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3. Dancing Devils of Chuao participate in a mass during
the Corpus Christi celebration
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Home Affairs issued a notification

| PARLEY
n June 16, the Registrar General of
| 0 India under the Union Ministry of

Kumar,

Co-Director of
Lokniti, a
research
programme at
the Centre for
the Study of
Developing
Societies, New
Delhi

-
Poonam
Muttreja,

Executive
Director,
Population
Foundation of
India

that India’s population will be
counted in 2027. Following demands by the
Opposition parties, among other reasons, the
also announced the inclusion of
caste enumeration in the Census for the first
time in independent India.

The last Census was held in 2011. The exercise
was to take place in 2021, but was delayed
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. It has now
been further pushed to 2027. Will delaying the
Census affect its implementation? Sanjay Kumar
and Poonam Muttreja s the quesu(m ina
conversation moderated by Vijail
Edited excerpts:

Was the Census deliberately delayed?

Sanjay Kumar: The Census should have taken
place in 2021, but that was the time of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Since everything was
stalled in 2020 and we were under a strict
lockdown for a good part of that year, the
Census could not take place.

Do you see any political reasons for the
further delay? Do you think the government
wanted to time it with the delimitation
exercise, which is frozen till 20262

SK: 1 don't have an explanation for this delay.
The pandemic was over by mid-2022. By the end
of 2022, universities had opened, schools had
gone back to a normal routine, and everyone
had started going back to office. The delay for
nearly three years after that is frankly
inexplicable. I'm not sure why the government
did not take the initiative earlier. Every time
delimitation takes place, the exercise uses the
previous Census data. So the government could
have began conducting the Census in 2023 as
well. Even if it did start conducting the exercise
in 2025, it would have made no difference to the
work of delimitation.

Can you tell us about the implications of a
delayed Census?

Poonam Muttreja: The delay has serious
consequences for governance and development.
India continues to use Census data from 2011
data in 2025. The ground reality has changed
dramatically since 2011. Population growth,
internal migration, urbanisation, and fertility
patterns have all accelerated/changed. But
policy continues to run on outdated
assumptions. The delay effects nearly every
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sector. Sehool enrolment projections are
inaccurate. Vaccine coverage targets have
missed the mark. al welfa
such as PDS (public distribut
MGNREGS (Mahatma Gandhi

ional Rural

Employment Guarantee Scheme) cannot adjust
to the actual population needs. The delay also
affects disaster preparedness and infrastructure

planning.

This is going to be the first digital Census in
India. Are there any concerns about that?

PM: Digitisation can bring in efficiency, reduce
manual error, and allow faster data processing.
But a fully digital Census also risks exclndmg |he

very people who are the hardest to reacl
as those in rural households and informal
those bell 0 li

e programmes

communities, and women. They may not have
smartphones, stable electricity, or digital access.
Take women, for instance — only 33% of rural
‘women use the Internet. Among women in low
income households, mobile hlmne ownership is

ficantly low. A “digital firs

without safeguards could reinforce the existing

gender bias.
To succeed, this Census must retain
door-to-door in-person enumeration, especially

in areas that are difficult to access. The
enumerators must be trained to work with

Tosucceed, [Iml Jensus must retain

doos person enumeration,
especially as that are difficult to access.
The enumerators must be trained o work
with diverse populations in regional
languages. Technology should support. not
replace, the human engagement that is
essential for collecting accurate data.
POONAM MUTTREJA

the Census. Do you think if the two are
combined — the NPR and population Census
— it may impact the process because of the
controversies and fears around the NPR?

SK: If you are trying to do one piece of work and
then you combine it with other work, there is a
passibility of both getting tampered with. Things
could get delayed, jumbled, and some
information could get misrepresented

But do you see the Centre not going ahead
with the NPR so that the Census is done ina
hassle-free manner?

SK: [ would be in favour of getting the Census
done separately because we should not forget
that this is being undertaken after a very long
time - 16 years! Tl the first time that caste
enumeration is also taking place as part of the
Census. So a new element is already there. Why
overburden the enumerator

How difficult or easy will it be for the
government to collect data on caste? In the
Socio-Economic and Caste Census of 2011,
around 40 lakh caste names were thrown up.
There were instances of people writing their
surnames instead of their community
names. It was based on self-disclosure. What
methodology do you think the government
should follow to make the process robust?

DPPATRIOTICIAS

PM: Asking about a person’s caste is not going to
be difficult. The UPA (United Progressive
Alliance) government conducted a caste census
nearly a decade ago, but never released the

data. I think homework needs to be done well
when we collect data on caste. Enumerators
must und 1all the caste sub- i
Unless they themselves are well informed, they
are not going to be able to deal with erroneous
answers or inappropriate answers.

Why do you think Census is important for a
country?

PM: The world is changing rapidly and so many
things are uncertain. In such a scenario, the
Census is the most important aspect to consider
in not only planning and policymaking, but also
in the allocation of resources. It helps us
understand how climate change is impacting us,
Lhmgmg population dynamics, and patterns of
and the rapid
ration patterns,
we need numbers. We know that India is an
ageing society. The number of aged people is
going to nearly double in the next 20 years. You
can't let people age and then start planning. So
given the rapidly changing environment,
planning, allocation of resources, targeting the
poor and targeting those who are marginalised
are all objectives. In fact, the whole purpose of
having a caste census is to invest in the most
marginalised communities.

Do you think the government should
consider reducing the 10-year period for
conducting the Census so that we can have
faster and more accurate data about these
changes in society?

SK: Conducting the Census is a tedious,
time-consuming process. It cannot happen
overnight. The Census is not merely about
counting the number of people. The
government's policy formulation depends on the
information collected during a Census. The large

SK: If we are raising questions about caste da
we can raise questions about the collection uf
other information as well. If people can answer

erse L in regional |

have an inclusive approach. Technology should
support, not replace, the human engagement

that is essential for collecting accurate data.

The government is yet to announce any

decision regarding the National Population

Register (NPR), which is the first step

towards the creation of a National Register of

Citizens (NRC). In the 2021 Census, it was

planned to be updated with the first phase of

about their assets, age, gender, and
cdumuon ‘why should there be any difficulty in
answering questions about caste?

But yes, training is important. If we are able to
train our enumerators well, the respondents will
be able to answer most of the questions. The
enumerators need to know that Varma, for
instance, is a surname, not a c.
respondent mentions this surname as their
caste, the enumerators will have to ask a
follow-up question.

various
pol . We may reel that the government can
do this every five years, but it is more
appropriate to do it every 10 years. But we
should make sure that the Census takes place on
time and there is no break in between.

Will delaying the Census affect its implementation?

FIT FANUTAT H SN W 3% fhIATeadaT 9T 31/ I39M?

On June 16, the Registrar General of India, under the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs issued a notification that India’s population will be counted in 2027.

16 ST %Y I[E HATIIT & dgd HRA & AgTIoNIS o HTeFar S AT fF R A STearorar
2027 # i STwait|

o Following demands by the Opposition parties, among other reasons, the government
has also announced the inclusion of caste enumeration in the Census for the first
time in independent India.

aft gat Hr AT TRT 3T FRON & Told, TIER o FadT HIRT # gell IR SATfard
ITOTAT i 7 STTT0TAT H AT et shr DY H

e The last Census was held in 2011.

ﬁmﬁmzoﬁﬁgézﬁl
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e The exercise was to take place in 2021, but was delayed because of the COVID-19
pandemic.

g P 2021 F 8T AT, AfheT FIfAS-19 ATHRY F FROT 370HA S &1 TS|
e It has now been further pushed to 2027.
319 38 2027 d 3T 3 FeT R IAT ]|

Was the Census deliberately delayed?
T SANVTAT STAGSTHT Tell TS A2

e Sanjay Kumar: The Census should have taken place in 2021, but that was the time of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

ST FAN: SIAIOTAT 2021 F gletl TRV AN, olfched 37 FHT FFAS-19 FEARY el T |

o Since everything was stalled in 2020 and we were under a strict lockdown for a good
part of that year, the Census could not take place.

Tieh 2020 F T F& 3T AT 3R g N o ITeHIer AT & F3 Ahs3a # I, sqfAT
STAITOTEAT T8t af TehT |

Do you see any political reasons for the further delay?

1 39! 39 3R & F NS FE TaifaF Fror R@arg?

e Sanjay Kumar: | don’t have an explanation for this delay.
T FAR: 38 & & ToIT AY I IS TS 781 &

¢ The pandemic was over by mid-2022.
HETARY 2022 & T TS WATCA 8 g Y|

o By the end of 2022, universities had opened, schools had gone back to a normal
routine, and everyone had started going back to office.

2022 ¥ 3 ofeh [aeatdedTerd Gol T ¥, Teohel AT feeTaal # offc g & 3R @l ey
SR STt o141 |

o The delay for nearly three years after that is frankly inexplicable.
38 d1¢, Y AT et ut Y T areda # AT ¢

e I'm not sure why the government did not take the initiative earlier.
TS TG T o ALHR 1 TGl Tgel F1 oTar S|

e | don’t think it is because of the delimitation exercise, because every time delimitation
takes place, the exercise uses the previous Census data.

HSY FET ST foh SEhT HROT HiATRT YFHAT &, Fifeh g1 aR WaATehat H Rrevelt Seraroren
& 3TsT T &l ST @I g

e So the government could have began conducting the Census in 2023 as well.
SafIT AXhR 2023 H &7 STAMUTAT & AT Fehell AT
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e Even if it did start conducting the exercise in 2025, it would have made no difference to
the work of delimitation.

3R Ig I 2025 3 81 & BYT, A HIATHT TFHAT IR HIS T3 6T ISl |

Can you tell us about the implications of a delayed Census?
AT 3TT adT Hoha & o STeTarorar F 8 & Fa1 w3719 872

o Poonam Muttreja: The delay has serious consequences for governance and
development.

YAH FeSI: 58 U & et 3R e ox a7efiv afommer g1a €1
¢ India continues to use Census data from 2011 in 2025.

R 2025 F 30 2011 Y STOTAT & 3HThEY FT 3T I ET 8
e The ground reality has changed dramatically since 2011.

2011 & ST, ¥ T g1 & HeATAF IgaATa 3T THT B

¢ Population growth, internal migration, urbanisation, and fertility patterns have all
accelerated/changed.

FAHEAT I8, AR Faraa, AdHor, 3R Yol Yol § Asfl/aeera 3 &
e But policy continues to run on outdated assumptions.

QfheT ST 31 8 QI JegATal oX 3menRa &
e The delay affects nearly every sector.

TG T SAITHIT T 81T T THIAT il g |

e School enrolment projections are inaccurate.
TareTerit # ATATH & ITA IFHT & S &

e Vaccine coverage targets have missed the mark.
EIHTHIT A& T FhdT A 81 I AT & |

o Social welfare programmes such as PDS (public distribution system) and MGNREGS
cannot adjust to the actual population needs.

ardsfas faavor yorrel (PDS) 31K AT (MGNREGS) Sl WTATISI HeA1oT AT
AT TARCAT HTTFATHT F HTAR FATRNTIT 781 &Y qred |
e The delay also affects disaster preparedness and infrastructure planning.

Tg &3 3meT A 3R g e i A #r o yanfad e €

Digital Census in India

R # Bfeea e
o Digitisation can bring in efficiency, reduce manual error, and allow faster data
processing.
fSfSreelieTor @ Fererar 3m Gl 8, Atera it & Fat 3mwan, 3R Ser i it & NAfdr
o1 graf|
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o But a fully digital Census also risks excluding the very people who are the hardest to
reach, such as those in rural households and informal settlements, those belonging
to marginalised communities, and women.

aﬁmqﬁm#%ﬁwmﬁmaﬁﬁaﬁmﬁwaﬁmm%ﬁ%ﬁﬂm
T F5a ¢, S 7 areior aiaR, swteaRe sfeaal #§ ge arer oar, giRT R E ®
e, 3R Ao

e They may not have smartphones, stable electricity, or digital access.
S UTH FATEHY, R farsrel, am RBfSreer aga g & wehcll|

e Take women, for instance — only 33% of rural women use the Internet.

3ETEI0T & ToIT ARRAT3HT &Y of — ol 33% ATHT ATFATT &Y SeTeie T 3TAT AT & |

¢ Among women in low income households, mobile phone ownership is significantly
low.

mmmqm&nﬁmaﬁﬁmmmwﬁﬁaagﬁmél

o A ‘digital first’ approach without safeguards could reinforce the existing gender
bias.

‘Bforee w8 giHIOT 3R JR&T 39TAt & faa 3raerman aran, o 7 Aiser dfow dgema
&1 3R AT F HheTT B

e To succeed, this Census must retain door-to-door in-person enumeration, especially
in areas that are difficult to access.

el gt & TIT, ST STAT0TAT H ER-ER SAThT Te8T II0TSAT hl TATT IWAT AR T, TAATRY
Hisa &t /|

e The enumerators must be trained to work with diverse populations in regional
languages and have an inclusive approach.

ToTATRRY 1 RAfYer SereEar & Ay wure st 7w He 3R geaed gewtor
39T o forw gfiferd fohar st e

e Technology should support, not replace, the human engagement that is essential for
collecting accurate data.

A&l I TAF 32T FABYT & fAT HTTTF ATHANT IS T TUTA9ee dAgl, SToh TgdH
gleT TIeT|

National Population Register (NPR) and its Impact
TET AATET Toeed (NPR) 3R 35T woima

e The government is yet to announce any decision regarding the National Population
Register (NPR), which is the first step towards the creation of a National Register of
Citizens (NRC).
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TR o 3T doh TS FTATEIT IAEeX (NPR) & TaeT H g favy 71 forar g, s i
TS ARTRS AT (NRC) T 2T 7 Ugell HhgH ¢ |
¢ Inthe 2021 Census, it was planned to be updated with the first phase of the Census.

2021 &Y STAITAT H T STANTAT & Tgel TL0T o 1Y 3T cTeT el T Tlofell AT

o If the two are combined — the NPR and population Census — it may impact the
process because of the controversies and fears around the NPR.

319K 5 &1l — NPR 31 SI=Terorar — ot eI aram, oY Ig wishar & wenfad ) dhar g
F4ifeh NPR &Y ot Rarg 3 o €

Views on Combining NPR and Census

NPR 3R S=19morr &) ffras . AR

e If you are trying to do one piece of work and then you combine it with other work,
there is a possibility of both getting tampered with.

39 319 Ueh 14 T @ 81 3R 3HH q@0 1 A5 &, ot el & e gler it wormganm @t
gl

o Things could get delayed, jumbled, and some information could get misrepresented.
st &Y, 33, 3R TS SAARRAT e qaha § TEIA &1 Tl & |

o | would be in favour of getting the Census done separately because we should not
forget that this is being undertaken after a very long time — 16 years!

# Tg AT o STAIOTAT 3rerer & 1 ST FAH g LT ${efe1 TR C 6 Ig qgd o9 @#7Y
— 16 qufl & 1 &I T ET 8

e This is the first time that caste enumeration is also taking place as part of the Census.
g Ygll IR & ST SIS IOTAT T ST=T3T0T=AT 3 MfFT fohaT T T B

e So a new element is already there. Why overburden the enumerators?

Teh 79T dcd Ugel & HISG ¢ T aroramart a¥ arfafera o o2t srel?

Challenges in Collecting Caste Data
Siferarer et wargor # galfaat

e In the Socio-Economic and Caste Census of 2011, around 40 lakh caste names
were thrown up.

2011 FY FATTSF-HTTF 3R AT STAIOTAT F TITHIT 40 oG ATTAAT &F ATH THA 3T
|

o There were instances of people writing their surnames instead of their community
names.

S AN o 39T ST & T IR 3YAH for@r 47|
« It was based on self-disclosure.

Ig Tafeos IasiY W) 3menia ar|
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o If we are raising questions about caste data, we can raise questions about the collection
of other information as well.

3R g AT AT W TATH 30T I8 &, AT & e SATTHIRAT F FAF9T ) 3T Farer
3oTahd &

o If people can answer questions about their assets, age, gender, and education, why
should there be any difficulty in answering questions about caste?

39R 9T 39T FUfe, 397, foier, 3ik Rel & T & ShRY & ohd &, df Sifa S ST
T F T HiSAS §?

o Butyes, training is important.
et &7, gflrayor Tgd I gl

o If we are able to train our enumerators well, the respondents will be able to answer
most of the questions.

379R & IVTETHRRY Y 3 § TfATAIT Y, A IaETar 3rfAhrer w1 &1 36T & Fhar|
o The enumerators need to know that Varma, for instance, is a surname, not a caste.
IOTATRRY T T TdT 2T TRV foh 3STEI0T & foIv gAY Ueh 39T g, AT g1 |

o If arespondent mentions this surname as their caste, the enumerators will have to ask
a follow-up question.

3R IS STETAT SH YA ST & T H AT &, 7Y AOTATRR Y o] clt T TS g1 |
e Asking about a person’s caste is not going to be difficult.
ferelY saferey &t ST ToetT widst 18t gram |

« The UPA government conducted a caste census nearly a decade ago, but never
released the data.

TRT FIHR 1 ST U G2UF Tg STl STeTarorelr hr o, Aferet 31 iy 78t |
o | think homework needs to be done well when we collect data on caste.

Y 9Tl & foh Shferarar 327 Ware a9 AT 3= & el gt
e Enumerators must understand all the caste sub-categories.

AMUTATRRT &l T STfaera 3T-ATAY hF GHSTAT gham|

e Unless they themselves are well informed, they are not going to be able to deal with
erroneous answers or inappropriate answers.

ST e I T3 FaAToord 3R S 761 giel, I e I A7 A srarat i S F 7@t
HHTe qTU |

Importance of the Census
OTeT3OTeAT bl HGcd

e The world is changing rapidly and so many things are uncertain.
gferar it & age W 8 3R &S ol fafRaa 8

e In such a scenario, the Census is the most important aspect to consider in planning
and policymaking, and in the allocation of resources.
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U qRGeT H, ST Areten 3T At & fwfor ik sareEt & rdes & T ged
Hgcaqol T & |

It helps us understand how climate change is impacting us, changing population
dynamics, and patterns of digitisation.

Ig &3 Ig HHST H AEG Il ¢ o Terary aRae, Srrear avaen, 31 Bfoedeor &
ot g F8 wenfad W © €

In India, to understand the rapid increase in urbanisation and migration patterns, we
need numbers.

R &, di A Tod AFNFI0T 3R yai & Ut I TS & AU g3 3iws) o ST &
We also know that India is an ageing society.

§H IE 1 ST § o R T e gielt 3MTaTdl aTell &2r SeiclT S &7 o

The number of aged people is going to nearly double in the next 20 years.

319Tel 20 st 7 ger NI Y HEAT AT ST g1 ST |

You can'’t let people age and then start planning.

379 STt 1 qgT 81 & 31 R ATt s=Te, 75 B 6 B

So given the rapidly changing environment, planning, allocation of resources,
targeting the poor, and marginalised are all objectives.

ST Al & ggara aRaer 1 2@d gu, A fasfor, gareat 1 rdea, st 3k grfie
& S Y AR HAT — T T 32T B

In fact, the whole purpose of having a caste census is to invest in the most
marginalised communities.

arEqd H, ST SIATOTAT T G 35227 & — Wad e i wopera & fovaer s

Should the Census Frequency be Reduced?

T STITOTAT Y AT el e T SATeAT =T

Conducting the Census is a tedious, time-consuming process.
STAITUTAT Ueh YHTF 3 AT At arel IfHaT g

It cannot happen overnight.

TE TART TET Y AT Fehedll |

The Census is not merely about counting the number of people.
SAIUTAT FAh STATEAT Y ATt 817 181 ¢

The government’s policy formulation depends on the information collected during a
Census.

TR 1 AfAITT AT STAIOTAT H TehT i 1S FATARRT IR 3R g1l &1

The large amount of information gathered is valuable for the government to
implement various kinds of policies.

SHH TehT &I 35 a3) AT I AFTHRT THR 1 Y qaR it At any F3 7 Fqegast
glc g1
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o We may feel that the government can do this every five years, but it is more
appropriate to do it every 10 years.

&H 9T TehalT ¢ T TR T8 1 8¢ 9T a8t & T Tohall &, oAfeheT 38 &Y 10 8T & T
3Ra eI

o But we should make sure that the Census takes place on time and there is no break in
between.

Afehet g3 Ig FIATET AT TV o STetarorert @HY WX 8Y 3R e & :$ FFrae o 30|

BEIRUT Two million Syrians have
Two million Syrians have returned returned home since the fall of

home since the fall of Assad: UN Assad: UN
3 & gdd & d15 & A=

HIRATS 3= o] wile: §gFd Tg

. Over two million Syrians who had fled
their homes during their country’s war have
returned since Bashar al-Assad’s overthrow in
December, UN refugee agency chief Filippo
Grandi said on Thursday during a regional visit.

_ . & bl RN Fge Trg ot Tl veE fferat ad A
68 a_per I Ma_p_plng : GETTY IMAGES ITRdX &I &1 el & aIeT gt foh et & o

Over two million Syrians who had fled their homes during their HA-3HE F Idd & 91, 39 A & 2?I;,T:\"fiil' & SR

country’s war have returned since Bashar al-Assad’s overthrow in W @ﬂ?—; Eﬁ; a- m @. m m amﬁ'a?

December, UN refugee agency chief Filippo Grandi said on Thursday |
during a regional visit. The Syrian civil war, which erupted in 2011, I X dle i_!;a'T %I

had displaced half of the population internally or abroad. AFP . The Syrian civil war, which erupted in
2011, had displaced half of the population

internally or abroad.

2011 # & §T NRATE TEgger & HROT A A et FTTEAT T HARS I7 IHATeET &
4 faranie gl gzr 2|
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- Dancing Devils of
Chuao participate in
a mass during the
Corpus Christi
celebration

Sy T 30T &

gRreT g3mait & sifder
f’ S Seaadaem yrefar & sy A §

. o g | Sincina Devis ofchuse

People dressed as Dancing Devils of Chuao participate in a mass during the Corpus Christi celebration at Chuao in Venezuela on Wednesday. H H H
The Venezuelan Dancing Devils of Corpus Christi were recognised by UNESCO as Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2012. AFP d urin g th e co rp us C h rIStI

celebration at Chuao in
Venezuela on Wednesday.

I3, AT H FUAR A H19W el Icaa & aRret msn & sifdior shew 3 o
e wreier A amer foram

e The Venezuelan Dancing Devils of Corpus Christi were recognised by UNESCO as
Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2012.

14 Bt 3 Aagreen 3 Sifdior Sfaew 1 2012 A FaTw! gaRT I AiEpias Araa &
w9 H Aear &1 TS |
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In UK. visit, Goyal says India seeking trade

agreements with rich, democratic countries

68 Paper IR 777777
Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said
the government was inter-
ested in doing trade deals
with rich countries and de-
mocratic allies, as he dis-
tanced himself from pre-
vious governments’ efforts
to explore deals with coun-
tries he  considered
competitors.

Mr. Goyal’s comments
were made at the India
Global Forum 2025 confe-
rence, during a conversa-
tion with Ian Blatchford at
London’s Science
Museum.

The government was fo-
cused on “entering into ro-
bust trade agreements
with  the  developed
world”, he said, contrast-
ing it to the practice “15
years ago, when we were

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal in conversation with
Science Museum Director lan Blatchford in London. PTi

more focused on doing
trade agreements with
countries who are our
competitors”.

