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2. Army chief embarks on four-day visit to Bhutan

AT GHE o 3Tl 1 TR Gaedir I & A1

Not offering Iran ‘anything,
nor speaklng to them: Trump

_gence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump said on Monday he
was not offering Iran
anything nor talking to it
“since we totally obliterat-
ed” the country’s nuclear
facilities.

“I am not offering Iran
ANYTHING, unlike Oba-
ma,” Mr. Trump wrote on
his Truth Social platform.

“Nor am I even talking
to them since we totally
OBLITERATED their Nu-
clear Facilities.”

The statement comes as
Iran’s Deputy Foreign Mi-
nister told the BBC that
talks between Washington
and Tehran cannot resume
unless the U.S. rules out
further strikes on Iran.

Majid Takht-Ravanchi

GIATY] F&hTel I T AE v T feram|”

Donald Trump has said
his troops ‘totally obliterated’
Iran’s nuclear facilities. A

told the British broadcas-
ter that the U.S. had sig-
nalled it wants to return to
the negotiating table, a
week after it struck three
Iranian nuclear facilities.
“We have not agreed to
any date, we have not
agreed to the modality,”
Mr. Takht-Ravanchi said.
“Right now we are seek-

ing an answer to this ques-
tion. Are we going to see a
repetition of an act of ag-
gression while we are en-
gaging in dialogue?”

The U.S. needs to be
“quite clear on this very
important question”, he
said.

The two countries were
in talks over Tehran’s nu-
clear programme when Is-
rael hit Iranian nuclear
sites and military infras-
tructure this month, with
the U.S. joining by bomb-
ing three nuclear sites —
Fordo, Natanz and Isfahan
—on June 21.

The Deputy Minister re-
vealed to the BBC that the
U.S. had signalled it did
“not want to engage in re-
gime change” by targeting
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei.

Not offering
Iran ‘anything’,
nor speaking to
them: Trump

ST F T 6
¢ 1@, Y Sradid

U.S. President
Donald Trump said
on Monday he was
not offering Iran
anything nor talking
to it “since we totally
obliterated” the
country’s nuclear
facilities.

AR Iegufa
21eTTes €9 o WIHAR Hi
Fel & a5 T H FT
siderafi v @ 8, 3R
ANITTFRE

e “lam not offering Iran ANYTHING, unlike Obama,” Mr. Trump wrote on his Truth Social
platform.
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e “Nor am | even talking to them since we totally OBLITERATED their Nuclear
Facilities.”

“H 37 91T of FE FT T Fi b §HeA 3oTeh GRATY] FSHTaAT Y T e are # AT 1"

Iranian Response

ST gfafsar

e The statement comes as Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister told the BBC that talks
between Washington and Tehran cannot resume unless the U.S. rules out further
strikes on Iran.

I AT U AT 37T 9 S & 39 fager 70 o i) & sarar & arftrerest 3ix dgwer
o &I STCTEI e ofeh T @ & g1 81 Hehall STdl deh Toh AT T govat { SHR 78t

AT

¢ Majid Takht-Ravanchi told the British broadcaster that the U.S. had signalled it wants
to return to the negotiating table, a week after it struck three Iranian nuclear
facilities.

AfSIE dFa-Tar & fofeer S8R S 9arr o 3ARNFT F TFa A1 E 7 ag ara=ia
AT W dAleaT TR 8, Ueh HCATE &1 ST 3HoT $0T & elieT GLATY] f&HTaAl o gover foam|

 “We have not agreed to any date, we have not agreed to the modality,” Mr. Takht-
Ravanchi said.

At TFT-IAT o FgT, ‘T el A R TgAfa 167 &1 §, 3R 7 & ufhar w1

+ “Right now we are seeking an answer to this question. Are we going to see a repetition
of an act of aggression while we are engaging in dialogue?”

“HY §H 3T 92T FI 37X ded 6—FIT FATE & GRIeT T & IHTHTHAS FRATS T STTIN?”

e The U.S. needs to be “quite clear on this very important question”, he said.

3egiel gl Toh ARG 1 38 “Hedd AFCIOT TReT W T 7 FISC” §IodT A1

Background: U.S.-Iran Strikes
YA AL g

e The two countries were in talks over Tehran’s nuclear programme when Israel hit
Iranian nuclear sites and military infrastructure this month.

aleAT 2T QG & GIHTVT FHTAHHA 1 Aehd JTcTeicd X 1§ T 519 FH A SoRISe of $UA &
TATO fSehTat AR Ao Fraannait ax gaven |

e The U.S. joined by bombing three nuclear sites — Fordo, Natanz and Isfahan — on
June 21.
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No Regime Change Intent
AT IRAT FT HS ST AGT

e The Deputy Minister revealed to the BBC that the U.S. had signalled it did “not want
to engage in regime change” by targeting Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

39 #A o il T AT o AR & Fha o § o a8 srangeen el @@Aag H
forRITeTT SR emaeT aRade 7 anfie g g amgar|
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Army chief
embarks on
four-day visit
to Bhutan

L L L L L LR T

PCS

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Chief of the Army Staff
(COAS) General Upendra
Dwivedi on Monday de-
parted for Bhutan on a
four-day official visit aimed
at further enhancing the
defence cooperation bet-
ween the countries.

During the visit, he will
call on Jigme Khesar Nam-
gyel Wangchuck, the King
of Bhutan and hold discus-
sions with Lieutenant Gen-
eral Batoo Tshering, Chief
Operations Officer of the
Royal Bhutan Army.

The COAS will also inte-
ract with senior officials of
the Indian Embassy, Indian
Military Training Team and
Project DANTAK.

The visit reflects the
time-tested ties between
India and Bhutan, said a
press statement.
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Army chief embarks on four-day visit to Bhutan

AT GG o 3Tl Y TR fawdir I & A1

Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) General Upendra Dwivedi on
Monday departed for Bhutan on a four-day official visit aimed at
further enhancing the defence cooperation between the
countries.

AT JHE (COAS) SToTel 3UF faad & WHAR FI T & fAT IR
e snfaaRe I 9v s R, e 3 gl qaf & &
T&TT g 1 AR AT L B

¢ During the visit, he will call on Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, the
King of Bhutan, and hold discussions with Lieutenant General Batoo
Tshering, Chief Operations Officer of the Royal Bhutan Army.

1T & SN, I8 LT & AT FoITa BET ATHTAS Fergeh & FHeAehrd el 3
arer syeTet et & <o Ao IHPET Affesie stater areq SRer & @y ==
FH3|

o The COAS will also interact with senior officials of the Indian Embassy,
Indian Military Training Team, and Project DANTAK.

COAS HRIT gdTard, AR A+ WiAGTor g 3iK WaFe DANTAK & s
eIt @ off sraha #aT|

« The visit reflects the time-tested ties between India and Bhutan, said a
press statement.

Teh U IFaed A el I & Ig A1 R 3R e & aHT-1@ waut
gl 81
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Sporting machines: Teams compete using the T1 robots from Booster Robotics during the inaugural RoBoLeague robot soccer competition
held in Beijing on Saturday. Four teams of humanoid robot players competed in 3-on-3 for the final of China’s RoboLeague game. AP

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Venus: A Day Longer Than Its Year

AF: TF RA AN saF ad q sl aar g
2. Sheer Negligence

R dTqRarer
3. Why the prestige of doctors is eroding

Siarel Y IfaseT FAT ae W e
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4. When does the gender gap emerge with respect to
mathematical abilities?

IO aTAaT3it & Hest # 9T IR e IIAT £2

5. Dalai Lama suggests institution to continue at 90th

birthday launch

EATS ATHAT o 90F STeHTeeT I TEUT & STRY IgeT T bl T AT

levitate. What’s this effect called?
Answers to June 26 quiz:

1. Planet whose day is longer than
its year - Ans: Venus

2. First planet to be discovered
with a telescope - Ans: Uranus

3. Saturnian moon with diverse
surface features made of
hydrocarbons - Ans: Titan

4. Body classified as both dwarf
planet and largest asteroid - Ans:
Ceres

5. Planet hosting the fastest winds
in the solar system - Ans:
Neptune

Venus: A Day Longer Than Its Year
AF: TF RA AN saF ad F sl aar e

A Venusian day (one full rotation) lasts about 243
Earth days, while a Venusian year (one orbit around
the Sun) is 225 Earth days.

UF YF ¢ FT fooT (TF Qo goier) erarsyar 243 qeat R
T YT 8, STafF U Y 7§ FT a¥ (YF AT v R
225 gzl feT &1 ghar 21

e Because Venus rotates slowly and backwards, the Sun
takes roughly 117 Earth days to rise and set on the planet.

ik e 715 R 3R 38 Rar F goan 8, safov gd 1 a8
TR 39161 3R 3 gt F orarstar 117 gt Rt oerd &

e This makes one Venusian solar day (sunrise to sunrise) longer than its year — a
unique phenomenon in the solar system.

S8 Y T U R Rt (F@fe & gafea o) 38 a¥ @ oEr g1 Si1ar § — S 6 s dr

T gl fdvar g

o Dense atmospheric winds also influence this strange rotation pattern.

Ul IIASE §aT¢ o7 38 3rshia goier yomrelt &t yenfad e &1
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Example: Imagine spending nearly eight months of our time waiting for sunrise—on
Venus, a single sunrise-to-sunrise period exceeds the time it takes to complete one orbit
of the Sun!

3ETEIVT: holall HITTT foh FITET ST & ToIT 3116 AL deb SR el U5 — Yo T,
T FIET @ 3HaTel FAGT ofeh T AT 36 Teh a¥ I &7 31f8eh grerm &

Uranus: First Planet Discovered by Telescope

37%9T: Gl § WIS a1 9gell 76

Uranus was the first planet discovered using a telescope, observed by William
Herschel on 13 March 1781.

3% I8 TEelT I AT Foraeh! @sT Uoh gallet 1 HerdaT ¥ gs, oy faferas gefer ¥ 13 Ad
1781 T QT 7|

Although visible to the naked eye, its dimness and slow movement led ancient
astronomers to mistake it for a star.

Ig I AT sAaf et @ Rams &ar 8, oifsher sweht yeremge 3R el arfer & ot =i
GaNeIfdel o 39 aRT AT forr 4|

Herschel initially thought it was a comet, but further observations confirmed it as a new
planet, extending the known boundaries of our solar system.

ﬁhﬁmsﬁﬂyﬁgaﬂw,mmﬁmﬁﬁmgmﬁmgwww%,
mmmﬁﬁmzﬁwmg{él

Example: Imagine peering through a modest reflecting telescope and realizing you've
discovered something previously unknown—changing astronomy forever!

3ETEVT: FHoUaT HIFSTT o Teh BTROT TXTdceh Gallel & ST T 19T e U fewrs &
S Il 37T AT — 3R TE WieT WIS Y gALT & T el & & |

Titan: Saturn’s Moon with ‘Hydrocarbon Surface’

TS AT FT TeAT Forad) Tag eEseaT @ T §
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Titan, Saturn’s largest moon, features hundreds of times more liquid hydrocarbons
(like methane and ethane) than Earth's known oil and gas reserves.

eTged, el T Hed 3T TgHAT ¢, FoaeT g2t & A ao 3 I sRi A oo 7 w55 |t
AT HTAF A FIEIHT (S8 TAYT 3R The7) 9w o1 &

Its surface lakes and rivers are made of liquid hydrocarbons, evidencing a methane-
ethane cycle analogous to Earth’s water cycle.

gah! wag W e sitel sikt afeat ava srssies & & §, S 92t & oter 9% & §AT
AAT-vdeT T Fr g2 §

Radar data from the Cassini mission revealed distinctive features such as polar lakes,
dunes, and underground reservoirs.

FTRA Freret @ wreet TR 3iewsT o g g, St 3 syfArera sremerat e
Sl Toreh T3 T Golra fohaT|

Example: Think of Titan as an Earth-like world, but rivers run with methane instead of
water—an alien yet familiar landscape.

3GTE0T: TISCT ohl Teh YT SIY 6 & &9 A WITAT, Afehet Tgl 1 AT qreit Y Ty
s @ = § — v aRifera g fadedlt aRge

Ceres: Dwarf Planet and Largest Asteroid

WE: dtar a7 3R w937 8T

Ceres is uniquely classified as both a dwarf planet and the largest asteroid in the
main asteroid belt.

WH I IEY §T T <l 718 IR FET 4118 I 7 TaH 93 41598 & &9 H qafieha
forar arar B

With a diameter of around 940 km and making up 40% of the belt’s mass, it stands far
larger than typical asteroids.

Ig 1TeTIT 940 foraft AT o1 & 3R 9dY & FeT GeAATA FT 40% TGEAT STehT 8, i 56
AT &IGaTET T Jolell  HIHY a7 T o |

NASA’s Dawn mission visited in 2015, finding complex geology, water ice, possible
cryovolcanoes, and evidence of a muddy inland ocean in its past.
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ATHT & ST fAereT & 2015 # S@eht T faam 3R Tt i sifeer sparsffer wvae, o F wa
o, GenTfad Fraehal, 3R TF RTSTFT HaRF HEPR & FHOT 17|

o Example: Ceres may look like an asteroid, but with frozen water and possible volcanic
activity, it behaves more like a tiny planet.

3QTEXOT: WA fG@et 7 U aIgare 1 AN 9T 8, oifhet swa awhfar arelt i saremET
afafaflr glet & ShROT I U B IF ST TAGR AT & |

Neptune: Home to the Fastest Winds in the Solar System

Aoege: QR AST AT WA AT ga13it arelt g

¢ Neptune boasts the fastest planetary winds in the solar system, reaching 1,200-2,100
mph (nearly 2,000 km/h) at high altitudes.

AT HN Hel H FaH A gAT3HT ATell UF ¥, STal 1 gaTd Fars 9 1,200-2,100 FHrer afexr
HE (T3 2,000 ﬁrm/sia)wqg’“ﬂ?ﬁ%“l

e Winds whip frozen methane clouds, creating supersonic winds that are several times
stronger than Earth’s fiercest storms.

TET T gaTC STt g6 AT o arerell 1 IR & 3R eafer & et ey arelt AT Scdee HIA
g, Sl g2t & FaH AT c[hlell § g [T ol Blell o |

e This extreme climate is driven by strong internal heat and dynamic storm systems,
observed by Voyager 2 in 1989.

Ig HeA T STearyg AR FSAT 3R arferefier ot gonferat & HRoT gich &, 1 1989
# FRIeIT 2 GaRT &@T a7 AT

o Example: If a hurricane on Earth seems fierce, then Neptune’s storms are like dual
tornadoes racing at jet speed across frozen clouds.

FeTeIor: Ife P2l I JHIeT HUTeTeh o9 &, A AT & JPieT STt g5 aeredt 9X o a1 &
alser ar Fasl & v &
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Sheer negligence

India’s shameful VIP culture has no
place in public events
T here have been nine stampedes in India

in the past 12 months, with six of them at

religious gatherings. This includes the
most recent one, at the storied Jagannath tem-
ple’s annual chariot procession in Puri, Odisha,
early on June 29. Three people were killed and
more than 50 injured. Acknowledging “negli-
gence “and “security lapses”, the State govern-
ment was swift to order a probe. The centuries-
old chariot procession is an annual and month-
long event between June and July. But the heart
of the festival is the nine-day chariot procession,
or Rath Yatra, when Lord Jagannath travels with
his two siblings, Balabhadra and Subhadra, to
their aunt Gundicha’s home. About half a million
devotees visit the three-kilometre radius around
the temple. While a full investigation is pending,
initial reports suggest that tell-tale signs of a stam-
pede were overlooked.

On the first day of the yatra, officials paused
the drawing of Lord Jagannath’s chariot around
7.45 p.m. because of an ‘unprecedented rush’, al-
lowing only Balabhadra’s and Subhadra’s cha-
riots to move. The Jagannath chariot was moved
symbolically and deferred till early on Saturday.
In the intervening hours, about 750 devotees
were hospitalised due to heat, dehydration, and
crowd stress. Eyewitnesses reported that a com-
mon exit gate was closed to create a separate
“VIP entry,” forcing everyday pilgrims to exit
through the same entrance path that was already
congested. A single corridor that was being used
for the flow in both directions resulted in more
congestion, amplifying crowd pressure. The de-
layed arrival of the chariot also caused a bottle-
neck outside the Gundicha temple just before
dawn. With exhausted pilgrims, merged traffic
flows and no exit access, the stage was set for a
tragedy. Further, trucks with ritual materials en-
tered this zone at 4.20 a.m. This unexpected
movement shattered stalls, toppled devotees and
triggered panic. This daily has highlighted India’s
tawdry record in crowd management, at religious
gatherings, celebrity-studded events, political
rallies or post sporting festivities. Given that the
climate discourse is at front and centre globally,
providing thermal comfort, hydration facilities
and taking precautions to shield women, chil-
dren and the elderly from the heat especially dur-
ing peak summer should have been woven into
the conduct of the rath yatra years ago. As for
VIPs, one way is to restrict any privileged entry
and to provide access at the beginning or at the
end of festivities, allowing other visitors predicta-
ble and barrier-free access. But the best way is to
end India’s entrenched VIP culture.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Sheer Negligence

R dTaarg!

There have been nine stampedes in India in the past 12
months, with six of them at religious gatherings.

Red 127 A HMRTH 9 mgé%,ﬁaﬁ#eaﬁa:
ATt 7 g8 ¥

« This includes the most recent one, at the storied Jagannath
temple’s annual chariot procession in Puri, Odisha, early on
June 29.

ST T ETerdT FeaT 20 S I GE T, T F Sy AR
# a1 T IET & SR g

e Three people were killgd and more than 50 injured.

g T H 3 AN Y HiT 81 915 3R 50 T 31 AYer grger g1 7w

o Acknowledging “negligence” and “security lapses”, the State
government was swift to order a probe.

“HTIATEY” 3R “GI&TT GF” T THHR FA §U AT FHR A il
ST F 3Tee iU

¢ The centuries-old chariot procession is an annual and month-
long event between June and July.

Ig Wit Ut T AT ST @ SATS & A gl el Ueh anie 3R
HEI 31T T HASAA ¢ |

« But the heart of the festival is the nine-day chariot procession,

or Rath Yatra, when Lord Jagannath travels with his two siblings,
Balabhadra and Subhadra, to their aunt Gundicha’s home.

AifheT 38 3caa &1 H&g fEar «t @t hr 1 I g, S sarar
ST, 3791 8775 T8 3R S5l FTeT o AT 3191 A¥Y (== &
o AT B

e About half a million devotees visit the three-kilometre radius
around the temple.

HeR o 3T et Fraleiey & 7 o787 5 AT HeHT T ¢ |

* While a full investigation is pending, initial reports suggest that
tell-tale signs of a stampede were overlooked.

R St 37T et €, offehet RT3 Rllet & 31-1aR 81e1e3 & e
Hehell Y ATl fohaT a1 2|

» On the first day of the yatra, officials paused the drawing of Lord
Jagannath’s chariot around 7.45 p.m. because of an
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‘unprecedented rush’, allowing only Balabhadra’s and Subhadra’s chariots to move.

AT & Uge f&eT, 3TRAATRIT o AT 7:45 ¥ TGN e Y T AT 1 “3re{aqd iz’
o hIROT A1k AT 3T Sharel Fersrer 3R ForaT Y I AT AT AT |

e The Jagannath chariot was moved symbolically and deferred till early on Saturday.
ST T ! FellehTedre T & Eiem a1 3R 38 ATAGR Fag aF T o7 &7 a2 |

¢ Inthe intervening hours, about 750 devotees were hospitalised due to heat,
dehydration, and crowd stress.

ST Hel o GRTeT, 750 see] 1, fasteheor 3K sftg & qara & HRoT 3reudrer & o1l
fu amw)

¢ Eyewitnesses reported that a common exit gate was closed to create a separate “VIP
entry”, forcing everyday pilgrims to exit through the same entrance path that was
already congested.

TeETERIAT o I foh Ueh WA fAFTH G@R Y i Y “dNATSH waer” S a1,
S a@ 3mH A3t i 36 gga F itz o AT @ AR fAFas & T ATy gl usT|

e A single corridor that was being used for the flow in both directions resulted in more
congestion, amplifying crowd pressure.

SraY femsit & 3ma-T1a & T 39T 8Y 1§ THAT AR & T digars 31k 5 918 3k
&ag 3779 g aram|

o The delayed arrival of the chariot also caused a bottleneck outside the Gundicha
temple just before dawn.

T AT & / I o AT ART & 15T HX { O 9ga Ueh S Ay Feufey dar ¢ 4|

o With exhausted pilgrims, merged traffic flows, and no exit access, the stage was set
for a tragedy.

o gU sieuTe], FAeN-STell I caawT iR AT AT & 31T S HROT WG F Freld
o 91T

o Further, trucks with ritual materials entered this zone at 4.20 a.m.
S 37T, el ATHAT T T FaE 4:20 df 3T &1 H YT X 1T

e This unexpected movement shattered stalls, toppled devotees and triggered panic.
$H JHeTUTEId fafafer o weier a3 R, sreemepat @ v feam 3 srear-awdt #r=m &y

e This daily has highlighted India’s tawdry record in crowd management, at religious
gatherings, celebrity-studded events, political rallies, or post sporting festivities.

3 IWAR of AR o 313 Yaeer A T Rp1s FI 3@ifhd har §, T ag aifdis smae,
AR Frdsra, ToNfas toit a1 @ 3cma g

e Given that the climate discourse is at front and centre globally, providing thermal
comfort, hydration facilities, and taking precautions to shield women, children and
the elderly from the heat especially during peak summer should have been woven into
the conduct of the Rath Yatra years ago.

3TST ST STerary aRaeer T4t 7 &g g, 79 goe FiAwm, Iqerer sqayr 3 &
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e As for VIPs, one way is to restrict any privileged entry and to provide access at the
beginning or at the end of festivities, allowing other visitors predictable and barrier-
free access.

drmEd & fIT ven Tl g & o Ty warer Y fAra fomam So 3ik 3¢ waArie #r
BT AT 3 A Jaer fer S0 Arfeh 31 Jmaicient bt qaiegarar 3R R arer & wder e
qh|

o But the best way is to end India’s entrenched VIP culture.

QAfehel T Jge el § o ST Y 513 AT Tohy ISt FEpfar Y FaATSd fohar v |
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very July 1st, India
observes National
Doctor’s Day, to honour
the legacy of Dr. Bidhan
Chandra Roy. However, in recent
years, this commemoration has
become overshadowed by more
visible policy events such as the
roll-out of the Goods and Services
Tax in 2017 and the
implementation of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita in 2024. This
erosion of a symbolic space
reserved for doctors is
symptomatic of a deeper shift: a
slow and complex erosion of the
moral authority, public trust, and
professional respect that
physicians firmly held.

Epidemiological transition
This decline is not due to a failure
of medicine; rather, it is due to its
extraordinary success. To
understand this shift, we must
look beyond day-to-day grievances
and dive deep into what public
health scholar A. Omran (1971)
described as the ‘epidemiological
transition’. He describes how
societies evolve in their disease
patterns. As populations move
from poverty to prosperity, the
dominant health threats shift from
infectious diseases and nutritional
deficiencies to chronic,
non-communicable diseases and
eventually to a complex
coexistence of both.
Superimposed on this is the
demographic transition, marked
by falling birth and death rates,
ageing populations, and shrinking
family units. Together, these
transitions radically redefine both
the public’s expectation of
medicine and the role of doctors.
In medieval times, the social
role of the healer was mediated
not by scientific inquiry but by
moral authority, religious
education, and ritual purity.
Medical advice was as likely to
come from clergy or spiritual
figures as from trained physicians.
That changed rapidly with the
dawn of scientific breakthroughs
during the Industrial Revolution.
From Pasteur’s germ theory to
Koch’s postulates and from the
discovery of anaesthesia to the

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

C. Aravinda

Academic and public
health physician.
Views are personal

As the world
faces a dual
burden of
infectious and
chronic diseases,
the expectations
from medicine
are more
fraught than
ever

isolation of penicillin, medicine
acquired a cloak of rationality and
predictability. Before the Victorian
era, surgeons had the same social
standing as barbers. They were
elevated to professional status
when the knife, supported by
chloroform and antisepsis, began
to promise not agony but a cure.
These were the fruits of an age
driven by the curiosity of lone
experimenters; public
laboratories; and academic
idealism. After these discoveries,
doctors were seen as saviours and
miracle workers, wielding tools
that bent nature. But this golden
era, too, was transitional.

Science becomes commerce
Stage four of the epidemiological
transition (currently ongoing in
many countries) is marked by
delayed degenerative diseases. It
has brought about a longer life but
not a necessarily better one. The
quality of life deteriorates even as
costs escalate. In stage five, with
emerging and re-emerging
diseases (such as the COVID-19
pandemic), uncertainty rules
again. Today, as India (and the
world) faces this dual burden of
infectious and chronic diseases,
the expectations from medicine
are more fraught than ever.
Dengue persists alongside
diabetes. Tuberculosis coexists
with obesity-related disorders.
While infections are largely
controllable (at a cost), chronic
diseases are relentless. The
treatment of hypertension,
depression, or autoimmune
illnesses offers no clear endpoint.
There is no one-size-fits-all
solution; instead, we are handed
complex risk algorithms, lifestyle
prescriptions that defy modern
abundance, and therapies that
offer more probability than
certainty. In this climate, doctors
are no longer seen as custodians of
miraculous cures but as
gatekeepers of advice that is often
unaffordable, frequently
incomprehensible, and
occasionally ineffective. Statistics
have replaced certainty. Protocols
have replaced personalisation. A
physician today must recommend

Why the prestige of doctors is eroding
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less salt, less screen time, and less
red meat, which contradicts the
freedoms of the modern
consumer life. It is hard to respect
the messenger when the message
feels like moral policing.

Caught in the crossfire

What worsens this fracture of
public trust is that the discoveries
once driven by individual
scientific curiosity have become
institutionalised commerce. The
fruits of medicine are no longer
shaped by academic purity but
monetised by conglomerates,
wrapped in patents, and rationed
as commercial products. What
began as a public good has
become a market offering. Doctors
serve as foot soldiers in an
industrial healthcare complex,
absorbing public frustration that
cannot reach corporations or
policymakers.

Lifestyle changes, now central
to chronic disease care, require
moral discipline that institutions
cannot enforce. Political freedom
and personal autonomy often
clash with behavioural mandates.
Obesity developed through
constant ordering from food
delivery apps, and insomnia
developed through endless
scrolling on social media, cannot
be fixed by medicine. Doctors are
left prescribing restraint in an age
of indulgence and are expected to
deliver miracle outcomes in a
world where both disease and
cure are entangled in
sociopolitical contradictions
beyond their control.

Modern medicine no longer
offers the clarity or fairness the
public expects. Until a new
Pasteurian-like breakthrough
emerges for treating
non-communicable and
degenerative diseases, doctors,
caught between being healers,
technicians, and scapegoats, must
navigate a fractured moral
landscape. Clinical encounters
now resemble negotiations, with
even advice met with suspicion.
Doctors are not failing; they are
operating in a world where
societal expectations outpace
what medicine can reliably deliver.

Road, Gorakhpur

Page14


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Every July 1st, India observes National Doctor’s Day, to honour the legacy of Dr.
Bidhan Chandra Roy.

B 1 TS, R T Rifdrcwe feaw #arar 8, 1. e =@ W & o wF aeAmT
& F A

In recent years, this commemoration has become overshadowed by more visible policy
events such as the roll-out of the GST in 2017 and the implementation of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita in 2024.

glel & aul 7 g ATl 2017 # SNewd) A @1 31} 2024 F HRAT =417 wiear &

FrATeadT S GHE A HrdsheAT T ST H T AT L |

This erosion of a symbolic space reserved for doctors is symptomatic of a deeper shift: a
slow and complex erosion of the moral authority, public trust, and professional
respect that physicians firmly held.

SiFexl o ol RS 57 TdIhlcAs TATA T &RUT Teh 3T GRAcTeT HT Tohd ¢: I8 & SiFell
&1 sifae gfaser, S feam, 3R Jeay @FATe @1 R-4R 3R e & & e 8|

Epidemiological transition

QT GHAUNIAT & IRadsT

This decline is not due to a failure of medicine; rather, it is due to its extraordinary
success.

Ig fIRTae Riftrcar i Rwerar s1gr afesw 3ThT FATIROT AHAT & HROT ¢ |

Public health scholar A. Omran (1971) described the ‘epidemiological transition’
where as societies grow richer, dominant health threats shift from infectious diseases
to chronic, non-communicable diseases.

TTgStfereh Tareey faeare v, AFRIT (1971) & W37 AhAvHIAT H IRader AT 3/aerom &,
TSI S-SR AT THEY BIcT &, JHE TIRLT Hehe Hehrah NATRAT & Seerehl g,
R-wwmF fHAfay Hr 3R & S §

Alongside this is the demographic transition, with falling birth and death rates,
ageing populations, and shrinking family units.

S8 A1Y 81 SIAHEIT oh#AoT $ g1y 8, TS oo dt R Fog o & Prae, oyt el
SaET, 3R 8 aiar anfae €1
These changes redefine public expectations of medicine and the role of doctors.

¥ R Rrfdhedr & Ster 3rdamait 3R steret Y s{fAwT F O ke § sgat & €

Historically, the role of healers was shaped more by moral authority, religion, and
rituals than by science.
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e The Industrial Revolution brought scientific breakthroughs, from Pasteur’s germ
theory to the discovery of penicillin, transforming medicine into a rational and
professional field.

e wifa & areww & Siary Mguia & o afafafee 1 @isr de w8 d=iier arst
s, forae Rafercar ve adhdera 3 99aR &9 57 775 |

o Doctors were elevated from the status of barbers to that of saviours and miracle
workers.

ST T ATSAY T AT T 33T T8TF 3 THPRY FRIBAT S7 T I

Science becomes commerce

e 97 3T oSy

o Stage four of the epidemiological transition is marked by degenerative diseases,
offering longer life, but not necessarily a better one.

GhAUNTAT & Y TROT H IJqafed N7 31T 8, ST et Y F4T Al HId &, offohed TG aTal
foh a8 Aga 8l

o Stage five includes emerging diseases like COVID-19, adding uncertainty to medical
outcomes.

grad TROT H COVID-19 ST 7§ 3 SarT 39t et s €, orad Rifercar aRomaAt
& farfRaadr e ¥

¢ India faces a dual burden of infectious and chronic diseases like dengue and
diabetes.

