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USA Cricket battles for its future amid power

struggle

Frm e mm e —a

PCS

Avan Acharya
Avon Sengupta

In 2019, USA Cricket hand-
ed over the keys to its fu-
ture. American Cricket En-
terprise Inc. (ACE), a
private consortium co-
founded by Sameer Mehta,
Satyan Gajwani, Vijay Srini-
vasan, and Vineet Jain, se-
cured exclusive 50-year
rights to run elite T20 crick-
et in the United States of
America. According to the
Term Sheet signed between
both parties, ACE promised
to bankroll national teams,
build six stadiums, and
launch professional leagues
that would make cricket
America’s next major sport.

On the field, that dream
seems within reach. In

with the private consortium ACE

American
googly

m USA Cricket claims $1.25 million in
unpaid revenue and shrinkage in the 5%
share due to ACE’s franchise deals

A contractual
dispute between
American Cricket
Enterprise Inc.
and USA Cricket

m ACE claims that
USA Cricket

had failed

to meet its

m USA Cricket

must meet the U.S.
Olympic and
Paralympic Commit-

threatens the own tee standards with
t bligati
bf the game onteatons  33,3%0 athicte
representation,
m ACE got 50-year independent

control over the
gamein 2019,in
exchange for
5% revenue

governance, and

enforceable
USA conflict of

Cricket ended interest rules,

promised 2023 with to be part of
to USA 5_6_15_!.1_10 the Olympic
Cricket & e msars (P in liabilities system

2024, the USA - an Asso-  pectations by defeating Pa-

ciate Member of the Inter-
national Cricket Council
(ICC) — co-hosted the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup. The
national team exceeded ex-

kistan and advancing to the
Super 8s. Recognising this
achievement, USA Cricket
was honoured with the ICC
Associate Member Men’s

Team Performance of the
Year award at the recently
held ICC Annual Confe-
rence in Singapore.

But off the field, the sto-
1y has been far less harmo-
nious. With the Olympics
approaching and cricket
newly added to the Los An-
geles 2028 Summer Olym-
pics (LA28) slate, that vision
is fracturing. A year ago,
the ICC placed USA Cricket
“on notice”, and following
the recent AGM, the global
governing body reiterated:
“The organisation remains
on notice (USAC). USAC is
required to undertake com-
prehensive governance re-
forms, including but not li-
mited to completing free
and fair elections within a
three-month period.” A

contractual dispute bet-
ween ACE and USA Cricket
threatens the board’s Olym-
pic certification, its stand-
ing with the ICC, and its
authority over the very
game it is meant to govern.
In a breach notice issued
on June 23 this year, USA
Cricket stated that ACE had
violated major contractual
terms: delayed payments,
missed infrastructure dea-
dlines, governance interfe-
rence, and international
overreach. ACE, in turn, de-
nied wrongdoing, claiming
that USA Cricket had mis-
characterised the Term
Sheet and had failed to
meet its own obligations.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 2

USA Cricket battles for its future amid power struggle with
the private consortium ACE

el Haifdaw wiis & 91y I« 99y & di° Uyt fhee
3 Hfasy & fere wad #3 BT 8

USA Cricket’s Partnership with ACE

guey frde 3R ACE Ft AR

e In 2019, USA Cricket handed over the keys to its future.
2019 ¥ U fpdbe 7 3 yiasy &t ardt Jg €t

e American Cricket Enterprise Inc. (ACE), a private consortium cofounded by Sameer
Mehta, Satyan Gajwani, Vijay Srinivasan, and Vineet Jain, secured exclusive 50-
year rights to run elite T20 cricket in the United States of America.
3AfYa fibde TexuTes . (ACE), O TR R, we Tetar, e
Sifare iR fariia 99 7 fraeR & far o1, &) wgad Isa smiveT # uefle 120
fopdbe Ta™ & faviw 50-adfg fiesr A |

e According to the Term Sheet signed between both parties, ACE promised to
bankroll national teams, build six stadiums, and launch professional leagues that
would make cricket America’s next major sport.

QI Uell & st geateiid e 2fie & 3rgUR, ACE A g
TIETU T, SR URTR AN IR B &1 aral {61, difs fohdhe &I ST B1

SATET W @ ST S G |
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On-Field Success
ASH W ABadl

On the field, that dream seems within reach.

M W, T8 JuT YRT §HaT g1 Uaild gia 8|

In 2024, the USA — an Associate Member of the International Cricket Council
(ICC) — co-hosted the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup.

2024 T, AT, o ATSHRA &1 THIRITE W §, 7 1CC T T20 {3y $U Ft Ws-
AET D |

The national team exceeded expectations by defeating Pakistan and advancing to
the Super 8s.

TP € A TS Y g1 3R GuR 8 F Ugaehr SHIa! I 95k UaxH faar
Recognising this achievement, USA Cricket was honoured with the ICC Associate
Member Men’s Team Performance of the Year award at the recently held ICC
Annual Conference in Singapore.

S IUATI B! AT od g¢, U fobdbe &I ICC THIRTE AR -0 &0 WHiag
3ATF g TR R 4 RiTR o g1a § 6 g3 1cc aifife so & wwfa far

Off-Field Issues .
AGH F IIER IHNY

But off the field, the story has been far less harmonious.

AP A & 9187, FEH! I+ e 81 ¥eT |

With the Olympics approaching and cricket newly added to the Los Angeles 2028
Summer Olympics (LA28) slate, that vision is fracturing.

oI B ST Ut 31 37 § iR fibdbe & @re ot 2028 MwsreliA sitcifue®

(LA28) T Mfird T T §, 9% Ef¥PI0T gedT g3i -IoR 3T T & |

A year ago, the ICC placed USA Cricket “on notice”, and following the recent AGM,
the global governing body reiterated:

T IId UE, ICC 7 guHT fhdre 3t “ifed W @1, 3R 87d 8 H §5 AGM & dTG,
“The organisation remains on notice (USAC). USAC is required to undertake
comprehensive governance reforms, including but not limited to completing free
and fair elections within a three-month period.”

et onft off e wR 31 quaTet #1 sruw yRNIee gUR HA B
anam:%n%,%mﬁ?ﬂquéﬁ%mmmasﬁ?ﬁm&rwmwﬁa%m
e = |

Contractual Disputes and Governance Crisis

Iga ey faareg ok w=If® d@e

A contractual dispute between ACE and USA Cricket threatens the board's
Olympic certification, its standing with the ICC, and its authority over the very
game it is meant to govern.

ACE 3R quHT fhdbe & da Us Srgathia faare &1 &1 siteifues Ar=dn, 1Icc & a1y
?ﬁ,ﬁw%mwﬁwmﬁﬁﬁmw%m%mm
|

In a breach notice issued on June 23 this year, USA Cricket stated that ACE had
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violated major contractual terms: delayed payments, missed infrastructure
deadlines, governance interference, and international overreach.

39 Y 23 9 & ORI ey Aifed T,

quAT fohdre A Fel [ ACE A T 3gad

1Al &1 ScaryH T §: Yirar § 8, gand) el &) gug-dar 3o, yxwE |
T, 3R AP WR R (RIS ARSR P1 grar|
e ACE, in turn, denied wrongdoing, claiming that USA Cricket had mischaracterised
the Term Sheet and had failed to meet its own obligations.

ACE 7 30t 3R J e BT 3 A 3APR b, 31K arar fvar for guae frdre 3
Theatre le gend Ratan Thiyam passes away at 77

IMPHAL

Theatre legend Ratan Thi-
yam, who was known for
blending traditional art
forms with contemporary
craft, died at a hospital here
early on Wednesday. He
was 77.

A recipient of Padma
Shri in 1989, Thiyam found-
ed the Imphal-based Cho-
rus Repertory Theatre, and
briefly served as the Direc-
tor of the National School of
Drama in the 1980s.

Thiyam’s works include
Chakravyuha (The Wheel
of War), Uttar Priyadarshi
(The Final Beatitude),
Urubhangam (The Broken
Thigh) and Andha Yug
(Blind Age).

His Chinglon Mapan
Tampak Ama (Nine Hills
One Valley) allegorically
tells the story of the insur-
gency in Manipur. He used
in his plays traditional Mani-
puri song, dance and even
martial arts to spread a con-
temporary message.

RATAN THIYAM (1948-2025)

Thiyam had done this as
one of the leading figures of
the ‘Theatre of Roots’
movement, the proponents
of which sought to return to
the ‘roots’ to create an In-
dian play form that would
be different from the West-
ern theatre set up during
the British period.

Born on January 20,
1948, Thiyam studied Mani-
puri dance and painting.
With the Chorus Repertory
Theatre, which he set up in

1976, he travelled to various
countries in the world,
earning accolades.

The awards and honours
conferred on him include
the Academy Award by the
Sangeet Natak Akademi in
1987, Padma Shri in 1989, La
Grande Medaille from
France in 1997 and the John
D. Rockefeller Award in
2008.

Thiyam relinquished the
Padma Shri in 2001 in prot-
est against the Centre’s de-

cision to extend the cease-
fire with the Nationalist
Socialist Council of
Nagaland.

Condolences poured in
from across the country
from various personalities
and organisations after the
news of his death spread.
The Manipur government,
the Chief Ministers of at
least three States — Assam,
Meghalaya and West Bengal
mourned his death.

“With profound grief
and deep sorrow, we
mourn the passing of Pad-
ma Shri recipient and San-
geet Natak Akademi Awar-
dee — Ratan Thiyam, a
towering figure in Indian
theatre and a cultural icon
of Manipur," the Manipur
administration said in a
statement.

The theatre fraternity of
West Bengal expressed grief
over the demise of Thiyam.

Recalling his long asso-
ciation with Thiyam, emi-
nent theatre personality Ru-
draprasad Sengupta,
recalled the time when Thi-

yam used to visit Kolkata of-
ten and stay back with him
at night to discuss stage
plays.

He had a keen interest in
the theatre movement of
West Bengal, Mr. Sengupta
said.

He said Thiyam’s death
would leave a void in the
performing arts movement
but hoped that others
would carry forward his
legacy.

Another prominent
theatre personality and ac-
tor Kaushik Sen recalled his
interactions with Thiyam
during theatre festivals.

‘Distinct style’

Mr. Sen had met Thiyam at
Nandikar theatre festival
and also the one organised
by his group, ‘Swapna Sand-
hani’. “I remember both of
us adapted Macbeth in our
respective productions,” he
said. “He had a distinct style
of political theatre with in-
fluence from the rich herit-
age of Manipur,” Mr. Sen
said.

<H xfte &) Tad 1 A uegd foan iR 3m WY &SIl @) RT S § fawa

Xell

Theatre legend Ratan Thiyam passes away at 77

Y & fewre a1 gy &1 77 9 @t ey A e

Death of Theatre Legend Ratan Thiyam

T & fewrer a9 fam &1 Ay

e Theatre legend Ratan Thiyam, who was known for blending traditional art forms
with contemporary craft, died at a hospital here early on Wednesday.
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fueR & vt Ta+ A, o uRuie e i & sy Rieq & ury fiaq &

foTT ST S1d 9, &1 §YAR g U 3dTdl & e 81 |

He was 77.

g 77 a4 & 3|

A recipient of Padma Shri in 1989, Thiyam founded the Imphal-based Chorus
Repertory Theatre, and briefly served as the Director of the National School of

Drama in the 1980s.
1989 H U=I#t T T o 3 STel fRId HRE Rud$ Rger & Rivan o1 3iR

1980 & X1 T $© YT & U A Wpd 1P ST & =@ 1 31

Thiyam’s works include Chakravyuha (The Wheel of War), Uttar Priyadarshi (The
Final Beatitude), Urubhangam (The Broken Thigh) and Andha Yug (Blind Age).
& S & asheg (G T 31h aR), SR raeRil (€ BrRAd diicels), STHTH
(@ Siep UTS) 3R ST G (SASS To) WA &

His Chinglon Mapan Tampak Ama (Nine Hills One Valley) allegorically tells the story
of the insurgency in Manipur.

a1 FRITe A1 dUs ST (13 f3ed o defl) Tus ¥ § AfvTgR # S¥arg &I
ERBIECISIR

He used in his plays traditional Manipuri song, dance, and even martial arts to
spread a contemporary message.

3% 30 el # RufYe WYt i, Tou, 3R g8t as & um=fa and &1 3uan
[HBTA Ha= 3 & forg foban

Thiyam had done this as one of the leading figures of the ‘Theatre of Roots’
movement, the proponents of which sought to return to the ‘roots’ to create an
Indian play form that would be different from the Western theatre set up during
the British period.

frgmy 3 g8 B fATeR ITth Teu' 3fieia & THE I8l § J Th & &0 H fa,
forgds THe SISt B SR died< U V4T HRH AATed &Y s ared 3 o fafesr
BT S IR RfUd izt fRigex 3 = 8

Born on January 20, 1948, Thiyam studied Manipuri dance and painting.

20 TG} 1948 &1 o A = Ao Jaa iR e &1 ugrs &t 2|

With the Chorus Repertory Theatre, which he set up in 1976, he travelled to various
countries in the world, earning accolades.

3IgiH 1976 T WM HIvY Rud$t fAwez & Ty gar & faftra =i &t amn &t 3R
TRIGT UT <1 |

The awards and honours conferred on him include the Academy Award by the
Sangeet Natak Akademi in 1987, Padma Shri in 1989, La Grande Medaille from
France in 1997 and the John D. Rockefeller Award in 2008.

3% A BRI 3R T § 1987 H Wd AT APIGH! BT APIGH! [REPR,
1989 H Uzr4fl, 1997 # Wi A T Aic ASS, 3R 2008 H W14 B, IPptherR ATS
RUIERE]

Thiyam relinquished the Padma Shri in 2001 in protest against the Centre’s decision
to extend the ceasefire with the Nationalist Socialist Council of Nagaland.

R = 2001 § U=TSft TRIH I8 HEPR el AT U1 b 9% $5 WRPR gRT ARHIRE
TiIfere SRR TP ARTAS & 1Y SfAH 9eM & haa &l Ry FR @ &
Condolences poured in from across the country from various personalities and
organisations after the news of his death spread.

3D (4 BT TR Thad B SRR A F3 gferal iR TSI gRT MP "R 3T MY
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e The Manipur government, the Chief Ministers of at least three States — Assam,
Meghalaya and West Bengal mourned his death.

AR PR, 3R HH I HH A I — 39H, VuTay 3R Ui §ma &
AT A 3 FHYH IR A o o |

e "With profound grief and deep sorrow, we mourn the passing of Padma Shri
recipient and Sangeet Natak Akademi Awardee — Ratan Thiyam, a towering
figure in Indian theatre and a cultural icon of **Manipur," the Manipur
administration said in a statement.

AR WRITH A U 9919 | Fel, e NSt 3R §:& & W1y gH vl urwepdt 3R
T ATed SrpTgH REPR fastar — a9 fam & A IR 2ie e #vd &, it
YR WHE & T THE Afwid 3R AR &) Givgpfas ygar 1"

e The theatre fraternity of West Bengal expressed grief over the demise of Thiyam.
9f3H STe & WTHT ST A R & e iR 2 e T

e Recalling his long association with Thiyam, eminent theatre personality
Rudraprasad Sengupta, recalled the time when Thiyam used to visit Kolkata often
and stay back with him at night to discuss stage plays.

TR WTHT ATHR FEUATG AT - AT o H1Y U el JS1d b ATG dd
%mmggﬁum SRR BIADTAT 3Td & 3R I & I 1Y IHHR ATl R It
|

e He had a keen interest in the theatre movement of West Bengal, Mr. Sengupta
said.
ot T A gl {6 I Ul e & [T ShigaH | e 3 ot

e He said Thiyam's death would leave a void in the performing arts movement but
hoped that others would carry forward his legacy.
I2 FET b fam &1 e werlq war sicia o e Y BYs &, dft Wi
AT 5 3 ART S9! faRTad &1 3 9 TdH |

e Another prominent theatre personality and actor Kaushik Sen recalled his
interactions with Thiyam during theatre festivals.

T 3R T T HABR 3R A HIfRAP A A Fdex BfRasl & SR
T & 1Y g3 3O+ Sl & aTg [Tl

o 'Distinct style’
3T UgdT arell el

e Mr. Sen had met Thiyam at Nandikar theatre festival and also the one organised by
his group, ‘Swapna Sandhani’.
ot T 7 R ¥ Afeer fRIwer bikead sk 3% WHg W ST gRT g
HRIHT & garerd &1 At

e "l remember both of us adapted Macbeth in our respective productions,” he said.
3B+ Fel, "o TG § o §H a1 A SU-T-3fo-t URfadl & Apay HT TR0l fha
Yrl”

e "He had a distinct style of political theatre with influence from the rich heritage of
Manipur,” Mr. Sen said.

ot T 7 BT, ID! Th ST AP JHT et ff, S AR &t 99 favra
J guifaa ot

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)
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1. Telescopes Spot Start of Planet Formation in Orion

3R ¥ U i &1 Y[ of gl A udsT

HOPS-315, a baby star where astronomers have
observed evidence for the earliest stages of
planet formation, as imaged by ALMA.
ALMA(ESO/NAOJ/NRAO)/M. MCCLURE ET AL.

Telescopes
spot start
of planet
formation
in Orion

The Hindu Bureau

When rocky worlds like the earth began
to form, dust in the young Solar System
was first heated until it vaporised and
then cooled so that the very first,
refractory (i.e., heat-loving) minerals
could crystallise. Catching that moment in
another star system would show
astronomers exactly how planet
formation begins — but no one had seen it
before. A new study in Nature this month
has reported just such an event.

By examining the star HOPS-315 in
Orion, whose protoplanetary disc is tilted
just enough for someone on or near the
earth to peer deeper within, researchers
from France, the Netherlands, Sweden,
Taiwan, and the U.S. observed raw rock
vapour cool and crystallise.

The protoplanetary disc is a flat,
rotating pancake-shaped mass of gas and
dust that surrounds a newborn star.
Inside it, dust grains bump together, stick,
and gradually grow into rocks, planets,
moons, and other bodies while the gas
creates atmospheres and influences the
planets’ long-term orbits.

The observations themselves were
conducted by the NASA James Webb
Space Telescope and the Atacama Large
Millimeter/sub-millimeter Array (ALMA)
observatory in Chile. In 2023, the team
used the NIRSpec and MIRI integral-field
spectrographs onboard the telescope to
collect sharp energy readings across a
range of frequencies. Eight months later,
ALMA observed the same system for signs
of carbon monoxide, silicon monoxide
and sulphur monoxide.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Together, the telescope traced warm
gas and dust only a few stellar radii from

The relative quantities of crystals
were reminiscent of inclusions
that have been found in primitive
meteorites on the earth, meaning
that a similar condensation is
under way around the star

the star while ALMA mapped cooler gas
farther out.

The telescope’s data contained
evidence of a strong band of silicon
monoxide gas at around 470 K as well as
crystalline silicates. Both lay within 2.2 AU
of the star — well inside Mercury’s orbit if
this were in the solar system. (1 AU equals
the earth-sun distance.)

The team also ran computer
simulations, which predicted that around
1 AU from the star, temperatures hovered
around 1,300K, which is the temperature
at which dust just begins to evaporate.
The study’s energy readings matched the
prediction: that interstellar grains must
have vaporised there, releasing silicon
monoxide gas that then cooled and
re-condensed into fresh shards of crystals.

According to the study, the relative
quantities of crystals of forsterite,
enstatite, and tentative silica were
reminiscent of inclusions — i.e. minerals
trapped inside minerals — that have been
found in primitive meteorites on the
earth, meaning that a similar
condensation chemistry is under way
around the star.

The ALMA data also revealed no slow
silicon monoxide at the star’s position
whereas the Webb telescope’s data was
blueshifted by around 10 km/s. Together,
they indicate that the minerals lay inside
the rising disc atmosphere, the thin upper
layer of gas and dust above the mid-plane
of the protoplanetary disc, rather than in
the material pouring out of the star.

Thus the study has reported the first
evidence of solid matter condensing out
of rock vapour around a star, a.k.a. the
first step of planet formation.
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Telescopes Spot Start of Planet Formation in Orion

3R ¥ U Faior &t Yo o gl 3 udsl

First Step of Planet Formation Observed in Orion

3R § ug fAmtor &1 ugar 9zt 3ar T

When rocky worlds like the Earth began to form, dust in the young Solar System
was first heated until it vaporised and then cooled so that the very first,
refractory (i.e., heat-loving) minerals could crystallise.

e gt oY qudid U8 97 o, ) fP R dRHsa @ Y usd T i) arsfiga
%égai?ﬁwaﬁgé o8 yRfYe, St @i (refractory minerals) fohcdiidd
I

Catching that moment in another star system would show astronomers exactly how
planet formation begins — but no one had seen it before.

TPl 3= aRT yoITelt # I &01 B UPH ST WHlAidal $I Tg fadl Gl A1 & g
frafor 9 geana 4 g 8 — Afd v fpel A 53 =167 S ol

A new study in Nature this month has reported just such an event.

Y AR AR § UBTRId U =8 3eag 3 Tl € U e &1 g1 <l 7l

By examining the star HOPS-315 in Orion, whose protoplanetary disc is tilted just
enough for someone on or near the Earth to peer deeper within, researchers from
France, the Netherlands, Sweden, Taiwan, and the U.S. observed raw rock
vapour cool and crystallise.

JRTT H fUYd TR HOPS-315 1 3{€09 d gU, et R o8 fafor fswe
I UDHR P ¢ [ g2t 71 34 U § iR 1T o1 9o, Wi, Hlevd gy, WieH,
mﬁmﬁ;ﬁv%ﬁﬁm%aﬁmﬁﬁﬁw%waﬁwﬁﬁaﬁ?mﬁ

!

The protoplanetary disc is a flat, rotating pancake-shaped mass of gas and dust
that surrounds a newborn star.

TRfY® g fAaiur feve e guaa, gudt g3 99 okl A9 SR 4d &1 uRd gidl
& O TaeiTd IR &1 R G B

Inside it, dust grains bump together, stick, and gradually grow into rocks,
planets, moons, and other bodies while the gas creates atmospheres and
influences the planets’ long-term orbits.

% MR, Yal & BT T H e 7, fausd § o diR-<R g, uel, axwnai
3R 3 fUET § 95d I &, e A9 argHSd STl g 3R Ug| B Srdb1ierd
HEM3M DT TIAd Hail 5

The observations themselves were conducted by the NASA James Webb Space
Telescope and the Atacama Large Millimeter/sub-millimeter Array (ALMA)
observatory in Chile.

T SFeIp ATHT & FFT 99 W CeepIg 3R el fRUT reTpT™T arst
fireiier/aafieidier W (ALMA) U= gRT fbT 17T 9|
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In 2023, the team used the NIRSpec and MIRI integral-field spectrographs
onboard the telescope to collect sharp energy readings across a range of
frequencies.

2023 ® 10 A TS IT R T NIRSpec 3R MIRI TUERETATHRT &1 SUANT dxebs fafid
AT R g SHelf ASH THid 3|

Eight months later, ALMA observed the same system for signs of carbon
monoxide, silicon monoxide, and sulphur monoxide.

313 HER 918, ALMA 7 331 yurelt # e Aireiiaarss, fiferei Aeiaass
3R HEHR HIAINTHRITSS S o1 d i

Together, the telescope traced warm gas and dust only a few stellar radii from the
star while ALMA mapped cooler gas farther out.

P IY A Fae) aR A $O &) arRe 1 Bisar g7 7 A9 3R ya & ¢F fhar safe
ALMA = g @1 381 71 &1 urfe=vr fbar|

The telescope’s data contained evidence of a strong band of silicon monoxide gas
at around 470 K as well as crystalline silicates.

SRDIY & T & AU 470 K WR Rifere i MiHeifRss 19 3t U Aoy ug!
3R fopvediy Riferdes & w9

Both lay within 2.2 AU of the star — well inside Mercury’s orbit if this were in the
solar system. (1 AU = Earth-Sun distance)

G AR | 2.2 AU & HidR 3 — S I8 IRUSH gial af g9 Bt Hel & Wi | (1 AU =
gdt-gd Bt gl

The team also ran computer simulations, which predicted that around 1 AU from
the star, temperatures hovered around 1,300K, which is the temperature at which
dust just begins to evaporate.

&9 7 Hger Rgaxe of Iemg, S SrgHM TR fh aR | W 1 AU R,
ATTHT U 1,300K & U YT — IF I8 aT9H § o W 4@ arsdipd g
[ FA 2

The study’s energy readings matched the prediction: that interstellar grains must
have vaporised there, releasing silicon monoxide gas that then cooled and re-
condensed into fresh shards of crystals.

g Bl SHett AT g0 Hfawarht @ a« @rd ff: (& sivaraa w1 agi
qofigd g s, o fafereie Mi-tsiiaaTss i o, S e 381 g -1T
fpca & sl A Hufa g1 T |
According to the study, the relative quantities of crystals of forsterite, enstatite,
and tentative silica were reminiscent of inclusions — i.e. minerals trapped inside
minerals — that have been found in primitive meteorites on the Earth, meaning
that a similar condensation chemistry is under way around the star.

T & IR, BIweIge, Tweerse 3R wuifad Rifere & forveal ot amder
AT S99 B 915 feard! 8 — srufq @faeil & fiar va e — ST it =
UTT 7Y W Seplitst H & Y 3, I dR & IR $fR +f Ut & wee- TamaA
wishar 9 3G 5|
The ALMA data also revealed no slow silicon monoxide at the star’s position,
whereas the Webb telescope’s data was blueshifted by around 10 km/s.

ALMA S¢T 7 78 it e fe ar @) fRufa wr 915 ol Riferera aieieass
T8I R, Safch a9 e IT BT ST AU 10 fHhHl/Ahs RIS U

Together, they indicate that the minerals lay inside the rising disc atmosphere, the
thin upper layer of gas and dust above the mid-plane of the protoplanetary disc,
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rather than in the material pouring out of the star.

3! ) 78 quid § for wfaer Sedv feve argriea ® fRia 2, o uRfye ug
%ﬁw?y%qu%wﬁmﬁvsﬁvwaﬂm%ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁwsﬂ
Uard H|

e Thus the study has reported the first evidence of solid matter condensing out of
rock vapour around a star, a.k.a. the first step of planet formation.

T UHR ST I qR  TRY 3R IS 9T @ 31 Uerd & Hee BT Ugd FHio
gl faran B, fords 3rg fator &1 ugen avor &gl o I g

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper lI: Polity, Governance,And
International Relations)

1. 15 lakh Bihar voters are yet to submit enumeration
forms: EC

fOeR & 15 @@ Aagrarsi A 3t a& o= BIH T
T¢I fora &: gATa SmaT
2. CJI to form Bench to hear plea filed for Justice Varma
arayfd qut &1 arfeT R gAarg & fore ger <madhi
gt wfea &t
3. EC begins preparations to hold Vice-Presidential polls
TG 3TURT A IWRTPUFA YATT Bt IR I HR S 7
4. India resumes visas for Chinese tourists after gap of 5
years

YRA A 5 FTd & HaRTd & dIgdi-t gdedl & fog Iter
fior 9 3= o
5. Stay of acquittal is ‘rarest of rare’: CJl on 7/11 case
appeal

T FH W AS gaHaH’ §: GBI Irnehi=rz/11 9d &
e W
6. Fewer foreign trips and protocol lapses upset
Dhankhar; ex-VP felt he had a diminished role

wﬁ%muﬁmaﬁwﬁwaﬁ q TGS
mﬁraﬁw%aﬂaﬁ{ﬁmme‘rﬂi%

7. No assurance from govt. On Bihar electoral roll debate

fgR Aaear Gft IR 969 IR WWOR &I 3R J By
STYTE 51
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8. PM begins visit to U.K.; trade deal set to be inked

today

WYUTHAT BT {9 ERT IRE; AURIHSN W 3T
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9. Sports Bill in Lok Sabha; one Board to oversee
federations

m@ﬁﬁﬂwﬁwmﬁﬁ%waﬁm’ | B qEvE
10. Takeaways from the Swachh Survekshan
WS AT ¥ 7 fsed
11. Fixing Delhi’s air quality crisis
faeht & aryg e Ybe S GURAT

12. Can Presidential Reference change a judgment?

A &1 gufa 1 HeH yorre! fondt fofa & aga wedt

13. A father and a daughter, and the political volatility of
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U T 3R U acl, 3R aiaTeyr &1 AeHifae SRAURET
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15 lakh Bihar voters are yet to
submit enumeration forms: EC

Friday is the deadline to submit enumeration forms for the SIR; one lakh voters remain untraceable, says EC; over 98% of

electors covered by the SIR exercise; lists of ‘primarily incorrectly included electors’ shared with the booth-level agents

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ith just two
Wdays to go for

the July 25 dea-
dline, around 15 lakh Bihar
voters are yet to submit
their enumeration forms as
part of the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) of the
State’s electoral rolls, ac-
cording to data from the
Election Commission (EC).
Another one lakh voters re-
main untraceable.

More than 98.01% of
electors have been covered
by the SIR exercise, the EC
said in a statement on Wed-
nesday.

However, 20 lakh peo-
ple had died, 28 lakh peo-
ple have permanently mi-
grated, and 7 lakh people
have been found enrolled
atmore than one place, the
poll body added.

'.. :.
)4

Strong voice: Opposition MPs protest Bihar electoral roll revision

at Parliament premises in New Delhi on Wednesday. ANI

As part of the first phase
of the SIR, lists of all “pri-
marily incorrectly includ-
ed electors” — those who
have been wrongly includ-
ed in the existing electoral
roll — and those who have
not yet returned their en-
umeration forms were
shared with 1.5 lakh booth-
level agents on June 20, the
EC said. These agents have

been nominated by the dis-
trict presidents of the 12
major political parties of
Bihar.

Draft roll

The names of electors who
have submitted their en-
umeration forms will be in-
cluded in the draft electo-
ral roll. The draft roll will
be published on August 1,

No word from
government on
Bihar rolls debate

NEW DELHI

In the first meeting of the
Business Advisory Committee
of the Rajya Sabha, there was
no assurance on Bihar rolls
debate, as Parliament set
16-hour discussion on
Operation Sindoor starting July
29. » PAGE 5

at the completion of the
first phase of the SIR
exercise.

If there is any error in
the draft, any elector or
political party can file an
objection regarding the in-
clusion of the name of any
proposed elector with the
concerned Electoral Regis-
tration Officer (ERO) or As-
sistant Electoral Registra-

tion Officer (AERO) of the
concerned Assembly Con-
stituency by September 1.

Similarly, if any eligible
person does not find their
name in the draft electoral
roll, they can also file their
claims with the ERO or AE-
RO, the poll body said.

The poll body said that
Bihar electors who are cur-
rently temporarily residing
outside the State, and have
not registered as electors
elsewhere, can fill in their
form online at https://elec-
tors.eci.gov.in or through
the ECINet mobile app.
They can also take a prin-
tout of the form and sign it
and send it to their Booth-
Level Officer (BLO)
through a family member,
or fill and sign their print-
ed form and send it to their
BLO via WhatsApp. Elec-
tors can also confirm the
submission of their forms.

