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1. Nvidia to resume sales of ‘H20’ Al chips to China as U.S.

eases curbs

3R @R wfaee’ 7 drer R e & a1 vardifzar e &t
'T=r20' T3S Rrew iy fashr 6T & & wEh
BELJING Nvidia to resume sales of
Nvidia to resume sales of ‘H20'AI ~ ‘H20’ Al chips to China as
chips to China as US. eases curbs ~ U-S- eases curbs
s qEr ae # &

feT e & a1 TAdifzar A
I 'TF20" THTS e &Y sy
& e H N

Resumption of Nvidia H20 Al Chip Sales
to China

HieT T vaAfafEar H20 s frew $ir fshr
A gw

U.S. tech giant Nvidia said on Tuesday it will resume sales of its H20

artificial intelligence chips to China, after Washington pledged to . U.S. tech giant Nvidia said on

remove licensing curbs that had put a stop to exports. It had Tuesday it will resume sales of its H20

developed the H20 — a less powerful version of its Al processing artificial intelligence chips to China, after

units — specifically for export to China. AFp Washington pledged to remove licensing
curbs that had put a stop to exports.

AN & Ferer vafAf3ar & FHreraw &t
gl o ag et @Y 3r9er H20 3fE frRrarer seforsiar ferew & fasht e @ & e, Fiifan
FIRTe & fAATd W AF 9= arel ABATRAIT gfaaet F1 ge 1 arer fHar g

e It had developed the H20 — a less powerful version of its Al processing units —
specifically for export to China.

g8 H20 — SiY 38 w3m$ WA feew &1 w1 afFaemel ¥Eor § — & @ di W)
et FY AT Fa & fore fasfaa fomar am|
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Create simple mechanism to remove private images,
videos of women from Internet: HC

Afge3it A1 A< g, difsa) seee d gea F R Ia
YUTTell I1TC: gI$hIc
2. 97% ‘untouchability’ cases pending in courts: govt.
Report
37eTerdl 3 97% ‘IEPRIAT F AW dfad: FHRT RaE

3. ‘Not Demonising Mughal Rulers in NCERT Textbooks’
TAHISIHTIE AT TEART # FIrer ATHHT FT ‘gogariea @t fomam arar
4. The Issue with Criminalising All Adolescent
Relationships

Y e Taet &Y 3raRrer Y Aoft F = HT FAEAT

5. The need to protect India’s linguistic secularism

TR T HINTS YHATATIETAT Y T&TT T 3T THAT

6. Israel strikes Syrian troops sent into the Druze-
dominated Sweida

SIS A ToT-T3[cd arel FlaT & 9 77 WIS Afasi w
gHdT fhar
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Create simple mechanism to
remove private images, videos
of women from Internet: HC

Madras High Court Judge expresses shock over a woman advocate having been made to watch her private videos and

images along with seven male police personnel to identify the person who shared the content online without her consent

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

he Madras High
T Court on Tuesday

directed the Centre
to come up with a simple
mechanism through which
women could get their
private images and videos
removed from the Internet
and digital platforms with-
out compromising their
identity, if the content had
been uploaded surrepti-
tiously by unscrupulous
elements.

Justice N. Anand Venka-
tesh directed Central go-
vernment senior panel
counsel A. Kumaraguru to
develop a prototype after
taking instructions from
the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy (MeitY) as well as the Mi-
nistry of Home Affairs
(MHA) on appointing a no-
dal officer for grievance
redress.

The directions were is-
sued on a writ petition filed
by a woman advocate
whose former partner had
recorded their private mo-

Recurring problem: Senior counsel Abudu Kumar Rajaratnam said
websites hosting the content had resurfaced after being blocked.

ments without her know-
ledge and shared them on
social media. The petition-
er complained the images
and videos had landed on
several porn sites, too, the-
reby causing a great
amount of agony to her.
Senior counsel Abudu
Kumar Rajaratnam told the
judge that though MeitY
had complied with an inte-
rim order passed by him
last week to block the web-
sites on which her client’s
images and videos had
been displayed, those web-
sites had resurfaced, and
continued to display the

same images and videos.
Stating that the problem
with the Internet was the
presence of technically
sound criminals, the judge
added that it was not as if
there was no technology
available to prevent the re-
surfacing of such content.
“The technology is always
there, but what is required
is the inclination to put it to
use for the benefit of the
common man,” he said.
The judge said the sys-
tem was such that it would
work with its might and re-
move all traces from the In-
ternet if the victim hap-

pened to be a daughter of a
Minister or a judge, but it
does not show the same ea-
gerness and energy if the
victims happen to be com-
mon citizens with no con-
nections whatsoever with
the mighty and powerful.

Justice Venkatesh said
technology such as tracing
photo DNA must be put to
best use so that women do
not have to suffer silently
due to increasing instances
of their private images and
videos getting shared on
public platforms, or ha-
rassment under the threat
of releasing the content in
public.

‘Redact name’

The judge also rapped the
police for having men-
tioned the name of the wo-
man advocate in the First
Information Report (FIR)
registered against her
former partner on the ba-
sis of a complaint lodged
by her. He wondered how
the police could be so in-
sensitive as to disclose her
identity in a public
document.

He directed the police to
redact her name from the
FIR forthwith, and came
down heavily on the Police
Department for having
made the victim watch the
private images and videos
along with seven male pol-
ice personnel, after she
lodged the complaint, in
order to identify the
perpetrator.

“Don’t you have women
police personnel well-
versed in cyber crime?
Can’t you ask those person-
nel to deal with such cases?
How can you make the vic-
tim sit with seven male pol-
ice personnel to watch
those videos? Does it not
amount to violating her
right to dignity?” the judge
said. Stating that the inves-
tigation into offences
against women should be
done with a lot of sensitivi-
ty, the judge insisted on the
appearance of State Public
Prosecutor Hasan Mo-
hamed Jinnah during the
next hearing so that neces-
sary instructions could be
issued to the Police Depart-
ment.

Create simple mechanism to remove private images, videos
of women from Internet: HC

Afgem3it Y sl aedi, AT gewee @ g F o wer yomreh

d11U: gIShIC

e Madras High Court Judge expresses shock over a woman advocate being made to
watch her private videos and images along with seven male police personnel to
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identify the person who shared the content online without her consent.
HAGTH FIEHIC & ~IIATHIT o1 TihTed arel YT RaT caad T ST U AfgaT adhre o fa=r
HEATA & JHieTarser AT T T 310 fash Aifsal st avd o gov it & ar
ST 9|

e The Madras High Court on Tuesday directed the Centre to develop a simple
mechanism through which women can get their private images and videos removed

from the Internet and digital platforms without revealing their identity, if such content
was uploaded secretly by unscrupulous elements.

HAINATR P AGIH FEFIE o g AIHR 1 (AT f&ar i a8 veh e yorrelt [Ahfaa &
oras Ares O AfgeT 3o fAsh gy 3k ifda) sewae ik Rfoee ewiay A gear
", T el ggee SR e, Ffe; Ol areelt Rue X gee el earT 3aels & g
gl

o Justice N. Anand Venkatesh directed Central government senior panel counsel A.
Kumaraguru to develop a prototype, after taking inputs from MeitY and Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) regarding the appointment of a nodal officer for grievance
redressal.

FARIfet T, 3MTeig FHA A Fg THR F INTS YA qhIeT T. FARIE 1 e fear v @
MeitY 3R 38 HaTerT (MHA) & TS oleh Ueh WIRIETRY IR &Y 3R fArerae faaror &
fore Atser srftrdy i Agea W H@E |

e The direction came on a writ petition filed by a woman advocate whose former
partner had secretly recorded private moments and shared them on social media.

Ig fder v Afgem ghier gaRT SRR ATfAshT o) 37T, fSetsh qa areft o I v & fash
&7o1 Rpis e 3iR 3¢ Averer #f2AT o7 Frem o |

e The petitioner said her images and videos had reached several porn sites, causing
her severe mental distress.

ATTAHIhel o el foh Seieht TR R AT 75 et ArgEw W vg 71T, TS5 38 a8
Al deT €51
e Senior counsel Abudu Kumar Rajaratnam informed that though MeitY blocked

websites as per the interim order, those sites resurfaced and continued to display the
same offensive content.

aRS qhIeT 3G FHAR TARAH o STeferil & o gTelifeh MeitY =1 3raRa# ger & 38R
JTHTSTH I sclieh T T, afehet I A5 T & AT &) 71§ 31X 9 smufasras amash
fear w@r gl

e The judge said the Internet poses challenges due to technically sound criminals, and

while technology exists to prevent resurfacing, what’'s missing is the will to use it for
public good.

SITATENRN & gl foh SeTae TR adhellehl T & G&T HUTAAT & HROT AT §, AR grefifen
VY AN Y QRT3 A NFA & fAT qhaile Iqerst §, vt 30 Fafgd & 39T
FA FY sTonIfFd 1 FT 8|
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¢ He said the system works efficiently and forcefully if the victim is a minister’s or
judge’s daughter, but is apathetic towards ordinary citizens.

3egiet et foh Ife NS Rre #islt ar samaedter it 98 gicht, A Rvew ¢ arra @ w197
T, AT 3T ARSI F foT Serfierar s & &1

e The judge recommended using tools like photo DNA tracing to stop the sharing of
private content and protect women from blackmail or public shaming.

=raTedIer & Gira & fob wieY fruare SfAar SIeh Teneiiel a1 3ugier oY sl wreaft &
YHR T T ST 3T AR il selh AT IT Wi foieh AT F TIRIT S|

‘Redact name’

e The judge rebuked the police for naming the woman advocate in the First
Information Report (FIR), calling it an insensitive act.

SITATENST & THITEIHTT F AT TV HT A1 o Fet & T o &l Hewr aams 3R
S8 IrHaAgefe FeI T

e He directed the police to immediately redact her name from the FIR.
3egiet gferd & fader feam fo & qia Tham$am & 3w a1 ger|

e The judge strongly condemned the act of making the victim watch her private videos
in the presence of seven male police officers, terming it a violation of her dignity.

=grareer 2 ffgar # wra v glaasiaat f saftufa 7 s sh At dea & fow
HSAGY FIA & e T H3Y fAaT I 3R 58 IHHT IRAT FT IeewT S|

e He questioned why women police trained in cybercrime weren’t involved, and
emphasized that such cases should be handled with sensitivity and discretion.

3egiet qoT o W wsA A aidfara afar gforasHdt aat a8t anfarer v a1 3 Ak fear
o U AT T Wagereierdr 31T MY=dr & Grer GHTT ST A1 v|

e The judge ordered the State Public Prosecutor Hasan Mohamed Jinnah to be
present at the next hearing to ensure proper instructions are issued to the Police
Department.

ST & AT & el AAANTa g8 MgeAg foreatr b1 fider fgam o 3 yareht gevars #
3ufdura 1 arfer gfere Remr & 3R fader e o as)

Page6

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

. oo SO
Patriotic [\

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

97% ‘untouchability’
cases pending in
courts: govt. report

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The number of criminal
cases registered under the
Protection of Civil Rights
Act (PCR Act), 1955, for of-
fences related to “untouch-
ability” has seen a decline,
with pendency in courts
remaining above 97% and
nearly all disposed cases
resulting in acquittals, ac-
cording to the Union go-
vernment’s 2022 annual
report on the implementa-
tion of the law. The report
was recently made public
by the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment.
The Act is intended to
define various manifesta-
tions of untouchability, in-
cluding in social and reli-
gious spheres, and
prescribe penalties. It
mandates an annual re-
view report with inputs
from States and Union Ter-
ritories, covering aspects
such as case registration,
pendency in police and
courts, establishment of
special courts and police
stations, among others.
According to data pro-
vided to the National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB), a total of 13 cases
were registered under the
PCR Act across the country
in 2022 - a decline from 24
in 2021 and 25 in 2020.
These cases were reported
from Jammu and Kashmir
(5), Karnataka (5), Maha-

As per latest figures, 13 cases
were registered under the PCR
Act across the country in 2022.

rashtra (2), and Himachal
Pradesh (1). Of the 51 cases
pending with police during
2022, including those from
previous years, chargesh-
eets were filed in 12.

The report also noted
that none of the States or
UTs that submitted data
had declared any area
within their jurisdiction as
“untouchability prone™.

At the court level, a total
of 1,242 cases were pend-
ing trial under the Act. Of
the 31 cases disposed of by
courts in 2022, one result-
ed in a conviction, while
the remaining 30 ended in
acquittals. A review of pre-
vious annual reports
showed that all 37 PCR Act
cases disposed of by courts
between 2019 and 2021 al-
so ended in acquittals.

In contrast, the number
of cases registered under
the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Act,
1989, has risen steadily.
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97% ‘untouchability’ cases pending in
courts: govt. Report

3rereral ® 97% ‘IHEYRIAT F HHS dfad:
HR Rare

Decline in Cases under Protection of Civil Rights Act
(PCR Act), 1955

A R wator o (PCR afafaas), 1955 F
et AT H PRmEe

e The number of criminal cases registered under the
Protection of Civil Rights Act (PCR Act), 1955, for
offences related to “untouchability” has seen a decline,
with pendency in courts remaining above 97% and
nearly all disposed cases resulting in acquittals,
according to the Union government’s 2022 annual report on
the implementation of the law.

AR e wator e (PCR @), 1955 %
g “37e TUT’ W HE T 3oRre & fov gof amqufas
AT H PRIEeE 311S §, St rered! sfad A 97% @
38 § 3R orarsrer Wi fAvere a1 ATat & a8 g F1 [k
8311 8, TE SISy TR T 2022 FHr s Rt 3 &y 78
gl

e The report was recently made public by the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment.

Ig RO gTet & 7 wrenfors w2 3 srfsRar #arey garr
grastfae 1 S|

e The Act is intended to define various manifestations of
untouchability, including in social and religious spheres,
and prescribe penalties.

$H JHTAAIH T 3egey wwrfas 3R anffie &=t wfea srga
94T & faffiesr TaY R w3 31t &3 AuiRa s=r g

o It mandates an annual review report with inputs from

States and Union Territories, covering aspects such as case registration, pendency
in police and courts, establishment of special courts and police stations, among
others.

Ig fafeas ueat 3k &5 i wdet & saqe & wror arfie wefar RAE i smaeaswmar
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T 31ferard e &, forael wmral H1 gshteor, gfaw i srererdl & dfaa amra, ey
3rgTera 3iX T Y FATIAT S B AT BT & |
e According to data provided to the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), a total of

13 cases were registered under the PCR Act across the country in 2022 — a decline
from 24 in 2021 and 25 in 2020.

TR 3roRer RFTS I (NCRB) T STCTSE IV 31T JHTehsl o HeTHN, A 2022 #
PCR 3ffaa# & dgd Fer 13 A & v 377 — it foh 2021 7 24 31K 2020 7 25 A A
gl

e These cases were reported from Jammu and Kashmir (5), Karnataka (5),
Maharashtra (2), and Himachal Pradesh (1).
A ATH FTFH-FAR (5), Faile (5), ATRTSE (2) 3N fewATerer w&2r (1) & @& 30|

o Of the 51 cases pending with police during 2022, including those from previous years,
charge sheets were filed in 12.

2022 # qfaw & 9 Afda 51 A A 4, [Se1 Ao avf & amre o anfAer €, 12 &
Trerefie R $ TS|

o The report also noted that none of the States or UTs that submitted data had declared
any area as “untouchability prone”.

RaTe 7 Tg o Seera fonam aram o Rt of o an S anfla w@er &1, fSiegier 31iehs g
faru, fonelt off 8 @Y “argra v waor” S wET R

e At the court level, a total of 1,242 cases were pending trial under the Act.
37eTerdal 7 1,242 A JAfAATH & dga Rarreis 2

e Of the 31 cases disposed of by courts in 2022, one resulted in a conviction, while the
remaining 30 ended in acquittals.

2022 # 3rETeldl G@RT fAYETT T 31 ATHa A & Fael 1 # QWA g8, STafeh arehr 30
ATl # srfdrgeal w af w3 R

e Areview of previous annual reports showed that all 37 PCR Act cases disposed of
between 2019 and 2021 also ended in acquittals.

el a1 Raet i gdiar 3 gar T« 5 2019 ¥ 2021 F i fAgerv 7w @3 37 PCR
m%maﬂaﬁaﬁwmgl

e In contrast, the number of cases registered under the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989, has risen steadily.

38 faadid, Jrqqfaa snfa 3R sreqgfaa Serenfa (3rcamar faaren) sfafasm, 1989 &
e gof ATH! $T HEIT TINAR 96 W &
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Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

The history section of the
Class 8 social science text-
book newly introduced by
the National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) for stu-
dents in the 202526 aca-
demic year portrays Mugh-
al rulers, especially Babur,
Akbar, and Aurangzeb, as
intellectually ~ endowed
who also “plundered” the
Indian population.

The second chapter, tit-
led Reshaping India’s Politi-
cal Map in Theme B - Tap-
estry of the Past, includes
references from the Babur-
nama, Babur’s autobiogra-
phy, and describes him as
cultured, intellectually cu-
rious, and having a keen
appreciation of architec-
ture, poetry, flora, and
fauna.

The textbook goes on to
say that Babur was a ruth-
less conqueror, slaughter-
ing populations, enslaving
women and children, and

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

taking pride in erecting
“towers of skulls” in plun-
dered cities.

‘Brutality, tolerance’
Akbar’s reign is described
as a blend of “brutality and
tolerance”. The textbook
says that during the seizure
of the Chittor Fort, Akbar,
then 25 years old, ordered
the massacre of 30,000 ci-
vilians, and the enslave-
ment of women and chil-
dren. Akbar’s message is
also quote in the textbook:
“We have succeeded in oc-
cupying a number of forts
and towns belonging to in-
fidels and have established
Islam there. With the help
of our bloodthirsty sword,
we have erased signs of in-
fidelity from their minds
and have destroyed tem-
ples in those places and al-
so all over Hindustan.” The
textbook  says  Akbar
leaned towards peace in
the later years of his reign.
The new textbook also
states that Aurangzeb is-
sued farmans, or edicts, to

demolish schools and tem-

ples. “Temples at Banaras,
Mathura, Somnath among
many others were des-
troyed, as well as Jain tem-
ples and Sikh gurdwaras,”
the textbook says. It also
speaks of the persecution
of Sufis and Zoroastrians at
the hands of the Mughals.

Babur, Akbar, and Au-
rangzeb have not been de-
scribed in such detail in
the earlier NCERT text-
book’s chapter on the
Mughals, which appeared
in the Class 7 history book
(Our Pasts I).

“Indian history cannot
be cannot sanitised and

i

There were
QQ bright periods
but also dark periods
where people suffered,
so we have given note on
the darker chapters of
history...
MICHEL DANINO

Head, NCERT’s Curricular Area
Group for Social Science

presented as a smooth,
happy development
throughout. There were
bright periods but also
dark periods where people
suffered, so we have given
note on the darker chap-
ters of history, and also gi-
ven a disclaimer that no
one today should be re-
garded as responsible for
whatever happened in the
past,” Michel Danino,
head, NCERT’s Curricular
Area Group for Social
Science, told The Hindu.

Complex personalities
“You cannot understand
them (the Mughal empe-

rors) unless you go into the
complexities of their per-
sonalities. Akbar himself
admits he was brutal in his
younger days. We are not
demonising Akbar or Au-
rangzeb, but we have to
show these rulers had their
limitations and committed
cruel deeds,” Mr. Danino
said.

Because Part | of the
new Class 7 social science
textbook released in April
culminated in the pre-Del-
hi Sultanate era of the 6th
century, there was an ele-
ment of uncertainty on
how the Delhi Sultanate
and Mughal era would find
their place in the newly re-
vamped textbooks. While
earlier a Class 7 student
would have learnt about
the Delhi Sultanate and
Mughal history, these sec-
tions have now been shift-
ed to the first part of the
newly released Class 8
textbooks.

The first part of the new
Class 8 social science text-
book, which has combined

history, geography, civics,
and economics into one tit-
le, Exploring Society: India
and Beyond, will serve as a
resource for the first six
months of the academic
year for Class 8, NCERT of-
ficials clarified. “Part 2
textbooks for both Classes
7 and 8 for social science
will be released in October.
The textbooks are current-
ly under development,” of-
ficials said.

The Class 8 textbook al-
s0 has a section on heroic
resistance to the Mughals,
including by Jat peasants
who managed to kill a
Mughal officer; the Bhil,
Gond, Santhal, and Koch
tribal communities, who
fought to protect their ter-
ritories; and Rani Durgava-
ti of one of the Gond king-
doms, who fought against
Akbar’s army.

There are also sections
on the escape of Mewar’s
ruler Maharana Pratap and
the resistance of the
Ahoms to Aurangzeb’s ar-
my in northeast India.

‘Not Demonising Mughal Rulers in NCERT Textbooks’
UAHIEIE AT GEAHT A F{IT ATHHT T ‘GOHAR LT foram ara

e The new Class 8 social science textbook (for 2025-26), issued by the National
Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), includes nuanced

portrayals of Mughal rulers, particularly Babur, Akbar, and Aurangzeb.

2025-26 A&I01F T & fAIT TAHISIREN Y 775 FaT 8 Y WHATTF faarer Y TFaw A
MY, HFaT A ARG S F{IT AHHT A1 T FAoT fehar s g

e The book presents them as intellectually gifted, yet acknowledges they also
plundered the Indian population.

fordre 3¢ aleftrs w0 @ wfaemermelt adrch &, oifehet @12 &1 Ig o gl § foh 3ol AR
STTHEAT F1 e

Chapter Focus: Babur
I FT BIHA: dT6T

o Chapter 2, titled "Reshaping India’s Political Map" under Theme B "Tapestry of the
Past", uses sources like the Baburnama.

37¢9 2, "Reshaping India’s Political Map", 83 s "Tapestry of the Past" &
ATEATAT ST GIAT T 39T foham aram |
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e Babur is described as:
§TeR & 38 g afota foram aram &
o Cultured and intellectually curious
sy 3R sigfas v @ ey
o Passionate about architecture, poetry, flora, and fauna
AR, HiAdT, Feafa, AR Sfat 7 3T W arer

e Simultaneously, he is described as a ruthless conqueror who slaughtered
populations and enslaved women and children.

Iy g, 39 U AT [asar aaram 7= § forger et Y geaie &Y 3R Afgansit T a<at &Y
IATH ST

Chapter Focus: Akbar
AT FT BIHA: HHaT

e Akbar’s rule is called a mix of “brutality and tolerance”.
37ehe T QATHT "FIAT 3R TRYSoraT” o1 fA40T S o g
o During the siege of Chittor Fort, at age 25, he is said to have:
farits gt & OvTE & aRIeT, 519 3rehaT 25 9 & AT, 3Ee:
o Ordered the massacre of 30,000 civilians
30,000 ARTRERI FT TSR 377, AT o
o Enslaved women and children
wfgen3it 3R aeat Y e T
e The book quotes a message from Akbar claiming:
feraiTer 3 3rere 1 He 2T 3Gy fonam aram § et et ara
e “We have established Islam... erased signs of infidelity... destroyed temples in those
places and all over Hindustan.”

“GH SECITH TUIAC fohar.... 3rfaearq & fiwgl 1 [@er 2. 3o TurEt 3R R e &
#feRt & aTve o fen)”

e However, it also states that Akbar inclined toward peace in his later years.

gTclifeh, g 37T heT 31T ¢ foh 31Tt ATHeT & 91 & gut & rhaT aifafiwr g o o

Chapter Focus: Aurangzeb
I FT PHA: AT

e The book mentions that Aurangzeb issued farmans (edicts), although the complete
details are cut off in the excerpt.

Qe 3 T I § T ARersta & weaAnT (3mgen) ST fre &, grefifes faaor e 2

Clarification by NCERT
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TAREHRE HT TGS

e NCERT officials have clarified that the intent is not to demonise Mughal rulers, but to
present a balanced, source-based view.

TAHISIRET JTARIRAT oF TS T § o 3hT 36T IS ATHSHT HY OTATRE FLAT
81, afee wa smenia Fgfae gedior wegd HT &

o The narrative aims to reflect multiple historical perspectives, acknowledging both
intellectual contributions and acts of violence.

Ig faeror Mgt gfeeamiort & fafaerar 1 geiiar &, oreet digfars ahreme ik far &
Fed, Qleil 1 TR faham arm g
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The issue with criminalising all adolescent relationships

he Supreme Court of India’s sentencing
judgment in Re: Right to Privacy of
Adolescents (May 2025) is a remarkable
example of the Court revisiting its
stance by prioritising the voice of the young
person most impacted by the criminal case
initiated for her protection.

The Court exercised its extraordinary
jurisdiction, under Article 142 of the Constitution,
and did not impose any sentence on a young man
convicted of aggravated penetrative sexual assault
under Section 6, Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. The case involved a
14-year-old girl from rural West Bengal who left
her home to be with a 25-year-old man. The
criminal justice system was set in motion by her
mother. Although she stayed in a shelter and was
restored to her mother, she left again to be with
the man due to stigma, humiliation, and
surveillance from her family. They got married
and had a child in 2021 — when the girl was 17. He
was arrested subsequently and tried for
kidnapping, rape, aggravated penetrative sexual
assault, and child marriage.

Despite noting the helplessness of the girl in
court, with the child on her lap, the POCSO
Special Court was constrained by stringent legal
provisions and sentenced the accused to 20 years
imprisonment.

In 2022, during the appeal, the Calcutta High
Court recognised her distress — cut-off by her
family and left to care for the baby and a
mother-in-law with cancer, while fighting for the
release of her partner. It noted the
socio-economic background of the couple who
did not understand that their relationship
constituted an offence. Taking a “humane view of
the matter to do complete justice” the High Court
reversed the lower court’s conviction. While
noting that “the approach adopted under the
POCSO Act renders adolescents vulnerable to
criminal prosecutions for normative sexual
behaviour;” the High Court also made several
problematic comments. including one that female
adolescents should “control sexual urge/urges as
in the eyes of society she is the looser [sic] when
she gives in to enjoy the sexual pleasure of hardly
two minutes”.

Top court’s intervention

Following media outrage over these remarks, the
Supreme Court, in December 2023 took up the
matter suo motu in Re: the Right to Privacy of
Adolescents. It restored the accused’s conviction
and rejected the concepts of “non-exploitative”
sexual acts with a minor aged 14 years, and the
category of “older adolescents”. Incidentally,
both these concepts are recognised in
international human rights law and medical
parlance, respectively. General Comment No. 20
by the Committee on the Rights of the Child
under the UNCRC, exhorts States to “avoid
criminalizing adolescents of similar ages for
factually consensual and non-exploitative sexual
activity”.

Swagata Raha

is a legal researcher
on child protection

Anindita
Pattanayak

is a legal researcher
on child protection

The POCSO
Act’s blanket
assumption that
all sexual acts
involving
adolescents are
inherently
exploitative
needs

to be revisited

Before finalising the sentence, in August 2024,
the Court took a step, befitting the case’s
complexity, by directing the state to appoint an
expert committee comprising a clinical
psychologist, a social scientist, and a child
welfare officer to ascertain whether the “victim”
— now an adult — wanted to continue living with
the accused or preferred to accept benefits
offered by the State Government. The
committee’s report and the Court’s interaction
with the woman revealed the heavy emotional
and financial toll that the legal battle had had on
the family and the “collective failure of the
systems” in protecting her.

The Court recognised the profound irony at
the heart of this case. The young woman had
spent her sparse resources fighting for the
perpetrator’s release, falling into debt and
moving from court to court in desperate attempts
to reunite with her family. It concluded that
“sadly, true justice lies in not sentencing the
accused to undergo imprisonment”, adding that
“if we send the accused to jail, the worst sufferer
will be the victim herself.”

Both the High Court and Supreme Court
barred their cases from being treated as
precedent, with the top court describing this as
an “extraordinary” case. However, empirical
studies suggest that adolescent relationships,
especially above 16 years, is not extraordinary but
a common reality. An Enfold study of 1,715
“romantic cases” showed that out of 7,064
POCSO judgments in Assam, Maharashtra and
‘West Bengal between 2016 to 2020, 24.3%
involved romantic relationships, with 82% of
victims in such cases refusing to testify against
the accused. Another study by Enfold and P39A
on judicial trends in 264 cases under Section 6,
POCSO Act from these States found that 25.4%
involved consensual relationships.

Various High Courts have emphasised that
criminalising consensual sex was never the
objective of the POCSO Act, while scientific
studies confirm that sexual exploration is normal
for older adolescents. However, recently the
Bombay High Court in Aakash Waghmare vs State
of Maharashtra (2025) refused to quash a case
involving a consensual relationship, by stating
that such petitions should wait until the
government considers the suggestion of
decriminalisation of adolescent sexual
relationships under POCSO Act. This judicial
reluctance reveals the limitations of case-by-case
exceptions and the urgent need for structural
reform.

The system that continues to fail

‘With remarkable candour, the Supreme Court
acknowledged, “This case is an illustration of the
complete failure of our society and our legal
system.” Community humiliation, family
abandonment, paternalistic judicial language,
absent child protection systems, corrupt legal
practices and sensationalist media coverage
contributed to her seven-year ordeal. However,

the Court’s assumption that implementation of
the rehabilitative provisions under the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
by the Child Welfare Committee would ensure
that “no victim will face the situation which the
victim in the case had to face”, belies the
experience of many adolescent girls, who
routinely endure institutionalisation, humiliation
and the deprivation of liberty in such cases.

A victim, but of what?

As the law sets the age of consent at 18 —a
development from 2012 before which it was 16 —
the Supreme Court, in its initial judgment, did
not envisage any non-exploitative consensual
relationship involving an adolescent. The
Supreme Court dismissed the observation of the
Calcutta High Court that “the law undermines the
identity of adolescent girls by casting them as
victims, thereby rendering them voiceless”, as
“shocking”, indicating a paternalistic approach
unable to imagine such adolescents as anything
but victims.

However, the expert Committee report
emphatically stated that “the law saw it as a
crime, the victim did not... the legal crime did not
cause any trauma on this particular victim. It was
the consequences thereafter”. Her trauma
stemmed not from the relationship itself but from
police involvement, court proceedings, and her
struggle to secure her partner’s release while
raising a child alone.

This case exposes the fundamental tensions
within the POCSO Act and ground realities of
adolescent sexuality. The girl’s consent was
undeniably flawed, given her age, poverty, lack of
a supportive environment and the cultural
acceptability of child marriage, a lack of
opportunities, and exposure and life choices
beyond marriage. Nevertheless, it exemplifies the
need to re-examine the blanket approach under
the POCSO Act and its assumption that all sexual
acts involving adolescents are inherently
exploitative.

Young people who choose to marry early are
often asserting their agency through the very
limited options available within patriarchal
structures. While consent may be flawed in such
cases, it is crucial to interrogate state responses
and whether they are support-oriented, shape
the ability to exercise choice, and expand
options. True justice requires moving beyond
criminalising all adolescent relationships. Instead
it must recognise consent of those above 16 years
with conditions in which consent will be invalid
such as coercion, and sexual relationships with
persons in positions of trust and authority. It also
necessitates addressing the root causes of
underage elopements and power imbalances in
intimate relationships. The Court’s direction to
the central government to consider measures for
comprehensive sexuality education, life-skills
training, emergency assistance, counselling
services and comprehensive data collection on
these interventions, is a step in this direction.

The Issue with Criminalising All Adolescent Relationships

A fFeR Fael &1 3rRTer A AuiY F o Y gHERE
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The Supreme Court’s Sentencing in Adolescent Privacy Case (May 2025)
ekt 1 fsrar Amwer & gler FE w1 7o w9 Aok (7§ 2025)

The Supreme Court of India’s sentencing judgment in Re: Right to Privacy of
Adolescents (May 2025) is a remarkable example of the Court revisiting its stance by
prioritising the voice of the young person most impacted by the criminal case initiated
for her protection.

Re: Right to Privacy of Adolescents (A5 2025) H Rd & Waled ~qTATIT &1 FIT
"t foir 38 Ul &7 seaeea 3amoT 8, SieT 3ered o 3o @ Rufd «
YATEaR et §U 3 ey Y mmarer 1 grafAehar &1, St 3E% TRET0T & foT
frT 9T RIS AT @ @Ew 7S gafad g8 o

The Court exercised its extraordinary jurisdictioﬁD under Article 142 of the
Constitution, and did not impose any sentence on a young man convicted of aggravated
penetrative sexual assault under Section 6 of the POCSO Act.

eTeld o WALl & IHeqedd 142 % dgd 39 fRAAwfasr &= %1 v faar 3k
POCSO sfafaasr & 4rT 6 & dgd MR 45 Fla7 3cfisar & i v Jas 1 warr

e G|

The case involved a 14-year-old girl from rural West Bengal who left her home to be
with a 25-year-old man.

Ig ATHCT 9Rae e & AT AT Ay 14 iy ashr @ ST o1, S 25 Nty gEw H
Y /ol & T &)X A ol 15 AN

The criminal justice process was initiated by her mother.
TAITRIF 1T GO &1 YBHTT ST AT E@RT &1 1S 2|

Although she stayed in a shelter and was restored to her mother, she left again due to
stigma, humiliation, and surveillance from her family.

96 3O AT Yo} A W@ AR A1 & ar aw st 78, dAfheT werp, AT HR

I & FROT R A 38 gad F 9 dlie T
They got married and had a child in 2021, when the girl was 17 years old.
3ogiel faame T fordm 3R 2021 # U SroET E3M, ST ASHT 17 a§ A

The man was later arrested and tried for kidnapping, rape, aggravated penetrative
sexual assault, and child marriage.

gIE # 3 I3V Y FARFaR fhar a3 3R 38 01 H9EI0T, TAER, MR A gl
3cdtger 3T arer faamg 1 HHeAT Tl

Despite noting the helplessness of the girl in court, with the child on her lap, the
POCSO Special Court sentenced the accused to 20 years imprisonment, constrained
by stringent legal provisions.

mﬁmmﬁﬁvaﬁaﬁmaﬂMgaﬂ,Pocsoﬁmmﬁ
mmoa&@rmw,wﬁagxgmﬁm@mggam

In 2022, during appeal, the Calcutta High Court recognised her distress — cut off by
her family and left to care for the baby and a mother-in-law with cancer, while fighting for
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her partner’s release.

2022 ® e & RIS, Farwdl 3T FAR—TAT A 3T AT ' TSR FIr — IR
d 37T I & 913, god AR FaR Nfsa ama r c@arer # ol W@, 3R ardr &
Res & fow dav &7 & 41

e The High Court acknowledged the socio-economic background of the couple who did
not understand that their relationship constituted an offence.

3T ST A 38 AT Y WATAF-3AF qeasfar o TR T, i ag wwsr
8 8T T & foh SoTehT HelHl Flefell IORTE 2T

e Taking a “humane view of the matter to do complete justice”, the High Court
reversed the lower court’s conviction.

3T~ o HATHC $I “ATAA gfeeHhIoT § S@HT Yo« Fa” & fore fawelt
retad & favkr @ gere fmm|

o While noting that the approach under POCSO renders adolescents vulnerable to
criminal prosecutions for normative sexual behaviour, the High Court also made
problematic comments.

TE TAPR A §U fF POCSO & e 3T 1T FTEEhIOT foheiRT b1 AT Fter
PR F v rfas affeies 1 99 F o 7, 359 e A e Aaees
fecaforat ofr i

e One such comment was that female adolescents should “control sexual urge/urges as

in the eyes of society she is the looser when she gives in to enjoy the sexual pleasure
of hardly two minutes”.

35 ¥ U ool Ig off i freik asfral o1 gl seamsi 1 Aafa & afge
FLifeh FATST T 7o H Tg §RA aTell gicll ¢, 59 dg & Aete & Aa g@ & v
FAYOT FIAT g1

Top Court’s Intervention

gafea AT #T g&dal9

e Following media outrage over these remarks, the Supreme Court, in December 2023,
took up the matter suo motu in Re: the Right to Privacy of Adolescents.

3o feoqforar ) AfSAr & 3R & 91, Hafed ~aTed 7 REaw 2023 7 Re: the

Right to Privacy of Adolescents ATHT H ¥ad: WA [T

o |t restored the accused’s conviction and rejected the concepts of “non-exploitative”
sexual acts with a minor aged 14 years, and the category of “older adolescents”.

AT o 3R & GaT T81er 7 31K 14 a€ i arafeer F e “dr-eivorary” gl
T UT “f0F 37 F R’ A Ao AT guRomIt F AEER FT AT

¢ Incidentally, both these concepts are recognised in international human rights law and
medical parlance, respectively.
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TMRcTere & fh T Sl IAURUNT HARTSET ATATEFR Fhefet AR Rfrcahr
egTaelt F AT e g
¢ General Comment No. 20 by the Committee on the Rights of the Child under the

UNCRC, exhorts States to “avoid criminalizing adolescents of similar ages for factually
consensual and non-exploitative sexual activity”.

UNCRC & dgd o1« 3fOaR afafa i asea feouoht s&ar 20 # U3t &t I8
gollg &I 915 § &6 9T 37 & FeRT &l dazacas §9 ¥ dgAfa ae 3R IR-

NYUTRRT AT 8T & T 3mqufees a §41e’|

o Before finalising the sentence, in August 2024, the Court directed the State to appoint
an expert committee comprising a clinical psychologist, a social scientist, and a
child welfare officer.