HR T WehTAeh T Qe SRt S 397 3 areg 1 Qe galdY &1 dree e us

w®IE
o Chronic diseases offer no clear cure; treatment is filled with uncertainty, lifestyle
changes, and probability-based therapies.

AT STATRAT FISC SeTST 181 &l Soltet 7 AfafRaaar, shaerdelt aRade, 3t
wTaATcHS Rfhcar enfAe gt 81

e Doctors now deliver advice that feels like moral policing, contradicting modern
consumer freedoms.

STeFe 319 T Hollg &t § it aAferas foerredY SHt ererelt § 3R 3meyferes swsierar saaaan &
T B

Caught in the crossfire

Y & T B ST
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e Scientific discovery has become corporatised; medicine is now monetised, patented,
and commercialised.

FafeAe @il 379 HRURE g1 315 §; TRAThcdr & 319 sgau@, 9ee, 3R aifvfSas 3curg 9T
fear I gl

o Doctors act as foot soldiers in a healthcare industry, absorbing public anger that
should be directed at corporations or policymakers.

SleFe 3 FATELY 36ANT & AfAw &, S 39 S 3wl 1 Sieldl § it spufarar 4t Afa-
faaTaTsit i 37 ST Tl

o Lifestyle diseases require discipline, which conflicts with individual freedom in modern
society.

SaTeiell & SISt SATRAT AT HFTch 8, ST 3Mefoleh AT H SATFaIe FaaTar &
THUAT B

e Problems like obesity and insomnia from modern habits cannot be cured by medicine
alone.

HYeTaT 3iR JrfareT SiEl 3megforen el & S[ST HAEAST 1 [t Ffehear & St w7éT faar o

HehdT|

¢ Doctors are expected to deliver miracle outcomes in a world where causes and cures
are entangled in sociopolitical issues.

ST A 3TUET T ST & foh F ToAehRY IROMA &, i 197 3R SoITet g1Ar ArATforeh-
TorAfa® Festal & 73 &1
e« Modern medicine no longer offers the clarity or fairness the public expects.

3o FafrcHT 319 a8 Fsear I1 A 761 & Tl FHHen! Siear 1 351G gl o

¢ Until new medical breakthroughs arrive, doctors must work in a world where they are
seen as healers, technicians, and scapegoats.

S o BIS A5 TAfched WIST 6T AT, SIFRT P TH AR H FHIH AT 191 STal I Teh A1
RfFcas, aaaIgs 3t afar &1 960 A A1 E

e Clinical interactions now resemble negotiations, where even advice is met with
suspicion.

RIfrcdT STada 319 AerHra S oord &, et gare o gag & & S &1

e Doctors are not failing; they are functioning in a world where expectations exceed what
medicine can deliver.

Siee ATl 8T &1 @ § 08 IR & &1H o 1@ & Taf 37 390 far @ aex § oy
fRafercar qu & gl g1
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When does the gender gap emerge with
respect to mathematical abilities?

A study in France found that boys and girls began school with the same mathematical abilities, but a gender gap began emerging in the first year of

Radhika Santhanam

Martinot, P., Colnet, B., Breda, T. et al,
‘Rapid emergence of a maths gender gap
in first grade’, Nature (2025).
doi.org/10.1038/541586-025-09126-4

cross the world, women are

under-represented in STEM

(science, technology,

engineering, and
mathematics). Their absence has
consequernces: it narrows perspectives in
STEM, potentially hinders progress in
research, and perpetuates gender
differences at the workplace.

This inequality stands in stark contrast
to the fact that boys and girls begin school
with the same mathematical abilities. A
gender gap begins to emerge only after
boys and girls start learning the subject
formally in school, that is, during the first
year. These are the findings of a study
published recently in Nature by
researchers in France. Understanding this
data and the underlying reasons are
crucial as they can help policymakers
intervene at the right time and in the right
ways to narrow the gap.

Findings of the study
In the past, educationists, economists,
sociologists, psychologists, and others
have conducted several studies. One
study in the U.S. showed that a maths
gender gap favouring boys emerged
within the first few years of schooling.
Another study that followed 2,633
children in France found that a maths
gender gap was absent in kindergarten
but became favourable to boys by ages
7-8.

The latest study in Nature reinforces

what other studies have found in the past,
but by using “an exceptionally large and
exhaustive dataset,” according to the
researchers. The researchers studied
26.53 lakh children aged 57 years in
France over four years. They analysed
four consecutive cohorts from 2018 to
2022. All these children took the
EvalAide, a nationwide battery of tests
given to first and second grade students to
assess their language and maths abilities.
‘When boys and girls entered school,
their average maths performance was
nearly identical in 2018. There were more
boys clustered among the top and bottom
performers. However, just after
four months of schooling, the researchers
found a small but highly significant gap
emerging, which favoured boys. By the
next year, there were twice as many boys
as girls among the top 5% of performers.
Importantly, this gap was found in
every cohort across the four consecutive
years. This meant that it was not due to
any specific societal, economic, or
curricular changes in a particular year.
The gap was found in each region of
France, in schools serving communities at
both high and low socio-economical
levels, in private as well as public schools,
and regardless of family composition.
Curiously, the gap between boys and
girls was wider if the children were from
high-income families — a phenomenon
not found for language. It was also larger
among high-income families where both
parents held scientific occupations.

Analysing the gender gap

Since the children had similar abilities
when they started formal education, we
can conclude from the data that the gap is
not related to any fundamental gender

differences in aptitudes. So what explains
the gap?

First, a few caveats. Researchers write
that since the data is descriptive in
nature, it can’t be used to pin down
causes. Second, a study conducted at
intervals prevents any evaluation of the
potentially continuous effect of school
exposure or the effect of vacations. Third,
the tests were not strictly identical at all
points of time during the study. Fourth,
the data is limited to one country.

Nevertheless, they offer some
explanations consistent with their
findings.

Maths problems are solved in a
particular time frame and in a
competitive setting, and these are
conditions that girls are taught to fear.
Their consequent anxiety could be
exacerbating the gap. The researchers say
this explanation is congruent with their
finding that greater test difficulty
enhances the gender gap.

Stereotypes that boys are better at
maths could also be widening the gap.
The researchers write that “maths-related
activities or exercises (for example,
counting and subtracting) start to be
more clearly identified as belonging to the
maths domain” in primary school. They
believe that this “sudden labelling of
maths-related activities as ‘maths’
(whereas language activities start earlier
in preschool) might give space for gender
stereotypes surrounding maths to
emerge, to be internalised by children
and, eventually, to affect their
self-concept and performance.”

The attitudes of primary school
teachers may be a factor as well. For
example, teachers may encourage girls to
read more and boys to do more division

and subtraction. That is, they may
attribute intellect to boys and diligence to
girls. Parents may also have such
assumptions about aptitudes.

Suggested interventions

As the problem begins after children start
schooling, the researchers believe
improving teacher training will be a
crucial intervention. If teachers are
encouraged to question girls and boys
equally often during maths and science
classes, and also to focus equally on the
talents and efforts of children of both
genders, it could lead to improved
outcomes.

Also, if teacher training in maths is
increased to improve their confidence
and interest in this topic, it could
effectively reduce the gap. This, the
researchers say, is especially true of a
country such as France, where most
primary school teachers are female.

Interventions could also be directed
towards children. For boys and girls to
become convinced that maths is worth
the effort, they should be exposed to both
male and female role models with whom
they can identify.

The researchers also suggest that girls
should be provided with ways to cope
with anxiety related to competition. They
suggest implementing self-affirmation
tasks. They also express belief that
accentuating an incremental view of
intelligence — that is, emphasising that
abilities and intelligence are malleable
and can be developed through effort and
learning — would help.

In short, it takes just a few months for a
gender gap to emerge, so quick
interventions could help close the gap
effectively.

When does the gender gap emerge with respect to
mathematical abilities?

IO a7 Tt & |EoT A f9T 3 Fa AT 2
Gender Gap in Mathematical Abilities: French Study Findings
aforer aveaTsit & fofer 3raR: wid e & sy

e A study in France found that boys and girls began school with the same
mathematical abilities.

Wi 3 fhT 31T Teh e # UTT a1 T o5 AR T3t Tper Y o3nnd F AT
TOrCT &TAAT3 o AT JAr e B |

o But a gender gap began emerging in the first year of school.

olfehat fAIT 3 Tohol & wgel af 7 & I3 |
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This finding was consistent across private and public schools.

Ig forsny rderfor 3R fsh St TR & TRal & WAL T § 9T =

The result held true in schools catering to high- and low-income families.

IE IROTA 3 Tell 7 87 T Irm 17 At 3= 3R =T 37 arer oRaRt & s=at #t
q3Ta ¢ |

The pattern was observed in every region.

Ig Y gT &1 H oy a1 |

Gender Gap in STEM and Early Mathematical Education
STEM # fer 3iar 3R R e arforchr fvam

Across the world, women are under-represented in STEM (science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics).

gﬁmmff, STEM (fa=rer, Wleanfrhy, sty 3ik arftre) & afgemait & smefierdt wa
gl

Their absence has consequences: it narrows perspectives in STEM, potentially
hinders research progress, and perpetuates gender differences at the workplace.

3eTehT 3afeAfaT & aRUTH g §: T8 STEM # gfeemor wt fiffe axar &, aler iy yarfar
F TRAT F FohaT g, 3R FRITTT 9 AT JTATTAT Y §40 1@ &

This inequality contrasts the fact that boys and girls begin school with the same
mathematical abilities.

g AT 30 a2 & Redia ¢ i a3& 3R asfarat waa v st aifordir amwansit &
Y YE A B

A gender gap begins to emerge after boys and girls start formal learning, i.e.,
during the first year of school.

foIeT 3R 9 39T 9Tl § S sk 3R ersfhar sitwamRe w0 & fawar diger e 8,
37T vgel A H|

These are the findings of a study published recently in Nature by researchers in
France.

Y fsahy g1l &Y 7 Nature 3 YaRITRIT Uah €T & &, Tl WIF & averasansit o o |

Understanding this data and its underlying reasons is crucial for policymakers to
intervene at the right time and in the right ways to narrow the gap.

5 52T 3R 38F HRON T FHSTAT A FAATAI3 & AT Hedd AFeaqQr § aifeh I FAG
TEd 3 T ad  gTaaIT FT 3T IR FI FH T TH|

Findings of the Study
T & forsany
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¢ Inthe past, several studies were conducted by educationists, economists,
sociologists, psychologists, and others.

T |

o A U.S. study showed a maths gender gap favouring boys emerged within the first
few years of schooling.

T ARG reaer 7 Ig IraT a1 T O F wrsent & wat F oo 3 Fpor & WRfAE
aut & & 33 3|

e Another French study of 2,633 children found no maths gender gap in kindergarten,
but it became favourable to boys by ages 7-8.

B H [T 31T U 317 376+ ST 2,633 Tt &r Anfaer fohar o= or, & 9 arm &
fstenéar # :§ foier araw w18t o, feher 7-8 a€ FY 3Ty T+ 7F ASHT & TaT H g I

e The latest Nature study reinforces previous results using an exceptionally large and
exhaustive dataset.

AT Nature IEITA o Hedd &AT9F IR TG 3T AT 1 39AT ik ool Tvvensit
1 e R 8

o Researchers studied 26.53 lakh children aged 5-7 years in France over four years.
QMEThclT3iT =¥ e 7 5-7 T 37 o 26.53 AT Fedl T IR quT oeh LA T

e They analysed four cohorts from 2018 to 2022, all of whom took the EvalAide, a
nationwide test for language and maths abilities.

3o6iel 2018 & 2022 T & AR T Fr faeevoT fham, f5eT T3 &7 EvalAide st TS
T Y T 3R IrforeT adie &1 o

¢ In 2018, when children entered school, average maths performance of boys and girls
was nearly identical.

2018 ﬁaaa'a}@@rﬁa@ar@, ar asi 3R asfRaY Y sttaa afordr yeeier arersrer
AT UT|

e However, more boys were found among the top and bottom performers.
gTenifen, oY 3T AT ygeie Fat arell & o=l i g&A 3faF urs 715 |

o After just four months of schooling, a small but significant gap emerged, favouring
boys.

R IR 7@ i Telt Rrew & a1c &) Ber AfdFa AgeaqUr IHa 3 o9, S F5H! & waT
#Har|

e By the next year, twice as many boys as girls were among the top 5% of
performers.

37eTer ¥ eh, Ay 5% eeleT FTet arall 7 arsfrat Y Jore 7 w5 Y FE&AT & I 81 TS|
e The gap appeared consistently across all four cohorts over the four years,
suggesting it wasn’t due to any particular societal, economic, or curricular change.

Ig 3T IRT aut & w3t =t F Ferar @ o3, Sad Ig TOse giar § 6 I8 fnd fafdrse
AT, 3T AT IrSHHT aRadsr & HRT AgT 47|
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e The gap was present in every region of France, in schools of all income levels, and in
both private and public schools, regardless of family composition.

Ig 3 I & &T &1, g YFR $Y 317 arel Thet, forsit 3 avarrdY St wpall & e
aRaER & @ra«r it ware e e Al an

o Interestingly, the gap was wider in high-income families, especially where both
parents were in scientific occupations — a pattern not seen in language tests.

oy 9 ¥, 3TT-3HTT aTaF IRERT 7 I8 3a) 30« A9« 2T, @Ee 5 g1} ATdl-
fram defore dart & & — 7 Ty stmer wdeTont o At aEh N

Analysing the Gender Gap
forer 3rax &1 faeeryor

e Since the children had similar abilities when they started formal education, the data
shows that the gap is not due to any fundamental gender difference in aptitudes.

Tieh areat #hr st et Fr e3ra # arare gAE of, safov Ser @ I8 TS glar §
o Ig 3R Hereqe folor-3menfe avevar 8 & HROT G & |

e Researchers provide caveats because the data is descriptive and cannot be used to
identify direct causes.

Mehcll F& AUTRAT Tl § FATToh 3T JoTelleata T T & 3N 58 Her FROIT Hir
9§l & ToIT 3YAET TaT [hdT ST HehdT |

o A study conducted at intervals makes it hard to evaluate the continuous effects of
school exposure or vacations.

HAGTRT T fRT T AT T SHIMAR el T I7 FEfAT o TS b FHeAehed HIeAT
i g1 ST g
e The tests were not strictly identical at all times during the study.
37T o SR Tl FHY R &ToT Rerer v S 781 |
e The data is limited to one country (France).
IE 3CT haol T &2 (W) dh A AT &
o Still, researchers offer explanations consistent with their findings.
Y 8T, eifereara 3ret forsensit 3 HT W & FASEFT Tl Fcd ¢ |

e Maths problems are often solved in time-bound and competitive environments,
which are conditions that girls are socially conditioned to fear.

forer FHEATT U EHgEey 3R gfarauieAes araraor # gt T S 8, S fa st
FI 5% & forw wrfas w0 & e = giar gl

e This anxiety could be widening the gap, especially when test difficulty increases.
g RIar foer 3 &Y T1 Fhd 8, AvaR S qdie FiSaE gedt 81
o Stereotypes that “boys are better at maths” may also be widening the gap.

Ig qatarg & "oed afd & dgar i &, o 37 3ia) Y wor I &
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Researchers say that in primary school, activities like counting and subtracting
become clearly labeled as ‘maths’, and this may give rise to gender stereotypes.

M3 & HTAR, A fegrera 7 M sk gera st afafafet i e o @
Ao FgT ST oot ¢, o fer-amenfe qaterg 33 @ohd &

These stereotypes may be internalised by children and affect their self-concept and
performance.

3 qdarg Toal g@RT ATeHATT T ST Hahvel 8, TTad 3otet 3iTed-aRon 3R ggefer genfaa
g TR B

Primary school teachers' attitudes may also be a factor.

wrrfA fearer & et T gffewior off v HROT 8l T &

For instance, teachers may encourage girls to read more and boys to do more
division and subtraction, implying intellect for boys and diligence for girls.

3CTE0T & foIT, et iRl &) 38+ gea 31k o5+ # Jf0F smr ik gem FA &
forT 9T ¢ T §, a8 o5t 1 geftan 31k Fsfanat &1 Agerdt AT Srar g

Parents may also have similar assumptions about their children’s aptitudes.

ATT-Rar o 319 St Y s F TR A W € qdaw W@ a5 €

Suggested Interventions
ATV T gTAaT

As the problem begins after children start schooling, researchers believe improving
teacher training will be a crucial intervention.

qfh JE HHAEIT Todl F THel YE FI & 916 YE BIcht ¢, FAAT MeRc131 7 Al 8 foh
fRraret 1 GfraTor FURET Teh Ageaqor gEAEIT grem|
If teachers are encouraged to question girls and boys equally during maths and

science classes, and focus equally on the talents and efforts of both genders, it could
lead to improved outcomes.

e FRYeTeh! 1 arfora 3T e it Famsit A asfral 3k as@ @ T0= 77 F RoaT B
3R ¥t forant Fr afasm 3t gt o1 THEE T @ eAreT & & forw wicanfea fFar S, ar
=aY dga¥ IRonH A T g

If teacher training in maths is increased to improve their confidence and interest, it
could effectively reduce the gap.

e o  RraTHY FT TRAGTOT SGTAT ST A1fSh 37T HTcATIRaT 3R 3 5, af sad 59

AT F TATN T A HA FAT 1T T 2|

This is especially important in countries like France, where most primary school
teachers are female.

I T &9 & B S et & Forw Ageaqul 8, STet arftreprer yrafae fagmerat # afgen
frere gt €
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« Interventions could also be directed towards children.
At Y 3T ot graaly RERT R ST 9dr B

e Boys and girls should be exposed to both male and female role models with whom
they can identify, so they believe maths is worth the effort.

rseht 3R arsfral @1 0 gew sk wfgar argelt & aRfRIa s s afee foe@ 3 e
FEEH F Feh, dTfeh I Aol foh IO H TATH FTAT ATF &

e Researchers suggest girls should be provided ways to cope with competition-
related anxiety.

aiverercll gama & § i wrsfnal #Y syt & S Rfar @ frveet & a8 verer R smt
Tifge]

e They suggest implementing self-affirmation tasks.
d ITeH -GS FTAT Y A1 Fl T GSAa & & |
o They believe accentuating an incremental view of intelligence — that abilities and

intelligence are malleable and can be developed through effort and learning —
would help.

3 AT § o qaftrerar i gafirefier gieeivr I Fgrar &1 — ITT IF F avaame s
g fawar ool e & 3R warw 7 Waer & Rwfia i o wwdt § — A gl

e In short, it takes just a few months for a gender gap to emerge, so quick
interventions could help close the gap effectively.

HarT 3, forer Jmenia 3R Fae o AL F 33T F1aT 8, AT A FEANT § 38 T
T ¥ FATCT AT AT GFaT B
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Dalai Lama suggests institution to
continue at 90th birthday launch

| ~
~

»
r

%

W — : AP

Exiled Tibetan spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, gave on Monday the
strongest indication yet that the 600-year-old institution would
continue after his death, at prayer celebrations for his 90th birthday.
The leader, who turns 90 on July 6, is according to Tibetans the 14th
reincarnation of the Dalai Lama. AFP
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Dalai Lama suggests institution to continue at 90th birthday
launch

gATS ATAT o 90T STt U HEAT & SR IgeT T Hohd 1GAT

Exiled Tibetan spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, gave on Monday the strongest
indication yet that the 600-year-old institution would continue after his death, at
prayer celebrations for his 90th birthday.

foratfRa fasad) sreafors adr, cams am#T S AHaR FY 39 909 ST=A T Y yrdan
I H TE 3T qF T HIW AT ol 1T FF 600 HTeT YA T§ HEAT 3% fovereT &
arg &t st et

e The leader, who turns 90 on July 6, is according to Tibetans the 14th reincarnation of
the Dalai Lama.

Ig AT, ST 6 TS Y 90 T & gl T3, feaelt dief & TUR, TS @17 & 149 IrqaR”
gl
TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And International

Relations)

1. EC clarifies on rules for intensive revision of Bihar’s
electoral rolls

fagr 1 Aacrar W= F ey gerdiaror & gt ) goma
TN HT TS

2. India fast-tracks 52 satellites for precision surveillance
following Operation Sindoor

TR R & a1 TF AR & AT o & 52 3qargt
BT Al { FAloa HIT Y GIHAT & Y

3. States must announce a cooperative policy by January
31 next year: Shah

ST Y 3ITY 31 FATadl doh HEhRI i T SIYOIT HIAT
el AT
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4. PM Modi’s five-nation tour to focus on defence, Africa
outreach, multilaterals

AT AT Y I 20T Y AT FHT BIhH T&TT, HHT TIH
3R sguahy Fegt w g

5. Coast Guard cooperation initiative launched by QUAD
nations

FATS ST GART TET&TH HEAT Tgel YT T 71§
6. Roll Crunch
HcTeTdl Tl T Hhe
7. In a perilous world, India must read the tea leaves well

Us Hhequl feT &, sRa Y F&dl F 7 ygar TfRw
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EC clarifies on rules for intensive
rev151on ()f Bihar’s electoral rolls

Sreeparna Chakraba
NEW DELHI

As the electoral rolls in Bi-
har are undergoing a spe-
cial intensive revision
(SIR), the Election Com-
mission (EC) on Monday
uploaded the 2003 list of
4.96 crore electors and
clarified that a person born
after 1987 need not give the
proof of birth of parents if
their names figure on the
2003 rolls. An extract of
the voter rolls will suffice in
such cases, it said.

Major relief

“The ease of availability of
2003 electoral rolls of Bi-
har would hugely facilitate
the ongoing special inten-
sive revision (SIR) in Bihar

EC clarifies on rules for intensive revision of Bihar’s electoral

rolls

feer 1 Aderar G & Ay gediator & @FAT W g 3mahr A

Tgscdr

as now nearly 60% of the
total electorate would not
have to submit any docu-
ments. They have to just
verify their details from the
2003 electoral rolls and
submit the filled-up enum-
eration form,” the EC said
in a statement.

In its instructions on the
SIR on June 24, the EC had
mentioned that the electo-
ral rolls with qualifying
date of January 1, 2003,
shall be made freely availa-
ble to all booth-level offic-
ers in hard copy, as well as
online on its website.

The poll body added
that as per instructions,
anyone whose name is not
on the 2003 Bihar electoral
rolls can still use the ex-
tract of the 2003 electoral

An elderly voter receives the
enumeration form in Bihar.

rolls rather than providing
any other documents for
his or her mother or father.
“In such cases only the re-
levant extract/details of the
2003 ER would be suffi-
cient. Such electors would
have to submit the docu-
ments, only for them-
selves, along with the

filled-up Enumeration
Form,” it said.

The EC guidelines said
any person whose name is
not recorded on the 2003
electoral rolls shall for esta-
blishing their eligibility to
be an elector submit from
among a wide range of elig-
ible government docu-
ments. Apart from the en-
umeration form, an
additional declaration
form shall be required to
be filled by the applicant to
support the declaration
made therein.

EDITORIAL

» PAGE 8

DATA POINT

» PAGE 9
RELATED REPORT
» PAGE 4

As the electoral rolls in Bihar are undergoing a special intensive revision (SIR),
the Election Commission (EC) on Monday uploaded the 2003 list of 4.96 crore
electors and clarified that a person born after 1987 need not give the proof of
birth of parents if their names figure on the 2003 rolls.

9 R A Aagrar Rt #1 QA wge wdaTor (SIR) 8 @1}, WAaAR Y gAra ST

(EC) o 4.96 F13 AdGTATHT i 2003 FY FeA 3raats $ 3T Fuse A &5 1987 F a1g

SR ST Y ATT-RT & S/ THIT &Y Y HTaeTRar A¢T § T 37 A 2003 F T

H et g
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o An extract of the voter rolls will suffice in such cases, it said.

U ATHeAT H FTeTar Fet HT 37T & qATC g1, THT TN o el |

Major Relief
Hgcaqol e

o “The ease of availability of 2003 electoral rolls of Bihar would hugely facilitate the
ongoing special intensive revision (SIR) in Bihar as now nearly 60% of the total
electorate would not have to submit any documents.

“2003 T TAER FcTETT FEt FY eI TAATH H Tl ¢ AT ger TANATOT (SIR) T HIhY
AT 1T &3, Fifeh 379 FoT AASTATIH & J TIHA 60% T HI§ GTATAS FHAT ST AT
g |

o They have to just verify their details from the 2003 electoral rolls and submit the
filled-up enumeration form,” the EC said in a statement.

3o Shael 2003 Y FcTeTaT el A 3q= Faazor A gffe =l & 3R R GIHT J0TAT B STAT
FIAT ¢, TN o 39 1T H T

Availability of 2003 Rolls
2003 Y =T T ITeretT

« Inits instructions on the SIR on June 24, the EC had mentioned that the electoral rolls
with qualifying date of January 1, 2003, shall be made freely available to all booth-
level officers in hard copy, as well as online on its website.

24 ST 1 SIR W AT a7 el #, 3T o e fohar a1 o 1 SFeradt 2003 HT Aegar
fafr arelt FaeTar gfRat @3l 97 ¥ & Rt # fyes w7 & 818 Fidt 7 3R
TS ATAIST I TS FTS SATCa |

Parent Linkage through 2003 Rolls
2003 1 FH F AT-fodr #1 gice

e The poll body added that as per instructions, anyone whose name is not on the 2003
Bihar electoral rolls can still use the extract of the 2003 electoral rolls rather than
providing any other documents for his or her mother or father.

AT AT & gl o ARl o 3T, afe et safda &1 amer 2003 $ fagR Fcerar g=h
#H AT €, I oY 3 3r9er Ave A1 Ry & AT 3ely 317 qedrdet & Soma 2003 F FaAY F T e

TEJT Y Fohdl & |
e “In such cases only the relevant extract/details of the 2003 ER would be sufficient.

“UH AT 3 2003 FY AGGTAT FeAT F1 TN 3ver/fyaor & gAied gl
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o Such electors would have to submit the documents, only for themselves, along with
the filled-up Enumeration Form,” it said.

@Wﬁaﬁmmmmﬁaaﬂ?mgmmﬁ#mmm,”mﬁ
e |

Guidelines for Those Not in 2003 Rolls
e st 2003 F= 7 1€ § 3% fow Ranfader

e The EC guidelines said any person whose name is not recorded on the 2003
electoral rolls shall, for establishing their eligibility to be an elector, submit from
among a wide range of eligible government documents.

AT AT & feemfardel & e, 7 farelt safdea 1 amer 2003 Fr Ferarar g # gt
el §, ol 3§ FACICT Sofel 3T AT I HIfeId e & THIT TR Tl geardsit Hir
T & & et T Y TEIT HIAT 1

o Apart from the enumeration form, an additional declaration form shall be required to
be filled by the applicant to support the declaration made therein.

IAOTAT B & AR, g AT Ueh FfaReFd aIvorm o 81T ghom, foad suA Mg
YOI T AT FRAT 1 TF |
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India fast-tracks 52 satellites
for precision surveillance
followmg Operation Sindoor

The Hmdu Bureau
NEW DELHI

After defence forces real-
ised the need for more pre-
cision surveillance during
Operation Sindoor, the Un-
ion government has or-
dered the fast-tracking of
the launch of 52 dedicated
surveillance satellites, en-
hancing round-the-clock
monitoring of coastline
and land borders.

In October last year, the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi-led Cabinet Commit-
tee approved $3.2 billion
for the SBS-III programme
to develop next-generation
satellites over the next de-
cade. Under the pro-
gramme, ISRO will manu-
facture and launch the first
21 satellites, while private
companies will handle the
remaining 31. The Defence

ISRO will make and
launch the first 21
satellites, while
private companies
will handle the

remaining 31

Space Agency (DSA) will
oversee the operation of
the newly launched satel-
lite system.

“We have asked the priv-
ate companies and ISRO
for early launch of satel-
lites. We are expecting first
set of satellites to be
launched by 2026,” said a
senior official. The official
added that the new satel-
lites will be using artificial
intelligence (Al) to make
smarter decisions and im-
prove overall performance
and efficiency in space.

During Operation Sin-

and land borders.

3itaeret figy & gt Tam aat 1 3t T IR A sraeaFar AgHy g # 91,
g THR o 52 FATTT IR 39argl & T8Iqor T IfHar F) I A 3T To1 71 332w
faar 8, o ad@w 3ilv Fuelir dienait #r Sidiat g ffarmeh aget

door, satellite-based sur-
veillance helped Indian de-
fence forces to act swiftly
by offering accurate intelli-
gence, including the trajec-
tory and movement of
drones and missiles. In-
dia’s satellites, like the Car-
tosat and RISAT, helped de-
fence forces to track
enemy mobilisation, con-
firm strike impact, and
maintain real-time situa-
tional awareness, which
prevented any major dam-
age to the country’s mili-
tary assets.

After the successful im-
plementation of SBS-IIL, In-
dia will become more self-
reliant and reduce its de-
pendence on  other
countries. It will help focus
more clearly and accurate-
ly on the Pakistan and Chi-
na border and the Indian
Ocean Region.

India fast-tracks 52
satellites for
precision
surveillance
following Operation
Sindoor

FrRereT gy & a1g
e AR & faw
HRA A 52 IUAGT HY
asit & AleeT A A
ufshaT & 1

After defence forces
realised the need for more
precision surveillance
during Operation Sindoor,
the Union government has
ordered the fast-tracking
of the launch of 52
dedicated surveillance
satellites, enhancing
round-the-clock
monitoring of coastline

e In October last year, the Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led Cabinet Committee

approved $3.2 billion for the SBS-lll programme to develop next-generation satellites

over the next decade.
Rroe af sragat 7 v g A F Aqed arell Hieie TR 7 3rerer gerw 7 arereh
Nt & Fargt & faera & forw $3.2 faferer & Al & oY, T SBS-II #/iw# &ar 7|

e Under the programme, ISRO will manufacture and launch the first 21 satellites, while
private companies will handle the remaining 31.
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9 SIHH F ded, ISRO Tge 21 3YaET &1 [AATOT 3R weiqor aer, STafe A9 31 3TargY
T Ay A Fufaat #r gidr srest)

e The Defence Space Agency (DSA) will oversee the operation of the newly launched
satellite system.

