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1. Explosion at Fireworks Unit Kills 8 Workers in Tamil
Nadu
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2. Telangana Blast Toll Rises to 36, Six Workers Missing

el fAFHIE & FaH! H TEAT 36 §8, BF AsGY ATddl
3. Over 97,000 Convicted under ‘Operation Conviction’
since July 2023: U.P. Government

TS 2023 ¥ AT Ffeaae & dgd 97,000 ¥ 3OF

Sl 3T 1T 3T YU TIHR

4. Railways launches RailOne app to ease ticket booking,
travel services

Yerd & feave gfdFer 3t amm Qansit # A a9 & o

RailOne 9 o< fraT

5. Being targeted for speaking about Gaza at Glastonbury:
Bob Vylan

Tl ESTadl & ATSAT 9T dlelet & HROT AT TATT ST HT
IR 1 qrIeAT

6. Algerian court upholds writer Sansal’s five-year prison
sentence

Hoo IRATE IeTad & d@FH dTer HY 9= Tl FY FIT HY

I IdT

7. Ukraine drone attack kills three, wounds 35 in Russia’s
Izhevsk

Tehel & 31T §HA A TH & SoicEad A diel 1 Ald, 35 g1

8. Court suspends Thailand PM to investigate leaked
phone call with Cambodian leader

qTéels Fr diud F FEIF3AE AdT T i Fiel T ST & faw
frerfaa forar aran
9. Pragg: This is one of the best phases of my career

goa: Tg M FRWF g dgadT ek dqdow ¢
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10. Nitu, Lovlina, Saweety shine on final day of Elite
boxing

oA, darelter, Widar o velle aifarwer & ifas R aos Rad
11. Dhinidhi Desinghu

Rt 3ty
12. A look at India’s sports policy journey

HR %1 Gl AT AT FT TF gochIoT
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Explosion at fireworks unit
kills 8 workers in Tamil Nadu

The Hindu Bureau
SATTUR

Eight workers were killed
and five injured in an ex-
plosion at a fireworks ma-
nufacturing unit at Chinna-
kamanpatti, near Sattur, in
Virudhunagar district of
Tamil Nadu on Tuesday.

According to the police,
the explosion took place at
Gokules Fireworks, located
on Sivakasi-Sattur road,
around 8.30 a.m. Friction
during the process of filling
chemicals used to make ae-
rial fireworks may have
caused the explosion, as
per initial reports.

More than 50 workers
were present at the unit at
the time of the explosion.
Seven working sheds were
completely destroyed.

The injured have been
admitted to the Govern-
ment Hospital in Sivakasi.
Two of them are said to be
in a critical condition.

Firefighters from the Si-
vakasi Fire and Rescue Sta-
tion, led by station officer
T. Srinivasan, rushed to the

Debris strewn around after the blast at the Gokules fireworks unit
near Sattur in Tamil Nadu on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

spot and brought the fire
under control. They reco-
vered seven bodies from
the rubble.

The deceased have been
identified as R. Mahalin-
gam, 55, of Meenampatti;
G. Vairamani, 34, of Soo-
lakkarai; K. Lakshmi, 25, of
Mathiyasenai; M. Nagapan-
di, 38, K. Ramajeyam, 27,
and R. Punniyamoorthi of
Servaikaranpatti; and C.
Chellaiyapandian of Anup-
pankulam.

R. Ramamoorthi, 38, of
0. Kovilpatti, who sus-

tained 100% burns, died in
hospital. Two of the bodies
were completely charred,
officials said.

Virudhunagar District
Collector N.O. Sukhaputra
inspected the scene of the
explosion.

The Sattur Town police
have registered a case.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter M.K. Stalin condoled
the accident and an-
nounced a solatium of ¥4
lakh to the families of the
deceased workers from the
CM’s Public Relief Fund.

faemie # 3ms Asqyl it Al 8 1§ 3R i g 8 v

Explosion at
Fireworks Unit
Kills 8
Workers in
Tamil Nadu

Eight workers were
killed and five
injured in an
explosion at a
fireworks
manufacturing unit
at
Chinnakamanpatti,
near Sattur, in
Virudhunagar
district of Tamil
Nadu on Tuesday.

dfAearg & s
oo & aeT &
Reemeaaed &
Pua vs gerar
AArsFE A
HIAR $1 §T

e According to the police, the explosion took place at Gokules Fireworks, located on
Sivakasi-Sattur road, around 8.30 a.m.

gfer & 378, faTrhic gag 8:30 Tt & U fAarwr-aey U3 W Evd MFaw
PG # g3
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o Friction during the process of filling chemicals used to make aerial fireworks may
have caused the explosion, as per initial reports.

TRAF Ralet & 37aR, gaT$ ger@l 7 3UANeT gleT aTel THTIT PY $T& 1 FishaT & GRIeT
TYOT & HROT FATHIT G317 &1 Fhell ¢

o More than 50 workers were present at the unit at the time of the explosion.
TaEhIc & HHAT 3h1S 7 50 ¥ If0F FAorqy AlSlg I

o Seven working sheds were completely destroyed.
AT F1F A3 I e § 75 g1 7T

e The injured have been admitted to the Government Hospital in Sivakasi.
°rIalt T fAaTRTEY & ISR IAEqare H T HAT AT 7 |

e Two of them are said to be in a critical condition.

378 T & Y gTerd R §a1S ST W B

o Firefighters from the Sivakasi Fire and Rescue Station, led by station officer T.
Srinivasan, rushed to the spot and brought the fire under control.

et srfeererstet 3R qume g @ T AHRFER . Ahfearas & Aqea 7 gwe HaAt
FHidh IR TE 3R HTT W FHIg, T4

e They recovered seven bodies from the rubble.

3ogiel AAS O HId AT SHG ThU |

o The deceased have been identified as R. Mahalingam (55) of Meenampatti; G.
Vairamani (34) of Soolakkarai; K. Lakshmi (25) of Mathiyasenai; M. Nagapandi (38),
K. Ramajeyam (27), and R. Punniyamoorthi of Servaikaranpatti; and C.
Chellaiyapandian of Anuppankulam.

HAI T IgaTeT HAAICE & HR. AGIAIA (55), FAFHIS & Y. Rr#ATOr (34),
ARAARAAS 1 &. daH (25), TA. ARMIE (38), F. TAANA (27) 3R ATdFHIAICE & AR,
qﬁmﬁ,ﬂw%ﬁ.ﬁwﬁm%wﬁg@%l

9 N

¢ R. Ramamoorthi (38) of O. Kovilpatti, who sustained 100% burns, died in hospital.
3. A & IR, AT (38), Tt 100% STeret §S 2, ¥ Irevare # 7 &1 73|

o« Two of the bodies were completely charred, officials said.

HTRRIRAT & AR, & ra i TE @ ST @ g1 I |
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Virudhunagar District Collector N.O. Sukhaputra inspected the scene of the

explosion.

ATy forer e v, 3. gEya o fAvwie vy o fadeor

The Sattur Town police have registered a case.

T T3 YW o AT gof T &

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin condoled the accident and announced a
solatium of ¥4 lakh to the families of the deceased workers from the CM’s Public

Relief Fund.

ARy & FEIHA TH. F. T o gHeaT uv M e fohar 3R FEIAA T T
FIY A F{d ASGY F IRAAT Y T4 AT Y FETIAT TR ot T Lo |

Telangana blast toll rises
to 36, six workers missing

19 more bodies retrieved during search operations overnight after the explosion at the pharma

unit; 14 bodies identified; CM announces 1 crore compensation to families of workers who died

e
The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

he death toll from
I the explosion at a
pharmaceutical

unit at Pashamylaram near
Hyderabad rose to 36 on
Tuesday, as search and res-
cue efforts were under way
to trace six missing work-
ers who are suspected to
have been at the site dur-
ing the blast on Monday.

“As per factory records,
six workers are still mis-
sing. We are continuing ef-
forts to trace them,” said Y.
Nagi Reddy, Director-Gen-
eral of Telangana State Dis-
aster Response and Fire
Services, adding that
search operations have
been going on without a
pause despite adverse
weather conditions and
heavy rain.

Officials confirmed that

Iy > & “ " <
= I e & | R
N o W SR
Family members of the victims of the explosion at the government
hospital at Patancheru in Sangareddy on Tuesday. MOHD ARIF

143 individuals were at the
facility of the Sigachi In-
dustries at the time of the
explosion, of whom 74
were affected.

“During the overnight
search operation, a total of
19 bodies were retrieved
from the debris. Search op-

erations are still under way
both at the site and in near-
by areas for individuals
who remain missing,” said
Swamy Goud, a police offi-
cial, adding that no bodies
were retrieved from the
site during the day.

Of the 36 dead, bodies

of 14 have been identified,
a doctor among the team
of 20 deployed to carry out
autopsies said.

“We have completed
post-mortem on all 36 bo-
dies. It was extremely diffi-
cult for us because many of
the bodies were charred...
we have collected DNA
samples,” the doctor said.

Telangana Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy, who
visited the site of the acci-
dent and interacted with
families of victims on Tues-
day, instructed officials to
provide compensation of
%1 crore to families of the
workers who died in the
explosion and %10 lakh to
those who sustained
injuries.

EDITORIAL

» PAGE 8

RELATED REPORT ON
» PAGE 3

Telangana Blast
Toll Rises to 36,
Six Workers
Missing

e faTwie &
HThl Y HEAT 36
g%, OF AAY
CIEGI

19 more bodies
retrieved during
search operations
overnight after the
explosion at the
pharma unit; 14 bodies
identified; CM
announces %1 crore
compensation to
families of workers
who died

BTAT 3H1E A RERE &
1€ T HT T aemeft
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AT /A 19 31X 2T e fvw a1 14 alﬁﬁqﬁmgé; HEIHA & 7T AT &
TRt Y T1 F3 FATTAT & AT WO FY|

The death toll from the explosion at a pharmaceutical unit at Pashamylaram, near
Hyderabad, rose to 36 on Tuesday, as search and rescue efforts were under way to
trace six missing workers who are suspected to have been at the site during the blast
on Monday.

SIS 3 T TRIATSERHA [T AT $hT$ 31 5T RAEwIc 3 FIrerar 1 Fae 1 H&ar 36
81 978, i VTR Y RaFwIe & T I AlSG © B aTdar Augy ST qerer 7 @i ik
TG FA TR B

“As per factory records, six workers are still missing. We are continuing efforts to
trace them,” said Y. Nagi Reddy, Director-General of Telangana State Disaster
Response and Fire Services, adding that search operations have been going on
without a pause despite adverse weather conditions and heavy rain.

ST T 3T9ET GfAfRaT va rPeA dar & Agiiagers ars. Al g8 o &g, “Sady
R#1S & ITER, 58 AAGY 7 ot AT §| §H 37 WieTel ol TIH INAR A I8 8,” 3ogied
et for @ wtee 3R oy aTRer & srasqe derelt 3Tt e & I g

Officials confirmed that 143 individuals were at the facility of the Sigachi Industries at
the time of the explosion, of whom 74 were affected.

HTRRIRET o Giee 1 o faewie & Foa Rt gsvder 1 gars & 143 ar #Algg 9,
ﬁaﬁrﬁmwﬁag@l

“During the overnight search operation, a total of 19 bodies were retrieved from the
debris. Search operations are still under way both at the site and in nearby areas for

individuals who remain missing,” said Swamy Goud, a police official, adding that no
bodies were retrieved from the site during the day.

gfere srftrsrl Farelt aits & e, T 7 T el AT & SRIeT FeS F FHol 19
TUATE THT ITT| S veT 3788 oY STIaT &, 3eThT Temer geArREYe 3 39w & A F Sy

g, 3oaiel AT foh feeT A 1S oft /19 SRTAC 76T G|
Of the 36 dead, bodies of 14 have been identified, a doctor among the team of 20
deployed to carry out autopsies said.

36 FASI H W 14 AT Y GgATT g1 Yol §, T STAhNT 20 FEGEAT TRCATEH OF & T
SiFeT A &1
“We have completed post-mortem on all 36 bodies. It was extremely difficult for us

because many of the bodies were charred... we have collected DNA samples,” the
doctor said.

SleFe o ST, “GHel 36 AT T GREATCH T Y foraT §1 TE AR ToIv g Hiser ar
Fifeh &g AT P §U ... A STaTT Aael UHT fHU &1

Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy, who visited the site of the accident and
interacted with families of victims on Tuesday, instructed officials to provide
compensation of ¥1 crore to families of the workers who died in the explosion and
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%10 lakh to those who sustained injuries.
QAT F HEIHA T. T 359, [T 1o HANaR T geaArede HT SR fohar 3R dfifsdi &
aRetel @ ST T, Segiel RASFTRAT B {T FIG & TR Y ¥1 FU3 3N °rgat Ht
%10 aTE Y AT TRA A A7 fAer o

Over 97,000 convicted under
‘Operation Conviction’ since
July 2023: U.P. government

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Tuesday said
97,158 criminals had been
convicted in the State un-
der ‘Operation Conviction’
since July 2023. The de-
tailed data showed the
commitment to delivering
swift and decisive justice,
particularly in cases involv-
ing serious crimes, the
State government said.
“Launched on July 1,
2023, Operation Convic-
tion has proven to be a
game-changer, leading to
the conviction of 97,158 cri-
minals between July 2023
and mid-June 2025. Out of
1,14,029 identified cases,
74,388 cases were dis-
posed of and convictions
were secured in 69,422 cas-

Operation Conviction
has proven to be a
game-changer, the
Uttar Pradesh
government said

es, underscoring the admi-
nistration’s commitment
to turning action into re-
sults. Under the campaign,
68 criminals were sen-
tenced to death, 8,172 re-
ceived life imprisonment,
1,453 were sentenced to ov-
er 20 years [in prison], and
87,465 were given up to 20
years imprisonment,” a
statement by the State go-
vernment read.

‘Operation Conviction’
focused on organised
crime, with 395 accused
belonging to dreaded
gangs convicted in 272 cas-

es involving the top 10 no-
torious criminals, the
statement said. “In a major
success against the mafia,
29 out of 69 identified ma-
fias were convicted, reaf-
firming that the crackdown
is not limited to petty of-
fenders,” it said.

In cases of crimes
against children, under the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 17 accused
were sentenced to death,
and 619 received life impri-
sonment. “Of the 68 total
death penalties, 17 were
under POCSO, 48 for hei-
nous crimes, and 3 under
the ACL Act,” it said.

“On average, 143 identi-
fied cases were resolved,
and 187 criminals convict-
ed each working day,” the
statement said.

Over 97,000
Convicted under
‘Operation
Conviction’
since July 2023:
U.P.
Government

TS 2023 &
‘ITIRAT
FicaaerT & degd
97,000 & 3rf&rs
g} SgIIT IT:
3R 9SU WHR

The Uttar Pradesh
government on
Tuesday said 97,158
criminals had been
convicted in the State
under ‘Operation
Conviction’ since July
2023.

HITAAR F 3R T
HIFR = HgT & Jel1g

2023 @ T dF ‘WA Fiedaerd’ & ded 97,158 AAATarAT F 2y Sgr=m = B
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e The detailed data showed the commitment to delivering swift and decisive justice,
particularly in cases involving serious crimes, the State government said.

TaE 31erst & TS BIdT & o TR T3 3rawmet @ Heiferd Arel 7 a3k o
AT YT &el & Tolv ufdeey gl

e “Launched on July 1, 2023, Operation Conviction has proven to be a game-changer,
leading to the conviction of 97,158 criminals between July 2023 and mid-June 2025.

“1 S[ATE 2023 FT Y G AT FHfeaarra v AR-For A §37 &, T s 2023
¥ ST 2025 & AL ek 97,158 IHOATAAT T el SgIrAT a1 |

o Outof 1,14,029 identified cases, 74,388 cases were disposed of, and convictions
were secured in 69,422 cases, underscoring the administration’s commitment to turning
action into results.

1,14,029 YgdT T ATHAT H 4§ 74,388 mwﬁmgwaﬂt 69,422 ATHAT 7 W
faefer g3, St werraer  Friaré H1 IROMH F qeew A giaseErdar H Mdr gl

e Under the campaign, 68 criminals were sentenced to death, 8,172 received life
imprisonment, 1,453 were sentenced to over 20 years, and 87,465 were given up to
20 years imprisonment.

58 ATAATT o g, 68 IJYUTAAT 1 FcYes, 8,172 T ATofiaet FRIEATH, 1,453 1 20 T§ {
3rftre Y W, 3R 87,465 Y 20 ¥ % Y FAT &Y S|

e ‘Operation Conviction’ focused on organised crime, with 395 accused belonging to
dreaded gangs convicted in 272 cases involving the top 10 notorious criminals, the
statement said.

TR Ffeaaerey ¥ Gfda raRret ¥ eareT i v, fFFae staer el & 395
IR 2t 10 FEaT AT A 3 272 AHT A grdt SgIC T

e “In a major success against the mafia, 29 out of 69 identified mafias were convicted,
reaffirming that the crackdown is not limited to petty offenders,” it said.

ST H gl 31T, “ATRBAT & [T IS ThelaT H YgdTet T 69 #F F 29 ATRAAT3IT 1 et
ST 31T, Ig 20T & fF FRAS Fhad B¢ 3t o HfRa a8 &1

e In cases of crimes against children, under the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, 17 accused were sentenced to death, and 619 received life
imprisonment.
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FRIATH T Hll GoATS TS|

o “Of the 68 total death penalties, 17 were under POCSO, 48 for heinous crimes, and 3

under the ACL Act,” it said.

fafags & aga e o)

aTeT 3T & AT 3, GTET FT & ded 17 AR # Feges 31X 619 F srshae

ST H HeT I, “F 68 FcgGst H T 17 drerar, 48 Tae o, 31K 3 wafiwer

e “On average, 143 identified cases were resolved, and 187 criminals convicted each
working day,” the statement said.

Railways launches RailOne app to
ease ticket booking, travel services

fussecscsnnccanssssasnnnas .
'

_ The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Tuesday launched a new
app, RailOne, in New
Delhi.

The app has been con-
ceived by the Railways’ pu-
blic sector undertaking
(PSU), the Centre for Rail-
way Information Systems
(CRIS). RailOne is focused
on improving the passen-
ger interface with the Rail-
ways, officials said.

“It is a comprehensive,
all-in-one application with
a user-friendly interface.
The app is available for
download on Android Play
Store and iOS App Store,” a
Railways  spokesperson
said.

The RailOne app inte-
grates all passenger servic-
es, including a 3% discount
on unreserved tickets and
platform tickets, live train

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw during the launch of the RailOne
app at the India Habitat Centre in New Delhi on Tuesday. P8

tracking, grievance redres-
sal, e-catering, porter
booking, and last-mile taxi
services.

“Reserved tickets will
continue to be offered on
IRCTC (the Indian Railway
Catering and Tourism Cor-
poration, the PSU provid-
ing ticketing, catering, and

tourism services for the
Railways). The RailOne
app has also been author-
ised by the IRCTC, just like
many other commercial
apps that have partnered
with the IRCTC,” the spo-
kesperson added.

The RailOne app fea-
tures a single sign-on with

login via mPIN or biomet-
rics. The app also supports
existing RailConnect and
UTS credentials. UTS is the
Indian Railways’ mobile
ticketing application,
which allows daily train
travellers to book unre-
served tickets.

RailOne saves space on
devices as there is no need
to install multiple apps, of-
ficials said.

Urging CRIS to focus on
further strengthening the
digital core of the Indian
Railways, Mr. Vaishnaw al-
so commended the CRIS
team for the progress
made on upgrading the ex-
isting passenger reserva-
tion system (PRS).

“The modern PRS will
be agile, multilingual, and
scalable to handle 10 times
the current load. It will be
capable of 1.5 lakh ticket
bookings and 40 lakh en-
quiries per minute,” the
spokesperson said.

o FITTAR 1 7 fEeell #H U 7471 T RailOne aiea R
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TATT H FHgT I-T, “TcAeh FI faH® W 31907 143 I T AT T fgery fohar ar=ar
31} 187 3rquferat o &Y sgaT =)

Railways launches
RailOne app to
ease ticket
booking, travel
services

m#ﬁwgm
3 ITET 9Tt FY
T 1 & AT

RailOne T die
T

Union Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Tuesday launched a new
app, RailOne, in New
Delhi.

FOT Yo 70 3R dvvrg
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e The app has been conceived by the Railways’ public sector undertaking (PSU), the
Centre for Railway Information Systems (CRIS).

g U9 Yoid & HrasA A 839 39 (PSU) CRIS (Centre for Railway Information
Systems) GaRT A ad T I g1

+ RailOne is focused on improving the passenger interface with the Railways, officials
said.

RailOne &T 3623 YTd & ATY AIFAAT & FeTHH I SgdR Joilell ¢, JTURIRAT o Tl

o ‘“ltis a comprehensive, all-in-one application with a user-friendly interface.

“Ig Ueh SUTI, HTeT-Fo1-ao1 TICAh2reT ¢ Fords Fo-hsell SeIHA ¢ |

e The app is available for download on Android Play Store and iOS App Store,” a
Railways spokesperson said.

IeTd TgeFdT o 91T foh g ¥ Android Play Store 31T iOS App Store T 33418 &
forT 3ucrsyr g

o The RailOne app integrates all passenger services, including a 3% discount on
unreserved tickets and platform tickets, live train tracking, grievance redressal, e-
catering, porter booking, and last-mile taxi services.

RailOne Y7 gaf It Aa13it bt Tehlghet el &, ToieTe sreIrfarer feanet 3R carewhr fewet
W 3% T, ATBT o efhar, Rrwraa fvaror, §-Fefar, Fel gitr, 3R e wrger Sl
ar A g

o “Reserved tickets will continue to be offered on IRCTC (the Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation, the PSU providing ticketing, catering, and tourism services
for the Railways).

‘IR feshe 319 Y IRCTC (AR Yod WITA 3R gded faere, 3 Yo & forw
Rafear, FeRar, 3R wiea AaTT vereT FHIAT §) I8 3Tarsy &

e The RailOne app has also been authorised by the IRCTC, just like many other
commercial apps that have partnered with IRCTC,” the spokesperson added.

JaedT & FATAT 7 RailOne ¥9 &I IRCTC @R 3efatfea famam arm §, S &8 3
SATEATIAS oH 1 3efHce [Hel &
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The RailOne app features a single sign-on with login via mPIN or biometrics.

RailOne ¥9 i mPIN a1 aratAfeaw & Aregw O fRisrer wrger-3itar & giaer 3|

The app also supports existing RailConnect and UTS credentials.

U9 Hi[eT RailConnect 31 UTS #3Rrew &1 8ff HOIE X &1

UTS is the Indian Railways’ mobile ticketing application, which allows daily train
travellers to book unreserved tickets.

UTS R T1a T AaTSe fehfeer ¥ &, S QST AT ey arel AT o1 R e
T Y T glawT &ar gl

RailOne saves space on devices as there is no need to install multiple apps, officials
said.

RN o FrT & RailOne v 8 ¥7 7 qaft GRawme ¢t & HRoT fFasw it &R
FATAT & 3] 3TA-37eT9T VTH STCTo it hl ST Al ¢ |

Urging CRIS to focus on further strengthening the digital core of the Indian Railways,
Mr. Vaishnaw also commended the CRIS team for the progress made on upgrading the
existing passenger reservation system (PRS).

CRIS & $TRCAT Yerd & f3fores FI 1 3R AT HTeT T HTIIg A gU AT d01T o Hisfer
RIS Rereferet et (PRS) 1 37308 a1 A g% Torial o forw &t oy areetr 1

“The modern PRS will be agile, multilingual, and scalable to handle 10 times the
current load.

“3myfaish PRS mw,@mmmmmﬁa@mmo AT HTAF
THTST Fehall|

It will be capable of 1.5 lakh ticket bookings and 40 lakh enquiries per minute,” the
spokesperson said.

e & FATAT 3 Tg GoTTelt ufey fAste 1.5 e e gf¥ar 31 40 o1 qoars GHres &
qeTH gl
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LONDON

Being targeted for speaking about
Gaza at Glastonbury Bob Vylan

Locozate > Wuu; 700 are e —

REUTERS

Rap-punk duo Bob Vylan rejected claims of anti-semitism over
onstage comments at the Glastonbury Festival that triggered a
police investigation and sparked criticism from politicians, the BBC
and festival organisers. The band said in a statement that it was
being “targeted for speaking up” about the war in Gaza. Ap

TSI Y el Y §S|

Being targeted for
speaking about Gaza at
Glastonbury: Bob Vylan

T Feaa ) H ST 9T
aTeTel & HROT [AATAT TATT
ST T IR dTd Ielel

Rap-punk duo Bob Vylan
rejected claims of anti-semitism
over onstage comments at the
Glastonbury Festival that
triggered a police investigation
and sparked criticism from
politicians, the BBC, and festival
organisers.

Y99 A a1 I=IAT A
Tolresall $iead # AT W fGw
T AT Y AFT U Fgal e
IRGT H GRS fmaT, e FRoT

e The band said in a statement that it was being “targeted for speaking up” about the

war in Gaza.

o3 o Uk 9T 3 g o 3o AT H I R aelel & [T "fAmar aermar S w1 8|
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ALGIERS

Algerian court upholds writer
Sansal’s five-year prison sentence

e - AFP

An Algerian court upheld a five-year jail term against dual-national
author Boualem Sansal, whose case has strained ties with France.
Sansal, 80, was first sentenced to five years behind bars on March
27 on charges related to undermining Algeria’s territorial integrity
over comments made to a French media outlet. AFP

Sud Wi F a1y el & d419 347 74T B

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Algerian court
upholds writer
Sansal’s five-year
prison sentence

e INATS HeTeld o
da@® dde &1 T
AT T FSAT I TR
eC))

An Algerian court upheld a
five-year jail term against
dual-national author
Boualem Sansal, whose
case has strained ties with
France.

TF Heol 1 ATS ETed o
SIEdY AR T I AWH
T HHel FY ITT FIeT Y
Stel Y HSAT Y SR IW@T,

e Sansal, 80, was first sentenced to five years behind bars on March 27 on charges
related to undermining Algeria’s territorial integrity over comments made to a

French media outlet.

dTe, 357 80 Y, FT Ugell IR 27 AT FI wiehH HfFAT FY RFw F2747e7 7 sresnRar Hr =y
HWSAT I FHATT T o IR H I AT T AT FeATS 15 2|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page14

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

MOSCOW

Ukraine drone attack kills three,
wounds 35 in Russia’s [zhevsk

B R e e ‘ REUTERS
A PCS '

A Ukrainian drone attack on the Russian city of Izhevsk, more than
1,000 km from the front line killed at least three persons and
hospitalised dozens more, the governor of the region said. “At the
moment, 35 people have been hospitalised, 10 of whom arein a
serious condition,” he said, adding there were “three fatalities.” AFp

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

AT, 8 & TSI o Tl

Ukraine drone
attack Kkills three,
wounds 35 in
Russia’s Izhevsk

et 5 gt e
AT & golcen A
et 1 Hl, 35
U

A Ukrainian drone
attack on the Russian
city of Izhevsk, more
than 1,000 km from the
front line, killed at least
three persons and
hospitalised dozens
more, the governor of
the region said.

el & 31T A o T
ereY g3icEs (S AT Y
¥ 1,000 e & 3t ¥
2) A 7 A HH dieT Ao
$1 S o off 3 FE At
&Y IEqATT A It HIrT

« “Atthe moment, 35 people have been hospitalised, 10 of whom are in serious

condition,” he said, adding there were “three fatalities.”

3ogiey IaTAT T 3731 Ao 35 AT 3rETdTer 7 97t TFw ot &, ST O 10 ¥ grerd T &,

3R ot ofter i g3 €
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Associated Press
BANGKOK

Thailand’s Constitutional
Court suspended Prime
Minister Paetongtarn Shi-
nawatra on Tuesday, pend-
ing an ethics investigation
over accusations she was
too deferential to a senior
Cambodian leader when
the two discussed a recent
border dispute in a phone
call that was leaked.

Ms. Paetongtarn has
faced growing dissatisfac-
tion over her handling of
the dispute, which in-

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Paetongtarn Shinawatra

volved an armed confron-
tation on May 28 in which
one Cambodian soldier
was killed. In a call with
Cambodian Senate Presi-

dent Hun Sen, she attempt-
ed to defuse tensions — but
instead sparked a string of
complaints and public
protests from critics who
accused her of being too
fawning.

Ms. Paetongtarn’s sus-
pension raises the possibil-
ity of renewed instability in
Thailand, a still fragile de-
mocracy that has suffered
several similar bouts of un-
certainty. At the root of
much of this was concern
from the conservative esta-
blishment, including the
military, that the political

dynasty initiated by Ms.
Paetongtarn’s father, Thak-
sin Shinawatra, was be-
coming too powerful.

She is the third member
of her family to hold the
Prime Minister’s office —
and the third to face the
possibility of removal be-
fore her term ended. Mr.
Thaksin was removed from
office in a 2006 coup and
driven into exile, while his
sister, former Prime Minis-
ter Yingluck Shinawtra,
was removed by a court or-
der in 2014, followed short-
ly after by a coup.

Court suspends Thailand PM to investigate leaked phone call
with Cambodian leader

ITgels A fiod F FOEIE Aar § e Fia A 9 F AT

ICEICGREERIKIE]]

Thailand’s Constitutional Court suspended Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra on Tuesday, pending an ethics investigation over accusations she
was too deferential to a senior Cambodian leader when the two discussed a
recent border dispute in a phone call that was leaked.

gl Fr FatnfAF rered A T dqiarersT RIATarET #) #redR Fi Afawar s
dfad tEa a& Aafad FT far, FifF 39 W IR § 7 378l g1 & & HaAr e )
FaIf3ATS IS AT § Tt & SRIT I gwra fe@ma, fwehr wiet Hier ot 8t

TS

o Ms. Paetongtarn has faced growing dissatisfaction over her handling of the dispute,
which involved an armed confrontation on May 28 in which one Cambodian soldier

was killed.

et dairere #1 28 7S Y gRAYREE F13Y, 5T v Faf3TE AfFF AR 14T, &F YaersT
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e In a call with Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen, she attempted to defuse
tensions — but instead sparked a string of complaints and public protests from critics
who accused her of being too fawning.

é@%ﬂéﬁﬁtﬁ%@@ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmmmmmmﬁﬁm
STF TN 3og oA Wﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁmﬁm%a@a@m
g1 o W i

o Ms. Paetongtarn’s suspension raises the possibility of renewed instability in
Thailand, a still fragile democracy that has suffered several similar bouts of
uncertainty.

st daiarer &1 A ardels & R & TeURAT I TG Jerar 8, 5 3130 3f v
AT svha ¢ 3R Tger o ¥ 7§ srfaRaaansit 1 e X gE §

o At the root of much of this was concern from the conservative establishment, including
the military, that the political dynasty initiated by Ms. Paetongtarn’s father, Thaksin
Shinawatra, was becoming too powerful.

58 WIS 9o i FREardY o=, Torasl Qe off «midrer 8, 1 78 o o sierclt daiorert &
T areh e RI=TTam gaRT 2w I 7€ Tofelfae Fermael sgd AfeFarirel S ST I 8

e She is the third member of her family to hold the Prime Minister’s office — and the
third to face the possibility of removal before her term ended.

ge 39er IRER i Had g § Segia TuaaEa 98 GHeT — 3R FTAFT AT gt &
g §CIT ST Y HHTIAT T WIHAT HIa arell N T o §1

e Mr. Thaksin was removed from office in a 2006 coup and driven into exile, while his
sister, former PM Yingluck Shinawatra, was removed by a court order in 2014,
followed shortly after by a coup.

ATH AT T 2006 F F+T TEAIee H Ue § gerdm arn AR fatws 7 e o, stafe seer
a1, qa dee Risrars RIsmarat w1 2014 # rererd F reer § gern 134, 3R R aEargde
&l
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Pragg: This is one of the
best phases of my career

P.K. Ajith Kumar
CHENNAI

The India No. 1 in chess
ranking is kind of a musical
chair now. It shows how
strongly the young Indians
have been faring at the
highest level.

The latest occupant of
the hot seat is R. Praggna-
nandhaa, who is ranked
World No. 4 in the latest
FIDE rating list released by
FIDE on Tuesday. Arjun
Erigaisi and D. Gukesh are
placed No. 5 and 6, respec-
tively.

The 19-year-old from
Chennai isn’t concerned
much about the ranking.
He is pretty happy, though,
with the kind of chess he
has been playing over the
last few months. He has
won three significant titles,
including the prestigious
Wijk aan Zee (Tata Steel)
this year.

“Winning Wijk aan Zee

Praggnanandhaa

meant a lot to me as it is an
87-year-old tournament,
which was won in the past
by several World cham-
pions,” Praggnanandhaa
told The Hindu over phone
from Zagreb, where he
would be playing the third
leg of the Grand Chess
Tour.

“It was also nice win-
ning the Superbet Chess
Classic in Romania and the
UzChess Cup in Tashkent
just a couple of days ago.”

He admits this has been
one of the best phases of
his career. “I have tried to

change a few things about
my chess, which has
worked,” he said. “I am
much more confident, and
I push myself in those crit-
ical games.”

Praggnanandhaa is glad
that the young Indians,
apart from the top three,
have been doing well of
late. “Aravindh Chithamba-
ram is playing great chess,”
he said. “And Nihal Sarin
has had good results in the
classical formats of late.
Our achievements, like Gu-
kesh’s World title and Aru-
jun breaking the 2800 Elo
barrier, motivate each oth-
er. Indian chess is really
looking up, with corpo-
rates supporting players
like me; I have benefited
from my association with
Adani Group.”

He is looking forward to
the Esports World Cup, in
which he will play for
Team Liquid, alongside
World No. 1 Magnus Carl-
sen. “It is nice that chess is
becoming part of Esports,”
he said.

Pragg: This is one
of the best phases
of my career

999T: Ig AY FRAT
& e gl R
AAuhg

The India No. 1 in chess
ranking is kind of a
musical chair now. It
shows how strongly the
young Indians have
been faring at the
highest level.

R Y e 1 AT

I 39 v aE
FYfAF A 9T TS 81 T8
feramar @ & gar sl
S ITaaH TR W
s WereFd ygeie FT @
gl

. The latest occupant

of the hot seat is R. Praggnanandhaa, who is ranked World No. 4 in the latest FIDE
rating list released by FIDE on Tuesday. Arjun Erigaisi and D. Gukesh are placed
No. 5 and 6, respectively.

50 TAY MY T I AR, YT §, ST BI8S GaRT HIAAR Hl ST AT fear qht 7
faeg Fav 4 X | 3RS oRA 31X . spehver sharer: Faw 5 31K 6 W

e The 19-year-old from Chennai isn’t concerned much about the ranking. He is pretty
happy, though, with the kind of chess he has been playing over the last few months.
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Aoet$ § 19 T T&emsy IRFT A1 et 31Tk R w761 81 gTetifeh, a8 Mo o #d= @
ST A W T §, 3T FIH TS &

e He has won three significant titles, including the prestigious Wijk aan Zee (Tata
Steel) this year.

3=giel 30 aY Wijk aan Zee (Tata Steel) Gigd die Agcaqr f&ama sid 81

e “Winning Wijk aan Zee meant a lot to me as it is an 87-year-old tournament, which
was won in the past by several World champions,” Praggnanandhaa told The Hindu
over phone from Zagreb, where he would be playing the third leg of the Grand Chess
Tour.

“Wijk aan Zee ST A foIT 9gd AT 3T § Flfeh I€ 87 AIel AT oATHE &, o
Teo F% faeq ARTat A SHaT &, TeIAET o FE & BT W T, STl a8 5 @@ H
IR =T Weld|

o ‘It was also nice winning the Superbet Chess Classic in Romania and the UzChess
Cup in Tashkent just a couple of days ago.”

“mﬁwwmﬁn@mmammﬁmmmm@
Ty @I

e He admits this has been one of the best phases of his career. “| have tried to change a
few things about my chess, which has worked,” he said.

a AT § (% TG 3e7eh HRI T FaH dgadler AR @1 | “HaA 300 et H F6 qgara
T T PR AT §, S AT W &, 3o6loT gl

e “l am much more confident, and | push myself in those critical games.”

