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1. Ensure issue of birth certificate before discharge of
newborns, RGI tells States
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What sparked the Keeladi controversy?
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Ensure issue of birth certificate before

Vijaita Singh
NEW DIELHI

The Registrar-General of
India (RGI) has asked all
States to ensure that birth
certificates are issued to
mothers of newborn chil-
dren before they are dis-
charged from hospitals,
particularly government
run-hospitals, which ac-
count for more than 50%
ofinstitutional births in the
country.

The RGI office said the
registrar should give the
birth certificate as soon as
the registration of birth is
completed “but not later
than seven days” in an
electronic or other format.

“You will appreciate
that this office, in its endea-

Ensure

issue

Issuance of Birth Certificates to Mothers Before Hospital

vour of making the regis-
tration process smooth
and user-friendly, has ta-
ken several steps to im-
prove the Civil Registration
System, including amend-
ment to the Registration of
Births and Deaths Act,
1969, corresponding
amendment to State Regis-
tration of Births and
Deaths Rules, develop-
ment of a new Central CRS
portal, etc. In view of the
increased importance of
the birth certificate, it is
the need of the hour that
the certificate is delivered
to the mother of the new-
born child before her dis-
charge from the hospital,
especially by the govern-
ment hospitals where
more than 50% of total in-

Registrar-General of
India issues letter to
States as document’s
utility has increased
in recent past

stitutional births occur,”
the June 12 letter by the RGI
office said.

It said government hos-
pitals, community health
centres and primary
health centres across the
country are working as re-
gistration units and the re-
gistrars of such units
should be sensitised to the
importance of immediate
issue of birth certificate as
its utility has been recently
increased manifold.

From October 1, 2023,

of birth certificate bef;re
newborns, RGI tells States

Taurd Ref & et ¢4 9 Ugd o YHIUT UF SIRT BT
gif3a #3: RS A ISl J Hal

SR | I A TS AT B 57 YHIUT SR BT

the digital birth certificate
is the single document to
prove the date of birth for
various services such as ad-
mission to educational in-
stitutions, government
jobs, marriage registration
among others. A birth cer-
tificate is issued by the Re-
gistrar in accordance with
Section 12 of the Registra-
tion of Births and Deaths
(RBD) Act, 1969. The RBD
Act, 1969 which was
amended in 2023, man-
dates registration of all
births and deaths on the
Centre’s portal from Oc-
tober 1, 2023. Earlier,
States maintained their
own database and shared
statistics with the RGI of-
fice under the Union Home
Ministry.

discharge of

Discharge
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o The Registrar-General of India (RGI) has asked all States to ensure that birth
certificates are issued to mothers of newborn children before they are
discharged from hospitals, particularly government-run hospitals, which
account for more than 50% of institutional births in the country.

YRd & Uolige SR (RGI) 7 T+t Iraf 78 YRd w3 & Rt we1 2 &

AqetTd RIgre &1 ATare I S YU SRUATd 9 Fel 9 Ugd oI dhdT ST,

gﬁwwﬁmﬁ, S =1 H IRINTA ST BT 50% & I fgwan vad
I

« The RGI office said the registrar should give the birth certificate as soon as the
registration of birth is completed “but not later than seven days” in an electronic
or other format.

RG| AT A HgT b ST YHTUT UF SH &1 UoNd0l [ 8id o, IR A1d &1
& 3t 5T, gaaeie a1 3= fredt uresu o faar i1 =nfg |

o “You will appreciate that this office, in its endeavour of making the registration
process smooth and user-friendly, has taken several steps to improve the Civil
Registration System, including amendment to the Registration of Births and
Deaths Act, 1969, corresponding amendment to State Registration of Births
and Deaths Rules, development of a new Central CRS portal, etc.

"3 FH fh I8 Hrafay ool Ufhal &1 TRa 3R SUANTHdi-gEd §1H

& 30 T H AR UoliehRoul HUITelt &1 YURA o ol &8 HaH 3ol Ial ¢,

o 1969 & w1 3R Yog Usieeor siftferam & T, Isa o 3R g

gﬁﬁwﬁuﬁrﬁwﬁawﬁw T 91 &I CRS Ued o1 faapry 3ife =mfira
T

e Inview of the increased importance of the birth certificate, it is the need of the
hour that the certificate is delivered to the mother of the newborn child before
her discharge from the hospital, especially by the government hospitals where
more than 50% of total institutional births occur,” the June 12 letter by the RGI
office said.

S WHTUIYS & ¢ gU HE@ &I ¢d gu, I8 UHd &1 A7 § % I8 g
wﬁﬁwﬁ@ﬁwﬁ%ﬁmm WFR 37 AXHRY SRTaral &
wwwmﬁaﬂﬁwso%ﬁaﬁ‘wm%"agw 12 9 & U3 T RGI
ObMI(‘M FINICA] TIél

« It said government hospitals, community health centres and primary health
centres across the country are working as registration units and the registrars
of such units should be sensitised to the importance of immediate issue of birth
certificate as its utility has been recently increased manifold.

TH BT 7T b SR IR & WRPRI SRUATe, ATHSIAS WA $x 3R wdfis
TR g GoilhI0] TH1SAl b 70 H B B I3 & 3R 37 3h134l & Ysilgd) Bl
qDTd S H FHTUTYA WRT B & Hgd Bl bR HdG-I=Nd ST ST AT,
Hilfch $Hb! STANIAT BTe1 &1 H &g T 96 TS ¢
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« From October 1, 2023, the digital birth certificate is the single document to
prove the date of birth for various services such as admission to educational
institutions, government jobs, marriage registration, among others.

1 3ragar 2023 9, fSforee o= yamore fafte Jarsll o fob arfdre dwuri d
Tael, WRHR Apial, faare defteor ofe & forw s fafy ywford o aren
TP AT AW ¢

« A birth certificate is issued by the Registrar in accordance with Section 12 of
the Registration of Births and Deaths (RBD) Act, 1969.
S WHTOTYS USi® gRI o0 3R g Uit i, 1969 &1 URT 12 &
TR SR} o ST 3|

« The RBD Act, 1969, which was amended in 2023, mandates registration of all
births and deaths on the Centre’s portal from October 1, 2023.
1969 T RBD Siftfaw, ford 2023 & "= fovar mam, & 1 TR
2023 I Tt 97 3R g FT USR] hg & Wed W HHard |

« Earlier, States maintained their own database and shared statistics with the RGI
office under the Union Home Ministry.

S Paper |: Mapping

S Paper lll: Environment . ‘ ,
Swelling dam: The water level at the Idukki reservoir rose to 2,356.06 ft on Thursday. The catchment areas of the reservoir recorded 120.4
mm of rainfall in 24 hours as Idukki witnessed heavy rain on the day. JOMON PAMPAVALLEY
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What sparked the Keeladi controversy?

What was the dispute between the archaeologist and the ASI? Why did the ASI ask for a rewrite of the Keeladi report? Why did political parties react strongly to

the decision? How did the public and historians respond to the findings?

EXPLAINER

D. Suresh Kumar

The story so far:

n June 17, archaeologist K.

Amarnath Ramakrishna,

whose excavation at Keeladi

in Tamil Nadu drew the
nation’s attention, was transferred yet
again, this time from New Delhi to Greater
Noida. Mr. Ramakrishna, who was serving
as the Director (Antiquity) and as Director
of the National Mission on Monuments
and Antiquities (NMMA), will now be the
Director of the NMMA only. The NMMA
unit, set up in 2007, according to sources,
remains almost defunct. Over two years
after Mr. Ramakrishna submitted his
982-page report on the first two phases of
excavations carried out at Keeladi
between 2014 and 2016, a fresh
controversy erupted last month. The
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)
mandated that he revise his report, but he
refused to do it. This disagreement
sparked a political clash between the
Centre and Tamil Nadu.

How did Keeladi excavation begin?
Keeladi has become a symbol of pride for
many in Tamil Nadu. Over a decade ago,
Amarnath Ramakrishna, then the ASI's
Superintending Archaeologist, had
initiated excavations at a site known as
the Pallichanthai Tidal in Keeladi,
originally a coconut grove spanning 100
acres. He had identified over 100 sites for
excavation along the Vaigai River, but
Keeladi stood out.

It was in Keeladi that they unearthed
over 7,500 ancient artifacts, including
wall structures, drainage systems, and
wells — all evidence of a sophisticated
urban society that thrived. What was even
more compelling was the carbon dating,
which revealed that these elements are
over 2,160 years old, dating back to the
2nd century BCE, which is the time of the
Sangam period in Tamil history.

What sparked the Keeladi controversy?

What made the findings significant?
Archaeologists were stunned by a few
findings. Most importantly, there was no
evidence of religious symbols at the
excavation site, which hinted at the
secular nature of the civilisation.

So, naturally, the excitement around
Keeladi’s discoveries was palpable. Tamil
historians and enthusiasts saw it as proof
of an advanced ancient Tamil civilisation,
but soon after, things took a sharp turn.

What did political critics accuse the
Centre of doing?

It all began in 2017, when the ASI
transferred Mr. Ramakrishna to Assam
just as the excavations were ramping up
after the first two phases. Back then,
political critics accused the Centre of
deliberately derailing the excavations. It is
because the Centre that had promised
funding and support for further digs
delayed both after the second phase.

The local political climate grew tense
with some alleging that the Centre was
trying to suppress Tamil heritage. By 2017,
the excavations had entered its third
phase, this time, under archaeologist P.S.
Sriraman. After excavating just around
400 square meters, he reported a lack of
continuity in the brick structures

g = . L =
K. Amarnath Ramakrishna at the Keeladi excavation site. FiLE PHOTO

previously discovered.

Did State’s findings resolve the issue?
The Madras High Court stepped in, with
judges visiting the excavation site. The
court then directed the ASI to continue
the excavations and allowed the Tamil
Nadu State Department of Archaeology to
get involved. The department, in 2019,
published a report asserting that Keeladi
was an urban settlement dating back to
the Sangam era between the 6th century
BCE and the Ist century CE.

Since the third phase, the State
Archaeology Department has continued
the project, but these findings have not
helped resolve the issue; instead, the
drama has escalated. In January 2023, Mr.
Ramakrishna, who was transferred back
to Tamil Nadu, submitted his report on
the first two phases of excavation.

What did the ASI ask Ramakrishna to
do with the report?

For about two-and-a-half years, this
report remained with the ASI, and just
last month, the ASI sent Mr. Ramakrishna
a letter to revise the report. The ASI
questioned the dating and depth of
certain findings, suggesting the evidence
for the earliest period, as it “appeared to

Frars! faarg $ I gane?

Address
Email Id :

be very early,” and said it needed further
analysis. Mr. Ramakrishna, however,
stood firm and refused to rewrite his
conclusions, defending his work as
scientifically sound, based on rigorous
archaeological standards. He argued that
the report’s chronology was backed by
stratigraphic sequences, material culture
and even Accelerator Mass Spectrometry.

Why did the ASI’s decision spark
political outrage?

Against this backdrop, many political
parties in Tamil Nadu have slammed the
ASI's decision. They have termed it a
blatant attempt to suppress Tamil
heritage. They argued that the Centre’s
refusal to acknowledge Keeladi's
significance was not just about science
but also about politics. Amid the
backlash, the Union Minister for Culture,
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, said Mr.
Ramakrishna’s findings were not
technically well-supported and further
scientific studies were required to validate
the findings. He sought more results,
data, and evidence because he said a
single finding cannot change the entire
discourse.

Why did AIADMK stay silent initially?
Interestingly, the AIADMK, which was in
power when the Keeladi report was
published, remained silent for a long time
on the current controversy. However, on
June 18, senior leader R.B. Udhayakumar
contended that the Centre had sought
more information by way of ensuring
“additional corroboration.” He also said,
“if the Keeladi report is rejected, the
AIADMK will be the first party to express
its voice of protest.”

The controversy is not just about one
report or one excavation; it is a clash of
narratives. The Centre insists on scientific
validation while Tamil Nadu views it as a
matter of historical recognition. The State
government is pressing on with its
excavations, which are under way, and it
has already set up a new museum at
Keeladi, drawing thousands of visitors.

THE GIST

v

Archaeologist Amamath
Ramakrishna's transfer from
New Dethi to Greater Noida
and the ASI's demand to revise
his 982-page Keeladi
excavation report sparked
renewed controversy.

v

The ASI questioned the dating
and depth of the findings, but
Ramakrishna defended his
conclusions as scientifically
sound, citing stratigraphy and
Accelerator Mass
Spectrometry.

v

The move drew political
outrage in Tamil Nadu, with
parties accusing the Centre of
suppressing Tamil heritage,
turning Keeladi into a
flashpoint between science,
politics, and identity.
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What was the dispute between the archaeologist and the ASI? Why did the ASI
ask for a rewrite of the Keeladi report? Why did political parties react strongly to
the decision? How did the public and historians respond to the findings?

RIadiae 3R TTHITE & 19 faare o 41?2 Teges 3 siars! Rud o) e 3 foram
P HI R} P12 IeHiae gal 3 39 FHofa R $E1 ufafeear waf sued &1 S=dr iR
gfagrIeRI A fAsepul W @ yfafehar soad 312

Keeladi Excavation Controversy

Harg! Gars faarg

« OnJune 17, archaeologist K. Amarnath Ramakrishna, whose excavation at
Keeladi in Tamil Nadu drew the nation’s attention, was transferred yet again,
this time from New Delhi to Greater Noida.

17 9 & RA@idg &. SMRATY IHH, oo affia-rg & drarst § Gars
1Y T T Wi 4T, DI Teh IR i 71 faerdt | Fex ST MR DR faa
|

e Mr. Ramakrishna, who was serving as the Director (Antiquity) and as Director

of the National Mission on Monuments and Antiquities (NMMA), will now be
the Director of the NMMA only.

&t THHW S ST (YRTGRIY) 3R AP TR 3R GRITRY fA= (NMMA)
& 3w & U # HRRA 9, 3@ Fad NMMA & fae=re gint|

e The NMMA unit, set up in 2007, e}ccordlng to sources, remains almost defunct.
2007 T RIUd NMMA S&T8, Iidi & IR, 4T fAfera s+ g3 g

o Over two years after Mr. Ramakrishna submitted his 982-page report on the
first two phases of excavations carried out at Keeladi between 2014 and 2016,
a fresh controversy erupted last month.

2014 3R 2016 & o1 PIATSt A FI 715 W & USd ol IR0 TR 4 JHAGWT gRI
982-gg| &1 U1 Iio o & Y aut A siftre w7y s1e, e 7R we a1 faare
TR= gall

o The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) mandated that he revise his report,
but he refused to do it.

YRR RTa FA&UT (ASI) 7 374 3D RUIC FRNTAT B B DT, Tl
364 U F3 ¥ 9P H fear|

e This disagreement sparked a political clash between the Centre and Tamil
Nadu.

3 U 7 Hg 3R ARIEHTIg & §id IASHIAP cHRId DI o fea|

How did Keeladi excavation begin?

PIATS! GoTs I YH3ATd A §J?
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Keeladi has become a symbol of pride for many in Tamil Nadu.

PIATS! ARG & B3 ANl P 7T MR BT Yeltd & 71 8|

Over a decade ago, Amarnath Ramakrishna, then the ASI’s Superintending
Archaeologist, had initiated excavations at a site known as the Pallichanthai
Tidal in Keeladi, originally a coconut grove spanning 100 acres.

U® GXP UG, STRATY AP W, Sl I IHI AS| & thed Riaardg o, 4
DicTe! ¥ Uedadg elgsd AHD ¥Id W Fals Y& $i o, S gd T4 F 100 ThHs
® et ATgd BT 1T 7|

He had identified over 100 sites for excavation along the Vaigai River, but
Keeladi stood out.

Igi- QTS At & fHIR e & T 100 | 34t wyell &t uga &t ff, afed
PreTS! oY e IET|

It was in Keeladi that they unearthed over 7,500 ancient artifacts, including
wall structures, drainage systems, and wells — all evidence of a
sophisticated urban society that thrived.

Frare! § 354 7,500 | SAfere Ui Sareptaal o, 570 Sar Pt \@==m,

o ATt gomett, SR $U A & — T T Th T et THTS & JH70T |
What was even more compelling was the carbon dating, which revealed that

these elements are over 2,160 years old, dating back to the 2nd century BCE,
which is the time of the Sangam period in Tamil history.

SO ot 31f% eyl U1 Se Sfe, for f@man fas I Siaxiy 2,160 AT qRM
¥, ol ST o gt TraTed) & €, I Al SfET & W BT & IHT B ¢ |

What made the findings significant?

Gl B Hgayul foaa smn?

Archaeologists were stunned by a few findings.

3o Wioll ¥ [RId@idg s 38 U]
Most importantly, there was no evidence of religious symbols at the
excavation site, which hinted at the secular nature of the civilisation.

T Hg@yu I8 o7 fh Qars wd R U1fife wdie! &1 His waTor 8] e, s
I TAT B! YHARUE Upfd B a5
So, naturally, the excitement around Keeladi’s discoveries was palpable.

SfT PIATS! B WISl B! AH IodTe WY UT|

Tamil historians and enthusiasts saw it as proof of an advanced ancient
Tamil civilisation, but soon after, things took a sharp turn.

afire sfagTaeRY 3R ITE! A A 32 Us faeRid U= aftra |« o1
THTUT T, Qfds STeg 81 geTnH A dig | o foran|

What did political critics accuse the Centre of doing?

ST TA®! A g U T RIY TT?
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It all began in 2017, when the ASI transferred Mr. Ramakrishna to Assam just

as the excavations were ramping up after the first two phases.

g Id 2017 U = g3HT, 5Id ASI 7 oY IMH T Y 300 AR B 341, 3l

9 o/ GaTE Usd <l TR0 & 918 SR UHS e |

Back then, political critics accused the Centre of deliberately derailing the

excavations.

Sﬂgﬂm, SIS SATAGD] A g IR AGHBY FaTs D ged] A SaRA &
[SRIIE2IN

It is because the Centre that had promised funding and support for further digs
delayed both after the second phase.

U1 gafere gan ife Hg, o 3 @t Werg & fore fafta wergar ik gwd=
&1 aTeT foram AT, = AR RO & S gl | S3t &l

The local political climate grew tense with some alleging that the Centre was
trying to suppress Tamil heritage.

TR a-raquf 81 T a1ifh $© ANl A SR I fb g
e faRRIa ®1 gaA & HIR FR W@ 8

By 2017, the excavations had entered its third phase, this time under
archaeologist P.S. Sriraman.

2017 d% QaTs diax TR0 § Jax o g T, 39 IR RIdadg .o, SR &
Aqc

After excavating just around 400 square meters, he reported a lack of
continuity in the brick structures previously discovered.

TATHIT 400 T HIeR FaTs & dIc, 35i- Ugd Wil 715 3¢ bl Jxa-rai § fFARawan
Ft H B RO

Did State’s findings resolve the issue?

T I Y GGl A G, Bl JAAT?

The Madras High Court stepped in, with judges visiting the excavation site.
ST S <UTATAd 3 §X8T fhar 3R <mneher 3 Wars I &1 SRT faa|
The court then directed the ASI to continue the excavations and allowed the
Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology to get involved.

3IGTAd A ASI DI GaTs IRT T8 HI A8 fear iR affrasirg Isa Riaea faurr
DI SHH M B DI AT Gl

The department, in 2019, published a report asserting that Keeladi was an
urban settlement dating back to the Sangam era between the 6th century BCE
and the 1st century CE.

faUrT = 2019 # e RUlé USRI ot fo9H gg garan 11 & Slarst U gt
&l o, S $a1 gd 61 Trared) | ¥t 1Y Traredt & IH B B 2|

Since the third phase, the State Archaeology Department has continued the
project, but these findings have not helped resolve the issue; instead, the
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drama has escalated.

TR RT3, I QRIS fGURT 3 IS SIRT 4T 8, <ifch 39 @iell - e, ol
A # Heg A8 ot; afcp, faarg ik 9¢ M|

e InJanuary 2023, Mr. Ramakrishna, who was transferred back to Tamil Nadu,
submitted his report on the first two phases of excavation.

SaRY 2023 H, of IHHWT, 5 bR | aftrerTg Rimiaia fovar mar o, A gars
& Ugd & IO WR Ut R uxga &t

What did the ASI ask Ramakrishna to do with the report?
AS| A IMFHWT A RUIE & 1Y FIT I B HaT?

e For about two-and-a-half years, this report remained with the ASI, and just last
month, the ASI sent Mr. Ramakrishna a letter to revise the report.

T STS T do I8 RO AS| & U e, iR fUsa a8iq, AS| 7 off Imewr

3! R TRNfard o & fow g 9|

e The ASI questioned the dating and depth of certain findings, suggesting the
evidence for the earliest period, as it “appeared to be very early,” and said it
needed further analysis.