IET 2024 F Folr 3ifaH T 24 T Ugel, 3Edd o ToF HI U Qv afafa
fged e 1 Ady fear e e Fafawa aadafas, te aenfas dafas ik
Ueh aT Hed1or AR enfAer &t

e The purpose was to ascertain whether the “victim” — now an adult — wanted to
continue living with the accused or accept State benefits.

3¢aRyT Ig AT AT o “Rf3ar — 319 gaFH § — ARA & Y el gy g A7
I WHR ¢aRT QU T 187 TSR HLT argr 2l

e The committee’s report and Court’s interaction with the woman revealed the
emotional and financial toll and “collective failure of systems” in protecting her.

wfafa $r RAE AR AfRer & A1 ered H aiadha & T T g3 & 37 |
HraeTcA® 3R fdE dier usT 3R 38 WA F A sqaeunaHt fr aEReF Awerar
W

e The Court recognised the profound irony of the case — the young woman used her
sparse resources fighting for the perpetrator’s release, fell into debt, and moved court
to court.

JeTeld o 38 AH &I A RAsaar A TR fhar — Faar F 9=t Hifa dare=i
&1 39N 3T i R & v B, wer # 39 a1, 3 3rerera & 3rgrerd S|

e It concluded that “true justice lies in not sentencing the accused”, and that “if jailed,
the victim would suffer the most.”

31eTed & vy Aerer & “@=ar # 3R A Felr F & # &7, 3 IR 3l
ST ST o §aR A% fifzar & A

o Both the High Court and Supreme Court barred these cases from being treated as
precedents, calling it an “extraordinary” case.

3o AT AR wafea ST, gt F 5 A H AR F FT H AT T HAT
frar 3R 38 U “IHATUROT ATHAAT T

e However, empirical studies show adolescent relationships, especially above 16
years, are common, not rare.
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gTeliteh, 3TReT 9X MR edda Gara § & fFealRt & e, /AT 16 9§ T FX,
AT §, 3FETUROT 7T |
¢ An Enfold study of 1,715 romantic cases out of 7,064 POCSO judgments in Assam,

Maharashtra, and West Bengal (2016—2020) found 24.3% involved romantic
relationships.

TehIes & UF HeqqT & 2016 ¥ 2020 & & 3rWHA, HgRIse 3T qfRas amer & 7,064
POCSO fAoiaY & & 1,715 VAR ATHT o1 faawor fmam o, 59 24.3% UHIfCH
gaut & 3 2

e Among these, 82% victims refused to testify against the accused.

TH O 82% Hifzal o 3t & e A & ¥ sAFR I fem|
e Another study by Enfold and P39A on 264 Section 6 POCSO cases found 25.4%
involved consensual relationships.

Trhies 3R P39A GaRT 4RT 6 POCSO ATHW! 6T 264 AT X &I 31§ Teh Hed TTal
H grar 3T T 25.4% A ¥ AT aT U A

e Various High Courts have emphasized that criminalising consensual sex was never
the intent of the POCSO Act.

faffes 3=9 =l A I Tose R & 6 aeafa @ o= Il waut & s
&N, POCSO IAfAId 1 35827 sl w181 ol

o Scientific studies affirm that sexual exploration is normal for older adolescents.

afas regTat @ I8 Ao @ar § o 3f®e 37 & Y & Il s g

g gl

o However, in Aakash Waghmare vs State of Maharashtra (2025), the Bombay High
Court refused to quash a case of consensual relationship, stating such matters must
await government’s decision on decriminalisation.

gTli{oh, THIA ATHAR FATH HERISE AT (2025) H, 915 FIEHIE o WeATd & aF

Y & ATHC HT GG Pl @ FAPR Y &A1 3R gl & 0@ Al A a9 T UF
@1 TIRT S aF WER RN dla @aet & srmmengfFastor w Aoy =g

o

o This judicial reluctance highlights the limitations of case-by-case relief and the urgent
need for structural reform.

Ig ~ATRA® HTATST ATHAT-SI-ATHAT FATHTA Hr ATHT A7 IR Fr & 3R
VCAATCHS GUR FT dchrel HTRIFAT 1 g2l

The System That Continues to Fail
IE SUTEUT ST AR AET & W ¥
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With remarkable candour, the Supreme Court acknowledged, “This case is an
illustration of the complete failure of our society and our legal system.”

st AR $ATERY & @Y, AT FIE A TR FRT, “Ig AT AN FHS AR
FIeTAT JOTTelt T quT fadherar &1 veh 3emedor 1"
Community humiliation, family abandonment, paternalistic judicial language,

absent child protection systems, corrupt legal practices, and sensationalist media
coverage contributed to her seven-year ordeal.

yorrelt #r Irquieyfay, srse FegE wiFar, 3R gawsEs A Rafér a sqdr g
grer &1 st H Fer|

The Court’s assumption that implementation of rehabilitative provisions under the
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 would ensure that “no
victim will face the situation which the victim in the case had to face”, belies the
experience of many adolescent girls.

3feTeld &1 Tg URoT o frelR wamr arfafae, 2015 & qaatw wraemEl & o) S
g Niear 39 TAfa 1 Grear A&7 Sl S 579 Al F NfSAr I Her g3y,
5 frarlt wsfral & srperal & Rada g

Such girls routinely endure institutionalisation, humiliation, and deprivation of
liberty in similar cases.

0 iRl Y gEera AT, A9AE, 3R Toaaar @ IRT g SO et ar
gt g

A Victim, But of What?
s Yifzdar, afFa Fa aa 2

As the law sets the age of consent at 18 — a 2012 development, before which it was
16 — the Supreme Court in its initial judgment did not envisage any non-exploitative
consensual relationship involving an adolescent.

Hielet H WEgAfY A MY 18 ¢ 7 &Y a1$ § — TE 2012 F frar = aRadar g, 359
UEel IE 16 a¥ A — AT A FIE A 3 IRAS 0T A FE I-aworsr
HeATT FaY FT FodaT g1 |

The Supreme Court dismissed the Calcutta High Court’s observation that “the law

undermines the identity of adolescent girls by casting them as victims, thereby rendering
them voiceless”, calling it “shocking”, indicating a paternalistic approach.

A HIE o Felhdl Iod AT HT 38 feoqoll 1 "dFe arer sord gU TR X
fear o “alefer foreiy orsfanal & ugermer A HASIT dr § 3R 3% AfSar same
farafe oY gar &7, [9ed v wete gfeeHIor &1 Hehe TAelaT &

However, the expert Committee report emphatically stated, “The law saw it as a
crime, the victim did not... the legal crime did not cause any trauma on this
particular victim. It was the consequences thereafter.”
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greliieh, fareiysr afffa #r RAE A Tavc &0 & e, “FfeT o 5/ IR A, Afdhe
ﬁ%mﬁaﬁ...mﬁm#ﬁaﬂémaﬁ§3ﬂ,mmmﬁ
gRFefaEt & 3@ smard ggan

e Her trauma stemmed not from the relationship, but from police involvement, court

proceedings, and her struggle to secure her partner’s release while raising a child
alone.

35! 3T Redt @ 18t afos gfew i g@e, =fs gftan, 3 s e #1 Rerd
¥ foT ¥ad @ o1, SafE a8 Fa Tod FT qreT F @ A

e This case exposes the fundamental tensions within the POCSO Act and the ground
realities of adolescent sexuality.

Ig HIHAT POCSO sfarfaasr 7 Hisig Herqa aammat 3K freik dler sqaew #r
AREATAHATIHT B ISR AT B

e The girl's consent was undeniably flawed, given her age, poverty, lack of a supportive
environment, cultural acceptability of child marriage, and limited life choices.

st i geATa fAfdare &0 @ eyt o, #2ifF a5 Fa 37, T, FerF ararawor
&1 &t arer R fr wrepfas w@hFla, 3R AfAT saa Rwedt & qgd o
¢ Nevertheless, it exemplifies the need to re-examine the blanket approach under the

POCSO Act and its assumption that all sexual acts involving adolescents are
inherently exploitative.

e o, 75 30 a1a 1 fAarer § f POCSO sfafawsr & wmwew giewor ik 5w
Aegar fF freRt & SpoT &0 I Way FEnnfaEs w7 @ AworEr g g,
Yeadlide Y ATTRIHAT o |

e Young people who choose to marry early are often asserting their agency through
limited options within patriarchal structures.

ST gar Sredl &Y &l fdehed Toidd 8, 3 31l Rquercas 3 & diffa f{wedt &
TR 3eT T (FATIAAT) Tehe I &1
 While consent may be flawed in such cases, it is crucial to interrogate state responses,

and whether they are support-oriented, shape the ability to exercise choice, and
expand options.

T & O AHCl 7 TgAld Ifeqor g1 TRl 8, AfdheT T 319w+ & o6 g7 T A
wfafsranait & s Y, & a1 3 weAeen®, ReFeT gaa i &7ar # JFR S
arell, 3R faweul #1 RAFaR F:a ardr 81

e True justice requires moving beyond criminalising all adolescent relationships.
TedT F dd AeT Sa g7 Tt el Gaul 1 39 Sg3 A AT J 37T §eT|

e Instead, it must recognise consent of those above 16 years, with conditions such as
coercion and positions of trust and authority rendering consent invalid.

g% Fod, SH 16 a¥ ¥ FUT o TheART ST WEATT HI ATIAT Al ATgU, TS
FaeEdt, 3R favar ar wffsR fr Rufa kit Tufaar 7 ggafa sy aE av)
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¢ |t also necessitates addressing the root causes of underage elopements and power
imbalances in intimate relationships.

Ig o 39T § & A FH 370 &F N F A 3T afass d@eut & oafFa
AT & HeT FRON T TAS IR FATUT |

e The Court’s direction to the central government to consider comprehensive sexuality

education, life-skills training, emergency assistance, counselling services, and
data collection is a step in this direction.

IETeId &1 g AIHR I FAT AT e, faer Fherer wiRaTor, saTaeweis Fgr,
et A, 3R 3eT WAgur W IR e &1 e 34 fem # ve Ageaqut FaA ¢

The need to protect India’s
linguistic secularism

LETTER & SPIRIT

C.B.P. Srivastava

ndia’s diversity in religion and
language is one of the primary
factors which protects the secular
character of the nation, ensuring its
unity and integrity. But while religion and
language are the two most crucial aspects
of any culture, these are also the
predominant cross-cultural barriers. This
is clearly visible in recent communal
tensions and the violence in Maharashtra.
Secularism in India is different from
what the West practises. When the
concept originated in England in the
mid-19th century, it was explained that
there should be complete separation
between the state and religion without
criticising any of the prevalent religious
beliefs. India too accepted this notion and
incorporated the concept in the

Constitution in the form of rights to
religious freedom. These rights are based
on the principles of religious tolerance
and equality. Every person has the equal
right to freedom of conscience and to
profess, practise and propagate his
religion. This makes India truly secular as
the state does not have its own religion.
However, the unique aspect of Indian
secularism is not only related to religion
but it is also concerned with language.
Indian secularism is neither pro-religion
or language, nor against. Yet it is not
neutral either. It is incorporated in the
Constitution as a state policy and it
empowers the state to take steps against

communalism, be it religious or linguistic.

Official vs national language

This is the reason why we do not and
cannot have a national language. In order
to protect linguistic diversity, the Eighth
Schedule of the Constitution includes 22
languages. As India is a unitary

According to the 2011 Census, India has 121 languages and 270 mother tongues

federation, that is, a Union of States,
Article 343 enshrines that the official
language of the Union shall be Hindi in

Devanagari script. The States are free to

Respecting diversity

Such diversity needs to be protected;
each and every language irrespective of
region or State must be shown respect.
This is the only way to protect India’s
linguistic secularism. Many southern and
northeastern States have resisted the
imposition of Hindi, citing fears of
cultural domination. Dravidian
movements in Tamil Nadu historically
opposed Hindi imposition, favouring
Tamil and English. Maharashtra, however,
has emerged as the most sensitive State so
far as the language debate is concerned.
The recent violence against the

non- Mdthl population is the

choose their own official This
arrangement is due to the fact that in
India, States are culturally integrated and
no State is permitted to go out of it in the
name of distinct language or culture.
Article 29 incorporates that any section
of citizens of India including minority
groups shall have the right to protect their
language, script or culture, and that
language cannot be the ground for
discrimination. According to the 2011
Census, India has 121 languages and 270

of identity politics.
Definitely, it is not to protect its cultural
identity. Had it been related to the
protection of culture, the “protectors” of
Marathi language would have considered
that ‘tolerance’ and ‘liberality’ are the two
pillars of India’s unity in diversity.

India has always accepted different
religions, ideas, lifestyles, food habits etc.,
mainly because of its liberal and tolerant
attitude. In a globalising world, a
conservative leaning towards rellglon or

will lead to a of

mother tongues. About 96.71% pof

of the country have one of the 22
scheduled languages as their mother
tongue. Finally, the Census says that the
121 languages are presented in two parts,
languages included in the Eighth
Schedule, and languages not included
(99) in the Eighth Schedule.

society and tear apart the secular fabric.
Political parties have the onus to
ensure the protection of India’s diversity
which has been well shielded by the
Constitution.
C.B.P. Srivastava is President, Centre for
Applied Research in Governance, Delhi

The need to protect India’s linguistic secularism

TR Y $ITHTS G TATA&TAT Y T&TT Y 3TaeTHdT

e According to the 2011 Census, India has 121 languages and 270 mother tongues.
2011 Y SAIOTAT & 3THN, R 7 121 19T 3 270 AT |

o India’s diversity in religion and language is one of the primary factors which protects
the secular character of the nation, ensuring its unity and integrity.

R 7 &3t 3 a1 B fafaeram ag FEg HROT Y S &or o gaAfAdar Fawd S T Hich &

3R sHT wardr AR Ir@sar gAfRad a8

o But while religion and language are the two most crucial aspects of any culture, these
are also the predominant cross-cultural barriers.

THE GIST

v

While religion and language are
the two most crucial aspects of
any culture, these are also the
predominant cross-cultural
barriers.

v

Article 29 incorporates that any
section of citizens of India
including minority groups shall
have the right to protect their
language, script or culture.

v

Such diversity needs to be
protected; each and every
language irrespective of region
or State must be shown
respect.
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gTetiTeh et 3 31T el off FEapfcy & oy Aol 6o &, I6 WEFpfa & a1 wog@
ST 57
o This is clearly visible in recent communal tensions and the violence in Maharashtra.

e el & 3 HeRTSE H g8 Wiverds dara 3R fFar & wose &9 @ fewrs gar g

Indian Secularism vs Western Secularism

HRART AfARYeTar gt afves) eeifadatar

Secularism in India is different from what the West practises.
SR # eifAAeTdr 39 §9 & 376197 § St qfea et & 3rqard st §1

¢ In mid-19th century England, secularism meant complete separation between state
and religion without criticising any religion.

193t & F T 7 7l A wafaderar &1 3 a1 ve 3R et & e Ut quEor, e
ferelY et T 3rrelieret &

o India accepted this notion and incorporated it in the Constitution through the rights to
religious freedom.

HRA = 38 ATYUROT & I AR 38 enfdfer Taaaar & AfAFRT & &7 & wfaeme 7
enfAe foRam|

e These rights are based on religious tolerance and equality.
¥ it anfde afesorar A gATeTar & Rcural W 3maid g

o Every person has the right to freedom of conscience, to profess, practise, and
propagate religion.
& SITF ol ITRTCAT Y FTIAAAT, T3 I AT, ITelel A 3 TAR FIA H7 3R |
e The state has no religion, making India truly secular.

TS T IS YA ¢ §, ST AR Fl IEAT H GATRIET TATAT ¢ |

Language and Indian Secularism

araT 31 TR et faaeTaT

¢ Indian secularism is not only about religion, but also about language.
HRAT YHTARIETAT Fhael T3 A AT, dfos s & off Tefaa §

o Itis neither pro-religion/language nor anti-religion/language, yet not neutral either.
TE o Y TA/HT & J8T A §, 7 & R &, Afena T o et sity 71t &1

o |tis part of state policy, empowering the state to act against religious or linguistic
communalism.

g T AN &1 REar & S U &t enfiies a1 $19TE WiverRAwdar & f&erh sRars s &l
PR AT B

Official vs National Language

AT TATH IS $T8T
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e This is why India does not and cannot have a national language.
TET HRUT ¢ Toh AR H IS TSET HTIT g1 § 31T o7 & g Fehell &1

o To protect linguistic diversity, Eighth Schedule of the Constitution includes 22
languages.

strer$ fafdrerar & e o forw, @iy i et st 7 22 srasit s enfAer fehar arn
gl

e As a Union of States, Article 343 declares Hindi in Devanagari script as the official
language of the Union.

HRT Teh AT T W &, 3N IHeTeds 343 & IHJaR gamny fafy & Ry = war iy
AR HT9T 9T foham I &1

o States are free to choose their own official languages.
T 370N T4 A IFAFRF $19¢ oAl & fow Faaiv &

e Article 29 ensures that minority groups have the right to preserve their language,
script, or culture, and language cannot be a basis for discrimination.

3T 29 Ig GlATRHd e § foh cqaeas gl 1 39s1 o, fafdy I avpfar 1
TET e 1 ATAFR &, 3T AT &F 3R G AGHTT 76T THIT ST FeheT|

e As per the 2011 Census, India has 121 languages and 270 mother tongues.
2011 3 SAIVTAT & 3TTER, R 7 121 HTWIT 3 270 AT &

e 96.71% population speaks one of the 22 scheduled languages as mother tongue.
96.71% STTHEAT <hl ATTHTNT H 22 AT TN H § H1S T 3|

e The 121 languages are categorised as those included and not included (99) in the
Eighth Schedule.

121 $ToT3HT 7 3T regert # anfArer 3 anforer 7dt (99) & w9 A aefieper fopam aram &1

Respecting Diversity

afatrar 1 gFAET

e Such diversity needs protection; all languages must be respected irrespective of
region or State.

$H TehX hl Tafarerar Y T&TT aee &; §< 3191 1 &1 AT A & dae[e JEAT el
qIfgu|

o This is the only way to protect India’s linguistic secularism.
TET AT & T R Y TS UATATIRTAT T I8TT T T Tehell B

o Southern and northeastern States have resisted Hindi imposition, citing cultural
domination fears.

gfaroT 3R qafax et o Y avae a1 farier fana B, wivgpfas a€va & 3T garen oo

[
o Bravidian movements in Tamil Nadu historically opposed Hindi, favouring Tamil and
English.
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mﬁmmﬁﬁﬁmwﬁﬁmﬁwmmmwﬁﬁﬁ
TrIfHehar &

Maharashtra has emerged as the most sensitive State in the language debate.
HATRISE HIVT T6H 7 T Hagerefier ToT & §I H I ¢

Recent violence against non-Marathi population is an example of identity politics,
not cultural protection.

giferam 3-AST Nt o1 AT ggraer Y TSty i1 3ergIoT §, FEpiar hr 6T e |

True cultural protectors would know that tolerance and liberality are the pillars of
India’s unity in diversity.

T Hikepiceh &Teh Sfield & o fesorar 3R 3erar, s iy fafaerar & vaar & wdsr €
India has always accepted different religions, ideas, lifestyles, food habits, because
of its liberal and tolerant attitude.

AR = gAer fafiee uat, Rawi, shaerdteh 3t sierer 1 ameal 1 3er 3k afgsoy
gfeeaIor & HROT TR R B

In a globalising world, any conservative tilt towards religion or language will
fragment society and damage the secular fabric.

dedfiaor & SR A et 37 aTeT A AR T FATS T fAsiHT FII 3R eAfARYeT -

aﬁaﬂmmqﬁm?rrl

Polltlcal partles are responsible for protecting India’s diversity as guaranteed by the
Constitution.

Tstelifaa gal sl [OFAGRT § 76 3 IR &r

Drone attack shuts US-run oil field - rfaear #rven =t, fory aifvum o

in Iraq’s autonomous Kurdistan TR e T B

-

3 Israel strikes Syrian troops
sent into the Druze-
dominated Sweida

SIS o ToT-T8[ca aTe FdlaT
#H 99 1T AT ARFT W
g fomar

-------------------- AFP

A GSTMapping oo oo oo

A drone strike on Tuesday forced a U.S. firm to suspend operations  |grael launches strikes in Sweida
atan oil field in Irag’s autonomous Kurdistan region, the latestin a Yo7 3 S f

string of attacks targeting the region’s energy facilities. Officials said ST o " e

the Sarsang oil field in Duhok was hit, denouncing the strike “an act

of terrorism against the region’s vital economic infrastructure”. AP
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e Israel launched strikes on Tuesday against Syrian government forces in the Druze-
majority region of Sweida, saying it was acting to protect the religious minority.

SONISel o HITAR Y FhaT & go-ager &7 7 WINAE TIHR well & el goel YE fHh,
WW?%H@WW@TW*%@WW@TWI

Damascus had deployed its troops to Sweida after clashes between Druze fighters and
Bedouin tribes killed more than 100 people.

gfeF o FaT A v el 1 S T a1 519 g wrsTet 3N dStee Sretenfal & e grsdt A
100 ¥ 311 T AR aTT &

The Druze Community
R IR

e The Druze are a distinct religious and ethnic group primarily residing in the Levant
region, with significant populations in Lebanon, Syria, Israel, and Jordan, along with a
global diaspora.

o oo Uw fafdrse afdie 3 Sl W € S e w9 @ daia e A w8, e dee,
W, sorrse, 3R ST 7 Agcayol mendr &, @y & ARas vardh wae o &)

e Their faith, rooted in 11th-century Isma’ili Shi'a Islam, has evolved into a unique and
secretive religion that incorporates elements of Neoplatonism, Gnosticism, and other
philosophical traditions.

o 3ofepr faRaTd, ST 114t rarEdl & sEATSAN RIAT SEAH F AR & Toh refady 3R e
uﬁﬁﬁaﬁagm%sﬁmﬁaﬁw,m,aﬂ?mmmmaﬁaﬁaaﬁaﬁ
AT T &

Historical Background

e eosf

e The Druze religion emerged in the early 11th century during the reign of the Fatimid
Caliph Al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah in Egypt.

o oo TR 11 aared 7 v 7 wifafag @edlter sre-afFa - seame &
AR & ERTT 3T

o |t was formalized by key figures like Hamza ibn Ali and Al-Mugqgtana Bahauddin, who
propagated the teachings that form the core of Druze theology.
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o FUEHSAT Foof 3Mell 3R HAT-HFAAT TETBeEIA S VAT SAfFAAT earT JHoamiRer &9 e
T, TSiogiel gt 4RI & el &l Follel dlell RT3 &1 Jar foha|

e Origin (1017 CE): The Druze faith began when Al-Hakim, revered as a divine figure,
initiated a reform movement within Isma’ili Shi’a Islam.

o 39 (1017 $&l): g faearw a9 & §mmm—gﬁn,ﬁ#waﬁuwﬁr$mﬁ
QT ST T, & 3EATSel RAT 3FaeT & #fia T U 3ficielet Y& fohal

o His followers, led by Hamza, preached a new doctrine emphasizing monotheism and
esoteric knowledge.

o 3oIch AR, §AS & siqjed H, TheaRdlg iR I[g AT W S &4 arell Teh o RA&ToT 0t
TaR feha|

e Closure of Conversion (1043 CE): By 1043 CE, the Druze stopped accepting new
converts, making their community exclusive and closed to outsiders.

o  TUEIOT FT 9 T (1043 $FT): 1043 $F I, g o AT AN I TSR FEAT 6 T
fear, fored 371 aAer Ay ik ad o & faw sgar
e This decision has shaped their insular identity.

o 39 f0TT & 3AHT sremaardl ggae A 3R AT

o Persecution and Migration: Facing persecution from Sunni and other Shi’a groups, the
Druze migrated to the mountainous regions of Mount Lebanon, Jabal al-Druze in Syria,
and parts of Galilee in modern-day Israel, where they established tight-knit communities.

o 3cfisd IR g Goolt 3N 377 AT Foggh & 3cdiser &7 AHAT A & HROT, g3 A
AT, €T H Sraer rA-ge, 3R 3yl sorge AT & Fo Teat # gy a6 A
Tl 9T, STET 3opiel uferss Far L1fid fhu|

Core Beliefs and Practices
A fearw 3w game

o The Druze faith is esoteric, meaning its full teachings are reserved for a select group of
religious elites called ‘uqqal (the enlightened).

o oot A g ¥, fower 31 § for saehr qui e aiffis siffeel & v wafaa @ &
fov smfara §, foeg sarTer (Ygee) a1 o &

e The majority of Druze, known as juhhal (the uninitiated), follow basic ethical guidelines
but do not have access to sacred texts.

o TR g, TSIt SEeTer (31A=T) & §9 # S STar g, gy Afaw fenfadat
¢ Monotheism: The Druze are strictly monotheistic, believing in one God whose attributes
are incomprehensible to humans.
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o THETES: Fof heed Theadral 8, Sl Teh $RaT A faeard il § foraeh o1 #osat & faw
3T §

« Reincarnation: A central tenet is the belief in reincarnation, where souls are reborn into
new Druze bodies immediately after death, ensuring the continuity of the community.

o ASAA: U ol [@etia gersietar # favard €, Sl AeTd 7cg & Jid a1 A0 g Ry
A Gerolatel el 8, Tad T i falavar gafkad gidr 2|

o Esoteric Scriptures: The Druze holy texts, known as the Epistles of Wisdom (Rasa’il al-
Hikma), are accessible only to the ‘uqqal.

o e T gy 9T Ty, O Resw F 97 (IR HA-REHA) & T & W ST &, Had
3FHT & [T FoIoT |

e These texts blend Islamic teachings with Greek philosophy and mysticism.

o ¥ Y FTATH RT3 I AR ot 3R wEgare & g AffaT ad ¢l

o Seven Commandments: Instead of the five pillars of Islam, the Druze follow seven
ethical principles, including truthfulness, loyalty to the community, and renunciation of
worldly desires.

o U AN SEAH & T FaHl & T, gt A1 Afaw Reial &1 aoet #a §, o
TAfAsaT, GHETT & Yid IHEHY, 3N WHNE T3 HT AT ATAST &

o Secrecy and Non-Proselytization: The Druze do not proselytize, and their religious
practices are kept private, contributing to their enigmatic reputation.

wEHRd gfaser & aeree dr B

Social and Cultural Characteristics

grTfa® IR aepfas Rdvaw

e The Druze are known for their strong sense of community, loyalty, and resilience, shaped
by centuries of living as a minority in often hostile environments.

o GO YT AT AT HTeleAT, FBIGRY, 3T aeliemaet & AU e S &, S 31 argarqer
ATATaROT H HETEETF & ®7 A AT T el § 3R foram arar gl
e Ethnic Identity: The Druze consider themselves an ethnoreligious group, with a distinct

identity separate from Arab or other regional identities, though they often speak Arabic
and integrate into local cultures.

o ST UEH: g3 e I Toh ATHI-a1fdiew Foqg AT €, [SieTehl 3rerT ggetet 3Ra a1 31y
AT ggETl @ 37e9T B, Freliieh d R I dlerd § 3R Tl segfaat 7 vhied g
gl

e Community Structure: Druze society is tightly knit, with a focus on mutual support.
Marriage outside the community is rare, preserving their distinct identity.
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FHER WAL gt FATSr ufarss g, 0 IReaRe goda R edre fgar Siem 81 @egers
& aTeX farare geter &, ST 37ht Raflrse wgater o ERfETT e g

o Cultural Practices: Druze festivals and traditions often revolve around religious sites
like tombs of prophets (e.g., Prophet Shu’ayb’s shrine in Israel).

o WEFfaF TAC gof FER 3R RN e arffiF Tgel S8 et it Fal (3601 &
fore, germse 7 Yerex qua #1 AfRT) F &G gl §
e They celebrate Eid al-Adha but interpret it differently from mainstream Islam.

o T HA-FUTHATT § ofchel 3H FEIURT SEATH { Tl cieh § AT A ¢

Geographical Distribution and Demographics

sitnfare Aaver 3R sSaafEgdT

¢ The Druze population is estimated to be around 1 to 1.5 million worldwide, with the
majority concentrated in the Levant.

o Gof IMETEr faeT TR WX oEeer 1 /1.5 I gler 1 AT & oA arferenier dara A
higd &

e Lebanon: Approximately 250,000-300,000 Druze live in Mount Lebanon and the Chouf
region, making up about 5% of Lebanon’s population.

e QAT TR 250,000-300,000 T AST At AR A &7 & T 8, S ey

HTETEY T ITHIT 5% B |
e Syria: Around 700,000 Druze reside primarily in Jabal al-Druze (Suwayda Governorate),
constituting about 3% of Syria’s population.

o HIRAT: FT7T 700,000 5T LT T @ T IHel-gof (AT Tqee) A Ed &, ST AR
&Y ITETEY T T 3% 3 |

e Israel: Approximately 150,000 Druze live in Galilee and the Golan Heights, forming a
small but significant minority.

o FINIS: TIETHIT 150,000 g e 3R AT gI5cH H W §, I TF oler AfFT Ageaqor
HETHETF HHG e1d &

e They are recognized as a distinct religious community by the Israeli government.

o 3c% FNISell FIHR a1 Ueh fAfdrse afdiF ¥He & §9 F AT 9red B

e Jordan and Diaspora: Smaller communities exist in Jordan (around 20,000) and in
diaspora populations in countries like the United States, Canada, and Australia.

o SIS 3R garE: B WA ST F (ST 20,000) 3R yARH AR H SN wgEFT TS,
FetreT, 3R 3ieefoar 7 Alsg £l
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And International
Relations)

1.

6.

Execution put off, reprieve for Indian nurse in Yemen

IJHAA A AR T8 T BAY <oll, @ AT

. Telangana objects to Banakacherla on agenda of Naidu-

Revanth meet
AIZ-YGd 45 & Tois H TeATaell I AFAT FA |
SAITTAT Y Tt

. SCO shouldn’t compromise on terrorism: Jaishankar

ATdHdre 9T AT 81 81T I1fgu: STHeART

. More than symbolic

$del TdIhIcHS AgT

. IRDAI forms panels to probe violations

IRDAI & Iedgal & ST & forw U1t arfad fFw

Israel strikes Syrian troops sent into the Druze-

dominated Sweida

SIS & TA-Hcd arad FIeT 7 A 17 AN Afarst v

H T o

7.

Brazil, China, India could be hit hard by curbs: NATO

chief

oIS @ A Fgl, Yiaal & sreiier, et 3 9 b oy

Tl &1 Wl &
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Execution
put off,
reprieve for
Indian nurse

Execution put off, reprieve
for Indian nurse in Yemen

-GS Paper II: West Asia

iGS Paper II: Indian Diaspora : .
Kallol Bhattachérjee " In Yemel‘!
NEW DELHI ﬁ

The execution of Indian
nurse Nimisha Priya in Ye-
men, scheduled to take
place on Wednesday, has
been postponed, official
sources said on Tuesday
amid ongoing efforts to
reach a settlement. Ms. Pri-
ya, who hails from Kerala,
has been on death row
since 2018 following her
conviction for the 2017
murder of her former busi-
ness partner.

Sources said negotia-
tions were under way to
reach a settlement with the
victim’s family through the
option of “blood money,”
though the details of the

Prema Kumari (second from right), mother of Nimisha Priya, in
Sana’a amid efforts to reach a settlement in the case. FILE PHOTO

the case, including the
Houthi administration in
the Yemeni capital Sana’a.

“Despite the sensitivi-
ties involved, Indian offi-
cials have been in regular
touch with the local jail
authorities and the prosec-

businessman, Talal Abdo
Mahdi. The ties soured ov-
er financial disputes.

The case has drawn at-
tention not only for its cir-
cumstances but also due to
the complex political situa-
tion in Yemen. The capital,

o The
execution of Indian
nurse Nimisha
Priya in Yemen,
scheduled to take
place on
Wednesday, has
been postponed,
official sources
said on Tuesday
amid ongoing
efforts to reach a

talks remained unclear. utor’s office, leading to se-  Sana’a, where Ms. Priya  gettlement.
An official source in- curing of this postpone- was tried, is under the con- N a3

volved in the matter said ment,” the official said. trol of the Houthi group. T

the Government of India  Earlier reports had sug- The Internationally Recog- T iy CUEL FEA

was providing “all possible  gested that Ms. Priya’s exe- nised Government of Ye- o

assistance” to Ms. Priya, cution was slated for Wed- men operates from Aden. aTelt wTHt 1 T

who had been working in  nesday, though an official The Yemeni embassy in FT AT AT,

Yemen since 2008. The go- announcement had not India had previously is- .

vernment, The Hindu was  been made available. sued a statement that Ms. Ebeaiey '\q“a‘r o

told, is seeking a “mutually Ms. Priya had esta- Priya had not been sen- FITGR Y Tg

agreeable solution” with blished a clinicin Sana’ain  tenced to death by the Go- .

all stakeholders involvedin ~ partnership with a local vernment of Yemen. TSR &, FAIH
gHEla F 94 FHy
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e Ms. Priya, who hails from Kerala, has been on death row since 2018 following her
conviction for the 2017 murder of her former business partner.
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e Sources said negotiations were under way to reach a settlement with the victim’s
family through the option of “blood money,” though the details of the talks
remained unclear.

AT A FaT o fifsa & aRar @ “saz 7l (W7 von) F aRe wwsta & fow s sl
2, gTenfeh STa<a &1 faavor Tase 78t 21

« An official source involved in the matter said the Government of India was
providing “all possible assistance” to Ms. Priya, who had been working in Yemen
since 2008.

TF FFR oF Ta197 F 7R TER AT F1, 51 2008 T IHAT F FTH FIIE &, “g0 THT

HEE” Vel X W &

e The government, The Hindu was told, is seeking a “mutually agreeable solution”
with all stakeholders involved in the case, including the Houthi administration in
the Yemeni capital Sana’a.

g g ST a4 T WIPR 34 ATHS H Tl e, Torast aater Sy Joruret a=m & gt
wernast &Y enfAer §, & aryr “3mu ggAfa arem gATU=” A §

o« ‘“Despite the sensitivities involved, Indian officials have been in regular touch with
the local jail authorities and the prosecutor’s office, leading to securing of this
postponement,” the official said.

Ty & FgT, “FTeTa Y Hagerelerar & Aras(g, AR IFfaF Faeiy S st
3R IfFAATF FETET F FIF F TOR 7o W@, 7S Ig T4 §979 @ 92|

o Earlier reports had suggested that Ms. Priya’s execution was slated for
Wednesday, though an official announcement had not been made available.

gger s Rt 7 Fgr aram o1 B rar fr widh ean st ax Y, greife w15 s
HYoTT 7¢T &Y a1 ot

e Ms. Priya had established a clinic in Sana’a in partnership with a local
businessman, Talal Abdo Mahdi. The ties soured over financial disputes.

B & vt sqaarlt derer arseY Hed) F W WAl H U Ferfasn & 1 o) &t F Req
faeher framel & &ror fers o

o The case has drawn attention not only for its circumstances but also due to the
complex political situation in Yemen.

Ig ATHAT o had 391 IRIEATIAT & FROT gfew 7T A sifee Ta=ifasw Tufa F FRor
ft AT A w@r

o The capital, Sana’a, where Ms. Priya was tried, is under the control of the Houthi
group.
TSTITeAY Well, ST81 AT 1 {FHeAT e, gl e & fAgaor A 71

e The Internationally Recognised Government of Yemen operates from Aden.
IHA Y FAWSET ATIAT I TIFHR TS F HIH FIA |
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e The Yemeni embassy in India had previously issued a statement that Ms. Priya
had not been sentenced to death by the Government of Yemen.

R & T GATaTH o Tge HeT AT 6 I B T TIHR A Brel) Y T 11 &Y &

Telangana objects to Banakacherla
on agenda of Naidu-Revanth meet

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Uncertainty prevails over
the meeting between the
Chief Ministers of Telanga-
na and Andhra Pradesh at
the behest of Jal Shakti Mi-
nister C.R. Patil in New Del-
hi on Wednesday following
strong objections raised by
Telangana over inclusion
of the Polavaram-Banaka-
cherla Link Project pro-
posed by Andhra Pradesh
on the agenda of the
meeting.

In a letter addressed to
Jal Shakti Ministry Secre-
tary Debashree Mukher-
jee, Chief Secretary K. Ra-
makrishna Rao mentioned
that Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy and Irrigation
Minister N. Uttam Kumar

Reddy had repeatedly
communicated Telanga-
na’s objections to the
project.

“They had been clearly
stating that the A.P’s pro-
posal violates the Godavari
Water Disputes Tribunal
(GWDT) Award as well as
the A.P. Reorganisation
Act.

It also lacks statutory
clearances from the Cen-
tral Water Commission
(CWC), Godavari and
Krishna River Management
Boards and the Apex Coun-
cil. The pre-feasibility re-
port submitted by A.P. con-
tains critical data gaps and
methodological deficien-
cies,” Mr. Ramakrishna
said in his letter.

Further, the expert ap-
praisal committee of the

It says link project
proposal violates
Godavari Disputes
Tribunal Award, A.P.
Reorganisation Act

Ministry of Environment
and Forest had returned
the project proposal citing
violations of legal and pro-
cedural aspects. The Goda-
vari River Management
Board had observed that
diversion of 200 tmc ft of
water from Polavaram for
the proposed project
would change the scope
and operation schedule of
the project, which has un-
resolved submergence is-
sues in Odisha, Chhattis-
garh and Telangana.
Stating that Andhra Pra-

desh’s proposal would un-
dermine the rights of Te-
langana in Godavari water,
he urged Ms. Mukherjee to
direct the CWC to reject
the pre-feasibility report of
the Banakacherla project,
prevent Andhra Pradesh
from submitting a detailed
project report, stop finalis-
ing tenders and not discuss
nor approve at any forum
Or agency.

