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2. All you need is love: Why Rumi lives inside everyone in
times of gloom
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3. Israel’s Starvation of Gaza Called a War Crime by
Sweden
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s arelative decline in

gender parity, ranks 131 worldwide

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The World Economic Fo-
rum’s Global Gender Gap
Report 2025 has ranked In-
dia at 131 out of 148 coun-
tries, with a parity score of
just 64.1%. The report re-
leased on Thursday puts
India among the lowest-
ranked countries in South
Asia. India had ranked 129
out of 146 countries last
year.

The report said that
while the global gender
gap has closed to 68.8%,
marking the strongest an-
nual advancement since
the COVID-19 pandemic,
full parity remains 123
years away at current rates.

Iceland leads the rank-
ings for the 16th year run-
ning, followed by Finland,
Norway, the U.K. and New
Zealand.

Bangladesh emerged as
the best performer in
South Asia, jumping 75 po-
sitions to rank 24 globally
with notable gains in “pol-
itical empowerment and
economic participation”.

Four key dimensions

The 19th edition of the re-
port, which covers 148 eco-
nomies, revealed both en-
couraging momentum and

Raceto
equality

Top 10 countries

The report said the global gender gap has
closed to 68.8%. Below are the rankings of
select countries:

persistent structural bar-
riers  facing  women
worldwide.

The Global Gender Gap
Index measures gender
parity across four key di-
mensions: economic parti-
cipation and opportunity;
educational attainment;
health and survival; and
political empowerment.

The Indian economy’s
overall performance im-

1 |lceland Bangladesh | 24 Bangladesh,
2 |Finland Bhutan 119 with a
3 | Norway Nepal 125 ki
- " - 24, emerged
4 | United Kingdom Sri Lanka 130 as the best
5 |New Zealand India 131 performer in
6 |Sweden Maldives 138 South Asia
7 | Republic of Moldova Pakistan 148
8 _|Namibia Report said full parity remains
_[Germany 123 years
10 |lreland away at current rates

proved in absolute terms
by 0.3 points.

“One of the dimensions
where India increases pari-
ty is in Economic Participa-
tion and Opportunity,
where its score improves
by +.9 percentage points to
40.7 per cent. While most
indicator values remain
the same, parity in estimat-
ed earned income rises
from 28.6 per cent to 29.9

per cent, positively impact-
ing the subindex score,”
the report said. India’s per-
formance in labour force
participation = rate re-
mained the same (45.9%)
as last year. In educational
attainment, the report
said, India scored 97.1%, re-
flecting positive shifts in fe-
male shares for literacy
and tertiary education en-
rolment, which resulted in
positive score improve-
ments for the subindex as a
whole.

“India also records high-
er parity in health and sur-
vival, driven by improved
scores in sex ratio at birth
and in healthy life expec-
tancy,” it said.

However, similar to oth-
er countries, parity in
healthy life expectancy is
obtained despite an overall
reduction in the life expec-
tancy of men and women,
the report said.

India recorded a drop in
parity in political empo-
werment for the second
year in a row with female
representation in parlia-
ment falling from 14.7% to
13.8%, the report said.

Nepal ranked 125, Sri
Lanka 130, Bhutan 119, Mal-
dives 138 and Pakistan
ranked at the bottom
among all countries at 148.

# T 1319 T W @7 &, 9 IHTar TR A% 64.1% g1

India marks a
relative decline
in gender parity,
ranks 131
worldwide

TR & T
AT A
YT d ARTEe
A 13191 Tg 9

The World Economic
Forum’s Global
Gender Gap Report
2025 has ranked India
at 131 out of 148
countries, with a
parity score of just
64.1%.

gos SHIAAS PRA A
Tollgel st AT ROE
2025 & XA FT 148 at

e India is among the lowest-ranked countries in South Asia. Last year, India was
ranked 129 out of 146 countries.

AR gfaror vl & wad e 3 ara 2t & enfae 1 oo av s & ¥femeT 146 gait

H A 129 |

e The report said that while the global gender gap has closed to 68.8%, marking the
strongest annual advancement since COVID-19, full parity remains 123 years away
at current rates.

Rte & 3re7a, AR oizT AT 68.8% o a1 §3T &, Sl MAS-19 & a1g & T T3
aTf¥s yarfer 8, oiferet aciaArsT a1fey & qot aretar g1ffer @1 3F 123 @rer araier|
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¢ Iceland leads the rankings for the 16th consecutive year, followed by Finland,
Norway, the U.K., and New Zealand.

3TEHls MR 169 T <MY FToT T &, 37k o1 fherels, A1, I 3R wgeels &

e Bangladesh emerged as the best performer in South Asia, jumping 75 positions to
rank 24 globally, with notable gains in political empowerment and economic
participation.

AT = fayor Ui & Tad 3reoT yeele foha, 31% 75 T i ST Jene dRaw
I & 24ar Ty T foRaT, forae Terefae werfeasor i anfde s 7 fay

EOICES]

Four key dimensions
IR JEY IAH

e The 19th edition of the report, covering 148 economies, revealed both encouraging
momentum and persistent structural barriers facing women worldwide.

=g RNAIC & 199 TEHIOT H, ST 148 HFaTEAT3HT F iR HLar &, Afeemsit & e
TFRIcHAS I 3 TTITcAF amemsit gt s 3SR v am=m)|
e The Global Gender Gap Index measures gender parity across four dimensions:
T SisY AT S3FH IR IMATAT A AT AT Y ATIAT &
o Economic participation and opportunity

It #reigRY 3iv 3raax
o Educational attainment
Farfore Iqerferr
o Health and survival

Fareey 3 sae

o Political empowerment

ST gerfddsor

India’s performance
R T YG2T

e The Indian economy’s overall performance improved in absolute terms by 0.3
points.

AT 3refeaaeT 1 Fo TG 0.3 37 & GERT |

e One area where India made gains is Economic Participation and Opportunity, with its
score improving by 0.9 percentage points to 40.7%.

R & 3w iRy 3R 3raET & 837 7 0.9 Ufaerd 3w A ded & AT FHW 40.7% do
g
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o Though most indicators stayed the same, parity in estimated earned income rose from
28.6% to 29.9%, positively impacting the subindex score.

J1TRIhTer Heheloh JUTC I¢, olfehal eTATTard TSIt 3T 7 HTTAT 28.6% & TgHT 29.9%

g1 915, T ad 39-Faehieh TR I HhRIcHS THTE 37|
e The labour force participation rate remained unchanged at 45.9%, same as last year.

A T ANERY X 45.9% W R I, 3 Vo a¥ & SR B

e In educational attainment, India scored 97.1%, reflecting positive shifts in female
literacy and tertiary education enrolment.

Ae1TOTF ITATRT H TR T THR 97.1% &1, AT Afgan3it Y Jrawar 3% 3= e

ATHTRT H JhRIcHS Scolld aiar gl

¢ India also recorded higher parity in health and survival, due to improved scores in
sex ratio at birth and healthy life expectancy.

AR o FareeT AR SNaet 7 o 350 FATTar oot Y, S S F Ay foar srequnar 3k
FIEY et Teqmem 7 FUR & HROT |

e However, like many countries, parity in healthy life expectancy is achieved despite
overall reduction in life expectancy for both men and women.

BTelifeh, &% &RIf 1 TXE, FaeY SfaeT eamenm & gaAterar gest 31T Afyansit =t 6 siwa
3T A FA & Frae[g gred H TS B

e India recorded a drop in political empowerment for the second year in a row, with
female representation in parliament falling from 14.7% to 13.8%.

HR H TIMAR gAY a¥ Torehfara FufFaaior 7 frae aof 6 718, K wwe 7 aAfgensi
&1 gfafaflca 14.7% & e 13.8% & a1

Regional Rankings in South Asia

gfaror ufdrem & e {emar

o Nepal ranked 125, Sri Lanka at 130, Bhutan at 119, Maldives at 138, and Pakistan
ranked last at 148.

urer 1 ¥faar 125, sfterarT 130, T 119, ATAEIT 138, 3 urferearet v ¥fher 148 (ga@
sifaar) W

World Economic Forum (WEF)
feg 3 A9 (WEF)

* The World Economic Forum (WEF) is an international advocacy non-governmental organization
and think tank, based in Cologny, Canton of Geneva, Switzerland.
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- e s #T (WEF) U 3aisd yar IR-await w@oree ik R 3 8, fower geare
Frle, [Setar Fee, Facores 7 TUd gl
* It was founded on 24 January 1971 by German engineer Klaus Schwab.

« ST TUTIAT 24 AT 1971 I FTHA FSNAIT FATH @ gaR’T Fr a5 7|

* The foundation's stated mission is "improving the state of the world by engaging business, political,
academic, and other leaders of society to shape global, regional, and industry agendas".

* 58 BI3seAT 1 B fAeeT & "gfaar fr Bufa w1 gurer o fav a5 sqawm,
TS, IwefA®, 3R 3T gAfas Adnst @ enfad w1 dRas, e 3R siteafs e
IR T gl

* The foundation is mostly funded by its 1,000 member multi-national companies.

.wmamgmmﬂw@rl,ooomwmaﬁmﬁaqﬁﬁaa?ﬁ%l

* The WEF is mostly known for its annual meeting at the end of January in Davos, a mountain resort
in the canton of Graubiinden, in the eastern Alps region of Switzerland.

- WEF &I &9 @ Faall & FT A @ H glol alell 9 a1 d5& & U &1 Sfrar g, S
AT Fee & U gadig REte, gdf srecw &7, Rageads # Fua gl

* The meeting brings together some 3,000 paying members and selected participants — among whom
are investors, business leaders, political leaders, economists, celebrities and journalists — for up to
five days to discuss global issues across 500 sessions.

- 3T doh H SIH 3,000 A FIA AT Herd IR wfad gfdsmh arfAe gia § - S
foraers, saraRe @, Uerelifas ST, srdemeh, Afafed 3R wwaR anfae gl € - v et
oo 500 Tt 7 3RgF Ae@l W ==l A

* Aside from Davos, the organization convenes regional conferences, it produces a series of reports,
engages its members in sector-specific initiatives and provides a platform for leaders from selected
stakeholder groups to collaborate on projects and initiatives.

- G & T, TE HITSoT 8T Feaeret ArAfoa war g, Rulel i wa sf@ar daR war
g, 39 HeEdl @ arA-faflrse ugdl A anfder wRar @ 3R aafaa Raurs wagi S At &
IR 3R 9gel W HEANT FIA T AT YETT FIaT ¢

* The World Economic Forum and its annual meeting in Davos have received criticism over the
years, including allegations of the organization's corporate capture of global and democratic
institutions, institutional whitewashing initiatives, the public cost of security, the organization's tax-
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exempt status, unclear decision processes and membership criteria, a lack of financial
transparency, and the environmental footprint of its annual meetings.

. 27 nfde #g 3R sod g & arfde do & avf & g FT GTHAT FAT G E,
T Y WA fa® drerd, Goroe H Fy-Had Ui, sreose Aok afwame 3k gewgan
ATTes, AT IRERTar i F4), 31K sTdT aii¥e So & @R g8 S 39 anfae
gl

Research Reports
JeraeT RAdH

* In particular, "Strategic Insight Teams" focus on producing reports of relevance in the fields of
competitiveness, global risks, and scenario thinking.

- TRIY w7 @, "weefaw sewse v ufarayl, dRaw @AY 3 aRger Riaa aa &= #
AR RAE IR R W &A1 dhigd Hiar &

* The "Competitiveness Team" produces a range of annual economic reports (first published in
brackets):

- "gfaeaeat & &% arfde fdes ROdE IR X § (97 TR a¥ &t @wices 7 g
AT B):

* The Global Competitiveness Report (1979) measured competitiveness of countries and economies.

- Tllge FiEafefRaaw RaE (1979) ¢2ii 3R rdcgaransii fr afawaicasar s Argdr o)

* The Global Information Technology Report (2001) assessed their competitiveness based on their IT
readiness.

- TAIgSl SFPIALr eFaATars RAYE (2001) 7 17 &V IT TeURATF 3TUR W 3Ah
gfaEqeTcHsdr T 3o fhaT|

* The Global Gender Gap Report examined critical areas of inequality between men and women.

- Teltaer SisT 3o RO qest v Aafpanst & S srwAeTar & Fgcaqer & A S d
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* The Global Risks Report (2006) assessed key global risks.
- 7eitaer REFrw RO (2006) 7 9@ IR+ @A 1 3mhore T

* The Global Travel and Tourism Report (2007) measured travel and tourism competitiveness.

- TAE ¢ad Us TReH RIE (2007) 7 amr iR gdesr wfaeaut a1 A

* The Financial Development Report (2008) aimed to provide a comprehensive means for countries to
establish benchmarks for various aspects of their financial systems and establish priorities for
improvement.

- FIEARITS STerade RUIE (2008) A =it &1 o1 A e & Affie ugepsit & fav
STATE TR a3 AR FUR A AT aF S & U Toh FAT [T Teld A Hl
gy e

* The Global Enabling Trade Report (2008) presented a cross-country analysis of the large number of
measures facilitating trade among nations.

- Tlae Terafaer ¢35 ROIE (2008) & ST & o< SATIR FT oA Fora qTel 3UTAT 7 HeR-gefi T
faearyor g fora|

» The "Risk Response Network" produces a yearly report assessing risks which are:

- "ReF REied dead" T aififd RUE IR T § o Aafaf@d yaR & Sif@sAr &
Aol T g

» deemed to be within the scope of these teams,

« ST 3T AT FFRGTH 3T 8,

* have cross-industry relevance,

- [SreTenT A= 3g@it & Agea gl &,

* are uncertain,

* have the potential to cause upwards of US$10 billion in economic damage,

+ ST USS$10 3RT & 3t &7 fAF qamer ogar F6hd ¢,

* have the potential to cause major human suffering,
« S AT ST T HROT 9 od &,
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* and which require a multi-stakeholder approach for mitigation.

« 3R fore1eh frgaoT & e ag-fecreme gfSeamior At saeaesdr g &

* In 2020, the forum published a report entitled Nature Risk Rising: Why the Crisis Engulfing Nature
Matters for Business and the Economy.

« 2020 H, BRA o Nature Risk Rising: Why the Crisis Engulfing Nature Matters for Business and
the Economy 1@ Ueh RUIC Yah1Ad &Il

* In this report, the forum estimated that approximately half of global GDP is highly or moderately
dependent on nature (the same as IPBES's 2019 assessment report).

50 RUIE & BRA o A AT foh oa13eT Af¥GF GDP T AT T I W HeATaF
I ALIH T § A (IPBES #r 2019 Hearher RAE & 37aR o F@r sy o)

* The report also found that 1 dollar spent on nature restoration yiclds 9 dollars in economic benefits.

- RAE # 7g o arn a6 yrpfaw gaedied W @S fFU aTw 1 STeR 89 St & e
CIEATECIRS
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All you need is love: Why Rumi lives
inside everyone in times of gloom

The Sufi poet is the bestselling author in many parts of the world, and books on this 13th century advocator of love keep coming; writers like Brad
Gooch point out that Rumi mdde claims for a religion of love that went beyond organised faith, and therein lies the reason for his universal appeal

Ziya Us Salam

here may not be a Shams

around to guide us and lend a

helping hand, but there is a bit

of Rumi inside each one of us.
He resides in every heart that’s loved and
lost, and understands that a man who
knows no love knows no sorrow. He
resides in a heart that confides, “I once
had a thousand desires but in my one
desire to know you, all else melted away.”

Each heart reverberates to Rumi. Ask

Coleman Barks, whose works on Rumi
can light up the gloomiest of evenings
besides filling up your bookshelf. As
Robert Bly once wrote, recommending
Barks’ The Essential Rumi, “Coleman
Barks has brought an immense gift to the
study of Islamic poetry. His versions,
witty and touched by Southern courtesy,
support an exuberant Rumi never
achieved before in English.”

Room for conversation

A few pages into the book, and one
realises there is a bit of Rumi to take away
from each poem. For instance, ‘“The Far
Mosque’, where Rumi, alluding to
Suleiman, one of the prophets of Islam,
writes, “The place that Solomon made to
worship in, called the Far Mosque, is not
built of earth and water and stone, but of
intention and wisdom and mystical
conversation and compassionate
action/Every part of it is intelligence and
responsive to every other.”

Called Jelaluddin Balkhi by the
Afghans, where he was born in 1207, the
fear of the rampaging Mongols forced his
family to migrate to Konya in Turkey. The
son of a well-respected theologian father,
Rumi was initially an orthodox scholar of
Islam. It all changed with a chance
meeting with a wandering dervish, Shams
of Tabriz. The two became inseparable.

Even as a debate rages about the nature
of their relationship, most agree that
Shams did become Rumi’s mentor. So
much so that even after Shams was
probably murdered, Rumi continued to
believe that Shams was now part of him,
and when he wrote his poetry, it was
Shams writing through him.

The making of a mystic

Brad Gooch, an authority on Rumi, writes
in Rumf’s Secret: The Life of the Sufi Poet of
Love, “of the disruptive appearance of
Shams" who “taught him to whirl and
transformed him from a respectable
Muslim preacher into a poet and a
mystic”. Such indecipherable love led to
millions reading Rumi to turn a mirror to
their inner selves. A Rumi reader is an
explorer, a seeker. Rumi, writes Gooch,
“made claims for a religion of love” that
went beyond organised faith.

Rumi was a font from which everyone
drank and came back richer, wiser. Today,
he is the best-selling poet in the U.S. and
his words have soothed musicians like
Madonna and Chris Martin during
challenging times in their lives with the

latter often quoting one of Rumi’s poems,
“This being human is a guest house/Every
morning a new arrival/ A joy, a
depression, a meanness/some
momentary awareness comes/ as an
unexpected visitor.”

Unsurprisingly, the Rumi books keep
coming. Noted author-translator Farrukh
Dhondy has just penned Rumi: A New
Selection (HarperPerennial), wherein he
explains the reason for the abiding love
for Rumi. Dhondy writes in a book itself
deserving of much love and re-reading,
“The sales of his books in American
translation surpass those of William
Shakespeare, John Keats, T.S. Eliot...Why?
Rumi’s great work, the ‘Masnavi’, is
sometimes dubbed ‘the Quran in verse’. It
certainly is devoted to Islam, but to a
version and interpretation of Islam with a
long and widely adopted history loosely
referred to in all its variations as ‘Sufism’.”

Dedicated to the divine

Interestingly, most of his ardent fans are
not followers of Islam. They come to
Rumi for mystical self-realisation. And for
love. Dhondy analyses, “Rumi’s verse
doesn’t celebrate explicit Romeo and
Juliet interaction. The ‘love’ it celebrates
can never be interpreted as the desperate
emotion one has for the girl next door.
The love expressed in Rumi’s works, the
six volumes and twenty-four thousand
verses of the Masnavi, his Diwan-i-Shams
dedicated to his inspiration and ‘lover’
Shams-u-Tabrez, and in his discourses

and lectures, is a dedication to the
divine....When Rumi openly professes
‘love’ for his inspiration and spiritual
partner, Shams, it’s not an expression of a
gay relationship, but rather a metaphor
for a divine bond, a union of individual
souls in a universal soul.”

Not known to many, Shams himself
had great respect for Rumi’s acumen,
learning and intellect. And Shams, as
Dhondy quotes Franklin Lewis,
“specifically says that there was no
question of him being the master and
Rumi the pupil”.

Let the scholars agree to disagree; the
joy is in discovering Rumi all over again,
with each new book, each new author.
Whether one is seeking love or
languishing without it, Rumi’s words
provide a fine accompaniment. As
disclosed in Rumi’s Little Book of Life by
Maryam Mafi and Azima Kolin, “Do not
grieve over past joys, be sure they will
reappear in another form. A child’s joy is
in milk and nursing but once weaned, it
finds new joy in bread and honey... In
sleep when the soul leaves the body you
may dream of yourself as a tall cypress or
as a beautiful rose, but be warned, my
friend, all these phantoms dissolve into
thin air once the soul returns to the
body™.

Of dreams, love, past and present,
body and soul, Rumi’s works encapsulate
them all. Never quite like a Persian
miniature garden, more like a walk in the
wilds, full of the joy of the unseen.

All you need is love: Why Rumi lives inside everyone in times

of gloom

HTYh! Fad IH I W §: FUPR & THT J FAT g7 el & i)

Fal THa &

There may not be a Shams around to guide us, but there is a bit of Rumi inside

each one of us.

FAR ATERNST & AT 3mrer e s1at &) 1 &, Afdher Wt 71 31 X 0F & 3ieT Al B

e Rumilives in every heart that has loved and lost, and knows that a man who knows no
love, knows no sorrow.
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T g7 39 o & Ba € oraey 9 e § s @ €, 31k o Sierar & o6 S o T
ST, a8 §:@ &1 78 STieter|

o Each heart resonates with Rumi's words like, “I| once had a thousand desires but in my
one desire to know you, all else melted away.”

g¥ for o 1 Sof GfeFarall @ 3[eral & A g9 Seolv o, difshel qFe Silelst &I Ueh geor 7
s g 151”7

e Translator Coleman Barks helped make Rumi accessible, bringing light to even the
gloomiest evenings through his work.

3fefaTeeh I ST o1 ST T Foll oh TerT Gorst =1 3R 319 HR & TIH ITHRAYT
TET T #f ere foha |

Room for conversation
"4 & foT T

In Rumi’s poem ‘The Far Mosque’, he writes that Solomon’s place of worship was
built not of stone but of intention, wisdom, conversation, and compassion.

FT 37T T ‘g FR AEF 7 forad § 3 oAt &1 o Tue Teus ¥ ¢t afew |,
e O, HaTe 3 FEOT & T 20T|

o Every part of that mosque is intelligent and responsive to every other part, suggesting a
spiritual unity.

30 AfESTe T &Y EAT FETAAT & 3R UH-gIX F 3§ &, i 3MEATIcAD Thell Y

gaTar &1

e Rumi, born as Jelaluddin Balkhi in 1207 in Afghanistan, fled with his family from
Mongol invasion to settle in Konya, Turkey.

FHY T ST 1207 H HBIM AT 3 SelTeleale T o T H T AT, ST FAeT THAT 5
HROT 9= TRER & T Feht & T Tl 17|

e Son of a theologian, Rumi was initially an orthodox Islamic scholar until he met
Shams of Tabriz, a wandering dervish.

Th A & I, T Igol IRURF STt fagaret 3, Sia o 1o 3TehT Helrehred ad
T e €S|

e Their deep bond transformed Rumi. Even after Shams’ likely murder, Rumi believed
Shams lived within him and wrote through him.

3T TGN A FHT T &l IIAT| AFT T FHAT: §AT & d1¢ HT T AT & Th aog
3o frax Shfaa & 311 357 & arcgw @ fowa ¢

The making of a mystic

TS Fh el FT fAATor
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Brad Gooch, a biographer, describes how Shams taught Rumi to whirl and turned him
from a preacher into a poet and mystic.

33 I, TF SN, TaTdl § o e o Tl at ey et R 3R 36¢ Uap 3ugers O
i i gt T F= |

Rumi’s poetry reflects a religion of love, which transcends organised religion.
AT T HIIATT 997 F &9 1 2T 8, ST Farfdd & § R E

Rumi has become a mirror for self-exploration. His readers are seekers, drawn to
inner truths.

FH! ATCH-31=AYOT T GUUT §7 3T & | 3oTh UTSH Wieil 8Id &, St 3TTARS TS Fl 3R]
fEaa €1

Today, Rumi is the best-selling poet in the U.S., with fans like Madonna and Chris
Martin quoting his poems.

37T T IANFT # T 30F et a1t A &, v grgent J #A=ar 31k fvw Afe
S e enfAe E

Chris Martin often quotes Rumi’s lines: “This being human is a guest house/Every
morning a new arrival.”