AS| 7 $& Fshul Bt faf¥y iR 8IS W TaTd IB1T, I8 Had gu fb URfUS
gmaauﬂm"qu R Udd 8d & 3R 39 oy it faxawor &1 sra=adman
|

« Mr. Ramakrishna, however, stood firm and refused to rewrite his conclusions,
defending his work as scientifically sound, based on rigorous archaeological
standards.

BTl ot YHHW] A 3T B! B SIaRT fore= I bR IR a1 3R 3 Hrd
D! AFP TU W 3T IR FSR RIATQ@D HIFDI TR R T

o He argued that the report’s chronology was backed by stratigraphic
sequences, material culture, and even Accelerator Mass Spectrometry

IR IS T b R 3 pTem gl o WEIPoT 3,
Il 3R et 9@ & Taiaey A Waeidl gRT gafdd faar man

Why did the ASI’s decision spark po!itical outrage?
ASI & BId 7 IeHIa® TRISR R HSHTE?

« Against this backdrop, many political parties in Tamil Nadu have slammed the
ASI’s decision.

%gqg@ﬁ,aﬁmaﬁﬁmﬁwm%ﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬁﬁwm
|

« They have termed it a blatant attempt to suppress Tamil heritage.
35 34 Al favId 3 ga &1 U W T 9ar|

« They argued that the Centre’s refusal to acknowledge Keeladi’s significance
was not just about science but also about politics.
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Wﬂézﬂﬁ?aﬂE@%WﬁmﬁwWﬁ%mmWﬁmﬁ
e IroT-ita 9 o ST g gl

Amid the backlash, the Union Minister for Culture, Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, said Mr. Ramakrishna’s findings were not technically well-

supported and further scientific studies were required to validate the findings.

foR1Y & ota, HEr depia 3t Toig Rig Jamad - oa1 (& ot Imepw & sy
dJee! U 9§ raie T F gaffa 98 § ok 3% 9 #31 & o oik
AP SqIT DI AR B

He sought more results, data, and evidence because he said a single finding
cannot change the entire discourse.

Igi- 3if¥re ufvum, ST SR WHIU &1 7l & i 3% SR, THHT
frepd O 1 faust 78 sgan o 9ol

Why did AIADMK stay silent initially?
AIADMK Y%= ¥ g9 T} T51?

Interestingly, the AIADMK, which was in power when the Keeladi report was
published, remained silent for a long time on the current controversy.

feerery 919 18 B f&5 AIADMK, S Slars! Ruld uwifRd 811 & 99g T o,
Hiolel faare W dd 9T 9% gU 36|

However, on June 18, senior leader R.B. Udhayakumar contended that the
Centre had sought more information by way of ensuring “additional
corroboration.”

gIcifch 18 [ D1 IRY AT MR.&. IGIPHR A dob & fob b A «arferfe gy
AT B o T St s 7t &

He also said, “if the Keeladi report is rejected, the AIADMK will be the first
party to express its voice of protest.”

351 T8 Wl Fal fh “ofR Plars! Ruld &1 srdigd foar Tar, O AIADMK uget
urdf grft St faRiy &t smaTs IsTEft |

The controversy is not just about one report or one excavation

gz faare »aa te Ruld a1 ve gears & TR § =81 8

The controversy is not just about one report or one excavation; it is a clash
of narratives.

Ig faare Rk T RNud a1 Qars 0@ Siftd 81 §; 78 ol &t edrige 71
The Centre insists on scientific validation while Tamil Nadu views it as a
matter of historical recognition.

% S5t AP THIOT TR IR ¢ T &, Tg| arHa-rg 34 SfagTiRie ar=aer &1
fawa gaT g

The State government is pressing on with its excavations, which are under
way, and it has already set up a new museum at Keeladi, drawing thousands
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India declines to endorse
joint statement at the SCO
over exclusion of Pahalgam

‘G Paper i SC0 T T T
Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

India declined to endorse
the joint statement at the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) Defence
Ministers’ meeting in Chi-
na, and pushed for includ-
ing tougher language on
terrorism that would re-
flect the Indian position,
particularly in the wake of
the Pahalgam terror attack
on April 22

Sources said Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh re-
fused to sign the document
on Thursday as it did not
mention the Pahalgam at-
tack but included militant
activities in Balochistan.
Pakistan and China were
trying to divert attention
from terrorism, and the
document would have di-
luted India’s position on
critical issues, particularly
terrorism and regional se-
curity, sources added.

In his address at the SCO
meet in Qingdao, Mr. Singh
said a terror group, The Re-
sistance Front, had carried

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with his Chinese counterpart Dong
Jun in Qingdao. ANIVIDEO GRAB

out a “dastardly and hei-
nous attack” on innocent
tourists at Pahalgam in
Jammu and Kashmir, kill-
ing 26 innocent civilians,
including a Nepali nation-
al. The TRF, a proxy of the
UN-designated Lashkar-e-
Taiba, had claimed respon-
sibility for the attack, he
said.

“Peace and prosperity
cannot co-exist with terro-
rism and proliferation of
Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion in the hands of non-
state actors and terror

groups. Dealing with these
challenges requires deci-
sive action. It is imperative
that those who sponsor,
nurture and utilise terro-
rism for their narrow and
selfish ends must bear the
consequences. Some coun-
tries use cross-border ter-
rorism as an instrument of
policy and provide shelter
to terrorists. There should
be no place for such dou-
ble standards. SCO should
not hesitate to criticise
such nations,”
said.

Mr. Singh

India declines to
endorse joint
statement at the
SCO over exclusion
of Pahalgam

YR A UgEIH Bl
8% 3@ IR
Tt ¥ Wgad
G BT JHIT A
¥ SHPR &Y fear

India’s Stand at SCO
Defence Ministers’ Meeting

waien vam /il @ do@
A YR &1 39

e India declined to endorse
the joint statement at the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO)
Defence Ministers’ meeting in
China, and pushed for

including tougher language on terrorism that would reflect the Indian position,
particularly after the Pahalgam terror attack on April 22.

YRA = 99 TAfod AT T WIS+ (SCO) & il &! 96d & Wgad
T BT FHIH T | FTHR IR 431, IR ATAHaIE U g Gl DI A
PR TR SR 31 S 22 30 Y UgeTIH TGS ATS gHd & a1g HRd Bt fRUf
&I GRIM

« Sources said Defence Minister Rajnath Singh refused to sign the document on

Thursday as it did not mention the Pahalgam attack but included militant

activities in Balochistan.
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« Pakistan and China were trying to divert attention from terrorism, and the
document would have diluted India’s position on critical issues, particularly
terrorism and regional security, sources added.

L 7 Far & urfhar SR F19 SMddhalg ¥ S Uedh Pt DI HR R 3,
3R I8 TS Hgdyqul ggl, THR ATahdlg 3R & JR&m |R YRd &1 fRufq
D FHAAR I ¢l

Rajnath Singh’g Address at SCO'Meet
TaHieh do@ § oY Rig o1 A

e In his address at the SCO meet in Qingdao, Mr. Singh said a terror group, The
Resistance Front (TRF), had carried out a "dastardly and heinous attack" on
innocent tourists at Pahalgam in Jammu and Kashmir, killing 26 innocent
civilians, including a Nepali national.

et # waeiten 9@ & o Jales I ot Rig A $e1 (& Te siddare Wi,
g IR e (TRF) 7 910 3R SRR & Ugamd § ey Wied! R "SRRI
sﬁvmqslgm"m,mﬁzeﬁﬁqqﬂm,%ﬁﬁwﬁmﬁmlﬁ
MR 4T, AR Y|

« The TRF, a proxy of the UN-designated Lashkar-e-Taiba, had claimed
responsibility for the attack, he said.

I8 ®el f TRF, Sl [ WY WY GRT AT T=HR-T-d9a1 BT Ui T3 o,
39 gHA & formier <t

India’s Position on Terrorism at SCO

TS | SfTddarg WX YRd @t fRUfd

« “Peace and prosperity cannot co-exist with terrorism and proliferation of
Weapons of Mass Destruction in the hands of non-state actors and terror
groups.

"RTifd 3R Tl BT KT SHTdHaTg SR RITT el T AP W1
1T ® Arfe® o & iRl & gaR & 91y 761 51 gdhanl”

« Dealing with these challenges requires decisive action.

Rl A fAgeq & fore Rufae $RarE 3mawas 3|

e ltis imperative that those who sponsor, nurture and utilise terrorism for their
narrow and selfish ends must bear the consequences.

g ISP § P S AT SMTdepare &1 raiford, Nt 3k ST o3d § 3ra+
Taiut 3R wardf Ig=at & forg, 3= ufRumy Yia= @1fgul
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e Some countries use cross-border terrorism as an instrument of policy and
provide shelter to terrorists.

$S o HHIUR ATdHaTg D! ifd & SUHVT & U T THATA $Rd § AR
T aTeal ®Y IR1 3d 7|

e There should be no place for such double standards.

UH gle¥ ATuds! & fR1g Hig R el g1 a1feu

« SCO should not hesitate to criticise such nations,” Mr. Singh said.

oft Rig 7 weT for TaAtai & TY ¢=N &t mei=-T $31 | fgafe=mn 781 anfgu|

Staggered polls cannot be considered an
immutable feature of Constitution: ex-CJI

GS Paper II: Simultaneous
S‘,Electlon

L IICLEIUE ENR IR < e e = = e

NEW DELHI

Conducting free and fair
elections is a basic feature
of the Constitution, but the
Constitution does not say
that polls can be free and
fair only if they are held
non-simultaneously, form-
er Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud has opined,
according to sources, in his
written submission to the
Parliamentary Joint Com-
mittee reviewing the pro-
posed legislation aiming to
introduce simultaneous
elections.

Justice Chandrachud,
who served as the CJI from
November 2022 to Novem-
ber 2024, will present his
views to the panel on July
11. Justice ].S. Kehar, who
served as CJI between Ja-
nuary and August 2017, has

Former CJI DY. Chandrachud will present his views on simultaneous
elections to a Parliamentary Joint Committee on July 11. PT

also been invited by the pa-
nel, which is reviewing the
Constitution (One
Hundred and Twenty-
Ninth Amendment) Bill,
2024 and the Union Terri-
tories Laws (Amendment)
Bill, 2024.

Their predecessors who
had met the panel earlier
had pointed out several in-
firmities in the legislation,

according to sources.
Justice Chandrachud, as
per sources, has dismissed
the contention that hold-
ing simultaneous elections
would blur the distinction
between different tiers of
government, since voters
may prioritise national is-
sues over regional con-
cerns if the election cycles
are synchronised. This ar-

gument, he said, is based
on the assumption that the
Indian electorate is “naive”
and can be easily “manipu-
lated”. This contention, he
has argued, flies in the face
of the universal adult fran-
chise which has been part
of the Constitution since its
inception.

He further said in his
submission, as per sourc-
es, that “staggered elec-
tions cannot be considered
as a feature of the original
Constitution, let alone an
immutable feature.”

According to sources,
he has also referred to the
concern that simultaneous
elections could marginal-
ise smaller parties or re-
gional parties. But this pro-
blem, he said, exists
independent and irrespec-
tive of the simultaneous
election legislation.

Staggered polls cannot be considered an immutable feature
of Constitution: ex-CJl

RO H

AT BT AU BT SraRad-a fa=radr g1 art o
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Simultaneous Elections and Constitutional Debate

THATY TG 3R e 989

Conducting free and fair elections is a basic feature of the Constitution, but the
Constitution does not say that polls can be free and fair only if they are held
non-simultaneously, former Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud has
opined, according to sources, in his written submission to the Parliamentary
Joint Committee reviewing the proposed legislation aiming to introduce
simultaneous elections.

U 3R freaer g1 SR Sfaum &t U g faRiwar €, dfe dfaum ag gt
FHadl [ g aHt F0er 81 Fahd ¢ ofd d STET-3eT AT TR HRIT A1¢, U1 gd
YR & g@T iz S1.a78. TS 7 WY A AfAfa ol faw 7g s
ffed a1 o wg1 ¢, S Ty gATal & A R & URATAd BT DI THIET
CREE

Justice Chandrachud, who served as the CJI from November 2022 to
November 2024, will present his views to the panel on July 11.

T s, RFEI TdaR 2022 | T9ER 2024 66 YR & IO A &
0 H S b, 11 JATS I FiHfd b AE YA [TaTR T_gd B3|

Justice J.S. Kehar, who served as CJI between January and August 2017, has
also been invited by the panel, which is reviewing the Constitution (One
Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024 and the Union Territories
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024.

ST I 3R 2017 A% URA o G TR 5 Agfd .09, @gv & ot
gfafa gry smHfa fosar man 8, oh wfaems (12091 w2ier) fadaes, 2024 3R |9
IS4 &5 B (A=) IS, 2024 37 Triten Hx 6 B

Their predecessors who had met the panel earlier had pointed out several
infirmities in the legislation, according to sources.

LA o SR, 3% gdadi off Ugd IAfd ¥ e &, I8 39 S | s
SUSAINGT BT 3R IRINT fobam T

Justice Chandrachud, as per sources, has dismissed the contention that
holding simultaneous elections would blur the distinction between different
tiers of government, since voters may prioritise national issues over regional
concerns if the election cycles are synchronised.

T & IR, AT g5gs 2 59 g1d Pt WIS {641 § 16 Thany g=ma s
4 WHR & fafia w_1 & da siav gy g1 e, Hifd afe gArd T b 91 8l
ol FAGTaT TP e 1 & el W SW @ IHhd §

This argument, he said, is based on the assumption that the Indian electorate is
“naive” and can be easily “manipulated”.

3I2i1 Bel fP T8 db 39 YR R 3uTRd 2 fob WRART Adgrer “Hia” § ik 32
T § “guTfae far o g g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page15



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

This contention, he has argued, flies in the face of the universal adult
franchise, which has been part of the Constitution since its inception.

35 o e fas I8 grar ardWifie auve HarfieRr & faRiy & 5, S dfdum
&1 e DT RITIT A §1 T3

He further said in his submission, as per sources, that “staggered elections
cannot be considered as a feature of the original Constitution, let alone an
immutable feature.”

I 30§ H 31 Hgl, Tl & IR, b “TRuras gATal Bt ga dfaem™
@t fawar 7Y ° &7 ", iR 7 g 3% Srafvad-a fa=iwar wagn o
Jpargl”

According to sources, he has also referred to the concern that simultaneous
elections could marginalise smaller parties or regional parties.

T & SIER, S8 59 it &1 off Ieera faan © b warary 19 9 SIS wifdat
a1 &g gl @1 FTRRA W Se o &1 §
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‘Additional demand

behind delay in Jal
Jeevan Mission’

G5 Paper II: Government

@.E.TL__,.-.--....--...;

NEW DELHI

Additional demand and
the realisation that ground-
water sources alone would
be insufficient to provide
potable piped water to all
households have contri-
buted to delays in the Jal
Jeevan Mission, Union Jal
Shakti Minister C.R. Patil
said at a press conference
on Thursday.

In 2019, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had an-
nounced that all rural hou-
seholds — estimated at
around 19 crore — would
be covered by 2024, when
approximately 16% (or 3.2
crore  households) had
piped water connections.

In her Budget speech in
February, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman stated
that the scheme had been
extended to 2028 with an
“enhanced outlay®.

“If you consider the data
until March 2024, we were
pretty much on target.
Subsequently, about four
crore  additional houses
that required piped water
connections were added.
There have been some mis-
takes made by contractors.
‘We also discovered that in
some places groundwater
resources would not be
enough to provide water
and so we'd need surface
water [from rivers, lakes

and will be more infras-
tructure intensive],” Mr.
Patil said.

According to the Minis-
ter, 80% of rural house-
holds — around 15.6 crore —
have been provided with
piped water connections.
Since 2019, the govern-
ment has spent 3.6 lakh
crore towards achieving

this goal.
Budget documents
show that the Jal Shakt Mi-

nistry expects to spend
67,000 crore in 2025-26,
slightly lower than the
69,992 crore it spent in
2023-24, For 2024-25, the
Ministry had provisioned
170,000 crore between
March 2024 and March
2025. However, as of Fe-
bruary, the actual expendi-
ture stood at only 122,694
crore — indicating underu-
tilisation of nearly 250,000
crore despite budgetary
allocation.

The Ministry's website
continues to list the target
as 19.3 crore households,
unchanged from the initial
estimate in 2019. The Hin-
du reached out to officials
for clarity, but no response
was available at press time.

The mission aims to pro-
vide every rural household
a tap water connection, de-
livering 55 litres per capita
per day of water that meets
BIS:10500 standards, ac-
cording to the website.
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But this problem, he said, exists independent and irrespective of the
simultaneous election legislation.

At 31 gl fh I8 0w W ¥4 A 3R THaryd g1 fAdus I erem

I H B

‘Additional demand behind delay in Jal
Jeevan Mission’

T sitad e A &3 & Wi sifafyaa |

Delays in Jal Jeevan Mission

o Sitad e 7 38

. Additional demand and the realisation that
groundwater sources alone would be insufficient to
provide potable piped water to all households have
contributed to delays in the Jal Jeevan Mission, Union Jal
Shakti Minister C.R. Patil said at a press conference on

Thursday.

Sifafad AT SR I8 90 % FHad YfrTa oa wig ot
W D! §F g 98 o U B & ol ggied =81 g1, A
et Sfta free ® &8t # e fean ], ge o1 g wid
fekT Wit SR, UIfed A FAR D! U U Hi-hd | dol|
. In 2019, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
announced that all rural households — estimated at
around 19 crore — would be covered by 2024, when
approximately 16% (or 3.2 crore households) had piped
water connections.

2019 ¥, AT g At A v & of fo it yrdtor
T — AT 19 BRIS — P 2024 TP HaAR T ST,
Safd 3T THT TIHT 16% (IT 3.2 PG BRI H 9 I oA
PR UT|

. In her Budget speech in February, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman stated that the scheme had

been extended to 2028 with an “enhanced outlay”.

BIa I 3U goie HTyor B, o vt e Jaryor = g1 for 59 aier &1
2028 d% Fg1 foa1 T § SR 3% oy "aeT gaiT Sirde" fhar M 3|

“If you consider the data until March 2024, we were pretty much on target.
Subsequently, about four crore additional houses that required piped water
connections were added.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page17



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

g MY AT 2024 TH & mwﬁ?ﬁ ol 9 Ted b HTw! P U gﬂ%

IS T IR B AR ORY B e oI S B} SHTaIHd F &Y § oie]
Tarl

» There have been some mistakes made by contractors.
F8 SPHER] gIRT Tafaar o g3 g

« We also discovered that in some places groundwater resources would not be
enough to provide water and so we’d need surface water [from rivers, lakes and
will be more infrastructure intensive],” Mr. Patil said.

g I8 ) Ul o po WM R YFARTT Sd S/TYE yai ) 817, gafery g9
st od [, 3iel T 3R 399 3P SeNRT1 BT MIgHdl gifl] B Sevd
B ot Tifet 3 @

« According to the Minister, 80% of rural households — around 15.6 crore —
have been provided with piped water connections.

Tt & SFIR, 80% ATHIUT BRY — T THIHAT 15.6 BRIS — P! A old Hria=M
U forar S gt ]

e Since 2019, the government has spent ¥3.6 lakh crore towards achieving this
goal.

%2019ﬁmaﬁwmsﬂa&uﬁwm?r%mnemm@émqﬁ
|

« Budget documents show that the Jal Shakti Ministry expects to spend 67,000
crore in 2025-26, slightly lower than the ¥69,992 crore it spent in 2023-24.

ol XTSI A UdT IeidT g b oidt Wfdd Ao 2025-26 A 267,000 HRAS T

B DI IFIG PR 6T 8, Sl 2023-24 & 69,992 PG I NS HH |

o For 2024-25, the Ministry had provisioned ¥70,000 crore between March 2024
and March 2025.

éoqu—zs & fore, HaaTera A AT 2024 A AT 2025 & 1 £70,000 HRAS HT UG
T

e However, as of February, the actual expenditure stood at only ¥22,694 crore —
indicating underutlllsatlon of nearly 50,000 crore despite budgetary allocation.
BTy, BRAR! 0 AR W had 222,694 PNS YT — off faardr § [ soicig
3{Ide o STdSE AU 250,000 HIS T mmﬂg&m

o The Ministry’s website continues to list the target as 19.3 crore households,
unchanged from the initial estimate in 2019.

HaTerd Bt dgdTse R ey 3t +ft 19.3 #Re WR feamn mar g, S 2019 &
RIS A 3 rafkafdd 81

e The Hindu reached out to officials for clarity, but no response was available at
press time.

g g A war & forg sfwial O dudh foran, afd T 99a 9% ®Ig o1a19 -1g1
|

o The mission aims to provide every rural household a tap water connection,
delivering 55 litres per capita per day of water that meets BIS:10500

Page18

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

standards, according to the website.