TIYI T 3YAE TUITelY o FTeT T IR FB%hw ¥ vaidT (DSA) 331

e “We have asked the private companies and ISRO for early launch of satellites. We
are expecting first set of satellites to be launched by 2026,” said a senior official.

Ueh IS ISR o hgl, “GH forsil HUfAAT 3R ISRO ¥ ofver waiqor & fow shgr &1 g
3rHe § [ 2026 d Yo Ac & 39IE H&IUd T few Srgar)”

o The official added that the new satellites will be using artificial intelligence (Al) to make
smarter decisions and improve overall performance and efficiency in space.

AR o T oY gl o AT IUART H FIAA EfOHAT (Al) F1 3uANeT fhar sieen fFrad
dgar forotar forw o ket 3R 3iaReT & Fror gaeier 3R gatar # R gham|

Role in Operation Sindoor
e fAgy & syfAer

o During Operation Sindoor, satellite-based surveillance helped Indian defence forces
to act swiftly by offering accurate intelligence, including the trajectory and movement
of drones and missiles.

3itoveret RAgY & STt 39arg-3menie farRmedt o TRl 1T Jail &l e RS A H
Feg d, fores 3t 3R Framsat & frem il aifer St wées gieam sl & a8

e India’s satellites, like the Cartosat and RISAT, helped defence forces to track enemy
mobilisation, confirm strike impact, and maintain real-time situational awareness,
which prevented any major damage to the country’s military assets.

HR & 38, S Cartosat 3 RISAT, & T&T deil I geareT HY afafaferat o faeredt
@, A & T $Y Yfee Ftet, 3N areafas v & Pufa i S a0 @« 7 #7eg
&, orad gor T Aoy wafardl Y 93 JHATT & TERT ST FH

Strategic Impact

A Ifas 9H1 T

o After the successful implementation of SBS-III, India will become more self-reliant and
reduce its dependence on other countries.
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SBS-lIl & % fhaTeads & 91, IR 3K 318 3rcAfasit s 3R 3= et )
forsiar gl

o It will help focus more clearly and accurately on the Pakistan and China border and
the Indian Ocean Region.

g giferedrer 3 =er S AT J2UT fg ATTHRR &7 W 38 Tove 3R G+ eare Figa
FLT H HGG P

States must announce
cooperative policy by
January 31 next year: Shah

The Hmdu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Home and Coopera-

tion Minister Amit Shah

said on Monday that every

State should announce its

~ cooperative policy before
January 31, 2026.

Mr. Shah said that the
National Cooperative Poli-
cy will be announced soon,
and it will be effective from
2025 to 2045. He said that
under the National Coop-
erative Policy, each State’s
cooperative policy will be
formulated according to
the cooperative conditions
of that State and specific
goals will be set.

He said that bringing
discipline, innovation, and
transparency to the coop-
erative sector across the
country will be achieved
through the Model Nation-
al Cooperative Policy Act.
The Minister added that
the creation of two lakh
primary agricultural credit
societies (PACS) should be

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with Union Minister Krishan Pal
Gurijar, Secretary of Ministry of Cooperation Ashish Kumar Bhutani
and Union Minister of State Murlidhar Mohol. ANI

completed by February
2026.

Mr. Shah chaired a
“Manthan Baithak” with
the Ministers of Coopera-
tion of all States on Mon-
day. He emphasised that
for a country with a popu-
lation of 140 crore, the
growth of GDP and GSDP,
and the creation of jobs
were important. He said
that cooperation was the
only option for generating
employment for every in-
dividual and the Ministry
of Cooperation was esta-

blished four years ago for
this reason.

The Minister said that
with sensitivity, coopera-
tion must be revitalised for
the welfare of millions of
small farmers and rural pe-
ople in the country, be-
cause there are immense
opportunities in the coop-
erative sector.

Mr. Shah said that
among the 60 initiatives to
develop the sector, the
creation of the National
Cooperative Database was
important.
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States must
announce
cooperative
policy by January
31 next year:
Shah

T4T Y 3T 31
STad d Tghr
sfifar fr alyor FIT
gIefl: g

Union Home and
Cooperation Minister
Amit Shah said on
Monday that every State
should announce its
cooperative policy
before January 31,
2026.

FE I[E TS HgHIAT
0 fAT e o AR
I Fgl fh g =T F 31
SteTail, 2026 ¥ ggel A=A
HehNI A Y giyor
T Tifewl
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e Mr. Shah said that the National Cooperative Policy will be announced soon, and it will
be effective from 2025 to 2045.

Y g oF g T ST TghRY A STeg & T T STUsht 3R 77 2025 F 2045 dF
CEICIRED]

e He said that under the National Cooperative Policy, each State’s cooperative policy
will be formulated according to the cooperative conditions of that State and specific
goals will be set.

3ogiel gl Toh TSEIT HEHRY Al o A8 Tcdh o hl TEHRT Al 39 Ao I TFHRY
aRTPAfeT o 3TaR 918 Sreel 3iR faflrse ser iR fane smean

¢ He said that bringing discipline, innovation, and transparency to the cooperative
sector across the country will be achieved through the Model National Cooperative
Policy Act.

3egiel heT foh SR 7 e Y & H HTATHA, TR 3R IRG RIaT 1) 1 v Als
T gl Afa siffags & aregs 8 forar seem|

e The Minister added that the creation of two lakh Primary Agricultural Credit Societies
(PACS) should be completed by February 2026.

#A1 F g oY a1 o &Y A wrIAE F wr@ afAfaat (PACS) &1 fAHTOT Biadt 2026 o
T X ToT ST =g v

e Mr. Shah chaired a “Manthan Baithak” with the Ministers of Cooperation of all States
on Monday.

Y Qg A WIHAAR FH T TAT & FEHIRAT HTAAT & TTY “HYT d5F” T 3re787aT $I

e He emphasised that for a country with a population of 140 crore, the growth of GDP and
GSDP, and the creation of jobs were important.

3ogie A e o 140 F3 H FAHEAT aTel &7 & forw GDP 31X GSDP $1 3fer 3k
SR FoAeT 37T Fgeaqor &

e He said that cooperation was the only option for generating employment for every
individual and the Ministry of Cooperation was established four years ago for this
reason.
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3ogiol gl Toh HERIRAT &1 8¢ STTFd o [T USTIR 3cToo] hiel T ThATT [dhed g IR
ST 36T W AR WIS Ggo WhTRAT HATST hT TATTAT T 375 Y|

e The Minister said that with sensitivity, cooperation must be revitalised for the welfare
of millions of small farmers and rural people in the country, because there are
immense opportunities in the cooperative sector.

H o gt fop 321 & @Y e framst 3R areEior @ent & Femor & v wagsrediear & aryr
HEHIRET o T @ Gisha 73 Sierm Tnfee, Faife agarll 89 # 379K FH1EATT ¢ |

e Mr. Shah said that among the 60 initiatives to develop the sector, the creation of the
National Cooperative Database was important.

Y 21Tg = gl Toh 38 817 FI farld el & foIT 60 Tgal # & TSET TEPRI 3T FHI
fo#HTOT Ueh FHgcaqot FEH ¢

PM Modi’s five-nation tour to focus on
defence, Africa outreach, multilaterals

Suhasini Haidar
Kallol Bhattacherijee
NEW DELHI

Defence, rare earth miner-
als, cooperation on coun-
ter-terror, and south-south
cooperation will be among
the focus areas during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s July 2-9 five-nation
tour covering Ghana, Trini-
dad and Tobago, Argenti-
na, Brazil, and Namibia.
“Broadly, we have a few
areas that seem to be of in-
terest to the Brazilian side.
They are interested in se-
cure communication sys-
tems on the battlefield.
They are also interested in
offshore patrol vessels.
Brazil has Scorpene sub-
marines — they are inter-
ested in partnering with us
in maintaining those sub-
marines. They also seem to
be interested in the Akash
air defense system and in
coastal surveillance sys-
tems, Garuda artillery guns
and so on,” said P. Kuma-

ran, Secretary (East) in the
Ministry of  External
Affairs.

The discussion on de-

fence cooperation bet-
ween Brazil and India is ex-
pected to take place during
July 5-8, when Mr. Modi
will visit Rio De Janeiro and
Brasilia.

The highlight of the Bra-
zil visit will be Mr. Modi’s
participation in the main
session of the BRICS sum-
mit on July 6, when mem-
ber countries will discuss
“Reform of the Global
Governance”.

Other items at the sum-
mit will be “Peace and Se-

curity”,  “Environment,
COP 30 and Global
Health”,  strengthening

multilateralism, economic

and financial affairs and
Artificial Intelligence.

Discussion at the level of
National Security Advisers,
business council meetings,
women’s business alliance
and civil council-level talks
will find convergence at
the declaration of the lead-
ers, said Dammu Ravi, Se-
cretary (Economic Rela-
tions) of the MEA. He
added that India will hold
the BRICS chair in 2026.

Mr. Modi’s visit to Ar-
gentina will mark the first
full-fledged meeting bet-
ween him and Argentina’s
President Javier Gerardo
Milei. Defence, rare earth
minerals, agriculture, tra-
ditional and renewable
energy, and trade and in-
vestment are expected to
feature in India-Argentina
talks this time. In the
BRICS meeting in Brazil
and Argentina, India is ex-
pected to reiterate its con-
cerns on cross-border
terrorism.

Mr. Modi’s first stop will
be Ghana, where he will be
hosted on July 2-3. This will
be followed by his visit to
Trinidad and Tobago on Ju-

ly 3-4, which will be fol-
lowed by his visit to Argen-
tina. The last stop in his
tour will be Namibia,
where he will pay tribute
to Namibian decolonisa-
tion icon Sam Nujoma,
who passed away on Fe-
bruary 8.

An agreement on un-
ified payment interopera-
bility is expected to be
signed during Mr. Modi’s
visit to Namibia. “Africa in
recent times has evolved. It
has become more aspira-
tional. It wants manufac-
turing to happen
within the countries and it
wants value addition to
happen within its coun-
tries,” Mr. Ravi said.

Agriculture, building a
vaccine development hub
in west Africa, critical min-
erals, digital public infras-
tructure, and renewal of
cultural exchange pro-
grammes will be among
the “focus” areas during
Mr. Modi’s visit to Ghana,
Mr. Ravi said.

Mr. Modi’s visit to Trini-
dad and Tobago will be the
first Prime Minister-level
visit from India since 1999.

PM Modi’s five-
nation tour to
focus on defence,
Africa outreach,
multilaterals
TTTHAT AT Y
qir &1 Y I1ET & T
B T&TT, ThIhT
J9F 3R Tguah
et o g

. Defence, rare earth
minerals, cooperation on
counter-terror, and south-
south cooperation will be
among the focus areas
during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s July 2-9
five-nation tour covering
Ghana, Trinidad and
Tobago, Argentina, Brazil,
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and Namibia.

FUTAHA Y5 AN T 2-9 TS T grar G2t Y AT o SR V&, geler gt @i,
Frcerare, Ul wgAer 3 gfaror-afaror weaeT ww Wi & giet| Ig I uren, e
3k @aa, 3retdian, sefter 3 AifaaT #F HaT FLEf)

« “Broadly, we have a few areas that seem to be of interest to the Brazilian side.

‘G AR, F5 817 § [SeTe arefter 1 3 @ & Rwrs & @ g

o They are interested in secure communication systems on the battlefield.

d e &1 # AT gar gonfordt 7 & @ B

e They are also interested in offshore patrol vessels.

q 3R arech sreTat # off of T ¥

o Brazil has Scorpene submarines — they are interested in partnering with us in
maintaining those submarines.

SToiTeT o 9T Scorpene YaAgfeaaT § — I 3e7eh T@IETE H WIHIGRY Tl Aec ¢ |

o They also seem to be interested in the Akash air defense system, coastal
surveillance systems, Garuda artillery guns and so on,” said P. Kumaran, Secretary
(East), Ministry of External Affairs.

d 3TRTer ATy T&TT Jorrelt, Jérr et yorrelt, ares A 3nfe & of s @ €7 7%
SRR fader Farera & | (qd) o FAR = 8|

o The discussion on defence cooperation between Brazil and India is expected to take
place during July 5-8, when Mr. Modi will visit Rio De Janeiro and Brasilia.

Rt 3 SToiTeT o Sl T&IT HEANT R el 5-8 SATS o el gam, o7 Ay R 3 st
3t srhferaT &1 ST i

e The highlight of the Brazil visit will be Mr. Modi’s participation in the main session of
the BRICS summit on July 6, where member countries will discuss “Reform of the
Global Governance”.

SIS AT Y HEL 1T 6 FAT$ 1 BRICS Rraw awadaer & 7eq a9 # A &1 ey
g1ef, STeT TeE &er “dRae amEe § FUR” W T2 HE|
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e Other items at the summit will be “Peace and Security”, “Environment, COP 30 and
Global Health”, strengthening multilateralism, economic and financial affairs, and
Artificial Intelligence.

IR weatelst # 31 fawg gier — “enifer 3l graw”, “gvawor, COP 30 3R dRTw
T, TEURTATE FI Y56 H1, IS AR el amre, 3R FhHe qeftrem)

o Discussion at the level of National Security Advisers, business council meetings,
women’s business alliance, and civil council-level talks will find convergence at the
declaration of the leaders, said Dammu Ravi, Secretary (Economic Relations), MEA.

TR &1 a3t Hr gAfera rfAcafaa aanit & aivor 93 7 g, I8 STaer) e #EreT
¥ nfds way gl sepdfaad
o He added that India will hold the BRICS chair in 2026.

3ogley gl Toh AR 2026 A BRICS Y 37€T8TdT SH9m|

e Mr. Modi’s visit to Argentina will mark the first full-fledged meeting between him and
Argentina’s President Javier Gerardo Milei.

3T EYT T AT o AR AIEY T It larr & sgufer AT ISt Aot & arer geelt got
do= gt

o Defence, rare earth minerals, agriculture, traditional and renewable energy, and
trade and investment are expected to feature in India-Argentina talks this time.

3H I HRA-3TSIEIAT aTat 37 T&TT, gerer @ievet, FTV, TRIRE 3R adiwwoig s, v
SATIR T fA32r AMTAST TEa1 1 HHTT &

e In the BRICS meeting in Brazil and Argentina, India is expected to reiterate its
concerns on cross-border terrorism.

areiter 31T 3T & 8ot arelt BRICS & & $TRd WATIR 3Tdehdie IR 3791 fRramsit 1

greraaT|
e Mr. Modi’s first stop will be Ghana, where he will be hosted on July 2-3.
AICT T Yg el ISTd ©TAT G191, ST 9 2—-3 ST hl AT H W37

e This will be followed by his visit to Trinidad and Tobago on July 3—4, which will be
followed by his visit to Argentina.

S8 d1G dg 34 [eTs 1 Fafare it e &1 gl i, 3R e st seer

e The last stop in his tour will be Namibia, where he will pay tribute to Namibian
decolonisation icon Sam Nujoma, who passed away on February 8.

1T 1 A gB1a AT ghom, SeT & 8 $eadY F Raard ARaTE Taaaar A s 3
FSNHT T SgTifer &3 |

e An agreement on unified payment interoperability is expected to be signed during
Mr. Modi’s visit to Namibia.
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AIEY T ATHTT AT & SRTeT FEFT S[aTeret gorrel e o wosila
gl

« “Africa in recent times has evolved. It has become more aspirational. It wants
manufacturing to happen within the countries and it wants value addition to happen
within its countries,” said Mr. Ravi.

“gTel & ISl 3 31T H Gl 3T ¢ | T§ 379 SI1GT Agearahiall g1 3137 ¢ | 98 Iigdl ¢ fh
forator 3R Aeads 3ue 39w et 7 g, o I F e

o Agriculture, building a vaccine development hub in West Africa, critical minerals,
digital public infrastructure, and renewal of cultural exchange programmes will be
among the focus areas during Mr. Modi’s visit to Ghana, Mr. Ravi said.

5t I & 3TAR, AE e A F F, afvwwT s § S e e, Ageaqet
afasr, Bfores ardstfas® sraataen, 3R Fepfas A -TarT FRAGAT ST AdlAH0T Foq@
BIHH 817 gl |

e Mr. Modi’s visit to Trinidad and Tobago will be the first Prime Minister-level visit from
India since 1999.

Afaere ik A& Hr A H IrET 1999 F S F HRT T Tgell TaT=TH= T I=T 8191 |

]
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Coast Guard
cooperation
initiative
launched by
QUAD nations

[ ettt i R e T R |

1GS Paper |I: Global Groupings 1

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The coast guards of QUAD
nations — India, Japan, the
United States, and Austra-
lia — have launched the
QUAD at Sea Ship Observer
Mission to deepen mari-
time cooperation in the
Indo-Pacific.

The observer-at-sea en-
gagement marks a first-of-
its-kind initiative among
the Indian Coast Guard, Ja-
pan Coast Guard, United
States Coast Guard, and
Australian Border Force.

Based on the Wilming-
ton Declaration adopted at
the QUAD Leaders’ Sum-
mit in September 2024, the
mission reflects the collec-
tive resolve to strengthen a
free, inclusive and rules-
based Indo-Pacific.

It reinforces joint mari-
time readiness through en-
hanced interoperability,
domain awareness and
coordination, said a press
release.
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Coast Guard cooperation initiative launched
by QUAD nations

FaTS 2T GIRT TET&TH HEAWT Tgel A Y 7S

The coast guards of QUAD nations — India, Japan, the
United States, and Australia — have launched the QUAD at
Sea Ship Observer Mission to deepen maritime cooperation
in the Indo-Pacific.

FATS AT — HR, ST, FART 3% sireeforar i gears gt o
fég-werier &1 7 WA WEANT FI 7T FW F AT QUAD at Sea
Ship Observer Mission a_,mﬁ?m%l

e The observer-at-sea engagement marks a first-of-its-kind
initiative among the Indian Coast Guard, Japan Coast Guard,
United States Coast Guard, and Australian Border Force.

AR deIaTH o, SATITT deIaTd I, AN deaTs ad, 3K
sireeforars Hem g & S 95 wHE # TddeTE HENERY OF Tl aR #
TS IEA &

o Based on the Wilmington Declaration adopted at the QUAD
Leaders’ Summit in September 2024, the mission reflects the
collective resolve to strengthen a free, inclusive and rules-based
Indo-Pacific.

IE fArereT e 2024 7 QUAD Aarst & @R @7 3 39«10 a0
fafesares alwor-us o3 3mena & 3R e, gamaeh ik fAager-amaRa
fRg-gerid 1 AT F T FEAfRF Tfaagear 1 g & |

e It reinforces joint maritime readiness through enhanced

interoperability, domain awareness, and coordination, said a press
release.

I HYFA FHAT deuar ! serrnfafad, =t smresan, ik waeaa
& HATEIH H AT HdT &, TAT 3 faaifee & shgr o)
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Roll crunch

The ECTs rushed intensive electoral
revision in Bihar risks voter exclusion
E lections in India feature a larger number

of voters from among the poor and margi-

nalised sections when compared to the
West, offering them the best outlet to register
their views while choosing their representatives.
The Election Commission of India (ECI) has done
yeoman work in increasing voter participation by
easing the registration process, allowing the poor
in even less developed States to vote enthusiasti-
cally. On Saturday, the ECI initiated a “Special In-
tensive Revision” of electoral rolls in Bihar ahead
of Assembly elections scheduled in October. The
objective of ensuring an accurate electoral roll is
constitutionally sound as this includes adding all
eligible citizens and eliminating ineligible voters
such as the dead, those who have shifted and also
non-citizens. However, the hurried timeline and
the documentation requirements for verification
raise serious concerns about the potential exclu-
sion of genuine voters. The ECI has said that Bi-
har’s Draft Electoral Rolls, as of January 1, 2025,
stand at close to 7.96 crore electors. It has also
said that 4.96 crore individuals, who were on the
2003 electoral roll, will not need to submit fresh
documents, and for their children, only an ex-
tract of the 2003 roll can serve as proof for their
parents. However, the figure from 2003 is not
static. A significant number has either passed
away or migrated. The Hindu’s Data Point esti-
mates this attrition to be around 1.8 crore. Thus,
the number of living, resident electors from the
2003 list eligible for simplified verification is clos-
er to 3.16 crore. Consequently, the actual figure of
those who need to provide fresh documents for
enrolment would be closer to 4.74 crore.

These individuals would have to prove their
elector status within a month when the draft roll
is prepared. Their claims and objections will have
to be filed within a month after that, which is too
short a period. The challenge is compounded by
the ECI’s illustrative list of 11 acceptable docu-
ments. Bihar has historically lagged in birth regis-
tration, with very few in possession of birth cer-
tificates. The possession of other “official”
documents such as matriculation certificates and
government-issued IDs also remain low among a
large section of the population, especially the
poor and the less educated. The exclusion of
widely available documents such as Aadhaar or
current ration cards is also puzzling as these are
more accessible to Bihar’s marginalised com-
munities. Considering the enormity of the exer-
cise, the ECI should reconsider its approach.
Such an intensive revision should be conducted
over a much extended period, and for all States,
and completed before the 2029 general election,
rather than rushing it through before the As-
sembly election. The integrity of the electoral
process demands caution and time, especially
when dealing with the fundamental right to vote.
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Roll Crunch
HTeTdT T T Hhe

Elections in India feature a larger number of voters from
among the poor and marginalised sections when
compared to the West, offering them the best outlet to
register their views while choosing their
representatives.

HRe # gerat # afvas Gt A goe # e sk gflte F
qelt @ 3O FE&aT # AdSrAT #HT A 8, W 37 v
yfafafer gorer & gher 3raelt T gt et &1 gad resT
ATETH AeTar g1

. The Election Commission of India (ECI) has done
yeoman work in increasing voter participation by easing the
registration process, allowing the poor in even less developed
States to vote enthusiastically.

R fAaTeeT 3T (ECI) ¥ IofiehIoT UfshaT it HTHTT ST
Adarar HRMERY dg 7 Ageaqul 11 fvam &, ored 7 aefaa

Tt & IR Y IHTEYIH FaT T T ¢

. On Saturday, the ECI initiated a “Special Intensive
Revision” of electoral rolls in Bihar ahead of Assembly
elections scheduled in October.

AfAGR Y ECI o 3rargat # gl arol g frererwsi gamat @ vgor
“FaR IrgeT AdIaTor” Y QLI |

. The objective of ensuring an accurate electoral roll is
constitutionally sound as this includes adding all eligible citizens

and eliminating ineligible voters such as the dead, those who have
shifted and also non-citizens.

FEF ATl Y FARTT FI T 3eged waufas wo @ sfaa g
Fifeh SEH HelT uT AETRET T SIS IR F, TAHATRT I7 IR-
SARTRERT &Y geT=T anfder &

. However, the hurried timeline and the documentation

requirements for verification raise serious concerns about the
potential exclusion of genuine voters.

gTlifer, dor TAIHAT 31 AT iHIor & foIT 3raeds axddsl v
AT ¥ IEATaS AdSTAI3T & d1g< g1 ST T 73X 31T 3cuea
g g
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e The ECI has said that Bihar’s Draft Electoral Rolls, as of January 1, 2025, stand at
close to 7.96 crore electors.

ECI a1 &gl & o 1 Stevadl 2025 Teh fIgR Y IRfAw Aaarar gt 7 oererT 7.96 F03
AAGTAT o & |
« |t has also said that 4.96 crore individuals, who were on the 2003 electoral roll, will

not need to submit fresh documents, and for their children, only an extract of the 2003
roll can serve as proof for their parents.

AT o g o T & o 2003 FY AAGTT G H Gof 4.96 FUF sATF FT AT gEddat
TEIT e T ITTRTehdl oTei glatT, 3R 3eTeh sreal & ferw, 2003 T[T a1 372 &Y HNemaH
YHTOT & &9 F gATCT 89|

o However, the figure from 2003 is not static. A significant number has either passed
away or migrated.

gTcTeR, 2003 FT HEAT YT AL &1 U TS T&AT AT Y 7 81 Tehr § AT FAATARS 81 T
el

o The Hindu’s Data Point estimates this attrition to be around 1.8 crore.
& fRg & 32T 9ise & AR, g U of9rsial 1.8 FUS ¢

e Thus, the number of living, resident electors from the 2003 list eligible for simplified
verification is closer to 3.16 crore.

sgfoT, I S 9fshaT & o o adaTeT shfad 3 e Aaeransit $Hr gwar oemsrer
3.16 TS ¢

e Consequently, the actual figure of those who need to provide fresh documents for
enrolment would be closer to 4.74 crore.

sTcitotclet, ToTeT Sllail &l GeT: SFaTaST STAT A G131, 3oTehl TEAT ST 4.74 FU3 g191T |

e These individuals would have to prove their elector status within a month when the
draft roll is prepared.

o1 cFda t IRIAF Yot HIR B & T 7 & iy 91T AT it gy YT
gram|

o Their claims and objections will have to be filed within a month after that, which is too
short a period.

37 a18 AR ITARIAT 50 A1E T JE & e ot el g1om, S o agd 37 awT |

o The challenge is compounded by the ECI’s illustrative list of 11 acceptable
documents.

Ig Faitclr 3R 9 STl § i ECI ¥ 11 AT SFAdail Y T F ST 1 3

o Bihar has historically lagged in birth registration, with very few in possession of birth
certificates.

fER WaeRe ™0 ¥ S gSiiHIor # NS WwWTE, ﬁ?mmﬂwﬁaﬁmaga
FAGI
e The possession of other “official” documents such as matriculation certificates and

government-issued IDs also remains low among a large section of the population,
especially the poor and the less educated.

Page4 1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

m“mmﬁﬁ”ﬁ%mmmmmwaﬁaﬁMﬁm
& U 181 &, TR IR 3R F fAfda 9t & 9|

o The exclusion of widely available documents such as Aadhaar or current ration cards
is also puzzling as these are more accessible to Bihar's marginalised communities.

YT 3N TAATST AT HTS Y ITH GEATAAT 1 Gl T qTET FIAT o) 80T FA 1T 8,
FiTeh I TAER 1 gTfre Y JardY & forw 3rferes gorer 1
o Considering the enormity of the exercise, the ECI should reconsider its approach.

8 O ik 1 fremmeraT ST 2Wd U, ECI I 3791 Wy ) qafdar e v

e Such an intensive revision should be conducted over a much extended period, and
for all States, and completed before the 2029 general election, rather than rushing it
through before the Assembly election.

UHT g GANETOT Ueh it 3rafer & 31K weft Tt A foha S =g e, 3R 53 2029 & 3
AT § gl T FRT ST A1fR T, o o Renmerars it gorma & ugel Steqarst #|

o The integrity of the electoral process demands caution and time, especially when
dealing with the fundamental right to vote.

AdcrT SiRaT Y Feqetar & T graumE 3R 9T 3192T+ §, [V 59 I8 AdET &
Hifor 3rfleR & ST
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ndia’s foreign policy is currently facing an

existential crisis. The second term of the

Trump administration, which had

previously been welcomed by India, has
upset India’s carefully crafted foreign policy. The
recent India-Pakistan conflict should also be
viewed as a ‘wakeup call’. As details of the extent
of China’s military connections to Pakistan and of
equipment transfer tumble out, India must take
notice.

Next to the China-Pakistan nexus in the region,
itis India’s approach to events in West Asia and
the Israel-Iran conflict that clearly need a relook.
India has tried, not very successfully, to sit on the
fence as far as the current Israel-Iran war is
concerned, but it probably needs to think
through what is best in its interest. The stakes
have become higher with the United States
involving itself directly in the Israel-Iran conflict,
which saw it using, for the first time, its GBU-57
bunker buster bomb to destroy Iran’s nuclear
facilities at Fordow, Natanz and another
embedded nuclear site. Neutrality is no longer an
option, and despite the announcement of a
ceasefire, the possibility of an all-out war is a
distinct possibility.

A term that is no longer taboo

With the use of the GBU-57 precision guided
bombs, the conflict in West Asia has clearly
attained a new dimension. The dreaded ‘N word’
is no longer taboo. Hence, the question that India
needs to answer is whether it can continue to
keep up its stance of neutrality. The situation is
turning increasingly complex and it is no longer a
mere wakeup call for India and countries across
the globe. The threat has become all too real.

It may be too far-fetched to assert that a
neutral India is “friendless’ in the world of today.
A look at the state of affairs that concerns India
would suggest, however, that this could well
become the case — and that it could continue for
quite some time in the future. India’s professed
leadership of the Global South and its patronage
of nations across West Asia brought it no
dividends during the recent India-Pakistan
conflict. Instead, India has since been reminded
— if this was needed — that it confronts two
hostile nuclear powers in its neighbourhood,
both of whom would have no moral
compunctions in utilising nuclear weapons, if the
opportunity arose. Hence, India cannot, any
longer, afford to believe that its current policies
are bearing fruit. A correct reading of ‘the tea
leaves’ as they exist at present is essential for
India’s present and its future.

Donald Trump's ‘Make America Great Again’
(MAGA) policies are today adversely impacting
India at levels other than just trade and
economics. The U.S. President’s claims to have
effected a ceasefire between India and Pakistan,
following the short India-Pakistan conflict in May
— something that India contradicts, but which

M.K. Narayanan

is a former Director,
Intelligence Bureau,
a former National
Security Adviser, and
a former Governor
of West Bengal

A changing
world does not
seem to favour
India’s
long-held policy
prescriptions; it
would be wise
for New Delhi
to prepare for
eventualities of
every kind

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pakistan’s ‘Maximum Leader’ Field Marshal Asim
Munir, has publicly endorsed — sets India on a
collision course with the U.S. President and his
Administration. Mr. Trump’s lunch for Field
Marshal Munir and the fact that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi chose not to respond to Mr,
Trump’s invitation to visit Washington (while
returning from the G-7 meeting in Canada), is
again likely to be played up by elements in the
U.S. and across the world who favour Pakistan
against India.

The Israel-Iran conflict is yet another situation
in which India finds itself as an ‘outlier’.
‘Neutrality’, in the compelling circumstances of
today, is out of sync with reality as also the
situation on the ground. India’s tilt towards Israel
in recent times, it would appear, has become
something of an albatross around India’s neck.
India’s Iran policy today has few takers beyond
India’s borders. Its policy of maintaining an
equidistance between Israel and Iran has proved
to be of little use in so far as extolling the virtues
of non-alignment are concerned.