379 ¥ Ugel & e AreAfaRar § 3R i AFEel A ge wr wfF SR @ gt &ar
4

e Praggnanandhaa is glad that the young Indians, apart from the top three, have been
doing well of late.

AT G 8 o o et f@enf3at & aramar oft a1 sl erasr f@emsh grer &1 A
g gt R E 2
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“‘Aravindh Chithambaram is playing great chess,” he said. “And Nihal Sarin has had
good results in the classical formats of late.”

“3Rfag RdaeHT SET ITTTT Aol W T &, 3wl et | “3R forgrer aier = grer &1 &
FATIAR TIRT & 370 IRUTH &rfdd fFu &1

“Our achievements, like Gukesh’s World title and Arjun breaking the 2800 Elo
barrier, motivate each other.”

“GARY IYATRIAT S TR aher 1 farea Rdrer 31k 3RS garT 2800 Tl 3 HaAT IR
FAT, Th-ga T IR FTel E1”

“Indian chess is really looking up, with corporates supporting players like me; | have
benefited from my association with Adani Group.”

“HRAT eAeTeT aTEcd A 3egse feufar 7 §, 3N siaRew 1 wader f@onfsat & e @r
g, Hel I7STEY I & ATY S[STT A W IS &7

He is looking forward to the Esports World Cup, in which he will play for Team Liquid,
alongside World No. 1 Magnus Carlsen.

dg Esports 9¢8 &9 I 3 T © ¢, forgd ag a7 AfFas & v feg sew 1 dvaw
FTIH b TTT Woidl |

“It is nice that chess is becoming part of Esports,” he said.
“Ig 3T 91 & & 319 a3t ft Esports 71 REa1 9 W@ §,” 30i) Tl
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Nitu, Lovlina, Saweety shine
on final day of Elite boxing

Sports Bureau
HYDERABAD

World and Commonwealth
Games gold medallist Nitu
Ghanghas, Olympic medal-
list Lovlina Borgohain, and
World Champion Saweety
Boora were the standout
performers on the final day
of the Elite women’s box-
ing tournament here on
Tuesday.

Nitu won the 48kg cate-
gory following a 4-1 verdict
against Chanchal in the fi-
nal, while Saweety defeat-
ed Alfiya 5-0 to top the po-
dium in the 80kg category.
Lovlina, meanwhile,
bagged the 78kg category
gold following Lashu Ya-
dav’s withdrawal.

Local favourite Nikhat
Zareen, however, pulled
out of the event due to in-
jury, ahead of her bout
with Jyoti in the 51kg final.

With nine medals to its
name, including three
gold, Railways Sports Pro-
motion Board emerged as
the top-performer overall.

On top: Nitu, left, is crowned the 48kg title winner.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The gold and silver me-
dallists across categories
will now earn the oppor-
tunity to join the national
camp in Patiala.

The final standings: 48kg: 1.
Nitu, 2. Chanchal, 3. Manju Rani
and Yamini Singh; 51kg: 1. Jyoti,
2. Nikhat Zareen, 3. Devika
Ghorpade and V. Lakshaya.
54kg: 1. Preeti, 2. Tanu, 3.
Shiksha and Bhupali Hazarika;
57kg: 1. Babirojsana Chanu, 2.
Kamaljeet Kaur Gill, 3. Vishu

Rathee and Aroti Doley.

60kg: 1. Prachi, 2. Anjali, 3.
Niharika Gonella and Gavali
Priyanka Suresh; 65kg: 1.
Ankushita Boro, 2. Shashi, 3.
Amita Kundu and Yashi Sharma.
70kg: 1. Shivani, 2. Gitimoni
Gogoi, 3. Neha Kasnyal and

Shravani Barge; 75kg: 1. Lovlina,

2. Lashu Yadav, 3. Sneha and
Shruti.
80kg: 1. Saweety, 2. Alfiya, 3.

Babita Bisht and Garima; 80+kg:

1. Ritika, 2. Shivani Tomar, 3.
Neha and Mankirat Kaur Brar.

Nitu, Loinna,
Saweety
shine on final
day of Elite
boxing

World and
Commonwealth
Games gold
medallist Nitu
Ghanghas,
Olympic medallist
Lovlina
Borgohain, and
World Champion
Saweety Boora
were the standout
performers on the
final day of the
Elite women’s
boxing
tournament here
on Tuesday.

faeg ik IseHEw

el Y FoF ggF fastar e gurw, e goF fastar aadar aReange v faeg @it
AT G HITTEAR FY T U Telle AR aifFwar ganie F 3w R A v yedaw
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o Nitu won the 48kg category following a 4-1 verdict against Chanchal in the final.

oAl e & e 4-1 fotr & St got &Y 48 fFarm a3t 7 Taot gee S|

o Saweety defeated Alfiya 5-0 to top the podium in the 80kg category.
afaar o srfewar 1 5-0 & g 80 e at 7 Faof uge S

e Lovlina bagged the 78kg category gold following Lashu Yadav’s withdrawal.
ATANAT A AT AT F FEat oh HROT 78 Farm 79t o1 Faof e g1idret fomam |

e Local favourite Nikhat Zareen, however, pulled out of the event due to injury, ahead of
her bout with Jyoti in the 51kg final.

TAART qHdIeT fAEd sie & Ae & SROT 51 R Sread & Safa & Grer e arell 379e1
HFTES A §Tot bl el foha|

+ With nine medals to its name, including three gold, Railways Sports Promotion
Board emerged as the top-performer overall.

YT TUEH YA SIS o od it ueh, Toieval ller Tarot enfdrer €, et waAss veeke
YA Tl A FT AT gridrer fhar|

e The gold and silver medallists across categories will now earn the opportunity to join
the national camp in Patiala.

fafee= aeit & Taot 3l Tord v fasrar 31 afearen & sy AR & anfae g &1
3qHT 94|

Final Standings
ifas FuTeT
e 48kg: 1. Nitu, 2. Chanchal, 3. Manju Rani and Yamini Singh
48 fara: 1. 501, 2. =rer, 3. A U= 3 WfAeh fig

e 51kg: 1. Jyoti, 2. Nikhat Zareen, 3. Devika Ghorpade and V. Lakshaya
51 fRamm: 1. SAfq, 2. fd@d S, 3. &fderr eRus 3k . asg

e 54kg: 1. Preeti, 2. Tanu, 3. Shiksha and Bhupali Hazarika
54 fam: 1. Dfq, 2. 7, 3. fRveT 3R squTel goTTReT

o 57kg: 1. Babirojsana Chanu, 2. Kamaljeet Kaur Gill, 3. Vishu Rathee and Aroti Doley
57 fFam: 1. STRISTETET =1e], 2. HHASN BN [Frer, 3. fay T R 3R S
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e 60kg: 1. Prachi, 2. Anjali, 3. Niharika Gonella and Gavali Priyanka Suresh
60 famm: 1. 9T, 2. 3iSifeY, 3. fAGTREAT Fieielt 3R el Torrenr grear

e 65kg: 1. Ankushita Boro, 2. Shashi, 3. Amita Kundu and Yashi Sharma
65 TR 1. 3HRIAT aRT, 2. AR, 3. AT %3 3R 2T eraAT

e 70kg: 1. Shivani, 2. Gitimoni Gogoi, 3. Neha Kasnyal and Shravani Barge
70 fRamT: 1. Rare, 2. AR MM, 3. g7 AT 3R Aaofy IR=r

e 75kg: 1. Lovlina, 2. Lashu Yadav, 3. Sneha and Shruti
75 fRaT: 1. oaelle, 2. WY Are, 3. FgT 3R A

o 80kg: 1. Saweety, 2. Alfiya, 3. Babita Bisht and Garima
80 foram: 1. afadr, 2. sifewar, 3. sfaar fase iR aIRAT

o 80+kg: 1. Ritika, 2. Shivani Tomar, 3. Neha and Mankirat Kaur Brar
80+ fram: 1. RfAer, 2. RAaret deR, 3. AT 3R AAPRT PR TR
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BISWARANJAN ROUT

Dhinidhi Desinghu
frfafe 3Ry

e At 14, Dhinidhi Desinghu, who competed in women’s 200m freestyle in 2024
Olympics, was the youngest Indian to participate in the Paris Games.

14 9§ &1 37 A, FRfafdr 3RAg = 2024 3w A Afganat Hr 200 Hex e A fear
o 31k ag IR Gat &7 H1r A arelt TEH FH 37 H HRAT T47|

e The teenager showed her class earlier this year when she bagged 11 medals, including
nine gold, to emerge as the Best Athlete in the Uttarakhand National Games.

58 aY T BT H, 37 AR A 11 e, o1t 9 Faot enffer &, Shaet swrEs wd
Wl 7 gaass @A 1 [@ae grfde o
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e With several important international events lined up in the coming months leading up to
the 2026 calendar, which has the Commonwealth Games and Asian Games, Dhinidhi
has been working on her overall development as a swimmer.

AT aTel FgHaAt A, feTe Fiaeraey 1w 3R vRTé @« S #3 Ageaqor awrsdy
gaTHe enfaAe &, 31X S 2026 &St dF Hhel &, AR 16 Ram & v § 77 Rem
HHAFT W

o During the National aquatics championships at the Kalinga Stadium Aquatic Centre
here, the Karnataka girl, now a 15-year-old, recalled her Games experience, how it
felt to share the competition arena with global stars, and her dreams for the country.

g1 S RRBIA veFarfes dex & 3o T vearfesw FRafT & ke,
FeATcH Y TE AP, S 31 15 T 6T g1 T 8, o 370 Well & Hepora, g {ari & ary
HTSOIT AIST ol o g X e F fw 3rasr woat 1 I1e; fama |
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A look at India’s sports policy journey

When was a dedicated Department of Sports created? Why did Indias sports policy remain tepid while the global sport ecosystem thrived in the 1980s to 2000s?
How have Indian athletes fared over the decades? Does India have a chance to host the Olympics?

EXPLAINER

Malathi Renati

The story so far:
port in India can trace its roots
back to pre-historic times, when
physical skills that are now
foundational to modern sports
were then integral to daily life. As hunters
and gatherers, humans relied on abilities
like archery, wrestling, swimming, and
climbing, not for recreation, but for
survival. These have now evolved into the
individual and team sports that we are
familiar with today.

How did sports do post 1947?
India’s sports policy journey since 1947
must be seen in the context of the nation’s
broader socio-economic development.
Post the British Raj, India’s prime focus
was on rebuilding the nation by
addressing poverty, health, and
education. It is therefore understandable
that sectors like sports did not feature
prominently in the national agenda. Even
s0, India hosted the first Asian Games in
New Delhi in 1951, a bold assertion of the
country’s regional aspirations and soft
power. In 1954, the government set up the
All-India Council of Sports (AICS) to
advise on sports matters, support
federations, and fund elite athletes.
However, allocations were modest,
resulting in athletes missing international
competitions due to a lack of financial
support. For nearly three decades,
nothing notable transpired on the policy
front. Yet, India’s men’s hockey team
dominated the Olympics from 1920 to
1980. And Indian athletics saw stars
emerge such as Milkha Singh (200/400m),
Gurbachan Singh (decathlon), Praveen
Kumar Sobti (discus and hammer throw),
and Kamaljeet Sandhu, the first Indian
woman to win an individual gold medal at
the Asian Games.

‘When did India’s sports policy begin?
The 1982 Asian Games catalysed change.

A look at India’s sports policy journey

Over the ages: Russian coach Imant Kuklich and Uday Prabhu (sprints coach) giving a pep talk to the

‘athletics probables’ at the SAI camp, Kengeri in 1990. THE HINDU ARCHIVES

The government created a dedicated
Department of Sports under the Ministry
of Human Resource Development. Riding
the post-Games momentum, India finally
unveiled its first National Sports Policy
(NSP) in 1984. The NSP 1984 aimed to
improve infrastructure, promote mass
participation, and raise standards in elite
sports. It also stressed the importance of
integrating sports with education, which
was formalised in the 1986 National
Education Policy. That same year, the
Sports Authority of India (SAI) was
established to implement policy, and
athlete development programs.

While global sports ecosystems evolved
rapidly between 1986 and 2000, they
remained tepid in India. Sports is a ‘State’
subject in the Constitution and though the
Union government had earmarked it a
modest budget, the involvement of
society and markets were minimal.
Policies remained weak, and

implementation inconsistent. India’s
economy too remained sluggish through
the 1980s. However, 1991 marked a
turning point, with the emergence of
liberalisation. This economic shift
coincided with cultural changes. Cable
television, global exposure, and a rising
middle class brought greater visibility and
aspiration for sports. A Draft NSP in 1997
recognised this, proposing that States
focus on broadbasing, while the Union
concentrated on elite excellence. But it
never went beyond the draft stage.

How has sports evolved post-2000?
In 2000, India created a dedicated
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
(MYAS). A revised National Sports Policy
was launched in 2001, setting clearer
goals for mass participation and
international excellence. This period also
saw sports feature in the Union Budget,
albeit with a small allocation. India’s

R Y Gl Afer AT T T gfeahIor

The Story So Far

9 do Y Fgrer

|

Olympic medal tally remained modest,
with Rajyavardhan Rathore’s silver
(2004), Abhinav Bindra’s gold (2008) and
bronzes in boxing from Vijender Singh
(2008) and Mary Kom (2012).

In 2011, the National Sports
Development Code (NSDC) was
introduced, aiming to regulate and
professionalise National Sports
Federations (NSFs). It addressed
governance, anti-doping, age fraud,
betting, gender issues etc. but as always,
implementation remained the hurdle.

However, several impactful schemes
were launched over the years — TOPS
(Target Olympic Podium Scheme 2014)
provided elite athletes with coaching,
nutrition, and infrastructure support;
Khelo India (2017) conducted youth talent
identification across schools and
universities; and the Fit India Movement
(2019) promoted physical activity and
fitness as a public health priority.

Can India host the Olympics?
India’s intent to host the 2036 Olympics
has ignited momentum. In 2024, the
government released both the Draft
National Sports Policy and the Draft
National Sports Governance Bill for public
feedback. Whether these make it to law
remains to be seen. The good news is that
yesterday the NSP 2025 was announced,
unveiled as “ Khelo Bharat Niti - 2025”,
reinforcing India’s 2036 Olympic bid.

Similarly, measures that have been
deliberated for a while, like the Draft
National Code for Good Governance in
Sports, 2017 should be given the
go-ahead. India had the ignominious
distinction of topping the latest global
doping list released by WADA. It’s about
time for all stakeholders to move beyond
selfinterest and enforce reforms for the
larger good of Indian sport. We must now
prioritise scientific coaching, physical
literacy, and sports in education. Lasting
change demands sustained action.
Building a ‘sporting nation’ doesn’t
happen overnight.

Malathi Renati is Head of Policy School
at the Takshashila Institution.

THE GIST

v

India hosted the first Asian
Games in New Delhi in 1951, a
bold assertion of the country’s
regional aspirations and soft
power.

v

1n 2000, India created a
dedicated Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports. A revised
National Sports Policy was
launched in 2001, setting
clearer goals for mass
participation and international
excellence.

v

India’s intent to host the 2036
Olympics has ignited
momentum.

e Sport in India can trace its roots back to pre-historic times, when physical skills like
archery, wrestling, swimming, and climbing were essential for survival, not

recreation.

AR # Qe 1 Scuer yrafaerfaes e & o2 g8 &, ofw dlersh, Feeh, IR 3 wers
SHET QR &THATY ARSI w61 afed sitae Tl & [T &l of|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.

Page2 6



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

These foundational skills have now evolved into the individual and team sports we
know today.

3 FTHT &TAATY 3T TEATT TS & SATFaare 3 €97 @al o1 §9 of T ¢ |

Post-1947 Scenario
1947 & d1g FT IRGRT

India’s sports policy post-1947 evolved in the backdrop of national priorities like
poverty, health, and education.

R T T 1T 1947 & T1G 52T FHT TrAfAR T3 o1 a0, Fareed, 3R e & a7
fafad g3
Sports did not feature prominently in the national agenda during the initial decades.
Q&I G 7 Wl &l TSET Tois H fAAT Fgea 7161 feam arm|
Yet, India hosted the first Asian Games in 1951 in New Delhi, showcasing regional
ambition and soft power.

R oft, TR = 1951 & 1% el & gger vfAATE Wal Fr Asrar=r o1, Trow e
FgcaThial AR e Ira 1 Fedie 3|

In 1954, the government set up the All-India Council of Sports (AICS) to advise on
policy, support federations, and fund elite athletes.

1954 &, TR & AT ARANT T IRYE (AICS) ST TATYAT FI, d1feh Afa Torrg, Agraat
1 AT 3R voE f@enfsat =i fadha wgrrar & s @]

However, fund allocations were modest, causing athletes to miss international
competitions.

fhet, faelier atrges AT 81 & FRUT F5 WS AR gfafaranst & smragi o
S|

For nearly three decades, there was no major policy development, though India’s
men’s hockey team dominated the Olympics (1920-1980).

TSI e G ek IS T2 A Teel AET &S, FTellfh ST Y To giehr €1 (1920-
1980) deh eI & &€ W

Indian athletics saw names like Milkha Singh, Gurbachan Singh, Praveen Kumar
Sobti, and Kamaljeet Sandhu, the first Indian woman to win an individual Asian
Games gold.

3, T3 @ Foeeha WY & TRams @l # safFaera Taofh 9q& shide arell ggelt SR
Ao il

Beginning of Sports Policy
gd Aife A eara
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The 1982 Asian Games in New Delhi triggered policy transformation.

1982 F TRIATE el (75 feoalt) & Afaera aeama $r g 1T

A dedicated Department of Sports was created under the Ministry of Human
Resource Development.

AT FHTY I HAET & 3dTd 0 Ay Qe fasmer gorm a2
In 1984, India launched its first National Sports Policy (NSP).
1984 H, TR = 3T=AT Ugell ISET Wl AT (NSP) T GwoT |

NSP 1984 aimed to improve infrastructure, promote mass participation, and
enhance elite performance.

NSP 1984 T 3¢¢2% SN GUR, SeT HGRY FI qgTaT o1 R 3o FAX & F&2ia
ST 2T

It also recommended integrating sports with education, which was formalised in the
1986 National Education Policy.

31 Wl o T8I F Sgar 1 FAwriker A, [ 1986 #ir wsdr faw A 7 3o s

e arm|

In 1986, the Sports Authority of India (SAI) was established to implement policy and
develop athletes.

1986 H, AR WeT WITAHIOT (SAI) FI T Aifd FTeageT 3R e fawma & fow
TS|

Policy Weakness Between 1986-2000
1986—2000 ¥F & far Fir A

While the global sports ecosystem evolved rapidly, India’s progress remained tepid
and inconsistent.

STeT Ueh 3R faeT @ gomeh ash & fasfla g, 961 Rd & Rera ea 3k sraera @
Sports remained a ‘State Subject’ in the Caonstitution, limiting central intervention.
Wl 1 GiaUTe 7 T FT A A= 712, [S61@ g v 7faenr dfad @

The Union government earmarked a modest budget, but society and market

involvement was low.

e, AR o AT To1e T v, SfersT gaATe 31 TR A sl om0 @

Overall, policies remained weak and implementation was inconsistent during this
phase.

Fol TR, 38 AN Afat FAaR 3R Brareadet s @l
3R 379 =E, T H 33T & e o7t 52 idfe & RN X Fehcll €|

India’s economy remained sluggish through the 1980s, but 1991 marked a turning
point with the emergence of liberalisation.

1980 ¥ GeUF H R HT Irdfeaaeyt el 1, AfheT 1991 F EriTHIOT Y YB3 & A1y
CEECCICEIRI
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This economic shift coincided with cultural changes—cable television, global
exposure, and a rising middle class brought greater visibility and aspiration for
sports.

TE S Seela Fepias TRac=! & T g3 — S Farer &, ARTH T 31N wed

§3nmwaﬁ,mﬁr@3ﬁa%ﬁvnﬁmmaﬁzmaaél

A Draft National Sports Policy (NSP) was created in 1997, proposing that States
focus on broadbasing, and the Union on elite excellence, but it never progressed
beyond the draft.

1997 # v FHleT AT Bt Aifer (NSP) 718 18, fwe Forra or foh ToT FR |
ST TG 3R Fe GaRT SepsedT TR AT 41 91T, et I8 ofifar #wis & amr gt
¢ |

Post-2000 Sports Developments
2000 & 91¢ @ &F A R

In 2000, India created a dedicated Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports (MYAS).
2000 , 3R o JaT A AR Bl HATT (MYAS) T FAT9AT 67|

A revised National Sports Policy was launched in 2001, with clearer goals for mass
participation and international excellence.

2001 ¥ FNRT T A A o1 713, TS Fet ArigrY 31T AT Taw
Jesedl & TISC A8 oY fohv AT

Sports began to feature in the Union Budget, though with small allocations.
FET g9IC H Wl T ATA FohaT 3731, gTeifeh rdes Hifaa o

India’s Olympic medal tally remained modest:

Rajyavardhan Rathore’s silver (2004)

Abhinav Bindra’s gold (2008)

Vijender Singh’s bronze (2008)

Mary Kom'’s bronze (2012)

« ¥ T 3N Igeh T2t HifAd @
TsgatisT 318 &1 ToTd (2004)
31f&sTa fsfeT 1 TaoT (2008)

fasiex &g &1 Fiex (2008)

I A FT HIET (2012)

Reforms and Regulations

U 3R Rfews
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e In 2011, the National Sports Development Code (NSDC) was introduced to regulate
and professionalise National Sports Federations (NSFs).

2011 &, T B A Eigar (NSDC) 1S 1S arfeh WSdr r Agraet (NSFs) il
fafaa i SR sarr 5 Es |

o It addressed governance, anti-doping, age fraud, betting, and gender issues, but
implementation remained a hurdle.

S8 AT, SYer A, iy e, weersh 3R forar FggEt S wefed fhar, ofehe
faTeaget 3ra off e 9T @I

Flagship Schemes Launched
YHE ANSTATHT Y YIHTA

e TOPS (Target Olympic Podium Scheme) — 2014: Provided elite athletes with
coaching, nutrition, and infrastructure support.

TOPS (78 3itei e Qifgge Fiera) - 2014: NS @enfeat s ;R qvor il
FewIeCEFa] FAd fear ar=m|

¢ Khelo India — 2017: Conducted youth talent identification in schools and
universities.

el 3731 - 2017: THat 3R Rreafagzrerat & Far wfdem & ggarr v |
o Fit India Movement — 2019: Promoted physical activity and fitness as public health
priorities.

fre 2T 3meYerT - 2019: AR AR 3tk Feaw FI e Faresg afAwar &
&Y H dorar fear aram|

India’s Olympic Bid and Governance Reform

HR $1 e arelt 3R Temrafas gur

e India has shown intent to host the 2036 Olympics, sparking momentum.
HIR o7 2036 e Y Aa A goo1 sTars ¥, o 3camw Ter |

e In 2024, the government released both the Draft National Sports Policy and Draft
National Sports Governance Bill for public feedback.

2024 #, TR o AGlET TET A A 31K #AGler vsdT @ araa Fgas i I

gfafear & faw Sl )
e In 2025, the new policy “Khelo Bharat Niti — 2025” was launched, strengthening
India’s Olympic 2036 bid.

2025 &, 77 AN “@aY 9RT A - 2025”7 o i 715, TTTY IRT ST 2036 NAF
aYell Y AT Al
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o Reforms like the Draft National Code for Good Governance in Sports — 2017 should
now be approved.

TSET Wl GRATH Hgalm — 2017 S FURT T 379 FHody & At e
o India topped the latest WADA global doping list, highlighting urgent need for reforms.
T WADA F sTeftercrar 3fRas SYf¥er et 3F ok v <er, forae gumtt & acwrer

mmmg@l

Way Forward
I H T

o Stakeholders must move beyond self-interest and enforce systemic reforms.
Gl EAURET AT TS & FUX 3SHFT HEATIA FURT T 1] AT G191

e Priority should be on scientific coaching, physical literacy, and sports in education.
defas ifRer, arlifie anarar 3R Rian & e F1 grafdewdr & st arfgel

o Building a ‘sporting nation’ requires sustained action, not overnight effort.

‘G THTA I’ T TAATOT FAMAR TITET & BT &, TAl-I0e g |

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Digital copy of certified adoption orders valid

gde Tt &Y RfSed yarfora ufa der A seeh
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‘Digital copy
of certified
adoption
orders Valid’

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Central Adoption Re-
source Authority (CARA)
has clarified that adoptive
parents do not need hard
copies of adoption orders
as digitally certified ver-
sions sent via e-mail are le-
gally valid and sufficient
under the current rules.

In a letter issued to all
States, Union Territories,
specialised adoption agen-
cies, and District Child Pro-
tection Units (DCPUs), CA-
RA addressed the

confusion  surrounding
Regulation 13(8) of the
Adoption Regulations,

2022, which outlines the
procedure for delivering
adoption orders.

The clarification comes
amid reports that some
adoption agencies and pro-
tection units were uncer-
tain about the validity of e-
mailed orders.

The regulation man-
dates that a certified copy
of the adoption order —
authenticated by the office
of the District Magistrate —
must be obtained by the
SAA through the DCPU.
This copy must then be
sent to the adoptive pa-
rents via e-mail within 10
days and uploaded to the
designated portal.

CARA said “certified co-
py” refers to a digitally
authenticated version.

Address :

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Digital copy of certified adoption orders valid

gde Tt &Y RBfSed yafora ufa der A sreah

The Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) has clarified that
adoptive parents do not need hard copies of adoption orders as
digitally certified versions sent via e-mail are legally valid and
sufficient under the current rules.

FET SOF TGUT HHTHA TITAFHIOT (CARA) o FTIse 71 & 7 g+ ATdT-
Rar Y e e H g1 Frd) Y HTTIFHAT AL &, FAIH AT F ATEIH
¥ #5h a1$ Bforea yanfora ufar adae Hast & aga FeE & & #7973k
aied §

o In a letter issued to all States, Union Territories, specialised adoption
agencies, and District Child Protection Units (DCPUs), CARA addressed the
confusion surrounding Regulation 13(8) of the Adoption Regulations, 2022,
which outlines the procedure for delivering adoption orders.

T T, Fg el v, AW gae veifaar 3R e arer @vator swear
(DCPUs) & &Y 31T 99 # CARA o gas afaga, 2022 & faga 13(8) @ d&foa
A T gy T, St ete et & faraor iy yisham aarar g1

o The clarification comes amid reports that some adoption agencies and
protection units were uncertain about the validity of emailed orders.

Ig TASEIHOT U] THI H 37T § 51 $© Gl T (a1 3 FI&T0T SH1SAT Y
AT & ATEIA § Hot 0 TSRt AT Ferar Fr SR T 27

. The regulation mandates that a certified copy of the adoption order —
authenticated by the office of the District Magistrate — must be obtained by
the SAA through the DCPU.

g & 37aR, forem Afoede & FHRTET GarT YAOd gaF e F1 vF
gATOTT 9fa T faw gereh TSHY (SAA) T DCPU & #ATETH & UTCd el gIaT|

. This copy must then be sent to the adoptive parents via e-mail within 10
days and uploaded to the designated portal.

g gfa &f o 10 @ & 1R g ATAT-Rdar Y $A & ATETH F JAST AT
rfeT 3R Afdse qider W 319dlis fFar S anfgv|

. CARA said “certified copy” refers to a digitally authenticated version.

CARA & &gT & “gaforg afa” &1 3mer Bfeed &7 @ yaog afa 3 &1
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And International
Relations)
1. India has right to defend itself against terror: Jaishankar
AT & BTE HRT F ATAIET FT HRAFR §: STTAH
2. Drive on to identify persons with multiple voter IDs: CEC
THIfAF AT HES IW@ drel sFfFdaal Y 9g=ar & faw
HAATT: AET AT HIFA
3. NDA MPs walk out of House committee meeting over
summoning Medha Patkar

AYT GTEH I FATT STl T TASIT HHGT o AT FFATT HY
d5F @ iw3Tse

4. A triangular dynamic in South Asia’s power politics

cfayor TfRrT Y "ar Uarfa & v Roha afaefiear

5. Pakistan assumes presidency of the UN Security
Council for July

SelTs & ToIT aIfehrdler o HYFeT TS &I TRTE Y ETaTdT
HeTelY

6. Pak. militants storm police station, set fire to banks,
killing a boy

Teh. AT A G T 9N g FohaT, Sl & 39T emg, Th
TF AT FAT

7. Long-running border feud between Cambodia, Thailand
flares up once again
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HAISYT, ATSels & &I o FHAT A TAT 3T BT AT f9ag v )
fhT 915+ 3T

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

India has “every right” to
defend its people against
terrorism and the partners
of the Quad grouping
should “appreciate” that,
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said in Washing-
ton DC, where he partici-
pated in the Quad Foreign
Ministers-level meeting on
Tuesday.

Mr. Jaishankar said a
“more focused Quad” will
“help deliver better”,
while Australian Foreign
Minister Penny Wong, in
her opening remarks,
made the mention of
the March 28 earthquake
in Myanmar where the
Quad partners mobilised
“quickly” to help the af-
fected communities.

“A word about terrorism

in the light of our recent ex-
perience: The world must
display zero tolerance. Vic-
tims and perpetrators must
never be equated and India
has every right to defend
its people against terro-
rism and we will exercise
that right. We expect our
Quad partners to under-
stand and appreciate that,”
Mr. Jaishankar said in his
opening remarks at the
meeting, which is being
hosted by U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio. Mr. Ru-
bio had hosted his counter-
parts from Australia, India
and Japan on the sidelines
of the swearing-in ceremo-
ny of President Donald
Trump in January.

“Significant progress’

Mr. Jaishankar reiterated
India’s commitment to a
rules-based international

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with Australian Foreign
Minister Penny Wong, Japanese Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya and
U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio in Washington DC. AP

order and the “free and
open Indo-Pacific”, and
announced that India was
on track to host the next
Quad leaders’ summit.
The meeting in Wash-
ington DC is being attend-
ed by Japanese Foreign Mi-
nister Takeshi Iwaya. “It is
essential that nations of the

Indo-Pacific have the free-
dom of choice, so essential
to make right decisions on
development and securi-
ty,” said the External Af-
fairs Minister, announcing
that the grouping had
made “significant pro-
gress” in maritime do-
main, logistics, education

and political coordination
in the last few months.

“The working of the
Quad is also being made
more efficient through
streamlining the Working
Groups. A more cohesive,
nimble and focused Quad
will certainly help deliver
better,” Mr. Jaishankar
said.

He said India had some
proposals to make the next

Ahead of the ministerial
meeting, Mr. Jaishankar
met his Japanese counter-
part and held “comprehen-
sive discussions on infras-
tructure, investment and
mobility”. “Our special,
strategic and global part-
nership continues to dee-
pen and diversify,” said the
Minister.

Ms. Wong echoed Mr.

Rubio’s earlier remarks
and described the Indo-
Pacific as the region where
the “future of the 2Ist cen-
tury is being shaped”. “Un-
fortunately, we meet in the
backdrop of conflict and of
escalating  competition,”
said Ms. Wong, arguing
that in the backdrop of va-
rious conflicts, it was ne-
cessary to harness Quad’s
“collective strength for
peace, stability and pros-
perity for the Indo-Pacific
and for our people.” She al-
so noted that the Quad
partners mobilised quickly
to help Myanmar in the
backdrop of the devastat-
ing earthquake that hit the
country in March. Mr. Ru-
bio mentioned that the
Quad could “focus and
build upon” the global sup-
ply chain of critical miner-
als.

India has right to defend itself against terror: Jaishankar
AT & fQATE HRT H ATCAIET T HRAFR §: TIAFT

India has “every right” to defend its people against terrorism and the Quad
partners should “appreciate” that, said External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in
Washington DC, during the Quad Foreign Ministers-level meeting on Tuesday.

HIT Y HTdFaTE & QTS 379 AT Y W& Fe 7 “q0 AFR g 3R F@E= F
ATBIERT FY & “TATET 3 “AAT” AR, Ig a1 ¥S2r #N vH. FTAAH A FAIAIR
& gifdreres I 7 Fars fAer AT Y doF 7 FE
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¢ Mr. Jaishankar said a “more focused Quad” will “help deliver better”, while
Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong mentioned the March 28 earthquake in
Myanmar and how Quad partners mobilised quickly.

A STIRHT o gl b Teh “SATET Ffgd Fa18” S5 “IRUNHA S H A FWM, Sdih
ireeforars fader w3l =it aier =¥ 28 A Y FAAR F 3T 3T F1 foes fopam 3R g s
he TS ST A Al § Feg TEATS|

o “A word about terrorism in the light of our recent experience: The world must display
zero tolerance. Victims and perpetrators must never be equated and India has every
right to defend its people against terrorism,” said Mr. Jaishankar.

AT STAAF ¥ FHgT, “FIOIAT T & HeeT 7 JHTAhalG R FS e §o1aT I Yo ARFsorar
fewre =nfew| ffFat sitt srquftrt @ gorem Fsft 781 i areh =afee 3 s 1 3o
AR Y &I A HT 0 ARG

¢ He added, “We expect our Quad partners to understand and appreciate that.”

3egiel 3791 Fgl, “BH 3FHIG 0 & [ gAN Fa18 WEieR 38 gAsiar 3 agar”

e The meeting was hosted by U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who had hosted his
counterparts from Australia, India and Japan earlier on the sidelines of Donald
Trump’s swearing-in ceremony.

I S JANEY RAger 7@t ARl s garT 3T $r 7% oY, Siegler gger ireefam,
R 3R T & FHPET T AT SNeATes ST F ATY TGUT FARE F SR FT Y|

o Mr. Jaishankar reiterated India’s commitment to a rules-based international order and
the “free and open Indo-Pacific”’, and announced that India was on track to host the
next Quad leaders’ summit.

A ST o fAgH-3menRe S sqaey 3R “Faad 3R g g 4RfhE & ufa
HRT T Fiecydr argrs 31X GYuT AT fh R 3rTel Fa1s RAIEy do& Imafd Fiet f
e & 3R B

e The meeting was also attended by Japanese Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya.

Sah 7 SATITeT & faeer #:At arheft sarar o7 8 srer form|

o “ltis essential that nations of the Indo-Pacific have the freedom of choice, so essential
to make right decisions on development and security,” said Mr. Jaishankar.
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A ST A Fgl, “Tg TS ¢ T $31-UTATFa 87 & S2if Y T4 Y Tadaar A, i
d R 3R R & 53 Wl A0 of Tkl

e He said the Quad had made “significant progress” in maritime domain, logistics,
education, and political coordination in the last few months.

3giel ST foh Y e HEVGAT & FTS o Wt &, Ao, R 3R vereifas
qHeaT H “HAgeaqot WIfa” H g

o “The working of the Quad is also being made more efficient through streamlining the
Working Groups. A more cohesive, nimble and focused Quad will certainly help
deliver better,” Mr. Jaishankar said.

AT STARAFT 1 g, “FaTs hl HRYUTN I IFHT Joq HY Feaafeda Y e Fere F=rar
ST T@T & Tk 31k Farfee, erefie 3R S Fars RRad &9 & Sga) aRoma gaml

¢ He added that India had some proposals to make the next Quad summit
“productive”.

3Gt gl foh 8T oh U1 319Tel FaTs AT 3% #Y “39AN” T & fov $o g&amE &

e Ahead of the ministerial meeting, Mr. Jaishankar met his Japanese counterpart and
held comprehensive discussions on infrastructure, investment and mobility.

FHA TAT Jooh @ gl AT STAANT o7 370 SATITAT HAFET H Helrerld 1 AR Fiaamd e,
farder 3R arfcrefierar 1 RAEqa T=t |

e “Our special, strategic and global partnership continues to deepen and diversify,”
said Mr. Jaishankar.

A STAAR o FgT, “BART AL, WrAifaw ik ARTF FEter semar el i fafger g
ST

e Ms. Wong echoed Mr. Rubio’s remarks and described the Indo-Pacific as the region
where the “future of the 21st century is being shaped”.

g&ﬁaﬁwﬁ&ﬁxﬁﬁ@rmﬁﬁwﬁaﬁgéﬁ-ﬂﬁlﬁﬁaﬁaﬁmmaﬁ“21a‘T
TS FT ST IMFR T @RI

o “Unfortunately, we meet in the backdrop of conflict and escalating competition,” said
Ms. Wong.
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e She said in such circumstances, it was necessary to harness Quad’s collective
strength for peace, stability and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific.