Mr. Goyal referred to
trade deals with ASEAN
(Association of South East
Asian Nations) countries,
presumably meaning The
Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
(RCEP) negotiations. These

talks had commenced in
2012 and India had begun
exploring participation in
this agreement a few years
earlier under the Congress-
led UPA government. He
described this as “silly” be-
cause the countries in the
region have now become
the “B Team of China”.
Citing trade deals or ne-
gotiations with countries

such as the U.K., Australia,
Peru, the United Arab Emi-
rates (UAE), and the Euro-
pean Free Trade Associa-
tion countries, he said
India’s products comple-
mented and did not com-
pete with these countries’
products.

“We don’t hurt their
economies,” he said sug-
gesting that a pair of jeans
could be made most cost-
effectively in India while
medical devices (for in-
stance) could be made
most efficiently in econom-
ically developed countries.
These arrangements
would help India grow its
innovation ecosystem, Mr.
Goyal said, as he pushed
for co-development.

“Let’s work together as
friends and allies of the de-
mocratic world,” he added.

Asked by Mr. Blatchford
if India could “save the

India's Trade Strategy: Goyal in U.K. Visit
HRA Y SATIR O NI AT L&, AT A 91

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said the government was
interested in doing trade deals with rich countries and democratic allies, as he
distanced himself from previous governments’ efforts to explore deals with
countries he considered competitors.

aTforea 3R 3ehr 3t dpy e F FeT i TR garey AR diwaifas wgant sl &
Y AR FASIS A 7 3 @l 8, 3R 381 afagaed 7 arw ot & aryr wwsta
#1 Ao THERE T PRAAT T G 31 3rerer fmam

NHS (National Health Ser-
vice)”, Mr. Goyal said the
topic had become “too
much of a political hot po-
tato” in the UK.

Yet he appeared to
make a pitch for India be-
ing a destination for medi-
cal treatments if the pro-
blems the NHS faces (such
as a lack of funding, shor-
tage of staff and long wait
times for treatment) were
to become less of a politi-
cal issue.

Mr. Goyal suggested that
patients could fly to India
for treatment and that this
could be done in a way — in
the right political environ-
ment — without negatively
impacting British jobs but
“supplementing and com-
plementing the effort so
that the citizens of United
Kingdom and the residents
of the U.K. live a healthier
and happier life”.

e Mr. Goyal's comments were made at the India Global Forum 2025 conference, during
a conversation with lan Blatchford at London’s Science Museum.

At et o A ool dee & W FfAFH 7 ST Taad BRA 2025 FFAAT & GNIT
ST selawIS H ST & T |
e The government was focused on “entering into robust trade agreements with the

developed world”, he said, contrasting it to the practice “15 years ago”, when India
was more focused on deals with competitor countries.

37gie] gl foh TR T &aTeT “Ras e Gt & W1y Aerga ATIR ¥HsAla” e W g, Sl
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Mr. Goyal referred to trade deals with ASEAN countries, presumably meaning the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) negotiations.

Tt 3Tl ¥ 3TTAATST (ASEAN) S21T & 1T SATIR JHSIAT T 3ol TohdT, foaehr daeyr
Gad: NTeTel FIFIL AT ShAAF qIEaAT (RCEP) T 7|

These talks had commenced in 2012 and India had begun exploring participation a few
years earlier under the Congress-led UPA government.

A 9T 2012 # F g5 Af AR R =¥ 3TH FS I Tgol FAF-Aeq arell THT TR &
ded SHH STAer W g & foma |

He described this as “silly” because the countries in the region have now become the
“B Team of China”.

3egiel 38 “HPATET gl Fiieh SeTeh TAR 3 I & “et AT ft T 5 b &
Citing trade deals or negotiations with countries such as the U.K., Australia, Peru, UAE,

and European Free Trade Association countries, he said India’s products
complemented and did not compete with theirs.

3egiel .., Jteeferam, 9%, Jus 3R Ui Fae saraR @9 SR & 6 AR FHSHT A1
a3t ST GalTell Sl §U heT foh 3Rl oh 3cUIG 3eTh 3cUTal & YT &, Tiagaed! et

European Free Trade Association (EFTA)

YRIUTY g SATUR Y (EFTA)

The European Free Trade Association (EFTA) is a regional trade organization and free trade
area established in 1960 as an alternative to the European Economic Community (EEC), now
the European Union (EU).

QRIVH e SUTUR §Y (EFTA) U 8510 SATUR W16 3R Had oAMIR &7 8 Rl 1960 § qRIdg
e TSR (EEC) (SN 3fd QR Y (EV) ©) & fadhed & =u & Ri1fid fawar mar i

EFTA was created by countries that did not wish to join the EU but still wanted to enjoy the
benefits of free trade.

EFTA &1 RITAT 3 <=1 gRT &1 715 21 S EU T e =18 o911 91gd & <if e g samuR &
GIEIRSRI

Current EFTA members are Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and Switzerland.

IIH EFTA e : 3mgaas, fredwdiq, ATd, ok faewRas|

EFTA promotes free trade and economic integration between its members and with other

countries through Free Trade Agreements (FTAs).
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EFTA 30 Y& 31 3R 39 <=0 & AT Yo SATUR HFNAN (FTAs) & AT ¥ ad ATIR
3R e Y@BROT HT FgTar < B

EFTA is not a customs union, so each member can negotiate its own trade agreements
independently.

EFTA T PRI (- 781 §, ST TS ISR Wdd U I ATIR JHNd IR IHd1 5|
It has over 30 FTAs with more than 40 countries, including India, Canada, Chile, and
Singapore.

TS 40 W 3P A= @O YRd, FET, forelt, RIMGR) & W1 30 | ife Yo sTuR Tusha
(FTAs) B

In March 2024, India signed a Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA) with
EFTA, aiming to boost investments and trade.

A 2024 § HRA 7 EFTA & 91U TR 3R 3 HIfieRT IAshdT (TEPA) IR 5eR T,
ST I AW 3R ATUR & Jgar e gl

EFTA also ensures high standards in labor rights, environmental protection, and
intellectual property in its agreements.

EFTA 30 Fgial & o fUeRY, wafavor e, ik aifS® duer & 3= aFe! & gHfid
FRAT B

“We don’t hurt their economies,” he said suggesting that a pair of jeans could be made
most cost-effectively in India while medical devices could be made most efficiently in
developed countries.

3gieT g, mmmﬁwaﬁq—gﬁaﬁ 3R gera fear fo St R &
Y HH AR H I hdl § SAd1h FATHcAT IUHIT [ fd i 7 a8 T8ITd) &1 & &1
ghd gl

These arrangements would help India grow its innovation ecosystem, Mr. Goyal said,
as he pushed for co-development.

AT MTT o7 FgT fh A SITTAT 9IRT FT YA AR TIRAT Y AFAT FI 7 Ace T,
3R 38l HE-fa® (co-development) I 33T F&Ta FI a1 |

“Let’s work together as friends and allies of the democratic world,” he added.

3751l gl “HTSU & aleditae gferar & st 3wt & & 7 ey w1

India and Global Healthcare Role

R 3R IRTF Ty Jar 7 A
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o Asked by Mr. Blatchford if India could “save the NHS (National Health Service)”, Mr.
Goyal said the topic had become “too much of a political hot potato” in the U.K.

ST AT SIS 7 YBT foh AT AR “TATITH (AT 3o WidW)” T aar Gehell 8, aF 7
M o gl 6 I8 v &, 7 “Igg Uereiifas T @ Hagafid Agar oo I ¢

e Yet he appeared to make a pitch for India being a destination for medical treatments
if the problems the NHS faces (such as lack of funding, staff shortage and long wait
times) were to become less of a political issue.

R 8ft, 3ogieY Toha fea foF 319 Ty 1 TAEATT (S fn e Y Fa, Tere Hir st
3 ot geftetT) F9r Tt HGET S ST, Al R RAfFear TR & fw v aaeg a7

RETIES

e Mr. Goyal suggested that patients could fly to India for treatment and that this could be
done in a way — in the right political environment — without negatively impacting
British jobs but “supplementing and complementing the effort so that the citizens of
United Kingdom and the residents of the U.K. live a healthier and happier life”.

A TNFT = Goira fer o Il gorrer & Fw smea 3m wha ¥, 3R Ig vk 3fa aeefas
ARl 7 30 RE & Tod! ¢ T I8 fafeer alefat | dawreas wsna st o=, "gamat
QX R TS X Alfh G . & AR 3R G veh Faeyr 3R gererer siaet St @ |
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AAIB yet to decide where Al
black box will be decoded

India did not have a dedicated lab before but Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau inaugurated

one in Aprll previously, after the Kozhikode crash in Aug. 2020, the black box was sent to the US.

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

he government bo-
T dy investigating the

Air India Boeing
787-8 crash in Ahmedabad
last week will take a deci-
sion on where the black
box data will be decoded
“after due assessment of all
technical, safety, and se-
curity considerations”, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
said on Thursday.

The statement said two
different sets of black box-
es were recovered from the
crash site, one on June 13
and another on June 16.
Each black box unit com-
prises the Digital Flight Da-
ta Recorder (DFDR) and
Cockpit Voice Recorder
(CVR).

“This model of aircraft
has two black box sets,”
the press statement said
about the Boeing 787-8 air-
craft involved in the crash.
Veteran pilots explained
that these are called Ex-
tended Airborne Flight Re-
corders, of which one unit
is in the nose and another
in the tail section for re-
dundancy (or fall back).

When last time the Air-
craft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) investi-
gated the Kozhikode Air
India Express crash in Au-

Looking for clues: A forensic team examines the tail of the aircraft,
which crashed in Ahmedabad, on June 14. VIJAY SONEJI

gust 2020that killed 21 out
of the total 190 onboard,
the black box was sent to
the lab of the American
apex body for probing air
crashes, National Tran-
sportation Safety Board.
According to a former
AAIB official, the entire
downloading of the data
was under the watchful
presence of then Indian
Ambassador to the U.S.,
Taranjit Singh Sandhu,
who was in the facility for
two days. At that time India
did not have its own dedi-
cated lab, the above quot-
ed official said.

The AAIB in April inaug-
urated a new Digital Flight
Data Recorder and Cockpit
Voice Recorder laboratory
at its headquarters set up

with an investment of I9
crore. But it is not clear
whether the data will be
decoded here.

Preliminary report
A government official
closely involved with the
probe said there would be
a preliminary report. Inter-
estingly, during the only
other airline crash investi-
gated by the AAIB (formed
in 2012), after the Manga-
lore crash of May 2010 —
the Kozhikode accident —
only the final report was
published within a year.
Officials, past and pre-
sent, explained that the
rules under which the
AAIB carries out an investi-
gation do not specify a ti-
meline for a preliminary

report even though UN
aviation safety watchdog
International Civil Aviation
Organisation’s Annex 13 re-
quires one within 30 days.
A similar rule is not part of
the Aircraft (Investigation
of Accidents and Incidents)
Rules, 2017 formed under
the principal law, the Bha-
ratiya Vayuyan Vidheyak,
2024. The Rules define a
preliminary report as a
“communication used for
the prompt dissemination
of data obtained during the
early stages of the investi-
gation”. But Clause 9 of the
Rules dealing with preli-
minary investigation states
that its scope is to “assess
the classification of the oc-
currence and the expertise
needed for detailed investi-
gation”.

One of the above men-
tioned officials said the
Kozhikode probe team did
not release a preliminary
report because the Rules
don’t lay down a timeline
for it, and require such a
report to only categorise
the nature of the mishap.
He said the team involved
in the drafting of the Rules
held the opinion that such
areport could be vastly dif-
ferent from the final inves-
tigation report, which may
result in public criticism
and media backlash.

AAIB Yet to Decide Where Al Black Box Will Be Decoded

TUHTSS A 379 dF Ig dF oTa! 9T § % THTE solh aiFd F Fgl

2R fhaT STUeT

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ;

Page17



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

The government body investigating the Air India Boeing 787-8 crash in
Ahmedabad last week will take a decision on where the black box data will be
decoded “after due assessment of all technical, safety, and security
considerations”, the Ministry of Civil Aviation said on Thursday.

Wmﬁmsﬂﬁwmmaﬁﬁgcwéﬁmaﬁwnmﬁmmﬁ
ST FT 6T ¢, T§ WY Aahetiehy, GRaT 31X WeaT ATw] & Aeaida & a1g I§ Aoy A F
ol aferd 3T 1 Fg1 313 T SiTeen, ArTRe 3559« A9 & IFar H Fell

The statement said two different sets of black boxes were recovered from the crash
site, one on June 13 and another on June 16.

ST H gl 1T Toh GHEAEYS A &Y HelaT-31T seldh Sl WE sNIHG [T 1T, Ueh 13 ST
T 3R GERT 16 T[T 1|

Each black box unit comprises the Digital Flight Data Recorder (DFDR) and Cockpit
Voice Recorder (CVR).

T Soldh diFd ST & f3fored Farse 3e1 R$1ET (DFDR) iR fie e arad RerET
(CVR) enfAer g1 &1

“This model of aircraft has two black box sets,” the press statement said about the
Boeing 787-8 aircraft involved in the crash.

O §I1A 3 gl 137 S 57 Boeing 787-8 faAT AlSel 7 &Y seleh alFq A g &
Veteran pilots explained that these are called Extended Airborne Flight Recorders, of
which one unit is in the nose and another in the tail section for redundancy.

e AT eTel o TATT foh So¢ TFHESS WIENT Fase RIS el oIl &, fo0ed 4 T
gehTS ok H 3R qEll 4@ # gIch 8, cifeh 3379 & &9 & e fohar 517 e

When the Kozhikode Air India Express crash occurred in August 2020, the black
box was sent to the U.S., to the National Transportation Safety Board lab.

aamzozoﬁﬁﬁﬁzwéﬁmmﬂvmgmm,aammﬁmﬁ
AT TAINESA FE A1E I ol I FST 127 27|

According to a former AAIB official, the entire downloading of the data was under the
presence of then Indian Ambassador to the U.S., Taranjit Singh Sandhu, who stayed
at the facility for two days.

Teh Jd TUITSST 31TURY & 3178R, 32T sr3arentsar it gt ufthar & St 3raAReT 7 sma
& deehlellel TsTee avorsiid fiE @Y Jg1 ar et de Alefg @

At that time, India did not have its own dedicated lab, the official said.

3 THYT AR & I 9= FARIT qeremer A1 oY, JTHRT o S|

The AAIB in April inaugurated a new DFDR and CVR laboratory at its headquarters,
set up with an investment of ¥9 crore. But it is not clear whether the data will be
decoded here.

TS & I F U FEATerT H 7§ DFDR 3R CVR YARTRITET 7 3eEmes fohar, foa
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SITTaT T AT |

Preliminary Report Process
yRfAF Raré uftear

o A government official closely involved with the probe said there would be a preliminary
report.

ST & 53 Teh TN ITUHRY o ohet foh IRIAF RAE am & sreat|

o During the only other airline crash investigated by the AAIB — the Kozhikode accident
— only the final report was published within a year.

TUSNSS ST T I8 THATT 3o FAATT GHEaT — FIIHS FIGHT — H el 3ifasr Rae
& T a¥ & ¥ TRIfAT T IS 2|

o Officials said that the rules under which the AAIB investigates do not specify a timeline
for a preliminary report, unlike the UN ICAQO’s Annex 13 which mandates one within 30
days.

3TRIRET & AT o T3S Y S & fATar J yRfEw R F v #1$ gaadar
foreRa aidh v a1é 8, STafeh WgFa ST ICAO F 3rfaer 13 # 38 30 faT o o 3rmareaeh
AT =T &

o A similar rule is not part of the Aircraft (Investigation of Accidents and Incidents)
Rules, 2017, under the Bharatiya Vayuyan Vidheyak, 2024.

AT IS T sl fareameT (geeeait 3 wreenait &y o) fe, 2017 A wET €, S
HRAT argega+yT fa8as, 2024 & T8 =1 T =T |

e The Rules define a preliminary report as a “communication used for the prompt
dissemination of data” obtained in early stages of the investigation.

ATAT 7 IfAE RAIE & T "IRiAE 90T # greg 327 & g 989R & e 39T fFe v
AR & &7 H 9RATRT Far arar g1

¢ Clause 9 of the Rules states that the scope is to “assess classification of the
occurrence and expertise needed for detailed investigation”.

fAT &1 €T 9 AT § T 38T 3ag e “aear #r Avfiaor AR favga st & foe

ITTF fIATAAT FT 3TFheled HEAT”

¢ One official said the Kozhikode team did not release a preliminary report because the
Rules do not require it, and such reports could be vastly different from the final one,
risking public criticism and media backlash.

Toh T o el oh PIRRYE A o TR RAE Y w1l oy Faiifen foraar @y
HTIGHAT AT @, 3R A R 3ifas Ry F w1y e g TohrdT &, oad sieT
rerae 3R AR vt &1 @awr & gear g
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icipate in SCO

Defence Ministers’ meeting in China

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

In his first such visit since
Operation Sindoor, De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh will travel to China to
attend the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation De-
fence Ministers’ meet in
Qingdao from June 25 to 27.
Pakistan Defence Minister
Khwaja Asif too will attend
the meet.

The visit comes as India
and China take steps to res-
tore ties, including the re-
sumption of trade and tra-
vel links as well as dialogue
mechanisms.

In addition, the Indian
pilgrims bound for Kailash-
Mansarovar — the first
batch to undertake the trip
since the 2020 military
stand-off and Galwan kill-
ings - are also expected to
reach their destination at
the same time as Mr.
Singh’s visit to Qingdao.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with Chinese Defence Minister
Admiral Dong at the ASEAN meet in Laos on November 21, 2024. ANI

The steps are part of the
“normalisation” process
agreed to by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping
during their meeting in Ka-
zan in October 2024, after
a tense four-year military
stand-off on the Line of Ac-
tual Control.

Both leaders are expect-
ed to attend the BRICS
summit in Brazil from July

6 to 7, while Mr. Modi has
been invited to the SCO
Heads of State Summit in
China later this year.
Sources said that in
Qingdao, Mr. Singh will
hold bilateral talks with
Chinese Defence Minister
Admiral Dong and Russian
counterpart Andrey Belou-
sov on the sidelines of the
conference. While Mr.
Singh had met Admiral

Dong during the ASEAN
Defence Ministers’ Meet-
ing-Plus in Laos last No-
vember, this will be their
first exchange since the
four-day  India-Pakistan
conflict, where Chinese
military hardware support
to Pakistan was significant.

Mr. Singh is expected to
meet other Defence Minis-
ters from the SCO states
such as Iran, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uz-
bekistan, and Belarus,
while sources said no
meeting with the Pakistani
Minister is on the cards.

SCO members are ex-
pected to discuss defence
and security cooperation,
along with the SCO’s spe-
cial Regional Anti-Terror
Structure (RATS) mechan-
ism during the meet. Mr.
Singh’s participation at the
SCO conference will also
be watched closely for In-
dia’s position in the Iran-Is-
rael conflict.

Rajnath Singh to Participate in SCO Defence Ministers’
Meeting in China

oty fg <fier 7 TaHla e AT Sy dow 7 Hrer AR

In his first such visit since Operation Sindoor, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
will travel to China to attend the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Defence
Ministers’ meet in Qingdao from June 25 to 27.

3itaeret fiqY & arg Jraet wgel Tt I 7 Tan F Aoty g 25 @ 27 @@ F A=

fFarer3 & @e arel AaTE FEANT Warae (SCO) &7 HFAAT i dow # oy oY & AT et

ST
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o Pakistan Defence Minister Khwaja Asif too will attend the meet.
qIfREdTe & T&TT FAl EaToIT TG 37 5T d&h 7 H19T ol |

e The visit comes as India and China take steps to restore ties, including resumption of
trade and travel links as well as dialogue mechanisms.

I IMET O AT @ Y & I 7R 3R e & S gaut Y qgrelt, sarar 3 g guet
1 geAderel, 3N HaTg o T 3T &1 W B

e In addition, the Indian pilgrims bound for Kailash-Mansarovar — the first batch to

undertake the trip since the 2020 military stand-off and Galwan killings — are also
expected to reach their destination at the same time as Mr. Singh’s visit to Qingdao.

1Y &Y, FATA-ATAANGT SATeT qTel SR it 1 2020 & F==r arfarer 3ik arerarT

HUY & a1 TgdT sredT, HT Toraryr AT Hr et armEm & SR 379e) 3idey Wqéu GehdT
gl

e The steps are part of the “normalisation” process agreed to by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping during their meeting in Kazan in
October 2024, after a tense four-year military stand-off on the Line of Actual
Control.

¥ he FUTTHA alg Al R el Isgafy oft foafiar & fior srergat 2024 # Forr H g8
do& 7 TgAd "wAENRI GfFAT 7 REATE, S arEdfaE AEFr 3@ W AR q1d &
AT e AR & ST g3

o Both leaders are expected to attend the BRICS summit in Brazil from July 6 to 7,

while Mr. Modi has been invited to the SCO Heads of State Summit in China later this
year.

aleil AT 6 A 7 S[ATS & el srefter 7 gt arer foverw R aFaaer 7 $mer i, Srafen
TUTAAAT AN T a¥ & 3 A deT & vadEIHt Tseregait & @y gFdes 7 A3 a forar
AT

e Sources said that in Qingdao, Mr. Singh will hold bilateral talks with Chinese Defence

Minister Admiral Dong and Russian counterpart Andrey Belousov on the sidelines
of the conference.

AT & 31e7AR, Fheraisit ¥ vty fiE, FFAe & Sax ikt @ Al vsfRve s 3wt
THFET 3¢ FeNIAIT & AT gfaqai arar HiaT|

e While Mr. Singh had met Admiral Dong during the ASEAN Defence Ministers’
Meeting-Plus in Laos last November, this will be their first exchange since the four-

day India-Pakistan conflict, where Chinese military hardware support to Pakistan
was significant.

gTelifoh Jrofeiry g A e & w3 # g§ AATeT &l AT $ doh-corq 7 vsfae
3T & Ferta #r fY, oifehet T5 sTRa-TfFeare & IR R wod & a1e s ggelt
T g1l Torae arferearer &t =il A+ SUFHI0I &1 Ageaqor T A |
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e Mr. Singh is expected to meet other Defence Ministers from SCO states such as Iran,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Belarus, while sources said no
meeting with the Pakistani Minister is on the cards.

AR ST THAEIAT 2T & &N AT § glet hr AT §, STaIfeh FAT T shgel & b
uifrEare 70 @ F1§ doF aw adi ¢

e SCO members are expected to discuss defence and security cooperation, along with
the SCO’s Regional Anti-Terror Structure (RATS) mechanism during the meet.

THHINT Wy Gt SaRT S # &I AR &I WedT, T & THAIAT & 4N el
e (RATS) W =il hr SITeah|

e Mr. Singh’s participation at the SCO conference will also be watched closely for India’s
position in the Iran-Israel conflict.

=g T3 FAE A Ty A7 Y Areier) FF o Se-sosd OY 9T IR $Y
feufa ofr sy & 2t oty

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)

TYTS YA IS (SCO)

« Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) was established in 2001.
- XUTE AFART |G (SCO) P! RITUAT 2001 H i 75 1|

« Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) traces its origin to Shanghai 5 which was
established in 1996.
- YUTE AT W3 (SCO) Bt I XuTg 5 F g8 Ut oyt R 1996 T 31 118 2|

* It resulted due to border demilitarization negotiations and talks among China, 3
Central Asian Republics (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan), and Russia.

- g AT IR 3A-NHR0r oY aratei R Iatae & uRuMRe=T i & 3man forgd
o9, 3gwq&|tn'§nvmw Prrfpad, fefifam, ik arfsifewm) ik =9
PER R

« In 2001, Uzbekistan joins and the name of the organization was changed to
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO).