Admittedly, we live in perilous times. Today's
situation does not seem to favour India’s
long-held policy prescriptions. Israel’s
premeditated attack on Iran’s nuclear sites —
aided by the U.S. dropping bunker buster bombs
— has seen little condemnation across the world.
Iran, which needed a strong voice of support like
that of India’s to counter the narrative of Israel,
the U.S. and the West, will find little comfort in
India’s ‘calls for restraint’ on all sides. India’s
support and voice, based on its moral strength,
would have mattered were it seen to support the
victim of the attack, rather than maintain an
equidistance between Israel and Iran.

It is true that in today’s world, it is fashionable
to denigrate consensus in favour of ‘might’. For
instance, at the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore
in May, the emphasis seemed to be on the
criticality of “hard power’ as against ‘soft power’,
with dialogue taking a back seat. The stage was
set by the U.S. Secretary of Defence, Pete
Hegseth, who declared that a ‘free and open
Indo-Pacific’ was a sine qua non for peace in the
region, and that China’s ‘calls for hegemony’ in
Asia were untenable. He reminded the Singapore
audience that ‘any unilateral attempt to change
the status-quo in the South China Sea and the
First Island Chain by force or coercion is
unacceptable’. This disturbed the normally placid
atmosphere seen at the Shangri-La Dialogue, and
produced a strong repartee from the Chinese
delegate present. Subsequently, a Chinese
Foreign Ministry Spokesman warned that the ‘US
must never play with fire on the Taiwan
question’.

‘What India needs to do

Hence, it would be wise in the circumstances for
India to prepare for future eventualities of every
kind. To start with, there needs to be a detailed

study of the growing China-Pakistan military
connection as the India-Pakistan conflict in May
this year has merely hit the ‘pause button’. More
importantly, India must try and better
understand how deeply China’s military
capabilities have been meshed with those of
Pakistan, the critical role being played today by
Chinese weaponry in Pakistan’s defence plans,
and how Pakistan has managed to integrate
Chinese systems with its own defence plans and
procedures, including its claims of being able to
lock on to hostile targets to counter an attack.
Additionally, India needs more details regarding
the numbers of J-10Cs and JF-17 fighters in
Pakistan’s inventory.

As a part of its preparations for a future
conflict, India would also do well to examine
whether it has the necessary wherewithal for
conflicts of longer durations. The United
Kingdom, for instance, recently undertook an
in-depth study of its defence capabilities which
helped highlight areas of critical weakness,
including that of ammunition stockpiles, the need
to set up a new National Armament System, and a
new Cyber and Electromagnetic Command to
oversee networks and electronic warfare. For
India to prepare for a two front war, it should,
apart from learning lessons from the
Russia-Ukraine war, refine its policies on many
such aspects as well. Undoubtedly, Artificial
Intelligence (AI) will be a national priority.
Aspects such as electro-magnetic manoeuvres to
neutralise drones, loitering munitions and glide
bombs that dominate the skies today in periods of
conflict, should again have high priority.

China’s white paper

While India remains preoccupied with Pakistan,
it would also do well to read the fine print in
China’s recently published white paper on
“National Security in the ‘New Era'. This has a
clear enunciation of Chinese strategic thinking
today and mentions that ‘development and
security are like two wings of one body’. The
white paper reads like a ‘testament’ on the
importance of maintaining scientific and
technological security at all times, and the
importance of ensuring maintainability of supply
chains. It also has a mention of the situation
prevalent in the areas neighbouring China,
underscoring the fact that these pose threats to
China’s borders.

To conclude, it might bear mentioning that if
China intends to reinforce its strategic objectives
in Asia, specially in South Asia, the criticality of
its alliance with Pakistan to encircle India must
not be underestimated. Also at a time, when the
‘N word’ is being openly bandied about, India
must reckon with the fact that China has more
than a 3:1 advantage over India in terms of
deploying nuclear warheads, and an almost 5:1
advantage if the nuclear warheads of China and
Pakistan are combined.

In a perilous world, India must read the tea leaves well

TS HheQUT faed H, HRA ) Tl F T I AIRT

India’s foreign policy is currently facing an existential crisis.

R T faer N 37 T/ v 3¥dcasrd Ghe &1 T FT W@ 2
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The second term of the Trump administration, which had previously been welcomed
by India, has upset India’s carefully crafted foreign policy.

TFT GATHA F G FIEFIA o, [ R o Tgol TTaTel FohaT AT, IR I AEUTAGdh
IR i ar$ Rager Ay = anfea o R B

The recent India-Pakistan conflict should also be viewed as a ‘wakeup call’.

gIforaT HIRA-IIfREdTe Y FI Teh ‘AdIaay & & H SW@T ST AT

As details of the extent of China’s military connections to Pakistan and of equipment
transfer tumble out, India must take notice.

S & et 3tk mifReaTe & A= Tt 33T IUFOIT F TAAEIOT 7 TAaI0T A 31T TET &,
R I 38 ITHRAT T ol AT

Next to the China-Pakistan nexus in the region, it is India’s approach to events in West
Asia and the Israel-lran conflict that clearly need a relook.

& F DT-IIfFEdrT TSIz & 3rcirar, Ifas TR 3K suEa-ST §u¥ & yfa IRa &
gTeCehIOT UX YT hT 3Taregehctl &

India has tried, not very successfully, to sit on the fence as far as the current Israel-
Iran war is concerned, but it probably needs to think through what is best in its
interest.

HRA o TAHAT SHTSA-SUT Joof H ACEY @1 h hITRAL T, cifeheT 379 38 9= Rt &

AR WY T TRl |

The stakes have become higher with the United States involving itself directly in the
Israel-Iran conflict, which saw it using, for the first time, its GBU-57 bunker buster
bomb to destroy Iran’s nuclear facilities.

STl HYFA T AN A e, T WY SASA-IT Ferd 7 AT Fohar 3N Tl IR
GBU-57 S&T S¥CT T &I STAHTS X $UT Y TAT] FAeme o7ve i, fFafa s asfiw gt
TSR

Neutrality is no longer an option, and despite the announcement of a ceasefire, the
possibility of an all-out war is a distinct possibility.

deEydr 3F fasew 781 ¢, 3R Jeufaws i ahyon & aras(g, qob Jar T FHIEAT T ol
g &l

A term that is no longer taboo
31 afoid STEY 8T U eUueg

With the use of the GBU-57 precision guided bombs, the conflict in West Asia has
clearly attained a new dimension.

GBU-57 W& ARTGRIT AT & waeT O Iies vRAT &1 6 379 U 7 & & =rer ar=r
gl

The dreaded ‘N word’ is no longer taboo.
$TUTAE “GIATOL eeg; 3 TSI 761 TET &
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¢ Hence, the question that India needs to answer is whether it can continue to keep up its
stance of neutrality.
AT AR ST T TATT FIAT G191 Toh FAT TG YT AEEY sAlfel T S0 & TohT ¢ |

e The situation is turning increasingly complex and it is no longer a mere wakeup call
for India and countries across the globe.

ety srcda SAfeer gl 3T 11 § 3N Ig 319 sharel R & T &1 78T, afesh QU gfrar &

T T Aqrat & 30 57 75 8

e The threat has become all too real.
G 39 T E IATIH g1 A&

o It may be too far-fetched to assert that a neutral India is ‘friendless’ in the world of
today.

Ig el TN TFAYOT 81 HeheTl © Toh TEET R 3ToT Y gferam 3 ke B
e Alook at the state of affairs that concerns India would suggest, however, that this could
well become the case — and that it could continue for quite some time in the future.

gTelifeh TR & Tt aRTEufIT s Smert aorar & 6t sfasar o wera § 31 g Rfa
WS FAT aF 9N @ TR B

o India’s professed leadership of the Global South and its patronage of nations across
West Asia brought it no dividends during the recent India-Pakistan conflict.

HR 1 ey AR aftror i Aqeasrt yffwT ik afRasr ol & qut & gader &
BT ARA-IThEdT WEY 3 IS T ABT tl'§"£|ﬂTI

« Instead, India has since been reminded — if this was needed — that it confronts two
hostile nuclear powers in its neighbourhood.

SHS FoITY N I T ITe; FeelTaT 1T o I8 319 ISIH 7 & graAer qLaTo] afeerat &r

TTHAT T & |
e Both of whom would have no moral compunctions in utilising nuclear weapons, if the
opportunity arose.

alat l A AT el AT aATo] FAARY & 3uier A :18 Afaw s 7@t gen|

e Hence, India cannot, any longer, afford to believe that its current policies are bearing
fruit.

SHTOIT A 319 TG ATl T SR 761 36T Wbl foh 3T AlSIaT AITAAT FATTFRY 8 |

e A correct reading of ‘the tea leaves’ as they exist at present is essential for India’s
present and its future.

TAATT  HIS[G Tl HI e &1 F HASAT AR & Foraet AR 1l & forw sreaa
TaRTH B

e Donald Trump’s ‘Make America Great Again’ (MAGA) policies are today adversely
impacting India at levels other than just trade and economics.

BeTes T F1 ‘AP IANFT AT 38T (MAGA) AT 31T R T SR 31T srdegasan
T R I Tl 9T oft wsnfaa R @ g1

¢ The U.S. President’s claims to have effected a ceasefire between India and Pakistan,
something that India contradicts, but Pakistan endorses, sets India on a collision
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course with the U.S. President.
IARERY Tl 7 g erar o Sogiel IR-urferedre & der geufams wwr, 98 s
APRAT & ATheT qIfREdTeT HAT FIAT &, HRI Pl €HIT & TF T T hdT 6|

e Mr. Trump’s lunch for Field Marshal Munir and the fact that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi chose not to respond to Trump’s invitation to visit Washington is likely to be
played up by elements who favour Pakistan.

<FY T Hres AR FHAR I 31T &1 3N qerrere= s A GarT atfieres & faseor #t
ST, 31 clcdl GART 3STT ST it it & o ¢ |

o The Israel-Iran conflict is yet another situation in which India finds itself as an
‘outlier’.
S-S50 WO Ueh 3N U1 AgeT § fIHe R gg Y A9T-Uer HgqH FAT o

o Neutrality, in the compelling circumstances of today, is out of sync with reality.
3T 1 3R IR 7 derydr arediasar & A« 781 @it

o India’s tilt towards Israel in recent times has become an albatross around India’s
neck.

gTel & asil & $cT T SHTSS T 3 FHTE, HRA F fAT T a1 AT |
e India’s Iran policy today has few takers beyond India’s borders.
IR B §X1eT MY T 37 A2 & T Tged ol FHL el TET 8|

o Its policy of maintaining an equidistance between Israel and Iran has proved to be of
little use in extolling the virtues of non-alignment.

FETSA IR ST & I FATT g TATC T@e 1 HR T AT efawdarar & gt & y=ar
# fsher wfad g3 ¢

o Israel's premeditated attack on Iran’s nuclear sites — aided by the U.S. — has seen
little condemnation across the world.

AR ZaRT FARIT SHTS T TATAANN FHAT ST Y TIHATO] TSl T g3, Afhet
gie T & 58 W agd FHA fAer g3

e Iran, which needed India’s support to counter the narrative of Israel, the U.S. and the
West, found little comfort in India’s calls for restraint.

&1, o8 samse, IR 3R afRas & R 1 FJeeer 7 & v sRa & wada
TR &Y, AR T TIH Y it T F1E T 81 Ao

o India’s support and voice, based on its moral strength, would have mattered were it
seen to support the victim of the attack.

T b1 Afersh AT I TR Jrarst AR wordar, I ag AT 1 9at Aar, ar srdqot
qifad & whdr 47|

e Intoday’s world, it is fashionable to denigrate consensus in favour of ‘might’.
37T T gferar &, WAt H F3 Ahar IR afFa Ft FAgea &1 JTH g IATE |

e At the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore in May, the emphasis was on ‘hard power’
over ‘soft power’, with dialogue taking a back seat.
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7§ # R & Afaf-ofr Ware A AT 91av F T F1S rav W AR A7 R A H
eI X feam aram)

The U.S. Secretary of Defence, Pete Hegseth, declared that a ‘free and open Indo-
Pacific’ was essential and condemned China’s hegemony.

ARG TaT Ff die gy A wgT T Faa 3R qFT - w8 § 3R =i A
& gaTaqrg & foier &

He reminded that unilateral attempts to change status-quo in the South China Sea
and First Island Chain are unacceptable.

IeieY I1e o o g3y argar Y 31 wEe sl A 7 RUfY ) v e agaa FT RS
T THT G &

A Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesman later warned that the ‘US must never play
with fire on the Taiwan question’.

a1e 7 et & s FATerT & wawar A Aaraet & o AR F argarT Heg 9 AT & A
Yol A1 |

What India needs to do
AR Y FIT FIA HT ATIRIFdT &

Hence, it would be wise in the circumstances for India to prepare for future
eventualities of every kind.

zaforT 57 IRTREATATT 7 7RA & foIT g TR F oS Y Fermaaasit & forw Gt w3
FAFIGRI 8197 |

To start with, there needs to be a detailed study of the growing China-Pakistan
military connection as the India-Pakistan conflict in May this year has merely hit the
‘pause button’.

BT & T, 50 a9 HE H HRA-GTFFEarar Hu¥ shael N 1 FEufa 7 §, safav 9ia-
qIfREaTeT Y Tt Ao WIHAGRY FT faeqd Heager ST ¢ |

More importantly, India must try and better understand how deeply China’s military
capabilities have been meshed with those of Pakistan.

Sad 3 HEcaYoT o1 TE & foh HIcA Y g SR TIT § HHSIA T 5ok ¢ fob et iy A=
&THATE TR & W1 Reae Tews @ 73t 6 ¥

The critical role being played today by Chinese weaponry in Pakistan’s defence
plans, and how Pakistan has managed to integrate Chinese systems with its own

defence plans and procedures, including its claims of being able to lock on to hostile
targets to counter an attack.

qIfREdTeT T T&TT ArSrann3it 7 Jrer =il FRAARY Fr Fgcaqor fAwT 3N H8 wifrearT a
=it gonferat &t ot der Toreifer 3wt 7 wehre R ¥, oraeT Ig grar o
onfAer & o a5 g el Y dfes FT Tl 8|
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Additionally, India needs more details regarding the numbers of J-10Cs and JF-17
fighters in Pakistan’s inventory.

gHa faRed, HRA I TIferearst & ard Higg J-10C 3R JF-17 w31 =) f vear &
IR F 3R 31F TRy TnfRu

As a part of its preparations for a future conflict, India would also do well to examine
whether it has the necessary wherewithal for conflicts of longer durations.

s & Fest T I & dgd AR A Jg 7 STrger arfee for Far 39 are o« rafer
& Fost & fov g gaTye A £

The United Kingdom, for instance, recently undertook an in-depth study of its
defence capabilities which helped highlight areas of critical weakness, including that
of ammunition stockpiles, the need to set up a new National Armament System, and

a new Cyber and Electromagnetic Command to oversee networks and electronic
warfare.

3CTEN0T & orT, Ierses farsar = grel € 31 379 T84T &TAeTait 7 18t et fonam,
e aMtem-areg i FAlt, TEET 3G gorrelt F MaRIFAT, R WFR vF FAFEHARE
HHATS BT TUTIAT HY T ST HEeaqOT FHSIN &7 359K g

For India to prepare for a two front war, it should, apart from learning lessons from the
Russia-Ukraine war, refine its policies on many such aspects as well.

ar-AET JEU o [T HRA Y FH-Gahel JaH I Teh olel o Y- FaT Y wgeait o
39t st Y afsga wwm @gel
Undoubtedly, Artificial Intelligence (Al) will be a national priority.

facee, FiEa gefaHar (Al) U TS grafAwar gl

Aspects such as electro-magnetic manoeuvres to neutralise drones, loitering
munitions and glide bombs that dominate the skies today in periods of conflict, should
again have high priority.

Y & FAI THAT TN 1Y 31, g 3R 3R o133 71t i AfSwra v & e
FAFCINTATEH HaTel oI TG b1 3 WrATASHaT & Sel =g T

China’s white paper

CICE I REGRE]

While India remains preoccupied with Pakistan, it would also do well to read the fine
print in China’s recently published white paper on “National Security in the ‘New
Era’”.

SIS AR AITREdTsT IX i &, A 39 et GaRT &Tef & 3 THITIT “oAT For H TSy
A& T 23 97 HY Y Mg$ { 9T ARV

This has a clear enunciation of Chinese strategic thinking today and mentions that
‘development and security are like two wings of one body’.
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SEH TSt T el rehfas B 7 TS 3eeid § 3R I5 Fgar § o " st geam
T R F & g@ A R &)

e The white paper reads like a ‘testament’ on the importance of maintaining scientific
and technological security at all times, and the importance of ensuring
maintainability of supply chains.

Ig 29 UF AT 3R el YA ao11C [@A & Aged 3T 3mqfed sj@ran Hir fuwan
AT FIA FT U g B @O & T F TS AT ¢

e |t also has a mention of the situation prevalent in the areas neighbouring China,
underscoring the fact that these pose threats to China’s borders.

sgH Ao F TR &) FY A ufa o7 8 Seaw &, SOH gg T g Ry &y
et A P13t F AT TR 3T 7§

Strategic implications for India

R & farw Yoreifas Afgared

e To conclude, it might bear mentioning that if China intends to reinforce its strategic
objectives in Asia, specially in South Asia, the criticality of its alliance with
Pakistan to encircle India must not be underestimated.

31 # g Tl 3Tad g o Afe; et wfdra, faey w7 & gfayor vl & 3aa toreifas
&Y Y AT FTeT T ST T &, AT AR Y e F e wrferearer & wrer 39
TS HT IAHRAT HY ASIGIST AT FHAT ATAT AR

¢ Also at a time, when the ‘N word’ is being openly bandied about, India must reckon

with the fact that China has more than a 3:1 advantage over India in terms of
deploying nuclear warheads.

3R T FHT A S N e (FYfFIIATY) GATH Tal H g, HR T Ig EITeT el
a1few for oy A it deret & AmTer 7 =i Y s W 3:1 Fr 9T &

e And an almost 5:1 advantage if the nuclear warheads of China and Pakistan are
combined.

3R Ffe =t 3R rfrearer & o] g AR 1 fAeTeT 2@ ST o I8 Sed weTeeT 5:1 8
S &
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1. Pharma Unit Blast Kills 17 Near Hyderabad
¥eUETE F T BIAT i A RFEwie § 17 @ fr At

2. 337 tonnes of Union Carbide waste incinerated; residue
to be buried in a few months

IfAger FE15E & 337 & F FT AT, IV F& A1 A
gHeTT AT

3. Navy stealth frigate INS Tabar extends help to tanker on
fire
AT T Teod e ATSTATH qa oF 1T It EHT H
HETIdT UG Y

4. Centre launches WAVEX Start-up Challenge 2025
% ¥ WAVEX Feré-377 Jeiar 2025 o R

5. After 5-year gap, Railways announce ‘rationalisation’ of
fares from July 1

5 |Tel & 3aTel & a1, Yod o 1 el & e ‘addera
T T SO Y

6. 683 species added to India’s fauna, 433 taxa to its flora
during 2024

2024 F #RA HY SNa-siq Tt 7 683 Fonfaar AR qareafa
gl A 433 AT AN TS

7. Japan launches climate satellite on last flight for main
rocket

STATST o YA FET Uehe HY XA 3377 A Terary 39E dAled
e
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8. GST reform and unfinished business in tobacco control
Siteadt U 3 darey fa=or 7 e w3
9. How do unsafe cancer drugs reach patients?
SRR $5% A1 gaTE et ey gt §2
10. Can a G.l. Tag Prevent Cultural Misappropriation?
11, FI1 o Hlafas Td (G.1.) o1 aRFfas geaair Hi

U THdT 272

12. As GST turns 8, tax experts call for fuel inclusion,
fewer rates

GST & 8 |Tel X g1 I FT FAwAl & $eret = anfdrer w7t
3 &3 Y e Y AT HY

13. FTAs to drive orders for MMF textiles, says Minister
UHEIT { TATHUE a1 & 35T A gefor gref, 7t F gt

14. lIP growth slips to 9-month low of 1.2%
3t 3eurest gawiw (IIP) 9 AR F weTad FW 1.2%
X e

15. Indian economy remains a key driver of global
growth: RBI report

Wadmmm@ﬁwwmwggg;
RBI R4le
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Pharma unit blast kills 17 near Hyderabad

30 workers suffer injuries with many crushed or
trapped under the debris amid chaos of explosion

HYDERABAD

s many as 17 per-
A sons were killed
and 30 injured

when a massive explosion
ripped through a pharma-
ceutical unit of Sigachi In-
dustries at Pashamylaram
near Hyderabad on Mon-
day morning.

Most of the workers em-
ployed at the unit are mi-
grants from Bihar and West
Bengal. One of them had
said the factory had 12-
hour work shifts from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m.

At the time of the blast,
around 80 workers were
believed to be working in
the production unit.

“Five of the persons
were charred in the fire,”
said Damodar Singh, Na-
tional Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) Deputy
Commander. Officials indi-
cated that, while the blast
caused the initial devasta-
tion, many lives were lost

e t0 the subsequent col-
lapse of the building.

“DNA testing has been
ordered to identify the de-
ceased, whose bodies were
charred beyond recogni-
tion,” said Paritosh Pankaj,
Sangareddy Superinten-
dent of Police.

A majority of the victims
were trapped under the
production unit housing
the reactor when it
collapsed.

The Fire Control Room
received the distress call
shortly before 9.37 a.m., af-
ter which 15 fire tenders,
including robots, hazmats,
and multipurpose vehicles
were deployed.

Rescue efforts

Vehicles were rushed from
as far as Secunderabad (40
km away) and Rajendrana-
gar fire stations (45 km).
Rescue efforts continued
late into the evening, with
teams carefully combing
through the debris for any
survivors or victims.

Rescue work under way at the site with teams
combing the debris for survivors and victims

Site of shock: Emergency response teams at work after an explosion in the Pashamylaram industrial
area in Sangareddy of Telangana on Monday. NAGARA GOPAL

Rescue teams, including
the Fire Department,
NDRF, and local police,
managed to pull out 30 in-
dividuals alive from the de-
bris, many of whom suf-
fered severe burns and
other critical injuries.

An official inquiry is un-

der way to determine the
exact cause of the disaster.

Panic and fear gripped
the industrial belt of Pasha-
mylaram as plumes of
smoke, the wail of sirens,
and a stream of ambulanc-
es and emergency vehicles
descended upon the site of

the deadly explosion.

The air near the blast
zone hung thick and heavy,
difficult to breathe as one
approached the shattered
remains of Sigachi Indus-
tries.

The window panes of
nearby offices were shat-

Pharma Unit Blast Kills 17 Near Hyderabad
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As many as 17 persons were killed and 30 injured when a massive explosion
ripped through a pharmaceutical unit of Sigachi Industries at Pashamylaram near
Hyderabad on Monday morning.
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tered in the blast.

Initially all of the injured
individuals were rushed to
Kakatiya Hospital, located
3.8 km from the blast site.

From there, depending
on the severity they were
shifted to Dhruva Hospital,
Pranam Hospital, Archana
Hospital, Star Hospital,
Yashoda Hospital in Mad-
hapur, and Panacea Meri-
dian Hospital near
Beeramguda.

DNA testings ordered
Sangareddy Superinten-
dent of Police Paritosh
Pankaj confirmed that 15
deaths have been officially
recorded, although more
casualties may lie beneath
the rubble.

“DNA testing has been
ordered to identify the de-
ceased, whose bodies were
charred beyond recogni-
tion,” said the SP.

In the aftermath, police
cordoned off a 500-metre
radius around the site to
keep onlookers and local

Official inquiry on to determine the cause of the
disaster; suspects explosion of air handling unit

residents at bay. The sud-
den influx of emergency
personnel and the persis-
tent smell of chemicals in
the air left the neighbour-
hood in a state of alarm.

Director of Factories Ra-
jagopal Rao said that the
unit was engaged in the
manufacture of Microcrys-
talline Cellulose (MCC), a
white, odourless, tasteless
powder derived from
wood pulp.

“It is widely used as a
binding agent in tablets
and in various industries
including  pharmaceuti-
cals, cosmetics, and food.
While not inherently ha-
zardous, officials are inves-
tigating the possibility that
pressure build-up in the
air-handling line may have
caused the blast. Prelimin-
ary assessments suggest
that the air handling unit
may have exploded,” ex-
plained the officer.

LOCAL PEOPLE TAKE CHARGE
» PAGE 3

e Most of the workers employed at the unit are migrants from Bihar and West Bengal.
e 3 FIERE BT #A RgR AR afResr darmer & 30 varh €|

e One of them had said the factory had 12-hour work shifts from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
318 O Ueh o I fob herell 7 Yog 8 991 § U 8 I a1 Y 12 b hr fAwe 2|

o At the time of the blast, around 80 workers were believed to be working in the
production unit.

faEwhie & HH, 3cures gie # wasar 80 4w Hrid A

* “Five of the persons were charred in the fire,” said Damodar Singh, National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) Deputy Commander.

TASIHNRUE F 37 HATST AT AT o Fgl, “9ie A9 & AT 31T A Tl A9 8 T |”

o Officials indicated that, while the blast caused the initial devastation, many lives were
lost due to the subsequent collapse of the building.
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o “DNA testing has been ordered to identify the deceased, whose bodies were charred
beyond recognition,” said Paritosh Pankaj, Sangareddy Superintendent of Police.

TINES & qferw arefard TRAN davet o ST, “aral Y wgarT & e Sreae gfator w1
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o A majority of the victims were trapped under the production unit housing the reactor
when it collapsed.

ST & F JfAHIer 37 Seuree Ffeie # 7 g &, T Reare ua o 3k g A
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Rescue Efforts

ed 3R T9a

e The Fire Control Room received the distress call shortly before 9.37 a.m., after
which 15 fire tenders, including robots, hazmats, and multipurpose vehicles, were
deployed.

I FHEIT TH I Gag 9.37 Fot F Ygel HETIT hiol 1@, [ &g 15 BT 3T, oA

alle, gordte 3R agadedy area ffer 3, d=Td fhe arv|

e Vehicles were rushed from as far as Secunderabad (40 km away) and Rajendranagar
fire stations (45 km).

UEd arget Rdetrarg (40 et gx) 31X TStewetor (45 frelt ) & BRI e @ a1 97|

o Rescue efforts continued late into the evening, with teams carefully combing through
the debris for any survivors or victims.
AT T T Ted 1Y ToidT 8T, foraa e Aera 7 Shfaa et ar erat v garer T Ei

¢ Rescue teams, including the Fire Department, NDRF, and local police, managed to
pull out 30 individuals alive from the debris, many of whom suffered severe burns
and other critical injuries.

BT ST, CeiaRes 3R FurEE gfe afed Ted St A Jerd & 30 el B shfaa
18T reTen, e @ &5 oY iR Fetet 3ilv 3 a7sfi A 3ms |

Inquiry Under Way
S A
e An official inquiry is under way to determine the exact cause of the disaster.

S JTIET & Wele FRUT T AT & 0 IRAFRE e ¢« < & 718 B

o Suspects explosion of air handling unit.

faFwIe &1 FROT TR FsfeeT gfare &t A ST T8
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Panic After Blast in Pashamylaram Industrial Belt

THTARA e a7 & fAFwie & 915 ggerd

e Panic and fear gripped the industrial belt of Pashamylaram as plumes of smoke, the
wail of sirens, and a stream of ambulances and emergency vehicles descended
upon the site of the deadly explosion.

el & i fAE & 7 4T & AR, WRRET Y Aarer R el R AT
qIEaT Y FAR & 1T 77 3R ggerd et 715

o The air near the blast zone hung thick and heavy, difficult to breathe as one
approached the shattered remains of Sigachi Industries.

faepie Tue & ara i gar veh 3R A g a1 oY, 3R wi e AR g1 AT AT S AT
fRamret gzedier & g2 g radNl A IR ¢
e The window panes of nearby offices were shattered in the blast.

faEwic & ar & gt 1 fEsfral & ot ge e

Initial Medical Response
yRfRs RfFcada gfafear

o Initially all of the injured individuals were rushed to Kakatiya Hospital, located 3.8 km
from the blast site.

QeI H Gl Trrell Y FHIHITAT T, Sl faThle Tl A 3.8 fralt g 8, of St arm|

e From there, depending on the severity, they were shifted to Dhruva Hospital, Pranam
Hospital, Archana Hospital, Star Hospital, Yashoda Hospital in Madhapur, and
Panacea Meridian Hospital near Beeramguda.

agl &, et Y 33fRAT & MR W, 3¢ Y& FETAT, O HETATe, el IJETAT, FER
IETATS, ATUTYT & JAMeT el 3R RIS & ard F Joidar ARfEI srevarer
TATATARC feham aram|

DNA Testings Ordered
STAT GHETT FT AT

e Sangareddy Superintendent of Police Paritosh Pankaj confirmed that 15 deaths
have been officially recorded, although more casualties may lie beneath the rubble.

HIRER ¥ qforw areftara TR G oY i 1 B 319 @ 15 Aal A1 anRERE gite
gé%‘,miﬁ?maﬁhﬁaﬂwmaﬁaﬁrmm%l

* “DNA testing has been ordered to identify the deceased, whose bodies were charred
beyond recognition,” said the SP.
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Police and Safety Measures

gferd 3 gRat 3ur

In the aftermath, police cordoned off a 500-metre radius around the site to keep
onlookers and local residents at bay.

faewpic & a1, gfew o e & 9Ri 31X 500 HieT T &1 °¥ o Arfes wuri a3l
&l 9 o 3T 9F|

The sudden influx of emergency personnel and the persistent smell of chemicals in
the air left the neighbourhood in a state of alarm.

