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Aiding India’s Progress with Choice, Control and Capital
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The real fertility crisis is one of agency says UNFPA Asia Pacific director

WORLD POP TION DAY

Ramya Kannan

Nations across the world react-
ed predictably to the conclu-
sion of the UNFPA’s Global State
of the World’s Population Re-
port released last month, some
with a sense of alarm, and oth-
ers with the assurance of hav-
ing fast-tracked policies to im-
prove declining populations.
The media mostly headlined
falling fertility rates. But the
real fertility crisis, said Pio
Smith, Asia-Pacific Regional Di-
rector for the UNFPA, the Unit-
ed Nations sexual and repro-
ductive health and rights
agency, is one of agency.

“It is not about too many or
too few births. At the UNFPA,
we're looking at those fertility
outcomes that are shaped by a
range of different factors,” he
told journalists on the sidelines
of the 3rd Ministerial Confe-
rence on Civil Registration and
Vital Statistics, held in Bangkok

late last month. “There have
been many demographic alarm
bells, about falling population
rates, and some have missed
the mark. And there have been
anticipatory responses, and
some have been effective and
some less so. And they varied, 1
would say, across regions and
across the globe. Very often,
what we see at UNEPA is that,
the headlines, the policymak-
ers too often frame the decline
in fertility rates as the result of
deliberate choice.”

“At the UNEPA, we are un-
masking that to say, very often,
itis women who are too seldom
able to make voluntary in-
formed choices about their re-
productive opportunities. Par-
ticularly when you look at, you
know, about a quarter of wo-
men are unable to say no to
sex,” he added.

The report underlined that
women are, all too often
blamed for these demographic
shifts. Some governments are
employing drastic measures to
incentivise young people to

Pio Smith, Asia-Pacific Regional Director for the UNFPA, which works with

countries to provide support to people to form families. RAMVA KANNAN

make fertility decisions in line
with national targets. But the
real crisis is that the most con-
sequential reproductive deci-
sion a human being can make -
when, whether and with whom
to have a child - is being under-
mined.

The ‘alarm bell’

It is true, Mr. Smith adds, that it
falling fertility is often the face
of a woman. It begins with the
lack of equality and equity that
is afforded to girls and

women from the beginning of
life.

“And that’s the alarm bell.
That she is unable to exercise
her choice and decide whether
she wants to have a family. And
if she does, is she able to do so
in an economically and socially
responsible and acceptable
way?” Mr. Smith answered that
himself: “That’s why at the
UNFPA, we're advocating for a
lifecycle approach that invests
in women so that their
health, but also their education

The real fertility crisis is one of agency,
director
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The release of the UNFPA’s Global State of the World’s Population Report last month
triggered varied reactions — some alarmed, others confident due to proactive population

policies.

and other needs, are equitably
invested in by govern-
ments throughout their life.”

The UNFPA is tasked with
working with governments in
nearly 150 countries across the
world to provide real support
to people to form the families
that they want to, resting on a
rights-based approach to fertili-
ty. So what is this ‘real support’
and what does a rights-based
approach entail?

A rights-based approach
Mr. Smith lists these as cost of
living, gender norms, social
pressure, and uncertainty
about the future - including
about wars, conflicts, and pan-
demics. “The urgency is really
clear for us — demographic
transitions are accelerating, but
people’s choices are increasing-
ly constrained,” he says. In ef-
fect, real support is not ‘about
baby bonuses or coercive
policies’.

“It’s actually about provid-
ing support that empowers pe-
ople to help create the families

that they want. That includes
various elements like afforda-
ble housing, childcare, decent
work, and equitable pay. It's al-
so about parental leave for all
parents and all families. It's
about accessible fertility care,
reproductive health services al-
so that are accessible, particu-
larly to our adolescents,” Mr.
Smith listed.

The UNFPA is also advocat-
ing among member countries
to provide better support and
legal recognition for all family
types. Same-sex couples face
certain legal and social barriers
to full access. In this context,
the social aspect is almost more
important because legal condi-
tions can be created, but social
barriers may still stymie equal
access. So acting on the social
conditioning too is important.

“We are calling on govern-
ments to invest in rights-based
systems, that would enable re-
productive autonomy, regard-
less of a country’s fertility
rate. We have a programme
around demographic resi-

lience (2:05) and that offers pol-
icy support to help govern-
ments harness the
opportunities that are available
to them and that come with de-
mographic change,” according
to Mr. Smith.

He added that it would not

be good enough just to have a
policy. “You need leadership
that is going to be courage-
ous and that’s going to have the
foresight to look into these de-
mographic changes. They also
have to make sure that the pol-
icies are responsive, and that
they’re investing.”
(The reporter was at the 3 Mi-
nisterial Conference on CRVS
held in Bangkok at the invita-
tion of UNESCAP. (ramya.kan-
nan@thehindu.co.in))
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says UNFPA Asia Pacific
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Media coverage mostly focused on falling fertility rates, but Pio Smith, UNFPA’s Asia-Pacific
Regional Director, stated the real crisis is one of agency.
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“It is not about too many or too few births. At the UNFPA, we focus on fertility outcomes
shaped by many factors,” he said during the 3rd Ministerial Conference on Civil Registration
and Vltal Statistics in Bangkok.
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He noted that headlines and policies often assume declining fertility as a result of deliberate
choice, missing deeper factors.
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“Often, it is women who seldom get to make voluntary and informed choices about their
reproductive opportunities. Around a quarter of women can’t say no to sex,” he said.

“3RR Afgarait B 30 o+ SfUPRI & IR 7 Wfee iR gfra fAofa o7 &1 die
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The report highlighted that women are unfairly blamed for demographic changes, while some
governments push aggressive pro-natal policies to meet national fertility targets.
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The real crisis, he stressed, is about whether women can freely choose when, whether, and with
whom to have children.
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The ‘Alarm Bell’

AdTa1 B Gl

Mr. Smith said declining fertility is often represented by a woman’s face, beginning with the
lack of equality and opportunity given to girls from birth.
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“That’s the alarm bell — when a girl cannot decide whether she wants a family, or if she can
raise it safely and responsibly,” he added.

“Tgl g AT P} gl — Wd U ds! Ug fAofg 78 & Gevdl fb ag uRar Trgdt g o
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At UNFPA, we support a lifecycle approach — investing in women’s health, education, and
well-being throughout their lives.

UNFPA ¥ g Stia-Tash metivd R®I0r &1 90T ovd § — forad afgarsi & @,
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A Rights-Based Approach to Fertility

Ul & fore siftrer-emutiya eR®ior

UNFPA works with governments in 150 countries to ensure that people can form families based
on choice and rights, not compulsion.
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The 'real support' includes creating systems that enable informed reproductive choices,
removing barriers, and promoting gender equality.

Ig "aredafa® TuAA" 37 TUNTerdt &1 ST § o I WoT- fadeul o qem &y,
FHIge] B geTd, 3R AP TUHGT & Serar ¢ |

Demographic Constraints and Real Support: UNFPA's Perspective
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Mr. Smith lists these as cost of living, gender norms, social pressure, and uncertainty about
the future — including about wars, conflicts, and pandemics.
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“The urgency is really clear for us — demographic transitions are accelerating, but people’s
choices are increasingly constrained,” he says.
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In effect, real support is not about ‘baby bonuses or coercive policies’.
IR H, arafde A &1 3 T BT A & 9199 U1 qaaPdRI Aifadl’ 9 g1 5

“It’s actually about providing support that empowers people to help create the families that they
want.”

“Tg IR T AN &) FRIaT g1 a1 JHAT e oA &t a1d 8, o9 9 3ru-t gfesd
IRER EREHAT S 9 1

That includes various elements like affordable housing, childcare, decent work, and equitable
pay.

S QM & GAY AT, T SEUT, ISP BT, 3R T a1 oI faftra
WTQI

“It’s also about parental leave for all parents and all families. It’s about accessible fertility care,
reproductive health services, particularly to adolescents,” Mr. Smith listed.
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Legal and Social Support for All Families

Tt aRarRt & fore S ik amaTfore auds

The UNFPA is also advocating among member countries to provide better support and legal
recognition for all family types.
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Same-sex couples face certain legal and social barriers to full access.
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In this context, the social aspect is almost more important because legal conditions can be
created, but social barriers may still stymie equal access.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

UNFPA & 150 SR B TRBRY & 1Y Tg AT B & 1T S8 B & fobs A

Page4



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

39 Yo H, AT uge 3ifie Hgayul § it ST AT o118 S el &, dfch
TS STYTE 316 Hf T Ug" &1 AH qohdll & |
e So acting on the social conditioning too is important.
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Call for Rights-Based Systems and Leadership

SftrepR-3muria yonferal 3k Aqe &t srdta

e “We are calling on governments to invest in rights-based systems that enable reproductive
autonomy, regardless of a country’s fertility rate.”

“TH BRI Y AfUSR-Smutie yonferal # fawr $3 &1 odid $R 3@ §, S U=
EITIAAT D! G&H $X, dlg G D! Yol &R $& Wi gl

e  “We have a programme around demographic resilience that offers policy support to help
governments harness opportunities that come with demographic change.”

“GAR UMY S IPTY THETY IR U HRIHH g ol TRBR] B SIHIRSTS 19 G
& 1Y 3 ITQ THRA BT ATH I3 | Heg H & o Hifervrd IS g darg1”

e He added that it would not be good enough just to have a policy.
31 el o Paa i g1 gafg 78t vl

e “You need leadership that is courageous and has the foresight to look into these demographic
changes.”

I”

e “They also have to make sure that the policies are responsive, and that they’re investing.”

“3e g8 H G =1 g b Hiferat wfafsramsiier g oik @ e s @ 811
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United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

Full Form and Establishment

UNFPA stands for United Nations Population Fund

Originally known as the United Nations Fund for Population Activities
Retains the acronym UNFPA for historical reasons

Established: 1969 by a resolution of the UN General Assembly
Headquarters: New York, United States

Mission and Mandate
UNFPA’s mission is to deliver:

"A world where every pregnancy is wanted, every childbirth is safe, and every young
person's potential is fulfilled."

Mandated areas:

¢ Sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR)

e Population data collection and analysis

e Women’s and girls’ empowerment

e Gender equality and elimination of gender-based violence (GBV)
Key Areas of Work
Reproductive Health

e Ensures access to family planning services, including modern contraceptives
e Promotes safe motherhood by training midwives and strengthening maternal health services
¢ Works to eliminate obstetric fistula and reduce maternal mortality

Youth and Adolescents
o Offers life skills and sexuality education
e Advocates for youth-friendly reproductive health services
e Promotes meaningful youth engagement in policymaking
Gender Equality and GBV Prevention
e Works to end gender-based violence, including child marriage and female genital
mutilation (FGM)
e Empowers women and girls through education, economic participation, and legal rights

advocacy

Population and Development
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e Provides technical assistance for population censuses, surveys, and demographic analysis
e Helps governments link population trends with sustainable development goals (SDGs)
e Supports migration policy, urban planning, and climate resilience strategies

ith the world’s population having
crossed the eight billion mark,
looking at the macros is all but
natural. However, there has to be
an equal focus on the micro-vulnerable groups,
key populations and individuals on the fringes.
We must endeavour to ensure that the promise of
the 1994 International Conference on Population
and Development (ICDP) is kept, and that every
person gets the right to make informed choices
about their sexual and reproductive health, free
from coercion, discrimination and violence.

This year, the United Nations has announced
its theme for World Population Day as
“Empowering young people to create the families
they want in a fair and hopeful world”. It
highlights the ICDP’s special focus on youth, by
affirming their right to accurate information,
education and services in order to make
informed decisions about their sexual and
reproductive health. It also reflects a simple but
pressing need: of bringing youth to the centre
when envisioning the future, ensuring their
freedom of choice and opportunities.

Home to the largest youth population
UNICEF reports there being 371 million youth in
the age group of 15 to 29 years in India, making it
the world’s largest youth population. This is a
number that stretches existing resources and
systems. But with the right investments in
education, skills and also access to health,
nutrition, and family planning services, it can
become a powerful driver of national progress.
Unleashing this youth potential in India could
boost its GDP by up to $1 trillion by 2030,
unlocking a demographic divide as projected by
the World Bank and NITI Aayog, while
significantly reducing unemployment and
improving social outcomes.

India has made significant strides with
initiatives such as ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ and
the National Adolescent Health Programme,
reducing child marriage and adolescent fertility
rates. Yet, there is still room to do more as a
nation in order to address persistent challenges
such as limited reproductive autonomy,
socio-cultural barriers and gender inequality.
These continue to restrict many young people
(especially young women) from realising their
true potential.

For instance, the prevalence of child marriages
in India has reduced by half since 2006, but is
still reported at 23.3% (National Family Health
Survey-5, 2019-21). Further, teenage childbearing
among women in the age group of 15 to 19 years
was pegged at 7% nationally. But in some States,
the rate was reported to be more than double,
highlighting stark regional disparities (National
Family Health Survey-5). In addition, the recently
published State of World Population Report 2025
by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
underscores the lack of reproductive autonomy

Shrishti Pandey
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Empowerment,

IPE Global
(international
development
consulting firm)

Ashish Mukherjee
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Empowerment,
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With the right
investments in
education, skills
and access to
health, nutrition
and family
planning
services, India's
vouth
population can
boost national
progress

and the crisis of fertility aspirations, particularly
among women. More than a third of Indian adults
(36%) face unintended pregnancies, while
another 30% reported unmet reproductive goals,
i.e., an inability to exercise their choice about the
number of children they have. Almost 23% of
Indian adults faced both.

Issue of child marriage

The need is for a comprehensive, multi-pronged
strategy which includes education,
contraception access, nutrition,
mental health support and
community empowerment to tackle
the root causes rather than
addressing symptoms.

UNICEF reports that each
additional year of secondary
education can reduce the likelihood
of child marriage by up to 6%. Project
Udaan (implemented by IPE Global in
Rajasthan between 2017 and 2022), used this as
its basis; it became an example of how a
streamlined, 360° approach can drive meaningful
change for young people.

The initiative addressed the challenge of early
marriages and teenage pregnancies by keeping
girls in secondary school through the strategic
use of government scholarship schemes,
improving their awareness of sexual and
reproductive health, and improving access to
modern contraceptives for young women, which
helped bolster the voice and reproductive agency
of girls and women. The initiative led to almost
30,000 child marriages being prevented and
nearly 15,000 teenage pregnancies being averted,
while also ensuring an education and a bright
future for these girls.

Similarly, the Advika programme, launched by
the Government of Odisha in partnership with
UNICEF-UNFPA in 2019-20, has made strides in
preventing child marriage through strategies
which include strengthening state systems,
fostering awareness about child protection issues,
and empowering adolescents through education,
skill development and leadership training. Its
youth-focused approach has enabled about
11,000 villages to be declared child marriage-free;
in 2022, nearly 950 child marriages were
stopped.

Addressing child marriage and early
pregnancy is essential, but true empowerment
means going further - equipping adolescents,
especially girls, with the skills, the education and
the opportunities they need to lead independent
and meaningful lives, while also fostering
enabling environments that support their agency,
voice and participation in decisions that affect
them. This includes the timing of their marriage,
reproductive freedom (whether or not to have
children, the age at which they have the first
child, the number of children they wish to have),
or how they choose to live meaningful lives on

POPULATION

their own terms. At the heart of this
empowerment lies economic independence.
When economically empowered, women gain the
resources, the confidence and the voice to shape
their futures and contribute meaningfully to
society.

To address the issues surrounding women’s
economic empowerment and the low female
labour force participation, Project Manzil is being
implemented by IPE Global in collaboration with
the Government of Rajasthan in six
selected districts (2019-25). The
programme which utilises a
human-centred design approach,
understands the aspirations of young
women, then aligns skill training with
these aspirations, and enables them
to have unhindered access to
dignified employment opportunities
at gender-friendly workplaces. As
with all effective programmes, this
has been complemented with addressing harmful
social norms through consistent behaviour
change communication strategies. The project
has made families prosperous and has also
transformed communities. For instance, it helped
28,000 young women (ages 18 to 21 years) to
complete skill training at government skill
training centres — 16,000 were employed, making
them the first generation of women from their
communities to enter skilled professions.
Empowered by financial stability, these young
women exude better negotiation power to delay
or get married.

Accelerating progress

The State of World Population 2025 report aptly
focuses on rights-based, multi-sector investments
and underscores that progress hinges on
expanding universal access to contraception, safe
abortion, maternal health and infertility care, and
also in removing structural barriers such as
education, housing, childcare and workplace
flexibility. It also emphasises that investing in
girls’ education, life-skills development,
conditional cash transfers, community
mobilisation and health services delivers
measurable gains. Programmes such as Udaan,
Advika and Manzil showcase how these
investments can be brought to life and improve
the future of youth everywhere.

The UN Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres,
has rightly called for this World Population Day to
celebrate the potential and the promise the
largest-ever generation of youth holds. It is
important to remember that they are entitled to
shape their futures by making informed choices
about their health, families, careers and lives.
India stands at a defining moment on its
development journey, and its success will depend
on how well it can understand the aspirations of
its youth, amplifying the voices of young women,
and helping unlock opportunities for them.

Aiding India’s Progress with Choice, Control and Capital
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World Population Day and Youth Empowerment

fay sen feay ik garsi &1 a=red =M

With the world’s population having crossed the eight billion mark, looking at the macros is all
but natural.

ST &) SEET 316 3RE F APS B UR B I ¢, TR THT SRPI0T 3T
WHIfad g

However, there has to be an equal focus on the micro-vulnerable groups, key populations and
individuals on the fringes.

ETdifh, Y&H TR & PSR THE!, TR S-HET 971 3R 1RA W us aafdal iR of
A & &1 SIS g |

We must endeavour to ensure that the promise of the 1994 International Conference on
Population and Development (ICPD) is kept.

T I8 YFITET B3 &1 T BT 10T (% 1994 Y THEAT 3R fadr W Siarisha
W@ (ICPD) HT d1al IR1 fhar S|

Every person gets the right to make informed choices about their sexual and reproductive
health, free from coercion, discrimination, and violence.

TR Tl BT 3T A 3R UST- TTRA R THHRI TR TYTid fofg o1 o1 sifder
ret, St STaRewdt, HeHTa 3R AT g gl

This year, the United Nations has announced its theme for World Population Day as
“Empowerlng young people to create the families they want in a fair and hopeful world”.

39 Y, g Y A fay SEe faay ot d19 9ifid &1 8 «garsil &1 H&m a1 fr o
TP Yl 3R m=MaTd! gf+ar & 3= gfedd ufvar -1 9d7 |

It highlights the ICPD’s special focus on youth, affirming their right to accurate information,
education, and services.

Ig ICPD §RT gaT3fi IR 3T ¢ faRiv 9k &1 Twiferd &=l 6, 3R 37D A td THPR,
fRrem ofik Aar3i F PR o1 g FRar s

It reflects a pressing need to bring youth to the centre when envisioning the future, ensuring
their freedom of choice and opportunities.

g U ST SHTIRAH T B ST 6: UIAS B Heu-T Hed THT arsi o dx § a1
3R 3% TUH Pt WqaTaT 3R ATEN ! AT FHRAT

India’s Youth Demographlc and Its Potentlal
YRA B! AT THEBAT 3R I GHTFATY

UNICEEF reports there being 371 million youth (age 15 to 29 years) in India, making it the
world’s largest youth population.

A% & STER YR | 371 Fferas gar (3mg 15 & 29 o) §, S 3 g &t 9 9t
g4l TS} §91 5|

This stretches existing resources and systems, but with right investments in education, skills,
health, nutrition, and family planning, it can drive national progress.

ugﬁagrwuﬁaﬁvw%ﬁmamm% AT 3R R, Pivre, TaTRAY, WYy,
3R ke e & 981 Faw 81, @ g8 g Wl &1 Hid 59 Joba 8|

Unleashing this youth potential could boost GDP by up to $1 trillion by 2030, unlocking the
demographic dividend (World Bank and NITI Aayog).
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Y AT & 1 SOR TR I 2030 9 SieTdl # $1 R o @ 3fg 8 gt § &R
g SIS 1T ATHIRT ! TIHR HR b ¢ (Fay d% iR f 3T & S aR) |
e It could also significantly reduce unemployment and improve social outcomes.
g‘s’aﬁmﬁﬁwsawmmw% 3R AT TRUITHT B dgaR -1 bl
I

Policy Achievements and Persistent Challenges

Hferra Suafrar eix evmar o+ gfaar

¢ India has made strides with initiatives such as ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ and the National
Adolescent Health Programme, reducing child marriage and adolescent fertility rates.

YRA A S Fa1en 3¢t uerai SR AP AR WTRa STdwH okl us o HieH 9
9191 faaTg SR fHr=iRTaRIT # o &% &1 $1H B3 & Wfd i 5

e However, challenges remain, like limited reproductive autonomy, socio-cultural barriers, and
gender inequality.

gTaifs, WG Uo TarawdT, AR ipfa® a1UTg, 3R Aftre sRyATar St
ﬁﬁm&m’lﬁﬁg‘é%l

¢ These issues continue to restrict many young people, especially young women, from realizing
their true potential.

mﬁwﬁ,mwﬁwmﬁ,ﬁmmﬁwmmmﬁﬁ
|

Data and Disparities in Gﬁ)?oductlve Health o
TS WA ¥ 3idg

e Child marriages have reduced by half since 2006, but still stand at 23.3% (National Family
Health Survey-5, 2019-21).

2006 ¥ T FaTE 1 o= SMef 8 7 &, b 27t 7 o ot 23.39% ¥ @A TiRkaTRe @A
HJ&fur-s5, 2019-21) |

¢ Teenage childbearing among women aged 15 to 19 was 7% nationally, but more than double
in some States.

159 19 a9 ) igasll # friRTawut # A1 o & I TR R 7% B, Afe1 58
41 H T8 SR & Y 3iferes e
e The UNFPA’s State of World Population Report 2025 highlights lack of reproductive
autonomy and crisis of fertility aspirations, especially among women.

|G Y TSI B (UNFPA) 1 fay s e 2025 1 goi=+ Wrawdr o1
FH 3R YT THiGNSH & HPhe oI [y U § Afgansii & GeH § IR frar mn g |

e Over 36% of Indian adults face unintended pregnancies, and 30% report unmet reproductive
goals.
36% W TP HRATT TADT B! STATE! THURT BT AHAT BT IS 8 3R 30% P!
TSI 318 31y 38 e B

e Almost 23% of Indian adults faced both issues.
TIHIT 23% HRATT 9a%H] DI G FHATSA BT FHAT BT UST|
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Issue of Child Marriage

a1t faarg ST geT

The need is for a comprehensive, multi-pronged strategy which includes education,
contraception access, nutrition, mental health support and community empowerment to
tackle the root causes rather than addressing symptoms.

LD § U STUD, TEATATHY Torifa &, fored e, mifRius #Y Iuerstr,
TIyT, AR TR eTaaT 3R TG &1 G=Iad -1 M ) a1 a&fon &
T G BRUT DI g1 a1 off T |
UNICEF reports that each additional year of secondary education can reduce the likelihood of
child marriage by up to 6%.

Ui & SR, urafies fRien &1 ude sifaiked a9 a1d f9d1g & JyTa1 &1

6% DB HH B THAT 3 |
Project Udaan (implemented by IPE Global in Rajasthan between 2017 and 2022) used this as
its basis; it became an example of how a streamlined, 360° approach can drive meaningful
change for young people.

ST | IPE Tlad §RT 2017 & 2022 & §i9 a1 {1 141 Wiside 38, 39 SMUR
TR B ST 8; T8 T ST BT SETER0 5 11 b TS, 3600 TRBIUT H garall & forw
e ufvaed a1 gHar g

The initiative addressed the challenge of early marriages and teenage pregnancies by keeping
girls in secondary school through the strategic use of government scholarship schemes,
improving their awareness of sexual and reproductive health, and improving access to
modern contraceptives for young women.

34 Ugd 2 ®H 39 ¥ faarg ok frznzrawr & mibemur ot gk &) Saifda foran,
ORI BEAGR SIS & IUHITAD ST & JA1H I dsihdl ol ATefys fagmea &
T 3T, 30! T 3R YoT+1 WA P ARTEHdl 9¢Ts 3R Yf® T Riu®! a@

Ugd gHiEd ol

This helped bolster the voice and reproductive agency of girls and women.

Y dsfohal 3R Afgarsii o1 maret 3NR Ue IRIPBR Hoied gu|

The initiative led to almost 30,000 child marriages being prevented and nearly 15,000 teenage
pregnancies being averted, while also ensuring an education and a bright future for these
girls.

39 Ugd = ATHAT 30,000 ST a1 A 3R B 15,000 FH=NR Mefemmor &1 ererr, I g1
2 Asfordl & fod e ik Iwtaa Hfasy gy foa

Advika Programme

3fgeT FripH

The Advika programme, launched by the Government of Odisha in partnership with
UNICEF-UNFPA in 2019-20, has made strides in preventing child marriage through strategies
like strengthening state systems, raising awareness, and empowering adolescents.

2019-20 ¥ NI TRHR gRT FARAE-JEATHET & g A IR= foran T sifgadr
PRIHH', I YUTTrA] ) ASTgd BT, TRebdl g1 3R fHRRY & J=red a1
Wwﬁﬁﬁ%mm@wmﬁaﬁﬁwwél
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e Its youth-focused approach has enabled about 11,000 villages to be declared child marriage-
free; in 2022, nearly 950 child marriages were stopped.

P AT Bisd SVHIV T HIG 11,000 Tidi DT 16 faare Gaa °Ifvd foar T, 2022
T 950 9T faaTE I MY

True Empowerment

=T

e Addressing child marriage and early pregnancy is essential, but true empowerment means
equipping adolescents (especially girls) with skills, education and opportunities to lead
independent and meaningful lives.

19 faaTe SR Y3t THfaRIT B TSfRId B SRt 8, b1 T RIfaIch ol 1
Taad ¢ for fPRY (faRiv = u & asfeal) & S, Riar ok sawR) § gufeid &A1
dTfes 3 e 3R A1 Sfia ot 9 |

e Italso involves creating enabling environments that support their agency, voice and
participation in decisions affecting them.

S U W& AATaR YT 91 4 =00 & S 3o fof, smaret oik urfierdt &1 aweds
B B

e This includes decisions like timing of marriage, reproductive freedom, and the number of
children they wish to have.
¥ fufg oY faaTg &1 994, wor &t Wdadr 3R d feras 9= 91gd §, a5 |

e At the heart of this empowerment lies economic independence.
S TRIKIBRUI b g H § e wac=rar |

e When economically empowered, women gain resources, confidence and voice to shape their
futures and contribute to society.

e Ay i U A T2 gial &, o 3 AT, MTATIYTT 3R 3Tl Ui Bt o
o 3 3T U™ 3MBR S Tohel! & IR THS H TRIGH B Tl B |

Project Manzil
wieige Hfera

e To address women’s economic empowerment and low female labour force participation,
Project Manzil is being implemented by IPE Global with the Government of Rajasthan in six
districts (2019-25).

