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02N11. Sardar Patel 
and the many facets of 

his political legacy 

           औ       
                   
          

 Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, whose 151st birth 
anniversary falls on 
October 31, 2026, was many 

things to many people. 

                  ,       
151          31       , 2026 

       ,    -            
       -                 

 For some, he was the 
robust foil to Jawaharlal 
Nehru‘s gentleness and 
urbane eloquence. 

                            

               औ       

                         
 For others, he was a 

son of the soil who deserved 
to be Prime Minister but 
sacrificed his ambition for the 
larger good of the nation. 

                                 
                            
       ,                      
                      
                    

 For some, he was a 
―unifier‖ who played a major 
role in integrating 500 

princely states into the Indian Union, making a cohesive modern India possible. 

                       ―          ‖            500                                        
             औ                                         

 For others, he was a right-wing proponent in a centrist party. 

                                                              

Still highly relevant 

आ  भ                

 The answers are no longer blowing in the wind. 

इ                                               
 They come in fits and starts, in nuggets and specks, in Rajmohan Gandhi’s Patel, A Life, a 

reprint of the book originally published by Navajivan in 1991. 
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         औ                                       ,     इ             —         1991    
                                               

 In the preface to the new edition, published by Aleph, Gandhi writes, ―We are in another age 
now...Patel, who had been dead for more than 40 years when this book first appeared, has 
now been gone for seventy-five years. 

                                                        , ―                        ...      

                            ,                       40                       ;            75 

                
 He is still highly relevant. 

                           
 However, our times are radically different from what they were when Vallabhbhai Patel...lived 

in his history-making times. 

       ,                                                     ...   इ                     
                

 At times today, politicians, journalists, and makers of videos and films drag the characters of 
Patel — and Gandhi and Nehru — into our current controversies.‖ 

      -           ,       औ                                 —औ                —   
                                             ‖ 

 What Gandhi leaves unsaid is the political appropriation of Patel by the ruling dispensation, 
which shares an ideological affinity with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) — 
ironically, the organisation Patel banned following the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi. 

                                  ,                                           appropriation—

                 इ        इ                                               (      )        
                                                     इ                             

 Gandhi‘s text is illuminating and his research throws much new light on the first Home 
Minister of India. 

                                औ                                                              
 While giving plenty of space to tracing the rise of Patel from a middle-class background in 

Gujarat, Gandhi also examines the making of his Iron Man image. 

                                                                                               

                                      
 Biographer R.N.P. Singh, for instance, compares Patel to Bismarck in Sardar Patel: Unifier of 

Modern India. 

             ,            .  .  .                           :          ऑ        इ         
                                  

 Gandhi, however, essentially portrays Patel as a great humanist. 

                                                                     

Countering the communal discourse 

                          

 As he writes of the calamitous days of Partition, ―No human heart could react with equal 
anguish to every cruelty of 1947 — neither Patel‘s nor Jawaharlal‘s nor Azad‘s. 

                                               , ―1947                                         

                               —         ,               औ                
 Vallabhbhai‘s was a Hindu heart. 

                         
 He was, unquestionably, roused more by reports of fifty Hindu or Sikh deaths than by another 

fifty Muslim deaths. 
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        ,                                                                             

                
 But his hand was just. 

                          
 Patel agonized over Hindu and Sikh suffering but punished Hindu and Sikh offenders.‖ 

             औ                               ,             औ                                   ‖ 
 Early in the book, at the end of the preface to the new edition, Gandhi counters the communal 

discourse often associated with Patel, writing, ―What should we make of continual attempts 
today to misuse or exploit Patel for political purposes? 

                ,                               ,                                             

                                 , ―                                                        
            इ                                                       ? 

 It is hurtful to encounter bids to use the Sardar to promote a politics of Hindu supremacy and 
Muslim subordination.‖ 

         इ                   औ                                                            
                           ‖ 

Relationship with Gandhi 

                   

 Patel was a hero not merely because he had an independent view of India‘s age-old 
pluralism, or that he used his powers of persuasion and intimidation to make the princely 
states fall in line. 

          इ                                                                                 , 
                                                 औ                        इ             

 He was a hero because he put the word of the Father of the Nation ahead of all else; even 
ahead of his own desire to lead the newly independent nation. 

   इ                                                       ऊ      —                   

                            इ          ऊ    
 As Gandhi writes, ―Vallabhbhai could have retired in a blaze of glory and escaped the need to 

concede Nehru‘s primacy. 

                      , ―                                                     औ          
                                             

 Yet at their last meeting the Mahatma had enjoined him to stay at Nehru‘s side, and the 
national interest too seemed to ask for it. 

                                                                                , औ         

                                
 The Constitution was being framed. 

                             
 Mergers of states were incomplete. 

                          
 India needed to see Patel and Nehru together....Rejecting the temptation to quit and grumble, 

Vallabhbhai chose to remain in second place and work.‖ 

             औ                           ...                                             

                                            ‖ 
 The doughty fighter that Patel was, he followed Gandhi‘s advice out of respect for him. 

        औ                ,                                                          
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 As he said in Benares in November 1948, ―I was Gandhi‘s obedient soldier. 

                     1948                   , ―                               
 I followed him because our convictions tallied.‖ 

                                     -                     ‖ 
 Unsurprisingly, when Gandhi fell to Nathuram Godse‘s bullets, Patel not only termed it ―an 

everlasting blot‖, but also moaned that ―we can never forget or forgive ourselves that it was 
one of our own misguided young men who did it.‖ 

इ     इ                                                                  ,            इ   ―   

         ‖     औ                     ―       -     इ                                  
औ       इ                                                               ‖ 

 Here, by ―one of us‖, he probably meant the RSS, an organisation whose discipline greatly 
impressed Patel. 

     ―          ‖                                —                   
                                             

 Yet he banned the RSS following the Mahatma‘s assassination and lifted the ban when the 
organisation agreed to respect the tricolour as the national flag ahead of the Bhagwa dhwaj, 
the saffron flag, and devote itself to cultural activities. 

      ,                                                                                   
                        ऊ                                            औ                    

                                       

The idea of shared living 

                        

 As today, there were votaries of a Hindu Rashtra back then, too. 

                                            
 Patel would have none of it, dismissing the idea as ―that mad idea‖, as Gandhi recounts in the 

book. 

                                   इ                                  ―                   ‖     
    

 This is also repeatedly referred to in P.N. Chopra‘s 15-volume series on Patel. 

          .  .          15                        इ       -                    
 Called The Collected Works of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, published by Konark, the series is 

like an encyclopedia on the life and times of the Sardar. 

                    इ                               ऑ                        औ     

                                             
 While giving ample space to his views on capitalism, and why it was needed to generate 

wealth in a poverty-stricken nation, the series also talks of what shared living meant to Patel. 

                        औ                                                   इ               
                       -   ,                                                                   
    

 In volume 15, Chopra says, ―Sardar Patel exhorted Hindus and Muslims to live together. 

    15                 , ―                      औ                                    
 In a speech at Hyderabad, he asked the Hindus to forget the past and the Muslims not to 

harbour any bitterness towards their brethren....Whatever happens in Pakistan has its 
reactions here and it is this action and reaction which had to be checked....Let us live as 
decent men — either Christians, Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs or Parsees. 

                                                              औ                     इ          

                       ...                          ,                             ; इ           
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औ                           ... इ ,        इ                —               ,      , 
       ,               

 No religion prospers which is based on intolerance.‖ 

                                 -              ‖ 
 This plurality was dear to his heart. 

                                    
 As he expressed in a speech, barely 18 months after Independence, ―The first requisite for 

building a strong, free India is unity and peace.‖ 

                   18                                          , ―        औ             

                               औ           ‖ 
 In the speech, which finds space in a Penguin publication titled Selected Speeches and 

Writings of Vallabhbhai Patel, he goes on to state, ―For unity we must forget differences of 
caste or creed and remember that we are all Indians; and all equal.‖ 

    इ                                     इ      ऑ                        इ                 
       , ―                                               औ                                    
औ          ‖ 

 In the same speech, Patel criticised the RSS for demanding a Hindu Rajya. 

इ                                                                       
 ―There are as many Muslims in this country as in the part that has been partitioned away.  

          , ―इ                                                                              
 We are not going to drive them away. 

                                          
 It would be an evil day if we started that game...,‖ he said. 

                                                 ...,‖             
 Incidentally, he was also critical of the ―Hinduism is in danger‖ mantra of the RSS. 

        ,              ―                    ‖                           
 As Chopra‘s book says, ―They do not realise that Hinduism is in danger because Hindus have 

not followed Hinduism. 

                                    , ―                              इ                              
                                   

 They take wrong means....It is equally dangerous to form a party or to lay down a programme 
on a religious basis. 

                      ...                                                                

    
 The days of religious bigotry are gone. 

