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Kota Srinivasa Rao, veteran
Telugu actor, passes away

Multifaceted actor worked in more than 750 films; his dialogue delivery in Telangana slang earned

him several fans; he leaves behind an indelible mark as a comedian, villain and character artiste

R. Ravikanth Reddy
HYDERABAD

eteran Telugu ac-
‘/ tor Kota Srinivasa
Rao, who gave a

new style to villainous and
comedic roles, passed
away in the early hours of
Sunday at his residence in
Hyderabad. He was 83.

A former BJP MLA from
Vijayawada, the senior ac-
tor, popularly known as
Kota, had been unwell due
to age-related issues for the
past few months.

With a career spanning
over four decades, Kota
acted in more than 750
films and left his indelible
mark in comedic, villai-
nous, and character artist
roles.

His unique dialogue de-
livery in Telangana slang
made him a household
name.

Born in Kankipadu vil-
lage, a suburb of Vijayawa-
da, on July 10, 1942, Kota
Srinivasa Rao initially pur-
sued a course in Bachelor
of Science to fulfil his fath-
er’s desire to see his son
follow in his footsteps and
become a doctor like him.
But the pull of acting
proved irresistible, and he
was drawn to theatre.

From stage to films

The actor began his jour-
ney as a theatre artiste and
later transitioned into
films.

Though born in Vijaya-
wada, Andhra Pradesh, he
used the Telangana dialect
with brilliance to make a
name for himself. He shot

KOTA SRINIVASA RAO: 1942 - 2025

to fame with his portrayal
of a politician in the award-
winning film Prathighata-
na, in which he played a
villainous comedian role
with unparalleled convic-
tion and finesse.

With his comedy in Aha
Naa Pellanta, he reached
new peaks and none can
forget his memorable dia-
logues from Ram Gopal
Verma’s Gaayam that are
the favourites of meme
creators even now.

Inspired by his friend
and co-actor Babu Mohan,
he took the plunge into
politics and won from the
Vijayawada constituency
in the combined Andhra
Pradesh on BJP ticket and
served as an MLA from
1999 to 2004. Later, he
concentrated on films, rea-
lising that politics was not
his cup of tea.

Personal tragedy

The actor married Rukmi-
ni and the couple had
three children, two
daughters and a son. Their

son, Kota Venkata Anja-
neya Prasad, who also act-
ed in J.D. Chakravarthy’s
film Siddham and along-
side his father in Gaayam
2, died in a road accident
in Hyderabad in 2010.

An outspoken man, Ko-
ta was deeply distressed
when his son passed away
and he was a shattered
man since then. For the
last few years, he hardly
did any film assignments,
confining himself to home
due to age-related issues.

“He would at times
share his emotional bur-
dens. But once the camera
rolled, he transformed,”
recalls senior director Devi
Prasad.

Kota was given the Pad-
ma Shri by the Govern-
ment of India in 2015, and
he also received numerous
awards from State govern-
ments and film associa-
tions.

His contribution to Telu-
gu cinema is immeasura-
ble and he will have his
own page in the Telugu

film industry for infusing
freshness into comedy and
character roles during his
period.

Condolences pour in
Many prominent celebri-
ties and politicians across
the Telugu States of And-
hra Pradesh and Telangana
expressed deep shock and
shared their condolences
on his passing

Actors Chiranjeevi, Jr
NTR, Ravi Teja, Mahesh Ba-
bu and filmmakers S.S. Ra-
jamouli, Ram Gopal Varma
expressed grief and sho-
wered praises on the late
actor.

In Telangana, Chief Mi-
nister A. Revanth Reddy,
Cinematography Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Red-
dy, Transport Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar, BRS
chief and former Chief Mi-
nister K. Chandrashekar
Rao and BJP State presi-
dent Ramachander Rao
condoled Kota’s death,
stating the film industry
lost an actor par
excellence.

In Andhra Pradesh,
Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu, Deputy CM K.
Pawan Kalyan, YSR Con-
gress Party president and
former CM Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy, Cinematogra-
phy Minister Kandula Dur-
gesh, and actor and
Hindupur MLA Nandamuri
Balakrishna highlighted
the actor's contributions to
the field of Telugu cinema
and stated that his demise
was an irreparable loss.

(With inputs from P. Su-
Jjatha Varma)

Demise of Veteran
Telugu Actor Kota
Srinivasa Rao
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e Veteran Telugu actor Kota
Srinivasa Rao, who gave a new
style to villainous and comedic
roles, passed away in the early
hours of Sunday at his
residence in Hyderabad.
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e He was 83.
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o Aformer BJP MLA from
Vijayawada, the senior actor,
popularly known as Kota, had
been unwell due to age-related
issues for the past few months.
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Film Career and Legacy

frett SRR ik faRmaa

e With a career spanning

over four decades, Kota acted in more than 750 films and left his indelible mark in

comedic, villainous, and character artist roles.
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His unique dialogue delivery in Telangana slang made him a household name.
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Born in Kankipadu village, a suburb of Vijayawada, on July 10, 1942, Kota initially
pursued Bachelor of Science to fulfill his father’s desire for him to become a doctor.

10 QTS 1942 B! fAaaTST & ITTR
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But the pull of acting proved irresistible, and he was drawn to theatre.
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From Stage to Films
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 The actor began his journey as a theatre artiste and later transitioned into fi_Ims.
AT 7 3T HRAR B YFTT ATed FATPR & U J ST 3R a1e H fpent & 3my|

¢ Though born in Andhra Pradesh, he used the Telangana dialect with brilliance to
make a name for himself.

gIefifcs I Y UGN H & 9, i 4t I=IA AT it b1 Sp¥ TN R 370!
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e He shot to fame with his portrayal of a politician in the award-winning film
Prathighatana, where he played a villainous comedian role with finesse.

IeH fther uferaer & ue Ieifay &1 YT iy w2 ufife o, o 3= we
AP Y FATPR HI fhgR Jgasi- diiep I fFumr|

o His comedy in Aha Naa Pellanta reached new heights and his dialogues in Ram
Gopal Verma’s Gaayam are still favourites of meme creators.
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Entry into Politics
RUSETIG R R G

o Inspired by his friend and co-actor Babu Mohan, he entered politics and won from
Vijayawada on BJP ticket, serving as MLA from 1999 to 2004.

30 i 3R TB-FHATHR q1g Wi+ ¥ URA IR S5 Ao | Uawr fobar iR
YToTqT fewe WR faerarsT § g1a siiads 1999 | 2004 T fauma® 35|
o Later, he returned to films, realising that politics was not his cup of tea.
$ﬁﬁﬁwm%wﬁﬁﬁmmqﬁ%aﬁ?a€ﬁwﬁﬁwﬁﬁ
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Personal Life and Tragedy

feRTTd Sita 3R JEd)

e The actor married Rukmini and the couple had three children — two daughters and
a son.

T = Sfroft T f3are o ik 370 i 9= 3 — < sfedt SRt STl

e Their son, Kota Venkata Anjaneya Prasad, who also acted in Siddham and
Gaayam 2, died in a road accident in 2010.

D] Il PleT dbe SieT-a yuTg, forei- Riga SR Tmaw 2 & i fasar o1, &1
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o Kota was deeply distressed and a shattered man since his son’s passing.
3¢ B g & §IG Picl TN g W I T 3R RIS &9 I g gob 3|

e Inthe last few years, he rarely did any film assignments due to age-related
issues, confining himself to home.

U3d $o auf I I U daeh gawnsii & HRU frel § HTH BT T §¢
o faur U7 iR 98 W a § W g U Y

o “He would at times share his emotional burdens. But once the camera rolled, he
transformed,” recalls senior director Devi Prasad.
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Awards and Recognition
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Kota was awarded the Padma Shri in 2015 by the Government of India.
DICT I HIRA XD gRT 2015 F g8t I w1 fobam |

He also received numerous awards from State governments and film

associations.
B% Y

WHRI MR fred Trat ¥ +ft w3 gwr= urd gul

His contribution to Telugu cinema is immeasurable, and he has a distinct place in
the industry for bringing freshness to comedy and character roles.

AT AT T I MM ga-iy 3 3R 2 g 3R aia yfireraif o Fdi=ar
AR U fafRy w= g1ia foar

Condolences and Tributes
ygiotferar iR

Many celebrities and politicians from Andhra Pradesh and Telangana expressed
shock and condolences.

3ATY TSR 3R AT & HS UG PATPRI MR AdT3iT 3 TG Wi 3R HagAT

ad B |

Actors Chiranjeevi, Jr NTR, Ravi Teja, Mahesh Babu, and fimmakers S.S.
Rajamouli, Ram Gopal Varma praised him.

3T fesid, iR TAEteIR, I e, 7e™T 91q 3R fhed Mo 1. T
JToTYeR, I Tt 3 9 S <l

Telangana CM A. Revanth Reddy, Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy, Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar, BRS chief K. Chandrashekar Rao, and BJP president
Ramachander Rao said the industry lost an actor par excellence.

AT o YRIWAT T, Yad vgl, Tt prafes! ddpe ¥81, Wit U gyt SieRed

T &. TR
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In Andhra Pradesh, CM N. Chandrababu Naidu, Deputy CM K. Pawan Kalyan,
YSRCP chief Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy, Minister Kandula Durgesh, and actor-
MLA Nandamuri Balakrishna called his death an irreparable loss.
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democrat ex—Pre&dent Buhari dead

ence France-Présse
ABUJA

Former Nigerian president
Muhammadu Buhari -
who led his country first as
a junta strongman and la-
ter as an elected democrat
— died Sunday at the age of
82, his aide and the presi-
dency said.

Current President Bola
Tinubu said in a statement
that his predecessor died
in London at about 4:30
p.m. (2100 IST) “following
a prolonged illness”. He
did not disclose the nature
of the illness.

Mr. Buhari governed Ni-
geria with a strong hand as
a military ruler in the
1980s before reinventing

Muhammadu Buhari

himself as a “converted de-
mocrat”, serving two
terms from 2015 to 2023.
Mr. Tinubu said he had
spoken with Mr. Buhari’s
widow and ordered Vice-
President Kashim Shettima
to go to England to accom-
pany Mr. Buhari’s body

back to Nigeria.

He also ordered flags to
fly at half-staff in honour of
Mr. Buhari, whose tenure
was dogged by health
rumours.

His frequent visits for
medical treatment during
his presidency attracted
criticism about the govern-
ment’s transparency over
his illness and worries
about leadership during
some of his longer
absences.

Critics also said the vi-
sits highlighted the coun-
try’s weak health system.

The rake-thin 82-year-
old Muslim from Nigeria’s
far north made history as
the first opposition candi-
date to defeat an incum-

Website : patrioticias.in

bent leader at the ballot
box in 2015.

His election victory in a
country where re-election
for the incumbent had
been taken for granted was
seen as a rare opportunity
for Nigeria to change
course.

But his time at the helm
failed to halt the country’s
long-standing issues of
graft and insecurity, while
the oil giant was further
dogged by economic woes.

Despite concerns about
his fragile health, his eco-
nomic policies, the extent
of his claims about better
security, as well as the tar-
gets of his campaign
against graft, he secured a
second term in 2019.

7d ¥iew T g W‘ﬂ?:ﬁ'ﬁ Tt g et iR IR A THEE
SR &ife Sam|

Former Nigerian
President
Muhammadu
Buhari Dies at 82

qd Argsitiarg
gufd gerig
&1 82 qY ﬁarrgfr
IEHE|
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Former Nigerian president Muhammadu Buhari — who led his country first as a
junta strongman and later as an elected democrat — died Sunday at the age of
82, his aide and the presidency said.

7d EeiRarE Iyuf gerg geRt — Rl Ued T 879 aFIRIE % wU F SR aIg
T o fatfa aieaia® a1 & U H U ¢ &1 Agd (6l — BT IR o 82 a9
1 g H e 1 T, 3 Fgre 3R AUl raferd = S|

Current President Bola Tinubu said in a statement that his predecessor died in
London at about 4:30 p.m. (2100 IST) “following a prolonged illness”. He did not
disclose the nature of the illness.

JaaM Iyuf ST feIg A T 97U | $gl fob 37 Yddal ol (e e J AT
T 4:30 T (2100 IST) TP Aal TART & d1G §3MT| 351 SHRT DI UPpfd BT G
o1 |

Mr. Buhari governed Nigeria with a strong hand as a military ruler in the 1980s
before reinventing himself as a “converted democrat”, serving two terms from
2015 to 2023.

ot ERT 7 1980 F TP T TH A=Y TP & FU A ATSoNRAl R I (HE101 & 1Y
A a1 SR a1e # T “ufafdd aieaie” & U & Gg &I TTURUTT dd §U
2015 ¥ 2023 T &l PRIBTA I U]

Mr. Tinubu said he had spoken with Mr. Buhari’s widow and ordered Vice-President
Kashim Shettima to go to England to accompany Mr. Buhari’'s body back to
Nigeria.

ot o397 F51 b S5 ot TR 1 Uil ¥ 910 B © SR SU-PUf SR AfgAT I
3exr fean B i 3 §7ds So? 4t §eR) & Wd P Argeiivar 9y and |

He also ordered flags to fly at half-staff in honour of Mr. Buhari, whose tenure was
dogged by health rumours.

I A gERI b JHM H ST BT STYT FHT 1 A1 i &, fSrep1 drieprer
WA et 3rwargl 9§ wHifdd @1

His frequent visits for medical treatment during his presidency attracted criticism
about the government’s transparency over his illness and worries about
leadership during some of his longer absences.

REcd & R faferer STAR & U 37! IR-TR IS A IWHR
Gl Pl AP URGRIAT W STaAT 3R 30! ddt U & SR Aqed &t
a3 fiamsit o 5 e |
Critics also said the visits highlighted the country’s weak health system.
WW%ﬁmwﬁ?Ew&ﬁ%%ﬂaﬁWWwﬁaﬁw

I

The rake-thin 82-year-old Muslim from Nigeria’s far north made history as the first
opposition candidate to defeat an incumbent leader at the ballot box in 2015.

TISITRAT & g¥ SR F 3 I gad-udd 82 qUrg YA a1 = 2015 & gAMEI &
Td GAEE Hdl I IR Siae Xad gt ugd faueft sufigar o711

His election victory in a country where re-election for the incumbent had been
taken for granted was seen as a rare opportunity for Nigeria to change course.
% A faor &1 U T o1 H Sigt WRee AT &1 Y:fHafae omy arq off,
AT & e gy ufiad= &1 Teh o /@R 9= 1|

But his time at the helm failed to halt the country’s long-standing issues of graft
and insecurity, while the oil giant was further dogged by economic woes.

Qe 3% Ad@ H S BT UBTEAR 3R SRIRET Bt R JHTTY T8} b1, STafh I8
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o Despite concerns about his fragile health, his economic policies, the extent of his
claims about better security, as well as the targets of his campaign against graft,

he secured a second term in 2019.

Id FHSR WA, e Hifoal, dgar JRem & gral ik UPEaR & faare
AR & T&al B Ao Riarsh & S1asg 32 2019 B ORI HRIGTA U fosar|

Vantika crushes Lagno; |ndjan Grandmasters Vantika Agrawal and
Divya downs Injac Divya Deshmukh in FIDE Women’s Chess
(il Cup

Pttt YR ASHARER dfddT srard 3 fear

BATUMIL

Indian Grandmasters Van-
tika Agrawal and Divya
Deshmukh staked their
claims for the pre-quarter-
finals after winning the
first game of the third
round against Kateryna
Lagno of Russia and Teod-
ora Injac of Serbia respec-
tively in the FIDE World
Women's Chess Cup here
on Saturday.

With  the $691,250
knockout event down to
last 32 participants, Vanti-
ka crushed higher ranked
Lagno, giving another indi-
cation of her fast growing
stature among the Indian
women.

Vantika was in her ele-
ments though, as she went
for complications at the
first opportunity and it was
clear that Lagno was no
match for the Indian in the
tactics that emerged.

Divya was the favourite
and she lived up to the ex-
pectations by beating Injac
with black pieces. She is
now a firm favourite
among the five Indians re-

Vantika FIDE

maining in the fray.

Meanwhile, the highest-
rated Indian Koneru Hum-
py settled for a draw with
Kulon Klaudia of Poland in
what was a bit of a letdown
with white pieces. D. Hari-
ka also could not win and
signed peace with Tsolaki-
dou Stavroula while anoth-
er fancied Indian R. Vaish-
ali played out a draw with
Carissa Yip of United
States.

However, the day be-
longed to Vantika as she
stole the limelight against
one of the fancied Russians
in the event. The Russian
players here play under
the FIDE flag. An errone-
ous 20th move by Lagno
gave Vantika an extra piece
and she never looked back.

SXE WIDE Afgdl ravsl U d

e Indian Grandmasters Vantika Agrawal and Divya
Deshmukh staked their claims for the pre-quarter-finals after
winning the first game of the third round against Kateryna Lagno of
Russia and Teodora Injac of Serbia respectively in the FIDE World
Women’s Chess Cup here on Saturday.

HYRTT VeHRex dfaeT sprara 3R faa IwrRe 3 wfaR & ugt
FIDE fag Af3ar IRk U & dR I&S & Ugd gohiad § hy:
T B BIRAT AN 3R Ffehar & fesieRT s9%e 3! g M-
PICY BISd | 3T GAeR! T Hl |

« With the $691,250 knockout event down to last 32
participants, Vantika crushed higher ranked Lagno, giving another
indication of her fast growing stature among the Indian women.

$691,250 1 SATH! MY a1t 9 B3 gAMHC | 3fd AT 32
gfauni 59 ¢, SR dfdeT A 3= X aTcl ANl Bl g YR
wfgersfl o Ut it & gt UfasT o1 b Yobd fear|

e Vantika was in her elements though, as she went for
complications at the first opportunity and it was clear that Lagno was

no match for the Indian in the tactics that emerged.

dfam R I A ff, 3T uga € M R wfed ardl =it 3R Wy 8 T fb e
oA H YR et &t sed 781 B g |

Divya was the favourite and she lived up to the expectations by beating Injac with
black pieces. She is now a firm favourite among the five Indians remaining in the

fray.

fac tave A o <! off 3R IBIH BT Mg U IToNdD B IR IHIG! IR T
Iadl| 3 98 gopraa H s Uig YR # Ja9 yad SaeR A o1 36! 8

Meanwhile, the highest-rated Indian Koneru Humpy settled for a draw with Kulon
Klaudia of Poland in what was a bit of a let down with white pieces.

39 S, GER I ST arelt URAH REars! s gafl A uids & g

FATS ST T Wihg Wi I Wad U g foa, S AieT FART=Iee 3@

D. Harika also could not win and signed peace with Tsolakidou Stavroula, while
another fancied Indian R. Vaishali played out a draw with Carissa Yip of United

States.
3‘?%1%%%3@3%@@?@ r Ta=dT ¥ g1 9T, &
T 3R RfT URedtg feare omR. dwordt 3 srifyewT &5t R 3 g1 9

However, the day belonged to Vantika as she stole the limelight against one of the
fancied Russians in the event.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page6


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

6
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

gTeritep, & dfarepT o T 81 Hifes ITIM 39 gHtHe &1 yqE w41 fRarst & g
gRIar ser|

e The Russian players here play under the FIDE flag. An erroneous 20th move by
Lagno gave Vantika an extra piece and she never looked back.

Tgl T RISt FIDE & 3iS & dgd W 6! o | Al ot 204} =1t ® g3 erdt 9
dfaeT o ue srfafvad e firan iR 59 a1e 351 A9 R Q1 Fd=0 §919 2|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi's Appeal for Barak Valley
Connectivity

ﬁm%ﬁﬁmﬁﬁw&m

2. Ban on Homage for 1931 Martyrs in Jammu and
Kashmir

S 3R HIUR A 1931 & NEIG! Bl YGII o1 W
BIGED]
3. Godavari Floods Impact in Eluru District

Cong. MP flags  ¥g¥ Foret # Tiiera a1g 1 yema |
Barak Valley's 4. ‘Foot Worship’ Ceremony Controversy in
Kerala Schools

landlocked .43 g5 THRIE BY Ao I et @ Rarg
status to PM 5. Call for Bharat Ratna to Percussionists by
38 Paperl: Seodraely ...l MLAL. Baby

oy pupead TH.U. 31 gRT araared! &) YR Id &9 B 9T

Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi 6. Thirukkural as a National Book and Delhi
. has sought improved, dis- - Institution Proposal

ruption-free connectivity . . .

for the Barak Valley in  TUSFPRE bl PIT T 3R feeedt & w1 &1
southern Assam, consi-

dered the birthplace of the SYTYAT hT Udld

BJP in the Northeast. He

underlined the communi-

cation issues in a letter to

the Prime Minister on July

10, drawing attention to .

what he described as the  Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi's Appeal for Barak

“landlocked” status, citing

collapsed bridges, broken Va"ey COhneCtiVity

roads, and recurring land- m W Tﬁw TnTng aﬂ' dTh a-r(ﬁ aﬁw

slides that disrupt railway %

connectivity. m ,m
Calling for a time-bound

intervention, he urged the

Centre to develop land-

slide-proof railway tracks
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Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi has sought improved, disruption-free connectivity for
the Barak Valley in southern Assam, considered the birthplace of the BJP in the
Northeast.

S TG TRa TS 7 39 & giaof T & fRd av1e a1ét & forg 9gaR 8k
o1 ST aTelt wAfdefad o) A @ 8, Y gaiaR & Siordt &1 Sy 91 S 8|

He underlined the communication issues in a letter to the Prime Minister on July
10, drawing attention to what he described as the “landlocked” status, citing
collapsed bridges, broken roads, and recurring landslides that disrupt railway
connectivity.

IBi 10 JaATS DI HUTTHAT B forkd T U & WA GHTISH &1 ¥@ifehd b, 3R
39 &7 B! "RIA-3ATJH (landlocked)" I, o 357 iR g€ Ual, g WS, 3R
IR-TR 3 T YIS BT gaTa [T S ¥ WU ! F1fdd HRd gl

Calling for a time-bound intervention, he urged the Centre to develop landslide-
proof railway tracks and arterial highways, an alternative rail corridor, and
climate-resilient bypasses to maintain year-round access to the region.

IBi U THAdS e¥aad &1 A &d §U H% WBHR I YRaa-1-Ad Yad ¢,
W ISTHTT, U6 Ao ¥ A, 3R JTaarg-afew] aI5uTe f[AdhRid &R &1
3R oo a1 3 & T WIAHR Ugd o+ 8|
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J&K govt., leaders of parties prevented from
paying homage to ‘martyrs’ shot dead in 1931

«Rulere and Ui

Peerzaua resnig-¥-=-==--==" i

SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant-Governor ~ Manoj
Sinha, who is in charge of
law and order, on Sunday
barred the elected govern-
ment and the regional par-
ties from paying homage to
the 22 civilians shot dead
during an uprising against
the Dogra ruler in 1931. Mr.
Sinha chose the occasion
to distribute jobs among
the militancy-affected fa-
milies in north Kashmir’s

Baramulla.

Dramatic images sur-
faced of Ministers and le-
gislators of the ruling Na-
tional Conference party
being “detained” in their
residences, with the gates
locked up from the out-
side. Deputy Chief Minister

Surinder

nior Minister Sakina Itoo
and Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah’s adviser Nasir
Aslam Wani were among
those “locked up”. So were

Chaudhary, se-

Peoples Democratic Par- said.

ty’s Mehbooba Mufti, J&K
Apni Party’s Altaf Bukhari

and J&K

rence’s Sajad Lone.
Mr. Abdullah, who ar-
rived on Sunday afternoon

Peoples Confe-

from New Delhi, was also
put under house arrest in
Srinagar. “To borrow from
the late Arun Jaitley Sb -
Democracy in J&K is a ty-
ranny of the unelected. To
put it in terms you will all
understand today, the un-
elected nominees of New
Delhi locked up the elected
representatives of the peo-
ple of J&K. The unelected
government locked up the
elected government,” he

In contrast to the barri-
cades and complete seal-
ing off of the graveyard of
the 1931 civilians in the
Nagsband Sahib shrine in
Srinagar’s Khawaja Bazar,

Security arrangements had been strengthened in Srinagar on
Sunday in view of the ‘locking up’ of leaders. THE HINDU

Mr. Sinha was accompa-
nied by the police top brass
in Baramulla in a well-at-
tended function of locals,
who included militancy-af-
fected families.

‘Undemocratic’

In Srinagar, the road out-
side the party headquar-
ters of the NC was sealed.
All the stretches leading to
the graveyard were also
sealed with barricades and
vehicles of the security
forces. July 13 was
scrapped as an official holi-
day, and the practice of
paying official homage was
stopped by the L-G after
the Centre ended J&K’s

special status in 2019.

Posting images of locked
up houses on X, Ms. Itoo
said, “Since last night, I
have been put under house
arrest. My other col-
leagues, Ministers, Advisor
to Honorable Chief Minis-
ter, MLAs and other senior
leaders have also been for-
cibly confined. This bla-
tant, undemocratic action
is meant to prevent us
from visiting the graves of
the martyrs of 13th July,
which hold deep historical
and emotional significance
for us. We may be stopped
from laying flowers at their
graves today, but no force
can stop us from keeping
their memory alive in our
hearts & honouring their
sacrifices.”

A group of NC leaders
attempting to cross the
barricade was detained in
the Lal Chowk area. “Our
leaders were detained at
the party headquarters,
Nawai Subha. We were
stopped from heading to-
wards the shrine. The pol-
ice misbehaved with us.
We are nationalist forces
who have been paying tri-
butes at the graveyard for
decades now,” MLA Kha-
nyar Salman Sagar said.

Mr. Abdullah described
the L-G administration’s
move as “a blatantly unde-
mocratic”. The Chief Mi-
nister said the July 13 mas-
sacre was “our Jallianwala
Bagh”. “The people who
laid down their lives did so
against the British. Kash-
mir was being ruled under
the British Paramountcy.
What a shame that true he-
roes who fought against
British rule in all its forms
are today projected as vil-
lains only because they
were Muslims. We may be
denied the opportunity to
visit their graves today, but
we will not forget their sa-
crifices,” he said.

Ms. Mufti said, “The day
you accept our heroes as
your own just as Kashmiris
have embraced yours,
from Mahatma Gandhi to
Bhagat Singh, that day, as
Prime Minister Modi once
said, the “dil ki doori” (dis-
tance of hearts) will truly
end. When you lay siege to
the Martyrs’ Graveyard,
lock people in their homes
to prevent them from visit-
ing Mazar-e-Shuhada, it
speaks volumes,” she said,
as most of her party’s top
leadership were placed un-
der house arrest.

Ban on Homage for 1931 Martyrs in Jammu and Kashmir

Y 3R HIUR A 1931 & LIG! B FGioIrer ¢+ UR ufday

Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant-Governor Manoj Sinha, who is in charge of law
and order, on Sunday barred the elected government and the regional parties from
paying homage to the 22 civilians shot dead during an uprising against the Dogra

ruler in 1931.

S 3R HIHR P SURTSUUTA HATST f8T, ST P MR sqawyT & YR §, 3

AAaR P T 58

GRM AR 7Y 22 ARTR®T $I g&ioicr o 9 Aab |
Mr. Sinha chose the occasion to distribute jobs among the militancy-affected
families in north Kashmir's Baramulla.
ot R8T 7 3 3R ! IR HRAR & IRTYAT H SATddharg wUIfad URaRI & dia
Mt faafea w7 & forg g=m
Dramatic images surfaced of Ministers and legislators of the ruling National

Conference party being “detained” in their residences, with the gates locked up

from the outside.

WHR 3R &= rfiéal &I 1931 H SRRT ATHS F fGaTw g &

AT B9 UKl & AT 3R RAYTID] B 395 Ay H "TeRag” fbu o1 &t
AP dWIN A 3ME, P geam™ 918 A 9 B feu MU Y|
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e Deputy Chief Minister Surinder Chaudhary, senior Minister Sakina Itoo, and
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah’s adviser Nasir Aslam Wani were among those
“locked up”.

SUgERE! gitew Aedt, afvy @it a@i 59 ok Tl SwR g &
TATGPR ARR SRIAH a1t 37 Al § 2nfera 3 forg »reRde fosan mm|

e So were Peoples Democratic Party’s Mehbooba Mufti, J&K Apni Party’s Altaf

Bukhari, and J&K Peoples Conference’s Sajad Lone.

1Y gt figed Suihfed urdf &t uggar qwit, 9 Sra-it urdl & sreare @i, ok
S MY Hihd & Twllg o Ui TeReg [ )

e Mr. Abdullah, who arrived on Sunday afternoon from New Delhi, was also put
under house arrest in Srinagar.

oft aregea, S AAAR GueR o1 73 feweh I e, 37 +ff iR A Forde &= faan

™l

e “To borrow from the late Arun Jaitley Sb — Democracy in J&K is a tyranny of the
unelected.
"I SFUT el ATed I IYR ABR Hg — TH-HIHR A Adad IR-FA 7T dN
T AUNR 2

e To putitinterms you will all understand today, the unelected nominees of New
Delhi locked up the elected representatives of the people of J&K.
3{TST &Y HTST & Fg o, A5 faeett gRT fged IR-g7 e ufafAftry 3 sk &
T §U SAUTAFRR ) ToReg & 3Tl

e The unelected government locked up the elected government,” he said.
I5i Pel, "TR-F §5 PR 7 T g5 PR & d¢ H fean|”

e In contrast to the barricades and complete sealing off of the graveyard of the
1931 civilians in the Nagsband Sahib shrine in Srinagar’s Khawaja Bazar,
4 fqudla, TR & EATeT aeIR R TaR16g Aifgd G718 § 1931 & WEial &
P & INbgT amHR T @R die H fear T,

e Mr. Sinha was accompanied by the police top brass in Baramulla in a well-
attended function of locals, who included militancy-affected families.
I8! TR & &t R % Y gierd & W e ot 3, oei 321 te Wesuts
a1 HTdHH o YT forn o d Sirdwarg o wuifad giar of =i 3|

‘Undemocratic’

TR-A B’

e In Srinagar, the road outside the party headquarters of the NC was sealed.
SR T AR S (NC) & UTET TR & aTeR & G8d B Uid Hx foar |
o All the stretches leading to the graveyard were also sealed with barricades and
vehicles of the security forces.
%ﬁmﬂaﬁ 3R S AT it It ot off IRP T 3R Frem Tt F argAl @ WA R
™l

o July 13 was scrapped as an official holiday, and the practice of paying official
homage was stopped by the L-G after the Centre ended J&K’s special status in
2019.

13 JAT3 &I IRBRI GBI & =0 & gel far mar, 3R 2019 T g gRT 7H-
FHIUR 1 AT goif THTE fHT STH & 91 SURTSUUTE 3 TRBRY HFioifer 3 B
YT §G B 4|

o Posting images of locked up houses on X, Ms. Itoo said, “Since last night, | have
been put under house arrest.

TH (X) TR Ms. Itoo 7 & TR Bt dXIR URE & §U Hel, “Hd Id U o ToREG B
fear mar g1

Pagelo
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My other colleagues, Ministers, Advisor to Honorable Chief Minister, MLAs and other
senior leaders have also been forcibly confined.

R 37w, w#i, A g & SRR, fAue ok o aRy Aarstt &
t SR+ &g forar T B

This blatant, undemocratic action is meant to prevent us from visiting the graves
of the martyrs of 13th July, which hold deep historical and emotional
significance for us.

I8 WY 3R ADdi® HeH e 13 JdTs & Wlal &1 del R SH J A & e
3T T 5, St gAR for g1 Rt ok HIaTeT® W 3@d 6|

We may be stopped from laying flowers at their graves today, but no force can stop
us from keeping their memory alive in our hearts & honouring their sacrifices.”

Y 3111 ID! Fsil R el &M I AhT o Thdl 7, Al BIs dlhd 84 I WARUT
DI Sfad T 3R I afrgE S T 3 T 781 A Thai |”

A group of NC leaders attempting to cross the barricade was detained in the Lal
Chowk area.

géﬁmwmﬁ%mmmﬁﬁmmﬁ NC AT & Teh THg &I fevrad

el

“Our leaders were detained at the party headquarters, Nawai Subha. We were

stopped from heading towards the shrine.

éﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@@%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂl B GUIE &1 3R o
T

The police misbehaved with us. We are nationalist forces who have been paying

tributes at the graveyard for decades now,” MLA Khanyar Salman Sagar said.

g A §UR ATY gias (11 8 APATS dTehd ¢ off RIS § Bisd |

YISl <d 3% §,” FAUTa® WHUR IaHH AFR A 331

Mr. Abdullah described the L-G administration’s move as “a blatantly

undemocratic”.

%m%mm%wmﬁ"@wwﬁaﬁﬁm " PRI
I

The Chief Minister said the July 13 massacre was “our Jallianwala Bagh”.

At A %81 6 13 JATS $T s@B1S “SHRI SAfraidrar IRr ol

“The people who laid down their lives did so against the British. Kashmir was

being ruled under the British Paramountcy.

o AT = 3= uror |, IiA fafewr wmae & Raemws v fan ) ek fafew
Taldr & = Ryd 8 W8T Ut

What a shame that true heroes who fought against British rule in all its forms are
today projected as villains only because they were Muslims.

fora1 ST © 6 A= A, forgi fafes e & )R U & A dsi ),
I6 TS Rt ST WeTa® Sl S 381 § Hifs d FHerdT 3|

We may be denied the opportunity to visit their graves today, but we will not forget
their sacrifices,” he said.

B 31T 3TH! el R oI PI HIdT Aol (Hdl T, Al §H 3% qfIgI B =gt
Yadl,” I Hall

Ms. Mufti said, “The day you accept our heroes as your own just as Kashmiris
have embraced yours, from Mahatma Gandhi to Bhagat Singh,

Ms. Mufti 3 8T, “f59 faT 3T AR ATGT Bl 3T ST WHR B AT ol
ST 7 7gTHT Mieht ¥ AH W Rig I IS TP BT TR ©,

that day, as Prime Minister Modi once said, the “dil ki doori” (distance of hearts)
will truly end.

39 fed, S fos wemreEt |t A T IR T o, “faa &Y gl 99 § @ g S|
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When you lay siege to the Martyrs’ Graveyard, lock people in their homes to
prevent them from visiting Mazar-e-Shuhada, it speaks volumes,” she said,

SIE 3T XMEIGT P BISAT B! URTEd! B &, T bl 3T U= A §¢ Hd o dlip 9
ASIR-T-Y[EET TR 7 3 ¥, o1 I8 307 310 § 9gd $© Heal 8,” ITH Pal,

as most of her party’s top leadership were placed under house arrest.

i I urf & 3ifdemier =i Adr

AoRE¢ HX QT T |

Godavari floods aftect thousands in
Eluru district, relief Camps set up

Rajulapudi Srlmvas
KUKUNOOR

More than 3,000 people
were affected by the Goda-
vari floods, with many
shifted to relief camps in
Eluru district. Food and
medical aid were set up at
the camps for the flood-hit
residents.

Officials moved flood
victims from Repakagom-
mu and other villages to re-
lief centres arranged at Ta-
duvai and Mulagampalli on
Sunday. Residents of Teku-
ru, Perantallapalli, Kacha-
ram, Chittamreddipalem,
Yadavalli, Koida, Kakisanu-
ru, Tallagondi, Katukuru
and other habitations were
hit by the flood, according
to officials.

The flood level at Bha-
drachalam stood at 30.60

Precautionary steps: Villagers from Kukunoor mandal in Eluru
district being shifted to safer places on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

feet at 6 p.m., while Irriga-
tion authorities released
around 7 lakh cusecs from
the Polavaram project. The
water level was falling, said
flood duty officials.
District Collector K. Ve-
triselvi instructed Janga-
reddygudem RDO M.V. Ra-

mana, DRDA Project
Director R. Vijaya Raju and
other officials to ensure
food, water, medical ser-
vices, electricity and other
essentials at the relief
camps. “About 250 fami-
lies from Repakagommu
and 170 families from Gom-

Godavari Floods Impact in Eluru District

e fora ¥ Meras a1¢ &1 gH|

More than 3,000 people were affected by the Godavari floods, with many shifted to
relief camps in Eluru district.

3,000 ¥ 3 @1 Merast a1 T yuIfad ge, o d @ &3 &1 vgs fora & wga

Ry & wrmiaia fear |

mugudem were shifted to
the camps,” said Mr. Raju.
Kukunoor MRO Ramesh
Kumar and Velerupadu
MRO G. Satyanarayana
oversaw medical care and
distributed medicines at
the camps. Officials ar-
ranged three borewells at
Challavarigudem  camp
and tarpaulins were given
to those whose houses
were damaged in the
floods, Ms. Ramana said.
Though river levels are
dropping, the Collector in-
structed officials to set up
pickets and stop villagers
from crossing overflowing
rivulets. “We have ar-
ranged relief camps at
schools and colleges in Ve-
lerupadu. Boats are sta-
tioned in low-lying habita-
tions as a precaution,” Ms.
Ramana told The Hindu.

Food and medical aid were set up at the camps for the flood-hit residents.

¢ yuTfaa fRarRma & fore Rifas! # @y iR fifdwar Feradr ot gawi &t 75|
Officials moved flood victims from Repakagommu and other villages to relief centres
arranged at Taduvai and Mulagampalli on Sunday.

SifYepTIT < IFAATR Bl TuHIRY
T ST 77T XT8d $al H RIHaRd [l

3R 3= TGt 4 qT¢ UifSdl o argas SR gasiueeit

Residents of Tekuru, Perantallapalli, Kacharam, Chittamreddipalem, Yadavalli,

Koida, Kakisanuru, Tallagondi, Katukuru and other habitations were hit by the

flood, according to officials.
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PIBTLE, cANTSl, FEHe R 37 IRGTT 91 I WU g2 |

The flood level at Bhadrachalam stood at 30.60 feet at 6 p.m., while Irrigation
authorities released around 7 lakh cusecs from the Polavaram project.
T 6 T, WEIHAH T §1¢ &1 WK 30.60 WiE T, Safd Riars siftre il 7 graawd
URATSHT ¥ T 7 I FIAD T SIS

The water level was falling, said flood duty officials.

1 Sg3t SiftraTial = Samn i oa wR R w1

District Collector K. Vetriselvi instructed Jangareddygudem RDO M.V. Ramana,
DRDA Project Director R. Vijaya Raju and other officials to ensure food, water,
medical services, electricity and other essentials at the relief camps.

fore Fadex &. AfAT! - STIRSSH RDO TH.AY. 39U, DRDA

ez omR. faera w9 oiR s sifraTiRal &1 wgd Rifa=y & e, ur, fafewr
Jary, faerelt oiR g sawae dieil & YR & &1 Fow

“About 250 families from Repakagommu and 170 families from Gommugudem
were shifted to the camps,” said Mr. Raju.

off 7S] 7 AT o YUBIAL F THTHT 250 URERT 3R TRYISH I 170 TRART &
TRifaRl & ®yHidiRd fosar |

Kukunoor MRO Ramesh Kumar and Velerupadu MRO G. Satyanarayana
oversaw medical care and distributed medicines at the camps.

