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Students offer prayers to a portrait of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. P11

Sardar Patel and the many facets
of his political legacy

From playing a major role in integrating princely states into the Indian Union to advocating Hindu-Muslim coexistence, Y
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Sardar Vallabhbhai Patels legacy is more complex than his popular Iron Man image suggests

Ziya Us Salam

ardar Vallabhbhai Patel, whose
151st birth anniversary falls on
October 31, 2026, was many
things to many people. For some,
he was the robust foil to Jawaharlal
Nehru’s gentleness and urbane
eloquence. For others, he was a son of the
soil who deserved to be Prime Minister
but sacrificed his ambition for the larger
good of the nation. For some, he was a
“unifier” who played a major role in
integrating 500 princely states into the
Indian Union, making a cohesive modern
India possible. For others, he was a
right-wing proponent in a centrist party.

Still highly relevant

The answers are no longer blowing in the
wind. They come in fits and starts, in
nuggets and specks, in Rajmohan
Gandhi’s Patel, A Life, a reprint of the
book originally published by Navajivan in
1991. In the preface to the new edition,
published by Aleph, Gandhi writes, “We
are in another age now...Patel, who had
been dead for more than 40 years when
this book first appeared, has now been
gone for seventy-five years. He is still
highly relevant. However, our times are
radically different from what they were
when Vallabhbhai Patel...lived in his
history-making times. At times today,
politicians, journalists, and makers of
videos and films drag the characters of
Patel — and Gandhi and Nehru — into our
current controversies.”

What Gandhi leaves unsaid is the
political appropriation of Patel by the
ruling dispensation, which shares an
ideological affinity with the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) — ironically,
the organisation Patel banned following
the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi.

Gandhi’s text is illuminating and his
research throws much new light on the

first Home Minister of India. While giving
plenty of space to tracing the rise of Patel
from a middle-class background in
Gujarat, Gandhi also examines the
‘making of his Iron Man image. Biographer
R.N.P. Singh, for instance, compares Patel
to Bismarck in Sardar Patel: Unifier of
Modern India. Gandhi, however,
essentially portrays Patel as a great
humanist.

C ing the

As he writes of the calamitous days of
Partition, “No human heart could react
with equal anguish to every cruelty of
1947 — neither Patel’s nor Jawaharlal’s nor
Azad’s. Vallabbhai's was a Hindu heart.
He was, unquestionably, roused more by
reports of fifty Hindu or Sikh deaths than
by another fifty Muslim deaths. But his
hand was just. Patel agonized over Hindu
and Sikh suffering but punished Hindu
and Sikh offenders.”

Early in the book, at the end of the
preface to the new edition, Gandhi
counters the communal discourse often
associated with Patel, writing, “What
should we make of continual attempts
today to misuse or exploit Patel for
political purposes? It is hurtful to
encounter bids to use the Sardar to
promote a politics of Hindu supremacy
and Muslim subordination.”

Relationship with Gandhi

Patel was a hero not merely because he
had an independent view of India’s
age-old pluralism, or that he used his
powers of persuasion and intimidation to
make the princely states fall in line. He
was a hero because he put the word of the
Father of the Nation ahead of all else;
even ahead of his own desire to lead the
newly independent nation. As Gandhi
writes, “Vallabhbhai could have retired in
ablaze of glory and escaped the need to
concede Nehru’s primacy. Yet at their last

meeting the Mahatma had enjoined him
to stay at Nehru's side, and the national
interest too seemed to ask for it. The
Constitution was being framed. Mergers
of states were incomplete. India needed
to see Patel and Nehru
together....Rejecting the temptation to
quit and grumble, Vallabhbhai chose to
remain in second place and work.”

The doughty fighter that Patel was, he
followed Gandhi’s advice out of respect
for him. As he said in Benares in
November 1948, “I was Gandhi’s obedient
soldier. I followed him because our
convictions tallied.”

Unsurprisingly, when Gandhi fell to
Nathuram Godse’s bullets, Patel not only
termed it “an everlasting blot”, but also
moaned that “we can never forget or
forgive ourselves that it was one of our
own misguided young men who did it.”
Here, by “one of us”, he probably meant
the RSS, an organisation whose discipline
greatly impressed Patel. Yet he banned
the RSS following the Mahatma’s
assassination and lifted the ban when the
organisation agreed to respect the
tricolour as the national flag ahead of the
Bhagwa dhwaj, the saffron flag, and
devote itself to cultural activities.

The idea of shared living

As today, there were votaries of a Hindu
Rashtra back then, too. Patel would have
none of it, dismissing the idea as “that
mad idea”, as Gandhi recounts in the
book. This is also repeatedly referred to in
P.N. Chopra’s 15-volume series on Patel.
Called The Collected Works of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, published by Konark,
the series is like an encyclopedia on the
life and times of the Sardar.

While giving ample space to his views
on capitalism, and why it was needed to
generate wealth in a poverty-stricken
nation, the series also talks of what
shared living meant to Patel. In volume 15,

Chopra says, “Sardar Patel exhorted
Hindus and Muslims to live together. In a
speech at Hyderabad, he asked the
Hindus to forget the past and the Muslims
not to harbour any bitterness towards
their brethren... Whatever happens in
Pakistan has its reactions here and it is
this action and reaction which had to be
checked....Let us live as decent men —
either Christians, Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs
or Parsees. No religion prospers which is
based on intolerance.”

This plurality was dear to his heart. As
he expressed in a speech, barely 18
months after Independence, “The first
requisite for building a strong, free India
is unity and peace.” In the speech, which
finds space in a Penguin publication titled
Selected Speeches and Writings of
Vallabhbhai Patel, he goes on to state,
“For unity we must forget differences of
caste or creed and remember that we are
all Indians; and all equal.” In the same
speech, Patel criticised the RSS for
demanding a Hindu Rajya. “There are as
many Muslims in this country as in the
part that has been partitioned away. We
are not going to drive them away. It would
be an evil day if we started that game...,”
he said.

Incidentally, he was also critical of the
“Hinduism is in danger” mantra of the
RSS. As Chopra’s book says, “They do not
realise that Hinduism is in danger because
Hindus have not followed Hinduism. They
take wrong means....It is equally
dangerous to form a party or to lay down
a programme on a religious basis. The
days of religious bigotry are gone. Now
that the country has got freedom, for
anybody to say that any religion is in
danger is a very dangerous precedent to
setup.”

With his clarity of thought and width of
vision, Patel, as Singh writes, “left his
mark not only on the map of India but
also on the minds of her people”.

02N11. Sardar Patel
and the many facets of
his political legacy
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e Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel, whose 151st birth
anniversary falls on
October 31, 2026, was many
things to many people.

TCER TEelsTelTs ucd, foretehr
1514 STl 31 3fergeY, 2026
I gIafT, 3TCIT-37cldT olldlt o
TN 37EI3T- 376797 37 W |

e For some, he was the
robust foil to Jawaharlal
Nehru’s gentleness and
urbane eloquence.
$S AN & TAIT I SareTelrer
SIE® T AlFgdr 3R fAse
gerccd o TRIFd gfduer U

e For others, he was a
son of the soil who deserved
to be Prime Minister but
sacrificed his ambition for the
larger good of the nation.

Rl & faU d e A S5 0F
ST & S AT So1et &
17y &, AfeheT Sogial TSE
e19eh T & ferw 3rael
HEcdTehI&TT T & |

e [For some, he was a
“unifier” who played a major
role in integrating 500

princely states into the Indian Union, making a cohesive modern India possible.
TS ol & foIT & W “TehreoTeRdl” & fSiegial 500 Rl s R de & fAera) & a3
${fAeRT T3811g 3R Toh IS MY feeh STl T TG A1 |

e For others, he was a right-wing proponent in a centrist party.

IR & T 3 veh HEAT gof H SlaToTa) faumt & qads &

Still highly relevant
3t oY Icda S

e The answers are no longer blowing in the wind.
ST FaTell & STaTd 379 §aT 3 ol o161 3§ T & |

e They come in fits and starts, in nuggets and specks, in Rajmohan Gandhi’s Patel, A Life, a

reprint of the book originally published by Navajivan in 1991.
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d gohsl 3R STeIfehdl & &9 A ITsTalget IMEf T 7oy, T ozt H Aol §—6 T 1991 H
Aasiidel gaRT GehTTRI HeT HEHIUT T FAHS0T &
In the preface to the new edition, published by Aleph, Gandhi writes, “We are in another age

now...Patel, who had been dead for more than 40 years when this book first appeared, has
now been gone for seventy-five years.

T SaRT FehTTRIcT AT HEROT Sl GETaAT & e foIE 8, 379 67 Toh g@k ZoT H £...519 Tg
JEA Tgell IR THIRI g5 oY, T T T 1 §T 40 I & Ak &1 T &; 31 3¢ 7T 75
av eI g g |

He is still highly relevant.

3 311eT 8 37T e

However, our times are radically different from what they were when Vallabhbhai Patel...lived
in his history-making times.

gTellich, GART HHT 38 AR U Toedhel 31eT § ToTa decletslis T, . STig Tt alell 379aT
Sitarst forama |

At times today, politicians, journalists, and makers of videos and films drag the characters of
Patel — and Gandhi and Nehru — into our current controversies.”

37T FHH-FH TSI, TR IR AT T2UT oA Talte arel TeaT—3R e qUT AgF—ah
TR Y gAR Hisfer el 7 adie o g1
What Gandhi leaves unsaid is the political appropriation of Patel by the ruling dispensation,

which shares an ideological affinity with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) —
ironically, the organisation Patel banned following the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi.

el T E 91 &1 3HeAhal B3 &d 8, 96 & TAI6G STIEAT GRT el &l sTellicieh appropriation—
3eThT 39T R 3 STAHAT | 3T SIITYT T JATR [ dr TSET Taddds TY IRTHATH) H gl
TaSaaT I & T FgTcAT aelt i AT & 916 TSl of ST HITST TR TS ST AT

Gandhi’s text is illuminating and his research throws much new light on the first Home
Minister of India.

aTelt T YT 3G foe St & 3R 3oTent AMer TR & Ul ¢ HA I S 7T Uge] 3TN AT ¢ |

While giving plenty of space to tracing the rise of Patel from a middle-class background in
Gujarat, Gandhi also examines the making of his Iron Man image.

Wa;mwﬁuqﬁﬁarﬁmaﬁmaﬂﬁwﬁmmgcmﬁmmwﬁaﬁ
& oToy T Ifehar T 9 gsare a2

Biographer R.N.P. Singh, for instance, compares Patel to Bismarck in Sardar Patel: Unifier of
Modern India.

3ETEXOT & oY, ShaefiehR 3TR.UT. Y. THE 39l Jocfeh &aR geor IIABIIR 31 Hiset S15aTH
T T JeeTT et & Xl ¢ |

Gandhi, however, essentially portrays Patel as a great humanist.

Qlfeha IITET FeTeT: T T Teh HETeT HlAAATAIET & T 3 Tl i &

Countering the communal discourse

eI faaet 1 yfaae

As he writes of the calamitous days of Partition, “No human heart could react with equal
anguish to every cruelty of 1947 — neither Patel’s nor Jawaharlal’'s nor Azad’s.

TFTSTe o faaTerer) feat & IR &7 3 forgd €, “1947 & ¢ AR R &g Y AT g6 A
e A GFATHAT AET & ThdT UT—sT U T, o STATeITol &l 31 o &Y 3ToTIE & 1|

Vallabhbhai’'s was a Hindu heart.

TS T gad fig Tl

He was, unquestionably, roused more by reports of fifty Hindu or Sikh deaths than by another
fifty Muslim deaths.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

foeaes, oo fégait ar Rt 1 Al H TR 376 T FHHA B Al H T A 3w
forafera s ot

But his hand was just.

Aifehel 3oTehT a7 foTsaT 27|

Patel agonized over Hindu and Sikh suffering but punished Hindu and Sikh offenders.”

qee fégait 3R farat & disT & <A gl &, Afehe fég 3R R aroxifergt sy afset off et A"
Early in the book, at the end of the preface to the new edition, Gandhi counters the communal

discourse often associated with Patel, writing, “What should we make of continual attempts
today to misuse or exploit Patel for political purposes?

T & IR H, AT TEHT Y JEATGAT o 3T H, T Gl I SIS Sl aled Tt
farael o1 yfcrate Y T Formd &, “31TeT TeeT 1 ISTeli fcieh SEGal oh Tt geudeT iel a1 3o
39t fgd H SEIATS el o TITAR gl 3§ TATHT I gH fohd 9 H W2

It is hurtful to encounter bids to use the Sardar to promote a politics of Hindu supremacy and
Muslim subordination.”

TIER T SEAATS Tl aeea AR FREH Tl hT ISTATC Y TeTaT ot o fIT fohT et o
AT T ST TEETF & 17

Relationship with Gandhi
el & aTer waE

Patel was a hero not merely because he had an independent view of India’s age-old
pluralism, or that he used his powers of persuasion and intimidation to make the princely
states fall in line.

Y shael SHIAT AT el & foh R T Aferdl AT TgereT oh R H IeTehT Tl gSceptor 2T,
mﬁﬁﬁwmﬁﬁmaﬁ%ﬁqmﬁwﬁﬁ?mwaﬁrmwmml

He was a hero because he put the word of the Father of the Nation ahead of all else; even
ahead of his own desire to lead the newly independent nation.

3 3TTAT ATIF & FAifh el ASCTAAT & T Y & ol T FUT IWT—IGT deh [ Ta&ad T
SE AT Acfcd I T 3= gTar J 81 FH|

As Gandhi writes, “Vallabhbhai could have retired in a blaze of glory and escaped the need to
concede Nehru’s primacy.

ST fo el forga €, “Teerstens atka & fRAITR W TS & T grd of Tohd & 3R AgF &

TTAAT TAHR el T 3TTThdT & 99 Tohd A

Yet at their last meeting the Mahatma had enjoined him to stay at Nehru’s side, and the
national interest too seemed to ask for it.

QAfhaT Sefehl TR HAThIT H HETcHT o 376 Ag® o 1Y &l Tga1 o foreer feam am, 3R aIsdr
et i T&Y Alerar i gar 4T

The Constitution was being framed.

HTAYTeT T ToTHTOT T T&T ATl

Mergers of states were incomplete.

Raradt & frer 3reRr am

India needed to see Patel and Nehru together....Rejecting the temptation to quit and grumble,
Vallabhbhai chose to remain in second place and work.”

H T el HR AEE P AT GGAT FE AT, F& BISHT RIS e & TeNsteT hl gehdlel §U

TECTITHS o GER TUTeT T TG hIH Flall e |”
The doughty fighter that Patel was, he followed Gandhi’s advice out of respect for him.

qeel 56 3 ATEdr e &, T ot a1l & Uik TFATET & HROT 3ogiel 3eTeht Hellg HIe |
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e As he said in Benares in November 1948, “| was Gandhi’s obedient soldier.
ST o 3ogieY A} 1948 F AR H gt AT, “H INely 7 ATy fAumgr 2|
e | followed him because our convictions tallied.”

# 3eTeh WY Tl FiTeh AR (A2 Teh-gER & A Wil A"

e Unsurprisingly, when Gandhi fell to Nathuram Godse’s bullets, Patel not only termed it “an
everlasting blot”, but also moaned that “we can never forget or forgive ourselves that it was
one of our own misguided young men who did it.”

Wwﬁmaﬁaﬁ%mwmﬁmﬁﬁwaﬁrﬂﬁwmﬁs@“w
AE Fhefeh” FgT R g 81 g@ ST foh “GH 7TA-3TIRT S ST o FoIw sl AT €T Y Hehel
3R 1 €1 58 91T Fehel & foh TG e GHAR € Th $7ch §U gaeh o1 febar ATl

e Here, by “one of us”, he probably meant the RSS, an organisation whose discipline greatly
impressed Patel.

BT “GHH A Uh” Hgeh< 3oTohl AT ATIG FRTHTH U AT—Teh VAT HIST [oraehr
HeTRITHATIAAT o Tet T gt Fonfae fomar |

e Yet he banned the RSS following the Mahatma’s assassination and lifted the ban when the
organisation agreed to respect the tricolour as the national flag ahead of the Bhagwa dhwaj,
the saffron flag, and devote itself to cultural activities.

Y 8T, FETCHT T T & 901G 3eaied IRUATH I Tideer o191 fam 21| I8 wideer a9 gerr arar
ST HITSHT o 37T Eafol § FOR TN b1 USET eaal & & H FFATA ot 3R T 1 A
arfafafat ae Siffa @ W a@gafa Jag|

The idea of shared living

1Y AT TEa #1 AR

e As today, there were votaries of a Hindu Rashtra back then, too.
31TST T G 39 FA o fig o & wordia 2

o Patel would have none of it, dismissing the idea as “that mad idea”, as Gandhi recounts in the
book.

I q&cTsh A i g o gl ﬁsﬂﬁwaﬁ@@mm?“ﬁ UTITelYeT 8T faaR” gt
a1

e This is also repeatedly referred to in P.N. Chopra’s 15-volume series on Patel.
T U U1 TS, TIYST T 15 WS arell H@ell 3 8 SHeAT IR-aN 3eoid Aol g

e Called The Collected Works of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, published by Konark, the series is
like an encyclopedia on the life and times of the Sardar.

FIUTEh CART SRR $H T FT AH & FAFCS TFH HB EGR TooliTs geers IR Ig
TER & SiaeT JUT THT W Tah faeaenter ot g1

e While giving ample space to his views on capitalism, and why it was needed to generate
wealth in a poverty-stricken nation, the series also talks of what shared living meant to Patel.

Yol 0 3o7eh faamT 3R fAtiarar & Sfg7 ¢ &7 3 e deT hiet o T gaehr 3maedshal o
TATC T h¥et & AIYA-AY, Ig T Tg AT Il & Toh Teel & ToT /e Aoy 6=t a1 o 3

a1l

¢ In volume 15, Chopra says, “Sardar Patel exhorted Hindus and Muslims to live together.
s 15 & °IUsT $hed 8, “BIER e o Eg3it 3N FHAE & A1 TE= 1 31T feha|

e In a speech at Hyderabad, he asked the Hindus to forget the past and the Muslims not to
harbour any bitterness towards their brethren....Whatever happens in Pakistan has its

reactions here and it is this action and reaction which had to be checked....Let us live as
decent men — either Christians, Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs or Parsees.

BeRTSTE, 3 Teh $ITNUT & &R Sweiel oGl & JTclicl &l ofellel 3R HATHTAT & 3= H1T oh el
IS el o TWa T hgl.. FTfehEcilal 7 Sl S gilT &, 3ThT Tfctishar Tl o gl &; 3 rkars
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R GfAfshar o ek ST oM. . 3TST, §H I SHTAT hl e 616 §H 4TS &1, fég,
A, @ a1 |

No religion prospers which is based on intolerance.”

SATESITAT o) 3Tene 1S 87 49t Fel-Toot 78T FehelT|”

This plurality was dear to his heart.

I Tl 3o &6 é?qu A9 AT

As he expressed in a speech, barely 18 months after Independence, “The first requisite for
building a strong, free India is unity and peace.”

3TTSITET & HREel T 18 HEIA ST TET ITT Teh HIVOT H Segled heT AT, “Teh TR IR Tl R
& fAHATOT Y Tgell IMTLThdT TehaT 3R AT §1”

In the speech, which finds space in a Penguin publication titled Selected Speeches and
Writings of Vallabhbhai Patel, he goes on to state, “For unity we must forget differences of
caste or creed and remember that we are all Indians; and all equal.”

WISl GART YhIRIT HolFes EGielol Us ST % decisisis Geer H AMTAC 38 HIS0T & d 31T
TG &, “TehdT & TAIT g ST T Y & He el g1 3R e I@=AT gl foh g7 Tl IR &
AR FHT §I”

In the same speech, Patel criticised the RSS for demanding a Hindu Rajya.

ST AIYOT H 9ol o g T Y AT lel o fNT IRTHTH Y Tl 67|

“There are as many Muslims in this country as in the part that has been partitioned away.
3glel heT, “SH & H 31 &1 AT ¢ TSIl 38 feed & & i fAe77eTet o a1 370197 81 912m|
We are not going to drive them away.

TH 37g oA W 18T AAGT fAehTeley arel g |

It would be an evil day if we started that game...,” he said.

3R EHe TG Wel YE foham all I Tgcl ST T G, 3oglet e |

Incidentally, he was also critical of the “Hinduism is in danger” mantra of the RSS.

AT A, I IRCHTH & ‘g & Gl A &7 dTel AR & # 37Teiraes o

As Chopra’s book says, “They do not realise that Hinduism is in danger because Hindus have
not followed Hinduism.

SHET foh =T8T 1 Gcleh 3 heT 3T &, “d g 16l THId 1o fig &e saferT @l # ¢ F3ifen g3t
o féq e T Ureret w781 fhar &

They take wrong means....It is equally dangerous to form a party or to lay down a programme
on a religious basis.

q TSl I TTAT &... TS TR IR IS ol T AT FIIHH dF HLeAT 8 IAAT &1 WAl
gl

The days of religious bigotry are gone.
&TT#eh Shee Tl &l THI 37d el Tl ¢

Now that the country has got freedom, for anybody to say that any religion is in danger is a
very dangerous precedent to set up.”

