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Ajay Seth appointed
as IRDAI chairman

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Former Finance and Eco-
nomic Affairs Secretary
Ajay Seth was appointed as
the Chairman of the Insu-
rance Regulatory and De-
velopment Authority of In-
dia (IRDAI) for a three-year
term on Thursday.

He will succeed Debas-
ish Panda, also a former
IAS officer. Mr. Panda’s
three-year term ended in
March and ever since the
post at IRDAI had re-
mained vacant.

Mr. Seth, a 1987-batch
Karnataka cadre IAS offic-
er, retired as the Union Fi-
nance Secretary in June.

Ajay Seth appointed as IRDAI chairman
3STT ¥S &I IRDAI BT AeAe fgert fovar

Appointment of IRDAI Chairman
IRDAI 3¢ 3 fgfaa

e Former Finance and Economic Affairs Secretary Ajay Seth was appointed as the
Chairman of the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India
(IRDAI) for a three-year term on Thursday.

Ud faxt ofR e Al & Tfed srerg We & ST fAamme ok fasry miftreor
(IRDAI) &1 9 I8 & HRIBTA & (oT THAR &1 3regef Fged foam |
 He will succeed Debasish Panda, also a former IAS officer.

J% SaTRITY UTST &1 RITF ¥, O T Ud IAS SifUeRY off €1

e Mr. Panda’s three-year term ended in March and ever since the post at IRDAI had
remained vacant.

oft UTST BT 9 AT T FRIBTA AT & FHTW 1 77 UT 3R d9 I IRDAI BT U WTeil
T

e Mr. Seth, a 1987-batch Karnataka cadre IAS officer, retired as the Union Finance
Secretary in June.

it 43, 1987 I P Plcd He P IAS JTUPR! B, e o7 # Hety faw kg &
U § JarfAgh o
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Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India
(IRDAI)

e The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) is a
statutory body formed under the Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority Act, 1999.

e [RDAI became operational in April 2000, headquartered in Hyderabad,
Telangana.

e [t functions as the regulator of the insurance industry in India to ensure fair
practices, protect policyholders, and promote healthy competition.

e Before 1999, the insurance sector in India was largely dominated by state-owned
entities like LIC (Life Insurance Corporation of India) and GIC (General
Insurance Corporation of India).

e Based on the Malhotra Committee Report (1994), the insurance sector was
opened to private players, and the IRDAI was established to regulate this
liberalized sector.
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Humpy ousts Lei,
sets up all-Indian
ﬁnal agalnst Divya

Top moves: Humpy held her nerve in the tie-breaks against Tingjie
to make it to the summit clash. FIDE

CHESS WORLD CUP

Press Trust of India
BATUMI
Grandmaster Koneru

Humpy held her nerve to
score a come-from-behind
victory over China’s Lei
Tingjie in the tiebreaker to
set up an all-Indian summit
clash against Divya Desh-

mukh at the FIDE Women’s
World Cup here on
Thursday.

Humpy will clash with
Divya in the final starting
after a day’s rest starting
on Saturday. With Humpy
winning, both she and Di-
vya have now qualified for
the Women’s candidates’
tournament next year.

Having drawn the first
two games in the normal
time control, Humpy had
to settle for another 1-1
draw in the tiebreaker that
comprised two games with
15 minutes time control.

After two draws, Humpy
had to really work hard in
the next set of tie-break
games that had 10 minutes
for both players with
another increment. She
lost the first game. It was a
win on demand wherein
Humpy dominated the
next game. The queen
pawn opening was good
enough as the Indian was
in command right from the
word go.

Humpy won with her
superior technique and al-
so her absolute determina-
tion to turn the tide in her
favour from any given
position.

In the third set of tie-
break games, Humpy drew
white in the first game and
crushed Lei in all depart-
ments. Winning this game
meant just a draw was
needed for her to enter the
final and in the return
game Humpy was at her
technical best to win again.

¢ She lost the first game.

3I51- Ugen A9 gR fea

e It was a win on demand wherein Humpy dominated the next game.

Tg U o) ofta off forad gt 3 erTet 9 # ¢t ave | gagar 9|

Humpy ousts Lei, sets up all-Indian
final against Divya

gl A @8 @l gwr, fan & faarw
e URTT gahTaar aa

Grandmaster Koneru Humpy’s Victory and All-Indian
Final at FIDE Women’s World Cup

YRS BT U B ofid 3R wrge afear Ay
Y H 3fTd-3fea wrgaa

o Grandmaster Koneru Humpy held her nerve to
score a come-from-behind victory over China’s Lei
Tingjie in the tiebreaker to set up an all-Indian summit
clash against Divya Deshmukh at the FIDE Women’s
World Cup here on Thursday.

YRR SIA% g A o ) §TE 3T 3R
o P A5 el & AT erdae d i 9 aroedt
R it g1 &Y, o wigs wfgan Ay su d
ToaR ! fooar 3y & o Sifa-sfeaa wEaa
dg gsl

. Humpy will clash with Divya in the final starting
after a day’s rest starting on Saturday.

TN AR A RE5H ad T e & fagm » a1
rsHd | feaar I st

. With Humpy winning, both she and Divya have now
qualified for the Women’s Candidates’ Tournament
next year.

gUI & Sila & 1Y, 3fa gt ofR feaam =t 3 orrad
A & Afgen dfssed gatde & forg awaan gia
PR A G

. Having drawn the first two games in the normal
time control, Humpy had to settle for another 1-1 draw in
the tiebreaker that comprised two games with 15 minutes
time control.

AT e g F gd & AT g eR & a1g, g 3
15 e & ersH Heia 91d gl ATl & TP A U
3R 1-1 $T ¥ FAN BT IST|

o After two draws, Humpy had to really work hard in
the next set of tie-break games that had 10 minutes for
both players with another increment.

& 31 d1g, TUI DI 3T STaPR He U STwt Ag-d
H g, forad i faenfsat &t 10-10 fiFe &1
AT 3R T sifafved Q'@ (increment) al TIEF At
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e The queen pawn opening was good enough as the Indian was in command right from the
word go.
DI U AT St T=Iad a1 o YR Raems! reaima A g fizror 7 off |

e Humpy won with her superior technique and also her absolute determination to turn the
tide in her favour from any given position.

B A SO IER APHIP SR fed Hped & Ty el f Rufa & areft 3t 3ot g
# gefed # ghadi US|

o In the third set of tiebreak games, Humpy drew white in the first game and crushed Lei in
all departments.

é‘ﬁaﬁ%?ﬂﬂ%ﬁtﬁéﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂwﬁmﬁﬁ@aaﬁ?ﬁéﬁmmﬁm
|

e Winning this game meant just a draw was needed for her to enter the final and in the
return game Humpy was at her technical best to win again.

U W &I a1 aad 4T b Breaa | UgeH & Al 3¢ o3 TP SI @t oreevd o,
3R AToAY & T 7 §R 7 U qataw deie foard gu fhr I offd oSl |

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Meghalaya High Court seeks response on challenge to
matrilineal Khasi Lineage Act

AYTad 3 A/Ted A AIgaRig @RIt 921 ifef=ay &1

A UR SaTd |
2. Should India relax its adoption procedures?

T HRT B 31 g A1 o1 ufparsi A e ¢ wfew?
3. Decoding ECI’s Counter Affidavit on SIR
TH3ATS SR R YR Fafa ma & Yok gaw-H &t

AT
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Meghalaya High Court seeks response on
challenge to matrilineal Khasi Lineage Act

GUWAHATI

A law that restricts the is-
suance of Scheduled Tribe
(ST) certificates to indivi-
duals who adopt their fath-
er’s or husband’s surname
has come under judicial
scrutiny in matrilineal
Meghalaya.

On Wednesday, the High
Court of Meghalaya sought
a response from the State’s
Advocate General to a peti-
tion challenging certain
provisions of the Khasi Hills
Autonomous District (Khasi
Social Custom of Lineage)
Act, 1997, which aims to
preserve the matrilineal
structure of the Khasi
community.

The public interest litiga-
tion was filed by Syngkhong
Rymphei Thymmai, a
group advocating reforms
and a shift from the matrili-

The petmon was flled by a group seekmg reforms and a shrft from
the traditional matrilineal to a patrilineal system. FILE PHOTO

neal to a patrilineal system.
The group has questioned
the legal validity of restric-
tions imposed under the
Act.

The petition refers to an
official letter issued by the
State’s Social Welfare De-
partment on July 21, 2020,
to the Deputy Commission-
ers of East and West Khasi
Hills districts. The letter

clarified that the Lineage
Act did not prevent indivi-
duals from adopting sur-
names from either parent
and permitted non-Khasi
women to adopt their hus-
band’s surname.

‘Letter withdrawn’

However, the department
subsequently withdrew the
letter on May 21, 2024. Fol-

lowing this, authorities al-
legedly began denying ST
certificates to Khasi indivi-
duals who used their fath-
er’s or husband’s surname.

The group contended
that surname preference
should not form the basis
for denying an ST certifi-
cate, provided the appli-
cant met the bloodline and
lineage criteria under the
Act, as amended in 2023.

“We do not think, at this
stage, that for the disposal
of the public interest litiga-
tion, affidavits are required.
If affidavits are required at a
later stage, we shall call for
them, but in the interest of
the Khasi community at
large, this issue should be
resolved as expeditiously as
possible,” an order by a Di-
vision Bench comprising
Chief Justice Indra Prasan-
na Mukerji and Justice Wan-
lura Diengdoh read.

Meghalaya High Court seeks response on challenge to
matrilineal Khasi Lineage Act
AYTad 3 AMed A GG @RIt a%1 i &1
A UR Sa1d Hi

e Alaw that restricts the issuance of Scheduled Tribe (ST) certificates to individuals

who adopt their father’s or husband’s surname has come under judicial scrutiny
in matrilineal Meghalaya.

T HI ol 39 Afaadl Bl ST (TS THTUUS SR H3A IR AP
T & S 3= e a7 ufd &1 SuATH SUA1d €, ATqETes veTad 3 il Siw
F SR TR

e On Wednesday, the High Court of Meghalaya sought a response from the State’s
Advocate General to a petition challenging certain provisions of the Khasi Hills
Autonomous District (Khasi Social Custom of Lineage) Act, 1997, which aims to
preserve the matrilineal structure of the Khasi community.

FUIR &, NETAY 3= <ATATAd 3 I F gIaadT 9 ufafesar Arft § Ue arfadh!
IR forod @i fee Taraw forem (@R arfore a1 W) siff=ad, 1997 & o8
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W%ﬂ:%ffaﬁifﬁ?ﬂiﬁi'fé%, T I Wit GYGR Bt HIGETED HaHT DI ST
RECE IR

The public interest litigation was filed by Syngkhong Rymphei Thymmai, a group
advocating reforms and a shift from the matrilineal to a patrilineal system.

Tg SR grfeet RiTraT frgs R gr1 omR ot 718 off, S U 99E § o gURY
3R AT | FgEareTs yomel & 3R Igard &1 dhTad Bl &

The group has questioned the legal validity of restrictions imposed under the Act.
g 7 g9 & dgd T T ufaee &t ST dedr R Hard SordT g

The petition refers to an official letter issued by the State’s Social Welfare
Department on July 21, 2020, to the Deputy Commissioners of East and West
Khasi Hills districts.

Tt o 21 AT 2020 ) Y & TS Hedror faunT gRT gdf 3w ufddht
T fee el & Surgeal &1 SR U w1 U &1 I fovam a1 ]

The letter clarified that the Lineage Act did not prevent individuals from adopting
surnames from either parent and permitted non-Khasi women to adopt their
husband’s surname.

U= § T oo e ot fos = uRuRT siftrferaw foedt oft safa ol fopedt off srftrurae
BT IUATH T I 81 APl § SR TR-@t Afgarsii & = ufd &1 3u=my
3T Bt SrFHfA ST |

‘Letter withdrawn’

U7 qrqy ferar v

However, the department subsequently withdrew the letter on May 21, 2024.
Following this, authorities allegedly began denying ST certificates to Khasi
individuals who used their father’s or husband’s surname.

BIaifh, [aUTT = 1e & 21 A 2024 $I Ig U7 a19™ & foran| 9 a1, i1l =
HIYT IR TR 37 TRN ATl &I TS YHIUIT 31 J SAPR HIAT IRE B &1
g1 firam ar ufer &1 U= (U= o1l

The group contended that surname preference should not form the basis for
denying an ST certificate, provided the applicant met the bloodline and lineage
criteria under the Act, as amended in 2023.

g 7 d% fear fr U= @) urufirerdt ! THE THI0TT | SAPR B 61 TR
T8t ST IR, 9 O o Sildad 2023 B wRifa R & agd J9d 9y 3R
I B T R HRAT B0

“We do not think, at this stage, that for the disposal of the public interest litigation,
affidavits are required. If affidavits are required at a later stage, we shall call for
them, but in the interest of the Khasi community at large, this issue should be
resolved as expeditiously as possible,” an order by a Division Bench comprising
Chief Justice Indra Prasanna Mukerji and Justice Wanlura Diengdoh read.

“§H Y IRU1 H g1 A b 9 SHfed ATradl & (U o ol geaw-THl Bt
Tl | TfE d1g H I S_evd US!, dl §H AN B4, Afp- TRt THe™ &
I® {d 1, 39 e, &1 guraHa iy Jarur= faarn s aifge,” a8 Siex g1
AT 3% YA ol 3R AR aFeRT fSURTEIE & Wsdls gR faar |
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PARLEY I

y analysing data from the Central
Adoption Resource Authority (CARA),
The Hindu data team recently found
that for every child free for adoption
in India, 13 parents wait in line. The Supreme
Court has directed CARA to take measures to
streamline and expedite the adoption process.
Should India relax its adoption procedure?
Aloma Lobo and Smriti Gupta discuss the
question in a conversation moderated by
Priscilla Jebaraj. Edited excerpts:

Many people believe that CARA’s strict
requirements and lengthy procedures for
adoptive parents are responsible for the long
waiting period for a child. Is this true?

Smiriti Gupta: No, procedures are not the
reason for these delays. The delays stem mostly
from the fact that the number of people waiting
to adopt a child is higher than the number of
children who are legally free for adoption. There
are children with special needs and older
children who could be adopted immediately.
But a majority of people wait to adopt a young
child in the ‘normal health’ category. Most of the
delay is the waiting time to be matched (with a
child), so changing procedures is not going to do
anything to solve the problem of delays.

Aloma Lobo: In the past, we could place
children (up for adoption) almost immediately
because there were very few parents (willing to
adopt). The procedures are necessary. The
checks and balances ensure that we don’t have
trafficking and improper placements. There
have been cases filed in several parts of the
world by children who were placed illegally, and
we don’t want that to happen here.

Apart from the procedures that parents must
follow, there are also procedures involved in
bringing children into the adoption pool. Are
there ways to speed up this process?

SG: Only children in adoption agencies get
evaluated for potential adoptability. I think
children in child shelters should also be
evaluated. Many children in these shelters, who
were abandoned and orphaned, have been there
for years and they could be brought into the
legal adoption pool. Or at least, their cases
should be looked at. This is not being done —
because of apathy, lack of training, or lack of
resources. That is where our focus needs to be —
to bring eligible children into the legal adoption
pool at each district level.

Our NGO works with the approval of the State
Women and Child Development Department.

Sisters who lost their parents during the Covid-19 pandemic play with their
toys in Bhopal. arp

When we approach these shelters, our first step
is to digitise the data of all the children. Using
our own open-source software, we have 22
categories, so we can analyse whether a child
should continue to be in the shelter or should be
brought into the legal adoption pool. We collect
data on whether the child was abandoned. On
whether the child has parents — and if yes, why
the child is there. There are six reasons why a
child could be in a shelter. So, we digitise all the
data and then the system flags, let’s say, 30 out
0f 100 children. Then our social workers work
on those cases on a case-by-case basis, study the
files, complete due diligence, and do the
paperwork for those identified as potentially
adoptable. Then the child is presented to the
Child Welfare Committee of the district, which
decides whether the child should be declared
legally free for adoption or not.

The 2020 World Orphan Report estimated
that there are 3.1 crore children in India who
are orphans. We all see children on the
streets. Should all these children be available
for adoption? Why are there only 2,000-odd
children in CARA’s pool?

AL: The word ‘orphan’ is often loosely used.
Many of these children have families. Or if they
don’t have parents, but may have extended
families. Most of the children who come into the
adoption stream as babies are those who were
relinquished by unwed mothers or because they
are girl children; they were not abandoned.

There are children everywhere on the streets.
But are they all orphans? Or are they just
children with families roaming the streets? Are
they truly free for adoption? We need to evaluate
that. There are also cases coming to light in
several countries of children illegally taken away
from their mothers or parents. The parents were
told the children had disappeared or died

The checks and balances ensure that we
don’t have trafficking and improper
placements. There have been cases filed in
several parts of the world by children who
were placed illegally, and we don't want that
to happen here.

ALOMA LOBO

whereas in reality they were given for adoption.

SG: To put it crudely, there cannot be that many
parents who have passed away, to say there are
millions of orphans. So what we are essentially
saying is that there are that many parents who
are not raising their children on a day-to-day
basis. They have abandoned their children, or
they have put their children in shelters, or they
have relinquished them. And those children do
need a second family, a permanent home. We
need to examine the status of all these children.
Are they being raised in a safe environment
where they are wanted? And if not, what is the
next step for them?

There have been multiple exposés of
international adoption abuse. There is an
acknowledgement that such abuse arose
partly due to high ‘demand’ by adoptive
parents, leading to the trafficking of children
to ensure adequate ‘supply’. What
safeguards do we need to ensure that
children are not treated as commaodities in a
‘demand-supply’ situation, leading to
trafficking?

SG: That is where the procedures come into
play, and should not be relaxed. The checks and
balances are needed for parents to make sure
that people who are adopting children are
prepared for it; that they are doing it for the
right reasons. And they are needed for children
so that only truly eligible children are brought
into the legal adoption pool. There has been a
lot of improvement over the last few years.

On the demand-supply concept: we work with
shelters where children tend to be more than 6
years old. The age group you are talking about
comprises babies and very young children. And
in that case, we do hear of a grey area or black
market. Children are not coming into adoption
agencies and are not being placed for adoption.
They are just being given away. So I would say
the bigger risk is, they are not coming into the
legal adoption system. I think that is where the
trouble is. What you want to do for them —
whether they are babies, 10 years old, or 15
years old — is to route them through the legal

Should India relax its adoption procedures?

T HRA DI 3T T o Dt Ufsbaradi | St ¢t arige?

e By analysing data from the Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA), The
Hindu data team recently found that for every child free for adoption in India, 13
parents wait in line.

FEY TP TSV T WIFIHRUT (CARA) & ST BT fARANUl 9p, ¢ fig Ser i A
BT &1 § Ul foh UIRd § 81 ¢ & iU Iuas’] 9= R 13 ATAI-fUdr Har | udhier

Hd g

Should India relax its adoption procedures?

adoption pool. That is how you avoid all this.

AL: An important factor to remember is that we
are finding a family for a child, not a child for a
family. We need to go through these checks and
balances in the best interest of the child, for the
child’s safety and secure placement. The fact is
that children can be trafficked easily from
nursing homes and hospitals; it happens quite a
bit.

This idea that there are very few adoptable
children in the CARA system also largely
comes down to need for babies. There are
many children waiting for families who are
over the age of six, as well as children who
have special needs. What needs to be done to
increase their adoption rates?

AL: I think the worst repercussions come for
children who have special needs. I've done
many placements of children with special needs.
1 have a child with special needs. And I find that
the quicker a child with special needs is placed,
the better the child is. But there is a list called
the immediate placement list, which I frown
upon. There are parents who say, we can’t wait
3-5 years for a baby, so we will take a child from
the immediate placement list. And they take a
child with special needs and they are not
prepared for it. They don’t understand that a
child with special needs is a long-term
commitment. And they simply return these
children. So we must just stop and pause over
here and think, should we really place them as
“fast” as possible or should we really be
child-centric here and be a little careful?

SG: From the time that 1 adopted a decade ago, I
see a change in parents. 1 do see more children
with special needs being adopted, more older
children being adopted. But parents need more
training and counseling. In international
adoption, the agencies conduct a formal training
that the prospective parents have to go through.
We don’t have an equivalent mandatory training
for domestic adoptions here.

AL: The most important thing is to find out is
the motivation to adopt. In the past, we did have
several sessions of group counseling and
individual counseling. But that is gone. Many of
the home studies are like intake forms, which
are not really adequate. If you compare them to
foreign home studies, they are quite different.

i
T
To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com

e The Supreme Court has directed CARA to take measures to streamline and
expedite the adoption process.

éﬁhﬁéﬁCAmﬁmmﬁwsﬁ?%ﬁwﬁ%mﬁwﬁ%ﬂ%m
|

Are CARA’s procedures responsible for delays?

T CARA &1 ufehart 38 & fere fomier 82
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o Smriti Gupta: No, procedures are not the reason for these delays.
wfar et 781, ufshand 37 4 & i forier 78 § |

e The delays stem mostly from the fact that the number of people waiting to adopt a
child is higher than the number of children who are legally free for adoption.
3 BT T BRUTTE § [ g0 A & 559 ANl P S-AT 37 5= ] G
AP § O BT & A g0 & g Suas |

e There are children with special needs and older children who could be adopted
immediately.
Fo faRiy srazgdarsi ara 3R 8 9= W § o8 i gud foran off Iavan g

o But a majority of people wait to adopt a young child in the ‘normal health’
category.

AT TSI AT AT WA D1 JUTt T HH I & Tl bl gadh o DI Yhlal
FRA I

e Most of the delay is the waiting time to be matched, so changing procedures is not
going to solve the problem.

BT & I A Al @R B U D1 o6 A 8, 3T Ufsharsfi 1 s 39

T HT GHIYUT 81 5|

e« Aloma Lobo: In the past, we could place children almost immediately because
there were very few parents willing to adopt.
AT FI9l: U8d, §H S & eRTHIT gd Gad ¢ Idhd U Hifdh gad a1 ard Jrdl-
EGIEEGERI

e« The procedures are necessary. The checks and balances ensure that we don’t
have trafficking and improper placements.

3 UfohaTd STa=a® 5 | ofid 3R Fger I8 YATd $Rd ¢ fob AT avab1 31 Terd
TP ufar 1 gl

e There have been cases filed in several parts of the world by children who were
placed illegally, and we don’t want that to happen here.

RamR & T AT ool §U § STeT sl o) IR 79 | gwe fear T, 3R g
et AT o T URa & BT

Spee:ding up the process of bringing children into the adoption pool

&1 g UThar § A1 &1 Ufshar &1 ael AT

e Only children in adoption agencies get evaluated for potential adoptability.
$HAd &P Yol H HIN[g goi BT 6l gad [o18 |1 &1 JUTGT & fo18 Jeide
foar ST 21

e Children in child shelters should also be evaluated.
TS MY &1 6 ¥§ I8 =i o1 off geaioh fohan S anfeu|

e Many children in these shelters, who were abandoned and orphaned, have been
there for years and could be brought into the legal adoption pool.
<7 313 eI § S T T AT SATY T HS qUT I W6 38 ¢ 3R I8 P guh
ufsbar & T S Wbl g

o Or at least, their cases should be looked at. This is not being done — because of
apathy, lack of training, or lack of resources.
1 HH ¥ HH, I ATHA! B Wi g1 18T T T8l 81 36T & — SGIe=iaT, ufreror
P HU 1 JHTYAT BT HU & HRU|

e That is where our focus needs to be — to bring eligible children into the legal
adoption pool at each district level.
B 3{UAT ST g5l digd Bl dliel — difds g% fordl T ur Il ! ST qah
ufspar o AR S 9 |
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Work by NGOs to improve the system
TGS GRT YOITeH! $T dgaR - &1 S

Our NGO works with the approval of the State Women and Child Development
Department.

TURT TGS s A 3R a1et faewTd fAunT &t srqufa ¥ wif Far gl

When we approach shelters, our first step is to digitise the data of all the children.

STl B 313 T8 § U B T, A SR Ul wew Tl S & JeT T
feRediau =1 gar 2|

Using our own open-source software, we have 22 categories, so we can analyse
whether a child should continue in the shelter or be brought into the adoption pool.

30 NUF-HRE JTHEaTR 1 IUTIT A4 gY, §HR U 22 A0/ §, o 5o
fa=AUr FR Fhd & b S 3113 715 H I8 A1feT AT gud Hishal | AT ST ey

We collect data on whether the child was abandoned, has parents, and if yes, why
the child is in the shelter.

Y ST U R § (S =T U 74T § 1 39 Ara-fUar €, sik afe € ot o o
YT H B
There are six reasons why a child could be in a shelter.

BT T 319 T8 H B8 PRUN § J frdft T HRUT Y 81 Jova B

After digitising all the data, the system flags potential children — for example, 30 out
of 100.

it Se1 Bl fSfeme A & a1, Riew Huifad s=i o fifgd svar g — o o
100 # 9 30/

Then our social workers study those cases, complete due diligence, and do the
paperwork for those potentially adoptable children.

R SR WIS SRIwal 3 HTH! BT S HRd 8, @mmﬁmﬁ%aﬁv

TUTFAT U & g 9T g & (07U GeaTdeidRul a3d &
Then the child is presented to the Child Welfare Commlttee (CWC) of the district,
which decides if the child should be declared legally free for adoption.

R 52 P! forer arer weumor GfAfY (cwe) & A TR o sirar &, S fAofg acdt
¢ fo =1 ST FU & gu & fore Suasy 9ifvd fovam o ar =g |

Street Children and Legal Adoption System

TSP W ¥g aTd a= 3R ST Mg o Dt yoredt

The 2020 World Orphan Report estimated that there are 3.1 crore children in India
who are orphans.

2020 g¢s 3T RUIE & AR YR H 3.1 HAS I 31 B

We all see children on the streets. Should all these children be available for
adoption? Why are there only 2,000-odd children in CARA’s pool?

&9 91 TSI R = I ¢&d 6 | 71 37 9 Il 1 Mg o & e Suasy g
eT? fhy CARA & UTH $ad T 2,000 = & HI 572

AL: The word ‘orphan’ is often loosely used. Many of these children have families.
AL: TT6g “SFITY’ BT STINT SRR idl diids 3§ a1 ol g1 399 A Hs 9! & U
TRaR 814 5|

Or if they don’t have parents, they may have extended families.

3R TfE 3% U Arar-far e €, dF S99 ury favanid ufvaR g 9ad B

Most of the children who come into the adoption stream as babies are those who
were relinquished by unwed mothers or because they are girl children; they were
not abandoned.
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31T o= ot R & &0 & 7iig o @t ufebar F o §, 3 9 91 § O arfdanfRa
ATATSAT §RT @R 771 1 Rilfds d Asfdl oY, I I A6t 17 47|

There are children everywhere on the streets. But are they all orphans? Or are they
just children with families roaming the streets?

TSl R R I8 5= ¢ | Afp o1 3 gaft 31y 82 a1 3 Ryh 3= ufvasy & Iy
A 9T §= 87

Are they truly free for adoption? We need to evaluate that.

1 d IRAd 1 TG A & fo1e Wadd §2 §H SUDT ST ST d1igu|

There are also cases coming to light in several countries of children illegally taken
away from their mothers or parents.

HS 23 T U0 IS 9T U & OieT 9] @) Sy WU A IAP! Hrareil a1 Arar-far
Jd 1 14T

The parents were told the children had disappeared or died, whereas in reality they
were given for adoption.

Aral-fodr ¥ wg1 741 fob s= Mrad g1 Y A1 |- 71, Sdfe add H 3 e ¢ fear war
T

Understanding the Numbers and Children’s Status

Tt ok s o fRUfa & Jwgrn

SG: To put it crudely, there cannot be that many parents who have passed away,
to say there are millions of orphans.

SG: WY Xeg! H Hg dl 3+ YR ATAT-FUdr 8t W § & I8 o581 o 9o fob @l 9=
MY

So what we are essentially saying is that there are that many parents who are not
raising their children on a day-to-day basis.

gg@azgﬂﬁ?%%ﬁ?éﬂﬁqﬁwﬁlﬁ%ﬁmaﬁﬁﬁmmqﬁﬁ
|

They have abandoned their children, or they have put their children in shelters, or
they have relinquished them.

IBH U T D BIST &, U1 I Aeex 8IFT & 3T &, U1 3¢ AN feur g

And those children do need a second family, a permanent home.

IR T gl Bl TP goRT URAR, U6 VIR W 31Tl

We need to examine the status of all these children. Are they being raised in a
safe environment where they are wanted?

&H 37 gl 5=l 1 FRUFT &1 Hedier=T 1 <11 T d YRIG arararor § el S
R B o6l 37! v 22
And if not, what is the next step for them?

3R 3R g1, O 37 foIU SATAT HeH 1 BT TRT?