JEYISC & 3R, 39 fHeH &1 3539 TS TATHIU R &I 9d Fd SR UaH
W%,%Hﬁuﬁm%uﬁﬁqsssﬂawmaa‘r BIS:10500 HIPI &I
R BB
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At Bangkok event, a commitment

to count every birth and death

Governments across Asia and the Pacific decide to ensure registration of all vital events of the population by 2030; an estimated 14 million children
in the region still do not have their births registered by their first birthday and every year, an approximate 6.9 million deaths go unrecorded

Gs Paper II: International .

dnstitutions .

Ramya Kannan

overnments across Asia and the
Pacific, on Thursday, signed off
on a landmark decision to
ensure that all births are
registered and all deaths are recorded by
2030, at the third Ministerial conference
on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics
for Asia and the Pacific, in Bangkok,
Thailand. This is expected to bring the
vison of universal, inclusive and resilient
CRVS systems a step closer to reality.

The United Nations defines civil
registration and vital statistics as the
“continuous, permanent, compulsory and
universal recording of the occurrence and
characteristics of vital events of the
population in accordance with the law”.

What are the vital events?

These vital events include births, deaths
and marriages, divorces, besides causes
of death. The focus of the nations is on
registering births and deaths as a
fundamental aspect of a person’s legal
identity, and besides, grant access to a
whole range of life-cycle
benefits/functions for any one living in a
society. Birth registration grants
individuals formal legal recognition,
enabling access to essential rights and
services, including health services. Death
certificates serve as legal proof of death,
supporting families with matters such as
inheritance, insurance and other
administrative processes.

In 2014, the United Nations’ Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP), launched the “CRVS
Decade” to ‘Get every one in the picture.
The decadal progress was measured in a
review that was then launched as a
publication last week.

In her preface to the publication,
Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana,
Under-Secretary-General of the United
Nations and Executive Secretary of
ESCAP, wrote: “Importantly, civil
registration and vital statistics (CRVS)
systems help protect populations in
vulnerable situations, as birth and
marriage registration can serve as
safeguards against child marriage,
trafficking and modern slavery by
verifying age and identity.”

Acknowledging legal identity in good
governance and justice, is also target 16.9
of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). Birth registration has an
intergenerational impact, empowering
registered mothers to secure legal identity
and rights for their children, breaking
cycles of invisibility and exclusion.

Earlier, speaking to presspersons, Ms.
Alisjahbana said the ID card is the most
important part of every one’s wallet, and
as such it goes beyond a mere document.
There have been accelerated actions by
many countries that have led to better
registration rates in these nations, and the
successes have come as a result of
collaborative work in the region and
learning from each other’s work.

As a result, over the past decade, in the
countries in the Asia Pacific region, the
number of children under five who are
unregistered had dropped from 135
million in 2012 to 51 million, a reduction
of more than 60%. 29 countries currently

also significantly improved, the ESCAP
acknowledged.

However, despite this progress, an
estimated 14 million children across the
region still do not have their births
registered by their first birthday. Every
year, an approximate 6.9 million deaths
also go unrecorded.

Extension of deadline

Responding to a question on the future of
the programme, Ms. Alisjahbana said:
“We have been very fortunate in seeing
significant progress, and political will and
investments in this decade. They have
paid off. But there is a lot of work to be
done yet, and there is in place a very good
momentum to accelerate operations and
digitalisation to ensure registration. So the
consensus among member nations is to
extend it to 2030.”

With the chosen decade complete, but
100% registration still not achieved, the
Declaration has decided to extend the
roadmap to 2030, the end of the decade,
with people at the centre. It calls for
inclusive and accessible service delivery,
harnessing the power of digital
transformation, strengthening legal
foundations and building inter-operable
data systems. The governments also
provided commitments to ensuring
gender equity in registration,
safeguarding personal data and privacy.

Indian scenario
In India, the Registrar-General and
Census Commissioner is responsible for
civil registration as well as the production
of vital statistics. The Ministry of Health
supports the civil registration system
providing incentives for registration,
manpower and logistics support under
the National Health Mission. There is no
fee for birth registration within the
prescribed period of 21 days, although
fees for birth certificates may vary
according to State/local body.

The Indian national CRVS coordination
mechanism was established in August
2015. while a national CRVS strategy and a

Planning ahead: The third Ministerial conference on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics for Asia and the Pacific was held in Bangkok, Thailand. x/@UNEScAP

Civil registration and vital statistics
systems help protect populations in
vulnerable situations, as birth and
marriage registration can serve as
safeguards against child marriage,
trafficking and modern slavery by
verifying age and identity

ARMIDA SALSIAH ALISJAHBANA
Under-Secretary-General, UN

need and importance of registration, low
priority accorded to the system of civil
registration by the States, lack of
coordination among the concerned
departments and low level of reporting by
registration units.

To tackle these issues, several
initiatives were launched. Among these
measures were developing a software
application for online and offline
registration of birth and death covering
the entire gamut of the civil registration
system: registration of events, generation
of certificates, and generation of statistical
tables and reports. In addition, a new
project on data digitisation is being
implemented, with the support of
UNICEF, to keep old records in easy to
retrieve digital form has started. This will
help in storage of registers in electronic
format and allow easy access to the
records.

Digital transformation

Ms. Alisjahbana earlier acknowledged
this, in response to a question from The
Hindu, that India with its strength and
leadership in digital transformation has
helped a lot with rolling out a CRVS
system that can be implemented digitally.
Tanja Sejersen, Statistician, ESCAP, who
spoke to presspersons, along with Ms.
Alishjahbana, said, the use of technology
has been super helpful in certain
countries in advancing the principle of
registration, but in other countries, could
be a stumbling block. There has been.

Minister of State, Ministry of Home
Affairs, said the country has embarked an
citizen-centric activities that will make
universal registration possible across the
country. The registration of births and
deaths is mandatory under the
Registration of Births and Deaths (RBD)
Act, 1969, and amendments to it, have
made possible digital registration of births
and deaths and the recognition of
electronic documents that can be stored
safely and securely in the Digilocker by
all, obviating the need for presenting hard
copies of documents.

In India, legal provisions now cover the
registration of adopted, orphaned,
abandoned, surrendered, and surrogate
children, along with children of single
parents or unmarried mothers. It has
been made mandatory for medical
institutions to provide cause of death
certificates to the Registrar. He added that
a new central CRVS portal had been
launched too. As a result of these
proactive policies, the registration of
births had increased from just over 86% at
the beginning of the CRVS decade to over
96% in India, he said.

Children participants at the Ministerial
conference made a strong pitch for
ensuring registration for all children
irrespective of the many variables that
may make it difficult for their parents to
register their births. “Bureaucracy
shouldn’t be the reason we remain
invisible,” they said.

As the conference wound to a
conclusion, the nations’ commitments
seemed solid. If commitments count,
then strident steps had already been
made towards achieving universal
registration in the Asia and Pacific region.
The words of Siromi Turaga, Minister for
Justice and Acting Attorney General, Fiji,
during his address at the Ministerial
event, must go home though, to every
nation: “The progress of the decade was
only possible because of shared
commitment in the region. As we look
ahead to 2030...together we can ensure
that everv person in our region is seen
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At Bangkok event, a commitment to count every birth and
death

dHTP PRIHH H, TS o 3R o DI 0T B B
ufddedn

Governments across Asia and the Pacific decide to ensure registration of all vital
events of the population by 2030; an estimated 14 million children in the region
still do not have their births registered by their first birthday and every year, an
approximate 6.9 million deaths go unrecorded

TREAT 3R URId &5 &1 IXHRI A 2030 96 TEC &1 Jt Aga@yul gersi 1
yesiteeur YAfaa 3 &1 fAofa fora 3; srgam @ f6 59 &= # ant oft 14 ffRRra=
T BT T 3% Ugd THIGH aP Usiipd el aidT 8 SR g% JqTel T 6.9 fAferaa
A famT deierur & 38 ol 2

Universal Birth and Death Registration by 2030
2030 T T4 o7 iR g

e« Governments across Asia and the Pacific, on Thursday, signed off on a
landmark decision to ensure that all births are registered and all deaths are
recorded by 2030, at the third Ministerial conference on Civil Registration
and Vital Statistics (CRVS) for Asia and the Pacific, in Bangkok, Thailand.

TRMAT 3R U= &85 Ft PRI - THAR $| Th TfaeTRie Hofa w gxaer
fpu, T 2030 7 T T BT UsHFRUT iR W T B RS g R
o T, I8 Fvfa Foie, usas & R amie tshiewor ok geayuf sies
HAT T # feram |

« This is expected to bring the vision of universal, inclusive and resilient CRVS
systems a step closer to reality.

9 ArdHIfre, gaTaRh 3R @<fiet CRVS R & T80 o aRafdsdl & Hile
I &I IS ]

« The United Nations defines civil registration and vital statistics as the
‘continuous, permanent, compulsory and universal recording of the
occurrence and characteristics of vital events of the population in accordance
with the law”.

& IR, ARG USHHRT 3R Hgeayul Sfids a8 Uichal ¢ forad
W%Wmaﬁaﬂw R, Sifrard o A e ReiiE
BT & IR B St g

o Vital events include births, deaths, marriages, divorces, besides causes of
death.

eyl geArsi & o, 4oy, faare, aa1e 3k Yo & FRU WA gid 8|
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The focus of the nations is on registering births and deaths as a fundamental
aspect of a person’s legal identity, and to grant access to a range of life-
cycle benefits/functions for any person in society.

SR BT & o 3R Yo & USRI IR §, Sl fohel! Hfad &1 BT Ugar &1
TP AU U8 5, 3R 9o # foreft +ff afeis ) St asp amiirerdsnat aa
Ugd o B HIE g

Birth registration grants individuals formal legal recognition, enabling access
to essential rights and services, including health services.

S USiIepRUT afad &1 SU=Te BTAT WIFdT U &Rl 8, s Wy
Jarsif Tied smawu® AfUPRI 3R Jaraii 9 Uga THT el 2

Death certificates serve as legal proof of death, supporting families in
inheritance, insurance and other administrative processes.

g WHIUT U, Heg BT ST THIU1 5Id &, Sl URART B STRITUBTR, FHT 3R
3= YR wiharsit & Tgrad Hd § |

CRVS Decade and Progress
CRVS &XI& 3R WIfa

In 2014, the UN ESCAP launched the “CRVS Decade” to ‘Get everyone in the
picture.’

2014 ¥, WgF Y B TREAT-UIT 1iE 3R MG TN (ESCAP) A
“CRVS R’ X (b AT, fOTIHT 3= UT: G ST Bl ddiR | AT’

The decadal progress was measured in a review publication launched last
week.

P B! WA & T JHIGT BT & =0 | 7191 747, S TS g SR foar
T YTl

In her preface to the publication, Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Under-
Secretary-General of the UN and Executive Secretary of ESCAP, wrote that
CRVS systems help protect populations in vulnerable situations.

S YT 1 fHPT H, AT WRTaTg Sefierar T, WY AP P 3Haw
HETHRIG 3R ESCAP @1 SRI®RI afua, = forar fs cRvs Ried saeiR
afRfRAfeal & Al &1 R | Hag HRa g

Birth and marriage registration can safeguard against child marriage,
trafficking and modern slavery by verifying age and identity.

o 3R faare uefte=ur, sau= o faare, axsst 8k Snyfae Sryar ¥ amyg 3R
g & Y o 9919 R ol 7 |

Legal Identity and SDGs
P! Uga 3R Tdd AT 984 (SDGs)
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o Acknowledging legal identity in good governance and justice is target 16.9 of
the SDGs.

BT UgTH &1 YR 3R =1 & T &1, SDGs &7 @& 16.9 B

o Birth registration has an intergenerational impact, empowering registered
mothers to secure legal identity and rights for their children, breaking cycles
of invisibility and exclusion.
W Gelteeor &1 Uidt oX Wil uuTa 8 §, S Ustigpd Arareii & 3u- =i &
oI ST Uga™ 3R SIfYPR JRI&d 3 T Tel 9911 8, 3R el iR
IfeehIuT & TP B! dIsdr g

e Speaking to presspersons, Ms. Alisjahbana said the ID card is the most
important part of everyone’s wallet and goes beyond a mere document.

gt ARSI = U9 ¥ 910 HRd §U Hel o Ugd UF (ID BT8) & Afad &
I¢U &1 a9 He@ YUl {3 € 9k I8 %ad U awdiaol -Tol 6|

e Accelerated actions by many countries have led to better registration rates,
resulting from collaborative work and regional learning.

F3 o0 B! oW PRIl ¥ Igar UeliHRur g 81RId 8% ¢, S gaNTdd
ATl 3R & ergvEl & dram &1 aRoms R |

Stgtistics and Achieyements

3fpg ST

e Over the past decade, the number of unregistered children under five in Asia-
Pacific dropped from 135 million in 2012 to 51 million, a reduction of over
60%.

U5d o=@ H, TRRT-URNT &3 ¥ 5 9d I $9 31g & (usiipd gl & Gel
2012 ¥ 135 fAferaT & gedr 51 ffera=1 81 715, W % 60% & 3iftres ot &t g

e 29 countries reported over 90% registration of births in a year, and 30
countries have achieved this for death registration.

29 SXN 7 TH a4 | 90% A 31 ST USihRur 3R 30 =M 7 Yo USHHIUT &
fore o8 Suafsr giia &1 81

« The quality of cause of death reporting has also significantly improved,
ESCAP acknowledged.

¥ & SRUN @t RO ot o & f ggayof gUR g3 8, I8 ESCAP gRI
bR T 7|

Challenges and Roadmap to 2030
gl 3R 2030 T Bt G

o Despite progress, 14 million children still do not have births registered by
their first birthday. ) . .
W & S1avig, 14 faferas s= snft off orueit ugelt anis a@ o= ueiigpd g
AP g
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Every year, about 6.9 million deaths go unrecorded in the region.

By, & T 1T 6.9 fiferast wd sifaurfora w5 it 5

Responding to a question, Ms. Alisjahbana said there is now a strong
momentum to accelerate operations and digitalisation, and member nations
have agreed to extend the programme to 2030.

UH 9ard & oia1d |, Gt ARSI = gl fo yas a9 o1 3R
feforesiiour &) 3 serar S @I 8, 3R o= <21 PRI H B 2030 9F e
R YgHd Had 1 g

The Declaration calls for inclusive and accessible service delivery, digital
transformation, strong legal foundations, and inter-operable data systems.

g T9oI JHTART SR oy A4t faazun, f&fored ufvads, aoga St smeR
3R geR-3ATRTd ST RRTH It 77 Hdl g

Governments committed to gender equity, safeguarding personal data and
privacy.

WEHRI A AFE TuTar, feaTa ST $t GRET 3R Mu-gar YA HA &1
by fora|

Indian Scenario

HRd $t fufa

In India, the Registrar-General and Census Commissioner is responsible for
civil registration and vital statistics.

& fore ReR

The Ministry of Health supports the system through incentives, manpower
and logistics under the National Health Mission.

WA {4, AP WA R & T84 UiedTe, S-Rifed ok wiforfiead &
HTeH A 9 YUl T JHYH Hdr g

There is no fee for birth registration within the prescribed period of 21 days,
though fees for certificates may vary by State/local body.

T Uslevur & forg ey 21 ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁ%wqﬁ% HNIED
WHIUT U1 & R[ob ST/ 1 & uR i 8 9 B

CRVS Developments and Digital Transformation in India

YRd A CRVS fawrT 3R fEforea ufvada

The Indian national CRVS coordination mechanism was established in
August 2015, while a national CRVS strategy and a comprehensive
assessment are still in progress.

HRAIg CRVS HH-Y T3 ! RITUAT 3T 2015 H &1 78 ff, Siafeh AP
CRVS 3R SIS Hegie 3 ufd )R
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In 2011, the Office of the Registrar-General identified challenges such as lack
of awareness regarding the need and importance of registration, low priority
accorded by the States, lack of coordination among concerned departments,
and low reporting by registration units.

2011 T, HRIHEUS BTATAT - USTHRUT B HTIRIDBT 3R T5d & aR §
SITRE® T D HHI, IsUl §RT $H YTYTHS T, Jeftd (U & da aa-ag o
FH, 3R Uofiarur sHreal gRT & fraifér ot gAifaat & uga o
To tackle these issues, several initiatives were launched.

S 9Ensft ¥ fAue & o %8 ugdl o Y3 3t TR |
Among these were developing a software application for online and offline
registration of birth and death, covering the entire gamut of the civil
registration system: registration of events, generation of certificates, and
generatlon of statistical tables and reports.

S0 o 3R g & ATTeTg SR ATHATST Goiidrvl & g Airedar
TRIHRA &1 faH M o, S TYuf AR UsieoT YurTelt &1 FHaR Bl &
%;-%&ﬁﬁ oI 0T, TETOT U=t ST FRHT0T iR Fifsaes 1 diferapTafl 3R faief o1

|

A new project on data digitisation is being implemented, with support from
UNICEF, to keep old records in easy-to-retrieve digital form.

3T RERred®<or IR T 7 GRAISHT, UNICEF % TgaiT & o] &) o el 2,
g@ﬁgﬂﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬁmaﬁuﬁwmwﬁw@mmw
|

This will help in storage of registers in electronic format and allow easy
access to records.

g IR Bl gATEI-d U § HUfgd B 3R Replsl a® M Ugd
G B3 | Tag S

Digital Transformation

fSforea ufvads

Ms. Alisjahbana, in response to a question, acknowledged that India’s strength
and leadership in digital transformation has helped a lot in rolling out a CRVS
system that can be implemented digitally.

TS U9 & IR H, Gt Srefi=roramr = WieR fdar i ura ot f$frea ufvadq
ﬁmﬁvﬁwﬁ%ﬁmwﬁm&qmwﬁaﬁcws%%

forarag- # 9gd Terd &1 g

Tanja Sejersen, Statistician at ESCAP, said that the use of technology has
been super helpful in some countries in advancing registration, though in others
it could be a stumbling block.

ESCAP &1 qifraifag arar Asre= - &gl fb $© <= H adb-11d BT STINT
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B
Since the launch of the CRVS decade, there has been a broader push for
linking digital transformation.

CRVS &R[® &I LB3Md & §Ic J fSfored ufiad &1 sigq &t fezn o s
T fhT U g

India’s representative at the Ministerial conference, Nityanand Rai, Minister of
State, Ministry of Home Affairs, said the country has launched citizen-centric
activities to make universal registration possible across the country.

HAl G § HRd & UiaH(Y, 7 #arery # e |l g I A we fb 4w
J Arie-Ffga rfafafRrat = o €, 91 R URd & Ardifie deiieor dyg
GRED

The Registration of Births and Deaths (RBD) Act, 1969 mandates the
registration of births and deaths, and amendments have enabled digital
registration and recognition of electronic documents that can be stored in
Digilocker, eliminating the need for hard copies.

o 3R g Usiterur fRIfaH, 1969 (RBD) S 3R §eg & Uoliaul &l
&ﬁaﬁm%,sﬁ?wwﬁ%mwﬁweh?sﬁaﬁﬁmmﬁwﬁaﬂ
HIRIAT 1 GHT §911 8, o8 fesiieios # Jufed far o Iedr 8§ 3R 818 it
P AMILGH AT JHI Bl STl g

Inclusive Legal Provisions

THTARN ST yTae=

In India, legal provisions now cover registration of adopted, orphaned,
abandoned, surrendered, and surrogate children, along with children of
single parents or unmarried mothers.

HRA H, S I # 3rd Mg fore e, 3y, Ot e, gafia, ok wRie
=1, 1Y g1 Uebd Arar-fuar ar sifqarfed Ararsit & = &1 Usiierur i g

It has been made mandatory for medical institutions to provide cause of
death certificates to the Registrar.

Riferear ST & fore srfvamd fasar T & i o g & RO & JHToT U
IRER DI UG PR
A new central CRVS portal has also been launched.

U 1 BT CRVS UIdd t i fhar T g |

As a result of these proactive policies, registration of births has increased from
just over 86% at the beginning of the CRVS decade to over 96% in India.

39 gichy Hifcdl & URUTHG®Y, HRd H 77 USIIeRUT 1 &I CRVS SRIP B
3T A 86% A TFH 96% I 31 g1 718 |
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Voices from the Ground

SHIA TR ST

« Children participants at the Ministerial conference strongly advocated for
registration for all children, regardless of the challenges their parents may
face.

T T § e s A 9t a3 &1 usitevor e #1 3F SiReR
gﬁﬂﬁ,aﬁmw—mﬁsﬂﬁmﬂﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁwmﬁqm
|

« They said, "Bureaucracy shouldn’t be the reason we remain invisible."

61 BEl, "HIATE 98 SR T @ AT b &1 Srexy 9 1"

Commitment and Regional Unity

ufdagar ik &=y uear

« As the conference concluded, the nations’ commitments appeared solid.

