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Registrar-General of India
issues notification for Census

Census will be conducted in 2027 using digital tools; 34 lakh enumerators, supervisors set to be

deployed; boundaries of administrative units by States cannot be changed till exercise is complete

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

he next Census will
Tbe conducted in
2027, the Union

Home Ministry notified on
Monday.

A senior government of-
ficial told The Hindu that
with the publication of the
notification, the freezing
of administrative boundar-
ies comes into effect, bar-
ring States from making
any changes to the maps of
police stations, districts,
and tehsils, among others,
as enumeration blocks
form the basis of the
Census.

The boundaries of ad-
ministrative units by States
cannot be changed till the
Census process is com-
plete, the official said.

The Registrar-General
of India, under the Home
Ministry, issued the notifi-
cation in the Gazette of In-
dia in exercise of the pow-
ers conferred by Section 3
of the Census Act, 1948.

“The reference date for
the said census shall be
00.00 hours of the 1st day
of March, 2027, except for
the Union territory of La-
dakh and snow-bound
non-synchronous areas of
the Union Territory of Jam-
mu and Kashmir and the
States of Himachal Pra-
desh and Uttarakhand. In
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah chairs a review meeting for the preparations of the upcoming Census, in
New Delhi on Sunday. Home Secretary Govind Mohan, Registrar General and Census Commissioner of
India Mritunjay Kumar Narayan and others were also present. @AmitShah/X

respect of the Union terri-
tory of Ladakh and snow-
bound non-synchronous
areas of the Union territo-
ry of Jammu and Kashmir
and the States of Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand,
the reference date shall be
00:00 hours of the 1st day
of October, 2026,” the not-
ification said.

The Ministry said in a
statement on Sunday that
the ensuing Census will be
conducted through digital
means, using mobile appli-
cations, where the provi-
sion of self-enumeration
would also be made availa-
ble to the people.

“Very stringent data se-
curity measures would be
kept in place to ensure da-

ta security at the time of
collection, transmission
and storage,” it said.

The official said that, in
the coming days, separate
notifications would be is-
sued for the pre-test exer-
cise and the House Listing
Operations, which will
specify the dates of the
first phase of the Census.

The pre-test exercise is
necessary to determine
the efficacy of mobile apps
and the enumerators’ fa-
miliarity with the process.

On July 30, 2019 three
months after Census 2021
was notified, another noti-
fication for updating the
National Population Regis-
ter (NPR) under the Citi-
zenship Act, 1955 was pu-
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blished by the government
in the official gazette.

The NPR, which is the
start of the creation of Na-
tional Register of Citizens
(NRC), was first collected
in 2010, and later updated
in 2015. It has data of 119
crore residents, and was to
be updated with the first
phase of Census 2021.

This time, there has
been no official announce-
ment regarding the NPR.

The Census will be con-
ducted in two phases —
House Listing Operations
and Population Enumera-
tion. Around 34 lakh en-
umerators and supervi-
sors, and 1.3 lakh Census
functionaries will be de-
ployed for the exercise.
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HRT & IAFCR STl GART S0TAT ST ST

The Union Home Ministry has notified that the next Census will be conducted in
2027. With the release of this notification, a freeze on administrative boundaries
has come into effect.

T g Ao o TR BT ¥ B 3mTe SeervE 2027 # smafee 6 seett sw
AT & I g & Y € werw e HiaAmst ey w1 R g

This means that States cannot make any changes to the maps of police stations,
districts, and tehsils, since these boundaries serve as the basis for enumeration
blocks used in the Census process.

zaeT 7Y & T U= 319 gral, forelt 3k et & A« # F1§ aqa1g A8 #F Thd, FifHh
I AATT ITOTAT WY T TR g &

The notification was issued in the Gazette of India by the Registrar-General of India,
under the powers granted by Section 3 of the Census Act, 1948. The notification
mentions that the reference date for the Census will be 00:00 hours on March 1, 2027,
except in snow-bound and non-synchronous areas of Ladakh, Jammu & Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh, and Uttarakhand, where the reference date will be 00:00 hours on
October 1, 2026.

e TG HRA & TS9IT H HR & WATER Sellel SaRT SAA0TeAT Az, 1948
YR 3 & & T&T QAFFAAT T 3TN A §U STRY B 315 2| JTRA1  Seerw foharm aram
¢ foF STeteTuTerr o o west faf¥ 1 A 2027 $Y wewfy 00:00 =t &1, Afehe v,
FF-FAR, AT wder 3R 3T & aF @ oF AT & 7 Ig 1 e 2026
FegufY 00:00 & g1l

According to a statement issued by the Ministry, the upcoming Census will be conducted
using digital tools, specifically mobile applications. Citizens will also have access to
self-enumeration options. The government has assured that stringent data security
measures will be in place to protect information during collection, transmission, and
storage.

HATCTT SaRT STRT ST & 3R, HETHT STAaT0TT B suaol, a9y &0 & Alarger
TfCTahereT o ATETH § TSI Sl ST | FETReDT T TG IAOTAT T Fiaerm o ITelets S
SITUal | TR = I T 3meardeT feam § for 3er wanaevor, garor 31 $isRor & gR1eT wolk
ST Y& 39T oI19] fohe e |

In the coming days, separate notifications will be released for the pre-test exercise and
House Listing Operations, which will mention the dates of the first phase of the

Census. The pre-test is meant to evaluate the effectiveness of mobile apps and to
ensure that enumerators are familiar with the process.

3Tet aTel feeit # qa-a0aTor 38T X 7§ FeAIHOT F1T o TTT 37T JITAGEATT STy
STEaTY, FSreTet STTaToTeAT & gt IO Y fafAat gars smisfy| qd-adaTor &7 38 Aarger
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e On July 30, 2019, just three months after Census 2021 was announced, the government
issued another notification to update the National Population Register (NPR) under the
Citizenship Act, 1955. The NPR, which is the preliminary step in creating the National
Register of Citizens (NRC), was first compiled in 2010 and updated in 2015. It contains
data on 119 crore residents, and it was originally planned to be updated alongside the
first phase of Census 2021. However, this time, there has been no official
announcement regarding the NPR.

o 30 S[ATS 2019 T, STIOTAT 2021 T TG oh AT HEA A1, TN o AR
sfafaTa, 1955 & dgd TSET TAFEAT TAEET (NPR) Fl HIST FaA & ol Teh 3R
HTEFIT SIRY 1| NPR, ST foh sy srTR& IaeT (NRC) & fo¥ATOT hr R gfshar g,
goil IR 2010 3 Teha TR aram 247 31 2015 F 3193c fFar a=m a1| 39 119 F8
forarfiat 1 e &, T8 7T §9 @ SATOTAT 2021 F Yge TIOT & HIY ST FohaT ST AT
gTelifeh, 38 & NPR & IR & F1§ TR ayom a7éf 1 715 |

e The Census will take place in two phases: the House Listing Operations and the
Population Enumeration. Around 34 lakh enumerators and supervisors, along with
1.3 lakh Census functionaries, will be deployed to carry out this massive national
exercise.

o STSIITUTST &Y TR0 & chY SATUaR: g FeHIOT FIA 3R STAHEAT J0TAT| SH TS TAATH ht
TR e o ToIT oIaTsHaT 34 ST 0Tt 3 TdaaTsh, T 1.3 F1E SAo19r0reTT rferamrdy
deTe R et

National Population Register (NPR)
TSI ST EdT TaFel (NPR)

® The National Population Register (NPR) is a Register containing details of persons usually residing in a
village or rural area or town or ward or demarcated area within a ward in a town or urban area.

o IS FTAEEHT AT (NPR) U Ifawex & fwa ara a1 anafior &3 A1 9R A7 918 A1 9 &3 & a18 & i’
Rffaa a7 & I 77 ¥ Faw F g sgfFaat w1 @awer gar #

® NPR was first prepared in 2010 and updated in 2015 under Sub-rule (4) of Rule 3 of the Citizenship
(Registration of Citizens and Issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003, framed under the Citizenship
Act, 1955.

® NPR &I qgelt a0 2010 # IR foram a1 4 31X 2015 # sra@asT o a1, 3 o anRear sfdfaae, 1955
& dgd FITT T AT T (ARTRT & Yshehor 3T ISET ggarer 99 Y ) A7, 2003 & f@g# 3 & 39-
Ta (4) & it R = )

® To incorporate the changes due to birth, death and migration, the NPR would be updated along with
House-listing and Housing Operations of forthcoming Census.
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o IeH, HeY AR YarH & FROT g IRadAl F MA@ F AT, NPR 1 3wt stereroran Ay grzafareer sk
T3 JHTIXe=T & T e fma Sean|

® The objective of the NPR is to create a comprehensive database of usual residents in the country.

® NPR & 3827 ¢ H WA Aarfal 1 v saae 3eed a1t & |

® No document will be collected during this exercise.

o = UfhaT & SRIT FIE gFaTasT U AT fham SITwam|

Bridge in Pune district was
declared dangerous before
Collapse- Maharashtra CM

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

Following the collapse of
the century-old iron bridge
over the Indrayani river in
Pune district, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Monday said
that the District Collector
had declared the iron ped-
estrian bridge dangerous,
and warning boards had
been installed at the site.
“The Collector declared
the structure dangerous
much before the incident,
and villagers also installed
the warning signboard.
Moreover, the contract for
the construction of a new
bridge at the site has been
given, and work has alrea-
dy started,” Mr. Fadnavis
said, adding that “500
such sites” had been iden-
tified across the district.
On Sunday, the iron
bridge in Maval tehsil in
Pune district collapsed due
to overcrowding by tou-

site.
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Thorough check: Rescue workers searching for bodies on Monday
after the collapse of the bridge over the Indrayani near Pune. PTI

rists amid heavy rainfall.
The incident left four dead
and 51 injured. Two Na-
tional Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) teams have
conducted search and res-
cue operations.

‘Notification issued’

“The notifications for all
500 locations have been is-
sued with the police and
villagers involved in cau-
tioning people,” he told

presspersons in Palghar.

Meanwhile, the India
Meteorological =~ Depart-
ment has issued a red alert
in several districts of Maha-
rashtra, including Ratnagi-
ri and Raigad districts.

An orange alert has
been issued in Ahilyana-
gar, Dhule, Nandurbar,
Palghar, Mumbai, Sindhu-
durg, Thane, Pune, Satara,
Nashik, Mumbai Subur-
ban, and Jalna districts.
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Bridge in Pune
district was
declared
dangerous
before collapse:
Maharashtra CM

qor foat A g

9 9

e & vge
IGT 4T cdlelTh
aId: AgRTSE

9

Following the collapse
of the century-old iron
bridge over the
Indrayani river (a
tributary of Bhima) in
Pune district,
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Monday
said that the District
Collector had declared
the iron pedestrian
bridge dangerous, and
warning boards had
been installed at the

Road, Gorakhpur
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gor forer & Saraolt w7t (offer T v W wd) 9X o | /i WA Y F I F A

d1E AGRISE & HEIHA ade BTN o WHAR I FeT i foren FaTet o g9 ol & Yo
qol $Y U5 81 Wl aIid &Y 4 a1 AR a8 Aarae 1S oene 7w &

“The Collector declared the structure dangerous much before the incident, and
villagers also installed the warning signboard.

Folae of Tg EIAAT TCAT ST Igo WaelTh T e &r 2T 3R arefion o of Saraet

S FTaTAT AT

Moreover, the contract for the construction of a new bridge at the site has been given,
and work has already started,” Mr. Fadnavis said, adding that “500 such sites” had
been identified across the district.

ST AT, 39 T T AT I & FAATor 7 Sah1 AT 11 T § 3R 197 Tt @Y e
qHT 8, BSUTAIH o hel, {1 8 Ig 3 SirsT fh forel 3 37 ¥ 500 FUTAY T Tg<e 1 18 &

On Sunday, the iron bridge in Maval tehsil in Pune district collapsed due to
overcrowding by tourists amid heavy rainfall.

TRER Fr qoT et H Araer deier 7 Fuq ag &1 o 61 aifter & g wiewi frafis &
HROT AT a1

The incident left four dead and 51 injured.

3 gled 7 IR | Y HiT &1 915 3R 51 &1 g1y« g a7v |

Two National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) teams have conducted search and
rescue operations.

TS 3maeT Ifaf3har s (NDRF) &1 &t &t ¥ @ler 31k s srfdamer gemn|

‘Notification issued’

AT TR FT TS

“The notifications for all 500 locations have been issued with the police and
villagers involved in cautioning people,” he told presspersons in Palghar.

3giel ITTER H THHRT &l AT, “500 FATAT & foIT FEame Sy 3 & 375 § 3 ettt
AdTa=it &1 o fore gferw 3 armefiort Y enfdrer o aram &1

Meanwhile, the India Meteorological Department has issued a red alert in several
districts of Maharashtra, including Ratnagiri and Raigad districts.

s 1, TR AN AT 3T & #AgRTSe & $°3 et &, fSee I 33k I/ere
efeer g, 38 3rae ST fohar g

An orange alert has been issued in Ahilyanagar, Dhule, Nandurbar, Palghar,
Mumbai, Sindhudurg, Thane, Pune, Satara, Nashik, Mumbai Suburban, and Jalna
districts.

3R Srer frelt 7 3T 3rere I fonam s
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Analysing Internet access and digital skills in India

The first Comprehensive Annual Modular Survey shows that there is wider access to the Internet, but with significant variations across social groups

I DATA POINT

Subhanil Chowdhury
Samiran Sengupta

ne important target of the

Sustainable Development

Goals (SDGs) is to ensure
inclusive and equitable quality
education. Within this broad goal,
there are two important targets
pertaining to Internet and digital
skills. Target 4.4.1 talks about the
share of youth and adult popula-
tion who have some Information
and Communications Technology
(ICT) skill. Target 4.4.2 pertains to
a degree of proficiency in digital
skills. Therefore, to attain the
SDG4 target of education, provid-
ing ICT infrastructure and assess-
ing digital skills is important.

The data to assess these skills
were rather sparse until the Na-
tional Sample Survey Office
(NSSO) conducted the Compre-
hensive Annual Modular Survey
(CAMS) between July 2022 and
June 2023. This is arguably the first
sample survey which asks a set of
questions about people’s access
to, and use of, digital technology.
The survey was conducted across
India in 3.02 lakh households and
with 12.99 lakh people.

At the all-India level, 76.3% of
households have broadband Inter-
net facilities. In rural areas, 71.2%
of households have the facility,
while in urban areas, 86.5% do.
This data shows the deep penetra-
tion of the Internet in India. But
there are variations across States,
castes, gender, and class.

In some States, more than 90%
of the households have a broad-
band connection. These include
Delhi, Goa, Mizoram, Manipur,
Sikkim, Haryana, and Himachal
Pradesh. But in some other States,
fewer than 70% have a broadband
connection. These include West
Bengal (69.3%), Andhra Pradesh
(66.5%), Odisha (65.3%), and Aru-
nachal Pradesh (60.2%).

There are also significant varia-
tion within caste groups on the is-

sue of broadband connectivity at
home. In households in the gener-
al category, 84.1% have broadband
connection, while the numbers for
Other Backward Classes (OBCs),
Scheduled Castes (SCs), and Sche-
duled Tribes (STs) are 77.5%,
69.1%, and 64.8% respectively.
While it is significant that within all
social groups, the majority of the
households have broadband con-
nectivity, OBC, SC, and ST com-
munities are still significantly be-
hind households in the general
category in this aspect.

The most striking difference
predictably exists in terms of in-
come. Generally, the monthly per
capita consumption expenditure
(MPCE) is used as a proxy for in-
come, since income data at the
household level is not available.
From the unit-level data of CAMS,
we have arranged the population
from the bottom 10% to the top
10% in terms of MPCE (Chart 1).
While in the lowest decile class,
71.6% households don't have
broadband connectivity, the num-
ber for the highest decile class is
only 1.9%. However, even for those
who belong to the second lowest
decile class, the majority (56.2%)
have broadband connection at
home. In other words, while the
poorest are still on the wrong side
of the digital divide, broadband
connectivity improves with every
decile class. Economic status is a
significant determinant of broad-
band connectivity. The govern-
ment has said that provision of
high-speed Internet is a funda-
mental utility akin to water or elec-
tricity (Digital India website). To
facilitate coverage of the poorest
sections of the society, the govern-
ment can think of subsidising
broadband connections so that
there is universal coverage.

According to the CAMS report,
94.2% of rural households and
97.1% of urban households have
mobile or telephone connections
in their households. When we look
at people aged 15 years and above,
92.4% in urban areas and 83.9% in
rural areas can use mobile phones.

However, a deeper look at the data
shows that the use of mobile
phones is not as universal as the
headline numbers suggest.

Table 2 shows the share of the
population who use a mobile
phone with an active SIM card ex-
clusively, for making calls or ac-
cessing the Internet. The data
shows that women and socially de-
prived sections are at a disadvan-
tage. For example, within the gen-
eral category, only 25.3% of
women use mobile phones exclu-
sively in rural areas, while the
number for urban areas is 51.2%.
For SCs, STs, and OBCs, the num-
bers are far below the general cate-
gory for both men and women.

While there is a lot of discussion
about 5G connectivity in India, da-
ta show that just more than half
the population in rural areas uses
4G, while more than 70% in urban
areas use the same. A significant
share of the population (40.4%)
still uses mobile technology which
is more primitive than 4G. The
share of people with 5G connectiv-
ity is negligible in the country.

To gauge digital skills, we fo-
cused on some basic tasks such as
using the Internet, sending emails,
copy-pasting from documents, us-
ing arithmetic operations in
spreadsheets, and performing on-
line banking transactions (Chart
3). Around 53.6% of the popula-
tion (15 years and above) can use
the Internet in rural areas and 74%
in urban areas. The proportion
who can send/receive emails is
even lower (20% for rural, 40% for
urban). Only around 40% of the
rural population can perform the
copy-paste function, while 60% of
the urban population can. The
share of people who can perform
arithmetic operations in spread-
sheets is extremely low. Only
37.8% of India’s population aged 15
years and above can perform on-
line banking transactions.

Subhanil Chowdhury is an Associate
Professor of Economics at St. Xavier's
University, Kolkata, and Samiran Sengupta is
adata analyst

= —

Digital
goals

The data for
the charts were
calculated by
the authors
based onunit
level data of the
Comprehensive
Annual Modular
Survey for
2022-2023

Chart 1: The chart shows the broadband connectivity of households according
to the decile classes of Monthly Per Capita Expenditurem (in %)

100 Only 28.4% of households in the lowest decile

had access to broadband connectivity

1 2

Table 2: Proportion
of the population
who use any mobile
phone with an
active SIM card

exclusively for mak-

ing calls or access-
ing the Internet

5 6 7 8 9 10
Male Female Male Female
GEN 45.8 25.3 ‘7 69.9 | 51.2
0BC 41.1 20.6 [ 633 | 413
SC 354 16.4 54.5 333
ST 35.6 155 [ 613 439

Chart 3: Select digital skills of the rural and urban populations of India (15 years

and above) (in %)
80
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Analysing Internet access and digital skills in India

W # geteie gd 3N Biorea e & faverwor

One of the key targets of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is to ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education. Within this broad objective, two crucial targets

relate specifically to Internet access and digital skills.
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$H SATYH 38T & AN &Y Agcaqol Ta v w7 § getae vgw 3R Bioea whra F 2 ¥

Target 4.4.1 focuses on the proportion of youth and adults who possess some level of
Information and Communications Technology (ICT) skills, while Target 4.4.2 deals
with the degree of proficiency in digital skills.

&Y 4.4.1 37 a3t 3R FFEH & yfaerd W Hd & oot ora $o gaen ik ' r
e A (ICT) Fleret g &, STafh a7 4.4.2 BiSea Fherer # garar 1 A1 @ Fefa
gl

To achieve SDG 4 on education, it is essential to strengthen ICT infrastructure and
measure digital capabilities effectively.

SDG 4 & AfaTeh ofag &l Yo & & TV ICT FFAATEY ST Y Hofed heetr AR Bioreer

&THAT3T Pl THTAT &IT T AT 3TI2TH ¢

Until recently, data on these parameters remained limited. That changed with the
Comprehensive Annual Modular Survey (CAMS) conducted by the National Sample
Survey Office (NSSO) between July 2022 and June 2023. It is arguably the first
national-level sample survey that systematically collected information on people’s
access to and use of digital technology. The survey covered 3.02 lakh households
and involved 12.99 lakh individuals across India.

gTel &1 cTeh 31 HTeTenl WX ST WA AUT| I AT AT AT waTor FATET (NSSO)
CANT ST 2022 { ST 2023 & Sl fhT 10 FHA i ATFYER FI&T0T (CAMS) & A1
el | g HeTTeT: Ugell ASENT T T A5AT WaTor &, Forest avart oy RfSree et as
TET 3 IHH ITAT § S AR ST T H UHT Y 915 | T§ TAGTOT X 3R &
3.02 9 gRaERT 3R 12.99 9@ | & nfFe T gl

National Sample Survey Office (NSSO)

YT ST | HTaTed (NSSO)

The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) is a premier statistical agency in India
responsible for conducting large-scale sample surveys to collect socio-economic data.

YT H¥Ud | Hrated (NSSO) HRd i U UHE HifIa1a Toidl & o ATHTfores-3fi®
TP B Uhd B P [T I8 JH TR THAT HI&OT BT &

It plays a crucial role in supporting evidence-based policymaking by providing reliable data
on employment, consumption, health, education, agriculture, and other sectors.

g AR, WUd, A, e, Y iR 37 &3 R Ry oide UeH Hra au-smemia
Hifer fRfor & wgeagof yftre Aurd 1

NSSO operates under the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI),
Government of India.

NSSO HRd IRHR & Fifeaa! 3R STihd STa-ad- HATAT (MoSPI) & dgd BRI Hdl g
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Historical Background

e geyfa

e Established in 1950, the NSSO was the brainchild of renowned statistician Prof. P.C.
Mahalanobis, who is also considered the father of modern statistics in India.

o 1950 H RIMUG, NSSO URNg Gifemesifag . | 4. weramifad & deun dl, 5 URa &
YfIe Tifre! &1 5w off A1 S |
e It was created to meet the growing demand for reliable, timely, and comprehensive
statistical data on various socio-economic indicators in post-independence India.
o I% WAAA1-IR R § fafls i -enfie ddhawt w faywiig, awg w ok aues
FifID I ST B Fad! T DI IR HRA o (o ST 7 7|
e In 2019, NSSO was merged with the Central Statistics Office (CSO) to form the National
Statistical Office (NSO) under MoSPI. However, the survey functions earlier performed by
NSSO continue under the NSO.
o 2019, NSSO P! HEN WifSTH! Pt (CSO) F WY faerd H P Wit pratay
%NSO) 1 T3 T 7T | BTetifeh, NSSO R Ugd febU 71T Hefarur 14 31 +f NSO & el SR
I
Key Functions of NSSO
NSSO & W H ST

e Conducting National Sample Surveys (NSS) at regular intervals on topics like:
Frafafed fawal w Frafia siovra W Ista A wdamn (Nss) &1 e
Employment-Unemployment

Consumer Expenditure

SUHIT T

Social Consumption (health and education)
AT SUHNT (FRA 3R e

Housing Conditions and Urban Slums

3T 1 RUF SR 2l gl

Unorganized Sector and Enterprises

3RS &7 3R ITH

Agricultural Practices and Crop Cutting Experiments
HY ugfoaT iR BUd Hers yanT

Providing inputs to national accounts and socio-economic planning by:

AP @Il 3R ATHIS- 31T i1 & T TSR TEH ST, o

O O 0O OO0 0O O O O O O ©o

Estimating employment and unemployment trends

RATATR 3R SRISATRY BT g BT STAM AT

Measuring poverty and inequality through consumption data

SUHRT STT & AL | TS SR SRAHHdT BT A0

Assessing impact of policies and schemes like MNREGS, NFSA, Ayushman Bharat, etc.

TR, NFSA, SIS YRd 311fe srft et 3R dierrstt & wyra &1 edidd

O 0O 0O O O ©
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Organlzatlonal Structure (Before Merger)
WIS w1 (faea | qd)

¢ Field Operations Division (FOD): Conducts surveys through regional and sub-regional
offices.

. Wit TR fEde (Fop): &g 3k 3u-a=fta sratedl & ey I gder Hrar gl

e Survey Design and Research Division (SDRD): Designs survey methodologies and
sampling frames.

o T4 fEwTe SR fyud f&dis= (SDRD): wderur &Y Hrivomedt 3R TAT Wva=mg oA
FRAT g

o Data Processing Division (DPD): Handles data validation, tabulation, and analysis.

o Sc1 AR f&dis (DPD): 3T Ft T, RSN 3R fa=awor &1 Hrf Fvar 3|

e Coordination and Publication Division (CPD): Coordinates survey results and publishes
reports.

o  BIATSANA TS ufRIP=A fEd (cPD): Hd&vr uf¥umal &1 TH=ag 3R Ruief &1 yem=E
FRAT g

e Post-2019, all these functions continue under the unified National Statistical Office (NSO).

o 2019 ¥ 91g, 3 9 BT TSIpd AP WilP! STATEF (NSO) P T80 WK 5 |

¢ The results show that at the national level, 76.3% of households have broadband
Internet facilities. In rural areas, this figure stands at 71.2%, while in urban areas, it
rises to 86.5%, indicating a deep penetration of the Internet across the country.
However, this access is not uniform; there are visible disparities across States, caste
groups, gender, and economic classes.

o aRUTHA a1 § o TSET FR W 76.3% IRART & I1H Fisds geteie R 300y ¢
ATHIOT 831 F A IHTehsT 71.2% &, STeifeh AR 4131 3 Ig 86.5% T Ugadl ¢, S WA H
ST T 6L TG T ST T BT, TE TEa T oF1 ¢; T, el waggh, e sk
T Faif & & TISe I TATATT T 718 £

e Some States show very high levels of access. In Delhi, Goa, Mizoram, Manipur,
Sikkim, Haryana, and Himachal Pradesh, more than 90% of households reported
having a broadband connection. On the other hand, States such as West Bengal

(69.3%), Andhra Pradesh (66.5%), Odisha (65.3%), and Arunachal Pradesh (60.2%)
lag behind the national average.

. @mﬁ@awwmﬁnﬁl feeeh, i, e, aftrqe, R, s sik
feaTerer waer 7 90% ¥ 3w TRART S5 FHolerleT glet Sl SATTDHRT &l LT 3K,
qfEH ST (69.3%), 31TET W2 (66.5%), T (65.3%) 3R FUTTEer He2r (60.2%) A
T T4 3iaa @ O E

o Caste-wise disparities are also significant. Among general category households,
84.1% have broadband connectivity. In comparison, this number drops to 77.5% for

OBCs, 69.1% for Scheduled Castes (SCs), and 64.8% for Scheduled Tribes (STs).
While it is encouraging that a majority of households in all caste categories have
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broadband access, the gap between privileged and marginalised groups remains
considerable.

o QI IFATAATT 3N Il § | AT 31 & 84.1% TRART & UTH §1588 el [FeiacT
€1 38 HhISC, Tg 377hsT OBC H 77.5%, SC # 69.1%, 3R ST # 64.8% &1 T
3cHTESTeTeh § o T STy ATt 3 3rfrehier aRERT &t siisds & giaur A §, AfereT
WA T3 AT FTRIC & Fgl o ore 1 37T 3730 ot FAgcaqul o1 g3 &

Digital Divide in India Based on Income, Gender, and Skills

AR # 3m, foer 3R sierer ¥ 3mena Rfoed Qe

e The most visible difference in digital access is seen in terms of income. Since direct
household income data is not available, researchers use monthly per capita
consumption expenditure (MPCE) as a proxy.

o TBfSee 95T 7 T8 TIC 3R A & IR R W A &1 I TegaT TRaTRen 3 32T
YIS 18T &, SATIT 2AeThdT ATRAF Ui sAfFd 3UHRT 9T (MPCE) & [dshed & &9 &

STAHATT A & |
o Based on unit-level data from CAMS, the population has been divided from the bottom

10% to the top 10% based on MPCE. In the lowest decile class, a large proportion,
about 71.6% of households, lack broadband connectivity.

o CAMS & JfAe-FaX 32T & TR W SFAHEIT HT fa=ret 10% & I 10% s MPCE &
3R qafiehct foham TraT B |
e In contrast, only 1.9% of households in the highest decile class are without broadband.

Interestingly, even in the second lowest decile, 56.2% of households already have
access to broadband at home.

o AT SHT R H 91397 71.6% IRERY & UTH di5ds FATFeAd A8 &, Tafs gafea gq@a
e & I8 I Fad 1.9% B

e This shows that though the poorest remain excluded from digital access, broadband

connectivity improves consistently with each income level. Hence, economic
status clearly influences access to digital infrastructure.

o TEoaey a1d 7 € o g@t g a9t 7 o7 56.2% TRART & 919 Tge @ & W A Ssds
Fole §| SHE TIOT § o ST wardr o oo a1 off Bfoiee wgwr @ dfea €, ot ev
it & arer stsds FAPCRIE # GUT EIeT ¥ ST, Tg TSE ¥ T e Reufy RfSeer
AT Eﬁrqéu F gATfad P &

e« The government has recognised high-speed Internet as a basic utility, comparable to
water and electricity (as per the Digital India website). To ensure access for the
poorest sections, the government could consider subsidising broadband
connections for universal coverage.
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o | BIHR A A e FeXAT Y 9Tt AR Frsrelt Sieh Fereqa @ar & &9 & AIar & & (Bioed
33T deETse & AN | W I it T TE T YARTT H & T TAR Y siizds
Forde I Fe ¢ I TR T Afgu|

e According to the CAMS report, access to basic mobile or telephone connectivity is
very high, with 94.2% rural households and 97.1% of urban households having at
least one mobile or landline connection.

o CAMS RHIE & 31THR, A ANSTSel AT B FeAfre [aeY T a5 Hoh T8 &, STet
94.2% Fm#EYor 9RERT 31X 97.1% 2redt IRaRY & I 7 T FH T AlGS AT oSS
FHoAFUA ¢ |

e Among individuals aged 15 years and above, 83.9% in rural areas and 92.4% in
urban areas are able to use mobile phones.

o 1538 3R 3TF HAF 3g & St A, arior &= F 83.9% 3N g & F 92.4% T
AT BIeT T ITJNT N Thd ¢ |

¢ However, on closer examination, mobile usage is not as universal as it appears.

o gTolifh, ITETS ¥ W I IE TISC BT & T Aarser 39ANT a0 grasifas 78 & oaer
37hst A fe@ar gl

e The data shows that many people, especially women and socially marginalised
groups, are at a disadvantage.

o 37 Fdd g 7o [y &0 & #fgene 3R amfares &0 & afa @9qg 58 AHd A IS §
o Forinstance, in the general category, only 25.3% rural women use mobile phones

exclusively, while the figure is 51.2% for urban women. Among SCs, STs, and OBCs,
usage rates are even lower for both men and women.

o 3CIEXUT & [V, AIHATT qoT T ATHIOT ATFT31T 7 Hadl 25.3% & AGTST BieT T faAy
YA AT 8, STafch Agd AFATHT 3 T 317haT 51.2% & | &r SC, ST 31X OBC Feif 7 g
3egarel gt 3R AfFensit At & fow 3k o FA B

e There is significant discussion on 5G connectivity in India, but the reality is that just
over half the rural population uses 4G, whereas more than 70% of urban users do.