Mr. Ramakrishna wel-
comed the initiative of the
Ministry to convene a
meeting to sort out the oth-
er outstanding issues, pro-
vided the meeting agenda
is revised by including the
issues raised by Telangana
such as clearance to Goda-
vari Basin projects based
on assured water and is-
sues in the Krishna Basin.

Telangana objects to Banakacherla on agenda of Naidu-

Revanth meet

AIZXTT A5 F TAS H TAHTAAT PY ATAST FIeT GT AAINMAT HY

39t

e Uncertainty prevails over the meeting between the Chief Ministers of Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh called by Jal Shakti Minister C.R. Patil in New Delhi on
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Wednesday, due to strong objections raised by Telangana over inclusion of the
Polavaram-Banakacherla Link Project in the agenda.

QAT 3R 3Ter Feer & HEIATAT FY qUar Hr ool & e afFa 7 @, wiew
aﬁmgméﬂémwmﬁﬁaama?ﬁgé%,wﬁﬁ:am#mamﬁ?ﬁm-
TAFMT o TR F7 AfA T FFT e I FHY 39T 1S B

e In a letter to Jal Shakti Ministry Secretary Debashree Mukherjee, Chief Secretary K.
Ramakrishna Rao said that Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy and Irrigation Minister
N. Uttam Kumar Reddy had repeatedly objected to the project.

HET GiRT F. TAFST TG o S AT FHA1ar hr @i qamsht g@sit o v 77 & &gl o
FEIHA T. Yaa 133 3R RAarg w6l ver. 397 FAR 33 A 50 GRS R S@nar 3mafy
STATS

e Telangana has stated that the project violates the Godavari Water Disputes Tribunal
(GWDT) Award and the A.P. Reorganisation Act.

Tl ¥ et & T a5 AR Mg srer faarg sarnfaeor (GWDT) [ 3R 3t
Y& YAINS HATATH 1 Ioae Ll 81

e The project also lacks statutory clearances from CWC, Godavari and Krishna River
Management Boards, and the Apex Council.

ARATSTAT T FET el AT (CWC), Terady 3T Fom 7Y gaerer asf, 3 wdFw
Fwr3fe & denfas s 767 el 81

e The pre-feasibility report submitted by Andhra Pradesh has critical data gaps and
methodological deficiencies, according to Mr. Ramakrishna.
AT THAFSOT & 3TTHR, 31T YU GaRT Tl [a-saagriar Rare 7 iy Ser i waft 3K
vetfaera anfaan &

e The Expert Appraisal Committee of the Ministry of Environment and Forest
returned the proposal citing violations of legal and procedural norms.

TATERoT AT 3 FATera Ft 2w Aeaiw @fAfE F gEaE F FepE AR afEaens

fAaaT & Ioerae & ITUR W 9w F f&3 an)

o The Godavari River Management Board warned that diverting 200 tmc ft of water
from Polavaram would change the scope and schedule of the project and worsen
unresolved submergence issues in Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and Telangana.

METa! 7Y YT 913 57 AdTGeiT &F foh Gemats & 200 Fruard! Hre gt Aga & aRIsEr
T SRR 3R FAT-AROM Seel Srven 3R S, seiwerg 3 e 7 srsf aw segerst
T 817 ¥ e 3R R g S

e Telangana stated that the proposal undermines its rights in Godavari water, and
urged the Ministry to direct CWC to reject the pre-feasibility report, stop Andhra

Pradesh from submitting a detailed project report, and not finalise tenders or take it
up at any forum.

JSTTAT g foh IEATa 3T M) STl H HOFRT Y FAAR T g, I AT I
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31erg f3ham o ag CWC &t frder & for 98 qd-caagrdar R1E &Y iR a, 3114 9eer &t
fareega afaierar RO geqa e @ A, ik 18 ot Ssx ufhar ar wRAT & T T 8l

+ Mr. Ramakrishna welcomed the Ministry's initiative to resolve outstanding issues, but
insisted that the agenda should be revised to include Telangana's concerns such as

clearance of Godavari Basin projects based on assured water and Krishna Basin
issues.

A THFSON A AT FHegl P Gt & T HATer hr Igel 1 FanTd fohar, At 7g o
SR e foh So & wals F HAET Y TNl & Heg AMTHA fhT ST S 1 Ireawa srer
¥ MR 9T AMerad afder aRFrsrenat i Ay 3 Feom afder & 53 7o
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SCO shouldn’t compromise
on terrorism: Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister says Pahalgam attack was carried out to ‘sow religious divide’; SCO was

founded to combat terrorism, separatism and extremism, he tells counterparts at meet in China

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

he Pahalgam terro-
T rist attack of April

22 was carried out
to hurt the Jammu and
Kashmir economy and to
“sow a religious divide”,
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar told the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisa-
tion’s (SCO) Council of Fo-
reign Ministers (SCO-CFM)
meeting in China, where
other SCO Ministers — in-
cluding Pakistan’s Deputy
Prime Minister and Fo-
reign Minister Ishaq Dar —
were present, and called
for support to bring the
perpetrators to justice.

On Tuesday, Mr. Jaish-
ankar and the other SCO
Ministers from Russia,
Iran, Belarus and Central
Asian states called on Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping
in Beijing before proceed-
ing to the SCO meeting in
Tianjin by train. The Exter-
nal Affairs Minister also
held bilateral talks with
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov and Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi, both of whom
he met earlier this month
at the BRICS summit in
Brazil.

Mr. Jaishankar’s com-
ments came a month after
the SCO Defence Ministers’
meeting failed to issue a
joint statement following
differences over the refe-
rences to terrorism. While
no statement was issued af-
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Friendly ties: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar during a
meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping in Beijing. PTI

ter the SCO Foreign Minis-
ters’ meeting as well, offi-
cials said it was not the
practice to do so, as the Fo-
reign Ministers were nor-
mally tasked with finalising
the agenda for the Summit
of leaders on August 31-
September 1. PM Narendra
Modi is expected to travel
to Tianjin for the summit,
which would be his first
such visit since the Galwan
clashes in 2020.

“The three evils that
SCO was founded to com-
bat were terrorism, separa-
tism and extremism,” Mr.
Jaishankar said during his
speech at the meeting,
where he referred to the
Pahalgam terror attack in
which 26 men, mostly tou-
rists, were religiously iden-
tified and killed. “It was de-
liberately conducted to
undermine the tourism
economy of Jammu and
Kashmir, while sowing a re-
ligious divide,” he added,

calling for the SCO to take
an “uncompromising posi-
tion” on the challenge of
terrorism, and referring to
the UN Security Council re-
solution issued in April
about the attack.

A press statement is-
sued by the SCO secretariat
said that the members ex-
changed views on key
areas of SCO cooperation
including “political, eco-
nomic, trade, cultural” is-
sues and key international
and regional issues, but
did not specifically men-
tion terrorism.

Mr. Jaishankar’s meet-
ing with Mr. Xi came a day
after he held bilateral talks
in Beijing with Chinese Fo-
reign Minister Wang Yi and
called on Chinese Vice Pre-
sident Han Zheng, where
he hailed the “continued
normalisation” of India-
China relations. The Minis-
ter said that he had ap-
prised President Xi of re-

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

cent developments in
bilateral relations.

Chinese state media re-
ported that Mr. Xi had told
SCO Ministers that the or-
ganisation must play a
“more proactive role” to
ensure stability in a “turbu-
lent and changing interna-
tional landscape”.

In his comments during
the SCO-CFM, Pakistan Fo-
reign Minister Mr. Dar did
not refer to the issue of ter-
rorism. In a post on social
media, Mr. Dar said that he
“underscored the impor-
tance of upholding interna-
tional law and implement-
ing relevant UNSC
resolutions to resolve long-
standing disputes”, at the
meeting and that Pakistan
sought peace with “all its
neighbours”.

Referring to Afghanis-
tan, Mr. Jaishankar said
that the “compulsions of
regional stability are but-
tressed by [India’s] long-
standing concern for the
well-being of the Afghan
people” and called for SCO
members to increase deve-
lopment assistance.

Taking a swipe at Pakis-
tan for closing transit for
India-Afghanistan trade,
Mr. Jaishankar said that the
“lack of assured transit
within the SCO space...un-
dermines the seriousness
of advocating cooperation
in economic areas”, and
advocated for the Interna-
tional North South Tran-
sport Corridor (INSTC)
that runs through Iran.
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SCO shouldn’t compromise on terrorism: Jaishankar
TAHATE I AT 781 g1 AT FTIART

o External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said the Pahalgam terrorist attack on April
22 was intended to hurt Jammu and Kashmir’s economy and sow a religious divide,
while addressing the SCO Council of Foreign Ministers (SCO-CFM) meeting in China.

freer 73 v, STHRIH = gl foh 22 IS FT TEEITH A FIHT HTiHY FHAT TH-HLHR Y
IACATEAT FI FhaT TgaTa AR i fsrrerer da1 3 & 3ecea @ v arr o, Jg a1
3egiel ot 7 ImAfora vaEan RAder AT fir dow 7 w1

o He called for support to bring the perpetrators to justice, speaking in the presence of
Pakistan’s Deputy PM and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar and ministers from Russia,
Iran, Belarus, and Central Asian states.

3egie IAY Y 7T F Fea A d= F AT AT S #7i9T H, 59 I qifFEaeT F 39
TUTeTE T fAder 7 geane SR 3R &, &0, S 3T e vl et & ARt
g A ST @ I

e On Tuesday, the Ministers met Chinese President Xi Jinping in Beijing, before
proceeding by train to Tianjin for the SCO meeting.

HITTAR 1, AT o difSier & el Isgafar o e & gerwma @, sags s a
faamafSe # dos & AT ¢ & @ gul

e Mr. Jaishankar also held bilateral talks with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov

and Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, both of whom he had recently met at
the BRICS summit in Brazil.

A T A THY faeer 7 G araia 3R ST fager 7 srearw 3R @ gfquair
arerita o &1, S 3egiel g1oT &7 3 arefter 3 @ weste 7 Farera & |

e His remarks come a month after the SCO Defence Ministers’ meeting failed to release
a joint statement due to differences over terrorism references.

3oThT TG ST 3T A 3TAT ST Teh HAgley Igof THHIAHT T&T AT Y do& & mddae &
3eel@ I AHT AAHG oh HRUT T TITT STRY G oham STT Fehr 2T

e While no official statement was issued after the Foreign Ministers’ meeting either,
officials said it's not customary as they mainly finalise the agenda for the SCO
Summit scheduled for August 31-September 1.

aaﬁﬁﬁerﬁﬁﬁaﬁma;msﬁaﬂém&a;mmaﬁgm 3R oF Fgr
fo e e Rarer # 781 €, iR & 7Ead: 31 3PTFa—1 Rdeat # @1 arer vaest Rrew
TFAT & Tals A 3faw wr e &

¢ “The three evils that SCO was founded to combat were terrorism, separatism, and

extremism,” said Mr. Jaishankar, referring to the Pahalgam attack where 26 men,
mostly tourists, were killed.

sﬁmemamﬁ:--wmﬁmmmamama:mggzﬁ,azﬁ;
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HTdHaIg, eNadrg 3R 3TAAE”, 3R 3-gie TGINH gHd T forsh fohar fras 26 &,
ToIeTH T ek I, AR 10|

e He urged SCO to take an uncompromising stance on terrorism, referencing the UN
Security Council resolution of April.

3eglel THEN A TdFarg F fATE faar gasilar e F31 $@ 39a& &1 3m30g fHar 3k

I A SR T TS &I IR F Fdra 7 garel 2|
e The SCO Secretariat said members discussed political, economic, trade, and
cultural cooperation, as well as regional issues, but did not mention terrorism
specifically.
gt wiEEres & g & geEy gut o Tereifas, 3nfde, sarafies sk aesfas
TEANT, A &Y &N FEE! TN T A, AfeheT ITAHATE FT TISC TG A 3o Ao 4T |
e Mr. Jaishankar’'s meeting with President Xi followed his talks with Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi and Vice President Han Zheng, where he noted the “continued
normalisation” of India-China ties.

At SRR i egufer ot @ Horerar fger # ater A 3K 3w-arSgufer g1 s & Fy At
%mgé,aﬁﬁﬁm—ﬁaﬁtﬁﬁ"mm"ﬁmﬁl

o Chinese state media reported that Mr. Xi urged SCO to play a “more proactive role”
amid a changing international scenario.

el TR AT F T o wegufer ot o TEdE @ raged aRrAT aRged” A v
"yifre whear sy fvsmer A srhe )

e Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Dar did not mention terrorism; he instead spoke about
international law, UNSC resolutions, and the need for peace with neighbours.

aifeheder & fager #0 SR A 3Tcohale 1 IS Tooll o181 [haT; 3egiel HATET FHleeT,
HYF TS T IR & Faral, 3R agielt et & enfer hir sraeashiar o <1 |

o Referring to Afghanistan, Mr. Jaishankar emphasized India’s longstanding concern
for its people and called for greater development aid by SCO members.

IRATAEAT o TeaT H, A STAAHT o TgT T SeTell & ToIT TR hr =it R &1 Y@ifhe
forar 3R Tad3 e St ¥ 0w R werar &1 3mear fan|

o Taking a swipe at Pakistan, he criticized the closure of transit routes for India-
Afghanistan trade, saying it undermines economic cooperation within the SCO.

mmﬁmmym-mma:mmmaa
YT T THHINT F 3T F FEAWT ! FAAR HI& ITT ga1T|

e He promoted the International North South Transport Corridor (INSTC) via Iran as a
viable alternative.

3e6iel $UT & ATETH H HAWSEIT SAT-ETAIT IR AFAAR (INSTC) 1 Ueh 39gFd
feeT & &7 & g
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Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)

TS FEUNT TS (SCO)

« Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) was established in 2001.
- XTUTS JAGURT [ITS (SCO) &I VITYAT 2001 H H1 715 ot

« Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) traces its origin to Shanghai 5 which was
established in 1996.
- YUTE AT WIS (SCO) Bt I XuTg 5 T g3 Ut ot g1 1996 H 31 118 2|

* It resulted due to border demilitarization negotiations and talks among China, 3
Central Asian Republics (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan), and Russia.

. 5 T TR SN0 &) aratan ok Taren & URUIFRaRSY S F o forgd 91, 3
Ao URATE TURTSY (GerfewdH, fefifam, v aifsifewm) ik w3 wnfia 41

* In 2001, Uzbekistan joins and the name of the organization was changed to Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO).

- 2001 T ISAfPE 39 THg § AT g3 3R TS &1 A1 SCadh UTS HGUNT e
(sco) 3T fagr |

Shanghai Cooperation

Organization Map

M Member countries

B Observer countries ( 5%
Diclog partners \’ ‘.77

M Inactive observer N 34

Created with mapchart.net
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o The aim of this organization is to check the three evils extremism, separatism, and
religious fundamentalism (terrorism).

e The headquarters of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is in Beijing.

o The second permanent body of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is the
Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS).

o Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) is located in Tashkent in Uzbekistan.

e In 2017 the membership of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) was
further expanded to India and Pakistan as full members. Since 2005 India was an
observer country to Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO).

e In 2021, at Dushanbe Summit, Iran was admitted as a member country. Iran joined
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) as a full member country in 2023 after it
completes all the formalities.

o Belarus joined in July 2024.

« Observer States of SCO: Afghanistan, and Mongolia.

! Establishment of S5 ! Establishment of SCO

China
Kazakhstan
Kyrgyzstan
Russia
Tajikistan

Uzbekistan
India

Pakistan

Iran

Belarus

Mongolia

Sri Lanka
Turkey
Cambodia
Azerbaijan
Nepal
Armenia
Egypt
Qatar
Saudi Arabia
Kuwait
Maldives
Myanmar
UAE
Bahrain
Afghanistan (Islamic Republ\c

T |

198619971998199920002001200220032004200520062007200820092010201120122013201420152016201720182019202020212022202320242025

. Member . Observer |:| Dialogue partner

« Official language: Chines and Russian.
o The SCO is governed by the Heads of State Council (HSC), its supreme decision-
making body, which meets once a year.
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANISATION

COUNCILOF HEADS OF STATE

COUNCIL OF HEADS OF
GOVERNMENT (PRIME MINISTERS)

:

MEETING OF HEADS OF MINISTRIES <> COUNCIL OF FOREIGN MINISTERS

AND/OR DEPARTMENTS v
l \ COUNCILOF NATIONAL _, SCOREGIONALANTI-TERRORIST
COMMISSION OF SENIOR OFFICIALS COORDINATORS STRUCTURE (RATS)
l ! RATS COUNCIL
SCO SECRETARY-GENERAL +————»
SPECIALWORKING GROUPS l RATS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE I
SECRETARIAT
>
NONGOVERNMENTAL INSTITUTIONS l
SCO BUSINESS COUNCIL :
SCO INTERBANK CONSORTIUM PERMANENTREPRESENTATIVESTO | PERMANENT
SCO FORUM SCO SECRETARIAT REPRESENTATIVE TO RATS
Shanghai Spirit

o It underlines the principles of respect for sovereignty, domestic non-interference,
equality, and respect for cultural diversity, the principle of non-interference.

o Infact, India justified its membership in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) which is looked upon by the west as an Anti-West Organization based on the
working principle of Non-Alignment.

 India justifies its membership as not getting aligned with the Anti-West agenda of
Russia and China.

» Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is looked up to by the west as the counter
to NATO in the region.

« Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) distinguishes itself from NATO which was
a defense pact. Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) claims itself to be a
cooperative organization based on the principle of non-alignment and not
targeting any third country.

Importance of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)

o Same as the Central Asia as has been dictated.
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e The SCO covers around 24% of the world's landmass and 42% of its population,
making it the world's largest regional organization by geographic scope and
population.

o The member countries' combined nominal GDP accounts for about 23% of the
world's total, while their Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) GDP makes up
approximately 36% of the global total.

e Four of its member countries are nuclear weapon states and two of its member
countries are permanent members of the UNSC.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in g

Page3 9



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

Legislative measures to curb unhealthy
food intake are a must

n a welcome move, the Health Ministry has
directed all government departments to dis-
play oil, sugar and trans-fat content in every-
day Indian snacks such as samosas, jalebis, vada
pavs and laddoos in a bid to highlight the health
risks of their consumption on a regular basis. The
campaign will be piloted in AIIMS Nagpur and
then rolled out to other cities. The move comes
two months after the CBSE directed all affiliated
schools to establish ‘sugar boards’ to monitor
and reduce the sugar intake of children. These
will list information on the recommended daily
sugar intake, the sugar content in commonly con-
sumed foods, health risks associated with high
sugar consumption, and healthier dietary alter-
natives. The initiatives have been driven by stu-
dies that provide evidence of increasing obesity
trends in India. As in the NFHS data, obesity had
increased from nearly 15% to 24% in men and
from 12% to nearly 23% in women between 2005-
06 and 2019-21. Since the amount of oil and sugar
in Indian snacks is not apparent — and, hence, of-
ten overlooked — these initiatives will serve to fill
the gap and act as “visual behavioural nudges”,
much like the pictorial warnings on tobacco pro-
ducts. However, building awareness alone can-
not bring about behavioural changes, especially
in the absence of essential legislative measures.
Surprisingly, while the Health Ministry has tar-
geted Indian snacks, nothing has been done over
the years to introduce clear front-of-package la-
bels to caution people about unhealthy packaged
food items, and regulate the advertising, market-
ing and promotion of unhealthy food to children.
Also, levying additional tax on food products
with high levels of fat, sugar, and salt (HFSS) can
further reduce consumption, as seen in some
countries. As in the national multisectoral action
plan for prevention and control of common non-
communicable disease (2017-22), the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) Regula-
tion was required to be amended for inclusion of
front-of-pack labelling and detailed nutrient la-
belling. The FSSAI (Packaging and Labelling) Reg-
ulation was amended in 2020; on July 15, the Su-
preme Court of India again directed the agency to
execute this label on packaged food. For front-of-
pack labels on HFSS food and beverage products
to become a reality, the FSSAI has to first define
the upper limits for sugar, salt and total fat, which
have not been finalised and approved so far. A
2022 study found that warning labels outper-
formed all other forms of front-of-pack labelling
in identify unhealthy products. A study by the
ICMR-NIN found that warning labels and nutri-
star ratings helped deter the consumption of
even moderately unhealthy foods. Measures to
build awareness without essential legislative
measures to curb unhealthy food intake will not
be much more than symbolic.
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More than symbolic

Fad TdlhIcHS AgT

Legislative measures to curb unhealthy food intake are a must

FEARELTFT Aol T TG F AFa F AT FEE 3997 Hfoard §

Health Ministry Campaign Against Unhealthy Food
FEARTE Ao & ey FareT #9161 JAfaw

e In awelcome move, the Health Ministry has directed all
government departments to display oil, sugar and trans-fat content
in everyday Indian snacks such as samosas, jalebis, vada pavs and
laddoos in a bid to highlight the health risks of their consumption on
a regular basis.

U TARTAARY e H, TaLY AT A G AR AR ar
fader faar i 3 7, Srad, g81 a9 3t @z o 9E &
HRAT Tad 7 ad, Dt AR g-the Y AT USIT HY A 39

AT 499 ¥ 9 I FReT INfFAT F 3TPR FHAT JT FTH|

e  The campaign will be piloted in AIIMS Nagpur and then rolled
out to other cities.

Ig AT Ygel TFF ARTR A G &9 @ & fohar Srean AR
oY 31w e | o] fehar Swa|
e The move comes two months after the CBSE directed all

affiliated schools to establish ‘sugar boards’ to monitor and reduce
the sugar intake of children.

Ig FHEHA Al A 18 AT § ST CBSE & He Haigy Fhell
sl @ el fr god W AR @a 3R 38 gee & AT R
& Tfa & &1 fAder &= o

e These will list information on recommended daily sugar intake,
sugar content in commonly consumed foods, health risks, and
healthier dietary alternatives.

ot arst & wfafker srqifla e it a7, @I @w S AT
ey gerdt H Al i A, Faeew SfRw, 3 FEET 3R [t
T SATTHRT gl |

e The initiatives have been driven by studies that provide evidence
of increasing obesity trends in India.

geT Ugell &l AR H AT Fr Jedr ggfa W 3meniRa sreagsi 4
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e Asin the NFHS data, obesity increased from nearly 15% to 24% in men and from
12% to nearly 23% in women between 2005-06 and 2019-21.

NFHS 32T & 31[dR, 9&§T & #ANCTT 2005-06 § 2019-21 & & &97eT 15% & gt
24% 3R Afgamat & 12% F 0T 23% B IR B
e Since the amount of oil and sugar in Indian snacks is not apparent — and often

overlooked — these initiatives will act as “visual behavioural nudges”, like the
pictorial warnings on tobacco products.

FIfh RAT g # ae 3 A Y Amr vuse A gl 3R TR sad
ST &, safT ¥ gge darg Ieural W RETeAs Aaafaal f GwE "grAeAS adgiRG
Thd" & T H HH BN

e« However, awareness alone cannot bring about behavioural changes, especially in the
absence of essential legislative measures.
glelifeh, shalol SIPTRHAT § SIgR H Seolld gl T, W S1d 3TaRIAF Hlefel! 39T
o il

e Surprisingly, while the Health Ministry has targeted Indian snacks, nothing has been
done to introduce clear front-of-package labels to caution people about unhealthy

packaged food items, or to regulate the advertising and promotion of such foods to
children.

e AT a1 & 6 T Faree AAE F HRAT TFd F AT S g, e
FFARLIF UFos WIET g1t W AdIGst &of & AT Fuse He-3ie-4Fa dda ol a1
Teal & AT e R iR wR-yaR Ra & & O 39 a6 $o @
AT

e Also, levying additional tax on food products with high levels of fat, sugar, and salt
(HFSS) can help reduce their consumption, as seen in some countries.

S8 3llal, F6 quf T g SATGT a9, @t AR a7F (HFSS) ardl Wied 3cdral W
HARFT F TS F 370 @UT H " H A AT Faper gl

e As per the National Multisectoral Action Plan (2017-22) for NCDs, the FSSAI
Regulation was required to be amended for inclusion of front-of-pack labelling and
detailed nutrient labelling.

R-ward W & AT T ag-aT FE A (2017-22) F AR, FSSAI fazwa
# whe-3e-te Aafder 3R fega diwor Aafder a arffier aet & v g smaegs
7|

o The FSSAI (Packaging and Labelling) Regulation was amended in 2020; on July 15,
the Supreme Court of India again directed the agency to execute this label on
packaged food.

FSSAI (3&f3er 3t Aafei) e o1 2020 7 G v arm ar; 15 JaTs 1 R
¥ gafed AMET  Toid! Ff $&s @ed W I§ Aqa aNF] F F T § Ager
e
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o For front-of-pack labels on HFSS food and beverages to become a reality, FSSAI has
to first define upper limits for sugar, salt, and total fat, which have not yet been
finalised or approved.

HFSS BT 3R ¥ qgrf X %e-36-4%F dad & o] ¢ & fov, FSSAl I 9gat
@eft, 7o 3R Fa qw I W Fuila s el O 3w oF S @
dfaw &7 A fRam =

o A 2022 study found that warning labels outperformed all other forms of front-of-pack
labelling in identifying unhealthy products.

2022 ¥ TH FEIIYT H AT 3T foh Admael) e o 3T Gl YR & We-31Th-Uh
felaT & Jolell H HEARLIFT FcuTal F ggarel & dga gaelaT i

o A study by the ICMR-NIN found that warning labels and nutristar ratings helped deter
consumption of even moderately unhealthy foods.

ICMR-NIN & TF 33eqqal # arm a7 o Aamasit daer 3R wgfewer Wer o aeaw &
¥ FEAELTST Wi et #r gua : i galcaTed F A HAcg H

e Measures to build awareness without essential legislative measures to curb
unhealthy food intake will not be much more than symbolic.

FEARELIHT Aot T 9T T AF A & AT 3aeas Freeit 39t & 9 shaer
IANEHAT qo & YA RAF TdFcAs & I S0

Page42

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488 P
Website : patrioticias.in e



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

© TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

'S

atriofic (-

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

DPATRIOTICIAS

The U.S. Established and Extinguished Multilateralism
The US. established and extinguished multilateralism

he President of the United States, Donald

Trump, is the visible part of the global

transformation that is underway and the
global trend supports India’s re-emergence.

The current super power has marginalised the
United Nations, and, with it, emasculated the
collective bargaining strength of the Global South
— there will be no going back. The U.S. is now
engaging countries with strategic
commerce-related bilateral deals that fragment
the global order. The asymmetry of power is such
that there was no opposition in the BRICS
Summit in July 2025.

The BRICS Declaration that comprised 31 pages
and included 126 outcomes failed to note the
rejection of multilateralism which required a
focus on South-South cooperation. Essentially,
unilateral tariffs are a means to bring individual
countries to the table for seeking concessions,
not global consensus.

The U.S. shock

Mr. Trump is fully aware that 2025 is not 1950 and
the U.S. cannot shape a new common global
framework. The national interest of the U.S. now
is self-sufficiency and containment of China’s
influence flowing from the world’s reliance on its
products, which is the other side of the coin.
Over the last 25 years, the world has become
interconnected and the spheres of influence,
trade and financial sanctions provide a more
effective management tool than leverage through
global intuitions. As a result, no one really knows
how to respond as 75 years of diplomatic history
has been erased by raw power.

Where does this state of flux leave India with
its young population having the potential to be
the third largest economy in 2027 and overtake
the U.S. by 2075, with global influence based on

HYFd [T FARHT F TgUetare 1 TT= 3 Hr 3 39 Fared st

T

Mukul Sanwal

is a former United
Nations diplomat

As a result,

India needs to
frame a new
compass for
itself and for the
Global South

leadership of the Global South? The answer lies in
accepting the end of multilateralism. The answer
lies in focusing on national prosperity and
South-South cooperation.

The glue binding the Global South can no
longer be financial benefits of a voting bloc in the
UN. India needs their support in elections and
positions in various committees for global
influence; it has already lost the elected post of
vice chair of the Executive Board of UNESCO to
Pakistan. India needs to specify ‘strategic
autonomy” for what it is, namely, neutrality
between major powers and enunciating its core
interests in its own voting pattern.

Second, the challenge for a continental size
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ of one billion people is to
look east, and not west, for ideas. Trade
concessions to the U.S. should be tuned to trade
agreements with the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations.

Similarly, the loss of exports to the U.S., for
example, steel, can be offset by a network of
expressways, high speed rail, data centres with
assured electricity and science universities
reorienting consumption and exports. In 2013,
China spent almost half its GDP on infrastructure;
such scale alone makes for sustainable double
digit growth.

Third, India’s intrinsic strength is being at the
forefront of the fourth industrial revolution, a
new chapter in human development. According
to the World Intellectual Property Organization,
India has overtaken the U.K. and Germany in the
number of GenAl patents published, and has a
strong foundation for endogenous growth and
well-being.

Fourth, the world over, military doctrines are
being re-written for reliance on integrated air
defence, satellites, missiles, drones and cyber.

For the first time since Independence, India is in
a position to be a global leader in all domains,
enabling a substantial reduction in costly ground
forces and imported large platforms, giving
flexibility in foreign policy and spin-offs for
growth.

Fifth, India is already revisiting the way it has
framed border issues leftover from colonialism
and needs to push this to focus on growth. Union
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s assertion that
India and China should not “remain stuck in the
past”, achieve trust and work on the goal of
demarcation of an international border has been
favourably received by China that is preoccupied
with Taiwan and in responding to Mr Trump. The
Indus Waters Treaty, where Pakistan is keen to
engage, provides a new frame to achieve similar
trust. An international border in eastern Ladakh
will be a decisive step to settling the international
border in Jammu and Kashmir. The real lesson
from ‘Operation Sindoor” is the oldest one in
military history — wisdom lies in knowing when
to stop. In India’s case, it is clear that there will
not be a military solution.

Summit as opportunity
Last, the BRICS Summit in India in 2026 provides
an opportunity to revitalise the Global South
around cooperation jettisoning the multilateral
practice of collective bargaining by the G-77
seeking benefits from the G-7. The future lies in
sharing prosperity by reorienting tariffs and value
chains to divert exports to meet growing
consumption in the South. It should be possible
at the low prices the South currently gets, and
done in a manner that complements, not
threatens, local production.

Certainly a seismic shift, but so was
multilateralism in 1950.

e The President of the United States, Donald Trump, is the visible part of the global
transformation that is underway and the global trend supports India’s re-emergence.

TYFA T IANFT & Tegafar skeres €0 58 GAT SR ARG aRaeter &1 v wose Ig40

g 3 I AR ygfer sTRa & o1 3R 7 et el €

e The current super power has marginalised the United Nations, and, with it,

emasculated the collective bargaining strength of the Global South — there will be

no going back.

FHiSTeT FETIfad & WY TS I TR T 31 e € 3R 30 A & veae a3y i
Afe WiEET Y ATHd FY FAGR H 6T § — T TeRIGTT T HI$ FHTEAT 81 & |

e The U.S. is now engaging countries with strategic commerce-related bilateral deals

that fragment the global order.

HARGT 3T 21 & T Wiifas SR 3meRd gfavaa aagila & @ e, o IR
STITYT T @i A &

e The asymmetry of power is such that there was no opposition in the BRICS Summit

in July 2025.
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AfF FT e SeT 31T ¢ o FAT$ 2025 F BRICS fAraw wodterer # #15 Ry aig

g31T|
. 9I'he BRICS Declaration that comprised 31 pages and 126 outcomes failed to note the
rejection of multilateralism which required focus on South-South cooperation.

31 o3t X 126 fgait arell BRICS S1WoTT 3 Sgwaiiarar & @IRST g1et ¥ ot o7 fohal a1,
STefeh s gfRToT-gfaor FgAler W €A1 higd gl afgw |

o Essentially, unilateral tariffs are a means to bring individual countries to the table for
seeking concessions, not global consensus.

Hell:, ThaleT R T 3637 dRas HeAta 7161, dfesn safFasra quf @ Rarad aifder
AL

The U.S. shock
AT T SACHI

e Mr. Trump is fully aware that 2025 is not 1950 and the U.S. cannot shape a new
common global framework.

At T 3B I8 S0 & fob 2025 319 1950 oTET & 31K 3ARFT 319 v o147 ARG+F e
e Y Ryt & adi &

e The national interest of the U.S. now is self-sufficiency and containment of China’s
influence flowing from the world’s reliance on its products.

3ARGT 1 AT T e 31 IreATAeRar 3R A & varma F AT ween &, S gl
T 5qF IcqTe) 9T AT & ST BT B

e Over the last 25 years, the world has become interconnected and spheres of
influence, trade, and financial sanctions now provide a more effective management
tool than global institutions.

el 25 st & gferar amaw # 3 g8 & R 31T w7 &, SR, 3iR 3 gfaae
afRge T3t A ot A fAF worTelY waereT IUFHIOT I A1V |

e As aresult, no one really knows how to respond as 75 years of diplomatic history has
been erased by raw power.

gRuTHEEaRY, R F Y I8 87 gaT T Fa ufaferar & § F3ifs 75 aut i ta«aRke
YRR 1 ot AfFd ganT fAer e = g

Where does this leave India?

R Rufy Far 2

e India, with its young population, is expected to become the third-largest economy by
2027 and overtake the U.S. by 2075.

HR, ToTEeh! STTHEAT JaT &, & 2027 d A Fad a9 3rdfedaeyr a7 3R 2075 a%
AN F NS B Hr gaa=ar gl
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India’s global influence lies in leadership of the Global South.
HRA 1 AR Jor1a Tllae A3Y & Aqed A HART B

The answer lies in accepting the end of multilateralism and focusing on national
prosperity and South-South cooperation.

SHHT HATHT TEURAIIT & 3T FI FTHPR FIA 3R TET TAE T SRAoT-ZFaTor g
X €T shigd el H g

Strategic autonomy and policy shift

oA Taredr 3 AfS & agae

The glue binding the Global South can no longer be financial benefits of a voting
bloc in the UN.

379 TN WI3Y F AT ITAT FRE WYFT S A AT sclieh F A AT LT g7 Fehol |
India needs their support in elections and committee positions for global influence; it
has already lost the vice chair post of UNESCO to Pakistan.

HRA T ATk T1d & ToIT 3o Femmat i afRfaal & gorder i sraeaeshar §; 9RA Teo

& UNESCO &Y 3uTeqaT ug aifehecllel & g IHh 8

India must define ‘strategic autonomy’ as neutrality between major powers and
enunciating its core interests in its voting patterns.

HI T 79T ‘ToTehfores Faraaar i a3t afFaal & @i qevydr 3R 3va e Rat a1
9= QST Yeet & TUSE A oh FT H IRATT a1 A1fRv|

The challenge for an ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ of 1 billion people is to look east, not
west, for ideas.

1 37 AN AT “ATATANR SR & fT Faitel § o @ faamd & fore aftesy &g, qd #r
IR ST

Trade concessions to the U.S. should be tuned to agreements with ASEAN.

ARG 1 & ST aTelT TR AT 3fAATET & w1y waAsilal & 37w gl wigv|

Asian Nations

ufraTg I

Similarly, the loss of exports to the U.S., for example, steel, can be offset by a network
of expressways, high speed rail, data centres with assured electricity, and science
universities reorienting consumption and exports.

SH TR, IARET 1 foraTer F Folt, S 1o gearar, 1 sars vewiaa Aeas, g8 s 4,
gfafRaa frsrel amyfet are Ser Wed, 3 e freafeg@rerat & aregs @ 3w sikk
foraTer & qe: SRFEHIOT ST T ST el &

In 2013, China spent almost half its GDP on infrastructure; such scale alone makes
for sustainable double digit growth.
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2013 #, =it @ 39T GDP T warster et e gfAAe o W @ fwam; 7§ YA €
w15 at 3l 1 geftr gAfRad Far &

India’s intrinsic strengths
IR &1 Iafafea arpd

e Third, India’s intrinsic strength is being at the forefront of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution, a new chapter in human development.

AT, Ra & el afea & 6 g @i it wifa & sifw dfFa A 8, S A

Qe &1 U 77 37ETT B

o According to the World Intellectual Property Organization, India has overtaken the
U.K. and Germany in the number of GenAl patents published, and has a strong
foundation for endogenous growth and well-being.

fareg Sigfires wuar Hereet & 3TAR, R o U.K. 3R S1efelt &1 GenAl 9¢e garmeret #
TEAT A IS B3 TG 8, 3R 38 g 3naie e 3R Femor & fow #erqy 3mur |

Military transformation
F= TR

e Fourth, the world over, military doctrines are being re-written for reliance on integrated
air defence, satellites, missiles, drones, and cyber.

i, QX fava & A+ Reuial i 6 & foram ST @1 & dlfeh d Tehighe Ty 4T, 39Te,
framsal, g, 3R ArgaR o e &

e For the first time since Independence, India is in a position to be a global leader in all
domains, enabling a substantial reduction in costly ground forces and imported
large platforms, giving flexibility in foreign policy and spin-offs for growth.