                                     
 Now that the country has got freedom, for anybody to say that any religion is in danger is a 

very dangerous precedent to set up.‖ 

                          ,                                         ,                        
              ‖ 

 With his clarity of thought and width of vision, Patel, as Singh writes, ―left his mark not only on 
the map of India but also on the minds of her people‖. 

                                       औ                             ―                     
       ,                                          ‖ 
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Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Role in the Freedom Struggle 

Date/Year Event Patel’s role and significance 

31 October 

1875 

Birth at Nadiad, 

Gujarat. 

His birth anniversary is observed as National Unity 

Day—Rashtriya Ekta Diwas. 

1917 
Entry into municipal 

politics. 

He entered Ahmedabad’s municipal administration 

and increasingly associated himself with Gandhi’s 

public activities. 

1918 
Kheda Satyagraha, 

Gujarat. 

Working with Gandhi, he organised cultivators 

demanding suspension of land revenue after crop 

failure. It established his reputation as a disciplined 

mass organiser. 

1920–1922 
Non-Cooperation 

Movement. 

He gave up his legal practice and mobilised support 

for the boycott of colonial institutions, promotion of 

khadi and national education. 

1923 
Nagpur Flag 

Satyagraha. 

He helped lead resistance to restrictions on carrying 

the national flag and negotiated a successful 

settlement. 

1923–1924 
Borsad Satyagraha, 

Gujarat. 

He organised opposition to a punitive police tax 

imposed on residents accused of supporting criminals. 

The levy was withdrawn. 

1924–1928 

President of 

Ahmedabad 

Municipality. 

His work in sanitation, public services and municipal 

administration strengthened his administrative 

experience. 

1928 
Bardoli Satyagraha, 

Gujarat. 

He led peasants against an increased land-revenue 

assessment. His successful leadership earned him the 

title ―Sardar,‖ meaning leader. 

7 March 

1930 
Arrest at Ras village. 

Arrested while mobilising support for the Salt 

Satyagraha, he was imprisoned before Gandhi began 

the Dandi March on 12 March 1930. 

March 1931 

Karachi Session of the 

Indian National 

Congress. 

As Congress President, he presided over the session 

that endorsed the Gandhi–Irwin Pact and adopted 

resolutions on Fundamental Rights and the 

National Economic Programme. 

1932–1933 
Imprisonment with 

Gandhi. 

He was detained with Gandhi in Yeravda Jail during 

the renewed Civil Disobedience Movement. 

9 August 

1942 

Arrest during the 

Quit India Movement. 

Following the resolution of 8 August, he was arrested 

with other Congress leaders and detained at 

Ahmednagar Fort. 

2 

September 

1946 

Joined the Interim 

Government. 

He took responsibility for Home and Information 

and Broadcasting, preparing him for the challenges 

of independence and Partition. 
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These events show his progression from peasant mobilisation and local administration to 

national political leadership.  

Integration of Princely States 

Date/Period Event Importance for integration 

June–July 

1947 

Creation of the States 

Department. 

The decision to establish it was taken on 25 June; 

Patel assumed charge in early July. V. P. Menon, 

its Secretary, became his key administrative 

collaborator. 

July–August 

1947 

Negotiations with 

princely rulers. 

Patel and Menon secured accessions through 

persuasion, political assurances and negotiations. 

The initial Instrument of Accession generally 

covered defence, external affairs and 

communications. 

15 August 

1947 

Independent India’s first 

Deputy Prime Minister 

and Home Minister. 

Patel also headed the States portfolio and directed 

the political consolidation of the Union. 

26 October 

1947 

Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Instrument of Accession. 

Maharaja Hari Singh signed accession to India; it 

was accepted on 27 October. This formed part of 

the wider integration process, involving several 

national leaders and institutions. 

9 November 

1947 

India took over 

Junagadh’s 

administration. 

This followed the Nawab’s departure and a 

request from the state’s administration. 

15 February 

1948 

Inauguration of the 

Saurashtra Union. 

Patel inaugurated the union bringing together 

numerous Kathiawar princely states into a more 

viable administrative unit. 

20 February 

1948 
Junagadh plebiscite. 

An overwhelming majority voted in favour of 

joining India. 

15 July 1948 Inauguration of PEPSU. 
Patel inaugurated the Patiala and East Punjab 

States Union, consolidating eight princely states. 

13–17 

September 

1948 

Operation Polo in 

Hyderabad. 

Indian military action ended the Nizam’s 

resistance. His forces surrendered on 17 

September, enabling Hyderabad’s integration into 

India. 

1948–1950 

Administrative and 

constitutional 

consolidation. 

Accession was followed by merger agreements, 

unions of states and incorporation into India’s 

constitutional structure. 

Patel’s achievement was a collective nation-building exercise, supported particularly by V. 

P. Menon, alongside Nehru, Mountbatten, state leaders and popular movements. 

Other Important Dates 

Date Event and significance 
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Date Event and significance 

21 April 1947 

Patel addressed civil-service probationers in Delhi, emphasising impartiality 

and public service. This association is commemorated through Civil Services 

Day. 

15 December 

1950 
He died in Bombay, now Mumbai. 

 

 

 

 
02N11. Mexico comes alive for the annual Day of the 
Dead festival 

                  ‘             ’              ई     भ       
   

 Bright orange marigolds, glowing candles and faces painted like 
the elegant skeletons known as catrinas fill the streets of Mexico every 
year during the country‘s Day of the Dead celebrations. 

                                            ,                           , 
                 औ                                                   
                            

 Festivities begin in October and lead up to November 1 and 2, 
when the souls of deceased loved ones are believed to temporarily 
return to earth to reunite with their families. 

                           औ  1     2                                   

इ                                                                    

                             
 No one knows when the first observance took place, but it is 

rooted in agriculture-related beliefs from Mexico‘s pre-Hispanic era. 

                             ,                    ;       इ        
                     -                -                       

 Catholic traditions were incorporated into the celebration after 
the Spanish conquest in 1521. 

1521                      इ                                           
 Today, celebrations are marked by massive parades running 

along Mexico City‘s main avenue. 

   इ                                                               
         

 Streets, businesses and markets are cloaked in orange Mexican marigold flowers, or 
cempasúchil, believed to light the path of the dead back to earth with their bright colours. 

    ,        औ                                       —                        —              
                                                                                  

 Traditional pan de muerto, or bread of the dead, lines the display cases of bakeries. 

                                                ,                   ,              
 On the night of November 1, families gather at cemeteries across the country to reconnect 

with their dead just as their ancestors have done for centuries. 
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1             ,                                                                     इ          
  —           ,                                      

 But as the tradition and the Mexican capital have increasingly gained an international 
spotlight, and States like Oaxaca and Michoacan have seen an influx of tourists, some 
regions have experienced tensions around overtourism. 

      इ         औ                                                   -   , औ             
                                            ,                                                

 In Mexico City, many locals are sceptical of an annual parade featuring floats decorated with 
catrinas. 

                                                                                          
 The procession was created for the 2015 James Bond film Spectre and later incorporated into 

the city‘s celebrations, though it was not previously part of the tradition. 

         2015                                              औ         इ                   
                 ,                                          

GS Paper 1: Society 02 November 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
02N11 Citizenship for 2.5 lakh Matuas under CAA by Dec. 31: Bengal CM 

31                       2.5        आ              :                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02N11. Citizenship for 2.5 lakh Matuas under CAA by Dec. 31: Bengal CM 

31                       2.5        आ              :                   

 West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari on Sunday said the State government has set a 
target of granting citizenship certificates to 2.5 lakh Matuas in the State under the 
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) by December 31. 

                                                                         31                   
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2.5                                                                                    

        (    )                  
  
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02N11 Houthi media say Saudi strikes target Yemen’s Hodeidah port 

                                                                           
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02N11. Andhra braces for second 

cyclone within a week; five districts 
placed on red alert 

            भ                       आ   

     ;                       

 Barely a week after being battered by ―very 
severe‖ Cyclone Arnab, Andhra Pradesh is bracing 
for Cyclone Murasu, expected to make landfall on 

Tuesday, with five districts put on red alert. 

―           ‖                                       

         ,                                        
                  इ                               
         औ                                          

 The weather system over the Bay of Bengal 
intensified into a cyclonic storm and was centred at 
around 350 km east of Chennai on Sunday night. 

                 ऊ                                



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
2 

                 औ                           350                            
 The storm, which is likely to bring heavy rainfall to several Tamil Nadu districts as well, is 

expected to move west-northwestward and intensify into a severe cyclonic storm by Monday 
morning. 

इ                                                                  इ         -   -         
        औ                                                               

 Between Monday night and early hours of Tuesday, it is likely to cross into Andhra Pradesh 
with wind speeds gusting up to 120 km per hour between Nellore and Narsapur. 

                                  इ           औ                                               
          ; इ                           120                                     

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

02N11. Why even a strong El Niño does not guarantee a poor Indian monsoon 

            भ  भ                                            
 This year, a ―ferocious‖ El Niño is taking shape, and is expected to peak only in December. 