Afgersil o snfife Txiferaepor 3R Afger 99 9o # HH HFTiGRY 1 Faifd S
e, Tiotae wioTd @1 IPE T gRT ISR SRR & JgdiT 4 B8 fordl # (2019-25)
ptERISIESE]

e The programme uses a human-centred design approach, understands the aspirations of young
women, aligns skill training accordingly, and provides dignified employment in gender-
friendly workplaces.

Ig HHH HIFG-bigd fSHTgT B0 1 IUTNT H3a 8, gar Afgansit &Y smapiemsit
DI JHAT ], I ST BIRTS URAEUT FH1 § 3R ARrep-afew srdwral # wiamgef
RISATIR UG a1 5|

e The programme also addresses harmful social norms through behaviour change
communication strategies.
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%mewmﬁﬁ%mmﬁaﬁwwmwaﬁaﬁ
1 TSR R B |

e The project has made families prosperous and also transformed communities.
3 URESHT A URERY B T R JHTS S gRafdd fHar g |

o For instance, it helped 28,000 young women (ages 18 to 21 years) complete skill training at
government centres — 16,000 were employed, becoming the first generation of skilled women
in their communities.

IeTERU & foTg, 39 28,000 ar Afgarait (18 A 21 9¥ FI 3y H! W Hal & PR
R T HA A Hee B — o T 16,000 P AR FAraT, iR I 307 TR &t ugelt
oI Afger fidt s

o Empowered by financial stability, these young women exude better negotiation power to
delay or decide on marriage.
faita FRURaT © I3 g5 3 ga1 wigant T Y eTa= a1 a9 $= d dga ok grar
fozamelt &
Accelerating Progress
T Y o BT

e The State of World Population 2025 report aptly focuses on rights-based, multi-sector
investments and underscores that progress hinges on expanding universal access to
contraception, safe abortion, maternal health and infertility care, and also in removing
structural barriers such as education, housing, childcare and workplace flexibility.
fay s fRufd 2025 R Sugad w0 3 siteR-snuti, 9g-ata g m&fea
& 31 7 Xwifdrd Bl & fob oifer g o WR R et & b malferteres, FRfdre mefura,
T TR 3R T SEUTA a6 JTaHS Uga &1 Y dgran o, 3R R, smare
maﬁmaﬁvwmﬁxﬁwmmaﬁﬁﬁmw|

e It also emphasises that investing in girls’ education, life-skills development, conditional cash
transfers, community mobilisation and health services delivers measurable gains.

Tg ug H ik 3t § T wrefopal @t R, saw-siwre faery, Ird Tave RiEaR,
e @t Afspa UrfigRY ol wra dareit & FHawr & ara-ig ey fidd 81

e Programmes such as Udaan, Advika and Manzil showcase how these investments can be
brought to life and improve the future of youth everywhere.

IS, SifepT 3R Hfora 9 SRiswH Tg fewd © fos 57 A=l 1 iy TR Tl TR R
mm\—ﬂw% 3R B T gaTsii & HiIsT Y dgaR 711 o G 6|

e The UN Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres, has rightly called for this World Population
Day to celebrate the potential and the promise the largest-ever generation of youth holds.

wmﬁa@ﬁﬁﬁvﬁﬁwﬁwﬁqmmmwwaﬂ

T IS1 gar Yt B &ar 3R 918 F1 IId HAM F1 3 [Har g |

e It is important to remember that they are entitled to shape their futures by making informed
choices about their health, families, careers and lives.
g TG G- 78Ul ¢ b Jarsii 1 3o T, URAR, $RaR iR sftas & aR & gfua
Ao A s Hfdsr BT e ¢ o1 SRER B

e India stands at a defining moment on its development journey, and its success will depend on
how well it can understand the aspirations of its youth, amplifying the voices of young
women, and helping unlock opportunities for them.

YR 30 I T & U vt Al R W17, 3R 393! Ihddl 39 a1d IR AR
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UNICEF

e [Established on December 11, 1946, in New York as the United Nations International Children’s
Emergency Fund, to aid children affected by World War I1.

e Became a permanent UN agency and renamed the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in
1953.

e Awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in October 1965 for its global efforts in reducing disparities and
fostering international solidarity.

2. Mission & Core Functions

UNICEF works in over 190 countries and territories, driven by its mandate from the UN General
Assembly to ensure every child’s right to survive, develop, be protected, and participate.

Key Focus Areas include:

Child health & immunization: Largest global vaccine provider

Nutrition & sanitation: Combats child malnourishment and improves WASH
Education: Supports early learning, inclusive classrooms

Child protection: Safeguards against violence, exploitation

Humanitarian response: Delivers relief during crises

Social policy & advocacy: Strengthens national child rights and policies
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PICTURE OF THE WEEK
All eyes on Pandharpur

Warkaris, members of a Hindu religious tradition called the Warkari Sampradaya, dance on the banks of the Chandrabhagha river on the occasion of Aashadi Ekadashi in
Pandharpur in Maharashtra. Ashadhi Ekadashi is a significant pilgrimage for devotees of Lord Vitthal. EMMANUAL YOGINI

Ashadhi Ekadashi
Basic Information

e Occasion: Hindu religious observance

o Falls on: Ekadashi (11th day) of the Shukla Paksha (waxing phase) of the Ashadha
month (June—July)

e 2025 Date: Likely to fall in July 2025 (exact date varies yearly by lunar calendar)

o Significance: Marks the beginning of Chaturmas (four holy months); Lord Vishnu
is believed to go into yogic sleep (Yoga Nidra)

e Main Deity Worshipped: Lord Vitthal (Vithoba) — a form of Lord Vishnu/Krishna

Religious Significance

e On this day, Lord Vishnu is believed to rest in the Ksheer Sagar (cosmic ocean)
until Prabodhini Ekadashi (in Kartik month, four months later).

e Thus, no auspicious ceremonies (like marriages) are held during Chaturmas.

o Devotees fast, offer special prayers, sing bhajans and abhangas, and engage in
charitable acts.
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Cultural and Regional Importance

e Maharashtra: Pandharpur Wari Yatra

o Ashadhi Ekadashi is the culmination of the Warkari pilgrimage (Pandharpur
Wari), one of the largest and oldest annual foot pilgrimages in the world.

o Devotees (called Warkaris) walk hundreds of kilometers to reach Pandharpur, the
main temple town of Lord Vitthal and Rukmini.

o Pilgrims carry palkhis (palanquins) of famous saints like Sant Dnyaneshwar (from
Alandi) and Sant Tukaram (from Dehu).

o Devotional songs called abhangas are sung in groups, accompanied by traditional
instruments like ektara, taal, and mridangam.

Other States

e Celebrated in Gujarat, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Odisha with regional
variations.

e In Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, it is often associated with Lord Vishnu and Lord
Jagannath.

Associated Saints and Bhakti Tradition

* Deeply connected to the Bhakti Movement in Maharashtra.
* Prominent saints:

e Sant Tukaram

e Sant Dnyaneshwar
e Sant Namdev

¢ Sant Eknath

Sant Tukaram (17th Century)

Birth: c. 1608 CE | Place: Dehu, Maharashtra
Language: Marathi

Key Contributions:

» Composed thousands of Abhangas (devotional poems) in praise of Lord Vitthal
(Vithoba).

* Emphasized personal devotion (bhakti) over rituals and caste.

* Promoted equality, non-violence, and humility in worship.

* Rejected idol worship in temples dominated by the elite; promoted community worship
and Kkirtans.
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Notable Facts:

* Was a contemporary of Shivaji Maharaj.
* His palkhi (palanquin) from Dehu to Pandharpur is a central part of the Wari Yatra every
Ashadhi Ekadashi.

* His teachings are deeply embedded in the Warkari Sampradaya.
Sant Dnyaneshwar (Jnaneshwar) (13th Century)

Birth: 1275 CE | Place: Alandi, Maharashtra
Language: Marathi

Key Contributions:

* Wrote the Dnyaneshwari, a Marathi commentary on the Bhagavad Gita, which made
Sanskrit philosophy accessible to the common people.

* Promoted universal brotherhood and divine unity (advaita).

* Preached that spiritual liberation is possible for all, regardless of caste or gender.

* Introduced complex Vedantic concepts in a simple vernacular form.

Notable Facts:

* Took Sanjeevan Samadhi (voluntary death while alive in meditation) at Alandi at the age
of just 21.
* His palkhi also travels during the Wari Yatra, starting from Alandi.

Sant Namdev (13th Century)

Birth: c. 1270 CE | Place: Narsi, Hingoli, Maharashtra
Language: Marathi, Hindi, Punjabi

Key Contributions:

* Devoted his life to bhakti of Lord Vitthal.

* Composed abhangas and hymns that focused on love and devotion over ritualism.
* Strong advocate of equality among castes; spoke against Brahmanical orthodoxy.

* His hymns appear in the Guru Granth Sahib, showing his pan-Indian influence.

Notable Facts:
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* Travelled to Punjab, Delhi, and even South India, spreading his message of devotion.
* Considered a spiritual link between the Varkari and Sikh Bhakti traditions.
* He is equally revered in Maharashtra and Punjab.

Sant Eknath (16th Century)

Birth: c. 1533 CE | Place: Paithan, Maharashtra
Language: Marathi

Key Contributions:

* Translated the Bhagavata Purana into Marathi (called Eknathi Bhagavat).

* Promoted ethical living (sadachara), truthfulness, and devotion.

* Advocated social justice, denounced untouchability, and uplifted marginalized
communities.

* Known for composing bhajans, abhangas, and bharuds (satirical poems).

Notable Facts:

* Emphasized integrity and humility in daily life.

* Believed that serving humanity is equal to serving God.

* Considered a bridge between Dnyaneshwar’s philosophy and Tukaram’s devotional
movement.

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And International
Relations)

1. Supreme Court on Voter List Revision in Bihar

faeR o wagrar g = R giE a1d

2. Indian team for U.S. again to seek clarity on tariffs and
negotiate trade deal further

AT & fg URdra &9 {5 I Yob IR Tydr Ui s34
3R UTUR JHESNA UR 3(FI rd<id B4 & g

3. Zonal Councils now ‘engines of cooperation’ and not just
discussion forums, says Shah
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5. Centre, UNICEF to provide career counselling for Eklavya
students

&% 3R IO gRT tHad Sl & fore wivaR st
T fohaT siem
6. Widen the Net .
ST (AC) &1 Barg
7. The need to safeguard the right to vote
G & AMfUBR DI JRE&T DI ATAgH T

8. UN Warning Over US Sanctions on Expert

Y Y B et ufdeel uR Sara-
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‘Consider Aadhaar, EPIC, ration card as proof’

The Supreme Court was hearing pleas against the
special intensive revision of the voter list in Bihar

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I on Thursday asked
the Election Com-

mission (EC) to consider
Aadhaar, elector photo
identity card (EPIC), and
ration card as proof for
voter registration in the
ongoing special intensive
revision (SIR) of the elec-
toral rolls in Bihar.

The court referred to
the EC’s submission that
its list of 11 documents for
verification of voters was
not “exhaustive”. “There-
fore, in our prima facie
view, since the list [of doc-
uments] is not exhaustive,
it would be in the interest
of justice if the EC would
also consider the follow-
ing documents, Aadhaar,
EPIC, issued by the EC it-
self, and ration card,” the
court dictated in its order.

No stay

A Bench of Justices Sud-
hanshu Dhulia and Joyma-
Iya Bagchi allowed the SIR
in Bihar to “go on”. It did
not pass any interim order

of stay. The court listed
the case for further hear-
ing on July 28, prior to the
publication of the draft
electoral rolls in August.

The court said its judi-
cial review of the SIR
would focus on the EC’s
power to undertake the
exercise, the manner in
which it was conducted,
and the chosen timing,
which, it described as “ve-
ry short”. It noted that the
revision in Bihar ap-
peared nebulous — neith-
er “summary” nor “spe-
cial” as defined under
Section 21 of the Repre-
sentation of the People
Act, 1950.

“This issue is very im-
portant. [t goes to the very
roots of our democracy. It
is about the right to vote,”
Justice Dhulia observed.

The EC objected to
Aadhaar, stating it was a
document for identity ver-
ification and not proof of
citizenship. Aadhaar, it
said, was also issued to
non-citizens who were or-
dinarily resident at a
place.

“The

Aadhaar  Act

It says issue goes to very roots of democracy, and list
of 11 documents for voter verification is not exhaustive

SIRin top court

The Supreme Court will
take up for further hearing
on July 28 the case
against the special intensive
revision of the electoral
rolls in Bihar

What the court

will focus
on: Election
Commission’s
power to
undertake the
exercise; the
manner in which it
is conducted; and
the chosen timing
just months
ahead of the
Assembly election

Court finds
the revision
nebulous —

| neither ‘summary’
nor ‘special’ as
defined under
Section 21 of the

clearly says it is not proof
of citizenship. The EC can-
not exalt the status of the
Aadhaar,” senior advocate
Rakesh Dwivedi, appear-
ing for the commission,
submitted.

Justice Dhulia, howev-
er, remarked that Aadhaar
was one of the primary
identity documents, and
the SIR was about esta-
blishing identity. “If 1
want a caste certificate, |

Petitioners call it ‘citizenship screening’

of vulnerable groups under the guise of
voter regi: ion; Election C n has no
jurisdiction to ascertain citizenship

The Aadhaar Act clearly says
itis not proof of
citizenship. The EC cannot exalt the
status of the Aadhaar. - EC

IfT want a caste certificate,
I show my Aadhaar. A doc-
> Aadhaar, consid-
ered basic for getting other
documents, is not part of
the 1l documents? The

Representation of
the People

Act, 1950 DHULIA

show my Aadhaar. A doc-
ument like Aadhaar, con-
sidered basic for getting
other documents, is not
part of the 11 documents?
Caste certificate is one of
the documents among the
11, but not Aadhaar? The
entire exercise of SIR is
about identity only. You
want to know whether
this person is A or B,” he
said.
Justice

Bagchi con-

entire exercise of SIR is
about identity only.
JUSTICE SUDHANSHU

curred, stating that none
of the 11 documents listed
in the EC’s June 24 notifi-
cation established citizen-
ship. “The statute, Repre-
sentation of the People
Act, allows Aadhaar,” Jus-
tice Bagchi said.

The EC was also repre-
sented by senior advocate
K.K. Venugopal.

Mr. Dwivedi urged the
court to clarify that it
would be at the commis-

Supreme Court on Voter List Revision in Bihar
fogR & wacar = ST R i B

The Supreme Court on Thursday asked the Election Commission (EC) to consider
Aadhaar, elector photo identity card (EPIC), and ration card as proof for voter
registration in the ongoing special intensive revision (SIR) of the electoral rolls in Bihar.

U $1¢ 1 AR I gA1d RNT (EC) A fIgR # 9 ¥8 faw T8+ =3evn (SIR)
P SR AdSIdT Usiipeul & forT SMYR, Seiae’ BIe! Ugd UF (EPIC) 3R I H1S
&1 YHIU & =0 | A & fore Far

The court referred to the EC’s submission that its list of 11 documents for verification of voters
was not “exhaustive”.

HIC A EC & 39 HY BT 3@ [T fob Adard TeTo & forT 3! 11 Swarasil &1 gt

«Egul” g1 ¢ |

sion’s “discretion” to ac-
cept Aadhaar, EPIC or ra-
tion cards. Justice Dhulia
responded that  the
court’s order was “clear”.

Mr. Dwivedi said the re-
vision was necessary, as
the last intensive revision
in Bihar was in 2003. He
said 60% of enumerations
- around 5.5 crore — had
already been completed,
with half uploaded on the
EC’s new digital platform,
ECI Net. “For the first
time, we have created ECI
Net where the documents
would be uploaded. This
drive need not be repeat-
ed, except for adding
names,” he said.

‘Citizenship screening’

The petitioners, repre-
sented by senior advo-
cates Kapil Sibal, A.M.
Singhvi, Gopal Sankarana-
rayanan, Shadan Farasat
and Vrinda Grover, de-
scribed the SIR as “citizen-
ship screening” of vulner-
able groups under the
guise of voter registration.
They argued that the EC
had no jurisdiction to as-
certain citizenship, which

Court notes that the revision in Bihar appeared
nebulous — neither ‘summary’ nor ‘special’

was the responsibility of
the Union Home Ministry.

Citing a Bihar govern-
ment survey, Mr. Sibal
submitted that 87% of the
population had Aadhaar,
while only 14% had ma-
triculation certificates and
2% had passports. “This
means a substantial por-
tion of the population risk
disenfranchisement des-
pite having an Aadhaar.
The burden has suddenly
fallen on the citizen to
prove she is indeed a citi-
zen,” he said.

Justice Bagchi raised
questions about the strict
deadlines of the SIR pro-
cess. “You say within 30
days citizens have to do
this and another 30 days
they have to do that... The
timing is very short... Why
is SIR so election-fo-
cused,” he asked.

Mr. Sankaranarayanan
questioned why the SIR,
meant to be implemented
nationwide, began in Bi-
har ahead of the election
later this year.

USED IN EARLIER ELECTIONS
» PAGE 5

“Therefore, in our prima facie view, since the list [of documents] is not exhaustive, it would be
in the interest of justice if the EC would also consider the following documents, Aadhaar, EPIC,

issued by the EC itself, and ration card,” the court dictated in its order.

"SHIAT, BHR UYH THAT fIaR #, Tt axarael 1 it Goguf 78t 2, =g & g & g fop
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e A Bench of Justices Sudhanshu Dhulia and Joymalya Bagchi allowed the SIR in Bihar to “go

;;%Hgmqﬁmaﬁia‘hmwmaﬁtﬂa%ﬁmﬁsmﬁ"aﬁwﬁ"aﬁr&mﬁf
I
e It did not pass any interim order of stay.

ST Bl SiRH e TR BT SR T8I |

e The court listed the case for further hearing on July 28, prior to the publication of the draft
electoral rolls in August.

HIC 3 3 A DY SATC AT 28 JATS HI a7 D1, ST SARA H THIaT Helerdl Gt &
YT 9 Ugd gt

e  The court said its judicial review of the SIR would focus on the EC’s power to undertake the
exercise, the manner in which it was conducted, and the chosen timing, which, it described as
“very short”.

DI - Fgl fob SIR B ATRIDH THIET EC Bt Afad, S TTICId B o dxids AR Igi-1d
TG R Dhigd ghil, fo 39 "agd wH" Jar|

e It noted that the revision in Bihar appeared nebulous — neither “summary” nor “special” as
defined under Section 21 of the Representation of the People Act, 1950.

I e fora for fogR o g8 =y SRU® i gidl g — -1 f "wfér, gt o=,
ST 75 1950 & oI ufaffire rfiferas &t ¢RT 21 & dgd uRHIRNG B

e  “This issue is very important. It goes to the very roots of our democracy. It is about the right to
vote,” Justice Dhulia observed.

"8 T 9§ Heuyl ¢ | U8 SR wiedd B sl A IS1 & | U8 WaeH ¥ @R IR
Hg," S yferar = Fal
e The EC objected to Aadhaar, stating it was a document for identity verification and not proof
of citizenship.

EC 7 3MTYR W TARI TS, I8 Hed gU (& I8 Ugd Iy &1 Gxa g, - [
ARTRSAT &1 JHI0T|

e Aadhaar, it said, was also issued to non-citizens who were ordinarily resident at a place.

I HT b SR TR-AATTHRaRY 1 2t TR o wirer B, S Iy 0 9 fonet =M R
far o B
e  “The Aadhaar Act clearly says it is not proof of citizenship. The EC cannot exalt the status of
the Aadhaar,” senior advocate Rakesh Dwivedi, appearing for the commission, submitted.

"JTUR TR Wy &0 A Fedl ¢ [ 98 ARTRSGA1 &1 JH10 761 81 EC 3MUR & R
DI ST el B Jobdl," NI B 3R A IR IRy 3iferged b fgadt 3 e

e Justice Dhulia, however, remarked that Aadhaar was one of the primary identity documents,
and the SIR was about establishing identity.

AferT e yferar 3 fowoh &t f YR Ueh W@ Uga gxrdeil § 4 U g, 3R SIR
! UfchaT UgaT RITUd v & IR T 5

e “IfI want a caste certificate, | show my Aadhaar. A document like Aadhaar, considered basic
for getting other documents, is not part of the 11 documents?

"R T STl THTOTY ATy, o & ST 3MYR foardT § | YR ST g, oy o=
XTSI & forT H {1 ST 8, 98 11 S¥dTadeil & =MAd el 82
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Caste certificate is one of the documents among the 11, but not Aadhaar?
STIRY STHTOTO 39 11 GRATST & Q U 2, Qe SR Teh?
The entire exercise of SIR is about identity only.

T SIR UfthdT Had Uga e & SR A g

You want to know whether this person is A or B,” he said.

39 g ST 9184 & b I8 Afad A 8§ T B, 3514 &gl

Supreme Court Hearing on Document Verification

SHITAY HedTUd R JUIH S ot JAa1s

Justice Bagchi concurred with the observation that none of the 11 documents listed in the
Election Commission's (EC) June 24 notification could establish citizenship. He said that the
Representation of the People Act allowed the use of Aadhaar. The EC was also represented by
senior advocate K.K. Venugopal during the hearing.

SIReH IRTH = 9 91d ¥ WAl TS [ 24 7 Pt EC TR & Yl 11 gwards 4

I s 1 AR a1 AU 761 BT 8| STi- Dl [ o ufatiered ff=ad o smuR &
@aﬁwﬂ%@ YA | EC $1 UfafAfia aky sifiaad &.&. dupnare | +ft
|

Senior advocate Rakesh Dwivedi, appearing for the EC, requested the court to clarify that
accepting Aadhaar, EPIC, or ration cards should be left to the Commission’s discretion.
However, Justice Dhulia replied that the court's order was “clear” on the matter.

EC &1 3R 4 U1 IRT Hfdedr b= fgddt 7 siarerd ¥ SrR1Y foban fo eMYUR, EPIC, A1
A BIS B! WIHR B BT MYBR AT & fad PP R R BIST S| Afp oieeg
ferdT = Fel o 59 A § 31aTad &1 G «TP” ]

Mr. Dwivedi justified the revision process by highlighting that the last intensive revision in
Bihar took place in 2003. He informed the court that about 60% of enumerations— nearly 5.5
crore entries— had already been completed, and nearly half of them had been uploaded on the
EC’s new digital platform, ECI Net. He added that for the first time, the ECI Net was being
used to upload documents and that this process would not need to be repeated except for adding
new names.

&t faadt A do faan fob Ig WMo sfrawa o iife f9gR 7 3ifer T gA<TaI0r 2003
BT UT| I SHSTed bl ST b THIHAT 60% TIUMATE, T BT 5.5 BRIS WiAdAT, ugat
B B gl § SR 378 ¥ el EC & Y f$fred @ewid ECI Net R 30A1S 81 9@ 6
35+ BT [ Ugel IR ECI Net & TTEH I GXITAS 3UATS fhT A G § R I8 Uichar
Had T T SS & e & e st

Concerns Raised Over Citizenship Screening

ARG T S &1 dd? 331 FRiare

The petitioners, represented by senior advocates Kapil Sibal, A.M. Singhvi, Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, Shadan Farasat, and Vrinda Grover, described the special intensive
revision (SIR) as a process of “citizenship screening” targeting vulnerable groups under the
guise of voter registration. They argued that the Election Commission (EC) had no jurisdiction
to verify citizenship, as this responsibility belonged to the Union Home Ministry.
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FrfrepTehaiall 1 Ui 9y sifiaed eida Risse, T.ow. Rigdt, Mura
YHIAARTAUM, ST BRI 3R g JaR = fwan aﬁ?:«r%ﬁ?rﬁiﬁtrﬂ'ﬁgﬂﬁ&m (SIR)
BN HHR G 351 ARTRET Siie ST, S FaaTal TolasuT 35 =19 R &) off 81 81 S8
ﬁﬁm%wm(mﬁwwﬁwﬁmaﬂﬁm fIBR 81 & Fifes ug
e Fdta 7T v #1 71

¢ C(Citing a Bihar government survey, Mr. Sibal pointed out that 87% of the population had
Aadhaar, while only 14% had matriculation certificates, and a mere 2% had passports. He
warned that a large section of the population could face disenfranchisement despite having

Aadhaar. He said the burden of proving citizenship had now unfairly shifted to the individual
citizen.

fIeR WReR & TF Jdarur &1 garar od gu ot Risga A 9arn & 87% Smardt & o
TYR 8, b HId 14% &b U AfSHARA THI0TTT 3R Kb 2% & URT Ir40¥e 5|
I5i Iaraqt &t fob SMUR 8 & Sdvle Sa! SMaTe! Adgrar gl | 918 81 9l ¢ | 35
o1 S 3ra AT A B3 BT g SR U H 31 AR W STt fear gl

o Justice Bagchi raised concerns about the strict deadlines of the SIR process. He questioned why
citizens were being required to complete one stage in 30 days and another in the following 30
days, calling the timing very short. He asked why the SIR process was being conducted in such
an election-focused manner.

ST AT 7 SIR UfShaT &1 Hat THY-FHT IR Ridr 9arg | 3=i- gard 3811 f
TATRD! F Tt T o 38T & b F U IR0 bl 30 AT H SR ¥R Y 3T 30 fail H QR ae,
3R T qHY-HHT &1 9gd $H AT | 351 YBT o T8 SIR Ui 3= gATa-PHfsd i 5|

e Advocate Sankaranarayanan questioned why the SIR, which was meant to be implemented
nationwide, had begun specifically in Bihar ahead of the elections later this year.

YT RIBIATRTAUM 3 AT I3 b S SIR TAUR W AR &1 o1 o, g gq avf &
3 H B aTd gATEl § Ugd had fagR A € 7 I 31 TS 7
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Indian team for U.S. again
to seek clarity on tariffs and
negotlate trade deal further

T.C.A. Sharad Ra havan
NEW DELHI

An Indian team of trade
negotiators will soon be
travelling to the U.S. once
again, to seek clarity on
several recent announce-
ments from Washington,
including a proposed 10%
tarif on imports from
BRICS countries, as well as
to continue negotiations
for a “mini” trade deal and
a wider bilateral invest-
ment treaty.