15 lakh Bihar voters are yet to submit enumeration forms:

EC

fagR & 15 @ Aagrarsii A 3t d& AT Wid STHT TAE)
forar 8: 919 SmaiT

Friday is the deadline to submit enumeration forms for the SIR; one lakh
voters remain untraceable, says EC; over 98% of electors covered by the SIR
exercise; lists of ‘primarily incorrectly included electors’ shared with the
booth-level agents

THSATS AR & AT U1 Uusy STHT B3 @t Sifaw fafy

PR §; IA1d

STANT A

®el & U arRg Hagar 3q ot arudr §; TSR ufhar & siaifa 98% A
3t Aagar M §; HBT U | Tad aeie | e fFe T aagarsi ot
T qU-RIg TSiel & /1Y HIe 1 T

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of Bihar’s Electoral Rolls

faeR &Y Aagrar = &1 faRw e gAHE (SIR)

e With just two days to go for the July 25 deadline, around 15 lakh Bihar voters are
yet to submit their enumeration forms as part of the special intensive revision (SIR)
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of the State's electoral rolls, according to data from the Election Commission (EC).
25 AT BT THIIAT | R4 g 3 9 g9 & A1y, f[eR & w15 9@
TAGIaT 3{d I od DI AdGrdl Yd! & fa=IT g1 GARIEIUT (SIR) & I8d 30T T
WU STAT 78] &R 97T 8, fafee 3T (EC) & sidel & SIuR|

Another one lakh voters remain untraceable.

T 3R UF ARG HAGIdT BT Ul 151 9l U ¢

More than 98.01% of electors have been covered by the SIR exercise, the EC said in
a statement on Wednesday.

FUYAR BT ATINT GRT AR 9 T 651 741 {5 98.01% & e Hagrarsii &1 SIR
wishaT & ded HoR fhar T g

However, 20 lakh people had died, 28 lakh people have permanently migrated,
and 7 lakh people have been found enrolled at more than one place, the poll body
added.

gTcTifep, ST = T Wt 5T i 20 ARG @RT 9 81 I ©, 28 ARI @l A R ®4
A WA I for 8, 3R 7 Ra @1 U & 31 T UR Aifsd u1g U |

First Phase of SIR and Booth-Level Agents
SIR BT UgdT TRUT 3R §Y &R Tole

As part of the first phase of the SIR, lists of all “primarily incorrectly included
electors” — those who have been wrongly included in the existing electoral roll —
and those who have not yet returned their enumeration forms were shared with 1.5
lakh booth-level agents on June 20, the EC said.

3TN A 9T f& SIR & Ugd TRUT & d8d, “J&I ¥U | Tad & A A
T — o Hiclal Aaerd gt J Tad aie o A fear a1 § — SR =i
3§ % 3O T WY 5T Y fhu § &1 gferdr 20 S &1 1.5 ARG §Y &R Toiel
& 1Y T B1 775 of|

These agents have been nominated by the district presidents of the 12 major
political parties of Bihar.

%sqqa?‘faﬁﬁmﬁnmmmmﬁﬁ%ma{w&ﬁmmmmw
|

Draft Roll and Objections Process

$T0e It 3R St~y ufskan

The names of electors who have submitted their enumeration forms will be included
in the draft electoral roll.

5 Traerarsit 3 3o MU WU 5T fPE € 3% W STue Aderar i | i
fpu ST

The draft roll will be published on August 1, at the completion of the first phase of
the SIR exercise.

SIR & Ugd ARUI & [T g1 UR, TTUE Gl 1 3R B! UHIIRId B! SEih |

If there is any error in the draft, any elector or political party can file an objection
regarding the inclusion of the name of any proposed elector with the concerned
Electoral Registration Officer (ERO) or Assistant Electoral Registration Officer
(AERO) of the concerned Assembly Constituency by September 1.

e gToe H ®13 Ife 8, a1 s o AT a1 IoHiad ad 1 fdax de defid
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faurauT & & fafae deiievo sfiert (ErRo) I werae fafa= dsftevor
HFYSTRY (AERO) & U bt URATfAd HAaTdT & =1 &1 STIRY IR PR Gahall |

e Similarly, if any eligible person does not find their name in the draft electoral roll,
they can also file their claims with the ERO or AERO, the poll body said.
T e, Al FIS Ty afewT T Aaerar G & 301 9 761 grar 8, af 98 1 ERO
qT AERO & UTH 37011 T4 Gof bR Jehell 8, ST A g |

Options for Temporarily Residing Electors

ST =Y A 918% I8 T8 Aderars & faeeu
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CJI to form Bench
to hear plea filed

for Justice Varma

Q I'will have to constitute

aBench on this... it will
not be proper for me to take up
the matter because I was part

of the consultations then

B.R. GAVAI
Chief Justice of India

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai on Wednesday said
he will constitute a Bench
for hearing a petition filed
on behalf of Allahabad
High Court judge, Justice
Yashwant Varma, challeng-
ing the in-house inquiry
procedure and the then-
Chief Justice Sanjiv Khan-
na’s recommendation to
the President and Prime
Minister, in the month of
May, to remove the judge
from office.

The Chief Justice said
he, however, would not be
part of the Bench.

“I1 will have to constitute
a Bench on this. I think it
will not be proper for me
to take up the matter be-
cause | was part of the con-
sultations then,” Chief Jus-
tice Gavai addressed senior
advocate Kapil Sibal, who
made an oral mentioning
for an early hearing of the
petition.

“That is for you to de-
cide,” Mr. Sibal replied.
“We will just take a call and
constitute a Bench,” Chief
Justice Gavai said.

Constitutional issues

Mr. Sibal said the petition
has raised several constitu-
tional issues with respect
to the recommendation
made by Chief Justice
Khanna (now retired) for
the removal of Justice Var-
ma.

The petition in the Su-
preme Court argued that
the in-house inquiry pro-
cess was a “parallel, extra-
constitutional mechanism”
designed for the judiciary
to usurp Parliament’s ex-
clusive authority.

The Chief Justice’s wil-

lingness to judicially exa-
mine the question of remo-
val of Justice Varma comes
a couple of days after a re-
moval motion was initiated
when Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha members sub-
mitted notices to the pre-
siding officers of their res-
pective Houses.

An in-house inquiry
committee of three judges
had confirmed that unac-
counted cash was found in
the gutted storeroom at the
official residential premis-
es of Justice varma after a
blaze on March 14-15.
Former CJI Khanna had
forwarded the report to
the Prime Minister and
President in May after Jus-
tice Varma refused to
resign.

The challenge in the top
court contended that the
in-house inquiry took away
the exclusive powers of
Parliament under Article
124 and 218 of the Constitu-
tion to remove judges
through an address sup-
ported by a special majori-
ty after an inquiry under
the Judges (Inquiry) Act,
1968.

“This Act provides a
comprehensive, legislative-
ly sanctioned process with
stringent safeguards, in-
cluding formal charges,
cross-examination,  and
proof beyond reasonable
doubt for ‘proved misbeha-
viour’.

On the other hand, the
in-house procedure, which
adopts no such compara-
ble safeguards, usurps par-
liamentary authority,” the
petition said.

The petition, filed under
an anonymous acronym
XXX, described the peti-
tioner as an Allahabad
High Court judge.

. The poll body said that Bihar electors who are
currently temporarily residing outside the State, and have
not registered as electors elsewhere, can fill in their form
online at or through the ECINet mobile app.

TN A gl foh S fAgR & AderdT g d I § 916X
IR TU A TR T 3R el 3 Hdferdl & ®u §
UollehR0T 781 T §, 3 T1 ECINet HiATSe UU & H1eqd
SATTEATE BIH YR Thd ¢ |

. They can also take a printout of the form and sign it
and send it to their Booth-Level Officer (BLO) through a
family member, or fill and sign their printed form and
send it to their BLO via WhatsApp.

d HIH &1 fiiesmse fAeTd #% 39 IR g &R BT, 39 30
URaR & A& & HIHH ¥ 30 §Y A9 TR (BLO) Hi
S T&hd g, mﬁ%@WﬁW}{'W&NWWhatsApp
% SIRU BLO ! U Tohd g

. Electors can also confirm the submission of their
forms.

AdGrdT 39 HIH & oTHT g1 &1 g off R I&d |

CJI to form Bench to hear plea filed for
Justice Varma

<arayfd auf &1 grfie ) gAa1g & foe
ger e s nfed &

Petition Challenging In-House Inquiry Against Justice
Yashwant Varma

<y a=rad quf & fEare 39-8189 Wi &1 gt &
qreft rfereT

. Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai on Wednesday said he
will constitute a Bench for hearing a petition filed on behalf
of Allahabad High Court judge, Justice Yashwant Varma,
challenging the in-house inquiry procedure and the then-
Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna's recommendation to the

President and Prime Minister, in the month of May, to remove the judge from
office.
YR & T- G ot 3R, 793 2 §UIR 6! Hel & 98 SATeINIE 3 UTed &
<Jrfd g=rad qut 3R W SRR 3-89 WY Uihar 3R 39 999 & T

AR W G GRT 7S A1E A

3R UYL B AT ) ug A gem

Pt RIEIR= &1 A ¢ arelt aifads IR gHars & e 1 Wis nfed S|
e The Chief Justice said he, however, would not be part of the Bench.

T TR A gl fo a8 39 e &1 f3am 181 givl|
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“I will have to constitute a Bench on this. | think it will not be proper for me to take
up the matter because | was part of the consultations then,” Chief Justice Gavai
addressed senior advocate Kapil Sibal, who made an oral mentioning for an early
hearing of the petition.

TS 39 R TP W e B ghft | 91 01 8 6 g2 39 7a Y A S -1t
BT T B I g uRTHRt withar &1 iR o1 g <mrneiwr Tag A aRy siftradrn
Fiud Rissa T Fal, [SreiA sieg a8 & fore M I fvan i
“That is for you to decide,” Mr. Sibal replied.

g g e SR B, off Ryssa 3 IR feam

"We will just take a call and constitute a Bench,” Chief Justice Gavai said.

g1 Rt fofg Ao T e &1 T8+ S, o7 IR Tas A Hgl

Constitutional Issues Raised in Petition

it § 33T Y JAUTS Ge,

Mr. Sibal said the petition has raised several constitutional issues with respect to the
recommendation made by Chief Justice Khanna (now retired) for the removal of
Justice Varma.

ot Rissa A Tl for 9 AT & got <arandi=r @1 (314 Aa1-gw) gRT <urayfd
a9t B geM B RBIR 4 Jefid o3 dau e gg 3¢ UGl

The petition in the Supreme Court argued that the in-house inquiry process was a
“parallel, extra-constitutional mechanism” designed for the judiciary to usurp
Parliament’s exclusive authority.

giH ®Id 1 TR a1t | qdb foar w1 o $9-8189 o Ufhdl U6 IR,
T A T16 B! FGRIT” 8, o Uit gRT Tae 91 fafdry siftreifyar &1
TS & fore fEos fear m g |

Removal Motion and Cash Discovery Incident

ga™ @1 ufhar 3R Fod) firea &) gen

The Chief Justice’s willingness to judicially examine the question of removal of
Justice Varma comes a couple of days after a removal motion was initiated when
Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha members submitted notices to the presiding
officers of their respective Houses.

<argfef a9t B gem & TaTd B TS THIET B T TR &1 581 $O fe-
q1G 313 98 THHHT 3R IACATHT & HEGT A 3(0- mﬁaﬁr%amﬁa‘raﬁsaﬁ
1 e I

An in-house inquiry committee of three judges had confirmed that unaccounted
cash was found in the gutted storeroom at the official residential premises of
Justice Varma after a blaze on March 14-15.

& =aranefi=n # 59-g1ew Wi Ifffa = g &1 1% 14-15 A/l 3 o1 & 91
<arayfd quf & snfireiie smarT )R fRd od g¢ Mem ¥ Sraifia Add el <t
Former CJI Khanna had forwarded the report to the Prime Minister and President
in May after Justice Varma refused to resign.

gd g i war A g8 Ruid w8 # yurwEt ok agufa o1 weit, o9 =amafd
THI A BT 3 A FIPR B feaa|
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Challenge Against In-House Procedure

39-81349 ufshar & faaw g

The challenge in the top court contended that the in-house inquiry took away the
exclusive powers of Parliament under Article 124 and 218 of the Constitution to
remove judges through an address supported by a special majority after an inquiry
under the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968.

ot e | & 18 H Sl 71 o 3-89 Wi = AfJUH & Srfede 124
3R 218 F Tgd TUE P! RN Pl gem & o faRiy Igua | waa & areaw @
it fafre =ife €1 715 8, 39 B foran &, Siafes a8 raa =arandiw (o) siftferam,
1968 & dgd B! A alcit o d & §IG of YT &

“This Act provides a comprehensive, legislatively sanctioned process with stringent
safeguards, including formal charges, cross-examination, and proof beyond
reasonable doubt for ‘proved misbehaviour'.

g AT T aarue, faumrlt wu & ea ufthar vem oxar 8 o shuatR®

gnﬁtr, R, iR Rig RER & fw Ae T W THI0T 9iRd $S & IUTg Wit
I

On the other hand, the in-house procedure, which adopts no such comparable

safeguards, usurps parliamentary authority,” the petition said.

IR SR, Tyt & Sal T fob 39-31a Ufshan, o T ®is qH® el & SUTd

el 8, I8 WA TRl $1 g8 Y ol T

The petition, filed under an anonymous acronym ‘XXX’, described the petitioner as

an Allahabad High Court judge.

g AT XXX ATHS THATH J&Y & dad Gk B 7T 5, s anferedl &

ARG 3= Mg & AT & *u 7 afdfq fear mr g
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Sree arna Chakrabart
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) said on Wednesday
that it has begun prepara-
tory activities to hold the
Vice-Presidential election
and will announce the poll
schedule “as soon as
possible.”

Jagdeep Dhankhar had
resigned from the post on
Monday, citing health rea-
sons, creating a rare mid-
term vacancy in the consti-
tutional position.

The EC is mandated to
conduct the election to the
office of the Vice-President
of India under Article 324
of the Constitution.

The election is governed
by the Presidential and
Vice-Presidential Elections

Act, 1952 and the Presiden-
tial and Vice-Presidential
Elections Rules, 1974.
“Accordingly, the Elec-
tion Commission of India
has already started the
preparations relating to the
Vice-Presidential Elec-
tions, 2025. On completion
of the preparatory activi-
ties, the announcement of
the Election Schedule to
the office of the Vice-Presi-
dent of India will follow as
soon as possible,” the poll
body said in a statement.

Electoral College

The poll-related activities
include the preparation of
the Electoral College, the
finalisation of the Return-
ing Officer and Assistant
Returning Officer(s), and
dissemination of back-

ground material on all the
previous Vice-Presidential
elections.

The Vice-President is
elected by an Electoral Col-
lege, which consists of the
elected and nominated
members of both the Rajya
Sabha and the Lok Sabha.

According to the Presi-
dential and Vice-Presiden-
tial Elections Rules, 1974,
at least 20 electors have to
propose the nomination of
a candidate, with at least
another 20 electors as se-
conders. The nomination
paper has to be presented
to the Returning Officer
between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.
on any day appointed for
the purpose, either by the
candidate herself or by any
of her proposers or secon-
ders.

EC begins preparations to hold Vice-Presidential polls
gTd STENT A SWIPUFa TATE Bt a8 = R A 8

Vice-Presidential Election Preparations Begin

SWRIYUfd 1d &Y daTial e

e The Election Commission (EC) said on Wednesday that it has begun preparatory
activities to hold the Vice-Presidential election and will announce the poll
schedule “as soon as possible.”

YR D! YATd TN (EC) 7 Fgl b a8 A1 & fog dart wfafafiar
& IR gH1 § 3R 98 YA1d PRIBH P "o I oeg” TG |

o Jagdeep Dhankhar had resigned from the post on Monday, citing health reasons,

creating a rare mid-term vacancy in the constitutional position.

TG <GS - WA HRUN HT gaTdl G gU HIAAR &I U A X! ¢ fer,
R 39 Hau e Ue R 4 srdea § gay Rfda Sad 81 15|
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The EC is mandated to conduct the election to the office of the Vice-President of

India under Article 324 of the Constitution.

g’rﬁm%&a@?szﬁsaﬁ SWIYUfd & Ug & T AT ST EC i Rt
I

The election is governed by the Presidential and Vice-Presidential Elections Act,

1952 and the Presidential and Vice-Presidential Elections Rules, 1974.

g g1d IPUfd 3R SWIgUfer gAma ifrfraw, 1952 qur ryufe iR Swrgufa

19 fH, 1974 GRT I0RIT ST 5

"Accordingly, the Election Commission of India has already started the

preparations relating to the Vice-Presidential Elections, 2025.

"9 UPR, HR fata SmiRT = IuRTgufa g=1a 2025 ¥ H&id dariar uga &

TE FR AT

On completion of the preparatory activities, the announcement of the Election

Schedule to the office of the Vice-President of India will follow as soon as

possible,” the poll body said in a statement.

AT ST - SO & Fgl fob ol 81 Rt Tifafaferr gt gt s, uRa &
SWRIPUTd & Ug & 1T AT HRIHH Y G0 STeg H STeg Y g |

Electoral College and Procedure

frata® wsa 3 ufsrar

The poll-related activities include the preparation of the Electoral College, the
finalisation of the Returning Officer and Assistant Returning Officer(s), and
dissemination of background material on all the previous Vice-Presidential
elections.

gA1d | &t nfafafRmay o fRafae dea $t durd, ger ik e fefr
ATpER] ot Sifaw wuvan, ik 9aft frod Swiyufa gamal wR ggsyfay wmsh &1
TR A B

The Vice-President is elected by an Electoral College, which consists of the elected
and nominated members of both the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha.

mmwwﬁaﬁmmmmw%mﬁmm 3R ArFaUT
Cg 3R AT e fHd 8 B
According to the Presidential and Vice-Presidential Elections Rules, 1974, at least

20 electors have to propose the nomination of a candidate, with at least another
20 electors as seconders.

Ayufd 3R WYl gA1a 199, 1974 F SR, [l Iwigar & AMis &1
WATd B & AT o0 A HH 20 Fafas! 31 smaxasmd il 8, 3R $H 3 61 20
3 fAatae IueT gad (seconders) 2G| %'I

The nomination paper has to be presented to the Returning Officer between 11
a.m. and 3 p.m. on any day appointed for the purpose, either by the candidate
herself or by any of her proposers or seconders.

ATHIE U &1 fohat Hf Ruiid i3 uma: 11 99 9 giuge 3 99 & o9 feeffn
SATFER & qHe! TR b off Tahdl &, o a1 af SWiieaR g a1 39% YAt a1
TUYIHt TRdd HR Iod g
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The indian Embassy in Beijing. The visas can be applied for online
from Thursday, as per an official notice posted online. FILE PHOTO

India resumes visas
for Chinese tourists
after gap of 5 years

‘GS II: India China

o i

NEW DELHI

India will start issuing tou-
rist visas to Chinese nation-
als after a gap of five years,
the Indian Embassy in Beij-
ing announced on Wednes-
day. The announcement,
called “positive™ by the
Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MFA), marks anoth-
er step in normalising ties
between the neighbouring
countries that were rup-
tured by the military stan-
doff at the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) and Galwan
clashes in 2020.123

According to an official
notice posted online and
on Chinese social media,
the visas can be applied for
online beginning from
Thursday and obtained af-
ter an appointment at the
Indian Embassy in Beijing
and consulates in Shanghai
and Guangzhou.

However, amidst the
bonhomie, Beijing rejected
concerns in New Delhi and
Dhaka about China's latest
dam project on the Yarlung
Sangpo or Brahmaputra
River in Tibet and said it
had communicated with
both the governments.

Responding to a ques-
tion about the visa issuance
on Wednesday, a Chinese
MFA spokesperson said
that Beijing had taken note
of the “positive move”.

“Easing  cross-border
travel is widely beneficial.
China will maintain com-
munication and consulta-
tion with India to further
facilitate travel between
the two countries,” said
spokesperson Guo Jiakun
in Beijing.

Both India and China
countries had cancelled all
flights and most visa servic-
es between them after the
COVID-19 pandemic and
violence between the two
militaries - triggered after
China amassed troops at
the LAC. China restored vi-
sa applications for Indian
students in 2022 and for
business and tourism pur-
poses subsequently. It is-
sued an estimated 85,000
visas between January and
June 2025, India had issued
visas in business and stu-
dent categories, but not for

Appointments will be
made available at
embassy in Beijing
and consulates in
Shanghai and
Guangzhou

tourism until now. Accord-
ing to the Ministry of Tou-
rism figures in 2019, before
the lockdown, more than
3,00,000 Chinese tourists
had visited India and about
8,69,000 Indian tourists
had gone to China.

After Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping met in
Kazan, Russia, last October
and agreed to restore ties, a
series of high-level meet-
ings discussed the next
steps, including the start of
the Kailash Manasarovar
Yatra. Most recently, Exter
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar travelled to China
this month, and met with
his counterpart Wang Yi,
and also called on Chinese
President Xi Jinping and
Vice-President Hang
Zheng, before attending
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Council
for Foreign Ministers.

In an interview to The
Hindu, Chinese Ambassaor
Xu Feihong had said that
resuming the Kailash pil-
grimage was “an important
initiative taken by China to
improve relations between
the two countries”.

Concerns on dam

When asked by pressper-
sons about the hydropower
project being constructed
on the Yarlung Sangpo, Mr.
Guo said that it was “fully
within China’s sovereign-
ty”. “China is engaged in
cooperation with down-
stream countries on shar-
ing hydrological data, flood
prevention and disaster re-
duction,” he said, adding
that Beijing has had the

“necessary  communica
tion” with India and
Bangladesh.

Construction for the
massive 60,000 MW Me-
dog Hydropower station,
set to be the world's lar-
gest, began last week, and
was flagged off by Chinese
Premier Li Qiang.

India resumes visas for Chinese tourists
after gap of 5 years

YR A 5 ITd & 3cRTe &b JIeai-1 el
& fere dien fvr 9 3= foran

India Resumes Tourist Visas for Chinese Nationals

YR A -1 ARSI & g weiew dten fr @ 3= foean

« India will start issuing tourist visas to Chinese nationals after a
gap of five years, the Indian Embassy in Beijing announced on
Wednesday.

YRA YR B ST RRYT YR g1 GRI Bt 15 °IS07T &
3IUR Ui Ut & SfaRTa & dIe I AR & Ged dier ST
= BT

e The announcement, called “positive” by the Chinese Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (MFA), marks another step in normalising
ties between the neighbouring countries that were ruptured by
the military standoff at the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and
Galwan clashes in 2020.

S UINU I <1 fASRT HATd (MFA) §RT "I RIS Hal
T, S TS RA SR & o QAT B famn # U 3R Ben §,
oM Feiy 2020 H TAT WX V= MfaRTY SR Tea WUy &
PRI faTrs T |

« According to an official notice posted online and on Chinese
social media, the visas can be applied for online beginning
from Thursday and obtained after an appointment at the
Indian Embassy in Beijing and consulates in Shanghai and
Guangzhou.

STTaTs 3R = Jrere Hifgar W ue fu e nfieiike

e & STUR, Ao & AU [EAR T SATHATSH ATdGH o o

W%ah?ﬁwaﬁﬁﬂmammﬁugamawmsﬁ?

%amamﬁmgaﬁmﬁ 3UTgede & d1¢ U fopdT ST Jahdl
!

e However, amidst the bonhomie, Beijing rejected concerns in
New Delhi and Dhaka about China’s latest dam project on the
Yarlung Sangpo or Brahmaputra River in Tibet and said it had
communicated with both the governments.

gIcTifch, 39 WieTS, & ae SifsiT 3 78 faeell 3k a1t ot SR @
foreTa &t aRGw |iTa! a1 TR A W A S TdTaH Ty
mﬁmﬁéﬁmﬁﬂéﬁmﬁaﬁmwmﬁi
g fb I GHI TRBRI & 1Y HaTg fHar 3|

e Responding to a question about the visa issuance on
Wednesday, a Chinese MFA spokesperson said that Beijing had
taken note of the “positive move”.

FUAR B! diell ORI B & Fard R Ufdfehar ¢d gL, T =t
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fae=T HaTerd & Yaad 5 $gT [ ST 3 39 "HSRIAS HEH" I Alc (BT 5|
“Easing cross-border travel is widely beneficial. China will maintain
communication and consultation with India to further facilitate travel between the
two countries,” said spokesperson Guo Jiakun in Beijing.

gadd! 3it Forare = Sifoi I Fgl, T UR a1 1 RIS 0% 0 3§
ATHBHRI ¢ | T UIRT & ATY JAR R IRTRE FHTC TAT 1 ST o= b &g
DI 3R AL SR o T 1"

Context and History

T 3R Ry

Both India and China cancelled all flights and most visa services between them
after the COVID-19 pandemic and violence between the two militaries — triggered
after China amassed troops at the LAC.

FIIS-19 TETARY 3R TATH W 4 §RT 1 A1 fFT 91 & a1 <= ot A
Tt IS 3R SAHT T AATE Ig FR o |

China restored visa applications for Indian students in 2022 and for business and
tourism purposes subsequently. It issued an estimated 85,000 visas between

January and June 2025.

T A 2022 H YR BT & forg T 3mae sgTe fhar 3k a1 # AR 3R
gt Il & forw oft diel SIRT &= Y fohan| S0 SiFast | S 2025 & S
TTH 85,000 91T WIRY fu|

India had issued visas in business and student categories, but not for tourism until
now.

%amwmmwmwmwmqammwww
|

According to the Ministry of Tourism figures in 2019, before the lockdown, more
than 3,00,000 Chinese tourists had visited India and about 8,69,000 Indian tourists
had gone to China.

Te HATAT & 2019 & bS] & INR, AGSIST I Ugd 3,00,000 ¥ Hferas =i+
T URd 3T & 3R TTHT 8,69,000 HRHIY Tdesd Hi+ 1T 3|

Diplomatic Engagements

After Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping met in Kazan,
Russia, last October and agreed to restore ties, a series of high-level meetings
discussed the next steps, including the start of the Kailash Manasarovar Yatra.
fUsd SrageR ¥ w9 & S § UYTHHAT A% WG SR 1 rpufa <h fomfi 3
qATHId & S od g Aarsil = Jae &Y Y=: 98T $3 IR Jefd oaad B, dl bt
AFHRIGR T Bt YB3 Aed ST HeH! W 91 & fod o TR do@! i
L IRE]

Most recently, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar travelled to China this month,
and met with his counterpart Wang Yi, and also called on Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Vice-President Hang Zheng, before attending the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Council for Foreign Ministers.

BTt o 1, fad=r w5 o, Sraxid) 59 HEH o4 U SIR SU- gHdbe aiv &t 9 gerebrd
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G’%ﬁmwﬁﬂw@m(scm$ﬁ%m i

it fomfifT ok 3u-

U ST T +ft He B, 3TV U
[ 31 ufvwe oy form)

e Inaninterview to The Hindu, Chinese Ambassador Xu Feihong had said that
resuming the Kailash pilgrimage was “an important initiative taken by China to
improve relations between the two countries”.

< g 1 U 1T Ueh emTehR A it Aot 3 Wl A Het o1 fob e e amn
I aﬂ;%ﬂqmaﬁr%‘ﬁr%aﬁaw o e & forg Iamn m teh
Gt

Concerns on Dam

iy IR fame

e When asked by presspersons about the hydropower project being constructed on
the Yarlung Sangpo, Mr. Guo said that it was “fully within China’s sovereignty”.

Stay of acquittal is
‘rarest of rare’: CJI
on 7/ 11 case appeal

...........................

The'H]jfdil'Bi.l'feaiﬁ """"" '
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai on Wednesday brief-
ly remarked that staying a
judgment of acquittal in an
appeal is a “rarest of rare”
option.

The Chief Justice’s oral
remark came when a la-
wyer mentioned before his
Bench the Maharashtra go-
vernment’s petition chal-
lenging a Bombay High
Court judgment acquitting
all 12 convicts in the 7/11
Mumbai train blasts in
2006.

The mentioning was
made in connection with a
hitch in the Supreme Court
Registry over a translation
in the case records. The
counsel mentioned the is-
sue moments before the
Bench rose for the day.

“Stay of acquittal is rar-
est of rare,” Chief Justice
Gavai observed orally.

“Perhaps we will be able
to convince Your Lord-
ships that it is rarest of
rare,” the counsel replied.

The CJI had agreed to
list the appeal on Thursday
when the Solicitor Gener-
al, appearing for Maha-
rashtra, had made an oral
mentioning on July 22 for
an early listing.

CJIB.R. Gavai

The Bombay High Court
had concluded that the
prosecution “utterly
failed” to establish guilt
beyond reasonable doubt.
It had set aside the 2025
judgment of the special
Maharashtra Control of Or-
ganised Crime Act (MCO-
CA) court, which had
awarded death penalty to
five, and life imprisonment
to seven others.

On July 11, 2006 a series
of seven bomb blasts
ripped through the first
class compartments of se-
ven suburban local trains
of Mumbai between 6.23
p-m. and 6.29 p.m.

The coordinated explo-
sions led to the tragic loss
of 187 lives and left approx-
imately 824 people in-
jured.

9 UABRI - IRGI FRTYT TR S¢S 3 STardeqd
REIST & IR | U, ol 4 it 3 Hel i g8 gt
TRE A Pt AUYAT & faid 3ar g |

. “China is engaged in cooperation with
downstream countries on sharing hydrological data,
flood prevention and disaster reduction,” he said,
adding that Beijing has had the "necessary
communication” with India and Bangladesh.

S Bl o "< SIS 3=l & 1Y ot farr
ST TS FA, T ABUT, 3R ATUGT FATHR0T TR
TGN F YT 3, T B ST 3 ST ¥ URa iR
FIATGRT & T1Y "3MaRgS Harg” [Ha1 3|

o Construction for the massive 60,000 MW
Medog Hydropower station, set to be the world’s
largest, began last week, and was flagged off by

Chinese Premier Li Qiang.
60,000 TTTETE AGHT gfarerT, o g

P TR T S 1 ) 2, T A RS e T

gafT, 3R 9 IR wereR oft i 3 g Raraw
LCIBIRE 2T

Stay of acquittal is ‘rarest of rare’:
CJlon 7/11 case appealﬁlﬁ TH W
P gAHaH 8: g7 <rnehi=iz/11
TS D U W

Supreme Court on Acquittal Stay in 7/11 Mumbai
Blasts Case

7/11wm%mﬁﬁgﬂnaﬁémaﬂm
Y BHd R AP BT AB fewgoit
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Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai on Wednesday briefly remarked that staying a
judgment of acquittal in an appeal is a “rarest of rare” option.

YR & T T 3R, T8 A FUIR &1 Y9 & Fel o ot & a3t & et
WR AP T "gAHaH" [dhed gar g |

The Chief Justice’s oral remark came when a lawyer mentioned before his Bench the
Maharashtra government’s petition challenging a Bombay High Court judgment
acquitting all 12 convicts in the 7/11 Mumbai train blasts in 2006.

T i &1 g8 Hifae fewolt a9 o 59 te d@ia A 3! tie & wme
WHR DI ATRIPT H Ik BT, forad 2006 & 7/11 Gas e YHTHI § 12 Qv
! dTF §T8 PIE GRT S T ST 1 ATt < g ot

The mentioning was made in connection with a hitch in the Supreme Court
Registry over a translation in the case records.