Thd ATTEST 31eFER ST T g Uil 3y Xd & “Tg AT Blell Ueh AT 7[5 8/63 Gog
T S TIHA|”

Rumi’s continued relevance

Y Y gad yrEAFar

Books on Rumi continue to appear. Farrukh Dhondy recently released Rumi: A New
Selection.

AT I FehcTel SRR SehTTRIcT &1 T8T & | §Tel &1 H B9 YIS o AT T o Holaroled Tehlilcl
el

Dhondy explains Rumi’s enduring appeal by noting that his book sales in American
translation surpass those of Shakespeare, Keats, Eliot.

&S I & o AT T fehcirail hr 3rAREAY srefare 7 fasht derafam, Hew sik vfage @ o
3R gl

Rumi’s magnum opus, the ‘Masnavi’, is often called the ‘Quran in verse’, representing
a Sufi interpretation of Islam.

ST T HETeT PicT “FHAAD T IFER “FHIIAT H FT T STl &, ST SEATH T Teh JHY
SATEAT T 2T Bl

Dedicated to the Divine

Sy ) gANT
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¢ Interestingly, most of Rumi’s devoted admirers are not followers of Islam, but rather
come to his works in search of mystical self-realisation and love.

o TeorereT 9T I8 & o Sl o 3iferenier AT Ferde ST & gAY 7Et &, dioeh 3 SeTeh
TIATHT Y JTEATTeH 3Teate 31 Yo7 Forer # ggd £

¢ As Farrukh Dhondy explains, the love that Rumi celebrates in his poetry is not about
romantic passion like that of Romeo and Juliet.

o SN o HW YIST IdTd &, TAT 1 T 7 S 997 ek gielm § a8 VTAAT 3R Fferge s
UAMRH FA S TR A LT ¢

e Itis never the kind of desperate affection one might feel for a neighbour, but instead,
it represents a deep and spiritual love.

o JE Ig VT AF 6T & o [T TSR & Forw AgE o S, afew I8 v el 3K
smeaTicAs HiFd g

e This love flows through his six volumes and 24,000 verses of the Masnavi, in his
Diwan-i-Shams—a work dedicated to his spiritual guide and inspiration Shams of
Tabriz—and also in his lectures and discourses. The love expressed in all of these is
ultimately a devotion to the divine.

o TE UH 3T AHAA T F ! X 24,000 e, 3574 SaT-T-2FF—Si 37
3MEATIcHS ARTELTH AFH-U-daRst F AT §—31R 37 careamat 3R yag=t & g
1 37 Tl A Sy 9 3dd: §aT & ufar AT g

e When Rumi openly professes his love for Shams, it should not be interpreted as a gay
relationship but as a metaphor for a divine connection—a union of individual souls
with the universal soul.

o ST &Y AFE & G 39 9 T G STFA I &, A 36 [hdl FHATE Fa & 7 A7
Tg, ST T ST AT & Tk & FT H SWT SITAT ATEU—Ueh sqTFAaTd HTeAT iR
AEHIAF AHTeAT & fATA & FT H|

e What many do not know is that Shams, too, had deep respect for Rumi’s intellect and
spiritual insight. As Dhondy cites from Franklin Lewis, Shams clearly stated that there
was no question of him being the master and Rumi the pupil—their bond was far more
equal and spiritual.

. agaﬁmaﬁamﬁﬁ?ewﬁaﬁmﬁgmaﬁrmmmwmm
foram| Sia o 4iSt o Shehforet S[$W o gaTel @ ST, A & TIC Y W e o I8 I a1
& 3R wl Faa sy FAET 3701 G Fe1 310 FART 3R 3meanfoas am)

e Let scholars continue to debate the true nature of their relationship. The real joy lies in
how readers rediscover Rumi again and again, with each new book and each new
translator. Whether one is in search of love or suffering from the lack of it, Rumi’s
words offer solace, wisdom, and a sense of inner reflection.

o TaCaml T 37 FaY A AEATIS Thid T T6H Hldl ol SIS | 318l 3Teig df 38 & T
ureeh g 71§ fhdre 3R X AT Jregares & ary Tt F R & @ierd §1 T1e g 39 AT e
& 81 a1 3T A @ dfT, Tt & e icas, AT 31T 3rafis R 9o Ha &1
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As shared in Rumi’s Little Book of Life by Maryam Mafi and Azima Kolin, Rumi
advises: “Do not grieve over past joys, be sure they will reappear in another form.
A child’s joy is in milk and nursing, but once weaned, it finds new joy in bread and
honey.”

SHT T A7# AT 3R 3rafar Fifaer S T lE i g 3% a1sth & aamr @ g, &
HelTg &t &: A 3meie 9T 2N A 4, I Fordlr 3iR & 7 e altear| = s qur i gy
RremeY 7 311ei fAereT &, AT 519 a8 g s €, & 38 A 3l areg 7 74T 3
fAerar g1

In sleep, Rumi says, the soul may dream itself as a tall cypress or a beautiful rose, but
once it returns to the body, all these phantoms disappear. His works explore dreams,
love, past and present, the body and the soul. They are not like a neatly tended
Persian miniature garden, but more like a walk in the wilds, full of unseen joy and
spiritual depth.

wf gd € 3 g 3 3eAT ga 1 w9 vk o d R 987 a1 He) e F §9 H T FhA 8,
Aferet 5T a8 aR 7 wiledht §, o A waf aAra wf g7 A Sra €1 3a7ht =T |, 9,
8T IR FATeT, R 3R AT 1 TisT ATl 81 F Torelt Frof-arsit SRt qafir T ove =7ef,
afed HGR 3Teg 3R ITeATFers MeE J #13Y Farel AT Hr g gl &

STOCKHOLM
Israel’s starvation of Gazais a ‘war Israel’s Starvation of Gaza

crime’: Sweden’s Foreign Minister ~ Called a War Crime by

Sweden
T15T GaRT IATSAT 7 @A Y
IS ORI FIR fam ara

e Sweden’s Foreign Minister, Maria Malmer
Stenergard, on Thursday, condemned
Israel for blocking humanitarian aid and
targeting aid points in Gaza, which caused
starvation.

e $r fager #75 ATRAT ATeAT TaE o

——— .l REUTERs  IEAR T ATSAT H FoAUSe GART AT HETAel
""""""""" FY At 3R eI Fal HY forermar o Hr

Sweden’s Foreign Minister Maria Malmer Stenergard on Thursday

condemned Israel for blocking humanitarian aid and targeting aid fier 1, oaa agr S_fEITIﬁ thelT|
points in Gaza, causing “starvation”, which she called a “war crime”.

She urged swift delivery of food, water, and medicine, highlighting

Israel’s failure to meet humanitarian law commitments. AFP
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e She described this situation as a "war crime".
3-giat 34 fEUfeY T "gerr Iramy™ S|

o She urged the swift delivery of food, water, and medicine, pointing out Israel’s failure
to meet humanitarian law commitments.

Segiel $YSTeT, UTelt 3R ganait 1 cale 3rqfet & #Hier b1 3R FIRIST FY AT FTefeit &
i a3t T 3R SR o

Sudan’s RSF Claims
Control of Border with
Libya and Egypt

g1 &Y RSF & #fiferm 3ilx
faw $r @A ) Agaor F1 grar
o

. Sudanese paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF) claimed control of a
strategic border zone shared with Libya
and Egypt amid the ongoing civil war.

§ - s gEe A e e gui eRfe (RSF) A
A :GSPaper.: Mapping ~ T~ REVTERS  Shrfaram 3R fawr & ol torehifass e el
Sudanese paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) claimed control IGRENEIACIRE X %— CIRCD aET ST

of a strategic border zone with Libya and Egypt amid ongoing civil

CAIRO
Sudan’s RSF claims control of key

border zone with Libya and Egypt

war. The military had on Tuesday evacuated the area, accusing W o aRre §3']T|
Libyan commander Khalifa Hifter’s forces of supporting RSF attacks . The Sudanese military had
in a “blatant aggression against Sudan, its land, and its people”. Ap evacuated the area on Tuesday, accusing

Libyan commander Khalifa Hifter’s
forces of supporting RSF attacks.

YT QAT & HIEAR T 5H &7 ! Wrell T 3R ffars FATST Tl grar Fr damsit
9T RSF & gl & A &aF T 3TRIT 91T |

e Sudan called it a "blatant aggression™ against its land and people.

BT & 38 3790 A 3R FeTar & [WelTh "EIse ArhASHar R 62|
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TOPICS COVERED GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Trump’s Tariffs and a U.S.-India Trade Agreement
<9 & ¢RWE 3R v IANFT-9RT AR gastarn
2. Is Bangladesh Slipping into Authoritarianism?

FYT AT ATC HTATTIFRAIG Y 3T 93 [T 87?

3. IAEA Board Censures Iran for Nuclear Non-Compliance

qTATY] STACET ST qTeleT o FI 9T $T0T Y IAEA 1S @RI

faer

4. Thousands Join Rally in Georgia After Activist Jailed
Over Pro-Europe Protest

AT FASSF UG A AFT FTddhdl H IFa & 91
ST 7 §ART SN & Yell fAshrel

5. China-backed Militia Secures Control of New Rare Earth
Mines in Myanmar

AR A A gafda AR S av TR s F @geai w
ICEELRET
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t the end of the day, it was not the big

fight between nations, but a case

brought by five small U.S. businesses

that presented the biggest challenge
yet, to U.S. President Donald Trump’s sweeping
tariffs.

Tariffs are the substance of laws and
regulations formulated after highly rigorous trade
negotiations. The binding of tariffs through
schedules of commitments in trade agreements,
offers much needed certainty and predictability
to businesses trading across borders. Which is
why Mr. Trump’s sweeping tariffs — 10% to 135%,
over 100 countries worldwide — were a stunning
repudiation of the rules of trade. That it also
extended to the barren Arctic marine reserves of
Heard and McDonald Islands, uninhabited by
humans, just highlighted the irony of a bizarre
executive order.

This sweeping executive action also upended
the fundamental principle of separation of
powers between the three branches of
government — the legislature, the executive and
the judiciary — which lie at the heart of any
democratic constitutional framework. That such
an exercise of executive authority could happen
without any checks and balances in the U.S.,
widely regarded as among the modern world’s
oldest democracies with a strong constitutional
framework, was another point of reckoning.

Five small and mid-sized U.S. businesses,
dealing with wines, plastics, bicycles, musical
circuits, and fishing equipment, took on the U.S.
administration, and challenged the presidential
executive order at the U.S. Court of International
Trade (U.S. CIT), stating that the tariffs were
unlawfully harming their operations and
economic viability.

A closer look at ‘trade deficits’

The Trump administration argued that the tariffs
were necessary to address the “national
emergency” created by U.S. trade deficits with all
countries worldwide. Trade deficit occurs when
imports exceed exports. A “deficit” is not
necessarily bad for a country’s economic health.
It only demonstrates the availability of consumer
wealth to purchase imported goods. In any event,
the U.S. administration, bizarrely, did not account
for U.S. export of services in its calculation. For
example, the U.S. has cited the $44.4 billion trade
deficit with India. This, however, does not
consider trade in services (which includes digital

}

R.V. Anuradha

is a Partner at Clarus
Law Associates,
New Delhi

India should
stay out of any
sub-optimal
deal with the
United States

services, financial services, education) and arms
trade, after considering which, the Global Trade
Research Initiative has estimated that the U.S.
actually runs a $35 billion-$40 billion overall
surplus with India.

The U.S. CIT, in its judgment dated May 28,
2025, ruled that the worldwide and retaliatory
tariffs exceeded any authority under law. The
court cautioned against the blatant and
overarching use of “national emergency” powers
by the President. It noted that the mere
incantation of “national emergency” cannot
sound the “death-knell of the Constitution”, and,
additionally, cannot enable the President to
rewrite tariff commitments in international
agreements.

The strong and powerful ruling, so far, has had
little practical impact, having been stayed the
very next day by a U.S. appeals court. The tariffs
and the threat of tariffs, therefore, continue, and
so does the pressure to conclude a trade deal
with the U.S. The Trump administration had in
fact, argued before the U.S. CIT that the
enhanced tariffs provided it leverage in trade
negotiations — an argument which the CIT ruled
does not in any manner mitigate its legal
infirmity. More egregious U.S. executive actions
are promised as part of the Trump One Big
Beautiful Bill (OBBB) — a proposed omnibus law
which would reportedly also grant the executive
immunity from enforcement of judicial orders.

Where India stands

Where does all this really leave India? The
governments of both countries have been
indicating an early conclusion of a trade
agreement, before the U.S. threat of the July 8
deadline. Despite ongoing negotiations, the U.S.
has enhanced its existing punitive tariffs of 25%
on steel and 10% on aluminium imports (in force
since Mr. Trump’s first term), to 50% on both.
Pursuant to complaints initiated at the World
Trade Organization by Switzerland, Norway,
China and Tiirkiye, WTO panels had ruled (in
2022) that the tariffs imposed during Mr. Trump’s
first term, do not meet the proposed justification
of national security. India too had initiated a WTO
dispute, but withdrew this on the basis of a
“mutually agreed solution” with the U.S. in 2023.
That mutual solution clearly did not prevent
Trump administration extending the new 50%
tariffs on steel and aluminium to India as well.
India’s contemplated retaliation at the WTO has

been resisted by the U.S. A purported target of
the Trump administration’s ire is China’s rise. The
argument that the U.S.-China trade impasse
presents a possible strategic advantage for India,
however, is made uncertain by two recent
developments: the U.S. and China’s truce,
pausing their retaliatory tariffs against each other
and working towards a negotiated solution; and,
more importantly, the U.S. administration’s
threats to impose tariffs on Apple’s products,
should it manufacture in India. Mr. Trump’s
transactional approach also indicates that there is
no guarantee that the U.S. will intervene in India’s
favour should there be a military standoff with
China.

The path ahead

In any trade agreement with the U.S., therefore, a
careful balancing of India’s interests is
paramount. Any deal would need to ensure the
removal of all additional tariffs on India’s exports,
allay concerns about retaliatory tariffs on U.S.
investments, such as that from Apple in India,
and ensure that the proposed OBBB Act’s 3.5%
tax on remittances sent from the U.S. does not
apply to remittances by Indian citizens. India
should also seek assurance that there would be
no retaliation against India’s digital services taxes.
A long-standing concern for India is also the fears
and backlash against H-1B visas, used widely by
tech companies for their Indian employees. It is
critical for a trade deal to address the issue of
visas required for services trade.

It is equally important for both sides to iron
out the delivery of cross-border trade in services,
which includes aspects relating to data flows and
their regulation.

Above all, any trade agreement that India
negotiates with the U.S. needs to be fully aligned
with India’s commitments under the WTO. The
U.S. disregard for multilateral institutions,
notwithstanding, WTO’s multilateral set of rules
is the only real safeguard in an uncertain world,
and India needs to do much more to preserve its
foundations, as committed during its G-20
presidency.

Finally, India should have the ability to stay out
of any sub-optimal deal. Mr. Trump’s tariffs,
while painful, are likely to have a short lifespan
with the biggest challenge emerging from within
the U.S. itself.

The views expressed are personal

Trump’s Tariffs and a U.S.-India Trade Agreement

eq & ¢NE 3 v FANFT-9RT saar gaslan

At the end of the day, it was not a major geopolitical conflict, but a case filed by
five small U.S. businesses that posed the biggest challenge to President Donald
Trump’s sweeping tariffs.

3iTer: Ig P T3T A=A o T ¢t o, afesh AR A viw o1 Hufaal gar grR
TF ATHAT AT Forwa) wegufer Sires ¢v & s SRE Y wad a3t ot

o Tariffs, typically formed through rigorous trade negotiations, are meant to provide
certainty and predictability in international business.
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e Mr. Trump’s tariffs ranging from 10% to 135%, imposed on over 100 countries, defied
established global trade rules.

10% & 135% d% & €9 & R, ST 100 F 31w 2T R 91T 30, F 3fRgeh uaR &
T TAIAT I ARRT|

o These tariffs were so sweeping that they extended even to uninhabited Arctic marine
reserves like Heard and McDonald Islands, underlining the bizarre nature of the
executive order.

4 R ot 19 A o 3¢ e AR Awsiares v S fster s fes woe 8 o=
oY A T 13T, FHEE g IR 3R 3relle Tl g3l

e This executive action disrupted the separation of powers between the legislature,
executive, and judiciary, which is fundamental to any democratic constitution.

T HIRIGRY e o e, srinfasr it sarafas & S & afFa F Qsnee i
aifRrd foma, S fanelt ot dieraife afaemer & 7o e B

e That such unchecked executive authority could exist in a country like the U.S., known
for its strong constitutional framework, was deeply concerning.

fo Ot faaT forreror iy wrRiwfaT afFd 3ARET S Aeqe @denfas e ara o 7 Aol
& Thell &, TE 66 fAdToTeten 2Tl

o Five small and mid-sized U.S. firms dealing in wines, plastics, bicycles, musical
circuits, and fishing equipment challenged the tariffs in the U.S. Court of
International Trade (CIT).

T, Tonfees, arsferd, Fgforwe afde 3R #ol gwse & suaon @ S8t uiw 8 3k
FeIH AN Fufaal 2 FANEY FHaTET SR AR (CIT) F 57 2R 1 Foiledr |

o They argued that the tariffs were illegally harming their business and threatening their
economic survival.

3egiel ek T o I TR 3579 FRIGR $I 73 7 § THawer 9gar @ § 3R 3o 3
fPuar @R A ST w

o Trump administration justified the tariffs as a response to a “national emergency”
caused by U.S. trade deficits with all countries.

T YATHS o 31 ¢ T T3 21t & A1 AR F SR 918 I 3o "TSET

ATYTART™ & ST o & H g SeIAT|

o A trade deficit occurs when imports exceed exports, but this isn’t necessarily harmful
to an economy.

SUYR °TET d9 81dT & o9 AT AT @ 3rf0 g1 &, SifereT Ig gaem g2 i 3rdegaeen
& forT JeHaTIerS e gre|

e |t may simply reflect consumer wealth and the ability to purchase foreign goods.

Tg Faet 3UFAT T T 3R Rl arqe @i i s Fr g2t Fhar B
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The U.S. calculation of a $44.4 billion trade deficit with India ignored the services
trade and arms sales.

TANHT ETRT 9RA & T $44.4 RFATT F AR G Fr 7077 7 Aarst F1 AR i
FFAARY Y fRsht T FoR3iEST fonam |

When these are included, the Global Trade Research Initiative estimates the U.S.
actually runs a $35 to $40 billion surplus with India.

ST cical Y AT el TR, Taitarer &3 Rae sfaRrefea 1 3rgamt § fon sraRer aeaa F
AR & |19 $35 ¥ $40 Rferaer #71 ity Tamar 3

In its May 28, 2025 ruling, the U.S. CIT held that the tariffs exceeded legal authority
and abused emergency powers.

28 71§ 2025 & 39 HHa 7, AN FRTET AR AT 7 FHgl b F SR Fregeht
FIUFRI @ T I 3N JraTTRTeeT AfFat F geaeT fhar |

The court noted that invoking “national emergency” does not give the President the
right to override international trade agreements.

=TT o HATAT foh “ISET HTITAHRTE” T gATAT ey ISCU T ol IHAITSET SATIR
AT FT T T FTFR FGT BT ST

However, this strong judgment had limited impact, as it was stayed the very next day
by a U.S. appeals court.

gTelifeh, Ig TRIF 10T off cTagTRS T ¥ THIGET 6T FAT1eh S 33Tl & et IANFY
T 3reTerd & TUfAT & f&2m

As a result, the tariffs and the pressure to strike a U.S.-India trade deal continue to
persist.

5 T, RE 3R IFARFT-HRT SATIR Tk 1 gara 379 o 51§37 &

The Trump administration even claimed that these tariffs gave the U.S. negotiating
leverage, but the court ruled that legal flaws remain unchanged.

S SRITHST o T&T a &1aT fanam T & 3R 3R # arada & arewa 34 &, afF seed
o FgT 3 SHY FIefeAt HIRAT g 81 el

The administration is also considering new steps under the Trump One Big Beautiful
Bill (OBBB), which could grant immunity to the executive from judicial enforcement.

SIRITHT 379 €9 FeT a7 sq&pel farer (OBBB) & cTgdl w1U shed 33T &l Ale 6T &, i
FRITfHT F A1 3Tl F qrelet ¥ T & Fhdl 5

Where India Stands
AR $r fufa

Both the Indian and U.S. governments have indicated a possible early conclusion of a
trade agreement before the July 8 deadline imposed by the U.S.

HR 3 AR hl AIHRT o 8 FelTS T FHI-HIAT I Tg ol Teh SATIR FHSAN o 2frer
sy i FerraaT SIS §1
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Despite ongoing negotiations, the U.S. has increased existing punitive tariffs of 25%
on steel and 10% on aluminium to 50% on both.

glelifeh STcTeiiel ST €, offehat TARERT o F&heT T 25% 3R Tegfafaas ax 10% & aearr

ESTcAF RNE T T et 9T 50% T AT 1

The World Trade Organization (WTO) had earlier ruled in 2022 that these tariffs did
not qualify under national security justification.

2022 ¥, faea SR HareeT (Seeq N3t o el o ar o & SR edrr e st &
AT AT G e |

India had also initiated a WTO dispute but withdrew it in 2023 based on a “mutually
agreed solution” with the U.S.

A o 3 SecgEI3T # Ueh Taare & fovam o, et 2023 7 58 "3l wenfa &

AT & ATUR W a9 of o)

However, that agreement did not stop the Trump administration from extending the
new 50% tariffs on steel and aluminium to India.

glelifeh, 98 FHSIAT AR 9 ¥4 3R vegfafags ot 7w 50% SRE oy et ¥ &7

TRATH & AT N T |
India’s proposed retaliation at the WTO has been resisted by the U.S.
HR SR SsegEI3N H FETidd b RIcAs Fhes I FARH a e fFar g

Although some argue that the U.S.-China trade conflict benefits India strategically, this
is undermined by two developments:

S AT A § o ARSI SR Fod 91l & fw wiehfaes &9 & mererae g
HohdT &, AfheT af TeaATshAT & Ig YR HHIR &1 1S &

— A truce between the U.S. and China, as they work toward a negotiated solution.

— rAR&T R et & fra JeuTRmE, STE7 3 U AefeF wATT Y G F HH I

— A threat by the U.S. to impose tariffs on Apple’s products if they are
manufactured in India.

— g7 Apple & 3cUTE; ARA A 1T ST §, A 3TA R 7 3R T RE F9mar Y eaveh|

Trump’s transactional approach also suggests there is no guarantee that the U.S. will
support India in a military standoff with China.

TFY T Ad-g arell AfY g off Tha & § & i & ary A= ehtrg Hr Tufa F sma
IANFT F7 gAY A A FS TRE 787 B

The Path Ahead
31T T [EAT

Any trade deal with the U.S. must carefully balance India’s interests.
AR & A1 IS i AR AT 7R F fal FT AraumiqEs dqeed s
It must ensure the removal of all additional tariffs on India’s exports.

SHH R & Tt ) orer weft rfafera TR Y gerar giafRed sweem =g
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The agreement should address concerns about retaliatory tariffs on U.S. investments
in India, such as Apple.

g gHASId H 9RA H 3ARET 3 (S Apple) R IfaFRIcA® R F1 AT RAart &1
AT 37 glaT Tnfeu|

India should also ensure that the proposed OBBB Act’s 3.5% remittance tax does not
apply to remittances by Indian citizens.

AR 1 g 71 AR L1 e foh yeAfaT OBBB rfafaasr &1 3.5% J9or X
HIATT ATTRET g@rT it a7 TRy R ey o1 &

India must also seek protection for its digital services taxes from U.S. retaliation.

HR 1 3rqelt F3fSreer Qar T gorrelt 1 3raARHT i gfawRIcHs Fars & guearm ofr
SCIESCERG IS

Another concern is the uncertainty over H-1B visas, widely used by tech firms for
Indian professionals.