S & T ST gofT, RN P Afddgand Jeiegd Udid 85|
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. If commitments count, then strident steps have already been taken towards

The prevalence of zero-dose children
remains high among the poor

n the bright side, vaccine coverage glo-
0 bally, between 1980 and 2023, doubled

for six diseases including measles, polio
and tuberculosis. Also, at 75% globally, there has
been a sharp fall in the number of zero-dose chil-
dren - those who have not received the first dose
of the diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis (DTP)
vaccine — during the same time period. The num-
ber of zero-dose children is a crucial perfor-
mance marker and an indicator of vaccination
coverage inequities. Despite increased immunisa-
tion coverage over the decades, in 2023, at 1.44
million, India, according to The Lancet, still had
the second largest number of zero-dose children,
and is among the eight countries with over 50%
of the nearly 16 million zero-dose children global-
ly. Most of the zero-dose children globally are in
countries that are conflict-affected or with limit-
ed resources for vaccination programmes — India
has neither of the two problems. However, about
23 million babies were born in 2023 in India, the
highest in the world; in 2024, China, which has
the second highest number of newborns globally,
reported just 9.5 million newborns. Though the
number of zero-dose children is staggering,
when seen in the context of the number of new-
borns in 2023, the percentage of zero-dose chil-
dren in India is 6.2%. A study in 2021 found that
India had sharply reduced the percentage of ze-
ro-dose children, from 33.4% in 1992 to 10.1% in
2016. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, the num-
ber of zero-dose children was 1.4 million in 2019
but this swelled to 2.7 million in 2021 and then
dropped to 1.1 million in 2022 before increasing
to 1.44 million in 2023.

As in the 2021 study, a large percentage of ze-
ro-dose children are in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and
Gujarat. There is also a relatively high proportion
of them in Meghalaya, Nagaland, Mizoram and
Arunachal Pradesh. Over the years, the diffe-
rence in zero-dose children based on gender,
caste, and rural-urban status has reduced sub-
stantially. However, prevalence remains high
among the poor, mothers with low education,
Scheduled Tribes and Muslims. Focus is needed
to immunise children in hard-to-reach tribal
areas, urban slums where there is a huge migrant
population, and in reducing vaccine hesitancy
among Muslim households with newborn chil-
dren. India has much work to do to meet WHO’s
Immunization Agenda 2030 (IA2030) — halving
zero-dose children relative to 2019. With the
number of zero-dose children in 2023 (1.44 mil-
lion) only about nearly reaching the 2019 level of
1.4 million, India needs greater and sustained ef-
forts to halve this number in the next five vears.

achieving universal registration in the Asia and Pacific
region. ]

gl faasdre IR @l 8, df TRm 3R y=iia 87 o
AP UsHeRor T o3 ) fe= & =rad $eH ugd
& 33T S I ¢

o Siromi Turaga, Minister for Justice and Acting
Attorney General, Fiji, said: “The progress of the decade
was only possible because of shared commitment in the
region. As we look ahead to 2030... together we can
ensure that every person in our region is seen, heard
and counted.”

et & =g W=t SR Srfare® srefHf wva RRIH
TR A Fel: “S P B Wl had & B \TeAT Uladgen
% BRI GHT BT Jb! | OfF §H 2030 PT 3R WA §... 1 &H
ﬁwqﬁ@awm%%maﬁmamé@
SITE, FAT 9IY 3R e s

Vaccinating India

YRA H EDhTHvor

The prevalence of zero-dose children remains high
among the poor

TRYel # Y QRIS a1 a1 BT U=a 3o 91 §3iT 8

Global and Indian Progress on Zero-Dose Children

Y-GS Tl W AYS 3R HRAT WIfa

e On the bright side, vaccine coverage globally,
between 1980 and 2023, doubled for six diseases
including measles, polio and tuberculosis.

YHRIAD T T8 & b 1980 § 2023 & o9 AP
EABTHIV Favel & WERT, e 3R aufes uigd o8
Swfval & fore g g g3 3

« At 75% globally, there has been a sharp fall in the
number of zero-dose children — those who have not
received the first dose of the diphtheria, tetanus, and
pertussis (DTP) vaccine — during the same time period.

3afd §, e TR | 75% Pt &3 I Y-GS qdi
P G — forer FEuhifa, dew ok (DTP)
gwqﬁ%ﬁwﬁﬂﬁtﬁ%—ﬁaﬁﬁﬁm&ﬂé
|
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e The number of zero-dose children is a crucial performance marker and an
indicator of vaccination coverage inequities.
Y[AI-GRTEH Tl DI ST Th HE@ YUl USRI Hhdad 3R IHIHeul dwaee o
AT BT Hbad ¢

o Despite increased immunisation coverage over the decades, in 2023, at 1.44
million, India, according to The Lancet, still had the second largest number of
zero-dose children, and is among the eight countries with over 50% of the
nearly 16 million zero-dose children globally.
GD! B AHTHI0 Havs § gfex & F1avg, 2023 T, 1.44 fAferas & 91, g dde
& SUR, URd H 3@ 1} g} qad 981 T & XU-GRI® 9= 3 3R I8 37
3T < § e B el affye 16 Frferaet Yro-aRies =i 7 4 50% @ of¥re

o Most of the zero-dose children globally are in conflict-affected countries or
countries with limited resources for vaccination programmes — India has
neither of the two problems.

Ay TR R ARG -1 5= Fad yyifaa =i a1 Hifera dqre= ara
AT — wﬁﬁwaﬁs‘—lﬁﬁaﬁémqﬁ%

e About 23 million babies were born in India in 2023, the highest in the world; in
2024, China, with the second highest number of newborns globally, reported just
9.5 million newborns.

2023 T YRA § TTHT 2.3 BIg RIS &1 57 garn, o gi-rar & Jad siftres o,
2024 T, 4, S GO RIM R §, 7 Had 95 AT AT gof (U

e Though the number of zero-dose children is staggering, when seen in the context
of the number of newborns in 2023, the percentage of zero-dose children in
India is 6.2%.

ol B YGRS =l &1 =T APp™ arail g1, Afch o1d 39 2023 & Aol
Rrgre o Jo & de & g@1 oY, O YRd & 98 6.2% ¢

o A study in 2021 found that India had sharply reduced the percentage of zero-
dose children, from 33.4% in 1992 to 10.1% in 2016.

2021 & TP AT T U1 77 fob YR A YI-GRTD gl DT Ufa=rd 1992 |

33.4% 9 °TTHR 2016 H 10.1% DR {1 4TI

« Before the COVID-19 pandemic, the number of zero-dose children was 1.4
million in 2019, but this swelled to 2.7 million in 2021 and then dropped to 1.1
million in 2022, before increasing to 1.44 million in 2023.

Prs-19 Terar) A Uga, 2019 ¥ Y-GS gl 1 "©T 1.4 fafergsy o, o
2021 ¥ gg@v 2.7 fafermq 81 7, ﬁﬂzozzﬁ'am1 1 fafera 65, 3R 2023 §
iR Sev 1.44 RIRE @ TS|

State-wise and Social Disparities

ISIAR 3R ATHISS SRIATAATE
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As in the 2021 study, a large percentage of zero-dose children are in Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Gujarat.
2021 & I B 05, SR YT, fIgR, HGRTY, IR, A UG 3R
TSR § XI-GRIS gl &1 ufa=rd 3t |

There is also a relatively high proportion of them in Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Mizoram, and Arunachal Pradesh.

AUTeg, ARTd S, ey 3R srevmad wext 7 +t 3@ Ter geaeT® ©u 3
AP 5|

Over the years, the difference in zero-dose children based on gender, caste,
and rural-urban status has reduced substantially.

aut o, feq, sifa oiiv arftor-zedt fRAfT & SMuR R YI-3qR1e a= # ofav &
BB BT 315 5

However, prevalence remains high among the poor, mothers with low
education, Scheduled Tribes, and Muslims.

TP godi o1 G St oft arferes o+ g8 B

Focus is needed to immunise children in hard-to-reach tribal areas, urban
slums with huge migrant population, and in reducing vaccine hesitancy
among Muslim households with newborn children.

W STty &, Xedt g o Sl warit SeTd} Sfte 7, Sk gieaw
IRAR & IR Rrere 1 77 o7 | AT & 33 3 srazadar 2|

Immunization Agenda 2030 (IA2030)
HdTHI0T Eﬁ?ﬂ 2030 (1A2030)

India has much work to do to meet WHO’s Immunization Agenda 2030
(IA2030) — halving zero-dose children relative to 2019.

URA DI {4 TaTRA IS (WHO) & EhTaHRuT TSIST 2030 (1A2030) DI T
FRA o ToTT BTBT BRI HIAT TR — 2019 P ATUE Y-GS el Dt ST Bl
T HIAT G |
With the number of zero-dose children in 2023 (1.44 million) only about nearly
reaching the 2019 level of 1.4 million, India needs greater and sustained
efforts to halve this number in the next five years.

2023 ¥ Y-GS T B AT 1.44 AR gl T 2019 & &R 1.4
farferas W uge 2 B, 0/ § YR &1 3T Ui 9T § 37 T Y ST HIA F
e eif¥res Sk Tad vl &1 Saxgwdl ¢
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ited States of
I the rescission of its Framework for Al

Diffusion, a set of export controls for
Artificial Intelligence (AI) technology announced
earlier this year, has been viewed as a good thing.
The Framework was considered
counterproductive to Al technology development
and diplomatic relations. However, recent
developments suggest that controls on Al are
likely to persist, albeit in different forms.

A flawed blueprint

Earlier this year, during the final week of its
tenure, the Joe Biden administration announced
the Al Diffusion Framework. Combining export
controls and export licences for Al chips and
model weights, it effectively viewed Al like
nuclear weapons. Under the proposed
framework, countries such as China and Russia
were embargoed, trusted allies were favoured,
and others restricted in their access to advanced
Al technology. The rationale for these rules was

that computational power dictates Al capabilities:

the greater the compute, the better the Al In the
last decade, the compute used in advanced Al
models has nearly doubled every 10 months.
Following this logic, for the U.S. to preserve its
lead, it needed to prevent adversaries from
acquiring powerful compute while ensuring that
Al development stays within the U.S. and its close
allies.

‘While export controls on AT hardware
predated the framework, they were not
sweeping. The Framework aimed to tighten these
controls and establish a predictable system to
streamline regulatory processes and standardise
conditions. However, imposing such sweeping
restrictions, affecting adversaries and partners
alike, brought many unintended effects, proving
counterproductive.

The framework set a concerning precedent for
technology cooperation with the U.S., especially
for its allies. It signalled U.S. willingness to dictate
how other nations conducted their affairs,

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
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incentivising them to hedge against U.S. actions.
Consequently, U.S. allies had reasons to invest in
alternatives to the U.S. ecosystem, pursuing their
own strategic autonomy and technological
sovereignty.

Additionally, the framework would treat Al a
civilian technology with military applications, as
if it were a military technology with civilian uses.
Unlike nuclear technology, Al innovation is
inherently civilian in its origins and international
in scope. Confining the development
geographically within the U.S. could prove
counterproductive.

Finally, the system created an enduring
incentive for the global scientific ecosystem to
develop pathways to circumvent the need for
powerful compute to make powerful Al, thereby
undermining the very lever that the U.S. sought
to employ. China’s DeepSeek R1 exemplifies this.
Years of export controls spurred algorithmic and
architectural breakthroughs, enabling DeepSeek
to rival the best Al models from the U.S. with a
fraction of the compute. Such trends can make
export controls on Al chips an ineffective policy
instrument.

It is for these reasons that the Trump
administration revoked the Al Diffusion
Framework. This is welcome news for India,
which was not favourably placed under the
framework. However, the underlying U.S.
thinking and approach towards Al diffusion will
likely persist, manifesting in other forms. The Al
technology race is still on, and the U.S. intent to
restrict Chinese access to Al chips still endures.

The possible replacement

Notwithstanding the rescinded Framework, the
current U.S. administration has taken firm steps
toward further preventing Chinese access to Al
chips. For instance, in March 2025, the
administration expanded the scope of the
existing export controls and added several
companies to its entity list (blacklist). It has also
released several new guidelines to strengthen the

enforcement of these controls.

New provisions are reportedly under
consideration, such as on-chip features to
monitor and restrict the usage of Al chips. These
could include rules at the hardware level limiting
chip functionality or restricting certain use cases.
Recently, U.S. lawmakers introduced new
legislation mandating built-in location tracking
for Al chips to prevent their illicit diversion into
China, Russia and other countries of concern. In
effect, these measures seek to enforce the goals of
the Al diffusion framework technologically rather
than through trade restrictions.

The related concerns

Such measures are problematic in their own way.
New concerns related to ownership, privacy and
surveillance will proliferate. While malicious
actors might be sufficiently motivated to
circumvent these controls, legitimate and
beneficial use by others could be inadvertently
discouraged. Such developments undermine user
autonomy and lead to trust deficits. Just like the
old framework, this will lead to concerns about
losing strategic autonomy for any nation buying
Al chips. Yet again, both adversaries and allies
will feel compelled to hedge against their reliance
on the U.S. Al ecosystem and invest in
alternatives.

The rescission of the Al Diffusion Framework
represents a notable policy reversal. Yet, it
appears to be more a change in tactics than a
fundamental shift in the U.S. strategy to manage
Al proliferation. Should these
technologically-driven control measures gain
traction in U.S. policy discourse and be
implemented, they risk replicating the negative
consequences of the original Al Diffusion
Framework. Ultimately, should this path be
pursued, it would indicate that the crucial lessons
from the Framework and its eventual withdrawal
have not been fully assimilated, potentially
jeopardising the very U.S. leadership in Al it
ostensibly seeks to protect.

Fathoming America’s plan to manage Al proliferation

T3S TR Pl YTUd B34 @t SMRPT B A1 31 JHeT

The announcement by the United States of the rescission of its Framework for Al
Diffusion

TYad ¥4 ARSI gRT (U= Al SIS thaad & ara a4 @1 gryon

« The announcement by the United States of the rescission of its Framework for
Al Diffusion, a set of export controls for Artificial Intelligence (Al) technology
announced earlier this year, has been viewed as a good thing.
Tgad ITog ARG gR1 39 9 o1 Ywara H 9t v gfewsn (Al a&is &
forT ToIUIe Fetd & A Al FEWRIE Baad & 9UT 1 &1 9o &I T ISt
CIGRIEIRICIE]

e The Framework was considered counterproductive to Al technology
development and diplomatic relations. However, recent developments suggest
that controls on Al are likely to persist, albeit in different forms.
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4 THad BI Al TH-1d & [AHNT 3R Fetad dael & e g eRe T
gwﬁig, 8T P U4 T8 Yobd <l & fb Al UR Rra=1vr s 380, graifes
HA |

A flawed blueprint

TP

Srogut gierT

Earlier this year, during the final week of its tenure, the Joe Biden
administration announced the Al Diffusion Framework.

U TN DI B H, 304 HRAGIA & ifad wdre |, ot fas= y=ma-1 3 Al
fEwRIE s &t v 3|

Combining export controls and export licences for Al chips and model
weights, it effectively viewed Al like nuclear weapons.

Al e 3R Uied ded & iU TRIUIE deid 3R TaUIE argad &l ey,
39 UHTH Y ¥ URATY §IRART &1 e <1 1|

Under the proposed framework, countries such as China and Russia were
embargoed, trusted allies were favoured, and others restricted in their access
to advanced Al technology.

TIfad hHad & dgd, T 3R T S 3= W ufaey T Y, WRI¥HE
AR & aRIgdT < 718, 3R 3 1 3Ad Al dP-1P adb Ugd HHid i TR |

The rationale for these rules was that computational power dictates Al
capabilities: the greater the compute, the better the Al.

= 0wl &1 b T U1 fb SogeRAE TR Al eraraft &) Fufia &var 8 Ry
3{f¥eh b BRI, Id-T dgar Al BT

In the last decade, the compute used in advanced Al models has nearly
doubled every 10 months.

fU3d a3 &, 394 Al AIsd | SUGNT 11 aTAT HUIE T HT 8X 10 HeH o
&R B TR & |

Following this logic, for the U.S. to preserve its lead, it needed to prevent
adversaries from acquiring powerful compute while ensuring that Al
development stays within the U.S. and its close allies.

S do B UIa HRd gU, SARPT BI (Ul Sgd 918 38 o forg, faiferay o
QfFa=ITel de gTRIA B I AH-T AT 3R 1Y &) Al AT & 3Rt 3k ITF
P Gl db HfHa 3@ ol

While export controls on Al hardware predated the framework, they were not
sweeping.

Al TTIEAW R THUIE e thad 4 ugd ot 3, dfes 9 e =161 3|

The Framework aimed to tighten these controls and establish a predictable
system to streamline regulatory processes and standardise conditions.
ISP BT IeT 51 U0 ol BT BT 3R Fammes ufssarait ot

HRA TUT ! B ATTDIH DR o (01T Uh Yarad WOt RO HT 7|
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« However, imposing such sweeping restrictions, affecting adversaries and
partners alike, brought many unintended effects, proving counterproductive.

BT, T U Wiy I, S R SR weatfral Gt &) o e e
Y, B3 TR UHT TR 3T 3R Tg FTAPRS Hiferd gafl|

« The framework set a concerning precedent for technology cooperation with
the U.S., especially for its allies.

T8 ThHdsh AR & A1y dh-Ie! GgaiT & ot U fRiaeqe e srd
HAT g, WD IT6 Al & fam|

« It signalled U.S. willingness to dictate how other nations conducted their affairs,
incentivising them to hedge against U.S. actions.

ST U8 Tobd feur fob SR 30 <21 & prHeT & fAafd &3 & it GuR &,
S 3 3T Bt FRasl & faars ATaU a=d |

o Consequently, U.S. allies had reasons to invest in alternatives to the U.S.
ecosystem, pursuing their own strategic autonomy and technological
sovereignty.

, SR eI & UM SAR®! sPhIRReH & fawedl § Fag &
& BRI Y, qlfeb I 3O 0TS Taaam SR aPp-idt GUYT gIRid & b |

« Additionally, the framework would treat Al, a civilian technology with military

applications, as if it were a military technology with civilian uses.

% SMfaRad, I8 hHa® Al B, S T AT IR aTelt ANTRS aH-1P G,
A T A a1 & ¥ F AFTRS ITANN & [1Y HdT|

e Unlike nuclear technology, Al innovation is inherently civilian in its origins and
international in scope.

m@%ﬁuﬂa Al IR WIHIA® U J AR g 3R TSI SRR
|

« Confining the development geographically within the U.S. could prove
counterproductive.

%ﬁwﬁﬁﬁ%wﬁ%%ﬁm@ﬁﬁmmmaw
|

« Finally, the system created an enduring incentive for the global scientific
ecosystem to develop pathways to circumvent the need for powerful
compute to make powerful Al, thereby undermining the very lever that the U.S.
sought to employ

3 B, 39 yuret 3 A amfe uiRfRufae a3 & fow e @l tieres smm
it 3 i & TIC D1 AHTAID T P FTAUTH B & cRih [adbiad &Y, o
SARDT BT HIRE ﬁ T3 YUHITT R Bl 73|

o China’s DeepSeek R1 exemplifies this.
I &1 DeepSeek R1 3P 3alorUl %I

e Years of export controls spurred algorithmic and architectural breakthroughs,
enabling DeepSeek to rival the best Al models from the U.S. with a fraction of the
compute.
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aﬁ%mﬁémﬁwﬁﬁaﬁﬁ 3R STfhearRd WIfd &I Fgrar fa, %m@r
DeepSeek SARH! TN Al HrSE % GO Y - G@T, a8 Ht 1 HUE &
RIEH

e Such trends can make export controls on Al chips an ineffective policy
instrument.

T 3 Al fored IR TaRIUie Setd &l Ud SIHUTAL i SUSHRUT &1 9ahd 6|

It is for these reasons that the Trump administration revoked the Al Diffusion
Framework

34 RN $U U= A Al fEwge hHad $1 aruw o fran

o ltis for these reasons that the Trump administration revoked the Al Diffusion
Framework.
S HRUN T U U= A Al FERS aad &l a9 o o

e This is welcome news for India, which was not favourably placed under the
framework.
g URd & oI WRTd O @eR 8, Fifds URd &I 59 WA & dgd IHd
fRufar et foreft ot

« However, the underlying U.S. thinking and approach towards Al diffusion will
likely persist, manifesting in other forms.
gTdich, SAR®T Bt Al fSwgee & ufa Tg iR TR0 Tyaa: 9R 3@, 3R
gg 3= ¥4I H Jebe G|

« The Al technology race is still on, and the U.S. intent to restrict Chinese
access to Al chips still endures.