PPHIX MRO YA FUR 3R dAHUTg MRO Sff. F-TRT0T - RIfoRT & FRfdeem
S@UTE 3R garafi & fqavur &t FARE &1 |

Officials arranged three borewells at Challavarigudem camp and tarpaulins were
given to those whose houses were damaged in the floods, Ms. Ramana said.

fIFINGY 7 Teamafied RifaR & 9 TiRda o sgaw 3t 3R % =R 91g A
&ffored gu 3= farura faafa fore e, it Tmom = sl

Though river levels are dropping, the Collector instructed officials to set up
pickets and stop villagers from crossing overflowing rivulets.

BTl TSt BT TR IR ¥8T1 8, Padex A RGINA $f fUdsesd T SR Ao i
IHEA YRTSM P IR FA 9 A & 2 Ul

“We have arranged relief camps at schools and colleges in Velerupadu. Boats
are stationed in low-lying habitations as a precaution,” Ms. Ramana told The
Hindu.

“GH dAPUTg H Tpal SR Bierell A Ted FRARRY 1 swawy o1 31 Fraet gere! #1
Sl & 1 wefaard & dR R a9 &1 18 8§, S [on 3 7 B sam|
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The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Raj Bhavan and the
Kerala government ap-
peared to be set for yet
another face-off over the
‘foot worship’ ceremony
that was held in some
schools in the State as part
of Guru Purnima on Thurs-
day.

While Governor Rajen-
dra Vishwanath Arlekar
strongly defended the
practice as part of Indian
culture, General Education
Minister V. Sivankutty, who
directed the Director of Pu-
blic Instruction (DPI) to
seek explanations from the
schools, said the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
was piggybacking on the
Governor to push its re-
gressive practices meant to
promote a slave mentality
among students.

Afile photo of students of a
school in Kasaragod performing
‘pada puja’ of teachers.

Visuals of the ceremony,
held in schools managed
by the Bharatiya Vidya Ni-
ketan in Kasaragod, Kan-
nur, and Alappuzha,
showed students kneeling
and washing the feet of
teachers and offering flow-
ers in a symbolic ritual of
reverence.

In a foot-washing cere-

mony held at Vivekananda
Vidya Peedom in Mavelika-
ra, the students were made
to wash the feet of a Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) lead-
er too. The visuals had
drawn widespread con-
demnation in socio-politi-
cal circles.

‘Part of our culture’
Speaking at a programme
organised by Balagokulam,
an RSS-affiliated organisa-
tion, in the capital on Sun-
day, the Governor criti-
cised those who were
against ‘gurupuja’. “Guru-
puja is an integral part of
Indian culture. Some peo-
ple object to it. I don’t un-
derstand which culture
these people are coming
from. If we cast aside these
practices, it will seriously
affect the very existence of
society,” Mr. Arlekar said.
At a press meet on Sun-

day, Mr. Sivankutty said
such  practices being
pushed by the RSS were
alien to Kerala’s culture.

“It is unfortunate that
someone holding the posi-
tion of a Governor would
make such statements. I
would like to know which
particular text related to
Indian culture celebrates
the practice of students
washing their teachers’
feet”

“We are issuing direc-
tives to all the school auth-
orities that no student stu-
dying in any school in
Kerala should be made to
wash the feet of teachers or
anyone else,” he said.

Mr. Sivankutty said that
though the government
had limitations in taking
action against unaided
school managements, they
still require an NOC from
the government to func-

tion. The government will
decide on the action to be
taken based on the DPI's
report, which is expected
in a week.

‘Feudal culture’
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) State Secretary
M.V. Govindan said that the
RSS is attempting to revive
aritual rooted in the feudal
culture to push its agenda
of implementing Chatur-
varnya (caste system).

“We are not against res-
pecting teachers, but that
should not be an excuse to
revive such feudalistic
practices. Students were
even made to wash the feet
of RSS leaders. It is part of
an RSS agenda to erode
Kerala’s secular and demo-
cratic fabric. The secular
society of Kerala has to un-
itedly oppose this,” he
said.

‘Foot Worship’ Ceremony Controversy in Kerala Schools
W YOI’ THRIE B! AP HId 3@l | [aarq

The Raj Bhavan and the Kerala government appeared to be set for yet another
face-off over the ‘foot worship’ ceremony that was held in some schools in the
State as part of Guru Purnima on Thursday.

I Y 3R HIA PR

Eakicd

AT U Yol FARYE B! AR T 3R ThRTa & o7y R fowrs 2 R 3
While Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar strongly defended the practice as
part of Indian culture, General Education Minister V. Sivankutty, who directed the
Director of Public Instruction (DPI) to seek explanations from the schools, said
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) was piggybacking on the Governor to
push its regressive practices meant to promote a slave mentality among students.

gl IsguTd

SiRGR T8 d= a1, g1 |rarg Rrem w4t 4.
& foru diie Rigror e (DP1) 31 e fean, = et 1o g

TIOTHT & S[aR W I & $S WHal §

oI fAYATY SRABT A ST YU FHT HRAHT TIpfa H1 fex g &1
Rrampet, a7 Wl I sare T
WUYTH Y (RSS)

ISAUTH BT STAATA DR 3T TTIYTT TYT3H B! SE H ST APl 961a1 1 &b

o AR AR @ 7

Visuals of the ceremony, held in schools managed by the Bharatiya Vidya Niketan
in Kasaragod, Kannur, and Alappuzha, showed students kneeling and washing the
feet of teachers and offering flowers in a symbolic ritual of reverence.

FARMNS, 3R
W%%&?\%@ﬁ

3ftfa od few |

&Wt%'igﬂm—cﬁ'qﬁmﬁhﬂ GRT STferd Toall | Sford
e gl & W Uid 3R 45T & Udie & FU | oo

In a foot-washing ceremony held at Vivekananda Vidya Peedom in Mavelikara,
the students were made to wash the feet of a Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader

too. The visuals had drawn widespread condemnation in socio-political circles.

ARfIPR & fAaer e faen fieq & mifsd IR 919 & 99ARIE H B! & e HRAO™
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‘Part of our culture’

TR Apfa BT fg=ar

e Speaking at a programme organised by Balagokulam, an RSS-affiliated
organisation, in the capital on Sunday, the Governor criticised those who were
against ‘gurupuja’.

RMIaR BI AU & FTerepad, S {6 Th RSS-TS WS GRT I HRihH
T didd gU, ISTUTd A 39 AN DI ST BI Sl T YoIT & R o |

e “Gurupuja is an integral part of Indian culture. Some people object to it. | don’t
understand which culture these people are coming from. If we cast aside these
practices, it will seriously affect the very existence of society,” Mr. Arlekar said.

TS Jell TP BT U ATIRAP fERAT 8| $3 AN ST ORIy Xl & | T
T TG AT A ANT foh e WP W 3T & | AG 51 37 TA13Hi Dl WIRS I &, < I8
TS & SHfET@ D1 TR F0 9 guifad BT, ot SRAS A Fell

o At a press meet on Sunday, Mr. Sivankutty said such practices being pushed by the
RSS were alien to Kerala’s culture.

FAIR 1 TN Th Hargardt e H ot Riaagpe! A $al fb RSS gRT YU &1 6
T 3N A B TP Td § WA &

o “ltis unfortunate that someone holding the position of a Governor would make such
statements. | would like to know which particular text related to Indian culture
celebrates the practice of students washing their teachers’ feet.”

“qg GUITIYUT § b IeauTe oY UG R 98 Big Afad U8 §9M ¢ | H ST 918 H 1
gﬂﬁxﬁu YR TP TToaq&a® BFE i RIed! & W 4 317U BT 908 Rt
I”

o “We are issuing directives to all the school authorities that no student studying in
any school in Kerala should be made to wash the feet of teachers or anyone
else,” he said.

70 g1 Tp e TR &l FAdRr oIt a1 36 & b et & et oft vt 1 918 1
f&r&rﬁm%@haﬁ?%ﬁﬁﬁmﬁm IgiA Hal

e Mr. Sivankutty said that though the government had limitations in taking action
against unaided school managements, they still require an NOC from the
government to function. The government will decide on the action to be taken
based on the DPI’s report, which is expected in a week.

ot Rrapgl 7 Fa1 {6 TG0 WHR & U SI8T Tpd YaeH & RIdTh HRars
B4 | AT €, R +ft 3T oW A F ot IRPRI NOC Ft SawgshdT gt ¢
IRPR DPI B NUIE F YR R SRATE 00 BT, STt IAaR 9@ I7iE |

‘Feudal culture’
SR WP i
e Communist Party of India (Marxist) State Secretary M.V. Govindan said that the

RSS is attempting to revive a ritual rooted in the feudal culture to push its agenda
of implementing Chaturvarnya (caste system).

54 g Tt Mided 3 oal fd RSS 30+
agéﬁma@n%q@%ﬁ&nﬁamﬁé?maﬂwmﬁsﬁwmaﬁ
YSIiTad R o1 T R 8T B
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“We are not against respecting teachers, but that should not be an excuse to revive
such feudalistic practices. Students were even made to wash the feet of RSS
leaders. It is part of an RSS agenda to erode Kerala’s secular and democratic
fabric. The secular society of Kerala has to unitedly oppose this,” he said.

9 FRA&BT T T T & R T8 &, Qb1 STBT ST o1 HR T THigRY

YTl DI GASiiad

&1 foan ST afeu | BT & RS Adreif & TR aF O & Aoy

a1 | T8 ** P B YHFRUE 3R AbdifAe T Bl HHGIR B BT U e
21 Bd BT YHRRYe JHTS $) 3T TPy FIav faRIY &A1 8N, I5iH Fall

CPI(M) leader M.A. Baby in conversation with mridangam maestro
Umayalpuram Sivaraman at The Hindu office on Sunday. SHIVARAJ S.

M.A. Baby seeks
Bharat Ratna for
percussion artists

.........................

\GS Paper |: A&C

B. Korappar -+ % -~

CHENNAI

CPI(M) general secretary
M.A. Baby, a connoisseur
of Carnatic music, made a
strong case for awarding
the Bharat Ratna to percus-
sionists in India, stating
that percussion music had
reached “Himalayan
heights” in the country.

“There is not only
Umayalpuram Sivaraman.
There were Kishan Maha-
raj, Alla Rakha, Zakir Hus-
sain, and Samta Prasad.
But the highest honour,
like the Bharat Ratna, has
gone only to Bhimsen
Joshi, Bismillah Khan, M.S.
Subbulakshmi, Ravi Shan-
kar, and Lata Mangeshkar,”
he said during a conversa-
tion with Mr. Sivaraman at
The Hindu office in Chen-
nai on Sunday.

Mr. Baby’s friendship
with Mr. Sivaraman dates
back to several decades.
He added that the Music
Academy and The Hindu
should play a role in advo-
cating for the Bharat Ratna
recognition for percussion
artists.

“This is the most appro-
priate platform to raise the

- questlon why has a per-

cussion artist never been
given the Bharat Ratna? No
one deserves it more than
Umayalpuram Sivaraman.
He is already a Padma Vib-
hushan awardee. The mus-
ic fraternity should raise its
voice for the recognition
that is long overdue. Why
is the government not lis-
tening to such a sane voice
in the field of music and
culture?” he asked.

He recalled an incident
in which tabla maestro
Kishan Maharaj criticised
the Centre for its miserly
attitude toward conferring
awards on musicians. “Un-
less we live for 80 or 85
years, no national honour
will come to us,” Mr. Baby
quoted Kishan Maharaj.

N. Ram, former Editor-
in-Chief of The Hindu, who
introduced the two at the
event, said Mr. Baby first
encountered Mr. Sivara-
man’s music during the
Emergency, when he was
semi-underground  and
courted arrest. “His elder
brother advised him to vi-
sit a temple and listen to
concerts. That is how he
first discovered Mr. Sivara-
man’s music,” he added.

Call for Bharat Ratna to Percussionists by
M.A. Baby

TA.U. S gRT Aradree] I HRd Id & Bl
T

o CPI(M) general secretary M.A. Baby, a connoisseur of
Carnatic music, made a strong case for awarding the Bharat Ratna
to percussionists in India, stating that percussion music had
reached “Himalayan heights” in the country.

Hrdterrd () & HerfId TH.T. 341, S BAifed Hiitd & TR §,
7 HRA # dIedige] Bl WRd ¥ fQU ST 1 SiRGR AT &1, I8 Hed
§U fob arerare wifid 7 < & “fewmert Samgar urd #R o 5

e “There is not only Umayalpuram Sivaraman. There were
Kishan Maharaj, Alla Rakha, Zakir Hussain, and Samta Prasad.
But the highest honour, like the Bharat Ratna, has gone only to
Bhimsen Joshi, Bismillah Khan, M.S. Subbulakshmi, Ravi
Shankar, and Lata Mangeshkar,” he said during a conversation with
Mr. Sivaraman at The Hindu office in Chennai on Sunday.
"ﬁﬂ?m?ﬁmmﬂﬁﬂﬁ% = wERTS, 3rewr v,
AIHR §a, 3R JHaT waTg 1 35 § | i HIRd I oY ware
T Fad Waae sh, i @, oo, gegaed,
TR, aﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂ%”ﬁﬁ?ﬁaﬂaﬁ%ﬂ%@a
g e wrataa & ff R & 9 a1l & SRE &g

e Mr. Baby’s friendship with Mr. Sivaraman dates back to
several decades.
ot At 3R ot R B et BT BE FH T ID |

¢ He added that the Music Academy and The Hindu should
play a role in advocating for the Bharat Ratna recognition for

percussion artists.
I g Wl e i Hiftd sraTeH ok g fig 1 drear sareRy
& fIT YRA ¥ &1 T=ual &t 4T I8 H YiAwT Ay arfgel

e “This is the most appropriate platform to raise the question:
why has a percussion artist never been given the Bharat Ratna?

No one deserves it more than Umayalpuram Sivaraman.

T8 T IUYd W § T8 TaTd I o ot fpft arerare] TR & YRd 7d i
T faam mar? SurTeqRY R § ifie w5 39 A T |1

He is already a Padma Vibhushan awardee. The music fraternity should raise its
voice for the recognition that is long overdue.
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“Why is the government not listening to such a sane voice in the field of music
and culture?” he asked.

o IRGR A R THA & &7 T 3=t Jarsht g3 Smars &1 Fal T81 I @1 82
I 4@l

He recalled an incident in which tabla maestro Kishan Maharaj criticised the
Centre for its miserly attitude toward conferring awards on musicians.

I8 U g1 DI T1G [ha1 IS dadT 316 (R RS - aeR] & G-
3 A Fx WER F Bofdl WY QA $1 1ar BT At

“Unless we live for 80 or 85 years, no national honour will come to us,” Mr. Baby
quoted Kishan Maharaj.

“STdl Teb §H 80 T 85 I o Sildl, PIs IAPI T &4 el e, 41 sisit 7 fpar
BRI &1 3gd fl

N. Ram, former Editor-in-Chief of The Hindu, who introduced the two at the event,
said Mr. Baby first encountered Mr. Sivaraman’s music during the Emergency,
when he was semi-underground and courted arrest.

g &g & Id YU HuTe® UH. I, OrgiH 59 HRGH H Sl T URad o, 3 el
% smuradTa & SR ot 34t A ugeht IR ft Rrawrw= &1 wifta
AT, 59 98 M YfArTa & 3R AR &1 |- # 78 3

¢ “His elder brother advised him to visit a temple and
listen to concerts. That is how he first discovered Mr. Sivaraman’s
music,” he added.

ISP IS HTE A I HalTg < [ 98 [t wfer & o ok Tt
%ﬁmﬁlﬁmﬁ%ﬁwsﬁmmmwr
&gl

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin releasing a new commentary on The
Thirukkural, written by lyricist Vairamuthu, in Chennai. R. RAGU

CHENNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Sunday stressed the
need to intensify efforts to
declare The Thirukkural a
national book and to esta-
blish a major organisation
in Delhi to propagate the
ideas of Thiruvalluvar.

“Thiruvalluvar was not
only a poet but also a revo-
lutionary, and it is the duty
of the Tamils to spread his
ideas. While promoting
Valluvarism, Tamil society
must also oppose attempts
to misrepresent him with
ideologies that run counter
to his teachings,” he said,
releasing a commentary
on The Thirukkural, Vallu-
var Marai Vairamuthu
Urai, authored by lyricist
Vairamuthu.

Mr. Stalin alleged that
since Aryanism could not
claim Thiruvalluvar as its
own, there had been at-
tempts to appropriate him
by portraying him in saf-
fron. “Cheating is the ap-
propriate word to describe
this appropriation,” he
said. He cited several cou-
plets to argue that Thiru-
valluvar was a poet of ra-
tionalism, social justice,

and self-respect. “Anyone
who tries to appropriate
him will be scorched by the
heat of his ideas. Where
the values of The Thirulkiu-
ral prevail, the Manusmriti
has no place,” he added.

Former Union Finance
Minister P. Chidambaram
said Mr. Vairamuthu had
written the commentary
for three types of readers:
Tamil scholars, university
lecturers, and elected re-
presentatives like himself,
who love the language and
its literature. He said The
Thirukkural is a moral text,
but secular in mnature.
Though Plato and Aristotle
authored secular works,
Thiruvalluvar lived and
wrote in a period much
earlier.

He also conveyed writer
Indira Parthasarathy’s
message to Mr. Vaira-
muthu, urging him to re-
tain the traditional title
Kaamathupal rather than
changing it to Inbathupal.

Mr. Vairamuthu said a
2:;;’;;“.;‘;?;3;‘3;;;:; Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
evolved significantly over a 1 1G2J E R g Ll ({14

century. “We lose almost ber - 9971932488

25% of the words; some be- [ o T i
come distorted or take on QL AT LH F-EM ]

new meanings.”

Thirukkural as a National Book and Delhi
Institution Proposal

Rreapya of T Uy 3 faeel & ST

BT TITYAT BT YKITd

e Chief Minister M.K. Stalin on Sunday stressed the need
to intensify efforts to declare The Thirukkural a national book
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and to establish a major organisation in Delhi to propagate the ideas of
Thiruvalluvar.

T TH. &, T A AR &) Reagped o AP Ty 9iftd H3 ok et &
ﬁ?ﬁqmﬁﬁ%ﬁaﬁaﬁwﬁaaﬂﬁ$mwmwaﬂmﬁw
W I

“Thiruvalluvar was not only a poet but also a revolutionary, and it is the duty of the
Tamils to spread his ideas. While promoting Valluvarism, Tamil society must also
oppose attempts to misrepresent him with ideologies that run counter to his
teachings,” he said, releasing a commentary on The Thirukkural, Valluvar Marai
Vairamuthu Urai, authored by lyricist Vairamuthu.

fIsacqar Fad Ueh Hfd S 6l dfch Ud wifadrt W 2, 3R aftrel o1 wda g f&
3 3% Rl &1 Band| oid geqavdre &1 gerdl foar Sy, 99 aftrd JH e &1 34
faremRemRTai BT ARt 1} B 1fgu ot 3% Ui & faew &, 3= MadR

RMY GRT R T Tegar ARS RTY I TS FUTTHIA B! ARAT SR} B §U
gl

Mr. Stalin alleged that since Aryanism could not claim Thiruvalluvar as its own, there
had been attempts to appropriate him by portraying him in saffron.

off TeTfer 7 RIT A %6 dfes SmdaTe Reacer &1 30T 161 de Tdhdl, e
3= HiTaT o H a3 o7 SraM & var ey T g
“Cheating is the appropriate word to describe this appropriation,” he said.

He cited several couplets to argue that Thiruvalluvar was a poet of rationalism,
social justice, and self-respect.

I B3 YA TAIBI BT 5alal SR g b 11 b Fusaeqar adbare, AHIR™G
AT 3R STH-TH & g I

“Anyone who tries to appropriate him will be scorched by the heat of his ideas.
Where the values of The Thirukkural prevail, the Manusmriti has no place,” he
added.

SN Bz Wl 3T TSUR D1 BIRAY BT, I 37 fIaRY &Y aftrsr sfen h | wigt
R & Tea v €, a8t ARt &1 31 s TE 8, I e

P. Chidambaram on the Commentary

. RITe¥ gR1 a1 iR faar

Former Union Finance Minister P. Chidambaram said Mr. Vairamuthu had written
the commentary for three types of readers: Tamil scholars, university lecturers,
and elected representatives like himself, who love the language and its literature.
ud Feta o T Y. Rrcema 3 a1 5 ot SR1gy 3 7 e A R % red! B
for foret 5. aftra fagm, fayfemey & e, Sik SRy o 6 3 @, s
I YT 3R Ao & UH H_dl & |

He said The Thirukkural is a moral text, but secular in nature.

3I5i- el (& FUsapva 1@ Hifdws 34 3, dfe- su@ wuE tffFRue g
Though Plato and Aristotle authored secular works, Thiruvalluvar lived and wrote
in a period much earlier.

MU el 3R SRT A YHARUE I fordl, fIeaega] 34 Hgl Ugd & g o
Sfad & iR ferad

He also conveyed writer Indira Parthasarathy’s message to Mr. Vairamuthu, urging
him to retain the traditional title Kaamathupal rather than changing it to Inbathupal.
B@ﬁmgﬁwmwzﬁwm%ﬁéﬂggww o 379 uRuRe e
PTHIUTA D! FATGUTA T JGa & Folld §IY G- BT 3HTE foar T
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Vairamuthu on Language Evolution

RMY FRT HIWT & fadpg W fmR

Mr. Vairamuthu said a new commentary was necessary because language
evolved significantly over a century.

%ﬁigggﬁwﬁ?wqéwwﬁm YTYT = TP Il A S9! fapr
|

“We lose almost 25% of the words; some become distorted or take on new
meanings.”

“BH THIHT 25% NG T od §; S [9Pd ol o1d & 1 3 ¢ 3 i &l 51"

Admission Challenges Faced by Rural Students Due to CUET
CUET & SRUI ARTHUI S §RT AT 1 S arelt wa=r gfaar

In Marodhi Jattan village of Rohtak district in Haryana, 17-year-old Rinki was set
on pursuing a BA programme at Delhi University (DU) until her hopes were
abruptly dashed.

BTN & Yed® fora & ARG 9igM g A 17 quifa Rt feed fayfaemea (ou) &
e FripH B o dgR ff, 99 9 & T IHS S e T8l T

“When | went to apply for the CUET (Common University Entrance Test) at the
government-run Common Services Centre (CSC), | was told | was not eligible
because the minimum age is 18,” she says.

e B TR Bra |idd Fex (CSC) T CUET (wTa giaRidl i 3we) ¥ R
%&nﬁ%mﬁnﬁ,a‘r%@rwwﬁ?wmwaﬁ%Wﬁmq‘s‘}g,"aﬁs’
|

In reality, there is no such age limit. She still breaks down recalling how she was
misinformed.

Iraa H, Ot 3is oy Aar =Y 81 @ snft +ft g ol § o9 39 A1G 317 § fb e
I AT THBRY & 15 A

Her mother says, “We want our daughter to have a bright future, but we don’t know
how or where to apply.”

IGP! Hi BEdl B, "EH T 9t BT ISTad UiAS Tgd 8, A g4 78l uar b pa A

BBl 3G HIAT g 1"

CUET System and Admission Challenges

CUET WuTreit 3R waxr e geifaar

The CUET became mandatory for undergraduate admissions to central
universities in 2022, replacing board-based admissions.

2022 ¥ CUET & Ssiia fayfaermeral & wrae wawr & fow sifard a1 foan ma, o
TEd S-St wa=T yummel & aga fa man

Institutions like Jawaharlal Nehru University have shifted to fully digital,
centralised systems such as the DU’s Common Seat Allocation System %@SAS).
SaTevdrd e fayfaemey o TRl A 1 @ve feforea, Fdtea yomet

DU T $1H Wl reltdp e RIeH (CSAS) U foran §1

Even as the undergraduate admission process for the DU is under way, many
students remain undecided about their future.

Yol 8 DU &1 ATae YA Ufehar 9 361 ¢, B o vt +ff sroe wfdsy ot aw
A §

Teachers and activists said that misinformation, complex digital processes, and
costs are causing students’ dreams to fade.
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Lengthy and Complex Admission Process

wdlt iR sifee ya=r wfgan

e In a government school in the Marodhi Jattan village, very few students have their
career paths figured out.
AR SIS M & U WRPRI Tod & ggd HH B! 7 3T HIRAR AT a9 $i 7
e Teacher Surender Singh explains, “Earlier, many students aspired to go outside
Haryana for studies. Now, the admission process involves multiple steps —
registration, obtaining a rank, creating a preference list, and accepting or
rejecting colleges — all done online.”

Rrerer g Rig Td1d €, "mﬁwm%wm$mwmﬁm 3
T Ufehar H 3 AR0T 81 § — USiIehRuT, ¥ YT HR1, Ui Gl 41, 3R Hiaet
PR 1 3RAPR HAT - 3 I ATAagT gl

e “Only children from well-informed or elite families manage to complete the
process.”
"HId AFDR a1 FYid TRART & o= g 39 UfbaT S R HR UTd ¢ 1"

o His daughter, Suahana Singh, recently enrolled in Hindu College, DU, for a
postgraduate degree in Mathematics.
It ot For=T Rig A 51ad 51 ¥ DU & g Piasr 1 1fora § wae R f$3t & fow
Ta for g

e She says she had to travel to Rohtak at least four times, paying ¥100 per visit to a
cybercafe.
I8 Padl & [P I3 AedP HH VA HH IR IR ST UST, 3R & 9R 100 T
IER>P | G T US|

o She tracked application updates via e-mail on her smartphone.
I 3MMde @t FRUTT BT 3 WIEWIH TR AT & H1eqHq I ¢ [ |

o Her father adds, “Most parents here cannot afford this kind of time or financial
commitment for admissions.”

3% far shisd &, "get = arar-fdr 33 wwg a1 anffe e 98 s goa 1

Lack of Awareness and Guidance

SRR=HdT 3R ARG P HH!

o Though DU conducts webinars and releases detailed guidelines, critical
information rarely reaches students, says social act|V|st Sunil Jaglan.

TR SRiGdl G ST $ed § b Teris DU AfRFR ST @  oiR
ﬁﬁaﬁmﬁ%waﬁrm% At Tgayul TSR BTl 9@ 9S8t ugTdl 8|
e “In most villages, only one or two students apply to central universities. Information
is passed down from one batch to another. So, if no one goes this year, there
will be an information vacuum next year,” says Mr. Jaglan.
"STETaR idl # $ad T a1 &1 BT 8t ety fayfaemaal § smaed #d 81 e
TP 99 A gON o9 a% Hifa® U 9§ Uga o | 3R 30 A1d BIg Al o, < 3T
T BRI BT ST 370, o ST Hgd & |
e Lack of counselling in schools adds to the problem.
pdl # SIITeT Ht HHI 3T T B 3R Ferdl ¢ |
o “There is no guidance on the process, and parents are also worried about
expenses and the safety of their daughters,” he adds.
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e In Bahadurgarh, closer to Delhi, Class 11 student Meenu says she wants to pursue
BCom (Hons) from the DU.

faeeht & UTH SRIGHIE &1 HEM 11 B! BT W Fea & [ 98 DU T Sipid (3T)
FHRAT B B |
o But ask her about the CUET and she says, “I don’t know about any such test.”

Qfe 99 39 CUET & IR H T 71, ot 351 &gl “Tol U fpeft S b IR o

PRI T8 81"

Meet the
modern Indian
family — pets,
Alexa, et al

Larger than life: Alexa and smartwatches are playing a
critical role in emotional support. REUTERS

...........................

Meenakshi Verma Ambwani

Think ‘family’ and what comes to mind? A small
cosy unit with a husband, wife and two kids? Or a
larger unit made up of grandparents, parents and
children? Think again. Families are no longer
forged by blood ties. The family of today could
possibly comprise a single woman, her pet dogs
and/or cats, a live-in house help who has
motherly opinions, and Siri and Alexa!

Drawing on its NeedScope research
framework, which leverages consumer emotions,
Kantar’s report ‘“The Urban Indian Family 2025
has delved deep into how modern Indian
households are evolving. Old classifications are
passé. No longer can households be structured as
joint or nuclear units. “It is not a monarchy. It is
not even a democracy. It is a coalition
government with no clear majority, where
policies are made on the fly, alliances shift
overnight, and everyone claims to be in charge,”
the report quips.

The report has deep implications for brands,
which need to understand the nuances of the
blurring lines between blood ties and bonds
forged on friendships and emotional needs.
Between ordering on Blinkit to recreate
grandma’s recipes and seeking help from ChatGpt
to craft weight loss plans and embracing festivals
with fervour, urban Indian households are
juggling modern lifestyles with long-standing
traditions. WhatsApp groups are the new living
rooms and rituals are up for a reboot.

" Full house again

There has been a nearly 50 per cent jump in the
proportion of unmarried 15- to 34-year-olds living
with parents over the last five years, indicating a
shift towards interdependence — “the return to
full house”.

This also means that the definition of “family’
has expanded. “Families are no longer defined by
bloodlines but by those who show up. There are
both visible and invisible entrants in the Indian
families. So the emotional anchors in the families
are changing,” says Macneil Chowdhury,
Director-Qualitative (West) Insights Division,
Kantar.

With India’s pet population expected to
increase to 40 million by 2026, this means golden
retrievers, Labradors and Persian cats are not just
featuring in reels but are also emotional
mainstays. Household helps, drivers and nannies
are increasingly playing the role of “the third
parent”. Alexa, smartwatches and WhatsApp
groups are playing a critical role in families, not
just for logistics but also emotional support.

“Brands will need to start recognising and
celebrate chosen families and bonds based on
empathy and reliability, not just lineage... they
should not attempt to portray the ideal Indian
family as typically consisting of one girl child, one
boy child, mom, dad and grandmom. This
inauthentic portrayal will not help the brand
make an emotional entry point in the lives of
consumers,” he adds.

(The writer is with The Hindu businessline)

Meet the modern Indian family — pets, Alexa, et al
AMYFAF YR uRarR § ffer - ureq sHeR, vaeT, sinfe
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The Changing Urban Indian Family

Fodd et WRdg uRar

Think ‘family’ and what comes to mind? A small cosy unit with a husband, wife and
two kids? Or a larger unit made up of grandparents, parents and children? Think
again.

YRR’ Trad g1 T &1 | 3M7dT 82 U BieT, RMHED ShTs forgy ufd, Tat
ggﬁ?mwwwwmﬁ aTe1-gral, ATar-fuar 3R 9= e gl
|

Families are no longer forged by blood ties.
39 URAR pad Tqd Aael I g1 o d |

The family of today could possibly comprise a single woman, her pet dogs and/or
cats, a live-in house help who has motherly opinions, and Siri and Alexa!

31TS1 T URAR Teh 3rebeil AfFET, IHeb UTeiq Pl AT feetl, Uep fera-3+
NPT Sl AT S I AT |, 3R Siri T Alexa I Ul FAHR 99 Tavall 5!

Insights from Kantar’s Research

Fiex & MY T YT SATHHTRAT

Drawing on its NeedScope research framework, which leverages consumer
emotions, Kantar’s report ‘The Urban Indian Family 2025’ has delved deep into
how modern Indian households are evolving.

NeedScope RN ST & T&G, S SUHITAT B HIFATSHT T ITANT BT 8, Hie
&1 ROTe g 3rdT $fEamT Bt 2025 A TevTS ¥ St fhan § fs sy
HRA IR &Y fawRa 81 | B

Old classifications are passé. No longer can households be structured as joint or
nuclear units.

R GBI e SRS 81 g § | 3d TR &I had Tgad AT Uhd FH15al
& FU H g1 ¢l S Heball

“It is not a monarchy. It is not even a democracy. It is a coalition government with
no clear majority, where policies are made on the fly, alliances shift overnight, and
everyone claims to be in charge,” the report quips.

<Y IMSIRTG! 51 © | TE Arpad Hl T8 8| I8 U oY TP o ford B1g
WY I8 el §, il Hidh TR §cT &, TS JARTd 9Gd & 3R 8L DI Ga
&I UG AT 8, RuIid avards T 4 Fedl 7

Implications for Brands

g & forg yurg

The report has deep implications for brands, which need to understand the nuances
of the blurring lines between blood ties and bonds forged on friendships and
emotional needs.

g NUIE 5igd & foe dgayul g, o Yo wael iR HTaTHS Sewdl a1
SIfeTal W senia dadi o o &1 geeht ¥arsi & T & Haxgsdl g

Between ordering on Blinkit to recreate grandma’s recipes and seeking help from
ChatGPT to craft weight loss plans and embracing festivals with fervour, urban
Indian households are juggling modern lifestyles with long-standing traditions.
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Blinkit ¥ €1c] &t IRTUT 18RI, ChatGPT T T UM D1 AISHT ST 3R
Il DI IR SR AT — BRI R IRAR nYfes shtae=relt $iR [RI-T
TIURTSHT D! 1Y AhR T R B

WhatsApp groups are the new living rooms and rituals are up for a reboot.
WhatsApp JoH 3d U §6F H&f 89 ¢ g 3R SHa-Rare &1 afeurer sga w8t
&l

Full House Again

fRAT R

There has been a nearly 50% jump in the proportion of unmarried 15- to 34-year-
olds living with parents over the last five years, indicating a shift towards
interdependence — “the return to full house”.

fUzc ara Il & 15 & 34 99 & ufdarfed garsii & 3o AT1-fUdr & A1 | &1
TR | TTHT 50% B JiG 3 2, o URTRS fvar i iR gmRT et 8 —
“fR Y R TR P1 A |

Expanded Definition of Family

gftar @t fawga afvuma

This also means that the definition of ‘family’ has expanded.

39T Adad I8 4 B foh iR @t aRyTen s faga 81 1 R

“Families are no longer defined by bloodlines but by those who show up. There are
both visible and invisible entrants in the Indian families. So the emotional anchors
in the families are changing,” says Macneil Chowdhury, Director-Qualitative (West)
Insights Division, Kantar.

“3(q URIR Yo Aael I e, Sfces o A1 gid § S8 UG 81d & | HRd
ORAR! § 319 THTH SR 3T g1 H&H § | UMY URAR] & HTGATHS
TH TG 3G 8,” iR & SURcy [SdloH & SERFeR HH-Id are] Hed |

The Role of Pets, Help and Technology

1], TR TP AR dBb-i1d B1 YfidT

With India’s pet population expected to increase to 40 million by 2026, this means
golden retrievers, Labradors and Persian cats are not just featuring in reels but are
also emotlonal mainstays.

ITaq ATETEL & 2026 T 40 AR T uga o1 YuTaH & 91,
Thc—s-—rﬁ;"lav dAaTsI} 3R uRRfg= fafemar Wﬁﬂ%ﬁ?ﬂﬁ:@aﬁﬁ
YTGATP TR &5 g1 5|
Household helps, drivers and nannies are increasingly playing the role of “the
third parent”.

T TETI®, STSaX 3R A 3(F SRR e AT-fuar & yfie R €|

Alexa, smartwatches and WhatsApp groups are playing a critical role in families,
not just for logistics but also emotional support.

Alexa, Wdard 3R WhatsApp wmﬁﬁtﬁmﬁaﬁﬁ
YTaTed s U & forg +ft meaguf yftre AR |1
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Advice to Brands

Sigd 31 g

“Brands will need to start recognising and celebrate chosen families and bonds based
on empathy and reliability, not just lineage...

“Figd DI 3T TAGYFT 3R U TR S1uTRT Taf—d uRar] iR & oI

they should not attempt to portray the ideal Indian family as typically consisting of
one girl child, one boy child, mom, dad and grandmom.

3% 3 HRAHY IR & Had U dsh!, U dsal, A, fuar 3R el a&

Hiftrd =g 9 78! fearn =gl

This inauthentic portrayal will not help the brand make an emotional entry point in
the lives of consumers,” he adds.

g YTHTIOTS 0T i Y SuHiaarst & Sfigd A HIa"THS Yawr gl fear
TIe,” 3 Sisd 8

iG8Paper 1 ABC™ :
AgeGS Paper: Envionment_ . the nearby Gola Rainforest ~ 1990s or was ravaged by the ground covered in enthusiast, Mr. Garnett’s diamonds.
FREETOWN National Park, will be Sier-  Ebola in 2014, Mr. Garnett empty rifle cartridges and  warm, welcoming ap- For 30 years, he and
ra Leone’s first UNESCO  was able to stave off defor- people began logging proach has easily won him  foundation colleagues

Activist Tommy Garnett’s
decades of work paid off
when Sierra Leone’s Tiwai
island — a lush forest home
to one of the world’s high-
est concentrations of pri-
mates — landed a spot Sun-
day on the UN cultural
agency’s World Heritage
list.

The 66-year-old and the
conservation group he
founded are the reason Ti-
wai, which was nearly des-
troyed during Sierra Le-
one’s 1991-2002 civil war,
still exists.

“I feel very happy, re-
lieved, hopeful,” the envi-
ronmentalist said from the
verdant island, ahead of
the announcement.

The Gola-Tiwai com-
plex, which also includes

site.

The two areas have a
spectacular  biodiversity
that has been imperilled
for years by threats such as
deforestation.

The island, located in
the Moa river, measures
just 12 sq. km. and has 11
species of primates.

In 1992, Mr. Garnett,
who has dedicated his life
to environmental projects
in west Africa, created the
Environmental ~ Founda-
tion for Africa (EFA).

In the early 2000s, he
started working to save Ti-
wai. Today, the wildlife
sanctuary is a gleaming
success story for Sierra
Leone.

Even as the country des-
cended into civil war in the

estation, poaching and
other harms.

Raising the alarm
Gola-Tiwai is a treasure
chest of biodiversity: The
primates include the en-
dangered western chim-
panzee, the king colobus
monkey and the Diana
monkey.

And its forests and wa-
ters are home to animals
such as the pygmy hippo-
potamus and the critically
endangered African forest
elephant.

While Gola is the largest
expanse of tropical rainfor-
est in Sierra Leone, Tiwai,
located to the south, serves
as a centre for biodiversity
research and a destination
for ecotourism.

Lush paradise: A view of Tiwai Island Wildlife Sanctuary in Sierra

75

Leone, which has landed a spot on the UN's World Heritage list. AP

In order to achieve this
for Tiwai, the EFA had to
convince local communi-
ties to abandon certain ac-
tivities to protect the
forest.