319 ST 2T T 81 geohl &, A Tohel T g gl foh 1S & Werk H §, Teh el Teedleh THoRT
T R3TT g

With his clarity of thought and width of vision, Patel, as Singh writes, “left his mark not only on
the map of India but also on the minds of her people”.

e for@a & o 37oel faaRt &t eqsedr 3R saraeh gt & SRUT 9o o “dhdel R & A W
&1 o181, Sfesh 3Heh eIl o Hef 9T & 319eT BT BIT|”
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Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

Role in the Freedom Struggle

‘ Date/Year H Event H Patel’s role and significance
31 October |Birth at Nadiad, His birth anniversary is observed as National Unity
1875 Gujarat. Day—Rashtriya Ekta Diwas.
Entrv into municipal He entered Ahmedabad’s municipal administration
1917 Ty b and increasingly associated himself with Gandhi’s
politics. . o
public activities.
Working with Gandhi, he organised cultivators
1918 Kheda Satyagraha, demanding suspension of land revenue after crop
Gujarat. failure. It established his reputation as a disciplined
mass organiser.
. He gave up his legal practice and mobilised support
1920-1922 Non-Cooperation for the boycott of colonial institutions, promotion of
Movement. . - .
khadi and national education.
Nadour Fla He helped lead resistance to restrictions on carrying
1923 9P g the national flag and negotiated a successful
Satyagraha.
settlement.
He organised opposition to a punitive police tax
1923-1924 Bor_sad Satyagraha, imposed on residents accused of supporting criminals.
Gujarat. )
The levy was withdrawn.
President of His work in sanitation, public services and municipal
1924-1928 ||Ahmedabad administration strengthened his administrative
Municipality. experience.
Bardoli Satvaaraha He led peasants against an increased land-revenue
1928 . yag " |lassessment. His successful leadership earned him the
Gujarat. e ’ .
title “Sardar,” meaning leader.
7 March Arrested while mobilising support for the Salt
1930 Arrest at Ras village. ||Satyagraha, he was imprisoned before Gandhi began
the Dandi March on 12 March 1930.
Karachi Session of the As Congress President, he presided over the session
March 1931 | Indian National that endorsed the Gandhi—Irwin Pact and adopted
resolutions on Fundamental Rights and the
Congress. . .
National Economic Programme.
1937-1933 Imprisonment with  |He was detained with Gandhi in Yeravda Jail during
Gandhi. the renewed Civil Disobedience Movement.
9 August Arrest during the Fgllowmg the resolution of 8 August_, he was arrested
. : with other Congress leaders and detained at
1942 Quit India Movement.
Ahmednagar Fort.
2 . . He took responsibility for Home and Information
Joined the Interim . . .
September Government and Broadcasting, preparing him for the challenges
1946 ' of independence and Partition.
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These events show his progression from peasant mobilisation and local administration to
national political leadership.

Integration of Princely States

\ Date/Period H Event H Importance for integration \
The decision to establish it was taken on 25 June;
June-July Creation of the States Patel assumed charge in early July. V. P. Menon,
1947 Department. its Secretary, became his key administrative
collaborator.
Patel and Menon secured accessions through
. i persuasion, political assurances and negotiations.
‘ig%_AUQUSt Nﬁ%%gf“ﬁ?lsex'th The initial Instrument of Accession generally
b y ' covered defence, external affairs and
communications.
e
15 August g‘ede&engfil:;glﬁ}?‘iz t‘;:St Patel also headed the States portfolio and directed
1947 puty - the political consolidation of the Union.
and Home Minister.
Maharaja Hari Singh signed accession to India; it
26 October | Jammu and Kashmir’s |was accepted on 27 October. This formed part of
1947 Instrument of Accession. |the wider integration process, involving several
national leaders and institutions.
9 November 'Ilnclj:: t:(;)lllisover This followed the Nawab’s departure and a
1947 unag request from the state’s administration.

administration.

15 February
1948

Inauguration of the
Saurashtra Union.

Patel inaugurated the union bringing together
numerous Kathiawar princely states into a more
viable administrative unit.

20 February
1948

Junagadh plebiscite.

An overwhelming majority voted in favour of
joining India.

Patel inaugurated the Patiala and East Punjab

15 July1948 finauguration of PEPSU. States Union, consolidating eight princely states.
Indian military action ended the Nizam’s

13-17 : _ ; :

September Operation Polo in resistance. His forces surrendered on 17

1948 Hyderabad. September, enabling Hyderabad’s integration into

India.

1948-1950

Administrative and
constitutional
consolidation.

Accession was followed by merger agreements,
unions of states and incorporation into India’s
constitutional structure.

Patel’s achievement was a collective nation-building exercise, supported particularly by V.
P. Menon, alongside Nehru, Mountbatten, state leaders and popular movements.

Other Important Dates

\ Date H

Event and significance
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\ Date H

Event and significance

Day.

Patel addressed civil-service probationers in Delhi, emphasising impartiality
21 April 1947|jand public service. This association is commemorated through Civil Services

15 December
1950

He died in Bombay, now Mumbai.

Mexico comes alive
for the annual Day
of the Dead festival

SOCIdle; €SS
MEXICO CITY

Bright orange marigolds, glowing candles and fac-
es painted like the elegant skeletons known as ca-
trinas fill the streets of Mexico every year during
the country’s Day of the Dead celebrations.

Festivities begin in October and lead up to No-
vember 1and 2, when the souls of deceased loved
ones are believed to temporarily return to earth to
reunite with their families.

No one knows when the first observance took
place, but it is rooted in agriculture-related beliefs
from Mexico’s pre-Hispanic era. Catholic tradi-
tions were incorporated into the celebration after
the Spanish conquest in 1521.

Today, celebrations are marked by massive pa-
rades running along Mexico City’s main avenue.
Streets, businesses and markets are cloaked in
orange Mexican marigold flowers, or cempasu-
chil, believed to light the path of the dead back to
earth with their bright colours. Traditional pan de
muerto, or bread of the dead, lines the display
cases of bakeries.

On the night of November 1, families gather at
cemeteries across the country to reconnect with
their dead just as their ancestors have done for
centuries.

But as the tradition and the Mexican capital
have increasingly gained an international spot-
light, and States like Oaxaca and Michoacan have
seen an influx of tourists, some regions have expe-
rienced tensions around overtourism.

In Mexico City, many locals are sceptical of an
annual parade featuring floats decorated with ca-
trinas. The procession was created for the 2015
James Bond film Spectre and later incorporated in-
to the city’s celebrations, though it was not pre-
viously part of the tradition.

02N11. Mexico comes alive for the annual Day of the
Dead festival

AfFa! w1 arfie ‘Fas! #1 Raw 3caa 3o 7 78 1T 9T ar
T

e Bright orange marigolds, glowing candles and faces painted like
the elegant skeletons known as catrinas fill the streets of Mexico every
year during the country’s Day of the Dead celebrations.

B TS U & FAh! & frad FHARIGH & ST, Taehrel AR 3 & Fef,
AfFae H 56 7T AT L

e Festivities begin in October and lead up to November 1 and 2,
when the souls of deceased loved ones are believed to temporarily
return to earth to reunite with their families.

3cHd 3TeFEaR H YE I & 3R 1 AT 2 AR cleh Teicd 8 | AT STl g o
gt Tt feerer Rrarstett 1 3mead 319e) aRERt & A e & fow o
AT & oI el aX alledT B |

e No one knows when the first observance took place, but it is
rooted in agriculture-related beliefs from Mexico’s pre-Hispanic era.

Ig 3c9d Ygoll IR e HATIT I1AT, g [T &Y ST IdT; oifeheT STET T8
AferEa! & Tl faera-qd #rer Hr FR-aeh A3 7 81

e Catholic traditions were incorporated into the celebration after
the Spanish conquest in 1521.

1521 H T AT & 916, 39 3cdd 7 Haifores waRid off anfAer &) 15|

e Today, celebrations are marked by massive parades running
along Mexico City’s main avenue.

37751 39 3cAd o aRIeT Aferae! e & F&g AR & fawimer W faemrer
STATE |

e Streets, businesses and markets are cloaked in orange Mexican marigold flowers, or
cempasuchil, believed to light the path of the dead back to earth with their bright colours.

!, gt 3R STSARY 7 AR AT 312 ooll— T AT TRIer et E— HraT ST
& AT ST & T 3eTah Torehier 17 Fcfent T eell ax araalY & T el & &

e Traditional pan de muerto, or bread of the dead, lines the display cases of bakeries.
S T gt ITATRAT H URaRe Tt & HUd, Arelt Ferehi T AEY, Tt el B

¢ On the night of November 1, families gather at cemeteries across the country to reconnect
with their dead just as their ancestors have done for centuries.
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e But as the tradition and the Mexican capital have increasingly gained an international
spotlight, and States like Oaxaca and Michoacan have seen an influx of tourists, some
regions have experienced tensions around overtourism.

Aifehel 30 INORT 3R AT T TSTHTeA T ITARTEIT €Tl Sgat oh ATY-ATY, 3R 33TgTent T
%ﬁmé@mﬁmﬁmm@,gﬂﬁﬁmﬁawmﬁagm%l

¢ In Mexico City, many locals are sceptical of an annual parade featuring floats decorated with
catrinas.

AfFaen! T8E 7 3 AN 9T FHAT & Fall ST aTell AT TS Fl ol TAT A B

e The procession was created for the 2015 James Bond film Spectre and later incorporated into
the city’s celebrations, though it was not previously part of the tradition.

WWZOlS@rm—H dies e FOFev S forT g a7 a7 3R 91 7 38 AT &+ 3cqar &
AT T TorT 31T, BTeATTeh Ugel Tg YU ST FREdT 78T 2T
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02N11 | Citizenship for 2.5 lakh Matuas under CAA by Dec. 31: Bengal CM
31 ReHaT a%F T & T8 2.5 AT HGIMHT Y ARTRFAT: FaMTer & FEIHA

Citizenship for 2.5 lakh Matuas
under CAA by Dec. 31: Bengal CM

The Hindu Bureau tricts. The community,
comprising Hindu Nama-

sudras, has roots in Bangla-

02N11. Citizenship for 2.5 lakh Matuas under CAA by Dec. 31: Bengal CM

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Sun-

~ day said the State govern-

ment has set a target of
granting citizenship certifi-
cates to 2.5 lakh Matuas in
the State under the Citizen-
ship Amendment Act
(CAA) by December 31.

Mr. Adhikari, who visit-
ed the religious headquar-
ters of Matuas at Thakurna-
gar, said only 25,000
people have received citi-
zenship under CAA so far.

CM Suvendu Adhikari

The BJP had promised citi-
zenship to Matuas under
the CAA during the As-
sembly poll. The party
went on to win a majority
of seats in Matua-dominat-
ed constituencies in North
24 Parganas and Nadia dis-

desh. The CM said the
State government will take
the initiative to expedite
applications and include
the names of those who re-
ceive citizenship in the vo-
ter list in January.

Community’s support
Mr. Adhikari added that
West Bengal would have
turned into Bangladesh
had the BJP not come to
power. He thanked the Ma-
tuas for their support.

31 fewa a% HITT & 8 d 2.5 A1 AGITIHT Y ARTRGAT: q9MTeT & AETHAA

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari on Sunday said the State government has set a
target of granting citizenship certificates to 2.5 lakh Matuas in the State under the
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) by December 31.

AfRTH I & HEIHA Fdg ITARRY o IFATR Y gl o AT TR o 31 AR Th AT &
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02N11

Andhra braces for second cyclone within a week; five districts placed on red alert

TF HoATE # i qEY ThaTa & fore 3mer AR, ot foral # 3 ra€

02N11

Why even a strong El Niflo does not guarantee a poor Indian monsoon

st ver st off TR F FHAR AT Y IS F4T 781 el

02N11

Houthi media say Saudi strikes target Yemen’s Hodeidah port

gt Ff3T & TR TFA Fel F IAA ¥ §NTATE GG FY AT T

Andhra braces for second
cyclone within a week; five
districts placed on red alert

Ne"ore !ravam

VIJAYAWADA

Barely a week after being
battered by “very severe”
Cyclone Arnab, Andhra
Pradesh is bracing for Cy-
clone Murasu, expected to
make landfall on Tuesday,
with five districts put on
red alert.

The weather system ov-
er the Bay of Bengal inten-
sified into a cyclonic storm
and was centred at around
350 km east of Chennai on
Sunday night.

The storm, which is like-
ly to bring heavy rainfall to
several Tamil Nadu dis-
tricts as well, is expected to
move west-northwestward
and intensify into a severe
cyclonic storm by Monday
morning.

Between Monday night
and early hours of Tues-
day, it is likely to cross into
Andhra Pradesh with wind
speeds gusting up to 120
km per hour between Nel-
lore and Narsapur.

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu, who cancelled his
visit to Delhi, held a review
meeting on Sunday and di-
rected officials to step up
preparedness to tackle the
possible impact of the
storm. Odisha, which ex-
perienced multiple land-
slides during Cyclone Ar-
nab, is also bracing for the
impact of Murasu, with
authorities saying south-
ern districts were likely to
receive heavy rainfall.

Cyclone Murasu comes
at a time when Andhra Pra-
desh is just beginning to re-
cover from the impact of

Calm before the storm: The cyclone is likely to bring heavy rain to
Tamil Nadu and Odisha as well. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

Cyclone Arnab, a storm
that killed five people and
submerged crops in more
than 3.5 lakh hectares of
land. It also damaged
about 2,425 km of roads
and brought down some
15,000 electric poles. The
State government puts its
losses at 34,600 crore, and
officials now have little
time to prepare for the
next storm.

As many as 1,688 medi-
cal teams and 116 relief
camps have been prepared
in Andhra Pradesh dis-
tricts likely to be affected
by the latest cyclone, the
Chief Minister’s office said
inapostonX.

Red alert

While it was the northern
part of Andhra Pradesh
that bore the brunt last
week, this time, the central
and southern coastal parts
of the State are likely to be
affected, according to the
Andhra Pradesh State Dis-
aster Management Author-
ity.
The IMD has put five dis-
tricts in the State — SPSR
Nellore, Prakasam, Gun-
tur, Bapatla, and Krishna —

on red alert for November

2.

In Tamil Nadu, for the
24-hour period from 8.30
a.m. on Monday, heavy to
very heavy rain is likely at
isolated places over Chen-
nai and Tiruvallur districts.
Heavy rain is also likely at
isolated places over Chen-
galpattu, Kancheepuram,
Ranipet, Vellore and Nilgi-
ris districts.

In Odisha, the State go-
vernment has identified
150 landslide-prone loca-
tions in Gajapati district
alone. During Cyclone Ar-
nab, five people were
killed in separate land-
slides in the State.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Special Relief
Commissioner Rajesh
Prabhakar Patil warned
that the situation could
worsen as the ground was
already saturated and hea-
vy rain was forecast in
southern Odisha. “We have
directed district collectors
to evacuate people from
vulnerable areas,” he said.

(With inputs from Deepa
Ramakrishnan in Chennai
and Satyasundar Barik in
Bhubaneswar)

02N11. Andhra braces for second
cyclone within a week; five districts
placed on red alert

T {edtg & iR qEY Twhara & faw ey
oI 9T et # 38 e

e Barely a week after being battered by “very
severe” Cyclone Arnab, Andhra Pradesh is bracing
for Cyclone Murasu, expected to make landfall on
Tuesday, with five districts put on red alert.

"Il AR ThaTel el hT AR Fielel o TH R Toh
HCATE ST, 31TEN TN Tshd el FIY T HHAT et T
IR Y TET § | SHP HITAAR ! de H TH Sl
3meieRT & 3T O forat 7 38 31 SRy foRam aram B

e The weather system over the Bay of Bengal
intensified into a cyclonic storm and was centred at
around 350 km east of Chennai on Sunday night.

§ITTeT T WIST o FUX FAT AGH T doT 81T Tghalail
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e The storm, which is likely to bring heavy rainfall to several Tamil Nadu districts as well, is
expected to move west-northwestward and intensify into a severe cyclonic storm by Monday
morning.

S8 I & ATHCIATS & &S Torell 7 off ST aier glet sh 3TTRIhT & | SHeh ITRaH-SeR-TiRes i
3R §&1 3R AHIR Goig deh I Tohalcll ohied 3 Ao glel Shl FHTET &

¢ Between Monday night and early hours of Tuesday, it is likely to cross into Andhra Pradesh
with wind speeds gusting up to 120 km per hour between Nellore and Narsapur.

HIHAIR I { HITCAR dgeh & ST 5 Aeeik A AT o &I AT YA o I HY IR FeA 6
TG §; 58 ERTT ga Y 311 & giieh 120 fohelietiex yfy 6 o v wehct £

Why even a strong El Nino does not
guarantee a poor Indian monsoon

Seven Indian monsoons since 1950 have run into a moderate or strong El Nifo; of these, in five vears, includir

2026, monsoon rainfall levels were at least 10% lower than the

n the summer of 1997, one of the

strongest El Nifios of the 20th

century took shape in the Pacific

Ocean. The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) predicted a monsoon
rainfall deficit of 8% below the average, as
was expected in El Nifio years. However,
by the end of September that year, rainfall
levels were nearly normal.

This year, a “ferocious™ El Nifio is
taking shape, and is expected to peak
only in December. The 2026 southwest
monsoon ended nearly 13% below the
long-term average of 87 cm. East and
Northeast India had their driest season
since records began in 1901.

So what happened differently in 19972

El Nifio and the monsoon

Near the Earth's equator, steady winds
blow across the Pacific Ocean from east to
west. These winds drive warm surface
water into Indonesia. The water then
warms the air over it, and the warm air
rises, creating rain clouds.

These winds diminish every 2.7 years.
The warm water flows back east to South
America, with the rain clouds trailing
behind. Scientists call this phenomenon
the El Nifio Southern Oscillation.

‘This upsurge of warmer air from the
Pacific eventually has to descend
somewhere - and one portion sinks over
India. As the air subsides, it becomes
warmer and drier, and rain clouds
struggle to form in it, which can weaken
monsoon rains.

Records maintained by the U.S.
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration show that seven Indian
monsoons since 1950 have run into a
moderate or strong El Nifio. Of these, in
five years, including 2026, monsoon
rainfall levels were at least 10% lower than
the long-term average. The IMD refers to
this level as “deficient”. The 2023 season
was something of an exception with
‘below average’ rainfall.

Nonetheless, only 1997 had average
rainfall.

During the monsoons, the 1997 and the
2015 El Nifio were about equally strong.
Sea surface temperatures in the
equatorial Pacific were 1.64 degree Celsius
above normal in 1997 and 1.59 degree
Celsius in 2015, according to NOAA's
Oceanic Nifio Index. This year the figure
was 1.98 degree Celsius.

Nevertheless, India received normal
rainfall in 1997 but around 13% less than
the normal in 2015. This is partly because
of another ocean.

Indian Ocean Dipole

Like the Southern Oscillation, there is a

: the IMD refers to this level as 'deficient’; the 2023 season w:

see-saw in the Indian Ocean as well called
the Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D). One end
of the 10D is in the west, near Africa, and
the other is in the east, near Indonesia. In
specific years, the western extremity
becomes warmer than usual and the
eastern extremity cooler. This is known as
the positive phase and is beneficial to
India. The air over the warmer western
waters rises more strongly, draws moist
winds, and the monsoon carries more of
that moisture over India. In most years,
there is no tendency towards either end
and the 10D is said to be neutral.

‘The 10D tends to tip around June and is
most pronounced
September-to-November, which means its
impact tends to be later in the monsoon.
And it tends to go into the positive phase
when an El Nifio occurs.

The see-saw shifted in India’s favour in
1997 and offset the El Nifio. In 2015,
however, it barely moved. One 2024 study

researchers from India and the U.S.,
including IIT-Delhi, IIT-Kharagpur,
NIT-Rourkela found why: a change in the
belt of winds that encircles Antarctica
sent westerly winds across the southern
Indian Ocean, which kept the see-saw
from tipping.

‘The 10D was again favourable in 2023.
According to IMD, India received 36% less
rain than normal in August 2023, the
driest August since 1901.

‘The Department partly blamed the
Madden-Julian Oscillation, a wave of
clouds and rain that passes around the
tropics every 30 to 60 days, which
resided over Africa and the Americas

Scorched Earth: A farmer staring at a patch ofi dry

something of an excej

during the month. The see-saw tipped in
India’s favour in late August and early
September and extended itself into the
seas off Indonesia, where it favours rains
over the subcontinent.

Where an El Nifio's warmest water sits
also affects India’s rain, accordingtoa
2006 study in Science. If that water is in
the middle of the Pacific Ocean, the
sinking air is more likely to settle on India,
which increases the odds of less rain. In
1997, the warmest waters were located
further east around South America.

A study published this July in Nature
Communications suggested that the
see-saw is not the only explanation for
1997.

It also indicated other factors that
occurred in July and August, notably an
unusual high-pressure system high above
the Iranian plateau in West Asia and
additional moisture coming in from the
Arabian Sea. The study also said that 1983
and 1997 were two years that made El
Nifio's influence on the monsoon appear
less powerful than it was in reality.

Farmers and food prices

Seasons like 1997 are easier to explain in
hindsight than in advance. Since 1997,
IMD has changed its approach, and now
updates its April forecast at the end of
May. Also, since 2021, it has combined the
forecasts of several global climate models
into one. In both 2023 and 2026, both EI
Nifio years, the season’s rainfall levels fell
within the error margin of IMD's forecast.
In 2023 it forecast 96% of the long-term
average, give or take 5 points, and the

on with *below av

gricultural land in Shivamogga, Kamataka. S K. DINESH

season ended at 94.7%. For 2026 it
forecast 92%, give or take 5 points, and
the season ended at 87.4%.

That said, this year was not spared
complications or surprises. The IMD
predicted the monsoon to be ‘below
normal’ in April but it turned out to be
“deficient’. Only one of its four regional
forecasts, for the south peninsula, came

true.