3egiel gl foh 37 TR e 7 ga1-Ufafthe &t 3 anfay, Reuwar ik a9gfr & fov #ars
& AfeF ATFT T ST AT ITARTF B |

o She also noted that the Quad partners mobilised quickly to help Myanmar after the
March earthquake.

3egiel T 3 Soole fonam fon AT 3 3T @ & d1g FAAR 7 Heg & v Fars Argieny &
st & e |

e Mr. Rubio mentioned that the Quad could “focus and build upon” the global supply
chain of critical minerals.

At ST F g1 o FaTs I “Ageaqut @fas F ARaw et s[Ear W eae Ha wn
3R 39 39 JeET TfRU)
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Drive on to identify persons
with multiple voter IDs: CEC

Person is entitled to vote only in constituency where he or she is ordinarily resident, he says at a

meeting with booth-level officers; special intensive revision of electoral rolls is under way in Bihar

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ith the special
Wintensive revi-
sion (SIR) of

electoral rolls under way in
Bihar, Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar
on Tuesday said that a per-
son was entitled to vote on-
ly in the Assembly consti-
tuency where he or she
was ordinarily resident
and not where that person
owned a house.

Government officials
have begun distributing
enumeration forms to all
registered voters in Bihar
from Saturday. The SIR ex-
ercise began on June 25
with the printing of the
forms and is scheduled to
end on September 30 with
the publication of the up-
dated voter rolls.

Multiple voter cards
Addressing a group of
booth-level officers here,

@

As per Representation
of the People Act, you
are entitled to vote only in the
constituency where you are
ordinarily resident. For example,
if you reside in Delhi but own
a house in Patna, your
vote should be registered
in Delhi, not in Patna

GYANESH KUMAR
Chief Election Commissioner

the CEC said one of the key
objectives of the drive is to
identify “many persons”
who have, knowingly or
unknowingly, managed to
retain multiple voter cards
of different constituencies.

“As per the Representa-
tion of the People Act, you
are entitled to vote only in
the Assembly constituency
where you are ordinarily
resident. For example, if
you ordinarily reside in
Delhi but own a house in
Patna, your vote should be

Opposition parties
have said that Bihar
exercise could
disenfranchise many
genuine voters

registered in Delhi, not in
Patna,” he said.

Senior Election Com-
mission (EC) officials point-
ed out that many persons
are residents of one place
and have got their voter
card from that location

while retaining their ear-
lier card before migration,
which was a criminal
offence.

Opposition criticism
Opposition parties,
though, have claimed that
the SIR exercise could dis-
enfranchise many genuine
voters of their right.

Bihar has a total of
7,89,69,844 electors out of
which the names of 4.96
crore are already present
on the electoral rolls when
the last SIR exercise was
carried out in 2003. These
electors have to verify by
filling the enumeration

forms and submitting
them.
The EC has said the revi-

sion exercise would be la-
ter expanded to other
States. The move assumes
significance in the wake of
a crackdown in various
States on illegal foreign mi-
grants, including from Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar.

Drive on to identify persons with multiple voter IDs: CEC
THITSF QT TS IW@ drel sqfFaAT Y 9g=re & forw rfAamT:
9 Em 9

With the special intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls under way in Bihar,

Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar on Tuesday said that a person was
entitled to vote only in the Assembly constituency where he or she was ordinarily
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resident and not where that person owned a house.

faER & farehy arger qardiator (SIR) & T AAGTAT Yl 1 F T 6T 1 HAGAR F T&T
AT HIYFA T FAR A FgT B F1$ oY safFa Faer s+t Rrenerwsm &= & FAaerT v
U § STEl a8 AT W9 § G war €, 7 B STel 3u AFe g

e Government officials have begun distributing enumeration forms to all registered voters
in Bihar from Saturday.

B 7 aferar & Tl Tolierd ATGTAT3iT T 0T Wit Ficst T 1 AIHRY T TAHIRET 1
Y& T T B

o The SIR exercise began on June 25 with the printing of the forms and is scheduled to
end on September 30 with the publication of the updated voter rolls.

7€ SIR AT 25 ST T BiaT T IS & ATY YE g3 3R 30 AT 1 e Aderan
T & yFTe & T GATCA gl &

o Addressing a group of booth-level officers, the CEC said one of the key objectives of
the drive is to identify “many persons” who have, knowingly or unknowingly,
managed to retain multiple voter cards of different constituencies.

T TR & HfUFRAT 1 FfT BT HTT AT TG o =gl fop 57 AT 1 v
YU 36T 3o “F§ SATFAAN” hY GgUTe el g, Toiogiol AeTqgia? AT 3etoral #, afdieer
fAaTae &Yt 7 v Aderar w18 AT W £

e “As per the Representation of the People Act, you are entitled to vote only in the
Assembly constituency where you are ordinarily resident. For example, if you ordinarily
reside in Delhi but own a house in Patna, your vote should be registered in Delhi, not in
Patna,” he said.

3oglel ohgl, “SIeT Ffafaiftred FTATATH & AR, 3T hael 3T [AUTHT 877 7 A &
qrs & 78T 37T 1A & & A F3a §1 368301 & fv, afg 3mg e & wa & afea
YT 3 31TUhT HhTA &, Al 39T dle fareelt & dofichet gl wifew, gear & w7gh|”

e Senior Election Commission (EC) officials pointed out that many persons are residents
of one place and have got their voter card from that location while retaining their earlier
card before migration, which is a criminal offence.

AT AT (EC) & aRsa 31T &f aara & 3 oler veh wuret & fovardt § ik agi @
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3Gt STAT HACTAT SIS TN § olfche] TUTATATOT § Tg FHT YT H18 Y 3r9aT Iy @, i
5 T 3= 3rarer B

o Opposition parties, though, have claimed that the SIR exercise could disenfranchise
many genuine voters of their right.

gTerteh fauaft gat o1 g § T T8 SIR UThaT #$ arEdfas A3t Y 3 AdITOHR
¥ IRT RN T

o Bihar has a total of 7,89,69,844 electors out of which the names of 4.96 crore are
already present on the electoral rolls when the last SIR exercise was carried out in 2003.

fER # el 7,89,69,844 AAETAT 8, T3 & 4.96 FNT AT & AT 2003 H el
SIR SfshaT & EIRTeT AcETdT T 7 enfHe g 9o &

o These electors have to verify by filling the enumeration forms and submitting them.

SoT FAGTAT3I T IOTAT BT AT 3R STAT Fleh YAl ATAPRY FATAT =T 81|

« The EC has said the revision exercise would be later expanded to other States.

TATE AT o g1 § fob Tg FRATEST TTohAT 31T AT 3+ Tt 7 oft fawaria & sreah|

e The move assumes significance in the wake of a crackdown in various States on illegal
foreign migrants, including from Bangladesh and Myanmar.

I FeH AR 3R FAAR Ted AR At & arder Rl yarf@at a3 oer W@ #1tars
o TeeT H HgeaquT HIT S T &
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NDA MPs walk out of House
committee meeting over
summoning Medha Patkar

iGS Paper II: Parliamentary ~
ommittee
IrC iFrmIeur prurcaw === === ="

NEW DELHI

A meeting of the Parlia-
mentary Standing Commit-
tee on Rural Development
was abruptly ended on
Tuesday owing to “lack of
quorum” after BJP MPs
walked out objecting to
summoning activist Medha
Patkar to appear before it.

The MPs were meeting
officials from the Rural De-
velopment, Environment,
Forest and Climate
Change, and Tribal Affairs
Ministries, along with 10
experts from civil society,
including actor Prakash
Raj.

The committee, headed
by Congress leader Sapta-
giri Ulaka, is reviewing the
implementation of the
Right to Fair Compensa-
tion and Transparency in
Land Acquisition, Rehabili-
tation and Resettlement

Act, 2013. The protests be-
gan soon after Mr. Ulaka
read out the list of witness-
es.

The NDA MPs described
the activist, who led the
Narmada Bachao Andolan
in Gujarat and elsewhere,
as “anti-national and anti-
development”, and said
she should not be allowed
to present her views.

A ruling party MP,
sources said, even asked
whether the panel would
next be calling the Pakistan
Prime Minister. There were
eight MPs from the NDA
and seven from the Oppo-
sition. When Mr. Ulaka and
other Opposition members
were of the view that the
meeting should be conti-
nued, and the witnesses
present heard.

At this point, the NDA
MPs staged a walkout.
Even as the remaining
members were deliberat-

ing on what to do next, the
Speaker’s office sent a mes-
sage that since the panel
did not have a quorum, the
meeting should be ended.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Mr. Ulaka said due proce-
dure was followed and the
list of witnesses was circu-
lated in advance to all the
members. If they had ob-
jections, they should have
raised it before the meet.
The Speaker’s office too
was informed about the
witnesses as part of the
usual procedure. “It is un-
fortunate that NDA mem-
bers did not want to even
listen to them. The stand-
ing committee reports are
not binding on the govern-
ment. And neither can the
chairman force a report.
The standing committees
provide a platform to hear
everyone. Stalling such in-
teractions can be grievous
to democracy,” he said.

activist Medha Patkar to appear before it.

AT AT X U HT TARN AIATT Y v do& AITTR F “SRA T FH F FROT
IATAF FATCA HT &Y TS ST HTSTIT WIHGT o FAhal AT ITEHT Y FATT ST I ITafay
mgﬂﬁ#aﬁmmﬁml

NDA MPs
walk out of
House
committee
meeting over
summoning
Medha
Patkar

HET qreah Y
gaT ST W
TASIT HIHET o
Tadg afafa
Ok Lok )
greR3m3e fHar

A meeting of the
Parliamentary
Standing
Committee on
Rural
Development was
abruptly ended
on Tuesday
owing to “lack of
quorum” after
BJP MPs walked
out objecting to
summoning
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e The MPs were meeting officials from the Rural Development, Environment, Forest
and Climate Change, and Tribal Affairs Ministries, along with 10 experts from civil
society, including actor Prakash Raj.

qiwe mAoT T, gatavor, a9 3R Srerary aRade aUT ST ATat F Farerat &
TR & T ATRE FATS & 10 A=Y, TSt AT anrer et o enfAer ¥, &
[CERGU]

e The committee, headed by Congress leader Saptagiri Ulaka, is reviewing the
implementation of the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013.

T AT TeA IR 3EHT hl IETETAT arell AT $fr rftrargor, qoata 3R gaeytoe &
3T 3mae AR IR T F1 AfwR R, 2013 & Freags S qHeT w @ L

o The protests began soon after Mr. Ulaka read out the list of witnesses.

S 81 A SoenT o ATt Y FaT TeeT YE i, Faver g gy ar|

o The NDA MPs described the activist, who led the Narmada Bachao Andolan, as “anti-
national and anti-development’, and said she should not be allowed to present her
views.

TS HIHGT o AT T HGIAT FT SJcd T ATe FrIhr FH “Te-fEAet v
faerra-Re R e 3R e T 306 310e e T o1 arepafer aidh & st =g

e Aruling party MP, sources said, even asked whether the panel would next be calling the
Pakistan Prime Minister.

AT & TR, VARG ol & Teh WG o1 Te! deh YO fob AT 37Tell IR FIATT wrfereare &
THTAHAY T FATTaN?

o There were eight MPs from the NDA and seven from the Opposition. When Mr.
Ulaka and other Opposition members were of the view that the meeting should be
continued, and the witnesses present heard.

oo H TS & 316 AR faver & @1 g Alslg A1 519 36T 3R 3w faueh geeg a8
gt & fob daeh SIRY ¢ 3R 3UTEU I1argh 1 Foir S |

e At this point, the NDA MPs staged a walkout.
S THY UASIT WiHET  ATh3m3e 1 G|
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e Even as the remaining members were deliberating on what to do next, the Speaker’s
office sent a message that since the panel did not have a quorum, the meeting should
be ended.

S & AT TEET 3T FiT WA W TR T @ o, AIFHAT IeTeT F1ATaT O T2l 3T
fo wfafa 7 #re 7481 8, sufav do= waTed S S|

e Speaking to The Hindu, Mr. Ulaka said due procedure was followed and the list of
witnesses was circulated in advance to all the members.

& &g & 1 I U Y Ieaht =¥ gl o Fafares afoham ohr arefe o aram o AR araret
T G GEEAt P TEer &1 #eT & 915 o

o If they had objections, they should have raised it before the meet.

Ife ot @t 3mafer ot df 38 do& ¥ gga 35T @1feU T

e The Speaker’s office too was informed about the witnesses as part of the usual
procedure.

AR F IR F ANFEHT 3reTeT HraTerd i off AITAT uforar & Tgd FAhRY & 715 oY

o “lItis unfortunate that NDA members did not want to even listen to them.

“Ig gHTTAYOT § o TSI WeFd 3o¢ Yot ot gt wred

o The standing committee reports are not binding on the government.

TR fAfaT Fr RUE TR & AT aregsry 787 g

¢ And neither can the chairman force a report.

3R 7 € 3regeT Rl RO &t aig wehar B

e The standing committees provide a platform to hear everyone.

TR AfATT T3 Y Gotet T AT TET I §

e Stalling such interactions can be grievous to democracy,” he said.

3egiot e foh 38 ALg T ST Y Aehedl AlFaa & fAT MR THFAETEEF 8 Hehell B
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n the complex interplay of great power
politics in South Asia, the triangular
relationship between the United States,
India and Pakistan reveals a story. It is one
about enduring strategic necessity as much as it is
about the contest of political ideologies, national
interests and historical legacies.

United States President Donald Trump’s recent
lunch with Pakistan’s Army Chief, Field Marshal
Asim Munir — a deliberate overture laden with
both symbolism and nostalgia — resurrects the
ghosts of Cold War realpolitik. Mr. Trump’s
repeated claims, despite India’s persistent
denials, of having brokered a ceasefire between
India and Pakistan, using trade as a lever,
alongwith his high-profile interaction with the
Pakistan Army chief at the White House signals an
American eagerness to revert to a diplomacy of
shortcuts.

The Trump administration’s transactional view
of diplomacy, privileging deals over doctrines,
has led to a turnaround in U.S.-Pakistan relations,
casting a dark shadow over the delicate trust
meticulously built through decades of U.S.-India
counterterrorism cooperation as well as strategic
convergence on China — a feat often regarded as
one of the most creditable episodes of American
diplomacy after the end of the Cold War.

America’s pronounced shift

Mr. Trump's previous tenure as President was
marked by an unusually blunt censure of
Pakistan’s notorious double-game of a
Machiavellian policy of cooperating with western
countries in counterterrorism, while
simultaneously supporting terror outfits that
serve its regional interests. This stance had struck
a chord with New Delhi’s unyielding approach
toward terrorism, buttressing an already
blooming ‘natural partnership’ with Washington.
Yet, in the Trump administration’s second tenure,
a perceptible pivot has taken shape.

Very early on, the Trump White House
reopened channels of security assistance to
Pakistan, notably authorising $397 million to
sustain Islamabad’s F-16 fleet - ostensibly for
counter-terrorism purposes. Public
acknowledgments from top American military
officials, terming Pakistan as a “phenomenal
partner” together with Mr. Trump’s own gestures
of gratitude toward Pakistan’s cooperation in
counter-terror operations, reveal an
unmistakable recalibration that privileges
immediate strategic utility and transactional gains
over previously cultivated long-term vision of
bilateral relationship. By lauding Pakistan’s
knowledge of Iran as “better than most”, Mr.
Trump has hinted at something far more
combustible — that Pakistan’s military could
become a potential asset in navigating the volatile
theatre of Iran-Israel conflict.

This American shift has naturally caused
concern in New Delhi as it could prove a serious
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impediment to India’s aspirations for a principled
partnership with the Trump-led White House.
The U.S., the self-styled custodian of a liberal
international order that India has also sought to
embrace, now appears to treat Pakistan not as a
terror-permissive and nuclear-armed outcaste
state, but as a strategic interlocutor deserving
engagement. The recalibration is supported by
multiple factors: economic incentives, personal
rapport with Pakistan’s military leadership, and
America’s continuing desire to retain leverage in
Afghanistan, and the broader region surrounding
China. For Pakistan, it represents a critical
opportunity to retrieve lost diplomatic space and
rehabilitate its tainted global image, though
domestic political currents inject ambiguity into
Islamabad’s willingness to fully embrace
cooperation with Washington.

India’s doctrinal departure

Against this backdrop, the events of late April and
early May have concretised the volatility inherent
in South Asia’s security architecture. The
devastating terror attack in Pahalgam unleashed a
decisive Indian military response. India’s
‘Operation Sindoor’ marked a doctrinal
departure from the long-standing policy of
strategic restraint. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s declaration of a “new normal” has
signalled a readiness to transcend previous
thresholds, blending kinetic military retaliation
with diplomatic campaign with the intent of
isolating Pakistan globally and imposing
accountability on the state apparatus that enables
terrorist groups aligned against India. Mr. Modi’s
depiction of the ceasefire as a mere pause
highlights India’s broader aim to alter the calculus
of Pakistan’s hostility, even as Beijing’s close ties
with Islamabad and adversarial posture toward
New Delhi amplify apprehensions of a two-front
confrontation.

On the other hand, Pakistan has intensified its
dual-track strategy that seeks to combine military
posturing with diplomatic engagement with the
U.S. with the aim of reviving international
attention on the Kashmir issue. The
unprecedented promotion of Asim Munir to the
rank of field marshal also marks a consolidation
of military primacy in Pakistan’s national security
framework. This entrenchment of a “hard state”
doctrine, characterised by centralised military
authority which remains fanatically resistant to
civilian oversight, underscores Rawalpindi’s
determination to project unbending strength
amid multiple internal and external pressures.

Simultaneously, Pakistan is attempting to
capitalise on its geopolitical location and
diplomatic slyness to maintain its indispensability
in America’s current strategic calculations.
Islamabad’s outreach to Washington, which is
reflected in trade negotiations, concessions over
rare earth minerals, and innovative economic
partnerships entwined with American business

A triangular dynamic in South Asia’s power politics

interests, suggests a cunning charm offensive to
sustain international attention and economic
lifelines. It is a strategy that perhaps recognises its
own limitations in raw military power and
economic scale but leverages the geographic
centrality and personal diplomacy to maintain
geopolitical relevance.

The U.S.’s role in this volatile equation is
characterised by a deliberate ambivalence that
reflects the complexity of its competing priorities.
‘Washington today seems to have become
preoccupied to the point of obsession with tariff
and trade, implying that India’s role in the
Indo-Pacific attracts proportionately less
attention than in the past, even though the Quad
Foreign Ministers held their meeting in
Washington on July 1.

New Delhi’s persistent rejection of any
third-party mediation in Kashmir underscores its
determination to keep its core security issues
tightly within its own sovereign domain. On the
contrary, a Beijing-aligned Pakistan is desperate
to embrace American engagement, perceiving it
as a means to keep Kashmir from fading into
diplomatic obscurity and to counterbalance
India’s manoeuvring space. However, any
American effort to “hyphenate” New Delhi and
Islamabad would run counter to India’s vision of
itself as a rising global power, while undermining
bipartisan consensus to deepen ties with the U.S.

‘What drives Pakistan’s relevance

Pakistan's continued relevance in American
foreign policy seems to be driven by immutable
facts of geography as well as carefully honed craft
of personal diplomacy, giving its military
leadership an inflated sense of purpose and
power. Situated at the crossroads of South Asia,
Central and West Asia, and bordering Iran,
Afghanistan and China, there are certain quarters
in Washington prone to the view that Pakistan is
an indispensable linchpin to America’s regional
strategy, particularly in Afghanistan and Tran
where its logistical and intelligence roles are still
critical. This geographic leverage likely magnifies
Pakistan’s diplomatic voice in Washington,
reinforcing a perception in Rawalpindi that it
could help Pakistan counter India’s superior
economic and demographic credentials. Personal
rapport in diplomatic corridors often translates
into material and political support, ensuring
Pakistan’s endurance as a contradictory, yet
“phenomenal” partner.

As enduring strategic sympathy for India
becomes hostage to the shifting sands of
personality-driven politics in the U.S., and the
‘friend’ in the U.S.-Pakistan frenemy dynamic
gaining the upper hand, a geopolitically
conscious Washington must walk a delicate
tightrope. Each party seeks to instrumentalise the
U.S. to its own ends, while American policy
oscillates between idealism, realism and
transactionalism.

A triangular dynamic in South Asia’s power politics

cfaror ofr &y gar Uefa # v P afaefiear

e In the complex interplay of great power politics in South Asia, the triangular relationship

between the United States, India and Pakistan reveals a story.
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gfaror ufder & AgrafFadt it TorEifa 7, GgFd U AR, R 3R wifrEae &
dra H Aol gaul & Th Sl JrHT AT B

e ltis one about enduring strategic necessity, as much as it is about the contest of
political ideologies, national interests and historical legacies.

g Felell TR IorEfas smaeasarat, Taeifas farurmst fr gy, b
&, 3k dfaefRe Rwat & sk # g
¢ United States President Donald Trump’s recent lunch with Pakistan’s Army Chief,

Field Marshal Asim Munir, was a deliberate overture laden with symbolism and
nostalgia, resurrecting Cold War realpolitik.

TIFT T AN & wsgufar Seres S grel & & wifede & qa1 9@ Bes
ATt RAA HAR & @y forgm o o=, weltet 3R quiel Irel & T v SArAgER
S T Fwew ur, O ot gy aurd Ui & gesiitaa fahar|

e Mr. Trump’s claims of having brokered a ceasefire between India and Pakistan,
despite India’s denials, and using trade as leverage, shows short-cut diplomacy.

A ¢9 AT AR AR TfFEaT & diT FEdfw Fe & aal 3R R # R
& T HA IUART R T 919, b 9RT 30 WINST T ¢, Ig AT § & ag
WféHe Fedifa H ag@ar ¢ 7§

o His interaction with the Pakistan Army Chief at the White House signals America’s
eagerness to return to transactional diplomacy.

g1SC B3 A IIfhEdrel VAT 9@ ¥ €9 Y HaThrd 7ARST Hi de-aer 3menia
Fealfar 7 Tl T Segarar gl g

e The Trump administration’s deal-first approach has led to a reversal in U.S.-Pakistan
ties, casting a shadow over U.S.-India counterterrorism cooperation and strategic
convergence on China.

g gy &1 Hidarelt wrafAwar o srARNE-nfFeas @9ut & goe far & Sad
IANFT-HRA rcrare et TEAer 3N A F Agd W welfas Aq W a=ATUs o=
gl

America’s Pronounced Shift

HARFT 6T Tose AT A I€a9T

e Mr. Trump’s first tenure was marked by sharp criticism of Pakistan’s double-game
— cooperating with the West while backing terrorists.

Y & Ygel FHIARIA H UIfhTdd & GlgY W — IiRge & A1 AT HR dshartear
Hr TAST — FrHE AT g AT

e This aligned with India’s tougﬁ stand on terrorism and boosted the ‘natural
partnership’ between India and the U.S.
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IE ATdHhdlE T AR & F3 3@ & 1Y A TIAT AT 3R T8 ART-3ANFT
"IIpfaF AR’ S g fAer |

e However, in his second term, a reorientation is visible.
glefifeh, €0 & GEX FEFIA H T s Gamease &9 @ Gw @ 8

e The U.S. has reopened security assistance to Pakistan, including $397 million for its
F-16 fleet, under the guise of counter-terrorism.

3ART o Tifehearel & T JRam FEadr 6 & e &, F0H aHF-1693 &
T $397 fAfage enfdier €, g off amrasrarg R vt & @ W

e American military officials have called Pakistan a “phenomenal partner”, and Trump
praised its counter-terror role and knowledge of Iran, suggesting its use in Iran-Israel
tensions.

AR Vo TR o et 1“3y ASieR” Fal 8, 3 <0 o 38%
Tadarg Veft FEA IR KT & AT Hr IO ¥ §, 59d Goha Bear & &
TIRAEATST P -39S Je1d 3 SEAATST R ST AeheTl

« This shift has alarmed New Delhi, as it threatens India’s principled partnership with
the U.S.

g Jeord 7% Redt & fov Riaees &, Fifs I8 dRa-3aARE § Aguifas aganr
® TR H 3Tl ol gl

o The U.S. now appears to engage Pakistan as a strategic interlocutor, not as a terror-
harboring pariah state.

ARG 319 NfFTa # T WHAAS FadR & T F Q@ T@T g, o 5 Th Jdd
TAdF fgsFa weF T A

e The recalibration is driven by economic incentives, personal ties with Pakistan’s
military, and America’s aim to retain influence in Afghanistan and near China.

HPIMfATa d Hid F FAT IHET 60 @S A AR Agcapien I IRT gl

e For Pakistan, this is a chance to reclaim diplomatic ground and repair its global
image, though domestic politics may hinder full cooperation with Washington.

qTfehEdTel o ot I8 IeA® ST & T & g1l e 3R 3rgelt dRaw afa
FURA & T ¢, ETeliich e, ISl ATRITC & A YOT HGAT H qTUT S Hehell
gl

India’s Doctrinal Departure

aRa F1 fgurara aRade

o Against this backdrop, the events of late April and early May have concretised the
volatility inherent in South Asia’s security architecture.

58 gssofA A, adter & 3 3R AF iy eI Hr Tt o gffvor wflem i geam
T A Jiafifea sffuar & o w0 R &
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The devastating terror attack in Pahalgam unleashed a decisive Indian military
response.

T # A 3madhT g S AR $r 3N A Auis d=w ufafdrar = s=F
el

India’s ‘Operation Sindoor’ marked a doctrinal departure from the long-standing
policy of strategic restraint.

AR 1 3T gy, e waw & e HAifa & v Rguiaera agema
el &l

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s declaration of a “new normal” signals a readiness to
transcend previous thresholds.

TUTTAA g AN GaRT N “o AfeAer” qF i AAHT 1 e iy Teaar i
CHICINY

This approach blends military retaliation with diplomatic campaigning aimed at
isolating Pakistan globally and imposing accountability.

Ig Nfa A= gfaenes & Toa@F INIE & a1y B afeedas # 39  TaX
T HAN-YAT FlaT 3R FAaraee) et Hr HifAer gl

Mr. Modi’s depiction of the ceasefire as a mere pause highlights India’s broader aim
to alter Pakistan’s hostile calculus.

A AT CaRT TR F Fad F RA S T F T B, NiFEEdT
IFATYOT TUTAT T Scelal hT SR Y SATIH HAT Y =TT |

Meanwhile, Beijing’s closeness with Islamabad and hostility towards New Delhi
raises fears of a two-front confrontation.

gH o, difSier At sEemHTErg ¥ fAwear 3N A feeh F afar agan, @ At @@
THUT I 37TAST FH Torar Bl

Pakistan’s Dual Strategy and Military Consolidation
aifEdrer # Al WEhfar 3 d-r gediaor

Pakistan has intensified its dual-track strategy, mixing military posturing with
diplomatic engagement with the U.S.

gifredrel & 319a e T & A9 har &, foras ag dva veele S 3aRaT &
Y TAAAS HAG & 1T SIS T g

The promotion of Asim Munir to the rank of field marshal indicates military primacy
in Pakistan’s national security framework.

AT FAR F Bres AT & ®7 F GSlestia ST, TIfearT T TSET FIaT L=
# ¥ gdEa Y g2 g

This shows Rawalpindi’s commitment to a “hard state” doctrine, with centralised
military authority that resists civilian oversight.
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FI HUATAr & 3R ARIRE =T F1 @A Far g

Simultaneously, Pakistan is leveraging its geopolitical location and diplomatic
cunning to maintain strategic relevance in U.S. calculations.

T &1, grfhedre 39e dlanfas Rufa 3k to«aRe g & Jread 3 3A@ARE
TOEAF T3t 7 39l YRR AT IATT T@ dr HIFAA FT @ &l

This is reflected in trade negotiations, rare earth concessions, and economic
partnerships aligned with American business interests.

Ig SR a1t gersr @faat F Raral, 3K 3mR$ R Rat @ 2 s
el 7 fg@ar gl

Pakistan acknowledges its limited military and economic power, but uses
geographic centrality and personal diplomacy to stay geopolitically relevant.

qiferEdrel 3 @ifAa A= 3 3w afda  ggaEar ¢, Afa ag st
FhIar 3R AT FeAfa F ACTHA J RIS Aged ST IGAT AT B

U.S. Role and India’s Sovereign Stand

IARFT A AT AR R A wwey ufa

The U.S.’s role is marked by deliberate ambivalence, reflecting conflicting global
priorities.

IARET & qAFT A T AR A TS IJFTSEAT 8, S IR e et AR
T fAFaTt F gl 5l

Washington’s obsession with tariff and trade means India’s Indo-Pacific role
receives less attention now.

RE 3R AR A dFT aRereT A qFaar & FROT ARG F - sfFw
39 FA TrafAear e W ¢

This is evident even though the Quad Foreign Ministers met in Washington on July
1

%W%,mﬁ1§aﬁﬁmﬁﬁerﬁﬁﬁﬁmaﬂﬁm#§§2ﬁl

New Delhi firmly rejects any third-party mediation in Kashmir, maintaining it as a
sovereign internal issue.

a¢ faeeht frelt oft A war A Feawyar F goar ¥ @RS F ¢, AR FeAR A
@ @@ wwe IR HalF AwTar A= B

In contrast, a Beijing-aligned Pakistan is eager for American involvement, to prevent
Kashmir from diplomatic neglect.

sa A, fifSr @ 3 winears w1 3ARET geasia Hr 37 §, A1fes e
FHesifas 98T I Th|
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e Any American attempt to “hyphenate” India and Pakistan would challenge India’s
global power vision and bipartisan consensus in Washington.

AR &1 #R 3R afereanT #t ve & e # dee F1 99 SR F dffaw
AfFa a1t & gfeeaior 3R arfieres 7 gfageir wgafa I FASIR HT|

What Drives Pakistan’s Relevance

ifFEarT #r yrEfEar & Far 9Ra Far §

o Pakistan’s continued relevance in American foreign policy is driven by immutable
facts of geography and a carefully honed craft of personal diplomacy.

AR Fr fAger Aifa F wiFeas i FnarR yEfwar w1 SR § stnfas Farh
LT 3R T ¥ A fAd F@fFdera geahifa fr wa

e This gives Pakistan’s military leadership an inflated sense of purpose and power.
SHY UIiHEde A A7 Acfed HI 3gaed IR afFd Hir 7 g§ smaen e 7

o Situated at the crossroads of South Asia, Central and West Asia, and bordering
Iran, Afghanistan, and China, Pakistan enjoys geographic leverage.

Sfaror ofdran, e ofdr 3t e o F ol ) Ry, 3R &e, sSreanfaeare
IR AT A AT ¥ WA F FRoT gifreard o dtfas amr areg g1

e Certain quarters in Washington see Pakistan as an indispensable linchpin in
America’s regional strategy, especially in Afghanistan and Iran.

aIReTEA & F© I Tiehediel ol FARFT $iY ar Weifa # wF I w3 A
g, Tt panfaede 3R &= F|

o Pakistan’s logistical and intelligence roles are still critical, which amplifies its
diplomatic voice in Washington.

aiferEare $r difaiees AR girar sfaed 3l off Ageayyt §, S aifteres & 3@t
Feedlfae AT F A et

e This reinforces a perception in Rawalpindi that it could counter India’s superior
economic and demographic credentials.

SO TaAfiE 7 Ig UROT ASd 8l ¢ [ g Ra 1 A i+ 3ikx
SARITEThT FFUfd F1 FHEer FX GeheTl B

e Personal rapport in diplomatic circles often leads to material and political support,
sustaining Pakistan as a contradictory yet “phenomenal” partner.

Tl gefehl H SATFATT HaeT e ARTE AR Torehfas Fader 7 geel od ¢,
forad wfrearer e fatems et R st “3rg3 e VISR 9 &
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Shifting Dynamics and U.S. Strategy

Fgad afaefierar iR 3ARE Fir wEfa
o Strategic sympathy for India becomes hostage to personality-driven politics in the
U.S.
ara & fav wefas weepf, smfer 1 safFaca-gue Terefa 6 quF 5 S
gl
e The ‘friend’ in the U.S.-Pakistan frenemy dynamic appears to be gaining the upper
hand.

IARFT-IfFEae Ba-gae dau d @ &1 gaT g @iar iew @ 8
o A geopolitically conscious Washington must walk a delicate tightrope amid these
shifting equations.

T HUATd T & FAT ARNIEHA I 3T ol THFON & ST HeleT Y AGgH

T W T 93 T@T B
e Each party — India and Pakistan — tries to instrumentalise the U.S. for its own
strategic ends.

R 3R TfFEaE, a1t € gt wrEifas araf@wanEt & v @l &1 393
AT AT &1

e Meanwhile, American policy oscillates between idealism, realism, and
transactionalism.

Y alreT, IARPY A aneeiare, urdare 3t Aa-3a7 A AT F S saHICA T
gl
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Reserved faculty posts are still vacant and out of reach

GS Paper II: Social Justice

enshrined in the Constitution, mandates

equitable representation to marginalised
communities in public institutions. Reservation
policies for Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled
Tribes (STs), Other Backward Classes (OBCs), and
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) aim to
address historical inequalities with a quota of
15%, 7.5%, 27%, and 10% of posts, respectively.
Yet, central universities and premier institutions
such as the Indian Institutes of Technology, the
Indian Institutes of Management and the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences consistently fail to
fill reserved faculty positions, shifting the focus to
this constitutional mandate. Importantly, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led political
dispensation has often promised to abide by the
agenda of social justice to make India’s
institutions more inclusive and democratic. In
this case, what are the systemic barriers that
prevent these institutions from enabling inclusive
representation?

l ndia’s commitment to social justice,

A persistent gap

In data presented by Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan in the Lok Sabha in April
2021, there were significant vacancies in reserved
faculty posts across 45 central universities: 2,389
for SCs, 1,199 for STs, and 4,251 for OBCs. More
recent reports suggest that while some progress
has been made with a special drive for
recruitment in certain universities (Jawaharlal
Nehru University and University of Delhi), the gap
persists. A University Grants Commission (UGC)
report (2023) indicated that nearly 30% of
reserved teaching posts in central universities
remain unfilled, particularly at senior levels such
as associate professor and professor.

This shortfall is in contrast to other public
sectors (railways and banks), where reserved
posts at the lower levels (Group C and D) are
often filled. However, senior positions of power
and privileges are still out of reach for
marginalised social groups. In academia too, the
senior positions (vice chancellors, directors,
principals and professors) have been dominated
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Central
universities and
premier
institutions must
align their
recruitment
practices with
the goal of
social justice

by unreserved categories, highlighting a
structural disparity in higher education.

Systemic barriers

Several factors contribute to the non-fulfilment of
reserved faculty posts. First, central universities
and institutes of national importance operate
with significant autonomy, sometimes insulating
them from governmental oversight. While the
UGC mandates adherence to reservation policies,
enforcement varies. Vice-Chancellors and
selection committees, often drawn from
dominant social groups, show a lack of urgency
or accountability to prioritise the social justice
agenda.

Second, the UGC’s shift in 2018 to the “13-point
roster system” for faculty recruitment has been
contentious. Unlike the earlier 200-point system,
which treated the entire institution as a unit for
calculating reservations, the new system
considers individual departments as units. In
smaller departments with limited posts (for
example, six faculty positions), only one post
may be reserved for OBCs, and none for STs until
14 posts are created. This has significantly
reduced the number of reserved positions,
particularly for STs, prompting legal challenges
and protests.

Third, allegations of bias in the selection
process persist. Qualified candidates from
marginalised communities often face rejection
under vague criteria such as “candidate not
found suitable”. Such practices can discourage
talented academics from SC, ST, and OBC
backgrounds from pursuing university careers,
perpetuating a cycle of exclusion. A study by the
Ambedkar University Faculty Association in 2022
highlighted that over 60% of reserved post
vacancies in central universities were attributed
to such discretionary rejections.

