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3. Israel’s Attack on Evin Prison in Tehran
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Reservation chart set to be prepared

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

To remove uncertainty for
waitlisted passengers, the
Railway Board has pro-
posed preparing the reser-
vation chart eight hours
before the departure of a
train, officials from the In-
dian Railways said on
Sunday.

“However, for trains de-
parting before 1400 hours
(2 p.m.), the chart will be
prepared the previous day
at 2100 hours (9 p.m.),” a
senior official from the
Railway Ministry said. Cur-
rently, the chart is pre-
pared four hours prior to
the departure of a train.

Railway Minister Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw has agreed
with this proposal and di-
rected the Board to start
implementing this in phas-
es so that there is no dis-
ruption. “This move will
reduce uncertainties for
passengers with waitlist

Performance boost: The new passenger reservation system will let
over 1.5 lakh bookings per minute, says an official. ANIL KUMAR SASTRY

tickets. The passengers will
get the first update on wait-
list status well in advance,”
the official said.

“It will benefit passen-
gers travelling from remote
locations or suburbs of ma-
jor cities for catching long
distance trains. It will also
provide more time to make
alternative arrangements
in case the ticket is not con-
firmed,” the official added.

Mr. Vaishnaw also re-
viewed the progress of re-

forms to revamp the Pas-
senger Reservation System
from the point of view of
making the end-to-end tra-
vel experience passenger-
centric. He emphasised
that the ticketing system
should be smart, transpa-
rent, accessible, and effi-
cient. Officials said a mod-
ern Passenger Reservation
System (PRS) is slated to be
ready by December.

Mr. Vaishnaw reviewed
the upgrading process of

the PRS, which is being ex-
ecuted by the Centre for
Railway Information Sys-
tems (CRIS).

1.5 lakh tickets a minute
The new upgraded PRS de-
sign is “agile, flexible, and
scalable” to handle 10
times the current load.
“The new PRS will allow
over 1.5 lakh ticket book-
ings per minute. This will
be an increase of roughly
five times from 32,000 tick-
ets per minute in the cur-
rent PRS,” the official
added.

The ticket enquiry ca-
pacity will rise from 4 lakh
to over 40 lakh a minute.
“The new PRS has a multi-
lingual and user-friendly
booking and enquiry inter-
face. Users will be able to
submit their choice of seat
and see the fare calendar.
It also has integrated facili-
ties for Divyangjan, stu-
dents, patients, etc.,” the
official said.

The reservation chart is set to be prepared 8 hours prior to
the departure of train
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To remove uncertainty for waitlisted passengers, the Railway Board has
proposed preparing the reservation chart eight hours before the departure of a
train, officials from the Indian Railways said on Sunday.

HRART Yo & HTAFIRAT F WAaR =t Faram fa afeer Ft arer iy i sfafReaaar g
A & fAT Tad 91 A S & YTUIT | TS U Igo IRETOT 1€ AR FI1 HT 9Td19 @7
gl

o “However, for trains departing before 1400 hours (2 p.m.), the chart will be prepared the
previous day at 2100 hours (9 p.m.),” a senior official from the Railway Ministry said.

T HATT & Tah AR TIFRT o Fgl for “gTelifoh, al98T 2 9t (1400 &) { Ygol I@TAT
gl aTell ¢ail & foIT I1¢ v T gge T 9 9 (2100 €) IR fohvar Sreem|”

e Currently, the chart is prepared four hours prior to the departure of a train.

TAATT H ¢l & YT ¥ IR e g IIC dIR [T ST 8

« Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has agreed with this proposal and directed the
Board to start implementing this in phases so that there is no disruption.

Yo 7t 3R dwura 5T 3 YEATT B A & & 3R ANE Y S8 AOTEEY &I Y AL HIA Hl
fder e § arfer 1S AT A 8l

e “This move will reduce uncertainties for passengers with waitlist tickets. The
passengers will get the first update on waitlist status well in advance,” the official said.

TSR o Fgl, “Tg FheH afedr fewe arel TFAT HT AAfARTTan3it FF F HEW| AT Hr
afear RRufa $r ygelt Frwr) ggar @ & e sTwefh|”

o ‘It will benefit passengers travelling from remote locations or suburbs of major cities
for catching long distance trains. It will also provide more time to make alternative
arrangements in case the ticket is not confirmed,” the official added.

HTRADRY o 3T HET, “TE 31 ATTIAT T AT ST ST GIGITSN FATHT AT HETTIRT & FYTIRT 4
et gt Y & TS T | § | A e Fohat AT 81T &, ol 3o [Ahed demee & fow
sfre &g e’

e Mr. Vaishnaw also reviewed the progress of reforms to revamp the Passenger
Reservation System from the point of view of making the end-to-end travel
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experience passenger-centric.
A dS0Tq & AT & fT AT AT T3 Y g A @ T AT HIRETOT JOITel & PR
1At Fr garfar T e o F|

He emphasised that the ticketing system should be smart, transparent, accessible,
and efficient.

3egiel SR o o R fEar yomrelt a0t Tare, ureeft, gersr 31k Ferer s=ram S =R 0l

Officials said a modern Passenger Reservation System (PRS) is slated to be ready by
December.

AT o e o Teh 3myforas A= 3mator yorrelt (PRS) fewaR oo TR &1 Sreet|

Mr. Vaishnaw reviewed the upgrading process of the PRS, which is being executed by
the Centre for Railway Information Systems (CRIS).

At IS0TF o T FAAT YOIl &g (CRIS) EIRT 6T 51T @ PRS & 3e1dsT F13 &7 o gatat
Fr|

1.5 lakh tickets a minute

gfer frete 1.5 o feave gfher aterar

The new upgraded PRS design is “agile, flexible, and scalable” to handle 10 times
the current load.

T o1 PRS f3airget "ae, arelier 3R FFoaa™ §, St AlSEr oS 7 10 I HeATeT HeheTl
gl

“The new PRS will allow over 1.5 lakh ticket bookings per minute. This will be an
increase of roughly five times from 32,000 tickets per minute in the current PRS,” the
official added.

ARy & e, ‘a1 PRS wfdl fAsTe 1.5 ame Reave gt &1 srsgafar 4am| 75 Aiser PRS
T 32,000 fee gfe AeTe &THcT @ SIaTs1aT 5 I[AT Fefer gran |”

The ticket enquiry capacity will rise from 4 lakh to over 40 lakh a minute.
fehe qodrs atadr 4 wr@ gfa Aere @ sght 40 ar@ gfar ffere g smeet

“The new PRS has a multilingual and user-friendly booking and enquiry interface.
Users will be able to submit their choice of seat and see the fare calendar.

SRR &1 e, AT PRS # qgeimdt 3R Sualerehal-3refeer gisher 3R ToaTs $eXhd 81|
3UTNITeRT 3T HIE hY THG STHAT T Hehal IR FHIRAT Frelzw 2@ wehel |”

It also has integrated facilities for Divyangjan, students, patients, etc.,” the official
said.

TR F gt o swe Reamrsr, sml, #8ET 3nfe & fov o whga gl gien|
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Whites on greens

Wimbledon might be Djokovic’s best
chance for a 25th Slam

ennis loves its traditions, and The Cham-
T pionships at Wimbledon more so. In the
recent past though, the sport’s most pres-
tigious Major has progressively cut out many of
its famed anachronisms. The bespoke grass-court
seeding formula, the Middle Sunday holiday and
best-of-five set doubles matches have all been
done away with. Now, for the first time in the 148-
year history of the tournament, there will be no
line judges, and electronic calling will take effect
on all courts. Yet, when the first ball is struck on
Monday, there will be no dearth of the verdant
pomp and splendour. If anything, a less clustered
court, with its glazed green grass, may lead to a
better visual experience, and give the best
players, clothed in pristine white, a broader can-
vas to work their magic on. Chief among them
will be Jannik Sinner and Carlos Alcaraz, the
world’s top two men who have now established
an engaging rivalry reminiscent of the Roger Fe-
derer-Rafael Nadal duels. Alcaraz, in fact, is the
two-time defending champion at SW19 and has
won four of his last five tournaments, including
the Queen’s Club Championships. World No. 1
Sinner does not have similar grass pedigree, but
his first-ever Slam semifinal was at the All En-
gland Club in 2023, and he won the only meeting
with Alcaraz on grass, at Wimbledon 2022.
However, 24-time Major winner and seven-
time Wimbledon champion Novak Djokovic is
not to be discounted. The 38-year-old Serb is not
in Slam-winning shape but grass presents the
best chance. He finished runner-up in 2024 just
weeks after a knee operation and the last time he
exited Wimbledon before the final was in 2017.
Among women, No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka, despite
the bitter French Open final loss to Coco Gauff,
remains the player to beat and there is no reason
why her power-packed game cannot triumph in
southwest London. But the last eight editions
have seen eight different victors, pointing to an
open field. For Gauff and five-time Major cham-
pion Iga Swiatek, Wimbledon has been the least
rewarding Slam and they will be hoping to crack
the code. American Gauff has not gone past the
fourth round while Swiatek’s best showing is
quarterfinals. Defending champion Barbora Krej-
cikova, 2024 runner-up Jasmine Paolini and 2022
winner Elena Rybakina are among the other not-
able names. The Indian presence will again be li-
mited to doubles with Rohan Bopanna, Yuki
Bhambri, Sriram Balaji and Rithvik Bollipalli
competing. As the country’s tennis remains stuck
in a vicious cycle of a shrinking talent pool, admi-
nistrative apathy and endless litigation, it will be
up to these players to keep the flag flying.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Whites on greens

Tennis loves its traditions, and The Championships at
Wimbledon more so.

tﬁvﬁmﬁﬂwﬁagaﬁw%,sﬁrﬁﬁmﬂﬁmﬁvaﬁﬁww
T A

. In the recent past though, the sport’s most prestigious Major has
progressively cut out many of its famed anachronisms.

glel & avl 7 50 Ffaffsd AR AT o 370el S YT TR -
TATCT AT R
. The bespoke grass-court seeding formula, the Middle Sunday

holiday, and best-of-five set doubles matches have all been done
away with.

T 3 Fare frehy T wieem, fder w8 A gedt, 3k o de amer

Tl AT 379 FATCT F G T |
. Now, for the first time in the 148-year history of the tournament,

there will be no line judges, and electronic calling will take effect on
all courts.

319, TATAC & 148 st & sfaera # gel IR, WS STt o161 giat 3 |aft
FIEH T FAFCIAS BT 13 1IN |

. Yet, when the first ball is struck on Monday, there will be no
dearth of the verdant pomp and splendour.

Y &Y, ST WIFHAR T Ggall AT Well ST, df & AreT ¥ segar 3
QNST T IS T AL @M

. If anything, a less clustered court, with its glazed green grass,
may lead to a better visual experience, and give the best players,
clothed in pristine white, a broader canvas to work their magic on.

THAFGR g U dTel & #NSITS dTel I A TR GRT AT AT Fehell
g, 3R Tthg H93 dg=t 2N f&enf3at & 319el wemrl feame & forw wea
faeqa #= M|

. Chief among them will be Jannik Sinner and Carlos Alcaraz, the
world’s top two men who have now established an engaging rivalry

reminiscent of the Roger Federer—Rafael Nadal duels.
ST WoE g1 i fHat 3R srefa sretrer, St gierdn & o &Y gow f@emsh § 3l
TSrerehr ufag@gfaar 31e $EW-AsTer I ST 1 ATe feelreh &
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e Alcaraz, in fact, is the two-time defending champion at SW19 and has won four of
his last five tournaments, including the Queen’s Club Championships.

arEad H edrst SW19 7 &Y aR & BHRET IRye § 31k 35 Rod da A Far
gaie, (e Fdliew Faa ARg=rfT o anfAer §, Sha g1
o World No. 1 Sinner does not have similar grass pedigree, but his first-ever Slam

semifinal was at the All England Club in 2023, and he won the only meeting with
Alcaraz on grass, at Wimbledon 2022.

freT AaT 1 RAaR & o TAT U FIE HAHT 7 €, oAfohed 3eTohT Tgell I3 Folot AHiprgerer
2023 # 3iTeT §7els Fora A g3 AT 3R 3ogle) TSt 2022 F 3ehTST HI TR HIE T &4
|

e However, 24-time Major winner and seven-time Wimbledon champion Novak
Djokovic is not to be discounted.

gTelifh, 24 IR & AR Rotar 3R A9 aR & Raes AR g SwifaT F FeRsienst
STeT foRaT ST HehdT|

e The 38-year-old Serb is not in Slam-winning shape but grass presents the best
chance.

38 affy I fAaTE 59 T Tolor Sasr i Rufy & 781§, AfFa arw FIE 357 fow gad
e AlFT

e He finished runner-up in 2024 just weeks after a knee operation and the last time he
exited Wimbledon before the final was in 2017.

3egiel 2024 H gea A TRl & Fo & gl d1e; SUTASAAT TEeh a1 A 3R Raersa &
FISAST ¥ Ugel 916 gleT T UGl HIhT 2017 F 2T

¢ Among women, No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka, despite the bitter French Open final loss to
Coco Gauff, remains the player to beat and there is no reason why her power-packed
game cannot triumph in southwest London.

AT I A, 9T 1 AT AaTelaT, 3 &) Soaier T 39T FISAel H HIP! AH & FIdT R
S¥ell &1, fOhT 41T I & aell FReITSl St €5 & 31 3o7h rferaeielt Wer < gfavor aRes siee
H Siictel shr g HATET B

o But the last eight editions have seen eight different victors, pointing to an open field.
et RS IS T 7 TS eTer-3rerer AT @ 8, ST Ueh Gell Fhraer g 8 |

¢ For Gauff and five-time Major champion Iga Swiatek, Wimbledon has been the least
rewarding Slam and they will be hoping to crack the code.

A 3R 9T IR A AT AT 3971 Taard+ & AT JAaas 319 I G99 F7 FolegdF
Tl 38T & 3R 3 597 aR aiE Awraa & 35 7 gief

o American Gauff has not gone past the fourth round while Swiatek’s best showing is
quarterfinals.

IARGEY AT el D 733 @ 3 A T TS B S Faaraw i qed et ek
FATEY BB &1 8
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o Defending champion Barbora Krejcikova, 2024 runner-up Jasmine Paolini, and
2022 winner Elena Rybakina are among the other notable names.

BT AR s FaRear, 2024 safdsrar A i, 3R 2022 faSar waar
Rarfera 3= wag@ st & enfaer 8

e The Indian presence will again be limited to doubles with Rohan Bopanna, Yuki
Bhambri, Sriram Balaji and Rithvik Bollipalli competing.

AR $TafiaRY U IR RFY el saew a AfAa el forae Wget aidear, gt sady,
AT arersht 3R Ffeaw iferdee o 9|

e As the country’s tennis remains stuck in a vicious cycle of a shrinking talent pool,
administrative apathy and endless litigation, it will be up to these players to keep the
flag flying.

crer anT v 3rafy oft wfcvem o wreclt W, wemafae serierar 3R sreTaRa AHeHAT &

gea% # BT ¢, 0 H 3o [@onfsat o &1 & Y wfasst same w@s H fSFdery gl

Visual question:
Whose statues are these and why are they in The Championships’ record books?
GETTY IMAGES
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At least 71 people kﬂled in Israel’s attack
on Tehran’s notorious Evin prison: Iran

PCS

DUBAI

At least 71 people were
killed in Israel’s attack on
Tehran’s Evin prison, a no-
torious facility where ma-
ny political prisoners and
dissidents have been held,
Iran’s judiciary said on
Sunday.

Judiciary spokesperson
Asghar Jahangir posted on
the office’s official Mizan
news agency website that

those killed on Monday in-
cluded staff, soldiers, pri-
soners and members of
visiting families. It was not
possible to independently
verify the claim.

The June 23 attack, the
day before the ceasefire
between Israel and Iran
took hold, hit several pri-
son buildings and prompt-
ed concerns from rights
groups about the safety of
the inmates.

It remains unclear why

Israel targeted the prison,
but it came on a day when
the Defence Ministry said it
was attacking “regime tar-
gets and government re-
pression bodies in the
heart of Tehran.”

Multiple facilities hit

Mr. Jahangir did not break
down the casualty figures
but said the attack had hit
the prison’s infirmary, en-
gineering building, judicial
affairs and visitation hall,

Israel’s Attack on Evin Prison in Tehran

eIl &Y TTAeT STl U SoIRISd &l gHdT

At least 71 people were killed in Israel’s attack on Tehran’s Evin prison, a
notorious facility where many political prisoners and dissidents have been held,
Iran’s judiciary said on Sunday.

faaR F $30T Y =T A Fa7 & QeI A ber T TAT AT W FoRBA F A
A FH T FH 71 AT AR AT, @1 F$ AT ifas Fd) 3R 3rwgaAfa @« are @ 7w )

where visiting family mem-
bers were among those
who had been killed and
injured.

On the day of the attack,
the New York-based Center
for Human Rights in Iran
criticised Israel for striking
the prison, seen as a sym-
bol of the Iranian regime’s
repression of any opposi-
tion, saying it violated the
principle of distinction
between civilian and mili-

tary targets.

e Judiciary spokesperson Asghar Jahangir posted on the Mizan news agency website
that those killed on Monday included staff, soldiers, prisoners and members of

visiting families.

SATIUT IehT & YaardT IHIR SRR o AT FAMER o) i dease W aiee Far &
WHAR FT AR 3T A9 F w=r, A, FE, 317 Ao 3 oRart & geT anfae 3

e |t was not possible to independently verify the claim.

$H gTd T FaaT T { Yo T G31a 78 AT

e The June 23 attack, the day before the ceasefire between Israel and Iran took hold, hit
several prison buildings and prompted concerns from rights groups about the safety

of the inmates.

23 ST 1 g, S 15 gormge AR & & g FerdRITs 3 ve foet vgel g3, A FE S
et T TR FoTrar I 3R HfAFR Tt o Hfeat Fr FRaw w1 i siars|
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e It remains unclear why Israel targeted the prison, but it came on a day when the
Defence Ministry said it was attacking “regime targets and government repression
bodies” in the heart of Tehran.

Wwaﬁ%%w#mﬁwmmm,aﬁmwmmgmmm
HATT & gl [ a8 AT & fSFmEl 3R TR AT T A" W g F g & gHer
FLET o

¢ Multiple facilities hit
+$ giyunat o gHen

e Mr. Jahangir did not break down the casualty figures but said the attack had hit the
prison’s infirmary, engineering building, judicial affairs and visitation hall, where
visiting family members were among those who had been killed and injured.

A g &Y gaTEd Y TEAT &7 sART 78T 8T, AfheT hgl foh gH oF el 1 JitweTer,
gehfarafier fafeser, =nfw e, 3k Farwra gfer &1 e s, ser e ame
W#Wmnﬁmaﬂtmgl

¢ On the day of the attack, the New York-based Center for Human Rights in Iran
criticised Israel for striking the prison, seen as a symbol of the Iranian regime’s
repression of any opposition, saying it violated the principle of distinction between
civilian and military targets.

g & ToeT, 7T [EUd §0 & AMAIOSR g o SIS I =T $HI fF 36T Sor
TR T TR, ToTd ST ATHeT garRT faver & et & Welle o &9 H 3@ 71T 8, 3N gl
fop o AR 3R A fowrat & dirr Aasma & Rguia F1 3eeraa gam|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Ahead of Census, States asked to lock boundary
changes before Dec. 31

STTOTAT & Tgol AT & FgT 147 fF F 31 e @ ugar
HATE Ieamal F AT TS
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2. India rejects Pakistan claim about attack in Waziristan

HRA o TAIREAT H HA B AT JIfhEdTe & RT
TRt fomar

3. People had won against Emergency, says Modi
ITATART & T&ATH SToTdl & Siid gifdrer $r, A F FgT

4. Monsoon covers entire country nine days ahead of
schedule

A 99 TAT @ A1 T Tge Q& & agan
5. Language of unity
TFHdT I HTNT
6. The forced sterilisations of Emergency
HTITARTA & GRTT FTale AHaq!
7. The Potemkin Mutiny: June 1905
qieAfha ere: ST 1905
8. Ugandan Leader Yoweri Museveni to Seek Re-election

2qariaT 3 oY 2N TN Rt F o Ty
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Ahead of Census, States asked to lock
boundary changes before Dec. 31

f=mmmmmmmeecmmmemmaaaaa--=

1GS Paper I: Census

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The Registrar-General of
India (RGI) has informed
the States that the first
phase of the Population
Census 2027 — House List-
ing and Housing Schedule
(HLO) — will tentatively be-
gin on April 1, 2026 and
preparations need to be
made accordingly.

The RGI has also in-
formed the States that the
administrative boundaries
will be frozen by Decem-
ber 31 and if any changes
are to be made to the limits
of police stations, tehsils,
and districts, it should be
done before the said date.

A senior government of-
ficial told The Hindu that
the dates and questions to
be asked in the first phase

Last call

Around 24 lakh enumeration
blocks finalised for the 2021
Census are likely to be used for
the 2027 count

m The Census can be
conducted only three months
after the freezing of boundary
limits of administrative units

B Houselisting Operation
to begin on April 1,2026,
while the population
count is set to begin on
February 1, 2027

® Any changes in the
existing boundaries must
be intimated by December
31,2025

® Boundaries of
administrative units are not
changed once enumeration
blocks are finalised

will be notified in the Ga-

zette later. Nearly 34 lakh
enumerators and supervi-
sors, mainly officials work-
ing with the State govern-
ments, and 1.3 lakh Census
functionaries are expected
to be deployed for the exer-

cise, which will be done
digitally for the first time.

Around 24 lakh enumer-
ation blocks (EB) finalised
for the 2021 Census are
likely to be used for the
2027 Census.

Each EB usually com-

prises 150-180 houses or
650-800 people.

The exercise covers all
States phase-wise and
usually follows the April-
September period, when
the enumerator assigns a
distinct number to each
house, building or public
space.

For Census 2021, which-
could not take off initially
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and will now be
known as Population Cen-
sus-2027, the notification
published on January 9,
2020 said that the first
phase will begin on April 1,
2020 and end on Septem-
ber 30 the same year. For
the 2021 Census, the
Centre had notified 31
questions for the first
phase related to household
details.

Ahead of Census, States asked to lock boundary changes

before Dec. 31

STAIOTAT & Ugeol UsAT H gl T fF 9 31 e & ygo @1ATS
ggaral P ARAFTTE
The Registrar-General of India (RGI) has informed the States that the first phase

of the Population Census 2027 — House Listing and Housing Schedule (HLO) —
will tentatively begin on April 1, 2026, and preparations need to be made

accordingly.

HRT & WAEER SToitel (RGI) A TAT Y G 3 § B Seteroram 2027 &1 9@l =or —
e-YEHOT 3R TaT et (HLO) — Wi 0 @ 1 3rdr 2026 { Y& &1 3R 50

AR T #r s wnfee
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¢ The RGI has also informed the States that the administrative boundaries will be
frozen by December 31 and if any changes are to be made to the limits of police
stations, tehsils, and districts, it should be done before the said date.

RGI a1 I & giad forar § o weraforss damsit # 31 Raew a& fPuw & i smeer sik
Ife grat, gediat 3k forat i St 7 F1S agara e g o 98 39 Ay ¥ g fFar
ST IR

* A senior government official told The Hindu that the dates and questions to be asked
in the first phase will be notified in the Gazette later.

Teh aRes FIHRY TAFH & & B ! T fo ggel TR0 7 & STl arer weat 3 Aty
Y STeThRY a1g A Tt 7 rfagfRre 1 Sreeh|

o Nearly 34 lakh enumerators and supervisors, mainly officials working with the

State governments, and 1.3 lakh Census functionaries are expected to be deployed
for the exercise, which will be done digitally for the first time.

SIITHAT 34 AT IVTATRAT AN THAeTH, S HEAT: Tod FIHRT & Foran gidn, 3K 1.3 o
STITOTSAT FHART 3T HI H oI S0, T ggell IR Bfoed & & fomar smoem|

e Around 24 lakh enumeration blocks (EB) finalised for the 2021 Census are likely to be
used for the 2027 Census.

2021 FY FAAIOTAT & T 3ifaa T T qF TRT 31T 9T 24 ARG I0TAT selieh (EB) HT
AT 2027 Y FAINOTAT & HT STeY T FHGT B

e Each EB usually comprises 150-180 houses or 650—-800 people.
Jde EB H AR 9T 150—180 B IT 650—800 AT AMTAT &It & |

o The exercise covers all States phase-wise and usually follows the April-September
period, when the enumerator assigns a distinct number to each house, building, or
public space.

I fshar @eft Tt # aRvTagy alid F A ST § 3R IR W 3rite & Rdew F e

H YA &, ST VTRl Yedeh B, $deT IT HIaoliaeh TU T Ueh fafIse §&AT 8T

e For Census 2021, which could not take off initially due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
will now be known as Population Census-2027, the notification published on
January 9, 2020, said that the first phase will begin on April 1, 2020 and end on
September 30 the same year.

STTTOTAT 2021, S HIfAS-19 HFTARY & HROT Y& 7Ll &1 Hehl 2 3R 379 S SFerar0TAT 2027
& &G H ST ST, o fIT 9 STeTa’dl 2020 FT FH1TRAT IATAT H g 1T AT fob SThT
Y& T =0T 1 38T 2020 F Y §1FT 30 FAAR T FaATTT g |

e Forthe 2021 Census, the Centre had notified 31 questions for the first phase related
to household details.

2021 Y AT F forw Fg o gger =T & faw 31 weaAt 1 fogfad foram a1 S afew
¥ wafr Rawo & 52 2
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India rejects
Pakistan claim
about attack
in Waziristan

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India has slammed Pakis-
tan for attempting to
blame it for a suicide attack
in the Waziristan area of
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province.

At least 13 security per-
sonnel were killed and 24
injured in the attack on
Saturday.

“We have seen an offi-
cial statement by the Pakis-
tan Army seeking to blame
India for the attack in Wazi-
ristan on June 28,” the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
(MEA) said on Saturday
night.

“We reject this state-
ment with the contempt it
deserves,” it added.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

India rejects Pakistan claim about attack in
Waziristan

R o TAINTATA & §Hl HI AHT TIfHEATT $
IR HY WIS fhar

India has slammed Pakistan for attempting to blame it for a
suicide attack in the Waziristan area of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.

W#mwmmaﬁﬁsmaﬁﬁmﬁmﬁg
HTHETAY §Ho & fAT $TRT FY et Sgtra A AT AT E, S R
TEdeEaT Iid 7 ua §

o At least 13 security personnel were Killed and 24 injured in the
attack on Saturday.

AIfTaR 1 §U ST e & A A el 13 GRaThiAal 1 7l g5 31X 24
U §U

o “We have seen an official statement by the Pakistan Army
seeking to blame India for the attack in Waziristan on June 28,” the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said on Saturday night.

faeer #FTE (MEA) o faar T &gl ‘7 4@ foh aifehediet der o
2sayﬁashﬁmmﬁ§amasﬁrumﬁmmﬁm
nfaFR® s9= S AT &1

o “We reject this statement with the contempt it deserves,” it added.

FHATSIT & 33T &g, “BH 58 a1 ) 8K TR & a1 @ier s &1
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People had won against
Emergency, says Modi

Those who imposed the measure had also intended to enslave the judiciary, says PM in his Mann

Ki Baat address; he highlights wider reach of government schemes, women-led development

iGS Paper I Regionalism !
\GS Paper IIl: S&T :
11e I sareau-------"

NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Sunday said those

who had imposed Emer-
gency not only murdered
the Constitution but also
intended to enslave the
judiciary.

During his Mann Ki Baat
address, the audio clips of
former Prime Ministers
Morarji Desai and Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, and former
Deputy Prime Minister Ba-
bu Jagjivan Ram, speaking
on the Emergency, were
played.

About Morarji Desai’s
remarks, Mr. Modi said:
“You can imagine what
that period was like! Those
who imposed Emergency
not only murdered our
Constitution, but also had
the intention to keep the
judiciary as their slave.
During this period, people
were tormented on a large
scale... [former Defence
Minister] George Fer-
nandes was tied with
chains,” he said.

However, people did not
accept any “compromise
with democracy”. “Finally,
the people at large won —

People had won against Emergency, says Modi

@

.

You can imagine
what that period was

like! Those who imposed
Emergency had the intention
" to keep the judiciary as their
slave. During this period,
people were tormented
_ onalarge scale

NARENDRA MODI
Prime Minister

the Emergency was lifted
and those who imposed
the Emergency were de-
feated,” he said.

The Emergency was im-
posed by the Congress go-
vernment under then
Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi on June 25, 1975. A
clip of Vajpayee calling the
defeat of the government
in the 1977 election a
“peaceful revolution” by
voters was played.

Noting that India had
now become a trachoma-
free country, the Prime Mi-
nister said the achieve-
ment was recognised by
the World Health
Organization.

Quoting an Internation-
al Labour Organization re-
port, Mr. Modi said over
64% of the population

(about 95 crore) was get-
ting the benefit of at least
one  social  security
scheme, while till 2015, go-
vernment schemes
reached less than 25 crore.
Mr. Modi also spoke about
the “International Yoga
Day” events organised in
different parts of the coun-
try and overseas.

On pilgrimages, he stat-
ed that they were means of
disciplining the body and
purifying the mind, mutual
love and brotherhood, and
connecting with God.

“After a long time, the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra
has had an auspicious re-
start... Kailash is consi-
dered the centre of faith
and devotion in every tra-
dition, be it Hindu, Budd-
hist or Jain,” he said.

On the progress made in
the Bodo Territorial Area
of Assam, Mr. Modi said
the Bodoland CEM Cup
was being organised as a
celebration of unity and
hope.

Among the participants
were about 70,000
players, including a large
number of girls.

Referring to the diversi-
ty of arts, crafts, and skills
in the country, he cited the
example of Eri Silk of
Meghalaya, calling it “a
perfect product for the glo-
bal market” which got the
Geographical Indication
(G) tag recently.

He spoke about women-
led development, quoting
the example of Bhadracha-
lam of Telangana, where
women earlier working as
labourers were now mak-
ing biscuits from millets.

“At this moment, eve-
ryone’s eyes are also on the
International Space Sta-
tion. India has scripted
new history. Yesterday I al-
so spoke to Group Captain
Shubhanshu Shukla,” he
said, adding that on July 1,
two key pillars of society —
doctors and chartered ac-
countants — would be ho-
noured.

ATYTAHTT & TEATH STAdT o S gTfaer T, A A HgT
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday said those who had imposed
Emergency not only murdered the Constitution but also intended to enslave the
judiciary.

TUTAHS A%g AT o WAAR F HgT 6 Siegiet IdTITTHT FIAT AT, 37giet o Hael AiAETeT
Y AT Y afed FATAIITAHT Y IATH o1 1 $ft 37T @

e During his Mann Ki Baat address, the audio clips of former Prime Ministers Morarji
Desai and Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and former Deputy PM Babu Jagjivan Ram, speaking
on Emergency, were played.

39 AT FY T FREFH & GRIeT, IF TUHAATIAT ARRS 3078, 3ree ey arord=h 3k qg
39 FHUIHAT ST STarsiae T & ArTasHier 9T & 70 garqeal Hr AifEar fFaq o 75

e About Morarji Desai’'s remarks, Mr. Modi said: “You can imagine what that period was
like! Those who imposed the Emergency not only murdered our Constitution, but also
had the intention to keep the judiciary as their slave.”

ARRSY ATS Fr Feequfy o AIEY 7 FeT: “31T Fodal I Thd ¢ 1o ag THT HaT AT!
TSieglet TATThTer AT, 37glet o Shael AR HIAUTET I §AT I SToch ATIUITART HY ITATH
eTeY T 81 STeT AT

o “During this period, people were tormented on a large scale... [former Defence Minister]
George Fernandes was tied with chains,” he said.

‘5 ERTeT STt T 95 JATeY IR 3TeATER SioiedT T3T.... [qF &7 FAY] SAiof BAlfSH &l ARt 8
ST I1T,” 31T heT|

e However, people did not accept any “compromise with democracy”. “Finally, the people
at large won — the Emergency was lifted and those who imposed the Emergency were
defeated,” he said.

Afhet, SToTdT of Ahdo W I FHASA AT TSR 18T fhaT| “a@wwm@rsh?rgé—
HTYTARTS &eT 8T I 31X Segisr 3T AT AT, 3¢ &1 I14T,” 3oaie gl

o The Emergency was imposed by the Congress government under then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi on June 25, 1975.

HTITAHTE Y 25 [T 1975 T Achiolel TUTAHAT ST I & Acca aTell FAH TIHR o1
CICEERIEI
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o Aclip of Vajpayee calling the defeat of the government in the 1977 election a
“peaceful revolution” by voters was played.

TS} T Ueh Tl <elTg 375 Toreat 3ogiet 1977 & Tol1d H WIHR HT R Al AT
GaRT e “erifaut wifa” aarr|

¢ Noting that India had now become trachoma-free, the PM said the achievement was
recognised by the World Health Organization.

37giet gl foh TR 3T SRIAT-HF ST YohT ¢, 3R 5H 3cliswr I faea Fareey Harse
CaRT AT AT &

e Quoting an International Labour Organization report, Mr. Modi said over 64% of the
population (about 95 crore) was getting the benefit of at least one social security
scheme, while till 2015, government schemes reached less than 25 crore.

HAWSET HH FISe H1 RANE T garell & §U AT ¥ gl foh 31 64% STTHEAT (17T
95 FN3) I HH W HA Teh AATINH FI&TT FISTAT I o187 AT 187 &, STafh 2015 e I8
H&AT 25 FU3 F FH AN

e Mr. Modi also spoke about the “International Yoga Day” events organised in different
parts of the country and overseas.

ST o 221 3R AL & AN “HARTSERT AT Raw” & A b1 Y 3o foma|

o On pilgrimages, he stated that they were means of disciplining the body and
purifying the mind, mutual love and brotherhood, and connecting with God.

3egiot et foh AIUTAT e FY TN a1, AT FY Y T, T 9 I HEAR
T ATEA 3R §eaT & 3 T U ST B

o “After a long time, the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra has had an auspicious restart...
Kailash is considered the centre of faith and devotion in every tradition, be it Hindu,
Buddhist or Jain,” he said.

3giel gl “Helmer AAENET AT & ofel A S, Teh T ToT: WS f3haT §.... Fremer 1 8¢
WO H, 918 a8 fig 8, diew &Y ar A, ey ik sfFa &1 g A e g1

e On the progress made in the Bodo Territorial Area of Assam, Mr. Modi said the
Bodoland CEM Cup was being organised as a celebration of unity and hope.
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3R 3T FT 3c8T & T H JATIT fRar ST @

e Among the participants were about 70,000 players, including a large number of girls.

gfafaraT & o191e1eT 70,000 RS enfAe &, TS1a ws orsfrar oY off)

o Referring to the diversity of arts, crafts, and skills in the country, he cited the example
of Eri Silk of Meghalaya, calling it “a perfect product for the global market” which got
the Geographical Indication (Gl) tag recently.

2 H wer, freq 3R Flerer Fr RfFerar &1 3ce@ A §U5r5‘iﬁ ATy A W Rew &1
3eTeXoT fear, T gret &1 & sitnfass Tohd (GI) 91 e § 31 30 aRas sk & fav
3TEeT ICUTE SATT|

e He spoke about women-led development, quoting the example of Bhadrachalam of
Telangana, where women earlier working as labourers were now making biscuits
from millets.