T 3R Rar &1 fawg g H-1B diem Y aex sifafadar, [Saer carae 393ier aensirehr
HYTTAT HRAT FARY & forw FIAT &1

The issue of visas for services trade must be addressed as part of the deal.
Jarat & AR & Hafere SIS FeET 1 FATT o FAST F gl =1ig |

Both countries must also resolve matters related to cross-border trade in services,
especially data flows and regulation.

aret it T T3t & WAT-IR AR, TR 32T aTe 3R g8 s 4 53 Hegl o o

gl AT g1 |
Most importantly, any agreement should be fully aligned with India’s WTO
commitments.

FH HAgcaqul a1 g & o 1S ol aaAsier R @ seegdiat ufaageransit & ey gher
Bl

The WTO’s multilateral framework remains India’s best safeguard in a volatile global
order.

Seeg I3 T TEUEHT FRET U AT ARTH cqae T # R H T FHTael JIET &

India must take more steps to protect this system, as promised during its G-20
presidency.

3T T 3T G-20 ITETRTAT & SR TohT 1T A o 3THR FH YO T &1 & faw 3w
HEH 35T |

Finally, India should retain the ability to walk away from any sub-optimal deal.
3l R Y Tordll 811 Ireqas WASIIA @ 79T glet Y &THAT SI1U {WeiT 13 T|

Trump’s tariffs, although harmful, are likely to be short-lived, especially as internal
opposition within the U.S. increases.

TF & N, gTenfh g &, oifched THTEAT § & 3 sreamifas giel, Wraa Sia
IANFT F AT ¥ AT s W L
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n June 7, on the eve of Eid ul Azha,

the Chief Adviser to the interim

government in Bangladesh, Dr.

Muhammad Yunus, delivered a
televised address to the nation, promising to
hold elections in April 2026. He also announced
that the country would witness the launch of the
‘July Proclamation’, which had been earlier
planned by student activists to “bury” the
Constitution of Bangladesh, as it is linked to the
founder of Bangladesh and Awami League
co-founder, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Prof.
Yunus said that the document will “include a list
of reform proposals, agreed upon by all parties,
aimed at building a welfare-oriented state.” As
the interim government of Bangladesh has
announced that there could be constitutional
reforms, there are concerns about the country’s
political direction. Some worry that democratic
progress has stalled. Is Bangladesh slipping into
authoritarianism? Smruti S. Pattanaik and Sanjay
Pulipaka discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Kallol Bhattacherjee. Edited
excerpts:

‘What prompted the unusually aggressive
tone of Professor Yunus in his Eid speech?

Smruti S. Pattanaik: Prof. Yunus has been
under a lot of pressure recently. The Army chief,
General Waker-Uz-Zaman, insisted in his
meeting with commanding officers that
elections need to be held by the end of the year.
Whenever he (Prof. Yunus) faces challenges, he
refers to internal and external threats and
defeated forces. The BNP (Bangladesh
Nationalist Party) said that the speech was
expected to be just an Eid greeting, but ended
up being about everything in the country. Prof.
Yunus had promised elections earlier too, saying
they would be held as early as December 2025.
All his reforms do not have any meaning as he is
not running an elected government. He is clearly
trying to lengthen the term of the interim
government.

Sanjay Pulipaka: We need to remember that
there is nothing ‘interim’ about this government.
Interim ents come for a short period of
time to achieve certain specific objectives, such
as conducting elections. For instance, in 1990, a

government came into place in
Bangladesh. It was given a 90-day mandate to
conduct elections, shut shop, and hand over
things to the next government.

What we are seeing now is unique. We are
seeing an interim government carrying out
constitutional reforms. Interim governments are
not constituent assemblies and they are not

Chief Adviser to th

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Professor

REUTERS

to pave the
way for the elecled government. They are
supposed 1o leave the bigger issues to the
elected government. So, what we are wemg in
Bangladesh is undemocratic, and this is of
interest to us since it is happening in our
neighbourhood.

While an interim administration will need to
carry out some reforms, actual major reforms
can be conducted only by an elected
government. The scale at which this interim
guvcmmtnl is trying to go about its reforms is
frightening. It is going on ing its tenure.
One of the largest political parties is banned
(Awami League). The BNP, the mher big political
party, is unhappy with the way things are
happening. With the major political parties
absent from the picture, some political parties
with an unhealthy agenda are stepping into the
political space.

Do you think the July Proclamation is going
to replace the 1972 Constitution that was
framed after the Liberation War of 19712

SSP: That seems to be the objective. The interim
government seems to want to ensure that the
legacy of 1971 does not remain relevant. I think it
wants to make July 2024 the starting point of the
students’ political movement and a new chapter
in Bangladesh'’s polity. In the history of
Bangladesh, December and August are special
months (December 16 marks Victory Day,
commemorating the country’s independence in
1971, and August is associated with the
assassination of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman). But
now, the attempt is to highlight the month of

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

It appears that the charter of July
be used to bring some sort of legitimacy to
the interim government of Prof. Yunus as
elections are at least 10 months away
SMRUTIS. PATTANAIK

July as a new beginning.
The idea ofhnngmg out a July Proclamation
i ing the anti-Sheikh Hasina is

something that the BNP is also not comfortable
with. The July Charter may not entirely replace
the Constitution, but it is a kind of charter which
will guide the state. Bangladesh’s Constitution
had four foundational principles: secularism,
democracy, Bengali nationalism, and liberation.
Similar features will be part of the July charter
too, but they will support the political
orientation of the students and the leading
figures in the interim government.

We don't know whether the BNP will sign the
July Proclamation ultimately. But it appears that
the charter of July 2024 will be used to bring
some sort of legitimacy to the interim
government of Prof. Yunus as elections are at
least 10 months away and the current
administration wants to implement its agenda in
the meantime.

SP: There is no clarity about the July
Proclamation. Who is designing it? What is going
to be included in it? The interim government is
claiming that the charter is based on consensus
with political parties. But how can there be
consensus in the current political situation?
Basically, these are all things that an unelected
government is trying to do. Radical religious
groups will try to find more and more legitimacy
and space. They will try and get into the political
process and claim victories when they are not
even contesting with the major political parties
of the country. We have seen this happening in
Myanmar as well. It will push the country into
more and more political turmoil.

Prof. Yunus also made a passionate

in favour of the ian
corridor’ to help the Rakhine province of
Myanmar. A corridor of this nature has to be
demilitarised and if it is demilitarised, who is
going to enforce the demilitarised status?
'Will it be the Bangladesh military or an
international force?

SSP: These are the concerns that we have in
India and Bangladesh. A humanitarian corridor
is generally monitored by the United Nations.
And as you said, it sometimes gets demilitarised.
The Bangladesh Army chief objected to this

saying international monitoring or enforcement
will be interpreted as violation of sovereignty. As
a country that sacrificed a large number of
human lives to gain independence, sovereignty
is a sacred feature of the state.

Second, how can they be sure that the
humanitarian aid that is going into Myanmar
through the humanitarian corridor will reach
only the Rohingya and not armed groups? This
issue is of particular importance for us in India
as there is no word about who is going to
monitor this corridor. There is also no clarity
about how this corridor will actually help the
Rohingya. There is also concern that the
corridor could be used by international armed
groups to smuggle weapons into Myanmar and
to other destinations, which will have a spillover
effect on India.

The BNP has been unable to take advantage
of the situation though it criticised the Yunus
government in a major rally on May 28 for
delaying elections. Why is the BNP Acting
Chairman, Tarique Rahman, not returning
to Bangladesh?

SSP: 1 think there are cases against him, which
have not been withdrawn. There are murmurs
within the BNP about why the interim
government has not withdrawn the cases against
Tarigue Rahman yet. He has not been able to
return as the circumstances are not yet
conducive for it. But having said that, since the
fall of the Sheikh Hasina government, the BNP
has been making the right noises about
everything. Despite the absence of Tarique
Rahman from Dhaka for nearly 18 years, senior
leaders of the standing committee have
managed the party very well. There have been
many attempts to weaken and break the party
over the past several years, including after the
interim government took charge, but Tarique
Rahman’s hold over the party remains evident.

The elections will ultimately determine the
future of the BNP, especially the percentage of
votes that the BNP will get and also the extent to
which the Islamist parties will be
accommodated by the voters.

That apart, the National Citizens Party was
launched recently by the advisers who were part
of the interim government under Prof. Yunus.
The BNP has been referring to the NCP as the
‘King’s Party’. So, there is also fear in the BNP
that the interim administration could help the
NCP to win certain seats.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com

Is Bangladesh Slipping into Authoritarianism?

FYT AT HTATTIRAIG Y 3T 96 T 87?

On June 7, on the eve of Eid ul Azha, Chief Adviser to the interim government, Dr.

Muhammad Yunus, addressed the nation on television and promised elections in

April 2026.

7 ST, $€ 3 18T T I HEAT T, HARHA TIFR & AET WAGHN 31. HFFAG Jolq o
Mﬁmwwﬁmmgﬁazozaﬁwmmmﬁml

e He also announced the launch of the ‘July Proclamation’,

initially planned by student

activists to “bury” the Constitution of Bangladesh due to its connection with Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

3egiel ‘SelT§ SGUIOIT & hiat hl 8T BoT T, 518 et T & ST dhrdiehcii3il GaRT
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AT F WIAUTT T “Thet” I & T FNoTell T=1S 1S AT FiTeh R HTer AW FAG

WA TR
e Prof. Yunus stated that this document would contain reform proposals agreed by all
parties to build a welfare-oriented state.

. YoTH = e o g excrdl Weft gl qanT Hedd GUR FEdral ST AT HIIM Aifeh
FITHRT T FHT AT 8 T |

e The announcement of constitutional reforms by the interim government has sparked
concerns about the country’s political direction.

HARA TIHER CIRT WIAETT T 6T SITOT F 2T Y ATl fram 1 e Riare
3T ST IS &

e Some observers fear that democratic progress has come to a halt.
& TAAETRI T ofeTcl & T et Farfa 39 g1 1S B
o What prompted the aggressive tone in Prof. Yunus’s Eid speech?
9. AW & §& HT9OT & ATHhTHS det T HROT 4T YT?
o Prof. Yunus has been under significant pressure, especially after the Army Chief,

General Waker-Uz-Zaman, emphasized that elections must be held by the end of
the year.

9. o7 N 73R gaTa 6T &, FAAY & & ST {1 T @ Seiie ara-390-91 A1 o SR T
o @Ter & 3 T 19 g IR

o Whenever he faces difficulties, he refers to internal and external threats and defeated
forces.

STeT 77 g AT T ATHAT Xl §, 96 IR I aTedt et 3N qufora arwar
garen & g

e« The BNP criticized the speech, expecting only an Eid greeting, but it turned into a
broader political statement.

afueTdY & HIWOT T ITATIAT T, 38 chael Se T YERTHAT Sl 3FeIe A, Afhet a8 Th
SIS STl fcieh AT §af a7

e Prof. Yunus had previously promised elections in December 2025, but now appears to
be extending the interim government’s term.

. o8 o Ug el fawaT 2025 H AT I 1 dTeT ThaT AT, olfshed 37 QAT of9Tell ¢ Toh a8
AR TXHR FT FEFT 761 @ &

Nature of the Current Interim Government

TAATT HARH FIHR HY THfer

o |tis argued that this government is not truly “interim”, as such setups are meant to be
short-term with a clear election mandate, like the 1990 caretaker government with a
90-day limit.

g doh 1T 3T TET & 1 I8 TR aedd & “HaARA” 181 ¢, Fifeh 30 YhR I sTaTUTa
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90 &Y &1 HT fear 137 2|

Currently, this interim government is making constitutional reforms, which is
undemocratic, as such decisions are the domain of an elected government.

AT H, I8 HARA TSR AU TNt I KT &, 3N [ IR-dAdhaia g, F3ife 0
foT feifRa w& R gan forw s anfguy

The scale of reform being pursued is alarming, and the government keeps extending
its tenure.

FuRT ¥ a1 Rt § 3R TER TR 379 FHFTe FT RAFAR W @ L

With the Awami League banned and the BNP dissatisfied, political space is being
filled by parties with questionable agendas.

et offer ox gferaer 3R diwerd) s gl o O, ToTelicie FTe &I Wieaer waist
@1 aTer &all G #RT ST @ &

Will the July Proclamation Replace the 1972 Constitution?
FIT TS SEYUIT 1972 & HiAemeT $ srrg A2

There are signs that the interim government wants to move away from the legacy of
1971 and make July 2024 the starting point of a new political narrative.

Tl & for Aafer TR 1971 Y A & g e § 3N 18 2024 FH1 7T A fas

ITEAT T Y& TeATaAT TGl & |

December 16 (Victory Day) and August (Mujibur Rahman’s assassination) are
historically important, but now July is being highlighted.

16 ferraR (R ) 31K 3T (1 ASha 1 geam) WfaeTRes &9 & Ageaqut €, Afea
379 S[ATE T THEAT &1 T e &

The BNP is also uncomfortable with the July Proclamation as it appears to undermine
Sheikh Hasina’s leadership.

et 8t TS SCEIYOT Y AT 36T & Fifeh I AW FHIAT & AJed FI FHAAN el
aTell il gl 8|

The July Charter may not fully replace the Constitution but could act as a guiding
document to legitimize the interim government until elections.

TS IR HiAuTe 1 ¥ e & el 7g7 en At g Faier TaR FY duar &
Tl GEATAS Sl Hehcll § STe deh ToATd w161 g1 oTid |

It is unclear whether the BNP will support the proclamation, but the interim government
appears ready to implement its agenda over the next 10 months.

g TIST o161 ¢ Toh STTeTUT SHHT THAT HIAY AT LT, olfohed ITARF TIHR 373Tel 10 AT
# 37T TAST AN A & [l IR @ W@ &
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Lack of Clarity on July Proclamation

TS SSHIYOI 9T FISCAT HY FAT

There is currently no clarity about the July Proclamation—neither regarding who is
designing it nor what content it will include. The interim government claims that the
proposed charter is based on a consensus with political parties. However, in the
present political situation, achieving such a consensus seems nearly impossible.
Essentially, all of this is being carried out by an unelected government, which raises
serious concerns.

IIAT H S[ATS SCTYOIT I olehT IS FISEAT A81 6—a1 Al S hieT a1 16T § 3N o1 & saa
FIT M EI9M, SHAT IS TIAT & | AR AIFHR FT G1aT ¢ foh JEATAd AT AT TicTeh
aell T FEHFATA I IR & | ofhet Aisper Teriifas afar 7 0l wgafa e1fde e
AT ITHHG T ¢ | FeIcl: TG TS FO U IR-fAaTRa TR arT 7 o @1 e, S
TR T & v &

Radical religious groups are likely to exploit the situation to gain legitimacy and space
within the political process, even though they are not participating like other major

political parties. Similar trends have previously been observed in Myanmar, and this
could push the country into deeper political turmoil.

Fee tfdte g 3H FEUfa &1 oier 3oTet Terelifara derar 3R T 1eT 818 det
RIRIL LT, STefeh I e Y@ WAl fcieh el hT e YeArdT Ffsham & R =781 o @ 81
T &Y TRGRT Tgel FAAR H SWT SIT FHT 8, 3R Tg U 1 3R 16X ATl Hehe & Gehel
R &

Proposal for a Humanitarian Corridor to Rakhine

@IS 7 ATANT NN HT IE&dT

Prof. Yunus made a strong plea for the establishment of a humanitarian corridor to
assist the people of Rakhine province in Myanmar. He emphasized that such a corridor
must be demilitarised, but raised the question of who would enforce this demilitarised
status—the Bangladesh military or an international force?

W, e & FATAR & TET Wi & AT Y HGRIAT o fAT ek ATraliy HINSK T
Yol T SIRGN dehierdl | egiel A6 X 1GAT foh TAT SIS 3 fadhga gl @1gv,
et Ig FaTer T 33T o 38 e FRUTY &1 oI1e] it Fa—aTTaraer i =1 AT HI1S
HAWTSET FeA?

SSP responded that humanitarian corridors are usually monitored by the United
Nations, and are sometimes demilitarised. However, the Bangladesh Army chief has

objected to any form of international monitoring or enforcement, saying it would be
viewed as a violation of national sovereignty.

SSP & STaTd 2T o AT HIRSR AT : HFF IS¢ SR [FIRTEA H W Sir 8 3R
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o1l srdfrehragrar off fopw ST &1 gretifeh, aemerer Jar wog@ o forely off yen e
HASET IR I Faclal T 39T SIS &, T€ hedd g o 3 TS Hosgem 1

et AT SITTIT|

Bangladesh, a nation that sacrificed many lives for its independence, views
sovereignty as a sacred value. Additionally, there is no certainty that the aid sent
through the corridor will reach only the Rohingya community and not fall into the hands
of armed groups.

SarRer, foree 319eT Faaaar & [T 3ieieh SiIel 97aTs §, 319l Wwagem 1 9fda e Aletar
¢ A1 €1 g AT FET T ST HeheTl Toh 38 HINSR A Al 718 HETIAT shael Nfgaar
HHET T TEfT 3R TET WAHGH o g1 et |

For India, this is a major concern, as there are fears that international armed groups

could misuse this corridor to smuggle weapons into Myanmar and even into other
regions, which may lead to spillover effects within Indian territory.

AR & o Ig ves 918 A 8, Fifeh 3meient § o SaRUsdi Weed WHg 59 ISR dHl
U T Tehl &, Tl FAAR 3 3757 &1 7 gfRAARY & awdt g1 whcht 8, foraeh
WIS R I 37 I8 TohelT ¢

The BNP and the Absence of Tarique Rahman
dftwerdt 3R AR @At $r srequfeafa

Despite organizing a major rally on May 28, where it criticised Prof. Yunus’s
government for delaying elections, the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) has not
been able to take full advantage of the political situation.

28 7S T W, IoH Y WHR T Tardl 7 S & TFelrh a3 Yot it & Fracg, dreerdt
AlSTeT Asteiicieh [EAfel & qoT omst 3o 7 fawher W e

SSP clarified that Tarique Rahman, the acting chairman of BNP, has not returned to
Bangladesh because cases against him remain unresolved. There is some discontent
within the BNP over why these cases have not been withdrawn by the interim
government.

SSP 1 Tuse fohaT foh diuetdt & RS 3eTaT aTRSE AT 37 I TG el Al o
Fifeh 3o Tt ATerer 3731 off difaa 81 vt & R g 3r@div ¢ & 3aia aer
3 T A ATH a9 3T A1 v 81
Even though Tarique Rahman has been away from Dhaka for nearly 18 years, the
senior leadership of the party has managed its affairs well. Over the years, including

under the current interim government, multiple attempts have been made to weaken or
break the party. However, his influence and control over BNP remain strong.

gTelifeh AT IGHT IITST3T 18 auT I 1T I 18X &, UTCT oh JRSS AdTHT of HITS hl TTHT
RE T THTAT &1 vt A, 3R AT T & 37aRFT TR & e, Irét I FAART 7 A F
S JITH U &1 Y 87, a1l ax 3efohr Wit AR FA2r=roT FoTe 51 g3 &
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e Ultimately, the BNP's future will be determined by the election results, including its
vote share and the extent to which the Islamist parties are accommodated by the
electorate.

3T, drwerdt T srfrsey gara aRomAT oY e e, Toras sHenr ae wfaera 3K I8
FEATHY gl T AGIATT GaRT fhd g6 doh TSR fohar ST &, nfAcT §1

Launch of the National Citizens Party (NCP)
AereTer fdoew it (Terid) i qresma

e In arecent development, advisers from the interim government under Prof. Yunus
launched a new political outfit—the National Citizens Party (NCP).

8Tl &1 &, Y. JH o Accd dTell HARHA TIHR & HATGhRI o Ueh 71T ool fcleh ol Y&
fopam — srererer Rréierew 9 (wereid) |

« The BNP has labeled this new party as the ‘King’s Party’, implying that it may receive
special support from the interim administration.

fieadY & 57 A 9l Y [T Y 9P hET &, S Tg ST § o 38 31aRH TR O faew
TS AT GhaT B

e There is a prevailing fear within the BNP that the interim government may manipulate
the elections to help the NCP secure parliamentary seats.

dfuerd & $eR Ig 3MerehT § o TaRHA TR FaAral # JTHT T Fehell § cllfeh Tty 1
g e fSrars s ah|
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IAEA board censures Iran for not
complying with nuclear obligations

The Atomic Energy Organization of Iran and the Foreign Ministry state that Tehran has ‘no choice but to respond to this

political resolution’; U.S. embassy in Jerusalem restricts staff movements due to security concerns amid heightened tensions

Associated Press

Agence France-Presse
VIENNA/WASHINGTON

he UN nuclear
Twatchdog’s board
of governors on

Thursday formally found
that Iran is not complying
with its nuclear obligations
for the first time in 20
years, a move that could
lead to further tensions
and set in motion an effort
to restore UN sanctions on
Tehran later this year.

Iran reacted immediate-
ly, saying it will establish a
new enrichment facility
“in a secure location” and
that “other measures are
also being planned”.

“The Islamic Republic of

Iran has no choice but to
respond to this political re-
solution,” the Iranian Fo-
reign Ministry and the
Atomic Energy Organiza-
tion of Iran said in a joint
statement. U.S. President
Donald Trump previously
warned that Israel or
America could carry out
air strikes targeting Iranian
nuclear facilities if negotia-
tions failed to reach an
agreement — and some
American personnel and
their families have begun
leaving the region over the
tensions, which come
ahead of a new round of
Iran-U.S. talks Sunday in
Oman.

Nineteen countries on
the International Atomic

Tense presence: Armoured vehicles deployed outside the U.S.
embassy building in Baghdad’s Green Zone on Thursday. AFP

Energy Agency’s board,
which represents the agen-
cy’s member nations, vot-
ed for the resolution, ac-
cording to diplomats who
spoke on condition of ano-

nymity to describe the out-
come of the closed-doors
vote. Russia, China and
Burkina Faso opposed it, 11
abstained and two did not
vote.

The resolution was put
forward by France, the
U.K., Germany and the U.S.

Dangerous region
Meanwhile, the U.S. em-
bassy in Jerusalem an-
nounced it was restricting
staff movements after Pre-
sident Donald Trump said
U.S. personnel were being
moved from the potential-
ly “dangerous” West Asia.

“Due to the increased
regional tensions, United
States government em-
ployees and their family
members are restricted
from travel outside the
greater Tel Aviv (area)... Je-
rusalem, and Be’er Sheva
areas until further notice,”
the embassy said.

IAEA Board Censures Iran for Nuclear Non-Compliance

YIHATY] STl T UTelel o I I §I0T Y IAEA <Y garr faar

The UN nuclear watchdog’s board of governors on Thursday formally declared

that Iran is not complying with its nuclear obligations for the first time in 20 years.

HYFA TS TIATY] FATRTAT FEUT A Taeid NS 7 JeaR 1 Al 9 giyom A &
$0e Roer 20 vt & ggell TR 3r9x GATY] ETR¥cal T qrele gt T ET ¢

e This move could lead to further tensions and possibly restoration of UN sanctions on

Tehran later this year.

SH cH U do1d AR 9¢ Fahal § 3N a¥ & 37 7 Qg W TFFa e F yfaae’ iy agrel

shr gfshar & &1 Fehell 81

o Iran immediately responded, announcing plans to build a new enrichment facility “in a
secure location”, and stated that “other measures are also being planned”.

$0 & I TTATohaT & §U ENVoT 1 foh a8 veh “qRI8 TTar” R 7§ Hada gl
T AT 3R gt o “3rea e st st & &7

¢ In ajoint statement, Iran’s Foreign Ministry and the Atomic Energy Organization of
Iran said the country has “no choice but to respond to this political resolution.”
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$UT & TRRT FATer 3R IATI] FSIT WelaeT o HYercT STl H gl Toh 20 o U “FH
TSI YEdTd FT T S & IelaT FIS faheq 187 87|

e U.S. President Donald Trump had earlier warned that air strikes could be carried out
by Israel or the U.S. on Iranian nuclear sites if talks fail.