इ         ―    ‖                          औ  इ                                               
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 The 2026 southwest monsoon ended nearly 13% below the long-term average of 87 cm. 

2026        -             87                       औ           13%                

           
 East and Northeast India had their driest season since records began in 1901. 

     औ                 1901                                                          
 So what happened differently in 1997? 

   1997                  ? 

El Niño and the monsoon 

        औ         

 Near the Earth‘s equator, steady winds blow across the Pacific Ocean from east to west. 

                          ,                             ऊ                                
 These winds drive warm surface water into Indonesia. 

                            इ                           
 The water then warms the air over it, and the warm air rises, creating rain clouds. 

इ                  ऊ                        ;         ऊ           औ                         
 These winds diminish every 2-7 years. 

   2-7                                   
 The warm water flows back east to South America, with the rain clouds trailing behind. 

                                               औ                        -              
 Scientists call this phenomenon the El Niño Southern Oscillation. 

        इ                 -                    
 This upsurge of warmer air from the Pacific eventually has to descend somewhere — and one 

portion sinks over India. 

                                          - -                       —औ                     

   ऊ                  
 As the air subsides, it becomes warmer and drier, and rain clouds struggle to form in it, which 

can weaken monsoon rains. 

                        औ                         ;                                    ,       
                                

 Sea surface temperatures in the equatorial Pacific were 1.64 degree Celsius above normal in 
1997 and 1.59 degree Celsius in 2015, according to NOAA‘s Oceanic Niño Index. 

NOAA                                    ,                                           

1997              1.64              औ  2015    1.59                       
 This year the figure was 1.98 degree Celsius. 

इ               1.98                  
 Nevertheless, India received normal rainfall in 1997 but around 13% less than the normal in 

2015. 

इ          ,         1997                   ,      2015                        13%         

Indian Ocean Dipole 

                    

 Like the Southern Oscillation, there is a see-saw in the Indian Ocean as well called the Indian 
Ocean Dipole (IOD). 

                 ,                           -                   ,                          

(IOD)          
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 One end of the IOD is in the west, near Africa, and the other is in the east, near Indonesia.  

IOD                                  औ                इ                     
 In specific years, the western extremity becomes warmer than usual and the eastern 

extremity cooler. 

                                         औ                                 
 This is known as the positive phase and is beneficial to India. 

इ                          औ                                  
 The air over the warmer western waters rises more strongly, draws moist winds, and the 

monsoon carries more of that moisture over India. 

                     ऊ                       ऊ          ,                               औ  
                                             

 In most years, there is no tendency towards either end, and the IOD is said to be neutral. 

                                                 औ  IOD                      
 The IOD tends to tip around June and is most pronounced September-to-November, which 

means its impact tends to be later in the monsoon. 

IOD                                          औ                                          ; 
इ               इ                                

 And it tends to go into the positive phase when an El Niño occurs. 

                                                       
 The see-saw shifted in India‘s favour in 1997 and offset the El Niño. 

1997           -                       औ                                      
 In 2015, however, it barely moved. 

       , 2015    इ                             
 One 2024 study by researchers from India and the U.S., including IIT-Delhi, IIT-Kharagpur, 

NIT-Rourkela found why: a change in the belt of winds that encircles Antarctica sent westerly 
winds across the southern Indian Ocean, which kept the see-saw from tipping. 

IIT-     , IIT-       औ  NIT-                   औ                          2024       

         इ              :                             -                                    
   ऊ                    ,       इ      -                           

 The Department partly blamed the Madden-Julian Oscillation, a wave of clouds and rain 

that passes around the tropics every 30 to 60 days, which resided over Africa and the 
Americas during the month. 

         इ                         -                            —         औ             

      ,       30    60                                             औ                     
           ऊ             

 If that water is in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, the sinking air is more likely to settle on 
India, which increases the odds of less rain. 

                                      ,                              ऊ                    
            ,                                 

 In 1997, the warmest waters were located further east around South America. 

1997                                       , औ                        
 It also indicated other factors that occurred in July and August, notably an unusual high-

pressure system high above the Iranian plateau in West Asia and additional moisture coming 
in from the Arabian Sea. 

               औ                                             ,                         
                 ऊ                  -        औ                              

 In April, IMD said ―the latest climate models‖ showed the IOD turning positive towards the end 
of the monsoon season, and in early September the WMO still expected a positive IOD 
between September and November. 
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        IMD              ―                  ‖                  IOD                         

       ;                                             (WMO)                           IOD    
                         

 The monsoon brings about three-quarters of India‘s yearly rain. 

                               -                                
 About 40% of the country‘s farmland has no irrigation and depends on it, per the agriculture 

ministry‘s latest figures. 

                                     ,             40%                                       
औ                         

 
 

 

02N11. Houthi media say Saudi strikes target 
Yemen’s Hodeidah port 

                                                           

                

 Houthi media said on Sunday that Saudi air strikes targeted 
Hodeidah, a strategic port under Houthi control, as the group 
battles a Saudi-led coalition supporting the internationally 

recognised government. 

                                        ई                          
                                        ,                         

                                                             
                     
 

GS Paper II: Polity 02 November 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

02N11 Opposition flays BJP a day after Independent MLCs ‘join’ ruling party in Bihar 

                                       ‘     ’                            भ        
आ         
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02N11. Opposition flays BJP a day after Independent MLCs ‘join’ ruling party 
in Bihar 

                                       ‘     ’                            भ        
आ         

 A day after two recently elected Independent Members of the Bihar Legislative Council — 
Bansidhar Brajwasi and Rahul Raj — ―joined‖ the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the 
Opposition on Sunday demanded that both be disqualified under the anti-defection law. 

                                                       —              औ           —   
                       (     )    ―     ‖                   ,                              

  -                                                  
 

GS Paper II: International Relations 02 November 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

02N11 Bhutan builds 108 stupas in 9 hours, dedicates Chorten No. 76 to Modi 
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भ        9         108          ,            76                     
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02N11. Bhutan builds 108 stupas in 9 hours, dedicates Chorten No. 76 to Modi 

भ        9         108          ,            76                     

 Bhutan King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck on Sunday dedicated one of the 108 
Buddhist stupas erected in a nine-hour construction feat to Prime Minister Narendra Modi as 
a mark of appreciation for India‘s support for the country‘s ambitious Gelephu Mindfulness 
City (GMC) project. 

                                                                         108                     

                                                                      इ              (      ) 
                                                      

 About 240 km south-southeast of Bhutan‘s capital, Thimphu, Gelephu borders Assam‘s 
Chirang district. 

                               240              -    -                                   
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 King Wangchuk envisions the city as a spirituality-driven global economic hub. 

             इ                                                                      
                  

 The King, other members of the royal family, top officials and foreign dignitaries faced 
Chorten Number 79 from the ceremonial ground as thousands of people around chanted a 
six-syllable Tibetan Buddhist mantra a billion times while the volunteers completed the 
mission between 3 a.m. and noon. 

                  3                                       इ                           -      

                                            ,                        ,               औ  
                                             79                         

 About two hours later, the focus shifted to Chorten Number 76, which the King dedicated to 
Mr. Modi ―as an enduring symbol‖ of his ―profound appreciation‖ for the latter‘s ―unwavering 
commitment and India‘s steadfast support for the realisation‖ of GMC. 

                                 76       ,                                             इ   
                                       ―              औ                  ‖             
―           ‖    ―          ‖        

 Bhutanese officials said the number was chosen because Mr. Modi turned 76 more than a 
month ago. 

                                      इ                                                

         76                
 Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju, who represented India for ‗Project 108‘, thanked 

the King. 

‗       108‘                                                                                

      
 ―This remarkable milestone is an enduring symbol of the deep spiritual and civilisational 

bonds between our two nations,‖ he said, congratulating Bhutan on the achievement. 

         इ                                    , ―                                          

              औ                                  ‖ 

Collective spirit 

        भ     

 Each 15 metres tall and 108 metres apart, the Jangchub Chortens, or Buddhist stupas, stand 
in a single meandering file along the Mau Chhu River, Gelephu‘s lifeline. 

      15      ऊ    औ    -         108                                  —              —       
                                                             

 Addressing the people after the completion of Project 108, King Wangchuk said: ―People from 
every walk of life and every generation came together to make this possible,‖ stressing the 
Bhutanese collective spirit and ability to achieve ―anything impossible‖. 

       108                                                                 , ―       औ             
    इ                               ‖                               औ  ―                     
      ‖                                    
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02N11.  Slow recovery 

           

 With the successful launch of the GSLV F18 mission and the 
NVS-03 satellite‘s healthy status, the Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) is on course to heave a sigh of relief. 

GSLV F18                   औ  NVS-03                            , 

                             (ISRO)                                 
 Its last 18 months have been constrained by the consequences of 

two launch failures involving PSLV rockets, which share some of their 
design aspects with GSLV, to the extent that the F18 mission was only the 
second successful launch of 2026. 