3o6iel AfgeT-sefead fAsT shr ST T 3 AT & ST T 3GTEL0T G2, STeT Te el
A FIA qTelt ARFATT 317 Adew § Rf¥TFe oo @ ¥

o “Atthis moment, everyone’s eyes are also on the International Space Station. India
has scripted new history. Yesterday | also spoke to Group Captain Shubhanshu
Shukla,” he said.

3ogicl hgl, “SH THT HAWTSEIT HARET FEUT W T T oTol & | AR o 7141 $fagr w@r
o1 ol Hel I e YA YaFar § o a1 )"

e He added that on July 1, two key pillars of society — doctors and chartered
accountants — would be honoured.

3egiel SISt T 1 S[elT§ T GATST & T YW TisT — Slared I AEE HFEeH — A
FFATAS T SUem|
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Monsoon
covers entire

country nine
days ahead
of schedule

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The southwest monsoon
has covered the entire
country nine days before
the normal date of July 8,
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said on
Sunday. The monsoon
reached Delhi on Sunday, a
day ahead of the normal
onset date of June 30.

According to the IMD
data, this is the earliest the
monsoon has covered the
entire country since 2020,
when it did so by June 26.

The monsoon usually
makes its onset over Kerala
by June 1and covers the en-
tire country by July 8. It re-
treats from northwest In-
dia around September 17
and withdraws completely
by October 15. However,
this year, the monsoon
reached Kerala on May 24.
This is its earliest onset ov-
er the Indian mainland
since 2009, when it had ar-
rived on May 23, the IMD
has recorded.

The monsoon advanced
rapidly over the next few
days, covering areas up to
central Maharashtra, in-
cluding Mumbai, and the
entire northeast by May 29.
Thereafter it stagnated for
around 18 days, from May
29 to June 16.

(With PTI inputs)
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Monsoon covers entire country nine days
ahead of schedule

ATHA T8 TAT A At T Tgel 9 &er 7 gga

The southwest monsoon has covered the entire country nine
days before the normal date of July 8, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said on Sunday.

R FAtwer [aemer (IMD) & IRaR Y wer & feror-aRes AT
a AHAR W 8 s F WA fafy @ At e ggar Q aqor A Fa1
X faar g

. The monsoon reached Delhi on Sunday, a day ahead of the
normal onset date of June 30.

fereelt % ATt AR A ugw a3, S o wa fAf 30 S @ v R
T &

. According to the IMD data, this is the earliest the monsoon has
covered the entire country since 2020, when it did so by June 26.

IMD & 3131 & AR, Ig 2020 & d¢ § TgelT Al § ST HATHA o 26
SIeT deh QY &2 FY Sel=it STedl dHa Y ford|

o The monsoon usually makes its onset over Kerala by June 1
and covers the entire country by July 8.

AR TR AT 1 ST b H Igacl ¢ AR 8 eT$ e X 42w 3 Hrerelm
gl

. It retreats from northwest India around September 17 and
withdraws completely by October 15.

Ig 17 RAdaT & AT 3TR-91Ee R & diear & F:ar ¢ A 15
FHFEA b TN L W a9 &l S &

. However, this year, the monsoon reached Kerala on May 24.

aaﬁsva&,mmgun?aﬁrmqgﬂ?ml
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e This is its earliest onset over the Indian mainland since 2009, when it had arrived on
May 23, the IMD has recorded.

IMD & 318, Ig 2009 & d1c & R HET A I TaW STedl HITHA ¢, ST Tg 23 7S
I 37T AT

e The monsoon advanced rapidly over the next few days, covering areas up to central
Maharashtra, including Mumbai, and the entire northeast by May 29.

HITT =1 3Tl F oAl 7 ol & 31 gt §U 29 #E T H{aé e #ed FgRTSg AR G0
F-qd el Y form|

e Thereafter, it stagnated for around 18 days, from May 29 to June 16.
SHeh §TG g 29 7S H 16 ST eh ofers1aT 18 foAt o U T
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Language of uni
Uniformity should not be confused with
national unity in language policy

mandates that all students across the
country must learn three languages in
school. Theoretically, NEP 2020 is more flexible
than the previous versions of the three-language
policy in India, which have always faced resis-
tance not just in south India but also different
States. Hindi is only one of the many Indian lan-
guages, and States are free to choose any two In-
dian languages and one foreign language in the
mix of three, according to NEP 2020. However,
the fear that Hindi will become the default option
as the second Indian language apart from the na-
tive language is aggravated by Maharashtra go-
vernment’s attempts to prioritise Hindi over oth-
er regional languages and its continuing
vacillation on the issue. The State has now with-
drawn its decision that Hindi will ‘generally” be
taught until Class five, as the second Indian lan-
guage, after it kicked off a political storm in the
State and put the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on the back foot. A committee headed by
Dr. Narendra Jadhav will now deliberate with all
stakeholders on the relevance of the three-lan-
guage policy. Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
has said the government would accept its recom-
mendation. This change of heart comes after es-
tranged cousins Uddhav Thackeray and Raj
Thackeray, legatees of a strident version of Ma-
rathi pride that often turned into violent xeno-
phobia, came together to oppose what they see
as “imposition” of Hindi. Evidently, the language
issue is uniting political rivals against the BJP.
Languages associated with power gain more
influence but attempts to force languages on pe-
ople on the back of political power can be divi-
sive. The paradox is that the BJP sees the three
language policy as a question of national pride
and unity. It is clear that most students, including
those in India’s Hindi-speaking regions, want to
learn English. According to Maharashtra Minister
Ashish Shelar, nearly a fifth of students in the
State are learning a third language and the new
policy would give that option to all students.
There are 15 languages including Hindi available
in schools under the third language option, and
when at least 20 students demand a language in a
school, it will be taught. While this sounds noble
and politically neutral, the actual implementa-
tion is different. Hardly anyone in Bihar has
learnt Tamil or Malayalam or Kannada or Telugu
under the three language policy so far. The
chances of an overwhelming majority of students
_ ending up with Hindi as part of the three-lan-
guage policy is high. No State or school can offer
a vast range of languages. The BJP must reassess
its language policy taking into account the res-
ponses that are emerging from different parts of
the country. It must learn the language of unity.

T he National Education Policy (NEP) 2020

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Language of unity
TehelT hl HTST

Uniformity should not be confused with national unity in
language policy.

3T AT H THEIAT Y ASET ThHdT F AT HIAT AT AT S
Uy

o The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 mandates that all
students across the country must learn three languages in school.

Tredrar fRyat S (NEP) 2020 & 316]HR 27 81X o H3f BT bl Tehol
et HTTE s gief|
o Theoretically, NEP 2020 is more flexible than the previous

versions of the three-language policy in India, which have always
faced resistance not just in South India but also in different States.

Heeifares 9 @, NEP 2020 HRd #H ugel 1 Frsmmar iy v gorar
O adiel &, [8 Shael gf&or $Ra & 781 afes 3eg Tt 7 off
g faRYer &7 HIHAT HIET TST &

o Hindi is only one of the many Indian languages, and States are

free to choose any two Indian languages and one foreign
language in the mix of three, according to NEP 2020.

&Y et S s srwnait 7 & vk B, 31 NEP 2020 & 376K
TSt o Tl off &Y sl w3t 3iR weh Fagelt s ol otet
I |

¢ However, the fear that Hindi will become the default option as
the second Indian language apart from the native language is
aggravated by the Maharashtra government’s attempts to

prioritise Hindi over other regional languages and its continuing
vacillation on the issue.

glelifeh, g AT o e 7T #1711 & 3reirar gud oRelIT 1T & &9
Rwiee Rsed g7 SN, HERTSE THR & 377 a1 smanait ox R
Y ITATAHAT o1 o FATET 3R 36 Heg TN AR 1 AfafRerear &

HROT §G IS ¢

e The State has now withdrawn its decision that Hindi will ‘generally’ be taught until
Class five, as the second Indian language, after it kicked off a political storm in the
State and put the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on the back foot.

T o 31 g Aot arow o fora § o Y =6 gl sl e & &9 o oferdY e e
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HTATI:' IGTIT ST, 1T $He AT H Teh Aateliferd blel @oT Y f&am am 3
TATRG HRAT SAAdT Uret (BJP) T W@TcASF feufa & o i am|

e A committee headed by Dr. Narendra Jadhav will now deliberate with all
stakeholders on the relevance of the three-language policy.

31, siig SITYd 1 37egeTar H v AT 319 e SHifa Hr yrafrear w g3 Raursi &
qrey =T |

o Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has said the government would accept its
recommendation.

HEIHA qdg BTN & el § foh aeenr AfATT 1 Rwrier 1 FliwR H¥am |

e This change of heart comes after estranged cousins Uddhav Thackeray and Raj
Thackeray, legatees of a strident version of Marathi pride that often turned into
violent xenophobia, came together to oppose what they see as “imposition” of Hindi.

Ig TG A IGATd A 3T ST 3GUT ST AR TS ST, S AET 1R & Feed T &
ARSI A ST & 3R [Seehr Taefa srree o afgsararg 7 sqer S 8, Gy i
“YY ST T TROT & fAAEr 7 T T17 317 970

o Evidently, the language issue is uniting political rivals against the BJP.
TS § R $ITNT T HET Isteiiaeh AT F1 BJP & f@ard vshefe # @18

e Languages associated with power gain more influence but attempts to force
languages on people on the back of political power can be divisive.

Tl & S[ST SATI3HT T 18 Fo1d AT &, olfched Tetelifcieh Afdd & TR IR ST Y
AT T T FATSTTRIY 81 Hehell £ |

e The paradox is that the BJP sees the three-language policy as a question of national
pride and unity.

g Rufa ag § 76 BJP s Aifa & asdiar aika 317 wavdr &1 Aws AT &1

o |tis clear that most students, including those in India’s Hindi-speaking regions, want
to learn English.

g Tose § o IR & & oot &= afga 3rfarepier o 3l drw=r aEa £
e According to Maharashtra Minister Ashish Shelar, nearly a fifth of students in the

State are learning a third language, and the new policy would give that option to all
students.

HERTSE & FA AT AR & 3THR, TS A 97T ierar fGEwT o1 ey smar dw @ 8§
3R 773 Aifa g3i oEt # I8 fAwew ol

e There are 15 languages, including Hindi, available in schools under the third
language option, and when at least 20 students demand a language in a school, it will
be taught.

rerdt st Rered & dgd Thail 7 Y wfee 15 omard suerey §, 3R 579 fonel Toher A A
T A 20 S HEY 9197 1 AT a1 &, A 98 IerS Fweet|
e While this sounds noble and politically neutral, the actual implementation is different.

TG 3chsT 3N TSl T § TS o1 Hehell &, Afehel IEafas frareader e g
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e Hardly anyone in Bihar has learnt Tamil or Malayalam or Kannada or Telugu under
the three language policy so far.

e T fagR & arre &Y fohelt o Femmer iy o g affrer, werTers, HeeTs a1 dep e
&l

e The chances of an overwhelming majority of students ending up with Hindi as part of
the three-language policy is high.

o ey & Te agaEas oHl & fov e 1 3T A Feima a5 o ¢
« No State or school can offer a vast range of languages.
IS 871 T T Thol TG TN HTIIHT T IABRA T T HhelT|

e The BJP must reassess its language policy taking into account the responses that
are emerging from different parts of the country.

BJP &1 &3 o faffie=t foeat & 317 e wfafshansit b1 earef & 7@ gu 9= simem sfifer hr
qeT: WHIET G @il
e |t must learn the language of unity.

3 T FT T HEgeiT T1fav]
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india
o é Indiaiarks the 50th ™ weaponising modern biological daily wage labourers, beggars,
anniversary of the science. Its 1933 Law for the under trial prison inmates, or

Emergency, one of the

most horrific and least
acknowledged chapters of Indian
democracy is of state-sponsored,
forced sterilisation practices,
popularly known as nasbandi in
public memory. The sterilisation
campaign, masquerading as
population control, was a
spuriously neo-Malthusian,
eugenic exercise of state violence.
It is an atrocity almost without any
parallel in any democracy, for its
sheer scale, brutality, and brazen
invasion of the bodily autonomy of
men and women. What began as a
globally endorsed population
policy, promoted by agencies such
as the Ford Foundation, the World
Bank, and the International
Monetary Fund, was converted
into a grotesque tool of political
repression. While India’s National
Family Planning Programme had
long advocated sterilisation as a
voluntary method of birth control,
the campaign took a violent turn
during Emergency, under the
ambitious yet authoritarian
leadership of the unelected
maverick politician, Sanjay
Gandhi, and his cronies. The
targets were mainly the poor, slum
dwellers, Dalits, minorities, and
rural communities.

Past instances

Historically, there have been
forced sterilisation practices
globally. They were often justified
by public health, eugenics, or
social hygiene discourses.
Researchers have documented
that in the U.S., over 60,000
people, including the mentally ill,
poor, Black, Native Americans,
and Latina women, were sterilised
between 1907 and 1979 under
state-level eugenics laws. In
Sweden, investigative reports
revealed that 63,000 people
deemed “unfit” for parenthood
were sterilised between 1935 and
1976. This scandal eventually
forced the government to

Ashwani Kumar

Professor at Tata
Institute of Social
Sciences and author
of ‘Community
Warriors: State,
Peasants, and Caste
Armies in Bihar'.
Views are personal

The sterilisation

campaign,
masquerading
as population
control, was a
spuriously

Prevention of Genetically Diseased
Offspring mandated sterilisation
for about 4,00,000 people before
and during World War II.
Combining anti-poverty rhetoric
and authoritarian disciplining of
marginalised populations, Peru’s
President Alberto Fujimori
oversaw the forced sterilisation of
3,00,000 mostly indigenous and
rural women in the 1990s. China’s
one-child policy, which resulted in
millions of coerced and
non-consensual sterilisations,
particularly targeting rural and
ethnic minorities, exposed the
darker side of biopolitics of
contemporary world.

The Emergency’s abuses
Anthropologist Emma Tarlo in her
seminal research in Delhi
mentions that people referred to
the Emergency as the ‘nasbandi ka
vakat (the sterilisation time)’, and
the very term Emergency
(Apatkal) became synonymous
with sterilisation, a stigma for
many in public life. The Shah
Commission, set up the investigate
the Emergency’s abuses, recorded
1,778 sterilisation-related deaths
and hundreds of injuries. It also
noted that thousands of
sterilisations happened
unofficially. Leading researchers
and demographers Pai Panandiker
and K.G Jolly in their district-level
studies of family planning point
out that India performed around
1.3 million vasectomies in 1975 and
2.6 million in 1976. Within a year,
total sterilisations — male and
female combined — jumped to
approximately 8.3 million in 1977,
making it the most extensive
coerced sterilisation campaign
ever conducted globally. The
northern States of Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Rajasthan, Bihar, and
Madhya Pradesh turned into the
‘vasectomy belt’.

In Patna in Bihar, where the
Jayaprakash Narayan-led student
movement was most intense,

wandering monks. Young people
who apparently looked “hippie”
were targeted. Possessing a
sterilisation certificate became a
grim necessity for daily survival.
An individual needed a
sterilisation certificate even to buy
essential goods from a ration shop.
Villagers often fled homes, hid in
fields and forests, and clashed
with police squads. Underground
activists of the student movement
organised protests in Patna, Gaya,
Muzaffarpur, Saran, and Bhojpur.
Reports suggest that the Bihar
government conducted about
4,50,000 sterilisations in 1976-77.
Quotas were imposed on block
officials, panchayat heads,
teachers, doctors, and local police
house officers. Incentives of cash,
rice and job preferences were
paired with punishments such as
job losses and withheld salaries
and promotions.

As resistance to forced
sterilisations grew, so did
repression. The Uttar Pradesh
police opened fire on October 16,
1976, in Khalpur in Muzaffarnagar,
killing 25 people, mostly Muslim
men. The incident was known as
the Nasbandi Goli Kand
(sterilisation bullet massacre).
Local reports mention that in
Haryana’s infamous Uttawar
village raid in November 1976,
police and 700 officials sterilised
180 men after cutting power and
surrounding the area.

The Emergency’s sterilisation
campaign revealed what
Cameroonian political theorist
Achille Mbembe called the
‘necropolitics’. By the 1977
elections, sterilisation had become
a chilling symbol of the atrocities
of the Emergency, contributing
decisively to the Congress’s
humiliating rout in most of north
India. No wonder the song ‘Kaya
mil gaya sarkar tumhe/ Emergency
lagake/ Nasbandi karake (What did
you gain, Oh government, by
imposing the Emergency... by

neo-Malthusian,
eugenic exercise
of state violence

apologise publicly and offer
compensation to survivors. Nazi
Germany was notorious for

The forced sterilisations of Emergency

there were many nasbandi
excesses. No one was spared,
whether ticketless passengers,

forcing sterilisations)” from the
film Nasbandi (1978) became
etched in public memory.
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As India marks the 50th anniversary of the Emergency, one of the most horrific and
least acknowledged chapters of Indian democracy is of state-sponsored, forced
sterilisation practices, popularly known as nasbandi in public memory.

S 9T 39TdhTe HY 50dt a¥ers Ho11 T 8, 99 IRAT oliehd T & T8 AIAH 3R &
HH TSR T AT A § Th § AT TS FTaweT 7wady, [0 Toreqfar & aaady &

T H AT ST ¢

The sterilisation campaign, masquerading as population control, was a spuriously neo-
Malthusian, eugenic exercise of state violence.

Ig FAHeaT 3fAAT, FTHEAT AT Y 3413 H, Teh 3731 7a-ATCY [T, T GUR e

I f&am dr ware o
It is an atrocity almost without any parallel in any democracy, for its sheer scale,
brutality, and brazen invasion of the bodily autonomy of men and women.

Ig ol ofY Siehci # refarciar FIaT &, ST 37Ter YAy, Fawa, 3T Gesi T ATt
IR FEEr W A §HA & AT STl e 71

What began as a globally endorsed population policy, promoted by agencies such as
the Ford Foundation, the World Bank, and the IMF, was converted into a grotesque
tool of political repression.

SiY Q3T 7 Ford Foundation, World Bank, 31 IMF SIE S13iT garT Wicaried e
SeTaEAT Aifa N, 98 Uer Tsteifars aoret & A 3uaor & dad S|
While India’s National Family Planning Programme had long advocated sterilisation

as a voluntary method of birth control, the campaign took a violent turn during
Emergency, under Sanjay Gandhi and his cronies.

R T TS IRAR RSl FRIFA o TAT T A9Ed! DI Fdead oAed AIT0r & 9 7
SR AT TGT AT, A ITaTcThTer & GRTeT a5 HTRAET ffoa T o T T, Hor et
3R 357 wAA & aAcjea |

The targets were mainly the poor, slum dwellers, Dalits, minorities, and rural
communities.

g8 e w7 w9 @ 9, greeh fared, afea, sreaweas, 3 o waer )

Past instances

VT 38T Ircia &

Historically, there have been forced sterilisation practices globally, often justified by
public health, eugenics, or social hygiene discourses.

ﬂﬁgﬁmwﬁ,é%wwmmﬁaﬁrmﬁgé%ﬁv&mmﬁaﬁm
ALY, F FUR IT AATSIF Faeadl & ATH R 3R g a2
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In the U.S., over 60,000 people including the mentally ill, poor, Black, Native
Americans, and Latina women, were sterilised between 1907 and 1979 under state-
level eugenics laws.

AR A, 1907 & 1979 & NI T FHIT AFA GUR FTefAl & Agd 60,000 F e wart
(SI¥ AT & & SHAR, T, 31, Hel AR 3N AT ATGATT) T FHecr 7 75|

In Sweden, 63,000 people deemed "unfit" for parenthood were sterilised between 1935
and 1976.

FseT H, 1935 W 1976 & orr 63,000 SRIY ST AT 1 1S fSieg AfHeas 9aa & faw
3T ATAT AT

In Nazi Germany, the 1933 Law for the Prevention of Genetically Diseased
Offspring mandated sterilisation for about 4,00,000 people.

ATl STTelY #, 1933 T JHTeTa TS AT Y YFATH FTofeT 178737 4,00,000 WYY T FHEET T
3TeRT T 2T

In Peru during the 1990s, President Alberto Fujimori oversaw the forced sterilisation
of 3,00,000 mostly indigenous and rural women.

U% 7 1990 & 2 & G, Usgufar 3reaef FoiARY ¥ 3,00,000 e Fart 3i¥ areior
AT T ST FGE TS|

China's one-child policy led to millions of coerced sterilisations, especially targeting
rural and ethnic minorities.

i Fr vp-a=ar AfS & Tgad arE) TR AT H¥ 7S, WrEE ATHOT IR IR
HETHEIH! ! fAATAT AT

The Emergency’s abuses

ATYTASRT Y AT

Anthropologist Emma Tarlo notes people referred to Emergency as 'nasbandi ka
vakat', where the word Emergency became synonymous with sterilisation.

ATAGTI AT TFAT STl STl g foh o197 TITdehIoT &bl ‘A Hed &l 9 d” Shed I, 31T

HTYTARTe 2TsC AFEAY T GATI §eT ITAT AT

The Shah Commission recorded 1,778 sterilisation-related deaths and hundreds of
injuries. Thousands more sterilisations happened unofficially.

9ITE HTANT =1 1,778 THaar § S Al 3R AH3T e ot v | goIRT AF&Er foeTr
TR Repls & T TS|

Researchers Pai Panandiker and K.G. Jolly noted 1.3 million vasectomies in 1975
and 2.6 million in 1976. Total sterilisation crossed 8.3 million in 1977.

MUl 3T 918 reifeat 31X &.5f. Sfelt F 3TER, 1975 7 13 o1& 31X 1976 7 26 o
e, STefeh 1977 3 el 3iiehsT 83 WG ceh TG 14T
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« Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan, Bihar, and Madhya Pradesh were labelled the
'vasectomy belt'.

3o veer, R, TEdE, fAER, 3R 7T veer F 'Aq«ad) dec FEr 7|

o In Patna, anyone from ticketless passengers, labourers, beggars, undertrials, to
wandering monks were forcibly sterilised.

gea # faa e I, Aerqy, e, Rrammefier 6 3 e gy — #1S off Faedr &
a9 ¢ GF 1|

o Sterilisation certificate became a requirement to buy ration goods. Villagers fled
homes and hid in fields and forests.

TereT Y Ao @A doh & T TGS THATOT IF 37T &Y IIAT AT| IadTer 'RY A/ 79T a0
3R |4t T Seral #F Bua o9

e Protests were organised in Patna, Gaya, Muzaffarpur, Saran, and Bhojpur by
underground student movement.

YT, AT, HAFHIYY, HROT, 3R HISTqR H ${{AT S 3fielele o ggoia |
e Bihar govt conducted about 4,50,000 sterilisations in 1976-77. Quotas were imposed
on officials, panchayat heads, teachers, doctors, and police.

fER TIFR 7 1976-77 H TSI 4.5 AT AWl FATS | FIeT Jorre & rRFIRET, Twr—aa
yerat, Ryert, siaedt, 3R gfer o3 gera srer I

e Cash, rice, and jobs were used as incentives, while job losses and salary blocks
were used as punishments.

dwg, T1ad, 3R Al 1 dicares, 3R FAwd e, daa AT S g & S|

e As resistance grew, so did repression. On October 16, 1976, UP police opened fire in
Khalpur, Muzaffarnagar, killing 25 Muslims.

SI-S18 e aeT, 30-39 AT ot 9371 16 ey 1976 1 Ia Faer IfAw o WIagy,
HAFHIAIR H el Tems, FSTa 25 AReH Toul A1 AT &5

e |n Uttawar village, Haryana, in November 1976, police with 700 officials sterilised 180
men after cutting power.

gRATON & 3eTa? a1fe 7 Ay 1976 & 700 fAFRAT & @rer giorg = fsrelt F1eHv 180
YT I TEECT |
e The campaign reflected what Achille Mbembe termed 'necropolitics'. By 1977

elections, sterilisation became symbol of Emergency atrocities, contributing to
Congress's defeat.

S8 HTAATT F 3rfRre 7w qarT afvTd ‘AT feFa 3R 67| 1977 & TATa o,
AHSEY HTATTI HY FEICAT HT Felteh 57 1 2, TS Hiarw M R AR g3

o The song ‘Kaya mil gaya sarkar tumhe/ Emergency lagake/ Nasbandi karake’ from
the film Nasbandi (1978) became etched in public memory.

o FTwaEY (1978) &7 3N ‘FAT FAeT AT TIFR e/ SHISIHT oI/ THGAT FF” Secll
T TATT A AT 8 34T
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World History

Questions and Answers to the June
27 edition of the daily quiz: 1. Name
the war the Russian Empire was
fighting at the time the crew of the
Potemkin mutinied. Ans:
Russo-Japanese War
2. Name the leader of the Bolshevik
Party who said the Potemkin mutiny
was a “dress rehearsal” for the October
Revolution. Ans: Vladimir Lenin
3. Following the mutiny, the crew of
the Potemkin appealed to this country
for asylum. Ans: Romania
4, 0On October 12, 1905, a little more
than three months after the mutiny,
the Potemkin was renamed

. Ans: Panteleimon
5. Potemkin was classified as a
pre- battleship. Ans:
Dreadnought

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

The Potemkin Mutiny: June 1905
qreAfdReT fagie: S 1905

The mutiny on the Russian battleship Potemkin took
place on June 27, 1905, in the Black Sea Fleet.

I FeHrdla dieAfR W A8 27 S 1905 FI HIdl ARKR 93
#’gam

. The mutiny was sparked by inhumane conditions,
especially when the crew was served rotten meat with maggots.

agﬁaﬁgmﬁuﬁﬁﬂ%y&gsﬂ,%ﬂqmﬂaawaﬁﬁ
A1 A FT AW R4 T

o Sailors rebelled, killed several officers, and took control of
the ship, sailing to Odessa, a port city in modern-day Ukraine.

Aifae! o fage fham, &3 3RIFTRAT Y g &7, 3T AT W Feoll

X foram, fRT 38 oIY TS, ST 319 Ighel H &, Tg |

e The event became symbolic of revolutionary unrest during the broader 1905
Russian Revolution.

g T 1905 FT TH Fifa & AT HifAFRY FHAT FH T a1 15|

Key Insight:

HET g fee:

This mutiny wasn't just about bad food — it reflected deeper grievances like poor working
conditions, lack of rights, and political repression under the Tsarist regime.

g TI8Ig Shdol @I HISTeT & HRUT AeT AT — Ig @I H1 Tyfaa, et #r ## 3ik aR)
AT F dgd TSTaas e ordT T Rrraal 1 gdies 2|

¢ Vladimir Lenin and the October Revolution Link
senfe# R Afever 3 srargar wifer &1 @aer
Vladimir Lenin, leader of the Bolshevik Party, later called the Potemkin mutiny a
"dress rehearsal" for the October Revolution of 1917.

cAfeHR Jfae, e ardt & AT, o 91 & RATFHT g &) "Rede™ Fgr S 1917 6y
3rereaT Hifar & forw g3m |

e Lenin believed sucﬁ acts of defiance by workers and military personnel showed the
growing revolutionary potential against the autocracy.

ifetet & ATt a1 foF sifAeT iR Afaet garr fFe v 3 Ay o Toraa & f@are qgd
FIfAFRT THTGT3IT T SATATI
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o Although the mutiny did not lead to immediate change, it inspired later revolutionary
movements and is regarded as one of the first major uprisings against Tsarist rule.

T A 58 fagle & dehrer TR A §31T, T TE 1g T FHifcrehr) rgrert o fore oM
o1 3R 38 IR eEeT & fRT® ggar 937 g A Sar &1

e Asylum Appeal to Romania
JATAIT & AROT Y rfier

After several days at sea and facing resistance, the Potemkin’s crew sailed to the
port of Constanta in Romania and requested political asylum.

F3 et o oIg A et 3R FaUer Sie & a1, WRARR ¥ a1e® g o QA H

FIFECTT GEIIME T S T R Tereifaa AROT T HIT |
¢ Romania granted asylum, and the crew abandoned the ship.
AAAAT A ROT &, 3R AT g o STgTer B |
e The Potemkin was later recovered by Russian forces.
g ® TH A1 A ARATHT Y G yred 7 for
¢ Renaming of the Potemkin
GRATHT FT ATH TG

On October 12, 1905, about three months after the mutiny, the ship was renamed
Panteleimon, in an attempt to erase the memory of the mutiny and suppress
revolutionary symbolism.

12 3aga} 1905 Y, TAGIE & ST et AN aTe, Ul ohT ATH iaferdleT I@T a1 dlfeh
facte &1 Fpfer fers S @ 3R Fifasrl Tdiewreasdr HY garr 57 T |

o Despite the renaming, the event had already become a symbol of resistance for many
revolutionaries and intellectuals in Russia and abroad.

ATH Teelol & dTaelg, I8 el & R faceli & #$ wifasial sk gefoshfagt & fav
R 7 el et T 2
o Pre-Dreadnought Battleship: Naval Classification
W-gsite gaua: AR geitaor
The Potemkin was a pre-Dreadnought battleship, meaning it belonged to the

generation of warships built before 1906, when HMS Dreadnought revolutionized
naval design.

QAR v f-33ate Jaeraa o, fower 319 ¢ 6 78 1906 F wger ae Jeralar 1 i
T T, ST HMS 35T o AT f3oiget # it or &r AT

Pre-Dreadnought ships were characterized by:

- 3geiic aeravell 1 Rerward o

e Mixed-caliber armament (large guns mixed with smaller ones)
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o Slower speed and less advanced armor than later dreadnoughts
o fAPa-FRET s @2 3k o Q@ Ao

o Y 1Y 3R FH IooTa Faw S [FAVAT

The launch of HMS Dreadnought in 1906 rendered older ships like the Potemkin obsolete.
1906 # HMS 337Te & died & dlg, NEATHT A Q= Feeratar Fur s gl are|

Significance and Legacy
Agea 3R R

The Potemkin mutiny became a powerful symbol of resistance against oppression and
played a key role in revolutionary propaganda.

AR RglE axe & s afaer 1 afFaem vdie 5o 21 3R Fwifasry /@R & Ageaqet
sfoveT fovee|

e ltinspired the famous 1925 silent film "Battleship Potemkin" by Sergei Eisenstein,
which remains a classic in world cinema.

S WIS IMEAEAT carT SR TRey 1925 Y 7F frew "Seafy aRARRT" 1
aRa foram, S faea RaaAT Y v Farf@s A1 ST §1

o The mutiny highlighted the fragility of the Tsarist regime and foreshadowed future
uprisings, culminating in the 1917 Russian Revolution.

5H faglg & SR ATH Y AT b1 3R fohar 3T srfdsar i ot &1 wa feam, s
37 1917 & TH Hifer F TROTT &3
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Avinash Nair

In the near future, electric
tugboats are expected to
replace legacy diesel-po-
wered tugs for manoeuvr-
ing and docking cargo-la-
den vessels at Kandla port
in Gujarat. The Deendayal
Port  Authority  (DPA),
which operates the major
port at Kandla, has placed
an order for battery-po-
wered tugboats.

“We have finalised the
tender and placed an order
for the first electric tug-
boat. We are the first port
in India to do so. This tug is
being procured under the
Green Tug Transition Pro-
gramme (GTTP) an-
nounced by the Union Mi-
nistry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways in May
2023... we have given the
order to Netincon Market-

ing Pvt Ltd. (part of Kolka-
ta-based Ripley Group),”
S.K. Mehta, Chairman,
DPA, told businessline.

The contract involves
chartering a 60-tonne bol-
lard pull capacity tugboat
for 15 years, along with
crew and provisions, ex-
cluding electricity and fuel
for operations at Kandla.
The daily chartering rate
would be 6.3 lakh over
the 15-year period. “The
entire infrastructure for
charging the tug will be
done by the contractor. We
will be providing the pow-
er supply,” Mr. Mehta said,
adding that Kandla has 22
MW of renewable energy
projects, mostly wind
energy.

Phased launch
Phase-1 of GTTP was sche-
duled to begin on October

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
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country’s leading major port, Paradip, in Odisha, has i

electric tug of 60-tonne bollard pull. FiLE PHOTO

1, 2024, and continue until
December 31, 2027. During
this phase, four major
ports — Jawaharlal Nehru
Port Authority (JNPA),
DPA, Paradip Port Authori-

ty, and VO Chidambaranar
Port Authority — have been
asked to procure or charter
at least two green tugs
each, based on the stan-
dardised designs and spec-

nder to charter one

ifications issued by the
Standing Specification
Committee (SSC).

JNPA has floated a ten-
der for chartering two
green tugs for Jawaharlal

Nehru port, near Mumbai,
for a 15-year period. “This
is currently at a tendering
stage. Once we finalise the
bidder, we will give a two-
year-period for the con-
Struction and delivery of
the tugs. We expect to fi-
nalise the bidders by the
end of this month,” said
Unmesh Wagh, chairman,
JNPA, which currently uses
10 diesel-powered tugs.
The country’s leading
major port, Paradip, in Od-
isha, has floated a tender to
charter one electric tug of
60-tonne bollard pull. The
last date for submission of
bids is July 8. Similarly, VO
Chidambaranar Port Auth-
ority has issued a work or-
der for an electric tug to a
Mumbai-based company.
The GTTP entails an in-
vestment of around 31,000
crore for building the

green tugs. The first set of
tugs will be battery-po-
wered, with provisions for
adopting other emerging
green technologies such as
hybrid, methanol, and
green hydrogen. By the
end of 2040, the govern-
ment targets transitioning
all tugs operating in Indian
major ports to green var-
iants, and thereby usher in
a standardised, eco-friend-
ly fleet across the country.
Furthermore, beyond
2033, any new tug built in
India for use in an Indian
port will need to comply
with the Approved Stan-
dard Tug Design Specifica-
tion-GTTP standards.
According to the Mari-
time India Vision 2030
(MIV 2030), launched by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in 2020, each of the
12 major ports in the coun-

try should source 60 per
cent of its electricity de-
mand from renewable
sources and achieve a 30%
reduction in carbon emis-
sions per tonne of cargo by
2030. Building on this, the
Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision
2047, introduced in 2023,
sets a specific goal for ma-
jor ports to reduce green-
house gas emissions from
port vessels by 30 per cent
by 2030.

Harbour tugs, vital for
port operations like berth-
ing, unberthing, and other
ship-assist functions, are
ideal candidates for adopt-
ing green technologies
such as electric propulsion
and alternative fuels,
which can significantly cut
emissions while maintain-
ing operational efficiency.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

Four Ports to Replace Diesel-Powered Tugboats with Electric
Variants

TR §EI9MRI U SiTel ATfid ITale FT STI1g SolfFed cIarale Fl

39YeT

In the near future, electric tugboats are expected to replace legacy diesel-
powered tugs for manoeuvring and docking cargo-laden vessels at Kandla port in

Gujarat.

forre sifas & FERIT & FiSdT TG W ATAAGS STgTal P AlA-o A F fAw oAl
Aot Tiferd SIEIEH F S8 FATFed SIEITH ol AT

e The Deendayal Port Authority (DPA), which operates the major port at Kandla, has
placed an order for battery-powered tugboats.

