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Web portal, apps to

make Census data
‘available early: RGI

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Data from the 2027 Census
will be “available early” as
the exercise will be con-
ducted digitally, the Regis-
trar-General and Census
Commissioner of India
(RGI) posted on X on
Monday.

The country’s “first digi-
tal Census” will be con-
ducted in two phases, and
“for the first time, technol-
ogy will be used to collect
data and send it electroni-
cally to the central server”,
the RGI said, adding this
will “result in early availa-
bility of Census data”. Af-
ter the previous Census ex-
ercise concluded, it took
nearly two to three years
for primary data to be
available.

The RGI said Census
2027 would offer the op-
tion of self-enumeration
“through a dedicated web
portal”. All States have also
been asked to appoint no-
dal officers for the exer-
cise, and “residents will be
able to self-enumerate in
both phases”, the RGI said.
“Data will be collected us-
ing Mobile Apps (both An-
droid & i0S) in English,
Hindi, and regional lan-
guages. Enumerators/Su-
pervisors will use their
own mobile device for data
collection,” the RGI added.

The Census will have a
focused publicity cam-
paign for nationwide
awareness, inclusive parti-
cipation, last-mile engage-
ment and support for field
operations. “It'll empha-
sise on sharing accurate,
authentic & timely infor-
mation ensuring cohesive
& effective outreach ef-
fort,” the RGI said, while
adding that “caste of hou-
sehold members will be

Updated count
The 2027 population count
will be the first digital
Census in India

= Mobile apps to collect data
in English, Hindi, and other
regional languages

= Central server to facilitate
early availability of
primary data

m Dedicated portal for
residents to self-enumerate

enumerated in the ensuing
Census”.

According to the consti-
tutional mandate, the first
Census after 2026 can be
used as the basis to redraw
Lok Sabha constituencies.
The next general election
is due in 2029.

The first phase of Cen-
sus 2027, Houselisting and
Housing Census (HLO), will
start from April 2026, fol-
lowed by the Population
Enumeration (PE) phase in
February 2027.

For the 2021 Census, 31
questions were notified for
the first phase, related to
household particulars
such as building number;
Census house number;
predominant material of
the roof; floor of the house;
name and sex of the head
of the household; number
of persons residing in the
household; main source of
drinking water; main
source of lighting; access to
latrine; main fuel used for
cooking; access to radio,
TV, laptop, computer and
car; main cereal con-
sumed; and mobile num-
ber.

On June 16, the RGI not-
ified the process in the Ga-
zette of India.

Census 2027: Web portal, apps to make
Census data ‘available early’: RGI

STIITUTAT 2027: 99 Nidd SR B &
STUTHT ST STeg! SUdsy’ R
SR 3ITS

The data from the 2027 Census will be “available early”
as the exercise will be conducted digitally, the
Registrar-General and Census Commissioner of India
(RGI) posted on X on Monday.

2027 P SATUET BT ST "ffred e | P e &

PR "Sleg] IUAS" FHI, g 910 YR & IPRER

ﬁmﬁmmmen%@waﬁxww
|

e The country’s "first digital Census" will be conducted in two
phases, and “for the first time, technology will be used to
collect data and send it electronically to the central server”,
the RGI said, adding this will “result in early availability of
Census data”.

R &1 "ugeht feforea SO @ TRon § Smafia &t S
3R "UEe! IR T THT H 3N Feg Jai W FARID T4
¥ U & g gt &1 SUAT far A, RGI A &g, 3R
AT fob SY SHIUAT STl "STeg! SUdsy” 81 SIu |

o After the previous Census exercise concluded, it took nearly
two to three years for primary data to be available.

el SFRTOMT Ufthan & Q1 81 & o1, Wi SeT Iuas gn
B T & A T af @ e 9

e The RGI said Census 2027 would offer the option of self-
enumeration “through a dedicated web portal”.

RGI 7 &gl for SFTUMT 2027 & U faRiy 99 Mida & My 9§
IO &1 faded faar smam |

o All States have also been asked to appoint nodal officers for
the exercise, and “residents will be able to self-enumerate in
both phases”, the RGI said.

Tt 30l ¥ 39 B & e ed IRBRY Fgad o34 & &gl
w%;ﬁgmﬁwﬁ?"maﬁa?ﬁﬁmmaﬂﬁﬁ
& g |

“Data will be collected using Mobile Apps (both Android & iOS) in English,
Hindi, and regional langu

ST HiaTsd U (Androida‘gﬁ? i0s A1) & e & eideh, Y oiv aeftg wrwraii

H uod fopar S|
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¢ Enumerators/Supervisors will use their own mobile device for data collection,” the
RGI added.
UG dI/Tde® 30 T4 & HiaTsd f$argd &1 IuINT Sl WU & forg 1,7
RGI - &g

e The Census will have a focused publicity campaign for nationwide awareness,
inclusive participation, last-mile engagement, and support for field operations.
STOAT & oIt R <21 H O SIRReahdT, JHTARN HRTleRY, Sifaw 8% a@ 14, 3k
BIes AT & T 3G Disd oI WaR ST I S|

¢ “It'll emphasise on sharing accurate, authentic & timely information ensuring
cohesive & effective outreach effort,” the RGI said, while adding that “caste of
household members will be enumerated in the ensuing Census”.

RGI A Fe1 f& g "adle, Ui 3 IHa R SHERY "I $H1" W SR o
s "Tpee SR TUTH S-RiuS wary gfda far o 9@, ok a8 R St &
"GN TS| DI AT AT FTUMAET A &St Pt =gt |

e According to the constitutional mandate, the first Census after 2026 can be used
as the basis to redraw Lok Sabha constituencies.

HaYTAP WUl & 3R, 2026 & 1 B UG SIRTUHT BT START ATHTUT
fRrafe &= & gAfHfuRor & omuR & 0 § fomar S YT 21

o The next general election is due in 2029.
AT HTHTRT YATT 2029 & g arel g

e The first phase of Census 2027, Houselisting and Housing Census (HLO), will
start from April 2026, followed by the Population Enumeration (PE) phase in

February 2027.

STRTUMET 2027 &1 Ugdl IR0 8139 fafee™ iR gTaRiTT S=rvMET (HLO) 31id 2026
= BT, $9& d1g WRast 2027 T SHHEGAT VT (PE) TRUI GHTT|

o Forthe 2021 Census, 31 questions were notified for the first phase, related to
household particulars such as building number; Census house number;
predominant material of the roof; floor of the house; name and sex of the head of the
household; number of persons residing in the household; main source of drinking
water; main source of lighting; access to latrine; main fuel used for cooking; access
to radio, TV, laptop, computer and car; main cereal consumed; and mobile number.

2021 3} SFTOFT & foT Tgd RO A 31 uaﬁaﬁ&r@ﬁﬁﬁmww e F
Taiftrd fAaRon S Ha= TReT; SFRTUAT 8139 TR, d &1 W fafor Irsh; 7aem
mw,m%g@mwwﬁ%,mﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁm,ﬁ%wﬁaﬂ
TR Ad; TSI &1 YR TId; ITed o YA, W1 U™ & fod 7 seq; s,
S, AUeTY, FHR R HR Bt ITAXAT; T U I WA A aTdl 3FAT; 3R Aiargd
HeR 9§ Ieferd 9

¢ On June 16, the RGI notified the process in the Gazette of India.
16 I &I RGI 7 9 UfhdT B YRd & Io19= | Sffegfera fosan|
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The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

A battle between two eth-
nic armed groups in Myan-
mar has forced some
4,000 Chin people in the
country to take refuge in
Mizoram.

Officials in Champhai
district of Mizoram said
waves of Myanmar nation-
als began crossing a border
bridge at Zokhawthar and
the Tiau river since the
gunfights broke out on July
3. The river demarcates a
part of the 510-km border
between India and Myan-
mar. “The refugees are tak-
ing shelter in the houses of
their relatives, schools,
and community halls.
They are concentrated in
the Zokhawthar and Va-

phai villages,” a district of-
ficial said, declining to be
quoted.

Volatile situation

“Given the volatile situa-
tion across the border, we
have not asked these refu-
gees, many of them wo-
men and children, to go
back. Our villagers and
members of NGOs such as
the Young Mizo Associa-
tion are looking after the
basic needs of the refu-
gees,” the official said.

On Sunday, Mizoram
Chief Minister Lalduho-
ma’s political adviser Lal-
muanpuia Punte reported-
ly visited the border area to
hold talks with the leaders
of the two extremist
groups for cessation of vio-
lence.

Displaced population: Children from Myanmar families who have

\

taken refuge in Mizoram. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Chins of Myanmar,
and the dominant Mizos of
Mizoram are members of
the greater Zo community,
as are the Kukis, Zomis,
Hmars, and Kuki-Chins
(Bangladesh).

It is not unusual for
these ethnic groups to have

relatives on either side of
the border.

According to communi-
ty elders in Zokhawthar,
the refugees started trick-
ling in after observing the
movement of armed men
in areas close to the border
less than a week ago.

Conflict in Myanmar drives 4,000 into Mizoram

AR d 999 | 4,000 A1 AR A IROT @1 BT A6

A battle between two ethnic armed groups in Myanmar has forced about 4,000

The “warning shots”
erupted into a fierce gun-
fight on Saturday.

Security officials guard-
ing the border said the
fight was between the Chin
National Defence Force
(CNDF) and the Chinland
Defence Force-Hualngo-
ram (CDF-H) for the con-
trol of areas deemed stra-
tegic for border trade with
India.

The two groups are part
of the People’s Defence
Force that is leading a resis-
tance movement against
Myanmar’s military junta,
which captured power
through a coup in 2021. Af-
ter two days of exchanging
fire, the CNDF was learnt
to have captured all eight
camps of the CDF-H in the
area.

Chin people to take refuge in Mizoram. Wﬁammw@%@a@

TTY = T 4,000 I AN H FeiRe & IRV A1 & e AoreR &+ faan 3

o Officials in Champhai district of Mizoram reported that waves of Myanmar

nationals began crossing a border bridge at. Zokhawthar and the Tiau river since
July 3, when gunfights broke out. IEEIRGE:D iNTQ‘

AT ¥ 9 MeeR! =

RITAR & ARTRSI &1 g3 HRd H Y% $H=A o |
e The Tiau river forms part of the 510-km border between India and Myanmar. s
Y, YR SR WAR & §1d &1 510 franitex ddt Jiw &1 = gl

o According to district officials, the refugees are staying in the houses of their
relatives, schools, and community halls, mostly concentrated in Zokhawthar and
Vaphai villages. f5IaT SIS & AR, TRUMYT 3o RzdeR] & WY, Tpal ik
GRS HRTRY 7 36 R § 3k 987 U 3 Wi 3R 9 midl d $ied g

+ Given the volatile situation across the border, the administration has not asked
these refugees, many of them women and children, to return. R YR A

1 IR 1 SRR AT 31 T gL, 379 A Fs Afgarsi 3R a=ai Afed IRonfAa
3! 909 o1 & fore T8 PeT1 3|

e Local villagers and NGOs like the Young Mizo Association are taking care of the

basic needs of the refugees. RITHIT JHIUN 3R T fArsit

e IR &t GAyd SMaRaHdIaii &1 e 3G I8 ¢ |

e On Sunday, Mizoram Chief Minister Lalduhoma’s political adviser Lalmuanpuia
Punte reportedly visited the border area to talk with the leaders of the two armed

qiéd

forer & siftreTial = sam i 3
TS, 79 I AIEIIR diss foet SR foarss -1l &1 uR v

R WHRY
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groups to seek cessation of violence. Wﬁﬁ@m%g@ﬁﬂm@m%
TSP TATEPR AT a-TYS3 e 3 7 &5 7 SR foba iR S I=Ra Ig!
& Y13l § fgT Fep o ford araf b |

e The Chins of Myanmar and the Mizos of Mizoram belong to the broader Zo
community, which also includes Kukis, Zomis, Hmars, and Kuki-Chins from

Bangladesh. TR & foF aﬁ?ﬁﬁh@%ﬁvﬁ?ﬁﬂwvﬁwaﬁrﬁw%
foras gy, s, fRART oIk aitarewr & pa-fm off i 8

e It is common for these ethnic groups to have family ties on both sides of the
border. 37 ST YT & AT & AT 3R RTaeR SH1 I o1d 7|

e According to community elders in Zokhawthar, the refugees started arriving after
they observed the movement of armed men near the border less than a week ago.

WRATR & GG & oIt & SR, T6 Jwe § off $0 999 uga A1 & U™
TR AR ! Ifafafer < & 1 IRORAT &1 3111 [ go|

e The warning shots escalated into a fierce gunfight on Saturday. aaﬂﬁﬁaﬁ
et Mt AFER &1 v Wiwor Mieftat d 9ea 75|

o Security officials said the fight was between the Chin National Defence Force
(CNDF) and the Chinland Defence Force-Hualngoram (CDF-H) for control of areas
strategic for border trade with India. JR&T SHIRAl 7 el fo g8 Fl?ﬂ'sf ICE]
Axa fEha WRE (CNDF) 3R fomdl's fetha wikl-gema="TR¥ (CDF-H) & &9 34
&=t & A0 Bl A At S YRE & A1y T AR & forg Yurifae A ord § |

o Both these groups are part of the People’s Defence Force, leading the resistance
movement against Myanmar’s military junta, which seized power in a 2021 coup.

Y G aig diged fEtha Wik & oW §, S =R & =9 - & f&aars 2021 &
TEATIC & §1¢ J fARIY SAiGIe BT Igd P R| o

o After two days of exchanges, .the CNDF reportedly captured all eight camps (_)f
the CDF-H in the area. gl f&=l &1 TIER! & dTe, IR 9TdT ¢ f& CNDF 3 &5 |

CDF-H & 9} 3ims RIfIRY uR Feett o3 fora|
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‘Don’t violate Supreme
Court judgment on
Chakma___Ha] ong issue’

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

A rights activist and mem-
ber of the core group of the
National Human Rights
Commission has warned
officials in Arunachal Pra-
desh against violating the
Supreme Court’s 1996
judgment, seeking the pro-
tection of the rights of all
Chakma and Hajong peo-
ple living in the State since
the 1960s.

Senior officials and Dis-
trict Magistrates in Aruna-
chal Pradesh could face
contempt of court if they
held a meeting with repre-
sentatives of the All Aruna-
chal Pradesh Students’ Un-
ion (AAPSU) on the
contentious Chakma-Ha-
jong issue, Suhas Chakma,
also director of the Delhi-
based Rights and Risks

~hd

WW%WW@?WW MR 9 fAdTaRyG ITHHT-FTIT T

Analysis Group, said.

In a notification on July
3, the State’s Home Depart-
ment called for a meeting
with the AAPSU on Tues-
day with a three-point
agenda — deportation of il-
legal immigrants, review
and rectification of the vo-
ter list/electoral roll, and
land records and en-
croachment by Chakma-
Hajong settlers.

The court had directed
the State government to
protect the life and perso-
nal liberty of each Chakma
and Hajong person from
organised groups, Mr.
Chakma said. It also said
that quit notices issued by
any group, “which tanta-
mount to threats to the life
and liberty” of the com-
munities concerned,
“should be dealt with in ac-
cordance with the law”

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Don’t violate the Supreme Court
judgment on Chakma-Hajong
issue

ATHHT-ETST e, TR JUH HIc &
HHA BT STHYT | B

A rights activist and member of the core
group of the National Human Rights
Commission has warned officials in
Arunachal Pradesh against violating the
Supreme Court’s 1996 judgment, seeking the
protection of the rights of all Chakma and
Hajong people living in the State since the
1960s.

AFATISR STdHdl SR P AFAIRISR
TANT & DR JU P UG A UM UG &
TGl & T BId & 1996 & Had BT
I T B Pt AATa-l &t §, 5 1960 &
S G ST | ¥g- ard Jt Ireeur SR greii
T & SfUPRT t qRem & fore 3

e Senior officials and District Magistrates in
Arunachal Pradesh could face contempt of court if
they held a meeting with representatives of the All
Arunachal Pradesh Students’ Union (AAPSU) on
the contentious Chakma-Hajong issue, Suhas
Chakma, also director of the Delhi-based Rights
and Risks Analysis Group, said.

WR 3iTel PUITE Y= TgSeH FF1a (AAPSU) & Uil & ey S el &, i
3% FRETH SGHHAT B HriaTe! 81 Tohd! 8, U fweht fRua Irgew ts R
AR U & 33 Ger™T 9161 - $al

e In a notification on July 3, the State’s Home Department called for a meeting with
the AAPSU on Tuesday with a three-point agenda — deportation of illegal
immigrants, review and rectification of the voter list/electoral roll, and land
records and encroachment by Chakma-Hajong settlers.

3 JATS &I SIRI T HFRIET

T & T8

fAQUTT 3 HTOR B AAPSU & 1Y 935

W,W?ﬂqﬁg\aﬁmqﬁmm aﬁuwﬁlﬁﬁﬁaﬁam,m
TeAATE R #1 Fften ok GUR, 3R ArHHT-gTST sqTeel gRT YA Rels ik
faspon|

e The court had directed the State government to protect the life and personal
liberty of each Chakma and Hajong person from organised groups, Mr. Chakma

said.

3ETAd = I TRBR Dl YD ATHHT 3R BTSN AT & Siia 3R AfRRTT Tqa=an
BT QR A BT W foam o1 anfee 3 TIfea Tel ¥ QRigrd 2, T off = A wgnl

o It also said that quit notices issued by any group, “which tantamount to threats to
the life and liberty” of the communities concerned, “should be dealt with in
accordance with the law.”
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FlVe Of Blhar famﬂy Witchcraft Allegation Killings in Bihar
burnt to death on
Wltchcraft allegation

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

Five members of a family,
three of them women,
were burnt alive in Purnia
district of Bihar over alle-
gation of practising witch-
craft, the police said. The
incident took place on Sun-
day night at Tetgama vil-
lage in the Muffasil police
station limits.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Purnia Deputy Inspector-
General of Police Pramod
Kumar Mandal said, “The
child of a resident, Ramdev
Mahto, fell ill and he had
approached Babulal
Oraon, 50, for treatment
but the child did not sur-
vive. The death happened
three days ago. Hence,
Oraon and his family were
beaten with sticks and then
burnt alive. The bodies
were stuffed into sacks and
dumped.”

Mr. Mandal further said
that three persons were ar-
rested in connection with
the incident and a tractor
used to dump the bodies
was seized.

The murders were wit-
nessed by Oraon’s 16-year-
old son, who managed to
escape and inform his ma-
ternal grandparents. The
deceased were identified
as Oraon, Sita Devi, 48, Ka-
to Devi, 65, Manjit Oraon,

Relatives mourn the murder of
five in the name of witchcraft
in Purnea on Monday. ANI

25, and Rani Devi, 23.

The 16-year-old told the
media that his mother was
accused of performing
witchcraft and a meeting
was held under the leader-
ship of Nakul Oraon.
“About 200 people attend-
ed the meeting. My father
and mother were called
and the villagers decided
to kill them. They were as-
saulted with sticks and
then burnt alive. Their bo-
dies were loaded on a trac-
tor and dumped,” the boy
said.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Assembly Te-
jashwi Yadav said “anarchy
is at its peak in Bihar” and
“law and order has col-
lapsed”. He further said
while “criminals are alert,
the Chief Minister is un-
conscious”.

fIER A cR-Clceh & IRIY | gAY

In a horrific incident in Purnia district of Bihar,
five members of a family, including three women,
were burnt alive over allegations of practising
witchcraft, according to the police. The tragedy
occurred on Sunday night in Tetgama village,
falling under the Musail police station limits.

g & gfofar Rra § QR & IgER eM-aled &
3RIY # TP UaR & Ui Jedi, o= d i Afgang
e f, ot Rigr star fear wan g8 warag gen
AR 3T B A YT &F & il TemHT Wa |

GEL

o Explaining the sequence of events, Purnia Deputy
Inspector-General of Police Pramod Kumar Mandal
said that the child of a local resident Ramdev Mahto fell ill
and was taken for treatment to Babulal Oraon, aged 50,
but unfortunately the child died three days ago. Following
this, angered villagers attacked Oraon and his family,
first beating them with sticks and then burning them
alive. After committing the crime, the bodies were stuffed
into sacks and dumped elsewhere.

He 1 & JTFSRI od g€ gfofar & yfera Sumsriers
A AR WS - gadl [& R Farf Ivea Agal &1
I SR TST 3R 3Tl & forg 3¢ 50 aifa srgara Iwia
& I < ST T, qifeh guiaaR 9= @ g diF fem
Ugd 8l T3 | 39 alg, RIS ATHI 7 3R 3R 30D
TRER IR gHaT far, uga anfeal & der 3iR i fiiar
ST | TRTY 3 ST P WAl DY ST H WP Bl
3R B fam mam|

¢ Mr. Mandal also informed that three persons were
arrested in connection with the murders, and the tractor
used to transport and dump the bodies was also seized.

ft Hed A M IarT fh 39 sThis & RalRa # diF
P! IRUAR forar a1 § 3R 9t &1 & 9 & forw sxaara ot
T$ aeT Y i Sied B o T R

e The entire crime was witnessed by Oraon’s 16-year-old son, who somehow
escaped and informed his maternal grandparents about the gruesome murders.

T g1 & TTAT8 94 S1d P 16 TG A, O fHeil IRE U 30 AFI-AT &I 59
HATGE 81 B STHBRI o H THd &7
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o The victims of the attack were identified as Babulal Oraon, Sita Devi (48 years old),
Kato Devi (65 years old), Manjit Oraon (25 years old), and Rani Devi (23 years
old).
mﬁnﬁwaﬁﬂﬁﬁqﬁmmm, ¥t 34t (48 at), Frel ¢t (65 aH),
Toftd 309 (25 TH) SR I 3t (23 9h) F FUH g2 B

e According to the 16-year-old son, his mother was accused by some villagers of
practising witchcraft, after which a meeting was called under the leadership of
Nakul Oraon, where about 200 people gathered. During this meeting, his father
and mother were summoned, and the villagers decided to kill them. He narrated that
his parents were beaten with sticks, burnt alive, and their bodies were loaded on
a tractor and dumped.

16 T 9¢ & IR, WWW@Wﬁaﬁ-aﬁwﬁm&nﬁuwm,
S 91¢ AP d IRd & Ada U U d3d s FOTIH TRTHAT 200 AT =M gUI
Y do® B 39D ATAT-FAdT o) Famrr a1 3R Tigaral 7 3= AR &1 Haar fom | 39
IarT fo IHb AI-Ua o1 arfeal | dier war, ffer srar fean wa, SR S9e 2l 31
eaex W A B faam |

¢ Reacting sharply to the incident, Leader of the Opposition in the Bihar Assembly
Tejashwi Yadav stated that “anarchy is at its peak in Bihar” and the “law and
order situation has completely collapsed”. He further criticised the government,
saying that while “criminals are alert”, the Chief Minister is unconscious.

39 Yo W A ufdfshar e rd gu fagR faurayn & faug & a1 deredt arga A
H51 o "fAgR ¥ SRIG®dr TR WR " 3IR "PIH-AaTRIT ¥ TRE @@ gl 15 8" |
B@ﬁﬂgﬁﬂﬁ&nﬁwaﬂﬁ@&nﬁﬁr%ﬁw JRTH Had g, I8 gt
el

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s
daily quiz: 1. This revolutionary group in Bengal
served as a militant wing of the Anushilan Samiti. Ans:
Jugantar

2. This revolutionary died fighting British forces on the
banks of the Buribalam river in Odisha in 1915. Ans:
Bagha Jatin (Jatindranath Mukherjee)

3. The Chittagong Armoury Raid of 1930 was led by
which this revolutionary. Ans: Surya Sen

4. This revolutionary was hanged for the Writers’
Building attack in 1931. Ans: Dinesh Gupta

5. This person founded the Communist Consolidation,
a political group formed by inmates of the Cellular Jail
in 1935. Ans: Hare Krishna Konar

6. Acharya’s dissatisfaction with Congress politics led
him to write for this leftist publication. Ans: Freedom
(an anarchist periodical)

7. The legal charge against the defendants in the
Meerut Conspiracy Case under the Indian Penal Code.
Ans: Section 121A - Conspiracy to wage war
against the King

Visual: Identify this man. Ans: Asaf Ali
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1. Jugantar

Jugantar was a revolutionary group in Bengal and functioned as a militant
offshoot of the Anushilan Samiti.

Leaders: Aurobindo Ghosh, Barindra Ghosh, and Bhupendranath Datta.
Activities included bomb-making, assassinations, and armed robberies to fund
revolutionary work.

2. Bagha Jatin (Jatindranath Mukherjee)

A prominent revolutionary who believed in armed struggle against British rule.
Fought British troops near Buribalam River in Odisha in 1915.

Known for his valor and leadership in the Indo-German Conspiracy during
World War 1.

Nicknamed “Bagha” (Tiger) after he killed a tiger barehanded.

3. Surya Sen

Led the Chittagong Armoury Raid on April 18, 1930.

Goal: To seize weapons and disrupt British communication systems.
Surya Sen was also known as Masterda.

Hanged by the British in 1934 after brutal torture.

4. Dinesh Gupta

A young revolutionary associated with Bengal Volunteers.

Along with Badal and Binoy, attacked the Writers’ Building in Kolkata in 1930 to
assassinate British officials.

The trio became symbols of youth-led armed resistance.

Dinesh was captured and executed in 1931.

5. Hare Krishna Konar

While imprisoned in Cellular Jail (Andaman), he founded Communist
Consolidation in 1935.

It was a Marxist-Leninist group that shaped the prison into a centre for
ideological training.

Later, he became a key figure in the Communist Party of India.

6. Freedom (An Anarchist Periodical)

Acharya, possibly M.P.T. Acharya, was a revolutionary who turned towards
anarchism after leaving Congress.

He contributed to Freedom, a radical periodical that criticized imperialism and
parliamentary democracy.

Advocated complete statelessness and individual liberty, influenced by
European anarchist thought.

7. Section 121A — IPC

In the Meerut Conspiracy Case (1929-1933), several trade unionists and
communists were arrested.

The charge: Waging war or conspiracy to wage war against the British Crown.
Section 121A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) was invoked.

Notable accused: S.A. Dange, Muzaffar Ahmad, and Philip Spratt.

8. Asaf Ali
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A prominent nationalist, freedom fighter, and lawyer.

Defended revolutionaries like Bhagat Singh in court.

Later became India's Ambassador to the USA and Governor of Odisha.
Played an important role in India’s legal and diplomatic efforts during the
freedom struggle.

Mains (GS Paper I):
e "The role of revolutionary groups in India’s freedom struggle was short-lived but
highly influential." Discuss.
e Analyze the significance of the Chittagong Armoury Raid in igniting armed
nationalist resistance.

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And International
Relations)

1. Supreme Court to hear roll revision pleas on July 10

I BIE 10 FaTE B AaerdT GH G qrirprai
TR AT P

2. Trump issues threat of extra 10% tariffs on BRICS
nations

<™ A BRICS ¢ R 3ifafkad 10% e evm= &t
qqat &t

3. Maharashtra House panel moves against Kamra and
Andhare

HERTY 318H 99d o HHIST iR YR & f@are wea

4. India will give new form to BRICS in 2026: Modi

YR 2026 H BRICS &I 79T WY SIT: AL
5. SIR Challenge in Supreme Court

JiiH ®I< # SIR I

6. Fostering a commitment to stop maternal deaths

A1q 9 B A & g i 1 sgrar

7. Women MSMEs still struggle for credit despite
schemes
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. Remaking the Nuclear Order in West Asia
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On the Golden Dome: how Trump’s missile shield
tests space law
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SC will hear roll revision pleas on July 10

Opposition parties, NGOs, and activists move top
court challenging the legality of the exercise

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I on Monday agreed
to hear urgently on

July 10 a batch of petitions
challenging the legality of
the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls
being conducted by the
Election Commission in
poll-bound Bihar.