Ig I guitH ®1d IVREY & At & Repis & 3rqarg & Adhs g3 ab-iat @il
e |

The counsel mentioned the issue moments before the Bench rose for the day.

JHId - U8 TEI 39 9T I611 9F U3 & &1 Hriarg! T & arett ot

“Stay of acquittal is rarest of rare,” Chief Justice Gavai observed orally.

T R Tas A Hifkge fTwoh &Y, "a¥t & STeRT U AP gaHau 81"

“Perhaps we will be able to convince Your Lordships that it is rarest of rare,” the
counsel replied.

B A IR {1, AHad: g6 A ragfdal o a8 aue ue {6 98 araa o
gAHaH AT 31

The CJI had agreed to list the appeal on Thursday when the Solicitor General,
appearing for Maharashtra, had made an oral mentioning on July 22 for an early
listing.

Od HERTY PR F1 3R F VIR S-Rd A 22 JAT§ I o] GAdTs & g
ME® Mg a1 o1, 78 YT arndizr A 59 3rdfid $i SaR $ PHads 1 W
HeHfa di 4t
The Bombay High Court had concluded that the prosecution “utterly failed” to
establish guilt beyond reasonable doubt.

T T3 DIC A 5HY e UT fos e gef "git v rwd” g1 I8 wied
B H fob Hag | W IV Ry o o wer

It had set aside the 2025 judgment of the special Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act (MCOCA) court, which had awarded death penalty to five,
and life imprisonment to seven others.

S HERTY Wfed Sravry fdi=or Sfufras (McocA) &t faRy srarerd & 2025 &
A oI E B a1 o1, 9H 5 ) Hid B FST 3R 7 B 3MToig SRIEN feur
YTl

On July 11, 2006, a series of seven bomb blasts ripped through the first class
compartments of seven suburban local trains of Mumbai between 6.23 p.m. and
6.29 p.m.

11 TS 2006 HI U 6.23 Tl A 6.29 T & o9 Y5 DI ATd STTRIY AHd oAl
& B FA fSsa T TIa 99 YHIDI ST 47l gs o

The coordinated explosions led to the tragic loss of 187 lives and left
approximately 824 people injured.
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Fewer foreign trips and protocol lapses upset
Dhankhar; ex-VP felt he had a diminished role

LS CaeR
Suhasini Haidar dent Ebrahim Raisi, who Presidents was not sche-
Sobhana K. Nair had died in a helicopter duled, as officials said it
NEW DELHI crash. was not mandated by pro-

Former Vice-President Jag-

The Iranian govern-
ment’s protocol officials

tocol due to differences in
the Indian and U.S. govern-

deep Dhankhar, in his 35- were apparently over- ment structure.
month tenure, travelled stretched as more than 40 Sources in the Vice-Pre-
abroad only four times for high-level dignitaries at- sident’s office said that des-

bilateral visits, and his of-

tended the ceremonies,

pite the issues and his own

fice often had complained and the sources said Mr.  health problems, Mr.
to the Ministry of External Dhankhar was uneasy with ~ Dhankhar carried out his
Affairs (MEA) over protocol the arrangements at Teh-  diplomatic assignments to

issues, official sources told
The Hindu.

The differences over his
MEA assignments were
amongst the reasons for
the discord between the
former Vice-President and
the government, and a
source of grievance for Mr.
Dhankhar, who felt his
role, especially on foreign
policy issues, was less than
that of his predecessors.

According to the MEA’s
website, Mr. Dhankhar’s
four visits included two
that came shortly after he
took over as Vice-President
in August 2022, and subse-
quently the frequency of
these visits tapered off. In
comparison, his imme-
diate predecessor, M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu, had 13 foreign

0

s

Former Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar pays tributes to Iran’s late

President, and other Iranian officials in Tehran, in May 2024. PTi

tours during his tenure
between 2017 and 2022,
and Hamid Ansari repre-
sented India on 28 tours
abroad during his decade-
long tenure from 2007 to
2017.

Mr. Dhankhar went to
Cambodia (November 11-
13, 2022), Qatar (November
20-21, 2022), the U.K. (May
5-6, 2023), and Iran (May
2024). He was not sche-
duled for any tours this
year, though sources said
the MEA had proposed two
visits abroad, in February
and in June, which were
turned down for health

reasons. According to the
sources, Mr. Dhankhar had
complained to several Op-
position leaders about
what he saw as protocol
violations over the past few
months. One point of con-
tention was that the Vice-
President believed he re-
ceived fewer visits from fo-
reign dignitaries than in
the past.

Unhappy over Iran visit
The Vice-President’s office
was reportedly unhappy
over his visit to Tehran,
where he represented In-
dia at the funeral of Presi-

ran’s Parsian Azadi hotel
during his day-long trip.
Mr. Dhankhar’s absence
from the official banquet
during U.S. Vice-President
J.D. Vance’s trip in April
this year also raised several
eyebrows. On April 21,
when Mr. Vance landed in
Delhi, Mr. Dhankhar was
aboard a flight to Jaipur
and returned to the Capital
only after Mr. Vance had
left. However, officials pri-
vy to the exchanges said
that the Vice-President’s
office had not been in-
formed of the programme
of the U.S. Vice-President
in advance, nor was he in-
cluded in the programme.
At the time, The Hindu
had reported that a meet-
ing between the two Vice-

the full extent he was re-
quired to, pointing out
where he felt there were
gaps.

On May 19, speaking at
an event in Delhi, he re-
ferred to @ protocollapse
in the reception lineup for
Chief Justice B.R. Gavai,
and said “I too am a suffer-
er”. He pointed out that his
photograph had not been
kept in government offices
alongside those of the Pre-
sident and Prime Minister,
as he said it should have
been.

“Once I demit office, I'll
ensure that my successor
has a photograph,” he said,
adding that when such
complaints were made,
they were “not personal,
but for the position held”.

Fewer foreign trips and protocol lapses upset Dhankhar;
ex-VP felt he had a diminished role
® fIe =Tt SR Melpia 31 I A UGS WYL
SIRIYUfd &1 & {6 STt YFAST A 5 3

Former Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar’s Foreign Visits and Protocol Issues

Ud IWIPURT ST 4AEs $ fad=r amng iR wicteid faarg

e Former Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar, in his 35-month tenure, travelled abroad
only four times for bilateral visits, and his office often had complained to the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) over protocol issues, official sources told The

Hindu.

Jd SIRIPUT ST 4=E$ A 304 35 HFIHI & SrdeTd H bad IR IR fguela
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T B, SR I BRI A SRR fAS=T HATTT (MEA) T Meidid gl I AR
Rrerard o1, snfeieTRe Gl A § fig & adr|

The differences over his MEA assignments were amongst the reasons for the
discord between the former Vice-President and the government, and a source of
grievance for Mr. Dhankhar, who felt his role, especially on foreign policy issues,
was less than that of his predecessors.

3% MEA PRIYR P! A AN PR 3R gd & dId THIG B HRUT
7, 3R fad=r e F J&fta gef W I3 Yot ot | HHAR A & BRI
ot RIS & foTT SraIY &1 HRUT i 741

According to the MEA’s website, Mr. Dhankhar’s four visits included two that came
shortly after he took over as Vice-President in August 2022, and subsequently the
frequency of these visits tapered off.

MEA & 39HT3E & 3R, &t ¢ ge & IR arnai § &1 ammg iy of s 3
ST 2022 H IWIFUF T & XA a1 B! &, 3R I q1G 31 IS B Srgf
HH B TS|
In comparison, his predecessor M. Venkaiah Naidu had 13 foreign tours during his
tenure between 2017 and 2022, and Hamid Ansari represented India on 28 tours
abroad during his decade-long tenure from 2007 to 2017.

I B I, 3P Ydad! . daedr ATag A 2017 | 2022 & HfeTa 1 13 fad=it iR
fopu, 3R BTfg S 3 2007 | 2017 A 10 auT & BrdeTa ¥ 28 fag=ft R fHu
Mr. Dhankhar went to Cambodia (November 11-13, 2022), Qatar (November 20-
21, 2022), the U.K. (May 5-6, 2023), and Iran (May 2024).

ot RS A SIS (11-13 AGER 2022), PR (20-21 TR 2022), &b (5-6 WS
2023) 3R I (HS 2024) T T B

He was not scheduled for any tours this year, though sources said the MEA had
proposed two visits abroad, in February and in June, which were turned down for
health reasons.

39 ¥ 31 P13 A Fufia 78T o, graifes 3t = srarn f MEA = wRast ofR S
31 fae=h amnait &1 vare foan o, % T SR ¥ sRdieR # fear m|

According to the sources, Mr. Dhankhar had complained to several Opposition
leaders about what he saw as protocol violations over the past few months.
T & SR, ff e - USd $© Al § Hieidid Sead- & ddbx by [aualt
Farefi ¥ Rrerad ot i
One point of contention was that the Vice-President believed he received fewer
visits from foreign dignitaries than in the past.
T fad1G &1 HeT g T fob IURIFUfd o1 A1 o1 o 3% fae=ht worra safdaal 3t
U YHEATE T g, S Ugd &1 ga-1 & &4 of|
Unhappy over Iran visit
3 T B AP A
o The Vice-President's office was reportedly unhappy over his visit to Tehran,
where he represented India at the funeral of President Ebrahim Raisi, who
had died in a helicopter crash.
SURIFUf! &1 Braferd e P1 IE Bl bR BT qR R SRIGE I, STef I6H
eferepTeR geen ¥ AR Tu 1gufa gerfew T & sifaw R H HRd @1
gfffere fear
o The Iranian government's protocol officials were apparently overstretched as
more than 40 high-level dignitaries attended the ceremonies, and the

Pagez 5

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

T TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

sources said Mr. Dhankhar was uneasy with the arrangements at Tehran’s
Parsian Azadi hotel during his day-long trip.

S WHR &b UICID I SUDBRT WY 7Y Y eafires o U Hifs 40 A
TP ITAERIY UM Afed ARG § A §U, R Gl A gar o off
YIS deXH & UTRIG Tl gied # oo T fea™fta amn & IR &1
TS HaRIT3f & 3t
Mr. Dhankhar's absence from the official banquet during U.S. Vice-President J. D.
Vance's trip in April this year also raised several eyebrows.

39 ¥ ol ® smifvast STyl & St 3 F1 A & IR S ST
WIS O o ¢-aE &1 SuiRAfa = +ft w5 wara Iam|

On April 21, when Mr. Vance landed in Delhi, Mr. Dhankhar was aboard a flight to
Jaipur and returned to the Capital only after Mr. Vance had left.

21 30 & o/ o 99 faeeh uga, 39 95 o 4 eE YR 3t 38 I ¥ 3R 98 a9
& AT g & 918 81 IS dlc|

However, officials privy to the exchanges said that the Vice-President’s office had
not been informed of the programme of the U.S. Vice-President in advance, nor was
he included in the programme.

gIeifch, S g3l A S SHUBIRAT | gar fob JuRTgufa & Praferd o st
SWRIPUfa & HrfshH o1 gd Y1 781 4 T8 A, 3R 3% HrishA | =ie of e
[CRURICIKIN

At the time, The Hindu had reported that a meeting between the two Vice-
Presidents was not scheduled, as officials said it was not mandated by protocol
due to differences in the Indian and U.S. government structure.

39 quY T fg A aamn o1 & gt [ % di do@ Muffka 761 & Fife
SRPTRGT = FeT [ WA SR WHR B T § SR P RO Tg
Weipid gRT Sfrard 78 o7

Sources in the Vice-President's office said that despite the issues and his own health
problems, Mr. Dhankhar carried out his diplomatic assignments to the full extent
he was required to, pointing out where he felt there were gaps.

SIRIFURT B & Gl A Bl fob 37 el 3R S0 WIed FHEI1S & sracg, o
YIS A SO TSI HTaAT B G aRE U SR I R b1 3R S-IRT {oban
S8l 38 Pl Hegd g8 |

On May 19, speaking at an event in Delhi, he referred to a protocol lapse in the
reception lineup for Chief Justice B.R. Gavai, and said “l too am a sufferer.”

19 7 ! focel H T SRk | Sidd §U 351+ H <ArarefIeT §1.3MR. a8 & @RI
Ufed T g3 Meipid 9o &I Icad T 3R Fel, “| ot vep hfsa g1~

He pointed out that his photograph had not been kept in government offices
alongside those of the President and Prime Minister, as he said it should have
been.

351 I fob ITh! IE T ] ARSI Sraterdl H Agufar 3R quret &1
TEIRT & 1Y Y @ 74T, Seifcs TH1 §IHT A1 AT

“Once | demit office, I'll ensure that my successor has a photograph,” he said, adding
that when such complaints were made, they were “not personal, but for the
position held.”

"I% SR 99 § U ©1S ¢, @ & GAfd e {5 TR ISR &1 ik a1 1"
I8+ Hal, T g1 I8 i SreT i 39 dRe & Rierad “safaaird 81, afew ug &t
R & - &t A 5
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No assurance from govt. on
Bihar electoral roll debate

Opposition members seek discussion on the intensive roll revision but no commitment was made

during BAC meeting of Upper House; however, decks cleared for discussion on Operation Sindoor

fr=m=mmccccemmmmcemee=a=

GS IIl: BAC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

n the first meeting of
l the Business Advisory

Committee of the Ra-
jya Sabha after Vice-Presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankhar’s
resignation, it was decided
that Operation Sindoor
would be discussed for 16
hours in the Upper House,
in line with the decision in
the Lok Sabha. The discus-
sion will begin in the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday (July 29)
while the Lok Sabha will
start the discussion a day
earlier.

However, no concrete
assurance was forthcom-
ing from the government
on the Opposition’s de-
mand for a debate on the
ongoing special intensive
revision of electoral rolls in
Bihar. The meeting was at-
tended by leaders of va-
rious parties and Leader of
the Upper House J.P. Nad-
da and Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Kiren Rijiju.
The BAC meeting was
chaired by Rajya Sabha De-
puty Chairman Harivansh.

The meeting was held
after it was rescheduled
four times, prompting a

No assurance from govt. on Bihar electoral roll

Plan for debate: Proceedings of the Rajya Sabha under way during the Monsoon Session of

Parliament in New Delhi on Wednesday. SANSAD TV/ANI

member, according to
sources, to say, “If a meet-
ing is postponed one time
it is okay, second time it is
irritating, third time it is
worrying and and a fourth
time it is unprecedented.”
It was also decided that the
Opposition will pause their
protests on Thursday as
several MPs are retiring
and will be delivering their
farewell speeches.

At this point, an Opposi-
tion MP who is also a mem-
ber of the BAC said that Mr.

Dhankhar, who resigned
without addressing the
House about his decision
to quit, should also be gi-
ven a farewell. Mr. Nadda
and Mr. Rijiju reportedly
smiled but did not
respond.

The Opposition mem-
bers also demanded that
the government allow
them to raise issues instead
of only focusing on “rush-
ing through legislation”.
They have been protesting
for the past three days de-

manding a debate on the
intensive revision of electo-
ral rolls in Bihar.

Speaking to pressper-
sons, the Trinamool Con-
gress’s Rajya Sabha Parlia-
mentary Party leader
Derek O’Brien accused the
government of disrupting
Parliament. “As usual they
will continue disrupting
Parliament, which is why
they do not want to discuss
an issue like SIR, which 15
Opposition parties want to
deliberate on,” he said.

debatefIETR Taaral Y T 960 W WER F 3R A DIy

STYTA Tl

Business Advisory Committee Meeting on Rajya Sabha Agenda

IUIHT F Tole IR fao9 vsargsi #fudl ot do@
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In the first meeting of the Business Advisory Committee of the Rajya Sabha after
Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar’s resignation, it was decided that Operation
Sindoor would be discussed for 16 hours in the Upper House, in line with the
decision in the Lok Sabha.

sw%rigm YIS P FHAP D I1¢ AT 1 fore4 Teargort B o
ggat # Aoy foran T fo Sifav= RigR R IsawHT & 16 U 9 gifl, ol &
AHHT & T g g

The discussion will begin in the Rajya Sabha on Tuesday (July 29) while the Lok
Sabha will start the discussion a day earlier.

TSI H 98 F91 HIAdR (29 JaAT3) I Y= oHit SIaid dieayT & g4 U e ugd
T B

However, no concrete assurance was forthcoming from the government on the
Opposition’s demand for a debate on the ongoing special intensive revision of
electoral rolls in Bihar.

BIdifs, TRBR Bi 3R A fauel o1 fagR ¥ o« ¥ fa=iv 75 qagrar Gt wmeq °
59 DI 7T W DTS S YT ] a1 77|

The meeting was attended by leaders of various parties and Leader of the Upper

House J.P. Nadda and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju.
o B fafid gat & =T, AW HT H ¥ed & a1 Sl AT 3R Tty o v fhor

INEECISER]

The BAC meeting was chaired by Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh.

3 45 D A ASTHHT P STMHTUfT gRE A 31|

The meeting was held after it was rescheduled four times, prompting a member,
according to sources, to say, “If a meeting is postponed one time it is okay, second
time it is irritating, third time it is worrying and and a fourth time it is
unprecedented.”

g So IR TR YAMHUIRE [T & sTe g5, e T e 5 (@l & $uR)
Hgl, "UH IR 96 <Al 31 8, IR IR T8 TR FHRdl ¢, Al aR Ridmee®, 3ik
IR IR TG YA 5"

It was also decided that the Opposition will pause their protests on Thursday as
several MPs are retiring and will be delivering their farewell speeches.

g Ht Uiy fergn T fob a6 fauar s farty wiffra ey, wiife o3 diag
JAIga 81 @ © 3R ﬁ'c.'l'sf YTYoT 37|

At this point, an Opposition MP who is also a member of the BAC said that Mr.
Dhankhar, who resigned without addressing the House about his decision to quit,
should also be given a farewell.

=3 SR BAC & U fauelt Iive 3 oel i 4 emas, 557 Oed &1 "aifid fey
fom gdtwT fean, &1 ot faerg &t st wnfgay

Mr. Nadda and Mr. Rijiju reportedly smiled but did not respond.
fRad & orguR, ot A1gT ik ot RefSrey A Yrp~r o AfFp #13 wrare &1 feam
The Opposition members also demanded that the government allow them to raise
issues instead of only focusing on “rushing through legislation”.

faueh Tl = gg 1t 77 Bt fob RBR PHad "Siegarei # fadags giivd A" W
&M &1 & T9IT 35 G, 36 Dt Sgufd ¢ |

They have been protesting for the past three days demanding a debate on the
intensive revision of electoral rolls in Bihar.
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d forsa i oY @ faeR # yaerar G & e =Y |R 989 &1 Jif &I ddbR
faRiy R 3@ B

e Speaking to presspersons, the Trinamool Congress’s Rajya Sabha Parliamentary
Party leader Derek O'Brien accused the government of disrupting Parliament.
TAGRI W 91d Bd §U JURTA HIUH & ISIIHT HHGH G P ATl S 'S A
WHR IR HHG DI I DA DT SRIT AT

e "As usual they will continue disrupting Parliament, which is why they do not want to
discuss an issue like SIR, which 15 Opposition parties want to deliberate on,” he
said.

61 e, "SI UM BT 8, 3 W B S1fid ST SR} 3@, 7€t aoig & 6 3 sIR
SR e, W T4 T8l HRA1 918, 5 W 15 faueft g 9af Hr amad g1
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PM begin

s visit to UK.; trade

deal set to be inked today

UK. says deal will boost trade by £25.5 billion each year; Modi will meet Keir Starmer and King

Charles 111, two sides will hold talks on technology, investment, climate, defence, trade, migration

LONDON

rime Minister Na-
P rendra Modi ar-
rived in the U.K. on

Wednesday evening, kick-
ing off the first leg of his
two-nation tour, as India
and the UK. prepare to
sign a “free trade” agree-
ment (FTA) on Thursday.
During the visit, Mr. Mo-
di and U.K. Prime Minister
Keir Starmer are expected
to review ties, with the
sides discussing technolo-
gy, investment, climate,
defence, trade, and migra-
tion. Mr. Modi is also sche-
duled to meet Britain’s mo-
narch, King Charles III.
“The leaders will unveil
their vision for a modern,
reinvigorated partnership
over the next decade - The
UK-India Vision 2035,” a
U.K. government state-
ment said. This newly
packaged and extended
framework appears to
have replaced the ‘2030
Roadmap’ announced by
India and the U.K. in 2021,
during former (Conserva-
tive) U.K. Prime Minister
Boris Johnson’s tenure.
The Prime Minister’s vi-
sit is fleeting — less than 24

Gearing up: Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets as he emplanes
for London, in New Delhi. pTi

hours long — with Mr. Modi
set to fly to the Maldives on
Thursday evening to cele-
brate the country’s 60th
anniversary of Indepen-
dence from Britain and the
60th anniversary of diplo-
matic ties between New
Delhi and Male.

“During my meeting
with Prime Minister Rt Hon
Sir Keir Starmer, we will
have the opportunity to
further enhance our eco-
nomic partnership, aimed
at fostering prosperity,
growth and jobs creation
in both countries. I also
look forward to calling on
His Majesty King Charles III
during the visit,” Mr. Modi
said in a pre-departure
statement. The so-called

‘Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership’ with the U.K.
had made “significant pro-
gress” in recent years, Mr.
Modi said.

The meeting comes ex-
actly a year since the two
countries signed a technol-
ogy cooperation frame-
work — the Technology
and Security Initiative. A
new bilateral investment
treaty is also currently un-
der discussion and a de-
fence industrial coopera-

tion framework was
announced earlier this
year.

Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Goyal,
who is accompanying Mr.
Modi, and his British coun-
terpart, Business and

Trade Secretary Jonathan
Reynolds, will sign the
trade agreement on behalf
of the two governments.

The deal would boost
trade between the two
countries by £25.5 billion
each year, a U.K. govern-
ment statement said.

Indian consumers
would have greater access
to various British products
“from soft drinks and cos-
metics to cars and medical
devices”, the U.K. state-
ment said, citing a drop in
average tariff rates from
15% to 3%. The statement
also said the UK. clean
energy sector would have
“unprecedented” access to
India’s procurement mar-
ket and U.K. financial ser-
vices would be treated on a
par with domestic firms in
India, specifically in the in-
surance sector.

“Our landmark trade
deal with India is a major
win for Britain,” Mr. Starm-
er said in a statement. “It
will create thousands of
British jobs across the UK.,
unlock new opportunities
for businesses and drive
growth in every corner of
the country, delivering on
our Plan for Change,” he
added.

PM begins visit to U.K.; trade deal set to be inked today

TUTTHA &1 fares IRT IFF; ATURTTSNA WR 3T §EATER
g @t FYTaAT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Visit to the U.K.

WUTHA TR Jidt @1 g,&. qE
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e Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in the U.K. on Wednesday evening, kicking off
the first leg of his two-nation tour, as India and the U.K. prepare to sign a “free
trade” agreement (FTA) on Thursday.

TYFHA AR5 Alg) 5 §UAR W Y&, T 30 GI-G=0 BT ATAT & Ugd dRT D1 I3
&1, Fifeh YRA 3R . THAR HI “Yad ATIR” AN (FTA) TR THER T DI
IR TR T

o During the visit, Mr. Modi and U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer are expected to
review ties, with the sides discussing technology, investment, climate, defence,
trade, and migration. Mr. Modi is also scheduled to meet Britain’s monarch, King
Charles IIl.

9 961 & aRM, S A $IR fe & nyEE PR TRWR & 99 e,
SAaTy, I&T, ATYR 3R Yard- o gi R 49 811 &1 3G g | o At faea &
HoTe b ared 11 9 i firel

e "The leaders will unveil their vision for a modern, reinvigorated partnership over the
next decade — The UK-India Vision 2035,” a U.K. government statement said.
g b, TRHR o Teh 9 H gl T, “Adl 3T G & [T U EYAh, TR HIAGRI
DI 2P T HY - gb-5fear faw= 20351

e This newly packaged and extended framework appears to have replaced the ‘2030
Roadmap’ announced by India and the U.K. in 2021, during former (Conservative)
U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson'’s tenure.

g =1 3R A s HIRd iR 9.&. gIRT 2021 ® YT ‘2030 ASAT & 5718
a1 Uitd gt 8, SN gd wemree S S & drfera o 9 frar wn an

e The Prime Minister’s visit is fleeting — less than 24 hours long — with Mr. Modi set
to fly to the Maldives on Thursday evening to celebrate the country’s 60th
anniversary of Independence from Britain and 60th anniversary of diplomatic
ties between New Delhi and Male.

UYTTHER 1 Ug U 24 U F W o0 HHG B § — A1 A X AIAGIT IaT
i1, STei 3 fore=T & Tadaan #1 60dT qTia 3R % faeeh SR ATd & o9 IeHRS
el o1 60df aERTIS FAG |

e “During my meeting with Prime Minister Rt Hon Sir Keir Starmer, we will have the
opportunity to further enhance our economic partnership, aimed at fostering
prosperity, growth and jobs creation in both countries. | also look forward to
calling on His Majesty King Charles Il during the visit,” Mr. Modi said in a pre-
departure statement.

TYTHA AT TR BR TRE I B 3% & oRM, g6 a1 o 8 agfes, fapm
3R AR Yo & I T 3T e ATSierR) &Y 3R Aeigd HIA HT AR
QT 39 aEn % IR & fbr et i +ft firem B S € o At A T @ ugad
fdu T 591 | Pl

e The so-called ‘Comprehensive Strategic Partnership’ with the U.K. had made
significant progress in recent years, Mr. Modi said.
ot A1} 3 weT {6 4. & 1Y TUTHAT T IUHaP IR’ 3 81 & auf d
Hgaqul Wi ﬁ%

e The meeting comes exactly a year since the two countries signed a technology
cooperation framework — the Technology and Security Initiative.

Ig §6® 3 G ol gRT WENRTe! TgaiT i - Saiare Us Raaifedt
s W sxeR fFy te ad & 1¢ 31 &I &
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A new bilateral investment treaty is also currently under discussion and a defence
industrial cooperation framework was announced earlier this year.

T -1 fguehta = If¥ adam & ==f & ded § ok 39 af &t goend & T &
Sirenfire wedT gian 9 fosar ma o

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal, who is accompanying Mr. Modi,
and his British counterpart, Business and Trade Secretary Jonathan Reynolds, will
sign the trade agreement on behalf of the two governments.

Iforey 3R e vt iy i@, S ot Tt & Iy A R @ §, IR I e
e, faoH TS ¢8 Ahes ST ¥Hiegd, H1 WPHRI & 3R T AR THd
TR BEIER P |

The deal would boost trade between the two countries by £25.5 billion each year, a
U.K. government statement said.

&, WHR & U 9 § Hg1 71 s T8 THSAAT aHI o0 & oid g% aY £25.5
fafera= &1 sruR serem|

Indian consumers would have greater access to various British products “from soft
drinks and cosmetics to cars and medical devices”, the U.K. statement said, citing a
drop in average tariff rates from 15% to 3%.

g &, 5O H Dl 71 b UIRATa Iuiaarsii o fafesr Sarel - A f§®,
PrAferd, PRI 3R RIfFaT Sudvon” d% dga ugd e, Fifes i e g8
15% & TP 3% B 7T ¢

The statement also said the U.K. clean energy sector would have “unprecedented”
access to India’s procurement market and U.K. financial services would be treated
on a par with domestic firms in India, specifically in the insurance sector.

a1 8 gg g1 T {6 4. & el TTo AR B URd F WiiRde wrdbe i
“ YY" ugirﬁl@ﬁ’reh?tﬁ & foita Aareii & yRa & o wuT & I9H goll
fear smem, @R b 8 7
"Our landmark trade deal with India is a major win for Britain,” Mr. Starmer said in
a statement. "It will create thousands of British jobs across the U.K, unlock new
opportunities for businesses and drive growth in every corner of the country,
delivering on our Plan for Change,” he added.

off WRIR 7 T U H g, "HRd & HIY HRT g AUR GHeidar fed &
T ue 91 Shid 31 98 . R 1 gl fafewr Neial &1 goq s, sagamal &
mwam%vm@ﬁmaﬁ?%ﬂésﬁﬁﬁmaﬁnﬁw,mmm
BT AeT T ST 1"

Page3 2

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

T TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Sports Bill in Lok
Sabha; one Board to
oversee federatlons

GS Il: Governance

Préss Trustof India ™™™ " '

NEW DELHI

The National Sports Gover-
nance Bill introduced in
the Lok Sabha by Sports
Minister Mansukh Manda-
viva on Wednesday pro-
poses to institute a Board
with sweeping powers to
lay down rules and oversee
the functioning of federa-
tions, including the cash-
rich Board of Control of
Cricket in India.

The proposed National
Sports Board (NSB) will
create a stringent system
for accountability. All Na-
tional Sports Federations
(NSFs) will have to attain its
recognition for access to
Union government funds.

Another striking feature
is the proposal for a Na-
tional Sports Tribunal,
which will have the powers
of a civil court and decide
disputes ranging from se-
lection to election involv-
ing federations and ath-
letes. Once instituted, the
tribunal’s decisions can
only be challenged in the
Supreme Court.

The Bill makes some
concessions on the issue of
age cap for administrators
by allowing those in the
age bracket of 70 to 75 to
contest elections if the in-
ternational bodies’ statutes

Mansukh Mandaviya

and bylaws allow for it.

“...as a part of the prep-
aratory activities for the
bidding of Summer Olym-
pic Games 2036, it is im-
perative that the sports go-
vernance landscape
undergoes a positive trans-
formation to bring better
outcomes, sporting excel-
lence and aid in improved
performance in major in-
ternational competitions,”
reads the Bill’s statement
of objectives. All recog-
nised national sports bo-
dies would also come with-
in the ambit of the Right to
Information Act, someth-
ing that the BCCI has vehe-
mently opposed.

“Now we have to study
the Bill, and we will have to
see if we need to place it
before the committee
(Apex Council). We can on-
ly comment after that,”
BCCI vice-president and
Rajya Sabha member Ra-
jeev Shukla said.

Sports Bill in Lok Sabha;
one Board to oversee
federations

Qd fadge dteguT A
%mﬁéﬁﬁaﬁm

National Sports Governance Bill

TP | A fIe

. The National Sports Governance
Bill introduced in the Lok Sabha by
Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
on Wednesday proposes to institute a
Board with sweeping powers to lay
down rules and oversee the functioning
of federations, including the cash-rich
Board of Control of Cricket in India.
T WA 7S HisfadT gRT §UaR &I
AIBEHT H U fobT 71T I W 2
fadae & Fgg 9 oIk wErd! & Sl
B AR & fore fawga ifaal are 9t
% 713 BT UKT4 g, fored =it et
fordre deta as (Bccl) it 2 ]

. The proposed National Sports
Board (NSB) will create a stringent
system for accountability. All National
Sports Federations (NSFs) will have to
attain its recognition for access to
Union government funds.

URATIad AP Wl 9IS (NSB) Sfaresica!
& Q7T Ueb HOR YUt ST | Feit
APTT @ AT (NSFs) Pl 5 TRPR
& B8 dP Ugd o (o1t TP HI=Ial U
B! B

. Another striking feature is the

proposal for a National Sports Tribunal,

which will have the powers of a civil
court and decide disputes ranging from
selection to election involving
federations and athletes.

