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INBRIEF

Baux1te mining row: activists

turned away from Rayagada

Several activists led by Medha Patkar were
stopped by the Odisha Police and turned away
after they arrived in Rayagada district to address
a public meeting on World Environment Day,
early Thursday. District authorities stated that
the activists’ presence could inflame tensions in
the region, where tribal people are opposing
bauxite mining in the Sijimali Reserve. “As soon
as we got off the train, police stopped us and said
we were not allowed to leave the railway station.
We are not criminals. We had come to Rayagada
to speak about the importance of protecting the
environment,” Ms. Patkar said over phone.
Fellow activists Lingaraj and Narendra Mohanty
were forced to leave the district.

Bauxite Mining Row: Activists
Turned Away from Rayagada

dIFaTSe @ [Qare: 96T &
FHIRIHATT T I ST T=AT

Several activists led by Medha Patkar were
stopped by the Odisha Police and turned away
after they arrived in Rayagada district to
address a public meeting on World
Environment Day, early Thursday.

F$ FIASATAT HT Accd HT T AUT IIEHT Y
3f3em gfaw & Vet 3R 37 Trperer o 7 few
IRV fead & WasIad T F 0T F9 &
fow ggwet & a1 argw A= feam arm|

o District authorities stated that the activists’
presence could inflame tensions in the region, where
tribal people are opposing bauxite mining in the
Sijimali Reserve.

TSTeIT wREeT of g b FRISArs &1 3ufeafa & 39 &7
H deI1d §¢ ThdT g, STel Afeard aer fRAforards Red &

SIFATSE WeAe T [T T [ 2
e “As soon as we got off the train, the police stopped
us and said we were not allowed to leave the railway

station. We are not criminals. We had come to Rayagada to speak about the importance
of protecting the environment,” said Ms. Patkar over the phone.

HET ATeehT o TleT IX T, “STH 61 6 o7 & IR, I ¥ g et 3R el o g1 Yerd
T BISH T ITATT FAET &1 H IORTEN LT 8 | § TATaROT HI&TUT oh Hged I I1ed el

AT 3T A |”

o Fellow activists Lingaraj and Narendra Mohanty were forced to leave the district.

3oTeh QT et foarrer 3R g Al a1 forer @ aex fReneret ox AT fowam aram
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Data edit

2024 bauxite production and reserves
(thousands of tons)!'!

Country Production Reserves

World 450,000 29,000,000
1 | B Guinea 130,000 | 7,400,000
2 @l Australia 100,000 | 3,500,000
3 [l China 93,000 680,000
-l Brazil 33,000 | 2,700,000
5 | ™= |ndonesia 32,000 | 2,800,000
6 | === India 25,000 650,000

By States, Odisha alone accounts for 41% of country's resources of bauxite followed by
Chhattisgarh 20%, Andhra Pradesh (12%), Gujarat (8%), Jharkhand (6%), Maharashtra (5%)
and Madhya Pradesh (4%). Major bauxite resources are concentrated in the East Coast
bauxite deposits in Odisha and Andhra Pradesh.
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Digital

Census to speed up enumeration, aid

p011C1es Wlth timely and accurate data: Centre

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Enumerators for the 2027
Census will make data en-
tries on apps on smart-
phones for the first time,
meaning that the data can
be processed in real time,
officials said on Thursday.
This would enable faster
publication of datasets,
rather than having them
spread out over the decade
following a population
count, as has been the case
in the past Censuses.

Speeding up the process
will allow those who make
policies and implement
schemes to draw from
more accurate and timely
data, a government report
said.

The 2027 Census is like-
ly to use the templates of
two mobile applications
and a portal called the
Census Management and
Monitoring System

The 2027 Census is likely to use mobile apps and a portal called the
Census Management and Monitoring System. K. MURALI KUMAR

(CMMS), which were deve-
loped for the planned 2021
Census. Since comprehen-
sive caste information will
also be collected for the
first time in Independent
India, the apps will be
tweaked and updated to in-
clude this data.

According to the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) 2023-24 annual re-
port, the CMMS portal will
be used to monitor the ap-

pointment of Census func-
tionaries, including enum-
erators and supervisors;
the training schedule of
Census officials; the pro-
gress of field-work by each
enumerator on a real time
basis; and the “auto-gener-
ation of some Census
Records/Abstracts”.

The mobile applications
— Census 2021-Household
and PE-Census 2021 (Popu-
lation Enumeration) — are

both available on Google
Play Store and the Apple
platform, but can only be
accessed by government
enumerators.

The Census 2021-House-
hold on Google Play had
more than 50,000 down-
loads and an average rating
of 3.5. Many users com-
plained that they were un-
able to login despite multi-
ple attempts and the edit
option was not available,
which led to the deletion of
all data entries.

30 lakh enumerators

According to ‘The Treatise
on Indian Censuses Since
1987’, a report released by
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah in May 2023, “it is es-
timated that the data
would be collected from 33
crore households and like-
ly to cover 136 crore peo-
ple”. Around 30 lakh en-
umerators will fan out to
24 lakh  enumeration

blocks, each comprising
around 800 people.

The report said that till
the 2011 Census, the activi-
ties were managed and
monitored through ma-
nual processes, which re-
sulted in “late output of
Census results due to ob-
vious reasons”.

“After gathering a lot of
experience from previous
Censuses, the need for a
suitable online Manage-
ment Information System
was felt. This led to the de-
velopment of the CMMS.
Experience of past census
exhibits that lots of time
and resources were being
consumed in digitisation of
data collected from the
field resulting in delayed
processing and dissemina-
tion of results by almost a
decade,” the report said.

The provision of paper
schedules is also being
kept, in case of connectivi-
ty issues, it said.

Dassault Aviation ties up with Tata for Rafale fighter fuselage
production in India

R # Whel d35T% AT & a3 & faAtor & faw gar viyee sikk
rara e G E AR
Dassault Aviation and Tata Advanced Systems Limited have signed four

Production Transfer Agreements to manufacture the Rafale fighter aircraft
fuselage for India and global markets.

gHT viauere 31 2T vEaies fAverw Affes a R 3R ARgs aomrt & T ube
5T, faaTa & g & Ao 9 AR WsFre gw vafide 9T g R

o Dassault Aviation described this as a significant step in enhancing India’s aerospace
manufacturing and supporting global supply chains.

T TR & S0 AR Y TIRNFAH TAATOT $THAT Y Aot e X ARaw 3myfet
HEATHT I HEAIT Co 2T f&RT # Teh Agea ot HGH S|
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o The facility will serve as a critical hub for high-precision manufacturing and marks a
vital investment in India's aerospace infrastructure.

Ig giaur sa-aReretdr A#ATor & foav v Ageaqet Fa & €9 7 1 Hl 1R oRa &
TN e H Ageaqor fAder &7 Heve ol &
o Tata Advanced Systems will set up a production facility in Hyderabad to manufacture

key structural sections of Rafale, including the lateral shells of the rear fuselage,
complete rear section, central fuselage, and front section.

> = WESEY ) = €7 2!

TF JcuTeeT FIaHT T T,
Sl STl Thel & AT WAATHS

\ N\ Sy SRS st ok S ¥ as ¥ aed
TRaT ST |

¢ The first fuselage sections
%! are expected to roll off the line

24 | by 2028, with the plant

—Sgml  delivering up to two complete

[ A
- s

. 2
‘g v"\jl( e ,.i;_
d ' : - fuselages per month.

q‘{ﬁﬂgﬂ:%&#%zozsﬁmﬁa%gaﬁeﬁrm%aﬂmggﬁmanﬁﬁa@ag
deh a1 3mgfd &an

o For the first time, Rafale fuselages will be produced outside France, strengthening the
supply chain in India, said Eric Trappier, CEO of Dassault Aviation.

TEel R, Aol & U3 W & &g Jo10 S0, fHad oRa #F smqfed sj@a Aot greh, var
el gal Tiauere & gt o TR

o Dassault highlighted that the expansion of local partners like TASL will help meet
quality and competitiveness standards in Rafale production.

cdr o e fah erer St T Fufaat & Rear & T o 31 aoreer ik

SfAETUTeHS AT & AT T QT H H A, THe |

e Sukaran Singh, CEO and MD of Tata Advanced Systems, stated that this partnership
marks a significant step in India’s aerospace journey.

CTeT USaIEs fAeerd & W3l AR gaer fieeren gaor fig o a1 o Ig Asiery 3R
WRIFIH I H 0F Ageaqul HGH o

e He added that producing the complete Rafale fuselage in India shows deep trust in
Tata’s capabilities and strong collaboration with Dassault.

3@t gl foh TR 3 quT el &3 1 fARATOT erer &1 aTHan3it oX 18T farearw 3R gt &
T AT TEAT A g
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PICTURE OF THE WEEK
A spectacular sky

Sunset at Araku Valley in Alluri Sitharama Raju district in the Eastern Ghats in Andhra Pradesh. K.R. DEEPAK
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TOPICS COVERED GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1.

Trump Revives Travel Ban Against 12 Countries

€ 12 AT 9T I wiaeer {6 & e frar

. EC upgrades system to create Index Cards for analysing

data
AT 3T faRAoT & AT $397 1S o1t Y yorrell # EC 1

YIS

. Pakistan Named Vice-Chair of UN Anti-Terror

Committee: Congress Calls it Most Unfortunate
HYFd TSE T ATcAharg-Aeh TATT 7 wrfhedre w1 sureaa
qATT ST TR FAH F F8T — Hedd gHIaqor

. Jaishankar Stresses Need to Boost India-Central Asia

Links
T o HRA-Ferd TRAT Heert Y AT w3t 1
AT W AR fear

. The University versus Constitutionally Protected Speech

freafagres saw gduwfas v @ aaa sffcafda
L ECEC]

. A Eurocentric Reset, a Gateway for India

TOT Fiega qadaee, 3R & faw v saw

. New Government Job Reservation Policy in Ladakh

Teard A 5 TSN At 3maTor sfifer
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Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump signed a new travel
ban targeting 12 countries
that comes into effect on
Monday, reviving one of
the most controversial
measures from his first
term. The move bans all
travel to the U.S. by nation-
als of Afghanistan, Myan-
mar, Chad, Republic of the
Congo, Equatorial Guinea,
Eritrea, Haiti, Iran, Libya,
Somalia, Sudan, and Ye-
men, according to the
White House.

Mr. Trump said on Wed-
nesday that the measure
was spurred by a makeshift
flamethrower attack on a
Jewish protest in Colorado
that U.S.  authorities
blamed on an Egyptian
man they said was in the
country illegally.

However, Egypt was
notably not on the list of
countries facing travel res-
trictions.

Mr. Trump also imposed
a partial ban on travellers

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

The U.S. President's revival of immigration policy
from his first term bans citizens of 12 countries

C losed from travelling to the U.S., while entry restrictions
are imposed on those from 7 countries

Ban applicable to citizens of:
® Afghanistan ® Myanmar ® Chad ® The Republic of

Partial entry restrictions
to affect nationals from:
= Burundi® Cuba ® Laos
® Sierra Leone ® Togo

® Turkmenistan ® Venezuela | ® Somalia ® Yemen

Congo ® Equatorial Guinea ® Eritrea ® Haiti ® Iran
= | ibya ® Somalia ® Sudan ® Yemen

Countries affected by
the 2017 restrictions:
® |raq ® Syria ® Iran
mSudan ® Libya

from seven other coun-
tries: Burundi, Cuba, Laos,
Sierra Leone, Togo, Turk-
menistan, and Venezuela.
Some temporary work vi-
sas from those countries
will be allowed.

Olympics excluded
The ban will not apply to
athletes competing in the
2026 FIFA World Cup,
which the U.S. is co-host-
ing with Canada and Mexi-
co, as well as the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics, Mr.
Trump’s order said.
Diplomats from the tar-
geted countries will also be

excluded from the ban, ac-
cording to the spokesman
of the secretary-general of
the United Nations head-
quartered in New York.

“The recent terror at-
tack in Boulder, Colorado,
has underscored the ex-
treme dangers posed to
our country by the entry of
foreign nationals who are
not properly vetted,” Mr.
Trump said in a video mes-
sage from the Oval Office.
“We don’t want them.”

Mr. Trump also an-
nounced separately on
Wednesday a ban on visas
for foreign students who

are set to begin attending
Harvard University, ramp-
ing up his crackdown on
what he regards as a bas-
tion of liberalism.

With seven of the 12
countries banned being
from Africa, the African
Union said the move would
harm “people-to-people
ties, education exchange,
commercial engagement,
and broader diplomatic re-
lations” and urged “con-
structive dialogue”.

Chad’s Foreign Minister
Abdoulaye Sabre Fadoul
said that the government
was “surprised” by the ban
and said it “completely dis-
regards” N’Djamena’s
commitment to tackling
terror.

Venezuela said the Unit-
ed States itself was a dange-
rous destination, while
Amnesty  International
USA called the ban “dis-
criminatory, racist, and
downright cruel.”

In Myanmar, one stu-
dent affected by the ban
only got her U.S. study visa
two days ago and said it

Trump Revives Travel Ban Against 12 Countries

€ 12 AT 9T I Fiaeer {67 & e frar

U.S. President Donald Trump signed a new travel ban targeting 12 countries,
effective from Monday, reviving one of the most controversial policies from his

first term.

AR & Tegaf TS g9 A FAGR A AP 1 qTed 12 AT FT A8 FIT O 47 A7

would hit many young peo-
ple’s dreams of escaping
oppression.

“We don’t really have
life here, and people want
to escape to a country
where we can breathe, we
can walk, we can study,”
she said from Yangon.

The ban could yet face
legal challenges, as have
many of the drastic mea-
sures Mr. Trump has taken
since his whirlwind return
to office in January.

Mr. Trump gave specific
reasons for each country in
his proclamation.

The U.S. President said
Taliban-ruled Afghanistan
and war-torn Libya, Sudan,
Somalia and Yemen lacked
“competent” central auth-
orities for processing pass-
ports and vetting.

Iran, with which the Un-
ited States is in negotia-
tions on a possible nuclear
deal, was included because
it is a “state sponsor of ter-
rorism,” the order said.

CRACKDOWN ON HARVARD
» PAGE 14

gfaaer gise {6, Y 3% g FIFI Y FId [Aaerue Afaal # @ v o

o The ban blocks all travel to the U.S. by nationals of Afghanistan, Myanmar, Chad,
Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Haiti, Iran, Libya, Somalia,
Sudan, and Yemen.

e, arefor, Fere 3R T3 & AR & 3ARET 7 Jar H Ashar gl

e Trump said the ban was triggered by a flamethrower attack at a Jewish protest in
Colorado, allegedly by an Egyptian man in the U.S. illegally.
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« Notably, Egypt was not on the list of banned countries.

TNl & o e a1 gfaaf®ia St & =t 7 nfdrer w7gh foham o)

e A partial ban was also imposed on travelers from Burundi, Cuba, Laos, Sierra Leone,

Togo, Turkmenistan, and Venezuela, allowing some temporary work visas.
T3, FgaT, 13, R fore, <, ghafavarT 3R aasgear @ anfEal o1 o fas
SfRraer ST 12, FTelifh Fo HFUR F e F Al & TS

Exceptions to the Ban
yfaaer @ ge

e The ban will not apply to athletes participating in the 2026 FIFA World Cup or the 2028
Los Angeles Olympics.

g ufaeer 2026 et e F9 311 2028 T TATAHT 3 RF 7 917 3= arer Tl W
CIEGHEEN

o Diplomats from the affected countries will also be exempted from the travel ban.

gHITA G2t & TraIfet 1 o 38 T ufdey & ge & 15 8|

Trump’s Justification

g9 &1 3T

e Trump stated that the Boulder, Colorado terror attack showed the dangers of poorly
vetted foreign nationals, and said, “We don’t want them.”

T o gl [ desT, FIARTE H TR A o AT 1 arel el ARIRT & @Rl 1

e He also banned visas for foreign students who are set to begin studies at Harvard
University, targeting what he called liberal institutions.

37611 g1as FAaTHE & Ters Y& el o ¢ el et & e o3 o wfasrer oem e,
S8 3ot IERATET YT FeT|

International Reactions
. f oF .

e The African Union criticized the move, saying it would hurt people-to-people ties,
education, trade, and diplomatic relations, urging dialogue.

AR WY o 3T FH T A= T 3R FgT I a8 FTaaTh, a1, saur 3tk
TSATAF FaY T1{ad giel, 31X 3l Harg 1 37 H

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagelo



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

o Chad’s Foreign Minister expressed surprise, saying the ban ignored Chad'’s anti-
terror commitments.

918 & e #73 & 3mead Sar 3K Fer & I8 ufaaer a8 61 3ndearg faE
yfaagranait 1 seed Far |

e Venezuela claimed the U.S. itself is unsafe, while Amnesty International USA called
the ban discriminatory, racist, and cruel.

AT o el o AR ge IR 8, STafeh el Seteiee quae A 56 gfasy
T SEHTaqCt, FTEAATar R FI AR

e A student from Myanmar affected by the ban said it would crush young people’s hopes
to escape oppression.

FATAR T Teh ST A gl (o Ig Ticiat Scdiser § q1e fvsherat by Jarait hr mwemait 1
Fdel I |

Legal and Policy Details
FTefeAT AR sAfaere fawor

o The ban may face legal challenges, like many of Trump’s other controversial actions
since returning to office in January.

Ig iser 3 FTegett JoAMfAa 1 FHAT T Fehel &, ST o T T &8 3= RagrTs
msﬁa:mugm%aaﬁagmﬂﬁaﬁamwﬁam

e Trump gave specific reasons for each country, citing lack of central authority in
Afghanistan, Libya, Sudan, Somalia, and Yemen to vet passports.

€U o Ycdeh 420 & ToIT &ROT AT, o foh srwanfareare, fifean, gem, wrefear 3k aoe
H qraare $r ST F fov SRy wiftror Hir F4|

e Iran was included as it is labeled a “state sponsor of terrorism” and is currently
negotiating a nuclear deal with the U.S.

0 I A foham 3T F3ifeh 38 “IATddrg HT UsT YIS ” gl 137 ¢ 3R ag AT
1 3R & ATy A FASNT R ST F G

Equatorial Guinea

gFdcIRg et
Equatorial Guinea, officially the Republic of Equatorial Guinea, is a country on the west
coast of Central Africa.

seFaeIRT [, T TR & O sFdeIRTer A=) TR FgT ST §, 7L T &
qRgH de W TUT T U B
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It has an area of 28,000 square kilometres (11,000 sq mi).

ST &l 28,000 3T fFRa#Ie (11,000 Tat #Hien) B

Formerly the colony of Spanish Guinea, its post-independence name refers to its location
both near the Equator and in the African region of Guinea.

IE Uge Faferer Rl sufder o, 3R Tad=dr & 1e ST A 3 IETe @1 & 9 3K e
&9 # FPud gt &l g g1

As of 2024, the country had a population of 1,795,834, over 85% of whom are members of
the Fang people, the country's dominant ethnic group.

2024 Teh, 2T T SITHEAT 1,795,834 &Y, f5i=7a & 85% W 31T et har wogema & &, S @
ST g &

» The Bubi people, indigenous to Bioko, are the second largest group at approximately 6.5%
of the population.

» STAYRY 3 T AT Tt T FTTH:T 6.5% T HTAIET & AT GET Ferdy I3T FIE &

Geography and Regions
e 3R &
» Equatorial Guinea consists of two parts.

- gFACIRTe 1A &Y smman & ofeT &

* The insular region consists of the islands of Bioko (formerly Fernando Po) in the Gulf of
Guinea and Annobén.

- gATdRr 81 # el iy @Y A FUd aret (TF # BeAts! 9T 3R TeaeT gdiy enfAe g

* Bioko Island is the northernmost part of Equatorial Guinea and is the site of the country's
capital, Malabo.

» FTAYHT ST SFACTRIS TN b7 T e 797 § 3R 27 by TsTerTed) ATATa T8 U &

* The Portuguese-speaking island nation of Sdo Tomé and Principe is located between
Bioko and Annobén.

« geramrelt STt g Sor |t 2R S R, st ik veale & e Rua B

* The mainland region, Rio Muni, is bordered by Cameroon to the north and Gabon to the
south and east.

- 7T oA &1 R F{AY, e F Forwer 3R gfavor 7 qF F A< @ R
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* It is the location of Bata, Equatorial Guinea's largest city, and Ciudad de la Paz, the
country's planned future capital.

« TET IR 27 T TY 37 A a1 3R A AT Trerreh Rgere & o ot Ty ¥

* Rio Muni's small offshore islands include Corisco, Elobey Grande, and Elobey Chico.

- R 7l & foveheadl ole gdidt # IR, vald 113, 3R vea &y eanfaer &

Political History
Teteifas® sfas™

» Equatorial Guinea obtained independence from Spain in 1968, under the bloody
dictatorship of President Francisco Macias Nguema.

» SFACIRT ST Tl T 1968 F FIeT F T foel, it foh Isgafer wifdeht AR avaqwar v
TR TSI ATATATEY o 37cTTel 2T

* He declared himself president for life in 1972, but was overthrown in a coup in 1979 by his
nephew, Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo.

» 3o6io) e, Y 1972 H rahiaer Iregufer aiffe o forarm o1, afehet 1979 & a7 srcfiar AR
INFAFTT AT FATA A Iog Je7 TEATIAC H gl feT|

» Obiang has served as the country's president since.

« 3ifaTer a9 I gar & wseufa g

» Obiang's regime has been widely characterized as a dictatorship by foreign observers.

- Ragef gddaTeRt GarT 3N FT TS cATIE ¥ & dTRME & §9 H afoTd fRar T B

Oil and Economy

oo 3R srdfegaemr

+ Since the mid-1990s, Equatorial Guinea has become one of sub-Saharan Africa's largest
oil producers.

+ 1990 & &2 & ALY T, SFACIRT S [Flei IY-HERT ITHIHT & FaH T3 el 3cuTgh! H T Th el
AT

* It has subsequently become the richest country per capita in Africa; however, the wealth
is extremely unevenly distributed.

* 3H% 91 Ig JhIT T Ui afFa Gad AR &2 91 37137, grelifsh, o &1 faavor 98¢ sraAeT
gl
* The country ranks 144th on the 2019 Human Development Index, with less than half the

population having access to clean drinking water and 7.9% of children dying before the
age of five.
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* 327 2019 & ATeTa FAFTH TaFTH A 144 TITT W &, ST61 ATEE) 7 378 & it w1 Rewr waes
IISTel e Tg T IGT ¢ 3R 5 39 & FA 1Y F 7.9% T4 7 A1 ¢

Language and Government
1T 3T e

* Since Equatorial Guinea is a former Spanish colony, Spanish is the main official
language.

- Y seraeIRTel Il Toh qa Tafever 3ufader &, safere wafarer suehr e s smar g |

* French and (as of 2010) Portuguese have also been made official.

« % 3T (AT 2010 @) geramTelt hr o anfaraRar e e fear T B

* It is the only country in Mainland Africa where Spanish is an official language.

* Jg T 3HIhT ST UHHATT 2 § STaT T iR A |

» Equatorial Guinea's government is authoritarian and sultanist, and has one of the worst
human rights records in the world.

- eI el 1 TR wemardl 3t Feard deft 1 8, 31K s AaftaR Rets g
AT WEHA I TFH ¢

« It consistently ranks among the "worst of the worst" in Freedom House's annual survey of
political and civil rights.

« g AR PISH 13 & Urelifae 3T AR 3R & o gdeqor & "ge@ @ gy &
37T B

* Reporters Without Borders ranks Obiang among its "predators" of press freedom.

- RUEH RAeEe 968 o NfaTeT 1 97 Tgaadar F "RFR; Hr Joh & @r g

* Human trafficking is a significant problem, with the U.S. Trafficking in Persons Report
identifying Equatorial Guinea as a source and destination country for forced labour and
sex trafficking.

- AT TER TH T TAEAT ¢, 3R L, RT3 i Ralé o7 sadeiRae et &t
ST A 3R gl g & T v @ 3R idew &2 & &9 H ugarer g1

International Affiliations

HATSET HEEqdT

* The country is a member of the United Nations, African Union, Francophonie, OPEC,
and the CPLP.

« g &N HYFA T5g, AP we, herrwieh, 3, 3 ddreerdt @1 weea
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EC upgrades system to create Index Cards for analysing data

EC upgrades system
to create Index Cards
for analysing data

...........................

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) on Thursday said it
had upgraded the mechan-
ism for generating Index
Cards, making it more
technology-driven.

The Index Card is a non-
statutory, post-election sta-
tistical reporting format
that promotes accessibility
of election-related data at
the constituency-level for
all stakeholders, including
researchers, academics,
and policymakers.

This upgraded mechan-
ism replaces the traditional
manual methods, which
were often time-consum-
ing and prone to delays.

The EC said in a state-
ment that that the Index
Card forms the foundation
for generating about 35
Statistical Reports for Lok

Sabha elections, and 14 Sta-
tistical Reports for State
Assembly polls. These re-
ports cover variables, in-
cluding State/PC (parlia-
mentary constituency)/AC
(Assembly constituency)-
wise elector details, num-
ber of polling stations,
State and constituency-
wise voter turnout, partici-
pation of women electors,
performance of national/
State parties and Regis-
tered Unrecognised Politi-
cal Parties (RUPPs), win-
ning candidates’ analyses,
and summary data reports.
The Statistical Reports
are meant solely for aca-
demic and research pur-
poses, and are based on se-
condary data from Index
Cards, while the primary
and final data remains in
the statutory forms main-
tained by the concerned
Returning Officers.

ATT 32T fAAY0T & fAT 34 F13 qaTret hr
YoTTell & EC &7 37q34s

. The Election Commission (EC) on Thursday said it had
upgraded the mechanism for generating Index Cards, making it
more technology-driven.

IEAR I AT ATANT (EC) o Fgl o 361 $39F0 F18 AR e
T JOTTE T SHEANTAAT TR STt § S8 3934s R gl

. The Index Card is a non-statutory, post-election
statistical reporting format that promotes accessibility of
election-related data at the constituency-level for all
stakeholders, including researchers, academics, and
policymakers.

aerRaisi, Rranfagt it AHfa AatanEt afea e faure & oo
foraferer &8 T W AT @ SIS 3HiehsT S GAsTaT &l FGTaT &l ¢
o This upgraded mechanism replaces the traditional manual

methods, which were often time-consuming and prone to
delays.

Ig 3ol YOTell IRYR e Heg3rer adienl & ST97g oicll &, S 31eFe
AL A arel 3R &8 F AR gia |

e The EC said in a statement that the Index Card forms the foundation for generating
about 35 Statistical Reports for Lok Sabha elections, and 14 Statistical Reports for

State Assembly polls.

EC & Ush ST 7 g {3 S390 F18 Aam@atT otral & ToIv oferetar 35 wifeashr Raret 3t
farererwet gomat & forw 14 wif€adra Rt &1 &g sarar g

e These reports cover variables, including State/PC (Parliamentary Constituency)/AC
(Assembly Constituency)-wise elector details, number of polling stations, State
and constituency-wise voter turnout, participation of women electors,

performance of national/State parties and Registered Unrecognised Political
Parties (RUPPs), winning candidates’ analyses, and summary data reports.

3o Ratet & Tea/aad AF/RUaAwsT 8aR Aderar fawor, Aderd Fa) I T&7T, TsT
3R &rER Aqgr gfaerd, Al Aaerant #r srefierdy, wdaeT gt 3R TSiga

HYEHT Tt el (RUPPs) T weeler, et 3eelieary &1 feevor, 31k |mier ser
RaYé enfaer g £
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e The Statistical Reports are meant solely for academic and research purposes, and
are based on secondary data from Index Cards, while the primary and final data
remains in the statutory forms maintained by the concerned Returning Officers.

I wifeadrr Rt Faer darfre il e segeat & fow g § 31 $3a7a #18 & urea
EaRT §ATT 910 denfaes gaat 7 T ¢

Most unfortunate, says Congress as Pakistan is
n;_lmed vice-chair of UN anti-terror committee

The Hindu
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Thurs-
day said Pakistan being
named the vice-chair of
the 15-member UN Securi-
ty Council’s counter-terro-
rism committee and head
of another panel of the
world body is “most un-
fortunate, ill-informed
and unacceptable”.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, in a
statement, urged the go-
vernment to take resolute
diplomatic actions to “de-
hyphenate India and Pa-
kistan on the global
stage”, and exhorted “the
international community
to understand and sup-
port New Delhi’s stand on
terrorism emanating from
Pakistan”.

“Pakistan is the perpe-
trator of terror. India is a

Pakistan Named Vice-Chair of UN Anti-Terrér Committee:

! Pakistan is the
perpetrator of werror.

gt

Indiais a victiim of terror. They F

canmot be cquated. They

should not be hyphenated

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE
Congress president

1

victim of terror. They can-
not be equated. They
should not be hyphenat-
ed,” Mr. Kharge said in the
statement posted on so-
cial media platform X.
The party also de-
scribed the development
as well as the multilateral
funding for Pakistan as
the “sad story of our own
foreign policy collapse”.

In global interest

The Congress chief said
that making Pakistan ac-
countable for its sins is a
necessity not just for India

but for the interests of the
international community.
“It is perhaps worth to re-
mind that the most want-
ed terrorist Osama Bin La-
den, responsible for 9/11,
was found and eliminated
in Pakistan. Khalid Sheikh
Mohammed, the chief
planner of 9/11, was also a

Pakistani,” Mr. Kharge
said.
He added that the Inter-

national Monetary Fund
(IMF), the Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB), and the
World Bank sanctioning
or deciding to sanction

“——

Congress Calls it Most Unfortunate
HIFA TSE Y ITdwarg-Oth afAfa 3§ wfeeare w1 sureast same
Tl 9T FIAA o FH8T — 3eq e GHTTAYT

loans and bailout packag-
es shall only increase Pa-
kistan’s military expendi-
ture, which its rogue
Army uses to unleash ter-
ror on Indians.

“The naming of Pakis-
tan as the vice-chair of the
15-member United Na-
tions Security Council’s
Counter Terrorism Com-
mittee and chair the Tali-
ban Sanctions Committee
for 2025 is most unfortu-
nate, ill-informed and un-
acceptable,” Mr. Kharge
added.

Grey list

Making a strong pitch to
put Pakistan back in the
grey list of the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF)
— an international watch-
dog — for monitoring of its
terror financing, he said
India’s neighbour was first
included in the grey list af-

ter India’s diplomatic ef-
forts, under then Prime
Minister Manmohan
Singh in 2008 and again in
2012. It has been in the
grey list three times, the
last being in 2018, Mr.
Kharge added.

Pawan Khera, who
heads the party’s media
and publicity wing, said
the IMF gave $1 billion to
Pakistan on May 9 during
Operation Sindoor, the
World Bank decided to
give $40 billion post Oper-
ation Sindoor, and the
ADB gave $800 million to
Pakistan on June 3.

“Of course, this is the
sad story of our own fo-
reign policy collapse, but
how can the global com-
munity allow this continu-
ous legitimisation of spon-
sorship of terrorism by
Pakistan?” the senior Con-
gress leader said.