According to sources
and trade experts, the
prospect of an added tax
on all BRICS members —
apart from the tariffs men-
tioned in U.S. President
Donald Trump’s letters al-
ready sent to several BRICS
countries — calls into ques-
tion the sanctity of any
trade deal with the U.S.

Mr. Trump first raised
the spectre of a tariff on
BRICS countries last Sun-
day, and then doubled
down on it during a Cabi-
net briefing on Tuesday.
“Anybody that’s in BRICS is
getting a 10% charge pretty
soon... If they’re a member
of BRICS, they’re going to
have to pay a 10% tariff”

Tariff letters

His announcement came a
day after he sent letters to
14 countries reimposing
higher tariffs on them ef-
fective from August 1.
Then, on Wednesday, he
sent similar letters to eight
more countries.

The recipients of these
letters include three BRICS
countries — Brazil, South
Africa, and Indonesia. Mr.
Trump’s threat of a BRICS
tariff is, therefore, causing

Address
Email Id

Onthetable

Indian negotiators are going to the U.S. for the third time in the
past few months. A U.S. team visited India twice during this time

What New Delhi

wants: how a BRICS

) tariff will affect
CIEERZ/C India and the
severallrecent deal that is being
announcements negotiated
from Washington, | —
includinga m Negotiations

proposed 10% fora “mini”
tariff on imports
from BRICS

countries

mAssurance on

trade deal and
a wider bilateral
investment treaty

Afile photo of PM Narendra
Modi with President Trump

some confusion among In-
dian policymakers.

In its letters, the U.S.
threatened to impose im-
port tariffs of 50% on Bra-
zil, 30% on South Africa,
and 32% on Indonesia.

As per a trade deal
agreed with China towards
the end of June, the U.S.
will impose 30% tariffs on
Chinese imports.

“More clarity has to
come from the U.S. side,”
an official told The Hindu.
“They have already sent
letters to some countries,
and have entered into an
agreement with China, and
now are saying they will
impose additional tariffs
on BRICS countries. Do the
tariffs in the letters include
this 10% additional tariff or
not? How will a BRICS tariff
affect India and the current
proposed deal that is being
negotiated?”

Apart from the letters to
specific countries, Mr.
Trump also announced a
50% tariff on all copper im-
ports coming into the U.S.

Another government of-
ficial confirmed to The Hin-
du that India plans to seek
additional clarity on this.

“We are engaged with

the U.S. team virtually, and
an Indian team will be
heading to the U.S. soon,”
the second official said.
“Along with clarity on this,
negotiations will continue
on the mini deal as well as
the overall bilateral trade
agreement (BTA).”

Trump’s warning
This would be the third

time that an Indian team of

negotiators has travelled to
the US. in the past few
months to discuss the
trade deal. A U.S. team has
also travelled to India
twice during this time.

According to trade ex-
perts, these latest announ-
cements call into question
existing deals with the U.S.

“Trump’s unpredictabil-
ity raises concerns that
even signed deals may be
revisited,” said Ajay Srivas-
tava, former Director-Gen-
eral of Foreign Trade and
founder of the think-tank
Global Trade Research In-
itiative.

“Trump’s warning
makes it clear: any country
seen as aligning with
BRICS positions may face
new tariffs, regardless of
previous deals.”
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Indian team for U.S.
again to seek clarity on
tariffs and negotiate
trade deal further

AT & fore
YR 9 e |

Y[ U TPl UTod
P 3NN ATUR

U TR 3T
STadid 34 & fore

An Indian team of trade
negotiators will soon be
travelling to the U.S. once
again, to seek clarity on
several recent announcements
from Washington, including a
proposed 10% tariff on
imports from BRICS
countries, as well as to
continue negotiations for a
“mini” trade deal and a wider
bilateral investment treaty.

YR TR aTdieR] 31
TS ¢ ofeg o fhe A
3RS B g ST arfes
qIRATe | 814 Bt Fg
YOS} IR Tyl UTe ot
o1 9%, o8 BRICS 320 @
ST R YRATad 10% b
A , 3R |1Y g Tp
s fguefta fFawraf &
gmmwm

|

e According to sources and trade
experts, the prospect of an added
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tax on all BRICS members, apart from the tariffs mentioned in U.S. President Donald
Trump’s letters already sent to several BRICS countries, calls into question the sanctity of any
trade deal with the U.S.

Al 3R AR faRivs & SUR, It BRICS Wew - W 3ifafkad H A Bt

TUTGT, S U8 €1 3 BRICS =M 1 9191 7T 3R} wgufa Smes v & uaif

m@%@; e 4 3T g, farat oft srfepT & ATy U HHhd $t ufasdr R vard
|

e  Mr. Trump first raised the spectre of a tariff on BRICS countries last Sunday, and then
doubled down on it during a Cabinet briefing on Tuesday.

ot T 7 o Uge FUsa AAGR S BRICS IR0 R [ T BT Yo T AT 3R fihR
TR I $iee it & GRH 8 3R 3ifer Hore fopar|

e “Anybody that’s in BRICS is getting a 10% charge pretty soon... If they’re a member of
BRICS, they’re going to have to pay a 10% tariff.”

SN BI Y BRICS H B, 3 W Sleg € 10% Yoo AN... 3R d BRICS & T 8, 1 32
10% eH AT 1T 1»

e His announcement came a day after he sent letters to 14 countries reimposing higher tariffs on
them effective from August 1.

3! Jg VUT I fa b Ueb fa 91 311 oTd 351 14 M 1 U3 9, o1 1 SR @
qyTdT 31 e fh I A fbu T

e Then, on Wednesday, he sent similar letters to eight more countries.
R GUAR DI ITi 3MMS 3R =M P! S dRE & T ol |

e The recipients of these letters include three BRICS countries — Brazil, South Africa, and
Indonesia.

3 TE1 & UTdahdiei H i BRICS 321 M € — STeiter, Sfaor 3npleeT, 3R SS -]

e Mr. Trump’s threat of a BRICS tariff is, therefore, causing some confusion among Indian
policymakers.

U SR & T8 §RT BRICS Y[ Pt YHD! & HRUT YR ifa frutaren & oo ya

ERE RG]
e Inits letters, the U.S. threatened to impose import tariffs of 50% on Brazil, 30% on South
Africa, and 32% on Indonesia.

3T T H SART 7 FTSie R 50% ST Y6, SIETUT SIBIHT UR 30%, 3R SSMRMT
W 32% Yo A B! YHDI Sl ]

e Asper a trade deal agreed with China towards the end of June, the U.S. will impose 30%
tariffs on Chinese imports.

o1 & 3fd T 99 & 1Y T T TR JHEid & AR, SRkt T SmaTd uR 30%
J[e® G|

e “More clarity has to come from the U.S. side,” an official told The Hindu.
TH BRI A § &g T Tam, o+ 3MikepT Bt 3R I 3R [T 31 ATy

e “They have already sent letters to some countries, and have entered into an agreement with
China, and now are saying they will impose additional tariffs on BRICS countries.

“3 TS & $B T B! T IS T o, 3R T P H1Y T A H 7% AR g B, 3R
39 H§ 33 & 1 d BRICS =M TR Sffafaa e avma |

e Do the tariffs in the letters include this 10% additional tariff or not?

1 7 A Ifcarad Yol H I8 10% 3ifafved Yew wfa g ar =g
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How will a BRICS tariff affect India and the current proposed deal that is bemg% gotlated"

xmeswmﬁvaﬁqﬁﬁmmm@wﬁam@%ﬁ
)

Trump's Additional Tariff Announcements and India's Response

< B Sifafvad Yo TIUME 3R URd &t ufafsar

Apart from the letters to specific countries, Mr. Trump also announced a 50% tariff on all
copper imports coming into the U.S.

5o fafRry 3= &1 39t T U & S, of er A ST § o ardl it i & ST W
50% [T I B Y oo 1|

Another government official confirmed to The Hindu that India plans to seek additional clarity
on this.

T 3= RPN AUSRY A ¢ fg o1 g o foh URa 39 W sifaRed wydr ured oA &1
ST §1 @1 8 |

“We are engaged with the U.S. team virtually, and an Indian team will be heading to the **U.S.
soon,” the second official said.

TR 3R 7 Pt <5 ¥t fW & Ty MU TU | T HR IR 7, SR TP
YR &1 Sieg g1 ST STee |

“Along with clarity on this, negotiations will continue on the mini deal as well as the overall
**bilateral trade agreement (BTA).”

ﬁgﬂwéﬁm&wqﬁ:ﬁ@a 3R e fguaha saToR wHEid (BTA) W STl
-

This would be the third time that an Indian team of negotiators has travelled to the U.S. in the
past few months to dlscuss the trade deal.

%0 O 7l § YRR araieRi &t 9 gRT smf¥eT & dadt amn gift aifes
strnm T W T &I o & |
A U.S. team has also travelled to India twice during this time.

U GRM AR@ A M URT A G IR I IR D1 B

According to trade experts, these latest announcements call into question existing deals with
the U.S.

?Rm%&m 3 ToT TINOTY SrAf¥eRT & |1y HiET JHSidl R Fard 3ol
|

“Trump’s unpredictability raises concerns that even signed deals may be revisited,” said Ajay
Srivastava, former Director-General of Foreign Trade and founder of the think-tank Global
Trade Research Initiative.

T4 fadR1 TR He1fHem® ok e ¢w aa ¢ fiad sfHfknefes & Twius s
SiaRea 3 HgT, <o BT AYATRIadT 3 U8 i 9t 3 [ a5l I o gwanefya gwsna
o g: e & GRR H ST 9dhd § 17

“Trump’s warning makes it clear: any country seen as aligning with BRICS positions may face
new tariffs, regardless of previous deals.”

“TT B YATIT WY Bl ¢ [ ol Big Hf <=1 BRICS BT AHferal & A1 FST g fiaam,
3 frod gusidl @ WRarg 6T fom1 U Yo &1 i1 631 U Iahdl g1
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Zonal Councils now ‘engines
of cooperation’ and not just
discussion forumes, says Shah

Press Trust of India
RANCHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday said zo-
nal councils have trans-
formed from being mere
discussion forums into
“engines of cooperation”,
noting that 83% of issues
taken up in their meetings
have been resolved.

Mr. Shah made the re-
mark at the 27th Eastern
Zonal Council meeting, at-
tended by representatives
from the four eastern
States — Jharkhand, Bihar,
Odisha, and West Bengal —
including Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
and his Odisha counter-
part Mohan Charan Majhi.

‘Long-pending issues’

“In today’s meeting, long-
pending complex issues re-
lated to Masanjore Dam,
Taiyabpur Barrage, and In-
drapuri Reservoir were dis-

Cikcakd

[ToT : BTTEEAVS ERGR
rernment of Jharkhand

o ) ’ o G AL e
Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren with Odisha CM Mohan Charan Majhi
as Home Minister Amit Shah looks on, in Ranchi on Thursday. ANI

cussed in detail in addition
to the issues related to divi-
sion of assets and liabilities
of many Public Sector Un-
dertakings between Bihar
and Jharkhand, which
were pending since the
time of division of Bihar,
and decisive steps were ta-
ken with mutual consent
towards their resolution,”
Mr. Shah said.

The Home Minister said
the number of zonal coun-

cil meetings rose to 63 bet-
ween 2014 and 2025 as
compared with 25 between
2004 and 2014. He said the
Centre was committed to
advancing the develop-
ment of States with re-
newed focus and direction,
calling for collective efforts
to achieve this goal.

Mr. Shah said Bihar,
Jharkhand, and Odisha
have become free from
Naxalism to a large extent.

Zonal Councils now
‘engines of
cooperation’ and not
just discussion
forums, says Shah

Wi PRI 3F
%ﬁ?raafnaﬂé’r

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday said zonal
councils have transformed
from being mere discussion
forums into “engines of
cooperation”, noting that
83% of issues taken up in
their meetings have been
resolved.

g HAY Siffd <Ie A AR
&1 Bl [ T SR
3§ Had Id1 Hd 5! afew
“W a; s"g.r:[” Ry %”
3R 3@} 95®] § I3TE T
83% HE1 &1 JHTY fooar

e  Mr. Shah made the remark at the 27th Eastern Zonal Council meeting, attended by
representatives from the four eastern States — Jharkhand, Bihar, Odisha, and West Bengal
— including Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren and his Odisha counterpart Mohan
Charan Majhi.
ot =g 3 78 fewyoft 27dY udf wimra wefa do@ § &1, e srws, fagw, sife=m
3R Ui s & ufafafert 3 v forn, o siRs & qRerE 36T 9N 3R 3%
SN wHPe g wRuT wigh =i &)

¢ ‘Long-pending issues’

3

b
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e “In today’s meeting, long-pending complex issues related to Masanjore Dam, Taiyabpur
Barrage, and Indrapuri Reservoir were discussed in detail in addition to the issues related to
division of assets and liabilities of many Public Sector Undertakings between Bihar and
Jharkhand, which were pending since the time of division of Bihar, and decisive steps were
taken with mutual consent towards their resolution,” Mr. Shah said.

MM = Fgl, “3MTS &I 96 H HAIR SH, dUTYR RTo 3R SHYR TR ¥ Jaiferd da
Ty § dfed sifed gel, Ty 8 fagR ok sIREs & ol &S Arduii~e & SushHl @
Hufar 3R Srerival & faure @ Fefta gl iR fowR @ ==l g8, o fagr & favsH &
Y ¥ fad 9, ok I I &1 o= # siodt genfa ¥ fuifas sed game e

e The Home Minister said the number of zonal council meetings rose to 63 between 2014 and
2025 as compared with 25 between 2004 and 2014.

T T A Fel fb 2014 | 2025 & 9 WA SR ISH| B! T TGHR 63 B T3, el
2004 & 2014 & S HId 25 96D gs A

e He said the Centre was committed to advancing the development of States with renewed focus
and direction, calling for collective efforts to achieve this goal.

I Bl b Hg AP T VBT 3R = & Iy I} & fapTd &1 3 91 & oy
Ui § SR 39 T8 &1 UTd $HRA & 1T ATfes wamHt &1 Mg foar|

e  Mr. Shah said Bihar, Jharkhand, and Odisha have become free from Naxalism to a large
extent.

ot 718 A HeT s faeR, SIRGs 3R SifS2 H1w! 5e d% AwTedrg ¥ gad gl U & |
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NITI Aayog suggests reduced ‘core’
grant support for State S&T bodies

|acob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The NITI Aayog has recom-
mended that the Depart-
ment of Science and Tech-
nology (DST) cut its ‘core
grant support’ for State
Science and Technology
(S&T) Councils and pare
them down to ‘project-
based support’. The re-
commendations are part of
a report, “Roadmap for
strengthening State
Science and Technology
Councils”, made public on
Thursday.

The State S&T Councils
are a vital source of fund-
ing for scientific research,
science popularisation, pa-
tent applications, and
scientific  policy-support
activities.

Minuscule source

Since the 1970s, such coun-
cils have acted to “decen-
tralise” scientific gover-
nance such that States can

W or VK s
Vevii

NITI Aayog Vice-Chairperson Suman Bery with V. K. Saraswat and

Jitendra Singh during the release of the report on Thursday. PTi

execute science and re-
search in tune with their
specific  socio-economic
conditions. Funds from the
Union government, prima-
rily the DST, are already a
minuscule source of reve-
nue. For instance, of the
¥300-crore annual budget
in Gujarat’s State Science
and Technology Council,
only ¥1.07 crore came from
the Centre. In the case of
Kerala’s %150 crore, the

Centre’s contribution was
zero. From 2016 to 2022,
the DST notes, 28 States
and three Union Territo-
ries have been supported.
However, the bulk of In-
dia’s scientific output and
productivity was coming
from Centrally funded in-
stitutions, with the NITI
Aayog, in its report, saying
that in recent decades, the
State S&T Councils have
been facing an “uphill

task” of keeping up with
rapid changes in the re-
search and development
(R&D) landscape. “As evi-
dent from some recent re-
ports, a significant part of
India’s S&T research out-
comes come from Central
government institutions,
and the State-administered
institutions are yet to make
a meaningful contribu-
tion...,” the report notes.

The report, which was a
result of a two-month con-
sultation with representa-
tives from State Councils,
has several findings. The
comparative budget analy-
sis of State S&T Councils
for 2023-24 and 2024-25, it
says, revealed a 17.65% in-
crease in total funding, re-
flecting growing invest-
ment in scientific research
and innovation at the State
level. However, the dispari-
ty in allocations “raised
concern” about regional
imbalances in S&T deve-
lopment.

NITI Aayog
suggests
reduced ‘core’

grant support
for State S&T

bodies Sifd
STANT = IS

. The NITI
Aayog has
recommended that the
Department of Science
and Technology

(DST) cut its ‘core grant support’ for State Science and Technology (S&T) Councils and pare
them down to ‘project-based support’.

Hifa 3maiT 3 fagr 3R Wenfiest faHmT (DST) 1 IS fagH 3R Wenfiies! uRwal (State
S&T Counc11s)$1%‘l'q aﬁ?'\?lﬂ_dﬁm P HH B gRAET UTRa ggradr &

Feer b RIBIR 31 5 |

e The recommendations are part of a report, “Roadmap for strengthening State Science and

Technology Councils,” made public on Thursday.

ﬁﬁﬂaﬁwtﬁaﬁﬁaﬁuﬁmﬁwmﬁmﬁsﬁq ' e RaiE 1

"

3T €, O AR ! Frdol-ieb Bl TS |

e The State S&T Councils are a vital source of funding for scientific research, science
popularisation, patent applications, and scientific pollcy-support activities.

9¢c e, 3R Ay ify

Y S&T

T wfafafiray & fo %'aqof IESRL MR CE
e Since the 1970s, such councils have acted to “decentralise” scientific governance such that

States can execute science and research in tune with their specific socio-economic conditions.

1970 & SXIP I, 37 URYSI 7 "D

ST, faqm=

A & RAF NS0 & U & S foar g dife

T SOt TART ArAToTen- i uRfRUToRT & SR fas SR SHUM &1 AN &R I |
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¢ Funds from the Union government, primarily the DST, are already a minuscule source of
revenue.

&% WBR, T €U J DST F e a1d e Ugd I g1 Ioid T g Hid ¢ |

e For instance, of the ¥300-crore annual budget in Gujarat’s State Science and Technology
Council, only X1.07 crore came from the Centre.

I2TERU & fory, ToRTd o4 fagm iR Welfiiast uRve & 2300 #1s aiffes aete & T Haa
1.07 BRIS % I 3T

e In the case of Kerala’s ¥150 crore, the Centre’s contribution was zero.
PRA B 150 PRIS & A B g &1 ANTGH LT |

e From 2016 to 2022, the DST notes, 28 States and three Union Territories have been supported.

DST & 38R, 2016 / 2022 T 28 ST 3R 1 g AR TS ) FgradT €t TS |

e The bulk of India’s scientific output and productivity was coming from Centrally funded
institutions, with the NITI Aayog saying that in recent decades, the State S&T Councils have
been facing an “uphill task” of keeping up with rapid changes in the research and development
(R&D) landscape.

YRA P IS IdTe 3R IATEHdl BT SABIR T Hg WRBR gRT faaaid G

3 3T TBT 8, 3R I ST A 81 S 811 3 P! A AT S&T GRS ST 3R faspr

%&g)mﬁaﬁﬂ%a@wﬁ$wqamﬁaﬁaﬁﬁ"$m " ST HIHAT B
I

e “Asevident from some recent reports, a significant part of India’s S&T research outcomes come
from Central government institutions, and the State-administered institutions are yet to make
a meaningful contribution...,” the report notes.

"% giieral RUIC] 4 WY § fob YR o fIx TR reifiien! S TRUTH! 1 Teb g1
fox h% TRBR & HRIFI T 311 8, 3R I GRT Farterd ST 3t off ageaygof
TRTeH ¢ 8 s B, Ruid A wg1 T gl

e The report, which was a result of a two-month consultation with representatives from State
Councils, has several findings.
g RUr, ot sy uRwel & wfafedT & 9 g Agia & wRrest o1 uRumd o, & fsey
T Pl

¢ The comparative budget analysis of State S&T Councils for 2023-24 and 2024-25, it says,
revealed a 17.65% increase in total funding, reflecting growing investment in scientific
research and innovation at the State level.

2023-24 3R 2024-25 & AT I59 s& T NG & AP Toie faxawor & Ha faaargor
o 17.65% gfs fah, S 9 TR R a1 Srgiem= 3R FaraR § 9gd Faw &I it
gl

o However, the disparity in allocations “raised concern” about regional imbalances in S&T
development.

BIdifeh, 3Mde & SAMd - fag iR Wienfire! faer o aefta srige & aR &
T STl
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Centre, UNICEF to provide career
counselling for Eklavya students

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Education So-
ciety for Tribal Students
(NESTS), which adminis-
ters over 470 Eklavya
schools for tribal students
across the country, has
started a programme with
UNICEF to provide psycho-
metric assessment, career-
counselling, and training
in life-skills and self-esteem
for the 1.38 lakh students
enrolled in these schools,
the Union Ministry of Tri-
bal Affairs said on Thurs-
day.

Called TALASH — which
stands for ‘Tribal Aptitude,
Life Skills, and Self-Esteem
Hub’ — the programme is
an “innovative digital plat-
form designed to equip
EMRS [Eklavya Model Resi-
dential Schools] students
with essential tools for self-
discovery and career plan-
ning,” the Ministry said ina
statement. “It promotes

A common aptitude test will be designed for Eklavya students
which will result in a “career card” for them. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

self-awareness, helps stu-
dents make informed ca-
reer choices, and builds es-
sential life skills.”

A common aptitude test
will be designed on this
platform for students stu-
dying across the Eklavya
schools, which will result
in a “career card” for each
student, suggesting the
“best career options” each
of them is suited for. This
will be paired with career-

counselling services and
special sections to train
them in life-skills, such as
“problem solving, commu-
nication, and handling
emotions”.

Mentoring support

There will also be a portal
that will give educators the
resources to “effectively
mentor and support stu-
dents in their academic
and personal journeys”,

the Ministry said. So far,
over 180 teachers have
been trained across 75 Ek-
lavya schools; by the end of
the year, the programme is
expected to be rolled out in
all Eklavya schools.

“TALASH is a testament
to our commitment to pro-
viding tribal students with
opportunities to realise
their  full  potential.
Through this initiative, we
aim to bridge gaps in edu-
cation and empower the
next generation of tribal
leaders,” said NESTS Com-
missioner Ajeet Kumar
Srivastava.

NESTS has also signed
two memoranda of under-
standing with Tata Motors
and the Ex-Navodayan
Foundation (an alumni
group of the Jawahar Navo-
daya Schools) to start
coaching programmes for
Eklavya school students
aiming to crack competi-
tive exams like IIT-JEE and
NEET.

Centre, UNICEF to
provide career
counselling for
Eklavya students

&% MR gAw
gR1 Uhasd BTl
& fore FRER
WRTHRI Uer foar
SITQT

The National Education
Society for Tribal
Students (NESTS), which
administers over 470
Eklavya schools for tribal
students across the
country, has started a
programme with UNICEF
to provide psychometric
assessment, career

counselling, and training in life-skills and self-esteem for the 1.38 lakh students enrolled in
these schools, the Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs said on Thursday.

gty snfearft o= Rram Ay (NESTS), S QR G2 H 470 T 1f¥w Thersd Wl b1

T Bl 8, F UNICEF & H1Y firae 3 ¥@al

Address

Ema

H Ugq 919 1.38 IR OFE & fog

ISP IACH Yedic, BT URTHRT 3R Sfia SR 3R STH-Tw H UfRNeqor wg=
1 & fore ve wrdea 3= foran 8, Hdta serdia orf #Erery A [oaR & el

Called TALASH — which stands for ‘Tribal Aptitude, Life Skills, and Self-Esteem Hub’ —
the programme is an “innovative digital platform” designed to equip EMRS [Eklavya Model
Residential Schools] students with essential tools for self-discovery and career planning, the
Ministry said in a statement.

U TALASH $gTSldi g —

Hub’ —

SEEEA &fzf% ‘Tribal Aptitude, Life Skills, and Self-Esteem

g HTUHH EMRS [(Hed Hisd AT I ST BT 3MTed-TIeT 3R HiRaR

T & T STa=ae SUHRON I o = aren U Y fEforea wewid 8, dare

T 59 H Fal

It promotes self-awareness, helps students make informed career choices, and builds essential

life skills.

g 3TH-SINR=&dl &| 9¢1d1 T 8, BE &) Ggfad HRUR f[dweq 991 § Aeg w1 g
3R 3Ma=TH Sita-T IR fAHRIT Fal g
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¢ A common aptitude test will be designed on this platform for students studying across the
Eklavya schools, which will result in a “career card” for each student, suggesting the “best
career options” each of them is suited for.

U WeHhH IR Thasd ¥Eal & UgH ardl S o [T = Tt USI&0T dOR far
STE, foRTds UMY YA BT o (AT U “BIRAR BTS” T, STl 30 [0 ST
«AIA HRAR fawew” &1 gma <l

o This will be paired with career-counselling services and special sections to train them in life-
skills, such as “problem solving, communication, and handling emotions”.

=0 SO WRTHE a1eif 3R “THWT FHTUH, JATE 3R HIG-T3 B GHTAR” o
Sita SR H UiRrerr 33 arel fARs SIgurT & Ty SiveT ST |

Mentoring su[;‘p_:[)rt
qH

e There will also be a portal that will give educators the resources to “effectively mentor and
support students in their academic and personal journeys”, the Ministry said.
HaTerd A g fob Th e ot g1 Sl FRiarent o1 Bl 1 Qeifores 3R safeara g o
“gUTt = T AT ofR Tuda” B & fore daned ugH |

e So far, over 180 teachers have been trained across 75 Eklavya schools; by the end of the year,
the programme is expected to be rolled out in all Eklavya schools.

39 % 75 Tpaed Ipdl 1 180 A 31T Rrerel ! uiRifad fovar mar &, 9 & sid & 39
HRIHH &1 AWt Thad w@dl 8 A et IH &1 351G |
e “TALASH is a testament to our commitment to providing tribal students with opportunities to
realise their full potential. Through this initiative, we aim to bridge gaps in education and
empower the next generation of tribal leaders,” said NESTS Commissioner Ajeet Kumar
Srivastava.

“TALASH AR 3MTfearil ST &I 37! Yot &Ha1 WHR - & AR UgH B & Ufd
TARY Ufde<dl T UHTUI 8 | 9 Ugd & H1edd I, g e & 3idr &1 ured 3R snfearh
mGWWﬁWWWHEW%,”NESTSWWW

HaTl

e NESTS has also signed two memoranda of understanding with Tata Motors and the Ex-
Navodayan Foundation (an alumni group of the Jawahar Navodaya Schools) to start
coaching programmes for Eklavya school students aiming to crack competitive exams like
IIT-JEE and NEET.