HISAAT SEIINME DT TATcTeT I ATl AlAgATe N FIAHIVT (DPA) o St Tifar soreew
T 3T e B

o “We have finalised the tender and placed an order for the first electric tugboat. We are
the first port in India to do so.”

“gH ¢aX 3faH 9 ¢ f&ar § 3R ugel safdes <Irdle &1 35T AT §| 7 91Ra & ugat

TG ¢ Tolegiel UAT fhAT & 1”
e This tug is being procured under the Green Tug Transition Programme (GTTP)

announced by the Union Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways in May 2023.
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iforereT WaIma (GTTP) & dgd TeT o WY B
The order has been given to Netincon Marketing Pvt Ltd., part of Kolkata-based
Ripley Group.

Ig 37T Prerarar 3memRea Reel g 6t Fueh afeaaler A wgae fafaes &1 fear rar
gl

The contract involves chartering a 60-tonne bollard pull capacity tugboat for 15 years,
along with crew and provisions, excluding electricity and fuel.

3oIeeT H 60 T SNITS YT &TAAT dTe <arde bl 15 st & foIv & A 31w 3maeas qansit

TR A W AT efAer §, fasrelt 3R §ua &t olea|
The daily chartering rate would be 6.3 lakh over the 15-year period.
15 gt $r 3rafer & sgar A T I 6.3 A/ @]

“The entire infrastructure for charging the tug will be done by the contractor. We will
be providing the power supply,” Mr. Mehta said.

“TITEIE & ATfoteT & fAIT raea® WYUT &A1 ShaR GaNT T fhar Seer| g fasrel
3mfet &3, A Agar o Fe
Kandla has 22 MW of renewable energy projects, mostly wind energy.

FISAT H 22 ANEIE & ANFIVNT FaT IRAVSTATC &, THAH 31T 9T FaT &

Phased Launch of Green Tug Transition Programme
et o ZIFSTReT WY T AT YHRH

Phase-l of GTTP was scheduled to begin on October 1, 2024, and continue until
December 31, 2027.

GTTP T 9gelT =0T 1 3aga¥ 2024 { Y gl 31 AT 2027 T <raam|

During this phase, four major ports — Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority (JNPA),
DPA, Paradip Port Authority, and VO Chidambaranar Port Authority — have been
asked to procure or charter at least two green tugs each.

S TROT & SR IR JHE SGTIET — STaTglere Ag® 9IE HANE (JNPA), DPA, IRIET
qIE YR 3R .31 TR o iR — & a1 @ o &Y e eerale Tliea ar
Y I A Y gl AT |

These tugs will be based on standardised designs and specifications issued by the
Standing Specification Committee (SSC).

I cardicy FE TRt fhaere wfAd (SSC) qanr St Adiga fSamset ik fafrseansit
& YR 9T giaf|

Green Tug Expansion and Vision in Indian Ports

HICAT FeTamel 7 afier eor faear it gfemior
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JNPA has floated a tender for chartering two green tugs for Jawaharlal Nehru Port,
near Mumbai, for a 15-year period.

Ha$ & I [8UT FaATEIATe Ag® 9IE & ToIw 15 6t 1 37afe & forw & afiet <or aréy W o
€J JNPA o fAfder Sy &1 & |

“This is currently at a tendering stage. Once we finalise the bidder, we will give a two-
year period for the construction and delivery of the tugs.”

“Ig Rhorgrer AT T0T 7 &1 SYellerdar & a3+ & a1 g faAtor ik Befad & v arer
HT AT 31|

“We expect to finalise the bidders by the end of this month,” said Unmesh Wagh,
chairman, JNPA, which currently uses 10 diesel-powered tugs.

“EH S ARl & 3 dF SlolGIdl aF e T 3FHIG &,” JNPA & 3TETeT 37T aTe o g,
S IAATS 3 10 AT A TIENTH T 3T FHAT &

The country’s leading major port, Paradip in Odisha, has floated a tender to charter
one electric tug of 60-tonne bollard pull.

CRT & JHY FeIMEl & A Ueh, AT HT IRIET NE, 71 60 ST &IATE TeT &THT dlel Toh
g €I FI I W olel & ToIv fAfaer ST FHr g

The last date for submission of bids is July 8.

et & st F iy sfaw fafy 8 Jas B

Similarly, VO Chidambaranar Port Authority has issued a work order for an electric
tug to a Mumbai-based company.

38T TR, A3t RIGEEIR € I ATRE F A 3menRa Fueht &1 safdes &or & fov st
T IR fRam g

Investment and Technology Transition under GTTP

GTTP & dgd faaer 3k aeidhy aRad=

The GTTP entails an investment of around ¥1,000 crore for building the green tugs.
GTTP & 3ideTd AT <77 & AT & AT FTe73797 1,000 FNT 7 [T & g1

The first set of tugs will be battery-powered, with provisions for adopting other
emerging green technologies such as hybrid, methanol, and green hydrogen.

gRT aFelp! T 39T T cgaEAT graft|

By the end of 2040, the government targets transitioning all tugs operating in Indian
major ports to green variants, establishing a standardised, eco-friendly fleet.

TIHR T & 2040 F I T HRAT YT FEITET A FelTford Fofl earated 1 ot
afueH A acore 1 8, orad veh AT AR 9ATaRor 3regaer a3T AR 8w |

Beyond 2033, any new tug built in India for use in an Indian port will need to comply
with the Approved Standard Tug Design Specification-GTTP standards.
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2033 & 915, ARG H AFT 3R AR Feemel 7 39319 & forw a1 8ff 731 T9ree GTTP
HTTH! & g FqAfed A Farger faflrseanat &1 aree am

Alignment with Maritime India Vision and Climate Goals

Afersw $fEar gt 3R Srerarg wraat & 37wy et

e According to Maritime India Vision 2030 (MIV 2030), launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in 2020, each of the 12 major ports should source 60% of its
electricity demand from renewable sources.

2020 # TUTTHAT 7 AGY GarT Y v ¢ ARrEH 3347 st 2030 (MIV 2030) &
3TTER, 32 & 12 TH@ TELMET 1 a1 60% FagTe maeasan adiwoha Jat & g
FLAT A1fev|

e Ports should also achieve a 30% reduction in carbon emissions per tonne of cargo
by 2030.

2030 dF, YAk ol ATT U 30% FTaeT Schored & HHAT UTcT il I T|

¢ Building on this, the Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047, introduced in 2023, sets a
specific goal for major ports to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from port vessels by
30% by 2030.

$8h IMUR W, 2023 H GEJd ANCTZA AT Fel fATeT 2047 & Tecl TG S @MgH & Uit
 MeTe3H AT IcHoie A 2030 dF 30% HHY HT A& IWT AT § |

Role of Harbour Tugs in Green Transition

afier aRader 7 g coralew At sfaT

e Harbour tugs, vital for port operations like berthing, unberthing, and other ship-assist
functions, are ideal candidates for adopting green technologies.

afifer, srafier 3R 37T SETer HEEE FHt & O AgcaquT g eorateH, AT awsrd F
YT & fIT 3UgFd fdehed &

o Green technologies such as electric propulsion and alternative fuels can significantly
cut emissions while maintaining operational efficiency.

gAfFed YuigsT 3R dafous Sua ST Al aaelsh ScholeT Sl FIHT &G dh e I Tehall
& 3k arer & aRETere &THdr ST @ Thar g
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Ugandan leader Yoweri Museveni,
80, to seek re-election next year

.......................... AP

Ugandan leader Yoweri Museveni has confirmed he intends to
contest in next year’s presidential election, potentially extending his
rule in the east African country to nearly half a century. The
80-year-old has been ruler of Uganda since 1986 when he seized
power after leading a five-year guerrilla war. REUTERS

80 T FAAT 1986 | FITST F ATHF &, SI9 Sgiel 9T WA & AReeT J&H & F1e Fll TN

heolT TondT 2T|

Ugandan Leader Yoweri Museveni
to Seek Re-election

31T & S AV TR et ¥ T
EED

e Ugandan leader Yoweri Museveni has confirmed
he intends to contest in next year’s presidential
election, potentially extending his rule in the east
African country to nearly half a century.

qariaT & st A AR o g A1 ¥ R aF s s &
Tregafer AT H 7T ofdl, fSed gl Jrshehr ger & 3efepr
QITHST SIITSTIT 3MTET QrATedY deh §G ehdT

e The 80-year-old has been ruler of Uganda since
1986 when he seized power after leading a five-year
guerrilla war.
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A still from the Willy Chavarria’s show as part of the Paris
Fashion Week on Friday in Paris. GETTY IMAGES

Paris fashion show
‘glorifies’ criminals,
says El Salvador

Agence France-Presse
SAN SALVADOR

El Salvador’s government on Saturday criticised a
Paris Fashion Week show that made references to
inmates at the country’s CECOT mega-prison,
with President Nayib Bukele joking that he could
send prisoners to France.

At Mexican American designer Willy Chavar-
ria’s show in Paris on Friday, the white T-shirts
and shorts worn by his models invoked the un-
iforms worn by inmates at the Terrorism Confine-
ment Center (CECOT).

Mr. Bukele had the maximum-security prison
built to hold gang members nabbed in his war
against organised crime. Also imprisoned at CE-
COT are 252 Venezuelans deported from the Unit-
ed States and accused of being members of the
Tren de Aragua criminal gang.

“We are ready to ship them all to Paris whenev-
er we get the green light from the French govern-
ment,” Mr. Bukele wrote in response to an X post
that said Chavarria was paying tribute to CECOT
prisoners.

The President’s press secretariat said Mr. Bu-
kele’s post showed his “firm stance against the at-
tempt to glorify criminality.”

Since March 2022, Mr. Bukele has run an offen-
sive against gangs under a state of emergency that
allows arrests without a warrant.

The Trump administration has paid Mr. Bu-
kele’s government millions of dollars to lock up
migrants it says are criminals and gang members.

U.S. President Donald Trump invoked a rarely
used wartime legislation in March to fly migrants
to El Salvador without any court hearing.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Paris Fashion Show Controversy
with El Salvador

IRT there et faare 31 3rer GeaEk

oEl Salvador’s government on Saturday criticised a Paris
Fashion Week show that made references to inmates at
the country’s CECOT mega-prison, with President Nayib
Bukele joking that he could send prisoners to France.

ATAGR T I TedTeR TIHR o IR thereT d 3 T o T
T T, TrT# 2 i CECOT RIM-Sel & higar hr
Seorq foham arm o1, 3R Tegufd a1l gdet o AT H el
o ag et = wiw AT THhd &1

*At Mexican American designer Willy Chavarria’s show
in Paris on Friday, the white T-shirts and shorts worn by
his models invoked the uniforms worn by inmates at the
Terrorism Confinement Center (CECOT).

YFar H1 INT 7 AfFaFa-3@ARTT g el g
& M # 3Tk AiSell GaNT Ugsil 75 T &-2r¢ 3R aiew o1
CECOT 3rrdsarg s &g & Hfedr fr afdat 6 arg
IEEIE]

Mr. Bukele had the maximum-security prison built to
hold gang members nabbed in his war against organised
crime.

A Jehol =1 ITURTE HISAT F TR 3T Jeo & Yehs 7T AT
AN &l WA & [T g Ircaftrs Fai arelt e Terars o

eAlso imprisoned at CECOT are 252 Venezuelans
deported from the United States and accused of being
members of the Tren de Aragua criminal gang.

CECOT # ¥g¥Fd U= IANFT & e 252 aasquars
AR 877 5¢ §, 57 9T Tren de Aragua 3 Y faRig &
HSET gl T AT §
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o “We are ready to ship them all to Paris whenever we get the green light from the French
government,” Mr. Bukele wrote in response to an X post that said Chavarria was paying
tribute to CECOT prisoners.

A Fohel o TFH (X) T Ueh G & Sfarel # forar, ‘g7 o1 of et aar @ 3rgAfa
AN, g 3¢ INT A9 F T IR & 1" T8 9IEe Fg W o &6 Frariar & CECOT FHieat
I HeEITSTTor &F 8

o The President’s press secretariat said Mr. Bukele’s post showed his “firm stance
against the attempt to glorify criminality.”

Tregafer & 40 AfRarera 3 &gl foh A Geohol T AIEe o IraRer FY ARAT 73T & v F
TP 37T TS @ SATAT|

e Since March 2022, Mr. Bukele has run an offensive against gangs under a state of
emergency that allows arrests without a warrant.

AT 2022 F AN Foho! o AWow & FWaT® v AT Toman § S araraprelter fPufa & qga
foeTT aRe PR 1 37t ar 8

e The Trump administration has paid Mr. Bukele’s government millions of dollars to
lock up migrants it says are criminals and gang members.

TFT YATHA o1 AT Johol T FLHR Y ATET STer} [T cA1feh ag 3o7 FarfAl 1 Fg X Th
fSi¢ araaredt 3 3T e et |

e U.S. President Donald Trump invoked a rarely used wartime legislation in March to
fly migrants to El Salvador without any court hearing.

AN TSgafY BeTes €T - AR H JeuehTelet Hiefel b1 ST I T fo=AT Ry
3reTerelt GoTaTs & Farfal Y 3rel HedrsR Aofel 1 3meer i
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Indonesia begins $5.9-bn EV battery
pr()Ject desplte environment fears

Agence France Presse
JAKARTA

Indonesia broke ground on
Sunday on a $5.9-billion
megaproject for EV battery
production backed by Chi-
nese giant CATL, despite
NGOs raising concerns ov-
er a lack of environmental
guarantees.

Indonesia is the world’s
largest nickel producer
and it is trying to capitalise
on its vast reserves, with a
2020 export ban spurring
a domestic industrial
boom of the key metal
used in EV batteries and
stainless steel.

The EV battery project
will include a $4.7 billion
investment on the eastern
island of Halmahera and a
$1.2 billion investment in
West Java, Energy Minister
Bahlil Lahadalia said in a
speech alongside President

The view of Southeast Asia’s largest battery industry project site
inaugurated by Indonesian President in Karawang, West Java. AFP

Prabowo Subianto.
“According to my calcu-
lation, it won’t take long, in
probably between five to
six years we will be able to
reach energy self-sufficien-
cy,” Mr. Prabowo said at a
groundbreaking ceremony
in Karawang, West Java.
Mr. Bahlil said the Hal-
mahera complex will focus
on mining, smelting and

production of cathodes
which are a key compo-
nent in rechargeable bat-
teries. The West Java com-
plex will focus on battery
cell production, the Minis-
ter said.

The two politicians did
not say when the megapro-
ject was slated to be opera-
tional, but Indonesian offi-
cials have said a CATL

Indonesia’s EV Battery Megaproject

AT &Y St df AT

plant in Halmahera would
open in March next year.

Alongside CATL, the
Halmahera complex is
backed by China’s Zhejiang
Huayou Cobalt and Indo-
nesia’s state-owned An-
tam.

Climate Rights Interna-
tional (CRI) and Green-
peace Indonesia this week
issued a call for greater as-
surances from Jakarta that
measures were in place to
protect the surrounding
environment at the bigger

complex in  eastern
Halmahera.
Environmental group

Mining Advocacy Network
(Jatam) said in a statement
on Saturday that Jakarta
was “chasing vague eco-
nomic growth while con-
sciously ignoring the peo-
ple’s scream” to end
damage to the environ-
ment.

o Indonesia broke ground on Sunday on a $5.9-billion megaproject for EV battery

production backed by Chinese giant CATL, despite NGOs raising concerns over a lack

of environmental guarantees.

AR &1 $ARAT ¥ $5.9 37T 1 §fY J<y faaAvor B AmvisIeRe i e @, o i

F9lY CATL T GHAT Ired &, 37l &) T3t o qaTavoii TR Y et ) Riar sars|

e Indonesia is the world’s largest nickel producer and it is trying to capitalise on its vast

reserves, with a 2020 export ban spurring a domestic industrial boom of the key
metal used in EV batteries and stainless steel.
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FRARIAT AT FT FaR 3T fAdhvel Seuresh ¢ AR g 9= FIATS $7ER F1 1Y 33T Y
SHIRILT Y TET &1 2020 F foraTer wfdraer & aTe er 5 Ageaqr 4rq 7 site@ A so1er
el a1$ St §eft Sl 3R ReeTaw T 7 3T gl B

e The EV battery project will include a $4.7 billion investment on the eastern island of
Halmahera and a $1.2 billion investment in West Java, Energy Minister Bahlil
Lahadalia said in a speech alongside President Prabowo Subianto.

ST FAY ATgelter ergTaTforaT o Ueeufr yaat gaarar & | AT F o f § ded
TR & gt gTerser gdia 3 $4.7 3R 3R aF S1aT # $1.2 3”7 Ader S seam|

e “According to my calculation, it won’t take long, in probably between five to six years
we will be able to reach energy self-sufficiency,” Mr. Prabowo said at a
groundbreaking ceremony in Karawang, West Java.

A GSlaY 7 3T SATET & HREATT H AT RIel-ar FTARNG H g, “A AT & AR,
Ui & B I A §H Folt HTcATAsRar Jree < |

e Mr. Bahlil said the Halmahera complex will focus on mining, smelting and production
of cathodes which are a key component in rechargeable batteries.

oY STgeleT of e [ ETaHeT IRE # @aeT, TR 31N Fz IcueT W e Sfgd
mm,ﬁmﬁﬂﬁwwwm%‘l

e The West Java complex will focus on battery cell production, the Minister said.

T o gt o ave Jmar aRET & Sl Fer 3c1esT WX &1 am|

e The two politicians did not say when the megaproject was slated to be operational, but
Indonesian officials have said a CATL plant in Halmahera would open in March next
year.

aleAT SAATHT o TG FET TATAT o TG AT e ATl 81911, oifehe] FSATAATS TRIRGT o
gl Toh FTETHET 3 CATL WA 3T a8 AT & ol Fehell ¢ |

e Alongside CATL, the Halmahera complex is backed by China’s Zhejiang Huayou
Cobalt and Indonesia’s state-owned Antam.

CATL % 37elTaT, gTerrer IRET 1 <fiet A AIFmr g3 Haree 3R A i axwrdt
HYAT UETH T THIT Ired g1
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+ Climate Rights International (CRI) and Greenpeace Indonesia this week issued a call
for greater assurances from Jakarta that measures were in place to protect the
surrounding environment at the bigger complex in eastern Halmahera.

$H HCATE FABAC UFCH Fe¥aAgrere (CRI) 3R e s2wfre & St & 75 gaRed
e ShT 9T b Toh el gTersTe’T oh 93 TR 3 ATHITH 3 TATaRoT T &t & fow 3fd
39Ty fhT S|

+ Environmental group Mining Advocacy Network (Jatam) said in a statement on
Saturday that Jakarta was “chasing vague economic growth while consciously
ignoring the people’s scream” to end damage to the environment.

TATIOT HHE ATS AT vSaFHl Acas (1) o AfAaR I ek A1 H gl foh Fahrar
sfaRaa snfde fawra 1 gz 7 wataRoiia a1fad &1 Asa & forw Stear i dra =t
AR TSRS R TG &l
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Maharashtra scraps three-language policy

Committee formed to decide future of the policy
and from which grade it should be implemented

MUMBAI

aharashtra
Mscmppcd the in-

troduction of the
s 1to 5 in State go-
vernment schools on Sun-
day, after two months of
sustained opposition h\'
academics, ac a

the Nationalist Congrcss
Party, which is part of the
ruling coalition in the
State.

To decide the future of
the policy, the government
set up an expert commit-
tee to be headed by econo-
mist, educationist, and
former Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Narendra Jadhav. “The
committee will look into
the three-language policy,
from which grade it should
be implemented. It will

'>ludy the recommenda-

tions of the Mashelkar
Committee report. It will
also hear those who have a
different opinion. The go-
vernment will accept the
Narendra Jadhav commit-
tee report,” Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis told
presspersons in Mumbai.

Two government orders
introducing the policy for
primary education, issued
on April 16 and June 17,
have been cancelled.

“The government has
put the three-language for-
mula on hold at present.
The committee has sought
three months,” a senior go-
vernment official told The
Hindu.

This policy will impact
nearly 80 lakh primary stu-
dents in the State Board’s
Marathi and English medi-
um schools. The three-lan-
guage formula is currently

Decision a victory of Marathi people, say Opposition
and experts; express doubts about the panel’s role

Word troubles: Shiv Sena (UBT) workers protest against the proposed three-language policy in Navi
Mumbai, Maharashtra, on Sunday. PTi

implemented in secondary
classes.

Opposition parties,
which had burnt copies of
the government orders
across the State just hours
earlier on Sunday, cau-
tiously welcomed the deci-

sion, but were sceptical
about the panel’s role.
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Uddhav Thackeray and his
cousin Raj Thackeray of
the Maharashtra Navnir-
man Sena declared it the
victory of the unity of the

Marathi people.

The Thackeray cousins
announced that a massive
protest planned for July 5
would now be turned into
avictory rally.

However, Mr. Uddhav
Thackeray also said that

Maharashtra scraps three-language policy

the BJP was trying to draw
a wedge between Marathis
and non-Marathis in the
State, while Mr. Raj Thack-
eray EXpl'ESSEd reserva-
tions about the Narendra
Jadhav-led committee. “We
are assuming that the
three-language policy for
primary education has
been scrapped. If the go-
vernment tries to create
any mess due to the com-
mittee report, we will not
let this committee function
in Maharashtra,” he said in
a post on Facebook.

‘Pushing RSS agenda’
Experts who had cam-
paigned against the go-
vernment orders also
reacted with scepticism
about the government’s in-
tentions.

“While we are very hap-
py and the credit goes to
the unity of Marathi people

Thackeray cousins announce that protest planned
for July 5 would now be turned into a victory rally

who stood behind us, it is
likely that the government
is still trying to push this
decision. What was the
need of a committee? They
should have just an-
nounced the scrapping of
the decision,” said Laxmi-
kant Deshmukh, who
heads the Maharashtra go-
vernment’s own language
consultation committee.
“To me, it seems like the
government is trying to
push through the RSS
agenda of ‘Hindi, Hindu,
Hindustan’ We need to be
cautious,” he told The
Hindu.

Marathi Abhyas Kendra
president Deepak Pawar, a
prominent voice against
the policy, also raised con-
cerns about Dr. Jadhav’s
expertise.

EDITORIAL
» PAGE 8

HERTSE A leT-meT AfT Fr WEg fran

Maharashtra scrapped the introduction of the three-language policy for Classes 1
to 5 in State government schools on Sunday, after two months of sustained
opposition by academics, activists, and political parties, including the Nationalist
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Congress Party, which is part of the ruling coalition in the State.

HERTSE A MATR FT TG TIHR & Thell A F&TT 1§ 5 & fw ter-smmar fifer r reama w1
¥Eg X &, &Y 7l @ Rranfael, sriwaist 3k tegard) Fw ardf wfea vaehfas gl
& a0y & a1e, Y IS AT ARG TsayeT H1 AT

To decide the future of the policy, the government set up an expert committee to be
headed by economist, educationist, and former Rajya Sabha member Narendra
Jadhav.

AT F AAST A dT P & fIT TWHR 7 v s afAfa sams, fSwedr sregeran
e, Rranfag 3 g Teawe weE Aiw Sua {9 |

“The committee will look into the three-language policy, from which grade it should be
implemented. It will study the recommendations of the Mashelkar Committee report. It
will also hear those who have a different opinion. The government will accept the
Narendra Jadhav committee report,” Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis told
presspersons in Mumbai.

AT cfiet-a1eT ifey dr ST el o s wier H Fawr & @mep fwar Sier wnfew) Iw

AT ARt R 1 [AomriReit o1 sreaers el g5 e 1 w@e aral &1 o gorars
I | TR A sirerd WA Rl it wdier swval,” v geae 3dg weordi - Hes
H GTHRT Y AT

Two government orders introducing the policy for primary education, issued on April
16 and June 17, have been cancelled.

ST THeh RIET o forT 3@ T Y ST] il aTel &l TIHRY AT, S 16 e 3R 17 ST
SR fohT a1 &, 3¢ Teg Y feam arar g

“The government has put the three-language formula on hold at present. The
committee has sought three months,” a senior government official told The Hindu.

TR o RreTgTer ieT-$TmaT Bisferm TUfrd w3 o ¥ afafa & e 7l 1 gag Ao
T IR TR RGN & gt aar|

This policy will impact nearly 80 lakh primary students in the State Board’s Marathi
and English medium schools.

Ig A T a1 & ASY 3 373 AreTw THall 91T 80 AT TATAF BT Y
SaTIae |
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The three-language formula is currently implemented in secondary classes.

AIT-STNT BIHAT aTHT F ATEATAF FETAT 7 o9 5|

Opposition parties, which had burnt copies of the government orders across the State
just hours earlier on Sunday, cautiously welcomed the decision, but were sceptical
about the panel’s role.

fagaft gal o7 TAAR 1 Fo 5 Tg 81 U 91 H TSR F ST 1 gfear stems o,
3glel 30 el T WAUAYd TR 62T, Aferet affifer 1 st #t e w3g aoa
fepa|

Thackeray cousins announce that protest planned for July 5 would now be turned
into a victory rally.

ST 1T 7 BoT T o 5 e Ft gFarfaa e vaeier 1 319 faery Yo 7 9o e
SITQTT |

Reactions of Political Leaders and Experts on Scrapping of Language
Policy

&t Sifer 3 g fFT S 9X Terelifae Aansit ik eyt Fr gfafrarne

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Uddhav Thackeray and his cousin Raj Thackeray of the
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena declared it the victory of the unity of the Marathi
people.

@ (Ziéh) & AT 3qua S 3N 37 T HS TS ST (GRS A TATOT Hal) &
SH AN SATdT Y ThdT I SHid ST

The Thackeray cousins announced that a massive protest planned for July 5 would
now be turned into a victory rally.

ST HT3AT = YOI 1 foh 5 S[eIT$ FY SFarfad a37 faer veeker e oo Yo & sger fear
ST

However, Mr. Uddhav Thackeray also said that the BJP was trying to draw a wedge
between Marathis and non-Marathis in the State.

gTeliTen, Al 3EUT 31T =1 TE T e [ sToraT T 3 ANfsAr 3R dv-wufsat & fia we
STelet T RITAA FI T B
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Mr. Raj Thackeray expressed reservations about the Narendra Jadhav-led
committee.

i TS T o AYG AT F Afed qTelt WATT T 39 FaT$|

“We are assuming that the three-language policy for primary education has been
scrapped. If the government tries to create any mess due to the committee report, we
will not let this committee function in Maharashtra,” he said in a post on Facebook.

“GH ATTR I Ig & Toh WA fAe® et & fore dier-ammar #Aifer &7 e X fear = g1 3%
TSR FATT FY RUE F FROT FIS 71563 et T HIFAT FAT &, dF g5 39 TfATT Fi
HERTSE H HTH oAE1 il G1,” 3ogiel PAGH T Ueh UIEC H T |

‘Pushing RSS agenda’
‘HRUHTH FT ToisT YIet F HIfALw

Experts who had campaigned against the government orders also reacted with
scepticism about the government’s intentions.

WHR & AT & T@Th TR Terrat arel fArwaAT 7 off T 1 #2AT T I TeE
S|

“While we are very happy and the credit goes to the unity of Marathi people who stood
behind us, it is likely that the government is still trying to push this decision.

& T G € 3 SHH AT 7S At Y vl Y A § S EHAR W @S T, At
VT 91T & o TXhR 319 3 39 thaor & 3 Iare Y FRAA FTET 8

What was the need of a committee? They should have just announced the scrapping
of the decision,” said Laxmikant Deshmukh, who heads the Maharashtra
government’s own language consultation committee.

afafa i I & 7 A2 37 % T8 DT FHer oY fon thaer “teg a fear s g,
UHT gl TEHIRIT SUAW =, ST HERTSE FIHI hY 19T RAet ARATY o6 vog @ &

“To me, it seems like the government is trying to push through the RSS agenda of
‘Hindi, Hindu, Hindustan’. We need to be cautious,” he told The Hindu.
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‘B TIT Ig 0T oeTen ¢ o e Y, g, Rgrarer arel smvwew waist &1 e &
IR Y TET & | & A @l I TN §,” 381 § /3¢ ! I |

« Marathi Abhyas Kendra president Deepak Pawar, a prominent voice against the
policy, also raised concerns about Dr. Jadhav’s expertise.

FUSY HEAAT &g & HeTeT 9T IaR, i1 58 ATl & AT Teh YoE 37TaTST I8 8, 3o6100
$iY =T, STerg Y RALAYFIaT ) waTe 38|

People take to the streets
in Kolkata, add intensity
to protests over gang rape

femmmssssemmmemssssammmg
i
'

GS Paper |I: Statutory Bodies

KOLKATA

People from all walks of life
on Sunday joined protests
against the gang rape of a
law college student in Kol-
kata.

Protests were held out-
side South Calcutta Law
College where the alleged
crime had taken place on
June 25 and the Kasba pol-
ice station, where the FIR
has been registered.

By evening, protests
spilled to different parts of
the city, including Jadav-
pur, Rashbehari, and Harz-
ra. Supporters of “Abhaya
Mancha” a group created
after the rape and murder
of a trainee doctor at R.G.
Kar Hospital and Medical
College on August 9, 2024,
participated in the prot-
ests, along with students
and the elderly.

While activists of politi-
cal parties have been prot-
esting over the past few
days since the incident
came to light, common pe-
ople joined the protests on
Sunday.

Earlier in the day, Na-
tional Commission for Wo-
men (NCW) member Ar-
chana Majumdar visited
the law college, and said
the police could not pro-

v

NCW member Archana Majumdar, centre, leaves after visiting the

South Kolkata Law College, where a student was gang raped. PTI

vide her with the details of
the whereabouts of the
survivor. NCW chairperson
Vijaya Rahatkar had writ-
ten to the Chief Secretary
seeking cooperation from
the State government so
that Dr. Majumdar can
have access to the site of
the crime and the survivor.

“Yesterday till midnight
I spoke to the victim’s pa-
rents. I told them I would
come and meet them. This
morning, when we tried to
reach them, they did not
pick up the phone. When I
asked the police, they said
they didn’t know. When I
asked SP Baruipur, he said
their house was under lock
and key,” Dr. Majumdar
said.

The NCW member also
said that some rooms at
the law college, which is

the scene of the crime,
were locked and she was
not allowed to
photograph.

Four persons, including
two present students and
an ex-student and a securi-
ty guard of the law college,
have been arrested by the
Kolkata Police.

The survivor, in her
complaint, said that she
was sexually assaulted by
one person while two oth-
ers stood outside.

The medico-legal exami-
nation and the recording of
the statement by the survi-
vor under Section 183 of
BNSS have been complet-
ed.

Meanwhile, the Kolkata
Police have increased the
number of officers in the
special investigation team
to probe the crime to nine.

People take to the streets in
Kolkata, add intensity to
protests over gang rape

PIThIdT A 9T S W 3N,
ﬁ%ﬁqﬁmﬁuaah’fas’rgé
Sdeadr

People from all walks of life on
Sunday joined protests against the
gang rape of a law college student in
Kolkata.

R # faffiest qait & o Frawrar
Teh Hefel Hieiol 1 BT & T §C
AT & Y # vl # enfae gol

. Protests were held outside South
Calcutta Law College where the alleged
crime had taken place on June 25 and the
Kasba police station, where the FIR has
been registered.

25 ST Y AT IR & Tl AEY
ﬁmaﬁﬁﬁasﬂ?aﬁFlRaﬁgé%,
FHET YT & S8 el 3mAford e arv|

. By evening, protests spilled to
different parts of the city, including
Jadavpur, Rashbehari, and Harzra.
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o Supporters of “Abhaya Mancha”, a group created after the rape and murder of a
trainee doctor at R.G. Kar Hospital and Medical College on August 9, 2024,
participated in the protests, along with students and the elderly.

“ITIAT AT & AT, ST 9 T 2024 F 3. SN, FI JETAT 3R ARF Fiest H T
TfR1E] STeFe & AT §T ghehat 3R §edT o o1 SATT 1T, BTN A AT S A1 eeleT &
AT 8T

 While activists of political parties have been protesting over the past few days since
the incident came to light, common people joined the protests on Sunday.

T o TehII F 37T & F1E oo T &A1 & Aeteifas gall & Friwar Jadie a & 3,
aﬁmmma#qa%hﬁamgm

o Earlier in the day, NCW member Archana Majumdar visited the law college, and said
the police could not provide her with the details of the whereabouts of the survivor.

fereT <PY QL& 3TT 31 TSET ARG AT (NCW) B T el HSHER o horoT T GRT
feram 3R et o gforr 3¢ o<l g8 BT & foar o1 1S FaraRoT =78 & wehr|

e NCW chairperson Vijaya Rahatkar had written to the Chief Secretary seeking
cooperation from the State government so that Dr. Majumdar can have access to the
site of the crime and the survivor.

NCW 3re7aTT fasrT Tgae o F&T Wia 1 o Tolgent T TIHR I GE1eT hr H7T HY
T 1. ASAER T AR T R o<l ST eh TGt 1 1efA T AT &l

o ““*Yesterday till midnight | spoke to the victim’s parents. | told them | would come and
meet them. This morning, when we tried to reach them, they did not pick up the phone.
When | asked the police, they said they didn’t know. When | asked SP Baruipur, he said
their house was under lock and key,” Dr. Majumdar said.

‘gl el T G Aol NSAT & ATT-FAr & a1 Fr| A 3¢ A 3114 &7 arer fomam|
AfeheT HTST YT ST GH o8 HUh ol ehT HITALN T, AN 3ogiol YT 761 ISMAT| ST Hol
YfH @ Yo, ot Sogiel gl HI$ AR 761 SP THEYT A ST YO, Al Seg1o1 gl 3eTehl BT
are @ 9 5, 3T, ASHER A T
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e The NCW member also said that some rooms at the law college, which is the scene
of the crime, were locked and she was not allowed to photograph.

NCW HEF o Ig &1 gl Toh FifcrsT & F6 FAY, ST HYUY T &, drarag I 3R 3¢
PICTATEHY T IeTAT T & TS|

o Four persons, including two present students, an ex-student, and a security guard
of the law college, have been arrested by the Kolkata Police.

FIAFTAT GIAH o1 FIoeT Ploter & al ANS[GT B, Teh YJ-8TH 3} Teh &I 1S Higed TR
st &1 TR & g

e« The survivor, in her complaint, said that she was sexually assaulted by one person
while two others stood outside.

T BET o 39T AR 7 g1 [ v cafead o 3¢ Il g fovar et aY 37 I’
T2 |

o The medico-legal examination and the recording of the statement by the survivor
under Section 183 of BNSS have been completed.

RfFcar-dunfaes st 31K BNSS &Y RT 183 & 3ided ad) SET ST 93T gof &Y [o1dT 31T
gl

« Meanwhile, the Kolkata Police have increased the number of officers in the special
investigation team to nine.

S8 T, Frawrar gfaw o [y s dw 7 srfreRat fr s wr Jt e g
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t will be a year since the three criminal
laws which replaced the British-era
enacted laws came into effect. Last year,
the central government replaced the
Indian Penal Code with the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), the Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC) with the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS) and the Indian Evidence Act, 1872
with the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA).
Policemen are gradually getting used to the new
provisions. As most first information reports
(FIRs) are registered through the Crime and
Criminal Tracking Network and Systems (CCTNS),
which is one of the pillars of the Inter-operable
Criminal Justice System (ICJS), a smooth
transition from the previous provisions of the
laws to the new ones has been essential for the
implementation of the new laws at the police
station level. FIRs registered at zero are being
routed to the police station of their jurisdiction
through the CCTNS, albeit only within a State.
The credit for this milestone goes to the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA).

