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PM to attend 300th birth
anniversary celebrations

of Ah]lyabal

today

|GS Paper I: History

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday will pre-
side over the commemora-
tion of the 300t birth anni-
versary of erstwhile queen
of Indore Ahilyabai Holkar.

The event, which will be
held Jamburi Maidan, Bho-
pal, is being organised
jointly by the Union Cul-
ture Ministry and the Go-
vernment of Madhya Pra-
desh.

Ahilyabai Holkar is re-
membered for her people-
centric policies, deep com-
mitment to economic and
socio-cultural issues, spe-
cially those that affected
the lives of women. She en-
couraged education of wo-
men and their participa-
tion in the social and
religious life of the local
community.

She also supported and
encouraged women weav-
ers to make Maheshwari

The events are a part
of the Union Culture
Ministry’s campaign
to celebrate India’s
culture and heritage

sarees, an official state-
ment by the Union Culture
Ministry said here on
Friday.

Commemorative coin
This event is a part of the
Ministry’s ongoing efforts
to commemorate and cele-
brate India’s heritage and
remember the visionaries
who have shaped the foun-
dations of Bharat, the
statement said.

On the occasion, the PM
would also release a com-
memorative coin and
stamp in her honour.
There would also be an ex-
hibition that chronicles her
life, works,and contribu-
tions to Indian society and
culture.

PM to attend 300th birth anniversary
celebrations of Ahilyabai today

QeTTHAY 31T 3fgedrars Y 3004t s
HARIE A 8191 enfaeT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend the 300th birth
anniversary celebrations of Ahilyabai Holkar, the
erstwhile queen of Indore, on Saturday.

THUTAHAT i A AfATR 1 SR At 7 w6t rfgeaens
gled A 300dT T FARE F afAe g

. The event will take place at Jamburi Maidan, Bhopal, and
is being organised jointly by the Union Culture Ministry and the
Government of Madhya Pradesh.

T HIAHA AT & S AR # AT gom 3R 38 Fl
TEHTA FATT TUT HEF TN AHR SR HIercd &9 H AT
RIT ST T B

Legacy and Contributions of Ahilyabai Holkar
FfeATaTE e A fATwa 3k Aee=

o Ahilyabai Holkar is remembered for her people-centric policies and strong commitment
to economic and socio-cultural development, especially for the welfare of women.

HfEeATaTS gloat &1 3o7eht SeT-Ffea Afaat 3R anfie va wrnfors-wepfas fawmw &
gfer et gfaeeerar & faw arg forar airar 8, fawet afgansit & seamr & fav)

e She promoted women's education and their active participation in the social and
religious life of the community.
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e She also supported women weavers and encouraged the making of Maheshwari
sarees, according to an official statement by the Union Culture Ministry.

FET FEHTA FATT & INTRAFRE T & 3R, 3o61o7 ATGAT JoAa T HGAT &7
3R Agead wifsat & AT St Sreafea R

Commemorative Initiatives
FATONT ggor

e The eventis part of the Ministry’s ongoing efforts to commemorate India’s heritage
and honour visionaries who helped shape the nation’s foundation.

Ig FRIGH AR I eRIET F TI&T0T 311 21 i i @@= arer A safddeal &I gFATg
FA & AATAT & TIATEY 7 R &

« On this occasion, the Prime Minister will also release a commemorative coin and
stamp in honour of Ahilyabai Holkar.

$H T W A HfReamars gleat & GoAT 7 U Ffa Ra 3 st Ree ot
ST T |

e An exhibition will also be organised, showcasing her life, works, and contributions to
Indian society and culture.

T yeeiet off 3mafara dr Srueht foraet 3o1e sitaer, wrt 3R s @@ il svpfa &
ARSI T YT fhar STwam|
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In addition to migrant labourers from
Odist ladhya Pradesh, We: ngal. and
Chhattisgarh, the most marginalised locals
fall prey to the system

RAAVISUNIL KUMAR
Convenor of the Vetti Vimochana Coalition

others do not share their troubles. They fear be-
ing beaten up by their employers.”

He recalls another incident in which two
bonded labourers died of electrocution while
working in a field in Palnadu district. “Though
this happened a few months ago, the labourers’
families still work as bonded labourers,” he says.

Kotaiah’s escape

Katti Kotaiah, 56, who also belongs to the Yanadi
community, escaped the clutches of his em-
ployer at Chilakaluripeta town.

Kotaiah lives in a Yanadi colony at Alluru, a vil-
lage near the Kothapatnam beach in Prakasam
district. About 400 Yanadis live in the colony. At
least 10 members live in one hut.