Still, a large section, about 40.4%, uses older mobile technologies, and access to 5G
remains negligible across the country.

o HRA H 5G FATFCTAET PT HT HIDT TdT §, eAfohel gehlahc TG o 1o ATHIOT 83T 1 3 &
3T HTETEY &1 4G T 3TANT AT §, STafh g STARTHAIAT 7 70% F 378 Ig dovelen
SEAAT el ¢ | T oY, Teh o137 a9, TIaTTaT 40.4%, 31 81 GRTA AYATF Ahadlehl T 3TATT
AT &, IR Q&M A 5G HY 9ET 9gg AT &

o To assess digital skills, the study focused on basic functions like Internet use, sending
emails, copy-paste, doing calculations in spreadsheets, and conducting online
banking.

o fforea Fhra &1 HJedie a1 & U e F §evae 3uAT, $AT Aerer, Hidl-9F
FIAT, T32fe 7 AoTATd F¥at, N Aferenmsar dfher S giavandy s ov earet SHfga )
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e Only 53.6% of rural and 74% of urban residents aged 15 years and above can use
the Internet.

o 1539 3R 38 HAF 3 & FrHior QA H Shaer 53.6% 3R AT & H 74% o7 e
FT 3TANT F Fhdl g |

e The share of those who can send or receive emails is lower — 20% in rural and 40%
in urban areas. In rural areas, just 40% can perform copy-paste, compared to 60% in
urban areas.

o SAT AT IT IS FIA T &THAT 3TN o7 FoT § — IATHOT 8131 H 20% 31K gl ey &F
40% | IrFoT &33Y F Faer 40% AT &Y FAI-9FE HT Tohd &, STaTdh AL &3 & ITg 317ehar
60% &1

o Even fewer people can use arithmetic operations in spreadsheets. Only 37.8% of
Indians aged 15 and above are capable of conducting online banking transactions.

o SEd HA oI FHSeE F A0ET A H TeTH 1 R 15 9§ IR IHQ 70 31 F haer
37.8% T &1 JifeTeltger ST AT T Fehel § |
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What is the significance of the Shipki La pas

Why was tourism and trade stopped at the Shipki La pass? What is the cultural and spiritual connection that binds people on both sides of the border? Did the
Shipki La pass account for a great volume of bilateral trade between India and China? Will its reopening encourage religious tourism?

G8F

EXPLAINER

Tikender Singh Panwar

The story so far:
imachal Pradesh has opened
the Shipki La pass, a
motorable mountain pass in
the Kinnaur district, to
domestic tourists, a step which locals
hope will revitalise tourism and trade.

‘What is its historical importance?
Centuries before national borders and
geopolitical tensions defined regions, the
Shipki La Pass in Himachal Pradesh’s
Kinnaur district served as a vital trade
route between India and Tibet (now part
of China). Situated at an elevation of
3,930 metres above sea level, the pass has
been part of documented trade since the
15th century, although oral histories
suggest its legacy extends even further
back. According to folklore, cross-border
trade was based on an oath sworn by
communities on both sides — “Till the
water in Kailash Man Sarovar Lake does
not dry, a black crow does not turn white,
and the highest peak Rijo Pugal does not
flatten, this trade agreement shall
continue.” This poetic pledge symbolised
an enduring bond that withstood
centuries, until political realities
disrupted it.

‘Why was the trade route closed?
The once-thriving commerce through
Shipki La came to a standstill due to a
series of geopolitical events. It was first
disrupted after the Sino-India War of
1962, followed by further breakdowns
post the Doklam standoff and the
COVID-19 pandemic. The trade route
remains shut to commercial exchange.

Why has the recent intervention
sparked enthusiasm?

The Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh
inaugurated tourism access to Shipki La
without the previously mandatory permit
system. Indian tourists can now visit

P

New beginnings: Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu takes part in a performance
during the launch of tourism activities, at Shipki La pass in Kinnaur, Himachal Pradesh, on June 10.pTI

using just their Aadhaar card, a move that
has stirred optimism across the region.

The communities of Kinnaur,
particularly those from Scheduled Tribes
and Scheduled Castes, share a
deep-rooted cultural and economic
relationship with Tibetan counterparts.
Historically, the Bushahr State (now
Rampur) in India and Guge in Tibet were
principal players in the region’s trade.
The Kinnaur Indo-China Trade
Association, based in Reckong Peo, has
voiced a formal appeal to reopen the
trade route through Shipki La. The Chief
Minister has assured that the issue will be
taken up with the Ministry of External
Affairs.

What goods were traded?
The commodities exchanged between
India and Tibet through Shipki La were

both diverse and valuable.

Imports from Tibet included wool (the
most profitable item), pack and saddle
horses, goats, sheep, mutton, yak and
goatskins, yak hair (used for ropes and
saddlebags), devotional items such as
prayer wheels, thangkas, rosaries, and
bowls, as well as borax, turquoise, and
gold. Exports to Tibet from India included
grains such as barley, wheat, rice, millet,
lentils, chickpeas, and oil, dried fruits,
vegetables, spices, tobacco, timber,
copper and brass utensils, and iron tools.

Gold and turquoise were particularly
cherished, which were integral to
traditional Kinnauri women’s jewellery —
creating constant local demand and
sustaining artisan communities. These
exchanges weren’t just transactional; they
shaped cultural practices, local crafts, and
even dietary habits across generations.

Significance of the Shipki La Pass
g ar g¥ FT AFT

Himachal Pradesh has opened the Shipki La pass, a motorable mountain pass in
the Kinnaur district, to domestic tourists, a step which locals hope will revitalise
tourism and trade.

feaTerer weur & freaiit forer F Ry AreYae vl &t Rraehr o 1 ele] wdest & faw
@ 3 2, Towd v et wdee 3 SR & gesitas $t 35fe #:1 w@ 8

If trade volume is limited, why is
there still so much excitement?

It’s true that trade through the three land
passes with China — including those in
Arunachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand —
does not account for a significant volume
of bilateral trade.

But enthusiasm for trade and tourism
lie in connectivity and opportunity.
Reopening Shipki La could shorten the
journey from Delhi to Mansarovar by 14
days, a potential game-changer for
religious tourism and cross-border travel.
This could also boost employment for
local youth, enhance regional trade
infrastructure, and catalyse growth in
hospitality and allied sectors.

Additionally, the reopening may serve
a strategic purpose as well — a soft
diplomatic gesture and a community-led
model of cross-border trust-building,
independent of high-level state
diplomacy. For a region often sidelined in
national dialogues, such grassroots
engagement could play a crucial role in
shaping future peace corridors.

What is the cultural connection?
Unlike the India-Pakistan border, where
cross-border blood relations exist, the
India-China border around Shipki La is
defined more by shared lifestyles than
lineage. The people on both sides are
primarily pastoralists, and many
surnames overlap — for instance, the
Namgyal surname is found both in Leh
and across the Tibetan plateau.

Cultural ties also endure through
religion. Upper Kinnaur and the adjacent
Tibetan region predominantly follow
Buddhism, sustaining a spiritual and
civilisational continuity even in the face of
political divisions. Monastic traditions,
festivals, and oral lore reflect a shared
heritage that survives despite barriers of
nationhood. Reopening Shipki La could
become more than a regional story — it
might just be a case study in diplomacy
through development and heritage.

Tikender Singh Panwar is former deputy
mayor of Shimla, and member of the
Kerala Urban Commission.

THE GIST

v

Centuries before national
borders and geopolitical
tensions defined regions, the
Shipki La Pass in Himachal
Pradesh’s Kinnaur district
served as a vital trade route
between India and Tibet (now
part of China).

v

The commodities exchanged
between India and Tibet
through Shipki La were both
diverse and valuable.

v

Reopening Shipki La could
shorten the journey from Delhi
to Mansarovar by 14 days, a
potential game-changer for
religious tourism and
cross-border travel.

o Centuries before national borders and geopolitical tensions defined regions, the
Shipki La Pass in Himachal Pradesh’s Kinnaur district served as a vital trade route
between India and Tibet (now part of China).

ST ek IEET HATT 3N S dei1a a1 st AR ¢ aa &, a9 ah fgATaer

a2l & fareaiiy forer 97 RIwehy a1 et o 3R forsaa (3@ et &1 ) & i v Ageayr

SR AR & & F 1Y AT 47|
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Situated at an elevation of 3,930 metres above sea level, the pass has been part of
documented trade since the 15th century, although oral histories suggest its legacy
extends even further back.

Ig & W e ¥ 3,930 FieX T Fur$ w1 Ry § 3N 75 159t arared) ¥ yf@d saraw v
feear T &, greife Aiffe WaRie s Rad &1 sad 97 318 urde AT

According to folklore, cross-border trade was based on an oath sworn by communities
on both sides — “Till the water in Kailash Man Sarovar Lake does not dry, a black
crow does not turn white, and the highest peak Rijo Pugal does not flatten, this
trade agreement shall continue.”

AT o AR, HIAT-IN SR St T8I o FHETA SarT folv IV T A9Y T
TR AT — “S T FelTl ATTENG T ST FT Telt @ o ST, FHTeAT BT TP o 81
9T, 3R TR F=f N Rt G@Erer @A 7 81 A0, a9 aF I§ AR AT TR @1

This poetic pledge symbolised an enduring bond that withstood centuries, until
political realities disrupted it.

Ig HISATCHE ATY WGAT § =t 3T @ TF 3EC §aY 7 Fcliah 2, [0 a1¢ 7 erehifas
uRfFufaat @ aifta & |

Why was the trade route closed?
SATIR AT F4T § g3m?

The once-thriving commerce through Shipki La came to a standstill due to a series of
geopolitical events.

fRIehY T & Blent TeTel aTell il FHCH SATIR SATSTAI R BCAT3NT HT TH HET o HROT

och 1T |

It was first disrupted after the Sino-India War of 1962, followed by further breakdowns
post the Doklam standoff and the COVID-19 pandemic.

TE Teel 1962 & HRA-HIeT I & ST T g3, 3R T Ao arfaier 3R Ffas-19
HETATYY & T 3R g I

The trade route remains shut to commercial exchange.

I IR A 3737 o eraE s A3 & AT ag B

Why has the recent intervention sparked enthusiasm?

giferT gFasiT @ 3caTe F41 9eT 872

The Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh inaugurated tourism access to Shipki La
without the previously mandatory permit system.

femarer wder & FEAHAN =7 RITH a1 T Thewt TgT AT 3T Y, [SFEH Teel 3T
JreTAT gorTelt Y geT foam aram|

Indian tourists can now visit using just their Aadhaar card, a move that has stirred
optimism across the region.
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3T ARART TIEHF Shdel Ul TR FTS T ST e JgT off Hehl o, ToTTH G &1 H
3T Y AT Sl TS &

e The communities of Kinnaur, particularly those from Scheduled Tribes and
Scheduled Castes, share a deep-rooted cultural and economic relationship with
Tibetan counterparts.

fareile 1w, faR &9 & g serenta 3R srgq e sfar & o, s
AT &A1Y 7Y WiEHfaF 3T 3nfdw Faer @ :d &)

o Historically, the Bushahr State (now Rampur) in India and Guge in Tibet were
principal players in the region’s trade.
UfAETAeh T H, HR T FAC TS (3 TA) iR T¥ealc 7 IEF AT 34 819 & AR A
qEY #fER U

e The Kinnaur Indo-China Trade Association, based in Reckong Peo, has voiced a
formal appeal to reopen the trade route through Shipki La.

Reapiar 31 FEra freiit s -eier samar @ o RIgehr o F ATEIw § SATIR AT Y I
e i 3ioaie srdiea fr g

e The Chief Minister has assured that the issue will be taken up with the Ministry of
External Affairs.
HEIAA o ITRATEH T § 7o Tg Hear fader #Areryr & Hoet 3orm S|
What goods were traded?
frer a3t T saTaR gar 4r?
o The commodities exchanged between India and Tibet through Shipki La were both
diverse and valuable.

#Rd 3R e & & fAagehr a1 & ATeIw & R AT SR & aqe Ry 3R gegar

o)

e Imports from Tibet included wool (the most profitable item), pack @
and saddle horses, goats, sheep, mutton, yak and goatskins, 4
yak hair (used for ropes and saddlebags), devotional items such as a@

prayer wheels, thangkas, rosaries, and bowls, as well as borax, 2 * &2
turquoise, and gold. U @

foead @ IR & AT A FeT (FoA TS a&q), Fary AR % : Q/}@
5T A aTe W13, I, A, AeA, I AR FFN A @, IFF A | w )
(a3 At & forw 3Aen), #iFd avqv SHa wrdar @, g9 &,

AT, 3R FER, T & SRFH, BRI #R ||

e Exports to Tibet from India included grains such as barley, wheat, rice, millet, lentils,
chickpeas, and oil, dried fruits, vegetables, spices, tobacco, timber, copper and
brass utensils, and iron tools.

AR & feard 1 fordi o enfdver 2 srerer S it g, wrae, STorT, A, =1 3R A,
@ A9, wfeaat, 7, darg, a3, aid 3R fiaa & a7, 3w F dew|

e Gold and turquoise were particularly cherished, which were integral to traditional
Kinnauri women'’s jewellery, creating constant local demand and sustaining artisan
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communities.
AT AR PRI AR &7 & 07 4, S et fre=ii wfgemait & smeqwort &1 Rear &
— T8 FuTeltr Aiar 5oit Tl &Y 3R FHPR wegerat 1 wgt Ao an

These exchanges weren't just transactional; they shaped cultural practices, local
crafts, and even dietary habits across generations.

Ig RAfSA Shaer caaTies 78T 4T, 58 AiEpfas WY, T Rrew, 3 757 a=
GTAYTS &Y 3al 1 o NiSAT do genfaa |

If trade volume is limited, why is there still so much excitement?

3R TR Y AT WA 8, A Y 3l ScgFar #4t g2

It's true that trade through the three land passes with China — including those in
Arunachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand — does not account for a significant volume of
bilateral trade.

I T ¢ o 3eumae weer 3R 3erEs afga e & 9 i e ARt & Areaw e
aTell SATIR Fgeaqor gfaafir sarar 1 AT & 767 317
But enthusiasm for trade and tourism lie in connectivity and opportunity.

ifehet 2R 3R wdea & 9fa e a9 3R sraat 7 Afea 81

Reopening Shipki La could shorten the journey from Delhi to Mansarovar by 14
days, a potential game-changer for religious tourism and cross-border travel.

FRITRT & T foFT & Wiere! T ool ¥ ATFENER Y AT 14 & F7 8 ha &, 5 anfdiw
e 3N HAT-9R AT & foU e Agcaqut dgard gl gehdT o

This could also boost employment for local youth, enhance regional trade
infrastructure, and catalyse growth in hospitality and allied sectors.

S T arat & fAT AR 576 Tohar &, &= samaRa ai= 1 g o o deha 8,
AR gifeaefordY qom gager 813 7 gefe &1 dehd ¢
Additionally, the reopening may serve a strategic purpose as well — a soft diplomatic

gesture and a community-led model of cross-border trust-building, independent of
high-level state diplomacy.

g8 37eTAT, SHT Je1: 3CHTCH Ueh (0Tl 3682 811 81 Hehcll § — Ush HAIH Headlias
FHa 3R WAT-aR frearw faATor @1 wegerr-3mnRa Aisd, S ITEEaT ToT Feafa @
Tad gam|

For a region often sidelined in national dialogues, such grassroots engagement could
play a crucial role in shaping future peace corridors.

Teh QAT &7 ST 37FER TET Harel 3 3U&T @aT ¥, 981 59 YR T T smeferd
Hiasg & erifer AT & fAATT F Ageaqet sfAET e T

What is the cultural connection?

AIEF o Fae 77 872
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¢ Unlike the India-Pakistan border, where cross-border blood relations exist, the
India-China border around Shipki La is defined more by shared lifestyles than
lineage.

HRT-TIfhEare H#AT & AT, sl HAT-IR T T &, Iy a1 F 399 Y sTRa-der
AT 3T g1 Shaerdtel ¥ oo gt &, &7 5 Jemaeh @i

e The people on both sides are primarily pastoralists, and many surnames overlap —
for instance, the Namgyal surname is found both in Leh and across the Tibetan
plateau.

alet Tail o ST AT RITAF ¢, 3R $S 390 TF A § — 59 o arwearer suama, St
A% 3R fAsadY TR &=t 7 grar ST g1

e Cultural ties also endure through religion. Upper Kinnaur and the adjacent Tibetan
region predominantly follow Buddhism, sustaining a spiritual and civilisational
continuity even in the face of political divisions.

3 & ATETH @ o W e Tl 7 6l ¢ 1 FH et 3R Foiiacf fsardht & 7
®q H et €t 7 qreled X 8, SN Tt s & dragje reatfons AR gagamra
foaRar 5= @a g

 Monastic traditions, festivals, and oral lore reflect a shared heritage that survives
despite barriers of nationhood.

S WWIY, AR, 3 A Wad v areh R & gt § St s damst &
Tasig Shfad 81

e Reopening Shipki La could become more than a regional story — it might just be a
case study in diplomacy through development and heritage.

FRITEhY oI ST T & WISTAT haol Ueh &I FUT 78] 819 — Ig e 3 fwa & Aregs
¥ FeAl T Teh HEAAT Tl Hehell & |

J’q’ /(//
4

2

%
X &

A
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Mountain Passes and Tunnels in Jammu & Kashmir

oA 3R HR & uddig &3 o gt

Karakoram Pass

FRIPRA

e The Karakoram Pass is located at an altitude of 5,540 meters (18,176 ft), on the boundary
between India and China in the Ladakh region.

o PRIBRH X[ 5,540 HIeT (18,176 BIT) B! HdTs W, YR 3R T4 P WA R derg &7 7 g
&l

e |t connects Leh in India to Yarkand in the Xinjiang province of China, via the ancient Silk Route.

e T8 YRJ H AT 3! 919 & RERRT vid & aR$e ¥ UriA fied e & T J Ssdr gl

e Itis the highest pass in India on the India-China border, but not used for motorable traffic due
to extreme weather and high altitude.

o UE HURA-TH HHT R URA BT a4 ST &3 ¢, Afh-1 fapa T 3R raafie Hams & HRO
a8 raraTd & R STkt 781 gIe |
e It lies in the Karakoram Range, north of the Pangong Tso lake.

o UE PRIGRHA Ydd g@ar § Ry g, 3R A7 & 3he & 3w & Ry 3|

Umling La or Umlung La

SHTHT &1 T UG &1

e Umling La is currently the world’s highest motorable road, situated at an altitude of 5,883
meters (19,300 feet).

o IR A1 I | g o1 9ed Sarg W R Hievad 8@ ¢, S 5,883 Hiex (19,300 Wie) 3
Sas R Y5l

e Located in the Demchok sector of Eastern Ladakh, near the Indo-China border, it was
constructed by the BRO in 2021.

. g%mqﬁfama?émﬁmﬁ, YRA-99 F91 & I fRYT g, 3k 38 2021 ® BRO gRT fAfifa

T Y|

e Umling La or Umlung La is the highest paved road and mountain pass in the world, located in
Ladakh, India, on the ridgeline between Koyul Lungpa and the Indus River near Demchok.

o I A1 T SHGY AT G141 BT TIA 4l UGPT SP AR 3R UgTEY &1 8, St Aere, HRa
HIga T 3R Riy 7t & o9 o) Reramgd ), Swae & U™ Rd 8|

e At an elevation of 19,024 feet (5,799 m), it forms the source for the Umlung stream that drains
into the Indus and a tributary of the Kiungdul river that drains into Koyul Lungpa.

o 19,024 WIT (5,799 Hex) T Sars W U T8 X, IUFGT URT H1 9id & of Ry T & et 8, sk
1Y § FGIG Gt DY TP WP A1 $1 9id 4 3, Sl SIger GIrar & 55t g

e The road connects important villages like Chisumle and Demchok.

o U5 USH fagad 3R SRS S AUl ia) ®I Sl 8

e Its construction is seen as a symbol of India's border infrastructure capability in high-altitude
terrains.

o THT AT SuTs arat & W YR B FT SMURYT TAAT &1 BT Uelte [T Sl 81
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Burzil Pass

gfefa =

e The Burzil Pass lies at approximately 4,100 meters (13,451 feet) and connects Srinagar to Gilgit,
located on the north of the Great Himalayan Range.

o givta o=f @ 4,100 Wex (13,451 Wie) 3 Fas R YT § R 78 iR & frafa d ssarg,
S weT feuTerg gaen & W d fR@ g1

e It has historical significance as part of the ancient route used by traders and pilgrims between
Kashmir and Central Asia.

. 78 tfaefie ©u A ueayf § wifs a8 2R iR wer vhRrn & g amafyal ik didfarfat

FRT ST fbT 7 w9t &1 e <@ 81

Currently, it falls close to the Line of Control (LoC), so civilian movement is restricted.

I B g fA1a=0r 36T (LoC) & e R &, S AN Sirareig! wfaefid ¢

It is strategically important for the Indian Army and the region of Gurez valley.

T8 YR T 3R TRW "1t 871 & fore Torifae ©u | gy 8|

Khardung La Pass
TR a1 &

e The Khardung La Pass is located at 5,359 meters (17,582 feet) and lies north of Leh, connecting
the Indus Valley to the Shyok and Nubra Valleys.

o  WREN AT 5,359 Wev (17,582 WIe) Bt HaTs W U g 3R Ag & IuR A g, ol Ry a1t 1
P 3R Ja1 Tifeal ¥ e gl

o It is vital for military logistics as it connects Leh to the Siachen Glacier base.

o UE I WG & o Hewyul § Fifes U8 Ag # Ry @R 99 3 Ssarg|

Zoji La Pass

witelt @1 &<t

e The Zoji La Pass is located at 3,528 meters (11,575 feet) and lies in the Zaskar Range of the
Himalayas.

o ilol @ gz 3,528 Wex (11,575 Wie) & S8 R T § 3R 7% feuray 9 v gaen o Ria

g

It connects Srinagar to Leh, making it a strategic pass for connecting Kashmir with Ladakh.

78 fFTR B AF I TSl 5, o 98 $IAR S Agra | S aral UHIa® =i §aT 5|

Due to heavy snowfall, the pass remains closed during winters, affecting connectivity.

U THart & HRUT I8 o=f wfdal & dg e 3, SR Wudh guifad giar g |

It is crucial for civilian access and military movement to the Ladakh region.

I A5G & § ANTRS Ug™ 3R 9= TanTH & fo 3rcid Agayuf 51

Zoji La Tunnel

ol &1 AT
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e The Zoji La Tunnel is under construction and when completed will be the longest bi-directional
tunnel in Asia, at a length of 13.14 km (not 14 km).

o ISl o I FEioneE B ok 9% I M R I8 TR it aed dd i g enht, e ders
13.14 f&eit (14 T =) B

e It aims to ensure all-weather connectivity between Srinagar and Leh via Sonamarg.

o TP I AT F A1 A AR MR A7 F 9 % Nau & sAfaefad gAfda s g

e The tunnel is being built by Megha Engineering & Infrastructure Limited (MEIL) under Project
Beacon (BRO) and inaugurated by PM Narendra Modi in May 2018.

o 1 F1 i Arer Senfafie te ShResR s (MEIL) gRT Wieiee i (BRO) & dgd fdar
T 36T § 3R 3T Igured UUHEAT A¥E Wi gR1 s 2018 H favar mar |

e Estimated to be completed by 2026, it will significantly reduce travel time and enhance security
access to the border.

. ﬁzozewqmsﬁmaﬂqﬁ%aﬁwsum%waﬁmﬁnamaﬁmwm&nuﬁaaﬁ

ST |

Banihal Pass (Banihal Darra)

aﬁﬂﬁf ETf (Banihal Pass)

e Banihal Pass lies at an altitude of 2,832 meters (9,291 feet) in the Pir Panjal range, connecting
Jammu to Srinagar.

o gfvgTa o=t 2,832 e (9,291 Wie) F IR R IR vora Joft & fRya 8, o sy &t R &
Sear gl

e The pass has historical importance and was once the primary route between the two regions.

o 39 B aETRI® HEw@ § ok a8 Fft ST & & o WReT |

e Itis known for the Jawahar Tunnel, constructed in 1956-1960 and named after Jawaharlal Nehru.

o UG TATER G & o) URIG €, foraant fafur 1956-1960 & g31T UT 3R SHHT ATH FATERATH 18 &
AT TR G141 4Tl

e The Jawahar Tunnel was a key infrastructure until recent alternative tunnels reduced its usage.

o TATER G Udh Hgeayul SMURYA wea- o, Afd g1 3t dopferes 3t 3 396 IUaNT & HH
awﬁmg"

Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Tunnel (Chenani—Nashri Tunnel)

TTHT TS H@SH G (FF-ATRY 970

e Also known as the Chenani-Nashri Tunnel, it was renamed as Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee
Tunnel in 2017.

o U IAFN-ATRRY [ & T H f 1 911 B, SR SHHT A 2017 A ST AT UG J©l AT
RECIRICaIN

e |tis India’s longest road tunnel, with a length of 9.28 km, located on the Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway (NH-44).

o U3 URA B YaH ddl G$P G ¢, orae! ofaTs 9.28 fort & oiR U SR Ity Temnt
(NH-44) R A g1

e |t connects Chenani in Udhampur to Nashri in Ramban district.

o UE SYAR & AT B! 7 fora & AR I st 71
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e The tunnel reduces the distance between Jammu and Srinagar by 30 km and travel time by
about 2 hours.

ﬁ%gﬂleﬁwﬂw%mﬁgﬁaﬁ 30 fft a® HH Bl © SR YTAT & THT BT AT 2
I
e Itis Asia’s longest bi-directional highway tunnel equipped with cross passages, exhaust, and
fire-fighting mechanisms.
. gg@mﬁmﬁmﬂmﬁw%,mﬁﬁvﬁﬂmaﬁ?WMQéq
I

Himachal Pradesh

e wew

Rohtang Pass
* Rohtang Pass is located 51 km north of Manali, in the eastern Pir Panjal range of the Himalayas in
Himachal Pradesh.

- Jgdi & femaa vew # feure &t gdf ¥R ueirer gaar & a-relt | 51 fradfier st A Ra g1

« Rohtang Pass is located at an altitude of 3,978 meters (13,050 feet) and connects the Kullu Valley with
the Lahaul and Spiti Valleys of Himachal Pradesh.

- i &= 3,978 HWiex (13,050 Wie) B Sa R VA § 3R I G0 TSR 31 Foe I1ét Si AGHa 3R
e arfedt € Ssdi gl

« The pass is a key route on the Manali-Leh Highway, making it strategically and economically
important.

- U8 R HATeH-ag IoTHTT &1 U P Al §, o 39 oA oiR nffer U § weeayuf s-rar 3|

« The Atal Tunnel, inaugurated on 3 October 2020, passes under the Rohtang Pass and provides all-
weather connectivity between Manali and Lahaul-Spiti Valley.

« 3 TR 2020 ! I B T3 e JIIT, AT &< & 19 J TR § 3R TR auT arera-wfife =
¥ o it My # Tud veE St 3|

« The tunnel is 9.02 km long, making it the world’s longest highway tunnel above 10,000 ft.

.qgagr%aozmﬁﬁ%,mﬁu%1o,ooouﬂzﬁafw'ﬁ1€wgﬁmaﬂmaﬁﬂmﬁw
CEl |

Baralacha La Pass

SRTAT=IT &7 &1
* Located at an altitude of 4,890 meters (16,040 feet), this pass lies in the Zanskar range.

- g a3f 4,890 HIeX (16,040 BIT) B! FHaE R fRYd & 3R HiTp? GddHTal H 3M1dT 2
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« The Baralacha La (meaning "pass with crossroads on summit") connects Lahaul (Himachal Pradesh) to
Leh (Ladakh) via the Manali-Leh highway.

- FRTETE AT (ST o1 § RIER uR IRTgT arel &_f) few=d Uey & argid & derd & dg 3 JATel-ag
IR & T § e gl

« It serves as a junction of roads from Zanskar, Ladakh, Spiti, and Lahaul.

- I8 Wieps, e, ifa ok Argier ¥ o arel /I b1 U i foig B

- Baralacha La is significant for defense movement, motor rallies, and trekkers, being part of the famous
Manali-Leh route.

-W@W,WW-%MW%W@?%W?HW,WW@?W%W
Heayuf g

« Rivers such as the Bhaga River (originating from Suraj Tal Lake near Baralacha La) and Yunam River
originate in this region.

« HATT 1Y (S RS a1l sitel @ FMeperclt B) IR g 1Y oft ifeat 39 85 & w8t B

Shipki La Pass

Rrget ar gt

« Located in Kinnaur district, Shipki La is at an elevation of 5,669 meters (18,599 feet) on the India—China
border.

- fpR forat 7 fRId Rraest a1 &=f, YRd-= T4 IR 5,669 HeR (18,599 WIT) B FITs W B

« It serves as one of the traditional Indo-Tibet trade routes, although trade is limited due to geopolitical
sensitivities.

%Wmm-ﬁwwﬁﬁﬁw%,m%mﬁmmaﬁévwwm
|

« The Sutlej River enters India from Tibet (China) through Shipki La, making it hydrologically significant.

- gaqel A1, foswa (@9) 3 Rue @1 S merm § 9Rd T 73w Sl 8, S 78 o= srafage e &
Hgaqul §9d1 g |

« Despite its strategic importance, the pass is not open to tourists or civilians due to its location along
the sensitive border with China.

- 3! IUFIfAS HEwT & dTave, U8 a3f Uded! 3R 3y AN & fore gan 78} 8, 7% 98 ura-dH=
Bt Ade=ita Jar ) R g1

« It is occasionally used by Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) and Indian Army for patrolling.

- 3 Y-G9 R HRd-fossd Fa1 gier (1TBP) STk YR 91 gRT 1= & forg v fara e g1
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TOPICS COVERED GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1.

India backs a ‘peaceful resolution of the Cyprus
question’: Prime Minister

I o "WISHH T2 & AfAquT FHATETT FT FHAT foma:
TETTHAT

. Escalation Spiral: On the Israel-Iran Conflict

godT CHd: SIS0 TuY 9T

. Serving Justices, but Not Justice

FATHfAT Y Qar, dAfher Sy Agt

. The War on Gaza, Exposing Israel’s Hidden Ambition

mww:wﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬂmmw

. India’s Uneasy Balancing Act in the Bay of Bengal

STl Y WTE A AT T WG HJelel TITH

. Deployment of U.S. Military on Domestic Soil

AREY s T et Y et

. India-U.S. Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) and Global

FTAs
HRA-FARSFT gfagafir s gsitar (BTA) 3R dRas
HFd AR AN (FTA)

. TRAI caps Wi-Fi hotspot operator fee

TRAI o aTE-%T$ gleFare AT e 1 HaAT a7 i
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India backs a ‘peacetful
resolution of the Cyprus
question’: Prime Minister

-GS Paper lI: India-Cyprus

el

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday held talks
with Cyprus President Ni-
kos Christodoulides, and
sent an indirect message to
Turkiye while renewing In-
dia’s support for the unity
of Cyprus and “peaceful
resolution” of the “Cyprus
question”.

He also reiterated his
call for ending the Israel-
Iran and Russia-Ukraine
conflicts through dialogue
and diplomacy. A joint
statement issued at the end
of the visit called for “last-
ing settlement” of the Cy-
prus question.

Since 1974, Cyprus has
been divided between Tur-
kiye-backed Northern Cy-
prus and the international-
ly recognised Republic of
Cyprus, and the dispute
has been known as the Cy-

PM Modi with Cyprus President Nikos Christodoulides after he was
honoured with the Grand Cross of the Order of Macarios IIl. PTI

Northern Cyprus, con-
sisting of the north and
eastern part of Cyprus, is
backed by Turkiye. Mr. Mo-
di toured the divided capi-
tal of Cyprus, Nicosia, and
parts of Northern Cyprus
featured in a photograph
of Mr. Modi that was taken
during the tour.

In remarks to the media,

basis of a bizonal, bicom-
munal federation with pol-
itical equality, in accor-
dance with the agreed UN
framework and the rele-
vant United Nations Securi-
ty Council [UNSC]
Resolutions.”