FART wegufar S1es €0 o Tger Aaras & At [ 3PR aradia fwe gid 8, O goRsa
IT FARFT IR ST GIHATI] FAT T FATS §AA TohT ST Hehl & |

e Amid growing tensions, some American personnel and their families have started
leaving the region, ahead of new Iran-U.S. talks on Sunday in Oman.

TG T1d & A, Fo FAREY FEAAT 31T 3773 TRant 7 Faar F i 7 gt areh
$UT-3rANET ATl F Tgol & BIgAT Y& F AT R

« Nineteen countries on the IAEA board voted in favor of the resolution.

IAEA 918 & 31 &Y 7 3T UEATT F Y&T H AdGH |

¢ Russia, China, and Burkina Faso voted against it; 11 countries abstained and 2 did
not vote.

o, e, 3R ke Gt o AR & Aaere R, Sefe 11 Suf o FAaee & 9w frar
3R 2 Aait F AT 7€ fa)
e The resolution was introduced by France, the U.K., Germany, and the U.S.
Ig TEATd Wi, 3., STttt 3R WgFaT T IARET Zarr aer foham arm 2|
o U.S. Embassy Restricts Staff Movements in Jerusalem
IATHAH A AN GATEAH A TTH Y ITaTSITE T NF T3S

e The U.S. Embassy in Jerusalem announced movement restrictions for its
employees and their families, citing security concerns.

SFeaeH TP IARFT qarare o gaT Ransit & weid e FARat 3K 3a% aRart i
HTATSATET I TTASE STeTTad T TOTT 6T |

o Staff are restricted from traveling outside the Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, and Be’er Sheva
areas until further notice.

FHHATRAT T Aol AT, AETAH, 3T SIT AT 833 T TET AT FIA W dF g QRTIAT §,
STe eh foh 37aTell e o 317
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Thousands join rally in Georgia after
activist jailed over pro-Europe protest

fommmmemmmemcemmme—————-

1GS Paper Il

Agence France-Presse
TBILISI

Thousands rallied on
Thursday in Georgia after a
youth activist was jailed for
four and a half years for as-
saulting police during pro-
Europe protests as authori-
ties intensify a crackdown
on dissent.

Georgia has been in pol-
itical turmoil since disput-
ed parliamentary elections
in October triggered prot-
ests against what demon-
strators call the govern-
ment’s authoritarian drift
in favour of Russia and
against the European
Union.

WEFICHT
WE RESIST

Civic unrest: Georgian Opposition supporters rally in downtown
Thilisi on May 26, Georgia’s Independence Day. AFP

Thilisi city court con-
victed 21-year-old musician
and activist Mate Devidze
of assaulting police with a
stick on November 19 as of-
ficers dispersed an anti-go-

vernment rally.

Later on Thursday, sev-
eral thousand protesters
marched through the
streets of Thilisi chanting
“Freedom to Mate!” before

setting up camps at a key
intersection in the Geor-
gian capital.

Mr. Devidze, who had
denied wrongdoing, said
he had been participating
in the protests “to peace-
fully express opposition to
[Georgia’s] straying from
the EU course”.

He accused the judge of
carrying out government
“orders” and left the court
without  hearing the
verdict.

The sentencing follows
a wave of arrests and trials
targeting Opposition lead-
ers and activists, with
more verdicts expected in
the coming weeks.

Thousands Join Rally in Georgia After Activist Jailed Over
Pro-Europe Protest

TUT FASF e F dFT ST h PREART & a1g SAforar J
g9 St o Lol Aeprelt

Thousands of people rallied on Thursday in Georgia after a youth activist was
sentenced to four and a half years in prison for assaulting police during pro-

Europe protests.

TR HY ST A FART AT FeleT fFar 99 v a1 Friwat H AT Fads geeial
¥ aR1eT IfA W gHeT T F IRT A IR FTT B A T FAT FoI1$ TS

o Authorities are intensifying a crackdown on dissent, leading to widespread anger.
AR eaRT AT 9T F3 HRATS A 31 @7 8, T cargen 3mhrr thel W@l

e Georgia has been in political turmoil since the October parliamentary elections,
which were marred by disputes and led to protests against the government’s
authoritarian drift.

SiTforaT  IFEa A §U AW A4l & S § Tfeilfereh Hhe ST &, S et & farg
3R AHR ¥ Ferarer 99 & e Te2i gul
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e Protesters accuse the government of moving closer to Russia and away from the
European Union.

YETRIRAT T IR § B TIPR T & Hla o7 W & 3R O 79 @ g7 8 @ 2

o Thilisi city court convicted 21-year-old musician and activist Mate Devidze for
assaulting police with a stick on November 19, during an anti-government rally.

feafard ergx &Y srgrera & 21 adify Fehiasr 3R FiFaT 73 3 1 19 AgaT =
TR faeft Yt & aRrer amd @ gfere ox gorer FXa & 3R 7 &1 s

o Later on Thursday, several thousand protesters marched through the streets of
Thilisi, chanting “Freedom to Mate!”, and set up camps at a major intersection.

TFEAR T TG H FART TGl o feafadl T asent o A fehrer, "ATQ i 3ramen”
& AR T, 3R Teh F&T TRIE 7= 37T 31|

e« Mate Devidze denied any wrongdoing and said he joined the protest to peacefully
express opposition to Georgia’s departure from the EU course.

AT 3Tt ¥ TR ofY I T T SR fohaT 3R T b Segie anfarget adies & e
ST & o geeieT 7 1T fora, Frdifen SAtforar i AT & $ew W@ f

e He accused the judge of following government orders and left the courtroom without
hearing the verdict.

3egieT ST TR ENHRY 32T FT ITAT FH¥et &l R o2 AR e ot e srgrera ol

arl

e The sentencing comes amid a wave of arrests and trials targeting opposition leaders
and activists, with more verdicts expected in the coming weeks.

Ig ol Faeft Aamait 3R Frdwas w1 e et A o @) fRwaiat sk gaeat @
AT & &1 3TS &, 3R 3mamet gral 7 3 haer 3mer iy wermaan 21

Reuters
BANGKOK

A Chinese-backed militia is
protecting new rare
mines in eastern Myanmar,
according to four people
familiar with the matter, as
Beijing moves to secure
control of the minerals it is
wielding as a bargaining
chip in its trade war with
Washington.

China has a near-mono-
poly over the processing of
heavy rare earths into mag-
nets that power critical
goods like wind turbines,
devices and elec-
tric vehicles. But Beijing is
heavily reliant on Myan-
mar for the rare earth me-
tals and oxides needed to
produce them: the war-
torn country was the
source of nearly half those
imports in the first four

Address
id :

months of this year, Chi-
nese customs data show.
Beijing’s access to fresh
stockpiles of minerals like
dysprosium and terbium
has been throttled recently
after a major mining belt in
Myanmar's north was ta-
ken over by an armed
group battling the South-
east Asian country’s junta,
which Beijing supports.
Now the hillsides of
Shan state in eastern Myan-
mar, Chinese miners are
opening new deposits for
extraction, according to
two of the sources. At least
100 people are working
day-to-night shifts excavat-
ing hillsides and extracting
minerals. Two other resi
dents of the area said they
had witnessed trucks car-
rying material from the
mines, between the towns
of Mong Hsat and Mong

Yun, toward the Chinese
border some 200km away.

UWSA’s protection

The mines operate under
the protection of the Unit-
ed Wa State Army, sources
said.

The UWSA, which is
among the biggest armed
groups in Shan state, also
controls one of the world'’s
largest tin mines. It has
long-standing commercial
and military links with Chi-
na, according to the U.S.
Institute of Peace, a con-
flict resolution non-profit.

University of Manches-
ter lecturer Patrick Mee-
han, who has closely stu-
died Myanmar’s rare earth
industry and reviewed sa-
imagery of the Shan
id the “mid-large
size” sites appeared to be
the first significant facili-

? 3
Under watch: United Wa State Army soldiers march in Pansang, Wa

A

territory in northeast Myanmar. FILE PHOTO

ties in the country outside
the Kachin region in the
north.

“There is a whole belt of
rare earths that goes down
through Kachin, through
Shan, parts of Laos,” he
said.

China's Foreign Ministry
said in response to Reuters'
questions that Chinese

firms operating abroad are
required to “abide by local
laws and regulations and
actively fulfill their social
responsibilities.”

Access to rare earths is
increasingly important to
Beijing, which tightened
restrictions on its exports
of metals and magnets af-
ter U.S. President Donald

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

Trump resumed his trade
war with China this year.
While China appears to
have recently approved
and Mr.
gmalled pro
gress in resolving the dis-
pute, the move has upend-
ed global supply chains
central to automakers, ae-

rospace  manufacturers
and semiconductor
companies.

The price of terbium ox-
ide has jumped by over
27% across the last six

zh: als

Market
sium oxide prices
fluctuated sharply, rising
around 1% during the same
period.

Chinese influence

A prominent circular clear-
ing first appears in the for-
ested hills of shan state,

some 30 km away from the
thai border, in april 2023,
according to the satellite
images reviewed by
Reuters.

By February 2025
shortly after the Kachin
mines suspended work -
the site housed over a do-
zen leaching pools, which
are ponds typi
extrac
the

Six km away, across the
Kok river, another forest
clearing was captured in
s imagery from May
ithin a year, it had

transformed into a facility
with 20 leaching pools.
Minerals analyst David
Merriman said the infras-
tructure at the Shan mines,
as well as observable ero-
sion |

rels to the topogra-
icated that the fa-
“have been

producing for a little bit
already.”

Atleast one of the mines
is run by a Chinese compa-
ny, according to the two
mine workers and two
members of the Shan Hu-
man Rights Foundation, an
advocacy group.

The use of Chinese op-
erators in the Shan mines
and transportation of the
output to China mirrors a
similar system in Kachin,

where entire hillsides
stand scarred by leaching
pools.

Chinese mining firms
can produce heavy rare
earth oxides in low-cost
and loosely regulated
Myanmar seven times
cheaper than in other re-
gions with similar deposits,
said Neha Mukherjee of
London-based Benchmark
Mineral Intelligence.
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China-backed Militia Secures Control of New Rare Earth
Mines in Myanmar

AR & A gafda AR a 3 3R 35 @eEt W [gaor
T

A Chinese-backed militia is now protecting new rare earth mines in eastern
Myanmar, as Beijing moves to secure its control over critical minerals amid a
trade war with Washington.

dter g AR e F=eR & qdf &t 7 715 WX e geet A grEn w @,
F1feh difSier IARHT & WY Tl I AR Je¥ & T Agea ol @it T fag=or wnfda
FI Y PN FT @RI

China holds a near-monopoly in processing heavy rare earths into magnets, which
are used in wind turbines, medical devices, and electric vehicles.

et o ITe $ TAT 31 T AT H Teolel hT TThAT TR M THAFR g, TSieTeht 3TTT
qad caigal, Rfhcar 3uwion 3R safFes agal & giar g

o However, Beijing depends heavily on Myanmar for the rare earth metals and oxides
needed for this process.

gretifen, ST =1 5@ Ufshar & forw 3maees T 3rd argat 3R sifFasst & fov =R
W 31 IR @ ggar &

¢ In the first four months of this year, Myanmar supplied nearly half of China's rare
earth imports, according to Chinese customs data.

$H 99 & Ygol IR AT H FAAR o T T [ 372 31arer &7 erarerer 3mer e sl
T, <elt H1T e st & 3TaR|

e Access to these minerals was disrupted after a major mining belt in northern
Myanmar was seized by an armed group fighting the junta, which Beijing supports.

31 Wil I IET I 1O 81 31 S FITAR & 3} A [ U 9o[@ @eiof 839 W {7
ATHA T 5 ¢ Th WAET HHE o ool & TordT, Tordt fifier gadst i g

e Now, Chinese miners are opening new deposits in the hillsides of Shan State, in
eastern Myanmar, according to two sources.

39, A & @i FAR & 7df ey & o To7 H g1 7 7€ @ee @ @ E, A
Hil & 3HeTaR |

o At least 100 workers are engaged in day-to-night shifts to excavate hillsides and
extract rare earth minerals.

HH U FHH 100 #fAF ReT-Tra i Rrwek 7 1 2 @ § aifer wgif3al i gars 1 W ard
gfarst [Feprel ST T |
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Two residents confirmed seeing trucks transporting material from the mines between
Mong Hsat and Mong Yun, toward the Chinese border, around 200 km away.

el T a1t & S o Segiel Wetel A & ST Tl 1 AT goe 3R Alr I &
sty =il WA Y 3R ST T, S eferster 200 A gT &

UWSA'’s Protection
IS UHT Y &l A Gelel FIA

The mines operate under the protection of the United Wa State Army (UWSA),
according to sources.

A & 3TAR, A WaTT JATEes a1 Ree AT (geequan) H geaw 7 Harfod & W E
The UWSA is one of the largest armed groups in Shan State and also controls one of
the world’s biggest tin mines.

IEeeUHT, ATA ASH T Teh HaW T3T AT FHE ¢ 3R I8 gfaar 1 wa@ 7Y et @emt
#H J v W &t =0T e ¥

It has long-standing military and commercial ties with China, as noted by the U.S.
Institute of Peace.

3% T F Y 7S FAT ¥ V7 3R AawlRs gawy g, S i gua sedege e i
CCINERIRIEIRIN
University of Manchester lecturer Patrick Meehan, who studied Myanmar’s rare

earth industry, said the mid-to-large-sized sites in Shan seem to be the first major
facilities outside the Kachin region.

AaA¥eT freafdgarey & yrearaes ifeew e, gl 7R & TR 308 35T &1
ICTTT fRAT &, o T foF U1 ToT H ALYH ¥ 92 3TFR HY A1SE HIfAT 837 & I1gT Y
qgell 931 GRAUTT el gl g

He added that there is a belt of rare earths stretching from Kachin, through Shan, into
parts of Laos.

3egiel el foh FIfAeT & Y& BYFT AT AR 13w F Fo fwal oo W ard wlast froe
T e el 55 ¢

China's Growing Role in Myanmar Rare Earth Mining

FIAR 7 TR 374 @ 7 e S qedt ofaa

China’s Foreign Ministry stated that Chinese firms operating abroad must “abide by
local laws and regulations” and “fulfil their social responsibilities.”

et & Fager #ATer =1 &gl o Tadei 7 &1 &< @ At Fafaat & e FeEr 3
fagAt F1 grera Her aifev 3R 39 FrAfors FAgRat # Ao ol

Beijing’s access to rare earths is becoming increasingly important, especially after
U.S. President Donald Trump resumed his trade war with China this year.
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S & T W 3rd 7 g R-yfafest wgcayqer gt o W@ §, e o1 & IR
Tregafer SXTes €9 o 58 a¥ et & |1y AR Jau O & Y |

e Inresponse, China tightened export restrictions on metals and magnets, disrupting
international supply chains.

58 Sare A, et & argHt IR Ave F fata | e wfaser oo, Sraw dRaw amgfet
HEETE FHTTA g3 |
e Although China has recently approved more exports and Mr. Trump has indicated

progress in the dispute, the situation has upended global supply chains vital to
automotive, aerospace, and semiconductor industries.

glefifen diet o gTer 81 # ey #r 3t Al &1 § 3N <9 & faare & qamens & gerfa &
Tohd fu &, R o 50 Rufa o sireitamsd, veeaw 3R aefissaet sgn 1 dRaw
JTqfel AEensit F AT X AT B

e The price of terbium oxide has risen by over 27% in the past six months, according to
Shanghai Metals Market data.

ETS AT ATHE & sl & AR, LT HFATES H FAd oo 6 AT 7 27% &
fOF 96 TS B

o Dysprosium oxide prices have fluctuated but still rose by around 1% during the same
period.

BRI 3itFarss 1 HAar J§ SaR-TSE 3T 8, Afha 38 3/afer 7 T 1% Y
gefer gt & IS B

Chinese Presence in Shan State Mines

T T Y @eraT A s 3afeufa

e In April 2023, a prominent circular clearing appeared in the forested hills of Shan
State, about 30 km from the Thai border, as per satellite images.

3rier 2023 3, AT T Y IATESIRA TSI F Uk W@ JT @it &7 TG@rs o, S
AT HiAT § warstar 30 faft o B, 3vare el & 3rgaw|

o By February 2025, after Kachin mines halted operations, this site had developed over
a dozen leaching pools—used to extract heavy rare earths, as seen in satellite data.

HIEL 2025 Tk, ST HITAT T AT o H1H Uk AT AT, 37 &7 7 T goret & 310+
shﬁﬁqyaﬂgésﬁ,aﬁaﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁm%ﬁmwwmﬁéw%m%ﬁﬁ

Tl ToiaT &

e Another forest clearing located 6 km away, across the Kok river, was visible in May
2024. Within a year, it became a site with 20 leaching pools.

Teh R FeT &1 T HATHHIOT ST ik AT & 37 IR 6 et g7 o1, 7 2024 # @m a7

Teh HTol 3 g 20 AT qer aTell el &7 17|

o At least one of the mines is operated by a Chinese company, confirmed by two mine
workers and two members of the Shan Human Rights Foundation.
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3R e AR WIS & &Y &t o FI|

e The use of Chinese operators and the transportation of output to China in Shan
resembles the same system used in Kachin, where hillsides were damaged by
leaching pools.

oTeT 3 <elt FETerR! HT 3TAT IR WiAST Fr deT FY gar$ 38 YOSl F FAT g A FfAT
# 3rqeTré 1€ ofY, STET SRR gt o wEIf3 it T Sfhare ggar|
« Chinese companies can extract heavy rare earth oxides in Myanmar at seven times

lower cost than in other regulated regions with similar deposits, said Neha Mukherjee
of Benchmark Mineral Intelligence.

oo e sl &1 weT Al & e, el Fufaar F=mr 7 9 W oy
HTFATSS T WA AT FH AT TR TSRV Y el &, STaTeh 3= &1 7 JET Tfsha
31 Agaf 3R Aaeey a1 81

Signs of Industrial Activity in Shan Region
et 8 3 it ARt & w¥a

e Minerals analyst David Merriman observed that the infrastructure and visible
erosion in the Shan mines indicate that these are significant-scale facilities.

i fedys 3fas ANwa =1 o T anet i @t # Al gfAard e 3k geFr sravear
O Il T § o I FAgeaqor Yt i st 2|

GS Paper I1I: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. Al flight with 242 on board crashes in Ahmedabad
JgHAGIETG A 242 AT Tl TAT 31341 Ry=ATeT Geleamarea

2. Retail Inflation Eases to Six-Year Low of 2.8% in May
HS A G AZIS B ATl & e Ta0 2.8% T

3. Study Finds How Genes Influence Symptoms of Mental
Disorders
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HEITA H URIT 31T % FA ST AATAF [TFRT &F 8701 1

yanfad sa &

4. May Was the World’s Second Warmest on Record, EU
Scientists Say

$g A=Al & HTUR, A7E TET GfAAT T GHU TR I HhaT
ReE

5. Science Behind Right AC Temperature
! THY arA & NS &1 faae

6. Reclaiming the Golden Hour: How technology can help
beat traffic and save lives

Mo AT Y GAUITC: FH Theilh ¢itheh I AT GHT SiaeT

T Wbl &

7. A Good Fix: Measures to Curb Agent, Bot Booking on
IRCTC

UH HooT YUN: FEIRAEH o1 Toiel A afe gfrer A1
Ukt & 3UT

8. Urbanisation and the Challenge of Ideal Transit
Solutions

ergdiaor X e gifore ATt #r gt
9. Moody’s Downgrade and U.S. Fiscal Reality

A 1 33 AR AR Fr T areafawar
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Al flight with 242 on board crashes in Ahmedabad

Several casualties feared on the ground
with official count of those killed awaited

London-bound Boeing 787 aircraft crashes
into medical college complex after take-off

Pilot issues ‘Mayday’ alert soon after
take-off, goes silent before the crash

QQ The tragedy in
Ahmedabad has
scunned and saddened
us. Itis heartbreaking

One passenger survives miraculously;
he was identified as a British national

agriti Chandra
AHMEDABAD

Rupani’s trip to meet his
family in UK. turns fatal

Air India flight Al-171
crashed shortly after taking off
from the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport at 1:38 p.m.

Tragedy

on take-off

n Air India flight
Afron\ Ahmedabad
to London, carry-

ing 230 passengers and 12
crew members, crashed
shortly after take-off on
Thursday afternoon. A to-
wering plume of smoke
was visible from afar fol-

ed into a medical college
hostel five kilometres from
the airport as students
were gathered for lunch.

Barring one passenger
who survived miraculous-
Iy, no one aboard the air-
craft could be rescued.

The Boeing 787-8 air-
craft took off from Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional Airport in Ahmed:
bad at 1.38 p.m and was
headed to Gatwick Airport
in London. Immediately af-
ter take-off, it crashed in
the residential area of
Meghani Nagar.

Fast turn of events
According to CCTV footage
captured by the CISF, the
aircraft crashed under 40
seconds of being airborne.
The aircraft was steered by
pilot-in-command ~ Sumit
Sabharwal and co-pilot
Clive Kunder. Government
sources said the pilots gave
a ‘Mayday’ call immediate-
ly after take-off, signalling
a life-threatening emergen-
cy, but did not respond to
subsequent calls made by
the airport traffic control.
According to Air India,
of the 230 passengers, 169

onThursday

The crash marks the first deadly incident involving
an aircraft from the Boeing 787 Dreamliner series

Passengers in Al 171

beyond words

Prime Minister

NARENDRA MODI

1 Canadian Emergency response team at
7Portuguese PHOTOS: VLJAY SONEJI

53 Britons

n
4LOOOnous
The aircraft that crashed
on Thursday was nearly
12 years old with more
that 41,000 hours of
flying time

were Indians, 53 British,
and seven Portuguese. One
was Canadian.

Former Gujarat Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani was
among the dead.

Thursday’s crash is the
first involving a variant of
the Boeing 787 Dreamliner
series.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, who met the
sole survivor of the crash
in hospital, said none of
the other people on board
could be saved. “Due to the
huge amount of fuel at 1.25
lakh litres and high tem-
perature from the explo-
sion, no one could be res-

Ithad its first flight in
December 2013 and was
delivered to Air India in
January
2014

2,598 Drearnliners have been ordered by
more than 83 airlines around the world

12 months

Fatal flight: The
tail of the Air
India flight 171
protruding out
of the hostel
mess of B.J.
Medical College
in Ahmedabad on
Thursday

cued,” he said. The Press
Trust of India identified
the survivor as Viswashku-
mar Ramesh, a U.K. citizen
travelling in the All seat of
the aircraft, heading to
London with his brother.

Mr. Shah said that the
process of retrieving bo-
dies was almost complete,
and that the official death
toll would be released after
DNA samples are matched
and all bodies are
identified.

The search was also on
for the aircraft’s black box
for clues to understand
what happened in the last
crucial moments of flight.

he alrcraft had almost

takeoffs and landings,
ncluding some
700 cycles in the past

As many as 265 bodies
were brought to civil hospi-
tal in Ahmedabad, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
Kanan Desai told pressper-
sons, suggesting that 24 pe-
ople on the ground were
killed in the crash.

Air India and Tata Sons
Chairman N. Chandraseka-
ran said the Tata Group
would provide 21 crore to
the families of each person
who lost their life in the
tragedy.

Air India is also organis-
ing two relief flights, one
each from Delhi and Mum-
bai, to Ahmedabad for the
next of kin of passengers

thesite of the crash on Thursday.

and Air India staff.

Air India CEO Campbell
Wilson said the airline was
actively working with rele-
vant authorities on the
emergency response and a
special team of caregivers
was being despatched to
Ahmedabad to provide ad-
ditional support.