The petitions were men-
tioned for early hearing be-
fore a Bench of Justices
Sudhanshu Dhulia and Joy-
malya Bagchi by a battery
of lawyers, including se-
nior advocates Kapil Sibal,
A.M. Singhvi, Gopal Sanka-
ranarayanan, and Shadan
Farasat. The Bench asked
the petitioners to supply
the Centre, the Election
Commission, the Attorney-
General, and other respon-
dents with copies of their
petitions in advance.

The petitioners for
whom the mentioning was
made in the morning in-

cluded Rashtriya Janata
Dal MP Manoj Jha, Trina-
mool Congress MP Mahua
Moitra, the non-govern-
mental organisations Asso-
ciation for Democratic Re-
forms and People’s Union
for Civil Liberties, and acti-
vist Yogendra Yadav.

However, the day saw
the challenge against the
exercise gain further mo-
mentum, with leaders
from various other Opposi-
tion parties, including K.C.
Venugopal of the Congress,
Supriya Sule of the Nation-
alist Congress Party (SP),
D. Raja of the Communist
Party of India, Harendra
Malik of the Samajwadi
Party, Arvind Sawant of
the Shiv Sena (UBT), Sar-
fraz Ahmed of the Jhark-
hand Mukti Morcha, and
Dipankar Bhattacharya of
the CPI(ML) Liberation
moving the top court.

Mr. Sibal informed the
Bench that the need for an
urgent hearing and an inte-
rim relief of stay of the

They say crores of people in the election-bound
State face the prospect of disenfranchisement

Serious questions:The petitioners variously argued that the SIR shifted the onus of being on the voters’
list from the state to the citizens. ANI

June 24 notification an-
nouncing the SIR was ne-
cessary as crores of voters
from marginalised sections
of society had been put on
a tight leash to produce
documents to prove their
domicile or face the pros-
pect of disenfranchise-

ment. The petitioners’ side
urged the Bench to issue
notice to the EC and en-
sure that the poll body ex-
plain its “ill-timed and has-
ty” decision to conduct the
exercise in Bihar.

Mr. Sibal said the last
date for the submission of

the enumeration forms
was July 25.

“‘No prior consultation’

The applicant’s name
would not feature on the
draft electoral rolls, to be
published on August 1, if
the forms were not submit-

Immediately stop
roll revision, say
INDIA leaders

PATNA

Demanding a halt to the
special intensive revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls in poll-bound
Bihar, INDIA bloc leaders on
Monday said the Election
Commission was in a confused
situation. The INDIA bloc
coordination committee,
headed by the Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) leader
Tejashwi Yadav, asked the
Election Commission to

stop the SIR immediately and
continue it after the

election. » PAGE 5

ted in time.

Mr. Jha, in his petition,
argued that the decision
was taken by the poll body
without prior consultation
with political parties and
would be employed to
“justify aggressive and
opaque revisions of electo-

Supreme Court to hear roll revision pleas on July 10

i B 10 FaTE B Agrar G Ao ariRrereii w
gAd1g ST

The Supreme Court on Monday agreed to hear urgently on July 10 a batch of

petitions challenging the legality of the special intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls being conducted by the Election Commission in poll-bound

Bihar.

giH ®1¢ 3 GHaR 3 10 JaTs &f f9gR | g9
mm@ﬁﬂwwyﬁw(sm)aﬁmﬁ%waﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁw
IRISTS IR dehTd JAaTs & o Jgafd &f

e The petitions were mentioned for early hearing before a Bench of Justices

Sudhanshu Dhulia and Joymalya Bagchi by a battery of lawyers, including senior

A yga A= smaT gr1

advocates Kapil Sibal, A.M. Singhvi, Gopal Sankaranarayanan, and Shadan
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Bench told to ensure EC explain its ‘ill-timed and
hasty’ decision to conduct the exercise in Bihar

ral rolls that disproportion-
ately target Muslim, Dalit,
and poor migrant
communities”.

The petitioners con-
tended that the SIR pro-
cess violated the provi-
sions of the Representation
of the People Act, 1950 and
Rule 21A of the Registra-
tion of Electors Rules,
1960. The petitioners va-
riouslyargued that the SIR
shifted the onus of being
on the voters’ list from the
state to the citizens.

Appearing for the Asso-
ciation for Democratic Re-
forms, advocate Prashant
Bhushan said the SIR pro-
cess had “excluded identi-
fication documents such as
Aadhaar or ration cards
which further make margi-
nalised communities and
the poor more vulnerable
to exclusion from voting”.

EDITORIAL

» PAGE 8
1977 VERDICT
» PAGE 5
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Trferepraft @ = Uiz yferar 3R SrauTes IR @ de & THe oy
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e The Bench asked the petitioners to supply the Centre, the Election Commission,
the Attorney General, and other respondents with copies of their petitions in
advance.

e A FifdIwarel ¥ $gl i d g WReR, FHatea smanT, seiH sv R ¢k s
gfcrarfedl &1 sroeit anfaetsll &t ufaat gd § Iuasy HRIU|
e The petitioners for whom the mentioning was made in the morning included
Rashtriya Janata Dal MP Manoj Jha, Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra, the
non-governmental organisations Association for Democratic Reforms and
People’s Union for Civil Liberties, and activist Yogendra Yadav.

qee o AR dian 3 e Seekg fopar T, STH IR 1 g & g A
T, JUIE SR B iRIg HgT WA, TRINGRT T34 THTRYTRE BIR SHIb P
Wmﬁmmmmwm,amwmmmm
|

e The day saw the challenge against the exercise gain further momentum, with leaders
from various other Opposition parties, including K.C. Venugopal of the Congress,
Supriya Sule of the Nationalist Congress Party (SP), D. Raja of the Communist
Party of India, Harendra Malik of the Samajwadi Party, Arvind Sawant of the
Shiv Sena (UBT), Sarfraz Ahmed of the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha, and Dipankar
Bhattacharya of the CPI(ML) Liberation moving the top court.

39 {37 39 onag & fae® gt & 3R 9 fira, 519 fafvs faueft gal & Jar o
% w199 & &.3t. dupmuTa, Trg'q'lzﬁmuﬁ(smaﬁgiﬁmgﬁ YR
mﬁwuﬁf%é’r ITIT, gHTSIaTS) urdf & gvs wiere, fRrad=r (UBT) & 3Rfde
Tad, Wgﬁrﬁﬁ%mm 3R HTHUT (WTR) ferav=H & iz
ﬂ-@ﬂﬁﬁlﬂgﬂ’mﬁémwﬁml

e Mr. Sibal informed the Bench that the need for an urgent hearing and an interim
relief of stay of the June 24 notification announcing the SIR was necessary as
crores of voters from marginalised sections of society had been put on a tight
leash to produce documents to prove their domicile or face the prospect of
disenfranchisement.

ot firsge 7 e &1 Iarn o 24 A & A=, fS 9 SIR &1 9iwon &1 718 o,
IR AT FAATS 3R SHARH AP AT ¢ Riifch JAS & gAY R TSl PRISI
Tderare i 30 e I (SIS d) & Afad S+ & T gwdrasl Rdd &
& TorT AoTsy o ST @1 ], ST 4 Hderar Gat | 918 61 9dhd 6|

e The petitioners’ side urged the Bench to issue notice to the EC and ensure that the

poll body explain its “ill-timed and hasty” decision to conduct the exercise in
Bihar.

gifaepIamdisl 3 Uis ¥ 3Ry faran for a8 fatas smaiT &t Jifew 9t Y ok g
AT HR & M fagR o 39 3nar &1 R4 & “3RIHd 3R Segarsit W fAofa”

BT WPIHIT S|

Objections and Legal Arguments on Electoral Roll Revision

Aagar Gt TRI&0T R TRl 3R ST ab

e Mr. Sibal said the last date for the submission of the enumeration forms was July

25.
ot Rrssat 3 FgT1 o T o &1 5|1 B 1 sifaw fafy 25 qars o
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e The applicant’s name would not feature on the draft electoral rolls, to be published
on August 1, if the forms were not submitted in time.

g HIH IHT IR SHT g1 fhT Y, A 3MTdGH BT ATH 1 SRR DI YHIRId 51 arell
URTYS Hagar =1 § a1 g

¢ Mr. Jha, in his petition, argued that the decision was taken by the poll body without
prior consultation with political parties and would be employed to “justify
aggressive and opaque revisions” of electoral rolls that disproportionately target
Muslim, Dalit, and poor migrant communities.
st g7 U At B da o fos ag Fofa gama smanT g1 fomr gd .=t &
i gal & foram T SiR ST SUART AdaTdl Yt & “3MMhTHS 3R IURGRIf
TR DT TG 6 & fod fopan smam, S faRly = u 9 gfvaw, afea ok Wie
AT YT ®I Sfad &4 A YHIfad S|

e The petitioners contended that the SIR process violated the provisions of the
Representation of the People Act, 1950, and Rule 21A of the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960.

ifeTandiail 3 do fear f sIR ufskar 7 1950 & &1 ufafAfire srfifaaw 3k 1960
& HAGIAT YsilRol fAad} & | 21A & Uray™i &1 Ieerd- fpar gl

e The petitioners variously argued that the SIR shifted the onus of being on the
voters’ list from the state to the citizens.

gfeeramdiaelt 3 faftrs df o Fet f SIR ufsrar 3 Haarar gt & 9 g1 &t Smier:
I A ARG IR RIFARd $3 &1 g

o Appearing for the Association for Democratic Reforms, advocate Prashant
Bhushan said the SIR process had “excluded identification documents” such as
Aadhaar or ration cards, which further make marginalised communities and the
poor more vulnerable to exclusion from voting.

THIRIURM BIR SUIhied RBIR & 3R I U= 3ifadar u=iid Yo - &gl b SIR
ufshar 3 “Ugard GETdul W SR BTS T I PTe Bl 918 P a1 27, v
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Trump issues
threat of extra
10% tariffs on
BRICS nations

...........................

...........................

Agence France-Presse
RIO DE JANEIRO

U.S. President Donald
Trump has threatened Chi-
na, India, and some of the
world’s  fastest-emerging
economies with higher im-
port tariffs, hitting back at
BRICS’s criticism of his
trade policies as the 11-na-
tion bloc concludes its two-
day summit in Rio de Janei-
ro on Monday.

On Sunday, leaders of
the bloc — which also in-
cludes U.S. allies Brazil,
Saudi Arabia, and Indone-
sia — described Mr.
Trump’s stop-start tariff
wars as “indiscriminate”,
damaging, and illegal,
drawing a quick rebuke
from the pugilistic U.S. Pre-
sident. “Any Country align-
ing themselves with the
Anti-American policies of
BRICS, will be charged an
ADDITIONAL 10% Tariff.
There will be no excep-
tions to this policy,” Mr.
Trump wrote on social
media.

BRICS members ac-
count for about half the
world’s population and
40% of global economic
output.

Defending the bloc,
which accounts for about
half of the world’s popula-
tion, as “an important plat-
form for cooperation bet-
ween developing
countries”, China on Mon-
day insisted that BRICS was
not seeking confrontation
with the U.S.

“China has repeatedly
stated its position that
trade and tariff wars have
no winners and protection-
ism offers no way for-
ward,” Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Mao Ning
said.
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Trump issues threat of extra 10% tariffs on BRICS
nations

<™ A BRICS ¢ R 3ifafvad 10% e evm &t
HD! I

U.S. President Donald Trump has threatened China, India, and
some of the world’s fastest-emerging economies with higher
import tariffs, hitting back at BRICS’s criticism of his trade policies
as the 11-nation bloc concludes its two-day summit in Rio de
Janeiro on Monday.

et wgufa siATes gra A 94, YR iR gfar 91 o st |
ST rdeaaRT3ii &1 I ATATT J[eh A DI YWDI &I §, RNNfH
11 330 ¥ BRICS IYE A MHAR H ) St et # @ fRawfia Rrex
HHA & 3id | 3! AR faal B et &

+«On Sunday, leaders of the bloc — which also includes U.S. allies Brazil,
Saudi Arabia, and Indonesia — described Mr. Trump’s stop-start tariff wars
as “indiscriminate, damaging, and illegal”’, drawing a quick rebuke from the
pugilistic U.S. President.

IdarR &) 39 g & Adreit — S smif¥eT & Jgantt sehd, Tt sRa
IR SSHRM 1 A § — 3 T & I-3P Y Ta a1 SR® i B
“3HUTYY, JHAHED SR e T, T SpTHS SRS Iyufd Ht
ot wfaforar A S

«“Any Country aligning themselves with the Anti-American policies of
BRICS, will be charged an ADDITIONAL 10% Tariff. There will be no
exceptions to this policy,” Mr. Trump wrote on social media.

oft ooy 2 iz Wifsar w foran, o w18 off 31 BRICS Ft sy faxieht
el & Ty e o) sl 7, 39 W tfalad 10% Rw wwman smevm | 39 Hifd
H P 3Uare gl grT I’

+BRICS members account for about half the world’s population and 40% of
global economic output.

BRICS W& oxI # &t T et SrraTdt SR A snfdfes SeaTeA
BT 40% feeaT T |

eDefending the bloc, which accounts for about half of the world’s population,
as “an important platform for cooperation between developing countries”,
China on Monday insisted that BRICS was not seeking confrontation with the

u.s.
I A HHAR S GG BT 9919 $HRd gU, oy gHam &t am meft Srard
XA 8, 8T b T fapraxiia i & S JgaiT &1 U Agayul #9 3 3R
BRICS 3MAR®T & 91y YUy gl gl

«“China has repeatedly stated its position that trade and tariff wars have no
winners and protectionism offers no way forward,” Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Mao Ning said.

fc=T o ot yae |rei f41 3 T, “d 9R-9R U8 % g@T & b =R
3R 2w gl A B3 faotar 81 giaT 3R TRevraTe 3t &1 w1 A8l 2 I”
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Maharashtra House
panel moves against
Kamra and Andhare

Vinava Deshgande Pandit

The Prmleges Committee
of the Maharashtra Legisla-
tive Council has decided to
issue a show-cause notice
to stand-up comedian Ku-
nal Kamra and Shiv Sena
(UBT) leader Sushama And-
hare. The 11-member com-
mittee has approved the
proposal with a full majori-
ty, Prasad Lad, BJP MLC
and the chairperson of the
committee, told The Hindu
on Monday.

“The proposal has been
accepted by everyone. It
has now gone for legal opi-
nion. Soon thereafter, the
show-cause notice will be
sent to both of them by the
police,” he said.

The grounds of the
showcause notice are — in-
sult to Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde and the State of
Maharashtra, and the us-
age of expressions insulting
the State Legislature.
“Sushama Andhare issued
comments in support of
Kamra and made similar
comments,” Mr. Lad said.

Once the notice is is-
sued, the respondent is
asked to give a written rep-
ly within 15 days. Failure to
do so leads to a second
thw-rmlﬂp nntice Tn rage

Kunal Kamra

the respondent does not
respond to three notices,
the committee can ask the
police to arrest them, Mr.
Lad said. Thereafter, their
statement is recorded in
front of the committee.

“The respondent can
choose to apologise, or be
represented by a lawyer if
we give them the permis-
sion to, or put forth their
side by themselves. Wha-
tever decision the commit-
tee takes thereafter, is the
final decision. Even the
courts have no jurisdiction
in the matter,” he said.

The motion was pro-
posed against Mr. Kamra
for his stand-up comedy in
March 2025, in which he
sang a parody song about
Deputy Chief Minister Ek-
nath Shinde. Shiv Sena
workers had thereafter ran-
sacked the comedy club
where the show was per-
formed
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Maharashtra House panel moves
against Kamra and Andhare

HERTY 3139 U9d A HHlaT 3R SUR
& fQaTw ®eH IeTaT

The Privileges Committee of the Maharashtra
Legislative Council has decided to issue a show-
cause notice to stand-up comedian Kunal Kamra
and Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sushama Andhare.

weRTy faurd ufvug @1 faRwfuer wffa 4
WS- HAFSYT Fune HTHRT 3R RaA=1 (usd)
ﬁmgqmaruﬁﬁaﬁwﬁﬁqmﬁmﬁ
oot ferar 31

e The 11-member committee has approved the
proposal with a full majority, Prasad Lad, BJP MLC and
the chairperson of the committee, told The Hindu on
Monday. I8 11 Wmﬁwwwa@a@r
HoR fban B, T8 s1d yeidT faur uRve gew iR affa &
eHe UG 1S 1 7 /6 ! IR &l gaTs |
e “The proposal has been accepted by everyone. It has
now gone for legal opinion. Soon thereafter, the show-
cause notice will be sent to both of them by the police,”
he said. “T8 U&i1d G GRT Wi [haT T 51 34 5
BT I & T TSl 7 51 3P QR 916 IN-BROT
ifew 3% gfer gRT Welt SIen,” 351+ el
e The grounds of the show-cause notice are — insult to
Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and
the State of Maharashtra, and the usage of expressions
gsultmg the State Legmlature%ﬁﬁ?ﬁ? qifeq & SR
— HERTY BQH@HﬂIEEb_-lTH HERTY XY &l
3UAM, 3R o4 fAYUTRST B1 U~ H aTd Wsal BT
SUTNT|

e “Sushama Andhare issued comments in support of
Kamra and made similar comments,” Mr. Lad said. “gUHT

SR ¥ PTIRT BT WHI P4 g et & ik wa Rt o5 > @re I w8l
e Once the notice is issued, the respondent is asked to give a written reply within 15
days. Failure to do so leads to a second show-cause notice. Tdh dRR ey IR E»Pf
M WR, ufaard! § 15 fef & sieR frfaa stare 37 &1 w81 Sa1 g1 9ad 9 74 W
SR IN-HROT feT R foar S g
e In case the respondent does not respond to three notices, the committee can ask
the police to arrest them, Mr. Lad said. Thereafter, their statement is recorded in

front of the committee. Wm?ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁwqﬁh a‘r'\criﬁﬁrgm%}
It FRTRY &1 3R R THhalt 5, TS - Hell TUD 91G 3101 a9 ArAfd &
TTHA &St [T ST g
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e “The respondent can choose to apologise, or be represented by a lawyer if we give
them the permission to, or put forth their side by themselves. Whatever decision the
committee takes thereafter, is the final decision. Even the courts have no

jurisdiction in the matter,” he said. “gfaare] HI®T ARET YT b dl % g7 Eﬂm &@Iﬂ%l
¥ U qold gRT UG $al 9ol 6, a1 W 301 Ul 3@ Iobdl ¢ | S dig
iRl grr o o Fofa foran Sran 8, 9 sifaw fofa a1 81 9 et A sreterat #1
DIg AUBR & 71 gid1,” ITI Bl

e The motion was proposed against Mr. Kamra for his stand-up comedy in
March 2025, in which he sang a parody song about Deputy Chief Minister Eknath

Shinde. Ig U¥Td HIY 2025 § # AT & WS-3M0 BIAS! & R¥aTs Tdiad far
a7 T, ford 381 Ui Ty fRid & aR F ve tRISt e T

o Shiv Sena workers had thereafter ransacked the comedy club where the show

was performed. 3% dT¢ RIGIAT HRIGATST 3 I HIAS! Fad UR gHAT b1 STal
g 2N Hferd fobar mam ol
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India will give new form
to BRICS in 2026: Modi

India prioritised issues of Global South during leadership of G-20, and will take BRICS forward

in the spirit of humanity first, says PM as New Delhi prepares to take over chairmanship of forum

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia will attempt to
l give a “new form” to

BRICS next year, said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in his intervention at
the grouping’s summit in
Rio De Janeiro on Monday,
as the Indian side prepared
to take over its leadership
from current president
Brazil.

“Under India’s BRICS
presidency, we will work to
define BRICS in a new
form. BRICS will mean
Building Resilience and In-
novation for Cooperation
and Sustainability. Just as,
during our G-20 chairman-
ship, we gave priority to
the issues of the Global
South in the agenda, simi-
larly during our chairman-
ship of BRICS, we will take
this forum forward in the
spirit of people-centricity
and humanity first,” said
Mr. Modi speaking at the
session on “Environment,
COP30 and  Global
Health”.

Mr. Modi dealt with a
number of topics, includ-
ing the post-pandemic re-
covery of the global econo-
my, and called for global

United for a cause: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with BRICS members, partners and outreach invitee
countries during a group picture at the BRICS Summit in Rio de Janeiro on Monday. ANI

cooperation in combating
common threats. “The CO-
VID pandemic taught us
that viruses do not come
taking visas, and solutions,
too are not chosen by look-
ing at passports. The solu-
tion to common challenges
is possible only through
joint efforts,” he said.
Earlier, talking at a seg-
ment of the BRICS summit,
Mr. Modi shared the Indian
position on Artificial Intel-
ligence and said, “We be-
lieve that AI governance,
addressing concerns and
encouraging innovation
should both receive equal

priority” Mr. Modi also
held a number of bilateral
meetings on the sidelines
of the BRICS summit.
Among those who met
Mr. Modi were President
Miguel Diaz-Canel Bermu-
dez of Cuba, Prime Minis-
ter Anwar Ibrahim of Ma-
laysia, President Yamandu
Orsi of Uruguay and Presi-
dent of Bolivia Luis Alberto
Arce Catacora. “We talked
about the need for improv-
ing and diversifying trade
linkages on a priority basis.
We discussed how we can
collaborate in sectors such
as digital technology, criti-

cal minerals, healthcare,
space and more. Also con-
veyed my best wishes on
the historic occasion of Bo-
livia’s 200 years of Inde-
pendence,” Mr. Modi said.

Mr. Modi’s participation
in the closing day of the 17
BRICS summit will be fol-
lowed by a state visit to
Brazil that is scheduled to
begin on Tuesday at the Al-
vorado Palace. During his
stay in Brasilia, Mr. Modi
will hold restricted and de-
legation-level talks and at-
tend a lunch hosted by Pre-
sident Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva.

India will give new form to BRICS in 2026: Modi

YRd 2026 H BRICS &1 =141 WY SIT: HIGH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, during the BRICS summit in Rio De Janeiro,

announced that India will attempt to give a “new form” to BRICS when it takes

over the leadership from Brazil in 2026. He said, “Under India’s BRICS
presidency, we will redefine BRICS as Building Resilience and Innovation for
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Cooperation and Sustainability.

YUTHAT % Al A Rt St sfva ¥ smaifora BRICS W@ d &gl fo WRa
2026 T fYRT BT Aqd TUTAD THT 3 TH “741 WEY” | S6I4 BT, “HRd
@1 BRICS SHEdT %?‘IBT‘[E‘H BRICS &I Building Resilience and Innovation for
Cooperation and Sustainability & 9§ gfRRyria s 17

o He added that just as India, during its G-20 presidency, gave priority to the issues of
the Global South, similarly during its BRICS leadership, the forum will be advanced
with the spirit of people-centricity and humanity first.

38 e f gl o5 S G-20 SrederdT & SR YR A af¥yes gféror & gei
UTfiedr <1, 98 8 BRICS H&T & SR 59 HY & SPigddl i ATFadl Ugd
P HIGAT I 3{FT TSI S|

e Speaking at the session on “Environment, COP-30 and Global Health”, Mr. Modi
emphasized the need for global cooperation to face common challenges. Referring
to the COVID-19 pandemic, he said that viruses do not require visas, and solutions
should not be bound by passports, highlighting that only through joint efforts can
these common challenges be resolved.

“TgTaRuT, COP-30 3R AfYer warea” T3 # Siaid gu ot M 3 Iy gAfaal &
T A & e af¥yes TgdivT &1 SiawgeddT W §d {1 3519 CoVID-19 HETaTR)
&1 §aATdT od §U gl b araRy dIWT AP gl 31d, 3R THIUH Urué 3@y el
iﬁ\-:%% 3 10 R OR a1 o Faa Tgert vl 9 gt 4 IR gl ol ST
JHd 5

e On the topic of Artificial Intelligence, Mr. Modi said that Al governance, addressing
ethical concerns, and promoting innovation should be treated with equal priority.
P gigun (Al) & fava W f A1 3 He1 6 Al =, Afae fdrsh 1 daifea
BT 3R AR B! T 1T SA—3- IH & FHE UTdferar &) 9t Tz

e On the sidelines of the summit, Mr. Modi held several bilateral meetings. He met
Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel Bermudez, Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim, Uruguayan President Yamandu Orsi, and Bolivian President Luis
Alberto Arce Catacora.

e & GRHE 9 Hidl 3 33 fjueha dod o1 ST AT P frqua feume-
P TYSH, HARRT & TUH 3R ga1eH, 394 & guig St 3R
Frefifaar & Iyufa geu Sreael S FeTdRT I gaTHTd B |

e During these meetings, they discussed the importance of improving and
diversifying trade linkages, and explored cooperation in sectors such as digital
technology, critical minerals, healthcare, space, and others. Mr. Modi also
extended his best wishes to Bolivia on the 200th anniversary of its Independence.
S 96®! & R 361 IR Fae & YR MR fAfadhioor o srawaswdar = ==
B AR Rfrea Meifie), Teayel i, Tmea SauTd, safel 3R o aal &
HEdIT o SfaER] b1 Uell | &t A 3 SefifadT B! SHept 2004} Ferar auiTic R
PUHTIAN |

¢« Mr. Modi participated in the closing ceremony of the 17th BRICS Summit and will
embark on a state visit to Brazil beginning Tuesday at the Alvorada Palace.
During his visit to Brasilia, Mr. Modi will hold restricted and delegation-level talks
and attend a state luncheon hosted by Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva.

ot At 3 174 BRICS I & AT ARG H HIT foran 3R 98 HTaaR &1
SCARTST UAY I YE 811 I SToid & ASHIG SR TR I 811 39 arfiferar
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In SIR challenge, Supreme Court refers to 1977
judgment on Election Commission’s powers

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Even as a pitched legal bat-
tle lies ahead for the spe-
cial intensive revision (SIR)
exercise in Bihar, the Su-
preme Court on Monday
drew petitioners’ attention
to a judgment which ob-
served that the Constitu-
tion does not “exalt” the
Election Commission as a
“law unto itself”.

As Opposition parties
joined forces in the court,
claiming the SIR of electo-
ral rolls would inflict an ug-
ly dent on the rights of
crores from the marginal-
ised sections of Bihar so-
ciety, and even disenfran-
chise them,  Justice
Sudhanshu Dhulia, head-
ing a Division Bench, re-
ferred to the court’s 1977
judgment in M.S. Gill ver-
sus Chief Election Commis-

sioner, which said the “lit-
tle, large Indian shall not
be hijacked from the
course of free and fair elec-
tions... A free and fair elec-
tion based on universal
adult franchise is the
basic”.

The judgment was dis-
cussing the ambit of the
power of the EC under Ar-
ticle 324 of the Constitu-
tion. The Article gives the
poll body the power of “su-
perintendence, direction

and control” over “all
elections”.

‘Norms of fairness’
However, Justice V.R.

Krishna Iyer, who auth-
ored the 1977 judgment,
said an Election Commis-
sioner was still subject to
the “norms of fairness and
cannot act arbitrarily”.
“Article 324 does not ex-
alt the Election Commis-

P

sion into a law unto itself...
Unchecked power is alien
to our system... It is well-
established that when a
high functionary like the
Commissioner is vested
with wide powers, the law
expects him to act fairly
and legally. Discretion vest-
ed in a high functionary
may be reasonably trusted
to be used properly, not
perversely. If it is misused,
certainly the court has
power to strike down that
act,” Justice Iyer, who was

SIR Challenge in Supreme Court

e 1< & SIR Il

Article 324 does
Q! not exalt the EC

into a law unto
itself... Unchecked power
is alien to our system... If
it is misused, certainly
the court has power to
strike down that act
SCJUDGMENT OF 1977

part of the five-judge Con-
stitution Bench, had em-
phasised in the judgment,
which may come up pro-
minently for discussion in
the next hearing scheduled
for July 10.