The visit is also a timely
revival of India-Cyprus pol-
itical contact ahead of Cy-

prus question. Tanmay Lal, Secretary prus taking over the Presi-
West, Ministry of External  dency of Council of the
Message to Turkey Affairs, further empha- European Union in the first

Cyprus is the first foreign
destination that Mr. Modi
has visited after the conclu-
sion of Operation Sindoor
against Pakistan in May
and sources hinted that the
visit is a message to Turki-
ye that is viewed as a key
ally of Pakistan. The joint
statement mentioned In-
dia’s “unwavering and con-
sistent support for the In-
dependence, sovereignty,
territorial integrity, and

sised India’s support for
the territorial integrity of
Cyprus and said, “The
friendship and the trusted
partnership between India
and Cyprus has a long his-
tory. In the 1950s, India
had advocated for the In-
dependence of Cyprus. Cy-
prus supports India for a
permanent membership in
a reformed and expanded
UN Security Council and
India supports Cyprus on

half of 2026. Cyprus had
condemned the terror at-
tack in Pahalgam on April
22. Indicating the deepen-
ing cooperation between
India and Cyprus at the EU,
Mr. Modi said, “Cyprus is a
trusted partner of India in
the European Union.” Ear-
lier, Cyprus bestowed its
highest honour, the Grand
Cross of the Order of Maca-
rios III on Mr. Modi. Speak-
ing at the ceremony, Mr.

unity of the Republic of Cy-  the Cyprus question.” Modi said, “I dedicate this
prus”. In an indirect refe- honour to the friendly ties
rence to Turkiye’s support  The Cyprus question between India and Cyprus

to Northern Cyprus, the
joint statement said, “Both
sides emphasised the need
to avoid unilateral actions
as essential for creating a
conducive environment
for the resumption of mea-
ningful negotiations.”

The joint statement said,
“Cyprus and India ex-
pressed their strong com-
mitment to the resumption
of UN-facilitated efforts to
achieve a comprehensive
and lasting settlement of
the Cyprus question on the

and our shared values and
mutual understanding.”

Cyprus has been consis-
tent in its support to India
on the Kashmir issue and
has been opposing cross-
border terrorism from
Pakistan.
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India backs a ‘peaceful resolution of the Cyprus question’:
Prime Minister

T A "WIBTH T & Afaqot AT T FHdeT fham: yerers =

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday held talks with Cyprus President Nikos
Christodoulides, and sent an indirect message to Turkiye while renewing India’s
support for the unity of Cyprus and “peaceful resolution” of the “Cyprus
question”.

TUTAH A%g AL o AIHAR ) FB9H F Tseufa e ey @ aada i sk
T Y T ITTET FEWA ST G WFTH A Tohal 3R "WHTH T F eriforqot wamena
& AT ART & gAY F1 T

e He also reiterated his call for ending the Israel-Iran and Russia-Ukraine conflicts
through dialogue and diplomacy.

3761o1 SONTBA-ST1eT 3 TH-ToheT HENT 1 HaTG IR FeAA & ATCIH T FATCH el
3T QTS |

e Ajoint statement issued at the end of the visit called for a “lasting settlement” of the
Cyprus question.
& & 3 7 SR Ueh Tl ST H "HISIH G & "FATY WATUTA" 7 37TEare fohar
AT
e Since 1974, Cyprus has been divided between Turkiye-backed Northern Cyprus and

the internationally recognised Republic of Cyprus, and the dispute has been known as
the Cyprus question.

1974 &, A1 o TATET 38 AEUH 3R IATRISET TR 9 AT ITed T89H
RS & i fenfaa &, 31k 59 RQae i "asyd g Hgl S gl
e Cyprus is the first foreign destination that Mr. Modi has visited after the conclusion of

Operation Sindoor against Pakistan in May, and sources hinted that the visit is a
message to Turkiye, a key ally of Pakistan.

WISYH Jg g fagedt araea § Siet A Ay F 7§ 7 arfereare & e itavere gy &
STE; AT T, AR AT o Hehel fem foh g I bl bt G 2T §, it ArfenelleT 1 9@ Hgaet
gl

e The joint statement mentioned India’s “unwavering and consistent support” for the
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity, and unity of the Republic of
Cyprus.

HYFc AT A WISHH IORIST T FIATdT, T, 8T 3r@sar 3 w1 & fav R &
"3ree IR AT GHIAA" &7 Iooi@ fHar =)

e The joint statement said both sides emphasised the need to avoid unilateral actions to
create a conducive environment for meaningful negotiations.
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Yl ST A gl 1T oh alait gait o 3rdqut arat & foIv 3efehel aTelea]or §ela
THATHT HRATSAT ¥ TG T 3TTThdT R AR e

e Northern Cyprus, consisting of the north and eastern part of Cyprus, is backed by
Turkiye.

B FT 30 AR gdf 1mer, TS 308 WS g7 ST 8, 1 Johl b7 GHST 9o g

e Mr. Modi toured the divided capital Nicosia, and parts of Northern Cyprus featured in a
photo taken during the tour.

A1 AT oF fFanfora Toren=ir AT 1 gy foar, 31 g & g1 off 918 teh JedR &
38 AEYH & R off fewrs feu)

e Tanmay Lal, Secretary (West), Ministry of External Affairs, said the friendship and
trusted partnership between India and Cyprus has a long history, dating back to
1950s, when India advocated for Cyprus’ independence.

faeer #arer & gRiT (afRas) aaH T aTe 7 FaT [ TR 31 w3ww & i @=ar 3k
fIaHIr TSR &1 ol 3fAg BT &, ST 1950 & G2AF b ST &, STd HRA o AISHH Fr

FaAdT T GAYA fRar 2T

e  Cyprus supports India for permanent membership in a reformed and expanded
UNSC, and India supports Cyprus on the Cyprus question.

ST, R 1wt 3R ReaRa @3 g geam aRweg (UNSC) # el weegar
AT AT T &, 3R HRT AISTH T2 T AT T GHIA T ¢ |
e The joint statement expressed strong commitment to resume UN-facilitated efforts for
a comprehensive and lasting settlement of the Cyprus issue, based on a bizonal,

bicommunal federation with political equality, in accordance with UN framework
and UNSC resolutions.

TYF ST H TYeFel TE-ART FATHT T T A Y& A hT AT FFAaeUdr cueFcd
IS, AP AT Ae 1 cUTIH AR FAT FATITT &1 T, ST ATl FHITAT & A
gfa-aha 3R gfa-waeri du o 3menRd g 3R 7§ G Tsg A FRET AR UNSC
YEdTal & TR Bl

e The visit revives political contact ahead of Cyprus taking over the EU Council
Presidency in the first half of 2026.

Ig GRT 2026 FY ggell SATE A JUdRT T IR AT IreqaTar TE071 e § Tgel Asleiiicish
Y T Yoot 1l Il o
e Cyprus had condemned the terror attack in Pahalgam on April 22.
HBTH o7 22 T T ITEIH H §U HATAHATE) A T faer i 2|
e Mr. Modi said Cyprus is a trustedapartner of India in the European Union.
A A F e & wreuw AT w9 7 9T 1 Reawea aEiER B

e Cyprus conferred its highest honour — the Grand Cross of the Order of Makarios Il
—on Mr. Modi.

aEYH o A AE Y AT Fafed GFAT — A3 HIA ATE g AT 316 AFRAT 1l - v
foRa|
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e Mr. Modi said he dedicates the honour to India-Cyprus friendly ties, shared values,
and mutual understanding.

A1 AT A gl foh g TH TFATT T HRA-AISTH & Aot Fael, 7rem et 3R areais
FHS I AT A ¢ |

e Cyprus has consistently supported India on the Kashmir issue and opposed cross-
border terrorism from Pakistan.

AISYH o FIHR He& T INAR Rl hT FALeT foham & 3R wifdhedrer @ &) @ WaArar
ITcwaTe 1 a0 fhar g
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Escalation spiral
Global powers must persuade Israel
to end its reckless war
l srael’s unprovoked aggression against Iran

has not only plunged West Asia into its grav-

est regional crisis since the 1973 Arab-Israeli
war but also pushed the Jewish nation into an un-
precedented security calamity. If Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu expected the June 13 attack
on Iran, hitting its nuclear facilities and assassi-
nating its top generals and nuclear scientists, to
cripple Tehran - like how Israel destroyed the
Egyptian air force on June 5, 1967 during the Six-
Day War — he appears to have made a mistake.
Iran, in a swift and forceful response, rained bal-
listic missiles on Israeli cities. Until Monday
morning, it had fired over 370 missiles, hitting an
oil refinery in Haifa, a top research institute in Re-
hovot near Tel Aviv and even residential areas. At
least 24 Israelis have been killed and over 500
wounded. While Israel has established air supre-
macy in Iran, it has not managed to destroy Iran’s
nuclear programme, which is dispersed and bu-
ried across the country. Israel keeps targeting
Iran’s military and intelligence leadership, with
the aim of weakening the government. On Sun-
day, Mr. Netanyahu said regime change in Iran
could be one of the outcomes of Israel’s attack.
But every time Israel hits Iran, Tehran fires do-
zens of ballistic missiles back. While Israel is try-
ing to take escalation dominance, Iran is trying to
establish deterrence through offence. The result
is an escalation spiral.

Mr. Netanyahu should have carefully consi-
dered the consequences and avoided launching
this reckless, illegal war. The Israeli attack came
just days before the United States and Iran were
to hold the sixth round of nuclear talks. The war
has practically killed the possibility of a diplomat-
ic solution to the nuclear crisis. This also raises
questions about Israel’s endgame. If Israel is not
able to completely dismantle Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme, it may, as Mr. Netanyahu has suggested,
push for a state collapse or regime change in Teh-
ran. Nobody knows what comes next. U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has said that he is still open
to a deal with Iran. But Mr. Trump wants Tehran
to completely abandon its nuclear enrichment
programme, which Iranian leaders are not ready
to do — not yet. This deadlock only makes the
conflict more dangerous. If the war drags on, the
risk of U.S. involvement increases. And If Iran re-
taliates by bombing American bases in the Per-
sian Gulf, shutting down the Strait of Hormuz or
targeting tankers in the Gulf of Oman, it could
trigger a security and economic catastrophe.
This is another reason why a ceasefire between
Iran and Israel is urgently needed. Global pow-
ers, particularly the U.S., Israel’s chief patron,
and Russia, an Iranian ally, must play a more
proactive role in mediation and peacemaking. If
Mr. Trump is really a man of peace, as he claims
to be, this is his moment to take the lead in restor-
ing order in West Asia.
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Escalation Spiral: On the Israel-Iran Conflict
3T THUE: SAUSA-SUT HUY I

Israel’s unprovoked aggression against Iran has not only
plunged West Asia into its gravest regional crisis since the
1973 Arab-Israeli war, but also pushed Israel into an
unprecedented security calamity.

ST & fAATE SoIse 1 [T 3HATT Y JTHIASCT of of hdel
qfReeT TRIAT Y 1973 3RE-3oRIB JoU & a1g HT ¥ 73R
& we A 31 R B, afcw ga sormsa it ot v areaqe
& 3TaT 7 i e B

e If Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu expected the June 13
attack to cripple Tehran like the 1967 Six-Day War, he seems to have
miscalculated.

Ffe; FeTTHAT FSATHT AFATE =1 13 ST F A W Tg0e 1 3 e 7]
A BT 3FATE T A1 S 1967 & BF aw iy Jeur 7 garm 2, ar e
olaTelT & foh Segiol ITeTe AT olaTaT|

e Iran responded swiftly and forcefully by launching over 370
ballistic missiles on Israeli cities.

ST o det 3R TEd gfaferar & 3R seRSe A8 W 370 § rfaw
dfafees Aamga arfi|

e Targets included an oil refinery in Haifa, a top research
institute near Tel Aviv, and residential areas.

o g eIl H FISHT Y et Rprgerdl, Aer 3t F urw v o g
T 3R e a7 i I

e At least 24 Israelis were killed and over 500 wounded in the
Iranian attacks.

ST §Hell H T F 24 TAUSe ATTRS AR 1T 33T 500 ¥ 31+

YT ol g‘(rl
e Israel has achieved air supremacy over Iran but has not

destroyed Iran’s nuclear programme, which is dispersed and
underground.

RIS o SV0eT W §aTE aUEq glia ol X forar 8, aifhed ag ST &
QRATY] HIAHA T S g1 Y U121 &, S o R g3 3 sqfdara 81

Israel continues to target Iran’s military and intelligence
leadership, aiming to weaken the government.
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FHAR AT ARAT & |

o On Sunday, Netanyahu stated that regime change in Iran could be one of the
outcomes of Israel’s actions.

TRAAR FT Ad=21g A e o SISl T HIRATSHT T Teh TRUTH §0T # e IRad it
EET IR

e Iran responds to every Israeli strike by launching dozens of missiles, creating a cycle
of escalation.

& SIRIST gl & STATd H S gotall fAATS GRTdT &, o ad eg &1 i@ sgar s
WEIEl

o Israel is aiming for escalation dominance, while Iran is trying to establish deterrence
through offensive retaliation.

SoNTS el ThIG I fAI0T TTET 8, STaToh <767 JThTH® SIaTdl HIETS o oI Y TfaR IS

&THAT TR AT AT & |
o The resultis a dangerous escalation spiral with no clear exit.

ST IRUIHA § Teh W11k THIT T [oTdenT s TISC 3d oda! [GadT|

Consequences of Israel's Actions

oIS FI HIASAT F IROTH
¢ Netanyahu should have considered the consequences and avoided this reckless,
illegal war.
Act=aTg T TROMTAT 9% fa=R AT =T AT 3R 56 ATaTe, IRFTeeA Jeur & saar a1ige
arl

e The Israeli strike occurred just days before the sixth round of U.S.-Iran nuclear talks,
jeopardising diplomacy.

OISl 1 AT F 81 feT Tgel g31 o IANFT-E AT ATt F7 BT GR glet arerr
m,mmﬁmmaﬁquﬁl

e |srael's endgame is unclear — if dismantling Iran’s nuclear programme fails, it may seek
state collapse or regime change.

SoISel T AT Tag TUSC FALT § — TR T ST ohT AT HTdshe 7S AgT Y I, Al

IE T FT TdeT IT ATHT GRET ST IR0 HT FehTl B

e Donald Trump has said he is still open to a deal with Iran, but only if Iran abandons
nuclear enrichment, which Tehran refuses.

B\eITes €T o el ¢ foh ag 3737 off &3 & waAstla & o IR g, difehe ashy s St
YIATY] Hade B3 &, I gt TR g |

o This deadlock makes the conflict more dangerous.

Ig AN 37 TEY & 3R Y @A a7 &7 B
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Global Implications and Urgent Need for Ceasefire

dftas werma 3R Jeufars F arcwfas smaegsarn

If the war continues, the risk of U.S. involvement rises.

3R Fe&r ST T@T ot 3rARHT A sraferd 1 Nf@# 5¢ S|

Iran may retaliate by attacking U.S. bases in the Persian Gulf, closing the Strait of
Hormuz, or targeting tankers in the Gulf of Oman.

STl BRE T GIEY F IFARNAY fSFTA! I §HT X Hhll &, BT TASHETHEY Fl 5, T
HehdT &, IT AT Y @IS 7 EFA ) [T 577 bt &1

Such actions could trigger a security and economic catastrophe.

U SaTSaT veh GRAT AR IfdF qamdr o Fhh £

This is why a ceasefire between Iran and Israel is urgently needed.

ST &7 3N SIS & dIe JEUTARI I ATl HTTRIFHT o

Global powers — especially the U.S. (Israel’'s chief patron) and Russia (an Iranian ally)
— must play a proactive role in mediation.

dfRas afFaal — AT & @ 3ANFT (SR 1 7Eg Fade) 3R T (E0T F1 wgdem)
— o FEFEAar # WiET qfAwT e gl

If Donald Trump really wants to be seen as a man of peace, this is his moment to
restore order in West Asia.

31N 1o EF add A Ge, I Aifer Fodfar & &9 & fewrelr ared 8, ar aftesr el &
SATEYT T8I FT 7 Tg TE AT B
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n March 14, while

battling a fire at Justice

Yashwant Varma’s

official residence,
authorities made a startling
discovery: several half-incinerated
sacks of cash. Within 10 days of
the fire, Justice Varma, then a
judge of the Delhi High Court, was
stripped of judicial work and
transferred to the Allahabad High
Court. Less than two months after
the incident, following an inquiry
by a judicial committee, he faces
impeachment. The inquiry was
unusual in terms of its pace, and
the Supreme Court’s apparent
willingness to share information
with the public. However, this
information conceals more than it
reveals: the Supreme Court
published a video, a few photos of
the burning sacks of cash, and
partially redacted correspondence
relating to the incident. However,
vital documents, including two
reports by the Commissioner of
Police, and the final report of the
three-member judicial committee
that forms the basis for the Chief
Justice of India (CJI)’s
recommendation for Justice
Varma’s impeachment, were not
published. Further, the sacks of
cash allegedly found on the
premises are missing. News
reports suggest that Justice
Varma’s staff removed them on
the morning after the fire. It is
unclear why this critical evidence
that forms the basis of the
corruption inquiry was not
secured by the police.

The opacity surrounding the
episode is not exceptional, but a
result of the self-fashioned rules
(the ‘in-house procedure’)
deployed by the higher judiciary
to inquire into incidents of
misconduct by judges of
constitutional courts.

The ‘in-house procedure’
Under these rules, inquiries into
misconduct are to be undertaken
only by fellow judges. Almost no
aspect of the procedure including
the existence of a complaint, the
institution of an inquiry, the
procedure adopted, and the final

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Arti Raghavan

Advocate practising at
the Bombay High
Court

While the stated
reason for a
lack of external
oversight under
the in-house
procedure is to
preserve judicial
independence, it
cannot shield
the institution
from public
accountability

report is required to be made
public. A finding of guilt is not
required to be disclosed to
citizens. The committee can
determine whether the
misconduct warrants the judge’s
removal. The standard applied
while deciding on the appropriate
course of action is not known.

The past decade has given
sufficient reason to question the
legitimacy of the in-house
procedure. In 2020, the Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh
levelled grave allegations against
Justice Ramana and other judges
of the Andhra Pradesh High Court.
On the eve of Justice Ramana’s
appointment as CJI, the Supreme
Court published a terse dismissal
of the complaint. The complaint
also concerned Justice J.K.
Maheshwari, who was transferred
from the Andhra Pradesh High
Court shortly after the allegations,
and is now a judge of the Supreme
Court. There is no information as
to whether there was ever an
inquiry into the complaint against
him.

There were also allegations of
sexual harassment against CJI
Ranjan Gogoi in 2019. A
three-member committee of
Supreme Court judges exonerated
GJT Gogoi of the charges. The
complainant, a former Supreme
Court staffer who also alleged she
was removed from service for
rebuffing the CJI's advances, was
not permitted to have a lawyer
present when summoned before
the judicial committee, nor
provided a copy of the final report
dismissing her complaint. The
Court also launched an inquiry
into whether the complaint was
part of a larger ‘conspiracy” and
constituted an attack on the
independence of the judiciary.
Admittedly, there was no evidence
to this effect. The complainant
was reinstated after CJT Gogoi’s
retirement, with full back wages,
with no accounting for these
patently inconsistent actions.

Justice Surya Kant, who is slated
to be CJI in November 2025, faced
serious allegations while he was a
judge at the Punjab and Haryana

Serving Justices, but Not Justice

High Court. These included taking
bribes for bail orders, and of
illegal acquisition of assets. In
2017, Justice A.K. Goel, a Supreme
Court judge who had spent six
years on the bench with Justice
Surya Kant, was consulted by CJI
Kehar regarding the allegations.
Justice Goel said that allegations in
respect of acquisition of assets,
along with allegations into
corruption and casteism in the
selection of subordinate judicial
officers, needed examination. In
2018, the Collegium approved
Justice Surya Kant’s elevation as
Chief Justice of the Himachal
Pradesh High Court. Justice Goel
recorded his objection in a letter
to CJI Dipak Misra, noting that he
had no information about an
inquiry into the allegations, and
reiterating that Justice Surya Kant
was not suitable for the post till a
thorough inquiry was conducted.
To date, there is no information as
to whether these complaints were
investigated.

Citizens’ right to know

The Supreme Court has
repeatedly affirmed the citizen’s
right to information as an integral
facet of the freedom of speech and
expression; it is the bedrock of a
participative democracy. No
exception ought to be afforded to
information about the higher
judiciary, on the grounds of
preserving judicial independence
or otherwise. Findings from
in-house inquiries are not
appealable, and public disclosure
of the reports would in fact serve
as a vital safeguard against
arbitrariness and ensure greater
public accountability.
Transparency also fosters public
trust in an institution, and speaks
to its commitment to look inwards
and identify systemic issues that
enable misconduct.

One hopes that it will not take
further scandals involving the
higher judiciary before the
‘in-house procedure’ stops
resembling papal conclaves, with
the public’s understanding limited
to the colour of the smoke from
the Chapel’s chimney.
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On March 14, during an operation to control a fire at the official residence of
Justice Yashwant Varma, several half-burnt sacks of cash were discovered.

14 AT Y 9 FARIFAf TAST TAT F fAFRS 3rare 7 el 3mer H gemar o @7 @,
9 F$ ITET ST U ARAI & &R 1T AT

o Within just 10 days, Justice Varma, who was then serving as a judge of the Delhi High
Court, was stripped of all judicial responsibilities and transferred to the Allahabad High
Court. Less than two months after the incident, and following an inquiry by a judicial
committee, the process for his impeachment was initiated.

o had 10 &t & MR, oo 3T ARSI H FRRT AT TAT F TS FIT BT forar
T 31K 3¢ SATEETE gERIE H TUTART X AT IAT| 3 T & &) AT & st Far
AT A, T w11 AN Y S & F1e 3eTeh AT i gishan & X & 1|

e This inquiry was unusual not only for its speed but also for the Supreme Court’s
apparent openness, which included releasing a video, some photos of the burnt sacks,
and redacted correspondence. However, the most crucial documents, such as the
Commissioner of Police’s reports and the final report of the judicial committee,
were not made public.

o FE ST A A R Foer FIE Y RS R & fov 3rea=g o, S v s, s
AN 3R Ffee TR Ardefee T | afhe s Ageaet aFare, S gfew
HIAEAT 1 RaiE 31k =l IR 1 sifasw e, ardsias =868 s

e Moreover, the sacks of cash that were reportedly found at the scene have since gone
missing, with reports suggesting that Justice Varma’s staff removed them the next
morning. There is no clear explanation for why the police failed to secure this critical
evidence.

o SH AT, AT A AN aar F aR 319 74« §, 3R Roiiet & 317aR, 3¢ 3097 et
SATeeH qAT & T EgRT §eT e 14T | 50 Ageaqor A1ed &I AT 7 FI & forw giow
& 3R Y P TUST HROT FET f&ar a2 &1

e This lack of transparency is not unique to this case, but rather a feature of the judiciary’s
‘in-house procedure’—a set of rules created by the higher judiciary to handle
allegations of misconduct by constitutional court judges. Under this framework, such
inquiries are conducted only by fellow judges, and virtually none of the proceedings
are made public. The system does not require disclosing even the existence of a
complaint, the initiation of an inquiry, the methods used, or the final conclusions.
Even if a judge is found guilty, the public has no right to be informed. The committee is
allowed to decide whether the misconduct warrants removal, but the standards used
to make this decision remain unclear.

o IE YRGTRIAT Y FH 3T U ATH doh AT 161 &, TToh Ig ‘SA-g13H UishdT FT TEAT &
— S FduTfaeE ~rEaTeraY &~ & f@erh Risrrar Fr S & fov 3= ~aaifasT
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EART FATS 31§ OISl §| 3H UThAT & dgd, ST ol AT ~arareielt garr & Jvdt §, 3R
ST 3T STeTHeT 1§ #t AAFRY AT A1 1 ATt | 7 FoTel 7 Rispraa it A,
ST Y T, TS 1§ WhHaT, 27 3ifewer forsand ot off STevem & foar &Y T@r Srar g1 @i
ae for afe fordt =amamedrer st gt g SiTar &, a9 87 I8 SR stedr & faw srfeard ®
F GTSAT AET Y AT | TFATT T§ T X Thall & b FAT =TT T gEIAT AT TR,
AfFe 5T AvTT A A & fAT Y ATIES AT ST §, 3 W16 AT 8|

e The past decade offers several troubling examples of how this in-house system lacks
accountability. In 2020, the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh made serious
allegations against Justice N.V. Ramana and other High Court judges. Just before
Justice Ramana was to become the Chief Justice of India (CJl), the Supreme Court
issued a brief dismissal of the complaint, without offering any explanation. The complaint
also involved Justice J.K. Maheshwari, who was quickly transferred from the Andhra
Pradesh High Court and later elevated to the Supreme Court. There is no information
on whether any inquiry was conducted into the allegations against him.

o T TUAF F VY FS 3SEI0T AN 3T & 5 5T SA-g13H TUTTel T Taraed) i Feft o
3SR T § | 2020 3, AT T & ATIAN o ATeCH ToT.dY. T 3R 31 greahic
=arATefelt o} IR R ST & | SIECH THAT & FAET AT ool § b Tgel, oA
FIC o1 3 TP I T8IT A @IS T 12T, o et Tasdiseor & | 50 Risera #
SITeH o.%. AT 1 o AT AT, TS STog &) I Y& FTEHIC W FUTATAR A< ST
T 3R 1e; A G FE F FAgeFar o fe=am a1m| Ig Tose g1 § b 3eTeh el #1g S
gmmaﬁl

e A more disturbing example came in 2019, when the then CJI Ranjan Gogoi was
accused of sexual harassment by a former Supreme Court staffer. A three-member
internal committee of Supreme Court judges investigated the allegations and
exonerated Gogoi. However, the complainant was not allowed legal representation,
nor was she given a copy of the final report. The Court also started a separate inquiry
into whether her complaint was part of a larger conspiracy, even though no evidence
supported this theory. After Justice Gogoi’s retirement, the complainant was reinstated
with full back wages, casting serious doubt on the earlier internal findings.

o T 3 MR 3STEIOT 2019 H HHA AT, T4 38 FAY & HET AT ot Mg &
A FIE A vk 7d Afgen FAE A e sedsa 1 3R oermar| g FE F AT
waraTeftelt Y v FRATY o7 38 Aerer S S @ 3R M F SrHFT FIR 67| WAt
TRISPRICThdT T adhter T HY ITAT 78T &Y 78, 3R 3¢ 3ifasr Rale 61 v wfy shr gt &
TS| GHH HIE o T 7 ST Y& o 41 75 Rshraret Rt a8t wforer w71 fewar o, srafs
FHHT HI$ TATT 71 fre| SfFew Meng & Farfaga g & a1e, FRAmradend’ #1 qof daa &

|1 goT: e o fem ara, fored aeer Y S Y faraweliaar w1 ware 331

e This entire pattern reveals a structural flaw: in the name of protecting judicial
independence, the current system avoids public accountability. While the judiciary
must be independent, it must also be transparent and answerable in matters of internal
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misconduct.

I U TR Ueh FXEATcH Q1Y I 3T19R el §: 1T FaaadT i T&T & #1H T,
FIHTA JOTCIT STl & Ui STaraeedl & I9d) §| I adTioienT T TadT i1 ATy, oifched
AR FETAR F ATHT H 39 IR 3R sagrt o glar anfu|

Allegations Against Justice Surya Kant
TSt FAHTA 9T T 3T

Justice Surya Kant, who is expected to become the Chief Justice of India in
November 2025, faced serious allegations during his tenure as a judge at the Punjab
and Haryana High Court.

FaE 2025 H SR & AET FATATE qefet AT =TT YAHIT W Gorra 3 gRmom
BTEHIE H HdehTel & SRTeT IR IRAT o |

These allegations included accepting bribes for bail orders and illegal acquisition of
assets.

3T 3TRYT 7 AT 2T & farw Rega aar 33 arde wafer 3reie enfier 3

In 2017, Justice A.K. Goel, a Supreme Court judge who had worked with Justice Surya
Kant for six years, was consulted by CJI J.S. Kehar regarding these allegations.

2017 #, e FIE F SIS v.F, Me, [Segia =araeffd gaeia & a1y &8 9§
I ToRaT AT, & HET ~ARATEIRT F.0H. W o 5T IRIGT R Hellg o AT
Justice Goel responded that the allegations regarding asset acquisition, as well as

corruption and casteism in the selection of subordinate judicial officers, needed
further examination.

SAfEeH Fiarer ¥ et for wafer arster, srsera 3R Sfaare & o3 3Rt 6 arger s
31T &, [aAT &0 & el sanfes dar aa ufhar A|

In 2018, the Collegium approved Justice Surya Kant’s elevation as Chief Justice of
the Himachal Pradesh High Court.

2018 H, FIATHIHA 7 AT FAhIT hl AT T 3T AT & FET FATATENT
UG I YANRN 1 FHo &

Justice Goel objected in a letter to CJI Dipak Misra, stating that he had no knowledge
of any inquiry and reiterated that Surya Kant was not suitable for elevation unless a
thorough inquiry was conducted.

SIRECH NI = AT warareher &19e s 1 97 fr@HT ARy &of i, J€ Fed gU & 3¢
Tt off ST A SR 718 § 3R gl & 59 o Reqa s A 8, Peasw e F
fow 3wy 7di ¢

Till date, there is no public information on whether these complaints were ever
investigated.

3T T g TS G 37 Rrepraral 1 g i g8 of a1 7, i g0 wow A 2
Ao SATAFHY 8T 2
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Citizens’ Right to Know
AT FT SATeAet &7 PR

e The Supreme Court has consistently upheld that the citizen’s right to information is a
core component of freedom of speech and expression, which is the foundation of
participatory democracy.

FAH FIE AR Tg AT 8T & o6 Faa11 &1 AR, srffreafFa 1 Taasan o1 vh
Jtferard fieear &, it ey arelt A I ofia g

e There should be no exemption granted to the higher judiciary from this principle on
grounds such as judicial independence.

34 fAcUia ¥ 37 ~AIforT ! #A1R% Faaadr a1 3 fFdl 3R N F1$ g 781 @
STt =gl

¢ Findings from in-house inquiries are not subject to appeal, and making these reports
public would act as an essential safeguard against arbitrary decisions, promoting
greater public accountability.

So1-g139 ST & fAsehst i rdYer 1Y Y o1 b, 3R 57 Raet S aderfas FIar
HAAT & FAATE T Hgeaqol HRET IR 1T JAT SHY SAoTel & Ufa Taraedy aeah|

¢ Transparency in such matters enhances public trust in institutions and demonstrates a
genuine intent to address internal systemic problems.

59 g F HATHC H IRERIAT, TEATAT & FeTar o1 faad sord g iR g Raad g fr a
s FeaTeTa FREAT3T FF SAEEHY & g FAT I8 B
e ltis hoped that another judicial scandal will not be necessary for the ‘in-house

procedure’ to evolve beyond its current opaque, cloistered model, which leaves the
public only as informed as the smoke signals of a papal conclave.

g 3TRAT T ST & FoF 313TelT A1 AF BYeTdr ST o &1, difeh ‘SA-8139 UfhdAr 379 T
MY 31T GOt S 39T 96 b, AT 31T SeTdT Y ST &F SRR &dT & Torde 9T
T FY YT el T
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he discrepancy between Israel’s
declared goals for its war on Gaza and
its actual actions is staggering. While
Tel Aviv continues to repeat hollow
slogans—returning hostages, dismantling Hamas,
disarming Gaza—these narratives function more
as propaganda tools aimed at securing
international legitimacy than genuine military
objectives.