Al TF-1P @ g onft off I 8, TR R &1 99 & Al ey 9% uga &t
APpA &1 33T 3t BrEH B

The possible replacement
Hytfaa
« Notwithstanding the rescinded Framework, the current U.S. administration
has taken firm steps toward further preventing Chinese access to Al chips.
109 Y 1T ThHadh & ST, aaa SRSt U= A 919 & Al e a& ugg
DI B P T HoIgd HeH IS & |
« Forinstance, in March 2025, the administration expanded the scope of the
existing export controls and added several companies to its entity list
(blacklist).
3IaTeR0 & forg, At 2025 H, UMM 7 AiSEl TaUld Heied & MR &1 derT
3R g HUMHTl B 3o gfed fore (sawpfere) & znfya faa|
« It has also released several new guidelines to strengthen the enforcement of
these controls.
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%ﬂé{%ﬁﬁwﬁ%wﬁﬁwﬁww*mﬁ#mlﬁw
|

New provisions are reportedly under consideration, such as on-chip features to
monitor and restrict the usage of Al chips.

T3 WU IR faaR forar o <1 §, SN o oifF-fara wierd st Al ey & Suai
ot AR 3R yfoafia s 9|

These could include rules at the hardware level limiting chip functionality or
restricting certain use cases.

7Y BTe R &R WR W fraw nfare 81 9ovd @ ol U o) erdarear o) difed &%
1 $© ARy IUART ArHal & ufaefid &1l

Recently, U.S. lawmakers introduced new legislation mandating built-in
location tracking for Al chips to prevent their illicit diversion into China, Russia
and other countries of concern.

o &1 H, 3AfYet faumaeY A a1 &1 U= foran 3 S Al i & forg faee-ga
r—ﬁ%mqé%n&rﬁarcfw%mﬁm%ﬁq 9 3R 3= Riare® =i § sray
Y Y S ¥ BT S T |

In effect, these measures seek to enforce the goals of the Al diffusion framework
technologically rather than through trade restrictions.

gUTEa:, I U Al FSRISH ThHde & 35! & ATUR Ufdaell & T dadb-i1d!
Y I AR B DI DI Hd &

The related concerns

Y&t fiame

Such measures are problematic in their own way.

T IUT 3T TP I THEIRRA & |

New concerns related to ownership, privacy and surveillance will proliferate.
HiferepT=r g, frerdr oii fATRT @ afda =75 feiams s

While malicious actors might be sufficiently motivated to circumvent these
controls, legitimate and beneficial use by others could be inadvertently
discouraged.

Vg g dad 3 Faaui @l dig & forg IR 81 Iohd €, 98T G gRT Y 3R
ATHPRI START 3o H gdicfed &l gebdl g

Such developments undermine user autonomy and lead to trust deficits.

U 3™ SUANTHdat &Y WAl & HHR B & SR fayra $t wwt Uar Hrd
gl

Just like the old framework, this will lead to concerns about losing strategic
autonomy for any nation buying Al chips.
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R BHdS & a8, T8 fard! off <21 o fore vurifaes Tadsar @@= &1 RKidsf &
S 3 S Al o wied B

e Yet again, both adversaries and allies will feel compelled to hedge against
their reliance on the U.S. Al ecosystem and invest in alternatives.

e 9, A1 faRieht o Iganft srum 3 o 3T & Al SHIREH W)
e 3 TaM & oy AR 7oy w1 3R et o fFaw w3

e The rescission of the Al Diffusion Framework represents a notable policy
reversal.
Al FETRISH ThHadh $T a9 oFT Ue Hedqu! Hifd afded= g |

e Yet, it appears to be more a change in tactics than a fundamental shift in the
U.S. strategy to manage Al proliferation.

R 4R, g8 @I B fh T Al TR &1 FEfd - &t emifep! IuMiTa § U gayd
eaTd & oI US| gead 5|

o Should these technologically-driven control measures gain traction in U.S.
policy discourse and be implemented, they risk replicating the negative
consequences of the original Al Diffusion Framework.

afe 3 ae-t U F AR fFrior Surg smfiket Hifd Hare & =i s § 3R
AN A €, A1 d T Al [STRISH thAadh & THRIeH® TIRUITHI &I G161 Thd & |

« Ultimately, should this path be pursued, it would indicate that the crucial lessons
from the Framework and its eventual withdrawal have not been fully
assimilated, potentially jeopardising the very U.S. leadership in Al it ostensibly
seeks to protect.

3ida:, afe 39 IR W A 61 741 1 T8 Habd BRI b WHadh ¥ e Agayol
D 3R TP Hcld: AT O P GRI avg A Tl THS 7 8, o iRkt &t
I Al Aged P W1 81 Tehdl g o a8 T1e<t U I Werd HrA1 e g |
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Is voter registration being subject to fraud?

PARLEY I

eginning with the Maharashtra
Assembly elections last year,
Opposition parties have made many

in electoral rolls. The Leader of the Opposition,
Rahul Gandhi, and others have raised the matter
both inside and outside Parliament. The
Election Commission of India (ECI) has
maintained that it is impossible to tamper with
voter rolls. Two days ago, it issued instructions
for holding Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in Bihar for the Assembly
elections to ensure that the names of all eligible
citizens are included, the name of no ineligible
citizens are included, and to introduce complete
transparency in the process of addition or
deletion of electors in the electoral rolls. Is voter
registration being subject to fraud? Praveen
Chakravarty and Rangarajan R. discuss the
question in a conversation moderated by
Sreeparna Chakrabarty. Edited excerpts:

Mr. Chakravarty, let’s start with you. You
have studied and written on the Maharashtra
Assembly elections extensively. What are
your major concerns?

Praveen Chakravarty: The main issue that the
Congress and the Leader of the Opposition,
Rahul Gandhi, have raised about the 2024
Maharashtra Assembly elections is that there
was an abnormal, sudden, and almost
unexplainable increase in the number of
electors. It was a statistical outlier, an anomaly.
The Maharashtra Assembly elections were
held just six months after the Lok Sabha polls. A
group of people voted in Maharashtra for the
Lok Sabha elections. Six months later, while
there may be some more people voting during
the Assembly elections, you don’t expect the
number to rise in an alarming way. But that is
exactly what we found. There was an increase of
more than 40 lakh voters in just those months. It
is not the number 40 lakh in absolute terms that
is significant. In the previous five years, the total
number of new voters added in Maharashtra
was only 32 lakh. So is this new increase logical?
Under what conditions do new voters
register? When the ECI adds voters, 80-90% of
them are either those turning 18 or adults who
had not enroled before. Did lakhs and lakhs of
people in Maharashtra suddenly turn 18 or
decide to become new voters in just five months
while they were not to be found in the previous
five years? Who are these new voters? Where did
they come from? How did they enrol? What
documents were checked? Were they verified?

Rangarajan R.: As far as the electoral rolls are

Voters wait to cast (helr vote dunng the 2024 Maharashtra Assemhly elections,
in Akola. ANI

concerned, I agree that there may be some
issues. But to say that the entire voter
registration process could be fudged and could
be manipulated to a large extent is stretching it a
bit far. The Hindu data team published an article
about this sudden spurt after the Lok Sabha
elections and before the Assembly elections in
2024. They found that during 2004, there were
30 lakh new voters added in a period of five
months. In 2009, between April and October, 30
lakh voters were added. In 2014, between April
and October, 27 lakh voters were added.
Between April and November 2024, 40 lakh
voters were added.

One reason why there could have been a
sudden spurt is that the cut-off date for enroling,
which was earlier January 1 of every year, has
been made quarterly. So that could have played
a small and important role in the increase. | am
not claiming that the electoral rolls are
absolutely fine, but there are enough checks and
balances. As someone who has worked in the
civil services and has conducted elections, [ am
not for a minute saying that everything is
hunky-dory and no reforms are required. There
are a lot of reforms required. Aadhaar seeding
has probably helped in reducing issues in
databases such as PAN. There are valid concerns
about seeding the Aadhaar database into the
electoral rolls, but that is perhaps the way
forward to ensure that there are no duplicates.
Wrongful inclusions are not allowed, but the big
risk is that there can be wrongful exclusions.
And that is something which needs to be
addressed carefully.

The ECI has said that it is nearly impossible
to tamper with electoral rolls and has asked
why the Congress did not use the appeals
process when the final rolls were shared for
the Maharashtra Assembly polls. What is
your resp to that, Mr. CI ty?

To clean up the electoral rolls of wrongful
inclusions and exclusions and ensure utmost
correctness, a detailed physical exercise such
as the one planned by the ECI for Bi
required

R. RANGARAJAN

PC: | think there is a lot of conceptual
misunderstanding around this issue. I'm going
to speak as a data scientist. While Mr.
Rangarajan, quoting the The Hindu data team,
rightly pointed out some figures for 2004, 2009,
2014, and 2024, what he did not mention is the
context of the 40 lakh increase. All numbers
have a context. Trends and not levels are
important to understand big data.

In 2004, when 30 lakh voters were added in
the five months between the Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections, do you know how many
voters were added in the previous five years? 61
lakh voters, twice. In 2009, when 30 lakh voters
were added in the five months, 70 lakh voters
were added in the previous five years. In 2014,
when 27 lakh new voters were added in the five
months, 48 lakh voters were added in the
previous five years. So, the statistical anomaly
that I am pointing out here is not the 40 lakh. It
is the illogical and suspicious trend of more new
voters in five months than in five full years.

In Maharashtra, fertility levels have been
falling for the last two decades. This means that
the total number of newborns would have only
decreased every year. This also means that the
number of people turning 18 would have
decreased from 2004. The population may
increase, but the number of people turning 18
would have decreased. My simple point is that it
is humanly impossible for Maharashtra to
produce that many more people in five months
than in the previous five years.

Regarding your question about whether
Congress’s booth-level agents were sleeping...
Let us say there is a burglary in your home. You
go to the police station to file a complaint. What
if the police station turned to you and said, your
security guard was sleeping, 50 we can't do

1g? The ECl has a ¢
responslblllty to conduct free and fair elections
in this country. If all the responsibility is
outsourced to political parties, why have an
independent constitutional body? But I am not
denying here that the Congress’s organisation
should be much stronger than what it is.

RR: First, to give due credit to The Hindu, the
data team’s article does mention these increases
that Mr. Chakravarty talked about. However, |
agree that if there is indeed an anomaly, the

failure of a party’s organisational wing to check,
cross-check, and file appeals cannot absolve a
constitutional authority of their responsibility.

Mr. Chakravarty, you have been asking for
electoral rolls to be given in
machine-readable format for both the Lok
Sabha and Assembly polls. You have also
been demanding CCTV footage after 5 p.m.
claiming that there is a surge in voter turnout
after that. Could you explain these demands?

PC: We are asking for it to be in digital or
machine-readable format because they (ECI) can
give you these scanned images or papers and
ask you (the party) to go manage it.

Regarding your second point, we are saying —
and we have shown using the ECI's summary
data — that there is an abnormal surge. We also
know that there was some abnormal increase in
voting happened after 5 p.m. Now, is it or is it
not the responsibility of a constitutional body to
preserve the trust and confidence of the
institution by coming out and saying here is the
footage? Every time we raise a question, BJP
leaders are the ones responding. We never asked
the BJP to respond. We're only asking the ECL.

The ECI has said that beginning with the
Bihar Assembly elections later this year,
there will be a SIR of electoral rolls across the
country. What do you think about this?

PC: This is a tacit admission by the ECI that all is
not well with the electoral rolls. Also, is this the
right way to clean up the rolls? This is as good as
going back and saying we are almost rendering
the last 20 years of voter roll revisions defunct
and we're just going to start afresh.

RR: To clean up the electoral rolls of wrongful
inclusions and exclusions and ensure utmost
correctness, a detailed physical exercise such as
the one planned by the ECI for Bihar is required.
It can still be subject to allegations of
manipulation and bias in favour of the ruling
party. To overcome such accusations, it must be
done in a fair and transparent manner by giving
w1de puhllclly to the public at large. While it is

the legal ibility of the ECI,
all political parties are very important
stakeholders in this exercise, representing the
citizenry. They should own up and participate
in this exercise as much as possible to ensure a
robust electoral roll.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com

Is voter registration being subject to fraud?

T HAGTAT UeiPpRur & YTy 8 38t 22

Concerns over Electoral Roll Manipulation in Maharashtra
HERTY § Fdgrar gt # X ux fia

e Beginning with the Maharashtra Assembly elections last year, Opposition
parties have made many allegations regarding manipulations in electoral

rolls.
BELKL] ﬁ%rm%rr%ﬁa‘rﬁwaw fauelt ga = gagrar gl @

HERTY
B DI AR D3 R AT
e The Leader of the Opposition, Rahul Gandhi, and others have raised the
matter both inside and outside Parliament.

ﬁu&rgﬁmmrﬁeﬁ@?&m?ﬁﬁﬁwwﬁﬂa%&m&ﬁ?waﬁw
SoMT &
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The Election Commission of India (ECI) has maintained that it is impossible
to tamper with voter rolls.

YR gATd RINT (ECI) T Hg-1 ¢ [ Adgar Gt & Y 3S8TS BT
EHT 5|

Two days ago, it issued instructions for holding Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar for the Assembly elections to ensure that the
names of all eligible citizens are included, the name of no ineligible citizens
are included, and to introduce complete transparency in the process of
addition or deletion of electors in the electoral rolls.

&l & g, S A fagR ® faumaur gamal o forg waerar gt ot faRiv Teq
TARIEIUT (SIR) HRH BT FGR SIRT o difes I gHfed fovan 5 9 fos wft o
ARSI & -9 I 51, His W g aafaa e = g, 3R aagrarsi i
St a1 g @1 uferar § 8t yreRfar 81|

Concerns Raised by Praveen Chakravarty

LEIL

Thad] gRT IST8 T8 fRiard

The main issue that the Congress and Rahul Gandhi have raised about the

2024 Maharashtra Assembly elections is that there was an abnormal,

sudden, and almost unexplainable increase in the number of electors.

ST 3R g el A 2024 AFRTY fauraaHT gAmat & oy 7 o g7 el

B‘o’TCIT%%, I5 HAGIarsll t I H STHI, 3AMS 3R U Sefal- T
I

It was a statistical outlier, an anomaly.

g U ARSI 19 UdTG T, Uh SETHTAT |

The Maharashtra Assembly elections were held just six months after the Lok

Sabha polls.

HERTY fAUTaHT g1 dipaHT gA1d] & R 88 7 ag gu d|

A group of people voted in Maharashtra for the Lok Sabha elections. Six

months later, while there may be some more people voting during the Assembly

elections, you don’t expect the number to rise in an alarming way.

TERTY B et gATal & e il = Ader 11 o8 7 are, fauman
ATEl § 5 3R TN Ade &R Jobd 7, Afh ga-t df gig Bt SHIE el giatl

But that is exactly what we found. There was an increase of more than 40 lakh
voters in just those months.

%&ﬂﬁ&@%aﬁﬁw—mﬁnﬁﬁmmﬁmmﬁaﬁq@
|
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It is not the number 40 lakh in absolute terms that is significant. In the previous
five years, the total number of new voters added in Maharashtra was only 32
lakh.

TG 40 ARG B VWA F1 Hifed Hgw o o, Iich Jg a9 ¢ & fUsd ura auf
# gR1y # Rt 32 @Rg 1T wagrar Siis Y 3|

So is this new increase logical?

o 1 I8 TS gfe AhEId 67

Under what conditions do new voters register? When the ECI adds voters, 80-
90% of them are either those turning 18 or adults who had not enroled
before.

U Haerar fea uRfRufaal & yshiewur #v1d 82 519 ECl Aderdrsi &) Sigdr
2, @ 375 ¥ 80-90% T Tl 18 ¥ & B ¥R AT BN & 1 T TUD ol UG A UsHpd
eI gu A

Did lakhs and lakhs of people in Maharashtra suddenly turn 18 or decide to
become new voters in just five months while they were not to be found in the
previous five years?

1 HERTY § Al ANl 3 3rae 18 ¢ $t IH YR S ol I bad Ui HglA1 A
U Haerdr 9491 &1 fvfy o, Siefe 3 s ura auf # T8} few?

Who are these new voters? Where did they come from? How did they enrol?
What documents were checked? Were they verified?

J U HAGTdT P19 82 d el | 3?2 I $A USIHRU HAAT? HIF F ST
ST TTT? T 3D T UiehdT 372

Response by Rangarajan R.
TRIGH 3R, I

As far as the electoral rolls are concerned, | agree that there may be some
issues.

gl I AdeTdl Rl &1 91d €, § U1 § [ 390 8 AN 8 I&dl |
But to say that the entire voter registration process could be fudged and
manipulated to a large extent is stretching it a bit far.

AT I8 e o Y HaGTdT Yool Ufshar & 981 IRWR 51 I&dl ¢, I¢ $O

TG 81 He-T ohT |
The Hindu data team published an article about this sudden spurt after the Lok
Sabha elections and before the Assembly elections in 2024.

g 31 A9 3 AeauT TATEl & a1 SR 2024 F fAUFRIUT gA16) 3 U8A &8
IAT® i IR TP okd UHTIRId foha|

They found that during 2004, there were 30 lakh new voters added in a period
of five months.

I5i1 Ul fos 2004 H g HET & iR 30 Ra A€ HASMT SiS 7T 3|
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e 1In 2009, between April and October, 30 lakh voters were added.
2009 ¥, 30 | 3Fga” & d19 30 ARG AT Sils Y|

e In 2014, between April and October, 27 lakh voters were added.
2014 ¥, 30 A SFgaR & d19 27 TG HdGHEl Siks Y|

o Between April and November 2024, 40 lakh voters were added.
3 | A9ER 2024 & T 40 ARG HdASHHT SIS T

e One reason why there could have been a sudden spurt is that the cut-off date
for enroling, which was earlier January 1, has been made quarterly.
S AT® gfg BT Th HRUI T §1 ohdl ¢ [ ATHID Bl He-3i1h fafy, s
Tgd 1 Sas off, 3ra AuTfe R & TS ©

e So that could have played a small and important role in the increase.
3O 39 9fg T BieT Afh Ae@qul IR 8 Iobdl 8|

« | am not claiming that the electoral rolls are absolutely fine, but there are
enough checks and balances.

¥ 7 araT TET B Y67 % Waeran gt gt avg We 8, Al 3uw vai Wi
3R AT ¢ |

« As someone who has worked in the civil services and has conducted elections,
| am not for a minute saying that everything is hunky-dory and no reforms are
required.
T U1 AR forgm AnTfye Aarsil # o forar § 8k PIIE &, T gg 1)
aﬁwﬁﬁwwaﬁﬁ%eﬁvﬁéﬁquﬁgﬁ

e There are a lot of reforms required.
ST GURT B} ATaTqHT 2|

o Aadhaar seeding has probably helped in reducing issues in databases such
as PAN.
ATYR HiFET 7 FUTd: PAN I SeTad | JHTTSA B HH B3 | Heg B o

o There are valid concerns about seeding the Aadhaar database into the
electoral rolls, but that is perhaps the way forward to ensure that there are no
duplicates.
HdaGal GAl § STUR ST IS & adhx arrerd Ridig &, dfd e I8! U
3T BT IR § AT FRTPbe AT Bl AT o AP |

« Wrongful inclusions are not allowed, but the big risk is that there can be
wrongful exclusions.
TTad dite | ATH SiSHT SAf 81 8, Ui Tad 98T Wl I8 & & Tad
TP A A9 ged ST Ihd & |

o And that is something which needs to be addressed carefully.

3R g us U1 fawy 3 R Arauriyds deifia forar s @nfee
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ECI's Defence and Praveen Chakravarty's Response

qgd1d

3TANT BT 91 3R ydivr Tshadi o1 ufafeear

The ECI has said that it is nearly impossible to tamper with electoral rolls and
has asked why the Congress did not use the appeals process when the final
rolls were shared for the Maharashtra Assembly polis.

YATG TANT (ECI) 5 H8T ¢ b AdGal Jal & A1d DSOIS BT YT 3RHT
& 3R U1 & [ ARy Ayt gAmal o o sifad g2t ot 89 R i A
Srdter m D1 IUART [ g1 foba|

PC: | think there is a lot of conceptual misunderstanding around this issue.
wdtoT Tehadl: T3 AT § {6 39 e, &l Ao HTh! Agifad Y9 5l
I’'m going to speak as a data scientist.

# U ST a9f® & 0 § §1d B 381§

While Mr. Rangarajan, quoting the The Hindu data team, rightly pointed out
some figures for 2004, 2009, 2014, and 2024, what he did not mention is the
context of the 40 lakh increase.

Siafe ot YRTSH A fég ST &\ &1 garen ad 5T 2004, 2009, 2014 3R 2024 &
3P g Tl kI I Id1Y, I 40 ARG 1 gfeg & g &1 I a1 [
All numbers have a context. Trends and not levels are important to
understand big data.

ammwmﬁaﬁm%m%éaaﬁmﬁa?mwﬁmw#ﬁ
g, 1 5 Faa TR

In 2004, when 30 Iakh voters were added in the five months between the Lok
Sabha and Assembly elections, do you know how many voters were added in
the previous five years? 61 lakh voters, twice.