NESTS  2TeT HieH 3R Ex-Navodayan Foundation (STaTeR aiGd ¥@ el & Jd BT BT

TYE) & I1Y 3 gHShar Jiu=1 R +f gxer fhd €, aifes Thaasy I@al & STl & oy
IT-JEE (R NEET St uferaivft udiefmaii &t qurl 8g SR S1ded I foby o 9 |
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Widen the net

The ECI must heed Court’s view on
including more accessible documents

T he Supreme Court of India’s pointed ob-

servations on Thursday regarding Bihar’s

ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls are a crucial course correction
for the Election Commission of India (ECI), which
it must heed immediately. By urging the ECI to
consider including the Aadhaar, the Elector Pho-
to Identity Card, and the ration card among the
acceptable documents for identity verification,
the Court has acknowledged the critique of the
SIR that the 11 documents listed for verification
are a restrictive and unnecessary barrier to voter
registration. The Court has nudged the ECI to-
ward inclusivity in a way that could help resolve
the core issues with the SIR. The Court rightly ob-
served that “the entire exercise of SIR is about
identity only”, that none of the 11 documents cur-
rently listed are “telltale ones for citizenship”,
and that they are all meant to prove identity. It al-
so rightly went on to question why Aadhaar,
which is “considered basic for getting other docu-
ments”, is excluded while dependent documents
such as caste certificates are accepted, exposing
the inconsistency in the ECI’s position. The ECI’s
objection to Aadhaar as merely proving resi-
dence rather than citizenship reveals a misunder-
standing of the practical realities of Bihar, be-
sides legal precedents. For example, data show
that while 87% of Bihar’s population have an Aad-
haar card, only 45%-50% are matriculates and
close to just 2% have passports.

The Court’s earlier judgments remain relevant
too, having decisively rejected putting the “onus
of proof of citizenship” on voters already en-
rolled in previous elections. This precedent con-
tradicts the SIR’s approach of treating every voter
as a potential non-citizen unless proven other-
wise and which risks significant disenfranchise-
ment of electors despite their having valid identi-
fication. While not staying the SIR, the Court also
listed the judicial review of the whole process, in-
cluding its timing and nature, which “goes to the
very roots of our democracy [and] is about the
right to vote”. The Court has reminded the ECI
that its mandate, under Article 324, is to facilitate
democratic participation, and not to create ob-
stacles. There has been enough confusion on the
ground following a more liberal reading of the
ECI’s SIR rules on document submission and ver-
ification by the Chief Electoral Officer, which was
overruled by the Chief Election Commissioner.
With its suggestion on expanding the list of veri-
fiable documents, the Court has provided the ECI
an opportunity to transform the SIR from a
dangerously exclusionary exercise — one that
could affect marginalised citizens — into a ge-
nuinely inclusive process.
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Widen the Net

e (3¢) B bary

The ECI must heed Court’s view on including more accessible documents

ECI &1 3eTad ®1 X9 T UTa- ST d1ie¢ forad iftre Jau geardel &1 fia
B W OR e w3l

The Supreme Court of India’s pointed observations on Thursday regarding Bihar’s ongoing
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls are a crucial course correction for the
Election Commission of India (ECI), which it must heed immediately.

YR & U DI $! AR B Bi T3 ewior, fagR A o 381 faRiv e gasiem
(SIR) Ufshdl &I da, ECI & T T STa=ae GUR g S8 depTet A1 ST 31|

By urging the ECI to consider including the Aadhaar, the Elector Photo Identity Card, and
the ration card among the acceptable documents for identity verification, the Court has
acknowledged the critique that the 11 documents listed for verification are a restrictive and
unnecessary barrier to voter registration.

HI¢ A ECI Y 3H1Yg {31 o 98 UgaH 9aIuH & o SMTUR, Hagrar wiel ugda U ok
M TS B! WIHT GxITdol H A B IR faaR o, o/ g8 Wy g3 & 1 gltas
SXATAS HAGTAT GolIdpRol & U SHTaRa® SR Hifed aren &

The Court has nudged the ECI toward inclusivity, which could help resolve the core issues with
the SIR.

HIC 7 ECI ®! FHTARMET & 3R Tianfed fora g, o SIR | Haftra ga gawmasi &1
AT B Fhdl ¢ |

The Court rightly observed that the “entire exercise of SIR is about identity only”, and that
none of the 11 documents currently listed are “telltale ones for citizenship”, and that they are all
meant to prove identity.

HI¢ 3 TE! fewnft Bt 3 «SIR P g ufthar Faa yg | H& e 37, 3R 78 & Telias
11 w%au%j; PIs H “ANTREdT B WY FT9 A YHTOTG HI4 91T A8l &7, T I+ ug=a=
THTOT |

It also rightly questioned why Aadhaar, which is “considered basic for getting other
documents”, is excluded while dependent documents such as caste certificates are accepted,
exposing inconsistency in ECI’s position.

PIc 7 gg Y I8t Tard I3 foh SMYR, S 30 ST UTd B & g Sma=ges /=T
a1 2, 39 918R i a1 1 Safe Sfd WHT101 U7 o AR gwaras o Wier faar m,
R EC1 ) R § srRavTfy SRR gt 21

The ECTI’s objection to Aadhaar as merely proving residence rather than citizenship reveals a
misunderstanding of Bihar’s realities, besides legal precedents.

**ECI GRT YR ! had F1arT WHTOT A1, 7 fob ARTRpdT @1, T8 fIgR &1
reafaearat iR ST fTel $1 Terd 99 &) Ui |

For example, data show that while 87% of Bihar’s population have an Aadhaar card, only 45%-
50% are matriculates and close to just 2% have passports.

I & oY, 3fihS FaTd & P f[T8R Pt 87% SATATE & U YR BIS 8, &P Had
45%-50% T AfYH T § 3R Had 2% & IR UTHUIE ¢ |
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The Court’s earlier judgments remain relevant too, having decisively rejected putting the “onus
of proof of citizenship” on voters already enrolled in previous elections.

HIC & Ugd & bad f IR €, o uga 9 dolierd wdagrarsii w «AnTiadr &1
THTUT 31 T S1g1” ST B AFHIPR a1 77 7|

This precedent contradicts the SIR’s approach of treating every voter as a potential non-
citizen unless proven otherwise, risking significant disenfranchisement despite valid
identification.

g T SIR & 39 ERHI0 &1 faRty Sl & Foraw g wagmar &t AHifad IR-ArRS
HHT STdT B, R d¢ Ugare & d1dule 98 M R AR ) 4Rd 81 o1 @ai 8|

While not staying the SIR, the Court also listed judicial review of the whole process, including
its timing and nature, which “goes to the very roots of our democracy [and] is about the right
to vote”.

BIAifeh SIR TR A -T6] TS 718, Afdh BIc A I3 Ufehan o1 =uriies Tefter, awa oiv
WY A, &) fpaT, S <G Wiehe 1 oTel | &I & [37R] Tg AaeH &
STUPR Y Fefyd g1~

The Court has reminded the ECI that its mandate, under Article 324, is to facilitate democratic
participation, not to create obstacles.

P14 ECI B! UIE e fob SHeb! e Srgede 324 & ded alepdif HRTGRT o1
T §I1 8, 7 b S1eTd Ieus AT |

There has been confusion on the ground due to a more liberal reading of SIR rules by the
Chief Electoral Officer, which was overruled by the Chief Election Commissioner.

73 fHataa R gRT SIR 9H! 3T IR ARSI & HRUI R TR W YT ST
3T, For YReT gITa STy 7 3t R |

With its suggestion on expanding the list of verifiable documents, the Court has given the ECI
an opportunity to transform the SIR from a dangerously exclusionary exercise to a genuinely
inclusive process.

HATY A1 ATaell B et BT FawdR B & GG & A1 HIS 5 ECI BT e faa
zgagsmﬁwwﬁa%&mﬁmﬁwmmmﬁw
|
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LETTER & SPIRIT

Kartikey Singh

The story so far:
n July 10, the Supreme Court
directed the Election
Commission (EC) to consider
Aadhaar cards, voter 1D cards,
and ration cards as acceptable documents
for the special intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in Bihar. It has listed the
batch of petitions challenging the EC’s
decision for further hearing on July 28.
The court’s remark — that the question of
‘right to vote’ goes to the very root of the
functioning of our republic — has cast a
spotlight on the foundational processes of
India’s electoral machinery and the
genesis of India’s ‘universal adult suffrage’
(UAS). India’s constitutional promise of
the ‘right to vote’ differs significantly from
that of many Western democracies.
Reflecting the flawed belief, espoused by
thinkers like J.S. Mill, that voting should
be reserved for the “enlightened” and
denied to the “ignorant,” countries like
the U.K. initially restricted the franchise
to male property owners. Universal male
suffrage emerged only in 1918, and
women were granted the right to vote a
decade later in 1928. In the U.S., although
the 15th and 19th Amendments extended
voting rights to African Americans (1870)
and women (1920), systemic barriers such
as poll taxes and literacy tests continued
to disenfranchise many for decades
thereafter.

? Is the right to vote ¢
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election? How can India balance electoral vigilance with the inclusion of genuine voters?

fundamental righ

ABooth Level Officer checks documents during special investigation revision of electoral rolls, at Kamalpur Village, in Bihar. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

remain a timeless reminder that the
health of any democracy ultimately rests
on the sanctity of the ‘right to vote’.

Is voting a fundamental right in
India?

The legal status of the ‘right to vote’ in
India has long been debated. Although Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar and K.T. Shah proposed
including it in the Constitution’s
fundamental rights part, the Constituent
Az i

How was universal adult s
made real in India?
In sharp contrast, far from gradualism
and the *privileged class’ criteria, India’s
choice of immediate, universal inclusion
ensured ‘democratic equality” from the
outset, bypassing the prolonged and often
violent struggles seen elsewhere. Article
326 of the Constitution granted every
adult citizen the right to vote, regardless
of gender, caste, religion, education, or
property, at a time when most of the
world moved cautiously. Initially set at 21
years of age, this threshold was lowered
to 18 by the 61st Constitutional

in 1989. This ¢ i o
arobust, inclusive democracy found
further constitutional reinforcement in a
series of Supreme Court judgments,
notably starting with Kesavananda
Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973), which
established democracy as part of the
‘basic structure” doctrine. For this ideal to
function meaningfully, people should be
able to freely decide the fate of their
government, an unassailable right that
shapes governance and must never be

sed.

ive vision was
operationalised through two key laws: the
Representation of the People Act, 1950,
which governs the preparation and
revision of electoral rolls; and the 1951
Act, which regulates election conduct,
candidature, and electoral offences. The
EC has repeatedly introduced
strative innovations to realise this

*. Notably, the then
Chief Election Commissioner Sukumar
Sen, faced with the task of enrolling 173
million largely illiterate voters, turned a
logistical hurdle into a democratic
breakthrough by introducing election
symbols, making UAS practically
accessible.

In India, EC has a great responsibility
to reach the last citizen, wherever they
may be, to actualise their ‘right to elect’.
As Winston Churchill once said, “At the
bottom of all tributes paid to democracy
is the little man, walking into a little
booth, with a little pencil, making a little
cross on a little bit of paper...” His words

S bly’s Advisory C:
ultimately rejected the idea. Importantly,
a Constitution Bench of the Supreme
Court in Kuldip Nayar v. Union of India
(2006) held that the ‘right to elect’ is a
statutory right under Section 62 of the
RPA, 1951, and not a or

substantial and systemic errors that
demonstrably “materially affected” the
election outcome can compromise the
sanctity of the electoral roll. Minor
mistakes or isolated disenfranchisement
are insufficient. Allegations like those in
Bihar warrant scrutiny, but it must also be
noted that purification of rolls is
necessary because just as the exclusion of
an eligible voter undermines democracy,
so does the inclusion of an ineligible
name. Therefore, rather than disrupting
or delaying the exercise, efforts should
focus on helping improve the process.
The Supreme Court’s suggestion to
include more accepted documents helps
safeguard every genuine elector’s right to

be

constitutional right.

Later in 2016, though a two-judge
bench in Rajbala v. State of Haryana
described the ‘right to vote’ as a
constitutional right, the larger bench
ruling in Kuldip Nayar prevails. Again, in
Anoop Baranwal v. Union of India (2023),
the top court declined to pronounce on
the issue, noting that it had already been
settled by the five-judge Bench in the
Kuldip Nayar judgment. However, in his
dissent, Justice Ajay Rastogi asserted that
the ‘right to vote” is an expression of
Article 19(1)(a) and reflects the essence of
Article 21. Yet, as this view remains a
minority opinion, the ‘right to elect’
continues to be recognised as a statutory
right under prevailing law.

Nevertheless, even though it is not a
fundamental right, courts have regarded
the right to vote as a 3
democracy, anchoring their reasoning in
the idea that it enables citizens to shape
governance, making it a “democratic
imperative” vital to the Indian republic’s
survival. As philosopher John Dewey said,
democracy is not just a form of
government, but a social and personal
ideal.

Why does electoral roll accuracy
matter?
Free and fair elections rest on accurate
electoral rolls, under the RPA, 1950.
Inaccuracies — such as mass omissions,
ineligible inclusions, duplicates, or
incorrect entries — undermine the “one
person, one vote” principle by enabling
impersonation, disenfranchisement, or
dilution of votes, ultimately distorting the
people’s mandate. Therefore, the EC is
empowered under Section 21 of the 1950
Act to prepare and revise these rolls to
ensure integrity.

While discrepancies may arise, courts
have consistently held that only

While the right to inclusion or
objection in electoral rolls is conferred on
individuals, not political parties, the court
in Lakshmi Charan Sen v. A.K.M. Hassan
Uzzaman (1985) observed that in a largely
rate and politically unaware
electorate, parties should take steps to
ensure eligible voters are included and
ineligible ones are removed. Given India’s
party-based Parliamentary system, such
vigilance will help to preserve ‘electoral
integrity’.

Who qualifies as an ordinary
resident?

The EC under Article 324 serves as the
constitutional ian of electi with
powers of superintendence, direction,
and control. A key duty is preparing
accurate electoral rolls, guided by Section
19 of the RPA, 1950, which mandates that
any citizen aged 18 or above, “ordinarily
resident” in a constituency and not
disqualified, is entitled to be registered.
“Ordinary resident” implies a genuine,
continuous presence, nota temporary
stay. For example, a student living in a
hostel may not qualify if their permanent
home and intent to return lie elsewhere.
Mere temporary absence from one’s place
of ordinary residence does not negate
one’s status as an ordinary resident of
that location. This criterion prevents
fraudulent registrations and ensures
voters maintain real ties to their

c i ies, preserving rep
accountability.

Interestingly, the Manmohan Singh
case (1991) exemplifies judicial scrutiny on
this front. His election from Assam was
challenged for lack of “ordinary
residence,” leading the court to clarify
that ordinary residence means habitual,
regular, and genuine presence, not a
temporary or casual stay or a nominal
address. Beyond ordinary voters, India’s

The need to safeguard the right to vote
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electoral system accommodates those
unable to vote conventionally. Under Rule
18 of the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961,
‘postal ballots’ are available to service
voters like armed forces personnel,
paramilitary, armed State police posted
outside, and government staff abroad,
and voters on election duty. Overseas
electors — Indian citizens living abroad
without foreign citizenship - can register
under Section 20A of the RPA, 1950.
However, they must vote in person, as
they are currently ineligible for postal or
proxy voting.

One of the most contentious issues
regarding the SIR exercise in Bihar is the
debate on ‘citizenship verification’. In Lal
Babu Hussein v. ERO (1995), the court
quashed two EC directives (1992 and
1994) allowing District Collectors and
Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) to
identify and delete alleged foreigners
from voter rolls. The Supreme Court
noted that the poll body guidelines put
the “onus of proof of citizenship” on the
person involved, even disregarding that
several persons were volers in previous
elections.

The court ruled that EROs must give
due weight to past electoral rolls, conduct
full inquiries, and follow quasi-judiciz
procedures, ensuring natural justice and
adherence to the Citizenship Act and
Constitution. These safeguards must
guide the current exercise as well.
Moreover, allegations or vague suspicions
cannot justify the exclusion of individuals
from citizenship or voter lists without
credible evidence and due process,
according to the judgments in Lal Babu
and Md. Rahim Ali (2024).

What is next?
The Bihar SIR controversy and broader
electoral reform debates highlight a core
democratic truth: India’s democracy
depends on electoral rolls that are
accurate, inclusive, and accessible. As the
Supreme Court prepares to resume
hearings on July 28, the EC must complete
the exercise with a careful balance
between genuine vigilance and inclusion
to uphold the fairness of the process.
Public awareness should empower
voters to verify and update their entries,
making them active custodians of
electoral integrity. Safeguarding the vote
is not merely a statutory obligation; it is a
shared democratic responsibility,
requiring vigilant institutions, informed
citizens, and forward-looking legal
reforms.
Kartikey Singh is a lawyer based in New
Delhi
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v

The Supreme Court, while
hearing challenges to the
special intensive revision in
Bihar, suggested that the
Election Commission consider
Aadhaar, voter ID, and ration
card as acceptable documents,
amove aimed at improving
access and reducing wrongful
exclusions.

v

The Election Commission,
under Article 324, is
empowered to revise electoral
rolls under Section 21 of the
RPA, 1950 — but this process
must balance vigilance with
inclusion, and follow due
process to avoid wrongful
disenfranchisement.

v

The right to vote in India is a
statutory right, not a
fundamental one, but itis
treated as a ‘democratic
imperative’ essential to the
survival of the Indian republic.
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G & TSR BT Y& DI

On July 10, the Supreme Court directed the Election Commission (EC) to consider
Aadhaar cards, voter ID cards, and ration cards as acceptable documents for the special
intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar.

10 TS B GHH B A AT TN (EC) DI fAq=n fear % ag fagr & aagar gt &
ORI T8 YAeUT (SIR) & U SMYR 18, Fier IS HT1S 3R IR BTS Hi
T gwTae A |

o It has listed the batch of petitions challenging the EC’s decision for further hearing on July 28.

ST 28 S[ATE ! dTs P 1T GATE TART & fofg Y g S arelt arfeepreff &1t
YTl ! e fHar g |

e The court’s remark — that the question of ‘right to vote’ goes to the very root of the
functioning of our republic — has cast a spotlight on the foundational processes of India’s

electoral machinery and the genesis of India’s ‘universal adult suffrage’ (UAS).

3farad &I fewol — fo HagM &1 ISR’ TR TR & BTHSBTS Bl TSl A ST g7
§ — A YRd &) gATd! SqaRIT Pt wferanafl 3R YRA & “TdoIT 99D HANUBR
(UAS)’ &1 i &l ohg A o far g1

e India’s constitutional promise of the ‘right to vote’ differs significantly from that of many
Western democracies.

HRA H “HdaeM & AfUPR’ 1 HaUTA® a1eT, Hs ufH ddpdal T HTH! 3@ g

o Reflecting the flawed belief, espoused by thinkers like J.S. Mill, that voting should be reserved
for the “enlightened” and denied to the “ignorant,” countries like the U.K. initially restricted
the franchise to male property owners.

1.S. Mill S faremee! grr viqaried 9 Ffeyuf fayr o1 gufd gu o bad “uges &
HAAGH B 3R “3FF T X, UK. S G211 - URY F AATIGR B had Gy Juf
Hferpl e ifHd 3|

e Universal male suffrage emerged only in 1918, and women were granted the right to vote a
decade later in 1928.

do{ I3 HATRIGR Had 1918 H 3T, 3R ARATS &1 AdaH &1 RER 1928 H, T

EREACIA ]

¢ In the U.S., although the 15th and 19th Amendments extended voting rights to African
Americans (1870) and women (1920), systemic barriers such as poll taxes and literacy tests
continued to disenfranchise many for decades thereafter.

U.S. H, Hd 81 159 3R 199 F=e=Y 3 snpiat 3mffaay (1870) 3R Afgemait (1920) &
TAIBR UG fora, Afcs- et o iR AT&RdT TRIEuN S WoTeiiiTa Sravien 5 SATal
P CP| P I HAUHR I dfed 3@

How was universal adult suffrage made real in India?

YR § Gdoi- 99%h AAIUPR P H4 RGP I1T T2

e In sharp contrast, far from gradualism and the ‘privileged class’ criteria, India’s choice of
immediate, universal inclusion ensured ‘democratic equality’ from the outset.

% faudla, FRRRGR ure o &t HIcT iR $R-9R @y s # ugir 9 ©, yRd
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?msﬁ?ﬁﬁtﬁﬁﬁmwﬁwwﬁﬁ ArBdiA® GHHar ﬁﬁﬁﬁm
|

Article 326 of the Constitution granted every adult citizen the right to vote, regardless of
gender, caste, religion, education, or property, at a time when most of the world moved
cautiously.

TG 326 7, I YD Iy Jraeryde 3 o a7 U1, 7« fof, sifa, e, fRramar
HUfRY B! WRaTg fob T fomT 8% R AR &1 AAMUBR Uar fobar|

Initially set at 21 years of age, this threshold was lowered to 18 by the 61st Constitutional
Amendment in 1989.

& 1 I8 31g 21 9 Fuffa o, St 1989 & 619 Tfaem w=nes gRT 18 9 & fear |
This commitment to a robust, inclusive democracy found further constitutional reinforcement
in a series of Supreme Court judgments, notably starting with Kesavananda Bharati v. State
of Kerala (1973), which established democracy as part of the ‘basic structure’ doctrine.
Wwﬁmﬁ@w%m%mmﬁ%mﬁﬁ,ﬁmw
I $IAIG HIRA! TTH B IS (1973) T L= gidy, ford diwdd I Jd I¥a-r
Rigia &1 fewn aiftyd fovar a1, & A 3 Haue qwed= g sl 3|

For this ideal to function meaningfully, people should be able to freely decide the fate of their
government, an unassailable right that shapes governance and must never be compromised.
39 3R P IAfdD ¥ H RN G- P 11T, ANTI D U THR BT W T 9 |
TG HRA BT AR AT ART — U8 U IS TUBR g, Sl AN D! 3HR el &
3R ford ot +ft oo =18 faann wmm anfew

1

Operationalisation through Laws and EC Innovations

ST 3R

TG 3TINT & AR & HISH S S-aa-

This inclusive vision was operationalised through two key laws: the Representation of the
People Act, 1950, which governs the preparation and revision of electoral rolls; and the 1951
Act, which regulates election conduct, candidature, and electoral offences.

T qUTARN TVHI0N Y &l TR BRI &b W1 W Hrifad fohan T it
SfAfray, 1950, ST AagaT Gt ot 3R TN o1 Ffd Har g; 3R 1951 BT
Jfferaw, it gATdt ufthan, Iuftgart 3R gAma SruRTed 3! FRifid Hrar 5|

The EC has repeatedly introduced administrative innovations to realise this ‘constitutional
promise’.

AT START (EC) 7 3 “HAUTD a1 BT R HR & AL AR YRS TR DI
ST B

Notably, the then Chief Election Commissioner Sukumar Sen, faced with the task of enrolling
173 million largely illiterate voters, turned a logistical hurdle into a democratic breakthrough
by introducing election symbols, making UAS practically accessible.

RS U T, 39 TH & Y& g9 AT GPUR A+ 17.3 BRI ARSI fAReR
mﬁﬁu@wﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁwwﬁwm
Iuafsd ¥ 95 fedr, ST UAS ATa8TRS &0 1 gay g1 T4

The Role of the EC and the Citizen

AT ITANT 3R ANRS B Yfadpr
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In India, the EC has a great responsibility to reach the last citizen, wherever they may be, to
actualise their ‘right to elect’.

YRd H, gATd STANT (EC) $! 9gd 98! omiaR! ¢ & 98 8 sifaw Ani® d& ugd, 9e d
Fol i g, difes 31 Frata= 31 siftreR arafds 81 b |

As Winston Churchill once said, “At the bottom of all tributes paid to democracy is the little
man, walking into a little booth, with a little pencil, making a little cross on a little bit of
paper...”

oRT 3 fave afdfa 3 T aR &a1 o1, “davdd &1 & T3 9t sgioiferal & qa # 8 U
BT 3T, S U BYe g T o1 3, TP BIdY A AR 3 T Bie A HRIS R TH Blel
1 = e L

His words remain a timeless reminder that the health of any democracy ultimately rests on the
sanctity of the ‘right to vote’.

I g TS T I8 FHUE 1e fEard & i ford) +f e o1 Wy 3ida: “HagH &
PR F gfdmdar R AR Har gl

Is Voting a Fundamental Right in India?
T YRd A HaeH TP Hiferd IfUeR 82

The legal status of the ‘right to vote’ in India has long been debated.

YRA | HdgH & ARPR 3 S R da g7g § faarfea R
Although Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and K.T. Shah proposed including it in the Constitution’s

fundamental rights part, the Constituent Assembly’s Advisory Committee ultimately rejected
the idea.

gl ST. IR, sidsH 3R $.8Y. =g 1 33 Waym & wifers SRt & wnfid &
1 YXTd 3G Y, b HIAUTT FHT D1 ergpR AiATA 7 3idd: 39 fa=R o1 SRAtPR
& fea

A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court in Kuldip Nayar v. Union of India (2006) held
that the ‘right to elect’ is a statutory right under Section 62 of the RPA, 1951, and not a
fundamental or constitutional right.

FACIY ATAR THTH YR TY (2006) § JHA HIE ot Gaenfae dis 3 Fofg oo fe
fata &1 sifter, sFufafAfira siftrferam, 1951 Y YRT 62 F T8 T duTfe
PR g, 7 for Mifere ur Haunfe R |

Later in 2016, though a two-judge bench in Rajbala v. State of Haryana described the ‘right to
vote’ as a constitutional right, the larger bench ruling in Kuldip Nayar prevails.

§1& H 2016 H, ITSIETAT STH AT IS0 H T g1-=Amardi=ig 413 1 HdeH & siiter’
D! AU AR Far, Al Fadiu ARR § Gy 7 9t dte & g &1 & araan
Ui gl

Again, in Anoop Baranwal v. Union of India (2023), the Supreme Court declined to
pronounce on the issue, noting that it had already been settled by the five-judge Bench in the
Kuldip Nayar judgment.

PR MU SRATATE ST HIRT Y (2023) T FoltH B¢ A 3 T W Pl 010 &1 J STHR
W%m%%w%@%sﬁugaﬁmuwﬁm-meﬁsﬂummﬁvﬁaﬁw
Eikccakd

However, in his dissent, Justice Ajay Rastogi asserted that the ‘right to vote’ is an expression
of Article 19(1)(a) and reflects the essence of Article 21.
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19(1)(a) BT SHfUE § 3R AT 21 HT Yo IR <1 8|

Yet, as this view remains a minority opinion, the ‘right to elect’ continues to be recognised as a
statutory right under prevailing law.