For global media consumption and western
political cover, these slogans serve to justify an
onslaught now surpassing 612 days — one that has
claimed the lives of over 54,000 civilians in direct
bombardments, caused more than triple that
number in injuries, unleashed mass destruction,
led to near-total displacement, criminalized UN
humanitarian agencies, and waged a war of
starvation—just to name a few.

This propaganda machine has successfully
framed the ongoing, televised slaughter campaign
as a just response. Alarmingly, much of the
western world has accepted and echoed this
narrative — rationalising the live-streamed
brutality unfolding in Gaza, where civilians are
enduring what experts have identified as
genocide.

The sinister reality, from seven decades ago
Initially, public discourse focused on Israel’s
stated objectives. More recently, attention shifted
to the claim that the war exists primarily to save
Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
political career, preserving his coalition and
shielding him from corruption charges. While
these factors play a role, reducing this genocide
to Mr. Netanyahu’s survival obscures a far more
sinister and enduring reality.

This war is a continuation of a long-term
strategy to complete what David Ben-Gurion,
Israel’s founding father, initiated in 1948 — the
mass expulsion of the Palestinian people. Many
Israelis chillingly refer to this as “finishing the
job”.

Among the vast majority of Israelis, there is a
deeply rooted belief that Ben-Gurion missed a
historic opportunity in 1948 by not expelling all
Palestinians beyond the Jordan River. Today’s
military operations, along with mounting calls for
mass expulsion represent efforts to finally
“complete the job”.

The expulsion of Palestinians is neither a new
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policy nor a hidden agenda. It is a foundational
and repeatedly tested strategy of the Zionist
project. The Nakba of 1948, when Zionist militias
ethnically cleansed over 9,50,000 Palestinians,
was not a tragic byproduct of war but a
deliberate, meticulously planned act aimed at
establishing a Jewish-majority state.

This strategy resurfaced in 1956 during the
Sinai Campaign, when Israel briefly occupied
Gaza. One key objective was the forced removal
of Palestinian refugees from Gaza into Egypt’s
Sinai Peninsula. Although only partially executed
due to Gazan resistance and international
pressure, the intention was clear and
well-documented. Israeli historian Avi Raz and
others have demonstrated that the concept of
“yoluntary transfer” or engineered displacement
was actively discussed by Israeli officials during
and after the war. Ben-Gurion and other leaders
viewed the 1956 war as a second opportunity to
“finish the job”.

This policy’s continuity was exposed in a
Haaretz investigative report dated December 5,
2024, titled “We Give Them 48 Hours to Leave:
Israel’s Plans to Transfer Gazans Go Back 60
Years™. The article reveals that from the 1960s
onward, Israeli officials quietly formulated
policies aimed at reducing Gaza’s Palestinian
population — a central policy rather than a fringe
idea.

A demographic engineering

On May 15, 2025, the Palestinian Central Bureau
of Statistics reported that 7.4 million Palestinians
— Muslims and Christians — now live in historic
Palestine, equalling the Jewish population.
Despite decades of Israeli policies aimed at
boosting Jewish birth rates and displacing
Palestinians, the demographic balance now
favours the indigenous Palestinian population.
From the Israeli perspective, this “demographic
threat” is under constant scrutiny. The prospect
of a Jewish minority ruling over a Palestinian
majority is politically and morally untenable. To
preserve its identity as a “Jewish state”, Israel has
increasingly relied on apartheid, violent
expulsions, and demographic engineering.

On October 9, 2023, just two days after the war
began, the Israeli government announced a
special inter-ministerial committee tasked with
facilitating the forced transfer of Palestinians

from Gaza. It is no secret that Israeli officials have
discussed relocating Palestinians to Egypt’s Sinai
Peninsula or even to African countries such as
Rwanda and Uganda under the pretence of
“voluntary resettlement” — a thin veil for forced
population transfer, which constitutes a war
crime under international law.

The concept of transforming Gaza’s coast into
a luxury zone devoid of Palestinians — the
so-called “Middle East Riviera” — was openly
proposed by United States President Donald
Trump, whose real estate background shaped his
vision of the region as prime beachfront property
rather than a homeland for a dispossessed
people. Under the guise of regional development,
Mr. Trump’s real estate proposal repackaged
ethnic cleansing as economic opportunity. Mr.
Netanyahu embraced this vision wholeheartedly,
describing it as “the only viable plan to enable a
different future for the region”.

Deliberate erasure

The widespread destruction of civilian
infrastructure and life in Gaza cannot be
explained by military necessity or any declared
war aims. Entire neighbourhoods, homes,
towers, roads, and sewage systems have been
obliterated. Schools, universities, hospitals, and
water infrastructure have been systematically
targeted. Agricultural lands have been scorched.
Starvation has been weaponised. Over 1,50,000
people have been killed or wounded, many of
them civilians. Thousands more have died
indirectly due to hunger, thirst, disease and the
collapse of Gaza’s besieged health system. And all
of this is just the tip of the iceberg.

This is not collateral damage or incidental. It is
a deliberate, methodical erasure of Palestinian
life and society. It is the continuation of a
long-standing project to “finish the job” begun in
1948 and enact a final solution to the “Palestinian
demographic threat”.

The real final goal of this war transcends
military objectives or Mr. Netanyahu’s political
survival. It is a war over geography and
demography — a campaign that began 77 years
ago and still rages today. It aims to erase the
indigenous Palestinian people from their
homeland, uproot their presence from the map,
and entrench Jewish supremacy from the river to
the sea.

The War on Gaza, Exposing Israel’s Hidden Ambition
AT W Y Wa?rﬁm"rgémmmmqm

The discrepancy between Israel’s stated goals in Gaza and its actual actions is

staggering.

AT A SRS & NAT F&AY 3R arafas F1¥asar & g a7 aiea e |

e Israel continues to repeat slogans like returning hostages, dismantling Hamas, and
disarming Gaza, but these appear more like propaganda tools to gain international

legitimacy.

SIS SRR S!S ATIHY, FHTH HT WIcAT, 3R ITAT Y 28T FI S ART &1
SIEXT IET &, afheT I SITET 9T § o TOR & 3SR, d1feh 3RSy duar e I |

e These narratives are primarily meant for global media and western political cover,
justifying a war that has lasted over 612 days.
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la

ol 7§ YU T 3Id SEIAT ST Feh |
The war has resulted in over 54,000 civilian deaths, more than three times that in
injuries, mass destruction, near-total displacement, and a war of starvation.

58 e 7 54,000 ¥ 3rftrs Aot i A, 363 et 7 srftr urrer, saraw famr,
SITSTaT A JTaTEY T FAEYTIT, 3N @AY T Y AR B |

UN humanitarian agencies have also been criminalised, despite providing aid and
relief.

YT T Y AT Tt 7 ot srorredt i R oram, St & weran si e
e & TEr &

The propaganda machinery has framed this televised slaughter as a just response,
widely accepted across the western world.

YOR a7 o 39 AR JEeR & ~araifad gfafar & &7 7 ger frar g, e aiRes
gferar & sarge T & FAHFR T ar|

Experts have called the ongoing violence in Gaza a genocide, yet many continue to
rationalise it.

faRIsrait =¥ It # 81 T e b1 aRWER eT &, T 8l S oo 38 THHaTa Sea &

The Sinister Reality from Seven Decades Ago

AT GRAF Wil $7ATaE AeaTS

Initially, the focus was on Israel’s stated military goals, but later attention turned to
Netanyahu’s political survival as the war's purpose.

QEINN H AT FNIB & T Ao & IT AT, Afehet o167 Foer o 38T & & H
Wﬁuamﬁ?mwam%ﬁagml

It was believed that the war aimed to save Prime Minister Netanyahu’s coalition and
shield him from corruption charges.

Ig HIAT I1AT 3 JeoT T 3T TUIAHA Ad=ATg I T F=11C T@AT 3R SR & HR9
d TG ¢

However, reducing this genocide to Netanyahu’s career hides a more enduring and
sinister strategy.

Qfchel 3T ATHER I AdATE & Tl HRAT Ik WAT AT, Th o d THT  Tell 3T
W 14Tag TN & RBarar g1

This war continues the strategy started in 1948 by David Ben-Gurion, Israel's
founding father, to expel the Palestinian people.

I% gty 1948 # 375 IT-aRTeT gy Y 1 975 W ST FI 8, TSraehr 3eded
R faredi=l et F a8 AerTerar 7|

Many lsraelis today refer to this as “finishing the job”, suggesting that Ben-Gurion
failed to expel all Palestinians beyond the Jordan River.
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31T &5 SISl SH “HIH TU FIAT” FEd 8, T¢ AT U o IA-RTT 1948 # AT 7Y
& g gt Refaedifaal i a8t e @ |

e Current military operations and calls for mass expulsion reflect a renewed attempt to
complete that goal.

TIAT W FATSAT 3N AT9F fAsawraer 1 A7, 36 T87 F1 QU F6T H 95 A T
g &1

The Strategy of Expulsion and Erasure

faataer 3k Ae= $ir weEhfa

e The expulsion of Palestinians is neither a new policy nor a hidden agenda; itis a
foundational and repeatedly tested strategy of the Zionist project.

mﬁﬁmmammwm%maaw@mmm

IR ST Ueh A AR TR-IR ASHTS 7 0T 2

e The Nakba of 1948, in which Zionist militias ethnically cleansed over 9,50,000
Palestinians, was a deliberate act aimed at establishing a Jewish-majority state, not
a tragic byproduct of war.

1948 F A%eT, GO safase AfAREHT & 9,50,000 ¥ 3rfaw pfaed@ar F1
WO R, IS Jeor T geiteaqut aRuTfa 76T oY, Sfeeh gl aga Ted 11 a3t B
Areht-gasht st o7

e This strategy reappeared in 1956 during the Sinai Campaign, when Israel briefly

occupied Gaza, with the aim of forcibly removing refugees into Egypt’s Sinai
Peninsula.

Ig 0TI 1956 F RS rfAAmer 4 oY A1t 31S, 519 SoRIs e A $© FAY & fAT e
W Feall T, 3R g2 AT RN &t e e & =g yragdia 3 s

e Although only partially executed due to Gazan resistance and international
pressure, the plan was clearly documented.

glelifeh Jg ATSTeAT shael HITRAH T & T &1 Feh, F1Teh ST & FANY 3R ARSI
&aTg A 38 AT, T oY I8 Tse T @ or Y|

o Israeli historian Avi Raz and others confirmed that “voluntary transfer” and
engineered displacement were actively discussed by Israeli officials.

SoNTS el ST It Tor 3 3177 o e &1 {3 “FaAffew gearator ik yrafara
e W soRige Rt garT afha v & T4t Hir g 20|

e Leaders like Ben-Gurion saw the 1956 war as a second opportunity to “finish the
job” of 1948.

ST-TRIT S A3 T 1956 F e T 1948 F I FIA FI G FIo1 T G@T AlHT AT

Page4o
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A Continuity of Policy
fa &t foaar

A Haaretz report dated December 5, 2024, titled “We Give Them 48 Hours to Leave”,
showed that Israeli plans to transfer Gazans go back 60 years.

5 e 2024 T U §Real NUIE, “5H 305 offet 3 flT 48 g 2a & 7 femman for s
forarfat ! TuraRa 3 A SeRmEe JSTTT 60 |Ier g & |

Since the 1960s, Israeli officials have quietly drafted policies to reduce Gaza’s
Palestinian population, showing it was a central goal, not a fringe idea.

1960 F UF W & SoRTSell TSN & Forama Vel A FAAT S111S & TieTeht 327 armar
Refareclielt 3mard) 1 a1 =T 8, Tg g2Ta & & I8 v & 36827 U, o f IS dAid
qra|

A Demographic Engineering

FAHITETHIT oA

On May 15, 2025, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics reported that 7.4
million Palestinians — Muslims and Christians — now live in historic Palestine,
equaling the Jewish population.

15 7§ 2025 1 FefATd FRT FifTH s & Tar i 7.4 fafogs fefarediah —
AP 3R §A1§ — 319 AT Mefardier 7 wwa 8, St Fger e & e &
Despite decades of Israeli policies to boost Jewish birth rates and displace
Palestinians, the demographic balance now favors the indigenous Palestinians.

gToliTeh ZRTehi & SoRTSH o gAY STed & qgTa 3R Fefarechfart i gera i hfcrar 3,
ifehet 31 STAVITEITRIT FJere Het fovarddt fefarecifaal & qa1 7 B

From Israel’s perspective, this “demographic threat” is unacceptable, as a Jewish
minority ruling over a Palestinian majority is politically and morally untenable.

SoRTSS H1 GTEC A g “TANTETHIT W1 IFFAH &, Fifeh TgET HeqwE&dT g
ﬁ?ﬁﬁh?ﬁagamwammmﬁﬁmﬁﬁww#m%‘l

To maintain its identity as a “Jewish state”, Israel has resorted to apartheid, forced
expulsions, and demographic manipulation.

3T “TFEY TS T TE T T T & ToIT SoRTge F Hesima, Felte] fersera, 3
SAEEIT AT S 39T AT & |

On October 9, 2023, just two days after the war began, Israel created a special inter-
ministerial committee to plan forced transfers from Gaza.

9 3TFEa 2023, AT JeU YE 811 & 2 e 1, SoRTS A U AT e-Farerd afafa
FATS, ST ATAT AT TASHIHT T JISTAT &1 Ter A7 |

There have been open discussions about relocating Palestinians to Egypt’s Sinai or to
African countries like Rwanda and Uganda, masked as “voluntary resettlement”.
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el 7910 g5 ¢, o “Tdfo qaata” shgl 311 — Afthel Ig TolTd TAHEAT FEATOT ¢ |
Such transfers are considered war crimes under international law.

SH bR o ToSehTel ARSI Flefet & et JGH I Aol ST & |

Real Estate Vision Masking Ethnic Cleansing

ST WS I FUTe arell RIrer vFee gieeahior

The idea of turning Gaza’s coast into a luxury “Middle East Riviera”, devoid of
Palestinians, was openly proposed by US President Donald Trump.

IS & € I T AR “TAfEe v RIAEw 7 seere &1 fauR, foras :18 fhfardiet
&1, IARHY Isgufa Seres TF9 aRT Yot gEdIfad fomar |

Trump’s real estate background shaped his vision of the region as prime beachfront
property, not a homeland for the displaced.

oFq 1 Rarer vree geadfA o 56 a1 ) RrenfAarqet wag adT @ufa & w9 & o@r, 7 %
fReafat & fore Arqefar & so A

Netanyahu fully supported this vision, calling it “the only viable plan” for the region’s
future.

ATTITE A FH GISCHIVT 1 “81F F FAT THATT AR A il §U TH ¥ qoda
feam

Deliberate Erasure of Gaza

ITSAT T ATAGGIRT (AT ST

The destruction of Gaza’s civilian infrastructure is not due to military necessity, but
a methodical campaign of erasure.

ITAT Y ARG FIAATHT T faaTer R A7 G IF a1 & FROT AGT &, dfoh 34
IS A Arsrracy 7 @ fem fr ke

Entire neighbourhoods, homes, roads, schools, hospitals, and water systems have
been systematically targeted.

9 AlgedT, @11, HSHI, Thall, IEqaral, 3R STer gonferdl I sqafeyd w7 § faemar s=mr
AT
Over 1,50,000 people have been killed or wounded, many of them civilians, and

thousands more have died indirectly due to starvation, disease, and collapse of
healthcare.

1,50,000 #mmmmmmgﬁmﬁﬁmﬂmﬁﬁkmm
gEad, SR, 3R FareeT &7 F gae & HRUT T T & AR AT

This violence is not collateral damage, but a deliberate attempt to erase Palestinian
life and society.
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Ig AT IS qUeaATas JHHATT 161, Sfow Refaedis sitas AR waATer H Fre= &1

I R I v B

o It seeks to complete the unfinished project of 1948 and impose a “final solution” to
the “Palestinian demographic threat”.

Ig 1948 Y 3t TRAISTAT Y R Fa 3N “Refaeie s gay” & “3ifas
HHTHTA” AT I T 5T &

The Real Goal of the War
S T Al IeT

e The real goal is not military or about Netanyahu’s political career, but a demographic
war that began 77 years ago.

S Je¥ T 3ecry fh Hedl AT Acd=21g & Teteliiaeh HRAT HT 7e1, Sioeh 77 FIe Tgol Y&
§U SITHITeaa Jeer 1 e B

e It aims to erase the indigenous Palestinian people, remove them from their
homeland, and ensure Jewish supremacy from the river to the sea.

ST 3647 & A fAart Refarcfaat # e, 3e% raeh Arqeifa & 3@ms S, 31
TEY & WG O Tgal T T T LT |
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Bengal appear to be entering a new phase.

On the face of it, there is reason for quiet
confidence. Trade volumes through India’s
eastern ports are up. Cargo throughput at
Visakhapatnam (Andhra Pradesh), Paradip
(Odisha), and Haldia (West Bengal) has grown
steadily. The signing of the Bay of Bengal Initiative
for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Maritime Transport
Cooperation Agreement earlier this year
promises to ease regulatory frictions and reduce
port costs. For a region long characterised by low
trade integration, these are welcome signs.

l ndia’s economic engagements in the Bay of

The decision on Bangladesh

And yet, the optimism sits uneasily alongside a
decision that has raised more than a few
eyebrows. In early April, India withdrew the
transshipment facility it had granted to
Bangladesh — an arrangement that had allowed
Dhaka to route exports through Indian ports to
third-country destinations. The official
explanation was logistical: Indian terminals were
congested, and delays were hurting exporters.
That may well be true. But in Dhaka, the move
was read differently — as a quiet assertion of
Indian disapproval, possibly linked to
Bangladesh’s recent diplomatic overtures toward
China. The timing was hardly a coincidence. The
announcement came after Bangladesh’s interim
Chief Adviser, in a speech in Beijing, described
India’s northeastern States as ‘landlocked’ and
cast Bangladesh as the region’s maritime lifeline —
a claim that did not sit well in New Delhi. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has repeatedly
underscored the strategic and economic
importance of the Northeast, with Indian
Ministers also championing its role in regional
connectivity. The suggestion that these States are
dependent on Bangladesh for maritime access
struck a nerve,

This came as India has doubled down to
position itself as a regional integrator. In recent
years, New Delhi has invested heavily in port
infrastructure through the Sagarmala programme
to improve coastal logistics and connectivity.
Cargo movement on the east coast has more than
doubled in a decade, aided by policy changes
such as Goods and Services Tax (GST) cuts on
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bunker fuel and incentives for coastal shipping.
Maritime trade is, by all measures, a national
priority.

Tensions amid reenergised BIMSTEC

At the regional level, India has sought to
reinvigorate BIMSTEC. The BIMSTEC Maritime
Transport Cooperation Agreement, for instance,
aims to harmonise customs procedures and
foster multimodal linkages, with the broader goal
of reducing the cost and friction of trade within
the Bay. For smaller economies such as Bhutan,
Myanmar and Nepal, improved access through
Indian ports remains a lifeline.

That is what makes the rollback of
Bangladesh’s transshipment facility seem
somewhat jarring. It reintroduces conditionality
into what had been presented as a neutral
economic architecture — one where trade
facilitation serves regional integration, not
shifting political winds. For Bangladesh, the
impact is immediate: exporters, particularly in
the ready-made garment sector (which accounts
for over 85% of the country’s foreign earnings),
will likely bear the brunt. Many had come to rely
on Indian gateways for faster, cheaper access to
global markets. The alternatives — via Sri Lanka
or Southeast Asia — are costlier and less
time-efficient. The move injects uncertainty into
Bangladesh’s export logistics at a time of already
fragile demand.

Tensions have since escalated. In mid-May,
India placed restrictions on the import of seven
categories of Bangladeshi goods, which include
garments, plastics, and processed foods, through
land ports in the Northeast. These products can
now only enter India through seaports such as
Kolkata and Nhava Sheva (Maharashtra), which
raises costs and delays. Indian officials cited
Dhaka’s restriction on yarn imports via land
routes as justification, though India’s revocation
of the transshipment facility had preceded that
move. Many in Bangladesh, nonetheless, view
New Delhi’s response as disproportionate.

Some in Delhi argue that Dhaka is being
reminded of the risks of strategic hedging.
Bangladesh has, after all, stepped up diplomatic
engagement with China, reopened maritime
trade with Pakistan, and asserted its role as a
regional connector. But these are choices Dhaka

is entitled to make. If India recalibrates trade
access to signal political displeasure, it risks
undermining the very idea of cooperative
regionalism it has sought to promote.

This is not just a bilateral issue. What affects
Dhaka will be noted in Naypyidaw, Bangkok, and
Colombo. The concern is not that India has used
leverage — major powers often do. The concern is
that India has done so in a domain once insulated
from overt geopolitical contest. Maritime trade
corridors, once seen as shared infrastructure, are
beginning to feel more transactional.

The issue is about credibility

India still holds many cards. Its port
infrastructure remains the most extensive and
efficient in the region. Cargo-handling capacity is
expanding rapidly, and coastal shipping and
multimodal linkages are more developed than
those of any other BIMSTEC partner. But
infrastructure alone does not confer leadership.
In a region as fragmented and wary as the Bay,
credibility matters as much as capacity. If
neighbours begin to view Indian trade facilitation
as shifting with the political winds, they will
hedge — and the regional architecture India
hopes to build will inevitably stall.

The Bay of Bengal, then, is at an inflection
point. On one level, it is a zone of opportunity.
With improved connectivity, it could emerge as a
self-sustaining corridor between South and
Southeast Asia. A proposed BIMSTEC free trade
agreement, if concluded and implemented well,
could reshape regional trade patterns. On
another level, the region remains vulnerable to
strategic anxieties. The line between economic
policy and geopolitical preference is beginning to
blur.

There may still be time to draw that line more
clearly. India could clarify the circumstances
under which the transshipment arrangement
with Bangladesh might be reinstated — or, better
yet, replace it with a rules-based mechanism that
insulates trade from political cycles. That would
send a reassuring signal not only to Dhaka but to
the rest of the Bay.

The larger question is whether India can
maintain the balance between asserting strategic
interests and cultivating regional trust. So far, the
signals are mixed.

India’s Uneasy Balancing Act in the Bay of Bengal
SITTel Y WS A HA T WG HJeleT TATH

India’s Economic Engagements in the Bay of Bengal

FITeT Y WTE H AR FY 3w e

e India’'s economic ties in the Bay of Bengal are entering a new phase, marked by
growing trade volumes through eastern ports like Visakhapatnam, Paradip, and

Haldia.

AR 1 3T HRNEHY S9rer Y @Y 7 U AT =0T & 9aer X [T &, ST

RramarTesa, TR, 3R gfeear S IdT Seienel & ATeIH | SAIR & AT 96 Wi

e The BIMSTEC Maritime Transport Cooperation Agreement, signed earlier this year,
aims to ease regulations and lower port costs, boosting regional trade integration.
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XA TATAT 31T TG AT Y FH HAT &, aY =T AR THEIT Y g¢rar [

e These developments offer hope for a region that has historically seen low levels of
trade integration.

ﬁmﬁwaﬁ%ﬁmmm%aﬁﬁﬁeﬁmwﬁmwﬁwwwwagam
W@IE

India’s Decision on Bangladesh’s Transshipment Facility

qrFaTee F grafrase Hit g 9T sRa &1 vty

e In early April, India withdrew the transshipment facility granted to Bangladesh,
which allowed Dhaka to route exports through Indian ports to third countries.

I Y YEIATT & HRA A FiTeAIeer 1 & 7§ graRIgde Y aow & o, 5w e
HRAT TSl & ATETH § e Gt 1 AT T Fehr 27|

e The official reason cited was congestion at Indian terminals causing delays for
exporters.

TR FROT AT fF IRAT AT IR 318 F HROT AT FI e gF 87 27|

e However, in Dhaka, the move was viewed as politically motivated, especially
following Bangladesh’s pro-China comments and its assertion of being a maritime
lifeline for India’s Northeast.

gTllToh, GThT H 3T FHcH I AsTelide AT & Tohd & T H @7 I, AT T &
SITATCRT GART e & &7 F q7T 3R 7R o qafe & T ge &l Foelt Siaendr s S

&+ d1G |

e The decision followed a speech in Beijing where Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser called
Northeastern States “landlocked”, which India saw as a strategic slight.

5 0T & gy ST 3 TTOTT 3 T TG =¥ 3Tl 3 Gl Tt Y “syfraayr”
FeT AT, Y 9RA o Teh 0T HIATT & &9 & @]

India’s Broader Maritime Strategy

HII Y SATYF FHaT T0TA I

¢ India has invested heavily in port infrastructure under the Sagarmala programme,
aiming to improve coastal logistics.

HRA = URATAT FRAHH & ded 960Te e & o8 faaer e €, fSae 3egeg adg
AT P Igal qA=AT ¢ |

e Cargo movement on the east coast has more than doubled in the past decade, aided
by policies like GST cuts on bunker fuel and coastal shipping incentives.
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FeldY 3R T stagsr Wt ST Aifaat F1 IR gl

Maritime trade is now considered a national economic priority.

THGT SR 3 Ueh TS AT rafaerar o1 arm & |

Tensions in a Reenergised BIMSTEC Region
gt fad faeaes &8 # aord

India has actively worked to revive BIMSTEC, aiming for customs harmonisation and
multimodal connectivity through agreements like the BIMSTEC Maritime Transport
Cooperation Agreement.

AR o faFaees Y gesiitad S & fov @fsha &0 & ) foar 8, foras wees wimanat
FT TIA T 31T T@-ATCTHT HIF I ST 3o T 8T ¢

Smaller countriesalike Bhutan, Myanmar, and Nepal rely on Indian ports for global
market access.

T, FIAR 3N AT S B 221 RGTF AR TF 9§ T o FoIv IRl dezamel w1 ek
gl

India’s rollback of Bangladesh’s facility seems to undermine the neutral economic
architecture it had earlier promoted.

HRCT ST STTTCRT T FITET hl ITIH AT, 3Heh GaRT Tged & FaTRd deey 3nfdw e
BT AR HIAT Tl BT & |

Impact on Bangladesh’s Export Sector

TS & faTa a7 9T gHg

Bangladesh’s ready-made garment sector, which contributes over 85% of its foreign
exchange earnings, is most affected.

ST T IR a7 &1, S 38 fageft 7[ar 3 #71 85% & Hftrw Rwar ¢ar g, wed
37TereR RTTIe §31T &
Many exporters relied on Indian ports for cost-effective and timely shipping.

Fs T AR dEMel TN H drerd 31X FFgagy AT & v R 4

Alternatives via Sri Lanka or Southeast Asia are more expensive and time-
consuming.

#fereT a1 gfaToT & TR & fdehe #ge 3R wHT A arer g

Further Trade Restrictions Escalate Tensions

A & IR yfaeyl @ deng 3 Ter
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In mid-May, India imposed restrictions on seven Bangladeshi product categories
(garments, plastics, processed foods) entering through Northeast land ports.

HE & WL H R o qafax fA Femel & AreIH ¥ 3 dTe aaraeft s, canfees
3R wEEFa Wi dfed /1 ATOrAT 9¥ wfdeer o

These products must now enter only through seaports like Kolkata and Nhava Sheva,
increasing costs and delays.

3 Y 3cUTE, Shdel FrerhIar 3T TTaT AaT S8 TG TGN & ATETH § 81 31T Hehel 8,
S amre 3R fee sear g

India cited Bangladesh’s restriction on yarn imports via land routes as justification,
although India’s move came first.

HRA = 38 3T 0=t & TeTT ST SanT §{ff AT @ ATt & AT 9T qfcvaer 1 garenm
f&am, STafer s & uger we# 3omm ATl

Many in Bangladesh view India’s response as disproportionate.

FTATGEN H &S 1T AR I 9fafehar 1 3raFas A ¢

Strategic Hedging and Regional Autonomy
ToTeAifae Heferer 3R &Tir Fararaar

Some in New Delhi believe Bangladesh is being shown the risks of hedging between
powers like India and China.

7% oo A To & AT § O Sivader i aRa 3R e F e dqgere aree $ @A @

31T AT 1T @7 B
Dhaka has recently increased engagement with China, reopened maritime trade with
Pakistan, and asserted its role as a regional connector.

1T o §ToT &1 H et @ Faell hl Toram &, NiHhETeT & W1y FY AR T & & fhar g,
3R e &Y 8T SEFAT & T F T fham |

However, such strategic choices are within Dhaka’s sovereign right.

grefifeh, X T0TeHITcreh 0Ty oXetT arert &1 wweg Irfds &1

If India uses trade access to signal political displeasure, it risks undermining its own
vision of cooperative regionalism.

uﬁmmﬁwmmﬁasﬁvmqgaaﬂmm%,ﬁwma
HEANcHT AAATE & gISCHIVT ! FAAR FT T 5

Shifting Nature of Maritime Trade Corridors

A SR AFAART Y Feerclt g

This is not just a bilateral issue. What affects Dhaka will be noted in Naypyidaw,
Bangkok, and Colombo.
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Ig shael SIAUel HEgT w161 ¢ | SiT 316N ST 9T TS9N, 38 Adist, 3t 3R Hieat 7 off
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e The concern is not that India has used leverage — major powers often do.
AT I 81 § foF IR & ga1a T Y97 fohar — a2t AfFaar 0T el ¢

e The concern is that India has done so in a domain once insulated from overt
geopolitical contest.

i 78 & foh 91Rc = I8 U &1 H 2T & St 95l Gell $1-Trateitiaer Sfaeaelt & 37err #Her

SITAT AT
« Maritime trade corridors, once seen as shared infrastructure, are now beginning to feel
more transactional.

ST FAEY SATIR AR 3l AT IAAIEY & o &9 H & ST B, 319 3 dAef-&T
TR 3T oTer £

The Issue is About Credibility
HeaT fareaweaar #7138

e India still holds many cards. Its port infrastructure remains the most extensive and
efficient in the region.

R & I 379 871 S ATehel ¢ | SHeRT SETaNTE fArer aram 815 & T fawer i Ferer
AT 3 &

e Cargo-handling capacity is expanding rapidly, and coastal shipping and multimodal
linkages are more developed than any other BIMSTEC partner.

g1 T FEIf-gsToer &THaT doit & §¢ W &, 3R IO AR qar AedATsa aush fhar of
3=y fFues gery @ 318« faefaa §1

o Butinfrastructure alone does not confer leadership. In a region as fragmented and
wary as the Bay, credibility matters as much as capacity.

oot el FFAATEY e € Acfed =7 Tl & JATH FaMer S 5 g AR Fcish &7 &,
Rreaaeiiaar i 3d=0 €1 316 § =it &7

o If neighbours begin to view Indian trade facilitation as shifting with political winds, they
will begin to hedge.

3R YT Ig Alelat o191 fofy 8T Y SATIR Aghordcl Tstatifereh gmall ) AR &, o 9 g
T &I et T TOTA AT 1T |

o This would stall the regional architecture that India hopes to build.
TE 39 & FIGAT A Ueh SN T R SATeAT A8l ¢ |

Bay of Bengal at an Inflection Point

3Tl T W T AS W
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The Bay of Bengal is at an inflection point. On one level, it is a zone of opportunity.
AT Y WIS Teh Ageaqol AlZ W | Ueh T I, I§ HTAU HT AT ¢ |

With improved connectivity, it could emerge as a self-sustaining corridor between
South and Southeast Asia.

S FAfFRAA & A1y, Ig gffror 3R gfaror-qd ofdrar & fiw v Fa-fAeR afemr o

Tl gl
A proposed BIMSTEC free trade agreement, if well concluded and implemented, could
reshape regional trade patterns.