PM in Ahmedabad

“We will also cover the
medical expenses of those
injured and ensure that
they receive all necessary
care and support. Addi-
tionally, we will provide
support in the building up
of the B.J. Medical’'s hos-

tel,” an official statement
said.

Shortly after the crash,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke to Union Minis-
ter of Civil Aviation Ram-
mohan  Naidu, who
reached the accident site
in the evening.

Investigating teams
from the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation and
the Aircraft Accidents In-
vestigation Bureau also ar-
rived in Ahmedabad later
in the day.

(With PTI inputs)

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES5&6

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Former Gujarat Chief Mi-
nister Vijay Rupani, 69,
was among those who
perished in the crash of
Air India flight AI-171, Un-
ion Jal Shakti Minis-

ter C.R. Paatil
confirmed on

Thursday.
The Union
Minister ~ de-
scribed  the
loss as one
“deeply

felt by

the

BJP family”. Rupani, who
held the post of Chief Mi-
nister of Gujarat between
2016 and 2021 in two
terms before being re-
placed by the current
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel, was en route to Lon-
don to join his wife and
other members of his
family.

Mr. Rupani de-
clared his retire-
ment from electoral
politics just before
the 2022 election.

FULL REPORT ON
PAGE 5

At least 5 MBBS students
killed, says medical body

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

At least five MBBS stu-
dents, one PG resident
doctor and the wife of a su-
perspecialist doctor of the
B.J. Medical College in Ah-
medabad were killed and
over 60 medical students
injured Air India plane
crashed into after residen-
tial quarters of the BJ Med-
ical college on Thursday,
the Federation of All India
Medical Association said.
Over 100 MBBS students
were having lunch in the

Rescue efforts ongoing at the
crash site. VIJAY SONEJ!

mess when the flight
crashed into the building.

STUDENTS MISSING
»PAGES

Al flight with 242 on board crashes in Ahmedabad
IEACIETG A 242 AITAAT el TR 33T FaATer gefeamarea

A London-bound Air India flight from Ahmedabad, carrying 230 passengers and
12 crew members, crashed shortly after take-off on Thursday afternoon.

HEHCIEIG W oigsT AT W@ TIT 51391 Y 33, Fowat 230 I ik 12 are e e F aeET 4,
TFAR SIET 3T 8 F A a1G GUEATIEd 81 TS|

o The aircraft crashed into a medical college hostel complex, five kilometres from the
airport, where students were gathered for lunch.

fIoTeT gaT$ 3132 A uia Rraleliex T v AT Ficker gieed TRE 7 QU & Ao &
ghuer st i sufeyfa & Orr)

A massive explosion followed the crash, and a towering plume of smoke was visible
from afar.

gEIEHT & SE T FIEPIe g3 3N YU HT 0 9271 @R g3 A s &

e Only one passenger survived the crash miraculously; the rest on board could not be
rescued.

$U GHICe H hael U I THHING T @ 96T, [9A7T F arehr H1$ off F=mm &t oI q|
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o The Boeing 787-8 aircraft took off from Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International
Airport at 1.38 p.m. and crashed in Meghani Nagar, a residential area.

I SIger 787-8 fAAT o E1UET 1:38 a9 AIGR ToAHHATS Yol AW §aT§ 3733 § 3377
3R 3R AErH TR F Reraeht somsd 7 greaored g3l

Fast turn of events

et &1 fig afa

e According to CCTV footage by CISF, the aircraft crashed within 40 seconds of being
airborne.

CISF Z@RT gree Wi $T & 3TaR, faAT ga1 7 357 & Faer 40 s F i
qHEHIE &1 91|

e The aircraft was piloted by Sumit Sabharwal (pilot-in-command) and Clive Kunder (co-
pilot).
faaTe & @ grRree gRAT werare 3R Hg-9rIae FA8d Fe] U

e The pilots issued a ‘Mayday’ call immmediately after take-off, indicating a life-
threatening emergency, but did not respond to further communication.

33Tl ¥R & T 918 UrIelel of ‘A’ Fier &, ST o SAteverar Jmmarer feufer s depet o,
Afhet 39 a1g S gfafsar st &Rt

Passenger details
TIgt #1 R{avor

o Of the 230 passengers, 169 were Indians, 53 British, 7 Portuguese, and 1 Canadian.
230 FAAT 7 @ 169 s, 53 fafeer, 7 goamel, 31} 1 Ferrsts AR A
o Former Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani was among the deceased.

IR F & AEIHA! faar waroft it Fyai & anfarer

Aircraft details and significance

f#ATeT =71 fgavor 3k AgeT

o This is the first crash involving a Boeing 787 Dreamliner variant.

Ig SIS 787 AT HEHIUT Y Ggall GHeT o |

Rescue efforts and statements

9919 F1 3 T

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah visited the sole survivor in the hospital and stated that
no one else could be saved due to 1.25 lakh litres of fuel and the intense heat from
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the explosion.

FErT g FAAL ATAT A A T F AT T AT F FATRI b1 3 AT o6 1.25
T i §ue 3K faewie Y srcafers 7t & wror RIS 3R 7E a=may s g

 The survivor was identified as Viswashkumar Ramesh, a U.K. citizen, seated on
A11, who was travelling to London with his brother.

o I Y TEET fARATIFHAR T & T A g3, S L. AR & INAN AT WIS 3,
379 TS & ATY dged ST @

¢ Mr. Shah said that retrieval of bodies was almost complete, and the official death toll
would be released after DNA matching and identification.

AT 2Tg o gt for erat dr et srersrer g 8Y a1$ ¥ 3R Srwere fAeet ik ggwe F 91
i Alat &1 3T TR T SITwaT|

o Authorities are still searching for the black box to understand the final moments before
the crash.

TR 378 8fY seler afara Y Teer Y @ § AlMh GHesT & Tgat & HTsT &T0I T ST
IEERED

Post-Crash Developments and Relief Efforts

gl & 15 Y TeAT X TEd TA

e As many as 265 bodies were brought to Civil Hospital in Ahmedabad, according to
Deputy Commissioner of Police Kanan Desai, indicating that 24 people on the
ground were killed in the crash.

39 e AT FIA SIS o AR, HEHATETE ATl FTdTer H Fof 265 AT AT
T, S 7 a2t § & geiea & grafter aX 24 |l i Al g3

e AirIndia and Tata Sons Chairman N. Chandrasekaran announced that the Tata
Group would provide %1 crore to the families of each deceased person in the tragedy.

R 37337 3R <1eT ¥ & AT ot T o 'hvor i erer gy su THd A AR
T YA giFd & IRAR F T1 FU3 FH TgIdr I}

e Air India is also organising two relief flights, one each from Delhi and Mumbai to
Ahmedabad, for the next of kin of passengers and Air India staff.

T $3ar Rl 3 {aE @ srgeramaTg & T & U 33T T IS A QT 8, S
AT 3R vAT 33T AR & gReret o argaf)
o AirIndia CEO Campbell Wilson stated that the airline was actively coordinating with

relevant authorities for the emergency response, and a special team of caregivers
was being sent to Ahmedabad for additional support.

TR 3T & W Fude Rewa o garar o TS marasrens gfafkar & fow
gefad 3Rl & a1y fFT ¥ F TH-aT X Wl & 3R wfaRed ggrar s fow
SEATAFHATHT Y T AT OF 3rgAEE A T E &
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PM’s Visit and Government Measures

FeTeTaE) Y 91T 3 Y 3U

¢ An official statement said that the government would cover the medical expenses of
those injured and ensure they receive all necessary care and support.

Teh ARG AT H gl 3T Toh TR Ul & FATST T T dged HIN AR Tg
giafRed el o 3% waft amaeas dwanmer 3tk werar A

e The government would also support the rebuilding of the B.J. Medical’s hostel, which
was affected in the crash.

TR .. AT Ficrer F ghece F TATAATT H 3 AT YaTel M, ST geear #
craqﬁ?rgam

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi, shortly after the crash, spoke to Union Civil Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu, who visited the crash site in the evening.

TUTAHA g AN 5 GHTHT o Tl J16 Fard ARTRE 3Z5UeT HAl THAANG oA14g I Tl
ST AT Y FHEARFI S T T |
Investigation Begins
ST Y TIHTA
¢ Investigating teams from the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) and the

Aircraft Accidents Investigation Bureau arrived in Ahmedabad later in the day to
begin the investigation.

ANR fa#ATae AgfadArery (DGCA) 3R AT geear sira s 1 oira &t o 3¢ e a1
# IgHCEG qgqu{ ST L Y|
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Retail inflation eases to
51x-year low of 2.8% in May

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

India’s retail inflation
eased to a 75-month low of
2.8% in May 2025, driven
downwards by falling food
inflation, according to data
released on Thursday. In-
flation as measured by the
Consumer Price Index was
last lower than this in Fe-
bruary 2019.

Overall, retail inflation
has averaged 2.99% in
202526 — based on the
two months of data availa-
ble — the lowest average for
the first two months of a fi-
nancial year since 2017-18.

Inflation in the food and
beverages category eased
to 1.5% in May 2025, down
from 2.1% in April. This
marks the seventh consec-
utive month of slowing
food inflation.

Likely pause in rate cuts
“Deflation in key compo-
nents such as vegetables,
pulses, spices, and meat
contributed to this de-
cline,” said Rajani Sinha,
Chief Economist at Ca-
reEdge Ratings. “However,
double-digit inflation in ed-
ible oils and fruits partially
offset the broader modera-
tion.”

Economists say that the

Price ease

Drop in food prices slowed India’s annual retail
inflation to 2.82% in May, the lowest since Feb. 2019

8

6

2

0 Jan. 2019

April 2025

substantial easing of infla-
tion and the RBI’s recent
interest rate cuts mean the
central bank will likely
pause further rate cuts in
the short term.

“While the overall infla-
tion trajectory is expected
to remain benign, the re-
cent frontloaded policy ac-
tions and the guidance of
limited room for incremen-
tal easing suggests a pro-
longed pause for now, with
further actions being high-
ly data dependent,” said
Upasna Bhardwaj, Chief
Economist at Kotak Mahin-
dra Bank.

Vegetable prices con-
tracted 13.7% in May 2025,
pulses prices contracted
8.2%, inflation in spices
contracted 2.8%, and meat
prices contracted 0.4%.

Ms. Sinha added that

Source: CMIE

the persistent rise in edible
oil prices remains a con-
cern, driven by a contrac-
tion in oilseed sowing, ris-
ing global prices, and
India’s dependence on im-
ports in this segment.
“The government’s recent
move to reduce the basic
customs duty on imported
crude edible oils from 20%
to 10% is expected to offer
some relief going forward.”

Inflation in the paan, to-
bacco, and other intoxi-
cants category quickened
marginally to 2.4% in May
from 2.1% in April.

Similarly, inflation in the
housing segment inched
up to 3.2% in May from
3.1% in April. Inflation in
the clothing and footwear
category remained exactly
the same in May as it was in
April, at 2.67%.

faeiar a¥ i qreana # wa@ w4 aa &

o Food and beverages inflation dropped to 1.5% in May 2025, down from 2.1% in April,
marking the seventh consecutive month of declining food inflation.

ey 31X 9 geraf & A A7E 2025 H TTH 1.5% @

Retail Inflation Eases to
Six-Year Low of 2.8% in
May

HE # YT ANTE BF WA &
raa T 2.8% W

o India’s retail inflation fell to a 75-
month low of 2.8% in May 2025,
primarily due to falling food inflation, as
per data released on Thursday.

HI T GeIT A A 2025 F Th
2.8% X 3T TS, it 75 AT FT o gATH
T &, ST HET HRUT W HEIS A
frrae B, I8 SR AR T SR JHiehst
e

. The Consumer Price Index (CPI)
was last lower than this in February
2019.

IUHIFAT Hed aH1F (CPI) SHY Tgel
B 2019 H 3T FHH gof TohdT IAT 27|

. The average retail inflation for
2025-26 based on the first two months is
2.99%, which is the lowest average for
the beginning of a financial year since
2017-18.

2025-26 & Tgl At AT 7 it el
HEIE 2.99% &1, ST 2017-18 & §T¢, fohar

IS, S 3T H 2.1% A, Tg

e ST AT & o e FETS 3 e ook B S|

Deflation in Key Food Items

HET Wiy a3 # frrae

o Vegetable prices fell by 13.7%, pulses by 8.2%, spices by 2.8%, and meat by 0.4% in
May 2025.
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#AE 2025 7 AfeTTat & S F 13.7%, aTell & 8.2%, AATAT 7 2.8%, 31 AT 7 0.4% Fr
fiRTae got Fr ars|

o Chief Economist at CareEdge Ratings, Rajani Sinha, stated that deflation in these
categories contributed to the decline. However, double-digit inflation in edible oils and
fruits partly offset the moderation.

Faust Wew A 7ET s Tt RieeT 7 Tt o 51 awat 7 wedt wEs ¥ F
faRTae # #HAeg AN, grefifsh @i ddl 3R wal & aleX ! T A A 38 TS g4 D
FAAR |

e« Therise in edible oil prices remains a concern, driven by low oilseed sowing, rising
global prices, and India’s dependence on imports.

WieF el 1 HrAdl A Faf AT 1 v 50 £ &, ST FROT A et 1 FA 4T,
s Frwral 7 geftr, 3R ImaTa W HRa Hi fsRar g

e The government’s recent move to cut basic customs duty on imported crude edible
oils from 20% to 10% is expected to provide relief.

TIRR o gl & & A e @iy el W A HIAT Yok FT 20% & G 10% FT
o &, Sraw ed Ares f 37Ag §

Implications for RBI and Rate Policy
RBI 3R sarer & Afd @ 3@’

« Economists believe that due to the substantial drop in inflation and the RBI’s recent
rate cuts, there may be a pause in further cuts in the short term.

refen iRt 1 AT § 3 A 7 sy P 31k RBI @R g1 # Y 1§ s &0 A

Fetd) & FROT 3ETell Felfadl o Reergrer AF o971 Goha B

e Upasna Bhardwaj, Chief Economist at Kotak Mahindra Bank, stated that further
policy action will depend on upcoming data, and the RBI is likely to go for a
prolonged pause.

FICH AfaT deb T HET JAATE IUTHAT HREETS o HeT (o afaard Aoy v et
st gT 8T gieY 31 RBI &<t A &7 THTa=T S7ar T &

Sector-Specific Inflation Trends
A -faeiy Agas vt

e Inflation in paan, tobacco, and other intoxicants rose slightly to 2.4% in May from
2.1% in April.

T, daT 3X 3 ATGF vardt H FEeS i H 2.1% ¥ TG AS H 2.4% T TS
e Housing inflation inched up to 3.2% in May, compared to 3.1% in April.

HFTT 8T T 7S 3T H 3.1% U T 7S H 3.2% &I 15|
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« Inflation in the clothing and footwear category remained unchanged at 2.67% in May,

same as in April.

F93 R ST Aoft 3 FEIS e i W A F o7 2.67% R W W

A study has uncovered genes that govern how
sensitive one is about their environment, levels of
which can influence symptoms they present of mental
disorders. An international team of researchers
analysed nearly 10,900 pairs of identical twins from 11
studies and examined how changes in sensitivity to
environment can influence one’s chances of
presenting symptoms of ADHD, autism, anxiety and
depression, psychosis and neuroticism. e

Study Finds How
Genes Influence
Symptoms of Mental
Disorders

YT H 91T T TR
9 et AR
faFRY & oa1or &
CENECE TGRS

A study has identified
genes that govern how
sensitive a person is to
their environment, which in
turn can influence
symptoms of mental
disorders.

TH HeIIA & 3 A=) Y
ggaTd & TS § ST R safea
Y qaTaRor F yfa gagseferar
&I T = &, S
AR AT QS AFRT & FT&T0I
& yTfAd T g B

e An international team of researchers analysed nearly 10,900 pairs of identical twins
from 11 studies to explore how changes in environmental sensitivity affect the risk of

certain disorders.

FHATSERT AMETHATIHT Y O 77 11 AT § ST 10,900 T AR 3T SISt bl
fareeryor fama, aifes T ast S & & gataeoiir Fageedtear & agema $o faart &

ANEH F F@ giag Far 2|
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e These conditions include ADHD, autism, anxiety, depression, psychosis, and
neuroticism.

geTa wArTEs), ifesH, e, srawme, Fafasfa, i sgfefss sie feufaar anfde 81

May Was World’s Second
Warmest on Record, EU
Scientists Say

¥ dmfat & rfar, 7g T
g T guU e I3 AT
R&E W

The world recorded its second

warmest May this year since records
began, according to EU scientists.

§g Sfal & AR, 39 a¥ gfaar

The world experlenced its second warmest May since

records began this year, a month in which climate Rars >« B F A Y qua |y AH 7E
change fuelled a record-breaking heatwave in 3THT R

Greenland, scientists have said. Last month was 2

Earth’s second-warmest May on record — exceeded . A record-breaking heatwave in
only by May 2024 — rounding out the northern Greenland during May 2025 was largely
hemisphere’s second-hottest March-May spring on fuelled by climate change.

record, the EU’s Copernicus Climate Change Service #AE 2025 F MeAels F 31 NFr$-ars e

saidina I‘IlOIlthly bulletin. reuters ﬂ@. T m TREdT & HRoT o)

e May 2025 was surpassed only by May 2024, making it the second-hottest May in
history.

#E 2025 ol 7S 2024 T NS @7, To0H Ig ST 1 GO W I3 HE &7 17|

o The March-May period this year was also the second-hottest spring in the northern
hemisphere, as reported by the EU’s Copernicus Climate Change Service.

§ F Py STaary IR HaT & AR, $H I 1 AT § 7E T THG e aerrdt
I GE HIH I THA G|
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Science behind right AC temperature

The Union Ministry of Power has indicated that it is considering restricting the temperature range of new air conditioners to between 20 degrees and 28 degrees Celsius;
studies indicate that apart from energy saving benefits, there are also public health benefits to support case for a fixed temperature range

Vasudevan Mukunt

he Union Ministry of Power has

said it is mulling restricting the

temperature range of new air

conditioners (ACs) in the
country to between 20 degrees and 28
degrees Celsius.

In a press conference on Tuesday,
Power Minister Manohar Lal Khattar told
presspersons the restriction would apply
to ACs in households, hotels, and cars.

The idea is not new: in 2018 and then
in 2021, R.K. Singh, then the Minister of
State (Independent Charge) for Power had
said the Ministry was speaking to AC
manufacturers about labelling ACs with
the optimum temperature setting and
fixing the default temperature setting at
24 degrees. At the time the Ministry had
also said in a statement that it would
consider instituting the default setting
following an awareness campaign for four
to six months and after public
consultations.

“Every 1 degrees Celsius increase in the
air conditioner temperature setting
results in saving of 6% of electricity
consumed,” Mr. Singh said. He added that
the 24 degrees Celsius recommendation
had come from a Bureau of Energy
Efficiency study and that should all
consumers adopt the setting, the country
would save 20 billion units of electricity
per year. The BEE had said at the time
that the total connected load due to ACs
would be 200 gigawatt by 2030.

Aside from calling the 18-21 degrees
Celsius range “uncomfortable”, the
Minister said it was “unhealthy”. Indeed,
many studies have found that the
blood-pressure load rises quickly below 18
degrees Celsius, with vasoconstriction
and sympathetic activation being found to
drive the systolic blood pressure up by
about 6-8 mm (Hg) and long-term
exposure translating to higher risk of
hypertension. Separate trials involving
children in Japan, New Zealand, and the
United Kingdom have also found they
breathed easier when they slept with ACs
set to more than 18 degrees Celsius.

In 2018, the International Energy
Agency estimated there were 2 billion ACs
in use around the world and that the
number of residential units tripled from
2000 to 2022, to 1.5 billion. The agency
also said that as of 2022, 43% of people in
the Asia Pacific region were still in need of
additional cooling.

An AC works by pumping heat from
one space to another. Heat naturally flows
from warmer to cooler areas, which

Beating the heat: People purchasing air conditioners during the summer in Patna. The power-cost of
ACsis not the only reason to want to steer clear of lower temperatures. ANI

means continuously moving it in the
other direction - e.g. from a room at 30
degrees Celsius to an environment at 35
degrees Celsius — requires work. This
work is represented in the AC’s power
consumption.

The typical vapour-compression cycle
of an AC uses a liquid called a refrigerant
to transport the heat. A device called the
evaporator holds the refrigerant at just
about its boiling point. When a fan blows
air in the room over the evaporator, the
refrigerant boils by absorbing heat from
the air. The air also becomes
dehumidified as moisture in the air
condenses on the evaporator and drains
away. Next, it flows to the compressor as a
superheated vapour. The comp

refrigerant takes up and releases heat
most efficiently is the range within which
the AC is also said to be most efficient.

Risks of low temperatures
The power-cost of ACs is not the only
reason to want to steer clear of lower
temperatures. Numerous studies have
ascertained that save for the small
fraction of people that need access to cold
spaces, the general population can
develop higher risks of hypertension,
asthma, and respiratory infections when
exposed to living spaces under 18 degrees
Celsius.

Researchers have generally treated
‘comfort’ to be the point where a body’s

compresses it by 3-4x, in the process
heating it to about 90 degrees Celsius.
This is the step during which the AC
consumes most of its power.

The high-pressure superheated vapour
then moves to the condenser, where it
naturally loses its heat to the environs
while turning back into a liquid. Since its
pressure is still high, it passes through an
expansion device that turns it into a
low-pressure liquid-vapour mix close to its
boiling point, and sends it back to the
evaporator.

The temperature range in which a

core (around 37 degrees
Celsius) and mean skin temperature can
be kept constant without any sweating or
shivering and when no more than about
10% of the occupants of a space say they
feel too hot or too cold (called the
predicted mean vote). The ASHRAE-55
and ISO 7730 standards begin from this
thumb rule before adjusting ‘comfort’
according to the clothing, cultural
sensibilities, and the prevalent types of
cooling in different parts of the world.
The body at rest dissipates around 100
W of metabolic heat. Around 20 to 24
degrees Celsius, a lightly clothed person

can shed that heat by radiation and
convection alone without breaking a
sweat or restricting skin blood flow.
ASHRAE-55 allows the zone to rise
roughly 0.3 degrees Celsius for every 1
degrees Celsius rise in the mean ambient
temperature, up to about 30 degrees to 32
degrees Celsius.

Some sleep studies have converged on
16-19 degrees Celsius for healthy young
and middle-aged adults. Cool air
reportedly helps the core temperature dip
by about 1 degrees Celsius, quickening
sleep onset and ensuring deep sleep is
stable. Infants and older adults may
prefer the upper limit of around 19
degrees Celsius because their bodies’
thermoregulation is less robust.

This said, the WHO’s 2018 Housing and
Health Guidelines recommend using 18
degrees Celsius as the minimum safe
g :

g p in }» or
cooler climates because cardiovascular
and respiratory admissions were found to
climb steeply below that threshold. One
cross-sectional study published in 2014
reported a strong correlation between
indoor temperatures under 18 degrees
Celsius and 9% of the “population
attributable risk” of hypertension.
Similarly, a 2016 study used data from the
English Longitudinal Study of Ageing
2012-2013 to compare differences in
symptoms between people exposed to
living space under and over 18 degrees
Celsius. It showed that those living in the
colder homes had higher cholesterol and
weaker grip strength.

Another longitudinal study the same
year said 16% of people over the age of 50
and living in spaces cooled to under 18
degrees Celsius had higher blood
pressure, lower vitamin D levels, and
poorer lung function.

On the respiratory front: a study
published in 2013 involving 309 children
and more than 12,000 child-days analysed
the effects of each 1 degrees Celsius drop
below a mean bedroom temperature of
14-16 degrees Celsius. It revealed a drop in
how quickly children could exhale air and
lower lung function.