FIAAAT & a5 gall IR, R Faft &1 F ARaw Aiqgea 7 1 [Tufa 7 8, lSwq #gar
St Falt 7 T3t Fwekd 3R o 93 cAewied & Al Ao &, ary & fReer sifa &
areftemet 3R fara & forw srfafere emer e 81

Border issues and diplomacy

Hiradt 7qeg 3R Feafa

o Fifth, India is already revisiting the way it has framed border issues leftover from
colonialism and needs to push this to focus on growth.

qi<ral, (R Ul &7 Atafaafiie wrer & oo 3m @ dieradt Fgegt Fr aRemsT & gor: =R
R TET ¢ 3T 30 AP W HRAT 3= 1 far & 31 g Y smaegwar g

e Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s assertion that India and China should not
‘remain stuck in the past”, achieve trust and work on the goal of demarcation of an
international border has been favourably received by China, that is preoccupied
with Taiwan and in responding to Mr Trump.
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T&TT FAT ISTATY FAF T T8 YT foh 3R 3R AT 1 "3refier  3resd w1gt Tgaam afee”,
freare grea e wfge 3R s @A fAuiRor 9 w1 e g, e garr
TPRIcHAS T F TSR HAT 737 &, S 3 a18aTe 1 A e78d ¢ 3R sl &g iy Afaat o
gfafrar &a A e

e The Indus Waters Treaty, where Pakistan is keen to engage, provides a new frame to
achieve similar trust.

g3W ol Wi, foreeT wiferearer anfarer 81 &1 seg &, ¥ & Rearw fasAor & forw wes aar
I weTeT FLar &

+ An international border in eastern Ladakh will be a decisive step to settling the
international border in Jammu and Kashmir.

Y Tegr 7 FARTSET HAT TeTe1T T3] HR FeAR Y FaRSET AT & FATeITeT
e ¥ v weH grem|

e The real lesson from ‘Operation Sindoor’ is the oldest one in military history —
wisdom lies in knowing when to stop.

"Jiraveret figy & Braa aran srael gas Ao sfoerg 1 Jed e § — qeftaar I
STeTet & § T a0 Tavat1 A1fRT|
e InIndia’s case, it is clear that there will not be a military solution.

R & ATHS F g TUe § o =T GATET Hora 7181 &

Summit as opportunity

RET gFAdT T TET & T H

e Last, the BRICS Summit in India in 2026 provides an opportunity to revitalise the
Global South around cooperation, jettisoning the multilateral practice of collective
bargaining by the G-77 seeking benefits from the G-7.

37T H, 2026 H HRT H glst arelT BRICS AW AFAW Tdlael 3T F HEAT & 3TUR T
YA T Fe I A &l §, ST G-77 GaRT G-7 | ATH UIed Flet & fow Y STy aredy
Tguela iR WA Y T A AT T B

. The future lies in sharing prosperity by reorienting tariffs and value chains to divert
exports to meet growing consumption in the South.

HTTST AHETT FTeT FI # 8, TS Torv R ik Ao y@ansit 1 g srffsgaisior w1
foraTal # gfayor & Ted @ua v 3 AT 3ETF £

e It should be possible at the low prices the South currently gets, and done in a manner
that complements, not threatens, local production.

S G&I0T GaRT IHATT H ITed HH HIAC! IR THT TATAT ST Tohel &, X I $H e fhar
ST TR foh Tg TUTART IcUTe HT [ 1, 3H el 7 7 31|
o Certainly a seismic shift, but so was multilateralism in 1950.

I fATEeE U 9T aeea ¢, Afchel 1950 # aguaiiarar o 4T & U s d gl 2|
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IRDAI forms panels
to probe violations

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authori-
ty of India (IRDAI) has con-
stituted panels of its whole-
time members to decide
on the violations by certain
insurers/insurance
intermediaries.

The move is part of the
enforcement function,
specifically to decide on
the violations of the provi-
sions of the Insurance Act
and regulations, the regu-
lator said on the July 14
meeting of the authority at
its headquarters here. The
decision on the panels
comes amid reports of go-

vernment seeking to crack-
down on mis-selling, some
insurers coming under
scrutiny and complaints
around claim settlement.

IRDAI has also formed a
panel of whole-time mem-
bers to consider specific
share transfer applica-
tions.

The meeting also ap-
proved certain clarifica-
tions/modifications, from a
perspective of ease of do-
ing business, in the exist-
ing regulations related to
maintenance and sharing
of information; and to the
revised guidelines on insu-
rance repositories and
electronic issuance of insu-
rance policies.
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IRDAI forms panels to probe
violations

IRDAI & 3ecgal &1 3T & faw S
afsa fFe

IRDAI Action Against Insurance Violations

#IAT Ieerual W IRDAI &Y HIars

o The Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI) has constituted panels of its
whole-time members to decide on the violations by
certain insurers/insurance intermediaries.

R o fafem 3tk R wiftrsswoT (IRDAI) & o
farratsi/daT Feaet garT v 7w Ieawst W Ao
olet o TorT 379t qoterTforer wewat 1 wfafaat arfea &1 g

. The move is part of the enforcement function,
specifically to decide on the violations of the provisions
of the Insurance Act and regulations, the regulator said

on the July 14 meeting of the authority at its
headquarters here.

g FeH Yade H1 F7 oear g, Ry &7 O e srfafaas 31k [ffeast & gyeust &
Ieertell W A0 ot o fIT, e & 319ei 14 S[aTé Y o H 9= Ao N S|

e The decision on the panels comes amid reports of government seeking to
crackdown on mis-selling, some insurers coming under scrutiny, and complaints
around claim settlement.

afafadt ot gz 0T 08 @39 3mar § 519 @9@R garT ad fashr (mis-selling) 9% #3t
FIATS FT $T TN §, FO AT AT F 8 # § 3R e F 2 R 3¢ w6

gl

¢ IRDAI has also formed a panel of whole-time members to consider specific share
transfer applications.

IRDAI &7 fafdrse Qa7 S maest o) faaR i & foe qoiefas aewat # v wfafa
TS 5l

e The meeting also approved certain clarifications/modifications, from a perspective of
ease of doing business, in the existing regulations related to maintenance and
sharing of information; and to the revised guidelines on insurance repositories and
electronic issuance of insurance policies.
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S H STHT FIA H ATATAT & GISCHIUT § Aler ATTht F TEETT 3T JISATHIoT §

wafta Rl F $o Fesdaoraaet F Aol & 8; 3R far Raiforeder g dr
uifafeal & gaweias AT | Tfda Renfadat i i For & s

DAMASCUS
Israel strikes Syrian troops sent
into the Druze-dominated Sweida

Israel launched strikes on Tuesday against Syrian government
forces in the Druze-majority region of Sweida, saying it was acting
to protect the religious minority. Damascus had deployed its troops
to Sweida after clashes between Druze fighters and Bedouin tribes
killed more than 100 people. AFP

am|

Israel strikes Syrian
troops sent into the
Druze-dominated Sweida

SIS o ToT-T8[cq aTel
Fler 7 A T AIRAE
dAfAr I gHaT fFar

Israel launches strikes in Sweida

FOIISH o TaT # gHe E e

¢ |srael launched strikes on Tuesday
against Syrian government forces in
the Druze-majority region of Sweida,
saying it was acting to protect the
religious minority.

SORTSS o HITAR Y Fel & gl-agel
& #F HINTTE TIHRY T4t & [&eh g
& foru, 7 Fg gU o a BIECy

ICTHEAH T FI&Tl & fT HRars X @

o« Damascus had deployed its troops to Sweida after clashes between Druze fighters
and Bedouin tribes killed more than 100 people.

gferes o FaT # 3rva AT 1 A1 o o1 579 gt a5 31X Astse Serenfaat & @i

SS9 7 100 ¥ 31w AT AR 71T |
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The Druze Community
ol HHGT

The Druze are a distinct religious and ethnic group primarily residing in the Levant
region, with significant populations in Lebanon, Syria, Israel, and Jordan, along with
a global diaspora.

gt Ueh faferse enfifes 31k STl wegg & S 7% &9 & daia & 7 Ed 8, | dae,
HiRE, sorrge, 3R SAtse 7 Agcayet I €, @ & ARaw yarH Feer o €

Their faith, rooted in 11th-century Isma’ili Shi'a Islam, has evolved into a unique and
secretive religion that incorporates elements of Neoplatonism, Gnosticism, and
other philosophical traditions.

3areht fareamd, i 11t eraredY & sEATSe RIAT $FaH A fAfed &, Teh g 3R ea
aﬁﬁ%ﬁagm%mmwaﬁw,m,aﬂtmmmmmﬁ%aﬁﬁﬁ
QAT FLAT B

Historical Background

e oS

The Druze religion emerged in the early 11th century during the reign of the
Fatimid Caliph Al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah in Egypt.

gt a4 YR 114} eraredy 7 e & wifafde welier sre-gries -3 sreame &
QITEThTl & SR 3T

It was formalized by key figures like Hamza ibn Ali and Al-Muqtana Bahauddin, who
propagated the teachings that form the core of Druze theology.

SU FHSIT oat 37ell R IT-HFAAT TETGNT S JHE Tibcdl garT oares &9 feam
T, Tologiol Got UHRATET & el i Tallel arell RIGTI3HT T TR feha|

Origin (1017 CE): The Druze faith began when Al-Hakim, revered as a divine figure,
initiated a reform movement within Isma’ili Shi’a Islam.

3cafar (1017 &) qgrﬁamaa%ggmaam-grﬁm,fiﬁ?wmw%a:wﬁ
QT ST T, o $EATS T RIAT 3T & $icR Ueh FUN 3MicToled Y& foha|

His followers, led by Hamza, preached a new doctrine emphasizing monotheism and
esoteric knowledge.

3eTeh 3T, A & aijed H, THREATG 3R G AT TR SR &l dTell Teh oT5 TRIGTOT T
TR fahar|
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Closure of Conversion (1043 CE): By 1043 CE, the Druze stopped accepting new
converts, making their community exclusive and closed to outsiders.

FATAROT T a5 14T (1043 $E): 1043 ST T, g3 ¥ 7T 1901 &l FHBR HIAT 56 X
e, forey 3etent Troer faey 3ik amedt ot & fArw &2 &1 o)
This decision has shaped their insular identity.

=g Ao ¥ 3T 3rereaardl ggaTeT i 3R AT

Persecution and Migration: Facing persecution from Sunni and other Shi’a
groups, the Druze migrated to the mountainous regions of Mount Lebanon, Jabal
al-Druze in Syria, and parts of Galilee in modern-day Israel, where they established
tight-knit communities.

Fedigar 3R e Foett 3R 37 Rrar aogh & 3cdiseT T AHA S & HROT, 55T AT
AT, HREAT H STaer -5, AR 3 gormse A dAefe & po wat A ugrst &
# Tl 7T, STET 3ealel "feTss HHGTT TUTU fhU|

Core Beliefs and Practices
T forearw 3T guTe

The Druze faith is esoteric, meaning its full teachings are reserved for a select group
of religious elites called ‘uqqal (the enlightened).

ot e 7z &, foraent 319 § o saehr qut et enféies siffeait & v wafad aog &
fore 3mfera €, foies 3erTer (Fex) FgT ST &

The majority of Druze, known as juhhal (the uninitiated), follow basic ethical
guidelines but do not have access to sacred texts.

HTRRIRT g, Toiee S[ERTer (3T o §F & ST STl &, Jiovarer afaw fanfada «r
Monotheism: The Druze are strictly monotheistic, believing in one God whose
attributes are incomprehensible to humans.

THRETATE: Gof et THREdral ¢, it Uoh $Ra # favard awid & Toreeh 7707 #epsat & forw
39T &
Reincarnation: A central tenet is the belief in reincarnation, where souls are reborn

into new Druze bodies immediately after death, ensuring the continuity of the
community.

qaASteTel: Ueh sha g TRGHIcT qeotetsl # TaRaTH &, STgT HIeHTY g & i 16 #1T gaf
Y A GeToletal Yl €, T aegerar s faavar giafRad g &1

Esoteric Scriptures: The Druze holy texts, known as the Epistles of Wisdom
(Rasa’il al-Hikma), are accessible only to the ‘uqqal.
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e TY: g AT Y, Toie Rsrssr & (Tl 3rer-ReraAT) & &G 7 ST SI1T §, ool
3FHT & oIl GoIoT |

These texts blend Islamic teachings with Greek philosophy and mysticism.

4 4 FEATHT AT T FoTredY geler 3R Tegareg & ary fAfAd aa g

Seven Commandments: Instead of the five pillars of Islam, the Druze follow seven
ethical principles, including truthfulness, loyalty to the community, and
renunciation of worldly desires.

AT HTATE: STATHA F U FAHT & ToT, g AT AT [AGHUTAl T UToled d o, ToTdH
geafasst, §Herd & gfd awierl, 3R G seansit w1 o afde &

Secrecy and Non-Proselytization: The Druze do not proselytize, and their
religious practices are kept private, contributing to their enigmatic reputation.

e 3R IR-TAR: G5 TAR A ), 3R 3 anfie wurd sl @l Seh 8, S 3o
WA yfassT & Aeree &t &

Social and Cultural Characteristics

qrATTor AR wrepfaw fdvant

The Druze are known for their strong sense of community, loyalty, and resilience,
shaped by centuries of living as a minority in often hostile environments.

gt 37T HSTT HHGTT HTT=AT, THIGRT, 3R Teelrae & foIT St S &, S 3R
IAATYOT ATATaARVT H HETHETS & ®9 H HIGAT cIoh Sfet § TR o rm &

Ethnic Identity: The Druze consider themselves an ethnoreligious group, with a
distinct identity separate from Arab or other regional identities, though they often
speak Arabic and integrate into local cultures.

ST 9Tt gof e, 1 Teh ATHI-ETAE WHg AT &, fSieTeh! 37erer ggee 3R ar
3T &R gl @ 3ol g, §Teliteh 3 e 3alt dleld & AN T gepfaat &
TehIehel BIct ¢ |

Community Structure: Druze society is tightly knit, with a focus on mutual
support. Marriage outside the community is rare, preserving their distinct identity.

AT FITT: G FHTor uferss g, Fores areafies g@der X eare i i &1 a3era
o TeX faaTE geter 8, ST 3eteht fafirse wgeer A e A g

Cultural Practices: Druze festivals and traditions often revolve around religious
sites like tombs of prophets (e.g., Prophet Shu’ayb’s shrine in Israel).

WIEHfaF TATE: 5o cATeR 3R I ey enfdies Tual S Jerast &1 el (3Te0r &
forT, sorTge # teraw e &1 AR & 3618 gl 1

They celebrate Eid al-Adha but interpret it differently from mainstream Islam.
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o O ST IA-3UT HAT § olfehe] S0 HETURT SEATH U HelaT clieh I ITEAT HIl ¢ |

Geographical Distribution and Demographics

sitnfares faawor 3tk ssaifegdr

e The Druze population is estimated to be around 1 to 1.5 million worldwide, with the
majority concentrated in the Levant.

o GO HEIEY faeT T 9T SETeT 1 R 1.5 ATt g1 1 17T &, Foe Jrferenier oAt A
Hied &1

e Lebanon: Approximately 250,000-300,000 Druze live in Mount Lebanon and the
Chouf region, making up about 5% of Lebanon’s population.

o OFTeT: oTaT$7IT 250,000-300,000 g7 ATST AdeArer 3V A6 &1 7 6l &, S Aeetrer Y
TATEY T T 5% & |

e Syria: Around 700,000 Druze reside primarily in Jabal al-Druze (Suwayda
Governorate), constituting about 3% of Syria’s population.

o HRAT: 7T 700,000 G3T HET &I 8 SAael IeA-gal (GATIST TGee) H ol o, oif AT
Y JATETEY T STITHIT 3% g |

o Israel: Approximately 150,000 Druze live in Galilee and the Golan Heights, forming a
small but significant minority.

o SIS oS 150,000 gt dtefier 3R eIt BT8CH H TGl ©, il Ueh BIET dAfehet
HECAYUT HeTHETS HHG ol o |

e They are recognized as a distinct religious community by the Israeli government.

o 3o¢ SoNTEa WIHR canT Ueh faflrse enfites weqemr & &9 # Aegar wred B

e Jordan and Diaspora: Smaller communities exist in Jordan (around 20,000) and in
diaspora populations in countries like the United States, Canada, and Australia.

o SIS 3R varH): BI FHETT SAET 7 (ST 20,000) 3R yATHY ITATEY H S wgFA
T, HarsT, 3R sireeferar 7 Alse

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper III: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. Services exports cut India’s trade deficit by 9.4% in Q1

A3t & fAITT @ HRT FT TR °TeT Ugell fAATET 7 9.4% Ter
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2. Happy homecoming for Shukla, 3 other astronauts after
mission to the ISS

IréuaTy AT & are e AR 3 I sraRerntIat f gae

qrgHY

3. Confined Field Trials of GM Maize to Begin at Punjab
University This Kharif Season

yore faeafaeares # 3@ @iw Here 7 Sfred 7w & HfFa
oS TRIe YE g

4. India Receives Second GE-F404 Engine for LCA Mark-1A
Jets

HRA F TAHIT ATH-1T A¢H F AT AT GE-F404 1T
e

5. New Fellowship to Bolster Research in State
Universities

T fareafaeareral A segaYTe i 9orar & F fav s

AT

6. Govt. Data Show Fall in Women at Work in Rural, Urban
Areas

WIHRY 3R AT § JrHior 3R agd et A Afgemat &
HTASTS # fRmae

7. Searching for extraterrestrial life means asking the right
questions first

STET IARET H SAiaeT 1 @ FT 7Y § TES FE T TSl

8. Dance of darkness
HUFHR FT
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9. Pain remains

& Ha s ST gam &
10. Contesting the Future of Forest Governance
de ATH & HTAST YT THIT

11. More tourist beds, fewer homes: Cost of ‘Overtourism’
in EU

T w9 7 it wdee i e 3w s
foFay, FA W

12. How is global shipping trying to decarbonise?
g RN Srefasaera fY FIfvr FA FTE 2

13. How Vulnerable are Delhi Citizens to Cybercrime?

faeel & AR WS 3rarer & ufa fhdsr Fagaefiear &7
14. ‘Good progress on EU FTA talks, less so on ASEAN pact
review’

FUIT TG F{FT AR FASAT T arelt 7 3=y verfa,
I gasia i g e A F7 yafay
15. TAFE, ICRISAT to establish adaptive farm centre

& 3l TSRS THTE AeE sTEe FY Fg
TR ST
14. ‘China’s major commodity imports show rising price
sensitivity’

T & T T HTATT H Tt Hed FAgT2ftere @S & W

%-!
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Services exports cut India’s
trade deficit by 9.4% in Q1

Around 11% growth in services exports helps overall trade deficit contract to $20.3 billion; current
export growth on track to beat last year’s record figures of $825 billion, says Commerce Secretary

The Hindu Bureau

ter of last year.

NEW DELHI Decline in deficit Merchandise exports in
o . ) 1 of this financial year

., The chart shows India’s imports and exports in the April-June Q . .
l Egll"]e(lzist Ovegzgtréﬁedg quarten;in the manufacturing and service sectors ]%,TO (;w J[l[];\ié:iliol\ﬁ;lzéz bll:
9.4% to $20.3 billion in 240 B Exports wal emphasised that a
the first quarter (QI) of the 230.62 large part of this slowdown

current financial year, dri-

M Imports

was due to falling petro-

ven by a nearly 11% growth = 220 leum prices, since India’s
in services exports during g non-petroleum  exports
this period, according to = grew 6% during this
official data. - 500 period.

Data released by the Mi-
nistry of Commerce and

India’s total imports
grew 4.4% in Q1 of this fi-

Industry on Tuesday nancial year to $230.6 bil-
showed that India’s overall 180 lion, with merchandise im-
exports grew to $210.3 bil- April-June 2024 April-June 2025 ports growing 4.2% and
lion in the April-June quar- SOURCE: DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF FOREIGN TRADE  Services imports growing
ter, up from $198.5 billion 4.9% during this period.
in the corresponding pe- tary Sunil Barthwal said at India’s total exports The United States re-
riod of the previous finan-  a press briefing. stood at an all-time high of = mained the top export des-
cial year, rising about 6%. “In fact, if you look at ~ $825 billion in the financial  tination for India, with ex-
this quarter, both mer- year 2024-25. ports to that country

Positive territory

“If exports grow the way
they have grown in Quar-
ter One of this financial
year, then we are going to
beat last year’s record ex-
ports,” Commerce Secre-

chandise as well as servic-
es are in the positive terri-
tory and better than what
was expected by WTO
[World Trade Organisa-
tion] in terms of world
trade,” he added.

Services exports cut India’s

JAT & AT W HRA HT ITIR =91eT 9ol faAR 7 9.4% wer

e Around 11% growth in services exports helps overall trade deficit contract to
$20.3 billion; current export growth on track to beat last year’s record figures of

Within India’s total ex-
ports, it was services that
drove the growth. Services
exports rose to $98.1 bil-
lion this Q1, up nearly 11%
from the $88.5 billion seen
in the corresponding quar-

growing 22.1% to $25.5 bil-
lion in Q1 of this financial
year. The others are the
United Arab Emirates
($9.04 billion), the Nether-
lands ($5.65 billion), China
($4.4 billion).

trade deficit by 9.4% in Q1

$825 billion, says Commerce Secretary.

Qi F T & Sremr 11% gEftr & Fror SR wrer $20.3 fAfdwer a= Rever; AlsEr
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forte gefor Roa o & $825 Rferaer & Rais 33 ) IR F it T8 W e, afvsy

T a w1l

e India’s overall trade deficit contracted 9.4% to $20.3 billion in the first quarter (Q1)
of the current financial year, driven by a nearly 11% growth in services exports,
according to official data.

IR Mgl & HTUR, R HT Fel SR HTET TAT faeir a¥ Ay ggel faame
(Q1) 7 9.4% TeaT $20.3 faforaer 17 aram, St amsit & ata 7 aerser 11% ggfer & Fror
§'3TI'I

o Data released by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry on Tuesday showed that

India’s overall exports grew to $210.3 billion in the April-June quarter, up from
$198.5 billion in the corresponding period of the previous year, rising about 6%.

HITSTR FT A0S 3 ISANT HATTT GaRT SIRY IHTFsT F AR, SR FT Fel i
3ot fATel 3 St $210.3 Rforer &Y a1, S Aol af i waTe 3rafr & $198.5
faforaer & sarsrer 6% e 81

Positive territory
TPRIcHS &7 # yeeie

o “If exports grow the way they have grown in Quarter One of this financial year,
then we are going to beat last year’s record exports,” Commerce Secretary Sunil
Barthwal said at a press briefing.

aiforsa wfaT gelter adare & v G shifther & Fer, "af Tt st o & sgar e S
%wmﬁﬁwm#gm%,mwmﬁa:ﬂﬁ%mﬁamﬁwaﬂ
coill

o« “In fact, if you look at this quarter, both merchandise as well as services are in the

positive territory and better than what was expected by WTO (World Trade
Organisation) in terms of world trade,” he added.

gl FeT, "5H TAHATE & 379 &@T FTT aY ATer 31K G0 =AY & FFRIeHAF ey A ¥ 3
T AR WIS (WTO) FY 3r9eT13it F dga¥ veelT # @ 1"

Export Performance Breakdown

ot yeeler &1 faavor

o India’s total exports stood at an all-time high of $825 billion in the financial year
2024-25.

AR F1 Fof Tz el a¥ 2024-25 # 39 T & 397 TR $825 T W wgw
AT
o Within India’s total exports, it was services that drove the growth.

HRA & Fo aTa &, 90 7@ 5[0 FRF @
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e Services exports rose to $98.1 billion in Q1, up nearly 11% from $88.5 billion in the
corresponding quarter of last year.

Jar3t o1 AATT ggel A & Teat $98.1 RfeTa &) 7, o Rod g fi AT 3@ &
$88.5 faforasr & sererar 11% 3110 &1

e Merchandise exports in Q1 of this financial year grew just 2% to $112.2 billion.
are] e a it wgel s 7 #rer 1 aTa Faa 2% et $112.2 faforgst &Y arm

o Mr. Barthwal emphasised that a large part of this slowdown was due to falling
petroleum prices, since India’s non-petroleum exports grew 6% during this period.

»ff gdfaTer A SR T 7 37 A 1 937 FROT FRAfAIH FrAdl H PRiae o, FifF 5w
IS & AR F71 R-9AfATH FaTaT 6% el

Imports Performance
3T vgele

o India’s total imports grew 4.4% in Q1 of this financial year to $230.6 billion.
HIT T Fel HATT 0 ey ad hr gl faaAre & 4.4% Fgahv $230.6 fafaraer g arm)

e Merchandise imports grew 4.2%, and services imports grew 4.9% during this
period.

39 37af & AT ITATT 4.2% 3R Janait F1 34T 4.9% TSI

Top Export Destinations

ofi§ foaTa ardeT

¢ The United States remained the top export destination for India, with exports
growing 22.1% to $25.5 billion in Q1.

TIFA T HARSHT R & faw o v arrewr s=m war, Sret e 22.1% T597 $25.5
faferareT g aram

e The others are the United Arab Emirates (UAE) with $9.04 billion, the Netherlands
with $5.65 billion, and China with $4.4 billion.

e TG AT 8 VYT IR FHANTT (UAE) $9.04 fafarar, sitezels $5.65 faforaa, 3ilx
=T $4.4 fafareT|
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Indian astronaut Shubhan-
shu Shukla and his fellow
crew members on the Ax-
iom Mission 4 (Ax-4) re-
turned to earth on Tues-
day, with their SpaceX
Dragon capsule splashing
down off the San Diego
coast in the US. at 3.02
p.m. IST.

They returned from an
18-day sojourn on the In-
ternational Space Station

nyaan Mission.

The Dragon’s splash-
down occurred nearly 23
hours after it departed
from the ISS on Monday.
The astronauts made their
way out of the capsule 50
minutes later, helped by
the medical crew aboard
the Space X recovery ves-
sel, Shannon.

The first to come out of
Dragon was Ax-4 mission
Commander Peggy Whit
son of the U.S. She was fol-

the cameras, the astro-
nauts were assisted by the
team aboard the recovery
vessel as they went for rou-
tine medical checks after
spending nearly three
weeks in microgravity con-
ditions. According to the
Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO), Group
Captain Shukla will under-
go a rehabilitation pro-
gramme for about a week
under the supervision of
flight surgeons to help him
adapt back to gravity.
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60 research activities and
23 outreach events.
“Thanks for the great
ride and safe trip and hap-
py to be back,” Ms. Whit-
son said in her first mes-
sage post splashdown.
Early on Tuesday, Spa-
ceX announced that the
Dragon was on track to re-
enter the atmosphere and
splash down as per sche-
dule. At around 2.09 p.m.,
the deorbit burn phase of
the splashdown com-
menced, lasting for about

minutes later, the Dragon’s
two drogue parachutes de-
ployed above the Pacific
Ocean, followed by deploy-
ment of the four main pa-
rachutes, and the Dragon
had a textbook
splashdown.

Soon after splashdown,
a couple of fast boats with
recovery personnel ap-
proached the Dragon to
ensure that the spacecraft
was safe.

Medical checks

recovery vessel Shannon
approached the Dragon.

The Dragon was then
lifted to the recovery vessel
and placed on the recovery
nest before being moved to
the hangar aboard the ship
for the opening of the spa-
cecraft hatch. After the
hatch was opened, the as-
tronauts exited the Dragon
one by one, completing
their mission.

Axiom Space said that
the crew will undergo their
first medical checks on-

lowed by Group Captain
ho was the pilot Hard ground: Shubhanshu Shukla being helped out of the Dragon 18 minutes. The recovery personnel board the recovery vessel,
320 orbits of earth capsule that splashed down off the San Diego coast on Tuesday. P11 Following the comple- then completed sniff before flying on a helicop-
human spaceflight, with S The four astronauts flew to tion of the deorbit burn, checks to ensure there ter back to land. From
Group Captain Shukla of  ski-Wisniewski of Poland; the ISS on the Dragon after  June 25. During the mis- 320 orbits of earth, cover-  the trunk was jettisoned,  were no hazardous chemi-  there, the crew will be
the Indian Air Force having  and Mission Specialist Ti- it was launched by the Fal-  sion which took off from  ing8.4 millionmilesofspa- and the Dragon’s nose calsaroundthevehicleand flown to Houston where
been selected as one of the  bor Kapu of Hungary. con 9 from the Kennedy Florida after multiple de- ceflight, Axiom Space said.  cone was secured for entry ~ after they picked up the they will be reunited with
astronauts on India’s Gaga- Smiling and waving at  Space Center in Floridaon  lays, the crew completed  They also completed over  into the atmosphere. A few  main parachutes, the main  their respective teams.

(ISS) that was a first step for ~ Shukla, w

India’s own ambitions for  for the ; Mission

Happy homecoming for Shukla, 3 other astronauts after
mission to the ISS

ISTHTH AU & a1 et 3 3 37 IaRarAEAT 1 gag
araHY

¢ Indian astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla and his fellow crew members on the Axiom
Mission 4 (Ax-4) returned to earth on Tuesday, with their SpaceX Dragon capsule
splashing down off the San Diego coast in the U.S. at 3.02 p.m. IST.

AT rafet Ar Qo] el AR 3% WE T ool Wewd TUIFHA AT 4 (Ax-4)
T HAGAR HT gLal 9T Ale AT, ST 3T TIHCFH 3977 HFoge 3.02 T IST 9X A7 FBoan
a<, IARFT & 91 9t 7 3|

e They returned from an 18-day sojourn on the International Space Station (ISS) that
was a first step for India’s own ambitions for human spaceflight, with Group
Captain Shukla of the Indian Air Force having been selected as one of the
astronauts on India’s Gaganyaan Mission.

q 18-Te=T Y T & A1 ARSI HANET T2 (ISS) W «le, I R & AAT HaaT
33T Y AGcATHIaTHT & fT wgal Few or, forws ARl argaa & u e gt A
TareTaT e & fw sraRer aeh & & F o = g

e The Dragon’s splashdown occurred nearly 23 hours after it departed from the ISS
on Monday.

97T T T TCASTIA FAGR FI ISS W TEUTA FIA & I 23 G e EHT

e The astronauts made their way out of the capsule 50 minutes later, helped by the
medical crew aboard the SpaceX recovery vessel, Shannon.

3iafeat It 50 fAsTe a1g Foge § T} 3T, e v Read O a9 w Alsg
AfTHe f o Fergd A
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e The first to come out of Dragon was Ax-4 mission Commander Peggy Whitson of
the U.S.

29T & FIH g 18T AT areh At IARFT Y vard-4 A2 FATS I gewa|

o She was followed by Group Captain Shukla, who was the pilot for the mission;
Mission Specialist Stawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski of Poland; and Mission
Specialist Tibor Kapu of Hungary.

3% q1G Y9 HFeeaT YT, S e F arrere &; dels F B wefaee womarer
IgateehT-faeaerhy; 3R E & e Wafaee e Fq amww v

+ Smiling and waving at the cameras, the astronauts were assisted by the team
aboard the recovery vessel as they went for routine medical checks after
spending nearly three weeks in microgravity conditions.

FFRI Y I AERI IR T e o, AaRerntat # Read ia W #leg da 3
FETIdT &Y, 9 d ST el AoTg ATsshEi e uRfEufaat & faae & g A

Rfercar adiator & faw arv)

e According to the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), Group Captain
Shukla will undergo a rehabilitation programme for about a week under the
supervision of flight surgeons to help him adapt back to gravity.

AT HAReT HTHUTT WIS (ISRO) F TR, YT FTT YFT AN T HoATg qF
QAT FIRAHH 8 AT, Y FATSE Toral 1 IR 37 g1 A1y q§ gt 1 Ireearayor
feufer & araw sregqere #T 71

320 orbits of Earth

gt dr 320 TRFATT

¢ The four astronauts flew to the ISS on the Dragon after it was launched by the
Falcon 9 from the Kennedy Space Center in Florida on June 25.

IRT 3aARaT AT 25 [ A FARET Pua FA3 FF deT @ BIeda 9 ganT dlea fHe I
29 W FAR T IETHTH 10|

e During the mission which took off from Florida after multiple delays, the crew
completed 320 orbits of Earth, covering 8.4 million miles of spaceflight, Axiom
Space said.

FeRET & $§ TR e & aTe [ U 50 e & ERwe, gef o ged v 320 TRep#ATE Th
&1 atkx 84 arw Hier i 3raNeT AT IF A, VAT viFEIH VH A FETl

o They also completed over 60 research activities and 23 outreach events.

3egiat 60 W 3 ety arfafafera siv 23 smsedia Frdww o ¥ frw)

e “Thanks for the great ride and safe trip and happy to be back,” Ms. Whitson said
in her first message post splashdown.

“AGI AT, Fefara aradt 3 R @ dteat i geit & v vegae,” g Reewar &
TOARBT3 & TG 3T Yga W H Fell

o Early on Tuesday, SpaceX announced that the Dragon was on track to re-enter the
atmosphere and splash down as per schedule.
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HITTAR Y6, TR0 F Gyor Y B 39 Foger srqer fruia s & sar
TgHASE A ¥ AN FeohrEET F faw d 9 )

At around 2.09 p.m., the deorbit burn phase of the splashdown commenced,
lasting for about 18 minutes.

FT 2.09 Fo¥ AITET, FOARISTSA HT ST HE St TT YE FIHT, ST I 18 fAeTe e =rem|

Following the completion of the deorbit burn, the trunk was jettisoned, and the
Dragon’s nose cone was secured for entry into the atmosphere.

ST T [ A & a1, T Y Iel9T FT 1T 717 3R 391 7 AV Fher ArgHS T wAwwr
& fore gaiara T & arm|

A few minutes later, the Dragon’s two drogue parachutes deployed above the
Pacific Ocean, followed by deployment of the four main parachutes, and the
Dragon had a textbook splashdown.

Fo AT 918 TIid HEERR & 9T 3977 & Y 317 TRIefe ga, AT IR 77 Rree go
3R $97T T FeTH ToelersIsa gam|

Soon after splashdown, a couple of fast boats with recovery personnel
approached the Dragon to ensure that the spacecraft was safe.

FERIETS & i 916, F dof e ATelt AT Revall HAAT & Fryr Zo1eT & e wgdt arfes
I gaftaa farar o w& o I Rida

Medical checks

Rfrcar s

The recovery personnel then completed sniff checks to ensure there were no
hazardous chemicals around the vehicle and after they picked up the main
parachutes, the main recovery vessel Shannon approached the Dragon.

Rearadt w14t a5 gaaa F & fow gaa it S (sniff checks) A fF a1 &
ITHITH FI$ FAFREF TR o 81 HN FET RRIE 3o & a1¢ 7T Repadt ar 'derer
$911 & 9T wge|

The Dragon was then lifted to the recovery vessel and placed on the recovery nest

before being moved to the hangar aboard the ship for the opening of the
spacecraft hatch.

S 91g 331 Y FoThT RNehadl 9id I 1= Ir347 3T Repad) Ave ¥ @1 I, e 3@
STETST 9T 9 89X & o ST 14T 1fh ATl T &9 @ieAT ST T |

After the hatch was opened, the astronauts exited the Dragon one by one,
completing their mission.

8T Gelal & a1, 3ARET I TH-Uh F7% 3911 & aTe< ek, Forardt sevehr farerst qof gam

Axiom Space said that the crew will undergo their first medical checks onboard
the recovery vessel, before flying on a helicopter back to land.

TfFEIH T & FgT F G oot Repadl N 9T ggelt IR faferear s & i, 39F a1
q gellericey garT A W araw wiar

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page6 1



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

e From there, the crew will be flown to Houston where they will be reunited with
their respective teams.

TET W AT Gl I EFET o AT AT, AT § IHIA-379 gell & aRT Aaien|
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_Confined field trials of GM
maize to begin at Punjab
umver51ty this kharif season

Vikas Vasudeva ble agriculture, has urged

CHANDIGARH the Punjab government to
withdraw its no-objection

Field trials of two kinds of certificate for the trials.

genetically modified (GM)
maize are expected to be-
gin this kharif (summer)
season at the Punjab Agri-

In a letter to the Punjab
Agriculture Minister, Ka-
vitha Kuruganti, co-con-
vener of the coalition, said

cultural University, weeks that the Statehad an issued
after the Genetic Engineer- ' an order prohibiting the
ing Appraisal Committee,  Trials will study weed-control use of glyphosate, a deadly

the country’s top regula-
tor, gave the nod for the
trials after receiving con-

efficacy in herbicide-tolerant
maize hybrids.

herbicide, with a large bo-
dy of scientific literature
pointing to its negative im-

sent from the Punjab sect-protected maize hy- pactson human health and
government. brids against targeted lepi- the environment.