Forecasters also dis about the
10D’s see-saw. In April, IMD said “the
latest climate models” showed the 10D
turning positive towards the end of the
monsoon season, and in early September
the WMO still expected a positive I0D
between September and November. The
IMD’s own model predicted the 10D
would remain neutral from late May. Its
records show it was neutral throughout
the season.

The monsoon brings about
three-quarters of India’s yearly rain.
About 40% of the country’s farmland has
no irrigation and depends on it, per the
agriculture ministry’s latest figures.
Farmers plan their sowing around the
forecast and officials use it to manage
food stocks and water releases from
dams. The onset of a weak monsoon thus
reduces farmers’ incomes and leads to
higher food prices. IMD’s May forecast
also warned of “pressure on drinking
water resources” nationwide.

(Ankit Mishra is an ICSSR Doctoral Fellow
at the G.B. Pant Social Science Institute,
where his research focuses on environment,
climate change, water, and forests.
ankitmishrakoraon@gmail.com)

* rainfall; however. 1997 had ‘avel

* rainfall

THEGIST

The Indian Ocean Dipole
helped off set El Nifio's impact
in 1997, but had litle eff ect in
2015, with one 2024 study
linking this to wind changes
around Antarctica that
prevented the dipole

from strengthening

v

IMD has improved its monsoon
forecasting since 1997 by
updating its April forecast in
late May and, since 2021, using
a combination of multiple
global climate models

v

Despite El Nifio conditions in
2023 and 2026, seasonal
rainfall remained within the
forecast error margin,
highlighting gains in forecast
accuracy

02N11. Why even a strong El Nifio does not guarantee a poor Indian monsoon
st v et sft IR H FAAR AT Y ARE F4T 71 ar
e This year, a “ferocious” El Nifio is taking shape, and is expected to peak only in December.
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The 2026 southwest monsoon ended nearly 13% below the long-term average of 87 cm.
2026 T STEIUT-UREH Al 87 HEAICT o reihrellel AT A STITHT 13% Fl I & T
HHTCA §31TI

East and Northeast India had their driest season since records began in 1901.

gl 3R qafeR s 7 1901 # ReblS & g1t & a1e & Fad e s arell AFH T

So what happened differently in 1997?

alt 1997 3 3eTaT 7T §3T AT?

El Nifio and the monsoon

ool A 3R AT

Near the Earth’s equator, steady winds blow across the Pacific Ocean from east to west.
QLT T ALY TWT o UTH, FER §aTC TR AFTRR & S0 9 & ITeH &I 3R I8 &
These winds drive warm surface water into Indonesia.

I ATV TAg o I TTeAT T ST TRAAT T 3T el 8 |

The water then warms the air over it, and the warm air rises, creating rain clouds.

% §1G YTaiT 3197 FUR T &aT T T T &; I §aT 3 35T & 3R a7 &F SIe el AT B
These winds diminish every 2-7 years.

Y 2-7 a9 H I gV HHAR I3 AT &

The warm water flows back east to South America, with the rain clouds trailing behind.
1A ITeAT 9 T 3N STET0T AR elieet oRTar & 3R aul & Sreer 38 fS-NS Told B |
Scientists call this phenomenon the El Nifio Southern Oscillation.

JafAH 5T geaT FT T dAe-afarof gl Fed &

This upsurge of warmer air from the Pacific eventually has to descend somewhere — and one
portion sinks over India.

I AGTHATIR T 38T a8 &aT &1 3icTd: hel-oT-ahgT o1 3T a1l —31 3Tt Ueh feear ARa
F I AR 3T B

As the air subsides, it becomes warmer and drier, and rain clouds struggle to form in it, which
can weaken monsoon rains.

g & & 3 TR g 3R I U7 Y 1 AT §; SHE a1 o deel HRevel § Telc] &, forad
AT S1TRET FHHSAR g Hebcll 51

Sea surface temperatures in the equatorial Pacific were 1.64 degree Celsius above normal in
1997 and 1.59 degree Celsius in 2015, according to NOAA’s Oceanic Nifio Index.

NOAA & HETHFTI ofiell Feehich & HeTHR, STHCAXEN FRITT HETHIIR T Hclg T ATIHTA
1997 H T1AT ¥ 1.64 f3af afcwaw 3R 2015 # 1.59 i afcaaa 3ifae |
This year the figure was 1.98 degree Celsius.

39 ¥ Ig 3fieher 1.98 f3aft afcaaa o

Nevertheless, India received normal rainfall in 1997 but around 13% less than the normal in
2015.

$Hh STI[G, R H 1997 H AHI=T IS g%, STifeh 2015 H o1 HIAT H AT 13% H I

Indian Ocean Dipole

fée #eremR gfaya

Like the Southern Oscillation, there is a see-saw in the Indian Ocean as well called the Indian
Ocean Dipole (I0OD).

afaroft areret &1 o, iE FETRR # o v 3aR-aera arel saawar §, ford g wgremr afaea
(10D) e &l
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One end of the 10D is in the west, near Africa, and the other is in the east, near Indonesia.
|0D &7 Teh F&T afders 3 3rshient & ardt 3R gErr qd & geiafran & ara &

In specific years, the western extremity becomes warmer than usual and the eastern
extremity cooler.

%o aut # iRl OR T & 31t a1t 3R gdf R 3ifere G181 ST 2|
This is known as the positive phase and is beneficial to India.

U YeATcHS TIUT gl ATdT & 3R Tg R & ToIv cmepry giar g

The air over the warmer western waters rises more strongly, draws moist winds, and the
monsoon carries more of that moisture over India.

gf¥ae F 18 UTel & R FT gaT 3170 dolt & TR 35T §, 71 §ar3il ' 37961 3R Wiadr g ik

AITYT 38 o1 1 3T fGEaT 7R e ofrelT 81
In most years, there is no tendency towards either end, and the IOD is said to be neutral.

3ifershrer at & fordlit it DI 1 31X g7ehrd w761 81T 31X 10D I TEY gl STl &

The IOD tends to tip around June and is most pronounced September-to-November, which
means its impact tends to be later in the monsoon.

|OD T ST 3T AR TR SfeT & AR Seelc & 3R AT & AdeR o sl Fardy TS gl &;
Al AT T SHHT THIT a6 & 0T 7 95T &

And it tends to go into the positive phase when an El Nifio occurs.

Tl 1At T T & I8 319 UaiTcAs TRuT H Ioll ST 8|

The see-saw shifted in India’s favour in 1997 and offset the EI Nifio.

1997 # g IAR-TETT HR & T&T H AT 3R 3HA Tel AleAT oh GHIT T A Y &7

In 2015, however, it barely moved.

RGUCS 2015ﬁ3@ﬁwmaﬂémaa€r§m

One 2024 study by researchers from India and the U.S., including lIT-Delhi, IIT-Kharagpur,
NIT-Rourkela found why: a change in the belt of winds that encircles Antarctica sent westerly
winds across the southern Indian Ocean, which kept the see-saw from tipping.

IIT-feeell, [IT-GZaTqR 3R NIT-T3Tehell Higd $TRA 3R 3AREAT & LMerehciait & 2024 & Toh
HETTT & ST HRUT SATAT: JCTehcehT Sl BT Tell TdeT-UCel H IGolld U Garol fig AR
& SR YiREH! gaTt =ell, ToTeel S8 SAR-TGTd I glehet J e feT|

The Department partly blamed the Madden-Julian Oscillation, a wave of clouds and rain

that passes around the tropics every 30 to 60 days, which resided over Africa and the
Americas during the month.

8T = 58 fAT 3RS T & ASA-S [ eleiet FY fTFAGR HA—g Sreet R au i weh
TTET &, S 8% 30 W 60 fereil 7 ISorehfe eIy a1 & AR SRl & 3 37 FeA 51T T
AR & FWR Hisle |

If that water is in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, the sinking air is more likely to settle on
India, which increases the odds of less rain.

gfe g8 UTeil 9T HSMERR & LT H g1, aY o 3T §aT & R & U 383 T THTGAT
37 BT &, Toad e auT T 37MR7ehT Sed g1

In 1997, the warmest waters were located further east around South America.
1997 H FaH 1 U= GTaT0T ARG & 3mHTH, 3R 3R g 7 e |

It also indicated other factors that occurred in July and August, notably an unusual high-
pressure system high above the Iranian plateau in West Asia and additional moisture coming
in from the Arabian Sea.

IETTA F oS IR 30T F His[er 3 HREAT T AT 3 FeveT o, TRy &9 & giRersr whRram

H S IR & FR T1 HAAY 3Td-G19 o7 AR 3R qER F 3775 sifafked 7+

In April, IMD said “the latest climate models” showed the IOD turning positive towards the end
of the monsoon season, and in early September the WMO still expected a positive |IOD
between September and November.
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31T 3 IMD & gl T o “FefieTcial STerdTg HISel” HHe o 3 # 10D & UeAlcaeh glel T Hehel
& €, ThcaR T greana 7 o faea Hiws faemet Heraet (WMO) i fidat & fae & &< 10D &
ATcHb Iga1 bl 3FHIG AT

The monsoon brings about three-quarters of India’s yearly rain.

$TRT ShT ATTAT THT T SIS cled-UTS TR AT & AT &

About 40% of the country’s farmland has no irrigation and depends on it, per the agriculture
ministry’s latest figures.

Y HATCRT o FAdITTH ma:w aarﬁwmm%agﬁmﬁﬁﬁméﬁgﬁmaﬁ%
3R a8 AT WA E

target Yemen's Hodeidah port

02N11. Houthi media say Saudi strikes target
Yemen’s Hodeidah port

AFP
ECS | Geography ] . .
Houthi media said on Sunday that Saudi air strikes targeted s dcldg m CORE NG I, S g Hﬂ:e’ W@—q

gl AT & AR T4 A A TAA & gIgaTE 9eIe
Y AT TT=AT

e Houthi media said on Sunday that Saudi air strikes targeted
Hodeidah, a strategic port under Houthi control, as the group
battles a Saudi-led coalition supporting the internationally
recognised government.

gl 3T 4 TR 1 gl o w32 gars vt o gt forr=ror arel

Hodeidah, a strategic port under Houthi control, as the group
battles a Saudi-led coalition supporting the internationally TR I AIAT I TIDR T AT et aTel Iel W arer

recognised government. “The Saudi enemy has launched two air
strikes on Ras Issa port,” Al-Masirah TV said. AFP

TS & oIS T L
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Opposition flays BJP day
after Independent MLCs
‘join’ ruling party in Bihar

Tejashwi seeks disqualification of Bansidhar Brajwasi, Rahul Raj; row comes a day after BJP issued

statement welcoming the two to the party; hour later, it said the MLCs had ‘extended support’ to it

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

day after two re-
A cently elected Inde-
pendent Members

of the Bihar Legislative
Council — Bansidhar Braj-
wasi and Rahul Raj -
“joined” the ruling Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP), the
Opposition on Sunday de-
manded that both be dis-
qualified under the anti-
defection law.

In the results declared
last week, Mr. Brajwasi de-
feated Janata Dal (United)’s
Abhishek Jha from Tirhut
Graduates’ seat while Ra-
hul Raj defeated JD(U)’s
Anand Pushkar from Saran
Teachers’ seat.

Around 8 p.m. on Satur-
day, the BJP issued a re-
lease welcoming the two
legislators to the party.

Subsequently, in a me-
dia interaction, Mr. Brajwa-
si said, “I have joined the
BJP after Chief Minister
Samrat Choudharyji gave
me an assurance that
teachers’ concerns would

M

vkl
2 B

— D e P
RJD MP Manoj Kumar Jha said the p

w»

arty will urge the Acting Chairman

of the Legjslative Council to take action against the two MLCs. ANI

be resolved if we work to-
gether.” However, nearly
an hour later, the BJP is-
sued another press note
stating, “Newly elected Le-
gislative Council members
Bansidhar Brajwasi and Ra-
hul Raj have extended their
support” to it.

Soon after, the Tirhut
Graduates’ MLC put out a
video on Facebook, where
he said, “I have not joined
BJP. I have just offered sup-
port. I don’t know why pe-
ople are making a hue and
cry about it.” There was no
comment from Mr. Raj.

On Sunday, Leader of
the Opposition in the As-
sembly and Rashtriya Jana-
ta Dal (RJD) working presi-
dent Tejashwi Yadav
accused the MLCs of violat-
ing the anti-defection law
and hit out at the BJP for
“making a mockery of the
Constitution”.

RJD MP Manoj Kumar
Jha said under the Consti-
tution’s Tenth Schedule,
those elected as Indepen-
dents are liable to be dis-
qualified upon joining any
party. He added that the
RJD will meet Acting Chair-

man of the Legislative
Council Ram Bachan Rai
over the issue. “If he fails to
take an immediate and im-
partial decision, we’ll raise
the matter before the court
of law, as well as the court
of people,” Mr. Jha said.

Cong. takes potshots
The Congress took pot-
shots at the BJP, accusing it
of “backstabbing its coali-
tion partner JD(U)”. “The
BJP has been calling the IN-
DIA bloc a divided house.
But how it conspired to en-
sure the defeat of its own
ally is now for all to see,”
said Congress spokesper-
son Asit Nath Tiwari.

Prashant Kishor-led Jan
Suraaj Party, which also
bagged a seat in the MLC
polls, termed the episode a
“cruel and vulgar joke”.

Of the eight seats that
went to the polls, ruling
National Democratic Al-
liance partners BJP and JD
(U) contested four each.
While the BJP won two, the
JD(U) bagged one. Two
seats were won by the RJD.

02N11. Opposition flays BJP a day after Independent MLCs ‘join’ ruling party

in Bihar

R & AT vATalY & TaRe g 7 ‘A’ gl & U e a1 faueT oF strerar iy

3T Y

e A day after two recently elected Independent Members of the Bihar Legislative Council —
Bansidhar Brajwasi and Rahul Raj — “joined” the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the
Opposition on Sunday demanded that both be disqualified under the anti-defection law.

foeR forermer aRwe; o el & 7 oA 970 &Y el Feral—sMeR Forardy AR Tger Toi—
HATRG AR AT UTET (ATSTaT) 3 “MTA” glet & Ueh Tt a1, IAA ol TaveT oF Hfar iy fob
go-aeel Faey 1l & g aledl Y 39T SgT S|
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ST A 9 B¢ H 108 T FA1T, AT e 76 HIGr Y FH G

Bhutan builds 108 stupas in 9 hours,
dedicates Chorten no. 76 to Modi

EE—

Bhutan King Jigme Khesar
Namgyel Wangchuk on
Sunday dedicated one of
the 108 Buddhist stupas
erected in a nine-hour con-
struction feat to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi as a
mark of appreciation for
India’s support for the
country’s ambitious Gele-
phu Mindfulness City
(GMC) project.

About 40,000 trained
volunteers built the 108
Jangchub Chortens in what
could be a potentially re-
cord-breaking royal initia-
tive to lay the spiritual
foundation of the planned
city.

Spiritual City

About 240 km south-
southeast of Bhutan’s capi-
tal, Thimphu, Gelephu
borders Assam’s Chirang
district. King Wangchuk
envisions the city as a spir-

Bhutan dedlcated Chorten no. 76 to Prime Mlnlster Narendra Modi

for India’s support to the Gelephu project. RAHUL KARMAKAR

ituality-driven global eco-
nomic hub.

The King, other mem-
bers of the royal family, top
officials and foreign digni-
taries faced Chorten Num-
ber 79 from the ceremonial
ground as thousands of pe-
ople around chanted a six-
syllable Tibetan Buddhist
mantra a billion times
while the volunteers com-
pleted the mission bet-
ween 3 a.m. and noon.

About two hours later, the
focus shifted to Chorten
Number 76, which the King
dedicated to Mr. Modi “as
an enduring symbol” of his
“profound appreciation”
for the latter’s “unwaver-
ing commitment and In-
dia’s steadfast support for
the realisation” of GMC.
Bhutanese officials said the
number was chosen be-
cause Mr. Modi turned 76
more than a month ago.

Parliamentary Affairs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju, who re-
presented India for ‘Pro-
ject108’, thanked the King.
“This remarkable miles-
tone is an enduring symbol
of the deep spiritual and ci-
vilisational bonds between
our two nations,” he said,
congratulating Bhutan on
the achievement.

Collective spirit

Each 15 metres tall and 108
metres apart, the Jangchub
Chortens, or Buddhist stu-
pas, stand in a single
meandering file along the
Mau Chhu River, Gelephu’s
lifeline.

Addressing the people
after the completion of
Project 108, King Wang-
chuk said: “People from ev-
ery walk of life and every
generation came together
to make this possible,”
stressing the Bhutanese
collective spirit and ability
to achieve “anything
impossible”.

02N11. Bhutan builds 108 stupas in 9 hours, dedicates Chorten No. 76 to Modi
T o 9 B H 108 FqU F1T, AN Ha< 76 HIGr Y FATG

e Bhutan King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck on Sunday dedicated one of the 108
Buddhist stupas erected in a nine-hour construction feat to Prime Minister Narendra Modi as
a mark of appreciation for India’s support for the country’s ambitious Gelephu Mindfulness
City (GMC) project.
$1CTeT o TSTT fSTH WE ATHIAS RIS o AR I Al 8¢ & FA10 31T 108 slleyy Ful # & Toh
T T g HIEY Y FATIA ThaT| g 230 T Hgearehial et AZSHeld [Fer (Shua)
IRAISTT & T R & FFS & 9fad 3MR &1 I+ g

e About 240 km south-southeast of Bhutan’s capital, Thimphu, Gelephu borders Assam’s
Chirang district.

$CTo T TSTLTAT TAFY & STaT873T 240 Feheiiaiey STaToT-giaror-qd # fEud el T d1AT 3/H &
RRTeT foror & ST 81
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King Wangchuk envisions the city as a spirituality-driven global economic hub.

TSI 9T 4 BT ot eI cHeRdT & IR IRGh ek vy o & & IR et v
IR&egaT v £

The King, other members of the royal family, top officials and foreign dignitaries faced
Chorten Number 79 from the ceremonial ground as thousands of people around chanted a
six-syllable Tibetan Buddhist mantra a billion times while the volunteers completed the
mission between 3 a.m. and noon.

TIGHTHT =1 GaIg 3 ToT A IIET & 1<l g HIH G 7| 38 NIl goIRT el of veh o-3Harly
forsarclY Siieer 7 &1 Teh 3RE IR A1 TohaT| TS, A8 TRAR & 37 HeEd, aiiss 3ifeary X
faeel oA safda TARIE TUe § T FaR 79 T 3R AW a3 TS T |

About two hours later, the focus shifted to Chorten Number 76, which the King dedicated to

Mr. Modi “as an enduring symbol” of his “profound appreciation” for the latter's “unwavering
commitment and India’s steadfast support for the realisation” of GMC.

FT &Y 6 916 €T ANE HaT 76 I I1AT, T [T o 4 ANy Y TAT fham| 3ogiar 5@
STHET FY AHR Fet & forw 4 Ay iy “31rge wfdaeerar 3R 7R & g FAS" & Ui 391
“TTG FeTAAT T “TARY Felleh” AT

Bhutanese officials said the number was chosen because Mr. Modi turned 76 more than a
month ago.

$CTeT ST 1 IATAT o Tg TEAT ATV Yoit 1S Fifeh A A T 7 F o 3T
Wq's’érmaéré?gqa?rl

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju, who represented India for ‘Project 108’, thanked
the King.

‘Hotere 108’ H R T YT TATted it aTel HHEIT S HAY fop¥et RIS =¥ o1 a7 treraie
e

“This remarkable milestone is an enduring symbol of the deep spiritual and civilisational
bonds between our two nations,” he said, congratulating Bhutan on the achievement.

H@HE#BHWWW&T—T?BFQFTW, “Ug 3ol 3UclTe gHAR Gl 62l & ard
e 3MeATfeAs 3R TEIaRTT ey T TR Il g 17

Collective spirit

e e

Each 15 metres tall and 108 metres apart, the Jangchub Chortens, or Buddhist stupas, stand
in a single meandering file along the Mau Chhu River, Gelephu'’s lifeline.