T 3R UqE faQd § e g @a
ATATTYHROT 1 Trq, ot drart
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TS &1 Xt UTed givt 3R I8 Hge! SR feanfsal ¥ I8 oa | A9 gH1a
% & faarel &1 et S

Once instituted, the tribunal’s decisions can only be challenged in the Supreme
Court.

T SR T34 & 916, ARG & fvfa saa gifta &1 & gt 3T S 9|

The Bill makes some concessions on the issue of age cap for administrators by
allowing those in the age bracket of 70 to 75 to contest elections if the international
bodies’ statutes and bylaws allow for it.

e & URIRT®! Ft R AT R $S Fe 4 T &, o 70 @ 75 96 & S & A
gﬁﬁﬂgﬂaﬁ%qﬁ%mﬁ@uﬁw@%ﬁwaﬁvsﬁwsﬂﬁwﬁéﬁﬁl

...as a part of the preparatory activities for the bidding of Summer Olympic
Games 2036, it is imperative that the sports governance landscape undergoes a
positive transformation to bring better outcomes, sporting excellence and aid in
improved performance in major international competitions,” reads the Bill's
statement of objectives.

. 2036 WHBTAA SiicifUd @l ot aielt ufpbar 1 dar TfafafEl & ol &
Wfr g IS & o Vel AR YUt H HPRIAD TRad= gl difds SgaR TRomd,
Wl ST 3R T SRR Ufriifarett # dgar UaxH gRiEd fvar o w9, a8
fadge & Sexal & faavor & Sa1 M5l
All recognised national sports bodies would also come within the ambit of the
Right to Information Act, something that the BCCI has vehemently opposed.

G} 1= U @ﬁﬁm&wmmaﬂwaﬁﬁuﬁ(m)$m%ﬁ
e, et Beal A WiRgR farty fovan 21

“"Now we have to study the Bill, and we will have to see if we need to place it before
the committee (Apex Council). We can only comment after that,” BCCI vice-
president and Rajya Sabha member Rajeev Shukla said.

319 gH fA9ae T Seaa= ST 811, 3R B8 a1 81T b o 39 (T PR
AfAfa & THE TG 8 | §H 0P 91G 81 P13 WUl B Yobd §," BCCI I SUTHE 3R
TSI YT Ai¥G Meitg Y[l A DTl
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ankmgs and
celebrations apart, the
ninth edition of
Swachh Survekshan,
branded as the world’s largest
cleanliness survey, provides policy
makers and city managers a reality
check on urban sanitation and
waste management, and a reliable
database. The annual survey
steered by Swachh Bharat Mission
(SBM)-Urban had not only over
4,500 cities competing, compared
to less than 100 in 2016, but was
also backed by elaborate
assessments and third party
verification and further bolstered
by feedback from 140 million city
dwellers. From segregation,
collection, transportation, and
management of waste to the
welfare of sanitation workers and
grievance redressal, the 10
parameters of the survey are
comprehensive. The survey has
emerged as an effective driver of
competfition and movement in city
sanitation. It also provides a
measure of the gaps in India’s
journey towards clean cities.

Different population sizes
The advent of Super Swachh
League this year was an overdue
twist to break the stalemate at the
top of the rankings. Indore, Surat,
and Navi Mumbai — all mascots of
cleanliness for a while — entered
this new space along with 20 other
cities of different population sizes.
Members of the League could
create new benchmarks and
compete among themselves while
yielding space to new aspirants to
enter clean city ranks. That is how
Ahmedabad, Bhopal, and
Lucknow could break into the top
as India’s cleanest cities this time
in the million-plus category, with
another 12 receiving ranks in their
own population segments.
Swachh Survekshan 2024-25
appeared focused on faster
democratisation of city
cleanliness. The expansion of
population categories from two to
five, starting from cities with a
population of less than 20,000 to
those with a million-plus
population, provided a fairer

Address : 3rd Floor,

Akshay Rout

Former Director
General, Swachh
Bharat Mission.
Views are personal

The business of
waste
management in
cities may look
chaotic, but it
remains possible

platform for cities to perform.

Those hitherto lagging are now
catching up. Odisha is an example.
Bhubaneswar moved up from the
34th to the 9th rank; small towns
such as Aska and Chikiti worked
their way to the top three clean
cities in their categories; and
mid-size cities including Rourkela,
Cuttack, and Berhampur moved
considerably upwards. These
trends create hope that cleanliness
is not a preserve of only certain
States. Cities from the south are
yet to make any big mark in the
clean city show with Bengaluru
being the least inspirational.
Hyderabad, Tirupati, Vijayawada,
Guntur, and Mysuru were the best
in the region. The National Capital
Region presents an interesting
medley: while the New Delhi
Municipal Council areas and Noida
ranked best for meticulous
sanitation implementation, Delhi,
Gurugram, and Ghaziabad
improved their ranks irrespective
of the negative reports they
received in the public domain.

The clean city basket has grown
larger since one promising clean
city was picked up from each State
based on its progress and
potential. Once cities are positively
stamped, they tend to stay in the
aspirational course. Understood
this way, the 78 Swachh awards
given were not too many.

Setting up the cleanest cities as
mentors to the most
underperforming ones could help
in the proliferation of multiple
good practices among urban local
bodies (ULBs). While Indore is a
veteran in segregating the last
gram of waste into six buckets at
source — dry, wet, domestic
hazardous, plastic, sanitary and
e-waste; Surat has been making
good revenue by selling
sewage-treated water. Pune’s
waste management is anchored on
cooperatives formed by
ragpickers. Visakhapatnam made
an eco-park from remediated
legacy waste site. Lucknow
produced an iconic waste wonder
park. The Kuberpur area in Agra,
once a toxic dumpsite,
transformed to 47 acres of green,

by engaging bioremediation and
biomining technologies.

Tourist destinations and places
of high footfall received special
emphasis in the survey. Prayagraj
was awarded in the category of
Ganga towns, and special
recognition was extended to the
recent Maha Kumbh for its
sanitation management. India
accounts for less than 1.5% of
international tourist arrivals. Cities
need to do much more than an
occasional cleanliness drive to
enhance tourist experience.

The theme this year

The theme of ‘reduce, reuse, and
recycle (RRR)’, advocated by the
2025 survey, carries the prospect
of jobs, enterprise, and
invigoration of self-help groups.
The theme of the last survey was
‘waste to wealth’. We are yet to
raise the billions of rupees out of
waste that is possible. For this,
policy needs to better incentivise
investors. Waste-to-energy plants
are gaining traction but the private
sector may be concerned about
commercial viability.

Citizens are yet to take
meaningful action even though
the RRR approach is entrenched
in India’s ancient traditions. While
a universal resentment against
open defecation has been
achieved by SBM, a behaviour
change movement fostering
intolerance against waste and
fighting against consumerism has
been tough to initiate.

As more cities get identified as
hubs of growth, we must prioritise
the management of 1.5 lakh tonnes
of solid waste generated every day.
Alot will depend on delivery at
decentralised levels, especially by
ULBs in enforcing segregation,
collection, transport, and
processing, including of the more
challenging plastic and e-waste.

The business of waste
management in cities may look
chaotic, but it remains possible.
The rise of Surat from being a D)
place of garbage three decades agon)
to the top place in the sanitation
chart last year shows that this is a
possibility in all cities in India.
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Takeaways from the Swachh Survekshan

TS A& | Ty fsed

Swachh Survekshan 2024-25: Clean Cities Movement
TITS JA&IUT 2024-25; T3 UG SAigiad

Rankings and celebrations apart, the ninth edition of Swachh Survekshan,
branded as the world’s largest cleanliness survey, provides policy makers and city
managers a reality check on urban sanitation and waste management, and a
reliable database.

BT SR ITGT T 31T, TS TAEIT T A1ai WB0T, or g+ &1 aad a1
ST HI&IUT e T §, Y Frmfareit SR 2R ydyw! 31 et wwwar iR
I YU R TP IRAADdT ofid 3R U [aya=ig Serad UaH Rl o

The annual survey steered by Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM)-Urban had over
4,500 cities competing, compared to less than 100 in 2016, and was backed by
elaborate assessments, third party verification, and feedback from 140 million
city dwellers.

qIe Aderor, ol e WRd A= (SBM)-3d Taferd o=l ©, H 4,500 & Sifi®
T8I A U o, STafds 2016 H a8 W@m 100 § oft & A, ok U8 94 favqa
i, A1 Y&l o1, 3R 140 it el & wlsd® g1 gafid o1l
The survey covers 10 parameters from segregation, collection, transportation,
waste management, to welfare of sanitation workers and grievance redressal.

HIEUT 10 ATUSS] ! AT Bl § — IHDR0T, TG, URTEH, FaRT UM, § b
S dl HHAE! B WaTg SR Rrerad fFaro |

The survey has emerged as an effective driver of competition and movement in
city sanitation, and provides a measure of the gaps in India’s journey towards clean
cities.

I8 U1 AEY Tl H ufareuyf oiR T &1 U gyTaRIed areie B S B,
3R T3 WMeR) 3! fexn & YR 1 7= & Hielg @I o1 3719 USH &Rl 2

Different Population Sizes — Super Swachh League
fafira S iET SR - YuR WS |

The advent of Super Swachh League this year was an overdue twist to break the
stalemate at the top of the rankings.

2 I GUR TS5 N1 &1 SIFTHA U & | ST TS T, 57 3fh ot =fief fRufay o
TfoRIY &Y dig & fog ol

Indore, Surat, and Navi Mumbai, mascots of cleanliness, entered this new space
along with 20 other cities of different population sizes.

SR, Y, 3R T4 GaS, S W dl S Tl 3R €, 39 ¢ &= # 20 39 faftm
ST aTel XE-1 o A1 2 gul

Members of the League could create new benchmarks and compete among
themselves, allowing new aspirants to enter clean city ranks.

T & Yo Y HIFES 91T Hobd @ oIk 3mud § ufauyf &% god €, S 7w
3epieft Taws eI ¥P A YA R I |
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As a result, Ahmedabad, Bhopal, and Lucknow broke into the top in the million-
plus category, with another 12 receiving ranks in their own population segments.

| BUSIETS, HIUTd, 3R @S, FIR=-|-FwR Joft # =fiv w sy,
3R 37T 12 RN A TG SHEReAT I § ¥ U S |

Democratisation of City Cleanliness

TGN WAl BT ADAATHIOT

Swachh Survekshan 2024-25 appeared focused on faster democratisation of city
cleanliness.

TS AT 2024-25 IS NG} TSI & AbaA PRI W Diad faw|
Expansion of population categories from two to five, ranging from cities with less
than 20,000 to million-plus, provided a fairer platform for performance.

SEEIT T 1 [AEIR &1 | ST Uid, §g1 20,000 | HH SIS dTel W=l
AR FUfE-|-SHuR d% A §, 7 It & fore v fFeaer w9 veH foan
Lagging cities are now catching up; Odisha is an example: Bhubaneswar moved
from 34th to 9th, small towns like Aska and Chikiti reached top three in their
categories, and mid-size cities including Rourkela, Cuttack, and Berhampur moved
considerably upwards.

3 MBS G doil ¥ YR B g o; SNTST THPBT I&TER0T & YaAYR A 341 § odft
b BIRIel 1, ST SR Tafsfe oY Bie wel A sro-t 40w & < i =i gr,
3R ISP, e, 3R FEITHAYR I8 AHH ATHR P WG| - BB TS g1 Bl
These trends bring hope that cleanliness is not limited to certain states; Southern
cities are yet to make a big mark, with Bengaluru being the least inspirational, while
Hyderabad, Tirupati, Vijayawada, Guntur, and Mysuru performed best in the
region.

A B 3T 91 BT AT S § b Teddl Had o Iea dob Hferd 721 8; afaroht
e A 3l I It UgTH TRl 9 1S ©, o ek Ja9 HH IRUNSHIS e, Jdid
tRTaTe, foreufa, fasrarsT, ex, 3k AR 1 39 &7 & 9gR Uexi- fbar|
The National Capital Region (NCR) presents a mixed picture: NDMC areas and
Noida ranked best for meticulous sanitation implementation, while Delhi,
Gurugram, and Ghaziabad improved ranks despite negative public reports.

TP ST & (NCR) Ueb A3 AR T Bl &: TTSIGHAT & 3R AIgsT A
TE-JU AR A D dT AN B B Garad 36 I B, aieh faeett, T, 3R
MTATETE 5 TPRIAD HIdl—® RUel & dacie 3 J gUR |

The clean city basket has grown larger, with one promising clean city picked from
each state based on progress and potential.

S e B Gl 91 81 7S B, ST6T U T IV U HHTATRN T eT
ISP W 3R &HaT & YR TR I T ¢ |

Once cities are positively stamped, they tend to stay aspirational; hence the 78
Swachh awards given were not too many.

TS IR Fd WERI B HPRIAD Y H AT ¢f St g, 1 9 Tepiaft a1 38d 3
3fert fU U 78 W8 REPR ggd SHfe® g1 3|

The initiative of setting up cleanest cities as mentors to others continues the
momentum.

I IS TE] DI 3= LR b ANIERIP g9 I Ugd 39 Tid B ORI [aa g
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Setting up the cleanest cities as mentors to the most underperforming ones

Taife I3 e B! YaH HH YSRH HI1 aTad e & ARGP & U & wi1fud

HIAT

Setting up the cleanest cities as mentors to the most underperforming ones could
help in the proliferation of multiple good practices among urban local bodies (ULBs).

Y w5 -1 B! Yo HH UGRMH B a1 eR! & ARTERId & ¥ H R Sl
et R AP (ULBs) & o9 o5 St wUTsii & TR & Hee o Iadl 6|
While Indore is a veteran in segregating the last gram of waste into six buckets at
source — dry, wet, domestic hazardous, plastic, sanitary and e-waste; Surat has
been making good revenue by selling sewage-treated water.

SR AId R HR & 3ifaT 7 ) o aifexdl & fIyird o 7 ergydl & — g,
e, N GaRATP, TR, e X §-d%; 751 JRd Hdel ¢les dlex sgaw
3BT 3T R G 3

Pune’s waste management is anchored on cooperatives formed by ragpickers.

Ul $1 HaRT Yt BT S aTell gRT §1E T AgHRT WS TR 1Rd ¢
Visakhapatnam made an eco-park from remediated legacy waste site.
fa=mETIaTH 7 R FER B 15 D YURDR U b1-UTh §1T |

Lucknow produced an iconic waste wonder park.

TGS, A U URIS d¥e 8- UTd &1 [HHfor fasa

The Kuberpur area in Agra, once a toxic dumpsite, transformed to 47 acres of green,
by engaging bioremediation and biomining technologies.

STRT & HARYR &7, ol ! fwred Suarge o1, 1 IAiAfSeRE ik arars
THHIDI b SUINT H 47 TH$ givATeit H gad fadr [l

Tourist destinations and places of high footfall received special emphasis in the
survey.

Tdemor § wifeT wal iR siftre WisHrs ard WY &) faviy #ea faar m|
Prayagraj was awarded in the category of Ganga towns, and special recognition was
extended to the recent Maha Kumbh for its sanitation management.

WANRTS & 17 218 &1 Aot § REBR et 3R g1at &t o U HeThY & 37!
ST AT & I faRy wren §f 715

India accounts for less than 1.5% of international tourist arrivals.

HRA AR T M T 1.5% | Wt 4 fFwa W@ g

Cities need to do much more than an occasional cleanliness drive to enhance
tourist experience.

ERI Bl Ted| & IUT DI I8R I & (oY S fhT o ara Tawsdr
SR T Hel 31w BT I

The theme this year

T 9y &1 A=

The theme of ‘reduce, reuse, and recycle (RRR)’, advocated by the 2025 survey,
carries the prospect of jobs, enterprise, and invigoration of self-help groups.

2025 & HI&IUT H 1S 715 "GeT3il, T: SUUNT 1 3R TP T (RRR)” &1 HH H
AN, AT, 3R W94 TeTadT I & JRIGADH T D! YHETE & |
The theme of the last survey was ‘waste to wealth’.

e gderr o) i ave g AR i

Page38

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

T TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

We are yet to raise the billions of rupees out of waste that is possible.

BH 314l dob AN | HHT 3R $UY B UGS 8T HR UL &

For this, policy needs to better incentivise investors.

39 forg, ifaat 31 el oY dgar Were= 31 8
Waste-to-energy plants are gaining traction but the private sector may be
concerned about commercial viability.

R -Z-TTSI Wie A 81 3R 8, dfcs ol &1 &) aiftifeues sragrdar ! S
il &1 et o

Citizens are yet to take meaningful action even though the RRR approach is
entrenched in India’s ancient traditions.

AR 7 31t T 319 PRATE 781 B §, 8Tdifd RRR TRBI HRT F1 U=
TRt § g gl

While a universal resentment against open defecation has been achieved by SBM,
a behaviour change movement fostering intolerance against waste and fighting
agalnst consumerism has been tough to initiate.

STgt SBM A ga § ¥ & faars wdeardY sRiety I foan 8, a8 ek & ufa
SfEWET 3R IuHiaTare F fREAaTE sfigiad = BT B W 8|

As more cities get identified as hubs of growth, we must prioritise the management
of 1.5 lakh tonnes of solid waste generated every day.

S-S 3R e AT & Hg 7d 9] §, gﬁuﬁmmaﬁaﬁn 5 @Rg &
3G HER B Y bl WYTHpdT ST IRy

A lot will depend on delivery at decentralised levels, especially by ULBs in enforcing
segregation, collection, transport, and processing, including of the more
challenging plastic and e-waste.

95d 3% fad-ipd wrl, a2 U J ULBs gRT fauTeH, TUe, uRas ik
TPV (AN =0 Wi 3R -3%) & Hrtaad R [k &)

The business of waste management in cities may look chaotic, but it remains
possible.

YERI H ST YU BT AR SATRYA T Jhdl g, b I8 HHE 3|

The rise of Surat from being a place of garbage three decades ago to the top place
in the sanitation chart last year shows that this is a possibility in all cities in India.

A &1 AT G Ugd HaX BT I 514 I s [Usd a8 WasdT 91e J 2y ==
I &1 T I8 fewrd ¢ fob a8 URa & gt <l d dua g
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Fixing Delhi’s air quality crisis

The current electoral mandate can enable States to fix achievable regional targets

STATE OF PLAY

Swagata Dev

uly and August are
J prime months for Delhi

to prepare for air pollu-
tion episodes in autumn and
winter, which are now a defin-
ing feature of the National
Capital Region (NCR). The
electoral mandate this year
has created a rare moment of
political alignment across
most States in the Delhi-NCR,
opening the door for coordi-
nated action on air quality.

Delhi’s air pollution stems
from both local sources and
emissions from neighbouring
States. To achieve the National
Ambient Air Quality Stan-
dards, emission reductions
across the Indo-Gangetic Plain
(IGP) are essential.

As the sources of air pollu-
tion are similar across the larg-
er IGP airshed, the mitigation
measures are also similar.
These measures are enshrined
in most city and State action
plans, including scaling up the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yoja-
na to reduce household bio-
mass burning, reducing emis-
sions from freight movements
across city boundaries, and
using cleaner fuels and install-
ing pollution control devices
in industries.

However, implementation
has lagged due to fragmented
governance structures. For in-
stance, multiple agencies
manage Delhi’s roads — some
under the Delhi government
and others under the Centre.
This makes coordinated ac-
tion on road dust (responsible
for PM10 emissions) difficult.
As a result, while roads in
areas such as Lutyens’ Delhi
are well-maintained, many
others remain neglected.

Similar issues persist across
States. While the National
Clean Air Programme notes

3T B, T a1 TuraiT IR JHfad SRATS &1 IR Gl ¢ |

Delhi

the importance of regulating
industrial fuels, not all States
have a clearly defined fuel list.
Pet coke, a high-emission fuel,
is banned only in some States.
Age limits for vehicles also diff-
er, allowing older, more pol-
luting vehicles to move freely
across borders. Given the
transboundary nature of pol-
lution, the gains of one State
are often undermined by inac-
tion in another.

The need for regional coor-
dination against transboun-
dary pollution has been ack-
nowledged globally. India is
also a signatory to several
agreements, including the
Stockholm Declaration (1972),
the Convention on Long-range
Transboundary Air Pollution
(1979, Geneva), the Rio Decla-
ration (1992), and the Malé De-
claration for South Asia (1998).

The Malé Declaration, in
particular, urges South Asian
countries to build a scientific
base, formulate regional ac-
tion plans, and enable joint in-
terventions. However, in In-
dia, there is no legal mandate
to support such efforts. Alth-
ough the Supreme Court has
routinely stepped in (e.g., by
issuing subsidies for crop resi-
due management machinery
across States), most policy in-
struments have failed due to
the lack of regional coopera-
tion. For instance, while brick
kilns within Delhi-NCR are
mandated to shift to zig-zag
technology, nearby districts
still operate older kilns.

To manage transboundary

pollution, India has a promis-
ing institutional framework
under the Commission for Air
Quality Management for Na-
tional Capital Region and Ad-
joining Areas (CAQM). CAQM
holds considerable overriding
powers for implementing
clean air strategies, yet its im-
pact depends on how actively
it can align state actions with
regional targets.

The current political man-
date aligning the Centre and
most NCR States (Delhi, Rajas-
than, Uttar Pradesh, and Ha-
ryana) presents the right op-
portunity. States can draw
from the Malé Declaration’s te-
nets and collaboratively de-
fine emission standards and
sectoral targets. Under the di-
rective of CAQM and backed
by Central funding, region-
wide action could scale up mi-
tigation measures.

The entire IGP should be
treated as part of a larger
airshed. As freight and buses
ply freely across State borders,
a regional strategy backed by
political will is essential. Bio-
mass burning in the residen-
tial sector generates more pol-
lution than transport and
needs stronger action across
the entire airshed. Further, if
all line departments issue di-
rectives based on a joint man-
date from the States, these
strategies could be stream-
lined. While this coordination
has historically been challeng-
ing, the current electoral man-
date can enable the States to
promulgate achievable region-
al targets.

Now is the time to build on
the momentum for clean air,
not just in Delhi but across the
IGP. The decisive mandate of
February 2025 could make Oc-
tober 2025 more breathable.

Swagata Dey heads the Air Quality
Policy and Outreach group at the
Center for Study of Science, Technology
and Policy

Fixing Delhi’s
air quality crisis

feeeht & arg
TUTGT Hhe Bl
URHAT

Air Pollution
Management in Delhi-
NCR
feech-TRileR ¥ arg
UGUUT YeeH
. July and August
are prime months for
Delhi to prepare for air
pollution episodes in
autumn and winter,
which are now a
defining feature of the
National Capital
Region (NCR).

IR 3T et
& forg TRe ok |fdat #
B aTel I UghUl &
Eﬁ@’s’;%%ﬂlﬁ & q&I
HER T, SN o P
TSTYT & (NCR) B
T gRHTIY fawar
T gb g
. The electoral
mandate this year has
created a rare moment
of political alignment
across most States in the
Delhi-NCR, opening the
door for coordinated
action on air quality.
ERRISK
SHTGRT faedll-TAHeR
& e I H
ST TH-ag o1
TP GoH ATER AP
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Delhi’s air pollution stems from both local sources and emissions from
neighbouring States.

faeel @1 arg wguur W il 3R TSRt sl ¥ S — gl I SF ST gl
To achieve the National Ambient Air Quality Standards, emission reductions
across the Indo-Gangetic Plain (IGP) are essential.

P1a uRka=ia 9Ty urast 7S] &1 U B & i S1-11fe® WA (16P) H
IS | Bl SHaTD g |

As the sources of air pollution are similar across the larger IGP airshed, the
mitigation measures are also similar.

If® 1GP &1 T I1g TNl & Hid JHH &, 9ferg frasror Iura off a9 g

These measures are enshrined in most city and State action plans, including:

J IUTT HTYHT WY 3R I RIS & Wi g, o d wfad &

o Scaling up the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana to reduce household
biomass burning

YYUTTHAT ISqdT AIST BT AR difch SR SRIART S@T & $HH foar o
b

o Reducing emissions from freight movements across city boundaries
e B! WIS & UR UTA gaATs A BH AT ST D1 HH HAl

o Using cleaner fuels and installing pollution control devices in industries

SN & Waes YT o1 SUANT 3R UgWoT fA=07 SUSRUN o RITGAT

However, implementation has lagged due to fragmented governance structures.
getifep, TR T SRem3i & SRl Srafaa= § 38 g8 7|

For instance, multiple agencies manage Delhi’s roads — some under the Delhi
government and others under the Centre.

IR & forg, feeeht )t Tl &1 UeieH o8 TRl HRdl & — $3 fewl WHR &
P 3R & Fg PR & |

This makes coordinated action on road dust (responsible for PM10 emissions)
difficult.

O YSP Bt Y (Sl PM10 IoToIF & T TR 8) R IAfd S1ars &A1
HS B STl ¢ |

As a result, while roads in areas such as Lutyens’ Delhi are well-maintained, many
others remain neglected.

URUMTHRGRY, S8l gfead fawll S &3 ! e 3ed! dve | vEvWid 1 ¢, d8] &s
3 SUfErd B B

Similar issues persist across States.

T € g, Ieal # Wt s gu B

While the National Clean Air Programme notes the importance of regulating
industrial fuels, not all States have a clearly defined fuel list.

e WS a1 BTAHH § Sefie oA of fafafa 0 o sraasdr
SIS T ©, At gt Il & U U Ty S oAt AL R

Pet coke, a high-emission fuel, is banned only in some States.

ﬂzgﬁa S U St Ioqol aTdl 34 §, B! had S Wedl H a1 ufaaferd faar
gl

Age limits for vehicles also differ, allowing older, more polluting vehicles to move
freely across borders.
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TGl B S T T3 &, o R 3R 4RI ugue a1 dneii &
UR Wdd €U 4 I 9hd g

Given the transboundary nature of pollution, the gains of one State are often
undermined by inaction in another.

9f% Tguer 3t T & UR i ¥, 3URN Ue W0 3 Suafmar SR g Bt
ffSpaar @ frde 8 ot 1

Regional Coordination for Transboundary Pollution Control

IR yguur fa=r & fore g waaag

The need for regional coordination against transboundary pollution has been
acknowledged globally.

HHHUR wguur & I &Eta au-aa &1 sTagdhdl & Afe WR W WeR e
T g
India is also a signatory to several agreements, including the Stockholm
Declaration (1972), the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution
(1979, Geneva), the Rio Declaration (1992), and the Malé Declaration for South
Asia (1998).

YRd Ht B GOl BT gEATGRDBAl 5, OTH ICIBEIH TIYOIT (1972), AI=T-¥S
TGS TR UTegRE $-a%H (1979, fmam), el gwom (1992), 3R aféror wikm
& forg et givon (1998) M &

The Malé Declaration, in particular, urges South Asian countries to build a
scientific base, formulate regional action plans, and enable joint interventions.

fori =0 9 wrel wtwon, g eRkrarg o 3§ e sTuR e id B, aEtg
BT STTE TR P, 3R VYR FTAQT 1 W&H HIA BT 376 Pl ¢ |
However, in India, there is no legal mandate to support such efforts.

gTdifs, YR W TY YT o1 9HeH & & forg g St SifieR 61 ]
Although the Supreme Court has routinely stepped in (e.g., issuing subsidies for
crop residue management machinery across States), most policy instruments
have failed due to the lack of regional cooperation.

gTdifs T B 7 JHI-THY R gAY a1 § (O 6 a1 & waa SaRy yaeq
it & fore afeust SRt o), fhR ot et Teah 99 &+t & SR iftreiw
Hifora Susvr fawa 8 U gl

For instance, while brick kilns within Delhi-NCR are mandated to shift to zig-zag
technology, nearby districts still operate older kilns.

I & Y, Sgt feeeht-u=_iiem # ¢ ygi &) fomT-9v deiie 3 &1 3w
8 98! U & ol O RA Yg 8@ W ga g g

Institutional Framework and CAQM

TR &9 3R Hieagud (CAQM)

To manage transboundary pollution, India has a promising institutional framework
under the Commission for Air Quality Management for National Capital Region
and Adjoining Areas (CAQM).

HHATUR Uguor § Fues & T 4Rd & U I IsruT & SR 3mH-UrT & &
& fore arg TurasT yEeA START (CAQM) & d8d Ush THTA! HRITTE & g |

CAQM holds considerable overriding powers for implementing clean air
strategies, yet its impact depends on how actively it can align state actions with
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regional targets.

CAQM & U TS5 91 IUHITaal &Y aR #- & fig ngayut Sifter § afed
DT YHTT 39 R R 31 8 5 ug Iy &) sriareal &1 ey @gal & 91y
fora=t afspaar ¥ TREd B JobdT 2|

Political Opportunity for Regional Strategy

&= Jurifa & fore IoHifa® AR

The current political mandate aligning the Centre and most NCR States (Delhi,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, and Haryana) presents the right opportunity.

qdd H Pg SR ftreir TRiemR Iral (faeett, TeieT, STR uewr 3k gfarom
& 99 ISIfa® JH-ag Ue S S/aR YeH SRl g

States can draw from the Malé Declaration’s tenets and collaboratively define
emission standards and sectoral targets.

o AT T9ON & Rygial I IR dd) Icasi A 3R &1 a9 Ifed 0 d
FYiRd B ¥Hhd B

Under the directive of CAQM and backed by Central funding, region-wide action
could scale up mitigation measures.

CAQM & =T SiR Pkt faaiwor & ded, ¥ &5 d HRa1s &! fFarur Iuri &
U S/ S bl g

Airshed-Wide Strategy and Coordination
a1 & (Airshed) TR R UM 3R TH-=a9

Call to Action: From Mandate to Clean Air

PRATS P! [PR: FHIY A WS a1 P

The entire Indo-Gangetic Plain (IGP) should be treated as part of a larger airshed.
R FSI-10fe® W (IGP) F TP 98 a1 & &1 T AT ST AU

As freight and buses ply freely across State borders, a regional strategy backed by
political will is essential.

Ifh ATETaTE SR a9 9 B! W1l F UR Wad U F It 8, SN T
o seomrifed & wafda gt Torifa srawas 3|

Biomass burning in the residential sector generates more pollution than transport
and needs stronger action across the entire airshed.

ATARITT &= § TRART ST URagH &1 g H Sifd Uguor 30d $Hal § 3R
TP o Q¥ 91g &9 © $ SUTY Bt 3TIRIehd B

Further, if all line departments issue directives based on a joint mandate from the
States, these strategies could be streamlined.

2P faraT, afe A FAURT It & Y SR & YR TR S SR &3, 1 37
O B gierifore far o @ g

While this coordination has historically been challenging, the current electoral
mandate can enable the States to promulgate achievable regional targets.

BT I8 TH-ad fdeTRie U I gyl 381 8, fhR ot adum= gamdt s-mexr
o4t D! UT B A geig aea ot SiftRyfRa H & Gerd s Il 6|

Page43

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

T TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

*

dtriofic (

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

e Now is the time to build on the momentum for clean air, not just in Delhi but
across the IGP.
319 JHY ¢ fb 5 T Iy & fore Hispar fd &1 Fad faeeh & & 7 afer W 1P
& ¥ 3 ST

e The decisive mandate of February 2025 could make October 2025 more

breathable.