- 2001 ¥ ISAfrw 31 THg § AW g3 3R TS &1 19 Seadh Q°Ts TganT
WIS (SC0) I foam |
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Shanghai Cooperation

Organization Map

B Member countries

B Observer countries
Diclog partners

B Inactive observer

Created with map

o The aim of this organization is to check the three evils extremism, separatism,
and religious fundamentalism (terrorism).

o The headquarters of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is in
Beijing.

o The second permanent body of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
is the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS).

o Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) is located in Tashkent in Uzbekistan.

e In 2017 the membership of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) was
further expanded to India and Pakistan as full members. Since 2005 India was
an observer country to Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO).

e In 2021, at Dushanbe Summit, Iran was admitted as a member country. Iran
joined Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) as a full member country in
2023 after it completes all the formalities.

o Belarus joined in July 2024.

Observer States of SCO: Afghanistan, and Mongolia.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488 _
Website : patrioticias.in

Page2 3



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

! Establishment of S5 1 Establishment of SCO

China
<azakhstan
Kyrgyzstan
Russia
Tajikistan
Uzbekistan
India
Pakistan
Iran
Belarus
Mongolia
Sri Lanka
Turkey
Cambodia
Azerbaijan
Nepal
Armenia
Egypt
Qatar
Saudi Arabia
Kuwait
Maldives
Myanmar
UAE
Bahrain
Afghanistan (Islamic Republic)

19961997199819992000200120022003200420052006200720082009201020112012201320142015201620172018201920202021202220232024

. Member . Observer |:| Dialogue partner
« Official language: Chines and Russian.

o The SCO is governed by the Heads of State Council (HSC), its supreme
decision-making body, which meets once a year.
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The unregulated drink: rethinking
alcohol control in India

Alcohol consumption significantly raises the risk of injuries, mental illness, and non-communicable diseases, including c:

incer: it is time for a National Alcohol Control Policy

and Programme that prioritises people over profit, prevention over revenue, and long-term well-being over short-term gains

Vid Kar;
Jitendra Chouksey

he safe limit for alcohol

consumption is zero ml. Yet,

23% of Indian men and 1% of

women consume alcohol
(NFHS-5). India also records one of the
highest rates of heavy episodic drinking,
with lakhs needing clinical and social
support.

Alcohol consumption significantly
raises the risk of injuries, mental illness,
and non-communicable diseases,
including cancer. Beyond health, alcohol
use is associated with aggression, crime,
suicides, and risky behaviour.

In 2021, alcohol-use contributed to
approximately 2.6 million DALYs
(Disability-Adjusted Life Years) in India,
reflecting the combined toll of premature
deaths and years lived with illness or
disability. The estimated societal cost of
alcohol-related health is ¥6.24 trillion.
Meanwhile, per capita alcohol
consumption increased by about 240% in
the last two decades, an underestimate
because nearly half of alcohol use in India
is unrecorded.

Determi of alcohol ¢

Alcohol use is shaped by a complex web
of biopsychosocial, commercial and
policy-level determinants. (i)
Biopsychosocial determinants:
Biologically, some individuals are
genetically predisposed to addiction.
Alcohol activates the brain’s reward
system making it habit-forming.
Psychologically, people drink to relieve
stress, anxiety, or experience euphoria.
Socially, urban lifestyles, peer pressure,
and glamourised portrayals in media have
normalised alcohol use. (ii) Commercial
determinants: The industry has
broadened its product portfolio with
offerings such as fruit-flavoured spirits,
pre-mixed cocktails, and other
ready-to-drink options, making alcohol
more appealing to new and younger
users. Despite legal advertising
restrictions, promotional tactics persist
through surrogate advertising, brand
sponsorships, and strategic product
placements, where the depiction of
alcohol has doubled over the past two
decades. Pubs and bars offer incentives
like ‘Happy Hours’ and free samples,
while social media algorithms subtly
amplify alcohol-related content (ARC).

The placement of liquor stores in
residential and high-traffic areas, ensures
e and everyday visibility.
Packaging shapes consumer perception -
sleek bottles, international labels, and
premium branding enhance the
aspirational value of alcohol.

Pricing ensures affordability. Indian
Made Indian Liquor (IMIL) remains cheap
and accessible to lower-income groups,
especially in rural areas, while growing

disposable incomes in cities have made
alcohol increasingly affordable for the
urban middle class.

iii) Policy is the most influential
determinant. The alcohol industry wields
significant influence over regulation,
often resisting stricter laws by
emphasising its contribution to State
revenues through excise taxes. Even bans
on advertising are undermined through
tactical marketing and alcohol persists in
public life under different names.

Alcohol regulation in India falls under
State jurisdiction, granting each State
authority over legislation, excise taxes,
supply chain, licensing and
manufacturing, sale and consumption
restrictions, prohibition, and pricing. This
autonomy has led to regulatory variations
across States.

For instance, Bihar, Gujarat, Mizoram,
and Nagaland enforce prohibition, while
Andhra Pradesh, Haryana, Kerala,
Manipur, and Tamil Nadu had previously
imposed similar bans. In contrast, some
States are now actively promoting alcohol
sales. Kerala’s new Akbari Policy markets
toddy as a “natural, traditional beverage,”
while Andhra Pradesh is introducing a
policy offering alcohol for 399 to ensure
“quality, quantity, and affordability.”
Meanwhile, some States are exploring
online alcohol delivery through platforms
like Swiggy, Zomato, and Blinkit,
contradicting efforts to restrict alcohol
access.

Alcohol accessibility

Regulation of alcohol accessibility in India
varies as equally as availability. The legal
drinking age differs across States, ranging
from 18 to 25 years. Alcohol pricing
regulation exists in 19 of 33 States/UTs,
with nine States setting only maximum
prices while others setting both

Swift action: Alcohol use in 2021 caused 2.6 million Disability-Adjusted Life Years in India. isTockPHOTO

maximum and minimum prices. The GST
Act excludes liquor from sales tax, leaving
alcohol taxes to States, often vaguely
defined in excise policies.

Compared to State policies,
national-level policies are more specific
addressing single aspects such as drunk
driving or prevention of alcohol use and
regulating supply-chain in an individual
policy. However, India lacks a unified
national policy on alcohol regulation.

Earlier, alcohol was excluded from the
National Policy on Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) 2012
despite being a common psychoactive
substance followed by cannabis and
opioids. Later, alcohol regulation was
included in the National Action Plan for
Drug Demand Reduction (NAPDDR)
2021-22 under Nasha Mukta Bharat
Abhiyan.

While the NAPDDR addresses alcohol
regulation, its demand and supply
reduction efforts are scattered across
Central ministries and State governments.
‘The Ministry of Social Justice leads
demand reduction, while supply and
harm reduction are handled by the
Ministries of Home Affairs, Finance, and
Health.

The National Mental Health Policy
(NMHP) 2014 recognised the role of
alcohol in mental illness and suicide
prevention and suggested the need for a
specific action plan. Similarly, the
National Health Policy (NHP) 2017
mentioned curbing alcohol use through
higher taxation. More recently, the
National Suicide Prevention Strategy
(NSPS) 2022 identified alcohol as a major
risk factor for suicides, advocating for a
national alcohol control policy and

to limit alcohol accessibili

The National Action Plan and

Monitoring Framework for Prevention

and Control of Noncommunicable
Diseases (NMAP) 2017-2022 also echoed
the call for a national alcohol policy.

The way ahead

Regulating alcohol is urgent but complex,
given alcohol’s deep entanglement with
State revenues, social norms, and political
interests. It is time to move beyond
short-term revenue thinking and adopt a
systems approach - grounded in both
evidence and equity. Based on the
biopsychosocial and commercial
determinants of alcohol consumption, we
propose the following to regulate
alcohol-use.

()Affordability: Alcohol pricing must
deter excessive use without pushing the
poor toward dangerous alternatives like
illicit liquor.

(i)Allocation: Health taxes on alcohol
should not disappear into general
revenues. Ear-marking these funds for
public health, combined with transparent
governance, can improve trust and
accountability - and prevent corporate
lobbying from redirecting them.

(iii)Accessibility: Alcohol access must
be curbed beyond geographic distance.
Urban policy must reduce availability in
everyday spaces to signal a shift toward
alcohol-free environments.

(iv)Advertisement: In the digital age,
“alcohol influencers” in India promote
consumption by framing alcohol
positively. Regulating this “social
surrogacy” - including algorithmic
amplification - is key to reducing social
appeal.

(v) Attractiveness: Plain packaging,
visible warning labels, and controls on
point-of-sale promotion are needed to
disrupt the cycle of normalisation.

(vi) Awareness: Public understanding
of alcohol’s health harms - especially its
link to cancer, mental illness, and
generational poverty - remains low.
Large-scale public education campaigns,
similar to tobacco control efforts, are
overdue.

(vii) Artificial Intelligence:Al tools can
detect and suppress alcohol-related
content on digital platforms and flag
misinformation. When 180 million
monthly users see health misinformation
(e.g., WebMD praising alcohol), it is clear
that digital regulation is a frontline public
health priority.

India’s alcohol crisis cannot be solved
through isolated actions or State-level
measures. It is time for a National Alcohol
Control Policy and Programme that
prioritises people over profit, prevention
over revenue, and long-term well-being
over short-term gains.

(Dr. Vid Karmarkar, is a venture building
partner at Fittr, and the founder of
Canseva Foundation.
vid.karmarkar@gmail.com; Jitendra
Chouksey is the Founder and CEO of Fittr,
a fitness company. je@fittr.com)

THE GIST

India records one of the
highest rates of heavy
episodic drinking, with lakhs
needing clinical and social
support

v

Alcohol use is shaped by a
complex web of
biopsychosocial, commercial
and policy-level determinants.
Policy i the most influential
determinant

v

Compared to State policies,
national-level policies are more
specific in addressing single
aspects such as drunk driving
or prevention of alcohol use

The Unregulated Drink: Rethinking Alcohol Control in India
AT 97 R & R fAg=or | gafdar

Alcohol consumption significantly raises the risk of injuries, mental iliness, and
non-communicable diseases, including cancer.

I FT AgeT AT Ael, ARA® Haia), ik -a=rd dot ¥ fF Fw FAR/E A

gerar g1
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It is time for a National Alcohol Control Policy and Programme that prioritises people
over profit, prevention over revenue, and long-term well-being over short-term
gain.

319 gAY & Toh v TS eRTe fagsor Aifa i Friwd ST ST S Ant .1 SefRd,
TSIET G AHATH, 31 TchTel AT & T A FITolh TS o TR |

The safe limit for alcohol consumption is zero mil.

RIS e chr FRIETT diAT o fArefeliex 21

Yet, 23% of Indian men and 1% of Indian women consume alcohol (NFHS-5).

T off, Tty st & 23% 3R Afgenait & 1% R 7 GaeT I § (NFHS-5)|

India records one of the highest rates of heavy episodic drinking, with lakhs needing
clinical and social support.

ARG & 1Y ATAT #F eR1T det T TeATT o 30 gor 2l &, el arat e
RfFcahrT 3t aEfes gerar i 3raIsdr g

In 2021, alcohol-use contributed to approx. 2.6 million DALYs (Disability-Adjusted
Life Years) in India.

2021 #, 2RI U o HRA 3 SIITHIT 26 oM@ DALY's (Fawerierar aam e siiaer a¥) 7
rareTt fea

The societal cost of alcohol-related health issues is estimated at ¥6.24 trillion.

TS A 3T FARLY FATITHT T AAISNF AT oFTe7T %6.24 R foret 3rihr a1 B

Per capita alcohol consumption increased by about 240% in the last two decades.
yfel A eRTe Aaet & TSl & gl & cITeTeT 240% H e g ¥

Nearly half of alcohol use in India is unrecorded.

R 3 QTS TdeT T STITSIT HTT FEEAT &of 78T &l

Determinants of Alcohol Consumption

IR Uad & URF

Alcohol use is shaped by a complex web of biopsychosocial, commercial, and policy-
level determinants.

NS T Vel AT-HA-HHIOIE, @@, 31 Afa-radr RO & Sfed Acas &
gafaa T g1

Genetically, some individuals are predisposed to addiction.

AT & § Fo cafdadl # aa i g gl 1

Alcohol activates the brain’s reward system, making it habit-forming.
RTS ATETSH o FATH JOITS T TlhT Xl &, FHad Tg e o7 vl &
People drink to relieve stress, anxiety, or for euphoria.

9T g, AT @ Ted I AT 3818 & T eRe O &

Urban lifestyle, peer pressure, and glamourised media portrayal normalise alcohol
use.
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(ii) Commercial Determinants

(ii) sgTaETRF uRes

¢ Industry offers fruit-flavoured spirits, pre-mixed cocktails, and ready-to-drink

options.
39T F el & FaTg aTelt R, 3-fAfAa Fiwea, iR aorra fia 2 Reer suasy
FRTT ST & |

e Surrogate advertising, brand sponsorships, and strategic product placements
continue despite restrictions.

dwfods e, 713 e, 3R Treifas 3eute geeier giaasl & s Sl 8|
e Pubs and bars offer ‘Happy Hours’ and free samples.

e 3R AR et Jitaw 3R v e S giwmd &a §
o Social media algorithms amplify alcohol-related content (ARC).

aerer HAfEAT veMRes e Gatdt GoefT (ARC) 1 9grar & 2 |

o Liquor stores in residential and high-traffic areas ensure easy access and daily

visibility.
AT AR sfiges arer 4¥aT 7 QRT B g & AT g 3R A geadr giaRed
gl gl

o Sleek bottles, international labels, and premium branding enhance the aspirational
value of alcohol.

TAFER Ao, FAWSET dae, 3N AT Fifer 2R1a H Agearaia o7 1 Jerh 2|
e Indian Made Indian Liquor (IMIL) remains cheap and accessible for rural poor, while
cities see rising affordability.

$f39e A3 339 faat (IMIL) Tt 3t gersr & amefior ardialt o o, Srafer el # @+
FIA FY &THAT 93 T L

(iii) Policy as a Determinant

(iii) T v AURF F T H

¢ Alcohol industry resists stricter laws, citing excise tax revenue.
RIS 3TN T3 FTefelt b1 faTET Il © 3R 38 391G Yok Tored J Ssar gl

e Advertising bans are undermined by tactical marketing and renamed branding.
faramraer wfaest & Yorifas Adféar 3k agena are AAHIor gaRT HASIR fHar Srar gl

e Alcohol regulation falls under State jurisdiction — States control laws, taxes, licensing,
and sale policies.
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IS TAGOT T HAFR & H AT & — ToT Fhfed, FI, AT, 3R fshr sifoat
o FoT @

o States like Bihar, Gujarat, Mizoram, and Nagaland enforce prohibition.
IR, Terra, AeRE, 3R Femrels S Tea RTEEEY o] &dd & |

o States like Andhra Pradesh, Haryana, Kerala, Manipur, and Tamil Nadu had past
bans.

3rer werer, R, 3, AR, 3R affrerrg S T & gge RIEET W e

e Some States now promote alcohol.
$E T 379 IR I Fgrar e 1 &

o Kerala’s Akbari Policy markets toddy as a “natural, traditional beverage”.
HTeTl Y HF A H ATEY T T "W faF, TRARE 9T & ®G H g far w2 g

o Andhra Pradesh offers alcohol at ¥99 ensuring quality, quantity, and affordability.
TEr W&2r H T99 H RS 3UCTSE 1S SIT TET & Alieh I[OTadl, HIAT, 3N FeroraT Fioifae Shr
ST Fh|

e Some States explore online alcohol delivery via Swiggy, Zomato, and Blinkit,
undermining control efforts.

$o T Faah, srtel, 3R Reifdre & Areas & sitarss arra Reor Hr arser 5+ @ €,

TS AT & yarg HaEs 81 @ &
e Alcohol Accessibility
QRIS Y YTl
Regulation of alcohol accessibility in India varies as equally as availability.
R # RIS Y 3Taretrdr o1 RfATHT 337 &1 fAea & Tdell gaeh! 3arstrar|
e The legal drinking age differs across States, ranging from 18 to 25 years.
Fefalt AT Y AT 37 AT A 18 F 25 9§ & o<l ot &

Alcohol pricing regulation exists in 19 of 33 States/UTs, with nine States setting only
maximum prices, while others set both maximum and minimum prices.

33 Tt/ AT wawl H {19 7 R Hed feor &7 g §, fowed 9 T o
IO aH FeT dT A &, T 377 fwas IR s Q= qea Auila a8

e The GST Act excludes liquor from sales tax, leaving alcohol taxes to States, often
vaguely defined in excise policies.

GST FTefeT R FI fasht HT { AR T &, o1 Ig o Tt & 3refier glar 8 3N 3R
aHRY At & regse @ar g
« Policy Gaps and National Plans
Compared to State policies, national-level policies are more specific, addressing

single aspects like drunk driving or alcohol use prevention and regulating the
supply chain.
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U At &1 Jefell H, T Aot it Toase g § 31K a7 & s waren, R &
3G Y NFATA, TAT TGSt AT FT FATHAT S8 Taher TGt H1 Halfed el &
« India lacks a unified national policy on alcohol regulation.
AR A T fafaasret 9 whigra Tsd Aifa &1 3rema g

e Alcohol was excluded from NDPS Policy 2012, despite being the most common
psychoactive substance after cannabis and opioids.

2012 $r NDPS Ffd & eRTE Y 918 T&@T 3141, STateh g e 3R ifsngsd & ag aed
AT FIgHIviaead 9e1 £

e Later, alcohol regulation was included in the NAPDDR 2021-22 under Nasha Mukta
Bharat Abhiyan.

STe # 2R fafag#er I 2021-22 Hr NAPDDR FSTlT # 20T HeF R ATRATeT o g
RS foham ara|

o Demand and supply reduction are divided across Central ministries and State
governments.

9T 3R Irqfet F et & gara F FETerE) AR U avERl & 9 enfa g
e The Ministry of Social Justice handles demand reduction; the Ministries of Home,
Finance, and Health handle supply and harm reduction.

AT F AT FHATer HAT A Fl STl 8, Seiieh 78, Farer AR Fareea #arera amqfet 3k
gt & FaY 1 T A B

« Policy Linkages with Health and Mental Well-being
Fareey 3R ARAS weamor & Aifa 9y

The National Mental Health Policy (2014) recognised alcohol's role in mental iliness
and suicide prevention, and suggested a specific action plan.

T AT RS T Afd (2014) F ARAE N 3T ATcAGAT A AFATH 7 IR H
AT oY TAHRT 3R Farers 1 Arstar T fAwrier
o The National Health Policy (2017) proposed higher taxation to curb alcohol use.

TS T A (2017) 7 RIS AT Ahad & foIT 3l HIrerret 1 geia fer|

e The National Suicide Prevention Strategy (NSPS) 2022 called alcohol a major
suicide risk factor, and advocated a national alcohol control policy.

USET ATCHTAT UHYTH I0TAIT (NSPS) 2022 = RS Y GHE AHTcHAEAT STAH FRF
FaraT 3R I R fagsor Aifa $r Ao $i
o The National Action Plan (NMAP 2017-2022) echoed the call for a national alcohol
policy.
TSET F AT (NMAP 2017-2022) = 3T TG QR1E Afey 7 AT 0 g
« The Way Ahead
3T T IEAT

Alcohol regulation is urgent but complex, due to ties with State revenues, social
norms, and political interests.
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feat & e @
e A systems approach is needed that goes beyond short-term revenue and is based
on evidence and equity.

Teh THT YUTTEATd §fSEHI0T AT AMBT ST FaeqhIforen ISTEd ATl I 31T Tl qIed
3R AT R IR 8|

o Based on biopsychosocial and commercial determinants, the following steps are
proposed:

Aa-mrfdE-arnfas iR affoas uRest & 3MuR ) Reafaf@d 3o gee aw ¢

Affordability
L GEGH

9
Pricing must discourage excessive use without forcing poor consumers to opt for illicit liquor.

Hod fAURoT &1 Ireaftrss Aaer O Aehetl AR, T9AT &Y T 3rader aRre 1 30T el |

o Allocation
ATaesT

Health taxes on alcohol must be earmarked for public health, not merged into
general revenue.

QRT GX 91T dTel FARLT FX I Sfef ALY & o0 I TohdT SiTelT 1T, AT
TSTEa H g7 [Aerar anfge]
e Transparent governance and allocation can prevent corporate lobbying.
reet amae 3R A sraee @ Falke ga1a FF AFH ST FHAT B
e Accessibility
q§’a
Availability must be curbed beyond geographic proximity.
stafas gt & T o eRTe 1 Iqerstrar @A i e g
e Urban policies must reduce its presence in everyday spaces.
e AT Fr e T H RIS Fr IURUTT F A AT TR
e Advertisement
ICEeC)
Alcohol influencers promote consumption by showing alcohol in a positive light.
AT THTES S8 HFRICHS T A TEJT Y AdeT Y Te1a1 &l & |
¢ Regulate social surrogacy and algorithmic amplification to reduce social appeal.

AT TATHAYeAdT 3R TeMReHd TR o AT T Ao ITHYr 7 HY|

o Attractiveness
3THYoT

Use plain packaging, warning labels, and regulate point-of-sale promotions to
break normalisation cycle.
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HTROT TS, Aaras) dad, 3T fashY T =R 1 AT T GrAwgar 1 9fmar st
UehT ST FehaT g

o Awareness
SATRTEh T

Public awareness about alcohol's link to cancer, mental iliness, and generational
poverty is low.

Fw3, Al Wor 3R DA Fr T8N & WS F T Y FTAAEHAT g FA 8|
e Launch large-scale education campaigns like tobacco control.

darg fag=or T g 93 ¥ 9x Ster e srfdamer g% v S|
o Artificial Intelligence

3 geftere

Al tools can detect and limit alcohol-related content and flag misinformation.

Al 3YFHIOT RTE-Hetf AT 7 IdT e 38 WAT X Tord & 3T T FAaHRY i
Rfgad w7 goa §1

o With 180 million monthly users exposed to health misinformation (e.g., WebMD),
digital regulation is a public health priority.

ST 18 FU3 ATfAS 3TANTFHAT FAELT F T3 I ATAHR oTd & (S8 T WebMD hr
QRIS TR, oY Ig TS ¢ for RBfoee s grdafas FareeT Y wafawdar g1

e India’s alcohol crisis requires a National Alcohol Control Policy and Programme.

IR & RIS Hehe o TolT WS R fAg=or A 31k FriFA 3maas g

e It must prioritise people over profit, prevention over revenue, and long-term well-
being over short-term gains.

g AN 19T F TIATT AN DY, TSTET F T UHATH Y, 31 810 o197 & a9
g1 Hedror F1 TTATHST & TfgU|
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'G$ Paper Ii: Foreign

istory and literature are replete with

references to not ‘shooting the

messenger’ for bringing bad news. In

Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra,
the Egyptian queen assaults a messenger and
threatens to have him “whipped with wire and
stewed in brine, smarting in ling’ring pickle”, for
bringing her the news that the Roman General
Mark Antony has married another. “I that do
bring the news made not the match,” the
messenger replies, before making a hasty exit.
Over the past two months, India’s ‘diplomatic
messengers’ too have faced an ire that is
unprecedented — criticised not for the message
they bring, but for failing to convey effectively
enough, the message New Delhi has sent out after
Operation Sindoor (May 7-10, 2025).