2004 § 519 AIGEHT 3R fAUTT0HT g1a1 & St 30 W wagrar oS g, @
319 S & for fUsa uter auf § fobas Aderar sits T8 37 61 @Rd, T GR[AT|

In 2009, when 30 lakh voters were added in five months, 70 lakh voters were
added in the previous five years. ]

2009 H, 519 UTd Al § 30 @RG AT SIS Y, o) s uTa auf A 70 9=a
Hderdr Sils ¢ Y|

In 2014, when 27 lakh new voters were added in five months, 48 lakh voters
were added in the previous five years. ]

2014 ¥, 99 U AgiH1 A 27 919 ¢ HdeTdT Siis ¢, 79 fUsd ute auf # 48
ARG HdGrdT il T 3|

So, the statistical anomaly that | am pointing out here is not the 40 lakh.

Sfore & fory WifSra I SRIATGT 1 3R IRIRT IR 81 §, I8 Had 40 ARG DI
@I TR B

It is the illogical and suspicious trend of more new voters in five months
than in five full years.
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I8 39 §1d &1 SraTfee MR wigry ygfr 8 fb uta wetal # 1Y wagransi $1
|1 U qul & 3 7 TS|

« In Maharashtra, fertility levels have been falling for the last two decades.
HERTY # fUod @ g 9 Yo+ & 4 fiRmae o1&l 8l

e This means that the total number of newborns would have only decreased
every year.
UPHT HAAd T8 § fob < AT ofFFH A+ aTal =i ®1 H&AT B gl g3 st

e This also means that the number of people turning 18 would have decreased
from 2004.

aﬁwwmw%ﬁ?zommsaﬁaﬁwﬁmwwaﬁmlﬁaﬁ
|

e The population may increase, but the number of people turning 18 would have
decreased.
SRS Ul B ¢, Wb 18 T4 Q¥ H- aTdl Bl |&AT ge amey |

e My simple point is that it is humanly impossible for Maharashtra to produce that
many more people in five months than in the previous five years.
Y e 919 © 1o 98 W U 9 SRiHE § [ TRty H frod uie aul #1 gar
® &ad Uld gei1 | 3 YD a7 FH 3Tl

« Regarding your question about whether Congress’s booth-level agents were
sleeping...
3T 3 FaTd & Tty & b 1 SR & gY TR & Tole A @ 3.

o Let us say there is a burglary in your home. You go to the police station to file
a complaint.

;ﬁ?ﬂﬁuﬁ?mmﬁaﬁ@?ﬁ% 319 gferd W= § Rievrd gof HRA Srd

I

« What if the police station turned to you and said, your security guard was
sleeping, so we can’t do anything?
3R e 30X dg b STUDHT YRET TS Al ¥8T YT, SHIU 80 TS ol B

?

« The ECI has a constitutional responsibility to conduct free and fair elections
in this country.
ECI &1 Ig JauT=e formiert ¢ i a8 <X & wad Sk freaer g-ma axm|

« If all the responsibility is outsourced to political parties, why have an
independent constitutional body?
3R AR ForERT Irerifae ael 1 81 &t 8, ol bR ¥ada Hautfe dwar &
SR 81 1 82

« But | am not denying here that the Congress’s organisation should be much
stronger than what it is.

At T I8 781 B8 8T & BT BT WIS I Horgd BT A1, 31 & |
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Demands for Electoral Roll Reforms and Transparency

Adeal JH GUR R R Riar t @i

RR: First, to give due credit to The Hindu, the data team’s article does mention
these increases that Mr. Chakravarty talked about.

IRSAR: YU UGS, 7 Bg ! I 91 1 A1, Se1 &1 & ad o oft Tehadf gr
T 7T & 3ffdhe] 1 Ieeid [ dT TT B |

However, | agree that if there is indeed an anomaly, the failure of a party’s
organisational wing to check, cross-check, and file appeals cannot absolve a
constitutional authority of their responsibility.

gTatifor, ¥ Terd § foh SR aRad H Pl fawwdr g, o fordi! urdf & Tre-raTs o
! fawmad HauTf—e IIT & Sua! R A Yad T8l &3 g&dl|

Mr. Chakravarty, you have been asking for electoral rolls to be given in
machine-readable format for both the Lok Sabha and Assembly polls.

ot Fepadl, 30 e R fFu=aYT g6l & fou a=ia-fSaa wive o
Hagrar gl & A R 3B 7

You have also been demanding CCTV footage after 5 p.m., claiming that there
is a surge in voter turnout after that.

3T T 5 T & q1g Bt WA Foot 1 i AT © T, Te ped gU P
3 dIG HdeM Ufa=d | AP gis ail o

Explanation of Demands by Praveen Chakravarty

UAIUT Tehacl GRT HIT BT TPIHI0T

PC: We are asking for it to be in digital or machine-readable format because
they (ECI) can give you these scanned images or papers and ask you (the
party) to go manage it.

Tehadl: g1 34 fefred a1 wriF-f3ea wite # i 38 € wifd 3 (ECI)
WhT B g3 3AS YT BT & 3d § 3R bR urdf 9 og 3 & o 0 el

Regarding your second point, we are saying — and we have shown using the
ECI’'s summary data — that there is an abnormal surge.

30 R fig & ey T, 81 H8 X8 & — 3R §F ECI & JIRIRM 3T &1 ST
TR fourn § — b 39 SR gfs ]

We also know that there was some abnormal increase in voting after 5 p.m.
g4 ug W g | f =W 5 99 & 91 AdeM A SR gfs g3 A

Now, is it or is it not the responsibility of a constitutional body to preserve the
trust and confidence of the institution by coming out and saying here is the
footage?

319, 1 I8 HAUTS TR &1 TR 781 § foh a8 TR R Iy ok wRin
TIE W 3R YA 3R Fg [ g8 I8} pew?

Every time we raise a question, BJP leaders are the ones responding. We never
asked the BJP to respond.
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%ﬁ'lﬂaﬂaﬁéwmﬁa‘rmﬁmﬁmmﬁ% 1 S} YIS I SaTe
HATT |

o We're only asking the ECI.

89 $ad ECI T € U® B 8

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of Electoral Rolls

TGl At BT fa= T8 gAL1&I0r (SIR)

« The ECI has said that beginning with the Bihar Assembly elections later this
year, there will be a SIR of electoral rolls across the country.

ECI < %81 ? [ 39 98 & oid ¥ fagR faemaHT gt 4 I gio? SRR &
HAaSAT G T SIR (LY 781 gadten) grm|

« PC: This is a tacit admission by the ECI that all is not well with the electoral
rolls.
UdIur Tehadl: I8 ECI B T A Wipfd ¢ & Adqrar gl # 99 9 Sie
TR B

e Also, is this the right way to clean up the rolls? This is as good as going back
and saying we are almost rendering the last 20 years of voter roll revisions
defunct and vye’re just going to start afresh. _
1 I el Bt ETE b1 Fel T 82 T8 Al W1 § O 89 $8 % g1 o foreed
20 U BT T TR SHRI 81 T1 € 3R 3 84 fibr I 3o &3

RR on the SIR Process
RR &1 SIR UfhaT R 3@

« To clean up the electoral rolls of wrongful inclusions and exclusions and
ensure utmost correctness, a detailed physical exercise such as the one
planned by the ECI for Bihar is required.

A GFRTEH! 3R Sraastl 3 Aderar Gt &1 9 w1 3R guf gdiear gHid
A & forg Ecl gRT fagrR A fAaifoma fawga vifas wftkar saxas B

« It can still be subject to allegations of manipulation and bias in favour of the
ruling party.

o T % TTet g & ual H 3RWR 3R Y&UTd & RIUT & 31efi= 1 Iha &

« To overcome such accusations, it must be done in a fair and transparent
manner by giving wide publicity to the public at large.

T SR & Fa & forg 33 fArorer 3R uRe=if afie & iR a1 § sa1us yaR
& 1Y fobar ST A1

« While it is undoubtedly the legal responsibility of the ECI, all political parties

are very important stakeholders in this exercise, representing the citizenry.

g MR<E ECI 3t ST orieRt &, dfd wfl Ieifas ga 39 ufsar o
At &1 ufaffRia $d ¢ Agayul fReR ¢ |
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e They should own up and participate in this exercise as much as possible to
ensure a robust electoral roll.

I 39 UlehaT H IuRGIUE dd fUBaH U | HNT AT I1feT difid Th
ToIgd HaGTaT gt GATd DI & b |

TOPICS COVERED
GS Paper lll: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS

1. Shukla becomes first Indian to enter the ISS

I STFTITH H YA HI gt Ugel U a9

2. Belousov assures Rajnath of timely delivery of S-400
systems to India

S A ISHIY B URd Bl TH-400 RRcT I W

ST B BT ATYTAA fea
3. Two weeks on, black box data of Al flight are being
analysed

3l IAWTE 91, Al IS & i died S o1 fazaryor fosar

ST TET R
4. Shubhanshu Shukla 634th astronaut to reach space

QIUTY [T Sidfeer H Ugdq aret 634d iafves ar=it
5. Kolhapuri chappal manufacturers cry foul over Prada’s
‘replica’ sandal

a1l T Frafarei 3 urer Y e Tud w®
ARTSR SidTg
6. What are the most commonly used cancer drugs?
T 3 STAHTA I\ dTeil HIUR I gdTd B A &2
7. MSME credit origination slid 7% in FY25 as lenders
stayed off micro loans: report

fa a9 2025 A THTAEHS HBUT SAfRI | 7% B FR1EE 38
FIfP BUIGTAT ATSHI A9 TR 94 ¥g: Ui
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Shukla becomes first
Indian to enter the ISS

IAF Group Captain is the pilot of the much-delayed mission and will spend two weeks on the

space station; he is one of the four astronauts designated to take part in Gaganyaan mission

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

roup Captain Shub-
Ghanshu Shukla of

the Indian Air
Force created history on
Thursday afternoon by be-
coming the first Indian to
enter the International
Space Station.

As the Dragon crew cap-
sule carrying Mr. Shukla
and three other astronauts
as part of Axiom Mission 4
(Ax-4) circled earth, he
greeted people back home
with a “Namaskar from
space”. The spacecraft
then docked with the ISS at
4.01 p.m. IST as it passed
over the north Atlantic
Ocean.

For Mr. Shukla, this is
the first step to a more am-
bitious mission as he is one
of the four astronauts de-
signated to take part in Ga-
ganyaan, India’s first hu-
man spaceflight mission.
The Indian Space Research
Organisation, which ex-

‘2* N

Mission update: Shubhanshu Shukla and his fellow astronauts
being welcomed aboard by the ISS crew. PTI

pects to conduct the first
crewed flight under this
mission no earlier than
2026, paid more than I500
crore for the Ax-4 mission
to include Mr. Shukla and
Prasanth Nair, another Ga-
ganyaan designate who
was part of the back-up
crew for the Ax-4 mission.
On Thursday’s flight,
Mr. Shukla was the mission
pilot. A live videolink from
NASA showed the space-
craft approaching the sta-

tion, with the docking se-
quence being completed at
4.15 p.m.

At the lift-off on Wed-
nesday evening from Flori-
da, Axiom Space — which
is orchestrating the mis-
sion — had said the capsule
would attempt docking in
about 28 hours.

“Shubhanshu stands at
the threshold entrance of
International Space Sta-
tion... as the world watches
with excitement and ex-

Shukla becomes first Indian to enter the ISS

[T ATFEACH T YART HI a1 Ugd URAT a4

IAF Group Captain is the pilot of the much-delayed mission and will spend two
weeks on the space station; he is one of the four astronauts designated to take
part in Gaganyaan mission

pectation,” Union Minister
of State for Space Jitendra
Singh wrote in a post on X.

The four astronauts
aboard will spend the next
two weeks at the ISS con-
ducting scientific experi-
ments, including eight
from ISRO, and helping
with the station’s upkeep.

The first delay was due
to adverse weather, fol-
lowed by technical issues
in the Falcon 9 rocket and
then on the ISS.

In the lead-up to the
Ax-4 mission, both Mr.
Shukla and Mr. Nair had re-
ceived advanced training
at NASA’s Johnson Space
Centre in Texas.

Along with the other Ga-
ganyaan designates Ajit
Krishnan and Angad Pra-
tap, they had previously re-
ceived training in Russia.
Training inputs from the
US. and Russia are
deemed valuable because
of their considerable hu-
man spaceflight
experience.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page46



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

wﬁuam@m%gq%ﬁ agmﬁf&mﬁwr%m%’eﬁ?aiaﬁ&r@mwa

%mmmmﬁﬁmaﬁa?mm&mmamﬁ&rmﬁu‘rﬁﬁw%l

Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla's Historic Space Mission

qq

ST YU IE DT efaeTiRre siafver e

Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla of the Indian Air Force created history on
Thursday afternoon by becoming the first Indian to enter the International
Space Station (ISS).

YR arRIRT & U HP U] T 7 TR GUe &I sfagr 3 faar sie
d JARIPIY 3de LA (1SS) H YA P aTdd Ugel YR o1

As the Dragon crew capsule carrying Mr. Shukla and three other astronauts as
part of Axiom Mission 4 (Ax-4) circled Earth, he greeted people back home with
a “Namaskar from space”.

STd Axiom Mission 4 (Ax-4) %1 37 P wgd, forad ot e ok dF 3=
3iqiel aEt &, geat &t URHHET R T[T AT, A9 Soi- eRall IR Al I “F0F |
AHIDOR” Dol

The spacecraft docked with the ISS at 4.01 p.m. IST as it passed over the
North Atlantic Ocean.

Sfaf¥ef I A ATH 4:01 T IST W ISS A 1P fhaT, Td I8 I Sfedifcd

TERINR & 3 Y R 5T YTl
For Mr. Shukla, this is the first step to a more ambitious mission, as he is one
of the four astronauts designated for Gaganyaan, India’s first human
spaceflight mission.
ot et & o I8 T Siftres Aecarwieh e @1 ugell $3t 8, Fifd 3 URd
g?ueﬁwai?rﬁ&rﬁm:r AT & foU Fafad 9rR siafve ol 4 9t

I
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), which expects to conduct
the first crewed flight under Gaganyaan no earlier than 2026, paid more than
Z500 crore for the Ax-4 mission to include Mr. Shukla and Prasanth Nair,
another Gaganyaan designate.

YR 3faier YT WIS (ISRO), S 2026 |V UH TRFAE P Ugal
HFagad IS Y= gl B, 7 Ax-4 = & oft 3 iR ts oFa WM
TG "T_AId ARIR ! A H & QT 2500 BRI A 3Hf¥d H1 Y foa|

Prasanth Nair was part of the back-up crew for the Ax-4 mission.

T ARR 39 Ax-4 =M 9t @3 3§ &1 ffwa 9

On Thursday'’s flight, Mr. Shukla was the mission pilot.

TR ®t 38T | oY Y fi= urree 9|

A live videolink from NASA showed the spacecraft approaching the station,
with docking completed at 4.15 p.m.
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3R ST =T 4:15 Tt T &1 TS|

At the lift-off on Wednesday evening from Florida, Axiom Space — which is
orchestrating the mission — had said the capsule would attempt docking in
about 28 hours.

FUAR XM FAIRST & &Y & T, Ax-4 FU=I Ta1ferd &% Y8t Axiom
Space 7 %81 YT o STHA TIHT 28 e H SIHT BT T BT

“Shubhanshu stands at the threshold entrance of International Space
Station... as the world watches with excitement and expectation,” Union
Mlnlster of State for Space Jitendra Singh wrote in a post on X.

AN WA & YA §R R T$ ¢... 99 Tl gfHar I«me
aﬁ%%r&&n 3 vt 2, ety T At (araRee) Rz g 7 X T O Ue

Mission Duration and Scientific Role

forerr Y arafy 3R Afve yfeT

The four astronauts aboard will spend the next two weeks at the ISS
conducting scientific experiments, including eight from ISRO, and helping with
the station’s upkeep.

ART e It AT g TwTg ISS W foard, Sigt 3 aqi=re vt e, foms
T 316 ISRO & BI11, 3R WM BT ¢@HTd § f 7gg H1|

Delays and Training Details

faeie 3R ufreror faazur

The first delay was due to adverse weather, followed by technical issues in
the Falcon 9 rocket and then on the ISS.

UGl fadq &1 RO YT WRIG HIH, SHS 16 BIedp 9 Idbe § adp-idt
I, 3R B 1SS A IHwTE s |

In the lead-up to the Ax-4 mission, both Mr. Shukla and Mr. Nair had received
advanced training at NASA’s Johnson Space Centre in Texas.

Ax-4 TR o dort & SR, off e oiT o AR B TR B NASA &
SAIE- T Hex | Iad UrRI&ror fiya o

Along with the other Gaganyaan designates Ajit Krishnan and Angad Pratap,
they had previously received training in Russia.
mwwﬁaﬁm&mm%wa, 35 Ugd I H
wfRr&ror ured fosa |

Training inputs from the U.S. and Russia are deemed valuable because of
their considerable human spaceflight experience.

AT 3R &4 & firam ufneror agved 91 911 § Rl 3% U AIFG
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Belousov assures Rajnath of timely
dellvery of S-400 systems to India

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh held a comprehen-
sive bilateral meeting with
Russian Defence Minister
Andrey Belousov in Qing-
dao, China, over coopera-
tion in defence and avia-
tion sectors between the
two countries.

In Thursday’s meeting,
a discussion was also held
over the timely delivery of
S-400 air-defence systems
to India, and the Russian
Minister assured his Indian
counterpart of the same,
sources said.

In Indian service, the
S-400 has been officially
named “Sudarshan Chak-
ra” after the mythological
weapon of Lord Krishna.
The S-400 has capability of
engaging targets at ranges

S arraEsar
N\ i o o — -
0 g ) W

Aninitial order of five S-400 air defence systems was placed and
three were delivered. The remaining two units are on track. AFp

of up to 400 km.

An initial order of five
S-400s was placed by India
and three have been deli-
vered. The remaining two
S-400 units are on track,
with deliveries expected to
be completed in the stipu-
lated time frame, sources
said. Of the remaining two
units, one is expected to be

delivered next year and the
final system in 2027.

Both sides agreed to a
bilateral cooperation in de-
fence and other sectors
such as aviation. A detailed
discussion was also held to
further strengthen the sup-
ply chain between the two
countries. They also
showed interest in ex-

change of technologies in
the aviation sector.

During Operation Sin-
door, the Russian-made
S-400 systems played a
critical role in intercepting
and neutralising missiles
and drones launched by
Pakistan.

India signed a $5.43 bil-
lion deal with Russia in
2018 for five squadrons of
the S-400 Triumf, which
can intercept fighter jets,
ballistic  missiles, and
drones, making it a vital
part of India’s arsenal.

Mr. Singh is in Qingdao
to attend the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Defence Ministers’
meeting on June 25-26.

On the sidelines of the
multilateral summit, he
will also hold bilateral talks
with his counterpart from
China.

Belousov assures Rajnath of timely delivery of S-400
systems to India

SdEIg A ISHETY BT UR D TH-400 RIeH 999 IR SUasy
HIH BT MY faar

India-Russia Defence Cooperation and S-400 Delivery Update
YR IT g 3R S-400 feehiadt suse

« Defence Minister Rajnath Singh held a comprehensive bilateral meeting with
Russian Defence Minister Andrey Belousov in Qingdao, China, over
cooperation in defence and aviation sectors between the two countries.
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& T IrerTY Rig A 919 & fivgret @ =t am w3 ofis deigda & 91y
&1 3R A= &=t d 95T R te A gl 9@ o1

In Thursday’s meeting, a discussion was also held over the timely delivery of
S$-400 air-defence systems to India, and the Russian Minister assured his
Indian counterpart of the same, sources said.

THAR I 3% § YRA B S-400 TR fEHH Rveq &1 0y R fediast = +f
4! g%, 3R T W A YRR GuS e B YR foa, T A samn

In Indian service, the S-400 has been officially named “Sudarshan Chakra”,
after the mythological weapon of Lord Krishna.

HRA B YT & SR S-400 FT MAGHTRG U J “Fo=I4 Teh” T far manr g, st
WA W & GRS 37 I IR

The S-400 has the capability of engaging targets at ranges of up to 400 km.
$-400 B! &HdT 400 fHaiier a5 & dedi Bl UeA DI g

An initial order of five $-400s was placed by India and three have been
delivered.

YR 7 $-400 B UTd gfel BT R4S s faar o, iomd ¥ i1 gfe uga &
f&eftar &t 51 g@t 3

The remaining two S-400 units are on track, with deliveries expected to be
completed in the stipulated time frame, sources said.

Y ¥ $-400 IS 7T IO T F fScfiar &t e, & & AR |

Of the remaining two units, one is expected to be delivered next year and the
final system in 2027.

Y g1 gfel H ¥ U SrTa 9y oiR sifaw gfae 2027 # fSefiar g9 &t WHE 71

Broader Cooperation and Technological Exchange

IUS JAZANT 3R MNRIH! BT SEH-USH

Both sides agreed to bilateral cooperation in defence and other sectors such
as aviation.

3 gelt A & iR fawm= 99 o=y &= # fguehy Teah R ggafa Sidrs |

A detailed discussion was also held to further strengthen the supply chain
between the two countries.