In 2022, researchers in the U.K.
reported that people living in persistently
“cold homes” were at twice as much risk
of new episodes of depression and
anxiety, even after adjusting for incomes
and baseline mental distress.

‘The case for moving towards a fixed
temperature range on ACs is clear —
supported by public health benefits as
well as energy savings.
(mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in)

Science Behind Right AC Temperature
el Tt AT & NS 1 R

The Union Ministry of Power is considering restricting the temperature range of

new air conditioners to between 20°C and 28°C.

A Ry AATET AT TR FIRER F aTTAT AT F20°C F 28°C F &g Hifvg =

W RER e wr el

THE GIST

v

In 2018, the International
Energy Agency estimated there
were 2 billion ACs in use
around the world and that the
number of residential units
tripled to 1.5 billion from

2000 to 2022

v

Numerous studies have
ascertained that save for the
small fraction of people that
need access to cold spaces, the
general population can
develop higher risks of
hypertension, asthma, and
respiratory infections when
exposed to living spaces under
18 degrees Celsius

v

The WHO's 2018 Housing and
Health Guidelines recommend
using 18 degrees Celsius as the
minimum safe living-room
temperature in temperate or
cooler climates because
cardiovascular and respiratory
admissions were found to
climb steeply below that
threshold

e According to studies, this step will offer energy saving benefits as well as public
health benefits.

YT & IR, TE heH Foll Y TeId & TII-TTY STeT FARL T 7 187 37|
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o At a press conference on Tuesday, Power Minister Manohar Lal Khattar said this
restriction would apply to households, hotels, and cars.

HITAAR T Teh 9 arcil 7 faega 7t AT arer @eeT o aarn & g yicstr ey, great
3R HRY 3 oy grem|

e 1In 2018 and 2021, then Power Minister R.K. Singh had also discussed labelling ACs
with optimum temperature setting and fixing 24°C as the default setting.

2018 3 2021 #, dcehrellel faegd #1 HR.F. g o off vt W geeasr argarer @far
ool oAt 3R 24°C 1 RBwpiee R aeirer i a1t gy |

e The ministry had planned to initiate this after a 4-6 month awareness campaign and
public consultations.

HATORT 1 SH 4-6 AR Y FASEITHAT A TRATT 3 ST TR & S1G oI19] et T ATSTal
TS Y|

e Mr. Singh stated that every 1°C increase in AC temperature saves 6% electricity.
At f¥ig o gl for wHlY araaTeT 78X 1°C & gaftr & 6% Farrelt Y q=ra g1l &1

o A Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) study said if all users follow the 24°C setting, 20
billion units of electricity can be saved yearly.

FaAT G&TT X (BEE) o 376 & 3] e Heft 3usitercr 24°C @fear 3manne, argx

AT 20 3R fAe faarel it Tad g Fahell &

e Atthattime, BEE also projected that the total connected load from ACs will reach 200
GW by 2030.

38 THI BEE & 3TN 19T AT fof 2030 T THY & HROT Fel wi1s 200 Harmaie T 95
ST |

e The Minister also called the 18-21°C temperature range both “uncomfortable” and
“unhealthy”.

#A & 18-21°C argaATeT HaAT H “IryfaeTers” AR “IFaEIH IAAT|
o Studies found that below 18°C, there is vasoconstriction and sympathetic activation,

which increases systolic blood pressure by about 6-8 mmHg, raising hypertension
risk over time.

37 7 9T T 3 18°C ¥ i ATIAI W A 1 et N w AR witvgar grch
g, a8 R IFdarg oerereT 6-8 fAHY v=shY e Joar & 31X 81 sa8 YR &1 @A
giar gl

e Trials in Japan, New Zealand, and the UK have shown that children breathe better
when ACs are set above 18°C.

ST, 7 qeitels A & F aieron @ gdr e § 6 STe wHY 18°C ¥ IR AT g1 § ot T=a
R T AL

e In 2018, the International Energy Agency estimated that 2 billion ACs were in use
globally.

2018 # IFAWTSEIT FalT TSIHY o ITTAT ST AT o gferam # 2 3 Tt 3w 7 |
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e From 2000 to 2022, the number of residential AC units tripled to 1.5 billion.
2000 ¥ 2022 & &I Te THY FHISAT Y HEAT it T[T T 1.5 3T 1 13|

e As of 2022, around 43% of people in the Asia Pacific region still needed additional
cooling.

2022 des, TIRAAT-FRATT &3F & TITI79T 43% e 379 3 3rfaRed s i 3mag@sar # 9|

e An AC works by pumping heat from one space to another, which requires more
energy when moving heat from a cooler to warmer area.

Teh THY FTH FIAT ¢ Ueh T A GAT T # 7} & 99 &°teh, 31N Ig ) 3rfras st
HIITAT § ST ITAT o1 33 & 9137 &1 H of ST gieAr & |

o The vapour-compression cycle uses a refrigerant, which boils in the evaporator,
absorbing heat and dehumidifying the air.

Y-S Tsh Teh IMHSINE T 3TN HIAT §, ST TATIRET H 301l ¢ 31T I3t e &

T gar Y AR T FRAT B
e The compressor compresses the vapour 3-4 times, heating it to about 90°C, and this is
the stage of maximum power consumption.

FUGT AT T 3-4 T[T NS AT &, FTqH SHDT ATTHATA ST 90°C Teh 56 SATel 8,
3R Ig =T g I fsrel @ud Far g

e The condenser releases the heat to the environment and converts the refrigerant
back into liquid.

HET ararearor 7 a7t Srzar & 3 Wheiie A & o F sga ar B

o The refrigerant then passes through an expansion device, reducing pressure, and
returns to the evaporator to restart the cycle.

S8 d1G Ihoiie U TaaaRre f3amsd & g1t IR &, Sl Galld ol & il o AR 50
AT & TamaReEX H AT ST B

e« The most efficient temperature range for a refrigerant to absorb and release heat is
the range in which the AC operates most efficiently.

g argeTe #a o Whente wad Farerar @ wHt e 3 sizar €, ad e & o
TH FER FRACAT § FIH FIAT

Risks of Low Temperatures

FH dTIHTT & @A

e The power cost of air conditioners is not the only reason to avoid lower temperatures.
Several studies have confirmed that except for a small group of people who require
access to cold environments, most of the general population faces higher risks of
hypertension, asthma, and respiratory infections when living spaces are kept at
temperatures below 18°C.

TR BT T Sl A3TeT o ATIHATA § TeIat T ThHATT HROT G ¢ | S AT of o

Page48

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

ONTACT: 9971932488

@r%%é@rm@@rmmm@maﬁm, 37freprer oot &1 18 faaft Afewaw

A FH dATTATT H 5o W I G, YA 3T 290 FFHAT &1 30w ANf@A gar 2|

o Researchers generally define ‘comfort’ as the condition where a person’s core body
temperature (around 37°C) and mean skin temperature remain stable without
sweating or shivering. Additionally, comfort is said to be achieved when not more than
10% of occupants in a space report feeling either too hot or too cold, a measure referred
to as the Predicted Mean Vote (PMV).

ATl ITHAR IR A 1 38 A & &9 7 aRene td § ST ol saiere &1 e
R ATIHTT (1978197 37°C) 3R 3 ca=m arqatet qefietr a1 f&otet o e e war g |
S 37T, ST Ty FATT T 10% § HTOSH ST gl I3 I7 S5 ST HEHH AeT i ¢,

ar 38 ufEees #ier dle (PMV) SaRT AT 39T 3IRTH AT ST g

¢ International standards like ASHRAE-55 and ISO 7730 adopt this comfort model and
then adjust it according to factors like clothing, cultural differences, and the type of
cooling technology used in different regions.

ASHRAE-55 3T ISO 7730 SI¥ 3/dRTSer Al 39 3TRTH A5 i 3910 & 3R e sa
Fusl, Aiegfas e, 3R e &=t 7 3uaier & a5 Ffdr aweiiet & 367aR
AT A &

e A human body at rest dissipates around 100 watts of metabolic heat. WWhen the
ambient temperature is between 20°C and 24°C, a lightly clothed person can release

this heat through radiation and convection without sweating or restricting blood flow to
the skin.

IRTH Fr e 7 v AT A STTHT 100 e T TATTIT FSAT BiSdl §| ST Sgdr
dT9HTST 20°C & 24°C & 1T BT §, I §o HYUS U1 I fod 39 SSAT o1 faferor 31k
HagsT & ATEIH T 8T I810 ST AT caam & T Ta18 i Uah 6T [Ahrer Geva B

e According to ASHRAE-55, the upper limit of the comfort zone can increase by about
0.3°C for every 1°C rise in the average temperature, up to a maximum of 30°C to 32°C.

ASHRAE-55 AleTeh & 3[R, g 1°C cTITT Jefey IR 3RTH &1 T ST HAT & Srarsar
0.3°C T e fer g1 Hehcll g, 37TeIehcia HAT 30°C § 32°C Tk |

e Some sleep studies have shown that a temperature range of 16°C to 19°C is ideal for
healthy young and middle-aged adults. At this temperature, the core body temperature
drops by around 1°C, which helps people fall asleep faster and experience deeper sleep.

$B aiie, Haftid HETAT § IaT Tl © % 16°C A 19°C &1 ATIATT Faey gar iR #AeaH
31 T o AT & ToIT el 81T &1 58 AT9HATeT TR SRR T HET dT9HTT S9TsaT 1°C Teh
R ST &, Foay Stedr 3R a1gdy aiie 3 &1

e However, infants and elderly individuals may require slightly warmer temperatures,
around 19°C, as their thermoregulation abilities are less efficient.

graittar, e[ 31 geur cafFa ArHATTd: ST IT7 ATIHT, FETHT 19°C, THE I § FAI TR
3oTeh! ATTAT fAATIT FTT T &THAT FASR gl g
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e According to the World Health Organization’s 2018 Housing and Health Guidelines,
a minimum indoor temperature of 18°C is considered safe in temperate or colder
climates, as cases of cardiovascular and respiratory ilinesses were found to rise
significantly below this threshold.

fea FareeT Harser (WHO) #r 2018 #r g13fer 3R U MIssw & 78R, wevefiareor
1 &3 TG H 18°C I YT #AqH SISR ATIATS HAT SIIcTl &, Fifeh ST 7 g
3 eguer el SRt & A o A Tea €

e One cross-sectional study from 2014 found that indoor temperatures below 18°C
accounted for 9% of the population attributable risk of hypertension.

2014 & TS FEIYT H I1AT 3147 foh 18°C & FH FASK dATIATA o FHRUT §T§ sels Y &

ATEH FHT 9% AT 2AT|

e Another 2016 study, based on the English Longitudinal Study of Ageing (2012—2013),
reported that individuals living in homes cooler than 18°C had higher cholesterol levels
and weaker grip strength.

Teh 3w 2016 & IHETTA, S S90S & JEUTTEAT HaEH STerepieleh eI (2012-2013) W
3menfa 4T, & SAT 3 18°C W/ FH ATIAT Tl ERT & g7 aTel o9l 3 YT 38 2T

3T gt i g FAST A

e A separate longitudinal study in 2016 also found that 16% of people over the age of 50
who lived in cooler homes had higher blood pressure, lower vitamin D levels, and
weaker lung function.

2016 & U 3T SIHFIfad FeIFT H Tg TIAT 3T foh 50 9§ F FIX & 16% T, 5 33

T F B A, 378 39 @A, FH @A D, 31T FASR $ost fY FrieT#Har o 75|
e A 2013 respiratory study involving 309 children and over 12,000 child-days found

that with each 1°C drop below a bedroom temperature of 14°C to 16°C, children

experienced a reduction in exhalation speed and lower lung capacity.

2013 & U e9WT AatlY 3reqgeT, TS5 ga 309 J=at 31 12,000 ¥ 310 &1 =71 327 forar
T, o 9T fF 14°C | 16°C ATIHTH A ) g 1°C Y fARTge WX s=al 1 §19 g Y

afa 31T Bt Y a1Har 7 Fer ST TS|

o A 2022 study from the UK revealed that people living in persistently cold homes had
twice the risk of developing new episodes of depression and anxiety, even after
controlling for income levels and baseline mental health.

2022 ¥ U f3feer reqqT O Ig 9T Il o STaR 32 'RY 3 IgeT arer e 3 favere il
R & T AL 7 &Y AT NF/HF AT, 37l &1 31T T 3R IR AT FaeeT #

€T H QT AT 8T

e In conclusion, the case for adopting a fixed temperature range for air conditioners is
strong, as it offers both public health advantages and energy efficiency.

3, TR HERER & fov Afaa arsrr @ia s 1 981 #Asqd § F#ifF saa
ST Tareey # gUR 3R S A a9 a1t gl 5
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V. Vijir Wirsén"

The difference between life
and death during a medical
emergency often hinges on a
single factor: time.

In cities such as Bengaluru,
Mumbai and Delhi, traffic con-
gestion routinely swallows pre-
cious minutes, undermining
even the best medical
interventions.

Urban traffic delays are a
critical, often overlooked
cause of preventable mortality.
Multiple studies and audits
confirm that delays in ambu-
lance response times are di-

13 minutes in 2014, dupm an
increase in fleet size. A 2021
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral report on Karnataka found
that nearly 90,000 crash vic-
tims did not receive timely
care due to ambulance un-
availability and delays, and in
6,000 cases, dispatch itself
was delayed by over 30
minutes.

Response time

Nationally, the average ambu-
lance response time ranges
from 25 to 30 minutes, with ru-
ral areas faring even worse. Ac-
cording to the National Crime

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
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Inlimbo: Urban traffic delays are a critical, often overlooked cause of
preventable mortality. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

first 60 minutes after trauma

To address these systemic de-

real-time GPS integration al-
lows for dynamic route optimi-
sation, live-tracking, and early
hospital alerts. In cities where
such systems are implement-
ed, response times have im-
proved. In Chennai and Kolka-
ta, GPS-enabled fleets have
reduced response times by 12-
15%. Door-to-CT scan times for
stroke patients have also im-
proved, enabling quicker
thrombolysis ~ and  better
outcomes.

Signal override system
Another intervention is traffic
signal pre-emption: pilot pro-

intersections in India are cur-
rently equipped for such digi-
tal ir ntions.

Bike ambulances in gri-
dlocked or narrow urban
zones have proven invaluable.
Under Karnataka's ‘Platinum
Ten Minutes’ initiative, bike
ambulances were first respon-
ders in one-third of trauma
cases in Bengaluru, with a me-
dian arrival time of under six
minutes — less than half that of
traditional ambulances. Early
stabilisation in such cases has
been lifesaving.

Despite technological ad-
vances, several barriers per-

DPATRIOTICIA

apart, there are technology gaps as
GPS signal loss, uncharged dev-
and software glitches can cause
further lapses.

Another barrier is public apathy.
Surveys indicate that 62% of ambu-
lance drivers report motorists refus-
ing to yield, and 45% have to perso-
nally request drivers to make way at
least once a week. Laws on “ambu-
lance right of way” need to be en-
forced more stringently.

Improving emergency care out-
comes in India’s cities will require
coordinated action.

‘Time is the most critical element
in emergency treatment. When the
Golden Hour is lost to traffic, it is not

rectly linked to increased trau-  Records Bureau, a significant  or acute medical events is crit-  lays, hospitals and civic auth-  jects have demonstrated that  sist. One of these is inadequate ~ merely a delay - it is often a preventa-
ma fatalities and deteriorating  proportion of accident deaths  ical for survival, particularly in  orities are increasingly turning  traffic signal override systems  infrastructure: fewer than one  ble death.

patient outcomes. For exam-  inIndian cities occurin transit, ~ cases of stroke, cardiac arrest, to technology to optimise - whereambulancesautomati-  in five urban traffic signals can  (Dr. V. Viju Wilben is a consultant,
ple: in Delhi, the average am-  before patients reach a or severe injuries. Yet, in In-  emergency medical logi cally trigger green lights — can ~ support override systems;  Emergency Department, Narayana
bulance response time has ri-  hospital. dia’s congested metros, this One example of this is GPS-  reduce journey times. most still rely on manual or  Health, Bengaluru)

sentoover I7 minutes,upfrom  The ‘Golden Hour’ — the  window is often lost to traffic  based ambulance tracking: However, only a few urban  timer-based controls. This  viju.wilben.dr@narayanahealth.org

Reclaiming the Golden Hour: How technology can help beat
traffic and save lives

TMegeT ATaT Y GARICA: @ Thelleh ¢fther I ATT THT Sfiaet o=
FHll

The difference between life and death during a medical emergency often hinges
on a single factor: time.

Rftrear smaraeTer F ehrer Shaer 3 77 F ot &7 37 3w F & FRSF W AR
FIAT §: TAT|

e In cities such as Bengaluru, Mumbai, and Delhi, traffic congestion routinely swallows
precious minutes, undermining even the best medical interventions.

dares, H{a$ I Rl S At 7 b I AT §9 F HACT fewe] @1 e ST e,
TS Sgadiet Rafercar v sit SR g S & |

o Urban traffic delays are a critical, often overlooked cause of preventable mortality.
Y Sfther 3 S8 Ve uTH AT Feg T Uah 1R AfeheT 31FAT 3eCET HROT &

e Multiple studies and audits confirm that delays in ambulance response times are
directly linked to increased trauma fatalities and deteriorating patient outcomes.

g e AR 3iif3e qite 1 § o worgelw wfafdhar gog 7 ¢ @Y g g &7 3k
Waht aRom#AT #F fRrae @ S 8

e For example: In Delhi, the average ambulance response time has risen to over 17
minutes, up from 13 minutes in 2014, despite an increase in fleet size.

3eTexoT & fov: freelt 7 3iard vrgera viafshar @@ 2014 & 13 Aee § To 319 17
fAete @ 3% & T €, 9 93 &1 HER TET T
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A 2021 CAG report on Karnataka found that nearly 90,000 crash victims did not
receive timely care due to ambulance unavailability and delays, and in 6,000 cases,
dispatch itself was delayed by over 30 minutes.

FelTed O Teh 2021 FY 397 REYE 7 qrar 711 o ware7eT 90,000 Ferear et 1 vrgele
T JTeTTeTstIT 3R &Y & HROT FHI W SoAlo o161 (#el, 3K 6,000 ATHAT 7 Trgold Hofel
# 30 fere @ it Fredgs)

Response Time

afafear gag

Nationally, the average ambulance response time ranges from 25 to 30 minutes, with
rural areas faring even worse.

TS T’ W, 3 Trgerd ufafshar @@ 25 & 30 fAere 8, 31 amefior avat i fRufa 3k

M @T B
According to the National Crime Records Bureau, a significant proportion of accident
deaths in Indian cities occur in transit, before patients reach a hospital.

TR 3roRer RFTS S & 3THR, HRA A A Gereaarsit § et are Hial &7 veh 37
T 3rFgaTer Tgaa & Te I A & @I B

The ‘Golden Hour’, the first 60 minutes after trauma or acute medical events, is critical
for survival — particularly in cases of stroke, cardiac arrest, or severe injuries.

‘IMesd HaY, it ok mard a1 dig Rfvcar Rufa & a1 & yga 60 fAee g1 &, Shaer &
& forT 98€ ATAYQT 81T § — TR ¥, T T Fahet AT S AT & AT |

Yet, in India’s congested metros, this window is often lost to traffic.

glelifeh, TR & ST AT AGTIRT H U§ YoTgUl THY IHF &bk H €1 WA 81 ST gl
To address these systemic delays, hospitals and civic authorities are increasingly
turning to technology to optimise emergency medical logistics.

o1 SHGEATIT S 1 G e & oI, 3reaarer A gl WeITwet 319 dFhelle 1 Acg &
HTTdeRTel fAfRcaT et #T S5k Ja1 W 2

One example is GPS-based ambulance tracking: real-time GPS integration allows for
dynamic route optimisation, live tracking, and early hospital alerts.

Teh 321607 § GPS MR g i JAel-crgH GPS Thiaur & T Hefqole, d1sd
T, 3R ST ITTAT FY HAE ASTAT THT BT 2|

In cities like Chennai and Kolkata, GPS-enabled fleets have reduced response times
by 12-15%.

eet§ 3R HITHTAT S AT H GPS TeToH Urgoidr o FAfhar Ta7 & 12-15% v halt
gl

Door-to-CT scan times for stroke patients have also improved, enabling quicker
thrombolysis and better outcomes.
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3R dgeR RO He1a gU El

Signal Override System
fAesTer NTWISS YoITel

Another intervention is traffic signal pre-emption: pilot projects show that ambulances
triggering green lights automatically can significantly reduce journey times.

T AR 3 & efhar Reerer -wocere: drarere aRASIA13T & ol =e & o worgeid ganr
¥aa: et FATTe YTST FIAT AT AT T HIBT TT FeheT & |

However, only a few urban intersections in India are equipped for such digital
interventions.

gleilleh, IR H Shaol $& A TRTET W &1 38 TR T BfSee awaid sucree g
Bike ambulances have been invaluable in gridlocked or narrow urban zones.
sfigarTs aTed AT HHY A &A1 H AgH ToFgAW g 3TN e g3 8

Under Karnataka’s ‘Platinum Ten Minutes’ initiative, bike ambulances were first

responders in one-third of trauma cases in Bengaluru, with a median arrival time of
under six minutes — less than half that of traditional ambulances.

Fefied 1 ‘CARAR &1 FAeTeH Teel & gl JI1e & Uh-faeré eia el & areeh
CFAH TS Uge T, ST 3ad AeTHeT FHY o fRee @ FH a1 — S IRaRE
TES el Y ol 3 3TeT 27|

Early stabilisation in such cases has been lifesaving.

VO ATHET H IR Rieor o siad 9 & Acg 1 &

Persistent Barriers
AR Jel) JTeme

Despite advances, inadequate infrastructure remains a major barrier: fewer than 1 in 5
urban traffic signals support override systems; most still rely on manual or timer-based
controls.

ST o STae]e;, TATe FAATEY GTaT Ueh SIST STEIT S+1T G317 &: hael & 5 H § 1 el v
Taster & 3RS [AEcH T TAAT Hd §; 3rfRemier 3 o Asparer AT eFAT Imenia
faz=ror 9T TR 81

There are technology gaps as well: GPS signal loss, uncharged devices, and
software glitches can cause further lapses.

Tl ek o dhelteht @ITATT o §: 14 7o GPS RAvater &1 geatr, arst g3 farsw, 3R
AiFedaT # zafsal, o &8 ser o €|

Another barrier is public apathy: surveys show 62% of ambulance drivers report
motorists refusing to yield, and 45% have to personally request passage at least once a

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 3



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

week.
Teh 3R ST § e Y SETieTdr: HIeT0l 7 62% TFqeld S18a o ST fob oiar TEa
TET &, 3T 45% T §T ACATE FH & FH U TR TG 3T TgahT TET AT I5T &

o Laws on “ambulance right of way” need to be enforced more strictly.

“TFAH Y TEAT G & HIoTeAT T AN Tl F AR F T T &

Conclusion

IGACD)

e Improving emergency care outcomes in India’s cities will require coordinated action.

H & A F ITATerRTelter fafarear oot F FUR & fov waAfrad v 61 3raegenar
Il

e Time is the most critical element in emergency treatment.

FTTASTNT 3TIR H T8 HgcdqUT ded HHI BIAT 8 |

e« When the Golden Hour is lost to traffic, it is not merely a delay — it is often a
preventable death.