Safeguards Against Adoption Abuse

Me a1 & GOUART & fAaTs qR&m U

There have been multiple exposés of international adoption abuse.
SARRTERT NG A F GEUUNT & s UGBTI gU |

There is an acknowledgement that such abuse arose partly due to high ‘demand’ by
adoptive parents, leading to the trafficking of children to ensure adequate ‘supply’.
I8 WieR foar T g fob T gouanT S U e o arel Aral-fdT &1 3=
AT & HRU gafT, o vafe smyfel gRfda o & foe o=t & vl g3 |

What safeguards do we need to ensure that children are not treated as commodities
in a ‘demand-supply’ situation, leading to trafficking?

Pagel 1
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&Y fobeT R IUTHY BT STaRTchdT § a1 sl ! “Hiv-Smyfed o) Rufa o gt o1
RE T T 7Y, o aRapdt 812

Role of Procedures and Legal Adoption System

wfshanai 3R FI g A+ @t yurmelt 31 yfdye

SG: That is where the procedures come into play, and should not be relaxed.

SG: I8! W UfhaTd Ayl ikt €, 3R 35 eten -1l fowan = =nfe |

The checks and balances are needed for parents to make sure that people who are
adopting children are prepared for it; that they are doing it for the right reasons.

T 3R ST &1 STIRIDHT ¢ i Ig YHIYd g T b Sl AT Sedi I 711G o 30 &
d 39% o dUR § 9iR d T8 el HRUN 9 PR @ 6

And they are needed for children so that only truly eligible children are brought into
the legal adoption pool.

3R g gt & forg ot TR § i ot I & UTA 9= 8 ST Mg A B
JoITelt § &7 S|

There has been a lot of improvement over the last few years.

fUod oo aul & 397 9gd YR g3 8|

On the demand-supply concept: we work with shelters where children tend to be
more than 6 years old.
HiTT- e@aﬁ SAYRUN W H 3 WeeR] &b T HIH Hd § o8] 9= SMHIR TR 6
A A TS T 5

The age group you are talking about comprises babies and very young children.
319 519 S @1 91d I IB © d Aol &ﬁwagaeﬁ%aé}

And in that case, we do hear of a grey area or black market

3R U T B 51 RS 87 7T B1A 99R 3 910 g9 2

Children are not coming into adoption agencies and are not being placed for
adoption.

= e A arelt TRl § 787 3138 § 3R 3 Mg a1 & e =18t war s @ 3|
They are just being given away.

3 a9 faar S ¥ET 8|

So | would say the bigger risk is, they are not coming into the legal adoption
system.

ST & H b Tad 981 Wakl T8 & b d B Mg a1 B gommelt & 727 13 B
| think that is where the trouble is.

T e § 5 a8l aman o

What you want to do for them — whether they are babies, 10 years old, or 15 years
old — is to route them through the legal adoption pool.

qTe d 9w AqelTd, 10 T, I7 15 AT o 8, 3% 04 g Tal BT dieU b 35
DA M A DI YoTTelt I SheT S|

That is how you avoid all this.

O RE 1Y 37 9t geerel @ 99 goa ¢

Child-Centric Focus of Adoption

e A1 B ITa-Higd BB

AL: An important factor to remember is that we are finding a family for a child, not
a child for a family.

qp%wmqﬁm%%%maﬁ%mwmﬁﬁ,vw*mw
|
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We need to go through these checks and balances in the best interest of the child,
for the child’s safety and secure placement.
sﬁﬁgﬁ@%ﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁ%%ﬁ, JR&T, 3R YR awT
ﬁﬁ”’lﬂ ol I

The fact is that children can be trafficked easily from nursing homes and
hospitals; it happens quite a bit.

T Ig & fob o=t o) ARfT 1R iR SRudTa ¥ ST | TRap) {1 o IobaT &
I8 SRR AT 2|

Adoption of Special Needs and Older Children

faiy s_e=dl arel 3R 92 I=Al &) i 1 @1 ufshar

This idea that there are very few adoptable children in the CARA system also largely
comes down to need for babies.

Ig YR fos CARA TUITel! § g 1T ST+ A7 9gd &1 9= §, T &0 3 Rrggef #it
T B

There are many children waiting for families who are over the age of six, as well as
children who have special needs.

U8 &% 9= § ol O a4 ¥ P g & § IR fIY Feeval a1dt &, S uRart a1
Tiele R R B

What needs to be done to increase their adoption rates?

% e fore 91 91 oX 91 & forw @ fovan = =nfeu?

Aloma Lobo’s Views

3T eiel & fa=w

| think the worst repercussions come for children who have special needs.

TR I § T famle wieval arad a=t 3 fore e ik geafome s o €

I’'ve done many placements of children with special needs. | have a child with special

needs.

T % faiy Sl 1)t ol &1 i feaarn 31 4R o +ft v faiy sl aren

TR

And | find that the quicker a child with special needs is placed, the better the child is.

gﬁ?ﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁaﬁaﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬂzmw, I fore I € agax ghar
|

But there is a list called the immediate placement list, which | frown upon.

There are parents who say, we can’t wait 3-5 years for a baby, so we will take a child

from the immediate glacement list.

$© HIAI-TUdT Hed § fob Y 3-5 AT ab o & foT AR a1 HR Hobd, ST gH
sHIfSTe wade fore @ o= o o7

And they take a child with special needs and they are not prepared for it.

J Iy SI=vdl aTal 9= &1 TG A @ 7 5, dfh 39 (oY a8 81|

They don’t understand that a child with special needs is a long-term commitment.
d g el THerd o faRiv SRedl aTen a=1 U6 Srawiied foreR! 5

And they simply return these children.

3R 3 T Tl Y 91U wieT o ||

So we must just stop and pause over here and think, should we really place them as
“fast” as possible or should we really be child-centric here and be a little careful?

TR g S Tl =1y b o g 58 Rith wied) Mg fRera™ W e &
TMRT, A1 R T B UATE BT D5 T ITIR AAUFIYIS (0 71 A1gW?
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Smriti Gupta’s Views

Hfa Twr & faar

From the time that | adopted a decade ago, | see a change in parents.

T TP IRIP UG oId &= i, fordn o, a9 ¥ H 39 38t § o arar-far & sgama smar
gl

| do see more children with special needs being adopted, more older children being
adopted.

319 U fay Feevdl arel 9= 3R 98 9= e AW 91 3R &

But parents need more training and counseling.

AfhT ATT-fod & 3iftre UiRTaroT 3R SISTfRT o1 Sawghdl g |

In international adoption, the agencies conduct a formal training that the
prospectlve parents have to go through.

M A4 o1 ufthar # TRt siu=iye ufieror & 8, Rrd guifad
ATAT-fdT & ToRAT BIdT ]

We don’t have an equivalent mandatory training for domestic adoptions here.

R 5 TR G O B Wik & O B SHrard wiRanor 7 2|

Further Concerns by Aloma Lobo

[T el Y S oY faarg

The most important thing is to find out is the motivation to adopt.
T Hgayul a1d I8 ¢ fob 8 I8 Ual a1 d1fed foh o g &+ &1 IRum 1 ¢ |
In the past, we did have several sessions of group counseling and individual
counseling.

B9 TG BT 3R AfRATd SISAT & Fs 0 a1 v A
But that is gone.
Qfe 319 98 UUT AT &1 7% 5|

Many of the home studies are like intake forms, which are not really adequate.
3T B By I TSIl R gTed Wi oIl gidt &, oIl TATed gl o |
If you compare them to foreign home studies, they are quite different.

3R 3 3¢ fae=il 819 WS § a1 &< dl T8 HIW! AT ¢ |
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Decoding ECI’s counter affidavit on SIR

What has the Election Commission of India argued in its counter affidavit filed in the Supreme Court? Why is

ERrrnRys Gssrass) sesa_ssesesess

>ATRIOTICIAS

cking a citizenship test through the Special

Intensive Revision exercise in Bihar problematic? What are the legal and logistical challenges involved?

enumeration form with or without THE GIST
ChaSl n the FOHS documents will be included in the draft
g roll to be published August 1, 2025
Prasenjit Bose Table 1 presents the updated statistics of the special intensive revision in Bihar, as released by the Thus, the coverage of over 90% of the v
Election Commission of India, on July 22. electors in the SIR process has been The Election Commission of
The story so far: . attained by postponing the requirement India’s (ECI) counter affidavit in
he Election Commission of for document submission along with the response to the ongoing
India (ECD) filed a counter enumeration forms. The scrutiny of special intensive revision

affidavit in the Supreme Court

on July 21, in response to the
writ petition challenging the
constitutionality of the special intensive
revision (SIR) exercise currently underway
in Bihar. The text in the 789-page ECI
affidavit is only 88 pages long; bulky
annexures run into almost 700 pages.
Around 625 pages of these annexures
comprise representations received by the
ECI from various political parties, along
with their annexures.

What’s the rationale for a citizenship
test?
A preliminary review of the complaints
annexed with the ECI's affidavit reveals
that they mostly pertain to typical defects
like duplication of names in the voter list,
non-deletion of deceased voters, exclusion
of eligible voters and fake or fraudulent
voter registration.

None of the complaints involve the
electoral rolls of Bihar, nor does any of the

A booth level officer checks documents during the special investigation revision to electoral rolls at

Kamalpur village, in Bihar. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Total Electors [as on 24th June 2025)

7,89,69,844 100.00

enumeration forms and documents by the
electoral registration officers are to
commence only after the draft rolls are
published. This does not testify for the
inclusivity of the entire SIR process.

The status of the SIR exercise reported
in the ECI's affidavit contains data till july
18, 2025. The updated status provided by
the ECI's press note on July 22 is
reproduced in Table 1. Till then, around
21.35 lakh (2.7%) electors were vet to
receive and submit their enumeration
forms. Major political parties of Bihar were
officially requested by the ECI to connect
with the remaining electors, through their
functionaries and booth level agents.

Till July 24, around 7 lakh forms were
not received. Inability of the ECI in
ensuring cent percent coverage through its
own machinery of booth level officers
(BLOs) and volunteers further exposes the
impracticality of the SIR schedule.

Moreover, over 53 lakh (6.7%) electors
were not found at their residential

Enumeration Forms Received 7,16,04,102 90.67 .
mmp]ajms allege instances o[ illegal — addresses by the BLOs. While around 1
Enumeration Forms Digitised 1,13,65,460] 90.37 "

E ants from fnrclgﬂ coun bcmg Electors not found at their addresses so far 52,30,126 6.62 lakh among them ane mporltd as “not
included in the electoral rolls in any State. s B oo 1&:661359| 2-36 traceable” and another 7 lakh as multiple
The complaints, which account for almost I I o ] o S ol NS =yl 0 e - enrolments, the numbers of deceased
80% of the volume of ECI's counter Probably Permanently Shifted Electors reported sofar 26,01.081 3.28 electors at over 21.6 lakh (2.7%) and those
affidavit, do not provide any evidence or Electors Identified as Enrclled at Multiple places 7,50,742| 0.95 permanently migrated at 31.5 lakh {4%),
justification for the ongoing SIR exercise in Electors not traceable 11,484 0.01 are quite significant. Whether errors are
Bihar or a nationwide citizenship test of Total electors covered 7,68,34,228 | 97.30 involved in such exclusions can be known
electors across the country, for which the Remaining Enumeration Forms yet to be received 21,35,616| 270 only after the publication of the draft rolls.

affidavit vehemently argues. Source: Election Commission of India The constituency-wise distribution of
these exclusions also remains unreported.
Is it legally tenable? revision” for individual constituencies or whereby (a) Each voter has to submit The impact of deletion of migrated

The counter affidavit invokes Article 326
which specifies that “every person whoisa
citizen of India... shall be entitled to be
registered as a voter”, and also Section 15
of the Representation of the People Act,
1950 which mandates the preparation of
electoral rolls “under the

superintendence, direction and control” of

the ECI, to insist on its having statutory
authority to undertake a ‘de novo’
preparation of electoral rolls, requiring
electors already registered in the electoral
rolls to submit fresh documentary proof of
their citizenship. The affidavit also rebuffs
the apex court’s advisory to include
Aadhaar card, the Elector’s Photo Identity
card (EPIC) and ration card in the list of
permissible documents for the SIR
exercise.

There are several fallacies in the ECI's
arguments. First, the SIR process shifts the
onus of citizenship proof on all existing
electors whose names were registered by
the ECI through due process. Another due
process is also available for the deletion of
non-citizens from electoral rolls on the
basis of specific complaints backed by
evidence. Have those due processes been
rendered dysfunctional by the
overwhelming nature of inclusion errors
vis-a-vis illegal migrants?

If s, the ECI's affidavit should have
been able to present precise data on the
number of complaints received on the
inclusion of foreign nationals or illegal
migrants in the electoral rolls of Bihar, and
all other States for that matter. In the
absence of such evidence, ECI's logic that
inclusion in electoral rolls through
summary revisions are only provisional
and only those added or verified through
intensive revisions like SIR have more
authenticity, does not hold.

Second, the Representation of the
People Act, 1950, does not make any
distinction between electors added
through summary revisions and those
added through “special intensive
revisions”. While section 21(3) of the law
permits the ECI to direct a “special

their parts, the word “intensive” does not
find any mention in the law. The
Registration of Electors Rules, 1960 were
amended in 1987 to introduce two separate
categories of electoral roll revisions,
summary and intensive. However, even the
1960 rules do not provide any specific
definition or modalities for “intensive™
revisions. The statutory foundation of SIR,
therefore, remains fuzzy.

Third, the arguments provided by ECI's
affidavit in rejecting the Supreme Court's
advice to include EPIC, as one of the
documents to prove eligibility, contradicts
the exemption granted to electors
included in the 2003 electoral roll from
furnishing any document under SIR 2025
other than “the relevant extracts of the
said part showing their name in the 2003
electoral roll”. ECI's affidavit states that the
children of electors included in the 2003
rolls have also been allowed to use this
avenue to prove their eligibility. Such
privileging of the inclusions in the 2003
electoral rolls, over and above all electoral
rolls published by the ECLin two
subsequent decades, is legally
questionable.

The ECI's affidavit mentions that the
2003 Bihar SIR guidelines prescribed four
indicative documents as proof of
citizenship, namely “NRC Register where
available; Citizenship Certificate; valid
passport; or Birth Certificate.” However, a
copy of the 2003 SIR guidelines have not
been provided with the affidavit. Was there
any house-to-house enumeration and
citizenship verification for the entire
electorate during the 2003 Bihar SIR on
the basis of such documentary
requirements? How many illegal migrants
were detected and deleted from rolls in
2003? These facts need to be ascertained
and debated before accepting inclusions in
the 2003 electoral rolls as probative
evidence of citizenship under SIR.

Fourth, the ECI's affidavit asserts the
applicability of the contrived citizenship
criteria introduced by the Citizenship
Amendment Act, 2003 in SIR 2025;

documentary proof of his/her date and
place of birth; (b) For those born between
July 1, 1987 and December 2, 2004,
additional documentary proof of date and
place of birth of either father or mother is
required; and (c) For those voters born
after December 2, 2004, both parents’
date and place of birth are required to be
submitted.

The constitutionality of this
controversial citizenship amendment
legislation, which had proposed to
introduce a National Register of Indian
Citizens (NRC), remains under challenge
before the apex court. The rules under this
Act were notified even before the CAA,
2003, was passed and notified, casting
doubts over its legal status. Most
importantly, the Registrar General of India
never issued any order to initiate the NRC,
as stipulated in the citizenship rules.
Hence, the NRC does not exist anywhere in
India, except for the State of Assam. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had clarified in
December 2019 that his Cabinet had never
discussed the initiation of the NRC since
2014,

When the authorities statutorily
mandated to initiate the NRC and its
underlying citizenship scheme apropos
CAA, 2003 have decided not to proceed
with it till date, can the ECI claim to have
any legal mandate to implement the same
citizenship test in Bihar, in lieu of an
electoral roll revision?

‘What will be the impact?

The ECI's counter affidavit has tried to
counter criticisms regarding the
exclusionary nature of the SIR exercise by
highlighting thar filled up enumeration
forms have already been collected and
digitised from over 90% of the 7.89 crore
electors in Bihar. The moot point here is
that the ECI's affiidavit does not disclose
the number or proportion of digitised
enumeration forms which are
accompanied with the required
documents. Rather, the affidavit mentions
that “each elector who has submitted the

electors can be substantial if they are
clustered within a few constituencies and
demographics.

Why is ECI not accepting Aadhaar,
ration cards?

ECI's non-acceptance of the apex court’s
advisory on including Aadhaar and ration
cards in the list of indicative documents
rests on tenuous grounds. The ECI's own
enumeration form for SIR 2025 seeks the
Aadhaar number from all electors, albeit
on a voluntary basis. The ECI's affidavit
states that statutorily “Aadhaar is not proof
of citizenship”, which is specious logic,
because statutorily the ECI has no
mandate to conduct a citizenship test.

In the case of ration cards, the ECI has
cited “widespread existence of fake ration
cards” as the ground for non-acceptance.
A data table in ECI's affidavit on the
coverage of some of the eleven eligibility
documents for SIR 2025 in Bihar show
13.89 crore “Residence certificates™ and
8.72 crore caste certificates issued from
2011 to 2025, far exceeding the total
number of electors in the electoral rolls. If
residence certificates can be accepted as
eligibility proof of SIR 2025, despite their
total number exceeding Bihar's current
aggregate population, how can ration
cards be rejected as a document on the
grounds of being forgery-prone?

Any widely accessible official card or
document in a vast country like India
would be prone to counterfeits - currency
notes offering the most common example.
Solutions need to be found in plugging
systemic loopholes, enhanced vigilance
and effectively designed
counter-measures.

Unless the ECI revises its rigid insistence
on citizenship determination, the Bihar
SIR exercise is likely to result in a fiasco
bigger than the four-year-long NRC process
in Assam berween 2015 and 2019, which
was eventually rejected by all those who
demanded it after reportedly spending
1,600 crore of public money.

(Prasenjit Bose is an economist and activist)

exercise in Bihar defends its
statutory authority to require
electors to prove citizenship
through fresh documentation.

hd

However, the affidavit faces
criticism for lacking concrete
evidence of illegal migrants in
the State’s electoral rolls,
questioning the legal and
practical basis of the SIR
process.

-

The ECI's refusal to accept
Aadhaar and ration cards as
documents of eligibility,
despite their widespread use,
further complicates the
legitimacy and inclusivity of
the ongoing electoral revision.
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Decoding ECI’s Counter Affidavit on SIR
THIATZIIR TR YR fafa ST & YRR sah- ot
AT

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) in Bihar and ECI’s Counter Affidavit

foer # faRiw e gAevT (SIR) 3R TG START ST STaTel sAwHT

e The Election Commission of India (ECI) filed a counter affidavit in the Supreme
Court on July 21, in response to the writ petition challenging the constitutionality
of the special intensive revision (SIR) exercise currently underway in Bihar.

START (ECI) A 21 TS &I W I H U Sqral gaBH SRad
fopar, Gﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬂ@ﬁﬁuﬁgﬂﬁ&m (SIR) 31T ! YaemfArepar oI g

arc e arfreT & Sare | U7l

e The text in the 789-page ECI affidavit is only 88 pages long; bulky annexures run
into almost 700 pages.

789 qg’r% ECI 8% § 4 U6 had 88 YBI &1 &; AT AT 700 Y§ Had
iRt I R F

o Around 625 pages of these annexures comprise representations received by the
ECI from various political parties, along with their annexures.

= uRTRIST & & @M 625 I H Al Ireifae ol o T wRgfaat ok SH%
Hewe i B

What’s the Rationale for a Citizenship Test?
AT udteror &1 siferea «ar 82

o A preliminary review of the complaints annexed with the ECI’s affidavit reveals that
they mostly pertain to typical defects like duplication of names in the voter list,
non-deletion of deceased voters, exclusion of eligible voters, and fake or
fraudulent voter registration.

ECI & 8% & I1Y Iy Rerdl ot uRfye IHiem d udr Iddr § fo 3 SureaR
T Ffeat ¥ Tefid €, S Aderar gl # A1 $t (ARG, 9d Aderarsi & T
9 BT, TG SISl &1 J18< BT, 3R Wil a1 tRaTyS! § Usiiaur|

« None of the complaints involve the electoral rolls of Bihar, nor does any of the
complaints allege instances of illegal migrants from foreign countries being
included in the electoral rolls in any State.
fopaft ot Rrprd o fgR ot Hagrar gt IHd a1 7, 3R 7 81 fsdt Rrema o
fae=h srdy yarRma o1 fardt +ff I & waerar Gt § e 5y M &1 $RY g

e The complaints, which account for almost 80% of the volume of ECI’s counter
affidavit, do not provide any evidence or justification for the ongoing SIR exercise
in Bihar or a nationwide citizenship test of electors across the country, for which
the affidavit vehemently argues.

3 RrId, S ECI & STaTdl gAW-TH BT TRTHT 80% fawan €, 7 dl fagR & 9a 9
smawmﬁwﬁ@%mﬁr@uwwmﬁaﬁwﬁwm%ﬁﬂﬁé
Tgd a1 I UgH Rl §, Taid gABTA 3P T FRGR a9 &l g

Is it legally tenable?

FIT UG BT U F dY 2
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The counter affidavit invokes Article 326 which specifies that “every person who is a
citizen of India... shall be entitled to be registered as a voter”, and also Section 15 of
the Representation of the People Act, 1950 which mandates the preparation of
electoral rolls “under the superintendence, direction and control” of the ECI, to insist
on its having statutory authority to undertake a ‘de novo’ preparation of electoral
rolls, requiring electors already registered in the electoral rolls to submit fresh
documentary proof of their citizenship.

TABTHT TG 326 BT I T 3, raH Hgl 71 & i "g= 98 ey ot HRd &1
:mTFea?% Y HAGI & ¥ H Uolipd o B SHUBR I, SR 91y 81
SR SfRIfFraw, 1950 #Y URT 15 1 1 EaTeT 31 8, S T T 3 Fwfor
I YATE TN B A, PIE 3R Fraor & ot o1 e 3aT 8, i “de
novo’ gﬂﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%mﬁwmaﬁsﬁaa@www R e @
Uollghd HAGTATSH bl Ut ARTIRGG T BT AT YHTIOT URd BT 1|

The affidavit also rebuts the apex court’s advisory to include Aadhaar card, the
Elector’s Photo Identity card (EPIC) and ration card in the list of permissible
documents for the SIR exercise.

SAH-TH FaTed e &1 59 aTg B Ht WS- ol § [ MUR H1S, EPIC
(FASTAT Wil Ugd UH) 3R M TS & SIR UithaT T 30T axarasll &! gt §
e foban Sy
There are several fallacies in the ECl's arguments. First, the SIR process shifts the
onus of citizenship proof on all existing electors whose names were registered by
the ECI through due process.

TG TN & I § ds Ffedl & | Uga, SIR withar weft wisier aagrarsi w
mmﬁamﬁmaﬁam% S T Ecl gR1 Ruiia ufssar & agd oo
1o

Another due process is also available for the deletion of non-citizens from electoral
rolls on the basis of specific complaints backed by evidence.

T 3R 3fed ufehar usd I Iudsy 3, e ded 31 Rieraa 3 wHIvr & SR R
TR-ATRD! @1 Taear At A gerT S JHdT 3|

Have those due processes been rendered dysfunctional by the overwhelming nature
of inclusion errors vis-a-vis illegal migrants?

HT A YATRIE | ST To! T & qumawm Ffedt A 37 ufharsit &1 srerfem a1
e g7

If so, the ECI’s affidavit should have been able to present precise data on the
number of complaints received on the inclusion of foreign nationals or illegal
migrants in the electoral rolls of Bihar, and all other States for that matter.

afe TR, A ECI B gah- & RER 3R o7 Isal § frdwh Amiet ar ey
m%uwmﬁ & gATd ! § A St A Jaid Rieradl & 9did Sips Rgd H-
|

In the absence of such evidence, ECI’s logic that inclusion in electoral rolls through
summary revisions are only provisional and only those added or verified through
intensive revisions like SIR have more authenticity, does not hold.

T IOl &1 Srufufd ¥, I8 ao o \fére axiesi & A 9 Sig T 919 SRt
Bid § 3R $ad SIR Wil TP GARIEOT I IS AH g1 T §id §, abaiTd et
ogxdrl

Second, the Representation of the People Act, 1950, does not make any
distinction between electors added through summary revisions and those added
through “special intensive revisions”.

T, st siftferam, 1950 & wfére T=ie oiR ORI e+ Wiy &
m@%wmﬁ%&ﬂaﬁéﬂzqﬁmw%l

Page17

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

While section 21(3) of the law permits the ECI to direct a “special revision” for
individual constituencies or their parts, the word “intensive” does not find any
mention in the law.

BT SH BFH B URT 21(3) TG AN BT foalt & o forg “fasiy w@=ies &1
3w 33 oY 3rgAfa <ot B, Al "8 (intensive)” sg BT 3TH Hls I el g
The Registration of Electors Rules, 1960 were amended in 1987 to introduce two
separate categories of electoral roll revisions, summary and intensive.

1960 & TAGIAT USBHRUT el & 1987 T RN Hh JAId T A=Y BT &l Afomf
— Hfér SR g — U Bl T |

However, even the 1960 rules do not provide any specific definition or modalities for
“intensive” revisions. The statutory foundation of SIR, therefore, remains fuzzy.

eIt 1960 Frawt & off e SN &) DS Wy uRyTST a1 ufesar et &t 71 o
24fIT, SIR 3t dutre q sy & Bt 2

Third, the arguments provided by ECI’s affidavit in rejecting the Supreme Court’s
advice to include EPIC, as one of the documents to prove eligibility, contradicts the
exemption granted to electors included in the 2003 electoral roll.

dRRT, EPIC P! G¥ardsll & AW $3 B U DI DI TAT8 Bl SRATPR B &
ECI & dd, 2003 Bt AaGEAT gt # MRS Tagrarsii &t <t 15 e I faRiemuri g1
Under SIR 2025, such electors are not required to furnish any document other than
the “relevant extracts of the said part showing their name in the 2003 electoral
roll”.

SIR 2025 & d8d, UY JAGIdT3] ! BHad 2003 BT Hegral Il H IAHT 714 S=0+
IS YRS S faa™ &Y SaRashal g

EClI's affidavit states that the children of electors included in the 2003 rolls have
also been allowed to use this avenue to prove their eligibility.

ECI % ga%-TH & &gl 71 § {5 2003 Gl & wnfira wagrarst & o= +ft g arnf &1
JUTNT R O YT R PR Thd B

Such privileging of the inclusions in the 2003 electoral rolls, over and above all
electoral rolls published by the ECI in two subsequent decades, is legally
questionable.

U%d 1 gxI! B UHIRId Tt Adardr g & go-1 § 2003 B g 3t AR gut
1, BT U & "oty B
The ECI’s affidavit mentions that the 2003 Bihar SIR guidelines prescribed four
indicative documents as proof of citizenship, namely: “NRC Register where
available; Citizenship Certificate; valid passport; or Birth Certificate.”

ECI & g4 # &gl T § [ 2003 fagR SIR fe=nfd=n & Amiadr v & =4
H IR YhdlaTd GEardel BT Ieaid UT: "sIgl SuasH g NRC ¥oReR; ARG
WHTUTY; 3¢ UTHUIS; 91 S JH10Tq" |
However, a copy of the 2003 SIR guidelines have not been provided with the
affidavit.

BTdifds, TABATE & ATY 2003 SIR fERmfg=n &t wfar Jaw =18t &1 7% ¢
Was there any house-to-house enumeration and citizenship verification for the
entire electorate during the 2003 Bihar SIR on the basis of such documentary
requirements?

12003 fIER SIR & R T SXATAS & YR R T AdGarsi & g His ;W-R
U 3R ARTRGAT HedTa= faar a7 T2

How many illegal migrants were detected and deleted from rolls in 2003? These
facts need to be ascertained and debated before accepting inclusions in the 2003
electoral rolls as probative evidence of citizenship under SIR.

2003 ¥ fra= 3raY gaRi Uga™ MU SR T J g TT? 2003 Ht AT L&t &
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ATHI B SIR & T8 ANTRSAT BT UHIOT 7 A Ugd, 31 a2l &1 &g 3R a4t

I B

Fourth, the ECI’s affidavit asserts the applicability of the contrived citizenship
criteria introduced by the Citizenship Amendment Act, 2003 in SIR 2025,
whereby:

YT, ECI T SAHTHT SIR 2025 H ARTR@ T w=e= Sffaw, 2003 §RT @€ 1T
AT ARG AT US| &I T B B &1 HT 8, oD SR:
o Each voter has to submit documentary proof of his/her date and place of
birth.
Ud® eIl &1 o fafd 3R o7 AT HT gIardsil THTOT ST SRTI|
o Forthose born between July 1, 1987 and December 2, 2004, additional
documentary proof of date and place of birth of either father or mother is
required.