3TeTeTeh 3TATe FIAAT $ 8tz 3R gar & [T Y FIATAR T4 S QU gereh 1 Brar Ay
feufar & srer |

Factory Details and Suspected Cause

thered) 1 Raor 3tk w@feeer FrRor

Director of Factories Rajagopal Rao said that the unit was engaged in the
manufacture of Microcrystalline Cellulose (MCC), a white, odourless, tasteless
powder derived from wood pulp.

terd) foreeras TSNt T o o o gfele H AhfFeedrsa degers (MCC) &
3cUTEHT BIdT AT, S AH3Y Y arer @ AR B aram wive, arerdler, Tamegler 9138 gl o

“It is widely used as a binding agent in tablets and in various industries including
pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, and food.

“Ig SqoleH H R v & ®9 A 3N AL, FieAfe® 3R ¢ F5ET A wvw T H
SEATS gIeT 8|

While not inherently hazardous, officials are investigating the possibility that
pressure build-up in the air-handling line may have caused the blast.

BIeITeh Tg TAHTT W WellelTdh AAgT &, Afehet HTAFRAYT garT Tg i Y o W@ § 6 hef
TR Fefeir amget # gare qea @ fawwie o 7 g3l

Preliminary assessments suggest that the air handling unit may have exploded,
explained the officer.

URTA® 3Meholell T Tohd ﬁw%‘%w%’gﬁﬁuﬁtﬁm?ﬂamﬁm
o gdraT|
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337 tonnes of Union Carbide
waste incinerated; residue
to be burled in a few months

Mehul Malpam
BHOPAL

Toxic waste weighing 337
tonnes from the defunct
Union Carbide factory has
been completely incinerat-
ed at a private waste treat-
ment facility in Dhar dis-
trict’s Pithampur
industrial area in Madhya
Pradesh, officials said on
Monday.

The waste was moved to
Pithampur in January this
year, more than 40 years
after the Bhopal gas trage-
dy, in which 5,479 people
lost their lives and thou-
sands suffered physical dis-
abilities due to the leak of
toxic methyl isocyanate
(MIC) gas from the Union
Carbide India Ltd. (UCIL)
factory. More than five lakh
people suffered health im-
plications from the tragedy
over the decades.

Sriniwas Dwivedi, Re-
gional Officer, Madhya Pra-
desh Pollution Control

337 tonnes of Union Carbide waste incinerated; residue to be
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More than five lakh people
suffered health implications
from the Bhopal gas tragedy.

Board (MPPCB), told The
Hindu that the incineration
was completed around 1
a.m. on Monday at the
Ramky Group’s Industrial
Waste Management plant
in Pithampur, about 35 km
from Indore. The process
began on May 5.

“We have finished the
incineration process safely.
It took us 55 days to burn
the entire waste, including

Contact Number : 9971932488

a break of four days in to-
tal, for routine cleaning of
machines and incinera-
tors,” Mr. Dwivedi said.

Of the 358 tonnes of
waste that was transported
from Bhopal on January 2
this year, 21 tonnes, largely
mud from the UCIL site, is
still being burnt and the
process will finish soon.

814 tonnes ash collected
Mr. Dwivedi said that 814
tonnes of ash and residue
had been collected from
the incineration process so
far.

“We expect it to reach
about 850 tonnes once the
remaining 21 tonnes are al-
so incinerated,” he said,
adding that the ash and re-
sidue will be safely buried
in special landfill sites fol-
lowing all scientific proce-
dures to prevent any im-
pact on soil and
groundwater, bringing to a
close the entire disposal
process.
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buried in a few months

IfAger F1E153 F 337 < F FT fAver; IV F& A=l A
SHITT FATTY

Toxic waste weighing 337 tonnes from the defunct Union Carbide factory has
been completely incinerated at a private waste treatment facility in Dhar district’s
Pithampur industrial area in Madhya Pradesh, officials said on Monday.

FfarFRat & qarm fF 7ea gder F or o F dage st fars e & fua v fash
3rafirse 3TAR Fg 7 IfAger Fratss Bt & 337 oo ¥ F= 1 qf o @ srem f=w
AT §, Tg THHAT MHAR F 7 g8

The waste was moved to Pithampur in January this year, more than 40 years after the
Bhopal gas tragedy, in which 5,479 people lost their lives and thousands suffered
physical disabilities due to the leak of toxic methyl isocyanate (MIC) gas from the
Union Carbide India Ltd. (UCIL) factory.

IE ORI §H AT STrad) 3 YA of ST 317 AT, Hiorer 37 T18dY & 40 awf F rferw

A §1e, fSTE 5,479 S 6 ST 15 2 AR FOIRE ofeT AR Rsheriorar & RIFR g0 2,

HROT AT IfAaeT Fa153 51331 fAfAes (UCIL) herdl & fRrumse smsaTamssie (MIC) 3 shr
Rara|

More than five lakh people suffered health implications from the tragedy over the
decades.

S AT T I 1 & AT A T AT doh T FATITAT T JTHAT AT 37|

Sriniwas Dwivedi, Regional Officer, Madhya Pradesh Pollution Control Board
(MPPCB), told The Hindu that the incineration was completed around 1 a.m. on
Monday at the Ramky Group’s Industrial Waste Management plant in Pithampur,
about 35 km from Indore.

HET G JGuOT fA=0r 13 (MPPCB) & &7 31ftehrly siforarer afaadY & & fagohr s
o I gt IiHaT AIAAR @3% 1 99 $aR @ 35 FelY o Tt oy & siteafare s
EELDRICEKICUGE]

The process began on May 5.

7§ YohaT 5 7 T Y §S A
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* “We have finished the incineration process safely. It took us 55 days to burn the entire
waste, including a break of four days in total, for routine cleaning of machines and
incinerators,” Mr. Dwivedi said.

A f4AEY 71 e, “GHAN TG et UishdT GLIATT T F T FT oft 1 R FH=R T STl H g
55 f&t oY, Te aR &t 1 s A=t 3R srefoar & fFafaa aws & forw enfder an)”

e Of the 358 tonnes of waste that was transported from Bhopal on January 2 this year,
21 tonnes, largely mud from the UCIL site, is still being burnt and the process will
finish soon.

2 STaradl T ST { T AT 358 & Fa) H W, 21 &, S F&Ia: UCIL e :1 Aagdr &,
3redY oft SrermaT ST W8T § 3N TE wishar STog € ¥ &1 Srwe |

o 814 tonnes of ash collected
814 T TG THT &I IS

« Mr. Dwivedi said that 814 tonnes of ash and residue had been collected from the
incineration process so far.

A fIAET A gl 7o 319 Tk 38 GgoT TThaT & 814 T TW 3 IaAY U fohT o7 b &

o “We expect it to reach about 850 tonnes once the remaining 21 tonnes are also
incinerated,” he said, adding that the ash and residue will be safely buried in special
landfill sites following all scientific procedures to prevent any impact on soil and
groundwater, bringing to a close the entire disposal process.

3egiel gl ‘B 371G & [ AT 21 & FEY F STl & 91 Ig 850 a?rﬁtrgaam?rrl”
3giel Ig o ST foh I @ 3R 3@y danfae afshansit & gree & a1y ey dsfeer

Furall 7 gt ¥ & e U SIrder oifes e 3itv srer 1S wsra 7 93, fSed I8
1 e F1F gATed g
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Navy stealth frigate INS Tabar

extends help to tanker on fire

The Indian Navy’s stealth frigate INS Tabar
responded to a distress call from Palau-flagged
MT Yi Cheng 6 on Sunday. The MT Yi Cheng 6
vessel with 14 crew members of Indian origin,
transiting from Kandla, India, to Shinas, Oman,
experienced a major fire in its engine room and
total power failure onboard, the Indian Navy’s
Spokesperson said in a post on X, adding that the
fire fighting team and equipment from INS Tabar
were transferred onboard by the ship’s boat and
helicopter. Thirteen naval personnel and five
crew members of the tanker are currently
involved in firefighting operations, it said.

Navy stealth frigate INS Tabar
extends help to tanker on fire

ST & T&od fhdle STty dei
o 3197 it dFT Y WETIAT YT Y

The Indian Navy’s stealth frigate INS Tabar
responded to a distress call from Palau-
flagged MT Yi Cheng 6 on Sunday.

R AT F oo fhdle ATSTavw dev
AR FY ITAT3 eqordigs THAY A 9T 6 T 3T
HATYTART N el T STdTd f&ATI

«The MT Yi Cheng 6 vessel with 14 crew
members of Indian origin, transiting from Kandla,
India, to Shinas, Oman, experienced a major fire
in its engine room and total power failure
onboard, the Indian Navy’s Spokesperson said in
a post on X.

HRAT H{eT & 14 ATAF Gl HGEAT o HIY el I§ THET
Y A9 6 AR H, S FHiSaT (W) F R (3AT=)

Y 31 ST T@T T, Ffet a7 7 T 3T ofer 915 3R X srerer # farsrelt RAwer 81 18, a®
ST ARART AT F YaFdT o X T Uk G1Ee 7 &7

e The fire fighting team and equipment from INS Tabar were transferred onboard by

the ship’s boat and helicopter.

HTETATH dax Y HfTeerdAsT A 3R g0 F g7 & ae 3R geliwrcex & FRT e

qT AT IRAT

e Thirteen naval personnel and five crew members of the tanker are currently involved

in firefighting operations, it said.

TSI 7 FarT 737 foF avE Al AE w4t 311 T F 9 T e Fe T TAHT A

AfTsrerAa A 7 A g
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Centre launches WAVEX
Start-up Challenge 2025

The Union Information and Broadcasting
Ministry has launched the WAVEX Start-up
Challenge 2025 inviting startups to participate in
a national hackathon to develop an Al-powered
multilingual translation solution to be named
‘BhashaSetu’. “The challenge aims to encourage
the development of innovative artificial

intelligence tools capable of real-time translation,

transliteration, and voice localisation across at
least 12 major Indian languages,” said the
Ministry on Monday. The challenge has no
minimum eligibility criteria, allowing start-ups at
any stage of development to apply.

be named ‘BhashaSetu’.

Centre launches
WAVEX Start-up
Challenge 2025

&g T WAVEX ETE-3T
elsT 2025 & fra

Centre launches WAVEX Start-
up Challenge 2025.

&g & WAVEX TeTe-HT daor
2025 I frar B

. The Union Information and
Broadcasting Ministry has
launched the WAVEX Start-up
Challenge 2025 inviting startups to
participate in a national hackathon
to develop an Al-powered
multilingual translation solution to

FENT YIAAT UF THROT AT 7 WAVEX Feré-319 Addar 2025 [« o §, foraet werdarcw
T "HTNT W' AATHCh Ueh TIHTS HTUTRE ST 3efare FAT Ao Rd ket o forw Isdrr

TRYTT H AT a4 & AT 3mATAT foar ar g1

e “The challenge aims to encourage the development of innovative artificial intelligence
tools capable of real-time translation, transliteration, and voice localisation across
at least 12 major Indian languages,” said the Ministry on Monday.

HATCIT o WIAAR I e, “SH elol T 3662T A H A 12 YHE AR smaiait 7 far-
TIEH IHeqaTe, fredaor, 3R afaw diFdTsaree Ha H HaTH Aararqul U3 Tod &

faera I dicaTfed =T 8 17

e The challenge has no minimum eligibility criteria, allowing start-ups at any stage of

development to apply.
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After 5-year gap, Railways announce

¢

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

In a move aimed at stream-
lining fare structures and
enhancing the financial
sustainability of passenger
services, the Ministry of
Railways has rationalised
the basic fare of passenger
train services, with the re-
vised structure set to take
effect from July 1.

There will be no change
in suburban single journey
fares or season tickets for
both suburban and non-
suburban routes.

For ordinary non-AC
classes on non-suburban
trains, second class fares
have been increased by
half a paisa per kilometre,
with no change applicable
for travel up to 500 km.
Beyond this threshold, the
increase will be 35 for dis-
tances between 501 and
1,500 km, %10 for distances
between 1,501 and 2,500
km, and 315 for distances
between 2,501 and 3,000
km. Sleeper class and first
class fares will also see an

Official data: Indian Railways carried 715 crore passengers during
the financial year April 2024-March 2025. M.A. SRIRAM

increase of 0.5 paisa per
kilometre.

In the case of mail and
express trains (non-AC),
fares for second class and
first class passengers have
been hiked by one paisa
per kilometre.

For AC classes in mail
and express trains, fares
will rise by two paise per
kilometre across all catego-
ries — AC chair car, AC
three-tier and 3-economy,
AC two-tier, and AC first,
executive class and execu-
tive Anubhuti.

The revision will also
apply to premier and spe-
cial trains such as Rajdha-
ni, Shatabdi, Duronto,
Vande Bharat, Tejas, Hum-
safar, Amrit Bharat, Maha-
mana, Gatimaan, Antyo-
daya, Jan Shatabdi, Yuva
Express, AC Vistadome
coaches, Anubhuti coach-
es, and ordinary non-sub-
urban services in accor-
dance with the revised
class-wise fare structure.

Ancillary charges such
as reservation fees, super-
fast surcharges, and others

rationalisation’ of fares from July 1

remain unchanged. GST
will continue to be levied
as per the applicable rules,
the Indian Railways spo-
kesperson said. The Minis-
try has issued directives to
all zonal railways for the
smooth implementation of
the revised fare structure.
Zonal railways have also
been instructed to update
fare displays at all stations.

According to data availa-
ble with the Ministry, In-
dian Railways carried 715
crore passengers during
the financial year 2024-25.
Of these, 81 crore passen-
gers travelled in AC and
sleeper class, while 634
crore travelled in the unre-
served category.

Passenger revenue dur-
ing the period stood at
375,750 crore.

The revision marks the
first hike in train fares in
five years. M. Jamshed,
former Member (Traffic) of
the Railway Board, de-
scribed the increase of one
to two paise per kilometre
as “a rationalisation that
was long overdue”.

$H UolsT A FIE FYAAH AT ATTES 61 o, Torad ot oft R =vor A His)g Ferdarcy

After 5-year
gap, Railways
announce
‘rationalisation’
of fares from
July 1

5 HTel & 37Tl
& d1g, YoId o 1
TS @ T
T giyom A

In a move aimed at
streamlining fare
structures and
enhancing the
financial

sustainability of passenger services, the Ministry of Railways has rationalised the
basic fare of passenger train services, with the revised structure set to take effect
from July 1.

farran g Y Feaaftya F3& 3K arh dant A Rda Rar sem F s a e
HATT o AT &oT QaA13 & A B ;Y adwera fmar 2, it 1 Spens @ werrdt g

e There will be no change in suburban single journey fares or season tickets for both
suburban and non-suburban routes.

gl 31X -2 AT & AT vane I fFTR 3R ARF 9w & R aeara &7 gl
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e For ordinary non-AC classes on non-suburban trains, second class fares have
been increased by half a paisa per kilometre, with no change applicable for travel up
to 500 km.

-2t et A W A-wE AT & o, g Aoft @ e v feeieie sma
|1 ST T §, STt 500 fFHY de Y AT & AT FIE Ieara [ g

o Beyond this threshold, the increase will be ¥5 for distances between 501 and 1,500
km, ¥10 for 1,501 to 2,500 km, and %15 for 2,501 to 3,000 km.

0% 917G, 501 ¥ 1,500 fRat & forw 25, 1,501 & 2,500 fFaY & forw 210, 31 2,501 &
3,000 f¥at o forw T15 1 gefer gl

o Sleeper class and first class fares will also see an increase of 0.5 paisa per
kilometre.

TR Ferre A w2t Avft & e 3 of wfey freiefies 0.5 S &1 gefar e

¢ In the case of mail and express trains (non-AC), fares for second class and first
class passengers have been hiked by one paisa per kilometre.

Ao 3R veEdw &t (AR-ua) A, gfad Aoft 3ik gue Aoft F Tt F e F ef
fretefier e S i gefr A oS B

e For AC classes in mail and express trains, fares will rise by two paise per kilometre
across all categories — AC chair car, AC three-tier and 3-economy, AC two-tier, and
AC first, executive class and executive Anubhuti.

Ao IR TErEaw &t Hr T AT & fow e & ufe e e frggfar froas g
— N Tl IR FR, TH R 3 3-gFiaTAT, v 2R, v v, vy e Fe
3R wFshagfea srepsrac

e The revision will also apply to premier and special trains such as Rajdhani, Shatabdi,
Duronto, Vande Bharat, Tejas, Humsafar, Amrit Bharat, Mahamana, Gatimaan,
Antyodaya, Jan Shatabdi, Yuva Express, AC Vistadome coaches, Anubhuti
coaches, and ordinary non-suburban services in accordance with the revised class-
wise fare structure.

Ig HAMEIeT TSTUTAY, QACATedY, Gl T 0K, ASTH, THAR, IHd R, HETHT, ATAHAT,
HeAeH, T AATeE), JaT vaaaw, T ety e, srpeifar #r, 3ik ruwor dR-eaed
Jant wfgd woE 3R Ay &t o1 ofr ganfara Aoflar R avaer & 3egaR Sy gl |
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o Ancillary charges such as reservation fees, superfast surcharges, and others
remain unchanged.

IETOT Yo, FRGRE HIAHR, 3R 31T TeF Yol H FI$ agalTa 71 [haT AT |

e GST will continue to be levied as per applicable rules, the Indian Railways
spokesperson said.

SHTHE T AR] AT & TR S T@T ST, I8 HRAT Yerd & Jaodl o el

o The Ministry has issued directives to all zonal railways for the smooth
implementation of the revised fare structure.

FATET o WA R we=rer & gegaftua s & forw @it e Yora a1 fder
Sy e &

e Zonal railways have also been instructed to update fare displays at all stations.

SeTer Tord &7 Foft TEert o R ue el 3r93e e & fader off few arw €

e According to data available with the Ministry, Indian Railways carried 715 crore
passengers during the financial year 2024-25.

HATAT & I 3UCTSY 3TehsT & AR, 2024-25 fareliy a¥ Rl Yo & 715 F3
T &t AT AT |

o Of these, 81 crore passengers travelled in AC and sleeper class, while 634 crore
travelled in the unreserved category.

313 T 81 FUE AT A vl 3 TehoR Famw & ar=m A, Sl 634 w3 TJHAT A
R8T Aot 7 T Fr |

e Passenger revenue during the period stood at ¥75,750 crore.

S 3797 # I WerEq 75,750 FU3T &7

e The revision marks the first hike in train fares in five years.

Ig FeiverT o gier a7 Yo e #F ggelt ggfer g
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{G$ Paperil: Environment "™~

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

India added 683 new spe-
cies to its fauna in the year
2024, which included 459
new species and 224 spe-
cies new records. The
country also added 433
taxa of flora during the
same period, which includ-
ed 410 species and 23 infra-
specific taxa of plants.

The details of new dis-
coveries and new records
were released by Union Mi-
nister for Environment
Forest and Climate Change
Bhupender Yadav in Kolka-
ta on Monday.

The maximum number
of new discoveries of fauna
in 2024 was recorded from
Kerala — with 101 species
(80 new species and 21
new records) — followed by
Karnataka — 82 (68 new
species and 14 new re-
cords). Tamil Nadu record-
ed 63 discoveries with 50
new species and 13 new
records.

In the east and north-
east, Arunachal Pradesh

w
7
)

shala

M. Jamshed, former Member (Traffic) of the Railway Board, described the increase of
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one to two paise per kilometre as “a rationalisation that was long overdue”.

Yo &S & g9 " (2fh) wa. Srerele A ufe fraleiey o @ & ¢ dr ggfar = v
Tgd TAY § wfed THAId HeH T
683 species added to India’s fauna,
toits flora during 2024

New entrants: (clockwise from top left) Hylarana chozhai;

Coelogyne tripurensis; Anguiculus dicaprioi. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

recorded 72 animal discov-
eries (42 new species and
30 new records), Megha-
laya 42 new discoveries (25
new species and 17 new re-
cords) and West Bengal 56
new discoveries (25 new
species and 31 new re-
cords). Andaman and Ni-
cobar Islands, another bio-
logical hotspot in the
country, recorded 43 new
discoveries of fauna from

the region, which included
14 new discoveries of fauna
and 29 new records.

In terms of plant discov-
eries, the highest number
of flora discovered were
from Kerala (58), followed
by Maharashtra (45) and
Uttarakhand (40). The new
plant discoveries for 2024
record 154 angiosperms, 4
pteridophytes, 15 bryo-
phytes, 63 lichens, 156 fun-

gi, 32 algae and 9 mi-
crobes. The hotspot
regions such as Western
Ghats and North-Eastern
regions have contributed
35% of total discoveries. In-
dia has recorded and docu-
mented 56,177 species of
plants — angiosperms,
gymnosperms, pterido-
phytes, bryophytes, li-
chens, fungi, and algae etc.

The significant faunal
discoveries for the year
2024 include two new ge-
nus and 37 species of rep-
tiles and five new species
of amphibians. The signifi-
cant discovery of reptiles
included Dravidoseps
gouensis, belonging to the
new genus, and Anguiculus
dicaprioi is a member of
Colubridae family, named
after Hollywood star, Leo-
nardo Di Caprio.

In terms of flora, the sig-
nificant discoveries in-
clude important orchid
species such as Bulbophyl-
lum gopalianum, Coelo-
gyne tripurensis, Gastrodia
indica and Gastrodia sikki-
mensis.

683 species
added to India’s
fauna, 433 taxa
to its flora
during 2024

2024 H R &Y
Sha-siq qt &
683 warrfaaT 3
gereyfa et 7
433 dFqr NS IS

India added 683 new
species to its fauna in
the year 2024, which
included 459 new
species and 224
species new records.

AT o 9§ 2024
3relt Sha-siqg = &

683 7T ySITTadr sist, foeTa 459 o1 weifaar il 224 7€ yiafsear anfae &

Address

Ema

The country also added 433 taxa of flora during the same period, which included 410
species and 23 infraspecific taxa of plants.

ol oY 34T 3rafe 7 319t aereafa @t 7 433 Sarwr ot s, TSeTaT 410 wenfaat 3 dief &
23 39-YAT AT anfAe &

The details of new discoveries and new records were released by Union Minister for
Environment, Forest and Climate Change Bhupender Yadav in Kolkata on Monday.

qtaRor, a1 3R Srerarg aRade #3 odE AreE A AR F FrAHAT F 75 @il JR A
wfafeea &1 faazor SRy foma|
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e The maximum number of new discoveries of fauna in 2024 was recorded from
Kerala — with 101 species (80 new species and 21 new records) — followed by
Karnataka — 82 (68 new species and 14 new records).

2024ﬁmaﬂ$sha-si§raﬁaﬁrmmﬁgé—1o1 TSAIfadT (80 A€ yaifaaT 31K 21
1% yfafSeat) — s a1¢ el & 82 (68 7 werfadl 31X 14 a8 wfafeedn)|

e Tamil Nadu recorded 63 discoveries with 50 new species and 13 new records.
affrererg 7 63 @l g3 571 50 TS yerfaat 31X 13 7€ wiafsear o
o Inthe east and northeast, Arunachal Pradesh recorded 72 animal discoveries (42

new species and 30 new records), Meghalaya 42 (25 new species and 17 new
records), and West Bengal 56 (25 new species and 31 new records).

gt 3 qafer a1 o areorrarer yaer # 72 SreraRi Y @il g8 (42 7§ yonfodt 3R 30 7§
gRafSear), Aarera 7 42 (25 A gonfaar 3R 17 A€ wfaf®ear), 3k afRgs Famer 7 56 (25
1S genfaar 31k 31 7€ e

e Andaman and Nicobar Islands, another biological hotspot, recorded 43 new
discoveries of fauna, which included 14 new discoveries and 29 new records.

Teh 31 S glewdie 3zAT 3R AR g wagg 43 7§ Shta-siqait # @1 s,
fSe1eT 14 7§ @S 31k 29 71§ wfafeear anfaa €1

e Interms of plant discoveries, the highest number were from Kerala (58), followed by
Maharashtra (45) and Uttarakhand (40).
glert Y @IS & AT FH TaH 31T8F HIeT (58) , 3Tk dIG AGRISE (45) 3R 3eT@s (40)
SEE]

e The new plant discoveries for 2024 include 154 angiosperms, 4 pteridophytes, 15
bryophytes, 63 lichens, 156 fungi, 32 algae and 9 microbes.
2024 # 71§ gt A @S 7 154 T, 4 TREGEH, 15 TANGETH, 63 ATH, 156
weft, 32 dAaTe, 3R 9 WaHSNT A &

e The hotspot regions such as Western Ghats and North-Eastern regions have
contributed 35% of total discoveries.

gfRest are 3T qafar &t S giewate & & For @AY 7 35% 1 Aereret foam g
e India has recorded and documented 56,177 species of plants — angiosperms,
gymnosperms, pteridophytes, bryophytes, lichens, fungi, and algae etc.

HRT & 379 des 56,177 qtert Y yerfaat s Reprs 3tk goif@d forar § — 39 oforae,

e The significant faunal discoveries for the year 2024 include two new genus and 37
species of reptiles and five new species of amphibians.

a¥ 2024 $H1 Aot Na-siqg Wil 7 A 7T ger, 37 FTHGT Farfaat 3R g 39T H 78
warfadt nfAe g1
e The significant discovery of reptiles included Dravidoseps gouensis, belonging to

the new genus, and Anguiculus dicaprioi, a member of Colubridae family, named
after Hollywood star Leonardo Di Caprio.

Tl & Ageaqut @At 7 Dravidoseps gouensis 2TfAe §, St 7T Fer & Faftrd &, 3K
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¢ Interms of flora, the significant discoveries include important orchid species such as

Bulbophyllum gopalianum, Coelogyne tripurensis, Gastrodia indica, and Gastrodia
sikkimensis.

gareafa & Hedt 7, Agcaqot @it # 97w 3ifFs yenfaat s Bulbophyllum
gopalianum, Coelogyne tripurensis, Gastrodia indica, 3iR Gastrodia sikkimensis

i &
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Sunday's launch marked the 50th Japan launches

and final flight for the H-2A. It . .

will be fully replaced by the H3, climate s-atelllte
on last flight for

which is already in operation, as
Japan's new main flagship main rocket
SITITeT o 379

higher resolution to users around the HE ﬁ’w ﬁ'

world, including the U.S. National Oceanic <

and Atmospheric Administration, officials 3:|ﬁ7:|'. IETeT -

said. : ﬁ
STeary 399

The liquid-fuel H-2A rocket with two
solid-fuel sub-rockets developed by the
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency has S
so far had 49 flights with a 98 per cent olled ﬁw_!n
success record, with only one failure in
2003. Mitsubishi Heavy has provided its
launch operation since 2007.

H-2A successfully carried into space
many satellites and probes, including
Japan's moon lander SLIM last year and
the popular Hayabusa2 spacecraft in 2014
to reach a distant asteroid, contributing to
the country's space programmes.

Japan sees a stable, commercially
competitive space transport capability as
key to its space program and national
security and has been developing two
new ﬂagship rockets as successors of the  this image shows Mitsubishi Heavy Industries’
H-2A series — the la['ger H3 with H2A rocket in Tobishima, Japan. AP
Mitsubishi, and a much smaller Epsilon  Japan on Sunday
system with the aerospace unit of the (June 29, 2025)

Japan launches
climate satellite
on last flight for
mam rocket

temperature and precipitation with much

Assoctated Press

Japan on Sunday (June 29, 2025)
successfully launched a climate change
monitoring satellite on its mainstay H-2A
rocket, which made its final flight before it
is replaced by a new flagship designed to
be more cost competitive in the global
space market.

The H-2A rocket lifted off from the
Tanegashima Space Centre in
southwestern Japan, carrying the
GOSAT-GW satellite as part of Tokyo's
effort to mitigate climate change. The
satellite was released into a planned orbit
about 16 minutes later.

The launch follows several days of
delays because of malfunctioning of the
rocket's electrical systems.

Sunday's launch marked the 50th and
final flight for the H-2A, which has served
as Japan's mainstay rocket to carry
satellites and probes into space with a
near-perfect record since its 2001 debut.
After its retirement, it will be fully
replaced by the H3, which is already in
operation, as Japan's new main flagship.

“Even though our launches seemed
stable, we have run into difficulties and

overcome them one by one to come this
far,” said Iwao Igarashi, senior general
manager of the space systems division at

heavy machinery maker IHI.

It hopes to cater to diverse customer

successfully
launched a climate

needs and improve its position in the
growing satellite launch market.

The H3, is designed to carry larger
payloads than the H-2A at about half its mainstay H-2A rocket
launch cost to be globally competitive, hich de its final ’
though officials say more cost reduction w Ich ma ' . '
efforts are needed to achieve better price ~ flight before it is

Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, which
operated launch services.

“As we now move on to the H3 launch
service, we will firmly keep up the trust
we gained from H-2A."

The GOSAT-GW, or Global Observing
Satellite for Greenhouse Gases and Water

change monitoring
satellite on its

Cycle, is a third series in the mission to
monitor carbon, methane, and other
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.
Within one year, it will start
distributing data such as sea surface

global space market.

2025) FI STerarg TRade

competitiveness in the global market.

The H3 has made four consecutive

successful flights after a failed debut

attempt in 2023, when the rocket had to

be destroyed with its payload.

replaced by a new
flagship designed to
be more cost
competitive in the

ST of AR (29 S,
AR 399rg &Y 39a
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HET UF-2T Udhe @ AHAATaF dled T, ST 3rqelt 3ifasr 3377 o 38 37 AT
3raf¥eT I9IR & 30 gfaeaet s ke afawnfa s

e The H-2A rocket lifted off from the Tanegashima Space Centre in southwestern
Japan, carrying the GOSAT-GW satellite as part of Tokyo's effort to mitigate climate
change.

TF-20 (& o STR0T-Gfa# STITeT & THTAAT T4F e A 3317 93, T GOSAT-
GW 399§ UT, ST STerary IR bl o hlel o TIFAT o T T [GEaT Bl

¢ The satellite was released into a planned orbit about 16 minutes later.

3YTE ! FIHT 16 AT a1 Tah et werr & wenfoa & o)

e The launch follows several days of delays because of malfunctioning of the rocket's
electrical systems.

T ol Uehe $ egd qorelt & @l & HRoT g e Hr &l & are gar|

e Sunday's launch marked the 50th and final flight for the H-2A, which has served as
Japan's mainstay rocket to carry satellites and probes into space with a near-perfect
record since 2001.

AT T FaYqor -2 v 1 50 3R 3ifoer 33T o, forwer 2001 F warstar ot
HEeIdT &¥ & TT 39a! 3R ST I1a1 & 3ialeT & S|

o After its retirement, it will be fully replaced by the H3, which is already in operation, as
Japan's new main flagship.