TEATIT e AFd SATIR FAHAIAT, 3R AHeIATIdS ] €T, N Jg 41317 SAIR ard
Y GeT: TRINTAT T Fehell &

However, the region also remains vulnerable to strategic anxieties.

gTcllteh, IE &1 319 &Y Yoreifass Rramsit & ufd dagerehe gl

The line between economic policy and geopolitical preference is beginning to blur.

e A 3iR sp-Trsrelifars yraf@srar & sfrer 1 3@ 319 egerely glet orefl B

Rebuilding Trust Through Clarity
FasedT & ATETH A faearw agrelt

There may still be time to draw that line more clearly.
379 o I & o =9 Y@n &1 3R Tuse fhar o)

India could clarify the circumstances under which the transshipment arrangement with
Bangladesh might be reinstated.

TR TE TASC T Tohl & [ et aRTTAfITT 7 sieeneer & arr grafivsie sqavyr
AT @ o fhar 511 Fhelr B

Or better yet, replace it with a rules-based mechanism that insulates trade from
political cycles.

T SHY JE, TH Teh frga e &F & Scell ST GehT &, ST SATIR &1 Tstellfaa Tl

AT |
That would send a reassuring signal not only to Dhaka but to the rest of the Bay.

IE Fael BTHT &1 o181, dfedh G Sl 1 WL & AT v meafea &et arem Fa gm|

Balancing Interests and Trust

feat 3ix frearar & = wqere

The larger question is whether India can maintain the balance between asserting
strategic interests and cultivating regional trust.

3T 9% Ig ¢ o T AR Torehifereh el bl STt §U 3R ¥y freamar ht o) §¢ Hefeler
AT TG HHell 8
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e So far, the signals are mixed.

319 do Hohd RAPAT R/ &

When can the U.S. President
deploy military on U.S. soil?

Why did US. President Donald Trump federalise the national guard and send them to Los Angeles?

The story so far:

idespread protests have
erupted in Los Angeles,
California, after raids by
U.S. Immigration and

Customs Enforcement (ICE) led to dozens
of arrests. In response, U.S. President
Donald Trump has deployed about 4,000
national guard troops and 700 marines.

Can military be deployed in U.S.?
Military troops, including national guard
units, are barred from civilian law
enforcement under the Posse Comitatus
Act (1878), unless explicitly authorised by
the Constitution or an Act of Congress.
Such authorisation is provided through
the Insurrection Act which permits the
President to deploy the military during
civil unrest. This can be done at a State’s
request, or unilaterally to enforce federal
law, suppress rebellion, or protect civil

Deployment of U.S. Military on Domestic Soil

rights when a State government is
unwilling or unable to act.

How has it been used in the past?

U.S. Presidents have long deployed the
national guard for civil unrest, but
federalising it to support law enforcement
directly against protests began only in
1967. The guard’s federalised role
expanded in the Civil Rights era, during
protests for school desegregation, and the
1965 Selma-Montgomery March.
Subsequently, President Lyndon B.
Johnson deployed them for the 1967
Detroit Rebellion and after Martin Luther
King Jr’s assassination in 1968. Richard
Nixon and George H.W. Bush have also
deployed them during various instances.

Is the Governor’s consent necessary?
Mr. Trump’s memorandum, instead of
invoking the Insurrection Act, likely due
to its widely recognised abuse potential,
cites Section 12406 of Title 10 of the U.S.

FAREY s O e 1 Aerreh

Protests have erupted across Los Angeles, California, after raids by U.S.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) led to several arrests. In response,
President Donald Trump ordered the deployment of around 4,000 national guard

troops and 700 marines.
JuH AN US F¥erH ThAC (ICE) i SHART 3R #§ AReaRal & s
HORIFAT & dT v & e yeeler o5+ 33| 50F Sae &, Iseufa Seres eu o
ST 4,000 A2reTer IS VT 31 700 7T frwT Y Aarelt 1 3mer &=

Code. This provision allows the President
to call national guard members into
“federal service’, under certain
circumstances, including rebellion against
federal authority. Traditionally, Presidents
have used Section 12406 as the
procedural mechanism along with the
Insurrection Act’s substantive powers,
invoking both to justify deployment.
Interestingly, Mr. Trump has attempted
to decouple these authorities. In
federalising and deploying the national
guard, he appears to rely either on
Section 12406 as a standalone power or
pair it with claimed ‘inherent’
constitutional authority (Article I of the
Constitution), citing his Presidential duty
to protect federal personnel, property,
and functions. For active-duty military
deployment, he seems to lean solely on
inherent constitutional power, as Section
12406 does not authorise using
active-duty armed forces for such
purposes. However, this employed legal

framework lacks the ‘unambiguous
authority” that the Insurrection Act
provides to engage troops. Under Title 10,
the President’s authority to deploy the
national guard without the Governor’s
consent is ambiguous — while the first
part of the provision allows federalisation,
another mandates that orders “shall be
issued through the governors”.

On June 9, California Attorney General
Rob Bonta and Governor Gavin Newsom
sued President Trump and Defence
Secretary Pete Hegseth, calling the
unilateral federalisation of California’s
national guard an “unlawful” overreach.

How does it work in India?

Article 355 of the Constitution mandates
the Union to protect States against
“external aggression” and “internal
disturbance”. This allows the Centre to
deploy the army even without a State’s
request. While ‘public order” is a State
subject, the Union can deploy armed
forces to aid ‘civil power’ under Entry 2A
of List I. In Extra-Judicial Execution Victim
Families Assn. versus Union of India (2016),
the Supreme Court held that armed forces
deployment supplements, not supplants,
a State’s continuing civil power. Crucially,
deployment must be withdrawn once
normalcy is restored; normalcy not being
restored cannot serve as a fig leaf for
prolonged, indefinite, or permanent
military presence.

Kartikey Singh is a lawyer based in Delhi.

e Under the Posse Comitatus Act of 1878, the use of military troops, including the

national guard, for civilian law enforcement is strictly restricted unless explicitly
authorised by the U.S. Constitution or Congress. However, an exception exists
through the Insurrection Act, which allows the President to use military forces in times
of civil unrest.

Posse Comitatus Act, 1878 & dgd, AT 3R A2ATel IS &l AN FHlefel cTGEAT FATT
TG 7 YT o] ) Ak §, S e fob 58 fAUTer o1 F1AW @R’y T &9 F 3gATT 7 &
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SITU| gelifeh, Insurrection Act & HTEIH ¥ Teh 319dlq Al &, it Rfder srenfer i feafa
# Trogafa @ S ol & ATl B 3eTAT S B

e This authority can be exercised at the request of a State government or unilaterally by
the President if a state is unable or unwilling to enforce federal law, suppress
rebellion, or protect civil rights.

TE PR T o] AT ST FehelT ¥ 519 IS T AR Tg, 31T Y, AT R Trsgafe
T3 v &, IfE a5 Toa HHi F1efet an) F3, Rgle gas, ar anrie sftart i @
A H HWETH AT AT o

o Historically, the federalisation of the national guard began in 1967 to support civil law
enforcement during protests. Its use intensified during the Civil Rights era, including
school desegregation movements and the 1965 Selma to Montgomery march.

UfETRE §9 F, Aererer S & FelHoT T QEATT 1967 F a0 vediatt & et AR
Hlefet Tactel H TS & & oI g% 2| gaehr 9ot Rfder Tgew 1 # 3iR aar, T

Tl 7 TEAT AGHTT WeH et I AT 3 1965 F FeAT ¥ Aeaad AT & SN |

e President Lyndon B. Johnson used the guard during the 1967 Detroit rebellion and
after the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968. Later, Presidents Richard
Nixon and George H. W. Bush also deployed federal troops in similar situations.

Tegafa foiser Y. Siawer o 1967 & 3gise Rae 31K 1968 # ATfést oaR fhar S
FAT & &T¢ 9178 IeTel fohw | are; H Reard faarer 3R Sifet v, 3o, gor o1 aseafadt o
8 34T gohR hr aRTEATAAT 7 Afetent ST ATt Fr|

e In the current scenario, Trump has chosen not to invoke the Insurrection Act—possibly
due to its controversial nature—but instead cited Section 12406 of Title 10 of the U.S.

Code. This allows the President to federalise the national guard in certain emergencies
such as rebellion against federal authority.

39 91X €9 o U1 Insurrection Act FT TIATETETE Topfet T ST §U SHHT SEHATST ST
fora 8, afce 38 99T Iud #13 & erged 10 FY 4RT 12406 1 garen f&ar g, St g
PR & Warw fage ST 3mara FFufat & Iseufa S Ater IS S TEfT Tar 7 o
T 31egAf ST B

o Traditionally, both the Insurrection Act and Section 12406 are used together to provide
legal justification for military deployment. However, Trump attempted to separate these
authorities by either relying solely on Section 12406 or invoking Article Il of the
Constitution, which outlines the President’s executive powers, including the protection
of federal personnel and property.

WRETT 9 I, Insurrection Act 31T &TRT 12406 AT Sl AT 3 YA HAT FATAT § aATfen
JeT AT T AT SEIAT ST Tk | ETATH, T o oT GlAT T IAIT-37H3T TN T T AT
fham, shael URT 12406 I7 Y ATAUTT & 3eT=de |1 & g 370el FRASRI HIAFR 1 37T
R g, foraet wehar wafer 31k it & gearm anfae g

e This legal strategy, however, lacks the clarity and force of the Insurrection Act. Also,

Title 10 provides mixed signals—while one clause allows federalisation, another
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requires the President’s orders to go through the Governor.

IE el 0TI Insurrection Act foideil Fs IR ATFaRITel w7gT &1 61 &1, Tr$ee 10
<hY 31T &Y 3TETSE §—Teh TR Y§ HENROT T AT &l 8, oY gAY R Fgcl & [
TSyl & TG ASIUTH & ATEYH T ST gied AT |

e On June 9, California Attorney General Rob Bonta and Governor Gavin Newsom
filed a lawsuit against President Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth,
declaring the unilateral federalisation of the California National Guard as illegal and a
case of executive overreach.

9 3 1, HfAmferar F sreie see e afer 3K et Afder sgEter = wegafa 0 3R
8T wfAT R §9r8e X H{HeAT e 3, forasd Hfarwiferar Aerrer ams & varaesr
TENIHRIOT T A 3R FRSRT ATAFRT 1 3rfaswaor samr 2|

¢ InIndia, the Constitution gives the Union government similar power under Article 355,
which mandates the Centre to protect states from external aggression and internal
disturbance. This allows the army to be deployed even without the State’s request.

AR # ot HIETT ITedT 355 & e she TR T Jg AT &l & o ag Tt 1 ared
AT 3R TARF e F 8T FY | SHA ey T T o A & a1 oft Fa1 v
FLeT T IeTATT Ferh B

o Even though public order is a State subject, the Union can assist under Entry 2A of
List I, enabling the armed forces to aid civil power when necessary.

gTclifoh A STIEUT T &7 Faw &, ifehet A | Y 9fafSe 2A & Tad g AR wermra=
T TETAT o TolT TR Fell ol HoT TheT & |

e Inalandmark judgmentin 2016, the Supreme Court stated that military forces can only
supplement, not replace, civil power, and their presence must cease once normalcy is
restored.

2016 ¥ Ush Hgca ol threl 7 FHlT HIE A gl o QAT T AT Harel WTAAT FA T Bl
¢, 8 ANTRS TATHA Y ST ¢ of Fhall, 3R AT AT T8Te @1t I J=1 F¥ geT foran
ST AR
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‘Govt. expects to seal initial tranche

of trade pact with U.S. by July 9’

Early, abridged tranche of India-U.S. BTA will be completed by July 9, by when Trump’s reciprocal tariffs would kick in again,
a wider tranche by Fall this year, say Commerce Ministry officials; India-EU FTA talks, too, gaining momentum

NEW DELHI

he government is
I on track and hope-
ful of completing

an initial tranche of the In-
dia-U.S. Bilateral Trade
Agreement by the deadline
of July 9, and a wider first
tranche of the agreement
by Fall of this year, accord-
ing to officials in the Minis-
try of Commerce and
Industry.

“On the India-U.S. BTA,
the U.S. team was here in
India for six days of nego-
tiations from June 6-11,” Ra-
jesh Agrawal, Special Se-
cretary in the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry
and Chief Negotiator on In-

Talking trade: The Fall deadline was first mentioned in a joint
statement after Mr. Modi’s trip to the U.S. in February. REUTERS

dia’s behalf in the India-
U.S. BTA negotiations, said
at a press briefing. “We are
progressing towards our
target of finalising tranche
one by Fall of 2025.”

The Fall deadline —
which is typically Septem-
ber to November in the
U.S. — was first mentioned

in a joint statement by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and U.S. President
Donald Trump following
Mr. Modi’s trip to the U.S.
in February this year.
Regarding an early,
abridged tranche of the
deal, Commerce Secretary
Sunil Berthwal said the go-

vernment was hopeful of
completing it by July 9, af-
ter which Mr. Trump’s reci-
procal tariffs would kick in
again. “We are working out
the early tranche, and as
you are aware that there is
a day, July 9, before that we
would like to conclude the
early tranche,” Mr. Berth-
wal said.

“Both the teams are vis-
iting each other. We visited
the U.S. twice and the U.S.
team has visited India
twice, so the progress has
been good. We are hopeful
that this would be done
within the timelines.”

On the India-UK. Free
Trade Agreement (FTA),
Special Secretary in the Mi-
nistry of Commerce L. Sa-
tya Srinivas said the two

sides were on track to com-
plete the legal scrubbing of
the text and finalise it in
three months since nego-
tiations ended.

The India-EU FTA talks,
too, were gaining momen-
tum, he said.

“On the EU FTA, there
are some tracks that are
working this week togeth-
er, and we have our next
round which is scheduled
on July 7,” Mr. Srinivas ex-
plained. “The momentum
has picked up regarding
the EU talks and the fre-
quency of meetings has in-
creased. Earlier we used to
have rounds that were
spread across a quarter or
even more, but now the
time period between meet-
ings has reduced.”

India-U.S. Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) and Global FTAs
-3 R gfavefir sarar w#star (BTA) 3t afRaw faa

SR ¥AEiT (FTA)

Govt. expects to seal initial tranche of trade pact with U.S. by July 9

THR HT 351G & fF 9 Fa1$ & IARF & w1y sanR gosila &1 s e aw w1

forar Sreem|

o Early, abridged tranche of India-U.S. BTA will be completed by July 9, by when

Trump’s reciprocal tariffs would kick in again,

R T-3TARHT BTA 1 IR, Witred a9 Ser$ o7eh 97 &1 Sirwem, 5ie v & wfagedt
e Y & AL gl

o A wider tranche by Fall this year, say Commerce Ministry officials; India-EU FTA
talks, too, gaining momentum

OIS HATr o ITARIRET & ITER, 56 a¥ Tasrs (Rdaw-adear) de v faegd e

O BT, HRA-$ FTA ardie 8t a1 gers 3@
e The government is on track and hopeful of completing an initial tranche of the
India-U.S. Bilateral Trade Agreement by the deadline of July 9, and a wider first
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tranche of the agreement by Fall of this year, according to officials in the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry.

qIfoTsa 3R 3T HATT & TARIRAT & AR, TIHR 9 TS h FHI-HIAT Toh
HRA-3TART faueha sadR F@sia & TRiAE e} o QU a $ 353g 3R A )

g, 3 9as13 2025 T sHeT RAFqa ggaT fewwT g foham e

e “On the India-U.S. BTA, the U.S. team was here in India for six days of
negotiations from June 6-11,” Rajesh Agrawal, Special Secretary in the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry and Chief Negotiator on India’s behalf in the India-U.S.
BTA negotiations, said at a press briefing.

HRA-3ARAT BTA W, AN A+ 6-11 T[T e &8 et #RT & F1c=hid o fow Alsg
o, IftIeT 3R 38T AFTd & fIAy Hfda Isrer 3rararer 3R $RA & 3R 8 BTA ardT &
HEY ATclTh & 9 aTcll 7 el |

e “We are progressing towards our target of finalising tranche one by Fall of 2025.”

“GART o183 ¢ Toh 2025 & Td3Ts deh Ugell REdr HTaH &9 & &A1 A1, 3R A 38 figer &
gfa F BRI

e The Fall deadline — which is typically September to November in the U.S. — was
first mentioned in a joint statement by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and U.S.
President Donald Trump following Mr. Modi’s trip to the U.S. in February this year.

UdeTs T FRIHAT — S 3R F AT Rdet @ Adaw gl § — Tgol IR TTHAT
g AIGY 3R IHARDT Tsgufcy SNeres €7 & GIad 7 Hel 1 HARHT I o 91e U wgFa
TITT 7 Fgr 715 2|

e Regarding an early, abridged tranche of the deal, Commerce Secretary Sunil
Berthwal said the government was hopeful of completing it by July 9, after which
Mr. Trump’s reciprocal tariffs would kick in again.

wRiAE 3k witrca RE 1 de aritiey afta gelter aeiarer o e i TR a1 371e §
% 58 9 eIt o QI Y foram SiTeam, fSieeh ST €9 & Srarelt e fhe & o] g1 Sireet|

e “We are working out the early tranche, and as you are aware that there is a day,
July 9, before that we would like to conclude the early tranche,” Mr. Berthwal said.

“FH URTAF G0 1 3TA T o7 TR a1 Y @ 8, 3R ST fob 3119 STt €, 9 Fers
dRI@ §, 38 Ugel §H 38 QU AT g1, A7 g¥arer o Fgtl

o “Both the teams are visiting each other. We visited the U.S. twice and the U.S.
team has visited India twice, so the progress has been good. We are hopeful that
this would be done within the timelines.”

‘Gt E Teh-g@ o =T T ANT T TET & | G &Y TR HAREHT o1 G foharm 3 3raRehr
S & oY @Y IR HRA F71 ST fovam &, safore werfar 3red WY 81 84 37+ & & a8 AuiRa
FAIHAT 7 Q81 SArea|”
e On the India-U.K. Free Trade Agreement (FTA), Special Secretary in the Ministry
of Commerce L. Satya Srinivas said the two sides were on track to complete the

legal scrubbing of the text and finalise it in three months since negotiations
ended.

Page54

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

HRA-TF HFT AR FHSANT (FTA) T, a0 H1erd 7 [V #a et weg shfaara
o &gt fo Q1T 8T aTaT WATTS & ofiet AT 7 Frefelt otra T X wasile Y 3ifae v
T AT I

e The India-EU FTA talks, too, were gaining momentum, he said.
31T el [ HRA-§Y FTA araie off aifey o3 W £

o “Onthe EU FTA, there are some tracks that are working this week together, and
we have our next round which is scheduled on July 7,” Mr. Srinivas explained.

“$9 FTA W, 38 g $S Feal W AT H S g1 16T &, IR gaART 31arel arell 7 Jelrs i
fAeiRa g, A sforare & sarn|

e “The momentum has picked up regarding the EU talks and the frequency of
meetings has increased. Earlier we used to have rounds that were spread across a
quarter or even more, but now the time period between meetings has reduced.”

“ﬂﬂﬁﬁmwggmmﬁmwalmmmmmm
I AT W of, dfrT sT dodt F T FT AT g AT
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TRAI caps Wi-Fi
hotspot operator fee

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI)
on Monday ordered that
public Wi-Fi hotspot opera-
tors should not be charged
more than twice what a re-
sidential broadband user
pays to set up hotspots.

The order follows years
of lower-than-targeted de-
ployments of hotspots un-
der the Prime Minister Wi-
Fi Access Network Inter-
face (PM-WANI)
programme, which, the
Department of Telecom-
munications (DoT) and
TRAI blamed on Internet
Service Providers (ISPs),
who frequently sold com-
mercial Internet plans
priced 40 to 80 times’ the
residential tariffs.

Over 2024, two versions
of this order were drafted
by TRAI, the second be-
cause the DoT removed
the language from an ear-
lier PM-WANI authorisa-
tion that mentioned “com-
mercial agreement,”
necessitating a second
draft order by TRAL

In a departure from the
latest draft, TRAI's final Te-
lecommunication  Tariff
(71st Amendment) Order,
2025 on Monday only ap-
plies to broadband tariffs
of up to 200Mbps speeds.

Opposed to cap
The Broadband India Fo-
rum, which represents a
few ISPs, had supported
placing limits on tariffs
charged to Wi-Fi hotspot
operators. Telecom opera-
tors and Tata Communica-
tions, which run much of
the Indian Internet’s so-
called “backhaul” band-
width, were opposed to a
cap on tariffs on Wi-Fi hot-
spot operators.

“There are ISPs like Tata
Communications who are
only serving the enterprise

plans priced ‘40 to 80 times’ the
residential tariffs,

market and are not into the
retail/consumer ISP broad-
band business and don’t
offer FTTH services,” Tata
Communications said in a
filing last year.

“The proposed tariff fra-
mework will completely
deprive such ISPs from
availing such business op-
portunity of providing
bandwidth to these PDOs,”
the firm added, using the
acronym for Public Data
Offices, the PM-WANI
scheme’s name for hotspot
operators.

Second intervention
This is TRAI's second re-
cent tariff intervention, a
role it undertakes very
rarely as prices are under a
‘forbearance’ regime with
telecom operators and ISPs
freely setting their tariffs.

A previous intervention
last year, which was subse-
quently notified, was to
make sure the telecom op-
erators had calling and
SMS-only plans for senior
citizens and those who did
not need data.

Telecom operators re-
sisted the proposal during
discussions and eventually
implemented the direc-
tions by issuing such a ta-
riff — but at a price that was
only marginally cheaper
than existing plans that in-
cluded data.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

TRAI caps Wi-Fi hotspot operator fee
TRAI & GT$-%T$ glcFdic AT Yo H1 HIaAT

ag

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) on
Monday ordered that public Wi-Fi hotspot operators
should not be charged more than twice what a residential
broadband user pays to set up hotspots.

HRAT greaR fafaamsas giftaor (TRAI) & ®1HaR &1 3maer
feram o WTdIToreR aT$-1E gieTule TR F glewdie FTRT
& & e e aisds suahredaT ganT sEraT e e
e W ATARAH al 1 & 3 o A forar 31 whal

o The order follows years of lower-than-targeted deployments of
hotspots under the Prime Minister Wi-Fi Access Network
Interface (PM-WANI) programme.

g 3T TUTAHAT ITS-BTS TFAH Acdsd 576 (PM-WANI)
FIIHA F ded diaid ¥ FH ETUIE d=Tdl & IuT a1 3TAT &

o The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) and TRAI
blamed Internet Service Providers (ISPs), who frequently sold
commercial Internet plans priced ‘40 to 80 times’ the residential
tariffs.

gIHAR AW (DoT) 3R TRAI & 38 [T getsie dar waransit
(ISPs) &I fSIFATR SEIAT, St 31 40 & 80 [T T8 Hea dTel
SAEAIAF SeIe Tallel S |
e Over 2024, two versions of this order were drafted by TRAI. The
second version was made because the DoT removed the

language from an earlier PM-WANI authorisation that mentioned
“commercial agreement.”

2024 3 TRAI & 38 31131 & &Y HEHOI 1 HElET IR Thar| ggrr
HEHIOT AT IR 63T 3131 Fifeh DoT o gger & PM-WANI

TIfArIor & “caraariAe GASla” O Fafad oo ger & o)

e In a departure from the latest draft, TRAI's final Telecommunication Tariff (71st
Amendment) Order, 2025 applies only to broadband tariffs up to 200Mbps speeds.

gIToraT HETE & 3refer, TRAI &7 3ifaH qTEER SR (7137 weierer) maer, 2025, ool
200Mbps T # fisds g I 9] Bl 2|

e The Broadband India Forum, which represents some ISPs, supported limits on tariffs
for Wi-Fi hotspot operators.
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sisds 3R BRA, S Fo ISPs 1 AT FaT &, 7 as-1s gleaic 3Rt |
TNE AT e T AT R

e Telecom operators and Tata Communications, which manage much of India’s
backhaul bandwidth, opposed a cap on such tariffs.

GIHAR S 3R eTeT FHgfaserw, Sit 1R & Iheiar Ssfagy =1 a7 fewar garerd €,
o1 39 g ohT &X HAT FT faer foram|

o Tata Communications said last year that they serve only the enterprise market, not the
retail/consumer ISP broadband market, and do not offer FTTH services.

< HFG AR o TSl Aol HgT foh T6 halol TS dTaR & GaTv & 8,
GeX/3uHET 91sds AaATC 781 ¢ IR FTTH AT YeTe o781 d |
e The company argued that the proposed tariff framework would deprive such ISPs from

the business opportunity of providing bandwidth to Public Data Offices (PDOs) under
PM-WANI.

FUT 7 T T gEarfad ERE = 0 ISPs #F PM-WANI & dgd didsifeis 3T ®iaTerdal
(PDOs) &I d2fagy &t & arawiAs rqay F afra ¥ Sam|

e This is TRAI's second recent tariff intervention, a rare move as pricing is usually
under a ‘forbearance’ regime, allowing ISPs and telecom operators to set their own
rates.

I TRAI T ToraT g@T R g8l ¢, ST 3T § Fifeh ax fTeoT HTAAR 0
“FFAAAOT YOI & gl 81T &, STeT ISPs 3T Tferle 3iToRex Fa &t aF #:3d ¢
e« A previous intervention last year ensured that telecom companies offered calling
and SMS-only plans for senior citizens and those not needing data.

o arer & v geaaiv o gAfRaa frar & Solieta Sufaar aftss amiet 3k e #r
HTIIFHAT of T dTel SYARTFATHT & TAT Shgel FifaT 31T SMS AST=T U2 HY |

e Telecom operators resisted this proposal initially, but eventually complied by offering
such plans at rates only marginally cheaper than existing data plans.

EeehTH HUferdl o1 & H SE TEcTa o1 Faer foha, eifehet 3idcT: HiS[ET ST voltet $Y gera
H 913 FFA 0 TATeT ST ) fAERi &1 gt R

GS Paper I1I: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. India’s total trade deficit narrows to $6.6 billion as total
exports grow

I T Fel SATIR ©TeT $6.6 TAfraet oo e, Far @ &
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2. Shah launches tech platforms for better disaster
management

3T9ET Jaer & T g F dHhsdlhT CATHIA died fHT

3. FATF condemns Pahalgam attack, to release report on
‘state-sponsored terror’

FATF & 9geldnH g &1 fAeT Y, U= yafad sndeare
9 e S 3

4. Adani scam probe hampered by lack of information from
tax haven countries: Cong

¢FH 29 AT ¥ ATARRY Y FHY & FROT HSTEAY GleTer HY ST
aiffra: FE99

5. Bodies of 119 crash victims identified after DNA
profiling
SITeTT WIS forer & a1 119 AT gerear fif3at r wgemr r

TS

6. Ax-4 Mission: ISRO, Axiom Space Coordinate on Crucial
Experiments Before Launch

Ax-4 fA9rT: 981901 ¥ ggel ISRO 3{R Axiom Space &I
HEcaqUT YA 9T AT

7. Forbidding Arabian Desert Once Had a Lush and
Bountiful Chapter
Fefl Faeer 3R gr-9r AT e AT

8. A whale tooth’s journey from the sea to a Copper Age
pit
HHG A A1 o1 A A5 AF Teh g el & glcd Y AT

9. Water everywhere, but not a drop to drink

Tl §X S1Tg, Afdhet diat dr U g 8t
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10. Ambiguities in India’s Nuclear Liability Law
R & ILATY] ST FTefe & IFTvedTT

11. WPI Inflation Dips to 14-month Low of 0.39% in May
AS A SecgdI3mE AT aT T 14 A & A TR

0.39% tnq-giﬁ
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Security boost

Patrol ready Indian Coast Guard’s Fast PatrolVesselAchaI built by Goa Shipyard Ltd., during its launch in Goa on Monday. The ?473 crore
vessel, with 60% indigenous content and dual-class certification, aims at enhancing coastal security and offshore asset protection. PTI

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in -

Page6O



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Shah launches tech
platforms for better
disaster management

-GS Paper lll: Disaster

LI\a_zana ement
11U OL1IMAEdL -~~~

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah unveiled three major
technology platforms on
Monday to improve the
speed and precision of dis-
aster management.

Mr. Shah launched the
Integrated Control Room
for Emergency Response
(ICR-ER), National Data-
base for Emergency Man-
agement Lite 2.0 (NDEM
Lite 2.0) and Flood Hazard
Zonation Atlas of Assam at
the annual conference of
Relief Commissioners, Se-
cretaries of Disaster Man-
agement and State Disaster
Response Forces.

In a post on X, Mr. Shah
said the three platforms
“will equip our disaster
management apparatus
with the speed and preci-

Tool for real-time
response, a national

database and flood
hazard atlas of
Assam were unveiled

sion of the new age tech-
nologies”. “The ICR-ER
will prompt real-time res-
ponse to disaster(s) across
the nation by streaming sa-
tellite data to rescue agen-
cies, and the NDEM Lite
2.0 will provide our res-
ponse forces spread across
nooks and corners with
the agility to confront any
calamity as a single unit,”
he said. The flood hazard
atlas for Assam will help in
disaster mitigation by pro-
viding real-time data relat-
ed to floods, their impact,
and water levels in rivers,
the Minister said.

gfaferar aat & aifle gFaesT & died |

e Inaposton X, Mr. Shah said the three platforms “will equip our disaster management
apparatus with the speed and precision of the new age technologies”.

TFH T Ueh GIEe H 4T 28 & Fgl o T AT TIehid §HAR ATIST TG dF ! 78 dhailel
#r 1y 3R FéFar & gafsord w1

Shah launches tech
platforms for better
disaster management

HTYST YaeT & AT ag o
ddhelleh! TACWHIA oled [T

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
unveiled three major technology
platforms on Monday to improve
the speed and precision of
disaster management.

FET 378 7 AT e A WHAAR Y
YT Jaere Y I1fer 31 FEhar sg=
& faw et yog@ aseihr caewis

Al [T

e Mr. Shah launched the Integrated
Control Room for Emergency
Response (ICR-ER), National
Database for Emergency
Management Lite 2.0 (NDEM Lite 2.0)
and Flood Hazard Zonation Atlas of
Assam at the annual conference of
Relief Commissioners, Secretaries of
Disaster Management and State
Disaster Response Forces.

& eMMg o ITaTdFT e gfafhar & faw
ThIgd fAa=or FaT (ICR-ER),
HTIATAFTe I Yot & faw IS Seed
dTS< 2.0 (NDEM Lite 2.0) 3R 3rqd &1
1% YA 817 VeaH 1 Tge AT,
T9eT yeuer aiRat 3 s e
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e “The ICR-ER will prompt real-time response to disaster(s) across the nation by
streaming satellite data to rescue agencies, and the NDEM Lite 2.0 will provide our
response forces spread across nooks and corners with the agility to confront any
calamity as a single unit,” he said.

3egiot heT, “ICR-ER 393Ig 3T Y SOTd Ui AT h TgaTehs =T X # 3Mer3it & 9fd
et ez wfafrar s afsha s, 31 NDEM Lite 2.0 gAR Affee &=t & et wfafsrar
Tl I TholE g1 T #fY ITIST T ATHAT FIo1 A Fell TeTal Ham |’

e The flood hazard atlas for Assam will help in disaster mitigation by providing real-

time data related to floods, their impact, and water levels in rivers, the Minister said.

A o7 gl foh WA & fAT a6 ANAH veayw 16, 39F Tog IR AR A FTaT TR T
et YT TFHA 32T Vel Feh ITIGT FHAIFIOT 3 Heg |

Market fire

“\-3:5'“

i !
\ /}»W‘f

Dousing the flames: A massive blaze ripped through parts of the Khidderpore market in Kolkata early on Monday. A number of shops were
gutted by the fire, no casualties were reported. DEBASISH BHADURI
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India’s total trade deficit narrows to
$6.6 billion as total exports grow

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

India’s overall trade deficit
narrowed to $6.6 billion in
May 2025, down nearly
30% from its level in May
last year, as total imports
fell largely due to a fall in
oil prices while total ex-
ports grew on the back of a
strong performance by the
services sector, official da-
ta show.