Criticism of Indian diplomacy

Public commentary that is critical of the Ministry
of External Affairs and its missions has focused
broadly on three counts. First, that India received
condolences and statements condemning the
Pahalgam terror attack from all quarters, but not
the kind of unequivocal support, especially from
the neighbourhood, for retaliatory strikes on
Pakistan, of the kind seen in 2016 (post-Uri) and
2019 (post-Pulwama). In 2016, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka and the Maldives
backed India’s decision to stay away from the
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
summit in Pakistan after the Uri attack. In 2019,
global solidarity with India forced even China to
back a United Nations Security Council (UNSC)
terror designation for Jaish-e-Mohammad chief
Masood Azhar. Earlier, in 2008, there was
international consensus in India’s favour after the
Mumbai attacks, when Hafiz Saeed and a number
of Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorists were designated by
the UNSC, and Pakistan was put on the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) grey list for the first
time. Instead, this time, unfavourable
comparisons have been made to Pakistan for the
lines of support it received from China, Turkiye,
Azerbaijan, Malaysia and the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC).

Second, the perception is that Pakistan has
scored some diplomatic wins, despite widespread
global understanding that Pakistan uses terrorists
as state proxies. In April, Pakistan, a
non-permanent member of the UNSC, managed
to amend the resolution on Pahalgam to delete
any reference to The Resistance Front (TRF), that
claimed responsibility for the heinous attack.

Earlier this month, Pakistan was chosen as
chair of the Taliban Sanctions Committee and
vice-Chair of the Counter-Terrorism Committee at
the UNSC, and secured loans from the
International Monetary Fund and Asian
Development Bank despite New Delhi’s
opposition. Next was the White House’s lunch
invitation to Pakistan Army chief (now Field
Marshal) General Asim Munir, despite the belief
in India that his “jugular vein” speech was a
virtual green signal for the Pahalgam attack. In
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Suhasini Haidar

India’s tough
message on
terrorism and
Pakistan will
find more
takers if it plays
to its advantage
it being a
secular, stable
and
rule-abiding
democracy

| July, as Security Council President for the month,

Pakistan will try to schedule meetings on the
India-Pakistan conflict and Kashmir, even as India
accelerates efforts to designate the TRF at the
UNSC, and place Pakistan on the FATF greylist.
India’s diplomats will be tested again.

The third aspect pertains to United States
President Donald Trump, who, despite official
denials from India, has chosen to muddy the
narrative of how the May 10 ceasefire was
achieved, hyphenating India and Pakistan in
more than a dozen public statements, and
offering to mediate on Kashmir. His latest
iteration of the comments this week, just hours
after a telephone conversation with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, and just before his
meeting with Gen. Munir, was possibly the most
blatant. Thus far, Mr. Trump’s statements,
post-ceasefire, have not had a single word on the
scourge of terrorism itself, showing just far apart
the understanding between Delhi and
Washington is at this time.

A flurry of diplomacy does not seem to have
moved the needle on these criticisms. After
Operation Sindoor, special delegations of
Members of Parliament and former diplomats
travelled to 32 countries. The most time (six days)
‘was spent in the United States. After the G-7 meet,
Mr. Modi has meetings ahead with BRICS leaders.
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar is visiting
the U.S. for the Quad Foreign Ministers Meeting
soon, after several visits to European capitals
recently. The government had not essayed such a
campaign after the 2016 or 2019 actions against
Pakistan, indicating that it too feels that
diplomatic efforts by the Ministry of External
Affairs and missions abroad have been found
wanting and need bolstering.

But much as the messenger in Shakespeare
says, India’s diplomats do not decide the message
that India wishes to send after Operation Sindoor,
and cannot be held responsible for its resonance.
Tt is necessary for the government to study the
contents of that message, the shift in geopolitical
narratives and in how India is perceived, in order
to build a more realistic assessment of how far
international diplomacy can ensure the outcomes
New Delhi desires vis-g-vis Pakistan.

The ‘new normal’

With reference to the content of the message, Mr.
Modi’s three-pronged “New Normal” has raised
eyebrows in some capitals. The first prong — ‘Any
act of terror is an act of war’ - lowers the
threshold for future conflicts, passing the trigger
for Indian strikes into the hands of any terrorist,
acting on orders on their own. The second —
‘India will not bow to nuclear blackmail” — is not
necessarily new, but has been left unarticulated
thus far because it gives the appearance of a
heightened nuclear risk for the region. The third
— India will not distinguish between state and
non-state actors henceforth — sends out an
escalatory message, indicating that the next
terror attack could well invoke ‘Armageddon’,

rather than the controlled four day conflict in
Operation Sindoor. While India’s partners have
not asked for evidence of Pakistan’s links to
Pahalgam, they look askance at other aspects —
like why India has been unable to trace the
terrorists responsible yet.

Next, it is necessary to note that global shocks
in the past few years have changed how the world
views India’s tough messaging. Take for example,
a growing number of statements by Indian
Ministers about “taking back Pakistan occupied
Kashmir” by force if necessary. These make many
of India’s interlocutors uncomfortable, given the
current number of conflicts over territorial
aggression underway, from West Asia, to Ukraine
to the South China Sea. In the light of Israel’s
retaliation for the October 7, 2023 terror attacks,
few wish to give any state a free hand for
“retribution”. New Delhi’s refusal to criticise
Russia for its invasion of Ukraine in 2022 and to
raise its oil imports from Russia in the face of
sanctions, lost it some support in the western
world, especially Europe. The Modi government’s
silence on Israel’s devastation of Gaza has also
been met with disappointment in the Global
South.

India, as Mr. Modi told Mr. Trump this week,
views terrorism emanating from Pakistan, “not as
a proxy war, but as a war itself”. India’s diplomats
have been left explaining why their stock
responses that “this is not an era of war” and that
“dialogue and diplomacy” are the only way
forward do not apply to India and Pakistan. Thus,
it may be necessary for New Delhi to rethink how
it frames its message in view of these changes,
notwithstanding the global double standards
inherent in the expectations from India.

Democracy in decline
Finally, there is need for introspection over how
the Modi government’s image itself has altered in
the world since 2019, leading to diplomatic
challenges on a number of fronts. These range
from concerns abroad over laws such as the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act, the amendment of
Article 370, Internet bans and summary arrests in
different parts of the country, and accusations
against Indian government agents of involvement
in transnational killings in the U.S. and Canada.
Questions over the broader decline in democracy
and the status of minorities within India have also
increased in the past few years. India’s
delegations abroad (Operation Sindoor) had to
field some of those questions during their travels.
India’s right to defend itself from decades of
Pakistan-backed, trained and funded terrorists is
unassailable. But carrying a tough message on
terror is easier for the diplomats tasked with the
role, if in a strife-roiled world, the government
plays to India’s advantages, and what
differentiates it from Pakistan — as a secular,
stable, pluralistic, rule-abiding democratic and
economic power.

suhasini.h@thehinduw.co.in

Blame not the messenger in India’s diplomacy

AT M FeAfa A g M AT

India’s tough message on terrorism and Pakistan will find more takers if it plays
to its advantage it being a secular, stable and rule-abiding democracy.

R FT ATdHarg 3 TFEATT 9T F3T Go2T 3AF AT IIod F Tl § IS 98 379
e fATdaT, R 3R FTeg &7 ITae FX arer AT F T A @197 37T
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o History and literature are replete with references to not ‘shooting the messenger’ for
bringing bad news.
sfaerd 3R @fgcy & 8 Ta 1t aTe g HY QI 7 &t o &S Seold Held & |

¢ In Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra, the Egyptian queen assaults a messenger
and threatens to have him “whipped with wire and stewed in brine, smarting in
ling’ring pickle”, for bringing her the news that the Roman General Mark Antony has
married another.

AFERIIT & et iR Fraarder 7, 9 &1 Wi v gd T gHe ST § 3R 30 I8 Id
R IHAFIAT & b W & T ATF UeaT A fhdl 3R & ag = foarg — “dg d #i3
ARG 3 T87F & et & =T S ) aHd 2 81

o “| that do bring the news made not the match,” the messenger replies, before making a
hasty exit.
“& Hael JATIR ST g TaTg 181 T, g STaTe &l & 3R STl § <ell ST 8

o Over the past two months, India’s ‘diplomatic messengers’ too have faced an ire that
is unprecedented — criticised not for the message they bring, but for failing to convey
effectively enough the message New Delhi has sent out after Operation Sindoor (May
7-10, 2025).

oo &Y 7 7 HRA & ‘Fesiifas gal I # FHEYS TARTSAAN T HIHAT AT G857 — 3og
3 EeRl & ToIv 7T afceh 78 fereelt SaRT A 1T F&er HT JAHTe Go1 F Y o FT I
T 3Tell=retr Sietelt usl, faawer 3itaeret fAgY (7-10 #S, 2025) & &1G|

Criticism of Indian diplomacy

HRAT FHealifar ¥ Areiterar

o Public commentary that is critical of the Ministry of External Affairs and its missions
has focused broadly on three counts.

feer Farery AR e TAIGT Y AT et qTell ATdsTioteh ETUTOral HET &9 F it
fRigait R Foa W &l

e First, that India received condolences and statements condemning the Pahalgam
terror attack from all quarters, but not the kind of unequivocal support, especially from

the neighbourhood, for retaliatory strikes on Pakistan, of the kind seen in 2016
(post-Uri) and 2019 (post-Pulwama).

Tgell, R Pl T AT gHe W HAGATT 3R e a1 ar ey, aifhe wifreaa aww
Srard gl & fov, Trae gsi 3t @, 2016 (38 F a18) 31N 2019 (JoramT F a15) Sl

TS GAAA g1 A
e In 2016, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka and the Maldives backed
India’s decision to stay away from the SAARC summit in Pakistan after the Uri attack.

2016 3 38 A & TIC TR, T, HHIMFATAT, *hert R AT o arferearsT 7
IS AT FFAS U I 6! & Hcl & el T AL o 2|
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In 2019, global solidarity with India forced even China to back a UNSC terror
designation for Jaish-e-Mohammad chief Masood Azhar.

2019 3 81Xl o WY ATk Tehofedll & Tolcl et T oY WYFT TS JI&T gRwe (UNSC)
AN SIRT-U-RIGFAG THE AHEG HoAeT ! JATciehardl Bl el T FHLT e usT|
Earlier, in 2008, there was international consensus in India’s favour after the Mumbai

attacks, when Hafiz Saeed and Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorists were designated by the
UNSC, and Pakistan was put on the FATF grey list for the first time.

SHY UgeT 2008 H HTE ! & 91 R & Y&T H HAWISET HeATA o1, ST gTithat WG
3R FRHT-T-dFaT & 3R It S UNSC garT AfAd fohar o AR wifeeder &1 qgelr

I FATF &Y 9 foree & srar a7

Instead, this time, unfavourable comparisons have been made to Pakistan for the
support it received from China, Turkiye, Azerbaijan, Malaysia and the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC).

58 fa9did, 58 aR TifFeare @ Aia, g, srerdee, Fafr 3K searfas wgar
TS (OIC) A TR WL &l il SR $Y TelaAT H AHRIcH JorelT i 15|

Second, the perception is that Pakistan has scored some diplomatic wins, despite
widespread global understanding that it uses terrorists as state proxies.

GENT, Ig RO & TET § o TIfRealet o e Totel (e WheraTy gIidiel 1 &, Sidich g
dRaF T @ 1 ¢ a8 Icwarieal F1 3TN TT A 3 T FIAT L

In April, Pakistan, a non-permanent member of the UNSC, managed to amend the
resolution on Pahalgam to delete any reference to The Resistance Front (TRF), that
had claimed responsibility for the heinous attack.

¥l A, WY g Y& IRue 1 I-FArh §EE T gl & AT TfrEaret o ggernH
TEATd H T X f6am 3R 398 & g WSeEH we (TRF) & 3eord@ ger fear, safe 3at s
38 giord garel i SFAgRy o Y|

Pakistan’s Diplomatic Advances and India’s Challenges

aiferEarer 1 Fealifas dea 3R aRa At Ftfaar

Earlier this month, Pakistan was chosen as chair of the Taliban Sanctions
Committee and vice-Chair of the Counter-Terrorism Committee at the UNSC, and
secured loans from the IMF and ADB despite New Delhi’s opposition.

S AN BT @3 H HYF g JI&T IRwe (UNSC) # arferarer afcsrer afafa v areger
3R sraarg fadvers afAfe w1 sureger wifrearer s g o2, 3R srdvaTs 7 v @
For 3f 9T TR, 71§ freelt & faver & Srace |

Next was the White House’s lunch invitation to Pakistan Army chief General Asim
Munir, despite the belief in India that his “jugular vein” speech was a virtual green
signal for the Pahalgam attack.

g dTe; qIfhEcTell AT GHE STaler IHA FAR I sgrse 139 @ SI9eT HIeT &7 fe=or
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e, STfeh R & g AT 12T foh 3eTehT "SIITeIX 3T ATell HIYUT geldl gHel o folv U
YR T Felipiar 2|

e In July, as Security Council President, Pakistan will try to schedule meetings on the
India-Pakistan conflict and Kashmir, even as India accelerates efforts to designate
TRF at the UNSC and place Pakistan on the FATF greylist.

TS H, ST qifhateT YI&T TRYE FT HEYaT g7, I6 HRA-91F Fa¥ IR FAR | do5
IMANTIT FLA T FIfRALr I3, Fafh IRT UNSC A TRF &Y A1fAT 31 3R FATF fr
faree A TIfFearT ®¥ enfAe e & 9IF 9T F ET 8

¢ India’s diplomats will be tested again.

AR & TTaTfda T fT o et gefr)

Trump’s Hyphenation of India and Pakistan

TFY G@RT AR AR Tt : o 71y t@a i ggfay

e The third aspect pertains to U.S. President Donald Trump, who, despite official
denials from India, has chosen to muddy the narrative of how the May 10 ceasefire
was achieved, hyphenating India and Pakistan in more than a dozen public
statements, and offering to mediate on Kashmir.

TR Tg o] IANFY Tegufar Serres TFT A SE1 R, Segiel IRA & IAFINF & &
STaSG 10 #$ FY WerdFaRmT 1 Gishar 1 (e lel 3R AR T Tfhears Ht v &Y ave #
dlaa arel T goie ¥ ITOF TATAT 3 FRAR W ALITAAT 1 I T B

o His latest iteration of the comments this week, just hours after a telephone
conversation with PM Modi, and just before his meeting with Gen. Munir, was
possibly the most blatant.

$H HCATE, TUTAHAA AT @ BT W AT & $© Hel a1g 31N et AAR § FaATaa & S
qgel, TFT I arer feoqufY emae 319 de i g9 Tase 2|

e Thus far, Trump’s statements, post-ceasefire, have not had a single word on
terrorism, showing how far apart the understanding between Delhi and Washington
is at this time.

379 do TSR F 91 o9 & R it a1 & rdware #1 v $f) Ieaw A1 8, oy
IE T T ¢ 7o 380 T et 3R arfirest & drer wwsr & fraah gl &1

Operation Sindoor and Diplomatic Campaign

sitaeret gy 3R Fehfaw srfdanr

e A flurry of diplomacy does not seem to have moved the needle on these criticisms.
A Fesifas afafafert off s et 1 7 F@ A T6 76 @8

o After Operation Sindoor, special delegations of MPs and former diplomats travelled
to 32 countries.
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sitaversT Rigy & a1, wiwel 3R O TRt ¥ R vfaffesa o 32 dut @ ek
R

The most time (six days) was spent in the United States.

T AOF TAT (5% &) wgFa Uo7 IARFT & famr |

After the G-7 meet, PM Modi has meetings ahead with BRICS leaders.

G-7 WFAHA & ST TUTART MY T BRICS Ad13it & A1 do gearfad g1

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar is visiting the U.S. for the Quad Foreign
Ministers Meeting soon, after several visits to European capitals recently.

fareer 75t v, SRR BT € A s Uy werenfarat & @R & d1e 319 SToq &Y Fars fAader
w3t Y S5 & fow sARFT ST W@ B

The government had not launched such a campaign after the 2016 or 2019 actions
against Pakistan, indicating that even it feels that diplomatic efforts have been found
wanting.

TIHI Y 2016 T 2019 FH IIfFEATT & TS FIEE & 91 VET IS TR T Termram
T, it ATl & Toh Feahifas sarat i Ft 7eqy & = @ 8l

Limits of Diplomacy

e 1 dard

But much as the messenger in Shakespeare says, India’s diplomats do not decide
the message that India wishes to send after Operation Sindoor, and cannot be held
responsible for its resonance.

ifehet SIAT Tob AFATAAT F G o gl AT, HRA & TSAATAF Tg WA T g1 A b
3ToRereT gy & ST $TR ST TS AT el &, 3R 5k 9811 & T 3¢ Fowater =igh

BT ST bl

It is necessary for the government to study the contents of that message, the shift in
geopolitical narratives and in how India is perceived, in order to build a more
realistic assessment of how far international diplomacy can ensure the outcomes
New Delhi desires vis-a-vis Pakistan.

TIHR 1 AR o6 a8 3 Fawr Y oY, s et 7 aeema 3R R $r
dRTs ofa o1 3reas Y A I aveafas Aeaise [har off @ & e Fedfa
fhe &g doh YR &I I & daer & aifed IRomH e Tt g

The ‘New Normal’

With reference to the content of the message, PM Modi’s three-pronged “New
Normal” has raised eyebrows in some capitals.
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S8 T QT T ATHAT & Tedh &, Feressit A FT Ae-Faliy “ofar g ey 5o
dfRaew oAt & Rrar & fawg s g

The first prong — ‘Any act of terror is an act of war’ — lowers the threshold for
future conflicts, passing the trigger for Indian strikes into the hands of any terrorist.

UEeT ded — ‘AT HT FrS 3t FATS I Y FATS & — ATaST & Fol T ggelier H
FH FaT ¢, TaD fFaY sft aFar) & 17 F ARAT FRATE A =Tt Tl ST B

The second — ‘India will not bow to nuclear blackmail’ — is not new, but its
articulation heightens nuclear risk for the region.

GERT — ‘SR GIHTY] Selhaiel & 3T AGT AT — AT 781 8, AfeheT ST Yahe T H 3T
& YIATI] G HT ITRAHT TGcl1 &

The third — India will not distinguish between state and non-state actors — sends
out an escalatory message, indicating that the next attack could invoke ‘Armageddon’.

T — ARG 39 T 3 IR-TT At & i 3aT T8 FEM — UF IASF Fhd
&ar &, for g Ig 3y giar & fF 379Tel gl ‘HATAST T HRUT 9T bl ¢

While India’s partners have not asked for evidence of Pakistan’s link to Pahalgam,
they look askance at why India has been unable to trace the terrorists responsible
yet.

Fol &1 T & ATHERI ¥ TgeNH 3 IIRFEreT Y HAST & TATT 61 AR §, I $H N A4
#1 e @ a@a § % 9w ansf aF govarat 1 ggart A #T aran|

Global Shocks and India’s Message

ARTF e 3R IR FTHSA

It is necessary to note that global shocks in recent years have changed how the
world views India’s tough messaging.

g TS &) A & T Tt & auf & RGP sl F 7R & w8 weell Fr IRTF arom i
ged e @

Statements about “taking back PoK by force” make India’s interlocutors
uncomfortable, given ongoing conflicts in West Asia, Ukraine, and the South China
Sea.

“FAAH PoK aTqH i’ SIY SiVOTTY (R & HATGETAT3 Y 3T/ SeATcll 8, TTHR A
gferar af¥esr vl e, 3R af@ror e arR & Fest & S1 R

India’s silence on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and increased oil imports, lost it
some support in Europe.

ool IT T & JTHAVT G AR Y Fodt 3R Tl 3 7 AT o1 F A o AT A F&
qHYe G|
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The Modi government’s silence on Gaza has also led to disappointment in the
Global South.

ST & §§ TETEr I AN FIAR HY Jodt 3 37 R gfaor 7 famen 3caT g5 &

Contradictions in India’s Message

R & T3 A afaer

India views terrorism from Pakistan “not as a proxy war, but as a war itself”’, but
diplomats are left explaining contradictions in India’s own usage of dialogue and
diplomacy elsewhere.

R IITRETT § et aTel HTceharg 1 “TaftHE ey g, afesh aedfas e AT &,
et TIT! It Tg TASTA # FToas g § & 37 8131 7 9 “Fag 31k Fehfa”
T Tl T &, TR TG A8 |

It may be necessary for New Delhi to rethink how it frames its message, given the
global double standards and shifts in international expectations.

% feeal &l =R T 1% a8 v werer A weqgfa W gafdar X, vt dfRaw QY ATt
3R AT 3qeTsit F weera 1 ST gul

Democracy in Decline

CICER: RTRIC

There is a need for introspection over how the Modi government’s global image has
changed since 2019, causing diplomatic challenges.

2019 ¥F 9T¢ ¥ A GIHR AT ARG Sfa 7 5 IR AT 8, 3Hb Feld 3cUeel Feailad
getfaat o fRiaer #f sravgsar ¢ |

Concerns include laws like CAA, the abrogation of Article 370, Internet bans, arrests,
and alleged transnational killings in the U.S. and Canada.

RT3 & AT T AfAfATsT (CAA), 3e7=ae 370 g4, $eaie gfaar,
PREaRET, 3R AR 3R FA1E1 7 ARSI gt H ¥ wiacaar anfFe g
Questions about the decline of democracy and status of minorities in India have
increased in the past few years.

R H At HY FARrae 3R sreaweast f ufa 1 da gare Roa o a6t A a3 ¢
India’s delegations abroad during Operation Sindoor had to field such questions.
3raereT RG o SRret 1R & fadelt wfafafdersat s 08 weatt 1 |mere e 3|
India’s right to defend itself from Pakistan-backed terrorists is unassailable, but

diplomats will be helped if India is seen as a secular, pluralistic, rule-abiding
democracy.

qifhEare GRS STaFarfaal & 39T T919 FI6T FT AR &1 30ER Afdae &, T
uaaﬁaﬁaﬁugﬁaréﬁﬁmwﬁﬁhmmaﬁwm,w,ﬁw
IR ANhdd & &I F SW@T ST
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Exiting refugee status, getting back dignity

India and another in Sri Lanka, have

brought into focus the issues of
repatriation and the local integration of Sri Lankan
refugees who have been living in Tamil Nadu for
over 30 years.

First, the Supreme Court of India had refused to | T.Ramakrishnan
interfere with the verdict of the Madras High
Court, which, in 2022, reduced the sentence of a
refugee from 10 years to seven years — he had
been convicted under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

The convict, who had given an undertaking to
the High Court that he would leave India on
completion of the sentence, had approached the
Supreme Court with the intent of settling down in
the country, citing personal reasons, as he had
completed the sentence. In its hearing, the
two-judge Bench made an oral observation that
“India is not a dharamshala (free shelter)” to
entertain refugees from all over the world. It was a
remark that came as a shock to refugees as Indian
courts, on many occasions, have been empathetic
towards them.

In the other development, a septuagenarian
refugee, who returned to Sri Lanka on his own
after spending years in Tamil Nadu, was detained
by the authorities, much to his dismay, on his
arrival at Palaly airport in Jaffna, the headquarters
of the Northern Province of Sri Lanka. The reason
was linked to the ground that he had left the
country “without valid documents”. He had been
detained despite the Chennai office of the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees facilitating his
repatriation.

He was released after a furore. Sri Lanka’s
Transport Minister and the ruling Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP)’s senior leader Bimal
Rathnayake responded swiftly by stating that the

T wo recent unrelated developments, one in

India’s policy
treatment with
respect to Sri
Lankan refugees
on the one
hand and
Tibetan refugees
on the other

is stark

remand was due to “the automatic application” of

law to persons who had emigrated through a
“non-legal” port. He promised the community of
immediate action to change the policy.