SH ATAGH gl & a1, 3 T g TH3 Udhe GanT AT fhar STeet, St STt &1
AT J7@ e gran 3N ugel @ & FA B

e “Even though our launches seemed stable, we have run into difficulties and overcome
them one by one to come this far,” said lwao Igarashi, senior general manager of
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries.

fAcgieelt 3 s3vdiar & aftse wgTvetre Far3it gaTRmRet  *hET, “greliich FARY olifeadl AT
Tl g &Y, &l S HISATSTT ST ATHAT [hdT 3R 3¢ Teh-Ueh Y IR fohaT|”
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e “As we now move on to the H3 launch service, we will firmly keep up the trust we
gained from H-2A.”

“3T ST §H T3 Al W4T T 3R 9 @ &, a1 57 T-20 F el fReawsiadr #F s=mw
T

e The GOSAT-GW, or Global Observing Satellite for Greenhouse Gases and Water
Cycle, is a third series in the mission to monitor carbon, methane, and other
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.

GOSAT-GW, 7! Fiergrsw it 3k rer % & forw dRaw sraensat 3998, argHsel &
F1eeT, #1AeT 3R 315 Aergrzw AT A IR e arer A2 Hr e s ¢

o Within one year, it will start distributing data such as sea surface temperature and
precipitation with much higher resolution to users around the world, including the U.S.
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

U a¥ F iR, Ig FARN Wlg F dTIAT 3R 8T S ST hY 3T JOTadT & A1y giaar o)
o SUGITehci3it 1 faaRe sam, foreret ARt & Iedr aegedt 3 argasela gerae off
QAR B

e The liquid-fuel H-2A rocket with two solid-fuel sub-rockets developed by the Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency has so far had 49 flights with a 98 per cent success
record, with only one failure in 2003.

SATITT TIREIH TFACAREIT TSI GaRT i &Y Sra-§4sT Ta-Ihed dlol §d-$4+ Td-
2T e H1 379 oh 49 331 g3 &, ToAeTohT 98% WHeTdlT &3 &I §, hael 2003 H T IFHHecll
g3l

o Mitsubishi Heavy Industries has provided its launch operation since 2007.

facafaeh 3 g=vder =1 2007 @ FE wiieT FaT TET= Y

e H-2A successfully carried into space many satellites and probes, including Japan's
moon lander SLIM (2024) and the popular Hayabusa2 spacecraft (2014) to reach a
distant asteroid.

TF-20 A &S 3UTET 3N TTeT 1 IARET 7 Ahordrgder af, foieTa Smate 1 9 osT SLIM
(2024) 3R NHRAT FATLAT2 HARET 1T (2014) MR &, S Th GIET GEIE T TG |

e Japan sees a stable, commercially competitive space transport capability as key to
its space program and national security, and has been developing two new flagship
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rockets as successors of the H-2A series.

STTATeT 319eY 3aTRaT Fswa 31X gy et & fov R ik saraafs v @ wfaeadt
3rafvet aRage 47T 1 Agcaqul A § 3R w20 H@er & Iaufasrl &Y v yoga
e Tl < wTE |

e These include the larger H3 with Mitsubishi, and a much smaller Epsilon system with
the aerospace unit of the heavy machinery maker IHI.

gotd e faelt & e @37 T3 3R IHI i vaRew 59TE F ATy ST vitwdre fvew
enfAe &

e Japan hopes to cater to diverse customer needs and improve its position in the
growing satellite launch market.

STt ST o fafder gl Y smaeTarsit HY QR FT 3R sl & g6 397 dled
TSR 3 3ot Reufer gearan 8

e The H3 is designed to carry larger payloads than the H-2A at about half its launch
cost to be globally competitive, though officials say more cost reduction efforts are
needed.

T3 I TH-2T Y JoralT 7 T3 IS T 7197 Arefl A1 W ol ST & T f3amset fomar
IR § AT ag AT Fav W afaeasdt 57 I, grenifer ARt &1 g & % 3w
ArTd A Fetd f TwA &

e« The H3 has made four consecutive successful flights after a failed debut attempt in
2023, when the rocket had to be destroyed with its payload.

T3 o 2023 FY FHGE Tgall HIALY & 1E SAMAR TR The 33161 [ T &, 5T Tehe T
3Yet Gel1S & HIY ASC T IST U7
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Visual: This is a diamond exhibiting cathodoluminescence. Its inverse effect is called X. Name
X. Credit: PAVEL SOMOV (CC BY)

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page7 1

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

Address
Email Id :

Website :

s India marks eight years since the
A introduction of the Goods and Services

Tax (GST) on July 1, 2017, it is worth
reflecting on this landmark reform. GST replaced
a multiplicity of indirect taxes such as Value
Added Tax (VAT), excise duties, and service tax,
establishing a unified national market under the
“One Nation, One Tax” framework. The reform
harmonised tax rates across States, enhanced
ease of doing business, and facilitated greater
economic integration. Economically, GST has
been a consistent contributor to national
revenue. Gross GST collections in 2024-25
reached a record ¥22.08 lakh crore, reflecting a
year-on-year growth of 9.4%.

Beyond revenue generation, GST has advanced
economic efficiency. The elimination of cascading
taxes through the input tax credit system has
reduced production costs, benefiting both
businesses and consumers. Compliance has
improved through digitised processes, which
include e-way bills, simplifying tax administration
and curbing evasion. The removal of inter-State
checkpoints has enhanced logistics efficiency,
cutting transportation time by 20% in some cases
and reducing costs.

Faultlines in taxation
However, this progress is accompanied by
notable shortcomings, particularly in the realm of
public health, specifically tobacco taxation.
Tobacco use continues to pose a severe public
health threat in India, causing over 3,500 deaths
daily and incurring an economic burden of
2,340 billion annually (1.4% of GDP in 2017)-a
figure far exceeding the 3551 billion GST revenue
generated from tobacco annually, on average, in
the past five years. India remains the
second-largest consumer of tobacco globally, with
28.6% of adults and 8.5% of students between the
ages of 13 to 15 years using tobacco in some form.
Taxation is globally recognised as one of the
most effective instruments to reduce tobacco use.
Yet, since the introduction of GST, there have
been no significant tax increases on tobacco
products. This stands in stark contrast to the
pre-GST period (2009-17), when regular increases
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is a health economist
and Adjunct Professor
at the Rajagiri College
of Social Sciences,
Kochi, Kerala

A rate
rationalisation
exercise must
address the
shortcomings in
the taxation of
tobacco
products,
keeping in mind
economic and
public health
outcomes

in excise and VAT contributed to a 17% decline in
tobacco use prevalence. A stagnation in tax,
Post-GST, increases risks, undermining past
public health gains due to the increasing
affordability of tobacco products (as pointed out
in many studies). Currently, the overall tax
burden on tobacco products remains well below
the World Health Organization (WHQ)
recommendation of 75% of the retail price: 22%
for bidis, 54% for cigarettes, and 65% for
smokeless tobacco.

A structural issue
A critical structural issue is the GST’s heavy
reliance on ad valorem taxes. While GST is
inherently ad valorem, evidence shows that
specific excise taxes — levied as a fixed amount
per unit — are more effective in reducing the
consumption of harmful products, as they are
less susceptible to price manipulation by the
industry. Since the implementation of GST, the
share of central excise duties in total tobacco
taxes has dropped significantly: from 54% to 8%
for cigarettes, 17% to 1% for bidis, and 59% to 11%
for smokeless tobacco. In contrast, many
countries with VAT or GST regimes impose
additional specific excise taxes on tobacco to
achieve public health objectives. In India,
inconsistencies across products exacerbate the
problem. Although cigarettes represent only 15%
of tobacco users, they contribute over 80% of tax
revenue. Bidis, used predominantly by
low-income populations, remain under-taxed.
Notably, bidis, despite being the most widely
consumed smoked tobacco product and as
harmful as cigarettes, are not even subject to the
GST compensation cess. This omission lacks any
evidence-based public health justification.

An urgent concern is the potential expiration
of the GST compensation cess in March 2026,
which constitutes a substantial share of total
tobacco taxes (nearly 50% for cigarettes). Its
removal would significantly reduce tax burdens
and render tobacco products more affordable,
undermining health policy objectives.

Raising GST rates on tobacco products to the
peak rate of 40%, as permitted in the GST law,

Sreadt gur AR e fA==or & rer Fd

« India completed 8 years of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) on July 1,

2025.

alongside the enhancement of specific excise
taxes, would be a very effective dual strategy. A
mixed tax structure that combines ad valorem
and specific components has demonstrated
greater efficacy in both reducing consumption
and increasing revenues.

The illicit trade
The tobacco industry frequently argues that
higher taxes drive illicit trade. However,
independent peer-reviewed studies estimate that
illicit cigarettes constitute only 2.7% to 6.6% of the
market in India — substantially lower than the
industry’s claim of 25%. Research shows that tax
increases have a limited effect on illicit trade.
Instead, governance quality, regulatory strength
and enforcement capacity are more decisive
factors. India has ratified the World Health
Organization (WHO) Protocol to Eliminate Ilicit
Trade in Tobacco Products and must now
prioritize its implementation to prevent leakages.
As the GST Council undertakes deliberations
on rate rationalisation and structural reform, it is
imperative that public health considerations are
given due priority. The Parliamentary Standing
Committee, in its 139th Report (September 2022),
highlighted that tobacco products in India remain
among the most affordable globally and has
stressed the critical need to enhance taxation on
these products. Increasing GST rates to the
statutory peak of 40%, alongside a substantial
increase in specific excise duties, would serve the
dual objectives of reducing the health and
economic burden associated with tobacco use
and strengthening fiscal consolidation. Such a
strategy would reaffirm India’s commitment to its
public health objectives while aligning with its
broader developmental goals. As the GST
completes eight years since its enactment, the
ongoing rate rationalisation exercise offers a
timely opportunity to rectify existing
shortcomings in the taxation of tobacco products.
Addressing this issue would represent a
meaningful advancement in the evolution of the
GST framework and reinforce its role as a tool for
promoting both fiscal and public health
objectives.

GST reform and unfinished business in tobacco control

HRA o 1 S[eTS 2025 FT I U9 9T F (GST) F 8 |rer [ fvw|

o GST replaced multiple indirect taxes like VAT, excise duty, and service tax, creating a
unified national market under “One Nation, One Tax”.

Shewd! & A, 391G o, 3N AT F S S HYTET FU I G "Th &, TF F" &

gl Tehlehl STSTN AT |
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It harmonised tax rates across states, improved ease of doing business, and
promoted economic integration.

oY Tl H Y &3 Y AT SoI1T, STTHTT FIA H AT 15 3R 3nfiF vhewior 1
Sorar fear|

Gross GST collections in 2024-25 reached a record ¥22.08 lakh crore, growing 9.4%
year-on-year.

2024-25 # el STHET TAE Nehis T22.08 oG FU3 T, 511 9.4% T ari¥er gefar 3

The input tax credit system removed cascading taxes and reduced production costs
for businesses and consumers.

$TYE SFH HIST TUITe! o SEEAIT FY §TT AR IeqTet AT I FA |

Digitisation through e-way bills improved compliance and reduced tax evasion.

§-a faralt Sl RfSreer yomelt & 3re7aTere ST 3R FT A 7 A

Removal of inter-State checkpoints improved logistics, reducing transport time by
20% in some cases.

HRIAT AFUIEE el § A PeFT J GUR g3 3R TS FAell & 20% % IRageT
HHAY °cT|

Faultlines in taxation

FITT T FHASARIAT

Despite GST success, tobacco taxation remains a major public health gap.
SHTHEY T AheAd & TG, AT FAUNT U T3 Fareey ot w4 5

Tobacco causes 3,500+ deaths daily and imposes an annual economic cost of
¥2,340 billion (1.4% of GDP in 2017).

dare & T 3,500 ¥ 3rftre Alal &1 RoT § 3T & Aol 22,340 37T (2017 F At F
1.4%) 7 3w =T ST 81

In comparison, the average GST revenue from tobacco over five years is only ¥551
billion annually.
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SH e, e aid aut & darg & shewdt Terea sitaae 2551 3RT AT &1 @l ¢

e India is the second-largest tobacco consumer, with 28.6% of adults and 8.5% of 13—
15-year-old students using tobacco.

HRT GET GH F3T a1 SUHNFAT ¢, ST67 28.6% Tq€H 3N 1315 a¥ & 8.5% B dalg
T 3T A & |

o Taxation is one of the most effective ways to reduce tobacco use, according to global
evidence.

AfRaeh JATUT o 3TAR, FTYT s, T G TTA T Ueh T 3U §|

e Since GST started, there have been no major tax increases on tobacco products.

STHEY A 8l & dTe; & e Scarel T FIE T8 T JE 0 Fel 83 ¢

e In contrast, during 2009-2017, regular VAT and excise hikes led to 17% decline in
tobacco use.

58 fawlid, 2009-2017 7 faafara de 3K 37T Yo do= & darg @9d F 17%
fARrae 3s o)

e Post-GST tax stagnation is making tobacco more affordable, risking public health
gains.

Shead) & a1e; X # ReuRar & ciarg FaT g31 ¢, S Fareey aer o g e B

e Current tax burden on tobacco is below WHO’s recommended 75% of retail price:
T HT AR WHO &I 75% FeT 7o Y FAwiRer & e ¢

Bidis — 22%

g - 22%

Cigarettes — 54%

e - 54%

Smokeless tobacco — 65%
R darE - 65%

A structural issue
UF WIAATCHE ST
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e A critical structural issue is the GST’s heavy reliance on ad valorem taxes.
Teh AgcaquT FeTcHS HAEIT STUHST & Hed e #3 (ad valorem taxes) W

IcafRe aRar &

o While GST is inherently ad valorem, evidence shows that specific excise taxes —
levied as a fixed amount per unit — are more effective in reducing the consumption of
harmful products, as they are less susceptible to price manipulation by the industry.

gTelifeh STTAT TaTsHTideh &9 § Hed MU 8, Afehet Tred gl ¢ & fafise scure e
(specific excise taxes) — 3 Ufa 315 AR TR & &7 F 9T S0 § — gIfAeRE
3CUTGT T I HT HH HA H ATUFH AT § FA1Th & 3GINT GaRT HeT §THT 3 Tid A
Hagerehear gid g

o Since the implementation of GST, the share of central excise duties in total tobacco
taxes has dropped significantly: from 54% to 8% for cigarettes, 17% to 1% for bidis, and
59% to 11% for smokeless tobacco.

SHTHET o] 81t o STe; & daTg 0 H FER 3cUTE ek 1 AT il T I §: e &
foIT 54% & 8%, Y & FAT 17% & 1%, 3R Ry darg & v 59% & 11% dh|

e In contrast, many countries with VAT or GST regimes impose additional specific
excise taxes on tobacco to achieve public health objectives.

ga faolid, &g &2r a1 de a1 Sewdt yomrelt §, 3 ardeifas ¥y 3ggedl &1 ured st
& ToIT derey I Arfafere fafdrse 3eure eew oema €1

¢ InIndia, inconsistencies across products exacerbate the problem.

R & RAffies 3cael & i 3reraar su gaear # ik geradr g1

o Although cigarettes represent only 15% of tobacco users, they contribute over 80% of
tax revenue.

glefifer fATRE Shaer 15% darg IqaaTansit &1 gfaffRica i 8, dfehet I X Torea &
80% ¥ T8 AereT & &

+ Bidis, used predominantly by low-income populations, remain under-taxed.

i, 50 7T &7 F AT M7 g3t & ST 39T A 8, 373 o e e arelt 8
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* Notably, bidis, despite being the most widely consumed smoked tobacco product and
as harmful as cigarettes, are not even subject to the GST compensation cess.

ooy ¢ for digY, S T 31fRe 3usier 3 STt arel 4 dere 3eurg & 3R RaRe
et @ g1fans &, 39 ) Shead) F3masr 39T off 7gT o AT B |

o This omission lacks any evidence-based public health justification.

$H I & IS HIS WIAI-3MUTRA ST FarEeT a& 7el o |

e An urgent concern is the potential expiration of the GST compensation cess in March
2026, which constitutes a substantial share of total tobacco taxes (nearly 50% for
cigarettes).

Teh cllcehlieleh Ricll g & fob AT 2026 7 ShTwdY AT 39T T Fanfea ganfad g, S
el delTeh T T T 37 G & (RIRE & fw aememT 50%) |

o lts removal would significantly reduce tax burdens and make tobacco products more
affordable, undermining health policy objectives.

58 ol A HT AR H s FAY 3wl 3R darg Seure rfarw FE g e, foed Fareey
AT & 3e&N T Jehart g1

e Raising GST rates on tobacco products to the peak rate of 40%, as permitted in the
GST law, alongside the enhancement of specific excise taxes, would be a very
effective dual strategy.

delTeh 3caTel W SITTHET &3 T 40% Y 3T AT 7o 57T, ST foh STaeT Slefst 7
3eAd &, 3R ary & fafldise 3curg gew # gefer e v gerdt SXedr 39T g1 |

+ A mixed tax structure that combines ad valorem and specific components has
demonstrated greater efficacy in both reducing consumption and increasing
revenues.

T AT w3 wvaen, Sad Hea sl ik faflse v gt anfae gf, o 3wsier ges
3R TorEa To= et 7 31fRE weaelierar @S ¥

The illicit trade
3T SATUR

e The tobacco industry frequently argues that higher taxes drive illicit trade.

aTE; 3T FFER AT o T § o 3oF Y IAY SATIR HY T61aT & &
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¢ However, independent peer-reviewed studies estimate that illicit cigarettes constitute
only 2.7% to 6.6% of the market in India — substantially lower than the industry’s
claim of 25%.

gleliteh, Fad faR-Regs sreasr aard § i 9 # 3rdyr Rare 1 fRear Faer 2.7% @
6.6% & — ST 36T & 25% & &9 § FHIHI HA B

o Research shows that tax increases have a limited effect on illicit trade.

ITHUT ST ¢ 3 T Jaftr &7 3 AR 9% A vamma g &1

« Instead, governance quality, regulatory strength and enforcement capacity are
more decisive factors.

SHh ST, ATH Y I[oraT, faamres Tt 3R gadler a1rar i Ao R g 8 |

e India has ratified the WHO Protocol to Eliminate lllicit Trade in Tobacco Products
and must now prioritize its implementation to prevent leakages.

HRT & T 3cU1aT 3 HIE SATIR FHTCT FIA & fAT WHO Srekaier &l 3iefaiied fhar g
3R 3T 3 IS @ 1] F1 TRV d1feh Reara Q1 ST a1 |

¢ As the GST Council undertakes deliberations on rate rationalisation and structural
reform, it is imperative that public health considerations are given due priority.

ST SfTae TR T THAINAHIOT AR FEATeHS FURT N FaraR < @ e, o 98
31T g o arderfas Tareeg 1 3faa wafAewar & s

e The Parliamentary Standing Committee, in its 139th Report (September 2022),
highlighted that tobacco products in India remain among the most affordable globally
and has stressed the critical need to enhance taxation on these products.

FHET Tt WiATY o et 1394t Raie (e 2022) # sdrn & R # darg 3cure
3177 ¢ AT TaT W @ A & 3R 57 I A qeTe Y ATae TS S I@ifehd fohar|

e Increasing GST rates to the statutory peak of 40%, alongside a substantial increase
in specific excise duties, would serve the dual objectives of reducing health and
economic burden and strengthening fiscal consolidation.

w3 FY 40% Fr denfas srfwas @A T gore 3R ary & faflse soure gew &
YT JET AT, TR 3T 31T AT F3 FI AT TR AL AT 365 2T

Page77

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

e Such a strategy would reaffirm India’s commitment to public health objectives while
aligning with its broader developmental goals.

UHY TOTANTY 37T hr ATdIoreh Fareey wadl & i wfaeeerar &1 gof: qite el AR gah
gec fas aaal & A1y drefde fqarwe|

e As GST completes eight years, the ongoing rate rationalisation exercise offers a
timely opportunity to rectify existing shortcomings in the taxation of tobacco
products.

ST STHEY A6 T G AT T &, ol TAAT &G AHHAAFIOT GTHAT TalTeh ScTel & HIETeT
$ #AlSET FAAT HT GUR FT TE TA T&TT T

o Addressing this issue would represent a meaningful advancement in the evolution of
the GST framework and reinforce its role as a tool for promoting both fiscal and public
health objectives.

SH HeS T HaITd el Sewet grd & A 7 va Ageaqor gerfer &1 e 3
TR AR Adeifas FareeT 3eaeat 1 9¢rdT &1 & 3UHT & &9 H SHT {fAHT
FSTT |
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Who is responsible for ensuring that cancer drugs are sterile and non-contaminated? How does the UK. ensure drug safety? Do all low- and middle-income
countries have adequate drug testing facilities? What happens when contaminated cancer drugs reach patients? How has the WHO intervened?

EXPLAINER

Andjela Milivojevic

The story so far:

major new investigation by the
Bureau of Investigative
Journalism published by The

Hindu has revealed that bad
cancer drugs have been shipped to more
than 100 countries around the world.
Before a cancer drug reaches a patient,
they would have already undergone a
long, complicated journey. Once the raw
materials have been sourced, a typical
drug will be manufactured, packaged,
shipped, locally distributed and finally
put to use. And at every stage of this
process, the drug’s quality must remain
unharmed. Relatively innocuous events —
a change in temperature or poor handling
— can have critical effects.

‘What are the risks in manufacturing?
One of the biggest dangers is
contamination. Ensuring that cancer
drugs are sterile is the ultimate

ponsibility of the Every
action must be tightly controlled. Staff
working without proper disinfection
processes can carry contaminants. Even a
technician moving too quickly in a clean
room can create air movement that
spreads bacteria. Everything is sanitised
right down to the pens and paper.

The process is unforgiving: if ra
ingredit aren’t tested ad ly, if
equipment isn’t cleaned properly, and if
water isn't filtered thoroughly, these
lifesaving medicines can become lethal.

How do countries ensure such safety?
About 80% of NHS prescriptions in
England are generic drugs, identical
copies of branded drugs that can be made
once a drug’s patent expires. About
two-thirds of those come from abroad. To
try to ensure that these drugs are safe, the
following measures are in place — every
batch undergoes two rounds of quality
testing, at the manufacturing site, and

then on entering the U.K.; during each of
these rounds of tests, 20 different
markers of drug quality are checked; only
specific experts are qualified to verify
each batch; and the Medicines and
Healthcare products Regulatory Agency
regularly inspects manufacturing
facilities, both in the U.K. and abroad.

Such testing systems are the gold
standard. Many low- and middle-income
countries, however, face significant
challenges. In Nepal, for example, limited
resources and expertise mean that there
is no effective testing and monitoring of
imported medicines. Many countries also
lack the ability to track drugs through
supply chains and, like Nepal, do not have
any verified experts or facilities to check
drug quality. These shortcomings,
combined with corruption issues and
porous borders, all mean that bad and
potentially counterfeit drugs can enter
healthcare systems.

‘What are the consequences?
Drugs that have not been manufactured
properly can be toxic or contaminated —

GETTY IMAGES

and put a patient in immediate danger.

In 2019, five young patients from Saudi
Arabia developed a high fever, and one
died, after taking an Indian-made
medicine given at the same time as
chemotherapy drugs. In the same year,
four children died and more than a 100
fell ill in Colombia when given the same
type of drug. In 2022, at least 10 children
in Yemen died after receiving

a critical ch p

drug used to treat leukaemia and other
cancers, that had been contaminated with
a deadly bacteria. In 2023, the Bureau
uncovered a dozen poor-quality brands of
a childhood cancer drug used in Brazil.

‘What’s WHO doing to ensure safety?
The World Health Organization (WHO)
maintains a rapid alert system for
dangerous drugs. After a concern has
been raised, the WHO assesses it and an
alert is then sent out to all member
governments. However, this system only
catches problems after harm occurs.

‘The WHO has put several mechanisms
in place to keep a check on drug safety in

low and middle-income countries. One is
the Global ing Tool: a tool that
assesses and rates national regulatory
systems on a scale of 1 (least mature) to 4
(most mature). In 2023, 70% of WHO
member countries were rated level 1 or 2,
meaning they have limited capacity to
check drugs coming into the country.
Then we have the Essential Medicines
List: a list of medications that are
considered to be the safest and most
effective for meeting the most important
health system needs. While generic
versions of drugs on this list could still be
fake or substandard, the existence of the
list helps countries prioritise limited
resources. Third, there are
prequalification programs which are lists
that contain laboratories, specific drugs
and sources of active pharmaceutical
ingredients that the WHO has inspected,
evaluated, and confirmed to be
acceptable for use. This helps
governments and national regulators
procure safe medicines. Fourth, is the
Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP)
certification which ensures that
pharmaceutical products are consistently
produced and controlled to quality
standards. Most countries will only accept
the import and sale of medicines that
have been manufactured by
internationally recognised GMPs. And
finally the WHO certification scheme. A
Certificate of Pharmaceutical Products
(CoPP) can be requested by a country that
wants to import a medicine, and it would
issued by the exporting country according
to the WHO guidelines. It acts like a
passport for medicines, proving the item
is approved and safely made in the
exporting country.

These measures certainly provide
some protection against dangerous drugs,
but the protections they offer simply
aren’t enough. Without the level of
oversight seen in countries like the UK.,
these measures often fail to prevent
substandard drugs from reaching
patients.

Andjela Milivojevic is with The Bureau of
Investigative Journalism.

How do unsafe cancer drugs reach patients?

IR ST Y gare FAS aF FH agE §2

THE GIST

v

Ensuring that cancer drugs are
sterile is the ultimate
responsibility of the
manufacturers. Every action
must be tightly controlled.

v

Drugs that have not been
manufactured properly can be
toxic or contaminated — and
put a patient in immediate
danger.

v

The World Health Organization
(WHO) maintains a rapid alert
system for dangerous drugs.

A major new investigation by the Bureau of Investigative Journalism published by
The Hindu has revealed that bad cancer drugs have been shipped to more than
100 countries around the world.

& fig aarr yifRIa s 3w smaRediea seifass 1 v a2 Stra & gerar gam @ &
S FHET GaT¢ gfarar & 100 @ rfarw i 7 S 78 &)

o Before a cancer drug reaches a patient, they would have already undergone a long,
complicated journey.

ey SR &aT 3 FYST T TgT § Tgel Ig Teh vl 3 SAfeer Imar § o &
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¢ Once the raw materials have been sourced, a typical drug will be manufactured,
packaged, shipped, locally distributed, and finally put to use.

ST FeR AT 1 Y g ST &, I Teh WA= &ar 1 fafdia, Y, R, i FR w
fRrafa forar Srar & 3R 37da: 9T & ar S g

e At every stage of this process, the drug’s quality must remain unharmed.

39 9fshaT & X TROT & gaT &I IUradT F & @ TRy ¢

¢ Relatively innocuous events — like a change in temperature or poor handling — can
have critical effects.

SIA ATIHATST H TEATd AT T o3 foier STt ARl TeaTy off asfiX Fema stef Fehll & |

What are the risks in manufacturing?

3eH A FATIRAA AT &2

One of the biggest dangers is contamination.
Y 93T @RI § FAIT (contamination)|

e Ensuring that cancer drugs are sterile is the ultimate responsibility of the
manufacturers.

FET 2an3it Fr Aeffa TaTT T@ar ARt f ifaa SFed T

o Every action must be tightly controlled.

& ufehar FI #38 AIRTET 7 F=T SR g

o Staff working without proper disinfection processes can carry contaminants.

HE PreToreierst WiHFAT & ST 1 FE aTel HAART HHAT et gl

e Even a technician moving too quickly in a clean room can create air movement that
spreads bacteria.

waﬂ%mﬁamﬁagaéﬁ@m%,ﬁww%m#mw
el 8
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Everything is sanitised — right down to the pens and paper.

Tq Fo Afergsr forar ST § — T8t o & 9 3 Frere o)

The process is unforgiving: if raw ingredients aren’t tested adequately, if equipment
isn’t cleaned properly, and if water isn'’t filtered thoroughly, these lifesaving medicines
can become lethal.

ugmagaﬁﬁmﬁaa?ﬁ%:mmmﬁﬁmaﬁgé,mwaﬁ?,m
Tl I g BT 76 91, A A SAiaT T §aTe, SATeTerdT ST Hevell ¢ |

How do countries ensure such safety?

ST 3 YT I F4 ghARad FI 82

About 80% of NHS prescriptions in England are generic drugs.

Z3ois H NHS &Y 80% Rfsweere st game gidr £

About two-thirds of those come from abroad.

g1 A Q-fagrs & 31 gare gt F 3 &

Every batch undergoes two rounds of quality testing — once at the manufacturing
site, and once upon entering the U.K.

X ST T &Y I J[UTEdT GHETT & ISRAT ISl § — Ueh IR fardATor ¥y o 3R @l aR
T A 93 W

During each round, 20 different markers of drug quality are checked.

Scdeh GETUT H T T IUTeT o 20 IeIT-HelaT AIGST ohl Srel bl SiTel & |

Only qualified experts are allowed to verify each batch.

rarol SO RSl Y &1 el 7 B ot By g A

The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) regularly
inspects manufacturing facilities in both the U.K. and abroad.

MHRA (5310 3R Fareea 3eurg e woid)) Fafid & & g 3 et # et
FH1SAT T A N8TOT AT &
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e Such systems are considered gold standard in testing.

T YR T ST JUTTel 1 Mes FE58 ATAT ST 8|

Do all low- and middle-income countries have adequate drug testing
facilities?

F1 gaft fovat 3R Aeww 3 T St & 9 gATed gar wdietor giaere g2

¢ Many low- and middle-income countries face significant challenges.

s foreer 3R Fres 3wy arer et 1 e g o1 AHeT e s B

¢ In Nepal, limited resources and expertise mean no effective testing and monitoring
of imported medicines.

Aurer F AT FaTeE) 3T FAwFar & ST Irafad garsit i g st 3 AR
TET g ard|

e Many countries lack the ability to track drugs through the supply chain, and like
Nepal, don’t have verified experts or facilities.