The verdict was based
on a reference after the EC
cancelled the election to
the 13-Ferozepur Lok Sab-
ha constituency in Punjab
in 1977 after mob violence
broke out and ordered
fresh election. Mr. Gill had
challenged the decision,

claiming the violence was
orchestrated to thwart his
probable win. The court
upheld the EC’s power to
cancel the election and or-
der fresh polls under Arti-
cle 324 of the Constitution.

However, the court said
the power of the EC under
Article 324 to do whatever
was necessary to conduct
an election, for that matter,
any election, must not end
up creating a “constitution-
al despot”. The terms “su-
perintendence, direction
and control” as well as
“conduct of all elections”
were the “broadest” of
terms, Justice Iyer said.

These terms opened
doors to “myriad maybes,
too mystic to be precisely
presaged”. The EC could
explain away certain ac-
tions by justifying them as
necessary to reach the goal
of free and fair election.

In the SIR challenge, the Supreme Court referred to a 1977 judgment on the
Election Commission’s powers. As a pitched legal battle lies ahead regarding
the special intensive revision (SIR) exercise in Bihar, the Supreme Court on
Monday drew the petitioners’ attention to a judgment which observed that the
Constitution does not “exalt” the Election Commission as a “law unto itself”.

SIR AL

# G| S A 1977 & Fvfa 1 I fan it gATa ST 3 wrfdaa

¥ Haftd 81 o9 fIgR # faRiw w87 gAdievn (SIR) S1arT & fore ue a1 &1l
Tad 3 B, df glte SId A AR F arRieredis $1 e 39 g Y sk
feaman forad w1 Tan for dfaem gma emaw &t ~ad d S & FuH
wfeamfsa a8t Harl
e As Opposition parties united in the court, they claimed that the SIR of electoral
rolls would cause serious harm to the rights of crores of people from marginalised
sections of Bihar society, and could even disenfranchise them. Justice

Sudhanshu Dhulia, leading a Division Bench, referred to the 1977 judgment in the
case of M.S. Gill versus Chief Election Commissioner, which emphasized that the
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“little, large Indian” shall not be hijacked from the path of free and fair elections, as
a free and fair election based on universal adult franchise is the basic feature of
democracy.

o9 faueft gat 7 srerad W Udee §idR dob fad b Waerdr Gt &7 SIR fYeR qu=
& BIRT W WS HRIS! AN & BRI B TR T F THa UgamT iR 35
HafUeR | dfed o 3, @ fedioq o & sreqer =amayfd Uiz yferar 2 ww.wa.
et 919 g1 919 S & 1977 & BOd &1 I fohar, forad SR far mar
% "Bler-a8T URdIa" W@ MR fAreger gamat & arf 9 faafea =8 g et wifes
vﬁtﬁﬁgwmﬁwmmw&awﬁasﬁ?ﬁm&rwmﬁqﬁw
favar g

Scope of Election Commission’s Power under Article 324

ITE 324 F A5d GG ITANT B} R BT GRRT

The judgment discussed the scope of the power of the Election Commission under
Article 324 of the Constitution. This Article grants the Commission the power of
“superintendence, direction and control” over “all elections”.

forg & SfRum & SrJedq 324 ¥ d8d gHTG TART B fRTal & SRR W == &1 TS|
%M?Z&Waﬁwmmﬁé&m e iR fror &t = wem
CRGIR]

Norms of Fairness
ATIITIdT & ATFCS

However, Justice V.R. Krishna lyer, who authored the 1977 judgment, clarified that
even the Election Commissioner is bound by the norms of fairness and cannot
act arbitrarily. He stated that Article 324 does not elevate the Election Commission
into a “law unto itself’, and unchecked power is alien to India’s constitutional
system.

gTdifds, 1977 & fHofg & s =araefed d}.3MR. $w1 3R = Wy far & gAme
ST i UTTERTAT & HFGS! & 31efH 8 3R T99M & 3 1 781 X qheT|
IGi- Hal [ 3Iedq 324 AT TN P! "4 § ST & U § AfGHMIST o
H1 3R rfifira wfeT YRd & Haufie 4 & o 3rquged 21

It is a well-established principle that when a high functionary like the Election
Commissioner is vested with wide powers, the law expects him to act fairly and
legally. The discretion given to such an official is to be reasonably trusted for
proper use, and not for perverse purposes. If misused, the court has the power to
strike down such actions. This matter may come up prominently for discussion in
the next hearing scheduled for July 10.

Tg Rigid o3t qRe T ¢ o SId gHTT MY oY 3 USIUHR] &I fawga
el < STt €, A B SR ATRATd SR ST a8 I BT B Bt fuel
IRl ¢ | TY IR &l fean w1 faaw1iieR Sfua ©u d iy s g giar g i
I8 3BT HEY STURT BN 3R GEUART &Y | (S 37 fekiall 1 GEUGNT €l &
@ ISTAd & UM I B Pl TE, P BT UBR 3| T8 TET 10 TS B! Feifa
AT FAATS T W U § I el g

Background of the 1977 Case

1977 & HTIHA Dt GEYA
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This verdict was delivered in the context of a reference that arose after the Election
Commission cancelled the election to the 13-Ferozepur Lok Sabha
constituency in Punjab in 1977, following mob violence, and ordered fresh
elections.

Tg thaan 39 de & four T o1 51 1977 H USd @Y 13-fBRIeqR aeaut de
s &1 & SR gATT TART A g1 35 R far 3R T gH1a &1 e |

M.S. Gill, who was a candidate, challenged the cancellation, claiming that the
violence was orchestrated to prevent his probable win. The Supreme Court
upheld the Election Commission’s power under Article 324 to cancel the election
and order fresh polls.

TH.TY. fra, o vl 9, 31 S0 R0 & g &, I8 rdT 9 gu s g g
D YA St &1 AdhA & T AT & dgd HR1s 15 | Joitd BIc A gA1d Bl
E B IR T: TG B & oY SrIede 324 & dgd gHTd STANT o1 fed o1 gl

SexIdl|

Limits on EC’s Discretion

ATG T & fAAPTIRISR BT Jue

The court cautioned that the power of the Election Commission under Article 324,
though vast, must not result in the creation of a “constitutional despot”. The terms
“superintendence, direction and control” and “conduct of all elections” were
described by Justice lyer as the broadest terms, capable of wide interpretations.

SfETerd A TrdTa! &t b 3Iedg 324 & dgd IATT HTINT BT fkRTd, el IS o,
Afer 39 fopdt e e arTRITe™ &1 FHfor T8 g Ty | =amafe SR A
qdderr, R iR iz SR aft gTal &1 HeTeE SN Ysal 6! 9ad SIS
XTeg §ar, S favga samer ¥ya g

These phrases open doors to “myriad maybes”, which are too mystic to be
precisely predicted. The Election Commission could justify its actions by claiming
they are necessary to achieve free and fair elections.

3 Yeg "SRRI UTFATSH" & §R WA €, S 3+ Y64 Bid & P 3% qeld &4
| qatgaTfa 81 fbar o AT | AT SR 30+ B I T8 Hod 31ad SN
Tl ¢ fb d e iR freaer gl & 96T o1 UTed H1 & e Smaza® ¢ |
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n childbirth in India, why should 93
women lose their life while one lakh
women have a safe delivery? For the time
period 2019-21, the Maternal Mortality
Ratio (MMR) estimate for India was 93, in other
words, the proportion of maternal deaths per
1,00,000 live births, reported under the Sample
Registration System (SRS). “Maternal death is the
death of a woman while pregnant or within 42
days of termination of pregnancy, irrespective of
the duration and site of the pregnancy, from any
cause related to or aggravated by the pregnancy
or its management, but not from accidental or
incidental causes”. But the MMR in India has
declined over the years — it was 103 in 2017-19,
then 97 in 2018-20 and now 93 in 2019-21.

To understand the maternal mortality
situation better, States have been categorised into
three: “Empowered Action Group” (EAG) States
that comprise Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Assam; “Southern” States which
include Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu; and “Other” States that
cover the remaining States/Union Territories.

In the group of “Southern” States, Kerala has
the lowest MMR (20) and Karnataka the highest
(63). The rest of the data is Andhra Pradesh (46)
Telangana (45) and Tamil Nadu (49). In the EAG
States, Assam has a very high MMR (167); the rest
of the data is Jharkhand (51), and Madhya Pradesh
(175). Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand are in the 100-151
range. In the category of “Other” States.
Maharashtra is 38 and Gujarat 53; the rest of the
data is Punjab 98, Haryana 106 and West Bengal
109.

We need to have a differential approach in
strategy to reduce maternal deaths in the
different clusters of States. In this, addressing
three issues is fundamental. There are “three
delays” that lead to a mother dying, according to
Deborah Maine of Columbia University — I had
incorporated this in the training module on ‘Safe
Motherhood in India’ in 1992.

Key factors that endanger a life

The first delay is in recognising impending danger
and making a decision to rush and seek expert
care. The husband and other family members
often experience inertia, thinking that all
deliveries are a natural process and so the
mother-to-be can wait. Or they may not have
enough money or other issues at the family level
that prevent them from going to a hospital. If the
educational level of family members and their
financial position are weak, delaying decision
making is detrimental. But empowered,
neighbourhood mothers and women’s
self-help-groups have resulted in a remarkable
change; no longer is a mother-to-be neglected by
lethargic family members. Ever since Accredited

Dr. K.R. Antony

is a Public Health
Consultant in Kochi,
Kerala, who drafted
the first Safe
Motherhood module
for the Ministry of
Health on behalf

of UNICEF

The Maternal
Mortality Ratio
for India is on
the decline, but
there are States
that need to
focus on basic
and systemic
issues
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Social Health Activists (ASHA) began networking
with Auxiliary Nurse Midwives (ANM) since 2005
(when the National Rural Health Mission (NHRM)
was launched), institutional over home deliveries
have become the better option. The financial
incentives for the mother and ASHA were the
turning point.

The second delay is in transportation. From
remote rural hamlets and forest settlements or
faraway islands it may take many hours, or an
overnight journey for a mother-to-be to reach a
health facility with a skilled birth attendant
(midwife/staff nurse) or a doctor or an
obstetrician. Many women die on the way.
However, the 108 ambulance system and other
Emergency transport mechanisms under the
National Health Mission has made a difference.

Other problems

The third delay, an unpardonable one, is in
initiating specialised care at the health facility.
The excuses are plenty and difficult to justify — a
delay in attending to a woman in the emergency
room; a delay in reaching the obstetrician; a
delay in getting a blood donor, in laboratory
support, the operation theatre not being ready,
an anaesthetist not being available is a list that
can go on. The concept of the operationalisation
of a ‘minimum four FRUs [first referral units] per
district of two million population, is crucial. The
“first level referral unit” with specialists such as
an obstetrician, anaesthetist, paediatrician, blood
bank and operation theatre was aimed at
preventing maternal death at the doorstep of a
hospital.

Unfortunately, this has not worked out as
expected since 1992. There are problems such as
66% vacancies of specialists in 5,491 community
health centres out of which 2,856 are supposed to
be FRUs in 714 districts. The lack of blood banks
or blood storage units in these designated FRUs
was another reason for many mothers not
receiving adequate blood transfusion within two
hours of the onset of massive bleeding after
delivery, leading to fatalities.

The biggest killer is bleeding after delivery.
This could be due to inadequate and timely
contraction of an overstretched uterus with a
baby of three-kilogram weight floating in amniotic
fluids. When the placenta is separated after
delivery, the raw opened surfaces of the uterine
wall will bleed profusely unless it immediately
contracts. From a total reserve of five litres of
blood, more than half is lost in such a short
duration, resulting in the mother going into shock
and death. If there is underlying anaemia, which
has not been treated with iron folic acid
supplements in pregnancy, it will also result in
tragedy. Thus, there is a need for immediate
blood transfusion and emergency surgical care.

The next emergency is obstructed labour
where the contracted bony pelvis of an already

stunted young mother (who is also malnourished
and has low body mass index) does not allow the
normally grown baby to emerge. Prolonged
labour can lead to foetal distress and a lethal
rupture of the uterus. This can be avoided by a
Caesarean section. Thus, there is a need for a
well-equipped operation theatre and
obstetrician/ surgeon and an anaesthetist on call.
The third medical cause is hypertensive
disorders of pregnancy that are not recognised
and treated on time. They can result in a dire
emergency with convulsions and coma and very
little time to medically control high blood
pressure. There are some home deliveries by
untrained birth attendants which lead to trauma
and puerperal infection, resulting in sepsis and
death. Antibiotics could have saved their lives,
but the patient is admitted to hospital late. A
failure of contraceptive devices, resulting in
unwanted pregnancies and crude abortion
techniques by quacks, also leads to sepsis and
death. In EAG States, associated illnesses such as
malaria, chronic urinary tract infections and
tuberculosis are also high risk factors.

The focus areas for States

The prescription for averting maternal deaths is
early registration and routine antenatal care and
ensuring institutional delivery. Many of these
systemic deficiencies will be highlighted in the
mandatory reporting and audit of all maternal
deaths under the NHM. While the EAG States
have to focus on the implementation of basic
tasks, the southern States group and probably
Jharkhand, Maharashtra and Gujarat need to fine
tune the quality of their emergency and basic
obstetric care.

The Kerala model of a Confidential Review of
Maternal deaths, initiated by Dr. V.P. Paily, has
some analytical leads on how Kerala can further
reduce its already low MMR of 20. It is a model
other southern States can emulate. The use of
uterine artery clamps on the lower segment,
application of suction canula to overcome
atonicity of the uterus, and a sharp lookout for
and energetic management of amniotic fluid
embolism, diffused intravascular coagulation,
hepatic failure secondary to fatty liver cirrhosis
are strategies taught to obstetricians, which even
developed countries have yet to practise
routinely. They even address antenatal
depression and post-partum psychosis as there
were a few cases of pregnant mothers ending
their life.

Finally, if there is a commitment and a will to
stop preventable maternal deaths there is no limit
to the varieties of proactive interventions.

The writer acknowledges inputs on the
Confidential Review of Maternal Deaths in Kerala
from Dr. Smithy Sanel, a Spokesperson of the
Kerala Federation of Obstetrics and Gynaecology

Fostering a commitment to stop maternal deaths

q1q g P AP & g ufoaser 31 ggrar &

Maternal Mortality in India (2019-21)
YR | A1g Jog ¥ (2019-21)

¢ InIndia, the Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) for 2019-21 was 93, meaning 93
maternal deaths per 100,000 live births, as per the Sample Registration System
(SRS).
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URA T 2019-21 H1 Al H I G rUTd (MMR) 93 4T, T 100,000 SHfae ST
TR 93 HIq g, ST SRS GRT RUIE Bl TR |

e Maternal death is defined as death while pregnant or within 42 days of
pregnancy termination, from any pregnancy-related cause, excluding
accidental/incidental ones.

AT g B! UG farar o 8: Tufawr & SR a1 gwiftg & 42 A1 & iR
fordtt off mof waeh HRUT ¥ 55 O, GHeATH® /B RIH HRUN S BISHR|
¢ MMRin India has declined over the years: from 103 (2017-19) to 97 (2018-20),
and now 93 (2019-21).
YR H MMR 9T & TTY HH §34T §: 103 (2017-19) T 97 (2018-20), 3R 379 93
(2019-21) |
o States are grouped into three clusters:
Il BT o Il H §fer T g
o Empowered Action Group (EAG): Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Assam.
Empowered Action Group (EAG): [98R, IIRWES, A U, TUNRIG,
SIS, ISR, IR USR], FIRIES, 3 HH|
o Southern States: Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu.

< féroft Treg: 3y U, AT, FHfes, IR, ARG |

o Other States/UTs: remaining ones.

Y ARG &F: AN I[oU/Pg MR US|

¢« Southern States MMR:
aféroft Irsai B MMR:
o Kerala: 20 (lowest)
PR 20 (T HH)
o Karnataka: 63 (highest)
Flewm: 63 (TIY YD)
o Andhra Pradesh: 46, Telangana: 45, Tamil Nadu: 49
« EAG States MMR:
EAG 3541 &1 MMR:
o Assam: 167 (very high)
3 167 (d8¢ 3HfUP)
o Jharkhand: 51, Madhya Pradesh: 175
o Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand: 100—
151 range
¢ Other States MMR:
3= 341 B MMR:
o Maharashtra: 38, Gujarat: 53
HERTY: 38, ToR0d: 53
o Punjab: 98, Haryana: 106, West Bengal: 109

Need for Differential Strategy

fafira Yoriifa @t srazadarn
o States require differential strategies to reduce maternal deaths based on their
clusters. ™
T G &R DI HH B & Y ATl B 30 Tig! & IR fafirs urifaa ot N
aLIH g | &
[a W
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o Deborah Maine identified "three delays" that lead to maternal death, incorporated in
1992’s 'Safe Motherhood in India' training module.
SART A 7 "< fadia” &1 Ieaa foa, S A Jg &1 HRUT S §, 3R o 1992 &%
A HeRgs 3 Sfear uieror & =i fosar |

Key Delay 1: Recognition & Decision

T fas 1: W o1 uga ok Al

e Delay in recognising danger and deciding to seek expert care is deadly.
WifEd #t ygarA 3R faRiug T@ume & fore fAvfa a=  fade ard® 81 9l g

o Family inertia, belief that delivery is natural, lack of money, or low
education/financial status can delay hospital visits.

IRER &) Y&i, e A 3 va v 8, 0 &t st o1 & Rigmeniis
fRufa srgdra ugem & St UeT o gt g

e Empowered mothers and women's self-help groups improved early decisions.
TRTET ATAT3M SR AT & W9d-Tgrar 9Hg! - uRfye fHofay 3 gur fean

e ASHA linkage with ANM since 2005 (NRHM launch) led to preference for

institutional deliveries. ‘
2005 ¥ ASHA 3R ANM &1 J1d (NRHM i) & §1¢ TRINTd UHd &1 Uryfidsar

= @i

« Financial incentives to mothers and ASHA marked a turning point.

ATarsf 3R ASHA &1 i Ticare= e & T Ha &1 TR RAfid gan|

Key Delay 2: Transportation

yq9 faeq 2: uag=

¢ In remote/forest/island locations, reaching healthcare with skilled attendants can
take hours or overnight, causing deaths en route.
ERERTSI/SITA/GIY SATh! H, PRIA WRRADBIHYI a1l g db Ugd- | Ue g1 Id
Iodl 8, o I & 9eg 31 Il

e The 108 ambulance system and Emergency transport under NHM have made a
positive impact.

108 THIAY TdT 3R IPTI WA FIwH & q8d SMUTaeTei URas | GPRIETH
THTE STell & |

Other Problsms

S HHAEY

e The third delay, an unpardonable one, is in initiating specialised care at the
health facility.
Jrer faete, of b arerr B, a8 W@ #g § fadified S@yme IRe s el g

e The excuses are plenty and difficult to justify — delay in attending to a woman in the
emergency room; reaching the obstetrician; arranging a blood donor; lab support;
unready operation theatre; or unavailable anaesthetist.
B 3 BId & 3R I el 8T HfXhdl Bl § — SATUTdTel Paf H Afge bl
@ ¥ o3, vgfa =g dob ugan § o YaaTar, wanmRmer gwedE, sifavwe
AR &1 IR 7 8H1 71 TARATRTE F1 Sruered|

e The operationalisation of a minimum four FRUs (First Referral Units) per district
with 2 million population is crucial.

20 AR B SRS a1 YD o1t F $H A $H IR FRU (TYH YR §HIS) B
AT T T ¢ |
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The first level referral unit should include obstetrician, anaesthetist,
paediatrician, blood bank, and operation theatre to prevent maternal death at
hospital doorstep.

YW W DI 3B P18 4 ygfd faiog, Tifexe, ara I fa=ivg, Yoa §@, ok
TR fARer g1 A1y dlfh SRUATd & §R UR HIq Jog ! off I |

Since 1992, this plan has not been implemented effectively.

1992 ¥ g TIoHT YT ¥9 ¥ AN g1 81 TS g

There are 66% vacancies of specialists in 5,491 community health centres, out
of which 2,856 are designated FRUs across 714 districts.

5,491 TGRS TRA Fal H 66% faivg ug fYaa 8, 50 9 2,856 % 714 foral
HFRU & 0 F T |

Lack of blood banks/storage units in these FRUs leads to inadequate blood
transfusion within two hours of post-delivery bleeding, causing fatalities.

3 FRU ¥ Y9 9 OT HSRUT SH154] B! HHI P HRUI TR YR Teqd1d & &l b
F WaR i Yo gemn dya 7€ | urdr, o g 8§ ot 8|

Biggest Medical Causes of Maternal Death
T Yo & WA fafe sRor

The biggest killer is bleeding after delivery.

THd & 91 TqaATd 9o 951 TRT ¢ |

It results from inadequate contraction of the overstretched uterus, especially after
delivering a 3-kg baby.

I8 U e & gu muiRm & agRe Ioa 9 819 & SR g1 ¢, faviveR 3
e & Ry & 59 & 9151

When the placenta separates, the uterine surface bleeds profusely unless it
contracts immediately.

Sq MfATE SrenT gl 8, Ot Ui @1 A 9gd il Yaaura el ¢ afc 98 R
Aot T gl

With a blood reserve of 5 litres, more than half is lost quickly, leading to shock
and death.

g?ﬂammﬁﬁaﬂﬂ@f 31 Y deft | @ o €, 5 =i 3R geog Bkl
|

Untreated anaemia due to lack of iron folic acid supplements during pregnancy
worsens the outcome.

TUTERIT & IR TR BIf® TRIS TwiHeH 3t HH & HRUT RG] T
Ry Y 3R famesar g1

Hence, immediate blood transfusion and emergency surgical care is essential.

3YTY, TehTd Iad IS 3R ATUTdPTeN Ued fafhed s@HTe Mg gl

Other Obstetric Emergencies
3T U ATUT

Obstructed labour occurs in young, stunted, malnourished women with
contracted pelvis, unable to deliver normally grown babies.

: : gafaal & Wefua Ao & SR a1 uad 5IdT 8,
S araT=a Rrgy &1 o 98l 81 urdl
Leads to foetal distress and uterine rupture, preventable via Caesarean section.
gﬁwﬁwﬁvmﬁmmﬁw% fort TFrefamT Tei¥t GRT AT o Favelt
I
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e Hence, need for equipped operation theatre, obstetrician, surgeon, and
anaesthetist on call.

Zqfere gafsrd TR e, wgfa fadvy, s fafess, ok Taifew #t
SUARAT 3TTF g

Hypertensive Disorders in Pregnancy
THIGRIT § 3= Yaady et faer

e Hypertensive disorders not diagnosed or treated timely lead to convulsions,
coma, and high BP emergencies.

3 YTy AP, Afe Gy W ugdH a1 5a1e A fbu 1, At R, AT SIR At
YeaTq fRufoT S d §

Unsafe Home Deliveries & Quack Abortions

IRFE TR U4 SR Ferey mifura

e Untrained birth attendants at home can cause trauma, puerperal infection,
leading to sepsis and death.

SR Y19 G| gRI fhT U 74 ¥ die, THarR |yl gidl o, o
AT SR gog 81 avett 5|
o Ant|b|ot|cs could save lives but women | reach hospitals too late.

SaTQ Sita a1 gt of Qe AfigaTd 9gd o¥ o SRUdTd ugad g |
e Contraceptive failure and crude abortion methods by quacks cause sepsis and
death.

RIS fawaar Sk siarem™ miura fIftraT SferT sk 9 &1 HRU a1 €|

Other RisK F:actors in EAG States
EAG <4l H 3 SifaH #R$

e In EAG States, illnesses such as malaria, chronic urinary tract infections, and
tuberculosis are additional high-risk factors.

EAGgﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁmmqﬁW,aﬁ?&mﬂﬂéﬁwmﬁﬁﬁ@w
PRSP g |

The Focus Areas for States

IS & fore v e &

e The prescription for averting maternal deaths is early registration, routine
antenatal care, and ensuring institutional delivery.
wﬁﬁﬁmm%aﬁﬁﬂm, fFrafta yaagd @y, SR
UAd gATEd BT
e Many of these systemic deficiencies will be highlighted in the mandatory
reporting and audit of all maternal deaths under the NHM.

3 YOI S iua) of WA = (NHM) & agd 9t urg gog @t sifvrard
Wﬁnsﬁ?&ﬁ%zﬁwwﬁ?mml

+ While the EAG States have to focus on implementation of basic tasks, the
southern States group and probably Jharkhand, Maharashtra, and Gujarat need
to fine tune the quality of their emergency and basic obstetric care.

51 EAG WISTl & TEyd $TAY & STAGA TR & 1 8, T61 Qa9 Te
3R YT YRGS, UERTY 7R ORTd BT 30T SMUTaTei= SR gfrard) wyfa
SGUTH BT UrET T YR HAT R |
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Kerala Model for Reducing Matgrnal Mortality
AT o & U & fT &va Alsd

The Kerala model of a Confidential Review of Maternal deaths, initiated by Dr.
V.P. Paily, has some analytical leads on how Kerala can further reduce its
already low MMR of 20.

1. A, Ut gRT X b T Fva uisd o My 91g gog Tlen &1 o 8,
Ig Jardl § o e Uit Ugd | 81 S U1 Y o 20 &I 3R By °el Jhdl g
It is a model other southern States can emulate.

I8 U U1 Higd ¢ o o gféroft wrsa off sraem awpa B

The use of uterine artery clamps on the lower segment, application of suction
canula to overcome atonicity of the uterus, and sharp lookout for and energetic
management of amniotic fluid embolism, diffused intravascular coagulation,
hepatic failure secondary to fatty liver cirrhosis are strategies taught to
obstetricians.

ﬂmmﬁﬁa?ﬁmwﬁ%qm, TYT=R ot RIfdedr & R HA & g
W%ﬂaIWBlellm, Q|§Idl|é$0ﬂ3€Qﬁil|aFﬂ ,|3W§IW
PITATA, 3R B fRrar RRINRT & RUT gURS TR & AR ST 9 gae=
SRt Xumfaat Tgfar foRies @ Rars ol 6|

These are strategies even developed countries have yet to practise routinely.
ﬁﬁ@wﬁﬁﬁ%%@aﬁwﬁwﬁa%ﬂmmwﬁﬁ&mﬁ%

They even address antenatal depression and post-partum psychosis as there
were a few cases of pregnant mothers ending their life.

3 yfaeyT # fEURM 3R UHaiR #ARN & 4t Taifdd #3d § wife o amal §
mfadt afgarst 7 snerewn &1 At

Final Note on Commitment

gfaaar wR sifaw fewvft

Finally, if there is a commitment and a will to stop preventable maternal deaths,
there is no limit to the varieties of proactive interventions.

3fda: afe APUTH W7 ATg Yog B! Ah & Ufddsar 3R gT=Ife g1, o fpa
TEI&UY Pt HHTGATSH B! BIs AT T8l B
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Women MSME: still struggle for credit despite schemes

Limited access to formal credit and the widening credit gap continue to prevent women entrepreneurs from achieving their financial goals

168 Paper i Social Justice ™1
Gs Paper Ill: MSMEs '

| DATA POINT

B. Renuka Ramakrishna

icro, Small and Medium

Enterprises (MSMEs)

have become instrumen-
tal in shaping India’s generating
employment, creating revenue,
and in global outreach. In 2024,
MSMESs contributed nearly 30% to
the GDP. The aim is to raise this to
35% in the current year. This vast
sector also provides opportunities
for many women-led enterprises.
The government has implemented
several financial schemes specifi-
cally designed to promote wo-
men’s participation.