A significant development in policing has been
the implementation of the ‘e-Sakshya’, which is a
mobile application to collect and preserve
evidence in real time. This app has been
developed by the National Informatics Centre
(NIC) in consultation with the MHA. The NIC is
also the nodal agency for the implementation of
the ICJS, which connects police (through the
CCTNS) with the other pillars, namely, forensic
science laboratories (FSLs), prosecution, jails and
courts. While the transition to the new provisions
of law is a mechanical exercise, it is the
‘e-Sakshya’ which is making a big difference on
the ground. Feedback from the investigating
officers (I0s) who are at the helm in
implementing the new laws is important.

Mandatory recording of pictures and videos
The BNSS makes it mandatory for the I0 to
record certain processes using audio-video
electronic means. Under some provisions, the
use of such electronic means is optional. The
‘e-Sakshya’ app caters to six provisions of the law
which include the recording of search and seizure
through audio-video electronic means (a new
provision under Section 105 of the BNSS), search
by a police officer (under Section 185 of the
BNSS), videography of the scene of crime (under
Section 176 of the BNSS), recording of a statement
(under Section 173 of the BNSS), recording of a
statement (under Section 180 of the BNSS) and
order of custody and disposal of property
pending trial in some cases (under Section 497 of
the BNSS).

Though the trial of the most heinous offences
registered under the BNS is yet to be completed
in order to review the overall impact of
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‘e-Sakshya’ on conviction, 10s are glad to be able
to use it to capture pictures and videos on the
spot, with geo-coordinates and a time stamp. For
the public, this has enhanced visibility of the
entire process of search and seizure. I0s are
hopeful that witnesses (captured in photos and
videos) cannot deny their presence at the scene
of crime. Further, I0s cannot even (unofficially)
depute their subordinates to carry out an
investigation in their name. The provision of
capturing a ‘selfie’ by the I0 has been a deterrent
and is likely to improve the overall quality of an
investigation.

Similarly, the mandatory visit of an FSL expert
to the scene of crime (Section 176 of the BNSS) is
proving beneficial to the police. While the
forensic infrastructure has not changed much in
the last year, the 10 now ensures that the scene of
crime is mandatorily inspected by an FSL expert.
There is also the use of a police dog at the scene
of crime, which is useful in tracking suspects. The
move to have a Central Forensic Science
Laboratory (CFSL) and National Forensic Science
University (NFSU) in Raipur, Chhattisgarh, which
was announced by the Union Home Minister,
Amit Shah, is a step that will help strengthen the
forensic infrastructure.

The impediments

However, more still needs to be done. While
pictures and videos captured using ‘e-Sakshya’
are stored in the National Government Cloud
(NGC) through ‘Sakshya lockers’, courts are yet to
start directly accessing such pictures and videos
through the ICJS. Many I0s make a copy through
the CCTNS (which is linked to the NGC) and
submit a pen drive or a similar electronic device
in court, along with the final report of the case.
While the integrity of evidence is not
questionable in this process, the duplication of
work and unnecessary expenditure incurred in
the procurement of pen-drives needs to be
checked. Moreover, 10s use their personal mobile
phones to capture pictures and videos. Those
who did have an android phone have had to buy
a new mobile because the ‘e-Sakshya’ can only be
downloaded in mobile phones with Android
version 10 and a minimum storage space of 1 GB.
Some police stations have been given one tablet
only, which is clearly not sufficient as each police
station has more than one 10.

While each video could be of a duration of four
minutes (maximum), there is no limit on the
number of videos that can be taken. In case of a
linked FIR, there is no provision to delete a
picture or video that has not been recorded well.
However, if an FIR is not linked, any picture or
video can be deleted and recaptured. However, a
maximum of five Sakshya IDs (SIDs) could be
generated in the off-line (FIR not linked) mode. In

such cases, the pictures and the videos need to
be uploaded whenever the 10 reaches a network
area in order to make space to capture additional
pictures and videos with a fresh SID.

There are examples of accused persons being
reluctant to be captured electronically when
pointing out the spot where murder weapons
have been hidden or when producing prohibited
drugs. However, ‘e-Sakshya’ could prove tobe a
game-changing tool in improving investigations
and ensuring convictions.

Though ‘e-Sakshya’ has a provision to
automatically generate a hash value (using
SHA256 function) and mandatory certificate (to
authenticate the secondary electronic evidence),
cyber-crimes which involve the seizure of
electronic evidence need an expert who could
offer a definite opinion and depose in a court of
law. Therefore, State labs (including the one in
Chhattisgarh) which are yet to be notified under
the IT Act, need to get their cyber forensic
laboratories soon.

While small thefts (of a value less than T5000)
are not being registered as a cognisable offence
under the ambiguous proviso to sub-section (1) of
Section 303 of the BNS, petty organised offences
under Section 112 of the BNS are registered (for
some offences such as gambling) despite the
definition being open ended and vague.

The new Section 530 of the BNSS provides for
the recording of evidence and examination of
witnesses (including an I0) through video
conferencing, but such a practice has not yet
become the norm. Similarly, while I0s seem
satisfied with the implementation of the
seven-day limit under Section 184 of the BNSS for
forwarding the medical examination report of a
rape survivor by a medical practitioner to the
police, their major grievance of getting the post
mortem report in time has not be resolved. The
MedLEaPR (Medico Legal Examination and Post
Mortemn Reports System), which is a web-based
application developed by the NIC Haryana is
under testing in Chhattisgarh. This will enable the
health department to create and forward medical
examination reports and post-mortem reports.
more quickly to the police through CCTNS.

Need for feedback

Since all States and Union Territories are
implementing the new laws, there is a need for
feedback to review ease of implementation and
carry out changes to minimise the practical
problems that 10s face and also overcome the
legal obstacles in courts. In addition, more
resources need to be allocated for forensics and
information and communication technologies.
This will ensure that 10s do not have to use their
personal gadgets for official processes and that
each district has a separate mobile FSL unit.

A year later — colonial-era laws to new criminal codes

U q¥ 971G — 3UTAAAFTellT Fefail § AT AT Fig13it aa

It will be a year since the three criminal laws which replaced the British-era
enacted laws came into effect.

et 3o FeaAT & fafeer FTeller F(AT F agaa F a1g I U a¥ I Y SATTaT
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o Last year, the central government replaced the Indian Penal Code with the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) with the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) and the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 with the
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA).

o Y, g THER 3 AT &2 GiRar F AR =7 @iRar (BNS) &, &8 wikar wfear
(CrPC) &I Rl AR HX&T Wiy (BNSS) ¥, 3R sivelrr wner srfafarsr, 1872 &r
ST w1ey rfAfa"s (BSA) & sge feam|

e Policemen are gradually getting used to the new provisions.

gieraa#T €R-¢ 70 graemet & 3aed 8 W E

o As most first information reports (FIRs) are registered through the Crime and
Criminal Tracking Network and Systems (CCTNS), which is one of the pillars of the
Inter-operable Criminal Justice System (ICJS), a smooth transition from the previous
provisions of the laws to the new ones has been essential for the implementation of
the new laws at the police station level.

Ik 31freRTer worer Faa RlE (FIRs) 1 3rarrer AR 3o e Aead sk R

(CCTNS) & ATETH ol fohaT ST &, ST o Se-3iTa¥aer 3MIUTAe «41 Jorrel) (ICJS)

T Teh FIH &, SHTAT I FUT TR IR Mo Flofell & AT graerit 7 glafera waiaor
3T g1 AT g |

e FIRs registered at zero are being routed to the police station of their jurisdiction
through the CCTNS, albeit only within a State.

T GX &t Y 1§ FIRs 1 T & oy Fafla gfarw Teer oh CCTNS & ATeas & diam
CIRGES

e The credit for this milestone goes to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).
SH YA T A I[g HATT (MHA) &I STl &

Implementation of ‘e-Sakshya’

‘$-FI&T’ HT FATeadel

o A significant development in policing has been the implementation of the ‘e-Sakshya’,
which is a mobile application to collect and preserve evidence in real time.

gfere saaear A Us Agca Ul {4 §-01e T i+ §, St aafad §HT H qiey
THAT 3 TAT A & T v Aarger vicaanerT 2
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e This app has been developed by the National Informatics Centre (NIC) in consultation
with the MHA.

SH VT ! TSGR Fae1T faaAret Fe (NIC) & 8 FHATET o GAST 4 faenfare foham & |

e The NIC is also the nodal agency for the implementation of the ICJS, which connects
police (via CCTNS) with forensic science laboratories (FSLs), prosecution, jails,
and courts.

NIC ICJS ¥ Frifeadet & [T aise TolH o §, S I (CCTNS & ATETsr /) &t
BRIAF S8 (FSLs), fatere, ster 3K =amarert ¥ sisdr &1

o While the transition to the new provisions of law is a mechanical exercise, it is the ‘e-
Sakshya’ which is making a big difference on the ground.

ST Ueh 3R ST Shlsfeil H TR Ueh A GRFAT §, T81 “§-HIeT ST IR a7 9gard off
w®IE

o Feedback from the investigating officers (I0s) who are at the helm in implementing the
new laws is important.

AT FIfaAl P A e AT AT HTAFRAT (10s) & yrect GfafFar Fgeaqo’ |

Mandatory recording of pictures and videos

aEIRY 3R AfzAr A Ffaard Reaifder

e The BNSS makes it mandatory for the 10 to record certain processes using audio-
video electronic means.

BNSS & 37aR S JrfasrY &1 o gishansit o sitfEar-difzar saeeiias areaa @
RIS Fta A g

« Under some provisions, the use of such electronic means is optional.

S VU] & dgd, 51 el ATETAT &l IUANT dHfeq ¢ |

e The ‘e-Sakshya’ app caters to six provisions of the law which include:

§-T1EA XY FHlol F B TAHTEAT h! U HLAT &, ToraeT anfAe §:
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o Recording of search and seizure through audio-video means (Section 105,
BNSS)

aemeft 3l Srech Fr itfEA-AifzaY AveTHT @ RpifEar (URT 105, BNSS)

o Search by a police officer (Section 185, BNSS)
ferdlr gferer arfrsrrdl carr demeft (4T 185, BNSS)

o Videography of the scene of crime (Section 176, BNSS)
3rqRrer Ty A3 Repifdar (amT 176, BNSS)

o Recording of a statement (Section 173, BNSS)
T Y RIS (YRT 173, BNSS)

o Order of custody and disposal of property pending trial in some cases
(Section 497, BNSS)

Fo A 7 AT 1 R 3R waror F e wa AEaror # g (arT 497,
BNSS)

o Though the trial of the most heinous offences under the BNS is yet to be completed,
IOs are glad to use it to capture pictures and videos on the spot, with geo-
coordinates and a time stamp.

greiifeh BNS & Jcflel §adt rerer 3rawrelf o o1e7or 3780 oY o7 gU &, @ifhed 10s 58 ¥ el
T & a3 iR A & forv sitnfaes wurer 3R ao i 73 & 9y 39T F 9T IR

gl

e For the public, this has enhanced visibility of the entire process of search and
seizure.

SToTdT & Torw, 6 aemelt 3 Sreelt & it afgar i arafiar a6 8

e |Os are hopeful that witnesses (captured in photos and videos) cannot deny their
presence at the scene of crime.

10s T 351G & o aFdRT 3T A 7 &g Tramg r0eh Alegaft & saFR AL HT A
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e Further, I0s cannot even (unofficially) depute their subordinates to carry out an
investigation in their name.

P 3TclaT, 10s 3 3791 e AEAY i 3791 AT W (AATGIRE T F) T FA & fov

e The provision of capturing a ‘selfie’ by the 10 has been a deterrent and is likely to
improve the overall quality of an investigation.

|0 EaRT ‘WehY’ A FT JGUT Teh NHYTH o7 I1AT ¢ 3R Jg ST T Foel J0TGT FI g}
oAl HehelT & |

Forensic advancements and infrastructure
BRIAF Yorfa 31X erET

o The mandatory visit of an FSL expert to the scene of crime (Section 176, BNSS) is
proving beneficial to the police.

FSL farerest &7 3rommer Tl o rfavard 3afeyfer (umr 176, BNSS) qford & T amsrany
GECREEE]

o While the forensic infrastructure has not changed much in the last year, the 10 now
ensures that the scene of crime is mandatorily inspected by an FSL expert.

mwﬁﬁﬁmwﬁa@mﬁaﬁm%ﬂﬂaﬂlo Ig gAREd A & T
YT TI X FSL fFerwa i srfaart s gl

e There is also the use of a police dog at the scene of crime, which is useful in tracking
suspects.

3TORTE T G GFo 37T 7 87 39T 81 ¥@T 8, S Wik 7 aar erenet 7 suAeh B
e The move to have a Central Forensic Science Laboratory (CFSL) and National
Forensic Science University (NFSU) in Raipur, Chhattisgarh, announced by Union

Home Minister Amit Shah, is a step that will help strengthen the forensic
infrastructure.

EHA HAT AT GIRT TAYR, BTG H FAT BRI AT yremar (CFSL) 3R
T BRIAF faae faeafaearera (NFSU) T1fa ate &1 9lvuT Ueh 0T e H ¢ Sif
BRIAE ST F AT H H Heg H|
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The impediments

3T

e While pictures and videos captured using ‘e-Sakshya’ are stored in the National
Government Cloud (NGC) through ‘Sakshya lockers’, courts are yet to start directly
accessing such pictures and videos through the ICJS.

gTelifeh ‘S-HTE’ & ATETH J ofY 715 JEAR 3R NfeA ‘a1 AT F SIRT AqAd Taeidle
Fa133 (NGC) # TIEId a1 &, afdheT =amamery 313 o 5% ICJS & AreyH § AY vy
qE AR &

e Many IOs make a copy through the CCTNS (linked to NGC) and submit a pen drive or
similar electronic device in court, along with the final report.

s ST TSR (10s) CCTNS F ATETH T Teh DIl ST IeT 3159 IT TATH FAFelah
fSarsw & ary e A 3ifasw RO srererd 7 wedd = 8|

o While the integrity of evidence is not questionable, duplication of work and
unnecessary expenditure on pen drives needs to be checked.

glelifeh I Y HWSAT TR HATA gl §, oHfehet HIA AT Gargfr 3N reTraeds @ 1 Ueht
ST =g T

e 10s use their personal mobile phones to capture pictures and videos.

|0s aEdi 31T ifzA A= & T 379 SAfFToTa A1 BT 7 37T FIA &

e Those without a compatible Android phone have had to buy new phones, as ‘e-
Sakshya’ only runs on Android version 10 or higher with 1 GB minimum storage.

fSieTah ITe 3Ugercl USTSS WieT w161 UT, 3og AT Wit WG IsT AT ‘§-H18T’ ol U3iss
HEHTOT 10 AT 3HY 3T 3N 7eTaH 1 GB FERST dTel it 3 <ol &

e Some police stations have only one tablet, which is not sufficient as each station has
more than one IO.

Fo Ifow Tl F1 Fad U Sadie e §, S oiTed 781 § FifF e A v @
378 10 BT &

¢ While each video can be four minutes maximum, there is no limit on the number of
videos.
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Jcdeh AIT3aY ST e AT IR AT & Thal g, olfehe AIfST I T&AT W HIg AT
C RS
e In case of a linked FIR, there is no provision to delete a poorly recorded picture or
video.
Ifg FIR fAFs & af TUe ddish & Reprs &1 315 aTdiX a1 if3a) Y geret T F1E yraene g
gl

o |Ifthe FIR is not linked, any picture or video can be deleted and recaptured.

Ife FIR s s1g1 &, Y IS off avdit ar Aif3at gers 3ilv ganT o ST el £

e A maximum of five Sakshya IDs (SIDs) can be generated in offline (not linked) mode.

Jiwarsd (e 781) Az 7 31Ras 9 |1e 3mé (SID) §aT0 317 Fohd &

¢ In such cases, pictures and videos must be uploaded later from a network area to free
up space.

QA AT H, Aead &7 F ggaet TN IR NI a1 # 3rveis fov ST1a § arfeh 75
RepiiSer & fIT TATT 39eretr 81

¢ Accused persons are sometimes reluctant to be captured electronically when pointing
out murder weapons or producing prohibited drugs.

ST IR gt & gRART a1 AfRey gow &1 fTwrd §, af 3 gaaei@s &7 & e g 7
Ifareg® g g

o Still, ‘e-Sakshya’ could prove to be a game-changing tool in investigations and
convictions.

ST STaSlG, ‘S-ATey g 3R QA 7 vk IRadaHRY 3uFor Arfed & TR g

e ‘e-Sakshya’ can automatically generate a hash value using the SHA256 function and
a mandatory certificate to authenticate secondary electronic evidence.

S-H18T’ SHA256 Bl & ATCH § g2l deg 3N gl saacias aag  yafora
HeT o ol rfAar YA Fad: 3cUed H ThdT g

e However, cyber-crimes involving electronic evidence require experts to offer definite
opinions and testify in court.
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gTeliTeh, Foeiierd HIed § 53 ATFaT IoRTelt & forw Ryl i smaeasar g & s
forfRera & 3 srerera 7 At &

o State labs (like in Chhattisgarh) need to have cyber forensic laboratories and be
notified under the IT Act.

AT #T ofeq (ST Beleg ) F1 AEET vae & dgd AR IR FsaR GRAF A
gafSSId gl =g Ul

Legal ambiguities and gaps

FTelAT HETSCAT AR WAt

o Small thefts (less than ¥5000) are not registered as cognisable offences under
Section 303(1) of BNS due to an ambiguous proviso.

Z5000 T F3 T DIET TRY I BNS FY RT 303(1) o IEISE YTGETA b HROT FHIT 319Ter
& T H gof A8! fohaT ST BT &

e« However, petty organised offences (like gambling) are registered under Section 112
of BNS, despite vague definitions.

gTCAITh, [T I BIE WIITSA 3TRTET T BNS Y RT 112 F 6l Gof 19T ST 6T &, ST feh
SeTehl qRETST HETSE & |

o Section 530 of BNSS provides for recording evidence and withess examination via
video conferencing, but it is not yet routine.

BNSS &Y &RT 530 & AT Fieh AT & ATegd § e 3 Irarg) Y i 7 sTaear g,
AfheT T 3730 ATAT 31T AT B

o |Os are satisfied with the seven-day limit under Section 184 of BNSS for sending rape
survivor medical reports, but timely post-mortem reports remain a problem.

|Os TRT 184, BNSS & dgd TdlchR Nf3ar Hr RifFrcar RaxE e fr 7-Ra frdar o
HISC §, oot Wireaes Rué wore o a7t et 81

e MedLEaPR (Medico Legal Examination and Post Mortem Reports System) developed
by NIC Haryana is under testing in Chhattisgarh.

NIC gRamm garT [dsid MedLEaPR YoTTell &l Seliaarg # q0870T Il a7 &
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e This will allow the health department to quickly forward medical and post-mortem
reports to police via CCTNS.

sad Fareey e Rifter it dreeanés Ralel w1 CCTNS & Areas @ gfed &t asr &
ST FehaTT|

Need for feedback
gfafear Y smaegsdar

¢ As all States and Union Territories implement the new laws, feedback is needed to
review ease of implementation and address practical and legal issues.

o gl T 3R &g AT W& AT FlofeT ol X @ &, A HAeader hr giyem 3R
YR T Flefel! TAEATIHT & FAT & fow gfafemar smaeas &

o More resources are needed for forensics and information and communication
technologies (ICT).

BRA® 3N Faar va AR dig@ @ (ICT) & forw 31 wam=t i sraeaswar g |

o This will ensure that I0s do not have to use their personal gadgets for official work and
that each district has a mobile FSL unit.

ST IE YA 19T % |0s Y 39 SATFAINT ITHIVI T STATT oAgT el T3 3 &Y
e 3 e Alarger BRFAF AT 8
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he Finance Minister recently introduced a
T proposal in Parliament to allow tax

authorities to access, under the
Income-Tax Bill, 2025, an individual’s “virtual
digital space” during search and seizure
operations. The justification is straightforward: as
financial activity moves online, so must
enforcement. However, this glosses over the
far-reaching implications of such a shift, which
raises significant concerns about privacy,
overreach, and surveillance.

A blurring, open-ended

Currently, India’s tax law already provides for
search and seizure under Section 132 of the
Income-Tax Act, 1961. But those powers are
limited to physical space such as a house, office,
and locker. Since such operations are based on
suspicion of undisclosed income or assets, there
is a connection between the objective, which is
finding undisclosed income and getting access to
physical assets.

The new Bill, however, blurs this link by
including an individual’s digital presence which is
not only vast but often contains much more than
what is relevant to a tax investigation. Without
clear limits, such access can lead to
disproportionate intrusion. For example, under
the existing regime, what could be searched was
what concerned only the individual under
investigation. In contrast, digital spaces involve
multiple stakeholders. Accessing a social media
account also exposes friends, family, and
professional contacts, through photographs and
pOsts.

The proposed definition of ‘virtual digital
space’ includes access to emails, personal cloud
drives, social media accounts, digital application
platforms, and more. Crucially, the phrase “any
other space of similar nature” makes the list
open-ended, potentially covering a wide range of
digital platforms. Additionally, the proposed
provision empowers tax authorities to override
access codes to gain entry into electronic devices
or virtual digital spaces. It still remains unclear
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The proposal to
access an
individual's
‘virtual digital
space’ raises
significant
concerns about
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overreach,

and surveillance

though how this power will be operationalised in
practice particularly in cases involving encrypted
messaging apps such as WhatsApp, as explicitly
cited by the Finance Minister in Parliament.

The problem becomes even more of a concern
when the individual involved is a professional
whose work requires confidentiality. For
instance, journalists whose devices and emails
hold sensitive information, including confidential
sources, unpublished material, and protected
communications. If a search is conducted on
flimsy or overly broad grounds, it not only
violates their privacy but also endangers their
ability to undertake reporting. Recognising the
risks, the Supreme Court of India, in 2023,
circulated interim guidelines on the seizure of
digital devices and directed the Union
Government to contemplate formulating
necessary protocols. Moreaver, the judicial
interpretation of “reason to believe” emphasises
the need for tangible material beyond mere
suspicion. Even under existing law, courts have
construed that the provision ought to be
exercised strictly, acknowledging that search and
seizure is a serious invasion of privacy.

A violation of transparency, accountability
Yet, the proposed provision goes against these
principles and is devoid of guardrails, judicial
oversight, and has a lack of understanding of the
stakes. It fails to acknowledge, let alone address,
the sheer breadth and layered sensitivity of
information stored on electronic devices. In line
with the current law, the proposed provision
prohibits disclosure of the “reason to believe”
clearly violating principles of transparency and
accountability.

Globally, privacy and transparency standards
in search and seizure, especially where digital
devices are involved, are grounded in statutory
protections and procedural safeguards. In
Canada, Section 8 of the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms guarantees the right to be secure
against “unreasonable search or seizure”. It is
designed to prevent unjustified searches and sets

a three-part default standard: prior authorisation;
approval by a neutral and impartial judicial
authority; and reasonable and probable grounds.
In the United States, the Taxpayer Bill of Rights,
adopted by the Internal Revenue Service, affirms
that taxpayers have the right to expect that any
inquiry or enforcement action will be legally
compliant and will not be more intrusive than
necessary following due process rights, including
search and seizure protections. The U.S. Supreme
Court’s decision in Riley vs California also
necessitated a warrant before accessing digital
data, given the deeply personal nature of
information stored on phones and devices.

Contradiction of proportionality test

In contrast, India’s proposed Income Tax
provision grants sweeping access to digital
personal data without warrants, relevance
thresholds, or any distinction between financial
and non-financial information. This directly
contradicts the proportionality test upheld by the
Supreme Court in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.)
vs Union Of India. The Court has held that any
restriction to an individual’s privacy must meet a
four-fold test, of which proportionality was key,
requiring state action to pursue a legitimate aim,
satisfy necessity and adopt the least intrusive
means available. Allowing unfettered access to
personal digital data, in the absence of judicial
oversight or safeguards, fails this standard.

The way forward is not to abandon digital
enforcement altogether. Rather, it is to root it
firmly in principles of proportionality, legality,
and transparency. The right to privacy cannot
and must not be eroded under the garb of
regulatory action. Unchecked surveillance in the
name of compliance is not governance but
overreach. There is hope that the Select
Committee which is currently reviewing the Bill
narrows the definition of ‘virtual digital space’,
and mandates prior judicial warrants and
disclosure of reasons for such access to digital
content in addition to establishing mechanisms of
redress for aggrieved individuals.

Revisit digital search powers under the I-T Bill 2025
3m$-&r fada 2025 & ded Bforeer qemeft afFaat i gadahan

Y

The Finance Minister recently introduced a proposal in Parliament to allow tax
authorities to access, under the Income-Tax Bill, 2025, an individual’s “virtual
digital space” during search and seizure operations.

faa 7 F grer & F wwe A 3w RAdw, 2025 F @ga Gie AR e FRAfREt &
Rt SafFerd "aarer ffSiee T340 do T AR A Iga Y AT &1 H7 96

ger fram|

o The justification is straightforward: as financial activity moves online, so must
enforcement.
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S elAT BIATT|

However, this glosses over the far-reaching implications of such a shift, which raises
significant concerns about privacy, overreach, and surveillance.

gTelifeh, Tg deoitd MYsIar, 3ifasaor 31 AaRE &) Jot 373 At 3caeT ear g
3R 5% TR wermat FF ASR3iETS IRAT &

A blurring, open-ended
UF TS 3R Gt g

Currently, India’s tax law already provides for search and seizure under Section 132 of
the Income-Tax Act, 1961.

AT &, SR T HIFT FTefeT Tool F & AT Arfafaaa, 1961 iy 4wy 132 & dga
@ 3 Sreelt 1 AT ST B

But those powers are limited to physical space such as a house, office, and locker.
Afehet I ATFATT hael WX, FRTAT 3R AT o1 Ko Tg=IT T & DTAT 8|

Since such operations are based on suspicion of undisclosed income or assets,
there is a connection between the objective and access to physical assets.

Hfeh I AT o AT AT WU & WeF TR TR el &, AT 3eged 3R silfaw
HT T 9ET & ST T FeT @i B

The new Bill blurs this link by including digital presence, which is vast and often
contains much more than what is relevant to a tax investigation.

1T fI9TF 5T TIY T HHAR T § Fifh Ig e safeafa #F anfad Farg, s
RFga g € 3R 3 T 39 § 310 TRy @ gl

Without clear limits, such access can lead to disproportionate intrusion.
Fgse QAT & AT A, VA IET HcTTUH FEARIT HT HROT If Fehell &1

Under the existing regime, what could be searched was what concerned only the
individual under investigation.

AISIET SHSEAT & g, Sha ol 3H ShTad $T SRR T ST Fehcll AT ST ST & 3refler 7|
In contrast, digital spaces involve multiple stakeholders.
g8 [audia, Rfoes vuel & #§ Raurs arfda ga £

Accessing a social media account exposes friends, family, and professional
contacts through photographs and posts.

wmmmmﬁqgaam,wmmmmﬁﬁmmmwm
HIH 31T ehdl &
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e The proposed definition of ‘virtual digital space’ includes emails, personal cloud
drives, social media accounts, digital application platforms, and more.

SEdTiad "agarer Bforee ¥w & aRenst # §A«, sufFaera Fon3s 315a, Were Afzar
IrF13e, Bfoed ¥u cewit 3nfe anfAe g

e The phrase “any other space of similar nature” makes the list open-ended,
potentially covering a wide range of digital platforms.

"FHl YR & R 3T TUA" S erec] & Jg L WA g Sl 8 3R Bfereer
CATHIFY HT AT @ T FHA T Fohcll 5

e Additionally, the provision empowers tax authorities to override access codes to gain
entry into electronic devices or digital spaces.

maﬁﬁw,wmﬂmmwmmmmqu@%
o7 v 1z FY RfFAR F=1 Hr afFa ar gl

e It remains unclear how this power will be operationalised, especially with encrypted
messaging apps like WhatsApp, as cited by the Finance Minister.

I T 81 & oI5 AfFT HQ @y 1 Sreeh, FAveT WhatsApp Sid tiesees Aafsier
VY & ATHAT H, o1 b @ J50Y oF samm|

Implications for professionals

Jerat & T germa

e The problem worsens when the individual is a professional whose work involves
confidentiality.

FHEGT T 3TN 37101 81 ST © ST e iebe] IS YRR 81T &, Torgeht s Adefiaar & st
gl gl

e Forinstance, journalists whose devices and emails contain sensitive information,
including confidential sources, unpublished material, and protected
communications.

3CTEX0T & foIT, AR F 3Ta0T 3T A F FagaTeier AhrY gic §, 58 6 s
|, TR Fralt 3R FIET Far|

e A search on flimsy or overly broad grounds violates their privacy and threatens their
ability to report.

FAAR IT HATAF SIS TR G T IS TATRIT 3oTehT MNYAIIAT T Seoldle] Il & AR
3oTehT Raiféar ave7aT & @ay  srerd 8

e Recognising the risks, the Supreme Court of India in 2023 issued interim guidelines
on the seizure of digital devices.

gmaﬁﬂmaﬁ@,miaﬁﬁrmﬁzozsﬁ%ﬁmﬁmaﬁm
X 3rafier Renfader sy o
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The Court directed the Union Government to consider formulating necessary
protocols.

PIE o Fg AIHR FI ATERTF WEFIT IR F W TR FTa & Tow Héer fezm|

Judicial interpretation of “reason to believe” emphasises the need for tangible
material beyond mere suspicion.

"fAaTT FIA FHT FRUT" HT =T TEIT haol UEE A6l dfodh SN FIEY T AT Hl
IG@ifhd AT &

Even under current law, courts say this power must be exercised strictly, as search
and seizure is a serious invasion of privacy.

&1 deh o IIATH Slefet & dad oY, 31aTeldd SHhgall ¢ T 39 21 ol 3uter weedt & fama
ST TR T Fifeh @it R STecht Muefirar #1 713X Ieaaa &1

A violation of transparency, accountability

IRe R 3R FareEed) &1 3edusT

Yet, the proposed provision goes against these principles and is devoid of guardrails,
judicial oversight, and has a lack of understanding of the stakes.

e off, gecfae yraens go7 Rguiat & faadia § 3R see gratens 39, =i+
et <181 & 3R e AfE=T Hr gasy W &l

It fails to acknowledge, let alone address, the sheer breadth and layered sensitivity of
information stored on electronic devices.

Ig Tl [3aT3Hl 7 GG T Y SATIHAT 3R TWAGR Hdgerefierar &1 FHr
el T AT ol H I HBeA Bl & |

In line with the current law, the proposed provision prohibits disclosure of the “reason
to believe”, clearly violating principles of transparency and accountability.

TIHATS HIefel & ITER, TEATid Taeiel "faRars FIa FT FRO FHe FI 9T UF T
g, S TS ¥ & URGRIar 3R Jarad & fcyidr &1 3eaad g

Globally, privacy and transparency standards in search and seizure, especially
where digital devices are involved, are grounded in statutory protections and
procedural safeguards.

dfRaer TR oY, aemelt 3 srect & Ae 7, fadwea Srgi o Basw anfae &,
MI=raT iR IRETRYAT ATeTs FTofeit G&T 3R qiFATcA® 3Tt o) 3R g &
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In Canada, Section 8 of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees the right to
be secure against “unreasonable search or seizure”.

FATST H, e I ASTH US WISFH T URT 8 "Ieyfarar qemeft AT Srecll” & fawees JIam H1
sftsR glaftad w3 &

It is designed to prevent unjustified searches and sets a three-part default standard:
prior authorisation; approval by a neutral and impartial judicial authority; and
reasonable and probable grounds.

SHHT 36T AeIfara demelt Y Aehetl & 3R Tg AA-Tg HieTeh T Xl & I HFAT,
forsaeT =fIes wrfreor Y FHsd, 31k 3R 3R el smuw|

In the United States, the Taxpayer Bill of Rights, adopted by the Internal Revenue
Service, affirms that taxpayers have the right to expect that any inquiry or
enforcement action will be legally compliant and not more intrusive than necessary.

YT T FARFT 7, seTea Eorer AT G@RT 19T I17 FETeT JTUFR 9
(Taxpayer Bill of Rights) Ig AT il & foh fehdll 8t STer AT yaeler 1 ol Frefedy
W ¥ 3T 3R IATTTF T A gEINTHR AeT glell ATV |

These rights include due process, including search and seizure protections.
ot =T g, 3R demeft it srecht & Fafera e sfsr anfAe 81d €

The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Riley vs California also necessitated a warrant
before accessing digital data, given the deeply personal nature of information stored
on phones and devices.

IARE e FIE & Riley a3 HABIeTar & 0T 7 ot 75 3ifevard T a3 f& ®rer
3R Raw # Fadia safFaara srasit &1 ypfa F &@a gu Rfoes 3ar % wga @ g
IRE aTH ¢ |

Contradiction of proportionality test

IRl THETT HT Seerae

In contrast, India’s proposed Income Tax provision grants sweeping access to digital
personal data without warrants, relevance thresholds, or any distinction between
financial and non-financial information.

58 fAud, R T JEAIIT AR JrauTe BfSies safFaana 3e1 a a9+ 9ga el

T &, e are, yrfrear @i, a7 R sk dv-faea s & g #1359 o

This directly contradicts the proportionality test upheld by the Supreme Court in
Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) vs Union Of India.

Ig IS F.0H. JEeEaH (RA1fAge) a7 3R 6 A 7 FAIA FIE ganT wa1iid
ITATfCrRdT THETOT T TeqaT Seere ¢ |
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The Court has held that any restriction to an individual's privacy must meet a four-fold
test, of which proportionality was key.

TS of gl & o T cafard I Mueiidar I H1E it gfaey v aR-FadT gdafor )
T 3T 1T, TSI reyafarerar U q&T a4 &

The test requires state action to pursue a legitimate aim, satisfy necessity, and adopt
the least intrusive means available.

S8 TETOT 3 U T AU 32T Tl e, HTTRAFAT I HISE FIA, IR Fad F
FEAAIYHRY ATEIH 379TTa ahT 3TTThdT aidl &

Allowing unfettered access to personal digital data, in the absence of judicial
oversight or safeguards, fails this standard.

=T fAIRTeT 31 e 3UrAt & 9T safFaara fBfSee a1 o R Aswers aga
3TAT ST S AT P T AT FaT|

The way forward

3TeY T AT

The way forward is not to abandon digital enforcement altogether.
313 o1 AT Ig w761 & T BfSreer gads 1 ¥ oRe o3 fear S|
Rather, it is to root it firmly in principles of proportionality, legality, and transparency.

Sfceh 3@ reqarfaear, drdr, 3R TR fR¥ar & [fetridr 7 Fsreet & smenia fomar ser
aMET

The right to privacy cannot and must not be eroded under the garb of regulatory
action.

foarA® F1EarE i 318 F Muhaar & HRFR A FA ¢ /AT o1 Fohdr 3 7 & fFar
T TR v

Unchecked surveillance in the name of compliance is not governance but
overreach.