Finally, institutional practices sometimes
undermine fairness. Reports of biased
appointments influenced by political affiliations
or ideological alignment raise concerns about
transparency. Though successive governments,
both Congress and BJP, have championed social

justice, the gap between policy rhetoric and
implementation remains wide.

Addressing the challenge

Filling reserved faculty posts requires a
multi-pronged approach. First, stricter
enforcement of UGC guidelines is essential,
supplementing the values of social justice.
Regular audits and public reporting of reservation
compliance could hold institutions accountable.
Second, revisiting the 13-point roster system to
ensure that it aligns with constitutional mandates
is critical. Hearings by the Supreme Court of
India, that are ongoing on this issue, may provide
clarity.

Third, universities must address biases in
recruitment by enabling diversity in selection
committees and standardising evaluation criteria.
Training programmes to sensitise academic
leaders to social justice principles could foster
inclusivity. Finally, it requires proactive outreach
and political enforcement. Social justice should
not remain a mere political slogan. The ruling
class must ensure its effective implementation in
every institution.

The persistent vacancy of reserved faculty
posts undermines India’s vision of an inclusive
education system. Universities are not merely
centres of learning but also spaces for social
transformation. Ensuring equitable
representation in faculty positions is not just a
legal obligation but also a moral imperative to
reflect India’s diverse society.

As the National Education Policy 2020
emphasises multidisciplinary and inclusive
education, central universities must align their
recruitment practices with the goals of ensuring
more faculty members from the marginalised
social groups. Only concerted action that
combines substantive policy reform, greater
institutional accountability towards social justice
and political vision of the ruling class to make
public institutions more inclusive can bridge the
gap between the social justice mandate and the
current hesitation of the academic institutions
towards it.

Reserved faculty posts are still vacant and out of reach

IR hahed) ug 3t st R 3R quewrer €

¢ India’s commitment to social justice, enshrined in the Constitution, mandates
equitable representation to marginalised communities in public institutions.

HRa gl A & vfa ufdegyan, S @fous # fAfga ¢, adafas aeamst #

ETRIT U T& 1T FHGHIT 1 FATT gfafaflrea S o1 Hcr 8|

o Reservation policies for SCs (15%), STs (7.5%), OBCs (27%), and EWS (10%) aim to
address historical inequalities.

SC (15%), ST (7.5%), OBC (27%), 3{R EWS (10%) & forw 3metor shfaar efagias
ITEATAATHT T GT e T 3T Tl & |
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Yet, central universities and premier institutions like lITs, lIMs, and AIIMS
consistently fail to fill reserved faculty positions, raising questions about the
constitutional mandate.

5T 8, ITs, IMs 3R AlIMS S e freafagzrera 3k v d¥ume oeTar amfara
Faed! gal F ot F Rvver 5 §, fowd gdenfas wramer ) ware @3 g 2|

The BJP-led government has promised to uphold social justice, making institutions
inclusive and democratic.

HISTIT- AT aTell AIHR o WA =19 &1 TATC 1@ R TEATAT b7 gaaraedt sitw
ARAITAF Follel ol dTeT T & |

A Persistent Gap
TFH Held el

As per data shared by Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan in April 2021,
there were 2,389 SC, 1,199 ST, and 4,251 OBC faculty vacancies across 45 central
universities.

38T 2021 F Frr frawr Fal oo TeTer CaRT e 3HTehsi o 3R, 45 FERT
fareafagareral # SC & 2,389, ST & 1,199, 3iK OBC & 4,251 thehodl g Nert U

While some progress has been made via special recruitment drives in universities
like JNU and Delhi University, the gap remains.

JINU 3iR fereelt Reafaezrera St wrewm=ii & fae srcff sifdame & aeas @ go wafa ge
&, oifeheT 37 1T g3 &

A UGC report (2023) revealed that nearly 30% of reserved teaching posts in central
universities are still unfilled, especially at senior levels like associate professor and
professor.

T& UGC Rl (2023) & 378K, i Rreafaererat 3 oerster 30% R fRafor ug
319 oft Rara €, [Awe waifRTe Sihar 3t WdaR S aiiss &Rl W

This shortfall is in contrast to sectors like railways and banks, where lower-level
reserved posts (Group C and D) are generally filled.

Ig AT Yo I FhT S &35 & forest T & A& 9alt (9 C 3R D) 1 a3l & fradia
g, 5781 3 e ImHAER o oY S §

Senior positions of power (vice chancellors, directors, principals, professors) in
academia are still dominated by unreserved categories, exposing structural
disparity.

37hTe T8k &1 & Ferafd, fagers, yrard ik Wb S aliss gal oX 319 off srariara et
FT I ¢, ST TIAATCHE FHATAT I 3R AT &

Systemic Barriers

YT T aTey
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o Several factors contribute to the non-fulfiliment of reserved faculty posts.
&% HRUT HRFATT hered qal #Y qfet 7 19 ¥ Aereret Hid &

o First, central universities and institutes of national importance operate with
significant autonomy, sometimes insulating them from governmental oversight.

T, Farr freafigaray 3R Uedr Agea & FEUTS AgAYLT FAREET & 6 H H 8,
S Fef-arelY 3¢ AXHRY IR @ 37T T 2 &

« While the UGC mandates adherence to reservation policies, enforcement varies.
STafh UGC 3RaTor Aifaat &1 arerer 31fAars Fiar §, e yadsr & Beerar giar 21

¢ Vice-Chancellors and selection committees, often drawn from dominant social
groups, show a lack of urgency or accountability to prioritise the social justice
agenda.

Ferafa 3R Taer afAfAT, S 3rrat gemaeel ANt wepel @ Il §, I S %

TSI T WATASAT &et # efivar 3R STareed i FA @l 81
e Second, the UGC'’s shift in 2018 to the “13-point roster system” for faculty
recruitment has been contentious.

GERT, 2018 H UGC g@nT “13-aTge Aee RAFesH” &l 9a1111 farereys @ 8|
e Unlike the earlier 200-point system, which treated the entire institution as a unit, the
new system considers individual departments as units.

Ugel S 200-9T5€ YOITe, fores! QT HEAT Tah SHIS ATAT STl T, & fIodi, 1€ worrelt
SgfFderd fasIme oY TS AT B

+ In smaller departments with limited posts (e.g., six faculty positions), only one post
may be reserved for OBCs, and none for STs until 14 posts are created.

B o 7 (518 T 6 hared 9g) Siael T 9 OBC & AT IRAT &8l Ihar & 3 ST &

faT F1$ A I dIF fF 14 Ug T 7€ AT

e This has significantly reduced reserved positions, especially for STs, prompting
legal challenges and protests.

SEd AR gal T T 7 7l i IS B, Ay & @ ST F fAw, orwss wora gt
et 3R faer @ 3o g

o Third, allegations of bias in the selection process persist.
TR, =T TfRAT H TRTIT & HRIT AR 94 §U &

o Qualified candidates from marginalised communities are often rejected under
vague criteria like “candidate not found suitable”.

BTRIT T T@ 7T FAGTAT { T qTer N SFAGART T 37T "IIIF A1 THT I SI)
3REYE AlCS! TR HEF T T ST & |

e Such practices discourage talented academics from SC, ST, and OBC backgrounds,
perpetuating a cycle of exclusion.

T gUTC SC, ST 3T OBC Jsa3{fa & 31Tet arer wfarsmamedt fRranfaal # gaieafea s &

3R afgsHR A v TArRh gfmar = e 2 B

o A 2022 study by the Ambedkar University Faculty Association highlighted that over
60% of reserved post vacancies were due to such discretionary rejections.
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2022 ¥ 39z faeafagaTery baed! TaIfATee & Ush 3reade o 2T f 60% & 3rfrs
IR vg RiFaar 08 ©dfees srediaor & o7 o

o Finally, institutional practices sometimes undermine fairness.
3, GEYRTA TUTV F3f1-FH3 71 Y FAAR I Sl 8 |

o Reports of biased appointments influenced by political affiliations or ideological
alignment raise concerns about transparency.

Tereiifas S[31a A1 daTRe gara § vt gararaqet fagfFaat #r Raé, arefiar ©
Tl 301 8 |

e Though successive governments, both Congress and BJP, have championed social
justice, the gap between policy rhetoric and implementation remains wide.

T FTAw A 7T, el THRT 7 T #arr Ft gade fear g, o Afa 3k
e & da i @1é 319 ol el T gS

Addressing the Challenge
aAlcll T FATETA FIAT

o Filling reserved faculty posts requires a multi-pronged approach.
HRRTT Sehed) gal 1 qfef & forw aguadra givemor S HTavTehdr &l

o First, stricter enforcement of UGC guidelines is essential, supplementing the values of
social justice.

T T, UGC fanfardeit &1 w318 @ ader 3aede §, St Wi «ar & Heal &t
A &Im|

e Regular audits and public reporting of reservation compliance could hold institutions
accountable.
HTRETOT JrfuTerel ol fAafara iif3e 3R wraarfas Rafér deumEt 1 sraraeg o g 1
e Second, revisiting the 13-point roster system to ensure it aligns with constitutional
mandates is critical.

GET, TE AT ¢ foh 13-4ige Wrex RAeea AT G: e 1 Se arfes T waenfas
qraUTel & 377 &l

e Hearings by the Supreme Court of India, that are ongoing on this issue, may provide
clarity.
50 a9 W 9N & wafod ~arTe # oo WY gaAarsdt, 38 T Fasedl YeTd H{ Hehell o |
e Third, universities must address biases in recruitment by enabling diversity in
selection committees and standardising evaluation criteria.

e, fareafaeareral &1 et F TaTaTa 1 6T e & fv ager afafaat F RAfawar ik
HeATHeT HTeTh! & ATAHIFIOT 1 3T ARV

o Training programmes to sensitise academic leaders to social justice principles could
foster inclusivity.
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Farfores At F wrfore = F Rguiat & vfay @dgerelier sa= & fow gilraor
FIIHH TATIAA T 961dT & Fohdl ¢ |

e Finally, it requires proactive outreach and political enforcement.
37dd:, 38 ToIT FFT STa0® 3R TS Yade 1 3T gl

e Social justice should not remain a mere political slogan.
AT A1 Hdol Teh TAaiiae ART 3T el g1 1 T|

e The ruling class must ensure its effective implementation in every institution.
A ot Y gT HEUTT H SHHT T Frateaaer GiAfRad e wiigvl

o The persistent vacancy of reserved faculty posts undermines India’s vision of an
inclusive education system.

IRTETT thehedY val i Famar RiFa, s it garaed Rrat gomelt 1 gffe i Harsik
ERG Y

+ Universities are not merely centres of learning but also spaces for social
transformation.

freafaeares oo daa & g ¢ 8, afesh graTas aRada & v off §

e Ensuring equitable representation in faculty positions is not just a legal obligation but
also a moral imperative to reflect India’s diverse society.

thehedl vel # FaTe wfafaftea giafad w3, sao Fiefe Fceq gl dfosh dRd
Rfaer aenfee a=ear w1 ufafefad Fa & OT v Afas smaegswar o &1

e As the National Education Policy 2020 emphasises multidisciplinary and inclusive
education, central universities must align their recruitment practices accordingly.

St fop i Rvar sAifer 2020 7 wg-faw AR TR R8T X 5o e &, el
faeafaererat s 3= fagfara afhamait ST g8 IHTET Tor=1r =BT

e Only concerted action combining substantive policy reform, greater institutional
accountability, and a political vision to make institutions more inclusive can bridge
the gap between the social justice mandate and current academic hesitation.

harel AT GUR, FEUTTT STaraeet, 3R TATaf FFUTE 1 Tereifash gite 1 fFemaT
fonam IRT g YA &1 Ao A F gautfae fader ik adwTe srwefAE
fraframe & @i 6 @rd i are FHar B
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Pakistan assumes presidency of
the UN Security Council for July

«GS Paper I: |
B NSNS )
Pakistan assumed the Presidency of the UN Security Council for the
month of July with a “sense of purpose, humility and conviction” to
promote respect of law and multilateralism. The presidency of the
Council is part of Pakistan's two-year term as a non-permanent

member of the UNSC, which began in January 2025. PTI

Pakistan assumes
presidency of the UN
Security Council for July

Serg & faT gifrears o
HYF IS JI&T IRwE
ITETRTAT HeTeN!

o Pakistan assumed the
Presidency of the UN Security
Council for the month of July with
a “sense of purpose, humility and
conviction” to promote respect of
law and multilateralism.

qIRFET @ TS 7 & fow
HYFT TS Y& IREE hY Ireatdr
“3eged $Y s, fsraan 3w
farare” & @ e 3R sgTeTaTg
& TFATA Y q1aT & & TAT T3

e The presidency of the Council is part of Pakistan's two-year term as a non-
permanent member of the UNSC, which began in January 2025.

aRwg #T 3reaetar TifehEdisl & &Y ATel & A I GEHT 8, S a6 WIFa TS Fat
9Rug (UNSC) # Toh IR-Furll H&&T & &9 7 SIAadt 2025 & AT W@ 8
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Pak. militants storm police station, set fire to banks,
killing a boy

Pak. militants storm

police station, set fire
to banks, lqlhng a boy

Assomated Press
QUETTA

Dozens of militants armed
with guns and rockets
stormed a police station
and set fire to two banks in
restive southwestern Pakis-
tan on Tuesday, killing a
boy and wounding nine
others before fleeing, offi-
cials said.

The boy died when the
attackers fired on civilians
indiscriminately = during
the attacks in Mastung, a
district in Balochistan pro-
vince, a local government
administrator said. He said
some of the insurgents
were also killed in the
shootout with security
forces. A provincial official
said a security operation
had been launched to pur-
sue the assailants.

The boy died when
the attackers fired
on civilians
indiscriminately
during the attacks

No group immediately
claimed  responsibility,
though suspicion is likely
to fall on the outlawed Ba-
loch Liberation Army, or
BLA, which often targets
security forces and civi-
lians in Balochistan and el-
sewhere.

Balochistan has long
been the scene of a low-le-
vel insurgency by separa-
tist groups seeking inde-
pendence from the central
government. The province
is also home to militants
linked to the Pakistani Tali-
ban and the IS group.

T, 3qarfeal & g weereT
9 gH T fHaT, st & 3mer
IS, THh IS I gl

Dozens of militants armed with guns
and rockets stormed a police station
and set fire to two banks in restive
southwestern Pakistan on Tuesday,
killing a boy and wounding nine others
before fleeing, officials said.

IR F GREHA rena qrfredreT &
dqai 3 Adel § AW gotatl Iarear @
U YfAw T I g fFAm 3w & dat
Y I 90 &), THH v asd Hr AlT &t
¢ 3R &t 3= g @Y 1T, Rt A
gam|

« The boy died when the attackers fired on
civilians indiscriminately during the attacks
in Mastung, a district in Balochistan
province, a local government administrator
said.

T TR AR I
TAAEAT 9Tt & FET e H g0 gAell
NI JTaFaTEAT o T AR U LT
ey Y, @ @gF B At g1 TS|

e He said some of the insurgents were also killed in the shootout with security forces.

3¢t gl foh o Sararel 8l T Jell & Y HoNs A AR 77|
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e A provincial official said a security operation had been launched to pursue the
assailants.

Teh Wiy 3T & ST o gaveray s rom e & forv gt i g fohar aram g

+ No group immediately claimed responsibility, though suspicion is likely to fall on the
outlawed Baloch Liberation Army (BLA), which often targets security forces and

civilians in Balochistan and elsewhere.

farell 8t Hopg o deohrer ForeaterY s1dt oY, @fsher widg wiaefard aee foraver amet (BLA)
TR AT B, ST 1oAY Seffaearet AR 31 &7 # Y& qeil AR ARSI &1 e = 81

o Balochistan has long been the scene of a low-level insurgency by separatist groups
seeking independence from the central government.

TAfIEAT ofd GHT § &g TIFR Q TIATAT hT AT el dlel Ieramnadrar GHgt caNT Ty

ST & FH faar are A &1 F¢ W el

e The province is also home to militants linked to the Pakistani Taliban and the IS
group.

Ig vicT Tifrears arferare iR AEew g 4 s Mawaredr o a7e o &

Long-running border feud between Cambodia, Thailand flares up once again

BANGKOK

Thailand’s Constitutional
Court suspended Prime
Minister Paetongtarn Shi-
nawatra from office on
Tuesday pending an ethics
investigation over a leaked
phone call with a senior
Cambodian leader that fol-
lowed a border row that
erupted on May 28. The
leaked call has set off polit-
ical turmoil in Thailand as
Ms. Paetongtarn faces
growing dissatisfaction ov-
er her handling of the
conflict

The phone call between
Ms. Paetongtarn and Cam-
bodian Senate President
Hun Sen was reportedly
made on June 15 and was
leaked days after.

Mr. Hun Sen said on his
Facebook post that he re-

corded the conversation
and had shared it with at
least 80 people.

In the the two were
through a
translator discussing the
tensions at the border, and
about whether they should
lift restrictions imposed af-
ter the deadly clash.

Ms. Paetongtarn could
be heard addressing Hun
Sen as uncle. He is a long-
time friend of her father,
Thaksin Shinawatra, a pop-
ular but divisive former
Prime Minister. She urged
him not to listen to a Thai
regional army commander
who had publicly criticised
Cambodia about the bor-
der dispute, and called
him “an opponent.” She al-
50 told Mr. Hun Sen to let
her know what he wanted,
and she would try to man
age that.

Critics said she went too
far in appeasing Mr. Hun
Sen, and that what she
said, especially her com-
ments about the army
commander, damaged
Thailand’s interests and
image.

‘Negotiation tactics’

Ms. Paetongtarn has apolo-
gised but said she didn’t do
any damage to Thailand,
arguing that her comments
were a negotiating tactic.

The recent dispute was
triggered in May after
armed forces of Thailand
and Cambodia briefly fired
at each other in a relatively
small contested border
area that both countries
claim as their own.

Both sides have said
they acted in self-defence.
One Cambodian soldier
was killed.

Soaring tensions: Cambodian people queue to cross a closed
border checkpoint in Sa Kaeo province, Thailand. FILE PHOTO

While the countries said
afterwards they have
agreed to de-escalate the
situation, Cambodian and
Thai authorities continue
to implement or threaten
measures short of armed
force, keeping tensions
high.

Thailand has added
tight restrictions at its bor-

der with Cambodia that
stopped almost all cross-
ings in and out of Thailand
except for students, medi-
cal patients and others
with essential needs. Cam-
bodia has banned Thai mo-
vies and TV shows,
stopped the import of Thai
fruits and vegetables and
boycotted some of its

neighbour’s international
internet links and power
supply. It also stopped im-
porting fuel from Thailand.
Border disputes are
lon; nding is that
b used periodic ten-
sions between the two
neighbors. Thailand and
Cambodia share more than
800 km of land border.

Long-standing issues
‘The contesting claims stem
largely from a 1907 map
drawn under French colo-
nial rule that was used to
separate Cambodia from
Thailand.

Cambodia has been us-
ing the map as a reference
to claim territory, while
Thailand has argued the
‘map is inaccurate.

The most prominent
and violent conflicts broke
out around the 1,000-year-

old Preah Vihear temple.

In 1962, the Internation-
al Court of Justice awarded
ignty over the area
to Cambodia and that be-
came a major irritant in re-
lations. Cambodia went
back to the court in 2011,
following several clashes
between its army and Thai
forces which killed about
20 and displaced thou-
sands of people. The court
reaffirmed the ruling in
2013.

Similar to the Preah Vi-
hear area, Cambodia is
seeking a ruling again from
the ICJ over several disput-
ed areas, including where
the deadly clash hap-
pened. Thailand has said it
ept the jurisdic-
tion of the ICJ and that any
conflicting border claims
between the two should be
solved by the existing bilat-

eral mechanism, including
a joint committee which
was established in 2000 as
a technical means to dis-
cuss the survey and demar-
cation of the land border.

Cambodia nevertheless
said it has submitted the
case to the ICJ, and insisted
that it would no longer dis-
cuss these areas under the
two countries’ bilateral
mechanism.

Tensions have soared as
they engaged in a war of
words that appeared in-
tended to mollify national-
istic critics on both sides of
the border.

The ill feeling between
the two neighbors is not
just about overlapping bor-
der claims, but also deep-
seated cultural enmity that
has its roots from centuries
ago, when they were large
and competing empires.

Long-running border feud between Cambodia, Thailand
flares up once again
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HAISYT, ATSels & &I o FHAT A T 3T BT AT faag v aR)
fhT 915+ 3T

Thailand’s Constitutional Court suspended Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra from office on Tuesday pending an ethics investigation over a leaked
phone call with a senior Cambodian leader that followed a border row that
erupted on May 28.

grgels i wanfaF rerad A TurTHA=) deies RidamEr i 28 #E #) sr5& a1 [{aE F
aTe; FANTSATE AT F WY g§ BT Hiel & HROT HIAAN HI AT ATl @1 b et HT
feam

e The leaked call has set off political turmoil in Thailand as Ms. Paetongtarn faces
growing dissatisfaction over her handling of the conflict.

g i Fid YIS H Tl IYT-gU UeT T T & it A Yot I sq woy
& YaYe Bl T dgcll AT T TTHAT AT I3 8T 8

e The phone call between Ms. Paetongtarn and Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen
was reportedly made on June 15 and was leaked days after.

fAE deforest AR FafEans dae sTeaat g Qe & ST 15 ST T KA T H BT FIeT €5
o, 5t F& Rt a1 ot &Y a1 |

e Mr. Hun Sen said on his Facebook post that he recorded the conversation and had
shared it with at least 80 people.

AT & BT o 3791 BHGh GIFE H el [ Ioglet 3 ATerdIed Y Repis fham AR w7 § Fa
80 31T F wrer FrEAT fham|
e In the call, the two were heard talking through a translator discussing the tensions at

the border, and about whether they should lift restrictions imposed after the deadly
clash.

el H Sl T Ueh HeJalesh F ATCTH { ST FI GeAT 1T, THH  HWar o1 e AR
T STSY & I 91T 1T YAae el T I T 38 T

e Ms. Paetongtarn could be heard addressing Hun Sen as uncle. He is a longtime friend
of her father, Thaksin Shinawatra, a popular but divisive former Prime Minister.

fAE eiorest & el & goT el Y AT gl TS ThaT| T8 Ieieh AT anferaer Risrar,
it Ueh AR i afrer fessra Y g wurarssl 8, & W& AT 8

e She urged him not to listen to a Thai regional army commander who had publicly
criticised Cambodia about the border dispute, and called him “an opponent.”

Wﬁgﬂ@ﬂﬁmﬁm%ﬁwmmﬂwmﬁmﬂgﬁﬁmﬁm
arg 9T FEIf3ar Fr graafas smeaar v 2t 31 39 "R FEr

e She also told Mr. Hun Sen to let her know what he wanted, and she would try to
manage that.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page5 9

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

3ogiet AT §oF BT & TE #Y e foh I SATT 3o oFT TMRT, HR Tg 38 HHHIerer hr e
H4MN |

Critics said she went too far in appeasing Mr. Hun Sen, and that her comments about
the army commander damaged Thailand’s interests and image.

3TelTahl o e foh 3eglel A gof AT Y 3rfaRerer Ioe foham, 3R A1 FATE | 375 a1«
#u@%#%ﬁﬁtaﬁaﬁmﬁqﬁml

Ms. Paetongtarn has apologised but said she didn’t do any damage to Thailand,
arguing that her comments were a negotiating tactic.

mmﬁmm,mm%mmwmwww,m
3eAch ST aTdT 0T ST Zear I

The recent dispute was triggered in May after armed forces of Thailand and
Cambodia briefly fired at each other in a relatively small contested border area that
both countries claim as their own.

giferan Rare #1$ & 38 TAT YF g3 519 Uréels R FafEar H damsit A v g W
e gaTg | Ig T oler Rared AT &7 & S5 ST 27 39« Tard §

Both sides have said they acted in self-defence.
Il UaTt ¥ e foh 3egiel ATCATET A HIETS HI|
One Cambodian soldier was killed.

T HaArS I AR I4T)

While the countries said afterwards they have agreed to de-escalate the situation,
Cambodian and Thai authorities continue to implement or threaten measures short
of armed force, keeping tensions high.

gt g2l F a1 7 gl & 3ogier AT F T W AT TS &, dAfheT Faifzans ik
a7é TFI 31 o7t A7 9 A A & gEEl U T W R E W yAR T @ E, SIS
aaﬁam'g'an%l

Thailand-Cambodia Border Tensions and Historical Dispute

Thailand has added tight restrictions at its border with Cambodia that stopped almost
all crossings in and out of Thailand except for students, medical patients and others
with essential needs.

ATSols F FAIEAT & 1Y 39+l AT 9 FIY AT o= & &, 5T Fao ek, #d= 3
S TGN aTer 3T AN T BISHT STHT G TATATEY Ve &7 7S B

Cambodia has banned Thai movies and TV shows, stopped the import of Thai fruits
and vegetables and boycotted some of its neighbour’s international internet links
and power supply. It also stopped importing fuel from Thailand.
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HalSar o °1E et 3R A oY gv wfaaer oo 8, a1 wal 3T Wit &1 e |
&Y o ¢ 3R Urdels & FaWrsdT sewaie o i fasrel smqfed &t afgser frar 81 @y
& gréels ¥ Suer ImaTa o Ak e B

Border disputes are long-standing issues that have caused periodic tensions
between the two neighbors.

i faTe Toh T HeeT 8, S gl asi Gt & ST HAg-Had W dad 39 fhar
gl

Thailand and Cambodia share more than 800 km of land border.

UrSois 3R HaIfsar & e 800 freeter & srftrw sfdr Har gl

Long-standing Issues

oS WA & T AT @ ASE

The contesting claims stem largely from a 1907 map drawn under French colonial rule
that was used to separate Cambodia from Thailand.

faarfee arat 1 51S qEg &9 & 1907 & Tk Ay A &, 50 Wit sufadersrer & gkt
FHAIf3IT 3R ATSIT FI 37691 I & foIT JIR fomar arar &)

Cambodia has been using the map as a reference to claim territory, while Thailand has
argued the map is inaccurate.

HAITSAT 5T A HT YR FeATHT &1 DT GI1dT AT T g, S 1h ATsol8 FT gl & 1o Tg
TR el B

The most prominent and violent conflicts broke out around the 1,000-year-old Preah
Vihear temple.

T 937 IR s wed 1,000 a8 e ot RRAT AT 6 3o g3 o)

In 1962, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) awarded sovereignty over the area
to Cambodia and that became a major irritant in relations.

1962 #, HAWTSET FATATT (ICJ) 7 37 & HT AT FasaqT : W &, Sraq@ daedf
T 931 faarg 3cqe1 g 71|

Cambodia went back to the court in 2011, following several clashes between its army
and Thai forces which killed about 20 and displaced thousands of people.

HATSAT ¥ 2011 F BT A 31eToId T T fhAT, T 3T A1 31X AT BT & T FF =4
# I 20 AT AR 7T AR F&RI AT e g
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e The court reaffirmed the ruling in 2013.
37eTeld o 2013 & 39 faoky Y g

e Similar to the Preah Vihear area, Cambodia is seeking a ruling again from the ICJ over
several disputed areas, including where the deadly clash happened.

Uig fagaR 817 1 g, Fef3ar w8 fAarfed &=t o1 oo Y & ICJ & vt grgar g, T

&Tel Y g1 139 aTolT &1 87 anfAer &

o Thailand has said it doesn’t accept the jurisdiction of the ICJ and that any conflicting
border claims should be solved by the existing bilateral mechanism.

ATENT & gl & o 9 ICJ ¥ HAFR & F 78 #Arera, 3K 18 o o yare; wts@r
gfagei a9 & ATETHA J g R ST AR

e This includes a joint committee established in 2000 as a technical means to discuss
the survey and demarcation of the land border.

SEH 2000 #F afda v wgaa wiafa off anfirer §, 54 sy dvor hr wfaror it Wi
TAT & TOIU dhailehl HT & T H 1T fovar 2 am|

e Cambodia nevertheless said it has submitted the case to the ICJ, and insisted that it
would no longer discuss these areas under the two countries’ bilateral mechanism.

T ofY, SaITSAT = gt Toh 3= AT ICS F 9Fga F AT g, 3R g T s el W
gfusfia a9 & dga 991 78 F|

« Tensions have soared as they engaged in a war of words that appeared intended to
mollify nationalistic critics on both sides of the border.

alet gl o HAT 9T ASATEY HTATEHT Y AT FIA & [T el Y 591 & 61 g, faa
deTTg FTHY 9¢ AT &
o The ill feeling between the two neighbors is not just about overlapping border claims,

but also about deep-seated cultural enmity that has its roots from centuries ago,
when they were large and competing empires.

arett &It & Jier gewedt R W faarel &1 da 8T §, ST I7 T8 Aied o Qe & o
aRuT# g, foreeht 518 wfeal U 36 a4 § 5w 3 gt 93 3k wfaeaef amrew 2
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. Employment-Linked Incentive (ELI) Scheme

Announcement

VST -3THTRT Wcatg (ELI) J1STAT hr gy

. Digital India projects used technology to bridge gaps,

cut out middlemen: Modi
fforee sfear aRasemsit & aesiter &1 39ater =3 gt wers,
foaifeal & gerar: A&

. Navy inducts second indigenous stealth frigate in

record time

AT o RIS wo77 7 g Faeedt ¥éey frate anfaer e

. INS Tamal, last of foreign-built Navy ship,

commissioned

ITSTATH ade, el AaTor areh ifaw ataer O, s
# enfarer

. Artificial rain trial moved to August 30 due to monsoon

ATAHA & HROT FH AT TET THETOT 30 IHIEd T Tell

. Groundwater Crisis Deepens in Karnataka’s Hard Rock

Terrain

Fellca & HON TCC! 817 H #sTel Hehe MU 8

. Costly lapses

AEN I

Using Tech to Empower Women and Children

AR 3T T=a) S FAFd T F AT gl FT 3TIET

9.

Google Buying Out Some Employees
AT GART $ HAAIRAT 1 TG $Y gfshan
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10. Functioning of a Telephone Intercom in an Office Setting

SFAT A oI SeThTe T HIRAYOTTeT
11. Van Mahotsav — Festival of Trees
aef HglcHd — J&T 3cHd

12. Cabinet okays %1 lakh crore scheme to incentivise
private sector in R&D

Ff¥eie A e va fFwr (R&D) # fasit & #r Gicwifed F
¥ forw 21 ar@ FU3 Y At F AN &

13. Manufacturing rises to 14-month high on buoyant export
orders

foraTe ameeit # it & RfAHT 14 AL F STaaa T W IgdT
14. Indian 10-year bond yield to remain soft

HRART 10-q9T dies Aoz AIH @ hI THTIAT

15. India should lead innovation around 6G, aim for 10% of
global 6G patents

HA T 6G AATIR A Acfed FIT AT, 3R IRaF 6G ¥ee F1

10% & IGAT AT
16. U.K. lab promises a/c revolution sans pollution

7. F. Y g [T veuor & .. Hifa 1 aner H §

17. Rare earth magnet users jolted into paying premium
prices

gol®7 geall Avae sUANTFHATHT F RATw faa o F e Fan
AT AT
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Cabinet announces
incentive scheme to
generate more jobs

.........................

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday approved an Em-
ployment-Linked Incentive
(ELI) scheme with an allo-
cation of 399,446 crore to
support employment gen-
eration, primarily in the
manufacturing sector.

“Under the scheme,
while the first-time em-
ployees will get one
month’s wage [up to
%15,000], the employers
will be given incentives for
a period up to two years
for generating additional
employment, with extend-
ed benefits for another two
years for the manufactur-
ing sector,” Union Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Mi-
nister Ashwani Vaishnaw
told presspersons after the
Cabinet meeting.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said the ELI
Scheme would boost job
creation. “The focus on
manufacturing and incen-
tives for first-time em-
ployees will greatly benefit
our youth,” he said.

Labour Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya said the
scheme was aimed at pro-
viding jobs for 3.5 crore
youth. The government
said in a statement that the
ELI scheme was an-
nounced in the Union Bud-
get of 2024-25 as part of the
Prime Minister’s package
of five schemes to facilitate
employment, skilling, and
other opportunities for 4.1
crore youth with a total
budget outlay of 32 lakh
crore.

“With an outlay of
399,446 crore, the ELI
Scheme aims to incentivise
the creation of more than
3.5 crore jobs over two
years. Out of these, 1.92
crore beneficiaries will be
first-timers, entering the

Address
Email Id

Incentive boost

The ELI scheme will provide
incentives to employees as
well as employers to imprave
creation of job opportunities

® Around 1.92 crore
beneficiaries will he
firsttime employees

® Scheme offers one-month
wage up to 15,000 in

two instalments

® Benefits applicasle to jobs
created between August 1,
2025 and July 31, 2027

workforce. The benefits of
the scheme will be applica-
ble to jobs created bet-
ween August 1, 2025 and
July 31, 2027,” the release
said, adding employees
with salaries up to 1 lakh
would be eligible for the
scheme. “The government
will incentivise employers,
up to 33,000 per month,
for two years, for each ad-
ditional employee with
sustained employment for
at least six months. For the
manufacturing sector, in-
centives will be extended
to the third and fourth
years as well,” the release
added.

While the industries
have welcomed the an-
nouncement, trade unions
are looking at it with suspi-
cion. Tapan Sen, Centre of
Indian Trade Unions (CI-
TU) general secretary, said
the move was a deceptive
scheme for transferring
public funds to the em-
ployers’ class.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Employment-Linked Incentive (ELI) Scheme
Announcement

USR-S YicdTget (ELI) JST=r Y ghyor

The Union Cabinet on Tuesday approved an Employment-
Linked Incentive (ELI) scheme with an allocation of ¥99,446
crore to support employment generation, primarily in the
manufacturing sector.

AR P H1T ARFHST oF ASeR-3menRa deqmge (ELI)
it FY A &Y, foreas T 299,446 F13 #1 e fFar o @
T farery & & fraAfor &t F s orer # gode e 7%

e “Under the scheme, while the first-time employees will get one
month’s wage [up to ¥15,000], the employers will be given
incentives for up to two years for generating additional employment,
with extended benefits for another two years for the manufacturing
sector,” said Ashwini Vaishnaw.

“TISTEAT & g, Tgell IR FTH 9T @ AT FHARAT 1 T ATg HY Aol
[15,000 de] fAerel, STafer FraYerdnsit #r Y aut de Weamgs fear
STeaT, 3R AT 8 & [T Ig ot &Y auf a& 3k sorar srwe,”
37TGeAT ISUTT o gl

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi said the ELI Scheme would
boost job creation and the focus on manufacturing and incentives
for first-time employees would greatly benefit youth.

WA A AT o FgT o ELI ATt AeiaTR oot Y Fgrar &ait 3R
AT W IR T4T ggelt IR FH W W@ 1T FAARAT F edg d
JaT3it HY T37 AT fAm|

Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya said the scheme was aimed at providing jobs
for 3.5 crore youth.

A3 FA A ASTAAT A Fa1 3 38 VST 1 36827 3.5 FZ FATHT H AR &1 3|
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e The government said the ELI scheme was announced in the Union Budget 2024-25 as
part of the Prime Minister’s package of five schemes to facilitate employment,
skilling, and other opportunities for 4.1 crore youth with a total budget outlay of ¥2
lakh crore.

TSR o gl foh ELI DISTAT HT GIN0T 2024-25 F He1T doie H FHI 378 A, S G731 5
T VSTt & davet T TEEwT B, ForaeT 36337 4.1 FU3 Farsit &1 oI, Flerer 3R 377
HEHT YTl YT §, 3R 58 T T2 A1 FU3 &1 el Toic IMafed &

o “With an outlay of ¥99,446 crore, the ELI Scheme aims to incentivise the creation of
more than 3.5 crore jobs over two years.

“¥99,446 FUT & Toic & TTY, ELI ANSTT T 16T &Y a6t 7 3.5 F3 A O+ AleRal &
HoteT &l HceHTTeel el g

e Out of these, 1.92 crore beneficiaries will be first-timers, entering the workforce.

SoTaT T 1.92 F3 et 3 g1 St el IR FRiaer A enfAre gt

e The benefits of the scheme will be applicable to jobs created between August 1, 2025
and July 31, 2027.