G G=1 & o g o B 3R Wolgd B R fawga ot g3 |

They also showed interest in exchange of technologies in the aviation sector.

I fur &7 d Mt & smeM-ueH § f of fears |

Operational Role of $-400 and Historical Deal

$-400 B TATATAD YfApT 3R AfeTiIes Har

During Operation Sindoor, the Russian-made S-400 systems played a critical
role in intercepting and neutralising missiles and drones launched by
Pakistan.
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« India signed a $5.43 billion deal with Russia in 2018 for five squadrons of the
S$-400 Triumf, which can intercept fighter jets, ballistic missiles, and drones,

making it a vital part of India’s arsenal.

YR - 2018 H 9 & 1Y $5.43 fAfera= &1 aaghar f&ar 41 s-400 v Ft
U Wpigl & o, S asTe fauri, aftfees farsal sik g9l &) gexay o~
ol 7, AR W HRA & &1 HSR $T TP Hgedyul 8T §1a1 5|

SCO Summit and Other Engagements
SCO T 3R 3 d6P

« Mr. Singh is in Qingdao to attend the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Defence Ministers’ meeting on June 25-26.

oft Rig feivrersit & 25-26 S &1 B arci UTg ASINT TS (SCO) T&T HiFal
P 96 § HFT o1 & fo gl
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« On the sidelines of the multilateral summit, he will also hold bilateral talks
with his counterpart from China.

Tgueiy RRaR Irieq & 3ar, 3 99 & 3 quFe & 1y fguehy araf «ft

|

Two weeks on, black box data
of Al flight are being analysed

Black boxes were brought from Ahmedabad to Delhi and data extraction from both sets has been

completed says Mmlstry probe team distinct from a first responder team yet to be appointed

| griti Chandr
NEW DELHI

he two black boxes
T from Air India
flight 171, involved

in a tragic crash earlier this
month, were transported
from Ahmedabad to the
New Delhi headquarters of
the air accidents investigat-
ing agency, 12 days after
the first one was retrieved
and nine days after the re-
covery of the second.

Data extraction from
both black boxes has been
completed, and its analysis
is under way, the Civil Avia-
tion Ministry said in a state-
ment on Thursday.

However, more than
two weeks since the crash,
the Aircraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau (AAIB) is
yet to constitute an investi-
gation team, distinct from
its “GO Team” or a first res-
ponder team, formed on
the day of the crash on
June 12 led by its Director-
General (DG), Group Cap-
tain GV.G. Yugandhar.

“The black boxes were
brought from Ahmedabad
to Delhi by an IAF aircraft

Deep dive: The Boeing 787-8 aircraft involved in the crash on June
12 has two black boxes. VIJAY SONEJI

with full security on June
24, 2025,” the press state-
ment said.

The data extraction pro-
cess started in the evening
of June 24 by a team led by
the D-G, AAIB with techni-
cal members from the
AAIB and the top air crash
probe agency of the U.S.,
National Transport Safety
Board (NTSB). After the ex-
traction comes analysis of
data.

“The analysis of CVR
[cockpit voice recorder]
and FDR [flight data recor-
der] data is under way,”

the statement said.

The statement added
that the Crash Protection
Module (CPM) from the
front black box was safely
retrieved, and on June 25,
2025, the memory module
was successfully accessed
and its data downloaded at
the AAIB lab. Experts in-
ferred that this would
mean that the black box
data was not damaged in
the crash.

Following questions on
why the AAIB had not is-
sued a public order an-
nouncing the composition

of a probe panel and the
specialisation of each of
the members even as it
maintained that the probe
started on the day of the
crash, the Ministry state-
ment said a “multidisci-
plinary team” was consti-
tuted on June 13.

The team is led by the
D-G, AAIB, and includes an
aviation medicine special-
ist, an ATC officer, and re-
presentatives from the
NTSB. The same team was
earlier described as a GO
Team.

Former investigators as-
sociated with the AAIB said
a GO Team secures initial
evidence, but a separate
team is formed for investi-
gation to which all the evi-
dence are handed over.

“As the head of a statu-
tory body formed by an
Act of Parliament that is at-
tached to the Ministry of
Civil Aviation, the D-G can’t
conduct the probe but can
order one. Infact, he is not
even supposed to know
what is unfolding in the
probe,” a former investiga-
tor said, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity.

Two weeks on, black box data of Al flight are being analysed
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Black boxes were brought from Ahmedabad to Delhi and data extraction from
both sets has been completed, says Ministry; probe team distinct from alirst
responder team yet to be appointed

HATA A 5T & AP 9o SrgHeIaTe | feed a1 Y § 3R g1 def & et
mwmwﬁwé TRy ufaferar S @ e wiig dv ot Hyfe st

Air India Flight 171 Crash Investigation
TR $13U1 wIrge 171 gHedT 31 |ig

The two black boxes from Air India flight 171, involved in a tragic crash
earlier this month, were transported from Ahmedabad to the New Delhi
headquarters of the air accidents investigating agency, 12 days after the first
one was retrieved and nine days after the recovery of the second.

TR §1$91 WATge 171, Sl 59 HEI B BT H TP g@q gaeT H Qmiae o,
mﬁﬁmﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬂéﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁmgﬁmmm%
q=ITay 1 7T, o ¥ ugen sl 12 faF ugd ok gERT 9 fF ugd e
foba T |
Data extraction from both black boxes has been completed, and its analysis is
under way, the Civil Aviation Ministry said in a statement on Thursday.

SH A J19T o SeT THRICaRM &1 Uishal T 81 gt 8, 3R SuaT fazawur
T T8T 8, ANIRG 35U WA - TFAR & Uh 991 | gl

However, more than two weeks since the crash, the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) is yet to constitute an investigation team,
distinct from its “GO Team” or first responder team, formed on the day of the
crash on June 12 led by its Director-General (DG), Group Captain G.V.G.
Yugandhar.

BTdifeh, gHeTT & &l W & 3P JHg §id I & a1¢ R, faum gefesn =i

T (AAIB) A a{lﬁwwamﬁrﬁaﬁw%ﬁﬂﬁm% St for gheT o fee
YTHT 12 A BT I 7T “GO Team” ¥ MBI, DT g eSS YU
%ﬁﬁﬂ.ﬁ.ﬁﬂ. TR R RW |

“The black boxes were brought from Ahmedabad to Delhi by an IAF aircraft with
full security on June 24, 2025,” the press statement said.

O faifer ® Sal T, “sie STaT I 24 S 2025 H1 YUF JR&T & TIY YR
1Y T & AU gRT srgweraTe | faeett o

The data extraction process started in the evening of June 24 by a team led
by the D-G, AAIB with technical members from AAIB and the U.S. National
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Transport Safety Board (NTSB).
24 S[F 3 W $I AAIB & S1-6ft & A &, o AAIB 3R kT Ft

qf¥agT YR&T TS (NTSB) & a1 vew A ¥, gRT el fAwTad &t
I B TR

After the extraction comes analysis of data.
ST ApTeR & 91 3ITa1 faxayur faar Srdr 21

“The analysis of CVR [cockpit voice recorder] and FDR [flight data recorder]
data is under way,” the statement said.

I § g1 741, “CVR [PIPpiue aray Rdpisv] 3k FDR [GTge ST Rbis]
STl Pl faxauur g @I 8 1"

The statement added that the Crash Protection Module (CPM) from the front
black box was safely retrieved, and on June 25, 2025, the memory module
was successfully accessed and its data downloaded at the AAIB lab.

¥ ¥ g8 i g1 1 & he <Ae a1a9 | $H1 WeaR{ Hisgd (CPM) &1
TRigra ®u A e man, 3R 25 91 2025 B AART Hisyd B
TR a1 7T 3R 3T ST AAIB a9 § SI39als fosar |

Experts inferred that this would mean that the black box data was not
damaged in the crash.

faRIvR 7 g5 e aTa & sHe@T Haad ¢ fo i aied 3T Sel gde-T d
&fforoR Tgl gam|

Concerns Over Investigation Panel

i 09 ) AP fiamg

Following questions on why the AAIB had not issued a public order
announcing the composition of a probe panel and the specialisation of each
of the members, the Ministry said a “multidisciplinary team” was
constituted on June 13.

Ig AT 3o & 916 [ AAIB 7 3ift I S U9e P TR iR Ul® Je
31 fa=tugrar &1 Jrde=re grvon |/ g @t TAd B [h 13 7 I T
“Hee TSR ¢ ST o+ farar T T

The team is led by the D-G, AAIB, and includes an aviation medicine
specialist, an ATC officer, and representatives from the NTSB.

3 ¢ &1 A AAIB & S1-5it IR 3% &, oo Tap faama+ Riferear faxivg, oo
T aiftreprst, 3k NTSB & ufafafy wfie g

The same team was earlier described as a GO Team.

Hﬁﬂ'ﬂ%ﬁ“GO Team”%'{?qﬁaﬁhﬁﬂg%ﬁl

Former investigators associated with the AAIB said a GO Team secures initial
evidence, but a separate team is formed for investigation, to which all the
evidence are handed over.
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AAIB T 93 Td Saddiaii A %81 b Th GO Team WRIUS W18 THT Hel &,
Afp Sie & fore v 3rert HiW g1 ret 8, 52 |eft Trey i ora &
o “As the head of a statutory body formed by an Act of Parliament that is

attached to the Ministry of Civil Aviation, the D-G can’t conduct the probe but
can order one.

“ARTR® IFI HATAT J o 996 & SHfuf~aw gr1 1fed ve denfae e
b UG & =0 H, S-S0 S T8 $Y AP q, Al S BT M S TP B
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former investigator said, speaking on condition of anonymity.
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Shubhanshu Shukla 634th
astronaut to reach space

This is a phase of India’s space journey, says Shukla; I am carrying the tiranga and | am very

confident that the next 14 days are going to be amazing, advancing science and research, he adds

frem=ssesscscmscmssmee=—a-
'

1GS Paper Ill: S&T

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

ndia’s  Shubhanshu
l Shukla became the

634th astronaut to tra-
vel to space as he entered
the International Space
Station on Thursday after a
28-hour journey.

Mr. Shukla and three
other astronauts were for-
mally welcomed on the
space station by the mem-
bers of Expedition 73 with
warm hugs and hand-
shakes.

Axiom mission com-
mander Peggy Whitson
handed out astronaut pins
to Mr. Shukla, Polish astro-
naut Slawosz Uznanski-
Wisniewski and Hungarian
Tibor Kapu, who marked
their maiden voyage to
space.

“Iam astronaut 634. It is
a privilege to be here,” Mr.
Shukla said in brief re-
marks at the formal wel-
come ceremony in the
space station. “With your
love and blessings, I have
reached the International
Space Station. It looks easy
to stand here, but my head
is a little heavy, facing
some difficulty; but these
are minor issues,” he said.

“We will get used to it.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Warm welcome: Axiom mission commander Peggy Whitson handing out astronaut pins to Shubhanshu

N

Shukla, Polish astronaut Slawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski and Hungarian Tibor Kapu. @AXIOM_SPACE X

This is the first step of this
journey,” he added.

Mr. Shukla said over the
next 14 days, he and the
other astronauts will con-
duct scientific experiments
and interact with the peo-
ple on earth. “This is also a
phase of India’s space jour-
ney. I will keep talking to
you. Let us make this jour-
ney exciting. I am carrying
the tiranga and I am carry-
ing all of you with me. The
next 14 days will be excit-
ing,” he said.

The astronaut said the
ride to the space station

was wonderful and great
and he was overwhelmed
by the welcome he re-
ceived from the crew of the
orbital laboratory. “The
minute I entered the Inter-
national Space Station and
met this crew, you just
made me feel so welcome,
as if you literally opened
your doors, like your
house doors, for us,” he
said.

“That is true. It was fan-
tastic. I just feel even better
now. Whatever expecta-
tions I had of coming here
were surpassed by the

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

view, of course, that is a big
part of it, but also by you
guys,” Mr. Shukla said.

“So thank you so much.
I think this is fantastic, this
is wonderful and I am very
confident that the next 14
days are going to be amaz-
ing, advancing science and
research, and working to-
gether,” he added.

In Shukla’s hometown
in Lucknow, his parents
and relatives, teachers,
friends, scores of students
and onlookers greeted the
successful docking with a
standing ovation.
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Shubhanshu Shukla 634th astronaut to reach space
YT [T Sicf¥es § gga= dret 6344 Siafvar ar
This is a phase of India’s space journey, says Shukla; | am carrying the tiranga

and | am very confident that the next 14 days are going to be amazing, advancing
science and research, he adds

Y[FAT $Ed §, T8 HIRA DI (A&l ITAT BT TP TR0 §; A fam a9 ve1 § ok g3t
X1 fayra 3 f5 el 14 37 srgya &1, fagm SR ST 3t 3Rt Fered |

India’s Shuphanshu Shukla Begomes 634th Astronaut
YR & YUY I[FAT a4 6344 3iaiver areht

India’s Shubhanshu Shukla became the 634th astronaut to travel to space as
he entered the International Space Station on Thursday after a 28-hour
journey.

YR & YUY a1 6344 3iafver aeit 9 S5 siafve Ht amn &Y, 59 d
AR P 28 U< B UTAT P d1E AP SRS W H <1Rad g

Mr. Shukla and three other astronauts were formally welcomed on the space
station by the members of Expedition 73 with warm hugs and handshakes.

ot graaT SR 19 3= Siaf¥er afa &1 Su=nive R TaufsR= 73 &
e gRT TGl | Td e ofR g1y framsr fovar man

Axiom mission commander Peggy Whitson handed out astronaut pins to Mr.
Shukla, Polish astronaut Slawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski and Hungarian
Tibor Kapu, who marked their maiden voyage to spa

RT3y firmme saisy ¥t fRew= 3 f e, uﬁ%%wﬁwm
fafauat iR ¥ & faaik ®1g &1, S ugedl TR Siafver amsm #R I3 9, sidfver
gt fue de foul

‘I am astronaut 634. It is a privilege to be here,” Mr. Shukla said in brief remarks
at the formal welcome ceremony in the space station.

o} graaT A 3iafker WA H UG WD THARIE H Fal, “H 63441 3fafver arh
g1 781 B T WHRG B

“With your love and blessings, | have reached the International Space Station.
It looks easy to stand here, but my head is a little heavy, facing some difficulty;
but these are minor issues,” he said.

311 Pel, “3MPb Wﬁ?ﬂﬁfﬂﬁﬁéﬁ?ﬂ%ﬂﬂﬂﬁ&f%%q@mgl
T8t GST BT ST AT &, AifehT TR1 RR U181 HRY HeqH 81 381 &, $© PR
T WA B R

“We will get used to it. This is the first step of this journey,” he added.

“SH 3TP! 3ATed ST AT | T8 3T I T Ugell HeH 8,” 351 oieT|
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Mr. Shukla said over the next 14 days, he and the other astronauts will conduct
scientific experiments and interact with the people on earth.

ot et A HET fob SFTal 14 a1 T 9 SR 3=y Sidfer Tt A W &3 8k
YRt IR AN A TG |

“This is also a phase of India’s space journey. | will keep talking to you. Let us
make this journey exciting. | am carrying the tiranga and | am carrying all of you
with me. The next 14 days will be exciting,” he said.

“Tg HIRA DI SfAes TTAT &1 17 TH aRUT g | T MO §1d ol g | 3 I &
RHE® S 5 | H fakem da 9 3871 § SR oy weft &bt Sra= |1y AR 9 @l
g1 3T 14 3 Juias giv,” 3=/ Fell

The astronaut said the ride to the space station was wonderful and great and
he was overwhelmed by the welcome he received from the crew of the orbital
laboratory.

SaRes aEt A FeT o Siaive WM Y I AFER 3R srgyd 2 SR sfifdea
A9l & F GRT a1 T WRTd 3 HIafa iR R T4

“The minute | entered the International Space Station and met this crew, you just
made me feel so welcome, as if you literally opened your doors, like your house
doors, for us,” he said.

IEF FE, o & F SfeRTia srafver R § e gar o 39 A 9 fire
3T g3 THT WNTd W g™ $R1AT, S 30 Taqd 30 ¥R & gdrel g9 foe
@ ra fag)

“That is true. It was fantastic. | just feel even better now. Whatever expectations

| had of coming here were surpassed by the view, of course, that is a big part of
it, but also by you guys,” Mr. Shukla said.

St T 3 e, U W 2| T8 RMFER 41 37 F 3R ot 311 e o e |

gl 3 Bt O o off IwfE o éw%m@vwmﬂ%wﬁme‘mﬁr’

“So thank you so much. I think this is fantastic, this is wonderful and | am very
confident that the next 14 days are going to be amazing, advancing science
and research, and working together,” he added.

- Sgd-9gd 4IdTE | U8 THER 2, Tg SGYd § 3R Jol [T faywT & I ormel 14
R Jeai= ), & fircas g ok ST 3 3t Fena, 3R |y
frae: w1 H3, I7H el

Celebratigns in Lucknow
TS A 5y

In Shukla’s hometown in Lucknow, his parents and relatives, teachers,
friends, scores of students and onlookers greeted the successful docking
with a standing ovation.

TS, R FaretT & 76 TR A I Arar-fiar 3iv Rzder), Rigret, fmE,
ﬁwmﬁ?mﬁmsﬁnmﬁwm%mumml
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Kolhapuri chappal manufacturers
cry foul over Prada’s replica’ sandal

Vina aDesh ande Pandit
MUMBAI

Kolhapuri chappal manu-
facturers have taken strong
exception to Italian luxury
fashion brand Prada’s re-
cently showcased Men’s
Spring/Summer 2026 col-
lection, alleging that the
featured sandals bear a
striking resemblance to the
traditional Kolhapuri chap-
pals, a product granted Ge-
ographical Indication (GI)
status by the Government
of India.

A delegation of Kolha-
puri chappal manufactur-
ers met Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadna-
vis on Thursday to register
their protest. Meanwhile,
BJP Rajya Sabha member
Dhananjay Mahadik said
that they are in the process
of filing a public interest li-
tigation petition in the
Bombay High  Court
against Prada.

“A team of lawyers is al-

Timeless craft: Kolhapuri chappals, made by over 20,000 artisans
in Kolhapur, have been given the Centre’s Gl tag. VIJAYKUMAR PATIL

ready working on it. This is
to protect the rights of our
people, to safeguard their
livelihoods. I will also meet
Union Minister Piyush
Goyal in this regard,” Mr.
Mahadik told The Hindu.

Prada has come under
criticism for allegedly fail-
ing to acknowledge Kolha-
pur’s artisans as the source
of inspiration for the san-
dal design.

Nationalist ~ Congress
Party (Sharadchandra Pa-

war) MLA Rohit Pawar, in a
post on X, said, “Prada’s
new sandal, priced approx-
imately at 31 lakh, mimics
Maharashtra’s Gl-tagged
#KolhapuriChappal with-
out crediting Kolhapur’s
artisans. This isn’t just co-
pying — it’s cultural theft! If
Prada won’t respect our
heritage by branding it
right, the Maharashtra go-
vernment must act against
such #ChappalChor”.

Mr. Mahadik also wrote

to the Chief Minister seek-
ing urgent intervention to

“protect the cultural herit-

age of Maharashtra.”

In Kolhapur, the District
Footwear Association con-
vened a meeting on Thurs-
day condemning Prada’s
alleged appropriation of
the design. “We will also
file a criminal writ petition
against Prada for this,”
Bhupal Shete, a member of
the association, told The
Hindu. He said over 250
manufacturers and shop-
keepers participated.

“There are 20,000 arti-
sans here in Kolhapur who
make these chappals. All of
us manufacturers have
come together to condemn
Prada. We will also send a
memorandum to the Sant
Rohidas Charmodyog Vi-
kas Mahamandal to take
action in this matter. We
are now going to approach
the District Collector, the
State government, and the
Centre,” Mr. Shete said.

Kolhapuri chappal manufacturers cry foul over Prada’s
‘replica’ sandal

ﬁﬁﬁmﬁwmﬁ%waﬁ'm'wwwwﬁ

Kolhapuri Chappal Manufacturers Protest Against Prada

PleeTqR gwd fafarsi J wrer & f@are fay saman

« Kolhapuri chappal manufacturers have taken strong exception to Italian luxury
fashion brand Prada’s recently showcased Men’s Spring/Summer 2026
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collection, alleging that the featured sandals bear a striking resemblance to
the traditional Kolhapuri chappals, a product granted Geographical Indication
(Gl) status by the Government of India.

PlceTqR! TUd AT 7 gerfera daoik HhH s WIeT P 8Td 81 # URgd 39
fBTRAR 2026 FARM W HIT TR SIAMAT 7, HRIY A U foh 39H faam
U HSd URURS PIeeTq] TWd I THTH arelt UG 394 6, o] HRd IRBR
SRT yEMifere Wabd (Gl) FRUfA vem &1 12 3

o A delegation of Kolhapuri chappal manufacturers met Maharashtra Chief

Minister Devendra Fadnavis on Thursday to register their protest.