The tourism revenue in
turn helps provide them
jobs, training and technical

agricultural assistance.

During the civil war, the
island’s wildlife was almost
decimated, but Mr. Gar-
nett, his NGO and donors
brought it back from the
brink.

The centre’s structures
had become dilapidated,

trees, Mr. Garnett said.

“We raised the alarm
that this place was going,”
he said.

The environmentalist
quickly found funding for
reconstruction and raising
awareness among local
communities.

‘Country is grateful’
Since then, Mr. Garnett
and his group have safe-
guarded the haven despite
an onslaught of Ebola, CO-
VID-19 and disastrous
weather.

“Our lives and liveli-
hoods and cultures and
traditions are so inextrica-
bly linked to the forest that
if the forest dies, a big part
of us dies with it,” he said.

An avid cyclist and yoga

allies.

“One of my first expe-
riences in life was having a
forest as backyard and re-
cognising the richness of
it,” he said.

Mr. Garnett was born in
1959 in the rural district of
Kono in the country’s east,
and lived there until the
age of 18.

After studying agricul-
ture and development eco-
nomics abroad, he re-
turned home in the 1990s
to reconnect with his fami-
ly and help Sierra Leone
during the war.

He began working in en-
vironmental protection af-
ter witnessing the conflict’s
destruction and its re-
liance on mineral resourc-
es and mining, particularly

Tommy Garnett and Tiwai Island's Conservation J ourney

STHI e 3R fears giu &1 w=eur arn

Activist Tommy Garnett’s decades of work paid off when Sierra Leone’s Tiwai
island — a lush forest home to one of the world’s highest concentrations of primates
— landed a spot on the UN cultural agency’s World Heritage list.

HAGBd STHI THE &1 SDH! B! Hed dd Thd g5 oid [T fora= &1 fearg
g, S fay & 999 oiftre

FAHTIE & ST AT I ST &, 1 guEA
Hiepfae ot ot fay R =it & wie= fira)
The 66-year-old and the conservation group he founded are the reason Tiwai, which
was nearly destroyed during Sierra Leone’s 1991-2002 civil war, still exists.

66 T T 3R I GRT R TIEIUT TYE H! a98 U 1991-2002 & 0TS
T T AN 81 gt fears g oot oft Ao ]

“I feel very happy, relieved, hopeful,” the environmentalist said from the verdant
island, ahead of the announcement.
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have travelled the country
confronting traffickers and
conducting  community
meetings.

Over the past 20 years,
the EFA has planted more
than two million trees in
deforested areas across
Sierra Leone, Mr. Garnett
said, including 5 lakh bet-
ween 2020 and 2023.

The country’s Environ-
ment Minister, Jiwoh Abdu-
lai, said he was “really ex-
cited and thrilled” about
UNESCO’s decision, ad-
ding that Mr. Garnett gave
him a lot of “hope and
optimism”.

His contributions pre-
serving nature are someth-
ing “that the entire country
is grateful for”, the Minis-
ter said.
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TN & B gR-4R §1Y A TafaRuiia 7 e, < agd @, 6 W1 SR
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Gola-Tiwai Complex Declared UNESCO Site

Ma-fearg ufar ot gam gt arse

The Gola-Tiwai complex, which also includes the nearby Gola Rainforest National
Park, will be Sierra Leone’s first UNESCO site.

Te-fears ufvaR, o U &1 i W A% ure Hf 2nfia g, R
fera= ot ugelt gA®! T1ge gl

The two areas have a spectacular biodiversity that has been imperilled for years by
threats such as deforestation.

g & H IFER g fafaear 8 o auf § g &Y Sers ot IAfaal ¥ @aw
Ael

The island, located in the Moa river, measures just 12 sq. km. and has 11 species of
primates.

I8 g1, Sl Hrei A # Ry &, bad 12 9 fopdt H et © SR 594 1 TSR &Y
WeIfaal Urs S & |

Founding of EFA and Initial Work

SUBU P WTYAT 3R YRS ot

In 1992, Mr. Garnett, who has dedicated his life to environmental projects in West
Africa, created the Environmental Foundation for Africa (EFA).

1992 H, i e 7, 817 3UAT Sita Ui bt # gaiauig uRarersi &!
gAftfd forar, TaaraRTHed BISSYE BIR 3MBIBT (EFA) B RITYAT &1 |

In the early 2000s, he started working to save Tiwai. Today, the wildlife sanctuary is
a gleaming success story for Sierra Leone.

2000 & P P AT T 3514 fears ! T B H1H L= [Tl 3119 T8
TSI AUIRTY AT RN 3T TP IHDHGR Ahadl &l Hgil ¢

Protecting the Forest Amid Crisis

Hwe & di ST BT gRE

Even as the country descended into civil war in the 1990s or was ravaged by Ebola
in 2014, Mr. Garnett was able to stave off deforestation, poaching and other
harms.

SId 11990 & S=P W TS & So1 A1 A1 2014 H FaTE &1 Iuc H 3w, a9
Y e 3 99 PY PeTs, ﬁﬁv‘waﬁ'\'a{wmﬁﬁuwﬂﬁﬂmmdlqﬁl

Gola-Tiwai is a treasure chest of biodiversity: The primates include the endangered
western chimpanzee, the king colobus monkey, and the Diana monkey.

Ma-fears Sia fafaud &1 G §: T8t & AN & gwvTg dve fawis,
7 Fee Tt SR ST Ht A B

Its forests and waters are home to animals such as the pygmy hippopotamus and the
critically endangered African forest elephant.

3P STal 3R SaaEt # foredt fRuaie s ik 1R U A Tpeid snpiat
99 g1l S8 MR BA |

Page25

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

o
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Tourism and Community Engagement

ydeq 3R I Yriier

While Gola is the largest expanse of tropical rainforest in Sierra Leone, Tiwai,
located to the south, serves as a centre for biodiversity research and a destination
for ecotourism.

Set et Ry il o1 9o 91 Swisfedthya aufa g, ot cfamr & R
fears Sia fafaear Srawem &1 Fg 3R SPHIgerd WA B

To achieve this for Tiwai, the EFA had to convince local communities to abandon
certain activities to protect the forest.

fears o1 59 R a0 uga™ & oY, EFA &1 RITT THSTAT BT STTa B JREf
& for oo nfafafdal sl & fore gamT geT|

The tourism revenue helps provide them jobs, training and technical agricultural
assistance.

e I g aTell g I AR, UIRTEHT 3R aw-te! HiY Jgradr veH

H A HEE Pl B

Rescue and Restoration of Tiwai

fears @1 3amg iR gAfaior

During the civil war, the island’s wildlife was almost decimated, but Mr. Garnett,
his NGO and donors brought it back from the brink.

TEYS & GRIH giU DI g=Ioilg TETST T T g1 718 oY, o1 ot e,
D! TSN SR SR A 39 R 9 Shfad faa

The centre’s structures had become dilapidated, the ground covered in empty rifle
cartridges, and people began logging trees, Mr. Garnett said.

i e & 3R, Hx P! AT SloiR 81 115 2, S @Telt 3w e ROl o
2! ot 3R AT U BIeA T |

“We raised the alarm that this place was going,” he said.

3GIH BB, “gHA ddrat dl fob I8 ”IF T gl @1 UT1”

He quickly found funding for reconstruction and raising awareness among local
communities.
ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%
IR2IRN | |

National Impact and Recognition
PR YUTT SR A=

Since then, Mr. Garnett and his group have safeguarded the haven despite Ebola,
COVID-19, and disastrous weather.

I9 Y off e 3R 3% THE 7 FadT, H1fds-19 3R HIH TRIH & FTaolg 39
TRURYAI B &M P g

“Our lives, livelihoods, cultures and traditions are inextricably linked to the forest,”
he said.

d*‘{'%:l Pl “HRT Sita, STeiifaeT, Txpfa 3 IWuRTE e 3 TTERTE 9 Je!
-
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e Anavid cyclist and yoga enthusiast, Mr. Garnett’s warm, welcoming approach has
easily won him allies.

T I8! Arsfha Jar 3R It U, ot e &1 iiw ok W@rTau
TRBIU I A T gganh feem Tar B

Early Life and Motivation

URIYP Sita 3R IR

e “One of my first experiences in life was having a forest as backyard and recognising
the richness of it,” he said.

3811 Fal, “oliia- & URY T TRT T 3fIHT T foh TR TR & Uiey SiTet o7 iR 74
D! FYfS DI UgaH |

e Mr. Garnett was born in 1959 in the rural district of Kono in the country’s east, and
lived there until the age of 18.

ot e &1 o 1959 & <=1 & GdT & & B ford & g T 3R a8 18 99 &
CEKGCCHER

e After studying agriculture and development economics abroad, he returned home
in the 1990s to reconnect with his family and help Sierra Leone during the war.

PV 3R fIPrT rd=Iea 1 Ugrs fad=r & o537 & 918 98 1990 & SR | 3T
IRAR T F& 3R AU e &t Terad R4 & g e |

Legacy and Tree Plantation Efforts

farToa 3R g&mRIuoT ya

e He began working in environmental protection after witnessing the conflict’s
destruction and its reliance on mineral resources and mining, particularly
diamonds.

IBi- TATaRT HREUT & FHTH 1 & bl od 361+ Guy 1 fam=reftar sk
@frer waTeHT, faRves gk W I9e! FHkar agi

o For 30 years, he and foundation colleagues have travelled the country confronting

traffickers and conducting community meetings.

30 IET J d 3R ITd BISSTH P YoM GRIHR T aRBRI BT GIHHI IR @ § 3R
ATYETR® 96% X0 ¢ |

e Over the past 20 years, the EFA has planted more than two million trees in
deforested areas across Sierra Leone, including 5 lakh between 2020 and 2023.

fUsd 20 quT &, EFA 3 ey o= & g=fadi= & # 20 9/ A oifte Us
U g, FoFH 2020 2023 & 19 5 TRT U A |

National Appreciation

RTEH ERTET

e The country’s Environment Minister, Jiwoh Abdulai, said he was “really excited
and thrilled” about UNESCO’s decision, adding that Mr. Garnett gave him a lot of
“hope and optimism”.

3 & yafaRr w3t foraig srsgars - el o a8 gt & fAvfa 9 “ards
IAIRd IR AR €, 3R o e 7 I «3m2T 3R GhRIADar <l 2

Page27

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

Pai:rlbtic [

—

Pathshala

o)

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

@PATRIOTICIAS

o His contributions preserving nature are something “that the entire country is grateful
for”, the Minister said.

T3t 3 e fob Uapfa TWRef01 & IT ANTEH U1 $6 ¢ fords fore qRT 3=T Simumt

gl
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1. Foreigners found on Bihar voter rolls, says EC
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I ¥4 3 et eiv #der &t Ul

Foreigners found on Bihar voter rolls, says EC

Poll body says large number of people from Nepal,
Myanmar found during verification

Bangladesh

Sreeparna Chakrabai
Amit Bhelari
NEW DELHI/PATNA

he Election Com-
T mission on Sunday
said that a large

number of people from Ne-
pal, Bangladesh and Myan-
mar were found during
house-to-house  verifica-
tion of electoral rolls as
part of the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) process
il Bihar. The names of
such people will not be in-
cluded in the final voter list
to be published on Septem-
ber 30, it added.

The SIR began on June
25 and the last date for sub-
mitting enumeration forms
given by booth-level offic-
ers (BLOs) to voters is July
25, following which a draft
list will be brought out on
August 1. The EC said a
proper enquiry will be con-
ducted after the draft list is

released. The poll body’s
move is significant in view
of the Assembly polls sche-
duled next year in West
Bengal, Assam, Kerala, Pu-
ducherry, and Tamil Nadu,
and comes as various
States are cracking down
on illegal immigrants from
countries including Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar.

Earlier, leaders of the In-
dian National Develop-
mental, Inclusive Alliance
(INDIA) had jointly at-
tacked the EC, alleging
contradictions and demo-
cratic concerns in the data
presented by the poll body
on Saturday related to the
SIR process. The leaders,
including Tejashwi Yadav
of the Rashtriya Janata Dal,
said that such shortcom-
ings call into question “pu-
blic trust” in the process.
He alleged that fake data
were being uploaded on
EC sites.

Listing out the alleged
shortcomings, Mr. Yadav
said the EC had claimed
that 80.11% of voters had
submitted the enumera-
tion forms, but it had not
announced how many of
these forms were filled in a

Names of such people will not be included in the
final list to be published on September 30, it says

verified, voluntary and va-
lid manner.

Mr. Yadav also rejected
the EC’s claim that a large
number of people from Ne-
pal, Bangladesh and Myan-
mar were found during SIR
process.

Replying to the question
on the EC’s claim, Mr. Ya-
dav said the poll body is
planting news through
sources so that it can play
its game behind the
scenes. “These are the
same sources that claimed

we had captured Islama-
bad, Lahore, and Karachi
during Operation Sindoor,”
he said.

Bihar BJP spokesperson
Niraj Kumar took a dig at
Mr. Yadav. “Calling the
Election ~ Commission’s
source ‘urine’, is the real
face of the RJD. Tejashwi’s
filthy language reflects his
frustration over defeat, as
the people of Bihar have
rejected his negative polit-
ics. By questioning the EC’s
impartiality, does Tejashwi
want to push Bihar back in-
to the fire of jungle raj?”

Fake signatures

On the question of data by
the poll body, Mr. Yadav,
who is also the Leader of
the Opposition in the Bihar
Assembly, said: “It is being
reported continuously that
the forms are being
uploaded by BLOs by using
fake thumb imprints or sig-

INDIA leaders reject claim, express concerns over
data presented by the EC related to the SIR process

natures without the know-
ledge and consent of the
voters. The figures merely
show the uploading [of
forms], while the EC has
not given any guarantee of
authenticity, consent and
validity. The claims of the
EC are completely con-
trary to ground reality.”

Various Opposition par-
ties have questioned the
EC and branded the SIR as
“NRC [National Register of
Citizens] through the back-
door” which will result in
disenfranchisement of
marginalised communi-
ties, minorities who will
not have the said
documents.

Mr. Yadav also pointed
out that the EC had not is-
sued any formal revised
notification despite the Su-
preme Court’s advice to
consider Aadhaar and ra-
tion cards as valid proof for
the SIR process.
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Foreigners found on Bihar voter rolls, says EC

AT TANT A Fel: fagR & gagrar It | fadzi ure 1w

e The Election Commission on Sunday said that a large number of people from
Nepal, Bangladesh and Myanmar were found during house-to-house verification
of electoral rolls as part of the special intensive revision (SIR) process in Bihar.
AT AT A IR ! gl fob fagR | fa=iw w8 gaderr (SIR) wfskar & dga
HASAT Gl & TR-TR FATIH & SR AUT, TSR 3R iR & g3t "

@RT UTe U

e The names of such people will not be included in the final voter list to be published
on September 30, it added.
3TN A Fgl fob T arTl o =19 30 RydaR &Y yb1iRIa g1 arelt sifaw Aagrar gt
e 781 frg sme |
The SIR began on June 25 and the last date for submitting enumeration forms
given by booth-level officers (BLOs) to voters is July 25, following which a draft
list will be brought out on August 1.

SIR UfhaT 25 T &I Y& g5 N SR Aaeraist & g W & ARBIRAT (BLOs) GRT
3T T AT BTH S R @Y Sifad fafd 25 Feg 7, S 918 1 3FRa &1 wHiaT
Tt SR} Bt e

e The EC said a proper enquiry will be conducted after the draft list is released.

TG 3N A Hgl [ FIG] Y IR 8 & SIe S Sid &) o |
The poll body’s move is significant in view of the Assembly polls scheduled next
year in West Bengal, Assam, Kerala, Puducherry, and Tamil Nadu, and comes as
various States are cracking down on illegal immigrants from countries including
Bangladesh and Myanmar.

AT 3N Bt T8 HRATS AT ITeT UFEH STTa, 3RTH, Hvd, gt 3R affrarg
ﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁwmgq@ﬁé@ﬁgu%aqpf%ehwg@mﬁ CIESAC
ﬁfu%%mmaﬁvww%a%zﬁﬁm&ﬁuwm%mmﬁ
R I

INDIA leaders reject claim, express concerns over data presented by the EC related to
the SIR process

Q%Amw%ﬁmaﬁﬁaﬁaﬁmm, SIR UfshaT A Hdfd EC & ST WR fidn

o Earlier, leaders of the Indian National Developmental, Inclusive Alliance (INDIA)
had jointly attacked the EC, alleging contradictions and democratic concerns in
the data presented by the poll body on Saturday related to the SIR process.

O Ugd, 33T AR Saautied, SANRINIG SIEd (INDIA) & Adrsif 7 far
1 SIR UfshaT ¥ Tafd AT START §IRT U Sel H faRIUTHN 3R diwdit®
fRiaTaii 1 3RIY T §T M IR Agad U 4 gHa fdbar

e The leaders, including Tejashwi Yadav of the Rashtriya Janata Dal, said that such
shortcomings call into question “public trust” in the process.

ST & & deidl grgd Higd A1l 7 a1 fo U il 59 ufosar § »sierar

& Ay R I QST Il ¢

e He alleged that fake data were being uploaded on EC sites.
IBH 3RIY TR fh EC B AIgeH W Boll SeT HUdrs har o 6T 5

o Listing out the alleged shortcomings, Mr. Yadav said the EC had claimed that
80.11% of voters had submitted the enumeration forms, but it had not announced
how many of these forms were filled in a verified, voluntary and valid manner.
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DT @I D1 T gU ot ared A Fe1 fos EC A araT fasar o1 foh 80.11% HagraTait
3 T W 5 fou §, aifs a8 Ty et fasan fob 3 9 fora e e,
Wfes® 3R Ay T J R WY

e Mr. Yadav also rejected the EC’s claim that a large number of people from Nepal,
Bangladesh and Myanmar were found during SIR process.

ot greg 3 gg Wt @RS a1 f& SIR ufsar & AYTH, TN 3R FiAR & gt
@& § &7 UTE 1T o |

On the EC’s claim
19 3TANT & g1 W

e Onthe EC’s claim, Mr. Yadav said the poll body is planting news through sources
so that it can play its game behind the scenes.

1G] 34 R 4 ATed A el [ TG ST T & ATead A e Wie H
w%mﬁ?a’eqﬁ?tﬂ% 3T WA W b |“These are the same sources that

claimed we had captured Islamabad, Lahore, and Karachi during Operation
Sindoor,” he said.

I8 FET, " a8) UId & forai+ IR Rigk & SR FTmTaTe, AeiR iR Bt
TR H&all B ] gral fobdT o7l

Bihar BJP spokesperson Niraj Kumar’s reaction

feR di9t vaear ke puR ot ulafear

e Bihar BJP spokesperson Niraj Kumar took a qig at Mr. Yadav.
fIgR dod Yaddr 4IRS $UR A ot a1ga R &< Far|

e “Calling the Election Commission’s source ‘urine’, is the real face of the RJD.
"1 TN & Hd DI UM HEA BT 9 RID FT 3l dexl gl

Tejashwi’s filthy language reflects his frustration over defeat, as the people of
Bihar have rejected his negative politics.

AT B Tt HTHT S9! TR WR AR & <2l g, i f98R &1 =1 3 3!
BRI SIS B WIiveT B far gl

e By questioning the EC’s impartiality, does Tejashwi want to push Bihar back into
the fire of jungle raj?” -
AT SHTART ] (&l TR FaTdd ISTH T dord! fagR B1 fthr I SITe I1eT Y 31T
® i1 918d 827
Fake signatures

Holl g&ITER

e On the question of data by the poll body, Mr. Yadav, who is also the Leader of the
Opposition in the Bihar Asse_mbly, said: ] .
AT TN gRT fau T sfidpsl wR, &t areq, o fagr faem=gur & Aar ufduer +fi 8, 3
hel:

“It is being reported continuously that the forms are being uploaded by BLOs using
fake thumb imprints or signatures without the knowledge and consent of the
voters.

TR ROIE 311381 § [ duasit gRT gagarsi $t HeRt iR ggafd & fa=r
Wil 3T & =1 TT RATER T ITANT b HiY IS fhT @ ¢

e The figures merely show the uploading [of forms], while the EC has not given any
guarantee of authenticity, consent and validity.
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3fferg had BiH & TS I Bl fadTd §, i AT ST = WA T T, Tgdfa
IR Ay A DI TRA T R
e The claims of the EC are completely contrary to groqnd reality.”

TG TN F 13 O oRE S gipd & st g1

Opposition Parties on SIR
faueht wifdai 3t I SRR

o Various Opposition parties have questioned the EC and branded the SIR as “NRC
through the backdoor” which will result in disenfranchisement of marginalised
communities, minorities who will not have the said documents.

ﬁmsrﬁq&ﬁa?ﬁ?r%frm&mwwwﬁ@smﬁ“mﬁ NRC” SR g,

o dfera Tqem,

XAl g1 & UIed |

No formal revised notification on SIR

SIR R I3 NUATR®

I PTS B AR YHTU & 7Y § HHET SITY, 34 6 Bl

TN SrfergerT T8t

e Mr. Yadav also pointed out that the EC had not issued any formal revised
notification despite the Supreme Court’s advice to consider Aadhaar and ration
cards as valid proof for the SIR process.

ot grea 7 T8 ot FaT o TG ST 3 i B B JATE & [av[E (b TR 3R

SifRrRgET T e 1 2

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Tibet-related issues, in-
cluding reincarnation of
the Dalai Lama, are a
“thorn” in India-China bi-
lateral relations and they
have become a “burden”
for New Delhi, the Chinese
embassy said on Sunday.
The remarks came ahead
of External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar’s visit to China
to attend a conclave of the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) on Mon-
day and Tuesday.

It would be Mr. Jaishan-
kar’s first visit to China af-
ter the ties between the
two countries came under
severe strain following the
2020 military stand-off
along the Line of Actual

Chinese embassy also said that the issues, including reincarnation
of Dalai Lama , have become a ‘burden’ for New Delhi. REUTERS

Control (LAC) in eastern
Ladakh.

In the last few months,
India and China have in-
itiated a number of mea-
sures to repair the bilateral
ties after completing the
disengagement of troops
from the last of the two

face-off sites in October
last year.

Earlier this month, the
Dalai Lama asserted that a
trust of Tibetan Buddhists
will have the sole authority
to recognise his future
reincarnation. China react-
ed angrily to his remarks

and said his reincarnation
should be approved by the
Chinese government.

In a social media post on
Sunday, Chinese embassy
spokesperson Yu Jing said
that members of the stra-
tegic and academic com-
munities, including former
officials, had made “im-
proper remarks” regarding
the reincarnation of the
Dalai Lama “contrary” to
Indian government’s pu-
blic stance.

“They should be fully
cognizant of the sensitivity
of issues related to Xizang,
and that the reincarnation
and succession of the Dalai
Lama is inherently an in-
ternal affair of China,
brooking no interference
of any external forces,” the
spokesperson said.

Tibet-related issues in India-China Relations

YRd-d el | fossd 3 9 4e

o Tibet-related issues, including reincarnation of the Dalai Lama, are a “thorn” in
India-China bilateral relations and they have become a “burden” for New Delhi,

SETHEIDB BT A1 AAGIA Gl ° G B TRIHT § S Aaferd

Ny Afed

Tibet—linked issues ‘thorn’ in ties with India: China

China refers to Tibet as
‘Xizang’. “In reality, Xi-
zangrelated issue is a
thorn in China-India rela-
tions and has become a
burden for India. Playing
the ‘Xizang card’ will defi-
nitely end up shooting one-
self in the foot,” the Chi-
nese embassy
spokesperson said.

In China, Mr. Jaishankar
is expected to hold bilater-
al talks with his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi on
the sidelines of the SCO
conclave.

Mr. Jaishankar’s visit is
taking place less than three
weeks after Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh travelled
to the Chinese port city of
Qingdao to participate in
the SCO Defence Ministers’
conference.
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the Chinese embassy said on Sunday.

foreTa A 92 92, N AT a1 &1 YA iid 7, HRd-d1 fgueia daet &

a?a § T4 ¢ 3R 3 3 faweht & fore g &7 g 8, ¥ i+t gararw A Afaar
Dall

The remarks came ahead of External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar’s visit to China

to attend a conclave of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) on

Monday and Tuesday.

Ig SO {4 Wi TH. SRieR &) HiaR SR WIEAdR & (41§ AgaiT TTe-

(SCO) & FWE H YT 7 & fore == amm ¥ ugd 3|

It would be Mr. Jaishankar’s first visit to China after the ties between the two
countries came under severe strain following the 2020 military stand-off along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh.

Tg ot sraRieR @1 A9 Y ugel arm grft, 59 I A o= & et o 2020 W gdf
LG B AP U0 3@ (LAC) R 99 TRy & a1e iR a=ma 3 o

In the last few months, India and China have initiated a number of measures to

repair the bilateral ties after completing the disengagement of troops from the last
of the two face-off sites in October last year.

fUed $© HeHl H, WRd 3R T4 A fguaily Jeitl 31 gURA & forg &% Hed I8¢
g wﬁﬁﬁﬁmmﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁmﬁ%mﬁﬁﬁﬁ
3 arat g i

Earlier this month, the Dalai Lama asserted that a trust of Tibetan Buddhists will
have the sole authority to recognise his future reincarnation.

Y AEH &1 YIS H, GATS ATHT 7 Pel fob 37 HIaTST &b Yo &1 WI-IdT 31 BT
THATH ISR fasad! dtgl & gve & U™ gl

China reacted angrily to his remarks and said his reincarnation should be
approved by the Chinese government.

T A 3% U W hifea ufafssar < 8iR Fe1 i ST g it TRBR gRT
Srgafea g anfeu

In a social media post on Sunday, Chinese embassy spokesperson Yu Jing
said that members of the strategic and academic communities, including former
officials, had made “improper remarks” regarding the reincarnation of the Dalai
Lama “contrary” to Indian government’s public stance.

faar ot te diwra #ifSar oive d, 9+ gaass 3t yadar g /RT3 we1 e
YIS 3R e Tyer] & 9ew, ﬁﬂﬁqéarfﬂmﬁmﬁmﬁa% - gaTS AT
gﬁﬁwm"ﬁﬁaﬁwﬁm"ﬁ% S HRTH TRBR & Adei-e 9 & fausia

“They should be fully cognizant of the sensitivity of issues related to Xizang, and
that the reincarnation and succession of the Dalai Lama is inherently an internal
affair of China, brooking no interference of any external forces,” the
spokesperson said.

YAl 3 HeT, I8 e (forsad) T IS Ge| ! Haga=ierdT & T aRe JHgH
MR, 3R T b qaATS AT BT YorH 3R FWIIBR T Re A I BT Aak®
ATHAT 5, forad fdt oft a1t arha &1 sxagiy WeR A6t fosan e

China refers to Tibet as ‘Xizang’. “In reality, Xizang-related issue is a thorn in
China-India relations and has become a burden for India. Playing the ‘Xizang
card’ will definitely end up shooting oneself in the foot,” the Chinese embassy
spokesperson said.

oA fosga &) AT Hgdar § 1 Yaadm 3 wa, “3rd |, ST & J3T1 ggT WRd-6=
ol § wier § iR URd & e Sigr s g1 ¢ ST BT @amem?ré’ra?w
PeETS! AR ST ghTT 1"

In China, Mr. Jaishankar is expected to hold bilateral talks with his Chinese
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counterpart Wang Yi on the sidelines of the SCO conclave.

I T, o FTagHT B U A THBE T A B 1Y SCO I & R fgueha
qrdl B DI IHIE B

o Mr. Jaishankar’s visit is taking place less than three weeks after Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh travelled to the Chinese port city of Qingdao to participate in the
SCO Defence Ministers’ conference.

ot RiBR B} T A Tare A W HH T S §1¢ 81 Q) 2, O &7 A ISy
Rig 7 9 & dezme e [iereh o1 SR1 favar uT, Sief S19 Sco &M |@fat &
I H HIT forar T

We are reviewing draft regulations to overhaul
teacher training programmes: NCTE Chairperson

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

After calls for broader con-
sultation and “deeper re-
flection” on the National
Council for Teacher Educa-
tion’s (NCTE) proposed
overhaul of teacher train-
ing regulations, the council
is reviewing the draft regu-
lations that were earlier
passed by its council in
March this year.

“We have gone into a
larger consultation with
the Ministry of Education
(MoE), stakeholders, and
experts before finalising
the draft NCTE (Recogni-
tion Norms and Proce-
dure) Regulations 2025,”
NCTE Chairperson Pankaj
Arora told The Hindu.

Aligned with NEP
The council has come up
with new regulations for
teacher training institutes
after a gap of 10 years.

The last revision was
done in 2014. The latest
draft regulations have been

\

= 2

NCTE Chairperson Pankaj Arora (right) at an event with Tamil Nadu
Governor R.N. Ravi in New Delhi. FILE PHOTO

proposed to align with the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020.

The earlier approved
draft, which is now under
review, outlines the pro-
cess for recognising institu-
tions for teacher education
programs, and also ad-
dresses the transition of ex-
isting teacher education
programmes into new
ones aligned with the NEP.

The NCTE had received
up to 6,774 responses bet-
ween February 20 and
March 8 last year, when the

draft was made public for
comments before being
approved by the council.

In the minutes of the
63rd general body meeting
of the NCTE held on March
19 and released on March
24, accessed by The Hindu,
the NCTE had accepted the
recommendations of the
expert committee and ap-
proved the NCTE (Recogni-
tion Norms and Proce-
dure) Regulations, 2025.

It had also decided that
after approval from the
MOoE and legal vetting from

the Ministry of Law, the ap-
proved and vetted regula-
tions will be notified in a
gazette.

“It is an evolving pro-
cess and will not get done
in one shot. We have not
yet issued the gazette noti-
fication, so it is not final-
ised. The Ministry of Law
will notify it after the MoE’s
approval,” Mr. Arora said.

‘No flexibility’

Padma Sarangapani, form-
er NCTE member and Pro-
fessor at the Centre of Ex-
cellence in  Teacher
Education, Tata Institute of
Social Sciences, Mumbiai,
said that in the current
form, the draft regulations
seem to offer no flexibility
in deployment of teachers
within broadly primary
stage and middle/secon-
dary stage, as is the current
practice.

“This is because the
new regulations propose
five segmentations in
teacher education speciali-
sations. It will also be diffi-

cult to fulfil all the deploy-
ment requirements in rural
and remote areas. General-
ly, the proposal is not
aligned with the trends in
the teacher labour mar-
ket,” Ms. Sarangapani said.
“Private schools will not
find it practical to employ
teachers for such specific
stages. Teachers will also
not find it satisfying from a
career point of view to be
boxed into narrow speciali-
sations, and at differential
salaries,” she added.

Expert panel formed
Mr. Arora said that the
NCTE has constituted an
expert committee to look
into the demand-supply
gap of school teachers in
the country.

The committeee com-
prises members from the
MoE, NITI Aayog, National
Institute of Educational
Planning and Administra-
tion, Delhi University, as
well as State councils of
educational research and
training.

NCTE Reviewing New Teacher Training Regulations

TS Rrere ufnemor fraet o afien s @1 8

o After calls for broader consultation and deeper reflection on the National Council
for Teacher Education’s (NCTE) proposed overhaul of teacher training regulations,
the council is reviewing the draft regulations that were earlier passed by its council
in March this year.

frere ufreror fAawt # TeiidE gRT yarfad sgara) R samue wRHEl 3R T8
faR &1 771 & 91e, uRve 59 of ard & gk o gdier fFras) &) gdian o @

gl

e “We have gone into a larger consultation with the Ministry of Education (MoE),
stakeholders, and experts before finalising the draft NCTE (Recognition Norms and
Procedure) Regulations 2025,” said NCTE Chairperson Pankaj Arora.

TRAES sreael Upst SRIST A FeT, “g9 fRIsH HATad (MoE), feduRa! 3R fawwsit
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P 1Y AP WAL fhar 2, 398 Ugd & TS (H=adTr Ards 3N ufshan)
fafeaw 2025 &1 sifaw = fear s

Aligned with NEP
gty Rram Aifd (NEP) & 7=y

The council has come up with new regulations for teacher training institutes after a
gap of 10 years.

ORYG = 10 TUT & SR & TG 11& URIET R & oy ¢ fm TR feu g
The last revision was done in 2014.

O A=Y 2014 T foram 7 o)

The latest draft regulations have been proposed to align with the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

A Hrer FaHt o st Rigm Hifa (NEP) 2020 & srgFy Rarfad foan mar g |
The earlier approved draft, which is now under review, outlines the process for
recognising institutions for teacher education programs and addresses the
transition of existing teacher education programmes into new ones aligned with
the NEP.

Ugd Wigpd AdTel, e 3@ Ieiten o 51 %! 7, Riere e srdwpal & forw
TRITI B! AT ¢ 1 ufear sk Misger Riee Rien sriwdl o Tasht &
Y U HTAHHI H TUIART B ¥@ifdd Bl g |

The NCTE had received up to 6,774 responses between February 20 and March 8
last year when the draft was made public for comments.

& foTE 3@ 741 T, 99 20 BRa A 8 °H & &
Qﬂ?ﬁﬂs‘ﬁwwnmwg‘s‘%ﬁl

In the minutes of the 63rd general body meeting of the NCTE held on March 19
and released on March 24, the NCTE accepted the recommendations of the
expert committee and approved the NCTE (Recognition Norms and Procedure)
Regulations, 2025.

19 AT BT AT 3TN 24 AT Bl AR TIRACTS BT 63T AT TUT BT I5F B
Frdarel 7 T A faxtug gftfa 3 Ry & Wer e sk wRitds
(ATt AEs 3R ufthan) fafaw, 2025 o) Aot &

It was also decided that after approval from the MoE and legal vetting from the
Ministry of Law, the approved regulations will be notified in a gazette.

g *ft ot fora 7T o6 it waATers @Y Het R B HAT @ SR @i
915, Wigpd ad! &I Irea= § rfeRgfera foar Srem |

“It is an evolving process and will not get done in one shot. We have not yet issued
the gazette notification, so it is not finalised,” said Mr. Arora.

5T g, U8 U A Trd gt ufehar 8 3R Ue aR # I e givht| gom anft
T TSTUH ITRRTEAT SR 781 1 2, 39foT U Sifaq U4 T Te gs 21"

‘No flexibility’

Padma Sarangapani, former NCTE member and Professor at Tata Institute of
Social Sciences, said that in its current form, the draft regulations offer no flexibility
in deployment of teachers within broadly primary stage and middle/secondary
stage, unlike the current practice.

T JIYIOT, TICIS &1 Ud Wexg 3R eTeT QT fag ST &) MheR A
g1 % IaaH ©u 8 T™irel o o urafies SR geammeafie wRi & g gt ot
fgfaa & 1 aitemus 7Y 8, o fob ada & vaifera 31
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“This is because the new regulations propose five segmentations in teacher

education specialisations.”

"8 3IfIY § i T g o fRreres fRren faivsrarsit & i faurs wwarfad feg

TR

“It will also be difficult to fulfil all the deployment requirements in rural and remote

areas.”

oreftor 3R gRexTe & & & Wit iy saxgwarsit &1 g1 dHrn f ST g

“Generally, the proposal is not aligned with the trends in the teacher labour

market.”

“HTHIIG:, T8 URTd 1&g/ 49 9T9IR @t ygiral & = T8l o’

“Private schools will not find it practical to employ teachers for such specific stages.”
“Frol Toal &1 37 faRRy wRl R Rigre! o1 Agfad H1 AdgiRS Tg] aiim|”
“Teachers will also not find it satisfying from a career point of view to be boxed into
narrow specialisations and at differ

§eculaﬁ§m — implicit from day one, explicit in 1976

od is dead. God remains dead.
And we have killed him. Yet his
shadow still looms...”, said
Friedrich Nietzsche. As many as
66 Constitutions make some reference to God in
their Preamble. True, Nehru led from the front in
India’s adoption of secularism. He explicitly said
in his autobiography of how what he called
“organized religion” filled him “with horror...
almost always it seemed to stand for a blind belief
and reaction, dogma and bigotry, superstition
and exploitation”. Nehru's strong views on
religion did play a significant role in India’s choice
of secular polity. Unlike today’s politicians, he did
not need religion to succeed in politics.

Though the Supreme Court has said more than
once that the term secular in India does not
connote either strict separation between religion
and state like in France or the non-establishment
of religion like in the United States, the debate on
the artificial imposition of secularism during the
Emergency and the urgent need for its deletion
continues though Indian secularism is rooted in
Emperor Ashoka’s Dhamma and is consistent
with noble ideals of India’s freedom struggle.
Article 51A(b) makes it a fundamental duty of
every citizen “to cherish and uphold noble ideals
which inspired our national struggle for
freedom”. Secularism was one such ideal.

66

Secularism spells autonomy

The advocates of Hindutva think that minorities
have got some special privileges through
secularism and that the time has come to bring
an end to neutrality of the state in religious
matters. Unfortunately, supporters of a theocratic
state do not understand that secularism is
basically good for religions as it protects religions
from state domination and interference. Religions
remain independent and autonomous under
secularism. If a religion becomes state religion,
the state takes over the control of such religion.

Our secularism ensures autonomy of the
Hindu religion and the proponents of Hindutva
must understand this. Has not Islam been
destroyed through various so-called Islamic
states? Mahmud Ghazni and Illtutmish defied the
caliph and assumed the title of king . Zawabit or
state-made laws prevailed over Shariah during
medieval India. Did not Henry VIII defy Papal
authority just to marry Anne Boleyn and create
the Anglican Church with the King as its head. In
the consecration of the Ram temple in January
2024, the state’s decision prevailed over the
theological view of the Shankaracharyas. The
state, not religion, decided what is auspicious.

Is the salvation of souls really the mandate of a
modern state? British Political theorist John
Locke in his famous ‘A Letter Concerning
Toleration’ (1689) forcefully said no because the
state was brought into existence only for
‘procuring, preserving, and advancing’ citizens’
civil interests. Care of souls, he argued, was not
given to the state because the state consists of
only outward force while religion consists of the
inward persuasion of mind. Roger Williams, the
founder of Rhode Island , favoured separation of
the church from the state to protect the garden of
the church from the ‘wilderness of secular
order”.

Secularism could triumph in the 18th century
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because reason triumphed over religions. While
secularism is nothing but an idea of modernity, a
non-secular theocratic state is the relic of the
past. Even if we are fed up with modernity, the
moot question is this: should we become a Saudi
Arabia, an Iran or a Pakistan? An overwhelming
majority of Hindus do not want to emulate these
regressive countries.