Tcdeh 15 HIeX 3 AR Ueh-g@R & 108 #HeX i gt TR FaAT ST WéA—TTeA et Fo—ed
T SiTae@r 713 T AGr & el Uah GAER HdAN 3 T3T 5

Addressing the people after the completion of Project 108, King Wangchuk said: “People from
every walk of life and every generation came together to make this possible,” stressing the
Bhutanese collective spirit and ability to achieve “anything impossible”.

mlosa:qgrgﬁakaﬁaﬁﬁﬁmﬁamgwwamaﬁﬁm, ‘B AT IR N &6
AT S/ THT §oT11 o foIT Thafe gUl” 3eglel ${CTeT Y HiHfEeh HTaeT 3“3 ofaTe arel forel
Y ST Y IS e T &THT I AR e
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ISRO needs more human and material
resources to fulfil its mandate

ith the successful launch of the GSLV-
w F18 mission and the NVS-03 satellite’s
healthy status, the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO) is on course to heave
a sigh of relief. Its last 18 months have been con-
strained by the consequences of two launch fai-
lures involving PSLV rockets, which share some
of their design aspects with GSLV, to the extent
that the F18 mission was only the second success-
ful launch of 2026. If the NVS-03 satellite is suc-
cessfully manoeuvred into its final intended orbi-
tal slot and commissioned, ISRO will also have
pulled off a rescue mission for the ‘Navigation
with Indian Constellation’ (NavIC) programme,
which has been at least one functional satellite
short for the last six months and thus unable to
meet its primary purpose of providing standa-
lone positioning services over the Indian subcon-
tinent. The three second-generation NVS satel-
lites thus far are distinguished by having at least
one indigenously made atomic clock onboard, in
line with the recommendations of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee (PSC) on Science and
Technology and India’s investments in quantum
timekeeping, and away from the imported clocks
onboard the first-generation IRNSS satellites.
The PSC had also flagged procurement bottle-
necks across ISRO’s programmes, including diffi-
culties with obtaining specialised components
and ensuring vendor readiness on the timelines
that NavIC needs. The ISRO Space Applications
Centre’s ‘request for proposals’ in 2025 also spec-
ified a large lead time of nearly two years bet-
ween a contract’s start and the first two flight mo-
dels. The Electronics Component Manufacturing
Scheme and the programme to modernise the
Semiconductor Laboratory can be tweaked to
serve these needs, with the Electronics Ministry
also setting aside dedicated funds for developing
specialised components and their qualification
tests in a five- to seven-year programme. In tan-
dem, the government must allocate around
217,000 crore in the 202728 Union Budget for the
Department of Space, against ¥13,705.6 crore in
2026-27, with the hike focusing on manufacturing
launch vehicles, replacing satellites, and recruit-
ment. Besides, NavIC also requires a dedicated
operator, so that ISRO can be left to focus on its
core mandate, and India needs a national space
law addressing private participation in this enter-
prise, and liability. Two successful orbital mis-
sions in five-sixths of a year is unbecoming of a
~ national space programme with imminent plans
of human spaceflight, a space station, and reusa-
ble launch vehicle capabilities. Without signifi-
cant measures, [SRO will lurch from one mission
to the next as and when its inadequate workforce
is able to make do with its inadequate allocation.

aﬁrﬁr(PSC)eﬁrﬁrmﬁaﬂ?aaﬁﬂm-ﬁaﬁwﬁw%ﬁmr%a@%ammma%

il TgTelY

e With the successful launch of the GSLV F18 mission and the
NVS-03 satellite’s healthy status, the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) is on course to heave a sigh of relief.

GSLV F18 f&er & el Ja190T 3R NVS-03 399RE i 31T rufa & &y,
HRAT HARET AT HaTea (ISRO) Ugel T A oft T g W B |

e Its last 18 months have been constrained by the consequences of
two launch failures involving PSLV rockets, which share some of their

design aspects with GSLV, to the extent that the F18 mission was only the
second successful launch of 2026.

Ooel 18 HEI=AT & ISRO T PSLV kel & 3 &l F&TqUT-fathelc3it &
TROTHT &7 VIHAT FAT U357 §; 37 Jahel & [Solgel & FO Tee GSLV &
THOTA-SJerel &1 38h Telcl F18 TARIT 2026 T shael GERT Hthol F&TI0T TET|

e If the NVS-03 satellite is successfully manoeuvred into its final
intended orbital slot and commissioned, ISRO will also have pulled off a
rescue mission for the ‘Navigation with Indian Constellation’ (NavIC)
programme, which has been at least one functional satellite short for the
last six months and thus unable to meet its primary purpose of providing
standalone positioning services over the Indian subcontinent.

IfE NVS-03 396 &l HbeTcTqash 38T fTeiRe s smem & qgﬂma'lﬁr\
X AT AT §, Tl ISRO ‘Afarers fag 3f3wer Fiereare (NaviC) Rl
F1 off e F 3aR 91| o B AL ¥ 5T FIHA H HH-T-FH Th
Fraeliel 399IE Y HA W 8, FTash HROT Ig AR 3UFAGIEAT H T
TEYTA-fAEROT AaTT 2o o1 39T HET 3eeT I 6T Y Hehl ¢

e The three second-generation NVS satellites thus far are
distinguished by having at least one indigenously made atomic clock
onboard, in line with the recommendations of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee (PSC) on Science and Technology and India’s investments in

quantum timekeeping, and away from the imported clocks onboard the
first-generation IRNSS satellites.

31 T o et gadr N 3 NV'S 3Targh T FARIer 75 & F 3191 -3
Teh TRl AT T2 ol ¥ e faare iR teznfarehr deelr dwdry Rl

IRNSS 39arel & ofeft 3manfaa afsal & e |

e The PSC had also flagged procurement bottlenecks across ISRO’s programmes, including
difficulties with obtaining specialised components and ensuring vendor readiness on the
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timelines that NavIiC needs.

PSC & ISRO & &ishal 7 Tlie Faef areait 1 3% off et ferama ar, foas faQy aeeh e
3R NaviC T FHG-FAT & HTHR ITYfciehcii3il T TR Gl Terel et 7 3ot arell hid=rgar
nfaer €1

The ISRO Space Applications Centre’s ‘request for proposals’ in 2025 also specified a large
lead time of nearly two years between a contract’s start and the first two flight models.

ISRO & 37cTfReT 39T ehe; o 2025 # FEcTal o forT ST 37eRier & g ot i T foh 37efeier
UE BT 3R Tgel &Y 31T ASel oh TR Eled o Srel SIS & TN T ofal HHY 3|

The Electronics Component Manufacturing Scheme and the programme to modernise the
Semiconductor Laboratory can be tweaked to serve these needs, with the Electronics Ministry
also setting aside dedicated funds for developing specialised components and their
qualification tests in a five- to seven-year programme.

el SRl 1 G ¥a & ToIU soarelioad aeeh fafaator e 3R Qeiishsae g &
3T TAhTeROT ShRisha H TRIEIeT ThaT ST HehdlT & Selerelioterd HATord Ul & A aY & HRIshA
& ded [aY geal & faera 3R 3a1eh 3gdT-9eTul & foIw 37ereT & YT 8 e X TAhdaT &

In tandem, the government must allocate around %17,000 crore in the 2027-28 Union Budget
for the Department of Space, against 13,705.6 crore in 2026-27, with the hike focusing on
manufacturing launch vehicles, replacing satellites, and recruitment.

h AT &, TXHR Pl he I Sl 2027-28 H IATET TasmeT & forw oems7er 17,000 15 3mafed
T ART, Tk 2026-27 H 313,705.6 1T AT T T A | 3T TSI T EJTeT FaIq0T
gt o TAHTOT, SYAGT I T olel R HAT W glaAT TRT|

Besides, NavIC also requires a dedicated operator, so that ISRO can be left to focus on its
core mandate, and India needs a national space law addressing private participation in this
enterprise, and liability.

38 37elal, NaviC T Teh HATIT Halleldh I AT 8, difeh ISRO 379e e alfdica I¥ &Tel
& FF | AR T UAT T 3ARET Fiefet o afew it 38 a1 3 s smfiardy 3k arfea & weat
T JATUTT Y|

Two successful orbital missions in five-sixths of a year is unbecoming of a national space
programme with imminent plans of human spaceflight, a space station, and reusable launch
vehicle capabilities.

Teh Y o -5 TEA H Shaol &l Athel Ha [HRIT 0 USET HARET HRISHHA & 36T 761 &
fSreh! foiehe s1faar a1 Ared 3TARET 337, ITARET TEUT 3R YeT: ITANIT FNI F&IOT drget
&TAAT3T T AT g |

Without significant measures, ISRO will lurch from one mission to the next as and when its
inadequate workforce is able to make do with its inadequate allocation.

HgeaqUl e o1 36TV 9T, AT ISRO Ueh fARrET & g@R TR deh TSIl gI—ie 8 3qet
3TUTC SRl 39 UATC Soic A HIH Tollel H H&TH g
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Even as unemployment falls, lack of ‘decent work’ in India

S 1l Economy 3

ndia’s unemployment rate fell from 6.1% in
201718 to 3.2% in 2023-24. At the same
time, female workforce participation
increased for the first time in decades as
has been widely reported in government
documents. In light of these positive
developments, it is the right time to ask what kind
of jobs have been generated in India recently, and
what working conditions accompany them.

This is important because employment alone
does not inherently ensure dignity, security, or a
stable livelihood. A worker engaged in garment
sewing without a formal contract, a gig worker
without insurance coverage, or a construction
labourer without paid leave may technically be
considered employed, but they remain outside
the promise of decent work. The International
Labour Organization (ILO) defines ‘decent work’
as employment that offers equitable income,
workplace rights, social security and dignity. This
principle is integrated into Sustainable
Development Goal 8 (SDG-8), which advocates
“decent work for all”. Measured this way, India’s
labour market persistently exhibits high levels of
informality, insecure employment, and
increasing inequalities.

Measuring decent work

Using two rounds of the Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS), 2017-18 and 2023-24, the quality of
employment in India has been analysed. By
constructing a multidimensional Decent Work
Index (DWI) based on three subdimensions —
employment status, employment opportunity,
and social security — across five major industries
(agriculture, manufacturing, construction,
wholesale and retail, and transport), it was
observed that India has made progress in
improving work conditions over time. The overall
DWI increased from 0.247 in 2017-18 to 0.302 in
2023-24. While this indicates some improvement
in job quality, the overall level remains
alarmingly low. More importantly, progress has
been uneven across sectors, regions, gender and
caste groups.

Manufacturing in the secondary sector and
transport in the tertiary sector showed the
highest improvement in decent work conditions
during this period. The manufacturing sector’s
DWI increased from 0.324 to 0.411 duetoa
gradual rise in formalisation and digitalisation.
The transport sector also experienced significant
progress (from 0.285 to 0.35), largely due to the
expansion of urban logistics and app-based
platform work. However, these improvements
also reveal an important concern. Even in sectors
where employment conditions have improved,
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Poor-quality
employment
generation has
consequences
for economic
growth.
Workers
without social
security spend
less, save less
and remain
vulnerable to
economic
shocks

access to social security remains limited. A large
number of workers still do not have written
contracts, paid leave, provident fund benefits or
insurance coverage. Though employment
opportunities are increasing, labour protections
and job security are not improving at the same
pace. Agriculture, which continues to employ the
largest share of India’s workforce, remains the
lowest-quality employment generating sector.
The agricultural sector’s DWI marginally
increased from 0.211 to 0.267 during the study
period; most agricultural workers continue to be
self-employed or unpaid family workers without
stable income or labour protections. The issue is
not merely low productivity; rather it is the rise of
informal jobs. Construction and retail sectors tell
a similar story. Workers remain dependent on
casual employment, subcontracting chains and
insecure labour arrangements. Welfare schemes
exist on paper but implementation gaps continue
to exclude millions of workers.

Nearly 90% of India’s workforce remains
informally employed, a share that has risen since
2019, according to the India Employment Report
2024 (ILO-THD). It has expanded into supply
chains, app-based work in the gig and platform
economy, logistics, home-based production, and
in even organised industries through
contractualisation and outsourcing.

The challenge becomes even more serious
when viewed in the context of social inequality.
The analysis by the authors shows that decent
work outcomes improve significantly with
education, formal enterprise employment and
skill training. However, informalisation of jobs
reduces decent work creation in India over time.
Especially concerning is the growing intersection
of caste and gender disadvantage: women from
Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes
experienced a decline in decent-work outcomes
between 2017-18 and 202324, even as outcomes
for men improved. The labour market penalty for
being both female and socially marginalised has
intensified after the COVID-19 pandemic. This
shows that inequality in India’s labour market is
not just economic, it is also structurally rooted in
caste and gender hierarchies.

Regional disparities further expose the uneven
nature of labour market progress. States such as
Goa, Keralam, Tamil Nadu, and Haryana perform
substantially better in terms of decent-work
creation; in contrast, Bihar, Jharkhand, and Uttar
Pradesh continue to lag behind.

The findings point to a serious policy concern:
while India has been able to create more jobs, it is
still struggling to ensure that these jobs provide
decent working conditions and security.

Poor-quality employment generation has
consequences for economic growth. Workers
without social security spend less, save less and
remain vulnerable to economic shocks.
Moreover, informality depresses productivity,
weakens tax capacity, and increases inequality.
India cannot measure labour market success only
through reduction in unemployment rates and
income growth. A country aspiring to become
Viksit Bharat by 2047 cannot rely indefinitely on
insecure, low-paid and unprotected labour.
Economic growth without decent work can
create a workforce that may have jobs, but still
lives with insecurity, instability and a lack of
protection. India has to shift from a job-counting
approach’ to a ‘job-quality approach’.

The way forward

The findings point toward where policy should
focus. First, social protection must extend to all
workers — gig and platform workers,
self-employed, farmers, and informal workers —
through systems that are portable and accessible
regardless of employment status. Platforms such
as e-Shram are a good start, but registering alone
does not guarantee protection; workers need real
protection, not just a database entry.

Second, formalisation policies should focus on
labour conditions, not just business registration.
Enterprises receiving tax incentives or subsidies
should be linked to mandatory worker
protections such as written contracts, paid leave,
and social security contributions.

Third, labour policies need to be more
intersectional. Given that women from
marginalised caste groups are the group whose
outcomes worsened rather than improved,
targeted measures — childcare facilities, safe
transportation, skill training and safeguards
against workplace discrimination — should not be
an afterthought. Finally, labour reforms should
be designed around the needs of workers first,
rather than being framed primarily as a means of
easing the cost of doing business.

The four Labour Codes were introduced in
2025 with the promise of simplifying labour
regulation and expanding protections. However,
implementation remains partial and inconsistent.
Critics argue that while compliance has been
eased for businesses, worker protections may
have diminished with rising contractualisation.

The real test of development is not whether
workers have some kind of work; it is whether
that work provides dignity and security. Until
then, India’s employment success story will
remain incomplete — no nation can call itself
developed while its workforce remains insecure.

02N11. Even as unemployment falls, lack of ‘decent work’ in India

R geat & aTao(g, HRA H GFARTATS H1A° AT FAL

¢ India’s unemployment rate fell from 6.1% in 2017-18 to 3.2% in 2023-24.
R F SRISTITRY X 2017-18 & 6.1% & TehT 2023-24 F 3.2% 8 TS|

e At the same time, female workforce participation increased for the first time in decades as has
been widely reported in government documents.

2T 37T &, FIhRT STl H ST & W Tl1S TS STAhRT o HTHR, GAhT 7 Tgell 7
Afger wriaer ey 91|

¢ Inlight of these positive developments, it is the right time to ask what kind of jobs have been
generated in India recently, and what working conditions accompany them.

5Wmﬁmﬁwwmwﬁam%%maﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁmmaﬁ
mm%%mmmmmwwm

e Thisis |mp0rtant because employment alone does not inherently ensure dignity, security, or a
stable livelihood.

TE Heeaqol ¥, FAHf draer ASTTR I IH0e-3HT0 IR, AT A7 R Jrrahfaer giafdad 6t
gleiT

o A worker engaged in garment sewing without a formal contract, a gig worker without
insurance coverage, or a construction labourer without paid leave may technically be
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considered employed, but they remain outside the promise of decent work.

3MeRe 3reTaer & f9aAT o8 e aTell HIFEITR, STAT &I F dfd 197 HIHITR AT Tl
37eehTeT & T TV HTOT HTgY dereiiehl ®9 & AR H HIAT ST Hehell §, Afehel a6 HFATTITH

HTH & I, ¥ T8I BT B |

e The International Labour Organization (ILO) defines ‘decent work’ as employment that offers
equitable income, workplace rights, social security and dignity.

IARTSET HH HIST (ILO) ‘TFATASTAD 1’ T 0 USHIR & & H IRAT Harg o
T 3T, HREY R IR, FHATTH &I 3R ITRAT FeleT Y |

e This principle is integrated into Sustainable Development Goal 8 (SDG-8), which advocates
“decent work for all”.

Ig facia dad A o1& 8 (SDG-8) # eNfHd &, i “T3ft & forw FFaATtsteieh sra” FI 4T
FLATE

¢ Measured this way, India’s labour market persistently exhibits high levels of informality,
insecure employment, and increasing inequalities.

3H HIET T EW A AR & A9 oI 37 IeioenandT, 3ERfard Yo 3R el Iresmeant
mﬂmﬁrwwaﬁrgé%‘l

Measuring decent work
HFATeTSIoTh hIH T HATholel

e Using two rounds of the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), 2017-18 and 2023-24, the
quality of employment in India has been analysed.

3T H3 T FA&TOT (PLFS) & ar aRi—2017-18 3R 2023-24—3F 31Thal T 3TN Fleh
TRl 3 ASTITR T I[UTERAT T FARAOT T 91T & |

e By constructing a multidimensional Decent Work Index (DWI) based on three subdimensions
— employment status, employment opportunity, and social security — across five major
industries (agriculture, manufacturing, construction, wholesale and retail, and transport), it
was observed that India has made progress in improving work conditions over time.

dier Yo Segeni—agiy, fafarsor, fsior, e 3R gexr SR U aRaga—a AR Hr
e, USTITR & 3aAT AR AAITSTR FRET S et 3T-TATAT IR AN Sgamamsit
FATASITH H1H GBI (DWI) TR ek 917 a1 T dR o TAT & A rd-feafaar 7
R fohare|

e The overall DWI increased from 0.247 in 2017-18 to 0.302 in 2023-24.
%ol DWI 2017-18 & 0.247 & 9T 2023-24 H 0.302 &1 3747

e While this indicates some improvement in job quality, the overall level remains alarmingly low.
gTellTch g ASTITR hT IOTET H T R HT Hehdl &, T 3 ST FHIT T TR ATSTeTeh T & A
gl

e More importantly, progress has been uneven across sectors, regions, gender and caste
groups.

384 ¢ AgeaquT a1 I% & o &1, eftanfore serent, fofar 3R sifa-weggh & ofrer serfer sremer @&
J

¢ Manufacturing in the secondary sector and transport in the tertiary sector showed the highest
improvement in decent work conditions during this period.

3H AT A gfachge &7 & TAf#0T 3N Jeliaeh 879 & IRagel # GFAlToTeTh hi I
aRfeufaat & dea sifres gur @ ar)

e The manufacturing sector's DWI increased from 0.324 to 0.411 due to a gradual rise in
formalisation and digitalisation.
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3iorefRerentoT 3R f3Toreelentor # shifeh gefer & sror fafaHior &1 %1 DW1 0.324 & Fgah

0.411 g Irm|

The transport sector also experienced significant progress (from 0.285 to 0.35), largely due to
the expansion of urban logistics and app-based platform work.

Edl difoieead 3R V-3 Colehid FHIH & aTdR & HRUT IRage &1F 7 3 Seai@ai
T §$ AR 38eHT DWI 0.285 & TG 0.35 & 1|

However, these improvements also reveal an important concern.

gToliteh, & GUR Teh Ageaqul fidm 8 3R X ¢ |

Even in sectors where employment conditions have improved, access to social security
remains limited.

fSreT 1T 3 Aramm hr TRFeUfAar Sec g5 &, 8T o7t Ao FIaT deh Tg o WA =01 g2 ¢
A large number of workers still do not have written contracts, paid leave, provident fund
benefits or insurance coverage.

S HIHIRT o U 379 & TNl 3rgares, HalciaT Jrarehrer, $7fasy f1fer & ey a7 sfiem e =16 ¢ |

Though employment opportunities are increasing, labour protections and job security are not
improving at the same pace.

AR & HAET TG T &, AlheT 4o TR 3R Aoy o1 e & 38 iy & gur A8 @y wr

Agriculture, which continues to employ the largest share of India’s workforce, remains the
lowest-quality employment generating sector.

R oh hriael & Tad 73 REH Y USRS aTell HTY 877 379 37 Fordl e 0T alell USTIR
YT ¥ arer 8T &1

The agricultural sector's DWI marginally increased from 0.211 to 0.267 during the study
period; most agricultural workers continue to be self-employed or unpaid family workers
without stable income or labour protections.

AT AT H BTV & T DWI HABLeN &9 & 0.211 F FgehT 0.267 31T, TR HTY HIFAIR
319 &7 T 3T T 473 F&T o 9T TSR A o) & A1 IRAR & rddfeiesh FIAMR &

The issue is not merely low productivity; rather it is the rise of informal jobs.
HHEAT hdol HH 3cATGHT P oIa] & SToh FATTHTRE VIR TG T &
Construction and retail sectors tell a similar story.

foraoT ik e & r ety ofr &l 1 81

Workers remain dependent on casual employment, subcontracting chains and insecure
labour arrangements.

PIFIR 3Teh A AR, 3T-SHaRT @3 3 IFETe o7 cqaeem3it ) (AR =1 g el

Welfare schemes exist on paper but implementation gaps continue to exclude millions of
workers.

FHeATUTHRT ASATE HETA TR HISIE 8, Afehet fohdTeaer T HAAT & HROT or@l HHEaT 3e 8
3oich ol ¥ dfId 2

Nearly 90% of India’s workforce remains informally employed, a share that has risen since
2019, according to the India Employment Report 2024 (ILO—-IHD).

R USTITR RAIE 2024 (ILO-IHD) & TR, $TR & o181 90% Frieel b AR

ISR T3 g3 & 3R 2019 & a1e; T8 feeam war R

It has expanded into supply chains, app-based work in the gig and platform economy,
logistics, home-based production, and in even organised industries through contractualisation
and outsourcing.

Ig 3Mafel Amren3it, fver 3R coremiT rdegaTr & VI-HEeTR F1H, sifoecdd, T A fFT A
Tl 3cuTeet 3R T deh foh eTfod 3eare # 3t dfaereor a2 3mseafde & JRke e ar gl

The challenge becomes even more serious when viewed in the context of social inequality.