-

The Congress on Thursday said that Pakistan being named Vice-Chair of the 15-
member UN Security Council’s Counter-Terrorism Committee and the head of
another panel is “most unfortunate, ill-informed, and unacceptable”.

AR Y FIAH A FeT fF T Tsg &t IRwg A 15-95F T Araware-Oedt afafa 7
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TIfREdTe @I 3UTETaT AR U e YT T THW FATC AT “IHedd gHTIAqet, e
SATTHRY 9 Irenier 3R I

o Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, in a statement, urged the government to take
resolute diplomatic actions to “de-hyphenate India and Pakistan on the global
stage”.

FIAH et AfCTRIold WS o Teh ST A AR A IHTIIE 7T Toh a5 & AT fAF FeH
3OTC difeh dRa®w A= 9 R 31X TIRFEATT Y 37el9T-31eTeT AT SATC|

e He also urged the international community to understand and support New Delhi’s
stand on terrorism emanating from Pakistan.

3egiel HARTSET WHGTT U TTehEcilel U 37T dTel HTciehare 9T R F I 1 A AR
FHY e T e |

o “Pakistan is the perpetrator of terror. India is a victim of terror. They cannot be
equated. They should not be hyphenated,” said Mr. Kharge in a statement posted on
social media platform X.

“TIfFEATT THaTG FT TGN &, HNA SHHT RSN 1 §oT Al Y JeleAT 1¢1 Y ST Fehell|
So¢ Ueh HTY AET SA1ST 1T T8¢, A Wsat & X IR UiEe U a0 §31eT & gl

e The party called this development and multilateral funding for Pakistan as the “sad
story of our own foreign policy collapse”.

et o 8 TeATsha 3R qTiREdre HI U o1 @ sgueha B @ “ganl fager Aifa $r
fawere &1 g@e FewEr Sam|

e Mr. Kharge said holding Pakistan accountable for its actions is necessary not just for
India but for the entire international community.

AT WA o1 gt Toh TfFEarer Y 30 Fcdl F fAT FHFATR S0 % 9Rd & 787 aicsh
W HARTSET FHGTT & T 3TaRas 5|

e He reminded that Osama Bin Laden, the terrorist behind 9/11, was found and killed in
Pakistan, and that Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, the chief planner of the attack, was also
Pakistani.

3ogiel TG e 3 9/11 §Hel & IAEIR JATAT FT ST T AIRFEATT 3 st 3R

HRT I AT, 3R §H T ET TSR WTfelg A Algeae o1 qribEredt o7

e Mr. Kharge said that global financial institutions like the IMF, ADB, and World Bank
continue to approve loans and bailouts for Pakistan, which will only increase its
military expenditure.

A @3 o Tl fr ImduATe, v, 3R feg d% S ARaw fadia g semar
uiféhEarer w1 %or 3R Wea d&a ¢ @ 8, foad 3uhr d= st # gefar & el

o He added that Pakistan’s rogue Army uses these funds to sponsor terrorism against
India.

3ogieT el foh TIfREaTet T SS9 FAT 37 IAT T STAATH R F TFATE T therled
EXGINY
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¢ Mr. Kharge said the naming of Pakistan as Vice-Chair of the Counter-Terrorism
Committee and Chair of the Taliban Sanctions Committee for 2025 is “most
unfortunate, ill-informed and unacceptable”.

2t @z o gl foh T & sraeae-Ut afAfa 1 3ureet 31 2025 & faw arfes=
wfcrarer ATAT T HEART TATT ST “IHedd GHITAYT, el STTTHRT 9T e 3k
ISR g

e He strongly urged the global community to put Pakistan back on the grey list of the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF).

3egiol ARASET FHETT A 3deT 1 o ifpatrer Y BT & BT fITer vaeret e BRE
(FATF) &r 3 faFe & 3relT S1T|

e He recalled that Pakistan was first included in the grey list in 2008, again in 2012, and
the third time in 2018, after India’s diplomatic efforts under Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh.

Soglel TTE T [ RS & dehrellel T AdAeT g & Toi=Iad gardt & ded
qTfeREdTeT T 2008, 2012, 3{T Y 2018 H FATF &Y & foree & srar a7 21|

o Pawan Khera, head of the Congress’s media and publicity wing, said that IMF gave $1
billion to Pakistan on May 9 during Operation Sindoor, the World Bank decided to
give $40 billion, and the ADB gave $800 million on June 3.

F & AfBAT Remer wop@ waer Wt A et & sitavert gy & et 9 7% =1 amdwaTs
% wifdears &t $1 fafowe, frea 3F 3 $40 faforger 3= &1 hwan fwa, 31K 3 S 1 vl
% $800 fAfarTe fev|

e Mr. Khera called it the sad story of foreign policy collapse and asked how the global
community could allow this continued legitimisation of Pakistan’s terrorism
sponsorship.

A G A 38 Faeer A i FAwerer Y g@e Ferell T gT IoT o AT FHery
ITFEATST & ATdwaTg TSI $Y derar $8 & Fevar 7
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Jaishankar stresses need to
boost India-Central Asia links

More resources are required for that, the External Affairs Minister says, presses for intensifying
trade through Chabahar port; he also calls for ‘mutual settlement of trade’ in national currencies

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ore efforts and re-
M sources need to
be invested in im-

proving India’s connectivi-
ty with Central Asia, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said on Thurs-
day highlighting the need
to intensify trade through
the Chabahar port in Iran.

At the India-Central Asia
Business Council meeting
ahead of the fourth India-
Central Asia Dialogue sche-
duled for Friday, Mr. Jaish-
ankar expressed support
for “mutual settlement of
trade” in national
currencies.

“We are discussing this
under the Joint Working
Group on Chabahar Port
under the India-Central
Asia platform,” said Mr.
Jaishankar at the event or-
ganised by the Federation
of Indian Chambers of
Commerce & Industry
(FICCI), referring to the re-
quirements to energise the
International North South
Transport Corridor
(INSTC), and greater use of
Chabahar port to reduce
travel distance and costs
between India and Central
Asia. Mr. Jaishankar spoke
at the event which was also
addressed by Murat Nur-

S. Jaishankar and Kazakhstan Deputy Prime Minister Murat Nurtleu
signed an MoU to strengthen bilateral ties. @DRSJAISHANKAR/X

tleu, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister of
Kazakhstan; Sirojiddin
Mubhriddin, Foreign Minis-
ter of Tajikistan; Rashid
Meredov, Foreign Minister
of Turkmenistan; and Sai-
dov Bakhtiyor Odilovich,

Foreign = Minister  of
Uzbekistan.
At Friday’s dialogue, the

Ministers are expected to
discuss trade, connectivity,
technology, and develop-
ment cooperation. “They
will also share perspectives
on challenges to regional
security and other regional
and global issues of mutual
interest,” said the Ministry
of External Affairs in an an-
nouncement regarding the
Minister-level meet-
ing. The Foreign Minister-

level dialogue is being seen
as significant as it comes a
month after India conduct-
ed Operation Sindoor
against terror targets in Pa-
kistan and reached out to
the Taliban administration
in Afghanistan.

‘Come up with ideas’

Mr. Jaishankar further
urged the business cham-
bers to come up with ideas
for enhancing bilateral ties
between India and Central
Asia ahead of a possible In-
dia-Central Asia leadership
summit that he said could
be held “sometime in the
not so distant future”. In
the near future, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi is ex-
pected to travel for the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-

ganization (SCO) meet in
Tianjin, China. The first In-
dia-Central Asia summit
was held in virtual mode
on January 27, 2022 when
Mr. Modi had hosted the
heads of governments of
the Central Asian coun-
tries. The third meeting of
the Foreign Ministers was
held during December 18-
20, 2021 in New Delhi.

“I would say closer en-
gagements between our
banks and financial sector
will definitely strengthen
our economic interaction.
Some beginnings have
been made in terms of
opening of Special Rupee
Vostro Accounts in Indian
banks by Central Asian
banks and there has also
been some discussions
about use of UPI [Unified
Payment Interface]. I
would certainly support
that very strongly as also
the steps we could take to
facilitate mutual settle-
ment of trade in our na-
tional currencies,” he said.

Mr. Jaishankar said In-
dia-Central Asia bilateral
trade had touched $2 bil-
lion and added the figure
did “not reflect full poten-
tial”. “The need to address
this is today more urgent
because of the uncertain-
ties of the international
economy,” he said.

Jaishankar Stresses Need to Boost India-Central Asia Links
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FAAFT o HRA-HET TRIAT T HY ATGT FT Y HTIFAT |
SR e

More efforts and resources need to be invested in improving India’s connectivity
with Central Asia, said External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on Thursday.

T I 3R FHTEET F 7R Y FET TRIAT F AT FATFefad agaT a1 7 oTemam
ST IR, I a1 Faeer At v, SRR F AR Y Fe

He highlighted the need to intensify trade through the Chabahar port in Iran.
3ogiel &7 F TATIER TEIIAE & ATETH W SATIR Y Fglet I TIIHAT W AR fe2T|

At the India-Central Asia Business Council meeting ahead of the fourth India-
Central Asia Dialogue scheduled for Friday, Mr. Jaishankar expressed support for
“mutual settlement of trade” in national currencies.

JISRAR T g1t aTel WY SR -HE1T TRIAT WaTg & Ugel 3TAIToTe SR -Har TRIAT samr
aRwg &1 d5F &, A1 ST o UG T3 H IREIRF AR fvgerr 1 qa e

STATAT|

“We are discussing this under the Joint Working Group on Chabahar Port under the
India-Central Asia platform,” said Mr. Jaishankar at the event organized by FICCI.

A STAAFT 7 g, “GH 30 HRA-HArT TRAAT 7T & g TMaeR 9 W A e R
HHE & AT T IR §,” TG S 3o ie] THATSHIHINEG SaRT AT HishA H FHg|
He referred to the requirements to energize the International North South Transport

Corridor (INSTC) and greater use of Chabahar port to reduce travel distance and costs
between India and Central Asia.

3ogiel TSI A -FIFY THUIE HINER (INSTC) FF TfohT et 3R e 3R HFdwr
TR & I AT A G T AT FA A F AT AraER NE F 37AF ITANT AT 3T
o 8t SR fem

The event was also addressed by the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of
Kazakhstan, Murat Nurtleu; Foreign Minister of Tajikistan, Sirojiddin Muhriddin;
Foreign Minister of Turkmenistan, Rashid Meredov; and Foreign Minister of
Uzbekistan, Saidov Bakhtiyor Odilovich.

SH HRIHH H ol GEAlT & 3T TUTAHAT T T HAT FS qda3, doifeheret o faeer
7 RRfSEfee Afeefee, qhafaedr & fagw = e mEE, 3R ssafhedre & fader
# Aga ARAIR nfeenfaw =1 sfr daer e

At Friday’s dialogue, the Ministers are expected to discuss trade, connectivity,
technology, and development cooperation.

YERAR & Hale A ATIAT o i<l SATIR, FaATFerad), admad, A R ggarer o= g
$r 37 T
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e They will also share perspectives on challenges to regional security and other regional
and global issues of mutual interest.

3 8T AT @ S8 et 3R 37 &y 7 3w Fyegt ) o |rsi giSeah o gedd
ST
e The Foreign Ministry described the dialogue as significant, coming a month after India’s

Operation Sindoor against terror targets in Pakistan and India’s outreach to the
Taliban administration in Afghanistan.

facer FATerT 7 38 HaTG HT AGcAYUT IaT AT T§ AN & HTAHaATG Fard ArqeerT
W%wmmgm,mmwmﬁﬁmwmﬂﬁm
T ¥ T TATA fohaT aram|

e Mr. Jaishankar urged business chambers to come up with ideas to enhance bilateral ties
ahead of a possible India-Central Asia leadership summit which he said could be held
“‘sometime in the not so distant future.”

AT SRR & ATk FISeA! § 17 T foh A gfaueiir Heeil &l Aolgd el & o
TR Tl Y, iR GaTaeT: Uoh STR-Hrr TR Aqed woael 77 3 “agl a3 e
IS & FhaT

¢ In the near future, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is expected to travel for the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) meet in Tianjin, China.
faee wifasy &, yuas= g A & fA=fae, @ & qa1d a9 s (SCO) d5« 7
19T ot 1 3FAIE g

e The first India-Central Asia summit was held in virtual mode on January 27, 2022,
when Mr. Modi hosted the heads of governments of the Central Asian countries.

TGl STRA-HErT TRIAT RIS e 27 Jaady 2022 FT aY37e §9 7 AR Bhar aram

T, ST AT AIEY o hard URIATS 21T & TR JH@T T ATl hr Y|

e The third meeting of the Foreign Ministers was held during December 18-20, 2021 in
New Delhi.

faer AR S Aely S 18-20 RGHaT 2021 1 7% el 7 g5 2|

e Mr. Jaishankar said closer engagement between banks and the financial sector will
strengthen economic interaction.

AT ST o &gt foh dopt 3R Tl &1 & v et Fueh 8 3Ries Tgdier At grem|

¢ Some beginnings have been made with opening of Special Rupee Vostro Accounts
in Indian banks by Central Asian banks and discussions about the use of UPI
(Unified Payment Interface) have also taken place.

ST YBIHTA §S &, 1A HE TRITTS doht GaRT HIRCAT bt & FIeer T ey @it @reredt
3R UPI (WWW)%Wwaﬂazﬁgé%l

e Mr. Jaishankar said he would strongly support steps to facilitate mutual settlement of
trade in national currencies.

A STAAT = gl Toh a6 TSI HRTHT F IRTIRT ATIR FAqeTet &1 Flatmereres =it &
heH! T godl & TALT HIT|
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e India-Central Asia bilateral trade has reached $2 billion but the figure does not reflect
the full potential.

HRT-heTa TRRIAT gfaueiiar SarIR $2 faforer as 95 Ia &, AfeheT I 3HTehsT T
FHTTIT AR AT geifar|

e The need to address this gap is more urgent today because of international
economic uncertainties, he added.

3egiel gl Toh RIS 3R HTATIAAATIHT & HRUT SH 3 I g AT 3ToT 3N o
AT HTITF &

International North—-South Transport Corridor (INSTC)
HAWTSET 3aT-& @01 gRaga IfaaRT (INSTC)

North South Transport Corridor (NSTC)

NSTC Route; ========
Standard Route: ===~~~

INDIA

The International North—South Transport Corridor (INSTC) is a 7,200-km (4,500 mile)
long multi-mode network of ship, rail, and road route for moving freight between
India, Iran, Azerbaijan, Russia, Central Asia and Europe.

AW 3TT-gTar0T IRGgT ATAART (INSTC) T 7,200 F#Y (4,500 FHYet) e Sel, I
3R WeT AT AT Sg-H1S Aea §, S R, §U, oA, T, HeF vRram iR 79 &
dra Al gRagat & AT gl

The route primarily involves moving freight from India, Iran, Azerbaijan and the
Russian Federation via ship, rail and road.
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Ig AT HET: AR, $I, oA IR T & A I 57T, I AR 5% & Aeg7m 4§
A H TeTH & |
The objective of the corridor is to increase trade connectivity between major cities

such as Mumbai, Moscow, Tehran, Baku, Bandar Abbas, Astrakhan, Bandar
Anzali, etc.

S IR T 3652 HAS, AIEHY, Ae, TN, TG IedTH, JEATTA, FeT Jorelt oy
YHE AE & sl SATATRS T I TG 5 |
Dry runs of two routes were conducted in 2014, the first was Mumbai to Baku via

Bandar Abbas and the second was Mumbai to Astrakhan via Bandar Abbas,
Tehran and Bandar Anzali.

2014 7 a1 ATt T 31§ o7 T 1S oY, gl FHa$ A a1 (ST IeaTH & ATETA /) 3R q@T
HI$ & HEATETT (ST ey, AgUT I e 3ol & ATETH /) 47|

* The objective of the study was to identify and address key bottlenecks.
* SH 3T T 3662 THE ST T TgeTeT hiell R Sofehl HHTEH T AT

* The results showed transport costs were reduced by "$2,500 per 15 tons of cargo".

« IRUTTAT & 9dT Il & ufar 15 &1 ATer W gRageT drerd "$2,500" dF €€ TS|

* Other routes under consideration include via Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan.

- TERTEeT 31 A H FormEEarT AR JFATAEAT & AT @ A7 ol arfder B

Ashgabat Agreement and its Synchronization with INSTC

31RINETT FASET 3 INSTC & 1Y $HSHT THAaT

* This will also synchronize with the Ashgabat agreement, a Multimodal transport
agreement signed by India (2018), Oman (2011), Iran (2011), Turkmenistan (2011),
Uzbekistan (2011), Kazakhstan (2015).

* g IR FHASAIA, Th 9g-H1S TRAgT A & A1 3 A7 H, 518 7R (2018),
AT (2011), $I0 (2011), THATATAT (2011), STATFEAT (2011), FATEEAT (2015) SIRT
ESIGEGRERIKIR IR

* The aim is to create an international transport and transit corridor facilitating
transportation of goods between Central Asia and the Persian Gulf.

« ST 3eeeT Aey vhAT A BRY A @rE F N awrsdT TRag 3R gifere afeamr sam=r

€, Sil HTT IRageT Sl aTH F=ATell &
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The university versus constitutionally protected speech

‘ ‘ ive me the liberty to know, to
utter, and to argue freely
according to conscience, above
all liberties,” said John Milton in
his famous pamphlet, Areopagitica (1644),
opposing the licensing system (called
imprimatur). Originally introduced in response to
the introduction of the printing press in England
in 1538 and reinstituted by the British Parliament
in 1643, authors had to obtain permission or
licence from the government prior to their
publications. In India, several High Courts and
even the Supreme Court of India are hearing
petitions on the limits of freedom of expression.
Should we really go back to that dated system
where prior permission of the government or
university is required to express one’s views? Are
university teachers mere robots who should write
only research papers and not express their
opinions on contemporary issues? Do we no
longer consider free speech to be an integral part
of human dignity and an individual's
self-fulfilment? Is truth no more autonomous and
the highest public good? Are not excessive
restrictions on free speech based on the
assumption of infallibility of the state or its stated
positions? These are some of the pertinent issues
that India must resolve because its position on
these fundamental issues is bound to strengthen
or weaken its ethical claim of being a true
Vishwaguru. India’s low rank of 151 out of 180 in
the World Press Freedom Index does not
enhance its stature in the comity of nations.

No doubt, ‘nation first’ should be the rule of
thumb for all of us because no debate can survive
if the nation itself perishes. We must be united in
our fight against an enemy that has time and
again been sponsoring and exporting terror to
our country. A prompt and befitting response
during Operation Sindoor has been given to the
enemy nation.

The labelling of opinion as activism

We must now return to the realm of
constitutional vision as we need to win the battle
of ideas as well. Of course, every writer has the
duty to make a disclaimer that his views are
personal and do not represent the views of the
institution he serves. But then a mere expression
of views cannot be termed by the corporate
owners of the universities or vice-chancellors as
‘activism’. An expression of opinion may be
dissent but not necessarily activism. Public
academic institutions do not mind even activism
and active politics. A professor became the
national president of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(1991-93).

Certainly, no writer should expect any
institutional support for his personal views. No
court should ideally shy away from its duty of
safeguarding constitutionally ‘protected speech’.
It must remain consistent with its own past
pro-freedom of speech judgments. The U.S.
Supreme Court, in Texas vs Johnson, 491 U.S. 397
(1989), had even considered burning of the
national flag as a protected expression. India

Faizan Mustafa

is a constitutional law
expert and the
Vice-Chancellor of
Chanakya National
Law University,
Patna, Bihar

No institution
has any right to
restrict
anybody’s
freedom of
speech on any
ground other
than those
mentioned in
Article 19(2)

need not go that far. John Stuart Mill, in his
celebrated essay on liberty, said that “If all
mankind minus one, were of one opinion, and
only one person were of the contrary opinion,
mankind would be no more justified in silencing
that one person, than he, if he had the power,
would be justified in silencing mankind”. British
jurist William Blackstone in 1769 considered a
free press was essential for a free state. Though
the 1787 U.S. Constitution did not include
freedom of the press as a right (because Roger
Sherman had said in the Constitution Convention
that adopted the U.S. Constitution, that there was
no need to mention freedom of press as the
powers of the Congress would not extend to press
yet within four years), the First Amendment in
1791 on freedom of press made a categorical and
explicit declaration that the “Congress shall make
no law... abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press....”

Democracy is government by choice and
people cannot exercise their choices if they are
not told about all the available alternatives. Let
alternative views be expressed and protected.
Moreover, freedom of speech assures individual
self-fulfilment. If a citizen is not allowed to
express his emotions, his opinions, his
frustration, and his happiness he will not feel
self-fulfilled. University owners must understand
that such suffocated individuals cannot produce
scholarly research as knowledge cannot be
created in a controlled environment. We
produced greats such as Aryabhata, Chanakya,
Gargi Vachaknavi and Charaka because the
education in our ancient gurukuls was not
controlled by the state. Within the portals of
universities, all kinds of ideas, which include
repulsive ones, must be expressed. Today, our
universities are over regulated and grossly
underfunded.

Expression and the truth

Freedom of expression helps us in attaining the
truth. It was Milton who said, “Though all winds
of doctrine were let loose to play upon the earth,
so truth be in the field, we do injuriously by
licensing and prohibiting to misdoubt her
strength. Let her and falsehood grapple, who
ever knew truth put to the worse, in a free and
open encounter”. In an age of fake news, let
everyone speak so that people can decide for
themselves who is speaking the truth. Justice
Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. of the United States
rightly observed that in a capitalist market place,
the “best test of truth is the power of thought to
getitself accepted in the competition of market”.
Thus, an expression of all views would basically
serve the government’s cause in fencing off
people from what is false.

This is nobody’s case that freedom of speech is
an absolute right. Indeed, no one should indulge
in unnecessary talk. The exercise of right must be
aimed to serve the constitutional objects of free
speech, i.e., the search for truth and helping
people in forming opinions about governmental
actions and thereby ensuring sovereign people’s

participation in the governance.

The extent of restrictions

The Constitution permits only ‘reasonable
restrictions’ on the freedom of speech and
expression. The all-important word ‘reasonable’
was inserted by the first constitutional
Amendment in 1951. These restrictions can be in
the interests of sovereignty and the integrity of
India, security of state, public order, decency,
morality, friendly relations with foreign
countries, and defamation or incitement of an
offence. ‘Public order and friendly relations with
foreign states’ too were inserted in 1951.
Interestingly, restrictions in the interests of
‘sovereignty and integrity’ were inserted by the
Constitution (Sixteenth Amendment) Act, 1963.

No restriction on freedom of speech can be
imposed even by the government through an
executive order. Restriction on free speech
requires legislation. To satisfy the test of
‘reasonableness’, courts invoke the ‘doctrine of
proportionality’. In Anuradha Bhasin vs Union Of
India (2020), the Supreme Court not only held
the right to Internet as a part of free speech but
also reiterated that the restrictions on free speech
can be imposed after considering alternative
measures. It added that such restrictions must be
legitimate, necessary and least intrusive. It is the
state which has the burden of proof in
establishing that the restriction is proportionate,
and thus reasonable.

No institution has any right to restrict
anybody’s freedom of speech on any ground
other than the ones mentioned in Article 19(2).
Thus, restrictions cannot be imposed by any
institution just because it is a private educational
institution or because it is bound by the
regulatory control of regulatory bodies. These are
lame excuses that do not have a leg to stand on.

The Supreme Court, in Dr. Janet Jeyapaul vs
S.R.M. University and Anr. (2015), had held private
universities as ‘state’ because they too discharge
‘public functions’ and thus, any arbitrary dictate
by them would be hit by Article 14, i.e., the right
to equality which includes the right against
arbitrariness.

Returning to the issue of an author/writer
facing the consequences, the law is crystal clear —
if his speech is not protected by the Constitution,
1o one can or should defend him. But when the
speech is well within constitutional limits, ideally,
the institution should not disown him as it would
not only demotivate the faculty but also result in
a situation where such an institution would not
be able to attract outstanding scholars. A student
is the real conscience keeper of a university.
Private educational entrepreneurs must know
that the Supreme Court has had the consistent
view that education is an occupation and not a
business. Let us celebrate a diversity of opinions
as in a vibrant democracy, every opinion counts
and the university truly signifies a universe of
knowledge.

The views expressed are personal

The University versus Constitutionally Protected Speech

freafagaTe s gawfae v @ wfar srffeafaa i Tadaar

“Give me the liberty to know, to utter, and to argue freely according to
conscience, above all liberties,” said John Milton in his pamphlet Areopagitica
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(1644), opposing the imprimatur or licensing system.

“H SATaa, el 3R 39 s & TR TaAT T § T FT1 AT FacaAdr 3, Ig qaft
FIAFAATIHT A I 8,” g FUT SleT [Hoce o 1644 7 379aA IRAFT Areopagitica 7 FgT
oT, S TehTRIeT Y& ITATA TOITelt (imprimatur) T faYer w3 ot

The licensing system was introduced in England in 1538 and revived by the British
Parliament in 1643, requiring authors to take prior government permission before
publishing.

FE SIS YU 1538 # §7el3 1 [w g8 3N 1643 # Rfeer §we Z@r Ge7: w9y 1 918,
ST @t Y GehlRleT & Tgel TXHRY AT Sl gl oY

In India today, several High Courts and the Supreme Court are hearing petitions
regarding the limits of freedom of expression.

37Tt HRA H T8 300 AT 3R gfter F1E siffcaf@a 1 saasar i diamst @ R
SR

Questions arise: Should we return to a time where government or university
permission is needed to express one’s views? Are university teachers just robots to
write only research papers and not express views on current issues?

TaATel 35 8: FI7 4 38 AT A dlie S T ST THR AT faeafaezrery i segafa &
& R sgera forw ST Hara 472 @ Rrafieamas & e &% Aate &, S Faer e
ford 31k FHEHATES FHeal uX 379e I 77 &7

Freedom of speech is an essential part of human dignity and individual self-
fulfilment.

FfFafFa Y Tadaar AT TRAT 3T ATFITT HTH-TAIT T Teh 39T FEaT ¢

Excessive restrictions on free speech assume that the state is infallible, which is
dangerous.

siffeafaa i Faaaar | st yfaey a5 A € 6 U7 39F §, S adTTs g

India’s position on such issues will either strengthen or weaken its ethical claim to be a
Vishwaguru.

U Heal W AR I Rl sae faease aaa & A a1 1 a1 af At el ar
FHAAR

India ranks 151 out of 180 in the World Press Freedom Index, which harms its global
image.

AR 1 Fred 3o Taci=ar qaaia 7 ¥fher 180 H & 151 §, 5 36T AfXae ofd &1 Johare
gl &
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World Press Freedom Index (WPFI)
faeT 9w Taa=ar gaTH (WPFI)

2025 World Press Freedom Index!'] =
[l Good: 85-100 points

|:| Satisfactory: 70-85 points

[ ] Problematic: 55-70 points

[ Difficult: 40-55 points

-Very serious: <40 points

D Not classified

The World Press Freedom Index (WPFI) is an annual ranking of countries compiled
and published by Reporters Without Borders (RSF) since 2002 based upon the non-
governmental organization's own assessment of the countries' press freedom
records in the previous year.

e S Tacaar ga@is (WPFI) U arfde fer § ST 2002 & e dhemsit & Ravéd
(RSF) E@RT IR 3R Ferifra &1 S1clt 8, St for Fafra g2l & Rt a¥ & 99 Tadaan
RepTé & MR N IR-THI TS TRT TG HT HedidheT &1l & |

It intends to reflect the degree of freedom that journalists, news organizations, and

netizens have in each country, and the efforts made by authorities to respect this
freedom.

SHHT 365,27 Ig 2T & fh Ucdeh U H TR, WHATR HIraa1 3 Afes=a &1 fraeit
AT UTed &, 3R 3 FaaTaT F GFATT 33 & fore st garr e ae garat
I 3SR HIEAT ¢

Reporters Without Borders notes that the WPFI only deals with press freedom and

does not measure the quality of journalism in the countries it assesses, nor does it
look at human rights violations in general.
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Tt Ea3it & RIEH g Toee a2 § & WPF| aer 99 ¥aa=ar & §afia 8, 3R 75
Hediwe T arw et F a1 Y a[uradr 1 Feaiwe g1 Fdt, AR 7 & 7§ T
T ¥ AFAIUFR Ieaaal &t q@dr ¢

Balancing National Interest and Free Expression

T ot 3R sfeafFa i Faaaar & & @qea

o “Nation first” should be a guiding principle because without the nation, no debate is
possible.

“Trsg AR Rigyid gl a1fgT F3ifeh Tsg & o1 g S8 T9a 7181 o

e A strong and appropriate response was given to the enemy nation during Operation
Sindoor.

itaveret Rigy & areT e Ig 1 ek Fererd 3N 3R Srare i arm

Labelling of Opinion as Activism

I Y [IFIAT (Activism) FIR AT

e We must return to the constitutional vision and win the battle of ideas.
gH wfaenfaes gffemior 1 3T dliear =T 3R =Rt # @31 Shae @ifgu)

Writers should make a disclaimer that their views are personal and not of their
institutions.

G T TG FFAHIOT AT ARV [ 3oTeh AR safFeerd 8, Ted1 & 81|

e However, mere expression of opinion should not be labelled as ‘activism’ by university
authorities.

iferet 8 T e a1 "\fdhgar (Activism) FgaTT faeafacarery et gant 3faa
oTel 8l

o Dissent is not always activism. In fact, public universities have witnessed active
politics, e.g., a professor once became BJP’s national president (1991-93).

3TEEAT GHT AfHIAT LT lcl| aTeda ¥ ST fareafaearerat 7 |ftg TswEhfar o
IS 8, S TH HER 1991-93 # dierdt & IS et 9 |

o Writers must not expect institutional support for personal views, but courts must
protect constitutionally guaranteed speech.

IR T et SATFAINT TTTRT o ToIT FELTITT AL T 3798TT AT Al AIMET, kot
JCTerdT T FaeTfas 9 & FI&T HIYT 6T 8T e A1fev|

Courts should stay consistent with their own pro-free speech judgments.

37CTold! T 3791 &) TadT ATAATFT & FHAT arel hadt & arer g @ TfRu|
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Historical Perspective on Free Speech

FfeafFa A Faddr | e givehior

In the U.S. case Texas vs Johnson (1989), burning the national flag was considered
protected expression.

AR ATHS TFATH TATH SATATST (1989) H, TSET asT FATAT HT Teh TFAIT AT FT

HTAT 3T

Philosopher John Stuart Mill stated that if only one person disagrees with the majority,
silencing him is still unjustified.

ardifoten Sifer ¥gare frer o et 6 afe qft ArTadr v o’ 81 3R SFdel Teh egfahd qady, ar
38 9 HI 7 IR B

In 1769, British jurist William Blackstone emphasized that a free press is essential for
a free state.