      18          ISRO    PSLV                        -            
                            ; इ                इ              GSLV    
     -          इ         F18      2026                              

 If the NVS-03 satellite is successfully manoeuvred into its final 
intended orbital slot and commissioned, ISRO will also have pulled off a 
rescue mission for the ‘Navigation with Indian Constellation’ (NavIC) 
programme, which has been at least one functional satellite short for the 

last six months and thus unable to meet its primary purpose of providing 
standalone positioning services over the Indian subcontinent. 

    NVS-03                                                             
               ,    ISRO ‘                              ’ (NavIC)        

                                           इ              -  -      

                          ,                                         

     -                                                             
 The three second-generation NVS satellites thus far are 

distinguished by having at least one indigenously made atomic clock 
onboard, in line with the recommendations of the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee (PSC) on Science and Technology and India‘s investments in 
quantum timekeeping, and away from the imported clocks onboard the 
first-generation IRNSS satellites. 

                           NVS                                  -  -   

                                      औ                                
      (PSC)             औ            -                                                      
IRNSS                                      

 The PSC had also flagged procurement bottlenecks across ISRO‘s programmes, including 

difficulties with obtaining specialised components and ensuring vendor readiness on the 
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timelines that NavIC needs. 

PSC    ISRO                                                         ,                        
औ  NavIC       -                                                                     इ    
          

 The ISRO Space Applications Centre‘s ‗request for proposals‘ in 2025 also specified a large 
lead time of nearly two years between a contract‘s start and the first two flight models. 

ISRO                          2025                                                          

         औ                                                                         
 The Electronics Component Manufacturing Scheme and the programme to modernise the 

Semiconductor Laboratory can be tweaked to serve these needs, with the Electronics Ministry 
also setting aside dedicated funds for developing specialised components and their 
qualification tests in a five- to seven-year programme. 

इ                                                          औ                         
                                             इ                                           

                           औ            -                                                
 In tandem, the government must allocate around ₹17,000 crore in the 2027-28 Union Budget 

for the Department of Space, against ₹13,705.6 crore in 2026-27, with the hike focusing on 
manufacturing launch vehicles, replacing satellites, and recruitment. 

इ          ,                    2027-28                             ₹17,000             

          ,      2026-27    ₹13,705.6                        इ                       

               ,                औ                     
 Besides, NavIC also requires a dedicated operator, so that ISRO can be left to focus on its 

core mandate, and India needs a national space law addressing private participation in this 
enterprise, and liability. 

इ         , NavIC                                  ,      ISRO                         

                                                    इ                       औ                 
               

 Two successful orbital missions in five-sixths of a year is unbecoming of a national space 
programme with imminent plans of human spaceflight, a space station, and reusable launch 
vehicle capabilities. 

              -                                                                             
                                    ,              औ                             

                      
 Without significant measures, ISRO will lurch from one mission to the next as and when its 

inadequate workforce is able to make do with its inadequate allocation. 

                      ,    ISRO                                       —           
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02N11.  Even as unemployment falls, lack of ‘decent work’ in India 

                        , भ       ‘            ’        

 India‘s unemployment rate fell from 6.1% in 2017-18 to 3.2% in 2023-24. 

                     2017-18    6.1%         2023-24    3.2%        
 At the same time, female workforce participation increased for the first time in decades as has 

been widely reported in government documents. 

इ          ,                                                         ,                  
                           

 In light of these positive developments, it is the right time to ask what kind of jobs have been 
generated in India recently, and what working conditions accompany them. 

इ                                                                                           
                     औ                    -                  

 This is important because employment alone does not inherently ensure dignity, security, or a 
stable livelihood. 

              ,                          -        ,                                     
      

 A worker engaged in garment sewing without a formal contract, a gig worker without 
insurance coverage, or a construction labourer without paid leave may technically be 
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considered employed, but they remain outside the promise of decent work. 

औ                                            ,                                         

                                                                 ,                   

                             
 The International Labour Organization (ILO) defines ‗decent work‘ as employment that offers 

equitable income, workplace rights, social security and dignity. 

                    (ILO) ‗            ‘                                            
           ,                  ,               औ                  

 This principle is integrated into Sustainable Development Goal 8 (SDG-8), which advocates 
―decent work for all‖. 

                         8 (SDG-8)            ,    ―                       ‖          
         

 Measured this way, India‘s labour market persistently exhibits high levels of informality, 
insecure employment, and increasing inequalities. 

इ                                                  ,                औ                 
                              

Measuring decent work 

                आ    

 Using two rounds of the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), 2017-18 and 2023-24, the 
quality of employment in India has been analysed. 

                  (PLFS)           —2017-18 औ  2023-24—                       
                                                 

 By constructing a multidimensional Decent Work Index (DWI) based on three subdimensions 

— employment status, employment opportunity, and social security — across five major 
industries (agriculture, manufacturing, construction, wholesale and retail, and transport), it 
was observed that India has made progress in improving work conditions over time. 

                —    ,         ,       ,     औ                         —             
     ,                औ                           -                         
                     (DWI)                                               -           
               

 The overall DWI increased from 0.247 in 2017-18 to 0.302 in 2023-24. 

    DWI 2017-18    0.247         2023-24    0.302         
 While this indicates some improvement in job quality, the overall level remains alarmingly low. 

                                                    ,        इ                              

    
 More importantly, progress has been uneven across sectors, regions, gender and caste 

groups. 

इ                                 ,         इ    ,      औ      -                            
    

 Manufacturing in the secondary sector and transport in the tertiary sector showed the highest 
improvement in decent work conditions during this period. 

इ                                  औ                                          
                                        

 The manufacturing sector‘s DWI increased from 0.324 to 0.411 due to a gradual rise in 
formalisation and digitalisation. 
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औ           औ                                                   DWI 0.324         
0.411         

 The transport sector also experienced significant progress (from 0.285 to 0.35), largely due to 
the expansion of urban logistics and app-based platform work. 

               औ    -                                                                

         औ       DWI 0.285         0.35         
 However, these improvements also reveal an important concern. 

       ,                                              
 Even in sectors where employment conditions have improved, access to social security 

remains limited. 

                                              ,                                                  
 A large number of workers still do not have written contracts, paid leave, provident fund 

benefits or insurance coverage. 

                                    ,            ,                                          
 Though employment opportunities are increasing, labour protections and job security are not 

improving at the same pace. 

                        ,                औ                                                      
 Agriculture, which continues to employ the largest share of India‘s workforce, remains the 

lowest-quality employment generating sector. 

                                                                                               
                       

 The agricultural sector‘s DWI marginally increased from 0.211 to 0.267 during the study 
period; most agricultural workers continue to be self-employed or unpaid family workers 
without stable income or labour protections. 

                          DWI              0.211         0.267    ;                     
                                    -                                                 

 The issue is not merely low productivity; rather it is the rise of informal jobs. 

                                 ;                                   
 Construction and retail sectors tell a similar story. 

       औ                                   
 Workers remain dependent on casual employment, subcontracting chains and insecure 

labour arrangements. 

                    ,   -                 औ                                           
 Welfare schemes exist on paper but implementation gaps continue to exclude millions of 

workers. 

                                   ,                                                   
                      

 Nearly 90% of India‘s workforce remains informally employed, a share that has risen since 
2019, according to the India Employment Report 2024 (ILO–IHD). 

                   2024 (ILO–IHD)          ,              90%                     

                   औ  2019                         
 It has expanded into supply chains, app-based work in the gig and platform economy, 

logistics, home-based production, and in even organised industries through contractualisation 
and outsourcing. 

                 ,     औ                          -          ,          ,                
            औ                                                                             

 The challenge becomes even more serious when viewed in the context of social inequality. 

                                              औ                       
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 The analysis by the authors shows that decent work outcomes improve significantly with 
education, formal enterprise employment and skill training. 

                                       , औ                       औ                
                                                   

 However, informalisation of jobs reduces decent work creation in India over time. 

       ,                                                                            
    

 Especially concerning is the growing intersection of caste and gender disadvantage: women 
from Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes experienced a decline in decent-work 
outcomes between 2017-18 and 2023-24, even as outcomes for men improved. 

     औ      -                                                :                   औ      

                            2017-18    2023-24                                    , 
                  इ               

 The labour market penalty for being both female and socially marginalised has intensified 
after the COVID-19 pandemic. 

COVID-19               ,            औ                                   -                   
     औ            

 This shows that inequality in India‘s labour market is not just economic, it is also structurally 
rooted in caste and gender hierarchies. 

इ                                                                 ,           औ        

                                                
 Regional disparities further expose the uneven nature of labour market progress. 

                                                  औ                 
 States such as Goa, Keralam, Tamil Nadu, and Haryana perform substantially better in terms 

of decent-work creation; in contrast, Bihar, Jharkhand, and Uttar Pradesh continue to lag 
behind. 