W’\%ZOZS & fuifae AR I Sragar 2025 F Sif¥® TN A+ g S [T 51
BELIE

Can Presidential Reference change a judgment:

What is the issue on which President Droupadi Murmu has invoked the Supreme Court’s advisory jurisdiction? Are such advisory opinions binding?

What did the April 8 ruling state? Can a Presidential Reference prompt the Supreme Court to revisit an earlier ruling?

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
n July 22, the Supreme Court
issued notices to the Union
Government and all States on
a Presidential Reference
seeking its opinion on whether the
President and Governors can be judicially
compelled to act within prescribed
timelines on Bills passed by State
legislatures. A Constitution Bench led by
Chief Justice B.R. Gavai and comprising
Justices Surya Kant, Vikram Nath, P.S.
Narasimha, and A.S. Chandurkar
indicated that detailed hearings would
begin around mid-August.

What was the Presidential Reference?
The Reference stems from President
Droupadi Murmu’s submission of 14
questions following the Supreme Court’s
April 8 ruling. That decision arose from a
petition filed by the Tamil Nadu
government challenging Governor R.N.
Ravi’s delay in granting assent to 10 Bills
that had been re-passed by the State
legislature, and his subsequent decision
to reserve them for Presidential
consideration. The judges held that the
Governor’s prolonged inaction was illegal
and, for the first time, imposed judicially
enforceable timelines on Governors and
the President to act on State Bills. The
Presidential Reference broadly seeks
clarity on whether courts can prescribe
the manner and timeframe within which
constitutional authorities must act.

Can the court advise?

Article 143(1) of the Constitution confers
advisory jurisdiction on the Supreme
Court, empowering it to render opinions
on questions of law or fact that are not
connected to any ongoing litigation. The
only prerequisites are that the President
must be satisfied that such a question has
arisen or is likely to arise, and that it is of
such a nature and of such public

T

Judicial opinion: President Droupadi Murmu administers the oath of office to Justice Bhushan

Ramkrishna Gavai as Chief Justice of India, in New Delhi on May 14. ANI

importance that it warrants the court’s
opinion.

However, the court is bound to limit
itself strictly to the questions referred by
the President and cannot exceed the
scope of the Reference.

Can it decline a Reference?
Although the Supreme Court has chosen
to entertain the present Reference, it is

not bound to do so in every case. In In Re:

The Special Courts Bill (1978), the court
held that the word “may” in Article 143(1)

grants it discretion to decline a Reference.

However, it must record reasons for such
refusal.

In 1993, the court declined to answer a
Reference on the Ayodhya-Babri Masjid
dispute, citing the pendency of a civil suit
and deeming the Reference
“unconstitutional” for violating
secularism. The judges also cautioned
against the misuse of the court’s advisory
opinion for political ends.

Are advisory opinions binding?

The binding force of advisory opinions
remains contested. Article 141 of the
Constitution states that the “law
declared” by the Supreme Court is
binding on all courts in India. In St.
Xavier’s College versus State of Gujarat
(1974), the court clarified that advisory
opinions do not amount to binding
precedents, though they command
significant persuasive authority.
Nevertheless, there have been instances
where the court has appeared to treat
such opinions as authoritative. A notable
example is the R.K. Garg versus Union of
India (1981) case, where Justice P.N.
Bhagwati treated the legal reasoning in
the Special Courts Bill Reference as a
binding precedent. This was despite
Justice Y.V. Chandrachud’s explicit caveat
in that Reference that the court’s opinion
were not binding on other courts. As it
stands, any advisory opinion issued in the
present presidential Reference would not

have binding force. The Supreme Court’s
April 8 judgment, delivered in the
exercise of its adjudicatory jurisdiction
under Article 141, would continue to
prevail irrespective of the opinion.

Can the court overturn its April 8
ruling through the Reference?

In its opinion on the Cauvery Water
Disputes Tribunal Reference, the Supreme
Court underscored that Article 143 cannot
be used as a means for the executive to
seek a review or reversal of its settled
judicial decisions. “When this court in its
adjudicatory jurisdiction pronounces its
authoritative opinion on a question of
law, it cannot be said that there is any
doubt about the question of law or the
same is res integra so as to require the
President to know what the true position
of law on the question is,” the opinion
said. Accordingly, the only valid recourse
to challenge the April 8 ruling is through
review or curative petitions.

However, in re Natural Resources
Allocation (2012), the court held that there
is no constitutional bar on its ability to
clarify, restate, or even formulate a fresh
opinion on a question of law under
Article 143(1), so long as the ratio
decidendi of an earlier judgment remains
intact and the rights of parties in the
original case are unaffected. The
Reference followed the court’s decision
quashing the 2G spectrum allocation and
mandating auctions as the sole method
for spectrum distribution.

However, in 1998, a Presidential
Reference was used to modify certain
aspects of a previous ruling on judicial
appointments. While reaffirming the
validity of the collegium system laid down
in Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record
Association versus Union of India (1993),
the court revised the composition and
functioning of the collegium, thereby
refining the appointment process without
overturning the earlier judgment.

While the April 8 judgment is final, its
findings on the law may still be refined or
elaborated upon by the Constitution
Bench hearing the present Reference.

Can Presidential Reference change a judgment?

&1 wgufa Ft g e fadt frofa ot ga aodt 72

Presidential Reference on Timelines for Assent to State Bills

Ted fadgel W gafa & THaHar i ddv rgufa deu

THE GIST

Article 143(1) of the
Constitution confers advisory
jurisdiction on the Supreme
Court, empowering it to render
opinions on questions of law or
fact that are not connected to
any ongoing litigation.

v

In its opinion on the Cauvery
Water Disputes Tribunal
Reference, the Supreme Court
underscored that Article 143
cannot be used as a means for
the executive to seek a review
or reversal of its settled judicial
decisions.

v

The binding force of advisory
opinions rendered by the
Supreme Court remains
contested.
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On July 22, the Supreme Court issued notices to the Union Government and all
States on a Presidential Reference seeking its opinion on whether the President
and Governors can be judicially compelled to act within prescribed timelines on
Bills passed by State legislatures.

22 S[aTS B! YU P 3 HEIY WPR aﬁ?mﬂﬂm‘faﬁ@mglﬁﬁaﬁwm
SR o Forers gt T ot fobs 1 rpufer 3R Irsuaredl ) 1y fauraayTelf gRT
uiiva fadaet R Fuffva gwadiar § o1 a3 & foe arie &9 | arw foar o
qHdl 5
A Constitution Bench led by Chief Justice B.R. Gavai and comprising Justices
Surya Kant, Vikram Nath, P.S. Narasimha, and A.S. Chandurkar indicated that
detailed hearings would begin around mid-August.

e ranefi=r a. 317, a3 &1 Sregerd arell U AfauT Uie, ford =amagfd gdid,
faspw 1y, dt.gw. RRET 3R ©.eH. dgrax I §, 3 Yovd e fo 39 R fawga
FAATS TTHT 3G & A ¥ YR gl |

What was the Presidential Reference?

yufa e «am ur?

The Reference stems from President Droupadi Murmu’s submission of 14
questions following the Supreme Court’s April 8 ruling.

g wgH ayufa siudl g grT 8 aﬁa%gﬂwﬁé%ﬁﬁr%m 14 9% &) T
R A IUA gan gl

That decision arose from a petition filed by the Tamil Nadu government
challenging Governor R.N. Ravi’s delay in granting assent to 10 Bills that had been
re-passed by the State legislature, and his subsequent decision to reserve them for
Presidential consideration.

gg iy afiemTg TRER gRT SR TS TRt ¥ I0= g T, forgs Irsuura
3R Tﬁmmﬁﬁ'c@tﬂmﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁsﬁ?fﬁﬂﬁ 1 faamrd
3MRfara B & Fofa 1 gt &t 78 ot 3 fadues uga e @ fPg e di
The judges held that the Governor’s prolonged inaction was illegal, and for the
first time, imposed judicially enforceable timelines on Governors and the
President to act on State Bills.

=rarefi=t A 7 % Isaura & ddl RS sy o, R ugelt R, IrsauTet ok
Wmmﬁ%wﬁﬁ%ﬁ%wﬁmmﬁmﬁ
|

The Presidential Reference broadly seeks clarity on whether courts can prescribe
the manner and timeframe within which constitutional authorities must act.

ug Irpufa e g & A g5 Ty =red § f @ rarey g fAuiid o3 qed
8 [ "HauTfre yiftreeorl &) f5a yoR iR fow awasitar # o s =nfeu)

Can the court advise?
T ATITTT TS & THel 22

Article 143(1) of the Constitution confers advisory jurisdiction on the Supreme
Court, empowering it to render opinions on questions of law or fact that are not
connected to any ongoing litigation.

e &1 3rgde 143(1) U B¢ Bl ATEDPR TABTRAT UM HRT &, o
3% {3t g Wfed gopen I IS o1 o1 a1 9 & usll IR I < Jhar 7|
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The only prerequisites are that the President must be satisfied that such a question
has arisen or is likely to arise, and that it is of such a nature and public
importance that it warrants the Court’s opinion.

$H T SHTa=a® & b Irpufd |ge g [ T BIs Uy S g9 § a1 S g1 B
HUTTAT B, 3R 95 TH WY SR ATdwi-1e Hed &1 § [ 39 R =ATaTerd &1 319
IR Bl

However, the court is bound to limit itself strictly to the questions referred by the
President and cannot exceed the scope of the Reference.

gIetifch, ATaTerd 9144 ¢ fob a8 Pbae wgufa gRT Aalia usil e 81 Wiffd 38 iR
Heu Ft a1 9 s A |y

Can it decline a Reference?

1 AraTed Pt T o SRAIPR B IHdT 82

Although the Supreme Court has chosen to entertain the present Reference, it is
not bound to do so in every case.

T glte B 7 aaqaH deu & TeR far 8, 98 83 7Ha & U1 $H3A & o area
Tl
In In Re: The Special Courts Bill (1978), the court held that the word “may” in Article
143(1) grants it discretion to decline a Reference.

faiy <gmarerg fadges (1978) §, =amaTer 3 AT 6 3rgsde 143(1) § UG Tsd “may”
3% T PR B T fadsIiRIeR ar gl
However, it must record reasons for such refusal.

gTaTioh, ~TaTerd I TR SRATPpd P T BRI gof HIA B |
In 1993, the court declined to answer a Reference on the Ayodhya-Babri Masjid
dispute, citing the pendency of a civil suit and deeming the Reference
“unconstitutional” for violating secularism.

1993 ¥, UGS 7 SrATedT-aTet AiETE fdarg W T ey &1 IR & 4 §THR B
foan, 7% wgd gu o U Sari goent d@fid & ok g8 deH ~eridurRe § s
I8 YfRUEIdT BT Ieedd 1 6|
The judges also cautioned against the misuse of the court’s advisory opinion for
political ends.

=N A g8 o Saraet €t for <A # IAreeR I BT A ae Ie=dl D
fore geuahT 9 foar S|

Are advisory opinions binding?

HIT RIRTHS I TABRT gl 22

The binding force of advisory opinions remains contested.
RIS I B TTEAHRI WAfeT 3« o faargrue s+ g 7l

Article 141 of the Constitution states that the “law declared” by the Supreme Court
is binding on all courts in India.

AU H1 3T 141 Hgdl § [ WA B¢ gRT NG HH R YR & g
ATl IR ST Bidl 5

In St. Xavier’'s College versus State of Gujarat (1974), the court clarified that
advisory opinions do not amount to binding precedents, though they command
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significant persuasive authority.

e Afaad Bras g9TH ORTd IS4 (1974) T 3fEAd - Wy fo6a1 fd wRra=iiers
I STAPRI IETEVT Al giell, BTefifas 3T HHTa=Ielt IR oo gial 8|
Nevertheless, there have been instances where the court has appeared to treat
such opinions as authoritative.

fihx o, T SETERVT 33 & SId Sfarerd A U 7 1 YrHAIfores T 3|

A notable example is the R.K. Garg versus Union of India (1981) case, where
Justice P.N. Bhagwati treated the legal reasoning in the Special Courts Bill
Reference as a binding precedent.

TP U ITER0 § 3R, &. TR T8 R T (1981) A, forad =aragfd t.es.
WTaet A faRiy =ararer fadae de & fau U S 9o & arere Ry frara amn|
This was despite Justice Y.V. Chandrachud’s explicit caveat in that Reference that
the court’s opinion were not binding on other courts.

g d9 g3l Sfdfds <UTafet aTs. dt. T5gs 7 39 e & WY o5 U1 foh Srererd 31 I
3 SETAdl UR STHBRI 151 & |

As it stands, any advisory opinion issued in the present presidential Reference
would not have binding force.

o rgufa weH 7 < 18 oS ot e I s wife T8t e

The Supreme Court’s April 8 judgment, delivered in the exercise of its adjudicatory
jurisdiction under Article 141, would continue to prevail irrespective of the
opinion.

3T 141 & ded TS AFRIBR & YT HI¢ gRT 3T 7T 8 3ite & FHofg o1
UHTG §4T I8, I18 &5 i I <t Sma|

Can the court overturn its April 8 ruling through the Reference?

1 3Tad e & ArenH 4 8 3rfid & fofg &) yae gadl &2

In its opinion on the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal Reference, the Supreme
Court underscored that Article 143 cannot be used as a means for the executive to
seek a review or reversal of its settled judicial decisions.

FIadl o faarg fesgma dedf W s I & it Ic A SR <R o1 [ 3rfwde
;g;r;ﬂwWﬁmmwﬁaWﬁrﬁaﬁﬁ&nmwﬂw%W
ST g |

“When this court in its adjudicatory jurisdiction pronounces its authoritative
opinion on a question of law, it cannot be said that there is any doubt about the
question of law or the same is res integra so as to require the President to know
what the true position of law on the question is,” the opinion said.

SIS g 3feTerd 310 TR QTRISR § ST P U4 W UM ¥4 it 8, 4 98
WWWW%WUHWWW%WHEW 3t arfeoffa (res integra) %
fored Ay uf &1 S 1 |t fRufer S+ 8,7 T Srarad A gl

Accordingly, the only valid recourse to challenge the April 8 ruling is through
review or curative petitions.

31d: 8 3rite & fAvfa &1 gt &7 &1 T AU U § YAfTUR a1 STRRTHS
IfPTY |

However, in re Natural Resources Allocation (2012), the court held that there is no
constitutional bar on its ability to clarify, restate, or even formulate a fresh
opinion on a question of law under Article 143(1).

gTcIioh, Ui T ATde (2012) T 3fared 2 Fal [ 3rgwdq 143(1) & dgd
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B S UY TR WS 3, T: TRUIIYT H= 91 715 I 31 31 39! Haur—e
Y 4 IS AP 81 5

This is valid so long as the ratio decidendi of an earlier judgment remains intact
and the rights of parties in the original case are unaffected.

g dd dh 94 § O T Ugd & UG BT HT e (ratio decidendi) SRHIR 61 &
3R & A H UepRI & TUPR SyuTad &d 7|

The Reference followed the court’s decision quashing the 2G spectrum allocation
and mandating auctions as the sole method for spectrum distribution.

Tg T SfeTad & 251 WaeH fTde B g, B 3R Hrandt &1 § Waew fFavor
BT THATA ARIPT g1 & [A0Ra & a1 S|

However, in 1998, a Presidential Reference was used to modify certain aspects of
a previous ruling on judicial appointments.

gTdifeh, 1998 & U e &1 Suan e fAgferal = fUed Fola & v
Tl ®I TN 3 & g fosam

While reaffirming the validity of the collegium system laid down in Supreme
Court Advocates-on-Record Association versus Union of India (1993), the court
revised the composition and functioning of the collegium.

A B TsaiPbed-3i--Rais THIRERA §918 URd I (1993) & R1fUd
PIATIIT YUITERt Bt dear Bt T: ¥ FRd gU, SHSIad - BIaforad $t JvaT iR
PHIYUITErt &1 \=Afea |

This resulted in refining the appointment process without overturning the earlier
judgment.

s fUsa Aol ot vere fa=n fRgfaa wissan &) ufvsgpa fovar mam)

While the April 8 judgment is final, its findings on the law may still be refined or
elaborated upon by the Constitution Bench hearing the present Reference.

St 8 3rie T Aoy sifew g, R +ft 3 1t fAsest &t uivsgpa ar fawafya
oo ST T ©, afe adam T @ g 3 T die T R
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Behind the scenes: Demonstrators during a rally to mark one month of the ousting of the country's former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, in Dhaka on Se;

(s e

ptember 5, 2024. AFp

A father and a daughter, and the political
volatility of Bangladesh

Sheikh Mujibur Rahmanss killing in 1975 and Sheikh Hasinas exit in 2024 have striking similarities, says a writer who has kept an eye on the country

since his serendipitous reporting of the Liberation War in 1971. Did the Americans have a hand in both events? Three books examine the claims

e .

Ziya Us Salam

all it providence or whatever,
veteran journalist, editor,
author Manash Ghosh’s
fortuitous introduction to
politics was to go a long way in helping
him understand the crests and troughs of
political leaders and ideologies in
Bangladesh, India’s eastern neighbour. As
a cub reporter, he had gone to cover the
Second Asian Highway Car Rally
organised by a UN body, from Tehran to
Dhaka. Instead, he ended up talking toa
few locals. Years later, he wrote in his
book, Bangladesh War: Report from
Ground Zero, “I got talking to three
Bengali strangers. Great talkers, as most
Bengalis are, they chronicled for me the
events on their own - from Field Marshal
Ayub Khan’s downfall to General Yahya
Khan'’s rise to power, and Sheikh Mujib’s
six-point autonomy movement....1 asked
them point blank whether they were from
Sheikh Mujib’s Awami League. Their
immediate riposte was, ‘Every Bengali
today, whether Muslim, Hindu or
Buddhist, in East Pakistan, is a committed
follower of Sheikh Mujib and his Awami
League.” That was in November 1970,
barely months before the Liberation War.

The cost of arrogance

But why did the Liberation War take
place? Among many reasons, was the
supposed arrogance of West Pakistan’s
military and civil leadership. As expressed
by Muntassir Mamoon who went to
Pakistan some 25 years ago for his book
The Vanquished Generals and the
Liberation War of Bangladesh, “The
general assumption was that the people in
East Pakistan, because they were
Bengalis, were pro-Hindu. Rao Farman
Ali, the person responsible for the murder

of the intellectuals in 1971, said that the
Hindus were influencing the East
Pakistanis. Major General Umar, who was
the Secretary of the Security Council of
Pakistan in 1971, expressed the same
opinion. By pro-Hindu, they actually
meant pro-India.” Incidentally, Mamoon
was asked, “After the creation of Pakistan,
why did Jinnah first go to Karachi instead
of Dhaka? He should have first gone to
Dhaka because 56 per cent of the
population of Pakistan were in the East.”
Probably, there lay the germ of the
conflict.

Cut to August 2024 when Sheikh
Mujib’s elder daughter Sheikh Hasina was
ousted from power and banished from
the country. Hasina’s ouster was a little
under 50 years after Mujib, once said to
have had the support of every
Bangladeshi, was killed on August 15,
1975. Ghosh, widely respected as an
expert on Bangladesh politics, clears the
cobwebs in his new book. As he writes in
the epilogue of Blunders: The Power and
the Plot Behind his Killing, “There are
striking similarities between what
happened preceding 15 August 1975 —
when Sheikh Mujibur Rahman along with
18 of his family members was killed — and
that which occurred almost 50 years later
on 5 August 2024 again in Dhaka when
Muijib’s elder daughter Sheikh Hasina was
ousted from power in a bloodless coup.
While in the case of Mujib, the CIA station
chief in Dacca was the specific actor, in
his daughter’s case, there were two actors
— Peter Haas, the U.S. envoy in Dhaka,
and an American Assistant Secretary of
State Donald Lu — who had already
earned tremendous notoriety of being a
past master in covert regime change
operations having toppled, in the recent
past, governments in Pakistan, Sri Lanka
and Nepal.”

Power games

It might appear surprising to a layman
who bought into the claims of a student
revolution in the country, but in Ghosh’s
view in the book, it was far from it. He
writes, “Hasina was anathema to
Dhaka-based American diplomats who
did not forgive her for rejecting out of
hand their government’s request to hand
over the offshore St. Martin’s island in the
Bay of Bengal on a long lease to the
Americans. The latter wanted to build a
U.S. naval base for keeping an eye on
Chinese and Indian naval build-up in the
region. Washington wanted to have a
regime led by someone who would be
beholden to it and enjoyed its full trust
and confidence.”

It’s quite possible that students and the
people of Bangladesh did not understand
the politics behind Hasina’s removal. But
what of Mujib’s blunders after he had
everything going for him? The picture is
cleared by Pinak Ranjan Chakravarty,
former Indian High Commissioner to
Bangladesh, who writes in the foreword
of Ghosh’s book, “Mujib failed to punish
the collaborators of Pakistan out of
compassion...Muijib failed to foresee that
these pro-Pakistan elements would take
full advantage of his magnanimity and
impede his policies for the benefit of
Pakistan. One such example was the 1972
India-Bangladesh Treaty of Peace,
Friendship and Cooperation. The treaty
was attacked...for being an instrument of
India’s hegemonistic design...China and
Pakistan conveyed their disapproval to
Bangladesh...China had not recognised
Bangladesh and this was used as an
excuse to decry the treaty.” Incidentally,
China recognised Bangladesh only after
Mujib’s assassination during the
dictatorship of Gen Ziaur Rehman who
was known for his anti-India stance.

During the decade-long rule of Major Zia's
widow, Begum Khaleda Zia, the
Liberation War was dubbed an
‘India-inspired controversy which robbed
Muslim Bengalis of their religious rights
and identity’.

Tragic twist

Indeed, Mujib was too trusting of those
not worthy of his trust. He paid the
ultimate price. His country suffered too.
Recalls Ghosh in his thoughtfully written
book, “Muijib, or Bangabandhu, as he was
popularly known, even after witnessing
acts of betrayal by his supposed ‘very
close’ confidants, like Mushtaq and
Taheruddin Thakur...had sought to ignore
the clear warning signals. He had been
warned by Tajuddin not to be blind to the
misdeeds of the venous snakes in the
grass that abounded in the party.”
Interestingly, in a rare departure from the
spotlight on Mujib, Ghosh seeks to give
Tajuddin (prime minister in exile in India)
credit for much of the early success,
writing, “Bangladesh would never have
been liberated had Tajuddin not been the
prime minister of the interim
government. His unique leadership
capability to bring people of different
political hues, professions and religious
faiths under the liberation war fold
remains unparalleled.”

In fact, Tajuddin went back to Dhaka
only after getting the Bangladesh
currency notes printed in Nashik Press.

It didn’t prove a wise decision for him
then.

From 1971 to 2025, Bangladesh has
experienced political volatility. Warns
Ghosh, “Political turbulence will gather
steam and instability will continue to
haunt this eastern neighbour of India.
Hasina’s Awami League is no pushover
and far from a vanquished force.”
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A father and a daughter, and the political volatility of
Bangladesh

U fUar 3k Usp 9, 3R SiaTer &t IreiHifae SRRl

e Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s killing in 1975 and Sheikh Hasina's exit in 2024 have
striking similarities, says a writer who has kept an eye on the country since his
serendipitous reporting of the Liberation War in 1971.

1975 ¥ 2 YollgR IHM P 54T 3R 2024 T W FHHAT BT I18R FHT Uh qGH
& IR TS B FHFATE 79 &, S8 1971 # gfea wuma &1 Jamasr Raifén
& 91G Y 9 &R W FoR FA1¢ 3G 5

+ Did the Americans have a hand in both events? Three books examine the claims.

1 3 a1 ge-eit # smfkferal o1 g1y e fF gXdd 3 ral & oid Hdl ¢ |

Manash Ghosh'’s Political Introduction and Bangladesh

A Y Bt IST-Ifde Ugar iR Tiareer

o Call it providence or whatever, veteran journalist, editor, author Manash Ghosh's
fortuitous introduction to politics was to go a long way in helping him understand
the crests and troughs of political leaders and ideologies in Bangladesh, India’s
eastern neighbour.

U YN Fg A1 $S 3R, INT TR, YUIGH, TGD HIFRT O DI Ao &
3{TH AP UG - 36 URA & Jdl TSR TSR H IreT-ifaed Aarsif 3
foaRyRTS & IAR-de@ &) Y ¥ 9gd Jag 3|

e As a cub reporter, he had gone to cover the Second Asian Highway Car Rally
organised by a UN body, from Tehran to Dhaka.

U Aaifed RUIER & U § 9 78 | ST dob ST Hged MY HRITFRT
JTAToTT gt TR B1Ed $R Velt B HR B T Y|

e Instead, he ended up talking to a few locals.
SIS Jo, d $© I AT I STdid HR ol |

e Years later, he wrote in his book, Bangladesh War: Report from Ground Zero, "l got
talking to three Bengali strangers...
a'ﬁifam' drs\l':l 3T fpdra ‘Bangladesh War: Report from Ground Zero’ | ﬁ'i"@IT, g
o SITet SrerIferal A o1 A L

o ..Great talkers, as most Bengalis are, they chronicled for me the events on their own
— from Field Marshal Ayub Khan's downfall to General Yahya Khan'’s rise to
power, and Sheikh Mujib’s six-point autonomy movement.

.S o Siferepter sTTelt B1d €, 9 3w gaT A 3R I614 3UA dich I T Ge13f &1
o far — Pics HIRIA 3gd WM & Ud- Y AR 9+ 1l @ & I § 3
3R RrE Golld 3t B8-FAT Wrawdr Sfigia- a4 |

e | asked them point blank whether they were from Sheikh Mujib’s Awami League.
T e I @7 b 1 3 @ Yoitg o1 AT T I €

e Their immediate riposte was, 'Every Bengali today, whether Muslim, Hindu or
Buddhist, in East Pakistan, is a committed follower of Sheikh Mujib and his Awami
League.’

3HT I STATd T, “37TST &R §ITalt, TTg 98 YR g, %giﬁmaﬁa gdf uifrea™
H 2 goila 3R IT1 SrarHt o o1 geftid Tade g1
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That was in November 1970, barely months before the Liberation War.

Ig TdeR 1970 P! 91d &, HfRT TITH & o & HeH T8 |

The Cost of Arrogance

EPR B B

But why did the Liberation War take place?

o1 gfea dum8 i g

Among many reasons, was the supposed arrogance of West Pakistan’s military
and civil leadership.

H3 HRUN H W TH AT U Ui & =7 3R ARTR® Aqed &1 HiUd EPR|
As expressed by Muntassir Mamoon, who went to Pakistan some 25 years ago for
his book The Vanquished Generals and the Liberation War of Bangladesh...
ST fob HafeR W 3 e foha, St 25 AT Ugd UTfbedT 30! fdhdTd ‘The
Vanquished Generals and the Liberation War of Bangladesh’ & faemu ..
“The general assumption was that the people in East Pakistan, because they were
Bengalis, were pro-Hindu.”

A 4RO I8 2 fob qdf uifdseart o o, Faifs o Smedt 9, o fég awds 31
Rao Farman Ali, the person responsible for the murder of intellectuals in 1971,
said that the Hindus were influencing the East Pakistanis.

G BRUT 3, 571 1971 § giSeiifadl &) gen & fou forieR 9, 3 o1 & fég am
udf wifswarf=at &1 guifad w2 38 31

Major General Umar, who was the Secretary of the Security Council of Pakistan
in 1971, expressed the same opinion.

agmmw,\—rh 1971 ¥ UIfbT 1 GR& uikue & |fwra 9, 7 +ft 981 3 o
I

By pro-Hindu, they actually meant pro-India.

g Tud® U ITH1 S areid | UIRd FHYS |

Incidentally, Mamoon was asked, “After the creation of Pakistan, why did Jinnah
first go to Karachi instead of Dhaka?

IR ¥, T I YST T, Ut & i1 & a1e, foram ugd a1t & S99 St
ERIRII

He should have first gone to Dhaka because 56 per cent of the population of
Pakistan were in the East.”

3 UG 1T S AT T iy Ul & 56 Ufr=Td TaTdt gdf faed o ot

Probably, there lay the germ of the conflict.

Hyad: 981 ¥ faarg ot 8 = g3

From Mujib to Hasina: Political Parallels

oltd | g1 a: IS iTd® THANS

Cut to August 2024 when Sheikh Mujib’s elder daughter Sheikh Hasina was
ousted from power and banished from the country.

1 B SR 2024 F! Tq UG Yoltd I a5t 9t R FHT &1 =1 A geT &
T 3R W A fAaifa &= fear man
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Hasina's ouster was a little under 50 years after Mujib, once said to have had the
support of every Bangladeshi, was killed on August 15, 1975.

BT & ST ST 15 3R 1975 Y G Hollg DI gl &b AT 50 ITSA q1G g3,
fSTTeb SR # ebgT SiTell o fob I8 % Fivette=it 1 Fwel ure |

Ghosh, widely respected as an expert on Bangladesh politics, clears the cobwebs in
his new book.

Ny, 5% Iiaew 1 Ie-ifd & RARug & w0 d ue 9= U 8, 3 3o 78
forare o 71 ugqsil & Wy fHar ]l

As he writes in the epilogue of Blunders: The Power and the Plot Behind his
Killing.

@wﬁst&%ﬁ 30 f&d1d ‘Blunders: The Power and the Plot Behind his Killing’ &

SUHER H for..

“There are striking similarities between what happened preceding 15 August 1975
— when Sheikh Mujibur Rahman along with 18 of his family members was killed
— and that which occurred almost 50 years later on 5 August 2024 again in Dhaka
when Mujib’s elder daughter Sheikh Hasina was ousted from power in a
bloodless coup.”

"15 TR 1975 ¥ Ugd Sl g3 — 5§ WG YollgR IgH 3R 3% 18 UfRare ot
FT DR Al T8 — 3R TRIHIT 50 AT 916 5 3T 2024 HI SIPT H Sl g3 g Ad
T DY FAT & FerdT 4T, 1§ T AT g 1
While in the case of Mujib, the CIA station chief in Dacca was the specific actor...
TET goild & AT & TehT | WISMET BT I U IR Yffes 7 ...

In his daughter’s case, there were two actors — Peter Haas, the U.S. envoy in
Dhaka, and an American Assistant Secretary of State Donald Lu...

I 9 F TR ) s A — de g, off @t § AR ga ¥, IR ardRad
TS fadwr afua siHres 9.

..who had already earned tremendous notoriety of being a past master in covert
regime change operations, having toppled governments in Pakistan, Sri Lanka
and Nepal.