Different circumstances, different policies
Close to 90,000 Sri Lankan refugees have been in
Tamil Nadu, within and outside rehabilitation
camps. Though Tibetan refugees, numbering
around 63,170 people, have been in India longer,
there are at least a couple of differences between
the two. In respect of Sri Lankan refugees who
came to India between July 1983 and June 2012,
organised repatriation took place till March 1995.
But there has been no such exercise in the case of
the other category, as the influx of the two groups
of refugees was under entirely different
circumstances. Unlike Tibetan refugees who have
been settled in different States including
Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Arunachal Pradesh and the Union Territory of
Ladakh, almost all the Sri Lankan refugees have
been settled in Tamil Nadu, barring some in
Odisha.

In fact, the fundamental difference between
the two can be seen in the manner in which the
Union Ministry of Home Affairs handles the
matter in its annual reports. In the case of Sri
Lankan refugees, the ultimate objective is of
repatriation to Sri Lanka, while such language is
not used with respect to the Tibetans. In the case
of the Tibetans, the Union government
formulated the Tibetan Rehabilitation Policy
(TRP) in 2014, with no such document for the
other group despite its larger numbers. The TRP
also talks of an extension of welfare schemes to
the community, an aspect that the Tamil Nadu
government has been practising for years with
respect of Sri Lankan refugees.

As the policy document lays down a
framework for productive engagement of the
refugees — either under government schemes
including the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme or in the private
and non-government sector in chartered
accountancy, medicine and engineering — similar
means can be extended to the Sri Lankan
refugees. Even though nearly 500 young refugees
in Tamil Nadu have got engineering degrees,
hardly five per cent of them have found jobs in
their disciplines as private companies, especially
IT firms, are reluctant to employ them. If the
Union government, without disturbing its
traditional position on the repatriation of Sri
Lankan refugees, can formulate a policy for this
category of refugees too, they would find the
move beneficial.

Live up to the theme
As it is over 40 years since the first batch of
refugees came from Sri Lanka, it is time that the
larger society debates how long the rehabilitation
camps, which account for two-thirds of the total
refugee population in the State, will continue to
be maintained in the country. However well
intentioned governments at the Centre and in the
State may be, the tag of being a refugee is not an
aspect that a person with self-respect can cherish.
Repatriation and local integration should form
part of a package of durable solutions to be
worked out by the authorities in consultation
with all the stakeholders including Sri Lanka. The
focus this year on World Refugee Day (June 20) is
“solidarity with refugees”. It is a theme that can
be meaningful to them only if they lead their lives
with honour.

ramakrishnan.t@thehindu.co.in

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Trump’s claims

United States President
Donald Trump’s repeated
claims over Operation
Sindoor are a clear
indication that Mr. Trump is
unsure of himself (Page 1,
“India will never accept a
mediation: PM to Trump”,
June 29). The American
President’s claims are only
a ploy to assume
importance and proclaim
that he is very influential in

shaping world events.
C.G. Kuriakose,
Kothamangalam, Kerala

The ideal setting

We need to thank the
central government for
implementing a new rule
standardising
air-conditioner temperature
between 20° C and 28° C.
When air conditioners are
set at unnecessarily low
temperatures, they work

harder, drawing more
power, leading to higher
bills and faster wear and
tear. According to the
Bureau of Energy Efficiency
(BEE), every 1° C increase in
an air-conditioner set point
can cut energy
consumption by up to 6%.
A modest adjustment in set
points may seem
inconsequential in the face
of India’s vast cooling
challenge. Yet, when

‘multiplied across millions
of units in households and
offices nationwide, it signals
a quiet revolution — one
that can help secure a
cooler, greener, and more
sustainable future for all.
The government’s move
reflects the need to
optimise our response in
ways that are technically
sound and socially just’

R. Sivakumar,

Chennai

Paddy procurement

| am writing this letter to
highlight the poor state of
the paddy procurement
management system in
Bargarh district of Odisha.
Farmers are facing
numerous difficulties due to
delays in procurement, the
lack of transparency, and
inadequate support from
the authorities concerned.
The situation is causing
significant hardship to the

Exiting refugee status, g_e_tting back dignity
ot fEufa @ srex awarer, aflaAT Y amad

India’s policy treatment with respect to Sri Lankan refugees on the one hand and
Tibetan refugees on the other is stark.

TR Y slterrts ROt 3l fasadt eronf¥at & 9fa #Aify & vase sa7 &

o Two recent unrelated developments, one in India and another in Sri Lanka, have
brought into focus the issues of repatriation and local integration of Sri Lankan

refugees who have been living in Tamil Nadu for over 30 years.
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farming community. Timely
procurement is crucial for
our livelihood, but the
system is not running
smoothly, resulting in
financial losses and distress
among farmers.

Mukesh Kumar Sahu,

Bijepur, Bargarh, Odisha

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the full postal
address and the full name or
the name with initials.
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AT FHTH A oh Fed, I 3SR fohar g, St affereg 7 30 awf @ srF aaa A W W@ e

Judicial remark in India

IR & =21 feoquft

e The Supreme Court of India had refused to interfere with the verdict of the Madras
High Court, which, in 2022, reduced the sentence of a refugee from 10 years to seven
years — he had been convicted under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act.

HRT & Hafed FR—TAT o 2022 H A 34 ~A-—TAT & 39 0T # §5d81T & SR
Y T&aT, TSTE# Teh QROTTT T 10 |Ter AT FAT Y 7 |iel F AT 71241 — 518 IRt
afafafer (Qum) srfafaws & aga g sgrr 3= am|

e The convict, who had given an undertaking to the High Court that he would leave India
on completion of the sentence, had approached the Supreme Court with the intent of
settling down in the country, citing personal reasons.

QT o 3T AT Y Jg MRATHA T AT o a8 FoIm T gt W $IR BIS &M, A fehet
31 SATFAI FROI T gaTell SHT HRA H THA Y FHAT F oo FIE 1 7@ 6|

e The two-judge Bench made an oral observation that “India is not a dharamshala (free
shelter)” to entertain refugees from all over the world.

ar STait 1 s =¥ HifGeh feoqul T o “0Re 1 eraferrar ¢t @7 S gfarm st & eronfdat
T QRO & Th |

e It was a remark that came as a shock to refugees as Indian courts, on many occasions,
have been empathetic towards them.

Ig feoaolt eronfiat & fore sres o #3ifer SR 3reTered 3rFaT 37 i weTepstfarqet
@I gl
Detention in Sri Lanka

et & R

o A septuagenarian refugee, who returned to Sri Lanka after spending years in Tamil
Nadu, was detained by the authorities at Palaly airport in Jaffna.

Tsh qo) gt erond, St vt affraarg 7 wer & are e dler, 3§ ST F gere g6
3133 W foraa & foram arm|

e The reason was that he had left the country “without valid documents”.
HROT g AT foh 381 ¢27 3 geamdsi & &= ssr 2|

e He had been detained despite the Chennai office of the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees facilitating his repatriation.

39 A ol RIrEd & o IR 519 JUATHHIHR F Aoe1§ FATrT o 38ehT aradt Y sqaedr
1 ot
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o He was released after a furore.

fare & a1g 39 Rer & e |

e Sri Lanka’s Transport Minister and JVP’s senior leader Bimal Rathnayake said that
the detention was due to “automatic application” of law for emigration through a non-
legal port.

AerT F qREger #aA 3R Fdt F aRss Aar fawrer T F gl i B A
TEE & STRT Farw” & AT FefeT & “Faet: ALY & FROT gS |
o He promised immediate action to change the policy.

3egid Al Igelet & AT c@aRa FRATS FT arer fhar|

Different circumstances, different policies

e Close to 90,000 Sri Lankan refugees have been in Tamil Nadu, within and outside
rehabilitation camps.

FTITEIT 90,000 e oMt gorate RATRY & 3rex AR R afeag A @ @
o Tibetan refugees, numbering around 63,170, have been in India longer.
frsaet eRomr, ToieTehT T STererer 63,170 &, HRA & SATeT §HT ¥ E @ &

e Inrespect of Sri Lankan refugees who came to India between July 1983 and June
2012, organised repatriation took place till March 1995.

it sitciats ot TS 1983 F ST 2012 & e R T A, IoTehT HaTfSe ATt AT

1995a$§é2fr|

o But there has been no such exercise in the case of Tibetan refugees, as the influx of
the two groups was under entirely different circumstances.

olfehet fereardlY eROMTAET & Aol 7 THT 1§ HTAST ¢ §IHT, FNeh IoF aledl Tefgh b
sare G a3 W arerer aRFeufaat & gam am
e Unlike Tibetan refugees who have been settled in Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh,

Uttarakhand, Arunachal Pradesh and Ladakh, almost all Sri Lankan refugees have
been settled in Tamil Nadu, barring some in Odisha.

STeT faeael eRONTAAT 1 Fates, AT T&2T, FTRIES, IFFoMad Yo 3R Fgga 7
ST 91T &, FET oreraT {eft siieiers eomedt affieang A 54 8, 3o A d o 8

Fundamental Policy Differences in Refugee Treatment

RoTfEAT & ufer Afeera sqaer & Aersa sraw

« In fact, the fundamental difference between the two can be seen in the manner in which
the Union Ministry of Home Affairs handles the matter in its annual reports.

aTEcd #, 3o aleil o ST T HAS[d IR HEIT I[E HATIT CarT 39e11 arfd Rt o fore
T g & QT I TohdT &
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In the case of Sri Lankan refugees, the ultimate objective is of repatriation to Sri
Lanka, while such language is not used with respect to the Tibetans.

sfrersts RN & AT 7 3fAF 3ecT slteer arad §, STafe faeadr aonfdiat &
HeeT # T AT G Tt Bicil|
In the case of the Tibetans, the Union government formulated the Tibetan

Rehabilitation Policy (TRP) in 2014, with no such document for the other group
despite its larger numbers.

forsardlt eronfat & forw &g TR &1 2014 #F fsaclt gaatw Aifer (TRP) s=118, STafe s
A ) TET 3F gl F d1a[g 315 AT XHT HIS GEAAS AL &

The TRP also talks of an extension of welfare schemes to the community, an aspect
that the Tamil Nadu government has been practising for years with respect of Sri
Lankan refugees.

TRP # FATOTHRY Frtan3it & faear &1 a1 &1 718 8, f5r9 affeeng awwr avf @
sNeerrs aROTFIAT & FeaT 7 ATe] A 37 W 2

Scope for Broader Inclusion in Welfare
HEITOT A SIS FATAL HT FHTGAT

As the policy document lays down a framework for productive engagement of the
refugees — either under government schemes including the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme or in the private and non-
government sector in chartered accountancy, medicine and engineering — similar
means can be extended to the Sri Lankan refugees.

Srar s A gxarast eronfT i scurgs weieRY & forT TR a1 § — 18 I8 AgIeAT
eft ISERr ArHTOT ISR IIRET AT Afgd AIHRT Aottt 7 g7 37 fasit iR d-award
&Y F S o arés e, Rafthaar 3R seifaaRer — 3t & cyavar shesg eronfdwt
% forT &iY &7 ST T@ehdlt 8

Even though nearly 500 young refugees in Tamil Nadu have got engineering degrees,
hardly five per cent of them have found jobs in their disciplines as private companies,
especially IT firms, are reluctant to employ them.

glelifeh AfAeIATg 3 Sra7873T 500 Far aRonfdT & gohferafer Bt urca &1 §, Afhet s @
el 9T Ffaerd I &Y 3% &7 & TR Felm § Fifw el ufaat, v &7 3 argdh
B, 3¢ gerd & # i §)

If the Union government, without disturbing its traditional position on repatriation of

Sri Lankan refugees, can formulate a policy for this category of refugees too, they
would find the move beneficial.

afg g AFR, Aeirs RoNTSAT Hr qRule argw Hifa & Ssors e foar sg @t & fav
it vk AfY 91 TF, O T FeH 37 [T ATHFHRY 29|
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Time for Reflection and Long-term Solutions

Rraer 3 rdemifors TATHT &1 9A T

As it is over 40 years since the first batch of refugees came from Sri Lanka, it is time
that the larger society debates how long the rehabilitation camps, which account for
two-thirds of the total refugee population in the State, will continue to be maintained
in the country.

Ifer Aot A gt ot @7 Y 3MT 40 ¢ F 37 g 70 &, 39 FHY AT IR fH
HATS # A€ TEW & % T  Fol RO ey 3 aX-fver$ ey 1 o gu g
R 1 31 fovdsr To7r a6 s=11T W@ Sree|

However well intentioned governments at the Centre and in the State may be, the tag of
being a refugee is not an aspect that a person with self-respect can cherish.

AR &g 3R T TR v ofy werery it o gf, et gier Hr ggareT var FE Ee
Tt & ToIE IS ATeH-HFAT T@R aTell ST IiE Ha |
Repatriation and local integration should form part of a package of durable

solutions to be worked out by the authorities in consultation with all the stakeholders
including Sri Lanka.

Y 3 AT FATE T o TURN AT F $Far o1 REar gl g, T siierer
afga w3l RauResi & T FGaR-faAeT X grae gant IR S S arfgu|

World Refugee Day and the Need for Dignity
fareg eroneff g sitv afar it sraegwar

The focus this year on World Refugee Day (June 20) is “solidarity with refugees”.
58 a¥ o faea ot feaw (20 SfeT) 1 fie & — "aRonfAY F |rer whSear |
It is a theme that can be meaningful to them only if they lead their lives with honour.

g A it w1 g Aohdll § ST d 39T SirdeT IIRAT & 1Y ST T |
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Russia warns U.S. against ‘military
intervention’ in Iran-Israel conflict

Kremlin has not provided military support to Iran with Putin pitching himself as a possible mediator in the war; he adds

that Iran has not requested for help and says the strategic deal between the two countries did not guarantee military arms

Agence France-Presse
MOSCOW

ussia on Thursday
Rwamed the United
States not to take

military action against
Iran, amid speculation ov-
er whether Washington
will enter the war along-
side Israel.

Israel launched an un-
precedented wave of
strikes at Iran last week, to
which Tehran responded
with missile and drone
attacks.

Moscow is one of Iran’s
most important allies and
has deepened military
cooperation and inked a
strategic partnership
agreement just months
ago.
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Skeletal structure: The building of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Broadcasting in Tehran that was hit a few days earlier by Israel. Arp

But the Kremlin has not
provided military support
to Iran in the face of Israeli
air strikes, and Mr. Putin is
pitching himself as a possi-
ble mediator even as he
condemns Israel.

“We would like to par-
ticularly warn Washington
against military interven-
tion in the situation,” Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry’s
spokeswoman Maria Zak-
harova told reporters.

Ms. Zakharova warned
any U.S. military action
“would be an extremely
dangerous step with truly
unpredictable  negative
consequences”.

Russia has for years
been a key actor in West
Asia, managing to main-
tain warm relations with all
major players in the
region.

But the fall of key ally
Bashar al-Assad in Syria
last year, and Israel’s war
in Gaza — which Mr. Putin
has repeatedly raised con-
cerns about — have threa-
tened to dent that position.

Despite their close mili-
tary ties, Mr. Putin said
Iran had not requested mil-
itary help in the week since
Israel launched its attacks.

“Our Iranian friends
have not asked us about
this,” Mr. Putin said in res-
ponse to a question at a
late-night televised press
conference in Saint Peters-
burg. He also pointed out
that the treaty signed in Ja-
nuary was not a mutual de-
fence pact and did not
oblige either side to pro-
vide arms or assistance.

Asked what steps Russia
would take if Iran’s su-
preme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei was assassinat-
ed, Mr. Putin said: “I don’t
even want to discuss such a
possibility.”

His spokesman said la-
ter on Thursday that Russia
would be prepared to send
humanitarian aid, if re-
quested to by Tehran.

Russia warns U.S. against ‘military intervention’ in Iran-Israel

conflict

T of $UA-3o IS Y F ARSI 1 AT g7 & @aArw

CGICCIKAS

Russia on Thursday warned the United States not to take military action against
Iran, amid speculation over whether Washington will enter the war alongside

Israel.

T o FAR Y WIFd Tod FARFT F $T & e e FRATE 7 Fa Y Aaraah &,
Fif% aTRIeTEA & SoIse & WY Jou # WA g1 Y el oo W@ Af

¢ Israel launched an unprecedented wave of strikes at Iran last week, to which Tehran
responded with missile and drone attacks.

FINTSH =1 ool HTdTE §X0eT TN 3@ §o7el fohT, foresh STare 7 deie o famse siv
g gHat & ufafsrar &

e Moscow is one of Iran’s most important allies and has deepened military
cooperation and inked a strategic partnership agreement just months ago.

AR $ F HEY AGeaqul WA 7 & Ueh § 3R 38 &7 & F W7 Wgar h! Forr
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3R orEfas aEieY gasita W gedeR o)

e But the Kremlin has not provided military support to Iran in the face of Israeli air
strikes, and Mr. Putin is pitching himself as a possible mediator even as he condemns
Israel.

QAftheT AT o ST &aTs GHe & ATTolg &I H J7 Fgra 781 & § 3R yfos ge
P Ueh GTIAT ALATT & FT H U I B &, Hl &Y I8 SoRISol I 3T o 3 &

o “We would like to particularly warn Washington against military intervention in the
situation,” Russian Foreign Ministry’s spokeswoman Maria Zakharova told reporters.

wHY fader FaTery Y gaerar ATRAT ST@RET A T9hRT § el, ‘67 AT &9 & qifdares i
AT gFAAT & @ATh AdTael) ST e &1

e Ms. Zakharova warned any U.S. military action “would be an extremely dangerous
step with truly unpredictable negative consequences”.

STERIET & IATdeAT & foh TART FT P15 o AT FRATE ‘98¢ WAATH HEH ol fordsh
TRRTcAS IROMA T g fAfRad g

o Russia has for years been a key actor in West Asia, managing to maintain warm
relations with all major players in the region.

& aNt & qRaH T H v Ageaqut AT e T6T § 3R 5w aTF & welt vy valt &
TS {AY TATC W &

o But the fall of key ally Bashar al-Assad in Syria last year, and Israel’s war in Gaza —
which Mr. Putin has repeatedly raised concerns about — have threatened to dent that
position.

ifehet Treel ATt TRAT & W@ FEANIM TR HT-3AS FT I 3R ITAT H IS HT
Iewr, fod A gfatet aR-aR f&far 57 99 §, 7 30 Rufa & FaeR e S e T 2

e Despite their close military ties, Mr. Putin said Iran had not requested military help in
the week since Israel launched its attacks.

Ft e waet & aras[e, YfaeT o gl 6 &0 o SIS & gAE! & 91G & T Wodlg A
F1$ A7 A AT AFN T

e “Our Iranian friends have not asked us about this,” Mr. Putin said in response to a
question at a late-night televised press conference in Saint Petersburg.

gfarer o de diedtast 7 3T T A 9 Fiethd H Teh FalTel o STaTe 7 g, “FAR S A=t
o 58 aR H gAY IS 3R +AET fhar g1

e He also pointed out that the treaty signed in January was not a mutual defence pact
and did not oblige either side to provide arms or assistance.

3ogiel g o Tse fohar o STaadl & gearetRa afer v o va1m wasitar 787 oY 3ikk
s fdt off gaT X g A1 Weraar &ot Y areyar g7 2t

o Asked what steps Russia would take if Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
was assassinated, Mr. Putin said: “I don’t even want to discuss such a possibility.”
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heH 3STTIT, ot Gferet o sher: “H T HaTra=tr 9X =it 8fY g1 et =rgar”

His spokesman said later on Thursday that Russia would be prepared to send
humanitarian aid, if requested to by Tehran.

3eTeh TdeRll o IFAR Y 16 3 gl Toh TR AGUT I FIAT 8, Al T AT Fgraam
sroreY 3 Rr ST g
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India FDI slid 1.8% in 2024, share in capital formation
declining
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7. Japan back to long-term LNG deals on Al boom, energy
plan

STATeT A TIHTE T AHR FaAT ANeTelT & Tl Gralord TelTeton!
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8. Strike-hit Arak heavy water reactor was part of Tehran’s
nuclear deal
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What the WHASs landmark resolution on skin
diseases means for global health and equity

Monisha Madhumita

On May 24, 2025, something un-
precedented happened: for the
first time in history, the 78" World
Health Assembly (WHA) unani-
mously adopted a resolution titled
‘Skin diseases as a global public
health priority’. This long-overdue
resolution marks a significant shift
in how the world understands skin
health, not only as a cosmetic is-
sue, but as a core component of
global public health, social equity,
and human dignity.

The road to this resolution was
paved through years of advocacy,
cross-sector partnerships, and ir-
refutable data. Despite affecting an
estimated 1.9 billion people world-
wide, skin diseases have remained
chronically underfunded and ne-
glected, especially in low- and mid-
dle-income countries. This land-
mark resolution, jointly sponsored
by Cote d’Ivoire, Nigeria, Togo,
and Micronesia, and others, sup-
ported by the International League
of Dermatologic Societies (ILDS),
the world’s largest alliance of der-
matology organisations marks a pi-
votal moment in recognising skin
diseases as a global public health
priority.

It reflects a growing global re-
cognition that skin health is central

Skin diseases affect 1.9 billion globally
but remain neglected. IsTOCKPHOTO

to the well-being and dignity of
populations across every region.

The urgency of this resolution is
especially pronounced in low-re-
source settings where dermatolog-
ic care is inaccessible and stigma
remains high. Folakemi Cole-
Adeife, consultant physician and
dermatologist at LASUTH (Lagos
State University Teaching Hospi-
tal), Nigeria, underscores the sig-
nificance of this moment. “This
historic step will be positively pivo-
tal for skin healthcare worldwide,”
she says. “Skin diseases, though of-
ten overlooked, carry immense
morbidity, stigma, and socioeco-
nomic burden, particularly in
LMICs (low and middle income
countries).”

She adds that the ripple effect of
this resolution must extend global-
ly. “It compels us to ask why so ma-
ny common skin conditions still go
untreated, why dermatology train-
ing remains limited in frontline
health systems, and why stigma
persists, particularly for diseases
visible on darker skin tones. In In-
dia and Africa, where the burden
of pigmentary disorders, fungal in-
fections, and neglected skin dis-
eases is immense, this resolution is
an opportunity to push for better
access, culturally competent care,
and research that reflects diverse
skin types. It’s time we reframed
skin health as a public health
issue”

The regional reality
The significance of this resolution
is being deeply felt across South
Asia, West Asia, and Africa - re-
gions represented by Rashmi Sar-
kar, Regional Director of the ILDS.
She is one of the leading voices in
pigmentary disorders and global
dermatology policy. She says
healthcare funding has traditional-
ly prioritised chronic diseases of
internal organs, often overlooking
skin health, despite its significant
physical, psychological, and eco-
nomic impact.

“Skin diseases are deeply tied to

a person’s self-esteem and oppor-
tunities,” Dr. Sarkar notes.

“Stigma around visible condi-
tions including vitiligo, psoriasis,
or chronic infections leads to ex-
clusion not just from medical care,
but from employment and society
itself.” She sees the resolution as a
pivotal tool to correct these dispar-
ities.

For India, the WHA resolution
arrives at a crucial time. With one
of the highest dermatologic dis-
ease burdens globally from chron-
ic inflammatory conditions to fun-
gal infections and pigmentary
disorders, India stands to benefit
immensely from global recogni-
tion and domestic reform.

This is a chance to integrate skin
care into public health infrastruc-
ture, strengthen research on skin
of colour, expand dermatology
training at the primary care level.
(Dr. Monisha Madhumita is a con-
sultant dermatologist at Saveetha
Medical College, Chennai.
mail.monisha.m@gmail.com)

a

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with
the subject ‘Daily page’

WHA'’s Landmark Resolution on Skin Diseases
cadT A I WHA &1 ¥fagiRs 9&deT
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On May 24, 2025, the 78th World Health Assembly (WHA) unanimously adopted a
historic resolution titled ‘Skin diseases as a global public health priority’. This
was the first time in history that skin health was recognised not just as a
cosmetic issue, but as a critical part of global public health, social equity, and
human dignity.