ST FISTAT & o137 1 I 2025 / 31 FATE 2027 o e GIovc wAleh Rt o ey giet|

o« Employees with salaries up to ¥1 lakh would be eligible for the scheme.

1 o dF dd Ulel aTel FHAYRN 54 JToTeTT o 9T giaT|

e The government will incentivise employers up to ¥3,000 per month for two years for
each additional employee with sustained employment for at least six months.

WFR IAF AHfaRTFd FATR & AT, I F7 T FH B¢ Al dF dNaR FRIT @, &
a§t a« 23,000 9faATE d& WcHTE 3|

e For the manufacturing sector, incentives will be extended to the third and fourth
years as well.

fa#Tor 819 & forT Uicarg @ Y 3R =i a¥ I s S|

e While the industries have welcomed the announcement, trade unions are looking at it
with suspicion.

STET 3eA = S8 BT T FaI fRaT €, I8 AifAF Hareel o 33 §ag 1 gfve F qar &
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o Tapan Sen, Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU) general secretary, said the move
was a deceptive scheme for transferring public funds to the employers’ class.

9T VT, HRAT €3 IfAAaT & (CITU) F Fgrafaa, o gl o T8 sheA Adear aot :1
AT T FEATANR Fe Y Teh SeIqOT Jrorell o |

Digital India projects used
technology to bridge gaps,
cut out mlddlemen Modi

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Tuesday that
Digital India projects had
“used technology to elimi-
nate the gap between the
haves and the have-nots”,
instead of causing the digi-
tal divide to “deepen”.

“While decades were
spent doubting the ability
of Indians to use technolo-
gy, we changed this ap-
proach and trusted the
ability of Indians to use
technology,” he said in a
post on LinkedIn.

Mr. Modi made the post
on the occasion of the 10th
anniversary of the Digital
India programme.

“In 2014, Internet pene-
tration was limited, digital
literacy was low, and on-
line access to government
services was scarce,” Mr.
Modi said. “Many doubted
whether a country as vast
and diverse as India could
truly go digital. Today, that
question has been an-

!Q Many doubted whether a country as
vast and diverse as India could truly

go digital. Today, that question has
been answered not just in data

and dashboards, but in the lives
ﬂ(\—- % of 140 crore Indians. From how
' K - we govern, to how we learn,
' transact, and build, Digital
India is everywhere

NARENDRA MODI
Prime Minister

swered not just in data and
dashboards, but in the
lives of 140 crore Indians.
From how we govern, to
how we learn, transact,
and build, Digital India is
everywhere,” he said.
“Through Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT), over 344
lakh crore has been trans-
ferred directly to citizens,
cutting out middlemen
and saving ¥3.48 lakh crore
in leakages,” Mr. Modi said.
“Schemes like SVAMIT-
VA have issued 2.4 crore+
property cards and

mapped 6.47 lakh villages,
ending years of land-relat-
ed uncertainty,” the Prime
Minister added.

With digital public in-
frastructure (DPI) projects
such as Aadhaar, DigiLock-
er and FasTAG, the Prime
Minister said, India is
“moving from digital go-
vernance to global digital
leadership”. He was refer-
ring to initiatives such as
the Global DPI Repository,
managed by India for ac-
cess to countries in the
Global South.

Digital India projects used
technology to bridge
gaps, cut out middlemen:
Modi

e sfEar RS-t
dehelleh T ITANT I g
gers, faiferat #i gerar:

AT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said
on Tuesday that Digital India
projects had “used technology to
eliminate the gap between the
haves and the have-nots”, instead
of causing the digital divide to
“deepen”.

YT A%g AT o ATAAR Y gl
fr i3fSreer sf3ar aRAs=mE &
“EFATelToA] T TR Fd IR 3K
T F g i @1 Frae g, 7

& fRforea s F 31 g3 AR

o “While decades were spent doubting the ability of Indians to use technology, we
changed this approach and trusted the ability of Indians to use technology,” he said in
a post on LinkedIn.

“STeT 78 GUF dF AT Y qahelie STRNT FTe Y 87T I Ha§ T a4, 57 39
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A1 Y deoll 3 HRAAT Y dehsiehY &7HaT 93 09T fFa1,” 3081 LinkedIn T Teh OiFe &
el

e Mr. Modi made the post on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the Digital India
programme.

At A 7 g uiee Bfoed sfEar srdwa $ir 104t averre & 3aaw W) )

¢ “In 2014, Internet penetration was limited, digital literacy was low, and online
access to government services was scarce,” Mr. Modi said.

sﬁxna?rargr%“zo14ﬁg’aﬁzaﬁrq§a@nﬁaaﬁ,%ﬁwmmmaﬁ, 3R gAY
@msﬁaﬁra‘iaawaqg’irag?rwzﬁl”

e “Many doubted whether a country as vast and diverse as India could truly go digital.
Today, that question has been answered not just in data and dashboards, but in the
lives of 140 crore Indians.”

“&hg T o Heg ST i gae o371 31X fafder sia BfSee s govar & a1 71871 3T I8
HaTer 31eT AR Feradw & 7T, STeeh 140 FAT AR i Figaht & srare a7 g &1

* “From how we govern, to how we learn, transact, and build, Digital India is
everywhere,” he said.

‘A F& AT T &, F@ AT &, AT I §, AT I T—a7 sre B s
g,” 3ogiel el

e “Through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT), over ¥44 lakh crore has been transferred
directly to citizens, cutting out middlemen and saving ¥3.48 lakh crore in
leakages,” Mr. Modi said.

2 AT A Fgl [ “srRee afafhe Ta®T (DBT) & ATETH & T44 A1 IS F ATF dr
T A AR F A 1€ & Taw it Fr gerr 13r 39 23.48 9@ FAE fHr
e M aad ge ol

e “Schemes like SVAMITVA have issued 2.4 crore+ property cards and mapped 6.47
lakh villages, ending years of land-related uncertainty,” the Prime Minister added.

JTTHAT ¥ SieT o “Fa1fiiea Iier & dgd 2.4 F08 W 30+ duf w15 F Fo arw §
31N 6.47 TG MGl T AT §377 &, [0 s{fd Ferefy st by srfer Rererem wATed &1 15
%—Ill
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o With digital public infrastructure (DPI) projects such as Aadhaar, DigiLocker and
FasTAG, the Prime Minister said, India is “moving from digital governance to global
digital leadership”.

YR, fFiarer 3R wreder Su Bfoes adsfas sgaz=«r (DPI) IRISTAT3 & e,
TUTAHAT o1 Tl [ TR “Bfree amwer & 3w Bioew Aqea H1 3R a6 @I

o He was referring to initiatives such as the Global DPI Repository, managed by India for
access to countries in the Global South.

ag eltaer DPI Rutforedl 518 waral & a1d X @ &, T #Ra garr 3Ras gffyor & et &
forT 39ersy T AT B
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Navy inducts second
indigenous stealth
frigate in record time

Delivered in 37 months, INS Udaygiri represents a ‘quantum leap’ in the

Indian Navy’s in-house design capabilities, says the Defence Ministry

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

howcasing the coun-
s try’s growing mili-

tary manufacturing
capabilities and enhancing
its naval power, INS Uday-
giri — the second ship of
Project 17A’s stealth fri-
gates — was delivered to
the Indian Navy on Tues-
day, according to a Defence
Ministry statement.

The project is a succes-
sor of the Shivalik class fri-
gates of Project 17 (P-17)
that are now in active ser-
vice. Udaygiri is the second
among the seven Project
17A (P-17A) frigates under
construction at Mazagon
Dock Shipbuilders Ltd.
(MDSL) in Mumbai, and
Garden Reach Shipbuil-
ders and Engineers in
Kolkata.

These multi-mission fri-
gates are capable of operat-
ing in a ‘blue water’ envi-
ronment — referring to the
open ocean — dealing with
both conventional and
non-conventional threats
in the area of India’s mari-
time interests, the Ministry
said, adding that the re-
maining five ships will be

Udayagiri, the second ship of Project 17A stealth frigate, was
delivered to the Indian Navy on Tuesday. PTI

delivered progressively by
the end of 2026.

“Udaygiri has been deli-
vered to the Indian Navy in
arecord time of 37 months
from the date of launch-
ing,” the Ministry state-
ment said. “It is a modern
avatar of its predecessor,
the erstwhile INS Udaygiri,
which was a steam ship,
decommissioned on Au-
gust 24, 2007 after render-
ing 31 years of service to
the nation.”

‘Quantum leap’

P-17A ships have enhanced
stealth features and are fit-
ted with an advanced,

state-of-the-art ~ weapon
and sensor suite, a signifi-
cant upgrade from the P-17
class, the Ministry said.
“The ships represent a
quantum leap in the Indian
Navy’s in-house design
capabilities at the Warship
Design Bureau,” the state-
ment added.

The weapons suite com-
prises a supersonic sur-
face-to-surface missile sys-
tem, a medium-range
surface-to-air missile sys-
tem, a 76 mm gun, and a
combination of 30 mm and
12.7 mm rapid-fire close-in
weapon systems, accord-
ing to the Ministry.

HI9T a1, &7 HATT A g SATThRY &
e The project is a successor of the Shivalik class frigates of Project 17 (P-17) that are
now in active service.

g IRASTAT Watee 17 (P-17) 1 frarfae Aol ir fhdted i 3a0RERT &, S 39 afsha
qar A gl

Navy inducts second
indigenous stealth frigate
in record time

AT F Repls w7 7 g@ar
Faceft ey fhae anfae
T

Delivered in 37 months, INS
Udaygiri represents a ‘quantum
leap’ in the Indian Navy’s in-house
design capabilities, says the
Defence Ministry.

37 AT H FTC AT HTETATH
3R @ HRrT A= & Tagef
fEsiTse aTHa3it # "FaTCH A" FT
gfafa e frar &, & #araa o Fen

¢ Showecasing the country’s growing
military manufacturing capabilities
and enhancing its naval power, INS
Udaygiri — the second ship of Project
17A’s stealth frigates — was delivered
to the Indian Navy on Tuesday,
according to a Defence Ministry
statement.

221 1 gedr =7 fAATor araans 3
AR afea 1 g g, deiwe 17A
& ey fhale H@eT FT g@r STeT INS
3TN I FITAAR F HRANT AT FY

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page7O



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

o Udayagiri is the second among the seven Project 17A (P-17A) frigates under
construction at Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd. (MDSL) in Mumbai, and Garden
Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers in Kolkata.

3R, WSFe 17A (P-17A) & dgd §e1 8! W fheleq & q@ SieTel ¢, il Ha§ &
AT 31 Rafaesd fafAs (MDSL) 3R Fiaerar & s i Rufaesy vs shifaad
CaRT FATAT ST TET & |

e These multi-mission frigates are capable of operating in a ‘blue water’ environment
— referring to the open ocean — dealing with both conventional and non-
conventional threats in the area of India’s maritime interests, the Ministry said.

4 A -FArereT ey ‘s aTeT aTaTaRoT ITel ol TAw H R dhiel & HaTH &, 5 HRA &
A fal & &7 7 aRaRe 3R Irarafe S @t @ e dehd §, #rerT o Idrm|

e The remaining five ships will be delivered progressively by the end of 2026.
AV i FETAT I 2026 & 37 dF FHAGGY T & FiaT SIT0aT|

o “Udaygiri has been delivered to the Indian Navy in a record time of 37 months from
the date of launching,” the Ministry statement said.

HATORI & 3TN “3EAA T S8 T&IIUT T AW @ AT 37 7Rt 7 RelS g 7
R G r T fe=m ar=m)”

o “ltis a modern avatar of its predecessor, the erstwhile INS Udaygiri, which was a
steam ship, decommissioned on August 24, 2007 after rendering 31 years of service
to the nation.”

“UE et qadcit INS 3eAfAR 7 3myfae srgar g, S veh T faa o 31K 24 3erea
2007 Y 31 TSt Y [aT & §Te; HarFd FI & 15 A

‘Quantum leap’ in Naval Design

AT f3T8eT #/ "FareH ST

o P-17A ships have enhanced stealth features and are fitted with an advanced, state-
of-the-art weapon and sensor suite, a significant upgrade from the P-17 class, the
Ministry said.

FATET o g & P-17A FeTeil 7 3ot FEed Brad § 31N 3o amyfas gfRany silv ¥

Rvea @ S fhar T &, St P-17 Aol &1 Jofel & ve o351 GUR B

e “The ships represent a quantum leap in the Indian Navy’s in-house design
capabilities at the Warship Design Bureau,” the statement added.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page7 1

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

ST H HeT I o “F SgTeT AR AT hr Jeerara FBamser squr i Faaeh Bemsr

STHATHT H U FAICH AT HT Tdh ¢ 17

e The weapons suite comprises a supersonic surface-to-surface missile system, a
medium-range surface-to-air missile system, a 76 mm gun, and a combination of 30
mm and 12.7 mm rapid-fire close-in weapon systems, according to the Ministry.

HAT & 3TAR FRIR JoITell # T oA AH TAg & e W AR = arell fAamser
YOITelY, Teh FETH gt Y WeAg & a1 H AR Fa arell [AATS YoITelt, Teh 76 f=l &, 3
30 T T 12.7 TR Fr Fig-a1far arely FaAlT-3 9T TOTTRl T TIToTeT M ¢ |
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INS Tamal, last of
foreign-built Navy
Shlp commlssmned

The Hmdu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Indian Navy on Tues-
day commissioned INS Ta-
mal (F71), a multi-role
stealth, guided missile fri-
gate, at the Yantar Shi-
pyard in Kaliningrad,
Russia.

Tamal is the last foreign-
built major warship to be
inducted into the Indian
Navy, in line with the go-
vernment’s emphasis on
indigenisation under the
Aatmanirbhar Bharat and
Make in India initiatives.

The ship is eighth in the
series of Project 1135.6 (al-
so known as the Talwar
class) and the second of
the follow-on Tushil-class
frigates. All seven previous
ships of the class are part
of the Navy’s Western Fleet
under the Western Naval
Command.

The warship is com-
manded by Captain Srid-
har Tata, a specialist in
gunnery and missile
warfare.

Mikhaeil Babich, Depu-
ty Director-General of the
Federal Service for Military
Technical Cooperation of
the Russian Federation,
highlighted the long-stand-
ing maritime cooperation
between the two nations.

Vice-Admiral R. Swami-
nathan, Controller of War-
ship Production & Acquisi-

Indian Navy personnel during
the commissioning ceremaony
of Tamal. pTI

tion, noted that Tamal
symbolised the depth of In-
do-Russian defence part-
nership. “The Indo-Rus-
sian strategic partnership
has stood the test of time,
with Tamal being the 51st
ship produced under this
collaboration over the past
65 years,” he said.

Vice Admiral Sanjay Jas-
jit Singh, the chief guest at
the ceremony, said that the
commissioning of Tamal
marked a key milestone in
India’s maritime defence
capability and bilateral ties
with Russia.

Designed for blue-water
operations, Tamal is capa-
ble of engaging threats
across all four dimensions
of naval warfare — air, sur-
face, sub-surface, and elec-
tronic. It is equipped with
dual-role BrahMos super-
sonic  cruise missiles,
among other weapons.
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INS Tamal, last of foreign-built Navy
ship, commissioned

3msTeTeH aHe, el feator arel sifas
AT YT, FeATerT 7 enfAer

The Indian Navy on Tuesday commissioned INS
Tamal (F71), a multi-role stealth, guided missile
frigate, at the Yantar Shipyard in Kaliningrad,
Russia.

HITIAR Y AN AT A Ffafaaane, = F a7
RITATE 7 3mSvaTw aH (F71), T Hedl-Ud ey,
Msss AT fhdle +F wdTaa fHam

. Tamal is the last foreign-built major warship to
be inducted into the Indian Navy, in line with the
government’s emphasis on indigenisation under the
Aatmanirbhar Bharat and Make in India initiatives.

T HRAY ST 7 2MAel glet arerr fager # a1 3ifasr
YA JEUUIA ¢, ST AR T ATeATASR R 3R AF 31
s vl & dgd FaeAfiETor o SR & & 3w B

. The ship is eighth in the series of Project 1135.6
(also known as the Talwar class) and the second of the
follow-on Tushil-class frigates.

Ig 9id Wetee 1135.6 (18 derar & $7Y Shgl ST §)
G H 3T3ar AR JRA-Ferrd fhalew J g@u g

. All seven previous ships of the class are part of
the Navy’s Western Fleet under the Western Naval
Command.

=g Aol & ugo & Al 9 gRE#H ST FA & 3iaeTa

ST & aftest 93 o Rear g
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e The warship is commanded by Captain Sridhar Tata, a specialist in gunnery and
missile warfare.

58 el & At TR AR g Jeur ferws Seee sfeR erer & uw g

e Mikhaeil Babich, Deputy Director-General of the Federal Service for Military
Technical Cooperation of the Russian Federation, highlighted the long-standing
maritime cooperation between the two nations.

W F° FT AT T FgAer T a1 & SUARIACUF AWSer a1faa o gt a2 &
T repifere T WEAT 1 XG@iTohd o

¢ Vice-Admiral R. Swaminathan, Controller of Warship Production & Acquisition,
noted that Tamal symbolised the depth of Indo-Russian defence partnership.

AT fAATT v 3rfareer AT argw SR AR, FarHiArye A Fe i awer qRd-
T T&TT ATSAGRY Y IS FT I g

e« “The Indo-Russian strategic partnership has stood the test of time, with Tamal being
the 51st ship produced under this collaboration over the past 65 years,” he said.

3ogio Fgl, “HRA-T J0TATaF ATRAGRT AT T HAIET W T 3N §, 3R ad7eT 39
TR # R 65 auf & sar s1ar A g1

o Vice Admiral Sanjay Jasjit Singh, the chief guest at the ceremony, said that the
commissioning of Tamal marked a key milestone in India’s maritime defence
capability and bilateral ties with Russia.

HARIE & A& HTAfY arsw SfATer g Sasiid fig o gl o darer o1 halereT R &
TAAY TR &THaT 3R T & |y gfaqafiy waw’ 7 v Ageaqor suafey 3|

o Designed for blue-water operations, Tamal is capable of engaging threats across all
four dimensions of naval warfare — air, surface, sub-surface, and electronic.

Se-ATEX HTRAH & foIT FSHATS Toham I e, I geor & IRt &¥E — a1y, |ele, ol
ad 3R sAFeliae @al A AU & gt g1

e |tis equipped with dual-role BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles, among other
weapons.

T A 3YA-0 FEAH GUTAIAF Foof ARl TR 377 AR T AT &
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‘Artificial rain
trial moved to
August 30 due
to monsoon’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Delhi Environment Minis-
ter Manjinder Singh Sirsa
on Tuesday said that the
trial of the cloud seeding
project for artificial rain
has been postponed due to
the monsoon and will now
be conducted between Au-
gust 30 and September 10.

Addressing the media,
the Minister said that while
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) had
granted clearance for the
trial between July 4 and Ju-
ly 11, the India Meteorolog-
ical Department and the
Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology in Pune sug-
gested shifting the dates, as
monsoon cloud patterns
may not support optimal
cloud seeding.

The new dates were re-
portedly decided in con-
sultation with IIT-Kanpur.
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Artificial rain trial moved to August 30 due to
monsoon

ATAHA F HROT FIAA aoT qHeor 30 39Fd dh
L)

Delhi Environment Minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa on
Tuesday said that the trial of the cloud seeding project for
artificial rain has been postponed due to the monsoon and
will now be conducted between August 30 and September 10.

feeel & gatavor #:0t Hsfiey g RAvwT A Aorerar ) we1 & FR"
asT & fore Far3s €S aRatsEn &1 aderor A & Fror wafa
F foam arar @ 3 319 77 30 e § 10 Rydaw & e fam sream

. Addressing the media, the Minister said that while the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) had granted clearance for the trial
between July 4 and July 11, the India Meteorological Department
and the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology in Pune suggested
shifting the dates, as monsoon cloud patterns may not support optimal
cloud seeding.

ST T TN I GT FHA ¥ gl b greifeh AR FaArerar
He@GATET (DGCA) = TI&TOT & oI 4 FeIt$ & 11 FAT$ o ofrer bt FHodr
& oY, eifehet sty wtwar fsmmer 3iR qot Rya st sworsfeadiyr st
e e o Adr@l A agere S g A i ArTHE areel &
TITT FA133 WNfS9T & T 3ugerd w761 &1 Hehel |

. The new dates were reportedly decided in consultation with IIT-
Kanpur.

TS TN HTad: ATEIMEE-FTAGR ¥ WAL & 16 7 T TS|
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Groundwater crisis deepens in
Karnataka’s hard rock terrain

In the Upper Arkavathy watershed, farmers drill borewells into the granite bedrock, creating microfractures that fast-track rainwater deep underground. As a result, instead of
recharging shallow aquifers, water bypasses them entirely, disrupting local hydrology, weakening long-term water retention, and causing the water table to drop every year

Neelanjana R:

tretching across much of

peninsular India, the Deccan

Plateau hides a silent,

subterranean struggle. Beneath
its sun-baked soil lie ancient, fractured
layers of basalt and granite — hard rock
aquifers that dominate the region’s
groundwater story.

In Karnataka, this rocky reality is
nearly absolute: about 99% of the State
relies on these stubbornly unyielding
formations for its water needs. With
limited porosity and a dependence on
narrow fractures and weathered pockets
to store and move water, these geological
formations offer far less than they
promise, unlike the generous flow of
sedimentary aquifers.

In a new study, researchers from the
Water, Environment, Land and
Livelihoods (WELL) Labs in Chennai
examined Aralumallige and
Doddathumakuru gram panchayats in the
Upper Arkavathy watershed near
Bengaluru, revealing a sharp decline in
groundwater levels driven by intensive
agricultural practices.

These areas supply vegetables, exotic
crops, and flowers to Bengaluru, banking
on water-intensive farming. While
monsoon rains offer seasonal relief,
farmers depend on deep borewells for
the rest of the year. Borewells drilled into
granite bedrock alter the subsurface
geology, creating microfractures that
fast-track rainwater deep underground.
As aresult, instead of recharging shallow
aquifers, water bypasses them entirely,
disrupting the local hydrology and
weakening long-term water retention.

Every year, the water table continues
to drop. According to the study,
published recently in PLoS Water, the
average depth of gram panchayat
drinking water borewells dramatically
increased from 183 m during 2001-2011 to
321 m in 2011-2021. Thus almost 55% of all
wells drilled in the Aralumallige
sub-watershed have failed, with a
staggering 70% of drinking water wells
failing within a decade of their
construction, primarily due to falling
water tables.

The study also highlighted water
quality issues. While nitrate levels in
drinking water were often higher than
the prescribed norm of 50 mg/l, people
didn’t abandon their wells. Interviews
with gram panchayat officials revealed
that only two of the 79 abandoned
borewells were shut due to elevated
fluoride concentrations.

The findings collectively suggest
groundwater quality issues, while
acknowledged, aren’t the primary drivers
of borewell abandonment. Instead, the
overwhelming cause is the chronic and

Trekkers explore the Kunagalu Betta with the Arkavathy river flowing to one side, in Ram

anagara district about 50 k from Bengaluru. Researchers recently

conducted studies in Aralumallige and Doddathumakuru gram panchayats in the Upper Arkavathy watershed. MURALI KUMAR K./THE HINDU

severe depletion of the water table.

Mounting challenges

Electricity is free for farmers, but gram
panchayats are grappling with a mounting
economic crisis. The frequent drilling of
deep borewells, which require powerful
pumps, has pushed them into steep
electrical debt. Revenue collection can’t
cover the ballooning annual power bills,
directly affecting the ability of panchayats
to maintain rural water infrastructure.
Funds meant for development projects
are being redirected to cover utility costs,
stalling local progress. Meanwhile, the
State government has begun pressuring
panchayats to pay outstanding taxes
despite their financial strain.

Borewell drilling costs are borne by
individuals. For small farmers, this means
investing ¥4-5 lakh in a single borewell,
with no guarantee of success. Many end
up leasing their land and migrating to
urban areas for a stable income. Labour,
pump installation, and infrastructure
expenses have hit the rural economy
hard.

Despite widespread awareness of water
scarcity, there have been few efforts to
educate farmers on the consequences of
water-intensive cropping. The region’s
terrain limits greywater reuse and youth
migrating away further disrupts sustainable
practices.

‘While Karnataka banned eucalyptus
farming due to the species’ high-water use,
its long-term impact on groundwater
persists.

‘The new study also pointed to a broader
concern: despite wi d d

Pancha;

yats are grappling with an
i ha

you change the farming technique of

t

economic . BOTE nat
require powerful pumps have
ushed them into electrical debt.

Revenue collection cannot cover
power bills, affecting the ability

Funds for developmet ing
redirected to cover utility costs

it difficult to predict borewell failures or
estimate the true costs faced by drinking
water authorities.

The researchers have argued that poor
water resource management is the biggest
threat to sustained rural drinking water
access in India. While global “water,
sanitation, and hygiene” initiatives focus on
technical and financial infrastructure, they
often overlook the foundational problem:

, no amount of recharging
will change the state of the groundwater”
in Aralumallige, Doddathumakuru, and
other rural parts of the Deccan Plateau.
He also recommended that gram
panchayats begin compensating farmers
for using less electricity and extracting
less water, encouraging more sustainable
practices while reducing rising electricity
bills.

“If such an initiative isn’t taken,” he
warned, “within 3-4 years there will be no
groundwater left to drink or use.”

Until the 1970s, Bengaluru depended
on tanks and reservoirs to replenish
groundwater. But with the advent of
borewells, which operate on shorter
timescales, traditional systems were
abandoned. In Aralumallige, the local
lake, once a key recharge reservoir, has
now been encroached upon, its soil dug
up, its green cover denuded. Before

neglected resource

Efforts in motion
In the study, the researchers used data
from the Sujala Project, a key
groundwater recharge initiative by the
Karnataka government, to trace depletion
trends. They also referenced the Jal
Jeevan Mission, India’s flagship
programme for universal piped water
access, which has funded new
infrastructure and replaced failed
borewells. While the study wasn’t directly
critical of these programmes, it argued
that long-term success hinges on

ing the root crisis:
and the financial strain it

overexploitation, there is very little
quantitative evidence on the risks to water
sustainability at the local level. This makes

imposes on local governance.
As Lakshmikantha N.R., one of the
study’s authors, put it: “Until and unless

1Is, the lake’s disct channels
helped recharge surrounding areas. In
2022, despite heavy rainfall, the lake
remained dry.

The findings paint a sobering picture:
without urgent shifts in agricultural
practices and stronger local governance,
groundwater in the Deccan Plateau may
slip beyond recovery. According to the
researchers, sustainable farming,
recharge infrastructure, and policy
incentives must work in tandem and not
as afterthoughts. The study rec d:
better policies and technologies to help
rural farmers and governing bodies use
their resources without inviting a crisis.

(Neelanjana Rai is a freelance journalist
who writes about indigenous community,
environment, science and health.
neelanjanal89@gmail.com)

THE GIST

Kamataka’s groundwater is
based mostly in hard rock
aquifers. About 99% of the
State relies on the Deccan
Plateau’s unyielding
formations for water. With
limited porosity, these
geological formations offer far
less than they promise, unlike
sedimentary aquifers

v

Researchers who studied
Aralumallige and
Doddathumakuru panchayats
in the Upper Arkavathy
watershed found that the
average depth of drinking
water borewells increased
from 183 m to 321 m. Almost
55% of all wells have failed,
with 70% failing within a
decade

v

Researchers found that poor
management is the biggest
threat to drinking water
access. The root issues are
depletion and the financial
strain on local bodies. They
warn that unless farmers are
compensated to use less
water, within 3-4 years there
will be no groundwater left

Groundwater Crisis Deepens in Karnataka’s Hard Rock

Terrain

Fellch & HON TCC! 817 H #sTel Hehe MU 8

e Inthe Upper Arkavathy watershed, farmers drill borewells into the granite bedrock,

creating microfractures that fast-track rainwater deep underground.

FU{ IrPTAC STAAFOT A H [haf=T AT TEeTal & aRAT Il ¢, ST FaH TN

(microfractures) SeTcll § ST ST STt &l S A IS ek Tg T &l &
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e As aresult, instead of recharging shallow aquifers, water bypasses them entirely,
disrupting local hydrology.

S8 TRUTHETET, 3Ye AT HT TN of Gl ST 3ot T NG AAIHGIS L 1!
Tl ST &, T8 T SteT-ash (hydrology) T8TTTad giaT £

¢ This weakens long-term water retention and causes the water table to drop every
year.

ST rTolle STel HIETUT 81T FAANR g1l & 3R g IV STl Fa¥ PRar e g1

Stretching across much of peninsular India, the Deccan Plateau hides a silent,
subterranean struggle.

YT TR & JHTRhIeT e e 3 thell gardhet T TBR Teh HioT, AT Toy it f3aTe gv
gl

e Beneath its sun-baked soil lie ancient, fractured layers of basalt and granite — hard
rock aquifers that dominate the region’s groundwater story.
Sah! 4qq F qud AT & o duTee 3R Iemse H e, GQIRT AT WA § — S sH A
T sl FEret A wAw RS TvaTeh §

o In Karnataka, this rocky reality is nearly absolute: about 99% of the State relies on these
stubbornly unyielding formations for its water needs.
FeATed H Ig TN ATEATAHAT TITHIT UT §: I o T 99% ey Y 1eh Tl
So6l FOR AeT FTTATH R A |

+ With limited porosity and a dependence on narrow fractures and weathered pockets
to store and move water, these geological formations offer far less than they promise.

AT TRIFIET 3R STel HEROT T FaTg o forw Fhrot aIRT 7 STelt g€ St I faeikar &
RT3 SIS FIGATE FITaAT Wl &, 389 §g A & &

e Unlike the generous flow of sedimentary aquifers, these hard rock aquifers are less
productive.

IHEATEN T3yl T IGR FTATURT & AR, I FIR T ST A STorerdl 81t & |

e In a new study, researchers from WELL Labs in Chennai examined Aralumallige and
Doddathumakuru gram panchayats in the Upper Arkavathy watershed near
Bengaluru.

Teh =10 3TETTH H Aeerg FY WELL Ae & M1 o SaTefe oh U SO Jrehracit
AT 81 & ITHeAN IR SGSTYAFT AT YAl T 3EATA foha |

e The study revealed a sharp decline in groundwater levels driven by intensive
agricultural practices.

HEFYST H AT 91T T 8T HTY geufaat & HROT o7 T’ 7 At PRmEae 31ms B

e These areas supply vegetables, exotic crops, and flowers to Bengaluru, relying
heavily on water-intensive farming.

4 &1 derere Y wieorat, P vud R For e FI 8, S TeA-3TgeT Wl W 3R
forei €1
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« While monsoon rains offer seasonal relief, farmers depend on deep borewells for the
rest of the year.

Stafer AT i a97 & FAae T [Aorch §, A ¥ forare ey aRdew W R Ed 8

o Borewells drilled into granite bedrock alter the subsurface geology, creating
microfractures that fast-track rainwater deep underground.

IeITsE T H T 7T ST e I I 96l & & 3N FaH AN I 8, S aw
STel Y MGITE A AT el &

e As aresult, instead of recharging shallow aquifers, water bypasses them, disrupting
local hydrology and weakening long-term water retention.

$8% TRUTHEEET, Y STeTS[cl HT JeT#0T o Gleh STel oo GLFaTR X &l 8, fored
T STeT-a5h 11T 8T & 3R &reTeller e @IATT FASIK &I o

o Every year, the water table continues to drop.
& ay, STl T FAar & e srar §1

e According to the study (published in PLoS Water), the average depth of drinking
water borewells increased from 183 m (2001-2011) to 321 m (2011-2021).

3T (Sl PLOS Water # JehITRIA €31) & 3@, IS SRdeH FY 3T TS 183
#H¥eT (2001-2011) T So 321 HeT (2011-2021) & 15|

e Almost 55% of all wells drilled in the Aralumallige sub-watershed have failed.
IXAHERANN IT-TAAET 81 F T oI 55% FT HAEB &1 I o |

o A staggering 70% of drinking water wells failed within a decade of construction, mainly
due to falling water tables.

STl SRATH H A T 70% Teh G2l o IR & rWhel &1 377, AT AR e T

& HROT|
e The study also highlighted water quality issues.
3T o ST 0T Harel WHEAI 7 oY 3SR TR |

o Nitrate levels in drinking water were often higher than the prescribed norm of 50
mg/l, but people didn’t abandon their wells.

QST # ATgee Far IR fAuia Har (50 mg/l) & 318 91w 91T, afhed @elt oF 39
F31T T BT AL |

e Interviews revealed that only 2 of the 79 abandoned borewells were shut due to
fluoride contamination.

TGP RI & IdT Tl foh 79 B3 T aRAH H ¥ had 2 & HcAAh FARISS T & HROT
s, T aTT ¥

o The findings suggest that groundwater quality issues, though present, aren’t the
primary reason for borewell abandonment.

forshy qaTa § 6 S{arer a[uTaar FHEATT, gTaife Alog §, W aRdew A BIs F1 {&T
HROT 78T & |

o Instead, the chronic and severe depletion of the water table is the overwhelming
cause.
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Mounting Challenges

Todt gatfaat

Electricity is free for farmers, but gram panchayats are grappling with a mounting
economic crisis.

et & fore forsrelt Jwa B, oifehet amer geamaret aga 3nfdss ¥%Fe @ ST W e
The frequent drilling of deep borewells, which require powerful pumps, has pushed
them into steep electrical debt.

TR IRAeH T TR-AR Gars, FHae At 9ot & STl el §, F Farat st oy Rsrelt &
For H 31T feaT &

Revenue collection can’t cover the ballooning annual power bills, directly affecting
the ability of panchayats to maintain rural water infrastructure.

TSTET HAGOT TG1 ATRATeAT farorelt et bt o7 167 &Y ara, Forery ot &t amefior srer

TEITAT i TATT TG T §TAAT I AT 3R ST g |
Funds meant for development projects are being redirected to cover utility costs,
stalling local progress.

e aRAsEEt F v AuiRa w3 S fasre St & o6 fear smar €, Sad e
T b STl &

The State government has begun pressuring panchayats to pay outstanding taxes
despite their financial strain.

TS FIHR A GG I FHAT T ehlol T GaTd qA1AT Y a1 8, STefeh I gged A &
fadg aFe # 2

Borewell drilling costs are borne by individuals.

A $1 Gar$ Y drd SAfFaerd T W 3678 A B

For small farmers, this means investing ¥4-5 lakh in a single borewell, with no
guarantee of success.

B fhamEl & foT, T IRad # T4-5 ar@ FI [AaT T 811 8, s aherdr : Fi§
AREY AT BIeiT |

Many end up leasing their land and migrating to urban areas for a stable income.
s fohaTeT 3Telt STteT ofisr 9 oY YT 3 & foIT erg”t Y 31X TeTaet o S & |

Labour, pump installation, and infrastructure expenses have hit the rural economy
hard.

A3, 99 TATYAT 3R Ira@Taa @t oF JrAtor srefegaedr #1 g8 avg venfaa fFar g
Despite widespread awareness of water scarcity, there have been few efforts to
educate farmers on the consequences of water-intensive cropping.
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el HHT Y SATIF AEHAT & JTaioG, FFaTE] FY STA-IT8eT GHAT & GEINUTAT & TR 7
fIf@rT 3 & 93w Iga FA G|

e The region’s terrain limits greywater reuse, and youth migrating away further
disrupts sustainable practices.

39 &1 H1 stfae aeTae A-afe I I9AYT F AfAT Ft §, 3R gansit F1 o= T@a
R sonfera 1 3t e e &1

 While Karnataka banned eucalyptus farming due to the species’ high-water use, its
long-term impact on groundwater persists.

el & Fetted o Iehferced T Well T Fferees oo &1 F1eh Ig Tl 310 I @
FIC ¥, ket ST AreamTior ToTT ST T T g3 ¢

e The study pointed to a broader concern: despite widespread groundwater
overexploitation, there is very little quantitative evidence on the local risks to water
sustainability.

HEGIA o Teh AT eIl T 3R SART hAT: [Tl F HcATAF SNgel o STaole, TR

wwmwﬁa%mﬁwmma@amﬁ

e This makes it difficult to predict borewell failures or estimate the true costs faced by
drinking water authorities.