According to the month-
ly data released by the Mi-
nistry of Commerce and
Industry on Monday, total
exports grew 2.8% to $71.1
billion in May 2025 — up
from $69.2 billion in May
2024 — with exports in the
service sector growing
9.4% to $32.4 billion. Mer-
chandise exports, on the
other hand, contracted

Dip in deficit

Strong showing by service exports, which grew by 9.4% to
$32.4 billion in May 2025, boosted overall exports

-100
Jan. 2025

I Trade balance, $ billion

March 2025

(merchandise and services)

May 2025

SOURCE: MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

2.2% to $38.7 billion, while
non-petroleum exports re-
ported a 5.1% growth.

The data shows that In-
dia’s non-petroleum ex-
ports grew 5.1% in May
2025.

Merchandise imports
too were impacted by fall-
ing oil prices. While total

merchandise imports con-
tracted 1.7% in May 2025,
the non-petroleum im-
ports grew 10% in the same
month. Services imports
grew 1.5%. Taken together,
total imports contracted
1% in May 2025.

According to Commerce
Secretary Sunil Barthwal, a

Total exports grew
2.8% to $71.1 billion

in May 2025 — up
from $69.2 billion in
May 2024

large part of the reason for
the subdued performance
in merchandise exports is
the fall in global oil prices.

“For May, there is posi-
tive growth in non-petro-
leum exports because pe-
troleum, in times of crisis,
there is a lot of volatility,”
Mr. Barthwal said at a brief-
ing on the trade data. “Cur-
rently, there is new volatili-
ty that has come. And we
have also seen, in the last
two months, there was a
sustained fall in prices in
petroleum, which has got a
dampening impact on ex-
ports.”

India’s total trade deficit narrows to $6.6 billion as total
exports grow

T T Fel SATIR ©TET $6.6 faforaer = e, Fa A &

T

India’s overall trade deficit narrowed to $6.6 billion in May 2025, which is almost
30% lower than its level in May last year. This decline happened mainly because
total imports fell due to a reduction in oil prices, while total exports increased

owing to a strong performance by the services sector, as shown by official data.

A T Fel SR T A 2025 F T $6.6 faforaer @ aram, St Raer arer 78 iy geran
#H SITSIT 30% HA T € FH! HET T { Al T hlAd! # FIR1ae F FROT ol AT A
Fall IR Va1 819 F Forgd Yedtal & Tod Fof AT H Jeftr & FRor g8, shar %
ITTARIRF HTHsT & aarm =T
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e According to monthly data released by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry on
Monday, total exports rose by 2.8%, reaching $71.1 billion in May 2025, compared to
$69.2 billion in May 2024. Of this, service sector exports increased by 9.4%, reaching
$32.4 billion.

o« WIHAGR F AT FR 3EANT HATTT SaRT SIRY AAF AFST & AN, 7S 2025 A Fol
oA 2.8% Sea $71.1 fafarer gY s, Safh | 2024 7 o5 $69.2 fafoger o) 39+ qar
&1 & foraier 7 9.4% T &Y g5 3R Ig $32.4 Rfewer o= 95 1|

e In contrast, merchandise exports shrank by 2.2%, falling to $38.7 billion. However,
non-petroleum exports showed a positive trend, growing by 5.1% in May 2025.

o SUF AT, ATeT P 2.2% oA $38.7 RfAr o | Frait, dn-deifae Pt
HhRTcHS TSI TGETAT A 7 2025 3 5.1% I &1 Gof T TS|

e Merchandise imports were also affected by the drop in oil prices. While total
merchandise imports declined by 1.7% in May 2025, the non-petroleum imports
increased by 10%. On the other hand, services imports recorded a growth of 1.5%. As
a result, total imports during May 2025 contracted by 1% overall.

o O $T HrHCl F PRIGE & HROT AT AT 1 THITIT 37| 7 2025 H Fol AT HTATT H
1.7% & fIRrae 318, Safer R-AQferas 3mara 7 10% $Hi gefer gof i1 75| aEf, dar e &
AT H 1.5% @racaﬁrgé’l 5T IRUMATIEY, #AF 2025 H Fel AT H Fol FAAH 1%
o FIRTae g3

e According to Commerce Secretary Sunil Barthwal, the decline in global oil prices is
a major reason behind the weak performance of merchandise exports. He stated that

non-petroleum exports are showing positive growth, while petroleum exports
remain volatile due to global uncertainties.

« aftrsy wfT gelter adare & 37ER, ARTF do Herdl # fRrae #re fBFata & FAeR
WGt T Teh YW ST §| 3egiel gl o IR-GfAs frata & wmrens gefer aar o
T &, STafer dfRaen 3ifATRTTATHT & HROT TSHera# fAzTer 7 AR AR S g5 &

e He further added that this new volatility in the petroleum sector, combined with a
steady fall in oil prices over the past two months, has had a dampening effect on
exports.

o 3gieT 3T gl foh YRfATH &8 & 31 I8 a8 31FeYwar 3k Rod gy #dal & fraar &
TR FARTae & AT 9 AFRIcCHAS T STl ¢ |
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FATF condemns Pahalgam
attack, to release report
on ‘state-sponsored terror’

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

The Financial Action Task
Force (FATF), the apex in-
ter-governmental anti-ter-
ror financing watchdog,
has issued a statement con-
demning the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack, noting that it
“could not occur without
money and the means to
move funds between terro-
rist supporters”.

According to sources,
this is a significant con-
demnation as it is only the
third time in the last de-
cade that a terror attack
has been condemned by
the FATF. Further, it is
learnt that the FATF will re-
lease a report next month
which, for the first time,
will include state-sponsor-
ship as a separate source of
funding of terror.

The Hindu had reported
earlier about how the go-
vernment was sending a
dossier to the FATF to ar-
gue in favour of including
Pakistan in the ‘grey list’ of
countries that warranted
greater scrutiny.

“Terrorist attacks Kkill,
maim, and inspire fear
around the world,” the
FATF said in a statement.
“The FATF notes with
grave concern and con-
demns the brutal terrorist
attack in Pahalgam on 22
April 2025. This, and other
recent attacks, could not
occur without money and
the means to move funds
between terrorist
supporters.”

v -

STol

INNVOCE

STOP KILLING

OF

INNOCENT INDIANS

People in Guwahati protesting against the terrorist attack in
Pahalgam, on April 23. RITU RAJ KONWAR

According to sources
aware of these develop-
ments, the FATF “rarely”
issues a condemnation of
terrorist acts.

Third in a decade
“It is only the third time in
the last decade that they
have issued a condemna-
tion of a terrorist attack,”
the source said. “It has is-
sued the condemnation
because the international
community has felt the se-
verity of the attack and
highlights that such attacks
will not go unpunished.”
According to the sourc-
es, the FATF has also deve-
loped a Terror Financing
Risk & Context toolkit for
assessors, so that countries
such as Pakistan cannot
“fool them with lies” about

the terror financing risks
from their jurisdictions.

The FATF will soon re-
lease a comprehensive analy-
sis of terrorist financing and
will host a webinar to help
the public and private sec-
tors understand the risks
and stay alert to emerging
threats. Sources said this re-
port would be out in a
month.

“The FATF is releasing a
report on terror financing
risks in a month’s time,” the
source said. “This is the first
time the concept of ‘state-
sponsored terrorism’ is be-
ing acknowledged by FATF
as a funding source. Only In-
dia’s National Risk Assess-
ment recognises state-spon-
sored terrorism  from
Pakistan as a key terror fi-
nancing risk.”

FATF condemns
Pahalgam attack, to
release report on
‘state-sponsored
terror’

FATF & 9goTaT gl
&Y faer i, T
yrfSd Tdedrg’ «
Rl S ¥

The Financial Action Task
Force (FATF), which is the top
inter-governmental watchdog
on terror financing, has issued
a strong statement
condemning the terrorist
attack in Pahalgam. It
emphasized that such attacks
could not occur without
financial resources and the
means to move funds between
terrorist networks.

TdehdTe fAa9Yor 9T R
@ arelt AHaT-AIHRT o FFr
FATF d TgeTa & gU <!
maﬁraré’rﬁarmgtrw

IO SIRT fRaT &) sud weT AT @
fF =9 aE & g U= 3%
TAharE! Acasi F T B3 F
EEATAROT & WTerT & e Gorg
8T &Y Tl |

e According to sources, this statement marks a significant development, as it is only the
third time in the last decade that the FATF has publicly condemned a terrorist attack.
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o T % ITEN, g Ueh AGAYYT HCATHHA ¢ Fieh T5 o g a8t 7 Fga el aw g o1
FATF & frdY 3TTdhl g5 ST ATaatieleh foar ol g

e ltis also learned that the FATF will release a report next month which, for the first
time, will include state-sponsorship of terrorism as a separate category of funding
sources.

. ugaﬁmgaﬂ%‘% FATF 31eTel # v RO Y em, foae ggell IR U= yrafad
ATadTIe o fAT9NT & T 31T AvY & T 7 iR fohar sreem|

e Earlier, The Hindu had reported that the Indian government was sending a dossier to
the FATF, urging it to put Pakistan on the grey list of countries that require enhanced
monitoring.

o 309 g & fEg o R fomar ar fs 9 §XR & FATF Y o Sifora &em &, foraed
qIfeREaTeT 1 3 fAFe & 1o 1 J1eRer foharm a1 B, Tfeh 30 0 e TRt Tt i ||

¢ Inits official statement, the FATF expressed deep concern over the brutal terrorist
attack in Pahalgam on 22 April 2025, stating that such incidents Kill, injure, and create
fear across the world. The FATF reiterated that these attacks are not possible without
financial infrastructure and funding channels among supporters.

o 3O MNTAFIRG ST & FATF F 22 3rdeT 2025 Y TgIma # §T FI AT g P oloh<
3R AT sgera Y, 3R 8T f5 5T g & gearv e Hr ST ot &, 376 g FaT g
R gferar o) # o177 Horeh 81 FATF o a1gran o 3 ool fadiir e i &far sicas &
fo=r Ts1a AT €1

e Sources familiar with the matter noted that the FATF rarely issues such
condemnations, underscoring the gravity of the Pahalgam incident. They

emphasized that the international community has felt the severity of this attack,
which is why the FATF was compelled to act.

o FHAHS A IRFET N & Idr=T I FATFagamawmﬁﬁﬁm%,mw
TS I & foh ggerana i gear fraelt i o) 3eglel Ig ot gt & sawrsdT goqer 2
3 g 1 MRar w1 Agqw frar 8, UTAT FATF &Y #1ar$ 360 a3

o To prevent countries like Pakistan from misleading the organisation, the FATF has
developed a new Terror Financing Risk & Context toolkit. This toolkit will help
evaluators identify real terror-financing risks and avoid being misled by false claims.

o UifrEare S St GERT R R I @ 99 F fAT, FATF @ O o1 Adsdre
fReayor @ 3il west gafere Refaa o §1 a7 cafere Heaimaesndisil I aafas
3T famayor SNFEHAT hr ggamet et 3 (S et @ F9a & A HM|

o The FATF is also preparing to release a comprehensive analysis of terror financing

and will organise a webinar to assist both public and private sectors in identifying
emerging threats. According to sources, the report is expected within a month.

o FATF STog &1 ATd®dre fAaqIN0T &T U caT9e fARaYoT ST &9 31N U afeaR 3mafoa
FT forad ardafas® 3 s 87 At S AT @aRT 61 ug=e e & GErIdr Ao g |
AT & TR, I8 RIE o A & e et F1 37415 B
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e A source confirmed that for the first time, the FATF will officially recognise ‘state-
sponsored terrorism’ as a funding source. So far, only India’s National Risk
Assessment report has identified state sponsorship by Pakistan as a major terrorism
finance threat.

o T A o Y FI & ggell a1 FATF UT AT ArdFare 1 s 79 § &
faeaior S F T A FHFR FIAT| 379 7o haol AR F TS AR Hedidwha o
TIfREATeT SaRT TS TRANSTT Y T GHE AT fATayor T & &9 H Ggare ¢

‘Adani scam probe hampered
by lack of information from
tax haven countries: Cong.

GS Paper Ill: Tax Haven
THé Hind Bafread

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Monday
said that a key figure in the
alleged Adani scam had Cy-
priot citizenship, but ongo-
ing investigations by the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) into
transactions involving the
Adani Group had been im-
pacted by insufficiency in
sharing of financial infor-
mation by tax haven coun-
tries, and the “lack of pres-
sure” from India.

The charge came amid
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Cyprus.

“The Prime Minister is
in Cyprus on his way to Ca-
nada. Of course, he would
have us believe that it is a
pure coincidence that a
key figure in the Modani
scam has Cypriot citizen-
ship. The Cyprus-based
fund New Leaina has re-
portedly about $420 mil-
lion in Adani companies,”

Jairam Ramesh

Congress’s communica-
tions chief Jairam Ramesh
said in a post on social me-
dia platform X.

The “ultimate beneficial
owners of this fund are
linked to Amicorp, which
is believed to have set up at
least seven Adani promo-
ter entities, seventeen off-
shore shell companies
linked to Mr. Vinod Adani,
and three Mauritius-based
offshore investors in Adani
Group stock,” Mr. Ramesh
said.

“All these transactions

are part of the ongoing SE-
BI investigations which
have been hampered by
lack of sharing of financial
information by these and
other tax-haven countries
and lack of pressure by In-
dia,” Mr. Ramesh alleged.

There was no reaction
to the latest salvo from the
Congress from either the
Union government or the
Adani Group.

Mr. Ramesh also ex-
plained how India, under
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru in the 1950s, had
rooted for Cyprus to be-
come independent from
British rule, and the island
had become free on August
16, 1960.

“In the context of to-
day’s geopolitics, it is
worthwhile to recall that
India’s championing of the
independence of Cyprus in
the 1950s and thereafter
became a sore point in our
bilateral relations with Tur-
kiye,” he said.

Adani scam probe
hampered by lack of
information from tax
haven countries:
Cong

Ty gaaT Q2T A
SRR HT HAT &
HROT HSTHT GleTa Y
ST 1fed: S

The Congress on Monday
said that a key figure in the
alleged Adani scam had
Cypriot citizenship, but
ongoing investigations by
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) into
transactions involving the
Adani Group had been
impacted by insufficiency in
sharing of financial
information by tax haven
countries, and the “lack of
pressure” from India.

FAH o WHAIR F) FaT &

STl BeTe & U YAE cufad Y AISHH ARIRST §, AfdheT ST GHE & 3 AT
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SEBI gaRT &Y J7 W g ¢ gaeT 2T ganT e SR @1s1 o FT 31T R ganT
gaTa Y At & FROT gefaa g ¥

The charge came amid Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Cyprus.
g IR TUTHT A%g ALY Y FISYH I & SR 31T 3737

“The Prime Minister is in Cyprus on his way to Canada. Of course, he would have us
believe that it is a pure coincidence that a key figure in the Modani scam has Cypriot
citizenship. The Cyprus-based fund New Leaina has reportedly about $420 million in
Adani companies,” Congress’s communications chief Jairam Ramesh said in a post
on social media platform X.

I o HUR ST START T o Ferer HITSAT He X TR G H gl ‘Tl qevd 7
2 31 g7 O Farer o W@ & ARTT FT @ a8 & g faearw e agar i ag Ak v
AT & o AT GIeTer T Teh GHT ] WIBTH ARTRF ¢ | AEWH Ud 63 7 ofifear
& UTH HIIT di¥ W AT FAfAGT F FIMsrar $420 RARIF &1

The “ultimate beneficial owners” of this fund are linked to Amicorp, which is believed
to have set up at least seven Adani promoter entities, seventeen offshore shell
companies linked to Mr. Vinod Adani, and three Mauritius-based offshore investors
in Adani Group stock,” Mr. Ramesh said.

AU A gl [ 56 $3 & “areatas arndt Arfas” ofsd 4 53 §, 56 7 @ wa 9
ST YA SHISAT, W ATHAR AT Hufarat (S e sl @ 531 §), 3R A
e fier itk frderet &6t 37eret wagg & AR A wfia R g

“All these transactions are part of the ongoing SEBI investigations which have been
hampered by lack of sharing of financial information by these and other tax-haven
countries and lack of pressure by India,” Mr. Ramesh alleged.

TAL o 3R 9T, “Y G AT SEBI F el W) i o7 RE@T &, i 37 31X 31w &
gt et ganr el ST |97 o et 3R SR GaRT Ga1d & STeat & o7 J1feiel &
w®Igl”

There was no reaction to the latest salvo from the Congress from either the Union
government or the Adani Group.

I & H TSl §He W g GIHR AT ST Tg 1 3R & :$ afafdman 7@ 3ns|
Mr. Ramesh also explained how India, under Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru in the

1950s, had rooted for Cyprus to become independent from British rule, and the
island had become free on August 16, 1960.

A A T ¢ T o 1950 & SAF F TUTAHA TATGIATS AG oh sAcjed H 0N o farfeer
ATH W FISTH Y FachIell T T fohar 4T AR T€ ST 16 39TEd 1960 T Tl g37

o

“In the context of today’s geopolitics, it is worthwhile to recall that India’s championing
of the independence of Cyprus in the 1950s and thereafter became a sore point in our
bilateral relations with Turkiye,” he said.
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Bodies of 119 crash victims
identified after DNA profiling

Official death toll yet to be announced; bodies of 76 victims, including former CM Rupani, handed

over; hospital urges families to remain patient; Gujarat CM tells officials to speed up identification

Abhinay Deshpande
AHMEDABAD

he Gujarat govern-
T ment on Monday
said that DNA pro-

filing has helped identify
119 victims of the June 12
Air India plane crash in
Ahmedabad.

The official death toll,
however, has yet to be for-
mally announced, even as
the Tata-owned Air India
has said that 241 of the 242
people aboard the aircraft
were killed in the accident.
Several others on the
ground were also killed or
injured when the plane
crashed into a residential
locality after take-off.

The delay in officially
declaring the total number
of casualties has caused
concern among local peo-
ple and inmates of the hos-
tel where the aircraft
crashed, especially as sev-
eral people were killed or
critically injured on the
ground.

Gujarat Minister of State
for Home Harsh Sanghavi
said the “identification
process is still under way”,
indicating the scale and
complexity of the forensic
effort.

Hospital authorities
confirmed that 76 bodies —
including that of former
Gujarat Chief Minister Vi-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Solemn affalr Family members of former Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani pay respects after
receiving his body at the Civil Hospital in Ahmedabad on Monday. VIJAY SONEJI

jay Rupani — have been
handed over to the families
of victims.

Rupani, who was among
the passengers aboard the
ill-fated  London-bound
flight, was travelling to visit
his family in the U.K. His
remains were received by
his wife, Anjali Rupani,
and other family members
at Ahmedabad’s Civil Hos-
pital before being taken to
Rajkot, his hometown, for
final rites.

‘Ensure dignity’

Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel visited the hospital
on Monday, where many

families have been camp-
ing for days to collect the
mortal remains of their
loved ones. He offered con-
dolences and instructed of-
ficials to speed up the iden-
tification process while
ensuring dignity in the
handover.

With the bodies of the
victims charred and muti-
lated, the authorities are
relying on DNA testing for
positive identification.

Rakesh Joshi, superin-
tendent of the Civil Hospi-
tal, said, “Some families
are anxious, understanda-
bly. But DNA matching is a
legally binding procedure.

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ;

We urge them to bear with
us as we complete this with
care and urgency.”

He said the deceased
whose bodies have been
handed over to their fami-
lies were from different
parts of Gujarat and
Rajasthan.

“We are trying our best
to finish this process as
soon as possible. Some are
complaining that the re-
sults have not come even
after 72 hours. We’re aim-
ing to complete the DNA
identification process for
all victims by late Tuesday
or early Wednesday,” Dr.
Joshi added.
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Bodies of 119 crash victims identified after DNA profiling
SITaT NIGTSfoer & a1g 119 AT goear Af3ar # wgara fr ad

The Gujarat government announced on Monday that DNA profiling has helped
identify 119 victims of the June 12 Air India plane crash in Ahmedabad.

I TIFR 7 FATR FT GO Y o Hoae DT fr 7ge F 12 567 ) HgAcEG
# §¢ v 33 e geear & 119 gt fr vgwa Fr g 7

However, the official death toll is yet to be formally announced. Air India, owned by
Tata, stated that 241 out of 242 passengers on board were killed in the crash.

glelifeh, MTAFIRF Hcg TEAT 3738 INranRer & & Gif¥ 7ET I 37$ &1 <TeT F FaiAca
aTel TR Sf3 o FgT F 242 w7 & 241 r gHiee F Ald g )

Additionally, many people on the ground also died or were injured when the aircraft
crashed into a residential locality shortly after take-off.

% 37erar, faaATT & Rerreft sare 7 TR & HROT &S AT ST 9 8ft AR 10 I1 g1rer

gl

9I'he delay in declaring the total number of casualties has caused concern among local
residents and those staying at the hostel where the plane crashed. Many people on the
ground were either killed or critically injured. Harsh Sanghavi, the Minister of State
for Home (Gujarat), stated that the identification process is still underway,
highlighting the scale and complexity of the ongoing forensic efforts.

Fel gaTgdl Y HEAT T BIvon A & @ TARNY Harrdat 3R 39 STEE 7 g @ o 7
foia ¢ 975 § STeT AT qHeeTaIed g31 UT| &S SleT STefiel o} € AR 7T a7 1Y & &
U gU 3| ST & I8 U FHA g8 Fardl o gl o ugarer $r wfswam ansf o €, e
Tl 7@ BRIAF TITET Y SAfEerar 3R saraemar Tose g &1

Hospital authorities confirmed that 76 bodies, including that of former Gujarat Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani, have been handed over to the families. Rupani was on board
the London-bound flight, travelling to visit his family in the UK. His remains were
received by his wife Anjali Rupani and other family members at Ahmedabad’s Civil
Hospital, and then taken to Rajkot, his hometown, for the final rites.

3Tl YR & TS I foh 76 2@, Toi=7et qd FeasE faera wamoft 7 2ra off e &,
WS o TR @l @S ST e § | FAToft, ST ogeT STt arel) 337 H FaR &, 30 I & a9
IRER & fAc ST @ A 3AHT AT 3Teh! Tood! Sratfer TAT0f 3R 317 ISl o gAgEE &
fafarer sreqarer 3 yred fovam 3R TR Tl (3eTer e ETeT) o ST arT, STel difas
FERR R I |

Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel visited the hospital on Monday, where families have

been waiting for days to receive the mortal remains of their loved ones. He offered
condolences and instructed officials to speed up the identification process, while
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ensuring dignity in the handover of bodies. Since the bodies were charred and
mutilated, the authorities are fully dependent on DNA testing for accurate identification.

o FHEIHA AT YA o WHAR I IS 1 2RT TR, STgT s TRaR 319 gsrat & e
9T X o foIT g Al & ST 3Te) §U & | 3oglel WG earere hi AR HfFRT 1
gl Y IRRAT AT YA AT el & FIRATT WY Sy obr e feram| <ifeh e ggerdt ge
3R R 2, sufoe 3R a8F gan & foe g avg Sroae gdaror 1 FeR §

+ Rakesh Joshi, the superintendent of the Civil Hospital, said that some families are
understandably anxious, but DNA matching is a legally binding procedure and
must be conducted thoroughly. He urged families to remain patient, stressing that the
process is being carried out with both care and urgency.

o TR srevarer & srelers wher Sl & gt o o aRaR Rifaa §, S amiae &, At
SITAT AT U FTofel T F ey 9fnar § 3R 58 g o & fohar S =g e | Segier
mﬁﬁmwﬁﬁmﬁ,mmﬁgﬁ:maﬁmmm$

AT 7 TR AT ST @I B

o He added that the victims whose bodies were handed over belonged to various regions
of Gujarat and Rajasthan. Responding to complaints of delays beyond 72 hours, he
said the team is aiming to complete the DNA identification process for all remaining
victims by late Tuesday or early Wednesday.

o 3ogiel M IAT 6 Tt NSt & era AT 910 §, 3 e 3R weredre & R Reata
& 72 g F 310F FHT T H Rl W gl gl foh & FT ofeT ¢ fF HAIerar &
U AT FUER Gag o AT Fei RS hr Srwere ggmer gfswar gt w7 & s
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Ax-4 mission: ISRO, Axiom
Space coordinate on crucial
experiments before launch

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

With the launch of Indian
astronaut Group Captain
Shubhanshu Shukla’s mis-
sion to the International
Space Station (ISS) sche-
duled for June 19, the In-
dian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) is
coordinating with Axiom
Space to refresh time-sen-
sitive experimental
specimens.

The ISRO announced on
Monday that it, along with
the Indian Principal Inves-
tigators (PIs), is coordinat-
ing with Axiom Space
ahead of the Axiom-4 mis-
sion’s (AX-4) scheduled
launch.

The ISRO has shortlisted
seven microgravity re-
search experiments pro-

ISRO proposes seven research
experiments to be conducted
aboard the ISS. REUTERS

posed by Indian (PIs) from
various national R&D labo-
ratories and academic in-
stitutions which Group
Captain Shukla would be
conducting during his 14-
day stay at the ISS.

The seven experiments
are impact of microgravity
radiation in ISS on edible

microalgae; sprouting sa-
lad seeds in space; surviv-
al, revival, reproduction
and transcriptome of tardi-
grades in space; effect of
metabolic supplements on
muscle regeneration under
microgravity; analysing hu-
man interaction with elec-
tronic displays in micro-
gravity; comparative
growth and proteomics
responses of cyanobacte-
ria on urea and nitrate in
microgravity; and impact
of microgravity on growth
and yield parameters in
food crop seeds.

The ISRO and NASA will
be conducting five more
experiments which will
mainly be on human re-
search programmes. The
mission has been resche-
duled four times due to va-
rious issues.

Ax-4 Mission:
ISRO, Axiom
Space
Coordinate on
Crucial
Experiments
Before Launch

Ax-4 A9
&9 ¥ 9go
ISRO 3iRk Axiom

Space &T Hgeaqor
IR O §H A

With the upcoming
launch of Indian
astronaut Group
Captain Shubhanshu
Shukla’s mission to
the International Space
Station (ISS) on June
19, the Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) is working
closely with Axiom
Space to refresh time-

sensitive experimental specimens that will be used during the mission.

TR 3AfaT AT a9 Sreeet AT YFaT F1 AT 19 ST F AT HaRar v
(ISS) ¥F faT waife get arer &, 3R $HHT AFT HRCART HARET THUTT HarseT (ISRO)
Axiom Space & HY FATHR FHT-HAGALMT TAICHS AHAT HI ATAT HI A FeT §3T 71

e On Monday, ISRO officially stated that it is coordinating with Indian Principal
Investigators (Pls) and Axiom Space in preparation for the launch of the Axiom-4 (AX-
4) mission.

HIAAR &I ISRO & AR &9 & 9T foh a8 SRAT 9@ wawai (Pls) AT Axiom
Space & TTY fATHT Axiom-4 (AX-4) TR & T&TquT ST FATY F:T W &
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ISRO has selected seven microgravity research experiments proposed by Indian
scientists from various national R&D laboratories and academic institutions, which
Group Captain Shukla will perform during his 14-day stay at the ISS.

ISRO & faffieT I JregwerTer v Rerar gateremansit 3y darfore weamt & A
ATl GART T AT ATSHIATIET HTHETA TN bl YT 8, Toiee I Freeet e
37911 14-f&T FY 1SS IMET & GRIT |

These seven experiments include studying the impact of microgravity radiation on
edible microalgae, observing salad seed sprouting in space, examining the survival,
revival, reproduction and transcriptome of tardigrades, evaluating the effect of
metabolic supplements on muscle regeneration, analyzing human interaction with
electronic displays in microgravity, comparing growth and proteomic responses of
cyanobacteria on urea and nitrate, and understanding the impact of microgravity on
growth and yield parameters in food crop seeds.

o1 1 S0 H A & ATgHIITAET R0 #1 WigT AgFIvesit W gom, safer #
gaTe el T 30T, el w1 Hfaa o, qasitas, yorae R grafhaeis F1 reaaa,
AT ITIIHT T ATHARAAT F Yeotetet I THIT, ABHIEAAE 7 saaeiias Beea &
ATeTa St F1 faeeivor, araaaa iR i geftr st i fas gfafear fir gorer
(@i it Asee & IUR W), 3R @eF wEal F @i F g R 3T | AR

T YHIT |

In addition to these, ISRO and NASA will also conduct five more experiments focused
primarily on human research programmes.

ST gl & AR, ISRO 3R NASA et aier 3R wr2ier 331 5t 7&d &9 § A
T FTIHAT O TR giaT|

The launch of this mission has already been rescheduled four times due to various
issues, highlighting the complexity and significance of this international collaboration.

58 AR T F&I90T g g IR IR YATAUTRE fohar 511 gt 8, St 38 eSS g1eT
SIfeeran 3R Agea &1 gfar ¢
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Forbidding Arabian desert once
had a lush and bountiful chapter

Speleothems and several archaeological sites reveal a lush history in the Arabian Peninsula, challenging theories of migration; the cause of this

lushness was phases of humidity over the last eight million vears, which gradually turned a desiccated landscape into a well-watered grassland

GS Paper | Geographical
., - sEvOlution
Sanpukcasmunena:--= e

he region called Arabia sits at

the heart of the earth’s driest

deserts, stretching from the

Sahara in the west to India's
Thar Desert in the east. It holds the
distinction of being the largest
biogeographical barrier on the planet.
Over millennia, the arid conditions of the
Saharo-Arabian Desert are expected to
have prevented hominins and wildlife
from migrating between Africa and
Eurasia.

Research has found that this arid
barrier has existed for at least 11 million
years.

‘Then again, fossil evidence from the
late Miocene and the Pleistocene epochs
has suggested that water-dependent
animals like crocodiles, hippopotamuses,
and horses roamed the region as recently
as 74,000 years ago.

‘The two facts raise a curious idea:
could Arabia, the formidable wall of
dryness, have once been a more
nourishing land?

Mineral deposits uncovered recently in
the caves of central Saudi Arabia have
bolstered this possibility: that Arabia was
indeed once part of a lush green
landscape that, among other things,
allowed animals — including our ancestors

to migrate through as they spread out of
Africa.

According to the researchers who
studied the deposits, the cause of this
lushness was intermittent phases of
humidity the region experienced in the
last eight million years, which gradually
turned a desiccated landscape into a
well-watered grassland. Their findings
were recently published in Nature.

In search of Green Arabia

“I visited Saudi Arabia as part of a
Fulbright award. I was curious why no
one was integrating Arabia into the Out of
Africa story and wanted to assess the
situation first hand myself. At the time, |
was working in India and I had
hypothesised that movements out of
Africa would have been across the
Arabia-India zone,” Michael Petraglia,
director of the Australian Research Centre
for Human Evolution, leader of the ‘Green
Arabia’ project, and a coauthor of the
study, said.

The research team itself was
international and was supported by the
Saudi Heritage Commission in the
kingdom’s Ministry of Culture.

For years, researchers believed that the
Arabian Peninsula had always been a
barren land with a foreboding
environment and where humans had only
settled a few thousand years ago,
especially once they had managed to
domesticate animals like camels and
goats. This belief kept Arabia firmly out of
theories of ‘Out of Africa” — a popular
model that suggests modern humans
originated in Africa and then migrated to
the rest of the world.

The ‘Green Arabia’ hypothesis cuts
through this belief and suggests that this
now-arid land had the occasional humid
or rainy phases that transformed it into a
wet and verdant terrain, crisscrossed with
rivers and lakes and capable of sustaining
diverse plant and animal life.