. Forein T = ufad= S & faRiug & &9 & ugd g1 1! aeATH Sl
! eﬁ?ﬁl%ﬁsmsﬁﬁmmﬂ et 3R Aura § IR FRTS |

Power games

I & W

It might appear surprising to a layman who bought into the claims of a student
revolution in the country, but in Ghosh’s view in the book, it was far from it.

g et o fa & B R T & R 3= & o wifdl & grat R fayr fasan
o, i U9 @1 =¥ o g v faepa =181 o1

He writes, “Hasina was anathema to Dhaka-based American diplomats who did
not forgive her for rejecting out of hand their government'’s request to hand over the
offshore St. Martin’s island in the Bay of Bengal on a long lease to the Americans.
gg forad & gl ureet fRya st weRe & fore oiftg ff, fSia 5% <
Pt Wrel # fRUT THRIR He wfea §iu & dd g R ARG B Jiu & aRPRL
APNY DI R T TR Hx++ & o A1 =81 fowan |

The latter wanted to build a U.S. naval base for keeping an eye on Chinese and
Indian naval build-up in the region.
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AR 981 T AP 3IFT I aTed & difds 9 97 3R YRA B1 =1 B}
Tfafaferl TR ToR @ gb|

Washington wanted to have a regime led by someone who would be beholden to it
and enjoyed its full trust and confidence.

SIRATE U1 Qe F1gd U forgepT A 18 T SafeR] B Sl JHPT STHTR Y 3R
ford 9% qRT fayra SR WRIET & T |

It's quite possible that students and the people of Bangladesh did not understand
the politics behind Hasina’s removal.

I8 HHd ¢ o TRATS & BT 3R S ART 4T B geM & WD B i 31
Tl e T &

But what of Mujib’s blunders after he had everything going for him?

QAfp 9 Yolld & URT 9 $S YT, 79 3% Tad badl & ar § &1

The picture is cleared by Pinak Ranjan Chakravarty, former Indian High
Commissioner to Bangladesh, who writes in the foreword of Ghosh’s book.

Y & forarg &t YfieT 1§ fUere I9 Tehacd], St Siae™ § HRd & Jd Swrged &,
Y TR P! G PR g |

“Mujib failed to punish the collaborators of Pakistan out of compassion...

"TIole A 4T & gad Ufe auda) &) o a8t ...

Mujib failed to foresee that these pro-Pakistan elements would take full advantage
of his magnanimity and impede his policies for the benefit of Pakistan.

Hoile I8 YaigaT T8l @ Ut foh 3 uifeearT aad® d@ 3o SeRdl &l Aty
ISTHR ITD! ATl & STUT STAN 3R T & fgd & & H3|

One such example was the 1972 India-Bangladesh Treaty of Peace, Friendship
and Cooperation.

DT U IGTERUT AT 1972 BT YWRA-TReTe T it forsrar siv "gar |@ftr

The treaty was attacked for being an instrument of India’s hegemonistic design.
39 T R YR & YYaaTdl SE¥G BT JUBU Hedh gHAT ol T |

China and Pakistan conveyed their disapproval to Bangladesh.

A SR I A ISR & U SRAIPpfa ad &1 |

China had not recognised Bangladesh and this was used as an excuse to decry the
treaty.

o A TSR Y W=gar Tl & At 3R 39 T8 39 Wi & STera B TS |
China recognised Bangladesh only after Mujib’s assassination during the
dictatorship of Gen Ziaur Rehman who was known for his anti-India stance.

I A FATGRT BT Had Gollg D g1 & d1¢ =9 ¢, S SR e Tgu
BT AHERME! el a1 2R, o 3o Wik a1 v & fore o Sird 9

During the decade-long rule of Major Zia’s widow, Begum Khaleda Zia, the
Liberation War was dubbed an ‘India-inspired controversy’ which robbed Muslim
Bengalis of their religious rights and identity.

Ao forar o1 faerar S wfergr forar & gxre WR &@a A & IR, Yidd TI™
D TP ‘U Uid e we1 mn, S givaw smferat & anfife sifeRi ik
Uga™ &I S fora|

Tragic twist

gug IS

Indeed, Mujib was too trusting of those not worthy of his trust.

Ird H, Joltd A 39 AR TR Igd SaTeT HRINT f6ar o $9 aas 61 3|
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e He paid the ultimate price. His country suffered too.
3T gD URI BIHd 15 | 3751 o Ul HF H 357

e Recalls Ghosh in his thoughtfully written book, “Mujib, or Bangabandhu, as he was
popularly known, even after witnessing acts of betrayal by his supposed ‘very close’
confidants, like Mushtaq and Taheruddin Thakur..had sought to ignore the clear
warning signals.

Y SO Ar-aae HR R g § 91¢ o1d ©, “Heid, a1 §ay, o i 35
AT G J ST ST AT, 3 3T B *+ el GG o HRATh AR dRee
Wmmwﬁm%w,wﬁaﬂmaﬁwmmﬁﬁ
DI Bt &A1

e He had been warned by Tajuddin not to be blind to the misdeeds of the venous
snakes in the grass that abounded in the party.

G%mgﬂﬂ%%aﬁﬁzﬁzﬁ%auﬁﬁ%agq "ITa® A0 &1 g1 gepdi o i
P A

e Interestingly, in a rare departure from the spotlight on Mujib, Ghosh seeks to give
Tajuddin (prime minister in exile in India) credit for much of the early success,
writing,

fEcaRy 1d I8 § fob 9 A goild ¥ a1 geTdhy, URd | fHafas  v@ ueresh
AR &1 RIS Thad &1 349 31 & IR &1 §, d foad ©,
o "Bangladesh would never have been liberated had Tajuddin not been the prime
minister of the interim government.
"IAR e AT IRPR & UL 781 8id, <l FivereRr Hf wads 721 gian|
e His unique leadership capability to bring people of different political hues,
professions and religious faiths under the liberation war fold remains
unparalleled.”

fari oo faary, 9=n ok enfife fayr & Al &1 giea wumd ¥ tade
B DI 3TD! Sifgea A gryar sifgda a1 gS 7

e In fact, Tajuddin went back to Dhaka only after getting the Bangladesh currency
notes printed in Nashik Press.
IRAd H, ANE I $ad a9 SIPT dic, 9 Swoi- AIIS N | SdTe=T $1 Y51 SUal
<t ot

e It didn't prove a wise decision for him then.
Jg fAufg 39 fore 39 w9 g wfaa =1&i gam

e From 1971 to 2025, Bangladesh has experienced political volatility.
1971 A 2025 T, FIATRT A ISP TR BT SIHT fHaT B |

e Warns Ghosh, "Political turbulence will gather steam and instability will continue
to haunt this eastern neighbour of India.
Y AdaT 3 &, "I srrifa iR 9@t oik 98 WRa & 39 qdf weieht &
SRR § Rl Tt

e Hasina’s Awami League is no pushover and far from a vanquished force.”

g@ﬂma&mmaﬁémwﬁqﬁ%ﬁwgwwﬁﬁmﬁmgv
|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper lll: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM,
IS)
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1. Vitamin D Deficiency Linked to Neurodevelopmental Issues
faerf p ot i I *RIfde™ Jadt guwt g3t §
2. Danger of thought
I &1 @R
3. The Reality of the Changing Dimensions of Warfare
g5 & dgad AT 1 aRafaedr
4. Sectarian wounds
UG u1d
5. Spare live animals, move to biological models
Shifad ST ®1 767, Wfde Aisdl 3t 3k 7¢
6. Is the plastic industry trying to influence green policies?
A T WTee® IR g Aifodl B guifad S St B B 33T
?
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Vitamin D deficiency linked to
neurodevelopmental issues

Vitamin D deficiency represents more than individual concern; it constitutes biological inheritance transmitted across generations, affecting skeletal

health and, as Danish research reveals, brair

Anirban Mukhopadhyay

rom bones to immune cells,

vitamin D is everywhere, guiding

growth and shaping defence. But

could it also have an effect on
the mind?

A major new study Suggests so.
Published in The Lancet Psychiatry, the
study drew from the extraordinary depth
of Danish health data to establish whether
neo I vitamin D levels might
contribute to psychological and
neurodevelopmental conditions.

What the study found

Researchers at Aarhus University, in
collaboration with the Statens Serum
Institut in Copenhagen, used dried blood
spot samples from 88,764 individuals
born between 1981 and 2005 — part of a
universal neonatal screening programme
that stores nearly all newbomns’ blood in
the Danish Neonatal Screening Biobank.

From these samples, the team
measured levels of 25-hydroxyvitamin D,
or 25(0H)D, which is the standard marker
of vitamin D status, and vitamin
D-binding protein, which carries vitamin
D in the blood and prolongs its vity.

Using nationwide Danish health
registries, the researchers tracked which
individuals developed major depressive
disorder, bipolar disorder, schizophrenia,
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD), autism spectrum disorder, or
anorexia nervosa — and asked whether
their vitamin D levels at birth were linked
to these outcomes.

The results were striking. Babies with
higher vitamin D levels were less likely to
be diagnosed with schizophrenia, ADHD,
or autism. Newborns with levels about
12.6 nmal/1 higher than average had an
18% lower risk of schizoph anli%

findings correspond with medical practice in India, where physicians advocate early supplementation

Researchers measured vitamin D levels in dried blood spot samples from 88, 764 individuals born between 1981 and 2005, part of a universal neonatal
screening programme that stores nearty all newboms’ blood in the Danish Neonatal Screeniing Biobank. FURt LIUNSPLASH

variants that raise (only) vitamin D levels
consistently have a lower risk of
schizophrenia, ADHD or autism, it will be
stronger evidence of a causal relationship
between vitamin D levels and the risk of
developing these conditions.

The researchers Ili('d two levels of

deli First, they

lower risk of ADHD, and a 7% lower risk
m. Vitamin D-binding protein
vere also linked to schizophrenia

I‘n understand the broader public
health impact, the researchers modelled

15% of schizophrenia cases, 9% of ADHD
cases, and 5% of autism cases might have
been prevented. These effects appeared
early, with children who had higher
vitamin D levels showing lower risk from
ayoung age.

The lack of association with depression
or bipolar disordes, the authors
suggested, may reflect both the later
onset of these conditions in life and the
possibility that neonatal vitamin D plays a
more cenitral role in early
neurodevelopmental pathways than in
mood disorders.

Testing plausible causality
Observational studies, especially in
nutrition, often face two big problems.
One is reverse causation, where what
lovks like a cause is actually an early
effect. For example, early brain changes
might influence how the body handles
vitamin D, making it look like vitamin D is
the cause when it’s actually an effect. The
second is confounding, where a third
factor like a mother’s diet or immune

health influences both vitamin D levels
and the child’s risk of mental illness.
To check for these biases,

(PRS), which looks at many \mJlI
inherited differences that alter a person's
vitamin D levels and generates a score.
They found that individuals with higher
PRS scores for vitamin D were less likely
t0 be diagnosed with schizophrenia,
ADHD or autism.

PRS also helped rule out reverse
causation since a child’s later psychiatric
diagnosis can't influence the vitamin D
genes they were born with.

However, PRS couldn't fully resolve
confounding: some variants might still
influence other traits beyond vitamin D.
Perhaps a gene variant perturbing vitamin
D levels also alters neurodevelopment?

As Upasana Bhattacharyya, a scientist
at Northwell Health in New York,
explained, “While PRS can suggest a
biclogical link, they mainly capture
variants that are associated with a
not necessarily ones that cause it
added that PRS typically uses variations
that are related to many other functions
as well, thereby establishing associations
without directionality.

To test for a more direct effect, the
researchers turned to Mendelian
randomisation, a method that uses
riants that have a stronger effect
on vitamin D levels. Tf people who inherit

tested whether genetic predictors of
vitamin 1) were associated with lower risk
of psychiatric conditions. Then they
examined two specific genetic variants in
the GC gene, which regulates levels of
vitamin D-binding protein in the blood.
Together, they suggested that higher
vitamin D levels may play a protective
role, particularly in lowering the risk of
ADHD, and possibly schizophrenia and
autism.

What the findings don’t mean
While the study used powerful genetic
tools to test for causality, the authors have
cautioned that some important
uncertainties remain. Some gene variants
‘might influence both vitamin D and brain
development mdcpundcmh a

ee

This is not about alarm but about
recognising that brain development is
shaped by access to nutrients — and
vitamin D is one such modifiable
element we can and must intervene on

ANURADHA KAPUR
DIRECTOR OF ORSTETRICS AND GYNAECOLOGY AT
MAX SMART SUPER SPECIALITY HOSPITAL

support a causal link, they can't yet prove
it outright.

India’s vitamin D problem
Sunlight is abundant in India, but
vitamin-D deficiency is rampant, and the
findings carry especial weight here. A
study conducted at AIIMS Rishikesh
between 2017 and 2018 found that 74% of
infants and 85.5% of their mothe:
deficient in vitamin D, with ne:
experiencing severe deficiency
study from Bengaluru observed that 92.1%
of newborns were deficient.

During pregnancy, the mother’s bady

nown as p And
hmnm- vitamin D was measured ¢ only at
birth, the study couldn’t pinpoint which
periods in pregnancy were more critical.

Second, if deficiency begins in the
womb, it makes sense for intervention to
begin there, too. However, 2 2024
randomised controlled trial in Denmark
found that high dose vitamin D
supplementation (2800 [U/day) starting at
pregnancy week 24 had no significant
effect on the risk of autism or ADHD in
children.

But such results also depend on timing,
dosage, and whether e
actually deficient to
while vitamin D may not be the sole or
dominant factor shaping
neurodevelopment, it remains a plausible
piece of a larger, complex puzzle.

Another key limitation was that nearly
all participants were of European
ancestry. In a smaller non-European
group, the results were less consistent ~
possibly due to lower vitamin D levels,
smaller sample size, and/or genetic
diversity.

For these reasons, the researchers
conduded that while their findings

gl =

)

(1)

a complex set of hormonal and
changes to supply calcium for
skeleton. These
1 the third trimester as
the \hlmm my\ rapidly. To meet this
need, the mother’s intestines absorb.
more calcium, her kidney:
and her levels of active vitamin D rise to
roughly twice their pre pregnancy levels.

Despite these adaptations, maternal
vitamin D levels don't rise unless sunlight
exposure or dietary intake improves, This
is why even well-nourished pregnancies
in India can result in deficiency. Sunlight
alone isn't always enough.

Evidence from Indian hospitals has
also shown that a mother’s vitamin D
status directly shapes her baby’s. A 2024
study conducted in the Bundelk] 1
region of India found a strong positiv
correlation between mothers’ and their
infants’ vitamin D levels and interpreted it
o babies borm to vitamin
D-deficient mothers were very likely to be
deficient themselves.

“This reinforces the idea that vitamin D
insutficiency is not just an individual
issue:itisa bwlupuul legacy passed from
one generation to the next, shaping not

just bones but, as the Danish study
suggests, brains too.

These findings align with clinical
experience in India. According to
Anuradha Kapur, prineipal director of
obstetrics and gynaecology at a Max
Smart Super Speciality Hospital in New
Delhi, timely supplementation in deficient
mothers can remarkably improve both
maternal and neonatal levels.

In her practice, she said high-dose
therapy ~— typically of 60,000 1U per week
in the third trimester — has been effective
and safe, with clear benefits in infant
growth and immunity. A small Indian trial
last year echoed these findings: babies
born to supplemented mothers had
significantly better vitamin D levels at
birth. By six months, none had developed
severe deficiency, compared to more than
half in the control group.

Caution rather than alarm

‘The Danish study adds to growing
evidence that early life exposure,
including nutrition, can shape long-term
mental health, Vitamin D is no magic
bullet, but through the right window, it
‘might tilt the odds.

Dr. Kapur noted that routine vitamin D
screening during pregnancy remains
uncommon across much of the country.
While some obstetricians in urban areas
do test high-risk pregnancies, cost and
lack of awareness continue to limit uptake
in rural and semi-urban settings. Asa
result, many deficiencies go undiagnosed,
= vhen symptoms are subtle or
overlooked during pregnanc

She argued that India n«d« to shift
from reactive treatment to preventive
care. The growing evidence of vitamin D's
role in neurodevelopment, she said,
strengthens the case for routine antenatal
supplementation, ideally beginning as
early as the first or second trimester.

& is not about alarm,” Dr. Kapur
said, “but about recognising that early
brain development is shaped by access to
nutrients — and vitamin 1) is one such
modifiable element we can and must
intervene on.”

{(Anirban Mukhopadhyay is a geneticist
by training and a science communicator
from Delhi.
anirban.genetics@south.du.ac.in)

N

- t
. e i N i i i
Aschematic representation of Mendelian randomisation and its core assumptions. 7 genetic variants, X is the exposure, Y s the out interest,

and U are possible confounding factors.

LN HAZEL WADE (CC BY-5A)

Neurodevelopmental Issues
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Vitamin D deficiency represents more than individual concern; it constitutes
biological inheritance transmitted across generations, affecting skeletal health
and, as Danish research reveals, brains.

faeTfia b 9t it Haa fdaTa [ 781 §; 78 Uo wiaw favmad § o difeal 9@
IR gicht 8, o sf¥al & TaRRA & THIfad FHRll § SR STHIS & MY & YR,
af&rss &1 guifad #Radl g

The findings correspond with medical practice in India, where physicians advocate
early supplementation.

aﬁmgggﬂaﬁﬁrﬁﬁmumeﬁﬁﬁa@ﬁ%ﬂﬁmwmwﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ
TaE od B

Vitamin D and Neurodevelopmental Risk: Danish Study Findings

faerfaE p 3R 3T A ddth sifeH: S99 3reagq & ey

From bones to immune cells, vitamin D is everywhere, guiding growth and shaping
defence.

ﬁswm&naﬁﬁmﬁwﬁaﬁq D B S8 HIN[E g, Sl faera &
1§ 3TR &I JUITedt Y SMHR T 71

But could it also have an effect on the mind?

QfhT 1 ST AlETSH WR Ht UHTT 81 Fhell &7

A major new study suggests so.

T HEaqUl 14T 3read 1 G ST g

Published in The Lancet Psychiatry, the study drew from the extraordinary depth
of Danish health data to establish whether neonatal vitamin D levels might
contribute to psychological and neurodevelopmental conditions.

Tg 3T The Lancet Psychiatry T USRI 31T 3R 3T SHIE & WA Sl H
TEXTS H1 IUIANT HR g Sfra 71 b a1 Aaqerd Riggaeft & faerfiq p a1
T 3R dfeT faery waeh fRufeat & aie &R aodr |

What the Study Found
3o § T 9T T

Researchers at Aarhus University, in collaboration with Statens Serum Institut,
used dried blood spot samples from 88,764 individuals born between 1981 and
2005.

3R fayfaenay & Mydmaisq 7 We=w TR Fxiege & 1Y A 1981 3R
2005 & §I9 T 88,764 AfGIdl & G@ Yo AL BT SUINT b

These samples were part of a universal neonatal screening programme stored in
the Danish Neonatal Screening Biobank.

3 T =T Taeia THHT arae® § 79 U Ay qaeia s eRieH @
IERIR

From these samples, the team measured levels of 25-hydroxyvitamin D (25(OH)D)
and vitamin D-binding protein.

S AT O EH A 25-gTgSTIaTaeI B D (25(0H)D) 3R faerfir p-aEfEn wid
P IR HIUTI

Using Danish health registries, they tracked individuals diagnosed with major
depressive disorder, bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, ADHD, autism spectrum
disorder, or anorexia nervosa.
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I Sf=r Tarey IRl o1 ST e 37 Afdadl & ¢ faa forg AR
Ul fEwaiisy, arguier fEwsisR, P f~ar, ADHD, 3iifesH WaeH
fEwaiiSR, ar waRfaaar et @1 e gan i

e They then asked whether vitamin D levels at birth were linked to these outcomes.

fOhR I51 Ig il fo o1 79 & 9Hd f3eIfis D &1 &R 39 UM 3 a7 ol

Key Results of the Study
AT & g&I uiRony

o Babies with higher vitamin D levels were less likely to be diagnosed with
schizophrenia, ADHD, or autism.

o1 Riggeft & faetfim b &1 W) iftres U1, 3 f&pwiith =T, ADHD, a1 Siifesq &1
e g1 3t FHTaAT B 1|

e Newborns with 12.6 nmol/I higher than average levels had 18% lower risk of
schizophrenia, 11% lower risk of ADHD, and 7% lower risk of autism.

o Faromrd! # ST ¥ 12.6 nmol/I1 SHf¥e fae1fi D U1, I s T 18%,
ADHD T 11%, 3R 31T BT 7% HH SIREH 1|

e Vitamin D-binding protein levels were also linked to schizophrenia risk.
faeTfim D-aEfET WidA &1 wR o ek ar & Sifeaw 9 91 U1

e If every baby had vitamin D in the top 60% of the sample, researchers estimated
that 15% of schizophrenia, 9% of ADHD, and 5% of autism cases might have been
prevented.

e &R Ry & faetf®m D &1 TR *Md 60% T g1, O 3 A & AR fRpabi—ar &
15%, ADHD & 9%, 3R TTewH & 5% HIHe P! AehT S Yebell AT

e These effects appeared early, with children showing lower risk from a young age.
Y JUTT AT | g1 foars oy, Aifd 9= & &9 39 9 g ey $3 g5 11|

* No association was found with depression or bipolar disorder, possibly due to
later onset or different pathways in mood disorders.

fEU=M o1 arsuleR fEwaiTsR A s Yae 8! Uran 7141, e A Sl 916 # U
BId & 1 37T df¥epT fAeTa A 3T Yy iaT 2|

Testing Plausible Causality
HUTfAd SR HY Pt ST

e Observational studies face problems like reverse causation (where effect seems like
cause) and confounding (where a third factor affects both vitamin D and illness).

TI&I0T ST a1 B o™ SIS (W51 THIT BRI AT &) SR SABTIET (STa1
TIRT HR a1 B THTTI BT &) ST THRIST BT FHAT BT TSl 5|

e To check these, researchers used genetics — specifically the polygenic risk score
(PRS).
S THRST BT 6l & U Medbdiell 7 SAfeaT o1 IuaiT fodr — Ry & u 3
uidiefe e ¥R (PRS) |

e PRS evaluates inherited variants that alter vitamin D levels. Higher PRS correlated
with lower diagnoses of schizophrenia, ADHD, or autism.

PRS 3 SMTafR1e firdanai &1 sfichdm g S faeifE D TR &I gead! ¢ | 3 PRS &I
Ydy HH fEpeIIth-1aT, ADHD, I JffesH FaH 3 ol

e PRS helped rule out reverse causation, since psychiatric diagnosis can't change the
genes a child is born with.
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PRS A Ra¥ BIWRM &1 TR H Hag 3, Hifd AMRID I &1 FAgH fhdt = &
SI=HSITd S 1 6] Sl Hebdl|

e But PRS couldn't fully eliminate confounding, as some variants might affect other
traits too.

b PRS S aRE W H-WBISIET Dl a1 e Tabl, ifds e i 3= 701 bl ot
TUIId R Hahd B |
e As Upasana Bhattacharyya from Northwell Health said, PRS shows association,
not necessarily causation.
ATdad gRI B SUTHAT HETAT & IR, PRS Had Yt QT §, I8 ST Ta
I

www.patrioticias.in

Mendelian Randomisation as Stronger Evidence
Hsferaw Ysurgei= g1 314 yHor
e Researchers used Mendelian randomisation, a method using genetic variants that
strongly affect vitamin D levels.

My disll 7 AT YsuTgeIRM &1 IuanT fora, S SHfe® aiew & smuR R
faerf¥= p ¥R &1 A99d ¥ U I yuIfad HRa1 |

e If people with such genes have lower risk of schizophrenia, ADHD, or autism, it
shows stronger causal link.
T T SfiF arel @R H R eith =raT, ADHD, 1 $HifewH &1 &H S gidl &, i I8
HoTgd BRI &Y <l 3|

e Researchers tested two specific genetic variants in the GC gene, which regulates
vitamin D-binding protein.

MeydHdisll 7 6C T & gt fAfRy srgafe yaRi o §ild 31, S faerf®= p-arsfEn
WidH &1 i axar gl

o These tests suggested that higher vitamin D levels may protect against ADHD, and
possibly against schizophrenia and autism.

= URieuT A Tobd 13reT b I fAeIfi D TR ADHD A &1 HR HavdT §, 3R THId:
fepebfaar 3iv SiffewH I +ft |

Vitamin D, Brain Development, and Maternal Health: Insights from Danish and Indian
Studies

faerfm Y, uferss ey 3k ATg Warea: S9HTd 3R URT | T fAsed

e While the study used powerful genetic tools to test for causality, the authors have
cautioned that some important uncertainties remain.

ST ST - BHIRUTAT B Sig & 7T RIfRT=Iell SMTafRIE IUHRON &I JUANT
forar, ! A 9T § T $ Heayu! sifAfiadant s+ g8 3

e Some gene variants might influence both vitamin D and brain development
independently, a phenomenon known as pleiotropy.

ferfim €t ok aftass faera <1 &1 Wdd wu 3 yuifdd a1 ged
% o m;'rd’r Hel S ]
e Because vitamin D was measured only at birth, the study couldn’t pinpoint which
periods in pregnancy were more critical.

i faeTfiq St Saa =9 & Tg TTUT 4T AT, 3799 8 o! 9ol Tob] [ THTaRT
Dt DI At Sraft $1fiw Fgayu o
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If deficiency begins in the womb, it makes sense for intervention to begin there
too.

gfe ot i 7 g1 3= gt 3, I 98T 9 ey I e ot 3Ra ghm

A 2024 randomised controlled trial in Denmark found that high-dose vitamin D
supplementation (2800 IU/day) starting at week 24 of pregnancy had no
significant effect on the risk of autism or ADHD in children.

STHIG | U 2024 & grefes® fafa adtaror 3 urn i muiawn & 24d aarg |
I B TS I GRIP 1 fIe1fie St qraar (2800 1U/feH) &1 =t | siifesw ar
ADHD & WIfQ¥ WR ®I§ Heaqul Y9 81 UsT|

But such results also depend on timing, dosage, and whether mothers were
actually deficient to begin with.

Afes T uRRoms o, RIS SR I8 Hf Rk vd € fob |ng areaa ® 3= 4 € ol
q o ff a1 78|

While vitamin D may not be the sole or dominant factor shaping
neurodevelopment, it remains a plausible piece of a larger, complex puzzle.

a1t S ya & "RIfP™ 3 SMPR ¢ ITAT THATH IT YYH dcd A &, Al I8
% 93, wifed Ugd! ST HuTfad fgwan a1 war g

Nearly all participants in the Danish study were of European ancestry.

ST e § dmy at wfaurh Rdia ga & o

In a smaller non-European group, the results were less consistent, possibly due to
lower vitamin D levels, smaller sample size, and/or genetic diversity.

TH BIC M- qﬁtﬂuwﬁqmmmwﬂ MS SH HRUI HH faeTfie St
R, BT THAT ATHR, 3R/ 3MgaRre fafaerar g1 wwar 3|

Researchers concluded that while their findings support a causal link, they can’t
yet prove it outright.

Myparelt 7 ey T fd gafty 396 ey ve FRUTHS JdY o1 gq9dq
Fd ¢, J 3T TP 3 T e | Wifad 7 HR THhd |

India’s Vitamin D Problem

YRd H faerfiE € &) auan

Sunlight is abundant in India, but vitamin-D deficiency is rampant, and the
findings carry especial weight here.

YRA 7 YU YR AT A @, dfch faefiq-g 3t st s €, ik 3 fees gei famiy
U I HEaqUi 5|

A study conducted at AIIMS Rishikesh (2017-2018) found that 74% of infants and
85.5% of their mothers were deficient in vitamin D, with nearly half experiencing
severe deficiency.

AIIMS BYS §RT 2017-2018 ¥ fFT 71T srega=1 & ura w1 fh 74% gy iR

85.5% ATATY faeTfia St &1 $t ¥ 73 o, S8 4 T 3 § iR et ol 8 |
Another study from Bengaluru observed that 92.1% of newborns were deficient.
AT A TP 3= Y T U 1 {96 92.1% -aera Rg) faeffq St ot sl
I 3|

During pregnancy, the mother’s body undergoes complex hormonal and
metabolic changes to supply calcium for the foetal skeleton.

THIGRIT & SR, Al BT IR BT P oy pferrad I Sfed
gﬁhﬁsﬁvwﬁa‘tﬁuﬁg?;rm%l TR
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e These changes intensify in the third trimester as the skeleton grows rapidly.
3 gRadH it famrgt & it 81 S § i dhepTa deil & Tt 5|

e The mother's intestines absorb more calcium, her kidneys excrete more, and
active vitamin D levels double.

At Bt 3id St B TNAT Feelt €, I3 IRIF I Hd €, 3R Afsba
faeT® € &1 W SRET 8 S |

e Despite these adaptations, maternal vitamin D levels don’t rise unless sunlight
exposure or diet improves.

S 3G & dTavle, AT ferfm € wR 18 ged1, 99 I@ & yu d vafa awg
1 3R & YR 7 71
e Even well-nourished pregnancies in India can result in deficiency.
YRd § Tgfera wivor arett Tufawing of wft ¥ a8 T €
e Sunlight alone isn't always enough.
Ryt ¢ ga=m yafa g1 gt |

e A 2024 study in Bundelkhand found a strong correlation between maternal and
infant vitamin D levels.

2024 ® geaws A fru MU sreaae A g SR Ry faerf= dt wr & diw aegg
ey g

e Babies born to vitamin D-deficient mothers were very likely to be deficient
themselves.
et St 9t o A U wrarst § O I 7 ot S R B uae HUTaET o

e This supports the idea that vitamin D insufficiency is a biological legacy passed
from one generation to the next.

Tg 39 fauR &1 AeTgd ol § & faerfie €1 9t o9 to Sifde fiRa e s fidft =
Hidt Tercd 21

e It shapes not just bones but brains, as the Danish study suggests.
Ig Pad fyal @) T, afep AfRTd &) ) 3R T 8, S b A1 1 31
X T B

e These findings align with clinical experience in India.
I e YR # fafreiia syl @ A @ &

e According to Dr. Anuradha Kapur, principal director of obstetrics and gynaecology
at Max Smart Hospital, New Delhi, timely supplementation improves both
maternal and neonatal levels.

ST SRTYT YR, THE R (URIT 3R TR, AT TATE SRuare, 75 faeett &
TR, THT TR T I AT 3R TaoITd gIFl & a1 § JUR gar gl

e In her practice, high-dose therapy of 60,000 IU/week in the third trimester has
been effective and safe.
3 3R, dRst fammdt o 60,000 1U/AwTE Ft S QRIS RIfee yurdt iR
WRida Eiel

e It showed clear benefits in infant growth and immunity.
O R3] & fasTa iR TNT afaRie® &rgar & Ww ary <1 T4

e A small Indian trial (2024) echoed these findings: babies born to supplemented
mothers had better vitamin D levels at birth.

T B¢ HRATT URI&0T (2024) 7 1 T81 GfY & YRpdT UTGd ATaTS 9 o o=l
g faerfim St &R uran

e By six months, none developed severe deficiency, compared to more than half in

the control group.
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Caution Rather Than Alarm

The Danish study adds to growing evidence that early-life exposure, including
nutrition, can shape long-term mental health.

STHTD HT 3709 39 §1d & 9Gd THTON Bl SISl ¢ b e B et srawm &
TIur Aied YT SrdeTiere UHfie WA &1 guTfad R 96d ¢ |

Vitamin D is no magic bullet, but through the right window, it might tilt the odds.
faerfm St o1 queRl Sura 78 &, Ao A8t 9wa W g5 uRumHl & yuIfaa
PR ADAT 5|

Routine vitamin D screening during pregnancy is still uncommon in India.