SO0 ARA A ATHerar HT AT TIAT IR TASTeT FAFIVI SART gl HY AT @
AT AT T HTehele Fall HTRehel 81 ol

e Researchers argue that poor water resource management is the biggest threat to
sustained rural drinking water access in India.

QETSHAT3HT T HIeTeAT & Toh STel HHTEAT T BT JaereT 7T 7 Ty Arefor drsrer amfet
& foT e} TsT WA B
e While global “water, sanitation, and hygiene” initiatives focus on technical and

financial infrastructure, they often overlook the foundational problem: neglected
resource management.

ATRae "SieT, TaTodT 3 FTARELT” Ugall T T dahedhr 3R R sraEEar W alar g,
ARl I 3FAY HeT FHEAT Tt HATT TaereT HY IT&T T ST & |

Efforts in Motion
o g I

e Researchers used data from the Sujala Project, a key groundwater recharge
initiative by the Karnataka government, to trace depletion trends.

MEHATIHT o FelTed TP HY Tk THG HSTel TAROT Gge — "Gorell IRANST F Ireey 3T
FT 3YANT T A T A FR1Ee & F3A141 FF gH7=317|

e They also referenced the Jal Jeevan Mission, India’s flagship programme for
universal piped water access, which has funded new infrastructure and replaced
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failed borewells.

3ogiel STel SAtaeT fAereT 1 &Y gaTel T, St TR T W@ FIAHH ¢ AralfAF e srer
3mqfet & forw, fSaa 78 sraatas I Fadfa fFar 3t fawe aRdew # sfarafa
el

o While the study wasn’t directly critical of these programmes, it argued that long-term
success depends on addressing the root crisis: groundwater depletion and the
financial strain it places on local governance.

gTelifeh 3T o SoT JISTAT3AT T TIT TTATAT AT hr, oifched Tg gl 31T foh reihifars
TEHT & fIT {A Hhe — T &1 3N 3HF HRUT TATLT AMHA R 951 a1t 3fd garg
I FEITT FHAT TR ¢

o As Lakshmikantha N.R., one of the study’s authors, put it: “Until and unless you change
the farming technique of over-extraction, no amount of recharging will change the
state of groundwater” in Aralumallige, Doddathumakuru, and other parts of the Deccan
Plateau.

ST [ 39 37¢TTA & ol AGHIHS TA.AR. 1 gl "I doh 31T HcATaH GlgeT arail ddr
&Y THeANF Tt aGeldd, I oo P 3t IeTIRoT YA syarer hy Ryl F aeena @t o wehan|”

« He recommended that gram panchayats begin compensating farmers for using less
electricity and extracting less water, encouraging sustainable practices and
reducing electricity bills.

3egiol e fe foh amey qarrel Rl Y o fRrsTelt 39T 3R 9T et &gt & fow
ieHTge TR &A1 Y& H, e Fare Tl ¥ Fgrar iR fasrel @ & Fal 1S o &

o “If such an initiative isn’t taken,” he warned, “within 3—4 years, there will be no
groundwater left to drink or use.”

3ogial AATAT: “379R VAT IS e H el 31T I, adF 3—4 st & ofiay, e I1 373 FI
& foT F$ [T 7t FAMN”

e Until the 1970s, Bengaluru depended on tanks and reservoirs to replenish
groundwater.

1970 F ERIF Teh, AT oTel YoTIRUT & Torw T 3R Sremerat o¥ fsie am|

o With the advent of borewells, which operate on shorter timescales, traditional
systems were abandoned.

dRATH & 3T & T, S FH FAT H FTH G &, TWIITT Jonferat S ag fgr a=m)

e In Aralumallige, the local lake, once a key recharge reservoir, has been encroached,
its soil dug up, and green cover removed.

ICAEAN A, TN Fier, ST ol Jog@ GersiRor STamery oY, 373 oot 1 RN g1 18,
ot TR @ & 71§, 3R ga 3mavor ger R |

o Before borewells, the lake’s discharge channels helped recharge surrounding areas.
IRAH § 9gd, S & I19 AW T ITHAH F &= T ToTior gl 4T

e In 2022, despite heavy rainfall, the lake remained dry.
2022 #, sdY @St o srasye, Fier g@ W
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e The findings paint a sobering picture: without urgent shifts in agricultural practices
and stronger local governance, groundwater in the Deccan Plateau may slip
beyond recovery.

TSy Teh AATaeiiqur a 927 i 8: I FY qufaat F acrrer agam ik Faeiy
QITHT Y TRAF T [eh T 31T, AN GFFeT & TSR FT $[STel ToT: HTTed { A6 ST Hehell &

e According to researchers, sustainable farming, recharge infrastructure, and policy
incentives must work in tandem and not as afterthoughts.

MU & IHTAR, Telel Well, GoToiRor 3raaaan, R Afaera dicames ! v arr
AT F AT F1eT, 7 6 91 F FHET -7 QAheq a1 T

e The study recommends better policies and technologies to help rural farmers and
governing bodies use their resources wisely and avoid crisis.

3T AgaT Afaat ik awetet S RwRer aar &, arfes ameior fFare 3k emadh
o 3r9er wamet #1 RdFqot 3aAher #X §F 3R dwe @ F9 T 9
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Costly lapses
Pharma plants should have a high level
of safety culture

icrocrystalline Cellulose (MCC) is chem-
M ically inert. The human body does not

absorb it. The skin does not react to it.
But it has several useful physical properties such
as being a binder and texturiser, which is why it
has varied applications in the pharmaceutical,
food, cosmetics and other industries. MCC can
add weight to a drug and facilitate the active in-
gredients to function effectively while making the
drug conform to weight specifications. On Mon-
day, however, the pharma unit of Sigachi Indus-
tries in Hyderabad, which makes this benign sub-
stance, was the scene of a lethal accident, with
the toll rising to 36 on Tuesday. The making of
this safe substance does involve risky processes,
which can, however, be safe if appropriate proce-
dures are followed by trained personnel. Most of
the dead are young, poor, migrant workers from
northern and eastern India who often lack social
support. The Telangana government has an-
nounced an ex gratia of 1 crore and efforts must
be made to ensure it reaches the families. It does
seem that the response of mitigation agencies
was timely and is ongoing.

The blast, however, puts the spotlight back on
the pharma manufacturing industry, which has
been a foreign exchange earner for India. Such
accidents have been frequent, sadly. In August
last year, there was a major accident at a pharma
unit in Anakapalli near Visakhapatnam. Months
earlier, in April, there was another accident in
Hyderabad. Officials suspect that Monday’s acci-
dent happened due to equipment malfunction,
likely due to poor maintenance. It could have led
to an abnormal build-up of temperature, leading
to the blast. Key aspects of operating such hazar-
dous units safely are that HAZOP, or a form of
process hazard analysis, should be carried out by
competent and knowledgeable staff. The data
that individual units generate, that would indi-
cate any abnormality, should be seamlessly inte-
grated into operation control, again manned by
competent staff. Operators should be trained,
constantly aware of safety issues and implement
steps that can ensure safety. While these are re-
commended practices, what is crucial is that
such plants should have a high level of safety cul-
ture. Operators, managers and workers should
be conscious of the ever-present risks. In this era
of heightened scrutiny of industrial accidents by
proactive media, manufacturing units are expect-
ed to conform to global norms especially regard-
ing safety. Major slip-ups, such as this accident in
Hyderabad, are likely to have a negative bearing
on this key source of trade for India.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Costly lapses
A TP
Pharma plants should have a high level of safety culture

PTAT CeTeH & FR&TT TEHTA T 30T T gim A1

. Microcrystalline Cellulose (MCC) is chemically inert.
HTSHIThECATS Hegeilsl (MCC) THITeh &9 H fATSHT gl 8 |
. The human body does not absorb it.

AT R 3 37NN T8T Pl

. The skin does not react to it.

TIAT 39 UX TAfehaT Tl sl

o It has several useful physical properties such as being a

binder and texturiser, which is why it has varied applications in
the pharmaceutical, food, cosmetics and other industries.

SHH &S 3ureN A 0T g § S foh a18sT 3R TFreriseR,
TSIEeh ShROT SHehT 3TN BIATEY R, TS, HIEATCH AR 37
3T H gl &

. MCC can add weight to a drug and facilitate the active

ingredients to function effectively while making the drug
conform to weight specifications.

MCC &Y gar & g7 S8 ahaT & 31X afehT geant & garaY a1

A H HEe Il &, AT &1 &aT Sl dole] HIeTehl & IR FaATcT g

. On Monday, the pharma unit of Sigachi Industries in
Hyderabad, which makes this benign substance, was the scene
of a lethal accident, with the toll rising to 36 on Tuesday.

HIHAR T gerare 7 el 5wt 1 vt gfve, st 58 gwida
e T AHTOT A &, H T GTdeh GEe g5, FoTee FHITelar as
FcTehl T HET 36 &1 TS|

. The making of this safe substance does involve risky

processes, which can be safe if appropriate procedures are
followed by trained personnel.

58 AT Tery o f#Tor 7 s s ufshar i g1 §, S
wfRIfeTeT sheaTREt @Ry 3T Sishary 3aeT= 9 FIT&T &t Fehd
gl

. Most of the dead are young, poor, migrant workers from
northern and eastern India who often lack social support.

AR Fdeh IR AR qd R & FaT, IR ol i 2,
ST 91 31FE iAo gHA A8 aidT
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o The Telangana government has announced an ex gratia of 1 crore, and efforts must be
made to ensure it reaches the families.

OEITAT TR o X1 IS T 37eaTg MR hl BINOT T 8, 3R Tg FiATRET it o a1 gt
e fo T RS IRGRT T 5|

o It does seem that the response of mitigation agencies was timely and is ongoing.
T gl 2T § T e veifaat i gfafhar @ o o 3R 3rsh ofr SR 81

e The blast puts the spotlight back on the pharma manufacturing industry, which has been
a foreign exchange earner for India.

Ig faewhie Y & AT [HHATOT 3ehTeT &1 s, 7 1T &, ST R & forT Teh fae=i e 3ot

Wl
e Such accidents have been frequent, sadly.

gAY, TH TR T GHEATT 3FaT Il W8T &1

e In August last year, there was a major accident at a pharma unit in Anakapalli near
Visakhapatnam.

el @Tel 39Ted # faMETIHeTa & 9 JeAshdeel I Uh FAT i & 5T geresT gg A
¢ Months earlier, in April, there was another accident in Hyderabad.
SHY $T HLA Tged, 31T &, %mawﬁwamgdmgézm

o Officials suspect that Monday’s accident happened due to equipment malfunction,
likely due to poor maintenance.

HTRRIRAT T HE  fob THAR T GEICAT ITRIUT hl TRTE, HeTaT: WIS TERETT & HRU]
gl

o ft could have led to an abnormal build-up of temperature, leading to the blast.

SHY ETAYT dTIHT q@géﬁ?ﬁ ﬁ'&@ﬁ?ﬁtgﬂl

o Key aspects of operating such hazardous units safely are that HAZOP, or a form of
process hazard analysis, should be carried out by competent and knowledgeable staff.

UH! GReATeh SIS AT &l AT &9 & Felioldd it & HET GgI3it # & Tah ¢ foh HAZOP,
1o Ffshar SNTQH faeeivor &t A9 R ATHRR FAATRAT GarT fhar ST AT

e The data that individual units generate, that would indicate any abnormality, should be
seamlessly integrated into operation control, again manned by competent staff.

S 3T fAfRea shsaT 3cue LAl § 3R A PIS FATATTIAT ST Thdl §, 3o¢ TdTeleT
fore=oT 7 fAsTer &9 & SisT S =g, 3R T e off FHerel SharaTRET SR o Sirer
Uy

e Operators should be trained, constantly aware of safety issues, and implement
steps that can ensure safety.

TR Y GFRITET T ST 1fRT, 3 ST GRaT Hegr & I FsreT gt =1fgv 3K
GRET GRATRIT el dlel FHeH Tl AT

 While these are recommended practices, what is crucial is that such plants should have
a high level of safety culture.
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e Operators, managers and workers should be conscious of the ever-present risks.
TS, Jaerehl 3R ATHHT T gARIT AlS[e Wi & i SeEes (el 18T
o In this era of heightened scrutiny of industrial accidents by proactive media,

manufacturing units are expected to conform to global norms, especially regarding
safety.

3TeT & TAY A o9 wfea Afar gar st e geeast Fr w3 e it S ¢,
3CUTCH SehISAT A 3TI&T T STl & fob & AR HieTent, faLITehY FR&T, T dTeled |

o Major slip-ups, such as this accident in Hyderabad, are likely to have a negative
bearing on this key source of trade for India.

BeXISTE 3 §3 3 T8 I SR gUeeT $1Rd & 38 Hgca (Ul AR Ad T AHRICHS TeHTT
3Tl Thll B
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Demand distress

Rural demand might vet pick up during
the festival season

he new financial year has gotten off to a
T relatively poor start when it comes to in-

dustrial production. Growth in the Index
of Industrial Production slumped to a nine-
month low of 1.2% in May 2025. This follows an
eight-month low of 2.6% in April. Taken together,
this puts the average growth in the index so far in
2025-26 at just 1.9%, down from the 5.7% average
in 2024-25. A major reason behind the dip in
May’s industrial performance was due to the
electricity sector, which contracted 5.8%, its
worst performance since June 2020, nearly five
years ago. This poor performance in electricity
generation can be put down to an unusually cool
May, but it could also point towards lower offtake
for industrial purposes. The fact also remains
that the slowdown in the overall IIP has been
broad-based — several key sectors have either
contracted or slowed sharply. The manufactur-
ing sector slowed to a growth of 2.6% in May,
down from 5.1% in May last year. A deeper look
shows that this slowdown was driven by contrac-
tions in the manufacture of textiles, leather pro-
ducts, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, electronics,
and furniture. While some of these are core sec-
tors, most are consumer-facing, implying that de-
mand in the economy is not picking up, and may
even be slackening further. This is backed by the
fact that the consumer durables and nondurables
sectors simultaneously contracted for the first
time since November 2023.

A sub-sector analysis of this data further rein-
forces the takeaway that demand is weak. Within
consumer durables, the IIP data showed signifi-
cant contractions in the production of footwear,
books, plastic furniture, shaving razors, stainless
steel utensils, computers, phones, air-condition-
ers and coolers. These are all items of discretion-
ary spending, not strictly essential, which implies
that people are holding off on their purchases.
Even among consumer non-durables, the items
that have seen contractions — such as meat, ho-
ney, fruit juice, jams, sugar and bottled water —
are those that are eschewed the quickest during
lean periods. The situation does not seem to have
improved much in June either. The private sector
manufacturing Purchasing Managers Index re-
port, released on Tuesday, shows that while de-
mand for intermediate goods is doing well, the
same cannot be said for either capital or consum-
er goods. In recent interviews, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has expressed confidence
that urban demand is recovering and that Budget
2025’s tax breaks will boost demand by the time
the festival season rolls around. The progress of
the monsoon so far indicates that rural demand
may indeed pick up by then, but urban demand
remains a worry. With trade remaining subdued
and uncertain, domestic demand weakness does
not augur well for the economy in 2025-26.
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Demand distress
AT A e

Rural demand might yet pick up during the festival season

e FiereT & aRrer amtor Ao 3 et oft R @Y AHaT R

. The new financial year has gotten off to a relatively poor
start in terms of industrial production.

AT Tl a T QAT JiieAITen Scres & fghst & It HHAAR
wrel

. Growth in the Index of Industrial Production (lIP)
slumped to a nine-month low of 1.2% in May 2025.

e TR ScutesT Faehieh (1IP) T gefer #AS 2025 # Tl 1.2%
@ IS, S Al AT H T A ¢

. This follows an eight-month low of 2.6% in April, bringing
the average IIP growth for 2025-26 to just 1.9%, down from 5.7%
in 2024-25.

SEY Tgel 37180l A |IP & geftr 2.6% oY, forad 2025-26 &1 e

gt Teat 1.9% g 18, STaieh 202425 H g 5.7% AT

. A key factor in May’s decline was the electricity sector,
which contracted by 5.8%, its worst performance since June
2020.

7S # FIRrae &1 A&T HROT fSSTel 817 @7, 5 5.8% e, 3R I8

STeT 2020 & dTe; e TR Fe e |

. This may be due to an unusually cool May, but could also
suggest lower industrial offtake.

g ATHT T ¥ 33 AS ALl & HROT &1 FohdT &, Jfhed Tg
e AT F FHHAY I R Y SART FAT B

. The slowdown in overall IIP has been broad-based, with
several key sectors contracting or slowing sharply.

%ol |IP & HEY a19eh TET ¢, TSIea g Hgeaqu &1 a1 af s § ar
ST i ORTae 3MS |

. The manufacturing sector slowed to 2.6% growth in May,
down from 5.1% in May 2024.

ScuTee &1 &l ge e HS 7 Teah 2.6% &1 1S, Sidith # 2024 H Ig
5.1% |

. Major contractions were seen in textiles, leather products,
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, electronics, and furniture.

TR FARTge gof &1 15|
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e Most of these are consumer-facing sectors, suggesting that demand is weak and may be
declining further.

SoTH T AR 3UFAT GafT &7 &, S g2t & T AT FFeR & 3R g3aa: 3R ge &
gl

e Both consumer durables and non-durables contracted simultaneously for the first time
since November 2023.

39T feohT 3R IR-Feehr3 T ds) 2023 o §TE Igeil IR Ueh HTY & |

e Within consumer durables, major declines were noted in footwear, books, plastic
furniture, razors, utensils, computers, phones, ACs, and coolers.

3YIFAT TeehTs a&31 H S, fohelTdl, Tellieeesh Beiler, IeR, Felel, HeYeX, BieT, T, 3R
o S HIATT & AR fTRrae &t s |

e These are all items of discretionary spending, indicating consumers are postponing
purchases.

& Haf FEU depfodes T 1 AN # I 8, ST a=idr & o 3usierar &g el @ 8

o Evenin non-durables, products like meat, honey, fruit juice, jams, sugar, and bottled
water saw declines — items quickly avoided in lean times.

IR-fehTs awq3it 7 ot A1w, 2A8e, Bell T IH, SA, it A Sleel T = S Searar J
fIRTae 38 — A F FEQU § e A & FAA F Fod Gg ol AT A1l &

e The situation did not improve much in June, according to the PMI data released on
Tuesday.

HITR T SRT PMI 3RSt o HaI, ST # 1 R & Sarer gum 76t g3m|
« Demand for intermediate goods is stable, but capital goods and consumer goods are
still underperforming.

HEFAA aEG3T T AT U B, AfeheT YoMt a&qu 3R STSIFAT a&qu 3716l off oAk
FedT F W&

e Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has expressed confidence that urban demand will
recover with Budget 2025’s tax breaks and the festival season.

fare #3 fAeTar ST o favare srarr § f& soie 2025 i T g 3R Aer Hef &
el QLT AT H FUR 30|

e Monsoon progress suggests rural demand may also recover by festival season, but
urban demand remains a concern.

AT T FaTTel SRl & o AmefoT #1797 & ot AgRT e FEIR &Y Tehell ¢, elfeheT AR AT
378t ot ke oy fAw &1

e With trade subdued and domestic demand weakening, the outlook for India’s economy
in 2025-26 appears challenging.

SATIR # FHEY 3R e AT H FASAN & Teld, 2025-26 H 7R 1 3rdegaear &
etehqet iew @ 81
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Using tech to empower women and children

68 Paperic S8 1111111 :

mpowerment begins
with access — access to
rights, to services, to
protection, and to
opportunity. Over the past
decade, this access has been
redefined and democratised
through the focused commitment
of the Modi government to build a
more inclusive and digitally
empowered India. The Ministry of
Women and Child Development
has been at the forefront of this
transformation. Guided by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of
Viksit Bharat@2047, the Ministry
has integrated technology into its
programmes, ensuring that
benefits reach the last mile swiftly,
transparently, and efficiently.
What was once aspirational is
now operational thanks to the
government’s emphasis on digital
public infrastructure, real-time
data systems, and responsive
governance. With steadfast focus
on care, protection, and
empowerment, the Ministry has
strengthened access to nutrition,
education, legal safeguards, and
essential entitlements, ensuring
that women and children lead
healthier, more secure lives, and
also emerge as confident leaders
and change makers of Amrit Kaal.

Transformative initiatives
A cornerstone of this
transformation is the Saksham
Anganwadi initiative, designed to
modernise and empower over 2
lakh Anganwadi centres across
India. These centres are being
upgraded with smart
infrastructure, digital devices, and
innovative learning tools, enabling
more effective delivery of
nutrition, healthcare, and
pre-school education services.
The integration of services
provided by 14 lakh Anganwadi
centres across the nation with the
Poshan Tracker has enabled
real-time data entry, performance
monitoring, and evidence-based
policy interventions. Over 10.14
crore beneficiaries, including
pregnant women, lactating
mothers, children under six, and
adolescent girls, are now

Using Tech to Empower Women and Children

a
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Annapurna Devi

Union Minister of
Women and Child
Development

Over the last
decade, the
Ministry has
strengthened
access to
nutrition,
education, legal
safeguards, and
essential
entitlements

registered on Poshan Tracker. By
equipping Anganwadi workers
with smartphones and
comprehensive training, the
initiative ensures quality service
delivery at the last mile.

At its core, Poshan Tracker is
driving the national vision of a
Swasth Bharat, Suposhit Bharat. It
reimagines Anganwadi centres as
digitally empowered community
hubs that bridge the urban-rural
divide. Recognised with the Prime
Minister’s Award for Excellence in
Public Administration (2025), it
also supports Poshan Bhi, Padhai
Bhi, providing digital training
modules to Anganwadi workers
for early childhood education.

Further, to reduce leakages in
the Supplementary Nutrition
Programme, a facial recognition
system has been introduced to
ensure that eligible beneficiaries
alone receive nutrition support.

Beyond nutrition, the Ministry
is ensuring safety and support for
women through technology-led
platforms. The SHe-Box portal
provides single-window access to
every woman to lodge complaints
under the Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal) Act,
2013. It enables online redressal
and tracking. Meanwhile, the
Mission Shakti dashboard and
mobile app provide integrated
assistance to women in distress,
connecting them to the nearest
one-stop centre, now operational
in nearly every district. These
interventions exemplify how
technology is being used not just
for efficiency, but for justice,
dignity, and empowerment.

The Modi government has also
operationalised the Pradhan
Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
(PMMVY) — a game changer in
maternal welfare. Under the
PMMVY Rules, 2022, pregnant
women receive 35,000 for their
first child. Under Mission Shakti,
the benefit extends to 6,000 if
the second child is a girl —
promoting positive reinforcement
for daughters. Delivered through a
paperless Direct Benefit Transfer
system, about 19,000 crore has

reached over 4 crore women
beneficiaries since its inception.

PMMVY is a fully digital
programme - leveraging
Aadhaar-based authentication,
mobile-based registration,
doorstep assistance from
Anganwadi/ASHA workers, and
real-time dashboards. A dedicated
grievance redressal module and
citizen-facing portal ensure
transparency, trust, and
accountability, strengthening the
government’s commitment to Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao.

Tangible outcomes

These targeted efforts are
delivering tangible outcomes. The
latest reports from the Health
Management Information System
of the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare (MoHFW) reveal
that the Sex Ratio at Birth has
increased from 918 (2014-15) to
930 (2023-24). The Maternal
Mortality Rate has declined to 97
per 1,000 births (2018-20) from
130 per 1,000 births (2014-16).

Digital transformation has
played a key role in child
protection and welfare. Under the
Juvenile Justice Act (Care and
Protection of Children) Act, 2015,
the Ministry has strengthened the
adoption ecosystem through the
CARINGS portal (Child Adoption
Resource Information and
Guidance System). This ensures a
more transparent, accessible, and
efficient adoption process.

Digitisation has also improved
monitoring of child care
institutions, foster care
placements, and statutory support
structures under the Act.
Platforms developed by the
National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights are
tracking violations of child rights.
The Mission Vatsalya dashboard
strengthens convergence and
coordination among various child
welfare stakeholders.

This is New India where
governance meets technology, and
policy meets purpose. Over the
last decade, the Ministry has not
only adapted to digital change, but
championed it.
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Afgen3it 3R g=af S FAFd g9 & AT dFheild &1 3T

Empowerment through Digital Access

%ﬁmq@#mw#mm

Empowerment begins with access — access to rights, to services, to protection, and to
opportunity.

FRIFFAHIOT T LT TgT H el & — TR, HaTHT, FET 3R 3EA e T Igd

Over the past decade, this access has been redefined and democratised through the
focused commitment of the Modi government to build a more inclusive and digitally
empowered India.

faoel g2 7 Ig I AT THR AT AfAsetrdl & ATLTA H T FAGRM AR fBforea Tad
FRIFd HR & fAATOT & yarat & TRy 3R Ahife gs 8l

The Ministry of Women and Child Development has been at the forefront of this
transformation.

Ao 3R aTer fehT FATAT 57 IR & 379 LT ¢

Guided by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of Viksit Bharat@2047, the Ministry
has integrated technology into its programmes.

QAT g AlGT o Viksit Bharat@2047 fasieT & dgd JATeld o 39eT Jiotar3it &
eheiieh I Tehlehel fehdT &

Ensuring that benefits reach the last mile swiftly, transparently, and efficiently.

g giATRad fam aram & & omet 3ifar R aeh dief, IReRl 3R Fere aliss & ugd|

What was once aspirational is now operational thanks to the government’s emphasis on
digital public infrastructure, real-time data systems, and responsive governance.

ST 8T Shael 3TTeRTaTT &Y I 37 STIEIR &1 IT5 &, 3% U fefoiee afeas sapregaR,
QTeT-esH 3T RATeH, 3R ITRER AMHT T TFR FH SR ¢

With steadfast focus on care, protection, and empowerment, the Ministry has
strengthened access to nutrition, education, legal safeguards, and essential
entitlements.

ST, TN 3R FRAFAROT IR SINAR &A1 &I §T HATerT o G0, TRIGT, Hlefelt GaT
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3R 3TaeTeh fUFRT s IgT Y Al T &

Ensuring that women and children lead healthier, more secure lives, and also emerge as
confident leaders and change makers of Amrit Kaal.

Ig ATed Toham aram § foh AfgeT 3R sea Taey, GRiaTd Siiaet folt 3R 31 #rer o
3McATIardt Aar 3R TRAcTThdT §a1 |

Transformative Initiatives

IRaIARRY Tgol

A cornerstone of this transformation is the Saksham Anganwadi initiative, designed to
modernise and empower over 2 lakh Anganwadi centres across India.

S8 GRacie T Teh HET TR § HaTH HETTa1ST Tgel, S R 81 7 2 o1 4 31feh
HiaTeTaTeY gt Iy 3R AT T % AT 7S 7S ¥

These centres are being upgraded with smart infrastructure, digital devices, and
innovative learning tools.

o1 shall T TAIE Shregerer, f3TSTeer SuaRiull 3R FaraRgerd fASTOT 3usoll & 3193
RIT ST IET B

Enabling more effective delivery of nutrition, healthcare, and pre-school education
services.

TS ad 9IvoT, Fareed Qansit 3R qa-raies RAaT r Aarsit 1 31 gerdr ®9 & v
forar ST |4 |

The integration of services provided by 14 lakh Anganwadi centres across the nation
with the Poshan Tracker has enabled real-time data entry, performance monitoring, and
evidence-based policy interventions.

SAIT & 14 TG 3TTTATEY Shel ST JAT3HT I V0T Tad B Sy § JIT-eT8H 3eT T,
gedieT &1 TAIRTet, 3R g2 3maa Afaerd gedaiT G97d & Tehr 2|

Over 10.14 crore beneficiaries, including pregnant women, lactating mothers, children
under six, and adolescent girls, are now registered on Poshan Tracker.

379 T NNUT o W 10.14 3 F 31T amemedf, fSeret amstach afgeny, Taauret =
aTell ATAIY, B TTel & A 38 & Tod 3R [HAR orsfonar A §, gsiiehd &
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e By equipping Anganwadi workers with smartphones and comprehensive training, the
initiative ensures quality service delivery at the last mile.

TATCHIST 3 <TTTR TATOT ShT ITITATTEY FRISHATAT T eTH Tl I Ugd 3Tad O]
T IOTAATOT HATE FieAfRard e &1

Poshan Tracker and Empowerment Through Technology

giyor ¢T3 dig e & Areas § wafFawor

e Atits core, Poshan Tracker is driving the national vision of a Swasth Bharat, Suposhit
Bharat.

T T, TI90T T "FaEY AN, AN A" 6T AT GC 31 37T 967 6T &

¢ It reimagines Anganwadi centres as digitally empowered community hubs that
bridge the urban-rural divide.

Ig iererars) el o1 Bfoed ¥ @ werFa e Fal & &9 H IoT: AR tar & s
AEI-ATHIUT e T ITecd o |

¢ Recognised with the Prime Minister’s Award for Excellence in Public Administration
(2025).

SU TUTAHA HIdSTfeleh TATH Schsedl EhR (2025) & FFATA foham a1 B |
e It also supports Poshan Bhi, Padhai Bhi, providing digital training modules to
Anganwadi workers for early childhood education.

g ot 3, ger$ 8 uger ST THEYT FIAT § 3R ARTHATEr ST FI YT Y IRFAF
fRram & forw Bforee wfrator Afsger vere Far gl

o To reduce leakages in the Supplementary Nutrition Programme, a facial recognition
system has been introduced.

X QIOT FTAHA H TSHISAT Sl HH Hlel o Tl A TgaTaTat T YOIt & 1 1S §|
o This system ensures that only eligible beneficiaries receive nutrition support.

Ig OTTell GIATET Il & T Faer aror Arenfda 1 € Grsor Fgrar ure 81|

Tech-led Safety and Redressal Platforms
sienfarhy amenfer gram i Rrswraa faaror caewis

e The Ministry is ensuring safety and support for women through technology-led
platforms.

HATeTT Aigen3il & fow digfrehr 3menRe caewmit & ATeas & gt K wgar
giAfed #: w8
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The SHe-Box portal provides single-window access to every woman to lodge
complaints under the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Act, 2013.

SHe-Box 9ied g Afgel &l FIRITYS W Afgar Il 3cdisa wffage, 2013 F agd
FRIRIRIET ot Tt ST Tt fafSY Ug e Jaret et &1

It enables online redressal and tracking.
Ig fererge e faror 3k 2fer Hr ghawr &ar g

The Mission Shakti dashboard and mobile app provide integrated assistance to
women in distress.

e e SaaYs 3 Alarsd 9 Theared Afgan3i I TRATFT Terar v Fd &

It connects them to the nearest one-stop centre, now operational in nearly every
district.

TE 3¢ [Ahedd gA-Feq WeT A SSdT &, ST 379 oI9reHdT &% ey 3 FRRA £

These interventions showcase how technology is being used for justice, dignity, and
empowerment, not just efficiency.

I ggor fe@re € for st a1 39ieT Shaer gaTar & foT A8 afesd =am, i@ sk
FufFasIor & fov off fohar ST IET &

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY)
YT AT de=tT Aratar (PMMVY)

The Modi government has operationalised the PMMVY — a game changer in maternal
welfare.

AEY TR o PMMVY & #1e] [T § — i AT Fedmor 3 U 9371 IRae o |
Under the PMMVY Rules, 2022, pregnant women receive ¥5,000 for their first child.
PMMVY &, 2022 & dgd, Jeiadt AR #1 3% dga 924 & AT 5,000 Fed &1

Under Mission Shakti, the benefit extends to ¥6,000 if the second child is a girl —
promoting positive reinforcement for daughters.

forerer aufea & e, afe quvr T a3 g o ot 26,000 de woT fear Sirar § — o

AT F AT FFRIcHS WcHTgT ! So1dT Aol &1

Delivered through a paperless Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) system, about ¥19,000
crore has reached over 4 crore women beneficiaries since its inception.

0 QUTAH 3TFe dfafthe WY (DBT) 9oTTell & A1edH § faaRa forar srar g, 3R sae
[E Bl & 31 T ¥19,000 F3 F S 61 T 4 F3 A 37 A amnfat o= w5
TR &

PMMVY is a fully digital programme, leveraging Aadhaar-based authentication,
mobile registration, Anganwadi/ASHA worker support, and real-time dashboards.

PMMVY Te qute: f3faree #iw &, ST 3R 3R §edmdet, Alarse daiieor,
HTAATEY/TRIT FIIHAT FTgradT, 3R JT-e8A SARNSH T 3T AT ¢ |
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* A dedicated grievance redressal module and citizen-facing portal ensure
transparency, trust, and accountability, strengthening the government’s commitment
to Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao.

U FATG Rrewrra farer #Agge 3R swame & e gida arafiar, freary sik
AT AR A &, FoTad TR b1 9t F=man, 3 gerat i gfaeeerar 3R #ergd
gl &1

Tangible Outcomes

3T IRomH

e These targeted efforts are delivering tangible outcomes.

Y i 9ama 3 R ¢ B &

e The latest reports from the Health Management Information System of the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) reveal that the Sex Ratio at Birth has increased
from 918 (2014—15) to 930 (2023-24).

Fareey 3R IRaR FI1or FHFATT (MoHFW) & gy Aasrie swifera Rved & Adiaas
Reatet & gar Tefdr & o S & TA fATeare 918 (2014-15) & Sgart 930 (2023-24) &1

AT R

e The Maternal Mortality Rate has declined to 97 per 1,000 births (2018-20) from 130
per 1,000 births (2014-16).

AT g &< 1,000 ST 9 130 (2014—16) ¥ THT 1,000 ST+AT T 97 (2018-20) &1 IS
gl

o Digital transformation has played a key role in child protection and welfare.

f3fSreer aRader & arer wRaTor AR Fearor & Agcayet i S B

e Under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, the Ministry
has strengthened the adoption ecosystem through the CARINGS portal (Child
Adoption Resource Information and Guidance System).

TS SATCH (drerahl HT a@smrer HR wwaon) sfafaaam, 2015 & dga, FAET
CARINGS W& (arges rsreerd RAR sawiera vz mesy Rved) & A1egs @ g o
Y JOTTEY Sl FAF TATAT B |

e This ensures a more transparent, accessible, and efficient adoption process.
Ig Sishar & 31fere areeft, gerer, 3R Ferer s B

o Digitisation has also improved monitoring of child care institutions, foster care
placements, and statutory support structures under the Act.

Bfereeiaor o srfafaas & dga arer dw@sTer FEATT, T QT SqaEdT, 3R FrLA
HETIdT FIEAT3MT T IR il SgaT 9T B

o Platforms developed by the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights are
tracking violations of child rights.
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IS ST HTAFHR FIETOT 3T GaRT [AFH AT Tolchia a1t FAFRT & Searge
fRE AR R

e The Mission Vatsalya dashboard strengthens convergence and coordination among

various child welfare stakeholders.

forereT arcwewr Sea1s fafdest arer Feamor RauUR! & di< THeear AR @Head FI Yoo

AT gl

e This is New India where governance meets technology, and policy meets purpose.

TE AT SR &, STET AT aheites § 3R AT 3807 ¥ 5 ¢

e Over the last decade, the Ministry has not only adapted to digital change, but also

championed it.

TSl gk A, HATT A 7 chaol BfSree Teara FY Irqarar sfeeh sHl Aded o fhar g

Why is Google buying out
some of its employees?

What are ‘backdoor layoffs? Are other major companies also letting go of their employees?

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
oogle has taken action to
reduce its workforce across
departments, by using a mix of
strategies. These measures
involve announcing a voluntary exit
programme for several teams based in the
U.S., and mandating a hybrid work
schedule for remote workers who live
within 50 miles of an approved office.

What is the buyout programme?
According to an internal memo shared by
Business Insider, the Senior Vice President
of Core Systems at Google, Jen Fitzpatrick,
said the company was offering a
Voluntary Exit Program (VEP) for Core
Googlers in the U.S. This means that
eligible Google employees, called
Googlers, will be allowed to resign and
also receive severance pay. The buyout
option was offered to employees in

Google’s Knowledge and Information and
central engineering teams. Those in the
marketing, research, and
communications teams could also avail
the option, as per CNBC. This is not the
first time Google has offered a voluntary
exit to workers; the company had
proposed buyouts to eligible U.S.-based
employees in its People Operations
department and its Platforms and Devices
group, per media reports.