1769 # fafeer Farafae Rfews sdawels e o Tad7 39 ve a9 T & fav
AT ¢

Though the original U.S. Constitution (1787) didn’t mention press freedom, the First
Amendment (1791) explicitly protected freedom of speech and press.

gTeTTeh MNP FIAUTeT (1787) H 9T T TITTAT T 3ol oT8T AT, feheT Tger TRMErT
(1791) =7 aryyor 3R 9T Y TaAAAT T TISC T T TTAIT fohaT|

The Role of Universities and Free Expression

faeafaeaTerat #r sfde 3 srffeafaa fr wad=ar

Democracy depends on people's ability to choose, which is possible only if all
alternatives are available and openly expressed.

AR 58 W A el & T ot Rsew g 7, S a3t dara § STa qaft Rsrew 3qerey
3R geor w9 # =7 e AT

Freedom of speech is also crucial for personal self-fulfilment. Without it, individuals
feel suffocated.

FffcafFa 1 Taaaar sAfFaera AerH-way & AU o 3maeas &1 36 S safad gea

FEHH AT &
University administrators must understand that suffocated minds cannot produce
quality research.

faeafaerera gl ! GHSTT T1fET i gaTe 7T AT orawrqer aer 78T T Tehd |

Ancient Indian education produced scholars like Aryabhata, Chanakya, Gargi, and
Charaka because it was not state-controlled.

UTHiieT AR R8T o7 e, Tore, et 3R 9w ST Tagaret & Sied g #3ifs ag
T fargror & w18t 2|
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Aryabhata (476-550 CE)
AT (476-550 §FdY)

e Bornin 476 CE, likely in Kusumapura (modern-day Patna, Bihar).

476§Fq&ﬁam§3ﬂ,mmzmw<aémﬂm,ﬁm)ﬁl

929 9

o Studied at Nalanda University, a renowned center of learning during the Gupta
period.

aATeieT Rreafaearera 7 e R, S aea &1 7 v TRy A &g ol

© Major Works
o YA TAATE

Aryabhatiya:

e Composed in 499 CE when Aryabhata was 23 years old.
499 $TdY 7 Tor@T 31T ST A T 357 23 I 2|

o Covers topics in mathematics and astronomy, including arithmetic, algebra,
trigonometry, and celestial calculations.

ST AT 3R FNAET & v S swarforg, Ao, fsorafa siv ot @
IOTATY QM & |

Arya-siddhanta:

e A now-lost work that influenced Islamic astronomy through translations.
Ig 31 o Y g, ToTFe 1efarel & ATETH & SEATH! AN/ ! Golida
e

© Contributions

o IRIET
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Mathematics:
e Calculated the value of 1 (pi) as approximately 3.1416.

T (9TE) ST FTA T 3.1416 TATAT

e Introduced concepts of sine and cosine in trigonometry.

Brrofafa 7 wrger stk Framge $r srguront &
¢ Worked on algebraic equations and place-value system.
Asrarfordir gatEwToi 3 FUTE#ATT yomel o S faa|
Astronomy:

e Proposed that the Earth rotates on its axis, explaining the apparent westward
motion of stars.

Ig FETiad fora for gt et ¢ o gaaeh 8, foa@ art &1 af¥esr iy 3w aifey sose
e &

FATE0T 3R TeaEor 1 dfAE ®9 F U fRAr 3R 38 g it s 8 S

o Described the reflection of sunlight as the reason for the Moon's brightness.
GHT Y THE T HROT A F THIA HT GGt I

¢ Legacy
o fatrwa

o Influenced later Indian astronomers like Bhaskara | and Brahmagupta.

ST, & R TINATIEl ST HRhT TYH R FEAIA 1 FoTfae fomam|

e His works were translated into Arabic, impacting Islamic astronomy.

ma:m?wmﬁmwgw,mmmmqﬂﬁagm

o India’s first satellite, launched in 1975, was named Aryabhata in his honor.
T ST YglT 390E, a’r1975ﬁaﬁr—cr§3ﬂm, F 3T TFEATT H HANHE =19 e aram)

o Explained solar and lunar eclipses scientifically, attributing them to Earth’s shadow.
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Chanakya (c. 375-283 BCE)
ITOTEFY (ST 375-283 ST T4)

e Also known as Kautilya or Vishnugupta.

go¢ Hifeed AT Tasopred & oA1e @ 81 SIar S &

o Bornin Takshashila (now in Pakistan), a prominent ancient center of learning.

&I (319 Ifhdrer &) H Sied, ST Teh To@ greiiet RAeT ohe; 2l

e« Educated in politics, economics, and philosophy.

Segiel Tatellfer, 3reemea 3 geeremes hr fA&T ured |

© Major Works
o YW THATE
Arthashastra:

o A comprehensive treatise on statecraft, economic policy, and military strategy.

Terefa, 3nfde Aify 3k = wrEifa = v s 7|

o Covers topics like law, governance, foreign policy, and espionage.

SHH e, Arae, fager Aifer 3R aea=r w1 S fawt @ anfdrer foar )

¢ Contributions
O YIS
Political Strategy:
e Instrumental in the overthrow of the Nanda Dynasty and the establishment of the

Maurya Empire.
g 9 & Tae iR AN araTeT Y FATIAT F Agcayet sifFe eS|
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o Served as the chief advisor to Chandragupta Maurya, the first Mauryan emperor.
Ugd Al FHTC Ted[ed A & FET WAGFR & |

Economic Thought:

e« Emphasized the importance of agriculture, trade, and taxation for a prosperous
state.

Teh HHCY T & (oI F, SATIR 3R F sqGEYT & HAged ol T

o Advocated for state control over the economy to ensure stability and growth.
ST AR IHSSAGEAT TR FAIFOT T Fehroret 1 Toraqdt Feerar 3k fswma giafRed
qh|

Ethics and Governance:

o Stressed the role of dharma (duty) in governance.

ATHT H 3 (Feied) i AT o1 et |
o Believed in a welfare state where the king works for the benefit of his subjects.
Th FeATTHRY TS T holedl sl STl IS el Tl o fod & forw vt Y|

Gargi Vachaknavi (c. 700 BCE)
3T rerereTdl (STeTSTaT 700 $4T 44)

e Daughter of Vachaknu, a sage and scholar.

T K1Y R faearer & g& of|

e Lived during the Vedic period, a time of rich philosophical inquiry.

At FTer & ST &Y, S e To=manstt &1 Agca fear Srar 2|

© Contributions

o IRIET
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Philosophy:

e Known as a Brahmavadini, a woman who has knowledge of Brahman (ultimate
reality).

Sog FEAQIGHAT gl ST §, AT VT AT S 7e7 (WA TF) H1 AT 81|

o Participated in philosophical debates, notably with sage Yajnavalkya in the
Brihadaranyaka Upanishad.

ereifarer a3t & a1t fora, fay &9 & Areraed s % 4 JeaRvds 39fayg # darg
fepam|

o Explored metaphysical questions about the nature of reality and the universe.
e 3R FEATS AT yohic I 31 aretfars sraemonait r @iet |

Advocacy for Women in Scholarship:
diefas Tatat 7 afra selerl 2 39 qag i Affe et @ g

e Serves as an early example of women's involvement in scholarly and philosophical
pursuits.

wfgen3it A fggar 3 gefer F emefieRy 1 IR 3ereor A STl ¢

Charaka (c. 2nd century CE)
T (IS 24t eraredy $EdY)

e An ancient Indian physician and scholar.

Tah HTdlel AR Rfreas 3R fagar 3

o Associated with the development of Ayurveda, India’s traditional medical system.

Rl T aRARe Fafehear yomrel smgde & fasra @ 53 3|

o Her active participation in intellectual debates challenged gender norms of her time.
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© Major Works
o YA TAATE
Charaka Samhita:

o A foundational text of Ayurveda.
MGG 1 Teh A T B

e Covers topics like diagnosis, treatment, prevention, and medical ethics.

sgH Wr-fAeie, TR, Ahard 3R RAfrcar Afawar S v anfaa §1
© Contributions
o YNTErTT
Medical Science:

o Emphasized the importance of preventive medicine and holistic health.

Ay raTRa RfFcar 3R 97T FaeeT & Agcg W g G|

o Detailed the functions of various organs, body systems, and diseases.

fafeest arart, amrdifte yonfaat sik et & et 3 fRega v @ awsm

e Introduced concepts like digestion, metabolism, and immunity.

T, AT 31 TfaaT Jomelt Sl 3reRony e il
Ethics in Medicine:

e Advocated for a code of conduct for physicians, emphasizing compassion,
confidentiality, and lifelong learning.

RIfrcaent & fAT AR |iedr &1 gerard 61, fSTa 4T, MyTar 3T AR sreaaeT
W g fear |

e Within universities, even repulsive ideas should be expressed and debated.
faeafacarerar #, Ter de for fawds ARt F1 i caaa forar S anfee 3R == gl
B!

e Today’s universities are over-regulated and underfunded, which hampers intellectual
freedom and innovation.
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3Tt o TaRafaedrera A it fase 3R Fa BiE &1 @ L @ ¢, foaa digfaw
T 3R TR It g B

Expression and the Truth

g i 9

e Freedom of expression helps us in attaining the truth.
fAFT Y Taaadr g8 T IIed T H JgIdr v &

o Milton said that even if all false ideas are allowed to circulate freely, the truth will win in
an open encounter.

fAees 1 her T foh afe Faf 313 Ty &1 Tacs &9 & %horel 7 ST, A ¥ v Faaa
HqH1Ee & S Seam|

e Intoday’s age of fake news, letting everyone speak enables people to judge what is
true.

37751 o %eh =3 oh T &, T oY sllefd oot A 19T G fAoTar i Fel & o Fam wr 81

o Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. stated that in a capitalist marketplace, the best
test of truth is its ability to be accepted among competing ideas.

A ANfAaT I3 gy SfAAT o FeT o YEham! 919’ # T 1 9 3] WE Ig
g o gg ufaeasdt BeRt & g &9 3 3 &R Far srar g

e Therefore, allowing the expression of all views helps the government protect people
from falsehoods.

satorT, el farart T 3ifdieaferd 1 At ST THR 1 F{S TLIT @ A9 T Tare 7
Heg A B

Limits of Freedom of Speech

sfFeafeda i Tadaar i HAw

o Freedom of speech is not an absolute right.
HffrcafFd i FacdTar H1S F AR AL |

o People should avoid unnecessary speech and use the right to further constitutional
goals like discovering the truth and ensuring people’s participation in governance.

QT ol HATARIF dleraTel § SToell ARV 3 H TR 1 39T Aifaenfas segeat
S Fe Fr @it 3 A H STaemeiiar & fow s anfgul

Extent of Restrictions

gfaeyt r dAT

e The Constitution allows only reasonable restrictions on freedom of speech and
expression.
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Giaere shaor 3fRra gfaeyt T 3gAfT &ar ¢ St rffeafFa F Fadar w e S gahd
gl

The term ‘reasonable’ was inserted by the First Constitutional Amendment in 1951.
STRAT e HT 1951 & Tga AT HeAerT SaRT FA1ST 317 AT

Restrictions can be placed in the interest of sovereignty, integrity of India, security of

the state, public order, decency, morality, friendly foreign relations, defamation,
and incitement to an offence.

fieer WWCT, SR Y HEST, AT Y YI&T, VAT cqaET, ATeiteta, afawar,
et & Aot wawy, A, 3R 3FER % AHCT F FOnT ST S B

‘Public order’ and ‘friendly relations with foreign states’ were also added in 1951.
Ao v sqaedr 3R faRef asat & Ashqet waw & o 1951 7 sy aran |

The phrase ‘sovereignty and integrity of India’ was inserted by the Sixteenth
Amendment Act, 1963.

A T FYAT 3R AT HT 1963 F Wietgd weerar ATz cary sist I 2|

The government cannot impose restrictions through executive orders; a law is
required.

WFR IS FRASRT IS & ATCTH I TIAY FET o1 Hehell; SHDb [T Teh FTefel AT
gl

To determine reasonableness, courts apply the doctrine of proportionality.
3RATar a7 F & AU FaraTerd Areyafadar & RgHia # o Hd B
In a 2020 case, the Supreme Court recognized the right to internet as part of free

speech, and emphasized that restrictions must be legitimate, necessary, and least
intrusive.

2020 3 U A H, YA FIE 7 $eAC & AAFR F1 feataa 1 Faa=ar o gear
AT 3R gT T ufaser 3w, sfaar 3R &7 § F4 geaad g @nleu)

The state must prove that its restriction is reasonable and proportionate.

T T AT A HAT gl & o 30t wfaaer 3fa sk @afea &

Institutional Responsibility

AR ey

No institution has the right to restrict free speech beyond what is mentioned in Article
19(2) of the Constitution.

IS T TEAT Jrqess 19(2) A Sfedfld Hansit & it sffeafFa Fr Fad=ar #
EIGEIBRE R TEEnl

Being a private institution or being under regulatory control is not a valid excuse to
curb free speech.

s IEaT g1 A1 AT AT 7 g TadT AR TFT T Aol T I 3R 767 ¢
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e The Supreme Court has declared that private universities also perform public
functions and hence come under the definition of ‘state’.

AT FIE 7 gl & T Tt Rreafaearery i wrasifas F1&F ¢ § 3K safav 3 o v
T afemaT A 37 B

o Therefore, arbitrary decisions by such institutions violate Article 14, which guarantees
equality and protects against arbitrariness.

safaT, W FEAT3T & ATAT AT IS 14 FT Seoltel A o, S FATTAT 3N
HAATAT & FEATH FI&T T IEN &r &

Writers and Institutional Support

AEF IR FEART gAgT

o If a writer's speech does not meet constitutional standards, he should not be
defended.

e fordY Si@eh T SreraTer AETfAH ATTh] 9T TR 78] Salal, df 3HT ST oTeT [haT
ST TR

« However, if the speech is constitutional, then the institution should not disown him,
as this will demotivate the faculty and prevent attracting good scholars.

AfreT afe; Srerarer @denfa® §, O GEAT ) @S A TodT e8] SSAT AR T FAifh 3T
fRraTahl o1 ool R & 3R 3r=8 fagamit &1 3mefd 781 fanam ST FehraT |

o A student is the true conscience keeper of a university.
o [aRaTae I T 31cl IHaATeHT TI&TH 81T ¢

e Private education entrepreneurs must remember that the Supreme Court sees
education as an occupation, not a business.

fasht Rt seafA 1 are T@ar wfe T o ol HIE o A& 1 Toh sqad@ el dich T

QAT ATAT g

o Adiversity of opinions must be celebrated because, in a vibrant democracy, every
opinion matters, and a university represents a universe of knowledge.

Rt Y Rfderar &1 Taera fhar ser @it FHifs ve shad diedd & &3 T T Agcd
giaT & 3R v frafgamey a1 1 seAE g ¢

Page3 7

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

l consequences, United Kingdom Prime
Minister Keir Starmer’s new agreement with
the European Union (EU) signals a powerful
“reset” of their relations, resuming cooperation
on food standards, fishing rights, defence and
border checks. While this development may
appear Eurocentric, it opens a gateway to
possibilities and challenges for India that demand
urgent attention.

The U.K. and the EU are among India’s most
important trade and diplomatic partners, and
their renewed alignment could redraw India’s
global strategy map. For Indian exporters, this
could simplify compliance and revive supply
chain fluidity. For policymakers, this presents an
opportunity to strengthen strategic alliances. For
the diaspora, this could reshape education and
migration prospects. In short, the U.K.-EU reset is
not just a regional recalibration. It is a moment
that could redefine India’s trade corridors,
diplomatic engagements, and soft power leverage
in the West.

A reshaping of India’s export dynamics

The renewed collaboration in areas such as food
safety, customs coordination and fisheries is
poised to significantly influence Indian exports to
both regions. In FY2024, India’s exports to the EU
stood at $86 billion, while exports to the U.K.
totalled $12 billion, highlighting their strategic
role in India’s external trade.

Post-Brexit, Indian exporters have grappled
with navigating two separate regulatory regimes,
especially in key sectors such as pharmaceuticals,
textiles, seafood, and agro-based products. A
harmonised U.K.-EU regulatory framework could
simplify compliance, reduce redundancy and
lower operational costs. India, a significant
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The UK-EU
reset has the
potential to
redefine India’s
trade,
diplomatic
engagements
and soft power
leverage

in the West

supplier of generic medicines to the UK.,
fulfilling over 25% of its pharmaceutical needs,
would benefit from a unified approval
mechanism that accelerates clearances and
enhances cost efficiency.

Similarly, Indian seafood exports, valued at
60,523.89 crore (approximately $7.38 billion) in
FY2024, could face fewer trade barriers if the
food standards and fishing policies are aligned.
However, tighter common standards might
challenge Indian Small and Medium Enterprises,
which often lack the capital and technical
know-how. To remain competitive, India must
strengthen its export ecosystem through
initiatives such as the Remission of Duties and
Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP) and the
Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme.

A stronger voice in global diplomacy
Beyond trade, the geopolitical dimensions are
significant for India. A more synchronised
U.K.-EU foreign policy, particularly in defence
and the Indo-Pacific, offers India an avenue to

enhance its multilateral coordination with the EU.

India already operates under the EU-India
Strategic Partnership: A Roadmap to 2025, and in
2022, it renewed its Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership with the U..K., covering cyber
security, climate action, and maritime security.

As the U.K. realigns its policies with the EU,
India could benefit from cohesive western
support on global platforms, such as the United
Nations, the G20, and the World Trade
Organization (WTO). Strategic ties with France,
Germany and the UK. are vital to India’s defence
modernisation and technological ambitions,
especially regarding naval power.

Notably, India-France bilateral trade reached
$15.1 billion in 2024-25; landmark defence

DPATRIOTICIA

agreements with Germany and the U.K. have
focused on technology transfer and joint
development. A coordinated U.K.-EU defence
policy could open doors for deeper trilateral or
multilateral engagements in the Indo-Pacific,
where shared concerns over China’s assertiveness
persist.

Additionally, India’s leadership in the Global
South - spotlighted during its G-20 presidency in
2023 - can be amplified by leveraging the
U.K.-EU thaw to drive collective action on climate
finance, digital infrastructure and global
governance reforms. A unified West could
become a more dependable ally for India if it
engages with India, strategically and assertively,
in the future

Enhancing trade and talent power

On the mobility front, India has the world’s
largest diaspora, which includes large
communities in the U.K. and across the EU. In
2024, the U.K. issued more than 1,10,000 student
visas to Indian nationals, placing India among the
top sources of international students.

While post-Brexit restrictions limited access for
Indian professionals to EU markets, renewed
U.K.-EU border coordination could enable partial
mobility, creating a semi-integrated talent
corridor. This could also bolster India’s migration
pacts with Germany, France and Portugal by
embedding them within a broader UK.-EU
framework.

These converging shifts — trade liberalisation,
mobility reintegration, and foreign policy
alignment — present rare diplomatic and
economic opportunities. To seize these
opportunities, India must accelerate reforms,
modernise its export infrastructure, and assert its
role in global governance.

A Eurocentric Reset, a Gateway for India

T Hfead qade, 4R & AT o 3aw

In a diplomatic development with far-reaching consequences, United Kingdom
Prime Minister Keir Starmer's new agreement with the European Union (EU)
marks a significant reset in their relations.

T GUITHT THTT T TAATAF TeaATha H, TASES fHarsa & Tarers= FR FeRaAT F1
TSR W (EU) & |TY 737 FASIAT 37 Hatl § 0F Agedqor aadrer & Rfgaa
T 8

o This agreement resumes cooperation on food standards, fishing rights, defence, and

border checks. Though this appears to be a Eurocentric move, it also opens critical
opportunities and challenges for India that require immediate strategic attention.

Ig HASIIAT WIEH HTeTh!, HS Tehsal & TSR, 18T AR AT S 9 FE 4T 1 o
YIRS ST § | T e el & JAHT i &), et T8 R & AT #ff deaprer o fas
EGTeT ST TR dTel HgeaqOT TR IR FATcar Tedd T g |
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Both the U.K. and the EU are among India’s most significant trade and diplomatic
partners, and this realignment could redraw the contours of India’s global strategy. For
Indian exporters, the deal may simplify compliance procedures and help revive
supply chain fluidity. For Indian policymakers, it presents a chance to strengthen
strategic alliances, while the Indian diaspora may see changes in education and
migration policies. Thus, this U.K.-EU reset is not just about regional cooperation; it
may redefine India’s trade pathways, diplomatic engagements, and soft power
positioning in Western regions.

U.K. 31X EU 215t 5IRd & Ha8 Ageaqet s 3R geshifas asiert # @ €, 3k 7
oTT EGOT R T ARGF TOTANY o FFY &l YoT: 3R & Hebll & | R fAeTat &
ToIT a1g FHSIAT Jreqarerer WfFaT3it &l T a1 FehelT & 3T 3mqfet sj@rar &y e S
qeT: SN R HevaTl &1 AR shfafaatanst & fov a5 wreifas eaw«t o ggg e &
HEER YeTol T &, Selfeh AR JarHt Hoerr &1 et 3% varw Afeat 7 seerma &
HIHAT 81 Thell §1 SATAT, Tg U.K.-EU T8Il Shael &1 He1T 7 9w =181 &, T8
HRA & SR AR, Feafas yarat R aire grag Hr P i e & aRenf¥a & gehar
gl

Reshaping India’s Export Dynamics

R & forate IRGRT FT GeratoeT

Renewed U.K.-EU cooperation in sectors like food safety, customs coordination, and
fisheries will have a direct impact on Indian exports. In FY2024, India's exports to the
EU reached $86 billion, and to the U.K., they stood at $12 billion, underlining the
importance of these regions in India’s external trade.

1T G&TT, AT Yo AT I AET uTeret Si9 11 7 U.K-EU & 7T g1 1 R
& faraTa o T 937a 939T| FY2024 3 AR T EU T fidTd 86 314 sfeit 3R U.K. &l
12 31T STel {@T, S TR & ST AR # 3o7 &1 & HAged &Y &2 ¢

After Brexit, Indian exporters struggled with two distinct regulatory systems, especially
in pharmaceuticals, textiles, seafood, and agro-products. A harmonised framework
would help reduce bureaucratic duplication, ease approvals, and lower costs. India,
which supplies over 25% of the U.K.'s generic pharmaceutical demand, would benefit
from a unified approval system that speeds up procedures and improves cost
efficiency.

sffere & a1g, AR ATt &1 fady &9 & ey, av7, a7t 3earel 3k FR-smnfie
FEIHT A & Jrer9T-37e79T AT yonforal & S[gieTm usT| Uehlehel arem Fera A alerd i
e I, TTANCE I cloT LI R AT T TN | HR, ST UK. T FaRF gansit Hr
25% & AT&F YT I &, Y Teh TehIge IeANGe TUTTS A TS BIaTT it FTsham3it & oot

3R SATITT Il FATTan|
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e Similarly, India’s seafood exports, valued at ¥60,523.89 crore (around $7.38 billion)
in FY2024, may face fewer trade barriers if the U.K. and EU agree on aligned food
standards and fisheries policies. However, stricter regulations may create challenges
for Indian SMEs, which often lack capital and technical capacity.

ST oG, FY2024 3 TR & WAEY 3ctal & fAaie &7 e €60,523.89 U3 (e19TsTer $7.38
fafee=) &1, S UK. 3R EU & @1ed Arerel 3R Acea Aifadl & thed gl W &7 SR
ATE3AT T ATHAT X Tl ¢ | BTelToh, T&d ATAT & AR $T BT IR ALAA 36TH sl
(SMEs) &7 qait 3R darelehY 71T ST T 3 HROT HISATSAT T HTHAT el I3 Fohell & |

e To stay globally competitive, India must fortify its export support system through
programs like the Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP)
and the Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme.

afRges gfaeatl # 9o ol o T R T RoDTEP 3R 3c916e ¥ 31 NcwTget Arsrett
(PLI) SX8 SRIHAT & ATEIH A 39+ AT Gadat a7 ol AsTed e 21|

A Stronger Voice in Global Diplomacy
aftaw Fesiifer 3 RA Y A AT

o Beyond trade, the geopolitical dimensions of the U.K.-EU alignment are significant
for India. A more synchronised U.K.-EU foreign policy, especially in defence and the
Indo-Pacific, offers India new avenues to strengthen its multilateral coordination with
the EU.

MR ¥ W, U.K.-EU AT & $Aaiefaea 98] TR & foT Ageaqer §1 a1 31K $3)-
AR &1 A A Farfee fager Ay s 1 EU & A1 379 qgaaiia @oead
HTG Y & 7T HTET &t &

e India already operates under the EU-India Strategic Partnership: A Roadmap to
2025, and in 2022, it renewed its Comprehensive Strategic Partnership with the U.K.,,
focusing on cyber security, climate action, and maritime security.

3R Ygol & & EU-India ToTeifass Amsigrl: 2025 d% T AsHT & dgd 1 Hldl &, 3R
2022 H #RA & U.K. & AT 3701 ca19e 0Tl FIAGRT T aAdleiend fovar, fSrad
HISaT Y&, STary FrAare! A T T R AT Shigd foham arr|

e As the U.K. aligns more with EU policies, India could gain stronger support from the

West on platforms like the United Nations, G-20, and World Trade Organization
(WTO).

S-S UK. 319 et st EU o &1 3R 31f8reh T8 &l &, R &l §gFd e,
G-20 3R 2T SR WIrssT (WTO) S Fal WX afa# gada 310 e gar g

o Strategic ties with France, Germany, and the U.K. are vital for India's defence
modernisation and technological goals, particularly in naval development.

Wi, ST 3T UK. & A1 Torelifaes Saer TR o T 3megfaehraor iR aaeidh o,
e AdfAas e & v smaeas g1
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India-France bilateral trade reached $15.1 billion in 2024-25. Defence agreements
with Germany and the U.K. focus on technology transfer and joint development.

HRA-SFI EfaTali SATIR 2024-25 # $15.1 3_ T Ugd 17| T3t 3R UK. & @
T GAS A Wiy gaiavor 3R wged s W i g
A coordinated U.K.-EU defence policy could create space for deeper trilateral or

multilateral engagements in the Indo-Pacific, where mutual concern over China’s
assertiveness continues.

U.K.-EU aﬁammﬁ@-ﬂﬁﬁmﬁmmm@mméa%aw
Grel TohdlT &, aﬁﬁaﬁmww%aﬁg@%l
India’s Global South leadership, which gained visibility during its G-20 presidency in

2023, could be ampilified by utilising this U.K.-EU thaw to promote collective action on
climate finance, digital infrastructure, and governance reforms.

AR 1 T gfRAoT F Aeea {fAFT, [0 2023 F G-20 3regarar & SNIeT FH@AT fHeN,
&I I§ U.K.-EU Folteor srerary e, Bfoee gfaad e 31 wames gurt ) afes
FRATS & T 3R Yo 9T FhaT &1

A unified West, if it continues engaging with India strategically and assertively, could
become a more reliable ally in the coming years.

afe; Tt iRt ar arfas # o1 & @ Torehifae 3 qEw als A S3d @, ara
A F T 310 faeawsar AmEieR o Ihd &

Enhancing Trade and Talent Power

IR 3T 9fasm afFa Y gered aa=T

India has the world’s largest diaspora, with significant communities in the U.K. and
across the EU. In 2024, the U.K. issued over 1,10,000 student visas to Indian
nationals, placing India among the top sources of international students.

HRA T gferar T Fad T3 Jarel ey 8, fore@# UK. 31X EU & 93 e Aarffe £ |
2024 # U.K. s ¥R ATRI &Y 1,10,000 & 31f8s o1 diem SRy fhe, oras sa o
HAWTSET BT Al 7 2nfder g |

After Brexit, Indian professionals faced restricted access to EU job markets.

However, renewed U.K.-EU border coordination could create partial mobility, forming
a semi-integrated talent corridor.

fFere & aTe;, TR ISR & foIT EU & atedt arerRl o uga dffa g1 a1$ o) greiian,
U.K.-EU HYAT GH=aT & Td1ei1en0r A arfareflierdr s Geid o eharl &, orad T
IEY-ThIH IfAHT ATAART o7 FheTT &

This corridor could further support India’s migration pacts with Germany, France, and
Portugal, embedding them within a broader U.K.-EU framework.

T NAIART HRA & STHAY, B 3R LI & A1 T yarw FA Il 1 419% U.K.-EU
I H AT F TohelT B
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e The ongoing shifts in trade liberalisation, mobility reintegration, and foreign policy
alignment represent rare diplomatic and economic opportunities for India.

SR 3ERIFIOT, aferefierar qerdiaterer 3 fader Aifer @x@or & =rer @ seara R & faw
g Frestifae 3 3 sraas gea 8

e To harness these, India must accelerate reforms, modernise export infrastructure,
and assert its global leadership role.

ST 3TAERT T 187 35T o AT SR hT GURT & ASf, farTer srawera #1 amyfashrior
3R AT Aqea {IAFT 1 AT FHLT1 BT |

What is new in Ladakh’s govt.
jobreservation policy?

What lies ahead for Ladakh’s demand for Statehood and autonomy?

Vijaita Sing]

The story so far:

n June 3, President Droupadi
Murmu notified four
Regulations for the Union
Territory (U.T.) of Ladakh,

defining new policies on reservation,
languages, domiciles, and composition of
hill councils for Ladakh, which became a
Union Territory in 2019. The notified
regulations were The Ladakh Official
Languages Regulation, 2025; The Ladakh
Civil Services Decentralisation and
Recruitment (Amendment) Regulation,

government jobs. The Rules notified
empowered the tehsildar to issue the
domicile certificates. To be considered
“domiciles” and thus eligible for the 5%
quota in government jobs in the UT.,
non-local residents must prove a
continuous 15-year stay in the U.T. starting
from October 31, 2019. Added with the
10% quota for the Economically Weaker
Sections, the total government job
reservation in the U.T. now stands at 95%,
one of the highest in the country.
According to the 2011 Census, Ladakh’s
population is 2,74,289, and nearly 80%
are tribals. The UT. has a majority
i ion in Leh and a sizeable

2025; The Ladakh Autc s Hill

I 1t Councils (A d )
Regulation, 2025; and The Union
Territory of Ladakh Reservation
(Amendment) Regulation, 2025.

What did the policies entail?
The Regulations pave the way for 85%
reservation for resident Ladakhis in

Muslim population in Kargil.

Another recently notified policy said
that at least one-third of the seats in the
hill councils of Leh will be reserved for
women, on a rotational basis across
jurisdictions, and the official languages of
the U.T. will be English, Hindi, Urdu,
Bhoti, and Purgi.

Why were the policies notified?

After the special status of Jammu and
Kashmir under Article 370 of the
Constitution was read down on August 5,
2019, the former State was split into two
Union Territories — J&K and Ladakh, the
latter without a legislative Assembly. After
initial euphoria, the Ladakhi civil society
groups began protests demanding
protection of land, resources, and
employment. Concerns arising out of big
businesses and outsiders acquiring land
and jobs led people to protest and
observe shutdowns. Cutting across party
lines, locals and a former BJP MP
demanded restoration of protection as
granted under Article 35A of the
Constitution, which was revoked with
Article 370 in 2019. Article 35A lets the
J&K legislature decide the “permanent
residents” in the former State, prohibits a
non-J&K resident from buying property,
and ensures job reservation for its
residents.