The importance of the Ashokan edicts
Should we reject secularism because this term
was not used in the original Constitution? To say
that India’s Constitution became secular in 1976 is
a blatant lie. Like several other things borrowed
from Ashoka the Great who ruled from 268232
BC, the seeds of Indian secularism too can be
traced back to Ashokan edicts. Rajeev Bhargava
has written extensively on the significance of
these edicts. Rejecting the idea of one particular
religion as a state religion, Rock Edict 7 said that
all religions should reside everywhere, for all of
them desire self-control and purity of heart. One
of the biggest problems of today’s India is hate
speech. Rock Edict 12 prohibited glorification of
one’s religion and condemnation of others’
religions. Ashoka’s dhamma was not religion but
the principles of governance, i.e., constitutional
morality and ethics that a king must follow. He
favoured the acceptance and co-existence of
different religions and went beyond mere
toleration.

The Motilal Nehru Committee’s constitution
(1928) which was the first attempt to draft the
Constitution clearly stated in Clause 4(11) that
“there shall be no state religion for the
Commonwealth of India or for any province in
the Commonwealth, nor shall the state either
directly or indirectly endow any religion or give
any preference or impose any disability on
account of religious belief or religious status”.

The Karachi Resolution of the Congress in 1931
which presented the blueprint of a future Swaraj
in Resolution no 2(9), specifically declared that
the “state shall maintain neutrality in regard to all
religions”. Even the Hindu Mahasabha’s draft
constitution of 1944 with V.D. Savarkar’s blessings
too declared in explicit terms in Article 7(15) that
‘there shall be no state religion or either centre or
provinces.’. Why do we refuse to follow even
Savarkar?

On October 17, 1949 when the Preamble of the
Constitution was under discussion in the
Constituent Assembly, H.V. Kamath proposed that
the Preamble should begin with the words “in the
name of God'. We should thank god that in an
overwhelmingly religious country, god lost by 17
votes in a tally of 68 to 41. Similarly, the word
‘secular’ was not specifically included; yet,
members, in one voice, spoke of it being a fait
accompli of a liberal democratic constitution and
consistent with the ideals of our freedom
struggle. No member of the Constituent Assembly
ever proposed a Hindu Rashtra including Syama
Prasad Mookerjee.

Three years prior to the insertion of the word
secular, the Supreme Court had held secularism
to be the basic structure in the Kesavananda
Bharati case (1973). Silences of the Constitution
are equally important. For instance, the words
federal, judicial review, rule of law too have not
been used in the Constitution. But these ideas

have rightly been held as part of the basic
structure.

On the jurisdiction model

If we are really fed up with the separation model
of secularism, we should consider the jurisdiction
model. We have several options from modern
democracies. Certainly, we may declare in the
Constitution that Hinduism (not Hindutva) is the
dominant spiritual heritage of India - just like in
England where the Anglican Church is the official
Church of England and the king is the defender of
faith but recognises equal rights to all citizens
ensuring freedom of religion and prohibiting all
discriminations on the basis of religion. The Irish
Constitution is another model. Its Preamble
begins with the name of the Most Holy Trinity,
but the state cannot endow any religion or
discriminate on religious grounds. Article 3 of the
Greek Constitution declares the Greek Orthodox
Church as the dominant religion. The opening
words of the Preamble are - “In the name of Holy,
Consubstantial and Undivided Trinity’. But
Article 4 talks of the right to equality. Article 5(2)
guarantees the right to life, liberty and honour
without any discrimination based on religion and
gives freedom of religion to all faiths. Muslims of
Western Thrace in fact have the right to elect
their own Mufti (religious and judicial officer) and
their disputes are resolved in accordance with
Islamic law. They have an option of either using
civil courts or sharia courts.

Article 2 of Pakistan’s Constitution declares
Islam as the state religion. Only a Muslim can
occupy high constitutional office. But even the
Preamble itself explicitly lays down that the
‘adequate provision shall be made for the
minorities freely to profess, practice freedom of
religion and develop their culture’. Moreover
Article 36 again says that the state shall safeguard
the legitimate rights and the interests of
minorities including their due representation in
the federal and provincial services. Accordingly,
the Constitution makes a provision of reservation
for them.

Though Article 9 of the Sri Lankan
Constitution falls short of declaring Buddhism as
state religion, it does give “Buddhism’ the
‘foremost place’ and places an obligation on the
state to protect and foster Buddha Sasna. Of
course, it not only guarantees freedom of religion
but (unlike India) in Article 10, explicitly gives
‘freedom to have or adopt a religion or belief of
his choice’. Minorities are governed by their
personal laws and sharia courts function within
the premises of regular courts and High Courts.

Our secularism based on Ashoka’s Dhamma
was designed to allow people to live together in
civility and promote equal respect for all
religions. The state must remain religion neutral.
India’s opposition to Pakistan was based on the
separation of religion and state. The framers of
the Constitution too intended a secular state, and
not a theocratic state. Even the Bharatiya Janata
Party has been insisting on its opposition to the
Congress’s negative secularism and used to
promise positive secularism. If what was implicit m
from day one was merely made explicit in 1976, m
‘Humgama Hai Ku barpa (what is the fuss about’)? o

Qo
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Secularism — implicit from day one, explicit in 1976

AR — Uge O Ve U H, 1976 § WP &Y A

Secularism and Religion in India's Fo_ur]d!ng Principles
YHFRYEET 3R YRd Pt RITIAT Ragial § o

Secularism Spells Autonomy

“God is dead. God remains dead. And we have killed him. Yet his shadow still
looms...” said Friedrich Nietzsche.

“UITAH 1R gH1 g1 HTar 3t off g 81 3R g0 I8 IR ST ¢ 1 o off Suat ora
3ft oft Rt g8 B HRA T U 4 s iext A werl

As many as 66 Constitutions make some reference to God in their Preamble.
TATHT 66 HIAYUTAT 7 30 YRATIAT | WG BT I (ha1 5|

True, Nehru led from the front in India’s adoption of secularism.

5t BT oL 1, g A ddyde Aqa forar yRa § erffFRerar &1 sroa™

He explicitly said in his autobiography how what he called “organized religion”
filled him with horror... almost always it seemed to stand for a blind belief and
reaction, dogma and bigotry, superstition and exploitation.

IBH T THBYT H WP U A Hgl i S 3 “Jfed g Fed 4, 394 I=- HT
A YR fear... 4T gA= I8 Udid gidT o1 i ug s fayrg ik ufafsrar, wnfife
PEal 3R RS, SAUfIYRT 3R =0T H1 Ul Tl

Nehru’s strong views on religion did play a significant role in India’s choice of
secular polity.

éﬁ%ﬁwaﬁaﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁéuﬁ&&rmﬁwm
|

Unlike today’s politicians, he did not need religion to succeed in politics.

Q\jﬁnﬁr%ﬁm&ﬁ%ﬁqﬂ?{ﬂ%ﬂwﬁﬁrﬁammmuﬁm%%Wﬁﬁwqﬁ
|

Though the Supreme Court has said more than once that the term secular in India
does not connote either strict separation between religion and state like in France
or the non-establishment of religion like in the United States,

BTl WA P 7 IR-SR Hal ¢ fb URd H yrifRuer Tsg &1 Aaas o ok Isa
& g FII e (S Wi H) 1 o FtRITYAT BT 7 T (SR Yo I9 3MfenT
) TR,

the debate on the artificial imposition of secularism during the Emergency and
the urgent need for its deletion continues,

TITABTA & SR YHARUET B FEAT AT 3R S SRAIPpfa i drepifas
MTLYH T R 69 R & 8,

though Indian secularism is rooted in Emperor Ashoka’s Dhamma and is consistent
with noble ideals of India’s freedom struggle.

gTaifp HRAT YHARUEIdT JUTe 3rie & 4H & Afgd | 8iR WRd o1 Tad=rar Iay
P TG TGN & HF=U 5

Article 51A(b) makes it a fundamental duty of every citizen “to cherish and uphold
noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for freedom”.

IS¢ 51A(b) T AMR®! @1 T Hifered g s1aT § fb 3“3 e SMexif &l
Secularism was one such ideal.

giffARderar +f v o €Y enexf Tl

Page3 6
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The advocates of Hindutva think that minorities have got some special privileges
through secularism and that the time has come to bring an end to neutrality of
the state in religious matters.

& gude A § [ enffFRuear & areaw @ seuaere &) $9 Ky
fira & 3R 3@ enfifes AT o 59 Pt TR BT 3id HIA BT TG
TR
Unfortunately, supporters of a theocratic state do not understand that secularism is
basically good for religions as it protects religions from state domination and
interference.

U ¥, 1o R Isa & Twie g 51 aerd b enifRaeran uwl & forg
ad: 3 €, Fifeh U8 I & TY MR FEIET F 4w BT & Bl g
Religions remain independent and autonomous under secularism.

iR UeaT & dgd e SR WA 38 d 8
If a religion becomes state religion, the state takes over control of such religion.
g s o o o 59 o1 3, A sy 39 ¥ WR frdEror w) A g
Our secularism ensures autonomy of the Hindu religion and proponents of
Hindutva must understand this.
ORI eRffARerar fEg o &t warawaar g ol 8 ok ffga & auda! o1 ag
LEESISINEY
Has not Islam been destroyed through various so-called Islamic states?
F1 ey faflis auTeia SaTfie sl o A1 J Y A6l gofl?
Mahmud Ghazni and llitutmish defied the caliph and assumed the title of king.
gYg ot 3R STIart=T A famsd & Sragem &t 3R IS &1 RIdre YR faa|
Zawabit or state-made laws prevailed over Shariah during medieval India.
wTaTfaa a1 ¥rea-fAfa S Te@e= yRa J Tiar @ Fw A
Did not Henry VIl defy Papal authority just to marry Anne Boleyn and create the
Anglican Church with the King as its head.
R g1t VIl A Rt 9 Siferst & faarg s & forw vt 3R &1 s/agal Tl &
ot 3R TSI B its head TR Tfierep=1 ad g1 aTs 212
In the consecration of the Ram temple in January 2024, the state’s decision
prevailed over the theological view of the Shankaracharyas.

SITast 2024 ® ¥ iR Ft wfagaen 3, Iy &1 iy gl ot aifie
eI o Y Ul

The state, not religion, decided what is auspicious.

4 A, o g1, g FAofg fea e /gy 81

Is the salvation of souls really the mandate of a modern state?

HT ATHTSN BT el aRad T U YD I5d BT Haod o7

British political theorist John Locke in his famous ‘A Letter Concerning Toleration’
(1689) forcefully said no, because the state was brought into existence only for
procuring, preservmg, and advancing citizens’ civil interests.

fafewr Tomifae RigideR S @fe 3 3t UG T T deR PI=af-1T erend’
(1689) T SR <R AT Hal, Tl IeT Bad ARTRD| & ANTR® f&di ST uTit,
TRegur, 3R IAfA & g eifre o @man man|

He argued that care of souls was not given to the state because the state
consists of only outward force while religion consists of the inward persuasion
of mind.

o b fear fb Asa) ) TSl B S@HT Iy B 8T & 7, i sy
Fad a1l WfRT ¢ Safe e Siae 79 & IRum g |

Roger Williams, the founder of Rhode Island, favoured separation of the church
from the state to protect the garden of the church from the “wilderness of secular
order”.
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IoR fAferawy, S s eMseis & JRITUS U, 3 I9 B I5T A AT B BT IAdF
o drfes =l o1 e “Yoger a1 & SiTer & JRIE TR |

Secularism and Modernity vs Theocratic Models

YHfARYeET 3R smyfiwar s yHfRUe-Tsg disa

Secularism could triumph in the 18th century because reason triumphed over
religions.
AR U 1841 Tt | faorft g1 T@t e ab = 4ul W Sita giia 3t
While secularism is nothing but an idea of modernity, a non-secular theocratic
state is the relic of the past.

e HfARUEdT Bad sNyfear 31 T faaR 7, 981 e R-uvifrder dufyg TSy
eﬁﬁacﬁ I 5|
Even if we are fed up with modernity, the moot question is this: should we become a
Saudi Arabia, an Iran or a Pakistan?

o &1 89 SMYFAHdl I 3d 9 1, aTd Ja! &: 31 GH TShal 3R, X A1 T
CEEIGHTHY

An overwhelming majority of Hindus do not want to emulate these regressive
countries.

Sftrwi=r fevg 1 fUos =N & Tod 18! 1 a18d |

The Importance of.the Ashokan Edicts
32N & RraEl &1 7ga

Should we reject secularism because this term was not used in the original

Constitution?

] g YUY DT TIRIT SRABR B &1 dfeT Hifh 39 e &1 e wiaer= #

Iei g1 fodT 14T UT?

To say that India’s Constitution became secular in 1976 is a blatant lie.

g P [ YR BT WAy 1976 T B eFifFRUE 3T, Th T S o

Like several other things borrowed from Ashoka the Great (who ruled from 268—-232

BC), the seeds of Indian secularism too can be traced back to Ashokan edicts.
H3 3 dd HeTH 3= 3 T 7T (RTehT IRAhIe 268232 ST T4 ),

YR effFRYerar & € 1 e & Rraraal o ure S 9@ §

Rajeev Bhargava has written extensively on the significance of these edicts.

reitg YRtg A 39 RecEl & Jed R A0S €0 ¥ o 8|

Rock Edict 7 rejected idea of one state religion, stating all religions should reside

everywhere, as all desire self-control and purity of heart.

3P Ttae 7 7 T ¥H & (TR &I @RS Hd gU Hel o Gt enf qaft s s+
Y& A1, ifes It ie-waw SR gaa @ ufdsrar 9rgd &

One of the biggest problems of today’s India is hate speech. Rock Edict 12
prohibited glorification of one’s religion and condemnation of others’ religions.

TS & YRA B Tad Fo! IS T I TP § YUIT YT | ISP TIIae 12 3 TH o Hi
AfHT e 3R R oA o1 foigr R ufesy avm

Ashoka’s dharma was not religion but principles of governance—i.e., constitutional
morality and ethics that a king must follow.

3[R BT UH Pl ¥ gl YT, Ticsh ARH P Rigid I—ar daenfre Afawar iR
Afe g, {58 Te ol &I U S A1t

He favoured acceptance and co-existence of different religions and went beyond
mere toleration.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 8


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

6
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

;ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁaﬁ?w@mmwﬁqm 3R Had Fgaiadr I
ed

Historical Drafts and the Secular Polity

AR SR

The Motilal Nehru Committee’s Constitution (1928) clearly stated in Clause 4(11):
no state religion, and the state must not endow any religion or discriminate on
religious grounds.

Hidiard Aee Affd &1 |fAU™ (1928) URT4(11) H WP ¥4 I Hel: H ot 759
o T8 BT AR, SR ITou &1 fpelt enf ot w7 3 a1 nfifer e wR
WGHTT g1 BT a1l

The Karachi Resolution of Congress (1931) (Resolution no 2(9)) declared that the
state shall maintain neutrality in all rellglons

m?ﬂwﬁ’rmﬁ (1931) (ST TAT 2(9)) Df¥T e g fob Ireg |t et &
AT I-1¢

Even the Hindu Mahasabha’s draft constitution of 1944, with V.D. Savarkar’s
blessings, declared in Article 7(15) that ‘there shall be no state religion’ at centre
or provinces.

gl a o g WeTaHT BT 1944 F1 AfFuT= wier, g 1.3t dae: o ggufd
off, 3 3 7(15) § Pl b <1y el 78 g, TR Fg 8w vl

Why do we refuse to follow even Savarkar?

B9 Gg AIGDHR BT UTa- I a1 Bed?

On October 17, 1949, during debates on the Preamble in the Constituent
Assembly, H.V. Kamath proposed that it should begin with ‘in the name of God'.
He lost by 17 votes (68 to 41).

17 FEER, 1949 ! VAU FHT & TRATGHT IR 91 & R Ta.dY. HTHY A T1d
a1 foh 98 “HITaT & ATH W $RY 811 d 17 Hdl | (68-41) 8R T/

Similarly, the word ‘secular’ was not specifically included, yet members agreed it
was a fait accompli of a liberal democratic constitution, consistent with freedom
struggle ideals. No Constituent Assembly member ever proposed a Hindu Rashtra,
including Syama Prasad Mookerjee.

= e, ‘yHfARUer Weg WP U I A &) AT, {5 ot Iewi 3 A fos ug

fRreva-Aedie AU o1 te fAad TRume U1, S Tad=dar 9uy & 1S &

m&wmlﬁémﬂw_mmgﬁﬁﬁﬂ%a—ﬁmﬁﬁgwmﬁaqﬁ
|

Judicial Recognition and Constitutional Silences

Tie Wiepfd ok w@faur =t giarar

Three years before the term was inserted, in Kesavananda Bharati case (1973), the
Supreme Court held that secularism is part of the basic structure of the
Constitution.

I TG & WA 1 3 T Ugdl, poawig U TH0T (1973) T JiH S A A0
& evifRRYerar dfaem &) Mifere I o1 i g

Silence of the Constitution is equally important—for example, words like federal,
judicial review, rule of law are not used in the text, yet their ideas are accepted as
part of the basic structure.

TfAeT &I ﬂ@'lff Wt It gT 'H?ﬁ'l{lﬂ %—BE"IETW & 1%111 federal, judicial review,
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rule of law S g Afdy™ H 781 &, fhr +ft 39 TR basic structure 1 Bz A=
o B
JurisdictionvModeI as an AIternative to Separation Model of Secularism
HISH dTH GYIH I ATSH PI faweg

o If we are really fed up with the separation model of secularism, we should consider
the jurisdiction model.

g gH aRdd § yHfRUST % JUTHI ATsT I 7 31 TP &, ol g8 AMUPR

Aled W fagR o1 A1
e We have several optlons from modern democracies.
TR U MY Adaal 3 $3 fawed g

e One option: declare in the Constitution that Hinduism (not Hindutva) is the
dominant spiritual heritage of India — similar to England, where the Anglican
Church is the official Church of England and the king is defender of faith, but
recognises equal rights to all citizens, ensuring freedom of religion and
prohibiting religious discrimination.

& fddhed: wﬁmﬁaﬁwm%%guﬁ(gaqﬁ)wﬁ TG SMeATfAD
TR & — 9 37cis H Ufiere I Smiree1ive ==l § 3R el ¢ &1 v&iep 3, fd
Tt AT Bt waH TSR w=gar a1 B, o @1 TaFdar Hfda a3, 3R
yTffr WeHTa Ay Hdr Bl

e Another model: Irish Constitution begins its Preamble with the name of the Most
Holy Trinity, but the state cannot endow any religion or discriminate on
religious grounds.

TH 3R ASd: SMARRT | 30T URara1 &1 Yeafd e ufad Agfd & 9w 3
1 §, Ao Wog farelt enf &Y guds Y @ qavar ok unfife SR wR Agura
5l HY Tl

e Greek Constitution Article 3 declares the Greek Orthodox Church as the
dominant religion. Its Preamble begins: “In the name of Holy, Consubstantial and
Undivided Trinity”.

e TRIUT F1 3Tede 3 0N e & B e aifeifeia o g of 21 3o

TS T Bielt o: “Ufas, THERY 3R sifaursa Bigfd & 90 o

o But Article 4 addresses the right to equality, and Article 5(2) guarantees life,
liberty and honour without religious discrimination, giving freedom of religion to
all faiths.

A 3T 4 T JUMGT &1 PR FRufiRd 8, 3R 3rg®e 5(2) wTfife Weua &
fomT Sfta=, Tae=rar 3R R & SIfIPR a1 &, duT |t yHt ot v &Y wearen
YST PR 8|

o Muslims of Western Thrace even have the right to elect their own Mulfti
(religious/judicial officer), and their disputes can be resolved under Islamic law, with
an option to use either civil courts or sharia courts.

uf3m 9 & gl &) o gurdt (enfifer-aiie siftrer)) g7 &1 sifieR 8, 3R
Wﬁmm@w%mmﬁmwmé 1Y g1 9 =18 <l AN 3rererdi
g1 WA reTadl § gaheHT Ia Idhd & |

o Pakistan’s Constitution Article 2 declares Islam as state religion and only a
Muslim can hold high constitutional office, yet its Preamble explicitly states that
minorities shall freely profess and practice their religion and develop their
culture.

I & WA B 3rwde 2 B 3T &Y Iy 4 §ar T § 3R had U
gy 81 3= Gaurfe ue W R 8 Tl g, R+t 3! wedra=r Wy 9 9
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Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

o
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

HEd § o SITUEEI® Wad w4 & 3 o T TaR-TR SR AR B THd &
3R Ut TP fa fawfa &% 9od &

Moreover, Article 36 mandates the state to safeguard legitimate rights of
minorities, including their due representation, and provides for reservations.

T &, TG 36 I P TG F 31 2 % I8 TP H U ARIBRY 3R
o1 ufafAftre 3t vam &, 3R 3% AT SMRE0T BT UawIT Fxal 3 |

Though Sri Lanka’s Constitution Article 9 does not declare Buddhism as state
religion, it gives Buddhism the “foremost place” and obliges the state to protect
and foster Buddha Sasana.

graife et & IRy ot 9 § Tig ¥H B Iy Y Tifg T8t fopar T g,
AP 38 “THE W 301 7101 € 3R oY P! g Y BT W& 3NX Faeh gifda
H P I ST T B

Unlike India, Article 10 explicitly gives freedom to adopt a religion or belief of
one’s choice. Minorities follow personal laws and sharia courts function within
premises of regular and High Courts.

YRA & fAURld, 3rTed¢ 10 WY ¥0 ¥ <dl ¢ o Afad $I 3(U=it URig &1 uH a1 fayry
YT &) e 2| SIS SAfRIT BTAL & SR Iad & MR RTRAT SASTerd
I Ud I YATAY] B YT § H19 Hl ]

Our secularism, based on Ashoka’s Dhamma, was designed to allow people to live
together in civility and promote equal respect for all religions.

BARY YHARUeT, S 3o & 4 TR 1UIRG §, < ! F¥gdT § U 1Y g4 Dt
3FAf et B 3R [t erwf & ufa HH T &) Serar it g

The state must remain religion neutral. India’'s opposition to Pakistan was based
on the separation of religion and state.

T B YHIS I T8 IIRTI HRT Bt UTfped I faRIemH ¢ 3R g &bt

UFHIT TR TR |
The framers of the Constitution intended a secular state, not a theocratic state.

TIYT & RSB aIsil 3 Th YHfARue Isd, 7 {5 fRashfes Ig &t deuqr ot i

Even the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has insisted on opposing Congress’s
negative secularism and promised positive secularism.

Tet d% 6 HIReg si=ar urdt (o) 7 o SR @) TeRTES yHfARuear o1
faRYe fan 3 iR RIS HfRRUear &1 arer faar g1

If what was implicit from day one was merely made explicit in 1976, ‘Humgama
Hai Ku barpa’ (what is the fuss about)?

g S Ugel A g1 SIuee U § AT, 34 1976 H AT WP frar mar, O swWHE $
T (e for o1d &1 87)
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Who are qualified as ‘ordinarily resident’
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What does Section 20 of the Representation of the People Act, 1950 state? Why are migrant workers vulnerable when it comes to classifying themselves as

ordinarily resident in a particular constituency? Are NRIs allowed to vote? What does the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960 govern?

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:

he Election Commission of
India (EC) has initiated a
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)

of the electoral rolls in Bihar.
This has kindled the debate around the
term ‘ordinarily resident’ for the purpose
of being included in the electoral rolls of a
constituency.

Who is ‘ordinarily resident’?

The electoral rolls are prepared by the EC
as per the provisions of the
Representation of the People Act, 1950
(RP Act). Section 19 of the RP Act requires
that a person is ‘ordinarily resident’ in a
constituency for inclusion in its electoral
roll.

Section 20 provides the meaning of the
term ‘ordinarily resident’. It specifies that
a person shall not be deemed to be
‘ordinarily resident’ in a constituency
only because he/she owns or possesses a
dwelling house therein. However, a
person temporarily absent from his/her
place of residence shall continue to be
‘ordinarily resident’ therein. Persons who
are (a) members of armed forces of the
Union, (b) armed police force of a State
serving outside that State, (c) employed
by the Government of India in a post
outside India or (d) holding a
constitutional office declared by the
President in consultation with the EC are
considered, along with their spouse, to be
‘ordinarily resident’ in the constituency
where they would have been ‘ordinarily
resident’ but for such posting. Section
20A was added in 2010 to enable
non-resident Indians who have shifted out
of India, even for long term, to register
and vote in the constituency in which
their address as per passport is located.

The Registration of Electors Rules,
1960 (RER), notified by the Central
government in consultation with the EC,
governs the preparation of. and

On a roll: An advertisement van lov the SIR in Purnia, Bihar on July 9. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

inclusion/exclusion of names in the
electoral rolls as per the provisions of the
RP Act.

What are potential issues?

The requirement of being ‘ordinarily
resident’ for inclusion in the electoral roll
of a constituency is to ensure that the
voter maintains real ties with the
constituency that preserves
representative accountability. It is also
aimed at preventing fraudulent
registrations.

The Gauhati High Court in the
Manmohan Singh case (1999), indicated
that the term ‘ordinarily resident’ shall
mean a habitual resident of that place. It
must be permanent in character and not
temporary or casual. It must be a place
where the person has the intention to

dwell permanently. A reasonable man
must accept him/her as a resident of that
place.

The issue arises when it comes to
migrant labourers. The Periodic Labour
Force Survey of 2020-21 estimated that
around 11% of our population migrated
due to employment related reasons. This
translates to close to 15 crore voters being
migrant labourers within or outside their
States. Some of these migrations are
seasonal in nature where the labourers
return to their ordinary residence for
some months of a year. Many migrant
construction and security workers live in
temporary shacks/residences at their
place of work. They move from one
location to another, within a State or even
in different States, as part of their work.
Thev return to the ordinarv residence in

their home State at regular intervals. They
exercise their right to vote in that place
where their families and children live and
where their properties exist. While they
may not be residing permanently in such
residence, the philosophy behind being
‘ordinarily resident’ as opined by the
courts is broadly fulfilled with respect to
that residence for such migrant workers.

Any migrant has the right to shift
his/her vote to their new place of
residence anywhere in India if they so
desire. However, removal of migrant
voters from the electoral roll of their
original residence by following a strict
interpretation of the term ‘ordinarily
resident’ can vitiate the democratic
process. It may result in their
disenfranchisement as most of them
would not be keen, and neither welcome,
to register as voters in their temporary
place of work.

What can be the way forward?
‘The RP Act provides the option to service
voters, persons holding a declared office
and NRIS to retain the vote in their
constituency even though they may not
be permanently residing in such place.
While it may not be an apple-to-apple
comparison, it must be noted that most
labourers, short-term or long-term,
migrate on account of lack of
opportunities in their region. They
continue to have close connections with
their original residence and choose to
retain their right to vote in such
constituency. The RP Act or the RER may
be suitably amended to preserve the
choice of migrant labourers. Suitable
mechanisms, acceptable to all
stakeholders, to enable participation of
migrant labourers in the elections should
be explored. The issue of migrants
enrolling more than once in different
constituencies should be addressed
separately through Aadhaar ing.
Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Courseware on Polity
Simplified". He currently trains at Officers
IAS Academy. Views expressed are
personal.

THE GIST

v

Section 19 of the RP Act
requires that a person is
‘ordinarily resident’ in a
constituency for inclusion in its
electoral roll.

v

The Gauhati High Court in the
Manmohan Singh case (1999),
indicated that the term
‘ordinarily resident’ shall mean
a habitual resident of that
place. It must be permanent in
character and not temporary
or casual. It must be a place
where the person has the
intention to dwell
permanently.

v

The RP Act provides the option
to service voters, persons
holding a declared office and
NRis to retain the vote in their
constituency even though they
may not be permanently
residing in such place.

Ordinarily Resident and Voting Eligibility
AT w9 & el 3k Adagr &t ursan

Who are qualified as ‘ordinarily resident’?

fp2 =g U ¥ fFari & ¥u # I 9HE1 ST 22

e The electoral rolls are prepared by the EC as per the provisions of the
Representation of the People Act, 1950 (RP Act).
;amﬁi%lm RP SfRIFYH, 1950 3 TTaeT % SR Fafr ST gRT 3R F o

I

e Section 19 of the RP Act requires that a person is ‘ordinarily resident’ in a

constltuency for inclusion in its electoral roll.
DI YRT 19 T AW 1A ¢ fob frdt FRafem &3 &t Taemar 3=t & 9m

wﬁamﬁ%iﬁuwﬁwéﬂaﬁ I ¥ 9 et gl

e Section 20 provides the meaning of the term ‘ordinarily resident’.
YRT 20 R U ¥ O 2eg &1 312 WF FHet 5

o It specifies that a person shall not be deemed to be ‘ordinarily resident’ in a
constituency only because he/she owns or possesses a dwelling house therein.

g W Pl § 1o Hhad bl Mata &= § T HT HIferd g1 A1 IHPT Dol &,
I Afad &I HRI ¥ Y IR g a1 |

e However, a person temporarily absent from his/her place of residence shall continue
to be ‘ordinarily resident’ therein.

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,
Email Id nfo@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Gorakhpur

Page42


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

6
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

BTdifdp, TfE DI TG SRR U F 30+ o RIF ¥ SFURd 8, @ off 39 39 ”IMA
D1 G =0 Y Fardr g1 S

Persons who are (a) members of armed forces of the Union, (b) armed police force of
a State serving outside that State, (c) employed by the Government of India in a post
outside India or (d) holding a constitutional office declared by the President in
consultation with the EC are considered, along with their spouse, to be ‘ordinarily
resident’ in the constituency where they would have been ‘ordinarily resident’ but for
such posting.

3 fad S (a) TY B TRA J137 & T &, (b) IT P TR Yferd 9 & T il
3G T & e JAT1 ¢ @ ©, (¢) HRd PR gRI faer # Fged €, a1 (d) R
EC q WA & §Tq f¥d PIg HAUTeh Ua YRU Hd § — Io 3R 37 i 1
39 falea & &1 <m0 9§ FHarit 7M1 S, 96l 9 39 USRI & foH 1 9
U J fRard ga|

Section 20A was added in 2010 to enable non-resident Indians who have shifted out
of India, even for long term, to register and vote in the constituency in which their
address as per passport is located.

YRT 20A T 2010 H SIIST 74T AT ifcb T FHY ob folg HR & STeR <rad 7Y 3ifart
lﬂ?‘cﬁg%l\l%Rl)BﬂﬁﬁﬁqaﬁﬁﬂGﬁﬂﬂT 3R T HR Yo S8 390! URIUIE & SHTIR
gl |

Registration of Electors Rules, 1960
fFrafas & defievor faw, 1960

The Registration of Electors Rules, 1960 (RER), notified by the Central
government in consultation with the EC, governs the preparation of, and
inclusion/exclusion of names in the electoral rolls as per the provisions of the RP Act.

fafae! & Usiiewvur fATd, 1960 (RER), S g WRBR gRTEC T WL & a1g
SifAgferd fpu U €, RP a0 & Traemi & SR AdardT bt & IRt iR A &
HIAYH/ERRRUT &) (a3 ad g

What are Potential Issues?

T TS T &2

The requirement of being ‘ordinarily resident’ for inclusion in the electoral roll of a
constituency is to ensure that the voter maintains real ties with the constituency that
preserves representative accountability.

forelt fafem &= ) Aderar It & AW MHE FA & [y 9 U 9 Hariy 84 3t
1 I8 YA B & e @ T Aaerar &1 39 &3 ¥ aRdidd deY &1 3g, o™
Yiaffia &1 Slaracd! o B |

It is also aimed at preventing fraudulent registrations.

T URATYSIYO! GoNrUT Bl b & 32T 1 +Ht 3

The Gauhati High Court in the Manmohan Singh case (1999), indicated that the term
‘ordinarily resident’ shall mean a habitual resident of that place.

Mt I T 3 HHe Rig Ard (1999) H Wy fhar o1 f gy =g 3
farit @1 orf 39 R %1 fAafid FAarh g g

It must be permanent in character and not temporary or casual.

g IR Uid &1 g1 AT, SRUTT AT SHIh b Tl |

It must be a place where the person has the intention to dwell permanently.

g 98 YT BT dTgV STg! Afad IR U ¥ g+ BT 311 7@dT 3l |

A reasonable man must accept him/her as a resident of that place.

TP G Afad D 39 39 VI &1 Hardt A= H 37U 6! gl 9lgd|
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Migrant Labourers and Electoral Inclusion

Tart 4f¥e SR HagdT GHIANH

The issue arises when it comes to migrant labourers.

T T ST Bl § oId & TaRi 4THdh! o1 ot 81

The Periodic Labour Force Survey of 2020-21 estimated that around 11% of our
population migrated due to employment-related reasons.

2020-21 1 MaARIEH Y7 T JI&UT (PLFS) & AR, TIHT 11% SGEAT A ASHR
Taeh HRUM J gare fasan

This translates to close to 15 crore voters being migrant labourers within or outside
their States.

g1 31 § fob TTHT 15 RIS AT S0 T 31 Isat & yarft i |

Some of these migrations are seasonal in nature where the labourers return to their
ordinary residence for some months of a year.

T8 U $3 YarH Al 81d ©, 9181 4fie a9 & $E qgHl & forg oo Rt e R
ded Bl

Many migrant construction and security workers live in temporary shacks/residences
at their place of work.

H3 ATl fAAToT SR JRef Hfie o HRE IR SR Fufedr a1 fHaml & X8d g |
They move from one location to another, within a State or even in different States, as
part of their work.

d 30 BTH & AR Uh R F AR R, Udh 51 57 T AT 39 AA| T, ARG
gld 3Bd &

They return to the ordinary residence in their home State at regular intervals.

3 Faflid U § 3o 78 IT9 § Rl e R dfied |

They exercise their right to vote in that place where their families and children live
and where their properties exist. . .
d Y RIM W AAGH B SHYBR TN B & 5161 390 URAR 3R 5= I8d & 3R el
EREIRSEINARIGE

While they may not be residing permanently in such residence, the philosophy
behind being ‘ordinarily resident’ as opined by the courts is broadly fulfilled with
respect to that residence for such migrant workers.

gIdifd d R ¥U § 39 Far & 761 X8 I8 8id, W IrAedl & S8R 9HR &9 3
ot Bt SrauRT ITH I g M & Yeu # S1p gg d T el 71

Any migrant has the right to shift his/her vote to their new place of residence
anywhere in India if they so desire.

TS FaT 1 I8 MABR 3 o afe a8 are df 31U 7T oy M W 4Rd # Fgl 4
A I Jed &l g

However, removal of migrant voters from the electoral roll of their original residence
by following a strict interpretation of the term ‘ordinarily resident’ can vitiate the
democratic process.

BIcitc, Al AT Y J AR &1 HR AR b MUR W YT HAIGTATSHT Bl
3% o (A & AdaIdT I 9 gel fad oirdT €, < I8 Adhdi=g Uihal &l dHeR
&R bl 3|

It may result in their disenfranchisement as most of them would not be keen, and
neither welcome, to register as voters in their temporary place of work.

SO I AR 5 Toball B, Hlfch SAEIDBIR YT U SRR PRIV TR
A & T § Usliau] S & o7l 3aga 181 8Id 3R 7 81 3! 981 WRTd gIdl ]

What can be the way forward?
3T T IRAT T &) Hebell 82
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o The RP Act provides the option to service voters, persons holding a declared office,
and NRIs to retain the vote in their constituency even though they may not be
permanently residing in such place.

RP 31T as Jq1 Fardref, Tifid ug YR 63 arel safekidl, 3R NRIs &1 U8 fasbed
31 ¢ fos 9 39 fafes & & 3o AaifieR §E X, Hd 81 d 981 Rl ¥ 9 e |
ERRGA]

« While it may not be an apple-to-apple comparison, it must be noted that most
labourers, short-term or long-term, migrate on account of lack of opportunities in their
region.
gTeTifos a8 We o 18t §, WR & <1 anfe fo siftraster iffies, a1R sredaiferes gt
ST, 3 & & SawR! &1 HH! & HRUI YA o g |

o They continue to have close connections with their original residence and choose to
retain their right to vote in such constituency.

3 3 4 A ¥ fAdhe ey 9911 @ § 3R 39 fHafed & & HaifiieR §918 g1
T4 B

e The RP Act or the RER may be suitably amended to preserve the choice of migrant
labourers.

RP fIfTT a1 RER H UaRT siffep] &1 g1 B WA ST 1@ &g 3fod SRNe
foaT o A 5|

o Suitable mechanisms, acceptable to all stakeholders, to enable participation of
migrant labourers in the elections should be explored.

it FRTUR®! ! WIH[ ITGad o B! @iel I ofH! gy fSa Jar sfid! &t
AT YRR SHd g1 9o |

o The issue of migrants enrolling more than once in different constituencies should be
addressed separately through Aadhaar seeding.

faftrr fFafem &= & valRiat gRT Ueh T 31 SR AHih Pt THTT B YR ST &
HIEH T 37T ¥ Aaitdd fosar s =nfgul

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper III: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM,
IS)

1.Another Nipah death in Palakkad leads to alert in six
Kerala districts

Ua9P s A U 3R fAurg #id 9 $3a & o8 foral A erad
2.Shubhanshu Shukla prepares for journey back home

YR &1 B Jdl TR arueil #1 dart

3.2027 Census and Indigenous Tribes of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands

2027 STUHET 3R 3iSHM 3R FPIaR gy ayg o
Srfeartt s=enfaar

4.Air India Boeing 787-8 Crash and FAA Communication
TTR ST IS 787-8 gHeT 3k FAA &1 JU9UT
5.Missile Strike on ULFA(l) Leaders in Myanmar
AR # ST (1) Adrsii u= ffrarsa gadanm
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6. Challenges in CUET Admissions in Rural Haryana

SNATuI & JRTTUT SETehi A CUET WasT | gHIfaar

7. Need for a revamp
TSGR P Magddl
8. Smoke and sulphur
¢ 31T 3R TEBR
9. Assessing India’s carbon credit trading scheme targets
YR & DIA hiSc SIS AT & q&T BT Tedih
10.The Changing Landscape of Employment
ISR &1 dgadl

11. Of half a billion mobile money accounts globally, most

are in Africa

gFaT R

MY 3R AGSe A Wl | A

Sfferi=T bt o
12. How will YouTube’s new monetisation policy impact
creators?

P2

Another Nipah death in Palakkad
leads to alert in six Kerala districts

Abdul Latheef Naha
PALAKKAD

A fresh Nipah case in Palak-
kad district of Kerala has
sparked fears that the
deadly virus is still lurking
despite efforts by the
health authorities to con-
tain its spread.

Palakkad reported the
second Nipah case on Sa-
turday night as a 58-year-
old man from Kumaram-
puthur near Mannarkkad
tested positive for the virus
after his death in a private
hospital at Perinthalman-
na. He had been under
treatment at the hospital
with fever.