From a decade-long quest to
accumulate evidence for the ‘Green
Arabia’ idea, Petraglia singled out the
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Aview of the Al Nefud desert near Ha'il city in Saudi Arabia. For years, researchers believed the Arabian Peninsula had always been a barren land where
humans only settled once they had domesticated camels and goats. RABAH AL SHAMMARY/UNSPLASH

Jubbah Oasis, a remnant of an ancient
lake in Saudi Arabia. “As soon as we
arrived, we found buried archaeological
sites on old lake beds! We have
archaeological sites going back 500,000
years now and so we know early human
ancestors, and our species, were crossing
the area during times of high rainfall. We
have now documented a network of rivers
and about 10,000 ancient lakes of every
age,” he said.

The hypothesis is important because
the Arabian Peninsula sits at a crossroads
between Europe, Africa, and Asia.
Researchers have expressed hope that
understanding past climate in the region
can help answer fundamental questions:
How did early humans and their
ancestors spread across continents? And
how did changing environments shape
their evolution?

Let it drip

When water flows through the ground, it
sweeps up minerals in the soil along its
path. When this mineral-rich water slowly
drips into caves, it forms icicle-like
formations that hang from the ceiling and
rise up from the cave floor. These
formations are called speleothems.

The researchers collected 22
speleothems from seven cave systems
located in central Saudi Arabia. The mere
presence of these formations, they said,
was evidence of a wetter past because
they form in two conditions: sufficient
regional rainfall and enough vegetation
and soil carbon dioxide to form carbonic
acid (which dissolves limestone and
triggers speleothem formation).

As a result, they added, any changes in
humidity, groundwater, and vegetation
would have altered the speleothems’

oe

The findings highlighted that
precipitation during humid intervals
decreased and became more variable
over time as the monsoon’s influence
weakened, coinciding with enhanced
Northern Hemisphere polar ice cover
during the Pleistocene

preserved as the next mineral layer is
deposited.

Another advantage of using
speleothem archives to reconstruct past
climates is that they can be accurately
dated using routine radiometric methods,
such as uranium-thorium and
uranium-lead dating.

Uranium is a radioactive element and
decays into thorium and lead at a fixed
rate. This allows scientists to calculate
how old a speleothem is by measuring the
ratio of uranium to thorium in a sample.

Radiometric dating of the mineral
formations revealed that over the last
eight million years, central Arabia had
gone through cycles of wet and dry
periods. The earliest sign of a humid
phase was between 7.44 million and 6.25
million years ago, and the most recent
ones were between 530,000 and 60,000
years ago. These wet phases were often
relatively short-lived, lasting only
thousands to tens of thousands of years at
atime.

“The findings highlighted that
precipitation during humid intervals
decreased and became more variable
over time, as the monsoon’s influence

kened, coinciding with enhanced

structure. These changes are then

Northern Hemisphere polar ice cover

during the Pleistocene,” Monika
Markowska, the lead author of the study,
said in a statement.

The researchers have proposed that
these wetter conditions played a pivotal
role in helping mammals and early
humans migrate between Africa and
Eurasia and that the Arabian Peninsula
served as a hub of continent-scale
biogeographic exchange.

The past and the future
Archaeological evidence througt

history has indicated that human
populations expanded when the climate
was wetter and that during dry periods,
they either moved to more hospitable
areas, even if they were also
geographically restricted or simply went
extinct.

Will history repeat itself as 21st century
humankind faces a climate crisis? This is a
hard question to answer because human
society today is highly technologised. For

le, without air-conditi , people
may have already migrated out of regions
suffering extreme heat today.

That said, the past is more than just
about humans. For the last 15 years,
another interdisciplinary team of
researchers (also involving Petraglia) has
been documenting ancient lakes and
archaeological sites from 200,000 years
ago to the present to track a changing
climate and its effects on ecosystems.

“The past holds many lessons for us, as
climate and a warming earth is a serious
concern to humanity today,” Petraglia
said.

(Sanjukta Mondal is a
chemist-turned-science-writer with
experience in writing popular science
articles and scripts for STEM YouTube
channels. sanjuktamondal.sm@gmail.com)
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Chapter
FolY FHeH 3 &0-93 o7 3 MAFarT

Recent discoveries of speleothems (mineral deposits in caves) and multiple
archaeological sites in the Arabian Peninsula have revealed that this now-arid
region once had a lush and fertile history.

gTer Y @it F w13t 3 are rv @fsr s (W) Ak 7§ qafcas waa gaa
3w §, S 9ard § R 3 1 3RT IrEdiv F3H gU-4R71 3R 3I=TF a1

This challenges the conventional belief that Arabia acted solely as a dry
biogeographical barrier to human and animal migration.

Ig UROT T Fetcl T & T 3faram gaen @ e Sta-sitenfas sratier @r e

The cause behind this greenery was periodic phases of humidity over the past eight
million years, which gradually converted the desiccated desert into a water-rich
grassland.

= gRATCIT FI HROUT WSl 80 AT Ut H THI-THI WX Aol ATl AHT FY FTEYTT 2T,
TSIt ROT TE F@T FelTehT eR-ER STeraeeer aras{fA # seo 13|

Arabia: From Harsh Desert to Possible Migration Route

IR FoR MANTFa & FIfad yar e AR a6

Geographically, Arabia lies between some of the driest deserts on Earth, stretching
from the Sahara in the west to India’s Thar Desert in the east. It is considered the
largest biogeographical barrier on the planet. For at least 11 million years, its dry
climate was believed to have prevented hominins and wildlife from migrating between
Africa and Eurasia.

sfianforen €0 & 3RFAAT & & Fo @ Yoo WATATAL & iy U &, St TiRwst & werr
Y oleh I A HR & IR IATAT e ol &1 39 G 1 Fa@ a7 Aa-lenfas sraer
AT ST & | A F Ha 1.1 FA quT Teh SHb Y AT 0T o ATeAd Gaail 3T Gegaial i
3rshrent 3R IR & e e e F e e |

However, fossil evidence from the late Miocene and Pleistocene epochs reveals that
water-dependent animals such as crocodiles, hippopotamuses, and horses lived in
this region as recently as 74,000 years ago. This raises the question: could Arabia, now
dry and forbidding, have once been green and habitable?

oiferet X Freer iR cemaeetHieT it & Siame# yaAToT adTd § & AT, aRas @3
3R a3 S STer-3meTRe 9] 59 &1 7 A9 74,000 I G A Hiolg A1 SHA HaTeT
35T & T o 31mat &7 g 3Rfer w3l gwr-am 3R = e ar?

Mineral Deposits and Human Evolution

gfas 399V 3R AT Qe @ g9
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New studies of mineral deposits in central Saudi Arabia’s caves strongly suggest that
Arabia was once part of a fertile landscape, which allowed not just animals, but also
early humans, to pass through on their way out of Africa. According to the study
published recently in Nature, the lushness resulted from intermittent humid phases
during the past eight million years, which transformed the region’s climate significantly.

TFET IR F FACT HET Y AT F A0 70 GiAT It & 3T F TS Hebel fHelaT &
T 3feraT et ven 3UaTs &1 o1, TS hael 99 &1 #7161, Sfcsh YR AT ot arshrerr @
ST Y 3 TaTH T Heh| T ITEATA gTeT & H A=< THHT H JHh1RI 37 & IR Farer ¢ foh
7E gRATeT oo 80 AT@ st 3 317S ATRIAS AT i w3t & FROT a7 g5 A

‘Green Arabia’ Hypothesis and Scientific Collaboration

et 3Rfaar IR@eqsr 3 dafas AT

The idea of a Green Arabia was taken forward by Michael Petraglia, director of the
Australian Research Centre for Human Evolution, as part of the ‘Green Arabia’
project. He had earlier worked in India and believed that the migration of early humans
out of Africa may have passed through the Arabia-India zone. Supported by the Saudi
Heritage Commission under the Ministry of Culture, an international team of
scientists joined the research.

‘ot IRFAAT TRASAT F1 313 TGIAT ATSH FaAfordT o, ST e gt Rad e v
TIAA FACAT & TASUF §1 I Tt R H R A 3R AT A & uR e Arerat sr
IOATRT A STER T THAT: IRGAT-HRCT &1 S AT T g3 {191 3 3T 7 T3
TEHTA FATerT F 3refieT sREST FoteeT @ AL yred AR dafant i S o arer
foram|

Ancient Settlements and Landscape Reconstruction

yrhler afeaat 3 afgea &1 gaferator

Earlier views held that humans only settled in Arabia after they had domesticated
animals like camels and goats a few thousand years ago. But the Green Arabia
hypothesis overturns this view, showing that rains and rivers periodically converted
the region into a wet, livable terrain.

TE el HIAT SITCT AT {3 AT F IR H FHIGE Sha ol oId Y& 1 519 3egiel $O §oIN IY Tl
Fe 3R T8 G FAreTaRt H 1o Fe11 forar| AfeheT et IRfaT aReewer u Lo S
ITelcl SERTCH &, Tg ferame g o amfer ik afat & worg-aaa o) 5w &1 & after 3k &
QY =7 |

The Jubbah Oasis, a remnant of an ancient lake in Saudi Arabia, provided key
evidence. As per Petraglia, their team has found archaeological sites as old as
500,000 years, and documented a network of rivers and around 10,000 ancient lakes
of varying ages.
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STedT AW, S W& 3R FY TF Wit Shher F7 3G §, Ueh YAE FAOT FaA7| 9=
o 3THR, Sofehl I I 5 o a¥ [t Qrcifeash T Aol &, 3R 3ogia afeat #1 Aeas
TT2T S3T379T 10,000 wTehieT St T gEaTaiianor fhar gl

Global Significance of the Findings
@I &1 AfRas Agea

This discovery is important because Arabia lies at the crossroads of Europe, Africa,
and Asia. Understanding the past climatic changes in this region can help explain how
early humans evolved and migrated across continents.

Ig el SHTAT 8 AgcaqoT ¢ ardifer 3Rfarm g, et 3 ol & war fofg o¥ fera
g1 38 &9 & qd Searg IRacal ol FHST § Ig STlelel H Heg, Aol Hehell o o AT SATFX
1 R AR wrgredial # yarwa 3 g3

Let it Drip — How Cave Deposits Reveal Arabia’s Wet Past
-t et &Y — A T[T & STATT IR AT FHT 37X Il FY IAPRK FA &

When water flows underground, it dissolves minerals from the surrounding soil and
rocks. As this mineral-rich water drips slowly inside caves, it creates formations that
either hang from the ceiling or rise from the floor, resembling icicles. These formations
are called speleothems, and they form only when there is enough rainfall, along with
sufficient vegetation and soil carbon dioxide, which together form carbonic acid. This
acid dissolves limestone and enables speleothem formation.

SIS 9Tl ST & 51 98T 8, dl I8 319 TEd H Hiolg AT 3R acer= & @faa 1 ardl
T 81 I5 @At & $T 9Tl ST eR-EY AqH13t 7 cushll €, o T8 O @ oIceha AT SHI
Y FW 351 aTell W HT et S FTEATT SI7dT § | 37 EITAT3HT T TAfr3ted=H gl Srar
€1 T Hhadl d9 FoId ¢ oI 819 H gITed auT gf 3R goeafa 7 Al # Fe sEaieaaEs it
AT $T 81, o ad Aore Fraffae ofs aofdT 81 I8 37l Tl o’ 1 alelehl 3o ATT=A130

& fAATOT S THT FATAT B

Researchers studying 22 speleothems from seven cave systems in central Saudi
Arabia found strong evidence of a much wetter past. Each speleothem records
changes in humidity, groundwater availability, and vegetation, layer by layer, as new
minerals deposit on older ones. Because they form under specific climate conditions,
they serve as natural archives of past weather.

MERATIHT o1 TSEY 3T & A #1191 H U FTed 1 Jonferat & 22 FAfsndT=w
37T TR 3T araT 6 I 81T Fell FTEY Fa AT| g TAfoNAA & IAT & I1Y 74,
AT STt HR FAEIA & T Go 81l &, FI b 15 WhetoT IRl A=A IRl I STAAT
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« What makes speleothems especially useful is that they can be accurately dated using
radiometric techniques like uranium-thorium or uranium-lead dating. Uranium, a
radioactive element, decays into thorium and lead at a fixed rate. By measuring the
ratio of these elements, scientists can determine the age of each layer and understand
exactly when wet conditions occurred.

o TTBIEFH Y G 1T & T€ o o WAARF awvelial S8 Q- aiRas ar
RfAge-as 3 O ade v @ Reiftra fram o wohar §1 g¥@a#, v AR da,
fAfRee arfa & 9o 31k H T # Seerdm &1 S deal &7 3T ATYH deilicieh T Silel
Fohd ¢ [ 80 9¥a Fa &lt oY 30 37 AT aut v 7+ S fufa s A

e The radiometric dating revealed that in the last eight million years, central Arabia
underwent multiple wet and dry cycles. The oldest humid phase occurred between 7.44
million and 6.25 million years ago, while the most recent wet phases happened
between 530,000 and 60,000 years ago. These wet periods were relatively short, often
lasting only thousands to tens of thousands of years.

o AARE STET & ar Ter for o 80 are ast i, deel IRTFSAT A g IN e 3k ¥@
FT T | HH QAT AT AT Il 74.4 G § 62.5 A1 T Ggel 7 AT, STfeh Ho gTel &
T #HT aTel lel 5.3 FTE & 60,000 T Tgel o &l 3T | I 3l HTeT ITHAN W FE goIR F
AT &fAYY goIR TuT I & Tl |

e According to Monika Markowska, lead author of the study, rainfall during these wet
phases gradually declined and became less predictable. This change correlated with a
weakening of the monsoon system and increasing polar ice coverage in the
Northern Hemisphere during the Pleistocene epoch. This shows how global climate
systems influenced local Arabian weather.

o T N YA TR ANART HTHIEHT & ITER, FoT AHT aTel Hicil 7 qoT R-6N Fa
gt oaft 3R g o TRUT 8Y 1S | I§ IRATA 37 THI o T A I § ST9 ATAHeA JorTelt
FASR g5 3N celieerdlier o1 & 3wl Mordd & ah A el Sg=1 i1 587 I Fercdr & 76
O ARaF STeary 77 o TUENT 3T JFH S genfad fHam|

e The team proposes that these periods of rainfall and fertile landscapes played a
crucial role in enabling migrations of mammals and early humans between Africa
and Eurasia. Thus, the Arabian Peninsula, long seen as a dry barrier, actually served
as a key migration corridor during certain wet windows.

o OH FT A § o T aut & Frer AR 399E TR 7 arhre 3 R F e FaereRat
3R IRAF ATET & YA 1 HHT TAT| $H o 3G e, [S8 & TA7T o g@T
37 HAT IAT AT, A H FH© AHT aTel FHAT H Teh Hgeaqol FardeT ARY &=

o Historically, archaeological findings show that human settlements expanded during

wetter periods. In contrast, dry phases often led to migration or extinction. As the
world now faces a climate crisis, scientists wonder whether history might repeat
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itself—though modern technology may delay or alter the outcome. For instance, air-
conditioners today make it possible to live in regions that would otherwise be too hot.

o Sfidera &, WaTicder YA ST ¢ 7o AsaAT Y qTae 3ifeha? 7t arer Frat # thell|
58 faulid, Y@ STl 3T TATHeT AT T g1l I HRUT el | 379 ST oA STeTarg Hhe
ohT HTHAT Y TET &, d=iTioteh @ ¢ & T o sfargra g #Y alerean—ereliieh 3meffieh
dehaileh 38 UfhdT Y ek TT el Tehell o | 3GIEIUT & TolT, T o TIR-haaR O 8131 7
EAT GHT FTd 8, ST 3127 IAATH 7 8|

o But the past offers more than human lessons. For the past 15 years, researchers
including Michael Petraglia have documented thousands of ancient lakes and
archaeological sites dating back 200,000 years. These findings are helping reconstruct

the history of ecosystem change in Arabia, providing a deep-time perspective on how
landscapes responded to climate fluctuations.

o oifohel 37ciId hadl AT W@ T TAT 7T &1 TS 15 aut &, AHo I afed
daTferent T E o 2 AT T e QU ST St 3R qRiaTieas 4@ T GEATdSeRIoT
T &1 3 @iet 3Re & T feufadfir scamEl F sfag H R A Tas H Ace R W8
3R T fewr @1 ¢ o aRgey srerarg aladat & gfer F& afafear w3 8

e According to Petraglia, such knowledge is more important than ever. With today’s global
warming trends, understanding how ancient societies survived—or didn’t—can help us
prepare for the uncertain future ahead.

o UAITORIT & TR, 31ToT & &R & Tl SITeTehRT Ugel & el 38 Ageaqu! ¢ | 3Raw argarer
ey Y AT YGRIIT T ST §U, Tg TASAT foh UTeheT FAare 3 s Wt am ot &
g, g A Rad 9T & fOT IR X Fhar &1
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A whale tooth’s
journey from
the sea to a
Copper Age pit

The Hindu Bureau

When archaeologists were digging a new
library site at Valencina de la Concepcion
in southwest Spain in 2018, they
uncovered an unusual item: half of a large
sperm-whale tooth lying in a
4,000-year-old pit.

Because nothing like it had ever been
reported from Copper-Age Iberia, the
team ran a bevy of tests to learn where it
could have come from and how it ended
up in the pit.

Thus, based on evidence of marine
boring and beach-root damage, the team
unravelled the tooth’s long journey from a
sperm whale’s mouth and to a settlement
deep inland, offering en route a timeline
of coastal processes four millennia ago.

Their findings were recently published
in PLoS One.

The team shot overlapping photos with
a camera and processed them to build a
detailed 3D model that could be rotated
on a screen, allowing tiny marks to be
examined without handling the fragile
specimen.

Then team members used a digital
microscope to reveal surface scratches,
drill holes, and biological bores smaller
than a millimetre wide.

The team also unraveled four kinds of
small tunnels and grooves: made by
sponges, marine worms, grazing snails,
and burrowing barnacles. They also
mapped bite marks left behind by sharks.

The shape of the root — thick with a
single point and light enamel — matched
contemporary sperm whales. The original
tooth was estimated to have been 20-25
cm long, meaning the whale was an adult.

Radiocarbon dating of the other animal
bones and pottery in the pit revealed it
was dug in about 2500-2400 BC.
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Based on evidence of marine

boring and beach-root damage,
the team unravelled the tooth’s
journey from a sperm whale’s

mouth to a settlement deep
inland, offering en route a
timeline of coastal processes four
millennia ago

In this way, the team reported that
after the whale died, the tooth stayed on
the seabed long enough for sponges,
worms, snails and barnacles to bore into
it and for sharks to scavenge the carcass.
Later, water currents rolled it around and
partially buried it in sand.

Someday, a storm or very high tide
finally tossed the tooth onto a nearby
shore. While buried in beach sand, plant
roots etched new channels and a
limestone crust formed on its surface.

Humans of the Copper Age then picked
it up, probably because it looked exotic
and valuable, and pressed several chisels
or awls into the break edge to split pieces
off pieces, probably to use in ornaments.

Eventually, the people placed the
trimmed tooth in a pit about a metre wide
and deep along with broken dishes, stone
tools, and animal bones. The
archaeologists didn’t find any human
bones inside and thus concluded the pit
to be a “structured deposition,” meant to
remove precious items from everyday
use.

This is the only sperm-whale tooth
found in Copper-Age Spain and only the
second in the Western Mediterranean of
similar date. Its discovery thus widened
the list of rare and prized materials —
including elephant ivory, ostrich
eggshells, and rock crystals — circulating
at Valencina at this time.

The burial also showed that coastal
objects, even from gigantic sea creatures
never seen alive inland, held symbolic
power for communities engaged
predominantly in farming.

A whale tooth’s
journey from the
sea to a Copper
Age pit

A @ A9 T
A5 dF T gl &
&ie Y I

In 2018, while archaeologists
were excavating the site of a
new library at Valencina de la
Concepcion in southwest
Spain, they discovered
something unusual — half of
a large sperm-whale tooth
lying in a 4,000-year-old pit.
Since such an object had
never been found before in
Copper-Age lberia, the team
conducted multiple tests to
trace its origin and how it
ended up so far inland.
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e Using signs of marine boring and beach-root damage, the researchers mapped the
tooth’s journey from the whale’s mouth to a human settlement deep inland, revealing a
timeline of coastal environmental changes from 4,000 years ago. Their results were
published in the journal PLOS ONE.

o AR 0T 3R THE T T2 gaRT g8 &1fr & Hehll o HTUR W, MUHAI3HT o 34 &ic
AT T GeT: FATAT TR — i oger & He @ fAshorahl Teh 3ieEell AT Sl e ag|
SOY 4,000 HTT Ugal & dEIT GITaRUNT qEaATal ol THIET TTHeT 37T | SoAch TeTShY T3

PLOS ONE #H YahIfId gU|

9
e They created a detailed 3D model using overlapping photographs, which helped them
examine delicate surface marks without touching the fragile object. With the help of a
digital microscope, they detected surface scratches, tiny drill holes, and biological
bores less than a millimetre wide.

o 3ogie AT BIETER ¥ U fadd 3D Afse (AR o, fored 39 AT avd #1 o
T 3T A [T A F Hr 7 FHT | Uk BT ABHIEHIT T Jgdr 4 3
g T, geA By, 3R 1 Peleher @ oft ol Sifaw Rl it vg=mer $

¢ Further analysis showed that the tooth had been bored by sponges, marine worms,
snails, and barnacles, and it also had shark bite marks. Its shape and enamel
matched those of contemporary sperm whales, and its estimated size — 20 to 25 cm
— confirmed that it belonged to an adult whale.

o 3T T ST & T Tl foh & 9 ¥, WHAN A, °i, 3R aefdew o O v 9, 33
W ATF & FTeA & fAATT 81 UTT 1T | 58 IThR HR SHAHAT I Felae s T gl A
ﬁam%,sﬂwsﬂﬁagmﬁmaarézotzsmmﬁugmﬁﬁgmﬁswwm

Sgel T I AT

e Radiocarbon dating of the pit's contents — including animal bones and pottery —
revealed that it was dug between 2500 and 2400 BCE. After the whale’s death, the tooth
remained on the seafloor for a long time, allowing marine organisms to leave their
marks. Water currents and sand burial altered its condition until a storm or high tide
carried it to shore. On the beach, plant roots etched new channels and a limestone
crust formed on its surface.

o 73S A A u 33t ikt fAedY & aciat o MAeraer 3R & uar =ren T Ig orererr
2500 ¥ 2400 $HT qd o ST e IAT AT| Sgel T 7Y & ST, IHAM &l Hg el T ofel
HHY Teh 9T TET, Forad Hegel Siial o 38 W A= o¥3| are &, uredt Y arie 3R 3 &
gaTa & 3 Sl ferdm, ST e o fonel et a1 3o SaR & g fheX ek w1¢1 uga &

TG de W gl A T8 A 3T o7 eIN 718 3R HAG T AT oUW Y 9 STH 15|

o The people of the Copper Age, possibly attracted by the tooth’s exotic look, picked it up
and tried to split off pieces using chisels or awls, likely for use in ornaments.
Eventually, they buried the trimmed tooth in a one-metre-wide pit along with broken
pottery, stone tools, and animal bones. No human remains were found, leading
archaeologists to interpret the pit as a “structured deposition”, where valuable items
were removed from daily use as part of a ritual.
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e This is the only known sperm-whale tooth from Copper-Age Spain, and only the
second from the Western Mediterranean of that era. Its discovery expands the list of
exotic and rare materials—such as elephant ivory, ostrich eggshells, and rock
crystals—circulating at Valencina during that time. It also suggests that objects from

sea creatures never seen inland held symbolic significance for these largely
agrarian communities.

o TG A LI F T H AT G CHAT THH R HT & 8, 3R 38 e & TR
SFEIARR U TR GA| TR TIST o1 38 FoAY ATl AT 3 Jarfol gefer X faaeh awqait
— o1 o greft &1y, Raget & 37st & @, 3R frree Tl — &1 @l 1 3R o fear
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Water everywhere, but not a drop to drink

If there is data on water quality, many would choose alternatives to bottled water

| STATE OF PLAY |

James Godber

orld Environment
w Day was celebrat-
ed on June 5. It

was a moment to reflect on
the fragility of our planet and
how collective action can help
protect it. The theme for this
year’s day was ‘Beat Plastic
Pollution’, a problem which
the United Nations estimates
costs between $300 billion
and $600 billion annually but
is perhaps also one of the
most fixable environmental
challenges we face. More than
400 million tonnes of plastic
are produced every year
worldwide, and less than 10%
is recycled. An estimated 11
million tonnes end up in lakes,
rivers, and seas annually. Mi-
croplastics find their way into
food, water, and air. We must
continue to increase levels of
recycling, but the simplest
way to tackle the issue is to try
and avoid single-use plastics.

Last year, | began exploring
a related challenge: Could
Bengaluru’s consumers re-
duce their reliance on bottled
drinking water if they had
greater confidence in the qual-
ity of alternative sources? The
idea for this project came one
morning when, while driving
to a meeting, I realised that
my water bottle was empty
and that I would struggle to fill
it up anywhere without mak-
ing a detour. I began to think
how, in a city which was once
known for its lakes, it can so-
metimes seem disproportion-
ately difficult to access safe
drinking water outside the
house without resorting to a
plastic bottle.

Around the world, bottled
water consumption continues
to grow rapidly. According to a
UN University report, bottled
water sales have now sur-

Karnataka

passed half a trillion litres an-
nually, driven in large part by
concerns around water safety
and the reliability of alterna-
tives. Yet with this conve-
nience comes a cost: the envi-
ronmental burden of
single-use plastic. Having be-
gun to dig into this field, and
reflecting on the incredible ta-
lent which calls Bengaluru
home, I started considering
whether there was a way in
which technology could help
address this problem.

The U.K.-India relationship
can be based on mutual inter-
est. We can learn from each
other, especially on climate
and sustainable development.
The U.K. is working with India
in providing expertise through
programming; partnering
with India on science and
technology; providing support
on climate finance; and collab-
orating on initiatives on re-
newables, green power con-
nectivity, and adaptation.

Over the past six months,
the U.K. has partnered with
the Ashoka Trust for Research
in Ecology and the Environ-
ment to better understand
this issue, specifically in Ben-
galuru. Focusing initially on
water sources in restaurants
and through consumer re-
search and testing, we now
have a body of evidence that
confirms that some consum-
ers choose bottled water be-
cause of the uncertainty
around the quality of other
sources. Our research has

highlighted how, if consumers |

| had access to reliable data

about water quality, many
would feel more confident
choosing alternatives to bot-
tled water. Consumer fears
around the quality and conse-
quences of drinking non-bot-
tled are justified, as many wa-
ter samples tested during this
research fell short of the stan-
dards for safe drinking water.

So what does this mean?
We know that around the
world, plastic has both an en-
vironmental and social cost —
we see it on our streets and
even in wild spaces such as
our national parks. We rou-
tinely drink filtered water at
home because we are confi-
dent that the system is being
effectively maintained. We
know that drinking sufficient
water and staying hydrated is
essential to maintaining our
long-term health and we are
witnessing how the manufac-
turers of filters systems, de-
signed to clean water at the
point of use, are increasingly
using technological solutions
to allow consumers to track
their water consumption; and
provide data on when their fil-
ters should be serviced.

Making this same informa-
tion available outside the
home - for example, by com-
municating the maintenance
status of filters and displaying
it in restaurants, malls, or of-
fices — would help ensure con-
sumers have peace of mind
when drinking filtered water.
By bridging this gap in trust,
Bengaluru, which is re-
nowned for innovation, could
lead the way in reducing our
dependence on plastic. In do-
ing so, we would not only ease
the burden of plastic waste
but also set an example of how
local solutions can feed into
global progress.

James Godber is the Deputy Head of
Mission at the British Deputy High
Commission, Bengaluru

Water everywhere, but
not a drop to drink

qrell g3 S19TE, dAfeher ot
$Y UF §¢ Tal

World Environment Day
and Plastic Pollution

freT qataRor gy 3k
CATEEH Tuor

o World Environment Day was
celebrated on June 5 as a reminder
of our planet’s fragility and the
power of collective action to
protect it.

5 ST I favd qTaRoT fad Aera
AT ST AR g T ATl AR 38
T & fT Ffes vt v Qi

T Tciteh g

. The theme for 2024 was
‘Beat Plastic Pollution’, an issue
estimated to cost between $300
billion and $600 billion annually.

2024 &1 AH oY ‘ooATfEes Jeyor H
g3, fgehr 3rgATfard amerd gX
aTeT 300 | 600 3 STl & &1 ¢ |

. Over 400 million tonnes of
plastic are produced annually, but
less than 10% is recycled.

&< ATl 400 Afega e @ 3%«
TATIEC S T 3cUTGaT BIAT &, ol fohel
sTH T 10% § 8t % Fr RuraesfaeT
gl &1

. An estimated 11 million
tonnes of plastic end up in lakes,
rivers, and seas each year.
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& TSl SIISTT 1.1 FT4g T CeTieeeh ghelt, arfeat 3R wagel o oga s @)
¢ Microplastics now contaminate food, water, and air.
ABFHICAICEH 3 e, I 3T ga1 1 Tg ¥ T @l

e To tackle this, we must improve recycling, but more importantly, avoid single-use
plastics.

3 AT § fAvea & forw g Rargwfoiar & agrr gam, aifdhst 388 o oY § Rarer-ger

coTfEed ¥ 9T

The Bottled Water Dilemma in Bengaluru
dare[® # dicelag Tl Y THEAT

e A personal incident in Bengaluru sparked a project: the difficulty in refilling a water
bottle in the city without buying a plastic bottle.

ST H Toh ST TeaT & Ig Taar 30T T 2R # e canfees i e @l areh
$TAT fohclall RS &

o Despite being known for its lakes, the city lacks accessible safe drinking water options
in public spaces.

glenifer Ig e 3ftal & forw uffeer g, fhY i Arderioies wrei o¥ gridrer darerer 1 giawr
T FHATE

e Globally, bottled water consumption has surpassed half a trillion litres annually.
3ARas TR W, didddg Ir=it T @ < Trel 3T i et 3 3iF g 718 1

e The main reason behind this surge is the lack of trust in the quality and reliability of
other water sources.

S TG T HET HRUT § 3= el Al hY oraar R Reawaraar 7 s v w1
e But this convenience adds to the environmental burden of single-use plastic.

AifeheT Ig Graerm RAaTer-gor ceiees & qafaofir SigT 1 gerdl &

Technology as a Potential Solution

dellsh Uk THITAT AT & T H

e Given Bengaluru’s innovation ecosystem, there is potential for technological
solutions to address this issue.

Wﬁwmﬁaﬁa@ﬁ@,sﬂmaﬂmmaﬁﬁMQmm

HhT ¢

e The U.K. and India are working together on climate, science, and sustainability
through knowledge sharing and climate finance.

I.%. 3 R (Aot srerary, faarer it varfies w6 a @ §, o At amsierdy
3R Srerarg faw et &1
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The U.K. collaborated with the Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the
Environment (ATREE) to study water use in Bengaluru.

3. o e T BR RAH 37 FHIAlall US & Taidrateiae (ATREE) & H1Y AR S9refe
H ST IYART W 37T+ |

Initial focus was on restaurants and consumer behavior, including water testing and
perception studies.

IRTAF €ATeT [eRTH 3R 3ITsFdar sqaegR IR 4T, faa arelt Y S 3R 9RO 3reg3e
HIGEE

Data Confidence and Behavior Change

32T 9T 30T 3R s¥agR & sgaa

Findings show that many consumers prefer bottled water due to uncertainty around
quality of other sources.

QITeT § T T o 8 STHIEAT 3o Tl b IUTaredl Y AFT FAALT & HROT Srererag
el I ©

Several water samples did not meet safe drinking water standards, justifying public
caution.

S STol FAH GIBYT YISl ATTh] 9T @Y g1 IR, [TaH 31 el b1 R 3fre arfed
g3l

If people had access to real-time quality data, many would choose alternatives to
bottled water.