In 2020, the People’s Movement for
Constitutional Safeguard or the Leh Apex
Body (LAB) was formed, backed by the
powerful Ladakh Buddhist Association. In
2021, the LAB and the Kargil Democratic
Alliance came together to fight for
constitutional safeguards for the region.
Together, they came up with four key
demands: inclusion under the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution (giving tribal
status and autonomy over land),
Statehood, separate Lok Sabha seats for
Leh and Kargil districts, and filling of
existing government vacancies.

‘What is next?

Cherring Dorjay Lakruk, the president of
Ladakh Buddhist Association and
co-convenor of the LAB, said that they
will continue to demand Statehood and
inclusion under the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution.

“Only one chapter, that of government
jobs, is closed. The talks with the
government will continue over issues
such as the protection of land and
constitutional safeguards. So far, we have
not raised the issue of land with the
government,” Mr. Lakruk said.

Before the policies were notified, the
high-powered committee members were
invited by Union Home Minister Amit
Shah for a tea party at the latter’s
residence. “The Home Minister assured
us that all other issues will remain under
discussion,” Mr. Lakruk said.

THE GIST

-

Ladakh's government has
notified regulations ensuring
85% reservation in government
jobs for resident Ladakhis, with
a 5% quota for domiciles
proving 15 years’ continuous
stay from October 31,2019,
and a total reservation of 95%,
including the 10% EWS quota.

-

Ladakh’s civil society groups
continue to demand
Statehood, inclusion under the
Sixth Schedule for tribal status
and autonomy, and protection
of land and employment, with
ongoing talks promised by the
Union Home Minister.

New Government Job Reservation Policy in Ladakh

ACETE A T8 TSN Al 3naTor Afer

On June 3, 2025, President Droupadi Murmu notified four new Regulations for
the Union Territory of Ladakh, covering reservation, languages, domiciles, and
hill council composition.

3 ST 2025 FY Tegufar ghadt 7 & degrE Fw anfla wder & faw smwaror, s,
siffraTse IR e FERE e @ gafta TR av st f sftrgEer arf @

o The regulations include:
— The Ladakh Official Languages Regulation, 2025
— The Ladakh Civil Services Decentralisation and Recruitment (Amendment)
Regulation, 2025
— The Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Councils (Amendment) Regulation,
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2025
— The Union Territory of Ladakh Reservation (Amendment) Regulation, 2025

31 T 7 nfAe &
— degTE et fafag#s, 2025
— wegrE fafae dar faddeor ik st (@) Rfewss, 2025
— JeaId Tad 9gTs fasr aRwg (Waiwe) fRfawse, 2025
— TEETE e AT T IRET0T (FeivereT) Rafagaa, 2025
e The new rules provide for 85% reservation in government jobs for resident Ladakhis.
AU AT & dgd T Tegf@AT s TSR Al 3T 7 85% 3HRETor fAee|
e Tehsildars are now empowered to issue domicile certificates.

379 dgHIdERT I fAAET TATOT 97 TR e 1 3P R 2w aram g

¢ Non-local residents need to prove 15 years of continuous stay in Ladakh since
October 31, 2019, to qualify for the remaining 5% domicile quota.

IR-TUTeiT foaTaat @ 31 3raFgaT 2019 & wegr™ #H 15 gut #r fataw sufeyfa area
HLAT g dTfeh I AT 5% SIfAATST FIE & 91T ST Th |

« With an additional 10% quota for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS), the total job
reservation reaches 95%, one of the highest in India.

ITEF T FASAR 1 (EWS) & fIT 10% HIETOT Sl TR Fel ITRETOT 95% B STl &,

ST U H gad AWF A J TF g
e As per the 2011 Census, Ladakh has a population of 2,74,289, with around 80%
tribals.

2011 Y STTIAVTAT o ITER, Cleard I STAHEAT 2,74,289 &, TSI ofarsrar 80% 3nfeareh
gl

e Leh has a Buddhist majority, while Kargil has a significant Muslim population.
% & Sley age I & STafeh HRIAE & FIRY AR T B

¢ The regulations also reserve one-third of seats for women in Leh’s hill councils, on a
rotational basis.

TAT#T & 3HTER o $ feer F3Re A van-fagrs € afgenait & fow goier smar «w
IRfeT & et

o The official languages of Ladakh will now include English, Hindi, Urdu, Bhoti, and
Purgi.
STeETd T 3TRRTRe AT 3 3ra 3rdrel, R, 3¢, s 3i qeff enfrer ghef

Reasons Behind Notification of Policies

feret Y srftregaa & s & FRoT

o After Article 370 was diluted on August 5, 2019, Jammu & Kashmir was split into two
Union Territories: J&K and Ladakh.
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5 31ITE 2019 T IeTedG 370 I gl & WG FFH-FLHAN T &Y Fgr Ay wereit & afer

AT — SFA-HHAR 3R degra|
e Ladakh was made a Union Territory without a legislature, leading to growing
concerns over land, employment, and resources.

FCETE FT e fermeras are dg nfe waer S a1, fored oA, st 3R ware=t
T I TAdTe ¢ |

o Fears that outsiders and big businesses would buy land and take local jobs triggered
protests and shutdowns.

el @t 3R wEY Fufaat gary offf wlie 3R AwRar g S e & yed 3k 9
Y& gl Ty |

e Locals and a former BJP MP demanded protection similar to Article 35A, which had
been scrapped along with Article 370.

TATA 19T iR Teh Y HTST9T HHE o HeJedg 35A ST GR&T 1 AT 6, [ST8 Ireqede
370 & |y ger fem I 2|

e Article 35A had earlier allowed the J&K legislature to define permanent residents
and restrict land ownership and jobs to them.

IO 35A Tgel STFH-FAR FT Fereras 1 wyrdt faarfAt & aRemsr a7 a3 3k

3ot A IR ARl ) A AR & A 3rgAfT ST 4|

e In 2020, the People’s Movement for Constitutional Safeguard or Leh Apex Body
(LAB) was formed, backed by the Ladakh Buddhist Association.

2020 # wfaenfas gRam & fore St sridierer 1 A T arst (LAB) &7 13T foham arm,
foret sregra sigy wa 1 AT fAar|

e In 2021, the LAB joined hands with the Kargil Democratic Alliance to push for
constitutional protections.

2021 # LAB & FRfAel AT F Taad & A1y [Acreh waenfare FIaim 1 AT &l 3y
derT|

e Their four key demands are:
— Sixth Schedule inclusion
— Statehood
— Separate Lok Sabha seats for Leh and Kargil
— Filling existing government job vacancies

Jeleh! TR JE A 8

— B8 e A AR FIAT

— TS FT AT AT

— g 3 IR F AT sreer dwgem @
— TXHNY Al Hr RiFaaT Hr o=
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What Lies Ahead for Ladakh’s Statehood and Autonomy Demands

ACETE Y TS FT gatT 3 FIrIAAT Y HIT HT 3T F4T?

e Cherring Dorjay Lakruk, president of the Ladakh Buddhist Association and co-
convenor of the LAB, said that they will continue to demand Statehood and Sixth
Schedule status.

AN GRS ATHTF, TEEIE slgy F & 7e7aT 3R LAB & Hg-HINeIs, =¥ Fgl i I U=
FT gatt 3R TS regaelt F anfrer Rrw st iy Afer Yy T

e He stated that “only the issue of government jobs is resolved,” while other matters like
land protection and constitutional safeguards remain open.

3giet gl foh "t TRHRY Al RAT 1 FHeer Forsr 8, STafeh o T Fam iR waenfas
MR SN 31 Heg 37t ot Aw

o Before the policy notification, members of the high-powered committee met Union
Home Minister Amit Shah, who assured that other issues will remain under discussion.

Mt i 3 & vge ITaftsR gred FfAfa & Fewdt @ T ¢ 70 sifda o @
Helterldl T, fowgiot 3meardeT fea f& 3o Feal o) == Sy et

GS Paper I1I: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. Greater Flamingo Sanctuary at Dhanushkodi Notified by
Tamil Nadu Government

AfAEEATS TIHR A YeTYHIst F YT FATAN I3 ARoY
g fFar

2. Kaziranga National Park to be Expanded to Promote
Tourism

g¥es & 9141 & & foT HSEn IS 3ea &1 e

T ST

3. Modi to Inaugurate Kashmir’s First All-Weather Rail Link
with Delhi

MEY FAR AT Eeeh & e g Alwa A1 I foF F1 3qume
e
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4. Dassault Aviation ties up with Tata for Rafale fighter
fuselage production in India

R H Whd d351% AT F 43 & AATr & e gat vfves
3R e 7 ey
5. Taking stock of COVID-19 vaccines

#1519 derdier Fir Fufa i weltam
6. Key Facts about H1N1 Virus

HIN1 aRRE % aR & Agcaqot a2

7. Should India amend its nuclear energy laws?

FAT HRA Y Y ATRDIT FAT Floaal A FeATereT FIAT
qrfgu?
8. Effectiveness of IBC as a Resolution Tool

T HATHTT 3YHIOT & T A IBC Y yarraeiierar

9. Al’'s Unchecked Ascent: How Big Tech is Outpacing the
Regulatory Rulebook

Al FT d%1q RFaR: $8@ 99 && Fufaar ey At @
et fasher W@ 8

10. Technologies to Shape Airport Experience, Say
Experts

fAAwAl & ITAR 4TS 373N F T F HFR A aATell
doailh

11. Disinflation is a greater force right now than
inflation

#Aterer a7 & Aeredifa & rfe gamaeme § Fageraee
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Tamil Nadu government
notifies greater flamingo
sanctuary at Dhanushkodi

It spans over 500 hectares and is part of the Gulf of Mannar Biosphere Reserve; the move aims at
preserving a critical stopover point along the Central Asian Flyway for migratory wetland birds

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu go-
I Ivemment has offi-
cially declared a

greater flamingo sanctuary
at Dhanushkodi in Rama-
nathapuram district.

Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin inaugurated the sanctu-
ary via video conferencing
at an event organised by
the Departments of Envi-
ronment, Climate Change
and Forests in Chennai on
Thursday to celebrate
World Environment Day.

Thangam Thennarasu,
holding additional charge
as Minister for Environ-
ment; R.S. Rajakannapan,
Minister for Forests; and
Supriya Sahu, Additional
Chief Secretary to Depart-
ments of Environment, Cli-
mate Change, and Forests,
participated in the event.

Rich biodiversity
The move aims to preserve
a critical stopover point
along the Central Asian
Flyway for thousands of
migratory wetland birds.
The sanctuary spans
524.7 hectares and encom-
passes both revenue the
and forest lands within Ra-

Safe zone: Flamingos in Dhanuskodi, Ramanathapuram district. As per the latest bird survey,
Dhanushkodi region has over 10,700 wetland birds, representing 128 species. L. BALACHANDAR

meshwaram taluk.

The designated area,
part of the ecologically
sensitive Gulf of Mannar
Biosphere Reserve, is
home to a variety of eco-
systems, including man-
groves, sand dunes, mud-
flats, and marshes.

These unique features
support a rich biodiversity,
from migratory birds and
marine life to nesting sea
turtles.

A Government Order
(G.0.) issued on June 4, by
Ms. Sahu, noted that ac-

cording to the recent 2023-
2024 Wetland Bird Survey,
the Dhanushkodi region
recorded over 10,700 wet-
land birds, representing
128 species, including he-
rons, egrets, sandpipers,
and both greater and lesser
flamingos.

Ecologically crucial

Mangrove species such as
Avicennia and Rhizophora
dominate the Dhanushko-
di lagoon, providing essen-
tial breeding grounds and
natural defenses against

coastal erosion. The sanc-
tuary status is expected to
encourage  responsible
ecotourism, generate local
employment, and raise pu-
blic awareness about wet-
land conservation, the G.O.
said.

T.M. Anbarasan, Minis-
ter for Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises, Srini-
vas Reddy, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
(Head of Forest Force), Ra-
kesh Kumar Dogra, Chief
Wildlife Warden, also par-
ticipated.

Greater Flamingo Sanctuary at Dhanushkodi Notified by
Tamil Nadu Government
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R

The Tamil Nadu government has officially declared a Greater Flamingo Sanctuary
at Dhanushkodi in Ramanathapuram district. On the occasion of World
Environment Day, Chief Minister M.K. Stalin inaugurated the sanctuary via video
conferencing during an event held in Chennai, organised by the Departments of
Environment, Climate Change and Forests.

AfATATZ THR 7 THAYGRA Tl F U1t 7 ARG T § FeT FAfHAT IR0
1 ayor #r 31 fored TATaRor feaw & e W AEIHA vA.F. TIfaT A deets A
ITANTIT T FRIFHA 7 ST FIAHFAT & ATCTH F $H AHIRVY HT 3gHTeA H4T|

The event was attended by Thangam Thennarasu (Minister for Environment), R.S.
Rajakannappan (Minister for Forests), and Supriya Sahu (Additional Chief Secretary of
the concerned departments).

S8 SIRAsh I TATSTel TATEROT, STAary GRTcer AR o7 fasmai earr famar aram o, forasd
YITH ARRY (FATROT #AY), HR.TH. oot gaT (T #1), 3R G arg (ifaRed ge
gfaa) oF #reT foram|

e The sanctuary spans over 524.7 hectares and includes both revenue and forest lands
in the Rameshwaram taluk. It is part of the ecologically sensitive Gulf of Mannar
Biosphere Reserve. The area includes diverse ecosystems such as mangroves, sand
dunes, mudflats, and marshes, which support rich biodiversity.

TE HARTY 524.7 §FEIT # thell §31 & AR TAETH dATefeh 1 Torea 3R ot s{fdy A1
QA T &1 T8 & IIRTEAfaF 7 & Hagerefier Aed 3H® AeaR TRFHRIT Rerd T
feear &1 3 &7 7 A-aia, 39 & &, s gt A 3R gagar a7 o afay

iR et yonferr s St &, St e sta fafderar s ao7ds &l §

e According to the 2023-2024 Wetland Bird Survey, the Dhanushkodi region recorded
over 10,700 wetland birds belonging to 128 species, including herons, egrets,
sandpipers, and both greater and lesser flamingos.

2023-2024 deols 8 FIETT & IHTHR, GIhIST &7 3 10,700 W 3rfera amderfr afgry
3UTEATeY &of 1 1S, it 128 Fonfaal & Heferd &, fieTel aaret, aarerm, AR 3N deT aur
aaT FaAfA anfAe €1

e Mangrove species like Avicennia and Rhizophora dominate the Dhanushkodi lagoon,
offering crucial breeding grounds and natural coastal erosion control. Declaring this
area as a sanctuary is expected to encourage responsible ecotourism, create local
employment, and enhance public awareness about wetland conservation, according
to the Government Order (G.O.) issued on June 4 by Supriya Sahu.

vfafaa 3 TEERT ST Al Fonfaar aeesiEt gt F veEar & TS Sl §, S
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TSTetel T TTeT hicl & 3 TET &T0T A YIehfieh GIaTm il € 4333#@11131(@
STRT TRHRY Areer (S.3T.) & 3TaR, 57 &7 1 3BEAR0Y Uiffd el & SeRerT qratavor
YT T WICHTE THIe, FUTAT ASTAR Scoet G1aMT HIT HTEFA FI&T0T & Uy Sret

STTEhdT S¢3 |
e Other notable attendees at the event included T.M. Anbarasan (Minister for Micro,

Small and Medium Enterprises), Srinivas Reddy (Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests), and Rakesh Kumar Dogra (Chief Wildlife Warden).

58 SRIhH H 3T YHE FINAT H .. Seairaa (Ped, oY 3R ACTH 377 H),
Afrara g (U= JTT oo TXeTh), IR THA FAR ENRT (FTT Tgsiid ars) A |

Kaziranga National
Park to be expanded
to promote tourism

The Hmdu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Assam Cabinet, head-
ed by Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma, ap-
proved the expansion of
the Kaziranga National
Park and Tiger Reserve on

Wednesday.
Kaziranga, home to an
estimated 2,613 one-

horned rhinos and an esti-
mated 32.64 tigers per 100
sq. km., currently has an
area of 1,302 sq. km.

A statement from the
Chief Minister’s Office said
an area of 47,306.33 hec-
tares will be added as the
sixth addition of the na-

tional park. “This move
aims to strengthen biodi-
versity conservation ef-
forts and promote sustain-
able tourism at the
UNESCO World Heritage
Site,” the statement said,
adding that the Cabinet
had decided on the expan-
sion on May 21.

Villages excluded

The statement also said 10
villages will be excluded
from the expansion plan.
These villages are Bali-
gaon, Biswanath Ghat,
Gakhirkhaite, Gonaitapu,
Gopal Jarani, Hatimura,
Jobre, Silghat, Thute Cha-
pori, and Umatamoni.

Kaziranga National Park
to be Expanded to
Promote Tourism

qded &) 93ET & & foIw
TS AT IISERT 3T T
faear o sean

The Assam Cabinet, led by Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma,
has approved the expansion of
Kaziranga National Park and
Tiger Reserve.

e AT fawar @ & aqea
# 3 AH Hfaae o FISRET T
3T 3R TR Rerd & Rear #&
A

o Kaziranga is home to an estimated

2,613 one-horned rhinos and about
32.64 tigers per 100 sq. km.

FISNET H TTHT 2,613 T Hier aror
32 3R 9fa 100 =T raHeT # ersrer
32.64 ST 91T AT &
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e The current area of Kaziranga National Park is 1,302 sq. km.
TAATST H HISIRI IS 3T HT &TTH 1,302 F97 fheiaieT &

o Atotal of 47,306.33 hectares will be added to the park as its sixth addition.
47,306.33 gFFeAT &1 &l &S FATAR & &7 H 31 H SIS SAreer|

e This move is aimed at strengthening biodiversity conservation and promoting
sustainable tourism at the UNESCO World Heritage Site.

SH TheH T 3642 Aa ATIErar HI&TOT T HTgd el iR T Teg Frww! fara eiew
TIA R Add IIee FHI Fo1dT ST & |
o The Cabinet decision for the expansion was taken on May 21.
21 7§ T Hhiddte garT fawar &t vy forr arar an
e As part of the expansion, 10 villages will be excluded from the plan.
fa¥dR & Tgd, 10 &t T FSAT § T8 TG>T AT |

e The excluded villages are Baligaon, Biswanath Ghat, Gakhirkhaite, Gonaitapu,
Gopal Jarani, Hatimura, Jobre, Silghat, Thute Chapori, and Umatamoni.

SiY 3T 9TR @ 1T § 3 § — qeiena, faeaary are, mfaRda, Maary, e s,
FIET, S, frerene, g = 3R swame |
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Modi to inaugurate Kashmir’s first
all-weather rail link with Delhi today

Vande Bharat service to Srinagar to begin tomorrow; projects estimated at ¥46,000 crore to be launched; security beefed

up for PMs first visit to

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

ashmir is set to fi-
Knally have a rail
link with the rest

of the country, as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will inaugurate the Srina-
gar-Jammu-Delhi rail link
on Friday at Katra in Ud-
hampur district of Jammu.
The Vande Bharat Express
between Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Katra and Srinagar
will begin regular opera-
tions from Saturday, offi-
cials said.

Boost to infrastructure
Mr. Modi, in a post on X,
said: “Tomorrow, 6th June
is indeed a special day for
my sisters and brothers of
Jammu and Kashmir. Key
infrastructure projects
worth ¥46,000 crore are
being inaugurated which
will have a very positive
impact on people’s lives.”
Considered an engineer-
ing marvel, the Chenab rail
bridge will improve con-
nectivity between Jammu
and Srinagar, he said. “The
Anji bridge stands tall as
India’s first cable-stayed
rail bridge in a terrain that
is challenging,” he added.

Modi to Inaugurate Kashmir’s First All-Weather Rail Link with

Delhi

A FRAR Y feell ¥ ggeh ¥ Ataar Y I T &1 3gures 3

Security forces at the Nowgam railway station in Srinagar ahead of

the launch of J&K'’s first Vande Bharat train on Friday. IMRAN NISSAR

The Udhampur-Srina-
gar-Baramulla Rail Link
(USBRL) project, which
will now be fully operation-
al, ensures all-weather con-
nectivity. “The Vande Bha-
rat trains from Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Katra to Sri-
nagar will boost spiritual
tourism and create liveli-
hood opportunities,” the
Prime Minister said.

J&K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah also shared his
anticipation on X. “Visited
the tallest railway bridge in
the world, the Chenab
Bridge, to review arrange-
ments for the visit of the
Hon PM Modi ji tomorrow.
Tomorrow is a landmark
day for J&K when, finally,
the valley will be connect-
ed to the rest of the coun-

try by a railway link to be
inaugurated at the hands
of the Hon PM,” he said.

“I have been waiting for
this moment for a long
time. This rail project be-
gan when I was in the 7th
or 8th class. Now, even my
children have started
working after completing
school and college. But
better late than never,” Mr.
Abdullah said, expressing
hope for the positive im-
pact of the project on the
region’s economy. “Whe-
never the highway gets
blocked, the airlines start
selling tickets of 35,000 for
%20,000. Such issues will
be solved from now on.
Our horticulture produce
like cherry and apple will
be ferried.”

Union Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw clarified
that a direct rail service
between Srinagar and Del-
hi would commence in
September once platforms
5 and 6 are ready at the
Jammu railway station.
Meanwhile, from Saturday,
following the inauguration
by the Prime Minister, two
pairs of Vande Bharat Ex-
press will begin regular op-
erations between Katra
and Srinagar.

Train schedule
Following the inaugura-
tion, two pairs of Vande
Bharat Express trains —
26404/26403 and 26401/
26402 — will run on the Sri-
nagar-Katra-Srinagar route
with intermediate stops at
Banihal. The 26404 train
will depart Srinagar at 8
a.m., halt at Banihal at 9.02
a.m., and reach Katra at
10.58 a.m. The return ser-
vice (26403) will leave Ka-
tra at 2.55 p.m., reach Bani-
hal at 4.40 p.m., and arrive
in Srinagar at 5.53 p.m.
These trains will run six
days a week, with no run
on Wednesdays.

After inaugurating the
train service, Mr. Modi is
expected to visit the deck

J&K since Pahalgam attack; Chenab and Anji Khad bridges have been hailed as engineering marvels

of the Chenab bridge
around 11 a.m., followed by
a visit to the Anji Khad
bridge. The Chenab rail
bridge, which stands 359
metres above the riverbed
— 35 metres higher than
the Eiffel Tower — is being
hailed as the world’s high-
est railway arch bridge.
The 1,315-metre-long struc-
ture, designed to with-
stand wind speeds of up to
260 kmph, is built at a cost
of ¥1,486 crore.

The Anji Khad bridge,
meanwhile, is India’s first
cable-stayed railway
bridge. Towering 331
metres above the riverbed
and stretching 725 metres,
it features 96 high-tensile
cables and a 193-metre in-
verted Y-shaped pylon.

Central Reserve Police
Force personnel have been
deployed for security
across the USBRL, espe-
cially on the Katra-Bara-
mulla stretch and around
the Chenab bridge. The Ar-
my, Railway Protection
Force, and Government
Railway Police are involved
in the security arrange-
ments. This visit marks Mr.
Modi’s first trip to J&K
since the Pahalgam terror
attack.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Srinagar-Jammu-Delhi rail link
on Friday at Katra in Udhampur district of Jammu.

TUTHA 7l A YFAN P FH, F YA o & Fe 7 sieror-ao7-Red o 6T
&1 3gHTEs HL|
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o The Vande Bharat Express between Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra and Srinagar will
start regular operations from Saturday.

it ATaT dson &t Fe 3R AR F T 9 ARG vFENH 7 FAIfRT FareT afFar @
& B |

e Modi announced that infrastructure projects worth ¥46,000 crore are being
inaugurated which will significantly impact people's lives.

HIET o °voT Y foh 246,000 S T qEITAT IRAISTATIHT FT 3T fRIT ST IET 8 ST

AN & STdeT U ThRIcHS THTT STl |

e The Chenab rail bridge, considered an engineering marvel, will improve connectivity
between Jammu and Srinagar.

AT YT g, Torer ghfaraRar iy soremiRes suafewr A o 61 &, 9o 3R Ao &
T Dl Sgc< AT |

o The Anji bridge is being hailed as India’s first cable-stayed rail bridge built in a
challenging terrain.

37Sit G T H T TEell Fael-F¢ Yo Tol el SiT @1 & Sl HideT sitafares a8 & s aran
gl

e The Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL) project is now fully
operational, ensuring all-weather connectivity.

SUA-ATIR-TRIHAT ¥ folF (USBRL) IRATSTAT 316 I X8 dTe] 81 Tehl &, it 8¢ AN
# Fud gafvad w1

¢ Modi said that Vande Bharat trains will boost spiritual tourism and create livelihood
opportunities.

HET o gl [ a8 AR ot enfair T T gorar &91T 3R AT F 3rawT YT HIaf|

e Omar Abdullah shared that he visited the Chenab Bridge, the world's tallest railway
bridge, to review arrangements.

AT Hegee o FATAT o 3giel AeTTa qe, ST o6 T T Fa@ 32 Yod qef 8, 7
forar 31t SRt fr Teew $r

o He recalled that the rail project began when he was in 7th or 8th grade, and now even
his children have graduated.

Segiet Ae; [T fo 7g Yo IS oI & g of 579 o 74ff 2 8aft et 31 &, 3R 379 3eteh
T Y FofTcleh Y b ¢ |

e He expressed hope that the project will help in solving issues like skyrocketing airfares
during highway blockades and in transporting horticulture produce.

3egiel 3T STATS foh I8 IRANSTAT 818a 96 glet UT I §aTs feahel hT JoTAT ol gof il
3R aTTaTe SeqTel St ugTTe # Feg Hf|

e Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said a direct Srinagar-Delhi rail service will
begin in September, once platforms 5 and 6 at Jammu station are ready.

Yo 74T 3Rt dvvra o gt o T FEAT W ToewiH 5 3R 6 & TR gl & a1 e
A Sierer-feeel deflt Yo Qar & g1l |
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Starting Saturday, two pairs of Vande Bharat Express trains will operate regularly
between Katra and Srinagar.

IR O Few 3 AT F T &Y AT 9 AR TFANE IR 9 F Toiel|

The trains — 26404/26403 and 26401/26402 — will operate on the Srinagar-Katra-
Srinagar route with a stop at Banihal.

2o — 26404/26403 31T 26401/26402 — SNTIR-FeT-ANTIR AT W A8 H sgUa &
Y TelalT|

Train 26404 will depart Srinagar at 8 a.m., stop at Banihal at 9.02 a.m., and reach
Katra at 10.58 a.m.

¢oT 26404 FaE 8 Fot ATIR I IaT=AT &1, 9:02 FoF Ffevgrer TE=9M 37K 10:58 T FHe
g

Return train 26403 will depart Katra at 2.55 p.m., reach Banihal at 4.40 p.m., and
Srinagar at 5.53 p.m.

TIET ¢oT 26403 2:55 Tt e A AT g1aiT, 4:40 a—sraﬁmrqgﬁ?ﬁaﬂt 5:53 got AT
g

These trains will run six days a week, with no service on Wednesdays.

¥ &of woeg & oF e Tl 3R qerar S dar ¢

After inaugurating the service, Modi will visit the Chenab Bridge deck at 11 a.m.,
followed by a visit to Anji Khad Bridge.

{dT & 3cHCH el & G, mawﬂﬁﬁ?rmwa:%a:wa’mw Zhh d1G 3Tt

F 7"f 33 I &l GNT 3T
. The Chenab Bridge

riverbed, 35 metres higher

than the Eiffel Tower, and is
the world’s highest railway

arch bridge.

| el g At ae § 359 Hiex

a1 g, ST ATSHe elaT A 35
Hiex Fa &, 3R 75 gfovar &
Y 3T Yed T g &

The bridge is 1,315 metres long, can withstand winds of up to 260 kmph, and cost
1,486 crore to build.

Ig et 1,315 #HieT wfar g, 260 freft wfey o2 e 1 gar 1 wg Tehell § 3R sHeT foaTor
%1,486 3 7 g3 &

The Anji Khad Bridge is India’s first cable-stayed railway bridge, standing 331
metres above the riverbed and 725 metres long.

37Sit @33 G WA HT gl Hhaol-E¢ Yord Gl &, Sl o7y el & 331 Hex Fur g 31 725
HieT FaT 8
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o It features 96
high-tensile cables
and a 193-metre
inverted Y-shaped
pylon.

SHH 96 gTS-dereT
Haed 3R 193 #Hiex
9T 3ol Y TR FHT
TaA g

. Security has
been increased
across the USBRL,
especially on the
Katra-Baramulla

stretch and near the
Chenab bridge.

JUHEISRTA & X
AT, [AATHT FeT-
TR T3 3R A1
qel S T, &I a1

qrag gl

. Personnel
from the CRPF,
Army, Railway
Protection Force,
and Government
Railway Police are
involved in security
arrangements.

?ﬁaimhw T, mmmﬁ?mmqﬁw%ma@ﬂwﬁ?\m%l

e This is Modi’s first visit to Jammu and Kashmir since the Pahalgam terror attack.

TE TEENH AT g & G AN T FFA-FAR 7 Tgel1 SRT ¢

Page54

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Dassault Aviation ties up
with Tata for Rafale fighter
fuselage productlon in India

GS Paper |lI: Infrastructure

________________________

The Hinda Bureau
NEW DELHI

Dassault Aviation and Tata
Advanced Systems Limited
have signed four Produc-
tion Transfer Agreements
to manufacture the Rafale
fighter aircraft fuselage for
India and other global
markets.

Describing it as a signifi-
cant step forward in
strengthening the coun-
try’s aerospace manufac-
turing capabilities and sup-
porting global supply
chains, Dassault Aviation
said the facility represent-
ed a vital investment in In-
dia’s aerospace infrastruc-
ture and would serve as a
critical hub for high-preci-
sion manufacturing.

Under the agreement,
Tata Advanced Systems
will set up a production fa-
cility in Hyderabad for the
manufacture of key struc-
tural sections of Rafale, in-

The first fuselage sections are
likely to roll off the assembly
line in 2028. REUTERS

cluding the lateral shells of
the rear fuselage, the com-
plete rear section, the cen-
tral fuselage, and the front
section.

The first fuselage sec-
tions are likely to roll off
the assembly line in 2028,
with the facility expected
to deliver up to two com-
plete fuselages per month.

“For the first time, Ra-
fale fuselages will be pro-
duced outside France. This
is a decisive step in streng-

thening our supply chain
in India. Thanks to the ex-
pansion of our local partn-
ers, including TASL, one of
the major players in the In-
dian aerospace industry,
this supply chain will con-
tribute to the successful
ramp-up of the Rafale and,
with our support, will
meet our quality and com-
petitiveness require-
ments,” said Eric Trappier,
Chairman and Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEQ) of Das-
sault Aviation.

Sukaran Singh, CEO and
Managing Director, Tata
Advanced Systems Limit-
ed, said: “This partnership
marks a significant step in
India’s aerospace journey.
The production of the
complete Rafale fuselage in
India underscores the dee-
pening trust in Tata Ad-
vanced Systems’ capabili-
ties and the strength of our
collaboration with Das-
sault Aviation.”