Even before the official
confirmation from the Na-

tional Institute of Virology
(NIV), Pune, came, health
authorities in Palakkad and
Malappuram districts
swiftly initiated contact
tracing for individuals who
interacted with him over
the past three weeks. As
many as 46 people who
were in contact with the in-
fected person have been
traced.

Apart from the two dis-
tricts, Kozhikode, Thrissur,
Kannur, and Wayanad dis-
tricts have also been put on
alert.

Health Minister Veena
George said on Sunday that
a detailed contact list and
route map had been pre-
pared and was awaiting re-
lease pending confirma-

Close watch

As many as 543 persons across
Kerala, including 46 contacts

of the latest victim, are currently
under observation

[Valappuram ————— ERU

Palakkad 219
| Kozhikode _BREA

| 2in Emakulam The latest
incident is the
sixth Mipoth
cass in Kergalg
within a year

tion from the NIV.
Surveillance  camera

footage was examined to

trace the contacts and to

prepare the route map. A
family tree of the deceased
person too has been
mapped out.

The Minister said that
fieldwork in and around
Kumaramputhur was
ramped up on Sunday. Fev-
er surveillance is going on
and multiple health work-
er teams will conduct
door-to-door visits to allay
fears and provide guidance
on precautions.

“We will bolster our
fight against Nipah by
strengthening the health
teams involved in it and in-
tensifying preventive mea-
sures as soon as we get the
final confirmation from
NIV, Pune,” Ms. George
said.
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Another Nipah
death in Palakkad
leads to alert in
six Kerala
districts

Udahs H U
3R furg dia |
&d & O foral o
e

e Afresh Nipah case
in Palakkad district of
Kerala has sparked fears
that the deadly virus is still
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lurking despite efforts by the health authorities to contain its spread.
P P yagHs ford H fAuTe & T ¢ aid A SR Uar o e § o wrea
SIS & YAl & S1dv[g U8 UTde ariRd 31 Hi feur gen g

o Palakkad reported the second Nipah case on Saturday night as a 58-year-old
man from Kumaramputhur near Mannarkkad tested positive for the virus after his
death in a private hospital at Perinthalmanna.

JAdH S - AR I1d fAUTE &1 a1 aran RUid (6a1 96 T Ra®ss & U
PHRHYR BT 58 TG SafRT &1 Aid & a6 ANYTHAT & TP ol sRuara & o o
frarg utferfea uran

e He had been under treatment at the hospital with fever.

I% TR & SATS P fo1T SRUATA | Heff 4T

Cpntact t!'acing and gi[strict alerts
Tuds R S foret & arerd

o Even before the official confirmation from the National Institute of Virology (NIV),
Pune, health authorities in Palakkad and Malappuram districts swiftly initiated
contact tracing for individuals who interacted with him over the past three weeks.
PTG arRIATSH SR (TASHTEAT), YUl F SR g ¥ usd o, yades iR
TR Rrel § W il ¥ o 91 s 1§ S9% U 1 ST i @) gud
<RI E R Gl

e As many as 46 people who were in contact with the infected person have been
traced.
Yepfid safdd & Tuds § 31T 46 FRI &1 UgETH B &l T8 o

o Apart from the two districts, Kozhikode, Thrissur, Kannur, and Wayanad districts
have also been put on alert.

gﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁ% 3fTaT, difgreis, AR, FIR 3R ara-rs @l &1 +ft erad w @
|

Minister's statement and surveillance steps

A &1 3 ok AR Sur

e Health Minister Veena George said on Sunday that a detailed contact list and
route map had been prepared and was awaiting release pending confirmation from
the NIV.

TRy 1 4o Sifs! A IR 6 Bl & Ue g Wud gEl 8fR e A dOR fha
Ta1 7, O Tt #t yf® & a1e 9’ fasar smem|

o Surveillance camera footage was examined to trace the contacts and to prepare
the route map.

HUP! Pt UgaH 3R T AY TR T & U FAART SR Heo & o d $i T |

o A family tree of the deceased person too has been mapped out.

A% Afad HI URGR g&f off aarR forar man 5|
Local response and preventive action
AHYH B HFRATS
e The Minister said that fieldwork in and around Kumaramputhur was ramped up on
Sunday.

= A g1 [ AR Bt FURAGYR 3R ITS MU & &3 & AT S o B
e w3

e Fever surveillance is going on and multiple health worker teams will conduct door-
to-door visits to allay fears and provide guidance on precautions.
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Shubhanshu Shukla prepares for j

---------------------------

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

Ahead of his journey back
to earth, Indian astronaut
Group Captain Shubhan-
shu Shukla on Sunday said
today’s India looks ambi-
tious, fearless, confident,
and full of pride.

“Forty-one years ago, an
Indian went to space, and
he also described how In-
dia looks from above, and
you all want to know how
India looks from here. Let
me tell you, today’s India
from space looks ambi-
tious, fearless, confident,
and full of pride. Because
of these reasons, I am tell-
ing you again, ‘Aaj ka Bha-
rat abhi bi sare jahan se
acha dikhta hai’ (today’s
India still looks the best in
the world). Let’s meet on
earth soon,” Group Cap-
tain Shukla, said at a fare-
well ceremony on the In-
ternational Space Station
(ISS).

After  two-and-a-half
weeks at the ISS, the Indian
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Hadbar "aef BRI < S|

o “We will bolster our fight against Nipah by strengthening the health teams involved
in it and intensifying preventive measures as soon as we get the final confirmation
from NIV, Pune,” Ms. George said.

50 fure & faeme @s1s &1 SIR a9 B3, 59 forw Tarea St &) Horgd s el
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astronaut will be embark-
ing on his journey back to
earth on Monday.

Group Captain Shukla, a
pilot on the Axiom Mission
4, along with three other
crew members of the mis-
sion, is scheduled to un-
dock from the forward-fac-
ing port of the ISS’s
Harmony module at 4.35
p-m. IST.

The crew’s journey back
to earth would take about
22.5 hours. Following a se-
ries of orbital manoeuvres
after undocking, the Spa-
ceX Dragon capsule carry-
ing the astronauts is ex-
pected to splash down off
the coast of California in
US. at 3 p.m. (IST) on
Tuesday.

“My journey [to the ISS]
is going to get over. But
your and my journey is still
on; the journey of our hu-
man space mission is a
long and also difficult one.
But I can assure you that if
we are determined, even

stars are attainable,”
Group Captain Shukla said.
pride.

Stunning shots: Indian astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla aboard the
International Space Station during his Ax-4 mission. PTI

Thanking fellow astro-
nauts at the ISS, he said
they had made his and
Ax-4 crew members’ stay
special.

“For the last two-and-a-
half weeks, we have done a
lot of science in the station,
[and] outreach activities,
and looked back at earth
when we found time. It al-
most seems magical to me.
These missions have very
far-reaching implications
beyond science and that is

what I believe. Back from
here, I carry with me a lot
of memories, but one thing
that really sticks to me is
what humanity is capable
of when all of us come to-
gether from different parts
of the world and work for a
common goal,” he said.
Group Captain Shukla,
who became the first In-
dian astronaut to go to the
1SS, and the first Indian to
reach space in 41 years,
was to spend up to 14 days

ourney b

ack home

at the ISS. However, his
stay got extended by a few
days.

During his stay at the or-
biting laboratory, he con-
ducted several microgravi-
ty research experiments
proposed by Indians from
national R&D laboratories
and academic institutions.

He also spoke with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, and had a couple of
interactions with the stu-
dent community back
home via ham radio.

The Ax-4 research com-
plement includes around
60 scientific studies and
activities representing 31
countries, including the
U.S., India, Poland, Hun-
gary, Saudi Arabia, Brazil,
Nigeria, the UAE, and na-
tions across Europe.

After splashdown,
Group Captain Shukla will
undergo a rehabilitation
programme for about a
week, under the supervi-
sion of flight surgeons, in
order to adapt back to
earth’s gravity.

Dell

Shubhanshu
Shukla prepares
for journey back
home

T [T Dt
gt U¥ qrat Sl
GRIR

e Ahead of his journey
back to earth, Indian
astronaut Group Captain
Shubhanshu Shukla on
Sunday said today’s India
looks ambitious, fearless,
confident, and full of

gt R aroRft @ ugd R sfafker aEh Iu e TUTR] Y9 A TR 3 w9l fE
3T BT URE WgaaTdieh, e, snafayrft ok 1d ¥ wRT g s ar 7|

+ “Forty-one years ago, an Indian went to space, and he also described how India
looks from above, and you all want to know how India looks from here.
"FHATA I AT Ugd, U R Sfaie & a7 o, 3R I 1l SR I YR o
feaan 8, 78 Sarn o1, 3R 3y eft ST are § o YR Iet @ S fyaan 81

o Let me tell you, today’s India from space looks ambitious, fearless, confident, and
full of pride.

T 3MTUH! ST el
Td | URT g g

gﬁamaﬁrwaﬁﬁ&rﬁm&ﬁ, e, smefayRit oiv
|

o Because of these reasons, | am telling you again, ‘Aaj ka Bharat abhi bi sare jahan
se acha dikhta hai'. Let’'s meet on earth soon,” Group Captain Shukla said at a
farewell ceremony on the International Space Station (ISS).

S5 HRUN 9, T R Hgdl g, '3ieT &1 YR 3t off ar oiei & oot femar @11 fe

Qe IR o] e §," P9 HP YT 7 SeRRIPI SHaivel R (ISS) W T fars
IR § H3T|
o After two-and-a-half weeks at the ISS, the Indian astronaut will be embarking on his
journey back to earth on Monday.

eTS IWTg 1SS W ¥ & §1e, YR 3idfkel aE SHaR &l Jdt 1R It &1 amn

L= Dl

e Group Captain Shukla, a pilot on the Axiom Mission 4 (Ax-4), along with three
other crew members, is scheduled to undock from the forward-facing port of the
ISS’s Harmony module at 4.35 p.m. IST.
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The crew’s journey back to earth would take about 22.5 hours.

% DI Gl O aTO B AT T TRIUAT 22.5 G T

Following a series of orbital manoeuvres after undocking, the SpaceX Dragon
capsule carrying the astronauts is expected to splash down off the coast of
California in the U.S. at 3 p.m. (IST) on Tuesday.

SIHT & FIC BT B 3 AN & ggra, siafker afal &) AdH o7 et
WU 3T $RIA ARG F Hfrwiffar ae W deaar &1 ghugs 3 a9 (IST)
TATSTST BT |

“My journey [to the ISS] is going to get over. But your and my journey is still on; the
journey of our human space mission is a long and also difficult one.

T 1SS P AT TH B aTeht 71 Afo Suapt 3R A8 7 anft off It §; o
ATTa 3fafer frke &) g et ok oA 7

But | can assure you that if we are determined, even stars are attainable,” Group
Captain Shukla said.

AfceT T I MY FR Ih § o afe g0 T MR 8 O Rar ot a1fre fsw
S §," U HP Y A Hgl|

Thanking fellow astronauts at the ISS, he said they had made his and Ax-4 crew
members’ stay special.

3I5i 1SS T 30 IR} T ¢=IdTG Hd §U BT [ 361 SD! 3R Ax-4 F HI AET
! o=y &1 fea

“For the last two-and-a-half weeks, we have done a lot of science in the station,
[and] outreach activities, and looked back at earth when we found time. It almost
seems magical to me. '

“USd 215 gl 1 80 T H 9gd IR aF1® WaNT, Sud TfafafRmEr &f ofiR
9 T T a9 gt &t FERTI 98 99 TR U a9 Siigg o 6

These missions have very far-reaching implications beyond science and that is
what | believe.

3 R &1 o g A W 4 9gd sarue UHE g 7, 3R & 53 W fayrg e
Bl

Back from here, | carry with me a lot of memories, but one thing that really sticks to
me is what humanity is capable of when all of us come together from different parts
of the world and work for a common goal,” he said.

Tg1 ¥ 199 ST 99T H = IR Wferai AR o 387 §, Al off a1 G 9ad Sarel
THITI SRl 98 e ¢ b S1e g & fafire iRt ¥ ol uep e Ie¥ & fow ue
T 1A §, < AT T $S Y APl 8,” 3614 Hal|

Group Captain Shukla, who became the first Indian astronaut to go to the ISS,

and the first Indian to reach space in 41 years, was to spend up to 14 days at the
ISS.

9 P Y&, ST ISS R oM 9T Ugd MR 3iafves arft sik 41 auf arg siafver
H O 9Tel Ugd UG o4, 35 14 37 1SS WR 361 Ul

However, his stay got extended by a few days.

gIdifds, 31 Ud $o fal o o e faar )

During his stay at the orbiting laboratory, he conducted several microgravity
research experiments proposed by Indians from national R&D laboratories and
academic institutions.

ISS B! 39 Hefta FARTRITET & 30 YTy & GRH, I61H HRd P I SrHUT
TARTRITETSHT 3R R&Ord TR GRT TRAIfad $s AIShIATAET S=UT™ YT fh |

He also spoke with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and had a couple of
interactions with the student community back home via ham radio.
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The Ax-4 research complement includes around 60 scientific studies and

activities representing 31 countries, including the U.S., India, Poland, Hungary,
Saudi Arabia, Brazil, Nigeria, UAE, and nations across Europe.

Ax-4 AU

H THIT 60 AT gy 3R nfafafirar wfia 8, S 31

AT, gus iR R Q@RI & 39 it g

After splashdown, Group Captain Shukla will undergo a rehabilitation programme

for about a week, under the supervision of flight surgeons, in order to adapt back

‘Reaching Jarawa
tribe of Andaman
Islands for Census
will not be tough’

...........................

.........................

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Conducting the 2027 Cen-
sus among the six main in-
digenous tribes in the An-
daman  and  Nicobar
Islands will not be tough as
the Union government has
already made contact and
is running several welfare
measures for these tribes,
says physician Ratan Chan-
dra Kar, speaking to The
Hindu.

The government has an-
nounced that the 16th Cen-
sus will take place in two
phases, with the reference
date of October 1, 2026 in
snow-bound areas such as
Ladakh, and March 1, 2027
in the rest of the country.

Dr. Kar, who played an
important role in provid-
ing healthcare to the Jara-
wa tribe of the Andaman
Islands, began his work
with the tribes in 1998,
combating a devastating
measles outbreak in 1999
that threatened the tribe’s
existence.

The Jarawas are one of
the world’s oldest surviv-
ing tribes and are mostly
hunter-gatherers, living in
nomadic bands of 40 to 50
individuals.

Explaining the popula-
tion growth trajectory of
the tribe, he says the Jara-
was met the local popula-
tion in September 1998.

The 2011 Census record-
ed 380 Jarawa individuals
out of the 28,530 Sche-
duled Tribe individuals
across Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands. The communi-
ties counted under the ST
population also included
Andamanese, Nicobarese,
Shompen, Onge, and Sen-
tinelese. Except the Nico-
barese, all communities
have been classified as Par-
ticularly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups (PVTGs).

With the next Census
yet to be conducted, the
Tribal Affairs Ministry has
found it challenging to esti-
mate the population of
PVTGs, including in the
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands, while implementing
targeted scheme-delivery
programmes like the PM-
JANMAN for PVTG house-
holds. According to this
scheme’s progress, the go-
vernment has been able to
identify 191 PVTG indivi-
duals in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands.

“At that time, their pop-
ulation was 260 and as of
today, their population has
increased to 647. This in-
crease has been possible
and achieved on account

U .
The Jarawas, one of the world’s
oldest surviving tribes, are
mostly hunter-gatherers.

of the Central govern-
ment’s successful attempt
to establish meaningful
contact with them, win-
ning their trust and deve-
loping friendly relations,”
Dr. Kar says.

He explains that in 1998,
the population count was
more of a “guess or esti-
mate” based on limited
contact but that the popu-
lation count as of 2025 is
“far more accurate” given
the extent of contact made
since then and the use of
satellite imagery for this
purpose.

Dr. Kar adds that the go-
vernment has been able to
provide sustained, target-
ed, and proactive medical
care as and when required
and because of this “we
have successfully coun-
tered all such occurrences
of new diseases/infections
(measles, malaria, con-
junctivitis, mumps, hepati-
tis, and others) without
any significant mortality.
The policy decision taken
to provide proactive and
preventive medical cover-
age without interfering in
their own medicinal prac-
tices has led to this
achievement of increase in
population,” he says, ad-
ding that this trust will en-
sure that officials get full
access during the upcom-
ing Census activity.

Andaman Trunk Road
Speaking about the impact
of the Andaman Trunk
Road (ATR) in terms of ac-
cess and intrusion in the
tribal settlement, he says
the best chance of survival
for the Jarawas is “we leave
them alone with minimal
intervention”.

“The tribe doesn’t suffer
from any lifestyle disease
including heart problems,
diabetes, hypertension etc,
deliveries are almost al-
ways normal and normal
life span is up to 50 plus
now. We only need to offer
modern medical care as a
supplement to their own
system of natural medicine
and immunity,” he says.

to earth’s gravity.

& d1C, U HP Y THT TP JWTE b T3S Joi-) bt
R & qate ST I ToRT diid d Jdt & TEardyur § fhe |
ITHAT B b |

2027 Census and Indigenous Tribes of
Andaman and Nicobar Islands

2027 SITOMT 3R 3(EHAM iR A ieR gy
HYE Dt SMfearst SoTferar

e Conducting the 2027 Census among the six main indigenous
tribes in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands will not be tough as the
Union government has already made contact and is running several
welfare measures for these tribes, says physician Ratan Chandra
Kar, speaking to The Hindu.

2027 @} SRIUFT &1 $EHM 3R AP IER g1 I8 & 88 g
fearit senfaat & o B gRed T8l g Fife Fx IWPR Ugd
& T TG B gH! 8 3R 7 SHoiadl & (o Hs HeITuIeRI IU
T 3 ], T Ped & Ffbeas Yo+ 9% &, B ¢ Bz ad &t

e The government has announced that the 16th Census will take
place in two phases, with the reference date of October 1, 2026 in
snow-bound areas such as Ladakh, and March 1, 2027 in the rest of
the country.

WRPHR = G0 Bt § [ 169t S0 &t ARl & Smiford &t Se,
oo ath & T &= S wgRa & fore we fafy 1 sragar 2026 Bt
3R =1 & gt fewl & forw 1 |t 2027 gRH
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Dr. Kar, who played an important role in providing healthcare to the Jarawa tribe of
the Andaman Islands, began his work with the tribes in 1998, combating a
devastating measles outbreak in 1999 that threatened the tribe’s existence.

ST B, SR 35T giul &t SRTaT Seld Y WA a1 UM - § Agayuf
AT TS, 3 1998 T SIS & T U1 HTH Y& (a1 3R 1999 H TR & TH
fAT=IeRI UHIu 9 TSI &1, f5e Sefa & 31 o War o S1d faan ot

The Jarawas are one of the world’s oldest surviving tribes and are mostly hunter-
gatherers, living in nomadic bands of 40 to 50 individuals.

SRTAT g1 &t Jad Ui Sshifad senfaal § 9t § 9k 3 SR R
HUEHd! §, o 40 A 50 SfRTal b TH THE! H 364 B

Explaining the population growth trajectory of the tribe, he says the Jarawas met
the local population in September 1998.

SIS &1 RIS g @ fa=m &1 gueid U d wgd § fob wRmarsit = RiTig
STaTt T Rydar 1998 T Tudh fasar |

The 2011 Census recorded 380 Jarawa individuals out of the 28,530 Scheduled
Tribe individuals across Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

2011 B} TRTOMT § 3fSAM 3R FdaR gl & $d 28,530 SIIGfRIA ST
faTal 7 ¥ 380 SIRTAT SfdRT gl (Y T 3|

The communities counted under the ST population also included Andamanese,
Nicobarese, Shompen, Onge, and Sentinelese.

SGfd SIS (ST) &1 SHee | ieurie, fFelaris, 2, ot ik
Sfeelter gger «f =nfie A
Except the Nicobarese, all communities have been classified as Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGSs).

APl o BieH ad! it [ 3! IR T U J $USIR SHE I9g
(PVTGs) & &Y H qificpd fobar T
With the next Census yet to be conducted, the Tribal Affairs Ministry has found it
challenging to estimate the population of PVTGs, including in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, while implementing targeted scheme-delivery programmes like
the PM-JANMAN for PVTG households.

SATCR STOAT 37T STATOTT 18T 85 6, SO SFSTd g SR HATAd HI PVTGs Bt
SFTH®IT BT A T A0 @, fadvar sisur iR AdleR v 3qg
T, Safer 98 PVTG URaR] & fore aféra aiemng, o dieq-s=a ar #R @18 |
According to this scheme’s progress, the government has been able to identify 191
PVTG individuals in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

2 o & WA & SR, WBHR A 3SHM 3R FHaR giai & 191 PVTG aafaaal
EARGEIR TN

“At that time, their population was 260 and as of today, their population has
increased to 647.

3G THY 3| SETT 260 Ut 3R 317 Pt ARG H I8 TS 9 bR 647 81 TS g
This increase has been possible and achieved on account of the Central
government’s successful attempt to establish meaningful contact, win their
trust, and develop friendly relations,” Dr. Kar says.

78 gfg $% WHR & AGhd TR B! aoie § IH &) 9! 8, g 397 arde dud
w1t o, ST fayry sitar, iR fpraa Wey fawfa feg, ST R Fed §

He explains that in 1998, the population count was more of a “guess or estimate”
based on limited contact but that the population count as of 2025 is “far more
accurate” given the extent of contact made since then and the use of satellite
imagery for this purpose.

d 9ATd § T 1998 T ST TUMT T YHR BT “SFHTT UT S Hifda "o R
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Dr. Kar adds that the government has been able to provide sustained, targeted,
and proactive medical care as and when required and because of this “we have
successfully countered all such occurrences of new diseases/infections (measles,
malaria, conjunctivitis, mumps, hepatitis, and others) without any significant

mortality.

ST B S H5d § [ WHR Had, Afea 3R afera fafeen sawe s
IUTS BRI T T&H 5T § SR S HRUT “FHA WIRT, TARAT, F=0, Taga,
Uersfey 3R mﬁﬁnﬁmﬁaﬁﬁm%aﬁaﬂﬁmﬁ%
Jwadyde Fafd faa gl
The policy decision taken to provide proactive and preventive medical coverage
without interfering in their own medicinal practices has led to this achievement of
increase in population,” he says, adding that this trust will ensure that officials get

full access during the upcoming Census activity.

G@ﬁw%wﬁmaﬁﬁwmaﬁvwamamm SN 37! et

e ugfoal A gwaaly fpu fam s 12, 3 Sewiven # 9fS U &7 § gee

%%l%ﬁmgﬁ@amﬁﬁ&mmﬁrééamaﬁmﬁﬁaﬁwu@
|

Andaman Trunk Road (ATR)
3EHM ¢& IS (ATR)

Speaking about the impact of the Andaman Trunk Road (ATR) in terms of access
and intrusion in the tribal settlement, he says the best chance of survival for the
Jarawas is “we leave them alone with minimal intervention”.

amwgwﬁmmm%wmzﬁvw&h%umwaﬁmﬁ@z%m%ﬁﬁ
SRTaTe} & SHfad T8 1 Jad =St UG U8 § fh 50 3% b1 8IS ¢ 3R

No urgent safety concern
in Al crash report: FAA

The US. regulator makes no new recommendation of safety measures for Boeing 787-8; it reminds

counterparts of 2018 advisory on potential disengagement of lock on fuel switches on the aircraft

NEW DELHI

he U.S. aviation sa-
T fety regulator Fed-
eral Aviation Admi-
nistration  (FAA)  has
written to its counterparts
around the world acknow-
ledging the preliminary
findings in the Air India
Boeing 787-8 crash of June
12 and informing them that
the report has “found no
urgent safety concerns” re-
lated either to the engines
or airplane systems of the
aircraft type, according to
a senior official of the Mi-
nistry of Civil Aviation.
The interim report of
the Aircraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau (AAIB), the
Indian agency investigat-
ing the crash, stated that
the switches that supplied
fuel to the two engines on
the aircraft shifted or
“transitioned” to the ‘CU-
TOFF’ position three se-
conds after the aircraft be-
came airborne. Later,
there was a loss of engine
thrust and both engines
shut down, resulting in the
crash.
In its July 11 notification,
the FAA also acknow-
ledged the reference in the

Under scanner: A file photo of the wreckage from the Boeing 787-8
crash in Ahmedabad on June 12. pTi

report to its advisory in De-
cember 2018 about the po-
tential of the lock on the
switch that supplies fuel to
the engine getting disen-
gaged. But the U.S. regula-
tor made no new recom-
mendations on safety
measures needed by air-
lines. “The FAA has said
that it will continue to
share relevant informa-
tion,” the official quoted
above said.

Two-step action

The switches are guarded
by brackets and feature a
spring-loaded locking me-
chanism in order to pre-
vent accidental activation.

To move a switch from
RUN to CUTOFF, a pilot has
to perform a two-step ac-
tion — lift the switch over a
metal stop before pulling it
down. While the FAA has
not provided any new gui-
dance, it has reminded the
civil aviation authorities
about its previous adviso-
ry, i.e, Special Airworthi-
ness Information Bulletin
(SAIB) dated December 17,
2018. There are 77 airlines
across the world that have
the Boeing 787 aircraft in
their fleet. There are 171
Boeing 787 aircraft in the
U.S., and 1,189 across the
world.

The AAIB report said

that Air India did not carry
out the recommendations
made in the FAA’s 2018 ad-
visory on the potential dis-
engagement of the lock on
the fuel switches that re-
quired inspection of air-
craft, as well as replace-
ment of the switches
carrying specific  serial
numbers with “an im-
proved locking feature”. It
added that Air India ex-
plained that this was so be-
cause the FAA bulletin
“was an advisory and not
mandatory”. The report al-
so found that no defects in
the fuel control switch of
this aircraft had been re-
ported after 2023, when
the throttle control mo-
dule of the cockpit control
panel was last replaced on
this aircraft.

The FAA’s Special Air-
worthiness  Information
Bulletin dated December
16, 2018, said the airwor-
thiness concern is not an
unsafe condition that
would warrant airworthi-
ness directive (AD) action.
While an advisory provides
a non-mandatory  gui-
dance, an AD provides
mandatory guidance and
recommendations to en-
sure airworthy aircraft.

AqH §EI&Y DY |

o “The tribe doesn’t suffer
from any lifestyle disease
including heart problems,
diabetes, hypertension etc,
deliveries are almost always
normal, and normal life span is
up to 50 plus now.

“Tg Siorta forddt oft shtarient
e SR T ufa 78 8 o
T4 I, AYHE, S Gy
31T, TT THRTHAT GERT AT Bid
§ 3R 31d 3! THT 3T 50 a9
T 3iferp g1

e We only need to offer
modern medical care as a
supplement to their own system
of natural medicine and
immunity,” he says.

B Had 370! UTpfad e
3R ufaRem yonelt & Reb & T4

ganj Road, Gorakhpur

Page5 2


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

# anyfiie fafee S@uTa U $37 3 Saxasdl 8,” I $5d
Air India Boeing 787-8 Crash and FAA Communication

IR SF3AT 9157 787-8 GHeT 3R FAA & WUl

e The U.S. aviation safety regulator Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has
written to its counterparts around the world acknowledging the preliminary findings in
the Air India Boeing 787-8 crash of June 12 and informing them that the report has
“found no urgent safety concerns” related either to the engines or airplane
systems of the aircraft type, according to a senior official of the Ministry of Civil
Aviation.

3Rt fammm JRen Aame eva TfausH Tsfafae= (FAA) A gFaT iR &
30 THGET DI U fergax 12 S &1 TR &1 9157 787-8 gHe & URMS RUie
o WHR fHar g iR I gfad fevar g for o & g1 ar fawm= yonferal @ Tefda
DIS "dhTd G FRiaT 8! U1 718 7, I8 TFORI ARG 339 WA & UdH aikg
BT A &

e The interim report of the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB), the
Indian agency investigating the crash, stated that the switches that supplied fuel to
the two engines on the aircraft shifted or “transitioned” to the ‘CUTOFF’ position
three seconds after the aircraft became airborne.

S gHcAl B O R Ja] YR Lok famT gdedn St &R1 (AAIB) &I 3iafid
ae o @g1 T B o famm & ST Somi @ 38 STy $-A ad R SSA WA &
71 9Fs 91¢ "cUTOFF' fRUfa & "=ymiaia” 81 i

o Later, there was a loss of engine thrust and both engines shut down, resulting in

the crash.

sﬂ%aggmﬂaﬁw%(thrust)mﬁniaﬁ?ﬁmaaﬁw,ﬁﬁ%w
|

¢ Inits July 11 notification, the FAA also acknowledged the reference in the report to
its advisory in December 2018 about the potential of the lock on the switch that
supplies fuel to the engine getting disengaged.

3T 11 AT & Aifefhdea O, FAA A RO I fedar 2018 5t 3rusit Tere o off
I WHR o 3, o gem Smyfef w3 ardt R iR d@fe & g Y |AHTa= T
P IooT T

e But the U.S. regulator made no new recommendations on safety measures
needed by airlines.

Afer SR fam® 3 ToRaTsH! & fore JRe&m IuTdl WR Hig A5 RIBTR 781 o1 |
o “The FAA has said that it will continue to share relevant information,” the official
quoted above said.

IR SHABRY & IR, "FAA 7 HET g b 98 FafRrd SIFSRY AT a1 I 1"

Two-step action

31-=Rfty fepar

e The switches are guarded by brackets and feature a spring-loaded locking
mechanism in order to prevent accidental activation.
& 3Pca A TRiEM 213 § 3R qHd-aie difeh T o 2T § dif Terelt & wfgpa 811
SEESINED

e To move a switch from RUN to CUTOFF, a pilot has to perform a two-step action —
lift the switch over a metal stop before pulling it down.
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RUN ¥ CUTOFF IR a9 &1 of oIF & forg, uradic &1 gt aron @ foram 31 g1l ©
— Ugd f&y" ) U1g Wi A SWR I3, R 39 i Wil

While the FAA has not provided any new guidance, it has reminded the civil
aviation authorities about its previous advisory, i.e., Special Airworthiness
Information Bulletin (SAIB) dated December 17, 2018.

BTl FAA - 13 5 fam-Figsr =81 fau &, dfebT 397 AriRes Iga Uit &l
17m§2018ﬁﬁﬁum-ﬁwmgﬁﬁ?(SAlB)a%’rugd’rmaﬁm
faars 81

There are 77 airlines across the world that have the Boeing 787 aircraft in their
fleet.

T R T 77 wARErEY € e 99 H 91g7 787 fau €
There are 171 Boemg 787 aircraft in the U.S., and 1,189 across the world.
T T SARBT H 171 SR gt W H 1, 189 sET 787 fAwH B

AAIB Report Findings

AAIB rOid & e

The AAIB report said that Air India did not carry out the recommendations made
in the FAA’s 2018 advisory on the potential disengagement of the lock on the
fuel switches.

AAIB fraYé & o1 a1 B fo waR f$ar A Seq e & die & geq & SHETT )R
FAA ©1 2018 ®1 TATg D1 RIBIRI &I AR ! fan

The advisory required inspection of aircraft and replacement of the switches
carrying specific serial numbers with “an improved locking feature”.

39 garg | faumi @1 9w ok fAféy Hifvaa v amat faai &) dgar aifen
gfaur arel &5l 9 Igem o1 sfradavanr At

It added that Air India explained that this was so because the FAA bulletin “was
an advisory and not mandatory.”

SO SireT a1 i Tar Ef&an 3 ag wdieur far fo v safere o1 ifes FAA
gafed "ue gars A, sifvrard &t A
The report also found that no defects in the fuel control switch of this aircraft had

been reported after 2023, when the throttle control module of the cockpit control
panel was last replaced on this aircraft.

farc & gg ot urn T o 2023 F 91 39 fau A W@ s Raa ¥ 318 wRmEt
f¥are 78t 1 713, 91d fau & Sl e fAeur i9a & Ufed s disge & sifaw
IR F&aT 14T AT

FAA Bulletin Details
FAA gafesT &1 faavor

The FAA’s Special Airworthiness Information Bulletin dated December 16, 2018,

said the airworthiness concern is not an unsafe condition that would warrant
airworthiness directive (AD) action.

FAA &1 faR arg-aivardT a1 gafe 16 fedar 2018 &1 SRY foban a1, forgd
Ww%wmﬁwﬁmwm&mmqﬁ%ﬁﬁ?mmﬁ%ﬂ
(AD) HRATS & Iad et
While an advisory provides non-mandatory guidance, an AD provides
mandatory guidance and recommendations to ensure airworthy aircraft.

g1 Ueh HTg dehetes HRIGRIA U™ &Rl 8, del U AD 3ifrard fezm-fadr eiv
RIeRRY ver &var g arfe fawm &t arg-aivaar gffda o o1 |
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ULFA(I) says missile
strike killed two top
leaders in Myanmar

The Hindu Bureau

The banned United Libera-
tion Front of Asom (Inde-
pendent), or ULFA(I), on
Sunday claimed that a mis-
sile strike by what it de-
scribed as “colonial occu-
pational forces” killed two
of its top commanders at a
camp located in Myanmar.

The outfit, in a state-
ment, said the attack oc-
curred during the funeral
of its senior leader, “Lieu-
tenant General” Nayan
Asom, who it claimed had
earlier been killed in a
drone strike.

According to unverified
reports from Myanmar’s
Sagaing Division, drone at-
tacks also targeted camps
of the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (Kha-
plang), or NSCN(K). The
ULFA(I) and the NSCN(K)
are believed to share loca-
tions in the region, which
lies across the 1,643-km-
long India-Myanmar
border.

ULFA(D) identified the
deceased as “Brigadier”
Ganesh Asom and “Colo-
nel” Pradip Asom, stating
they were killed in the ear-
ly hours of July 13. It furth-
er claimed that “several
members of the outfit and
some civilians” sustained
injuries in the incident.

“The occupational forc-
es have continued the at-
tack in the areas using
fighter jets. We want to tell
the indigenous people of
Assam that we will avenge
this brutal attack carried
out by the colonial nation,”
the group said.

The outfit, led by Paresh
Baruah, continues to refer
to the Indian government
as a “colonial” power and
labels Indian security forc-
es as “occupational forc-
es”. ULFA(I) remains the
only armed group in As-
sam that has not entered
into a ceasefire or signed
any peace agreement with
the Centre. It has main-
tained that talks can only
take place if the issue of As-
sam’s sovereignty is on the
agenda.

The Indian Army and
the Assam Rifles — tasked
with securing the India-
Myanmar frontier— said
they were unaware of any
operation of this nature in-
side Myanmar. “There are
no inputs with us on the
operation,” said Lt. Col.
Mahendra Rawat, a Guwa-

hati-based defence
spokesperson.
Assam Chief Minister Hi-

manta Biswa Sarma said he
came to know about
the the ULFA(I)’s claims
but denied any involve-
ment of State forces.

Missile Strike on ULFA(Il) Leaders in
Myanmar

RHR § 3T (1) Adrsii uR fsd gqan

e The banned United Liberation Front of Asom
(Independent), or ULFA(I), on Sunday claimed that a missile
strike by what it described as “colonial occupational forces”
killed two of its top commanders at a camp located in
Myanmar.

Uisfed gArges fofae®™ the 31t 3y (Sfetsc) Tt ULFA(I)
3 IR &1 3rar fova % “siuf~afie wet are! arddl” gRI
mwmmﬁw@mww:amaw
PHHIST AR Y|

« The outfit, in a statement, said the attack occurred
during the funeral of its senior leader, “Lieutenant General”
Nayan Asom, who it claimed had earlier been killed in a
drone strike.
I3 A U 99 | ol fob I8 gHel ISP aRy AdT “aftee
SR TG 3 FH & 3ifeH PR P R g3, S Tgd $I
A | WRT T AT

e According to unverified reports from Myanmar’s
Sagaing Division, drone attacks also targeted camps of the
National Socialist Council of Nagaland (Khaplang), or
NSCN(K).
AR & TS fEdter & forelt srmmire Raitel & sigar
S gHal A AT iRIfere HIEfid 3w ARTdS (@Ttram)
T NSCN(K) & IRt &1 ot =i s-man |

e The ULFA(l) and the NSCN(K) are believed to share
locations in the region, which lies across the 1,643-km-long
India—Myanmar border.

YT AT 71T § f ULFA(I) 3R NSCN(K) 39 &7 & T 8 ®ITH
ﬁgﬂ%%’,sﬁwmﬁwﬁﬁaﬁﬁm-w;ﬁméw
|

ULFA(I) identified the deceased as “Brigadier” Ganesh Asom and “Colonel”
Pradip Asom, stating they were killed in the early hours of July 13.

ULFA() 3 5051 & Tga RRIfEaR Torsr 3 ok “Seter Tély 3w & w0 &
, 3R FE foh 9 13 JT8 B! Yag AR Y|
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injuries in the incident.
TS 7 3T gTaT fhaT o 0 a1 § WiTeH & +8 We 3R $© AN uTgd gu|
o “The occupational forces have continued the attack in the areas using fighter jets.
We want to tell the indigenous people of Assam that we will avenge this brutal
attack carried out by the colonial nation,” the group said.
roat aTelt ATl § 37 431 § weTE Rl 31
3rY & e el ) ST =1ed € o 57 39 g gHa &l aqen ail, Bl
3Tufafkies Iy 3 efemH faan,” ira A Sl
e The outfit, led by Paresh Baruah, continues to refer to the Indian government as a
‘colonial” power and labels Indian security forces as “occupational forces”.
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A I I8 W16 39 W YRd TRPR D

YR YR&IT Tl B! “BoolT B arell didpa” Heal gl
e ULFA(I) remains the only armed group in Assam that has not entered into a
ceasefire or signed any peace agreement with the Centre.

ULFA(I) 318 Yt 3191 &1 THHTT IRd 998

g for
g@ﬁﬂnm%ﬁ?mﬁﬁimﬁm@mm%

It further claimed that “several members of the outfit and some civilians” sustained

SUANT ISP gHA ORI XA & 1 §H

RUC TN

Fg WRDHR & i ATl

e It has maintained that talks can only take place if the issue of Assam’s sovereignty
is on the agenda.
TS BT el ¢ [ aradta a8 Tavdt § I SRIH Y WUYAT &1 Je1 Tols H 81

e The Indian Army and the Assam Rifles — tasked with securing the India-Myanmar
frontier — said they were unaware of any operation of this nature inside

Myanmar.