S ATl 1 TS 1987 | 2 fawar 2004 & o9 o4 g, 3¢ SU= Hran ar far
# A fordlt v &t o7 faf¥ oiR o0 =i &1 sifafaa wmor g g

o For those voters born after December 2, 2004, both parents’ date and
place of birth are required to be submitted.
2 faR 2004 F q1¢ 1 AT DI g1 AraT-far &t o177 faf¥r ik
S R U DA I
The constitutionality of this controversial citizenship amendment legislation,
which had proposed to introduce a National Register of Indian Citizens (NRC),
remains under challenge before the apex court.
39 fdargreug AmRYear WRiteA S, o/ AP UREH ARTRS IR (NRC)
T & TRdTa e of, &1 HauTfae dear o9 ft Jate <mared ¥ g & Srefi= g
The rules under this Act were notified even before the CAA, 2003 was passed and
notified, casting doubts over its legal status.
3 o & Igd Fad CAA, 2003 & TTfvd 3R SfRgfRIa 31 3 ugad &
SffeRgferd fope 7T &, o) S9! BT dUdT R Adg S giaT o |
Most importantly, the Registrar General of India never issued any order to initiate
the NRC, as stipulated in the citizenship rules.

a4 Ilﬁafﬂﬁ 914 T8 g f URG & HeTusiias (Registrar General of India) a9
AR Tl & TR NRC Y[R HR- &1 B ST WRT Tg1 fobar|

Hence, the NRC does not exist anywhere in India, except for the State of Assam.
3T, NRC HIRA H Pl Y aiffrea # 1) 8, $adT W IY H) BIgHI |

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had clarified in December 2019 that his Cabinet had
never discussed the initiation of the NRC since 2014.

JYMHEE T M A fewar 2019 T Wy fovar uT for 37t Sfae A 2014 | 3@ a6
NRC 31 I[F3iTd IR &t 7=t 81 &1

When the authorities statutorily mandated to initiate the NRC and its underlying
citizenship scheme apropos CAA, 2003 have decided not to proceed with it till
date, can the ECI claim to have any legal mandate to implement the same
citizenship test in Bihar, in lieu of an electoral roll revision?

T4 CAA, 2003 & dgd NRC 3R I &I AN TSI &1 AR B & forg
frpd WRGRY 3/ 9% 3H AN HIA I STPR R &b 8, al 71 g9 SN A9
T A=A & R W AR § A Aaniear udteor &) an] #3 &1 dui=e
RPBR @ 82
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The ECI’s counter affidavit has tried to counter criticisms regarding the exclusionary
nature of the SIR exercise by highlighting that filled up enumeration forms have
already been collected and digitised from over 90% of the 7.89 crore electors in
Bihar.

SIS & UiaRTo = fagR & 7.89 HIS Hagrarali § | 90% A 3Mfe® I 1R §U
TIRRA B THEd 3R fSferget firg I &) SR &R SIR Ufshar & afethRt
THid DI SATGHIST BT AT S BT DI BT

The moot point here is that the ECI’s affidavit does not disclose the number or
proportion of digitised enumeration forms which are accompanied with the
required documents.

T 914 T8 ¢ 3 Srens & uyvd # f¥firerss frg T vgmiw wid & a1y
TARAP SEATA @ §U fha=t € °1 ST 3IuTd fhe-T 8, ST I ol ¢
Rather, the affidavit mentions that “each elector who has submitted the enumeration
form with or without documents will be included in the draft roll to be published
August 1, 2025.”

e, YT B I ¢ o TP Aagar foram gardsli & I1y a1 foaqr T=Rse
BiH oTHT fRaT 8, 39 1 ST 2025 &1 UHIRId g1 aTall ST I J Rmfda foa
SITQ|

Thus, the coverage of over 90% of the electors in the SIR process has been
attained by postponing the requirement for document submission along with the
enumeration forms.

ST, AAGTAT T2l & 90% T S BT B! HIR B3 &1 ardl GxATdoll B
ffrarddr Y I #3 1 fHar T 7|

The scrutiny of enumeration forms and documents by the electoral registration
officers are to commence only after the draft rolls are published.
TIRTA BiH 3R TXAST BI S had STUE Ad UHIRIE 819 & a1 &) I8t
UollehRuT SUBTRYT gRT YR Bi ST

This does not testify for the inclusivity of the entire SIR process.

Tg g3} SIR UfshaT Bt THTARIGT &1 yHT0r 78T ]

The status of the SIR exercise reported in the ECI’s affidavit contains data till July
18, 2025.

SIS & YUY § SIR Uishar &1 FRURT 18 JaTS 2025 9 F Sfids] WR SMuTRd 7|
The updated status provided by the ECI’s press note on July 22 is reproduced in
Table 1.

gzmaﬁﬁr&nﬁaﬁﬁﬂ:ﬁ?mmﬁﬂ%&@ﬂ?@ﬁﬁm 1 7 gifar
I

Till then, around 21.35 lakh (2.7%) electors were yet to receive and submit their
enumeration forms.

TG AP THIT 21.35 ARG (2.7%) HAGIATSN BT 31cb TIERRH HIH Ul Ta1 gC A AT
I5iH ST 181 fbu Y|

Major political parties of Bihar were officially requested by the ECI to connect with
the remaining electors, through their functionaries and booth level agents.

SIS A R &1 U XS Tiféal ¥ g fosam o f 3 o sriddisll 3R gy
TR & Toicl & HIEH Y QY AdgIarsi § Hud H1 |

Till July 24, around 7 lakh forms were not received.

24 S[ATS q% U 7 A1 BIH 9T =181 §U U

Inability of the ECI in ensuring cent percent coverage through its own machinery of

booth level officers (BLOs) and volunteers further exposes the impracticality of the
SIR schedule.

SIS GRT 3T U TR b MBET (BLOs) 3R Wuidae! 1 H2i8 & A1ezm 3

PageZO

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

100% Havsl AT B T BT, SIR HRIHH &I AagINGdl Bl SoR
GG
Moreover, over 53 lakh (6.7%) electors were not found at their residential
addresses by the BLOs.
3P 3{eATdT, BLOs §RT 53 AT (6.7%) HGTdT 370 Ud TR T8} ¢ Y|
While around 1 lakh among them are reported as “not traceable” and another 7
lakh as multiple enrolments, the numbers of deceased electors at over 21.6 lakh
(2.7%) and those permanently migrated at 31.5 lakh (4%), are quite significant.
STH Y TTHT 1 AT S “UdT g1 Iar 3R 7 AR | THIH YD A/IH- & =0 &
fafa fovan man, It 21.6 ARG (2.7%) Had AT 3R 31.5 TG (4%) IR =7
WATRIA Aagra & T +f degayuf ¢
Whether errors are involved in such exclusions can be known only after the
publication of the draft rolls.
%ﬂﬁwﬁﬁm%mﬁ, g Had SIUE Ad P YHTRIA FIH & 918 of Il

I
The constituency-wise distribution of these exclusions also remains unreported.
S SRR BT fAUTIYT QAR faaror off Ruid =&t fvar man g
The impact of deletion of migrated electors can be substantial if they are clustered
within a few constituencies and demographics.

YaRIt Aagrars & geTd 9 &1 UHd 981 81 U&hdl §, 316 d O TN &3 3R
SAYifEreTy Tqgl # S g

Why is ECI not accepting Aadhaar, ration cards?

SHISATS ATYTR, MR BTS P RN WIPR 8] B I8T 872

ECI's non-acceptance of the apex court’s advisory on including Aadhaar and ration
cards in the list of indicative documents rests on tenuous grounds.

TR 3R M BTS DI YAGx B P (AU SEdH AT DI JATE DI SU13MTS GRIT
3IHR BT HHSNR dP! TR SR 3|

The ECI’'s own enumeration form for SIR 2025 seeks the Aadhaar number from all
electors, albeit on a voluntary basis.

SIR 2025 % 377 SRS BT 0T TERE BT waft TegTaran & STUR W@ AT
2, g Ug Wfes® YR W 2|

The ECI’s affidavit states that statutorily “Aadhaar is not proof of citizenship”,
which is specious logic, because statutorily the ECI has no mandate to conduct a
citizenship test.

SI3MTE BT YUY HEdl § [ B U J “SMTYUR ARRSAT BT GAT0 1 37, 57 i
TS YAl a g, Fifoh BT U I SHISME & IR ARTREGAT TS0 B BT Blg
ARPR AL 5|

In the case of ration cards, the ECI has cited “widespread existence of fake ration
cards” as the ground for non-acceptance.

I BT & A T, THSHTS A I¢ SRAIBR B & (A4 “Woll IR HIS| DI ATID
SUfRAfA S HRUT JaT 3|

A data table in ECI’s affidavit on the coverage of some of the eleven eligibility
documents for SIR 2025 in Bihar show 13.89 crore “Residence certificates” and
8.72 crore caste certificates issued from 2011 to 2025, far exceeding the total
number of electors in the electoral rolls.

SUISMTE & YUY T SIR 2025 % forT UEa g¥drasi § 13.89 #R1 “fanT yHTog=”
3R 8.72 HRVS S WHIUTYS 2011 | 2025 F g R} RA@TT MU &, St Herarar Gt &
P FAIATS B WS & B P T
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o |If residence certificates can be accepted as eligibility proof of SIR 2025, despite their
total number exceeding Bihar’s current aggregate population, how can ration
cards be rejected as a document on the grounds of being forgery-prone?

gfe faM JHIUTUE 1 SIR 2025 & I U=dT YA & =0 # WieR fhar o 9o g,
Safer 3! Hot T fAeR B adHH Fol FTESIT I HE ¢, O IR BIS] Bl
H9d Bl g4 P SMYR UR S WIS BT &1 Jpar 872

* Any widely accessible official card or document in a vast country like India would
be prone to counterfeits — currency notes offering the most common example.

YR oY fawa <21 §f #13 ft YA TP H1S U1 SXA1ao Boifdrs & g Fagasia
B Ybdl § — H&T I 39PT Fad 31 I3 &

e Solutions need to be found in plugging systemic loopholes, enhanced vigilance
and effectively designed counter-measures.

THTYT WOTIRIRTd @TRET Y gR -4, Fadhdl 9¢M, 3R JuTd ufdeRe Iural &
FEREIRY

e Unless the ECI revises its rigid insistence on citizenship determination, the Bihar
SIR exercise is likely to result in a fiasco bigger than the four-year-long NRC
process in Assam between 2015 and 2019, which was eventually rejected by all
those who demanded it after reportedly spending ¥1,600 crore of public money.

T db SIS U= AT T freiRor uR aedt 7 T2y T8t o, fogrR & SIR
UfhdT & 2015 A 2019 9 399 # Iaf NRC & IR ITd &d fawd v ¥ +f gs1
TPe I B! BT 3, ST £1,600 BN ATASAD Y= T B & 916 3o @l
@RSt B fear fogin 59! AT ot ot

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And
International Relations)

1. India, U.K. ink trade pact, expand cooperation

HIRd, f3e A TR FHEiq 1R gxneR fre, ggan
deld
2. 11 killed in clashes between Thai and Cambodian
forces

UTS 3R palfears 413 & da SISU A 11 AT AR Y
3. PM’s Maldives trip signals improved ties

YU BT ATeGd T A Jaei § JUR & Hovd
4. Clean House

A Y¥
5. The India-U.K. FTA spells a poor deal for public health

YRA-3e Yo STUR GHSNGT (FTA) ATdei-1 warey
% forT U TRe gHEiar g

6. The fault lines in India’s electoral architecture

YR & FHTA! S BT @rar
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India, UK. ink trade pact, expand cooperation

The deal will benefit farmers, MSMEs, Indian
footwear, and jewellery exports, says Modi

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

ndia and the United
lKingdom signed a

Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Trade Agreement
on Thursday during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to the U.K. The deal
was signed by Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal and
his British counterpart Jo-
nathan Reynolds. The two
sides also released a re-
worked and extended
cooperation  framework,
replacing ‘Roadmap 2030’
with the ‘India-U.K. Vision
2035’ framework.

“Today marks a historic
day in our bilateral rela-
tions,” said Mr. Modi while
delivering a press state-
ment beside U.K. Prime Mi-
nister Keir Starmer at Che-
quers, the latter’s official
country residence.

Mr. Modi said the deal

India, U.K. ink trade pact, expand cooperation

would benefit Indian farm-
ers, the MSME sector, In-
dian footwear and jewel-
lery exports, as well as
seafood and engineering
goods sectors. He indicat-
ed that British medical dev-
ices and aerospace parts
would be more easily sold
in India (i.e., they would
face lower Indian tariffs).
Both sides were keen to
emphasise the benefits of
the deal to their respective
political constituents.

“There may be a swing
and a miss at times, but we
always play with a straight
bat. We are committed to
building a high-scoring, so-
lid partnership,” Mr. Modi
told Mr. Starmer, using a
cricket metaphor as India
and England battled it out
in the fourth Test match in
Manchester.

“It is good for British
workers in cutting edge
manufacturing,  whisky

Stronger bond: PM Narendra Modi

PM Modi indicates that British medical devices
and aerospace parts will face less tariffs in India

with his British counterpart Keir

Starmer at Chequers Estate in the U.K. X/@NARENDRAMOD!

distillers across Scotland
and the service sector in
London, in Manchester,
and in Leeds,” Mr. Starmer
said, listing some of the be-
nefits of the trade deal for
Britons. Indian clothes,
food, and shoes would be
less costly in the UK., he
said. The deal was Britain’s
“biggest” trade deal since
Brexit (Britain’s 2016 de-

parture from the EU), U.K.
Trade Minister Mr. Rey-
nolds told the BBC. “... And
it’s the best deal that India
has ever offered anyone,”
Mr. Reynolds said.

The deal was an-
nounced in May, more
than three years after ne-
gotiations were
relaunched.

India and the UK. also

agreed to negotiate a reci-
procal Double Contribu-
tions Convention (DCC).
This agreement would en-
sure that employers and
employees working across
borders, for a period of up
to three years, would pay
social contributions only in
one country at a given
time. The current exemp-
tion period is for one year.

Vision 2035

The Vision 2035 statement
comprises several pillars:
growth and jobs; technolo-
gy (building on the Tech-
nology Security Initiative
launched exactly a year
ago); climate; defence and
security.

The two sides agreed to
regular interaction bet-
ween the two Prime Minis-
ters and an annual review
of how Vision 2035 was be-
ing implemented, conduct-
ed at the Foreign Minister

level. The sides also dis-
cussed global and regional
issues during Thursday’s
talks.

They committed to
strengthening and reform-
ing multilateralism, specifi-
cally at the United Nations
and its Security Council,
the Commonwealth, the
World Trade Organization,
World Health Organiza-
tion, International Mone-
tary Fund, and World Bank
to “reflect contemporary
global realities”.

The UK. is a permanent
member of the UN Security
Council and supports In-
dia’s permanent member-
ship to the body.

During a press briefing
on Thursday, Foreign Se-
cretary Vikram Misri em-
phasised the significance
of such a deal being struck
in a challenging environ-
ment for trade, globally. He
was responding to a ques-

YRd, f3e< A AR gHEia ) gwer U, agar ae™

India-U.K. Trade Deal and Vision 2035 Framework

YRA-Y,&. ATIR

THEiaT 3R A= 2035 eran

India and the United Kingdom signed a Comprehensive Economic Trade

Agreement (CETA) on Thursday during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to

fhiTen 3 pemEE g Widt B 4P, AT & SR THaR S UH
IR FHSIA R GER fBu|

the U.K.
YR 3R
TP

The deal was signed by Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal and his British

cou
ENl
gxer fou|

The two sides also released a reworked and extended cooperation framework,

nterpart Jonathan Reynolds.

W qrfors w:t gy e SR 3o fafes auwer STy vHiegd A

replacing ‘Roadmap 2030’ with the ‘India-U.K. Vision 2035 framework.

G gefl 7 RISAY 2030' P Fead g YRA-g, . faw 2035' 313 & SIRY fan, s

T A: TfRa R fawariva gea e 2
“Today marks a historic day in our bilateral relations,” said Mr. Modi while
delivering a press statement beside U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer at Chequers,
the latter’s official country residence.

"3t g9 fguefty Taet o ve AfaeiRie fom 8, vurrs Widt 3 g%, yerwsh

PR TR $ 1Y 37D BN A 96 H U 9o ool g¢ Hall
Mr. Modi said the deal would benefit Indian farmers, the MSME sector, Indian
footwear and jewellery exports, as well as seafood and engineering goods

sectors.
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U.K. Minister calls the deal U.K’s ‘biggest’ since
Brexit and best deal India has ever offered anyone

tion from The Hindu on
whether the United Sta-
tes’s retrenchment from
the world and trade discus-
sions of both the countries
with the U.S. were brought
up during Mr. Modi’s and
Mr. Starmer’s bilateral
talks.

Prime Minister Modi
thanked Mr. Starmer for
his support following the
Pahalgam terror attack of
April 22. “We are united in
the belief that there is no
place for double standards
in the fight against terro-
rism,” Mr. Modi said.

The two countries
would also enhance coop-
eration on the extradition
of economic offenders, Mr.
Modi said.

Several industry bodies
welcomed  the  trade
agreement.

EDITORIAL
» PAGE 8
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ot A1t A e b a5 FHENAl WRAIT fPuTl, THEHTHS &7, YRdia Pefaaw ok
smywor Frafal, @y & wad @ ok sl el & e ugam|

He indicated that British medical devices and aerospace parts would be more
easily sold in India (i.e., they would face lower Indian tariffs).

I5iH Toba fean o fafewr fafersar Sumwor oIk waRRaw geif & YRa  fost Smam
Bl (3rfq 39 R HRIT R 7 81 |

Both sides were keen to emphasise the benefits of the deal to their respective
political constituents.

aa:ﬁt{&[ 3{T-3T TSI aTf o o 30 THA & ATHT B SR B DI SRBD
I

“There may be a swing and a miss at times, but we always play with a straight bat.
We are committed to building a high-scoring, solid partnership,” Mr. Modi told Mr.
Starmer, using a cricket metaphor.

"FH-Ff I B AHh 8, Al g1 gaRn Wieht afew Ha §1 80 T 7 I 3R
Aogd AR 991 & fog ufdeg €, ft M) 3 ot wRWR @ g1, T fbdhe e &1
I Hd gU|
“It is good for British workers in cutting-edge manufacturing, whisky distillers

across Scotland, and the service sector in London, Manchester, and Leeds,” Mr.
Starmer said.

fafewr 4firel & forw og wwsiar 9w« fafamio, wicds & R fsfed ik

ded, AR, 3R digy & Jar &7 # aHSR! 8," ol ©RWR 3 Tl

Indian clothes, food, and shoes would be less costly in the U.K., he said.

I51 Bl {F YR U, WIS 3R od .. T o1 g g1

The deal was Britain’s “biggest” trade deal since Brexit, U.K. Trade Minister Mr.

Reynolds told the BBC.

g . AR AT Y Yiees A dididt &1 garn fas ag el faes &1 sfdie F a1g

I TST" ATUR THFAT 5|

And it's the best deal that India has ever offered anyone,” Mr. Reynolds said.
3R g 9 A4 GHSIGT § Sl HRd 1 3F a& fsdt o1 faar 8, ot ¥Hicgy A Fall

The deal was announced in May, more than three years after negotiations were

relaunched.

g U 95 H "I foham a7 o1, 99 i 91 ¥ 4% J6y 91 araid iR 9 e
g3 of|

India and the U.K. also agreed to negotiate a reciprocal Double Contributions
Convention (DCC).

YR 3R g, &. 7 URNS STA HIgR=T $-A%H (DCC) W [Agd B R
BSREIGASGIE]

This agreement would ensure that employers and employees working across
borders, for a period of up to three years, would pay social contributions only in
one country at a given time.

g T g8 gRfa Hem o Fret & uR &m ax- ara e ik s,
N A1 dP B 3afy & forg, el off g Pad e W A ArAIRTS RIS S|

The current exemption period is for one year.

gduE ¥ ge ot 3afy ue au |

Vision 2035
fas= 2035

The Vision 2035 statement comprises several pillars: growth and jobs;
technology (building on the Technology Security Initiative launched exactly a
year ago); climate; defence and security.
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Taer 2035' gorion § B2 WY & RHM 3R AeR; W= (T 91 ted =
P 75 TFIaTel Faadl sARnefed W snumfa); Saary; T iR YR |

o The two sides agreed to regular interaction between the two Prime Ministers and
an annual review of how Vision 2035 was being implemented, conducted at the
Foreign Minister level.
Gl U&lt A SHT gyl & ot fFrafia Harg ok fadsr @3t R W faeH 2035 &
Had= 3t arffe e w Jgafd Sdrs |

e The sides also discussed global and regional issues during Thursday’s talks.
THAR B aral & a1 vl = I ok gt el R  ==f 31|

e They committed to strengthening and reforming multilateralism, specifically at the
United Nations and its Security Council, the Commonwealth, WTO, WHO, IMF,
and World Bank to “reflect contemporary global realities”.
I5i- TEULTE ) Helgd MR YURA & forw vfaasar o dr, ﬁxﬁww@rﬁgﬁﬂg
I I% "adA e arfawarsii of g wa |

e The U.K. is a permanent member of the UN Security Council and supports India’s
permanent membership to the body.
g%, HYE Y Y& URYE T RIMA FEH § 3R I8 39 Fpr § HRd ot Rt
Hewdl BT qHAT I ¢

o During a press briefing on Thursday, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri emphasised
the significance of such a deal being struck in a challenging environment for
trade, globally.

THAR &1 99 sifth1 § fadwr afera faspw faret 7 afye R R =R & forg
Yol ATEYe & 39 oRE 1 IS 81 & Hed Bl it Tl

e He was responding to a question from The Hindu on whether the United States’s
retrenchment from the world and trade discussions of both the countries with the
U.S. were brought up during Mr. Modi’s and Mr. Starmer’s bilateral talks.

I8 ¢ g & Ueh UY &1 IR < 8 3 I 1 Iigaa sy ikt & afye yfrer 3
D geA 3R IF <20 Bt SMRPT &A1Y ATUR aratait &7 g M) iR WRAR Bt
fguela araf & Ja1l

e Prime Minister Modi thanked Mr. Starmer for his support following the Pahalgam
terror attack of April 22.

Ty AE 3 22 3 B §T TSI Tad! gHA & 916 WRER & 90 & forg
3= y=aTe

e “We are united in the belief that there is no place for double standards in the fight
against terrorism,” Mr. Modi said.

&1 39 Ay H Uohole § b STdPare & fReTe aTs & giet Ards! & g s
R T8l 5" o 11 3 T

e The two countries would also enhance cooperation on the extradition of
economic offenders, Mr. Modi said.
o MY 3 Fe1 6 T 2w anffer SraRTiRraY & weador iR +ff AT @) Seran |

e Several industry bodies welcomed the trade agreement.

Fs SNEIRIS FTSA! 2 ATUR JASNA BT WA BT |
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'GS II: South East Asia

Associated Préss
BANGKOK

Thai and Cambodian sol-
diers clashed in several
areas along their border on
Thursday in a major escala-
tion of their conflict that
left at least 11 people dead,
mostly civilians. The two
sides fired small arms, ar-
tillery and rockets, and
Thailand also called in air
strikes.

Thai villagers could be
seen on video fleeing their
homes to seek shelter as
the clashes began in the
morning.

Fighting was ongoing in
at least six areas along the
border, Thai Defence Mi-
nistry spokesperson Sura-
sant Kongsiri said.

The trigger for the clash-
es was a mine explosion
along the border on Wed-
nesday that wounded five
Thai soldiers and led Bang-
kok to withdraw its Ambas-
sador to Cambodia and ex-
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pelled Cambodia’s.

Thailand has also sealed
all land border crossings
while urging its citizens to
leave Cambodia.

The Southeast Asian
neighbours have long-
standing border disputes
that periodically flare
along their 800-km fron-
tier and usually result in
brief confrontations that
sometimes involves ex-
changes of gunfire.

But relations have dete-
riorated sharply since a
confrontation in May that
killed a Cambodian soldier,
and Thursday’s clashes
were far bigger in scale and
intensity than usual.

The first clash on Thurs-
day morning happened in
an area near the ancient Ta
Muen Thom temple along
the border of Thailand’s
Surin province and Cam-
bodia’s Oddar Meanchey
province.

A video from the Thai
side showed people run-

People wait in line to get food at a shelter in Thailand’s Buriram
province on Thursday, following clashes along the border. REUTERS

ning from their homes and
hiding in a concrete bunk-
er as explosions sounded.
The Thai army said its
forces heard a drone be-
fore seeing six armed Cam-
bodian soldiers moving
closer to Thai military posi-
tions at the border. It said
Thai soldiers tried to shout
at them to defuse the situa-
tion, but the Cambodian
side started to open fire.
Cambodia’s Defence Mi-

nistry, however, said Thai-
land deployed a drone first
before opening fire, and
that Cambodia “acted
strictly within the bounds
of self-defence, responding
to an unprovoked incur-
sion by Thai troops that

violated our territorial
integrity”.
PM writes to UN

Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Manet wrote to the

current President of the
UN Security Council asking
for an urgent meeting “to
stop Thailand’s aggres-
sion”.

The Thai army said it la-
ter launched air strikes on
military targets in Cambo-
dia, while the Cambodian
Defence Ministry said the
Thai jets dropped bombs
on a road near the ancient
Preah Vihear temple,
which has been the site of
some of the most promi-
nent and violent past con-
flicts between the
countries.

Thailand’s Foreign Mi-
nistry accused Cambodia
of attacking both military
and non-military sites in
Thailand, including a
hospital.

Acting Prime Minister
Phumtham Wechayachai
said 11 people have died,
including 10 civilians and
one soldier.

Meanwhile
been injured,

28 have
four of

lashes between Thai and Cambodian forces

whom were soldiers and
the rest civilians.

On Wednesday, Thai-
land withdrew its ambassa-
dor to Cambodia and ex-
pelled the Cambodian
ambassador to protest the
mine blast that wounded
its soldiers.

Thai authorities alleged
the mines were newly laid
along paths that both sides
had agreed were supposed
to be safe. They said the
mines were Russian-made
and not of a type employed
by Thailand’s military.

Cambodia rejected
Thailand’s account as
“baseless  accusations,”

pointing out that many un-
exploded mines and other
ordnance are a legacy of
20th century wars and
unrest.

Cambodia also down-
graded diplomatic rela-
tions, recalling all Cambo-
dian staff on Thursday
from its embassy in
Bangkok.

11 killed in clashes between Thai and Cambodian forces

YTs 3R Haifears A1 & S 1Sy H 11 @1 AR MY

Thai-Cambodian Border Clashes

YTS-halfear WAT Tad

e Thai and Cambodian soldiers clashed in several areas along their border on
Thursday in a major escalation of their conflict that left at least 11 people dead,
mostly civilians.

Wﬁm‘sﬁva@ﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬁ%aﬂawﬁ@nﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁaﬁ@n oY
3% U o] U g1 fAR U1, s o/ A S 11 AN &1 Aid 81 73, e
TSR ANTR® Y|

e The two sides fired small arms, artillery and rockets, and Thailand also called in
air strikes.

éﬁ;ﬁq&ﬁﬁaﬁ%ﬁﬁuﬁ,?ﬁﬁsﬁﬂﬁﬁ‘fﬁm%m, 3R YIEeS A garg g ot
|

e Thai villagers could be seen on video fleeing their homes to seek shelter as the

clashes began in the morning.

o gag TR o1d &) ST 7 41 ATl Y S TR BISHY IR0 A & fog
YRTA T <4 77|

o Fighting was ongoing in at least six areas along the border, Thai Defence Ministry

spokesperson Surasant Kongsiri said.

TS &M HATTT & e GR¥d PITRIT = Fa1 {6 TS FH A A g A A
SIS oIRY ot

e The trigger for the clashes was a mine explosion along the border on Wednesday
that wounded five Thai soldiers and led Bangkok to withdraw its Ambassador to

Cambodia and expelled Cambodia’s.

Ty & AT} T gUaR &1 W1 uR gU aredt g3 fawwpie off, o uia org
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AP I 1 7T 3R TP HRUT SH(P - HASTAT A U ISTgd Pt a9 el
forar SR HaifEar & veiga &1 AR #= e

Thailand has also sealed all land border crossings while urging its citizens to
leave Cambodia.

yrsas 3 gt Ryefta JHT AR ) §¢ B o @ 8k 3o ARl § waifear Siegq
&1 3R fHar B

The Southeast Asian neighbours have longstanding border disputes that
periodically flare along their 800-km frontier and usually result in brief confrontations
that sometimes involve exchanges of gunfire.