519 e ATa e 3 §aie 81 ST1aT &, af T§ Faor &3 18T gl — Ig 3TFAR eTelt 5T
qFa el Hg Bl &
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Measures to curb agent, bot booking on
IRCTC will benefit passengers
T he e-ticketing system of the Indian Rail-

way Catering and Tourism Corporation
Ltd. (IRCTC) is one of India’s most widely
used e-commerce platforms. Crores of Indian rail
commuters and passengers use it to book their
tickets, which makes it imperative that the sys-
tem is Tun robustly. The scale of the operation is
revealing — on May 22, 2025, the IRCTC pro-
cessed a staggering 31,814 tickets in 60 seconds to
set a new record. Yet, the popular e-ticketing sys-
tem, especially the Tatkal booking part, is
plagued by issues. Extremely high demand dur-
ing peak hours, particularly during the designat-
ed Tatkal booking window period, often leads to
crashes and slow performance. A major concern
is that the system is exploited by ticketing agents
who use unfair automated tools (or bots), leading
to rapidly dwindling ticket availability for passen-
gers. These issues are what prompted the IRCTC
to announce two major steps. The first was a ma-
jor digital overhaul of the ticketing infrastructure
using anti-bot systems to prevent unauthorised
automated bookings — a measure that led to the
de-activation of a whopping 2.5 crore suspect us-
er IDs. Implementation of a content delivery net-
work also helped improve website performance.
In addition, Aadhaar verification is necessary im-
mediately after a ticket is booked. The IRCTC has
also mandated Aadhaar authentication for all Tat-
kal bookings, from July 1, along with OTP-based
authentication. Authorised agents have been res-
tricted from booking Tatkal tickets during the
first 30 minutes of the booking window period.
The idea behind an e-ticketing platform and
the provision of Tatkal booking of tickets are to
provide equitable chances for passengers to tra-
vel. Despite more train services having been in-
troduced over the years by the Indian Railways,
which is a state monopoly, demand far outstrips
supply, and passengers have to rely on advanced
booking and Tatkal tickets for their travel. When
agents use bots to game the system, it kills the
purpose of equity. Therefore, the IRCTC’s steps
will bring relief to passengers. That said, the In-
dian Railways must focus not only on easing the
process of ticketing but also on elevating the pas-
senger experience in terms of increasing its train
and track capacity to fulfil travel demand, ensur-
ing safety and enhancing its facilities. Seen in this
context, while these ticketing fixes are impor-
tant, the true test for the Indian Railways will be
its ability to move beyond just technical and ad-
ministrative solutions and undertake a funda-
mental expansion of its services to serve India’s
large passenger clientele. In a way, meaningful
expansion to meet the demand will also obviate
the need for reworking technological solutions
yet again in the future.

Booking on IRCTC
UF BT GUR: MEIHEH W walel 3 afe
gferer &Y Vet & AT

The e-ticketing system of the Indian Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporation Ltd. (IRCTC) is one of India’s most
widely used e-commerce platforms.

R Tora @reTaret 31X 9des A9 fafaes (rEmedd)
#$ §-fehe yorrel STRT & T 3710w 39ATer fFe e ara §-
FIAY CATHAT H T TF B

o Crores of Indian rail commuters use it to book their tickets, making
it essential for the system to operate robustly.

ST AR Yol AT SHRT 3TN e Feoh Flel o fIT Xl g,
o8 58 JOTTel &7 Al & <elell IHcATTLTH &1 STl &

e« On May 22, 2025, IRCTC processed 31,814 tickets in just 60
seconds, setting a new record.

22 AE 2025 FT ITSIRIAEAT o FaeT 60 Ahs H 31,814 el Fir
TATAIT T T 737 Reprs Sa1T|

» Despite such performance, the Tatkal booking system remains
troubled by crashes and slow speeds during peak demand.

UHY ST & STas]G, deehTer e JUTTell 7 et AT & WA
Farae 3N et aifer S wHEATT a6l A B

¢ A key issue is unauthorised use of bots by ticketing agents,
which reduces ticket availability for normal passengers.

Wﬂmwﬁwuﬁﬁmma;mc U A
TaY AT AT & T RFel I 3uastar FH7 & Sar gl

e To address this, IRCTC has undertaken a digital overhaul using
anti-bot systems, deactivating 2.5 crore suspicious user IDs.

ST THATUT el oh TolT TSIRATCIET o Uél-aie fawed & arg
BfSree gafeisior i3 3t 2.5 s Wi IR amésh e o
fea

e The implementation of a Content Delivery Network (CDN) has
helped improve website speed and reliability.

#wee Bellall Aead (WEwe) & FRTeadT & dearse $r afd AR

fareaa=iar & gur g3 ¢ |
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o Aadhaar verification is now required immediately after ticket booking, with
mandatory Aadhaar authentication and OTP-based verification for Tatkal bookings
starting from July 1.

379 e gieT & QI 918 ITUR HeATY 1T &, 3R 1 FolT$ § deawrer gfdwar & faw
AT TR gATofEHToT 2T 3t Imenfe weameT oy grem|

o Authorised agents are not allowed to book Tatkal tickets in the first 30 minutes of
the booking window.

e wolel i gifer s & vger 30 Aee 3 STt e R I Fat 1 31gAf 8
syl

e The aim of Tatkal booking is to provide equitable travel opportunity, but bots
undermine this goal.

cTcehTel fehal hT 3ES T AT & AT WHIA W TSIl YT 8, Afehel FeH §H 3542T HY
FHAAN FIA 8|

e Though Indian Railways has added more trains over time, demand still exceeds
supply, making Tatkal booking essential.

gleliTeh AR Yold o AT & A 3N ¢o1 SATST §, T off #Amer 3mqfet @ st &, o
cceTel §fehdT HTTLTH Bl SATeh B

e By restricting unfair practices, IRCTC’s steps will bring relief to genuine passengers.
I el I ek oMY, 3MSHREE & A heH areafae AT Y g el Hidl |

e However, Indian Railways must also improve overall travel experience by expanding
train and track capacity, enhancing safety and passenger facilities.

glellfeh, T YoTd o1 &oT 3T & Y avevaT dorahy, JIaT 3K ar glyemsit F gum <
T HAST T JgR Tl ATV |

e While technological fixes are welcome, the real solution lies in expanding services to
meet rising travel demand.

gTaileh dehellehl FUR TR AT §, Afehet areatas FaTeTT Janat & faear 7 § aifes
el ITAT AT &Y G TohT ST Heh |

e Meaningful expansion will also reduce the need to repeatedly fix tech systems in the
future.

A1 faTdR sy & dFehefiehl JUTTEl Y TR-IX ERA T JTaRTehclT T # e FHT|
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mong the various aspects of Viksit Bharat
A by 2047, an urbanised India is sure to be a

principal one as it is expected that urban
India will be the engine of growth in this
transformation. Let us note that over 60% of
India’s population would move from
low-productive rural India to highly productive
urban India by the 2060s.

Clearly, the mobility of people on such a large
scale within cities, from their residential quarters
to work areas, will be a test for urban planners.
While policymakers have plans to construct
smart cities, where the need for the mobility of
workers will be substantially reduced, the fact
remains that, unlike China, we do not see many
of the newly emerging smart cities coming of age.
In contrast, the metros/existing tier 1 cities are on
an ever-expanding spree, leading to rising
challenges for policymakers, such as meeting the
transportation demand of workers.

Rising to the challenge

The government is increasingly focused on
augmenting the public transport system to meet
the urban mobility challenge. This year’s Budget
saw the launch of the PM e-Bus Sewa-Payment
Security Mechanism, with the aim of improving
urban bus transportation in India (nearly 10,000
urban buses). The PM Electric Drive Revolution in
Innovative Vehicle Enhancement (PM e-Drive)
scheme was introduced, which will support the
procurement of 14,000 new e-buses, 1,10,000
e-rickshaws, e-trucks, and e-ambulances.
However, according to estimates, India needs
2,00,000 urban buses, but only 35,000 are
operational (including e-buses). This is far below
the requirement.

Another initiative has been the greater
emphasis on building metro networks and a
higher allocation of funds in multiple metro/tier T
cities to cater to the high density. This is in line

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
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Planners in
India need to
look at whether
they are
investing in the
most sustainable
and
cost-effective
transit solutions

with the trend seen in the recent Budget.

However, as the Economic Survey that was
released on the eve of the Budget on January 31,
has cited, only 37% of urban residents in India
have easy access to public transportation. In
contrast, in Brazil and China, more than 50% of
urban residents have convenient access to mass
transit. Clearly, India is too far behind in
developing an efficient public system.

The development of a metro network is a
long-term and costly venture. Much of it has been
developed with the Centre’s funding. And
invariably, most have yet to recover their total
costs (which includes fixed and operational
costs). In almost all metros, the ridership
projected in the project document has still to be
matched. So, recovering the cost may be a
difficult proposition unless the route lies along a
high-density route. Also, it has been observed
that users are extremely fare sensitive — a fare
rise invariably leads to a fall in footfalls.
Invariably, consumers seek out their ways
keeping in mind comfort, time and cost due to
the high cost of last-mile connectivity from metro
stations to their work/residence points.

Unlike in some developed countries where
public transport is highly subsidised in order to
make metro transportation cheap, our
government is not financially rich enough to dole
out recurrent and large subsidies.

Seeking alternatives

India also needs cost-effective, road-based public
transport for better last-mile connectivity. This
year’s Budget has increased allocations for urban
bus systems, thus continuing efforts to boost
capacity, especially in the metros. However,
private investment remains limited due to
uncertain returns. Government funds have
shifted from CNG to more expensive e-buses.
Future bottom-up transport models may focus on

road-based modes that use electric, CNG,
hydrogen, or biofuel technologies. Yet, they often
overlook trams and trolleybuses, which, based on
a life cycle cost and revenue analysis, can
outperform e-buses in financial terms and
deserve serious policy consideration in India’s
urban transport planning.

Some estimates

Revenue generation and economic viability over
time are the necessary parameters to estimate
whether urban road-based public transport has a
financial deficit or is making a profit in its life
cycle. Analysing the profit and loss (P&L)
percentages for various public transport modes
will help in accurate decision-making on adopting
a future transit. We find that trams show a 45%
long-term profitability over seven decades, the
usual life cycle of the tram, along with scalability
and alignment with climate goals. In contrast, an
e-bus system, which is currently the preferred
mode on Indian roads, fails to maintain
profitability due to high operational and
replacement costs, resulting in a net loss of 82%
over seven decades. Though moderately efficient,
trolleybuses fall short of matching the overall
benefits of trams, incurring a minimal loss over
the specified time frame.

This raises a critical question. Are we truly
investing in the most sustainable and
cost-effective transit solutions, or are we chasing
a future dependent on continuous public
subsidies? The planned introduction of trams in
Kochi could mark a game-changing moment in
India’s urban mobility story. Reviving our past is
not just a nostalgic choice of what Kolkata thinks
— it is a smart and timely move toward a more
sustainable and financially viable transport
future.

The views expressed are personal

Urbanisation and the Challenge of Ideal Transit Solutions

rgdiEoT 3R amaet gifore AT Fr el

Among the goals set for Viksit Bharat by 2047, a highly urbanised India will be a
key driver, as urban areas are expected to become the primary engine of growth.

2047 o A TAT 4T & Tedt F T Y@ dAca Al @ ANHI0T ATl SR g1, FA1TH
eredt 817 TaFTH 1 T g qaen|

e ltis projected that by the 2060s, more than 60% of India’s population will transition
from low-productive rural zones to highly productive urban areas. This large-scale
shift in population will pose a major test for urban planners, particularly in ensuring the
smooth mobility of people from their homes to workplaces.

o UG 3ATA ¢ T 2060 F R Teh R T 60% W I TUF TAHEAT FA Scdreeh ATHT &=t
T 3 3cqgs Agd &Y & TUTHAIRT 8 S1weiy| et Hr 57 93 YA 9T ATy
Y AE ASTATHRI o ATHeA Teh IR FoAAT @31 g1, [y &0 & 3o7h Rgraeht gari @
FREYA! aF hr Far& Afaefiear glafad & & v
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While there are policy plans to build smart cities to reduce the need for daily worker
movement, the reality is that unlike China, India is yet to see such cities maturing to their
full potential. Instead, existing metro and tier-1 cities are expanding rapidly, bringing
with them new challenges such as the increasing demand for urban transportation and
the need for innovative mobility solutions.

gTelieh FATE AT & TAATIT T ANSTATC Ig AT FXel & [T 1S 915 § o o
1 gfafeer & 3maramet wa &), At =it & ATl R A UF e 33T ot ot @ i
oTE1 81 UTU § | 38 ol Hiser Ay 3 RAT-1 A6 oomaR ol 1 38 8, orad argd
aRaget &1 AT 3R arfefierar & e FATTAT Y SARTSAT ST 78 AT 3o
wrel

Rising to the Challenge
AT T [HAT FIAT

In response to this, the Indian government has shifted focus toward strengthening the
public transport system. In the Union Budget, the launch of the PM e-Bus Sewa-
Payment Security Mechanism was announced, aiming to enhance urban bus
transport by supporting nearly 10,000 buses. Furthermore, the introduction of the PM
Electric Drive Revolution in Innovative Vehicle Enhancement (PM e-Drive) scheme
aims to support the procurement of 14,000 e-buses, 1,10,000 e-rickshaws, and other
electric vehicles such as e-trucks and e-ambulances.

SH AL § A9 & [T A TR o rdsTiara TRaEgT TOITell Y FSTeeT it T fgam
A heH TG1T §| FET Fore A diee §-a7 Far-93ie RFnRE AFfasa v gesma fr o,
foraehT 3e¢ed el a7 IRaET FI 9gaT TATAT § 3R AITHIT 10,000 FAY FHI FHLIA ST & |
58 T1Y g1 1T §-315 AlSTall T Y3 T 15, fTFHhT 36227 14,000 -5, 1,10,000
§-ReFe a1 317 gAfaes argal ol §-g IR §-wrgelw i wlig F AT & B
However, the challenge is vast. As per estimates, India requires around 2,00,000 urban
buses, but currently only 35,000 buses, including e-buses, are operational—this is
significantly below the actual requirement. There has also been a push to build and
expand metro rail networks, especially in high-density cities, and the Budget has
allocated more funds for this purpose. Yet, the Economic Survey revealed that only
37% of urban residents in India have easy access to public transport, compared to

over 50% in Brazil and China. This demonstrates that India is still lagging behind in
developing an efficient public transport infrastructure.

gTelifeh TeAtcll SET SIST & | ITeTATeAT & 3eTHR S T AT 2,00,000 AT ST BT

HTGIHAT B, olfehet Wergrel dhaer 35,000 ¥ (S-574T Aigd) €1 aTe] §— TR H&AT &
HTH FH § | 3TT TAWEIT UeAcg aTe A H ALY I Acas & A7 3R Fear w o SR
fer arar g, 3R s@es T ae1e 7 3178 iRy smafed $r a$ g1 fhe oft, anfde wdfaqor 7 25
ATAE AT & {3 TR A el 37% el fevarel) & Ardorfores aRaget 1 3T Iga 1WA ¢,
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S fas gRage guTaer F e # A3 g

The development of metro systems is capital-intensive and long-term, relying heavily
on central funding. Despite such investments, most metro projects have not been
able to recover their fixed and operational costs, as ridership projections remain
unmet. The success of such projects largely depends on their alignment with high-
density routes. Moreover, users are highly fare-sensitive — even small increases in
fare can lead to a sharp decline in ridership.

A gorrelt 1 Ry vk g 3R e w8, S HET ¥ @ FF THR A BT |
IR AT &1 3T Al & araeig, srfRrerier At TR 319 TRl 31X aRaree aera
1 T TET FT TS B, FiTh AT WA HEAT B11:eT oT81 &1 Fehl ¢ | U Wiotere r
HholdT ST &6 dh 39 I AR LT & T 3 3= gelea arer AT 91 3menid § a1 81|
S 37CTTAT, SYARTHAT FTT & fT 3T fw Tagaela gia & — T ¥ 21 o et
#r ¥t i FEa A s ARrae o Tehdt #

Finally, because of the high cost of last-mile connectivity from metro stations to
homes or workplaces, many passengers prefer alternatives that balance comfort, cost,
and time. Unlike developed countries where public transport is heavily subsidised
to make metro services cheaper, India lacks the financial capacity to offer recurring
and large-scale subsidies.

3dd:, AQY TUAT A O AT FIACTA oo Yl ATEC ATFA FaATFeiael Sl 3HfAF dA1erd & FROT
g AT U faehed Yoaal & it g, amera 3k g5 o sy Aol sere | Rrsfda dut
& faudia, Sier araafas aiagsr &1 H @fewst &1 ST § Jrfes AT AaTt GE& &1, ARd &
91 3= faeier a1arar A€ § 6 ag 929 3 IR-aR & I arelt afeus yee o T |

Seeking Alternatives

et Y aemer

India needs cost-effective, road-based public transport to improve last-mile
connectivity.

H T T ATTA-FA, SF IR Areratfores aRaget i ITaeTenar ¢ dlieh A AT
FofFefad SR & T |

The current year’s Budget has increased allocations for urban bus systems,
continuing efforts to boost capacity, especially in metros.

39 99 & goic & U a7 yonferat & fAT 3des Jerm T 8, TSEd 9w &9 & Aer et
H &THCT Iere & I ST B
However, private investment remains limited due to uncertain returns.

maﬁ,mﬁﬁaawé:mﬁsﬁﬁmrmﬁamgm%‘l

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 9



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Government funding is now shifting from CNG buses to more expensive e-buses.
TN IS T Hwerstt a8 F gl AT8S A §-aa1 I AR TAHART 8F & &
Future bottom-up transport models may focus on electric, CNG, hydrogen, or
biofuel-based road transport systems.

FiaeT & R § S 1 3T T a1er IRTgT Alser 1 LA gafaes, HIvetoll, FRareie I
TRF AR T5F IRAE JUNTAAT I 8 Fehel & |

However, trams and trolleybuses are often ignored, even though a life cycle cost and
revenue analysis shows that trams can financially outperform e-buses.

gTeTifeh, 1A 3R el T 3R ASR3IEIST Y AT ST §, STafeh siast Tsh anrd 3
T faedwor g2 § b e e T @ §-9901 ¥ d9gaT Uee T Ahdl & |

These modes deserve serious policy consideration in India’s urban transport
planning.

Y Frered AR T gy aRag drsrar & e SNfdera R & aea gl

Some Estimates
g@ 317:|_;J=|1?-|'

To assess the financial viability of urban road-based transport, it is necessary to
evaluate revenue generation and profit or loss across its life cycle.

et T AR IRager 1 31T sgagrar &1 3eholed el & folv, [ Siiae ush &

ST oot 3R AT AT F1oX T Heiehet AT B

Analysis of profit and loss (P&L) percentages across modes of transport can help in
choosing the best future transit model.

fafee=r IRagsT = & ot 3R g (P&L) wfaera &1 faReivor e #fasy & gifse

Aol T YoTol H HETIh &1 Hehell ¢ |
Trams show a 45% long-term profitability over their average life cycle of seven
decades, with additional benefits like scalability and alignment with climate goals.

TIH T AT GAPT F SaeT Tsh 3 45% EYhIford aTeTdear g &, AT & Fhafafardr
3R Srerary A& F HTEIAT S HTAREFT ooy el &
In contrast, e-buses, which are currently the preferred mode in India, incur high

operational and replacement costs, resulting in a net loss of 82% over the same
period.

5T [, §-a8, S adA & ARA & wgfAs RAweq &, Hr irave= 3iv yfavama
T 3118 gl 8, FSTad 82% 1 ey | gl 8

Trolleybuses, while moderately efficient, still fall short of trams and show a minimal
loss over seven decades.

eielad, TSI Fo g2 ofeh B &, T 81 & Zrat i Forarr F i gt & 3N AT vt A
FgeTaH uTer i@l g
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e This raises an important question — are we investing in the most sustainable and
cost-effective solutions, or are we heading towards a future dependent on
continuous public subsidies?

TG Teh HEca YU Y2l 3OIdT § — T 64 Fad RT3 3N Arerar-Frerer wamemal & forder s
© &, 1 e g aenaR arastfere afeast . s sifdsg Fr i s 82

e The planned tram introduction in Kochi could be a turning point in India’s urban
transport evolution.

Ffea & frfora g i geara 3R & aedt TRags w7 v A3 g Jad B

e Reviving trams is not just nostalgia, as seen in Kolkata, but a strategic and timely
move towards a more sustainable and financially sound urban future.

TR Y TS FIAT haol HIAHIAT ST ATGIR AT LT &, dfeh Tg Tah WiefaF AR
FAATTH HEH ¢ ot feas IR nfls v @ garer aed srfarey v 307 of S Fehe 1
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Moody’s downgrade and U.S. fiscal reality

Moody’s downgrade of the US. credit rating unfold:

‘GS Paper lil’ Credit Rating
\Agencies

ECONOMI

Deepanshu Mohan

mid the chaos set in by

churning events and spurring

global uncertainty, there is an

interesting financial trend that
mainstream analysts are perhaps missing.
It is well known in economic history how
certain shifts don’t arrive with the roar of
crisis or the panic of a crash, but with the
quiet authority of inevitability — which
does have a crisis bearing, a fact that
often emerges post the aftermath of a
shock.

When Moody’s Investors Service finally
downgraded the credit rating of the
Unites States on May 16, there was no
dramatic nosedive in the markets, no
frantic emergency meetings, no
calamitous plunge in investor confidence.

Outwardly, the world barely flinched.
Yet beneath that projected calm, a silent
but monumental shift occurred - one, we
argue, may be remembered not for the
noise it made, but for silently indicating
the end of a long era of unchallenged U.S.
fiscal supremacy.

Foreshadowed for years

‘What made this moment so striking was
not that it happened suddenly, but that it
had been forecast in whispers and
footnotes of financial discourse for years.
For many, this was a long-delayed
acknowledgement that the financial world
had been indulging in a fiction for far too
long.

For most of the post-war period, the
U.S. held a rarefied status in the global
economy. Its treasury bonds were the
closest thing the financial system had to a
sacred object, utterly liquid, unfailingly
safe, and supported by the full faith and
credit of the world’s largest and most
dynamic economy. This privileged
position was not merely a reflection of
economic size or military might; it was
about trust.

Trust in America’s institutions, its
political system, its capacity for
self-correction, and its willingness,
however flawed, to eventually rein in
excess.

But the numbers have grown
impossible to ignore.

From discipline to dependence

A national debt that once stood at
manageable levels has ballooned into a
structural liability, breaching 120% of
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), and with
U.S. President Donald Trump's latest ‘Big
New Bill', i’s showing no signs of retreat.
Policymakers now speak about fiscal
sustainability in theoretical terms, while
pushing actual solutions further down an
ever-narrowing road.

This erosion has been gradual but
persistent.

The post-2008 era ushered in a new
norm of emergency spending, first to
rescue banks, then to stimulate recovery,
and later to shield households from the
pandemic’s chaos.

Each intervention may have been
justified in its own moment, but together
they forged a long-term addiction of
monetarists to deficit finance.

Unlike the post-World War 11
generation that slashed debt aggressively
through a combination of growth and
fiscal discipline, today’s political class
appears paralysed by polarisation and
unable to even pass budgets without the
threat of shutdown.

The confidence that also once
underpinned U.S. borrowing, rooted as
much in political stability as in economic
fundamentals, has taken a series of subtle
but significant blows, culminating in
Moody's reluctant decision to strip away
its final vote of unquestioning faith.

vithout panic, but m:

s a quiet shift in global fiscal confidence; for India, this moment mirrors deeper fiscal

vulnerabilities and calls for urgent reflection, restraint, and financial discipline

A Ou

! _
Matter of discussion: The In

dian economy is not immune to global fiscal contractions. GETTY IMAGES

Quiet warning

The chart shows India’s general government gross debt climbing to 80.4% of GDP and household

debt rising t0 39.16%

“For India, it reflects our financial vulnerabilities, habits, and an unwillingness to learn until the

consequences knock louder™
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inefficiencies, such as low tax compliance
and judicial delays in insolvency cases, to
underperforming logistics and lagging
education outcomes, further create
friction that slows down our momentum
when we most need agility. The result is a
disconnect.