However, the issues and chal-
lenges faced by women-led MSMEs
are often inadequately addressed.
The problems of limited access to
formal credit and the widening
credit gap continue to prevent
these entrepreneurs from achiev-
ing their financial goals. While en-
suring adequate credit availability
to MSMES has long been a key pol-
icy objective, gaps between banks
and beneficiaries often persist at
the implementation stage.

Women-owned businesses ac-
count for up to 20% of all MSMEs
registered in India. This level of fe-
male participation remains low
despite the handful of schemes
aimed at encouraging self-employ-
ment and financial independence.
What is more striking is that wo-
men-led MSMEs contribute only
about 10% of the total turnover,
while receiving around 11-15% of
the total investment in the sector
(Chart 1). These numbers high-
light the persistent gaps in both fi-
nancial inclusion and credit acces-
sibility for women in the MSME
ecosystem.

According to reports by the
Small Industries Development
Bank of India (SIDBI), women face
significant discrimination in fund
disbursement, with a credit gap of
around 35% — meaning that over a
third of their financial require-
ments go unmet — compared to a

the 20% credit gap faced by men
(Chart 2). The credit gap refers to
the difference between the
amount of credit requested by the
borrower and the amount actually
received. These inadequate funds
are one of the major challenges for
‘women in the MSME sector, affect-
ing about 26% of them, followed
closely by the challenge of high
competition.

The Pradhan Mantri MUDRA
Yojana (PMMY), launched nearly a
decade ago to support individuals
seeking self-employment, has also
enabled women to open loan ac-
counts and fund their MSMEs.
PMMY offers collateral-free loans
to MSMEs operating in the non-
farm sector. As of 2024, women
owned 42,492,281 loan accounts
under PMMY out of a total of
66,777,013 accounts, which is ap-
proximately 64%. This shows that
women form a significant group
seeking financial assistance.

However, the sanctioned
amount tells a different story. Of
the total ¥5,41,012.86 crore allocat-
ed for that year’'s target, only
32,25,887.08 crore (about 41%) was
directed towards women-led
MSMESs. This disparity points to an
economic inefficiency in deliver-
ing highly liquid, low-cost, and ea-
sily accessible loans to the under-
served sections of the sector.

These underperforming
schemes are pushing women to re-
ly on informal sources of credit,
which are often riskier and unre-
liable. These challenges are not
confined to MSMEs alone; they al-
so affect informal micro-enterpris-
es (IMEs) run by women. Informal
businesses are typically excluded
from formal credit processes due
to the lack of legal documentation
and collateral. To address this gap,
the government launched the
Udyam Assist Portal, which helps
such IMEs become eligible for
priority sector lending by facilitat-
ing their formal recognition.

This year, over 1.86 crore IMEs
have been registered through the
portal. Notably, 70.5% of these are
owned by women. This achieve-

ment has significantly boosted em-
ployment, with women-led IMEs
contributing 70.8% to employ-
ment generation within this seg-
ment (Chart 3).

However, despite being regis-
tered, these businesses continue
to face challenges in accessing for-
mal credit. Dr. Ashwin Ram, Pro-
fessor at RV University, said the
main reasons for this are lack of
awareness and limited access to
formal credit. He said, “A majority
of first-generation women entre-
preneurs, particularly in smaller
towns and rural areas, have low fi-
nancial literacy and are not well in-
formed about various government
schemes and their benefits. There
is also little support from tradition-
al commercial banks and local go-
vernment agencies to educate and
assist women entrepreneurs in
availing financial subsidies.”

Women entrepreneurs are also
often perceived as risky borrow-
ers, largely because they lack
adequate collateral or property
ownership. In India, a significant
proportion of women run micro
and small businesses predomi-
nantly in the informal sector,
which further discourages them
from seeking finance through for-
mal institutions. According to the
International Finance Corpora-
tion, it takes a man an average of
two visits to a bank to get a loan
sanctioned, whereas women typi-
cally need to make at least four.

Amid these discriminatory bar-
riers, the Reserve Bank of India
has cut the repo rate to 5.50%, the
lowest since 2022, and reduced
the Cash Reserve Ratio by 100 ba-
sis points. This policy is aimed at
injecting more liquidity into the
economy, leaving commercial
banks with greater funds to extend
as loans to the public. Both banks
and women entrepreneurs are in a
favourable position, with in-
creased liquidity at their disposal.

The government’s schemes
have been launched with a strong
intent, but their implementation
has often fallen short due to admi-
nistrative inefficiencies.

Gender gg
in MSMES®

et

The data for the charts
were taken from
Reserve Bank of India,
Press Informatian
Bureau, SIDBI, NITI
Aayog, Micro Units
Development &

Refinance Agency Ltd
(MUDRA)

Chart 1: The share of women-led MSMEs, share of women employed in MSMEs,
share of investment attracted by women-led MSMEs and share of turnover of

women-led MSMEs
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Chart 2: The credit gap across genders. Credit gap refers to the difference
between the amount of credit requested by the borrower and the amount

actually received
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Chart 3: The share of women-led informal micro-enterprises (IMEs) and share of

women employed in IMEs
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B Renuka Ramakrishna is interning with The Hindu Data Team

Women MSMEs still struggle for credit despite schemes

o130 &
Y BT

m‘gﬂ%ﬁ@@@iﬁw ferg ore off

o Limited access to formal credit and the widening credit gap continue to prevent
women entrepreneurs from achieving their financial goals.

U d& Afed

3% faxita aeal &1 g1 $=A ¥ AH1 g
Women MSMEs: Persistent Credit Challenges

Afar THTHTHS:

TR -1 §% B0 S Jo! gAfaar

TET 3R FgdT goIT BT 3R 3§ i ufgen saftr &

e Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) have become instrumental in
shaping India’s generating employment, creating revenue, and in global outreach.

ﬁ&q Y 3R

UgY &I 3HR o & gyl YA AU Bl
e In 2024, MSMEs contributed nearly 30% to the GDP. The aim is to raise this to 35%
in the current year.

HWW(MSMES)WﬁﬁWW e ferafor o afyye
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2024 T, MSMEs  GDP | TTHIT 30% 1 ARTaM f&aT| 39 99 38 35% db a1 Bl
qg g

e This vast sector also provides opportunities for many women-led enterprises.
Tg fawmer & %3 ARar-uga ITHl &1 Sa¥R UGH BT |

e The government has implemented several financial schemes specifically designed
to promote women'’s participation.
WEHR A Afgarsi $t UriieRt &1 gemar ¢ & fou w3 faxita ge=mg an &1 6|

e However, the issues and challenges faced by women-led MSMEs are often
inadequately addressed.

BTdifeh, ATRET-UHT MSMEs &1 for Iawnaft $iR g &1 Qe $HRA1 ISl G,
38 SRR YA U ¥ 78] Jeremal S

e The problems of limited access to formal credit and the widening credit gap
continue to prevent these entrepreneurs from achieving their financial goals.

UL Teal §3HT BT 3R 37 I Dl 39 faxia

a&d b eﬁamﬁ@rﬁwq?

e While ensuring adequate credit availability to MSMEs has long been a key policy
objective, gaps between banks and beneficiaries often persist at the
implementation stage.

MSMEs & fiTT Taftd U1 SUd= ST 9 0 § U Hgedyul A1 SExa @1 2,
AfeT Sl 3R aruTiia & T F1 SR SRR PRI TR W S8 6|

e Women-owned businesses account for up to 20% of all MSMEs registered in India.
YRA H Uolipd T+t MSMEs T & TTHT 20% Afgeaii & a1 ard sqaaa g |

o This level of female participation remains low despite the handful of schemes
aimed at encouraging self-employment and financial independence.

WIIR 3R faxita sreafeizar @1 dicnfed &3 arelt $© aiorrsi & dravg,
Tfger URTieRT &7 98 TR $F 1 g |

¢ Women-led MSMEs contribute only about 10% of the total turnover, while
receiving around 11-15% of the total mvestment in the sector (Chart 1).

wt%atug"@MSMEsgmaﬁaha?ﬁmm% ANTEH et §, Siafe 3= 59 &9 § od
A= BT AT 11-15% U ST § (I 1)

e These numbers highlight the persistent gaps in both financial inclusion and credit
accessibility for women in the MSME ecosystem.

3 3ffrg MSME UTiRFRUfe o & Afgansit & forg faxia wwmdz™ sk wur uga & &1t
5< W 31 o3 B

e According to reports by the Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI),
women face significant discrimination in fund disbursement, with a credit gap of
around 35%.

YR 9 SN fapRT 9 (SIDBI) & RO & AR, Afgarstt & ¢ faawor o
HEYUl HGHTd BT HHT HRAT TSl 8, 3R ITehT HUT SR TTHT 35% &

e This means that over a third of their financial requirements go unmet, compared
to a 20% credit gap faced by men (Chart 2).
=01 3 § f 39! fadia smazaearstt &1 ve faers fewar w1 =8 8t uman, Sefe
oY BT 20% BT BT 3R a1 UsSdl g (ITC 2) |

o The credit gap refers to the difference between the amount of credit requested by
the borrower and the amount actually received.

BT 3R I 3R B! ST § SN SURBA! gRT AR T HT 3R Idd H U BT &
CIERGI

e These inadequate funds are one of the major challenges for women in the MSME
sector, affecting about 26% of them, followed closely by the challenge of high
competition.
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3 Srqgie AT MSME &= § Afgarati & T T Jet gHTdt ©, Sl a1 26%
HiRaai oY THITAd B €, 3R 35 918 Bet ufaeqyf T gt gHId B

Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) and Informal Micro-Enterprises (IMEs)
TUTTHA Ga1 QST (PMMY) 30R AUt J&H S (IME)

The Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY), launched nearly a decade ago,
supports individuals seeking self-employment and has enabled women to open
loan accounts and fund their MSMEs.

TTHT U GR1P UG Y= &) 15 UYTTHA G&T AT (PMMY) = T-IISRTR a6+
I el ot weH fear § ofR ufgensit & 01 WrdT WieH $iR 30~ MSMEs I
faaaIfa &= o wem ST B |

PMMY offers collateral-free loans to MSMEs operating in the non-farm sector.
PMMY AR-5Y &1 & HRRT MSMEs &I fa Jurffe o1 ve= ot 31

As of 2024, women owned 42,492,281 loan accounts under PMMY out of a total of
66,777,013 accounts, which is approximately 64%.

2024 A% PMMY & d8d $d 66,777,013 WTdl U ¥ 42,492,281 U1 WId Afganrsi &
Wi ¥ 9, S aHT 64% G

This shows that women form a significant group seeking financial assistance.

gg <xifar ¢ fo faxita Teraar arex ara ann o wigensit &1 g1 T4 Wit 3|
However, the sanctioned amount tells a different story.

gTctier, Tiepd RN TP 31ehT Bt Fardl 8|

Of the total ¥5,41,012.86 crore allocated for that year’s target, only ¥2,25,887.08
crore (about 41%) was directed towards women-led MSMEs.

39 aY & A&T & o8 31afed Hd 25,41,012.86 HIIS T U Had 22,25,887.08 FIS
(TTHT 41%) € AfFET-qea arel MSMEs & forg RERd farg muy

This disparity points to an economic inefficiency in delivering highly liquid, low-
cost, and easily accessible loans to the underserved sections of the sector.

g SR 39 &9 & dfd a7 &1 o, |t SR JAY BT AT Suasy HH &
e SrermdT &I exiidl 5|

These underperforming schemes are pushing women to rely on informal sources
of credit, which are often riskier and unreliable.

Y HH YU TS HigArsl ST SIS SR W WR Hor |dl ) AR FA
¥ fore qoieR AR & |

These challenges are not confined to MSMEs alone; they also affect informal micro-
enterprises (IMEs) run by women.

3 gHIfal Baet MSMEs T TfHd 18! ©; 3 Afgansll gRT Heafed sraaTie e
ITHT (IMEs) 1 4 GHIRIT Bt B

Informal businesses are typically excluded from formal credit processes due to the
lack of legal documentation and collateral.

M| B AHAR R S Sdawl 3R GuIfdfes @t Fit & HRo
SMaTe FH0T Ufchar ¥ Sex 39T oIl § |
To address this gap, the government launched the Udyam Assist Portal, which
helps such IMEs become eligible for priority sector lending by facilitating their
formal recognition.
T 3R I UTe & o WRHR - ITH HeTadl Uicd dl-d fobdl, Sl 31 IMEs Bl
o A= faea) wrdfiear & BT & fore U= §491a1 5|
This year, over 1.86 crore IMEs have been registered through the portal.

34 Y Uiéel & HIeHH  1.86 B A TP IMEs Toiipd T TS|

Notably, 70.5% of these are owned by women.

ORIy TU I, 399 A 70.5% BT W Afearsi & TH 8|
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e This achievement has significantly boosted employment, with women-led IMEs
contributing 70.8% to employment generation within this segment (Chart 3).

2 IUAfR A SR Gord &I 7 Y0 W FeTar foan g, forad afgar-Aqged ardt IMEs
A 70.8% TNTEH e § (AT 3)|

Barriers to Formal Credit for Women Entrepreneurs

fere situ=nfye wor & arumd

e« However, despite being registered, these businesses continue to face challenges in
accessing formal credit. )
gTdifes, TSl 811 & d1asle, 39 SIa9rdl &1 Siueiie HUTr a& Uga & gfaal &1
T HRAT ISl B

e Dr. Ashwin Ram, Professor at RV University, said the main reasons for this are
lack of awareness and limited access to formal credit.
RV fayfaemera & MR ST, S I A o351 fob SUDT G-I HRUT SRRl B
P 3R situ=TRe BT a& it uga gl

o He said, “A majority of first-generation women entrepreneurs, particularly in
smaller towns and rural areas, have low financial literacy and are not well
informed about various government schemes and their benefits.”
3I5H Hel, “ugdt digl Bt afger Il § 9§ sifvewizr, faRiveR Bie el 3R
g7t &=, faxita arerar ¥ $uei € SR Al SReRI aiea 3R 39 arui
& IR ¥ AP TSGR 6] It 1"

o “There is also little support from traditional commercial banks and local
government agencies to educate and assist women entrepreneurs in availing
financial subsidies.”

“TRURS TS 961 3R R IR TR 9 o Hiftra Jgraan fad 3
S Afganstt @I faxfta aferst o= & Riféd ok wera &= 9& 1

« Women entrepreneurs are also often perceived as risky borrowers, largely because

they lack adequate collateral or property ownership.

Afgdr ST BT HRR SNIGHAYY SYRBA!T AT AT §, T 3 U1 yaied
e a1 JufRy 1 @i A8t gl

e InIndia, a significant proportion of women run micro and small businesses
predominantly in the informal sector, which further discourages them from
seeking finance through formal institutions.
YRA 8, T J91 few afgat GgH SR @Y SIag =N &3 § I §, Sl
I8 TS TR T B0 T ¥ 3R gATied BT |

e According to the International Finance Corporation, it takes a man an average of
two visits to a bank to get a loan sanctioned, whereas women typically need at

least four.
:?as?fé;rﬁaﬁm(m)%&w,w B AT & IR §F T W B
Wigrd gl o §, Safe Afgarait ot R $H I $H IR IR ST USdr gl

 Amid these discriminatory barriers, the Reserve Bank of India has cut the repo
rate to 5.50%, the lowest since 2022, and reduced the Cash Reserve Ratio by
100 basis points.

3 WeHTayut greredt & s, YR Rerd 8% 3 341 ¥ B 5.50% a geT fean g, s
%022 F 1c A I FH B, 3R H21 ¥erd IR (CRR) FY 100 IR wWrge I gern
I
e This policy is aimed at injecting more liquidity into the economy, leaving
commercial banks with greater funds to extend as loans to the public.

39 Hifa &1 Ie 2 SrdoaaT § 3ifier averdr S1aAT 5, S arfvifeus 9 & urg
3P e IUAR Bl b o5 d ST HI BU & TTH ¢ I |
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o Both banks and women entrepreneurs are in a favourable position, with
increased liquidity at their disposal.

?ﬁmmaﬁmﬁﬁﬁ%mwwwﬁmw
I

The government’s schemes have been launched with a strong intent, but their
implementation has often fallen short due to administrative inefficiencies.

TRDHR P! TS ATgd IS A YR B TS T, AT UMD Sferaraii & HRu
3T fhaTau 3R HHIR 3BT 2|
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Remaking the nuclear order in West Asi

While both the US. and Israel agree that Iran cannot be allowed to have a bomb, Mr. Netanyahu goes one step forward to deny Iran any nuclear capabilities.

However, for Iran, nuclear deterrence assumes a greater importance now, even if there is a change of regime

o
oA

WORLD INSIGHT

Rakesh Sood

here is hardly any political

leader who understands the

laws of political survival better

than Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu. Realising that he is
in a morass with respect to Gaza, as
Hamas has not yet been dismantled even
though its leaders have been killed, and
all hostages have not been brought home
resulting in growing domestic pressure,
Mr. Netanyahu employed an old tactic -
distract attention from an ongoing crisis
by creating another one.

Israel’s surprise strikes on Iran,
launched on June 13, created a new and
larger crisis. The military action has been
successful, with the U.S. finally coming on
board. For the moment, PM Netanyahu is
firmly back in the driver’s seat. But this
has also opened a Pandora’s box of what
next.

Israel’s calculations

Mr. Netanyahu wants to keep Israel as the
only nuclear power in the region. He is
convinced that the Libyan model, where
the nuclear programme was completely
dismantled, is the only acceptable option,
preferably with a change of regime. In
2015, he opposed the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
primarily because it conceded a limited
uranium enrichment right to Iran.

Since mid-April, five rounds of talks
took place between U.S. Special Envoy
Steve Witkoff and Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Aragchi, with a sixth round due on
June 15 in Muscat. After stumbling over
the issue of Iran insisting on its right to
enrichment as a party to the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT), some progress was registered on
the idea of a regional nuclear fuel
consortium to provide fuel for the
reactors in the region. Its location
remained under discussion, making Mr.
Netanyahu nervous.

On June 11, Mr. Netanyahu barely
survived a motion in the Knesset tabled
by the opposition seeking to dissolve
parliament, leading to early elections that
are currently due in October 2026. PM
Netanyahu has been facing domestic
opposition since early 2023 due to his
attempts at pushing though controversial
judicial reforms that were widely seen as
curbing judicial independence. The
Hamas attack on October 7 had provided
him a reprieve that has lasted nearly two
years. Given Mr. Netanyahu's multiple
domestic legal challenges, a continuing
war is his “get-out-of-jail” card.

During the 20-month war, the
leadership of Hamas and Hezbollah has
been decapitated, and a change of regime
in Damascus last December has doused
Iran’s “ring of fire.” On two occasions in
2024, Israel directly engaged with Iran
and, in the process, knocked out its air
defences around Tehran and other critical
installations.

Having buried the two-state-solution,
and with Iran at its weakest, Mr.
Netanyahu must have felt that this was the
ideal time to neutralise Iranian nuclear
and missile threats. The Iranians are
known for their frustratingly convoluted
negotiating style and given U.S. President
Donald Trump’s impatience, Mr.
Netanyahu was able to convince him that
a little military pressure would make
them more accommodating.

Iran’s miscalculations
As recently as March 26, U.S. Director of
National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard in her

o
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Mr. Netanyahu wants to keep
Israel as the only nuclear
power in the region. He is
convinced that the Libyan
model, where the nuclear
programme was completely
dismantled, is the only
acceptable option, preferably
with a change of regime.

v

As recently as March 26, U.S.
Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard in
her annual intelligence threat
assessment to Congress stated,
“the Intelligence Community
continues to assess that Iran is
not building a nuclear weapon
and Supreme Leader
Khamenei has not authorised
the nuclear weapons
programme that he suspended
in2003".

v

While Mr. Netanyahu's
suggestion that sustained
military pressure may bring
about a regime change in
Tehran has some support from
Iran-hawks in Washington, it is
anathema to Mr. Trump’s
MAGA support base, who are
wary of entanglements abroad.

Cost of war: Workers repair the main entrance of Evin Prison after it was hit by an Israeli airstrike on June 23, on July 1, in Tehran, Iran. GETTY IMAGES

annual intelligence threat assessment to
Congress stated, “the Intelligence
Community continues to assess that Iran
is not building a nuclear weapon and
Supreme Leader Khamenei has not
authorised the nuclear weapons
programme that he suspended in 2003”.
This gave Iran’s leadership a misplaced
confidence that as long as the
negotiations continued on the idea of a
regional enrichment facility, the U.S.
would block any military strike by Israel.

However, the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) report in May
criticising “Iran’s general lack of
cooperation” and the near doubling of its
stockpile of 60% enriched uranium to
over 400 kgs since February proved to be
more damaging that Iran anticipated. This
heightened Iranian concerns about the
threat of a sanctions-snapback by the UN
Security Council, which was waived in
2015 following the adoption of the JCPOA.

Iran knew that given its ageing air
force, it was dependent on its stocks of
drones and missiles. Despite the debacles
with Hamas and Hezbollah leaderships,
Iran underestimated the extent of
Mossad’s penetration of its systems,
evidenced by the targeted assassinations
of its key military leaders as well as
nuclear and missile scientists.

The entry of the U.S.

When the U.S. began to withdraw
non-essential staff from its embassies in
the region in early June, it was
anticipating Israel’s likely military action.
In the past, U.S. reluctance to get involved
had prevented Israel from military strikes
but this time, Mr Netanyahu took a
gamble and it paid off. Impressed with the
success of Israel’s military actions, Mr.
Trump ordered supportive strikes on June
22, with B-2 bombers dropping GBU-57
‘bunker-busters’ on Fordow and Natanz,
and Tomahawk cruise missiles on Isfahan.

Following the token retaliation by Iran the
following day, Mr. Trump declared an end
to the “12-day-war”.

Israel thus claimed victory, Mr. Trump
declared the underground sites
“obliterated,” the Gulf states heaved a sigh
of relief, and for Iran’s Supreme Leader,
regime survival was a victory. Iran
suffered over 600 casualties, and all its air
defences and half its stock of missile
launchers, were destroyed. It failed to
take down a single Israeli aircraft though
it did bring down some drones. Of the
500 missiles that Iran fired, over 30 were
able to get through causing 30 casualties.

While Mr. Netanyahu'’s suggestion that
sustained military pressure may bring
about a regime change in Tehran has
some support from Iran-hawks in
Washington, it is anathema to Mr.
Trump’s MAGA support base, who are
wary of entanglements abroad. The U.S.
interventions in Afghanistan and Iraq in
2001 and 2003 respectively, were messy
and costly, leaving behind a legacy of
instability. Iran is three times larger, and
Iranians are a people with a deep sense of
nationalism based on their civilisational
history. The current theocratic regime
may be weak and its replacement may be
less religious, but not less nationalist, and
it would therefore push ahead with the
nuclear deterrent.

Mr. Netanyahu may not be averse to a
forced regime change but the U.S. and the
Gulf Arabs would not want to open this
Pandora’s box.

Iran’s nuclear capability

Tran has had an ambitious civilian nuclear
programme going back to the 1950s. It
joined the NPT in 1970. Initially, the
Islamic regime was uninterested in the
nuclear programme, seeing it as a part of
Western influence. This changed after the
Iran-Iraq war and in the 1990s, it began
developing a clandestine enrichment

capability. The 2002 disclosures by a
group of Iranian exiles, followed by the
U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003, led the
Supreme Leader to shift direction and
aim for threshold status rather than
develop a full-fledged nuclear weapon.
The centrifuges and higher levels of
enrichment also provided for bargaining
space as Iran could negotiate for
sanctions relief with the U.S.

‘Today, the situation has changed. Iran’s
proxies (except for the Houthis) have
been decimated and its missile and drone
capabilities found wanting. The threshold
state is no longer a safe place. Therefore,
a nuclear deterrent assumes greater
importance, even if there is a change of
regime.

Questions remain about the extent of
damage to the underground centrifuge
sites as well as the fate of the 400 kg of
the 60% enriched uranium stockpile.
While the scale of the attacks makes
resumption of Iran-U.S. talks tricky, Iran
has raised the stakes by terminating the
IAEA inspector’s access to its nuclear
sites. Mr. Trump would like to conclude a
deal with Iran to build on his success with
the ceasefire. He would do well to
remember the U.S. scholar Thomas
Schelling’s advice that successful coercion
requires both a credible threat as well as
credible reassurance, if Iran is to be
‘persuaded’ during any future talks.

There has always been a difference
between the U.S. and Israeli positions.
While both agree that Iran cannot be
allowed to have a bomb, Mr. Netanyahu
goes one step forward to deny Iran any
nuclear capabilities. However, since Mr.
Trump has obliged him with the June 22
strikes, he may find it difficult to deny Mr.
Trump his Iran deal provided the Iranians
play the game.

Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and is
Distinguished Fellow at the Council For
Strategic and Defence Research.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patriotic

ias.in

Page33


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Remaking the Nuclear Order in West Asia

gf3rT TiRmar § YA SaawAT ST GAfAHI0T

While both the U.S. and Israel agree that Iran cannot be allowed to have a bomb,
Mr. Netanyahu goes one step forward to deny Iran any nuclear capabilities.

3R SORTSA G 59 910 9 YGHA & [ X DI URHTY] T 3@ Bl
Srgafa 1Y & o 9ddt, A9Tg TH Had M g XA 3 bt ff ydR 3t
TRHTY] & T H1 ot TR B
However, for Iran, nuclear deterrence assumes a greater importance now, even if
there is a change of regime.

BTelifeh S & for, URATY] UfeRiee 2fe 3 3R WY aiftres Agwayuf 1 78 @, vt
& T ufads i 9 8 9|

Israel’s Political Strategy and Nuclear Calculations

SORISH B ICHIfA® VI 3R URHTY] TUHTE

There is hardly any political leader who understands the laws of political survival
better than Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

NG &) Pig U1 SIS AT 8 S Ao ifae & & fAawl o) soRsa &
FUTHA S AT=0g I S8R T 8

Realising that he is in a morass with respect to Gaza, as Hamas has not yet been
dismantled even though its leaders have been killed, and all hostages have not
been brought home, resulting in growing domestic pressure, Mr. Netanyahu
employed an old tactic — distract attention from an ongoing crisis by creating
another one.

I8 T g b 98 TS Tebe & B §U €, FifP gTaiife ST & A3l ®) AR
foar mar 8, bR off e e w16t g @ SR It dyhl &Y o a% araw T8l ardn
T 8, FOR O gaTa dgdT o X1 8, 7d-01g - T QRIAT YU 30T — T
Hdhe | & g & Y T 931 Hdhe WS BT

Israel’s surprise strikes on Iran, launched on June 13, created a new and larger
crisis.

13 S &1 Y= (BT U I U SORTSA & TS gHdl - U 147 3R 981 Adhe
T fea

The military action has been successful, with the U.S. finally coming on board.
g A HRATS Thd g, 3R 3ida: smf¥er 1 ff guds ¢ faar|

For the moment, PM Netanyahu is firmly back in the driver’s seat. But this has
also opened a Pandora’s box of what next.

OhereTa, wTEE Aa=uTg U IR fiR frimor | €1 dfers S99 U 1 dwe o g
T § — 39 AT FT?

Israel’s Calculatiqns

ORI B MUY

Mr. Netanyahu wants to keep Israel as the only nuclear power in the region.
TITE 984 § O SRS 5 &7 P THHTT UIHIY] o] 971 T2 |

He is convinced that the Libyan model, where the nuclear programme was
completely dismantled, is the only acceptable option, preferably with a change of
regime.