AT FATRIAY I reqaTerer & AT 0R AT 76T Sesh HTAFRI H1 Jrfaswaor A=

SITEaT|

There is hope that the Select Committee currently reviewing the Bill narrows the
definition of ‘virtual digital space’.

3FH1E § o aiATeT & fa8gen 1 deftetr oY W1 ager wfAfa adare Bioea v &r
gReTeT 1 WfAT HLEN

It should also mandate prior judicial warrants and disclosure of reasons for such
access to digital content.

5 U RfSree wrral i 9gw & fov qd Fa1fis are 3R FROT & IHEHIr i Afaard
AT 2R

Additionally, it should establish mechanisms of redress for aggrieved individuals.

ga% JfaRed, 38 Nfga safFaal & faw Rerra Aaror a7 o enfig s @nfge
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What are the requirements for registering a political party with the Election Commission of India? What are the benefits enjoyed by Registered Unrecognised
Political Parties? Does the Election Commission have explicit power to de-register a political party?

¥

IXPLAINER

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
he Election Commission of
India (ECI) has initiated steps to
de-list 345 Registered
Unrecognised Political Parties
(RUPPs) that have not contested elections
in the last six years and whose offices
could not be physically located.

What are registered parties?

The right to form an association is a
fundamental right guaranteed under
Article 19(1)(c) of the Constitution to all
citizens. Political parties are an
association or body of individuals that can
be formed by citizens.

Section 29A of the Representation of
the People Act, 1951 (RP Act) lays down
the requirements for registration of a
political party with the ECI. Any political
party that seeks registration should
submit a copy of its
memorandum/constitution within 30
days of its formation. Such a document
should contain a provision that the party
shall bear true faith and allegiance to the
Constitution of India. It should also bear
allegiance to the principles of socialism,
secularism and democracy, and uphold
the sovereignty, unity and integrity of
India. The ECI reviews the
memorandum/constitution of the political
party to verify that it contains provisions
for internal democracy like periodic
elections for its office bearers. The ECI
thereafter registers them as a RUPP.

The RUPPs enjoy the following benefits
— (a) tax exemption for donations
received under Section 13A of the Income
Tax Act, 1961, (b) a common symbol for
contesting general elections to the Lok
Sabha/State Assemblies, and (c) 20 ‘star
campaigners’ during election campaigns.

RUPPs are required to maintain the
details of individual donors who have
donated above 320,000 in a financial year
and submit these details to the ECI every

Counting parties: Tribal women voters with their babies stand in queues to cast their votes during the

fourth phase of the Lok Sabha polls, at Ulihatu in Khuti in May 2024, ANI

year. As per Section 29C of the RP Act,
failure to furnish these details will result
in losing income tax exemption. The
RUPPs under the Income Tax Act, 1961,
are further required to accept donations
in excess of ¥2000 only through cheque
or bank transfers.

What are the issues?

As per ECI notification, there are more
than 2,800 RUPPs in India as of May 2025.
However, only around 750 of them
contested the 2024 general elections. It
has resulted in the moniker - ‘letter pad
parties’ — for the rest of the RUPPs. The
RP Act does not confer explicit powers on
the ECI to de-register any political party if
it fails to contest elections, conduct
inner-party elections or lodge requisite

returns. The Supreme Court in Indian
National Congress versus Institute of Social
Welfare & Ors (2002) had held that the ECI
does not have the power to de-regis

Political parties that have not updated the
material changes including the list of
office bearers since 2014 have been
classified as ‘inactive’. These parties are
denied the benefit of putting up
candidates with a common symbol in an
election. Considering the provisions of
the RP Act and the Income Tax Act, they
would also become ineligible for tax
exemptions.

What needs to be done?

The present exercise has identified 345
RUPPs that have not contested any
elections since 2019 and could not be
physically located anywhere. The ECI has
directed the Chief Electoral Officer of
various States and Union Territories to
issue show-cause notices to these RUPPs
before deciding on de-listing them. This is
a welcome step that would prevent such
“letter pad parties’ from misusing the
income tax exemptions or committing
any other financial fraud.

There are still likely to be more than
1000 ‘active’ RUPPs that do not regularly
contest elections. The Law Commission in
its 255th report (2015) had recommended
amendments for de-registration of a
political party if it fails to contest elections
for 10 consecutive years. The ECl in its
memorandum for electoral reforms
(2016) had also suggested amendment to
the RP Act that would empower it to
de-register a party. Apart from the
exercise of de-listing RUPPs, these

dations can also be

any political party under the RP Act. It
may de-register only under exceptional
circumstances such as the registration
being obtained by fraud or the political
party ceasing to have allegiance to the
Indian Constitution or if it is declared
unlawful by the Government.

‘The ECI from time to time publishes
the list of de-listed and inactive RUPPs.
The notification of March 2024 (as
amended till May 2025), contains the list
of 281 de-listed and 217 inactive RUPPs.
Parties have been de-listed after they
were found to be ‘non-existent” at their
address even after notices from the ECL

T
implemented. Another serious issue
plaguing almost all political parties is the
lack of inner-party democracy. It may not
be ideal for an independent constitutional
authority like the ECI to be involved in the
muddle of party politics. Howeve
suggested by the Law Commission in i
170th and 255th report, the RP Act can be
suitably amended to contain specific
provisions for ensuring internal
democracy in political parties.
Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Courseware on Polity Simplified”.
He currently trains at Officers IAS
Academy. Views expressed are personal.

Why is the ECI de-listing political parties?
AT AT AT i el Y AT & 19T F4T T W@ 82

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has initiated steps to de-list 345
Registered Unrecognised Political Parties (RUPPs) that have not contested

THE GIST

v

The right to form an
association is a fundamental
right guaranteed under Article
19(1)(c) of the Constitution to
all citizens.

v

Any political party that seeks
registration should submit a
copy of its
memorandum/constitution
within 30 days of its formation.
After review, the ECI will
register them as a RUPP.

v

As per a ECI notification, there
are more than 2,800 RUPPs in
India as of May 2025. However,
only around 750 of them
contested the 2024 general
elections.

elections in the last six years and whose offices could not be physically located.

AR fAaTeeT 3TANT (ECI) & 345 Gaiihd 398Ed Uateilia® gal (RUPPs) FY g & get
#r ufthar e 1 3, eela R o avt & F15 goma 7@ a1 3K e st w1
i ¥ & var 7¢ g T
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What are registered parties?

YSlipd e FAT 8T 82

The right to form an association is a fundamental right guaranteed under Article
19(1)(c) of the Constitution to all citizens.

Teh WY el T HUFR Glau & aeqgede 19(1)(c) & d6d Tl AmeRent # #ifaw
HFR & & F e B

Political parties are an association or body of individuals that can be formed by
citizens.

TS gaf ARG GaRT FATC0 T AfFadr F Th 9 91 AFIaa 2
Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 (RP Act) lays down the
requirements for registration of a political party with the ECI.

oo wfafafaea sfafaae, 1951 (RP Act) 1 amr 29A # gara 3T & wrer el
TSAANAS o & YSHHIOT Y ATTIHAIA T ool fhdT IRT B

Any political party that seeks registration should submit a copy of its
memorandum/constitution within 30 days of its formation.

FIS 3 TP goT S TSHaUT AT §, 3 5T & 30 feat & ofia” 3raar
Agsr/afaT Y 9fa AT FET g gl

Such a document should contain a provision that the party shall bear true faith and
allegiance to the Constitution of India.

g cEddel H Ig IIaeT gier aifev & Ul 9IRa & dfquer & ufa == &ser
3R awErt @

It should also bear allegiance to the principles of socialism, secularism and
democracy, and uphold the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India.

U AT, YAt 3R Swas & Rguidr & gfa faser @ arfge 3k sma
# HIICT, UhaT 3N F@SAT FT JAT @ AT
The ECI reviews the memorandum/constitution of the political party to verify that it

contains provisions for internal democracy like periodic elections for its office
bearers.

AT AT UIES & AA/ETTUT T TG T & i Tg GARad fhar s ah
T 30 3mafe dwad o8 werfsRat & v Fafa geaa o gaue g

The ECI thereafter registers them as a RUPP.

S8 dlc YT AT 3o¢ Tolipd HYeEd sTelliad g (RUPP) & & & dsfige
LT 2l

The RUPPs enjoy the following benefits
RUPPs & fasfaf@a amer urea 1 &
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e (a) Tax exemption for donations received under Section 13A of the Income Tax Act,
1961,

(a) 3maE rfAfATH, 1961 F 4RT 13A & Tgd IIed & W & # oe AT &,

¢ (b) a common symbol for contesting general elections to the Lok Sabha/State
Assemblies,

(b) NFHHRTST FAUTAHHT & VAT ToATal H WAL Tol1d g varet fhar e g,
e (c) 20 ‘star campaigners’ during election campaigns.
(c) ToTra AT & SNTeT 20 FeR FaRal Hi gl Ferd g
e RUPPs are required to maintain the details of individual donors who have donated
above ¥20,000 in a financial year and submit these details to the ECI every year.

RUPPs &I 3o safdaera gramsit &1 faavor t@ar giar § Segis oot fodfig aw &
20,000 & 31 T g feam g7 R Ig faaor ax a¥ gera amaher S Higer g B

e As per Section 29C of the RP Act, failure to furnish these details will result in losing
income tax exemption.

s wfafaftes sfafaaer @ amr 29C & pER, IR ¥ fGavor we=r wdt fre o, ot
IFHT H g @ & Fee|

¢ The RUPPs under the Income Tax Act, 1961, are further required to accept donations
in excess of ¥2000 only through cheque or bank transfers.

IHT IAATA, 1961 & dgd RUPPs & T2000 & 30 & S Fdd 9 AT &
TAHT & ATCIHA & TIFR XA $HI IMaeTHhdT gidl ol

What are the issues?
FIT FAEIIT g2

e As per ECI notification, there are more than 2,800 RUPPs in India as of May 2025.
ECI 1 HAHEaT & 3aR #AF 2025 deh R # 2,800 & 3f&+ RUPPs ¢

e However, only around 750 of them contested the 2024 general elections.
glelifeh, SoT8 & haol oa187aT 750 gail of 2024 & T Tetral & fgwar foram|

¢ It has resulted in the moniker — ‘letter pad parties’ — for the rest of the RUPPs.
AY RUPPs &I 'seX 45 qiél & 17 & ST S o9 &

o The RP Act does not confer explicit powers on the ECI to de-register any political
party if it fails to contest elections, conduct inner-party elections, or lodge requisite
returns.

RP 3ffaas & gera 3maer &1 fhdl g & golra & a3, AaRF gora 7 FI, a1
Ay fEer 7 53 Fa fr Tafa 7 BT e &1 vuse 3WFR A6 =ar =
gl

e The Supreme Court in Indian National Congress versus Institute of Social Welfare &
Ors (2002) had held that the ECI does not have the power to de-register any political
party under the RP Act.
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AT FIE o Indian National Congress &= Institute of Social Welfare & Others (2002)
F ATHS H Fgl U7 F RP IWATA & dagd ECI ' FH o F BT & &1
e 6 B

It may de-register only under exceptional circumstances such as the registration

being obtained by fraud, or the party ceasing to have allegiance to the
Constitution, or if it is declared unlawful by the Government.

ECI| %hael 3vaeTawy Fufaal # fhdy go # B-iferer & a&ar g, 39 6 ararnrs
¥ gaftaor, wiure & wfay fasst warea e, a1 TFR g@rr rdy afite frar S|
The ECI, from time to time, publishes the list of de-listed and inactive RUPPs.

ECI ¥9T-waT W f3-faees 3 AfSFar RUPPs &7 gl Y1 e &

The notification of March 2024 (as amended till May 2025) contains the list of 281 de-
listed and 217 inactive RUPPs.

ATE 2024 S TP (ST A 2025 T FAMRT §) # 281 B-fawes 3k 217 e
RUPPs &1 gt & 715 ¥

Parties have been de-listed after they were found to be ‘non-existent’ at their address
even after notices from the ECI.

uiféat @1 qe fB-fawe fhar s S9 ECl #r AfeEl & arasg 9 39e ga WX Aig w7
q1§ TS|

Political parties that have not updated material changes, including the list of office
bearers since 2014, have been classified as ‘inactive’.

ST gal 2014 @ verfaraRal i gt @it Agcayer aqame 1 srase a8t fma,
3¢ fafter =R o = &

These parties are denied the benefit of putting up candidates with a common symbol
in an election.

5T goll &Y AAWT A g W 3FAIGIR @T F T a1 AT a1 e
Considering the provisions of the RP Act and the Income Tax Act, they would also
become ineligible for tax exemptions.

RP sifafaasr 3R e sifafags & graur & dud gu ¥ g ge & v
3ART S B

What needs to be done?

FIT1 fham ST =fge?

The present exercise has identified 345 RUPPs that have not contested any elections
since 2019 and could not be physically located anywhere.

ICAT kAT # 345 RUPPs &I Ggalel &I a8 ¢ fSiegiel 2019 @ 1§ To1d et o3t
IR oo et oY alfas T F 78 9= =

The ECI has directed the Chief Electoral Officer of various States and Union
Territories to issue show-cause notices to these RUPPs before deciding on de-listing
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them.

ECI & fafdesr et stk dFeenfla waelt & few @afesr sifeRat w1 s RUPPs &t
fB-foe T T Ugol FROT Fd13 AR I ey 1 der f&ar B

e This is a welcome step that would prevent such ‘letter pad parties’ from misusing tax
exemptions or committing other financial fraud.

I Teh TNTA AT FeA ¢ o WA A U3 aifeal” 1 X g FT goaar o ar
3 fadir aaerdt e O AT

e There are still likely to be more than 1000 ‘active’ RUPPs that do not regularly contest
elections.

e #1000 @ fw wiFa RUPPs @oraa: o § o farfa & @ goima @@t «1sa|
e The Law Commission in its 255th report (2015) had recommended amendments for

de-registration of a political party if it fails to contest elections for 10 consecutive
years.

fafr smar 3l 2554 RaYé (2015) 7 gema far o &F afy FS ToEfaF oo
TIMAR 10 ISt aF AT gt a5, o 38 B-IRFX F& & T Feeret fohar S|

e The ECI in its memorandum for electoral reforms (2016) had also suggested
amendment to the RP Act that would empower it to de-register a party.

ECI & 319 GaTa FUR AT (2016) H o gorra fe=r or o RP srfafosr F weierr
forar Sv Sad 3@ e g B BT F@ #1 AfOFER A T

e Apart from the exercise of de-listing RUPPs, these recommendations can also be
implemented.

RUPPs #I f3-faee &t Y ufhar & 3ifaRed, =7 et it st amep frar s

" 2

e Another serious issue plaguing almost all political parties is the lack of inner-party
democracy.

STaTeTeT oY TSt ol & Uk 3R MR Foear § — AraRe® dihdT 1 Fal|
e It may not be ideal for an independent constitutional authority like the ECI to be
involved in the muddle of party politics.

ECI 31t Taa7 wdunfasw aTdT & AU gaerd Tereiifa & 3= 31geT 5787 &7 HehdTl

However, as suggested by the Law Commission in its 170th and 255th report, the RP Act
can be suitably amended to contain specific provisions for ensuring internal democracy in
political parties.

grofiten, fAfer 3maler &7 3roei 1704t 3iiv 2558 Rue # goma fear ur f& RP sfafaws &
3UgFA AU Fh STl goll H AaRF dhed GaRad F@ & AT graume afade
U ST
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How will the new U.S. visa rules affect
online privacy and security?

Why is the US. administration vetting social media profiles of visitors and students to the US.? Can prospective visa applicants remove their social
media entirely in order to avoid the hassle of such online scrutiny? Why are minors especially vulnerable to such policy changes?

GS Paper li- india-U8

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
n June 23, the U.S. Embassy in
India said in an X post,
“Effective immediately, all
individuals applying for an F,
M, or ] non-immigrant visa are requested
to adjust the privacy settings on all of
their social media accounts to public to
facilitate vetting necessary to establish
their identity and admissibility to the
United States under U.S. law.” With this
update, the process for securing certain
types of U.S. visas — including for
studying there — has become precarious.

How does this affect students’ visa
applications?

While social media vetting for U.S. visas
has been in place since 2019, the new
announcement signals that foreign
students are set to face unprecedented
levels of surveillance when travelling to
the U.S. for study and/or work.

Some of the social media accounts that
users will now have to flag on their visa
application and make public for
inspection include Reddit, Instagram,
Tumblr, Twitter (now X), Facebook,
LinkedIn, and YouTube, apart from
several Chinese social media platforms
and other websites that users may submit
independently (such as Threads, Bluesky,
unlisted blogging spaces, or personal
websites).

This means that both personal and
professional qualifications, posts, replies,
uploaded photos/videos, past comments,
tagged pictures/posts, status updates, and
even “liked” content will need to be made
visible to U.S. government authorities,

where possible.

Why are U.S. immigration officers
checking social media accounts?

In light of pro-Palestinian student protests
and anti-ICE (Immigration and Customs
Enforcement) demonstrations across U.S.
cities, officials likely want to make sure
that Indian students coming into the
country will not support such activities or
express anti-Israeli views.

Vetting visa applicants’ social media
feeds also means that authorities can
check if the individual’s views align with
those of the conservative Trump
administration which is now in power.

How long will social media accounts
have to be left open?

U.S. visa seekers are being asked to list all
social media handles they have used in
the last five years, and then make them
public.

Users can first carry out a social media
audit to clean up their accounts and
remove any sensitive or personal media
before opening it up to the public. Minors
should carry out this activity with the
guidance of a trusted adult. Notifications,
app alerts, messaging filters, and parental
controls may need to be updated as well,
to prevent disruption after the account
goes public.

No official guidance has been issued as
to how long the accounts need to be left
open. However, visa applicants who want
to play it safe can keep their accounts
publicly visible from the time they submit
their application up to the time they pass
their immigration checks after entering
the U.S. However, visa applicants who are
not comfortable with keeping all their

social media accounts public should
contact their relevant institutions or
admissions officers in order to learn the
latest policies and know when it is
advisable to go private again.

While deleting social media accounts
entirely may sound like a way to avoid this
hassle, some tech companies keep even
deleted accounts active for several weeks
or months. These accounts may still show
up in search results when the vetting
process begins, possibly jeopardising the
visa application.

What are the risks of making social
media accounts public?

Privacy, censorship, and security risks
abound. First and foremost, many Indian
students who apply for U.S. visas for
academic study are usually minors in
high-school. For them, keeping their
social media accounts set to private is
more than just a personal preference; it is
crucial for their safety online.

Many young users learning to navigate
online spaces might post highly personal
content or photos and videos across
private accounts, secure in the knowledge
that only people close to them can see
their content. Now, however, those
hoping to go to the U.S. to study will
either have to make their accounts public
or scrub personal content from their
channels.

The new requirement will also make
U.S. visa applicants, and especially
children, more vulnerable to digital
security crimes such as bullying, hacking,
sexual harassment, stalking, blackmail,
identify theft, and doxxing.

Increased levels of targeted advertising
through accounts made public, including

advertising aimed at kids, is another
potential threat to consider.

Is it legal to make visa applicants set
their social media accounts to public?
Privacy experts have slammed the U.S.
government’s new social media vetting
requirements, likening the country’s
approach to that of an authoritarian
regime. However, they note it is difficult
to claim that privacy laws are being
broken as visa applicants can choose to
ignore the request, though they put their
visa application at risk by doing so.

Sophia Cope, Senior Staff Attorney at
the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF),
an American digital rights group, said
there were many valid reasons for people
to have private social media accounts,
such as wanting to interact and share
content only with trusted contacts.

“The U.S. government is endorsing the
violation of a fundamental principle of
privacy hygiene by asking those seeking
student or exchange visas to set their
social media accounts to “public” for the
purpose of visa vetting,” said Ms. Cope in
response to The Hindu.

“Ascribing a nefarious intent and
penalising would-be students or visitors
to the U.S. for keeping their online
presence shielded from the general public
or for not even being active on social
media is an outrage. Moreover,
government social media surveillance
invades privacy and chills freedom of
speech, and it is prone to errors and
misinterpretation without ever having
been proven effective at assessing security
threats,” she explained.

“The U.S. must end this dangerous
practice.”

Impact of New U.S. Visa Rules on Online Privacy and

Security

7% IARRT e Tt 1 siTerarser Mustiar 3HR Fam ) g

On June 23, the U.S. Embassy in India said in an X post, “Effective immediately,
all individuals applying for an F, M, or J non-immigrant visa are requested to
adjust the privacy settings on all of their social media accounts to public to
facilitate vetting necessary to establish their identity and admissibility to the
United States under U.S. law.”

23 [T T HRA A FANFY gamarw F X 9 & Fgl, "dehrel o919 &/, F, M a1 J 3R-yaret
T & AT JmraeesT e aTer Wit safaraat § e @ fF 3 aroelt avre Az afew ar
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TS X dfds AR FTqeT & qea IaTeh! ggaret IR wAr-Aezrar $ s i o
5"

o With this update, the process for securing certain types of U.S. visas — including for
studying there — has become precarious.

S 3UST & A1Y, F& FhR & AN i, TG99 &7 F ge1$ & v, gred Hter 3
Irgfara AR e gy g

How does this affect students’ visa applications?

I ol F AT 3MaeT FY HFA TR FIaT 82

* While social media vetting for U.S. visas has been in place since 2019, the new
announcement signals that foreign students are set to face unprecedented levels of
surveillance.

gleliieh AT dret & ferw Wrerer # AT HiY ST 2019 A #M19] B, oifeheT T IS BNV Hehel
&t & for Tadelt ol 1 3197 313{@qd FRAeRTett & AT St asaT|

e Social media accounts that users will now have to flag and make public include Reddit,
Instagram, Tumbilr, Twitter (X), Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube, Chinese platforms,
and websites like Threads, Bluesky, personal blogs etc.

IYARTHATT Y 319 ToreT AYerer #fZAT WAt FF 399R 3R Ao F FIAT 8191, 3TH
Reddit, Instagram, Tumblr, Twitter (X), Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube, Z=i colewhiay
3R Threads, Bluesky, faSi saifar 3nfe enfaer §1

o Both personal and professional content like posts, replies, photos/videos, comments,
tagged content, updates, and “liked” material will need to be visible to U.S. authorities.

sgfFaera 3R IR Amelt S Uive, 3R, wlel/difEar, feeafory, 2ot i a7 Frealt, suse
AR “gdg Y 715” WA AR A3TRRET & foIv gr7 gieit =ifge

Why are U.S. immigration officers checking social media accounts?

AR 3raere FAFRY Wrerer AR @& T F SR @ E?

o Due to pro-Palestinian protests and anti-ICE demonstrations, officials want to ensure
that Indian students will not support such activities or express anti-Israeli views.
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¢ T R s 3o Afafafat &1 gada a1 sorse R {aR 7 @)

o Vetting social media also helps authorities assess whether applicants’ views align with
the current conservative Trump administration.

Hrerer FfSAT 51 & FART 31TUFRY T5 o ST Fevdt § T 3mach! & faar Alsfer wfeardy
€T WRATH & 3] ¢ AT 61 |

How long will social media accounts have to be left open?

Arerer HfFAT P13 F Faa THT TF A TS TGAT N2

o Applicants must list all social media handles used in the last five years and make
them public.

et T frever aier ast 7 sqaier frw are weft werer AfSar 5o 1 FElaey Fwer gen
3R 3¢ wrSfAF e gl

o Users should conduct a social media audit to remove sensitive content before going
public.

3UARTHATT T Tdolforeh et F Tgor 31911 A1erel HfZAT el &1 3ifee T gacTeier
AT gET AT AT

¢ Minors should do this with help from a trusted adult and update notifications, filters,
and parental controls.

ATEToI 1 T§ FR FARTEAT aqEHT S HETIAT U AT Afev R o, feex ik
Hed Feld UST F AR

¢ No official guidance exists on the duration for which accounts must remain open, but to
be safe, keep them public from application to immigration clearance.

Grdt T fohlsl THY doh Ao IGT ¢, 39 W DIs iR Rar-fader 787 g, afra
& WA & AT 3¢ AMAGH { AFT G AT A Aol Toieh W |

+ Deleting social media accounts may not help since deleted data can still appear
during vetting.

AYerer FFEAT HFT3C gEAT AT 8T & FAITh ESTAT IAT 3T ST TishaT 7 Ty Y e
b ¢
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What are the risks of making social media accounts public?

Arerer AT GTat F AEATAF T F FATTAX 872

e Privacy, censorship, and security threats increase.

SEY MYATAT, FEFAT AT GRaT Faeh @k o 8|

+ Many Indian students applying for visas are minors, and private settings are crucial
for their safety.

S HRART BT SiT Aol & TIT 3MTdesT ¥ 8, ATaTfaeT 8l &, AR el afdaq 3e7e gam
& faw dgg SR I B

e Young users may post highly personal content expecting it to be visible only to close
contacts.

AT 3UARTehcll 8 SR 3Hedd frsit A TS X ©, Ig A foh ag ool wean
w1 € fears et

e Applicants must now either go public or remove such personal content before
applying.
379 TG I AT AT AT A il 191 AT fAsit Arevelt geriY a39fT)

o This increases vulnerability to bullying, hacking, harassment, stalking, blackmail,
identity theft, and doxxing.

IRTEY Y THTIAT §¢ ST B

e Targeted advertising, including ads aimed at children, is another danger.

Idl F ATAT FI I A9 30T Ffda v=r off v 3R @aw g

Is it legal to make visa applicants set their social media accounts to public?

F1 AT AT FY Arerer AT AESfAF TR F AT FgaAr Frepit 2

e Privacy experts have criticized this requirement, comparing it to policies in
authoritarian regimes.
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o Technically, privacy laws aren’t broken since applicants can refuse, but this might
jeopardise their visa.

o1t §F I MIAIAT FIeT T Seoited 61 aldl FA1h HTAGH HAT FT THd §, ol fohed
SHY SoTerT AT TaY # U3 Fahar B

+ Sophia Cope, Senior Staff Attorney at the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF), said
people have valid reasons to keep accounts private.

WP FY, sAFC AP BRAT B33 (EFF) I asa 31faerar o sver i aert & ara
3T @ sl T@a & der wRoT e B

o “The U.S. government is endorsing the violation of privacy hygiene by asking students
to go public,” said Cope.

I o FgT, “HARD THR ST Sl FIdol A gle & TIT Fgeht MusAIaar fgerar T
Foadd @I gl”

¢ Penalising students for having shielded or inactive social media is unfair and chills
free speech.

My a1 AFT Frerer AT @S & AT oE & Ef2d T Faa7 fcafaa # afa
AT el

o Social media surveillance is prone to errors, misinterpretation, and lacks proven
effectiveness in ensuring security.

qrerer #fEAT A AT 7 i3t sl arere sarEaT Hr Ferrae gich & 3R 7 graw
gfafead w3 # yemd wfda 78 g5 2

e The U.S. must end this dangerous practice.

AR T 5T GATATR TUT I GHTCT AT AT

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper III: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)
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1. Three devotees killed, over 50 injured in morning
stampede near chariots during Rath Yatra in Puri

g8t 3 T AT & SRIeT Yo #9res A et srurerat Hr #la, 50
¥ ferw g

2. Kerala to seek sterilisation of bonnet macaque near
forests

T ST & I ST AHIEH qe31 Y Aqadl Ay IgAfa
AT

3. Congress flays proposal to revive mining operations in
Sariska Tiger Reserve

HREHT IR RoTd & Gelel FaTelel T & Y& A & I T
T FET o JTATT Y

4. Two killed after landslide hits hotel site in Uttarkashi
Setanrelt & glee T O FEEer 4 & et iy Al

5. At ISS, Shukla takes up experiment on skeletal muscle
degradation in space

AL HANET FEUT TX, YT A HARET 7 FHhrer Y
AR & &7 T TA9T &

6. Noble rot, the alchemist of wines, is setting fungal
biology abuzz

‘sTieel Je’, AST HY T, BIrel SN # gordo AT
We

7. Synthetic genome: DNA from scratch
AT AT SITAT Y YEHTT AT &
8. Boeing faces headwinds from crashes and competition

gereaat 3R wfaewe’ & Sgr wer g
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9. Why did Axiom-4 need 28 hours to reach the ISS?
Axiom-4 FI ISS d%F Tgdel H 28 T FT w312

10. Generating tax efficiency in debt-oriented funds
ROT-3eHE BT H FI-FHRATAT 3ol AT

11. Driving E-commerce Growth in Reverse

$-HIAY $T IS F1 Rad Aifofeeaa § e Tg=T
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Three devotees killed, over 50 injured in morning
stampede near chariots during Rath Yatra in Puri

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

Three devotees, two of
them women, were killed,
and at least 50 were in-
jured in a stampede near
the chariots carrying dei-
ties during the Rath Yatra
in Puri of Odisha in the ear-
ly hours of Sunday.

The deceased have been
identified as Basanti Sahu
of Bolagarh, and Prema-
kant Mohanty and Pravati
Das of Balipatna.

The incident took place
near the Gundicha temple,
as thousands of devotees
tried to press closer to the
chariots for a glimpse of
Lord Jagannath and his si-
blings, Lord Balabhadra
and Devi Subhadra, during
the annual event.

The stampede was trig-
gered when devotees
surged forward as the dar-

Tragic loss: Family members of a victim mourn at a hospital after
the stampede in Puri, Odisha, on Sunday. PTI

shan continued after tem-
porarily pausing for a ri-
tual. In recent years, an
increasing number of de-
votees have been arriving
at night for the event to
avoid the massive daytime
crowds.

Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi an-
nounced 325 lakh would be

paid to the kin of each of

the deceased. He also or-
dered a high-level adminis-
trative inquiry into the tra-
gedy, to be headed by the
State’s Development
Commissioner.

Citing dereliction of du-
ty, the government trans-
ferred District Collector
Siddharth Shankar Swain

and Superintendent of Pol-
ice Vinit Agrawal out of Pu-
ri district, while two senior
police officers were placed
under suspension.

‘BJP misused power’
Relatives of the victims and
several devotees alleged a
complete absence of police
personnel during the night
hours, which they said
contributed to the tragedy.
They alleged that BJP Mi-
nisters were misusing their
power to facilitate the en-
try of their friends and sup-
porters to the inner cordon
around the chariots, caus-
ing further chaos.

Former Odisha Chief Mi-
nister Naveen Patnaik
launched a scathing attack
against the Mohan Majhi-
led government following
the incident, which he said
had exposed the govern-
ment’s glaring incompe-

tence in ensuring a peace-
ful festival for devotees.

The Odisha Pradesh
Congress Committee presi-
dent demanded a time-
bound judicial probe into
the incident.

“I am deeply pained by
the stampede during the
Mahaprabhu  Jagannath
Rath Yatra..The negli-
gence and mismanage-
ment that led to this trage-
dy are inexcusable,” said
Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge.

Every year, the coastal
town of Puri in Odisha
comes alive with the Rath
Yatra, a centuries-old fes-
tival of Lord Jagannath and
his sibling deities, who are
installed in majestic woo-
den chariots, and ceremo-
nially pulled by devotees
from the 12th-century
Shree Jagannath Temple to
the Gundicha Temple.

Three devotees killed, over 50 injured in morning stampede
near chariots during Rath Yatra in Puri

g8t 7 T AT & SRIeT Ya§ 9163 A et srqurersit Fr Ak, 50 @

FF g

o Three devotees, two of them women, were killed, and at least 50 were injured in a

stampede near the chariots carrying deities during the Rath Yatra in Puri of Odisha in

the early hours of Sunday.
VAR gae e & g8 7 T AT 5 SR Saarsit & Ut & 91 $791es A dier srere3it
S At g1 918, ToeTet g AfgeTT &Y, 3R Fer & FHa 50 AT grAS g1 1T

e The deceased have been identified as Basanti Sahu of Bolagarh, and Premakant
Mohanty and Pravati Das of Balipatna.

TRl T TgTeT aYeITaTg hT awell 6ig, 3R Felluear & YAHia Agd 74T ool G & &9 7

Hrag gl
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e The incident took place near the Gundicha temple, as thousands of devotees tried to
press closer to the chariots for a glimpse of Lord Jagannath and his siblings, Lord
Balabhadra and Devi Subhadra, during the annual event.

ST oh &t o foT Tt o a1 8fis & 31 Seat ol

o The stampede was triggered when devotees surged forward as the darshan
continued after temporarily pausing for a ritual.

TS U TSI & TG aRiel O W [ E31T, A HEHTe31 o Teh AT 319 981 W 79188 #9
g

¢ Inrecent years, an increasing number of devotees have been arriving at night for the
event to avoid the massive daytime crowds.

8ol & asit & seere] et it oY #ffs & 799 & o0 59 3o # T 7 € 3 e g

¢ Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi announced ¥25 lakh would be paid to the
kin of each of the deceased.

3N F FEgw Ager =or A 7 ENYOT Y T YA Fdw F TR HY 125 AT
eI & SesT

e He also ordered a high-level administrative inquiry into the tragedy, to be headed by
the State’s Development Commissioner.

3egiel 3 AT I S & foIT T57 & A ArgeFd T IETeTdl 7 Iod T T fas
ST & 37Tee U

o Citing dereliction of duty, the government transferred District Collector Siddharth
Shankar Swain and Superintendent of Police Vinit Agrawal out of Puri district, while
two senior police officers were placed under suspension.

Fielod A ATIATE F7 g1l &l §U THR A el wetere g et Faer 3R vardt
fasiter rararer &1 g forer & TuTeaRa & e, Safe &Y aftss gfaw sftsiar wt
fAefaa s f=am I

‘BJP misused power’

‘SITSTIT & AT T goUANeT fhar
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+ Relatives of the victims and several devotees alleged a complete absence of police
personnel during the night hours, which they said contributed to the tragedy.

dif3at & aReral 3R g Aerepsit 3 3R T f&h T & wora gfawsral # qff ag
¥ AU 57 T T TF 97 I e

o They alleged that BJP Ministers were misusing their power to facilitate the entry of
their friends and supporters to the inner cordon around the chariots, causing
further chaos.

3egiel TR 91T foh ATeTaT AT & 3r9ar S1FdT 31T FFLFl #r 1Ut & 3w 8y & vaer
feeer & forw war &1 geaater fanar, foraa 3R 3RTeraar thel 775 |

o Former Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik launched a scathing attack against
the Mohan Majhi-led government following the incident, which he said had exposed
the government’s glaring incompetence in ensuring a peaceful festival for devotees.

qd HEIHAN FAdIeT TSATIH o $H U & dG AlgeT AT TIFHR W F3T §HAT Sloll 3 gt
o STE TR BT FIE HETHAAT 3SR g5 & 1 37l o fore enfaqot smatsrr glared
F H [ama W

e The Odisha Pradesh Congress Committee president demanded a time-bound
judicial probe into the incident.

INTIAT Y& FTEAF FAL HETET A SH UCAT I GAIGGY 1A ST T AT |

e “l am deeply pained by the stampede during the Mahaprabhu Jagannath Rath
Yatra...The negligence and mismanagement that led to this tragedy are inexcusable,”
said Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge.