WA FFATAAT o Tedl H Sd ar Ig el 3R & 78 g1 el &1
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The analysis by the authors shows that decent work outcomes improve significantly with
education, formal enterprise employment and skill training.

oTgent & fa2eIoT & gdT TeldT ¢ foh f18T, 3itaamies 3T 7 s 31 Hierer fAsor &
EHTASToTh H1H & IRUTAT 7 Seol@ea LR gl ¢ |
However, informalisation of jobs reduces decent work creation in India over time.

glelleh, VTR T HATATRERIFOT HHI o A HNl 7 FFATASTe1h HIH & Fofel T e Al
gl

Especially concerning is the growing intersection of caste and gender disadvantage: women
from Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes experienced a decline in decent-work
outcomes between 2017-18 and 2023-24, even as outcomes for men improved.

ST 3R FelaT-3menRie dereir 7 Sed Aol T &9 F Ridreters & g siesiadt 3R 3=
Troar 397 fr Afgensit & fow 2017-18 T 2023-24 & ST TFATTSTAS HIH & TRUMA 978,
STafes oSt o forw Sofa gur g3

The labour market penalty for being both female and socially marginalised has intensified

after the COVID-19 pandemic.
COVID-19 FEHERY & e, AR gl 3R T &9 & 11T W) gl 1 s3-a1eR Faell gl

A IR T IS 7

This shows that inequality in India’s labour market is not just economic, it is also structurally
rooted in caste and gender hierarchies.

SHY IdT Il & T ARG & 17 ST9TR & 31GHIdT shdof 371 Jg1 &, dTedh oNfa 3R e
Clalo_-IQ%J:li #F ofr g S mﬁ?ﬂéaﬂ Y §U%|

Regional disparities further expose the uneven nature of labour market progress.

ST TTATAATC 437 TSR T JaTTel o HHATH TGET T 3R 3SR FAT & |

States such as Goa, Keralam, Tamil Nadu, and Haryana perform substantially better in terms
of decent-work creation; in contrast, Bihar, Jharkhand, and Uttar Pradesh continue to lag
behind.

HEATTST ASTITR Fole o HHST H 3T, Held, ATHAATS 3R gRAOT S T H1hT dgek
el X §; 39 TAWId, foeR, 3IREs 3R 301 92r 319 o fi5 8|

The findings point to a serious policy concern: while India has been able to create more jobs,
it is still struggling to ensure that these jobs provide decent working conditions and security.

forsers wep 38R AT fRIAT 1 3R Fohe i & R 3170 Al Rl Yar st 7 o gl @t
€, olfehet Tg GIATRH it & 31 o HaS &Y g7 & Toh 3T Alp AT H ForATararars wrd-Reyfaat
3k e el

Poor-quality employment generation has consequences for economic growth.

o F[UTET dTel TR T FoTat 3T T i genfad e g

Workers without social security spend less, save less and remain vulnerable to economic
shocks.

AT GRAT & A HIHAIR ol T A 8, e T el & 3 TR Hehi o Tict
3R T8l €

Moreover, informality depresses productivity, weakens tax capacity, and increases inequality.
S 3TeITaT, AT ScTeehdT TeTcl &, R el hT &THCT HeeAR Pl ¢ AR FFHATAT
Jerc gl

India cannot measure labour market success only through reduction in unemployment rates
and income growth.
HIRT A FTSTR HT TheIT &l sharel SRS &¥ 7 et 3R 3T Jefar @ 71 AT o1

A country aspiring to become Viksit Bharat by 2047 cannot rely indefinitely on insecure, low-
paid and unprotected labour.
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2047 T TaShTHA AR FaTal hT JATeRTET TG ATell &2 IGITEI, e dcfel aTel 3R ALEToT-fagher
A 9T AR el e N8R 8T @ TehaTT

e Economic growth without decent work can create a workforce that may have jobs, but still
lives with insecurity, instability and a lack of protection.

HFATTAAS FIH & (91T 3T FrTd 0T RIS YT hT HohdT & ToT@eh 91 At dr &1, ofereT
aE 3T, 3TEUTAT 3R TETOT & 31877 A ST el

¢ India has to shift from a ‘job-counting approach’ to a ‘job-quality approach’.

HRA T ANHRAT Y A aTel ISR & AR AT IJUTGT dTel GTECHIOT T 3R TG=1T 1|

The way forward

A A TE

e The findings point toward where policy should focus.
sy gaTa § for S &1 eareT e 833t ) g TRy

e First, social protection must extend to all workers — gig and platform workers, self-
employed, farmers, and informal workers — through systems that are portable and accessible
regardless of employment status.

TE T, AT F&TT FefY FIHATRI—FaT 3R TEHiH HRTRY, TT-USTITR et arelt, fohamar
3R HATenRen FRATRI—c TE SHTEATIHT & ATCTHA § Tl AT S AT Hr Feafa &
TIAT T W EATRONT 3R GoreT gl

e Platforms such as e-Shram are a good start, but registering alone does not guarantee
protection; workers need real protection, not just a database entry.

e-Shram SI # 36T 31T 8, Afehat herel ToiehTOT & FR&TT T IR 16T [HelclY; HHIRT Y
aIECTash TRETOT T1fg T, Fith Sered & gt &A1 e |

e Second, formalisation policies should focus on labour conditions, not just business
registration.

g, Jqenfehrentor S ST T STl shdel STTHIT TSHehoT TR 61, ST 43 T aRFuferat
W Bl TR

e Enterprises receiving tax incentives or subsidies should be linked to mandatory worker
protections such as written contracts, paid leave, and social security contributions.

Y NedTge AT HIHST It aTel Szt o fore Ffe 3fejerer, HacieT 3raehier 3R AT GRa
3RAETeT ST HIHIR FETT AR gt AR

e Third, labour policies need to be more intersectional.
R, &1 At fafdesT R TI=131t o IREUX THIGT ol €TeT H IW@AT A1feT |

e Given that women from marginalised caste groups are the group whose outcomes worsened
rather than improved, targeted measures — childcare facilities, safe transportation, skill
training and safeguards against workplace discrimination — should not be an afterthought.

ek gIfRIT IR T 97T SAfr-waggh B Afgen3it & aRom gerat & soima foers &, safore oferd
3YTT—areal Y S@eTel T Giaery, Friara gRage, ierel G107 3R FRITYS R T §
GUET—TE, 7 Hreet aTell a1t o761 gietl Aoy |

e Finally, labour reforms should be designed around the needs of workers first, rather than
being framed primarily as a means of easing the cost of doing business.

37cTel:, A GERT T Tgol HIFIRT T ST & TR T TIR T ST =18, o fob Fed:
FRITR T ARTd TeTe & Tl & §9 7|

e The four Labour Codes were introduced in 2025 with the promise of simplifying labour
regulation and expanding protections.

A G T G TeTet A AIETT T TR TG & dTe; o 1Y TR A HRATT 2025 3 oI
gy
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However, implementation remains partial and inconsistent.

gTelTeh, 3oTehT fohdTea et 31 81 37Tk 3T 3rFeTa &

Critics argue that while compliance has been eased for businesses, worker protections may
have diminished with rising contractualisation.

mmﬁ%%mﬁimmmgm%ﬁﬁmmﬁﬁwa?m
HIFIRT T FETOT FHSAR G & Fehell B

The real test of development is not whether workers have some kind of work; it is whether
that work provides dignity and security.

T FI 37T FIIET TE ATl & fob PRI & I fohET A T F1H § AT 18T, AT Tg & fob
e 1A 3¢ ATRAT 3R FR&T AT § AT AL |

Until then, India’s employment success story will remain incomplete — no nation can call itself
developed while its workforce remains insecure.

ST T T LT BT, HRA &Y AR -HH T &l Fglett ey eli—aprs o S2r ¥z ot faspfaa
+TET &g Hehdll, ATe SHRT HIAeel IR TETT 7= G|

An energy revolution in the making

ore than 21 lakh
of the 65 lakh
homes with PM
Surya Ghar

rooftop solar have received
a zero electricity bill. Life
for young Indians, once
marked by monthly bills
and regular power cuts, has
seen a sea change. Now,
they ask how an inverter
works, what a battery costs,
and whether Al can run
decentralised solar. Such
questions are creating
engineers, entrepreneurs,
skilled technicians, and
informed citizens. India is
raising its first generation of
power producers and
innovators, and I believe
they will shape our energy
economy for Viksit Bharat
by 2047.

This rests on a decade of
initiatives led by Hon’ble
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi. In the last 12
years, India has achieved
both speed and scale, with
installed solar capacity up
by around 6007%, from 2.8
GW in 2014 to 171 GW today.
Solar power that cost
around %8 a unit in 2014-15
now sells for as low as 32.15,
thanks to an ecosystem,
including PM-KUSUM
scheme, built on the vision
to achieve 500 GW of
installed power capacity
from non-fossil fuel sources
by 2030. India stands as the
only G20 country to have
met its 2030 target of 50%
non-fossil capacity five years
early. This first chapter has
proved that solar works for
Indian households.

Now, the second will take
agri-photovoltaics to
farmers under PM-KUSUM
2.0, pair storage with solar,
prioritise State-level green
corridors, deepen rooftop
solar penetration, and
digitise our networks for
more renewables. Our 500
GW commitment needs
$220 billion investment -

Pralhad Joshi

is Union Minister for
New and Renewable
Energy, Government
of India & President of
ISA Assembly

Solar power that
cost close to 10
a unit in 2014
now sells for as
low as 215,
thanks to an
ecosystem built
on the vision o
achieve 500 GW
of installed
power capacity
from non-fossil
fuel sources by
2030

$150 billion domestic and
$70 billion as FDI. Capital,
manufacturing, storage, and
people will decide how well
we do it, along with Global
South partners.

Capital comes first. The
first milestone of one lakh
PM Surya Ghar solar
installations took months;
now, we achieve the
number every six days.
Under PM-KUSUM, our
‘annadata’ has become our
‘urjadata’ too, with over 30
lakh standalone solar
pumps installed. The
private sector will lead the
build-out, with our States as
partmers, by building parks
such as Khavda, the world’s
largest hybrid renewable
energy park. Next, rooftops
and pumps must become a
bankable asset class with a
clear pipeline for Indian and
foreign pension funds and
institutional investors.

Manufacturing is next.
The PLI scheme brought
high-efficiency
module-making home. The
capacity of solar module
now exceeds 225 GW and
around 45 GW of cells.
Investment must now go
into cells, wafers, and
polysilicon. The National
Green Hydrogen Mission is
building an electrolyser
industry for 5 million tonnes
a year by 2030.

Storage comes third. The
Central Electricity Authority
sees a need for 236 GWh of
batteries by 2031-32, and the
Cabinet-approved third
phase of the Green Energy
Corridor will support 50
GWh with 50,000 crore
and new transmission.

The last but most
important is people.
Rooftop solar creates
significantly more jobs than
ground-mounted projects. It
requires local teams for
surveying, designing,
installing, connecting and
servicing the systems —

taking green jobs beyond
major cities to places closer
home for lakhs of youth. It
also employs a high share of
women. Our 500 GW target
and the Green Hydrogen
Mission could also support
lakhs of full-time-equivalent
jobs by 2030.

Under India’s 2023 G20
Presidency, the African
Union joined the G20
permanently, and leaders
agreed to work towards
tripling renewables capacity
by 2030. This September, as
BRICS Chair, we saw the
New Delhi Declaration
adopted unanimously,
backing a BRICS Solar PV
Cooperation Roadmap and
principles for smart grids
and storage.

The International Solar
Alliance, launched by India
and France in Paris in 2015,
turns that agenda into
delivery. The first 1,000 GW
of global solar power took
25 years; the next came in
two. With 130 signatory and
member countries, ISA is
helping build skills through
a Global Capability Centre,
an Al-driven ISA Academy,
and centres of excellence in
17 countries, with capital
from the $200-million Africa
Solar Facility, managed with
Africa50.

The Bharat Renewable
Energy Summit & Expo
2026 at Bharat Mandapam
on November 2-5, to be
inaugurated by the Hon'ble
Prime Minister, will host, for
the first time, the Ninth ISA
Assembly and the Fourth
International Conference on
Green Hydrogen together.
With the participating
countries and institutions,
we will discuss what solar
can do for them and how
they can achieve reliable
power, energy security
without imported fuel, and
food security through solar
irrigation, all in the spirit of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.

our energy economy for Viksit Bharat by 2047.

02N11. An energy revolution in
the making

AR gidY FaT Hifa

e More than 21 lakh of the 65 lakh
homes with PM Surya Ghar rooftop
solar have received a zero electricity
bill.

diesr gF B Fheld Hier dlel 65 o ERT
A Y 21 G § 3T b1 4= Rsrelt e
Ao gl

e Life for young Indians, once
marked by monthly bills and regular
power cuts, has seen a sea change.

gmmnﬁa"rwsﬁaa,a’rmﬂanﬁﬁ%
STl ot 3R fAafaa fSael el &

FORT @ o, 319 O TG el AT

o Now, they ask how an inverter
works, what a battery costs, and whether
Al can run decentralised solar.

39 d IBd § [ 3acy H HIA AT g,
Jer T A fhdetr § 3R a1 wang
fasrdia TR Foil cawT Tet GahdT ¢

e Such questions are creating
engineers, entrepreneurs, skilled
technicians, and informed citizens.

U AT SoMTIaR, ST, el
ThATRATT 3R TR ARTRS JIAR FHT
w8l

e Indiais raising its first

generation of power producers and
innovators, and | believe they will shape
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T faerell 3curgap! 3T AAFAYHT Y 3r9e) ggell N IR R @, IR AT A g fF 3
2047 d%F TASRAT HRT Y FaT 3THTTEAT T 3R ST

This rests on a decade of initiatives led by Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi.
g HIAATT TTAHAT AT 7 AT oh AcJed F YE I TS Tl & Teh &0eh TR LM ¢

In the last 12 years, India has achieved both speed and scale, with installed solar capacity
up by around 6007%, from 2.8 GW in 2014 to 171 GW today.

el 12 aut & 3R & a1 3R Aaerar—Iat g1fae T §; Tafaa G &a78dT 1978197 6007%
Foa 2014 & 2.8 IRTMaTe & 31T 171 INIATE &Y 1S &

Solar power that cost around %8 a unit in 2014-15 now sells for as low as %2.15, thanks to an
ecosystem, including PM-KUSUM, built on the vision to achieve 500 GW of installed power
capacity from non-fossil fuel sources by 2030.

2014-15 # Tore @R forsTelt &1 e erarerar 28 9fcy Ifeie o, a5 e geehs 32.15 G TE 9 TS ¢,
SaeT A7 38 TRIEATAR TF 1 ST & e droar-Fager o enfdrer § 3RS 2030 T 3R-
Sfamed Suar WAt ¥ 500 FfemaTe TATT fSaTelr &THT 81fAe S¥a h TR eT=T U 3TeTid &1

India stands as the only G20 country to have met its 2030 target of 50% non-fossil capacity
five years early.

T 120 T ThATT AT 22U § fordsy 2030 & T [AeTRa 50% IR-SNared &7H T &1 a8y urg
Iy Ugol & gITeT o forT B

This first chapter has proved that solar works for Indian households.
$H Ugol TROT & Wiferd foham § o TR e’ & fow @ 3ell R &

Now, the second will take agri-photovoltaics to farmers under PM-KUSUM 2.0, pair storage
with solar, prioritise State-level green corridors, deepen rooftop solar penetration, and
digitise our networks for more renewables.

3 G TOT A NUA-FHA 2.0 & gl [haT=AT T FIV-PICIGIeeTFH T¢ AT e, @R Fit &
WY $HSROT T ST ST, TT- T R IFAART T Frffiehir &1 STwst, Fhera Ao i
TaEdR g1 3R AAeRoNar Fsit 1 REIERY FoTe & foIw gaAR Aeah i fsforeeiienor fvar
ST

Our 500 GW commitment needs $220 billion investment — $150 billion domestic and $70
billion as FDI.

500 dfrarrare & gARY Yfdaeerdr & fow 220 3R« SfeR & e H TR §—150 3R SfeR Tl
forarer 31 70 3RE sTeR wegaT gl f@der (FDI) & &9 A|

Capital, manufacturing, storage, and people will decide how well we do it, along with Global
South partners.

afRaeh gf&ivT & ASIGRT & AT [Ace 57 38 fohaa Aol 8191, I8 Yail, fafarsor, sisror 3k
STt 9% fAe am|

Capital comes first.

o g Ioh|

The first milestone of one lakh PM Surya Ghar solar installations took months; now, we
achieve the number every six days.

UH G TR & A6l Teh ol R TTSSTaAT ohT Tgell IS §TIael it H Helall o1l &; 379 §H &Y
og e 7 ug geareRa a8

Under PM-KUSUM, our ‘annadata’ has become our ‘urjadata’ too, with over 30 lakh
standalone solar pumps installed.

RUH-FYHA & el 30 AW W 3T Tl € 99 91T S b € 3R §AR ‘feaferar 319
FoAerar i a1 T E|

The private sector will lead the build-out, with our States as partners, by building parks such
as Khavda, the world’s largest hybrid renewable energy park.
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forst &t 38 FaTdR 1 Aea WM 3R T HBIGR Foiel; 3HF dged WIAST S UTeh F=ATT SATLa,
ST gforam T T I3 e s AdiEoiT ST 9 g

Next, rooftops and pumps must become a bankable asset class with a clear pipeline for
Indian and foreign pension funds and institutional investors.

AT HEH g BielT ATV foh THeT Arer AR 97 fader e aiwufer aet oo 31 R aar
et Geret et va HEATeTA farent & Tl TRESIAT3T hr Tve Tt 3Tt 81|
Manufacturing is next.

3Te HeA fafasTor #

The PLI scheme brought high-efficiency module-making home.

fee3Ts Fherar o IT-gaTar aTe Aiggal H1 RATRHAT SR & Forar geran|

The capacity of solar module now exceeds 225 GW and around 45 GW of cells.

319 €Y Alsgelt $r faf#ToT &7o7dT 225 Ffemmare & 31 3R HR dor 6T 477ar F9remT 45
errare g

Investment must now go into cells, wafers, and polysilicon.

e foraer der, IwY R aienfafopleT & 3cd1gsT # AT a1fe v

The National Green Hydrogen Mission is building an electrolyser industry for 5 million
tonnes a year by 2030.

TG g FTEZISTeT fARIAT 2030 ek Fell=lT 5 fATerdeT eoT 3cutet & oeg & 318
FAFCIAFI 3EANT IR F & &

Storage comes third.
T T W $EROT B

The Central Electricity Authority sees a need for 236 GWh of batteries by 2031-32, and the
Cabinet-approved third phase of the Green Energy Corridor will support 50 GWh with
%50,000 crore and new transmission.

Farg fega Tfteor & 31TaR 2031-32 deh 236 FMarare-te i FeRt 1 3raegehar grfl, 3R
R FatT aTferm o1 ATHSE & Fliehed AIERT =0T 150,000 1S 3R T IRYOT o & F1Y 50
feTTaTe-6e S &TAT &l FHIA G|

The last but most important is people.

sifers, AT o Fgeaul age AT ¥

Rooftop solar creates significantly more jobs than ground-mounted projects.

FTHET Ao § ST I ST ST dTel FAT ST JolelT 7 T 3770 AoreTR YT 3t £

It requires local teams for surveying, designing, installing, connecting and servicing the
systems — taking green jobs beyond major cities to places closer home for lakhs of youth.

o7 JuTIToral & TA&TOT, F3SATSeT, TATILAT, FatareleT 3R TRETT F forw T St $r Fd gt
t—=a9 gRa VIR 53 A T 916, amzr’rgmﬁa?uﬁé?qmaaqg“’aﬁ%l

It also employs a high share of women.

59 &1 7 A3l T REAGRT o 31T |

Our 500 GW target and the Green Hydrogen Mission could also support lakhs of full-time-
equivalent jobs by 2030.

GART 500 INTTaTe 1 ey 3R TR gT83YTeT AT 2030 Aeh Tl qoterifores FHEFAT ASTaRY 1

oY A ¢ g B

Under India’s 2023 G20 Presidency, the African Union joined the G20 permanently, and
leaders agreed to work towards tripling renewables capacity by 2030.

R &1 2023 Fr 20 mm%?kmm@rﬁaFww@rsﬁzommgmaﬂrﬁanﬁﬁ
2030 T AdRIONT Fit &THAT &Y clieT T[T et T F=MT H 1 FXel IR Fe AT TS|

This September, as BRICS Chair, we saw the New Delhi Declaration adopted unanimously,
backing a BRICS Solar PV Cooperation Roadmap and principles for smart grids and
storage.
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=g fAdeR & o 3regsT & T F g 1% el 9NN Sl Fa9FATd ¥ 9T @, forasT
foTa @R fidt agaier AsAT qur FA A3 3R sisRr & it w1 @@« fomar |

The International Solar Alliance, launched by India and France in Paris in 2015, turns that
agenda into delivery.

HRCT 3 5P E@RT 2015 H ARA F Y& T TT HARTERT WR TS 56 Tols &Y AT H
e T HTH FIAT L |

The first 1,000 GW of global solar power took 25 years; the next came in two.
dfRae FR FsiT & Tger 1,000 IMGTE e Tga=t 7 25 I 031, 313Ter 1,000 MaTE dhefet 2 It
G R

With 130 signatory and member countries, ISA is helping build skills through a Global

Capability Centre, an Al-driven ISA Academy, and centres of excellence in 17 countries,
with capital from the $200-million Africa Solar Facility, managed with Africa50.