Employee buyouts are a less drastic
way for companies to reduce their
headcount, although the exact number of
departing employees is hard to predict.
Because employees choose to leave, this
strategy triggers less bad press than a
mass layoff. It further reduces the risk of
fired employees legally challenging their
termination. In the case of large layoffs,
U.S. companies may have to provide
advance notice to labour regulators.

In early 2023, when Google announced
it was cutting around 12,000 jobs or about

6% of its workforce, it faced significant
backlash. Since then, Google has carried
out smaller layoft rounds across its voice
assistant units, hardware teams
(Pixel/Nest/Fitbit) advertising sales team,
and its AR team. Earlier this week, the live
layoffs tracker Layoffs.fyi claimed that 75
Google employees were to be laid off,
citing a report by The Information.

What is Google’s new remote policy?
In addition to the employee buyouts
across several divisions, Google
confirmed that multiple teams were
asking remote employees to transition to
a hybrid work schedule where they would
spend three days in office. This can
trigger employee resignations, with
labour advocates sometimes terming this
strategy as “backdoor layoffs.”

However, Ms. Fitzpatrick claimed that
the company’s intention was not to
reduce the number of Core Googlers, and
that it was aimed at internal mobility and

Google Buying Out Some Employees
IET AR F& FAARAT 1 @liear Hr i

Google’s Workforce Reduction Strategy
AT Y FRTA H FEld H e
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creating growth opportunities.

‘What about other companies?
Apart from Google, other major tech
companies that let go of employees in
recent weeks include Intel and Microsoft.
Intel is planning to shut down its small
automotive business and cut most
workers there, according to a report from
the Oregon Live/The Oregonian. Another
report from the outlet cited an internal
memo to claim that Intel is planning to lay
off about 15% to 20% of its factory
workers. Meanwhile, Microsoft is
planning major cuts in its Xbox gaming
division, according to Bleomberg. Early
this month, the company confirmed it
would cut about 305 jobs. This came even
after Microsoft laid off around 6,000
employees in May, or about 3% of its
global workforce.

‘What are Google’s other challenges?
In the coming months, U.S. Judge Amit
Mehta is expected to consider proposed
remedies by the U.S. DOJ and Google itself
to curb Google’s status as an illegal
monopoly in some search markets. The
DOJ has favoured measures such as the
forced divestment of Chrome and the
formation of a Technical Committee to
oversee Google’s legal compliance. The
tech giant naturally supports more lenient
measures that do not significantly damage
its lucrative business or its top position in
the search market.
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o Google has taken action to reduce its workforce across departments, by using a
mix of strategies.

Ierer F FafdieeT fasrmat 7 3rveh FRiee F FH 9 F fov faffes woehfat w1 s
a8

e These measures involve announcing a voluntary exit programme for several
teams based in the U.S., and mandating a hybrid work schedule for remote
workers who live within 50 miles of an approved office.

o1 3urat 7 AR & oy w% Ot & fow Wftes M Frdwa #r arvon 3k w&figa
FRITT # 50 Aol F R W@ arer ReAte FATRET & e gsfs a& dsgw i sf@ard
FT AR

What is the buyout programme?

AAHT3T FRIHH FAT 82

e According to an internal memo shared by Business Insider, the Senior Vice
President of Core Systems at Google, Jen Fitzpatrick, said the company was
offering a Voluntary Exit Program (VEP) for Core Googlers in the U.S.

Business Insider S@RT ATST fFT 71T 0 3aRe A9 F I6TAR, IET & FR Aeeq #
aftss 3uTewst Jen Fitzpatrick A 8T & Husit 3@ ReT 7 Rua 1 e & o
Voluntary Exit Program (VEP) 92T %Y 3 81

o This means that eligible Google employees, called Googlers, will be allowed to
resign and also receive severance pay.

$HeT 37 § T 9T IEeRT SEAIeT & Fha § 31T w1y € 3% Wadw o off e

e The buyout option was offered to employees in Google’s Knowledge and
Information and central engineering teams.

Ig SrI3m3e fAs e TETer A Knowledge and Information 3iX Central Engineering
AT F FATIRAT F1 f&=7m T=m|

e Those in the marketing, research, and communications teams could also avail the
option, as per CNBC.

CNBC & 3[R, Marketing, Research, 3Rk Communications AT & Fe=mr sft s
AT FT A1 36T Thd T
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o This is not the first time Google has offered a voluntary exit to workers; the
company had proposed buyouts to eligible U.S.-based employees in its People
Operations department and its Platforms and Devices group, per media reports.

I Ygel IR 71 ¢ oI IEI o FHATRAT I T ) hr derwer 1 8; Afzar
RaEH & 38R, Felt 98« #ff People Operations f3#mer 31X Platforms and Devices
HAE & AR FATRAT Y T35 F7 IFAT & TH R

e Employee buyouts are a less drastic way for companies to reduce their
headcount, although the exact number of departing employees is hard to predict.

FAIRY TIN3C YA F fOT TTHIEC FHA FIA FT FH FOR dUHT 8, BT SIS are
FHATRAT Y FEAT FT S\ AT AT HTST Bl 81

e Because employees choose to leave, this strategy triggers less bad press than a
mass layoff.

G Far FawoT A B1Ea ¥, 97 WY adeAE Areaer Y goar A FH AFRCAS
YAR Y FH qait B

o It further reduces the risk of fired employees legally challenging their termination.

Ig oI frehTel aTT HoaTRAT GarT Frefett Toilelt 3o F SR 1 oft o7 FTlr 31

« In the case of large layoffs, U.S. companies may have to provide advance notice to
labour regulators.

T3 Beelt & AAE A, AN A FuAAT F 407 A F I Gaa 3= 93 TR

Google's Layoffs in 2023 and Aftermath
2023 3 T Y Beit IR 3HF a Fr Fufay

e In early 2023, when Google announced it was cutting around 12,000 jobs or about
6% of its workforce, it faced significant backlash.

2023 Y YTHTA A, ST I & I’ 12,000 FAFRAT AT 37l 6% Fraer Ht FATCT FaA
1 gryor A, ar 37 MR TR FT ATHAT FIT 937
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+ Since then, Google has carried out smaller layoff rounds across its voice
assistant units, hardware teams (Pixel/Nest/Fitbit) advertising sales team, and its
AR team.

a9 @ Tl A Voice Assistant, Hardware Teams (Pixel/Nest/Fitbit), Advertising
Sales Team, 311X 379= AR & #H BA-BNE T A ¢

o Earlier this week, the live layoffs tracker Layoffs.fyi claimed that 75 Google
employees were to be laid off, citing a report by The Information.

3 TATE $T YT H, Layoffs.fyi AT ¢F  raT fFam i 75 aprer wetamiRal #r
frehTelT SITeY aTelT §, The Information 1 RaYé 1 garem 2 gu|

Google’s Workforce Reduction Strategy
T Y FRE F FeEld i e

e Google has taken action to reduce its workforce across departments, by using a mix
of strategies.

T o Taffeet faament 3 370el riael 1 H A & T faffes Torhfea & suter
e gl

e These measures involve announcing a voluntary exit programme for several teams
based in the U.S., and mandating a hybrid work schedule for remote workers who live
within 50 miles of an approved office.

3T 3UTAT 7 3ARHT H U 8 ST & forv Tdeos R SR Hr givor 3k 50 Her
& HIeR W@+ aTel RATE FA=RT & fov grsfars a& Asge &1 A e anfder 3

What is the buyout programme?
FII3T FIAHH FAT§?

e According to an internal memo, the Senior Vice President of Core Systems at Google,
Jen Fitzpatrick, said the company was offering a Voluntary Exit Program (VEP) for
Core Googlers in the U.S.

Teh AR AT o 3TAR, IFTT Sl FR FAFeH $T alies 3ureaat Jen Fitzpatrick o HeT
& Fu=ir 3R 7 Core Googlers F faT Voluntary Exit Program (VEP) 92T &3 38 &1

o Eligible Google employees, called Googlers, will be allowed to resign and also receive
severance pay.
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aT Googlers @I FEATDT &t IR JaXH  TTCT hied I ITA T &F ST |

e The buyout option was offered to employees in Knowledge and Information and
central engineering teams.

g fa%ed Knowledge and Information 3R Central Engineering ST & shaariar &l
fe=m aram|

o Employees in marketing, research, and communications teams could also avail the
option.

Marketing, Research, 3iR Communications ST & FaaRY & 39 fAshed T o197 3aT
Tohd U

e Google had earlier proposed buyouts to employees in People Operations and
Platforms and Devices group.

Tl Yge! People Operations 31 Platforms and Devices HHg & HadTRal &1 8
SIS T JEATE & AT &

o Employee buyouts are a less drastic way to reduce headcount, though the exact
number is hard to predict.

FHAN TAITIT FSHISE FH Flol 1 FH FOR AUHT §, lfehel HEF TEAT I AT
ST FRepel BT B

o Since employees choose to leave, it triggers less bad press than a mass layoff.
I HA Ge BISA 8, THY WiASTTorah HTelraal S gicil &, 1T foh Ffea Seelt 7 gian
gl

e This reduces the risk of legal challenge from fired employees.

SO folehTel a1 HATRET GART FIeaAT et T TeRT HH Fiel o |

e In case of large layoffs, U.S. companies may have to give advance notice to labour
regulators.

T8Y St 1 Reafa 7 3R Hufaat &1 s Rl 1 qF ga=r &eit 935 ool ¢
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Google's Layoffs in 2023 and Aftermath
2023 3 IFTer Y Bt AN 5HF a1 Fr Ty

In early 2023, Google announced it was cutting around 12,000 jobs or about 6% of its
workforce, facing significant backlash.

2023 Y YEHTA A, IETC 1 12,000 AFRIT AT ST 6% FrAaer 7 ekl S avor &,
TS 38 a8 faer Sorer s

Since then, smaller layoffs occurred in voice assistant units, hardware teams
(Pixel/Nest/Fitbit), advertising sales, and AR team.

g% dlG, Tt T Voice Assistant, Hardware Teams (Pixel/Nest/Fitbit), Advertising
Sales, 3T AR &F # S Sefadt A1 g1

This week, Layoffs.fyi claimed 75 employees were to be laid off, citing The
Information.

39 gcdig, Layoffs.fyi o arar foram fr 75 Sl el it arer &, The Information &
gare I

Google’s New Remote Work Policy

Erer 1 7§ ReAre g A

In addition to the employee buyouts across several divisions, Google confirmed that
multiple teams were asking remote employees to transition to a hybrid work
schedule.

g TaTell 7 FHARY AAATZE & 37T, IETel o Yo H & 8 et Reate Fraiat &
3T o AT 39T F FE W L1

Employees would spend three days in office, under the new arrangement.

3 oI5 SYaTAT & dgd HHART diel et HIRATAT H FHIH HT|

This can trigger employee resignations, and labour advocates sometimes term this
strategy as “backdoor layoffs.”

ST FAATRAT & SEA &Y Thd &, 3R 47 SRS 30 Fali-well "NS F Raar ¥ A 71
Bea" FEd B
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However, Ms. Fitzpatrick claimed that the company’s intention was not to reduce the
number of Core Googlers.

gTetiteh, Ms. Fitzpatrick =¥ FgT foh shdeil & 3¢62T Core Googlers &I TEAT HH FIAT AT

gl

The aim was to promote internal mobility and create growth opportunities.

SHFT 36T HTARE FUTATARYT FI Fe1aT ¢ell 3R AT F a6 3cTeed AT g

Layoffs in Other Companies

I FUAAT A ST

Apart from Google, other major tech companies that let go of employees recently include
Intel and Microsoft.

[T o 3ITaT, §Tel &1 # heTaTRET Sl o aTell AW cehailehl shufeiail # Intel 3K
Microsoft 2mfHe 81

Intel is planning to shut down its small automotive business and cut most workers
there.

Intel 379t BIET TR IfAe FI dg FTt 31X TBT & AT FHAARIT H Sealt H
ISTeAT §e1T TET &

Another report claimed that Intel is planning to lay off 15% to 20% of its factory
workers.

Teh 3T RAIC & grar fham Irm i Intel 3197 hardt gt 7 T 15% & 20% T STl it
&Y IISTeTT §o11 ET &

Microsoft is planning major cuts in its Xbox gaming division.

Microsoft 3791 Xbox AR Bfiarer & 9t el 1 Jrstar sa7 W

Earlier this month, Microsoft confirmed it would cut about 305 jobs, even after laying off
around 6,000 employees in May, or about 3% of its global workforce.

S8 HE T YT H, Microsoft ¥ IS I o ag 18797 305 AFRAT FATCH i, STafen
391 A H Ugol &Y oT91379T 6,000 FHARY, AT 379 Raew FRIT FT 3%, Heprer f&m am|
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Google’s Legal and Market Challenges
TS Y FEAT A TR & I oAt

In the coming months, U.S. Judge Amit Mehta is expected to consider proposed
remedies by the U.S. DOJ and Google to curb its status as an illegal monopoly in
some search markets.

3= aTel eV H, J,UW. FArTefier AT Agar earT U.S. DOJ 3R IETel gaRT JEifad
39T W fAaR R STet hT HHTEAT 8, TTich e Wl ARKCH 3 I3TeT hl I THIAHR T
ey T Qehr ST Th|

The DOJ has favoured measures like forced divestment of Chrome and the formation
of a Technical Committee to oversee legal compliance.

DOJ & Chrome ! 37eldT F& 3R FTefeit ATl I [HAIRTEA & fIT Teh Technical
Committee & 1o oI 3UTAT &l AT fRar g1

Google, however, supports lenient measures that do not significantly harm its
business or top position in the search market.

TET, IS 3oT AEAHA 3UTAT ohT HAYA AT & Sl SHS AT IT AT H HT oy
feufer =1 gehare it agam|
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How does a telephone intercom
function in an office setting?

The technology enabling seamless communication, both within and outside the organisation, is called EPABX. EPABX stands for ‘electronic private

automatic branch exchange’. The most critical component of an EPABX system is the switching mechanism

T.V.Venkateswaran

n most business environments,
telephone calls are typically
handled by a receptionist or
directed to specific extensions
using an internal intercom system. The
technology enabling this seamless
communication, both within and outside
the organisation, is called EPABX. This
system allows users to answer, transfer or
‘f’ forward calls as needed. It facilitates
internal communication between
different departments or branches,
streamlining workplace connectivity.

What is EPABX?
EPABX stands for ‘electronic private
automatic branch exchange’.

When an employee, say Arun, wishes
to call another colleague, Bharathi, within
the same office, the EPABX system follows
a structured procedure. Arun picks up the
phone, completing an electrical circuit
that sends an off-hook signal to the
EPABX. The system responds with a dial
tone, indicating that it is ready for input.
Upon dialling the extension number, for
example 104, the EPABX control unit
identifies the corresponding line and
connects Arun to Bharathi using its
internal switching matrix.

For external calls, the procedure differs
slightly. Arun begins by dialling an access
code (commonly 0), followed by the
external phone number. Instead of
routing the call internally, the EPABX
locates an available trunk line linked to
the public switched telephone network
(PSTN), which is the local telephone
exchange. The dialled number is
transmitted, and the call is connected,
with voice signals passing through the

EPABX to the external line.

If all trunk lines are occupied, the
caller may hear a busy tone, indicating
that no external lines are currently free.

How are incoming calls managed?
Incoming calls are managed differently
based on the EPABX system
configuration. The PSTN routes the call to
an available trunk line on the EPABX.
Older systems require a receptionist to
transfer calls manually, but modern
automatic EPABX systems enable callers
to dial extensions directly.

Advanced digital EPABX setups can be
programmed to play an interactive voice
response menu, prompt callers to enter
an extension or automatically route calls
to predefined numbers, such as a
reception desk. The switching unit then
connects the caller to the desired
extension without human intervention.

How does the switching mechanism
work?

The switching mechanism is the most
critical component of an EPABX system: it
directs calls to the correct destination.

In early systems from the 1970s and
1980s, electromechanical switches such
as crossbar relays were used. These
worked similarly to adjusting a ceiling fan
with a regulator, where turning a knob
moved internal components to establish
connections. When a call was initiated, an
electromagnet would pull a copper strip,
bridging two phone lines like a switch.
This physical connection allowed voice
signals to travel between extensions.

A basic electrical switch is like a tap.
Turn it ON and current flows; turn it OFF
and current stops. But telecom systems
like EPABX use more complex switches.

The simplest variety is called ‘single
pole, single throw’: it’s like a light switch.
The “single pole, double throw’ switch is
more complex: it has one input and two
output choices, like a fan regulator that
switches between speeds. An even more
complex switch is ‘double pole, double
throw’, which has two inputs and four
outputs.

Call switching in an EPABX is like a
railway yard. An incoming call is like a
train arriving at a central station with
numerous platforms. The EPABX is the
control system, directing the call to the
correct extension just like a railway point
switches guide trains to the right tracks.

When a user dials a number, the
EPABX activates the proper sequence of
relays, connecting the caller’s line to the
recipient’s line, much like aligning railway
tracks to allow a train to proceed
smoothly to its designated platform.
When the call ends, the relays are reset,
preparing the system for the next

L1

)
—

The top image shows the ‘single pole, double
throw’ switch and the bottom image represents
the ‘single pole, single throw’ switch.

connection.

Another way to visualise this switching
process is as a multi-level network. A
main incoming line can split into four
branch lines, like platforms 1 to 4. Each of
these branch lines can further sub-branch
into sub-extensions, for example, 11, 12,
13, 14 under line 1; 21, 22, 23, 24 under line
2; and so on. If a call is intended for
extension 104, the switcher activates the
corresponding combination of relay
switches in that order, completing the
circuit to the correct line.

What switching techs is used today?
With the growth of electronics in the
1980s, electromechanical switchers were
replaced with electronic devices. A more
advanced digital electronic system
converted each voice signal into digital by
using Pulse Code Modulation (PCM). It
further utilised Time Division
Multiplexing (TDM), wherein each voice
channel is assigned a time slot, enabling
multiple intercom users to use the system
simultaneously.

With the advent of internet
technologies, Voice over IP (VoIP)
technology is utilised in modern digital
PBX systems. Just as the IP address directs
your email to the recipient, voice or
multimedia communications are
transmitted over the internet to the
designated telephone instrument.

The evolution from electromechanical
relays to digital switching has significantly
enhanced EPABX systems. Today’s EPABX
technology integrates seamlessly with
modern communication tools, supporting
features like voicemail, call recording,
and automated attendants.

T.V. Venkateswaran is visiting professor,
IISER Mohali.

Functioning of a Telephone Intercom in an Office Setting

AT A TolIPIeT SEThIA FT HIAYOTTET

Functioning of EPABX System in Office Communication

SR H WAR 8 EPABX YOIl Y SIAoTTel

e In most business environments, telephone calls are typically handled by a
receptionist or directed to specific extensions using an internal intercom system.

HTUH SATATASF qTdEon H, T Hied FMAGN RN RAcerfaFe garT Ferel Sl &
7 AR SETHIA YOIl F ATeIH & RAfese reweeat ) FERT & s §1
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The technology enabling this seamless communication, both within and outside the
organisation, is called EPABX.
TIT+T F e 3R a8 3T Tt TAR FT TeTH et dTell dohelleh st EPABX &gT STl ¢

This system allows users to answer, transfer, or forward calls as needed.

IE U STARTRATIHT Sl HTALTHATTHR Hlel I &et, TATATARS FeA, AT BRES FLT
HT 3FATT &l 8

It facilitates internal communication between different departments or branches,
streamlining workplace connectivity.

Iz faffesr fasrmat am et & e 3TaRe TR o Ge78 gardt & 3R FriEge
FaAfFefd w1 geaafead F ¢

What is EPABX?
EPABX &7 87

EPABX stands for Electronic Private Automatic Branch Exchange.
EPABX &T qUT &9 § Electronic Private Automatic Branch Exchange|

When an employee, say Arun, wishes to call another colleague, Bharathi, within the
same office, the EPABX system follows a structured procedure.

TS IS HHTRT, S TN, 37T &7 HrRATrT H hey Tgahal SR &Y Shiel HIaAT AIgaT &, ar
EPABX JUTTell Ueh T UShaT &hT UTelel Sl g

Arun picks up the phone, completing an electrical circuit that sends an off-hook signal
to the EPABX.
37%UT PleT 33T §, mﬂwsaﬁgwaﬁwqgmaaﬂ?EPABXaﬁm-gwm

ST ST B

The system responds with a dial tone, indicating that it is ready for input.

YOIl Teh SRS X o ATY YTAfshar il 8, St g2iielm & foh I8 g1qe & folv I &
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o Upon dialling the extension number, e.g., 104, the EPABX control unit identifies the
line and connects Arun to Bharathi using its internal switching matrix.

104 S TFHCLN a1 ST et U, EPABX faa=or 391§ TafOa SIS &l Ugareial &
3R 319 3R Rafier AR o1 TR Htah 31707 S HRA F Shs & B

External Call Process

A ier T gimaT

o For external calls, the procedure differs slightly.

Y Fied & T gfehar M2 e g1 §1

e Arun dials an access code (commonly 0), followed by the external phone number.
37307 Ueh UFAH IS (37FER 0) ST LT &, SHh 916, ITg BleT e ST HLAT ¢ |

e The EPABX locates an available trunk line linked to the Public Switched Telephone
Network (PSTN).

EPABX Ueh 3UEIeY & olTgeT I Wil ¢ Sl Yfeeeh 1¥des ellble aeas (PSTN) & 53t
gl 81

e The dialled number is transmitted, and the call is connected with voice signals passing
through EPABX to the external line.

ST fohaT 31T e THIRA 81T g, 3R St EPABX & ATEIH W I8 TS b arad
Ryaerer & F1Y 33 ST B

o |If all trunk lines are occupied, the caller may hear a busy tone, indicating no external
lines are free.

IS weft g ATsel S 8, Al il Lol aTel I SFFd ST GoATS & Webell o, FoTEd Tl <rerelr
¢ o IS STEd STSe 3uerst el &

How are Incoming Calls Managed?

SARTAN Hled HY & YaiOT Far SATaT1 22

e Incoming calls are managed based on the EPABX system configuration.

SR AT e DI EPABX YUTTel! Y HITEHIReAT & YR W Y& id foham Sirar g
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The PSTN routes the call to an available trunk line on the EPABX.
PSTN &icT ST EPABX &I 39elet] o dTSel TR ¢ T ¢ |

Older systems require a receptionist to transfer calls manually.

QT Jonferat & shier T Ag3rell TG e o fow RAearfae v sraegenar g &1

Modern automatic EPABX systems allow callers to dial extensions directly.

amefars Faanfara EPABX TOTIforat shiol et dlell 3l TedaT TFHERNST STIe ohiel hl
31t Sl B
Advanced digital EPABX setups can play an interactive voice response (IVR) menu,

prompt callers to enter extensions, or automatically route calls to predefined numbers
like a reception desk.

3e=1d f3fSied EPABX #2319 U getudeq araw REdi=d (IVR) Al IolT o &, el
Yl dTel H UFHCAT Gof haTd § AT il ! qa-freife e, S Raeersr 3«7, W waa:
FE H ARA L

The switching unit then connects the caller to the desired extension without human
intervention.

g dTg feafRier gfae i Ht arel &I difed Teracere @ fae frd AT geaaia &
CIECIEY

Switching Mechanism in EPABX
EPABX # Rafdfsr a9

The switching mechanism is the most critical component of an EPABX system: it
directs calls to the correct destination.

feafer =, EPABX WOTTel &7 Had HAgcaqul U & T Hiod ol §el ded W HERIT
T B

In early systems from the 1970s and 1980s, electromechanical switches like
crossbar relays were used.

1970 311X 1980 & Fere T YT YOOI 7 saaFeHF e faw, ¥ & Flaar Ra,
ST 39INLT T SATAT 2AT|

These switches worked like a ceiling fan regulator, where turning a knob moved
internal components to establish connections.
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« When a call was initiated, an electromagnet pulled a copper strip, bridging two phone
lines like a switch.

TS el Y& T AT A, Y Teh FoTeIdTae U S few &1 diwar ar, forad & v
ATgat o drer e SiaT S[sTa ST

e This physical connection allowed voice signals to travel between extensions.

I #ifaw Sz ataw Rverew @1 fafdes vaweeral & dra yarfed et i 3Tt oor T

Types of Switches in Telecom

s & 9 & TR

¢ A basic electrical switch is like a tap: turn it ON and current flows; turn it OFF and
current stops.

U HTURUT SATFeHe Foaa o7el 7 g eIaT &: T A Y FE JaIfee aiar §; g HY ar
FIC TF ST & |

¢ EPABX uses more complex switches.

EPABX 3110 sifeer fRaw &1 39dier ear B

e The simplest is ‘Single Pole, Single Throw (SPST)’: like a light switch.
a0 A T giar & 'fAerer QYer, fRAarer Y (SPST)': Ig ase Rag it g giar gl

e ‘Single Pole, Double Throw (SPDT) has one input and two output choices, like a fan
regulator.

'fAarer Oer, 39 9Y (SPDT)' # & Fe1qe 3R &Y 3m3eYe fashod g1d 8, S8 et T[eleX|

e ‘Double Pole, Double Throw (DPDT)’ is more complex: it has two inputs and four
outputs.

‘ST GIel, 39 YT (DPDT)' 31 o Sifeer gl 8: 56 &Y a7qe 3R IR 3m3eye &1 &

Call Switching Analogy
Fier feafdior $r garen

e Call switching in an EPABX is like a railway yard.
EPABX # &hicT [Eafeiar &l Ueh YeTd ATE & JoialT hl ST Hehell & |
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An incoming call is like a train arriving at a central station with multiple platforms.

Teh 3T ATell hiel Teh o T TG BT & SiY el FAA IR S TSI & A1y Tgacl ¢

EPABX is the control system, directing the call to the correct extension, like railway
points guide trains to right tracks.

EPABX Teh faa=o1 qomelY §, i il o HEY TFHEAT TR Holcl &, i TeTd TaTse et ahr
TR F R ATI R

When a user dials a number, EPABX activates relays, connecting caller’s line to the
recipient’s line, like aligning tracks.

SIS IS YT A ST FIAT &, A EPABX RSt Fr TfhT 73ar g 3R e
TS ! Yol I ATgeT T ST &, ST ¢ hl TP AT |

When the call ends, relays are reset, preparing the system for the next connection.

SIS Siel FATCT gicT &, A Reer e &1 Sl €, 5aa 3016l Faterere & T yomel IR &
ST g

Switching as Network Tree

RafRiar #) Acas & i Re THAST

Visualise switching as a multi-level network.

TEafI9T ol Ueh Adl-Ade Aedd ol ae ¢QT oIl TohdT ¢l

A main incoming line splits into 4 branch lines, like platforms 1 to 4.

Teh {ET SARIAT A3, 4 AT AT 3 [IATSA BIell &, 51 CoATHIA 1§ 41

Each branch has sub-extensions: e.g. under line 1 — 11, 12, 13, 14; under line 2 — 21,
22, 23, 24, and so on.

YA ST & HE-UFHEUT Bl & o1 ol1SeT 1 & 37d9Td — 11, 12, 13, 14; 18T 2 & 3idaid
— 21,22, 23, 24 37fe|

For extension 104, the switcher activates a combination of relay switches,
completing the circuit.

TFHE 104 & AT, fFawx Reler &1 gaterT @i widr &, orad afée quaian g

Switching Technologies Used Today
HTST 39T FY AT arelt g awad
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+ With electronics growth in the 1980s, electromechanical switchers were replaced
with electronic devices.

1980 F E2AF H FAFCIAFH o AT & AT, FAFCIAB TR [€ad I FoAFCI o
YOI F Seo o I=m|

o Digital systems convert voice signals into digital form using Pulse Code Modulation
(PCM).

ffSeer yonforat, afad f&sTer I Pulse Code Modulation (PCM) ZaRT 3foreer &7 &
aRafdd # gl

e They also use Time Division Multiplexing (TDM), assigning each voice channel a
time slot, enabling simultaneous usage.

3 guniforaT Time Division Multiplexing (TDM) T $if 3T 3l §, ST8T I3 araq
AT Y GHY Telle &A1 ST &, THTS Thary 39ANr 979 g Irar B

o With internet technologies, Voice over IP (VoIP) is used in modern digital PBX
systems.

geTIT ddel & A1, Voice over IP (VolIP) 1 39ier 3myfes fBfdree PBX wonfart 3
forar STar 8

o Like IP address routes emails, voice/multimedia communications are sent over the
internet to the target device.

S IP TS £ T ANERIT AT §, 3 & aaA/AEHAEAT TR Fi $e-e F ATLTH J
Idey f3arsT d& AT AT gl

Benefits of Modern EPABX Switching

amyfas EPABX feafiar & amr

e The shift from electromechanical relays to digital switching has significantly
enhanced EPABX systems.

saFedF AR o O Bfoesd a7 sgara 3 EPABX gunforay st 1Y dgav =1
feam g

Today’s EPABX integrates with modern communication tools, supporting features like
voicemail, call recording, and automated attendants.

317eT ST EPABX YUTTelT 3Te[fereh W 3O & S[Seht alsqad, Hiel Repiiser, 3R Faaifaa
HETIF Siel GIAE3it o1 FHSH Tl &
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Van Mahotsav — Festival of
Trees

gl AglcHd — Ja&T 3c0q

Van Mahotsav means “A Great Forest

Festival” (from Sanskrit ‘Van’ = forest,
‘Mahotsav’ = great festival).

g Agicqd &1 37y § “Ag ao1-3cqa”
(FEF A ‘T’ = ST, ‘AIeHT’ = 937 3c0) |
. It is an annual week-long tree-planting

festival in India, celebrated from 1-7 July,
aligned with the onset of the monsoon.

Ig Ueh a1 CATESIR Telel aTell J&TRIIOT 3cHd

A c ‘
Visual question: %-: Sn- 1-7 \?',T‘“'é' Eﬁl’ HATAT SITAT %, Gn- mr {,W m
Identify this American aviator who disappeared on July 2, 1937. -\q- ﬁa- ardr %|
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Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily
quiz: 1. The meaning of ‘Van Mahotsav’. Ans: “Van”
means forest and “Mahotsav” means great festival
2. This person organised the first tree-planting week in
July 1947 that inspired Van Mahotsav. Ans: Botanist
M.S. Randhawa organised it from July 20-27, 1947
3. The year in which Van Mahotsav become a national
festival. Ans: In 1950, K.M. Munshi made it the
national festival and shifted it to the first week of
July

4. The reason why Van Mahotsav is observed during the
first week of July in India. Ans: The onset of the
monsoon improves the survival rates of newly
planted trees

5. This government body is responsible for organising
the Van Mahotsav. Ans: The Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change promotes Van Mahotsav
nationwide

6. This person said “A growing tree is the living symbol of
a progressive nation.” Ans: Jawaharlal Nehru

Visual: Identify the woman planting the sapling. Ans:
Edwina Mountbatten

o Objectives & Significance
384T U9 Aged

o Historical Origin and Evolution

g seafa 3k Rem

The first national tree-planting week
was organized by botanist

M. S. Randhawa from 20-27 July 1947.

Notable attendees included Khurshid
Ahmad Khan, Jawaharlal Nehru,
Rajendra Prasad, and Lady
Mountbatten.

Tg T TSI JETRII0T HCATg 20-27
AT 1947 H TH.UH. THTET ST
st feam aram o, foad gaqa
Suteaforat 7 gefig sewe @,
STATEYATe Ag®, eig THIG U 8T
A3cded U
. In 1950, K. M. Munshi, then Union
Minister for Agriculture & Food,
institutionalized the event, renamed it
Van Mahotsav, and moved it to first

week of July to coincide with
monsoons.

1950 # &.va. Haef o 38 i @d &9
ST & o, SHT ATH & HEewHa 1T
3R 3 ATYA & GHI TS FY Igelt
HTATE H TR X G|

Promote afforestation, increase green cover, and raise awareness about

environmental conservation.

FARIOT, g 3Ta0T Fa7aT, 31T 9ATE0T EIETOT & T TR S|

e  Provide fruit trees, fodder, shelter belts, control soil erosion, and support

biodiversity.

FeGR U3, TS & 9N, AROT d¢€, F{aT Herd faa7or, 3R da fafderar & aad=)

e Celebrate life with community participation—schools, NGOs, civic bodies, and

citizens plant millions of saplings.

Shaet &7 3cHd ATTT—fagareral, NGO, AR A& qarT #Ust 9ier AT fahw S

gl
e  Why in First Week of July?
TS HT Tgell FedTe A FAI?

It aligns with the monsoon onset, providing optimal soil moisture for sapling
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survival.
IE ATAYA YT glel oh T AT TIT &, i it & Shfaa @t & fow ameet fAedy r sk

T T &
¢ Key Personalities
T S
M. S. Randhawa (1909-1986): Civil servant, botanist, initiated the first plantation
drive.

TH.TY. {umaT: {fae Aar, aeeafafde, Seeia ggar glerigor arffae 31T fFam
¢ K. M. Munshi: Institutionalized and renamed the festival in 1950.
&.0H. Feelt: Siegiel 1950 & HglcHd i FEAMTT &9 fem|
e Contemporary Celebrations
Iy fas scua
Van Mahotsav continues nationwide: schools, government bodies, NGOs plant trees;
awareness campaigns, workshops, seminars, art contests are common.

fagaTeral, FXarY fsrl, NGO GaRT SR 7 SRR Ui oR1IT ST §; SIeTeahaT

e Theme for 2025: “Ek Paudha Maa Ke Naam”, encouraging plantation in mothers’
honor.

2025 T [ “ua gt AT & A1, TSTd Aranit & TFATT 7 gl s & dicargd
T I |

e Example: Uttar Pradesh plans to plant 35 crore saplings under “Plantation 2025”
scheme with themed forests like Atal Van, Ekta Van, Oxy Van, Gopal Van, etc.

3CTEIUT; 36T & 7 “Plantation 2025” J1ST=TT & 37deTd 35 F18 GiEr 91y T J1eTaTr &,
fSTH 3red a1, ThdT a4, i) a1, MuTer g T A To7 F=717 S|

o Benefits & Impact
ATH TT IHIT
Enhances air quality, combats climate change, conserves soil and water, and
supports urban greening.
Ig Y T R ¢, Serary IRacheT @ 3T 8, HaT Ud STel HIETT el ¢, 3R gl
ghareh &1 gada Far gl

e Boosts mental health, community spirit, ecological balance, and biodiversity
protection.

Ig AT TIRLY, ARSI araa, aIRTeufas dqera, 3R st fRAferar aator #r
JeraT gl
 Examples to Aid Understanding

Heol 3cTeYT

School Tree Drive: Students plant native saplings, water them during monsoon,
learn tree care.
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fagaTer gat 3rfdrareT: ezt Furefr aie oemra €, AT 7 3% Tl & 8, 3R asi

T W@ B
e Community Garden: Neighbours convert unused space into garden, plant fruit trees,
and share harvest.

QIHASTRIF 3ITA: TSIH YT SIME TR T =11 8, BelgR U8 911 8 3R 39Ut |igim
ERC R
o Urban Plantation: Civic bodies plant shade-trees along streets to reduce urban heat.

AE FATRIYOT: TR TAHI WSl R BI9 aTel U3 o091 &, dTfeh AFL ATIHATT € Hh |

e lllustrations & Infographics
See above image carousel for typical Van Mahotsav tree-planting scenes,
community drives, and symbolic graphics.

FW & SAST hIAol H FoT Aglewd o FETRIIOT g2, WHSTRAF AT, 3R welipreas
o=t o 2T ST I g
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Cabinet okays
1 lakh crore
scheme to
incentivise
private sector
in R&D

...........................

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday approved a %I-
lakh crore Research Deve-
lopment and Innovation
(RDI) scheme that aims to
incentivise the private sec-
tor to invest in basic re-
search that would translate
into innovative products
and technologies.

Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman first an-
nounced the creation of
such a fund in her interim
Budget speech of 2024.