S 2T & ITH et ST 7 Gt FY T FIA Y &THAT 781 81l 3N GO Farerersy &
YRANTRATATT &Y =TT gt |

o These issues, along with corruption and porous borders, allow bad or counterfeit
drugs to enter health systems.

I FHEATY, oI eerar AR Erelt HATT, T IT STl aT3it T TAELT Jufardi & gaer
A ST &

What are the consequences?

o F47 8 87

e Drugs that have not been manufactured properly can be toxic or contaminated —
and put a patient in immediate danger.

St gaTt w8 add F afda a8t @i, 7 sedeh ar awfAa g g § — ik Al &t
dchTel @aX H STl Thal &
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In 2019, five young patients from Saudi Arabia developed a high fever, and one died,
after taking an Indian-made medicine given at the same time as chemotherapy drugs.

2019 3 33X 3R & 9T FaT AT T A FER &1 IR 3R Tk Y A g1 718, 579 3¢
P gaat & ary s gar &y TS|

In the same year, four children died and more than 100 fell ill in Colombia when
given the same type of drug.

3 a¥, Frefaar & T geat f #lq 8 718 317 100 @ 3F AR & 7T F9 3¢ A IFR
HTgar gy |

In 2022, at least 10 children in Yemen died after receiving methotrexate, a critical
chemotherapy drug used to treat leukaemia and other cancers, that had been
contaminated with deadly bacteria.

2022 H IAT H FA § FA 10 Fodi 1 Al g 71 579 3¢ AuRTFde & 715, I egF A
3R 37 FHRY F sarer F 3UIRET A § 3R S aTaE SFARAT @ FHAT AN

In 2023, the Bureau uncovered a dozen poor-quality brands of a childhood cancer
drug used in Brazil.

2023 # s o SN H SEAATE glel ATell qaqeT Y FAT hY GaT & Gorell GieAT s FH1
g fha|

What’s WHO doing to ensure safety?
WHO ga1 T ga&T gfafeaa & & foaw Far w7 w1872

The World Health Organization (WHO) maintains a rapid alert system for dangerous
drugs.

T FaFeT Herod (WHO) Tt &arait & folv Ueh cad AdTdeil ToTTell §ITT I &

After a concern has been raised, the WHO assesses it and an alert is then sent out to
all member governments.

TS 1S &iaT STars ST §, df WHO 38 F[eaifara e § 3R R v damastt @it aeea
&Rt T SIST S B

However, this system only catches problems after harm occurs.

gTeih, AT YUTel ad ad ddTasil Gell § ST JHATT 81 IHT 81T ¢
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e The WHO has put several mechanisms in place to keep a check on drug safety in low
and middle-income countries.

WHO & foret 3R Frearsr 3 arer @it & gar et 1 feRmeh & forw g yonfamt sy &
gl

o One is the Global Benchmarking Tool: a tool that assesses and rates national
regulatory systems on a scale of 1 (least mature) to 4 (most mature).

T & TAIGe STATTRT . Tg 3THLOT AT e yonfordl Y 1 (FAGR) F A< 4
(Werea) I Hedifera AR ¥F Far gl

e 1In 2023, 70% of WHO member countries were rated level 1 or 2, meaning they have
limited capacity to check drugs coming into the country.

2023 #, WHO & 70% HeET &2t T TaT 1 T 2 AT 31T, IToT 3o7eh 9T 27 H 3TeT arely
gan3it Y s F A DT sar

e« Then we have the Essential Medicines List: a list of medications that are considered to
be the safest and most effective for meeting the most important health system
needs.

e § 3mraeges ganait i g, foresl 3 gard anfae 8 S e gefare ik wemmelt Al sl
g 3R S FareeT yorrelt At woT@ AraRTHATHt B QW A &

e While generic versions of drugs on this list could still be fake or substandard, the
existence of the list helps countries prioritise limited resources.

S T 7 Al Gar3il & AR TEHTor 3767 off Al ar afer g weha €, Afht s g
1 3TEcTcd &R T WA FaTer= @ yrafiwar & 7 Acg Far |

e Third, there are prequalification programs which are lists that contain laboratories,
specific drugs and sources of active pharmaceutical ingredients that the WHO has
inspected, evaluated, and confirmed to be acceptable for use.

R & fi-FarfafheereT sRIwA, TS9s gy, Aftrse game it afra sittwela gt
& @i anfAe gl & oies WHO o fadiator, syeaiaer 3R F&iga fmar glar gl

o This helps governments and national regulators procure safe medicines.

I8 TIHRI 3R I famarent 1 gRftra gansit i @l 7 Aeg wr gl
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e Fourth is the Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) certification, which ensures that
pharmaceutical products are consistently produced and controlled to quality
standards.

=t g 373 Aegiharaiar }fFedsr (GMP) THTUT, ST Ig GiAfad aar & fo sitwefr
3eqTal T fAToT 3R fAG=0T J[oraat AHI & TR 8|

o Most countries will only accept the import and sale of medicines that have been
manufactured by internationally recognised GMPs.

31TRYeRTer 2T ShaeT o1 gar3it & AT 3T fshr Sl TR R § ST AR AT
yTed GMPs garT fafid g &1

e And finally, the WHO certification scheme.
3R 3ad: & WHO 9H1OTeT Q=]

e A Certificate of Pharmaceutical Product (CoPP) can be requested by a country that
wants to import a medicine, and it would be issued by the exporting country
according to the WHO guidelines.

Teh 37 SiY &aT ShT HTATeT FeAT el §, TE BIAEGFEH SedTE FHTITH (CoPP) FT ey
Y Hehll &, it s qer @Rt WHO feem-faadeit o 3rear SRy foharr Sira 81

o It acts like a passport for medicines, proving the item is approved and safely made in
the exporting country.

I gaT3it F forw qrEae & qig SR AT §, S Fg ATSd Il § foh 3cdre i Flip e
forelt @ 3 T w9 @ IR R 2

e These measures certainly provide some protection against dangerous drugs, but the
protections they offer simply aren’t enough.

¥ 3UTY WeAT a3t & F6 8 e YT JeTal el &, oifehe] I FR&T gaed 78 8|

o Without the level of oversight seen in countries like the U.K., these measures often
fail to prevent substandard drugs from reaching patients.

T St it A St a18 wed et & e, 33U st afear ganit # Al aw
ggaa @ Uhet # et g1 511 8
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Can a G.I. tag prevent cultural
misappropriation?

How many Indian products are registered as Gl-tagged goods? Do ‘international’ GI rights exist?

The story so far:

n June 25, at its
Spring/Summer 2026
menswear show in Milan,
Italian luxury brand Prada
unveiled footwear inspired by India’s
Geographical Indication (GI)-tagged
Kolhapuri chappals, sparking accusations
of ‘cultural misappropriation’.

What is a geographical indication?

It is a form of ‘intellectual property’ that
identifies goods as originating from a
specific country, region or locality, where
their distinctive qualities, characteristics,
or reputation are essentially linked to that
‘place of origin’. In India, there are
currently 658 registered GI-tagged goods,
including Chanderi sarees (Madhya
Pradesh), Madhubani painting (Bihar),
Pashmina shawls (J&K), Kancheepuram
silk (Tamil Nadu), and Darjeeling tea

(West Bengal). Importantly, GIs serve as a
powerful marketing tool, driving rural
development, boosting exports,
enhancing consumer confidence, and
preserving ‘cultural knowledge’ of local
communities, farmers and indigenous
groups. Unlike trademarks, which are
owned by enterprises, Gls are public
property belonging to the producers of
the concerned goods and cannot be
assigned, transmitted or licenced.

The legal protection of Gls stem from
international instruments like the Paris
Convention for the Protection of
Industrial Property (1883), and later
gained a clearer definition under the
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual

Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement, 1995.

India, as a TRIPS signatory, enacted the
Geographical Indications of Goods
(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999,
which came into force in 2003. The Act
provides for GI registration, enforcement
of rights, prohibition of unauthorised use

and penalties for infringement.

How can infringement be tackled?
The registered proprietor or authorised
users may initiate infringement action
when an unauthorised user misleads the
public about the origin of goods, causes
unfair competition or passing off, or
falsely represents goods as originating
from a GI-registered region. However, it is
important to note that GI rights are
primarily ‘territorial’ and consequently
limited to the country (or region) where
protection is granted. At present, no
automatic ‘world’ or ‘international’ GI
right exists. Nevertheless, several
mechanisms exist for cross-border
protection. Gls can be protected
internationally by first securing
recognition in the country of origin, as
many jurisdictions require this as a
precondition and then obtaining
protection directly in the jurisdiction
concerned.

Is this the first such case?

Indian traditional products have time and
again suffered exploitation by global
corporations. In 1997, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO) controversially
granted a patent to Ricetec Inc., a
Texas-based company, for novel “lines
and grains” of Basmati rice. After
significant Indian legal efforts, the USPTO
disallowed the patent holder from using
the name “Basmati”. Similar challenges
arose with ‘turmeric’ when the University
of Mississippi medical centre was granted
a patent in 1995 for turmeric’s
wound-healing properties — a use long
known in Indian traditional medicine.
The Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research contested the claim, leading to
the revocation of the patent. Likewise, the
European Patent Office in 2000 revoked a
patent granted to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture and a multinational firm W.R.
Grace, for neem-based antifungal
formulations, as the therapeutic use of
neem was already part of Indian
knowledge systems. To prevent such
cases in the future, one could start by
expanding the Traditional Knowledge
Digital Library to include wider traditional
grassroots expressions. Making a
‘searchable database’ would allow brands
to conduct due diligence and searches to
identify right holder communities for
collaboration.

Kartikey Singh is a lawyer based in New
Delhi. With inputs from Janhvi Singh.

Can a G.l. Tag Prevent Cultural Misappropriation?

FIT 0 AT T (G.1.) 1 WIEHTAs gEIANT Y AF Fhall 672

Cultural Misappropriation and the Kolhapuri Chappals Controversy

e faF goaaT AR HiegTd Toaat 1 e

e On June 25, at its Spring/Summer 2026 menswear show in Milan, Italian luxury brand
Prada unveiled footwear inspired by India’s Gl-tagged Kolhapuri chappals, sparking
accusations of ‘cultural misappropriation’.

25 S o, AT # 379e RVenaAR 2026 AAFAAT oM H, SeIferdeT ool 1S WIsT o R
#Y GI-&37 aTeh Fregrgdt Toudt ¥ IR Fefaaw der i, e @i fas geaahr &
3R o3 |

What is a Geographical Indication (Gl)?
sitfas d&hd (GI) FAT &2
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o ltis aform of ‘intellectual property’ that identifies goods as originating from a
specific country, region or locality, where their distinctive qualities, characteristics,
or reputation are essentially linked to that ‘place of origin’.

Ig ‘ANefe 9Er &1 Th T § S 3o TEJIT T TgHTeT T ¢ S fordY fardhy ey, A
FUTT @ 3cqea et 8, 3N foierehr fafdrse Ry, aqor, ar wfoser 3@ wuer A A w0 @
TS gl &l

¢ InIndia, there are currently 658 registered Gl-tagged goods, including Chanderi
sarees (Madhya Pradesh), Madhubani painting (Bihar), Pashmina shawls (J&K),
Kancheepuram silk (Tamil Nadu), and Darjeeling tea (West Bengal).

AR H ITATT H 658 TShiFe GI-23T ITeet aFY &, Torete wedY |rsh (e wawr), Ayt
¥feer (), weafia aifer (s1e 3R Fea), wiEhqeer Rew (afdeeg) ik afsiferer @
LitEniciBIGEE!

e Gls serve as a powerful marketing tool, driving rural development, boosting
exports, enhancing consumer confidence, and preserving cultural knowledge of
local communities, farmers and indigenous groups.

G| T erfFaerrell fAYUTeT 3UHIOT & FT F 1 T ¢, ST ATHA0T AT Y Fg@aranrg,
o Y wicarfee wvar ¥, susherar fearw # sorar €, 3R wurelar @, framt sit
feare wagl & wiEpfas AT F @R FA ¢

o Unlike trademarks, which are owned by enterprises, Gls are public property belonging
to the producers of the concerned goods and cannot be assigned, transmitted or
licensed.

FsaTd & faudia, S Fufat & a8 €, Gl ardatfas gufey gl € o waflra aegsit &
3cuTeh! Y g1t & 3R T Tu=iaR|, gediaia a1 i 1 fFar 1

Legal Framework and International Protection

e The legal protection of Gls stems from international instruments like the Paris
Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property (1883).

GI Y I FIET Y YB3 HAWSET WU A €3, <4 6 Aite@ias wufer weamor &
foT IR FderT (1883)|

e Gls gained clearer definition under the TRIPS Agreement (1995) — Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights.
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Gl &I TRIPS A (1995) & dgd HTUF TISC TRHAT fHelT — I & atgfrew wuar
R & SaTIR-wea it ggeHt 4 T B

India, as a TRIPS signatory, enacted the Geographical Indications of Goods
(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999, which came into force in 2003.

TRIPS T#ASHNT T gEdRad & &9 # #HRA o staifos wdas avq (Fsfor 3iiv wvamn)
sfefaea, 1999 1 3rfAfafAd fham, S 2003 7wy g3

The Act provides for Gl registration, enforcement of rights, prohibition of
unauthorised use, and penalties for infringement.

I% AT Gl gsfiaor, ARFRT F yad=, Ieafled 37T | AF, 3 3edad Was
T ST AT & |

Tackling Gl Infringement

Gl 3edgs ¥ fAgear

The registered proprietor or authorised users may initiate infringement action when
an unauthorised user misleads the public about the origin of goods, causes unfair
competition or passing off, or falsely represents goods as originating from a Gl-
registered region.

TSl ATfor AT AfAFa 3qANTHar 38 T # seerae HY FIETS YE F Hevd © oTe
IS HATAFT STANTHAT I3 AT 3T o TR F STAcT Y IHAIG H 8, HARAT
wfaeqet o1 #THF TEGfa BT §, AT a3 A S T A Gl-Gofia &1 § T aarar g |

It is important to note that Gl rights are primarily ‘territorial’, and consequently limited
to the country or region where protection is granted.

TE AT &afl FEcaqor § o Gl 31TUsR F&aa: ey @i ¥, 3K safov g Hae 39 qar
1 & T WA g1t & 161 oo GR&TT Jele ol STl g |

At present, no automatic ‘world’ or ‘international’ Gl right exists.

TAAT H I Fae: AR Y T ‘RTH’ AT IHAREET Gl HAFR HS[g 76T ¢

Nevertheless, several mechanisms exist for cross-border protection.

R oY, AT IR TIETOT & fAT FF dF 3T £
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Gls can be protected internationally by first securing recognition in the country of
origin, as many jurisdictions require this as a precondition, and then obtaining
protection directly in the jurisdiction concerned.

Gl &l FARTSERT T I TIAT AT ST HhlT B, HIH Tgel He &2 F AT TTCd Y o,
ik g AT &1 38 Teh Id A & 9 H A 8, 3N T gerer &7 & waftra qor o
HETOT 9o T ST GeheTT &1

Is this the first such case?
FIT Ig VAT IglT ATHAT 82

Indian traditional products have time and again suffered exploitation by global
corporations.

HRAT IRAR® 3cdTel &l TR-aR 3fRas Fufaal g@rT AT T JHAT 1 987 5|

In 1997, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) controversially granted a
patent to Ricetec Inc., a Texas-based company, for novel “lines and grains” of
Basmati rice.

1997 #, ANFY 9ee 3 T3ATh FTATET (USPTO) A fAarerede &9 & a RRyd F9et
Ricetec Inc. F FTHAT A1aer FI 15 IW@I3T 3R 31 & forw 9 vere fmar|

After significant Indian legal efforts, the USPTO disallowed the patent holder from
using the name “Basmati”.

HRT & FeA TATHT & o916, USPTO & U YR &l “qTadl” AT $T 39317 F3e & 7l
& f&am|

Similar challenges arose with ‘turmeric’ when the University of Mississippi medical
centre was granted a patent in 1995 for turmeric’s wound-healing properties — a use
long known in Indian traditional medicine.

SET TG T il ‘Fear Tl ool 1A 37TS 519 Jfaafaer 3w Afafad At e
1995 & gedl % °Td #1Xa1 aTel Uil o forw 9&e ferm arar — St sy araRes Rfdrewr &
ggol & &1 SATT SATdT 27|

The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) contested the claim, leading
to the revocation of the patent.

denfa 3R sl srpauTeT afwe (CSIR) & 5 a1 1 el &, forad 9T g
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o Likewise, the European Patent Office in 2000 revoked a patent granted to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture and W.R. Grace for neem-based antifungal
formulations, as the therapeutic use of neem was already part of Indian knowledge
systems.

38T g, R 9e FRTET & 2000 # AR FTY Famr 3 W.R. Grace #1 ew 71w
oA1er M TErharer BlefaRreT & 9T Y Tg Y ferr, Fifen afier &1 sitwefir 3wer ugol
O & Rl IRa R w1 e |

e To prevent such cases in the future, one could start by expanding the Traditional
Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) to include wider traditional grassroots
expressions.

HTIST F TH ATHAT T T o [olv IRIRS AT BfiSee agadl (TKDL) &1 TaedR fohar sir
HohdT g, dlfch 3TH FTHNAT FAT T IRIRS fAATFIAT ! 37 enfder forar o7 Tk |

e Making a ‘searchable database’ would allow brands to conduct due diligence and
searches to identify right holder communities for collaboration.

T ‘@ISl A9 3TET F1 A 9159 H1 3R o7 3R @ w3 7 Ace Ferh afr g
HAFR U FAGTAT FT TgETeT FX 3oTch AT WEAWT T Heb |
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AS GST turns 8, tax
experts call for fuel
mclusmn fewer rates

'l‘hough the (,bl law has provision to include fuel, it requires the approval
of the GST Council comprising the Union and State Finance Ministers

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

s the Goods and
A Services Tax (GST)
completes  eight

years of implementation
on July 1, tax experts ack-
nowledge its successes but
say a lot more work needs
to be done in terms of sim-
plification and rationalisa-
tion of rates. Among the
big reforms suggested are
the inclusion of fuel in the
GST regime, the reduction
in the number of tax slabs,
and streamlining audits
and investigations.

Tax experts acknow-
ledge that GST is much
simpler than the previous
regime where the sale of
the same item could be
taxed differently in each
State. However, they also
point out that it is time for
the next phase of reforms
in the indirect tax system.

“The next phase, GST
2.0, must focus on four
priorities: expanding the
tax base by bringing in sec-
tors like petroleum and
electricity, rationalising
the GST rate structure, mi-
nimising input tax credit
restrictions, and streamlin-
ing audits and investiga-
tions,” Bipin Sapra, Partn-
er and Indirect Tax Policy
Leader at EY India said.

A report by PwC, too,
has recommended that pe-
trol, diesel, natural gas and
other petroleum products
should be included in GST.

Time to revisit

Tax experts acknowledge
that GST is much simpler
now, but it is time for the
next phase of reforms in

the indirect tax system

® Call to expand tax
base, rationalise
GST rate structure,
minimise ITC
restrictions, and
streamline audits

® Essential for
government to
address procedural
challenges and high
value litigations on
minor issues

® |n the absence of
an appellate tribunal
there is opportunity
to revisit the

dispute resolution
framework

Currently, the GST law has
a provision for the inclu-
sion of these items, but it
requires the GST Council —
comprising the Union and
State Finance Ministers —
to approve the decision to
include them.

“Excluding these pro-
ducts, which make up a
large part of costs for in-
dustries such as oil and
gas, transport and logis-
tics, has resulted in signifi-
cant tax cascading and has
caused cash flow problems
for businesses,” the PwC
report noted.

The other issue, accord-
ing to Karthik Mani, Partn-
er - Indirect Tax at BDO In-
dia, is the procedural
hassles that come with
GST.

“While the Government
has initiated steps to sim-
plify the law by rationalis-
ing the tax slabs and auto-
mating the compliance
system, it would be essen-
tial for the Government to
address the procedural

challenges and high value
litigations on minor issues
that are overshadowing the
efforts of the Govern-
ment,” Mr. Mani said.

The PwC report also
talks about how, given the
“substantial number of
cases currently pending,
exacerbated in part by the
absence of a GST Appellate
Tribunal (GSTAT), there is
an opportunity to revisit
and strengthen the dispute
resolution framework un-
der the GST law to enhance

efficiency and timely
redressal”.
The third broad sugges-

tion by the tax experts was
to reduce the number of
tax slabs under GST. Cur-
rently, there are five slabs —
0%, 5%, 12%, 18% and 28%
— not counting the special
rates of 0.25%, 1% and 3%,
on various kinds of gold,
silver, and diamonds. In
addition, the Centre im-
poses a GST Compensation
Cess on the items in the
28% slab.

As GST turns 8, tax
experts call for fuel
inclusion, fewer rates

GST & 8 Wl [ &led T
F faeal A Suer A
AR FTT 3 A+t
T Y AT Y

As the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) completes eight years of
implementation on July 1, tax
experts acknowledge its
successes but say a lot more
work needs to be done in terms
of simplification and
rationalisation of rates.

1 S[@T§ Y I¥G Td JGT W (GST) &

3T ¥ QU gl W HT v F
SHhT AR F TR fFAT
AfFeT FgT fF Frehor s e &

gfFasor & forw areht 3 o e

aTehT g

o Among the big reforms suggested
are the inclusion of fuel in the GST
regime, the reduction in the number

of tax slabs, and streamlining audits

and investigations.

THE GURT 7 §eT F GST H anfdrer
AT, FT AT Y TEIT FH AT, 3T
3itf3e 3R e @1 geaafeud s
enfaer §1

o Tax experts acknowledge that GST
is much simpler than the previous

regime where the sale of the same
item could be taxed differently in
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each State.
Y TR AT € o GST el sqawyr @ @1 31flw 7 & Sfgi veh & a&q 7 foshl @
& ST H 3AM-37T I I9TdT AT

o However, they also point out that it is time for the next phase of reforms in the indirect
tax system.

glelifeh, 3eTehT U & gl ¢ fob HTCAET HT TOTTEl H 31 AT °IOT F FURT T JHY 377
AT

GST 2.0 Reforms: EY India Expert View
GST 2.0 guR: EY sf3ar faeysr it v

¢ “The next phase, GST 2.0, must focus on four priorities:
“373Tel TAROT, GST 2.0, T IR NTATAFATIT W &1 a1 AR T:
o Expanding the tax base by bringing in sectors like petroleum and electricity
Feifarge 3T fRsrell SR &1 1 i T AT YR FT [ATAR FIAT
o Rationalising the GST rate structure
GST & HITT &1 JfFaaor
o Minimising input tax credit restrictions
$IYC 0 HiZT it HI HA HI=T
o **Streamlining audits and investigations”
3if3e 3R s wikanat #1 geaaftaa war
e — Bipin Sapra, Partner and Indirect Tax Policy Leader at EY India

— EY 3331 & #efieR 3R 319czet 3 At yoa fafte qur

Fuel Inclusion in GST: PwC Report
GST & $t anfAer 3 9T PwC Rale

e Areport by PwC has recommended that petrol, diesel, natural gas and other
petroleum products should be included in GST.

PwC &1 Tsh RIS o garma feam & 3 agier, Siorer, wifass 3t 3tk s deiforaer seumel
HI GST & enfAe fFar ST Anfew|

e Currently, the GST law has a provision for inclusion of these items, but it requires the
approval of the GST Council — comprising the Union and State Finance Ministers.

TTHT A GST lofel H FoT 3T T ATH A T TG g, Aot 38k T GST
aftwg $Y Ferdl STl & — fores &g 3 Tea & faa w5 81 &
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e “Excluding these products, which make up a large part of costs for industries such as
oil and gas, transport and logistics, has resulted in significant tax cascading and
has caused cash flow problems for businesses,” the PwC report noted.

“SoT UGl I STER Y& & it et 3R 3, aiaee 3ikk afofeeaa S 3ceT 6t amra 1

aa%w%,maﬁraﬂgﬁmsﬂ?%armaﬁrmr@ﬂag‘s%ﬁ PwC ROQYE & ahgT arT|

Procedural Hassles and Legal Delays

UFhATcA® TATATT I FTefeit o

o The other issue, according to Karthik Mani, Partner — Indirect Tax at BDO India, is the
procedural hassles that come with GST.

BDO 33T # 3157cgeT # & AR Fifels AT & IHTAR, GST & 3T WikATcHs
FHEITT Teh 31 Al o |

 “While the Government has initiated steps to simplify the law by rationalising the tax
slabs and automating the compliance system, it would be essential for the
Government to address the procedural challenges and high-value litigations on
minor issues,” Mr. Mani said.

“GrefiTeh TR o FT FAT F JRFAHIOT AR FTARH YOIl & HAAT S8 FeH 3010 &,
ifeheT TIHR T wiFaTeas otfaral AT B Fyeat w1 afa a3 areat i ot gorstrer
grem,” & AfOT o e

e The PwC report also talks about how, given the substantial number of cases
currently pending, exacerbated in part by the absence of a GST Appellate Tribunal
(GSTAT), there is an opportunity to revisit and strengthen the dispute resolution
framework.

PwC RaYE & I off g1 I & T adae & «fea #Aat i 99 w&ar, 31k GST ardiehr
FATITAHIOT (GSTAT) 1 IR-Alsreeft 1 ST gV farg FATTe o Y T & FAorqe Ft
& TERTHAT 2|

Need to Reduce Number of Tax Slabs
GST X Fold &1 HE&IAT HH Hla T ATITHdT

e The third broad suggestion by the tax experts was to reduce the number of tax slabs
under GST.

Y TARIY=AT & ERT 9@ GATd AT foh GST F dgd FT Fold Y H&AT FH HT 1T
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e Currently, there are five slabs — 0%, 5%, 12%, 18% and 28% — not counting the
special rates of 0.25%, 1% and 3% on various kinds of gold, silver, and diamonds.

TAATH H 91T FoAT & — 0%, 5%, 12%, 18% 3 28% — 3T 37aiTar AT, Iy AR EX )

0.25%, 1% 31X 3% &1 fad &% ey &

e In addition, the Centre imposes a GST Compensation Cess on the items in the 28%

slab.

$Hh 3T, e TR 28% Fold Y FEFHAT T GST HIMTAT 39T (Compensation
Cess) Tl &1

FTAs to drive
orders for

MMF textiles,
says Minister

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

The Free Trade Agree-
ments (FTAs) concluded by
India and the ones it is
working on will bring op-
portunities for the man-
made fibre (MMF) textile
sector, Union Minister of
State for Textiles Pabitra
Margherita said here.

Inaugurating an event
organised by the Confeder-
ation of Indian Textile In-
dustry (CITT), the Minister
said the FTAs with the U.S.
and the European Union
would bring in more or-
ders for MMF garments
once they are signed.

India had set an ambi
tious target to cross $100
billion exports. MMF and
its blends would be central
in this increase in exports.

FTAs to drive orders for MMF textiles, says
Minister

UHEIT § THUATE JEA1 & 35T A g geft, 7=
Fgl

The Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) concluded by India and the
ones it is working on will bring opportunities for the manmade
fibre (MMF) textile sector, Union Minister of State for Textiles
Pabitra Margherita said here.

HRT @RI T 71T 3T foreT X F1 7er 167 § W F{Fa AR wwsld
(FTA), #A1a fAfAT B3 (MMF) a7 819 & foT 3ra@T aeet, I8 a1d
FusT U #7A gfe=wr AEr S T8 FE

e Inaugurating an event organised by the Confederation of Indian Textile
Industry (CITI), the Minister said the FTAs with the U.S. and the
European Union would bring in more orders for MMF garments once
they are signed.

HRAT a7 31T IR (CITI) SaRT AT Teh HIRIHH T 3¢HTST
U HAT o gl foh 3rAReT 3R T §w F @ e 71T vwde § wavATh
aRe=t F 31 ST e, 59 2 gasila geaneiia & S|

e India had set an ambitious target to cross $100 billion exports.
3R o7 100 3 STAX T AATT A& IR Fed T Uh AgeaThiall aay
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« MMF and its blends would be central in this increase in exports.

= T e 3 werwaew 3 g it 1 e syfEe g
[IP growth slips to
9-month low of 1.2%

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Growth in industrial activi-
ty in India slumped to a 9-
month low of 1.2% in May
2025, with mining, elec-
tricity, primary goods, and
consumer goods sectors all
contracting and manufac-
turing growth slowing
sharply compared with le-
vels in May last year.

The Index of Industrial
Production (IIP), released
by the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Imple-
mentation on June 30,
showed the last time indus-
trial activity was lower
than in May 2025 was in
August 2024, when the In-
dex grew 0.1%.

“As expected, growth in
India’s industrial produc-
tion moderated to a 9-
month low of 1.2% in May,”
Rajani Sinha, chief econo-

Manufacturing sector saw
growth rate halving to 2.6%.

mist at CareEdge Ratings
said. “Slowdown in manu-
facturing growth along
with contraction in both
the mining and electricity
sectors dragged down the
overall IIP growth.”

The manufacturing sec-
tor saw its growth rate al-
most halving to 2.6% in
May compared with 5.1% a
year earlier.

lIP growth slips to 9-
month low of 1.2%

it carea
ga& (IIP) 9 AT &
gl dH TN 1.2% W

paer

Growth in industrial activity in
India slumped to a 9-month
low of 1.2% in May 2025, with
mining, electricity, primary
goods, and consumer goods
sectors all contracting and
manufacturing growth slowing
sharply compared with levels
in May last year.

HRA # il afafafw H
g5ftr 75 2025 F TTHT 9 FEAT &
gATH T 1.2% I 3T 78, S8l
SUs{ieFT aeq3it & & s v,
3 Rfawor 8 A gefar Reor
a¥ 7§ Y Jorert A qelt F =N

. The Index of Industrial
Production (lIP), released by the
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation on
June 30, showed the last time
industrial activity was lower than in
May 2025 was in August 2024,
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when the Index grew 0.1%.
30 [ I Wit 3R FRFA FHATTIIT AT IR R IteA T euresT ga=is
(IIP) & 3778, 7§ 2025 ¥ % 3t afafafer srerea 2024 Fgsr Hr s &, = 1P

haol 0.1% ST 2T|

o “As expected, growth in India’s industrial production moderated to a 9-month low of
1.2% in May,” said Rajani Sinha, chief economist at CareEdge Ratings.