“HETY] ST TY AT 3 SN S HY gear § # 582 gl §... Ig ATy AR
FUY 78T ¢, VAT hgl FIAW HeqeT AfCaHrolT @t |

o Every year, the coastal town of Puri in Odisha comes alive with the Rath Yatra, a
centuries-old festival of Lord Jagannath and his sibling deities, who are installed in
majestic wooden chariots, and ceremonially pulled by devotees from the 12th-century
Shree Jagannath Temple to the Gundicha Temple.

Y Ay 33 & T8 T T8 & T A & A1 Saddr 37 S B, I8 WAl qu e g
TS TeT staTareT STy 3R 37 Hg-Sad3it 1 87eq ahsl F U & rrfig & 12t e &
At STaTeeTy FHfeT A AT AfeT Ik ATt g@RT i ST ¢ |
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Kerala to seek sterilisation of
bonnet macaque near forests

K.S. Sudhi
KOCHI

Kerala is likely to under-
take mass sterilisation of
the bonnet macaque as
part of measures to control
the population of the wide-
ly seen primate species.

The Kerala Forest De-
partment will shortly ap-
proach the Union Ministry
of Environment, Forests,
and Climate Change seek-
ing permission to carry out
sterilisation of the species
endemic to South India.

Farmers and people liv-
ing in forest fringes have
complained about crop
loss caused by the troops
of monkeys. The animals,
according to farmers, dam-
age a wide variety of crops,
including coconuts and
other agricultural pro-
duce.

The bonnet macaque is

Bonnet macaques have been
blamed for crop loss. FILE PHOTO

the second species for
which population-control
measures are being pro-
posed in the State after
wild pigs. Though wild pigs
are being culled, there are
no plans to cull monkeys.
The Forest Department
had drawn up a “Mission
Bonnet macaque” as part
of a 10-point programme to
reduce instances of hu-
man-wildlife conflicts. The

sterilisation programme,
along with other initia-
tives, is part of the mission,
said Pramod G. Krishnan,

Chief Wildlife Warden
(CWW), Kerala.
The proposal is to steril-

ise the troops and release
them back into their terri-
tories after monitoring
their health. The project
requires the permission of
the Union Ministry since
the species is included in
Schedule I of the Wildlife
Protection Act. The Inter-
national Union for Conser-
vation of Nature has in-
cluded the monkeys in the
“vulnerable” category con-
sidering its declining
population.

The department plans
to implement waste man-
agement programmes in
eco-tourism centres where
these animals feed on lef-
tover food.

Kerala to seek sterilisation of bonnet macaque near forests

T STl & UTH ST AFIH qel T AHGAT Y AT AN

o Kerala is likely to undertake mass sterilisation of the bonnet macaque as part of
measures to control the population of the widely seen primate species.
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el SAIF T ¥ f@a arell grsae gonfa I STaaear of [HIf3d e & 391t & dgd
dleTe AFTEH de31 Y 92 YA 9T AW e ST GHTGAT B

o The Kerala Forest Department will shortly approach the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forests, and Climate Change seeking permission to carry out
sterilisation of the species endemic to South India.

FI T FAHTIT SToc &1 IATEROT, T 3R FTeraryg aRadsr FTerd I Sfaror s 1 H{eT
YSATTeY ohT STHEEY hr 3regAfar & forw Tueh i

« Farmers and people living in forest fringes have complained about crop loss caused
by the troops of monkeys.

forameil iR STarer et W&ot arel st = et & {21 Z@RT BHell I JH A Tgale Al
R T 8|

e The animals, according to farmers, damage a wide variety of crops, including
coconuts and other agricultural produce.

fehaTail o 3TAR, A ST’ AT 3R 37 F IRt Aied F§ THR HY AT B
THATT JgeT ¢ |

e The bonnet macaque is the second species for which population-control measures
are being proposed in the State after wild pigs.

SlAe AT AT H Sarel FIRT & ore; qudl Tl gonfer & ek forw Saraear fazsor surr
gEdfad fhu aw gl

e Though wild pigs are being culled, there are no plans to cull monkeys.

STafes Starelt IR Y ART T T &, bl T Y AR Y FI$ ATl 7671

e The Forest Department had drawn up a “Mission Bonnet macaque” as part of a 10-
point programme to reduce instances of human-wildlife conflicts.

aaﬁmﬁm—amsﬁa#aﬁaﬁmméxﬁmw-ﬁgm%aﬁ"ﬁ?mm
AFTH" IR fFar &

o The sterilisation programme, along with other initiatives, is part of the mission, said
Pramod G. Krishnan, Chief Wildlife Warden (CWW), Kerala.
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THEE) FAHHA, 3 Tgell o A1, 5H AT 7 AT 8, TAT g1 TG Y. Fovrer, A&
FegSitg arset, el o |

¢ The proposal is to sterilise the troops and release them back into their territories
after monitoring their health.

SH T & 6l de31 & {31 Y AHEE! FI, FARLT AT & 91§ 3¢ 3o7 8141 7 aT9H BT
SITEaT |

e The project requires the permission of the Union Ministry since the species is
included in Schedule | of the Wildlife Protection Act.

g IRANSTAT T HATTT Y AT T AT Ll & Fi1eh T§ Tl dedoiid HI&ToT
srfarferasr & st | 7 Eeey

e The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has included the
monkeys in the “vulnerable” category considering its declining population.

YT HTETOT & FAT IHAWSET e (IUCN) A et Y Tredll ITaTel 1 3T §U 3o
"HeREIEd A" 7 @I &

¢ The department plans to implement waste management programmes in eco-tourism
centres where these animals feed on leftover food.

T3TTaT 3o7 FaT-adesT Fal H Fa YU FIAHHA ol[9] el I AloTell 911 6T &, ST61 A
SeTaR a9 §U sfiere o R gl 81

Page8 1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Congress flays proposal to
revive mining operations
in Sarlska Tiger Reserve

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Sunday
attacked the Centre and
Rajasthan governments ov-
er the reported plan to re-
draw the boundaries of the
Sariska Tiger Reserve for
the reactivation of over 50
mining operations, saying
the move would be "eco-
logically devastating".
Congress general secre-
tary, communications in-
charge, Jairam Ramesh
shared on X a media report
which claimed that a plan
to redraw the boundaries
of Rajasthan's Sariska Tiger
Reserve is inching closer to
approval, paving the way
for the reactivation of over
50 mining operations that
the Supreme Court had
previously ordered shut.
There was no imme-
diate response from the
Centre or the Rajasthan go-
vernment on the claims.
Mr. Ramesh pointed out
that the Sariska Tiger Re-
serve near Alwar is an out-

A tuger spotted at the Sanska Tnger Reservein RaJasthan FILE PHOTO

standing example of
revival.
"The tiger population at

Sariska had been reduced
to exactly zero by Decem-
ber 2004 thanks to an hyp-
eractive poaching net-
work. This created a
nationwide shock and led
to the creation of the Tiger
Task Force in April 2005,"
he said in a post in X.

Mr. Ramesh said the-
reafter along with the Pan-
na Tiger Reserve, reloca-
tion was initiated at Sariska
in the face of considerable
scepticism from some ex-
perts themselves and to-

day the tiger count stands
at a historic high of 48.

"Now the boundary of
the tiger reserve is about to
get redrawn. This will ena-
ble 50 mining companies
which have been closed
down to resume opera-
tions," Mr. Ramesh
claimed.

"The Union Environ-
ment Minister is from Al-
war. So is the Environment
Minister of Rajasthan.
Surely this double engine
cannot be supporting such
corridor fragmentation to
benefit the mine owners,"
Mr. Ramesh said.

Congress
flays proposal
to revive
mining
operations in
Sariska Tiger
Reserve

ARTHT TBIR
Rera & @
AT A

o AT Y

The Congress on
Sunday attacked
the Centre and
Rajasthan
governments over
the reported plan
to redraw the
boundaries of the
Sariska Tiger
Reserve for the
reactivation of
over 50 mining
operations, saying
the move would be
"ecologically
devastating”.

AR A FATA
&g 3 TeEATT

TEHRT 91 AT 3o Rerd i Wit &t oo fruiRa s i 50 F arftrs @orer
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e Congress general secretary, communications incharge, Jairam Ramesh shared on X a
media report which claimed that a plan to redraw the boundaries of Rajasthan's Sariska
Tiger Reserve is inching closer to approval.

HIIT AT 3R FTIR THRT ST AT o X T Teh A1 RAIE A1 &, fra# g
T T ASTEYTT & AREHT IR Rarer hr AaAn3it &l Go7: TR vt 7 Disterr #wlt &
FO ¢

e The plan would pave the way for the reactivation of over 50 mining operations that
the Supreme Court had previously ordered shut.

Ig Aottt 50 { AT Tetel FrAt Y BT J Y& HTe hT ITEAT 1D K39, S T8el gha
FIE o §C Aol T 37Tee T 7|

e There was no immediate response from the Centre or the Rajasthan government on
the claims.

o7 GIaT W &g IT TSTEYT AIFHR DT IR T IS dchlel T hdT 1g IS |

e« Mr. Ramesh pointed out that the Sariska Tiger Reserve near Alwar is an outstanding
example of revival.

A1 T A FgT o 3rera} & 91w e aREFT T39R RS qersifast &1 o 3cgse 38180
gl

e "The tiger population at Sariska had been reduced to exactly zero by December
2004 thanks to a hyperactive poaching network.

"feaT 2004 aF Wit 7 Al i GEAT 7T 81 7S o, foHeT FRoT v winy R
Acad Tl

e This created a nationwide shock and led to the creation of the Tiger Task Force in
April 2005," he said in a post in X.

wﬁ@mﬁmq@amﬁ?mzoosﬁmmﬁ#%mwmw,"
3ol X I Ueh UIC H Fgl|
e Mr. Ramesh said thereafter, along with the Panna Tiger Reserve, relocation was

initiated at Sariska in the face of considerable scepticism from some experts
themselves.

AT T = gl Toh F1e; H, TolT SFIR Rord & A1y, AREHT 7 Ioratar S T arm, 7ot g1
o AT o SH olhT HTH T&E ST

e Today, the tiger count stands at a historic high of 48.
3177, araY &Y gEaT Mawles T @ 48 aa;qg%rﬂé%l

* "Now the boundary of the tiger reserve is about to get redrawn. This will enable 50

mining companies which have been closed down to resume operations,”" Mr. Ramesh
claimed.
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"319 3IR Reorer i Wor Y gor: fre iR fovam o @1 81 509 50 9 Y 1€ Weret Fafaar

6T & FaTerer o T ehall," S WA o grar fohaT |

e "The Union Environment Minister is from Alwar. So is the Environment Minister of
Rajasthan.

"HEIT JATGIOT FHAT AR T &, 3R TSI F qHawor 7 oft agi F 1"

o Surely this double engine cannot be supporting such corridor fragmentation to
benefit the mine owners," Mr. Ramesh said.
fATRTd 8 T8 S goiet TXHR Gelel ATTrehl Y w17 Tl & forw ¥ Iferan i fAsmioraT
FIA BT GHAA AGT HT Fehall," AT A A FgT|
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Two Kkilled after landslide
hits hotel site in Uttarkashi

Seven people missing after disaster triggered by cloudburst; NDRF, SDRF, and police carrying out

search operations on a war footing, says District Magistrate; Chardham Yatra suspended for a day

Press Trust of India
UTTARKASHI

wo workers were
T killed while seven
went missing early

on Sunday after a landslide
triggered by a cloudburst
hit their campsite at an un-
der-construction hotel
along the Yamunotri Na-
tional Highway in Uttar-
kashi district of Uttarak-
hand, officials said.

The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF),
SDRF and police personnel
are jointly carrying out
search and rescue opera-
tions at the site on a war
footing, District Magistrate
Prashant Arya said. Chard-
ham Yatra was suspended
for a day in view of heavy
rainfall at various places
across the State and possi-
bility of landslides, the offi-
cials said.

Bodies of the two la-
bourers were recovered
from the banks of the Ya-
muna river near Tiladi Sha-
heed Smarak, about 18 km
from the place where the
landslide occurred, Sub-In-
spector Vikram Singh said.

There were 29 labourers
at the campsite when the
landslide occurred wash-
ing away around 10 metres
of the highway. Twenty of
them were evacuated to sa-

Disaster response: The SDRF conducts a rescue operatlon in Baligarh along the Barkot Yamunotrl road
in Uttarkashi on Sunday. The highway has been closed at many places since the cloudburst. AN

fety while nine went mis-
sing, Mr. Arya said, adding
that bodies of two of them
have been found. The la-
bourers were from Nepal,
Dehradun and Uttar Pra-
desh’s Pilibhit, he added.

The landslide occurred
at Silai Bend about 4 km
ahead of Paligad, Uttar-
kashi, he said.

The deceased were
identified as Dujelal (55)
from Pilibhit and Keval
Visht (43) from Nepal.
Their bodies have been
sent to Naugaon communi-
ty health centre, the offi-
cials said.

The missing labourers
include Roshan Chaudhry
(37), Anveer Dhami (40),

Kallu Ram Chaudhry (60)
and Sar Katel Dhami (32)
from Nepal and Jaichand
(38), Chhotu (22) and Pri-
yansh (20) from Dehradun,
the District Magistrate said.

Highway blocked
The highway is blocked by
landslide debris at Silai
Bend and Gujri Bend, he
said. Pilgrims returning
from Yamunotri have been
asked to stay at safe loca-
tions due to the blocked
highway, he added. Reo-
pening the highway may
take a few hours, he said,
adding a PWD team is busy
clearing the route.

“Search and rescue op-
erations are under way at

the site. I am constantly in
touch with the officials
concerned,” Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami said.
He has issued instructions
to open the closed roads
and provide food and med-
icine to pilgrims waiting at
different locations on the
Chardham route.

The Meteorological De-
partment has issued a red
alert for heavy rains on
Sunday and Monday in va-
rious districts, including
Uttarkashi, Rudraprayag,
Dehradun, Tehri, Pauri,
Haridwar, Nainital, Cham-
pawat and Udham Singh
Nagar, prompting authori-
ties to put the Chardham
Yatra on hold.

Two killed after
landslide hits
hotel site in
Uttarkashi

Feanelt &
gled T W
HEGeaT A al
et Fr #@ia

Two workers were
killed while seven
went missing early
on Sunday after a
landslide triggered
by a cloudburst hit
their campsite at an
under-construction
hotel along the
Yamunotri National
Highway in
Uttarkashi district of
Uttarakhand,
officials said.

TGN gae 3e@s
& FTarel e &
AT TS TSTAT
W & AT
gled & 9T $[FEa,

S o FemssaeE @ g, F v AT IR w1 wenfaa R, ot o sfot fr ata er org
3 w1 STaar gt ey

o The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), SDRF and police personnel are
jointly carrying out search and rescue operations at the site on a war footing, District
Magistrate Prashant Arya said.
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I TR 9T Gor 3R e srfdrarer wor @ §

o Chardham Yatra was suspended for a day in view of heavy rainfall at various places
across the State and possibility of landslides, the officials said.

HRIFIRAT 2 gdr i To & fAffiet Turet o sl arfer 317 sgrarersr i werrae 1
¢ §U IRYUTH I11 U foret & v s R 15 &

« Bodies of the two labourers were recovered from the banks of the Yamuna river near
Tiladi Shaheed Smarak, about 18 km from the place where the landslide occurred,
Sub-Inspector Vikram Singh said.

39-fordrerer fasrer RiT @ S o &) AsTql & ara spr@ers Tue & oarstar 18 et gy,
forast eréie TARS & I AHAT A & AR & WG e )

¢ There were 29 labourers at the campsite when the landslide occurred washing away
around 10 metres of the highway.

HEGT & FAY R Fa W 29 #fAs Alog & 3R To#ART F7 wwrsr 10 #iex Rear a8
IgT|

o Twenty of them were evacuated to safety while nine went missing, Mr. Arya said,
adding that bodies of two of them have been found.

A 3 A g o 397 & d B gridva e wa, et @t arar gy e, GAd a e F
T TAG [hU T E |

e The labourers were from Nepal, Dehradun, and Uttar Pradesh’s Pilibhit, he added.

3eglel ST foh HTHE ATel, Geige 3R 3T 9 & dieltshiad @ 2|

e The landslide occurred at Silai Bend, about 4 km ahead of Paligad, Uttarkashi, he
said.

3o iel I 3 sFEe mﬁ$m#4ﬁ#ﬁ3ﬂﬁmﬁ'§tﬁ§ml

e The deceased were identified as Dujelal (55) from Pilibhit and Keval Visht (43) from
Nepal.

FcIhl &Y qgrTel dielisfie & goterer (55) IR AU F FHaer fase (43) FTTAES &
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Their bodies have been sent to Naugaon community health centre, the officials said.

STUIRAT & T 3 37 21t Ft AleNa ATETRe Fareed &g a1 a7 ¢

The missing labourers include Roshan Chaudhry (37), Anveer Dhami (40), Kallu
Ram Chaudhry (60) and Sar Katel Dhami (32) from Nepal and Jaichand (38), Chhotu
(22) and Priyansh (20) from Dehradun, the District Magistrate said.

fore srfrerdt & Sara o araar AffeT & sarer @ tere =iy (37), 3TdR 4Tt (40), Fee,
T terdY (60) 3TN X FdeTr UTAT (32) AT BTG § TG (38), BIT (22) 3R Rramer (20)
enfAer &1

Highway Blocked
ITSTATET TG

The highway is blocked by landslide debris at Silai Bend and Gujri Bend, he said.
3egiel o o frams §3 X el 93 O STt FT AET AT 61 & AT IS &
IATE |

Pilgrims returning from Yamunotri have been asked to stay at safe locations due to
the blocked highway, he added.

3egiel ST fob IHAE F wile @ ARt & wer o g 3 gritra wumet W ost
Fifoh TSTATT Iaeae &

Reopening the highway may take a few hours, he said, adding a PWD team is busy
clearing the route.

3ogiel el foh TSTATT Y 6T § Wiew F F& G o1 Tl & 31X PWD i 31 A1 5t a6
aﬂﬁﬁmﬁﬁ‘s‘l

“Search and rescue operations are under way at the site. | am constantly in touch with
the officials concerned,” Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami said.

FEgH gsaT AT aTell A g, Ay W @S AR 99 F1 g9 @1 8| H defea
3TTRRTRET o Hoeh A g1
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¢ He has issued instructions to open the closed roads and provide food and medicine
to pilgrims waiting at different locations on the Chardham route.

3oglel 4¢ FP! FT @ieret 3R IRUTH ART W AT Tt W) o Ayt #) siere silv
EaTSdT 3TeleY I & fAeer GU &

o The Meteorological Department has issued a red alert for heavy rains on Sunday
and Monday in various districts, including Uttarkashi, Rudraprayag, Dehradun, Tehri,
Pauri, Haridwar, Nainital, Champawat, and Udham Singh Nagar, prompting
authorities to put the Chardham Yatra on hold.

FHiwrer Rsmer o1 AR Ak Werar w1 3T, T, dage, el Wi, sRear,
Aarer, Turad 3R 3uw R TR afed e St & o aut F fow 3= 3rae Ry fFar
¢, ST Terd IRt AT Y A AT AT | |
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At ISS, Shukla takes up experiment on
skeletal muscle degradatlon in space

GS Paper llI: S&T

Theé Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Group Captain Shubhan-
shu Shukla, who is aboard
the International Space
Station (ISS), has com-
menced research activities
at the orbiting laboratory.

According to Axiom
Space, the crew members
are fully immersed in their
mission having transi-
tioned smoothly from ar-
rival protocols to hands-on
research.

Axiom Space said Shux
(Group Captain Shukla’s
mission call sign) spent
time in the Life Sciences
Glovebox (LSG) working
on the Myogenesis experi-
ment.

“This study aims to un-
cover the biological path-
ways behind skeletal mus-
cle degradation in space —
amajor challenge for astro-
nauts. By identifying these
mechanisms, researchers
hope to develop targeted

Lab work: Shubhanshu Shukla spent time in the Life Sciences
Glovebox working on Myogenesis experiment, says Axiom Space. ANI

therapies that could not
only protect space travel-
ers but also aid people suf-
fering from muscle—degen-
erative diseases on Earth,”
Axion Space said.

The ISRO has shortlisted
seven microgravity experi-
ments which Mr. Shukla
would be conducting dur-
ing his 14-day stay at the
ISS. Myogenesis has been
proposed by the Bengalu-
ru-based Institute of Stem
Cell Science and Regenera-

tive Medicine (InStem).

The ISRO has said that
the experience gained
through the seven experi-
ments is expected to nur-
ture a microgravity re-
search ecosystem in India,
resulting in the induction
of advanced microgravity
experiments in various dis-
ciplines in the Indian space
programme.

The ISRO and NASA will
also participate in five joint
science investigations and

two in-orbit STEM
(science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics)
demonstrations.

Axiom said the crew in-
itiated the Cerebral Hemo-
dynamics study, complet-
ing the first session after
installing the necessary
software. “Using ultra-
sound technology, this re-
search explores how blood
circulates in the brain un-
der microgravity condi-
tions. The findings could
improve our understand-
ing of cardiovascular adap-
tation in space and inform
medical diagnostics and
treatments for conditions
like stroke and hyperten-
sion on Earth,” it said.

The Axiom-4 mission re-
search complement in-
cludes around 60 scientific
studies and activities re-
presenting 31 countries, in-
cluding the U.S., India, Po-
land, Hungary, Saudi
Arabia, Brazil, Nigeria, the
UAE, and Europe.

At ISS, Shukla takes up experiment on skeletal muscle
degradation in space

ITATISET AHANET T IX, YFeT o HARET H Fprer Y
ATHAFRIAT & &7 9T TI9T &

Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla, who is aboard the International Space
Station (ISS), has commenced research activities at the orbiting laboratory.

SEAUAS TIH FUA (ISS) W AIe[g 9 Freeet qanie) e F FahT vremen #
HepweTe ARt E A
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e According to Axiom Space, the crew members are fully immersed in their mission
having transitioned smoothly from arrival protocols to hands-on research.

Axiom Space % 3JH, F HGET A WIEIhIel & Tgol & A G Iregaene
wfase glehT 3r9eT farereT A gt oRe & faca g I |

e Axiom Space said Shux (Group Captain Shukla’s mission call sign) spent time in
the Life Sciences Glovebox (LSG) working on the Myogenesis experiment.

Axiom Space & T 3 Shux (T et YT FT AUT FidT AIF) o ABE ASHS
To@arFd (LSG) H Myogenesis TART T F1 fham|

e “This study aims to uncover the biological pathways behind skeletal muscle
degradation in space — a major challenge for astronauts.

“IE T HANET H Feprel T ATHARIAT F &7 & NS & Sifaw At FF IR = 7
3E8RY [T § — Sl HaAReT T3t & faw ven a3t gatedt 31

o By identifying these mechanisms, researchers hope to develop targeted therapies that
could not only protect space travelers but also aid people suffering from muscle-
degenerative diseases on Earth,” Axiom Space said.

ST UTShATAT Y TgdTel dich, MUHdT VAT dAfdrd RIfhcae [ fd e argd & oI raiat
AT Y oY FR&T < &, AT & gl I ArdRfT-3raar 39 & NS o i o Feg X
Hah,” Axiom Space ¥ &gT|

e The ISRO has shortlisted seven microgravity experiments which Mr. Shukla would be
conducting during his 14-day stay at the ISS.

ISRO = ISS WX 14 &Y & Tar o NI AT Yol SaRT fhT SiTeT aTel AT ATSHIATAET
TN Y e foree fRar gl

e Myogenesis has been proposed by the Bengaluru-based Institute of Stem Cell
Science and Regenerative Medicine (InStem).

Myogenesis Y3197 deref% ffua ¥eor dor a15w AR geraifslt fRfrear @Fam (InStem)
CART gEdTad foRaT I B
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e The ISRO has said that the experience gained through the seven experiments is
expected to nurture a microgravity research ecosystem in India,

ISRO & #gT & T 57 ATt Y911 oh ATEGH & JTCeT T8 R H A1 fady sraqaerey
uRfeufad a7 I Refaa F = 7 derae g,

o resulting in the induction of advanced microgravity experiments in various
disciplines in the Indian space programme.

oo sl 3raftet s & AR &3t 7 I ASHARE TAat F71 gAY Horg
g

o The ISRO and NASA will also participate in five joint science investigations and two
in-orbit STEM demonstrations.

ISRO 31X NASA f&crent i §gad S arqauter 3T &Y &1 & STEM (Rrmer,
wieaifahy, gehforaRer, arfore) weeker & et oy

e Axiom said the crew initiated the Cerebral Hemodynamics study, completing the first
session after installing the necessary software.

Axiom & I fo 3 & BT FASAATRTFH HEAqT Y& Fhar 3R 3Taeas Aiwedaw
TR el & STe qgelt § T fhaT|

e ‘“Using ultrasound technology, this research explores how blood circulates in the
brain under microgravity conditions.

“Tg ATET HETIAISS ddhelleh I SUATT Foh ASH AT Rt 7 Afeass & & d yare
BT AT T IATH FIAT ¢ |

e The findings could improve our understanding of cardiovascular adaptation in space
and inform medical diagnostics and treatments for conditions like stroke and
hypertension on Earth,” it said.

58 forcany 3aReT 7 Fea-Larelt Aot ol GHII THST &1 JeT Herd! & 3N gl T FF
3R g St Rufaat & RfrcdT e 3(R 3R & g~ar T Oad §,” I8 &l
T

e The Axiom-4 mission research complement includes around 60 scientific studies and
activities representing 31 countries, including the U.S., India, Poland, Hungary,
Saudi Arabia, Brazil, Nigeria, the UAE, and Europe.
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Noble rot, the alchemist of wines, is
setting fungal biology abuzz

In a startling discovery, researchers from Sichuan University and the University of British Columbia have found that botrytis fungi cannot be cloned. In these fungi, no single

D.P. Kasbekar

n wine-making circles, “noble rot”

is an exalted name for the botrytis

fungus (Botrytis cinerea). It infects

grapes, penetrates the skin, causes
the berries to lose water by evaporation
and shrivel up, and thus concentrates the
sugars and flavours in them. Since only a
small percentage of grapes in a vineyard
are infected, they must be picked by
hand.

This makes the picking process
labour-intensive and drives up the cost.
The crushed grape juice from rotted
grapes is used to make high-quality sweet
wines like the Sauternes of Bordeaux, the
Trockenbeerenauslese of Germany and
Austria, and the Tokaji Aszis of Hungary.
They are also very expensive.

Befitting its exalted status, the botrytis
fungus was also found recently to exhibit
an unusual idiosyncrasy. In all animals,
plants, and fungi, the nucleus of a cell
contains one or more sets of all of the
chromosomes of the organism. This
property of nuclei allows us to clone
animals. Scientists can transfer such a
nucleus, which contains all the DNA
instructions, into an egg cell whose own
nucleus has been removed and, in the
right conditions, prompt it to develop into
anew organism.

But because of the idiosyncrasy,
botrytis fungus cannot be cloned — nor
can another fungus called Sclerotinia
sclerotiorum.

A team of researchers from Sichuan
University in China and the University of
British Columbia in Canada have made a
startling discovery: in these fungi, no
single nucleus contains a complete set of
chromosomes. Instead, the chromosome
set is distributed across two or more
nuclei, and any one nucleus contains only
asubset.

These unexpected findings were
reported in Science.

Ascomycetes, asci, ascospores

Botrytis and Sclerotinia are ascomycetes
fungi. The first cell of a baby fungus born
following a mating between two
ascomycetes fungi is called the ascospore.
All the subsequent other cells of the
individual are derived from it. This is the
defining feature of ascomycetes fungi. The
ascospores are produced in a sac-like cell
called the ascus (plural asci). An ascus,
produced when two parental strains
mate, contains two complete sets of
chromosomes.

In many well-studied ascomycetes
fungi, eight ascospores are made in each
ascus. All the nuclei of an individual
ascospore are genetically identical. That
is, they all have the same set of
chromosomes. B. cinerea and S.

sclerotiorum also make asci with eight
spores. The researchers had no reason to
suspect them to be any different.

How are discoveries made?

People are often curious to know how
scientists make their discoveries. Most
discoveries originate in experiments that
did not work in the way they were meant
to. Sadly, the converse is not true.

The most common explanation for
experiments that don’t work the way
were meant to is some kind of “operator
error” - i.e. a silly mistake of some kind: a
growth medium was not properly made,
the incubator was not set to the right
temperature, the wrong strain was used,
etc. Silly mistakes are more common than
serendipitous leads.

Not surprisingly, scientists get mad
with experiments that don’t work. But
once in a while, this type of experiment is
a harbinger of an unexpected discovery.
This is the scientist’s dilemma.

Improbable versus true
The research team set out to obtain
mutants of S. sclerotiorum. For this they
exposed the ascospores to ultraviolet
light. Each S. sclerotiorum ascospore
contains two nuclei. Both nuclei were
assumed to carry the same set of
chromosomes. UV-induced mutations
occur at random. Therefore, it was highly
unlikely the same gene would become
inactivated in both nuclei of an ascospore.
C 1y, a colony contai
mutant cells was also expected to include

| asector with non-mutant cells. The

Agrape vineyard in Moldova, 2017. Botrytis fungi |n!ezts grapes wnth the effect of concentrating the sugars and flavours in them. usaip

Botrytis cinerea also called noble
rot infects grapes, penetrates the
skin, causes the berries to lose

water by cvamgration and shrivel

suggrs and flavours in them

non-mutant cells would have nuclei
descended from the ascospore nucleus
with the non-mutant gene.

But in the experiment, of the more
than 100 mutant colonies the researchers
examined, all contained only mutant
cells. None of them had a non-mutant
sector. This was most unexpected. Why
weren't any non-mutant cells seen in
these colonies?

This observation set the researchers up
for their Sherlock Holmes 5

ascospore. The probe never lit up both
nuclei.

This meant the two nuclei harboured
distinct chromosome sets. When both
probes were used together, in some
ascospores the signals showed up in only
one nucleus and in other ascospores the
signals were seen in both nuclei. This
meant the distribution of chromosomes
in the nuclei differed between ascospores.

Further tests revealed that each
nucleus of a S. sclerotiorum or B. cinerea
ascospore contained only three to eight
chromosomes.

New questions
The hndmgs have already spdwned mdny

“When you have eliminated all which is
impossible, then whatever remains,
however improbable, must be the truth.”
Could the two nuclei between them
contain only one set of chromosomes?

Closer examination
The researchers wrote in their paper:
“Because this prediction challenges

blished principles of ct
biology, we conducted a closer
examination of the ascospores’ nuclei and
chromosomes.”

They used molecular probes that bind
specifically to individual chromosomes,
allowing them to say whether or not a
nucleus contains the chromosome. When
the probes were used individually, they lit
up exclusively one nucleus per

in the research cc
What is the mechanism by which
chr are allocated to the

different nuclei? How is genetic integrity
preserved during cell division? What
restores a complete set of chromosomes
when the fungus mates, and with its
mating partner forms new asci? Which
genes and mechanisms are involved in
chromosome sorting and regulation?
‘What advantage does chromosome
distribution confer to Botrytis and
Sclerotinia?

The questions have generated a new
buzz in fungal biology. Right now,
scientists doing research with fruit flies,
nematodes, zebrafish, mice, and other
model organisms might be envying those
‘working with rot fungi — noble or
otherwise.

(D.P. Kasbekar is a retired scientist.
kasbekardp@yahoo.co.in)

nucleus contains a complete set of chromosomes. Instead, the chromosome set is distributed across two or more nuclei, and any one nucleus contains only a subset

THE GIST

Botrytis and Sclerotinia are
ascomycetes fungi. The first
cell of a baby fungus born
following a mating between
ascomycetes is called an
ascospore. These are
produced in a cell called the
ascus, which contains two
sets of chromosomes

v

Researchers used molecular
probes that bind to individual
chromosomes. When the
probes were used individually,
they lit up exclusively one
nucleus per ascospore. This
meant the two nuclei
harboured distinct
chromosome sets

v

The findings have spawned
many questions. What is the
mechanism by which
chromosomes are allocated?
How is genetic integrity
preserved? What advantage
does chromosome distribution
confer to Botrytis and
Sclerotinia?

Noble rot, the alchemist of wines, is setting fungal biology
abuzz

‘el e, IS Y THITHA, BTel G & Tl AATET &

In a startling discovery, researchers from Sichuan University and the University
of British Columbia have found that botrytis fungi cannot be cloned.
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g # 9 7 fF AT e dr Faifer gt hr S wawedt|

In these fungi, no single nucleus contains a complete set of chromosomes.

o el H, et va e #F qot JoregEt &1 wegg wE g

Instead, the chromosome set is distributed across two or more nuclei, and any one
nucleus contains only a subset.

SH S, AOTHAT T WHE & A1 s it 7 faRe etar 8, 31K el o nfdras o
Fae UH HITAF THE g B

In wine-making circles, “noble rot” is an exalted name for the botrytis fungus
(Botrytis cinerea).

ATE-FAATT ST , "Aler e ! NART FHg (Botrytis cinerea) & foIT U #gher
3Ty ATAT ST & |

It infects grapes, penetrates the skin, causes the berries to lose water by
evaporation and shrivel up, and thus concentrates the sugars and flavours in them.

Ig I T WH AT FIT §, s 1 digar ¥, fSaa arsdisior & Area# § ared fawa
ST § 3R et R a8, o 3ot e sk T e oy I

Since only a small percentage of grapes in a vineyard are infected, they must be
picked by hand.

e Tarelt 8T 31T & a1eT 3 Sharet AT WA 39X &1 WehfAT 81 &, sHfeT 3¢ graf &
gl ggar ¢ |

This makes the picking process labour-intensive and drives up the cost.

ST AYSer Y URHAT SH-A1ET FodT § 3R dera 98 st B

The crushed grape juice from rotted grapes is used to make high-quality sweet wines

like the Sauternes of Bordeaux, the Trockenbeerenauslese of Germany and Austria,
and the Tokaji Aszus of Hungary.

w3 FU I F A T T 3T 32T JUrawT arelt HS argeT 71e H g § S 1 e
#Y Sauternes, ST 31X 3T Y Trockenbeerenauslese, 31X &I F Tokaji

Aszus|

They are also very expensive.

3 arge agd HEI oM @I 8

Befitting its exalted status, the botrytis fungus was also found recently to exhibit an
unusual idiosyncrasy.

$Hh 3T T o 31761, AT Bhe 7 87T & H Teh HATATT frwar ot arg a1 |
In all animals, plants, and fungi, the nucleus of a cell contains one or more sets of all
of the chromosomes of the organism.

T3t wrfora, dhet 3t woel 7, e i @ aifde 36 Sha & woft JorgEt & v A
3 g War gl
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This property of nuclei allows us to clone animals.

e i T AT g wforat iy Fefaar Fee A AT N ¥

Scientists can transfer such a nucleus into an egg cell whose own nucleus has been
removed and, in the right conditions, prompt it to develop into a new organism.

deferes U8 AT Y 3W HST0] FIRFT A FAAART FT T § FTTHT 7T AR aprer
T 8Y 3R Ty ARl & 75 vk v sha & Refaa & war 21

But because of the idiosyncrasy, botrytis fungus cannot be cloned — nor can
another fungus called Sclerotinia sclerotiorum.

et 30 faeiwar & FRoT, SIERT whg $it Fafaer 81 g Wehd! — 3N o &1 Ueh 317
%he Sclerotinia sclerotiorum 7|

A team of researchers from Sichuan University in China and the University of British
Columbia in Canada have made a startling discovery.

et & Rgamer freafaearera 3R Fest & fafeer wiefaar Reafaearera & arerndisi @
1A o T dientet arelt @S HT g

In these fungi, no single nucleus contains a complete set of chromosomes.

g1 el #, et weh AT F qut aporEt 1 wHg A @)

Instead, the chromosome set is distributed across two or more nuclei, and any one
nucleus contains only a subset.