24 7€ 2025 F) 78T faeT TarEeT §HT (WHA) & da+afa @ v agif@s yeae aikda
R ST o o1 "caa A9t Y ARTF FEaSTAF TAELT NTATAFAT F T F ATTIAT |
Ig gl IR AT ST oo TR Y Faol VlGd T AGET o ATHT deaeh qrast e
TARELY, AT WATIdT, 3 Atera AT & st I14m)

e This resolution was the result of years of advocacy, collaboration across sectors, and
undeniable global data. Although skin diseases affect nearly 1.9 billion people
worldwide, they have remained underfunded and neglected, especially in low- and
middle-income countries (LMICs). The resolution was jointly sponsored by Céte
d’lvoire, Nigeria, Togo, and Micronesia, and was strongly backed by the International
League of Dermatologic Societies (ILDS).

g IEATT gut I 9§, ag-mmw,wmaﬁaawﬁrgﬁwqﬁwm%l HEIED
T 3T AT X F oIaTsHaT 1.9 IR Wl bl TTfaeT &t &, e o I sreufamaifa i
3ufeia @ &, @t e 3l Aeas 3y arer 32t 7| 39 yEdg Y FIe g 3rsaR,
ATSSAT, 21T 3R ATHATRIAT & Fgerd &9 @ WA fomar a1 3R 38 gexarererer offer

3% sATCIATToTS BIATSENST (ILDS) T Hted FHT Jred AT
e The resolution highlights that skin health is central to the well-being and dignity of

people across all regions. Its urgency is especially relevant in low-resource settings,
where dermatologic care is limited and stigma is widespread.

Ig Y& STl © foh oot FaIeey g3 &1 H w1l o Fedror 3R WAt § 537 &1 T8 faQw
TG O FHF GHTE aTel 8131 & 37cATITS &, ST8T cadT S@HTT AT & 3R Felw a9 &
3 e g3 g

e Dr. Folgkemi Cole-Adeife, a dermatologist at LASUTH, Nigeria, called this resolution a
pivotal moment for global skin healthcare. She noted that skin diseases carry a huge
burden of morbidity, stigma, and socioeconomic hardship, particularly in LMICs.

LASUTH, siTg=NRar &Y caam Te1 [Aw = ST, Wierda) F1d-3r35% o 39 9&did & dRa+
TIGT FAELY SWHTA & fow v 4701 hgl| 3eaiet ad1T o cadm A9 & FI0TdT, FHeiah,
3R aEnfoF- e Fidargat 1 57 S1sT ST 81T §, W st R Fee I A
e |

e She questioned why so many common skin conditions still go untreated, why

dermatology training is missing in primary health systems, and why visible
conditions, especially on darker skin, still carry stigma.

3ogiel ATl 3BT foh Scfet TR ATH cadT AT 37T 37 faaAT elter 47 38 &, A

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

PageSO

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
Je LAS YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.panio:icias,?n ONTA ° 9971 932488

T Fereh 4l AlE B

e In countries like India and across Africa, where pigmentary disorders, fungal
infections, and neglected skin diseases are highly prevalent, this resolution offers a
chance to improve access, promote culturally appropriate care, and enhance
inclusive research on all skin types.

R 37 3RYeRT S oIl &, STgT ToTehel TAhI, Harel 0T, 3R SR caelm Wer SgT
3TH €, Tg TEATd STAR Y g GUR, Faeerefier S@aiTer 711, X T3t 9hr Y caram o
QYer Y FeraT o FT AW B

o ltis now time to recognise skin health as a key part of public health.

3T HHY 3T IAT & [ a1 FAELT &l At e TR 1 Teh HgcdquT TeEdT Al ST

e Inthe South Asia, West Asia, and Africa regions, the resolution has great relevance,
as noted by Dr. Rashmi Sarkar, Regional Director of ILDS and a prominent figure in
global dermatology.

efaror wfdra, afResr v, 3R i &t & Ig SEaTa 3cdd IrE i 8, S 6 ILDS
&1 & faders st IRA TFR A Fe, S dRaw car Rfraar & v e v 8

¢ She said health funding has long focused on chronic internal diseases, ignoring the
psychological and economic burden of skin conditions. She highlighted that skin
diseases affect a person’s self-esteem, employment, and social inclusion, especially
in the case of visible conditions like vitiligo, psoriasis, or chronic skin infections.

3ogil el foh Tareey AT 1 €1 o FFT A drdahifare ATafie W ) IQT &, Saih
9T I F ARAF 33 31 F wstma ¥ ASHT Fr IS § | Iwia garAT ok ca=T Qv TR
IfFd F IMeATFATST, VSR, 31T AR THTAAA Y TSI il &, AT & &
Rfefa, aRafaw, ar dwfas caar @A & Al 7|

e This resolution is a chance to correct these inequities. For India, which bears one of the
world’s highest burdens of skin disease, this resolution is timely.

Ig SETd ST FHATAAIA bl LR T Teh AR §| AR, ST61 e W9t &7 3R Fow
W FaH 40 g7 8, AT I8 geara sfa ag wamn g

e It can help integrate skin care into public health systems, promote research on skin
of colour, and build dermatology capacity at the primary care level.

I TEATT cadT SWHTS FT Aol feieh TAELT YUNTAAT H S5, gL 9T Y caar |
JTHUT T SoTdT o, 3R YT fAeh T IR =T AT GTAAHT T HTT el H Feg Y
b ¢
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Capital charter
Delhi needs to solve the infrastructure
deficit and the housing crisis

Minister of the National Capital Territory

(NCT), Rekha Gupta seems to have more
agency and resources to address Delhi’s infras-
tructure issues and economic woes. The gover-
nance deficit seen during the previous govern-
ment led by the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) due to
political differences with the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) government at the Centre is noticea-
bly absent now. Interacting with a cross-section
of society at The Hindu Mind, a platform for lead-
ers from all fields to converse with curious
minds, Ms. Gupta said that she wanted to be
known as someone who is dedicated to resolving
the daily problems of the people of Delhi. Pro-
blems abound. From electricity to education,
transportation to public infrastructure, and sew-

N early four months into her tenure as Chief

age treatment to water availability, there is a lita-
ny of issues that plague the national capital. Ms.
Gupta blamed the previous AAP and Congress go-
vernments for the situation. It is true that the
AAP’s style of governance provided succour to
the poorest segments, but shallowed out the pro-
mise of Delhi as an investment destination and an
enabler of the middle-class dream for housing fa-
cilities and jobs. AAP used Delhi as a staging post
of its chief Arvind Kejriwal’s electoral ambitions.

That said, no incumbent can succeed by blam-
ing predecessors. The one in charge currently is
the one answerable. Ms. Gupta said the Minto
Bridge underpass in Connaught Place in central
Delhi would no longer flood in the rains, and she
was proved right this week when the city re-
ceived a heavy downpour. But numerous other
places in the city were waterlogged, and this is
just a small part of the challenges. Ms. Gupta said
all the water logging points in Delhi have been
identified, and a nodal officer has been put in
charge for each of them, who will be accounta-
ble. This must be enforced strictly. Haphazard
and unpredictable land use regulations over the
decades are one of the main reasons for Delhi los-
ing out to surrounding places as a destination for
housing and office space. The land pooling policy
in the capital which has been meandering, now
needs to be urgently streamlined and implement-
ed. Thousands of people who have invested their
hard-earned money with the dream of a house in
Delhi cannot be punished for policy confusion
that is not their fault. Schooling in Delhi needs to
have predictable regulation, and both private
and public schools must follow standards. Huge
disparities in school educations can have cascad-
ing ill effects for the society. Freeing up Delhi’s
so-called agricultural land for planned develop-
ment must be a priority, and the Chief Minister
seems to be cognisant of this. Ms. Gupta said a
new Master Plan for the city will account for all
these, and the fact that the BJP is in power at the
Centre, NCT and in all Municipal Councils of Del-
hi will make things easy. It is a great chance for
Ms. Gupta to lead a definitive transformation of
the national capital.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Capital charter: On Delhi, its infrastructure

TrereTedt ByoTTa: et 3t swdhr giaamd ax=en

Delhi needs to solve the infrastructure deficit and the housing
crisis.

feeelt Y gAY e i Folt 3R JraTw THE Y g FIAT g

e Nearly four months into her tenure as Chief Minister of the NCT, Rekha
Gupta seems to have more agency and resources to address Delhi’s
infrastructure issues and economic woes.

TAHIET S FAEIHAT & TG H Hrdehlel & I TR AN a1, T@T T o arH
fereelr & 31gea=T 3R 3T dwhel & fuea & forw 31 3ifeR 3R
T Tl 81 &

o The governance deficit seen during the previous AAP government due
to political differences with the BJP at the Centre is noticeably absent now.

g H ATt & TSI ATHET o HRUT AT AIHR & GRTeT QT ATH HTeT,

319 TqSC ¥ H AT g |

¢ At The Hindu Mind platform, Ms. Gupta said she wanted to be known for
resolving the daily problems of the people of Delhi.

g g ATgs Fe o) A I A e Tk g feeelt & el i Sfereh wereamsit
g e aTell AdT & F9 H ST SATeIT ITgar &

¢ Problems include electricity, education, transportation, infrastructure,
sewage, and water availability.

FHEATT 7 faorelt, Rvaw, aRags, srgataan, dae, 3R st suerstrar anfae
gl

e Ms. Gupta blamed previous AAP and Congress governments for the
current state.

A aredr & adAT R & fore qd & 3 i wiEe aeanRT S ard sga|

e AAP’s governance helped the poor, but weakened Delhi’'s image as an
investment hub and provider of housing and jobs.

HTT T AT IET F TIT TGS IET, AfheT [Eool hI fder &g 3T 39 9 VSR &
Tt AET I BT I HHAAR HAT

e AAP used Delhi as a launchpad for Arvind Kejriwal’s national ambitions.

T o feeelr T 3RTAE HerdIarer I TSI AGcarhie3il & forw YRIAF Ja & 9 7 39T
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e Current leadership cannot succeed by blaming predecessors; they are answerable
now

IAHTA ScJed shael Aalcial &l Al Gl el w161 &1 Hehd; 39  STATERE o |
e Ms. Gupta claimed Minto Bridge underpass wouldn’t flood, and she was right during
this week’s heavy rain.

A aredT o et o et farer 37T A STersrra =T8T 8191, 3R SH HCaTg 1 der aTiRer
g Tl T g5

e However, many areas in Delhi were still waterlogged.
gTeliteh, feelr %ao—éaﬁﬁaﬁfrafrm'g’ml

o She said all waterlogging points have been identified, with nodal officers made
accountable.

3egiel gl foh el T g Tl hT IgaTel i off 18 & 3T 37 fov aAtser e
fogerd fhT 1w &
e This accountability must be strictly enforced.

$H STATeIce! ol H3T¢ F o1 fohar Sirer =g v

o Delhi's unplanned land use is a reason it lags behind nearby cities for housing and
offices.

feeelr 1 srcaafeya sffdr 3T 58 3mar 3R FrETET & fav 3ra-ura & aed & IS

@ gl

e The land pooling policy must now be urgently streamlined and implemented.
iz gfdier Aif =1 319 aerTer w7 & sgafPyd 3 Ay fhar Ser =g

e Thousands who invested in housing projects should not be punished due to policy
confusion.

AT AST=3it # AT ey aTer gTRT N9l ol AT HA & HROT Sf2a AGT fovam Frar
Uyl

e Schooling in Delhi needs clear regulations, and both private and public schools
must follow norms.

feeel 71 fRram gomrel & fore Tuse st &1 s B, 31k sl a e w5l Qe &
HTeTehT T YTeleT el AR T

+ Wide inequality in school education can harm society in the long term.
Tqer R # AT IWATAAT FHATS FI Ereiehifoieh & W AT Tg el Fehcl ¢ |

e Agricultural land in Delhi must be freed for planned development, and the CM is
aware of this need.

feel 1 F¥ qf3Y 1 Asremracy fFFm & fov Ford e =gy, iR gegai 50
TR I GHST &

e A new Master Plan will consider these issues; with BJP in power at Centre, NCT, and
Municipal Councils, coordination is easier.
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o1 AREE, Tl Sof FGa! bl AT F WA, Frgr, ToAHIEY, 3R o ferat & et 7 @ &

HROT GHGT AT g
e This is a great opportunity for Ms. Gupta to lead a major transformation of Delhi.

Ig G a[ea & v ool & a3 aRader &1 7gT JawT g
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Why India should address its propulsion gap

Is India overly reliant on imported engines? What happened to the HF-24 Marut, Indias

irst indigenously designed fighter jet? Why has the Kaveri engine project

not been able to come to fruition? How is India affected by foreign engine supply delays? Is only the Indian Air Force affected by such dependency?

EXPLAINER

Rahul Bedi

The story so far:
here has been growing
excitement in military and
industrial circles over the
fast-tracked indigenous fifth
generation stealth Advanced Medium
Combat Aircraft (AMCA). Touted as a
multi-role fighter with super-cruise
capability, internal weapons bays,
advanced avionics, and diverter-less
ntakes enhancing stealth and
relmblll(y the AMCA is being hailed as a
milestone in Indian aerospace history.
However, a dose of historical realism is
warranted particularly since India has a
persistent propulsion gap, and is overly
reliant on imported engines. Nearly seven
decades of fighter development reveal
cautionary lessons, starting with India’s
first indigenously designed fighter jet, the
HF-24 Marut (Spirit of the Tempest).

‘What happened to the HF-24 Marut?
Launched in the 1950s by Hindustan
Aeronau imited (HAL) under famed
German engineer Kurt Tank — designer of
several WWII Luftwaffe fighters — the
twin-engine, swept-wing Marut was, like
the AMCA, an ambitious project of its
time. Sleek and capable of transonic
speeds, it embodied post-colonial India’s
drive for self-reliance and entered service
amid high hopes in the late 1960s.
However, the Marut never reached its
full potential, not because of design flaws,
but entirely due to its underpowered
British Bristol Siddeley Orpheus 703
turbojets. Although Tank had envisioned
amore powerful engine, it never
materialised, leaving the Marut’s
performance underwhelming. And, while
it performed reasonably well in
ground-attack roles during the 1971 war

Long-term vision: Three HF-24 Marut aircraft of the IAF ﬂymgm formation cverRa;pa(h New Delhi. THE HINDU ARCHIVES

operational use.
/\ I'EV]Vd] attempt in 2016, in

with French engi alk
Snecma (linked to offset obligations (rom
the IAF’s Rafale deal) also collapsed. A
parallel proposal by its partner Safran to
co-develop a new engine for the Tejas
MkIl and AMCA met a similar fate,
reportedly rejected by the DRDO due to
institutional pride.

Meanwhile, Kaveri's failure forced the
Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA),
responsible for the LCA’s design, to adopt
the U.S.-made General Electric (GE)
F404-IN20 afterburning turbofan engine
(producing 78-80 kN of thrust) around
2004. Although barely adequate —
restricting Tejas’ payload and

on the western front, its
limitations ultimately proved crippling.
HAL produced only 147 of these
high-maintenance, low-output fighters,
which were eventually ‘number-plated’ or
retired by 1990.

Indian Air Force (IAF) veterans who
flew the Marut consistently cited the lack
of a powerful engine as its Achilles” heel —
highlighting the enduring reality that
high-end fighters live or die by propulsion
technology. Engines, after all, are not
mere technical parts but the core of
sovereign aerospace capability, shaping a
combat aircraft’s power, range, and
mission effectiveness.

Did India develop its own engines?
Following the Marut’s disappointing
engine performance, the Defence
Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) assigned its Gas Turbine Research
Establishment (GTRE) laboratory in 1989
to develop the Kaveri GTX-35VS
afterburning turbofan for the Light
Combat Aircraft (LCA), which had been
under design development since 1981-82.
Over the next 35 years, GTRE spent
around ¥2032 crore, as of 2020, on the
project, but without success. Despite
producing nine full-scale prototypes and
four core engines — logging over 3,000
hours of ground testing and 73 hours of
flight trials on an Ilyushin IL76 flying test
bed in Russia — the Kaveri failed to meet
the LCA’s performance bx

high-angle-of-attack ilities — the
engine was eventually approved by the
IAF, which inducted two Mk1 squadrons
from 2015 onwards, with one squadron
operating without full operational
clearance, nearly 34 years after the LCA
programme’s inception.

How is India affected by engine
dependency?
India’s engine dependency issues
resurfaced recently when GE delayed
delivery of 99 F404 engines by 13 months
for the upgraded LCA MKIA ~ a lighter,
more capable variant equipped with an
Active Electronically Scanned Array
(AESA) radar, advanced electronic
warfare suites, and mid-air refuelling
capability. Under a $716 million contract
signed in 2021, engine deliveries were
scheduled to begin by March 2024, but
the first power pack arrived only in April
2025, as part of an initial batch of 12
expected by the end of the year. GE ci(cd
“unprecedented supply chain pressures,”
including disruptions from suppliers, as
the cause for the delay, but for Indja it
the MK1As it by
deferrmg it further.

This triggered sharp criticism from Air
Chief Marshal A.P. Singh, who publicly
rebuked HAL for chronic slippages in
fighter deliveries amid a steep decline in
IAF combat strength from a sanctioned
42.5 fighter squadrons to around 30

asserted that wars are won by equipping
the military, not merely planning for the
future.

Simultaneously, HAL's negotiations
with GE to locally manufacture the more
powerful GE-F414 engine (90-96 kN

Cummins Advanced Combat Engine. The
Navy too depends wholly on foreign
propulsion systems — Russian, Ukrainian,
French, German, and U.S. engines — that
power all its indigenously designed and
built frigates, destroyers, auxiliary

thrust) — intended for the LCA Mk2 and vessels, troop carriers, corvettes, and fast

mmally the AMCA Mk1 - too has hit a anack craft. India’s all-round engine
Iblock. The deal, d during across land, and

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 2023 U.S. | naval platforms is critical to ensure

visit, has reportedly been stalled by GE’s

demand for an additional $500 million

over the original $1.5 billion agreement.
More critically, GE appears unwilling to

share core engine like

strategic autonomy and enhance military
capability.

How important is autonomous engine
2

single-crystal turbine blades, thermal
barrier coatings, and advanced cooling
systems, all of which are vital for boosting
engine durability and thrust. HAL
continues to demand full technology
transfer, but industry insiders point out
that such proprietary know-how,
developed at great expense, is rarely
shared by global engine makers. Talks,
however, are still ongoing.

Both the LCA MK2, which is
under-development, and the initial AMCA
MkI models are expected to rely on the
F414 as a ‘stopgap’ powerplant, pending
finalisation of the deal. The ADA is also
scouting for a 110 kN-class engine for the
AMCA MK2, potentially via a joint venture.
Intermittent discussions with France’s
Safran and the U.K.s Rolls-Royce have so
far yielded no concrete outcome.

Aircraft engine development is vital for
India to achieve aerospace autonomy and
strategic self-reliance. Disruptions in
foreign engine supplies delay production
like that of the LCA MKIA, hampers
upgrades, and restricts exports as that
would necessitate third-party approvals.
The U.S., France, and China are able to
assert dominance in global aerospace
markets as they have harnessed
indigenous propulsion.

However, for India, mastering
advanced jet engine technology is not
merely a prestige project but is crucial to
sustaining military readiness, ensuring
credible deterrence, and insulating its
defence sector from external shocks and
g,lohal polmul vagaries. Without this core

2 India’s broader in
aviation and defence exports risk

And, while these may
serve as a short-term workaround, it
reflects the same external engine
dependence that had crippled the Marut.
Consequently, a cross-section of IAF
veterans and aerospace experts warned
that unless India developed an indigenous
engine to power future AMCA blocks, the
programme risks being held hostage once
again to geopolitical whims.

How much is India dependent on
external engines?

India’s external propulsion sourcing
extends well beyond aerial platforms,
affecting the Army and Navy as well, both
of which are exclusively reliant on
|mpor(ed | power packs or foreign engines

struggled with thrust-to-weight ratio,
reliability, and thermal

under sustained high-performance
conditions. Though spinoff versions were
proposed for tanks, ships, and
locomotives, none have so far entered

now ready to be future- rcady, Mr. Singh
said at the CII Annual Business Summit in
New Delhi on May 29. Citing HAL’s blotted
history of missed deadlines, he bluntly

hmarks. It Further red loom with d and built under
two ILgdL‘y MiG-21 Bis’ squadrons slated licence. The Army’s Arjun Main Battle
for . “We need to be Tank, for example, is powered by the

German MTU MB838 Ka-501 diesel engine
paired with RENK RK-304 transmissions,
while the recently trialled Zorawar Light
Tank uses the U.S.-origin 1,000hp

I comp

A broad spectrum of defence experts
and IAF veterans contend that India’s
failure to develop advanced jet engines
transcend technical hurdles and are
fundamentally a political challenge.
India’s defence funding remains
fragmented, largely focused on short-term
projects, rather than being driven by a
long-term, strategic vision.

1f India is genuinely committed to
closing this glaring capability gap, mere
slogans like Atmanirbhar Bharat will not
suffice. Achieving true autonomy in
engine technology demands
comprehensive structural reforms,
unwavering political will, and the
cultivation of an innovation ecosystem

sector participation, academic research,
and defence R&D institutions into a
cohesive and competitive framework.
Rahul Bedi is a veteran journalist based
in New Delhi and Chandigarh specialising
in military, defence and security matters.

Why India should address its propulsion gap
HR Y IHTAT TONGST WIS FT FAT T HIAT AT
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Launched in the 1950s by
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL) under famed German
engineer Kurt Tank —designer
of several WWII Luftwaffe
fighters — the twin-engine,
swept-wing Marut was, like the
AMCA, an ambitious project of
its time.

v

India’s engine dependency
issues resurfaced recently
when GE delayed delivery of 99
F404 engines by 13 months for
the upgraded LCA MKIA.

v

India’s external propulsion
sourcing extends well beyond
aerial platforms, affecting the
Army and Navy as well, both of
which are exclusively reliant on
imported power packs.
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There has been growing excitement in military and industrial circles over the fast-
tracked indigenous fifth generation stealth Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft
(AMCA).

H=1 31X St a¥at F A & Rl &) @ Fadeh grwdt i & weou 3eaa aeaw
3T FAATT (AMCA) FY AFT 95t ScqFdT a@t oI W 81

Touted as a multi-role fighter with super-cruise capability, internal weapons bays,
advanced avionics, and diverter-less supersonic intakes enhancing stealth and
reliability, the AMCA is being hailed as a milestone in Indian aerospace history.

FI-FoT &THAT, AR §AIR ¥, 3oar viadifaay AR sgadv-aw graifas sgacaw
SIET FAQNAI3T & Feorel 38 AU BT I HRAT TIEIE Terd # TF Hiel 7 9o’
AT ST IET 8

However, a dose of historical realism is warranted particularly since India has a
persistent propulsion gap, and is overly reliant on imported engines.

glelifen, Teh Maeriie Temdare Sl & it ok #F 31ef off eeTar wotleet #r w7l ¥ 31
Ig rafad el W s A g

Nearly seven decades of fighter development reveal cautionary lessons, starting with
India’s first indigenously designed fighter jet, the HF-24 Marut.