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

+

Dassault Aviation
ties up with Tata for
Rafale fighter
fuselage production
in India

R A U e TA3TH
A & ag & [Ar
& fore gar vfavers
3R e # |EedY

Dassault Aviation and
Tata Advanced Systems
Limited have signed four
Production Transfer
Agreements to
manufacture the Rafale
fighter aircraft fuselage for
India and global markets.

a1 vfawere 31 e vEaies
Rrerw fafdes & aRa 3
dRaF IR F faw Wb
a3t e & ug & fasor
e IR NSFAT TR
AT 9T gEATER e

o Dassault Aviation described this as a significant step in enhancing India’s aerospace
manufacturing and supporting global supply chains.

T TRATRIST o 58 AR T TIRIEIH AT §7HaT 1 HAsTae ot HX AR mqfet

MG T FEAIT &el T TG H Teh AGeaqor Fea T

o The facility will serve as a critical hub for high-precision manufacturing and marks a
vital investment in India's aerospace infrastructure.

Ig giawm sea-aReetdr fAATr & T v Agcaqut Fig & &7 A Hr Sl 3N aRaT F

IR &1 H Ageaqur fder &7 Fhe &l
o Tata Advanced Systems will set up a production facility in Hyderabad to manufacture

key structural sections of Rafale, including the lateral shells of the rear fuselage,
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complete rear section, central fuselage, and front section.

<TeT Usdies e getmere & Ueh Scates FiAuT T Y3, STl Athel & HET
FEATCHS HIEIT S0 NS & o3 & ad @, gof Ao s, 6 a3, 3R a5 #1 amr
T foraToT foRar e |

o The first fuselage sections are expected to roll off the line by 2028, with the plant
delivering up to two complete fuselages per month.

Uge U3 & A & 2028 TF IcUTesT YT Bl T 3AIG & HR TE FIIET g #Ae &Y I0T 43
oo T et Yt

o For the first time, Rafale fuselages will be produced outside France, strengthening the
supply chain in India, said Eric Trappier, CEO of Dassault Aviation.

TEell AR, Ahol o €5 WA & a6 A1V S0, foad 3R 7 3mqfet sj@ar #erd gran, v

gl AT vfauere & W3 e TR )

o Dassault highlighted that the expansion of local partners like TASL will help meet
quality and competitiveness standards in Rafale production.

o = gt fob eTer Skt Furer Fafart & Rrar & Ther fHAToT 7 aporamr siv

yfaeateaarar & ATl I QU F H FAag fFeah

e Sukaran Singh, CEO and MD of Tata Advanced Systems, stated that this partnership
marks a significant step in India’s aerospace journey.

<TeT UsaiEs fEesq & W3 3R eer feerdh ot e o e i I8 Arsiery 3
TR AT A U Ageaqul A ¢

e He added that producing the complete Rafale fuselage in India shows deep trust in
Tata’s capabilities and strong collaboration with Dassault.

3oglel T [ AR 3 qOT Wl 3 T FAATOT TTeT T STAATHT 9T g fearwr 3 gar &
T2 AT TEET Y g2
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Taking stock of COVID-19 vaccines

As cases rise in India, doctors across the board say that, at present. they see no need for a mass-vaccination drive; the ICMR has maintained that the new cases have mostly

GS P S&T
The Tilndt Bore

ver the past few weeks,

headlines around India and

Southeast Asia have centred

around a virus that the world
has wanted to forget: COVID-19. At first, an
uptick in cases in Hong Kong, Singapore
and other parts of the region caused
concern. Gradually though, India too,
witnessed a surge in cases, with numbers
as of Thursday standing at 4,866, and
fatalities at 51.

Doctors and experts have said time and
again that there is no reason to panic ~
spikes and dips in COVID-19 cases are
expected; the virus they say, is

i ing with other seasonal
infections and no major waves are
expected. Misinformation, in fact, is
harder to battle, they point out.

Residents however, are rai
questions about the COVID-19 vaccines: it
may be recalled that India launched the
world’s largest COVID-19 immunisation
drive in January 2021. To date, over 220
crore doses of vaccines have been
administered in the country as per the
Co-WIN dashboard. These were primarily
of the two vaccines available then,
AstraZeneca’s Covishield and Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin.

What is the vaccine si ion now?

there are no stocks at present, a
government official said, adding that the
government could direct manufacturers to
produce more stocks when necessary.
Most States, including Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and West Bengal, have no
stocks of the vaccine at present.

Variants driving the spike

As of now, the variants of COVID-19 doing
the rounds in India are descendants of the
Omicron variant, first reported in
November 2021. The emerging
sub-variants — NB.L.8.1 and LF.7 - that are
driving the current COVID surge are
descendants of JN.1, a sub-lineage of the
Omicron BA.2.86 variant.

In Kerala, for instance, a senior Health
Department official said: “Almost all of the
samples sent for whole genome
sequencing from the State have shown
that the circulating virus variant is LF.1,
one of the descendants of Omicron, the
immune evasiveness of which is quite well
known.” These sub-variants, doctors say,
are, so far, causing mild illnesses.

P. Senthur Nambi, senior

immune memory res s. This innate
immunity plus the vaccine-derived
immunity through good coverage of the
initial two doses means that most people
have strong hybrid immunity against
COVID-19,” a Kerala Health Department
official said, adding that the previous

les may not even be very effective
against the Omicron variants — they
would, however, offer protection against
serious forms of the disease.

‘Though two indigenously developed
nasal vaccines specifically
targeting Omicron variant from
Bharat Biotech and Indian
Immunologicals as well as
another indigenous mRNA >
vaccine for the same variant
were made available in the
Indian market, the uptake was
low, doctors said. Kiran Madala, a
Hyderabad- doctor, part of an
international group of genetic
epidemiologists under the COVID
Treatment Exchange Organisation, said
the current World Health Organization
ideli d vaccines primarily

Infectious Diseases, Apollo Hospitals,
Chennai, said that most of the COVID-19
patients he had seen so far have done
‘Most of them had only an upper
respiratory infection. Gone are the days
when COVID-19 affected the lungs causing
ia and hing difficulties.

Rajiv Bahl, Director General of the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the
country’s nodal scientific body, has said
there is absolutely no need to initiate mass
booster doses for COVID-19 vaccination at
present, and neither is there a direction
from the Central government for this.
Speaking about the rising number
of cases in India, Dr. Bahl,
however, noted that
individual doctors could
recommend booster
doses to patients on a
case-to-case basis,
depending on the needs
of individuals.

He further explained
that the need for mass
vaccination, while not felt at

present, could arise, with perhaps a
mutation in the virus or its spread. “For
that, India already has the capacity to
scale up production and provide for the
general public. We have done this before
and there is no need to panic,” he said,
reiterating that as of now there was no
need for individuals to rush in to get a
booster dos

Since vaccines used in 2021 and 2022
have now fallen into disuse and expired,

These patients were managed based on
their symptoms and most of them did not
require any COVID-specific antiviral
medications. Prior exposure to the
infection, the effects of the vaccines taken
or a combination of both factors with
vaccine-induced antibodies could be
playing a protective role,” he explained.
Cases this time around have mostly

been mild, the ICMR has maintained, with
reported i
common cold or seasonal flu. “The key
difference with these new strains,” said
Sujan Bardhan, consultant (TB & chest

iseases), Narayana Hospital, RN Tagore
Hospital, Kolkata, “is their speed, not their
severity. Hospitals are well-prepared and
the healthcare system remains under no
immediate strain. Nonetheless, the
importance of basic preventive measures
cannot be overstated.”

Are vaccines needed at present?
Doctors across the board say that at
present, they see no need for a
mass-vaccination drive.

“By the time Omicron ran its course,
almost all of our population had been
exposed to the virus. Even when this
antibody protection wanes, the long-term

for individuals above the age of 70 to 80;
those who are immunocompromised; and
patients with multiple comorbiditie:
Children, especially those aged two to six,
do not need vaccination unless they have
underlying health issues or are
immunosuppressed.

Dr. Nambi in Chennai said some
patients, those who have travel
obligations, have requested the vaccines,
but none are available at present. “But I
wish that there was an option of
vaccination, not for the general
population in large but for two subsets of
patient groups in whom the infection
could cause problems,” he said. The first
group of patients are those who have not
received any COVID-19 vaccine due to
various factors and had no COVID-19
infection in the past. So, they will neither
have natural immunity or vaccine-induced
immunity. Though a weakened virus, it
could cause complications such as

ia leading to hospitalisati
especially if they are over 65 years of age,
he said. The second subset of patients are
those with underlying comorbidities such
as heart ailments, Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary D with poor lung
function and immune-compromised
persons, including those who have
undergone organ transplants. “Other
coronaviruses such as the Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome did not last long,
but we are still talking about COVID since
the end of 2019. So, a vaccine will be
beneficial for these two groups of persons

in the long run from the public health
perspective. But this being a mutating
virus, we will need to modify the vaccines
on a regular basis,” Dr. Nambi observed.
T. Jacob John, retired professor of
clinical virology at Christian Medical
College, Vellore, also said that the elderly
and immunocompromised people needed
to be vaccinated again, irrespective of
whether they were fully vaccinated (two
doses and a booster) or had been exposed
to the virus earlier. “These people
are vulnerable even with mild
variants as their immune
systems are weak, and they
are at greater risk of
complications.”

State governments,
however, have taken a more
cautious stance: “Whether
vaccination is required or not
depends on many factors,” said T. S.
Selvavinayagam, T.N. Director of Public
Health and Preventive Medicine. “We
need to study the epidemiology of the
current cases before commenting on the
requirement for vaccination now.” Kerala
has said it was “not advocating for or
against COVID booster shots” because of
the lack of epidemiological data that
booster doses offered enhanced
protection against emerging
immune-evasive variants.

‘What next?

The Delhi High Court, earlier, directed the
Centre to submit a thorough status report
detailing its actions regarding the policy
for sample collection, collection centres,
and transportation of samples. It also
stressed urgency to finalise Standard
Operating Procedures.

While preparedness of health systems
remains crucial, doctors said that at
present everyone should focus on
sonal protection, with )
being given to vulnerable sections of the
population. As the virus continues to
adapt, so must we, Dr. Bardhan said.
Staying informed and following trusted
health sources, personal protection and
hygiene measures, avoiding crowded
places when possible or masking up,
refraining from going outdoors when ill
and maintaining a healthy, well-balanced
lifestyle could help navigate this phase
and any more to come.

(Compiled by Zubeda Hamid with inputs
from C. Maya in Kerala, Serena Josephine
M. in Chennai, Bindu Shajan Perappadan
in Delhi, Afshan Yasmeen in Bengaluru,
Shrabana Chatterjee in Kolkata and
Siddharth Kumar Singh in Hyderabad.)
(health@thehindu.co.in)

been mild with reported symptoms akin to those of the common cold or seasonal flu: experts stress on the need to practice personal hygiene

THE GIST

v

Doctors says spikes and dips in
COVID-19 cases are expected;
the virus they say, is
co-circulating with other
seasonal infections and no
major waves are expected.
Misinformation, in fact, is
harder to battle, they point out

v

As of now, the variants of
COVID-19 doing the rounds in
India are descendants of the
Omicron variant, first reported
in November 2021. The
emerging sub-variants —
NB.18.1and LE.7 — that are
driving the current COVID surge
are descendants of JN.1,a
sub-lineage of the Omicron
BA2.86 variant

v

While preparedness of health
systems remains crucial,
doctors said that at present
everyone should focus on
personal protection, with
special care being given to
vulnerable sections of the
population, including elderly
citizens, young children,
pregnant women and those
with immune-compromised
systems or chronic illnesses

For feedback and

s
for ‘Science, please
write to
science@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Daily
page’

Taking stock of COVID-19 vaccines
F1As-19 derdlar Fir Pufa i gtam

As COVID-19 cases rise in India, doctors say there is currently no need for a
mass-vaccination drive.

R H FIfas-19 A 7 gefr & i sfaei 1 Fgan ¢ & 50 w77 weffes Saraor
T A FE sraeaFHar A8 ¢

e The ICMR stated that most new cases have been mild, with symptoms similar to the
common cold or seasonal flu.

ITEHNTHIR & AR, TR AT ATHS oo I8 8, ToleTeh T&T0T WA |l a1 A
T S B
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Experts are stressing on the importance of personal hygiene.
3w SafFaera Faesar 5T [ W AR & | B

In recent weeks, Southeast Asia saw a rise in COVID-19 cases, starting with Hong
Kong and Singapore, eventually affecting India too.

&TeT 3 gl #, GTRIOT-qd TR 3 giareRiar 3R RIIR & o[ @1 aRa 3 off FfAs-19
AHA H g ST 1|

As of Thursday, India had reported 4,866 cases and 51 fatalities.

ITAR oI HRA # 4,866 ATHS 3N 51 Flef go7 1 78 |

Doctors and experts emphasize that spikes and dips in cases are expected and not
alarming.

Sige 3R TAATAT FT ATHAT & 6 AT # IAR-TST A & 3R Rar &1 FRor 181 §1
Misinformation remains a bigger challenge than the virus itself.
IoTd ATTHRY A" ﬁaﬁaﬁrgﬁ?ha;ﬁgé%‘l

India began the world’s largest COVID-19 vaccination drive in January 2021,
administering over 220 crore doses.

HRA o STeTadl 2021 A AT HT Fa 371 F1az-19 hrapor JfRAET Y ham, 5w 220
U3 & A" guEH 3|

The two primary vaccines used were Covishield (by AstraZeneca) and Covaxin (by
Bharat Biotech).

SH HTHATH H 9H7E &7 @ FifFefies (Teeraiiean) iR Frafaas (HR Sieen) i 3urer
foraT aram|

Current Vaccine Policy and Readiness

aaATe derdler sAifer 3 daiar

Rajiv Bahl, Director General of ICMR, stated there is no need for mass booster
doses at present.

Tei1T 98, ITEATAINR & AR = Fgl [ 5T THT TS TFET B H P

HTGRIFHdT TgT &
There is also no directive from the Central Government for mass vaccination
currently.

$H THY &g WHR H1 3§ Aefes daaor & faw w15 Ader a8 g

However, individual doctors may recommend boosters on a case-to-case basis.
gTelifeh, SATFTa STaex SATFaare IMTRTHAT F IMUR I TFT Sror Y AR T Tehed
gl

Dr. Bahl noted that the need for mass vaccination may arise if there is a virus
mutation or wider spread.

ST, gl o g fo afe arRe # FgEAe a1 asht & $ara giar ¢ o Aeyfesd Saraor A
JTERIAHAT g Hehell B
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e He assured that India has the capacity to scale up vaccine production if required.
3egiel 3TRATHST f&aT {3 3TaeThdr IS W AR & ITH dFHT 3cUTSsT 93 Y &THAAT & |

e  Currently, vaccines from 2021 and 2022 have expired, and there are no stocks
available in most States.

fhergrer 2021 3T 2022 T et Weat 8Y Tehr & 3N 31TeHier Tt A F§ FhF 3T
el &

e A government official said manufacturers could be directed to produce more if
needed.

Teh TSR ATAHNT & gT 6 3MaeTHhdr s W AATansit #1 3caea & @Ader o s
aFa &

Variants Behind the Surge
geftr & N aRwew

e The variants currently circulating are descendants of Omicron, reported first in
November 2021.

FIAA & 3 IR et | &, T MRS & ga &, I ggelt IR RuE Agaw 2021 7
gs ol

e The key sub-variants driving the surge are NB.1.8.1 and LF.7, which are sub-lineages
of JN.1, itself a sub-lineage of Omicron BA.2.86.

$H et & Ul &g §a-aRUeH NB.1.8.1 3R LF.7 €, ST JN.1 & 39-aRue &, st &
ITAFTT BA.2.86 FT 39-aRTe T

¢ In Kerala, whole genome sequencing has shown the circulating virus is largely LF.1,
known for its immune evasiveness.

Fel H AYOT S ThHOT & Tl Tell & foh arRH 1 9@ aRTe LF.1 &, S 39el
9T Jorrell & a9 fAsherst Y e7ddT & forw ST ST &1

Clinical Observations and Precautions

RfFcahIT raaiF 3R graafaar

e According to Dr. P. Senthur Nambi (Apollo Hospitals, Chennai), most patients have
only had upper respiratory infections.

ST, oY, AYT AT (3T 3T, VoeTS) o ITHR, TR HIYSIT T charel FUL T
HHHT G &

e Gone are the days of COVID-19 causing pneumonia and breathing difficulty, he
said.

3egiat et foh fraforar 3w i awellw arel HIfas Al & R T T T IH 8|

e Most patients recovered without the use of specific antiviral drugs, being treated
symptomatically.
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3TTARIer AT @ fafRrse TharRe garsit & a1, Fac J&Ivl & TR 9T ST X 3
fopaT I

Prior infection exposure and vaccine-induced antibodies might be providing
protective effects.

Ugo ST HHAT FY SATTHRT 3R dFdller F IcTeeT TErarSer THId: &I YSIT FT @ &

ICMR reaffirmed that most current cases are mild, with symptoms similar to a cold or
seasonal flu.

IMSETHAIR o ST o TAATA & AR AHANA §o ¢, Totetel WAl AT A o] A
TARTOT & |

Dr. Sujan Bardhan (Narayana Hospital, Kolkata) stated that the new strains spread
faster, but are not more severe.

ST, oot T (ARTIVT 3T, FHleaehlaln) o gl foh AT IR dit & Hea €, afre
arer R At §1

Hospitals are well-prepared, and the healthcare system is under no immediate
stress.

3T Y TE IR ¢ 3R Ty qorrel W $1E dehel a9 81 ¢ |
Experts advise that basic preventive measures remain essential.
T o7 Gorra & o FeTe[e TeTT 3T 379 3T AT IITF ¢ |

Need for Targeted COVID-19 Vaccination
FIfas-19 & forw afera mraIor Y raegshdr

Dr. Nambi in Chennai said that some patients with travel obligations had requested
vaccines, but none are currently available.

Ae<T$ & ST A o T o6 & AT FATehT AT Y qTeqar §, 3511 et 1 AT 4,
AfFT THATT & F1E 1 3T AL & |

He added that vaccination should be an option for two specific patient groups, not for
the general population.

3egiel T foh Srehreheor 1 aY e wrlier wogl & forw Rsvew & w7 F sueey g wifev,
AT FTAHEAT & TIT 78T |

The first group includes patients who never received a COVID-19 vaccine and have
never been infected with the virus.

gl HHE 3e1 e &1 & Foleg it Hafl H1fAs-19 dorefier 781 off 3R ot wopfdra a1di go
These people lack both natural immunity and vaccine-induced immunity, which

increases the risk of complications like pneumonia and hospitalisation, especially if
they are above 65 years.

ST ollalt o U1 o Wighfae Gfaat & 31X o € €& @ 3euesr ufawet, oraw 3¢ @A
St Stfeeranait 3R sredarer 7 vl gt BT TR Bl €, W i J 65 a¥ & Jfarw Iy
FEl
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e The second group includes people with comorbidities such as heart disease,
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), or those who are
immunocompromised, including organ transplant recipients.

gAY WHE A 9 oleT ATt § Foied &6 AT, Hifass sifewefdea gealart f33fisr (COPD)
oI wg-fenRat € a1 S srgeAlEFNATEes €, oI 3 37T yearigor #ame are A

e He noted that while other coronaviruses like MERS faded quickly, COVID-19 has
remained since late 2019, making long-term vaccination important for these groups.

3ogisl 91T foh MERS 3R 310 FRI|TETEIRE STeg! T &l 910, oifhed Fifas-19 aa &
HISlE § 519 & g 2019 & 37T # YT g3, FT7H 37 TgT & fow Qreipifore Seprentor
HEcAqUT ST B |

¢ However, he said, since the virus keeps mutating, vaccines will need to be regularly
modified.

ARt 3gial gl foh Tfeh aIRIH SR FILT &1 ¥&T &, SAfa &rnl ol afAa s o @
HYST AT I3

Expert View from CMC Vellore
Hread dear & faerwsr Fr

e T.Jacob John, retired professor of clinical virology, said that the elderly and
immunocompromised must be vaccinated again, even if they had two doses and a
booster or had prior virus exposure.

8. S ST, Frarfarder arRiatsh & Qarfaga MFaR, o Fa1 i gopait 3 FASR gfawan
SoTTelt arel et &1 6T & ErehT ST AR, =g 3¢ Ug el & ST AR qFeX AT T gr ar
UEo WA BT T BT

e These people are vulnerable, even to mild variants, because of their weak immune
systems, and are at higher risk of complications.

A olleT FHAR ARUTH o IRTAT § 1T 37ehr wfaram yomelt FAaAR g1l &, 31} 3¢
Ffeaanst w1 s ga giar |

State Government Caution

T IHRY Y Tdhdl

o State governments are being cautious, saying vaccination needs depend on multiple
factors.

T TN Headh AT 39T TET & 3R &g T & Toh Shraor 1 3TaedehdT #§ R W
s Fr g1

e T.S. Selvavinayagam, Director of Public Health and Preventive Medicine, Tamil
Nadu, said they need to study current case epidemiology before deciding on vaccine
requirements.
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&1, vH. Qoafdare#, affiesg & Ardsrtas ey AR Fare R Beas, o #a
o TAATT ATHT & AGTARY fAATT T 3reTTT T ST &, T Seprenor oz Aoty forr

ST T gl

o Kerala stated it is neither advocating for nor against COVID booster doses due to a
lack of data proving additional protection against new immune-evasive variants.

e o gl T 9 FfAs TFT 31 & vaT A7 faver & 18 § ifen 18 wioRamr-awen &
arelt et & e arfaRerd et 1 st 3uersy wdi &

What next?
3T FI1?

o The Delhi High Court earlier directed the Centre to submit a status report detailing
sample collection policy, collection centres, and sample transportation plans.

el 818 € 77 Tgel g TER 1 g e o ag aasen wargor A, gagor Fat 3
T F Rae 1 faega fPufa Re seqa =

e The court stressed the urgency of finalising Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs).
3TETeId o AT AT TIhAT3T (SOPs) I 3ifaa TG ot T dcehTel IMALIHAT T IR
fe=m

¢« While health system preparedness is crucial, doctors emphasize personal
protection, especially for vulnerable groups.

ST8T Ueh 3 FaTELT FOTTelt 1 TR I Hgeaqol AT a7 8, TET STehed safFaara geat
W IR & IE 8, TR AN qalt oh [oIT|

e Dr. Bardhan advised that people must adapt as the virus evolves, focusing on trusted
information, hygiene, avoiding crowds, masking, staying home when ill, and
maintaining a healthy lifestyle.

SeFe I o olTg &f foh ST-S1 T aRRY Teoldl &, 38-3F A9 a1 37 ARSI HT
TIfgT 3R Aawsig SR, Taoodr, iz § T99, AR 9gaeT, fIAR g 9T a3 & TE
3R Fary shaadtel sa1T TW@aT InfRu|
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Questions and Answers to the
previous month’s quiz:

1. What is the scientific name of
the HIN1 virus? Ans: Influenza A
virus (H1N1 subtype) 2. What is
the primary mode of transmission
of the H1N1 virus? Ans: Airborne
droplets 3. HIN1 primarily affects
only humans and does not spread
among animals. True or False ?
Ans: False 4. How can you
prevent the spread of HIN1 ?
Mention three important
measures. Ans: To prevent the
spread of H1IN1,measures
include frequent handwashing,
practicing good respiratory
hygiene, and getting

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

vaccinated against influenza.
5. Many HIN1 influenza
pandemics have occurred over
the years. Ans: There have been
three H1N1 influenza
pandemics 6. HIN1 stands for
Hemagglutinin (H) -- that makes
the virus attach to host cells and
___, that makes the virus
spread. Ans: Neuraminidase

7. Does the flu vaccine provide
lifetime immunity against HIN1?
Ans: No 8. Which vaccine
provides protection against the
H1N1 virus? Ans: The seasonal
flu vaccine 9. Is HIN1 still a
threat today? Ans: Yes

Key Facts about H1N1
Virus

HIN1 SRR F IR A
HgeaqUl T2

o The scientific name of the
H1N1 virus is Influenza A virus
(H1N1 subtype).

H1N1 arRE FT dfas a1
FFUSIT A aRRH (H1N1 399FR) B
o The primary mode of

transmission of the H1N1 virus is
through airborne droplets.

H1N1 ST T F{&T FEOT et
ga1 A et g8 & ATIA F AT B

e H1N1 primarily affects humans, but it can also spread among animals. Hence, the
statement that it does not spread among animals is False.

H1N1 AT FJSAT I GHTTAT LTl ©, olfehet Tg STera’t 7 off et ¥ 8, safav 75
gt [ Ig SAera’t & wgt $herar ¢, Td B

e To prevent the spread of H1N1, three important measures include: frequent
handwashing, practicing good respiratory hygiene, and getting vaccinated against

influenza.

H1N1 & Selra it At & fIT cliet HgeaquT 3UTY ¢ IR-aR Ty 41T, Wi & 3 3r<a
TISAT FATT T@AT, R FeFTSNT F TBeTh ErH1aHTor FI0T|

e There have been three H1N1 influenza pandemics over the years.
ast & e IR H1N1 FeFe TSI AFEARY 81 bl & |

e H1N1 stands for Hemagglutinin (H) — which helps the virus attach to host cells, and
Neuraminidase (N) — which helps the virus spread.

HIN1 3 H %1 379 § gvqRfae, St e &1 Asrare FifRrest & 5 7 #Aeg FaT e,
31 N &1 39 § =ifafasy, St arrd &t et 7 A Har g

e The flu vaccine does not provide lifetime immunity against H1N1.

wo dFHeT HIN1 & e ammsfiast sfaweat a8t &t

o The seasonal flu vaccine provides protection against the H1N1 virus.

Fterat vref i, HIN1 aRE & FRaT e et 51

H1N1 is still a threat today.

H1N1msﬁwmw§m%|
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Should India amend its nuclear energy laws?

| PARLE'

iscussions are ongoing in India to
amend the nuclear liability
framework, regulated by the Civil

Liability for Nuclear Damages Act
(CLNDA), 2010, and the Atomic Energy Act
(AEA), 1962, to allow private companies to build
and operate nuclear energy-generation facilities.
This move is part of a broader strategy to
expand India’s nuclear energy capacity from the
current 8 GW to 100 GW by 2047, aligning with
the country’s clean energy goals. Should India
amend its nuclear energy laws? Ashley Tellis and
D. Raghunandan discuss the question in a
conversation moderated by Kunal Shankar.
Edited excerpts:

Do you support the proposed amendments
to India’s nuclear energy laws?

Ashley Tellis: If India for itself a goal of
expanding nuclear energy, it cannot reach that
goal without expanding its domestic capacity. If
we are talking of a timeline that is, say, 20 years,
we must supplement those indigenous
capabilities with foreign participation. This is
where there is a roadblock. Current Indian law
prevents foreign participation. The imagined
future when we negotiated the U.S.-India civil
nuclear deal in 2008 was that foreign companies
would participate in India’s nuclear renaissance.
‘That dream has been frustrated by the legal
evolution in the liability regime in India since
2000. So I would cheer the Prime Minister on,
with respect to getting these amendments done.

D. Raghunandan: The idea of amending the
law to attract foreign investment to expand
nuclear power generation capacity in India is
based on two flawed arguments or assumptions.
‘The first is that the roadblock to expansion of
nuclear power is one of investment. The second
is that no major nuclear supplier country has
shown domestic capacity expansion at the rate
at which we assume India will expand. We have
not seen that happen in the U.S. or France.
Britain does not have much capacity anyway;
Japan is on a slow track. Only China, perhaps,
has the capacity to expand at scale and 1 don’t
see major Chinese investment coming into India.
So even if we assume that changes are made
to the Indian legal framework, will that really
enable fresh investments to come in, especially
from the U.S.? There is no comparable U.S.
trend of expansion of nuclear energy to show
that any major American company or
corporation has that kind of capacity.
Westinghouse has filed for bankruptcy and is
owned by a Canadian company. Neither France
nor Russia has asked for a change in Indian law.

Aview of the Kudankulam nuclear power plant in Tamil Nadu. N. RJESH

This seems to be a purely American problem.
The regulatory and legal framework in India is
not a major obstacle here at all. Investments will
come if the investor thinks he will get returns.

On the issue of liability... investing and not
taking liability leaves open the suspicion that
you want to come in and leave everything else to
the operator and the host country. In 2012,
when the UPA government proposed to amend
the nuclear liability laws, it was the NDA that
had objected on the grounds that a
multinational was being allowed to get away
with liability, citing the Bhopal gas tragedy.

AT: The Indian nuclear liability law is a genuine
impediment to foreign participation in the
sector. Companies from France, Japan, and the
U.S. have said they cannot enter the market if
the current law stands. Russi: n interesting
case because Rosatom is a parastatal. Even
Rosatom refused to accept India’s liability law.
India indemnified Rosatom through a
contractual agreement reached in 2008 before
the liability law was passed. After 2010, that is
not an option 4 le to the government
because to indemnify through a private contract
would violate parliamentary intention. This law
affects Indian industry as well. The
of Atomic Energy (DEA) had NPCIL (Nuclear
Corporation of India Ltd) indemnify
Indian private suppliers through contractual
agreements. The problem started at Kovvada;
after the civil liability legislation was passed,
domestic suppliers refused to supply
components. So NPCIL, through contractual
agreements, waived liability using a rationale
that if there is a failure in components made to
their specifications, it is i
that is suspect and never tested in court. Raghu
he U.S. is driving this pressure, partly
ind economic reasons. If we want
foreign participation, we have to amend the law.
Regarding supply-side capacity, whether we
have it now is suspect. But this investment in

‘The Indian nuclez
impediment to for
sector

ASHLEY TELLIS

reign participation in the

lnd

over a long horizon. Western nuclear
are responsive to market signals and
vnl! hmld up capacity if demand presents itself.

One of the reservations with private
companies’ participation has been about
lcchnology uansfcr. pamcularly asthisis

no major foreign company invested or
transferred technology because it’s not in their
interest. So I am not convinced that new
futuristic technologies such as SMRs, which
India does not possess, will transform the
nuclear energy landscape if they come to India.
Thu argument often comes down to making

ler 200 MW or even 60- 70 MW reactors
ead of 500 MW ones. I I
earmarked money for five small reactos
on the pressurised heavy water cycle that it
familiar with. The question is attracting
investment to scale this up.

Dr. Tellis, considering India is a developing
country with other commitments, for these

space with
security visks, Even if ndia were toamend
the AEA, would the level of technology
transfer that took place under agreements in
the past between Russia and India take place
in future? Particularly in the case of the
Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) that appear
to be gaining ground as a safer alternative to
large nuclear reactors?

AT: This is a commercial question. If your
suppliers are private entities, their technology
transfer decisions will be based on profitability.
Governments don't have powers to force a
private entity to transfer technology. The U.S.
will have a role through its licensing process for

newer iers, would it not be fair to
seek compensation [if things go wrong]
because it’s an untested technology?