2 cférur-gd ulRemE uSiRat & s dd gea 3 T faare § S awa-awg w800
franftex ddl A R HSHd @A § 3R HHAR R MATTRY & 1Y SIS THra o
ged S § |

But relations have deteriorated sharply since a confrontation in May that killed a
Cambodian soldier, and Thursday’s clashes were far bigger in scale and
intensity than usual.

Aftr1 95 ® T U THvrg, S U walfears af s @1 dia gl 1. &, & ae ¥
;j;ﬁgﬁ%msiaﬁﬁ%m%, 3R AR & Y IHI ¥ 1! e 93 iR

I

The first clash on Thursday morning happened in an area near the ancient Ta Muen
Thom temple along the border of Thailand’s Surin province and Cambodia’s
Oddar Meanchey province.

AR Jag o1 gl fUgd yrsds & GRA wid iR Haifew & iR H= wid 3!
1 TR Ryq uri= a1 gud 4w e & ue §s |

A video from the Thai side showed people running from their homes and hiding in a
concrete bunker as explosions sounded.

TS U8l I 31T T difsal § all ! SUF BRI A URTA 3R YW Pt STaTe & o
Pepic & ab | foud gu fowmr m|

The Thai army said its forces heard a drone before seeing six armed Cambodian
soldiers moving closer to Thai military positions at the border.

4TS T 7 Fel for ST §all A TP S B AT G, 59 91 7T [ B8
TRARET Haifears e U 39 f3HH & U 31133 U

It said Thai soldiers tried to shout at them to defuse the situation, but the
Cambodian side started to open fire.

I5H Bl b UTs AT A RUTT BT 21id A & o I8 FRIedn &% Aed ot SR
31, AfchT HaIfSars ver A Mierai Tamt IR H2 &I

Cambodia’s Defence Ministry, however, said Thailand deployed a drone first
before opening fire, and that Cambodia “acted strictly within the bounds of self-
defence, responding to an unprovoked incursion by Thai troops that violated our
territorial integrity”.

BT PalfedT P & HATed - Hl b YrEds 3 Ugd S Vo 3R i Mitrai
TIATS, 3R Hafear 3 Hel f IT7 e ot i F Waw &t forar, sik Ui
Al B fa-1 IHard aTell gHde &1 oaTd o, o garRt &g srasdr &1
I g3l

PM writes to UN

TUTHAT 7 WY MY B oA Rran

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet wrote to the current President of the UN
Security Council asking for an urgent meeting “to stop Thailand’s aggression”.
SIS FUFHAT g1 HME - HYed Y Y& URYG & TuT sl ol 0 forge
YIS BT SMPTHG AT DY A P Y ITUTT I3 oM 1 SRy |

The Thai army said it later launched air strikes on military targets in Cambodia,
while the Cambodian Defence Ministry said the Thai jets dropped bombs on a road
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near the ancient Preah Vihear temple, which has been the site of some of the most
prominent and violent past conflicts between the countries.

TS T A 916 B &gl [ 39 daifear & A9 foami R garg gaa frg, el
FHESUT & & HATT 7 Hel fF urg w2 urhi= e fagwR wfer & o ot te
TSH R 9 fARTE, 5t fob 1 <= & ot wad w3k fdae Tusf &1 ®=Ia @1 8|
Thailand’s Foreign Ministry accused Cambodia of attacking both military and non-
military sites, including a hospital.

TEAE % IR T 3 HaSaT W SR T B S 871 ok XAy R
IR gHa far, o uer srare of =i g

Acting Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai said 11 people have died,
including 10 civilians and one soldier.

TUTTHEA GHYY ITATEE A Fel 6 11 TN B 1 §s ¢, ForH 10
AR SR Td & id B
Meanwhlle 28 have been |njured four of whom were soldiers and the rest civilians.

Jg1, 28 T 91 g¢, 50 T IR A% 3R F1at AR B

On Wednesday, Thailand withdrew its ambassador to Cambodia and expelled

the Cambodian ambassador to protest the mine blast that wounded its soldiers.

JYAR D RS - HAITSTT A U IoIgd P aT9 galT forn iR FHaifears eigd

Wmm, %meﬁ&mﬁ%$waﬁ$ﬁﬁuﬁ
arl

Thai authorities alleged the mines were newly laid along paths that both sides had
agreed were supposed to be safe.

TS SHTABINGT = RIT T foh Fi g1t gt | fy\rs 18 off 37 I=al R forg aAf
el = GRI& & =i foba ol

They said the mines were Russian-made and not of a type employed by Thailand’s
military.

35 Bal [ T J3Il wAi-FAffa i siR oS 1 gRT Uit fobw 70 U &1 187 off|
Cambodia rejected Thailand’s account as “baseless accusations,” pointing out
that many unexploded mines and other ordnance are a legacy of 20th-century wars
and unrest.

HAITSTT A YTSels & Mdl B "IgATE RIY™ FdTd U WIS B ¢1 3R Hel fb
ﬁ&mﬁamﬁaﬁ?mmzoﬁaz&%gﬁaﬁ?maﬁm%l
Cambodia also downgraded diplomatic relations, recalling all Cambodian staff
on Thursday from its embassy in Bangkok.

Harear 7 Hf gedifaw daul 1 ger SR TFAR B d6ie RRUT 3+ gaard I
Tt HafEaTs wrw &) araw gar o)
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PM’s Maldives trip signals improved ties

Narendra Modi to attend the island nation's 60th Independence Day celebration in Male tomorrow; several agreements likely to be signed; there has
been improvement in ties between the countries since September 2023, when Mohamed Muizzu used the ‘India out’ plank during his poll campaign

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

hen Prime Mi-
w nister Naren-
dra Modi at-
tends the Maldives’s 60th
Independence Day cele-
bration in capital Male on
Thursday, his presence will
mark a major turnaround
in ties between the neigh-
bours — something that
neither side might have fo-
reseen 18 months ago.
Although Mohamed
Muizzu used the ‘India out’
plank — taking off on a
campaign by former Presi-
dent Abdulla Yameen — for
his successful presidential
bid in September 2023,
there was a notable thaw in
the Maldives’s India ties
within months, seen in the
meeting of the leaders of
both countries on the side-
lines of the UN COP-28 cli-
mate summit in Dubai in
December 2023, where
they agreed to bolster eco-
nomic partnership and pe-
ople-to-people ties.

Ups and downs

However, early 2024 saw a
rapid decline in the rela-
tionship again, with junior

Maldivian Ministers mak-
ing derogatory remarks
against Mr. Modi in con-
nection with his Lakshad-
weep visit, and a shrill, ap-
parently well-coordinated
“Boycott Maldives” cam-
paign that dominated In-
dian social media soon af-
ter, threatening the
country’s tourism-reliant
economy.

Returning from a five-
day visit to China in Janu-
ary 2024, President Muiz-
zu told local media that the
Maldives might be a small
island nation, but that did
not allow others to “bully”
the country and that the
Maldives “is not in
anyone’s backyard”. In
March 2024, Mr. Muizzu
said no Indian military per-
sonnel, not even those in
civilian clothing, would be
present in his country after
May 10, 2024. By early May
last year, India fully pulled
out its troops from the Mal-
dives, meeting the dea-
dline set by President
Muizzu, with a compro-
mise of replacing them
with technical personnel.

Subsequently, ties saw
an improvement, paving
the way for President Muiz-

Diplomatic meeting: Narendra Modi and Mohamed Muizzu during
the COP28 climate summit in the UAE on December 1, 2023. PTI

ZU’s state visit to India in
October 2024, even as the
island nation was strug-
gling with its debt burden
and widening fiscal deficit
that some feared might
push it towards default.
After the two leaders
met in New Delhi, India
signed a crucial currency
swap agreement — availa-
ble until 2027 — with the
Maldives for $750 million,
to help the island nation

tide over its current foreign
currency crunch. The two
countries also agreed on a
“vision statement” for a
“comprehensive economic
and maritime security
partnership” going for-
ward. In May 2025, India
rolled over a $50-million
Treasury bill to support the
country to bolster its re-
serves and stabilise its
economy.

Today, Indian flags have

PM’s Maldives trip signals improved ties
WUTHE @) Aradia anm A Jaul § GUR & Jdbd
Narendra Modi to attend the island nation’s 60th Independence Day celebration in

Male tomorrow; several agreements likely to be signed; there has been improvement

in ties between the countries since September 2023, when Mohamed Muizzu used
the ‘India out’ plank during his poll campaign

s A1 wa A A ik Y F 603 TadAar iiaw FARIE A Wfyd gi; 7S aughal )
TEIER §IH Dt HHTGT; ﬁmanon%mﬁaﬁr%qﬁ%ﬁaweﬁﬁgwgan% EC)

HIgWE Y39 7 31U+ gATd ST & SR 'HIRd B 9T8% BRI &1 ART f&ar 4Tl

¢ When Prime Minister Narendra Modi attends the Maldives’s 60th Independence

Day celebration in capital Male on Thursday, his presence will mark a major

been put up across Male,
sources based in the capi-
tal city told The Hindu on
Thursday, to welcome In-
dia’s Prime Minister, who
is scheduled to arrive on
Friday morning from the
United Kingdom. This is
amid considerable social
media criticism of the Mal-
divian government from
detractors. Mr. Modi is the
first head of state to visit
the Maldives since Presi-
dent Muizzu assumed of-
fice in November 2023.

‘Hard work’

“It’s a question of working
hard at a relationship,” Fo-
reign Secretary Vikram
Misri said, in a special me-
dia briefing on Tuesday, re-
ferring to the positive shift
in India-Maldives ties. Ob-
serving that “there will al-
ways be events that will im-
pact or try to intrude on
the relationship”, he point-
ed to the “kind of atten-
tion” that has been paid to
the relationship, including
at the highest levels.

“We have continued to
work at it ...we have also
been in very close discus-
sions with our partners in
the Maldives to provide

clarity and assurances
about what it is that we
want to do bilaterally, and I
think the result is there for
all to see,” he told reporters
in New Delhi.

Describing the joint vi-
sion for an “India-Maldives
comprehensive economic
and maritime security
partnership” as the “guid-
ing framework” for bilater-
al ties, Mr. Misri said New
Delhi has seen nearly half-
a-dozen Ministerial-level vi-
sits from the Maldives in
the first six months of this
year. During Mr. Modi’s vi-
sit a set of agreements
across sectors is expected.
The two sides are likely to
agree on the terms of refe-
rence for the Free Trade
Agreement under negotia-
tion. Agreements in new
areas of cooperation, in-
cluding renewable energy,
fisheries, digital infrastruc-
ture are to be firmed up.

Prior to Mr. Modi, form-
er Sri Lankan President
Maithripala Sirisena and
former Prime Minister of
Pakistan Nawaz Sharif par-
ticipated as Guests of Ho-
nour in the Maldives’s In-
dependence Day events in
2015 and 2017 respectively.

turnaround in ties between the neighbours — something that neither side might
have foreseen 18 months ago.
9 GUTHEA % Al) AR DI ATAGId B 60d] Taa=rar fgad TaRIg H Aoy
AT § U 1, @ It IURTS TSI G2 o dia 98 dIgard ol fafgd saft — T
$S Sl 18 WEH g bl A 7g7 Hram 1|

¢ Although Mohamed Muizzu used the ‘India out’ plank — taking off on a campaign
by former President Abdulla Yameen — for his successful presidential bid in
September 2023, there was a notable thaw in the Maldives’s India ties within

months, seen in the meeting of the leaders of both countries on the sidelines of the
UN COP-28 climate summit in Dubai in December 2023, where they agreed to

bolster economic partnership and people-to-people ties.
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Ups and downs
JdR-deld
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o However, early 2024 saw a rapid decline in the relationship again, with junior
Maldivian Ministers making derogatory remarks against Mr. Modi in connection
with his Lakshadweep visit, and a shrill, apparently well-coordinated “Boycott
Maldives” campaign that dominated Indian social media soon after, threatening the
country’s tourism-reliant economy.
gTdifes 2024 P (B3 H Tael & dwt FARTae <l 78, o9 ATadia & Sy vt 3
ft It Bt AT AT Y AR SufeS fRwfir & ok 39 a8 YRd o
“UTALIg BT IESPR” SRft U TIfSa e WiEan giew = 81 718, s axr ot
qieA-FAR srfegawir &1 TarT 3T gal

e Returning from a five-day visit to China in January 2024, President Muizzu told
local media that the Maldives might be a small island nation, but that did not allow
others to “bully” the country and that the Maldives “is not in anyone’s backyard”.

ARt 2024 H 99 1 uig fGaiia amn @ died & a1e Ayuid geoe] A R Hifsar

J Pgl & ATIdia T Biel gIdT 21 81 Ihdl 8, Afp 9B Hdod I8 gl [P Bl
Wt I “4HPT” Tobdl &, 3R A la “fopelt & fUare & 78 2~

e In March 2024, Mr. Muizzu said no Indian military personnel, not even those in
civilian clothing, would be present in his country after May 10, 2024. By early May,
India fully pulled out its troops from the Maldives, meeting the deadline, with a
compromise of replacing them with technical personnel.

uTd 2024 T ot GEooL A el [ g Wt URdg =, g8t 9o for fafae dime &
1ft, 10 7 2024 & 91 AGIEIT & HIS[G Ta! @1 HE I YT d% HRI - Adcid 9
3o AT B! gt ave get foram, 3R 3% aw-iat wifal I agan & wHEia & A1y
JHGHHT ST 9T |

e Subsequently, ties saw an improvement, paving the way for President Muizzu’s
state visit to India in October 2024, even as the island nation was struggling with
its debt burden and widening fiscal deficit that some feared might push it towards
default.

P dI¢ Heei § JUR gan, o 2024 H ITPUf FISo] BT WIRA AT BT
T I 3T, Taih g0 <=1 BT & T 3R fawiig u1e & favar @ S 3 4,
o U1 fewiee &t SRt off SIS S 3a! ot

o After the two leaders met in New Delhi, India signed a crucial currency swap
agreement — available until 2027 — with the Maldives for $750 million, to help
the island nation tide over its foreign currency crunch.

G Adrsit 31 715 faedtt & garehTd & a1 YRd A HIagd &A1Y $750 Fas &1 v
Gl o SreaT-ag el TS [T, STt 2027 T AN @, S € 32 1
fae=h gg1 Jwe ¥ IR # Heg fia|

e The two countries also agreed on a “vision statement” for a “comprehensive
economic and maritime security partnership” going forward.
G SR 31 Fgd gU “aTu® ST 3R st JR&T ATSieR” & forg ta “fase
weHer W ggHfd ouad B

e In May 2025, India rolled over a $50-million Treasury bill to support the country to
bolster its reserves and stabilise its economy.
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Today, Indian flags have been put up across Male, sources based in the capital city
told The Hindu on Thursday, to welcome India’s Prime Minister, who is scheduled
to arrive on Friday morning from the United Kingdom.

THAR $I, AU AT H HRANT FiS T T &, o1 b & foeg b1 R Gt A
ST, Ty FUTTHA HI o1 W a1 o 9eb, S LhaR Gag Trges fhmsa &
qgail I

This is amid considerable social media criticism of the Maldivian government
from detractors.

g@'wﬂﬁwﬁﬁwéwmﬁaﬁawaﬂmﬂ%mwmﬂﬁw
|

Mr. Modi is the first head of state to visit the Maldives since President Muizzu
assumed office in November 2023.

ot A1) ugd APTAE § O AdER 2023 H APUFT oo F SRR HHIEH & 915
nmaﬁaaﬁwwgw@%l

‘Hard work’

“It's a question of working hard at a relationship,” Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
said, in a special media briefing on Tuesday, referring to the positive shift in India-
Maldives ties.

75 f¥zd Bt Aga A YT &1 A ¢, fad=r afre fasww frdt 3 draar «t
% faRiv o9 araf & yRA-Aradia dadf § S PRI Igard 31 3R SRT B
gy dell
Observing that “there will always be events” that will impact or try to intrude on
the relationship, he pointed to the “kind of attention” that has been paid to the
relationship, including at the highest levels.

I D5l [ “GHRN $O YT g I N2l ! gUTiad a1 FIftrd o= &1 IR
gﬂﬁ ﬁ%sﬂmmmﬁﬁsﬂm&mmwmﬁmﬁﬁm% oA

T™argl

“We have continued to work at it ...we have also been in very close discussions
with our partners in the Maldives to provide clarity and assurances about what it is
that we want to do bilaterally, and | think the result is there for all to see,” he told
reporters in New Delhi.

“GH 39 IR TR BT fhaT §... 80 AIAEIT & 304 JRIGRI & I1Y Bd} arddid A#
@ ¢, difer TqgdT 3R HRT fean off O b gH fgueha =7 @ 31 &1 7igd §, 9k
IRT AT B fob 53T uRom e A 8, S 78 fawh § Rt § FeTl

Describing the joint vision for an “India-Maldives comprehensive economic and
maritime security partnership” as the “guiding framework” for bilateral ties, Mr.
Misri said New Delhi has seen nearly half-a-dozen Ministerial-level visits from the
Maldives in the first six months of this year.

“YR-ATadId FATId e ok Tt JRam At & faw g efRwior o
«famm-fERIe grar sard gu A it 3 w1 % 98 RRweht 7 59 99 & ugd o8
TEHT A ATAda | AT STYT ol WA TR P A S 7

During Mr. Modi’s visit a set of agreements across sectors is expected.

off A} ot e & SR AT &= § ® JHEhd 811 P GHITT ]

The two sides are likely to agree on the terms of reference for the Free Trade
Agreement under negotiation.

3T 981 Yo SATUR IS (FTA) & for Te =raf R wgwd 8 9ad |
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Clean hoiise
Septic tank desludging must be
mechanised completely
B ehind the hazardous cleaning deaths of

150 people in 2022 and 2023, a social au-
dit of 54 of which the Ministry of Social
Justice has tabled in Parliament, lies a deleterious
business model. Local contractors had hired 38;
only five were on a government payroll. The rest
were public sector workers ‘loaned’ to private
employers, obscuring liability. Progress on this
front has lagged despite the Prohibition of Em-
ployment as Manual Scavengers and their Reha-
bilitation Act 2013, court orders, Swachh Bharat
advisories, and the 2023 National Action for Me-
chanised Sanitation Ecosystem (NAMASTE)
scheme. A 2024 Parliament reply said 57,758
workers were engaged in hazardous cleaning na-
tionwide but only 16,791 PPE kits were supplied.
Fewer than 14,000 had received health cards and
only 837 safety workshops had been conducted
in 4,800 urban local bodies. There are at least
two bright spots, however. In Odisha, identified
workers have PPE kits and access to mechanised
desludging vehicles and Tamil Nadu has piloted
sewer robots in Chennai to clean over 5,000
manholes. Technology and political will can thus
deliver the desired results but little has reached
most districts. Experts also flagged a near-com-
plete lack of data on rural sanitation workers.
India’s real problem is enforcement. Industry
members have said most underground infras-
tructure can be cleaned robotically if capital sub-
sidies and operator training expand, yet govern-
ment tenders often solicit manual bids. Most
emergency response sanitation units are paper
tigers. Only 14 crore has been released so far un-
der the NAMASTE scheme, insufficient to me-
chanise sewer cleaning in even one major city. In
the event of a worker death, police routinely
book the lowest ranking supervisor or classify the
death as an accident. The Supreme Court has
asked for offending contracts to be cancelled and
monetary liabilities imposed on principal em-
ployers, but local bodies are still to notify such
rules. Two-thirds of validated workers are also
Dalits, yet rehabilitation packages rarely include
housing or scholarships that might help families
exit contemptible occupations. Women who still
sweep dry latrines receive even less policy atten-
tion. Among other measures, urban local bodies
must mechanise sewer-cleaning post haste, and
make it a licensed trade, and operating without a
valid certificate a cognisable offence. Loans for
workers to operate the machines that replace ma-
nual entry should be upscaled and linked to gua-
ranteed service contracts from municipalities. Fi-
nally, the national government should include
septic tank desludging under the Swachh Bharat
rural budget and extend NAMASTE profiling to

gram panchayats.

. Agreements in new areas of cooperation, including
renewable energy, fisheries, and digital infrastructure are
to be firmed up.

Tdieeiig Sul, Te ureH iR f3fored ShReaR o
WA & ¢ &t & gughd 5T o B

. Prior to Mr. Modi, former Sri Lankan President
Maithripala Sirisena and former Prime Minister of Pakistan
Nawaz Sharif participated as Guests of Honour in the
Maldives’s Independence Day events in 2015 and 2017

r tivel
A 1 vt rerord ergafy Edfaren Refrder o ud
UIfp &I GUTHHAT FaTe TR = 2015 3R 2017 H AT

o aAdl Gy GaRTg! ¥ g Sifafy & =u o yr feram |

Clean House
Ty YR

Behind the hazardous cleaning deaths

WS TS § g8 Hidl & fie

. Behind the hazardous cleaning deaths of 150 people
in 2022 and 2023, a social audit of 54 of which the Ministry of
Social Justice has tabled in Parliament, lies a deleterious
business model.

2022 30X 2023 ¥ 150 AN B} RIS BT | g3 Hidl &

0, T ¥ 54 AT BT TS Sfifge FHISS <

g’amﬁﬁaaﬁuﬁaﬁ?m%, & PR AEAIAP Alsd
I

. Local contractors had hired 38; only five were on a

government payroll.

R SHeRI = 38 AN &1 fAgad far, fomd 9 Sad uig

WHRI da- W Y|

. The rest were public sector workers ‘loaned’ to

prlvate employers, obscuring liability.

m%%mﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁtﬁwﬁﬁ
I 9 T U1, Y SaTaes! Sy 8 TS

. Progress on this front has lagged despite the
Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and
their Rehabilitation Act 2013, court orders, Swachh Bharat
advisories, and the 2023 National Action for Mechanised
Sanitation Ecosystem (NAMASTE) scheme.
sﬂaaﬁuvﬁ-reﬁﬁrgﬂ%, e 2013 & BTY & AT e W)
ufasy iR gare ifufaw, srererd smeRi, Wes yRd &1
TaTel, 3R 2023 BT NAMASTE TS & STAq[G |

. A 2024 Parliament reply said 57,758 workers were
engaged in hazardous cleaning nationwide but only 16,791
PPE kits were supplied.

2024 ¥ 3i¥e # f3T ¢ W & 3R, /U H 57,758
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FHART WS ABTs H o1 A Afd Had 16,791 PPE fbed g faakd &1 15

Fewer than 14,000 had received health cards and only 837 safety workshops had
been conducted in 4,800 urban local bodies.

14,000 T HH HHATNG! H! WA TS WA 3R Had 837 JR&T SRIRTATY 5t 4,800
TR frerl § oo ot 15|

There are at least two bright spots, however.

BTy, H F HH &I AHRIHD SGTeXT & |

In Odisha, identified workers have PPE kits and access to mechanised desludging
vehicles.

3= # fafeq wHaal & o PPE fobed § ol A=fiitevor arat vt ge ara
qre-il Bt gl g

Tamil Nadu has piloted sewer robots in Chennai to clean over 5,000 manholes.
afireTg A 398 | Hiar Aaiel &1 urdee udier o g o 5,000 & it
ATEied &) IHTE g8

Technology and political will can thus deliver the desired results but little has
reached most districts.

SHfo WRNfret 3R Ierifas gseTife aifsd uRomd ¢ 9ol &, e SargraR
fSreif @& g 4 ugen ¢

Experts also flagged a near-complete lack of data on rural sanitation workers.
fa=Iwl = ymfior Tassar HHATRGl IR T Bt @I quf H4t &1 off Ywifed foar|
India’s real problem is enforcement.

YR DT 3l T BT BT U ¢

Industry members have said most underground infrastructure can be cleaned
robotically if capital subsidies and operator training expand, yet government
tenders often solicit manual bids.

TN IS AN A Pl ¢ b afe goit Afeds) iR sifu¥ex ufieror 9, o siftrmiw
YT SqERaAT Aaed TU | A1F B o Gl g, R Hf TReR & fAfaene
SRR A=g3ra fAfaere &t smwfia sl €1
Most emergency response sanitation units are pa er tigers.

S AT SHISAT Had DRIV & |
Only ¥14 crore has been released so far under the NAMASTE scheme, insufficient
to mechanise sewer cleaning in even one major city.

3§ T NAMASTE TISiHIT & d8d $ad €14 B8 SR fHu U 8, of fhdl v o8
ex # W Hiaw w1 & weiiierur & fore eroatw §|

In the event of a worker death, police routinely book the lowest ranking supervisor
or classify the death as an accident.

ofe; forsdt HE) Pt 9og 31 B, o IR 3mdR R e e wR & wddere &t
&nﬂtﬂaﬂﬁ%mwﬁﬁmaﬁawé‘cﬁ%l

The Supreme Court has asked for offending contracts to be cancelled and
monetary liabilities imposed on principal employers, but local bodies are still to
notify such rules.

T I 7 gt 3F 5 B 3R g FHaaarsit R snfde qifie uis &1 fdw
foar §, dfer =ity fRera ot 9o U8 fam siftgfera =18 R e 8

Two-thirds of validated workers are also Dalits, yet rehabilitation packages rarely
include housing or scholarships that might help families exit contemptible
occupations.

T U el # 9 §1-fagrs gfera 8, iR +ft yata 9% # =mag & ot
STATY 91 BEAgHal M giel €, St URaR! & eSS sqaard) o aTe¥
e 1 7 R IS |
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e Women who still sweep dry latrines receive even less policy attention.
afgemd S 3@ Hf G ATl B GwTs S0l §, S Ao e R ot
LI

¢ Among other measures, urban local bodies must mechanise sewer-cleaning
post haste, and make it a licensed trade, and operating without a valid
certificate a cognisable offence.

317 JUT & -1, R R e ot 2ftvrar 3 Hiaw 9w o1
TRAHROT 3T TR, S AR SATYR F9H1 A1, 3R ae FHTOrGH & fa=T
HATA DI G- SURTY Y AT A1

o Loans for workers to operate the machines that replace manual entry should be
upscaled and linked to guaranteed service contracts from municipalities.

TG3E YA HI S8 A4 areht A=A Tenferd e & forg sdanfal «f i 9F arat
%ﬁm?{maﬁq@?ﬁmﬁwﬁﬁmﬂwﬁmmﬁﬁﬁh@w

I
+ Finally, the national government should include septic tank desludging under the

Swachh Bharat rural budget and extend NAMASTE profiling to gram

panchayats
3, AP IRBR F| WS HRT AT gole & ded S b 3 Tael gem ot
mﬁwmmm%n 3R NAMASTE MWTS{eT &1 U Yeamg«l 9@ fawaid

AT 18T

National Action for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem NAMASTE Scheme

* NAMASTE (National Action for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem) is a Central
Sector Scheme launched by the Government of India in 2022 with an aim to eradicate
hazardous manual cleaning of sewers and septic tanks and ensure the safety, dignity,
and livelihood security of sanitation workers.

* The scheme marks a paradigm shift from manual to mechanized cleaning and
supports the government’s commitment to the “Swachh Bharat Mission — Urban” and
the prohibition of manual scavenging under the Prohibition of Employment as
Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013.

Key Ministries Involved

* Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment (MoSJE) — Nodal ministry for
implementation.

* Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) — Key partner in urban sanitation
and mechanization.

Key Features of NAMASTE

Coverage and Funding

* It is a Central Sector Scheme — 100% funded by the Central Government.

* Initially being implemented in 500 AMRUT cities (Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and
Urban Transformation cities).

Target Beneficiaries

* Sewer and septic tank workers, including those engaged in hazardous cleaning tasks.
* Focus on identifying sanitation workers and their families, including those not
formally recognized yet.

Objectives of NAMASTE

* Eradicate unsafe manual cleaning practices and ensure zero fatalities.

* Provide access to alternative livelihoods through skill development and

entrepreneurship. <t
» Facilitate convergence of central schemes such as: (Q
. MUDRA g
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e DAY-NULM (Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana — National Urban Livelihoods
Mission)
e« PM SVANIdhi
Components of NAMASTE
* Identification of Sanitation Workers through municipal surveys and mobilization
drives.
» Capacity Building and Skill Training to upskill sanitation workers into safer roles or
alternate occupations.
* Provision of Safety Equipment and Machines to ensure complete mechanization of
sanitation.
* Livelihood Assistance through:
e Credit linkages (e.g., PM SVANIidhi loans)
e Entrepreneurship development
* Health Insurance and Welfare Schemes access through convergence with
Ayushman Bharat, ESIC, and other government schemes.
* Monitoring System: Development of a dedicated digital platform to track
beneficiaries, equipment, training, and rehabilitation.
Significance of NAMASTE
* Moves from punitive enforcement (banning manual scavenging) to transformative
empowerment.
* Addresses occupational safety, social stigma, and economic vulnerability of
sanitation workers.
* Supports India’s SDG commitments, especially:
e SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation
e SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth
e SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities
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The India-UK. FTA spells a poor deal for public health

GS |I: India-UK

R R AR L LR L L L '

ndia and the United Kingdom have signed
their Free Trade Agreement (FTA), with the
Union Commerce and Industry Minister,
Piyush Goyal, and the British Business and
Trade Secretary, Jonathan Reynolds, signing the
deal on July 24, 2025, during the visit of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to the U.K. On July 22,
2025, the Union Cabinet, Government of India
had approved the FTA. Officially called the
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement,
this FTA was first announced on the conclusion of
negotiations on May 6, 2025.