YRA # THIGRI & SR fFrafdd faefim St & oig o of s B

Some urban obstetricians test high-risk pregnancies, but cost and awareness limit
use in rural and semi-urban areas.

e TARNT =iy = Sfaw arelt rufawirsit # Sig a1d 8, dfo anTa
gmaﬁwmaﬁwﬁ-mﬁ&ﬁﬁmwaﬂ?ﬁ%

Many deficiencies go undiagnosed, especially when symptoms are subtle or
overlooked.

% IR TEIOT G&H AT TR SIGTH fHT oM & HRU HHt B ugar =12 8) ureht |
India needs to shift from reactive treatment to preventive care.

HRA &I UfAfspaTes SAT § APUTH SMUTRT SGUTA Hi 3R dgT a1t |

The evidence of vitamin D’s role in neurodevelopment strengthens the case for
routine antenatal supplementation, ideally beginning as early as the first or
second trimester.

RfIer A fertF €t &t yftreT & vamr fHrafia wragd wedar & ue 3 8, v
gl a1 gad fauTd § & A1 siesf gl

“This is not about alarm,” Dr. Kapur said, “but about recognising that early brain
development is shaped by access to nutrients — and vitamin D is one such
modifiable element we can and must intervene on.”

g UGRTH B g1, sfch I8 IHM o1 91d & [ RIS aferss faer vive dal
P IUTSIAT I YHITId Bl § — iR et € tar 8 ve aRad-iu aa g S W
g1 3R &8 g8y B I1eY,” Sf. FPR A Hgl|
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Danger of thought

Maharashtra’s public security Bill
endangers India as an open society

he Maharashtra Special Public Security
T (MSPS) Bill, 2024 follows the disturbing

pattern of executive overreach in the
name of security. Existing laws are often misused
against political opponents and critics of the rul-
ing party, including commentators. Charges are
often vague and sweeping, and the process itself
becomes the punishment in many of these cases.
Given this pattern, the move by Maharashtra’s
Mahayuti government led by the BJP to create an
entire law to criminalise a certain kind of thought
portends danger to freedom and democracy.
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has said that
the new law would only target those who try to
undermine the constitutional order, but the pos-
sibility — indeed the probability — of its misuse is
apparent. The State says that it is seeking to pre-
vent Maoists from brainwashing youth, profes-
sionals, and civil servants through front organisa-
tions. As in the proposed law, which is now
awaiting the assent of the Governor before com-
ing into force, the State government can declare
any suspect “organisation” as an “unlawful or-
ganisation”. Offences under the proposed law in-
clude membership of such organisations, fun-
draising on their behalf, managing or assisting
them, and committing unlawful activities.

The Bill’s focus is on people and organisations
that act as a front for Maoists, and what is unlaw-
ful is so broadly defined that anyone can be its
target. Among other things, according to the Bill,
‘unlawful’ is “any action taken by an individual or
organization whether by committing an act or by
words either spoken or written or by sign or by
visible representation or otherwise, which con-
stitute a danger or menace to public order, peace
and tranquility”. Offences are cognisable and the
accused can be arrested without a warrant. Pun-
ishment includes jail terms of two years to seven
years, along with fines ranging from 32 lakh to 35
lakh. The State argues that Chhattisgarh, Telanga-
na, Andhra Pradesh and QOdisha have enacted Pu-
blic Security Acts and banned 48 Naxal frontal or-
ganisations. The Opposition parties offered
feeble resistance to the Bill and raised some
broad concerns regarding its misuse but it was
passed in the Assembly through a voice vote. As
an afterthought, the Congress and the Shiv Sena
(UBT) protested on the floor when it was taken
up in the Legislative Council. The Bill had gone
through a long deliberative process, but as it
turns out, all parties appeared to be in agree-
ment, barring the lone CPI (M) MLA who protest-
ed against it on the floor of the Assembly. The
idea that thought and speech, howsoever unpa-
latable they might be to the ruling establishment,
should be policed poses a grave danger for India
as an open society.

e As in the proposed law, which is now awaiting the assent of the Governor, the
State government can declare any suspect “organisation” as an “unlawful

organisation”.

Danger of thought

g & =T

Danger of Thought — Maharashtra Special Public Security
(MSPS) Bill, 2024

I T W1 - HERTY faviy wrdee gRam (Msps) Rduss,
2024

e The Maharashtra Special Public Security (MSPS) Bill, 2024
follows the disturbing pattern of executive overreach in the
name of security

tl% TRE (MSPS) a8, 2024 FREMT & -H
%m$wﬁﬂmﬂﬁm&aﬂwm

. EX|st|ng laws are often misused against political opponents
and critics of the ruling party, including commentators.

ISIET S BT AR T Y& &b oo faRifeal ok
TR, 51 I o RwtieR! & Ryars geuanT faar s g1
 Charges are often vague and sweeping, and the process itself
becomes the punishment in many of these cases.

RIT SRR 3RYE 3R ATYP FId &, 3R Hs TAHd! J Wiohar g1
LEICERSIGIR]

e Given this pattern, the move by Maharashtra’s Mahayuti
government led by the BJP to create an entire law to criminalise
a certain kind of thought portends danger to freedom and
democracy.

3 O &1 3Wd g, Wﬁaﬁﬁtﬂ%ﬁmmmﬁ
PR GRT IS [ BT & ARE TH TN ¢ DI 9 DI
JURTY T A 1 e WaFdl R Adpdd & forg @awT
UG

e Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has said that the new law
would only target those who try to undermine the
constitutional order, but the possibility — indeed the
probability — of its misuse is apparent.

HEA ¢d% WSV A $81 ¢ % U8 791 BT Pbad 3 ARl
] FIRIFT S S HAUTS TawIT T FHSR TR B
DI B §, Al ST GOUANT Bt FUTTAT — Sfeh T
— % g

» The State says that it is seeking to prevent Maoists from
brainwashing youth, professionals, and civil servants through
front organisations.

5T BT el ¢ b I8 Arsiard} awl gRT garsd, IRaRy R
Wmafwhﬁﬁammﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁmwwél
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TRATTAd B o SR, Sl 3§ IoqUTd D1 TEHIA Pt Udle T g, I59 WBR bl
Y Tfery W8~ B “ 3y TS~ Gt = Fball 5|

Offences under the proposed law include membership of such organisations,
fundraising on their behalf, managing or assisting them, and committing
unlawful activities.

Y TRATd B & ded SR} § T TWTe+1 o1 Hewl, 3 forg oF , 3%
HATFRTd BT AT FETAAT &1, 3R QY Tffafiray oY i ¢=1 =M ¢ |

The Bill's focus is on people and organisations that act as a front for Maoists, and
what is unlawful is so broadly defined that anyone can be its target.

fadae 1 e TR dfad SR WT6H § Sl ATSHaTedl & Whe & =0 H I Hd o,
3R Ay Pt GRHTT 3a-1t YD § [ BIg Wt 391 =T a9 gpar 2|
According to the Bill, ‘unlawful” is “any action taken by an individual or organization
whether by committing an act or by words either spoken or written or by sign or
by visible representation or otherwise, which constitute a danger or menace to
public order, peace and tranquility”.

f38® & SFUR, '3y’ &1 o § "Afad a1 W6 gRI fhdt s, aa e a1 fafea
TV, Ydbd, T UKfA T 30 TIP1 I food 71 Bl o S o Ardeifes saa,
Mifer 3R HGTE & fTT TaRT S PRl & |

Offences are cognisable and the accused can be arrested without a warrant.
RTY TR (cognisable) § 3R R &I fadT aRe ¥ FRWR forar o Sewar g1
Punishment includes jail terms of two years to seven years, along with fines
ranging from X2 lakh to %5 lakh.

Tl & &) | 1 91d P 9 3R 22 914 J 35 ARG dP DT JHAT A 2|

The State argues that Chhattisgarh, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and Odisha have
enacted Public Security Acts and banned 48 Naxal frontal organisations.

T BT T g b BUNEIG, TS, S TS 3R M2 A ufres Rreifet wae
AL 6T & 3R 48 TI Thed WIS R Ufaae oo B

The Opposition parties offered feeble resistance to the Bill and raised some broad
concerns regarding its misuse but it was passed in the Assembly through a voice
vote.

faueh gt A f9dus &1 FUER AR 51 SR SUP GEUaT Bt AP $© I
fRiamg I3, afe Ts faum=raur & waf wa & uifva 1w

As an afterthought, the Congress and the Shiv Sena (UBT) protested on the floor
when it was taken up in the Legislative Council.

g1 §, S 3R REAAT (UBT) 3 99 I8 faur ufitug & omm 99 Wik W fajiy
foa

The Bill had gone through a long deliberative process, but as it turns out, all parties
appeared to be in agreement, barring the lone CPI (M) MLA who protested
against it on the floor of the Assembly.

A dal faar-fau=t ufthar I ory, afe ofd &, T udta gor fo |t oo g«
¥, Ryarg THAE cPI (M) faumas &, fSsiA fAu=ayr # s faviy |

The idea that thought and speech, howsoever unpalatable they might be to the
ruling establishment, should be policed poses a grave danger for India as an open
society.

7% f3aR & faar ok srftreafar, =18 3 T ufas™ &1 eiftrg ot =7 &, afe 3%
fArifa faran STe & g8 YRd & U T FHTS 819 & A1 1R WeRT U1 SR 8|
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The reality of the changing dimensions of warfare

GS 1l Defence 3
achiavelli believed that in politics,
one is guided solely by the harsh
realities of political life, viz., a
struggle for power and survival.
Today, we are at a point in history when old rules
that once governed international politics appear
to be in terminal decline. Alongside this, the
means to achieve dominance are undergoing
fundamental changes. To today’s power brokers,
the Peace of Westphalia in 1648 (that sanctified
the construct of a nation state), and the Congress
of Vienna in 1814-15 have little or no meaning. For
most, new weapons are the be-all and end-all of
modern politics.

The year 2025 is also one that celebrates eight
decades of seemingly relative peace following the
end of the Second World War, though the years in
between did see, and had seen, several conflicts,
though not on the scale of the Second World War.
For many, even more than the defeat and decline
of Nazi Germany, it appeared that it was the
apparent invincibility of the United States
(wielding the mighty atom bomb — two of which
were dropped in Hiroshima and Nagasaki in
Japan in 1945) — that seemed to usher in a new
era of peace. Concepts such as a ‘rules-based
international order’ also gained traction at this
time.

This was, however, at best an illusion of peace,
and more of a ‘riddle wrapped in an enigma’ than
the reality. A succession of wars of a lesser
magnitude that continued to occur across the
world - beginning with Korea, Vietnam and
North Africa, not excluding parts of Europe itself
— confirmed this. It reinforced a truth embedded
in a seminal piece of advice often given to
diplomats based in the United Kingdom, viz., ‘do
not believe anything anyone tells you unless you
have checked it yourself’.

Already by the 1990s, many of the
fundamentals that prevailed had begun to be
questioned. The end of the Cold War looked
more like the beginning of a new era of conflict.
Quite a few new conflicts had begun to emerge
which had the potential to shatter any illusion
that peace was at hand. Alongside this, it was
increasingly becoming evident that a new era in
global warfare was emerging. Few, however,
admitted that the world was about to enter a new
era of conflict.

The impact of 9/11

One of the more widely read articles recently
harps on the End of Modernity and talks of the
current state of the world in some detail. It lists
the year 1989, when the Berlin Wall came down,
as the beginning of a new era in global politics.
For many others, however, it was September 11,
2001, when the Twin Towers in New York were
attacked by terrorists, that seemed to usher in a
new beginning. Admittedly, the events of 9/11 did
begin a new chapter in global affairs, but it was
hardly the curtain-raiser, or even indicative, of
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the fundamental changes about to take place in
the future. What 9/11, perhaps, did was to give the
U.S. and certain other nations an opportunity to
invade other states based on their perception of
what was right and wrong. It was not yet obvious,
however, whether the basic fundamentals of
conflict would undergo any radical change, and
the implications it could have for future
generations. The evidence for this is only now
beginning to unfold. Even so, the catastrophic
consequences of the change are yet to be fully
understood or comprehended.

For this, perhaps, one needs to go to the early
1990s, and more specifically to 1991, to the
impact which the U.S.-led Operation Desert
Storm caused at the time, and also its impact on
future wars. It was in effect the first modern-era
war which would mark a “dramatic acceleration
of warfare and the transformative synthesis of its
operative, tactical and strategic elements”, and
possibly transforming the nature of war and
battlefield doctrines itself. It was also, perhaps,
the first instance of three-dimensional strikes on
a ‘preferred’ enemy. Even then, it is only very
recently that strategists and military planners
have become aware of how transformative it was
and the impact it would have in the years to
come.

Ukraine, West Asia and Operation Sindoor
At the time, the world was only riveted on the
unrivalled power, economic, political and
military, of the U.S. It has taken the war (since
2022) between Russia and a Ukraine backed by
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, to
fundamentally revise the thinking of war
planners and get them to realise how the nature
of war itself had changed beyond anything seen
in the past. The war in Ukraine and in West Asia
have propounded many new doctrines that are
very different from those seen previously in the
annals of warfare. The very nature of war, it
would seem, as also the conduct of warfare had
changed, or is changing. Today’s wars bear little
resemblance to what was seen in the past.
Automation has become an essential feature of
modern conflicts. The extensive use of drones
(with several variations such as drones to gather
intelligence and conduct precision strikes; drones
able to operate semi-autonomously employing
image recognition algorithms to identify
high-priority targets, together with “loitering
munitions’) have altered the nature of warfare
beyond recognition.

The India-Pakistan conflict in May 2025 helped
provide some glimpses of the fundamental
changes seen in modern warfare. Unlike the
earlier India-Pakistan conflicts, the conflict this
time featured fixed wing and several other kinds
of drones, together with ‘loitering munitions’.
Fighter aircraft were a critical element to ensure
air superiority and carry out precision strikes.
Also, seen were advanced “air-to-air missiles’,

& & dead AT DY aRafddbdr

Decline of Old Political Order and Rise of New Conflict Realities

R IS a1 BT Ua 3R ¢ Fuy gyt &1 3¢4

e Machiavelli believed that in politics, one is guided solely by the harsh realities of
political life, viz.,, a struggle for power and survival.

AFIAel & AT U7 fob Ie-Nfa H ufad ad Aemifde Siia &t BSIR
Frfamarsd, srufd TT 3R eifRrea ¥ Tad gr1 €t enferd ST g1

supplemented and complemented with highly
accurate GPS-guided and laser-guided bombs.
The BrahMos missile was in place and reportedly
also used on at least one occasion. Pakistan, for
its part, made use of China-supplied PL-15
missiles and also Turkish-supplied Songar
drones.

Modern warfare, however, entails much more
than the mere use of highly sophisticated
weaponry. It extends to tactics as well. Militaries
are moving beyond traditional hierarchies, to
advanced network-centric warfare. The advent of
cyber and Artificial Intelligence (AI) has seen
battlefields morph into complex multi-domain
conflict zones, involving advanced technologies,
AT and cyber warfare methodologies. The use of
hypersonic weapons capable of travelling at
speeds greater than Mach-5 also adds a further
critical dimension to the current arms race and to
the new forms of warfare. All told, digital
strategies and autonomous systems are tending to
make traditional concepts of how battles are won,
viz., through use of overwhelming physical force,
outdated. Future warfare is increasingly set to
become digitally autonomous and
interconnected.

India needs to adapt

Hence, the message is loud and clear — and
should be to one and all. We are entering a new
era of technological warfare. India must adapt
rapidly to keep pace with the changes taking
place. Incidentally, it also raises questions about
India’s existing and established military
modernisation plans. These may need to be
completely revised and revamped. Perhaps the
relevance of many existing tenders for certain
categories of weapons may require to be
reconsidered.

Overall, there is considerable room for a
rethink about India’s future defence procurement
plans. China has already produced, and has in
place, huge volumes of indigenously
manufactured platforms (fighter jets, the J-10 and
the J-20 as well as the fifth generation fighter).
China is now poised to produce its sixth
generation fighter.

Available information suggests that India is
putting its faith in existing indigenous
manufacture and continuing to procure more
Rafale fighter jets from France. Clearly, the
indigenous development and manufacture of
missiles and aircraft are way behind schedule.

What is pertinent is that with the emergence of
high-altitude, long-endurance, unmanned aerial
vehicles that are essential for modern warfare,
there is an overwhelming need for India to
rethink its defence modernisation plans.
Diversification of India’s military hardware has
become critically important. This does have a
direct impact on India’s capability to fight future
wars, including against Pakistan or China, or
worse, a two-front war.

of Warfare
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Today, we are at a point in history when old rules that once governed international
politics appear to be in terminal decline.

3115l BH 3fdET & 39 HIg W 8 6] ] Saergia Ieifa &1 Garferd 3 arel
R Fad 3 3ifaw ga= Bt SR Ui g @ B

Alongside this, the means to achieve dominance are undergoing fundamental
changes.

TP Y B UYd U H1 & -ty 1 gayd ufeada 3 ToR @ €|

To today's power brokers, the Peace of Westphalia (1648) and the Congress of
Vienna (1814-15) have little or no meaning.

3MTS1 & Tl GATal O foTT AveTordr Bt /i (1648) SR fag=T ST (1814-15) FI
B faRIy ofef 78T X T B

For most, new weapons are the be-all and end-all of modern politics.
HfAHI & oy, My Ieifa ¥ ¢ R & 99 99 |

The year 2025 celebrates eight decades of seemingly relative peace following the
end of the Second World War.

Iy 2025 fgdia Ay g & T & 91 & 316 SRBI &1 GATHD ifd B ST
AT 5

Though the years in between did see several conflicts, none matched the scale of the
Second World War.

g 371 a8 § B3 wud o T, A P18 +f felta fay g &t iR i 7
EEREE

For many, more than the defeat of Nazi Germany, it was the invincibility of the U.S.
(with the atom bomb) that seemed to usher in a new era of peace.

o Al o forg, ATl =it o1 R ¥ ot 3iftes, a5 Tya Iea SmeT 3t sregar o
(o™ wRaTY] 99 R, oA 2hifa & T ¢ g 6 331d Bt

Hiroshima and Nagasaki witnessed the dropping of two atom bombs in 1945.
1945 T fRRARMT 3R ARG W &t URATY] 99 TR 7T |

Concepts such as a ‘rules-based international order’ gained traction at this time.
39 I W s enutia siaTgia sawiT O faaR die g g &l

This was, however, at best an illusion of peace, and more of a ‘riddle wrapped in an
enigma’ than reality.

gTdifoh, I8 B dH ¥ U Aifd BT U T, 3R Yewa | forudt gs ugal siftes i =
o =S |

A succession of wars of lesser magnitude (Korea, Vietnam, North Africa, and even
parts of Europe) confirmed this.

DT, faga-, SR SnpleT 3R gRIU & el & gU Bl TR & gl & Juar A
Y Jrferd foba|

It reinforced the truth in the diplomatic advice: ‘Do not believe anything anyone
tells you unless you have checked it yourself'.

S8 fsic H IAoHRIT Y €t 118 HalTe ol e fadl - od d ¥ Sid 7 v, fonst &1
CIGR R I E Ead

Post-Cold War Global Shifts
2 g & 916 Ay Igama

By the 1990s, many fundamentals that once prevailed began to be questioned.

1990 & RTP dP, Hs YAYd Rigidl W JaTd IoTT o |
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The end of the Cold War looked more like the beginning of a new era of conflict.
i g5 FT 3id IR § TP ¢ Uy I B IHSATT oI elrd g

Quite a few new conflicts emerged with potential to shatter the illusion of peace.
®3 ¢ FIY IR Sl Tifd & YH I dlS- Bt & 7@ U

It became evident that a new era in global warfare was emerging.

U WY g A b T 15 A g Il b1 33U B @ & |

Few admitted that the world was entering a new era of conflict.

§gd &Y Al 3 A s gfvan wad & ue e g 8 1o a1 3@ §

The Impact of 9/11
9/11 BT YHId

A widely read article talks of the End of Modernity, listing 1989 (fall of the Berlin
Wall) as the beginning of a new era in global politics.

UH URIG O SMYfApdl & 3fd &1 a1d Hdl & 3R 1989 (9§ el i dlar k) &1
AP IS P 7 T B L3 ST B

For many others, September 11, 2001 (9/11) marked the true new beginning.

®3 3T AN b fag, 11 RydaR 2001 (9/11) 8 78 Yama ot

The 9/11 attacks gave the U.S. and allies an opportunity to invade other states
based on subjective perceptions of right and wrong.

9/11 & gHAI = 3MAR®T 3R TP IR B! 3= Tl YR THHUT H ]
et fean, 3% Afae PSP YR ||

It was unclear whether the basic fundamentals of conflict would undergo any
radical change.

I8 ¥ ot U1 fos Had & 7a Ryl § @ik 1R sgama s a1 87|

The evidence of this transformation is only now beginning to unfold.

39 SGATd & YHTOT 31§ IR-4R I S 3G §

The catastrophic consequences are yet to be fully understood or comprehended.

39 faTRre Y ufvumd &) sie g G ke T HST T STHATT I8! fohal T g |

Operation Desert Storm and Modern Warfare

TR So1E wWeiH 3R MY g5

One must go back to the early 1990s, specifically to 1991, to understand the impact of
Operation Desert Storm.

9 URad & a6 1T g4 1990 & URY, faxIy U & 1991, H §U TR S WiH &1
3fR e ghm|

It marked the first modern-era war involving dramatic acceleration of warfare and
synthesis of operative, tactical and strategic elements.

g Usdl MYA® T BT g5 o1 o geg Bt ey i SfR sifoe=e, o iR yoritfos
el T Wy ce- Bl e

Possibly the first instance of three-dimensional strikes on a ‘preferred’ enemy.

g YMIG fhalt g9 §U g WR 6T 71U fi9-Smarsdt gaal o1 ugen Iamevur o1l

Only recently have strategists and military planners recognized how transformative it truly
was.

Hacl g1 g1 | JUFIIBRI SR A= ASISRI = I8 UM ¢ [ I8 T uiRae -1t |
Its impact on future wars is now being realized.

DT HiT & GG IR UHTT e 1 371361 5
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Ukraine, West Asia and Operation Sindoor

T, UTim TR ok ST Rige

At the time, the world was only riveted on the unrivalled power, economic, political and
military, of the U.S.

39 9T, g haa swfaw wfed—aenfi®, Ierifae v I=— ufa Sfsa

It has taken the war (since 2022) between Russia and a Ukraine backed by NATO, to
fundamentally revise the thinking of war planners and get them to realise how the nature of
war itself had changed beyond anything seen in the past.

2022 ¥ ¥4 3R NATO Juffa b+ & o9 g A g ASHISRI & 9 &1 Jd =0

%Hmﬁraﬁo-m 3R 3¢ UEHN g3l o g P Wopla Tad o it evidl & uikafda &t 9ot
I

The war in Ukraine and in West Asia have propounded many new doctrines that are very

different from those seen previously in the annals of warfare.

ebT 3R uf¥e RRrn & gl A &3 ¢ Risia Rifd fbu i gd & g ol 3 agd fHa €1

The very nature of war, it would seem, as also the conduct of warfare had changed, or is

changing. Today's wars bear little resemblance to what was seen in the past.

TG B WYTG, 3R G VATE AICH 19 0 I 95T 8, I1 96 81 ¢ | 39 & I 0 & g5l @

9d AT B

Automation has become an essential feature of modern conflicts.

WA YD JUSf &1 U Sra=a® faRwar 89 T g

The extensive use of drones (with several variations such as drones to gather intelligence and

conduct precision strikes; drones able to operate semi-autonomously employing image

recognition algorithms to identify high-priority targets, together with ‘loitering munitions’)

have altered the nature of warfare beyond recognition.

S &1 TS ITANT (G gefera™ 3R MR wege & oy, vy W o1f s ard
314, 3 RPRRA SEMReH & I1Y) 3 g &1 Ui &I TgaH 9 W 96d e 8|
The India-Pakistan conflict in May 2025 helped provide some glimpses of the
fundamental changes seen in modern warfare.
;ﬁ?zozsﬁm-wﬁmﬁmﬁ MYFF gl H & T FAY IRad=1 &1 $& AP UG
I
o Unlike earlier conflicts, this one featured fixed wing and several other kinds of
drones, together with ‘loitering munitions’.
e Tawt & fausia, 59 o fives a1 3R o0 &8 PR & I 4, Iy & digef
wfr=r=a ot =i 9
o Fighter aircraft were a critical element to ensure air superiority and carry out
precision strikes.

;@Wﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ?ﬂ%wmﬁﬁwm
[
o Also seen were advanced air-to-air missiles, supplemented with GPS-guided and
laser-guided bombs.
3T 1Y &) TUR-g-UAR fUArsd, 3R GPS-geleid 3R AvR-MESS a9 +ff 31 Ul
o The BrahMos missile was in place and reportedly also used on at least one occasion.
FeH fraTs e Suas ot 3R Hfid U ¥ 0 I HH T TR TR IYGNT BI TS |
o Pakistan used China-supplied PL-15 missiles and Turkish-supplied Songar drones.
Uiftea A 99-Wew PL-15 frargd sik gabl-vew Wi $19 &1 JudiT fom|
Modern warfare, however, entails much more than mere use of highly sophisticated
weaponry. It extends to tactics as well.
MY I Had IAT SIIURY BT ITINT S} 3: T8 YU ap it S 1
o Militaries are moving beyond traditional hierarchies, to advanced network-centric
warfare.

I URURS USTHH F 31 Tgh IAd Aead-disd I DI 3R SRR B |
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o The advent of cyber and Artificial Intelligence (Al) has seen battlefields morph into
complex multi-domain conflict zones, involving advanced technologies, Al, and
cyber warfare methodologies.

ATEER 3R Al & 3FTHA 3 Jgas! &) wifed ag-aeta wad &= & sea faar 8, o
I aH-IP, Al, 3R TTZER g5 fAR[T IHa €|

o The use of hypersonic weapons capable of traveling at speeds greater than Mach-5
also adds a further critical dimension to the current arms race and to the new forms
of warfare.

FAURAEIS AT &1 TN, Sl Mach-5 | i@ @1 7Ifd I I3 B Gahd 5,
I BRAR s 3R g & ¢ ¥l § TP 3= Hg@qul 31T Siadl g1

o All told, digital strategies and autonomous systems are tending to make traditional
concepts of how battles are won—through overwhelming physical force—outdated.

Fa fhremar, fEforea vorifeat ik s yonfermr tRuRe siauronef H1—a6l 35
YTt IMARS g I Sid o1 d—SumiRres -1 38 €1

o Future warfare is increasingly set to become digitally autonomous and
interconnected.

HigsT &1 g efR-<R fEfored 0 A Wi iR evdaes a1 o &1 8|

India needs to adapt

HRA P ATHd ST I

Hence, the message is loud and clear — and should be to one and all. We are entering a new
era of technological warfare.

TR, T TP SR SRR § — 3R Wt & forw g% wewr g1 a1feu) 1 -t g & Y
T H YA TR ¢

India must adapt rapidly to keep pace with the changes taking place.

YRT &I 31 URkad=l & 1Y il I SrgPpferd g1 Ayl

It also raises questions about India’s existing and established military modernisation plans.
These may need to be completely revised and revamped.

%mﬁﬁwhmgﬁﬁmﬁwﬁaﬁﬁméﬁﬁw% e P wRE
AR 3R qiea & sazued 8 T B

Perhaps the relevance of many existing tenders for certain categories of weapons may require
reconsideration.

IYa ? b $2 sRART & forg At Ffderstt &t urfiedr gafder a8l

Overall, there is considerable room for a rethink about India’s future defence
procurement plans.

Fd AHR, URd &1 s Bt &1 Tt Ae1sil IR e GAfdaR & H10! 1org g1
China has already produced, and has in place, huge volumes of indigenously manufactured
platforms (fighter jets, the J-10 and the J-20 as well as the fifth generation fighter). China is
now poised to produce its sixth generation fighter.

41 7 U8 &) 92 IR W W U | FAffd Wi (Brgex Sy, J-10 3R J-20 quT giedt
Uit BT WIgeR) TR B W B 3F 919 B! Fidl & BIsex duR & &1 IR Bl
Available information suggests that India is putting its faith in existing indigenous
manufacture and continuing to procure more Rafale fighter jets from France.

YA SAGHR! I U1 Ierdl § fob YR HifeT v fafor R 1R SiaTe gU 8 ofk Wi 9 ik
el BIEeR Sie Wi b1 uithar ol 7@ e 8|

Clearly, the indigenous development and manufacture of missiles and aircraft are way
behind schedule.

Wy w0 3, gFR iR faurl &1 W@l faewr sk fAufor sga fis 2

With the emergence of high-altitude, long-endurance, unmanned aerial vehicles that are
essential for modern warfare, there is an overwhelming need for India to rethink its
defence modernisation plans.
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I-GTs, eb1iered, £ A aerial vehicles B SHRdT YfHeT & 1Y, HRA P 1T 30 &1
SMYFIFIHT GieTSi R TgT GAfdaR 31 SuRer 81 T g

e Diversification of India’s military hardware has become critically important.
YRA & AT FIEAWR H1 fAfaefiwor ageayet g1 T g

e This does have a direct impact on India’s capability to fight future wars, including against
Pakistan or China, or worse, a two-front war.
g URd B! TS BT Y5 AAT—UTibwI a1 99 & Raars a1, 399 ff War®, & -
W 918 gg— R e SRR ST |
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Syria under Islamists is at risk of falling
into chaotic violence
L ast week’s violence in southern Syria,

which saw the killing of hundreds from

the Druze community, was a grave remin-
der of the country’s deep-rooted sectarian ten-
sions, now ruled by a former Sunni jihadist.
When the Hayat Tahrir al Sham (HTS), formerly
an al-Qaeda affiliate, captured power in Syria in
November 2024, its leader Ahmed al Sharaa (who
until recently was known as Abu Mohammed al-
Jolani) pledged to protect the rights of all com-
munities. But the realities on the ground tell a dif-
ferent story. Syria is approximately 80% Sunni,
with minorities including Alawites, Shias, Chris-
tians and Druze making up the rest. The ascent of
the HTS triggered widespread anxiety among
these groups. These fears were only reinforced
when violence erupted against the Alawites, the
sect of former President Bashar al-Assad, in
March in the western coastal region. Hundreds
were killed in days long attacks orchestrated by
pro-government militias, most of them jihadists.
It took only four months before the next atrocity
unfolded — this time in Sweida, a Druze heartland
in the south. Clashes initially broke out between
Druze and local Bedouin members, which
prompted Mr. Sharaa to send in security forces.
What followed was a massacre.