(0, 1 don't think so. The Convention on
entary Compensation (CSC) is an
international effort to create an environment
conducive for expanding nuclear power
production and understanding its inherent risks.
The CSC's purpose in a nuclear accident is not to
litigate who is responsible, but to rush

compensation to those affected. It has three key
principles: first, all liability is channeled to the
operator. Second, a pre-accident fund is created

ered fund). Third,
's through

(the Convention has a three-
supplier liability is permitted

what technology (r.lml is pv,rmmud For contract or if there are issues of wl]ful
example, the to ; there isn’t an o principle
transfer cert: actor design technologies to of supplier liability because of the fear of

, a decision Westinghouse probably rues
because the API000 leclmulogy was cloned by
the Chinese. My expectation is that India will
seek technology transfer and will probably get
some, consistent with company profitability and
what the government will want to protect
for national security or proliferation reasons.
Even Rosatom has not done a complete transfer
of VVER-1000 technology to India; they have
allowed India to build sub-components but
maintain proprietary control over many

elements, especially in the hot section, related
10 advanced materials and chemistry. This will
not be a showstopper. Newer companies
involved in SMRs are actually more enthusiastic
about technology transfer than old major
because it is an economic decision to access the
market, get economies of scale, and increase
profit. This will not be a serious problem. The
bigger problems are high capital costs and how
much money will India be able to invest.

DR: A lot of this debate is based on
hypotheticals and we cannot frame policies
based on those. For 15 years, India has been
chasing technology transfer and investment in
defence, increasing FDI from 25% to 100%, yet

Should India amend its nuclear energy laws?

FAT HRA T I ATHDRT FAT FTefeil A GAIT FIAT AMMRT?

Discussions are ongoing in India to amend the nuclear liability framework,

regulated by the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damages Act (CLNDA), 2010, and the
Atomic Energy Act (AEA), 1962, to allow private companies to build and operate
nuclear energy-generation facilities.

R & AR S1f¥cT e & waersT W ==t oo @) 8, oY Rfae et viw
AT 3AST TaE (CLNDA), 2010 3R weifis uersit vae (AEA), 1962 ZarT fafaa g,
arf fasht Safart Y AT ST Scuree GRuTT sara 3R garfaa Fa i segafa

e g
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litigation delays. This model assumes an
environment with adequate design review and a
neutral regulatory authority not linked to the
operator or supplier.

If a real nuclear accident occurs, the
sovereign on whose territory it occurs is the
ultimate guarantor of protection. The question

was how to create a regime allowing them to
pick from a readily available pool of money,
hence the insurance pool systems. Regarding
SMRs, the problem is not design immaturit,
Many SMRs have very advanced passive des
The real problem SMRs will face is economi
capital costs are still extremely high. We don’t
know if the SMR cost will be disproportionately
smaller. A big assumption with SMRs is that they
will be manufactured through an assembly line
process in a factory and components
transported and assembled on site. | have
greater faith in the SMR technology than in the
assembly hne model of manufacturing just yet.
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e This move is part of a broader strategy to expand India’s nuclear energy capacity from
the current 8 GW to 100 GW by 2047, aligning with the country’s clean energy goals.

g FeH AR T ANTRDPIT FAT 8THAT T ITHTT 8 GW & TeThT 2047 d 100 GW et
T eAT9eh U T fFEAT 8, ST 3 o Feo Fatl oT&dl & He]eq ¢ |

¢ Ashley Tellis and D. Raghunandan discuss whether India should amend its nuclear
energy laws in a conversation moderated by Kunal Shankar.

312l 2fere 3R 31, Teeee o FHUTTeT AT & HEITYAT & = T foh F1 7R T 37T
AT Foil Slefall H HAMT LT TRV

Support for proposed amendments /
yEarad aeneEt F1 gA@dT

o Ashley Tellis says if India wants to expand nuclear energy, it must increase its
domestic capacity and supplement it with foreign participation within a timeline of
about 20 years.

37eer SFore et & 3 3R $TRA 39T MTRPT Falt T T e §, A 3 379 B
STHAT TSI BIaTT 3R S STeroar 20 Tt o iR eeft smafary & |y o1 X gam|

e Current Indian law prevents foreign participation. The U.S.-India civil nuclear deal of
2008 imagined foreign companies participating in India’s nuclear growth, but this has
been blocked by changes in the liability regime since 2000.

TIHTT IR hiofet fagelt strafierY a0l Aehcll &1 2008 F F, TH. -8R ATTRS YIHTI]
FHESAIS & ol Hufaat o 9Ra & AfRERT g &7 A1eT o &Y svegar 2, sifeheT 2000
& 91 ¥ gIfeT c9a¥ AT # Ieadl o 38 Haecy Y G 8l

e Ashley supports the Prime Minister’'s efforts to get these amendments done.

372 TITTHAT & TATAT T AT Fid & o5 I garere o Se|

Opposition and concerns

faer 3ilx RaTe

o D. Raghunandan argues that amending the law to attract foreign investment is based
on two flawed assumptions: that investment is the main roadblock, and that other
nuclear countries have expanded at India’'s assumed rate.

SY. Tgwice &l deh ¢ o fagelt fraer 3menf¥e snet o ToIT alofet & FRTereT &F aTeley Rom3i
o) MR §: o e e aren g, 3R o 37 AfHhg 27 7Rl &l 3fefATIAT T &
R T g+ B

e The U.S., France, Japan, and Britain have not shown the rapid expansion India expects.
China might have capacity, but major Chinese investment in India is unlikely.
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.U, I, STTe, 3R feet & TR SIEl Aol @ faedr w1gT foha g1 et & ore avaam gt
Tehell &, efehed HRA H I3 el felder T FHTAT HA B

o Even if India changes its laws, fresh investments from the U.S. may not come because
American companies lack comparable capacity; for example, Westinghouse filed for
bankruptcy and is now owned by a Canadian company.

HRT 39T hlefel ol 3 of, dl TARDT shufarat & AT fovaer dhr HHTa=T e & Fifeh 3T
UTH olei1a &THAT 5161 &; a6Vl & foiv, ARe&argraw fearferar g1 arar 3R 37 aArsrs e
& FaTffca A g

o France and Russia have not asked for changes in Indian law; this is mainly an American
issue.

ST 3R & o HRAT FHlofel 7 Teolld 1 AT 61 1 §; T &I §q A AN HACATE |
e Liability concerns remain important. Investing without accepting liability creates
suspicion that investors want to shift risks to the host country.

aTilica & 81 RIATT HAgeaqol 8| &1fdcd Tdieh fohT e der el 58 2reh @l doTeln & foh
a2 ANRH S AT 32T T BT T8 &

e In 2012, the UPA government proposed amending the liability laws, but the NDA
objected, citing fears based on the Bhopal gas tragedy.

2012 #, JNT TR & ST Hiseil H HAET T TEATd TG AT, wAfehol TAST o Hdrer
3 Ty F 3R WX I SaE A

Current legal and industrial issues

qAAT FTefet R e 7o

e Ashley says the Indian nuclear liability law genuinely hinders foreign participation.
Companies from France, Japan, and the U.S. have said they cannot enter the market if
the current law remains.

371Y FEd § o R TR a1fliea Fefe areaa # Rgelt smefigrdY 7 arer srerar €1
ST, ST, 3R . UH. & hufordi g el & 1o TR ATHTST hiofel siell LT ol d SToTR H
STET 3TTaa |

e Russia’s Rosatom is a parastatal and refused to accept India’s liability law. India had to

indemnify Rosatom via a contract before the law was passed in 2010. After that,
indemnity through private contracts is not allowed as it violates parliamentary intent.

& T QATEH Teh WEETd HUell § R 38 7R & aTfAcd Hiefst bl ThR AT fhaT|
HI T 2010 & Hlofel ¥ TGl Teh 3Tl o el JATeis i arfaqfet ¢l ugr Y| sHeh a1
TSl 3reTareil & effagfcl o1 HHe & 306 & el B

e The law affects Indian industry as well. The Department of Atomic Energy (DEA) had
NPCIL indemnify Indian private suppliers contractually, but after the civil liability law,
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suppliers at Kovvada refused to supply components.

TG TofeT AR 3T T $11 FeITAT Xl | IRATY] Saft TaHET (DEA) 3 NPCIL &
ATEIH W ARAT FAslt 3mqfcterciai st sreqafera &0 & arfaqfc s o, aferer i
eTiicd hlefet o aTe; shiearsT H 3MYfciendi3il o Jof TTATS el & SR AT e

o NPCIL waived liability on the basis that if components fail to meet specifications, it is
NPCIL’s fault—a logic never tested in court.

NPCIL =¥ Ig g1fca A% Y &7 foh 3R gof 3a7ehr fafrseaait & 3rgar 3rawhel g1 &

g NPCIL &Y ITeTdt §—3Jg deh i) 37eTeld H el 93T ram|

e Raghunandan is right that the pressure to amend the law mainly comes from the U.S.,
driven by political and economic reasons.

TG TET § [ SoeT TR FHT GalTd 7T T F Tofeiiiaian AR 3R FRT & Z.ow. &
TR
e To allow foreign participation, India has to amend the law.

fare=l a1meliery T 3rgAT o & foT HIe Y Siefet F G ST glaT |

Supply-side capacity and investment horizon

Fmqfet wat r avear 3 fAder i aafer

o Whether India currently has sufficient nuclear supply-side capacity is doubtful, but
investment in India is planned over a long horizon.

Ig A & Toh T TR & UTH TctATe H gATee AT Jrqfef avera &, offehet R #
forder frdemfae drteT & dga &

o Western nuclear suppliers respond to market signals and will build capacity if demand
arises.

afRe#T iR 3Tqfdehd! TR Fahat o Sfafsar &d 8 3 afe A g1t § o & &7Aar
T TATOT HIT|

Technology Transfer and Security Concerns in Nuclear Sector

qIATY] &1 # HleZfArehy gwdieor 3T gean wah fRiame

e One of the major reservations about private companies participating in the nuclear
sector has been the issue of technology transfer, particularly because this is
considered a strategic sector involving national security risks. Even if India amends
the Atomic Energy Act (AEA), there is uncertainty whether the level of technology
transfer witnessed in earlier agreements like those between India and Russia would
continue. A key area of concern is the rise of Small Modular Reactors (SMRs), which
are being positioned as a safer alternative to large-scale reactors.

TATO] 817 3 S dhufaat i smafiery F da v T Riar steafaih gwaiawor £ @
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el €1 TR GRATY] att HfafaasT (AEA) # deiverst &Y, I8 AT #8 ¢ 7o gt Sig, 5
fop 8T 3R T & STy gU TSl &1 g3 AT, 32 TR 1 T geclicRor sifasar 1 ofr
gaTT | Ueh [ f=idr o1 fawr § wter ATgge Ruaed (SMRs) 1 33T, oo 93 Ruaret
T Jefell H Teh FIAIT fasved & &7 A S@1 ST @1 8|

Commercial Nature of Technology Transfer

Yl A gEareRoT FT SAaETRE TR

According to experts, if the suppliers are private entities, their decisions around
technology transfer are based on profitability, not policy. Governments do not have
the power to compel private companies to transfer their proprietary technologies. For
instance, the United States controls technology transfer through a licensing regime,
mainly to protect national security and prevent nuclear proliferation. An example is
Westinghouse, which transferred reactor technology to China, only to find that their
AP1000 design was later cloned.

faeIvat & 37AR, afg 3mfciandr forsh aafer €, a sieafahT geaiawor & faokr
FATHYEAT IR TR 19T, o foh AAfd X | EXRY & 91 fASh Shafadl sl 3eTehl deheilen
BTN e & ToIT FSTaY Fer il ARFT LT Bl | 3ETeR0T o foIT, HYeFer T AR
e T GEATeROT &1 ATSH JoITelt & ATEIH § AR e & arfes wdr geam 3R
TIATY] JHR A 31 AT & 521 577 6 | Ueh 3eTe]0T & Af¥eargrsw, forae Her s Ruarex
deheileh &1 2T, AifSheT a1E 3 3T AP1000 f3Tsa shidt X forr ara|

In India’s case, even Rosatom, the Russian nuclear agency, has not fully transferred the
VVER-1000 technology. While India was allowed to manufacture some sub-
components, proprietary control over key aspects—especially involving advanced
materials and hot section chemistry—remains with Russia. However, this has not
become a showstopper in the collaboration. Interestingly, some of the newer SMR
companies are more open to sharing their technologies because they seek to enter
new markets, achieve economies of scale, and improve profit margins.

3T oh HTHC 3 81, Y TATU] T QWIETH = VVER-1000 Teheiteh b1 I e
GEATARA 16T T §1 1R T $© 3U-8eeHh Fallol 1 AT el &, Afehet Jeete wromaft
3R I T T S THE Teeal X F@ifdea fad=or & & urd € & grelifh, I8
AISERT & 1S FHIEE 76T 9=t ¢ | TIAT o1 g & % $© 7T SMR FARTAT cehotten T
el T N TR Sceh & Flfeh I T ASIRT H YA HAT A6 &, SedTet T Ferer
aTEd § 3R ot qeTer arga 2

The real hurdle remains the high capital investment required for such technology and
whether India can mobilize enough funding to adopt and scale these nuclear systems.
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aTEcIdeh ST 3731 811 o7 cTeheilenl & ToTT 3TaeTes 3©d Geit fvaer & 3R g o &Far s
qaTee faT S[eT WaHa oifeh S AT YOTTOIT hl 9T1T 3R SoraT S & |

Skepticism Based on Past Experience

o sreTemal & YR W 68

Some analysts argue that this entire debate is largely based on hypothetical
assumptions, which are a weak foundation for policymaking. Despite increasing FDI in
the defence sector from 25% to 100%, India did not witness any significant
technology transfer or major foreign investment. This past trend makes it unlikely
that futuristic technologies like SMRs will revolutionize India’s nuclear energy landscape
without additional safeguards or incentives.

Fo [ALCIehl T AT ¢ 7o Tg T T6H T g€ ceh HledTas AT T TR &, ST
AT FAATOT & fIT FASR TR g1 ol &7 AR = I&T &1 A THSIATS FF 25% T TThT
100% X e &, Aiferst Ageayqet wiea A sxaiavor ar a3t et der dus i =3¢t
forelr| 7E Mool 31ege7a Ig HHTAT el X STl & foh SMRs St srfsar iy aareltsh o1k &
TRATY] SoiT &1 Y TRl o3 deelld & Seof ool |

In fact, in its most recent budget, the Indian government allocated funds for five small
reactors using the pressurised heavy water reactor cycle, a model India already has
experience with. The real issue is not the technology but attracting enough investment
to scale up the implementation.

IrETd H, IR TSR & 3= gl §oic # Ui B RuaeR) & fov & 3mafed frar g,
ST YETSTS §4Y ateY Ruaret afre o 3maTRa § 3R fores 91Ra &1 95 & 3re797a &
3 Hegl cToheileh o161, dfeh 38 T3 T T AR e & [T qTed fader smwfda wwan
gl

Compensation and Liability Framework

3T AR aTfeT At sgaEy

The Convention on Supplementary Compensation (CSC) has been designed to
facilitate quick and fair compensation in the event of a nuclear accident, without
lengthy legal disputes over responsibility. The CSC is built on three key pillars: all
liability is channelled to the operator, a pre-accident fund is created via a three-tier
system, and supplier liability is permitted only in cases involving contractual terms or
wilful misconduct.

Y HITGAT Fodelel (CSC) HT 3H 3662 A T=A141 I § oh T S TRATV] gee=T g1 ar
et 31 forswat sp3mastt e @, ST @ Iefei 9ishaT &1 CSC et Tl Tl W
TR &: T G1feq 3IRET W Hd 1T &, T [d-GHEAT B3 Th AT JorTell &
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feufa & amygrar &

The convention assumes the presence of a neutral regulatory body that is not
influenced by either the operator or supplier. In the end, the sovereign nation where the
accident takes place is considered the ultimate guarantor.

T Hed 20T TG AT & o Toh Faaa foramres wwam Alsg greft 5 3ifavey ar 3mqfcedt &
et 1T g1t | 3icrar: fore Sor 3 gieatr gl 8, a8 Usdy wefam & &9 7 3ifasr foeaier
ATAT AT B

Economic Viability of SMRs
SMRs &I 3« saagrddr

While some people question whether SMRs are mature enough, experts believe that
the real issue is not design immaturity, as many SMRs feature advanced passive
safety systems. The bigger concern is their economic feasibility, given their still high
capital costs.

glelifeh S AT Yo ¢ Toh AT SMRs e TRuEd &, a1l o1 ATefalr § o 3raelt
FHET F3amseT # sraRaeraar 76 § ifeh g SMRs #H 3eetd fAfSwa gam yomelt g1ch &1
3l FRIAT 3o7hT AT SaagdaT ol oo ¢ Flich S7chl it amare 3rs oft agaT rfer &1

One optimistic assumption is that SMRs can be produced through factory assembly
lines, then transported and installed onsite, thereby reducing costs. However, this
assembly-line manufacturing model remains largely untested. There is more
confidence in the technology of SMRs than in the economics of mass manufacturing.

Teh 3TTRATETET ¢TROT IE & foh SMRs T $hard 3riaell ATSal o ATCIH I FATIT ST 3R
T 3¢ ATSE UX AT TATTA foham ST, foraa et s 8 hdlt| gTelifeh I8 rddel
AT fARTOT ATS 3137 o SATET 9@ AEH AT §| SMRs FY dohedleh T ol HTTAF ATseT
T JoeT 3 STeT AT |
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Is IBC an effective resolution tool?

Why was the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code introduced in 20162 Has IBC changed borrower behaviour and credit discipline? What are the key challenges

affecting IBC's effectiveness? What does the Bhushan Steel verdict mean for resolution certainty?

g8

EXPLAINER

Sanjay Vijayakumar

The story so far:
ore than eight years have
passed since the enactment
of India’s Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC).
According to data from the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBD),
creditors have realised ¥3.89 lakh crore
under the framework, with a recovery
rate of over 32.8% against admitted
claims.

Why was the IBC enacted?

India enacted the IBC, its first
comprehensive bankruptcy law, in 2016
to improve the overall corporate
insolvency resolution process. Shifting
control from debtors to creditors, the IBC
introduced a time-bound luti
mechanism to streamline bankruptcy
proceedings, reduce judicial delays, and
improve creditor recoveries. According to
current provisions, a maximum timeline
of 330 days is allowed to find a resolution
for a company admitted into the
insolvency resolution process. Otherwise,
the company goes into liquidation.

Is IBC a preferred route for debt
recovery?

As per the Reserve Bank of India report
on Trend and of Banking in India
released in December 2024, the IBC
emerged as the dominant recovery route,
accounting for 48% of all recoveries made
by banks in the Financial Year 2023-24.
The realisation under IBC is more than
170.1% as against the liquidation value.
Resolution plans, on average, are yielding
93.41% of the fair value of the Corporate
Debtors (CDs), IBBI said.

Further, 1,276 cases have been settled
through appeal, review, or settlement,
and 1,154 cases have been withdrawn
under section 12A. The Code has referred
2,758 companies for liquidation, as per
IBBI data. Nearly 10 companies are being
resolved against five going into
liquidation.

N

India enacted the IBC, its first comprehensive bankruptcy law, in 2016. GETTY IMAGES

Has IBC been an effective recovery
mechanism?

Akshat Khetan, Founder, AU Corporate
Advisory and Legal Services, pointed out
that IBC has changed the underlying
credit culture. As the Supreme Court once
observed, “the defaulter’s paradise is
lost” and the Code has created a credible
threat that ensures timely repayment.

On the recovery rate of 32.8%, Mr.
Khetan pointed out that it must be
interpreted in light of the distressed
nature of the assets that come into the IBC
process, often after years of erosion.

As the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal has rightly remarked
in one of its rulings, “IBC is not a recovery
mechanism; it is a resolution framework.”
Compared to legacy systems, where
recovery rates were often below 20% with
timelines extending into decades, a 32.8%
realisation is a leap forward, he said.

The provisions of the IBC have
prompted debtors to take early action in
distress situations, marking a shift in their
behaviour. National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) data show that 30,310
cases were settled prior to admission,
covering underlying defaults worth ¥13.78
lakh crore till December 2024.

A study by the Indian Institute of
Management, Bangalore, said IBC has
injected discipline in the credit allocation
process and has prompted borrowers to

adhere to stipulated payment schedules.
The gross non-performing assets of the
scheduled commercial banks have
declined from a peak of 11.2% in March
2018 to 2.8% in March 2024. A part of that
reduction is attributable to resolution
processes enabled under IBC, it said.

The study also indicated a 3%
reduction in the cost of debt for
distressed firms post-IBC, compared to
non-distressed firms, indicating an
improved credit environment for
distressed firms. The IBC has had a
positive impact on corporate governance,
reflected in the increased proportion of
independent directors on the boards of
companies resolved under the Code.

What are the major challenges?
In a recent report, India Ratings and
Research said that judicial delays and
post-resolution uncertainties continue to
affect confidence in the IBC framework.

Even when resolution applicants are
ready and the Committee of Creditors has
granted approval, delays at the NCLT
continue to push recovery timelines. In
several cases, such delays result in
extended litigation or failed
implementation, increasing the risk of
liquidation for a viable asset that requires
timely execution, it said.

The future insolvencies also raise
questions about the Code’s readiness to

handle non-traditional enterprise
defaults. While the IBC is legally broad
enough to accommodate various
resolution strategies, key commercial
elements such as intellectual property

of emp dues,

THE GI

v

The IBC, enacted in 2016,

and tech continuity require a clearer
treatment under the framework to make
it future-ready, India Ratings said.

To enhance its effectiveness, India
must invest in strengthening tribunal
infrastructure, allow for pre-packaged
insolvency, and establish jurisprudential
guardrails to protect bona fide commercial
decisions from post-resolution
uncertainty, Mr. Khetan said.

Does the SC verdict on Bhushan Steel
pose a challenge to IBC?

The recent developments in the Bhushan
Power and Steel Ltd. case have reignited
concerns around the finality of resolution
outcomes and the predictability of the
framework.

While the decision upholds compliance
standards, its timing and implications
highlight the need for judicial clarity and
faster adjudication to sustain investor
confidence in the process in the long
term, India Ratings said.

By questioning a transaction that had
been closed and operational for years, it
risks unsettling the core principle of
commercial certainty. If resolution
applicants fear judicial reversals even
after significant investment, they may
hesitate to bid, undermining the IBC's
very purpose. The Bhushan verdict thus
underscores the need for legal sanctity
once a resolution plan is approved and
implemented, Mr. Khetan said.

The IBC is not merely a piece of
economic legislation, it is the backbone of
India’s credit ecosystem. Its future lies in
striking a fine balance between judicial
oversight and economic pragmatism. As
India aspires to become a $5 trillion
economy, robust and predictable
insolvency mechanisms are
indispensable. The Code must remain
nimble, continually evolving to meet
emerging realities while ensuring that
commercial wisdom is not
second-guessed endlessly, he said.

Effectiveness of IBC as a Resolution Tool
Uh AT 39HI0T & & H IBC Y gomaeiierar

atime-bound
mechanism shifting control
from debtors to creditors, with
a330-day limit to resolve
insolvency cases.

v

It has changed the underlying
credit culture by injecting
discipline in credit allocation,
prompting early action by
borrowers, and reducing gross
NPAs from 11.2% (2018) to
2.8% (2024).

v

Despite rescuing companies
and emerging as the dominant
recovery route, the IBC faces
judicial delays, post-resolution
uncertainty, and concerns over
handling new-age business
models.

More than eight years have passed since the enactment of India’s Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC).

e # fearen sik Reanforamaer wfear (IBC) amey g 3me @ & it 8t g% &

e According to data from the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI), creditors
have realised ¥3.89 lakh crore under the framework, with a recovery rate of over 32.8%
against admitted claims.
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%3.89 AT FU3 T Tl 1 &, 3N A aral & FHehleel T X 32.8% & 3118 W B

Why was the IBC enacted?
IBC 3t Te], 3 aram r?

India enacted the IBC in 2016 as its first comprehensive bankruptcy law to improve
the corporate insolvency resolution process.

HR =¥ 2016 3 IBC oY 37911 Tgoll sqTde feaferaraer Fiefal & &9 & e fonar drfsh
hIde fedTelr HATETT FishaT T gci S=11aT ST Heh |

The Code shifted control from debtors to creditors, introduced a time-bound
resolution mechanism, reduced judicial delays, and improved creditor recoveries.

$H HfgdT o fAIF0T FT FogRT & AERT 6T 3N TR [haT, HATTEE FHTHT Hr
SATEAT &1, FATAH G 1 e 3R 3R AeTERY it ageh Fr Sga) F=rT|

According to current provisions, a maximum of 330 days is allowed to resolve a
company’s insolvency; otherwise, the company goes into liquidation.

THT VI & 3TAR, TRl shoelt T fearforarder wfshar s 330 @t & o got siat
FfAIRT & 39T U fafFasers & T S 1

Is IBC a preferred route for debt recovery?

FT IBC 0T aHell & T qwdier ATt 82

According to the RBI's 2024 report, IBC accounted for 48% of all bank recoveries in FY
2023-24, making it the dominant recovery route.

RBI Y 2024 T RU¥E & 3TAR, IBC & SIRT farer af 2023-24 # JohT ¥ el Tgell FT 48%
T&ea 3, TS as I8 9og@ agelt AT &t 9127

The recovery under IBC was more than 170.1% of the liquidation value.

IBC & cgcl agel fafFasers de3 &1 Jefell # 170.1% & 37780 7|

Resolution plans yielded 93.41% of the fair value of Corporate Debtors (CDs), as per
IBBI.

IBBI o 38R, AT ATSTATS o HIARE HolGRI T wATIHINT Hed HT 93.41% TgGT 7
fea

1,276 cases were settled through appeal, review, or settlement, and 1,154 cases were
withdrawn under Section 12A.

1,276 HATHAT ST UK 319, gﬂﬁmmaﬂaﬁasmmﬁgsmﬂﬂnmmm

12A & Tgd a19d fT 77|
A total of 2,758 companies have been referred for liquidation.

Fel 2,758 Hufadl &1 fafFasers & forw dom i &
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o Currently, around 10 companies are being resolved for every 5 going into liquidation.

TIAT H g 5 FTAAT & TAfFasSe & Heprael ST 10 FUfAAT ol AT foham ST T@T
gl

Has IBC been an effective recovery mechanism?
FT IBC T THTAT aelt o7 @1 872

o Akshat Khetan, founder of AU Corporate Advisory, stated that IBC has transformed
credit culture and created a credible threat that ensures timely repayment.

AU SHRUNT TSATgai! & HEATTS 378Td Wl of el f& IBC ¥ H0T H¥Fpia # agara orar
¢ 3R wHT W gHI GATREIT et & [T ven freawelia GerT 3cdest fham g

o The 32.8% recovery rate should be viewed in context of distressed assets that enter
IBC after years of erosion.

32.8% Y T & T 3oT Heheaed TRETIAT T geaeffa # S@r S Tifgw it asf &
&7 & &G IBC # 37T &

e As per NCLAT, IBC is not just a recovery tool but a resolution framework.
NCLAT & 3778, IBC &t ageil T 3Ush0T o1g1, sfceh Teh HATUTT ST & |

e Compared to earlier systems where recovery was often below 20% and took decades, a
32.8% recovery is a significant improvement.

agel & Yonerdl 7 ST a¥ell 3/eFaT 20% & A gl AT 31T S0 gerel oot &, a8l 32.8%
AR T TST GUR

Change in Borrower Behaviour and Credit Discipline
FIAGRI & TGN I F 0T HATHT A qGd

o IBC provisions have led to early action by debtors in distress.
IBC & U=l o Hohe H FHolGRT I STeg PGS el & Tl IR R gl

e NCLT data show that 30,310 cases were settled prior to admission, involving defaults
worth ¥13.78 lakh crore till December 2024.

NCLT & 31iehal o 318, fewax 2024 e 13.78 o1& 13 1 Bwhiee f & waiftra
30,310 AW JaU F Igel &1 FersT folw 7w

e According to an IIM Bangalore study, IBC has brought discipline in credit allocation and
improved repayment behaviour.

IIM SR & Ueh 3T & AR, IBC & 0T Hdee H IIRATHT o1 & 3R $yareirer
SIIER FH GURT 5 |

e Gross NPAs of scheduled commercial banks have fallen from 11.2% (March 2018) to
2.8% (March 2024), partly due to IBC-led resolutions.
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IR ATuIToaeh dehi T Hehol NPA, AT 2018 H 11.2% & TCehY AT 2024 7 2.8% &1

I &, TSIEehT T A IBC MR FHATUTH &Y Sl &

The study also found a 3% reduction in the cost of debt for distressed firms post-IBC.
3T H Ig Y 97 31T oF IBC o §T¢, Tehe e HTidl o TolU 30T ST | 3% Y H#AT
LRI

IBC has also positively influenced corporate governance, with more independent
directors on boards of resolved companies.

IBC & FRURE MGH T Y ThRIcHS T & FIfad fonar §, STgT T 6y 315 safaa
& 9IS # FTaad fAgerer Fr ge&ar s g

What does the Bhushan Steel verdict mean for resolution certainty?

YT T & et &1 gATYT Y AT 9T F41 T91a 937?

Though not detailed here, Bhushan Steel's successful resolution under IBC has set a
precedent that reinforces investor confidence and shows that resolution is
achievable, even for large defaulters.

glelifeh 8T TaEdR & AT IATT 1T, oifehe] ${YOT FEhel T IBC & gl Aol HATHTST Teh
fAraTer 91 TS g fAderst &1 feam serm 3R I8 g2t fF a3 Bwieett 1 off gaTensT
Ha g

Major Challenges Affecting IBC’s Effectiveness
IBC Y werraefierar FT yoTfad Fat arell Y@ galfaar

Judicial delays and post-resolution uncertainties continue to affect confidence in the
IBC framework.

1A% & 3R GFheq & a1g 1 FfARTIaIT IBC o # Aarg o1 gsiad axdr g

Even when resolution applicants are ready and the Committee of Creditors has
granted approval, delays at the NCLT extend recovery timelines.

&1 deh foh o9 WFhed ATdes IR 8l & 31X Rorarar AfAfa & #Aslr & & gl &, aa o
TAHITSE 7 G TN H TAIHAT Y T S ¥

In several cases, such delays lead to extended litigation or failed implementation,
increasing the risk of liquidation for otherwise viable assets.

S ATH 3, 3H YR AT &I oell FIeTell ASTS AT HAG FrATeadeT T HRUT Folcll g,
SO 3=gyr e gREgRAY & v ffFasers &1 @aw s Sar g

Future insolvencies raise questions about the Code’s readiness to handle non-
traditional enterprise defaults.

sifasy fr fearforamaa Reufaar sa #ig &1 IR-aRaRs Fafaat i Bwiee F ToTaa A
&THAT TR 92T 33T & |
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Although the IBC legally supports varied resolution strategies, it lacks clarity in areas
like intellectual property valuation, employee dues, and technology continuity.

gralifeh IBC &elsh &9 H fAffieet Hahew Torifaal &1 Gadet #dr 8, diferet sae sigfas
HYET HedThal, FHART F FHTC, 3R dsharht fAaRar S Feel T Tqsedr i Hell ¢

To improve its effectiveness, India needs to strengthen tribunal infrastructure, permit
pre-packaged insolvency, and set up legal safeguards for commercial decisions.