Globally, the downgrade of the U.S.
credit ratings serves as a mirror and a
point of deeper financial, fiscal strategic
introspection.
ing markets with heavy debt

General government gross debt
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N—

’ Household debt, loans and debt securities
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Global recalibration a crisis like emergency-response mode.
But this downgrade, though symbolic, ‘The Indian economy is not immune to

carries implications that ripple far beyond
Wall Street. It comes at a time when
global financial allegiances are shifting,
when the dollar’s centrality in
international reserves is already under
quiet attack, and when major economies
are exploring alternatives to a U.S.-centric
system.

Central banks that once loaded up on
treasuries with near-religious regularity
are now hedging with gold. The euro and
other digital currencies are not a distant
idea. And while the markets have taken
this moment in stride, history teaches us
that great financial unravelings rarely
begin with panic — they begin witha
shrug. The cost becomes visible only later.

It is in this context that the Moody’s
downgrade must be understood, not as a
trigger of immediate collapse, but as a
marker of long-building pressure finally
piercing the illusion of permanence.

The world has not yet turned away
from the dollar, but it has begun to look
around. And that moment of looking, that
quiet recalibration of confidence, may
ultimately prove more consequential than
any single rating change.

As the curtain lifts on a new era of
fiscal realism, it is worth asking what this
development means not just for the U.S.,
but for countries that have built their own
economic strategies around American
reliability. The implications for India and
the rest of the world are only just
beginning to come into focus.

India’s fiscal mirror

For India, this moment is less about what
happens in Washington and more about
what it reveals back home: about our
financial vulnerabilities, habits, and
unwillingness to learn until the
consequences knock louder and harder in

global fiscal contractions.

With general government gross debt
hovering near 80% of GDP (IMF 2025),
our buffers are limited, especially in an
environment of rising global interest
rates. As U.S. Treasury yields climb to
accommodate perceived risk, investors
begin to reprice emerging market debt,
and India, despite its growth story,
remains vulnerable. This isn’t just
speculation.

We saw it vividly during the 2013 taper
tantrum, when capital outflows
pummelled the rupee and exposed our
dependence on external financing. A
similar shift today would pressure the
Reserve Bank of India, complicate deficit
management, and test India’s ability to
shield growth without stoking inflation.

Deeper fiscal malaise

But beyond macro shocks lies a deeper
malaise, which is our domestic fiscal
culture.

While India dreams big, it continues to
drag a ball and chain of fiscal populism.

Successive governments have treated
pre-election seasons as open tabs of
irrational fiscal exuberance, which come
with serious budgetary and fiscal health
warnings.

The recent Lok Sabha and Vidhan
Sabha elections also saw parties tripping
over themselves with giveaways, and if
Bihar’s upcoming polls are anything to go
by, we should probably brace for another
round of headline-grabbing promises.
One suspects the only limit left is
creativity.

This fiscal approach comes with
compounding ripple effects. High deficits
crowd out private investment, distort
credit flows, and leave little room for
developmental capital. Structural

burdens and borrowing positions
accompanied by low-growth cycles, like
Brazil and South Africa too are already
facing rising borrowing costs. Even
developed economies, including
Germany (debt-to-GDP at 62.5%) and
Canada (at 110.8%), now operate under
closer scrutiny. The message is clear:
credibility is no longer inherited; it must
be earned and maintained.

For India, this is surely not a moment
to panic, but a moment to pause, reflect,
and enact fiscal caution and financial
discipline. Not because we are in the line
of fire, but because the conditions that
brought the fire elsewhere are not
unfamiliar. The discipline we often defer
cannot be delayed forever.

If fiscal credibility is being repriced
globally, India must ask whether it wants
to wait for markets to demand change or
lead that change on its own terms.

Caution and prudence for India
Fiscal caution and prudence are no longer
virtues for crisis moments, they are the
foundation for resilience in this age of the
new normal. Caution for India does not
mean a widespread adoption of austerity
measures; rather, it means there is more
clarity needed in strategy, both in the
short, medium-and-long term. It means
investing not in headlines, but in core
economic foundations: job-creating
infrastructure, future-ready skills, and
systems that outlast election cycles. It
means resisting the seduction of easy
populism.

Loan waivers and free power may win
votes, but they do little to build the trust
that both global capital and citizens
themselves seek in a modern state.
Structural reforms must move beyond
committee reports. Trade resilience must
be rooted not in slogans but in strategic
diversification.

Above all, Indian policymakers need to
recognise that in the age of capital
mobility, the loss of credibility is rarely
noisy, but always consequentially
expensive. While the U.S. has reminded
the world that prestige is not protection,
India should take the hint early.
(Deepanshu Mohan is Professor and Dean,
O.P. Jindal Global University.

Ankur Singh contributed to this column
and is a research analyst)

Moody’s Downgrade and U.S. Fiscal Reality

Moody’s downgrade of the U.S.
credit rating marks a silent but
significant shift, piercing the
illusion of fiscal permanence
without triggering immediate
market panic.

v

The world begins to look
around, as the dellar’s
centrality faces quiet
challenges and global
confidence undergoes a subtle
recalibration.

v

For India, this moment is a
mirror reflecting its own fiscal
wvulnerabilities, highlighting the
urgent need to resist populism
and lead with financial
discipline.
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HENS dY s3SI IARHT At Torar T areafasmar

Moody’s downgrade of the U.S. credit rating did not cause panic but marked a
quiet shift in global fiscal confidence.

AR it Fi3e Wer # 7hier it Frrae 7 gavge 7€ Hos, Afa dRaw woadT
fareara & ve i aqarg # RfEAT Fan

e This moment reflects deeper fiscal vulnerabilities for India and signals a need for
urgent reflection, restraint, and financial discipline.

g &T0T TR & T T8 T T FHAAINAT Y &21Tar & 3R deprer Rigs, @3+ 3k
T sregemaer &Y raRTeRar @ AT ST B

Moody's Ratings
Erer e

e Moody's Ratings provides international financial research on bonds issued by
commercial and government entities.

o e Werw aftrfoae ik avar wrnsit garT S arEt o sraRrsdrr Rl after vere
AT B

e Moody's, along with Standard & Poor's and Fitch Group, is considered one of the
Big Three credit rating agencies.

o T, Tss v IRt 3R R g ¥ @y Pee e T e W vt F A v
AT ST &

¢ ltis also included in the Fortune 500 list of 2021.

o g 2021 FY BicdeT 500 T H o M 5

e The company ranks the creditworthiness of borrowers using a standardized
ratings scale which measures expected investor loss in the event of default.

o YT Teh ATThIGH YT Fhel HT ITANT Fah SURHATIHT Y FOT AT T I Al &,
St RBwiee &1 feufa e & wenfaa e w1 AT g

e Moody's Ratings rates debt securities in several bond market segments.

o I3 ETH S dies TR Wt # For gfasfaat Hr e wxar g

e These include government, municipal and corporate bonds; managed
investments such as money market funds and fixed-income funds; financial

institutions including banks and non-bank finance companies; and asset classes
in structured finance.
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o 3AH AT & MY, TR A9 3k Frafe afes; yafra Aaer, S 7 Arbe v 31
fhrrs-sawA b3 T e, Saa dF 3t d-ds R Fafaar anfaa g 3ikk
wRa R & aRwafy a9

* In Moody's Ratings system, securities are assigned a rating from Aaa to C, with Aaa
being the highest quality and C the lowest quality.

« 7AYot YT yorrel A, gferfaat a1 Aaa & C a& $Y IRer & Sl §, 1@+ Aaa Ted 359
IoTaaT 3N C Fad et Fpora &l gelfiar &

* Moody's was founded by John Moody in 1909, to produce manuals of statistics related
to stocks and bonds and bond ratings.

* BT T TATTAT 1909 F SATeT 3 SaRT A 3T ATET TuT 3a7ehy Wear & waiftra wifahrr
ATIHA TIR e o Torw & 778 Y|

* In 1975, the company was identified as a Nationally Recognized Statistical Rating
Organization (NRSRO) by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission.

- 1975 #, Fuet 1 Juw RAFNRES T3 vawsar HHARNET qaRT T AT FaX W AT WIed
HIfETHT I WarasT (NRSRO) & &Y F AIAT &1 TS|

* Following several decades of ownership by Dun & Bradstreet, Moody's Investors Service
became a separate company in 2000.

* 3T U3 $3FEIT & 3 G2 & A & d1G, AN gwaeed Hiad 2000 7 UF ¥ HYell dof
TS|

* Moody's Corporation was established as a holding company.

» TS FIARAT T Teh FifeseT HaAl & & H TS Fohar 17|

* On 6 March 2024, Moody's Investors Service was renamed to Moody's Ratings.

« 6 AT 2024 FH! ASS FeATCH AEH T ATH Sg el Aster eIH F AT arm|

Quiet Shifts, Not Loud Crises
dsT Ghe 81, afes Oid deara

o Financial history shows that some shifts come with the authority of inevitability, not
with panic.

o 3iden sider fewre § 7o 3o deia ifaardar & R & @y 3ma €, 7 & gaRge &
arY|
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These changes may signal a crisis only after the shock has passed.

I aREcTeT 3R AeHT didet F 91¢ & Hhe HT Fhd &d 8|

Moody’s downgraded U.S. credit rating on May 16, but markets didn’t panic.

16 7E Y A o AR A H¥e W A wer 7, AfhaT oR! & F1§ gerge ¢ |
There were no emergency meetings or major market crashes.

FIE ITITARTeNT d6% AT TT TR FHE 6T QT 3T

However, a monumental shift occurred quietly — possibly indicating the end of U.S.
fiscal supremacy.

gTelifeh, Teh HEeaqur Seeltd JaaTT E3T — SiY ATTe IARHT Y TSTHIANT ASST & 37et I

3R SART FIT &
This downgrade was not sudden but had been predicted subtly in financial
discussions for years.

Ig TRTae 3remee gt oY, sfesh avt & faehar wraiail & oR-e srepnfaa o)

It marked an acknowledgement that global finance has indulged in illusion for too
long.

=T I TR fFar fF 3as e & &9 9787 a9 v 97 & S )

For decades, U.S. treasury bonds were considered ultra-safe and highly liquid.
cerehi oieh, IARERY EordY afegw o1 dge FRfdra AR e AT ST 7|

Their value was based on trust in America’s institutions and ability to self-correct.
SeTehl AT ARET iy FEU13t IR AeH-FUR A avarar 7 feary o smenRa o
But fiscal numbers are now too big to ignore.

et 3T TTPIET HF3 a9 93 8 I 8 T 3o NeTQWT 7! (h AT SIT HehveT|

From Discipline to Dependence

reTerHe @ foyeiar 1 3%

U.S. national debt has crossed 120% of GDP, with no signs of retreat.

IARET T T For e AR F 120% F 38T g g 8, 3R sHA Folt F RS FHa
Ci

Policies like Trump’s ‘Big New Bill' are increasing this burden.

€q &1 'R = R SR Afoat 5w aer @1 3R Ter W

Policymakers speak of fiscal sustainability theoretically, while delaying actual
action.

AfafaATar TeT Puar @ ara dguifas 77 & F3d §, dfheT aafas Fas #
el 6 8

After 2008, emergency spending became the norm — first for banks, then for
households during COVID.

2008 & §T¢, 3TTdehlole T HTATH &1 AT — Ugol sohi o fow, I ifdg F el e &
o
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This led to a long-term addiction to deficit financing.

=W °T1e & faaaiyor i w1 od o9 TS|

Unlike the post-WWII leaders, today’s politicians are polarised and unable to act
decisively.

i f4ed Feer & a1e & Ac13il & faudid, 3T F Teraran faenfara 8 3 foires wiars
A A AT §|

U.S. borrowing was once backed by confidence in stability — this has now
weakened.

IARFY 3T Fait FPuar & fearw & gofda ff — 39 95 FAGAR A TM B
Moody’s downgrade is a symbol of fading global trust in U.S. fiscal governance.
IS Y SEAATST 3ARFT i TR cgaEdT | ed dRaw frearw 1 9w ¢
The downgrade is symbolic, but its effects go beyond Wall Street.

Ig fRTae gdiecA® ¢, fha 3T U37Ta afer T F 3T d% a2

It comes as global financial loyalties are shifting.

g W TAEY H 3T § oI ARae Rl e g @ §

The dollar’'s dominance in global reserves is being quietly challenged.

STor T aeea 319 oR-ef getelt &t s 1

Central banks are buying gold instead of just treasuries.

HE d e haer T A T AT @G W |

Digital currencies and the euro are gaining traction as alternatives.

BfSree Femw 3k IR 1 fRFewl F w7 & AT AT @ L

Markets are calm for now, but historical collapses rarely begin with panic.

TohelgTel STSTR 20T &, wifshet 3faeTe aarar ¢ fF a3 faeiir woe gavge @ &), afew o=
YE A B

Moody’s downgrade signals long-term pressure, breaking the illusion of fiscal
permanence.

S 1 Tg Aae o Tuflicd & oA Y disa I Qewifores garg i g2 3|
The world has not yet abandoned the dollar, but it has started to look for alternatives.
gferdn o1 318fY Teh STeIX Y oTE1 BITT &, Afehet Rl A ermer e & &

This recalibration of confidence could be more important than any single downgrade.

Ig forearwr 1 Qo A{eaia [l 8ff Tehel SI3131S & 3T Agcaqol Hfd &1 Fehell B

Implications for India and the World

AR 3T feg & v ysma

A new era of fiscal realism is emerging.

TP JUTHATE T Teh AT T 39 TGT |
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o Countries like India, which depend on American fiscal reliability, must now rethink
their strategies.

HIT S8 <o, it 3rARAT Teraridfiar s o) 39 €, 31 aralt Torahferat ox qafdem 3
e This moment calls for discipline, foresight, and readiness for structural change.
TE TAY AT, GG 1 3 Ta=Teaa TRade F fore AR @ & Aer e 31

o If you'd like this analysis converted into a handout, infographic, or short explainer, | can
prepare that too.

India’s Fiscal Mirror

AR T ASTH T Sqor

e For India, this moment is less about what is happening in Washington and more about
what it reflects about India’s own financial vulnerabilities, habits, and crisis-driven
learning.

R & forT Ig 8707 aTfRieTesT & a7 &Y T@T &, 399 &H 3R 3IRa & 319+ fa=fir
FANRET, 3edr 3R Tohe-IRT TG TR FIET Higd gl

e The Indian economy is not immune to global fiscal contractions.
HREART 3refeaaeaT 3Ras T Hae & 37 781 ¢

e With general government gross debt nearing 80% of GDP (IMF, 2025), India’s
buffers are limited, especially amid rising global interest rates.

TIHR T Hhel FOT GDP FT TIHI 80% T Tgd T ¢ (IMF, 2025), TSy 1R hr
& NATT DA §, Gt dRaw sarer a3 & T6a & AR A

o As U.S. Treasury yields rise to reflect higher risk, investors start repricing emerging
market debt, making India vulnerable despite its growth story.

oI 81 3ARFY ol ez SHTEUA & HROT d6d &, A 33Ra TaRY & F0T 1 Hodishat
deold 8, fored (IR FHAR To1cll &, H &1 3T Tahrd FHglell Aol 81|

e This is not just theory; in the 2013 taper tantrum, capital outflows battered the rupee
and exposed India’s reliance on external financing.

I Haol fAcHTd 61 §; 2013 & TR e H, Golt afgeiatet o 9 1 AR fomar 3K o
T aredt fae W forsiRar 1 39meR fRa

e A similar shift today would strain the Reserve Bank of India, complicate deficit
management, and test India’s ability to maintain growth without triggering inflation.

37T T g off AT sl Rerd & W gara sreiel, g1e & yatrer &7 e aareel 3k
AEREHIA & 9T fahr SATT IW= i TR Y &THdT 1 RN |

Deeper Fiscal Malaise

T e A
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e Beyond macroeconomic shocks, India suffers from a deeper fiscal culture malaise.
ST 31T STeehl U 31T, R ASTHIIT FEHT hY 788 AT § 57 @i el

e India continues to carry the burden of fiscal populism while pursuing big dreams.
AR 93 T ST U &7 AhefaiTast TShog Alfaral 7 STt 37T &

o Pre-election seasons are treated as a time for fiscal exuberance, leading to warnings
about budgetary and fiscal health.

AT G4 FHAY T AN 3cHTE o TG A ST Tl ¢, 5168 a1 3R Terprd
TARELY HY oo AT 37T B |

o Recent Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha elections were filled with giveaways, and similar
promises are expected in Bihar’s upcoming polls.

glioraT AFas 3R Remaasm e & 3ugR arvonsit 1 sRAR @, 3R R & 3w
geral & ¢ ET &g i 3FAIE B

e The only limit left seems to be creativity.
VAT J97dT & T 319 Shdol TAATCHSAT &) ThATT TIAT 97 1

e Such fiscal practices lead to ripple effects: high deficits crowd out private
investment, distort credit flows, and leave little room for developmental capital.

$H g T TR Tgfat &5 FoTa siscl §: 3ea urer fsh fader 7 a1ey ¥ g, &or
vaTg ! faemsdr & 3R e it & fow Strg =18 s

o Structural inefficiencies like low tax compliance, judicial delays, poor logistics, and
lagging education further slow progress.

FASNRAT 7T T IR AT FIAT B

e This creates a disconnect when India needs the most agility.

Ig Tar=daet O gl & STd 37T bl Ferly 37TeIeh Felf hT ITaegehcl gei &

A Global Mirror and the Need for Introspection

3fRa® ador 3T smcARRaa Y 3maeTSHar

e The U.S. credit downgrade acts as a mirror for India’s own fiscal strategy.
AR FT HIFT sBAIE HRA FI TTPHT WA & fow v gior fr R B

e Emerging markets like Brazil and South Africa with high debt and low growth already
face rising borrowing costs.

STt 3R ST&TOT 3hYeRT S 33T ATGTR, TSieT 9X 3% 0T 3N F Fefr 8, Tgo! 81 agd!

ST AT T TTHAT TR

o Even developed economies like Germany (62.5%) and Canada (110.8%) now face
increased scrutiny.

&7 doh o T (62.5%) 31T FATT (110.8%) T fawfaa srdfegasamm off 319 310
ST FH SRR HE
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o The message is clear: credibility is no longer inherited; it must be earned and
maintained.

Heer Tose & faRaweiadr 319 RAwd # 748t e, 39 FATE 3R S0 I@=r 91 1

e India must use this moment to pause, reflect, and embrace financial discipline — not
out of fear, but out of foresight.

T T S &T0T T IUANT Fehet, FAAR a1, 3R Fareli regermaet 39eT1a) & forw st
AIET — ST A g1, dfeeh gIg e A

Caution and Prudence for India

R & fow gadar 3k faaw
e Fiscal caution and prudence are now foundational for resilience, not just tools for
crisis.

T TR TdehdT 3T 9 had e & IYRIUT o181, Sfoch oTdlelTdel T A &1

o Caution does not mean austerity, but clarity in short-, medium-, and long-term
strategy.

Tdehdl &1 31T FSRAT A1, Ifesh WiAfa F TISEATE — e I8 HeThIiaH,
HAEGAFITAS, IT YEThIfoid &l

¢ India must invest in core economic foundations like job-creating infrastructure,
future-ready skills, and stable systems.

HR T ASAR Forer Hrgavaan, sfasy & v TR e, 31k . gonfaat s@ qa
nfdw TRt A fAder swer wifgvl

e India must resist populist temptations such as loan waivers and free power, which
may win votes but erode trust.

HRA 1 HOT ATHY IR qF fasrell Sieh Sereqsiraer areral o1 faQer e =nfge, s
Hor & die T, 9T faRamd &1 FHR R &

e Structural reforms must go beyond committee reports, and trade resilience must be
based on strategic diversification, not slogans.

TEATeAS GUN 1 wfAfd Rt @ 3mr s @iy, siv samr seftemer &1 woEhfas
Rt W 3mRa g arfeT, 7 & Fad AR 9T

o Policymakers must realise that in the age of capital mobility, loss of credibility is often
silent but always costly.

AT-TAATA3NT Y FHAST =T o galt arferelierar & o7 &, freawaigar #r gifar
HFE YA el & wifohet g Agaft ol &

e The U.S. has shown that prestige is not protection. India must act early to preserve its
fiscal reputation.

AR o G@rn § fob TfsaT IS Y& Fad oAgl &| Rl I el ASTHNT G
AT (@l & T AT @A FedA 3o =IgU|

Page69

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. ThisBook Campaign and Women's Prize for Fiction
feages srfdame stk Retw wisar vk Reererar

2. Trump Launches $5 Million ‘Gold Card’ U.S. Residency
Visa Website

<9 A $5 fAforaeT ‘Meg F12° AN S e daamse
e Y

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. In 2014,
the Baileys Women'’s Prize for Fiction launched the #ThisBook campaign to
find out which books written by women have had the biggest impact on
readers. X is one of the books listed. The protagonist of X has the surname
of a bird. Name X. Ans: To Kill a Mockingbird

2. This influential writer, who has won the Women’s Prize for Fiction,
published her latest book this year. A TED talk by her on feminism became
a worldwide conversation and was published as a book. An essay she
wrote about losing her father was also published as a book. Name her.
Ans: Chimamanda Adichie

ThisBook Campaign and Women's Prize for Fiction

ferage arfarame stk fRetw wisar vk Reerera

e In 2014, the Baileys Women’s Prize for Fiction launched the #ThisBook campaign to
find out which books written by women had the biggest impact on readers.

2014 # i1t fadtw wrger BR Rherere A #idaqe Afdarer & fohar oifes g oefr s s
Goh Ton AfGET3T ganT fordr 315 shlea-&T frTal & aTeehi oY @ad 93T THTE 93T

e One of the books listed in the campaign was “To Kill a Mockingbird”, where the
protagonist's surname is the name of a bird.
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58 31T 7 gRaey JEd 7 § U oY “g et 3 Alfdaras”, vt F&7 a1 &7 39
T qaft & A W

Answer: To Kill a Mockingbird
3 € et 37 Alfdharas

e This influential writer, who has won the Women’s Prize for Fiction, published her latest
book this year.

g JHTIRATHT ATGHI, TSegial fadT UIger R fherere SiaT &, 7 50 a¥ 37961 18 fhdme
EEAIRGED]

o ATED talk by her on feminism became a worldwide conversation and was later
published as a book.

3eTehT AIYaTE, W) T a7rm TED e Uer 3Ras =it 91 a1 3R a1g & U qeas & &9 A
EERIRC R
¢ An essay she wrote about losing her father was also published as a book.

3egial 319 FaT Y @t o 3e7e1a IR forar I faarer off veh Qs o &9 H FehifRI foha|

Answer: Chimamanda Adichie

37 AR [T
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WASHINGTON

Trump unveils website for $5 mn
‘Gold Card’ US. residency visa

L e L e : AFP

U.S. President Donald Trump launched a website, TrumpCard.gov,
for his $5 million “Gold Card” visa, offering wealthy foreigners
permanent U.S. residency and a path to citizenship. The card aims
to attract investors, promising green card privileges and economic
benefits amid ongoing immigration debates. AFP

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Trump Launches
$5 Million ‘Gold
Card’ U.S.
Residency Visa
Website

9 $5 fAfogeT
‘Mo F1S’ AN
LS i aeaEe
. U.S. President
Donald Trump launched a
website, TrumpCard.gov,

for a $5 million “Gold
Card” visa scheme.

IARFY Isgafa AAres o
TrumpCard.gov dTd%
qedTSe died &1, Y i $5
fAfee & “aites #1837 e
STl o forw B

. The card offers
wealthy foreigners a

chance for permanent U.S. residency and a path to citizenship.
Ig F1s gaar fageft arier HF Turh 3RS Fara iR arerReEar F g v S gl

o It aims to attract investors, promising green card privileges and economic benefits,

amid ongoing immigration debates.

ST 3652 Tt #t I e &, foweT ofiet 18 Stelt giyene 3 anfdie omer &
T arer T T §, S T ToT TEY HTaeTeT 9gaT & d 9L fhar aram g
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