$H JoTTY, IUIAT T GHE &Y A7 34 et # Fafka ghar 8, 3R foredr v anfare A
el Ueh 311 HHg 8T o
These unexpected findings were reported in Science.

J YATFAT fAsHY Science ﬁ%ﬁ%gﬁfl

Ascomycetes, asci, ascospores

Botrytis and Sclerotinia are ascomycetes fungi.

SiaRw 3R TR A fica vhe £

The first cell of a baby fungus born following a mating between two ascomycetes
fungi is called the ascospore.

el TERIATSFATH Bghal & HNT & o UeT gled aTell Jall Hohe shT Tgoll ShiTRIehT i TERIFIR

el ST & |
All the subsequent other cells of the individual are derived from it.

39 ST $r g3 31T FIRAPTT SH T 3cqeeT gt &

This is the defining feature of ascomycetes fungi.

Ig TERIATS CH Bhal 1 v e g |
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e The ascospores are produced in a sac-like cell called the ascus (plural asci).
mﬂwmmmﬁm%mm(@mm)mm%l

e An ascus, produced when two parental strains mate, contains two complete sets of
chromosomes.

ST &1 HTHHATTF YR AT §, I Iof) aTet T 3 &Y quF [T HAg &t & |
« In many well-studied ascomycetes fungi, eight ascospores are made in each ascus.
Fs HETATAT TEHIATSTACH FHAl H, Teidh TFFH H 376 TERIFAR 31 &
e All the nuclei of an individual ascospore are genetically identical.
fonell TERIFAR & Helt AT AT AT w7 & FAT g1l 21
e Thatis, they all have the same set of chromosomes.
37T, 3o7 |l H WA IOTA g &I o
e B. cinerea and S. sclerotiorum also make asci with eight spores.
B. cinerea 3iR S. sclerotiorum &7 3T& ASTUL3HT aTer TEFH TATA B |
e The researchers had no reason to suspect them to be any different.

QNETHAT3IT ST 3o el AT T HIS FROT AT AT

How are discoveries made?
ara FJ B g2

o People are often curious to know how scientists make their discoveries.
NI 3FAT FATAAT IE & foF T 319t @e Hd g &

¢ Most discoveries originate in experiments that did not work in the way they were
meant to.

31frerTer @iet 08 YA & 3c9ea gl & oY seed alid @ F1H 78 Fd |
e Sadly, the converse is not true.
gU &I &1 § foh &l 3T Wel ¢! g |

e The most common explanation for experiments that don’t work is some kind of
“operator error”.

S ST A AL F, 3oToh oI I HAT FTTSEIHIOT Gl § S " 3HTavex 3|

o A silly mistake of some kind: a growth medium was not properly made, the incubator
was not set to the right temperature, the wrong strain was used, etc.

IS FEATYOT el SN T3 e Arewsr e O 767 9471, FAFYRE Tl AIATH W A
T, ITelel FEeT T ST 3T, TS|

o Silly mistakes are more common than serendipitous leads.
F@arqut srafaat wlmeaemed @t & s aeea g

e Not surprisingly, scientists get mad with experiments that don’t work.

FIS 3MRTY g foh dATA WA gAN @ ARTS &) AT & S I 781 8ic |
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e But once in a while, this type of experiment is a harbinger of an unexpected
discovery.

Aferet Fmafl-arell, FEY TANT AT WSt FT 3G ToAT B |

e This is the scientist’s dilemma.

Y ¥ e 1 g

Improbable versus true
HEHTST TATH T

The research team set out to obtain mutants of S. sclerotiorum.

oMer YF o S. sclerotiorum & 3ICIREdT YT ey & foIT g=aNeT & feha|

e For this they exposed the ascospores to ultraviolet light.

ST [T 3ogio) TERIEUI FT G aredt Tahrer & |9 & @1l

o Each S. sclerotiorum ascospore contains two nuclei.

Icd S. sclerotiorum TERIEIR H & ATfAS g1 & |

e Both nuclei were assumed to carry the same set of chromosomes.
TE AT 31T o QAT AT 3 WA I[OTHA TG &Il ¢

e UV-induced mutations occur at random.

I GART 3c9e+T 3caRAdT AGeod T H 8d &

o Therefore, it was highly unlikely the same gene would become inactivated in both
nuclei of an ascospore.

mw@amm%mmmmmﬁwamﬁma
il

o Consequently, a colony containing mutant cells was also expected to include a
sector with non-mutant cells.

IRUTHAETRY, Teh Icafad! FIAFIHT arelt St & A-3cafadt 13t &1 v Hrer ofr
gieT &1 3FdIe o
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« The non-mutant cells would have nuclei descended from the ascospore nucleus with
the non-mutant gene.

W-3cafadt iRt & A1f6E 39 rrraR A1ffE F 3cae gia foas R-3caRadt
ShieT gl

e Butin the experiment, of the more than 100 mutant colonies the researchers
examined, all contained only mutant cells.

Aifehet gteT 3, eerahd13it o f51eT 100 & 3% euRadt wienfaat 1 odiator o, 395
st & Fae scafadt iR o)

« None of them had a non-mutant sector.

398 O fFdY 7 off Ax-3cafadt smer 1€t am)

e This was most unexpected.

g e YT 2T

o Why weren’t any non-mutant cells seen in these colonies?

e This observation set the researchers up for their Sherlock Holmes moment:

Y 37dellehsT o 2METRATT ST 3oTeh AT a1 &T0T T 31 IR .

e “When you have eliminated all which is impossible, then whatever remains, however
improbable, must be the truth.”

ST 39 3TESTE H gl Teb &, A S & TIal &, W a8 Rvelel o 37T 774t o1 &Y, a8
T gIar gl

e Could the two nuclei between them contain only one set of chromosomes?

T 3 Y AR A Fael T UTHA HE 1T 87

Closer examination
g qreTor
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The researchers wrote in their paper:

METHaTHT oF 379y U H forar:

“Because this prediction challenges established principles of chromosome biology,
we conducted a closer examination of the ascospores’ nuclei and chromosomes.”

"I IF AfTsaTol qurgE shtafaam & vnfa Rguiat # gatd & ¢, g epeay
o AT I JOTHAT FT Tger TdaTor foham|”

They used molecular probes that bind specifically to individual chromosomes,
allowing them to say whether or not a nucleus contains the chromosome.

3egiel ATOTFaS Wi T 3T o it farflree aporegat & Spga €, 'orad d g o7t ure fo
fendll STTTSieh # a8 UG ¢ a1 61|

When the probes were used individually, they lit up exclusively one nucleus per
ascospore.

S WeH T 37c3T-37619T IYANIT fhAT 1T, f 3oaieT Teddh TEHIEIR H hadl T &) ATfAF
F yHIRAT T HaT|

The probe never lit up both nuclei.

o 3t sfY @At SR Y ST vt el o)

This meant the two nuclei harboured distinct chromosome sets.
SHHT HcTeld g o QY ATTHRT 7 IeTaT-3reTeT IO FHE &

When both probes were used together, in some ascospores the signals showed up in
only one nucleus and in others, the signals were seen in both nuclei.

SIS Sl HoH Y T AL SEAATE [T AT, A FS TERIEUIY & Hebel Hdel U ARG 7
W 3R o # =t anfdat 7|

This meant the distribution of chromosomes in the nuclei differed between
ascospores.

SHT FHcATs AT foh JOREAT T FITOT CrhIeaRt & drer annfdient o= o
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¢ Further tests revealed that each nucleus of a S. sclerotiorum or B. cinerea ascospore
contained only three to eight chromosomes.

T & qI0It T 9T T & S. sclerotiorum AT B. cinerea TEHITUR & T AlTHSG H
charel cftel § TS IO &1t &

New questions
olU YRoT

e The findings have already spawned many questions in the research community.

39 WISt o 2T TG 3 Ut &1 8 AT ReT 3cTesT 1 GV ¢ |

What is the mechanism by which chromosomes are allocated to the different nuclei?

faffeer Aot 1 aqorga & mafea g €, swe aF 87

e How is genetic integrity preserved during cell division?

HIfeRT FaeTSTeT & GNTeT HTeTa e IrEsar F4 a=Te @t ATt 32

o Whatrestores a complete set of chromosomes when the fungus mates, and with its
mating partner forms new asci?

ST G, HANT T § I 376 HIl o W AT TFhd ATl §, I U7 IO Hog 4
TETel e 87

e Which genes and mechanisms are involved in chromosome sorting and regulation?

T Bers AR Rforasre A wia @ Sher sk a7 anfder g2

e What advantage does chromosome distribution confer to Botrytis and Sclerotinia?

Botrytis 31X Sclerotinia & IO & Rawor ¥ =41 @197 BYeAr 872

e The questions have generated a new buzz in fungal biology.

o1 URAAT o HaTel SATaAATeT & 1§ gorael FAT &T &

¢ Right now, scientists doing research with fruit flies, nematodes, zebrafish, mice, and
other model organisms might be envying those working with rot fungi — noble or
otherwise.

SH HAY, Gl Y AfFET, AATRISH, SAATRHer, T@T 3R 37 Alse Sal W HH H ©
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Synthetic genome: DNA from scratch

Vasudevan Mukunth

Between 1990 and 2003, more
than 2,800 scientists around the
world sequenced almost the
entire human genome. This was
the Human Genome Project
(HGP), which, at a cost of $2.7
billion, aimed to identify every
human gene and make the data
freely accessible to accelerate
biology and medicine. By 2003,
the team had produced the first
reference human genome,
covering 92% of the 3.1 billion
bases.

The effort led to better
genome sequencing
technologies, anticipated policy
decisions on genomic
discrimination and IP rights, and
paved the way for genome-wide
association studies.

Now, researchers in the UK
have launched the Synthetic
HGP (SynHG). Whereas HGP
“read” the human genome,
SynHG will attempt to “write” it.
Over the next five years,
scientists from four institutions,
including the Universities of
Oxford and Cambridge, will try
to build large pieces of human
DNA from scratch, developing
the necessary knowledge and
technologies along the way. For
starters, they will be supported
by a GBP 10 million grant from
the Wellcome Trust.

A new scientific project has become controversial over the
risk of scientists being able to create ‘designer babies.’

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Prof. Robin Lovell-Badge of the Francis Crick
Institute said he was “very enthusiastic” about
SynHG and added, “It is critical when developing
new technology to understand not just issues of
potential utility, but also those concerned with
safety and risk and, very importantly, the societal

values on which it may impinge.”

The project has already become controversial
over the risk of scientists being able to create
“designer babies” — a concept unnervingly close
to eugenics — and engineered microbes that
might escape into the wild and damage fragile

ecosystems.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

Synthetic genome:
DNA from scratch

HEA A SIvaT
I AT AT @

Between 1990 and 2003,
more than 2,800 scientists
around the world
sequenced almost the
entire human genome.

1990 ¥ 2003 & sfi=, gferam
T & 2,800 ¥ e+
amfarent @ SersTar X AT
SN FT HeTsheAoT

e This was the Human
Genome Project (HGP),
which, at a cost of $2.7 billion,
aimed to identify every
human gene and make the
data freely accessible to
accelerate biology and
medicine.

I AT EFA A NelFe
(HGP), TS HehT 362 $2.7
faforger 1 arerd & W AT
SieT &Y ggaTe T 3R Ser Hr

for: a[ea 3uerets e a1 ATfeh Shafaaret ik Rfdcar 7 ash o o & |
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e« By 2003, the team had produced the first reference human genome, covering 92% of
the 3.1 billion bases.

2003 deh, & o IgolT Heel AT A JIR & foram 2, 3 3.1 faferast saf 1 92%
gL T AT

e The effort led to better genome sequencing technologies, anticipated policy
decisions on genomic discrimination and IP rights, and paved the way for genome-
wide association studies.

S TTH T 9Ea] S ITHATT adheilenl b1 B g, SheifAen sigsra AR stefers
HeT HAHRY IR A ot i sifaer Tose g8, iR shena-card @a sreggat 1 At
TR g3

¢ Now, researchers in the UK have launched the Synthetic HGP (SynHG).
319 & 7 MUFATIHT F FHA ATa AN TRIIST (SynHG) & F1 8

e Whereas HGP “read” the human genome, SynHG will attempt to “write” it.

18T HGP & #ATAa Sea &Y “9er”, a8 SynHG 3 “far@sl” T YA H391|

e Over the next five years, scientists from four institutions, including the Universities of
Oxford and Cambridge, will try to build large pieces of human DNA from scratch,
developing the necessary knowledge and technologies along the way.

37Tl OTer q§t H, 3ifFawrs 3R Hirer freafaeamerat aftd ) svaEt & dafaes geara
¥ AT TAT & g3 e FT Folle T HIFALT AT, 3R A1 &7 3197 A 3R doveii
[EEQEEET)]

e For starters, they will be supported by a GBP 10 million grant from the Wellcome
Trust.

U #, 3¢ Wellcome Trust & 10 fAfreT q133 1 3referer werarar @elaf|

e Prof. Robin Lovell-Badge of the Francis Crick Institute said he was “very
enthusiastic” about SynHG and added, “It is critical when developing new technology to
understand not just issues of potential utility, but also those concerned with safety and
risk and, very importantly, the societal values on which it may impinge.”

WA fheh EATT & U, AT Ader-a< of gl [ a8 SynHG T AR “Igd SeATiRd” §
3R 356 AT, “T8 doheileh [Ah AT I AT had SHh THTAd YA &1 18T, Sfoh
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e The project has already become controversial over the risk of scientists being able to
create “designer babies” — a concept unnervingly close to eugenics — and
engineered microbes that might escape into the wild and damage fragile
ecosystems.

Ig TRTNSTAT Tel &1 H JTRAehT T ey Aarereys o= geht & foh danrfoien “Ramge adfar
ST Hhd § — S FATeFd S fIaR & e 409 § — 3 ar € 9 Sohfaas gawsha st
YT e ATTaor # hefeh{ AT TRFFUTIH o3l Y Feharr Tgom T 8
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Boeing faces headwinds from crashes and competition

Boeing is financially struggling as operators have gravitated towards companies such as Airbus

I DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy

arlier this month, a Lon-
E don-bound Air India plane

crashed soon after take off
in Ahmedabad, killing all but one
of the 242 people aboard. This was
one of the deadliest disasters in-
volving a passenger aircraft in In-
dia in the last two decades. While
this was the first Boeing 787
Dreamliner to crash, data shows
that this is the latest in a litany of
problems that Boeing faces.

Only weeks before the crash in
Ahmedabad, Boeing had agreed to
pay $1.1 billion in a deal with the
U.S. Department of Justice to avoid
prosecution over two crashes —
one in 2018 and the other in 2019 —
involving 737 Max airliners. In to-
tal, 346 people died in these inci-
dents. Lawyers of the victims of
these crashes criticised the payout
deal as “morally repugnant”.

Boeing’s stock prices plummet-
ed after the crash in Ahmedabad,
but have recovered since. Data
show that Boeing’s stock prices
had fallen steeply after other
crashes as well (Chart 1).

For instance, in October 2018,
when Lion Air Flight 610, a Boeing
737 MAX airliner, crashed killing
189 people, the company’s stock
fell sharply. On March 10, 2019,
Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302, a
Boeing 737 MAX 8, crashed mi-
nutes after take off. The compa-
ny’s stock dropped again - this
time more steeply than what Boe-
ing had ever seen. That incident
claimed 157 lives. The company al-
so suffered setbacks when its 787
variants were grounded by the U.S.
after these accidents, and during
the COVID-19 pandemic in the
2020-2021 period.

Last week, the National Tran-
sportation Safety Board (NTSB)
criticised Boeing’s safety culture
for the mid-air blowout of a 737
MAX 9 flight operated by Alaska
Airlines in January 2024. It said
that Boeing had failed to provide

adequate training and oversight to
prevent a mid-air cabin panel blo-
wout. The NTSB is now working
with India’s Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau to extract data
from the black box of the plane
that crashed in Ahmedabad. In the
ongoing investigation of the inci-
dent, no aircraft-related problems
have been reported yet.

According to data from the Avia-
tion Safety Network, a high inci-
dence of accidents, as well as a
high number of fatalities, involved
Boeing-manufactured aircraft bet-
ween 2019 and 2024 (Chart 2).

In the last five years, 26.2% of all
aviation accidents have involved a
Boeing plane. This is much higher
than the share of accidents involv-
ing other aircraft manufacturers
such as Airbus whose revenues
mimic those of Boeing.

Also, close to 43% of all fatalities
in aviation accidents between 2019
and 2024 involved a Boeing plane.
The company is financially strug-
gling now as investors and opera-
tors have gravitated towards com-
panies such as Airbus.

Fleet statistics from 2023, pu-
blished by the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation, show that a ma-
jority of India’s fleet was manufac-
tured by Airbus (Chart 3). Only
22% of the fleet were manufac-
tured by Boeing. Only some Indian
airlines such as SpiceJet and Akasa
Air relied more on Boeing.

Company reports from Airbus
and Boeing show a huge difference
in the number of aircraft delivered
by the two dominant aircraft ma-
nufacturers, globally (Chart 4).
Last year, Airbus delivered 766 air-
craft, while Boeing delivered 348.
The number of deliveries by Air-
bus has steadily grown since 2020
as opposed to Boeing’s.

Parliament data on orders
placed by Indian airlines in 2023
and 2024 also suggest an increas-
ing reliance on Airbus (Chart 5). In
the last two years, IndiGo has
placed 510 new orders with Air-
bus. Air India has placed 375 or-
ders with Airbus and 220 with

Boeing.

Mounting troubles in Boeing

The data for the charts were sourced from the DGCA, the Aviation Safety Network, Google Finance, the
Indian Parliament’s Q&A, and the Boeing and Airbus sites
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Boeing faces headwinds from crashes and competition

gareaat AR ufaeaut ¥ ST TeT g

Boeing is financially struggling as operators have gravitated towards companies

such as Airbus.

arger frehr ¥ & ad T 6T § Fif TRy vavaw Sl Fafaat A 3 g7F v )

o Earlier this month, a London-bound Air India plane crashed soon after take off in

Ahmedabad, killing all but one of the 242 people aboard.
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SH HAQIeT hT BT H, Fee o7 T T $1347 AT srgwerang & 351 #vel & A alg
gHcaTarEd g1 ar, foreeT 242 oot 7 @ dharel Tk 1 SIgHT galt 1 Al g1 TS|

e This was one of the deadliest disasters involving a passenger aircraft in India in the
last two decades.

Ig AR A TS aY Gl # AT [GATT & 37 Fa¥ uTae IS # 4 veh |

e While this was the first Boeing 787 Dreamliner to crash, data shows that this is the
latest in a litany of problems that Boeing faces.

wwm7s7mmw§éﬁw§maﬁmmm%ﬁwﬁﬁgﬂ$
HIHA 3TeY aToll HE THTATIHT T Teh FHal T BTAT ¢

e Only weeks before the crash in Ahmedabad, Boeing had agreed to pay $1.1 billion in a
deal with the U.S. Department of Justice to avoid prosecution over two crashes — one
in 2018 and the other in 2019 — involving 737 Max airliners.

HEHCIATG, H GUCA ¥ S &1 §Fd Ugel, SIS o 2018 3{R 2019 # 737 A7w FAwET v ar
GHEHT3I & HTH H HheAT ol & ToIU FARHT warr fysmmer & @ry $1.1 R_fdzer &

gasttar fear

¢ Intotal, 346 people died in these incidents.

$eT A 3 ST 346 A Y AT g 2|

o Lawyers of the victims of these crashes criticised the payout deal as “morally
repugnant”.

3+ qHEAATHT & NFSH & aehiell = 57 FASHA Y el HId §U A "aifds T giora™
|

e Boeing’s stock prices plummeted after the crash in Ahmedabad, but have recovered
since.

HEHETATE, GUET & 16 dgel & AAT Y Hreral 7 a ARrae 318, Afret 56 a1g 380
TN g3

o Data show that Boeing'’s stock prices had fallen steeply after other crashes as well.

Hiehs STl § fob 31T GEIeAT3i & aTq o iger & AT 1 A & qelt § Frae s o
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e Forinstance, in October 2018, when Lion Air Flight 610, a Boeing 737 MAX airliner,
crashed killing 189 people, the company’s stock fell sharply.

3ETE0T & foIU, 3rergaT 2018 H T TR Fel15€ 610 AT diger 737 Aew faaAT
qHEHTIE 81 91T, TS 189 walf i Al &1 718, 3R =i & T & ol fARrae s

e On March 10, 2019, Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302, a Boeing 737 MAX 8, crashed
minutes after take off.

10 AT 2019 FT 3RAMNTTT TIATSH Farse 302, ST A1 737 AFH 8 A, 33 A &
Fo ATl a1g & gHeaed 81 TS|

e The company’s stock dropped again — this time more steeply than what Boeing had
ever seen.

HT & AR H AT FRTae 3118 — 31 39 SR I 319 a& 1 gad 731 ARrge o)

o That incident claimed 157 lives.

39 gHea & 157 AN Y 51T =il a1$ AT

e The company also suffered setbacks when its 787 variants were grounded by the U.S.

after these accidents, and during the COVID-19 pandemic in the 2020-2021 period.
ST GEICATT & a1g 31 2020-2021 1 FI3-19 FFHRY & SNIT TgFa T AR
GART 38 787 AISdl &I AT3S X AT ST1et & 3 Hufel oY Freant o9 |

o Last week, the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) criticised Boeing’s
safety culture for the mid-air blowout of a 737 MAX 9 flight operated by Alaska
Airlines in January 2024.

oo g7, AT AU AFE A1F (NTSB) o SoTadt 2024 H AT TIATSH GaRT
HTferT 737 Aaw 9 TaHTST T gar & Yerel BeaY Sl TSI i oleh? ST hT FI&T FEF o
3TTITAT T |

o It said that Boeing had failed to provide adequate training and oversight to prevent a
mid-air cabin panel blowout.

NTSB = &gT o SIS ga1 & FRAeT I Bea T g FF Aot & forw 3faa gfdrator 3k
IR et et 7 fawhel TET|
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e The NTSB is now working with India’s Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau to
extract data from the black box of the plane that crashed in Ahmedabad.

NTSB 379 1Rl & a1 geiean ST s & A1y [AcrenT sederere # goerd faamT &
soie aferq A 3T ATt 7 F1H F @&

¢ In the ongoing investigation of the incident, no aircraft-related problems have been
reported yet.

S8 qUCHAT 1 el TET ST H 3 ek 1S FaaATeT § Ha Tl Woaeam QidAat 167 377S ¢

e According to data from the Aviation Safety Network, a high incidence of accidents,
as well as a high number of fatalities, involved Boeing-manufactured aircraft between
2019 and 2024.

vfavereT Qv Acad & st & 3TAR, 2019 § 2024 & i< SFar ganr AT st &
STST GHESTHT Y 3TT HEAT 3R FAR! Y TE&AT &ol T 715 &

e Inthe last five years, 26.2% of all aviation accidents have involved a Boeing plane.

ol g ast &, Feft faaTeT geeasit 7 & 26.2% & SigeT & [qaATT A |

e This is much higher than the share of accidents involving other aircraft manufacturers
such as Airbus whose revenues mimic those of Boeing.

IE TIREH o1 37 TAATeT AT Y Jotelt 7 g1 310 ¢, SiaTeht 3mr ager & g ¢ |

e Also, close to 43% of all fatalities in aviation accidents between 2019 and 2024
involved a Boeing plane.

SHeh 37T, 2019 A 2024 & ST 41T GHEAHT 3 g5 el Hiall & ST 43% g
Ry & o7 o

e The company is financially struggling now as investors and operators have gravitated
towards companies such as Airbus.

HUAT aIAT H faediir weve @ S[sT W@ & wifer frdere i 3iaiex 39 varew St
Faferat $r 31 511 @ 2

o Fleet statistics from 2023, published by the Directorate General of Civil Aviation, show
that a majority of India’s fleet was manufactured by Airbus.
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APR A AR GaRT T 2023 & Fale s T ¢ fF ARa Fag &7
TR T wIRaw gany AfAq gl

e Only 22% of the fleet were manufactured by Boeing.

kel 22% <31 ST GaRT AT 2|

e Only some Indian airlines such as SpiceJet and Akasa Air relied more on Boeing.

halel S AR TACATSAT S FABHSIT 3R HTHTAT TIAT A ST 0 3ifereh foysian
fearg|

e Company reports from Airbus and Boeing show a huge difference in the number of
aircraft delivered by the two dominant aircraft manufacturers, globally.

Wﬁmﬁmmﬁgﬁmmﬁmﬁwmﬁmﬁﬁmﬁm
IR R@arg|

e Last year, Airbus delivered 766 aircraft, while Boeing delivered 348.

oo a¥, TIREH o 766 &A™ 31K A5 of 348 A& Behax frv|

e The number of deliveries by Airbus has steadily grown since 2020 as opposed to
Boeing’s.

TREH FT Tl TEAT 2020 & &1 J AR 96 @) §, ST1h 15T T AT |

o Parliament data on orders placed by Indian airlines in 2023 and 2024 also suggest an
increasing reliance on Airbus.

2023 31T 2024 7 HRAT TIATSAT GaRT T 3T AT I FHE H ST 33 o
TIREH YT dod feiar 1 g2 &

e Inthe last two years, IndiGo has placed 510 new orders with Airbus.

el o aut &, 33 & vRew & @1y 510 A0 3R U )

e AirIndia has placed 375 orders with Airbus and 220 with Boeing.
W 3391 A TIREw & |y 375 37T 3N AN$w & /1Y 220 i FU F
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Why did Axiom-4 need 28
hours to reach the ISS?

Why did Axiom Space and NASA specifically use SpaceX’s Dragon crew capsule for this mission?

Vasudevan Mukunth

The story so far:

n June 25, a crew capsule
containing four astronauts,
including India’s Group Capt.
Shubhanshu Shukla on his first

spaceflight, lifted off atop a Falcon 9
rocket from NASA’s spaceport in Florida.
The lift-off marked the start of the
Axiom-4 mission. By the time the rocket’s
two stages had completed their work, the
crew capsule — called Dragon — was
travelling at several thousand kilometres
per hour. The capsule’s destination was
the International Space Station (ISS),
which orbits the earth at roughly 400 km
above sea level. At the time of lift-off,
Axiom Space, which was orchestrating
the mission, said Dragon would dock with
the ISS in 28 hours.

Why did it need 28 hours?
1t helps to picture the capsule and the 1SS

as two race-cars on separate lanes of the
same track rather than as a car trying to
drive straight up to a spot 400 km ahead.
Everything happens sideways around the
earth, and the choreography is dictated
by orbital mechanics and strict safety
rules.

To share the ISS’s lane, the capsule
needed to match both its altitude and its
velocity vector. This was achieved using
raw speed as well as timing. Going
straight up 400 km would leave Dragon
with virtually zero sideways speed,
causing it to fall back almost immediately
— like a ball that has been thrown up.

The Faleon 9 rocket vaulted Dragon
into a low, slightly elliptical parking orbit
about 200 km high. Its speed there was
around 27,000 km/hr, which the capsule
maintained just to avoid spiralling back
down towards the ground.

The 1SS is also higher than this parking
orbit, at around 400 km, and therefore
circles the earth a little more slowly to

avoid spiralling down. While the ISS takes
around 92 minutes to go around the earth
once, Dragon started by taking around 88
minutes.

Thus, by being lower than the ISS,
Dragon slowly fell behind in its orbit until
it had caught up with the ISS.

After its system check-outs, the Dragon
capsule performed a series of small
thruster burns, also known as phasing
burns, to first raise its apogee (the point
of its elliptical orbit farthest from the
earth) and then its whole orbit.

Each of these burns was timed such
that after completing several orbits,
Dragon ended up being exactly where the
ISS would be. This was somewhat like
merging into a highway at the right exit
rather than steering straight towards
another car.

What preparations were taken before
docking?
For the Axiom-4 mission, the mission

planners designed a pre-docking profile
that lasted about 28 hours, or about 18
orbits.

At the end of this profile, the Dragon
crew capsule was on the correct side of
the ISS, where a free docking port was
located, and at a time when the ISS crew
was awake.

Once Dragon came within 30 km or so
of the ISS, it moved itself into a ‘corridor’
aligned with the ISS. From here, the rules
required the capsule to move at no more
than a few metres per second. Once it was
within 20 m of the ISS, Dragon was to
slow to a few centimetres per second.

There are holding peints at 400 m, 220
m, 20 m, and 1 m from the ISS, where the
Dragon crew, including Group Capt.
Shukla — who is the designated mission
pilot — would have had to perform
£0/no-go polls and LIDAR checks. Even if
there had been one wrong sensor reading
in this process, Dragon would have been
required to retreat from the ISS along a
pre-programmed path.

This deliberate pacing alone added
several hours to the crew capsule’s
approach towards the ISS.

The fact that Axiom Space and NASA
used SpaceX’s Dragon crew capsule for
this mission is also relevant. It allowed the
mission operators to opt for a more
conservative, fuel-rich profile that also
allowed the crew to finish check-outs, eat,
and sleep before starting the intense
docking exercise.

Why did Axiom-4 need 28 hours to reach the ISS?
Axiom-4 FI ISS T Tgdel H 28 T FI w317

On June 25, a crew capsule containing four astronauts, including India’s Group

Capt. Shubhanshu Shukla, lifted off atop a Falcon 9 rocket from NASA’s
spaceport in Florida.

25 [T Y IR A eT TfAT are v F Foue, O HRa F 9 FeeeT [ YFen
MRS &, FANREST F AT FIHIIE F BTedha 9 Uhe F FTRT dAled HT TS|

o The lift-off marked the start of the Axiom-4 mission.
TE T&TI0T Axiom-4 FARIET T &3t ot

o The Dragon capsule was travelling at several thousand kilometres per hour, heading

for the International Space Station (ISS) at about 400 km above sea level.

3911 oA S AR fhal/eer 1 a1f § FrsTer 400 foralt Farg oX FEurd srarsdr

3ARET FEA (ISS) FT 3R 1 T 7|
e Axiom Space said Dragon would dock with the ISS in 28 hours.

Axiom Space ¥ gT foh 91eT 28 6 A ISS A ST HII|
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It helps to picture the capsule and the ISS as two race-cars on separate lanes of the
same track rather than a car trying to go straight up 400 km.

S AT & [T 30 0wt [ Feger AR 1SS v € & TR Jrerer-3rarer o« 7 giselt ar
X FRE, 7 3 400 et Fov el Tars oY W 1S ey

Everything happens sideways around the earth, dictated by orbital mechanics and
strict safety rules.

gl T HaTl H T o b HY frmm & gien 8, ord wafrr Jifahr 3 Fok geam fogwr
[CRIECERGES

To reach the ISS, the capsule needed to match its altitude and velocity vector using
speed and timing.

ISS T TgTet & ToIT SHeger 1 3=l Far$ A arfer Ao A a1fer AR T 7 & Al HI=A
Al

If the capsule went straight up 400 km, it would have zero sideways speed and fall
back.

IR SHTH LT 400 Tl SR AT, AT 3HRT AE Y I1fey e gl 3N &g e [ SAren|

Falcon 9 launched Dragon into a slightly elliptical parking orbit about 200 km high at
27,000 km/hr speed.

Pleehel 9 o1 33TeT ol SIITSTIT 200 fhaft St IFSTHR UTfeher FHaTT H 27,000 FFal/eer Hrafa &
F1fad |

The ISS is at 400 km, orbiting the Earth in 92 minutes, while Dragon initially took 88
minutes.

ISS 400 Rt T Fars W § 31X 92 fere 7 gt &y aferar &t €, Saf §oret 88 fAsre

Y TET AT
Dragon, being in a lower orbit, slowly caught up with the ISS.

2977, St for st Faar 7 o1, fR-eR 1SS & A« @1= 19T

Dragon used phasing burns to raise its apogee and then its entire orbit, timed to
reach ISS.

3977 oY T T T IUANT Y Tgel 3191 warslt 3R BT 370et g awar 1 wgran, arfs ag
HEN FHI W ISS Th I k|

What preparations were taken before docking?

STToRT & Ige T aTRAT i T$?

For Axiom-4, the pre-docking profile lasted about 28 hours or 18 orbits.

Axiom-4 & ToT q&-STTaT WIRTFer SIeTHeT 28 §E IT 18 FATT oa 27|

At the end, Dragon reached the correct side of the ISS, where a free docking port
was located, and the ISS crew was awake.

31T #, 3911 ISS & W T TG, STel Ueh @rell Sifhar e 2, 31K ISS Y &t ST 1 ot
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o Within 30 km of the ISS, Dragon moved into a 'corridor’ aligned with the ISS.
ISS & 30 frat & IR, 91 o U 'HINSK' H YA FohaT ST ISS o AT FHBIToleh AT|

« From there, it had to move at a few metres/second, and within 20 m, it had to slow to a
few centimetres/second.

a1 9 58 F& AYAFS H1 a1 F ToAaA1 I &, 3R 20 HeX & e 38 Fo FdfierdTs
Fr a1fa W AT FEAT BT &

e There were holding points at 400 m, 220 m, 20 m, and 1 m for go/no-go checks and
LIDAR scans.

400 Fiex, 220 #Hrex, 20 Fiex, 3 1 HeT Hr g W A/A-A ST 3R LIDAR Tt & fow
gifesTraige eI ¢ |

o If even one sensor reading failed, Dragon would have to retreat along a pre-
programmed path.

3R e o A ST 1ol g1, ot Joret ot qF freife o @ i geatr gz

e This deliberate pacing alone added several hours to the docking approach.

g Are-wash dsl ufihar o sifher & 09 & F§ g9 A3

Why SpaceX Dragon?
SpaceX FT 391 Feqe F41 AT TAT?

e Axiom Space and NASA chose SpaceX’s Dragon crew capsule for this mission.
Axiom Space 31 NASA ¥ H A2l & fT SpaceX FT 3911 F Heer o1

e This allowed a conservative, fuel-rich profile enabling crew to complete check-outs,
eat, and sleep before docking.

SHY WAUTAEH AR $Ua-ToeY WIBTSe AT T g3, el arereh gref Sifehar @
qge o, St AR fasme T w@|
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Patience is key: Stay invested over an adequate time period and take home tax-efficient returns. GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK
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Generating tax efficiency
in debt-oriented funds

Debt funds are taxable at your marginal slab rate; there are certain funds that are taxable at 12.5%;

the risk-return profile of the funds is not exactly same as debt funds but similar

LESS TAXING

Joydeep Sen

arlier, invest-
ments in debt
mutual  funds
(MFs) had index-
ation benefit vis-a-vis long-
term capital gains (LTCG)
tax making investments
tax efficient. If you stay in-
vested for three years or
more, with the benefit of
indexation, tax incidence
used to be much lower.
Since April 2023, new in-
vestments in debt MFs are
taxable as short-term capi-
tal gains (STCG) at a margi-
nal tax rate. For most in-
vestors, this is 30% plus
surcharge and cess. This
makes tax incidence on
debt funds higher than ear-
lier. Dividend option, now
called Income Distribution
cum Capital Withdrawal
option was anyway taxable
in the hands of the investor
at a marginal slab rate.
Then there was a twist
in the tale. In the July 2024
Union Budget, certain
changes were made in the
context of taxation. Earlier,
Fund of Funds (FoFs) were
taxable as debt funds.
Since July 2024, FoFs are
taxable at 12.5% plus sur-
charge and cess over hold-
ing period of two years. To-
day, there are some funds
offered by the MF industry
that are debt oriented but
taxable at a rate lower than
your marginal slab rate.
Fund of Funds
FoFs, over a holding pe-
riod of two years, are taxa-
ble at 12.5% plus surcharge
and cess. FoFs may be
equity or debt oriented, or

benefited from indexation, with much lower tax incidence.