The India-U.K. FTA is good news from the
economic perspectives of both countries.
However, the FTA could pose a public health
challenge for India. It will allow tariff-free entry —
and thus lower prices — for U.K.-made food
products such as biscuits, chocolates and soft
drinks in India, many of which would fit into the
categorisation of High Fat, Sugar and Salt (HFSS),
posing grave long-term health risks. Cheaper
prices supplemented by the expected aggressive
marketing and advertising campaigns could prove
harmful from the point of view of the health of
citizens.

The case of Mexico

Concerns about the FTA and its adverse public
health impact are not hypothetical. In 1992, when
the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) was signed between Mexico, the United
States and Canada, Mexico made the mistake of
not implementing robust public health
safeguards. In the years that followed, Mexico
experienced the following: a dramatic rise in
imports of cheap, sugary drinks, snacks and
processed foods; a surge in the consumption of
HFSS food products, and a steep rise in
diet-related diseases, obesity and diabetes.
Mexico could halt the rise in the sale of HFSS
products and manage lifestyle diseases only
when it introduced stringent public health
regulatory mechanisms such as a ‘Soda Tax” and
warning labels upfront in 2014.

From a public health viewpoint, the India-U.K.
FTA is a concern for India. While the sale of
unhealthy food products in the U.K. is relatively
better regulated, the regulatory framework is
sub-optimal in India. For example, the U.K. has
implemented a ban on the advertising of HFSS
products on television and online. The ban on
such TV advertisements before 9 p.m., and a
complete ban on paid online advertisements for
HFSS products will come into effect on October 1,
2025. Similarly, the U.Ks traffic light
Front-of-Pack Nutrition Labelling (FOPNL) system
uses a colour-coded system to help consumers
quickly understand the nutritional content of
packaged foods and drinks. For example, green
indicates low levels of fat, saturated fat, sugar,
and salt, amber indicates medium, while red
indicates high. This system helps consumers
make healthier choices.

India lacks binding restrictions on junk food
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The entry of
cheaper junk
food as a result
of a free trade
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prove to be
expensive in
terms of

public health

advertisements targeting children; the existing
regulations are not effectively enforced and
routinely flouted. India relies on self-regulation
through the Advertising Standards Council of
India, which is an industry body. There is ample
evidence that in the food sector ‘industry
self-regulation’ is rarely and partially effective.
There are a few regulations that prohibit
misleading advertisements, i.e., the Advertising
Code of the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting; however, regulatory bodies are
often unable to identify misleading
advertisements or, if done so, no penalty is
assigned. The cartoon mascots on food products
targeted at children on the one hand and
celebrity endorsements on the other normalise
unhealthy choices. The use of celebrities and
sportspersons are key to these tactics. Many of
these celebrities have privately acknowledged
that they do not use the products which they
publicly promote and advertise. Yet, such
deceitful behaviour has never resulted in social or
public outrage.

The problem with India’s ‘star rating”

In India, the issue of a mandatory FOPNL is
pending for want of a decision on the right type
of labels and amendments under the Food Safety
and Standards (Labelling and Display)
Regulations, 2020. While evidence from various
studies is that all types of warning labels help in
reducing the consumption of HFSS, the most
effective are the use of warning labels. Yet, Indian
authorities are more interested in the use of “star
rating”, which could be misleading and less
effective. Therefore, the process of introducing a
warning system on packaged food is slow. For
example, in September 2022, there were
proposed amendments to introduce mandatory
warning labels. Yet, three years later, the
amendments remain on paper. After a Public
Interest Litigation in April 2025, the Supreme
Court of India has directed the authorities to
make a decision on warning labels in a
time-bound manner. Many independent subject
experts believe that a part of the reason for the
delay in the adoption of the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)’s 2022 draft
regulations for FOPNL is because of industry
lobbying — this has diluted the proposals, opting
for “star ratings” that are confusing instead of
clear warnings such as Chile’s black octagonal
labels (when ‘food products exceed certain
thresholds of sugar, sodium, saturated fat, and/or
calories’).

India and many parts of the world are already
facing a challenge of rising lifestyle diseases. In
March 2025, The Lancet published two studies
which indicated that obesity is on the rise across
large parts of the world. Ultra Processed Food
(UPF) and HFSS food items have witnessed a
CAGR of 13.3%, in India, from 2011-21. Not
surprisingly, the burden of lifestyle diseases such
as obesity, diabetes and hypertension is rising at

an alarming rate, in all age groups — more so in
children and adolescents. A position statement
on FOPNL in India, released in June 2025 and
signed by 29 organisations, provided
comprehensive evidence on the harmful effects
of HFSS and UPF; it also advocated having
warning labels being a mandatory part of HFSS
and UPF packages.

Commercial activities, i.e., trade and treaties
have been integral part of human life and the
economic ambitions of nations. The FTAs have
economic benefits and multiple rationales.
However, getting cheaper junk food as a result of
an FTA can be costly in public health terms.
These apprehensions are founded in sound global
evidence. In fact, in the last decade, global health
agencies have begun talking about the
Commercial Determinants of Health — the
conditions, actions and omissions by commercial
actors that affect health.

There is news that India may sign another
deal, the India-European Free Trade Agreement
Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement
(TEPA), involving Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway,
and Switzerland, in October 2025. Trade deals
and FTAs are likely to be signed with some more
countries. They could be good for the economy,
but from the point of view of public health they
could prove to be the Trojan horses of
non-communicable diseases, unless sufficient
safe-guards are implemented. There is a need to
balance the economic benefits of FTAs with the
need to protect public health and ensure
restrictions on the marketing and labelling of
food products.

It is still not late

Now that the India-U.K. FTA has been signed, the
legal text will be drafted in the weeks ahead, and
this is the opportunity for India to make the right
move, it needs to act immediately to mitigate the
FTA’s public health impact. It is time for strong
measures to regulate the advertising of HFSS, as
also suggested in the Economic Survey 2024-25
and in line with the recent ‘Dietary Guidelines for
Indians’, published by the National Institute of
Nutrition in May 2024. The mandatory FOPNL in
the form of warning labels should be
implemented at the earliest. The proposed ‘sugar
boards” and ‘Oil Boards’ in schools are a good
entry point to having ‘health promoting schools.
However, ‘a more holistic approach of ‘HFSS
boards” needs to be considered. School meals and
school college canteens should stop the sale of
packaged and unhealthy food items. Protective
measures must be implemented with urgency to
counter the potential effects of current and future
FTAs. Public health practitioners and health
policymakers need to be more engaged on issues
that are related to trade deals, and when it comes
to ultra-processed food and high fat, salt and
sugar food. It is an issue of public health, which
affects nearly every Indian in every age group,
and a subject that must be treated with urgency.

The India-U.K. FTA spells a poor deal for public health

YRA-fye o STUR HHST (FTA) ISl - ¥Ry &

1T U @RI guSaT 8

India-United Kingdom Free Trade Agreement (FTA)

YRd-

o IR

(FTA)
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India and the United Kingdom have signed their Free Trade Agreement (FTA), with
the Union Commerce and Industry Minister, Piyush Goyal, and the British
Business and Trade Secretary, Jonathan Reynolds, signing the deal on July 24,
2025, during the visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the U.K.

YR 3R gAZCS fHTsH T 30T Yot YR JHSAET (FTA) TR gxaier fan, forad
FE aTivrsy SR It vt digy Miae ik fafewr syawm ik =R afea
ST YATegd 3 24 JATS 2025 B YT F% WISt &1 g a1 & SR THEd

R gEER fobul

On July 22, 2025, the Union Cabinet, Government of India had approved the FTA.
22@1‘%2025@%%%%%#@ FTA &I Tot & 2t

Officially called the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement, this FTA
was first announced on the conclusion of negotiations on May 6, 2025.

STIPTR ©U Y T8 T 1P 3R AR THSAT HgT o1 2, 3R T8 FTA Ugal)
IR 6 WS 2025 P! ardi3f & JHTYT & 1Y Tifda fopam mar o7 |

The India-U.K. FTA is good news from the economic perspectives of both
countries.

YRA-GPb FTA I <20 & i efddior § st WeR g |

However, the FTA could pose a public health challenge for India.

BT, T8 FTA YR & oY Ardwif=es ¥ard 3t gt Ui a9 T 8|

It will allow tariff-free entry — and thus lower prices — for U.K.-made food
products such as biscuits, chocolates and soft drinks in India.

g T 4R & fepe, arpae R Aite e o g it e Sere) &
AT [P TR A 3R AN $H SIAdl TR U BRI |

Many of these products would fit into the High Fat, Sugar and Salt (HFSS) category,
posing grave long-term health risks.

3 IdTG] | O o i g, DT SR A0S (HFSS) 9uft § a1d €, St &elt srafdr
F iR Ty Sifew IOF HR Iod

Cheaper prices supplemented by expected aggressive marketing and advertising
campaigns could prove harmful for citizens’ health.

HH B 3R JYIfId mspTHe® fauurE Siv fagmu= siftmamt & Iy 3 Iarg
AR P WY & U PRSP 8 Ihd &

The Case of Mexico

ST HTHAT

Concerns about the FTA and its adverse public health impact are not hypothetical.
FTA 3R 39 Ufadd Adi—® WA YA &1 [Gdl Had HIed-d gl ¢ |

In 1992, when the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) was signed
between Mexico, the United States and Canada, Mexico did not implement robust
public health safeguards

1992 ¥ 51§ AfRTP!, YT IS4 SMARBT 3R FATST & ad Iax AR gaa
aTN‘I%W@HT(NAFTA)EGﬂ I BfRTD! = Aogd ATdeI- WA YRET SUTI D
[SIUN

Following this, Mexico experienced:
<G a1c DG B FEIGd BT JHAT BT uST:
o Adramatic rise in imports of cheap, sugary drinks, snacks and
processed foods
T, WS U7, AT MR TP d @I Uerdf & 3 § o gfs
o A surge in consumption of HFSS food products

HFSS W SdTGI &1 @ud H g
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o A steep rise in diet-related diseases, obesity and diabetes
MR Hardh Fruiay, Mem 3ik nyde o oW 3fs
e Mexico managed to halt the rise in HFSS product sales and control lifestyle
diseases only after it introduced:

AfRIH! HFSS IdTe] &1 fasht SR Siia-Rieh ¥ Jat STARal IR FHad a9 g0 w1

U ofd 39 AR fohar:
o ‘Soda Tax’
ST ¢
o Warning labels on products in 2014
2014 ¥ Id1G] R Adra-t dad
FTA and Public Health in India
YRd H FTA 3R Irdwi=e @

e From a public health viewpoint, the India-U.K. FTA is a concern for India.
TSI W & PV ¥, HRA-gPb FTA YR & forg fofam &1 fawa g1

o While U.K. regulates the sale of unhealthy food products well, India’s regulatory
framework is sub-optimal.

5T g T SRATRABR WTE TSI B! {1 TR HeT feor 3, a8t YR &1 fames
ST AR 3

o Forinstance, U.K. has imposed a ban on the advertising of HFSS products on TV
and online.

W,aﬁﬁwssmﬁ%ﬁsﬁv%ﬁq&mﬁaﬁwuﬁﬁuww
|

e The ban on such TV advertisements before 9 p.m., and a complete ban on paid
online advertisements for HFSS products will come into effect on October 1, 2025.
7 9 Fo A UGA HFSS IUTS! & dHdT fagmui wR ufader sfR Sifars Yia ardt
faoe R qof ufdee 1 sragaR 2025 T TG g
o The U.K. uses traffic light Front-of-Pack Nutrition Labelling (FOPNL) to help
consumers understand nutritional content quickly.
g efp e ATge he-3iTh-0% Y= AT (FOPNL) BT IUANT Bl § fora
JUUTIT U] BRI Sleg] THS b |
e For example:
REARUCARI
o Green indicates low levels of fat, saturated fat, sugar, and salt
BRI ¥ <RI © o oy, W o, =T 3R T 1 Wk $H §
o Amber indicates medium levels
Gier 1 axridn ¢ fb TR wew g
o Red indicates high levels
AT 7 a1 & b TR S ©
e India lacks binding restrictions on junk food advertisements targeting children.
YRJ & gl ) Afed B a1 5 s fagu=il R SR ufaae &1 u1a g1
o Existing regulations are not effectively enforced and are routinely flouted.
et et &1 guTdt & A @R e fohan ST o 3% fFafid ©u § Iewwe o
ST 5|
e India relies on self-regulation through the Advertising Standards Council of India,
an industry body.
YRA W-faf e R R g & & tearehm ¥eda st sitw e, @
ST fera gR1 foar S 5

e There is ample evidence that self-regulation in the food sector is rarely effective.

9% yaid yATT § fob wre &7 # w-fafaa wmag g s gyt el 21
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A few regulations prohibit misleading advertisements, such as the Advertising
Code of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.
$ o0 Ui fagmeel &1 ufdefia #Rd §, S 6 gEar SR TIRuT Hared &1
faqra= wfgan
However, regulatory bodies often fail to identify misleading advertisements or
assign penalties.

, FraTe TRATE SRR YT fATuel Y ugar aRA § SRIBd gl § AT
P ¢ T &l
Cartoon mascots on products for children and celebrity endorsements normalize
unhealthy choices.
! & forg IdTe! W B Ul 3R Jafadt aada & FRur srarRasr fawen o
T 1 & ST g
Many celebrities privately acknowledge that they do not use the products they
publicly promote.
F3 Jafad! et TR R era & f 3 57 Iael &1 JaR axd §, 3 W&E 3H@7
IUIRT gl Hd |
Yet, such deceitful behaviour has never resulted in social or public outrage.

R oft, T Sayut sgagR Fuft ot arEnfore a1 ArdSifee SThIRT &1 HRUT gl a1

The problem with India’s ‘star rating’
YRA # TR IET o ao

In India, the issue of a mandatory FOPNL is pending for want of a decision on the
right type of labels and amendments under the Food Safety and Standards
(Labelllng and Display) Regulations, 2020.

| 3iferard FOPNL &1 G181 UPR & a9d 3R s AW TS WKWssd
(ﬁﬂﬁlﬂaﬁ?%ﬁ)w 2020 & dgd INel & ¥ ofuTd ¥ ifad 1

While evidence from various studies is that all types of warning labels help in
reducing the consumption of HFSS, the most effective are the use of warning
labels.

fafta st § g8 yHIfid g3 8 f 91 TR & Adra-it A9d HFSS &1 Jud &l
PHH B H HGE Pd &, Al Jad JHTI! AdTa-it dgel 8id & |

Yet, Indian authorities are more interested in the use of “star rating”, which could be
misleading and less effective.

R 1, YR TIfRUT “xeR & & ITaNT H Sifieh S ad &, S YUHd 3R
FH GUIdI 5 95d & |

Therefore, the process of introducing a warning system on packaged food is slow.
ZYfery, ares WTel TR AdTa- WOITel! A1) 634 ot ufsharn et 31

For example, in September 2022, there were proposed amendments to introduce
mandatory warning labels.

IR & oy, frdaw 2022 7 Sifvrard dara=t daa ar] e & fad =Y TRanad
feu e

Yet, three years later, the amendments remain on paper.

R 1R, i1 e a1e, 3 RN 39 oft BrTe wR § B

After a Public Interest Litigation in April 2025, the Supreme Court of India has
directed the authorities to make a decision on warning labels in a time-bound
manner.

3 2025 H T SHfed AIfRPT & 91¢, YR & Jdid AraTerd + SHfe1ial &
IS ditd ¥ Adia! dad W Ao o9 &1 sy iiar g

Many independent subject experts believe that a part of the reason for the delay in
the adoption of FSSAI's 2022 draft regulations for FOPNL is because of industry
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lobbying.
gﬁé%%ﬁwﬁﬁuﬁmm%ﬁ?msm%zozz%qﬁaﬁuﬁﬁwﬁﬁ

S BT Ud HRUT SN ATdIg 5|
This has diluted the proposals, opting for “star ratings” that are confusing
instead of clear warnings such as Chile’s black octagonal labels.

I TATG! D FHER PR 341 1T, 3R WY Adra- d9d (G el & srat
SATHIVTT AT DI S8 YA B aTelt “FeR e &I g1 T

These Chilean labels appear when food products exceed certain thresholds of
sugar, sodium, saturated fat, and/or calories.

et & & Aot a9 wefRia g & 9 @re Sarer § i, Sifeaw, dqu aar s
FaRt te i A § siferew g 9 |

The rise in lifestyle diseases and HFSS consumption

¥ FSt S 8k HFss &t wua o gfx

India and many parts of the world are already facing a challenge of rising lifestyle
diseases.

YR 3R g1 & o3 R Ugd 4 & gedt shamel et Sl ot g o
T IR 33§

In March 2025, The Lancet published two studies which indicated that obesity is on
the rise across large parts of the world.

uTe 2025 §, & @ide A &l 30 USRI e, fors s i fas Aterdr gfHar &
&3 fowdl 7 9g W1 &)

Ultra Processed Food (UPF) and HFSS food items have witnessed a CAGR of
13.3% in India from 2011-21.

YR H 3eeT WS TS (UPF) 3R HFSS el avgsil o 2011 | 2021 & o9 13.3%
¥t a1if® gi & (CAGR) &S &1 5

The burden of lifestyle diseases such as obesity, diabetes and hypertension is
rising at an alarming rate, in all age groups — more so in children and
adolescents.

HeTuT, YT 3R S YaadTy o sig-Rien "aeht Siurfeat &1 o et | 98 a1
8, 3R g5 At 3y T # <1 71 361 § — fave a=at 3R fe=ivy 71

A position statement on FOPNL in India, released in June 2025 and signed by 29
organisations, provided comprehensive evidence on the harmful effects of HFSS
and UPF.

S 2025 ¥ FOPNL TR YRd ® U fRufa vt STRY fovan 7, o/ wR 29 Trs+i A
TXIER fhT 3R TH HFSS 3R UPF & BIf@R® wuTal R fawgd ared fau mu

It also advocated having warning labels being a mandatory part of HFSS and UPF
packages.

=94 g8 Y RpIRw i fo Adra=N el D1 HFSS 3iR UPF Bbwil o1 Siferard fe==am
ST ST

FTAs, Commercial Interests and Public Health
TR, aiftifues fRd oiik o9 =g

Commercial activities, i.e., trade and treaties have been integral part of human
life and the economic ambitions of nations.

TR Tfafafirar, o i SR 3R |@Rat, e sitaw ¢k Wyl ot snfde
Hgardpianai o1 1T few 38t g

The FTAs have economic benefits and multiple rationales.

TP (FTAs) & 3 a1 3R & SR B
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However, getting cheaper junk food as a result of an FTA can be costly in public
health terms.

BIdifeh, TWAIT & Tad Ife T S B 31l 7, Al I8 oI wared & fg ggm
e g1 gl g
These apprehensions are founded in sound global evidence.

3 feaTd Horga afye IO WR 3neTid €1

In the last decade, global health agencies have begun talking about the
Commercial Determinants of Health — the conditions, actions and omissions
by commercial actors that affect health.

fUse g2 7, Ay warea el 3 Wy & aiftifeus Fufe! — arf
Tiftrifus faarfsal grT fee e orf, tRfRufoa siR g6 — Wi gE o1 g, S
TR H YU FXd &

There is news that India may sign another deal, the India-European Free Trade
Agreement Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA), involving
Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and Switzerland, |n October 2025.

TR 2 & UR SHageR 2025 F TS, RIS, 913 R FRIeRaS H 91 T
3R g — mmﬁtﬂwwﬁﬂqwaﬁ?mmw@mmm) —
R GHIER FR Gl 5|

Trade deals and FTAs are likely to be signed with some more countries.

YR SN 3R THEET $© 3R =M o Y o} fHu o Iahd €|

They could be good for the economy, but from the point of view of public health,
they could prove to be the Trojan horses of non-communicable diseases, unless
sufficient safeguards are implemented.

3 anfie ef¥dIor @ aryer 8 I@d ©, afe afe yai gRem Iura ar] 761 feu
T, A1 3 9 WA & o1gTol ¥ AR-Tar T & gior g1 9 9hd o |

There is a need to balance the economic benefits of FTAs with the need to
protect public health and ensure restrictions on the marketing and labelling of
food products.

THEIT & IS ATHT D! O TRA DI JR&HT D1 AT DH T &b 1Y Hferd BT
TEU R, sﬁ?mm%%maﬁ?ﬁaﬁmu?mﬁﬁr@amﬁrw

gl

It is still not late

MR gE R

Now that the India-U.K. FTA has been signed, the legal text will be drafted in the
weeks ahead, and this is the opportunity for India to make the right move.

314l ST HIRd-T3 TWEIT TR SRd1&R 81 9 ¢, 1 3T Tt gt & it weitaT JUR
B, 3R T8 HRd & T g} HeH I3 BT HidT ¢

It needs to act immediately to mitigate the FTA’s public health impact.

muggaﬁqmﬂq%mmwumﬁwmﬁ%%ummﬁm
|

It is time for strong measures to regulate the advertising of HFSS, as also
suggested in the Economic Survey 2024—-25 and in line with the recent ‘Dietary
Guidelines for Indians’, published by the National Institute of Nutrition in May
2024.

HFSS & fagmu= &1 fFEfd &3 & AT oe B8 $eH I3 &1 I 371 741 7, oI

fo amfife wderor 202425 ¥ i FImAT T § SR T A 2024 F AT G907 TR
RT YHIRE “HRGa) & fore 3mer feznfAder & sreu 3|
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The mandatory FOPNL in the form of warning labels should be implemented at the
earliest.

YTl d9d & =U § SAfTard FOPNL & Sieg & Sieg @R fa1 1 91fge|

The proposed ‘sugar boards’ and ‘Oil Boards’ in schools are a good entry point
to having ‘health promoting schools’.

Tpal ¥ geaIfad IR 9137 3R 3HTd ars’ e Jadfe wal ot 3R Th 3]
TRIY® FeH B |
However, a more holistic approach of ‘HFSS boards’ needs to be considered.

BT, T SIS THY BBV I ‘HFSS TS R fIaR T3 BT 3TaRIH ¢

School meals and school/college canteens should stop the sale of packaged

and unhealthy food items.
@%{wmaﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁwwwmmaﬁaﬁ

ﬁa%‘r a-c.raﬁ ST =8 Tl

Protective measures must be implemented with urgency to counter the potential

effects of current and future FTAs.

T iR Hfdw & TwdT & HHIFAT THTE) &1 HTaal B & folT HREUTHD

SUTH &1 aepTdl AN [Ha1 ST aTeu|

Public health practitioners and health policymakers need to be more engaged on

issues that are related to trade deals, especially when it comes to ultra-processed

food and high fat, salt and sugar food.

o Wy faRwgl ofk i frefe) @ R wasial ¥ 98 g5 7 o afea

YrfigrRt w1 F1feT, WeR 919 S1d SIeeT-Tavs Bs SR 3o 99T, THE 3 A+t

g G &1 5l

It is an issue of public health, which affects nearly every Indian in every age

group, and a subject that must be treated with urgency.

g ST TaTRY BT U §, il 8¢ 3 7 & TTUI g% HRAI &I THIFAd ol g,

3R T IPTA WIS AT o 1Y a1 1 dTfey |
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s the Election Commission of India (ECI)
A nears the completion of the first phase of

its Special Intensive Revision of electoral
rolls in Bihar (August 1, 2025), there has been a
predictable cycle of contestation. Allegations of a
disenfranchisement of the poor, minorities and
migrants, are saturating political discourse.
Opposition leaders have criticised the ECI's
methodology as partisan and exclusionary,
framing routine deletions as targeted assaults on
vulnerable constituencies. Conversely, supporters
of the exercise have invoked the need for sanctity
of election rolls and dismissed such accusations
as cynical politicking.

Both positions are inadequate and fail to
interrogate the structural incongruities of India’s
electoral architecture. They conflate fixed notions
of “ordinary residence” with an increasingly
mobile citizenry and obscure the deeper
problem. The law itself is poorly attuned to the
socio-economic realities that it purports to
govern. The ECI, though institutionally
constrained, has been content to administer this
dissonance rather than challenge it.

Historical context

The Representation of the People Act, 1950 was
drafted in a post-colonial context of largely
sedentary populations — over 82% rural and less
than 8% migratory at the time. It assumed that
most Indians lived and voted where they were
born. The assumption has endured despite
evidence to the contrary. While present laws
privilege fixity as the basis of political
membership in a constituency, India’s internal
migrants number over 450 million, making up
37% of the population. In Bihar, the proportion is
even higher.

Bihar records the highest rate of internal
migration in India — 36% of households report at
least having one migrant. Over 20% of the
working-age population lives outside the State at
any given point in time. This distinction is more
than semantic. It produces material exclusions.

Shubhrastha

is a columnist,
an author and
Founder, The Churn

The Bihar poll
rolls revision
only strengthens
the point that
the Election
Commission of
India must back
alternative
models of
enrolment

Census 2011 already documented that nearly 13.9
million Biharis lived outside the State. Today, the
number is likely to be between 17 million to 18
million.

According to Bihar’s Chief Electoral Office,
over 1.2 million names were deleted across the
State this year. The majority were removed due to
“non-residency” at the time of verification. In
districts with high rates of out-migration such as
Gopalganj and Sitamarhi, deletions approached
5%7% of enrolled voters. These are not marginal
figures and highlight the structural
disenfranchisement of those whose economic
precarity necessitates migration.

Two distinct concepts

Much of the public debate collapses two distinct
concepts — citizenship and residency. Citizenship,
as enshrined in the Constitution and the
Citizenship Act, is of juridical status. One is
either, or is not, a citizen of the Republic of India.
Residency, by contrast, is a contingent and
contextual condition, determining the
constituency in which a citizen is enrolled to
vote. The Representation of the People Act makes
residency, not citizenship, the operative criterion
for inclusion in a constituency roll. Millions of
workers circulate between their natal villages and
industrial zones elsewhere, caught in a liminal
space — neither fully here nor there. For the
migrant subject, disenfranchisement is not
merely bureaucratic but existential — a quiet but
potent signal of not belonging.

This predicament of legislative inertia is more
than the result of administrative indifference. The
ECI has inherited this mismatch between law and
reality. Its institutional response has been of
administrative minimalism — a rigid adherence to
procedural compliance that often comes at the
cost of substantive inclusion. Neither is
impartiality neutrality in the face of structural
disadvantage nor is “cleaning up” the rolls
synonymous with justice if the very rules of
residency systematically exclude certain classes

of citizens.

Examples from abroad

Other democracies have confronted similar
dilemmas with greater imagination. In the United
States, an estimated 30 million-35 million voters
reside in States other than their home precincts.
Absentee and mail-in ballots allow them to
remain registered in their home districts while
voting from where they live. The Philippines
facilitates absentee voting for its 1.8 million
overseas workers — turnout rates exceed 60%.
Australia deploys mobile polling stations in
remote and transient communities, contributing
to over 90% voter participation. These examples
demonstrate that the perceived trade-off between
roll integrity and inclusiveness is neither
inevitable nor necessary. It is a function of
institutional design and political will.

The ECI is correct to say that it cannot rewrite
the law on its own. But it must aggressively
advocate for reform. Its own experience in
administering rolls in migrant-heavy States is
evidence enough of the need for legislative
review. At a minimum, it should pilot alternative
models of enrolment and outreach within its
existing authority.

Political actors are obviously complicit in
perpetuating confusion. They prefer to
instrumentalise disenfranchisement as a
mobilisation tool rather than invest in educating
voters and assisting them through claims and
objections processes. Draft rolls are theoretically
open to public scrutiny but literacy barriers, poor
communication and burdens of migratory
livelihoods make such procedural safeguards
inaccessible to most. Surveys show that over 60%
of voters in Bihar were unaware of the claims and
objections window. Among migrants, awareness
drops below 25%. Exhorting “voter
responsibility” — as much of the official discourse
does — risks bordering on victim-blaming.

To defend the ECI is important. But to demand
more of it and of ourselves is imperative.

The fault lines in India’s electoral architecture

YR & FHTd! o1 BT @riar

Electoral Roll Revisions and Migration in Bihar

ferR A wagEr Gt WY 3R varg

e As the Election Commission of India (ECI) nears the completion of the first phase
of its Special Intensive Revision of electoral rolls in Bihar (August 1, 2025),
there has been a predictable cycle of contestation.