“SIHT TATeTeT AT, 7S A HRA 1 AN ScdTee Jtr Tt 9 ARl & et 1.2% W
37 718, AT T 1 7T I w5l RBegr o Fa |

e “Slowdown in manufacturing growth along with contraction in both the mining and
electricity sectors dragged down the overall [IP growth.”

“fafertor arr dr efielt gefr & ArYr-ary wee ik faerelt aat # frae A @Har 1P gefar =t
i @ foram)”

e The manufacturing sector saw its growth rate almost halving to 2.6% in May
compared with 5.1% a year earlier.

fRafawTor 857 1 3gfr av 7S 7 TTat TATHT 2.6% IE TS, ST TH AT gl Ig 5.1% AN

Indian economy remains a key
driver of global growth: RBI report

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Despite an uncertain and
challenging global eco-
nomic backdrop, the In-
dian economy remains a
key driver of global

D N

=~

nign and there is greater
confidence in the durable
alignment of inflation with
the Reserve Bank’s target.
“The resilience of the
domestic financial system
is continuously improving,
bolstered by strong capital
buffers, low non-perform-

nies (NBFCs) augur well for
the economy,” he added.
As per the FSR, financial
conditions have eased,
supported by an accom-
modative monetary policy
and low volatility in the fi-
nancial markets, it said.
The strength of the corpo-

growth, underpinned by b .
sound macroeconomic h ing loans and robust profit-  rate balance sheets also
fundamentals and prudent ability,” he said. lent support to overall ma-

macroeconomic policies,
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) said in its half-yearly
publication, the Financial
Stability Report (FSR).
“Growth momentum is
buoyed by strong domestic
growth drivers, sound ma-
croeconomic fundamen-
tals and prudent policies,”
said Sanjay Malhotra, RBI
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Rising global public debtis a
matter of concern.

Governor in the foreword.

“Nonetheless, external
spillovers and weather-re-
lated events could pose
downside risks to growth.
The outlook for inflation,
on the other hand, is be-

“Results of stress tests
reaffirm the strength of the
banking and non-banking
sectors with capital levels
projected to remain well
above the regulatory mini-
mum even under adverse
shock scenarios. The
healthy balance sheets of
corporates, banks and
non-bank financial compa-

Contact Number : 9971932488
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croeconomic stability

Geopolitical conflicts,
capital outflows and reci-
procal tariff/trade slow-
down were the major near-
term risks to domestic fi-
nancial stability. “Rising
global public debt is a key
concern, especially in the
context of elevated uncer-
tainty,” it added.
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Indian economy remains a key driver of global growth: RBI
report

AT srdcgavar dRTH Jefdr 1 T Y@ I 91 §$ & RBI
Raré

Despite an uncertain and challenging global economic backdrop, the Indian
economy remains a key driver of global growth, underpinned by sound
macroeconomic fundamentals and prudent macroeconomic policies, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) said in its half-yearly publication, the Financial Stability
Report (FSR).

FfafRaa ik gatdqot dRas nfds aRgea & aasg, SR srdegasyr dRaw gefor
$1 T TG I Tl §$ &, S FAolq ca1deh TS YR eal AN T S
At o 3menRa 2, 3T SR Rerd d« (RBI) o 379+l s fadir ferar R (FSR)

# FeTl

e “Growth momentum is buoyed by strong domestic growth drivers, sound
macroeconomic fundamentals and prudent policies,” said Sanjay Malhotra, RBI
Governor in the foreword.

"faeTe Y A I AT O] IS FRAY, AT A F H deal 3N T Afot @
AL fAST W@T§," RBI & e WoIF AGGAT o JEATTAT H Hel|

o “Nonetheless, external spillovers and weather-related events could pose downside
risks to growth.

“gretifeh, aTeY Wt 3R Al @ 3 Tea? 9ot & AT AdrIcHs @ Yer X Fhch
gl

e The outlook for inflation, on the other hand, is benign and there is greater confidence
in the durable alignment of inflation with the Reserve Bank’s target.

gEdr 3, #gaS 1 A aregaer © 31X 38 RBI & @16 & 31167 R ae1e 3@ 7 samar
T few e B

e “The resilience of the domestic financial system is continuously improving, bolstered
by strong capital buffers, low non-performing loans and robust profitability,” he
said.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page97

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
Je LAS YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.Patrinticias.ian ONTA ° 9971 932488

“ee], fareir yorrelt iy REURET oRITaR JgaR 81 W 8, ol AeTee gt 3R, e vadiv 3K
AT ATHIGAT T TS ITed &,” Iegiet el

o “Results of stress tests reaffirm the strength of the banking and non-banking
sectors with capital levels projected to remain well above the regulatory minimum
even under adverse shock scenarios.

"R ¥ & qROmE Ig T1fed A ¥ o & 3t I3 e wrere € 3 Rt
TLAAH ¥ T Yol T el TG0 hT GHTST &, o7t 81 faradier aR et s A sten
T31"

e The healthy balance sheets of corporates, banks and non-bank financial
companies (NBFCs) augur well for the economy,” he added.

3giel Ig ot SitsT o #ivaRe, d% 3ikt dx-dfFer Rl safarat (NBFCs) &1 wafaa dofw
efte 3rdcgaeyr & foIT GFRIeH® Gahd ¢

o As per the FSR, financial conditions have eased, supported by an accommodative
monetary policy and low volatility in the financial markets, it said.

FSR & @R, faehr aRfeufarat 3 3R 3mer g5 &, 5 3ar #lfees afifar 3ik faehar
TSR F F37 HFEYTAT § THSA AT g |

o The strength of the corporate balance sheets also lent support to overall
macroeconomic stability.

FRURE doH efic H AT 7 o TFa1 gog 3T Rerar w1 @7+ ver= g

 Geopolitical conflicts, capital outflows and reciprocal tariff/trade slowdown were
the major near-term risks to domestic financial stability.

$-ISTatoreh Wey, gaft 1 afgaree, 3 ufcreelt yrewh/eamar #dY ey e Raar &
foe sfasa & yaga i@ &

o “Rising global public debt is a key concern, especially in the context of elevated
uncertainty,” it added.

“dRaF FraTTAF FOT FT a8 U Ageaqet FRar 7 vy §, v afeR dRew awle
H,” R o1 FeTl

Page98

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1. The Curious Marketer: Take a Big, Bold Idea and Back It
Consistently

ey Ao v w31, @t e & 3k 38 aerar
qAdT &

2. Russia’s Putin bets on patriotism to address growing
demographic crisis

T & YfdeT AT gFe ¥ e & v danfda w
g TAMIEE
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The curious marketer: Take a big,
bold idea and back it consistently

Cannes Lions 2025 captured the changes sweeping the ad world, even as it pitched forcefully for one constant factor; the rise of influencer-creators

as an unstoppable force came across loud and clear; the use and misuse of purpose by brands was hotly discussed

NEWS ANALYSIS

Harish Bhat

any a powerful
Mmarketing trend
came to the fore

at the Cannes Lions Festiv-
al of Creativity 2025. The
topic of artificial intelli-
gence and how best it can
be used by marketers
cropped up virtually eve-
rywhere. The rise of in-
fluencer-creators as an un-
stoppable force came
across loud and clear. The
use and misuse of purpose
by brands was hotly
discussed.

But the one overarching
theme I carried away is
that consistency in backing
a big brand idea always
scores over doing many lit-
tle things. David Lubars,
who won this year’s Lion of
St. Mark award for his life-
time of achievements in
advertising, was asked
whether big ideas matter
more than little ones in to-
day’s world. His answer:
Big ideas build brands.
What we need is lots of lit-
tle executions of a big idea,
to carry across all
touchpoints.

Time and repetition

In another insightful ses-
sion, Marc Pritchard, the
Chief Brand Officer at Proc-
ter & Gamble, put forward
five lessons in brand build-
ing. One of these was the
need to build memory with

—
Point of view: What we need is lots of little executions of a big idea, to carry across all touchpoints, said
David Lubars, winner of Lion of St. Mark award for lifetime of achievements in advertising. GETTYIMAGES

advertising. “It takes time
and repetition to build me-
mory,” he said. “Have the
discipline and courage to
be consistent with your
advertising.”

This is wise advice, par-
ticularly in today’s world of
fragmented media and Al,
with a perennial tempta-
tion to engage in “perfor-
mance marketing” through
short-term tactical cam-
paigns that target consum-
ers with a wide range of off-
ers, deals and clever
creatives. WARC, a global
authority on marketing ef-
fectiveness, has re-empha-
sised this by highlighting
how consistency delivers
more brand profits.

Sticking to a strong crea-
tive platform, and refresh-
ing it over time with multi-
ple creative approaches,

ee

It takes time and
repetition to build
memory. Have the
discipline and courage
to be consistent with
your advertising

MARC PRITCHARD,
Chief Brand Officer, Procter &
Gamble

embeds the brand deeply

in the minds and hearts of

consumers.

Two benchmark exam-
ples from Cannes Lions
2025 illustrate the benefits
of such consistency in mar-
keting. The brilliant “shot
on iPhone” campaign from
Apple and the endearing
‘Real Beauty’ platform
created by Dove. Both

these long-running cam-
paigns received the covet-
ed Grand Prix awards this
year.

The “shot on iPhone”
idea was launched way
back in 2015, primarily as
an out-ofhome (OOH)
campaign. It was remarka-
bly simple — billboards fea-
turing real photographs
shot on iPhones by real us-
ers. The photographs,
techniques and iPhone
models used have changed
many times since then, but
the campaign has re-
mained consistent in show-
casing the powerful iPhone
camera.

In sharp contrast to
competitors who focused
on megapixels and lenses,
this campaign showed us
what iPhone cameras
could actually do. It has

driven over 20 billion OOH
impressions. In 2025
alone, it drove over 40 mil-
lion visits to the iPhone
product page.

This single campaign,
with all its local adapta-
tions, has contributed sig-
nificantly to building affini-
ty and purchase
consideration for the
iPhone, leading to its spec-
tacular growth over the
past decade.

Enduring theme
Similarly, the ‘Real Beauty’
platform from Dove was
launched in 2004, based
on a finding that only 2% of
all women described them-
selves as beautiful. The
brand, therefore, deve-
loped its creative objective
— to help more women feel
more beautiful every day.
To do this, the brand deve-
loped a platform that
showcased radically diffe-
rent depictions of beauty,
and spoke about what real
beauty meant.

The campaign decided
to never use models in its
advertising. Instead, wo-
men are shown as their
true selves.

‘Real Beauty’ has seen
many different creative ex-
ecutions over the past 20
years, but the core theme
remains the same.

Dove, which had been
an ageing brand before the
launch of this campaign, is
today purchased by 37 per
cent of the world’s popula-
tion, according to Kantar.
The brand estimates that

the ‘Real Beauty’ campaign
has driven an incremental
revenue of $28 billion. Tru-
ly amazing.

In India, too, we have
seen some iconic brands
develop consistent market-
ing and advertising plat-
forms, though these have
been few and far between.
Tata Tea’s iconic ‘Jaago Re’
campaign was launched 15
years ago, and the brand
has since remained consis-

tent with this unique
platform.
This powerful cam-

paign, which has seen mul-
tiple executions, urges us
to develop our sense of civ-
ic responsibilities, even as
we enjoy our favourite cup
of tea.

Amul’s topical advertis-
ing, which presents the
brand’s interesting take on
current events, is yet
another example of consis-
tency in advertising. Other
Indian brands that have ex-
hibited such consistency
include Asian Paints and
Pidilite.

Consistency is not easy
to pursue in today’s world
of fragmented media and
short-term pressures. But
these examples show us
that the ongoing power of a
strong creative idea, re-
freshed imaginatively over
time, is perhaps the best
bet for building a strong
brand.

(Harish Bhat is an avid
marketer and bestselling
author. He was previously
the Brand Custodian at Tata
Sons)

The Curious Marketer: Take a Big, Bold Idea and Back It
Consistently

Cannes Lions 2025 captured the changes sweeping the ad world, even as it
pitched forcefully for one constant factor.

HIe dHH 2025 A FAATIA ST & 31T I§ SGATal i g2ATAT, AT & U TR dcq &Y
FRER &7 & g foham|
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The rise of influencer-creators as an unstoppable force came across loud and clear.

FTFAUEL-FFUCH F UF A UfFT & T H IHR I FUve T F fG@rar |

The use and misuse of purpose by brands was hotly discussed.

STSH EaNT 388 & SUANT AR GEIANT 0 et T g3 |

The one overarching theme is that consistency in backing a big brand idea always
scores over doing many little things.

U FET U I AT & U 93 973 AR Y oaR AU &, 3 B JATAT ol Joletl 3
3Tereh JeATe BIelm & |

David Lubars, winner of Lion of St. Mark award 2025, was asked whether big ideas
matter more than small ones.

3fas qad, Toieg 2025 # @I 36 A< ATF 4TS e, § g7 713 f #2193 e e
foart & 31fee A W@d 2

His answer: Big ideas build brands.

3oTehT 3X AT: 93 AR &7 Ta1a &

“What we need is lots of little executions of a big idea, to carry across all touchpoints.”
g TR b v 78 R 1 5 o il & AeH & R Hwd Rig ae agarn
e’

Time and Repetition

AT 3R GG

In another session, Marc Pritchard, Chief Brand Officer at Procter & Gamble, shared
five lessons in brand building.

Ush 3T 7 H, YideT U8 AFaol & ANE 718 A aT ATF =2 7 918 [Aor & o= 9@

e fhu|
One lesson was the need to build memory with advertising.

T Aaeh AT o faamaer & amegs & wfar faaAtor smaeas ¢
“It takes time and repetition to build memory,” he said.

3egiet het, “Ffar fsfor & fow aarr st gegfr 1 3maegedr g &1

“Have the discipline and courage to be consistent with your advertising.”

“Rraraer # fatar 91T w@e & fov srepemae 3w Wi

The Temptation of Performance Marketing

WRHIHT ATH T T ATHTOT
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o This is wise advice, especially in today’s fragmented media and Al-driven world.

T TeolTe faAs &9 & 31T T @i #fEar 3R AR gfaam 7 sgd 3uged 81

e There is a constant temptation to engage in performance marketing through short-
term tactical campaigns with offers, deals, and clever creatives.

GHRIT Ig TN TgT ¢ Toh TYHITeah WTelliceh FRATAT & STRT Faral, wiat 3R aqw
TAATCHF AT T GIRIHG HTH AT T ST

Consistency Delivers More Brand Profits

foaar @ 30+ Jis ar Aaar g

e WARC, a global authority on marketing effectiveness, has re-emphasised that
consistency delivers more brand profits.

WARC, St faqorer germasiierar o) dfas wiftiemor §, & SleaRT 3R e foh fAiarar @
3O iz amr Ut g B |

e Sticking to a strong creative platform, and refreshing it over time with multiple
creative approaches, embeds the brand deeply in consumer minds and hearts.

AT TIATCHS HT H 31T ATV IGAT 3R FAT-HAT R 38 Aot wwerrens adi=t &
AT HIAT, 1S T STNFATHT & AT IR BT A TRE A Jor2ar

Benchmark Examples from Cannes Lions 2025
FIe AR—IH 2025 F &Y 3TgeT 3gTeI0T

¢ Two benchmark examples from Cannes Lions 2025 illustrate the benefits of
consistency in marketing.

FIT AT 2025 & &F 3TEeT 3ETEI0T AThie T H AT & &1e i g2 g1

e The brilliant “Shot on iPhone” campaign from Apple and the endearing ‘Real Beauty’
platform created by Dove.

T I QATFGR “2ATe 3T AEWT” Fe 3R 39 canT AT ‘Raer sgr corewid|
e Both these long-running campaigns received the coveted Grand Prix awards in
2025.

A QA o FAT QI @ ARAEA HT 2025 F gfAfSad a7 o 3rarS g g3
Shot on iPhone Campaign (Apple)
"QITE 3T ATEHIT" FTRATT (ToTe)

e The “Shot on iPhone” idea was launched way back in 2015, primarily as an out-of-
home (OOH) campaign.
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“Qife 3HTeT HTEIT” T hT Q3T 2015 H 1 a1$ oY, FTT T F qMEF TR HFATT
(OOH) & ¥9 #|

It was remarkably simple — billboards featuring real photographs shot on iPhones by
real users.

g ATHATT 966 A AT — FAATIST Igel T ATl 3TAIThdTHAT carT FTEHT § i 1§
I FER Uefa 7 TS|

The photographs, techniques, and iPhone models used have changed many times,
but the campaign has remained consistent.

TEIN, doheileh, 31T ITEHIT ATST FS T dcol IV, AfeheT IFTAATT AT 577 T

In contrast to competitors who focused on megapixels and lenses, this campaign
showed what iPhone cameras could actually do.

519 wferggedY Faer Amfeae AR oW W A & W 2, TE HHRAT Jg e e fp
HTERI FIRT I & FIT FT THaT & |

It has driven over 20 billion OOH impressions, and in 2025 alone, it drove over 40
million visits to the iPhone product page.

e 319 doh 20 Afegsr & 31 OOH WA 3o fhT, 3iR haer 2025 7 40 AT &
mﬁﬁwaﬁqﬂr—rmﬁawgﬁl

This single campaign, with all its local adaptations, significantly contributed to building
affinity and purchase consideration for iPhone.

SH Tehel JTHATH &1, 301 FATART HTRAIIN & HIY, HTSHIT o T Faer faxor 3w
@lig AR & Agcaqut A |

It led to spectacular growth over the past decade.

58 AT g A TSHI I AAGR Jaf&r FATed Hr|

Real Beauty Platform (Dove)
Rearer s coewia (39)

The ‘Real Beauty’ platform was launched in 2004, based on a finding that only 2% of all
women described themselves as beautiful.

‘Rer ST celcthiar Y LRI 2004 g5 M, ST T 91T 1T foh Sharel 2% ARGATT & Yo
Y Fe Al Ui

The brand developed its creative objective — to help more women feel more beautiful
every day.

S8 & TWeAlcHeh 368 AuTRa frar — srftrs afyemait #r Qe srfas gex Agqw w3
# AgE T

To achieve this, the brand showcased radically different depictions of beauty and
addressed what real beauty meant.

Y 1A e & TIT §115 o Wi Y 3rerer-3rerer IraearRom3it A yeiia fomar 31T gamr f&
arEATaF Yol FAT gl ¢
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o The campaign decided to never use models, instead women are shown as their true
selves.

FTAITT H T AT 91T o ATSeT T YA 81 HAT STUam, Sios ATRATT FY 3T
e T F @ Sream|

o ‘Real Beauty’ has seen many creative executions over 20 years, but the core theme
remains the same.

‘Rarer sg& 1 20 ast A S TeeAs Fegfadl [Fell, Afhe e v 3rmer o v ST |

o Dove, an ageing brand before the campaign, is now purchased by 37% of the world’s
population, according to Kantar.

Ig AT & il ¥ Tgel 5 Ueh qgT oIS HIAT STIclT AT, AfeheT 379 58 gfaar v 37%
HTETEY SART GIET ST § (e & HTaR) |

e Dove estimates that the campaign has driven an incremental revenue of $28 billion.

S 1 ITAT & fob 50 31T o $28 fafaraer & srfafReaa 3mr scdeet H1 8

Indian Examples of Consistent Campaigns
R # AR AfRI= & 3grexor

¢ InlIndia, too, we have seen some iconic brands develop consistent marketing
platforms, though these are few and far between.

AR H, FS Tehhlcas s1st 1 o7 e Rrgorer ceewis s d e &, greife I sga 4
IR R E

¢ Tata Tea’s iconic ‘Jaago Re’ campaign was launched 15 years ago, and the brand
has remained consistent with it.

<TeT & 7 TRAEy S T 3TTHITT 15 ATeT Tget Y §37 27, 3R 5 A 99 & 38 faan
ST W B

o This powerful campaign, with multiple executions, urges us to develop our civic
responsibilities while enjoying tea.

Ig FHTATel AR, ForwT w8 weqgfoat W, g9 AR et S e &
RO &l g

o Amul’s topical advertising, which presents the brand’s take on current events, is
another example of consistency.

3HA T AR Ramaer, St 515 H aaaArT geansit w w7 g2 g, fAiatar &1 o 3k

30T ¢ |

e Other Indian brands that have shown such consistency include Asian Paints and
Pidilite.
enfaer g1
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Conclusion: The Value of Creative Consistency

frsd: TaetTeAs fAavar w1 qe7

e« Consistency is not easy to pursue in today’s world of fragmented media and short-
term pressures.

31rst & @it @3 3R Fa1 gay A gamal el glar # faRavar T T@ar AT TE

3

o But these examples show that the ongoing power of a strong creative idea,
refreshed imaginatively over time, is perhaps the best bet for building a strong
brand.

AfeheT I 3eTER0T 9T & foh U AT TeltedAs faar it gaq afFa, 58 gag-gag

Feqarelier ST & Tl T ST, Hevad: Aarge a5 faATor w1 e 3reaT adF 5

Russlas Putin bets on patriotism to address grovwng demographic crisis
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Russia’s Putin bets on patriotism to address growing
demographic crisis

& gfae seraifEaha gwe @ faves & fav qerearfda wape
AMIE e

Freshly married to a policeman, office manager Angelina Alexeyeva has been

motivated by President Vladimir Putin’s plea for Russians to have more children,

part of the Kremlin’s ultra-patriotic drive as its Ukraine offensive drags on.

gforaa#T & gTer Y 7 A1t Tt ATl FATerT Jatrd Totellar vaFaTar Ht Jsgafer
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seTfe# R qfaer & srftre seat & v 1 o1 arfier A WRa B €, A e & arfar-
aererard AT 1 fevwT § Srafd Toher I ot RT W@ L

Russia’s dwindling birth rate has been one of Mr. Putin’s main worries during his 25-year
rule. And with Moscow having sent hundreds of thousands of young men to the front in
Ukraine over the last three years, the demographic crisis has only worsened.

& T gedt STed & et & 25 N & et 7 IeTehr ey RIant 7 @ v @ g1 3R
ol dlieT ant 7 AREhY GaRT oITGT Jaehl T Gghel T SIS H HoTel T T§ AT TEIHIT Hehe
A 811 T8 TR B

The Kremlin chief casts Russia’s shrinking population as a matter of national survival
and has rolled out a raft of pro-family policies and rhetoric to try to solve the challenge.

shATIeT ST & hT Tl HTSTET T TSEI 31TEcied &l Heal aTd @ 3R 58 Foildl &
et & faT w3 aRaRe a@ds Afaar 3R g3 SRy feu &1

“It's extinction,” Mr. Putin warned in a government meeting in December, urging
Russians to do their patriotic duty and have larger families.

"I Tt 8" it & fedaT & ek aeanill doeh 3 Adrash &, 31 ®f{AT & 31911 erstered
Facy fHe 3R 93 IRAR I At 31m9rg foram|

The message resonated with Ms. Alexeyeva, who plans to start a family with her new
husband. “We now value our country more, our nation, we are more patriotic than
before,” the 34-year-old said. “| want at least three children.”

Ig HERM ToleRATaT o Fel 1 P 1T, 511 379 AT el o Wi TRAN Y& et Y Alefat Sl
T &1 34 T & FgT, "3 §H 379a 22T, 39T TS T 318 Agca ¢ &, Igo ¥ 31
e 81 # A @ A el S =gl 1"

Russia’s birth rate was officially 1.41 per woman in 2023 — far below the 2.1 that
demographers say is necessary for a stable population.

T &1 SoH ¥ 2023 7 3ivaRes &7 @ ufa Afger 1.41 26 — S 2.1 &r 3ma7s 2R

SAAHEAT &I Y HTH HA g
Some experts warn it will only get worse.
T TRl &l Actraeh ¢ foh 75 feafer 3 off @re gt

“The number of Russians of reproductive age will fall by 40% from 2010 to 2030,”
independent demographer Alexei Raksha, branded a “foreign agent” in Russia, said.

T AATTEIRIY TaATH iR 6T, Dieg &0 # "fagelt voie” R fear = g, ¥ e,
"2010 & 2030 & ST YoleieT AT MY & FIAAT T TEAT H 40% HT fTRTae 3mesfr)”

The number of births this year is set to be the lowest in at least 225 years, he added.
3egiel 3791 gl foh 5T a¥ SToAT T AT HF T Hd 225 TN H TIH FHH I drell o

The government’s Rosstat statistics service counts Russia’s official population at 145.6

million — including 2.5 million in Crimea, the Ukrainian peninsula annexed by Moscow in
2014.
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2014 # AN GART Fooll fHT AT Yerelt TS AT & 2.5 fATeraer Ser enfaer &1

e That could shrink by 15 million over the next 20 years, according to Rosstat’s own
pessimistic forecast, published last year.

UHEEE & Tad o [ARTRITETET YalegAe o 3fER, 319Tel 20 auit H g STaraear 15 AforeT
oI B el

o While birth rates are falling across the developed world, population decline is especially
visible in the world’s largest country.

gTaTeh faehiia gforar ¥ 5o aX PR W §, AftheT I8 ARae giar s se as qar s
Y F7 & Tose B

o Male life expectancy — long plagued by alcoholism — is particularly low in Russia, at
just 68.04 according to official data from 2023, 12 years less than for women.

Q&1 T STeeT TR, S o ToHg @ RIS T ot I FHIAT LT §, 2023 & TR
3iehst o TR &H H shaof 68.04 TN g, ST ATG3 & 12 a9 HA T

e But Mr. Raksha said the Kremlin’s Ukraine campaign has cut that even further,
estimating it now hovers “just above 66.”

Afehet T&TT 1 Fgetl & T AT & Fohet TR 7 3 3R M wA T G, 319 @
"Shael 66 U F HTAH" T IS B

e Russia does not reveal how many men have been killed fighting in Ukraine, but most
estimates put it well into the tens of thousands.

& g I8! acTell foh Yohol A ISTS H Fohclel T AR 7T 8, olfehol TR A 38 3
ol goR & WA B

e The BBC and the independent Russian outlet Mediazona have identified at least
1,11,387 soldiers killed since Moscow launched its offensive in February 2022.

ST AR FadT S Qi HTSATSAAT o BT 2022 F AT & gH T BT o 91G §

A A A 1,11,387 Afeent T Fog 1 ggar= I g
o Far from the front, widespread alcoholism — a leading killer of men — has for years
been plunging Russian demographics into the abyss.

el o Helel Y g, 19 AR T ofcT — SiT LN T Jo W FHg i HROT g — I8 & §F I
STIHEIT T IETS H eohel ET B

e Yelena Matveyeva, a 58-year-old cleaner, knows this all too well.
YT AIATAT, 58 THT ABTSHAT, S SEd TS J A gl

e Six months ago, her husband Yuri was found dead in his car, where he was drinking
alone. He was due to turn 60.

OF AL Tgel, 3oTah el I 31T HR F F 9T 1T, STET I 3hel NS O § & 9 60 I
% gleT arel |

e ‘I now realise that all this time, living with an alcoholic, | was simply living somebody
else’s life,” she said.
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3@l ohar, "mﬁsiumgaﬂ%saﬁaﬁwwgwa;wwa §trsi‘fq|+dq & ey
3R 1 SfraeT S @ o)

e« The widow decried alcoholism as “Russia’s historic national curse”.
=g TaUaT o QRIS ST ofd T "&F T Vgl ASerT 3TARmT” §arar|

o Galina, a 66-year-old retired dressmaker who refused to give her last name, said she
could also relate.

ITelleTT, 66 AN YaTioge coi, foleg el 3T JHTH ATH Tl & SoAehR fohdT, =1 gl foh a8
8 5809 3 TR & |

e “Most of my friends in their 60s are already widows,” she said.
3ol ohgT, "B 31TeTer 60 T 357 Fr Tforar 39 AYyar g 1"

e She backed Mr. Putin’s efforts. “We need to have more babies so we don’t die out. My
youngest daughter has already given birth to seven children,” she said proudly.

IogieY qfcleT & STt b1 T R g 31T = daT et IR arfe & e o @Y
ST | A T BIET 9 Igel & HIel Tl &l SIed & bl §," Seied a1 H g |

e Generous benefits
3ER AT ANSTATE

o Authorities have long offered a range of economic benefits to incite Russians to grow

their families. One of the latest measures — $1,200 to schoolgirls who give birth —
caused uproar among feminist groups.

THR e AT T ST 1 IRAR Te & ToIT s 31 ooy & WY &1 &1t ' Teh Arotalr
— ol I oIS ehdil &l a7 & Sled IX $1,200 Sel T Arolell — & ARTaTEr Wl # A7

3cTeoT TR
e Generous maternity allowances and housing subsidies for large families account for an

extra 2.5 million births since 2007, Mr. Raksha estimated. But the core problem remains.

& & 31T & AR, 3ER Alded ¥ AR 93 IRaRT & foIv 3mare afeqsr & Hror
2007@3@%25%3@%&?31@@@ aﬁmmwmaﬁﬁrg%l

o Authorities have also floated tightening abortlon laws, despite experts saying thls does
not boost birth rates, and Putin last year signed a law banning “child-free propaganda”.

TR o AT Flefll ! Tl et BT TEAT HT T@T §, FTelifeh TIRATAT ohl gl & o
SO SToH &I A8l a6, A e o et Aol "aTges-5hl TaR" 0 Ficeer SaTlel arell
hlefe AT fehaT|

e The Russian leader — who never talks openly about his own personal life — has long

promoted what he calls “traditional family values” and the ideal of a Russian family
consisting of a mother, father and many children.

&Y T — i et off 319t TASh Shaet & TR H Gora &1 o181 il — ofd AT &
ARUR IRETRe Hedl 3R Ueh T TRAR i RO &l SerdT & 30 § s A,
rar 3R #3 s g €1
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o That campaign has intensified during the military offensive on Ukraine.
g HTAATT GoheT T A JTHAVT & GNIeT 3 31T ofier g1 I g

¢« While the idea is catching on with some Russians — such as Ms. Alexeyeva — it
remains to be seen if it can buck the decades-long trend of falling birth rates.

glelifeh %o FAAT — SIN & Gl Tolerduar — & Ig faaR SO gl TeT &, Afehet Ig @
TRt § T3 T I eIkl | el 3T W STe A &Y 7 RRrae & 9gft &l gefe dohelT &
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