130 BEATERHAT 1R TeET 221 ATl FaRTSET TR IS (ISA) U SRaeh &1 dheg, TIHTE-
AT ISA 3rhTeat X 17 230 7 Scepsedl dhal & ATETH § el [AhAd Fiel H FHee AT @l
¢ 38 faw §5i 200 fAfore Sier @ e e BRATE & frer @ &, foraem yaws

Africa50 & I fRaT STaT g1

The Bharat Renewable Energy Summit & Expo 2026 at Bharat Mandapam on November
2-5, to be inaugurated by the Hon’ble Prime Minister, will host, for the first time, the Ninth ISA
Assembly and the Fourth International Conference on Green Hydrogen together.

AT TUTAHAT GaRT 2 § 5 AdS deh AR ASYH H 3eHfed [T STTel arel IR Ao
ST fAIWT FFAET U9 TFHIT 2026 F Ugell IR ATSTAT Y At worm 33T g erssiorer uv alar
HAWTSE FFAA Teh AT AT git |

With the participating countries and institutions, we will discuss what solar can do for them
and how they can achieve reliable power, energy security without imported fuel, and
food security through solar irrigation, all in the spirit of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.

19T oY aTer SRit 3R TTat & T2y & ot hiaY foh TR FoiT 3e7eh forw Far S T & 3R 3
fregwaity fsrelt, smranfaa Suar & e st gram aur vk R & areas § @y gear o
gITEeT R Tehl &6 T TYUT FgFasha chl HIde1T & 3HeT&T g
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What does the Binance hack

mean for investors?

Who was responsible for the Binance hack, and what do investigators know about the attackers?

The story so far:

ne of the world’s top
cryptocurrency exchange
platforms, Binance, was hit by

acyberattack on October 29
that led to the loss of assets valued at over
$6 billion.

How did the Binance hack take place?
On October 30, after independent crypto
trackers posted warnings, Binance
announced that it was aware of reports of
a “potential security issue,” but assured
users that their funds were safe.

Binance then moved to pause deposits
and withdrawals, promising they would
resume after the security checks were
complete — ideally within 48 hours.
Deposits were later enabled again.

Hours later, Binance shared that the
“security incident” led to estimated losses
totalling around $6.3 billion. Adding that
it worked with industry partners and
other blockchain companies in order to
freeze the stolen assets, Binance
announced that around $3 billion had
been frozen on-chain. Stablecoin
companies Circle and Tether, which issue
a more stable cryptocurrency pegged to
the value of the U.S. dollar, said they froze
assets linked to the hack.

Tether’s CEO reported that Tether
froze more than 1.567 billion USDT, while
Circle’s CEO announced that the company
had frozen more than 800 million USDC.
However, these statements have alienated
some customers who believe in a 100%
decentralised crypto system, where
corporate leaders do not get involved in
recovering other companies” lost funds.

Some crypto advocates, though, classified
this as proof of the industry coming
together to mitigate cybercrimes.

According to Binance’s initial
investigation, the hack “may involve a
compromised DevOps engineer’s laptop,”
through which the attacker was able to
access a service container and submit
unauthorised withdrawal transactions.

Binance co-CEO Richard Teng
defended the company’s security
protocols on social media. Mr. Teng
stressed that the hack was a complex one,
and that the attacker did not use a sole
engineer’s permissions or exploit a
“one-click” action. Binance later disclosed
“additional points of breach.”

Binance said it found no evidence of
any wallet private keys being leaked, and
committed to sharing a detailed technical
post-mortem once the facts were verified.

Binance committed to covering the
stolen funds through its Secure Asset
Fund for Users (SAFU) and the corporate
treasury. While $5 billion of the funds
were already held in the exact token
assets that were impacted, per the
company, it is buying the remaining
amount in token assets through market
channels and OTC channels.

‘Who is behind the Binance hack?
The Binance hackers and their motives
have not yet been confirmed. However,
multiple crypto hackers have the backing
of hostile states, with North Korean
hackers often targeting crypto exchanges
as a way to get around economic
sanctions. The 2024 multi-million-dollar
WazirX exchange hack, for example, was
attributed to the North Korean Lazarus
Group. Binance did not initially name a
perpetrator or accuse any individuals.
However, blockchain analytics platform
Chainalysis said it observed funds, which
were stolen by North Korea in another
exploit, commingling with funds stolen
from Binance. “We have a high degree of
confidence that DPRK is responsible for
the $6.4 billion hack of Binance,” posted
Chainalysis on X, attributing the attack to
the TraderTraitor cybercrime group
which has links to the Lazarus Group.
However, according to Chainalysis, the

02N11. What does the Binance hack mean for investors?

Binance g% HT a2t & faw Far Adee 82

pattern of laundering the stolen assets
suggested that the attackers were using
automation to cover their tracks and loop
funds through repeated addresses.

What does this mean for the sector?
Crypto hacks generally trigger
widespread panic and anger; many
traders know they are investing in a
largely unregulated market and have few
legal protections during a crisis. This
time, social media users reacted with
anger over learning that a compromised
employee laptop was part of the security
lapse. The Binance hack rattled the
crypto markets, with the Bitcoin,
Ethereum’s Ether, and Binance-linked
BNB cryptocurrencies seeing noticeable
but not drastic price drops.

While Binance promised to weather
the storm, it has already faced legal heat
across jurisdictions. Take the U.S.
Treasury, which in 2023 announced
historic settlements with the exchange
over its failure to stop and report
suspicious transactions with terrorists,
ransomware attackers, money launderers,
criminals, and users in Iran, North Korea,
Syria, and the Crimea region of Ukraine.

Now, the fact that the world’s largest
crypto exchange was exploited for billions
of dollars will undoubtedly complicate
Binance’s already contentious operations.

e One of the world’s top cryptocurrency exchange platforms, Binance, was hit by a
cyberattack on October 29 that led to the loss of assets valued at over $6 billion.

gferaT o I FhCelehtdll Uarelsl CchidA 7 & T, Binance, T 29 3TeFEsR I HAISER gell
g3, fSra9 6 3R STeR { 31Tk ey 1 IREafar @ a1

Binance %a?%k#§3m

How did the Binance hack take place?

e On October 30, after independent crypto trackers posted warnings, Binance announced that it
was aware of reports of a “potential security issue,” but assured users that their funds were

safe.

30 et Y, T foheel Ehd qarT ddraferal Y fhu Sitet & &g Binance & a7 f& 38
"I GIBT THEIT T TaT Y SATABNT &, AAfehet IHA STANThciI3 o ITRaed fohar foh
JoTehT TeITRY AT B

e Binance then moved to pause deposits and withdrawals, promising they would resume after
the security checks were complete — ideally within 48 hours.

g8 916 Binance & STAT 3R foehlr ek &1 3R gl Toh &t Sird I glet o STe—31esl &9 &
48 ©¢ & #ia—3 YaTU T Y& Y &1 St |

e Deposits were later enabled again.

S # STAT T giaem T & H & TS|

e Hours later, Binance shared that the “security incident” led to estimated losses totalling
around $6.3 billion.

$T ©¢ S Binance & ST 3 “HR&T HeAT” § ST 6.3 IR STe T 3T AT 3T

e Adding that it worked with industry partners and other blockchain companies in order to
freeze the stolen assets, Binance announced that around $3 billion had been frozen on-chain.

FE ST §U T oY Y 978 IR Y 51T et & T 38 3eeT & Aetert 3R 3=
Soliehdel SHTAT o GT ST foRT, Binance = BIOT T fah oI9T879T 3 31E ST bl IRAT AT
sdlFReT 9 YT T & 1S i

e Stablecoin companies Circle and Tether, which issue a more stable cryptocurrency pegged to
the value of the U.S. dollar, said they froze assets linked to the hack.

FEUReET STRY et arel St Circle 3R Tether = &gl foh 3eglal goh & SIST TRETTIET hY st

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page30



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488
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3aTHd 37U R T gl

Tether's CEO reported that Tether froze more than 1.567 billion USDT, while Circle’s CEO
announced that the company had frozen more than 800 million USDC.

Tether & HET HIIHRI HTARRT o SATAT 7o Sueil o1 1.567 IR USDT & 3iTeren IR ShisT &,
aa%cncleasﬂmmmmﬁmﬁﬁ;m# 800 fAfeIa USDC & 3118 fr
et T

However, these statements have alienated some customers who believe in a 100%
decentralised crypto system, where corporate leaders do not get involved in recovering other
companies’ lost funds.

BTalTeh, 3T AT & F565 e AT U &, S I e Fardhelgpar fomeey sromelt # farears et —
QY JoTTelr 7 huforal & AT gE HATA T TS §S YR AT 9Tet o H1H 3 &@el g &el |

Some crypto advocates, though, classified this as proof of the industry coming together to
mitigate cybercrimes.

gTellieh, S fohtel THYHT o1 ST HIFSR IORTT T o F:XaA & ToIT 3G & Teholc §lel T FHIOT
HAT|

According to Binance’s initial investigation, the hack “may involve a compromised DevOps
engineer’s laptop,” through which the attacker was able to access a service container and
submit unauthorised withdrawal transactions.

Binance T YR Silel o 37K, & H “HITc: DevOps SoilTeIaR T Teh VAT oUeiT MiHAT AT
TSrehT e & aasitar fohar aram ar; mmmwmqu@wm
eIl TAehTEl eleieet SioT aram|

Binance co-CEO Richard Teng defended the company’s security protocols on social media.
Binance?W—ﬂ@mmw&ﬁmﬂmwéﬁﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁmﬂ
g faar|

Mr. Teng stressed that the hack was a complex one, and that the attacker did not use a sole
engineer’s permissions or exploit a “one-click” action.

# &9 F R X gl foh T8 Teh FAfCel goh AT 3R §HATER o fheT Ueh Safeiax o 3TTERRT hr
SEAATS LT TohaT AT, o BY “Ueh-Toboteh” ATel fohely 1¥aTs oht qouraitar fama a|

Binance later disclosed “additional points of breach.”

ST & Binance & “G&T & Aer & 3ifaRer fSigai” s gomar |

Binance said it found no evidence of any wallet private keys being leaked, and committed to
sharing a detailed technical post-mortem once the facts were verified.

Binance @ gl o 38 dleic o Tosil Tl o Sfieh glet T hIS THTOT TET fHell 3R 38 T2
T glel & 16 TaEd deheiiehl TG HISTT &et T dTaT [

Binance committed to covering the stolen funds through its Secure Asset Fund for Users
(SAFU) and the corporate treasury.

Binance & 379+ ¥t & farw gefarar aRwafa #iw (SAFU) WM%W@W@W
T FIUTS et T aTer fopar|

While $5 billion of the funds were already held in the exact token assets that were impacted,
per the company, it is buying the remaining amount in token assets through market channels
and OTC channels.

U o ITTER, T Sehell 7 & 5 3RS SleR Tgel U &1 38eh I &; A IR & e TE SR
3R 3aT-g-F3eX (OTC) ALTAT T TWlE W &l

Who is behind the Binance hack?

Binance g & NS ST &7

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 1



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

e The Binance hackers and their motives have not yet been confirmed.
Binance &eh et aTell AR Iefeh 3eg e 1 3130 iS¢ =7¢l g3 &

e However, multiple crypto hackers have the backing of hostile states, with North Korean
hackers often targeting crypto exchanges as a way to get around economic sanctions.

gTellieh, &g fohTel gehil T QIATYUT &It shT HHYT JTed §; 3o HIRATS §oh HFER 31T
gfaaet & oet & fav force) varaeisit &t fAemar sa1a €

o The 2024 multi-million-dollar WazirX exchange hack, for example, was attributed to the North
Korean Lazarus Group.

38T & T, 2024ﬁWazirxuwﬁaﬁ§éa%ﬁﬁuﬁﬁm@raﬁrwmmaﬁﬁma%
Lazarus Group Y ol3TTT 31T AT|
e Binance did not initially name a perpetrator or accuse any individuals.

Qﬁsﬂ?rﬁrBinanceﬁmmwmaﬁmaﬂtaammwmml

o However, blockchain analytics platform Chainalysis said it observed funds, which were stolen
by North Korea in another exploit, commingling with funds stolen from Binance.

gTciiTeh, Selldhde fa2eINUT HT Chainalysis =7 gl foh 38T ¢@T foh 38X HIRAT GaRT U 3T
A5 §H H TS TS YT, Binance { TS TS =1 & AT Tt 1T 1|

e “We have a high degree of confidence that DPRK is responsible for the $6.4 billion hack of
Binance,” posted Chainalysis on X, attributing the attack to the TraderTraitor cybercrime
group which has links to the Lazarus Group.

Chainalysis & X 9T forgT, Bﬁsﬁmﬂa@mm%ﬁ? Binance ¥ 6.4 3 SfolX I
IR & FAIT SNHRF [AFAGR §1” 381 36 §H T 3RT Trader Traitor HISET UL HHE TN

T, T @ Lazarus Group & e £

e However, according to Chainalysis, the pattern of laundering the stolen assets suggested that
the attackers were using automation to cover their tracks and loop funds through repeated
addresses.

glellieh, Chainalysis & 38R, TRT T TS TRETTIAT T TR 87 TG@Tet & clieh & Hehel
TR T o §HeER 3791 Il e 3R ST T SR-aR 7el3T-37el9T Tail & AT & fov
TaaTfeld Jonferdt T 39T 1 I8 I

What does this mean for the sector?

sHT fhce) 8T & foT FIT AdaT &2

e Crypto hacks generally trigger widespread panic and anger; many traders know they are
investing in a largely unregulated market and have few legal protections during a crisis.

e ¥ ¥ 3H a W cargs gage 3R A YT ald & FE FReRA A gar g R a2
YT IR HIAATAT TAR 7 AT @ & IR ART & THA 3¢ TGl A Plofoi! TXATOT AT
gl

e This time, social media users reacted with anger over learning that a compromised employee
laptop was part of the security lapse.

3 S, g SiTeTehe RIS HTSAT STAIThATT o ARTSTI STATS fob &t & e & NS Teh hota iy
T THT AT AT TSTeehT gRat & Fagitar fear argr |

e The Binance hack rattled the crypto markets, with the Bitcoin, Ethereum’s Ether, and
Binance-linked BNB cryptocurrencies seeing noticeable but not drastic price drops.

Binance g & foheel SITSIR f&el a7, Bitcoin, Ethereum &I Ether 3 Binance & 5[t BNB
foRTeTentalY BT SHAc # Seerget, eifehet g S5 =7, fRTae IS |

¢ While Binance promised to weather the storm, it has already faced legal heat across
jurisdictions.
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STgl Binance & Hehe ¥ 31 &7 aTeT foham &, 981 39 faffiest saraeisi & ugel & &1 FIefeh &ara

T TTHAT HLAT TST &

e Take the U.S. Treasury, which in 2023 announced historic settlements with the exchange
over its failure to stop and report suspicious transactions with terrorists, ransomware
attackers, money launderers, criminals, and users in Iran, North Korea, Syria, and the Crimea
region of Ukraine.

3CT80T & foIT, 2023 & 3ARET e faemer & 59 varadst & @rer efasfas gasilar 6 arvor 6
Y| golg g oY o a8 3dsharieal, TaaHaIR §HTaRT, eIl ey arall, TORTTSIT 2T 530,
IR IR, MR 3R Fehet & RAIT 817 & STATHAIN & 3 AeTer aveat Yevet 3T a7k

AT ot # Tathor TgT AT

o Now, the fact that the world’s largest crypto exchange was exploited for billions of dollars will
undoubtedly complicate Binance’s already contentious operations.

319, T & Fal 913 ohee! TereeieT & 3l STor 1 AN glet o7 2y fAfRed &9 & Binance &
ggol O &Y faaret 7 o sreerret &t 31 Sifeer sar &9m|

Sivakasi: sparklmg opportunities ahead

Sangeetha Kandavel travels to the dusty town to see how it has bel I‘I(hlL‘d from the industry that has sustained it and allowed it to grow

very few seconds, a car or a large vehi-
cle bearing a number plate from anoth-
er State rolls down Thiruthangal Road

desh, and Maharashtra operating their own fire-
works units.
The fireworks industry has also been discuss-

wvalue chain, such as exports and supplying to the
defence and space sectors,” the Minister said.
“Sivakasi’s opportunity in the space sector is

opportunities, with many showing little interest
in taking over the fireworks businesses.
‘When the fireworks industry took root a cen-

in Virudhunagar district. On either | Theindustry | ing mechanisation for the past two decades, but | not to manufacture rockets, rocket motors, pro- | tury ago, entrepreneurs bought land in Sivakasi
side, a riot of colourful posters screams out offers | can grow has made little progress. While a handful of large | pellant grains, or launch vehicles. It is to become | for just a few hundred rupees. Today, those in-
- ‘new fancy crackers’, ‘peacock crackers’, 30 | our-fold manufacturers are investing in technology to | India’s qualified supplier base for energetic devic- | vestments have multiplied in value, with land
shot for Z259, '90% off’, '50% off”, buy one, get | oo o modernise production, many smaller units re- | es and pyrotechnic subsystems used in launch, | prices soaring to several crores of rupees per
one free’. Inside cramped shops (along both . | main reluctant to make the transition, arguing | spaceport and range operations — the igniters, in- | acre. The case in Virudhunagar is also similar. “A
sides of the road) adorned with product posters, | CUTENUSIZE. | oy employing labour is cheaper than investing | itiators, separation devices, flight-termination | few business houses here are also foraying into
salespersons are busy wooing customers enter- | And we are in machinery. “We have obtained approval to | ordnance, signalling and range-safety pyrotech- | the real estate sector now,” says a real estate
ing town. Here, the countdown to the festival of | able tofulfil | mechanise certain processes, including chorsa- | nics, and energetic activation components that | agent at Sivakasi.
lights is not only about celebration, but also the | only 70%of | cracker manufacturing, pellet making, and spar- | every launch campaign consumes but no fire- | Consumer spending and purchasing power in
biggest business opportunity for the region. the orders. works cluster has yet been organised to supply at | Sivakasi have also been rising. The town today

With relaxations allowing the manufacture of
next-generation joined green crackers, this small
town, nicknamed Kutty Japan (mini-Japan), a title

Weare

Kler dipping. About 25% of our processes have
been | says Mr. Ganesan.

Future of fireworks

qualified standards,” she explained.
“People should know that the crackers that
light up the skies are made by the women in Siva-

hosts showrooms of leading automobile brands,
including electric vehicle manufacturers, while
branded retail stores and lifestyle outlets are stea-

given by India’s first Prime Minister Jawaharlal | €nquines The fireworks industry is now exploring oppor- | kasi. We want to bring in policy changes and | dily expanding their presence, reflecting chang-
Nehru, is witnessing a healthy demand this year. from "}hl"' iities in defence manufauunn,g thoughthedi- | create a digital ecosystem, as manufacturers still | ing consumption patterns and  growing
The Supreme Court passed an order on Septem- | countries ation is not entirely new. A handful of | have toapply for licences offline. There are sever- | aspirations.
ber 30 this year, conditionally permitting cracker | Gaxgsan companies in Sivakasi have ventured into this | al aspects that we need to discuss with the
units to make next-generation joined green | PANJURAJAN, sector, with others looking to follow suit. Centre, and we are in talks with them,” she says.
crackers. [ararndieren “We are evaluating opportunities to supply While a handful of large
However, consumers may have to pay more, | o amoree products to defence organisations. We are ex- | Economy of fireworks hub manufacturers are investing in
with cracker prices rising by 10%-20%, depend- | Manufacturers’ ploring eight product categories, including ma- | Over the past decade, Sivakasi’s fireworks entre- technology to modernise production,
Association

ing on the brand. Manufacturers attribute the in-
crease to higher raw material cost, partly driven
by the impact of the war in Iran and the conse-
quent crippling of sea trade.

Aluminium, which earlier cost #400 a kg, now
sells for over €550 a kg, excluding taxes. Similar-
Iy, the price of potassium nitrate, another raw
material, has increased from ¥80 ro ¥120 a kg.
The prices of many other chemicals and raw ma-
terials have also shot up.

“The fireworks industry has the potential to
grow four-fold from its current size. And we are
able to fulfil only 70% of the orders we receive.
‘We are now getting several enquiries from other
countries, and there is demand for exports,” says
Ganesan Panjurajan, president, Tamil Nadu Fire-
works and Amorces Manufacturers’ Association
(TANFAMA).

“Growth has been phenomenal and the de-
mand in the market is good,” said a second-gen-
eration entrepreneur, Balaji TK., who is also the
managing partner of Sree Balaji Fireworks
Industries.

Workforce and automation

One of the biggest challenges facing Sivakasi's fi-

rewnrks industry is a shrinking workforce. As the
generation moves out of the town in

Search of high-paying jobs and career opportun-

ities, manufacturers are struggling to attract

workers.

“From a young, even juvenile workforce in the
firewarks industry, the average age of workers in
the town and neighbouring regions has become
around 50 years,” says P.C.A. Asaithambi, who
heads Lord Fireworks, which commenced busi-
ness in 1952,

Low wages are a key deterrent, with workers
saying they earn only 12,000 to 5000 a
month. The industry is increasingly relying on
migrant workers. But manufacturers are cautious
about allowing them into production areas, fear-
ing that they could learn the trade and take the
skills back to their home States. They are en-
gaged only in the packaging, loading, and un-
loading functions.

The industry is also facing growing competi-
tion from States such as West Bengal, Uttar Pra-

rine distress flares (for emergency signalling at
sea), handheld signal I]ﬂres (Icr visual communi-
cation and i ti-bird

preneurs have quietly reinvented themselves.
Fcr - many, fireworks, once the mainstay of their
are now just one among several ven-

airfield pyrotechnic devices (for bird dmpersa[ at
airfields), and training and simulation pyrotech-
nics (for military training exercises),” Mr. Gane-

san says.