QAfs e T8 T SeqHd U §, IUY aHH S & ded FHafes &1 iR &t
e PR & FU H g AT U 5

Nevertheless, even though it is not a fundamental right, courts have regarded the right to vote
as an inseparable part of democracy, anchoring their reasoning in the idea that it enables
citizens to shape governance, making it a “democratic imperative” vital to the Indian
republic’s survival.

iR 4, el 31 g wHifere SifreTR 18 &, <IrTerdl 3 W & PR ol AP T
T 3T T B, T8 a0 < B b U8 IR ) MM B TPR 37 I Wfekd a1 8 3R
R TTURTSY & SHTRI P oL T8 Ueb “TebdiiAP Sazgehdl” 8|

As philosopher John Dewey said, democracy is not just a form of government, but a social and
personal ideal.

ST P gTRife S Sdt 3 H81, diddd bad AT YUTelt T8, Sfch T JraTore 3R
HfITTd 3Mexi o

Why Does Electoral Roll Accuracy Matter?
AT I 1 YT il Ta=AD 872

Free and fair elections rest on accurate electoral rolls, under the RPA, 1950.

-39 SR FRrwger goma 31 Hia adie adagar gl w ARk sl g, o svfafitea
ST, 1950 & T8 3Tt 3

Inaccuracies — such as mass omissions, ineligible inclusions, duplicates, or incorrect entries
— undermine the “one person, one vote” principle by enabling impersonation,
disenfranchisement, or dilution of votes, ultimately distorting the people’s mandate.

Tafaal — 9 i 92 A R s, et A7t oY wiafp, iewra ar eaa ufafdal —
Y AR, TP A Risid Bl HHR HRall § SR 399 B AdGH, HANIPR | g9, AT
Hdl P SR TS SRl THWNE 30 8idl 8, S 3fdd: S1e™ &1 fagd a2 <t 5
Therefore, the EC is empowered under Section 21 of the 1950 Act to prepare and revise these
rolls to ensure integrity.

SN, TG START (EC) BT 1950 SAFAFTH B URT 21 F T8d 37 Yl &1 dOR 3R
TN HA BT SIBR U § Ifcs FTHTOTSAT AT ST o Jo |

While discrepancies may arise, courts have consistently held that only substantial and systemic
errors that demonstrably “materially affected” the election outcome can compromise the
sanctity of the electoral roll.

Yol 51 $o faiforat 3o g1, o =ararerdl A TRIIaR a8 w1 & fob Sad ag TR ok
WOITERT FfeaT, St WY U ¥ “gH1d & TRUMTT &I JUTRAa” H1l 8, Aderdar gt &
gfasrar &1 THIfad &R Tahat & |

Minor mistakes or isolated disenfranchisement are insufficient.

B Tl a1 Thd HAUdR | 999 gaied g 5 |

Allegations like those in Bihar warrant scrutiny, but it must also be noted that purification of
rolls is necessary because just as the exclusion of an eligible voter undermines democracy, so
does the inclusion of an ineligible name.
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TGS &, T oI TP UTH eIl b1 918 fhdT ST dldhda & JhUH UgdTdl g, o9
B TS AN ATH BT A ST i I HHR HAT 5 |

Therefore, rather than disrupting or delaying the exercise, efforts should focus on helping
improve the process.

m@g@sﬂmaﬁmmmﬁﬁmmﬁ%m,mmﬁﬁwmmaﬁ
|

The Supreme Court’s suggestion to include more accepted documents helps safeguard every
genuine elector’s right to be represented.

e B &1 3HfF WPpd XAl B! A HA BT Y19, TR Y AAGIT &
ufafAfirea & iR ot e HRaT |

While the right to inclusion or objection in electoral rolls is conferred on individuals, not
political parties, the court in Lakshmi Charan Sen v. A.K.M. Hassan Uzzaman (1985)
observed that in a largely illiterate and politically unaware electorate, parties should take steps
to ensure eligible voters are included and ineligible ones are removed.

& AdGaT Gat A A9 St T MUf™ gof BRI &1 RGR safeal &1 fear mang, 3
o IoTifae gal &, fhr +ff dert IRor A9 994 T.&5.TH. 59 IwiHT (1985) H HIE A
Fel for T SIRAfET 3R Te-ifa® U J ST Adard off # gal & a8 JHAfa s
3 e a1 a1feT & ura waerar mfira Y ik 3y AT/ geTe S|

Given India’s party-based Parliamentary system, such vigilance will help to preserve
‘electoral integrity’.

YR ! G TAGHT YUITElt B ¢d §U, TH UHR $I Gadvdl, “gATdt SRGSar & g4
G H 9gaD Bl

ChatGPT said:

Who qualifies as an ordinary resident?

IIYRYT AR & U & 9 U giar g2

The EC under Article 324 serves as the constitutional guardian of elections, with powers of
superintendence, direction, and control.

W324$mwmmc>mwﬁuﬁ$w&wm% forres g
frdteqor, fAd=r iR fRra=or oot wifdaar i €1

A key duty is preparing accurate electoral rolls, guided by Section 19 of the RPA, 1950, which
mandates that any citizen aged 18 or above, “ordinarily resident” in a constituency and not
disqualified, is entitled to be registered.

TP T S g FeIP HeerdT Jal IR ST, S Sufaf-ier siferfeaw, 1950 #t arT
19 gR1 TAERIA &, S Fg1 T 8 16 oIS off 18 o a1 39 iR 3Ry &1 AR, St
fosht & o “JmeyRor fRamdt 8) SR 3y =1 81, Usfianur & fo U= B

“Ordinary resident” implies a genuine, continuous presence, not a temporary stay.

«FryRor farfl &1 1 § arafae o fARaR SufRfa, 7 1% $is srurdt far |

For example, a student living in a hostel may not qualify if their permanent home and intent
to return lie elsewhere.

I<TEU1 P oTT, gieed | T8+ aTell B U 8] 51 Jobdl Ife ST RIT TR 3R die
BT 1GT ol SR Bl
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Mere temporary absence from one’s place of ordinary residence does not negate one’s status as
an ordinary resident of that location.

fopait Safaa & ATUROT ey w9 STl srufRufa 39w aryrur et 817 &1
ST AT T8l Bt

This criterion prevents fraudulent registrations and ensures voters maintain real ties to their
constituencies, preserving representative accountability.

g AIIE S HRATEEY aTal ToReR0 1 bl 2 R 78 R ol o Haerdr 3o &
Y IrEfa® ey §1E 79, o wfafAift SwReiiea s g 3|

Interestingly, the Manmohan Singh case (1991) exemplifies judicial scrutiny on this front.
feeray U 9, Aewg Rig 9 (1991) 39 GeW # <1Ri® S 1 3a6R0 |

His election from Assam was challenged for lack of “ordinary residence,” leading the court to
clarify that ordinary residence means habitual, regular, and genuine presence, not a
temporary or casual stay or a nominal address.

I SH A GG “HIHURYT fAarg” & 3141 & Al ¢t T8 off, e ged srered 2 Wy
fpur i AR faar &1 91 § fArafia, Jm=g ok ardafde SufRufa, 7 &5 a1
YT 1 STy e |

Beyond ordinary voters, India’s electoral system accommodates those unable to vote
conventionally.

HTH A3 & SAATAT, HRd 1 AT FOTeR 39 Al o ford +} et st g St
URURSD =0 Y HdaM gl DR Fobd |

Under Rule 18 of the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961, ‘postal ballots’ arc available to service
voters like armed forces personnel, paramilitary, armed State police posted outside,
government staff abroad, and voters on election duty.

gHTd TaTe (a9, 1961 % Fra 18 % Ted, ‘ST AATP 3 AaT HAGEISA F Rw
IUA ¢ oY [ TR 96 & BT, Srefafe g1, a1 a-ma Isa yferw, fadzn o
WHR FHARY, 3R A St W & HHARL |

Overseas electors — Indian citizens living abroad without foreign citizenship — can register
under Section 20A of the RPA, 1950.

fae=h waerar — o fad=r & 389 arat Wk AR & SR oo urw fad=ft amivean
81 § — d wwfaffere SfUfE, 1950 BT URT 20A F T USHHIUN BT THhd B |

However, they must vote in person, as they are currently 1ne11§1ble for postal or proxy voting.

m,a%mﬁmwﬁmﬁmm@ﬂﬁaé A g1 g1 yfafafy Aae=
¥ forg s |

Citizenship Verification and Voter Exclusion

AR AT AU 3R AdSTdT B 918 HIAT

One of the most contentious issues regarding the SIR exercise in Bihar is the debate on
‘citizenship verification’.

ferR o faxiy wu= gAtervn (SIR) ¥ ST Ue Ued faarerue geT 8§ AR dr S
U dgdl

In Lal Babu Hussein v. ERO (1995), the court quashed two EC directives (1992 and 1994)
allowing District Collectors and Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) to identify and delete
alleged foreigners from voter rolls.

9 ERO (1995) H, 372Td A 1992 3R 1994 & & AT TN (SN DI IE
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FfAq fadzht gem & srmfa <a 2

The Supreme Court noted that the poll body guidelines put the “onus of proof of citizenship”
on the person involved, even disregarding that several persons were voters in previous elections.
e B¢ A Bl [ FA1a T & feznf=d=n & Amiiear wifad o= &1 qifia afad
IR STd foar T o1, Yl 81 d fred gamal § aagrar g 9o ol |

The court ruled that EROs must give due weight to past electoral rolls, conduct full inquiries,
and follow quasi-judicial procedures, ensuring natural justice and adherence to the
Citizenship Act and Constitution.

3feTerd 3 e faar f ErROs 1 sl waerar gferal &1 vafe agwa 31, gof st
BT, SR S =aTRies uforan o1 U w1 ARy, R wipfae =uma oiR AT
Siftfraw g dfaem o1 ureH gRigd 8|

These safeguards must guide the current exercise as well.

3 YRETHD U aqH ufehan &1 off arfe=i o= 7nfgel

Moreover, allegations or vague suspicions cannot justify the exclusion of individuals from
citizenship or voter lists without credible evidence and due process, according to judgments in
Lal Babu and Md. Rahim Ali (2024).

S AT, RIY T SRUY Heg 91 faya=itg ared ok =nfie ufsrar & f6h &1
ANTR@AT 37 Aaerdal Gl 9 918 78! {51 o aohdr, I8 91d ard 919, 3R WigHe B
et (2024) & FAofal & Wy Ft S B

What is next?
3(F 31T FT?

The Bihar SIR controversy and broader electoral reform debates highlight a core democratic
truth: India’s democracy depends on electoral rolls that are accurate, inclusive, and accessible.
fasR SIR fdarg Sik SAUe AT GUR 969 TS Yo Apdiia® T &) IoR S o
YR BT Abad TeID, THTARN 3R AW Hdagar Jroal R ARk #rar gl

As the Supreme Court prepares to resume hearings on July 28, the EC must complete the
exercise with a careful balance between genuine vigilance and inclusion to uphold the fairness
of the process.

SR € A BIE 28 TS &1 FAaTS {6 A Y= B S 38T 2, AT SN (EC) B
Tadar 3R THTARA & 19 AGaT SIHR 39 UichdT ! W& & 91 IRT ST A1fe T
Public awareness should empower voters to verify and update their entries, making them active
custodians of electoral integrity.

SH-SIRRS STl &l Haardsd ol g ufafdal 1 <Tia 3R Srera o3 8§ Jeid S
AR, for Y 3 gATdY SRS & Afehg W& o T |
Safeguarding the vote is not merely a statutory obligation; it is a shared democratic

responsibility, requiring vigilant institutions, informed citizens, and forward-looking legal
reform.

HAGH B I&T Had Uh AUTD ST 21 §; T8 TP Aigh Abditid el 3,
e fore wad TRITSH, IPRE® ARSI 3R grei S GURI &1 HTaRIHdr g |
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U.S. curbs against Albanese
set dangerous precedent: UN

UN rights chief also calls for a halt to attacks against people appointed by the UN and the ICC; the

UN Human Rights Council special rapporteur says she will continue to do what she has to do

«GS Paper lI: International Institutions !

Agence France-Presse
GENEVA

he UN warned on
T Thursday that
Washington  was

setting a “dangerous prece-
dent” by imposing sanc-
tions on a UN expert for
criticising U.S. policy on
Gaza and called for the
cancellation of the action.

UN rights chief Volker
Turk also called for a halt
to “attacks and threats”
against people appointed
by the UN and internation-
al institutions such as the
International Criminal
Court, whose judges have
also been hit with U.S.
sanctions.

“I urge the prompt re-
versal of U.S. sanctions

Ruffling feathers: The U.S. sanctioned Francesca Albanese for her
efforts to prompt ICC action against U.S. and Israeli officials. AP

against a special rappor-
teur of the UN Human
Rights Council, Francesca
Albanese, in response to
work she has undertaken
under the mandate on the
situation of human rights

in the occupied Palestinian
territory,” Mr. Turk said in
a statement.

UN chief Antonio Guter-
res’s spokesman insisted
that “the imposition of
sanctions on special rap-

UN Warning Over US Sanctions on Expert
HYa Y Dt ARST ufdeael ax Idra-t
e The UN warned on Thursday that Washington was setting a "dangerous precedent" by

imposing sanctions on a UN expert for criticising U.S. policy on Gaza and called for the
cancellation of the action.

porteurs is a dangerous
precedent”.

The use of unilateral
sanctions against any UN
expert or official “is unac-
ceptable”, spokesman Ste-
phane Dujarric told repor-
ters in New York.

U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio on Wednes-
day announced that Wash-
ington was sanctioning Ms.
Albanese “for her illegiti-
mate and shameful efforts
to prompt (ICC) action
against U.S. and Israeli offi-
cials, companies, and
executives”.

Ms. Albanese said the
sanctions were “calculated
to weaken my mission”. “I
will continue to do what I
have to do,” she said dur-
ing a visit to Slovenia.

UG Y 7 TFAR B Adra-11 &t fob ariRiTes = e wR srfve! Hifa Y st s
R HYEd WY & T fIRuq IR Ufade ST U IR fTer 1| &1 g 3R 39
PHRATS P IE A B AT D

e UN rights chief Volker Turk also called for a halt to "attacks and threats" against people
appointed by the UN and international institutions such as the International Criminal Court,
whose judges have also been hit with U.S. sanctions.

Y Y AFATISR TGE dred? e - H g A SR awrdia Femeil o &
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3, grarhien ©) o SRt ufdey e U |

o “Iurge the prompt reversal of U.S. sanctions against a special rapporteur of the UN Human
Rights Council, Francesca Albanese, in response to work she has undertaken under the
mandate on the situation of human rights in the occupied Palestinian territory,” Mr. Turk
said in a statement.

i e 3 U 9 H e, <H Agad Y AAATIDR TR & fasiy Rudz widwst
JeaT-TeT O AT 7Y et ufaeel o qd gem &7 3M1Ug Hdl g, ol 3611 SHuUdpd
Tt &t & arrafeRY 31 fRAfT W 3rem wF1e™ & ded fpe e ol & IR 3
LML

e UN chief Antonio Guterres’s spokesman insisted that “the imposition of sanctions on special
rapporteurs is a dangerous precedent”.

|G Y THE Y41 Yevd & YaadT - SR g Hel fob faRie RuidRl ur ufaee
1 RN ST Th WA (A g1

e The use of unilateral sanctions against any UN expert or official “is unacceptable”, spokesman

Stephane Dujarric told reporters in New York.

Uqad] W GuITR® A ggic § dareardrell 9§ $gl o fordT oft Tger vy faegr an
AFUBTRY W THarwT yfaaed o1 I Wierd T8l 5| "

e U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio on Wednesday announced that Washington was
sanctioning Ms. Albanese “for her illegitimate and shameful efforts to prompt (ICC) action
against U.S. and Israeli officials, companies, and executives”.

AR@! fad= vt urel wiaa) A guarR & 9w &t f& aifkire ot srearie )
»3ARP 3R goRE! siftrpTival, wufaal ik srdwial & f@earw (1cc) F PR
P IPIM F I9F QY 3R THATS YA & fog ufdsy T g8l

e Ms. Albanese said the sanctions were “calculated to weaken my mission”. “I will continue to
do what I have to do,” she said during a visit to Slovenia.

mamﬁﬁw%a**uﬁau"ﬁ%mﬁmmﬁaﬁﬁw%mm
Y & | I5i- TAAGT 1 A1 & GRM Fel, "o Tgt Bl g o) g ST 817

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper III: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. Centre identifies domestic firm for S-400 air defence system
maintenance, repair, overhaul

Hex 7 S-400 IRY YT YIS & @@, W 3R
aRGId & [T g BH &t yga= ot

2. ‘TB death audits, like maternal mortality model, can aid
elimination’

AT g &R AIsd Bl avg eldl Jo d@T-UI&T I |
eTIdl HX Pl g’
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3. Bridge too far

4. Curse of Perfectionism: Why Superman is a timeless superhero
we could all relate to?

qutdar &7 SAfHRTY: T GuRAH T YT JuRe R 8 fora
&1 9t o5 9&d 32

5. Google’s New Al Initiatives for India’s Agriculture and
Cultural Diversity

HRd & PV 3R Hieplas fafaedr & frg re &1 =3
T3S Uge

6. U.S. President Donald Trump’s Endorsement of 500% Tariff
on Russian Oil Imports

ARSI YUl SIHTeS ¢U GRT A del STATd TR 500%
I[P & TUYT DI Ty

7. Efforts to Capture Refrigerant in Indonesia’s Fight Against
Climate Change

Wmuﬁaﬁ%@wé@ﬁﬁm%wﬁﬁw

8. Fossil Fuel Rebound in EU Power Sector in Early 2025
2025 B! I[EATT H EU & foorelt 8 A STar=d g9 &t
CIL R

9. Flood without rain in Nepal raises concerns about glacial lake
outburst
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Centre identifies domestic firm for S-400 air
defence system maintenance, repair, overhaul

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Defence
has identified an Indian
firm to establish a mainte-
nance repair and overhaul
(MRO) facility for the S-400
air defence system in the
country.

India now has three
$-400 missile systems. Offi-
cially named Sudarshan
Chakra, the S-400 had
played a crucial role in tak-
ing down Pakistani drones
and missiles fired towards
more than 15 Indian cities,
in retaliation for Operation
Sindoor launched by India
in May.

A senior official in the
Defence Ministry has con-
firmed that the plan to es-

Centre identifies domestic firm for S-400 air defence system

Critical support The S-400 had played acrucial role in taking
down Pakistani drones and missiles fired towards Indian cities. AFP

tablish an MRO facility was
in the pipeline for some
time but after Operation
Sindoor, it was fast-tracked
and an Indian firm has
been identified for the job.
The selection was done af-
ter several phases of secur-

ity clearance and capabili-
ty testing. Rules of
engagement (RoE) have
been drafted. Russia’s Al-
maz-Antey, the manufac-
turer of the S-400 system,
will collaborate with an In-
dian firm to establish the

maintenance, repair, overhaul

Hex A S-400 RY YT YIS & @@, WA 3R favgia &

e TR wH &1 ygaE ot

facility in India. A formal
announcement will made
soon.

‘Landmark move’
Another official who was
aware of the development
said that it is a landmark
achievement under India-
Russia military technical
cooperation. “Now India
will be self-reliant in main-
taining advance air de-
fence systems and it aligns
with the ‘Make In India’ in-
itiative of the government.
It will help to overcome the
challenges posed by inter-
national sanctions and
supply chain disruption,”
the official said.

India launched Opera-
tion Sindoor in the first
week of May targeting ter-

ror camps in Pakistan, in
response to the attack on
tourists in Pahalgam on
April 22. On the interven-
ing night of May 7-8, Pakis-
tan attempted to engage
more than 15 military tar-
gets using drones and mis-
siles in northern and west-
ern part of the country.
The Integrated Counter
UAS Grid and Air Defence
systems intercepted and
neutralised the ballistic
missiles and drones aimed
at military installations.
India had earlier placed
an order with Russia for
five S-400 missile systems,
and three have been deli-
vered. Russia confirmed
that of the remaining two
S-400s, one will be deli-
vered in 2026 and in 2027.

The Ministry of Defence has identified an Indian firm to establish a maintenance, repair,
and overhaul (MRO) facility for the S-400 air defence system in the country.

T&T FATETT 7 ST A S-400 Y T&T WUITEH & 1T Iemama, 1Rwd 3R sfiavgid (MRO)
gfaer RIfid $31 & e te URda wH &) vga= $ g1

¢ India now has three S-400 missile systems. Officially named Sudarshan Chakra, the S-400
had played a crucial role in taking down Pakistani drones and missiles fired towards more than

15 Indian cities, in retaliation for Operation Sindoor launched by India in May.
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ST 8| s-4ooﬁq§ﬁwmwmw%$uﬁ@aﬁ 159 3iftre
YRS e B 3R <M T b=t $IH iR [ 1 IR o Hg eyl yffrest
EEIERIL

e A senior official in the Defence Ministry has confirmed that the plan to establish an MRO
facility was in the pipeline for some time but after Operation Sindoor, it was fast-tracked and an
Indian firm has been identified for the job.
T&T HATETd o U AR SR = g &1 8 i MRO GRuT RIftd & &1 aieH1 $3
T 9 yfohan | <ff, Ao SHTOR= RigR & a1 3 dsil 9 1R ST 74T 3R 9 fo) U
R BH &1 Ugd &1 775 |

o The selection was done after several phases of security clearance and capability testing. Rules
of Engagement (RoE) have been drafted.

T s TRUN D1 & HRt 3R &1 TI&ivT & aTe fhan mam| e & f999 (RoE)
IR fpT TSl

¢ Russia’s Almaz-Antey, the manufacturer of the S-400 system, will collaborate with an Indian
firm to establish the facility in India. A formal announcement will be made soon.
S-400 WUTTEH & AT ¥ B STHTHA-URS HUAT, T YT Bl URd & RATUT B & forg
T URAR BH & 1Y FgaRT BT | Th SATYBTRD GG Sleg 51 b1 e |

e Another official who was aware of the development said that it is a landmark achievement
under India-Russia military technical cooperation. “Now India will be self-reliant in
maintaining advance air defence systems and it aligns with the ‘Make in India’ initiative of the
government. It will help to overcome the challenges posed by international sanctions and
supply chain disruption,” the official said.

39 [abrg O uRfEd U 3 SR A $31 fh I8 WRA-1 =0 dP-1o] Wgd T & dgd
% Ut Suafsd g1 SR A w8, o URd I9d aTg Y&l Wonfer & Tevard §
JTAFTHR BT 3R T8 PR &1 A §7 AT U5 & 37U ¢ | I Sa=RIPIg uferaeif
3R MYt g & Fau™ I Idd FHIGA! &1 UR $HRA H Hag BT |~

¢ India launched Operation Sindoor in the first week of May, targeting terror camps in
Pakistan, in response to the attack on tourists in Pahalgam on April 22.

YRA A 22 30 ! UgeTH A qdeeh] IR gHA & SIdd & HS & Ugd IwWTg H uifpar
H Tt RIFART &1 A= 971 Sifavs Rigr &= foan

¢ On the intervening night of May 7-8, Pakistan attempted to engage more than 15 military
targets using drones and missiles in the northern and western parts of the country.

7-8 U3 B HERIH B UIBar + G¥ & S<R iR ufdft fawai & g1+ ok forarget &1
SUART IR 15 H SHfd A= S o1 F=1m1 1 b1 v foban |

e The Integrated Counter UAS Grid and Air Defence systems intercepted and neutralised the
ballistic missiles and drones aimed at military installations.

TSP Pleex JuTH FIs 3R arg 8T wonfer - = yiag=il o afdd o ardl
Sffees frarsal o S &1 A o sik Afsra &= faa

e India had earlier placed an order with Russia for five S-400 missile systems, and three have
been delivered.

YR 7 Ugd 9 & 1Y UTd s-400 fararge gonferay o1 3ifer foar ur, 5w @ &= faafa
DI S gD B
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e Russia confirmed that of the remaining two S-400s, one will be delivered in 2026 and another in

2027.

93 gD o b AW S 5-400 T T TH 2026 T 3R gIRT 2027 H faafed fowan smem|

‘TB death audits, like maternal
mortality model, can aid elimination’

Soumya Swaminathan emphasises the need to prioritise reducing TB deaths and prevalence and incidence of the
having an ambitious plan need to be focused on; our s

Maitri Porecha

detailed dissection of every

tuberculosis-related death at

the district level or a “TB death

audit, much like the public
health approach adopted by the Centre to
reduce maternal deaths, will prove to be
useful towards meeting India’s TB
elimination goals, Soumya Swaminathan,
Principal Advisor for the National TB
Elimination Programme in India told The
Hindu.

“Like COVID, TB is also a pandemic,
but it has been around for a very long
time. It affects the poor and vulnerable in
every country. Even one dengue death
gets picked up immediately by the media,
and gets reported. Still, 800 to 900
people die every day of TB in the country,
but the news of a TB death hardly ever
makes it to the newspaper,” she said.

Dr. Swaminathan noted that among the
challenges facing National TB Elimination
Programme (NTEP) is the further
reduction in TB mortality rates to meet
the End TB and Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) targets. From an estimated 35
deaths per 1,00,000 population in 2015,
India has brought down this rate to 22 per
1,00,000 according to the latest official
data. “However, we still have case fatality
rates ranging from 5% to 10% in different
states. These rates are higher for
drug-resistant TB. These deaths are
mostly happening in the
economically-productive age group of 25
to 55 years,” she said.

TB Death Audit

India has significantly reduced its
maternal mortality rate (MMR) by
expanding the scope for institutional
delivery, better antenatal and postnatal
care and by undertaking district-wise
maternal death audits which are headed
by the district collectors. “Everyone has
to sit and explain why that [maternal]
death happened and how it could have
been prevented. Can we adopt a similar
approach for TB,” asked Dr.
Swaminathan. “The District Collector
should be aware of how many TB deaths
occur, and non-programme partners
should be engaged in audits of randomly
selected cases. These could be
community medicine departments of
nearby medical colleges or public health
institutes. It should not be the TB
programme itself that does the death
audits. TB deaths should be presented,
analysed along with reasons, and the
discussions could lead to improvements
in service delivery” she added. The
deaths are most likely caused by a
combination of complications due to TB,
along with social and economic risk
factors.