ST W SARI F 31 AT Ry & Aarasit s Faw Aol §, [STeht YT AR &
yge Tt FBomser are s AT, HF-24 A% @ g 8|

What happened to the HF-24 Marut?
HF-24 AT & |1 AT 32

Launched in the 1950s by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) under German
engineer Kurt Tank, the twin-engine, swept-wing Marut was, like the AMCA, an
ambitious project of its time.

1950 & g% # Rgrar vaieFw faffies (HAL) garT e selifaar &¢ 8% & aidea
# & T o efaer-gorer, T¥dies-far Ar%a, 38 9T 1 T Agcarnial g an|

Sleek and capable of transonic speeds, it embodied post-colonial India’s drive for
self-reliance and entered service amid high hopes in the late 1960s.

T a1fy 7 Teta 3R 3w T e stafAafe sRa F are A srcafAsiar fr
JATRT&TT ST Tdleh AT 31T 1960 a;aema;mﬁﬁﬁaﬁ%rrﬁrargml

However, the Marut never reached its full potential, not because of design flaws, but due
to its underpowered British Bristol Siddeley Orpheus 703 turbojets.

gTelifoh, FHTed T 3 37ofY I &THCT deh LT TE AT, SHRT HRV] s 7 @t A7 Y,
dfesd 3T AR fafeer farea Rz 3ifbhaw 703 esfae s A

Although Tank had envisioned a more powerful engine, it never materialised, leaving
the Marut’s performance underwhelming.
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grenifes & o arftrer erfFaermelt gorer 1 FHouer 1 oY, Afehet a8 FHefl TR 8T &1 G,
o8 ATE T YeeleT HHASR 1§ a7

It performed reasonably well in ground-attack roles during the 1971 war on the
western front, but its propulsion limitations ultimately proved crippling.

Ig 1971 F I o R TiRTHT AR R A33-31F A1t 7 3T yeeher vz o,
oifeheT SHEAT JUiEeT HIATT IHd: T ey g5 |

HAL produced only 147 of these high-maintenance, low-output fighters, which were
eventually retired by 1990.

HAL & & 147 30 T@@TE, FH T3TYCT A3 AT 1 3cdres 3, foeg 3ida: 1990
o ¥aT | geT e I

IAF veterans who flew the Marut cited the lack of a powerful engine as its Achilles’
heel, showing that high-end fighters depend critically on propulsion technology.

A 33Te aTe! ArGAAT o TETITGl o SHeh FHAR FoTeT I HAT I ST TR T3 FHAN
S, St g geifar § & seata wrsr R geaa: gones awies W s ¢

Engines are not mere technical parts but the core of sovereign aerospace capability,
shaping a combat aircraft’'s power, range, and mission effectiveness.

FeT haol deheilehl 3USUT 81 ald, dfedh I UL TIRIEAH &THAT F AT AUR gId 8, ST
fenely 8fY SrsTep Tareret hr erfdar, e 3T Prerer wemmarefierar &t e &< €1

Did India develop its own engines?

FIAT AR o 3 TAF & S0 [Ah AT fFU?

Following the Marut’s engine problems, the DRDO tasked its Gas Turbine Research
Establishment (GTRE) in 1989 to develop the Kaveri GTX-35VS afterburning
turbofan for the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA).

ATec T SoieT Hatll FHAEAT3N & a1G, DRDO o 1989 3 309e1 I @18 IgHTT farsar
(GTRE) &l AIT3€ HIFae TIRFHIFE (LCA) & [T H1adY GTX-35VS HToeIa ot caftheT
el #et &1 w3 din|

GTRE spent around ¥2032 crore (as of 2020) on the project over 35 years, but without
success.

GTRE & 38 YRITSTT 9T 35 auT & 1978797 ¥2032 FUT (2020 doh) T [, Afhd d1§
AEedT A1 HalT|
It produced nine full-scale prototypes and four core engines, logging over 3,000

hours of ground testing and 73 hours of flight trials on an llyushin IL-76 test bed in
Russia.

gHe! a1t qut AT & Wielersy 3R IR FR §9 91T, fSsterT 3,000 € & 31w 1 7133
fEear 3R 73 g Fr 3377 T8T0T T H llyushin IL-76 ¥ a8 W fHam Im=m|

The Kaveri failed to meet the LCA’s performance benchmarks due to issues with
thrust-to-weight ratio, reliability, and thermal management.
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A ARHT T 31 THEAT |
Though spinoff versions were proposed for tanks, ships, and locomotives, none
have entered operational use so far.

gTelifeh 3% FEUT3HTH HEHIOT ¢, STgTer 3R S0 & foIv gEarfad forw arw, Aifha w1 st
I T TATelsT A g1 3T

A revival attempt in 2016 with French engine-maker Snecma (as part of Rafale deal
offsets) also collapsed.

2016 # B SoreT fARTAT FAFAT & A (Al HS & HHAT & T H) qASA AT Fa
HT 91T 3 _Awer g |

A proposal by Safran to co-develop a new engine for Tejas Mkll and AMCA was
reportedly rejected by DRDO due to institutional pride.

HTHTT ST A1l MKl 3T AMCA & foIT 51T $oiet Hg-RAs e ¢l &7 w&dd DRDO
GART HEATT 3EFR & FROT IFNFR FX form arm|

Meanwhile, Kaveri’s failure forced ADA to adopt U.S.-made GE F404-IN20 afterburning
turbofan (producing 78—80 kN thrust) around 2004.

=g oI, H1ad T famerdr 3 ADA F TARST GE F404-IN20 3TFeIafeter eafther (78—80

kN ) Sl 2004 & HTHITH YT & foIT AT fohar|

Though barely adequate, it restricted Tejas’ payload and high-angle-of-attack
capabilities, but was eventually approved by IAF.

IE o1t far 3maeas SIwel T ¥ or, [ dorw Y Ytz 3R 3T o7 gAa A
aTHTe A g 973, Y o7t 39 37ad: IAF & #wsd &

Two Mk1 squadrons were inducted from 2015 onwards, with one operating without
full operational clearance, nearly 34 years after the LCA programme’s inception.

2015 % a5 & Mk1 FFaTSl QA T 91T, ToTetel & Teh ot aREmere et & fae
HTfeI E31T, STafeh LCA ST Y YEIAT & 11T 34 A a1 I §31T

How is India affected by engine dependency?

T ST U Fovsivar & F4 wsnfaa gar @2

India’s engine dependency issues resurfaced recently when GE delayed delivery of
99 F404 engines by 13 months for the upgraded LCA Mk1A.

3R T S fASIAT T TATAIT g7 &7 7 AT AT 3113 I GE A 99 F404 ST Y

2ol 1 13 A & fAT LCA MK1A & T fasifed s e

The Mk1A is a lighter, more capable variant equipped with AESA radar, advanced
electronic warfare suites, and mid-air refuelling capability.

Mk1A T goat IR 31Tl et ¥aeor 3, Forael AESA T8R, 3++d saiagiiae Jau
yonferat, 31T gar & $ue s Y sTHaT |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 8



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

e Under a $716 million contract signed in 2021, engine deliveries were scheduled to
begin by March 2024, but the first power pack arrived only in April 2025 as part of an
initial batch of 12 expected by year-end.

2021 ¥ gEARTR $716 AT & reaer & e, Sofail i STall A 2024 F Y& glait
oY, Aifehet ggar uTaR ¥ Saer 3riter 2025 F 37T, S aY & 3 I 3T Tl 12 Forall &
IR A S T REaT 4|

e GE cited “unprecedented supply chain pressures”, including supplier disruptions,
as the cause for the delay.

GE & &3 &7 SROT "3r3{@qd Imqfet s{@ar gara” 3R 3mqfeiadr saaure samr|
e ForIndia, it jeopardised the Mk1A’s commissioning by deferring it further.
3R & faT, sq?rMMAa?rawﬁerﬁﬁraﬁaﬁTmﬁgcmﬁmﬁml

o This triggered sharp criticism from Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh, who publicly
rebuked HAL for chronic slippages in fighter deliveries.

ST g A1 9@ .. [T F 3R A e rergen g3, Feglal HAL $t o9mmar & &
faT rdeifas w7 & weFrT|

e He pointed to a steep decline in IAF combat strength from 42.5 sanctioned fighter
squadrons to around 30 presently.

3glel ST foh aTg AT bt w3 AfFa 3 oY Fvrare 3m$ &, S 42.5 ¥liga wFaga @
TTHT TAAT H ST 30 I TS T

e Further reductions loom with two legacy MiG-21 ‘Bis’ squadrons slated for imminent
retirement.

3R FARTae 31T Heell § i &Y A MiG-21 'Bis' FarargeT 1 ofter farfagher & forw
fereffa fomam arar g1

e “We need to be now ready to be future-ready,” Mr. Singh said at the CIl Annual
Business Summit in New Delhi on May 29.

"3S g HTIST F T IR I8 819, &Y [ig o7 29 A Y AF el & Cll a1f¥s =R
HFAAA H gl

o Citing HAL's history of missed deadlines, he bluntly asserted that wars are won by
equipping the military, not merely planning.

HAL & forared T&T & H1H T 7 T 1T & FTAgTH 7 gaTel & §U, egiet TI°C § H gl
o geer Faer Aaen @ 781, afew =7 3uFo & S et 3

Issues with GE-F414 Engine Deal
GE-F414 $51=T W1 & 33t wareame

e HAL’s negotiations with GE to locally manufacture the more powerful GE-F414
engine (90-96 kN thrust) has hit a roadblock.

HAL 3R GE & &g =i &7 & 310 afeaenet GE-F414 51 (90-96 kN ¥¥<) &
ﬁﬂhasﬁvgémiﬁaﬁmmﬂéﬁl
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The deal, announced during PM Modi’s 2023 U.S. visit, has been stalled by GE’s
demand for an additional $500 million over the original $1.5 billion agreement.

T HieT, ST qerer#s AWy 2023 H HARAT I S SR AN 31T 2T, GE ggRr
sfaRea $500 fAfTer i AT & FHROT $1.5 fAforTe F Fqar |l § 39T A€ 7 ara|

More critically, GE appears unwilling to share core engine technologies like single-
crystal turbine blades, thermal barrier coatings, and advanced cooling systems.

S84 #11 7RI Agcayol o1 I8 § T GE W@ o1t adhetant ol erer-freeer examser
sars, 9 IRTT FIRTw, 3N 3=1a T Reerw 1 @ a2 & v HaR 7@ 7

These technologies are vital for engine durability and thrust, but rarely shared by
global engine makers.

¥ cehwiteh goteT i el AR ye & forw srgeaet €, Afthet gfera i sufarai 5% amae
& | FIAN B |

HAL continues to demand full technology transfer, while talks are still ongoing.

HAL 9T dhelehT gEaTaIoT AT T8T &, STdich ataratet areft oft S 1

Dependency on F414 and Search for AMCA Mk2 Engine
F414 93 fasiTar 3t AMCA Mk2 s5ieT Y @<t

Both the LCA Mk2 and initial AMCA Mk1 models are expected to rely on F414 as a
‘stopgap’ powerplant until the deal is finalised.

LCA Mk2 3R yRf& AMCA Mk1 ATSd, 31 deh dieT JTaH 9 AgT oI, d« dh F414 11

AR FATUT & &9 7 oy @ Ay 37ig &1

ADA is also scouting for a 110 kN-class engine for the AMCA Mk2, possibly via joint
venture.

ADA AMCA Mk2 & fIT 110 kN #roft & goter T Hanfaa §gaFa 3UHHA o ALIH 4 @ier
WL

Intermittent discussions with France’s Safran and the U.K.’s Rolls-Royce have yielded
no concrete outcome.

I T AIHTT 31 L. Y NoH-UIH & A1 T @) AT & F$ 31 TROMH 781 Aaver
9T B |
These options reflect the same external engine dependence that crippled the Marut.

A ey 34 ared Soret forsiRar 1 g2 §, Forae) Area TR 7 oft arfra fawam |

IAF veterans and aerospace experts warn that without an indigenous engine, the
AMCA programme risks being held hostage to geopolitical whims.

AGET & qd ATUHRT R Ty faeiveT Aaraeh & § 7 afe radelt sore awfaa wdt
T o, Y AMCA aRESTeT $-TrsTeiifarer rTEURanait Y e 9o dahell 81

How much is India dependent on external engines?

R fhdaT argdY gorat ux fAsiw 82
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India’s external propulsion sourcing extends beyond aerial platforms, also affecting
the Army and Navy.

R F1 a1 yoniesT WAt W HRET Hae 8918 caewEt a AT 78, afcs a1 3R
AT 1 o genfaa e #1

Both the Army and Navy are exclusively reliant on imported power packs or foreign
engines built domestically under licence.

Ja1 3R AR T R & Irenfaa wraw ¥ a1 asdw F e g2r # qane v feh o=t
W s &

The Army’s Arjun Main Battle Tank is powered by German MTU MB838 Ka-501
diesel engine paired with RENK RK-304 transmissions.

YT T IofeT HET JGUF &F STate MTU MB838 Ka-501 SisTel $oTeT 3ik RENK RK-304
TATAAA & ToraT &

The Zorawar Light Tank, recently trialled, uses the U.S.-origin 1,000hp Cummins
Advanced Combat Engine.

gTel &1 # G1eToT foham aram SARTa @ & 3AREY 7T & 1,000hp FHAT vsaiFs Firde
goTeT T 39T AT &

The Navy depends wholly on foreign propulsion systems — Russian, Ukrainian,
French, German, and U.S. engines — to power all its indigenous vessels.

staeT T a¥E @ fadeft yonger yonferat — &Y, o, S, sreter 3 3R Soat —
W 3rqer waft Tl et & fow fasR 21

These include frigates, destroyers, auxiliary vessels, troop carriers, corvettes, and
fast attack craft.

313 fipale, Ataus, Ges Od, AfA® aes, F1de 3R Asr gaar 9T AT &
India’s all-round engine development across aerospace, land, and naval platforms
is critical to ensure strategic autonomy and military capability.

AR & forw arg, T 3R A fw st R awr o e wiHifas warmar
giafaa Fta 3 Ao avovar o= & [T 3w Ageaqor &

How important is autonomous engine development?

FATAA $o1eT fAshr fheteT Ageaqur 872

Aircraft engine development is vital for aerospace autonomy and strategic self-
reliance.

TR Fedr 3R wrifas Arcafasitar & v A o e srcad 3maa+ g

Disruptions in foreign engine supplies delay production, hampers upgrades, and
restricts exports due to third-party approvals.

facelt gotat & 3mfct 7 Tehrae sedrest # &Y, rqdts # &, 3R T W afdeer e §
Fifeh A 98T A IATATT ITTeTF et B
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e Countries like the U.S., France, and China dominate global aerospace markets due to
indigenous propulsion.

3ANT, B 3T AT S g2 Tl yoiee & FRUT ARTEw TIRIFIT SR A g €

e For India, mastering advanced jet engine technology is crucial to sustain military
readiness, ensure credible deterrence, and insulate defence from geopolitical
shocks.

R & fIT, IoTd AT SoleT dhelle H G8TAT UTCd AT e dcqdT 910 @, fega=a
wfater glafRaa #wat, 3T T &7 Ft ARTF gred! § PWRAT w@a & a0 3 naas
gl

o Without this core capability, India’s aviation and defence export ambitions remain
perennially compromised.

SH HET &TACT & [9aT, TR 1 RasTersr 3T Tat e Y Agcaramiany garem aiferd a=i
Sl

o Defence experts and IAF veterans argue that India’s failure to develop advanced
engines is more political than technical.

& TaQeT 3R arg&r o 79Tt Al & fob R 3l 31l $oieT fAFFAT T 7 WBe
BT dAeheiieht oTet, afesd Tareliiae gaildl ¢

o India’s defence funding is fragmented and focuses on short-term projects rather than
a long-term strategic vision.

HRA T &7 faaior @f3e ¥ 3R 75 o orehfas gitesior & gy sreqwfas
RTerTHt W) SR

e To close this capability gap, slogans like Atmanirbhar Bharat will not suffice.
g &TACT 3aT IR & U, IMcATAIR HRT ST AR A F1o A8 Tolam|

e Achieving true autonomy in engine technology needs structural reforms, political will,
and a robust innovation ecosystem integrating private sector, academia, and
defence R&D.

FIel daheild A Fod! TAFAAT ITed e & [T TEAeHF FUR, Tsteiifas seonifad,
3R ot a1, YarfOrer &, iR T&TT T HEATEA Y SSed aTell AT AR
qiikfeufae a7 3maeae g
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‘SEBI easing merchant
banker norms set to
boost profitability’

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) ap-
proving merchant bankers
(MB) to undertake unregu-
lated activities such as ad-
visory work sans separate
legal entity has been wel-
comed by experts.

“In the current market
environment, the role of
MBs has practically re-
duced for many of the cor-
porate actions involving
listed companies such as

delisting, buyback, rights
issue and follow-on public
offerings. In this backdrop,
SEBI relaxing the norm of
hiving off merchant bank-
ing entity and permitting
them to carry out activities
not regulated by SEBI is a
welcome move and will be
an additional source of re-
venue/fee-based income
for MBs from non-fund
based activities,” said Yo-
gesh Chande, a lawyer spe-
cialising in securities laws
and partner, Shardul
Amarchand Mangaldas.

SEBI easing merchant
banker norms set to
boost profitability

SEBI g@RT #Ade da
AT A &Il & AT IS
dGot T THATTAT

. Securities and Exchange Board of
" India (SEBI) approving merchant

bankers (MB) to undertake

~ unregulated activities such as

advisory work sans separate legal
entity has been welcomed by
experts.

HRe gfasyfa 3k Ay a3
(SEBI) garT Ade dat (MB) &t

- sfafaafae afafafr, s
. WATEHR AaTY T R 3rereT Fget

SIS & A Y ATATA &=, FadrwaAl
GaNT FARTA A9 FEH SdT4T T B

¢ “In the current market environment,
the role of MBs has practically

reduced for many of the corporate actions involving listed companies such as
delisting, buyback, rights issue and follow-on public offerings.

“TAAT TSR ATATEROT H, Felaey Hutarar & st HfAfeer, arads, vsew 32 3k wial-
3iteT ufSera TERTw Sl S FiaRe FRarsAl 7 Adc daxi i ffF caasie & & F7

AIASE

e In this backdrop, SEBI relaxing the norm of hiving off merchant banking entity and
permitting them to carry out activities not regulated by SEBI is a welcome move.

3 Teal #, SEBI gaRT A AT 31§ F1 a1 H¥ Y aregar H & &ar 3R 3¢ SEBI
gart fafafaa a 1 o afafaftat s A At Sor v wee Few B

« It will be an additional source of revenue/fee-based income for MBs from non-fund
based activities, said Yogesh Chande, a lawyer specialising in securities laws and

partner, Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas.

Ig IR-fafer smeRa afafaftet @ weic dat & fow aerFa/ees smnia sy w1 o
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sifafara Wi giom, T Fgetr § Ahrer 9 &, S SAsfa Heger 7 e T ange sEg
HITAGTH & TSN & |

‘India FDI slid 1.8% in
2024, share in capital
formation declining’

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

A new report by the United
Nations (UN) shows how
foreign investment is play-
ing a shrinking role in In-
dia’s development, with fo-
reign direct investment
(FDI) inflows making up
2.3% of all capital forma-
tion in India in 2024, down
from 8.8% in 2020.

The World Investment
Report 2025 by the United
Nations Conference on
Trade and Development,

released on Thursday,
further shows that the total
stock of foreign investment
accumulated in India over
the years stood at 14% of
the country’s gross domes-
tic product (GDP) in 2024,
down from 17.9% in 2020.
In fact, in absolute
terms, India attracted $27.6
billion of FDI in 2024,
down 1.8% from 2023 or
less than half seen in 2020.
The report, however, not-
ed overall capital forma-
tion in India from other
sources had been robust.

STafeh 2020 H I 8.8% T|

e The World Investment Report 2025 by the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, released on Thursday, further shows this trend.

YFA g AR 3R @ FFAST (UNCTAD) EaRT IFaR H1 ST 6T 378 Io8
gavedc RAIE 2025 7 58 ygf &1 31 e T

o The total stock of foreign investment accumulated in India over the years stood at
14% of the country’s GDP in 2024, down from 17.9% in 2020.

avf 7 R 7 Wi fadelt fder 1 Fer Teia 2024 7 237 & GDP FT 14% 2T, S/afF 2020
H g 17.9% 21|

India FDI slid 1.8% in 2024,
share in capital formation
declining

AR # 2024 A gcgeT fagaft
ferder (FDI) 1.8% wrer, qit
faATor 7 R g

A new report by the United Nations
(UN) shows how foreign investment is
playing a shrinking role in India’s
development.

HgFT TS (UN) FY v 18 R qaifelt @
foF e & fasrar F faaeft fvdrer r syfdrar

"ed! ST @Y &

. Foreign direct investment (FDI)
inflows made up 2.3% of all capital
formation in India in 2024, down from 8.8%
in 2020.

URT # ycaeT fagelt fder (FDI) yarg =1 2024
# Fol it FARTOT 7 Fer 2.3% fREaT Fera,
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¢ In absolute terms, India attracted $27.6 billion of FDI in 2024, down 1.8% from 2023
or less than half seen in 2020.

IEdfas §9 H, AR o 2024 & $27.6 fafaget 1 FDI 3 fa fram, ST 2023 & 1.8% &4
31X 2020 ¥ Forerr 7 A F A FH T

e The report, however, noted that overall capital formation in India from other sources

had been robust.

glenifen RATE & 75 o ool T 711 3 3o WAl & R & Fer Gl TAToT ST o

TET|

Japan back to long-term LNG deals on Al boom, energy plan

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
TOKYO/SINGAPORE

Japan is back in the spot-
light for liquefied natural
gas producers as the boom
in artificial intelligence, ris-
ing costs for cleaner ener-
gy and a new national
energy plan drive appetite
for long-term LNG deals.
While imports by China,
the world’s biggest LNG im-
porter, are expected to fall
this year, buyers in num-
ber two Japan are securing
long-term  supply deals
again, including a potential
landmark deal with Qatar.
Japan’s LNG imports
had fallen for a decade as
nuclear power plants,
idled after the Fukushima
disaster, restarted and as

renewable energy sources
increased.

Data centres are expect-
ed to use enormous
amounts of power to sus-
tain the Al boom, while Ja-
pan’s 7th Strategic Energy
Plan in February identified
gas as a realistic transition
fuel for the nation’s goal of
zero net carbon emissions
by 2050 and “an important
energy source even after
carbon neutrality”.

“We had expected elec-
tricity demand in Japan
would decline, but the
growth of data centres is
bending that curve,” Yukio
Kani, global CEO of JERA,
the country’s top power
generator and LNG buyer,
told Reuters.

“If we want quick solu-
tions for data centres, Ja-
pan needs LNG. That is one
external change.”

Powering up: Data centres may use enormous amounts of power to sustain the Al boom. REUTERS

Rising costs have also
dimmed prospects for al-
ternative fuels like hydro-
gen and ammonia, Mr. Ka-
ni said.

“Until two or three
years ago, we expected fas-

ter development of ammo-
nia, but now we have to
pause,” he said. “So we’ve
been shifting back to LNG
over the past year or so.”
In Japan’s energy plan,
the Ministry of Economy,

Trade and Industry fore-
cast annual LNG demand
would fall to between 53
million and 61 million
tonne in 2040 if it met its
emissions reductions tar-
get, from 66 million tonne

last year. But in a risk sce-
nario where decarbonisa-
tion technologies lag, METI
forecast demand could rise
to 74 million tonne.