‘Tamil Nadu Industries Minister S. Keerthana,
who also represents the Sivakasi Assembly con-
stituency, has been talking about bringing in a
dedicated policy framework for the industry. She
has also proy a ‘Sivakasi Pyrotechnics Com-
mon Facility Centre’ (SPCFC) to modernise the
sector and strengthen its global competitiveness.

“This is for facilitating the firecracker indus-
tries to improve their products, safety, traceabil-
ity, and research and among oth-

tures. Families that started ll\e'lr]nrumvymlhem
dustry more than 50 years ago have

many smaller units are reluctant
to make lln: transition, arguing
that labour is dueﬂper
than investing in machinery

into education, packaging, printing, energy,
FMCG, and mining.

Some have expanded beyond Sivakasi into
neighbouring districts, establishing information
technology companies and startups. The town's
business story is no longer just about crackers; it
is about entrepreneurs learning to move beyond
them.

A professor at Mepco Schlenk Engineering
(College, Sivakasi, who has been tracking business
houses in the dis , says the third and fourth
s of business families are increasingly

ers, and also to move up to the next ladder of

‘moving abroad for higher education and career

The big picture

Asthe Supreme Court has allowed the manufacture of next-generation joined green crackers,
for crackers this year

Sivakasi and the

‘The domestic fireworks
market reached a re-

cord 17,000 crore dur-

region are

through FY2030,

growth contingent on
regulatory clarity. Green

pyrotechnic displays.
The IPL, Bollywood, and

\n:mun. 1n2024, 22 new
20in 2025, and

25 (26,000

crore baseline tunover;

+7,000 crore peak year)
The domestic market
s expecied to sustain

the key variable

udhunagar units

42in 2026

add to the demand for
event pyrotechnics

premS——
try ks valued at over ‘Approximately 1,000
oatherors syaar 4 ohnags

crore-¥4,000 crore a year

16,000 a grawing segs
mated 15%-20% premium)

-
MNEERI for green cracker
production. The certified
green cracker segment is
estimated to be growingat
15%-20% annually

vakis\ 's current
s 2180 crore-23
crore annually g

output). Chinat
exports approximately
126,000 crore annually.
India's fireworks expart
potential is conservative-
y estimated at 21,000 -

#2,500 crore within
five years

uyang

ware given from
2024 ta Oct. 30,
2026

Uneven development
But Sivakasi's story of prosperity and expanding
businesses has another side. In the villages sur-
rounding the town, families dependent on small
cottage industries and smaller fireworks units
continue to struggle to make ends meet. The con-
trastis stark: while the town's business houses di-
versify and consumer aspirations rise, children at
some government schools still lack basic necessi-
ties such as clothes, shoes, and schoolbags. Wo-
men continue to shoulder the burden of earning
for their families, working in fireworks units.
“Small fireworks units pay only 500 a day,
and when it rains, we have no work,” says Kuma-
ran, whose wife works in a fireworks unit. “We
need better jobs,” he adds,

Ball park estimate

Fireworks manufacturers in Sivakasi have tradi-
tionally maintained a tight lid on their produc-
tion figures, revenues, and profitability, rarely
disclosing these details publicly. The annual mar-
ket size details are released by TANFAMA, the in-
dustry association. These data again are a ball-
park estimate.

TANFAMA members include 92 groups of com-
panies covering 420 unit factories (each group
will have multiple units). There are other bodies
such as the Sivakasi Fireworks Manufacturers As-
sociation (SIFMA).

The fireworks industry is estimated to have a
market size of ¥7,000 crore. Of this sum, the ma-
nufacturing segment accounts for a turnover of
around ¥2,000 crore, with the value increasing
as the products move through the wholesale, se-
mi-wholesale, and retail channels, Mr. Ganesan
clarifies.

For Sivakasi, the road ahead is not merely
about lighting up the skies every Deepavali, but
transforming itself into a modern, diversified,
and globally competitive industrial hub.
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02N11. Sivakasi: sparkling opportunities ahead
Rrasreft: 3t gFed aER

In Sivakasi, the fireworks manufacturing hub of India in southern Tamil Nadu, Deepavali is
the busiest season of the year.

gfaroft affemrs 7 Reud aRa & nfaerarst fowor & Rt 3 faradh o w1 gaw e
HHA AT B

As the sale of crackers picks up slowly, Sangeetha Kandavel travels to the dusty town to see
how it has benefited from the industry that has sustained it and allowed it to grow

aeral T fashr eiR-8R dgat & e, Heltar Farde 38 Y F7IR T RT FA §, T§ 4@ & fow
%mmﬁsﬁ%ﬁmgm%,mﬁmmﬁwwwsﬁﬁmmw

3raax fea|

Every few seconds, a car or a large vehicle bearing a number plate from another State rolls
down Thiruthangal Road in Virudhunagar district.

B $O ehs H GER Ao I AR Tolc dlell IS R IT §3T dlge fATYAIR forel i RATwarar Az @
TSRAT R

On either side, a riot of colourful posters screams out offers — ‘new fancy crackers’,
‘peacock crackers’, ‘30 shot for ¥259’, ‘90% off’, ‘50% off’, ‘buy one, get one free’.

gt AR 7-fET IIeeRT &1 9RAR JAR-2IR 3T Fdlcl § — ‘0 Hall gerd’, ‘AR e e,
¥259 # 30 2lfe’, ‘90% BT, ‘50% T, ‘T T, T A IIY |

Inside cramped shops (along both sides of the road) adorned with product posters,
salespersons are busy wooing customers entering town.

3cUTel & GIEeRT & il ciaT Gehieil & T (Fseh o alet 3iR), fashall TR et AT ATEHT Y
IHNT FA H TET B

Here, the countdown to the festival of lights is not only about celebration, but also the
biggest business opportunity for the region.

Tg1 ThTer 9e T 31T ATl harel Sca A SfS1 w181 €, Sfesh I8 & & fT Fad 731 FRIE
gaT o gl

With relaxations allowing the manufacture of next-generation joined green crackers, this
small town, nicknamed Kutty Japan (mini-Japan), a title given by India’s first Prime Minister
Jawabharlal Nehru, is witnessing a healthy demand this year.

mﬁaa;g?gcgﬁamaﬂﬁﬁwaﬁmﬂoﬂﬁraﬁm@%m,wmmsﬂaﬁ
3TEST AT W TGT &, TSI TR o Tgel TeITAH AT STATeellel AgE o HEer AT (SIET SITITer) T
3qrfer &y 2|

The Supreme Court passed an order on September 30 this year, conditionally permitting
cracker units to make next-generation joined green crackers.

Hafed FARTery = $9 a¥ 30 fAdaR &l Ueh 1S IR e T St i 3rarel did & 573
gU ERe Ter@ weflel 1 TR oA &l

However, consumers may have to pay more, with cracker prices rising by 10%-20%,
depending on the brand.

gTellTeh STHIFAT3 T 3T ST AT IS el &, FIToh SIS & 3TAR Jer@l Y HHAT 10%-
20% G T8 |

Manufacturers attribute the increase to higher raw material cost, partly driven by the impact
of the war in Iran and the consequent crippling of sea trade.

XA S Fefer T HROT FHod Aol HY T §§ T ST &, S RS T 8 KA A g &
STE 3R 38k TRUTHETET HHLT AR o §3T G STed gl & 31 8
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e Aluminium, which earlier cost €400 a kg, now sells for over ¥550 a kg, excluding taxes.

g fafags, Sy HIHAT gger 2400 T fRalamer oY, 319 31 I SIsH T550 9fa e &
3 W RE @

e Similarly, the price of potassium nitrate, another raw material, has increased from Z80 to
120 a kg.

4 YR, Teh 37T hod ATl NERAYH Atgee T HAd T80 A Tt 120 vfar Rralams g 18 &1
e The prices of many other chemicals and raw materials have also shot up.
S 3T TIEAT 3R FF AT HT FrAT T AT T T |
o “The fireworks industry has the potential to grow four-fold from its current size.
“IFAAATSH IEHNT H 3T TAATT HHR A TR IAT G T &THAAT |
e And we are able to fulfil only 70% of the orders we receive.
31K g WTed get arel SIS A & FaeT 70% & WA TR B

e We are now getting several enquiries from other countries, and there is demand for
exports,” says Ganesan Panjurajan, president, Tamil Nadu Fireworks and Amorces
Manufacturers’ Association (TANFAMA).

379 & gER G2t & S Yoo (e W § 3R fordta iy \ffer ¢, afferang wrwasd s s
AeghaFad THITATRET (CTHIAT) & HEALT ORI YSRTareT dhod ¢ |
e “Growth has been phenomenal and the demand in the market is good,” said a second-

generation entrepreneur, Balaji T.K., who is also the managing partner of Sree Balaji
Fireworks Industries.

“FEfR IHTUROT T ¢ R IR 7 Ay 3o 8, gall diéh & 3egeh arermsit .. o a1, 5 4
TS BRIGFH SSENS & UaeT ARfER o B

Workforce and automation

FrIad 3T T@ETeT

e One of the biggest challenges facing Sivakasi’s fireworks industry is a shrinking workforce.
TRIaehTel & AT 3T & T Foy 931 TAMNAAT & § Teh FHrdael T HH Sl ¢ |

e As the younger generation moves out of the town in search of high-paying jobs and career
opportunities, manufacturers are struggling to attract workers.

gar 11t & 3Tt A arelt AwRAT AR FRAT F 3rawt i Tofrer # 7IR § T S & HROT
AT S TR Y IR T FIeT F FISATS T ATHAT T G &

* “From a young, even juvenile workforce in the fireworks industry, the average age of
workers in the town and neighbouring regions has become around 50 years,” says P.C.A.
Asaithambi, who heads Lord Fireworks, which commenced business in 1952.

“ITIRISTSA Serer 7 el Jar 3R TeT e foh fohei hriee B3 YT T, SIfeheT 319 9 3R
ITHATH & &1 & AT Y 3w g o so ad gy g B, T sty v &, S 1952
H FRITR & FIA el AT BTy & 57@ 8|

. rI?noc\)/\r/]tvzages are a key deterrent, with workers saying they earn only 12,000 to ¥15,000 a

FH qAA Ueh YW STET & 3R AHTHDT 7 ahgeT & o6 & FEA & sharel 12,000 F 15,000 HAT £
e The industry is increasingly relying on migrant workers.
IeNaT Y TAIRAT wareh 43! o) AR 5 W e

e But manufacturers are cautious about allowing them into production areas, fearing that they
could learn the trade and take the skills back to their home States.

et fAHETAT 3¢ 3cqTeer &Y H YA & il I Tde &, FAITh 3og IRIHT & foF I T F1H
HGHT o1 Al T 3T I[E AT H o ST Hh &
o They are engaged only in the packaging, loading, and unloading functions.

37% oo YT, AT o1 3T IARA & FRT H 9T ST B
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The industry is also facing growing competition from States such as West Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh, and Maharashtra operating their own fireworks units.

39T Y ITREH qaTTel, 3eX Waer 3R AFRISE o1 Tt ¥ o Fgclt gfreael§ &1 WrAetr et a3
TET &, STaT 3791 3nfaReTelt shsal Tarfad &l Wi gl

The fireworks industry has also been discussing mechanisation for the past two decades,
but has made little progress.

aﬁ%mﬁwmﬁa&ﬁﬁ#mmqnﬂaﬁww%ﬁﬁmsﬂﬁa@wwﬁ
Bl

While a handful of large manufacturers are investing in technology to modernise production,

many smaller units remain reluctant to make the transition, arguing that employing labour is
cheaper than investing in machinery.

el o 92 AT SeuraeT & Ay fadior & v sieAifedr T w @ ¥, a8 wE o
ShTSTl e Seolld ATl F feerfehar T &; 3eTeht cieh & fob axelidl & foyaer oheet & Jorett &
STHDT T HH W IGAT TEAT ¢ |

“We have obtained approval to mechanise certain processes, including chorsacracker
manufacturing, pellet making, and sparkler dipping.

‘GH o TRt & Fefeaor B Tt e 15 8, Toreret 9T verat &1 fastor, & qamer
3R pasfEat wt s 7 gaar anfde
About 25% of our processes have been mechanised,” says Mr. Ganesan.

GHNT ST 250 FTHATHT h1 HMATOT 81 Tehr §,” AT 0TI el ¢ |

Future of fireworks

anfaerarsh sgaeT F1 sfasy

The fireworks industry is now exploring opportunities in defence manufacturing, though the
diversification is not entirely new.

37Tl 36T 3reT T&TT FAfAAToT 31 3w orrer @1 &, grellfer g fafaefenyor ¥ avg =7am w7gh
gl

A handful of companies in Sivakasi have ventured into this sector, with others looking to
follow suit.

TRIareh1elt 1 e Shuferdl S8 &1 7 FdLr oY Foht & 3R 37§11 SoTeht 31T ER0T AT Algell & |
“We are evaluating opportunities to supply products to defence organisations.

“GH T&TT HITS] Y ScuTal hY ATfet FIA o A T Hodiehed L TG &

We are exploring eight product categories, including marine distress flares (for
emergency signalling at sea), handheld signal flares (for visual communication and
emergency identification), anti-bird airfield pyrotechnic devices (for bird dispersal at
airfields), and training and simulation pyrotechnics (for military training exercises),” Mr.
Ganesan says.

§H TS 3caTe ATONAT 3 3raER T @ &, ToeTe el Hehe Whal FolAX (Hg & 3TATcAhroleT
Tohd &1 & foIw), BT 3 93 ST aTel Fha FAAY (ST HAN 3R MaTcenTellst qgde & forv),
§aT$ 37331 9T ITATET &1 9T AT InfarerETea 3T (89T 3r3st ¥ ufardl & faay-faaR et
& forw) ar wiRrator 3R regeror waeft anfererarsiir susor (Ao gfiefor 3 & fav)
enfAer g, 4 012 Fgd 2

Tamil Nadu Industries Minister S. Keerthana, who also represents the Sivakasi Assembly

constituency, has been talking about bringing in a dedicated policy framework for the
industry.

ATACATS hT 3T HAT TH. Helat, St fArgarreft Rrereraei &= a1 o wfafafeed el 8, 3eghr
& forw ve wafda Afaera erar o $r a1a A @ L
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She has also proposed a ‘Sivakasi Pyrotechnics Common Facility Centre’ (SPCFC) to
modernise the sector and strengthen its global competitiveness.

3egiol 39 &1 & Mefhianor 3R saeht ARae yfareqeicasrar Il Aed 3t & fav Rrawrh
TRRRFAFH FiAa B dev (vadduwd) #1aeama sf @

“This is for facilitating the firecracker industries to improve their products, safety,
traceability, and research and development, among others, and also to move up to the
next ladder of

“GHRT 3ESYT TETET 3N T 3 STcll o HY-HY 31 SeqTel, Y&, Tl T3 hY &THT T
FTHYTE 3 FAFTH 7 GUR A 7 G Jeilet AT AR F1 &1 3976l rieed i 3 3113 Tt

value chain, such as exports and supplying to the defence and space sectors,” the Minister
said.

N & e, “Hed AT, S8 farafer 3N et o sraiar & & 3 e
“Sivakasi’'s opportunity in the space sector is not to manufacture rockets, rocket motors,
propellant grains, or launch vehicles.

“IrafieT &7 7 g2l & fAT 38T ehe, Uehe AT, YUNGeh AT AT TEITOT ATeT TATe H T8 &

It is to become India’s qualified supplier base for energetic devices and pyrotechnic
subsystems used in launch, spaceport and range operations — the igniters, initiators,
separation devices, flight-termination ordnance, signalling and range-safety pyrotechnics, and
energetic activation components that every launch campaign consumes but no fireworks
cluster has yet been organised to supply at qualified standards,” she explained.

3ogiel HHSTAT, “Ig FET F&IYUT, ITET T&T9UT Shg;, 3R T&T90T IRReTT & TdTeled 3 3UIN9T glet
aTel FoTar 39 3R anfererareh awstie smanfa sueEt & fore aRa @1 @ srqfeaar
TR Folol H §—SIH TodTereh, 3T{Teh, UFHIOT SUHIUT, 35Tl AT il ATell TaEhICh
TR, Feohel ot AR FeTToT GReT T GReT & Felferd 3nfaerarelt Sushor oT Seiiar afshaor
geeh, TSTeTehl Tedeh FEITOT THAT H STANT BITT &, WAoot TR A1TGclT AT oh 376 SeTeh!
3Tqfet & Forw 3r8fr Teh fendll JMTCIRISTSN 3ENT Togg T HaTldcl =181 feham 1T &1”

“People should know that the crackers that light up the skies are made by the women in
Sivakasi.

“SaTT T IT BloAT ATfRT o TR I IRTeT kel dTel T Rraareflt it AfFemait garT e ara
gl

We want to bring in policy changes and create a digital ecosystem, as manufacturers still
have to apply for licences offline.

& Afaerd sgara offe 1R v Bfoes nRfeufad aa saer aea 8, Fife Heanst @ 3w
oY ST F AU 3iTharss 3Tdee T 9T ¢ |

There are several aspects that we need to discuss with the Centre, and we are in talks with
them,” she says.

TE FEAT S, ‘TN S TgeL & [oleT I & g AP § T XAl §, AN 37 A1y a1ddid X @
g1

Economy of fireworks hub

sfaerersht g & srdegaear

Over the past decade, Sivakasi’s fireworks entrepreneurs have quietly reinvented
themselves.

ool veh geren & fArgeelt & snfaerarsh 3qafat & guur 3v= cgaarat & 7ar Taey A g

For many, fireworks, once the mainstay of their businesses, are now just one among several
ventures.
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g el & Torw IfArETS, Sit el 3oieh cHaHTEl T HEF 3MUR AN, 3 3ieh ATTHT I
3UshAT H H Shdel T gl

Families that started their journey in the industry more than 50 years ago have diversified into
education, packaging, printing, energy, FMCG, and mining.

58 3T & 50 ¥ F oft A& FHY qg 39 AT YE e aTel TRART ¥ e, i,
HEOT, Fall, & 3Tr Y 3ushFar gt (FMCG) AR @eter 1 &3 # 39eT cgaarai 1
fafaefrenor forar g1

Some have expanded beyond Sivakasi into neighbouring districts, establishing information
technology companies and startups.

FO eI TAT & RIgehrll & 3 TSI fSrell & fawdR et gu qaa vegifarehr Hufaat i
Fere3q Ffia e €

The town’s business story is no longer just about crackers; it is about entrepreneurs learning
to move beyond them.

T IR Y SHTGATAS Helell 39 hdol Ter@! doh WA 78T §; Tg ICTTHAT & 34 3T TG
@t T el gl

A professor at Mepco Schlenk Engineering College, Sivakasi, who has been tracking
business houses in the district, says the third and fourth generations of business families
are increasingly moving abroad for higher education and career opportunities, with many
showing little interest in taking over the fireworks businesses.

el & caTaaAs eRi=T T ATATARATT IR AR I@eT aTel ATHT TS FoA TAFNIT FieroT, FRrasreft
& Teh WHET T gl § foh AT IRART T e 3T =telt fifgat 3= Rer it s
m%méﬁﬁmrwrﬁﬁaﬂ?mﬁ@ﬁmﬁ%mﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁmﬂﬁﬁa@w
& fear W@ 8l

When the fireworks industry took root a century ago, entrepreneurs bought land in Sivakasi
for just a few hundred rupees.

ST T AATEEY Tg TCIRISTS 38T Y g ugh oY, da 3eafat o Rigemh # Hae T &t
T # AT T AT

Today, those investments have multiplied in value, with land prices soaring to several crores
of rupees per acre.

mmﬁﬁaﬁwn@a@www%maﬁaﬁmﬁﬁmmqﬁw%ﬁa
TSl

The case in Virudhunagar is also similar.

e #F off Feufa S 81 2

“A few business houses here are also foraying into the real estate sector now,” says a real
estate agent at Sivakasi.

Rl & Teh RIrel TrE Tole T Fgell &, “Tel  $© A BRI 3d RIer veee s 7
MIAAr B L
Consumer spending and purchasing power in Sivakasi have also been rising.

Rrgerrelt & 3usiierdar saw 3k w7 afFa s s W 8

The town today hosts showrooms of leading automobile brands, including electric vehicle
manufacturers, while branded retail stores and lifestyle outlets are steadily expanding their
presence, reflecting changing consumption patterns and growing aspirations.

3T 30 79N 3 gfFeT areer FaTansit e vorw areet st & o ispe &, Srafer siss e
TR 3R Shaerdieh & Fafa awqgait & e $ig eamar s sufeafd aer @ §, o susier &
Feold TaET 3R TadT i3t T gifdr &

Uneven development

WA [AFr T
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But Sivakasi’s story of prosperity and expanding businesses has another side.
oot fRrarepTelt T T 3R Wt sHaaTT hr heTeil T Ueh GERT et 8l |

In the villages surrounding the town, families dependent on small cottage industries and
smaller fireworks units continue to struggle to make ends meet.

IR & YT o M1al H BIE FER 3eqM 3R B anfererarsit swgat w1 ek aRar 3 o
3T GIAATE T G et & foIw Foy F @ ¢
The contrast is stark: while the town’s business houses diversify and consumer aspirations

rise, children at some government schools still lack basic necessities such as clothes,
shoes, and schoolbags.

g 3 TASC §: ST8T AIR & SATIATAS ERTe 379Y Faarat &1 fafaefieeor w7 @ & 3k
SUHIFCAT3N T TeRIETT 5 TET 8, TET $© THNT [IeTTerdl & aredl & U 319 oy w3, [ 3R
Ter Ao Sl gfaardY amaeas awqe g1 2

Women continue to shoulder the burden of earning for their families, working in fireworks
units.