A horizon for the fund
has not been specified. Ho-
wever, the Ministry of
Science and Technology,
which is to be administra-
tively in charge of the cor-
pus, had an additional
320,000 crore allotment in
its Budgetary allocation for
the 2025-26 financial year,
officials had told The Hin-
du earlier this year.

The larger aim is to have
India, like advanced techn-
ological countries, have
private sector chip in more
than government to fund
basic research.

Funds, however, would
be provided only for pro-
ducts that had reached a
certain level of develop-
ment and market poten-
tial. “TRL-4 [Technological
Readiness Level -4] pro-
jects, which usually face
the highest risk for want of
financial support would be
considered,” Minister for
IT Ashwini Vaishnaw said
during a Union Cabinet
press briefing.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Cabinet okays %1 lakh crore scheme to incentivise
private sector in R&D

Ffaae o srerauUTe va fAw (R&D) # S & #
Yicarfed 3 & T €1 ar@ F03 H D= H A &

The Union Cabinet on Tuesday approved a ¥1-lakh crore Research
Development and Innovation (RDI) scheme that aims to incentivise
the private sector to invest in basic research that would translate
into innovative products and technologies.

HICAR F HFET ARASH o 1 1@ FO3 Y I7aee, e 3 e
(RDI) ATt Y FordY &, foraant 35gea st & &1 Ao sregwemer
Ay := F AT NIRRT F31 8, WY Farar) 3care 3k awas

s faa v a1 7|

. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman first announced the creation of
such a fund in her interim Budget speech of 2024.

o 70 fAeter daRAYT 7 5T a8 & % T GV J9H Ugal 31 2024 &
HARHA T sTyor 7 Fi Y|

. A horizon for the fund has not been specified. However, the Ministry
of Science and Technology, which is to be administratively in charge of the
corpus, had an additional ¥20,000 crore allotment in its Budgetary allocation
for the 2025-26 financial year, officials had told The Hindu earlier this year.

3 6T FATC it Fase A¢t Y 7§ § | &Teliien, T i se e dame, o
SH %3 T TATH A THR THTCII, T 2025-26 AT a¥ & a=ie 7 20,000 F(3
1 arfarRera T 3mafed & 915 oY, I8 STAehRT TRRIRGT o S8 Aol T YEHTT 7
g RgHr &Y |

. The larger aim is to have India, like advanced technological countries,
have private sector chip in more than government to fund basic research.

ST ST 3603 TG ¢ Toh AR T Ieoid ddheiehl 20T ST g EIFR & 3+
forslY &rr ot Ao reaeer & faaaiyor  erefiedy & fov dicarfed |
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e Funds, however, would be provided only for products that had reached a certain level
of development and market potential.

gTelifeh, B8 shdel 3o 3cqTel FT 8 AT FAT6, 5 vk A & F R 3k TR
HHTFATH I TgT Ik B

e “TRL-4 [Technological Readiness Level -4] projects, which usually face the highest
risk for want of financial support would be considered,” Minister for IT Ashwini
Vaishnaw said during a Union Cabinet press briefing.

=T Sleafarehy 7 arfRaeht dwora o S Hiasre S 9a shithar 7 g1 & “TRL-4
[sigaifarehr dear TR 4] IRAAT, 5o AR R T Fgrar & 79 7 g
377 TR &7 T FET ISl &, oo A Hear & smafr|”
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‘Manufacturing rises
to 14-month high on
buoyant exp ort orders’

GS Paper IlI: Export

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Manufacturing  activity
rose to a 14-month high in
June 2025 on the back of
strong export orders, ac-
cording to a private sector
survey.

The HSBC India Manu-
facturing Purchasing Man-
agers’ Index rose to 58.4 in
June, up from 57.6 in May.

The performance in
June was the highest since
April 2024 and well above
the Index’s long-run aver-
age of 54.1.

“The  manufacturing

The performance in
June was well above
the Index’s long-run
average of 54.1

sector experienced a
strong end to the first fiscal
quarter, marked by im-
proved trends in output
and new orders, alongside
a record upturn in employ-
ment,” the report said.

“Companies also wel-
comed one of the fastest in-
creases in external orders
in the over 20 years of sur-
vey history.”

Manufacturing rises
to 14-month high on
buoyant export
orders

faaTa aneal A ashr &
RIfFATr 14 78 &
3TUAH TR W Iga1

Manufacturing activity rose
to a 14-month high in June
2025 on the back of strong
export orders, according to
a private sector survey.

fasht & & adator & AR,
ST 2025 F ASGd g
el & g RAfaator
AR 14 7S & 3TaaH
wwwgimél

e The HSBC India
Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers’ Index rose to 58.4
in June, up from 57.6 in May.

TRRATHT AT 390 STT  JgaT 58.4 81 31T, Sl A H 57.6 T

e The performance in June was the highest since April 2024 and well above the Index’s
long-run average of 54.1.

STeT T YG2TeT 3Ter 2024 & 9T T 3 181 3N g i & Qaaifas 3iwad 54.1 9

FTHY FYT AT|
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 “The manufacturing sector experienced a strong end to the first fiscal quarter,
marked by improved trends in output and new orders, alongside a record upturn in
employment,” the report said.

RGE 7 ohgr 9 for Rafawtor &= o farelter ad i geelt faaméY =71 Frorqw waTae o,
et sereet 3 A1w el # Fuw, 3R AeemR # Reeis gefer ot 73

o “Companies also welcomed one of the fastest increases in external orders in the over
20 years of survey history.”

“wJ&ToT & 20 FNT & fART 7 Hulardl o arEdt ameel F Fa@ A1 I A I U &1 TR
|
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Indian 10-year bond
yield to remain soft’

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

Yield on India’s bench-
mark 10-year bonds will
stay soft in July, according
to Bank of Baroda (BoB)
Research.

“India’s 10Y yield is ex-
pected to have a softening
bias and likely to trade in
the range of 6.25- 6.35% in
the current month. The
current degree of correc-
tion is on account of some
expectation-driven pricing
by traders led on anticipa-
tion that most of the front-
loading of rate cuts by RBI
had already happened. Ho-
wever, the current MPC mi-
nutes have been dovish,
hinting at further space be-
ing available if we look in
terms of neutral interest
rates,” wrote Dipanwita
Mazumdar, economist at
BoB Research, in a note.

Besides, the outflow of
foreign investments on ac-
count of low interest rate
differential between India
and the U.S. may have also
contributed to the “stiffen-
ing of yield,” she wrote.

Domestic 10Y yield cor-
rected in June after three
consecutive months of fall,
Ms. Mazumdar wrote .

“The paper traded bet-
ween 6.25% and 6.37% in
June compared with
6.24%-6.40% in the month
before, with an increase in
monthly volatility, despite
RBI quickening the pace of
rate cuts. Further, the
change in stance to neutral
sparked anticipation this
might be data dependent.
Further, some impact on
10Y yield was on account
of higher outflow in FAR
securities at $1.2 billion
and in debt VRR at $0.7 bil-
lion in June,” she added.

Indian 10-year bond
yield to remain soft

AR 10-q91T dies Ao
SIIH (gt T FHTIAT

Yield on India’s benchmark 10-
year bonds will stay soft in July,
according to Bank of Baroda
(BoB) Research.

d 3iT% g3ieT (BoB) Rud &
ITAR, #RA F STATH 10-a9i7
dies & Aoz JaTs # 7A T+l
qHl B

e “India’s 10Y yield is expected to
have a softening bias and likely to
trade in the range of 6.25-6.35% in the
current month.

“$TRT T 10-a¥tT Ao & a3+ i
Yqfe 6ot T GHIGT § AR I aTe] ATE
H 6.25% & 6.35% T AT H FRITR
X qHAT 8

e The current degree of correction is
on account of some expectation-
driven pricing by traders led on
anticipation that most of the
frontloading of rate cuts by RBI had
already happened.

TAHAT A ST GUR S8 IR, I8
MR SanT Fr 313 IFaTT-3rene
Hed fAeRor & wRoT R, fSegia) A
ST T RBI gaRT &1 # rferarer
Feldt age € 8T THr 8

e However, the current MPC minutes have been dovish, hinting at further space being
available if we look in terms of neutral interest rates,” wrote Dipanwita Mazumdar,
economist at BoB Research, in a note.

gretifeh, IaAT Alfga Ay IfRATY (MPC) A do F MAc MATT I R §, W aAFd S
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¢ foh 39N 8 Ty SuTer &3 o giSeehlvr & W o arfereh wekdt iy gjsmeer 3ol oft s &7
v dte R 1 srdere dafeaar ASFHER F U Al 7 forr|

o Besides, the outflow of foreign investments on account of low interest rate
differential between India and the U.S. may have also contributed to the “stiffening of
yield,” she wrote.

S 37ITdT, 3egisy o foh R 31 3T F fi s71er R & F7 3T & HRoT fageh
foraer &1 afgetaa oY dies & F39eT I FH A9 F FHaT gl

o Domestic 10Y yield corrected in June after three consecutive months of fall, Ms.
Mazumdar wrote.

drfeaar AqFER o forar i a¥e 10-a¥ia Aies 7 @emar die #diet F fRrae & a1¢ 567
# GUR QT I
e “The paper traded between 6.25% and 6.37% in June compared with 6.24%—6.40% in

the month before, with an increase in monthly volatility, despite RBI quickening the
pace of rate cuts.

‘ST A YT 6.25% A 6.37% 1 AT 7 HRISR AT 6T, Siafeh oa 7de I8 6.24%—
6.40% 1 T 7 o1, R A 3rfPeRar  gefr gl a1, sraspe 3 fo RBI & &0 &
wetdt iy arfa asr

¢ Further, the change in stance to neutral sparked anticipation this might be data
dependent.

S 3TCITdT, T FI deTT FIA F AT 3 I8 e Uer Fif fF afosy 7 f[oy ge-
TR & Thd |

e Further, some impact on 10Y yield was on account of higher outflow in FAR securities
at $1.2 billion and in debt VRR at $0.7 billion in June, she added.

3egiet 31T et foh ST A FAR wfasiforat & $1.2 fafdrrer 30 %ot VRR & $0.7 fafeerer &
3rfere et & ot off 10-affar des ax werma e
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‘India should lead innovation around
6G, aim for 10% of global 6G patents’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

As India’s telecom ecosys-
tem is readying 6G test-
beds, Minister of State for
Communications Chandra
Sekhar Pemmasani has
urged start-ups and indus-
try players to aim for 10%
global patents on 6G, the
sixth generation of wireless
cellular technology, by
2030.

The Minister felt the
country needed to step up
and lead 6G innovations to-
wards the global roll-out of
the technology and the
country should target at
least 10% of global patents
around emerging 6G tech-

Chandra Sekhar Pemmasani

nologies by 2030.

“Hopefully, at least 10%
of the patents can be from
India by 2030. We missed
the boat for 2G, 3G, 4G,
and even for 5G,” he
stated.

Speaking at the Benga-
luru roadshow of India Mo-
bile Congress 2025 on

Tuesday, the Minister said,
India’s telecommunication
sector has achieved a
transformative growth in
the last 10 years, moving
away from ‘digital divide’
to ‘digital dominance’ and
now the country should
aim for bigger things.
Elaborating on India’s
dominance in telecom and
connectivity, he said, some
95% of rural India has ac-
cess to 4G, has a mobile
subscriber base of 1.2 bil-
lion and around a billion
broadband connections.
The country, already the
second largest telecom
market in the world, would
be investing $18 billion to
connect 40,000 gram pan-

chayats, and this would
bring over 1.5 crore rural
households under high-
speed internet connectivi-
ty via subsidies, all leading
towards an ICT democrati-
sation, he observed.

The government also es-
tablished 500 5G labs at va-
rious educational institu-
tions so that students,
researchers, and start-ups
could test applications.
The country also has the
largest rural connectivity
under BharatNet, which
covers close to 2.2 lakh vil-
lages. Minister Pemmasani
further said the country to-
day was the second largest
manufacturer of mobile
phones.

India should lead innovation aroundEG, aim for 10% of
global 6G patents

HA T 6G AATGR A Aed FIT AT, IR IRaF 6G ¥ee F1
10% & TH=IT ATgT

As India’s telecom ecosystem is readying 6G testbeds, Minister of State for
Communications Chandra Sekhar Pemmasani has urged start-ups and industry
players to aim for 10% global patents on 6G by 2030.

ST AR FT TN SHITATEH 6G Teron i o w3 w1 2, a9 §UR T 7+ ggaay
YFATHTAT F FETE-37° 311X 3G Sora § 2030 aF dRaw 6G 9 7 10% FFragr &1
6T T@A T 38 fFaAT 2

e The Minister felt the country needed to step up and lead 6G innovations towards the
global roll-out of the technology and should target at least 10% of global patents
around emerging 6G technologies by 2030.
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FAT oY HGHH T foh =1 T 6G FATARY ¥ T TGHT Afed FAT TIST 31X 2030 TF
3HTAY 6G dhellhl H FH T FH 10% 3RTH 9T 7 o7& W1 A1RTI

e “Hopefully, at least 10% of the patents can be from India by 2030. We missed the
boat for 2G, 3G, 4G, and even for 5G,” he stated.

Soglel ohel, “3MeM ¢ [ 2030 d& &7 A FH 10% I HRT A & Iod ¢ | g« 2G, 3G, 4G
3R 8T a= & 56 # Y 3aax @ ey

e Speaking at the Bengaluru roadshow of India Mobile Congress 2025 on Tuesday,
the Minister said, India’s telecommunication sector has achieved transformative
growth in the last 10 years, moving from ‘digital divide’ to ‘digital dominance’, and
now the country should aim for bigger things.

HITTAR Y FoTel® A 331 ANager FET 2025 F W3 A & HN F gl o #RA & THAR
& & e 10 aut & 81 9eang g1fldd [Far g, s ‘Bfee 3av F ‘Bfoed auwa fr
§¢ T §, 3R 31 320 T a3 TN T 3N dgeT AR

o Elaborating on India’s dominance in telecom and connectivity, he said, some 95% of
rural India has access to 4G, has a mobile subscriber base of 1.2 billion and around
a billion broadband connections.

W@rmaﬁraﬁﬁcﬁa#mw%ﬁmyﬁﬁm%mgs%m
AR H 4G FATFTAEN 3UCTSH §, 1.2 3R ANIS AT & 3R M 1 IR J1543 FATereT
gl

e The country, already the second largest telecom market in the world, would be
investing $18 billion to connect 40,000 gram panchayats, and this would bring over 1.5
crore rural households under high-speed internet connectivity via subsidies, all
leading towards an ICT democratisation, he observed.

&er, S Ige I &) 5T T GHT HaW 937 SNHIA TR &, $18 3 T G2 FX 40,000
ATH TEIIE T SSeT ST T 8, f9ad 1.5 w08 areior aiart i afeus F areas & as-
T3 geTeiT Fatfarerad) [Fol 3R Ig ITSHIET F Ahd=Hhor HI fG2AT 7 Teh e gram|

e The government also established 500 5G labs at various educational institutions so
that students, researchers, and start-ups could test applications.

WHR o [T et FEuy=t 7 500 5G de@ TG 61 §, arfes a1, aersar X
F2E-3H 319 TiCeThere &t G{IaToT =Y b |
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e The country also has the largest rural connectivity under BharatNet, which covers
close to 2.2 lakh villages. Minister Pemmasani further said the country today was the
second largest manufacturer of mobile phones.

22T & T AT F ded TG 37 ATHUT FaAFe A Aecah g, ST AT 2.2 a1 ia)
e YT § | HAY QEATHTAT o 33T hgT fob TR JTST AIATgel BT HT GET HW T3 3cAGH
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UK. Iab promises a/c revolution sans pollution

Agence France-Presse
CAMBRIDGE, UNITED
KINGDOM

The soft, waxy “solid re-
frigerant” being investigat-
ed in a U.K. laboratory may
not look very exciting, but
its unusual properties pro-
mise an air-conditioning
revolution that could elimi-
nate the need for green-
house gases. The substanc-
e’s temperature can vary
by more than 50 degrees
Celsius (90 degrees Fah-
renheit) under pressure
and unlike the gases cur-
rently used in appliances,
it does not leak.

“They don’t contribute
to global warming, but also
they are potentially more
energy efficient,” Xavier
Moya, a professor of mate-
rials physics at the Univer-
sity of Cambridge, told
AFP. Approximately two

Green cooling: A member of staff holds barocaloric material used
by Barocal in solid state cooling technology at Cambridge. Arp

billion air-conditioner un-
its are in use worldwide,
and the number is increas-
ing as the planet warms.

Between leaks and ener-
gy consumption, the emis-
sions associated with them
are also increasing each
year, according to the In-
ternational Energy Agency
(IEA).

Mr. Moya has been stu-
dying the properties of
these plastic crystals in his
laboratory at the presti-
gious U.K. university for 15
years. On his work surface,
a large red and grey ma-
chine, topped with a cylin-
der, tests how the tempera-
ture of a substance
changes under pressure.

The aim is to identify
the best refrigerants
among this class of mate-
rials, which are already
used by the chemical in-
dustry and relatively easy
to obtain, even if the exact
composition of the crystals
eventually selected re-
mains secret.

The phenomenon is in-
visible to the naked eye,
but these crystals are com-
posed of molecules that
spin on their own axis.

When the substance is
squeezed, that movement
stops and the energy is dis-
sipated in the form of heat.

When released, the sub-
stance cools its surround-
ings in what is known as
the “barocaloric effect”.

“We’re expecting de-
mand for air-conditioning
to increase hugely, global-
ly, between now and
2050,” Cliff Elwell, a pro-

fessor of building physics
at University College Lon-
don, told AFP. He believes
barocaloric solids have the
potential to be as efficient
as gas, if not more so.

“But whatever we intro-
duce as new technologies
always has to hit the basic
requirements,” which in-
clude being compact and
quiet enough for use in
homes and cars, he said.

Alongside his research
at Cambridge, Mr. Moya
founded the start-up Baro-
cal in 2019 to turn his re-
search group’s discoveries
into tangible products.

It employs nine people
and has its own laboratory,
which is now a modest
container in a parking lot.

But the start-up is at-
tracting interest and in re-
cent years has raised
around $4.5 million, nota-
bly from the European In-

U.K. lab promises a/c revolution sans pollution

.. Y JARTRATAT f&AT 9guor F €. HY. FHifer F7 argT FIA ®

novation Council -- an EU
programme involving the
UK. — and Breakthrough
Energy, an umbrella group
of initiatives founded by
U.S. billionaire Bill Gates to
reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. It plans to in-
crease its workforce to 25
or 30 this year.

The first air-conditioner
prototype is the size of a
large suitcase and hums
quite loudly when a hy-
draulic circuit increases or
decreases the pressure in-
side the four crystal-filled
cylinders. But it works. A
small refrigerator is at-
tached to the system, and
the cans of soda inside are
perfectly chilled. The pro-
totype has “not really been
optimised yet for either
mass, volume or even
sound”,  acknowledged
Mohsen Elabbadi, a mate-
rials engineer at Barocal.

The soft, waxy “solid refrigerant” being investigated in a U.K. laboratory may not
look very exciting, but its unusual properties promise an air-conditioning
revolution that could eliminate the need for greenhouse gases.

&, N TF YANTRATAT F ST AT 6T HATIH, Al 31 Iberie” d@at # |rerRor aer
ThdT &, AfheT SHHT IATYROT FAAYATT Auft v.dY. FHifer 1 arer F3ch & Y dAgEw i)
&Y ITIRTFHAT FY FHATCT FI Tehel! B
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e The substance’s temperature can vary by more than 50 degrees Celsius (90 degrees
Fahrenheit) under pressure and unlike the gases currently used in appliances, it does
not leak.

3T TSIy ST dI9HATA ga1d & ded 50 B33 afcaaw (90 Baft wRetgrse) & 310 seo dhar
& 3 adAeT &/ 39Aier & W At & /Audia, I8 o A8 gl g1

o “They don’t contribute to global warming, but also they are potentially more energy
efficient,” said Xavier Moya, professor of materials physics at the University of
Cambridge.

HFaer fRreafigmey 7 ReRaew foew F MR Sfda A F &er, A F O 7T
aIfaT # Frereret a1 §, AR Gead: St Fere gl

e Approximately two billion air-conditioner units are in use worldwide, and the number
is increasing as the planet warms.

gfoTaT 7T 3 FITSTT &Y IR TAR-HENE JfATH 3TAT 7 § 3R S-S et e ST W e,
SoTehT TEAT 96 T &

o Between leaks and energy consumption, the emissions associated with them are
also increasing each year, according to the International Energy Agency (IEA).

et 3R TSt @I & HROT 3AN ST ScHoNT &Y TTel IG T &, HAWSET Fft Torelt
(IEA) & 37[aR |

e Mr. Moya has been studying the properties of these plastic crystals in his lab at the
U.K. university for 15 years.

AT AT 15 T8t A 51 cATi¥es Preced & JUN ol HeaTeT %, Reafagrera 7 soeh
SATETRITeT 7 Y 3 ¢

e Alarge red and grey machine, topped with a cylinder, tests how the temperature of a
substance changes under pressure.

T g2 ATt 3 A 7T, Toreh IR v Aol §, T8 IeT0T I & [ gama 3 fohedt
YTy T dATIHATT F dEoaT g

e The aim is to identify the best refrigerants among this class of materials, which are
already used by the chemical industry and are relatively easy to obtain.

3C0T 31 TIATIAT H & HAASS IpoIieH HT IgaTe el g, S Jgel U & T fas
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3T H JYF &1 T6T & IR AT & Sqerety 37 ¢

o Even if the exact composition of the crystals selected remains secret.

Hl 8 I 7T FrFeew S Tl AT M1 TG 975 87|

e The phenomenon is invisible to the naked eye, but these crystals are composed of
molecules that spin on their own axis.

T TeTT FveT JrEt & Rramé ¢t &, AfreT I Rrreew 0¥ 3073t & a9 gl € o ol ey
WA Bl 6|

¢ When the substance is squeezed, that movement stops and the energy is dissipated
as heat.

ST 38 UETS T G@IT AT &, AT I8 gUTe & STl § 3R ST At & ¥ # @awerd 8

e When released, the substance cools its surroundings in what is known as the
“barocaloric effect”.

9 ©T3 AT ST §, A Tg Uerd 3797 3TTH-UTH Sl 38T FIdT §, o “aRiFaiE q3ma”
HET ST B |

o “We're expecting demand for air-conditioning to increase hugely, globally, between
now and 2050,” said Cliff Elwell, professor at University College London.

fAafEé Fiaer deeT & ThaT fFeds Taded o gl “37d @ oy 2050 e giaiar R
TR -FHERITAT B AT Tt 3T sgat 1 3FAE B

e He believes barocaloric solids have the potential to be as efficient as gas, if not
more so.

3o¢ faare § o aridaRe ot vare 3w foraet € e, ar 3@@ o 31f2res perer g wahat
gl

« “But whatever we introduce as new technologies always has to hit the basic
requirements,” such as being compact and quiet for homes and cars, he said.

3egiel T, “elfehet SiY 871 71§ dehelleh & ol €, 3o AT HA HTARTHATIN T T HI=AT
giam,” SR o el 3R FRY & e Firdee 3R ania g
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Alongside his research at Cambridge, Mr. Moya founded the start-up Barocal in 2019
to turn his research into tangible products.

FEFST 7 3797 T & TU-ITY, A AT ¥ 2019 F FSTE-3T Barocal ST TATIAT T drfer
3797 MY T FREATIF IcUTET H Sl oIl Toh |

It employs nine people and has its own laboratory, currently in a modest container in
a parking lot.

sgH At AT FRR & 3R 3TehT 319 YAEreer 8, St holglel Ueh HTHRUT dhed? 3 qTfehar
& 7 Rua gl

The start-up is attracting interest and has raised around $4.5 million, notably from the
European Innovation Council and Breakthrough Energy, founded by Bill Gates.

Ig FIE-319 T TR T BT & 31N 38 or9rera1 $4.5 Aforger Serv §, v sw &
TONT TR aRwg 3R 3y wesit (Sraer vumaer fer dea o 6 o) 91

It plans to increase its workforce to 25 or 30 this year.

IE 3 IV 39T FHART WEIT 25 AT 30 T SGTeT T ATSTAT 51T &T

The first air-conditioner prototype is the size of a large suitcase and hums loudly as
hydraulic circuits alter pressure inside crystal-filled cylinders.

agell T.HY. WICIeTST U 93 geahd & TN &l ¢ 3N 519 gesifas afde fhece @ o
el # gera seerd &, o 78 SR & i &

A small refrigerator is attached, and the cans of soda inside are perfectly chilled.

S T BIeT fver 53T & 3R 3 37eT T AIST & el U Re 33 8

The prototype has “not really been optimised yet for either mass, volume or sound,”
said Mohsen Elabbadi, materials engineer at Barocal.

Barocal & #eRIe sSfAuT ATl vasard) o grT, 39 Uleiersy &l 3130 d& a9, ITHR

IT HTATST & T areaa 7 g fara 8t fomar aram &1
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Rare earth magnet users jolted into paying premium prices

Reuters
LONDON/SEOUL

For years, Rahim Suleman
had reached out repeated-
Iy to automakers and other
potential clients to market
rare earth magnets from
the plant his company was
building in Estonia, one of
just a handful outside do
minant producer China.
But after April 4, when
Beijing imposed new res-
trictions on the super-
strong magnets used in
electric vehicles and wind
turbines, Mr. Suleman re
tired his sales pitch. He
didn’t need it any more.
Ever since China's ex-
port controls tightened
some rare earth exports to
a trickle in the midst of a
trade war with the US.,
causing chaos in supply
chains and some auto

plant

shutdowns, “the
phone is ringing off the
hook”, said Mr. Suleman.

Companies starting new
plants in Europe, the U.S.
and Asia had previously re-
ported difficult talks on
deals that embedded the
higher costs to make mag-
nets outside China, which
benefits from cheaper la-
bour costs and economies
of scale as well as govern-
ment support via tax
refunds.

Paying a premium

But the crisis has led many
customers to soften or
drop objections about pay-
ing those premiums as
they scramble to hammer
out deals, according to a
dozen industry partici-
pants including automak-
ers, magnet makers, rare
earth producers, consul-

In demand: Neo Performance Materials launched output of
permanent magnets at its Estonia plant in May. iA REUTERS

tants and government offi-
cials  interviewed by
Reuters.

While rare earths mag-
nets from China are begin-
ning to flow again, custom-
ers remain on edge about
the threat of future

shortages.

Mr. Suleman’s company,
Neo Performance Mate-
rials, launched output of
permanent magnets at its
Estonia plant in May. Now,
he said, “everybody wants
to talk about how (they

can) satisfy their demand

out of our facility”.
He said he has no wor
ries about lining up

enough customers who
will pay a premium - $10 to
$30 per kg, with EVs typi-
cally holding 24 kg of mag-
nets per vehicle - over the
price they usually pay for
Chinese magnets.

Output at Neo’s factory
in Estonia is starting small,
providing samples to its
first customer, which Mr.
Suleman declined to iden-
tify. German auto parts
supplier Schaeffler ~told
Reuters it is a customer of
the plant, but declined to
comment on how much it
is paying.

In Korea, customers of
NovaTech, which produc-
es magnets in China, are
prepared to pay 15% to
20% more for magnets

made in Vietnam, a com-
pany source told Reuters,
adding there was “a grow-
ing sense of crisis among
customers”.

The company, which
sells China-made magnets
used in Samsung’s phones
and tablets, is investing at
least 10 billion won (§7.39
million) in a plant in Viet
nam launching early next
year to make magnets us-
ing locally processed rare
earths from a partner, the
perso d another com-
pany official told Reuters.

Fine balance

Despite the new willing-
ness to pay a premium, it
will take many years or
even decades to build up
production outside of Chi-
na, which accounts for
90% of global permanent
magnet supply, industry

participants said.

And the question of how
much more should be paid
for rare earths and mag-
nets outside of China is a
tricky one.

Drop in usage
Too high a premium for
mined rare earths could
see consumers cutting
down their use, while pre-
miums that are too low
would not be enough to al-
low for construction of ex-
China projects, analysts
and consultants say.
Automakers are willing
to pay more to guarantee
ex-China supplies, but they
are also in the midst of an
EV price war that has left
them with razor-thin mar-
gins, and will still be quea-
sy at what they regard as
excessive premiums, in-
dustry participants said.

One executive at a rare
earths company said their
firm has held discussions
with automakers that are
prepared to pay $80 per kg
for neodymium-praseody-
mium oxide (NdPr), a rare
earth needed for magnets
used in motors and genera-
tors - a figure Reuters has
not independently veri
fied. That is already a sig-
nificant - near 30% - premi-
um over the Chinese

of $62 based on dat.
price reporting agency
Fastmarkets.

Some automakers, such
as BMW, have developed
EVs that do not use rare
earths, while others have
reduced the amount of
rare earths in their vehi-
cles. However, getting rid
of rare earths is not feasi-
ble in the medium term,
analysts say.

Rare earth magnet users jolted into paying premium prices

gorer gt Aae ITAFATHT F HfATH Fera gFEe F o e
AT A

For years, Rahim Suleman had reached out repeatedly to automakers and other
potential clients to market rare earth magnets from the plant his company was
building in Estonia, one of just a handful outside dominant producer China.

st @, T GAATT o 3Tl FYAT GaRT TEAAT A FATC ST I¢ HIF F geler gt dAvaie
H I F AT AR AAEET 36T 3T g TS ¥ TR-9R g9F fFaT, Faife
I §IF AT SN THE 3cUTG F q6T F FS [Aa-ga §IA1 A § TF 47|

o But after April 4, when Beijing imposed new restrictions on the superstrong magnets
used in electric vehicles and wind turbines, Mr. Suleman retired his sales pitch.

AifeheT 4 33 1 STa ST o gAfFes argal 3R s eamsat # ygea srcaa afFaered
H7ATH W AT GfAa oo, q« A oA o 379 ded e dg ¢ |

e He didn’t need it any more.

3T 3¢ ST TR AGT W

o Ever since China’s export controls tightened some rare earth exports to a trickle in
the midst of a trade war with the U.S., causing chaos in supply chains and some auto
plant shutdowns, “the phone is ringing off the hook”, said Mr. Suleman.

SIS & IANFT F 1Y AR Feur & &y =i o geler gt faTa o fsor g1 w54
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Companies starting new plants in Europe, the U.S. and Asia had previously reported
difficult talks on deals that embedded the higher costs to make magnets outside China.

T, AR 3R TR F FU EIT YE F arel Hafdt F ggel adrar a1 f A & e
HIT T T A TF ARTT I Th THSA AT HIheT AT

China benefits from cheaper labour, economies of scale, and government support
via tax refunds.

et I TEAT 41H, 3 YA &1 3T, 3R X RBz & T H TSR GAST T 197 Helar
gl

Paying a premium

NiATH Frad g

But the crisis has led many customers to soften or drop objections about paying those
premiums as they scramble to hammer out deals.

QifeheT 38 Hehe o S UTgen! I NIATH AT TFA 1 A 301 ATaferar Fa a1 gATeA
ol ST FTGY Y (AT § Fiifeh I A el T STodl H &

While rare earth magnets from China are beginning to flow again, customers remain
on edge about the threat of future shortages.

STefeh et I gefer qet Avaew i Yfl AT & & 81 @1 8, Ageh 373f oft arfarsar 3
e F# F1 AT

Mr. Suleman’s company, Neo Performance Materials, launched output of permanent
magnets at its Estonia plant in May.

AT YA 1 #hsit, Neo Performance Materials, 3 7§ # 370e1 TEifarar €47 & Trft
HATAT T ST Y& fohaT|

Now, he said, “everybody wants to talk about how they can satisfy their demand out of
our facility”.

39, g1t T, "G IS TG SAAT e & FoF o oy e & 3roh v 8 7f X Jhed
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¢ He said he has no worries about lining up enough customers who will pay a premium —
$10 to $30 per kg, with EVs typically holding 2—4 kg of magnets per vehicle — over the
price of Chinese magnets.

3eg1e el o 3o W AT T FdR 9T & Fis Rar A81 § it 9fa argaT 2-4 fham JAvaie
& forw gfay fRam $10 & $30 1 A 23 1 IR §, S st Avae i Hiaa F 310 &

e Output at Neo’s factory in Estonia is starting small, providing samples to its first
customer, which Mr. Suleman declined to identify.

Neo & TFAT WA H Sculel HA AT U YE &1 T &, IR Tg 391 gl ATesh 1 Jaqer
& TgT &, ToreehT uginel ce @ A oA of S fora|

o German auto parts supplier Schaeffler told Reuters it is a customer of the plant, but
declined to comment on how much it is paying.

ST 3iteY aréw rqfefeat Schaeffler & AACH &1 FAAT % a8 6 HIT I Ageh &, Afehed
38 IE Tl @ SR Y 13T o a8 e sparater Y @ 8|

¢ In Korea, customers of NovaTech, which produces magnets in China, are prepared to
pay 15% to 20% more for magnets made in Vietnam, a company source told Reuters.

FINGT H, AT F FA9oIc T3 dTeil NovaTech & gk fagdaed A 9o A7acq & T 15%
H 20% HTAF AT A HI IR &, YA & Teh FAF o AT T ST

e The company is investing at least 10 billion won ($7.39 million) in a Vietnam plant
launching early next year to make magnets using locally processed rare earths.

hUeT T AT Y YEIATT H & 81 7§ AT WA & TUTHT T F FHifera gevsr gt
I ITIIRT Hlch HIACH Sallel o [ol0 A W HA 10 f¥foaer ot ($7.39 A faeT) F°r Haer
ETRR

Fine balance
Hele qATC TGl

e Despite the new willingness to pay a premium, it will take many years or even decades
to build up production outside of China, which accounts for 90% of global permanent
magnet supply.
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glenifeh 31a AT spararer 1 7§ seoT Aw W 8, oAfshet dier & qMe 3cdest TA1T0d et
H & AT AT GAFT T FAT 9T, Fifh et IR Turft Avste amqfet w1 90% fear
@A gl

e The question of how much more should be paid for rare earths and magnets outside of
China is a tricky one.

Ig Farel foh et & a1 golet Jdl 3R Hawieq o v fraer st sporare fehar s,
Ffea gl

Drop in usage
39T & PRmae
e Too high a premium for mined rare earths could see consumers cutting down their

use, while premiums that are too low would not allow for construction of ex-China
projects.

afe; @fere gelsr et & T fATA sgd 31 9T o STARTRAIsT F1 39T geeT I3
m%,magammﬁaﬁaa?mmmmmaﬁMI

o Automakers are willing to pay more to guarantee ex-China supplies, but they are also
in the midst of an EV price war that has left them with razor-thin margins.

FrerAaTE fAaAar et & e Y AR A & foT 3Tt HaTdrel e &l AN g,
oifhel 3 Uh §ft e d T & 1T €, Fae SeTehr F=Adh S Nt sged Fa3 AT 8

o They will still be queasy at what they regard as excessive premiums, industry
participants said.

3G & ANl & et ¢ foh o 31811 oY Srca e RfATw 1 da waa & el

e One executive at a rare earths company said their firm has held discussions with
automakers that are prepared to pay $80 per kg for neodymium-praseodymium
oxide (NdPr), a rare earth needed for magnets in motors and generators.

Teh goioT qed HYlt & Ueh HAHNT o &gl foh SoTehl shofetl o 3iTel fantanst & ==t & g st
AT AR T A 9FFd AIACH & [T 3G9I neodymium-praseodymium oxide
(NdPr) & forw $80 wfer f3Farm $7eTeiret ahdet 1 IR & |
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e Thatis already a near 30% premium over the Chinese price of $62, based on data
from Fastmarkets.

I Tgel I &1 el FAT $62 TR IMUTRT Hod & 93197 30% 3ferF NAIA g,
Fastmarkets & 3{iehs! & 37[dR |

¢ Some automakers, such as BMW, have developed EVs that do not use rare earths,
while others have reduced the amount in their vehicles.

Fo T T, S o BMW, 77 O &t e e e € i geter et a1 3T 78t &,
ST 31T o 379 aTgeAl H SHPT AT HH FIT ST &

o However, getting rid of rare earths is not feasible in the medium term, analysts say.
gleTifeh, faRAYHT o1 avgaT ¢ o Fegar rafer F geler gt F gl e G urar warg et
gl
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