                                     ,      ,          औ                               
             ; इ          ,      ,        औ                          

 The findings point to a serious policy concern: while India has been able to create more jobs, 
it is still struggling to ensure that these jobs provide decent working conditions and security. 

                                                :                                            
  ,                                                    इ                          -         
औ              

 Poor-quality employment generation has consequences for economic growth. 

                                                             
 Workers without social security spend less, save less and remain vulnerable to economic 

shocks. 

                                            ,                औ                    

                 
 Moreover, informality depresses productivity, weakens tax capacity, and increases inequality. 

इ         ,                              ,                                 औ          
          

 India cannot measure labour market success only through reduction in unemployment rates 
and income growth. 

                                                   औ                             
 A country aspiring to become Viksit Bharat by 2047 cannot rely indefinitely on insecure, low-

paid and unprotected labour. 
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2047                                                    ,              औ       -      

                                         
 Economic growth without decent work can create a workforce that may have jobs, but still 

lives with insecurity, instability and a lack of protection. 

                                                                                 ,       

         ,         औ                            
 India has to shift from a ‗job-counting approach‘ to a ‗job-quality approach‘. 

        ‗                ‘                 ‗                ‘                               

The way forward 

आ          

 The findings point toward where policy should focus. 

                                                        
 First, social protection must extend to all workers — gig and platform workers, self-

employed, farmers, and informal workers — through systems that are portable and accessible 
regardless of employment status. 

    ,                          —    औ                  ,   -                ,        
औ                   —                                                                
                       औ           

 Platforms such as e-Shram are a good start, but registering alone does not guarantee 
protection; workers need real protection, not just a database entry. 

e-Shram                       ,                                                 ;            
                   ,                               

 Second, formalisation policies should focus on labour conditions, not just business 
registration. 

     , औ                                                        ,                       
               

 Enterprises receiving tax incentives or subsidies should be linked to mandatory worker 
protections such as written contracts, paid leave, and social security contributions. 

                                                        ,             औ                
                                              

 Third, labour policies need to be more intersectional. 

     ,                                                                           
 Given that women from marginalised caste groups are the group whose outcomes worsened 

rather than improved, targeted measures — childcare facilities, safe transportation, skill 
training and safeguards against workplace discrimination — should not be an afterthought. 

                          -                                                  , इ          

    —                          ,              ,            औ                       
     —                                        

 Finally, labour reforms should be designed around the needs of workers first, rather than 
being framed primarily as a means of easing the cost of doing business. 

     ,                                                                    ,             
                                        

 The four Labour Codes were introduced in 2025 with the promise of simplifying labour 
regulation and expanding protections. 

                      औ                                                      2025            
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 However, implementation remains partial and inconsistent. 

       ,                           औ            
 Critics argue that while compliance has been eased for businesses, worker protections may 

have diminished with rising contractualisation. 

                                                      ,                             

                                       
 The real test of development is not whether workers have some kind of work; it is whether 

that work provides dignity and security. 

                                                                           ;                

                  औ                         
 Until then, India‘s employment success story will remain incomplete — no nation can call itself 

developed while its workforce remains insecure. 

                   ,               -                          —                          

            ,                                  

 

02N11.  An energy revolution in 

the making 

                      

 More than 21 lakh of the 65 lakh 
homes with PM Surya Ghar rooftop 
solar have received a zero electricity 
bill. 

                             65         
      21                               

         
 Life for young Indians, once 

marked by monthly bills and regular 
power cuts, has seen a sea change. 

                    ,                    
           औ                        
            ,                         

 Now, they ask how an inverter 
works, what a battery costs, and whether 
AI can run decentralised solar. 

                  इ                      , 
                       औ       आई 

              ऊ                        
 Such questions are creating 

engineers, entrepreneurs, skilled 
technicians, and informed citizens. 

         इ       ,      ,      

         औ                        
        

 India is raising its first 
generation of power producers and 
innovators, and I believe they will shape 

our energy economy for Viksit Bharat by 2047. 
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                   औ                                             , औ                      
2047           भ       ऊ                            

 This rests on a decade of initiatives led by Hon‘ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. 

                                                                                    
 In the last 12 years, India has achieved both speed and scale, with installed solar capacity 

up by around 6007%, from 2.8 GW in 2014 to 171 GW today. 

      12                    औ         —                ;                      6007% 

     2014    2.8               171                   
 Solar power that cost around ₹8 a unit in 2014-15 now sells for as low as ₹2.15, thanks to an 

ecosystem, including PM-KUSUM, built on the vision to achieve 500 GW of installed power 
capacity from non-fossil fuel sources by 2030. 

2014-15                               ₹8             ,            ₹2.15               ; 
इ                                                -                  औ     2030       -

                   500                                                                
 India stands as the only G20 country to have met its 2030 target of 50% non-fossil capacity 

five years early. 

       20                           2030                 50%    -                        

                              
 This first chapter has proved that solar works for Indian households. 

इ                                                     ऊ              
 Now, the second will take agri-photovoltaics to farmers under PM-KUSUM 2.0, pair storage 

with solar, prioritise State-level green corridors, deepen rooftop solar penetration, and 

digitise our networks for more renewables. 

                    -      2.0                      -                          ,             
    भ                   ,     -                                       ,               
            औ           ऊ                                                              
       

 Our 500 GW commitment needs $220 billion investment — $150 billion domestic and $70 
billion as FDI. 

500                                  220                             —150                
      औ  70                            (FDI)           

 Capital, manufacturing, storage, and people will decide how well we do it, along with Global 
South partners. 

                                        इ                  ,         ,         ,        औ  
                     

 Capital comes first. 

                 
 The first milestone of one lakh PM Surya Ghar solar installations took months; now, we 

achieve the number every six days. 

                                                                               ;          
                                     

 Under PM-KUSUM, our ‗annadata‘ has become our ‗urjadata‘ too, with over 30 lakh 

standalone solar pumps installed. 

    -             30                                           औ        ‗       ‘    

‗ऊ       ‘              
 The private sector will lead the build-out, with our States as partners, by building parks such 

as Khavda, the world‘s largest hybrid renewable energy park. 
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         इ                         औ                    ; इ                                   , 
                                                    

 Next, rooftops and pumps must become a bankable asset class with a clear pipeline for 

Indian and foreign pension funds and institutional investors. 

                                     औ                                  औ             
                                                                              

 Manufacturing is next. 

                         

 The PLI scheme brought high-efficiency module-making home. 

    आई             -                                                  
 The capacity of solar module now exceeds 225 GW and around 45 GW of cells. 

                                225                 औ                       45 

            
 Investment must now go into cells, wafers, and polysilicon. 

            ,      औ                                       
 The National Green Hydrogen Mission is building an electrolyser industry for 5 million 

tonnes a year by 2030. 

                         2030           5                                  

                                   
 Storage comes third. 

              भ          

 The Central Electricity Authority sees a need for 236 GWh of batteries by 2031-32, and the 
Cabinet-approved third phase of the Green Energy Corridor will support 50 GWh with 

₹50,000 crore and new transmission. 

                               2031-32    236        -                               , औ  
                                                  ₹50,000      औ                       50 

       -                            
 The last but most important is people. 

     ,                                  

 Rooftop solar creates significantly more jobs than ground-mounted projects. 

                                                                                       
 It requires local teams for surveying, designing, installing, connecting and servicing the 

systems — taking green jobs beyond major cities to places closer home for lakhs of youth. 

इ                  ,     इ ,       ,        औ                                         
  —इ                                ,                                          

 It also employs a high share of women. 

इ                                          
 Our 500 GW target and the Green Hydrogen Mission could also support lakhs of full-time-

equivalent jobs by 2030. 

      500                औ                    2030                                   
                     

 Under India‘s 2023 G20 Presidency, the African Union joined the G20 permanently, and 

leaders agreed to work towards tripling renewables capacity by 2030. 

        2023      20                                         20              औ            
2030             ऊ                                                             

 This September, as BRICS Chair, we saw the New Delhi Declaration adopted unanimously, 
backing a BRICS Solar PV Cooperation Roadmap and principles for smart grids and 
storage. 
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इ                                     ई                                       ,       
                                         औ  भ                                     

 The International Solar Alliance, launched by India and France in Paris in 2015, turns that 

agenda into delivery. 

     औ             2015                                                इ                  
                     

 The first 1,000 GW of global solar power took 25 years; the next came in two. 

           ऊ            1,000                       25        ;      1,000                     
           

 With 130 signatory and member countries, ISA is helping build skills through a Global 
Capability Centre, an AI-driven ISA Academy, and centres of excellence in 17 countries, 
with capital from the $200-million Africa Solar Facility, managed with Africa50. 

130            औ                                       (ISA)                   ,  आई-

        ISA        औ  17                                                                  
  ; इ              200                                                 ,             

Africa50                      
 The Bharat Renewable Energy Summit & Expo 2026 at Bharat Mandapam on November 

2-5, to be inaugurated by the Hon‘ble Prime Minister, will host, for the first time, the Ninth ISA 
Assembly and the Fourth International Conference on Green Hydrogen together. 