YRR TAT 3R W ASH R, foig URA-ITHR AT Bt GRET HT ST Qi 1/ ¢,
q #egl & 37 WiMR & War tF frelt off eiftram &) SHerY A 81

e “There are no inputs with us on the operation,” said Lt. Col. Mahendra Rawat, a
Guwabhati-based defence spokesperson.
Ry &1 yaaan aftede ®-d Heg Iad 3 ©8l, ‘g4 39 A & IR #
STHERI T8 farcl 817
¢ Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said he came to know about the
ULFA(l)’s claims but denied any involvement of State forces.

SqH

& TReTH=T fRtid favar wvaT 3 %551 {6 3 ULFA() & grdil & STHaR! i g,

AP I Tod BT FR&T Toiat Bt fopadt oft Afereaan @ g7 fFan
DU dreams hit digital barriers in Haryana villages

Ashna Butam
ROHTAK

In Marodhi Jattan village of
Rohtak district in Haryana,
17-year-old Rinki was set on
pursuing a BA programme
at Delhi University (DU)
until her hopes were
abruptly dashed.

“When I went to apply
for the CUET (Common
University Entrance Test)
at the government-run
Common Services Centre
(CSC), I was told I was not
eligible because the mini-
mum age is 18,” she says. In
reality, there is no such age
limit. She still breaks down
recalling how she was mis-
informed. Her mother
says, “We want our daught-
er to have a bright future,
but we don’t know how or
where to apply.”

The CUET became man-
datory for undergraduate
admissions to central un-

People at a cybercafe in Rohtak district. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

iversities in 2022, replacing
board-based admissions.
Institutions like Jawaharlal
Nehru University have
shifted to fully digital, cen-
tralised systems such as
the DU’s Common Seat Al-
location System (CSAS).
Even as the undergraduate
admission process for the
DU is under way, many stu-
dents remain undecided
about their future. Teach-
ers and activists The Hindu
spoke to said that while

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

some of the students pref-
er colleges in their area,
those who wanted to study
in the DU are seeing their
dreams fade due to misin-
formation, complex digital
processes, and costs.

Lengthy process

In a government school in
the Marodhi Jattan village,
very few students have
their career paths figured
out. Teacher Surender
Singh explains, “Earlier,

many students aspired to
go outside Haryana for stu-
dies. Now, the admission
process involves multiple
steps, including registra-
tion, obtaining a rank,
creating a preference list,
and accepting or rejecting
colleges - all done online.
Only children from well-in-
formed or elite families
manage to complete the
process.”

His daughter, Suahana
Singh, recently enrolled in
the DU’s Hindu College for
a postgraduate degree in
Mathematics. She says she
had to travel to Rohtak at
least four times during the
process, paying X100 per
visit to a cybercafe. She
tracked application up-
dates via e-mail on her
smartphone. Her father
adds, “Most parents here
cannot afford this kind of
time or financial commit-
ment for admissions.”

Though the DU con-
ducts webinars and releas-
es detailed guidelines, crit-
ical information rarely
reaches students, says so-
cial activist Sunil Jaglan.
“In most villages, only one
or two students apply to
central universities. Infor-
mation is passed down
from one batch to another.
So, if no one goes this year,
there will be an informa-
tion vacuum next year,”
says Mr. Jaglan. Lack of
counselling in schools adds
to the problem. “There is
no guidance on the pro-
cess, and parents are also
worried about expenses
and the safety of their
daughters,” he adds. In Ba-
hadurgarh, closer to Delhi,
Class 11 student Meenu says
she wants to pursue BCom
(Hons) from the DU. But
ask her about the CUET
and she says, “I don’t know
about any such test.”
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Challenges in CUET Admissions in Rural Haryana

gharon & urHivr saTe! # CUET Wawr d gifaar

In Marodhi Jattan village of Rohtak district, 17-year-old Rinki was excited to
pursue a BA programme at Delhi University (DU).

g o & ARG Sigi i # 17 aifa et e fayfemea (pu) T div
HRIHH BT argat A

She was misinformed at the government-run Common Services Centre (CSC)
that she was ineligible for CUET because she was under 18.

WHR BIAF AT Yex (CSC) H 34 Tad BRI &l 718 b 98 18 6 A HH U $t
81 & SR CUET & fare urr =8Y 8, Siafe 1 oig fAgw =t B

There is no age limit for CUET, but misinformation led her to miss the
opportunity. ] .
CUET & faid ®ig 3y T A8 8, Qfh 7Teid @l & HRUT 98 39 3awR A 9
E TS|

Her mother expressed helplessness saying they didn’t know how or where to
apply. o o~

ITH! Al A ATARY e $t b 38 61 Ud fob 3H1da bl 3R Hgl R

CUET became mandatory for undergraduate admissions to central universities
in 2022, replacing board-based admissions.

2022 & CUET & e fayfaermeral # Wrae yawr & fore srfvard &3 faar ma,
o SiS-3nenid uawr yurelt gAT 81 TS|

Institutions like Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) and Delhi University have
adopted fully digital, centralized systems such as CSAS (Common Seat
Allocation System).

SIaTERaTd e fayfaemed (JNU) SR feedt fayfaemea o Il A ot @re
fSforea sk Fsfigpa yomell S % CSAS & s B

Even while the DU admission process is under way, many students in rural areas
remain undecided due to misinformation, digital complexity, and costs.

feeett fayfaemera &1 wawn ufran ST 819 & Srav[e, Ui &5 & % B Tad
T, feforea wifeearn ok @t & eRu fHofa 6 d w R B

In the government school of Marodhi Jattan, most students have not planned
their careers.

ARG SgT & RPN Tpd T SIS SH 7 3 HRUR B G- 81 918 2|
Teacher Surender Singh says earlier many students aspired to study outside
Haryana, but now the multi-step digital process (registration, rank, preference list,
etc.) has made it difficult.

Rieier g¥s RiE Fed € b Tedt $< BT gRaTon & a1 UeTs BT 01 d&d 3,
AP e $S TR arert fEfores ufhar & HRUI I8 BT 8 M g

Only well-informed or elite families manage to complete the process.

A A AT I T &b YNGR g 59 UfhdT DI G R UTd ¢ |

His daughter Suahana Singh, who enrolled in Hindu College for a PG degree in
Mathematics, had to visit Rohtak four times, paying €100 per visit to a cybercafe.
ST 3¢ G R, Rl ferg wiet B TR § SIdeRR 127 o 2, B Agdep TR
IR ST UST, 3R & IR 100 ATSERBW B &1 TS|

She tracked application updates via smartphone and e-mail, which many others
cannot afford.
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I g |

o Social activist Sunil Jaglan says critical info rarely reaches students; often only one
or two apply to central universities from each village.

FTfwal A SIRTAT HEd g [ Ses] SHSR! S b el Ugad; SR

B 9 A U 1 31 O 8 ey fyyfaemea & smaed #wd g1

e If no one applies one year, there is an information vacuum the next.

3R U AT PIg W

STAS TEY BT, A ST Tel T BT 3HTT B STl 2|

e There is no counselling in schools, and parents are worried about expenses and
safety, especially of daughters.

@dl o Anfet

D HTRIT 8T 8, 3R Arar-far @ iR el &Y grem &1 dax

feifad ga B

¢ In Bahadurgarh, near Delhi, Class 11 student Meenu wants to pursue BCom
(Hons) from DU, but has no idea what CUET is.

India’s aviation industry must review
Crew resource management
T he preliminary report flowing from the

investigation into the crash of an Air India
Boeing 787-8 at Ahmedabad, on June 12,

2025, has a focal point now. Released in the early
hours of July 12, a month after the accident, the
Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau’s 15-page
document has highlighted the fuel control
switches of “Engine 1 and Engine 2” having “tran-
sitioned from the ‘Run’ to the ‘Cutoff” position,
one after another, with a time gap of one se-
cond”. That this happened just after flight Al171
had begun to lift off from the 3,505-metre-long
runway, leading to the engines beginning to de-
crease from their take-off values as fuel starva-
tion hit, has accentuated another detail. How did
two separate switches that are guarded by brack-
ets, feature a metal stop locking mechanism and
have separate systems for redundancy move to
‘cutoff’? And why? The element of bafflement by
one crew member, and denial by the other pilot,
over the cutoff, has compounded the issue, more
so in the absence of the full and raw transcript of
the cockpit voice recording. However, in the
midst of the crisis, what must be acknowledged
was a display of airmanship, with a partially suc-
cessful relighting of the GEnx-1B70/75/P2 en-
gines, which ended with the call of May Day.
While the key details in the report have evoked
appeals by a pilot body for a revamped probe, es-
pecially to ‘stop the bias towards pilot error’, the
investigation team must now stay the course to
ensure that there is a sound, comprehensive and
transparent investigation. There has also been fo-
cus on an FAA Special Airworthiness Information
Bulletin of 2018 that concerns the potential for
disengagement of the fuel control switch locking
feature, and applicable to the Boeing 787 aircraft
family. In a reaction to the preliminary report
and its findings, there has been some expert com-
mentary on the topic of crew well-being, but in a
counter to this, the Indian Commercial Pilots’ As-
sociation has said that “pilots undergo extensive
psychological and professional screening... and
operate under the highest standards of safety”.
However, the subject of Crew Resource Manage-
ment and Line Oriented Flight Training may need
to be revamped, more so with this being an un-
usual incident of dual engine failure. Finally, des-
pite the preliminary report’s pitch of there “not
being recommended actions that concern the air-
craft type and the engine manufacturer”, India’s
expanding civil aircraft fleet requires greater vigi-
lance in terms of maintenance and operations.
Airport funnel zones and obstacle limitations
- must be reviewed too as it is a given that air crew
and passengers have safer flights.

%wwﬁnaﬁaﬁ&naﬁmlﬂi DU ¥ BCom (Hons) &A1
Ted! 2, AP 3T CUET ¥ TR A B TSR T8l 2|

Need for a revamp

TIGR P MTagadl

e India’s aviation industry must review crew resource management.
YRA & §ATs &1 SN &1 P WAL TS (crew resource management)
DI THIGT BT AR

e The preliminary report flowing from the investigation into the crash of
an Air India Boeing 787-8 at Ahmedabad on June 12, 2025, has a focal
point now.

12 §H 2025 B AgHIEIG W TIR a1 9157 787- s%gmaﬁaﬁ
S & et RS Raé &1 9@ o g faig ar= Sman 3

e Released in the early hours of July 12, a month after the accident,
the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau’s 15-page document has
highlighted the fuel control switches of “Engine 1 and Engine 2” having
“transitioned from the ‘Run’ to the ‘Cutoff’ position”, one after another,
with a time gap of one second.

el 1 & T T 91, 12 SATS &1 Yag SRI $1 TS TURPTE TRilSe
TR SR (AAIB) T 15-U%1 Bt RUIE & wran 727 b g7 1 3R gor
2 & WA Held 99 U6-UF B "T" A "HeATh" TSR | 9d 7T,
S s T Ahs BT HeR Ul

e That this happened just after flight Al171 had begun to lift off from
the 3,505-metre-long runway, leading to the engines beginning to decrease
from their take-off values as fuel starvation hit, has accentuated another
detail.

Ig U1 a9 gs o/d Al171 FTSe A 3,505 HieX @id I1d I S8 WA ;=
B, 9 Y9 P FH! & HRU §o19 & ¢h-3ATh UTaR A fRTae 3 it —
T TH 3R 1R U8 &1 S9R foha|

+ How did two separate switches that are guarded by brackets,
feature a metal stop locking mechanism, and have separate systems for

redundancy move to ‘cutoff? And why?

&I 3IET-31T & ST Sbe A RIS,

Ao K1Y Al AbfaeH I oY 3R ISl

& fore SreT-3raT RIRew A 9 3, 3 a1 ‘Hesiis T Y 9d U7 3R Fi?
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The element of bafflement by one crew member, and denial by the other pilot,
over the cutoff, has compounded the issue, more so in the absence of the full and
raw transcript of the cockplt voice recording.

TP F AR Pt AT 3R gAY URIAE BT SHR, I B Bl daw, 37 g B
aﬁ?ﬁ%@;%ﬂ% TR Td Bipiue aigd RplfeT t It 3R F=it ciafbe
SUdsy I

However, in the midst of the crisis, what must be acknowledged was a display of
airmanship, with a partially successful relighting of the GEnx-1B70/75/P2
engines, which ended with the call of May Day.

BT 39 e & d1d, SPT FAUTT BIA B! IR HI 9! AT, S8 GEnx-
1B70/75/P2 S5 B 3if1d U I fihY I ATq = H1 YA a1 a1, ot "’ 8™
PId R I g3

While the key details in the report have evoked appeals by a pilot body for a
revamped probe, especially to “stop the bias towards pilot error”, the investigation
team must now stay the course to ensure a sound, comprehensive, and
transparent investigation.

OIE @1 927 9141 - T UTgae W6+ ¥ "I $i Terd] HI Ah U&uTd T
AR S GAEd -1 =i

There has also been focus on an FAA Special Airworthiness Information Bulletin
of 2018 that concerns the potential for disengagement of the fuel control switch
locking feature, and applicable to the Boeing 787 aircraft family.

2018 T R} FAA & faRiy TaRaféAw uan gafes | & man 8, <t W@ deld
o & qife wHR & RSy g1 9 &t JumaHn SR 9157 787 faur e ®
A BT B
In a reaction to the preliminary report and its findings, there has been some expert
commentary on the topic of crew well-being, but in a counter to this, the Indian
Commercial Pilots’ Association has said that “pilots undergo extensive
psychological and professional screening... and operate under the highest
standards of safety”.

ﬁ%ﬁéaﬁ?mﬁwﬁmqﬁmﬁgﬁmmwmﬁ
fewforar o §, Qfer 39 wate # $fea walkiaa yraaey TaifeeH A $81 8 &
"I TS RIS SR IR T | ToRa 7... 3R S=aH GRaT IS &
AP PIAE "

However, the subject of Crew Resource Management (CRM) and Line Oriented
Flight Training (LOFT) may need to be revamped, more so with this being an
unusual incident of dual engine failure.

gTdifes, 3 R ARetfie (CRM) 3R @18 3RS wrge SfRT (LOFT) o fawal
DI AU DT STIIHT 5, TRIHR oF g U g1 3ol & Bd g il
ST UeT 51|

Finally, despite the preliminary report’s pitch of there “not being recommended
actions that concern the aircraft type and the engine manufacturer”, India’s
expanding civil aircraft fleet requires greater vigilance in maintenance and
operations.

3idd:, TRfYe R o ug a1 T § & "fawe & yeR a1 g9+ fFwfar & Sy A
ﬁéﬁrwﬁwaﬁnémﬁﬂﬁ% fopR +ff YRA P Aol A Tea AR faAT 92
) TERETT 3R TaTe & o Tadbdl & awisdl 2
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o Airport funnel zones and obstacle limitations must be reviewed too as it is a given
that air crew and passengers have safer flights.

TIRUIE Bd T SR Srarty Warsi of of weiten 81+ =nfey arfe war % 8k
I ! PRI IS YHIET B o Ab |

Smoke and sulphur

There cannot be different
environmental standards within India

T he axe has dropped. The Environment

Ministry has exempted the majority of In-

dia’s coal-fired plants from mandatorily
installing Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) sys-
tems, which are designed to cut sulphur dioxide
(SO2) emissions. In effect, this undermines its
own mandate from 2015 that required all such
plants — there are about 180 of them now, com-
prising 600 units — to install these systems. While
these were expected to be in place by 2017, only
about 8% of the units have actually installed FGD
- nearly all by the public-sector National Ther-
mal Power Corporation (NTPC). SOz is among the
gases monitored by the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) as exposure beyond a degree can
be harmful. Less appreciated is its propensity to
form sulphates in the air and contributing to par-
ticulate matter pollution. In general, India’s aver-
age ground-level SO2 measurements have been
below the permissible levels — one among several
reasons that there has not been a sense of urgen-
cy in implementing FGD norms. The official rea-
sons are the limited number of vendors in India,
high installation costs, the potential rise in elec-
tricity bills, and disruptions due to the COVID-19
pandemic. While the latest deadlines flew by in
2024, the Environment’s Ministry’s decision — it
follows consultations with scientific institutions
and new commissioned studies - is a sharp dis-
avowal of the current policy. An expert appraisal
committee says that Indian coal is low in sulphur;
SOz levels in cities near plants with operational
FGD units do not differ significantly from those
without these units, and all of these were anyway
well below permissible levels. The committee
had said that concerns about sulphates are un-
founded. It also argued, echoed by the Minister
for Power, that sulphates had a beneficial side-ef-
fect in suppressing warming from greenhouse
gas emissions. Thus, reducing sulphates would
actually worsen warming and compromise In-
dia’s climate goals. While IPCC assessments do
account for the heat-suppressing action of sul-
phates, nowhere is it projected as an unalloyed
good.

A minority of plants, about a fifth — those with-
in a 10 km radius of the NCR; in cities with a pop-
ulation of over a million, or known to be in pollu-
tion hotspots — must install FGDs by 2028. This
seems to suggest that what determines their in-
stallation is the location of a coal plant and not
whether FGDs are effective or SO: is harmful.
This is a rare instance when there are different
environmental standards within India on con-
trolling exposure to a pollutant. While it is not
unscientific to revise understanding of the harms
or benefits of substances, this needs debate in the
public domain before a policy is changed. Other-
wise it amounts to undermining India’s commit-
ment to scientifically informed public health.

[ ¥

Smoke and sulphur
3T 3 T

Exemption of FGD Installation in Coal-Fired Plants

P A Ia aTd FaA1 H# Thelte! RITIET § ge

e The Environment Ministry has exempted the majority of
India’s coal-fired plants from mandatorily installing Flue Gas
Desulphurisation (FGD) systems.

AT A URd & MUS=r Srgar snutd w9 &) v A9
S AEBRISSR (FGD) U &t et RITgT ¥ ge ¢ & 81

o FGD systems are designed to cut sulphur dioxide (SO,)
emissions.

FGD WUITelt &1 PR SISTFIATSS (SO,) STo HH H & g
feomg fear mar g

e This undermines its own 2015 mandate that required all such
plants — about 180 plants comprising 600 units — to install FGDs.

Tg 2015 P 3T TS B HHSNR BT 5, FoTTH TTHIT 180 T
(600 gfe)  FGD eI Sif=ardt favam ma T

e These systems were expected by 2017, but only about 8% of
units have installed FGDs — nearly all by NTPC (National Thermal
Power Corporation).

S YUNTeRI! ot RATUAT 2017 b U oft, Ao Faet 8% gfew 3 gt
FGD T — for# o I+t Tdidivft Rt ara faggd fem) gr
TIIT 77T |

e SO0, is among the gases monitored by the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) as exposure beyond a degree is harmful.

S0, 37 T # ¥ § fors Fefig ugwur fgmror A€ (cPCB) AR
FRAT §, Tl D T H 3T JUDh PRSP oIl ¢ |

o Less appreciated is its ability to form sulphates in air,
contributing to particulate matter pollution.
SIS &AT B HH T T § % T8 Irararvr § Helbe TTHR HUl
WGYUT # IRTEH &=l 5|

e On average, India’s ground-level SO, has been below
permissible levels, reducing urgency to implement FGDs.

I, URA & TTHIHI WR W S0, 3 A Wigd HHT | HH 6! ¢,
ORI FGD &1 @ #%A &! depTd SATaRIHdT Hegd T8l 85|

o Official reasons include limited vendors, high installation

costs, potential rise in electricity bills, and COVID-19 disruptions.
AMAIPING HRUl & Wit fassar, 3= Qg arTa, faered faal o Jwifaa gfs,
3R PIfAS-19 F HRUT IUH FTUTT M 5|

e The latest 2024 deadlines were missed, and the Ministry’s decision is seen as a
sharp disavowal of current policy.
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2024 &} THTTH JHIRNAT 1 I T8, 3R HATTd &1 g8 ofa dieger Fifa &1 vy
WS T S T &

Consultations were held with scientific institutions and new commissioned
studies before this exemption.

Y Fe I URd A IR I TRHR! SR Y 3reaa= Fxi| T

An expert appraisal committee noted Indian coal is low in sulphur.

% faRiuy geuie Ifafa 3 we1 i YR Hiaa 3 TP gad 3|

Cities near plants with FGD showed no significant difference in SO, levels
compared to those without FGDs.

FGD o T3 & U fRUd e & SO, BT TR, for 1 FGD a1dt WE’ A WSl 3relT T8t

YT
The committee said sulphate concerns were unfounded.

i A He1 fb Tetbe A gt fiang FRIYR §

It also argued that sulphates have a beneficial side-effect by suppressing
warming from greenhouse gases.

Al A 75 o a e o Aethe &1 AHRIAS YHIE 51 ¢ o d-ered 41 | g
arelt T B HH BT B

Thus, reducing sulphates would worsen warming and compromise India’s climate
goals.

UMY, Yhe B B H1 TAIGd I Bl 961 Hhdl 8 R YR & Jadrg a&al
HI gUIfad FHR Tl 5|

While IPCC assessments recognize heat suppression by sulphates, it is not
considered entirely beneficial.

IPCC TP § Tethe gRT TH 1 HH B B WIHR fbar T 8, Afeh 39 gt TRe
ATYSRY 7Y 71 T B

A minority of plants — about one-fifth — must install FGDs by 2028, especially
those:

gﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ(mmm%wﬁzozswmomeﬁaﬁ%ﬁﬁqwﬁé

o lie within a 10 km radius of NCR,
TR P10 PR F IR ARAT,
o are in cities with population over a million,
10 TG ¥ 3P SMaTSt I AR A T,
o orare in pollution hotspots.
I UgUUT & glewre & f¥d §|
This indicates that location, not effectiveness or harm of SO,, determines FGD
installation.

Y Yo A & b FGD RITUAT &1 STYR SO, B SRS a1 YHTGRTTerar
g1, 9fch RIF 5

This is a rare case of different environmental standards within India for controlling
the same pollutant.

T8 HRd H U &) wgue &I fafa s & e fafie wafazofia are) &1 gev
SETER 3|
While it is not unscientific to revise our understanding of harm/benefit of
substances, it should be done through public debate before changing policy.

) U < BIIETY B AR GHR 1 BT Sl BT AP 1 2, i
IRadH & Ud 39 WSS 989 & 1ed J Il 91U

Otherwise, it undermines India’s commitment to scientifically informed public
health.

3T, IE AS U | Fhid Aaei-1d W & Uid WRd 3t uidasdr i
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he Indian government recently

announced greenhouse gas emissions

intensity of production targets for entities
(such as a steel plant) operating within eight of
the nine heavy industrial sectors covered in
India’s Carbon Credit Trading Scheme’s (CCTS)
compliance mechanism. The eight sectors are
aluminium, cement, paper and pulp, chlor-alkali,
iron and steel, textile, petrochemicals and petro
refineries. So, is there a way to understand
whether these are ambitious targets or not?

The first question one needs to ask is this:
should we measure ambition at the entity level,
or at the sector level or the level of the economy?
Our analysis shows that the ambition of India’s
carbon market targets should be assessed at the
aggregate economy-wide level, and not at the
level of individual entities or sectors.

An economy-wide lens is more important
We can look at the Perform, Achieve and Trade
(PAT) scheme, which is India’s flagship energy
efficiency programme for large industries. Under
PAT, energy-intensive industries are given targets
to reduce their energy use; those which exceed
their targets can trade the excess savings with
others. We analysed performance data from four
sectors under the PAT Cycle I (2012-14) and found
a mixed but interesting picture. In some entities,
the energy used per unit of production (energy
intensity) increased but decreased in others. At
the sector level, energy intensity rose in two
sectors (paper and chlor alkali) and fell in the
other two (aluminium and cement). However,
when we combined emissions, output and price
data from all four sectors and adjusted for
inflation, less energy was used, overall, to
produce the same amount of economic output.
This shows that even if energy efficiency rises
or falls in some entities or sectors, India’s overall
energy use can still become more efficient. We

Vaibhav
Chaturvedi

is Senior Fellow at the
Council on Energy,
Environment and
Water (CEEW)

Darshna Singh

is Research Analyst at
the Council on
Energy, Environment
and Water (CEEW)

The ambition of
carbon market
targets should
be assessed at
the aggregate
economy-wide
level, and not at
the level of
individual
entities or
sectors

found similar behaviour across other PAT cycles
and sectors. These observations give us a useful
insight — India’s PAT scheme was able to
effectively use market mechanisms to achieve
energy intensity reduction at an aggregate level.
The decrease in overall energy intensity, even as
it rose for some entities, shows that the market
mechanism worked; those companies were able
to buy energy efficiency certificates instead of
undertaking costly in-house changes.

But, this in itself does not tell us if the
aggregate energy intensity reduction was
aggressive or business-as-usual. This does,
however, tell us that one should only analyse the
aggregate target to infer whether it was aggressive
or not. That is, for an externality-driven market,
achieving reduction at an aggregate level is far
more important than achieving the same at the
entity level for ‘all” entities. An emissions trading
scheme does not bother about individual entities
or sectors. It bothers about the economy-level
aggregate effect, which is where, ideally, the
ambition should be evaluated.

But are not entity or sector-level targets
important to reduce emissions as well? A
research paper by the Council on Energy,
Environment and Water (CEEW) shows that
entity or sector-level targets only determine
financial transfers across entities and sectors, and
not the overall emission intensity decline.

Comparing the new CCTS targets with
historical sector-level performance under the PAT
scheme also is not the most meaningful approach
to assess ambition. Just because the reduction in
emissions in the past has been modest at the
industry level, it cannot be the case for the
future. Our mitigation actions have to
progressively become more ambitious than in the
past. Therefore, only a comparison with a future
trajectory aligned with a pathway towards India’s
stated Nationally Determined Contributions

(NDC) and a 2070 net-zero future is relevant.
While the industry sector-specific CCTS targets
cannot be directly compared with the
economy-wide NDC target, economy-wide
modelling assessments can give useful
information in this regard.

Emissions intensity to decline

According to our recent modelling of a 2030
NDC-aligned emissions reduction scenario for
India, the carbon dioxide emissions intensity of
India’s energy sector (per unit of GDP) is
expected to decline at an average annual rate of
3.44% between 2025 and 2030. In comparison,
the emissions intensity of value added (EIVA) in
India’s manufacturing sector is projected to
decline by at least 2.53% annually over the same
period. This suggests that in the near-term,
industry may decarbonise at a slower pace than
other sectors — particularly the power sector,
which has more low-cost mitigation
opportunities.

Against this backdrop, the combined average
annual EIVA reduction for the eight sectors based
on current CCTS targets — indicative of
sector-specific commodity price data (a rough
proxy for value added), and projected production
growth rates — is estimated at 1.68% between
2023-24 and 2026-27. Early signs suggest that the
industrial targets under CCTS may not be
ambitious enough.

While this is not directly comparable since
entities covered under the carbon trading scheme
represent only a portion of India’s overall
manufacturing base, it is still the most relevant
benchmark available until detailed modelling is
done for all sectors. Ultimately, it is the aggregate
decline that will determine whether India’s effort
is truly ambitious.

The views expressed are personal

Assessing India’s carbon credit trading scheme

targets

YR & BT shiSe ¢iST AT & AT BT edih

e The Indian government recently announced greenhouse gas emissions intensity
of production targets for entities operating within eight of the nine heavy industrial
sectors covered in India’s Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS) compliance

mechanism.

YR IRBR A 8T &1 § HRA P BT hlSe ST WhIH (CCTS) & uTa o o
A A URY Sienfires &= # A 3s & Tanferd sh1sal & ol Iadare smutid
Hered 19 I digar a&g 9t feul

e _The eight sectors are aluminium, cement, paper and pulp, chlor-alkali, iron and
steel, textile, petrochemicals and petro refineries.

d 3113 &7 & Tegfafgw, Wie, TR ok uey, FiR-Yewdl, @ 3R $3UT, 9%,
Ts e R 9et Rwrgaiar
e So, is there a way to understand whether these are ambitious targets or not?

3, 1 §H JH Thd ¢ [ 3 Aed HEThie & a1 Ta1?
e The first question: should we measure ambition at the entity level, sector level, or
the level of the economy?

gl UY U8 3 1 51 HEThI& B! SHIS WY, &7 WX, I7 foqayT TR W HIYAT

q1eu?

o Our analysis shows that the ambition of India’s carbon market targets should be
assessed at the aggregate economy-wide level, and not at the level of individual
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entities or sectors.

BUR fIzawor & uar Iadr g fb HRA & HTe aoIR & A6l &) HedThien BT i
T SrferaRiT TR WX GHY FU A 51 91T, A 6 safad AR segai ar &=l &
TR W

An economy-wide lens is more important

rfeaeyT-sqrdY ef¥eiur 3iftre Heeayuf &

We can look at the Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT) scheme, which is India’s
flagship energy efficiency programme for large industries.

1 YRd Bt a9 ISt G&fdT YIS, Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT) I, FI
3T THd § o 98 IANN & fog 7

Under PAT, energy-intensive industries are given targets to reduce their energy
use; those which exceed their targets can trade the excess savings with others.

PAT & 3fdTid, SHeil-TTg I 1 301 SHelf WU Te™ & o deg fat Sfrd &; S
SHISAT 3 &I U 1P F9d B! &, 9 39 SR gad Bt 39 §H18AT & 1Y
S B gFHdl 3
We analysed performance data from four sectors under PAT Cycle | (2012-14) and
found a mixed but interesting picture.

B PAT T3H | (2012-14) & d8d 9R &1 BT YaRH Sl faRey faar 3R ffda
AfhT Aad @R U |
In some entities, the energy used per unit of production (energy intensity)
increased but decreased in others.
$3 3Dl 1 ufd gfie Idre SHul UGN (SHelt digdn) 941, Safd 3= § ge T8 |
At the sector level, energy intensity rose in two sectors (paper and chlor alkali) and
fell in the other two (aluminium and cement).

T TR W, Weﬁama‘raa‘rﬁaaﬁ(ﬁwaﬁ?wm)shwﬁqa‘rﬁaﬁ
(Tegfafaay v dde) |

However, combining emissions, output and price data from all four sectors (adjusted
for inflation), less energy was used overall to produce the same amount of
economic output.

BTales, IRI & & Io, ITe 3R T ST & ey (FUTRd aRwbifd &
3R, T B e Ieure A & fore FHT 0 A B Hoif STGNT B 7S |

This shows that even if energy efficiency rises or falls in some entities or sectors,
India’s overall energy use can still become more efficient.

g feardT § o afe oo gareat an &5 & Sorl gerar 3¢ a1 R, 79 «ff URd &1 Fa
Soll SUART 31fI% H=IE &1 Tl g

We found similar behaviour across other PAT cycles and sectors.

B 3T PAT b1 3R &= & +ff 99 rasR <!

These observations give us a useful insight — India’s PAT scheme was able to
effectively use market mechanisms to achieve energy intensity reduction at an
aggregate level.

3 fewforl 1 U Hedyu! Y& &l € — YR &1 PAT G1oiT A STl o3t 9T WHTd!
START X I &R W Sl diegar § 4t giid &1

The decrease in overall energy intensity, even as it rose for some entities, shows that
the market mechanism worked; those companies were able to buy energy
efficiency certificates instead of undertaking costly in-house changes.

FHY Soll dierdl | B, S $o 3b18dl H Feladl g5, AMd B g fob TR o
B B TT; 39 HUMHA A T il SR URAcH! b IO SHell G&dl FHI0TI WG |
But, this in itself does not tell us if the aggregate energy intensity reduction was
aggressive or business-as-usual.
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Qfe, ST I T 8] giaT [ THT Holl el J g5 B! Acafd Agaarpial 8t a1
FATR SR =T |

This does, however, tell us that one should only analyze the aggregate target to
infer whether it was aggressive or not.

Y Ug SR U1 I ¢ b Hhad oY A& BT fIRAWUT H=71 A1feq dlies g qHgm
ST Hob b a8 HETPiah o1 a1 78] |

That is, for an externality-driven market, achieving reduction at an aggregate level
is far more important than achieving the same at the entity level for ‘all’ entities.
g1, T STeT YHTT-ATerd STAR & o7, Ueh qHY TR WX Bt g1 o=, 9t
ZH1Eal H THH HH Y Hal 3w Heayuf giar ]l

An emissions trading scheme does not bother about individual entities or
sectors. It focuses on the economy-level aggregate effect, which is where, ideally,
the ambition should be evaluated.

% ST ATYR TIoTT AfGATd gehTsdl a1 &1 &1 IRATE ol x| T8
fTTRIT-FR & JHY YHTT R Hiod 8Id 8, T8l 3R U I HGdTPpied BT
Yedid- 8T A1fg Tl

Importance of Entity or Sector-level Targets

SBT3 a1 §FA-TALIg Al BT Hgd

But are not entity or sector-level targets important to reduce emissions as well?
AP T THTS AT QAN &Y IOl B BH PR & g i Ayl 78t 82
A research paper by the Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW)
shows that entity or sector-level targets only determine financial transfers
across entities and sectors, and not the overall emission intensity decline.

SITret i TS, Targie 317 d1eR (CEEW) % U XY U1 § Uell =rerell & b
IPTs U1 QTN 99 Pad gp1sdl 3R &3 & di faxiig gxaiarur Fu o |,
3R pa I digar & w4t 981 gRiid|

Comparing the new CCTS targets with historical sector-level performance under
the PAT scheme is also not the most meaningful approach to assess ambition.

T CCTS @&hl &1 a1 PAT TIeIHT & i TaeTIe® &1-Tasia WeRiA § & oft
HEATPRI&IT BT Yedip- B BT ga4 AP a8l 3|

Just because the reduction in emissions in the past has been modest at the industry
level, it cannot be the case for the future.

Had Fih 3fciid H IUNT TR R Io H HH! HATel 61, I8 Yiasy & fre
IR 5T g1 AP

Our mitigation actions have to progressively become more ambitious than in the
past.

ﬁmﬁqnﬁmﬂwﬁrﬁfﬂﬁﬁmﬁwﬁmﬁmm&ﬁm
|

Therefore, only a comparison with a future trajectory aligned with a pathway towards
India’s stated Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) and a 2070 net-zero
future is relevant.

ST, $ad T U HIT 1 g1 off b HRT & aifid g1 TaIeT IRTEH (NDC)
a?lvzom%?ﬁ'c'\':ﬂﬁa&tr@rﬂa@ﬁs‘r U g |

While the industry sector-specific CCTS targets cannot be directly compared with
the economy-wide NDC target, economy-wide modelling assessments can give
useful information in this regard.

STet I &F-fARP ceTs &g o1 W srfeuawyr wWR & NDC 98 I a1 Tal
mm%%@a{ﬂmw-mmmsﬂWﬁﬁmﬁm
&M & |
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Emissions Intensity to Decline

ISt digar § fiREae

According to our recent modelling of a 2030 NDC-aligned emissions reduction
scenario for India, the carbon dioxide emissions intensity of India’s energy sector
(per unit of GDP) is expected to decline at an average annual rate of 3.44%
between 2025 and 2030.

YR & foIU §HR BT 2030 NDC ST SToi- ! URERT & AiSfeiT & 3NR,
YRA & 3ol & !PT SIS S Ioqoid digar (Wfd GDP i) T 2025 | 2030
& g ufa af siaaeT 3.44% &Y fRTae &t s 3|

In comparison, the emissions intensity of value added (EIVA) in India’s
manufacturing sector is projected to decline by at least 2.53% annually over the
same period.

P HIEd, YR & HA0 &8F & gea Jad= It el (EIVA) It saf & ufa
9 U q $Y 2.53% B TRTae &1 A |

This suggests that in the near-term, industry may decarbonise at a slower pace
than other sectors—particularly the power sector, which has more low-cost
mitigation opportunities.

g ¥dhd ¢l § [ Mabe @l §, I o= &t ot gamn § it nifa &
fEPaigs g 9o d—faRiver Suf &=, S &1 anTd are e Su™
3fe® IueH 5|

Against this backdrop, the combined average annual EIVA reduction for the eight
sectors based on current CCTS targets—indicative of sector-specific commodity
price data (a rough proxy for value added), and projected production growth
rates—is estimated at 1.68% between 2023-24 and 2026-27.

O YUl H o3 &F & o adHE ceTs @gal W sl wgad oid arfie®
EIVA THI—3I! &71-fafiy avg e S (319 Iy tSs &1 |ha) 3R
ITe gfa =) ! Sl §—2023-24 |/ 2026-27 & T 1.68% 3HiH! TS ¢ |

Early signs suggest that the industrial targets under CCTS may not be ambitious
enough.

RIS Hohd I8 fG@d & f ceTs & siafa sheifires @ga Tvaa: vata
agarwieh T8t ¢

While this is not directly comparable since entities covered under the carbon
trading scheme represent only a portion of India’s overall manufacturing base, it
is still the most relevant benchmark available until detailed modelling is done for all
sectors.

e g WY g1 A el § i HIe- et aIorT o 3farid i gargar HRd
& F (AT SR FT Fad T 77 €, 78 onft off Suas Ia uRifiie Aruds ©
9 dd it & & o faxa Arsfe =161 81 S|
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Ultimately, it is the aggregate decline that will determine whether India’s effort is

truly ambitious.

3fda:, I8 9w FRTae grft St o8 qa &¥ft i yRa &t ugd ada § Agcareiel € a1

T8l

ach year, lakhs of
students graduate from
universities, colleges,
Industrial Training
Institutes, and skill programmes in
India. Yet the system continues to
face challenges not only in
accommodating them, but also
effectively integrating them into
meaningful employment.

The Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO) plays a
central role in India’s social
security system by managing
retirement savings for workers in
the organised sector. With over 7
crore members, it remains one of
the world’s largest social security
organisations. EPFO data serves as
a valuable indicator of formal
employment trends. The share
decline in net new EPFO
enrolments post-2019 reflected the
pandemic effect on formal
employment. However, the March
2025 data shows a steady increase
in formal workforce participation.
Young professionals, particularly
fresh graduates, constitute a
significant portion of new
enrolments. The 18-25 age group
consistently represents a large
share with the 18-21 subgroup
alone accounting for around 18%-
22% of the total new subscribers in
the recent months. The trend
signals a push towards
formalisation but demands a
deeper analysis of job stability,
wages and long-term financial
security.

Youth unemployment
According to the India
Employment Report 2024,
published by the International
Labour Organization and the
Institute for Human Development,
the youth account for 83% of
India’s unemployed population.
Alarmingly, the share of
unemployed individuals with
secondary or higher education has
nearly doubled over two decades.
The issue goes beyond
unemployment; this is a crisis of
unemployability. The Economic
Survey 2023-24 states that only
about half of India’s youth are
deemed job-ready after
graduation. One in two lacks the

ployment

AR PT dcadl TR

I/

le |
S. Irndava Rajan

Chair, International
Institute of Migration
and Development,
Kerala

|

S.P. Mishra

Founder, India Career
Centre, Hyderabad

Urgent structural
reforms are
needed to
address the
growing
disconnect
between
education and
employment in
India

digital and professional skills
employers’ demand, particularly
in an economy undergoing rapid
technological transformation.
Moreover, the looming influence
of Al threatens India’s tech sector,
putting several traditional job
roles at the risk of displacement.
Without adequate reskilling and
upskilling efforts, the gap between
graduate output and available
opportunities will only widen.