Citing an example, Dr. Swaminathan
said that National Institute of TB and
Respiratory Diseases runs a ‘difficult to
treat, virtual TB clinic (using the ECHO
platform), where cases are presented and
discussed every month, for the benefit of
doctors and nurses across the country.
The case of a 19-year-old belonging to a
poor migrant family who succumbed to

ort-term focus

in the next National Strategic Plan, is

disease,

to reduce TB mortali

Public awareness: Students conduct a rally to raise awareness on TB, a contagious disease that is
treatable and preventable, and yet continues to kill millions each year, in Hyderabad. FiLE PHOTO

TB in Delhi was presented. Her father had
previously died of TB and her sister had
also contracted the infection. “They
worked as house maids and had initially
sought treatment with private doctors. By
the time she got admitted, she had
extensive bilateral TB and was in
respiratory failure. The fact that a
19-year-old girl died of drug sensitive TB
points to the need for every patient to be
notified and followed up by the TB
programme. Any number of such cases
are occurring every day. Are we paying
attention and trying to improve the
system?”

Tamil Nadu model

Tamil Nadu’s Kasanoi Erappila Thittam
(TN-KET) meaning ‘TB death free project,’
was jointly started by the Indian Council
of Medical Research’s National Institute of
Epidemiology (NIE) and the State
government for all aged 15 years and older
with drug-susceptible TB notified by
public facilities, with a goal to reduce
deaths by 30% in this group.

According to NIE data, during April -
June 2022, 14,961 TB patients were
notified out of which 11599 (78%) were
triaged. It was found that of these 1509
(13%) were at high risk of severe illness. Of
these 48% were severely undernourished,
another 50% had respiratory
insufficiency, and 29% were unable to
stand without support. Of the 1509
patients, 1128 (75%) were assessed at a
nodal inpatient care facility. Of these 993
were confirmed as severely ill, and 909

ee

The District Collector should be aware
of how many TB deaths occur, and
non-programme partners should be
engaged in audits of randomly selected
cases. These could be community
medicine departments of nearby
medical colleges or public health
institutes

SOUMYA SWAMINATHAN
Principal Advisor for the NTEP

Nadu now routinely captures BMI data for
all adults with TB (notified from public
facilities).

In the southern States, people have
co-morbidities such as diabetes,
alcoholism and in the north, there is
severe malnutrition and severe anaemia,
Dr. Swaminathan observed. In any case,
every TB patient must be clinically
evaluated for co-morbidities and risk
factors and these should be treated too.

Dr. Swaminathan pressed on the need
to prioritise reducing TB deaths, along
with reducing prevalence, and incidence
of the disease. “China has a death rate of
3 per 1,00,000 from TB, while India has a
death rate of 22 per 1,00,000. We need to
find gaps, address them and have an
ambitious plan,” she said.

“Our short-term focus, in the next
National Strategic Plan, is to reduce TB
mortality. Incidence reduction will take

(92%) were ad d. Of those ad!
4% patients succumbed to their illness. As
aresult of implementing TN-KET, Tamil

time, we do, because we don’t
have a highly efficacious vaccine. Unless
we start finding everyone and treating

them, we will not have a rapid incidence
reduction,” she adds.

Dr. Swaminathan said that the National
TB prevalence Survey and State-specific
Prevalence Surveys in Gujarat, Rajasthan
reveal that sub-clinical TB accounts for
40% to 50% of cases. “Which means, you
will not pick them up with symptom
screening and our national programme
was entirely based on symptom
screening. So, we were straightaway
missing half of the active TB in
population,” she said.

According to her, the solution is to
have widespread use of X-ray backed up
by an Al algorithm. “The hand-held X-ray
technology with Al is green lighted by the
World Health Organization (WHO), STOP
TB Partnership and ICMR. In fact, six
government hospitals in Mumbai applied
X-ray screening and their case
notifications went up by 10% to 12%,” she
stated.

Upfront molecular testing until last
year in India was 30%. The 100-day TB
elimination campaign aimed at
strengthening diagnostics and linkage to
treatment, as well as efforts by CTD to
expand upfront molecular testing should
pay dividends this year, she added.
Upfront molecular testing involves
offering tests which can pick up TB as
well as drug-resistance to TB bacteria
leading to accurate treatment, which
improves chances of the patient’s
recovery. Screening of household
contacts should be made convenient as
they cannot be expected to spend days in
going and getting themselves screened.
This can happen now with the highly
portable handheld X-ray devices which
many States have started using.

The crucial role of nutrition
She also emphasised on providing good
nutrition to TB patients and their families.
“The RATIONS trials led by Anurag
Bhargava in Jharkhand among a
population with BMI as low as 16 and 17
has demonstrated that almost 50%
secondary household cases could be
prevented just by providing good
nutritional support. We don’t yet have a
vaccine with 50% efficacy so if we give
adequate calories and protein, it acts like
natural protector from bacteria.”
Commenting on the Nikshay Mitra
Programme floated by the Centre for
nutrition support to TB patients, Dr.
Swaminathan said that while the goal was
laudable, its success depends on
volunteers coming forward to donate
nutrition support and this may not be
uniform across all geographies. “Also, the
ability to deliver it [nutritional support]
may be limited in remote areas,” she
emphasised. The government’s move to
double the amount meted out under the
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) — (an earlier
amount of 500 per month provided to
TB patients during treatment, has now
been increased to ¥1000) would go a long
way towards meeting the patients
nutritional needs, and more research is
needed in ways to improve the family’s
nutritional status, wherever needed.
(porechamaitri.m@thehindu.co.in)

stating that finding gaps, addressing them, and

Dr. Swaminathan noted that
among the challenges facing
National TB Elimination
Programme is the further
reduction in TB mortality
rates to meet the End T8 and
Sustainable Development
Goals targets

v

Every TB patient must be
clinically evaluated for
co-morbidities — such as
diabetes, alcoholism, severe
anaemia, and risk factors —
and these should be treated

v

She also emphasised the
importance of providing good
nutrition to TB patients and
their families, citing the
RATIONS trials led by Anurag
Bhargava in Jharkhand
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‘TB death audits, like maternal mortality model, can aid
elimination’

AT Y &R HISA DI a¥g eldl Jog AQT-UIET S A
Tl B gl g’

Soumya Swaminathan emphasises the need to prioritise reducing TB deaths and prevalence and
incidence of the disease,

T TR 3 At T g arel Al 3R SR B UIRdT 3R ge-T13i Bl HH B
B! U 33 BT TGl 0 9k &,

stating that finding gaps, addressing them, and having an ambitious plan need to be focused

on;

Ig Fed gU [ Il B Ugd, 36 g¥ BT, 3R Udh Hgwardbiaht i a1
EIIEERINRIIE] I

our short-term focus, in the next National Strategic Plan, is to reduce TB mortality, she adds
511 BT o SATel IAPTT TUTfores AT H §ART fcubiicies dad et §og X &1 HH
HATG

TB Death Audit and India’s Elimination Goals

&It gog A@T-uRe 3R URd & A d&d

A detailed dissection of every tuberculosis-related death at the district level or a ‘TB death
audit,” much like the public health approach adopted by the Centre to reduce maternal deaths,
will prove to be useful towards meeting India’s TB elimination goals, Soumya Swaminathan,
Principal Advisor for the National TB Elimination Programme in India told The Hindu.

o TR R IS et | Aaiftra gog &1 fawgd fazawor a1 <&t gog dar-udten,’ o &
&% IRBR GRT AT o & DI HH B o [0 T 15 ATdSI -1 A TGfd, YRd &
el ST G 1 U bR | Yordep R 8111, Te o1 APH el ST Srdepd o
YT TATEHR T [T A € fig &1 aas |

“Like COVID, TB is also a pandemic, but it has been around for a very long time.

“HIfds B e, Tt Wt T AR g, it U 9gd dd I7Y H HIVE &

It affects the poor and vulnerable in every country.

I8 TR o H TS iR STl Bl I FRaT 3|

Even one dengue death gets picked up immediately by the media, and gets reported.

T 37 A &1 ot FifSar Ra Iswdl § 3R Raié et &1

Still, 800 to 900 people die every day of TB in the country, but the news of a TB death hardly
ever makes it to the newspaper,” she said.

o2 1 3= 7 2R a1 800 | 900 AT Aeft A 1R €, Afp A A g3 Hid ) TR WS &
HH SrEaRI H 31l B,” 3611 Hal|

Dr. Swaminathan noted that among the challenges facing the National TB Elimination
Programme (NTEP) is the further reduction in TB mortality rates to meet the End TB and
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) targets.

1. WHHRA A $g1 fos TPt At I SIS (NTEP) & A Sl ATl €, 376 9
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From an estimated 35 deaths per 1,00,000 population in 2015, India has brought down this rate
to 22 per 1,00,000, according to the latest official data.

2015 W Ufd 1,00,000 SERIET UR UG 35 WAl § YR 7 T8 &R g 22 Ufd
1,00,000 R &I 8, T8 AIaH MRS Sfidvsl & STAR |

“However, we still have case fatality rates ranging from 5% to 10% in different states.
<gTefifep, 31 Hft fafysr Ioa & AT Fog o 5% & 10% & S 3

These rates are higher for drug-resistant TB.

3 &3 gar yfeRidh et & A § it g

These deaths are mostly happening in the economically-productive age group of 25 to 55
years,” she said.

I O R 25 | 55 a4 P13 wu A Iares oy arf 7 81 & 8, S Pl

TB Death Audit

et g Aar-usten

India has significantly reduced its maternal mortality rate (MMR) by expanding the scope for
institutional delivery, better antenatal and postnatal care, and by undertaking district-wise
maternal death audits which are headed by the district collectors.

YR A THa TRITTT JiAeT, dgar T iR ugaiR 3@y, 3R frer-ar urg
%amgm&%ﬁﬁmmﬁ & | BIdll 6, P ATHH I I Y &3 (MMR) BT
2 |

“Everyone has to sit and explain why that [maternal] death happened and how it could have
been prevented.

<t B TEHR Tg TAHI 811 & b I8 (W) Fog T §s AR U H AT S Tl AT
Can we adopt a similar approach for TB,” asked Dr. Swaminathan.

o1 g4 At & forg ot U &1 et 31T wehd €7 ST, Wi 3 ggT|

“The District Collector should be aware of how many TB deaths occur, and non-programme
partners should be engaged in audits of randomly selected cases.

R FATER B! I8 TSR 84! AT o fva! et w81 <81 &, iR IR-Prfspy
ARIER] 3! Yrefed® U A g3 ¢ AT $t AQ1-U&T T M fobam s Al

These could be community medicine departments of nearby medical colleges or public health
institutes.

J APt AfSHA Brasl a1 oI TG TR & AES Rifer faumT g ¥&d |
It should not be the TB programme itself that does the death audits.
g AET-UTeT St ST GRT W T8l &1 o1 a1feu|

TB deaths should be presented, analysed along with reasons, and the discussions could lead to
improvements in service delivery”, she added.

1t Ml &1 uga, SN Afed fazefta oo s arfey, iR Tt Jar faawor # gur
P! fexn & o) 9¢ Yol §,” S S|

The deaths are most likely caused by a combination of complications due to TB, along with
social and economic risk factors.

I Al ga 31f¥ep 1T 8 for At | Haiflra sifeadrait, & Iry-gry e iR
s YT FRBT & T & R BT ET &
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Virtual TB Clinic and Patient Case Study

agera et faafe iR If &1 Ierevun

Citing an example, Dr. Swaminathan said that National Institute of TB and Respiratory
Diseases runs a ‘difficult to treat’ virtual TB clinic (using the ECHO platform), where cases
are presented and discussed every month, for the benefit of doctors and nurses across the country.

T IaTeX0 &d U ST, Wmﬁwﬁ?ﬁﬁaﬁ?mﬁﬁm?r@uwm BiS
ITER ggera et fFaf e (S EcHO Wewid &1 I3ugi gia §) IdTdl 3, S8l &%
e T TR U ST & 3TR 31 4R & Side’l g 791 & oY 3 o =l & offelt o |

The case of a 19-year-old belonging to a poor migrant family who succumbed to TB in Delhi
was presented.

TS 19 TG Jacit &1 AHET TR far 7, S ueh T8 warelt ufvar 3§ off ok faeeht &
S IR TS A

Her father had previously died of TB and her sister had also contracted the infection.

39 U Uga et T IR g A 3R I a8 BI o} HehHT 81 14T AT

“They worked as house maids and had initially sought treatment with private doctors.

“q ORG BTHTR & T T B dxat A 3R IR= H Aol STl I SATS B |

By the time she got admitted, she had extensive bilateral TB and was in respiratory failure.
od deb 39 Hell fopan a1, e e 3 feunsffa samues et ot 3R a5 Yo fawerar &1
IRIGERIT

The fact that a 19-year-old girl died of drug sensitive TB points to the need for every patient to
be notified and followed up by the TB programme.

78 9 fob 19 avfa gadt gar-gde-=ia St I R 1<, 78 gxfar g b e e &1 At
FrdwpH gRT R 3R Wiatsry faar o1 a1feu |

Any number of such cases are occurring every day. Are we paying attention and trying to
improve the system?”

@g%%wﬁa%ﬁ@%wmmé@%ﬁwﬁgwaﬁaﬂm
HIIL T

Tamil Nadu Model — TN-KET

RS Aisd - ATa-hsdt

Tamil Nadu’s Kasanoi Erappila Thittam (TN-KET) meaning ‘TB death free project,” was
jointly started by the Indian Council of Medical Research’s National Institute of
Epidemiology (NIE) and the State government for all aged 15 years and older with drug-
susceptible TB notified by public facilities, with a goal to reduce deaths by 30% in this group.

afreTg BT e fagw (fea-Fg ) e onf § <A gy gaa
gfgreEr aﬁumﬁuaﬂgfc’fﬂﬁaravmuﬁwa(ICMR)%w@umrﬁﬁaﬁwm
(NIE) 3R 3160 SRR GRT 15 T4 3R ST AP 3Tg & gal-AdeA=Nd ddl ARl &
fore == foran T, 3eT @ed 39 g H Hidl B 30% T FH BT |

According to NIE data, during April - June 2022, 14,961 TB patients were notified, out of
which 11,599 (78%) were triaged.

NIE 3l & TR S-S 2022 & SR 14,961 Eral AR &1 SifRgE g3, o d 9
11,599 (78%) &1 TTufies o & TS |
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Of these, 1,509 (13%) were at high risk of severe illness.
T ¥ 1,509 (13%) Aol &1 TR SRt & 3= wifew & o ma)

Of these, 48% were severely undernourished, 50% had respiratory insufficiency, and 29%
were unable to stand without support.

0 T 48% TR &0 & UG, 50% Pt 491 rqatear off ¢iR 299 fom agrR @S
5l gl 9d U

Of the 1,509 patients, 1,128 (75%) were assessed at a nodal inpatient care facility.

1,509 AN H T 1,128 (75%) D1 S IS IV S@HTA $g R BI TS|

Of these, 993 were confirmed as severely ill, and 909 (92%) were admitted.

70 T 993 B TR U A SR it fovam T 3R 909 (92%) 1 Wl fvar ma|

Of those admitted, 4% patients succumbed to their illness.
Yoif fobT 1T RSl & 1 4% AT SOt AR & 7R T

As a result of implementing TN-KET, Tamil Nadu now routinely captures BMI data for all
adults with TB (notified from public facilities).

ATA-FEH B A A F IRUIRGEY afirarg o fFafia T d 9t g At
TSIl T BMI SeT RPpTs Hedl § (Sl FrasHe SR ¥ SRYgfd g @) |

Co-Morbidities and Regional Challenges
HE-SIUIT 3R

In the southern States, people have co-morbidities such as diabetes and alcoholism, and in the
north, there is severe malnutrition and severe anaemia, Dr. Swaminathan observed.

ST, WA = S fo gféroft Irsai & @l o Aydg 3R WU oRil 98-370dTd gidl
€, Slafor S YRd | R Furwor 3R iR giferan uar S g

In any case, every TB patient must be clinically evaluated for co-morbidities and risk factors,
and these should be treated too.

fdt +ft fRufa & g At v ot Jg-Forarsit ik sifaH sR®| & fore ffafaea g
B AR T 3R Iep1 geret it fpan S =nfeuy

Need for Focused Strategy and National Strategic Plan

Hfsa Yo R It Yorfifoe der $1 srazaddr

Dr. Swaminathan pressed on the need to prioritise reducing TB deaths, along with reducing
prevalence and incidence of the disease.

ST AT A g1 fos et Wil B HH B D YA 371 A 8, T 5l
FHRY BT yae &R IR ge ATl B R B 1} HH B T B |

“China has a death rate of 3 per 1,00,000 from TB, while India has a death rate of 22 per
1,00,000.

I T At I gog 3= 3 Ufa 1,00,000 B, T&F WRE T T8 22 Ufer 1,00,000 B

We need to, find gaps, address them, and have an ambitious plan,” she said.

T Bl e, 3% gr BT 3R U HE<aIPHial I ST giN,” 351+ Hell
“Our short-term focus, in the next National Strategic Plan, is to reduce TB mortality.
“FHRT SfTel! TP YOI FerT H g Sraft 371 98 St 707 & B HH HAT 5 |
Incidence reduction will take time, whatever we do, because we don’t have a highly
efficacious vaccine.
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Unless we start finding everyone and treating them, we will not have a rapid incidence
reduction,” she adds.

d AP H BX ARl Bl gad~ TSl I a1 BYd, a9 adb ge-13M § dolt o S 151 81
REIMIREIERCISIT
Sub-Clinical TB and Need for X-ray Screening

T9-faaftea At 3 Tag-Y BPIF-T $1 smawgedr

Dr. Swaminathan said that the National TB Prevalence Survey and State-specific Prevalence
Surveys in Gujarat, Rajasthan reveal that sub-clinical TB accounts for 40% to 50% of cases.
ST, WY A Fe fob ToRTd 3R ISR St v wderor SR wu-fafy
TR d&fvTl 9 Udl 9ad] § [P aa-faatrea Edl 40% & 50% arme & fou fer 3|

“Which means, you will not pick them up with symptom screening and our national
programme was entirely based on symptom screening.

“GHP] HATS § b 3HTU I76 T&IUT-SMUTRT Sid A 781 Ucbs Hebd, STeifch GHRI BRI
PRIPH T TRE I AUT-STUTRT ST TR SR T |

So, we were straightaway missing half of the active TB in population,” she said.

3fT, 51 WY dR W wHST | |fbg A & 3md amel ®1 @l 33 4,7 35 el
According to her, the solution is to have widespread use of X-ray backed up by an Al
algorithm.

P TR, AU ¢ [ TRI-¥ T ATUSH TN a1 S ford g Tanived g
AT faar ey |

“The hand-held X-ray technology with Al is green lighted by the World Health Organization
(WHO), STOP TB Partnership and ICMR.

3 S00S UH-Y Th-1e ol U3 ¥ Jad g, 39 fay Ward Wie- (WHO), STOP TB
IR 3R ICMR gRT Wi A g1 8 |

In fact, six government hospitals in Mumbai applied X-ray screening and their case
notifications went up by 10% to 12%,” she stated.

R4 §, a3 & D8 WRBRI SXTATal  THH-X |id A &1 3R 37! ATHal i
SRR H 10% | 12% H1 3G §3,” 3611 HgT|

Upfront Molecular Testing and Household Screening

TR ATUIfde uheror iR ufar wR &t s

Upfront molecular testing until last year in India was 30%.

YR # fUee 9y ao R smorfas wfiarT 30% ol

The 100-day TB elimination campaign aimed at strengthening diagnostics and linkage to
treatment, as well as efforts by CTD to expand upfront molecular testing should pay dividends
this year, she added.

100-Feaitg At @ SR &1 35xa Mg SR STER A S & AT &I

TSIgd BT 4T, 3R CTD & YA ¥ WRIN® STurfass T8ieur & fawdR &7 &t BRI o
TS 8, S 39 8 AYBRY 8l Tobalt 7, I2i SilST|

Upfront molecular testing involves offering tests which can pick up TB as well as drug-
resistance to TB bacteria, leading to accurate treatment, which improves chances of the
patient’s recovery.
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TR 3muifae e & At &1 uar @ are wiieon sk At d5ifear @t gar-
UfARYY &HaT H1 Yedich M 7, oI Tt garer U4 gial g 3R 7 & 1% g1
B HUTGT Sg1 3|

Screening of household contacts should be made convenient as they cannot be expected to
spend days in going and getting themselves screened.

URAR & AUD! Pt g B YAUTSHD ST S dTey Hifd 34 Tg SHU&T el &1 off
ol fob d B fa o & forg wd |

This can happen now with the highly portable handheld X-ray devices which many States
have started using.

Wéamgw%mﬁwﬁm%ﬁm%@ﬁm%mwwﬁﬂ%
G |

The Crucial Role of Nutrition

Tryur &Y Agayuf yYfirer

She also emphasised on providing good nutrition to TB patients and their families.

S5 el AAE SR I URART D ST U0 ST B TR SR 3|

“The RATIONS trials led by Anurag Bhargava in Jharkhand among a population with BMI
as low as 16 and 17 has demonstrated that almost 50% secondary household cases could be
prevented just by providing good nutritional support.

“FRWS H ST UG gRT {3 TT RATIONS TRIed H <1 71 {3 o @il 67 BMI 16
%Z} DY UT, Ig1 AT 50% fgediad g e Rt 3= ghwor 9= 3 Jd o
|

We don’t yet have a vaccine with 50% efficacy so if we give adequate calories and protein, it
acts like natural protector from bacteria.”

TR U 31T 50% FHTGRTTerdT aTaT ST 151 8, SUM 3R §H Taie ban i W
3, 1 U8 UTpTae SATY] & &1 ave B Bl g 1”

Nikshay Mitra and Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
Srera frr 3R woues @Y 3ieRoT (DBT)

Commenting on the Nikshay Mitra Programme floated by the Centre for nutrition support to
TB patients, Dr. Swaminathan said that while the goal was laudable, its success depends on
volunteers coming forward to donate nutrition support and this may not be uniform across all
geographies.
&% gRI Y& (ot 7Y St wien & forw wiwor wal+ gq era firy srdepw W fewh
PR gU ST, WIHHIRA = Fel foh TDHT T&T WG 8, Tifch- S| qhardl 39 &1 IR
R et B for T ae divor HeTadr & forg oM oy, oik ug et & § guH v 9
51 gl el
“Also, the ability to deliver it [nutritional support] may be limited in remote areas,” she
emphasised.
ésu?%mm,s@[w%wﬁﬁugaﬁaﬂm%ﬁiﬁﬁa%ﬁ qHdl 8, I8 AR

I

The government’s move to double the amount meted out under the Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) — (an earlier amount of ¥500 per month provided to TB patients during treatment, has

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page54



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

© TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

w0

Patriotic (-

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

P T T

GS Paper llIl: Disaster
iManagement

Fiugcwo far
A regular audit of all major
infrastructure projects is a must

n July 9, a span of a 40-year-old bridge in
0 Vadodara in Gujarat caved in, sending

half-a-dozen vehicles into the Mahisagar
river below. On Thursday, 18 people were con-
firmed dead. Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel has
ordered an investigation into the cause, which lo-
cals have alleged to be the long-standing neglect
by local authorities. On June 15, an iron pedes-
trian bridge over the Indrayani river in Pune dis-
trict collapsed due to overloading, leaving four
dead. In May, a concrete slab being hoisted by a
crane at the site of the construction of a bridge
over the Kathajodi river in Cuttack fell on workers
below, killing three. Similarly, in 2024, the Ghat-
kopar hoarding collapse in Mumbai resulted in 17
fatalities. And in 2023, there were more accidents
— a girder failure at an under-construction rail-
way bridge in Mizoram left 26 workers dead; a
rooftop billboard collapse killed two women in
Lucknow; and a pillar collapse at a metro con-
struction site in Bengaluru killed a mother and
her toddler. In 2022, the Morbi suspension bridge
over the Machchhu river, again in Gujarat, failed,
killing more than 140 people. These are only
some of the hundreds of incidents involving the
catastrophic failure of public infrastructure.
They are accompanied by road accidents and
deadly fires in crowded areas, both of which reg-
ularly claim many lives.

Even if they are isolated, they are not entirely
accidental: they are symptoms of India’s ageing
infrastructure that is being tested, especially in
peri-urban areas, as industrial growth and urban
populations expand. Facilities such as bridges,
roads and hospitals that were designed for some
number of users, are progressively giving way un-
der the weight of more. So also are the depart-
ments responsible for their upkeep, many of
which remain underfunded, understaffed or
complacent. While the authorities have ordered
investigations into these incidents, few have
yielded failure analysis reports into the public do-
main. Some also prompted audits but they were
restricted to infrastructure of the same type. Gi-
ven the evident ubiquity of the problem, India
must modify asset-creating initiatives such as the
Urban Infrastructure Development Fund to have
additional priorities and adjust the incentives of
rehabilitative schemes such as the Atal Mission
for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation to
help regularly maintain ageing urban assets in all
centres, with greater frequency in those peopled
by 10 lakh or more. Second, while baseline audit
frameworks for municipal bridges exist, they
must be enforced more uniformly and transpa-
rently. Finally, until then, accidents must trigger
a probe by a statutory body plus a mandatory au-
dit of all major infrastructure, and States must en-
deavour to publish the findings at the earliest.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

now been increased to ¥1000) would go a long way towards meeting the
patients nutritional needs, and more research is needed in ways to
improve the family’s nutritional status, wherever needed.

WBHR GRTUE ATY 3eRUT (DBT) & d8d AT I GRIAT HIA —
(TR 2500 Ufa ATE fou e o1, f5 31a 21000 AR T M g) — 9
TSI Y ToT SraRgdarsil B R B | Aeg e, ok 31
URIRT BT grwor fRufa Y GURA & oY 3R 2y 31 31a=asdl o
BRG]

Bridge too far

agd g¥ T gl

A regular audit of all major infrastructure projects is a must.

Tt vg@ gfardt e ufvatersit &1 fFafia sifse
BT A g

o On July 9, a span of a 40-year-old bridge in Vadodara in
Gujarat caved in, sending half-a-dozen vehicles into the Mahisagar
river below.

9 TS D! ORI & ISIGRT T 40 HTA R A BT U 781 ¢
T, TSR TTHAT SHTET Goi aTe +1d AfganR 7 # iR U

. On Thursday, 18 people were confirmed dead.
AR I 18 AT &t 5 i I g
. Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel has ordered an investigation

into the cause, which locals have alleged to be the long-standing neglect
by local authorities.