                      2    5                                              भ             

                           2026             आई              भ  औ                       
                                      

 With the participating countries and institutions, we will discuss what solar can do for them 
and how they can achieve reliable power, energy security without imported fuel, and 
food security through solar irrigation, all in the spirit of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. 

                   औ                                      ऊ                            औ     
              , आ                                          ई                             
                —                                               
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02N11. What does the Binance hack mean for investors? 

Binance                                  ? 

 One of the world’s top cryptocurrency exchange platforms, Binance, was hit by a 

cyberattack on October 29 that led to the loss of assets valued at over $6 billion. 

                                                  , Binance,    29             इ        
   ,       6                                             

How did the Binance hack take place? 

Binance            आ? 

 On October 30, after independent crypto trackers posted warnings, Binance announced that it 
was aware of reports of a ―potential security issue,‖ but assured users that their funds were 
safe. 

30          ,                                                         Binance                 
―                   ‖                      ,                                         

                       
 Binance then moved to pause deposits and withdrawals, promising they would resume after 

the security checks were complete — ideally within 48 hours. 

इ        Binance        औ                औ                                    —           
48             —                                

 Deposits were later enabled again. 

                                       
 Hours later, Binance shared that the ―security incident‖ led to estimated losses totalling 

around $6.3 billion. 

             Binance             ―          ‖         6.3                                  
 Adding that it worked with industry partners and other blockchain companies in order to 

freeze the stolen assets, Binance announced that around $3 billion had been frozen on-chain. 

                                                                                औ      

                               , Binance                     3                         
                             

 Stablecoin companies Circle and Tether, which issue a more stable cryptocurrency pegged to 
the value of the U.S. dollar, said they froze assets linked to the hack. 

                                Circle औ  Tether                                                
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                                                                                       औ     
                            

 Tether‘s CEO reported that Tether froze more than 1.567 billion USDT, while Circle‘s CEO 
announced that the company had frozen more than 800 million USDC. 

Tether                                               1.567     USDT                    , 
     Circle                                                  800        USDC              

        
 However, these statements have alienated some customers who believe in a 100% 

decentralised crypto system, where corporate leaders do not get involved in recovering other 
companies‘ lost funds. 

       , इ                                ,                                                    —
                                                                                                

 Some crypto advocates, though, classified this as proof of the industry coming together to 
mitigate cybercrimes. 

       ,                     इ     इ                                                        

      
 According to Binance‘s initial investigation, the hack ―may involve a compromised DevOps 

engineer‘s laptop,‖ through which the attacker was able to access a service container and 
submit unauthorised withdrawal transactions. 

Binance                          ,        ―       DevOps इ                                  
                                 ‖; इ                                             औ  
                                

 Binance co-CEO Richard Teng defended the company‘s security protocols on social media. 

Binance      -                                                                            
           

 Mr. Teng stressed that the hack was a complex one, and that the attacker did not use a sole 
engineer‘s permissions or exploit a ―one-click‖ action. 

                                            औ                    इ                      
इ                   ,      ―  -    ‖                                       

 Binance later disclosed ―additional points of breach.‖ 

       Binance    ―                               ‖                 
 Binance said it found no evidence of any wallet private keys being leaked, and committed to 

sharing a detailed technical post-mortem once the facts were verified. 

Binance                                                                       औ           

                                                                
 Binance committed to covering the stolen funds through its Secure Asset Fund for Users 

(SAFU) and the corporate treasury. 

Binance                                          (SAFU) औ                                    

                            
 While $5 billion of the funds were already held in the exact token assets that were impacted, 

per the company, it is buying the remaining amount in token assets through market channels 
and OTC channels. 

               ,                    5                                ;                           
औ     - -       (OTC)                        

Who is behind the Binance hack? 

Binance                   ? 
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 The Binance hackers and their motives have not yet been confirmed. 

Binance               औ                                         
 However, multiple crypto hackers have the backing of hostile states, with North Korean 

hackers often targeting crypto exchanges as a way to get around economic sanctions. 

       ,                                                  ;                             

                                                         
 The 2024 multi-million-dollar WazirX exchange hack, for example, was attributed to the North 

Korean Lazarus Group. 

             , 2024    WazirX                                                            
Lazarus Group                  

 Binance did not initially name a perpetrator or accuse any individuals. 

         Binance                                  औ                                 
 However, blockchain analytics platform Chainalysis said it observed funds, which were stolen 

by North Korea in another exploit, commingling with funds stolen from Binance. 

       ,                     Chainalysis                                                

  इ                          , Binance                                       
 ―We have a high degree of confidence that DPRK is responsible for the $6.4 billion hack of 

Binance,‖ posted Chainalysis on X, attributing the attack to the TraderTraitor cybercrime 
group which has links to the Lazarus Group. 

Chainalysis    X        , ―    इ                               Binance    6.4             
                                 ‖      इ               TraderTraitor   इ                 
     ,       Lazarus Group              

 However, according to Chainalysis, the pattern of laundering the stolen assets suggested that 
the attackers were using automation to cover their tracks and loop funds through repeated 
addresses. 

       , Chainalysis          ,                                                              

                                     औ               -       -                         

                                    

What does this mean for the sector? 

                                 ? 

 Crypto hacks generally trigger widespread panic and anger; many traders know they are 
investing in a largely unregulated market and have few legal protections during a crisis. 

                                    औ                      ;                                   
                                           औ                                              
    

 This time, social media users reacted with anger over learning that a compromised employee 
laptop was part of the security lapse. 

इ     ,                                                                                     
                                                    

 The Binance hack rattled the crypto markets, with the Bitcoin, Ethereum‘s Ether, and 
Binance-linked BNB cryptocurrencies seeing noticeable but not drastic price drops. 

Binance                           ; Bitcoin, Ethereum    Ether औ  Binance         BNB 

                               ,                    ,            
 While Binance promised to weather the storm, it has already faced legal heat across 

jurisdictions. 
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     Binance                                 ,                                                    

                      
 Take the U.S. Treasury, which in 2023 announced historic settlements with the exchange 

over its failure to stop and report suspicious transactions with terrorists, ransomware 
attackers, money launderers, criminals, and users in Iran, North Korea, Syria, and the Crimea 
region of Ukraine. 

             , 2023                         इ                                            
                              ,                  ,                 ,                  , 

          ,        औ                                                                 औ       
                           

 Now, the fact that the world‘s largest crypto exchange was exploited for billions of dollars will 
undoubtedly complicate Binance‘s already contentious operations. 

  ,                                                                               Binance    
                                    औ                 
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02N11. Sivakasi: sparkling opportunities ahead 

       : आ              

 In Sivakasi, the fireworks manufacturing hub of India in southern Tamil Nadu, Deepavali is 
the busiest season of the year. 

                                                                                       

             
 As the sale of crackers picks up slowly, Sangeetha Kandavel travels to the dusty town to see 

how it has benefited from the industry that has sustained it and allowed it to grow 

                  -                ,                इ                            ,                 

               इ                  ,       इ                        औ  इ                  
           

 Every few seconds, a car or a large vehicle bearing a number plate from another State rolls 
down Thiruthangal Road in Virudhunagar district. 

                                                                                                 
           

 On either side, a riot of colourful posters screams out offers — ‘new fancy crackers’, 
‘peacock crackers’, ‘30 shot for ₹259’, ‘90% off’, ‘50% off’, ‘buy one, get one free’. 

           -                          -       ऑ            — ‘             ’, ‘              ’, 
‘₹259    30    ’, ‘90%    ’, ‘50%    ’, ‘        ,             ’  

 Inside cramped shops (along both sides of the road) adorned with product posters, 
salespersons are busy wooing customers entering town. 

                                           (              ),               आ                 
आ                       

 Here, the countdown to the festival of lights is not only about celebration, but also the 
biggest business opportunity for the region. 

                                                     ,                                      
            

 With relaxations allowing the manufacture of next-generation joined green crackers, this 
small town, nicknamed Kutty Japan (mini-Japan), a title given by India‘s first Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru, is witnessing a healthy demand this year. 

                                                                          ,             इ      
                    ,                                                         (          )    
             

 The Supreme Court passed an order on September 30 this year, conditionally permitting 
cracker units to make next-generation joined green crackers. 

                        30                                    इ  इ                        
                                        

 However, consumers may have to pay more, with cracker prices rising by 10%-20%, 

depending on the brand. 

                                                ,                                     10%-

20%            
 Manufacturers attribute the increase to higher raw material cost, partly driven by the impact 

of the war in Iran and the consequent crippling of sea trade. 

        इ                                  ई              ,                ई               
     औ                                                                 
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 Aluminium, which earlier cost ₹400 a kg, now sells for over ₹550 a kg, excluding taxes. 

          ,                 ₹400               ,                 ₹550                
                    

 Similarly, the price of potassium nitrate, another raw material, has increased from ₹80 to 
₹120 a kg. 