Despite economic progress,
India’s workforce remains
predominantly informal. The
India Employment Report 2024
notes nearly 90% of employment
is informal with the proportion of
salaried, regular jobs declining
since 2018. While contractual
employment has grown, concerns
about job security and social
welfare remain unresolved.

Many young Indians struggle
with technical skills. The report
states that 75% of young people
struggle with basic digital tasks
such as sending an email with an
attachment. Over 60% cannot
perform simple file operations
such as copy-pasting and 90% lack
fundamental spreadsheet skills
such as working with formulas.

These statistics are worrying
given that the Future of Jobs
Report 2025 by the World
Economic Forum forecasts major
shifts in employment dynamics.

The report states that by 2030,
an estimated 170 million new jobs
will be created representing 14% of
total employment. However, 92
million existing jobs (8% of total
employment) will be displaced.
This means there will be a new
growth of 78 million jobs, or a 7%
increase in total employment.
While these projections offer
optimism, they also highlight the
urgency of bridging the skill gap to
ensure that India’s workforce is
adequately prepared for the
evolving job landscape.

What India must do

India stands at a critical
crossroads. Without targeted
policy interventions and expansive
reskilling initiatives, millions of
graduates will continue struggling
to secure meaningful

employment. Investing in
education, vocational training,
and digital literacy is essential for
aligning the workforce with future
job demands.

Urgent structural reforms are
needed. First, there should be
stronger collaboration between
industry and academia, if
necessary, by law. Each higher
education institution must ideally
have at least one formal
partnership with industry
partners. Second, educational
institutions need to be held
accountable for placements and
not just educational degrees. We
need to create accreditation
systems for educational
institutions aligned with job
placements for the outgoing
students. Idea Labs and Tinker
Labs should be made mandatory
components of every high school
and higher education institution.
The integration of the humanities,
foreign language learning, and soft
skills should be made mandatory
across all levels of education.

Third, India needs to extend its
focus beyond national borders.
Skilling and training programmes
should be designed to meet the
needs of ageing societies in many
Western nations, where the
demand for young professionals is
expected to increase. This
approach aligns with the Indian
government’s strategy for
enhancing the international
mobility of skilled workers. The
International Institute of Migration
and Development is currently
working as the Indian partner in
the European Union’s Link4Skills
project that utilises the migration
corridor framework to evaluate
the skill demands and labour
shortages in various European
countries and beyond. Fourth, to
drive these transformations, an
Indian Education Services, similar
in stature to the Indian
Administrative Services, should be
established; it would attract the
best minds into the education
sector. Finally, the education
system should open its doors to
professionals from the industry.
This would help bridge the gap
between theory and application.
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Each year, lakhs of students graduate from universities, colleges, Industrial
Training Institutes, and sKill programmes in Indla

&R T HRd § oEt o7 [Ryfarerdl, siol, aeie e S Ak B
PRIHH A HdP gid &

Yet the system continues to face challenges not only in accommodating them, but
also effectively integrating them into meaningful employment.

fOR ot I yuTTell A o I8 FHRIST B H, dfces Srdguf IR § gurdt &1 9
M B | A BT ITHAT R T 8

The Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) plays a central role in
India’s social security system by managing retirement savings for workers in the
organised sector.

HUTRY Hfdw A W6 (EPFO) YR &1 |THTRTS JR&T HUIelt & Uh Harg
AT AuTar 8, St ITfea 8 & yiie! & Jarf~gfa sad &1 Use HRal g

With over 7 crore members, it remains one of the world’s largest social security
organisations.

ao%ﬁsﬁamméamu g g1 & A TS ATHTTS GR&T W61 & 9
T g

EPFO data serves as a valuable indicator of formal employment trends.

EPFO ST &I 3fudTie® IR wgfrdi &1 U6 Agayqul ddbdd AT oIl 6 |

The share decline in net new EPFO enrolments post-2019 reflected the pandemic
effect on formal employment.

2019 & §I¢ EPFO # 71U Usiioull § fRTae 3 Sifds AgMRI & udmie IR
TR YHTd &I SR

However, the March 2025 data shows a steady increase in formal workforce
participation.

gTdifr, AT 2025 & 3fidrs AT 47 9a B UFfigR! ¥ fRR 3fF <xid |1
Young professionals, particularly fresh graduates, constitute a significant portion
of new enrolments.

gaT 3RaR, FARYeR ¢ W1, T USPRUN &1 U Heaqyl [ae 3|

The 18-25 age group consistently represents a large share, with the 18-21
subgroup alone accounting for around 18%-22% of total new subscribers in recent
months.

18-25 Gﬂ'ﬁa"‘fcﬂlldNWd&%WEﬂhT% R $ad 18-21 SUTHE 81 & e A1
A ol T Usiigpd I BT TATHT 18%-22% B

The trend signals a push towards formalisation but demands deeper analysis of job
stablllty, wages and long-term financial security.

P 3R §¢d <R B, Afh AerTR B fRRAT, 3 3R
ﬁéﬂ%ﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂ%ﬂ%ﬂﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁ&m%l

Youth Unemployment

gdr

According to the India Employment Report 2024, the youth account for 83% of
Ind|a S unemployed population.

Ruid 2024 & IR, HRT B} RISHIR ST BT 83% e
gari H1 8|
Alarmingly, the share of unemployed individuals with secondary or higher
education has nearly doubled over two decades.

diem arell o1 T8 © b Areafie a1 S & Ui SRISIRY 67 U &Y g2rd] #
YT RET 81 T ]
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o The issue goes beyond unemployment; this is a crisis of unemployability.
T Had SRISTR! B! TR 78] §, Fiewh T8 AR g 7 g1 BT TPhe 5|

e The Economic Survey 2023-24 states that only about half of India’s youth are
deemed job-ready after graduation.

3T TA&IUT 2023-24 F AR, UIRA & TIHT TS AT WP & 914 SR B
o1 R 9 o §

e« One in two lacks the digital and professional skills employers demand, especially
in a rapidly technologically transforming economy.

B G A A TP gaT & U fSRred 3R saraafie wixra o ol 8, S Haiear A
g, fI9Y =7 I T doit T dap-id! U I dgaal Sifcawi #|

e The looming influence of Al threatens India’s tech sector, putting several
traditional job roles at risk of displacement.

Al BT YHTT HRA & P e & (A4 WaRl § T 3, oI &8 URURFT e i
TR AT

o Without adequate reskilling and upskilling efforts, the gap between graduate
output and job opportunities will continue to widen.

e yafed qA:-PIra URI&0T 3R SR A e8! 311 dl W] 3R Neial &
AR F d P @S 3R 77|

Informal Employment and Skill Gaps
A

o Despite economic progress, India’s workforce remains predominantly informal.
e wIfa & Saue, YR &1 Hried 3« f g&ra: S ¢

e The India Employment Report 2024 notes nearly 90% of employment is informal,
with salarieg, regular jobs declining since 2018.

BRI D 2024 & SR, TTHT 90% ASHTR ST § 3R
FaauRT, Frafe el § 2018 @ fiRmae oE 71

+ While contractual employment has grown, job security and social welfare
concerns remain unresolved.

SIed Y STUTRT SR 51 3, difch ST FR&M 3R ATHTRTS FR& B
fofar st g2 81

e Many young Indians struggle with technical skills.
H3 HRAT gal ab-Tdt & 1Y JIY HR G ¢ |

e The report states 75% of young people struggle with basic digital tasks such as
sending an email with an attachment.
RO & 3R, 75% TaT SHA & A1y Segde N+ I giardt fefrea st o
T PR 3|

e Over 60% cannot perform simple file operations such as copy-pasting and 90% lack
fundamental spreadsheet skills like working with formulas.

60% A 3AfUH a1 HIUI-URE JAH ATURUT BIFA SATIRII 5] B Tdhd 3R 90% BT
Tedfic & o S, S Tl P 1Y B, 7 74 T8 8

e These statistics are worrying given that the Future of Jobs Report 2025 by the
World Economic Forum forecasts major shifts in employment dynamics.

3 3ffers fdreH® € Fife fay enfie va ) wErR SITw Sifey fRuld 2025 AR
F WEUl A 92 Teaal BT JaigaE &t

Shifts in Employment Dynamics
H gearg

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page68


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

The report states that by 2030, an estimated 170 million new jobs will be created
representing 14% of total employment. )

& SR 2030 T STATT 17 BIAS T3 AIBIAT Jord 5171, O FA JSATR
BT 14% BT
However, 92 million existing jobs (8% of total employment) will be displaced.
gTdifap, 9.2 HIIS HISGT AP INAT (P ISR BT 8%) JHTW &l S|
This means there will be a new growth of 78 million jobs, or a 7% increase in total
employment. )
g1 o § T 7.8 HRIS 1S b iear giord giTh, At $ol ISR & 7% Bt gf arft|
While these projections offer optimism, they also highlight the urgency of bridging
the skill gap to ensure that India’s workforce is prepared for the evolving job
Iandscape

3 qalqH SRS &, i g Hi g-ifd § o PRI SR 1 UTeT S1axa® §
s YRA BT HRITA Igad IR TRERG F U R 81|

What India Must Do
YR B T HIAT A1

India stands at a critical crossroads. Without targeted policy interventions and
expansive reskilling initiatives, millions of graduates will continue struggling to
secure meaningful employment.

YR Ue Fuifae Mis wR weT 31 afe aféra Hifawra swelu sik aamus qa:-dera
T el ot 7Y, o A W Srfyuf ISR & faw Tuy #Rd @

Investing in education, vocational training, and digital literacy is essential for
aligning the workforce with future job demands.

e, saraaTie uikigmr, ok fSRea werar & Faw w1 ufdsy o i o
I & 3FFY HRITA R PR & (A4 ISP ¢ |

Urgent structural reforms are needed.

ThTE HEAATHP GURT BT I Hal 3|

First, there should be stronger collaboration between industry and academia, if
necessary, by law.

T U, SET 3R ReifOre Tl & i WeigE WedRT AT 1, afe; s
Bl BT gR|

Each higher education institution must ideally have at least one formal
partnership with industry partners.

% 3o RIS TR & U $H ¥ $H Ue UG TN ARt g1 a1fgu |
Second, educational institutions need to be held accountable for placements
and not just educational degrees.

TR, Qeifore TR & Fad f&3 761, afess wigde & o ot Sarads e
EislEIREY

We need to create accreditation systems for educational institutions aligned with
job placements for outgoing students.

?ﬁ&rﬁwwﬁ%ﬁqmwﬁmﬁaﬁuﬁﬁﬁ@aﬁzm&nﬂm
|

Idea Labs and Tinker Labs should be made mandatory components of every high
school and higher education institution.

JTfEar dsd 3R fEwT dsd & Ud® gTs ¥ d 3R = R1am IR &7 et
o1 §9ma 9T =R

The integration of the humanities, foreign language learning, and soft skills
should be made mandatory across all levels of education.
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ATHfa®!, fadRlt yrar e, Sk Aive e & fRren & it vl wR sifrand
[ERISIEIEIHY
Third, India needs to extend its focus beyond national borders.

TRIRT, WRA 1 ST e AP Haredf & u¥ ot Hisd w1 =1
Skilling and training programmes should be designed to meet the needs of ageing
societies in Western nations, where the demand for young professionals is

ex ected to increase.

3R ufRreror srdewal &1 ufdrft 3= & g S SHEE Ft saRudmast &
3FIUR ST ST T, STET gaT URaR! &1 AT §g &1 3G g |

This approach aligns with the Indian government’s strategy for enhancing the
international mobility of skilled workers.

g EVDIV HRA WRBR B UM D 3T g Sl el AT B SaAEHT
Tri%mﬁamaaﬁa"ff?ﬁmﬁ%l
The International Institute of Migration and Development is currently working as
the Indian partner in the European Union’s Link4Skills project, which utilises the
migration corridor framework to evaluate skill demands and labour shortages in
varlous European countries and beyond.

YA 3R AT IRIM adaH & Rt 99 & Rivspe ufeaemn o
HRA HITER & ¥U H S R 38T 8, Sl YA ORI & &1 SUURT 6 PIRTA Bl
T 3R YW BT S BT ediH- HRdl ¢
Fourth, to drive these transformations, an Indian Education Services, similar in
stature to the Indian Administrative Services, should be established.

TNAT, 3 URGAHI Bl AN HRA & [T U Rredm Aar, s YR y=mafie Ja1 &
UM B, B R $I ST A1yl
It would attract the best minds into the education sector.

Ig e &= ° ad 9y ufaurelf o1 s ia eum|

Finally, the education system should open its doors to professionals from the
industry.
3icct:, FRI&T goITedt o1 ST & U=aRT o o U+ R Wia a1
Th|s would hes%\:orldge the gap between theory and application.
GER P 91 BI WS B Ul | Heg [Har |
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Of half a blllzon mobile money accounts globally, most are in Africa
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’ Moblle money allows people without banks to securely transfer funds via text message, and its adoption is growing rapidly

l DATA POINT

Simon van Teutem

y the end of today, you will
B probably have used your

bank account — maybe to
buy groceries, pay rent, or send
money to a friend. It is something
many of us take for granted.

However, for more than a bil-
lion people globally, transactions
only happen with cash. That
means carrying around physical
notes and coins, travelling long
distances just to send or receive
money, and facing the constant
risk of losing it or having it stolen.
The absence of formal banking ser-
vices adds yet another hurdle for
people trying to escape poverty.

However, in recent years, ‘mo-
bile money’ has transformed how
many people access financial ser-
vices. Mobile money differs from
traditional bank accounts; you
don’t need a physical bank branch
or even an Internet connection. In-
stead, you use text messages for
services such as deposits, transf-
ers, and payments via a mobile
phone. In this sense, it is not the
same as standard Internet
banking.

Many people might be unfami-
liar with how mobile money
works, so let me briefly explain.
You dial a short code for the mo-
bile money provider, choose ‘send
money’, and enter the recipient’s
phone number (which serves as
their account number). Next, type
the amount and your secure PIN.
That’s it — both the sender and re-
cipient get an SMS confirmation
within seconds. If you need to add
funds to your mobile money ac-
count or retrieve your PIN, you
can visit a local mobile money
agent, often found in small shops
or kiosks, which can be easier to
reach than traditional banks.

In 2010, there were just 13 mil-
lion mobile money accounts in the
world. By 2023, this had reached
more than 640 million(Chart 1).

But the total number of mobile
money accounts doesn’t tell us
what percentage of people use mo-
bile money. A small portion of pe-
ople could each have many ac-
counts. So instead of examining
absolute numbers, let us look at
the share of people with mobile
money accounts in Sub-Saharan
Africa. As Chart 2 shows, the per-
centage of people in Sub-Saharan
Africa with a mobile money ac-
count grew rapidly from 12% in
2014 to 33% by 2021.

Chart 3 shows how mobile mo-
ney has contributed to the growth
of total account ownership in Sub-
Saharan Africa and across three
countries. In 2014, one-third of
adults in Sub-Saharan Africa had a
bank account. By 2021, this had in-
creased to more than half. The
share that only had an account ata
financial institution did not change
over that period — the line is flat, at
22%. That means that almost all of
the growth in this share has come
from those getting a mobile money
account (either on its own or
alongside one from a financial in-
stitution).

One major barrier to using mo-
bile money is still not having a mo-
bile phone. The Global Findex
2021 survey asked adults without
bank accounts why they don’t use
mobile money. A lack of money
was the top reason. But the next
most common was the absence of
a mobile phone (probably related
to a lack of money). While three-
quarters of Sub-Saharan Africans
in the survey now own phones,
many countries still have low ow-
nership rates.

Chart 4 shows the share of
adults with a mobile money ac-
count against the share of adults
with a mobile phone for countries
in Sub-Saharan Africa. The two are
positively correlated: unsurpris-
ingly, people in countries with
more phones are more likely to
use mobile money.

Simon van Teutem is a writer and contributer
at Our World In Data

.
Fl'om CaSh tO ClleS: The charts were sourced from “There are now more than half a billion

mobile money accounts in the world, mostly in Africa — here’s why this matters” published at OurWorldinData.org
(OWID). The text on the left is an abridged version of the story that appeared on OWID.

Chart 1: Number of active mobile money accounts (in crores).
These are financial accounts managed via mobile devices.

Chart 2: The share of respondents who personally used a
mobile money service in the past year (in %)
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Chart 3: The share of adults who own a bank account at a financial institution only, as mobile money only, or both. The chart illustrates
how mobile money has contributed to the growth of total account ownership in Sub-Saharan Africa and across three countries.
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Of half a billion mobile money accounts globall_y_, most are
in Africa

ST W ¥ Hiv[g 3 3R HiaTsd B+ @rdl § I Sifdsiw
3BIDT | 8

Mobile Money and Financial Inclusion

Hiargd w41 3R faxfig qudw=

o By the end of today, you will probably have used your bank account — maybe to buy
groceries, pay rent, or send money to a friend.
3Tl &1 & 3id a, MO TG 3 dab /A BT SUANT I o1l 8T — B Ahall §
fh_T o1 IHH T, foman gam ar foddt fim &1 39 Ao & fo|

e Itis something many of us take for granted.
T8 59 31 2 O A ¥ & T qHg T B

e However, for more than a billion people globally, transactions only happen with
cash.

gTdifar, AT 1R ¥ TP 3RT | 3MfI% TN Sad e d-o- ol Hd gl
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That means carrying around physical notes and coins, travelling long distances just
to send or receive money, and facing the constant risk of losing it or having it
stolen.

YD AT © [ I PG AIe 3R g o o1 8 §, T Wl a1 U 3 & farg
et R TG A TS 8, 3R TRY AT @A BT GeaRT sU a1 8T B

The absence of formal banking services adds yet another hurdle for people trying
to escape poverty.

Sty afehr Qareit &t srufRufa 37 @ & fog e T a1eR Fdem § T 3R
YT & S 3|

However, in recent years, ‘mobile money’ has transformed how many people
access financial services.

gTdifp, BT o a8 H, HETSd AP 3 H3 arll & o) fawiia Aarsii 9@ ugd & dwidb
! 9ed fear g

Mobile money differs from traditional bank accounts; you don’t need a physical bank
branch or even an Internet connection.

HiaTsd 7 URURS oo TNl 9 AT §; S9D oY Hiforsd 9 mrar a1 e
PG B MTLIHT Tg! sl

Instead, you use text messages for services such as deposits, transfers, and
payments via a mobile phone.

D TOd, 30 HIGTSd BIH & ATH Y ST, TRIWR SR YT ok arefi & fag
TR AAA T TN Il g |

In this sense, it is not the same as standard Internet banking.

U A H, T8 I AT SfdhT o T8l 8|

You dial a short code, choose ‘send money’, enter the recipient's phone number,
the amount, and your secure PIN.

WW@BIET HIS ST B % 'send money' ﬂ:l?f% UTdahd! b1 B qav, R 3R
30T gRfer fUe oof v §

Both sender and recipient get an SMS confirmation within seconds.

YoM It 3IR UTdohd Gl &1 $S 8l Ydbs & SMS gf¥ frd et 5

You can add funds or retrieve your PIN by visiting a local mobile money agent,
often found in small shops or kiosks.

3y foreft =i Hiamge v+t Tl (S 3feR ©ict gl a1 H13is d 81d §) S U™
SR R SIS Tehd & T MO O I: U1 R bl g |

In 2010, there were just 13 million mobile money accounts in the world.

2010 ¥, AT & $ad 1.3 FIS AT T @ A

By 2023, this had reached more than 640 million.

2023 7%, J5 U1 64 BIAS U 311UF 81 715 1|

But total number of accounts doesn’t tell us what percentage of people actually
use it — some people may have multiple accounts.

Qb W1l B ol G g el adrc [ aad H fara= ufa=rd @i sHT SUANT
PIAE — gﬂm%aﬁ‘@ﬁﬁ‘mﬁﬁ%l

In Sub-Saharan Africa, the percentage of people with mobile money accounts grew
from 12% in 2014 to 33% in 2021.

IU-HERT SIBIHT |, AIESd -t JId! aTel Uia=id 2014 H 12% I g 2021 H 33%
Rl

In 2014, one-third of adults in Sub-Saharan Africa had a bank account.

2014 T, IU-TGRT STIdT & Th-[IETs ! & Ui 9 @ral |

By 2021, this had increased to more than half.

2021 d%, I T 38 | 34 g1 s i

The share that only had an account at a financial institution remained flat at 22%.

fSMP U9 dad fa=g IR H @17 4T, 3761 fWERT 22% W RRR BT
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e That means the growth came almost entirely from mobile money accounts.

@ o § T g v Oft R O AiaTsd wet @mel ¥ eS|

e One major barrier to using mobile money is still not having a mobile phone.
AraTSd T ST &1 T T o147 31 off Mg a WiF 3t srqufeufa g

e According to Global Findex 2021, adults without bank accounts cite lack of money
and lack of a phone as key reasons.

T BISSF 2021 & IR, S TIH! & UNI d T 81 o, d U7 B HHY 3R
B B HU B! THE R Id1d & |

e While three-quarters of Sub-Saharan Africans own phones, some countries still
have low ownership rates.
BT SU-TERT MPIPT & dH-AUTS T B A 8, $3 o= 7 ot oft v
IR Bt &R FI T

o Countries with more phone users have higher mobile money usage, showing a
positive correlation.

5 32 o 3iftre &1 w91 Y@d &, 95T Aiarsd |-l &1 SuanT 3 gidi 8, Sl U
HHRTHS Ha¢ S 2|

:/YO ibe

REUTERS,

How will YouTube’s new monetisation
policy impact creators?

YouTube said that on July 15, it would be updating its guidelines to “better identify mass-produced and repetitious content;” leading creators to

believe that low-effort Generative Al content may become harder to monetise

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:

n an update to the YouTube

Partner Program (YPP) that allows

creators to make money from their

videos, YouTube said that on July
15, it would change its guidelines in order
to “better identify mass-produced and
repetitious content.” The Google-owned
video platform added that the change

+ would better reflect what “inauthentic”
content looks like. While YouTube did not
directly mention Generative Al, man
creators and content makers believe that
the update will affect those who rely
heavily on machine generated media to
make their videos.

‘What is the new YPP policy?
YouTubers need 500 subscribers in order
for their channels to be eligible to apply
for the Partner Programme. After
securing 1,000 subscribers, partners can
unlock ad revenue and start earning from
the ads shown in their videos. This is one
way the company ensures that trusted,
high-quality content makers are rewarded
for their efforts rather than throwaway
accounts trying to make a quick buck.

There are multiple ways to monetise
content as a YouTube partner, with
varying eligibility requirements and
regional restrictions. Some of these
strategies include advertising revenue,
shopping, YouTube Premium revenue,
channel memberships, and Super
Chat/Stickers/Thanks perks that fans can
pay for.

Monetisation is a serious matter for
creators, especially for those aiming to
grow a large audience and make
high-quality YouTube videos a major

source of their income. YouTube shared
that it paid more than $70 billion to
creators, artists, and media companies
from 2021 to 2023. Naturally, many
creators also get frustrated when their
videos are demonetised for regulatory
reasons they do not understand or agree
with.

What is YouTube’s monetisation
history?

From its early days, YouTube’s approach
to monetisation has steadily evolved,
moving from a largely open system to a
more curated environment that
prioritises original, authentic content.
This progression reflects the platform’s
efforts to make the content stick for
viewers so that more valuable space can
be created for advertisers.

In the initial stages of creator
monetisation around 2016, the rules were
minimal. Channels could be monetised
almost instantly upon creation without
needing to meet specific subscriber or
watch-hour goals. This allowed for the
proliferation of “faceless™ channels that
primarily relied on low-effort content,
such as compiling viral video clips
without original commentary. These
simple compilation videos could generate
significant revenue with relative ease.

A significant shift occurred around
2018 when YouTube introduced its
now-standard monetisation requirements
— 1,000 subscribers and 4,000 hours of
watch time. This policy was a clear signal
that the platform was beginning to favour
channels that could build and sustain a
genuine audience. This update effectively
demonetised many of the simple
compilation channels that lacked original
input. Following this, YouTube continued
to refine its guidelines, targeting specific

niches that were considered low-effort
and repetitive. In 2019, channels featuring
rain sounds or ambient noise faced
demonetisation as they were often seen as
non-transformative. According to the U.S.
Copyright Law, a transformative use is a
kind of fair use that builds on original
content and creates something new.

By 2020, YouTube had also cracked
down on the wave of channels that used
robotic, text-to-speech voices to read
Reddit stories, flagging them as
“mass-produced” and unoriginal.

This historical trend will culminate in
the upcoming July 2025 policy change.
This latest update aims to “better
identify” content that is mass-produced,
repetitive, and fails to meaningfully
transform source material.

YouTube has clarified this is an
enhancement of long-standing policies,
intended to remove content that viewers
often consider spam. This move targets
channels that upload high volumes of
templated or Al-generated videos.

Is YouTube banning Generative Al
content?

While YouTube did not explicitly mention
that it was taking action against
Generative Al content, this is what many
content creators took the policy update to
mean.

The use of synthetic content such as
visuals, voiceovers, and art now raises
complex legal questions about whether
YouTube is giving users the ability to
monetise content that could one day be
hit with copyright strikes or lawsuits.

YouTube noted that it always required
creators to upload “original” and
“authentic” content to monetise as part of
its partner programme. Its new policy
says it will identify “mass-produced and

repetitious content” but does not
currently mention penalising such videos
or banning them. Users will have to
simply wait and see.

In essence, while genuine content
creators who deliver well-produced
original videos should not be impacted by
the update, those who are simply pushing
the same low-quality videos made with Al
tools to rack up subscribers and views will
face increased scrutiny in the future.

How does YouTube’s new policy
affect content creators?

For content creators, this policy shift
underscores the increasing importance of
originality and transformative work.
Channels that simply aggregate content
without adding a unique perspective or
commentary are at high risk of
demonetisation. Creators will now have to
adapt by focusing on original and
authentic videos, where a unique voice
and personality can be established. The
key takeaway for creators is to move
beyond mere aggregation and to use their
content to tell a story, offer analysis, or
provide a unique and engaging
perspective.

From YouTube’s perspective, this new
monetisation policy is a strategic move
designed to improve the overall quality
and integrity of the platform. By filtering
out low-effort, repetitive, and spammy
content, YouTube aims to keep users
coming back to its platform regularly,
which in turn encourages them to spend
‘more time on the site. This is also good
for its ads business.

A higher-quality content library not
only makes the platform attractive to
advertisers; it can also be used by its
parent, Alphabet, as fodder to train its
Gemini Al models.
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How will YouTube’s new monetisation policy impact
creators?

%Tubeﬁqéﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁm:ﬂﬁmﬁﬁum
?

e YouTube said that on July 15, it would be updating its guidelines to “better identify
mass-produced and repetitious content.”

YouTube 3 %1 fth a8 15 AT ! U MSSARY B! TS B Al "I AR
TR §1T 7T 3R GIgRTd aTd e Pt I8k UgdH &i ofl Ueh |

o This statement has led creators to believe that low-effort Generative Al content
may become harder to monetise.
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YouTube Monetisation Policy Update (July 2025)
gegd HHergaRH Hifd 3rse (Jars 2025)

e In an update to the YouTube Partner Program (YPP) that allows creators to make
money from their videos, YouTube said that on July 15, it would change its
guidelines in order to “better identify mass-produced and repetitious content.”

Yegd IR WA (YPP) & U 3Usce H, S fpued ) st difsat 3 o9 ue ot
&a’qﬁéﬂT% Yod A Bel & 15 JATS B! I8 AT TSR~ daan dre "l
3R ERTT T Hee” &l 95k 7 & UgdHT o Yo |

e The platform added that the change would better reflect what “inauthentic” content
looks like.

g = gg i SeT & I8 Igand "SIuTHIfUIG™ See &I dgdR &f1 ¥ Uidisfad H|
e While YouTube did not directly mention Generative Al, many creators believe that
the update will affect those who rely heavily on machine-generated media.

gegd A Y g1 WY SFIRfed UIMTE F1 Icaid Tl b, fch Bg (b Uy &I AT ¢ [
Ig 3UST 39 W SRR S S A=iH-wifra Mif$ar = sgd sifte Ak o B

What is the new YPP policy?
T3 YPP Hifa w1 872

e YouTubers need 500 subscribers to be eligible to apply for the Partner Programme.

ggq\aﬁaﬁ 500 HSTHTZER ! SMAIHT Bl § dlids o UIe-R UIUTH & fad 3fTde &
|

o After securing 1,000 subscribers, partners can unlock ad revenue and start earning
from the ads shown in their videos.
1,000 TSPHIZER YT H & dTG, TICTN [AQTI IToIRG B! AP DR qhd § AR
3T ST # faame T fasuA! ¥ TS TRE HR b B

e This system ensures that trusted, high-quality content makers are rewarded rather
than throwaway accounts.

I8 IR I8 YAAd il 5 i fay-ia 3k 3= uras o dee fAutar &1 33w
foret 7 o Sreumdt 3R W T[uraw ard @rd |

e Monetisation strategies include advertising revenue, shopping, YouTube
Premium revenue, channel memberships, and fan-based perks like Super
Chat/Stickers/Thanks.

HHergorRH &1 Ui # fagmes Irera, =T, gege wiftraw IeRa, a9
el 3R JuR Ae/Redv/AeT o Ha-menf¥a arH i g

e From 2021 to 2023, YouTube paid more than $70 billion to creators, artists, and
media companies.

2021 | 2023 TF, &G - fohled, HATHRI SR Hfsar Hufal o $70 faferm= @
3P BT YT foba|

o Creators often get frustrated when their videos are demonetised for reasons they
don't understand.

fopued SR fART 8) S § o9 St difea o) femAess o fear o g 8ik @
HRUN & 9 8! urd |

What is YouTube’s monetisation history?

gogd @1 HiHeIgwiRH Sfagd 1872
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In early days (around 2016), channels could be monetised almost instantly without
needing specific goals.

3T fomt & (U 2016 T), IaT BI fa1 fanedt faRiv deg & R WiRerss favan
I FehdT YUTI

This led to faceless channels using low-effort content like viral clips without
commentary.

Y fAT TeY aTd Al GRT HH Ae-Td a1dd e o IR faaey BT JudNT g3l
g 1S fewoft &Y gt ot

In 2018, YouTube set new rules: 1,000 subscribers + 4,000 watch hours, favoring
authentic creators.

2018 , g = AU 199 §F1U: 1,000 HSHHISER + 4,000 drd ©e, foR Ty wrTfors
fued 3! mffred T |

Compilation channels and non-transformative content started being
demonetised.

Tha A 3R R-UNGdTPRI e o feHHegs fhar oH &

In 2019, even ambient noise or rain sound channels faced demonetisation.

2019 & dTATaRONY af a1 qTRST &Y SHTaTet a1a ATehl B ot AN Teres faba |

By 2020, YouTube cracked down on robotic text-to-speech Reddit story readers,
calling them mass-produced.

2020 d%, Jegd 1 AaIfeP Tqe-g-afia Aee Wi Hed W wrar ot iR 32 k8
Fffa sar|

July 2025 Policy Change
qarg 2025 ifa afead=

This upcoming update aims to better identify content that is mass-produced,
repetitive, and fails to meaningfully transform source material.

g AMTHT AU 3 1 D! dgaR UgdH & 3227 I § fob i a1 e fAfda,
SIERIAER § 3R Fid Il &1 Srfqut v & =g agaar|

YouTube clarified that this is an enhancement of existing policies to remove
content that viewers consider spam.

A Wy a1 fe a8 et o1 faeaR 8, foraeT 3839 U S & g §
éﬁgﬁmﬁnnﬂﬁ%l A

The new move targets channels uploading high volumes of templated or Al-
generated videos.

g 718 Ugd I Il B Aleid Bl g S AT 9T ereics difgal &) st aem &
TS B Bl

Is YouTube banning Generative Al content?

HT gegd TT-Rfed TSNS Hee UR Ufaae T ¥6T1 872

While YouTube did not explicitly mention that it was taking action against Generative
Al content, this is what many content creators took the policy update to mean.

BTl JeId - WF FU § T8 -8 Hel (o 98 S-Rfed T3HT§ Pec & RIaTh HRATS
IR 3BT ], Wb Ps e fhuey 3 39 i 3uge o U1 & gHem|

The use of synthetic content such as visuals, voiceovers, and art now raises
complex legal questions about copyright and monetisation.

TRY, AAYSAER 3R HA1 S HAH Hee & ITANT I 3d HIURTSE 3R
nﬁ‘&gﬁmﬁ@m%ﬁu&rm%l

YouTube noted that it always required creators to upload “original” and
“authentic” content to monetise as part of its partner programme.
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Its new policy says it will identify “mass-produced and repetitious content” but
does not currently mention penalising or banning such videos.

P! T3 A Bl § b a8 "R 3R FeRIaER e T ugaH ST, Al
fragra T difeal & < a1 ufaafia & &) a1q 76 1 = 71
Users will have to simply wait and see.

B! 9 SAAR BT 3R ST G

While genuine content creators producing well-made original videos should not
be impacted, those using low-quality Al videos to gain views and subscribers will
face more scrutiny.

Safe UTHIOIS $ec fpucd o st avg A §91¢ WY Hiferd difsat 90 8, IT W
ﬁwﬁ,aﬁmmmﬁqmmﬁﬂwwsm 3R g SgM ardl W)
2l

How does YouTube’s new policy affect content creators?

gegd ! 713 HIfd dee fhted & B TUIfad Hdl 82

This policy shift underscores the growing importance of originality and
transformation.

Tg ifa uRad Aifererar 3R uRada=itear & sed Ae@ & X@ifed Har 2|
Channels that aggregate content without adding unigue commentary or perspective
are at high risk of demonetisation.

S 90l € B had THAT Hd § 3R SUH Bl Sifgeta fewoft ar efgaior =t
e, 3 fEmRerges & S= Sfam 3 5|

Creators will have to adapt by focusing on original and authentic videos with a
unique voice and personality.

fopucH @1 Hifere SR wrfvre difeal & & Sfgd o, sifgedta smaret 3R
fddad & 1Y Jg B P ierd HRA1 g

The key takeaway for creators is to move beyond aggregation and create content
that tells a story, offers analysis, or provides a unique perspective.

forued & foru Yoy Yew U8 § fF 3 haa Whad § M §¢ 3R Tu1 dhde S¢S
HeT 9a1E, fIwayor wRgd &3, a1 kv eRwir |

From YouTube’s perspective, this policy is a strategic move to improve overall
platform quality and integrity.

gegd & =D I T8 if Tyuf Wewid &Y 1uraw SR srResdr & guRA o
IUHIfA® Uga ¢ |

Filtering out low-effort, repetitive, and spammy content helps retain viewers and
increase their engagement time on the platform.

P Ngd, SIeVaeR 3R WHYE Hec & geH U ad! &1 IR 3R Wewid W
farar T 9w sear g
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* A high-quality content library benefits advertisers and also helps Alphabet in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

training its Gemini Al models.

T I TUIGHT aTelt dhee ATgeiRt 1 had [aqu-erdshi & oy arHer® gidl ©, Sfes
3P DI 3T Gemini TS HISTH &I URIfed B H it Aeg Hdl B

Big tech’s Al ad tools rattle agencies

Yet again, the death knell has been sounded for ad agencies; but hang on, they still do have a role to play due to their understanding of clients;

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

agencies will also play a significant part in the data that points Al in the right direction towards achieving a marketer’s outcome.

NEWS ANALYSIS

1GS Paper,
Vallari Sanzgiri

or the last few
F months, Swiggy, In-

dia’s hyperlocal
food delivery platform,
had been involved in the
beta testing of Google’s ad-
vertising-focused Al solu-
tions to boost its reach to
audiences. One of these so-
lutions was an improved
version of Performance
Max, which allows e-com-
merce users to re-engage
with existing customers
who are inactive.

“We’ve seen Perfor-
mance Max help new user
growth, creating an addi-
tional impact within the
range of 15% to 25%. The
bigger part is bringing
down our costs. For diffe-
rent hyperlocals, we’ve
seen the costs vary anywh-
ere between 25 % and 40
%,” said Arjun Choudhary,
Vice President of Revenue
and Growth at Swiggy, dur-
ing the launch event of
Google’s new tools in July.

Incidentally, Swiggy re-
ported an improvement in
EBIT margins and attribut-
ed this to momentum in
food delivery and the ex-
pansion of its quick com-
merce vertical last month.

At the Google event, not
only did the tech major
launch several tools such
as Al Max Research Cam-
paigns and Demand Chat
but it also said it would
soon roll out agentic Al
capabilities across Google
Ads and Google Analytics
globally. With these Al as-
sistants, advertisers could
set up campaigns that

Top gear: Meta is rolling out solutions to automate ad creation as well as buy and deploy ads. REUTERS

drive higher performance,
from onboarding and cam-
paign creation to reporting
and troubleshooting.

It’s not just Google. Me-
ta has been rolling out so-
lutions to automate ad
creation as well as buy and
deploy ads. Traditional ad-
vertising agencies that play
a huge role in the $963 bil-
lion ad market have a rea-
son to be nervous. The
new Al solutions being
rolled out by the tech ma-
jors are so disruptive they
could well kill the agency
model.

Industry observers are
already commenting on
how big a change is hap-
pening.

Take BoFA Securities,
the corporate and invest-
ment banking division of
Bank of America, which
noted that Meta’s Al assis-
tant is an “underappreciat-
ed opportunity” with the
potential to become a cen-

ee

We've seen Performance
Max help new user
growth, creating an
additional impact within
the range of 15% to 25%
ARJUN CHOUDHARY

Vice President of Revenue and
Growth at Swiggy

tral interface for content
discovery, commerce, and
productivity.

Sanchit Vir Gogia, CEO
and Chief Analyst at Grey-
hound Research, said Me-
ta’s end-to-end advertising
vision marks a “structural
rupture” in how advertis-
ing is executed.

“This shift erodes the
agency’s historical domain
of media planning and
creative scale. However,
this is a forced reinvention
moment for agencies. The
long-term value of creative
strategy, brand steward-

ship, and ethical guardrails
remains beyond the reach
of today’s Al,” said Gogia,
advising agencies to deliver
value where Al falls short.
These areas include cultu-
ral intelligence, creative
originality, and campaign
governance.

What’s changing

With big tech doubling
down on the advertising
market, analysts have been
debating the future of the
creative and marketing
agencies.