31 7T § 6 elifaan afsa, o v srdew 1 avg @ &= far mar a,
¢ T Wier fdwe 5, SR 396 9 e ufvad= ff g iz
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e In 2015, he opposed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) primarily
because it conceded a limited uranium enrichment right to Iran.

2015 ¥, I5I WY AP HTd Ao (JCPOA) 1 faRly fopam o1 iffer 5ol $_9
3 Wiftra gfraw dad= &1 eiftrer faam war u

o Since mid-April, five rounds of talks took place between U.S. Special Envoy
Steve Witkoff and Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Aragchi, with a sixth round
due on June 15 in Muscat.

e Tl |, MRS ga Wia faesiw ok Rt faesr vt sreary st & o
uﬁa\raﬁaquaﬂﬁ% 3R BT ER 15 9 ) H¥he A gHI1 3|

o After stumbling over the issue of Iran insisting on its right to enrichment as a
party to the NPT, some progress was registered on the idea of a regional nuclear
fuel consortium to provide fuel for the reactors in the region.

TS & UHPR & U H 3 gRT WatH & SfUPR IR FR ¢4 & g R TRy
¥ 91¢, &R URHTY $UT WY B JUTIT R $S W g3, O 851 & Ruaedl &
fore Su=T &Y enyfd 81 9|

¢ Its location remained under discussion, making Mr. Netanyahu nervous.
! R e iR onft 7=f 7a & ], o Aa-ang fifaa 81

e On June 11, Mr. Netanyahu barely survived a motion in the Knesset tabled by the
opposition seeking to dissolve parliament, leading to early elections that are
currently due in October 2026.

11 A Y, q-0Tg G & We (S¥e) H fAugl gR1 I¥gd o IRaTa § 579 U,
WWWWWWWaﬁWﬁT&‘%ﬁ Siaid aaH™ J gA1a Sdgar
2026 H g ¢ |

e PM Netanyahu has been facing domestic opposition since early 2023 due to his
attempts at pushing controversial judicial reforms that were widely seen as
curbing judicial independence.

2023 Pt YT T U0 AqU1g S T, AR H7 =1 H1 S 87 § Al 361
faaTerRue <aTfie GURT S 3 T DI HIRRT DI, o6 ATIUTIIST BT Tad=TdT B
AT D= arelt 71 |

e The Hamas attack on October 7 had provided him a reprieve that has lasted nearly
two years.

7 JGEER P GHIN BT gHAT 7o (oY Ueh MG BT AR 1, Sl THT & quf dp
ENIE

e Given Mr. Netanyahu’s multiple domestic legal challenges, a continuing war is
his "get-out-of-jail" card.

W%ﬂmﬁaﬁ%uﬁmﬁﬁm% U8 ¥ U SIRT e 3 foT ofet | a1g

et sTae S T g
e During the 20-month war, the leadership of Hamas and Hezbollah has been
decapitated, and a change of regime in Damascus last December has doused
Iran’s ‘ring of fire’.
2014‘5‘}#% ¥ IR, THTH 3R FRgean & A &1 JuTw H2 far mn, ok
Wﬁaﬁwﬁwuﬁaﬁ-—rﬁé‘{maﬁ "IN B ST B 8T PR fean|
e On two occasions in 2024, Israel directly engaged with Iran and, in the process,
knocked out its air defences around Tehran and other critical installations.

2024 ¥ 3} AIR] W, IRTSA A WY 3 | GPpraar fbar iR 39 ufehar # dgw=
3R 3T Agcayul WY@l & STHUTH B IR T&T TOIel! &Y 7% o fean|

e Having buried the two-state solution, and with Iran at its weakest, Mr. Netanyahu
must have felt that this was the ideal time to neutralise Iranian nuclear and
missile threats.

N-TY FHTYT P BT B SR T B T FHR UM 31 <\ gU, Aa-a1g
aﬁu%éﬂﬁmaﬁ?mmﬁamwﬁwmmwml

Page35

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

The Iranians are known for their frustratingly convoluted negotiating style, and
given U.S. President Donald Trump’s impatience, Mr. Netanyahu was able to
convince him that a little military pressure would make them more
accommodating.

ST 3O wifed ok It g€ amiear & e ufrg €, ok smRet

SIS ¢U 31 fRAT ! ¢Wd gT, 4018 S 39 9T & e 741 I b A1St <
A= G119 | T RY $G ST

Iran’s miscalculatiqns

T P T 0TS

As recently as March 26, U.S. Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard in her
annual intelligence threat assessment to Congress stated, “the Intelligence
Community continues to assess that Iran is not building a nuclear weapon and
Supreme Leader Khamenei has not authorised the nuclear weapons programme
that he suspended in 2003”.

26 HTd &1 3MReT B Wftrar feRe gt AaTs 3 S H U= aifties Jgitear

W[ax &1 gHtem o @, " qHC $1 6 § o S URHTY] SRAR =8 a1

%%?Wﬁm@ﬁ%%wzoosﬁﬁﬁmquﬁwwm
"

This gave Iran’s leadership a misplaced confidence that as long as the negotiations

continued on the idea of a regional enrichment facility, the U.S. would block any
military strike by Israel.

S SRM & qd DI T8 YAYYT TeAfIYT el [ 59 ao &t "ae gfaur =
ST gad! e, I9 do SMIT, FoRIEA & A= gHA B I S|

However, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) report in May criticising
“Iran’s general lack of cooperation” and the near doubling of its stockpile of 60%
enriched uranium to over 400 kgs since February proved to be more damaging
than Iran anticipated.

gIdife, /g | 3 TRHTY Sl Toidl (IAEA) &1 RUIE F “331 & TgahT &1
AT HHY B DI AR B! | 3P 60% Hafta TaH BT USSR
TIHIT SR B1R 400 Fraume & it &) 5 &1 IomR e, o S 1 e
Dol YD FIABRD Hifad ol

This heightened Iranian concerns about the threat of a sanctions-snapback by the
UN Security Council, which was waived in 2015 following the adoption of the
JCPOA.

T S B1 fIaTE §g TS fob HYed Y Y& URug gRT ufad el $1 gaRifuEr
(sanctions-snapback) &1 WdRT §¢ 7T &, 54 2015 H JCPOA 3T & g HIH 6
f&am T |

Iran knew that given its ageing air force, it was dependent on its stocks of drones
and missiles.

X ST AT o ST QR Bl IR &1 <d gU 98 30+ S 3 framga
USR R AR B

Despite the debacles with Hamas and Hezbollah leaderships, Iran underestimated
the extent of Mossad’s penetration of its systems, evidenced by the targeted
assassinations of its key military leaders as well as nuclear and missile
scientists.

anmaﬁv]ggﬁnﬁaaﬁ%wu SRBEaTSt & STag, S 7 U yonferdt # wWiaTg
i I HH 37T, et gfy 39% Aol A= et 3R w3
forarga amfae! ot R R &t g gansit A S 2
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The entry of the U.S.
3ARY®T Bt T

When the U.S. began to withdraw non-essential staff from its embassies in the
region in early June, it was anticipating Israel’s likely military action.

S SR A o7 @1 YoeTd H & H YT 3u= gl I IR-TRe! Sarial &)
BT XX T, 9 98 SORISA @1 YT =T HIRATS B! SATRABT B 6T 4T

In the past, U.S. reluctance to get involved had prevented Israel from military strikes
but this time, Mr. Netanyahu took a gamble and it paid off.

Ugd, 3R &t feafearge & SR IoRIEd 90 gHE! I §9T gl U, Afdh 39 IR
oft Aa=ung 3 wifew fer SR a8 awa T

Impressed with the success of Israel’s military actions, Mr. Trump ordered
supportive strikes on June 22, with B-2 bombers dropping GBU-57 ‘bunker-
busters’ on Fordow and Natanz, and Tomahawk cruise missiles on Isfahan.
FORTSA ® A=Y HRATS I THIAT SR, 22 S B! ot U 7 TeTI® gHE! BT M
faar, S B-2 S9aUHI A GBU-57 9@ 9% U &I WBIsT 3R FAaid IR TR 3R
il o fHaTsd S¥er W arf g

Following the token retaliation by Iran the following day, Mr. Trump declared an
end to the “12-day-war”.

3ATRT & S GRT U IBTH® SaTdt gHaT a3+ & alg, 9t gu 4 "2-Rafla gg &
3id P GO HR & |

Israel thus claimed victory, Mr. Trump declared the underground sites
“obliterated,” the Gulf states heaved a sigh of relief, and for Iran’s Supreme
Leader, regime survival was a victory.

< PR SuRTSd 1 v DR &, 4t @ U A YTd Yl DI “AF B fear Jan,
QTS ¢RI - II5d DI |iv o, ﬁﬁm%aﬁaﬁm%@wwwﬁﬁm
YTl

Iran suffered over 600 casualties, and all its air defences and half its stock of
missile launchers were destroyed.

S D1 600 I 3P gaTEdl BT THUM g3, IUD!T ART IR JR&HT Jorrelt 3R meh
foramga afR) 3t HeR T8 R G T
It failed to take down a single Israeli aircraft though it did bring down some drones.
aﬁgﬂ?aﬂwﬂsﬁﬁmaﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬁ&ww, BTl I HS FIF e

I
Of the 500 missiles that Iran fired, over 30 were able to get through causing 30
casualties.

éﬂqgghsooﬁﬂﬁﬁaﬁﬁ%ﬁ,mﬁﬁmﬁaﬁwﬁmﬁwuf%ﬁ,mﬁso R Bt
I 55|

While Mr. Netanyahu’s suggestion that sustained military pressure may bring
about a regime change in Tehran has some support from Iran-hawks in
Washington, it is anathema to Mr. Trump’s MAGA support base, who are wary of
entanglements abroad.

St Y Aq=aTg $1 I8 YIa [ TR A= ga19 I dg% | - gRkad= g1 gl
8, P! AiRATe & 3¢ faRIR[AT ¥ oo = e 8, 98 ft €0 & MAGA wadai &
forg s &, ot =it Sasl 9 Q¥ 36+ 916d §

The U.S. interventions in Afghanistan and Iraq in 2001 and 2003 respectively,
were messy and costly, leaving behind a legacy of instability.

2001 3T 2003 H BT 3R TP A MNP &Y -0 3R HgA
e 8T 3R I IfRURaT Ft farTa 3

Iran is three times larger, and Iranians are a people with a deep sense of
nationalism based on their civilisational history.
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3 MHR H FF AT T3 §, sﬁiéﬂﬁmﬁmwwmw&mﬁa
TERT AFATE |

The current theocratic regime may be weak and its replacement may be less
religious, but not less nationalist, and it would therefore push ahead with the
nuclear deterrent.

Tffr TIRIT YA &1 FHSIR B, 3R ITHT RIH T 9Tl UG NG HH U
g1, ifchT ¥ ATl 81 o, SR I8 ueHy] wfeRiy Hifa o 3wt ggremm

Mr. Netanyahu may not be averse to a forced regime change but the U.S. and the
Gulf Arabs would not want to open this Pandora’s box.

oft Aa-a1g B! TAYd D A URGdT ¥ W el 8l Ihdl g, Afds T i
WIS 3R S 39 USRI ST &l Wil gl dg |

Iran’s nuclear capability

S B URHTY] &HaT

Iran has had an ambitious civilian nuclear programme going back to the 1950s.
M B U AgcaThial SRAf® URUTY] g1 1950 & 1% 1 Il 371 36! 6

It joined the NPT in 1970.

X A 1970 & TRHTY] UER VY (NPT) H =mfira gan|

Initially, the Islamic regime was uninterested in the nuclear programme, seeing it
as a part of Western influence.

URY o, SXATHT RT3 TRHTY] HTRiHH § S A8 3T 4T, Fifd 33 98 ufdedt
UHTT ] 3T HFT T

This changed after the Iran-lraq war and in the 1990s, it began developing a
clandestine enrichment capability.

g EDHIVN SF-3TP & & 91G 9ad 77 3R 1990 & IRTH H, 33 A TH T
T erar fdwRa &A1 O foa|

The 2002 disclosures by a group of Iranian exiles, followed by the U.S. invasion
of Iraq in 2003, led the Supreme Leader to shift direction and aim for threshold
status rather than develop a full-fledged nuclear weapon.

2002 ¥ T FHafRal & ve ayE gR1 f 0 gas, ok 3U® a1e 2003 o
SANBT GRT FRTP WR ATHAYT A e &I fo=n e iR qof fasfra wamg
BRAR & somg dxnes fRUTT U &3 ot 3R URa fhan|

The centrifuges and higher levels of enrichment also provided for bargaining
space as Iran could negotiate for sanctions relief with the U.S.

3R I a9 TR 7 +f T HiaHTd I SR8 U ot o 33 ufaedl
A Aed P forw 3Rt T 1did B I

Today, the situation has changed. Iran’s proxies (except for the Houthis) have
been decimated and its missile and drone capabilities found wanting.

3t fRfey gt 7S 71§ & gl wege (@1l B Bls®R) Wi 81 MU T 3R
IH! s SR I &HaTg Safe Ui 7S ¢ |
The threshold state is no longer a safe place. Therefore, a nuclear deterrent
assumes greater importance, even if there is a change of regime.

319 e fRUfa 1 GRfEra fasey =81 35 718 81 S9fo, U] UfeRies & &
G 9¢ TS 8, 4 gf A § uikad= gl
Questions remain about the extent of damage to the underground centrifuge
sites as well as the fate of the 400 kg of the 60% enriched uranium stockpile.
YfATa Ao Al B gU THA DI HHT 3R 60% Hafla 400 fHamy
T & HSR &1 ufas ot +ff warai F A A B

While the scale of the attacks makes resumption of Iran-U.S. talks tricky, Iran
has raised the stakes by terminating the IAEA inspector’s access to its nuclear
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sites.
THA! Bt a1 & HRU S-SR aral &1 gH: Ye1d gipd 81 TS 7, 3R A
J 30T u=HTY] RiE 9% IAEA e 3t uga auTd R & wifaw aer e 3

e Mr. Trump would like to conclude a deal with Iran to build on his success with the
ceasefire.
oft du HudfaRT & SO Twadr T 3T 9G1d U, IR & AIY JHSET HIAT A8 |

e He would do well to remember the U.S. scholar Thomas Schelling’s advice that
successful coercion requires both a credible threat as well as credible
reassurance, if Iran is to be ‘persuaded’ during any future talks.
I AR fagr yTaw AT $t Fars a1g 3@ 71t fos awd gama Hifd & fag
o 3R fayeia twe 3R gt ok fayeia ey S St §, 3R o
R H HAHT S 7

o There has always been a difference between the U.S. and Israeli positions.

3R FIRTSA & v@ A FHIM 3R W5

e While both agree that Iran cannot be allowed to have a bomb, Mr. Netanyahu
goes one step forward to deny Iran any nuclear capabilities.
BTl G 39 dTd R UgHd [ S B UIHIY] g0 7@ Pt SrgAfd 781 & &
o, i St Aa=aTg SN 3MF SR S B fobdl Wt ThR & uRT] &ryat 9
dfera B 9 B

e However, since Mr. Trump has obliged him with the June 22 strikes, he may find it
difficult to deny Mr. Trump his Iran deal provided the Iranians play the game.
Afp, fp oft Tu A 22 S & gHE! P TRT AGATE DY FEGNT a7 8, 3T 3«
w?@%wmﬁmmmm IR S TGN
CXGIN
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Space war: U.S. President Donald Trump makes an announcement regarding the Golden Dome, next to U.S. Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth, in the White House in Washington, D.C., U.S., on May 20. REUTERS

On the Golden Dome: how Trump’s
missile shield tests space law

Such a shield would involve deploying a constellation of satellite interceptors, potentially armed with kinetic or directed-energy weapons, to form a
protective layer over thc US. This has left India, a key US. partner in space situational awareness, tactically aligned but normatively conflicted

Shrawani Sha;

rom golden citadels to divine

shields, rulers across time have

dreamt of impregnable security.

But in every age, these
ambitions have either collapsed under
their own weight or have provoked
greater instability. In 2025, this ancient
dream went to orbit.

In May, U.S. President Donald Trump
unveiled a bold new national defence
initiative called the “Golden Dome”, a
$175-billion space-based missile shield
designed to fend off ballistic, hypersonic,
and orbital threats. The plan involves
deploying a constellation of satellite
interceptors, potentially armed with
~ kinetic or directed-energy weapons, to
form a protective layer over the U.S.

Framed as a defence move, the project
has sparked concerns worldwide for its
geopolitical ramifications as well as for its
implications under international space
law. In particular, the Golden Dome
challenges the Outer Space Treaty’s
limits, raises constitutional concerns
within the U.S., and puts pressure on key
strategic partners such as India.

Loophole or legal red line?

At the heart of the legal debate is Article
IV of the Outer Space Treaty (OST), 1967.
1t prohibits placing “nuclear weapons or
other weapons of mass destruction” in
orbit or stationing them “in outer space in
any other manner”. It further mandates
that celestial bodies shall be used
“exclusively for peaceful purposes”.

The language of Article IV, particularly
its explicit focus on Weapons of Mass
Destruction (WMDs), has created a
loophole for conventional weapons in
space. The term “peaceful purposes” has
been subject to various interpretations,
with some nations claiming that it permits
all non-aggressive military use, while
others insist it implies complete
demilitarisation.

The treaty further states: “The

establishment of military bases,
installations and fortifications, the testing
of any type of weapons and the conduct
of military manoeuvres on celestial
bodies shall be forbidden.” The use of
military personnel for scientific research
or any other peaceful purposes isn't
prohibited, however. The use of any
equipment or facility necessary to
peacefully explore the moon and other
celestial bodies is also not prohibited
(Article V).

Because the Golden Dome’s
interceptors are not classified as WMDs,
they don't violate the letter of Article IV
per se. There are a few concerns
nonetheless. In arms control, the
practical outcome must always take
precedence over the technical details or
official classifications of a weapon. This
means what a weapon is called matters
far less than its actual strategic effect.

For instance, if kinetic interceptors are
used to disable or destroy missiles or
satellites, their impact could
fundamentally alter the balance of power
in space. This capability could create a
dangerous first-strike advantage for one
nation, thereby eroding the principle of
mutual deterrence, which relies on the
threat of retaliation to prevent an attack.
Such a development would undermine
the core goal of arms control treaties,
which is to foster stability through
restraint, and could trigger a significant
and destabilising shift in the dynamics of
power in outer space.

UN General Assembly resolutions
under the Prevention of an Arms Race in
Outer Space (PAROS) Treaty, while lacking
legal enforceability, have successfully
established an interpretive norm against
the militarisation of space. The
deployment of space-based interceptors,
therefore, directly threatens this norm
and could trigger a cascade of similar
actions by other nations.

These systems are plagued by dual-use
ambiguity. A kinetic interceptor,
ostensibly for missile defence, possesses

the inherent capability to be instantly
repurposed to neutralise an adversary’s
vital communication or surveillance
satellites. This inherent uncertainty risks
inflaming suspicion and driving
miscalculation, especially during
heightened crises involving major space
powers like China and Russia, both of
which have already explicitly condemned
the proposed deployment.

Partners in crossfire

India, a rising space power and a key U.S.
partner in satellite tracking and space
situational awareness, now finds itself
tactically aligned but normatively
conflicted. Quiet cooperation in areas like
debris monitoring could tacitly link India
to the Golden Dome’s strategic
ecosystem. However, India is also a vocal
champion of peaceful space use. It has
consistently supported PAROS resolutions
and has positioned itself as a leader of the
Global South in advocating for equitable
and demilitarised space governance.

Supporting or even appearing to
tolerate the Golden Dome could
undermine that credibility, damaging
India’s image as a responsible spacefaring
nation and a potential norm-setter in
future treaty negotiations. Conversely,
non-cooperation might strain its growing
strategic ties with Washington. This
dilemma becomes even more
consequential in the context of India’s
pending Space Activities Bill, which will
shape how the country defines and
regulates dual-use platforms,
private-sector participation, and treaty
compliance.

The Golden Dome is thus more than a
U.S. policy issue: it’s a litmus test for
India’s own legal and diplomatic posture
and could significantly influence the
direction and content of the Space
Activities Bill.

Less than golden precedent
The broader concern is that the Golden
Dome will normalise the weaponisation

of outer space. If the U.S. crosses this
threshold without facing legal
repercussions, China, Russia, and other
actors are likely to follow suit. This could
trigger a destabilising cycle of orbital
arms races, forcing smaller nations to
resort to asymmetric capabilities, such as
cyberattacks, jamming or even the
deliberate generation of debris in orbit.

Such developments would not only
weaken the OST’s authority but could also
unravel the fragile consensus that has
governed space for over half a century. In
the absence of updated and enforceable
treaties, outer space risks becoming a
legal grey zone or, worse, a battlefield
governed by force rather than law.

Thus, the Golden Dome is more than a
military gamble or a political spectacle.
It’s a legal inflection point for space
governance in the 21st century. It exposes
loopholes in a 58-year-old treaty, reveals
structural weaknesses in domestic
oversight, and underscores the urgent
and immediate need for modern legal
instruments that can keep pace with
technological realities.

Strategic partners, such as India, along
with like-minded spacefaring nations,
should notably push to clarify and
modernise the OST, especially the parts
pertaining to dual-use and conventional
space-based weapons. Advocacy for
legally binding instruments on the
non-deployment of weapons in space is of
paramount importance. This pursuit of
international agreements, which play a
crucial role, should be complemented by
establishing comprehensive transparency
mechanisms for military space projects to
reduce ambiguity and mistrust.

It’s also crucial that national laws, such
as India’s Space Activities Bill, include
clear guidelines for defence cooperation
in space, fostering responsible practices
both domestically and globally.

Shrawani Shagun is pursuing a PhD at
National Law University, Delhi, focusing on
environmental sustainability and space
governance.
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On the Golden Dome: how Trump’s missile shield tests
space law

Ties+ S WR: ¢U @I firarsd i & siafver s &1
TET A<t 7

e Such a shield would involve deploying a constellation of satellite interceptors,
potentially armed with kinetic or directed-energy weapons, to form a protective
layer over the U.S.

Tt 2fics © IUUE SeRAPRN & TS JYG H! a1 HAT A SR, S JHa:
PIZARP U1 SFRFES-TSI BIAURY I o 817, dlfh SMRST & HUR TS &
R I3 o 9 |

o This has left India, a key U.S. partner in space situational awareness, tactically
aligned but normatively conflicted.

Y YR, S Sidi¥er FRUTISa SIRs®d1 # 3MRYe®T T U THE AEIER ©,
AR U | gantt e smexf 0 F sraue § g TR

From golden citadels to divine shields, rulers across time have dreamt of impregnable
security

ol gt A faoy wadl 9%, THY-THY R ST = S0 JRET BT JUAT ¢ET @

e From golden citadels to divine shields, rulers across time have dreamt of
impregnable security.
%ﬁgﬁﬁéwﬁwm&nﬁﬁw, HI-HT TR D] = SN FRET BT G

I

e« Butin every age, these ambitions have either collapsed under their own weight or
have provoked greater instability.
A SR g A T Heare et a1 at 3raq €Y SYgT | @8 7%, 1 iR 317 St
JFRYRaT 3t o174 fear|

« In 2025, this ancient dream went to orbit.
2025 T Ig YT AT BET (orbit) T a 47|

Golden Dome Defence Initiative

s S &1 Ugd

e In May, U.S. President Donald Trump unveiled a bold new national defence
initiative called the “Golden Dome”, a $175-billion space-based missile shield
designed to fend off ballistic, hypersonic, and orbital threats.
w3 H, 3! agufar SiaTes U A s S WS Ue 13 TN Y& Ugd 51
SFTARY fasa, STt $175 faferas o1 siafver-smenfya firamga <fies &, ol afafves,
BRI 3R Siifded @arl A &1 & forw fams fasar T g

e The plan involves deploying a constellation of satellite interceptors, potentially
armed with kinetic or directed-energy weapons, to form a protective layer over
the U.S.

2 OioHT § IUUE SSIAPRI & TP UG $I oI AT §, ST YHId: prg-fed a1
H‘s’gﬁﬂ%@-@%ﬁgﬁuﬁﬁéﬂﬁ, Mo AP & HUR TP GI&T TR §15 o
I

o Framed as a defence move, the project has sparked concerns worldwide for its
geopolitical ramifications as well as for its implications under international
space law.

Y U 8T SUTT & U H UK b1 a1 8, Afch1 39 gRaiorT A fay TR w Y-
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In particular, the Golden Dome challenges the Outer Space Treaty’s limits, raises
constitutional concerns within the U.S., and puts pressure on key strategic
partners such as India.

Oy =u , Mee S ¥er WY i &Y Waraif o) g a1 ], smfver #
gwmmm%mwﬁmwﬁmmwmm
|

Loophole or legal red line?

P Ge AT BT HHET @12

Golden Dome and Arms Control Concerns

TMes 819 3R W fasor | 981 fiare

At the heart of the legal debate is Article IV of the Outer Space Treaty (OST),
1967.

3 B 969 b g A § 1967 B X WY Wi (OST) FT 3G IV

It prohibits placing “nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass destruction” in
orbit or stationing them “in outer space in any other manner”.

g “URHTY] FIUR 9T 3 SFNgR® SIUARY” & &l 1 RIUd &= a1 “faredt oft
9 ¥ q1e 3faivel § ¥@ W ufdaey aummdn g |

It further mandates that celestial bodies shall be used “exclusively for peaceful
purposes”.

g 3111 gg 14 <aT & o wel ok @ity fiisl &1 SuahT daa “zrifaygef 3g=ai”
& fere fomar s Tnf@ul

The language of Article IV, particularly its explicit focus on Weapons of Mass
Destruction (WMDs), has created a loophole for conventional weapons in space.
TG [V P U, faRY U ¥ SR sFAART (WMDs) TR 330 TIF &1 -
fafver  uRuR® gRART & T T& ST ¥< (loophole) ST S B

The term “peaceful purposes” has been subject to various interpretations, with
some nations claiming that it permits all non-aggressive military use, while others
insist it implies complete demilitarisation.

«grifarguf ITTa” Tee ) fAf sarReny &1 7S § %mnmﬁ%ﬁw-s’ﬁv ITHTHD
=T IUGNT B U AT 8, T 37 S A ¢ fob 391 3 guf A=gahvr-
HaddT (demilitarisation) gl
The treaty further states: “The establishment of military bases, installations and

fortifications, the testing of any type of weapons and the conduct of military
manoeuvres on celestial bodies shall be forbidden.”

T 3T Bt g: “IA= feb1, ufagml R fParafeat $1 wimmr, faeht W ueR &
RARY &1 e, 3R W8l W A= s fAiftreg gt 1”

The use of military personnel for scientific research or any other peaceful
purposes isn't prohibited, however.

BTy, AR SFEUT I7 37 Zrifaqul Igxal & o =0 il & ST wR
gfaay T8 B

The use of any equipment or facility necessary to peacefully explore the moon
and other celestial bodies is also not prohibited (Article IV).

ST SR 3T gl &1 Trifagul Wi & oY aads IuHon a1 ghaurs & ST IR
i wfady 16T © (3g=E V)|
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Because the Golden Dome’s interceptors are not classified as WMDs, they don't
violate the letter of Article IV per se.

b Tiiee S & AT ! SHER® §RAR (WMDs) & U § avffed el fban
T 8, S 9 Srede IV Y J& YTNT &7 Seau- -l Hd |

There are a few concerns nonetheless. In arms control, the practical outcome
must always take precedence over the technical details or official classifications
of aweapon.

R 1t o ATt €1 IRa fRrd=ror 8§, srggive ufvona &1 gaen gfaR & de-te!
SAFSRI 1 RGNS T fdwor § $HwR @1 91 A1

This means what a weapon is called matters far less than its actual strategic effect.