In its meeting in June, dopteran pests. “How can the university
the committee recom- “The trials are for re- experiment with herbi-
mended a proposal by search purposes only, and cide-tolerant maize that

Bayer Crop Science Ltd. for
the conduct of confined
field trials of herbicide-tol-
erant transgenic maize and
insect-resistant transgenic
maize at the Ludhiana-

we are not going to recom-
mend that it (GM maize)
should be grown commer-
cially or not. It’s for the
Central government to
take a call,” Punjab Agricul-

has been modified to with-
stand the application of
glyphosate, which is in it-
self against the legally-ap-
proved label claim for gly-
phosate in India’s

based university. The trials  tural University Vice-Chan-  pesticides regulatory re-
will study weed-control ef- cellor Satbir Singh Gosal gime?” she said. She also
ficacy in herbicide-tolerant  told The Hindu. urged the State to priori-
maize hybrids with the ap- The Coalition for a GM- tise an inquiry into the
plication of glyphosate-K Free India, a platform ad- scientific basis for such
salt, and the efficacy of in-  vocating safe and sustaina- NOCs were being issued.
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Confined Field Trials of GM Maize to Begin at Punjab
University This Kharif Season

yorre feafaearery 7 3@ @iw Here 7 Sfred At & Hiffa
PBIes S AR gaT

Field trials of two kinds of genetically modified (GM) maize are expected to begin this
kharif (summer) season at the Punjab Agricultural University,

& YR & SiAfehdl AMSHIES (Sus) AaHhT & Fres e 50 @O (313 & Alwa 7
goiTe TfieeaRe IR 7 oF g H 3FlE §,
Weeks after the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee, the country’s top

regulator, gave the nod for the trials after receiving consent from the Punjab
government.

6 o Ugl 81 ol & i foramares Sfes SShforafier srdisrer 3¢ & o aaR 61
TEATA A & 916 3o gred &l Hafdr &7 At

In its June meeting, the committee recommended a proposal by Bayer Crop Science
Ltd.

ST Y Ao A Gl F IR Fia asw RS & gedara Hr f@owrier

The proposal was for confined field trials of herbicide-tolerant transgenic maize and
insect-resistant transgenic maize at the Ludhiana-based university.

& # gftraren Py freafigamey # gefugs-efore groafas #awr 3k fre-gforius
TS e AFHT & HIAT Bles ged i I

The trials will study:

T H g ey« fohar Sream:

o Weed-control efficacy in herbicide-tolerant maize hybrids with glyphosate-K
salt.

galaTSS-gTae AT g3fasd & TAIERIC-F AIee & TANT T SITell g1 W
fagor & yeraefierarn

o Efficacy of insect-protected maize hybrids against targeted lepidopteran
pests.

dfara afEicets fret & [Aecy fe-avidra A gsfasw Hr wsnaefiear|
“The trials are for research purposes only, and we are not going to recommend
commercial cultivation,” said Vice-Chancellor Satbir Singh Gosal.

‘T CRIST Fael HTHYUT 8] 8, 3N 5 ATAIAF Wt Y RAwTREr 78t X W@, G iy
faeatacarera & Ferafa aediv g e = Fer|

The Central government will take the final call on commercial use.

g TIHR 58 W 3ifae AoTy ol o 58 aifofogs &9 @ 3amar Sre ar =447 |

The Coalition for a GM-Free India, advocating safe and sustainable agriculture, has
urged the Punjab government to withdraw its No-Objection Certificate (NOC).
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g 3R Taa T H TFHAT FA ATl ATA-HY $TAT HareT F TS TER F AR
YHTOTYT (NOC) aTadq a et chl 37dTel ST g |

« Kavitha Kuruganti, co-convener of the coalition, wrote to the Punjab Agriculture
Minister, raising objections.

IS T WE-HANSTH HIAAT FHI e o1 Tl FI¥ FHAY 1 97 Forge mafey SIS
o She pointed out the State had already prohibited glyphosate, citing its harmful effects
on human health and the environment.

3egiel IdTT fh ToT TPR o Tl & TIIPIUE & YA U TfAeer o 8, FAifeh 39
AT TGTELT 3T qATaor X g gana &

e She questioned how the university could trial herbicide-tolerant maize modified to
withstand glyphosate, while its use is not legally approved in India.

3eglel aTel 31T foh ST R H TARIBIIE FT 3TANT Flefell T § Tl 181 &, A
farafacarer S8 g8 I M Herehr &1 GHNET0T F Fehell 872

e She urged the State to conduct a scientific inquiry into the basis of such NOCs being
issued.

3egiel T U 3R T o a8 ¥ NOC SR et & Samrfores 3T o1 St Y|
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India receives second
GE-F404 engine for
LCA Mark—lA jets

Saurabh Tnvedl
NEW DELHI

India on Monday received
the second GE-F404 en-
gine from the United States
for the Light Combat Air-
craft (LCA) Mark-1A fighter
jet programme.

A senior Defence official
confirmed the develop-
ment and said that public
sector firm Hindustan Ae-
ronautics Limited (HAL)
has taken delivery of the
engine and is expected to
receive 12 more GE-F404
engines by the end of the
current financial year.

“The engines will be fit-
ted on the LCA Mark-1A
fighter jets. Their delivery
had been delayed by over a
year due to supply chain
disruptions faced by the
American engine manufac-
turer,” the official said.

The Indian Air Force
(IAF) has placed orders for
83 LCA Mark-1A aircraft. A
proposal to procure 97 ad-
ditional aircraft is at an ad-

LCA Tejas

vanced stage following
clearance from the De-
fence Ministry, the official
added.

Earlier this year, HAL re-
ceived the first GE-F404
engine in March. The en-
gines will be integrated
with the LCA Mk-1A fight-
ers, with HAL aiming to de-
liver over 10 aircraft to the
Indian Air Force in the
near term.

Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh recently held a
phone conversation with
U.S. Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth to review on-
going and forthcoming in-
itiatives aimed at enhanc-
ing defence cooperation
between two countries.

India Receives Second GE-F404
Engine for LCA Mark-1A Jets

R F TAHIT ATH-1T SieH & faw
Ga GE-F404 $o1e e

 India on Monday received the second GE-F404
engine from the United States for the Light Combat
Aircraft (LCA) Mark-1A programme.

R o WAGR P! ATSE HIFAE TITHIFE (TAHIT)
HIH-1T Hdsha & [T TgFd T IARFT & g7

GE-F404 g3 9Tt |

« A senior Defence official confirmed the
development.

T aiiss &1 HIAFR A 36 fashrg v gise &

e Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), a public
sector firm, has taken delivery of the engine.

Ao &1 A FUh Rgrasr wRiAleTrd fafaes
(HAL) & S31eT 1 f3eltadl ared T ol g

e HAL is expected to receive 12 more GE-F404
engines by the end of the current financial year.

HAL T ad#Te [T a¥ & 3ia d& 12 31X GE-F404

gord [Hclel 1 371G &
e “The engines will be fitted on LCA Mark-1A
fighter jets,” said the official.

3TTRIFRY & TATT, “Y §7T TAHIT ATH-1T BIFX SIeH
H 9T AL

e The delivery was delayed by over a year due to

supply chain disruptions faced by the American engine manufacturer.

IANFY SoteT FAATAT 7 FoaTE AT F arenm3it & FRo7 fEeohadl 7§ v arer ¥ 1w frad

g3

. The Indian Air Force (IAF) has placed orders for 83 LCA Mark-1A aircraft.
HRART AT (IAF) 7 83 Terdiw ATH-1T Ramat & forw 3ifsT fear 3

e A proposal to procure 97 additional aircraft is at an advanced stage after receiving
clearance from the Defence Ministry.

97 rfaRea Rt i @lig &1 yeara T #areT @ Aol Ao & oG 3ifaw o A 5
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HAL received the first GE-F404 engine in March 2025.
HAL % 9gaT GE-F404 g3t AT 2025 H fHer &

o HAL plans to integrate these engines with LCA Mk-1A fighters and deliver over 10
aircraft to the IAF in the near term.

HAL 3T 5Tt T TarIT ATH-1T aT3Teh faaATal & vhipd ahien 3R e sfasa 410 &
iftre T sl argden Y Wiae S AT 7T @7

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh recently had a phone conversation with U.S.
Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth.

T&T 73 TTAry g o g7 &7 & WARFY W8 gRg die 93T § B\ 9T ara=id $r

e The discussion reviewed ongoing and upcoming initiatives to enhance defence
cooperation between the two countries.

g AT H gt 221 & ST &I FEAIT dor & faw I WY 3 3meme ggat Hr gehem v
TS|
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New fellowship
to bolster research
1n State unlversmes

[acob Koshy Unlike previous
NEW DELHI

To tap into the expertise of
retired scientists, the Anu-
sandhan National Re-

fellowships, the new
initiative by the
ANRF is also open to
overseas scientists
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New Fellowship to Bolster Research
in State Universities

o fareafaereral A seTaYT HY Fgrar
aa & fow 15 ey

. To utilize the expertise of retired scientists, the
Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF)
has launched Prime Minister Professorships.

search Foundation (ANRF) Jarfaga darfat At faerwaaar &1 ome7 3o & forw
— the newly constituted bo- . . . .
dy for funding scientificre- A key distinction of the  3{THITeT AL AT BT33AT (ANRF) & THTAHAT
search — has announced new programme is that re- N - >
the  Prime Minister ~ cipients must be based at 'l;ﬂﬂﬂqm AR &$r %’|
Professorships. State universities that qual- > . oo
Each selected Professor  ify as “spoke” institutions  ® Each selected Professor will receive:
will receive an annual fel-  under Category A of the re- Ep:lﬁa' m ;nw m
lowship of T30 lakh, along  cently introduced Promot- ¢ avéf ]
with 324 lakh as aresearch  ing Advanced and Inclu- o ¥30 lakh annual fellowshi p
grant for consumables, sive Research (PAIR)
domestic travel, contingen-  programme of the ANRF. 330 ™ Eﬁ]‘ mﬁa; ﬂ-ﬁﬂﬂ'q‘
cies, equipment and other The PAIR initiative links
expenses. An overhead of  universities with nascent © ¥24 lakh research grant (fOl' consumables,

1 lakh a year has also been
provisioned.

The Science and Engi-
neering Research Board
(SERB), now subsumed un-

research ecosystems to
top-tier institutions in a
mentorship arrangement.
Select Central universities,
National Institutes of Tech-

domestic travel, contingencies, equipment, etc.)
24 ATE FT ITHETT IHe[aleT (SUHITT TE3HT, T AT,
3R TEHSAT, 3UHT 371 & forw)

der the ANRF, had earlier nology and Indian Insti- %1 lakh overhead cost per year
administered the SERB Dis-  tutes of Information Tech-

tinguished Fellowship for  nology have been classified qﬁ aﬁ- 1 &1E &1 m Eﬁ'

retired scientists. That as “spoke” institutions,

scheme offered a research
grant of 320 lakh per an-
num and a monthly fellow-
ship of ¥60,000.

Unlike previous fellow-
ships, the new initiative is
also open to overseas
scientists, including Non-
Resident Indians, Persons
of Indian Origin, and Over-

while institutions ranked
25 or below in the National
Institutional Ranking Fra-
mework are designated as
“hubs”.

“Applicants with strong
research credentials must
be actively involved in re-
search and innovation ac-
tivities, and demonstrate a

. The earlier SERB Distinguished Fellowship (now
subsumed under ANRF) offered 20 lakh grant + 260,000
monthly fellowship.

ggol $I SERB fafrse walfaq (St 3190 ANRF # faeiie gt
T §) A T20 AT FT HeJel 3K T60,000 ATFAF HelfAq
fHrerdT o

seas Citizens of India. Addi- strong commitment to ° New features OT: the prog ramme include:
tionally, professionals from  mentor faculty at the eligi- TR T ;rg' CELGILY gd YohX %Z

industry and experienced ble State universities . . . .

Professors of Practice with ~ where research and inno- © Opeﬂ to overseas scientists, InClUdlﬂg NRIs,
a “distinguished record” of ~ vation is still at a nascent P|Os, and OCls

research and innovation
are eligible to apply.

o

stage,” stated a note an-
nouncing the fellowship.

yarHT SR, AR 7o & eafFaat (P10s) 37 faaeft
AR ATIRFT (OCls) e fdeft d=fast & fow gor

Eligible for industry professionals and Professors of Practice with a

distinguished record

3T faerwaAt 3R aT e WiFew & forw ar, foretent JiJauTe a Farar &

Sea@ag Rais &
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e A key condition: Fellows must be placed at State universities that qualify as “spoke”
institutions under Category A of the PAIR programme.

Teh FET AT Bellol I PAIR FTIFHH AT FTIA A & 3cd "FNF" FEAWA & &9 H Qg
Ty freafagarert & derd o smeaT |

e The PAIR (Promoting Advanced and Inclusive Research) initiative links nascent
research universities to top-tier institutions for mentorship.

PAIR (W1fear vsaies vs saaafia Raw) qeol # RIS e freafyemrerat o1 o
FEYTEAT ¥ HeIRT &F AT Ser Srar B

¢ Institutions ranked 25 or below in the NIRF are considered “hubs”, while select
Central universities, NITs, and lliTs are “spokes”.

TSET FEATer IR haras (NIRF) # 25 a1 389 = I arel T8 "geq™ A AT E,
stafer Tafaa Sl Reafdeara, NITs 3R ITs 1 "Faew" A =gl

e Applicants must:
1Al Y TAFATATT TR AT I G HI=AT BIam:
o Have strong research credentials
A IHT FTIAT gleil ATgT
o Be actively involved in research and innovation

THYTST 3R AR # WihT § § eanfder gl =@rfgw

o Demonstrate commitment to mentor faculty at eligible State universities

uTH s faeafag@meral & dory &) #c Hite & faw gfdagyar ieare @riee|
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Govt. data show fall
in women at work in
rural, urban areas

Govt. says this could be due to seasonal agricultural patterns and intense

summer heat limiting outdoor work; unemployment rate stagnant at 5.6%

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he unemployment
T rate among people

aged 15 and above
has remained the same at
5.6% in June and May, ac-
cording to the Periodic La-
bour Force Survey re-
leased by the Statistics and
Programme Implementa-
tion Ministry here on
Tuesday.

Women’s participation
in labour force, both in ur-
ban and rural areas, de-
creased by one percentage
point in June compared
with May. The government
said there is a “marginal
decline” in the labour
force participation rate
(LFPR) among men too.

The Centre said the
marginal decline in LFPR
and worker population ra-
tio (WPR) in June was lar-
gely influenced by seasonal
agricultural patterns, in-
tense summer heat limit-
ing outdoor physical work,
and a shift of some unpaid
helpers, particularly from
higher-income rural hou-
seholds, towards domestic
chores. It said the share of
rural women workers in
agriculture dropped to

For females of all age groups in both rural and urban areas, the

LFPR was 24.5% in June and it was 25.5% in May. AP

69.8% in June from 70.2%
in May, indicating the re-
duced need for agricultu-
ral engagement among wo-
men, “perhaps due to a
decline in rural inflation”.

The Ministry said the
LFPR in current weekly
status among all persons
aged 15 and above was
54.2% during June com-
pared with 54.8% during
May. “The LFPR in rural
areas was 56.1% and LFPR
in urban areas was 50.4%
during June for persons of
the same age group,” the
Ministry said.

The LFPR for males
aged 15 and above in rural
and urban areas were
78.1% and 75%, respective-
ly in June, and it marked a
marginal decline from the

corresponding LFPR esti-
mates of 78.3% and 75.1%
for rural and urban areas,
respectively in May.

For females, the LFPR
for those aged 15 and above
in rural areas was 35.2% in
June. This was 36.9% in
May and 38.2% in April. In
urban areas, the LFPR was
25% in June. It was 25.3% in
May. For all age groups in
both rural and wurban
areas, the LFPR was 24.5%
in June compared with
25.5% in May.

The unemployment rate
for female and male of all
ages above 15 was 5.6%.
While for males, the rate
remained same as of May,
for females there was a de-
crease by 0.1 percentage
point.

Govt. Data Show
Fall in Women at
Work in Rural,
Urban Areas

ISR TS g &
IrHEToT 3T el e
# Afgenat &
HIHGTST # FrEae

e The unemployment rate for
people aged 15 and above
remained unchanged at 5.6%
in June and May, according to
the Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS).

15 7% 3R 39 Aftw sy &
T & FIT RIS 8T 5T
3R 7S F FAT W — 5.6%,
ST T maflres s aor gdator

(PLFS) & g 73|

« Women'’s participation in
the labour force in both urban
and rural areas decreased
by 1 percentage point in
June compared to May.

ergdY 3ikv artoT a¥EY
Afge3it F 537 g 7 HAefe
ST # HS AT it A 1 gfaerd
3P FHE TS|

e The Labour Force
Participation Rate (LFPR)
and Worker Population Ratio
(WPR) showed a marginal
decline due to:
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FROT:
o Seasonal agricultural patterns
atee Fy deat
o Extreme summer heat affecting outdoor physical work
wf#t r dr a1, TSE S1edr IR FrA gamfad gan

o Shift of unpaid helpers (especially from higher-income rural households) to
domestic chores

Irdafas werae, [y §0 § 3R arefior e_Y 4, e FHFTST H 3R A

e The share of rural women workers in agriculture dropped to 69.8% in June from
70.2% in May — possibly linked to reduced rural inflation.

FY &v 7 areftor Afyem AfAwT Ar RFaerd 7 7 70.2% & gcH T # 69.8% &1 IS —
ST HRUT ATHOT AgIS H FARrae & gonar 2
e Overall LFPR (for age 15+) was:
Fel LFPR (15 a¥ 31X 399 3W):
o 54.2% in June, down from 54.8% in May
ST A 54.2%, 7S H TG 54.8% AT
o Rural LFPR: 56.1% in June
AT LFPR: 56.1% [T &
o Urban LFPR: 50.4% in June
el LFPR: 50.4% S[eT &
e Male LFPR (15+ years):
q%sT T LFPR (15 9§ @ 3W):
o Rural: 78.1% in June, down from 78.3% in May
ArAIoT: ST A 78.1%, FE H 78.3%
o Urban: 75% in June, slightly lower than 75.1% in May
e ST H 75%, AS A 75.1%
e Female LFPR (15+ years):
Afgen3it FTLFPR (15 a9 @ 3T):;
o Rural: 35.2% in June, down from 36.9% in May and 38.2% in April
ArAIOT: ST A 35.2%, 7E H 36.9%, I A 38.2%
o Urban: 25% in June, slightly down from 25.3% in May
AE: T A 25%, AS H 25.3%
o All age groups combined: 24.5% in June, compared to 25.5% in May
T+l 3T WHEY A AT S F 24.5%, 7 H 25.5%
e Unemployment Rate (15+ age group):
AT &T (15 a¥ F FR):
o Total: 5.6% for both males and females

Foor: ot 3R e Gt 3% I 5.6%
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means asking the right questions first

for alien li

Has the q

iled? Researchers at the Institute for Particle Physi

1 Astrophysics at ETH Zurich recently offered a more nuanced answer to this question —

one reminiscent of an important attitude to have when doing research at the cutting edge, recognising that every observation carries with it a degree of uncertainty

ince the 1990s, scientists have

discovered hordes of planets

outside the solar system together

with tantalising hints of life — or
more accurately, hints of hints of life. So
far, however, there exists no proof that
there’s life anywhere in the universe
except on the earth.

Does that mean our quest for alien life
has failed?

A team led by researchers at the
Institute for Particle Physics and
Astrophysics at ETH Zurich, in
Switzerland, recently offered a more
nuanced answer to this question — one
Tel scent of an important attitude to
have when doing research at the cutting
edge.

Writing in a recent paper in The
Astronomical Journal, the team contended
that a “no signs of life detected”
conclusion can also offer valuable
information to guide and refine future
exoplanet studies. More broadly, the team
emphasised the importance of
recognising that every observation carries
with it a degree of uncertainty and that it
is important to ask the right questions.

Nothing is something

With the ultimate goal of assessing the
habitability of exoplanets and finding
potential signs of life, researchers have
used a statistical method called Bayesian
analysis. “It’s a way of updating our
understanding or beliefs based on new
evidence,” Daniel Angerhausen, a
scientist in the Department of Physics at
ETH Zurich and lead author of the new
paper, said.

‘This is like making a first guess based
on what one already believes, then
fine-tuning it. For example, you could
start by assuming life is very common in
the universe. When you observe a
hundred exoplanets without finding signs
of life, you adjust your guess to
accommodate factors that might explain
how life can be common yet not found on
these worlds. As you continue this
process over time, your answer to “How
common is life?” acquires a more
informed shape.

In the new paper, the team explored
how different starting assumptions affect
final estimates of how common life might
be.

The researchers simulated
observations of 100 exoplanets, ranging
from 1to 100, to determine the minimum
number of exoplanets that must be
examined to conclude how many worlds
are possibly habitable.

Their work suggested that if scientists
examine between 40 and 80 exoplanets

Aview of the Tarantula Nebula. The number of planets observed so far may suffice to establish an upper limit on the number of potentially habitable worlds.

NASA HUBBLE SPACE TELESCOPE

and find no evidence of life, they can
confidently conclude that fewer than 10%
to 20% of similar planets are likely to
support life. That is, life would be
relatively rare.

If the prevalence of life is indeed low,
around 10-20%, it would be
understandable for no signs of life to be
found in a sample of 40-80 planets. But if
life were more common, scientists should
expect to observe some indications of it in
that same sample. At least, this is the
team’s argument.

Need for better questions

This key finding suggests the number of
planets observed so far may suffice to
establish an upper limit on the number of
potentially habitable worlds. However,
the authors were careful to note that
“ideal” results are likely impossible
because every observation has some
uncertainty.

‘This uncertainty can manifest in many
ways (e.g., a false negative occurs when a
significant sign of life is overlooked) and is
related to the challenges in the questions
researchers ask when they set out to find
life signs.

Angerhausen explained that the
question “Does this planet have life?”
itself carries a significant risk of false
positives. For example, a planet may have
a small biosphere that doesn’t alter its
atmosphere in a way that can be detected

evidence of absence — as long as
we allow the right questions to
lead us

from a distance. In contrast, stipulating
whether “this planet has a temperature
within a specific range and concentrations
of certain molecules above a defined
threshold” could provide more
informative data.

When selecting which planets to
investigate, the paper emphasises the
importance of asking clear and specific
questions. For example, instead of posing
a vague question, one might ask, “Of all
the rocky planets in the habitable zone,
how many show signs of water vapour,
oxygen, and methane?” This would help
create clear selection criteria for
exoplanets as well as help experts avoid
misinterpreting data from an alien world.

When observations are filled with
uncertainty, the conclusion “no life
detected” can be meaningless. But if the
questions are thoughtfully designed, even
null results can serve as powerful tools in
the search for extraterrestrial life.

In sum, the effectiveness of a search
depends on asking the right questions
and not (solely) on the number of
exoplanets observed. If scientists lack
clarity on what specific indicators of life

they should focus on, even the best
telescopes could yield misleading results.

Significance

Angerhausen also stressed that in
addition to the technological
sophistication in upcoming projects like
the Large Interferometer for Exoplanets
(LIFE) and the Habitable Worlds
Observatory (HWO) — which aim to
observe dozens of earth-like planets —
“our study shows that there is still a lot of
work to be done on the theoretical side”
and on the foundations of their
knowledge. That is, how do we know a
certain signal is truly a sign of life? Or
what counts as dispositive evidence of a
habitable planet?

The LIFE and HWO projects plan to
study exoplanets for signs of water,
oxygen, and other molecules that may
indicate the presence of life. Angerhausen
himself expressed optimism about the
potential to discover habitable worlds. He
said that for the first time in human
history, humans will soon have the
technology to systematically search for
life in our cosmic neighbourhood.

In the final analysis, the new paper
asserts that the absence of evidence is not
evidence of absence — as long as we allow
the right questions to lead us.

(Shreejaya Karantha is a freelance
science writer.
shreejayakaranth@gmail.com)

THE GIST

Researchers use Bayesian
analysis to assess habitability.
When you observe a hundred
exoplanets without finding
life, you accommodate factors
that might explain how life
can be common yet not
found. As you continue this
process, your answer to ‘How
common is life?" acquires a
more informed shape

v

Researchers simulated
observations of 100
exoplanets to determine the
minimum that must be
examined. They suggested
that if the prevalence of life is
low, around 10-20%, it would
be understandable for no
signs of life to be found in a
sample of 40-80. But if life
were more common, there
should be indications of it in
that same sample

v

When observations are filled
with uncertainty, the
conclusion ‘no life detected’
can be meaningless. But if the
questions are thoughtfully
designed, even null results
can serve as powerful tools.
The effectiveness of a search
depends on the right
questions and not on the
number of exoplanets
observed
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Searching for extraterrestrial life means asking the right
questions first

aTEd 3afkat # siaer T @ F1 37 § g T 72T qBelt

Has the quest for alien life failed?
T U Shaet Y @ 3G a1 78 &2

Researchers at the Institute for Particle Physics and Astrophysics at ETH Zurich recently
offered a more nuanced answer to this question —

ETH 3IR® & s¥éIege v niftwe foaa vs wreifsfoaa & eltesrdisit o grer €1 A 56

ReT T Teh 310 FEH I T fohdr —

one reminiscent of an important attitude to have when doing research at the cutting
edge, recognising that every observation carries with it a degree of uncertainty

St JrYfae Aer S FHI 3UATT SileT aTel Ueh Hgeaqor GIeeahIvT T ITe EaTel &, T8
qerdleTd U o & Haeiishel & A1 U faRed AT & sfaRedar o2 i 81

The Search for Extraterrestrial Life

ey Siad fr @

Since the 1990s, scientists have discovered hordes of planets outside the solar system
together with tantalising hints of life — or more accurately, hints of hints of life.

1990 % &F W, AR o TR HST & STET Tg AR T AT TNsT B &, AT & Shaet &
T Thd — AT 31T TS &9 & Tdhdl & Thd II0 &

So far, however, there exists no proof that there’s life anywhere in the universe except
on the earth.

glelifeh 37a e Gt & 37cITaT qeATs # Fei #ft Sfae &1 HI$ TATOT 71 (AT B

Does that mean our quest for alien life has failed?

T 5T 379 & Toh gAY fdrger Sfaet iy @isr fawer g Tohr 872

A team led by researchers at the Institute for Particle Physics and Astrophysics at
ETH Zurich, Switzerland, recently offered a more nuanced answer to this question —

one reminiscent of an important attitude to have when doing research at the cutting
edge.

ETH s3ft@, Ragarels & wor sitfaehr stk @aiter stfarehr aeamer & eitersh1af ganT Adea
Y TS Teh A o 1ol &1 H 3 92T &7 Ueh Tt afsgpra 3o fear — S amyfas aver o
THI 3IATT ST aTel Ageaqur gieamor T A1¢ farrar g1

Writing in a recent paper in The Astronomical Journal, the team contended that a “no
signs of life detected” conclusion can also offer valuable information to guide and
refine future exoplanet studies.

& TECIATTAT Stetel 7 Ueh gTTorAT MY I &, A o T f&ar i "shaet & F1E T oAt
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e 1 Ay of fasy Y varaIcelae (T8 F a1ET F 7E)) A 1B F FERT 3k
RS el H HeqaTd ATARRT JeTel T Hehell &

More broadly, the team emphasised the importance of recognising that every
observation carries with it a degree of uncertainty and that it is important to ask the
right questions.

AT § F, A A 37 910 R AR 2T 7 & IrarelieneT & 61 & AfAReaaen o2 et &,
3R TE T TeeT IS Ageaqor & |

Nothing is something

T8 o e off v Sasn &

With the ultimate goal of assessing the habitability of exoplanets and finding potential
signs of life, researchers have used a statistical method called Bayesian analysis.

TFHICAAT Y TE A Yl &1 Hedisnet et 3R sfiaer & wenfde a&Fa @iaiet & 3ifas
3CaRT o TY, USRI  TAFAT [FAoT A Ueh Aifeaha Al &1 3uaier o g

“It's a way of updating our understanding or beliefs based on new evidence,” said Daniel
Angerhausen, a scientist in the Department of Physics at ETH Zurich and lead
author of the new paper.

“Ig 7§ ATTHRT & MU G FARY AT AT fATTH FT 3T FA I Ueh 1T 8,” ETH
SIR@ & iRy fasimer & 3=iiaeh 3R AT A0 & GHE d@F SfATer RIS o HeT|
This is like making a first guess based on what one already believes, then fine-tuning it.
Ig 38 E ¢ o IS Ugd § Ale faRamy & MR WX Ueh YR HeTATT oy 3R Y
34 guRr|

For example, you could start by assuming life is very common in the universe. When

you observe a hundred exoplanets without finding signs of life, you adjust your guess
to account for factors explaining why life might be common but undetected.

3eTeX0T & AT, 319 Tg AT Y& X bl & b FEATE # Shaet TgT FTA=T &1 ST 3T
100 TFRICAAT ST & HR SNl & FI§ Tl Tt [Hold, ol 1T 3T HeTHATST T Tg HHAS
% fore FArfora el & o 3 Shraet wmerer e g oft R ardht |

As you continue this process over time, your answer to “How common is life?” acquires
a more informed shape.

SH-3I 319 58 UiHAT B GHT F A1 S WA, Shae fraer aree 82" & e
3 3R AfF FAFRIT & AT B

In the new paper, the team explored how different starting assumptions affect final
estimates of how common life might be.

AT IR H, AF o Ig TiaT o H8 RAffes TRfAT 4o 56 a1d & 3ifAe 3]
JHTTIT et € o Sfaer e =T & gar ¢

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page74



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

a
www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

la

The researchers simulated observations of 100 exoplanets, ranging from 1 to 100, to
determine the minimum number of exoplanets that must be examined to conclude
how many worlds are possibly habitable.

AETRATHT o 1 7 100 TF F 100 TFRICAANCH F1 fAerreT fohar, Arfes a5 T fonar s ah
& forder T8T I FH T FH ST AT AT drfeh Tg sy Feprem 571 T & fvasy g
S AT QY goha B

Their work suggested that if scientists examine between 40 and 80 exoplanets and find

no evidence of life, they can confidently conclude that fewer than 10% to 20% of
similar planets are likely to support life.

3eTeh T o GeTa e foh 3R AATfoAes 40 @ 80 UFHITAATH 1 TI&TUT & 3 Shaer
FT P YA AT AT &, AT T Tg ATATAEH F sy Al T & F TAH TeT A A
10% ¥ 20% @ HH H &1 ST THT &1 ThcT ¢ |

That is, life would be relatively rare.

1T, SAraeT 3TYaTIHe geist B1aT |

If the prevalence of life is indeed low, around 10-20%, it would be understandable for no
signs of life to be found in a sample of 40-80 planets.

e Sitaet T 3qREYT areaa & F, 1317 10-20% ¢, ot 40-80 IET & AH H SNaeT F
FIE Tohd oTdT Trerer o=t & 37aT &1

But if life were more common, scientists should expect to observe some indications of
it in that same sample. At least, this is the team’s argument.

QifeheT 3R STaeT T8 WIATT GBI, o SeTelent T 3T Ao H F& Hevel 3T ST
e FA @ FA, TR AT FaF B

Need for Better Questions

AT TeaAT Y TgeTHAT

This key finding suggests the number of planets observed so far may suffice to establish
an upper limit on the number of potentially habitable worlds.

Ig Ageaqur forsad qaifar § o 319 e 4@ 10 arel ot Hear ad e A gt #
F0 AT T I & T gafeT gy gehah B

However, the authors were careful to note that “ideal” results are likely impossible
because every observation has some uncertainty.

gTelifeh, ol@ehl =¥ g Tase fhar foh "3meel” aRome emde g §97a § F3ifh g Adqalteed H
T o $O HAaaar g g
This uncertainty can manifest in many ways (e.g., a false negative occurs when a

significant sign of life is overlooked) and is related to the challenges in the questions
researchers ask when they set out to find life signs.

g Afafaddr &3 w0 &7 G 37 TordT & (o1 foh 5Ta Sfiaer & @hd &l AoR3igreT fhar
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ST Al el AFRIcHS TRUTH 3T Hehell ©) AR TE 58 ITc @ ST gl & Toh Aerehel Sl
SaeT & Hehd TIoTd § ol I F& TR &l &

e Angerhausen explained that the question “Does this planet have life?” itself carries a
significant risk of false positives.

TIREI3 o GHSTAT o 92T "1 36 A G sideT £2" 379 3719 H Id GhRIcHAS
IROTAT T T g7 ANT@H @ |

e For example, a planet may have a small biosphere that doesn'’t alter its atmosphere in
a way that can be detected from a distance.

3CTENUT & T, foRe 715 R B StasAse urTelt &1 Hercll § it 3Heh! aHSHIT HX
&I S8 G AG! dGeld T I8 gy A & ST Heh |

e In contrast, stipulating whether “this planet has a temperature within a specific range
and concentrations of certain molecules above a defined threshold” could provide
more informative data.

sae fawlia, A g1 ST 6 "o 50 718 T avaAr e faflree @ A § ik g
3rop3it it Figar aRenfa AT & Fuw 2" A sHd 3RS FTAFRIOT 32T 1o g1 Hehll &

 When selecting which planets to investigate, the paper emphasises the importance of
asking clear and specific questions.

foret a1gT Y ST et §, Ig o T THY MU Fose A fafirse qeat gt & Agea W
AR & &

o For example, instead of posing a vague question, one might ask, “Of all the rocky
planets in the habitable zone, how many show signs of water vapour, oxygen, and
methane?”

3ETER0T & ToIT, 3RS YReT Bt & Solld 1S g YD Hohll & [ "TEat A7 &1 7 Al
woft gl gl & @ At ¥ Srerarsy, st it AdaT & wha 2"

e This would help create clear selection criteria for exoplanets as well as help experts
avoid misinterpreting data from an alien world.

SO TFAITAT & AT TUSE T ATIES AR el H Acg eIl IR IAwAT Fr el
TEY T UTCq 32T Y I SATEAT FI & AT ST FhaT|

 When observations are filled with uncertainty, the conclusion “no life detected” can be
meaningless.

STe deliehal A rfafadar s g1, af sy "&ig Sfiaer 1dt fAar des gy gshar g

o But if the questions are thoughtfully designed, even null results can serve as powerful
tools in the search for extraterrestrial life.

ifeReT 3PR T2aT 1 AT-HASEH IR T 1T, & e afkome off ared Siaer & @i #
afFaamelt 3usHoT A 81 Tl &

e In sum, the effectiveness of a search depends on asking the right questions and not
(solely) on the number of exoplanets observed.
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HET H, Frdr @it T gerarefierar 56 9 e il & o @Y weet g 97w g AT e, o foh
had ¥ T TFAICATH $ &1 |

o If scientists lack clarity on what specific indicators of life they should focus on, even
the best telescopes could yield misleading results.

i dfaet Y 57 a1 $ Tasedr 181 ¢ o 3¢ SNad & HleT @ Thdel W €A FHfgd
YT AR, At Watas gater 8 simaes IO & Hehct B

Significance
HAgcd

¢ Angerhausen also stressed that in addition to the technological sophistication in
upcoming projects like the Large Interferometer for Exoplanets (LIFE) and the
Habitable Worlds Observatory (HWO) — which aim to observe dozens of earth-like
planets — “our study shows that there is still a lot of work to be done on the theoretical
side” and on the foundations of their knowledge.

TIREI39T of I8 811 IR ¢ ohgT foh Large Interferometer for Exoplanets (LIFE) 3
Habitable Worlds Observatory (HWO) S1¥ 3TRTTHT GRIAISTATIN 7 deheitehT GRsHT0T 5
3felTar — ST gt S gotett AT I W T 8T T § — “FHART 3EATT 01T & o 3rsfy
aﬁﬂa’yﬁ?qﬂﬁmmﬁﬁaded HIH fHIT SATAT SThT B 1

e Thatis, how do we know a certain signal is truly a sign of life? Or what counts as
dispositive evidence of a habitable planet?

I, §H Y AT T IS AAY Hohd arEdd H Siiaed &l Hohd £2 AT [hdT @A AT g

T Sl @ gaToT fAuiTs JeT AT STTe?

e The LIFE and HWO projects plan to study exoplanets for signs of water, oxygen, and
other molecules that may indicate the presence of life.

LIFE 31X HWO IRETSI-TT a1ed et & e, Jifereiiorer 3 31 3rop3it o Tehail ohr 3rearet
A T AISTAT ST § i Sitaer iy ufeafer s g2l Tod 81

e Angerhausen himself expressed optimism about the potential to discover habitable
worlds.

TIRET3ST « TIT Tget AT T T WieT I THHTTAT i olehy HTRATATE ST fohT |
e He said that for the first time in human history, humans will soon have the technology
to systematically search for life in our cosmic neighbourhood.

37giet gl foh ATeTd 3faera 3 ggell IR, HJSAT o UTH SToc &1 3101 FEATSIT IS H Sfae
&I HIfSd @ier & forw wigA P gt

o In the final analysis, the new paper asserts that the absence of evidence is not
evidence of absence — as long as we allow the right questions to lead us.

3iforer faewor &, o7am QNeras Jg erar i & foh wne iy arequiufay, srquafeafa & aea
TET Blci — ST e o6 G TG T HET W1 GaNT AFTG I et 1 3T &t B
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Dance of darkness

femmmmmmmmmmsmmmmam——— - .
.