S-S HIRd

ferater amaT (EC) fSeR & weerem Wt & iy e e &

TEd TRUT (1 3T, 2025) Bl T HA & B9 Ugd 81 8, U gargad faRiy ash

A 3BT B

o Allegations of disenfranchisement of the poor, minorities and migrants are

saturating political discourse.

| 3R yarRial & AP R A dftrd o1 & 3RIY IeHifae =l |

eI
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Opposition leaders have criticised the ECI’s methodology as partisan and
exclusionary, framing routine deletions as targeted assaults on vulnerable
constituencies.

fauelt Aar3it 3 ECI BT FRIYUITER o1 ST gaUTd! 3k 9fgsh Rl & TUH & &,
3R frafid faeius & FasR Tt W aféd gdel & ©u § fEd e g

Conversely, supporters of the exercise have invoked the need for sanctity of
election rolls and dismissed such accusations as cynical politicking.

% fAusid, 9 1A & aadS! 7 gATT G B ufdmar 1 sraxgewar gdrs ¢ ok
S 3R P! THRTHS ISId FR [T 8 |

Both positions are inadequate and fail to interrogate the structural incongruities of
India’s electoral architecture.

I g Rufaal U &t gl awT Y IREATHD fAGfadl IR 9a1d g1 ST
3R i g

They conflate fixed notions of “ordinary residence” with an increasingly mobile
citizenry and obscure the deeper problem.

Y Iy AR &t fRR sryrRon &1 ast § nfaeiia ariedr & 9y Sied § 3R
TR g #Y gur 3 B

The law itself is poorly attuned to the socio-economic realities that it purports to
govern.

g B I o arfore-3fie arafawarett & aEd H &1 g1 axdl o,
3% Y a1 ¢

The ECI, though institutionally constrained, has been content to administer this
dissonance rather than challenge it.

ECI, Ydl B! YR &9 ¥ T g1, 39 favinfa & ary #34 § Iy 3815, 9o 59
A 3 & |

Historical Context

Cfaerire e

The Representation of the People Act, 1950 was drafted in a post-colonial
context of largely sedentary populations — over 82% rural and less than 8%
migratory at the time.

i+ gfafAfire siftfeam, 1950 &1 SufafRie g & arg ot fRR s =i & &=
o TEHR IR {51 T AT — I T 82% URIIOT 3R 8% & HH Yardt U

It assumed that most Indians lived and voted where they were born.

T8 A foran e o1 3 siftrest=r R wTgt Bar g¢ 9l 3 SR Hae o g

The assumption has endured despite evidence to the contrary.

g YR a9 H 5 I8 519 39 fausta T Hig 3|

Present laws privilege fixity as the basis of political membership in a constituency.
AT ST RITRIE B IeT-Ifae Teeddr ST STYR A § |

India’s internal migrants number over 450 million, making up 37% of the
population.

HRA H TR YaTlRial ) W1 45 FRIS T 31 §, S 5 X BT 37% ¢

In Bihar, the proportion is even higher.

YR & g5 3rquid ok oft 3rf¥rep 2

Bihar records the highest rate of internal migration in India — 36% of households
report at least having one migrant.

fOBR HRd & Head ifires iiafves UaT &= a1l I § — 36% URART 4 &1 4 HH
T Jarit 814 B Ruid d 3

Over 20% of the working-age population lives outside the State at any given point
in time.
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|

This distinction is more than semantic. It produces material exclusions.

Tg 3R Had X3! ab WA 81 7, Tk U8 aRafd®d Ife™hrur SUd Fxadl o |
Census 2011 already documented that nearly 13.9 million Biharis lived outside the
State.

SIIUTET 2011 F I8 Gol AT fh AT 1.39 FRis fAgRY Isd & 9187 36 3% U

Today, the number is likely to be between 17 million to 18 million.

31T I8 AT WHAT: 1.7 T 1.8 FIIS & S g

According to Bihar’s Chief Electoral Office, over 1.2 million names were deleted
across the State this year.

f98R & @1 et srfay & ouR, 39 98 50 WR T 12 aRa | IS A1 3t
[ERIRIE

The majority were removed due to “non-residency” at the time of verification.
HIYHTR AT D! TATIA & JHY "3H-Faiar & HRor gern |

In districts with high rates of out-migration such as Gopalganj and Sitamarhi,
deletions approached 5%-7% of enrolled voters.

Mueriet 3R Hard o 3= Ui o ara foral §, faeius 5%-7% usiipd
HaaraTsi d@ ugd Tl

These are not marginal figures and highlight the structural disenfranchisement of
those whose economic precarity necessitates migration.

Y TUTH AT AT 3PS eI & 3Tk 37 AN & IATHD HATIPR A ga !
IR d & et e SRR YT &1 srazge a=1dl 21

Two distinct concepts
Y SIeTT-3(eRT GYRUMY

Much of the public debate collapses two distinct concepts — citizenship and
residency.

BT TdSh 989 &1 STHT-T ATYROMSH — TRTRSdT 3R ey &
Ty e et g1

Citizenship, as enshrined in the Constitution and the Citizenship Act, is of juridical
status.

T iR Ariarar s o fAfga Amfvean, te et fRAfa 2|

One is either, or is not, a citizen of the Repubilic of India.

DI Afad A1 dl YR TURTST BT AR gidl & 31 8] gicll|

Residency, by contrast, is a contingent and contextual condition, determining the
constituency in which a citizen is enrolled to vote.

9% fau’id, fama te ufifRufaeg Sk wmifée fRufa 3, S g Muifa axdl o &
DIz ARG 6y Fafes &= & Taear & U & doligd |

The Representation of the People Act makes residency, not citizenship, the
operative criterion for inclusion in a constituency roll.

i+ gfafAfire sififeram o R forsh fratast & @t wagar Ot O i@ g &
qR- YR AT &, Ariasar 51|

Millions of workers circulate between their natal villages and industrial zones
elsewhere, caught in a liminal space — neither fully here nor there.

TG AT ST A el 3R 3T T 3 SRS A= & o g @A ¥, T
TerHUTHT fRATT & Tl 38d § — 7 T e IR, 7 T aORE IR

For the migrant subject, disenfranchisement is not merely bureaucratic but
existential — a quiet but potent signal of not belonging.
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WAt qafa & o, AanYeR @ diRd 91 dad IR 5] e STeTediTd § —
YATIA 7 11 &1 U HIH dlfch YHTGRITE Wb |

This predicament of legislative inertia is more than the result of administrative
indifference.

Tg BT fator # et Haa y=mafae Seriis«r &1 ko T8t 5|

The ECI has inherited this mismatch between law and reality.

AT AT (ECI) 7 ST 3R aRafasdr & §id & 39 SRiga & favrd 3 uran g
Its institutional response has been of administrative minimalism — a rigid
adherence to procedural compliance that often comes at the cost of substantive
inclusion.

ST HRITTA TPV GAdH YR HTard! o1 361 8 — UfthareA® Srgurer
TR TR SR SN SR aReATAP THIAR &1 B W gl |

Neither is impartiality neutrality in the face of structural disadvantage nor is
“cleaning up” the rolls synonymous with justice if the very rules of residency
systematically exclude certain classes of citizens.

RS SRTHIAT & A deeAdl &I ISETT 781 Hel off g, SR afe fram
& a0 8 oo ANR® a1l &) YUaiTd U ¥ §1R &R <, o Aderdl gl & qweTg”

D! T Tg1 Bl ol b |

Examples from abroad

¥ IqIeXur

Other democracies have confronted similar dilemmas with greater imagination.
3T APzl 2 U g1 glaursil 1 A Sifiids deunTRiTerar 9 faar g1

In the United States, an estimated 30 million—35 million voters reside in States
other than thelr home precincts.

T I SARST T SIHIT 3 | 3.5 HRIS Al 30 g fHates &= & s
31 Ieal T XEd g |

Absentee and mail-in ballots allow them to remain registered in their home
districts while voting from where they live.

SR FaT $IR -5 AT I 3/ It forel & Uolipd 6 1 SRl ad €
e d 98] I AdaM HRd ¢ o8l d 38d & |

The Philippines facilitates absentee voting for its 1.8 million overseas workers —
turnout rates exceed 60%.

fpeifi orom 18 AT WAl FRATRY & oy SJufRUd AaeM & gfaer 3ars —
e U< 60% W & g |

Australia deploys mobile polling stations in remote and transient communities,
contrlbutlng to over 90% voter participation.

Wsﬁ?mmﬁﬁmmﬁhm% o 90% |
3fere goagm gMAfd giar g1
These examples demonstrate that the perceived trade-off between roll integrity
and inclusiveness is neither inevitable nor necessary.

Y IRV feward | fob Wergran Gt &1 Ygar iR THRRET & i 9 oH arat
THIG &) Afard a1 RS A&l AT o T

It is a function of institutional design and political will.

g JRINTA [T 3R e FoTIfad H1 gRume giar |

Role of ECI and political actors

AT TN (ECI) 3R o1 gat @t 4t
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o The ECI is correct to say that it cannot rewrite the law on its own.
wem(ECI)ﬂﬁ%Ga'a‘s’W%%aam: BT el 9ad Tl

o But it must aggressively advocate for reform.
diforT U GUR & AT 3mebries &0 9 4R H=1 a1 |

e lts own experience in administering rolls in migrant-heavy States is evidence
enough of the need for legislative review.
YATN-WUT 9 & GGl YT YU BT DT SIHT 5l DI THIGT B
STaIH T & GaTed JHToT 5|

e At a minimum, it should pilot alternative models of enrolment and outreach within
its existing authority.
U Y FHH, I U HieleT Wfeaal & Hiar dwfeus Amdie iR Tud disal &1
T URI&0T ST =R

o Political actors are obviously complicit in perpetuating confusion.

T WY U T YT DI §9E 76 H g Unh €

o They prefer to instrumentalise disenfranchisement as a mobilisation tool rather
than invest in educating voters and assisting them through claims and objections
processes.
J AAfUeR | dfud feT oM &1 U Jeifae AR o1 R Skad1d o1 Tl
ga €, 9919 39% % 3 Aagrarst & Riféa $7 3R 313 9 smufxy wfsarsi & Aeg

I

o Draft rolls are theoretically open to public scrutiny, but literacy barriers, poor
communication and burdens of migratory livelihoods make such procedural
safeguards inaccessible to most.
URIY® Haerar I Risiad: S1ar & fAiteror & fore gelt gt 8, Ao e &t
FIYTE, HHR IR 3R JaTeit STeiifae®t & aigr SfUH= Al o forg i uisharars
TRET B 3UTH F71 3 & |

e Surveys show that over 60% of voters in Bihar were unaware of the claims and
objections window.
qaer gRITd § s fagR o 60% & 3iftres Tagrarstt &I grd eiv smufr @t srafy &
CINERSIEEANE R

« Among migrants, awareness drops below 25%.

[ & g8 SRl 25% d Wt FH 51

o Exhorting “voter responsibility” — as much of the official discourse does — risks

bordering on victim-blaming.
“TegTdl &1 iRy R SR g1 — o/ % sifdwmisr snftreiive faust avar g —

Hif$a 3t giv 37 S Udid 8 IHhT |

e To defend the ECI is important. But to demand more of it and of ourselves is
imperative.

AT SATIRT BT FATT DHRAT o]l 6| fch I 3R g I St aer wear of
STIRTP G|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper III: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM,
IS)

1. What deters pilots from seeking help for mental health
concerns

AP WY et 9w & fag Agg a4 d
Urgdc! bl T Abdl o
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2. As Climate Change Events Spike, Key Focus Should
Be Drowning Prevention: Experts

- Faary uRads #1 geTy 9¢ W8 2, g1 9
<} 99 W g1 ART: Ry

3. India U.K. trade deal likely to boost farmexport growth
by 20%

YRd-fafewr =R awsid € v Fafa & 20% @t gfs g+
D GUTEAT B |
4. Engineering, textile MSMEs set to benefit

SO, HUST THTAUHS $I d1H fie &1 AT

5. Centre releases new telecompolicy draft

g A T3 AR HIfd BT aer 9Nt fHar
6. SC asks HC to hear Bhopalgas victims’ claim that their
illness was wrongly classified

A ®1d A gredic 9 HIgra 7 RISl F sa e W
%’_ﬂ;@aﬂﬁﬁw%mmaﬁmmﬁmﬂw
T AT

7. 24-year survey reveals that coral cover in Lakshadweep
saw a 50% reduction24

T & Td&oT | UdT Iodl g f derdlu A yara 3maror &
50% @1 HH W TS

8. Edible oil industry urged to pass on duty cut to
consumers

W ad ST Y[eP H Hetdl BT aTH STUHIFSH dF
UgAT &1 318
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SC asks HC to hear Bhopal
gas victims’ claim that their
illness was wrongly classified

Petitioners say survivors failed to get adequte compensation because those who developed severe

diseases from the gas leak were categorised under ‘temporary disablement’ and ‘minor injury’

The Hmdu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Ton Thursday gave

rights groups re-
presenting the victims of
the Bhopal gas disaster the
liberty to approach the
Madhya Pradesh High
Court with their claim that
survivors with lasting, sev-
ere injuries and illnesses
were wrongly classified un-
der ‘temporary disable-
ment’ and ‘minor injury’,
and under-compensated
for years.

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India B.R. Gavai and Jus-
tice Vinod Chandran asked
the High Court to decide
the case on its own merits.
The apex court clarified
that it had not ventured in-
to the merits of the plea.

Senior advocates Raju
Ramachandran and Karu-
na Nundy, and advocate
Prasanna S. appeared for
the victims’ groups, includ-
ing Bhopal Gas Peedit Ma-
hila Purush Sangharsh
Morcha. They had urged
the top court to direct the
Centre to identify these
“misclassified” victims and

Long wait: A file photo of Bhopal gas victims protesting in New Delhi for compensation RV. MOORTHY

categorise them correctly
under the provisions of the
Bhopal Gas Leak Disaster
(Processing of Claims) Act,
1985, so that they would re-
ceive adequate compensa-
tion to cover their medical
treatment.

‘Horrific episode’

The Centre had termed the
Bhopal gas leak tragedy
‘the world’s largest indus-
trial disaster”. Both the go-

vernment and the Su-
preme Court had agreed in
the past that the loss of in-
nocent lives in the after-
math of the fatal escape of
methyl isocyanate gas
from the Union Carbide In-
dia Limited plant in Bho-
pal, Madhya Pradesh, in
the intervening night of
December 2-3, 1984, was
“horrific” in every sense.
“A long history of litiga-
tion attempting to recover

damages from the U.S.-
headquartered Union Car-
bide Corporation (now
part of Dow Chemical Cor-
poration) ended with the
dismissal by the Supreme
Court of the curative peti-
tions in July 2023, wherein
it was made clear that any
shortfall in compensation
to be paid to the victims
were a responsibility of the
Union government,” the
petition stated.

SC asks HC to hear Bhopalgas victims’ claim that their
illness was wrongly classified

A 1 A grEaId J Hiuta A9 difsal F sH A W

GAATs H3 Bl Bl b ITP! FHRT B Tad deid § ailipd

T T4 ur|

Petitioners say survivors failed to get adequate compensation because those

who developed severe diseases from the gas leak were categorised under
‘temporary disablement’ and ‘minor injury’
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AIABTH sl BT Bl 8 P 9 AN DY TG HIATaT ot 1ol grar Sifdb I
e 9 iR difear Ao g aral of Sl fasaimar ok anget @
& Siqfa quffea farar mar AT

Supreme Court’s Direction on Bhopal Gas Victims’ Compensation

Hiarer g fif$dl & games w giiA #1E @1 fdw

e The Supreme Court on Thursday gave rights groups representing the victims of the
Bhopal gas disaster the liberty to approach the Madhya Pradesh High Court with
their claim that survivors with lasting, severe injuries and illnesses were wrongly
classified under ‘temporary disablement’ and ‘minor injury’, and under-
compensated for years.

T HIE A TFAR $1 HuTe T J1adt & HifSal &1 ufaffia w7 aret sfieR
ﬂn@ﬁwwﬁﬁ?énwmsﬁﬁémwﬁ gg ardl o gl fp iR
rw1ire daTial § difed @ Tad e § STt fawaimar iR geat e B
9o & TW T & 3R I aul ab HH GATIT 7|
e A Bench of Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai and Justice Vinod Chandran asked
the High Court to decide the case on its own merits.
= AT §1.3/R. Ta 3R Aragfe faig 951 & Uis A 815 ®Ic 4 $51 & I8
Y A WR S MYRT W) fAofg a
e The apex court clarified that it had not ventured into the merits of the plea.
I PIE 7 v o for I9- a1fiest &1 UrasT (merits) R ®is fewpoft &1 1 §1
o Senior advocates Raju Ramachandran and Karuna Nundy, and advocate
Prasanna S. appeared for the victims’ groups, including Bhopal Gas Peedit Mahila
Purush Sangharsh Morcha.
afeg SrRIaadT 3o IHTEH, HHUM Al iR YTAT TH. TfSdl & TGl &1 3R 4 U
8T, ford viuter T difea afgen qew wad arat of =i an
e They had urged the top court to direct the Centre to identify these “misclassified”
victims and categorise them correctly under the provisions of the Bhopal Gas Leak
Disaster (Processing of Claims) Act, 1985, so that they would receive adequate
compensation to cover their medical treatment.
I8 GUTH HIE I 310E fbar o1 & 98 b WpR &l (1 ¢ fob 98 39 “Treral
Juflgg fifsal @ ugam X 3R 3= HuTd A9 Rara simuer (grat ot ufekan)
AT, 1985 % UIGUHT & T8 To! aRid & A Ndd HY, dAld 3¢ WA SUIR &
fere Sfera gamas fe 9 |
e ‘Horrific episode’
‘HTI P Ycr
o The Centre had termed the Bhopal gas leak tragedy ‘the world’s largest
industrial disaster’.
&% WNHR = Hiura A9 frama FIad o) g #) aa 93t sienifie
SITUGT el ATl
o Both the government and the Supreme Court had agreed in the past that
the loss of innocent lives in the aftermath of the fatal escape of methyl
isocyanate gas from the Union Carbide India Limited plant in Bhopal,
Madhya Pradesh, in the intervening night of December 2-3, 1984, was
“horrific” in every sense.

WHR 3R A B¢ 1 Ugd 39 I1d IR IgHd 8l I © (b HIUTe, A
wex1 ¥ Ryd gfrae saigs $iean faftres W § 2-3 fawar 1984 31 7 &1
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“A long history of litigation attempting to recover damages from the U.S.-
headquartered Union Carbide Corporation (now part of Dow Chemical
Corporation) ended with the dismissal by the Supreme Court of the curative
petitions in July 2023, wherein it was made clear that any shortfall in
compensation to be paid to the victims were a responsibility of the Union
government,” the petition stated.

AP GRITaY a1cl! gfAaT HIE15S PIURIA (S 3F SIS BB BIURIT B

3w B) Q gl ageq & forg o g0 oo =il fafte deTs o1 sid Jars 2023 A
Y P GRT STARTHSD ATFABTSN I TN B & 1Y gafT, o gg Wy o
T T fob Wifget @l & S arch ganmas # B i F g WeR $1 ek 2

TifereT H gl T

24-year survey reveals that coral cover

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Concerning  revelations
have emerged from one of
the longest-running coral
reef monitoring pro-
grammes in the Indian
Ocean. The 24-year-long
study shows that corals in
the Lakshadweep archipe-
lago have declined to half
of what they were in 1998
as a result of repeated ma-
rine heatwaves, exacerbat-
ed by climate change.

However, local condi-
tions, such as wave expo-
sure and depth, play essen-
tial roles in shaping how
reefs respond to and recov-
er from these events.

The study, ‘Local Envi-
ronmental Filtering and
Frequency of Marine Heat-
waves Influence Decadal

The researchers have been trackmg reef condition at three atolls
across the Lakshadweep archipelago to understand how
reefs respond to climate change. REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

Trends in Coral Composi-
tion’, published in the jour-
nal Diversity and Distribu-
tions, uses long-term data
sets to propose a predictive
framework, which could
help identify vulnerable
reefs, and reefs that
may still have the potential

to recover.

Since 1998, researchers
from the Nature Conserva-
tion Foundation have been
tracking reef condition at
three atolls across the
Lakshadweep archipelago
— Agatti, Kadmat and Kava-
ratti — to understand how

reef monitoring in Indian Ocean

f&g werMTR # yara fufRy R & St Ridrere st

reefs respond to climate
change. This programme
has monitored reefs as
they declined and reco-
vered from three major El
Nifio Southern Oscillation
(ENSO) events — in 1998,
2010 and 2016.

Reduced recovery rate
“Over 24 years, coral cover
declined from 37.24% to
19.6%, reflecting a roughly
50% reduction from
the1998 baseline. This de-
cline was explained by re-
duced recovery rates after
each bleaching event, des-
pite coral mortality de-
creasing with successive
events. Recovery rates dra-
matically increased after
six years, suggesting a crit-
ical period of bleaching-
free years needed for reefs
to recover.

24-year survey
reveals that
coral cover in
Lakshadweep
saw a 50%
reduction24

T & &
A UdT Iad1 8
fo derdiu o
UqTd 3Ta3oT A
50% 1 BHHI

ot g

Concerning
revelations from coral

Concerning revelations have emerged from one of the longest-running coral reef
monitoring programmes in the Indian Ocean.

fEe HEgRITR & e ¢ 99y d% I+ ard uard fuf AR srdepai 4 9 e 3
Ride® ST 9H 1S g

The 24-year-long study shows that corals in the Lakshadweep archipelago have
declined to half of what they were in 1998 as a result of repeated marine
heatwaves, exacerbated by climate change.

g 24 T BT AT 1 & [ AergId growgg o yare fkril 1998 &Y ga-r o
3T 3 T & ORT HRUT IR-8R 3 a1 TS ST T8e &, ol Siaaryg uivae+
P HRUI IR TG TS 5|

However, local conditions, such as wave exposure and depth, play essential roles
in shapmg how reefs respond to and recover from these events.

graifer, wITg uRfRfat o i 9 &1 guma ok mewTs, 78 Rufa & o
W%@aﬁm%%mmmamaﬁwﬁmﬁ%eﬁ?ﬁ
i |
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The study, ‘Local Environmental Filtering and Frequency of Marine Heatwaves
Influence Decadal Trends in Coral Composition’, published in the journal
Diversity and Distributions, uses long-term datasets to propose a predictive
framework, which could help identify vulnerable reefs, and reefs that may still have
the potential to recover.

g T, ‘AIhd TAaraR-THed fheefi TS fipadt 3w a3l gledod sAwed
@%ﬂﬁaﬁﬁmm St ufAdT Diversity and Distributions o gehIRId
gATE, WWWWWWWWWW% o
Tae-=ita yara fufeal oik 399 gawifey &Y Surasai &t ugar &t o 9l g

Since 1998, researchers from the Nature Conservation Foundation have been
tracking reef condition at three atolls across the Lakshadweep archipelago —
Agatti, Kadmat and Kavaratti — to understand how reefs respond to climate
change.

1998 ¥, AR HWIRM WIS & MYHdl d&EIT gIIFHE H diF Teied — AT,
HeHd 3R DAl — & yarer Pl & fRUfd W oR T@ R €, 1 T8 g off I
foh 3 wTerarg uRad= R $ ufafear < 8
This programme has monitored reefs as they declined and recovered from three
major El Nifio Southern Oscillation (ENSO) events — in 1998, 2010 and 2016.
U HRAHH A yard RN & I UHE Ta ST A ATTRTa= (ENSO) "e-Tsii —
1998, 2010 3R 2016 — & TR [TRTdE 3R YU & FG H ¢ fhar g

Reduced recovery rate

gAY &) | St

“Over 24 years, coral cover declined from 37.24% to 19.6%, reflecting a roughly
50% reduction from the 1998 baseline.

“24 quY H, yaTa PRI $T TR0 &R 37.24% | TSP 19.6% B 715, Il 1998 &
TR TR J T 50% B FRTaE B e2ia 5|

This decline was explained by reduced recovery rates after each bleaching event,
despite coral mortality decreasing with successive events.

g fiRTae U WaTd faderd ge & a1g (it o 3 & 3 Tgs & 8, va &

AR G137 & 1Y WaTd Jog &2 $H 51 75 |
Recovery rates dramatically increased after six years, suggesting a critical
perlod of bleac a‘c#-free years needed for reefs to recover.

& 91 doil A 91, S T8 Yohd St © b v fufkedt & ferg
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Edible oil industry
urged to pass on duty
cut to consumers

---------------------------

The l-lmdu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Food Minister Pral-
had Joshi has asked edible
oil industry to be prompt
on passing the benefits of
duty reduction on crude
edible oils to consumers to
ensure that they expe-
rience a corresponding de-
crease in retail prices.

He was addressing a
round-table meeting or-
ganised by the Indian Ve-
getable Oil Producers’ As-
sociation (IVPA) here on
Thursday. Mr. Joshi asked
the IVPA members to focus
on value addition through
processing and refining,
support innovation to in-
crease efficiency and
productivity.

The Union Minister said
the industries can work
with Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies and Farm-
ers’ Producing Organisa-
tions to actively encourage

precision agriculture, artif-
icial intelligence in crop
management, sustainable
farming techniques, pro-
mote high-yield varieties of
oilseeds and strengthen
the post-harvest value
chain.

Critical juncture
India today stands at a crit-
ical juncture in the global
edible oil trade, being one
of the largest consumers
and importer of vegetable
oils, the Minister said.
Food Secretary Sanjeev
Chopra told presspersons
on the sidelines of the
meeting that the Union go-
vernment will notify a new
order to regulate vegetable
oil products with modern,
transparent and technolog-
ically advanced provisions.
“The associations have
been consulted. It’s in the
final stages now, probably
by next week it will be not-
ified,” Mr. Chopra said.

Edible oil industry urged to pass on
duty cut to consumers

WTEl o SNT A Y[eP H Heldl BT ary
SUHIFITSM TP UgA™ BT 3T

Union Food Minister’s Direction to Edible Oil Industry

SAIT Wrel A BT W dat ST B g

. Union Food Minister Pralhad Joshi has asked edible
oil industry to be prompt on passing the benefits of duty
reduction on crude edible oils to consumers to ensure that
they experience a corresponding decrease in retail prices.

$erg e o) UgTe SRl S @RI ad ST e e fH 9

Tl W Al IR Yed A Heldl &1 ary Iuyiersil ao
:ﬂwﬁu@m,mﬁﬁsﬁwﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁmwm
3fIHd Bl Yo |

. He was addressing a round-table meeting organised
by the Indian Vegetable Oil Producers’ Association
(IVPA) here on Thursday

I8 AR ! Jgi SMAifoid sfeae aforead sifaa wisgay
THRITIAE (IVPA) $t U6 MU 6@ oI Jaifdd o3 38 U
. Mr. Joshi asked the IVPA members to focus on value
addition through processing and refining, support
innovation to increase eff|0|ency and product|V|ty

ot =M = IVPA Tewal I TR & T |
FeaatH R 9 ¢, TR ST 908 S SR g

IATSHAT 9¢11 P! 91 Hall

e The Union Minister said the industries can work with Primary Agricultural Credit
Societies and Farmers’ Producing Organisations to actively encourage precision
agriculture, artificial intelligence in crop management, sustainable farming
techniques, promote high-yield varieties of oilseeds and strengthen the post-
harvest value chain.
SHeig T 7 el for Ie wufire v wor aftfaat sik fram Sares el &
Y ) Tdie oY, vaa uaeq | snfefriRmaa gefenia, gad @t aw-ial,
I TGl aral faaeg fbwl & 961d1 ¢ 3R BId Hers & dIg Bl Ted gaar
DI AT B J TNTGH IR 9hd g |

Critical juncture in Global Edible Oil Trade
Y T 9 AUR A U@yl His

e India today stands at a critical juncture in the global edible oil trade, being one of
the largest consumers and importers of vegetable oils, the Minister said.

T A el i URd sl AP

W ad AR § U6 Hgeayul Hig R TS1 8, 3R T8

JIA TST SUHITT 3R 3MATdP <2 7 J TP g

Government Regulation on Vegetable Oil Products

T dd IS IR WHR 3 fafvaw ufeear

o Food Secretary Sanjeev Chopra told presspersons on the sidelines of the meeting
that the Union government will notify a new order to regulate vegetable oil
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products with modern, transparent and technologically advanced provisions.

Qe TfUd ol NIST A 96F & d1¢ TIBR! J Hgl [ Bg WRPR g Ieurd aa
Sl @1 fafafia s & fou snyfe, uRe=l ik ae-iet ©u & Iad uraurt
9T U 1T TS Jfegfaa ol

o “The associations have been consulted. It’s in the final stages now, probably by
next week it will be notified,” Mr. Chopra said.

ol N URTAE foram AT @1 9% 39 3ifdH IR § §, THad: AT AWIg db 33
Sfergfaa & foar smem,” ot 9uer A #a
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What deters pilots from seeking help

for mental health concerns

Despite growing awareness of mental health issues post-pandemic, many pilots remain reluctant to seek help for anxiety, depression, or burnout —

not just due to social stigma, but out of fear that disclosure could affect their medical clearance and earning capacity

GS il Disaster
aMenagement

day after the world saw live

visuals of Air India’s Boeing

787-8 aircraft turn go up in

flames 32 seconds after taking
off from Ahmedabad for London on June
12, a pilot commanding the Air India
Delhi- Frankfurt flight suffered a panic
attack as he lined up the aircraft on the
runway.