HEIHAT HUE Ued A Oifd & 1R 3T &, RIHIG o1l &1 3RIu 3
o I% RITTT U= 3t a6l | Tl 31T IE} SUET & HRUT g3l

o On June 15, an iron pedestrian bridge over the Indrayani
river in Pune district collapsed due to overloading, leaving four dead.
15 5 &1 got ford & gsmaoft 98t R 571 U dite &1 ed qa
IS HR b HRU R 71, o IR &l & 6 81 715 |

o In May, a concrete slab being hoisted by a crane at a bridge
construction site over the Kathajodi river in Cuttack fell on workers,
killing three.

s U Hedh U HoeIgt A4t IR YA T R W o J 3o15 off
g Heple o We R T8, SR 99 4fire) &t a8 T |

. In 2024, the Ghatkopar hoarding collapse in Mumbai resulted
in 17 fatalities.

2024 T 498 & Uled IR A §IfST AR &t ge1 § 17 @ &1 did
GRS

. In 2023, more accidents occurred — a girder failure at an
under-construction railway bridge in Mizoram killed 26 workers.
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|

e A rooftop billboard collapse killed two women in Lucknow; a pillar collapse at a metro
construction site in Bengaluru killed a mother and her toddler.

TGS 1 Bd W @l faaars A § &) afgensi 1 #id g3; drge d A i wa
R WH FRA I T A1 3R IHST 91 AR T

e In 2022, the Morbi suspension bridge over the Machchhu river in Gujarat failed, killing more
than 140 people.

éO%ﬁwﬁwqﬁwwﬁﬁ@ngﬁgzw,mﬁ140ﬁarﬁl$3ﬁ1ﬁ'ﬁﬁa
|

e These are only some of the hundreds of incidents involving the catastrophic failure of public
infrastructure.
I Aw g a3l & T $3 Iarev 8, S Ardwfe giand! e of faAmer
fawear g3

e They are accompanied by road accidents and deadly fires in crowded areas, both of which
regularly claim many lives.

S 1Y WSHTS aTd STATPHI § TSP gHeTd 3R UTad SN T &1 ge-g 1 gl §,
S A U3 & 9= adi 8

e Even if they are isolated, they are not entirely accidental: they are symptoms of India’s ageing
infrastructure being tested, especially in peri-urban areas.

U & 3 T AT &, A 3 Y ke O geeTay ToT 2 3 WRe 98 9ok @l
WE’I%%T\&&I’UTWW% WW@[WW% aiﬁflerldges, roads,
and hospltals designed for a specific number of users are giving way under increased pressure.

qd, 3R SregaTd, St U YT WRer & TRt disi & fod §91e T 3, it gara
AR AR

e Departments responsible for upkeep are often underfunded, understaffed, or complacent.
é@gé@ﬁ%%uﬁﬁmﬁw&wmﬁ,waﬁw,mmﬁm
I
¢ Investigations are ordered, but few failure analysis reports enter the public domain.
S & 3MTGRT feU ofd &, dfdh 9gd & fawaar faxawor Rud ardwifas & & st €1
e Some prompted audits, but these were limited to the same type of infrastructure.
$S Al § 3if$e gU, A d had ST UBR P SGEHT 9 S I
¢ India must modify asset-creating initiatives such as the Urban Infrastructure Development
Fund, adding new priorities.

YRd &1 R1et giareY g faer At St Tufvy fFmfor giemnsi & e wrufirear e

P ST 1Tl

e Rehabilitative schemes such as Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation
(AMRUT) must help maintain ageing urban assets, especially in cities with 10 lakh+
population.

3red fiR R SRR TS 3E+ S Iw IR (AMRUT) SRH [Aa T aiemai &1
TRTH X1 S8l BT IWRWTG HRAT ANgY, WRIDHR 10 TR I S{TIP TS aTel 6! 7|

e Baseline audit frameworks for municipal bridges exist, but they must be enforced uniformly
and transparently.
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e Until then, accidents must trigger a probe by a statutory body and a mandatory audit of all
major infrastructure.

9 d%, TR 8Ted & 91 U duTi=e AP gR1 &g 3iR 4t viga gfrand) e &1
3ifrard siifSe fasan s =nfee
o States must publish the findings at the earliest.

I TRHRI B! wird $1 FYutet o fudar A iR o1 afgu|
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Google unveils Al
innovations to make
agri practices more
data—drlven efficient

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Google on Thursday un-
veiled new open-source Al
innovations and initiatives
aimed at strengthening In-
dia’s agriculture sector and
making Al models more
sensitive to India’s linguis-
tic and cultural diversity.

The company unveiled
the Agricultural Monitor-
ing and Event Detection
(AMED) API that provides
information on crops and
field activity across India,
empowering the ecosys-
tem to build targeted solu-
tions that support agricul-
tural productivity and
resilience.

Researchers at Google
DeepMind have also col-
laborated with IIT-Kharag-
pur to build localised data-
sets on India’s rich cultural
tapestry as part of Google’s
Amplify Initiative.

Foundational research
“At Google, along with
charting new frontiers in
foundational Al, which
forms the backbone of ma-
ny of our launches in the
Gemini era, we have conti-
nued advancing funda-
mental research that ad-
dresses some of the most
pressing challenges facing
humanity,” Dr. Manish
Gupta, Senior Director for
India and APAC at Google
DeepMind said at a round-
table in Ananta, Google’s
office in Bengaluru.
According to Alok Tale-
kar, lead, agriculture and
sustainability ~ research
Google DeepMind, with Al
research and especially
with AMED building on the
foundation of Agricultural
Landscape Understanding,
Google was working on ac-

"Google H, Hifere wammg & aaﬁﬂéxﬁmeﬁmalﬁwaﬂ?r%wr Y, S Gemini T &
F3 Al BT YA ATUR &, TH AFTAT & JTHA 3 qTelt o

Google DeepMind researchers
have tied up with IIT-Kharagpur
to build localised datasets.

celerating crucial shifts,
transforming broad in-
sights to granular, real-time
data, so that increasingly
impactful solutions not on-
ly translate into benefit for
India’s farmers, but also
bolster the nation against
rising climate risks.

Madhurima Maji, lead
program manager, Amplify
Initiative for India at Goo-
gle said, Al models could
be even more helpful with
a deeper understanding of
the vastness and complexi-
ty of the lived human expe-
rience. “Through the Am-
plify Initiative, we are
meticulously building the
rich, hyperlocal context
and cultural understand-
ing that transforms raw in-
formation into profound
knowledge. So that any
and every Large Language
Model can be fundamen-
tally helpful and genuinely
relevant to diverse reali-
ties,” he added.

Dr. Mainack Mandal, As-
sistant Professor, IIT Kha-
ragpur said, “We've been
inspired by the results this
initiative has achieved in
Sub-Saharan Africa, and
look forward to ensuring
the groundwork we lay
here translates into Al that
is more responsive to In-
dia’s incredible pluraliry

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Google’s New Al Initiatives for India’s
Agriculture and Cultural Diversity

W%waﬁvwmﬁﬁw%m
TS B T8 TSATE U8

¢ Google on Thursday unveiled new open-source Al innovations and
initiatives aimed at strengthening India’s agriculture sector and making Al
models more sensitive to India’s linguistic and cultural diversity.

TSR B! Google A T UA-HRY TTE FaTaRY 3R Ugal &1
3ATERYT T, ST IR0 URd & HIY &1 o1 Txrad M1 3R
T3S AISdl B YRd B YT 3R Tiepfasw fafaear & ufa
3t Haga=fa s B

e The company unveiled the Agricultural Monitoring and Event Detection
(AMED) API that provides information on crops and field activity across
India, empowering the ecosystem to build targeted solutions that support
agricultural productivity and resilience.

SO 3 TP eeRd HIfHCNTT US §dc f&¢aR™ (AMED) API &1
STERUT foa, S R YR H wal ok Wl &1 afafafiry #
SR T BT 2, R U & 31 i Sergwmar R
AT S o ol dféra T a9F I IRied ST ST o |

e Researchers at Google DeepMind have also collaborated with 11T-
Kharagpur to build localised datasets on India’s rich cultural tapestry as

part of Google’s Amplify Initiative.
Google DeepMind & NYHATAT A NT-TSTYR & 1Y fdHR URd

Y5 AiRpiae fafaedr R iraed seide s & fag ggan
ﬁﬂiﬂ %, S Google | Amplify Initiative T few gl

Foundational Research

i e

¢ “At Google, along with charting new frontiers in foundational Al, which
forms the backbone of many of our launches in the Gemini era, we have
continued advancing fundamental research that addresses some of the most
pressing challenges facing humanity,” Dr. Manish Gupta, Senior Director

for India and APAC at Google DeepMind said at a roundtable in Ananta,
Google’s office in Bengaluru.

qgaqﬁ?fﬁﬁm‘raﬁ

TSI R e A SH Bl TR 3 §¢T3% §," T8 a1 BT, Ay Jer, W
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According to Alok Talekar, lead, agriculture and sustainability research Google DeepMind, with
Al research and especially with AMED building on the foundation of Agricultural Landscape
Understanding, Google was working on accelerating crucial shifts, transforming broad insights to
granular, real-time data, so that increasingly impactful solutions not only translate into benefit for
India’s farmers, but also bolster the nation agalnst rising climate risks.

3TEI® AR, NS - BV AR FRRAT U, Google DeepMind F TR, TIHTE

Glﬂﬂ T 3R ﬁ??rsr LR AMED, St Agricultural Landscape Understanding UX 3{T IR %
%mwﬂﬁc}ooglen@a@wﬁrﬁaﬁrwﬁ S AVl Pt Y&, TRATAD-T0G
3T H T¢TA R HTH HR g1 8, AT YU FHIT 7 had HRd P fearl & arH
UgaTd it Saary sl & e 3%1 @Y aorgy ot H1

Amplify Inltlatlve for Cultural Understanding

TP P THF & AT Amplify Initiative

Madhurima Maji, lead program manager, Amplify Initiative for India at Google said, Al models
could be even more helpful with a deeper understanding of the vastness and complexity of the
lived human experience.

Hqﬁm TSI, TRIH ﬁﬁm Amplify Initiative for India, Google A Fel fP TS Hisd g
YT ) FIITeTaT 3R SIferal o e WHE % U1y 3R 4 3ifiie WerHS & o B

“Through the Amplify Initiative, we are meticulously building the rich, hyperlocal context and
cultural understanding that transforms raw information into profound knowledge. So that any and
every Large Language Model can be fundamentally helpful and genuinely relevant to diverse
realities,” he added.

"Amplify Initiative 3 ATEH Y §H X, BISURAIRA deH 3R HiRgpfd® THgl &
AraYHde BRI R @ & ol Sl BRI &) T 919 | §ad odl g i g a8T
gmwwﬁwﬁﬁwmﬁﬁaﬁ%mmﬁwfﬁ

|

Dr. Mainack Mandal, Assistant Professor, IIT Kharagpur said, “We’ve been inspired by the
results this initiative has achieved in Sub-Saharan Africa, and look forward to ensuring the
groundwork we lay here translates into Al that is more responsive to India’s incredible plurality.”
S1. 9@ Hed, SRR MHIR, T WSYR A HT, "8H 34 Ugd & IU-TERT PIHT H
T TROT @ Uf¥d §U R 3R SR &xd & o 89 gt o SMURRIar 3@ g 8, 38 W
T3S H gRafdd g1 St UIRd B SrgYd IgeadT & i 3ifid SRt il
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Trump threatens
500% tarift on
countries importing
oil from Russia

Rishi Ranjan Kala
NEW DELHI

U.S. President Donald
Trump has endorsed a Bill
that proposes a 500% tariff
on countries importing oil
from Russia, a develop-
ment that can disrupt In-
dia’s crude oil supplies.

India’s crude oil pur-
chases from Russia has ri-
sen from less than 2% of to-
tal imports in 2022 to as
high as 40% in a couple of
years. In FY25, Russia ac-
counted for 35% of India’s
total crude oil imports.

Responding to reports
on further sanctions on
Russian crude, Oil Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri ex-
plained that Russian oil
was never under global
sanctions. Sensible deci-
sion-makers around the
world were aware of the
realities of global oil supply
chains and how India was
only helping global mar-
kets by buying discounted
oil under a price cap from
wherever it can.

“Russia is one of the lar-
gest crude producers with
an output of over 9 million
barrels/day. Imagine the
chaos if this oil, amounting
to about 10% of the global
oil supply of around 97 mil-
lion, vanishes from the
market. It will force the
world to reduce its con-
sumption, and as consum-
ers will be chasing reduced
supplies, the  prices
would've spiralled to over
$120-130/barrel,” the Mi-
nister said on X.

Any disruption of the
Russia oil trade will not on-
ly jeopardise India’s ener-
gy security but also lead to
a higher import bill and
possibly a higher current
account deficit (CAD).

India’s oil purchases
from Russia has risen
from less than 2% of
total imports in 2022

to as high as 40%

About the proposed Bill,
Trump told reporters dur-
ing a Cabinet briefing on
Tuesday: “I'm looking at it.
It’s an optional Bill. It’s to-
tally at my option. They
pass it totally at my option
and terminate it totally at
my option, and I'm looking
at it very strongly.”

Mr. Trump’s comments
came even as last week, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said he had
shared India’s concerns
with Republican Senator
Lindsey Graham over the
Bill — Sanctioning Russia
Act of 2025. “I think our
concerns and our interests
in energy security have
been made conversant to
him,” he had said in Wash-
ington, DC on July 2.

In April 2025, Senators
Lindsey Graham (Republi-
can-South Carolina) and
Richard Blumenthal (De-
mocrat-Connecticut) led
50 U.S. Senators - evenly
divided by party affiliation
- to introduce primary and
secondary sanctions
against Russia and actors
supporting Russia’s aggres-
sion in Ukraine.

These sanctions would
be imposed if Russia refus-
es to engage in good faith
negotiations for a lasting
peace with Ukraine or in-
itiates another effort, in-
cluding military invasion,
that undermines the sove-
reignty of Ukraine after
peace is negotiated.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)
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U.S. President Donald Trump’s Endorsement of
500% Tariff on Russian Oil Imports

3R APufd SiHTes ¢u gRT &4l da
STATd TR 500% [eh & FHAT BT gryom

e U.S. President Donald Trump has endorsed a Bill that proposes a 500%
tariff on countries importing oil from Russia, a development that can
disrupt India’s crude oil supplies.

SR APl ST €U A U fadae &1 9w fvar 3 s v
T A ATATT HIA T SR TR 500% Yo T BT U¥Td &, ot HRd
& e dd B MYl B FIRA TR DT 5 |

e India’s crude oil purchases from Russia has risen from less than 2% in
2022 to as high as 40% in a couple of years.

YR &1 & O Sl dd @LIGT 2022 H 2% & W 7 o1, 1 o aol
o 40% TP UET AT T |

¢ In FY25, Russia accounted for 35% of India’s total crude oil imports.
FY25 8, ¥ 7 YRd & $d Had dd 1Td J 35% Rt Ay

¢ Responding to reports on further sanctions on Russian crude, Qil
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri explained that Russian oil was never
under global sanctions.

aa w1 gRdiu Rig g3 7 T o= da W S ufaeel &t Raef iR
gfifshar &d gu el fos T4t aa w3t off Affes ufaaet & g & 98t
YT

¢ Sensible decision-makers around the world were aware of the realities of
global oil supply chains and how India was only helping global markets
by buying discounted oil under a price cap from wherever it can.
GATHR o YHIeR Hfa-Fafar o mufd gaemaii #
TRAfIH TSI I 3fETd § IR T & [ YR Jed ST & dgd
T dd WGP dfYe S| $1 7eg PR @16

e “Russia is one of the largest crude producers with an output of over 9
million barrels/day.

" g1 T HE 8T Fal 9d SIS ¢, o] STG &HdT 9
faferm SRafea @ s 31

¢ Imagine the chaos if this oil, amounting to about 10% of the global oil
supply of around 97 million, vanishes from the market.

i % afe T dq, i @t 97 fafRre Qva/fam &1 af¥ye amyfef
BT 10% @, TSR J TGS 51 9ITY dl T RISl BHiT|

o [t will force the world to reduce its consumption, and as consumers will

be chasing reduced supplies, the prices would’ve spiralled to over $120-
130/barrel,” the Minister said on X.

SN AT B U WU HH B TS, 3R ITHIT ofd gect Yfcf o1 HeT Hit at
PG $120-130/a% T UgH ST, T 7 X R HT
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e Any disruption of the Russia oil trade will not only jeopardise India’s energy security but also
lead to a higher import bill and possibly a higher current account deficit (CAD).

O & ad AR # fedt off aRE B 91 YR B eIl GRET B WaR W ST bl B,
1y g ST fare 97 Tehdl § SR TTe @Il ¥1eT (CAD) & it ma1fad o gahelt g |

Trump’s Statement and Bill Status

<0 BT 39 3R fadas ot fRufa

e About the proposed Bill, Trump told reporters during a Cabinet briefing on Tuesday: “I’m
looking at it. It’s an optional Bill. It’s totally at my option.

TRATfdd fa99® & IR &, €U 3 WIaaR &1 Sfaae ST & IRHE HHR! S Sl H 3
W @ | U8 Uh apfeud f[ada® g1 98 T e I W fadveq wR snenRa g

e They pass it totally at my option and terminate it totally at my option, and I’m looking at it very
strongly.”

39 UTRE BT 3R FHE A1 G R AW Fofg Rk g, siR A @ ke A 3
wIEI
India’s Diplomatic Response

HRd P IS Ufafhar

e Mr. Trump’s comments came even as last week, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said
he had shared India’s concerns with Republican Senator Lindsey Graham over the Bill —
Sanctioning Russia Act of 2025.

20 &} fewiorT U8 Wy ofms § oid s d uwre, fagsr w=i vy, sraxies 3 &el f& 35
g fadas — Sanctioning Russia Act of 2025 — U} YRd @1 fiaren 1 Rufsre diHes
feisa utgH & 91y = fPur gl

e “I think our concerns and our interests in energy security have been made conversant to him,” he
had said in Washington, DC on July 2.

" AT | fob Sl R | aferd gwr feanait ok fe & 37 I Wy = u 3
TG T8, S5 2 JATS P aTRiTe 1.4 H FeTl

U.S. Legislative Push Against Russia

AT Ft T & faare f[aurdt uga

e In April 2025, Senators Lindsey Graham (Republican-South Carolina) and Richard
Blumenthal (Democrat-Connecticut) led 50 U.S. Senators — evenly divided by party affiliation
— to introduce primary and secondary sanctions against Russia and actors supporting Russia’s

aggression in Ukraine.

it 2028 41 e R e (Reafeera ey SRR S R e (2eibe.

FAfFeHe) A 50 MRP WA @F <ol F TR T ) BT Adcd B gU T 3R

?ﬁwﬁmmmﬁmﬁmﬁwmﬁeﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁwmﬁaﬁm
|

e These sanctions would be imposed if Russia refuses to engage in good faith negotiations for a
lasting peace with Ukraine or initiates another effort, including military invasion, that
undermines the sovereignty of Ukraine after peace is negotiated.
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Indonesmn firm catches coolants to stop global warming

Agence France-Presse
JAKARTA

In the basement of a Jakar-
ta housing complex, sur-
rounded by the silver pip-
ing of the air-conditioning
system, Indonesian techni-
cian Ari Sobaruddin is do-
ing his part to tackle cli-
mate change.

Mr. Ari and his col-
leagues will spend 12 hours
capturing AC refrigerant to
stop this “super-pollutant”
-- thousands of times more
potent than carbon diox-
ide - from leaking into the
atmosphere.

It is plodding, sweaty
work, but Ari, a member of
climate start-up Recoolit,
does not mind.

“I love it because it’s
about preserving nature,
saving nature,” the 30-
year-old technician told
AFP. Recoolit began work-
ing in Indonesia in 2021 to

Leak check: Ari Sobarudin of Recoolit, checking AC refrigerant
stored in cylinders at the company's warehouse in Jakarta. AFP

tackle what it considers an
often-overlooked contribu-
tor to climate change:
refrigerants.

These gases found in air-
conditioners, fridges and
cars are an old environ-
mental problem.

In the 1970s, research
showed refrigerants called
chlorofluorocarbons
(CFCs) were destroying the

ozone layer. Countries
agreed to phase them out
under a deal that came in-
to force in 1989.

While their replace-
ments, particularly hydro-
fluorocarbons (HFCs), are
less harmful to the ozone
layer, they still have major
climate warming proper-
ties. “And those are in AC
units, in the form of refrig-

erant banks... everywhere
in developing countries
right now,” said Recoolit’s
head of operations Yosaka
Eka Putranta.

‘Growing problem’
There are international
agreements to phase out
HFCs too, but, particularly
in developing countries,
they will be in use for de-
cades yet.

Demand is increasing as
climate change fuels re-
cord temperatures and ex-
panding middle classes
seek cooling and refrigera-
tion. “It is a growing pro-
blem because we need our
indoor environments to be
more resilient to climate
change,” said Robyn Scho-
field, associate professor of
atmospheric chemistry at

the University of
Melbourne.
HFCs are expected to ac-

count for between 7 and

19% of greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050, accord-
ing to the United Nations.

The risk comes during
maintenance or disposal,
when refrigerants like the
HFC Ari is capturing can be
released accidentally or on
purpose. In Indonesia, as
in most countries, this
venting is illegal, but enfor-
cement is limited.

“It’s odourless, we can-
not trace it. (Capturing) it
takes so much resources.
The machine, the people,”
said Recoolit’s senior busi-
ness development manag-
er Erik Cahyanta.

“So some people just re-
lease it.” Recoolit trains,
equips and incentivises
technicians to capture re-
frigerant so it can be
destroyed.

Technicians get 50,000
rupiah ($3) per kilogram of
recovered refrigerant,
which Recoolit sends to a

government-approved ce-
ment kiln or municipal in-
cinerator to be destroyed.

While refrigerant can be
recycled or reused, Recoo-
lit argues this is imperfect.

“Who’s going to guaran-
tee that when the refrige-
rants are injected again...
they are going to stay there
without another venting?”
said Yosaka. Recoolit sells
carbon credits based on
the amount of refrigerant it
destroys, priced at $75 a
unit. Carbon credits have
faced criticism in recent
years, and Benja Faecks of
Carbon Market Watch
warned that “offsetting”
can give the impression
“that emissions can simply
be erased through finan-
cial transactions”.

Recoolit argues its car-
bon credits are robust be-
cause it measurably des-
troys a climate-warming
gas.

Efforts to Capture Refrigerant in Indonesia’s Fight Against Climate
Change

mm%@w@ﬁm%mﬁmw

¢ In the basement of a Jakarta housing complex, surrounded by the silver piping of the air-
conditioning system, Indonesian technician Ari Sobaruddin is doing his part to tackle climate
change.

STl & U BRI BRI & SgHC H, TIR-H I Red & Rieaz ursfin &
ga%@maﬁ&mmmWWﬁﬁuﬁ$mmW%
|

e Mr. Ari and his colleagues will spend 12 hours capturing AC refrigerant to stop this “super-

pollutant”

atmosphere.

ot 3 3R I YN 12 He dP THI Ipoiie B FER 1 H T a1 T8 "guR-

YGUD" — Sl HIe- SRS I ORI T it faa=mett § - argrsa & R 3 a1

Sik:ca

— thousands of times more potent than carbon dioxide — from leaking into the
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It is plodding, sweaty work, but Ari, a member of climate start-up Recoolit, does not mind.

u‘s’?ﬂmeﬁ?wﬂﬁﬁm'@nm% WW@?W@R&OOM@@%&&@
T BIg WM e 81

“I love it because it’s about preserving nature, saving nature,” the 30-year-old technician told
AFP.

S U TRIE § i U T Y TRfEE Bea 3R T & o9l 8, 30 adta d-ReA
= AFP &I §dmT|

Recoolit began working in Indonesia in 2021 to tackle what it considers an often-overlooked
contributor to climate change: refrigerants.

Recoolit = 2021 T SSHRRIT # &0 IR= far aife 98 FTaarg ufkads & SRR Suféa
PR Ipoied I Aue T |

These gases found in air-conditioners, fridges and cars are an old environmental problem.
37 o g, fiheT 3R &Y 7 Urs STl &, aferRvig gEAT B |

In the 1970s, research showed refrigerants called chloroﬂuorocarbons (CFCs) were destroying
the ozone layer.

1970 & ST A, MY T gr1 741 {6 FARIGARIBIET (CFCs) THS IhoRcy el wRd
HI AT HIW U

Countries agreed to phase them out under a deal that came into force in 1989.

SR A 8 UGG U Y IHW H TR FgHN oIS, T8 THSIT 1989 T AR g3

While their replacements, particularly hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), are less harmful to the
ozone layer, they still have major climate warming properties.

% WM W AU gTSSIFARIBIE (HFCs), 3N URd & oI & gifveR® ©, afd
$TP! STAarg B TH H34 B e it ot prot siftres 71

“And those are in AC units, in the form of refrigerant banks... everywhere in developing
countries right now,” said Recoolit’s head of operations Yosaka Eka Putranta.

«3R Ao T gfiew A poRe S H w3 Rsraia 231 § &% s Hig
&, Recoolit & IR TG THATHT THT Yidl = Hgl|

‘Growing Problem’

There are international agreements to phase out HFCs too, but, particularly in developing
countries, they will be in use for decades yet.

HFCs @Y IRUTEE U & HATE A & o HHEI &, A ARy U 3
foprmfta a=n 7 3 snit +ft wre] a9 SUART A TF |

Demand is increasing as climate change fuels record temperatures and expanding middle
classes seek cooling and refrigeration.

9 R I8 IquH 95 & HRU R Aeadq 91 gRT BRATT
Wﬁﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁmﬁ?ﬁ%l

“It is a growing problem because we need our indoor environments to be more resilient to
climate change,” said Robyn Schofield, associate professor of atmospheric chemistry at the
University of Melbourne.

“Tg TP ol T § F1fh g0 30 TSR aIdervl &l Saary ufkad=T & ufa St
AHd ST 51T, e fayfaened o argrsda XA g &t Igantt TitheR
Rifa MBies 3 Hall
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¢ HFCs are expected to account for between 7 and 19% of greenhouse gas emissions by 2050,
accordmg to the United Nations.

YT AP & STER, HFCs H 2050 T AT 7% H 19% TETSH A IeHoid B

I

IRl

Leakage and Regulation Issues

frama oz fafaw @ 9t v

e The risk comes during maintenance or disposal, when refrigerants like the HFC Ari is
capturing can be released accidentall% or on purpose.

AT a1 fAue@ & SRA AR gRT T W1 3@ HFC S IpoReH & AT
g1 7Tt | RATa &1 HHTE gl 6 |

o In Indonesia, as in most countries, this venting is illegal, but enforcement is limited.
gsﬁﬁ%mﬁ ST 5 aHferepTer 32T H BT &, 39 TS Y e HII T R, AT
Hiftra s

e “It’s odourless, we cannot trace it. (Capturing) it takes so much resources. The machine, the
people,” said Recoolit’s senior business development manager Erik Cahyanta.