GS Il S&T

Q: Whatis a
black hole
merger?
A: A black hole
merger happens
when two black
holes —
extremely dense objects with
gravity so strong that not even
light can escape — get close
and start orbiting each other.
Over time, they lose energy by
sending out invisible ripples in
spacetime called gravitational
waves. As they spiral closer
together, their orbit shrinks
until they finally crash and
combine into a single, bigger
black hole.
This moment releases a huge
burst of gravitational waves,
which can be detected on the
earth by special observatories
like LIGO in the US, Virgo in
Italy, and KAGRA in Japan.
Think of the phenomenon like
two figure skaters spinning
toward each other and then
grabbing hands to spin faster as
one, except in extreme physical
conditions.
Catching these events allows
scientists to learn new things
about black holes and the
universe.
In fact, on July 10, an
international collaboration of
scientists reported discovering
an especially massive black

The impending collision of two black holes is seen in this
still image from a computer simulation released by the
LIGO collaboration in 2016. REUTERS

hole merger, named GW231123. LIGO, Virgo, and

KAGRA had detected gravitational waves from

the merger on November 23, 2023. In this event,

two black holes, about 137x and 103x the mass
of the sun, crashed together, forming an even
bigger black hole. This was unusual because

black holes in this mass range are thought to be

rare.

The discovery suggests large black holes might
form when smaller ones merge, not just from
dying stars. GW231123 also showed both
original black holes spinning really fast, which
challenges existing theories of their existence.

¥

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

Dance of darkness
YRR T

Black Hole Merger
sos a1 faery

. A black hole merger
happens when two black holes —
extremely dense objects with
gravity so strong that not even
light can escape — get close and
start orbiting each other.

sol% el e 9 g & 919 &l solw
g — 3Tt gt s fSerehr
TEcATHYOT ATF Faedt 3rflraw gl &
o geprer 8t S1ET A TFHar — TF-
gL & I AT § 3R TH-gEy Y
AT FI T E |

o Over time, they lose energy
by sending out invisible ripples in
spacetime called gravitational
waves.

THI & A1, T TEcdIT a<at shgellol
aTelT GRAGYST AN & ATETH & FaAT
@ o §, S FmersH A der gl
gl

e As they spiral closer together, their orbit shrinks until they finally crash and combine
into a single, bigger black hole.

ST d Th-g@Y Y 3R GAS §C FAG 1A &, A 3T Fadm fps el § AR 37 9 3rww
# THUH 0 T3 sols Qo A et @ S

e This moment releases a huge burst of gravitational waves, which can be detected on
Earth by special observatories like LIGO in the US, Virgo in Italy, and KAGRA in

Japan.

Ig &T0T Fcad ALt T T Faermer RATEme Scuee i &, T8 g ox faehy qeremenait
S foR AR # LIGO, geeit  Virgo 31 SITarer # KAGRA SaRT UdT SI9TT ST HehelT § |
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e Think of the phenomenon like two figure skaters spinning toward each other and then
grabbing hands to spin faster as one, except in extreme physical conditions.

S TTAT T HTT &Y FRIR Fhed 1 g T Tehd ¢ i1 Th-g@R T AT G §U 3 § 3R
1Y UHIH U WY Al § g 9t §, 99 I At silfas Rufaai A grar g

e Catching these events allows scientists to learn new things about black holes and
the universe.

ST T3 T Thsa A AATTAF] BT solh gl 31T FEATS & TR H o€ ATTRINAT Ao @Y
gl

e Infact, on July 10, an international collaboration of scientists reported discovering
an especially massive black hole merger, named GW231123.

aTEcd #, 10 FATS 1 AR F TF HARSET THE 7 Toh AT 77 & forerer sotw @
farerar hr @isr 1 ga= &, fSraehT A1 GW231123 8|

e LIGO, Virgo, and KAGRA had detected gravitational waves from the merger on
November 23, 2023.

LIGO, Virgo 31X KAGRA = 58 faeid & 3cte I¥cald aALaIT T qall 23 FAqa 2023 &l

T AT |

« In this event, two black holes, about 137x and 103x the mass of the Sun, crashed
together, forming an even bigger black hole.

SH U H, At st g, FoIeTehl G ATel WF ¥ GeaqaATer & FHAA: 137 [T 3 103 [T 2T,
3T9E H T Tah 31T 93T seleh gl 91|

e This was unusual because black holes in this mass range are thought to be rare.
wmmﬁﬁ%wmm#mma@ﬁwmm%l

e The discovery suggests large black holes might form when smaller ones merge, not
just from dying stars.

mmm%%@mmmmgaﬁ@ﬁaﬁmmmmtmﬁ

Y 57 FFA & |
o GW231123 also showed both original black holes spinning really fast, which
challenges existing theories of their existence.

GW231123 & I & T {3 aleil 7T seleh gier agat Aot & g7 W@ I, S o 37
Ff¥aca @ waftra sAlsrer Reuial st gatdt dar g
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Fall in food prices is only one part
of the inflation story

he continued fall in inflation to a 77-
T month low of 2.1% in June 2025 should
serve as a significant source of relief for
policymakers. The general public, however,
would not be too thrilled. There is some good
news for them, but also a significant dose of pain.
Food inflation, for example, saw a significant eas-
ing, although that too is a seasonal effect rather
than a structural one. Food and beverage prices
contracted 0.2% in June 2025 on a high base of
8.4% in June last year. Key items such as vegeta-
bles, pulses, spices and meat saw prices falling in
June compared to their levels last year. But food
is not all that people spend their money on. The
data reveal that there were several items and ser-
vices of common consumption that saw inflation
quickening in June. The education and stationery
segment saw inflation quicken to 4.4% in June,
the highest in 15 months. This was driven by a
jump in the prices of school, college, and private
tuition. Inflation in the health-care category, too,
was at a 15-month high in June. Compounding
this, the personal care segment saw inflation
jumping to a blistering 14.8% in June, the eighth
month of double-digit inflation in the last nine
months. Products such as soap, toothpaste,
shampoo and sanitary napkins — items of daily or
regular use and by no stretch luxuries — have be-
come more expensive. So, overall, food is cheap-
er, but nearly everything else is more expensive.
This leads to an important policy question,
one that has been asked several times before: is
the headline inflation data adequately capturing
the price rise the average Indian faces? The food
basket itself carries a 46% weight in the overall
Consumer Price Index (CPI), meaning that any
change in this category has an inordinate impact
on the headline number. The recent Household
Consumption Expenditure Surveys show that
food comprises a much smaller share of about
30% in the expenditure of households. Bringing
the CPI weight of food down to align with this will
allow the overall CPI to be more representative.
To be fair, that process is on, with the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation in the
process of updating the CPI. The CPI base year —
so far set as 2011-12 — is being updated to a more
recent time period, and the weights of the diffe-
rent categories are also being revised. This up-
date cannot happen fast enough, as even mone-
tary policy is currently dependent on this
outdated and unrepresentative measure. In the
meantime, it is important not to get swayed by
the fall in the headline number itself. The felt ex-
perience of the average Indian is described in the
details, and it is still a painful one.
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Pain remains
ac 3T oY F=T ga3m g

o Fall in food prices is only one part of the inflation story.
ey T3 Freral A PRrae hael FErehifa A Fere #1w
Rear |

o The continued fall in inflation to a 77-month low of 2.1%
in June 2025 should serve as a significant source of relief for
policymakers.

STeT 2025 # FETERIT 7 fIRTaE g 77 A=t & faera Taw 2.1%
T qga=T Afafaatansit & fore Ted 1 F1d gl e |

o The general public, however, would not be too thrilled.
REIED Wmmagaqaraﬁavm

. There is some good news, but also a significant dose of
pain.

SHH F6 IO TaY o, olfshed 1Y 7 FTHT & 37 T

. Food inflation saw a significant easing, although that too

is a seasonal effect rather than a structural one.
I AR A Seol@eia fTRTae 3&@ a1, wifshet T U Atweft
I & o [ T ATcHS dedrd|

o Food and beverage prices contracted by 0.2% in June
2025 on a high base of 8.4% in June last year.

areT 3R O werat iy Hreral 7 S 2025 F 0.2% Fr FrEe 3,
ST Rrerer |Tel ST 7 8.4% Y 3T TR & W 3Tema AT

. Iltems such as vegetables, pulses, spices, and meat saw
prices fall in June compared to last year.

afesra, grel, AAT 3R AT SR IcET H HA 7 F Roer aF
Y JoleTT 3 HA g3 |

o But food is not all that people spend their money on.
Aifehet AT Fraer Wiy yardt W g YA T oAgT i |

. The data reveal that several items and services of
common consumption saw inflation quickening in June.

3iehs Tt § o 8 3ToT 3Tetiar Y a3t X Janait & Fgarehfer
CERS]

. The education and stationery segment saw inflation
quicken to 4.4% in June, the highest in 15 months.
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fRrem 3k veeerd @s A AR S # 4.4% dF g 78, S 15 AT H FOw HAF T
e This was driven by a jump in the prices of school, college, and private tuition.

I T, mﬁaﬁrﬁsﬁwwﬁﬁwﬁﬁqzﬁ%wgﬂ
o Healthcare inflation was also at a 15-month high in June.

T [T 87 A AEERT o ST 7 15 AT & FTaad T V@

e The personal care segment saw inflation jump to 14.8% in June, the eighth month of
double-digit inflation in last nine months.

frsh q@siTer @3 7 AR ST A 14.8% T TgT 15, S o 9 AL # et IR ar
371 T AP B

e Products like soap, toothpaste, shampoo, and sanitary napkins — items of daily use
and not luxuries — have become more expensive.

JCERER N
AN @Y S &
e So, food is cheaper, but nearly everything else is more expensive.
AT, WeT Terd TE §U &, oifehed SIS SThY T T HEM &) AT |
e This leads to an important policy question: Is the headline inflation data adequately
capturing the price rise faced by the average Indian?

Ig Teh FAgcaqoT -5t 33T §: 1 HET A TSt 1A HRAT & HES
JepHra Y HE & gefar §?

e The food basket carries a 46% weight in the overall Consumer Price Index (CPI).
1T Avft T STHRFAT Hed FAFF (CPI) H 46% T a3 ¢ |

e Any change in this category has a disproportionate impact on the headline number.
58 AN # FIS §ff SeolTa AET HF3 W FFATT THF STelcl ¢ |

e The recent Household Consumption Expenditure Surveys show that food
comprises about 30% of actual household spending.

BTl & Bl 3UHNT &0 WI&Tol 3 Faran I § fob e @ 3 Wig avgat A Reded
ST 30% & |

e Reducing the CPI weight of food to align with this will make the index more
representative.

31T CPI & WG T9TeT 1 $Heh HTHR HEAT ST Al Fashieh Ao wfafafcasmil swam|
e The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation is updating the CPI,
including the base year (2011-12) and category weights.

AIfeTH 3R FRFH FTTIIT HATAT CPI Y 39IST FT TET &, THTH YR af (2011-12)
3R Aoft o1 o AT T ST W@ R

e This update cannot happen fast enough, as even monetary policy is currently
dependent on this outdated and unrepresentative measure.
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Ig 319ST foraett STedl g1 ok 3aaT 3reeT ¢, Fifer R afifer o 3reht s e 3fy sror

% W AR E
¢ In the meantime, it's important not to get swayed by the fall in the headline number.
58 d, I T © o &7 st Y fRrae § wenfaa o &

o The felt experience of the average Indian is described in the details, and it is still a
painful one.

3T HRAT T FREATAS [T o7 Faawont 7 §, 3R a5 319 o7 adarrr B
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ecently, the g| invasive species and the increase with the Environment Ministry

Chhattisgarh forest in degraded forest areas, has required CFR management plans

department issued a fuelled doubts about the to conform to the National

letter designating itself appropriateness of working plans. | Working Plan Code (NWPC) and
as the nodal agency for But for forest departments, they even suggested the involvement of

implementing community forest
resource rights (CFRR) under the
Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006.

Gautam Aredath

Policy analyst at the

remain an article of faith to
structure their operations and
mobilise financial resources.

foresters in their preparation. This
violates the FRA’s letter and spirit.

CFRR, a transformative provision Ashoka Trust for In forest-rich central India, the Addressing the bogeyman

of the FRA, recognises the right of Research in Ecology continuing emphasis of working Even according to the NWPC, a
gram sabhas to manage their and the Environment. plans on timber extraction, which working plan should outline “the
customary forests. It seeks to Views are personal restricts communities’ access and purpose with which a forest

rectify the injustices of colonial
forest consolidation which
dispossessed local communities
and supplanted their traditional
management institutions with

alters the composition of forests,
was met with resistance even
before Independence. While
working plans have begun to
consider restoration and wildlife

should be managed so as to best
meet the interests and wishes of
the owner, and indicate the means
by which the purpose may be
accomplished.” Yet, the lengthy

centralised state control. conservation objectives, they processes and data-intensive
Not only was this usurpation of remain products of bureaucratic formats that the NWPC prescribes
the nodal role contrary to the writ, largely detached from local carry the hangover of maximising

FRA, but the letter violated gram
sabhas’ statutory authority to
implement locally developed
management plans in their
community forest resource (CFR)
areas by insisting on a model plan
from the Ministry of Tribal Affairs
(MoTA). This is not required by
law. It also prohibited other
departments or NGOs from
supporting gram sabhas in CFRR
management planning.

The letter was withdrawn after
a spirited grassroots mobilisation
by gram sabhas, local elected

Lele

Distinguished fellow
at the Ashoka Trust
for Research in
Ecology and the
Environment

Views are personal

livelihoods and closed to
independent scientific scrutiny.
The FRA’s radically different
vision recognises the integral role
of local communities in the “very
survival and sustainability” of
forests. CFR management plans
are to be developed by gram
sabhas to prioritise local needs
and address current problems.
These plans shall be “integrated”
with working plans by the gram
sabha. In other words, working
plans will no longer apply in CFR
areas, because communities will

timber yield. In contrast, forest
management by gram sabhas will
likely pursue multiple livelihood
needs, for which the NWPC
provides little guidance.

Significant portions of working
plans are devoted to cataloguing
local conditions, but they abstract
their complexities to focus on the
forest crop (not ecosystem). A
gram sabha’s plan need not do the
same because these insights are
part of their lived experience. The
variable impacts of climate change
also challenge the linear

representatives, and Adivasi rights manage forests with a different trajectories of working plans,
groups. Still, the persistent attack objective and at much finer scales. | which need more adaptive
on gram sabhas’ autonomy in Over 10,000 gram sabhas have responses that gram sabhas offer.
managing their forests demands a received CFRR titles in India, but CFRR demands shedding
closer look at how forests should perhaps less than 1,000 have historical baggage and embracing
be managed under the FRA. prepared their CFR management new possibilities.

plans. Even their implementation The path forward is evident.
Forest management is constrained by the refusal of The Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram
Historically, forests under forest departments to recognise Utkarsh Abhiyan, launched by the
government control (excluding their legitimacy and support gram | Central government last year,

wildlife sanctuaries or national
parks) have been managed
through forest departments’
working plans. These plans are
rooted in the colonial misnomer of
“scientific forestry”, i.e., planning
and harvesting to maximise

sabhas. Instead, they have
pursued a strategy of attrition,
delaying or rejecting CFRR claims,
attempting to revoke CFRR titles,
and denying funds to
CFRR-holding gram sabhas. Their
aim to retain colonial power is

introduced an indicative
framework for CFR management
plans. While the framework can
be improved, it can be achieved
through flexible and iterative
practice by gram sabhas. MoTA
must reject any attempt to derail

timber production. Ecologists, Community concealed under arguments that CFR management through the red

starting with Madhav Gadgil, forest resource communities lack the ability to herring of NWPC compliance. And

questioned this approach, rights demands manage forests scientifically. forest departments must provide

especially since early working sheddi MoTA'’s vacillating responses funds and protection when

plans even included clearfelling . .rlg have not helped. In 2015, it issued required and discard a o
natural forests and replacing them historical guidelines that gram sabhas can timber-oriented science in favour

with single-species plantations. baggage and use simple formats for their plans, | of a different science of a o0
The decline in India’s forests, embracing new but later came under pressure to people-friendly forest 8’0
evidenced by the spread of possibilities alter its stand. A 2024 joint letter management. g
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Contesting the Future of Forest Governance
I AT F HIaST X T

e Recently, the Chhattisgarh forest department issued a letter designating itself as the
nodal agency for implementing community forest resource rights (CFRR) under the
Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006.

gTel &1 #, Beitaarg aet fasmr & gt A+ fAfA=eT (FRA), 2006 & Ted a1 aar
HHTY AR (CFRR) F1 o9 e & T Ge I aAeel Tl NS et §T Teh O ST
foRa|

e CFRR, a transformative provision of the FRA, recognises the right of gram sabhas to
manage their customary forests.

CFRR, FRA & T YREd[THRY YT &, i1 ATH THTHT Sl 3edeh QORI Jait o Jaerel

&1 31TAPR TeTeT T B

o |t seeks to rectify the injustices of colonial forest consolidation which dispossessed
local communities and supplanted their traditional management institutions with
centralised state control.

SHHT 3c0Y Jtafaafiie aer Fiaor At st ufkanst w1 guien §, S s
TGN T 3eTeh TSR ¥ aId Y 3T 31N 37 THORmT Jaeer HEdT=l 1 T3
fArafya Feor & sear e

+ Not only was this usurpation of the nodal role contrary to the FRA, but the letter

violated gram sabhas’ statutory authority to implement locally developed
management plans in their community forest resource (CFR) areas.

Ig NS AT FT YA FRA & fa%eer o1, @1 &1 Tg o7 13 it & denfarer srftrmy
I Soeltle] Il & 9if oo T & § RFfa yaus Asenat o 39e aegefs aa
T (CFR) &1 # 1] et 1 ATIHR ST &

e The letter insisted on a model plan from the Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) which is
not required by law.

97 & FAASATAT HI FAAAT (MoTA) T ATSH ANSTAT i 39T R AR fe aram, srafs a8
FTefete Jiferard 7d1 8|

o |t also prohibited other departments or NGOs from supporting gram sabhas in CFRR
management planning.

39 99 of 3= A a1 IR-83HRT Feraat (NGOs) FF CFRR Wt JioTaT 3 ATH THT3AT
AT HASA Feet T o U |

e The letter was withdrawn after a spirited grassroots mobilisation by gram sabhas,
local elected representatives, and Adivasi rights groups.

ITH FAT3T, FAENT SRt 3 snfar srftrer wagt qan fhu a1v werera s
TGS & 916 Ig U7 I9H o form aram|

o Still, the persistent attack on gram sabhas’ autonomy in managing their forests
demands a closer look at how forests should be managed under the FRA.
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R oft, TImer waT3tt Y TIIAAT IX SIIAR &1 I§ g Ig HIIT Al o 1o FRA & dgd aef
YT Y ITHAT Y eS| geT: AT S|

Forest Management
g yau

o Historically, forests under government control (excluding wildlife sanctuaries or national
parks) have been managed through forest departments’ working plans.

RIS §9 &, TEHR & [AIF0T 1ol Ief (Tosiia JHIROAT IT IASEIT 3GATedl I BISH)
g fmen Y R QST F AregH § ye§faa fFv S | g

e These plans are rooted in the colonial misnomer of “scientific forestry”, i.e., planning
and harvesting to maximise timber production.

I AaTe " arfadhr 6 3iafaafies Tadwgar W 3T §, T aHE 3cae
F HAFIA F F AT Iiorar 3R Fers|

e Ecologists, starting with Madhav Gadgil, questioned this approach, especially since
early working plans even included clearfelling natural forests and replacing them with
single-species plantations.

TR fRufahifaE), faQiseht Area amsfrer & Y& 8o, o $H gScehlul TX Faldl 331T, i
IR I 13T & Wi o qal Y Fer$ 3N 3eTeh TATH X Thel FoNTfadl & JETRIGOT
AR |

e The decline in India’s forests, evidenced by the spread of invasive species and the
increase in degraded forest areas, has fuelled doubts about the appropriateness of
working plans.

AR & gl # FRTae, S 3mshres yonfadl & 9aR AR T3 gu ae &=l & gefr & wase
&, & T AT Y ST R HE T AT B

o But for forest departments, they remain an article of faith to structure their operations
and mobilise financial resources.

oot aeT A% o foIT I AT 1 gorrelt T ITUR S0 €5 & AR Rl wam=i
ST T ATETH ¢ |
o In forest-rich central India, the continuing emphasis of working plans on timber

extraction, which restricts communities’ access and alters forest composition, was met
with resistance even before Independence.

TA-HHGH FET 0RA H H ANoTaA131 GIRT AH3 HY T o AR SR, S goerat
q@ﬁmﬁm%ﬁaﬂéwmﬁqqddl g, I TadadT ¥ g & faRver &1 @

AT 93T AT|

o While working plans have begun to consider restoration and wildlife conservation
objectives, they remain products of bureaucratic writ, largely detached from local
livelihoods and closed to independent scientific scrutiny.
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STafeh R AT e qAEdTaer 3R aegrsita FLEToT 3egedl o) faar e ot §, O off
q sAtereel farotat &1 aRoma &, S T srshfasmait & e gu & 3R wadw deafas s
& fav g gl

e The FRA’s radically different vision recognises the integral role of local
communities in the “very survival and sustainability” of forests.

FRA #1 faeser 3remr gfSe aeil & "31fedca 3R e & vl aerat 1 ifaart
HIAPT T AT S B

« CFR management plans are to be developed by gram sabhas to prioritise local
needs and address current problems.

CFR YatIs JIS=T¢ ATH FHTHT GaRT TATAIT ATaIFH 13T & qrafAswdr & R aaAT
JHEAT3T & AT & fav IR i S @nfg o)

¢ These plans shall be “integrated” with working plans by the gram sabha.
SoT TISTATIT I ATH THT GaRT 1 A1 T 7 "HATRA" o ST anfgu|

o In other words, working plans will no longer apply in CFR areas, because
communities will manage forests with a different objective and at much finer scales.

@ Arsel H, FI ANSATE 3 CFR &¥3T & a9y w181 81N, Fifeh HHCTT Tail hr Teeiey 3erar
352 AR T Tl WA

e Over 10,000 gram sabhas have received CFRR titles in India, but perhaps less than
1,000 have prepared their CFR management plans.

HRA # 10,000 ¥ 38 I 3T AT CFRR HAFR 97 ffer o §, Afehet amde 1,000 &
$ft 37 & 3791 CFR Yate AT IR 6 & |

e Even their implementation is constrained by the refusal of forest departments to
recognise their legitimacy and support gram sabhas.

T e foh SoT ANSTATHT & fohdTeadet ol 7 o7 FaHTaIT gamr 37t deraT A FHR o FT
3R I T3 FY YA o A T 9T 3T Y W &

e Instead, they have pursued a strategy of attrition, delaying or rejecting CFRR claims,
attempting to revoke CFRR titles, and denying funds to CFRR-holding gram sabhas.

SH%h TolY, 37g1e 13 0TI 37TATS —CFRR gTaY &Y Tl AT IFHIHR FT1, CFRR
HTAFRT I GG FI T FIAY FI&AT, 3 CFRR URF ATH WHTHT &1 3 & afrd =

e Their aim to retain colonial power is concealed under arguments that communities
lack the ability to manage forests scientifically.

ituferafrs afera a=Te @R &7 3671 36827 50 o & WIS T § T wegemat & g i
deifas T & gaftra Fa r arerar 81 ¢

e MoTA'’s vacillating responses have not helped. In 2015, it issued guidelines that gram
sabhas can use simple formats for their plans, but later came under pressure to alter its
stand.

MoTA & 3T UfAfRATT TeTas w1gT W &1 2015 H, 391 feenfader o fFv i o
HHATT Il YRIT T 3TN T Thell &, olfehe] S1G H 3T W Fl dGolel o GaTd H 3T IS |
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A 2024 joint letter with the Environment Ministry required CFR management plans to
conform to the National Working Plan Code (NWPC) and even suggested the
involvement of foresters in their preparation.

2024 ¥ UF HIFA I H GATGR0T HATWT & TTY T el I foh CFR T AISTATC TGy
FT4 AT WREAT (NWPC) & 31T gleft afE T 3R 37T sy # ot srfamiat &

STy &1 Fera e |
This violates the FRA’s letter and spirit.
g FRA Y #1311 31X qraenal &1 SeegsT Hidm g

Addressing the Bogeyman
A & g Y FAIAT FLA

Even according to the NWPC, a working plan should outline “the purpose with which a
forest should be managed so as to best meet the interests and wishes of the owner, and
indicate the means by which the purpose may be accomplished.”

NWPC & 37TdR &1, Teh &R STl # Yg TISC Glel IRV Toh "o 3682 & Siated b
aeieT fohaT ST =g T cifes #iferen & fedlt 3R STon3it & qficd Fafde &9 & 6T 51 T, AR
39 36T HT UTed et oh 39T 3T IdTT A= Arfge |

Yet, the lengthy processes and data-intensive formats that the NWPC prescribes
carry the hangover of maximising timber yield.

Y oY, NWPC gart et st ufthamd 31X srer-sumer arew 313t o arhs) 3curest &1
FfrFaw F Y @ & genfaa

In contrast, forest management by gram sabhas will likely pursue multiple livelihood
needs, for which the NWPC provides little guidance.

g a9, amer w3 gar v o e wete faffiest smehfaet smaeasarat & g
et 1 ferem 3 gram, foreeh fore NWPC g o ATeiereet et e 8

Significant portions of working plans are devoted to cataloguing local conditions, but
they abstract their complexities to focus on the forest crop (not ecosystem).

HIA AT & a3 REd Turi Rufaat i gehaguar )R Hfigd 8 &, Afee 3 sadhr
SfeTa3it Sl TR T shdel aef BHel (AT for TIRTEATIHT ) WX eara Figa Fa &1

A gram sabha’s plan need not do the same because these insights are part of their lived
experience.

Ueh ATH THT T JNSTAT oY VHT hlet T ITIRTRAT ST8T & FAITeh A STARIRAT 3oTah ShdeT
3779 T TR BIel &

The variable impacts of climate change also challenge the linear trajectories of
working plans, which need more adaptive responses that gram sabhas offer.

Serarg IRAd & qgerd WHT # Hr AeTaA3it v @ e 1 galeh &a 8, oeg
Feqhereir gfafianait 1 sraegendr §, S AT WHIE WeTeT FT Fhall 8 |
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e CFRR demands shedding historical baggage and embracing new possibilities.
CFRR & ¥fagif@® aler ) Awre 3R A€ Haasit i 379 i 3maegehdr gl

e The path forward is evident.
3T T TEAT TIC &

e The Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan, launched by the Central
government last year, introduced an indicative framework for CFR management
plans.

RAea a8 e TIFER GIRT YE AT IS 4l HTaT ST A 3cFY HAAET 2 CFR yaee
ATt o TIT Ueh HahelTeH s araT T foha|

o While the framework can be improved, it can be achieved through flexible and iterative
practice by gram sabhas.

AT 38 T I Aga’ FATAT ST el &, SH ATH FATIHT GART et 3 qoRrge sreamr

& ATETH A gTCd TohaT ST GehaT 2

e MoTA must reject any attempt to derail CFR management through the red herring of
NWPC compliance.

MoTA &I NWPC 37e[qTelet & a8t & CFR Yatre ol el ¥ 3R & fondlr off yard &t
3TEAIRR AT AU

¢ And forest departments must provide funds and protection when required and
discard a timber-oriented science in favour of a people-friendly forest management.

3R T Tt T JTARTRATAR T 3R F&T TeToT il TTMRT AT dAehgl-higer et
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More tourist beds, fewer homes: cost of overtourism’in EU

@PATRIOTICIAS

Unregulated tourism in some European cities is reshaping housing markets by pricing out residents

| DATA POINT

Niranjana V.B.

ast month, residents across
L southern Europe, particu-

larly in Spain, Italy, and
Portugal, protested against “over-
tourism”. They held placards that
read ‘tourists go home’, “your holi-
days, my misery’, and “mass tou-
rism kills the city’, making clear
their disapproval of unregulated
tourism. This month, hoteliers in
Mallorca, Spain hit back by putting
up posters welcoming tourists.

This is not just cultural tension;
it is rooted in structural issues. Da-
ta shows that tourism, when un-
regulated, reshapes housing mar-
kets in those cities, prices out
residents, and creates jobs that off-
er little security.

The COVID-19 pandemic caused
a dip in the contribution of tou-
rism to the GDP of all countries.
But by 2022, the sector rebounded
rapidly. In general, in Italy, Portu-
gal and Spain, tourism contributes
close to 6% or more of the coun-
tries” GDP, which makes it a signif-
icant source of revenue. In compa-
rison, tourism contributes to only
2% of India’s GDP (Chart 1).

While tourism is a money-spin-
ner, increasing dependency on the
sector puts those who govern
these hotspots in a dilemma —
should they prioritise tourists over
their residents economically, spa-
tially, and socially?

The European Union’s Harmo-
nised Index of Consumer Prices
(HICP) — an inflation measure
which excludes home ownership
and renovation costs — hovered at
less than 2% from 2015 to 2020,
only to increase to 8% in 2022. In
contrast, the Owner-Occupied
Housing Price Index (OOHPI) — an
inflation measure which includes
buying, renovating, and owning a
home - was already hovering
around the 3-4% mark from 2015
to 2020, only to spike to 11% in
2022. Similarly, the Housing Price

Index (HPI), an inflation measure
which tracks how prices in the
housing market change, also
surged beyond the 10% mark in
2022 (Chart 2). Put simply, hous-
ing costs rose much faster than ov-
erall consumer prices. For resi-
dents, it has become more
expensive to live in these cities
than it is for the tourists to come
and stay in them temporarily.

The protests against tourists are
most pronounced in Spain, Italy,
and Portugal, which together ac-
count for over 45% of all tourism-
related accommodations in the EU
in 2023. These three nations also
hosted 33% of all the hotel beds in
the EU (Chart 3). The vast scale of
tourist accommodations in south-
ern Europe highlights how deeply
the economy is being shaped
around tourists. As per Eurostat,
in 2022, tourists spent nearly 450
million nights in Italy and 485 mil-
lion in Spain. Meanwhile, Portu-
gal, which has a population of 10
million and just over 8,000 tou-
rism-related establishments, host-
ed nearly 85 million overnight
stays. The term ‘tourism night’ is a
metric commonly used to measure
the volume of tourist activity.

The latest Eurostat report
shows that most tourist spending
comes from overnight visitors —
93% in Italy, 97% in Portugal, and
89% in Belgium as opposed to just
30% in Luxembourg (Chart 4). As
aresult of this pattern of overnight
tourism, homes are turned into
“stays”, thus causing greater pres-
sure on the housing markets and
other long-term spatial strains.

Of all tourism-related business-
es in the EU, 37% are in Spain, Ita-
ly, and Portugal (Chart 5). This un-
even concentration positions
these nations not merely as travel
destinations, but also as key pillars
of Europe’s tourism economy. Ho-
wever, locals in these countries are
shouldering the hidden costs of a
sector that, though profitable, im-
pacts their lives. Tourism, for
them, has also become a driver of
inequality.

Unregulated tourism, mass unrest

The data for the charts were sourced from Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union, and Our World In

Data. The latest available data was taken for all the charts

Chart 2: The European Union’s Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices (HICP),
Owner-Occupied Housing Price Index (QOHPI) and Housing Price Index (HPI) — all
measures of inflation — for the 2011-2022 period
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Chart 4: Inbound tourism expenditure, tourists who stay overnight, and
same-day visitors (%) for select countries in the EU for the year 2022
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Chart 1: The contribution of tourism to the
GDP in select European countries
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Chart 3: ltaly, Portugal and Spain’s share in the

EU’s tourism-related accommodations, hotel
beds and tourist nights spent (2023)
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Chart 5: Italy, Portugal and Spain’s share in
the EU's tourism-related businesses (2022)
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More tourist beds, fewer homes: Cost of ‘Overtourism’ in EU

T w9 7 et gdes At fiAa: it wdes T, &7

1203

e Last month, residents across southern Europe, particularly in Spain, Italy, and
Portugal, protested against “overtourism”.
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Tod 7, gl i & et Ay &9 & ¥, seeit 3R gaome 7, F ‘s
e’ & QT I faar|

e They held placards that read ‘tourists go home’, ‘your holidays, my misery’, and
‘mass tourism Kkills the city’, making clear their disapproval of unregulated tourism.

3eglel dfaa qenst forel 9 form o — ‘gdes wX Snat, ‘grert gefedr, Ad disr, 3ik
‘#1Z31TS aTelT ghe AT FI A5 FIAT &, TG HAART gdiea & gfa 371 oy Tose gr

IT

e This month, hoteliers in Mallorca, Spain hit back by putting up posters welcoming
tourists.

wnﬁﬁ,@aﬂ:mﬁmmﬁﬁﬁqﬂaﬁmmmgﬁmwm
e

e This is not just cultural tension; it is rooted in structural issues.
IE halol AIEFHAF qTd w161 §, Slowh Tg WIATcHS FATATIH & 318

« Data shows that tourism, when unregulated, reshapes housing markets, prices out
residents, and creates jobs with little security.

w2 REm & o e 9 AT 21 8, Y Ig AT IITRT F1 o147 3R 3T §,

Al #) AgINE F FROT I1ET FI 4T §, 3R ITPUT SR 3c9= FAT & |

e The COVID-19 pandemic caused a dip in the contribution of tourism to GDP of all
countries.

FIAS-19 AFHARY o T S2if 7 GDP & qdet & ARTEwT I ger e
e But by 2022, the sector rebounded rapidly.
lfehel 2022 deh Ig &7 doil |/ 3aT I

e In Italy, Portugal, and Spain, tourism contributes close to 6% or more of the countries’
GDP, making it a significant revenue source.

geolt, geiamrer, 3R V1, 9est 221t & GDP # wersar 6% AT 3H U AerereT S,
fSad 78 T Agcaqor Tsrea i AT & |

e In comparison, tourism contributes to only 2% of India’s GDP.
oI &, HR & GDP ¥ qdeet &1 AraTe Had 2% ¢ |

e While tourism is a money-spinner, increasing dependency on tourism puts
governments in a dilemma: should they prioritise tourists over residents
economically, spatially, and socially?

Siefeh gdce ISIET FT 931 Wi ¢, T I dd) AT T TEHR 39819 H ¢ b F47 30¢
T, Turfae 3R awTfers w0 @ qdea! &1 Ty Aarfaat @ aweie & aifge?

Tourism and Housing Inflation

qded 3R 3rarfir Agas
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The EU’s Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices (HICP) — an inflation measure that
excludes home ownership and renovation costs — hovered at less than 2% from
2015 to 2020, and then rose to 8% in 2022.

T T T ITRFAT Hed WHIET IFS (HICP) — ST & 1 &g 3R sTefisfiezor
AT FY ATfAT AST FIAT— 2015 ¥ 2020 T 2% T FH &7, AfheT 2022 H 8% &1 31T

In contrast, the Owner-Occupied Housing Price Index (OOHPI) — which includes
buying, renovating, and owning a home — hovered at 3—-4% from 2015 to 2020, but
spiked to 11% in 2022.

g% faudid, FaTffed aret AT H{ed A& (OOHPI) — S+ o @i, adisiaor
3R EafAeT enfAer & — 2015 & 2020 T 3—-4% T&T, AfeheT 2022 H 11% &Y 3T

Similarly, the Housing Price Index (HPI) — which tracks overall housing market
prices — also surged beyond 10% in 2022.

=Y YR, 3T UISH S3FH (HPI) — St 3T SR Y P ol A9 & — off 2022 7
10% & T8 ¢ 13|

Put simply, housing costs rose much faster than overall consumer prices.
ATl 2l H, HTATH TR THAT STHIFAT DAl T Jorall A gt cioil F |

For residents, it has become more expensive to live in these cities than it is for
tourists to stay temporarily.

forarfat & forT so7 2Rl # @ 3Tt T & Fahet aTer GATHT AT JeleTT 7 HAF FEIm &l
AT

More Tourist Beds, Fewer Homes: Cost of ‘Overtourism’ in EU

T w9 7 It v f A dftF wer e, FA =

The protests against tourists are most pronounced in Spain, Italy, and Portugal, which
together account for over 45% of all tourism-related accommodations in the EU in
2023.

gt & e faver Tad 31fee ¥, seelt, 3N qeromer & S aray, St [Aeehy 2023 A
T ¥ # gdesT & Wt 45% & 10w marat & fov e &

These three nations also hosted 33% of all the hotel beds in the EU.

4 it 29 U Fr & For e et 7 § 33% 1 Astarh o a3 €

The vast scale of tourist accommodations in southern Europe highlights how deeply
the economy is being shaped around tourists.

cfarol IU 7 wdee Iraral 1 faermer Tav I8 wrdr § 6 snfde e ford g de wdest

¥F 58-S 3R S W E

As per Eurostat, in 2022, tourists spent nearly 450 million nights in Italy and 485
million in Spain.
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TUFET & ITAR, 2022 3 Thea! o geelt 7 warster 450 fAferasr Tef 3R w1 7 485
faforas wd foag |

Portugal, which has a population of 10 million and just over 8,000 tourism-related
establishments, hosted nearly 85 million overnight stays.

g, foehT steraear 10 faferaer & 31K 51er 8,000 ¥ 913 srftrs wieat s@msai &, &
STeT37eT 85 TR Trat &1 yarw ot foRa|

The term ‘tourism night’ is a metric commonly used to measure the volume of tourist
activity.

‘qdeeT T’ Teh ATUES ¢ o 3HGR X gdied afafaferat i A Aasy & T 3gayer
T STar g1

Overnight Stays and Housing Pressure

TAHT TFa a1 Gdes 3N ImardT gara

The latest Eurostat report shows that most tourist spending comes from overnight
visitors — 93% in Italy, 97% in Portugal, and 89% in Belgium, as opposed to just
30% in Luxembourg.