3R AN o UTH ST OTaET ¥ 37 RIA-THH e g1, ol I aidarag arelt & faFeq 9ot
R B

Beyond the Household: Expanding Trust
W ¥ a1 faearw #71 Ear

At home, people rely on filtered water because they know maintenance is done
properly.
TR H 19T fheex [T a0 grell X 5aforv 0T hXd & FFdifeh 3o 9T ¢ Toh 3ThT I@ETT

S T g g

Filter manufacturers now use technology to track water consumption and filter
service schedules.

Rreex fAaATar 319 ar=t i @ud 3R fheet dar Y FAT-ARON F ¢ Fa & fw dhelin
T 3TANT FI IR &

Sharing such maintenance data in public places (like restaurants, malls, and offices)
can increase public confidence.
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e This would make people feel safer drinking filtered water outside home, reducing

plastic use.

SHY 9T TR o STeR &7 e foham ga3im arelt fiet & gRitre sgwy w31, fSa cenfees &1

39T FH g1IM|

Bengaluru as a Model City
UF AlS AT F T H T[T

e Bengaluru can lead in using innovation to reduce plastic dependence, serving as a
model for local-global solutions.

ST YA AATAR &TAATHT & canrfees T NRar F7 et 7 37307 &7 Hevall & IR

TYTAT-3 g TATUTA 7 3STET0T 9 IR FohdT ¢ |
e Such efforts would not only address plastic waste but promote healthier and

sustainable practices.

VY YATH o hd ol CATEEeH FaY Sl GHEAT T gof Hdl diosh TaEegue 3T aad 3medl &

Y Sgrar &3 |

1. Name for the near-shore
ecological zone - Ans: Neritic

2. A partially enclosed body of
brackish water - Ans: Estuary

3. Average salinity of seawater - Ans:
35 parts per 1,000 parts of water
4. Mud and this material make up
the soil in salt marshes - Ans: Peat
5. Community of organisms living on
ocean surfaces - Ans: Neuston
Visual: South China Sea

Neuston

Marine Ecology and Oceanic Terms

T aRfFafasr sk weramrir e

o Name for the near-shore ecological zone — Neritic
fAFe-ada aifFufas & &1 a7 - aRfes

o A partially enclosed body of brackish water — Estuary
3T &7 & 9 @R 9= F1 e - ol

o Average salinity of seawater — 35 parts per 1,000 parts

of water

FHAY ST Y Aaa Taqorar — 1000 F § 35 Hrer

e Mud and this material make up the soil in salt
marshes — Peat

#ras 3 g verd ATt AHPT gl A A qea ¥ -
dfie

e Community of organisms living on ocean surfaces —

HG Y TA§ T g dTel el FT FHEA — 7P

¢ Visual: South China Sea

g SfAIoT AT AP
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What are the ambiguities in
India’s nuclear liability law?

What are the provisions of the Indian nuclear liability law? What does it say about supplier liability in the event
of a nuclear accident? Why do some provisions in the law continue to make foreign companies wary?

Diksha Munjal

The story so far:
s per a Reuters reports, India is
reportedly planning to ease its
nuclear liability laws, with
respect to accident-related fines
on equipment suppliers, in order to attract
more U.S. firms which have been holding
back due to the risk of unlimited exposure.

What is the law governing nuclear
liability in India?

Laws on civil nuclear liability ensure that
compensation is available to the victims
for nuclear damage caused by a nuclear
incident or disaster and set out who will
be liable for those damages. The
international nuclear liability regime
consists of multiple treaties and was
strengthened after the 1986 Chernobyl
nuclear accident. The umbrella
Convention on Supplementary
Compensation (CSC) was adopted in 1997
with the aim of establishing a minimum
national compensation amount. The
amount can further be increased through
public funds (to be made available by the
contracting parties), should the national
amount be insufficient to compensate the
damage caused by a nuclear incident.

Even though India was a signatory to
the CSC, Parliament ratified the
convention only in 2016. To keep in line
with the international convention, India
enacted the Civil Liability for Nuclear
Damage Act (CLNDA) in 2010, to put in
place a speedy compensation mechanism
for victims of a nuclear accident. The
CLNDA provides for strict and no-fault
liability on the operator of the nuclear
plant, where it will be held liable for
damage regardless of any fault on its part.
It also specifies the amount the operator
will have to shell out in case of damage
caused by an accident at 1,500 crore and
requires the operator to cover liability
through insurance or other financial
security. In case the damage claims
exceed 1,500 crore, the CLNDA expects
the government to step in and has limited
the government liability amount to the
rupee equivalent of 300 million Special
Drawing Rights (SDRs) or about 32,100 to
32,300 crore. The Act also specifies the
limitations on the amount and time when
action for compensation can be brought
against the operator.

India currently has 22 nuclear reactors
with over a dozen more projects planned.
All the existing reactors are operated by
the state-owned Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL).

What does the CLNDA say on supplier
liability?

The international legal framework on civil
nuclear liability, including the annex of
the CSC is based on the central principle
of exclusive liability of the operator of a
nuclear installation and no other person.
In the initial stages of the nuclear
industry’s development, foreign
governments and the industry agreed that
excessive liability claims against suppliers
of nuclear equipment would make their
business unviable and hinder the growth
of nuclear energy, and it became an
accepted practice for national laws of
countries to channel nuclear liability to
the operators of the plant with only some
exceptions. Two other points of rationale
were also stated while accepting the

exclusive operator liability principle -
one was to avoid legal complications in
establishing separate liability in each case
and the second was to make just one
entity in the chain, that is the operator to
take out insurance, instead of having
suppliers, construction contractors and
s0 on take out their own insurance.
Section 10 of the annex of the CSC lays
down “only” two conditions under which
the national law of a country may provide
the operator with the “right of recourse”,
where they can extract liability from the
supplier — one, if it is expressly agreed
upon in the contract or two, if the nuclear
incident “results from an act or omission
done with intent to cause damage”.
However, India, going beyond these
two conditions, for the first time
introduced the concept of supplier
liability over and above that of the
operator’s in its civil nuclear liability law,
the CLNDA. The architects of the law
recognised that defective parts were
partly responsible for historical incidents

Easing laws: A view of a Pressurised Heavy Water Reactor (PHWR) in Gujarat in 2017. FILE PHOTO

such as the Bhopal gas tragedy in 1984
and added the clause on supplier liability.
So, apart from the contractual right of
recourse or when “intent to cause
damage” is established, the CLNDA has a
Section 17(b) which states that the
operator of the nuclear plant, after paying
their share of compensation for damage
in accordance with the Act, shall have the
right of recourse where the “nuclear
incident has resulted as a consequence of
an act of supplier or his employee, which
includes supply of equipment or material
with patent or latent defects or
sub-standard services”.

Why is the supplier liability clause an
issue in nuclear deals?

Foreign suppliers of nuclear equipment
from countries as well as domestic
suppliers have been wary of
operationalising nuclear deals with India
as it has the only law where suppliers can
be asked to pay damages. Concerns about
potentially getting exposed to unlimited

@PATRIOTICIAS

liability under the CLNDA and ambiguity
over how much insurance to set aside in
case of damage claims have been sticking
points for suppliers.

Suppliers have taken issue with two
specific provisions in the law, Section
17(b) and Section 46.

The latter clause goes against the Act’s
central purpose of serving as a special
mechanism enforcing the channelling of
liability to the operator to ensure prompt
compensation for victims. Section 46
provides that nothing would prevent
proceedings other than those which can
be brought under the Act, to be brought
against the operator. This is not
uncommon, as it allows criminal liability
to be pursued where applicable. However,
in the absence of a comprehensive
definition on the types of ‘nuclear
damage’ being notified by the Central
Government, Section 46 potentially
allows civil liability claims to be brought
against the operator and suppliers
through other civil laws such as the law of
tort. While liability for operators is
capped by the CLNDA, this exposes
suppliers to unlimited amounts of
liability.

What are existing projects in India?
The Jaitapur nuclear project has been
stuck for more than a decade — the
original MoU was signed in 2009. In 2016,
Electricité de France (EDF) and NPCIL
signed a revised MoU, and in 2018, the
heads of both signed an agreement on the
“industrial way forward” in the presence
of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and French President Emmanuel Macron.
In 2020, the EDF submitted its
techno-commercial offer for the
construction of six nuclear power
reactors but an EDF official told that the
issue arising from India’s nuclear liability
law remains an item on the “agenda for
both countries”. Multiple rounds of talks
have not yet led to a convergence on the
issue. Other nuclear projects, including
the nuclear project proposed in Kovvada,
Andhra Pradesh, have also been stalled.
Despite signing civil nuclear deals with a
number of countries, including the U.S.,
France and Japan, the only foreign
presence in India is that of Russia in
Kudankulam — which predates the
nuclear liability law.

What is the government’s stand?

The central government has maintained
that the Indian law is in consonance with
the CSC till now. About Section 17(b), it
said that the provision “permits” but
“does not require” an operator to include
in the contract or exercise the right to
recourse.

However, legal experts have pointed
out that a plain reading of Section 17 of
the CLNDA suggests that Section 17(a), (b)
and (c) are distinctive and separate,
meaning even if the right to recourse
against the supplier is not mentioned in
the contract [as provided by Section 17
(a)], the other two clauses stand. This
effectively means that the supplier can be
sued if defective equipment was provided
or if it can be established that the damage
resulted from an act of intent. Besides, it
would not be sound public policy if the
NPCIL, a government entity, entered into
a contract with a supplier and waived its
right to recourse in the contract, despite
the fact that the law provides for such
recourse. Further, the Ministry of
External Affairs had said that Parliament
debates over the CLNDA had rejected
amendments to include the supplier, and
therefore the supplier cannot be liable
under this kind of “class-action suit”.
However, private sector players were not
convinced and experts point out that
during a trial, what would be considered
is what is enshrined in the statute and not
what was discussed in Parliament.

This article was first published on April
26, 2023.

Ambiguities in India’s Nuclear Liability Law
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According to a Reuters report, India is reportedly planning to ease its nuclear
liability laws, especially regarding accident-related fines on equipment suppliers,
to attract more U.S. companies. These companies have so far been reluctant to
enter the Indian nuclear market due to the risk of unlimited liability exposure.

e 1 RUIE F AR, HRA AT ET¥T Fiefail 1 AT &7 F geear & Fafod
THTA F Fget H amqfetaarat & foaw rarer samer 1 Qe 941 w1 8, arf 3 afaw
IANF Fufaal F 3w Far o1 a&| s g F Fufaar AT eRaE FAR@AEF
FROT HRA &F WA 9K # 31 § 7w @ &

India’s civil nuclear liability is governed by the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act
(CLNDA), 2010, which was enacted to ensure compensation for victims of nuclear
accidents and to align with global norms like the Convention on Supplementary
Compensation (CSC). Although India signed the CSC earlier, it ratified the convention
only in 2016.

IR Y AT IATY] STRcd YUTTell 1 JHAT F T AR wAT] afdea srfafaas
(CLNDA), 2010 SaRT AT foham STl 8, ol oRaATo] geeasit & dfifgat #t fyamasm &
3R HaRTHT AT S aRRAse arfaqfet ov FF=ATT (CSC) & 3ET Fetet o fIT ey
TR a1 2UT| ARG & CSC W Ugel &1 gTATER X U U, olfehet TG & 38 2016 H
FgAfed |

The CLNDA enforces a strict and no-fault liability principle, where the operator of the
nuclear facility is held responsible for damages regardless of fault. It sets a liability cap
for the operator at 1,500 crore, and requires insurance or financial security for this

amount. If damages exceed this limit, the government takes over, with liability capped
at the equivalent of 300 million SDRs, roughly ¥2,100-2,300 crore.

CLNDA Us T&d 3i¥ a1l arfliea Rgericr 1 oy ot &, foresd axamoy w4 1
IS 1Tl =1 fomely 1 oY g, JaraTer & fore fAeaieR A1 ST 81 3iTey 1 afdica
AT 71,500 F(3 T 1 375 &, 3R 57 T diter ar Rl g sifoard 81 afe genarer
T TTRT 38 AT A 37Tk gIcll 8, AT AR GEABTT il &, Toraen! HiAT 300 fAfeTsr SDRs

T ST ¥2,100—2,300 FS BT 2

India currently has 22 operational nuclear reactors, all run by Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL). Several new projects are in the pipeline.

AR H TAATT F 22 AT RuaFe AT 8, Fio wgfFeraT Al HIRERAT A6 sf3ar
fafAes (NPCIL) Tarford #ar §| &8 A5 IRIASTATT Aot 7 &1

Under international legal standards, especially the CSC, the principle of exclusive
operator liability is followed, meaning only the operator is liable, and suppliers are

protected. This rule was adopted because foreign governments and nuclear industry
players feared that excessive supplier liability would make nuclear commerce
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unviable.

FHARASERT FTefet AT, RIAY § F CSC ¥ 3Hcre, draret 3ito¥ey 1 Fsardy F7 fagyid
3TN a7 &, TTeil shelef 310X TSIFAGR g1 3R 3mqfetararait sl g & s 81 59
T Y safere e o Fifeh faeely TRART 3R GRATI] 3T & feTeeht 1 5T ar
& sreafrs mqfcierdT gfca TRATU] ATIR T JredragiRe S=1r 31|

Two key justifications for this approach were: avoiding legal complications from

assigning liability to multiple parties and simplifying the insurance process by requiring
only the operator to carry insurance.

SH gReHIVT & NS &1 T IW e A: Teh, FTefell ATCAATHT & =1 5t &S Tail bl [SFAeR
SEXT H Bl &; R GERT, AT TishdT Sl Tl SelTeT clTfeh Frarel HTIVET bl AT FTAT IS |
However, the CLNDA Section 17(b) departs from international norms by allowing the
operator to pursue the supplier for damages if the accident results from a supplier’s

faulty equipment or services. This provision has created legal ambiguity and concern
among foreign suppliers.

gTelifeh, CLNDA &Y &IRT 17(b) 37cRITSERT ATl A gl &, Fifeh Ig 3T Hl Tg
3R el & b aAfe; geeetr mqfeferat i areqet damsit am susho & HROT g5 &1 ot I8
3Mqfeterdt & &Ifaqfct it AT T TehdT § | Tg ITTUTel FTefeit 3reasear 3R fagel
3MqfcFeRciaft 3 fRAaT T HROT =11 g3 &

As a result, despite India’s nuclear market potential, many foreign nuclear firms have
remained cautious and stayed away from investment and technology transfer.

SH HRUT, {NC o TAT] ST H HHGATE 81t o Sdofe, s fagelt awamoy Fufaat s
de frder 3T awaeT gFaiaror ¥ g3 W e

Supplier Liability in India's Nuclear Law

HI & GIHAT] FTofel A HTqfeiahal HT SagrY

Section 10 of the annex of the CSC outlines only two conditions under which the national
law of a country may provide the operator with the “right of recourse” against a supplier
— first, if it is explicitly stated in the contract, and second, if the nuclear incident results
from an act or omission done with intent to cause damage.

CSC uRkfarse T 9RT 10 Shae & RATAAT F Seor@ Il 8, ToTeTeh daTd fhaT &2r 3l
USEI hlofeT IR T ITfciehcll & faetr "qeRIg I T ITUHR" FeTeT Y Hehell & —
T, I T gt A TISC T A Sealfld 8, R g@, afe AT geiea fordr aifar
gAY o ST A Y I haTs AT Ik H g &l
However, India went beyond these two conditions by introducing, for the first time, the
concept of supplier liability in its civil nuclear liability law, the CLNDA. This was
influenced by incidents like the 1984 Bhopal gas tragedy, where defective parts were

found to be partly responsible. Accordingly, Section 17(b) of the CLNDA provides the
operator with the right to recourse after paying compensation, in cases where the
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nuclear incident results from a supplier’s act or omission, including supply of
defective or sub-standard equipment or services.

glelifeh, $TT o So1 AT Al { 3TN Tgert YT AT TRATY GeIGRT Siefel, CLNDA, #
UEell IR ITfeleral 3T ST ST TR T enfae haT| $HHT HROT 1984 H sirer 3w
T S UfIETTAeh TeaTsha I8, ToTeTe aIvquT geit i 3HiRIeh &9 & fFAeR AT a1 |
S8 3THR, CLNDA &I &TRT 17(F) 3R &1 AT &ot & a1G JoRTger b1 3AfAHR &efr
&, I oo e smqfeferat a1 3@ et A e a1 g% F @t §, o et ar
=T aquTeraT T |rHET IT dar T 3Mgfet A B

e This supplier liability clause has become a contentious issue in nuclear deals.
Suppliers, both foreign and domestic, are wary of entering agreements with India as it is
the only country where suppliers may be asked to pay for damages. The fear of
unlimited liability under the CLNDA and uncertainty regarding how much insurance to
maintain have deterred suppliers.

Ig MYflrdr AGRY AT AT FAgilcl 7 Toh faarerede Heer ae 121 g1 faceh ik
B ANl 3TqfciehdT TR & 61 GASId et A fgaferard § aifes 5iRa wehaATT ger g Ster
IMYfcerli3iT & Eoilet & ATaT T ST Fehell &1 CLNDA & 3icTaTet A Setary hr 3meieht
3 ST TR T ol AR ¥ TYfeiehcii3it T dies @ &

e Suppliers have specifically raised objections to Section 17(b) and Section 46 of the
CLNDA. Section 46 allows for legal proceedings other than those under the Act,
including criminal liability, without clear boundaries of what constitutes “nuclear
damage”. As a result, suppliers fear exposure to liability under other civil laws like the
law of torts, which can be unlimited, unlike the operator’s liability which is capped under
the CLNDA.

M3 o fIY €7 & CLNDA &1 &RT 17(@) 31X &RT 46 TR IRy TS &1 &RT 46
HIofeT & AT TelTT STToY dTel HIHeA & JelTal 3 HRATedr i 3gaAfa i 8, et
ORI SAGRY 8fY efHer B, Steifeh “oRaATo] &7 ohr Torse gRemmaT =7gT &1 915 & |
aRuTaAEa®T, HTfdadi3il i 3w dareh wear, S 3 <ié g, & 3iada srefifaa
T T WRT TET &, ST 3T F e’ CLNDA & dgd TfAd g &1

« Among the major stalled projects is the Jaitapur nuclear project, which has faced
delays since the original MoU in 2009. Despite a revised MoU in 2016, and a techno-
commercial offer by EDF in 2020, the liability issue remains unresolved. The Kovvada
project in Andhra Pradesh has also not moved forward. Presently, the only foreign
collaboration in India is with Russia at Kudankulam, which predates the liability law.

TG ¥ gU IRANSTA3 & SArq qATo] TREYSTT A 8, ST 2009 F gEAeTR Het
MoU & a1 & faefard §1 2016 H TNfad MoU 3R 2020 H EDF aRT ¢oFAl-shiATITel
TECTT o STaISTE Srefel{Y T HeeT el deh &l oTel §31 &1 JHTET J&RN  JeaTiad Hlearst
ARETSTAT 8 FTTY LT Y TS & | TAATH H AR H Faer v faael smofierd Fsagas 7
T o Y &, S AR el I Tgel I
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The Indian government maintains that the CLNDA is consistent with the CSC. It argues
that Section 17(b) only “permits” but does not mandate operators to include the right of
recourse in contracts.

HRA HIHR T AT ¢ foh CLNDA CSC o 3e]&T & | IR I cleh ¢ Tob URT 17(&) sharel
"ITATA" S &, TR 3Tgeer H eIl oh 3TARR T AT AT AR AL qeredl|
However, legal experts argue that Sections 17(a), (b), and (c) are independent and do
not need to coexist in a contract. This means suppliers can still be sued if defective
parts cause damage, even if not explicitly stated in the contract. Experts also point out

that waiving recourse in a contract by a government entity like NPCIL could go against
public policy, especially when the law allows it.

glellfeh, Slefell TARISAT T AT § fob &RT 17(F), (@) AR (1) Fac= & AR 3eqaer A
TSHHATY glot T AR 781 & | FHA ATerd & [ Afe Qrorqot gt & &1fct @il 8, o 3regerer
# 3oy AET gl & STds[G 3MYfciehcll T HGHT fohaT ST HeheTl ¢ | TR Ig 81 g & T
Ife NPCIL S8 TXhRT HEUTST 37e]atT H GoRIg i o TR T AT old ¢, al Ig
Ardeifas e & faweer g1em, Ay ®0 & S FHiefet ST IHeTAT T B

Moreover, the Ministry of External Affairs has noted that Parliament had rejected
amendments that would include supplier liability under class-action suits. But legal
opinion stresses that it is what the statute says, not what was debated in Parliament,
that matters in a court of law.

g JfaRead, facer FAFTer oF Ig Fel & foh TaG o T AT T 3REIPR ] 3T o7 S
3qfciehdT &I g aTg (class-action suit) & g ool &I T FXcl | ifeheT Frfett TF H
FE Fgca Ul § Toh 3reTerd & 98T ST SIee St il #F for@n @, =1 o wwe o o 9Ew g8
oAt
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WPI inflation dips
to 14-month low

of 0.39% in May

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Wholesale price inflation
(WPI) declined to a 14-
month low of 0.39% in May
on easing prices of food ar-
ticles and fuel, and experts
said geopolitical tensions
could push up prices.

WPI-based inflation was
0.85% in April. It was 2.74%
in May last year.

In a statement, the In-
dustry Ministry said the in-
flaton in May was in the
positive zone primarily
due to an ‘increase in the
prices of manufacture of
food products, electricity,
other manufacturing,
chemicals and chemical
products, manufacture of
other transport equipment

Food article
prices contracted

1.56% in May against
a contraction of

0.86% in April

and non-food articles.”

According to the WPI
data, food articles con-
tracted 1.56% in May,
against a contraction of
0.86% in April, with veget-
ables, onion, potato and
pulses seeing negative in-
flation.

Deflation in vegetables
was 21.62% in May, com-
pared with 18.26% in April.
Fuel and power, too, saw a
deflation of 2.27% in May
compared with 2.18% infla-
tion in April.

WPI Inflation Dips to 14-month
Low of 0.39% in May

HE A SecqUIATS AGTS oY TTH 14
ﬂﬁﬁ#ﬁaﬁwo.sg%wq@

Wholesale Price Inflation (WPI) declined to a
14-month low of 0.39% in May, mainly due to
the easing of prices in food articles and fuel.
However, experts have warned that
geopolitical tensions could potentially push
prices higher in the coming months.

A& Hed I (WPI) AETE 7S # gea
0.39% & 71$, St 14 7S 71 AT TR 81 T8
foTae 7Eg ¥ @ @ avgsit AR Sy Hr Fdt
# e & FROT g ¥ Frelitn R 1 wwen @
f srereiifas aemma sifasar & Fraal i qo1 TS
gl

o WHPI-based inflation stood at 0.85% in April, while
it was significantly higher at 2.74% in May last year.

WPI 3TenRe AEaE &T 3rde # 0.85% oY, St Ao

AT 7S H g 2.74% A
e According to a statement by the Ministry of

Industry, the inflation in May remained in the positive zone, mainly due to a rise in the
prices of manufactured food products, electricity, other manufacturing goods,
chemicals and chemical products, transport equipment, and non-food articles.

e HATY 3 3TAR, 7S 3 AZIME AHRIeAS Fa¥ T =11 TET FA1 1 W 3eral,
aegait 1 Frerdt 7 gefer gor H S|
e As per the WPI data, food articles shrank by 1.56% in May, compared to a

contraction of 0.86% in April. ltems such as vegetables, onions, potatoes, and
pulses registered negative inflation.

WP 33T & 3TAR, WTed avq3it # 78 H 1.56%  Arae 31s, STaf sriter 7 78
fiRmae 0.86% Y| wfesat, warer, el 3R gl 7 AFRCHS AFNS S TS|

e The deflation in vegetables reached 21.62% in May, an increase from the 18.26%
recorded in April.

wfesrat 7 e 75 # 21.62% W@, 51 3T F 18.26% 1 Jololl & 3118 5
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¢ Inthe fuel and power category as well, there was a deflation of 2.27% in May, in
contrast to an inflation of 2.18% in April.

Soet 3R 3T Ao 7 ot 7 & 2.27% A fRmae e 1 71, STafF e F saH 2.18% A
Hgas AT
TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Deserving Winners: On South Africa’s Win at Lord’s
e fastar: arsa A gfayor arhreet Fr siid W
2. Meta names Srinivas MD, head of India

AT A Afeard FY 9Ra F waEh 3R yHE g fra
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South Africa reached the summit in
Tests after a history of failures
l t was a long wait that culminated in delight.

Until Saturday’s high at Lord’s, South Africa

was often resigned to playing second fiddle
in the big cricketing contests. The Proteas always
had strong units and some great players, but a
stumble in the climactic stages of ICC events be-
came the norm. Finally, when Temba Bavuma’s
men prevailed over defending champion Austra-
lia in the World Test Championship’s summit
clash in London, many ghosts were laid to rest.
South Africa’s previous ICC silverware was the tit-
le in the Wills International Cup at Dhaka in 1998.
That tournament became the precursor to the
Champions Trophy and even as this particular
event grew, South Africa regressed with comical
run-outs, dropped catches and miscalculation of
rain-rules often becoming steep hurdles. To con-
cede a first innings lead and then to chase 282 in a
grim fourth innings pursuit was never easy, but a
dogged Bavuma and centurion Aiden Markram
ensured that the early strikes of spearhead Kagi-
so Rabada were never wasted. The trio per-
formed admirably and it was also a reflection of
the diverse ethnic groups that constitute South
Affrica, often called the Rainbow Nation. This fact
and the need for unity was reiterated through Ba-
vuma’s impassioned post-match speech. The
skipper truly led from the front.

Cricket needed this result as whispers of the
‘Big Three’ of India, Australia and England, call-
ing the shots and elbowing out other opposition
in the overall scheduling have been doing the
rounds. Besides applying salve to a country
searching for cricketing glory, the South African
triumph also revealed that other teams can ac-
quire the champions’ halo. To get past Pat Cum-
mins and his men is always tough but Bavuma
and his troops held firm in an engrossing Test.
Australia has a potent attack that never allows
batters to settle, and to counter this and emerge
on top is a tribute to an outfit that was acutely
conscious about past failures. Even last year,
Markram’s men slipped in the ICC T20 World Cup
final against India. From being tagged as chokers
and to then become the number one Test squad
is a stupendous achievement. South Africa never
had it easy in cricket as its previous apartheid
policy rightly left it isolated from sport. The co-
meback was gradual from the 1990s and then the
match-fixing crisis that consumed Hansie Cronje,
was a mighty blow. To put all these setbacks and
losses behind them needed a special effort and it
was this that Bavuma and his men provided at
cricket’s spiritual home.

Deserving Winners: On South Africa’s
Win at Lord’s

&) Rrore: wiféar 3 af@vor 3T Y shta T

South Africa’s victory at Lord’s marked the
culmination of a long wait after years of failures in
major Test contests.

ATEH A gFRI0T AT Y ST o FS FASR 31T aut iy
RAwerarait 1 3rd fFam

e The Proteas, despite having strong teams and great

players, often faltered in the final stages of ICC tournaments.

Ao &t 3R AT RAAfSAY & arasye, Nfearst 3
IréAt gaAtet & sifasr ol & o o 3
o By defeating defending champions Australia in the

World Test Championship final, South Africa overcame past
ghosts.

e e ARFAAT & wrsater 7 a1 e sireefo i gt
cTEToT 3TShTehT o 379 el & STl Ui BIST|

o The nation’s last ICC title was in 1998, when it won the
Wills International Cup in Dhaka.

g EYoT 315hIehT & el ITSH f@dTar 1998 # a1t # gV faew
SEAAAT HY H ST 2T

. After that, run-outs, dropped catches, and rain-rule
miscalculations became regular obstacles for South Africa.

g% 91, T HI3T, ha BISaT 3R auT fAaAT Y area Torar
& feIoT 3nhieRT & forw 31TeT STenTy & 1S |

e Inthe final, despite conceding a first innings lead, they
successfully chased a target of 282 in a tough fourth innings.

BISsTel H Ugell URY Y 9gd I1dTel & STas[G, 36 1e1 282 AT T
e dteft 9t 7 Fherarae® ETiie faa |

. Temba Bavuma, Aiden Markram, and Kagiso Rabada
were instrumental in securing the win through grit and skill.

&FET AIGAT, VS ATRA, 3R FIAAY T@8T 7 AEH 3R Hierer &
Ig SitcT Gt &

e  Their performance reflected the unity of South Africa’s
diverse ethnic groups, often called the Rainbow Nation.
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3eTohT TeRleT G iaTuT 31shieht hr farfarer SITeler woqgt T v &l gaifelm &, T4 3o Yera
AU T ST B

o Bavuma highlighted this spirit of unity in his impassioned post-match speech.
AGAT A H o F1G YT HTGH HTNOT H TH Thal Y HTEAT Sl 3SR fhT]

Impact Beyond the Match
AT W IHT

e This result challenged the dominance of the ‘Big Three’ — India, Australia, and
England — in cricket scheduling and influence.

58 aRUTH o fohehe 7 Faer oY — o, siteeforaT, 3K gvels — & wemma 3ilk Aggforar A1
atel &

¢ South Africa’s win offered hope that other teams can also rise to become world
champions.

Zf&or 3rhrerT T Sa & g 3merm &Y & 3y O off e A= 57 gar 1

o Defeating a team led by Pat Cummins, known for a relentless attack, added to the
achievement’s magnitude.

Y FIAT T HETS arel EF F &0, TR Hgareht dgg Weawe 3R AR gara st
arelt §, 39 ISy &I 3R Ageaqul F=1aT & |

e South Africa was conscious of past failures, including their T20 World Cup final loss
to India in the previous year.

STYOT 3T5HTRT & 37T ASer T AT & 8120 AT 9 G5 # A g gdg fia
RAmeran3it &1 sreiania a1 I@T|

e From being called chokers to becoming the number one Test team, it was a
remarkable turnaround.
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Historical Struggles and Redemption

YfaeTiae guy iR geecyr

e South Africa’s cricket journey was marred by apartheid-era isolation from
international sport.
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e Their comeback started in the 1990s, but was shaken by the match-fixing scandal
involving Hansie Cronje.
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o Overcoming all these setbacks required a special effort, which Bavuma and his men
delivered at cricket’s spiritual home.
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Meta names Srinivas
MD head of India

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Meta on Monday named
Arun Srinivas as MD and
head of Meta in India with
effect from July 1, the com-
pany said in a Facebook
post. He is currently Meta’s
director and head of ads
business in India.

As part of his new job,
Mr. Srinivas would focus
on bringing the organisa-
tion’s business, innovation
and revenue priorities to-
gether to serve partners
and clients, while continu-
ing to support the long-
term growth of Meta’s busi-
ness and commitment to
India, Meta said.

The appointment fol-
lows the recent announce-

Arun Srinivas

ment of Sandhya Deva-
nathan taking on an
expanded role of leading
India and South East Asia.

As per LinkedIn, Mr. Sri-
nivas comes with almost
three decades of expe-
rience in sales and market-
ing leadership roles in va-
rious companies.

Meta names Srinivas
MD, head of India
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Meta on Monday named Arun
Srinivas as MD and head of
Meta in India with effect from
July 1, the company said in a
Facebook post.
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. He is currently Meta’s
director and head of ads business
in India.
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. As part of his new job, Mr.
Srinivas would focus on bringing the
organisation’s business, innovation
and revenue priorities together to
serve partners and clients, while
continuing to support the long-term
growth of Meta’s business and
commitment to India, Meta said.
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e The appointment follows the recent announcement of Sandhya Devanathan taking on
an expanded role of leading India and South East Asia.
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e As per LinkedIn, Mr. Srinivas comes with almost three decades of experience in
sales and marketing leadership roles in various companies.
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