SHhT TR SgT & flT SR T TS FIAT Y Horql HT, Ta-fauiia
faforamaet 1 3re7Afa e, 31k arfOTiSars Tt i et & fore Fept aIRd warfta
AT AMRTI

Bhushan Steel Verdict and its Implications on IBC

37T T fAvhr 3T IBC 9T 58 g

The Bhushan Power and Steel Ltd. case has reignited concerns about the finality
and predictability of resolution outcomes.

$IOT UTeR U3 TN TATALS Aol Teohow TRUTAT 1 Jiforrar 3R qategaiaar i oo feidr
foRe & SaT @ &

Though the verdict upholds compliance standards, it shows the need for judicial
clarity and speedy decisions to maintain investor confidence.

glellleh I8 AU HeTUTeleT ATTHI T AT TG ©, oAfehol T ATAF FIveam iR it &
forotar & irarezrehalr i gl & arfer faderst 1 faeary war @

By reopening a transaction already closed and operational for years, the ruling may
threaten the commercial certainty principle.

Ue UHT oiet-3e ST Nt & o 8 T § 3R A ¥, 38 A & wies & aiforfSas AfRaaan
& TAgHTd W GT AST Tl 5

If resolution applicants fear judicial reversals even after major investments, they may
hesitate to bid, weakening the IBC’s core intent.

e oo 3Maceh! ol AR 3320 & a1 Y ~IRAF SAehT FT T oM, AT RAfR™egT = @
feafear @ehd 8, fSTad IBC &1 e 368 FHHSIN g1 ST |

The verdict highlights the need for legal sanctity once a resolution plan is approved
and implemented.

Ig AT 5 a1 R SR & § o veh IR W Attt Teligrar AR @y 8 S, A 3w
FTelel! TR gl =R T

IBC is not just an economic law; it is the backbone of India’s credit ecosystem.
IBC Shael Teh TRk Fleled 61 &; TE R T e yorrelt #r 3 &

As India aspires to be a $5 trillion economy, it needs a strong and predictable
insolvency system.

A & $5 Referaer srfegasar o & w6 & fav v worqe 3k qaigaa Rarferame
YOITelt 37TaRTeh & |
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e The Code must stay flexible, adapting to emerging challenges while ensuring that
commercial decisions are not repeatedly questioned.

T IS TR ST TgoAT AR, Fgelcl TRITATHAT o IR Seld T FE FATRAT HIAT
A1ig T fo aforfSaes faotat o aR-aw el &7 & s

V<
fi%

%

Unseen risks: Tech giants appear to operate in a realm where conventional constraints are less binding. REUTERS
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AT's unchecked ascent: How big tech is
outpacing the regulatory rulebook

Al experiences meteoric acceleration as tech giants refine models and deploy them despite mounting legal and regulatory challenges; privacy laws

John Xavier

rtificial intelligence is
experiencing a period of
meteoric acceleration. Scarcely
a week passes without fresh
demonstrations of its expanding
capabilities, as giants like OpenAl, Meta,
Google, Anthropic and Microsoft unveil
deeper integrations of their Al models,
each flaunting ever more advanced
_ capabilities.

These firms’ fortunes were built on
data, both scraped from the internet and
personal user details. This digital
information now serves as the lifeblood
for all the Al tools they deploy to the
general public as tiered products.

Some of these tech titans have faced
scrutiny over their data practices,
resulting in fines in certain instances and
changes in their behaviour in others.
They have been questioned by regulators,
courts, and the general public in several
major economies.

To understand the kind of data these
firms collect and the methods they use,
consider a 2020 class action lawsuit
brought against Google. In Brown et al vs
Google LLC, users alleged that the tech
giant was tracking them even when they
were browsing privately, using Google’s
“incognito” mode.

The users alleged that the tech giant
was tracking their data, including
shopping habits and other online hunts,
despite them choosing to browse
privately.

The search giant reached a settlement
in April, and lawyers of the plaintiffs
valued the accord as high as $7.8 billion.
While users will have to individually file
for damages, the company agreed to
delete troves of data from their records
following the settlement.

In another case, Google agreed to settle
a case brought against it by Texas

Attorney General Ken Paxton over
deceptive location tracking. The Silicon
Valley company agreed to pay $1.4 billion
for illegally tracking the location and
biometric details of users without
consent.

Google is not alone. Llama Al owner
Meta is another data guzzler. The social
media giant was accused of using the
biometric data of users illegally. The
company agreed to pay $1.4 billion and
sought to deepen its business in the state
of Texas.

The settlement route

Both Google and Meta have denied any
wrongdoing. This method of making
out-of-court settlements, coupled with
denying wrongdoing, only emboldens the
tech giants. By settling, these companies
avoid creating legal precedents that could
be used against them or the broader tech
industry in future cases. A definitive court
ruling against their data practices could
open the floodgates for similar lawsuits.

If Google and Meta’s legal woes are
largely concerned with user data,
OpenAl, the standard-bearer of AI's rapid
advance, finds itself contesting lawsuits
that probe the very foundations of its
training methodologies. Multiple
class-action suits accuse the company of
illicitly scraping vast quantities of
personal data from the internet without
consent to train its large language
models.

High-profile authors and media
organisations, including The New York
Times, have joined this legal fray, alleging
copyright infringement and claiming their
intellectual property was unlawfully used
to construct OpenAl's ChatGPT.

The copyright battles aren’t limited to
the U.S. Indian book publishers and their
international counterparts filed a
copyright lawsuit against OpenAl earlier
this year, while publisher Ziff Davis sued

OpenAl for copyright infringement in
April, adding to the web of high-stakes
copyright cases.

These cases starkly illuminate the
conflict between the Al industry’s
perceived hunger for limitless data and
established protections for personal
information and intellectual property.
Even as litigation mounts, OpenAl,
Google, and Meta’s Al development and
deployment continue, seemingly
undeterred.

Oblivious to these legal and regulatory
threats, tech giants appear to operate in a
realm where conventional constraints are
less binding. They not only continue to
enhance their Al models but also deploy
them with ever-greater velocity, even as
legal frameworks struggle to catch up or
even define the parameters of a race that
is already decisively underway.

The EU gold-standard tested
Perhaps, an answer could lie in
someplace across the Atlantic, where
Europe’s General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) represents a robust
attempt to tether data use to individual
rights. Penalties under GDPR can be
formidable, and the EU has been moving
beyond GDPR violations to broader digital
market competition issues.

Just this year, the EU fined Meta over
the company’s user consent policy, which
violated the bloc’s Digital Markets Act.

The EU’s scrutiny is not confined to
American firms. Complaints have also
targeted Chinese tech companies like
TikTok and SHEIN, with allegations of
unlawful data exports. While GDPR has
undeniably compelled companies to
adjust certain practices, the broader Al
industry, particularly builders of
foundational models, has continued its
global expansion with little apparent
deceleration. Moreover, the ultimate
efficacy of Europe’s direct Al regulation

remains an open question, with the EU’s
Al Act not slated for full implementation
until August 2025.

This dynamic is mirrored in other
significant economies. India, with its
Digital Personal Data Protection Act,
2023, is navigating this regulatory maze,
formalising a data protection regime. The
Act aims for a comprehensive framework,
balancing consent requirements with
provisions for future flexibility, thus
attempting a delicate calibration between
control and encouragement. India aims to
be both a regulator and an important Al
player.

China, too, has implemented stringent
data privacy rules that make it difficult for
foreign firms to transfer “significant data”.
While China is strict about data transfers
from its soil, the country has given Al
development paramount strategic
importance by support local firms to
harness latest advances in emerging
technologies. And as in the U.S., the firms
investing most heavily in Al are often
those with the largest data troves.

Thus, while courtrooms bustle and
regulators issue stern pronouncements,
Al giants forge ahead, relentlessly refining
models and deploying them at
remarkable speeds. Legal challenges,
however significant, often resemble the
wake behind a rapidly advancing ship
rather than a rudder steering its course. It
is abundantly clear that privacy laws and
regulatory frameworks are struggling to
keep pace.

The fundamental truth is that Big
Tech’s Al innovation cycle currently far
outstrips the slower, more deliberative
cadence of legal and ethical calibration. In
this race, user privacy and broader
societal guardrails risk becoming
afterthoughts — issues to be managed or
litigated post hoc, rather than
foundational principles guiding Al's
unchecked and transformative ascent.

Al's Unchecked Ascent: How Big Tech is Outpacing the
Regulatory Rulebook

Al T 35 fIFaR: @ 99 && Fufaar Famd st @ amr
fAFa W E
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Artificial intelligence is undergoing a meteoric acceleration, with tech giants like
OpenAl, Meta, Google, Anthropic, and Microsoft regularly unveiling advanced Al
models.

fEpRITe gfasiw & a1 3ikk g faa & w1 &, STl OpenAl, Meta, Google,
Anthropic 31X Microsoft St 78t ¢ Hufaar AafAa ¥ & vsaies Al ATS dfcg I
el

These Al tools are powered by data — both from the internet and user personal
information, and are being deployed as tiered products to the public.

I Al Tod geteie 321 3R 3uAerFaT it st Serert oX 3menid g ¢ 3R e e
WISFCH o § H Al hl ITTeY T AT o |

e Many of these firms have been under regulatory scrutiny, facing fines or being forced
to change their practices in several countries.

ST W &% HUAT ATHST ST & SR 7 IS § 3R F TR AT 3T 987 & AT
Afaat & sgama w1 g3 R
e Akey case was the 2020 class action lawsuit against Google, where users alleged

that the company tracked them in incognito mode, collecting data like shopping
habits.

2020 & Google ¥ f&TE T AHfEF HFEHT GrIX T a1, THaH STDNTHATHT =¥ IRT
TIMAT o YT of Geapliaetel Als 7 off 3T arfafaferat o ¢ fora, S fr @derdy
e |

e In April, Google agreed to a settlement that plaintiffs’ lawyers valued at up to $7.8
billion, and committed to deleting user data.

38er # Google o FAFANT & fIT FEATH SIS, fSHeh! AT TR 7.8 3R STer T
1S 1S, 3T FYAT ¥ IYANIHT 3T geT= T TeT [T

o Users will have to file individual claims to receive damages, but Google must erase
large amounts of collected data.

STARTRATHT HT gl & T AP grar AT 19T, ifehed Google & 93 YA W
THIAT 3T FI §TAT 1T

e In another case, Google agreed to pay $1.4 billion in a settlement with Texas
Attorney General Ken Paxton over deceptive location tracking.

Teh =g ATHA H, Google 7T Texas & 3Heldl ST=iel Ken Paxton & TTT FUTeT T
TS W 1.4 3R STel & T Fr ggafa &

e The case involved illegal tracking of location and biometric data of users without
consent.

5T ATHS H ITARTHATHT Y TIT 31T ITARF i) Fr 3rder e enfder an, s
Rt aregafer 3 1 1S o

e Meta, the owner of Llama Al, was similarly accused of using biometric data illegally
and also agreed to a $1.4 billion settlement.
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Llama Al T #A1fas 9t Meta TR 3 SRYATRF 3T F 3rder 3URNT &7 3RT 91 3R
381 ¢ 1.4 IR ST} & FHSAA I HY &

o Despite these settlements, companies continue expanding their Al ambitions, often
ahead of regulatory frameworks, risking user privacy and societal safeguards.

goT GHSNAT & FTAS[G, HUMAAT 390 Al HATHIETIHT T fAATHAPIT S= § 3T o STl &
%,m@mmﬁmwmwaﬁmmgm%l

e The rapid pace of Al's growth has left privacy laws and regulatory mechanisms
struggling to keep up, making them an afterthought rather than a guiding force.

Al & ISl 8 dgd faerd o aMuahiaer Fege1 3R e ol @ s o R g, Sea a
Teh H ARG T 5916 916 # At F7 w7 ao7cd o1 @ 2

The Settlement Route

oSt &1 TEAT

o Both Google and Meta have denied any wrongdoing, even while making out-of-court
settlements.

Google 3R Meta gi=iT ¥ [T ot IreTd H1F T TR fRAT §, Hol &7 3og 11 argd) ~ATR_AF
AN gl

e This combination of denial and settlement emboldens tech giants and helps them avoid
legal precedents.

SeTehR 3R THSIA T Tg TNoleT T3 & HUTAT Y A ATEH 7 § 3R 3 Freat
fAaTet & a9 AT L

o A definitive court ruling could create future legal risks, but settlements help avoid
such outcomes.

TS TS IraTerelt haar i 7 Fiege A U7 F TFaT ¢, Afehet TS T
qROTAT 8 F91d &

OpenAl and Data Scraping Lawsuits
OpenAl 3R ST &6 § 53 HHea

e Unlike Google and Meta, OpenAl is facing lawsuits questioning the core of its training
process, especially its data sourcing.

Google HX Meta & 37737, OpenAl 3T HeheAT Sl HTHAT &Y 16T ¢ Sl 3Hh Algel FTRALTOT
Y Iy wfHaT 3T 3T Wargor W HaTeT 3BT @ B |

o Multiple class-action lawsuits accuse OpenAl of illegally scraping large amounts of
personal data from the internet without consent.

&S AEfed AFHaA! A OpenAl T =T rgwfer & Seteie & a3t A A fsh Ser e &
3R ST 91T & |
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High-profile authors and media groups, including The New York Times, have accused
OpenAl of copyright infringement.

The New York Times ®fed % W@ owe 3R AfSAT Gaggh A OpenAl TR FHdRTSE
Seoltel T 3TRIT ST &

These entities claim that their intellectual property was unlawfully used to build
ChatGPT.

SoTohT &gall § foh 3eTeh! algfe HIET I ChatGPT Jallel 3 IaTefstt T ¥ 3T foma
IAT|

Copyright cases have now expanded beyond the U.S. to include Indian publishers
and others.

319 I FIIRTEE ATHS AR A TR STHT HRAT Threrl AR 3 ST T T o Ioh 8

In April, publisher Ziff Davis also sued OpenAl for copyright infringement, adding to
these legal challenges.

3rier 7 ySmRIF Ziff Davis & T OpenAl T FIIRISET 3eareret 1 HehaAT T, fored
FTefelt Ieitferar 3R a5 TS|

Conflict Between Al Development and Legal Protections

Al T 3R FTefeAt wRaTor & i e

These lawsuits highlight the clash between the Al sector’s appetite for unlimited data
and established data protection norms.

o FheH Al 817 T IreTd 3T Y 8@ 3R YT e JRan st & i i erg &
3SR & & |

Despite ongoing litigation, OpenAl, Google, and Meta continue developing and
launching Al models rapidly.

HIeTel STSTSAT & STaslG, OpenAl, Google 31 Meta 319+ Al ATSe &1 deit ¥ faswfae 3ilv
G TGRS 1%' %l

These firms seem unfazed by legal or regulatory threats and operate beyond traditional
constraints.

I FHUTAAT FTefeit AT AR el & FAT Tl gl ¢ 3R amera st @
AW

Legal frameworks are struggling to keep pace with the speed at which Al is evolving
and being deployed.

FeT o1 Al & e AR dar AR F ar Aa afi arar @ §

EU's GDPR: A Possible Check
U ¥ FT GDPR: T ®Tfad faa=or
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Europe’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is a robust effort to link data
use with individual rights.

T T FIA 3T F&T0T RfATHAT (GDPR) 327 39ANr #Y 4 fFaera 3fsRT & Sse &1
TS 3 TITH g1

Under GDPR, penalties can be severe, and the EU is now also addressing broader
digital competition issues.

GDPR & dgd &8 ST §&d & Tohd £ 3T EU 319 Bforee yfaeTa’ & carges AtHer & o

ST X @ el
This year, the EU fined Meta over its user consent policy, which violated the Digital
Markets Act.

38 a¥ EU & Meta I 38T 3YANTHT HeATA difer o AT ofamman, Sit fBforee arbew

TFE &l SoolteT 2T|

Scrutiny extends beyond U.S. firms, with complaints against Chinese companies like
TikTok and SHEIN for illegal data exports.

S shael 3ARET Fafaat g HfAT 87 §, TikTok 31 SHEIN 34 == Fufaat a7 oY
IRFreeAY Ser e & 3R o §

Though GDPR has prompted changes, Al model builders continue expanding globally
without slowing down.

gleilieh GDPR & %@ celal ol AR foham &, Aifehat Al Aiger Fotlet aTelt Fafarar faem e

7T 3Ras REaR W )

aThe EU Al Act, intended to directly regulate Al, will be fully implemented only in August
2025.

EU Al 3rfafaaa, Sit Al &l @18 T f3e sel & T a1 §, 3191 2025 & G o o]
gramm|

India and China’s Regulatory Push
R 3R e F1 RIwRRT gI

India introduced the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023, aiming for a
balanced data protection framework.

AR = FBfSreer uderer Ser WTFra v, 2023 92r fohar B, Toraehr e wqfare ser e
& ST B |

The Act attempts to combine consent-based control with flexibility for future
innovation.

g Flelst HeAfa IraTRa fg=or &1 s1fasy i Farar & v a=idraeT ya= & & 9y
SSeT AT I T |
India aims to be both a regulator and a global Al player.

R FT I8 T faaraAs 3R dRaF Al afeFd g1t st F1 &
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« China has implemented strict data privacy rules, restricting foreign data transfers.
ot o7 &3 Ser Mueiigar e ome] e §, St Rageft Ser Fameiavor # Siffa Hd &

o« However, China continues to strategically prioritise Al, supporting local firms in
emerging technologies.

e oY, et o Al &t Torhifae wraf@ear a1 S T § 3R Fueia safagt S 3sdr
dahaiten! & GHYT AT B
o The largest Al investors are usually those with the most massive data resources.

Al 7 g8 92 A9 a8 21 & TSt urd gad 31 37 gameT gl &

The Fundamental Challenge
FEH eArelt

e Court battles and regulations are struggling to steer the direction of Al’'s growth.
JETeldr ATHe 3R fad Al & fawra Y f2m & T Fa A Fad FT R L
e Legal challenges often feel like trails left behind, not tools guiding the future course.

el Yetfardl e S g fovemer e Serel 8, o fob srfasr 7 Anieeler F3a et

3YhIOT|
o Privacy laws and regulatory frameworks are clearly unable to match Al's pace.
TMIARIAT Frefet IR FATHART ol Tuse &7 & Al F 71y 3 376 781 £

o The truth is that Big Tech’s Al innovation is far ahead of the slower pace of legal and
ethical frameworks.

TdTs TE & o a2t & Faferal 1 Al TamER SR 3 Afas et i el afa 3 w8 A
gl

e As aresult, user privacy and societal guardrails risk becoming afterthoughts rather
than foundational principles.

gHeh IROTH I § foh SuAeraal it aMasiaar 3R wrfores geam a= Fersa gt &
ST9TE d1¢ H Qe are fawy §o7a ST B
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Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

With the number of air
passengers steadily grow-
ing in India, transformative
technologies such as bio-
metric-based Digi Yatra,
Al-powered digital twins,
integrated  multi-modal
transport systems, and Net
Zero, LEED-certified termi-
nals would shape airport
experiences, said experts.
They also stressed on
the need to strengthen dig-
ital ecosystems to manage
rising cybersecurity risks,
which has been identified
as a crucial area of focus.
“India’s aviation growth

Wi

easing the journey for mil-
lions of law-abiding pas-
sengers. In Mumbai alone,
we clear 22,000-25,000 in-

presents a dual ct
securing borders while

ternational travellers daily,
averaging 10-minute cus-

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
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New-age flying: India has transformed biometric travel with Digi
Yatra, where one’s face becomes the boarding pass.

toms clearance. Our aim is
to cut this to 5 minutes,”
said Joseph Gouda, Joint
Director, Mumbai Customs
while speaking at a round
table discussion on “Re-

imagining airport passen-
ger infrastructure through
innovation,  technology
and sustainability” organ-
ised ahead of the Inter Pas-
senger Terminal Expo
2025 by Media Fusion.

Smarter intervention
“By adopting Al, ML, RFID
and Advanced Passenger
Information systems, we
are shifting from manual
checks to smarter, targeted
interventions. This trans-
formation will make infras-
tructure both more secure
and passenger-friendly—es-
sential for India’s aviation
future,” he added.

Stating India has trans-
formed biometric travel
with Digi Yatra, where

one’s face becomes one’s
boarding pass, Nitin Shar-
ma, DVP - Business Deve-
lopment, of global security
group dormakaba, said
they were solving complex
challenges-like group tra-
vel and one-click gate re-
gistration-while ensuring
data privacy with automat-
ic purging post-flight.
“Innovations like wider
gates to prevent tailgating,
now powered by Al and
ML, were born from India’s
unique needs and are set-
ting global benchmarks.
With under 10% of the pop-
ulation currently flying, we
are preparing for exponen-
tial growth by scaling
smart, cost-efficient tech-
nologies. India’s rapid

is not

— s
only enhancing domestic
operations but creating air-
port solutions the world is
now adopting,” he said.

On the evolving airport
infrastructure  develop-
ment in India, Geetha Pri-
ya G, Senior Director - In-
frastructure & Airports,
JLL India said there was a
need to build infrastruc-
ture that was resilient,
adaptive and efficient.

“Greenfield airports off-
er the luxury of blank can-
vas while brownfield sites
push us to rethink with
constraints for unique,
smart and adaptive design
solutions. The future lies in
modular construction, dig-
ital first terminal cores that

€ P pas-
senger movement and
energy management.”
“Early-stage collabora-
tion is critical — drawing in-
sights from operations,
policy shifts and tech
trends help avoid costly
course corrections. We
need a terminal design lan-
guage rooted in sustaina-
bility, with built-in readi-
ness for climate volatility,
aging demographics, rapid
digital changes and hybrid
spaces that can handle in-
tensity and downtime with
equal ease. Aligning this vi-
sion with financial models
that attract private invest-
ment is key to delivering
infrastructure that’s fu-
ture-ready,” she added.

Technologies to Shape Airport Experience, Say Experts

fawaAl & TR FaT$ 3T F ST FI IHTHR ot ATell APailah

With the number of air passengers steadily growing in India, experts said that
transformative technologies such as biometric-based Digi Yatra, Al-powered
digital twins, integrated multi-modal transport systems, and Net Zero, LEED-
certified terminals will shape the airport experience.

HIT 7 §aT$ AT Y TEAT IR 96 @I 8, AR et &1 wger 8 fF arahifes-
TR Bfer am, Al-wara Rfvies efawa, vhipd sg-Alse TRageT gomel, ik Ae R,
LEED-SHTIOT fHae §a1$ 3738 & 31191d &1 MR &3

e They also emphasized the need to strengthen digital ecosystems to manage the
increasing cybersecurity risks, which has been identified as a crucial area of focus.

3ogial JE T S e foh Sredt WIga et @ei A HeTelal & Torw Bforeer oRRufaeh

Y HSTG AT ST ©, ToTH Teh AgeaqoT &1 AT AT B |

e Joseph Gouda, Joint Director of Mumbai Customs, said that India’s aviation growth
presents a dual challenge—securing borders while easing travel for millions of law-
abiding passengers. In Mumbai alone, 22,000 to 25,000 international travelers are
cleared daily with an average customs clearance time of 10 minutes, and the goal is
to reduce this to 5 minutes.

HeIS HECHH o HYFcl [ FNAF M7 o gl o $7T hT gaTS ATAT e fer Teh Argdr
At § — FAT3T hr GL&T 3N AT &Y oGl A= T Telet et dTel ATTIAT T =T Y
3T &T1eTT| Rt Ho$ & wfdfeeT 22,000 ¥ 25,000 HAASET AT FellR 8l &, Foiater

3Td FEeA BT 7T 10 Aae §, 50 5 AT e &1 o8 @1 =T ¢
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o By adopting technologies like Al, Machine Learning (ML), RFID, and Advanced
Passenger Information Systems, authorities are shifting from manual checks to
smarter, targeted interventions. This transformation will make airport infrastructure more
secure and passenger-friendly, which is essential for the future of India’s aviation sector.

Al 7rfeT afetar, RFID, 3R vsaies YieR gemietereT RATerw &1 3uareht Jifereny Hearer
S @ FATC IR AT gEABTT BT IR 9 ¢ ¢ | F§ TGeld §als 3788 & Ay o &
3o gRIETT AR ATN-37fehel ST, i 3R & §aTS &1F & Hiasg & [T 3TaRas g

e Nitin Sharma, DVP — Business Development at dormakaba, said that India has
revolutionized biometric travel through Digi Yatra, where a person’s face acts as their
boarding pass. They are solving complex challenges like group travel and one-click
gate registration while ensuring data privacy through automatic deletion of data after the
flight.

SIATHIET o ST — TSI d 3qeTgHC foforeT AT o7 Fhgl foh AR o B3 I & SRv
SRS AT 3 Hif o1 &Y, STET AP hT AR & AET I FT 1A AT ¥ T THE
T 3R qei-ToFereh e ST SHET STieel FAlTal hl &of Y T8 &, TTY g 33T & e 3T
$T FEaTford TS F STRT MR AR X @ 2

e Innovations like wider gates to prevent tailgating, now powered by Al and ML, have
emerged from India’s unique needs and are setting global standards. With less than
10% of the population currently flying, India is preparing for exponential growth by
scaling smart, cost-efficient technologies. India’s rapid innovation pace is not only
enhancing domestic operations but also creating airport solutions that the world is
adopting.

Al 3R ML gaRT HaTferd CeRifeer Uehst atel I13 3T S AaTaR HRA & fafdrse
MARYRATHT & IcTee U & 3R 31 ARG Alefeh TUIAT F T & | IAATA & el 10% &
I AT §ATS ITAT I &, SHTAT HRA doll ¥ Tl & forw TATE 3R R deheiient i
HYATH TN & T & | HRA T ool AaTaR T o el T FaTelel 1 dgal 917 KT &

afcen gferar & fau o gars 3133 & FATUS &1 WY 8

e Geetha Priya G, Senior Director — Infrastructure & Airports at JLL India, said that
evolving airport infrastructure needs to be resilient, adaptive, and efficient. Greenfield
airports offer a blank canvas, whereas brownfield sites challenge planners to rethink with
constraints, leading to smart and adaptive design solutions.

JLL 73 &1 afiss forgeren afvar fram it = wrer 6 fasfad & @ &a1$ 383 & gaadr ey
Y TS, el 1 3R FHrAl glT =AM | MAhIeS aTS 333 Ueh WIel ot T o
B 8, STdich ST3Tthies AISeH HIATHT & A1 YoATaaR i HeT el o, fored TA1E AR
ool f3aTgel HATEET HIHa 3T B

e She added that the future lies in modular construction and digital-first terminal cores that
centralize operations, passenger movement, and energy management. Early-stage

collaboration is crucial, as insights from operations, policy changes, and technology
trends help avoid costly course corrections.

3egiel g oY el for s1fasa Alsger AT 3R Bfotea-yad effaa w1 A § St warer,
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I TATSITEY 3R ST FelereT T hdlpcd T &1 YR IHH =0T & Hg2T Hgea ol § Fifh
HITer, Sl gRacrell 3R Teheiieht TSTTell & TR STiefeprRar /g FURT & T & |

o Terminal design must be rooted in sustainability, with readiness for climate volatility,
aging demographics, rapid digital changes, and hybrid spaces that can handle both

intense use and downtime with ease. Aligning this vision with financial models that
attract private investment is key to delivering future-ready infrastructure.

iAo TSSITSeT hl Tl # TR gl =g T, S STefary i T, TGl 37 &
STAETTEhT, st f3foed seara, 3R grsias TF & T dTr g1 St 1y 39er 3R v
aleAT T 3THTAT & HHTeT Heh | TH GfCehI0T bl UH A Alsell & WY SSAT 31a2T § St
forstt foraer &t 3meRTia Y arfer sifassr & fore IR gierandT erar giafRad B s &

OPINION

Jamie McGeeve

ORLANDO, FLORIDA

Investors, consumers and
policymakers may justifia-
bly fear the spectre of ta-
riff-fueled inflation later
this year and beyond, but
it's powerful global disin-
flationary forces that are
weighing most  heavily
right now.

‘The OECD said on Tues-
day it expects collective an-
nual headline inflation in
G20 economies to moder-
ate to 3.6% this year from
6.2% last year, cooling
further in 2026 to 3.2%.

But the United States is
an “important exception,”
the OECD argues, and it
sees inflation there rising
to just under 4% later this

year and remaining above
target in 2026.

While annual PCE con-
sumer inflation in the U.S.
cooled to 2.1% in April, the
slowest rate in four years
and virtually at the Fed’s
2% target, consumer infla-
tion expectations are the
loftiest in decades. The Fed
has paused its easing cycle
as a result, and U.S. bond
yields are higher than most
of their GI0 peers.

U.S. inflation to rise
Economists at Goldman
Sachs share the OECD’s
view that U.S. inflation will
pick up to near 4% this
year, with tariffs account-
ing for around half of that.
Many others also agree
that the U.S. appears to be
the exception, not the rule.
The world’s next two
largest economies, China

‘Disinflation is a gr

P o L

Study in contrast: China and the euro zone, find themselves trying to stave off disinflation. REUTERS

and the euro zone, find
themselves trying to stave
off disinflation. Deepening
trade and financial ties bet-
ween the two may only in-
tensify these forces, keep-
ing a lid on price increases.

Annual inflation in the
euro zone cooled to 1.9% in
May, below the European
Central Bank’s 2% target,
essentially setting the seal
on another quarter-point
rate cut later this week.

eater force right now

More easing appears to be
in the cards.

As economists at Nomu-
ra point out, inflation
swaps are priced for infla-
tion undershooting the
ECB’s target for at least the

than inflation’

next two years. This, com-
bined with weakening
growth due to U.S. tariffs
and disinflationary pres-
sure from China, could
force the ECB to cut rates
another 50 basis points to
1.5% by September.

China’s war on deflation
is, of course, well-known
to investors, but it has ap-
peared to slip off their col-
lective radar given how
protracted it has become.

The last time annual in-
flation in China eclipsed 1%
was more than two years
ago, and it has remained
near zero, on average, ever
since. China’s 10-year bond
yield remains anchored
near January’s record low
below 1.60%, reflecting in-
vestors” skepticism that
price pressures will accel-
erate any time soon.

They have reason to be

doubtful. Deflation and re-
cord-low bond yields conti-
nue to stalk the economy
despite Beijing’s fiscal and
monetary stimulus efforts
since September. And pun-
itive tariffs on exports to
the U.S., one of its largest
export markets, are gener-
ating massive uncertainty
about the country’s eco-
nomic outlook moving
forward.

Rear view mirror
This is where the exchange
rate becomes important.
On the face of it, Beijing ap-
pears to have resisted
mounting pressure on the
yuan thus far, with the on-
shore and offshore yuan
last week trading near
their  strongest levels
against the dollar since
November.

But when considering

Disinflation is a greater force right now than inflation

HiSeT a9 & AgERfa @ i ysrraerel § Bugewrarere

the yuan’s broad real effec-
tive exchange rate (REER),
an inflation-adjusted mea-
sure of its value against a
basket of currencies, the
Chinese currency is the
weakest since 2012. Robin
Brooks at The Brookings
Institution reckons it may
be undervalued by more
than 10%.