Like Ankamma, Kotaiah blames himself for
what happened. “It was my fault that I accepted a
loan of 210,000 from a creditor in Chilakaluripe-
ta in Palnadu district. At the time, we had no
work, no food, and no access to drinking water.
So, I took the money,” he says.

To repay that amount, his family of seven, in-
cluding three children, had to work as bonded la-
bourers for around 20 years. “We set out to work
when my son’s three children were toddlers.
. Now they are between 16 and 20,” he says. By the
Mannepalli Ankamma holds her employer’s daughter. Ankamma's nine-year-old son was taken away from her as ‘collateral’ for a debt and was later found dead. 6.n. RA0 time of their release last year, that debt of ¥1,500

had risen to 15 lakh. The family was sold more
== =1 than thrice, and worked as bonded labourers un-
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A nine-year-old
bonded labourer

Last week, a duck farmer was arrested on charges of keeping a child from Andhra Pradesh as ‘collateral for a
loan and then killing him in Tamil Nadu. Though bonded labour has long been banned by law, it continues to be

practised, say acti

ellore Sravani reports on how the boy’s mother, Ankamma, a woman from a tribal

community, tried in vain to bring her child back home

Tirupati

wo years ago, Mannepalli Ankamma, a

woman from a tribal community in

Andhra Pradesh, who does not know

her age, decided to work for N. Muthu,
a60-year-old duck farmer. He promised her a sal-
ary of 24,000 a month for herding cows and
helping him run a sweet shop in Satyavedu, a
town in the Tirupati district of Andhra Pradesh.
Ankamma took an advance of 15,000 from him.
When she was unable to repay the amount,
Muthu took away her youngest son, M. Venka-
tesh, as ‘collateral’. He also allegedly inflated the
amount she owed him to 42,000.

On April 9, Ankamma spoke to Venkatesh over
the phone. The nine-year-old boy told her that he
was busy tending to Muthu’s ducks in Kancheep-
uram district in Tamil Nadu. Ankamma lives in
‘Thurakapalle village in Duttaluru mandal of Nel-
lore district in Andhra Pradesh, where she works
in her current employer Siva Reddy’s lemon or-
chard. She assured her child that she would be
there in two days with 42,000 of cash in hand.
She promised that he would be home soon.

Before ending the call, Ankamma asked Ven-
katesh what he had eaten for lunch. Curd-rice, he
said, an improvement over the previous day’s
meal of rice mixed with water.

‘That was the last time Ankamma spoke to him.

Buried by the river
A week later, clutching wads of cash, Ankamma
travelled to Satyavedu, about 270 kilometres
from her village. But Muthu refused the money.

“He used casteist slurs against me,” she re-
calls. “He also told me that my son had run away

with his phone and some cash.” De-
jected, Ankamma returned home.
When a month passed and there was
still no word from Venkatesh, Reddy helped
her file a First Information Report (FIR) at the Sa-
tyavedu police station on May 19.

‘The police began their investigation. On being
questioned, Muthu told them that Venkatesh had
died of jaundice on April 12 at a private hospital at
Pudupalayam in Tiruvannamalai district of Tamil
Nadu. He confessed that he had buried the boy
near the Palar river.

‘The police found Venkatesh’s decomposed bo-
dy and informed Ankamma. “I knew it was him.
He was wearing a vest and shorts. I knew it was
my boy though he had become unrecognisable,”
says Ankamma, her cheeks wet with tears.

While the medical officer from the Chengal-
pattu Government Medical College declined to
share the post-mortem report, the Puttur police
quoted the report and said that the stated cause
of death was “blunt force injury to the head by (a)
heavy weapon”. The injuries were “sufficient to
cause death in ordinary course of nature”.

At first, Muthu, his wife, and son were arrested
under the provisions of the Bonded Labour Sys-
tem (Abolition) Act, 1976; the Child Labour (Pro-
hibition and Regulation) Act, 1986; the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act,
2016; and the Scheduled Castes and the Sche-
duled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989.

On May 24, Deputy Superintendent of Police
G. Ravi Kumar, who probed the case, said Section
103 (1) (murder) under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanh-
ita, 2023, was also added to the FIR.

Bonded labour is a system where creditors
force debtors to repay debts labour. The
Act prohibits any person from making advances

It was my
fault that 1
accepted a
loan of
10,000 from
acreditor. At
the time, we
had no work,
no food, (Ill(l

water. Sﬂ 1
took the

money

KOTTAIAH
Former bonded
labourer

under, or in pursuance of, the bonded labour
system. It also prohibits compelling a person to
render bonded or forced labour. Ho\vever. the
practice continues till date, say activists.