The pilot, who was operating the same
type of aircraft involved in the crash, a
Boeing 787, promptly returned it to the
boarding gate after informing the air
traffic control that a crew person onboard
had fallen ill.

A few days later, a young First Officer,
also on Air India’s Boeing 787 aircraft,
reported sick for his flight as he could not
sleep before his duty as his mind kept
replaying the different scenarios that may
have occurred inside the cockpit
moments before the worst air accident in
the country in three decades in which
260 people were charred to death.

“I'was on a downward spiral,” the
young pilot told The Hindu on condition
of anonymity.

The last message he had exchanged
with the First Officer of the ill-fated flight,
Clive Kundar, the social media feed and
the relentless television coverage
“weighed a little heavy on me,” he said.
He and a few friends “cried it out” as an
exercise in collective purging to cope with
the tragedy that had struck their close
colleagues.

In the days following the crash, many
First Officers and cabin crew would
report sick as they battled post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD). Heightened safety
concerns prompted many passengers too
to cancel their Air India bookings. This
along with a combination of other factors
that included additional checks ordered
by the DGCA forced Air India to take a
“safety pause” and reduce international
flights by 15% for a few weeks. The airline
also reached out to pilots and cabin crew
offering them peer support, as well as an
in-house psychologist in case of mental
health concerns.

The trauma among the crew post the
crash and suggestions of deliberate pilot
action resulting in a crash have once
against brought under focus the mental
health of Indian pilots who are known to
be under tremendous stress because of a
multitude of factors which include
occupational challenges as well as
systemic failures that excessively penalise
the cockpit crew. But one of the dark
secrets of the industry remains the
reluctance among pilots to access medical
help for mental health concerns because
of a perception that they may either be
grounded leading to loss of pay, or their
licence being cancelled.

“Some airlines provide pilots with
relatively stable rosters, but in many
others, unpredictable schedules and
inadequate notice of changes disrupt
personal routines, making it difficult to
plan family or social time,” says Captain

o e
i (T

mental health of Indian pilots. REUTERS

Subhashish Majumdar, a former airline
executive and senior commander with
long-haul international flying experience.
“In many organisations even casual leave
requires prior sanction or has to be
justified with documentary evidence, and
calling in sick at the last moment can lead
to administrative scrutiny. Additionally,
time-zone changes, graveyard shifts and
night flying can leave a pilot’s body clock
out of sync for days.”

Mr. Majumdar acknowledges that he
personally benefited from a stable
schedule during much of his career. But
many others — especially those flying
high-frequency domestic sectors across
the industry - face relentless rosters and
consecutive layovers that leave little room
for rest or ingful family er
“Pilots across airlines speak of strained
relationships, missed birthdays and
school events, and the emotional fatigue
of being physically present but
emotionally distant.”

Over time, the cumulative toll of such
schedules can strain personal bonds and
foster a sense of isolation. Within aviation
circles, this phenomenon is informally
referred to as Aviation-Induced Divorce
Syndrome.

He acknowledges, however, the
pressure airline managements face. “This
is a cost-sensitive industry, with
wafer-thin margins, volatile input costs,
and fierce competition. Managements
walk a tightrope between viability and
crew welfare.

Despite growing awareness of mental
health issues post-pandemic, many pilots
remain reluctant to seek help for anxiety,
depression, or burnout — not just due to
social stigma, but out of fear that
disclosure could affect their medical
clearance and earning capacity. “The

In focus: The trauma among the crew post the crash and suggestions of deliberate pilot action resulting in a crash have once against brought under focus the

Even if stigma is easing, the
consequences of seeking help
are uncertain. In a profession
where medical fitness
determines livelihood, that
becomes a serious

deterrent, says expert

concern is real,” says Mr. Majumdar.
“Even if stigma is easing, the
consequences of seeking help are
uncertain. In a profession where medical
fitness determines livelihood, that
becomes a serious deterrent.”

Indeed, a study in 2022 by William
Hoffman, a U.S.-based neurologist with
interest in pilot health care behaviour
found that 56.1% of the 3,765 U.S. pilots
who participated in a survey reported a
“history of healthcare avoidance
behaviour” due to a “fear of losing their
aeromedical certificate”. Indian pilots too
speak of complicated, lengthy and
inefficient regulatory processes that in
some cases have led to year-long
groundings for misdiagnoses deterring
pilots from reporting medical concerns.
The situation is likely to worsen for
mental health concerns, exacerbated by
stigma and a lack of clear guidance from
regulators.

DGCA circular

In February 2023, the DGCA issued a
circular on “mental health promotion” for
flight crew and air traffic controllers,
mandating airlines, charter operators,
and flying schools to establish
non-punitive peer-support programmes
to encourage self-reporting.
DGCA-empanelled doctors, who conduct
pilots’ annual medical exams, were

directed to use a 29-point questionnaire
to assess cognitive functions and
alertness. Pilots with a poor score have to
be referred to the DGCA’s Medical
Directorate.

On July 22, the DGCA reminded
empanelled doctors to use the
questionnaire. “Some of us have since
asked the DGCA how we are to grade
pilots and whether it is to be done on a
scale of 1to 10 or alphabetically. We also
need to know what is the protocol to be
followed if and when we find a concern,”
says Sangeeta Kujur, a DGCA-empanelled
examiner and former Chief Medical
Officer at Air India Express where she set
up the peer support programme for the
airline. But the medical circular provides
no details to pilots about what this
scrutiny may entail, and for which
conditions.

Since the Germanwings crash of March
2015, deliberately caused by the first
officer Andreas Lubitz who had been
previously treated for suicidal tendencies
and declared unfit to work by his doctor,
which he kept from his employer,
regulators around the world have
overhauled their policies. Europe
introduced a pilot medical database,
random health checks, and peer support
programmes. The FAA clarified that
mental health issues rarely disqualify
pilots (0.1% rejection rate), listing
conditions like psychosis and bipolar
disorder that do. The FAA's 2016 Pilot
Fitness Aviation Rulemaking Committee
recommended peer support, enhanced
training for medical examiners, approved
new medications that can be taken during
active flying, and public campaigns to
reduce stigma, alongside maintaining a
safe medication list for pilots.
(jagriti.chandra@thehindu.co.in)

THE GIST

v

The trauma among the crew
post the crash and suggestions
of deliberate pilot action
resulting in a crash have once
against brought under focus
the mental health of Indian
pilots who are known to be
under tremendous stress
because of a multitude of
factors

v

Many pilots — especially those
flying high-frequency domestic
sectors across the industry —
face relentless rosters and
consecutive layovers that leave
little room for rest or
meaningful family
engagement. Over time, the
cumulative toll of such
schedules can strain personal
bonds and foster a sense of
isolation

v

In February 2023, the DGCA
issued a circular on “mental
health promotion” to
encourage self-reporting.
DGCA-empanelled doctors,
who conduct pilots’ annual
medical exams, were directed
to use a 29-point questionnaire
to assess cognitive functions
and alertness. But the medical
circular provides no details to
pilots about what this scrutiny
may entail, and for which
conditions

What deters pilots from seeking help for mental health

concerns
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Despite growing awareness of mental health issues post-pandemic, many pilots
remain reluctant to seek help for anxiety, depression, or burnout.

HAEERT & §I TR W JHENSH & SR ¥ dedl SIRReddT & J1avg, $s grdc
fia, feu=m, a1 sHange & forg meg o 3 fegwd

This reluctance is not just due to social stigma, but also out of fear that disclosure
could affect their medical clearance and earning capacity.

Ig feafearge Had ATHINTG Hed b HRUIE] §, Sieh 39 8 b HRU HI 8 fh
G B3 ¥ 7! Rifeaiia Wipf iR 3 &mdr )R SRR Us 96l g

Mental Health Crisis Among Indian Pilots Post Air India Crash

TR 31 gdedT & 91g YR UrIael | aFRe s Gdhe

A day after the world saw live visuals of Air India’s Boeing 787-8 aircraft turn go up
in flames 32 seconds after taking off from Ahmedabad for London on June 12, a
pilot commanding the Air India Delhi-Frankfurt flight suffered a panic attack as he
lined up the aircraft on the runway.

12 [ DI 3EHGIEIG Y e off I TAR ST & qI57 787-8 fAW0H & SSH WRA &
32 QS T1S 3T O & T AT HY & 199 S & STal Faet, TR i )
feeh-Therhd IS & T Urgde & faHM I7d TR A8 37 HId IHY Uf® sidw
ST
The pilot, who was operating the same type of aircraft involved in the crash, a
Boeing 787, promptly returned it to the boarding gate after informing the air traffic
control that a crew person onboard had falleniill.

Urgere, S 3l WP R & faUH (Boeing 787) &1 381 3% & Sl gheT H WS o1, 3 98
FEd gU TR P Heta 3 Ya1 &1 ¥ 0o 3 Hewa fuR 81 71 § R gXd faum
! FITST I | U9 o 37T

A few days later, a young First Officer, also on Air India’s Boeing 787 aircraft,
reported sick for his flight as he could not sleep before his duty as his mind kept
replaying the different scenarios that may have occurred inside the cockpit
moments before the worst air accident in the country in three decades in which 260
people were charred to death.

$ ferl 91g, TR 33T & Boeing 787 fadM IR S1RA U& gaT B SMfbaR -
3T ISH & T AR g 3 Ja=i1 &1, i a8 SYET | g Al 8] TbT; IqHT
fSANT IR-GR HUAT BT ¥8T [ /1 B fiF =1 &t Jad Wivor 915 ge 4
3l® Ugdl diwiue | T §31 I, FoRrH 260 ST S #R 7T |

‘I was on a downward spiral,” the young pilot told The Hindu on condition of
anonymity.

39 gaT URIee A THATH 36 &1 I R & g &1 9ar, “H AP =9 A gedr of
Bl UTI”

The last message he had exchanged with the First Officer of the ill-fated flight,
Clive Kundar, the social media feed and the relentless television coverage
“‘weighed a little heavy on me,” he said.

I Fal 5 g IS & W SR FeTed Hav & Y Sifew Ty,
Hiere Hifsar Bis, SR AR Sdt Tave - I "SIt AFRS gara § Sid e

He and a few friends “cried it out” as an exercise in collective purging to cope
with the tragedy that had struck their close colleagues.

3T 3R IYP $3 Gl - 39 A I Fuer & fog, ormm 376 st aeaifal
DI YUITId fobarm T, Ueh e ! ATHfe® Y01 Ufshar & U T "IAB HIaATSH B
e AT |

In the days following the crash, many First Officers and cabin crew would report
sick as they battled post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).
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U & 9Ig & o1 §, % W SAMpER 3R BfET § 7 TR g & ga=1 o,
Fiifh d TR erfe® W f&ASITS (PTSD) ¥ I 3% 1

Heightened safety concerns prompted many passengers too to cancel their Air
India bookings.

el JRa fraret & gad ws gl = f oo vaR $fEar gfhm g wr

This along with a combination of other factors that included additional checks
ordered by the DGCA forced Air India to take a “safety pause” and reduce
international flights by 15% for a few weeks.

3T 1Y B DGCA gRT 3eflRra sifafved S Ofed &8 o0 HRUl ¥ var gfear
BT "YRET TR A1 UST SR T8 T & AT SaRTEH SSTHI BT 15% TP A

DT USTI

The airline also reached out to pilots and cabin crew offering them peer support,
as well as an in-house psychologist in case of mental health concerns.

TRATE A urgae! iR $fe & AFRie W guwnsi o Rl & ggadf
TEMGT 3R U 39-g13 HAlAT e o gfaen oft i

The trauma among the crew post the crash and suggestions of deliberate pilot
action resulting in a crash have once again brought under focus the mental health
of Indian pilots who are known to be under tremendous stress because of a
multitude of factors which include occupational challenges as well as systemic
failures that excessively penalise the cockpit crew.

g1 & 91 % & dd SMTaTd 3R I8 Yohd foh GHeT AP UrIede 3t dRaTs
& PHRUI S 81 Yobdl| 8, 7 T IR Y HRART URIere] & AHRIS WA | &AM

S fopan 8, S g PRUN I WY 919 & I8 g, [ st gAfaar sk T
WOITRIRTa Wit e § S Siepiie § &1 rdfie® dfed el § |

But one of the dark secrets of the industry remains the reluctance among pilots to
access medical help for mental health concerns because of a perception that they
may either be grounded leading to loss of pay, or their licence being cancelled.
Al S ST BT U BIAT Hd I8 o [0 Urgac ARG ward et gawsii &
fore Rifrear TeTaar a9 | TavTd §, Hifd 3¢ Ol © [ T I 9 d TS S
TP A4 TiaT Wb & I1 371 ATAH g 81 Gl g

“Some airlines provide pilots with relatively stable rosters, but in many others,
unpredictable schedules and inadequate notice of changes disrupt personal
routines, making it difficult to plan family or social time,” says Captain
Subhashish Majumdar, a former airline executive and senior commander with
long-haul international flying experience.

Fo GURNY AS[ER, S U Ud TaREgH SRIGRT 3R wal a%siﬂvé@%
I I rfrafira Aega iR ufkads 1 srqatw ga-T & SRl Afeaa feraat
yHTE 81t §, S wifvaries ar aranfore Twg &1 aie1 S99 Hi8- gl s g 17
“In many organisations even casual leave requires prior sanction or has to be
justified with documentary evidence, and calling in sick at the last moment can
lead to administrative scrutiny.

‘T TTTo-! | T8l dd b pgsrd did & e ot yd wiepfa a1 gwardsit ywmor &t
IS Bl B, 3R SAfAH &o1 F fHAR TAH U YRMHAS Sid BT I AT
TSargl”

Additionally, time-zone changes, graveyard shifts, and night flying can leave a
pilot’s body clock out of sync for days.”

g% 3fTdT, IHY &F | deard, Id ot Rue, 3R AP 381, U6 Urgae &1
e 9t 7 w3 3 o sRighea s << 8
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Pilot Mental Health Concerns and Aviation Work Conditions

TrIde] B AFRIS Wad IR 3R 359 o fRufaar

Mr. Majumdar acknowledges that he personally benefited from a stable schedule
during much of his career.

St TSAER AMd § {6 IR 3 SRR & itz I9g o fRR e1dew o1 oy e
But many others — especially those flying high-frequency domestic sectors —
face relentless rosters and consecutive layovers that leave little room for rest or
meaningful family engagement.

AP S 3T — [T T A S SRR W ISHI § T @ & — I AR S
3R TH & 91 Th $H1 BT YT HRAT USdl 5, o SR 1 IRaR & a1y
AT JSTa $! [SS To S|

“Pilots across airlines speak of strained relationships, missed birthdays and
school events, and the emotional fatigue of being physically present but
emotionally distant.”

“fafis TIRATEA! % Urde aqTayqut feal, g gu il oik SIS, qUT
Wwaﬁaﬁaﬂﬁ%wémﬁaw@ra‘rﬁaﬁ@ﬁ . Qfp AFRIe
LUK
Over time, the cumulative toll of such schedules can strain personal bonds and
foster a sense of isolation.

Y & 1Y, T pri diferepralt o1 Tt YU Saferird REdl & 919 Uel &R Jobdl &
3R UHTHIUA DI HIGT Dl oH ¢ Fobdl g

Within aviation circles, this phenomenon is informally referred to as Aviation-
Induced Divorce Syndrome.

%aumaaﬁsa@rﬁm SFTERE w0 ¥ TRvRH-deTvs s Righ sa1 o
[

Industry Pressures and Managem ent Challenges
Iy gaTg 3R weH @

He acknowledges the pressure airline managements face. “This is a cost-sensitive
industry, with wajer-thin margips, volatile input costs, and fierce competition.”
98 WHR B g [P TRART UseH &) BB SF1d BT ITHAT BT UsSdl g | “T8 Th
ARTd-Hae-1RITd ST &, R 95 &0 @Y, SRR anTe, 3R o wfavadf gt
%I”

“‘Managements walk a tightrope between viability and crew welfare.”

“YS DI ATHYGAT 3R F BT & &1 Yo - ISl g 1”

Mental Health Reluctance Among Pilots

Ugdel # UHFRIS WA e a4 o1 31519

Despite growing awareness of mental health issues post-pandemic, many pilots
remain reluctant to seek help for anxiety, depression, or burnout.

TEMRI & d1¢ AFRI® TR GH™TSM & Uid 9gd! SITReddl & S[a9g, & Uridce
fia, f&u=m, o1 senmse & fow weraar o 9 fgaedhd §

This reluctance stems from fear that disclosure could affect their medical clearance
and earning capacity.

Ig feafdaree 30 ST I 3 8 fs gamn a1 § 3ot fafeaiia Wefa sik ema
AT TR 3R US 91 g |

“Even if stigma is easing, the consequences of seeking help are uncertain,” says
Mr. Majumdar.
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“Ud & PP O HH AT 81, A Tgraar a4 & ufeomy anf oft arfFfda 7 off
IR F8d &

“In a profession where medical fithess determines livelihood, that becomes a
serious deterrent.”

éﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂfﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%@ﬁﬁmwwm
"

WiIIiam_Hoffman’s 2022 Study on Pilots' Health Behavior
UIIdel & WY HAdgR IR faferad giead o1 2022 &7 3ad

A 2022 study by William Hoffman, a U.S.-based neurologist, found that 56.1% of
3,765 U.S. pilots reported a “history of healthcare avoidance behaviour”.

SR & QRIaiTore faferaw gTea+ gRT fPU 1T 2022 & 3w & urm w1 &

%765 3R] Urgee! H ¥ 56.1% T GEHTA A TA1d & dgR” Bl BRI
I

The main reason cited was fear of losing their aeromedical certificate.

SUHT T HRUN YT CRIATSH YHIUIT G $T 3

Indian pilots too mention complicated, lengthy, and inefficient regulatory

processes, with cases of year-long groundings due to misdiagnoses.

YR urgere o sifed, ddt sik smmuTdt Frarass ufesansi &t 910 o §, o

TTed feM & $RU TS 914 a9 31 ISFET /AT 2|

The situation is likely to worsen for mental health concerns, given stigma and lack

of clear guidance from regulators.

AARYS R FHAT3 & A | (U 3R faire gl 8, Fife deid 3R

e 3 3k 3 Ty fam-fd=n &t w4t 8

DGCA Circular on Mental Health Promotion (February 2023)
AP WY a4 TR DGCA TRUT (WBRas! 2023)

In February 2023, the DGCA issued a circular on “mental health promotion” for
flight crew and air traffic controllers.

WAt 2023 H, DGCA - TITE P 3R TWR ¢ftheh hgtadd & [T “HHRI® Wred
Had W uRuz R

Airlines, charter operators, and flying schools were mandated to establish non-
punitive peer-support programmes to encourage self-reporting.

TERETEH!, ATER SURERT 3R TS WG al & Wafwses KU & darar o & forg IR-
TSTHS YeHHT YTl BTAHH & B o1 Fe=r faar mar|

Medical Assessment Protocol by DGCA
DGCA gRT fafeea geaie

DGCA-empanelled doctors were directed to use a 29-point questionnaire to assess
cognitive functions and alertness.

DGCA-Ud § N SiaeR! &l WIS BT 3R Jaddl BT Jedidh $HR & fad
29-fig wyTaeht o1 ST B HT T e T

Pilots with a poor score must be referred to the DGCA’s Medical Directorate.

31 grIeiel o 3 HH 8111, 3¢ DGCA & AfSHa fd=mera o N sifard gl
On July 22, DGCA reminded doctors to use the questionnaire.

22 S@TS I DGCA 7 Sidex] &) 5 UTaeh & UanT &1 arg faems |

“Some of us have asked the DGCA about the grading scale, and what protocol to
follow when concerns are identified,” says Sangeeta Kujur, a DGCA-empanelled
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examiner.

“TIH I $S 7 DGCA I 4T § for AfET Wba o1 gift, 3R o9 Pis woen fia ot an
ufshar 3T B, pedl € W PoR, St DGCA-Ue @1 Udterds 3R gd o TR gfean
TR 3 g fafher siftert @ 8
The medical circular provides no details to pilots about the nature of scrutiny or the
specific conditions that may be examined.

gg fFaferea uRuz uraarel &1 o &Y uepfa a1 for fRufadimfeat w o gnft, saat
PIg AHDRI 81 Tl

Regulatory Reforms Post-Germanwings Crash (March 2015)
ﬁ##mgm(nﬁzms) & 91 fFrame gur

In March 2015, the Germanwings crash was deliberately caused by First Officer
Andreas Lubitz, who had a history of suicidal tendencies and was declared unfit
to work.

uTd 2015 T wHAfdwT gHe Mg wyw fer efgara gives gR1 Hrars

gﬂjﬂ R g STeTaTe TRIaY $1 SR U7 3R BT B F g srw Sifva
RIR IS

Lubitz had kept his medical status hidden from his employer.

qfoes A e fiforean Rufa sra= fRratear & gus <t

Following this, regulators globally overhauled policies — Europe introduced pilot
medical database, random health checks, and peer support programmes.
3% d1c, Ay At 3 -t ifaal Tnfira & — gR 7 uraee e ety
qrefed® WA &g, 3R GgHHI Jerddl HRIHH Y& [h |

The FAA clarified that mental health issues rarely disqualify pilots (0.1%
rejection rate) and listed only severe conditions like psychosis and bipolar
disorder as disqualifying.

FAA 7 Y {53 fob AT TTRA THRATSH & SRUT UrIde] o1 Sraigdl gei @
(0.1% SRAPIA gT) 3R Had AAfaPpid 3R FTsuier fETaiis ot iR fRufaar 8
&reﬂm?n 1 HRU & &

The FAA’s 2016 Pilot Fitness Aviation Rulemaking Committee recommended
peer support, training for medical examiners, approval of certain medications,
and public campaigns to reduce stigma.

FAA 1 2016 B! Urgae fthey ufaue= g aftfa 3 gl geraar, ffecs!
& fore uirervr, $© arei & Aedl, SR 9 T 9am & R &t aifds
HAP Hl HH fhal o &b |
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As climate change events spike, key focus should be drowning prevention: experts

WORLD DROWNING
PREVENTION DAY

GS IIl: Environment

Zubeda Hamid

At the end of April this year, in
Tamil Nadu a completely
avoidable drowning incident
took place — a four-year-old
girl, while attending a summer
camp at a kindergarten, fell
into a water tank in the
premises, and died. Media
reports indicate that the 11-feet
deep tank was uncovered.
Beyond the immediate police
and government action that
was taken however, the larger
question remains as to how
safe urban spaces — schools,
roads, public places and
homes — are, when it comes to
preventing drowning deaths.

‘When we think of
drowning, we think of large
waterbodies — rivers, lakes
and the ocean — but not many
people realise that a person
can drown even in one inch of
warer, says Jagnoor Jagnoor, a
public health researcher and
programme lead for injury,
The George Institute for

Global Health. “Bucket dearths,
for instance, are very
common,” she says.

Significantly, research
indicates that younger people
are more likely to die of
drowning in canals, dams,
swimming pools, water pits,
tanks, wells etc., with
one-third of all drowning
deaths being in the 0-14 age
group, says Rakhi Dandona,
Director of Injury Prevention
Centre at the Public Health
Foundation of India, over
email. “Absence of a caretaker,
unsafe environments and lack
of swimming skills are risk
factors for the 0-15 age group,
while unsafe environments,
lack of toilets and the use of
alcohol are risk factors for
those above 15. Importantly,
most people who died by
drowning were alone at the
time of the event — this has
implications for prevention,”
she notes.

Impact of climate change
What can make
badly-designed or
non-maintained urban spaces
dangerous, is that with a rise

in climate change events,
heavy rain and flooding are
beginning to affect an
increasing number of cities,
turning even small pits,
sewers and channels on
roadsides into potential
hazards.

In the January 2025 paper
‘Drowning in Our Progress?
Tackling the Growing Menace
of Urban Floods in India,” by
Panna Chandra Nath and
Aditya K. Josh, the authors
state that every year, lakhs of
people are affected by urban
floods in India, and almosr all
major cities face the problem,
in addition to smaller cities.
“From 2011 to 2020, floods in
India claimed approximately
1,500 human lives annually,”
the paper states.

The World Health
Organization in its December
2023 Global Status Report on
Drowning Prevention
estimated that 75% of fatalities
in flood-related disasters are
drowning deaths. Along with
increased frequency and
severity of flood disasters and
unplanned urbanisation, the
number of people exposed to

. i

i B

Taking precautions: Government, communities and the private secter have

a key role to play in preventing drowning deaths. FILE PHOTO

hazards is rising, it adds.

Why are channels
uncovered, pools unfenced,
drains unsilted and water
tanks not lidded so often in
our cities? The issue, says a
senior urban planning expert,
lies with both design and
maintenance. Urban
engineering is not always
prioritised as it should be,
leading to badly-designed
utilities that do not account
for pedestrian space and
safety. Even when the design
is good and is implemented, it
is often patchy.

The other major issue, is to
do with maintenance “How to
finance servicing and upkeep
is a problem for almost all
cities. What happens then is
that the utility is built, but due
to a lack of maintenance or
repairs, it does not function as
it should, or is incomplete for
long periods, posing a hazard
that is compounded by even
small amounts of rain.”

Prioritising flood resilience
One critical gap is that *Smart”
cities (under the Smart Cities
Mission) are not being built

with flood resilience in mind,
points out Dr. Jagnoor. Even
flagship schemes like the
Jawaharlal Nehru Urban
Renewal Mission do not
prioritise floods and urban
flooding in their strategies,
states the research paper.

Planning for flooding,
designing for it, and
increasing awareness among
first-responders should all be
part of making cities more
resilient towards urban floods,
she says.

While the National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA) now takes cognisance
of urban flooding, with the
Management of Urban
Flooding guidelines released
in 2010, the WHO notes that
policies for disaster risk
management in India do not
specify drowning. Nor is
drowning in urban floods
considered in the National
Strategy for Prevention of
Unintentional Injury, which
focuses on drowning
prevention as one of its goals,
both critical gaps that need
addressing, says Dr. Jagnoor.

Where, ultimately, does the

As Climate Change Events Spike, Key Focus Should Be
Drowning Prevention: Experts

Y-S STerarg uivad @ geTe 96 ¥81 €, 9T ST gaa
¥ 9919 WR T A1 famiug

At the end of April this year, in Tamil Nadu a completely avoidable drowning
incident took place — a four-year-old girl, while attending a summer camp at a
kindergarten, fell into a water tank in the premises, and died.

U 1A 30 & 3id &, afiraerg & Ue I ok I <Ielt off Yh arelt ga+ 3t geT
T8 — U%h IR 9Td 3t 9=l o U O &y & a8 38 of, fbsmda & R &
Ry urit Y et o R 72 SR g 1 IS |

Media reports indicate that the 11-feet deep tank was uncovered.

Hifsan

RUIET & 3R, 11 Wie T3 @ o1 e & i

responsibility lie? While the
government has a major
responsibility, communities
and the private sector have a
role to play as well, in
ensuring flood resilience,
safety and preventing
drowning deaths.

“The private sector is
responsible for a large chunk
of constructions and some
responsibility has to be taken,”
says the urban planning
expert.

At smaller levels too, at
home and outside, upkeep of
facilities, regular monitoring,
ensuring that safety
equipment works and that
safety laws are implemented
in practice are crucial. This
includes identification of
potential hazards and
measures to mitigate them.
“We, as the community, have
a major role in this. If we do
not use unsafe facilities and
equipment, we reduce the
chance of drowning and we
also then force the facilities for
upkeep,” says Dr. Dandona.

As the WHO says anyone
can drown; no one should.
(zubeda.h@thehindu.co.in)

Beyond the immediate police and government action that was taken however, the
larger question remains as to how safe urban spaces — schools, roads, public
places and homes — are, when it comes to preventing drowning deaths.

BT debTd Yo 3N TRPTRY SIS F1 TS, Al 3T JaTd I8 ¢ b et
— O b ¥, TSP, Ardui-e R 3R TR — a4 J g4 arelt Hidl & A &
A H e JRfdd g
When we think of drowning, we think of large waterbodies — rivers, lakes and the
ocean — but not many people realise that a person can drown even in one inch of
water, says Jagnoor Jagnoor, a public health researcher and programme lead
for injury, The George Institute for Global Health.