“Ig UG &, §H SUDI Udl Ta| o Uhd | 3 H&R B & agd WHTL T § - A=,
@RI, Recoolit & INF SHTTN fAH™T Ude/sh TRe HIRITT A Hall

e “So some people just release it.” Recoolit trains, equips and incentivises technicians to capture
refrigerant so it can be destroyed.

“FgfeIg aﬁﬂwsﬁeﬁg%ﬁ%mecoomaﬁﬁmﬁaﬁuﬁﬁmmm
AT & 3R TIHIed BT @ difh 3 IThoRC Dl HER DR b 3R I Y fha1 o1 b |

Destruction, Recycling & Carbon Credits

Y BT, GBI 3R HTa- hfsc

e Technicians get 50,000 rupiah ($3) per kilogram of recovered refrigerant, which Recoolit sends
toa government-approved cement Kiln or municipal incinerator to be destroyed.

dB-REA! ! ufe fraum 50,000 SSARRATE ST ($3) firdar 8, S Recoolit TP
WW@mwﬁm%Wﬁwmﬁ%mﬂw%l
e While refrigerant can be recycled or reused, Recoolit argues this is imperfect.

gTaifer YhoRe &I frarase a1 g UM {501 ST &1 €, Recoolit &1 AT & fob T8
3rquf TTer B

o “Who’s going to guarantee that when the refrigerants are injected again... they are going to stay
there without another venting?” said Yosaka.

“TH1- AT BT b T XpoRey Bl SR Sotae far sme.... d 3 famr fpeht sk
e & a8l @i TP A FE |

e Recoolit sells carbon credits based on the amount of refrigerant it destroys, priced at $75 a
unit.

Recoolit 3T IMFEINE B HIAT P 3MUR TR BT S oadl @ fordl 98 Y AT 8, 3R
P! B IAd Ui gfAe $75 7

e Carbon credits have faced criticism in recent years, and Benja Faecks of Carbon Market
Watch warned that “offsetting” can give the impression “that emissions can simply be erased
through financial transactions”.
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e Recoolit argues its carbon credits are robust because it measurably destroys a climate-
warming gas.

Recoolit BT dW ¢ [ IUP BT hfse fAy-a § Fifs a8 T Saarg-TH &3 areit
T &) 9 a8F | 7Y HRar 3|

Fossﬂ fuels show staying power as EU clean energy output dips’

COLORADO

Utilities across the Euro-
pean Union cranked out-
put from natural gas and
coalfired power plants
during the opening half of
2025, boosting power sec-
tor emissions and revers-
ing recent energy transi-
tion momentum.

The upswing in fossil
production follows two
years of steep declines in
fossil use within the EU,
which established Europe
as a global leader in efforts
to curb reliance on pollut-
ing fuels in power
production.

However, year-on-year
drops in output from wind
farms and hydro dams de-
prived EU utilities of key
sources of clean power
during January to June,

Fossil Fuel Rebound in EU Power Sector in Early 2025

and forced them to com-
pensate with sharply high-
er generation from fossil
fuel plants.

This abrupt reversal in
EU fossil fuel use highlights
the challenge facing even
modern energy systems
when weather patterns im-
pede clean power sup-
plies, and suggests that fos-
sil fuels may stay rooted in
global power systems for
years more.

Climate changed
EU utilities generated 13%
more electricity from fossil
fuels during January to
June compared to the same
period in 2024, which was
the largest annual increase
in fossil output for that pe-
riod since 2017, data from
think tank Ember showed.
Gas-fired  generation
climbed by 19% to the high-

Output surge: EU utilities generated 13% more electricity from fossil fuels during January to June
compared to the same period in 2024. REUTERS

est in three years, while
coal-fired output rose by
2% to two-year highs.

The higher gas and coal
combustion resulted in
power emissions rising by
9% from the year before to

297 million metric tons of
carbon  dioxide, and
means that the EU could
discharge nearly 600 mil-
lion tons of CO2 this year if
the current burn pace is
sustained.

The main triggers of the
higher fossil fuel use were
steep declines in clean
power supplies tied to
weather conditions across
Europe since late 2024.

Output  from  wind

farms, which accounted
for close to 20% of EU elec-
tricity supplies during the
first half of 2024, regis-
tered the largest year-over-
year fall on record during
January to June, dropping
by 9% to 225 terawatt
hours (TWh).

Sustained low wind
speeds at turbine level, es-
pecially in Germany which
is home to over 30% of EU
wind farm capacity, were
the main drag on wind
power production.

At the same time, be-
low-expected snow and
rainfall over the winter in
Europe resulted in a 15%
year-on-year drop in elec-
tricity output from hydro
dams, which accounted for
around 15% of EU electrici-
ty supplies last year.

And steady increases in
installed solar capacity

look set to lift solar-po-
wered electricity supplies
to new heights over the
coming months, ensuring
that clean energy advo-
cates in the EU will have
something to celebrate.

However, the deep and
enduring drops to wind
and hydro output are also a
major cause for concern,
especially as climate trends
indicate that further devia-
tions in weather patterns
from previous averages
can be expected.

Steadily rising average
temperatures are resulting
in steadily declining snow
coverage at low altitudes
across Europe, and are
pinching regional hydro
dam output — despite hy-
dro dam capacity in the EU
hitting a record last year.

And while climate
change is triggering more

2025 31 3T W EU & faerelt &1 | sftarzy g4+ ot aro=ht

o Utilities across the European Union cranked output from natural gas and coal-fired power

intense storms in many
areas, it is also causing
more  frequent  wind
droughts as the tempera-
ture differential between
the Earth’s poles and trop-
ical areas narrows.

This phenomenon -
known as Global Stilling —
is a major worry for energy
planners who have been
banking on large scale
wind farms playing a de-
pendable role in clean
electricity generation over
the coming decades.

If wind speeds regularly
slow to a crawl for months
on end, and hydro net-
works continue to get only
meagre snow and rainfall
during the winters, EU
energy suppliers will strug-
gle to keep up with de-
mand - even if solar out-
put keeps climbing.

plants during the opening half of 2025, boosting power sector emissions and reversing recent
energy transition momentum.

R W9 & IUARTrS’ 3 2025 F Ugel BUE! & IR UIPpfae
o faroTelt Ta=T o1 Sare ar faa, o STl &= % Icaei— # g 53 iR iferan

St YA Pi Tfd Ide TS|
e The upswing in fossil production follows two years of steep declines in fossil use within the EU,

which had established Europe as a global leader in efforts to curb reliance on polluting fuels in
power production.

g Witared Iaure # 9f EU A &) 9uf 1 fig fiRtae & a1g g3, o R uguoret
oyl R AT 9 #91 & vaE 7 ve Ay Far 57 T

e However, year-on-year drops in output from wind farms and hydro dams deprived EU
utilities of key sources of clean power during January to June, and forced them to compensate

with sharply hlghe a%;

7

eration from fossil fuel plants.

Safagyd gitl ¥ aiffe YR 1R Idre # fRTae A sHad |

19 3R piaa & Iem
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o This abrupt reversal in EU fossil fuel use highlights the challenge facing even modern energy
systems when weather patterns impede clean power supplies, and suggests that fossil fuels
may stay rooted in global power systems for years more.

EU ¥ STIaT=d $ei o IUUNT H I8 Sfeeh URadH Us axiidl ¢ fob Sy SHerf yomferat
it g 1 I R § o9 MaH 3 FRufGaT wss et syfd o arur stedl 8, oiR
ﬁ%m@;r%m%ﬁﬁﬂméwaﬁmﬁaﬁwmﬁwmmﬁwaﬁw
I
Climate Changed
Sqarg | ggard
e EU utilities generated 13% more electricity from fossil fuels during January to June compared

to the same period in 2024, the largest annual increase in fossil output for that period since
2017, according to Ember.

EU &1 SUAIRIAISH = Sadt | § & GRTH 2024 B THE @i 31 g1 H 13% HRID
fooTelt shtarew S @ ITF Ft, S 2017 & 91 F 39 39y & forw ad g7 a1ffes geTeT
T, TR & AR |

e Gas-fired generation climbed by 19% to the highest in three years, while coal-fired output
rose by 2% to two-year highs.
9 A IdTE A 19% g g3 o a9 aul & Jaw 31 U1, Jafe wiaar smuria
I 2% TGHR ol I & IwdH WX IR Ugd 47|

e The higher gas and coal combustion resulted in power emissions rising by 9% from the year
before to 297 million metric tons of CO2, and means the EU could discharge nearly 600
million tons of CO2 this year if the current burn pace is sustained.

3w A 3R FIaa & e I fUsd af &t ga=r A faoredt & & Ixaei= § 9% Ht
gf3 g3 3R T8 297 fferas Wifd® @71 co2 o uga m, foran onf § o afg g ar &+t
g a1 EU 39 98 @Y 600 FAferq @1 co2 Ifsia ax gahdi |

Main Triggers of Fossil Surge

SiarRy 38 g & g1 BRI

e The main triggers of the higher fossil fuel use were steep declines in clean power supplies tied
to weather conditions across Europe since late 2024.

2024 & 3 q R TRIU A 1y Ft fRufoat § I wawo et smyfd & yid} firmae
A=Y U9 & Ted SUANT & GBI RO Y|

¢ Output from wind farms, which accounted for close to 20% of EU electricity supplies during
the first half of 2024, registered the largest year-over-year fall on record during January to
June, dropping by 9% to 225 TWh.

2024 B UG SHTEL T EU Bt faoTell 3L &1 AT 20% U™ B a1l Ua— BTH &1
I Sas) A 9 & aRH Repis W o1 aiffe RRTae & Tq1Y 9% TTHR 225 TWh 8
uoif

¢ Sustained low wind speeds at turbine level, especially in Germany which hosts over 30% of EU
wind farm capacity, were the main drag on wind power production.
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e At the same time, below-expected snow and rainfall over the winter in Europe resulted in a
15% year-on-year drop in electricity output from hydro dams, which accounted for around
15% of EU electricity supplies last year.

=3 999, TR Wiedl & SR BH ThaRT 3R aui & HRUI Safdgyd diei 3 faore
%Iagﬁw% 3 aiffe RTae o, S fUBS a8 EU & @I 15% farerelt smyfd o
|

Solar Gains and Concerns

R ol § ggd iR fiarg

o Steady increases in installed solar capacity look set to lift solar-powered electricity supplies to
new heights over the coming months, ensuring that clean energy advocates in the EU will have
something to celebrate.

RTTT HIR &ear § R S o arel we1H 7 R St amenfva fowredt smyfef ) 18
A8l P & WM & ol UR 3@ 361 7, o EU & wass St aad® & oy 79M
BT AR A Ihel 5

e However, the deep and enduring drops to wind and hydro output are also a major cause for
concern, especially as climate trends indicate that further deviations in weather patterns from
previous averages can be expected.
gIeiiics, Ta 3R STeifagyd Sedtea & Tedl 3R Rl fivtae ue ik e 1 fawa g,
IRy o9 Serarg wgfrat a8 axifd 8 i i e o ok sif¥res famasT &t duramr g |

e Steadily rising average temperatures are resulting in declining snow coverage at low altitudes
across Europe, pinching regional hydro dam output — despite hydro dam capacity in the EU
hitting a record last year.

AR Fed STd aI9HH & HRUTQRIY 1R F fraa gare! § 9k &) uva § o o 38!
&, e afta srafagya Sare wuyifad 81 81 & — Safe fUed v Eu § Safdgga
&rvaT R ls wR R uga A

e And while climate change is triggering more intense storms in many areas, it is also causing
more frequent wind droughts as the temperature differential between the Earth’s poles and
tropical areas narrows.

3R waf Sraarg uRead= &< &5 7 iftre fig quTl &l o 2 8T8, I8 i IR
3T T YT G& &1 Ht HRUT 5 7 ¢ Rl Tl & yfal 3R Swrefedtiy &= & &g
ATIHT BT 3ieR HH 81 @ ]

Global Stilling and Energy Risks

Toad fRefelt e Sl "o

e This phenomenon — known as Global Stilling — is a major worry for energy planners who
have been banking on large scale wind farms playing a dependable role in clean electricity
generation over the coming decades.

g geT — o Teltae RefiT se1 Sirar 8 — St dieHreR! & fog ue a9 far g, S
3T ATd 1! H 98 T IR Ua- BTHI &1 W90 faerel Sdre & Ua fasgta Yfrer
A B Iwdie PR G A
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If wind speeds regularly slow to a crawl for months on end, and hydro networks continue to
get only meagre snow and rainfall during winters, EU energy suppliers will struggle to keep
up with demand — even if solar output keeps climbing.

ﬁwﬁwﬁﬁm&mwﬁv{%ﬁﬁwéﬁ%ﬂtﬁﬁw%eﬁwﬁﬁﬁ
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Flood thhout rain in Nepal raises concerns about glacial lake outbursts

KATHMANDU

There were no rain fore-
casts, so no warning alert
as such. But early Tuesday,
massive floods on the Bho-
tekoshi river in Rasuwa, a
district bordering China,
killed at least nine people
and left 19 missing.

Nepal's police and Army
personnel carried out
search and rescue opera-
tions throughout Tuesday,
as authorities assessed the
extent of the damage.

The floods also swept
away the Nepal-China
Friendship Bridge, discon-
necting one of the key
trade points between Ne-
pal and China. Among the
missing are 11 Nepalese, six
Chinese, and two police
personnel.

Officials and scientists,
meanwhile, scrambled to

* find the cause of the flood-

ing that occurred without
rain.

“Itis certain by now that
it was not a rain-induced
flooding,” said Binod Pok-
hrel, an associate professor
at the Central Department
of Hydrology and Meteo-
rology at Tribh Un-

due in part to changing cli-
mate patterns, which are
increasingly causing
GLOFs (Glacial Lake Out-
burst Floods).

Cause unclear
After the Rasuwa flooding,
lht lmegmled Cemm for

iversity. “Weather fore-
casts and satellite data
showed no rainfall in the
Tibet region.”

Nepal's mountainous
terrain is vulnerable to
monsoon floods that kill
scores of people and dam-
age property every year.
While government authori-
ties have been working on
early warning systems,
they have not been as ef-
fective as desired. Erratic
rainfall, floods, landslides,
and avalanches have be-
come more frequent - and
deadlier - in recent years,

(ICIMOD) smd in a state-
ment that it is too early to
definitively determine the
exact cause of the flood
event.

“However, we can con-
firm that extreme rainfall
was not the cause. A com-
prehensive investigation is
required, but we need to
wait for the monsoon
cloud cover to clear first to
obtain clear satellite imag-
ery for detailed analysis,” it
said.

“While a GLOF or a
Landslide Lake Outburst
Flood is suspected, there is

Not a trace: A key bndgo connecting China and Nepal was swept
away in flooding at Rasuwa in Nepal on Wednesday. Ap

no conclusive evidence

yet.”

ICIMOD’s 2021 invento-
ry shows that one glacial
lake upstream of the Trish-
uli River in the Tibetan Au-
tonomous Region of China
is categorised as high risk
and needs close monitor-
ing. According to a recent
ICIMOD study, the size of

glacial lakes in the upper
basin increased by 33%,
and their number by 16%,
within three decades from
1990 to 2020.

Ngamindra Dahal, a wa-
ter and climate analyst,
says Nepal needs to adopt
a multi-scale approach to
mitigate the disasters it is
facing, especially in the

northern region.

“Rasuwa floods should
not be viewed in isolation.
I call them synchronised
events, given similar flood
events in the past in the
northern region,” he said.

He stressed the need for
a study based on local pat-
terns in order to forecast -
and respond to - such dis-
asters. “Haphazard con-
struction, including that of
hydropower projects, can
have cascading effects, re-
sulting in floods.”

The surprise floods have
also raised questions about
whether there was any
prior information from the
Chinese side.

Officials said that a few
weeks ago, China had is-
sued a notice to exercise
caution along the river-
banks of rivers originating
in Tibet. But since there
was no forecast for rain,

the occurrence of floods,
according to experts, rais-
es suspicions that someth-
ing unusual may have
happened.

Mr. Pokhrel says it is not
possible to forecast rainfall
that leads to flooding days
in advance. “When such a
notice was issued back
then, and now floods have
occurred, it raises the sus-
picion that this might have
resulted from some kind of
incident or accident.”

Economic impact
Nepal's Department of Hy-
drology and Meteorology,
which forecasts floods and
rains, also says there is no
established mechanism for
information sharing on
floods and rains from the
northern side.

Authorities said that be-
sides the bridge linking Ne-
pal and China being swept

Flood without rain in Nepal raises concerns about glacial lake
outbursts

“ure ¥ fo=r a1fv=r & 91¢ | feue1g il & we ot fKiar 9t

Floods in Rasuwa, Nepal

AT, At 9 a1g

away, at least 24 container
trucks with goods and 35
electric vehicles were also
washed away. A customs
port in Rasuwa and a hy-
dropower project dam also
suffered damage.

With the linking bridge
gone, trade through the
Rasuwa border point — Ne-
pal’s second major trade
point with China - has
come to a complete halt.
This  route, officially
opened in December 2014,
was upgraded to an inter-
national checkpoint in
2017, allowing cross-border
travel.

Records at the Depart-
ment of Customs show that
30-40 fully loaded cargo
containers were entering
Nepal via the Rasuwa bor-
der point until Monday.
(Sanjeev Satgainya is an in-
dependent journalist based
in Kathmandu)

There were no rain forecasts, so no warning alert as such. But early Tuesday, massive floods
on the Bhotekoshi river in Rasuwa, a district bordering China, killed at least nine people and
left 19 missing.

PIS TN BT

HICdR Jag

aﬁmﬁt—ﬁsﬁuwﬁwms‘rwl

Nepal’s police and Army personnel carried out search and rescue operations throughout
Tuesday, as authorities assessed the extent of the damage.

AUTe Bt e 3R AT & FaMI A WIAaR YR 8d 3R F919 AT gam, Safd

YR A THAM & TR BT ATH A (BTl

The floods also swept away the Nepal-China Friendship Bridge, disconnecting one of the key
trade points between Nepal and China. Among the missing are 11 Nepalese, 6 Chinese, and 2
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police personnel.

918 A Aura- B0 gy &) oft g1 foan, o Aura ok 19 & i ve e sl
faig Fc 1| amaar @R F 1 AuTeRt, 6 A SR 2 gl i €

Officials and scientists, meanwhile, scrambled to find the cause of the flooding that occurred
without rain.

39 g ffrap1feal MR a3 fomr a1i=r 3irs 91¢ & SRUT &7 UdT T & SR
Cill

“It is certain by now that it was not a rain-induced flooding,” said Binod Pokhrel, an associate
professor at the Central Department of Hydrology and Meteorology, Tribhuvan University.
Rryan fayfiemea & Safaae ok Maw faurr & wifite bR fosie tava A
o1, 319 g (I3 3 b ue a1fver & Seudt ame &Y <t 1~

“Weather forecasts and satellite data showed no rainfall in the Tibet region.”

W qaigar 3R SUUE sfieps! # fosyd &7 & 1S aui 781 faams <11~

Nepal’s mountainous terrain is vulnerable to monsoon floods that kill scores of people and
damage property every year.

TS BT YT YHTT &R AT A §1¢ I THI 8id &, ol 8 @i @1 /i 3R
Tuft & P Sl gl

While government authorities have been working on early warning systems, they have not
been as effective as desired.

S TRBRI STIBRT TRIUS Aarasit qunferl )R &1 a3 ¢, d SWIAR YUt
EHEGE

Erratic rainfall, floods, landslides, and avalanches have become more frequent and deadlier
in recent years, partly due to changing climate patterns, which are increasingly causing GLOFs
(Glacial Lake Outburst Floods).

frafira auf, a1g, YRaed iR ferwaaH g« & auf § 3iftre TR iR ura® g1 U R,
ST HRUI Igard STadry Ued 3, o T RYUd AP Seaw UaS (GLOF) Bl 951 3R &

Cause unclear

SR EY gl

After the Rasuwa flooding, the Integrated Centre for Mountain Development (ICIMOD) said
it is too early to definitively determine the exact cause of the flood event.

IYAT 91¢ & d1G, SEIICS VX BIR ASed STATHe (ICIMOD) H Hel foh 39 §1¢ &I
TP HRUI WY U I q9 BT 3+ Segarsit gt

“However, we can confirm that extreme rainfall was not the cause. A comprehensive
investigation is required, but we need to wait for the monsoon cloud cover to clear to obtain
clear satellite imagery for detailed analysis,” it said.

“gTelier, 89 U8 YIS PR TP d & fb srcafires aul saer T 1g ot | 399 fore faga
SITY B TR §, A1 g8 A STGal & ge- B! Uil d3-1 gt dlfds 81 SUTE
=l & arew A fawga faxawor o= ¥ 1

“While a GLOF or a Landslide Lake Outburst Flood is suspected, there is no conclusive
evidence yet.”

“gTie TARTT AP ST WIS A1 YA 3Nd Wer I 3413 918 BT SRAPT|,
AfepT 3l B ST ymToT T 21
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ICIMOD’s 2021 inventory shows that one glacial lake upstream of the Trishuli River in the
Tibetan Autonomous Region of China is categorised as high risk and needs close monitoring.

ICIMOD 1 2021 B It 2 & 6 o F fossd W e A Dt T F R we
?ﬁmagﬁaaﬁﬁﬁh@wawﬁ goft & Y@ T § SR S9 wdidt TR & srasg e

I
According to a recent [ICIMOD study, the size of glacial lakes in the upper basin increased by
33%, and their number by 16% from 1990 to 2020.

B1d & ICIMOD 3899 & 3R, 1990 F 2020 & §Id HURI 9 T TafRrae gftel &1

ATHR 33% 3R ST 16% G 715 5|
With the linking bridge gone, trade through the Rasuwa border point — Nepal’s second
major trade point with China — has come to a complete halt.

U Jd 98 SIH & SR, qiSY Uise & UTHH | YR — Sl fob AuTel BT A9 &
1Y GO Y AT AN ¢ — G kg A &g g1 mar g

This route, officially opened in December 2014, was upgraded to an international checkpoint
in 2017, allowing cross-border travel.

g A1 fGHaR 2014 § SMTRSGTR® U F W T 47 3R 2017 H §9 TP AR
YBUIge & U H US foram T, o Fa1-uR g dua g |

Records at the Department of Customs show that 30—40 fully loaded cargo containers were
entering Nepal via the Rasuwa border until Monday.

AUTe & AT Yo FAUTT & Rebie fedrd € fob FiaR a IgaT ST & 71ead & 30-40
T @RE 9 A HId HeR AU H Ho d 3G Y|

Economic impact

UHIq

Authorities said that besides the bridge linking Nepal and China being swept away, at least 24
container trucks with goods and 35 electric vehicles were also washed away.

SfYHINGT = g foh Auret 3R I H Sl a1 Yal 984 & S(aldl, HH § HH 24 HIA
<@ 3R 35 Fafae® are W 58 Ul

A customs port in Rasuwa and a hydropower project dam also suffered damage.

TgaT § T HHT Yo S8 3R Uh Safdgygd uiRarerr o1 qief +f e 8
Mr. Pokhrel says it is not possible to forecast rainfall that leads to flooding days in advance.
ﬁﬁ?wwémﬁ%%ﬁﬁqmﬁwaﬁﬁ vfersaroft ST 1T T ® S a1 B
HRUT I

“When such a notice was issued back then, and now floods have occurred, it raises the suspicion
that this might have resulted from some kind of incident or accident.”

T 3 THY U1 AT SRY 31 7 U1 $iR 319 a1 ot B, < U5 W U wRaT @
MG I8 fhdt gen a1 gHerT & SR g §l 1

Ngamindra Dahal, a water and climate analyst, says Nepal needs to adopt a multi-scale
approach to mitigate disasters, especially in the northern region.

I 3R FTary fAzeius iR a8 Fed ¢ (& AuTd & WiPpfa® muersi I fAued &
forT faRiv =0 9 It & & 9g-wR YU SO Bt el ¢ |

“Rasuwa floods should not be viewed in isolation. I call them synchronised events, given
similar flood events in the past in the northern region,” he said.
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o He stressed the need for a study based on local patterns in order to forecast — and respond to
— such disasters.

3511 39 RE B 3Muerel &) qaigar R ufafhar & e vty e w smenfia
Y 1 G Hal W SR e

o “Haphazard construction, including that of hydropower projects, can have cascading effects,

resulting in floods.”

«3raafeyd fmfor, o srafaega ufkaie g i €, e gyTE Sid Jadt 6,
WW&HW%

e The surprise floods have also raised questions about whether there was any prior information
from the Chinese side.

3 AP TS 91 7 U8 Fardl 1 331U & fob o A9 Y 3R | F1s gd A <1 778 <t

e Officials said that a few weeks ago, China had issued a notice to exercise caution along the
riverbanks of rivers originating in Tibet.

3iferepTRal 3 samn {6 o T uga 9 A fassa / e arelt Afeat & fraR
FraYT IR & forg e St foram i

e But since there was no forecast for rain, the occurrence of floods, according to experts, raises
suspicions that something unusual may have happened.

A T B auf &1 qafgar 87 U1, 3 91 &) geT & dd A= & AR
B ATH 91 611 Bl g Iaal gl

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Tendulkar’s portrait unveiled at MCC Museum at Lord’s

PICTURE PERFECT ég?m»‘{ &1 ?I\'I%:ﬂ & m

Tendulkar’s portrait unveiled rqﬁrq‘q A ST
at MCC Museum at Lord’s

Tendulkar’s portrait unveiled at
MCC Museum at Lord’s

cgam &l i ATg g & THIRY
RIforayq o STaR0T

eSachin Tendulkar’s portrait was unveiled at the MCC
Museum at Lord’s on Thursday.

AR &I dled & THARIT B’Iforad o |fes
TGADR & A BT FTERYT foba |
Sachin Tendulkar’s portrait was unveiled at the MCC Museum at

Lord’s on Thursday. It was painted by Stuart Pearson Wright from a oIt was palnted by Stuart Pearson anht from a

photograph taken by the artist 18 years ago. “When | saw KapilDev ~ Photograph taken by the artist 18 years ago.
lift the trophy that moment sparked my cricketing journey. With my

portrait going up inside the Pavilion feels like it'’s come full circle.”
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e  “When I saw Kapil Dev lift the trophy, that moment sparked my cricketing journey.

“31q T BUe g B SIwt I3Td §U S, aa&rmﬁﬁ%waﬁawnmm

e  With my portrait going up inside the Pavilion, feels like it’s come full circle.”
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