91 31 7 o5 SRIAR 31 1 H7T 1l 7, T8 SUD| IRAdh IuFd FHTaRTerar 9
He| HH HE™ Gl & |

For instance, if kinetic interceptors are used to disable or destroy missiles or
satellites, their impact could fundamentally alter the balance of power in space.
IETERYT & oY, Al BIgAfe® gexaed o1 SUarT faarsal a1 Suwrgl &t fAfewsy ar
¥ HRA & o o oTg, af ST wuTa Siafver # zifed dgad of difers ©u J
dod qhar gl

This capability could create a dangerous first-strike advantage for one nation,
thereby eroding the principle of mutual deterrence, which relies on the threat of
retaliation to prevent an attack.

g &I [hdl T S & (oY GRS Ugd gHA 3t 9gd I0d HR Gl g, fored
TRTN® YRy & RIGid &7 &R0 81 Yhdl &, S Ufa=NY & Wav TR SURd i1 g

Such a development would undermine the core goal of arms control treaties,
which is to foster stability through restraint, and could trigger a significant and
destabilising shift in the dynamics of power in outer space.

T fasr X fRra=or SR & g SERT & HHSR ST, O § 999 & ATeaH |
fRu=ar Y Ferar 31, 3R T 91eT Siaiver W wfed Jgad ot upfa | 1w iR
SRR TGATT 311 THdl

Threat to PAROS Norms

PAROS AMES! & frg waxT

UN General Assembly resolutions under the Prevention of an Arms Race in
Outer Space (PAROS) Treaty, while lacking legal enforceability, have
successfully established an interpretive norm against the militarisation of
space.

aTe Sfafver # IR ufaeasf &Y AU (PAROS) Wit & d8d TP Y HGIHT &
UHTE, HA € BT U A aregebr) 7 g, Al 3511 Siaier & Aqepul &
e Ue ARSI ® ATFEs & Awadrgdd w1 fhar 8|

The deployment of space-based interceptors, therefore, directly threatens this
norm and could trigger a cascade of similar actions by other nations.

zfen, srafver-3memid sexapd @) d91dt 59 AHds & fore youe WaRT § 3R
TN 3 3T gRT 34t TRE P PraTsyl B 4G IR 8 Ppdl B

Dual-Use Ambiguity and Strategic Risk

SY-IYUNT ST 3R YUHIfa® wifaw

These systems are plagued by dual-use ambiguity. A kinetic interceptor,
ostensibly for missile defence, possesses the inherent capability to be instantly
repurposed to neutralise an adversary’s vital communication or surveillance
satellites.
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S guNTerdl # SY-SUTRT B SEdl 3! G0N ¢ | TP BIgAed SeIdPy, Gﬁ%@frfr
g Yam & fore 7, 39 =17 & Hewayul WaR a1 IR SWIgt &1 gia fAfesa
A B Sfdfied &HdT Bic 8|

This inherent uncertainty risks inflaming suspicion and driving miscalculation,
especially during heightened crises involving major space powers like China and
Russia, both of which have already explicitly condemned the proposed
deployment.

Tg Saffed SAfAf3adr Idg &) HSHT IHdl § 3R TR e Sirha & o &
‘v'iTib_cﬁ% faRIvemR A SR = 9 W siafver wferal & a1y aaraquf Gdel &
dRM, %@ﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁamaﬁwwﬁﬁmaﬂ%l

Partners in Crossfire

BB A IR

India, a rising space power and a key U.S. partner in satellite tracking and space
situational awareness, now finds itself tactically aligned but normatively
conflicted.

YR, Th IURI 3iaives Tfaa iR Aeange fd ok siafves fRufa Smeswar &
SMANPT BT TG WIFGR, 316 IHIfaP 77 A a1 A TIAT § R AP &4 J
SAFH A B

Quiet cooperation in areas like debris monitoring could tacitly link India to the
Golden Dome’s strategic ecosystem.

HaaT fARTHT S &3 T =1id TgalT YR &1 Mes S 3 I0FIID Jummelt
AU U U IS bl 3|

However, India is also a vocal champion of peaceful space use.

gTdifs, YR Rrifaqul siafer START &1 T g Jad® i 31

It has consistently supported PAROS resolutions and has positioned itself as a
leader of the Global South in advocating for equitable and demilitarised space
governance.

YRd 7 PAROS UITal T eTaR JHA far & 3iR Ge o afye afémr o
Aqa@dt A1 7, S UM 3R 3T 3idf¥er /I &1 9HdH Ha1 8|

Supporting or even appearing to tolerate the Golden Dome could undermine that
credibility, damaging India’s image as a responsible spacefaring nation and a
potential norm-setter in future treaty negotiations.

Mes S8 &1 9adT T a1 3us ufa Je-=ia e ff yRd & fagr=aar &t
HHGIR B bl 5, FoE YR B T ForgR SiaRes Y SR Wias o1 wikral &
A RITUT H3A a1 S &1 Bfd B JHA 81 Ihal ¢ |

Conversely, non-cooperation might strain its growing strategic ties with
Washington.
%ﬂ%ﬁuﬂa, "GN - BT AlRNTC & Y 9@ 0P Jaeh # a1d o Febal

I
This dilemma becomes even more consequential in the context of India’s pending
Space Activities Bill, which will shape how the country defines and regulates
dual-use platforms, private-sector participation, and treaty compliance.
Ig §g a9 SR 1t TR 81 I § 919 URa & wifed W vieefadis faa & S o,
S I8 0 BT b SR GU-SUUNT Wewt, fAeh 85 3 urfier 8k 4ifYr srure=
B! o gRYIR 3R fafrafia s=ar gl

The Golden Dome is thus more than a U.S. policy issue: it's a litmus test for
India’s own legal and diplomatic posture and could significantly influence the
direction and content of the Space Activities Bill.

e Mes S % teh skt Hifa &1 amren 78 §: 98 YRd & ST 3R
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Less than Golden Precedent

Mes AT 9 $HTR IS0

The broader concern is that the Golden Dome will normalise the weaponisation
of outer space.

2! fof 7% ® fos Mes 19 a1 Siaer & gRARS &Y | 311 3|

If the U.S. crosses this threshold without facing legal repercussions, China,
Russia, and other actors are likely to follow suit.
aﬁeﬁﬁmsﬂ@ﬁmﬁmm%aﬁwﬁﬁémﬁa@ﬂiﬁﬁm 0 A, T
3R 3= 31 ot Iyad: gt I8 W I |

This could trigger a destabilising cycle of orbital arms races, forcing smaller
nations to resort to asymmetric capabilities, such as cyberattacks, jamming, or
even the deliberate generation of debris in orbit.

T U SAFRRAT A1 B arell Hea sRART B 1 = 3 Il 8, B B
20 B! ATSER g, AT, 1 781 IF [ T gaar IUF HIA o AT
I DI AT TS o 5 |

Such developments would not only weaken the OST’s authority but could also
unravel the fragile consensus that has governed space for over half a century.

U4 fah™ OST Bt SfUBIRGT Bt UG 5l 7ol Hl dicd UD AT GH A
Sfafver ot Frafia s @ Ig® Jeafa & 1t f5a-A = I5d §

In the absence of updated and enforceable treaties, outer space risks becoming
a legal grey zone or, worse, a battlefield governed by force rather than law.

a%am@.ésaﬁ?mmﬁuﬁwmﬁm@rﬁrwra 3 91T Srafvel v
PTAT ST &F 1 399 ) R, 6 gRT ARG e 99 Il |

A Legal Inflection Point

ST HIS BT &0

Thus, the Golden Dome is more than a military gamble or a political spectacle.
S Mes S Rt U =7 31T a1 Ie-ifae TR gl ¢ |

It's a legal inflection point for space governance in the 21st century.

Tg 21t 9 A 3iaRer I & 1T Ush I A 1 &0T ¢ |

It exposes loopholes in a 58-year-old treaty, reveals structural weaknesses in
domestic oversight, and underscores the urgent need for modern legal
instruments that can keep pace with technologlcal realities.

Ig 58 AT YRI! WfY BT WA B! I9TR ST 8, W AR Ft WD
mﬁﬁﬁﬁm%@v%aﬁﬁmﬁwﬁ%meﬂwm
ALY BT TP STTLAD T B! SR Bl 3

Strategic partners, such as India, along with like-minded spacefaring nations,
should notably push to clarify and modernise the OST, especially the parts

pertaining to dual-use and conventional space-based weapons. HRd
IUI® ATPERI D1, 3T FUH fIaRYRT arat siafver <=M & Iy ey, favy
U Y gY TN 3R URUR® srafver FRART 4 I =l & oST &t Wy oiR
YT ST & forg Jar =T =g

Advocacy for legally binding instruments on the non-deployment of weapons in

space is of paramount importance.s?ri?lﬁ&r i | E‘fﬂﬂﬁf B a1 B AP B ﬁl‘lz
B U T TTAPR 1] B IPTerd HIAT e ATIID 2|
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e This pursuit of international agreements, which play a crucial role, should be
complemented by establishing comprehensive transparency mechanisms for

military space projects to reduce ambiguity and mistrust.gd GI?RTI'@'C[ ﬂ'ﬂ%ﬁ?ﬁ
®1 @i, S Agwaqul YT FAHa § &) B siafvar aRaierrei & fore ureRfar
¥ YD &7 VMG b SETTAT 3R SHTIUTT Y 7 B B UG ST ST

ElIY

It’s also crucial that national laws, such as India’s Space Activities Bill, include clear
guidelines for defence cooperation in space, fostering responsible practices both

domestically and globally.dg W SRt % & ?T@'q oY f& URaG 1 W
@mmﬁmaﬁ?wmm%mwmﬁﬁrﬁaﬁmm
e M W W MR @@werR & Te@ @ 9

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I1II: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM,
IS)

1. For indigenous defence push, Rajnath Singh stresses
swift decision-making

o= T&T & &I geraT ¢ & forg vy Rig 3 @la
fofg a9 ww SR fea

2. Bear Attack Incident in Madhya Pradesh

A UG W YT & gHA B geT

3. Ahead of COP30, Bonn climate talks fumble the
pressure test
COP30 ¥ Ugd, 91+ SIdryg aTdi gaTd &1 Uiem o
B gt

4. Air pollution tied to preterm births, low birth weight in
India: study
YRd H a1 UgUUT BT dHTd o+ 3R HH o F 9o I

Y eqg—
5. Batting for prevention

AHUH P forg uge

6. Rising seas, shifting lives and a test of democratic
values

¥ed 9Hg, 9ead! Rigfrat sik diedife geal @
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For indigenous defence push, Rajnath
Singh stresses swift decision-making

The Hindu Bureau
NEW_ DELHL.

The valour displayed dur-
ing Operation Sindoor and
the demonstration of dom-
estic equipment during the
operation have further in-
creased the global demand
for India’s defence equip-
ment, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said in Delhi
on Monday.

He was addressing the
Controllers’ Conference of
the Defence Accounts De-
partment (DAD), where he
emphasised the depart-
ment’s critical role in
strengthening the opera-
tional readiness and finan-
cial agility of the armed
forces.

“Our effort is to ensure
that decisions are taken
swiftly so that we can begin
manufacturing larger en-
gines right here in India
and that this journey be-

For indigenous defence push, Rajnath Singh stresses swift

Rajnath Singh with Chief of Defence Staff Gen Anil Chauhan, Army
chief Gen. Upendra Dwivedi, Navy chief Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi,
Chief of the Air Staff Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh in New Delhi. pTi

gins with the hands of In-
dians,” he added, reaffirm-
ing the government’s
commitment to building
advanced indigenous de-
fence manufacturing
capabilities.

“The world is looking at
our defence sector with
new respect. A single delay
or error in financial pro-
cesses can directly affect

operational
ness,” he said.

“Most of the equipment
we once imported is now
being made in India. Our
reforms are succeeding be-
cause of the clarity of vi-
sion and commitment at
the highest level,” he
added.

Addressing the larger
geopolitical context, Mr.

prepared-

Singh mentioned the rising
global military expendi-
ture, reaching $2.7 trillion
in 2024 as per Stockholm
International Peace Re-
search Institute, and stated
that this opens up tremen-
dous opportunities for In-
dia’s indigenous defence
industries.

“Until recently, defence
budgets were not seen as
part of the national econo-
my. Today, they are growth
drivers,” he asserted.

Mr. Singh mentioned
that India, along with the
rest of the world, is enter-
ing a new phase of re-ar-
mament, marked by capi-
tal-intensive investments
in the defence sector. He
urged the department to
incorporate defence eco-
nomics in their planning
and assessments, includ-
ing social impact analysis
of R&D projects and dual-
use technologies.

decision-making 32T I&T &F PI 94T 34 & T Ie1Y
Rig A afva fAola a1 w ek fear

The valour displayed during Operation Sindoor and the demonstration of
domestic equipment during the operation have further increased the global

demand for India’s defence equipment, Defence Minister Rajnath Slngh said in
Delhi on Monday.

fear

TR RigR & SR yefia divar o 53 TRz ¥ fewamg
Y 321 SUSIUN A YRA P &1 IUSIUN o1 afYep FiT o1 3R aer fear &, va
A ATy R A SiHaR &1 R | e

e He was addressing the Controllers' Conference of the Defence Accounts
Department (DAD), where he emphasised the department’s critical role in
strengthening the operatlonal readiness and fmancnal agility of the armed forces.
d &1 ST f[AUTT (DAD) & @
aﬁwmmehvﬁ?ﬂuawaﬁmaﬁmﬁﬁﬁmaﬁwaﬁmww

PRI U, OI8T I8 IR aadl

e “Our effort is to ensure that decisions are taken swiftly so that we can begin
manufacturing larger engines right here in India and that this journey begins with
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the hands of Indians,” he added, reaffirming the government’s commitment to
building advanced indigenous defence manufacturing capabilities. B@%TW
"SHRT U4 § b frofg Ieft @ forg wimd, a1fe g7 WR & & 93 Soi1 &1 fmior =
IR TP AR I8 I YR & 814l T TR 811" I I7d o=fta T fmfor ermarait
& T & Ufd ReR 3 ufddsd 3 gl

o “The world is looking at our defence sector with new respect. A single delay or
error in financial processes can directly affect operational preparedness,” he said.

IBIH T, "gT SHR I&T & P 3 ¥ ¥ W et ¢l fa<ia ufspanai & v off 3§
I 7T Farerd AaTa) &1 Y THIId B Fhdt g1

e “Most of the equipment we once imported is now being made in India. Our reforms
are succeeding because of the clarity of vision and commitment at the highest

level,” he added. IBi 3T FHgT, "SIl SUBIVI §H Ugd SMTATd Hd 3, 9 3§ HRd A
¢ 91 3R &1 AR YR JHd 81 ) § FAifch SAR U TPV H1 Tydl 3R 3=
TR R ufddgdr 1"

o Addressing the larger geopolitical context, Mr. Singh mentioned the rising global
military expenditure, reaching $2.7 trillion in 2024 as per Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute, and stated that this opens up tremendous opportunities
for India’s indigenous defence industries. STI®H YITS-iTd® AgH &I Faida
A Y st i 7 Stockholm International Peace Research Institute & SIIR
2024 T Y =0 9 & dgar 2.7 e STeR 9% g &1 Iera fhar iR &gl
& 3 YR & TSR & I & forg fammat srawR gad & |

o “Until recently, defence budgets were not seen as part of the national economy.
Today, they are growth drivers,” he asserted. drs\lq SR acbi dgl, "gld db dh, YT
ToIC 1 AP SrfqawT 1 fewd1 81 /A1 Sirell U1l 31l 3 faprer & =merep &1

e Mr. Singh mentioned that India, along with the rest of the world, is entering a new
phase of re-armament, marked by capital-intensive investments in the defence

sector. it Rig 7 Iweig a1 fob URa, g1 & a1ep! fowdl & 1Y, G: ARRATBRT o
T 71U TRUT H T R XeT 8, Ford 2em & o yohl-wrem= @ g1 fafga fear man 21

e He urged the department to incorporate defence economics in their planning and
assessments, including social impact analysis of R&D projects and dual-use

technologies. 3®I7 fAURT I ST TISHT 3R Fedich | T&T ARIRA B! A B
BT 38 fopan, forgd R&D uftaieTai 3R St SuaT wenfiifeal o1 amrfore
UHTg fadwor nfa gl
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Bear that killed three men
battered to death in M.P.

Three men were killed and two were injured by a
bear at a village near the Sanjay-Dubri Tiger
Reserve (STR) in Sidhi district of Madhya Pradesh
on Monday, officials said. The animal was also
injured in the clash and was later killed by angry
people. Rajesh Kanna, Deputy Director, STR, told
The Hindu that the incident took place on
Monday in Bastua village in the Madwas range of
the Tiger Reserve after the bear attacked a
buffalo. Mr. Kanna said that five villagers tried to
chase the bear away to rescue the buffalo, which
caused the animal to attack them. The deceased
have been identified as Babbu Yadav, 80, his son
Santosh Yadav, 43, and Deenbandhu Sahu, 70.

Bear Attack Incident in Madhya
Pradesh

A UG W YT & gHA Bl °eT

e In a tragic incident near the Sanjay-Dubri Tiger
Reserve (STR) in Sidhi district of Madhya
Pradesh, three men were killed and two others
were injured by a bear on Monday, according to
officials. The bear was also injured during the
clash and was later killed by angry villagers.

A Yo & diet ford & RUq dorg-gadl eig'R
f¥erd (STR) & ORI HIHAR &1 U& HTq & gHA |
= < B i 81 778 SR &) ST U ®1 7,
FYBING & TR | 3 ehvrd # YT it g gt
TRT 4T 37K S8 F RATT YRTHoT gRT AR fean
o According to Rajesh Kanna, the Deputy

Director of STR, the incident occurred in Bastua village, which falls under the

Madwas range of the Tiger Reserve. He explained that the incident started when the
bear attacked a buffalo, prompting five villagers to try and chase the bear away to
rescue the buffalo, which provoked the animal to attack them.

STR& 37

oI FAT & TR, T8 e eigR od & Hsa ¥ &
ST 3T aTe ST i & 5| 361+ 9l [ Ue1 99 &

TS 99 TG A TP A

TR g9a & f3an, e a1g uid Irion 3 49 &1 g9 & 1T I 3t wiH &
PIRART BT, TR YT A 3 TR gHe PR |

e The deceased were identified as Babbu Yadav (80 years old), his son Santosh
Yadav (43 years old), and Deenbandhu Sahu (70 years old).

Tqe| B Ugd 965, a1 (80 aY), 3% T Wy g1 (43 a) 3R EIFaY A1g (70

) F =T A gL B
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Ahead of COP30, Bonn climate
talks fumble the pressure test

‘The gathering set the groundwork for (X

130 in Brazil. Beyond setting the agenda. the talks could be considered a litmus test to gauge how seriously

countries are committed to implementing past pledges and how prepared they are to scale up ambition in the

s the world braces for another
climate summit in November
this year, the Subsidiary Bodxu
meeting in Bonn, Germa

brought together negotiators, slentiss,

e the complex, behind-the-scenes
work that shapes the outcome of the
Conference of the Parties I(_UP) >unmm

groundwork for he ensuing COTs, with
the 30th Session of the COP (COP30)
scheduled for later this year in Belém,
Brazil. Beyond setting the agenda, Bonn
could be considered a litmus test to gauge
how seriously countries are committed to
implementing past pledges and how

pn- ared they are to scale up ambition in
face of a rapidly closing climate
window.

Sadly, this year’s Bonn conference was
marked by delays, deep disagreements,
and mounting frustration, especially over
procedural priorities and climate finance.
As global temperatures continue to break
records, the urgency to act was palpable
- as was the resistance to revisiting
entrenched political differences

Delayed start, deep divisions
The conference got off to a slow start as
agenda adoption, a procedural step, was
stalled by disputes over finance and trade
measures,
Countries (LMDCs, inc

demanded the inclusion of Article 9.1 of
the Paris Agreement, which obligates
developed countries to provide climate
finance and unilateral trade measures,
such as carbon border taxes, on the
along with the LMDC

continues 1o see ¢ as
unfair, undermining principles «-{n|u|()
and comman but differentiated
responsibilities.

Both these propositions were opposed

by developed nations, particularly the

European Union, which argued that
finance issties were being addressed
under other agenda items. Eventually, a
compromise was reached to address
these issues: not as standalone agenda
items but through informal consultations.
Disappointed with developed countries'
reluctance to discuss the legal obligations
t provide financial support to developing
countries, the LMDCs stated their
intention to revisit this contentios issue
atCoP30.

“This prolonged deadlock delayed the

Members of the G-77/China huddle to find a way forward on the Giobal Goal on Ag

thus contentious. Countries including
Australia warned against micromanaging

expert groups tasked with technical work,

while others demanded clear guidance
and tight timelines. Towards the end of
the conference, parties agreed on a
globally applicable headline indicator set,
which would be complemented by
regionally or nationally tailored
context-specific sub-indicators. Guidance
on indicators to reflect the means of
implementation wasn't agreed an,
however.

‘safe space’ debate
‘The Mitigation Work Programme (MWP) —
created to scale up action to meet the 1.5°
> target — also came under scrutiny.
While many parties acknowledged the
usefulness of dialogues under the MWP,
several questioned its ability to defiver
actuzl emissions reductions.

The debate between parties was on
how a constructive and inclusive
environment, a.k.a. safe space, could be
provided for the MWP discussions: some
advocated a push to ramp up ambitions,

start of formal by nearly two

divide. While developing nations pushed
for historical responsibilities to be
acknowledged and operationalised,
develaped countries advocated
forward-looking frameworks and
voluntary support mechanisms.

An elusive agreement
One of the mast intensely negotiated
themes at Bonn was the Global Goal on
Adaptation, which aims to reduce

resilience. There were also discussions on
integrating the National Adaptation Plan
|\mgn~«\ into the goal, which the

ed for.

Onu of the key drawbacks ul Ih& goal
thus far has been the lack of

Bonn, about 490 indicators Tmm alistof
nearly 9,000 were shortlisted, with the

aim of consolidating them further to
about 100. These indicators will be used
to track adaptation actions under health,
water, agriculture, and infrastructure,
among others. India emphasised that
adaptation must not be assessed through
auniform lens and backed indicators that
are flexible, context-sensitive, and don't
overburden national reporting.

However, differences and tensions
arose over whether and how to include
indicators on the means of
implementation, including finance,
capacity, and technology transfer. Many
developing countries and regional blocs,
such as the African Group and
Independent Alliance of Latin America
and the Caribbean (AILAC), stressed that
without finance-related indicators,
adaptation efforts will remain an
unfunded mandate.

However, countries like Japan and
Australia pushed back against including
finance-related indicators. Additionally,
the African Group and AlL/
opposed to including indicators 1o track
domestic finance allocation and
development assistance, while Au
supported their inclusion, empha:
the importance of tracking national
adaptation processes.

The process 1o refine indicators was

lia
ing

vas xed to limit their scope.

Developing.

This year's Bonn conference was
marked by delays, deep
disagreements, and mounting
frustration, especially over
procedural | es and climate
finance. As global temperatures
continue to break records, the
urgency to act was palpable, as
was the resistance to revisiting
entrenched political differences

about how the Santiago Netwark —a UN
initiative linking vulnerable developing
nations with technical support to tackle
climate impacts, focusing on loss and
damage reduction - would operate
continued to cloud consensus.

In this session, interventions by
observers emphasised the need to
consider nor-economic L&D, scale up
finance, and align L&D efforts with
human rights obligations. India and other
developing counties called for
streamlining access to technical support
and adequate and scaled-up funding for

climate-induced losses.

many of them nm» already set ambitious
Nationally Determined Contribution
(NDC) targets but lack the financial and
technical support to implement them,

The LMDCs, including India, and the
African and Arab Groups, warned against
the MWP being used to impose new
ments and urged that it remain a
tive, non-punitive process. The
ines called for the MWP to
romote, and enhance
international cooperation.

Further, a proposal was made to
develop a digital platform to share
mitigation tools and experiences, While
Brazil, supported by Egypt, argued that
this could help connect fragmented
initiatives, the Alliance of Small Island
Stz d the EU cautioned about the
which
aling up

es
duplication of existing platforms
could take attention away from s
ambitions.

D, just transition, gender

he review of the Warsaw International
Mechanism on Loss and Damage (L&D)
made some headway, with proposals
emerging on integrating L&D into NDCs
and streamlining technical assistance.
However, funding gaps and questions

UNFCCC Executive Se y Simon Stiell speaks.
581 Chair, at the Bonn dlimate talks. usp)

aﬁ?%

A

In discussions under the Just Transition
Work Programime, parties emplusis
that just transition must be anchored in
equity, development rights, and national
contexts. Social dialogue, labour rights,
and meaningful stakeholder engagement,
especially that of Indigenous Peoples,
were highlighted as foundational to just
transition. parties also flagged the
economic impacts of unilateral measures,
such as carbon border taxes (tariffs
imposed on imported goods based on
their carbon footprint) and trade barriers,
and the role of critical minerals in energy
transition. parties agreed to address these
issues through linked agenda items, and
this would remain a bone of contention at
COP30.

A new dispute emerged at H(mn in
connection with th

ce of a shrinking climate window

NG - KINRA WORTH

knowledge systems, and
gender-responsive budgeting were also
discussed.

Climate finance gridlock
Climate finance loomed large
almast every negotiation track, The issues
of how much funding is available, where
itis going, where it will go, and how
predictable it is remained a recurring
theme across discussions on adaptation,
mitigation, and L&D,

The presidency-led consultation on the
“Baku to Belem’ roadmap aims to
operationalise a target to mobilise $1.3
trillion annually in ¢ . But
deep disagreements emerged over the
structure of finance — grants vs. loans,
public v. private, and mitigation v.
adaptation - and who should be held
responsible for raising the money.

Developing countries pushed for
transparent and clear burden-sharing
frameworks among developed countries,
with the G77 and China calling for
tackling systemic barriers to finance.
\d Developing States,
represented by AOSIS, demanded
earmarked and fast-disbursing funds
tailored to their unique vulnerabilities.
The Least Developed Countries sought 2
tripling of adaptation finance by 2030
compared to 2022 levels and a greater
reliance on grants. Several groups,
including AILAC, the Environmental
Integrity Group, and the Arab Group, also
stressed the importance of tracking
progress; scaling non-debt instruments;
and innovating revenue streams, such as
taxes on financial transactions. The EU
noted the need for the roadmap to be a

stakeholders and buikding on existing
initiatives

Taken together, these inputs reflect a
clear call for an inclusive and accountable
roadmap that's responsive to diverse
regional needs.

new Gender Action Plan. There were
differences of opinion on terminology
(gender diversity and inter

concerns emerged over the
credibility of ex-ante finance reporting by
developed countries on their planned
financial c per Article 9.5 of

Key areas of focus propased for the Plan
included unpaid care work, sexual and
reproductive health, and addressing
gender-based violence, signalling the
need for a rmmc\mrk that responds ta
evolving realities. In this context, the roles
of ge ndm]qu,um data, traditional

the Paris Agreement. Several developing
countries highlighted discrepancies
between planned or promised
contributions and actual disbursements
and called for reforms to improve
transparency and accountability.

On the service arrangements of the
Adaptation Fund: parties led
requested that the World Bank, currently
an Interim Trustee of the Fund, be named
the Permanent Trustee of the Adaptation
Fund.

With COP30 in Belém just months
away, the Bonn Climate Conference was
bath a teaser and a pressure test. On the
positive side, parties made incremental
progress on technical workstreams like
adaptation indicators, transparency
frameworks, and Article 6 (on cooperative
mechanisms). But the underlying political
tensions around equity and finance
remain unresolved. Bonn 2025 reaffirmed
that while the science is unequivocal,
politics will determine the pace of action.