The sectarian violence escalated into a region-
al crisis after Israel began bombing Syrian go-
vernment forces and military infrastructure in
Sweida and Damascus. While Israel does have a
Druze minority of its own, its claims of humani-
tarian intervention ring hollow in the context of
its ongoing genocidal war on Gaza. Israel has long
conducted strikes in Syria — earlier, its targets
were Hezbollah and Mr. Assad’s troops. Now that
the HTS is in power, Tel Aviv does not want a con-
solidated Syrian military presence near its bor-
der. These internal and external pressures have
left Mr. Sharaa vulnerable. Syria, which wit-
nessed coups and counter-coups in the 1950s and
1960s, achieved some stability under the secular
Baathist rule in the 1970s. When the Baathist re-
gime became a dynastic dictatorship, cracks be-
gan to emerge in the political and social consen-
sus that Hafez al-Assad, Bashar’s father, had built,
to culminate in a devastating civil war. The best
chance for Mr. Sharaa to redeem himself and Sy-
ria was to rebuild a pluralistic state, with Kurds,
Alawites, Christians and Druze enjoying equal
rights. Instead, his push to establish a centralised
Islamist regime in Damascus has deepened the
sectarian wounds. And the HTS’s armed jiha-
dists, who go on killing sprees against minority
dissenters, are pushing the country towards dis-
integration. Unless Mr. Sharaa takes urgent steps
to rein in his fighters and rebuild a national con-
sensus, Syria risks descending deeper into chaos.

south.

Sectarian wounds

AyI® urq

e Syria under Islamists is at risk of falling into chaotic
violence

W%aﬁﬁﬁm%m%mﬁﬁﬁmm

Violence in Southern Syria — Sectarian Tensions Under HTS
Rule

aferoft i A f&9r - HTs & T & "ueiRe da9mg

e last week’s violence in southern Syria, which saw the
killing of hundreds from the Druze community, was a grave
reminder of the country’'s deep-rooted sectarian tensions, now
ruled by a former Sunni jihadist.

e e 2R T & g fe, Rl gt e & dwe
W B FT 83, O b TGN SIS dTel YUGIAD q1d] bl Th
YA TS 3, S8l 316 Yd Gl fPreret &1 Im 31

e When the Hayat Tahrir al Sham (HTS), formerly an
al-Qaeda affiliate, captured power in Syria in November
2024, its leader Ahmed al Sharaa (until recently known as Abu
Mohammed al-Jolani) pledged to protect the rights of all
communities, but the realities on the ground tell a different
story.

T §UTd d83IR 3(A-RITH (HTS), S USd 3d-HTaeT | ST 4T,
TdaR 2024 § AT § FAT HUTR, T8 50 T 3FHG 31ed TRT
(12 31T dop 31 HigwG 3ral-Sirer=it et wirm on) = it
TGN & TUBRI BT Y& D1 dreT fosar o, A1 st gaipa
PO 3R g 59 P B

e Syria is approximately 80% Sunni, with minorities including
Alawites, Shias, Christians and Druze making up the rest.

W @9 80% At B, Safe A I Srararse, R, $418
IR 1 S 31eieTe e B

e The ascent of the HTS triggered widespread anxiety
among these groups.

HTS & 34 4 S 9Hg| & d1d SIS fodr Iaaad = 41|

e These fears were only reinforced when violence erupted
against the Alawites, the sect of former President Bashar al-
Assad, in March in the western coastal region.

3 S B! a9 MR AT el o ufdedt 9t & & ard o
JATaTgcH—ol gd TR 3d-3RIG BT WIS §—b
e ffar ves 33t

¢ Hundreds were killed in days-long attacks orchestrated by
pro-government militias, most of them jihadists.

Wt gafia fafaRmret g1 w2 faat 9o gan 7 gadl &
Jpgl @R AR MY, 574 iR Rrerdl 31

e [t took only four months before the next atrocity
unfolded — this time in Sweida, a Druze heartland in the

Had IR HFIH 916 SATAT SATAR I ST — 39 IR gfaror # fRyd g geayfa, wier 4|
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Clashes initially broke out between Druze and local Bedouin members, which prompted Mr.
Sharaa to send in security forces.

oy Y& H gl 3R RITH 953 T & o9 gU, o Td: IRT A YR&m 9 U |

What followed was a massacre.

P 91G TP RWER gafT |

The sectarian violence escalated into a regional crisis after Israel began bombing Syrian
government forces and military infrastructure in Sweida and Damascus.

I SYRTS A A WieT 3R gftme o Wfvar wweR Juffd aat o = g e[
TUERI Y= @1, 1 I8 Aueie fd ue &g Gde a7 13|

While Israel does have a Druze minority of its own, its claims of humanitarian intervention
rmg hoIIow in the context of its ongomg genocidal war on Gaza.

u% SEIBIP i g, A o1 TR ISP TRESR a1 g & T
Gﬂ&"rnﬂa?nan FEAT F a7 FrE a2

Israel has long conducted strikes in Syria — earlier targeting Hezbollah and Mr. Assad’s
troops.

OIS da A § WG ¥ g7 Har 3181 8 — Usd fevigeare 3R Y. srag & Afaw!
CANENIEICEIGR]

Now that the HTS is in power, Tel Aviv does not want a consolidated Syrian military
presence near its border.

3 O1F HTS T A B, A 3rdia 3ot WaT & Ui Usp Helga Hifvarg d= Sufyfa &t
dledTl

These internal and external pressures have left Mr. Sharaa vulnerable.

3 fiaf¥e 3R aredt garal 7 Y. IRT B SrRRfEE B AT g

Syria, which witnessed coups and counter-coups in the 1950s and 1960s, achieved some
stability under secular Baathist rule in the 1970s.

Hifvar, B 1950 3R 1960 F gx1 A aeATdwe SR faRidt qearuere <@, 7 1970 &
T | yHfeRue STyardt A & a8 O RIRET Jals B |

When the Baathist regime became a dynastic dictatorship, cracks began to emerge in the
political and social consensus that Hafez al-Assad had built, to culminate in a devastating
civil war.

e S1YATd] RN Ueh GRIGTE! ATTRITG! 5 74T, T g1l 31el- 3G R S T I 1fad
3R ATHITRIG HIBTE H xR 3 @ ff, S 3fdd: U WU Tegg o IRurd garl

The best chance for Mr. Sharaa to redeem himself and Syria was to rebuild a pluralistic
state, with Kurds, Alawites, Christians and Druze enjoying equal rights.

. TR ¥ fore gg SR W St & gAffo &1 wd9y Mt o {6 T agaardt Isg 941,
gl P, AATaTSE, TS IR o & RN & ARBR |

Instead, his push to establish a centralised Islamist regime in Damascus has deepened the
sectarian wounds.

P Joid, SFIR® H $iPpd SIATHATS! M RATUT HRA &1 396! Ugd - AUGTRID gral
B 3R T A 3|

And the HTS's armed jihadists, who go on killing sprees against minority dissenters, are
pushing the country towards disintegration.

3R HTS & TIRA 11T, St Sreusier® faRRY IR g &1 @gx Iaid 38 §, 3 S% &I
fa"geq #t RE Yba R 3
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e Unless Mr. Sharaa takes urgent steps to rein in his fighters and rebuild a national
consensus, Syria risks descending deeper into chaos.
od b 4fY. IRT gId DA g1 SoId 30+ TerP 3l W Fe=ur 37 ok wgia weafa
AT A & forg, Wi Te¥ sRISwar I g9 IS |

Spare live animals, move to biological models

e

'GS IlI: Environment

 hummian beings are Saperior to animals,
A and as animals instinctively rely on the

benevolence, goodwill, and protective
nature of man, we must fulfil our obligation to
treat our fellow non-human beings with love,
kindness, and respect.

The issue of the suffering animals undergo in
animal testing laboratories is known and so it is
rational that humans must respond by finding
solutions which can end the suffering of animals
and bring peace to human hearts.

A dimension to an ethical problem

Before animals came to be used in toxicity tests,
humans were used in feeding experiments to
assess the risk of toxicity in American food
supply. The first systematic test of this kind was
conducted between 1902 to 1904 on behalf of the
United States government to test the toxicity of
preservatives such as benzoate, borax, and
formaldehyde in food products.

A_.L. Tatum, a toxicology researcher of the
time, cites the following reason for the shift from
human studies to animal studies: “People are
rather unpredictable and don’t always die when
they are supposed to and don’t always recover
when they should. Allin all, we must depend
heavily on laboratory experimentation for sound
and controllable basic principles.” So, while
discussing the ethical problem of the use of
animals in research, it is wrong to presume that
human subjects were always exempt from
experimentation and testing. The rationalisation
of the culture of moral indifferentism and
inhumanity is the problem; once rationalised it
can as easily be directed at humans as it is at
animals.

Ankur Betageri

is Assistant Professor
at Bharati College,
University of Delhi

The suffering
that animals
undergo in
testing
laboratories is
known and it is
time researchers
adopt viable
solutions

There is consensus today that animal testing is
not effective in predicting harm to humans. The
findings derived from experiments on animals are
not always applicable to humans.

The case for a shift

Developments in the field of tissue engineering or
regenerative medicine have enabled us to
cultivate at least the following anatomical parts:
artificial animal muscle, artificial pancreas,
artificial bladders, cartilage, bioartificial heart,
blood vessels, artificial skin, artificial bone
marrow, bioartificial bone and trachea. It would
be ethical and kind to conduct experiments
wherever possible using these rather than using
animals. It is the request of this writer — to
scientists, laboratories and research organisations
— to consider doing medical, pharmaceutical and
other experimentation and testing, wherever
possible, on cells, tissues, and organs developed
in laboratories. Spare live animals. Conducting
experiments on laboratory-grown anatomical
parts would also help the development of the
nascent field of tissue-engineering or regenerative
medicine.

To make the replacement of animals with
lab-grown organs a directive principle and an
enforceable one, ‘Chapter IV: Experimentation
on Animals’ of The Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960 may be amended to include an
article which says: ‘Scientists, laboratories and
research organisations should consider doing
experimentation and testing, wherever possible,
on lab-grown anatomical parts and bioartificial
models of biological systems of humans and
animals rather than on animals’.

Animals cannot be protected merely by

changing laws. If the laws which can protect them
are inadequate it is because we have not accorded
them their real status by recognising them as
fellow beings who suffer just like us.

We also need to bring about a change in our
values, the scientific procedure in laboratories
which makes the use of animals inevitable, and
create an awareness about animal suffering. The
use of visual models on computers to understand
the anatomical parts of animals has helped us do
away with the practice of dissecting animals in
biology classes and laboratories. We can
definitely do away with all kinds of animal
dissection for educational purposes and teach
our students better anatomy by using 2D
radiographic imagery and 3D visual models of the
different organs and biological systems.

But, for the purposes of experimentation and
safety testing, it would be useful if we make a
paradigm shift from animal models to ex-corpus
models or artificial biological models. This we
can do by coordinating the shift with
tissue-engineering organisations which can
produce and provide these artificial biological
models. The field of regenerative medicine can
help with this shift by modelling and replicating
the required biochemistry and biological systems
of the body outside the body and by producing
bioartificial functional models of the organs.

A pledge

Let us make our civilisation more hospitable to
life by changing our procedures, practices and
laws wherever possible. Let us pledge to conduct
experimentation and testing as far as possible on
biological substances and learn to recognise the
inherent sacredness and dignity of animals.

Spare live animals, move to biological models

Siifad SHaR! 1 9™, Jfd® disdl ot iR 96

Ethics of Animal Testing and Human Responsibility

ug Ti&T 3R ATa Rrriert #t Afaewar

e As human beings are superior to animals, and as animals instinctively rely on the
benevolence, goodwill, and protective nature of man, we must fulfill our obligation to treat
our fellow non-human beings with love, kindness, and respect.

o wrTa Toft e | 48 7, 3R U] WiHfas EU § U9 &1 IgRl,

3R

AogTa
HREUTE® Ygft IR R H3d 8, 3HIT gHRT oot g b 9 iU IR-ATHa HIfat & 91y
W, AT, 3R T § TTER B |
e The issue of the suffering animals undergo in animal testing laboratories is known and so
it is rational that humans must respond by finding solutions which can end the suffering of
animals and bring peace to human hearts.

I8 1A & b UL TRA&T0T YARTRITErSHf § U S Hed 3, 3R MY I8 dhTd & fob Hi-a
T JHIYT Wo 13T S URgeif & HT B GUTW B 3R AT geal P Jifd U= o1

A Dimension to an Ethical Problem

Afo® TR FT TS Ugq
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e Before animals came to be used in toxicity tests, humans were used in feeding
experiments to assess the risk of toxicity in American food supply.
fauTeaar udteron & ugge & IUART ¥ Ugd, et @rey smufd & fawraer &1 geaie
PR & T ATFET W STER WART foby ST A |

e The first systematic test of this kind was conducted between 1902 to 1904 on behalf of the
United States government to test the toxicity of preservatives such as benzoate, borax,
and formaldehyde in food products.
S TG BT Ugdl WIfSd ULT&UT 1902 | 1904 & Sid YT o ARPR D1 3R F e man
o1, forgeT I5.xd @Rl UgTdf § delte, TRa, 3R BiAfcSsIss oYl UR&PI 3t fauTeRadr &1
TRI&IUT =T T

e A.L Tatum, a toxicology researcher of the time, cites the following reason for the shift from
human studies to animal studies:

39 T4 & faufagm Muwal T.ua. ¢ew A ura udteror 3 ugy gdteor ¥ seara & RO
fraferiad sram:
o "People are rather unpredictable and don't always die when they are supposed to
and don't always recover when they should.
"SRT TR §1d & 3R THL a9 -Tg! AR o1d S0 W1 A11g¢ 8k 7 51 aq S
g1 § o9 S &1 g anfen 1
o "All'in all, we must depend heavily on laboratory experimentation for sound and
controllable basic principles.”
Hd e, g weiga SR fAesfta ga Rigial & e sam=mar wiemon w
3rgfee fvR T =fe 1
e So, while discussing the ethical problem of the use of animals in research, it is wrong to
presume that human subjects were always exempt from experimentation and testing.

e oe gAY § uRIS & U o1 Afde uvar W 74t gt 8, O T8 /A Terd §
g fawg ga=m udeon ¥ g W) 7

e The rationalisation of the culture of moral indifferentism and inhumanity is the problem;
once rationalised it can as easily be directed at humans as it is at animals.

Afas IeRIET 3R SHTadT &1 TXHIY BT THITABIVT € T 8 Th IR TS 3
JTTa &1 foar T | 59 ugreht Bt ave gt wal W i @ frar S v g

Effectiveness of Animal Testing

U] UIE0T Bt gHTaRiterdn

e There is consensus today that animal testing is not effective in predicting harm to
humans.

aﬂa%agmmﬁr%ﬁsmuﬁ&mwmﬁwsﬁmawaﬁmﬁwﬁmﬁﬁuw
81 5l
e The findings derived from experiments on animals are not always applicable to humans.

ugpeii UR 3 U vl @ v s gAwm el W @y Ad) 8 B

The case for a shift

ufad & v&f & d&

e Developments in the field of tissue engineering or regenerative medicine have enabled us
to cultivate at least the following anatomical parts: artificial animal muscle, artificial
pancreas, artificial bladders, cartilage, bioartificial heart, blood vessels, artificial skin,
artificial bone marrow, bioartificial bone, and trachea.

fexy geftfvafe o1 qaleh fafeear & & & fawr 7 58 &0 @ w0 Fofafed IR st &
9w S T W& o9 ©: ST Uy AUt $HW spaRm, $Hw R, Surfy, wa-
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It would be ethical and kind to conduct experiments wherever possible using these rather
than using animals.
T8 Afaw 3R TuTg SN S ST Yua §) ST T I YT fht T, 1 {3 SIFaR) &1
It is the request of this writer — to scientists, laboratories and research organisations — to
consider doing medical, pharmaceutical and other experimentation and testing, wherever
possible, on cells, tissues, and organs developed in laboratories.
g TS B AQI-eh], TARTRIATSi 3R ST R ¥ 3R1Y § {6 gl 9Ha
fufeiig, siudia ok s uieror &1 wamm=Tens!t # fawRia Sifkrersi, Sa! ok ol IR
Eay
Spare live animals.
Shifad SIaRt o SR |
Conducting experiments on laboratory-grown anatomical parts would also help the
development of the nascent field of tissue-engineering or regenerative medicine.

H fasfa I o R g oxe fexy gefiferafiar a1 qaisht fferear &
TdH &7 & fapra § +f Hag B |
To make the replacement of animals with lab-grown organs a directive principle and an
enforceable one, ‘Chapter IV: Experimentation on Animals’ of The Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960 may be amended.

SHaRI & RIM TR TR & fAsmRia sit & Iuant & fdxe Rigid ok any &1 o
M & forg, agy var fraror siftfeam, 1960 & Sy 1v: SFERT U= WaRT | =g fasar
I Hhll 5|

It may include an article which says: ‘Scientists, laboratories and research organisations
should consider doing experimentation and testing, wherever possible, on lab-grown
anatomical parts and bioartificial models of biological systems of humans and animals
rather than on animals’.

ST U 3G SISl o Uohdl §: ‘a1, TaNTRIars 3R ST WA B, Tl THT
B, wanT=mer # faeRia Iri® Sl ok S9-3iw ulse W uten w1 =1y, 7 %
SIFERI R I’

Animals cannot be protected merely by changing laws.

STER] &1 & Had B B IGADR Ta] B off Javal |
If the laws which can protect them are inadequate, it is because we have not accorded them
their real status by recognising them as fellow beings who suffer just like us.

I I §EM 1A B SUATW &, O SHBT HRU T8 § [ 861 3¢ g9R oId g e aral
a1l yroht & T H 3T aRata® gt T8 i 3|

We also need to bring about a change in our values, the scientific procedure in laboratories
which makes the use of animals inevitable, and create an awareness about animal
suffering.

B 31U Heu-saawT, TarTRITenslt & agfae ufrar @ SHaRl & TanT & Siferard s 9),
3R ug feT & Ul SITReehar &+t Seard a Bt 3TaRTehd |

The use of visual models on computers to understand the anatomical parts of animals has
helped us do away with the practice of dissecting animals in biology classes and laboratories.
THER! & ARG 3T &1 T & [ HHeR W T AIsdl & IUAT I g4 shafas
FHemaft 3R T3 & SiaR] 1 TRWTS o YY1 B JHIE H4 § Heg foreh g

We can definitely do away with all kinds of animal dissection for educational purposes and
teach our students better anatomy by using 2D radiographic imagery and 3D visual
models.

B Q&P ITAT & e Gaft YR Ft SiHaR) &t TReTs 3t ufhar &) IAd R I6hd §
3R YA BT B 2D ISAUTS FASRT 3R 3D T ATSAl b HIeAH T 9gaR TRR T Ul
q&d g

For the purposes of experimentation and safety testing, it would be useful if we make a
paradigm shift from animal models to ex-corpus models or artificial biological models.
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WEIT TR R udieror & o, afe 50 gy Aied § T-S14d Aisd a1 HEH I Afsal
P 3R FAYA GG B3, Al T TN T

e This we can do by coordinating the shift with tissue-engineering organisations which can
produce and provide these artificial biological models.
&Y g8 uRadH fexy Sefrafe dximsii & 1y a9 dRd &R I&d § ol 3 PHAT Afds
arsal o1 fAmafor 3 smyfd o~ @t 51

e The field of regenerative medicine can help with this shift by modelling and replicating the
required biochemistry and biological systems of the body outside the body.

gaten fafrer &1 &3 39 9gara H Aeg HR IHdl ¢, S IRR & SMaH g I 3R
Sifa® gonferal &1 IR & I1eR disd 3R gfapfa e AHRa HRar gl
e It can also produce bioartificial functional models of the organs.

Ig 3 & Wa-$HAW Hrafds Arsd U a1 IHdar 8|

www.patrioticias.in

A pledge
TP Ahed

e Let us make our civilisation more hospitable to life by changing our procedures, practices
and laws wherever possible.
3T & Uit witharail, wUrai} 3iR HTIAT ! gl GHT §), IEAPBR U= JHTS B Sita &
ferg siftre ergpa s

e Let us pledge to conduct experimentation and testing, as far as possible, on biological
substances.

3TV §H Tdhed o b §H 18T b YT g, Afde uerdf R waiT ik udleror #3 |

e Letus learn to recognise the inherent sacredness and dignity of animals.

33U BH SIMaR) i af-ied

Is the plastic industry trying
to influence green policies?

How has India tried to integrate informal waste pickers into formal waste systems?

GE lution

Sweta Gupta

The story so far:
t first glance, tobacco and
plastic might seem unrelated.
However, environmental
activists and health experts are
now drawing attention to how the plastic
industry, backed by fossil fuel giants,
mirrors the tobacco industry’s playbook.

How does plastic mirror tobacco?
Both industries have used profit-driven
tactics despite evidence of harm.
Shifting responsibility: in many
jurisdictions, advertisements for tobacco
run with a disclaimer “smoking is
injurious to health” while promoting the
product, abetted by weak public policy.

This places the onus on individual choice.

Similarly, plastic-makers have blamed
consumers for not recycling while
diverting attention from corporate
accountability. In both cases, the effect is

for systematic harm to be recast as
personal failure.

Funding misleading PR and science:
Tobacco companies have historically
funded studies denying their effects on
the body. Similarly, as NPR and PBS have
reported, the plastic industry promoted
recycling as a resolution from the 1980s
despite privately acknowledging its
economic and technical impracticality at
scale. Yet even as trade groups launched
public campaigns around the
‘recyclability” of plastic, most plastic
waste continued to be incinerated,
landfilled or dumped in the open.

Greenwashing: Tobacco companies
once used to market ‘light’” and ‘mild”
cigarettes as safer. Today, the absence of
clear, enforceable standards and
shortcomings in the country’s
waste-processing infrastructure render
plastic that is, or has been labelled,
‘biodegradable’ or ‘compostable’ to not
be that way at all. This can give

consumers a false impression of plastics’
real-world environmental impact.

Do they target the Global South?
As regulations to reduce the use of
single-use plastics and rationalise the
material’s use in packaging tighten across
the Global North, plastic producers have
been focusing on low- and middle-income
countries to sustain growth. According to
the OECD’s ‘Global Plastic Outlook’ report
in 2022, plastic consumption is projected
to more than double in Sub-Saharan
Africa and triple in Asia by 2060 but grow
by only 15% in Europe in the same period.
This shift in focus towards the Global
South has coincided with weaker
environmental regulations, and
inadequate waste management systems,
making these regions especially
vulnerable to rising plastic pollution.
More recently, the plastics and fossil
fuel industries have sought to influence
negotiations for a global plastics treaty

qfd=rdr 3R AT & ggarH1 i |

under the UN. According to the Centre for
International Environmental Law,
industry influence was evident at the
third round of treaty talks (INC-3), where
there were 36% more lobbyists from the
fossil fuel and chemicals sectors than in
the previous round.

Where does India stand on plastics?
In India, the waste management system
banks on lakhs of people, from ragpickers
and sorters to grassroot recyclers, in the
informal sector responsible for collecting
and processing 70% of the plastic that is
recycled. But this work often comes at the
cost of their health and dignity, exposing
them to hazardous materials and toxic
fumes, without protective gear, legal
recognition or social security. They face
long-term health risks, and often live
below the poverty line. The National
Action for Mechanised Sanitation
Ecosystem scheme launched in 2024 aims
to integrate waste pickers into formal
waste systems by providing safety
measures, health insurance under
Ayushman Bharat, and access to social
security benefits. As per the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment, as of
May 2025, over 80,000 sanitation and
waste-picking workers have been profiled
under the scheme.

Furthermore, under the Plastic Waste
Management Rules 2016, (amended in
2022), manufacturers must take
responsibility for plastic they generate.

THE GIST

h

The plastic industry promoted
recycling as a resolution from
the 1980s despite privately
acknowledging its economic
and technical impracticality at
scale.

-

As regulations to reduce the
use of single-use plastics and
rationalise the material’s use in
packaging tighten across the
Global North, plastic producers
have been focusing on low-
and middle-income countries
to sustain growth.

v

In India, the waste
management system banks on
ragpickers and sorters in the
informal sector to collect and
process 70% of the plastic that
is recycled.

Is the plastic industry trying to influence green policies?
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Plastic and Tobacco Industry Parallels

WIRe® 3N daTE ST B FHTHATE

At first glance tobacco and plastic might seem unrelated.

Ugell ToR H daTe SR Wik Sraftd @ 9@d g

However, environmental activists and health experts are now drawing attention to how the
plastic industry, backed by fossil fuel giants, mirrors the tobacco industry’s playbook.

AT 3re yafaRr drdwal ik ey ARuy 59 3R o G ) § 6 3 Wi se,
S SiaT=d $U Hufral gRT 9afid g, dare ST B FuFIfaal & Aed R 6T 6|

How does plastic mirror tobacco?

WIRe® da1F B! IRE P AR Hdl 87

Both industries have used profit-driven tactics despite evidence of harm.

G I A gIP RS YHTAT & YHI0T & STaS[G HATWI-di-sd JOHTAT SIS §

Shifting responsibility: In many jurisdictions, advertisements for tobacco run with a
disclaimer “smoking is injurious to health” while promoting the product, abetted by weak
public policy.
et o RiFafid 31 B3 &3 J da1g & fags § g W@ & g
FIFHR® g SRl Iara giait 5, R +ff IeuTg &1 YR 350 91y &, o8 SawiR Ardei-e
iforat &1 wwed= U BT B

This places the onus on individual choice.

e forert safad @t uig )R ST & STl g |

Similarly, plastic-makers have blamed consumers for not recycling while diverting
attention from corporate accountability.

34 TR, wifes fHufar Suyiadrsi R YHHUr 7 1 &1 3 STad © 3R BIRURe
SIqTaeEl ¥ ST geTd |

In both cases, the effect is for systematic harm to be recast as personal failure.
I € Al B, WfSd TH M o) sfeRiTd fawerdr & w0 # ugd fbar S g

Funding misleading PR and science: Tobacco companies have historically funded studies
denying their effects on the body.

YTHS 0TS 3R fagm= &1 faxa 1. darg suf~ml 7 sritd & U srea= uikaisrnsit ot
faaiftra e S 37 IR W yu1a &1 FpRat |

Similarly, as NPR and PBS have reported, the plastic industry promoted recycling as a
solution since the 1980s, despite privately acknowledging its economic and technical
impracticality at scale.

24l AR, NPR 3{i PBS &1 RUlef & SIUR, W 3T 3 1980 & =1 | RIATSH AT 3!
T & U # F=IRd foba, Jafe siiafte U & g8 weR o1 fe g snidfe siv
THIP! U H HAEIND 81 o

Yet even as trade groups launched public campaigns around the ‘recyclability’ of plastic,
most plastic waste continued to be incinerated, landfilled, or dumped in the open.
Safds TS TYEI - WiRed B GAdpuiiadr IR o AT o JoaH1d B, U oft
SHIABI WA ® HaRT ST 11, YA | ST 7 A1 gA | HepT 17|

Greenwashing: Tobacco companies once used to market ‘light’ and ‘mild’ cigarettes as
safer.

WA darg Huf-al H2ft ‘age’ iR ‘uges’ RRey & QRfda s dadt |
Today, the absence of clear, enforceable standards and shortcomings in waste-
processing infrastructure render plastic that is, or has been labelled, ‘biodegradable’ or
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‘compostable’ to not be that way at all.

3T, WY 3R AR H GG D] BT HHI TUT HRT UG @AW= B @I & gad
FrfSiSad ar m@aa TS TS WIS arEad | 93T 181 gt

This can give consumers a false impression of plastics’ real-world environmental impact.

TIY IUHITAT3T & Wiftesd & quiaRoiig yHTg & IR § YT YRUM 8 Il ol

Do they target the Global South?

T A A AISY BT AT B &2

As regulations to reduce the use of single-use plastics and rationalise the material’s use in
packaging tighten across the Global North, plastic producers have been focusing on low-
and middle-income countries to sustain growth.

SR-OI Tetaa A & RTTe-gw W s & ST &1 HH B 3R Ao § ST SN &I
THETd S ¥ e faferaw T 81 @ B Wi Sdrgs 3o gfs 991 e & forg fom
3R T 3T AT =M T M Hisd PR @ &

According to the OECD’s ‘Global Plastic Outlook’ report in 2022, plastic consumption is
projected to more than double in Sub-Saharan Africa and triple in Asia by 2060, but grow
by only 15% in Europe in the same period.

OECD & ‘Talad WIe® ATSeqgd’ NUIE 2022 & IR, 2060 TH Td-TERT PIHT A
@R &1 U I 3R TR & fF 71 81 31 Ju1a1 8, wafe u & a8 Rk 15%
JeTi|
This shift in focus towards the Global South has coincided with weaker environmental
regulations, and inadequate waste management systems, making these regions especially
vulnerable to rising plastic pollution.

e HISY B 3R I§ T RIHIARY SR gataRuirg fafert ok sroafa st o=
yonferdl & Ay A A &, S 3 8 ggd Wi Ugwur & Ufd faviy U & HagT=ita o=

R

More recently, the plastics and fossil fuel industries have sought to influence negotiations
for a global plastics treaty under the UN.

1d € ¥, e 3R Sfiarey $ue SR 3 Tgad Y & ded U AfiE WiRke® |fy 3t

T Bt YHIIT B I BRI B 51

According to the Centre for International Environmental Law, industry influence was

evident at the third round of treaty talks (INC-3), where there were 36% more lobbyists

from the fossil fuel and chemicals sectors than in the previous round.

Yex BIR $eTARMT THATIRHEH d & IR, ST &1 YHTd IfY araf & F¥ SR (INC-

3%?3@ T, STet frod dR &t gaar o sharsd $eq iR Imafas &= | 36% it difae
I

Where does India stand on plastics?

YR W & ATHA & B8l TS &2

In India, the waste management system banks on lakhs of people, from ragpickers and
sorters to grassroots recyclers, in the informal sector responsible for collecting and
processing 70% of the plastic that is recycled.

YR H, SUfRIT yees qummelt WS, Sie aret 3R RITg T &34 aral o
TR & & a1l aril W) MR S 3, S Srasd g1 ared @ied &1 70% Tha
F AR TG R &

But this work often comes at the cost of their health and dignity, exposing them to
hazardous materials and toxic fumes, without protective gear, legal recognition or social
security.

QB T8 FT SRR I WA 3R TRAT B} SAd W BT §, 978 I TaAT® el 3k
fata YU & Tudh § oTd §, T&IT SUBRT, ST AT=IT AT ATHTITS & & 1
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They face long-term health risks, and often live below the poverty line.

d grdoTfere TR SfEH! &7 WHT HRd 8, 3R SRR TRId ¥@T | - s fodrd 3
The National Action for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem scheme launched in 2024 aims
to integrate waste pickers into formal waste systems by providing safety measures, health
insurance under Ayushman Bharat, and access to social security benefits.
zomﬁwﬁnﬁﬁwwwﬁﬁmﬁﬁmgﬁﬁm BT 35T PO
A 9l 3t =y Srafry yonferat & wnfire w31 8, oI ded 3= AR U,
ST YRA & dgd T 91T, 3R ATaIS JR&m A1l I Ugd UgH &I ol gl

As per the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, as of May 2025, over 80,000
sanitation and waste-picking workers have been profiled under the scheme.

TS =g 3R SAfRSTRET #aTed & 3R, WS 2025 I% 80,000 X 3 wawsdr 3R
FRT S 9Tt 4TS 1§ AT & dgd MeTsd fovar a1 g

Furthermore, under the Plastic Waste Management Rules 2016 (amended in 2022),
manufacturers must take responsibility for plastic they generate.

3T AT, WIfed MUY yse fAaH 2016 @G 2022 H) & dgd, FHfaren & 396
FRT IAIfed Wifes & fore forAert a+ grft |
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