ﬂ%aﬁmmsﬁmﬁmmgvmwﬁaﬁa?ﬁwmaﬁmmwaHmaﬁ
ELRI ]

“Small fireworks units pay only ¥500 a day, and when it rains, we have no work,” says
Kumaran, whose wife works in a fireworks unit.

FHAN, Tt Teatt Tah 3TALATS SHTS 7 A FIH 8, Foc! o, “BIET AU SHBAT hel
2500 yfafeer ot €, 3R o9 aier gl &, Y eAR u1e 1S &ra S7eT gianl”

‘We need better jobs,” he adds.

Ball park estimate

AVCT-AYT 3TATA

Fireworks manufacturers in Sivakasi have traditionally maintained a tight lid on their
production figures, revenues, and profitability, rarely disclosing these details publicly.

fRrgepTely & nfaerETel AT & WRRTT §9 & 379 IcUTe & 3Hihe), Ierea AR dAmsrvedr
P 37T MY T@T & 3R 37 [AaT0T Y A1deifaier &I A AIE & H3Y ISR fRar g

The annual market size details are released by TANFAMA, the industry association.

IR & 1S HTHR FI Tda0T 363RT 6 TANFAMA GaRT SIRY fohdT STdT &

These data again are a ballpark estimate.

¥ 373 o v AteT-AYeT 3T 8 8

TANFAMA members include 92 groups of companies covering 420 unit factories (each
group will have multiple units).

TANFAMA & e EaT 7 Faferal & 92 Wayg il §, foretdh 3l 420 FRETT $H13AT AT 8
(A g T FS SHSAT il 8) |

There are other bodies such as the Sivakasi Fireworks Manufacturers Association
(SIFMA).

el TR Arghaadt TRRATe (SIFMA) S8 310 e &1 &
The fireworks industry is estimated to have a market size of ¥7,000 crore.
3TTTCTRITST 3ehTeT & STSTR T 3R AT : 7,000 F13 T

Of this sum, the manufacturing segment accounts for a turnover of around 2,000 crore,
with the value increasing as the products move through the wholesale, semi-wholesale, and
retail channels, Mr. Ganesan clarifies.

Y ITORIT TISE A & o 3T AR 7 TARAATOT 817 T FRITR 18797 22,000 FAT & 3R el &
21k, 37ES-Teh TUT GeIT ATETAT & T dga1 & Y IeTehl Hed TGl STl 8
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e [For Sivakasi, the road ahead is not merely about lighting up the skies every Deepavali, but
transforming itself into a modern, diversified, and globally competitive industrial hub.

TRrgerTell & foIT 31T T TE oot Tcdeh EIUTdell T 37T Y UM ey deh TITAT T8 &, Sfeh
T T U Imyfa, et it dRew Fav w wfawadt stefas &g 7 sqoe f )

GS Paper Il1: Environment 02 November 2026
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02N11 | Hell chicken: a fruity dino
‘TF HTHIT: Gl Gl AT SHATER

Hell chicken: a fruity dino

Vasu!evan M!!um!

lowering plants evolved during
F the Cretaceous period (145-66

million years ago) and radically
changed terrestrial ecosystems. Did this
affect the dinosaurs as well? A new study
in Nature Communications has answered
in the affirmative, based on a small,
bird-like dinosaur from the Hell Creek
Formation in North America its authors
found.

The species is a previously unknown
member of the caenagnathids —
toothless theropod dinosaurs belonging
to the oviraptorosaurs.

The fossil described in the study,
dubbed Infernogallus jamesi, had a
nearly complete skull. The team
estimated the animal was an adult when
it died and weighed around 12 kg.
‘Infernogallus’ means ‘hell chicken’.

CT scans and reconstructions of the
jaw muscles revealed an unusual feeding
apparatus. Unlike most non-avian
theropods, whose jaws moved up and
down, /. jamesi could slide its lower jaw
forwards and backwards by up to 1.5
cm. Its jaw muscles also seemed to
favour this motion rather than
developing a strong downward bite.

As a result, the team figured that
tough, fibrous vegetation or hard seeds
couldn’t have been an important part of
the 1. jamesi died. Instead, the
researchers found the closest likeness in
its jaw’s motion to be among the
Pesquet’s parrots in New Guinea, which

The species is a previously unknown member of
the caenagnathids. DANIELLE DUFAULT

strip fruit pulp from seeds and chew the
soft flesh in its mouth.

Thus, they have hypothesised 1. jamesi

ate lots of fleshy fruits and other soft
plant tissues.

Prior research has found that the
caenagnathids originated shortly after
flowering plants began producing fruits,
and their more elaborate feeding
adaptations broadly coincided with
when the fruits became bigger and more
diverse.

2N

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

02N11. Hell chicken: a fruity dino
‘TF HTHI: Gl G qrel
SR

e Flowering plants evolved during
the Cretaceous period (145-66 million
years ago) and radically changed
terrestrial ecosystems.

eleR Gttt & e e TR el (145-
eeﬁﬁuaaéqgﬁ)ﬁgmaﬂtﬁﬁ
Ty qIRfEAfae ot & gl oXg deer
e

e Did this affect the dinosaurs as
well?
FIT SHHT 37T STERT O &Y 9317

e A new study in Nature
Communications has answered in the
affirmative, based on a small, bird-like
dinosaur from the Hell Creek Formation in
North America that its authors found.

AR FHFG(ABAH H TR Teh 77T
GG o SHHT 3 &1 A e §; g sy
3 AR F &oT hieh Wi & ey vk
DI, Y&N-HGer SR W 3R 8

e The species is a previously
unknown member of the caenagnathids

— toothless theropod dinosaurs belonging to the oviraptorosaurs.

g Yol ARATIZH ST Ugel 37T TETT §— ald-[agleT 2R1918 SR Jfatee AR

g H 2

e The fossil described in the study, dubbed Infernogallus jamesi, had a nearly complete skull.
e H afoTa shared, 51 Infernogallus jamesi =118 18T a7, T @ITST orarersr o &Y

e The team estimated the animal was an adult when it died and weighed around 12 kg.

Qﬂvaﬂﬁrﬁgﬁld SELEI ﬁ?dicg F AT Ig Sid aIH AT 31 SHHT ToleT 919737 12 TRl

41|
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‘Infernogallus’ means ‘hell chicken’.
‘Infernogallus’ & 31 ‘7 T HIT B
CT scans and reconstructions of the jaw muscles revealed an unusual feeding apparatus.

CT Thef 3R S8 T AR o YeATAHT0T & Ueh STATAY $HISTeT-ITE0T HITAT hT Tl Toll |

Unlike most non-avian theropods, whose jaws moved up and down, I. jamesi could slide its
lower jaw forwards and backwards by up to 1.5 cm.

31ferenrer IX-gaft RT3 & a8 FR-AT Teld &, STk |. jamesi 3TIAT faaelr FT3T 1.5 AEHI
deh -9 T@HeRT FehdT AT|

Its jaw muscles also seemed to favour this motion rather than developing a strong downward
bite.

35 STaTS T AGIRIGT 3 FIRER =) hr 3R HIea & ToIF 3 1 & IHelehel [G@TS &

As a result, the team figured that tough, fibrous vegetation or hard seeds couldn’t have been
an important part of the I. jamesi diet.

3 3MUR W MY Gof o foTsahy foAepTell foh FoRR, IR aaTqfa AT T&d &iieT |. jamesi & 3TER T
HETaqUT TeEaT w1ET I8 g |
Instead, the researchers found the closest likeness in its jaw’s motion to be among the

Pesquet’s parrots in New Guinea, which strip fruit pulp from seeds and chew the soft flesh in
its mouth.

S8 TSI, ATLTRATIT T IHeh ST T Tl T HY {oiehe FATAAT =g {1l & GEehe it J
TN, SiY ST & el T I[ET 37eleT X & 3R He H 38 HeIH I T T &

Thus, they have hypothesised I. jamesi ate lots of fleshy fruits and other soft plant tissues.
3afaT, 3egle TReeT=T T 8 % 1. jamesi ISR Hel IR AT & 31wg HelIH T 95 AR A
rdr ATl

Prior research has found that the caenagnathids originated shortly after flowering plants
began producing fruits, and their more elaborate feeding adaptations broadly coincided with
when the fruits became bigger and more diverse.

TES & MY F T Tl & foh iR et & hel 37T & Elet o Ho &1 THY 1e; WeAoet (A5H I
3EHT EHT, 3oToh STt TGVT hlet & 310 fAh AT Heehelet HIC AN TR 3H FHT AHA 3T T
wel 93 3R 310 fafaer g1 ot

PCS Special: | 02 November 2026

02N11

TVK-led government observes November 1 as Tamil Nadu Day

&dfF F Aea ATl TFR A 1 TG FI dfFers aw e

02N11

Sindhu, Lakshya make it a double delight for India
TRy 3k ore g F s 1 e et gt

A performer breathes out a plume of flames during an act in Chennai on

A performer breathes out a plume of flames during an act
in Chennai on Sunday to mark ‘Tamil Nadu Day’'.

Sunday to mark ‘Tamil Nadu Day’. J. JOHAN SATHYADAS (REPORT ON PAGE 3)

= por, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Emall Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page4 1



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

TVK-led government
observes November 1
as Tamil Nadu Day

; !E !]Il!ll !ureau

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment on Sunday celebrat-
ed Tamil Nadu Day, with
Governor Rajendra Vish-
wanath Arlekar and Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay ex-
tending their greetings.

Mr. Vijay said the State’s
unique features and histor-
ical greatness should be ce-
lebrated on the day it was
formed on linguistic lines.
In a social media message,
he said the history of those
who fought for the merger
of Tamil-speaking areas
with Tamil Nadu and pro-
tected the Tamil language
would serve as a guide for
Tamil unity and the protec-
tion of its rights. “Let us
pledge to protect the art
and culture of Tamils and
make  Mother  Tamil
proud,” he said.

In Chennai, the govern-
ment organised various
folk and cultural events at
public places to celebrate
the day. Besides, several
Ministers, including Minis-
ter for Tamil Development
Rajmohan, participated in
an official function to mark
the day. Mr. Arlekar organ-

ised a function at Lok Bha-
van to mark the occasion.

DMK takes exception
However, the DMK, the
Principal Opposition party,
took exception to the cele-
brations, contending that
Tamil Nadu Day fell on July
18, while November 1
marked the reorganisation
of States on linguistic lines
and was an occasion to re-
member the martyrs who
fought for the merger of
Tamil-speaking areas with
Tamil Nadu. In a state-
ment, the DMK headquar-
ters said November 1 was
certainly a day deserving
of celebration, but it could
not be celebrated as Tamil
Nadu Day.

“These boundary strug-
gles were not merely about
territory. They were strug-
gles for linguistic rights,
identity and the will of the
people. November 1 is a
historically significant day
to remember with grati-
tude those who laid down
their lives, went to prison,
and dedicated their lives to
these struggles. It is the
day to commemorate the
martyrs of the boundary
movements,” it said.

02N11. TVK-led government observes
November 1 as Tamil Nadu Day

&% & Acea aTell FIHR & 1 A I Al g
feaw seman

e The Tamil Nadu government on Sunday celebrated
Tamil Nadu Day, with Governor Rajendra Vishwanath
Arlekar and Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay extending their
greetings.

ATAAATS TR & AR I ARy faw Heamam| qsadrer
ot freaarer Jmofant 3R e 1. i fasr =1 36
3TAER IX YEAHTHATC &

e Mr. Vijay said the State’s unique features and

historical greatness should be celebrated on the day it was
formed on linguistic lines.

sﬁﬁmﬁaﬁr%m%ﬂmwwmwm?ﬂ
o, 38T feeT 3Tt fafrseansit 3R e kg &1 3caa
FARIT ST IR0

¢ In a social media message, he said the history of
those who fought for the merger of Tamil-speaking areas
with Tamil Nadu and protected the Tamil language would
serve as a guide for Tamil unity and the protection of its
rights.

TrereT FTSAT IR 3YeT TS H 3ogieT el Toh IfHel AN &131 h
AT # Tarorar 3R afrer st oy et & fow Fo e
aTell T STAETH ATHeT TehdT 3T 38 TURRT T &I & forw
ARTeee a9

e “Let us pledge to protect the art and culture of
Tamils and make Mother Tamil proud,” he said.

3giel T, “3TST, ATH Y el AR FEHT T 18T tet qar
HTe] AT T TNETTedT el & Hehed o |”

¢ In Chennai, the government organised various folk
and cultural events at public places to celebrate the day.

Aot H HIHR o 3H oot & 3ueied & Adoifersh T2ell 9T fafdest oieh AR Aiepias srisha
3mnfaa e

e Besides, several Ministers, including Minister for Tamil Development Rajmohan, participated
in an official function to mark the day.

% 3TeATdT, dfael faerd #AT TetdgsT Afed s AT o 37 fead & 3uaey & 3Afad v

TR FARTE # #1er foram|

e Mr. Arlekar organised a function at Lok Bhavan to mark the occasion.

At 31TefeT o 3 37TEX W ol HasT H Teh ARG AT fham)

DMK takes exception

THAS A STATS Iy

o However, the DMK, the Principal Opposition party, took exception to the celebrations,
contending that Tamil Nadu Day fell on July 18, while November 1 marked the reorganisation
of States on linguistic lines and was an occasion to remember the martyrs who fought for the
merger of Tamil-speaking areas with Tamil Nadu.
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greltich, 7T fquedl e SIUAsh A goT TARNGT T I SIATS | 3HRT hgeT AT o A feaw
18 Sel$ T HARIT ST &, STefeh 1 e HINTS TR I AT o YeTatoeT &l et & 3 affrer
ST 8731 o ATHAATg H faord & foIw Hey il aTel 2AETGT 1 ATG el T AT L

e |n a statement, the DMK headquarters said November 1 was certainly a day deserving of
celebration, but it could not be celebrated as Tamil Nadu Day.

SNUHS HTIT o Teh ST H gl Toh 1 AdeR [@HEE ScHd Hellel A9 feeT &, Afehet 38
AT Terad o & & 76T HAAT ST FeheT |
e “These boundary struggles were not merely about territory.
“ENHAT Y ool A HEY el HTIT & TR A 78T I
e They were struggles for linguistic rights, identity and the will of the people.
J FIVTS IFTAFRT, Tgar 3R F1-3¢aT & fov Fuy I

o November 1 is a historically significant day to remember with gratitude those who laid down
their lives, went to prison, and dedicated their lives to these struggles.

1 e UTAgTI e Heed ol 7T &, ST §H 31 W13 bl T oA deh ATe el AT folopiel Fo1
Fast 7 379a g1oT few, e 1T 3R 319 shae gafia fFam)

e |tis the day to commemorate the martyrs of the boundary movements,” it said.

g AT ETele! & 2AETET Y TATOT et T 1aT &, STl 3 gl 91|

Sindhu, Lakshya make it a
double delight for India

The former adds the Hylo Open to the Japan Open triumph earlier in the year and boosts

her hoﬁs of makinﬂi the World Tour Finals while the latter ends his title drought in style

BADMINTON

Press Trust of India
SAARBRUCKEN

ouble Olympic me-
l)dallist PV. Sindhu

and Lakshya Sen
made it a double delight
for India, claiming the wo-
men’s and men’s singles tit-
les with straight-game vic-
tories in the finals of the
Hylo Open Super 500 bad-
minton tournament here
on Sunday.

Precision and control
Former World champion
Sindhu, who won the Ja-
pan Open in July and fin-
ished runner-up at the
French Open last week,
displayed excellent control
and precision in her stro- | I ——

l_ keplay to register a com-  Super Sunday: Sindhu and Lakshya rose to the occasion when it mattered most. INSTAGRAM/HYLO_OPEN
manding 21-12, 21-14 win
over eighthseed and world  about the whole game, but  going according to plan. Australian Open and
No. 25 Line Hojmark every point mattered to I'm very grateful and reached the finals at Hong

—-—\-—«—i‘

Kjaersfeldt of Denmark in a
final which lasted 39 mi-
nutes.

Later, Lakshya outwit-
ted Jonatan Christie of In-
donesia 21-17, 21-10.

“It was important for
me to give my 100% irres-
pective of who the oppo-
nent was. We’ve played a
lot of times and for me it
was important that I focus
on every point. It’s just not

me. I took the lead from
the beginning and didn’t
give her a chance,” Sindhu
said.

With the win, the World
No. 8 Sindhu earned 9,200
ranking points to streng-
then her bid for a place in
the season-ending World
Tour Finals.

“This gives me a lot of
boost, a lot of confidence.
I'm happy that things are

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

thankful to my whole
team. Everyone has
worked really hard.

“I know there were days
when you’re absolutely
low, but still your team is
there to pump you up. It’s
been an amazing week and
I think it’s time to go back
and celebrate now. It has
been an amazing two
weeks,” she said.

Lakshya, who won the

Kong Open in 2025, came
into the final with a 3-4
head-to-head record
against Christie. He made a
strong start and remained
in control.

“It has been quite some
time since [ won a tourna-
ment, so it feels good. Cou-
ple of first-round losses af-
fect you but the way I
played here gave me a lot
of confidence,” he said.
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02N11. Sindhu, Lakshya make it a double delight for India
Ry 3 e & o # Rars el gt

Double Olympic medallist P.V. Sindhu and Lakshya Sen made it a double delight for India,
claiming the women’s and men’s singles titles with straight-game victories in the finals of the
Hylo Open Super 500 badminton tournament here on Sunday.

&l IR T 3iTeiTeh Teeh farstelm dr.dl. fiE 3R e @ o HR ol s Gl 8| Segiat e
?J%TWEEHTWWSOO%\EﬁE?rg\nd$W$dd ﬁmﬂﬁﬁmaﬁaﬂmWW
T QAT 379 A1 fhu|

Precision and control

Téraar 3iix fag=or

Former World champion Sindhu, who won the Japan Open in July and finished runner-up at
the French Open last week, displayed excellent control and precision in her strokeplay to
register a commanding 21-12, 21-14 win over eighth seed and world No. 25 Line Hojmark
Kjaersfeldt of Denmark in a final which lasted 39 minutes.

qﬁ%&a’ﬂﬁ’aﬂﬁ‘i_{ﬁo_j’méﬁdmm 39T ST a1 3R S @edrg tha 3i9eT & 39fdeidr 8r
off| mm@ﬁamﬁmﬁmﬁwwmm@mﬁm
FTAT e 317 faRa 7 250 T F oS g1FATR fhaeithee & 21-12, 21-14 & gIAT| HiSAol

39 AT de el

Later, Lakshya outwitted Jonatan Christie of Indonesia 21-17, 21-10.

ST d1C, I8 of SSIATAAT F AT FHEET ST 21-17, 21-10 F AT &I

“It was important for me to give my 100% irrespective of who the opponent was.
T8ty o e, “AR forw T Il o & gfdieaed 1$ o &), # 39 100% &

We've played a lot of times and for me it was important that | focus on every point.
§H S TR Wel Teh & 3R A TAIT §T 37eh TR EATeT hfered hiedl ST AT

It's just not about the whole game, but every point mattered to me.

W fow R 9 Wer &1 =781, sfeh g< 37 FHgeaqor |

| took the lead from the beginning and didn’t give her a chance,” Sindhu said.
HeT Qe3TTeT A € TGl ol ot R 38 1S Hienr 71T fear,” FAe o g |

With the win, the World No. 8 Sindhu earned 9,200 ranking points to strengthen her bid for a
place in the season-ending World Tour Finals.

58 Sita & faea # 3ad Trel 1 &Yy ¥ 9,200 ¥har 37eh 31foTeT forw 3R Atet & 37T  glet arel
2T X wIseTew # 918 Fel1el Y 3N SR HoTdd i

“This gives me a lot of boost, a lot of confidence.

“SEH S TE Foft AR IcATIRATH fHe &

I’'m happy that things are going according to plan.

Hqt G2l & T el ATl & 3eTaR Tl @ e

I’'m very grateful and thankful to my whole team.

# 379l o &1 by g I €

Everyone has worked really hard.

T TG AgeTd BT &

“I know there were days when you’re absolutely low, but still your team is there to pump you

up.
“HY U1 g T $o oot Oh ot & 519 3119kt HeT freeped g2 ST ©, Afehet e of 3morehr i 3marent
ghaeT s & foT Aispe W&l 81
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It's been an amazing week and | think it's time to go back and celebrate now.
g AR HeclTg T6T & R 7 97T & Toh 3 a1 SR S19eT Hellol 36l T ¢
It has been an amazing two weeks,” she said.

& &1 AdTE AR K &, 3oaiet el

Lakshya, who won the Australian Open and reached the finals at Hong Kong Open in 2025,
came into the final with a 3-4 head-to-head record against Christie.

2025 ﬁa"@ﬁuﬁmsﬁaﬁaﬂ?mﬁqﬂa?wﬁqgaﬁmﬁaﬁwwa:
TR 3T -HHA o FhTeel T RelS 3-4 AT|

He made a strong start and remained in control.

Iegiel CHER LRI Y AR R HHISel & fAIH0T T=A1C @7 |

“It has been quite some time since | won a tournament, so it feels good.

“ferdlY goftete 7 SN g1fieT fopT U STy T &Y 31T 2T, SHTQIT g 320 9T TET &

Couple of first-round losses affect you but the way | played here gave me a lot of confidence,”

he said.

ggel &R A el SRR 2 §IR T 3R IST &, wifehe TgT FoTd e HeA Well, 38 A Tl
ITcATIeaTE A, 3egler Fal|
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