इ       ,                                         ₹80         ₹120                       
 The prices of many other chemicals and raw materials have also shot up. 

              औ                                       
 ―The fireworks industry has the potential to grow four-fold from its current size. 

―आ                             आ                                 
 And we are able to fulfil only 70% of the orders we receive. 

औ                                     70%                       
 We are now getting several enquiries from other countries, and there is demand for 

exports,‖ says Ganesan Panjurajan, president, Tamil Nadu Fireworks and Amorces 
Manufacturers’ Association (TANFAMA). 

                                          औ                   ,‖                             
                      (       )                                 

 ―Growth has been phenomenal and the demand in the market is good,‖ said a second-
generation entrepreneur, Balaji T.K., who is also the managing partner of Sree Balaji 
Fireworks Industries. 

―                     औ                       ,‖                              .  .       ,       
                                               

Workforce and automation 

       औ         

 One of the biggest challenges facing Sivakasi‘s fireworks industry is a shrinking workforce. 

                                                                                    
 As the younger generation moves out of the town in search of high-paying jobs and career 

opportunities, manufacturers are struggling to attract workers. 

                                    औ                                                     

                                                           
 ―From a young, even juvenile workforce in the fireworks industry, the average age of 

workers in the town and neighbouring regions has become around 50 years,‖ says P.C.A. 
Asaithambi, who heads Lord Fireworks, which commenced business in 1952. 

―                           औ                                     ,              औ  
                          औ   आ        50             ,‖   .  . .                ,    1952 

                                                   
 Low wages are a key deterrent, with workers saying they earn only ₹12,000 to ₹15,000 a 

month. 

                        औ                                       ₹12,000    ₹15,000           
 The industry is increasingly relying on migrant workers. 

                                                  
 But manufacturers are cautious about allowing them into production areas, fearing that they 

could learn the trade and take the skills back to their home States. 

                                                           ,                                  

      इ                                            
 They are engaged only in the packaging, loading, and unloading functions. 

                  ,             औ                                   
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 The industry is also facing growing competition from States such as West Bengal, Uttar 
Pradesh, and Maharashtra operating their own fireworks units. 

                    ,          औ                                                          

      ,                    इ  इ                       
 The fireworks industry has also been discussing mechanisation for the past two decades, 

but has made little progress. 

                                                             ,       इ                 

        
 While a handful of large manufacturers are investing in technology to modernise production, 

many smaller units remain reluctant to make the transition, arguing that employing labour is 
cheaper than investing in machinery. 

                               आ                                             ,              
इ  इ                                     ;                                                
                              

 ―We have obtained approval to mechanise certain processes, including chorsacracker 
manufacturing, pellet making, and sparkler dipping. 

―                                                ,                            ,           
औ                                       

 About 25% of our processes have been mechanised,‖ says Mr. Ganesan. 

           25%                               ,‖                   

Future of fireworks 

आ                 भ     

 The fireworks industry is now exploring opportunities in defence manufacturing, though the 

diversification is not entirely new. 

                                                  ,                                        
    

 A handful of companies in Sivakasi have ventured into this sector, with others looking to 
follow suit. 

                        इ                         औ                                    
 ―We are evaluating opportunities to supply products to defence organisations. 

―                           आ                                           
 We are exploring eight product categories, including marine distress flares (for 

emergency signalling at sea), handheld signal flares (for visual communication and 
emergency identification), anti-bird airfield pyrotechnic devices (for bird dispersal at 
airfields), and training and simulation pyrotechnics (for military training exercises),‖ Mr. 

Ganesan says. 

   आ                                  ,                              (                  

                 ),                                   (          औ                        ), 

   ई                  भ          आ               (                          -          
      )           औ                आ               (                        ) 

        ,‖                   
 Tamil Nadu Industries Minister S. Keerthana, who also represents the Sivakasi Assembly 

constituency, has been talking about bringing in a dedicated policy framework for the 
industry. 

                         .       ,                  भ                             ,       
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 She has also proposed a ‘Sivakasi Pyrotechnics Common Facility Centre’ (SPCFC) to 

modernise the sector and strengthen its global competitiveness. 

       इ                    औ  इ                                              ‘        
                               ’ (          )                     

 ―This is for facilitating the firecracker industries to improve their products, safety, 
traceability, and research and development, among others, and also to move up to the 

next ladder of 

―इ                                          -               ,      ,                       
         औ                                          औ                                     
  … 

 value chain, such as exports and supplying to the defence and space sectors,‖ the Minister 

said. 

           , ―          ,             औ                                     ‖ 
 ―Sivakasi‘s opportunity in the space sector is not to manufacture rockets, rocket motors, 

propellant grains, or launch vehicles. 

―                                       ,           ,                                          
 It is to become India‘s qualified supplier base for energetic devices and pyrotechnic 

subsystems used in launch, spaceport and range operations — the igniters, initiators, 

separation devices, flight-termination ordnance, signalling and range-safety pyrotechnics, and 
energetic activation components that every launch campaign consumes but no fireworks 
cluster has yet been organised to supply at qualified standards,‖ she explained. 

             , ―             ,                  औ                                       
                    औ  आ              आ                    भ            आ          
आ              —           ,      ,              ,                              

        ,            औ                                                      ऊ             

   ,                                          ,                                      इ    
                                                                         ‖ 

 ―People should know that the crackers that light up the skies are made by the women in 
Sivakasi. 

―                                                                                          
    

 We want to bring in policy changes and create a digital ecosystem, as manufacturers still 

have to apply for licences offline. 

                     औ                                          ,                       

     इ           ऑ   इ                      
 There are several aspects that we need to discuss with the Centre, and we are in talks with 

them,‖ she says. 

          , ―                                                   , औ                            
   ‖ 

Economy of fireworks hub 

आ                         

 Over the past decade, Sivakasi’s fireworks entrepreneurs have quietly reinvented 

themselves. 

                           आ                                                            
 For many, fireworks, once the mainstay of their businesses, are now just one among several 

ventures. 
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                          ,                                    ,                   

                        
 Families that started their journey in the industry more than 50 years ago have diversified into 

education, packaging, printing, energy, FMCG, and mining. 

इ           50        भ                                                       ,         , 

    ,     ,                  भ            (FMCG) औ                                   
                   

 Some have expanded beyond Sivakasi into neighbouring districts, establishing information 
technology companies and startups. 

                                                                                     औ  

                       
 The town‘s business story is no longer just about crackers; it is about entrepreneurs learning 

to move beyond them. 

इ                                                       ;                             
                   

 A professor at Mepco Schlenk Engineering College, Sivakasi, who has been tracking 
business houses in the district, says the third and fourth generations of business families 

are increasingly moving abroad for higher education and career opportunities, with many 
showing little interest in taking over the fireworks businesses. 

                                                                                  ,         
                                                      औ                        औ           
                                    , औ                                                    

                 
 When the fireworks industry took root a century ago, entrepreneurs bought land in Sivakasi 

for just a few hundred rupees. 

                                               ,                                      
                       

 Today, those investments have multiplied in value, with land prices soaring to several crores 
of rupees per acre. 

                                       औ                                              

       
 The case in Virudhunagar is also similar. 

                                
 ―A few business houses here are also foraying into the real estate sector now,‖ says a real 

estate agent at Sivakasi. 

                                        , ―                                                 
                  ‖ 

 Consumer spending and purchasing power in Sivakasi have also been rising. 

             भ         औ                        
 The town today hosts showrooms of leading automobile brands, including electric vehicle 

manufacturers, while branded retail stores and lifestyle outlets are steadily expanding their 

presence, reflecting changing consumption patterns and growing aspirations. 

   इ                                                                     ,                   
     औ                                                                       ,             
           औ                              

Uneven development 
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 But Sivakasi‘s story of prosperity and expanding businesses has another side. 

                        औ                                               
 In the villages surrounding the town, families dependent on small cottage industries and 

smaller fireworks units continue to struggle to make ends meet. 

                                           औ       आ                                     
                                                      

 The contrast is stark: while the town‘s business houses diversify and consumer aspirations 
rise, children at some government schools still lack basic necessities such as clothes, 
shoes, and schoolbags. 

               :                                                                 औ  
                               ,                                                   ,      औ  

                       आ                     
 Women continue to shoulder the burden of earning for their families, working in fireworks 

units. 

        आ                                                                              
            

 ―Small fireworks units pay only ₹500 a day, and when it rains, we have no work,‖ says 

Kumaran, whose wife works in a fireworks unit. 

      ,                        इ                  ,        , ―              इ  इ         

₹500               , औ                  ,                                ‖ 
 ―We need better jobs,‖ he adds. 

              , ―                         ‖ 

Ball park estimate 

    -            

 Fireworks manufacturers in Sivakasi have traditionally maintained a tight lid on their 
production figures, revenues, and profitability, rarely disclosing these details publicly. 