AT Jueee R fe@relt & foh 3TRepier qdest 0 AR Fahet aTel TACHT A AT &
— el 7 93%, qAITeT H 97%, 3R AT 7 89%, STaifeh AFaraast & Fae 30%|

As a result of this pattern of overnight tourism, homes are turned into “stays”,
causing greater pressure on housing markets and long-term spatial strains.

3T TUAHT IS & Jold, BRI Al “F” H TgT ST 8T &, o 3ar 99k W &a1d 3R
AFIfaE T J1d 3c9o1 & ET o

Tourism Economy Concentration in Southern Europe

gfaroft T #F wdes rdeaavyr #r Fiaar

Of all tourism-related businesses in the EU, 37% are in Spain, Italy, and Portugal.
R O "a 7 g gafta saaqarat 7 4 37%, ¥, geolt, 3R gefene 7 8

This uneven concentration positions these nations not merely as travel destinations,
but also as key pillars of Europe’s tourism economy.

Ig HHATT Hfeaar 3o ST 1 (8% gdeeT Tue 761 afesh JUT Y wdes sdfeqaear &
YHE FAH S &

However, locals in these countries are shouldering the hidden costs of a sector that,
though profitable, impacts their lives.
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e For them, tourism has also become a driver of inequality.

3% ToIT, gdee AT FT TF SRS Y a7 AT &

How is global shipping trying to decarbonise

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

What is the goal? What are the green fuels that may be used? Why is it difficult to implement changes in shipping? What does India need to do? Why is the

government encouraging green ammonia production in India? What are the challenges?

EXPLAINER

M. Kalyanaraman
Kalyan Mangalapalli

The story so far:
lobal shipping is on course
towards decarbonisation by
2040-50. This represents a
huge opportunity for India.
Merchant ships largely use Very Low
Sulphur Fuel Oil (VLSFO), diesel, and
methane gas stored in liquid form as fuel.
LNG-powered engines with their higher
efficiency of some five percentage points
are likely to be a transition fuel before
shipping moves to green fuels such as
green ammonia, green or e-methanol and
biofuels by 2040 and net zero thereon.

How are green fuels produced?
Green hydrogen is made from the
electrolysis of water using renewable
power. Shipping will not use hydrogen
directly because of issues with storage
and transportation of hydrogen, a highly
volatile fuel. Green ammonia, made from
green hydrogen and nitrogen, is more
stable. The government is also
encouraging green ammonia production
in India since it can substitute LNG
imports in making fertilizers. Green
methanol is made from green hydrogen
and carbon dioxide obtained from
industrial sources.

‘What are the preferred fuels?
Shipping, however, is generally a
conservative industry. New technology
adoption is relatively slow. Ammonia
engines are a novelty, so shipping is going
first for green methanol, which emits
some 10% of carbon dioxide, and later
green ammonia, which emits no
greenhouse gas. However, ammonia use
Tequires extensive processes onboard.
Besides a storage tank and tweaks to the
engine and fuel handling system, green
methanol is almost a drop-in replacement
for VLSFO and is stored as liquid in
ambient temperature unlike green

A

Y4 = A" S
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For cleaner seas: Cargo shipping containers in Chennai on June 30.JOTHI RAMALINGAM. B

ammonia or even LNG.

Already, more than 360 ships capable
of operanng on methanol are either in
service or in order. M:'.l_]()l' container
shipping companies such as Maersk,
CMA, CGM and Evergreen are backing
methanol. A 100% sustainable e-methanol
as bunker fuel costs $1,950 per tonne (of
VLSFO equivalent) in February in
Singapore, while VLSFO averaged at $560
per tonne. This pricing discrepancy is
primarily caused by the present price of
renewable electricity, with every tonne of
green e-methanol using 10-11 MWh of
power, and the heavy upfront capital cost
for electrolyser facilities. Estimates
suggest that demand for green methanol
would surpass 14 million tonnes by 2028,
whereas the projected supply is merely in
the order of 11 million tonnes, creating
additional price pressures.

‘What is Indian shipping’s
decarbonisation plans?

India has committed to decarbonising its
domestic shipping. Plans have been made

for supporting domestic container ships
using green fuels as well as creating green
fuel bunkering points such as at the
Tuticorin V.0. Chidambaranar port and
Kandla. The government is looking at
producing and supplying green fuels to
Singapore, which is a fuelling station
accounting for nearly one-fourth of all
global ship fuelling. Singapore has
committed to being a green fuels supplier
and would require therefore tens of
millions of tonnes of green fuels. Given
that India has the land and expertise for
solar power, it can aspire to be a major
supplier of green fuels to global shipping.

How can India do it?

Making a marine green fuels production
hub has some challenges. Solar panels
and electrolysers to make green hydrogen
need to be imported. India’s solar energy
revolution, however, is a model of how
sovereign guarantees and policy strategic
frameworks can drive the adoption of
green fuels. From 2014 to 2025, India’s
solar capacity grew from 2.82 GW to 105

GW. This achievement was made through
the convergence of sovereign guarantees,
off-take assurance, and strengthened
supply chain support. Sovereign
guarantees have emerged as a powerful
de-risking mechanism for green methanol
investments that can considerably reduce
prices. These government-backed
assurances can fundamentally transform
project economics by enabling access to
international capital markets at
significantly lower interest rates.

Innovative financial instruments are
needed for an at to scale green methanol
rollout. Production-linked incentive (PLI)
schemes for electrolysers can relieve
supply chain bottlenecks by
territorialising value chains and lessening
transportation costs of raw materials.
Carbon capture, utilisation, and storage
(CCUS) incentives are also essential, as
they increase the feasibility of the
production of green methanol from
sequestered CO2. Further, the
government’s aggressive push in creating
1.5 GW of local electrolyser
manufacturing capacity and growing
industrial CO2 sources positions India
strategically to develop integrated green
fuel hubs. Multilateral development banks
offer financing at rates as low as 4%, as
opposed to 11-12% by domestic lenders,
and they can be leveraged.

How can green fuels help restart
Indian shipowning and shipbuilding?
The government’s move to inject
demand-side support for shipbuilders,
along with incentives for foreign
cooperation, should spur economies of
scale and attract global shipbuilders to
the country. Partnerships with overseas
shipbuilders from South Korea and Japan
are being pursued to support India’s
shipbuilding strength. The strategy is to
support new builds and retrofit current
ships for green fuel compatibility. India
has pledged $10 billion to support the
purchase of over 110 ships. Government
can provide incentives so 10-20% of these
are green fuel-capable, built in Indian
shipyards, and are Indian-flagged.

How is global shipping trying to decarbonise?

g RN NFefarsarer 1 FifRvr FA FTE 2

e Global shipping is exploring the use of low-carbon and zero-carbon fuels like green

THE GIST

v

Shipping, however, is generally
a conservative industry. New
technology adoption is
relatively slow.

v

Making a marine green fuels
production hub has some
challenges. India’s solar energy
revolution, however, is a model
of how sovereign guarantees
and policy strategic
frameworks can drive the
adoption of green fuels.

v

The government’s move to
inject demand-side support for
shipbuilders, along with
incentives for foreign
cooperation, should spur
economies of scale and attract
global shipbuilders to the
country.

ammonia, green methanol, hydrogen, and biofuels to cut down emissions.
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ScHolel AT ST T ST I ScoleT el sl I PITAA I &l g

There's a push for technological innovation, better fuel efficiency, and carbon
pricing mechanisms at international forums like the IMO.

IMO S HAWSET FHell TN FIGPNART AR, dgc Seret gatar 31N e {ea fareivor
aF T JeraT 3T ST T & |

Decarbonisation and Future Fuels in Global Shipping

IRaF RN & HeEfamrer ik afasy F Sua

The story so far
39 a& 1 Fufa

Global shipping is on course towards decarbonisation by 2040-50.
3T AT 2040-50 T SFrEfATSHAT T AT 7 39 &

This represents a huge opportunity for India.

Ig AR & [T T T37 a6 T AT B

Merchant ships largely use Very Low Sulphur Fuel Oil (VLSFO), diesel, and methane
gas stored in liquid form as fuel.

SATIRY STETsll H A& ATATHTHIT (Very Low Sulphur Fuel Oil), Sterer 3R ga &7 &
Fgafed AT 37 1 3T AT B

LNG-powered engines, with their higher efficiency of some five percentage points,
are likely to be a transition fuel.

TATTS ! IIfrd §o1d, foiaTehT geTdr 91379t 5 faerd 31 §, 1 HhAvTHTellT SEeT HTT

ST &

Shipping is expected to move to green fuels such as green ammonia, green or e-
methanol, and biofuels by 2040 and achieve net zero thereafter.

fRITaT AT 2040 T et SeraAt S ofier v, offer ar §-arerver 3N arATwgEw T
ST SITUAT 3R 58 91 A€ SARY I foham SITaaT|

How are green fuels produced?

Green hydrogen is made from electrolysis of water using renewable power.

e gTgietel bl AIRIONT Foit SaRT STl FT faggd ques Hieh IR fohdT ST B |

Shipping will not use hydrogen directly due to issues with storage and transportation
as it is highly volatile.

RN grsgiera &1 Wer IuAYer AT FEN FifF s Fagor 3R afaesr Fidar grar g 3k
g FcAqF sl g
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o Green ammonia, made from green hydrogen and nitrogen, is more stable.
et 3T, S AT grsEiere 3R ATEeIS & 9418 ST &, 3w U g €1

¢ The government is encouraging green ammonia production in India as it can
substitute LNG imports in making fertilizers.

RN AR A et 3rAfAaT 3carest &) 9eraT & W § F3ifF I8 3483 faAfor & vaversh

AT T AFT 97 FhaT 1

e Green methanol is made from green hydrogen and carbon dioxide obtained from
industrial sources.

AN AY=ter 1 AeANF WAl @ grodT Frea SFIHTFASS 3N AT FTFSSTT A FAAT SATAT
gl

What are the preferred fuels?

T fAwar are $ue Fia F §2

e Shipping is a conservative industry; new technology adoption is slow.
fRITT v Fiardl 3gHT §; 7§ el H 39T 1 TiRar it gl & |

¢ Ammonia engines are a novelty, so shipping is going first for green methanol, which
emits 10% CO,, and later for green ammonia, which emits no GHGs.

IAAAT S 3137 1S aFeie &, safav R gger A Ag=ter (S 10% CO, 3cHsieT
AT 8) 3R 1 & Ner s (& i Nere=3w 37 scusier 781 Fan) H 3R ¢ W

e Ammonia use requires extensive onboard processes including storage tanks,
engine modifications, and fuel handling systems.

AT & 3YAT & T FgTe I AT IfFAT, S8 &R &F, SoieT # deanq, 3R Suer
etreT YUTTelT T 31Ta2ThaT gl gl

e Green methanol is almost a drop-in replacement for VLSFO and is stored as liquid
at ambient temperature, unlike green ammonia or LNG.

T AYATH, NTATHTR3TT T FIr37eT Hierm fAFeq § 3R T AT AT W R T H
FART I ST ThaT &, STafeh et 3 3k vearwersht 1 faQy gt & gafega
AT ST B |

Methanol Adoption in Global Shipping
dRgs RN & Ay=Ter HT 3TART

e More than 360 ships capable of operating on methanol are either in service or on
order.

360 ¥ 3T FEToT, ST AYATT I Tolet A WA &, Tr AT Far A § A ST O &

e Major container shipping companies like Maersk, CMA CGM, and Evergreen are
backing methanol.

Maersk, CMA CGM 3iR Evergreen Si#l 9@ & RIS shufardr Agaier 1 qAd ¢
wel
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A 100% sustainable e-methanol as bunker fuel costs $1,950/tonne (VLSFO
equivalent) in February in Singapore, while VLSFO averaged $560/tonne.

T 100% T §-AYeATel T Hed BIad 3 FAmR 7 $1,950 ufer &o1 (vavaussn &

SR T, ST AeATHTE3 HT 30T Az $560 I 1 &7

This pricing gap is due to the high cost of renewable electricity, with 10-11 MWh
power needed to produce 1 tonne of green e-methanol, and high capital costs for
electrolysers.

IE Hed AT A0 f¥rsrelt it Felt AnTd & FHROTE, FA1TH 1 & §-AG=ATer & Scdest
& fAIT 10—11 MWh F3T T G2 81dT ¢ 31X Saaeiarser I A1 YRS arerd giar
gl

Demand-Supply Mismatch
T 3 3mfet F1 Iraerer

Estimates suggest that demand for green methanol will surpass 14 million tonnes by
2028.

AT o 3THR, 2028 T Aot AY=ATe HY AT 1.4 FN3 T § HAF g1 S0 |
In contrast, projected supply is only 11 million tonnes, leading to price pressures.

g8 faudid, srepenfaa 3mqfet Faer 1.1 F3 & §, foTe8 Ferat W) gama a4

What is Indian shipping’s decarbonisation plans?

AR F FART HFefasarereT Ao Farg?

India has committed to decarbonising its domestic shipping.

TR & e RIRIT 1 Aeprafergst Fe H Ifdeeydr TS &

Plans have been made for supporting domestic container ships using green fuels
as well as creating green fuel bunkering points such as at the Tuticorin V.O.
Chidambaranar port and Kandla.

TS FEAT AT 7 et T & 3UANT & AY-H1Y g .3, Rgawar o 3ilx
FHIST S TATAT W IfNeT T FHRIT CATZE AT T ATSTedT TS TS &
The government is looking at producing and supplying green fuels to Singapore,

which is a fuelling station accounting for nearly one-fourth of all global ship
fuelling.

LA AT e FT Ie1eeT HT AT 1 Aqfed it W TR @8, S o dRaaw
SIS ST 3TYfel FT Samsar vap-ates Rear 3|

Singapore has committed to being a green fuels supplier and would therefore require
tens of millions of tonnes of green fuels.

R & @e =1 et wger Imqfetaar & &9 7 T1fd e Hir gfdaeear s § 3 3d
&% faferer et afier vy 1 maegerar gl

Given that India has the land and expertise for solar power, it can aspire to be a
major supplier of green fuels to global shipping.
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e R & 918 WR FaT & fow 7f# 31k RFerwsar €, saforw a5 3Rew Rt & v e
Y et T Hrfelaral Setel shT &THT T &

How can India do it?
AR IE A FT ThdT g7

e Making a marine green fuels production hub has some challenges.
FAHAY AT T 3G gk TeTeA HS Aol & AT 37T 8|
o Solar panels and electrolysers to make green hydrogen need to be imported.

AN FTENTT T F AT FeT Ae7er 31T AT ATESR T ATATT F&AT IST 2|

e India’s solar energy revolution is a model of how sovereign guarantees and policy
strategic frameworks can drive the adoption of green fuels.

R F TR FaT Fifa Ig T § 7 T IR 31k orfas sfaera emar & i
T &l YTl H HEgTeh gl Hehell &
e From 2014 to 2025, India’s solar capacity grew from 2.82 GW to 105 GW.

2014 ¥ 2025 & T YR ST WK 87T 2.82 GW T 9T 105 GW 81 TS|

e This achievement was made through sovereign guarantees, off-take assurance, and
strengthened supply chain support.

Ig 39fey TN MRS, Gl Yiafeaar, AR Asqa smqfed sf@ar aader & AreaqA @
SECEE]

e Sovereign guarantees have emerged as a powerful de-risking mechanism for green
methanol investments that can considerably reduce prices.

TWHRY ARE, AT Ayt A3 & T T gamaemel Nf@A-AaR_F 39T & T H 31,
ST FrTaY Y FIHY FH FT FhaT B

e These government-backed assurances can transform project economics by enabling
access to international capital markets at lower interest rates.

T AIHR FATHT IRE IRAISTAT Fr 3T F cuagriar i a5 Tehdl &, FAiTeh T HARTSET
Jolt S9N e i S3ToT &X T 9§ ARTd Rl &

« Innovative financial instruments are needed for an at scale green methanol rollout.
2 e W AT Ayt F [{EaR & v Faramr R aeEy S 3maeasar g

e Production-linked incentive (PLI) schemes for electrolysers can help relieve supply
chain bottlenecks by territorialising value chains and reducing transportation
costs.

FAFEITEOR & fT NUAITE FSTATE Fed HT@eA3H HT TATATRIT ek AR Fod 7T &
IREe dTeTa ) FF F, It STaAT Y AT Y T F dehell ¢ |

e Carbon capture, utilisation, and storage (CCUS) incentives are also essential, as
they increase the feasibility of producing green methanol from sequestered CO,.

FTaT Fouy, 3TANT 3T $BROT (CCUS) & fAT WicaresT &Y 3maeas §, F3ifeh 9 e CO, &
AT AT TAT T THEGAT FT Tora 2
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e The government’s push to create 1.5 GW of local electrolyser manufacturing
capacity and growing industrial CO, sources positions India strategically to develop
integrated green fuel hubs.

THR GaRT 1.5 GW FITHT FaFeiagsit 3cure &1dar 3R silggifiw co, adi &
IR @ R 1 FAfHaT AT T & & & 7 AT d6d ol &1

« Multilateral development banks offer financing at rates as low as 4%, compared to
11-12% by domestic lenders, and they can be leveraged.

TEUaiId R 4% 4% Saeil F &7 7T AaIYor 3ucrstr FHI €, ST ae] Foraransit
F g¥ 11-12% BT §, 3R 3¢ 3UART F =T ST W1 B

How can green fuels help restart Indian shipowning and shipbuilding?

e T AR STt Ao 3t Fanfires i & qersiitad & o 82

e The government’s move to inject demand-side support for shipbuilders, along with
incentives for foreign cooperation, should spur economies of scale and attract
global shipbuilders to India.

TN T heA STersr AT & fare AT gar gader 3K Rl weahr &g deames vere
LT, T TAT A rdfegaeyr 1 gorar &9 3R ARTH FTErer AT F 9RT Y 3R
3RS FE|

e Partnerships with overseas shipbuilders from South Korea and Japan are being
pursued to support India’s shipbuilding strength.

HI T STgTST TAATOT &THAT 1 Holgd el & foIT gfaror FINAT 3R Jrarer & faeft srgrer

faTart & ara astefan fr s @

e The strategy is to support new builds and retrofit current ships for green fuel
compatibility.
{UTHIT 6 § o 710 Stgrsil &1 favaAtor fanar Sie 3R Alsyer srerat 1 et e F sregamer
CoRIRIRGIY

e India has pledged $10 billion to support the purchase of over 110 ships.
R 1 110 ¥ 31F Sigr=t Y @lig & T $10 fafest & g7Ye &7 arer fhar g1

e The government can provide incentives so 10-20% of these are green fuel-capable,
built in Indian shipyards, and Indian-flagged.

TSR AT Y&TeT ¥ ehdll § dlfeh 318 ¥ 10-20% T8TsT, SR Rraars # AT,
e e TaTH 3R AR et aret g
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How vulnerable are
Delhi citizens to
cybercrime?

Delhi residents ost over T700 crore in 2024 1o cvbererime. Despite the

intensity and s

Lokniti-CSDS (eam*

n a city as digitally connected as
Delhi, navigating the online world
comes with myriad challenges.

While the mmmmvfdwaral
payments, social media, and internet
bhanking are evident, they are paralleled
by increasing incidents of cybercrime.
Cybercrime has become one of the mast
critical and pressing concermns across
India over the past couple of years, with
Delhi being the hotspot. According o
reports, Delhi residents lost over 3700
erore in 2024 tn cybercrime. Despite the
intensity and seriousness of the issue,
structural gaps continue o exist. For
example, under the Informaricn
Technology Act, 2000 only officers inot
below the rank of an inspector) can
investigate cybercrime, yet most cyber
police stations lack the needed number of
officers for the same se. This
comprehensive study conducted by the
Lokniti-CSDS sheds light on Delhi's cyber
landscape through three critical lenses —
public awareness; personal experience
with cybercrime; and the efficiency of
reporting and redressal systems.

Awareness about digital crimes

Public awareness about the different
types of digital fraud is encouragingly
high. As Table 11 reveals, more than 90%
of Delhi residents are aware of cybercrime
methods such as sharing One Time
Passwords (OTPs), fake reward calls, and
fraudulent hanking requests.
Interestingly, awareness drops for newer
scams like ‘digital arrest’, known to only
61% of respondents. This shows that while
traditional scams are well recognised,

iousness of the issue, structural gaps continue to exist

norvinstitutional sources. As shown in
Table 2.1, 38% became aware through
social media, 37% via traditional media,

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Tackling cybercrime in Delhi

METHOD NOTE

earch employed a random sampling method, leaving a gap of three to four households between

ach selected sample

he
I to maintain representativeness. The sample was distributed across 23 different locations in Delhi, ensuring coverage of various
parts of the city. The sample included responcents rom different socia-economic groups and had equal gender and age
Th

distribution. Data was collected using a struct.

drafted with careful attention

tothe ohjectives of the study, and a pilat study was conducted by the research team before the fieldwork to test and refine the

questionnaire for clarity and eflectiveness

Table 1.1: Awareness of
digital scams through
different methods

Table 1.8: Whether safety
measures can protect us
from anline fraud asked
ACTOSS iNcome groups.

identified the issue due to device
malfunction, indicating that non technical
signs were more influential in realising
that & cybercrime had oocurred. As
indicated in Table 2.3, 58% of affected
respondents reported financial loss, while
26% experienced mental stress. This
suggests that while the economic impact
is prominent, the psychological burden is
also substantial and requires artention in
policy discussions. [n terms of the.
quantum of financial loss, Table 2.4
reveals that 27% of victims lost beqween
10,001 and 350,000, while 19% lost
amounts less than 5,000. 14% of
respondents reported that they had lost
aver 50,000 owing to cybercrime.
Ome of the most concerning findings
relates to the pereeived and al
inefficacy of recovery mechanisms.
According to Table 2.5, 48% of
respandents believed that money lost to
cyber frand could not be recoverad. Only
BJ%belmﬂl that recovery was possible.
are corrobuorated by

there remains a gap in
evolving threats.93% of respondents in
the study knew they could file a
complaint if they hecame a victim of
cybercrime. However, Table 1.2 shows
that while many knew reporting was
possible, only 42% knew of the national
eybercrime helpline (1930), with even
fewer being aware of cyber police stations
(25%) or the reporting website (30%). This
reveals a gap between awareness and
digital reparting literacy. While
government-led awa!cncsswmmums,
particularly mass messages and calls,
were relatively M-Ll recognised (72%
awareness as per Table 1.3), awareness of
mare concrete initiatives like the Cyber
Swachhta Kendra was low (19%). When
asked about the government’s
effectiveness in combating cybercrime
(Table 1.4), only 16% of peaple rated it as
“very effective”. Most (55%) found it
“somewhat effective,” and nearly one in
Tour saw the efforts as ‘While

hese
data InTabl&Z‘b.U\l’llCh focuses
exclusively on victims. Among those who
lost meney, 70% reported they did not
recover any part of it. Omly 17% said the
full amount was returned, and 6%
reported partial recovery. This highlights
the Lack of existing institutional
mechanisms for Enancial re

Where does help come from?
The survey findings indicate a serious gap
between the experience of cybercrime
and the response received from
authorities, marked by high levels of
under-reporting and widespread
dissarisfaction. Only 21% of respondents.
who experienced cybererime reported it,
while 76% refrained from taking formal
action, pointing to either a lack of
anareness or deep nistrust in
institutional mechanisms. Among those
who did report, :mjmnna\ ]\larfarm:

d, 29%

the government’s approach has reached
citizens, it has not instilled confidence.

On protection from cyber threats
People in Delhi are adopting preventive
measures. According to Table 1.5, the
‘majority avoid suspicious links (87%),
download apps only from trusted sources
(85%), and around 79% use strong
passwords. However, more advanced

passwords (30%) or using antivi
software (50%) are far less common. The
socio-economic digital divide becomes
especially apparent in Table L6.
High-income respondents are far more
likely to adopt comprehensive security
measures, including antivirus software
(73%) and twor-step authentication (75%),
compared (o just 20% and 31% in
low-income groups respectively. This
disparity highlights the intersecting role
of digital literacy, affordability, and access
1 cyber safery. Belief in the effectiveness
of these precautions is stromg, with 80%
believing that these precautions protect
them either *toa great extent” or “some
extent” (Table 1.7). However, as Table L8
shonws, confidence again varies by income:
{he columns “great extent,” “some
extent,” and “not much,” “not at all” have
been merged). While 89% of high-income:
respondents trust their protective
measures, only 61% of low-income
participants share that belief in

his perceived vulnerability
ute to higher stress levels and
avoidance behaviour among vulnerable
groups. When asked ahour responsibility
for data protection, more than half of the
respondents (54%) said it should be a joint
effort between individuals and the
government (Table 1.9

Reporting cybercrime
The Lokniti survey reveals that awareness
of eybercrime is nearly universal among
Delhi's residents. $6% of respondents
stated that they had heard or read about
financial frauds and scams online. When
asked how they came to know about
cybercrime, the majority cited
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were
approached local pollce wnum 26%
contacted cybercrime police cells, and
24% reported it to banks, whereas digital
platforms like the cybercrime reporting
website (20%) and helplines (15%) were
less frequently used (Table 2.7), indicating
the need for more credible and accessible
online systems. The complaint process.
|:se\fy\elded mixed responses, with 35%

it “very easy” and 24% “somewhat
easy”, but a notable 37% found it difficult
to register a complaint (Talle 2.8),

Table 1.2: Awareness
about different platforms
to report cybercrime

Platforms to rapart cybercrime =

Cybercrime helpline 193 2
Lucal police station I
Cybercrime reporting website ®
Cybercrime policestation [ =

Table 1.3: Awareness
about steps taken by the
government to prevent
cybercrime

Awareness calls and messages from

- n
autherities

Helpline number 1930 &
Cybrercrime police colistation &
Cybercrime reporting website £

Cylrer Swachhta Ken

Somewhat effective 55
Hot very effective )
Hotat al 5

Table 1.5: Different
measures taken by people
to protect themselves
from cybercrime

Nt elieks 5p s w

Downloading apps anly from trusted |
urces

and 36% through personal experiences of ‘Sharing yoisr OTP a5 ‘Whether safety measures
friends or acquaintances. Notably, only ; ‘can protect or not

&% received information thiough banks, e B - et
despite their central role in financial Py arT—— protect protact
securhy. der ca o e bk e " .

Among those who experienced Ky fcreditjdebit card Overail 8 15
cybercrime first-hand of through family Clicking on suspicious inks » Low-income: - -
members, the most common method of - RESE
identifying the incident was through ' D de 82 1
transaction alerts. In Table 2.2, 38% Social maga seam 83 o
reporied recognising the fraud upon N .
reteiving a francial Email scamjhaciing 2 w [ u
Others were alerted by family or friends ATM scamjcloning n Nate: Al figures inpes cor. Toe o2 erscid ot repor
(17%) or by noticing irregularities on their Virus/malware attack ]
account or device (16%). Very few Dhgitlarmat

Table 1.9: Respansibility
for protecting data

W is theindeidual's respansibility fo
protect their data

W is the government’s responsibility

o ensure data protecionlawsand | 17
educate its citizens about them
Bath 6
et

Table 2.1: Sources.
ofinformation about
cybercrime

I med

1W/radio/newspaper/magazine £l

Hagpened with friends/
acquaintances

Happaned with family mermbers 17
It happened to me u
Banks L]

Table 2.6: Whether victims.
were able to recover their
lost money

Ho 10
‘Yes, the entire amount 7
Yes, | amount [

Table 2.7: Platforms
where cybercrime was
eported

Lol palce station =
Cyer crime pobce staton cell =
Bani 2
Gybercrime reporting website x

renime el line mumer | s

Table 2.8: Experience
with the complaint-filing

process

Very sasy 35
Somewnat 2
Somewhat dfficult 7
Very difficult

Wt The ¢

Table 2.
the assistance provided
hile reporting

Sam

Table 2.2: Identifying a
cybercrime

Financial 1

ansaction message =
Afarmily member/friend informed me | 17

Hoticed strange acthities on my

Fake reward lottery-related
messages or calls

Table 2.3: Impact of cyber-
crime onvictims or their
family members

Financial loss. 58
Hental siress Ed
el e n

Table 2.4: Amount of mon-
ey lost due to cybercrime

payment apps remained high (Table 2.11),
reflecting continued reliance on digital
tools despite limited instinional
protection. Finally, when asked about the
‘mest important government action to
improve digial safety, 40% of
respondents emphasised awarcness
campaigns, significantly outweighing
support for technical fixes (Table 212),
indicating preference for preventive
education over reactive measures.

The Lokniti-CSDS survey paints a
revealing portrait of Delhi's cyber
landscape, one marked by high awareness
bt low institutional trust, significant
under-reporting, and stark
socio-demographic disparities.

While mast residents are Familiar with
cyber threats and have taken hawn
precautions, deeper vuln
persist, especially among low income
groups who lack access to digital
safeguards like antivirus software and
two-factor authentication. As the city’s
digital dependence grows, bridging these
demographic gaps and bolstering
institutional credibility must become
central to any serious cyber safety
siraegy.

“The full credits are available in the

online article at thehindu.com

g o i o v |+ |
users. Public satt with s & e !

suppert was also low, with 45% being Picking unknown or spam calls s Ha maney was lost 1
fully dissatisfied and only 272% fully Update spplica n Less than 5,000 18
el o v i | e
income: ke 2.10), g password regularty 50 1000110 50,000 a7
systemic mequmn_s. Despite these Anti-virus software 50 50,001 ard above |
shortcomings, confidence in digital Woke: T rest i nt espond

Table 1.7: Onwhether
safety measures can pre
tect ane from online fraud

To a great extent ®

To same extent #“
Nat much 12

Hot at al 3

Table 2.5: Fublic percep-
tions on the possibility of
recovering lost money due
tac V';(‘lt fime

F 18

Table 2.10: Satisfaction
with the assistance

widie income + s
group
Highincomegroup | 52 I

Table 2.11: Confidence
while using digital
payment ap

Samewhat canfident a2

Nt very con'

Nat atall confident 6

Table 2.12: What the
government has done
for the digital safety of
citizens

Awareness campaign
¥

neyper |

Imprave the effectiveness of cyber-
erima reporting portals

Implementing data protection

regulations
Device re eharisms o ’
black suspicious calls] websites

Mt The rest 4 netsesaand o hoze ey sther

Table 1.6: Different measures taken by people to protect themselves from cybercrime

across income groups

pass- Notcickingon Downloadappsenly  Pickumknewn Antivink  Twe-step

wordregularly  swspiciouslinks  fromirusedapps  orspamcalls  software  authentication
overall " s0 [ 8 5 s &
Eo— 2 & 2 I 2 n 5 20 1
e

Madei ke a1 st & L) ] a 6
come groun

Highincame

e T T w [ w [« |« [ o [+ =
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How Vulnerable are Delhi Citizens to Cybercrime?

faeell & ATTRS TSN 3T F 9fa fFdar Fagaafia 82

¢ In acity as digitally connected as Delhi, navigating the online world comes with
myriad challenges.

Bfoea w7 & 3 2w Redh & siiwverse giar & Sz & a1y #¢ avg A gatfaat aea
3T g

« While the benefits of digital payments, social media, and internet banking are evident,
they are paralleled by increasing incidents of cybercrime.

fSfSreer sgerarer, wrerer MfEar 3K Sexeie dfdher & v Fave €, ofehet So7eh @ W
3rqrer Y et F s sRaf & W

o Cybercrime has become one of the most critical and pressing concerns across
India over the past couple of years, with Delhi being the hotspot.

oo Fo aut & Agat oy ST & v Fad 73R 3R arewifas a5 gare, 3R
ool 3w g 97 TS B

e According to reports, Delhi residents lost over ¥700 crore in 2024 to cybercrime.
Ratet & 31T, 2024 7 Rl F At F WTgaw 3R F FWRor 1700 F43 ¥ 3+
FT STHAT g3

o Despite the intensity and seriousness of the issue, structural gaps continue to
exist.

58 Heg 1 7T 3R aar & aracg, WA Tfaar s oft Alee 2
o Under the Information Technology Act, 2000, only officers (not below the rank of an

inspector) can investigate cybercrime, yet most cyber police stations lack the needed
number of officers.

I Sl sfafazs, 2000 & dgd Fao e 3 @ FR F AR & A
m%raﬁrararﬂm% e off rfrprer wrg e gfaw weAEl 7 sraegs sfamRat f
AT AR B

e A comprehensive study conducted by Lokniti-CSDS sheds light on Delhi’s cyber
landscape through three lenses:

Teh SIS IFETTA ToT8 AFAlid-CSDS = o, feeelt & Arget aRged i ofieT giseahion

q 3SR AT &
o Public awareness
SToT-SIRh T
o Personal experience with cybercrime
TS IRIY W A 337
o Efficiency of reporting and redressal systems

Rqiféar 3t fAarRor gormrelt &Y yamaeiierar
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Awareness about Digital Crimes

RS 3T Rret F IR F APR™SdT

o Public awareness about different types of digital fraud is encouragingly high.
A IR & Bfoed 4TEmerE & S 7 S-SR dT JTeATSes ¥ § 39 ¢ |

e More than 90% of Delhi residents are aware of cybercrime methods such as sharing
OTPs, fake reward calls, and fraudulent banking requests.

feeel & 90% @ 3rftre fvarelt wTgar 3rawrer & it oI 3N wrFT FAT, Folf QEFR
Fier, 3R I LrEmers sy F Rk §

o Awareness drops for newer scams like ‘digital arrest’, known to only 61% of
respondents.

‘RfSed PRFARY 519 AT 91eTal & [T SRR dr e ST §, T8 hdd 61% gfasfaat

T 9gdTeTT|
e This shows that while traditional scams are well recognised, there remains a gap in
understanding evolving threats.

g T ¢ TF ST8T YRR HieTe 3Td) diE @ Ygds 19 &, J8] dedd ol HY FAS
# araft oft TR &

e 93% of respondents knew they could file a complaint if they became a victim of
cybercrime.

93% wfasnfaray &r gar o7 o6 IfY F A1ger Iy & AR gord § O RAeraa gof FTaHd
gl

e Only 42% knew of the national cybercrime helpline (1930).
haoT 42% AT T TCET ATSE UM geqatsa (1930) o TR H SATeThiT 27|

o Even fewer knew of cyber police stations (25%) or the reporting website (30%).
AR YfAw T2t (25%) AT Rféer daamse (30%) & aR A STAhRY W dTell T T
3R &Y e 2|

e This reveals a gap between awareness and digital reporting literacy.
I SR 3R Bfoee Raifésr ararar & fig v siar S giar g

e Government-led awareness campaigns, such as mass messages and calls, were
relatively well recognised (72%).

TR GaRT TATT AT FA-ARERAT AR, ST o AAeT 30T Fier, 1 1Y g5 aF
g T AT (72%) |
e Awareness of concrete initiatives like the Cyber Swachhta Kendra was low (19%).

Cyber Swachhta Kendra ST 31 Ugedll & IR # ARTEHT e (19%) FT

e Only 16% of people rated government efforts as “very effective” in combating
cybercrime.

émzrw%m?ﬁﬁwmﬁﬁmﬁwaﬁ“agam"ml
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55% found it “somewhat effective”, and nearly 1 in 4 saw the efforts as inadequate.
55% Il o1 S “FS §G deh FHTAY” el 3R 978797 g IR F { TF sqfered o JATHT ht
3rqATed ATeT|

While the government’s approach has reached citizens, it has not instilled
confidence.

m‘ﬁ:wﬁmmﬁaﬁwﬁﬁﬁwﬁawmaﬁwﬁ%ﬂ

On protection from cyber threats

AIEa TRl & FI&T T

People in Delhi are adopting preventive measures.
feeelr 3 9T NFAUTH 3YRT FT 39T 2 2 |

According to Table 1.5, the majority avoid suspicious links (87%), download apps only
from trusted sources (85%), and around 79% use strong passwords.

I 1.5 & HR, TR witer Wiewer foe (87%) & 99 §, el faeaweiy giat
(85%) T VT ST3TalIS FXct ¢, 3R T 79% T AT TIHAS T 3TATT HA &

However, more advanced practices such as regularly changing passwords (50%) or
using antivirus software (50%) are far less common.

gTelifeh, 31T 3ead 3UT S IR T & I1HaE qea= (50%) IT TETRRYT AFeaa
(50%) ST ST Sl ha fohaT SITelT &1

The socio-economic digital divide becomes especially apparent in Table 1.6.
arATfo-3de fBforee 3ax difele 1.6 # fay &9 & Tose B

High-income respondents are far more likely to adopt comprehensive security measures,
including antivirus software (73%) and two-step authentication (75%), compared to
just 20% and 31% in low-income groups respectively.

3T 31 91 & TG VEHTIRE AIFEdaN (73%) 3R T-FT TATONOT (75%) ST et
3UTAT T 3YeTTeT T el 31Th THGAT IW &, STTh et 3T 9T 7 Tg A hdol 20%

3R 31% &

This disparity highlights the intersecting role of digital literacy, affordability, and
access to cyber safety.

wmmmmmmmgmwﬁaﬁwmaﬁw
1 g2l B

Belief in the effectiveness of these precautions is strong, with 80% believing that these
precautions protect them either “to a great extent” or “some extent” (Table 1.7).

o1 SUTAT ol THTaRMeTclT H TaRaTH HoTed &, 80% ollaT AT & foh & 3og “ShIthT §g e’ AT
‘BT §C cleh” GI&TT ol § (cTTforhr 1.7)]

However, as Table 1.8 shows, confidence again varies by income.

glefifen, ciferehT 1.8 & 31THR, T F ITUR feary & ¥ ura |

While 89% of high-income respondents trust their protective measures, only 61% of low-
income participants share that belief.
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STET 89% 3T 37T F9T oh IeRElCT =) FI&TT 3Ural O} faare ¥l 8, TéT harel 61% fe=
3T 97 & TSIt T QT AT B

o This perceived vulnerability may contribute to higher stress levels and avoidance
behaviour among vulnerable groups.