With China’s goods so
cheap in the global market-
place, China is essentially
exporting deflation. And
the yuan’s relative weak-
ness could put pressure on
other Asian countries to
weaken their currencies to
keep them competitive,
even as the Trump admi-
nistration potentially en-
courages the governments
to do the exact opposite.

(The opinions expressed
here are those of the auth-
or, a columnist for Reuters)

Investors, consumers, and policymakers may justifiably fear the specter of tariff-
fueled inflation later this year and beyond, but it’s powerful global disinflationary
forces that are weighing most heavily right now.

frders, swsiieran sikt A wTar sw arer & 3 3ik 3 oft e Feehifa #1 s
HEH HT Wbl 8, Afdher adaArer & gad 31fAw yerraemel § afFaermeh dRas
fEas=raeadY ard |

e The OECD said on Tuesday it expects collective annual headline inflation in G20
economies to moderate to 3.6% this year from 6.2% last year, cooling further in 2026
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to 3.2%.

OECD @ HTerdR $Y Fegl & ae 37l H3am ¢ ¥ G20 srdeaavumsit & For a1fds qev
HEAEHIY 50 T 3.6% aF F gt Y Ao qTer F 6.2% & =, 3 77 2026 7 3.2%
a% 3Rk & gl

But the United States is an “important exception,” the OECD argues, and it sees
inflation there rising to just under 4% later this year and remaining above target in 2026.

AfHeT OECD ¥ 3TAR, HYF =T HARFT v “Hgeaqul 317are” §, STl AGERA 30
Tl & 3 T TIHIT 4% dF T390 31T 2026 F &7 ¥ FIT =y W@

While annual PCE consumer inflation in the U.S. cooled to 2.1% in April, the slowest
rate in four years and virtually at the Fed’s 2% target, consumer inflation expectations
are the loftiest in decades.

sraf AR & arf¥s PCE s9eiterar faredifer ardter 7 2.1% 9% 317 15, St 9w awt &
a8 il ax ¥ 3R 3 & 2% e T & Fh §, 3T FErEHI A 38TC g A wad
afF

The Fed has paused its easing cycle as a result, and U.S. bond yields are higher than
most of their G10 peers.

3 HRUT 3 F 379 RIS = ) Ak 27 §, 31K 3R afes Rt srftrwier G10 et
Y Jorett 7 30 &

U.S. Inflation to Rise
AR # Ferehifar aeah

Economists at Goldman Sachs share the OECD’s view that U.S. inflation will pick up to
near 4% this year, with tariffs accounting for around half of that.

MesHar A7 F 3rfarE OECD Y TT & Head o & AN 7 Ferehfer 3w arer
TSI 4% A qeait, Forwst aorerer et gefar et 1 aore @ gl

Many others also agree that the U.S. appears to be the exception, not the rule.
3T FE AT Y A § B AR srvae &, e A

The world’s next two largest economies, China and the euro zone, find themselves
trying to stave off disinflation.

gferar Y 3rrel &Y Fad a3 refegaeyTd, e AR T &1, Ge F BEserae & qam A
FIFAT FIT W

Deepening trade and financial ties between the two may only intensify these forces,
keeping a lid on price increases.

3T At F i 718 8T saaR 3t A waer g1 arhdl F 3R T aFar g, TEw
Frrar #H gefer ax fo=or @
Annual inflation in the euro zone cooled to 1.9% in May, below the European Central

Bank’s 2% target, essentially setting the seal on another quarter-point rate cut later this
week.
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R 50 ToaE & 37a & 3R v Tt uise # sarer a7 Fekd qemsrr a7 By 1 B
More easing appears to be in the cards.
3 3rfw R wsa R W

As economists at Nomura point out, inflation swaps are priced for inflation
undershooting the ECB’s target for at least the next two years.

StaT 3 AT & el aara ¥, AR T W 91T FT AT T9A @ o T FH
¥ FH 3 T8 I HEEPfT ECB & 78T ¥ F Waf|

This, combined with weakening growth due to U.S. tariffs and disinflationary pressure
from China, could force the ECB to cut rates another 50 basis points to 1.5% by
September.

Tg, HAREY Yol F FROT FAR g1 T gafar AR et FY Bagerererrdl gara & amy
e, ECB &I et a& sarer &3 & 31 50 af¥w cage 1 wekdt #3 1.5% = & fAw
HIGY F FFHAT 51

China’s War on Deflation

her &1 FgaS e & RBeme geu

China’s efforts to fight deflation are well-known to investors but have slipped off their
radar due to how prolonged it has become.

HieT & AZITE FRIaT A oI5 & T FAIAF! FY 38 § A &, AfFa a8 safaw 3
forerTe & g3 & a1 i 7 sg ofar T AR

The last time annual inflation in China eclipsed 1% was more than two years ago, and it
has remained near zero on average ever since.

et F AT Farrhifa A IR 1% § S Y a1 & 3 ged o, ik a9 & sitwaw
ST Y & AT ot g5 ¥

China’s 10-year bond yield remains anchored near January’s record low below 1.60%,
reflecting investors’ skepticism that price pressures will accelerate soon.

T &1 10-a9fT aies Neet ST & Nare A=e T & A9, 1.60% T A 2R e, 5
el & 30 w3E 1 guiar ¥ & AeT gara sieq & a i

Deflation and record-low bond yields continue to stalk the economy despite Beijing’'s
fiscal and monetary stimulus efforts since September.

Rydat @ difir & el 3k #AlfF Neurea yamat & amasye, #ens free sk Rere
forTrer dfes Reet 3rfegaTdT I F9TdR T9Td 3T 1| &1

Punitive tariffs on exports to the U.S., one of China’s largest export markets, are
generating massive uncertainty about the country’s economic outlook.

3ARFT, S =T T v I37 AT TR 8, TR AT 7T F3 ok ar H 3w Rufa &
IR # g FfAREaar fer FT @ E
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Rear View Mirror

dIS AZHT @A

The exchange rate becomes important here.

Iet RfaHa e Ageaqor g ST B

On the face of it, Beijing appears to have resisted mounting pressure on the yuan so far,
with the onshore and offshore yuan last week trading near their strongest levels against
the dollar since November.

HET 9 W, AT 3T q%F AT T 950 GaTd HT AT HIT f@ar ¢, FAfw Jiterey ik
AR FIHTT AT Fede Ada F d1e STo F HHEe A FaH Holqd Tl & FlT
FRITR FT T 4TI

But when considering the yuan'’s broad real effective exchange rate (REER), an
inflation-adjusted measure of its value against a basket of currencies, the Chinese
currency is the weakest since 2012.

aftrer Zarmer & saTaF fIe whfFea vawdsr I (REER) FT €41 # W@« W, Y Harehifa-
AT ATI §, 7§ <l a7 2012 & T1E T FAAN §

Robin Brooks at The Brookings Institution reckons it may be undervalued by more than
10%.

I TEATT & T o0 F1 AT § B T8 10% & 34 F97 F{eAifha 8t qhar 81
With China’s goods so cheap in the global marketplace, China is essentially exporting
deflation.

et & AT IRTF IR A 3 FEA AT B F FROT, e aEad F Ferehfa
forrae e w3 wr

The yuan’s relative weakness could put pressure on other Asian countries to weaken
their currencies to keep them competitive.

T Y WTIET FASR 37 TRIATS G2t X ot 3raalt et FY FAGAR FI FT ga19 3160
FFhdr § aifr F gfaeaef = @)

This is occurring even as the Trump administration potentially encourages these
governments to do the exact opposite.

Ig 9 81 16T ¢ AT ¢ W W1 T F 37 TFRI 1 el 590 Aafia F &
T Yicafea T @ R
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper IV and Essay)

10,000 Saplings and Counting: Bihar Man Sowing a Green
Revolution

10,000 qler 3R g FeA: R & cafdd garr gia wifa i

YT

10,000 saplings and counting, Bihar man sowing a green revolution

1G§ Paper IV: Case Study, ™7}
«Example
AnEssaK

In 2007, an idea struck Ma-
noj Kumar, who works in a
pharmaceutical firm. To
commemorate the 150"
anniversary of India’s first
war of Independence, the
revolt of 1857, he decided
to plant saplings in the me-
mory of freedom fighters,
thus protecting the envi-
ronment as well as spread-
ing the message of patrio-
tism. Eighteen years later,
the 54-year-old from Bet-
tiah in Bihar’s West Cham-
paran district has planted
over 10,000 saplings, bear-
ing the expenses of the in-
itiative on his own.
Impressed with his
work, the Bihar govern-
ment felicitated and re-
warded him on the occa-

Love for plants: A child planting a sapling in the presence of ManOJ
Kumar in Bihar's West Champaran district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

sion of World Environment
Day on Thursday during
the State function organ-
ised at Gyan Bhavan in Pat-
na.

Sunil Kumar, Minister,
Department of Environ-
ment, Forest, and Climate

Change honoured Mr. Ma-
noj at the function organ-
ised by the Bihar State Pol-
lution Control Board.
“Balance in ecological
systems is very important
for sustainable growth. Ris-
ing human population and

selfish development has
deteriorated the quality of
soil, water, and air and also
disturbed the balance in
natural ecosystems. Nowa-
days, several ecosystems
are in great danger, which
has created an alarming sit-
uation for the survival of a
number of organisms,” Mr.
Manoj, with honours in
Zoology, told The Hindu.

Battling odds
Asked about the beginning
of his passion, he said:
“Considering major chal-
lenges and issues in ecolo-
gy, | started a campaign
right from 2007 as a case
study to protect the envi-
ronment in the public
domain.”

From a middle-class fa-
mily, Mr. Manoj has two
daughters and a son. While

one daughter is doing com-
puter science from NIT
Patna, the second one is
preparing for competitive
exams. Drawing inspira-
tion from him, his children
too motivate their friends
to plant saplings.

Despite  drawing a
meagre salary, he started
planting trees. His wife Ra-
ni Sarraf initially discour-
aged him, only to under-
stand its value. When his
salary did not suffice, he
used to withdraw his PF to
sustain his passion.

“I try my level best to
create awareness about the
importance of planting
trees, the need to conserve
forest, water, soil, and air.
am not alone now and sev-
eral people help on the
concept of ‘3Ps’, that is
Plant, Planet, and Patrio-

tism,” Mr. Manoj said.

Emotional attachment
His team insists on people
planting saplings with their
own hands as they might
get emotionally attached to
plants and not damage it.
The activity is carried out
at public places such as
schools, colleges, hospi-
tals, paramilitary premis-
es, besides roadsides in vil-
lages, towns, Valmiki Tiger
Reserve, and in neighbour-
ing Nepal too.

“We have a mission and
vision to make India green,
with 33% of forest area
when we celebrate the
175th anniversary of the re-
volt of 1857 Mr. Manoj
asserted.

Many of the saplings he
had planted are now full-
fledged plants.

10,000 Saplings and Counting: Bihar Man Sowing a Green
Revolution

10,000 91 3iT sgd FgA: MR & afeda garT sia wifa

YT

In 2007, an idea struck Manoj Kumar, who works in a pharmaceutical company, to
plant saplings in memory of freedom fighters while also contributing to
environmental protection.

2007 &, HaANST FAR S FF 0 SACGRF F90t 7 FT FIA 8, FY FadTdT Qamiadr Hr
wfar & i oarmer 3 |y € gatavor waTor # Ahrere &R T faE 3
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o He started this campaign to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Revolt of 1857
and spread the message of patriotism.

3-gia 1857 & fAglg &1 1504t a¥ens Fa= 31K Sersrfda o1 Geer e & forw ag 31fdae
& R

e As of now, Manoj Kumar, a 54-year-old from Bettiah in West Champaran district of
Bihar, has planted over 10,000 saplings, bearing the entire cost himself.

319 oo, R & aRes Tt e & afer fovard 54 adffr #ateT $AR = 10,000 &
Fftre ol oreme &, foreehr ot amra 37 ge 357§

o Impressed by his work, the Bihar government honoured him on World Environment
Day, during a State function held at Gyan Bhavan in Patna.

37 HT J JHITAT 8ot fagR TTHER o 3¢ AT 9ATaRor faq ux qear & A dHaa &
IR T TOT FRIGH & GFATAd R

e Sunil Kumar, Minister of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change, felicitated Manoj
Kumar at the event organised by the Bihar State Pollution Control Board.

TATERoT, g7 3R Serarg afader #N gelter FAR o fagR T wqyor fas=or @18 @
IRATST HRIshH H Heltsl HHR I FFATAT fohaT|

 Manoj emphasized that the balance in ecological systems is vital for sustainable
development, and that soil, water, and air quality is deteriorating due to unchecked
development.

Hellol AR o SIX ST gl Toh IRTEATART T F W elel SeTU IGAT Heldl fahId & foIw
31aRde g, R e, arelt @ gar T quradr IFTe faFT & HROT Ee g @ g

o He pointed out that many ecosystems are in great danger, affecting the survival of
various organisms.

3giel g o ws IR fEyfas a7 313t de 7 §, owd RAffes shal &1 3Racga @ &
qg AT &

e When asked about how he began, he explained that since 2007, he had started this
campaign as a case study to address ecological issues.

SIS 3T R3TT oh IR H YBT IAT, ol Sogiel Sl o 2007 & 3giat 3 AT
TATEROT FAEATIHT I 1T ot o TIT Ueh 5 F&Y & & A & foham|

e Coming from a middle-class family, Mr. Manoj has two daughters and a son.
HEgHAET TRER & 31T aTel Hellol TAR & aF afeat iR o der )

e One daughter is studying Computer Science at NIT Patna, while the other is preparing
for competitive exams.

Teh SE) TATEET UealT § FTYE WISH U¢ @I &, Stafeh qadt wferaeft afamsit r Gy ¢
wrel

« Inspired by their father, his children also encourage friends to plant saplings.
319eY R & R g, 3o7oh e oY 3raaY greal 1 aler e & forw 9 #:a €

o Despite a meagre salary, Manoj started planting trees, even withdrawing his Provident
Fund (PF) to fund his campaign.
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FH AdT & STdS[G, Hellol o G o971 Y& FohT AR 3191 31ferareT o forw srfaswr fafer (PF)
e foreTer o

o Initially, his wife Rani Sarraf was hesitant, but later she understood the value of his
work.

YEHT F 37T Teett Tl T Raferars, Afdhst arg & 361 39 F1 & Agea 1 A

 He now works to create awareness about the need to plant trees, and conserve forest,
water, soil, and air, under the idea of 3Ps — Plant, Planet, and Patriotism.

379 g 93 W, T, S, a1 AR Y & TIET0T hT ARkl heTet & TIT ohrad il €,
3R gHeRT ITUR § 3P — e, g 3iv e

o His team motivates people to plant saplings with their own hands so they develop an
emotional bond and take care of the plants.

SeTehT I o1aiT T 379eT T & WY ofaTTaY & ToIT IR il § cfifeh 3oTeht STTaetTeAsh S[3Te
g1 3 3 ot BT ST Y|

e They carry out this activity at public places like schools, colleges, hospitals,
paramilitary campuses, and even at roadsides in villages and towns as well as at
the Valmiki Tiger Reserve and Nepal.

AR TR ReTd 31T A9Te & WeF fhart off v S &1

e Mr. Manoj said their mission is to make India greener, aiming to achieve 33% forest
cover by the 175th anniversary of the Revolt of 1857.

Hellol HAR 1 gl Toh SeTohT FAAT § 9 &Y g Faarent, 3R 1857 oy wifey r 175
TYINS T 33% TeT &1F YT il T A& T g

e Many of the saplings he planted have now grown into fully developed trees.

3giel ot s MY T &, 3 3 qot fawfia gailt 7 sgo 9% 8
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1. Diplomacy is about incrementalism and consolidating
those gains: Tewari

TSe1d incrementalism (F1A% yarfa) 3R svafeurat 7 4ge
FIA FT F 8 fAay

2. Flipkart secures RBI approval for direct lending in India

fPFergehTe 1 8T A Te7aT 0T & & fAT RBI 1 Helr faeht

Diplomacy is about incrementalism
and consolidating those gains: Tewari

i i i i

PCS '

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

In the face of questions
raised by the Congress on
the “political value” of the
people that the multi-party
delegations had met and
what the teams had “ac-
tually accomplished” on
the Centre’s international
diplomatic outreach after
the India-Pakistan conflict,
delegates have said diplo-
macy is about “incremen-
talism”, and it’s not a
“Twenty20 cricket
match”.

Ahead of External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar’s meetings with two
delegations, Congress gen-
eral secretary (communi-
cations) Jairam Ramesh
had said on Wednesday in
a post on X that there
needed to be an “honest
assessment of what was ac-
tually accomplished” and
not what was “spin-doc-
tored”. Mr. Jaishankar on
Thursday met the delega-

Manish Tewari

tion headed by senior DMK
leader K. Kanimozhi that
visited Russia, Latvia, Slo-
venia, Greece, and Spain,
and the delegation headed
by senior JD(U) leader San-
jay K. Jha that visited Ja-
pan, South Korea, Singa-
pore, Indonesia, and
Malaysia.

“There are reliable re-
ports that the welcome in
some countries was very
lukewarm - to put it mildly
— and that the political va-
lue of the people the MPs
met was below par. Videos
of the MPs engaging in silly
fun and frolic while on a se-

rious national mission
have also been surfacing,”
Mr. Ramesh said.

Senior Congress leader
Manish Tewari, who was
part the delegation led by
NCP-SP MP Supriya Sule to
Egypt, Qatar, Ethiopia, and
South Africa, on the ques-
tion of whether the tour
succeeded in its aim, spoke
of consolidation of gains.
“Diplomacy is about incre-
mentalism and consolidat-
ing those gains,” Mr. Tewa-
ri said. The diplomatic
outreach had ensured the
Indian point of view was
presented concurrently in
33 countries, he added.

“The hyphenation (In-
dia-Pak) is a temporary
mirage. It is only natural
that when two nuclear
powers are in conflict the
world gets concerned,” the
Congress leader said.

“We live in a contested
political space. But for
now, exposing Pakistan’s
perfidy should be the na-
tional priority,” Mr. Tewari

said on the question of crit-
icism from his own party
on the utility of such a tour.
Other delegates also
contested the Congress’s
claim. JD(U) leader Sanjay
K. Jha said that his delega-
tion had met the Japanese
Foreign Minister, had
breakfast with Ambassa-
dors to Japan from various
countries, and in Jakarta,
met with ASEAN (Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Na-
tions) Ambassadors. “To
criticise an all-party dele-
gation, which spoke in one
voice on such an important
issue, is a new low for the
Congress,” Mr. Jha said.
CPI(M) MP John Brittas,
who was part of a delega-
tion, said it had clarified In-
dia’s viewpoint. “We didn’t
go to play a Twenty20
cricket match, for there to
be winners or losers. Each
person is entitled to their
own opinion. Our delega-
tion has laid down the
foundation, clarifying In-
dia’s viewpoint,” he said.

Diplomacy is
about
incrementalism
and
consolidating
those gains:
Tewari

JToldd
incrementalism

(FfA® yarfa) 3k
3qafeeral F ggo
FIA FTFA
faardt

In the face of questions
raised by the Congress
on the “political value” of the people that the multi-party delegations had met and
what they had “actually accomplished” during the Centre’s international
diplomatic outreach after the India-Pakistan conflict, delegates said diplomacy is
about “incrementalism”, and it is not a “Twenty20 cricket match”.
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HRA-UITHTATT HOY & 916 $g ATHR AT ARSI TSTATAH Tgel Y AhT HiAdH o T
it & ag-aefr SRS A1 A g, S TR e 3R 3w
“gIEdT H 971 g1 fHAT”, 30 W Fard 3o1v| gfafafaat a we1 i toa7 “w @ gorfa
(incrementalism)” 9 3R AT &, Wﬁ?“?ﬁﬁ-ZO e = AT 2

o Ahead of External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s meetings with two delegations,
Congress general secretary (communications) Jairam Ramesh said in a post on
Wednesday that there needed to be an “honest assessment” of what was
accomplished and not what was “spin-doctored”.

fReer 7l v, g Fr o) yfafafRFser & Soh & Ugd, H1AT & TIR AT FTITH
mrﬁgwa#wmﬁwﬁ;ugm%%sﬁmgmm“éﬂmwﬁm”
g, o1 foh S “ganfa” fonar ara|

e On Thursday, Mr. Jaishankar met the delegation led by DMK leader K. Kanimozhi that
visited Russia, Latvia, Slovenia, Greece, and Spain, and also the delegation led by
JD(U) leader Sanjay K. Jha that visited Japan, South Korea, Singapore, Indonesia,
and Malaysia.

AR T AT SR A THASF AdT HfAAF o Sifea arel 37 GfafATHST & Fearehrd Hr
TS &, aafaan, Feafaan, i ik s e o ey fohar o, 3R ary & Sy Aar §er &.
T & Adcd arel Ffafaftese & 8 Felrenrd Y fSe= strare, gfgror Hifa, ¥y,
gIATAT 3R AR 1 2R R

o Jairam Ramesh said that there were reliable reports of lukewarm reception in some
countries, and that the political value of the people the MPs met was below par.

STIRTH TH &1 gl foh FS AT 7 FaARTd g gobr 21 IR S el & Tl Hr Hererd
&S, 3oTeh Tetellfcien g AAd e |

e He also pointed out that videos showing MPs engaging in fun and frolic during the
serious national mission had also surfaced.

3egiel g o ST R iR Ui frerer & ERTeT Wiel & Awel 3R AARSA FA §U
difsaY ofr AT 3T

e Senior Congress leader Manish Tewari, who was part of the delegation led by NCP-
SP MP Supriya Sule to Egypt, Qatar, Ethiopia, and South Africa, said diplomacy is
about consolidation of gains.

aftss HAW Aar Ay faardl, ST NCP-SP ®iwe Fam ger & dqged # g, Few,
3R 3R af@ror anhret & SR R aTT &, 7 FET o Tty syafouat #Y Yoo Fa
T

e Mr. Tewari said, “Diplomacy is about incrementalism and consolidating those gains.”

A f3arll & gt “Torerd HfAw garfa 3R 3qafoert # Aaqa & F TR A 21
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e He added that the diplomatic outreach ensured the Indian point of view was presented
simultaneously in 33 countries.

376ial e foh 3T ToTelideh Tgel o SIRT 33 32T H Teh WY R HT GISSHIOT T fehar
|

¢« He described the India-Pakistan hyphenation as a temporary mirage, and said the
global concern was natural when two nuclear powers are in conflict.

3oglel HRA-aTeh fAf¥ar 1 e Ireurlt Fersom S 3R Fgr fF 57 &Y wwATp afFd
Yo 3o TEY #H g &, ar 3Ras frar Tarsnfas g &1

e Mr. Tewari said that though the country lives in a contested political space, for now,
exposing Pakistan’s perfidy should be the national priority.

A FAa F gl T o7t &1 & U fargreue Torsiifae AEler 7 Ed 8, Whererer wfFear
F AT F IATR HIAT AT TTATAFAT gl 10|

e Other delegates also contested the Congress’s claim.
3 TRt o o il & ard ht Feillr 2T

o JD(U) leader Sanjay K. Jha said his delegation met the Japanese Foreign Minister,

had breakfast with Ambassadors to Japan from various countries, and met ASEAN
Ambassadors in Jakarta.

HASY AT HSTF F. ST o gl foh SeTeh Wi ATIHS o SITATeT & fader #AY & Helreprel
fafrest 221t & SraTeT & TsTgl & AT ATRAT fohar, 3R St & ASEAN & Tstgat & off
e

e Mr. Jha said that criticising an all-party delegation, which spoke in one voice on an
important issue, was a new low for the Congress.

A 511 3 e & v wdgeT sfafafesa, Swe v Ageaqol 7e8 W vaad g ard 4,
FI TATAT T HIIF o ToIT 74T e TR &

e CPI(M) MP John Brittas, also part of a delegation, said that the team had clarified
India’s viewpoint and rejected the idea of winners and losers in such missions.

W3S (va) TE At e, S ue ufafa s 1 REar 3, o #gr i &3 o 9Rd &1
gieeaIor Tave fonarm 3R 0R ARG & Siid-gR Y FTURom T @iist fhar|

e Mr. Brittas said, “We didn’t go to play a Twenty20 cricket match. Each person is
entitled to their own opinion. Our delegation has laid the foundation, clarifying India’s
viewpoint.”

Y TSIeTa o &g, “gH i ¢del-20 frdhe #AT Welel 781 1T | g TohdT Y 39elr I IGat &l
IR &1 AR FfAfATHS = SR HT giERIT FIv€ FI §T =ta W& 1"

Page95

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Flood exodus: Villagers in Morigaon district of Assam moving to safer areas on Wednesday as floodwaters inundated their homes. The
situation eased across Assam and other northeast States on Thursday, but rain-induced disaster has claimed 52 lives so far. RITU RAJ KONWAR
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e : Notable Achievements in IPL 2025

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s H]'g'm 2025 ﬁ' m';n'q' WT‘

daily quiz: 1. Who won Player of the Match on his
IPL debut? Ans: Ashwani Kumar

2. Hireticapt il 18 REv YT TRATE Ashwani Kumar won Player of the Match on his IPL
wickets. Ans: Hardik Pandya
3. Who was the only player to perform a hat trick debut.
in IPL 20257 Ans: Yuzvendra Chahal ChIl 3qeT 3“-%-:“-@? T W 7 #a-
h AR 3 % /L
4. Which player took the most number of catches n -] # ‘\qT a
in a match? Ans: Abhishek Sharma T WERR ‘—,ﬁa-”
)

5. The only player to win Man of the Match despite
ending up on the losing side? Ans: Tim David ) o )
6. Two players to have become Man of the Match o Hardik Pandya became the first captain in IPL history to

coming in as an impact sub. Ans: Ashutosh pick up five wickets in a match.
Sharma & Vaibhav Arora

7. Who hit six consecutive sixes, though not in the ﬂﬁ? qsm m 3%%1_\':[ QEI' ar m aﬁf dlel Y6'¢f htcled

same over? Ans: Riyan Parag a?rl
8. Who created a world record by scoring 25+ runs
in each match? Ans: Suryakumar Yadav * Yuzvendra Chahal was the only player to take a hat-trick
Visual: First person to have taken part as a player in IPL 2025.
and as an umpire. Ans: Tanmay Srivastava . ¢
Iord Tg IMSNT 2025 H feTF o aTel vHATT f@ersT |

e Abhishek Sharma took the most number of catches in a single match.
H® AT S v F A R 30F FT )

o Tim David was the only player to win Man of the Match despite ending up on the losing
side.

GG W@W?}ﬁﬁﬁﬁmmmﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ#ﬁjﬁ?a#ﬂml

e Ashutosh Sharma and Vaibhav Arora became Man of the Match after coming in as
impact substitutes.

YA AT 3R IHT 3RNST 5797C Fevdlege o §9 A 3ol & SIG HA AP & Az a1
e Riyan Parag hit six consecutive sixes, though not in the same over.
RATT RN A AR B Tad AR, gl A T &F NG H 7L A
o Suryakumar Yadav created a world record by scoring 25+ runs in every match.
YAFAR ATed o g8 AT A 25+ T T fared Reis s=rm|

e Tanmay Srivastava became the first person to take part in the IPL as both a player
and an umpire.

TIHT HAEdT Ugo SAiFd 9 [Segial 3T & f@ams 3R 3HIRR g1t & &9 & arer
form|
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Flipkart
secures RBI
approval for
direct lending
in India

Reuters

Walmart’s Flipkart has se-
cured a lending licence
from the Indian central
bank and banking regula-
tor, enabling it to offer
loans directly to customers
and sellers on its platform,
a spokesperson for the
company confirmed after
Reuters reported the deve-
lopment citing documents
and a source.

This is the first time the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has granted a large e-com-
merce player in India a
non-bank finance compa-
ny (NBFC) licence, allow-
ing it to lend but not take
deposits.

Most e-commerce plat-
forms currently offer loans
in tie-ups with banks and
NBFCs, but a lending li-
cence will enable Flipkart
to lend directly, a more lu-
crative model for the
group. The central bank is-
sued its certificate of regis-
tration, a document that
officially recognises a com-
pany as an NBFC, to Flip-
kart Finance Private Limit-
ed on March 13.

Reuters has reviewed a
copy of both the certificate
of registration and the ap-
proval letter also dated
March 13. The approval has
not been  previously
reported.

Flipkart, in which U.S.
retail behemoth Walmart
holds over 80% stake, ap-
plied for the licence in
2022, according to the cen-
tral bank’s approval letter.

The RBI did not imme-
diately respond to Reuters’
request for comments.
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Flipkart secures RBI approval for direct lending in
India

fFeraeTe FY T H TegaT 0T & & faw RBI AT Al
farelt

Walmart’s Flipkart has secured a lending licence from the Indian
central bank and banking regulator, enabling it to offer loans directly
to customers and sellers on its platform.

ATTATE Y TTFATISTE F HRAT FAOT dF 31 A1 aHs T Hor & &1
AAT A T €, FOHd 9% 39 Cehid W ageh! 3 fashansit &) yeaar
T & T & AR

o A spokesperson for the company confirmed this after Reuters reported the
development citing documents and a source.

U & Ueh JaFdl o 36 T &1 IS &Y, S TIeH o gxarastt AR v @ & garel
T Rre & o

e This is the first time the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has granted a large e-
commerce player in India a non-bank finance company (NBFC) licence.

Ig Ugal R § o1 AR Rerd d& (RBI) &7 9TRa & fondly 93 §-1a f@amd 1 k-
Jder AT F9elt (NBFC) &7 oisdig fear 1

e This licence allows Flipkart to lend, but not to take deposits.

g TS TFETHIE T FOT §a¥ 1 I1TATY el &, AfeheT FTATE TR Fet B 7|

o Most e-commerce platforms currently offer loans in tie-ups with banks and
NBFCs, but a lending licence will enable Flipkart to lend directly, a more
lucrative model for the group.

31T S-hTAY Torewie 3737 &Y 31 NBFCs & AT I8ieiY & HuT 2a &, ofeeT
TE HOT & T AR TFATRIC T Teq&T T { HOT G 1 3 AT I, St hefell &
T 31T ATHSTIF HAIS g1 |

o The central bank issued its certificate of registration to Flipkart Finance
Private Limited on March 13.

AT 3F F 13 AT I FATFIE FrEAT IEde AATS FH ToHmI0T THTOTGT ST
e

» This certificate officially recognises a company as an NBFC.

g YATOTIF fohdlil Fasit ot 3aaries €9 & NBFC & &9 H AleddT ¢l ¢ |

o Reuters reviewed both the certificate of registration and the approval letter,
which are also dated March 13.
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UFeH o GfthoT FATOTGT AR HSL 9 Gl hr gefat &1, fSiereht T off 13 A ¢

e The approval had not been previously reported.
S8 HSLL T ST Tgol A g1 37$ oY

e Flipkart, in which U.S. retail giant Walmart holds over 80% stake, had applied for the
licence in 2022, according to the central bank’s approval letter.
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o The RBI did not immediately respond to Reuters’ request for comments.
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