SER

F IR T Td §, O gF 93 o Hal — Afeay, e o I9g — IR

T Grad €, Qe 9gd ¥ AN 181 ofiFd fob is fad dhad Teb 39 U1 J 1 g Tdar

2, U1 BE1 § SR SRR @1, S fob Ardefres T gyt 3R gl v

e 8, T Sl SR BR Teliee 8 J|
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“‘Bucket deaths, for instance, are very common,” she says.

qTee} H GEN €14 aTelt H, SaTeRU & IR W, 95 AW B, F FE B
Significantly, research indicates that younger people are more likely to die of
drowning in canals, dams, swimming pools, water pits, tanks, wells etc., with
one-third of all drowning deaths being in the 0-14 age group, says Rakhi
Dandona, Director of Injury Prevention Centre at the Public Health Foundation of
India, over email.

Heaquf 51 I8 & fr My c2iar 8 fr $H Y & AT ol fF 0-14 af FI Iy F o=,
e, qied, fRafdi ua, s, i, Haif onfe o S 1A 31 it |HTaHT 9d
¥ alt 5o A g€ el & Uop-RieTE 2 0-14 Mg & A A &, 01 b &
SIS &1, off o UfedTahr B! BTSSR it fear o Sort fiax dex &t Fex® B

“Absence of a caretaker, unsafe environments and lack of swimming skills are
risk factors for the 0-15 age group, while unsafe environments, lack of toilets
and the use of alcohol are risk factors for those above 15.

“SEHTA B T Pt AU, SRIRTE ATATaROT 3R ARTDI BT SUTT 0-15 3T
it & fore T & dR® §, Tafe 15 a6 | 3iftre & o & fore sRqRfer ararawwr,
METEl B HHI 3R IR BT Vg SEH $ PRSP ¢ |

Importantly, most people who died by drowning were alone at the time of the
event — this has implications for prevention,” she notes.

Teayul =0 |, UG AN off §a1 o W, d g1 & G 3hd J — T8 APUM
& fore iR Wda AT 8 d I 6 |

Impact of Climate Change

SAarg URad= &1 gy

What can make badly-designed or non-maintained urban spaces dangerous, is
that with a rise in climate change events, heavy rain and flooding are beginning to
affect an increasing number of cities, turning even small pits, sewers and channels
on roadsides into potential hazards.

TRIE &7 I FET1T a1 STt 1 1S gt STl & WRAD &1 Uohell ©§ T8 &
Saarg ufkad @1 gersii & gia & Ty, Ut auf 3R 918 31F 31w § it e
DI YUTTId B At 8, o I8! & AR &1 BICt fgal, ferar Sk a-a of
T ekl J 96 oI1d & |

In the January 2025 paper ‘Drowning in Our Progress? Tackling the Growing
Menace of Urban Floods in India,’ by Panna Chandra Nath and Aditya K. Josh,
the authors state that every year, lakhs of people are affected by urban floods in
India, and almost all major cities face the problem, in addition to smaller cities.
TG 2025 & TMYTH ‘Drowning in Our Progress? Tackling the Growing
Menace of Urban Floods in India’ ¥ 9T g ATY 3R MTfeed &. SR FHgd g fb
YR B g2 T, Al d et 916 @ gHifad €1 7, ofR et goft 9 wedl b
Y- BIE JMER H 3T JHWT BT AHAT IR 5 |

“From 2011 to 2020, floods in India claimed approximately 1,500 human lives
annually,” the paper states.

U MYTH & SR, “2011 F 2020 TH, HRA T 91¢ H T AT T 1,500 TRN B
g

The World Health Organization in its December 2023 Global Status Report on
Drowning Prevention estimated that 75% of fatalities in flood-related disasters
are drowning deaths.

fay Wy WIS (WHO) 7 37 fadiar 2023 & o A Ay WR afys fRufa
o & g v o a1e @ Hefira smugrei 7 g2 75% Hid gaa & BRU gl 8
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Along with increased frequency and severity of flood disasters and unplanned
urbanisation, the number of people exposed to hazards is rising, it adds.

ROYE 7 7 27t g1 T 2 b TE Y STUGTSN Y Tt SRy 3R St dut e
TENPHIU & BRI Gkl b TS A M4 1 ANl FT T 96 W 2

Why are channels uncovered, pools unfenced, drains unsilted and water tanks
not lidded so often in our cities?

AR YER1 | AT Ga, e {31 918 &, Aferat egad, SR ur @Y <t fae
TFHT S I @l 87

The issue, says a senior urban planning expert, lies with both design and
maintenance.

gaﬁgﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁw%&m,w%ﬁmaﬁvw-maﬁﬁﬁ%a
|

Urban engineering is not always prioritised as it should be, leading to badly-
designed utilities that do not account for pedestrian space and safety.

e SR BT IRR a8 UrdfHesdl el & STt i & ST 9nfe T, foras @R
mﬁﬁmm%ﬁﬂmmﬁmﬁ?w&nwmﬁ

Even when the design is good and implemented, it is often patchy.

o fEomg oresT 3R ary &iar ot 8, I 1 I8 SRR SYRT AT SRATd gl ¢ |

The other major issue is to do with maintenance.

TH 3R TIE 1 IWRE@14 3 I8! 6

“How to finance servicing and upkeep is a problem for almost all cities.

TERETT 3R T & forg famt dioor & fvan s — g ey ot =i & forg
TS g1 2|

What happens then is that the utility is built, but due to lack of maintenance or
repairs, it does not function as it should, or is incomplete for long periods, posing
a hazard that is compounded by even small amounts of rain.”

9 81 98 ® & Suafran (gfaem &1 fFwfor @ 811 8, dfe IR ar svwa ot
P & HRUI I8 Tel A HTH 8] Hdl, I 69 0T a9 3¢} Wwll §, 3R I8 TH T
GaRT 99 7T & o S A i oft iR iR s 3 81

Prioritising Flood Resilience

CIFGEIGINEE IR D ECTI)

One critical gap is that ‘Smart’ cities (under the Smart Cities Mission) are not
being built with flood resilience in mind, points out Dr. Jagnoor.

TP He@yul B I8 § & < 2re?l (S for e Ryt forme & ofaefd oma ) &)
91 AIATI B & § gD g1 §11 Off 8T §, T He1 ¢ ST SR F

Even flagship schemes like the Jawaharlal Nehru Urban Renewal Mission do not
prioritise floods and urban flooding in their strategies, states the research paper.
gl o [ SareRard Hgve Ja-T R=gara fi=r ot uiga ayerng off oot

i & aTe 3R e 91g ) wnufiear e i, Y Uz H a8 S T R |
Planning for flooding, designing for it, and increasing awareness among first-
responders should all be part of making cities more resilient towards urban floods,
she says.

1 D AT FFT, IS9P IR FSHT8H HeAT, 3R Uy wlafssar 37 arel o
SRE& T 9T — awmm@ﬁm%mmﬁmmmwm

91 9IRT, 3 FEe B

While the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) now takes
cognisance of urban flooding, with the Management of Urban Flooding
guidelines released in 2010, the WHO notes that policies for disaster risk
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management in India do not specify drowning.

HNIIED 3TYST Y&e YTRIBGIUT (NDMA) 37§ X163} 91¢ ! {1l Sl 8, 3R

2010 # IR 39 WS MESATEH & dgd BIH PR @1 8, Qb WHO BT Hel &

f% yRa o smuer sfEH ydeq ot Hifodl § gaq &1 #13 I 8 §

Nor is drowning in urban floods considered in the National Strategy for

Prevention of Unintentional Injury, which focuses on drowning prevention as one

of its goals, both critical gaps that need addressing, says Dr. Jagnoor.

g5} de b AT 3w § et FNet B AP YU 7 +f 275 a1 & g1 B

SNfAre g fosan T §, Safds gau Bt ABUTH 3 IUHITS 61 T 7 A9 § — I gl

& iR Bt § R W @ <1 Sl 8, U1 el @ ST, SR

Where, ultimately, does the responsibility lie? While the government has a major

responsibility, communities and the private sector have a role to play as well, in

ensuring flood resilience, safety and preventing drowning deaths.
Rraa 82 oiel T 3R TRPR % T Rrdler 2, 78 e

3R fAeit g ot oft ufteT § — a1 aiaTuA, gRam aﬁv-@ﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁaﬁ

Ao Tl

“The private sector is responsible for a large chunk of constructions and some

responsibility has to be taken,” says the urban planning expert.

“foroft @ S5 IR Ao STt & R SeR § 8k 94 3o formdert o+t 61 gt
U FHE1 § I8} dierT faReg &1

At smaller levels too, at home and outside, upkeep of facilities, regular
monitoring, ensuring that safety equipment works and that safety laws are
implemented in practice are crucial.

W 3R TR, Bie TWRI R off, glaumsit &1 vewamg, fafta AR, a8 gffEa
Wﬁ?ﬁv&nmmm@% ahvgv&nmﬁwﬁm%mm
TET® — 3 Wft o oo |

This includes identification of potential hazards and measures to mitigate them.
STE FUIfId TeRl @t Uga IR S8 $H B & UM A B |

“We, as the community, have a major role in this. If we do not use unsafe facilities
and equipment, we reduce the chance of drowning and we also then force the
facilities for upkeep,” says Dr. Dandona.

g9, U QUGN & ©U H, S0 Aga@yqul YffreT AuTd €1 3R 51 SRIRféa gfaursi
3R IUPHRVI BT SUIANT a1 B, Al gH T Pt HHTGAT HH B 3 3R 1Y 8
glaemaif ¥ @@ & oy Aoty Wi xd §,” 11 e § ST SieHT B

As the WHO says, anyone can drown; no one should.

391 5 WHO gaT 8, B1¢ 1t 5o wopeT ; el oY 1) gaen TR
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India UK. trade deal
likely to boost farm
export growth by 20%

The India-United Kingdom CETA ‘sharpens’ India’s competitive edge on a

number of agricultural and food-related items, according to an official

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he government ex-
T pects the India-
UK. Comprehen-

sive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) signed
by the two countries on
Thursday to lead to sub-
stantial benefits for a varie-
ty of Indian export-orient-
ed sectors such as
agriculture, textiles, leath-
er, chemicals, and engi-
neering goods, according
to officials who are aware
of the calculations.

Under the deal, the U.K.
will benefit from a 12 per-
centage point average tariff
reduction — from the cur-
rent average of 15% to a
new average of 3% — for ex-
ports to India. It will see a
removal or reduction of ta-
riffs on 90% of the tariff
lines, covering 92% of the
items currently exported
from the U.K .to India.

Among the items that
will find cheaper access to
the India market from the
U.K. are whiskey, items re-
lated to aerospace, auto-
mobiles and electrical
machinery.

The economic and trade
deal was signed in the UK
by Union Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal and the U.K’.s Secre-
tary of State for Business
and Trade Jonathan Rey-
nolds, in the presence of

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Win-win deal: PM Narendra Modi, U.K. PM Keir Starmer, Piyush

Goyal and Jonathan Reynolds at Chequers, England. AP

the Prime Ministers of both
the countries.

“In agriculture, India ex-
ports $36.63 billion global-
ly, while the U.K. imports
$37.52 billion, but imports
just $811 million from In-
dia, showing room for
growth in high-value agri
products,” a government
official said. “Duty-free ac-
cess is expected to raise
agriculture exports by over
20% in next three years.”

No sensitive sectors
India has not provided the
U.K access to its most sen-
sitive sectors such as dairy
products, apples, oats, and
edible oils.

“These exclusions re-
flect India’s calibrated
trade strategy — one that
prioritises food security,
domestic price stability,
and vulnerable farming

communities,” according
to the official.

Competitive edge

Apart from this, the deal
“sharpens” India’s com-
petitive edge on a number
of agricultural and food-re-
lated items, the official ex-
plained. For example, in
the export of fresh grapes
to U.K., the deal provides
India an advantage over
Brazil and brings it on par
with top exporters such as
Egypt and South Africa.

In processed food prep-
arations, the deal helps In-
dia gain ground on the
U.S., China, and Thailand.

“Notably, in the pro-
cessed food sector, tariffs
on 99.7% of lines have
been slashed from as high
as 70% to zero, offering a
major boost for Indian ex-
porters,” the official said.
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India U.K. trade deal likely to boost farmexport growth by
20%

HRA-fafew R waehd @ oY fFrafa & 20% 3 afg 89 F
TG 8|

The India-United Kingdom CETA ‘sharpens’ India’s competitive edge on a number of
agricultural and food-related items, according to an official

YRA-gAT3cS fhrsn WEdT #3 oY i TSl avgsi ™ URd & ufawufas
A DI "der DT 3, TP SHUBR & STAR

o The government expects the India-U.K. Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) signed by the two countries on Thursday to lead to substantial
benefits for a variety of Indian export-oriented sectors such as agriculture, textiles,
leather, chemicals, and engineering goods, according to officials who are aware
of the calculations.

WHR P Infe § for YR 3R fe & o T¥aR & gxaieiRd sarae nfdfe ok
TIR GHSGT (CETA) HRd & HIV, I, THST, THTA 3R IO aegaff o
s Fafa-3@ &= & fIT wgyul ety awm, SRl & SFaR o TTurTst 9
3T |

e Under the deal, the U.K. will benefit from a 12 percentage point average tariff
reduction — from the current average of 15% to a new average of 3% — for
exports to India.

Y g & d8d, G,&. DI 12 Ufa=Id 3! &) 3Nwa SRw Hetdt &1 ary e —
S G 3T 15% & UTHR 3% B ST — YR DI fbt SH arel fHafal & for|

e It will see a removal or reduction of tariffs on 90% of the tariff lines, covering
92% of the items currently exported from the U.K. to India.
0 90% ¥® ATgl IR NP I geM AW FH HA B a1 §, S aa@H H g b, ¥
YR DI Fafd & S arelt 92% awgaii & Hax S|

e Among the items that will find cheaper access to the India market from the U.K.
are whiskey, items related to aerospace, automoblles and electrical machinery.

3 aegeff T ol g,%. W URed SToIR § It Ugd Ui dhait, 394 fgwat,
TR, aﬁﬁmﬁ?ﬁmmﬁwﬁawm%

e The economic and trade deal was signed in the UK by Union Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal and the U.K.’s Secretary of State for Business
and Trade Jonathan Reynolds, in the presence of the Prime Ministers of both the
countries.

Tg 3 3R TR THSIAr g,&. H HIRT & qTfored 3R ST =it digy e iR
e & SR wfa ST ¥Eieg ¥ gR1 I R & UuTe H#iEET @1 Sufufa |

ESIEIRGEEEN

e “In agriculture, India exports $36.63 billion globally, while the U.K. imports $37.52
billion, but importsjust $811 million from India, showing room for growth in high-
value agri products a government official said.

T WHR! MABRY A FeT, "HiY 87 §, YR If¥F T I $36.63 fafera &1 Fafa
HRT ], Safd g%, $37.52 fafera &1 smard oxar g, Afh YR | Had $811
%ﬁr%u-—raﬁre"raﬂumw%, oY S=-ea oY Iaurel | gfs & Jomsw fowars ot
"
o “Duty-free access is expected to raise agriculture exports by over 20% in next
three years.”

Y TR o A el A P Frata & 20% @ it Y 9 ) wuha
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¢ No sensitive sectors
Hdg-=iter &1 BT 18- @ T

o India has not provided the U.K. access to its most sensitive sectors such as
dairy products, apples, oats, and edible oils.
YR A L. BT A0 TR G 1 O [ 2t Sere, T, o 3R
QT a Ugd e <t 7

o “These exclusions reflect India’s calibrated trade strategy — one that
prioritises food security, domestic price stability, and vulnerable farming
communities,” according to the official.

Y SESHRUT YR B! HAGTRITS ATYR 0T FF i § — S GTer JRa,
WY Yo fRITAT 3R FHASIR PP FHGM! &1 UUfHdmdr 3t 3, 3ifer) &

SR

o Competitive edge

ufauyters oty

o Apart from this, the deal “sharpens” India’s competitive edge on a number

of agrlcultural and food-related items, the official explalned
<G ST, T8 AT HRA & B P 3R @ Weifdrd Searel d
yrraufare sgd 31 AR e v BT €, SRER I wHE)

o For example, in the export of fresh grapes to U.K., the deal provides India an
advantage over Brazil and brings it on par with top exporters such as Egypt
and South Africa.

I2TERUN & forT, et SRR & 4 3. H! fAafd & ug Iueiar URd & seid IR
Fed 3aT 8 3R fire 3R gféror snplet SR iy fafds! & sRIeR arar g1

o In processed food preparations, the deal helps India gain ground on the
U.S., China, and Thailand.

YEpd WTel IATGH T T8 JHSNAT HRd o1 3T, DA ik ursds W sga
G o Ueg o o

o “Notably, in the processed food sector, tariffs on 99.7% of lines have been
slashed from as high as 70% to zero, offering a major boost for Indian
exporters,” the official said.

fIRIY U T, WRiTpd T &F § 99.7% A1E1 IR NG B 70% A eTHR
I R a1 T 8, oR YR Faias! &1 ST Wiearg= e, Sifusrt A

$ell
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Engineering, textile
MSME:s set to benefit

---------------------------

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

Two major sectors that
have a dominant presence
of Micro, Small and Medi-
um-scale Enterprises
(MSMESs) and are expected
to gain immensely from
the India-U.K. Comprehen-
sive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) are tex-
tiles and engineering.
Elimination of tariffs on
textiles and garments from
the earlier average 12% will
remove the duty disadvan-
tage that the Indian expor-
ters faced in the U.K. with
competitors such as Ban-
gladesh and Cambodia,
said government officials.
The segments poised for
exponential growth in-
clude ready-made gar-
ments, home textiles, car-
pets, and handicrafts.
While the U.K’s total im-
ports of $26.95 billion of
textile and clothing are
lower than India’s global
exports of $ 36.71 billion,
India still supplies only
$1.79 billion to the U.K.

Ready-made garment exports
are likely to get afillip.

With the CETA promising
duty-free access and remo-
val of trade barriers, this
sector is well-positioned to
increase its footprint in the
U.K. market, they said.

In engineering, 1,659 ta-
riff lines have been made
duty-free giving a major ex-
port boost. The expecta-
tion is duty-free engineer-
ing goods exports will
double in five years to $7.5
billion by 2029-2030. U.K.
is India’s sixth largest ex-
port market for engineer-
ing goods with a growth of
12% in 2024-2025.

Engineering, textile MSMEs set to
benefit

ST, FUST THUHTHS Bl d1H
fore= & Jyraan

India-U.K. Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) — MSME Benefits in Textiles and
Engineering

YRA-foe sy e 3R STUR JHSET (CETA) -
I 3R it &= & MSMEs &Y ey

e Two major sectors that have a dominant presence of
Micro, Small and Medium-scale Enterprises (MSMEs)
and are expected to gain immensely from the India-U.K.
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement
(CETA) are textiles and engineering.

& U & S A, @Y ik 7w SgHl (MSMEs) &
Hogd U § 3R S URa-fyes sarue anfde oiv
YR JHSI (CETA) ¥ 9gd 3P A1H &1 IHiig +R W)
g 3% o 3R it

o Elimination of tariffs on textiles and garments from
the earlier average 12% will remove the duty
disadvantage that the Indian exporters faced in the U.K.
with competitors such as Bangladesh and Cambodia,
said government officials.

WHR & AYSING! 7 Hel i T 3R Y= )

ST 12% & Ydad] Yo B U HIA J YR B! ISR 3R Halfear dd
gfauftfal & ar= ot Y[esta THA giaT YT, a8 AT 81 S|

e The segments poised for exponential growth include ready-made garments,
home textiles, carpets, and handicrafts.

ol & faprT Ft SR SRR &t & Wi § - SR 9%, TR 9, BT, iR
TR

o While the U.K.’s total imports of $26.95 billion of textile and clothing are lower than
India’s global exports of $36.71 billion, India still supplies only $1.79 billion to the

U.K.

STafdh fore GRT $26.95 fafera & a¥d iR URUT &1 a8 STaTd YR & $36.71
m%mﬁﬁaﬁm% YR 3t off Faat $1.79 faferas &1 &) Rafd dar g
|

o With the CETA promising duty-free access and removal of trade barriers, this
sector is well-positioned to increase its footprint in the U.K. market, they said.

TRTRAY 3 Fel fb CETA & dgd Yob-gad Ugd 3R

ATYR ST

P AT fpu

W ¥ 78 87 f9eT & IoR # 3ru-t IufRufa sem & sgar R A 21
e In engineering, 1,659 tariff lines have been made duty-free, giving a major export
boost.

P &7 A 1,659 R @181 > Y[ew-Haa fovar a1 7, S frata &t 91
T A B

e The expectation is duty-free engineering goods exports will double in five years
to $7.5 billion by 2029-2030.
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A 2 T Yeo-gaa SR avgaei @1 frafa sra uif auf & dhr dew
$7.5 fafera=t g1 Smawm, siufq 2029-2030 T |

U.K. is India’s sixth largest export market for engineering goods with a growth of
12% in 2024-2025.

faea, e Sl & e Wk &1 sodi aad go1 fAafa s g, forad
2024-2025 § 12% Pt iR T &1 TS B

Centre releases
new telecom
policy draft

GS |il: Telecom Sector

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

The government will soon
release a new National Te-
lecom Policy, seven years
after the last one was put
out. The Department of Te-
lecommunications (DoT)
on Thursday published the
draft text for comment,
with a vision statement
emphasizing a “telecom
product nation that is dri-
ven by innovation and that
universally connects its ci-
tizens meaningfully, se-
curely and sustainably.”

The terminology is back
to “telecom” from 2018’
National Digital Communi-
cations Policy, with a sec-
tor-specific focus on in-
creasing connectivity,
modernising the domestic
telecom supply chain, and
adding 10 lakh jobs in the
industry (a fourth of the
NDCP's four million tar-
get), while “upskilling” ex-
isting workers. The policy
also emphasises on reduc-
ing the sector’s carbon
footprint by 30% and im-
proving cybersecurity of
telecom firms.

The government has set
a target of covering 90% of
the population with 5G by
2030, and 100% with 4G.
Towers that are connected
by fiber to telecom net-
works (as opposed to wire-
less links to other towers),
are sought to be increased
from 46% to 80%. One mil-
lion wi-fi hotspots are tar-
geted to be set up (a tenth
of the 2018 policy’s target),
and encouraging satellite
internet where needed.

The Centre has also pro-
posed a boost to local re-
search and development
(R&D) efforts in telecom,
and increased Indian part-
cipation in global standar-
disation discussions, par-
ticularly on 6G. Domestic

Aims to build
guantum-secure
communications and

develop Al for
cyberspace

manufacturing should in-
crease 150% by 2030, the
document states.

The draft encourages
the use and development
of Al specifically for cyber-
space, such as in cyberse-
curity, where Al is touted
as both a challenge in of-
fensive terms (such as
through generative Al-
fueled bots attacking tele-
com networks), and in de-
fensive strategies, like sys-
tems that use Al to detect
large attacks and thwart
them at an early stage. It al-
so suggests using Al in
complaint resolution
“through unified portal
and use of ... chatbots”.

The focus on security is
carried on from the 2018
policy, with specific strate-
gies to “monitor Indian
and foreign satellites and
improve mitigation of sa-

tellite  carrier interfe-
rence,” and “increasing
monitoring ... along the

border areas to reduce
cross-border spillage”.
Some of the objectives
are activities where work
has already begun, such as
the mobile number valida-
tion service, to allow insti-
tutions to verify an indivi-
dual mobile user’s identity
The “lawful intercep-
tion” language from the
2018 policy has been elimi-
nated in Thursday’s draft,
and focuses instead on
building quantum-secure
communications. On sus-
tainability, the new policy
also adds the “circular eco-
nomy” imperative of recy-
cling materials from tele-
com equipment in use.

Centre releases new telecompolicy draft

Fg A 8 AR TS 1 Ader st fHar

New National Telecom Policy Draft Released

T XY gREAR +Hifer 1

e The government will soon release a new National Telecom

Policy, seven years after the last one was put out.

TR TG gl A% AP GRUAR A SR} Hfl, el Aifd & ara

qTel dig|

e The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) on Thursday

published the draft text for comment, with a vision statement

emphasizing a “telecom product nation that is driven by

innovation and that universally connects its citizens

meaningfully, securely and sustainably.”

gwimﬁ"—nﬂ (DoT) 1 T¥aR P! fewfordl & forg wrfter qwras

W&mmﬂ WE@WW@T%&TW%"WW
a;%z ¥ S AR | 3 81 3R Srue AR &t

a{t&gﬂf TRfera ok fewprs; wU A TSI

e The terminology is back to “telecom” from 2018’s National
Digital Communications Policy, with a sector-specific focus on
increasing connectivity, modernising the domestic telecom
supply chain, and adding 10 lakh jobs in the industry (a fourth of
the NDCP’s four million target), while “upskilling” existing

workers.

2018 &1 WP fEforea HaR fd & RiF W wearaet e A

"IRGEAR" H 95T TS 7, OgH Hikfae U § SAfRfad] 98M,
TR SRae Y Y1 T, oIk ST A 10 9 At
5+ (NDCP & 40 ARg W67 &1 91iT8) TR & §, 1Y g1 Hie[gT

FUARYY B “3ufRpa” o1 R ot 90 fear man g1

e The policy also emphasises on reducing the sector’s carbon
footprint by 30% and |mprovmg cybersecurity of telecom firms.
gg Hifd aaqﬁ{l DI 30% TAH
Wﬁw&nﬁgﬂwmﬂﬁﬁhﬁ‘cﬁ%

e The government has set a target of covering 90% of the
population with 5G by 2030, and 100% with 4G.

PR = A W1 & [ 2030 TP 90% HTSTET BT 56 H 3R 100%

Pl 4G T HoR foHar S|

Towers connected by fibre (as opposed to wireless links to other towers), are

sought to be increased from 46% to 80%.

BTSSR I IS CTa’ &1 T 46% A TGTHR 80% HR BT A&T § (S Iad H IR
i 4 IS BId 8)!
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One million wi-fi hotspots are targeted to be set up (a tenth of the 2018 policy’s
target), and encouraging satellite internet where needed.

10 TG qTS-PTS BleXIE VT B BT AT 8 (2018 =i & 187 T ggar fgwm),
3R SgT 3TaT B 981 SUUE S & S¢ral fear S|

The Centre has also proposed a boost to local research and development (R&D)
efforts in telecom, and increased Indian participation in global standardisation
discussions, particularly on 6G.

$% WBR 3 VTG FHUT Td fAPRT (R&D) &1 9¢1a1 ¢ 3R AP AP IPHur
Faiei # URd B UG 9¢/, faRy U ¥ 6G W, HT YT 39T ¢ |

Domestic manufacturing should increase 150% by 2030, the document states.
xdTaw &gl a1 | fo av fafawfor o 2030 a@ 150% @ gfg g+t =ikl

The draft encourages the use and development of Al specifically for cyberspace,
such as in cybersecurity, where Al is touted as both a challenge (generative Al-
fueled bots attacking telecom networks), and in defensive strategies (Al systems to
detect large attacks early).

ﬁﬂwwﬁm%a@waﬁ?mﬁmm% o 5

ISR G H, T8t Al Bt TH FHIdT (O TRIed Al Sl T RUTR Aead UR gHa)
IR FRETEF YUY (Al STUTRT §0 1 N T T S S0 H am T B

It also suggests using Al in complaint resolution “through unified portal and use
of ... chatbots”.

Tg RIGTId TUIYH & 1T Al % ITINT HT Y19 <l 8, o “HTpa aida 3R
dedicd & uTeaH J” |

The focus on security is carried on from the 2018 policy, with specific strategies to
“monitor Indian and foreign satellites” and “improve mitigation of satellite
carrier interference”, and “increasing monitoring along the border areas to
reduce cross-border spillage”.

2018 1 Hifa J 37 Fod TUARET W & dbiad fobar 11 7, forgH "Rt 3R
fae=ht Iuusl @1 FARF, "SWIE §XA&8Y & 7 B BI UG, 3R
HaTadt &= # R ggre @ifes dar uR @ Aead Bara S APT o g Sl
oS =M ¢ |
Some of the objectives are activities where work has already begun, such as the
mobile number validation service, to allow institutions to verify an individual mobile
user’s identity.
$O oW R U A B L= 51 gl 8, oI b HiTgel HaR Ty Har, ol
TR fodll Afad & Hiagd SUARTGHdl &I UgaH JATId B I |

The “lawful interception” language from the 2018 policy has been eliminated in
Thursday’s draft, and focus is instead on building quantum-secure
communications.

2018 i & vga “BIF SSRARME” ST U DI THAR & AIS J gl faar M g,
3R 39 PicH-GRIYT TIR §H W & fean T 5|
On sustainability, the new policy also adds the “circular economy” imperative of
recycling materials from telecom equipment in use.

fRRa1 ¥ &3 ¥, 72 Y "adher g 31 1 Sied 8, o grear Sus o @
TR & AU 1 Seral foar T gl
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