                                                               आ    ,       औ    भ     
                       औ  इ                                                      

 The annual market size details are released by TANFAMA, the industry association. 

                                        TANFAMA                          
 These data again are a ballpark estimate. 

                   -                   
 TANFAMA members include 92 groups of companies covering 420 unit factories (each 

group will have multiple units). 

TANFAMA                        92              ,              420                 आ      
(                 इ  इ           )  

 There are other bodies such as the Sivakasi Fireworks Manufacturers Association 
(SIFMA). 

                                       (SIFMA)                       
 The fireworks industry is estimated to have a market size of ₹7,000 crore. 

                                         ₹7,000          
 Of this sum, the manufacturing segment accounts for a turnover of around ₹2,000 crore, 

with the value increasing as the products move through the wholesale, semi-wholesale, and 
retail channels, Mr. Ganesan clarifies. 

                         इ                                       ₹2,000         औ            
   ,    -                                                                
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 For Sivakasi, the road ahead is not merely about lighting up the skies every Deepavali, but 
transforming itself into a modern, diversified, and globally competitive industrial hub. 

                                                                                  ,      

           आ     ,           औ                        औ                           
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02N11 Hell chicken: a fruity dino 

‘            ’:                       

 
 

02N11. Hell chicken: a fruity dino 

‘            ’:              
         

 Flowering plants evolved during 
the Cretaceous period (145-66 million 
years ago) and radically changed 
terrestrial ecosystems. 

                                  (145-

66                )        औ         
                                      

      
 Did this affect the dinosaurs as 

well? 

    इ                           ? 

 A new study in Nature 
Communications has answered in the 
affirmative, based on a small, bird-like 
dinosaur from the Hell Creek Formation in 
North America that its authors found. 

                                 

         इ                      ;           
                                          

    ,    -                           
 The species is a previously 

unknown member of the caenagnathids 
— toothless theropod dinosaurs belonging to the oviraptorosaurs. 

                                         —       -                                     

            
 The fossil described in the study, dubbed Infernogallus jamesi, had a nearly complete skull. 

                     ,      Infernogallus jamesi             ,                        
 The team estimated the animal was an adult when it died and weighed around 12 kg. 

                                                      औ  इ             12         
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 ‗Infernogallus‘ means ‗hell chicken‘. 

‗Infernogallus‘        ‗            ‘     
 CT scans and reconstructions of the jaw muscles revealed an unusual feeding apparatus. 

CT      औ                                                 भ   -                       
 Unlike most non-avian theropods, whose jaws moved up and down, I. jamesi could slide its 

lower jaw forwards and backwards by up to 1.5 cm. 

           -                    ऊ  -            ,      I. jamesi                 1.5          

      -                    
 Its jaw muscles also seemed to favour this motion rather than developing a strong downward 

bite. 

                                                            इ                           
 As a result, the team figured that tough, fibrous vegetation or hard seeds couldn‘t have been 

an important part of the I. jamesi diet. 

इ                                         ,                           I. jamesi            
                              

 Instead, the researchers found the closest likeness in its jaw‘s motion to be among the 
Pesquet‘s parrots in New Guinea, which strip fruit pulp from seeds and chew the soft flesh in 
its mouth. 

इ        ,                                                                              
    ,                                   औ                                        

 Thus, they have hypothesised I. jamesi ate lots of fleshy fruits and other soft plant tissues. 

इ    ,                          I. jamesi            औ                                       
         

 Prior research has found that the caenagnathids originated shortly after flowering plants 
began producing fruits, and their more elaborate feeding adaptations broadly coincided with 
when the fruits became bigger and more diverse. 

                                                                                             
        ;                                                                          

       औ                       

 
 
 
 

PCS Special:    02 November 2026 

02N11 TVK-led government observes November 1 as Tamil Nadu Day 

                               1                              
02N11 Sindhu, Lakshya make it a double delight for India 

      औ         भ           ई            
 

 
A performer breathes out a plume of flames during an act 
in Chennai on Sunday to mark ‗Tamil Nadu Day‘. 
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02N11.  TVK-led government observes 
November 1 as Tamil Nadu Day 

                               1                   
           

 The Tamil Nadu government on Sunday celebrated 
Tamil Nadu Day, with Governor Rajendra Vishwanath 

Arlekar and Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay extending their 
greetings. 

                                                         

                    औ             .               इ  

                        
 Mr. Vijay said the State‘s unique features and 

historical greatness should be celebrated on the day it was 
formed on linguistic lines. 

                                                        

  ,                         औ                        

                  
 In a social media message, he said the history of 

those who fought for the merger of Tamil-speaking areas 
with Tamil Nadu and protected the Tamil language would 
serve as a guide for Tamil unity and the protection of its 
rights. 

                                                             
                 औ                                     
        इ                औ                             

                
 ―Let us pledge to protect the art and culture of 

Tamils and make Mother Tamil proud,‖ he said. 

          , ― इ ,              औ                          
                                        ‖ 

 In Chennai, the government organised various folk 
and cultural events at public places to celebrate the day. 

                  इ                                              औ                   

            
 Besides, several Ministers, including Minister for Tamil Development Rajmohan, participated 

in an official function to mark the day. 

इ         ,                                           इ                             

                             
 Mr. Arlekar organised a function at Lok Bhavan to mark the occasion. 

            इ                                            

DMK takes exception 

             ई आ    

 However, the DMK, the Principal Opposition party, took exception to the celebrations, 
contending that Tamil Nadu Day fell on July 18, while November 1 marked the reorganisation 
of States on linguistic lines and was an occasion to remember the martyrs who fought for the 
merger of Tamil-speaking areas with Tamil Nadu. 
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       ,                         इ                                                      

18                       ,      1                                                औ       

                                                                                   
 In a statement, the DMK headquarters said November 1 was certainly a day deserving of 

celebration, but it could not be celebrated as Tamil Nadu Day. 

                                    1                                      ,       इ   
                                           

 ―These boundary struggles were not merely about territory. 

―                                                     
 They were struggles for linguistic rights, identity and the will of the people. 

                ,       औ    -इ                     
 November 1 is a historically significant day to remember with gratitude those who laid down 

their lives, went to prison, and dedicated their lives to these struggles. 

1                              ,                                                      इ  

                     ,        औ                         
 It is the day to commemorate the martyrs of the boundary movements,‖ it said. 

                                               ,‖                  
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02N11. Sindhu, Lakshya make it a double delight for India 

      औ         भ           ई            

 Double Olympic medallist P.V. Sindhu and Lakshya Sen made it a double delight for India, 
claiming the women‘s and men‘s singles titles with straight-game victories in the finals of the 
Hylo Open Super 500 badminton tournament here on Sunday. 

                              .  .       औ                                                     
       इ            500                        इ                                    औ       

                        

Precision and control 

       औ         

 Former World champion Sindhu, who won the Japan Open in July and finished runner-up at 
the French Open last week, displayed excellent control and precision in her strokeplay to 
register a commanding 21-12, 21-14 win over eighth seed and world No. 25 Line Hojmark 
Kjaersfeldt of Denmark in a final which lasted 39 minutes. 

                                                     औ                                      
                                                     औ                                     
            औ          25             इ                       21-12, 21-14             इ   

39              
 Later, Lakshya outwitted Jonatan Christie of Indonesia 21-17, 21-10. 

इ               इ                             21-17, 21-10            
 ―It was important for me to give my 100% irrespective of who the opponent was. 

            , ―                                          ,         100%      
 We‘ve played a lot of times and for me it was important that I focus on every point. 

                      औ                                              
 It‘s just not about the whole game, but every point mattered to me. 

                              ,                          
 I took the lead from the beginning and didn‘t give her a chance,‖ Sindhu said. 

                            औ                        ,‖               
 With the win, the World No. 8 Sindhu earned 9,200 ranking points to strengthen her bid for a 

place in the season-ending World Tour Finals. 

इ                                       9,200                      औ                           
                                                        

 ―This gives me a lot of boost, a lot of confidence. 

―इ              ऊ    औ                     
 I‘m happy that things are going according to plan. 

                                                
 I‘m very grateful and thankful to my whole team. 

                                    
 Everyone has worked really hard. 

                       
 ―I know there were days when you‘re absolutely low, but still your team is there to pump you 

up. 

―                                                              ,                           
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 It‘s been an amazing week and I think it‘s time to go back and celebrate now. 

                       औ                                                    
 It has been an amazing two weeks,‖ she said. 

                         ,‖             
 Lakshya, who won the Australian Open and reached the finals at Hong Kong Open in 2025, 

came into the final with a 3-4 head-to-head record against Christie. 

2025    ऑ                  औ                    इ                                   
          -                           3-4     

 He made a strong start and remained in control. 

                      औ                                   
 ―It has been quite some time since I won a tournament, so it feels good. 

―                                                     , इ                        
 Couple of first-round losses affect you but the way I played here gave me a lot of confidence,‖ 

he said. 

                                             ,                             ,                

              ,‖             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