Long-term contracts

The plan calls for public-
private cooperation to se-
cure longterm contracts
for the super-chilled fuel,
given price volatility and
supply disruption risks.
Under Japan’s previous de-
carbonisation-focussed

sition fuel, and it’s now
firmly still in the mix for
this investment cycle,” said
Lachlan Clancy, energy
partner at law firm Herbert
Smith Freehills Kramer.
Japan has also been auc-
tioning new gas-fired pow-
er capacity mainly to re-
place aging coal power
plants, awarding 7 giga-
watts (GW) over the past
two years, as per Organiza-
tion for Cross-regional
Ci ination of Transmis-

energy plan, gas importers
had hesitated to sign long-
term contracts.

The new plan makes it
easier for buyers to com-
mit to long-term contracts,
said Takashi Uchida, chair-
man of the Japan Gas Asso-
ciation and top city gas
provider Tokyo Gas.

“It’s very clear that LNG
has a role to play as a tran-

sion Operators, Japan.

In March the organisa-
tion projected LNG-fired
capacity would rise to
85.75 GW by 2034 from
79.98 GW in 2024.

Japan's energy plan pro-
jects power generation will
increase by between 12%
and 22% from 2023 levels
to between 1,100 and 1,200
terawatt-hours in  2040.

Consumption by Japan’s
data centres will soar 80%,
or about 15 TWh, by 2030,
the International Energy
Agency forecasts.

To feed this growth,
Morgan Stanley sees Ja-
pan’s LNG imports rising to
78 million tonne in 2030 as
gas-fired power output ris-
es amid high costs for solar
and wind power.

Among the spate of
deals since METI released
the energy plan, Osaka Gas
signed a 15-year pact with
Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company, Kyushu Electric
Power said it would sign a
deal with Energy Transfer,
its first long-term deal with
a U.S. supplier and JERA in-
ked four 20-year deals with
U.S. suppliers NextDecade,
Sempra Infrastructure,
Cheniere Marketing and
Commonwealth LNG.

Japan back to long-term LNG deals on Al boom, energy plan

SITITeT o TITS A 3R FolT A1STelT & TeAd Grehlioie Tlletsil
gHAFIAT A1 3T AT H

Japan is back in the spotlight for liquefied natural gas (LNG) producers as the
boom in artificial intelligence, rising costs for cleaner energy and a new national

energy plan drive appetite for long-term LNG deals.

F A AT (Al) F A, TTTE Foll A AN Teat IR 73 TET FaAT Aorett F Toq
T Y @ et Wi o 3 (LNG) seures! & fore wore &g &t aram ¢ v
ArdFifas Tatsrs Flat i #Arer a8 2

e While imports by China, the world’s biggest LNG importer, are expected to fall this
year, buyers in number two Japan are securing long-term supply deals again,
including a potential landmark deal with Qatar.

gfraT & FER I3 ATl HATASH et bl AT & 38 Y Tt 1 351G &, ST g@
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o W Al Sare v & Qreefors smqfet gasila S @ 8, S s F wa v
Aef@s wlar enfaer gy IFhar gl

¢ Japan’s LNG imports had fallen for a decade as nuclear power plants, idled after the
Fukushima disaster, restarted and as renewable energy sources increased.

memﬁeﬁwmmﬁﬁwmaﬁ%mm%mﬁ?
Wmmwwaﬂ?mmmﬁaﬂﬁrﬁl

e« Data centres are expected to use enormous amounts of power to sustain the Al boom,
while Japan’s 7th Strategic Energy Plan in February identified gas as a realistic
transition fuel for the nation’s goal of net-zero emissions by 2050.

3T Wedl &1 Al 7 &1 TA10 T@ & T HRY AT F F311 1 TGl 1o, STafeh Basy
# 1Y SIT9Te Y 73 [T FoIT AT o 2050 TF - IcHoT I8 & v 7 Y
TF TUTIATE GHACT ST & &7 # RAFd a1

o “We had expected electricity demand in Japan would decline, but the growth of data
centres is bending that curve,” said Yukio Kani, global CEO of JERA, Japan’s top
power generator and LNG buyer.

JERA ¥ 3f¥qe TS gk w1l S Sraret & efid Rsrel seamee 3R vereersh @digr €
o gt fo “goet Erar a1 o Sater # fRrsrelt #r #ver g, oifehet Ser dext #r gafr 3w ygfa
EIECERGOEIN

o “If we want quick solutions for data centres, Japan needs LNG. That is one external
change.”

“IAIR gH 22T el & ToIT caRd AT AR T, df SITITe &Y Tavetol! F TN §1 Ig Th
el IRadT &1

¢ Rising costs have also dimmed prospects for alternative fuels like hydrogen and
ammonia, Mr. Kani said.

A AT ITHR, FTEForeT T IFAAAT Y dwfous Suat Hr Garmaaad off agelt amera &
HROT e &Y 1S & |

o “Until two or three years ago, we expected faster development of ammonia, but now we
have to pause,” he said. “So we’ve been shifting back to LNG over the past year or
so.”

SogleY e, “Q-dieT AT Tgar aF ga AT & ot & Rera H 378 O, o 39 g

faRTeT <11 U3 @1 §1 ST gAw Red ve af F R @ vavess Y 3 5@ fFar §1”

e InJapan’s energy plan, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) forecast
annual LNG demand would fall to 53—61 million tonne by 2040 if it meets its
emissions target, from 66 million tonne last year.

STTATeT T AT AreTalT 7 FATTEAT, AR 3R 3gAT AT (METI) o Tavstol $ aifis
AT T 2040 dF 53 ¥ 61 FATATT &1 T Teet o1 AT IR §, IS I8 39T ScHaiar
& Y 9T A T & | oot a5 Ig 66 AT & 2|

o Butin arisk scenario where decarbonisation technologies lag, METI forecast
demand could rise to 74 million tonne.
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oifereT v @ aRge 7, SieT wafargstars aweiia! 7 yarfar ol &), agr AT 74
AfeTs e 0 s gaa g1

e The plan calls for public-private cooperation to secure long-term contracts for the
super-chilled fuel, given price volatility and supply disruption risks.

T ANTAT Fed A AT IR IYfet & Fhrae & SNHAT 1 2T §U YR58 §uat &
drdefae el 1 gafad # & fov ardafas-fash agaer i A widh

e Under Japan’s previous decarbonisation-focussed energy plan, gas importers had
hesitated to sign long-term contracts.

STt T e SpEfamersT-SH i FoT A1 & dgd, 39 3maas! o dewrfas
eIt I GETEN el 7 Hehle fohar |
e The new plan makes it easier for buyers to commit to long-term contracts, said

Takashi Uchida, chairman of the Japan Gas Association and top city gas provider
Tokyo Gas.

ST 3 TERATeT & 3reyeT 3R AT A & MY 2edy St gerar arereft 3T A Far
fo 1§ Ao @ WlERT & forw S sreqast 7 wfcaeer g smame g = g1

o “It's very clear that LNG has a role to play as a transition fuel, and it's now firmly still
in the mix for this investment cycle,” said Lachlan Clancy, energy partner at law firm
Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer.

Tl B gae AT e FaT & il HINER Shellet FelHl o1 el, “Tg g T & foh
TATAS Teh HHHAOT ST o & H AT 397 6T & X T 3030 ot qciamer fder o &
HAG F T GIT I

e Japan has also been auctioning new gas-fired power capacity, mainly to replace

aging coal power plants, awarding 7 GW over the past two years, as per the
Organization for Cross-regional Coordination of Transmission Operators, Japan.

ST o YR Il frstelt §El 1 aeea & faw 7% e smanfa fsrelt avsrar #ir dfarh
#fr Fr g, 3R A &Y aut & 7 dfemare (GW) &1ar 3mafed & &, a8 anHA&3T (Japan)

AT AT AT &
e In March, the organisation projected LNG-fired capacity would rise to 85.75 GW by
2034 from 79.98 GW in 2024.

AT H, TS o 3T AT AT foh TeAUarslt dTferd &THaT 2024 ¥ 79.98 GW & 93T 2034

d& 85.75 GW gl 1T |

e Japan’s energy plan projects power generation will increase by 12% to 22% from 2023
levels, to between 1,100 and 1,200 terawatt-hours in 2040.

ST T Ftt TTelT o HTAR, fasrell 3cateet 2023 & FAT { 12% W 22% dF 91 3R

2040 d< 1,100 ¥ 1,200 2ETE-HeT &F SITTam|

o« Consumption by Japan’s data centres will soar 80%, or about 15 TWh, by 2030, the
International Energy Agency (IEA) forecasts.

HEARTSET FatT TSHHT (IEA) & HHR, AT & 3T Hed 3 @ad 2030 dF 80% AT TN
15 TWh §¢ STTefT|
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To feed this growth, Morgan Stanley sees Japan’s LNG imports rising to 78 million
tonne in 2030, as gas-fired power output rises amid high costs for solar and wind

power.

SH TG I QU el o foT, ATeTer TeTelt b1 31ATH & foh 2030 TF SITITT FT TeTetol!

mvamqugama,mh-mmmmmww

qad FoT Y AT ST =it 1gaf|

Among the spate of deals since METI released the energy plan, Osaka Gas signed a

15-year pact with Abu Dhabi National Oil Company.

METI @RT Fait Attt St fFe ST & a1, 3Tat A9 o7 31 el svererer Jiirer el &
AT 15 |Tel T GHASAT |

Kyushu Electric Power said it would sign a deal with Energy Transfer, its first long-
term deal with a U.S. supplier.

T ofFes UTar o gl 6 g TSl SRW & T FHSIAT e, S fob AR

3TYfeiFal & AT IHSFT IgelT GreHiTaF FHAS T 81|

JERA inked four 20-year deals with U.S. suppliers: NextDecade, Sempra
Infrastructure, Cheniere Marketing, and Commonwealth LNG.

JERA 3 3R amqfeieransit aarefzds, @7 sewnrecay, Afaaw arbfer 3l
PIATICT TaIUeTs! & TTY IR 20 aufy wasia fFo)

Strike-hit Arak heavy water reactor
‘was part of Tehran’s nuclear deal

Associated Press
DUBAI

Much of the focus on Iran’s
nuclear programme has
been on Tehran’s enrich-
ment of uranium, but ex-
perts also keep a close
watch on the Islamic Repu-
blic’s Arak heavy water
reactor.

That’s because the facili-
ty, some 250 km southwest
of Tehran, could produce
plutonium, which can be
used to make an atomic
bomb.

Israel pointed to just
that concern when it
launched air strikes on
Thursday on the reactor,
following its attacks on oth-
er Iranian nuclear sites, in-
cluding the Nantanz en-
richment facility,
centrifuge workshops near
Tehran, and laboratories in

water

A satellite image shi

Isfahan. Iran acknow-
ledged the strikes, saying
at least two projectiles
slammed into the com-
pound, without giving any
specifics about damage.
Never online, the reac-
tor had no uranium fuel
and saw no nuclear release
from the strike. However,
the International Atomic

reactor.

ng the Arak heavy water reactor in Iran. AP

- R N

Energy Agency, the United
Nations’s nuclear watch-
dog, has warned repeated-
ly that such sites should
not be military targets.
After Iran’s devastating
1980s war with Iraq, it be-
gan a secret military pro-
gramme to seek a nuclear
weapon and approached
four nations to purchase a

heavy  water-moderated
reactor. After getting
turned down, Iran decided
to build its own.

India and Pakistan, both
nuclear-armed states, have
heavy water reactors, as
does Israel.

The Arak reactor be-
came a point of contention
after U.S. President Donald
Trump withdrew from the
nuclear deal in 2018. Ali
Akbar Salehi, a high-rank-
ing nuclear official in Iran,
claimed on Iranian state te-
levision in 2019 that Teh-
ran bought extra parts to
replace the portion of the
reactor into which officials
poured concrete.

Due to restrictions Iran
has imposed on inspec-
tors, the IAEA has said it
lost “continuity of know-
ledge” about Iran’s heavy
water production.

Strike-hit Arak
heavy water reactor
was part of Tehran’s
nuclear deal

deVe F AT
gAg &1 fewar @
TR H-TATIAT 3R+
gt atex RueFex

Much of the focus on Iran’s
nuclear programme has
been on Tehran’s
enrichment of uranium, but
experts also keep a close
watch on the Islamic
Republic’s Arak heavy
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0T & IIATY] FIAHH FT HTAHTA CATT g0l SART PIAIH FaeheT W @71 8, dAfha
fvs sTenfas Rufeas & 3R &t atex Ruaer oT st FH AR @S &

o That's because the facility, some 250 km southwest of Tehran, could produce
plutonium, which can be used to make an atomic bomb.

UHT SHTAT § FiTeh Ig AT, ST AgeT § w9re1eT 250 Foredt gfgror-afeasr 7 g, cqeiforas
T ScUTeeT T Hehcll &, TSIEehT ST GHATI] F Tellat H ohaT ST Fehell &

o Israel pointed to just that concern when it launched air strikes on Thursday on the
reactor, following its attacks on other Iranian nuclear sites, including the Nantanz
enrichment facility, centrifuge workshops near Tehran, and laboratories in Isfahan.

OIS = ST AT T gl §U IR Y RueFe W §ar$ g7 b, SHA Tgel 381 AActisr
e &g, A F U F WFYST IHA, 3N TR Y ATt ) e v o

e Iran acknowledged the strikes, saying at least two projectiles slammed into the
compound, without giving any specifics about damage.

& A 3o gl I TAIPR HIAT, 8T h FF T F & FATE IR & 7, afraT aifa &
IR & 1S fyaor 71T |

¢ Never online, the reactor had no uranium fuel and saw no nuclear release from the
strike.

u‘s’ﬁ'uwasaﬁaﬁawaﬁgm 5aH fAIw Seret w1t AT IR §H & FHROT FE AT
Rearar =71 g3
e However, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the United Nations’s

nuclear watchdog, has warned repeatedly that such sites should not be military
targets.

gTeliToh, 3TERTSERT GRATY] ST TSiHY (IAEA), ST 3 HYeF I5g Y TRATY] TR Feam ¢,
o SR-aR AATdeit & § T 0 Tt it AT T8} & FAST IS ST gl

o After Iran’s devastating 1980s war with Iraq, it began a secret military programme to
seek a nuclear weapon and approached four nations to purchase a heavy water-
moderated reactor.

ST o 1980 ¥ U A FUF & WY RAATAFIY ¥ o o, U o Je7 FRAFH & fohar
3R TR et & gt are-ATses Ruwex @lies #1 yare |

o After getting turned down, Iran decided to build its own.
SISl SeTehI} T 91T, A §X0T A 31911 Ge T Rwerex Faimal &1 ook famm

¢ India and Pakistan, both nuclear-armed states, have heavy water reactors, as does
Israel.

AR 3R wifdheare, et aRHATOT-were g2, & 9T gt afeX Ruaex &, 3 gorma & arw
el

o The Arak reactor became a point of contention after U.S. President Donald Trump
withdrew from the nuclear deal in 2018.
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31T Ruerex fadre @1 fawa ae7 717 S AR Isgufer Skares €u o 2018 # w0y
gAEa ¥ 9eT AFaa Hr gvor

o Ali Akbar Salehi, a high-ranking nuclear official in Iran, claimed on Iranian state
television in 2019 that Tehran bought extra parts to replace the portion of the reactor
into which officials poured concrete.

STl & 3T-FRIT TRATY] HTAHNT 37elt 3rFa ATeig) of 2019 F $h T Tehfasrer X
ara foha fob cgtret o rfaRera gof @l & oifer 38 REd T s S deh forast et
o1 FehIe STeT UT|

e Due to restrictions Iran has imposed on inspectors, the IAEA has said it lost
“continuity of knowledge” about Iran’s heavy water production.

$0eT garT fadiaTet WX @eme T wfaey’ & HROT, IAEA & &g & 6 38 et dr gt afex
3cUTEs & IR H “SATAFRY Y FARawar @ 713 B

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. A new cycle: On a new-look Indian cricket squad

oT$ YT Teh AT Y qlell HRAT fohahe TA W
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A new cycle

India begins its quest for the Test
Championship with young players

ess than a week after South Africa
L emerged triumphant in the ICC World

Test Championship (WTC), a new cycle
has begun. Bangladesh is already in Sri Lanka,
busy playing a Test, while a more high-profile se-
ries will commence once India takes on England
at Headingley in Leeds from Friday. A new-look
Indian squad under the stewardship of Shubman
Gill will step out for duty while a clean break
from the past has been implemented due to the
retirements of Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma and R.
Ashwin, and the omission of Ajinkya Rahane and
Cheteshwar Pujara. A tour of the Old Blighty is
never easy and that has been the case since 1932
when India made its Test debut at Lord’s. Series
triumphs were etched in 1971, 1986 and 2007, but
otherwise it has been a tale of Indian batters
floundering against swing under whimsical En-
glish skies. Even as India beat Australia in its
backyard over the last decade despite the loss in
the last encounter, England has remained a tough
place to tour. However, cricket’s spiritual home
has also gifted some special Indian memories like
B.S. Chandrasekhar’s spells, the 1983 World Cup
victory, Dilip Vengsarkar’s three consecutive hun-
dreds at Lord’s, and the Test debuts of Sourav
Ganguly and Rahul Dravid, to name a few.

A sense of a beginning is evident in cricket’s
birthplace and seen in that light, Gill and his men
are in the right place. Ravindra Jadeja, K.L. Ra-
hul, Jasprit Bumrah and Karun Nair, busy chart-
ing a comeback, constitute the seniors in a unit
high on youth with even Gill being just 25. The
Punjab star has to deliver on two counts, both as
batter and skipper. A 35.05 average after 32 Tests
does not reflect the quality innate in him. It is not
just that the batting core has changed as even the
slip-cordon will have new personnel, and the way
Gill guides his outfit through this transition will
determine how India will fare in the latest WTC
cycle. Bumrah will remain the spearhead but
with workload management being the key, he
will not play all the five Tests at stake. His old ally
Mohammed Shami will be missed but in Mo-
hammed Siraj and others, Bumrah has a set of ta-
lented fellow pace bowlers. Squaring against
them would be Ben Stokes and his men busy rel-
ishing home advantage with Joe Root being the
anchor among their batters. In a challenging tour
stretching all the way to August 4, Gill, in tandem
with vice-captain Rishabh Pant, gets an oppor-
tunity to forge a fresh and strong Indian unit.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

A new cycle: On a new-look Indian cricket
squad

S AT TF AT T JTell ARAT fohebhe o
W

India begins its quest for the Test Championship with
young players.

HR Far FAenf3at & ary eve AT AT 1 3rvah @ 4«
@I

. Less than a week after South Africa emerged triumphant
in the ICC World Test Championship (WTC), a new cycle has
begun.

&faror 3nfieT & ICC faeg a¥e AR (WTC) # Reft gl &

TF FoaTg @ 3t FH AT A Teh 7721 Tsh Y& 81 AT g |

. Bangladesh is already in Sri Lanka, busy playing a Test,
while a more high-profile series will commence once India
takes on England at Headingley in Leeds from Friday (June
20, 2025).

AT Tg A & Siiciant & Ueh TFC AT Wel @M &, STl Teh
3770 woT@ WIS FAR (20 ST 2025) ¥ §f7a, ohsw & sma 3k
g7z & i w gl

. A new-look Indian squad under the stewardship of
Shubman Gill will step out for duty.

AT e o Ficjea 7 Ueh 7§ HRAT &9 Aol H 3|
. A clean break from the past has been implemented due to

the retirements of Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma and R. Ashwin,
and the omission of Ajinkya Rahane and Cheteshwar Pujara.

faTe Figel, AT oY 31 3. 3rRaeT & Fear 3R 3rfoierwr ot
3R ATRET TR 1 T A &6 el o SHROT Il § Teh W6

e o = B

. A tour of the Old Blighty is never easy and that has been
the case since 1932 when India made its Test debut at Lord’s.

e 1 ST el 3T ST W@ g IR T AT A IS 3T @8 I
AR & 1932 H 91§H # 39T ¥ 37 fham |

e Series triumphs were etched in 1971, 1986 and 2007, but otherwise it has been a tale of
Indian batters floundering against swing under whimsical English skies.
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1971, 1986 3iX 2007 H TS Shd AN, aifereT 3T 31eiTar I8 ITdfara sfoerer Alaar &
T dearsil & T HRAT Tedarsl F Tuy Hr FHge Tl gl

e Even as India beat Australia in its backyard over the last decade despite the loss in the
last encounter, England has remained a tough place to tour.

HR o TUel gereh & ATESTAAT T 38k B 7 g, o7l €7 3iferer yahrarel 3 g1 e, Y
3 gools U FfSer el saT W B

o However, cricket’s spiritual home has also gifted some special Indian memories like
B.S. Chandrasekhar’s spells, the 1983 World Cup victory, Dilip Vengsarkar’s
centuries at Lord’s, and the debuts of Ganguly and Dravid.

BTliTeh fohehe & 3T ATEATTCH® TI o $TRd 1 &3 Ay I1¢ & & S d.uw. =gas fr
digaett, 1983 a5 F9 St Reliw dorawa #t drsw # g, 37 aTwapelt g glas
QO |

o A sense of a beginning is evident in cricket’s birthplace, and seen in that light, Gill
and his men are in the right place.

fohehe & SIwAEYer 7 7§ YIIAT Y 1T TISC 8, AR 57 Fet A frer 3 3oy oy 7@
T WE

e Ravindra Jadeja, K.L. Rahul, Jasprit Bumrah and Karun Nair, busy charting a
comeback, constitute the seniors in a unit high on youth, with even Gill being just 25.

Tlig ST, .7, UGS, ST FoANTE AN FIOT AR ST Aol A ardy 7 7@ 8, 59 ga
& 7 aitss sy €, 3R el o T frer ot sharer 25 af & 8

e The Punjab star has to deliver as both batter and skipper.
g YT T FRAART Sl Teddret A FdT Sl FIT 7 TG2TeT HAT 19|

e A 35.05 average after 32 Tests does not reflect the quality innate in him.
32 &F€ & T 35.05 FT A 3HS 3T Hislg Wipfaras ayoradm &1 aifdr 761 |

e ltis notjust that the batting core has changed as even the slip-cordon will have new
personnel.

Fadl TeddToll HH &Y T8T deoll &, Sfeh fTAT hise H ) T A= giav|

o The way Gill guides his outfit through this transition will determine how India fares in
the latest WTC cycle.

SH HFHHUT HTel H et 3r0el &1 o1 Tore e & 1= &9, a8t T ahiam oh IRdT WTC &
U UF H Hdl UG AT HLAT g |

e Bumrah will remain the spearhead, but with workload management key, he will not
play all five Tests.

AT E1A & AT AgaTer o1 g, Afehe] FIANR TG o HRUT I qrel ¥ 761 Woldl |
e His old ally Mohammed Shami will be missed, but in Mohammed Siraj and others,
Bumrah has a set of talented pace bowlers.

3eTh Tt T AigFae T A1 A1 7EH e19h, Afehet Agrae RIS 3R 37 Iearet &
9 H FAUG o T FASTTRITelr aar Agaral & & g
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e Squaring against them would be Ben Stokes and his men enjoying home advantage,
with Joe Root being the lead anchor among their batters.

3eTeh HTHA glaY AT FNFH IR SoTehl E1 i O] AT T 3ATeie of &7 &, Toreal o ¥ {&T
qodare gl

¢ In a challenging tour stretching all the way to August 4, Gill, in tandem with vice-
captain Rishabh Pant, gets an opportunity to forge a fresh and strong Indian unit.

4 3ITEd Tk Tolel aTY 3 HideT &R 7 I, IUFTATT FAH 9d & 1 AR T % 31X
A HRART A elTed b1 HlewT qIdaT|
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