Ig 3TT8Td T 918 IRET AT qard 3R 9919 & FGgR # T T Tohell ¢ |
o When asked about responsibility for data protection, more than half of the

respondents (54%) said it should be a joint effort between individuals and the
government (Table 1.9).

STe €T Y& T FAFAeY & IR & o7 I, AT 54% TRl = e & I8 sqfFaar 3k
THR F TYFA T § TG gl 13T (AT 1.9)|

Reporting cybercrime

HISET 3TRTE hr Naiféar

e The Lokniti survey reveals that awareness of cybercrime is nearly universal among
Delhi’s residents.

Arehaf el FI&TOT & ITER, feeel & Aol 7 AIgaT 3TORTe & TR 7 AT ofarsTar
granifas gl

e 96% of respondents stated that they had heard or read about financial frauds and
scams online.

96% 3TRETCI31 o el foh 3egiet difeTansst faeirr eaTersd 3k eerelt & ar 7 gar a1 ver
gl

e When asked how they came to know about cybercrime, the majority cited non-
institutional sources.

SIS qBT a1 foh 3egiet HISe 31T & aR #H & ST, A 3iferenier of AR-weumera @al &
Sood foha|

e As shown in Table 2.1, 38% became aware through social media, 37% via traditional
media, and 36% through personal experiences of friends or acquaintances.

cferent 2.1 & 3178, 38% o |Xerer #F3AT, 37% o qRufa AfEm, 31 36% =1 =t a
aRfRral & sregeral & AT @ SRR TTed H

e Notably, only 8% received information through banks, despite their central role in
financial security.

EITeT Sl AT § Toh Farel 8% =¥ AT § SATAhT UTed Y, STaifeh T geam & 3e1eht vog@
S\GEIN

e Among those who experienced cybercrime first-hand or through family members, the
most common method of identifying the incident was through transaction alerts.

TSieT St & T2 AT 319l TRAR & ATCTH F WIS 3R T 337 foha, 3a7eh forw ot
& HAE & ATETH T Ygdlel T ATHY LT AT
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o InTable 2.2, 38% reported recognising the fraud upon receiving a financial transaction
message.

arforenT 2.2 7 38% o gl [ 3o AT Sa-8s7 G392 Ued @l W e @rers ggarer|

e Others were alerted by family or friends (17%) or by noticing irregularities on their
account or device (16%).

3T AEIt ot aRER A1 A (17%) gt a1 @ra/fSasd W sifafAaansit (16%) & aAregd
H A Thar |

o Very few identified the issue due to device malfunction, indicating that non-technical
signs were more influential.

gl e eIl o AT G & FHROT Tglet T, FHE T @Il & o IR-aapedtehy Fhel
3170k JeTTaeTelr &

e Asindicated in Table 2.3, 58% of affected respondents reported financial loss, while
26% experienced mental stress.

dTfelehT 2.3 o IR, 58% e 3eRela3it  fasiiar g1fer, STafer 26% =1 A+ d=ira
T 371e7d foha|

¢ This suggests that while the economic impact is prominent, the psychological burden
is also substantial.

Ig gl & for Set anfiie werma 9oy B, 981 Adanee aer off Agcaqet B
¢ Interms of the quantum of loss, Table 2.4 reveals that 27% lost between 10,001 and
50,000, while 19% lost less than ¥5,000, and 14% lost over ¥50,000.

glfaY & AT & AR, cIfelepr 2.4 7 S m a1 & foh 27% =1 €10,001 & T50,000, 19% =
5,000 & FH, 3R 14% =7 50,000 ¥ 31f&a T g1fed F|

¢ One of the most concerning findings relates to the inefficacy of recovery mechanisms.
T e drsteta s 7 8 vah aeelt aF 1 3787 & Fafd ¢

e According to Table 2.5, 48% believed that money lost to cyber fraud could not be
recovered, while only 33% believed recovery was possible.

oTTferehT 2.5 o TR, 48% T HTaTT AT foh WIS LIETErsT  WRIT YT araw a7et el
TehdT, STaleh Shdel 33% ah1 TaRaTy AT o a¥ell §97d ¢

e These perceptions are corroborated by data in Table 2.6, which focuses exclusively on
victims.

dTfelehT 2.6 o 3HTehs $eT RUM3AT T IS e 8, ST [y & & Al oX g |

e Among those who lost money, 70% reported they did not recover any part, only 17%
said the full amount was returned, and 6% reported partial recovery.

ST et & 9T @R, 398 @ 70% o &g & 3¢ d1g off Tfdr arqw 78 e, Fad 17% o
gt o Y Y Ao e, 31X 6% =1 31T ey o1 et &

o This highlights the lack of existing institutional mechanisms for financial redressal.
IE FHicer R AT F IR a7 Y FA F 3R FA ¢
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Where does help come from?
eI Fgl A A 872

o The survey findings indicate a serious gap between the experience of cybercrime and
the response received from authorities, marked by high levels of under-reporting
and widespread dissatisfaction.

GeToT syt & IaT Tolal & T WTga 3rorer & 3regera 3iR wiftraort @ wrea gfafrar &
T U 7R IR B, T F7 Raféar 3} samve sraay gart Rifgaa fhar g

e Only 21% of respondents who experienced cybercrime reported it, while 76% refrained
from taking formal action, pointing to either lack of awareness or deep mistrust in
institutional mechanisms.

hael 21% ITRETAT3T o Tolegiel HISSR ORI T 377e7d foham, 38 RtE R, Siafer 76%
o 3t F1¥EE T WS T, S AT A TRRARAT T FHT JT FTEATITT 341 T I
rfaeary T &

e Among those who did report, traditional platforms were more commonly used: 29%
approached local police stations, 26% contacted cybercrime police cells, and 24%
reported it to banks.

ST e & RAE i, 373 IRI R Coewie 310 AT ] 29% o T 91T, 26%
o WISET Ve, 31T 24% o & & Fus fham|

o Digital platforms like the cybercrime reporting website (20%) and helplines (15%)
were less frequently used (Table 2.7), indicating the need for more credible and
accessible online systems.

TSR 3T RIFERT dqdmse (20%) 3R Feaansar (15%) 4 Bfoed caewe 1 &
3T G3HT (AT 2.7), ST 3rferer Rreaweir X Fersr JitaTarser a= 1 3maeFehdr gt
gl

e The complaint process itself yielded mixed responses: 35% found it “very easy”, 24%
“somewhat easy”, but a notable 37% found it difficult to register a complaint (Table
2.8).

RIS Ifshar & 31e781d FRTAT 2@ 35% ?fsﬁ“ag?rmm”, 24% = ‘F & d AT,
STafeh 37% = 38 HfSeT IIAT (Aol 2.8)|

o Public satisfaction with institutional support was also low: 48% being fully
dissatisfied and only 27% being fully satisfied (Table 2.9).

FEATT FETIAT & STAHary off Hd GT: 48% T e HATSE, STafh ol 27% U e
Hse U (dArferhr 2.9) |

o Disparities in satisfaction levels were evident across income groups (Table 2.10),
highlighting systemic inequities.

AT TAT H JAATAT AT 37 gait & Tase A (arferet 2.10), ST qorreliora
HAATAATIHT T G2l B
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e Despite these shortcomings, confidence in digital payment apps remained high
(Table 2.11), reflecting continued reliance on digital tools despite limited institutional
protection.

5o WITAAT & arasfe, FBforee sperare dow & frearw 3==r w=11 @1 (arferenr 2.11), S e
TEYTIT FR&T & srasfe Bfoed o W fataw fasiar w1 gafar gl
e When asked about the most important government action to improve digital safety,

40% of respondents emphasised awareness campaigns, outweighing support for
technical fixes (Table 2.12).

519 f3fSeer GRaT GURE & fIT T8 Agcaqul AIHRY HRETE & TR H I5T I, T 40%
FTRETAT3T & IRTEHT AFRITAT 9T S 2T, S Fehediehy FaATeTT & 31fee o (arfasr

2.12)1
e This indicates preference for preventive education over reactive measures.
Ig Ffafarcra 3Ut & Joier 7 AeruraA-3menie et i graffsar #r gefar g

e The Lokniti-CSDS survey paints a revealing portrait of Delhi’s cyber landscape, one
marked by high awareness but low institutional trust, significant under-reporting,
and stark socio-demographic disparities.

AFAIA-CSDS FI&TOT ool & WFaT TRGRY I Ueh TS TEAR 927 AT &, Sl 3
STEHAT olfehel A HEATT faeard, Ageaqet wa Raifear, 3k ik aenfore-
SAAAITETRT AT & AT &

« While most residents are familiar with cyber threats and have taken basic
precautions, deeper vulnerabilities persist, especially among low-income groups.

STeT Jferenier frarel argear @al @ aRfaa € 3R Fereqa wraenfat e §, a8l i
IYIETTT =T Tgel &, W fare=r-3mar gt #|

e These groups lack access to digital safeguards like antivirus software and two-factor
authentication.

ST 91T & OTH Uy AiFeday 3R g-tharet yAroiieor St fBforee qRam gyt o
g 8
e As the city’s digital dependence grows, bridging these demographic gaps and

bolstering institutional credibility must become central to any serious cyber safety
strategy.

S-S 2R T BfSree feiRar 56 W 8, 57 SAaif@adIT Aeral HY qrear 3R FEYwTT
farawalaaT ! ASge FI fordl off TR ArgaT ot wiehfer o1 g foig giem =g
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‘GOOd pl' Og'l‘eSS on EU ‘Good progress on EU FTA
FTA talks, less so on
ASEAN pact review’

Commerce Ministry officials confirm team from India is in Washington

to negotiate the US. deal, the third such visit in the last few months

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

he next few months
Tis going to see a
flurry of activity,

with various teams of In-
dian negotiators actively
seeking to sign new trade
agreements with countries
and regions such as the
U.S. and European Union
(EU) and amend the exist-
ing deal with the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN), according
to government officials.

During a press briefing
on Tuesday, senior officials
in the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry said
that India was seeing
“good progress” in its ne-
gotiations with the EU, and
less satisfactory progress
on the review of the free
trade agreement with the
ASEAN. They also said that
the Fall deadline for a Bilat-
eral Investment Treaty
with the U.S. was still in
place.

“With regard to the EU,
we have just finished the
12th round last week that
was on Friday,” Special Se-
cretary in the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry
Satya Srinivas said. “We
have exchanged our mar-
ket access offers on servic-
es and non-services.”

M. Srinivas said that the
negotiators on both sides
could close a “couple of
chapters” of the deal and
that they held long discus-
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Progress report

Commerce ministry officials reiterated the Fall deadline for the
conclusion of a Bilateral Trade Agreement with the U.S.

m With EU, India finished
the twelfth round of talks
last week on Friday

m Negotiators on both
sides closed a “couple of
chapters” of the deal

= With ASEAN, the progress
thus far has been chequered
and more is expected

sions on other chapters

where there was a
divergence.
Regarding the India-U.S.

trade deal, the Commerce
Ministry officials con-
firmed that a team from In-
dia is currently in Washing-
ton to negotiate the deal,
their third such visit in the
last few months. They reit-
erated the Fall deadline for
the conclusion of a Bilater-
al Trade Agreement (BTA).

The Hindu has learnt
that the Indian team has ta-
ken sectoral specialists this
time around to address mi-
nute issues.

“No tariff effect yet’
According to sources, U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
reciprocal tariff letters ov-
er the last week haven’t
had any effect so far. “If
you look at the tariffs to-
day, there are only an-
nouncements of tariffs,” a
source aware of the nego-
tiations told The Hindu.
Special Secretary in the

Ministry of Commerce and
Industry Rajesh Agrawal
said that teams from India
and ASEAN have held nine
rounds of meetings so far.

“The progress thus far
has been chequered and
we would have liked much
more progress,” Mr. Agra-
wal said.

“But the good part is we
are moving on many as-
pects, especially on cus-
toms and trade facilitation.
We are moving on techni-
cal cooperation, and there
are discussions around
market access.”

He added that the next
two rounds are expected
to be in New Delhi in Au-
gust, and in Malaysia in Oc-
tober, respectively.

“We hope in these two
rounds we should be able
to see good progress and
try to reach some kind of
conclusion by the time the
ASEAN-India Summit takes
place in end-October,” he
said. “The endeavour is in
that direction.”
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talks, less so on ASEAN
pact review’

U §Y {Fd AR
gAY 9 ardat 7 3red) werfa,
AT st i aalam &
F Yt

Commerce Ministry officials confirm
team from India is in Washington to
negotiate the U.S. deal, the third
such visit in the last few months

Ao AATET & AAFIRAT F it A
t fF Ra Y v AF IARNH S

R aIadid & fore arflieres # §, Ao

6 Al & I el el amn

India's Upcoming Trade Agreement
Negotiations

TR FT ITHY SATIR AT I

. The next few months is going to see
a flurry of activity, with various teams of
Indian negotiators actively seeking to sign
new trade agreements with countries and
regions such as the U.S. and European
Union (EU) and amend the existing deal
with the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), according to
government officials.

TR T FEIAT 3 T AT ST Bl
AR, Fife R & [Affie aTdaR g
TgFd T AR, FAdT ¥ (EV) i
goit 3R 81T & T AT AR FASS FeT
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3R 3fAATST (ASEAN) & H1 HIS[eT TS T TR et T &2 7 Afsha T X @
&, I TRt & AR

e During a press briefing on Tuesday, senior officials in the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry said that India was seeing “good progress” in its negotiations with the EU,

and less satisfactory progress on the review of the free trade agreement with
ASEAN.

HITTAR Y TF G a1 o SN, A0 3 3@ Harery & aRes HRAIRAT =¥ Tl foh
HR &I EU & |19 ST 7 “3reat wrfa” g1 161 ¢, Siaier ASEAN & 1Y JFd SaT9R
Al wHteT 7 yorfd 3r9eTEd FA FdlworeT® |

e They also said that the Fall deadline for a Bilateral Investment Treaty with the U.S.
was still in place.

3giel Ig ol el foh T T IANFT F A1y gfavafr faer €y & fow arg g A
TR 377 o TN S &

o “With regard to the EU, we have just finished the 12th round last week that was on
Friday,” Special Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry Satya Srinivas
said.

aiforsar 3R 35T FarerT A faey wfe @ shifaara 2 e, “EU & dest A, g8 Ao
g YHAR HY 1247 SR @ fhar g1

* “We have exchanged our market access offers on **services and non-services.”
"= Aaait AR IR-JATHT O 37901 SR GG T T ITeTeA-Yer fohar 1"

e Mr. Srinivas said that the negotiators on both sides could close a “couple of chapters”

of the deal and that they held long discussions on other chapters where there was a
divergence.

A AT 7 et & et gait & arciehR TSI F TS AT FY & I 7 JaTH g
Thd & 31T 3o8ler 37 3rearat W ol ==t T ST Adee 2
¢ Regarding the India-U.S. trade deal, the Commerce Ministry officials confirmed that a

team from India is currently in Washington to negotiate the deal, their third such visit
in the last few months.

HRA-3ARFT AR FASIA & Feot A, aftrea Farew & srfawiat 3 gite i f o
&1 T EH afiTes 7 38 FASHA W ITahd & v §, 3R 78 oo o #7dat 7 so7:h
Yy A

o They reiterated the Fall deadline for the conclusion of a Bilateral Trade Agreement
(BTA).

3egiel GfaqaiiT SR WASIET (BTA) &1 3ifa# ¥ & & T avg Fg Y wagdian &t
cTeXT|

e The Hindu has learnt that the Indian team has taken sectoral specialists this time
around to address minute issues.

& feq T STeTehrly Tel & Toh 58 I et &7 =1 el farehwaAt et wry foram & anfes g
HEQT Y GeISHATAT ST Heb |
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‘No tariff effect yet’

According to sources, U.S. President Donald Trump’s reciprocal tariff letters over
the last week haven’t had any effect so far.

AT & AR, TS Tore & FARFT Aegafer Seres €9 @Ry A 10 IREIRF SRE w3t
T 3 oo IS T STET usT &

“If you look at the tariffs today, there are only announcements of tariffs,” a source aware
of the negotiations told The Hindu.

“HIR T T & NG ¢d, dr hael R hiY GIYoNT §,” U STdaid 3 37997d G 1 & g,

T garT|

Special Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry Rajesh Agrawal said that
teams from India and ASEAN have held nine rounds of meetings so far.

a1forsar 3R T FArar #F frehy wita werer srrarer A ar foh AR 3R ASEAN & &t
379 & At g i doF 7 g &

“The progress thus far has been chequered and we would have liked much more
progress,” Mr. Agrawal said.

At 37IATS o Fgl, “3d doh I YT RAFAT 6T & IR &7 38 31T Ja1Td T 35HIG P @
7

“But the good part is we are moving on many aspects, especially on customs and trade
facilitation. We are moving on technical cooperation, and there are discussions
around market access.”

“AfeT 3TN AT AT ¢ 6 5 8 Te3H R 3 g @ §, AV w9 & Hew e 3
SATIR GIAHT, Tehefish! TEATT AR ST 9T I <1 &1 @ 817

He added that the next two rounds are expected to be in New Delhi in August, and in
Malaysia in October, respectively.

3giet gl foh 37aTel &Y &R sheAer: e F 71§ Reel R rargay & AARAT A gy
3 B

“We hope in these two rounds we should be able to see good progress and try to reach
some kind of conclusion by the time the ASEAN-India Summit takes place in end-
October,” he said.

3gieT T, “GH AT F ¢ 1o 37 & AT H g et Yarfel St ol fHerl 3R sraga &
3d & ASEAN-India WWWWWW*WWQ@@[WQT
Creil

“The endeavour is in that direction.”

gy 38 feem A g1
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TAFE, ICRISAT
to establish
adaptive

farm centre

fEUE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEmEEEEE 1

155 Paper Il '

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tractors and Farm Equip-
ment Ltd. (TAFE) has
signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with
the International Crops Re-
search Institute for the Se-
mi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT)
to establish a “JFarm Adap-
tive Agriculture Research &
Extension Centre” at the
ICRISAT campus in Pa-
tancheru, Hyderabad.
According to a TAFE
statement, the centre will
focus on educating farmers
on sustainable agriculture
practices, soil conserva-
tion and efficient water use
through dedicated infras-
tructure. It will promote
scale-appropriate mechan-
isation in agriculture with
special emphasis on crop-
residue processing.
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TAFE, ICRISAT to establish
adaptive farm centre

&% AT ITESHIMIETHTS FATFT 3reThel
FY &g Tla w4t

TAFE-ICRISAT MoU on Agricultural Research Centre
F ¥ 3eTHeTeT g I TAFE-ICRISAT Sasitar A1aer

. Tractors and Farm Equipment Ltd. (TAFE) has signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the International
Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics
(ICRISAT) to establish a “JFarm Adaptive Agriculture
Research & Extension Centre” at the ICRISAT campus in
Patancheru, Hyderabad.

dacd Us e sfaawsic fffis (TAFE) & sratiséia ardfesa
ISUTH Tty BHa! I HTHUTT FEATT (ICRISAT) & @1
AT AT (MoU) R g&areRR fru &, aifeh germame & yere
U ICRISAT 9RER & U “JFarm el Fi¥ sregaene 3K
farar &g A fohar 5T ||

. According to a TAFE statement, the centre will focus on
educating farmers on sustainable agriculture practices, soil
conservation and efficient water use through dedicated
infrastructure.

TAFE & ST & 38R, e che, FYPT I el FY geufa, a1
TT&TOT 3N el F Ferel IYANT & IR H FANT JqaI=AT & ATETH
g afAfed = W FHiga grem|

o It will promote scale-appropriate mechanisation in
agriculture with special emphasis on crop-residue processing.

Ig he, Y H AT TAFIOT hl FeTaT &I A BHer TSt FHY
WA oX faeIy et 2|
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International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid
Tropics (ICRISAT)

* ICRISAT is an international, non-profit, non-political organization that conducts
agricultural research for development in semi-arid tropics to help reduce poverty, hunger,
malnutrition, and environmental degradation.

* It was established in 1972 and is headquartered at Patancheru, near Hyderabad,
Telangana, India.

* ICRISAT is a part of the CGIAR system — Consultative Group on International
Agricultural Research — a global research partnership of organizations engaged in research
for a food-secure future.

Historical Background

* |CRISAT was established as one of the 16 international research institutes under CGIAR
with a specific focus on agriculture in semi-arid tropics (SAT) — areas characterized by low
rainfall, degraded soils, and water scarcity.

» The organization was conceptualized in 1971 by the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)
of CGIAR and was formally inaugurated in 1972 with support from the Government of India.

Mandate Crops and Genebank

* ICRISAT focuses on improving productivity and resilience in the following mandated
crops:

Sorghum

Pearl millet

Finger millet
Pigeonpea
Chickpea
Groundnut (Peanut)
Small millets

e It houses a genebank containing over 128,000 germplasm accessions from 144
countries, making it one of the largest collections of dryland crops in the world.

e These genetic resources are stored under long-term conditions to ensure
conservation of crop biodiversity and support breeding programs.
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Global Presence and Regional Hubs
* ICRISAT has a global mandate with regional hubs and offices in:

o West and Central Africa (WCA) — e.g., Mali, Niger, Nigeria
o Eastern and Southern Africa (ESA) — e.g., Kenya, Malawi, Zimbabwe, Ethiopia
e South Asia — India, with collaborations in Nepal, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka

* It works closely with National Agricultural Research Systems (NARS) to enhance
agricultural capabilities in developing countries.

Research Programs and Focus Areas
ICRISAT’s research is structured under three core global programs:

1. Accelerated Crop Improvement: Speed breeding, hybridization, genome
sequencing, drought tolerance

2. Resilient Farm and Food Systems: Integrated watershed management,
agroecology, farming systems innovation

3. Enabling Systems Transformation: Market access, policy research, climate-smart
agriculture, digital tools

Notable Achievements

* HHB 67 Improved: A drought-tolerant hybrid of pearl millet released in Haryana (2006), in
collaboration with Haryana Agricultural University (HAU) and International Maize and
Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT).

» World’s first hybrid pigeonpea (2008): Significantly increased yield potential over
traditional varieties.

* ICPV 25444: Released in 2025, it is a heat-tolerant pigeonpea variety that can withstand
temperatures up to 45°C, developed using speed breeding techniques.

» Development of MRIDA App (Mobile-based Real-time Integrated Data Access) for precision
agriculture.

Geospatial and Climate Research

* ICRISAT integrates Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Remote Sensing (RS), and
Global Positioning System (GPS) in its agricultural planning.

« Soil and crop mapping have been extensively used to classify drylands, analyze crop
productivity, and support sustainable resource use.

» The Village Dynamics in South Asia (VDSA) initiative tracks socio-economic and farming
system data for rural livelihoods.
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Leadership

* The current Director General (DG) is Dr. Himanshu Pathak, who took charge in March
2025.

» The governing body includes experts from agriculture, development, science, and
economics from across the globe.

Mission and Vision

* Vision: A prosperous, food-secure and resilient dryland tropics.

* Mission: To reduce poverty, hunger, malnutrition, and environmental degradation in the
drylands.

» Values: Excellence, equity, inclusivity, transparency, sustainability, and innovation.

Relevance

* ICRISAT contributes to the National Food Security Mission (NFSM) and National
Innovation on Climate Resilient Agriculture (NICRA).
» Supports Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly:

e SDG 2: Zero Hunger
e SDG 13: Climate Action
e SDG 15: Life on Land

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)

Basic Information

* Definition: Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) is natural gas—predominantly methane—with
small amounts of ethane and other gases, cooled to approximately —162 °C (—260 °F) at
atmospheric pressure, reducing its volume by around 600 times, making it transportable as a
liquid.

* Properties: LNG is odorless, colorless, non-toxic, and non-corrosive, but it becomes
flammable upon vaporization and can pose a risk of freezing and asphyxiation.

Key Concepts and Process Overview
Production (Liquefaction)

» Gas pre-treatment: Removal of water, CO,, H,S, heavier hydrocarbons to protect
equipment.
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» Cooling process: Uses refrigeration cycles—common methods include cascade and
mixed refrigerant systems—to cool the gas to liquefaction temperature
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‘China’s major
commodity
imports show
rising price
sensitivity’

Little more: Crude oil imports were barely higher over the
first six months from the same period last year. REUTERS
Clyde Russell

LAUNCESTON, AUSTRALIA

China’s imports of major commodities presented
a mixed picture in the first half, but if there is a
clear trend it is the world’s top buyer of natural
resources is increasingly sensitive to prices.

Crude oil imports were barely higher over the
first six months from the same period last year,
liquefied natural gas (LNG) arrivals were weak, as
were coal imports. Copper was mixed, with lower
arrivals of refined metal, but higher shipments of
ores and concentrates, while iron ore imports
were slightly softer, according to official data
released on Monday.

The traditional market view in commodities is
that demand and supply fu(ndamentals lead
prices, but China is increasingly a case where its
level of imports react more to prevailing prices.

Crude oil is a good example of this.

For the first quarter of 2025 China, the world's
largest importer, saw declining arrivals, with
imports dropping 1.5% from the same period in
2024. However, the second quarter saw
increasing crude imports, culminating in arrivals
of 12.14 million barrels per day (bpd) in June, the
strongest month since August 2023.

The increase in second quarter imports was
enough to turn the first half total positive, with
arrivals up 1.4% from the first six months of 2024.

The main driver of the change in imports in
the second quarter was prices. Global benchmark
Brent futures were on a declining trend during
the period when second quarter-arriving cargoes
would have been arranged. The price dropped
from a high of $75.47 a barrel on April 2to a
four-year low of $58.50 on May 5.

Conversely, the soft imports from the first
quarter came against a backdrop of rising prices
during the window when those cargoes would
have been bought. Brent went from a low of
$70.85 a barrel on December 6 to a six-month
high of $82.63 on January 15, meaning China’s
refiners were facing rising import costs for
cargoes arriving in the first quarter.

The same price dynamic was at work with
LNG, with spot prices for delivery to North Asia
reaching a 15-month high of $16.10 per million
British thermal units (mmBtu) in the week to
February 14.

Strong European demand for LNG has kept
Asian spot prices elevated, with the usual
seasonal decline after the winter peak being far
less pronounced in 2025.

This in turn has led to a sharp drop in LNG
imports, with commodity analysts Kpler
estimating a 22% drop over the first half to 30.24
million metric tons. The weaker LNG imports
were enough to drag China’s total natural gas
imports of both the super-chilled fuel and from
pipelines down by 7.8% in the first half, according
to official data.

(The views expressed here are those of the
author, a columnist for Reuters)
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‘China’s major commodity imports show rising
price sensitivity’

et F 97T T AT H Tt Hea Fagrefierar
frag e we

China’s Commodity Imports and Price Sensitivity (H1 2025)
et 1 o 3T 3R Ao waeerefiarar (2025 $Y ugelt SATE)

¢ China’s imports of major commodities presented a mixed picture in
the first half, but if there is a clear trend it is the world’s top buyer of
natural resources is increasingly sensitive to prices.

et &1 9@ oI 3T ggel AT A AT @, dfehet ves Fuse ygi I8
feeh ¥ T gferar o1 et @31 wigpfas damest &1 @leRr 3@ el & gfa
rfer wagerefier gl i w1 8

¢ Crude oil imports were barely higher over the first six months from the
same period last year, liquefied natural gas (LNG) arrivals were weak, as
were coal imports.

%3 HIAST HT AT TSl ATl hT AT Iafer T JoreTr & 4T 8 310 e,
LNG &1 31T HHSAR T 3R HIaat 1 3rarer ot &4 €7 1|

o Copper was mixed, with lower arrivals of refined metal, but higher
shipments of ores and concentrates, while iron ore imports were
slightly softer, according to official data released on Monday.

HIIT T TG [HT-ST T6T, ST YGH YT T HIATA TeT, TET 7ATH 3R
FHeecH hT It &Y, STafeh AT 3T HT ITATT AT FHAAN 6T, Tg
HAAR Y Y IfFRE siwst & gar B

e The traditional market view in commodities is that demand and supply

fundamentals lead prices, but China is increasingly a case where its level
of imports react more to prevailing prices.

aRaRe fSH STeT gfReshivT T Ara ¢ o AT 3R smqfet & Fer Rgeia
HIHAT BT THITAT FI &, AfeheT DT 376 VAT 2T FAT ST 6T §, ST@T 3HAT
ITAT FeX AlSET FrAat F IHTAR agelar 8|

e Crude oil is a good example of this.

%S TS SHHT Ueh 30T 3607 B

« For the first quarter of 2025, China, the world’s largest importer, saw

declining arrivals, with imports dropping 1.5% from the same period in
2024.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

Page]. 15



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

2025 Y Tgelt FA#ATE , g2 & TR 93 AT =i A AR §O AT <, STeT AT

2024 Y FATT rafer Y Ferar & 1.5% &< 724T|

e« However, the second quarter saw increasing crude imports, culminating in arrivals of
12.14 million barrels per day (bpd) in June, the strongest month since August
2023.

greiifen, @l FAwmeY # o3 3mara & gefe g3, St o[ # 12.14 ffagar R gfa R (bpd)
T I IS — Tg I 2023 F g HaW 30 AAF A 8T

e The increase in second quarter imports was enough to turn the first half total positive,
with arrivals up 1.4% from the first six months of 2024.

Y ForTeY 3 3maTet # g% Fef A Tgell SHATE FT Fo IHH3T FHRIcHE T f&T, el
2024 ¥ Tgel SHTE Y TeTalT H 1.4% H TR o g3 |

e The main driver of the change in imports in the second quarter was prices.
e FHATEY 31 3maTe 7 IRacTel T AT HRF HHA Wi

e Brent futures were on a declining trend during the period when second quarter-
arriving cargoes would have been arranged.

T FEY 7 39 3a & R fRrae Y yqfer W, 519 gl faAmer & fore smeif & sgaear
T ST TET 2

e The price dropped from a high of $75.47 per barrel on April 2 to a four-year low of
$58.50 on May 5.

AT 2 3T Y $75.47 I T & ITadH T O g 5 7S Y $58.50 F IR ATl &
s TR WM TS|

e Conversely, the soft imports from the first quarter came against a backdrop of rising
prices during the window when those cargoes would have been bought.

5T faudd, Tgell fAATEY & FASR AT X8 FHT H §317 519 39 374 & R HreAed 78
W& i

e Brent went from a low of $70.85 per barrel on December 6 to a six-month high of
$82.63 on January 15, meaning China’s refiners were facing rising import costs.

AT T HHT 6 FHET FT $70.85 U R A TG 15 STeTal HT $82.63 F Bg ALl & 3=
mw@ﬁ,mmﬁmﬁwmmnﬂél

e The same price dynamic was at work with LNG, with spot prices for delivery to North
Asia reaching a 15-month high of $16.10 per mmBtu in the week to February 14.

TE 7o TgTT LNG & 1 off 2T ar8, STgi 3 v & f3efiady o forw wuie frerd 14
mﬁmmﬁme.mqﬁrmmmu#15nﬁﬁ$mwwq§am§|

e Strong European demand for LNG has kept Asian spot prices elevated, with the
usual seasonal decline after the winter peak being far less pronounced in 2025.

T # LNG Y A AT o TR 7 Fie Hrerdl i S qere @, 3 aféat & a
ITHAR 7T gt aelt Hiwalt Frrae 2025 # sga a1 fewrs

e This in turn has led to a sharp drop in LNG imports, with commodity analysts Kpler
estimating a 22% drop over the first half to 30.24 million metric tons.
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Y LNG & 31 & a9 fRrae 3118, 3R FAISET faeews Kpler o 2025 #Y gl SHTET

# 22% Y FIRTaT T IrqATer o &, fad g 30.24 Ao #ifew oo @ |

The weaker LNG imports were enough to drag China’s total natural gas imports of
both super-chilled fuel and from pipelines down by 7.8% in the first half, according to

official data.

FHSIN LNG 3T & HROT, Aot &1 Fof Iipfard 3w e, ot gov-fes wga 3k
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" Brazil, China, India
could be hit hard by
curbs: NATO chief

WASHINGTON

NATO Secretary General
Mark Rutte warned on
Wednesday that countries
such as Brazil, China and
India could be hit very
hard by secondary sanc-
tions if they continued to
do business with Russia.

Mr. Rutte made the com-
ment while meeting with
senators in the U.S. Con-
gress the day after Presi-
dent Donald Trump an-
nounced new weapons for
Ukraine and threatened
“biting” secondary tariffs
of 100% on the buyers of
Russian exports unless
there is a peace deal in 50
days.

“My encouragement to
these three countries, par-
ticularly is, if you live now
in Beijing, or in Delhi, or
you are the President of
Brazil, you might want to
take a look into this, be-
cause this might hit you ve-
ry hard,” Mr. Rutte told re-
porters, who met with Mr.
Trump on Monday and
agreed the new steps.

“So please make the
phone call to Vladimir Pu-
tin and tell him that he has
to get serious about peace
talks, because otherwise
this will slam back on Bra-
zil, on India and on China

= S ¥ &~

Mark Rutte had met Donald Trump’aﬁead of his annoﬁncement of

in a massive way,” Mr.
Rutte added.

Republican U.S. Senator
Thom Tillis praised Mr.
Trump for announcing the
steps, but said the 50-day
delay “worries” him.

“So we should look at
the current state of Uk-
raine today and say, no
matter what you do over
the next 50 days, any of
your gains are off the ta-
ble,” he added.

Mr. Rutte said Europe
would find the money to
ensure Ukraine was in the
best possible position in
peace talks.

He said that under the
agreement  with  Mr.
Trump, the U.S. would
now “massively” supply
Ukraine with weapons
“not just air defense, also
missiles, also ammunition
paid for by the
Europeans.”

Asked if long-range mis-
siles for Ukraine were un-
der discussion, Rutte said:
“Itis both defensive and of-
fensive. So there’s all kinds
of weapons, but we have
not discussed in detail yes-
terday with the President.
This is really being worked
through now by the Penta-
gon, by the Supreme Allied
Commander in Europe, to-
gether with the Ukrai-
nians.”

secondary tariffs of 100% on the buyers of Russian exports. REUTERS

Brazil, China, India could be hit hard by
curbs: NATO chief

ATt Y@ & FeT, wfaael ¥ sreiter, Her 3t s
1 7Y FFATT &1 THaT §

NATO Warning to Countries Doing Business with Russia
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. NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte warned on Wednesday
that countries such as Brazil, China and India could be hit very hard by
secondary sanctions if they continued to do business with Russia.

ATeY FETH R AE ¥ & JUAR T Adraen T foh IR Frafer, et 3K
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. Mr. Rutte made the comment while meeting with senators in the
U.S. Congress the day after President Donald Trump announced
new weapons for Ukraine and threatened “biting” secondary tariffs
of 100% on the buyers of Russian exports unless there is a peace
deal in 50 days.

A 5¢ 3 75 fevqoh AR FAw & Fiwal & Forewrd F SR H, TF
&1 a1 ST Irsgafar SieTes € o Pher & AT v gRAARY i arvor i 3R
AT &Y o 3R 50 ﬁa’fﬁaﬂéaﬁﬁrmaﬁgﬂ ar v e
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. “My encouragement to these three countries, particularly is, if you
live now in Beijing, or in Delhi, or you are the President of Brazil, you

might want to take a look into this, because this might hit you very hard,”
Mr. Rutte told reporters.
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e Mr. Rutte, who met with Mr. Trump on Monday, added: “So please make the phone call
to Vladimir Putin and tell him that he has to get serious about peace talks, because
otherwise this will slam back on Brazil, on India and on China in a massive way.”

WIATR FY T { FHATHIA el aTel T o SiIST: “HUAT SATIGHR GfereT I Bt Y 3R 3¢
AT o 3o enifar arat sl 7T & AT {191, a1 SHeRT HIY TS Frofier, 3R 3 =T
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¢ Republican U.S. Senator Thom Tillis praised Mr. Trump for announcing the steps, but
said the 50-day delay “worries” him.
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e “So we should look at the current state of Ukraine today and say, no matter what you do
over the next 50 days, any of your gains are off the table,” he added.

3egiet ET, “GH Fohet Y TAATE AT T WA §T gl AR fh 3Ter 50 foit # 7 3
sft Y, 319 TR 8T SITeT oY AT a7gt &Y Srwefy)”

e Mr. Rutte said Europe would find the money to ensure Ukraine was in the best
possible position in peace talks.
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e He said that under the agreement with Mr. Trump, the U.S. would now “massively”
supply Ukraine with weapons “not just air defense, also missiles, also ammunition
paid for by the Europeans.”
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Asked if long-range missiles for Ukraine were under discussion, Rutte said: “It is both
defensive and offensive. So there’s all kinds of weapons, but we have not discussed in detail
yesterday with the President. This is really being worked through now by the Pentagon, by the
Supreme Allied Commander in Europe, together with the Ukrainians.”

ST ¢ { IOT 1T o6 T heT & T et gt iy g ) Tl 81 W@ Y, A 3wl e “aw
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