PIcegl gud Fufarsi & te ufaRfidsd 3 aeRTY & gErE ¢ds BsurdE
Y AR P 3T START Gof B & AW ATHId B |

« Meanwhile, BJP Rajya Sabha member Dhananjay Mahadik said that they are
in the process of filing a public interest litigation petition in the Bombay High
Court against Prada.

39 o9, ol IS UT TG Yord HEISd - gl & d Ural o I aia

S YT T A ed gt GRR B34 & Uichar § |
« “Ateam of lawyers is already working on it. This is to protect the rights of our
people, to safeguard their livelihoods. | will also meet Union Minister Piyush

Goyal in this regard,” Mr. Mahadik told The Hindu.

OIS = Hgl, “59 R B 3 dlcil Ub <IH Ugd 9 g T@ AR Al &b
SIRBRY BT &M TR 3R IAD! 3MTSiifaen] aa & fod g1 T 39 e & g w:ft
gy e 9 off garerd s&I

« Prada has come under criticism for allegedly failing to acknowledge Kolhapur’s
artisans as the source of inspiration for the sandal design.

7T IR SHRIY T ¢ for 39 Ted fEoe & e IRon & 9id & U § SiegTyR
& RIRI 3! Ifd 94 =761 fean|

« Nationalist Congress Party (Sharadchandra Pawar) MLA Rohit Pawar, in a
post on X, said, “Prada’s new sandal, priced approximately at %1 lakh, mimics
Maharashtra’s Gl-tagged #KolhapuriChappal without crediting Kolhapur’s
artisans. This isn’t just copying — it’s cultural theft! If Prada won’t respect our
heritage by branding it right, the Maharashtra government must act against such
#ChappalChor”.
RIPATd! ST Ul ([RGH% UaR) fumas Afed var = X R TF Uive § 91,
“UTal BT 7191 Hed, frHe! SIHd THT 21 A 8, HERTY & GI-CTS #blegIgRIaue
&I THd g, Al DIGIR P HRITRI B! DI 9 g1 (o1 1| I8 R Fevd 81 &
— U5 |iepla® aRY 5! 3R UGl gHAR fORId 1 98! 9w =81 i, @ HeRTY
WHR B T #AUABR & RITh HRATS B! QT

e Mr. Mahadik also wrote to the Chief Minister seeking urgent intervention to
“protect the cultural heritage of Maharashtra.”
HeITe® = GBI 3l T UA +f fore &, forad HeRTy &t Aivepfae favmaa &t
& & fore @fvd gy o1 91 &1 TS ¢
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e In Kolhapur, the District Footwear Association convened a meeting on
Thursday condemning Prada’s alleged appropriation of the design.

DlIgTR ¥, forem pefaar Taife=r

fSoigT & BT THR &1 I HaT B

« “We will also file a criminal writ petition against Prada for this,” Bhupal Shete, a
member of the association, told The Hindu.

THRYTRM & F& HUTd Wd A Hg1, “GH 3P oY UTaT & Raeth BiergrRy
grferesT Hi TR B 1

e He said over 250 manufacturers and shopkeepers participated.

GPTHGRI A YT for|

e “There are 20,000 artisans here in Kolhapur who make these chappals. All of us
manufacturers have come together to condemn Prada. We will also send a
memorandum to the Sant Rohidas Charmodyog Vikas Mahamandal to take
action in this matter. We are now going to approach the District Collector, the
State government, and the Centre,” Mr. Shete said.

o} a7 FET, “PIegTR H TST 20,000 PRAR g off T I0d §1d ¢ | g9 it Fmfar
TeT Bt fHieT & folT Uegle 8T &1 89 39 A § SRars & e Id Afeer aruranT

38 Pl [P 39 96 | 250 A 3t fAwfar v

- FAR Bl Teb G a3 3R Tel gRI

fAprT AgrHed &I Y Th U= Uoiil | 39 B [T daldex, s IRPR 3R He

WHR T JUD Bl

What are the most commonly
used cancer drugs?

What severe side effects do these cancer drugs carry?

The story so far:

major new investigation by the
Bureau of Investigative
Journalism, published by The

Hindu, has revealed that cancer
drugs shipped around the world to more
than 100 countries have failed quality
tests. But what are these drugs, and how
are they used? Cancer is a disease
characterised by uncontrolled cell
growth. It is caused by mutations in genes
disrupting or inhibiting the normal ways
in which cells divide or die. This causes
cancerous cells to develop - and when a
mass of cancerous cells grows, it can form
a tumour. Chemotherapy drugs disrupt
this process, and these medicines have
transformed the landscape of cancer
treatment, improving outcomes for
patients. The six types of drugs in our
investigation — cisplatin, oxaliplatin,
cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin,
methotrexate and leucovorin - are all
chemotherapy treatments.

What is cisplatin?

Cisplatin is a platinum-based drug that
emerged in the 1960s from an unexpected
discovery. Researchers found that a
platinum-containing compound blocked
the growth of bacteria, leading to the
realisation that it could potentially be
used to combat cancer.

Cisplatin works by binding to the DNA
of cancer cells, preventing them from
growing and dividing. It is particularly
effective against testicular, ovarian,
bladder, and certain lung cancers. Its
introduction has improved survival rates
for many patients, whether used alone or
in combination with other therapies.

However, like all potent medications,
cisplatin comes with side effects,
including sickness, kidney damage, and
hearing issues. Cisplatin also suppresses
the function of the bone marrow, where
new blood cells are produced. The
resulting reduction in white blood cells
has severe effects on patients’ immune
systems, leaving them vulnerable to
infection.

What is oxaliplatin?
Oxaliplatin, like cisplatin, is a
platinum-based drug. It also works by
binding to and damaging the DNA of
cancer cells. It is used mainly to treat the
more advanced stages of colorectal
cancer and following surgery for the
removal of colon cancer, to wipe out
remaining malignant cells.

Oxaliplatin comes with broadly similar
side effects to cisplatin.

What is cyclophosphamide?
Cyclophosphamide is another key
chemotherapy drug, often used to tackle
diseases including breast cancer, some
types of leukemia (a type of blood
cancer), sarcoma (cancer of the
connective tissues) and advanced
lymphoma (cancer of the lymph nodes).

Cyclophosphamide disrupts the DNA of
cancer cells. This limits their ability to
replicate and mutate. It also causes a drop
in white blood cells and can cause pain
when passing urine due to inflammation
of the bladder.

What is doxorubicin?
Often referred to as the “red devil” due to
its striking colour and severe side effects,
doxorubicin was derived from a type of
soil bacteria called Streptomyces and was
initially explored as an antibiotic.
Doxorubicin is effective against several
types of cancer, including breast cancer,
leukaemia, lymphoma and sarcoma. It
works by interfering with the cancer cell's
DNA and disrupting the replication
process. It is a staple in chemotherapy
protocols, despite potential side effects
including heart damage, risk of infection,
skin changes and hair loss.

What is methotrexate?

Methotrexate is very effective against
various cancers, including leukaemia,
lymphoma and certain types of tumour.
By inhibiting the protein responsible for
creating new DNA molecules, it stifles
cancer cell growth. Methotrexate is given
in high doses, followed by leucovorin to
help protect healthy cells from damage.

What is leucovorin?

Leucovorin, also known as folinic acid
(not to be confused with folic acid), is a
form of vitamin B9. It differs from the rest
that were tested in the investigation in
that it is not technically considered a
chemotherapy drug, but a companion to
chemotherapy. It was first introduced in
the 1950s and was designed to manage
the side effects of methotrexate, for which
it is still used today.

Meriem Mahdi is with The Bureau of
Investigative Journalism

What are the most commonly used cancer drugs?
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A major investigation revealed
that commonly used
chemotherapy drugs failed
quality tests after being
shipped to over 100 countries.

v

These drugs work by targeting
cancer cells while minimising
harm to normal cells, but also
cause severe side effects like
kidney damage, immune
suppression, and heart risk.
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What severe side effects do these cancer drugs carry?

3 B gars & 7 TR gwuTa 32

Cancer Drugs Investigation

FIR garsil FI Si"

A major new investigation by the Bureau of Investigative Journalism,
published by The Hindu, has revealed that cancer drugs shipped around the
world to more than 100 countries have failed quality tests.

¢ IR ST gafeeifea SHifersd gr1 &1 8t ot 78 oifg, o ¢ fég A
TR fohaT, = g {1 § for R Y gard Sl gferar Wk & 100 & 3if¥e
= o ﬂvﬁn%% T[UTTT URIEOT § 3RI%d Vel 6 |

But what are these drugs, and how are they used?

Qfp 3 T AT B, 3R S8 B4 ISYANT {91l 52

Cancer is a disease characterised by uncontrolled cell growth.

FIR T T SR ® o erferafia SRt g ¥ uear! o 31

It is caused by mutations in genes disrupting or inhibiting the normal ways
in which cells divide or die.

g S § SRad & HRU BT § Sl BRSBTS &b FH AU a1 g &
T DI AT 1 Al

This causes cancerous cells to develop — and when a mass of cancerous cells
grows |t can form a tumour.

PRI BIABTY faBRd Bl & — 3R 9 HIRU PIRB13M BT Th
T SedT 8, O U8 Udh egHR &1 Iahdl 8|

Chemotherapy drugs disrupt this process, and these medicines have

transformed the landscape of cancer treatment, improving outcomes for patients.

SIAIYT FaTE 39 UhAT D1 11T BRal 8, 3R 37 13 7 HIR IUAR P &= |
wifa o1 <) 8, B 78 & uRkomg 98k gU g

The six types of drugs in our investigation — cisplatin, oxaliplatin,
cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin, methotrexate and leucovorin — are all
chemotherapy treatments.

AR o9 H WM B8 PR & gad — Rawfes, siarferwife,
Wmﬁmmm Tt SRRt

What is cisplatin?

Rawfe a1 g2
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o Cisplatin is a platinum-based drug that emerged in the 1960s from an
unexpected discovery. ‘
RIawife te wfemw smutivd gar & it 1960 & GRIF T U YR Tl
I

e Researchers found that a platinum-containing compound blocked the growth of
bacteria, leading to the realization that it could potentially be used to combat
cancer.

TNYmarsit 3 arn fb @ifeTd gad A Seiiar &1 gfg i A 8, s 7
A 3T fh 38 HIR A d84 & forg +f sxawrea fhar o gobar |
o Cisplatin works by binding to the DNA of cancer cells, preventing them from
growing and dividing.
IR BIRBI3T & DNA F FSHR 370! gfg 3R faHSH BT bl g

o ltis particularly effective against testicular, ovarian, bladder, and certain lung
cancers.

afggqmﬁaisﬁw, ST, AR 3R $O Bws! & S & AATH
g |

e lIts introduction has improved survival rates for many patients, whether used
alone or in combination with other therapies.

YT UREg H3 ARSI & T ofta g & YUR A 3111 8, 918 39 3hd 7 31
SUARI & 1Y IYANT fHaT AT |

o However, like all potent medications, cisplatin comes with side effects, including
sickness, kidney damage, and hearing issues.
gTatifep, 31T TfeTITelt garaii & avg, Rqwifer & +f urgs shaew 21d 8, o1
I, ¢ Bt &ifd, 3R g 3T guEg|

o Cisplatin also suppresses the function of the bone marrow, where new blood
cells are produced.

Rrawfes IfRy AT ot e & Wi gardr 8, S8l ¢ Iad HIRIBT g1 B

« The resulting reduction in white blood cells has severe effects on patients’
immune systems, leaving them vulnerable to infection.

Y Ad Yo DIRIBTSM B! HH It &, S AXISN DT UTARET WU P HHOIR B
Ul & T HagA=ie &7 <ol B

What is oxaliplatin?
13?2

o Oxaliplatin, like cisplatin, is a platinum-based drug.
Sffaferifed, Rmfed &1 aXg, Ue wifeaw smutid gar g1

« It also works by binding to and damaging the DNA of cancer cells.
7g 1t HIR PIRAB131 & DNA T JSHR 3R I THUH UgaATdhR HIH Hdl 5 |

« Itis used mainly to treat the more advanced stages of colorectal cancer and
following surgery for the removal of colon cancer, to wipe out remaining
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malignant cells.
U I ¥U Y PIaRaed $OT & AT TRUN & ST H 3R DA HIR DI
ToR & 91 Tl §5 DR PIRIBI3M Bl W HRA & [ ITIANT o ofrl g |

o Oxaliplatin comes with broadly similar side effects to cisplatin.

TR & AISS haeyd Rwifed ¥ TIHT THH 8Id & |

What is cyclophosphamide?
13?2

e Cyclophosphamide is another key chemotherapy drug, often used to tackle
diseases including breast cancer, some types of leukemia (a type of blood
cancer), sarcoma (cancer of the connective tissues), and advanced
lymphoma (cancer of the lymph nodes).

A FAH PSS U 3R THE HIHARIRG! &dl g, fST®T ST SR T $ 3,
O UPR & WP IAT (T $R), RSB (JATSH SHad! BT $u), R 374
ferrmYaT (@fyreT Uil &1 $FaR) & A | fbar S 3|

. Cyclophosphamlde dlsrupts the DNA of cancer cells.

AISFABPTATS S HIR HIABT3M & DNA Y S1fId Bl g

« This limits their ability to replicate anq mutate.
T D! Ui I 3R IARGAT B BT &FdT SId & ot 7|

« It also causes a drop in white blood cells and can cause pain when passing
urine due to inflammation of the bladder.

Tg Ad Yad DIRBTSM B Bl 1) Il § 3R THARE $1 Yol & HROT U= HRd
T &¢ o 81 9l g

What is doxorubicin?

STRIRSTIR 1 87

« Often referred to as the “red devil” due to its striking colour and severe side
effects, doxorubicin was derived from a type of soil bacteria called
Streptomyces and was initially explored as an antibiotic.

2 3P THBER 1 3R TR gHHTET & HRUN SRR VS SfAa” Hgl 9 3|
Wﬁ%ﬁﬁ@ﬁmaﬁaﬁwéﬁﬁmmﬁﬁmﬁnﬁ%ﬁaﬁ?
[E ¥ 38 T Uarifesd & =U T Wiell 7 o7

« Doxorubicin is effective against several types of cancer, including breast cancer,

leukaemia, lymphoma and sarcoma.
SIRIRTIRIA B UBHR & HIR & RIATs GHTat g, o T H3R, s,
ferpYaT iR aR@ T M &)

« It works by interfering with the cancer cell’s DNA and disrupting the replication
process.

g HIR HIRABT H DNA T §H&Y HRT § 3R Ufdpia uferar & 1fid a1 51
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« ltis a staple in chemotherapy protocols, despite potential side effects including
heart damage, risk of infection, skin changes and hair loss.

g HIHERRUT Uicihid 8 U T Gal &, gIaiie sd SHTad gwrHal & fga ot
&ifdl, TP HUT BT WeRT, T A IS 3R 91 SIS WA & |

What is methotrexate?

AUICTIT T 82

o Methotrexate is very effective against various cancers, including leukaemia,
lymphoma and certain types of tumour.
TiicRie faflid H¥R| & Raemw agd wHIdt §, o sy, frpin ok 3o
UPR & R AMAA 5 |

« By inhibiting the protein responsible for creating new DNA molecules, it stifles
cancer cell growth.

U8 I U1 B Acbell § S 7T DNA 310] 51 & T RieR g 3, R R
DIFABT B! Jfg b Sl B

« Methotrexate is given in high doses, followed by leucovorin to help protect
healthy cells from damage.

e 3= 9 H fau Sirdn §, fores ae sg@Iaiiy faar S 8 anfe Wy
DIRIBISA Dl THa I TR S b |

What is leucovorin?
18?2

e Leucovorin, also known as folinic acid (not to be confused with folic acid), is a
form of vitamin B9.
o, o wifafae tiyrs ot wer o1 8 (wifers This & yffa 7 &),
faer®= B9 &1 U U 3|

« It differs from the rest that were tested in the investigation in that it is not
technically considered a chemotherapy drug, but a companion to chemotherapy.

g 1ot garsit T e g o S # Wienr &f 73 ff ife 39 de-ie! Tu 8
SRR ga1 T8t AT ofran, sfew I8 SRy & Iry fear S arer anf 3|
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e It was first introduced in the 1950s and was designed to manage the side effects
of methotrexate, for which it is still used today.

39 UGl 9R 1950 & RIS H U foham 7T o7 3R 3 AUleRic & gorHTE! &l
TSI B3 & forw feoms = fosar mar ut, /e o 38 amer +ff Iuan fosar simar g1

MSME

credit origination slid

7% in FY25 as lenders stayed
off mlcro loans: report

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

MSME credit originations
declined by more than 7%
in FY25, as lenders pre-
ferred to stay off writing
micro-loans under
crore, a credit information
company said.

The originations by va-
lue declined by 7.4% to
¥36.9 lakh crore from ¥39.9
lakh crore in FY24, the re-
port by Crif High Mark
said, adding this was be-
cause loans in the micro
segment declined to %11.8
lakh crore in FY25 from
%18.2 lakh crore in FY24.

By volume, the micro,
small and medium enter-

Loans between ¥1-350 crore
reported a jump.

prises originations in-
creased to 75.8 lakh in
FY25 from 64.7 lakh in
FY24, it said, adding this
was also possible on the
back of a big jump in the
micro-segment to 58 lakh

from 49.8 lakh in FY24.

From a value perspec-
tive, loans between 1-350
crore reported a jump.

Loans made to the small
segment (between 1-10
crore) increased to I12.1
lakh crore in FY25 from 11
lakh crore in the year-ago
period, while the same in
the medium segment (bet-
ween 10-50 crore) in-
creased to %13 lakh crore
from %10.7 lakh crore.

The shifts are likely indi-
cating a “strategic pivot”
by lenders toward high-va-
lue borrower segments, as
per the report. There was
moderation in active loans
also due to sluggish rise in
microloan borrowers

MSME credit origination
slid 7% in FY25 as
lenders stayed off micro
loans: report

fa af 2025 & THUTEHS
Wwﬁrﬁmﬁﬁmaz

MSME Credit Originations
THUYUHS $pigc AR

e« MSME credit originations
declined by more than 7% in FY25,
as lenders preferred to stay off
writing micro-loans under %1 crore, a
credit information company said.

THUYUHS shfge AR FY2s5 &
7%ﬁarf€|$'azw a:ﬂﬁs%ma?n

RICTIE L 1 OIEehl-dIH ¢ | TReol PR g Y, U hisc a1 HU- 2 Hall

« The originations by value declined by 7.4% to ¥36.9 lakh crore from ¥39.9 lakh
crore in FY24, the report by Crif High Mark said, adding this was because loans
in the micro segment declined to ¥11.8 lakh crore in FY25 from ¥18.2 lakh
crore in FY24.

e & 3MYR W RISHI H 7.4% o1 fRTae

TS, £39.9 9T HIS I YTHR

¥36.9 TG PUS FY24 T FY25 § fovth 818 A1eh o1 RUIE 7 &gl, 3R S A

HIRUT YT HIZeh! YTHCE H T BT ITHR 18.2 A1 HRUS | T11.8 AR HRIS FY24

| FY25 § 3T
« By volume, the micro, small and medium enterprises originations increased to

75.8 lakh in FY25 from 64.7 lakh in FY24, it said, adding this was also possible

on the back of a big jump in the micro-segment to 58 lakh from 49.8 lakh in
FY24.

T & 3OTe T, 7S, WA 3R HIfSTH Teuseis RS- FY25 # 9g&v
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75.8 W19 g, FY24$647F|T@@ %ﬁﬂﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ@m%aﬁmﬂm

T, Sl dgR 49.8 AT ¥ 58 TR FY24 & FY25 | gafl

e From a value perspective, loans between ¥1-Z50 crore reported a jump.
T & VDI, 31350 FRIS & &g o A H ST gof bl 14T |

e Loans made to the small segment (between ¥1-10 crore) increased to ¥12.1
lakh crore in FY25 from %11 lakh crore in FY24, while the same in the medium
segment (between ¥10-50 crore) increased to ¥13 lakh crore from ¥10.7 lakh
crore.

BIC VAT (31-10 TRIS & d19) DI ST T A TghR 11 A1 BRIS I T12.1
TG PG FY24 | FY25 H gU, & HegH WHE (310-50 PRIS o &) H A
TEHR 210.7 AT BRIS I 13 ARG PIS 81 T

« The shifts are likely indicating a “strategic pivot” by lenders toward high-value
borrower segments, as per the report.
U1 & SR, T Ieard BURIAIS gRT SE-He dldl SURSl HHE B 3R Th
TP deara B 3R Tobd B &

e There was moderation in active loans also due to sluggish rise in microloan
borrowers.

Tfepg A # off Bt 312 g, FOTIHT HRUT ARHIa- SURGdel &I il 3fs 3
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