(indu K. Murthy leads the Climate,
Environment, and Sustainability sector at
the Centre for Study of Science, Technology
and Policy, a research-based think tank.
indukmurthy@estep.in)
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Ahead of COP30,
Bonn climate talks
fumble the pressure

test

COP30 ¥ Ugd, a9

e The gathering set the
groundwork for COP30 in Brazil.

Y 96% - Feid d g aral
COP30 & fATT 3MTYR TOR fohar|
eBeyond setting the agenda, the

talks could be considered a litmus

test to gauge how seriously
countries are committed to
implementing past pledges and
how prepared they are to scale
up ambition in the face of a
shrinking climate window.

TOIST 99 & ¥ 3 d¢dhy, 3
grarefi ol Ug uRa & ferews
& T S Yol & fob <=1 qd

qrel B AN B & g fpaq iR
2 3R JpfId g T8 JTaarg 9Ha
W1 & G- A TR B geM

& for fpa R B

Bonn Climate Conference and
Road to COP30

i TAarg g 3 COP30

IR

¢ As the world braces for another
climate summit in November
this year, the Subsidiary Bodies
meeting in Bonn, Germany,
brought together negotiators,
scientists, policymakers, and
civil society actors to tackle the

complex, behind-the-scenes work

that shapes the outcome of the

Conference of the Parties (COP)

summit.

SR-or

g1 59 Oy T9aR ° U
¥ o TUR 81 g, SHA & 979 § ggre Aol Ft e 3
ifa fFeatare ok Arive Ta™ & ufafAfRr o v feear

T 3 I Sifed gEYH S o) G R Tob off HIhd 3HTP ¢ UTdfST (COP)
TRITH P URUTH B 3R T |
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Held annually in Bonn, this mid-year gathering sets the technical and political
groundwork for the ensuing COPs, with the 30th Session of the COP (COP30)
scheduled for later this year in Belém, Brazil.

i1 ® g¥ 9 SMifora U8 Hed-aulg 88 I COP THiaH! & foT ad-iiat iR
IETHA® SMYR T Fct 5, AR T Y & 3id & Joile & 9ol e § COP T 30ai
T (CoP30) Aufia g

Beyond setting the agenda, Bonn could be considered a litmus test to gauge how
seriously countries are committed to implementing past pledges and how prepared
they are to scale up ambition in the face of a rapidly closing climate window.

OISl 0 B A R, 91 R $1 T8 TG & fereHd % 7M1 o Ioba ¢ fob e
ud argl & A HRA & o fobaa iR § SIR Aol | dg gt weary f¥se! & awA
Y-t HEATHI& B! fhd=T 9e[ & It dUR 1

Setbacks and Frustration at Bonn

a1 § $prac 3R AR

Sadly, this year's Bonn conference was marked by delays, deep disagreements,
and mounting frustration, especially over procedural priorities and climate
finance.

gufaw, 39 99 @1 919 e fadal, iR gadel ok ged! AR I fafgd @,
faRIY =u T uftrarers wrafiedrst ok Saarg faw & dax |

As global temperatures continue to break records, the urgency to act was
palpable — as was the resistance to revisiting entrenched political differences

e fYe ITIHAT TAR Repis digd off ] 3, a9 PRATS PI dlepIierhdl WY
fﬁﬂ%ﬁ[ﬂﬁn‘s‘ ahve%ﬁmmq%mmmﬂa‘rﬁw&n%uﬁwﬁmu

Deleyed Start, Deep Divisions
facifaa greaa, TeY wadg

The conference got off to a slow start as agenda adoption, a procedural step, was
stalled by disputes over finance and trade measures.

T DI FHATT ¢t I8, Fifs ToeT HY UM &1 Ufhan & fa ok s
SR ®) AP el 3 A e

The Like-Minded Developing Countries (LMDCs, including India) demanded the
inclusion of Article 9.1 of the Paris Agreement, which obligates developed
countries to provide climate finance, and unilateral trade measures, such as
carbon border taxes, on the agenda.

U frarRYRT ara faera=hia ¢ (LMDCs, R HRa A @) A wois # k™
U & 355G 9.1 ! AT A Bt [T &Y, of fap e i &1 Saarg fa=
TS B & FIT 190 HXa1 B, 3R 1Y § BT TS ¢ ol THaRBT ATUR
Ul 31 4t

India, along with the LMDCs, continues to see carbon border taxes as unfair,
undermining principles of equity and common but differentiated responsibilities.

YRd, LMDCs & Iy fidax, T aTe¥ aaq &I Srgfid Al ], S =ard 3R g
AP SrerTT-srerT eIl 3 Rigidl 31 $HSR T 2

Both these propositions were opposed by developed nations, particularly the
European Union, which argued that finance issues were being addressed under
other agenda items.

S aiH! uaral o1 faefRra 3=, faviy = u 3 gRIdg I, A faRiy fosan, fSia adb faan
%ﬁaﬁwﬁagﬁﬁmq@aﬁﬁ%m@fﬂamww%
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Eventually, a compromise was reached to address these issues: not as standalone
agenda items but through informal consultations.

3iqd: U AT g3 foh 3 &) &! W velsT fawa & w0 # 78 afes
oy wRTaRl & e O S fear s

Disappointed with developed countries’ reluctance to discuss the legal
obligations to provide financial support to developing countries, the LMDCs
stated their intention to revisit this contentious issue at COP30.

faora o= ot sifreeT I R giaw, off fasraxita <=1 @1 faxita weraar ¢4 ot
P Foreial )R 99 a3 4 9% ¥, LMDCs 7 COP30 # 33 faargreug gg, &1
Y & o™ 3! HRYT oA |

This prolonged deadlock delayed the start of formal negotiations by nearly two
days and underscored the persistent divide.

Tg &aT TR =i aratsif @Y e B au &t i3 ao eradn 8T $iR
AR -1t §5 W13 DI SoTR |

While developing nations pushed for historical responsibilities to be
acknowledged and operationalised, developed countries advocated forward-
looking frameworks and voluntary support mechanisms.

i fasrasiie 3= - tfaeiRie fmieial ! TWeRA 8k A 4 & 77 &,
Jg! fawfya e¢=m 7 ufasy 37 e 3ik W® Jeradr a3 B adbed o

An Elusive Agreement

U HfST qHSNdT

One of the most intensely negotiated themes at Bonn was the Global Goal on
Adaptation, which aims to reduce vulnerability to climate change, enhance
adaptive capacity, and strengthen resilience.

1 § I SuTeT Tt T v Telae e Sff TSTRRA o, et S8 Seary
g & ufa JdeA=fadr &1 &1 ST, S &l B 9eM T, 3R aaiara

olgd HRAT G|
There were also discussions on integrating the National Adaptation Plan progress
into the goal, which the G77+China rooted for.

TAd M § A=A TSTERM W &1 Wi &1 id a1 R off =i g8, e
TS G774 A fha|

One of the key drawbacks of the goal thus far has been the lack of metrics.

31d d 3 76T B UE HH! ATYGS! P rufufa W 21

At Bonn, about 490 indicators from a list of nearly 9,000 were shortlisted, with the
aim of consolidating them further to about 100.

i1 & T 9,000 HbaD! T J TIHT 490 Hbdd! Bl iciore [l 14T, foFat
ST DI 3T TTHR TIAHIT 100 I T T A8 34T 47|

These indicators will be used to track adaptation actions under health, water,
agriculture, and infrastructure, among others.

S Yo &1 YA WA, 5d, FiY 3R gfardl e afed &t o srgpe
PHRATSAl I ¢ B b a4 fopar ST |

India emphaS|sed that adaptation must not be assessed through a uniform lens and
backed indicators that are flexible, context-sensitive, and don’t overburden
national reporting.

YR A 3 91 W 9IR T fb Srgea & Jicuiqori THEU TR I 7 fovar
ST 2fRT 3R I Wi, UHT-Hagaite ok g RaiféT = aigr 7 s arat
Hhdam! o1 gad= |

However, differences and tensions arose over whether and how to include indicators
on the means of implementation, including finance, capacity, and technology
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transfer.

graifor, o, &t SR WRNRIat gxaiaRur o) srafaas & AreHl W dhdd! ol
M FRA Pl AHR AANG R TG I G|

Many developing countries and regional blocs, such as the African Group and
Independent Alliance of Latin America and the Caribbean (AILAC), stressed that
without finance-related indicators, adaptation efforts will remain an unfunded
mandate.

o3 faeTaia 3= 3R &= Igg! O fr Spie! Tug ok afed smfver sik
PIAYT & T TSI (AILAC) A SR IR Fel % faa | el Wbae! & fomm
3% YO Ueh Sffa<raiiid grfire - 38|

However, countries like Japan and Australia pushed back against including
finance-related indicators.

memﬁ,wﬁwﬁﬁ%mﬁﬁ%&ﬁﬁﬁﬁuﬁ%ﬁﬁmamﬁwﬁﬁu
|

Additionally, the African Group and AILAC were opposed to including indicators to
track domestic finance allocation and development assistance, while Australia
supported their inclusion, emphasising the importance of tracking national
adaptation processes.

D ST, 3PID! TYE 3R AILAC 7 TR fawt rdeT 3R fawr Tgradr & ¢h
PR I Hhdd| Pl A HRA BT faR1Y o621, Safds sifeeferr A 37 TR &1
TrY fbaT SR I Srgge ufsrarsit oY ¢ A S Hgd W R faa

The process to refine indicators was thus contentious.

SUfCTY Hhadh! ! TRSpd B B Ufehar H1w! fargrug &

Countries including Australia warned against micromanaging expert groups
tasked with technical work, while others demanded clear guidance and tight
timelines.

TR afed 3 3 do-Nast #1d & g idd vy wig! 3 9&q FRRER &
faaTe <arat <, safe o =i 7 Ty AnteRi= 3R e THIAHT &t A4 3t |
Towards the end of the conference, parties agreed on a globally applicable
headline indicator set, which would be complemented by regionally or nationally
tailored context-specific sub-indicators.

T & 3fd H, T&HR A TR WR A 3 a1 GBI Jdhddl & Uh d¢ W Jg0d
7Y, e gt a1 et U & s fera, Hev-fafky Su-wdas! 9 qid fear
ST |

Guidance on indicators to reflect the means of implementation wasn’t agreed on,
however.

gIdifs, PTaf-aa= & TN &1 SN a1 Hbdd] IR HIs HeHId T8] 9 Tl |

‘Safe Space’ Debate
IRIEE R W) 984

The Mitigation Work Programme (MWP) — created to scale up action to meet
the 1.5°C target — also came under scrutiny.

1.5°C 9&T B [T H1 & o o1l &1 9gM & ey A 7931 11 fafedz= ad
T (MWP) it ST & SRR | 3|

While many parties acknowledged the usefulness of dialogues under the MWP,
several questioned its ability to deliver actual emissions reductions.
S5l s U&l F MWP & agd JaTal 1 SUARIar 3! WieR fasan, 98t o3 o= A
TRAfI® IS Beldl o &1 SHD! &Hdl TR Fald SS[|

The debate between parties was on how a constructive and inclusive
environment, a.k.a. safe space, could be provided for the MWP discussions: some

Page53

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

advocated a push to ramp up ambitions, while others wanted to limit their scope.

Ueif & o9 989 39 91d R At fd Mwp =3l & fort Ta-Td® 3k JHTaRN arararor
I RI&T R ¥ Ue a1 SN $& 2 Agardiansil &) 9eM & oy gara 9
P! THTAd DI, T 3= = 3YB! T B WG B B AR B

Developing countries emphasised that many of them have already set ambitious

Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) targets but lack the financial and

technical support to implement them.

famrr=iia 3= 7 SR TR Fe1 5 398 q B Ugd & Hearwih ta k|

fRrufRa a1 (NDC) @& 00 R 9 &, At 38 I8 AN &= & 1o faiia ok
ETAdT 1 BH |

The LMDCs, including India, and the African and Arab Groups, warned against the

MWP being used to impose new commitments and urged that it remain a

facilitative, non-punitive process.

YR Afed LMDCs, 3R pia} TUT 3R el 7 dra-it <t fb MWP &1 JudinT 1Y
mﬁa%ﬁ%%qqmmaﬁvsﬁmamasﬁamwwﬁw
3 T

The Philippines called for the MWP to facilitate, promote, and enhance
international cooperation.

| S MWP &1 SERRTSTA WAl i ggraTl &, JiIeT e o+ ok 34 geg
P & o Tl
Further, a proposal was made to develop a digital platform to share mitigation
tools and experiences.
3T T URaTd foam a1 o 6T SUHRON 3R SrJUal & WIgh H o oY U
fSfored Wewid fawiid fasar sl
While Brazil, supported by Egypt, argued that this could help connect fragmented
initiatives, the Alliance of Small Island States and the EU cautioned about the
duplication of existing platforms, which could take attention away from scaling up
ambitions.

Safes sreid, oY e &1 394 fiyen, 3 9% foun & a8 foest ugal & siea o
HEE R qHhd 3, I8 BIC gIUIg TN & TeaeH iR GRITHY Y 7 HiSel Wewhid Pt
TRIGRT &1 AHR Adrast 4, o Agarsiesii @1 ge1 ¥ & 8¢ Ihdl |

L&D, Just Transition, C-::ende:r
T 3R &, TRt Ispav, A e,

The review of the Warsaw International Mechanism on Loss and Damage (L&D)
made some headway, with proposals emerging on integrating L&D into NDCs and
streamlining technical assistance.

TP 3R &ffa U= ar SaRfga o (L&D) &1 wHlen ¥ $& Wil g8, fored
NDCs ® L&D $! THIHd B 3R ah-11d] TgrIdl &I JHATRUT B & TRaa
A 3T

However, funding gaps and questions about how the Santiago Network — a UN
initiative linking vulnerable developing nations with technical support to tackle
climate impacts, focusing on loss and damage reduction — would operate
continued to cloud consensus.

gTaifos, fam uiwor &Y wY SiR 5 ward fos Afeann Aead — o Wgad AP Bt D
UEd § 3R THU 3R &Y &) H9 9 W A Higd HId U Y

XM DY IH-1h! TS W NS & — b HTH B, T8 3t it Jgafa & arer g
g gl

In this session, interventions by observers emphasised the need to consider non-
economic L&D, scale up finance, and align L&D efforts with human rights
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obligations.

O A 8, gl & gy 3 IR-enffe Jwar ik affa, faa &t 9gm, sk L&D
YT ! AFANYSR GIRIE] & U B o aadhdl R §d |

India and other developing countries called for streamlining access to technical
support and adequate and scaled-up funding for responding to climate-induced
losses.

YR 3R 317 faswraeia 320 7 qo-te) Jeradr a I Ugd 3R saarg sifvd
TJHaTl 9 e & fore vafw ik et gen famdiyur gRfda &=a &t T &t

In discussions under the Just Transition Work Programme, parties emphasised
that just transition must be anchored in equity, development rights, and national
contexts.

AR A HYT HTI HRIHH & dgd Jaisi H, Taff A SR g el [ =araygut
AT &1 qHTAT, [ SRRy, iR wgia weul W snurid g1 =Tl

Social dialogue, labour rights, and meaningful stakeholder engagement,
especially that of Indigenous Peoples, were highlighted as foundational to just
transition.

Ao Harg, 4fie s, SR feaur®! ot wrde urfier, favivex
SATfEaR TSR &1, DI ATAHIT HhHUT BT SMURRIAT & =0 H 3@ifdd fopdm T
Parties also flagged the economic impacts of unilateral measures, such as
carbon border taxes (tariffs imposed on imported goods based on their carbon
footprint) and trade barriers, and the role of critical minerals in energy transition.
U&lt A ThaRwpT SUTal & i guTal, S o Sre ais ¢ay (S Smafad axgait
IR 375 BT S P YR TR T S &) 3R ATIR FTUTSH, 3R Sl FspHT
H wgayqul @il @ et & 1t Som

Parties agreed to address these issues through linked agenda items, and this would
remain a bone of contention at COP30.

T&l A 37 ) @1 ST # oS UelsT figell & Ared I gagm | IgHha Wi, 3R
gg coP30 ¥ faarg &1 fawa &1 @

A new dispute emerged at Bonn in connection with the development of a new
Gender Action Plan.

Tﬁﬂﬁ@ﬂﬁaﬁ:ﬂaﬁﬂimm (Gender Action Plan) CACCAREARNERY
SHR|

There were differences of opinion on terminology (gender diversity and
intersectionality).

Tgae (o fr dfre fafaear sk sexdaRmferd) & dar Tade < M|

Key areas of focus proposed for the Plan included unpaid care work, sexual and
reproductive health, and addressing gender-based violence, signalling the need
for a framework that responds to evolving realities.

o1 & fo TRaTfad g &t & Srdafi® qaHTd &, T 3R o=+ WA, 3R
Afre-smenfya f&ar @ fFroen wnfie 9, SR g5 Tava e & sqadt arafawansil
DI e T @A §U Uh =UAT B1 HTIRG el ¢ |

In this context, the roles of gender-disaggregated data, traditional knowledge
systems, and gender-responsive budgeting were also discussed.

59 ¥y §, dffres fawifora sriwst, wRuRmTa I yonfer, SR A SwRerdt
gole & YIS IRt == g3

Climate Finance Gridlock

Saary fad w feriy

Climate finance loomed large across almost every negotiation track.

T &R aTdl ¢ H Saaryg fad U@ U ¥ ST 38T
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o The issues of how much funding is available, where it is going, where it will go,
and how predictable it is remained a recurring theme across discussions on
adaptation, mitigation, and L&D.

e fad SUTsH 8, 98 Hal o X613, Fel oe, 3R 98 foraan gafqa=a €,
SR g, 3 @ad, I, 3R JHAM T &fd (L&D) TR Id! &1 WITAR el S
Tl faw s 3

o The presidency-led consultation on the ‘Baku to Belem’ roadmap aims to
operationalise a target to mobilise $1.3 trillion annually in climate finance.

G T IAT AsAY R Sreefta st &1 350 e v $1.3 RRfera Jem & agy
H A AT B

o But deep disagreements emerged over the structure of finance — grants vs.
loans, public vs. private, and mitigation vs. adaptation — and who should be
held responsible for raising the money.
Afer faxta g &1 AHR TeR WA IR — SN & e 9910 HBUI, Jdwf®
a%'qﬁﬁﬁ, 3R XA T G — 3R T8 & fad Jer &t Rrder feawst

Sy

o Developing countries pushed for transparent and clear burden-sharing
frameworks among developed countries, with the G77 and China calling for
tackling systemic barriers to finance.
faerazha 3= A fAeRa 32 & o uRexlf o Wy Sgr-faarur e ot aim @,
Safe G77 3R T4 7 faw & yummehTa sraRien | fRues o1 smgm fasar

o Small Island Developing States (AOSIS) demanded earmarked and fast-
disbursing funds tailored to their unique vulnerabilities.

DI gIdTy fawTa=iia 3= (AosIS) 7 3o fafRry Jde=itaarsi & s&y
Fuffea sik <ftw faafka 81 a ws & A 31|

e The Least Developed Countries (LDCs) sought a tripling of adaptation finance
by 2030 compared to 2022 levels and a greater reliance on grants.
3 d MEUTAPHIRIA SN (LDCs) = 2022 F TR B AT § 2030 dF Ha- fad
P 9 AT T 3R a1 W &if¥re e &t wi &t

e Several groups, including AILAC, Environmental Integrity Group, and Arab
Group, also stressed the importance of tracking progress, scaling non-debt
instruments, and innovating revenue streams, such as taxes on financial
transactions.
AILAC, Tafavofiy srasdr aqg, 3iR 3Rd HE IRd H3 THg! - WIfd W ToR
@, BT UGN BT T, 3R faxfia A9-39 R 7 9 o4 Al § TaER
DI TIRGH AT I HI Gifdd fabar|

o The EU noted the need for the roadmap to be a transparent platform engaging
external stakeholders and building on existing initiatives.
R | (EU) 3 SR fear i 98 AeAu U uRexf @9 o1 =it i argd
fRauR®! B S TP IR Hiser ugal W 3uRd 8|

e Taken together, these inputs reflect a clear call for an inclusive and accountable
roadmap that’s responsive to diverse regional needs.
TIU &0 ¥, T 19 U GHTAT 3R Taraes JSAY & o7 WY Mg &I a2l §
St faftr gefta sl & wfar Haegei=ita 81|

e Meanwhile, concerns emerged over the credibility of ex-ante finance reporting by
developed countries on their planned financial contributions, per Article 9.5 of
the Paris Agreement.
39 o9, MR THY & e 9.5 F AUR, fawRid =i gRI oot derm &t 78
forita weraan & Yey o gd-Ruifén @) fyya-taar & dax Riae 34|

o Several developing countries highlighted discrepancies between planned or
promised contributions and actual disbursements and called for reforms to
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improve transparency and accountability.

s fApTasia 3= A GIeTES: a1 a1eT $1 T8 [T 3R IRafa® faRor & 9=
faiTfara 1 IR fara SiR UReRfar ol Saradd) & GurR &1 7 31|

e On the service arrangements of the Adaptation Fund: parties led by AOSIS
requested that the World Bank, currently an Interim Trustee, be named the
Permanent Trustee of the Adaptation Fund.

DY DI AT GRS & Ay T: AOSIS & Aqged | vafi 7 srRIy e
, ST I & T A gl B, 3l Tt gt Fgad forar sl

. Wlth COP30 in Belém just months away, the Bonn Climate Conference was both a
teaser and a pressure test.

909 ® gF a1 COP30 & $ ¢ HgH AW ¢, T4 & 919 Jaarg e U6 dbad
3R gara Tdigror gHI I

e On the positive side, parties made incremental progress on technical workstreams
like adaptation indicators, transparency frameworks, and Article 6 (on
cooperative mechanisms).

THRID Tl T8 6T i Uell 7 e Ybaed, URGRIAr &uv, 3R 3¢ 6
(S fr TgPpRY 771 ¥ Tafdd B) O db-io! fawal wR e waifa &1

o But the underlying political tensions around equity and finance remain
unresolved.

Afe1 TaTaT SR far & Jeftra Wit worifas aama onft off sRgagt s gU B

o Bonn 2025 reaffirmed that while the science is unequivocal, politics will
determine the pace of action.

T4 2025 1 SIERAT S S fag Wy &, Friarg! o1 Tfd Is-ifd 9 S|

Independent Alliance of Latin America and the
Caribbean (AILAC)

AILAC is a negotiating bloc of progressive Latin American and Caribbean countries
that work collectively on climate change negotiations, especially under the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

It represents middle-income countries that are particularly vulnerable to climate
change and advocate for ambitious climate action, transparency, and environmental
integrity.

2012 (during the UN Climate Change Conference)

Current Member Countries (as of 2024):

Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Guatemala
Honduras
Panama
Paraguay
Peru

N>R WN -

Core Objectives of AILAC:
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¢ Promote ambitious climate action and support the Paris Agreement goals

e Ensure transparency and accountability in climate pledges (Nationally
Determined Contributions — NDCs)

o Push for climate finance, technology transfer, and capacity building

¢ Represent a balanced voice between developed and least-developed nations

e Advocate for the recognition of national circumstances and the principle of
common but differentiated responsibilities (CBDR)

& Key Characteristics:

Feature

@ Region

5 Type

@ Unique
Identity

& Position

& Forum

Explanation

Latin America and the Caribbean

Climate Negotiating Bloc

Unlike ALBA (Bolivarian Alliance), AILAC is non-ideological and
focused on climate ambition

Progressive and bridging between developed and developing
countries

Active in UNFCCC COP summits, Paris Agreement implementation,
and Global Stocktake discussions
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Northern states at higher risk

A particularly significant finding in the
study is the regional disparity:
specifically, Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, and Bihar bear the brunt of the
consequences of air pollution. These
regions are known for being heavily
industrialised with high vehicular
emissions and the widespread use of solid

Sanitation workers cleaning a road are enveloped

by smog in Gurugram. PTI Higher PM2.5 during pregnancy

increased the likelihood of both
Air pollu[i()n LBW and PTB by 1.37x and L67x,

respectively, with even a slight

tl@d [o preterm rise in temperature linked to an

increase in LBW cases

b Ir thS, low fuels for cooking.
s s This conclusion aligns with previous
b lrth welght reports. Another recent study in The
Lancet reported that the average PM2.5

i n I n d ia : S t lldy concentration in Delhi was 13.8-times

T — ; higher than that in Kerala.
GS Paperllipolution ... PTB was most prevalent in Himachal
SICCHIARCIRIN. Pradesh (39%) and Delhi (17%), while LBW
was most common in Punjab (22%) and
Air pollution, a hazard endured everyday Delhi (19%). Female children were more
by millions across India in varying likely to be born with LBW (20%)
degrees, has long been associated with a compared to males (17%) — although both

range of respiratory diseases, heart
conditions, and a growing list of health
issues. Now, a new study reveals the

conditions were found to be more
frequent among children of illiterate and

damaging effects of air pollution extend poorer mothers.
far beyond the lungs and heart, affecting Households that used solid fuel to cook
people before they are even born. also reported higher rates of both LBW
Published in PLoS Global Public dPTB
Health, the study was carried out by and Feb. .
researchers from institutions in India, Higher levels of PM2.5 during
Thailand, Ireland, and the UK, with data pregnancy significantly increased the
from the National Family Health Survey likelihood of both LBW and PTB by 1.37x
(NFHS) along with satellite data. The team and 1.67x, respectively, with even a slight
assessed the influence of ambient air rise in temperature linked to an increase
quality on birth outcomes, specifically .
preterm births (PTB) and low birth weight mn LE_”W cases, ﬂ-lOUgh not PTB. A
(LBW). The dataset included children Higher temperatures have previously
aged O to 5 years; 52% were female and been linked to maternal dehydration, heat
48% male. stress, and increased cardiovascular
The results suggest that exposure to strain, all of which impair placental
fine particulate matter (PM2.5) during fi ti, d di t foetal wth
pregnancy significantly increases the unction an SmP oe- gro .
likelihood of these adverse outcomes. Conversely, excessive rainfall, especially
PM2.5 consists of airborne particles less during the monsoon, raises the risk of
than 2.5 micrometres in diameter. waterborne infections, which can further
o Aj;:j‘l‘f‘ﬁ Z(;;?See;n;g,w;}tg;r; S hinder foetal growth, the study suggests.
& 7%00 Tigher ehaie of delvering ) Flooding al_'ld dlsplacemf_ent associated
prematurely compared to those who with heavy rains can also disrupt
weren’t exposed. The odds of giving birth healthcare access, leading to delayed
to a baby with low birth weight rose by medical interventions and increasing the
40% for mothers who faced higher air *|f likelihood of pregnancy complications.

pollution levels.
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Air pollution tied to preterm births, low birth weight in
India: study

YR H a1 UGUUT BT YdPHTd o H 3R $H o H goi o Ja¢:
ST

e Air pollution, a hazard endured everyday by millions across India in varying
degrees, has long been associated with a range of respiratory diseases, heart
conditions, and a growing list of health issues.

YRT § aral anT gfafed fafiid Rl iR arg Ugwor St J6R1 &1 9] a1d g8, St
T THT § 49T I, T NN, SR By 3T W T3 ¥ ST e &

+ Now, a new study reveals the damaging effects of air pollution extend far beyond
the lungs and heart, affecting people before they are even born.