In Arbitrage Funds, there
is no directional call on
equities viz returns are
not dependent on equity
prices rising; it is about
the differential called
spread

hybrid. As long as it is debt
oriented, your tax rate is
lower than the marginal
slab rate for most inves-
tors, which makes it tax ef-
ficient. The risk profile sa-
tisfies the need of the
relatively stable portfolio
component. The typical
structure is allocation to
debt funds is, say 60% for
the sake of discussion. The
balance, 40% will be to Ar-
bitrage Funds.

Arbitrage Funds: These
are equity funds. However,
there is no directional call
on equities. That is, re-
turns are not dependent
on equity prices rising . It
is about the differential,
called spread, between
price of a stock in the cash/
spot segment and the fu-
tures segment. This can be
part of fixed income alloca-
tion. In Arbitrage Funds,
the allocation to cash-fu-
tures arbitrage is usually
6575% of the portfolio.
The balance is in money
market instruments.

One aspect of FoFs is
there are two layers of ex-
penses. The FoF has its ex-
pense ratio. The underly-
ing funds, in whose units
the FoF is investing, have
own expense ratio The
funds positioned in this
bracket, do not keep ex-

e

Gold and Silver ETFs are
taxable at 12.5% plus
surcharge and cess, on
I-year holding period;
you can buy and sell
ETFs on stock exchanges
similar to equity stocks

penses prohibitively high.
In other words, net of the
tax efficiency, for people in
higher tax bracket, and
two layers of expenses, it is
beneficial for the investor.

Multi Asset Funds
Since April 2023, another
category of MFs opened for
taxation purposes. Funds
with allocation to equity in
the range of 35-65% of the
portfolio, were eligible for
LTCG and indexation bene-
fit over a holding period of
3 years. The 2024 Union
Budget took away indexa-
tion. After July 23, 2024,
the funds are taxable viz.
LTCG at 12.5% over a two-
year holding period.

The typical structure of
these funds would be equi-
ty at less than 65% of port-
folio, say 60 or 50%, 10-15%
in commodities like gold or
silver, and balance in debt
instruments. The question
here is, there is an equity
component of say 50-60%
of portfolio and it is not a
pure debt fund. There are
two ways of looking at it.
One, if AMC (asset manage-
ment company) is doing an
arbitrage strategy in the
equity component, then it
becomes quasi-debt. Two,
this is a hybrid fund and
you may allocate to equity
in overall portfolio. This

50-60% equity allocation
in a fund should fit into ov-
erall portfolio allocation.
Arbitrage Funds: The
funds earn from the spread
in stock prices. The price
in futures segment is usual-
ly higher than in cash/spot
segment, which is cap-
tured. Even if equity prices
fall, the spread is captured.
The funds are quasi-debt in
a sense. Technically, these
are equity funds, taxable at
a LTCG of 12.5% over a
holding period of 1 year.
For less than one year,
these are taxable at 20 %.
Gold ETFs Gold and Sil-
ver Exchange Traded
Funds (ETFs) are taxable at
12.5% plus surcharge and
cess, on l-year holding pe-
riod. You can buy and sell
ETFs on stock exchanges
similar to equity stocks.
You need demat and trad-
ing accounts with a broker.
Online facilities make it ea-
sier. There are apps you
can download and trade.
Conclusion
Tax efficiency is not the
criterion for portfolio allo-
cation. It is done as per in-
vestment objectives, risk-
return profile and invest-
ment time horizon. After
deciding on overall portfo-
lio allocation, in debt com-
ponent of the portfolio,
rather than paying tax at
marginal slab rate, you
may consider these debt-
oriented funds. The risk-
return profile of the funds
is not exactly same as debt
funds but similar. You can
stay invested over an adeq-
uate time period and take
home tax-efficient returns.
(The writer is a corporate
trainer (financial markets)
and author)

Generating tax
efficiency in debt-
oriented funds

-39 Bl 7
HI-HAAT IcTee
HLAT

Debt funds are taxable
at your marginal slab
rate; certain funds are
taxable at 12.5%; risk-
return profile similar but
not identical to debt
funds.

3€ B8 3T9hY ATfoteder
¢FH TT W W H Iy
Aa ¥ FT FT 12.5% I
Iy §; fA-amer
AP 3¢ 8 ¥ FHT W/
frege 7 vawT gt 81

. Earlier, debt MFs had
indexation benefit on
LTCG tax, making them tax-
efficient.

Jgol, 3¢ MFs W LTCG
&FT F sASFAAT ATH
foerdr o, 5 J #T-Ferer
R

. Investments held for
three years or more

Ife; faaer e a¥ ar 3rfers T@r STU, af sASFARA A1 & TTY SFH AT TP FH giar AT

e Since April 2023, new investments in debt MFs are taxed as STCG at marginal tax
rate (~30% + surcharge and cess).
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la

AF) W IR TG ATAT ST ¢

The Dividend option, now called Income Distribution cum Capital Withdrawal,
remains taxable at marginal slab rate.

ffass RFeq, O 319 sasa REdegere a1 FRea Regiad Fed ¢, AT T
W I AT g

July 2024 Union Budget introduced a twist: FoFs were earlier taxed as debt funds, but
now taxable at 12.5% + surcharge/cess over 2-year holding.

s_ﬁnézozui"armﬁaaﬂﬁgmqgﬁFoFs%td%’@rawmznwa,aﬁmmaa\‘r
#Y BT W 12.5% + AEATS/AW X T R AT ¢ |

Presently, some MF industry funds are debt-oriented but taxed lower than marginal
slab rate.

THT H, S HOT-3+HE B3 08 § [T T Y AMforaTel Fold T @ FH 9Tl ¢ |

Fund of Funds (FoFs)
S 316 $3d (FoFs)

FoFs held for two years are taxed at 12.5% + surcharge/cess.

FoFs, @ ¥ de @ S0 al 12.5% + WIETS/AH W - AT &ld & |

They can be equity, debt-oriented, or hybrid; if debt-oriented, tax rate is lower than
marginal slab rate, making them tax-efficient.

¥ 5fFadl, 3T-359w, AT FTaE &1 Wbl §; IS ST-3797@ &1, ol 57 W T AfoieTer Fola @
FH EIcTl ¢, ToTad T FI-FHAST Tolel 8 |

Provide stable portfolio component risk profile.

¥ R FEWITET gew & T 3uzerd ofEs dwmse & &

Typical allocation: ~60% debt funds, ~40% arbitrage funds.

3TH 3TdT: TSI 60% 3T B3, TN 40% AT B3|

Arbitrage Funds are equity funds without directional equity exposure; returns depend
on spread between cash and futures prices.

anfadar s 3y s g § TR 3fFad i fear ax amenfya 7€t gy, amer dver 3R v
FAa F T3 W AR a1

65—75% allocation in cash-futures arbitrage, balance in money market instruments.
65-75% GIChIfera Fer-wgad anfacsr 7 3R AW 7+l #Arde 39w o # giar gl

Expense structure: two layers—FoF’s own and underlying funds’. Overall expenses are
reasonable, keeping net returns beneficial for investors in higher tax brackets.

G Y TITT: & FO—FoF &7 IR HafAfea s F1l o T 37 &, 5t 300 FX $Fe
arel fAderent & fore amsTerre a7rd &1
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Multi Asset Funds
Aed) THT B3

Since April 2023, MFs with 35-65% equity got LTCG and indexation benefits with 3-
year holding.

3rder 2023 T, f5T MFs & 35-65% sfFad) o, 30¢ 3 a¥ Y @Ifesar W LTCG 3k

SIS oITe fFer|

2024 Union Budget removed indexation; post 23 July 2024, funds taxable at 12.5%
LTCG over 2 years.

2024 T3¢ H SISFAU BeT; 23 FATS 2024 & 1 I B3 ar a¥ A §ifesar W 12.5% LTCG
W HF AT &

Typical structure: 50-60% equity, 10-15% commodities (gold/silver), balance in debt
instruments.

3TH TITT: 50-60% 3TFadY, 10-15% FAES (F1/AEY), 3R AW 3 Iyahon 7 grar
gl

If AMC uses arbitrage strategy in equity portion, it becomes quasi-debt; otherwise it is
hybrid and should align with your overall portfolio equity allocation.

Tfe AMC sfaad! iR & anfadsr Toreifar 3r9aTar &, aF I8 Faril-3¢ s ST §; 313927 I8
FTeRs 2T & 31 3T For WY R et ¥ 31w BT AR

Arbitrage Funds (repeat)
nfads vgd ()

Earn from spread between futures and cash prices.

¥ ey 3R ey A & 7 F Ws @ 71 35T R €

Even if equity prices fall, spread captures returns.
37l €1 sfFradY Frad B, T T ey fAerar Wwar g

Technically equity funds, taxable at 12.5% LTCG over 1 year, and 20% if held less
than one year.

dhR T T A sFaN F &, 1 1 a¥ W 12.5% LTCG 3R v a¥ & 7 W 20% TFT F
T A g

Gold ETFs
Mes ETFs

Gold and Silver ETFs are taxed at 12.5% + surcharge/cess, for 1-year holding.
T 3T T ETFs W 12.5% + WXAH/AT H &7 8 1 a¥ Fr gifesar o1 oy eforar |

They trade on stock exchanges like equity; require demat and trading accounts; online
apps facilitate trading.
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¥ 3fFaeT I R Tl Tl I ¢S Bl &, 39 foiv f3dte va fEer @rar anfev;
JTAST o ¢f3aT & TR ST ¢

Conclusion

sy

 Tax efficiency is not the criterion for portfolio allocation; investment decisions are
based on objectives, risk-return profile, and time horizon.

ST -FACar NERAAT raea Fr grafirawar e g1, e & 3eged, SEH-ems
NS T AT af 9 3menRa gidl g1

o After setting portfolio allocation, in the debt component, consider these debt-oriented
funds instead of paying marginal slab rate tax.

QIEHIIAT 3TTdes dF Tl & d1c, 3¢ Uewh H HATfoielel Fold T U &g o &Y o1, SoT
FOT-3+HE B3 T TR |

¢ The risk-return profile of these funds is similar to debt funds, invest over time to
receive tax-efficient returns.

o7 thal T SNTAH-ATH NHTS 3 H3H ST & 8T §, 3R TAT & T e el | -
Ferer Reet e 2|
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Dipanjan Banerjee

In the dynamic realm of e-
commerce, where custom-
er expectations are contin-
uously evolving, ‘reverse
logistics” has emerged as a
crucial component of sup-
ply chain management.
Once considered a pain
point by e-commerce sell-
ers, the management of
product returns now plays
a central role in shaping
customer experience and
enhancing  operational
efficiency.

Reverse logistics — mov-
ing goods from the end-
consumer back to the sell-
er or manufacturer — in-
cludes activities such as
product refurbishment, re-
cycling, and disposal.

In contrast to traditional
logistics, which focuses on
the forward movement of
products, reverse logistics

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Return rigmarole: Third-party logistics providers are instrumental
in managing the complexities of reverse logistics. FILE PHOTO

deals with the backward
flow, aiming to preserve
value or ensure proper dis-
posal of returned items. In
recent years, the e-com-
merce market has wit-
nessed a growing demand
for real-time exchange of
used products for new
ones, particularly in the
electronics category.
India’s e-commerce sec-

tor is projected to reach
$300 billion by 2030. This
would also imply a signifi-
cant increase in product
returns. A recent report in-
dicated that over a third of
fashion and footwear pro-
ducts purchased online are
returned, primarily due to
size issues. In fact, 17.6 per
cent of all e-commerce or-
ders are returned by the

end-consumer across cate-
gories, while in categories
like fashion and footwear it
can go as high as 30-35%.
This not only affects profit-
ability but also strains lo-
gistical operations and cus-
tomer satisfaction.

In today’s competitive e-
commerce landscape, a
seamless and hassle-free
returns process is crucial
for building customer
loyalty. Studies indicate
that a significant percen-
tage of consumers consid-
er a retailer’s return policy
before making a purchase.

An efficient reverse lo-
gistics system ensures that
customers can return pro-
ducts easily, leading to in-
creased trust and repeat
business. This induces a
demand for innovation
through value-add service
and technology from third-
party logistic (3PL) players.

Driving E-commerce Growth in Reverse

$-FIAY &Y geftr F Rad aAifaffcad & 3 qgr=T

In the dynamic realm of e-commerce, where customer expectations are
continuously evolving, ‘reverse logistics’ has emerged as a crucial component of

supply chain management.

Beyond customer satis-
faction, reverse logistics
contributes significantly to
sustainability efforts. By fa-
cilitating the recycling, re-
furbishment, and proper
disposal of products, busi-
nesses can reduce waste
and minimise their envi-
ronmental footprint.

An optimised reverse lo-
gistics strategy can lead to
substantial cost savings. Ef-
ficient handling of returns
reduces the expenses asso-
ciated with processing, res-
tocking, and disposing of
products. Moreover, reco-
vered products or compo-
nents can be refurbished
and resold, creating addi-
tional revenue streams.

Role of 3PL providers
Third-party logistics pro-
viders are instrumental in
managing the complexities
of reverse logistics.

They offer specialised
services that streamline
the returns process — from
pickup to restocking or dis-
posal. In India, the number
of forward shipments han-
dled by 3PL firms is expect-
ed to reach 17 billion by
2030, highlighting their
growing importance in the
e-commerce ecosystem.

As e-commerce conti-
nues to grow in India, the
importance of reverse lo-
gistics cannot be overstat-
ed. By optimising reverse
logistics processes, busi-
nesses can enhance cus-
tomer satisfaction and
achieve significant cost sav-
ings. Investing in robust re-
verse logistics systems is
not just a strategic advan-
tage but a necessity in the
modern e-commerce
landscape.

(The writer is Chief Com-
mercial Officer, Blue Dart)

§-FAd & afaefier &t A, STeT amEe! Y 3rde¢ ] aga W 8, ‘Rad aifaReaw
HeATs U AAHT FT UF Agea Ul FEaT Tt 33T 8

e Once considered a pain point by e-commerce sellers, the management of product
returns now plays a central role in shaping customer experience and enhancing

operational efficiency.

fore Tl §-a1Ad fasramait & foIT WHEAT AT ST 2T, 319 3eute Reed Yaee Aga Ao

oY TR St A WEATSAT &TAAT Solel & Fiega s{fAFT [Fem @ e
e Reverse logistics — moving goods from the end-consumer back to the seller or

manufacturer — includes activities such as product refurbishment, recycling, and

disposal.

Radt affafera — sifawr swsierar @ fagar ar fastar i 307 aeg3it & aoeh — & 3eurg

&Y 7FA, TAawor 3R ver oier arfafafer enfae g €
e In contrast to traditional logistics, which focuses on the forward movement, reverse

logistics deals with the backward flow, aiming to preserve value or ensure proper

disposal.

IRIRF Affeead, S shdel AT & YaTE W higd aldT &, & Aadd Rad difafeead
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e Inrecent years, the e-commerce market has withessed a growing demand for real-
time exchange of used products, particularly in the electronics category.

gTel & It Y, §-HIAd TR 7 AR §7 § sorwreiad Aol 7 sqver fFe v searel &
drer-ersH vFHAS Y HT TE B

Return Rates and Market Impact
Redt & 31T IR W) vae

e India’s e-commerce sector is projected to reach $300 billion by 2030.
HI T §-HIAH AT 2030 T $300 RAFATT 7ok Tg et 1 37AA &

e This would imply a significant increase in produci returns.
ST AT G o Serg Reet ¥ F1hy ggfer gref|

e Arecent report indicated that over a third of fashion and footwear products
purchased online are returned, primarily due to size issues.

e giferan RUlE & 376, sifaamss @i v e 3t pefaas seurel & & vw-fags @
IOF PR Faf&d FATITHT & HROT a9y fFe S &

o 17.6% of all e-commerce orders are returned by the end-consumer across categories.
st ATOAT 7 §-FTAH ATEH F7 17.6% HfaaA 3UTFarsi gary arad fwar Siar g

e In categories like fashion and footwear, the return rate can go as high as 30-35%.
erer 3iR pefaaR St A0 7 Rest ax 30-35% o g |ecll B

o This affects profitability, strains logistical operations, and impacts customer
satisfaction.

IE ATHYEAT, Alfrieead HaTe iR ATEF AT T Sfdehel THT STl & |

Importance of Seamless Returns

gegareda Reet i 7gan

e Intoday’s competitive e-commerce landscape, a seamless and hassle-free returns
process is crucial for building customer loyalty.

31TeT S it §-Hiad gfaam & g 3R wrene-gaa Reet ufdman ames et soa &
forT 3rcdd 3maeas B

o Studies indicate that a significant percentage of consumers consider a retailer’s return
policy before making a purchase.

YA A I ToIdT ¢ o 921 T&ar 7 g, @R & ggat REaR i et Afa W R
ERG R

o An efficient reverse logistics system ensures that customers can return products
easily, leading to increased trust and repeat business.
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T Frel Radt Afforfesa gomeh I giafRead Hch ¢ o argen Aramed! @ 3c91g aaw T
&, o e 3R ST e sedr #

This induces demand for innovation through value-add service and technology from
third-party logistic (3PL) players.

38 e qaT Y dlfarfeeay Hufadl (3PL) ¥ H{ea aftia amsit 3k wiggifrehr & sAreas
U FA9rER $ AT 397 2l g

Sustainability and Cost Savings
addr 3R arera f s9a

Beyond customer satisfaction, reverse logistics contributes significantly to
sustainability efforts.

e A & 31, Rad affafeaw gaaar & wamal & Hgca ot sfAer e g1
By facilitating recycling, refurbishment, and proper disposal, businesses can reduce
waste and minimise their environmental footprint.

QeTEhoT, AFAE 3R 3T fraers dr giawn vee ae, saaa FE A w4 3R
YA THTT Y GAGH H T o |

An optimised reverse logistics strategy can lead to substantial cost savings.

U FAfea Ra¥t difofeesa o & ST aere &1 = g el ¢

Efficient handling of returns reduces processing, restocking, and disposal expenses.
Rreet & werrlt warerer @ SRR, OoT: Tl S frvere it orerd g 31

Recovered products or components can be refurbished and resold, creating
additional revenue streams.

AT9H YIS 3cUTGT AT TSHI ! ATFAT FIF YT 94T ST Hevel &, Torerd IrfaRea sma &
AT g71a 2

Role of 3PL Providers
3PL weTa3it F s{fAr

Third-party logistics providers are instrumental in managing the complexities of
reverse logistics.

Y gaT FY AiforieeFd HIAT (3PL) RIF Aiforiead I ATEAdT3it T T let H
HgcaquT gl &

They offer specialised services that streamline the returns process — from pickup to
restocking or disposal.

3 faerdfigre AaT yere X €, S ResrT § dee Wit a1 et o $r Reet uftkar
Y TIA TATT &

In India, the number of forward shipments handled by 3PL firms is expected to reach
17 billion by 2030.
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HRT #, 3PL Fufarl garT yaftra wias fRrasiecw 1 d&ar 2030 a 17 fafaasr d=
qg A=l T HHIGAT &
o This highlights their growing importance in the e-commerce ecosystem.

g 3oToh S-FAY TIRTEURAF a7 7 T Feea Hr ATar ¢l

Conclusion: Strategic Necessity

frswy: rEifas smaegsar

e As e-commerce continues to grow in India, the importance of reverse logistics cannot
be overstated.

S-S ARA H §-H1AT & I 38T &, Ra¥ dAifSfead o7 Agcd A GIST AT v ST

HhdT|
o By optimising reverse logistics processes, businesses can enhance customer
satisfaction and achieve significant cost savings.

R afforferw aftrasit & regaerer & TTHT AEF HAT 1 T Heve! o IR FTHY

AT Y I9d 9T FT Tohd &
¢ Investing in robust reverse logistics systems is not just a strategic advantage, but a
necessity in the modern e-commerce landscape.

Horqa Rad affaf¥esw yomel & fder i oo v wreifae amr w1, diceh amyfas
&Y IRGT A HTIFAT |

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper IV and Essay)

1. The Curious Marketer: Take a Big, Bold Idea and Back It
Consistently

foraryg e v w31, ! fFER & #3398 aerar
THYgT &
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The curious marketer: Take a big,
bold idea and back it consistently

Cannes Lions 2025 captured the changes sweeping the ad world, even as it pitched forcefully for one constant factor; the rise of influencer-creators

as an unstoppable force came across loud and clear; the use and misuse of purpose by brands was hotly discussed

any a powerful

marketing trend

came to the fore
at the Cannes Lions Festiv-
al of Creativity 2025. The
topic of artificial intelli-
gence and how best it can
be used by marketers
cropped up virtually eve-
rywhere. The rise of in-
fluencer-creators as an un-
stoppable force came
across loud and clear. The
use and misuse of purpose
by brands was hotly
discussed.

But the one overarching
theme I carried away is
that consistency in backing
a big brand idea always
scores over doing many lit-
tle things. David Lubars,
who won this year’s Lion of
St. Mark award for his life-
time of achievements in
advertising, was asked
whether big ideas matter
more than little ones in to-
day’s world. His answer:
Big ideas build brands.
What we need is lots of lit-
tle executions of a big idea,

to carry across all
touchpoints.
Time and repetition

In another insightful ses-
sion, Marc Pritchard, the
Chief Brand Officer at Proc-
ter & Gamble, put forward
five lessons in brand build-
ing. One of these was the
need to build memory with

—

Point of view: What we need is lots of little executions of a big idea, to carry across all touchpoints, said

David Lubars, winner of Lion of St. Mark award for lifetime of achievements in advertising. GETTYIMAGES

advertising. “It takes time
and repetition to build me-
mory,” he said. “Have the
discipline and courage to
be consistent with your
advertising.”

This is wise advice, par-
ticularly in today’s world of
fragmented media and Al,
with a perennial tempta-
tion to engage in “perfor-
mance marketing” through
short-term tactical cam-
paigns that target consum-
ers with a wide range of off-
ers, deals and clever
creatives. WARC, a global
authority on marketing ef-
fectiveness, has re-empha-
sised this by highlighting
how consistency delivers
more brand profits.

Sticking to a strong crea-
tive platform, and refresh-
ing it over time with multi-
ple creative approaches,

ee

It takes time and
repetition to build
memory. Have the
discipline and courage
to be consistent with
your advertising

MARC PRITCHARD,

Chief Brand Officer, Procter &
Gamble

embeds the brand deeply
in the minds and hearts of
consumers.

Two benchmark exam-
ples from Cannes Lions
2025 illustrate the benefits
of such consistency in mar-
keting. The brilliant “shot
on iPhone” campaign from
Apple and the endearing
‘Real Beauty’ platform
created by Dove. Both

these long-running cam-
paigns received the covet-
ed Grand Prix awards this
year.

The “shot on iPhone”
idea was launched way
back in 2015, primarily as
an out-of-home (OOH)
campaign. It was remarka-
bly simple — billboards fea-
turing real photographs
shot on iPhones by real us-
ers. The photographs,
techniques and iPhone
models used have changed
many times since then, but
the campaign has re-
mained consistent in show-
casing the powerful iPhone
camera.

In sharp contrast to
competitors who focused
on megapixels and lenses,
this campaign showed us
what iPhone cameras
could actually do. It has

driven over 20 billion OOH
impressions. In 2025
alone, it drove over 40 mil-
lion visits to the iPhone
product page.

This single campaign,
with all its local adapta-
tions, has contributed sig-
nificantly to building affini-
ty and purchase
consideration  for  the
iPhone, leading to its spec-
tacular growth over the
past decade.

Enduring theme
Similarly, the ‘Real Beauty”
platform from Dove was
launched in 2004, based
on a finding that only 2% of
all women described them-
selves as beautiful. The
brand, therefore, deve-
loped its creative objective
— to help more women feel
more beautiful every day.
To do this, the brand deve-
loped a platform that
showcased radically diffe-
rent depictions of beauty,
and spoke about what real
beauty meant.

The campaign decided
to never use models in its
advertising. Instead, wo-
men are shown as their
true selves.

‘Real Beauty’ has seen
many different creative ex-
ecutions over the past 20
years, but the core theme
remains the same.

Dove, which had been
an ageing brand before the
launch of this campaign, is
today purchased by 37 per
cent of the world’s popula-
tion, according to Kantar.
The brand estimates that

the ‘Real Beauty’ campaign
has driven an incremental
revenue of $28 billion. Tru-
ly amazing.

In India, too, we have
seen some iconic brands
develop consistent market-
ing and advertising plat-
forms, though these have
been few and far between.
Tata Tea’s iconic ‘Jaago Re’
campaign was launched 15
years ago, and the brand
has since remained consis-
tent with this unique
platform.

This powerful cam-
paign, which has seen mul-
tiple executions, urges us
to develop our sense of civ-
ic responsibilities, even as
we enjoy our favourite cup
of tea.

Amul’s topical advertis-
ing, which presents the
brand’s interesting take on
current events, is yet
another example of consis-
tency in advertising. Other
Indian brands that have ex-
hibited such consistency
include Asian Paints and
Pidilite.

Consistency is not easy
to pursue in today’s world
of fragmented media and
short-term pressures. But
these examples show us
that the ongoing power of a
strong creative idea, re-
freshed imaginatively over
time, is perhaps the best
bet for building a strong
brand.

(Harish Bhat is an avid
marketer and bestselling
author. He was previously
the Brand Custodian at Tata
Sons)

The Curious Marketer: Take a Big, Bold Idea and Back It
Consistently

Cannes Lions 2025 captured the changes sweeping the ad world, even as it
pitched forcefully for one constant factor.

HIH AHH 2025 A fAATIA ST & 317 ¢ daral i AT, Ay & v TR dcg Y
FRER &1 { T foam|
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The rise of influencer-creators as an unstoppable force came across loud and clear.

FTFAUEL-FFUCH F UF A UfFT & T H IHR I FUve T F fG@rar |

The use and misuse of purpose by brands was hotly discussed.

STSH EaNT 388 & SUANT AR GEIANT 0 et T g3 |

The one overarching theme is that consistency in backing a big brand idea always
scores over doing many little things.

U FET U I AT & U 93 973 AR Y oaR AU &, 3 B JATAT ol Joletl 3
3Tereh JeATe BIelm & |

David Lubars, winner of Lion of St. Mark award 2025, was asked whether big ideas
matter more than small ones.

3fas qad, Toieg 2025 # @I 36 A< ATF 4TS e, § g7 713 f #2193 e e
foart & 31fee A W@d 2

His answer: Big ideas build brands.

3oTehT 3X AT: 93 AR &7 Ta1a &

“What we need is lots of little executions of a big idea, to carry across all touchpoints.”
g TR b v a8 R 1 5 B el & Aes & R Hwd Rig ae agarn
e’

Time and Repetition

AT 3R GG

In another session, Marc Pritchard, Chief Brand Officer at Procter & Gamble, shared
five lessons in brand building.

Ush 3T 7 H, YideT U8 AFaol & ANE 718 A aT ATF =2 7 918 [Aor & o= 9@

e fhu|
One lesson was the need to build memory with advertising.

T Aaeh AT o faamaer & amegs & wfar faaAtor smaeas ¢
“It takes time and repetition to build memory,” he said.

3egiet het, “Ffar fsfor & fow aarr st gegfr 1 3maegedr g &1

“Have the discipline and courage to be consistent with your advertising.”

“Rraraer # fatar 91T w@e & fov srepemae 3w Wi

The Temptation of Performance Marketing

WRHIHT ATH T T ATHTOT
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o This is wise advice, especially in today’s fragmented media and Al-driven world.

T TeolTe faAs &9 & 31T T @i #fEar 3R AR gfaam 7 sgd 3uged 81

e There is a constant temptation to engage in performance marketing through short-
term tactical campaigns with offers, deals, and clever creatives.

GHRIT Ig TN TgT ¢ Toh TYHITeah WTelliceh FRATAT & STRT Faral, wiat 3R aqw
TAATCHF AT T GIRIHG HTH AT T ST

Consistency Delivers More Brand Profits

foaar @ 30+ Jis ar Aaar g

e WARC, a global authority on marketing effectiveness, has re-emphasised that
consistency delivers more brand profits.

WARC, St faqorer germasiierar o) dfas wiftiemor §, & SleaRT 3R e foh fAiarar @
3O iz amr Ut g B |

e Sticking to a strong creative platform, and refreshing it over time with multiple
creative approaches, embeds the brand deeply in consumer minds and hearts.
AT TIATCHS HT H 31T ATV IGAT 3R FAT-HAT R 38 Aot wwerrens adi=t &

AT HIAT, 1S T STNFATHT & AT IR BT A TRE A Jor2ar

Benchmark Examples from Cannes Lions 2025
FIe AR—IH 2025 F &Y 3TgeT 3gTeI0T

¢ Two benchmark examples from Cannes Lions 2025 illustrate the benefits of
consistency in marketing.

FIT AT 2025 & &F 3TEeT 3ETEI0T AThie T H AT & &1e i g2 g1

e The brilliant “Shot on iPhone” campaign from Apple and the endearing ‘Real Beauty’
platform created by Dove.

T I QATFGR “2ATe 3T AEWT” Fe 3R 39 canT AT ‘Raer sgr corewid|
e Both these long-running campaigns received the coveted Grand Prix awards in
2025.

ﬁﬁﬁsﬁm#wr&mﬂuﬁaﬁzozsﬁwﬁﬁmmﬁmwgwl

Shot on iPhone Campaign (Apple)
"QITE 3T ATEHIT" FTRATT (ToTe)

e The “Shot on iPhone” idea was launched way back in 2015, primarily as an out-of-
home (OOH) campaign.
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“Qife 3HTeT HTEIT” T hT Q3T 2015 H 1 a1$ oY, FTT T F qMEF TR HFATT
(OOH) & ¥9 #|

It was remarkably simple — billboards featuring real photographs shot on iPhones by
real users.

g ATHATT 966 A AT — FAATIST Igel T ATl 3TAIThdTHAT carT FTEHT § i 1§
I FER Uefa 7 TS|

The photographs, techniques, and iPhone models used have changed many times,
but the campaign has remained consistent.

TEIN, doheileh, 31T ITEHIT ATST FS T dcol IV, AfeheT IFTAATT AT 577 T

In contrast to competitors who focused on megapixels and lenses, this campaign
showed what iPhone cameras could actually do.

519 wferggedY Faer Amfeae AR oW W A & W 2, TE HHRAT Jg e e fp
HTERI FIRT I & FIT FT THaT & |

It has driven over 20 billion OOH impressions, and in 2025 alone, it drove over 40
million visits to the iPhone product page.

e 319 doh 20 Afegsr & 31 OOH WA 3o fhT, 3iR haer 2025 7 40 AT &
mﬁﬁwaﬁqﬂr—rmﬁawgﬁl

This single campaign, with all its local adaptations, significantly contributed to building
affinity and purchase consideration for iPhone.

SH Tehel JTHATH &1, 301 FATART HTRAIIN & HIY, HTSHIT o T Faer faxor 3w
@lig AR & Agcaqut A |

It led to spectacular growth over the past decade.

58 AT g A TSHI I AAGR Jaf&r FATed Hr|

Real Beauty Platform (Dove)
Rearer s coewia (39)

The ‘Real Beauty’ platform was launched in 2004, based on a finding that only 2% of all
women described themselves as beautiful.

‘Rer ST celcthiar Y LRI 2004 g5 M, ST T 91T 1T foh Sharel 2% ARGATT & Yo
Y Fe Al Ui

The brand developed its creative objective — to help more women feel more beautiful
every day.

S8 & TWeAlcHeh 368 AuTRa frar — srftrs afyemait #r Qe srfas gex Agqw w3
# AgE T

To achieve this, the brand showcased radically different depictions of beauty and
addressed what real beauty meant.

Y 1A e & TIT §115 o Wi Y 3rerer-3rerer IraearRom3it A yeiia fomar 31T gamr f&
arEATaF Yol FAT gl ¢
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o The campaign decided to never use models, instead women are shown as their true
selves.

FTAITT H T AT 91T o ATSeT T YA 81 HAT STUam, Sios ATRATT FY 3T
e T F @ Sream|

o ‘Real Beauty’ has seen many creative executions over 20 years, but the core theme
remains the same.

‘Rarer sg& 1 20 ast A S TeeAs Fegfadl [Fell, Afhe e v 3rmer o v ST |

o Dove, an ageing brand before the campaign, is now purchased by 37% of the world’s
population, according to Kantar.

Ig AT & il ¥ Tgel 5 Ueh qgT oIS HIAT STIclT AT, AfeheT 379 58 gfaar v 37%
HTETEY SART GIET ST § (e & HTaR) |

e Dove estimates that the campaign has driven an incremental revenue of $28 billion.

S 1 ITAT & fob 50 31T o $28 fafaraer & srfafReaa 3mr scdeet H1 8

Indian Examples of Consistent Campaigns
R # AR AfRI= & 3grexor

¢ InlIndia, too, we have seen some iconic brands develop consistent marketing
platforms, though these are few and far between.

AR H, FS Tehhlcas s1st 1 o7 e Rrgorer ceewis s d e &, greife I sga 4
IR R E

¢ Tata Tea’s iconic ‘Jaago Re’ campaign was launched 15 years ago, and the brand
has remained consistent with it.

<TeT & 7 TRAEy S T 3TTHITT 15 ATeT Tget Y §37 27, 3R 5 A 99 & 38 faan
ST W B

o This powerful campaign, with multiple executions, urges us to develop our civic
responsibilities while enjoying tea.

Ig FHTATel AR, ForwT w8 weqgfoat W, g9 AR et S e &
RO &l g

o Amul’s topical advertising, which presents the brand’s take on current events, is
another example of consistency.

3HA T AR Ramaer, St 515 H aaaArT geansit w w7 g2 g, fAiatar &1 o 3k

30T ¢ |

e Other Indian brands that have shown such consistency include Asian Paints and
Pidilite.
enfaer g1
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Conclusion: The Value of Creative Consistency

frsd: TaetTeAs fAavar w1 qe7

e« Consistency is not easy to pursue in today’s world of fragmented media and short-
term pressures.

31rst & @it @3 3R Fa1 gay A gamal el glar # faRavar T T@ar AT TE
gl

o But these examples show that the ongoing power of a strong creative idea,

refreshed imaginatively over time, is perhaps the best bet for building a strong
brand.

AfeheT I 3eTER0T 9T & foh U AT TeltedAs faar it gaq afFa, 58 gag-gag
Feqateliel &7 @ AT AT ST, HHad: ATqa 713 fAATOT T Tad 3resT adia T o
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