According to Jay Patti-
sall, VP, Principal Analyst,
Forrester, agencies will bi-
furcate into enterprise and
SMB (small and medium-
sized business) providers.
Large agency networks
have built AI technologies
that are comparable to Me-
ta and Google’s tools in
some respects and supe-
rior in others, he said, giv-
ing the example of agency

Big tech’s Al ad tools rattle agencies

got ¢ HUfal & T3ATS fIFTU- IUHTUT TSRMAT BT W H

W®E

Swiggy’s Use of Google Al Tools in Advertising

Rttt g1 fagmu=T # TnTer wans oo @1 SuhiT

tools that are better at
brand governance and
cross-platform  optimisa-
tion. “SMB providers will
be more focused on exe-
cuting for clients using Me-
ta, Google and Amazon’s
tools. Since big ad tech’s Al
tools will likely produce
creatives that lack differen-
tiation, SMB agencies will
be charged with building
the brand into the cam-
paigns that run on social
platforms and through
their DSPs (demand-side
platforms),” said Pattisall.
Similarly, Manish Solan-
ki, COO and Co-founder,
TheSmallBigldea, said the
world is moving in a direc-
tion where media buying
becomes faster and more
automated. This means
that resources handling
performance  marketing
might evolve into a more
analytical role where the
real win will be in creativi-
ty and cultural relevance.
“We have to ensure that
we move up the value
chain — we double down
on what Al or platforms
can’t do, strong brand
thinking and smart crea-
tives. Be the advisor, don’t
just execute. Be the
brand’s unbiased partner,
help them pick the right
miXx, not just one platform.
Work with Al, not against
it. If you know how to tell a
story, you will stay rele-
vant,” said Solanki, point-
ing out that Al learns from
what’s available in the mar-
ket while an agency will al-
ways be relevant when it
comes to originality.
Solanki also estimated
that running ads will get
cheaper, but breaking
through the noise will be

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
: patrioticias.in

Website

tougher. Regional content
will grow finally, and there
will be scale for Indian lan-
guages; but data privacy
will be a big issue. Most pe-
ople here aren’t ready for
what’s coming, he opines.

Kartik Mehta, Head of
Asia and CBO at Channel
Factory ad-tech platform,
said the maximisation of ad
exposure is still in the
hands of humans. “It’s just
going to enhance and expe-
dite the time that it takes
for campaigns to launch or
campaigns to be optimised
or produce the results that
they need on these larger
platforms. I would say [AI
integration] would be a ca-
talyst to expedite certain
areas of work,” said Mehta.

In fact, even Dan Taylor,
Vice President, Global Ads,
Google, said that advertis-
ing agencies will continue
to have a huge role to play,
despite the advent of Al
due to their understanding
of clients. He said agencies
will also play a significant
part in the data that points
Al in the right direction to-
wards achieving a marke-
ter’s outcome.

“Al can generate options
based on patterns, but the
‘why’ behind a campaign,
the core strategic insight,
the emotional resonance
that truly connects with an
audience, the ethical con-
siderations, the final cura-
torial judgment, that re-
mains fundamentally
human,” said Taylor.

Russhabh R Thakkar,
Founder and CEO, Frodoh,
says, “If platforms go direct
to clients, agencies won’t
panic, they’ll pivot.”

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)
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For the last few months, Swiggy, India’s hyperlocal food delivery platform, had
been involved in the beta testing of Google’s advertising-focused Al solutions to
boost its reach to audiences.

U3d o T 4 fFalt, URd &1 gewRaed ps fediad! wWew, IPa &
famu=-Ta wons waTu & dier uteror & e o1 A1f I8 g=fwt a@
UgH 961 9o |

One of these solutions was an improved version of Performance Max, which allows
e-commerce users to re-engage with existing customers who are inactive.

TH O T JHIYT YT IRBTHY AT BT Id JIH], Sl 5-B1HY SUGNTH T3l
& R-AfHY Hiofgl Urew! | by | Pe1 &t 3gafd a8

“We’ve seen Performance Max help new user growth, creating an additional impact
within the range of 15% to 25%.

B 3T B fop T Hag - ¢ SuanTeware #1 gfg & deg o1, o2 15%
T 25% dP SHfAad gHId TST|

The bigger part is bringing down our costs. For different hyperlocals, we’ve seen the
costs vary anywhere between 25% and 40%,” said Arjun Choudhary, Vice
Pres1dent of Revenue and Growth at Swiggy

Y Ayl a1d W%ﬁ%sﬂﬁeﬂﬁaﬂﬁﬂa‘s‘l fafia gERdle & fau
T AT H 25% & 40% T AT &, T gl FRawht & Ya=g IR MY &
159 WS el At |

Swiggy reported an improvement in EBIT margins and attributed this to momentum
in food delivery and the expansion of its quick commerce vertical last month.

R = EBIT AR & guR ot RO < 3R 391 99 ps fEeftadt & sgc nfa
3R 3T fpp BIAA afdra & fawar & fea

Google’s Al Tools and Industry Impact

TATA & T3ATE ged 3R SN UR YHTT

At the Google event, the tech major launched tools like AT Max Research
Campaigns and Demand Chat, and announced upcoming agentic Al capabilities
for Google Ads and Google Analytics globally.

A Sdc §, 39 ddb-1o! [GuTel -1 Al Hed gd $u= iR feuis de o g
Al fpu 3R TAed ®WR W Google Ads 3R Google Analytics T eifesd TIms
&IFATY URT - 1 IIyoN |

These Al assistants will help advertisers set up campaigns, from onboarding to
reporting and troubleshooting.

3 T3 R e faRu-ardrst &1 ST & awv Ruifé ik caegfen
% $AT V23 F Teg B |

It’s not just Google. Meta has also been rolling out solutions to automate ad
creation, buy, and deploy ads.

Fad T g 71, Aer + fagma feior, @ dier) oiv dard = =T B
TS T B O FR G B

Traditional advertising agencies, which play a huge role in the $963 billion ad
market may feel threatened as Al tools disrupt the agency model.

TRUR® faqru= TeiRmT, S $963 faferast & fasmom SR & o€t Yftre fFumdh
€, 3% UM ¢o & HRUI TSIl ATSd & g ¥ WRT 81 bl g
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Analyst Observations and Industry Shift

fazatue! &t fewforaT ik ST A Igad

BoFA Securities called Meta’s Al assistant an “underappreciated opportunity”
with the potential to become a central interface for content discovery, commerce,
and productivity.

T Ryaaids 3 Her & Tang SifiRd’e &1 «HH JRT|T 1T SaTR” T i
AR Eiet, HIAH 3R IATGHAT & (AU T Y $eXpd 9 Ghdl 6|

Sanchit Vir Gogia, CEO and Chief Analyst at Greyhound Research, said Meta’s
advertising model marks a “structural rupture” in how advertising is executed.

Terss R & fEah 3R vy faweives wiera IR M 3 a1 f& Aar @
IR0 Hisd 39 1 | “Ja-TedH® ge~ § [ fagmo »9 fsnfed grar g

Gogia added, agencies should now focus on creative strategy, brand stewardship,
and ethical guardrails — areas where Al falls short.

MR 3 Fel P e TR &) TTHS IV, e g@vd 3R Afae femm-
el R eH S AR A3 87 € oigt Al IR B

Agencies should offer value in cultural intelligence, creative originality, and
campaign governance.

! HEpfae i, AT Hiferdwar 3R A dare ¥ ged
T AT A1

Changing Agency Landscape

H ggard

With big tech entering advertising aggressively, analysts are debating the future of
creative and marketing agencies.

e 31 ¢ HUfT 3D ¥U T fagua § uadw #x &1 8, af fazavs fpufea
3R HTHTET TR & Yy R 9=f B R B

Jay Pattisall, VP, Principal Analyst at Forrester, said agencies will split into
enterprise and SMB (small and medium-sized business) providers.

BINEER & U 3R THE [azaives g ufeste 1 wa] i iRkl texurss
3R THUAHE! (TY 3R AW THR b ATHN) Yerdraf J faHiord gt st

Large agencies have built Al technologies comparable or superior to those of Meta
and Google in areas like brand governance and cross-platform optimisation.

oI IOl A i HaTa 3R HI9-WehiH MPHTSHRM oY &3 & AeT 3R
TR & I AT 374 IgcR TSHTS a1 [AhId &1 ¢ |

SMB providers will focus on executing with tools from Meta, Google and Amazon,
embedding brand identity into campaigns run on social platforms and DSPs.

TUUHE! UeTdT Hel, T 3R A & <o &1 IUUN HRdb TIRTd Wb
MR STt R T arat M H s ug=ar M B IR 4 S|

Creative Evolution and Value Chain Shift

AT AP 3R deg o H aeard

Manish Solanki, COO and Co-founder, TheSmallBigldea, said media buying will
become faster and automated.
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Performance marketers will become more analytical, and the real success will lie in
creativity and cultural relevance.

3R ivpfaw URifiear # grf|
Solanki advised agencies to move up the value chain and focus on what Al can’t do
— smart creatives, brand thinking, and advisory roles.

Aicie! = YOIl &1 3eg A9 T SUR 9 3R 31 BT R & dbiad B B
waﬁqmﬂﬁwm—éﬁmﬁmﬁw,mm 3R AAEPR

He added that ads will get cheaper, but standing out will be more difficult.

31 gl fo fagma | 81, afer ofie & srer fa=m iR sifties fe 8
STE|

Regional content will expand, and Indian languages will scale, but data privacy will
be a major concern.

&g ATt &1 AR BT, SR YR HINTE 58 00 WR 3 3maft, dfe
ST Muadr U 931 fiar gt

Al Will Support, Not Replace Agencies

warrE TR &1 gadq B, I ufautia 98 S

Kartik Mehta, Head of Asia and CBO at Channel Factory, said that maximisation
of ad exposure still lies with humans.

o et & TR e 3R dieien wifcde Agdr - el f& fagm— vaauer
P1 frean Ut 3ft 1 ArFal F BTU A B

Al will expedite tasks, like campaign launch, optimisation, and achieving desired
results.

|

Dan Taylor, VP, Global Ads at Google, said advertising agencies still play a huge
role due to their deep client understanding.

TNTE & TAad TS & SUTHE ST AR - ol [ fagre- Toiferar ot off
TEH! 3} TEH THS F HRU Tyl et A F

Al can create pattern-based options, but human creativity is needed for the ‘why’
behind campaigns, emotional resonance, and ethical judgment.

T3S UeH-MuTRd fad ey Ius o o §, Afe it & <o,
YTaATH® S[8Td 3R Afde FHofa & o ara Terersdr sawas ¢ |
Russhabh R Thakkar, Founder and CEO, Frodoh, says, “If platforms go direct to
clients, agencies won’t panic, they’ll pivot.”

ISIE & GRS 3R P3N T SR 3FHY Fdl 3, “Ife Qewrd R arga!
& UTY 11, 1 Tol ] gk el, 9 3 daldit|”
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Dedicated rail freight corridor nears finish line

Abhishek Law

India’s big-ticket rail infras-
tructure project, the dedi-
cated freight corridor
(DFC), is nearing
completion.

The  1.25-lakh-crore
twin-corridor initiative,
aimed at overhauling the
country’s freight move-
ment, is expected to be ful-
ly commissioned by De-
cember, a senior official of
the Dedicated Freight Cor-
ridor Corporation of India
Ltd (DFCCIL) said.

The last stretch of the
western DFC, about 110
km, is in the final stages of
development. This stretch
has missed multiple dea-
dlines in view of the seaso-
nal nature of the construc-
tion work, among other
delays. “A critical sub-sec-
tion between Vaitarana
and Khar is scheduled for

AT - yg VSl
On track: The last stretch of t

commissioning in August,
for phased commercial op-
erations ahead of full-scale
rollout,” Praveen Kumar,

Managing Director,
DFCCIL, recently told
businessline.

The eastern DFC — lar-
gely coal-linked and run-
ning from Ludhiana (Pun-
jab) to Son Nagar (Bihar) —

SEE S A

he western DFC, about 110 km, is in
the final stages of development. FILE PHOTO

is already operational. The
western DFC mostly car-
ries container and cement
cargo.

Twin arteries

The DFC creates 3,300 km
of electrified, double-line
tracks — 1,875 km eastern
DFC and 1,506 km western
DFC - reinforcing the

freight backbone between
Punjab and Bihar (to be la-
ter extended to West Ben-
gal), and between Haryana
and Maharashtra.

The corridors decongest
existing passenger routes,
reduce logistics costs, and
cut carbon emissions. The
system is built to handle
speeds up to 100 kmph —
double the average speed
of Indian Railways’ freight
trains today. Currently,
trains are averaging 50
kmph on the operational
DFC segments, and this is
expected to improve as the
rolling stock is moder-
nised. DFCCIL is already
clocking 85% capacity utili-
sation across both corri-
dors, Kumar said.

The full-scale commis-
sioning is expected to push
usage to 96-99% by
mid-2026, with the corri-
dors jointly handling 480

trains daily (240 in each
direction).

The DFCCIL is making
itself future-ready.

The detailed project re-
ports (DPRs) for three new
corridors — the East Coast,
East-West, and North-
South — have already been
submitted to the Ministry
of Railways. The estimated
cost is ¥4 lakh crore.

If cleared, the East Coast
corridor (Paradip to Vijaya-
wada) will take priority,
followed by East-West
(Kharagpur to Mumbai),
and then North-South
(Delhi to Chennai).

With most of the fund-
ing currently sourced from
the World Bank and other
multilateral agencies,
DFCCIL is now considering
refinancing a portion of its
existing debt — particularly
the World Bank compo-
nent — through the Indian

Railway Finance Corpora-
tion (IRFC).

“Talks have started. The
idea is to shift from World
Bank rates (8-9%) to IRFC’s
lower-cost borrowings
(5-6%),” an official said. An
initial tranche of about
35,000 crore is expected to

be refinanced, after
clearances.
With the Railways open-

ing up corridor mainte-
nance to public sector and
private players, DFCCIL
may explore the prospect
of bidding for upcoming
maintenance and infras-
tructure projects.

It also plans to extend
services like parcel express
trains, especially to under-
served routes like Palan-
pur, and invest in rolling
stock capable of higher
speeds.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

Dedicated rail freight corridor nears finish line

U ¥ A1 gars TaRT 39+ ifdd aRu1 & Hed

Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC) Nearing Completion

$f&H s e HINSR (DFC) YuidaT & Hi1g

o India’s big-ticket rail infrastructure project, the dedicated freight corridor
(DFC), is nearing completion.
URA P g81 ¥ aE¥a1 URAreHT, 3fEdhes e HINSR (DFC), Iuiar &
CRCES

e The %1.25-lakh-crore twin-corridor initiative, aimed at overhauling the country’s

freight movement, is expected to be fully commissioned by December, a senior
official of DFCCIL said.

21.25 G BRIS P gle? PINSR TRESHT, s 3230 3 & At gRag
DI GURAT 5, & fGHaR 9% [ A6 1681 o &1 SHE &, DFCCIL & T iRy
3BT A FeTl

e The last stretch of the western DFC, about 110 km, is in the final stages of
development.
uf3ft prC &1 sifem @S, 1T 110 frariier, e & sifaw @R # 5|

o This stretch has missed multiple deadlines due to seasonal construction delays and
other issues.
39 W = A fFafor 7 3 8ik om0 BRUll A w8 Searsd R B 2|

e ““A critical sub-section between Vaitarana and Khar is scheduled for
commissioning in August, for phased commercial operations,” said Praveen
Kumar, MD of DFCCIL.

“FARUT 3R WR & s BT U HEdYU! T ST | =T 6111 aTell &, alfch
TRUTEG ATGAID FATer Y= 5l Yob,” TAT DFCCIL & Uaie (A= wdtor
PUR - HgT|

e The eastern DFC — largely coal-linked and running from Ludhiana (Punjab) to
Son Nagar (Bihar) — is already operational.

N
o0
o
&
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gdf DFC, S TI0: HIad & FS §3 5 IR GRAT (UHE) § 99 TR ([(8R)
% Iad 5, UgA | AT g |
e The western DFC mostly carries container and cement cargo.

Ti3nft DFC 97 U ¥ deR 3R ide Are o St ¢ |

Twin Arteries of Freight Network

AT URag Acad 31 gl yHfaar

e The DFC creates 3,300 km of electrified, double-line tracks — 1,875 km eastern
DFC and 1,506 km western DFC.

DFC $d 3,300 fhaitier &1 faggdied, gigdt vefval &1 o ararg —
o 1,875 foret gdf prC 3R 1,506 fHft uf¥ft prC i@ €1

e These reinforce the freight backbone between Punjab and Bihar (to be extended to
West Bengal) and between Haryana and Maharashtra.

3 UeTe 3R fagR (18 # ufdm sme de fawarid) ok gharon sik 7Ry &
o1 &t ara uRae @1 $ig & qogd Rd 5

e The corridors help decongest passenger routes, reduce logistics costs, and cut
carbon emissions.

Y HINSR AT AT B} Wreft B, Alforedd AR 9eM, SR BT Iaoi
FH P AT P 5|

e The system can handle speeds up to 100 kmph, double the average speed of Indian
Railways’ current freight trains.

Tg yurett 100 fpH ufa 9e a6 &1 e GHTd Toadt 8, St fob adame uRda Yaa
F HIefSal F 3fid fd I SR B |

e Currently, trains average 50 kmph on operational DFC segments; this will improve
with modern rolling stock.

gdqE #, DFC & daTe] fexdl & e+ efwad 50 fapet ufa 5e &t ifd I e §; 78
TYF® AfeAT e I dgaR 8|
e DFCCIL is already achieving 85% capacity utilisation across both corridors.

DFCCIL U8 g1 Gl BIRSR & 85% &HdT SUANT U HR @1 2|

e Full commissioning is expected to push utilisation to 96-99% by mid-2026, handling
480 trains daily (240 in each direction).

2026 % AT TP T3 IRE U A8 TR SUINT 96-99% P Ugd- &1 SHITG g,
o uee f=mm 240, $ 480 oA ufafe T S|

Future-Ready Expansion Plans

Hfaw & forg TR fawar g

e DFCCIL is preparing for the future.
DFCCIL HfdsT & flt (OR 81 @1 5

e Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) for three new corridors — East Coast, East—-West,
and North—South — have been submitted to the Ministry of Railways.

T T PINSR — $%¢ PR, $I¢-_a 3R A-I13Y & fore fawgd ufedier
fXaq1¢ (DPR) Y& HaATErT 1 iU S gt B
o The estimated cost is ¥4 lakh crore.

SHTT AN k4 TG BRIS 3|
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If approved, East Coast corridor (Paradip to Vijayawada) will be prioritised,
followed by East—West (Kharagpur to Mumbai), and then North—South (Delhi to
Chennai).

e Wigd gafT, dl U0 3¢ PIRC PINSIR (URTEIY I fasraarsT) &1 urifiidsd
& o, iR $ee-ave (@SR | 4a%) ok R Arl-aey (fewdt 3 999 |

Financing and Maintenance Strategy

farratwor 3R srgRaroT TorHifa

Most current funding comes from the World Bank and other multilateral agencies.
gaqE & S i=r faauiyur fay d@ ok o sguelta veifem § @1 8l

DFCCIL is considering refinancing existing debt, particularly the World Bank
component, through Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC).

DFCCIL HIS[al U1, favy = ¥ fay 9 i &1 Ut verd fam foemm
(IRFC) & AT ¥ YA H1 | faaR X @18 |

Talks have started to shift from World Bank rates (8-9%) to IRFC’s lower-cost
borrowings (5-6%).

fay 9F R (8-9%) T IRFC P HH AT dATelt SURT (5-6%) TR RIFIIRT B
& forg STadid = g1 gl ]

An initial tranche of about 5,000 crore is expected to be refinanced after necessary
clearances.

RIS e & T H ATHT 25,000 PRIS THfaT fHT S Bt IS &, TP
Al & dg |

With Railways opening corridor maintenance to public and private players,
DFCCIL may bid for upcoming maintenance and infrastructure projects.

YA GRIPINSR & SAIREVT D! rdeii-a 3R fAeit &3 & oy Wi & qry,
DFCCIL 3T SR&UT 3R SaE~a-T URaiSISi & e giell @ Jddr |

DFCCIL also plans to extend services like parcel express trains, especially to
underserved routes like Palanpur.

DFCCIL URfe TaRai 341 St Sarsif &1 fadR & &1 off Ao ST 38T 3,
fIRIY U 9 UraTYR S S AT U AT W)

It will also invest in rolling stock capable of higher speeds.

g 3t i THTel Fep-1 ared el ¥etes H i Faw s

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page84


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

As more and more custom-
ers look for 10- to 15-mi-
nute delivery of their daily
needs, quick commerce
companies such as Swiggy
and Zippee have doubled
the number of their dark
stores — micro warehous-
ing units of 3,000-8,000
square feet.

Swiggy's quick delivery
platform Instamart in-
creased the number of its
dark stores to 1,021 at the
end of March 31, from 523 a
year ago. It added 316
stores in the March quarter
alone. The average num-
ber of daily orders per dark
store exceeded 1,000, the
company says in a letter
written to shareholders for
the fourth quarter.

Blinkit, the Q-com-
merce platform of Eternal
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Ltd (formerly Zomato), ad-
ded 294 new stores in the
fourth quarter of FY25, its
biggest ever quarterly ex-
pansion. It targets having
2,000 stores by the third
quarter of FY26, a year ear-
lier than its previous gui-
dance, according to Motilal
Oswal Research.

The company’s manage-

ment stated that with com- |

petitive intensity increas- |

ing in the sector, further
expansion and invest-
ments are expected. It em-

phasised a continued focus |

on market share gains,
even if it meant prioritising
growth over short-term
profitability, the research
firm said.

New entrant Zippee has
more than doubled the
number of its dark stores
to 80 in FY25, from 35 in
the previous fiscal.

In the last two years,
Zepto has significantly
ramped up its dark store

count, said its Chief
Growth Officer Divesh
Sawhney. Quick commerce

today is no longer just
about convenience but has
also become deeply em-
bedded in consumer lifes-
tyles. Whether it’s for fes-
tivals or everyday needs,

tronics is a clear indicator
of how fast this space is
evolving, he added.

“We concluded a phase
of active expansion to-
wards the end of FY24,
bringing our network to
over 900 dark stores - a
number that has remained
stable through FY25 year-
to-date. The focus now is
on driving depth and effi-
ciency within this foot-
print,” he told businessline.

On the need to expand
the dark store network,

! sawhney said initially the

& 7 density was concentrated

Full swing: Swiggy's quick delivery platform Instamart increased the number of its dark stores to 1,021
atthe end of March 31, from 523 a year ago. REUTERS

consumers now expect
real-time access to pro-
ducts across categories.
The strong adoption we
are seeing in newer seg-
ments like beauty and elec-

around metro hubs. Ho-
wever, the company saw a
clear opportunity in Tier 2
and emerging cities where
consumers were under-
served, especially in terms
of assortment. The res-
ponse validated this strate-
gy in markets like Ahmeda-

bad, Indore, and
Chandigarh, where stores
scaled up to 1,000 orders a
day within a few weeks of
launch - something that
typically took months even
in mature metros like Del-
hi, Mumbai, or Bengaluru,
he said.

Storage ecosystem

Companies like Godrej En-
terprises are also cashing
in on the spurt in dark
stores. Vikas Choudaha,
Business Head, Storage So-
lutions Business of Godrej
Enterprises Group, recent-
ly said in a release that with
over 10 million sq ft of
mother hubs projected to
be added by new-age star-
tups and existing e-com-
merce players in the next
23 years and more than
3,000 dark stores expect-
ed to power the quick com-

merce boom by next year,
there is a growing demand
for agile, high-efficiency
storage solutions. As India
races towards faster deliv-
ery timelines, it becomes
critical to transform the
entire storage and distribu-
tion ecosystem, he said.

Vimal Nadar, National
Director and Head-Re-
search at Colliers India, ex-
plained that Q-commerce
and hyperlocal deliveries
have complex supply chain
requirements, and this has
driven the growth of dark
stores across major Indian
cities. Within cities, the un-
derstanding of consumer
demand patterns has been
pivotal in the notable
growth of dark stores in se-
lect localities, including re-
sidential neighbourhoods.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

Quick comm firms double dark stores to meet fast delive—ry
demand

AN HAR S9d ST TR dofl | faawor &t |7t & RTHE & foe

Rapid Expansion of Dark Stores by Q-Commerce Firms

F-HIHE HUMI gRT ST TR BT deil I fTwR

e As more and more customers look for 10- to 15-minute delivery of their daily needs,
quick commerce companies such as Swiggy and Zippee have doubled the number of
their dark stores — micro warehousing units of 3,000-8,000 square feet.

S-S i UTg 3T ¢ TReXdl Bt 10 A 15 e A feefiad ot aimmax
2 2, Farft ok foraft St foves 1A Shufaal 3 3ru= g1 e Rf — 3,000-8,000
i e & TEh] IREEY — B! T G HR &l 8

e Swiggy’s quick delivery platform Instamart increased the number of its dark stores
to 1,021 at the end of March 31, from 523 a year ago.

Rt & @Rd fSeiiadl wiew i $¥em™Ie A 31U ST T &) e 31 91 dd
1,021 X &I, S Teh |Id Ugel 523 i
o Itadded 316 stores in the March quarter alone.

FHad A" foHTel 7 81 394 316 TR WIS |

e The average number of daily orders per dark store exceeded 1,000, the company
says in a letter written to shareholders for the fourth quarter.

HUT & AR, Tt faATel & forg eRuURS! @t ford Uzt § aran 141 {6 udd
ST R 3 ufafea & Sfia= SHTSR o T8 1,000 | 31U I3

e Blinkit, the Q-commerce platform of Eternal Ltd (formerly Zomato), added 294
new stores in the fourth quarter of FY25, its biggest ever quarterly expansion.

fifee, St veTa forfies (qd # wiide)) &1 7. Hd wewH §, A Fy2s &t
?ﬁﬁnﬁﬁmw@v@é,ﬁh&mwmwmwmm
|

o [t targets having 2,000 stores by the third quarter of FY26, a year earlier than its
previous guidance, according to Motilal Oswal Research.

FY26 B I fAATE I 2,000 TR BT 78T AT 71 8, Sl fob 590! fUrsett
YIST A T 99 Ugd &, i1 fob Aifaera siRgarer Rl gRT Saman T

e The company’s management stated that with competitive intensity increasing in the
sector, further expansion and investments are expected.
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HUH & Uee 3 ol 7 39 87 § ufauyf g1 & wry-ary iR fawr oik
A ot 3afic gl

o [t emphasised a continued focus on market share gains, even if it meant prioritising
growth over short-term profitability, the research firm said.

d B & SR, SO BT SR IR fEeAeRT 9T IR B, Yd &1 39T
Aadqs AYPIA® ATyl i qa-1 4 fas & wrdfiedar ¢l

Dark Store Expansion by New Entrants

U faafsal gr1 81 Wi &1 faar

e New entrant Zippee has more than doubled the number of its dark stores to 80 in
FY2S5, from 35 in the previous fiscal.

T e Rt 31T b O o T Fy2s 80 9 ST SifRres %
IH1 g, o e faxiia adf & 35 ot

o In the last two years, Zepto has significantly ramped up its dark store count, said its
Chief Growth Officer Divesh Sawhney.

foza g aul |, ﬁ@ﬁaﬁaﬁ@ﬁaﬁmﬁuﬁq@ﬁ% 1 39 AE
Ty 3peR faa=r geit 3 e

e Quick commerce today is no longer just about convenience but has also become
deeply embedded in consumer lifestyles.

31Tl &1 freh HIAY R AT & IR H 761 5, Sieh I8 SUHIIT Sia=iiel &
TeXTs 4 S T g

e Whether it’s for festivals or everyday needs, consumers now expect real-time access
to products across categories.

IR 98 AIER 81 U1 e e, SuHad 3rd faftre 3for & Il de Srae-
<ISH UET &1 308 3Ed B |

e The strong adoption we are seeing in newer segments like beauty and electronics is a
clear indicator of how fast this space is evolving, he added.

I Bl b & SR gaagI-1ad oY U &3 § 58 Sl Holgd S(U-TY fad gt
2, 98 39 &3 & dent & e Ria 89 &1 Wy & 2|

e “We concluded a phase of active expansion towards the end of FY24, bringing our
network to over 900 dark stores — a number that has remained stable through
FY25 year-to-date,” he told businessline.

38 (SIS & IdAT, “8H- FY24 & 3id I Aiehd fIwIR &1 9o i1
fopa, o §ART Acadh 900 | 31fF ST W dd Ugd T — Sl FY25 31
39 9% B Ay § RR FT g

e The focus now is on driving depth and efficiency within this footprint.

31§ I 39 Acad | MexTs 3R &l a- W g

Dark Store Penetration in Tier 2 Cities

fmgRidsd WA F1 i

e On the need to expand the dark store network, Sawhney said initially the density was
concentrated around metro hubs.

Sth WX o Aead & (AR &1 AT dl IR T - Bl [ AT J g
Al T & ST drfed ol
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However, the company saw a clear opportunity in Tier 2 and emerging cities where
consumers were underserved, especially in terms of assortment.
gTclifeh, U P feaR 2 3R U WG H Ui |1 e IuHIS] H T
WY R o, faRy wu 9§ fafqear & dauf 7

The response validated this strategy in markets like Ahmedabad, Indore, and
Chandigarh, where stores scaled up to 1,000 orders a day within a few weeks of
launch.

IGHSTATE, $ER SR LT SR FoTRT & wffpar 3 59 oM o1 wet wrfa
foraT, 8T R $O gl & WfiaR ufa 34 1,000 31TER a% uga |

This kind of growth typically took months even in mature metros like Delhi,
Mumbai, or Bengaluru, he said.

IGi- BT [ 3T e DI gig IR W feew!, Yag a1 e o fawRid det
TR | 1 HEHl ot it

Storage Ecosystem and Infrastructure Demand

YeRU I fRUfa®t a1 3R Sraw=-T &) 7T

Companies like Godrej Enterprises are also cashing in on the spurt in dark stores.

MV Teyrgas St Ui «t € T § ool 9 a1y 33738 2

Vikas Choudaha, Business Head, Storage Solutions Business of Godrej Enterprises
Group, said that over 10 million sq ft of mother hubs are projected to be added by
startups and e-commerce players in the next 2—3 years.

SIS TeUTSoS U & LIRS Ileg=Y faog & faomg s fawry Tedt A
HET & 3FTal 2-3 aul o 10 Ffera ovf we @ 3iftier & W o werdere ik
3P HUMRN RIS S &1 WU 7

More than 3,000 dark stores are expected to power the quick commerce boom by
next year.

%?Ws,oooﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ#@ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ
|

There is a growing demand for agile, high-efficiency storage solutions.
oG, I G&IAT T HSRUT FHTYTHT 1 T ool 9 ¢ 61 5

As India races towards faster delivery timelines, it becomes critical to transform
the entire storage and distribution ecosystem, he said.

I Bl fob o8 & YR et FEehad waa diar 1 3k 9 W18, T USRI
3R faaor urRfRUTIPT & B TUiaid HIAT TS 8l a1 8|

Urban Supply Chain Complexity & Local Growth

TYfe YEan $t wAfeadr 3R W e

Vimal Nadar, National Director and Head-Research at Colliers India, explained that
Q-commerce and hyperlocal deliveries have complex supply chain requirements.

wiferaw §iear & Wiy Fewe SR va- R e Arse 3 g e 7,
maﬁ?mﬁﬁmﬂaﬁaﬁmmaﬁmm%l

This has driven the growth of dark stores across major Indian cities.

SO U YR Xe3l # 8T W o1 faw gan g

Within cities, the understanding of consumer demand patterns has been pivotal in
the notable growth of dark stores in select localities, including residential
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neighbourhoods.

TR & HiaR, SUHIST HiFT U o1 g 3 fAarita sare! afed wafaa &=t
H 51 @ ) Ieaieg gfg H 3 ity Ay g1
TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper IV and Essay)

1. Experience vs. passion assets

3IYT g9 7 Huf

Experience
VS. passion
assets

THINKINVESTO

It is debatable if spending on
experiences is better than
spending on passion assets;
you must determine which
gives you more happiness;
then, your spending can,
indeed, buy you happiness

Venkatesh Bangaruswamy

Investment is what you do with your
savings. Spending is what you do to
maintain current lifestyle. Then, there
is discretionary spending, including
spending on experiences and material
goods. Here, we see why discretionary
spending on some material goods can
be just as rewarding as spending on
experiences.

Experience vs. passion assets

You can take a trip to the Antarctic or
enjoy a portside cabin on a Caribbean
cruise. Those are experiences you are
likely to relive when you share them
with friends who made similar trips.

Buying material goods, it is argued, is
different. After a while, you get used
to owning the product. So, happiness
from acquiring a luxury watch, for
instance may not last for long. Indeed,
money spent on material good, it
seems, cannot buy you happiness. At
least, not as much compared with
spending on experiences. But that
argument does not hold for passion
assets. When comparing memorable
experiences with material goods, you
ought to look at rare products not at
some high-end luxury products.

Consider spending on passion
assets such as antiques, art and rare
collectibles. The memorable moment
occurs when you acquire the asset for
your personal collection. It could have
been a lucky salvage hunt or a bargain
buy at an antique mall or a high
adrenaline auction, where you beat
other bidders to acquire the product.
The point is the story behind the
acquisition and provenance of the
asset can help relive the memorable
moment when you narrate the
experience to like-minded friends.
Also, consider this: specific
experiences become generic memory
over time. So, it is moot if you can
consciously recollect an experience
you had 20 years ago. Also, passion
assets are investments; you can sell
them later for a higher price.

Conclusion

Both experiences and passion assets
are part of discretionary spending.
You indulge in such spending to
improve emotional well-being. That,
in turn, impacts financial well-being.
The argument is you must be
emotionally happy to physically and
mentally apply skills to generate active
income during your working life. That
is why spending on experiences and
material goods (read passion assets) is
important. It is debatable whether
spending on experiences is better
than spending on passion assets. You
must determine which gives you more
happiness. Then, your spending can,
indeed, buy you happiness.
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Experience vs. passion assets

YT 999 S Suft

Investment, Spending, and Discretionary Spending

fraw, @ ol faderdta wd

Investment is what you do with your savings.
9= 98 & S 39 Su+! awrdl I HRd ¢ |
Spend| is what you do to maintain current lifestyle.
% S 31T 30 FFAT SHa WR Bl T91¢ I@H F fog wd ¢
Then there is discretionary spending, including spending on experiences and
materlal oods.
B ¢ fadereds @, o erguat ok Hifas avge R ©d i@ Bl
Here, we see why discretionary spending on some material goods can be just as
rewarding as spending on experiences.
g{ﬁ%ﬂ%@ﬁ%%g@ Wi axgail W faawrei T srgyat e & T i
Hhdl gl

Experience vs. passion assets

YT T U= T

You can take a trip to the Antarctic or enjoy a portside cabin on a Caribbean
cruise. Those are experiences you are likely to relive when you share them with
friends who made similar trips.

3G SETHeHT Bt AT TR Adhd g AT BT FA IR UICHZS Hiad BT 3G o
ﬂaﬁ% Y 3T ¢ Forg MU I SRl o T 1e v JAg v  Sff urad o Ut

TS R g & |

Buying material goods, it is argued, is different. After a while, you get used to owning
the product. So, happiness from acquiring a luxury watch, for instance may not last
for long. Indeed, money spent on material good, it seems, cannot buy you happiness,
at least not as much compared with spending on experiences.

$S AN HEd g [ HIfd® Gl Bl WS e8Il & | $© THI 918 I 3G DI
HIfTBTT 8 e SF TR 31U S| AdI-dT I <d & | oY [ T daedl ggl Wiad 9
oo arelt GRM ISt <R S1E Bid! U Fabdl ¢ | aad 8, Wifdd axgs &R Td e+ 4
= WIET O T €, HH I HH Ul S ga H|

But that argument does not hold for passion assets. When comparing memorable
experiences with material goods, you ought to look at rare products not some high-
end luxury products.

<ifeh1 I8 b U THSH WR AN 81 81dT | YIGHR SFHaT b1 ol H, 3Hueh! g
T 3 AR, 7 R 718-0e et 9|

Consider spending on passion assets such as antiques, art and rare collectibles.
The memorable moment occurs when you acquire the asset for your personal
collection. It could have been a lucky salvage hunt or a bargain buy at an antique
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mall or a high adrenaline auction, where you beat other bidders to acquire the
product.

TR, HaT 3R gAH TG axgai oRft UM Ty W g aral T AIGTR gl
21 I8 YTGITR &UT 9 AT § IF 31T I (U AT g T A Fxd § — dlg
I8 TRt Wi, Hiearell, a1 uias Sandt § o Sidtersi & i sl fam
B o T gl

e The point is the story behind the acquisition and provenance of the asset can
help relive the memorable moment when you narrate the experience to like-minded
friends.

AU I8 § fb 3 avg &1 UM & NS B ST 3R IUD! WHIOGT MU oy
R T a8 TTGTR &U7 SfiF TR ST §, WA ofd 31T S 0 B9 aTd G Bl
g g

o Also, consider this: specific experiences become generic memory over time. So, it is
moot if you can consciously recollect an experience you had 20 years ago. Also,
passion assets are investments; you can sell them later for a higher price.

Y g, I & T & Y S U THG Wi §9 9 §, 33fore I8 adbeiq &
T 3T 20 T T BT By ST T ©U J TG IR Ihd ¢ | T g, U Thew
fArawr oft §; omu 3% a1 & W o W 99 I&hd &

Conclusion

e

o Both experiences and passion assets are part of discretionary spending.
3! g SrgHa 3R IR T [Jawdi Wd &1 e |

e You indulge in such spending to improve emotional well-being. That, in turn,
impacts financial well-being.
319 TY T ¥ 30T HTGATHP YATS § JUR Hd 6, o gad H 3T! faxita Harg
TR TG STeraT 2|

e The argument is you must be emotionally happy to physically and mentally apply
skills to %enerate active income during your working life.

g db o b 3BT U~ B Siiad | kg 3T IUT H & 0T ARING 3R
ARG ¥T I G T IR

o That is why spending on experiences and material goods (read passion assets) is
important.
Zqferg Srgyal 3R Hifas axgait (IvM TeH) W T o531 W@yl 7

o ltis debatable whether spending on experiences is better than spending on passion
assets. You must determine which gives you more happiness. Then, your spending
can, indeed, buy you happiness.
I 989 I ¢ b a1 S Hal UR W AT U THey &t g1 & 98 § | SMTah!
Ig T AT AMMRT b 3o fTT o SR SMHger® g aul, e T akad &
G @l g g
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