3, U T 3eqT I Ul Il § [ 1Y UgHUl HI §IHBRS YHTG Had e AR
gy ao it TE1 8, sfep g8 @il &) S o+ | Uga 8 UHIfad o e 2|

o Published in PLoS Global Public Health, the study was carried out by researchers
from India, Thailand, Ireland, and the UK, with data from the National Family
Health Survey (NFHS) along with satellite data.

g 30T PLoS Global Public Health T UHIRId g1 €, S HIR4, YTsd's,
Wﬁg%@mﬁﬁﬂ@uuﬁaﬂwﬁ&mmmw 3R SUUE el
YR TR |

e The team assessed the influence of ambient air quality on birth outcomes,
specifically preterm births (PTB) and low birth weight (LBW).
Y 3 graTaR Vit aTg IUTEET & o TR, IRy ¥9 ¥ qdeTd o (PTB) iR
DY S gdui+ (LBW) WUWWWWI
e The dataset included children aged 0 to 5 years; 52% were female and 48% male.
;’Héﬂ@?%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ&g%ﬁw&raﬁ;ﬁrr:rﬁ@rsz%ag%ﬁ'e,ﬁus%as%
I

e The results suggest that exposure to fine particulate matter (PM2.5) during
pregnancy S|gn|f|ca ntly increases the likelihood of these adverse outcomes.

Ry 1 & fob 7 & GRM PM2.5 (&9 HU1 uerdl) & Iudh 9 39 gI-eRS
uﬁw@ﬁﬂmﬁmﬁq@@?ﬂ%l

e PM2.5 consists of airborne particles less than 2.5 micrometres in diameter.

PM2.5 d §aT H HIS[g HUT §1d & foI! oI 2.5 HTghIHIER ° &H g1 &
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According to the study, mothers exposed to increased levels of PM2.5 had a 70%
higher chance of delivering prematurely compared to those who weren’t exposed.
T F IR, ST ATATE PM2.5 & 31 TR & Tudh H off, I SRIHY YRIg Bt
HUTTAT 70% 3if¥e o, 37 Afgarsit ot gomn & St 39 ¥uss | =61 |

The odds of giving birth to a baby with low birth weight rose by 40% for mothers
who faced higher air pollution levels.

5 st &1 iftre arg D1 HEAT HIAT UST, I7h HH T doi ardl R &
S Bt GG | 40% Bt glest <91 T3 |

Northern states at higher risk

IR Il ° Siftres snfaw

A particularly significant finding in the study is the regional disparity: specifically,
Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar bear the brunt of the
consequences of air pollution.

3179 B U foRiy ©U & Agayul e g ¢ fos 3o efig sRyaman §: fjiy & u
¥ feeedt, domme, gheamon, Iw e 3R fagR & arg uguur & uRomd! &1 9y e
I AT TSl
These regions are known for being heavily industrialised, with high vehicular
emissions and the widespread use of solid fuels for cooking.

3 &7 e SNNRIPipd €, STel are-il A Seaei 31 gl § IR WHT UhM &
o1 o geM &1 U U il B
This conclusion aligns with previous reports.

T8 fery ugd &t Rulef & 3=y g
Another recent study in The Lancet reported that the average PM2.5 concentration
in Delhi was 13.8-times higher than that in Kerala.

g dde @ U giior RUIE & SR, el & Siid PM2.5 Higdr, dd & ga- &
13.8 T[AT 3ifera ot
PTB was most prevalent in Himachal Pradesh (39%) and Delhi (17%), while LBW
was most common in Punjab (22%) and Delhi (19%).
qdeTe 7 (PTB) Te 31T fermaer Wewr (39%) 3R fawwht (17%) o <ar
Safe HH S ToI (LBW) T 31fd UelTT (22%) 3R feeht (19%) & a1 |
Female children were more likely to be born with LBW (20%) compared to males
(17%) — although both conditions were found to be more frequent among children of
illiterate and poorer mothers.
wfgen RIgsi § $H &= 997 (20%) T B FHET T (17%) B o H e
ot — grdifes T fRuferat SrfRifera SR e wrareil & s=i 1 3ifis U |
Households that used solid fuel to cook also reported higher rates of both LBW and
PTB.

5 R & @M1y & fe 31 $Y= &1 ST 8iaT UT, 98T LBW 3R PTB &1 &3
3ty OTs TS |
Higher levels of PM2.5 during pregnancy significantly increased the likelihood of
both LBW and PTB by 1.37x and 1.67x, respectively.

TUTERIT & GRH PM2.5 & 3 WX I LBW 3R PTB &1 JUTEHT HHT: 1.37 TFT 3R
1.67 TAT §¢ ST 81
Even a slight rise in temperature was linked to an increase in LBW cases, though
not PTB.

I # 41 gf ot LBw AmHe & 3fe @ 9t off, graife pTB ¥ T |
Higher temperatures have previously been linked to maternal dehydration, heat
stress, and increased cardiovascular strain, all of which impair placental
function and disrupt foetal growth.
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Ugd & 3egg-l § I argHE S |ig fAsteieor, T ¥ 9919, iR ggg R ae
TTa  SireT T g, S 9t wiTer % et & a1fd HRa § SR yur #Y g | ey

SIad gl

o Conversely, excessive rainfall, especially during the monsoon, raises the risk of

Batting for prevention

A One Health programme is essential
to prevent zoonotic spillover

ith two cases of Nipah virus detected
w in Kerala — including one fatality ow-

ing to the infection — the attention is
rightfully, once again, on a preventable infectious
disease that could leave havoc in its trail. An ado-
lescent girl from Malappuram succumbed to the
virus on July 1, and a 38-year-old woman from Pa-
lakkad is battling for life in the hospital. In the big
picture, as many as 425 people who are in the
contact lists of the two Nipah-infected persons in
three districts in Kerala have been identified and
are under surveillance. Of these, 228 are from
Malappuram district, where Patient Zero was
identified this time, 110 in Palakkad and 87 in Koz-
hikode. In Palakkad, one contact is being treated
in isolation, while 12 people are currently under-
going treatment in Malappuram — five of them
are in the intensive care unit. One of them tested
negative for the infection, and the results for the
others are awaited. Over 140 of those on the con-
tact list are said to be health workers. While the
health machinery in Kerala is engaged in tracing
the original source of the infection, it is also
tasked, particularly in the three districts of Ma-
lappuram, Palakkad and Kozhikode, to trace con-
tacts, isolate them to prevent further spread, con-
tain infection and treat all those who show
symptoms. India has recorded several outbreaks
of the virus since 2001, a year when 45 of the 66
people infected died in West Bengal. In 2018, it
surged in Kerala, with 17 of the 19 cases with lab-
oratory-confirmed Nipah infection dying without
responding to treatment. Kerala continues to re-
port outbreaks regularly since then.

What renders even a single case of significant
concern to get the entire health-care machinery
in a tizzy? Nipah is a transmissible viral infection
with a high mortality rate, ranging between 40%
and 75%, which implies that if the infection
spreads, then, a number of people are likely to
die. Future research might add an effective tool
to the armamentarium to effectively treat Nipah
infections without mortality, but as of now, the
course of action is vested only in prevention and
awareness generation. Nipah is transmitted by
fruit bats which are the natural reservoirs of the
virus. It is suspected that consuming contaminat-
ed fruits, bitten or licked by bats, may play a role
in spreading the virus. It is also equally important
to cast a watchful eye on climate change-related
factors, particularly anthropogenic activity that is
destroying natural habitats, and initiate a robust
One Health programme that will weigh not just
Nipah but also other pathogens that are capable
of zoonotic spillover, transitioning from animals
to humans and causing great harm.

waterborne infections, which can further hinder foetal
growth, the study suggests.

3% fAuiid, 3rafire auf, faRy U I A & SR,
TSI BN & ST HI FGIiT §, ST 3T YT Bt gieg I
THTTAd IR Tehd &, AT H Bl T B |

Flooding and displacement associated with heavy rains can
also disrupt healthcare access, leading to delayed medical
interventions and increasing the likelihood of pregnancy
complications.

O IR @ SISt a1 SR faTu +ft Tarra Qansil 9@ uga &
YT ST Thd! 8, e Rafeerata gwadu & 38 @i ¢ @ik
THigRT Haht Sfeadarsi @) GHaT §¢ Skt g

Batting for prevention

AHYH P forg uge

+With two cases of Nipah virus detected in Kerala —
including one fatality, attention is again on a preventable
infectious disease.
AR S A aFA S P g5 — R A Ts
W 8 g1 8, O Td IR R Th AT 4G ThTHd
A R o= Hied gen gl

«An adolescent girl from Malappuram died on July 1, and a
38-year-old woman from Palakkad is critically ill.

1 TS &I HAWRH & Ud [P B 11d 81 718, 3R UTaaprs
I 38 qufg Afgen TR © U J FAR B

*425 people in contact lists from three districts are under
surveillance — 228 in Malappuram, 110 in Palakkad, and 87 in
Kozhikode.

A7 Roret & Tudhs Tt A amu 425 @ PR B § — waaRe
H 228, UTATHTS | 110, 3R HIfHIS A 871

«In Palakkad, one contact is being treated in isolation; 12
people are undergoing treatment in Malappuram, 5 of them in
ICU.

UTaFnTS H T Afa & TSN § T 741 §; HegRd o
12 @1 SUERTRA €, SFE ¥ 51CU B E|

+«One tested negative, while results for others are awaited.

gﬁﬁqﬁéw%%mﬁswaﬁﬁﬁémw
|

«Over 140 health workers are part of the contact list.

140 9 3 WrRAFHHl 34 JuP J= F MHE |

o Kerala’s health system is tracking the infection source, tracing contacts,
isolating cases, and treating symptomatic individuals in the three districts.

P DT WY o7 39 i o1l & UhHYT & HId Bt Uga, GUDT

F T UdT T,

TS, 3R &7 i@ arelf & Iu=R & &1 g3n 5|
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e Since 2001, India has seen several Nipah outbreaks — including one in West
Bengal, where 45 out of 66 infected died.

Ezsggﬁ Y YR 7 B T8 Uiy 3@ § — o8 ufdw s & 66 A A 45 Al ot Aid
|

e In 2018, Kerala saw 17 deaths out of 19 cases of confirmed Nipah infections.
2018 T v | futg & 19 HIHEl O I 17 AR &t g g8 A

o Kerala has been reporting outbreaks regularly since then.
TP 915 ¥ I A fure yety Frafie w0 3 wrmm ema @ 7

e« Even a single case causes a major public health alert due to high mortality rate
of 40%—75%.
DI TH HIHET it 40%-75% BT 3o Y &% & HRUI g81 AASI -1 WA 11t
& a1 ]

e Currently, there is no effective treatment for Nipah; only prevention and
awareness can help.
fireieTel FIUTE 1 BIg THTH SUAR 751 §; Had ABYURT 3R FANREHT o GgID
B e gl

¢ Nipah is transmitted by fruit bats, which are the natural reservoirs of the virus.
fAUTE IRRY &1 TR Wl & TGS & T1ed § 8dT 8, S 39b UTpfad a18® ¢ |

e« Contaminated fruits, bitten or licked by bats, may be a source of transmission.
TMES! GRT e IT HIe T gid Bel IR HhHUT BT |id &1 9hd g |

o Climate change and anthropogenic activity destroying natural habitats are
increasing the risk of such zoonotic outbreaks.
vy Tfafafmat S uipfae Sari ®1 78 FR 61 5, W
SHIe® U Ul HT SifaH T 8! B

e Arobust One Health programme is needed to address not just Nipah but all
zoonotic pathogens.
Ryt fure & 78T, sfew Wft FAfe® AveHs! I Auen & fow te welgd a1 g
PRIPHH TS ¢

Page63

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

are reshaping India’s coastline resulting in

an environmental phenomenon and also
profound social and economic rupture. Across
the eastern and western seaboards, communities
that are historically dependent on agriculture,
fishing, and coastal ecosystems are being
displaced by rising seas, saltwater intrusion, and
the cumulative effects of unregulated
development. This has triggered migration,
pushing displaced populations into precarious
urban labour markets without legal protection or
adequate state support.

In Odisha, once thriving coastal settlements
such as Satabhaya have been swallowed by the
sea, forcing villagers to relocate to government
resettlement colonies that often fail to provide
sustainable livelihoods. In Karnataka’s Honnavar
taluk, traditional fishing communities face
dispossession as ports, tourism projects, and
mangrove destruction accelerate coastal
degradation. Similar patterns are unfolding in
Tamil Nadu’s Nagapattinam, Gujarat’s Kutch
region, and the flood-prone lowlands of Kerala.

T he intensifying impacts of climate change

Projects and environmental degradation
Industrial and infrastructural expansion along
coastal zones — from port development under the
Sagarmala programme to energy projects and
commercial aquaculture — have compounded
ecological degradation. Mangrove forests, sand
dunes and wetlands that historically buffered
coastal communities have been systematically
cleared.

Environmental clearances for many projects
have overlooked cumulative climate risks, leading
to a development model that intensifies
ecological and social vulnerabilities. The
displaced populations are increasingly getting
absorbed into the informal economy as
construction workers, brick kiln labourers and
domestic workers in urban centres such as
Bhubaneswar, Chennai, Hyderabad and Mumbai.

These migration patterns often result in
systemic labour exploitation, which include debt
bondage (displaced families take wage advances
to survive, tying them into exploitative labour
conditions); lack of legal protections (informal

Bhoomika
Choudhu

is an international
lawyer and researcher
specialising in
business and human
rights, corporate
accountability, and
labour rights

Climate change
is affecting
India’s coastal
communities
with a deep
social and
economic
impact

workers have little or no access to rights under
India’s labour laws, such as the Building and
Other Construction Workers” (Regulation of
Employment and Conditions of Service) Act,
1996) and gendered exploitation (displaced
women entering domestic work face heightened
risks of abuse, underpayment, and trafficking).

Legal lacunae on climate displacement

The absence of a coherent legal framework on
climate-induced migration exacerbates this crisis.
While Article 21 of the Constitution guarantees
the right to life and dignity, there is no specific
legislation that addresses the rights of those
displaced by slow-onset climate disasters.
Existing frameworks such as the Disaster
Management Act, 2005, the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986, and the Coastal Regulation
Zone (CRZ) Notifications, including the diluted
CRZ 2019, are limited either to disaster response
or environmental conservation, without
adequately factoring in the socio-economic
dimensions of displacement.

The National Action Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC) and State Action Plans recognise
vulnerability, but lack targeted strategies for the
rehabilitation of displaced populations or
integration into labour markets.

The CRZ Notification, 2019, intended to
streamline clearances and promote sustainable
coastal management, has often been critiqued for
prioritising tourism and industrial development
over the rights of coastal communities. Across
States, the dilution of zoning regulations has led
to a surge in commercial projects in fragile
coastal belts, displacing traditional fishing
communities without their informed consent —a
principle enshrined in national law and
international environmental standards. Even
India’s landmark Labour Codes are silent on
extending specific protections to climate
migrants.

Environmental justice jurisprudence from the
Supreme Court of India — in M.C. Mehta vs Union
of India (1987) and Indian Council for Enviro-Legal
Action vs Union of India (1996) — has recognised
the intrinsic link between the environment and

fundamental human rights. Yet, the translation of

these principles into robust, community-centric
legal frameworks on climate displacement
remains lacking.

The story of displacement is also the story of
resilience. Coastal communities, particularly
fisherfolk unions and indigenous groups, have
resisted ecologically destructive projects with
remarkable tenacity. The protests against the
Adani ports expansion at Ennore Creek, Tamil
Nadu, the Pattuvam Mangrove Protection
Movement in Kerala, and the Save Satabhaya
campaign in Odisha underscore how grass-roots
mobilisations have challenged mainstream
development narratives.

However, environmental defenders face
intimidation, surveillance and criminalisation
which are antithetical to India’s constitutional
commitment to protect the rights to protest and
association. New challenges also emerge as
climate change is weaponised to justify “managed
retreat” without participatory planning or
safeguards for the displaced.

Towards a rights-based framework
Recognition of climate migrants within national
migration and urban planning policies is
essential. There is a need for a rights-based
approach that guarantees decent work, housing,
education and health care. Labour codes must be
revised to explicitly extend protections to climate
migrants, especially in sectors such as
construction and domestic work where
informality is rampant. Similarly, coastal zone
management must be revisited to prioritise
ecological sustainability and community rights
over commercial interests. India’s commitment to
achieving Sustainable Development Goal Target
8.7 — eliminating forced labour and ensuring
decent work for all - is contingent upon
addressing the new vulnerabilities created by
climate displacement.

If climate change is the defining challenge of
our era, responding to climate-induced
displacement must be at the core of India’s
adaptation strategy. Protecting the rights, dignity,
and livelihoods of those most impacted is not just
an environmental necessity. It is a test of India’s
democratic and constitutional values.

Rising seas, shifting lives and a test of democratic values

ged HE, g Righral 3R dediie el @t eare

e The intensifying impacts of climate change are reshaping India’s coastline
resulting in an environmental phenomenon and also profound social and
economic rupture.

Siaarg uRad & 1R gyt YRd & T el & T4 DR ¢ ] 7, ot
vafaruig geAT 3R Ted AT 9 onfde ge-pe B R

e Across the eastern and western seaboards, communities historically dependent on
agriculture, fishing, and coastal ecosystems are being displaced by rising seas,
saltwater intrusion, and the cumulative effects of unregulated development.

gt 7 ufereft 9ot w, < g
m@:maa‘rmﬁlhﬁ 3% IS A6 | gie, TSI UL BT Waw, SR
Pifa e P BRI AR 8 ue 38 |

e This has triggered migration, pushing displaced populations into precarious urban
labour markets without legal protection or adequate state support.

URUN® U I

PN, Ao UPHSHI, 3R 9l
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T YA Y 8T, mﬁﬁwﬁa?ﬁﬁaﬁaﬂﬁfﬁﬁ?&nsﬁ?mm
HETIAT & o1 SRIRTE BT 9 TR H HTH BT US 6T 5

In Odisha, once thriving coastal settlements such as Satabhaya have been
swallowed by the sea, forcing villagers to relocate to government resettlement
colonies that often fail to provide sustainable livelihoods.

NfET & ot T ety skl S HauTaT 949g g9 T €, R aril &)
WHRY G Bral-rdl § RIFQRT 8191 TST, Sl SRR AT ATSHfA®T UgH a3
# fawd B § |
In Karnataka’s Honnavar taluk, traditional fishing communities face
dispossession as ports, tourism projects, and mangrove destruction accelerate
coastal degradation.

& FIATIR AP H URIRS AZIART TSI ! fAITIT BT JH-1 A1 08
8T § i deimg, Tded uRASHTY, 3R A9 fAAT=r ¥ adg &R I 81 %67 7
Similar patterns are unfolding in Tamil Nadu’s Nagapattinam, Gujarat’s Kutch
region, and the flood-prone lowlands of Kerala.

U e ! RUF affraITg & ARTUfE—H, ToRTd & &3 &, 3R &Yd & q1g-yaul
e & 7T B

Projects and environmental degradation

gfaSEE 3R yafarvfta eRor

Industrial and infrastructural expansion along coastal zones — from port
development under the Sagarmala programme to energy projects and
commercial aquaculture — have compounded ecological degradation.

Tt &t § SN 9 SraviRaTH® faRdaR — APRUTET AeHT & SHHfd deie
fawm, Sat ufaiermnst, SR aiftfue temear — 3 uifRfa@Tg &R 31 3R
a1 fear g1

Mangrove forests, sand dunes, and wetlands that historically buffered coastal
communities have been systematically cleared.

ANa o, ¥ A, IR msyfd, S Ui ¥ U O adta ayerl 31 gRam
ff, 3% orafRr +u @ ger fear mar 2|

Environmental clearances for many projects have overlooked cumulative climate
risks, leading to a development model that intensifies ecological and social
vulnerabilities.

Fs uRarerTst & fore wafarvity srgafaal A oo feme Saarg S @
3ear foran 8, 9 faer disd yatavuity @ JrTfore SHsal &) 9erar 3a1 2|

The displaced populations are increasingly getting absorbed into the informal
economy as construction workers, brick kiln labourers, and domestic workers
in urban centres such as Bhubaneswar, Chennai, Hyderabad, and Mumbai.

frefird @i YaeR, IS, FeTae, iR Hag S wres) Fal A fmfor §c
msﬁ?ui%agmw$wﬁsﬁﬁw§s{dmmﬁw@%lw e

These migration patterns often result in systemic labour exploitation, which
include debt bondage (displaced families take wage advances to survive, tying
them into exploitative labour conditions); lack of legal protections (informal workers
have little or no access to rights under India’s labour laws); and gendered
exploitation (displaced women entering domestic work face heightened risks of
abuse, underpayment and trafficking).

3 yaTe wgRaT SR R e 97 <o B o 31 ¥, R B Serew,
BT GR&MT BT 3UTE, 3R o7 e =iwor nfya )
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Legal lacunae on climate displacement

Searg faRITIT UR ST I

Environmental justice jurisprudence

The absence of a coherent legal framework on climate-induced migration
exacerbates this crisis.
xgﬂﬁawwmnﬂmaﬁaﬁ&m@ﬁww&reﬁim

I
While Article 21 of the Constitution guarantees the right to life and dignity, there is
no specific legislation that addresses the rights of those displaced by slow-onset
climate disasters.

Y BT 3T 21 St 3R TR & ARPR FT TR a1 8, Afh iR wearg
3muersit ¥ fawfid @ & SfeR] &) WS B aren S faR" S T8 8
Existing frameworks such as the Disaster Management Act, 2005, the
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, and the Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ)
Notifications, including the diluted CRZ 2019, are limited either to disaster
response or environmental conservation, without adequately factoring in the
socio-economic dimensions of displacement.

3MueT yaA SrfufaraH, 2005, watawor (FReron) sifafaaw, 1986, 3R adtg faf gy
&7 (CRZ) RREETE, f/aH CRZ 2019 *t 2N 8, Had 3muer wfafssar a1 wafazor
TREIUT O I g, 3R farima=T & ararfores-enfde ugget & v u 9 75
T |

The National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) and State Action Plans
recognise vulnerability, but lack targeted strategies for the rehabilitation of
displaced populations or their integration into labour markets.

Srerarg URad IR IR SR AT (NAPCC) 3R 3T ST AS1E SN Pl
HIGAI Gl 8, Wifcb faeuTe STaTdY & Yate a1 94 916k # YRS o o afara
uriferat gt ¥ |

The CRZ Notification, 2019, intended to streamline clearances and promote
sustainable coastal management, has often been critiqued for prioritising
tourism and industrial development over the rights of coastal communities.

CRZ 3IRIGET, 2019, 1 32T SrFHTGAT ) JHATRIT HIAT 3R RIT 9t
WS &1 9¢Ia1 ol YT, Al 3 SRR ded Y™ & ARIBRI & Foirg uded
3R 3NeNfire faswr &) urufirear 37 & fow saemT e 71

Across States, the dilution of zoning regulations has led to a surge in
commercial projects in fragile coastal belts, displacing traditional fishing
communities without their informed consent — a principle enshrined in national
law and international environmental standards.

ot & SfET frad | i & $RU FHeIR adig &t U arforifeus ufkdisreh a5t

e 3 TS ¢, o URuR® WFSRT Wqer &1 3% Jfua Jgufa & fo=r fawnfia

?mw%—ﬁﬁﬁ?mwﬁvam@umﬂuumﬁﬁﬁ%awﬁ@ﬁ
|

Even India’s landmark Labour Codes are silent on extending specific
protections to climate migrants.

Tgl d% o HIRa ot Sfagiye s iRkart «f Saarg yarfma & Al JRem ueH
PRA R AT G

~gIaATAd
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Supreme Court of India — in M.C. Mehta vs Union of India (1987) and Indian
Council for Enviro-Legal Action vs Union of India (1996) — has recognised the
intrinsic link between the environment and fundamental human rights.

YR & Jaisd YT 7 — TH.A. AgdT §9TH HIRd Y (1987) 3R sfeu
PSR BIR TIATRI-STE TR S99 HRd HY (1996) H — UgiaRur 3T Mifers
AR & S siafifed dae & aruar <t 31

Yet, the translation of these principles into robust, community-centric legal
frameworks on climate displacement remains lacking.

i +fY, 377 Rygidl &1 STerary fIRITI W Aeiqd, THe-Sfad ST o o
Wen-ﬁﬂhq'agan%l

Resilience and resistance

gy 3R ufeiy

The story of displacement is also the story of resilience.
=TT @Y wer Tud oik JemeuA @ off HEr g
Coastal communities, particularly fisherfolk unions and indigenous groups, have
resisted ecologically destructive projects with remarkable tenacity.
T TG, [ARIVHR AFSART |l &?]R STfearit JEl 7 yatavor faAmRrert
uﬂuﬁmmaﬁwaauam@rﬁﬁﬂ%m%
The protests against the Adani ports expansion at Ennore Creek, Tamil Nadu, the
Pattuvam Mangrove Protection Movement in Kerala, and the Save Satabhaya
campaign in Odisha underscore how grass-roots mobilisations have challenged
mainstream development narratives.

& TAR ®ie | el §euTe IR, $a | cgad AU el
3ige, 3R SNfEem & g waum i e § i i sHsride 3 i
TRE GOIYRT FApRT Ft yRomait & gt &t 21
However, environmental defenders face intimidation, surveillance, and
criminalisation, which are antithetical to India’s constitutional commitment to
protect the rights to protest and association.

BIdiToh, UATARUI I&F B YA, FIRT, TR TURTRIGROT BT AHT B TSl &,
o URA F GRS SRPRT — Rty Y 9 991 & AReR — ¥ Rty
gl

New challenges also emerge as climate change is weaponised to justify
“managed retreat” without participatory planning or safeguards for the
displaced.

SIerarg aRad= &1 Iuan "fraiford dis g & 98l g3 & ol U sRAR &
W%@mww%ﬁmﬁ@mﬂaﬁqﬁﬁw@vﬁn@ﬁ%mﬁv&nmm
31T B

Towards a rights-based framework

JfrpR-muTia g Y iR

Recognition of climate migrants within national migration and urban planning
policies is essential.

STeraTyg VATl 1 PR YA 3R et Frater fifeal § ugar ¢ siawds 3
There is a need for a rights-based approach that guarantees decent work,
housing, education, and health care.

TSP SR, Tard, A& 3R TRy AT &1 TRE S a1 firer-3menid
Eﬁﬁwaﬁ&namwél
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e Labour codes must be revised to explicitly extend protections to climate
migrants, especially in sectors such as construction and domestic work where
informality is rampant.

v wfgarell # Jee S STearg varRidl & I YR&M D1 W T I F6/1 ol
TRy, fadiy =0 3 fAmfor 3fik g & S &3 & w5l sreru=iedr s |

« Similarly, coastal zone management must be revisited to prioritise ecological
sustainability and community rights over commercial interests.

S UHR, AE1T &7 YaUH B UH: JHIET o Aaaie fedl of gorg uikfRufasta
T 3R IeIR® SifesRT &I uufiewmdr ¢t arfgul

¢ India’s commitment to achieving Sustainable Development Goal Target 8.7 —
eliminating forced labour and ensuring decent work for all — is contingent upon
addressing the new vulnerabilities created by climate displacement.

YRA P Uddsdl — Fad [AHTH AT 8.7 B! U DHRA D, Sl g1 4T BT JHI
F 3R Tt & e g wrd YR F I I8t § — Taaryg i ¥
IUF 5 HHSINAI B! Hald He W R et 31

o |If climate change is the defining challenge of our era, responding to climate-
induced displacement must be at the core of India’s adaptation strategy.

e Saarg ufiad= gaR g7 &) 9ad gef gHd! 8, df Taarg-uikd fawima= &1
U HRT B 3P A UHIA & Fg H g1 afeul

o Protecting the rights, dignity, and livelihoods of those most impacted is not just an

environmental necessity.

S AT T 3B YHIAT &, I SATUBRY, TRAT 3R SMTSifaesT ot 3871 BT Had
U UgiaRoig STasgendr el o

o ltis a test of India’s democratic and constitutional values.

I8 YRA & Aiepdie 3R JauTe qeul & I 8|
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