A debt that cost a son

Sitting on a flat rock outside Reddy’s house on
the outskirts of Thurakapalle village, Ankamma
cries softly. Thurakapalle is 8 km from Duttaluru
town. A narrow muddy pavement leads to the vil-
lage. The silence of the surroundings is broken
by the crowing of roosters.

Reddy’s house stands in the midst of a vast ex-
panse of lemon orchards. Ankamma and her
husband Prakash get paid 15,000 a month for
taking care of Reddy’s 12-acre orchard, tending to
10 buffaloes, and doing other odd jobs for him.

Ankamma and Prakash do not have a house.
“This is home,” she says, pointing to a small hut-
like structure, perched precariously on four logs.
The logs are covered on top by a tarpaulin sheet.
There is just enough space for them to sleep.

‘When Reddy is around, Prakash and Ankam-
ma sit on the ground. “They are Reddulu (Red-
dys). They are ‘big’ people,” Ankamma says with
a reverential tone. She believes that what hap-
pened was all her fault. “We will not leave Siva
Reddy until our last breath. We had left him to
work for Muthu and that is why this happened to
us. From now on, we will be loyal to him.”

Two years ago, Ankamma and Prakash went
to work for Muthu after Ankamma’s mother told
her that he may pay more. Taking an advance of
5,000 from Muthu, they began taking his
ducks for grazing. Though he promised them a
salary of ¥24,000 a month, Muthu did not give
them anything more than the advance amount.

The couple slept in the fields under the sky.
They often stayed awake at night, fearing snakes
and scorpions. They moved from place to place
every week, foraging for feed. They offered to re-
pay the debt in instalments, but Muthu refused.

Ankamma has three children from her pre-
vious marriage — Chenchu Krishna (15), Ravu

Lakshmamma (12), and Venkatesh. When her
first husband died last year, she and Prakash left
for Guduru, near Tirupati district, for his final
rites. When they did not return, an enraged
Muthu went in search of them. He took Venka-
tesh away, saying the boy was ‘collateral’.

“Everyone says we will get some cash (com-
pensation),” says Ankamma. “But we will not de-
mand anything except justice for my son.”

The Central Sector Scheme for Rehabilitation
of Bonded Labourer - 2021 states that immediate
financial assistance of up to 330,000 is guaran-
teed to individuals rescued from bonded labour.
Once the accused is convicted, the aid can go up
103 lakh, depending on the severity of the case.

Ravi Kumar, the administrative officer at the
Revenue Divisional Officer’s (RDO) ul‘h i
lurpeta, the Tirupati admi
dering providing a housing site and compensa-
tion to the family. Satyavedu falls under the
purview of the Sullurpeta RDO.

Activists say the administration should also is-
sue a ‘release certificate’ to Ankamma'’s family.
“Release certificates can be issued only to those
in bonded labour. Technically, only the boy was a
bonded labourer. Since he is dead, the family is
not eligible for the certificate,” Kumar explains.

‘Poor, unlettered, and fearful’

Andhra Pradesh is both a source and a destina-
tion State for bonded labour. “The problem is not
as prevalent as it used to be, but many cases do
not come to light these days. In addition to mi-
grant labourers from Odisha, Madhya Pradesh,
West Bengal, and Chhattisgarh, the most margi-
na locals fall prey to the system,” says Raavi
Sunil Kumar, convenor of the Vetti Vimochana
Coalition, a group of NGOs working on bonded la-
bour issues. According to data compiled by the
group, 402 people have been rescued from bond-
ed labour in the State from January 2023 to date.
Most of them, including Ankamma, belong to the
Yanadi community.

Areport from the National Commission for De-
notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes, pu-
blished in 2008, says the Yanadis are one of the
59 Denotified Tribes and 60 Nomadic Tribes of
Andhra Pradesh. As per the 2011 Census, there
were more than 5 lakh Yanadis in the composite
State of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.

Noorbasha Babavali, a research assistant at the
Centre for Study of Social Inclusion at Andhra
University in Visakhapatnam, says the Yanadis
are extremely poor. Only 35.35% of them are let-
tered. “They have been exploited as they don’t
know about the legal system. Their fear of society
keeps them away from the mainstream. They
don’t own any assets and stay on the canal bunds
and in hilly areas.” Ankamma says she did not
know that vetti chakiri (bonded labour) is illegal.

“Many Yanadis do not open up to strangers
even if they are offered help,” says Ch. Venkates-
warlu, a Yanadi leader from Alluru, a village near
Ongole in Prakasam district. “Unlike Ankamma,

Katti Kotaiah, 56, who also belongs to the Yanadi community, escaped the clutches of his employer at Chilakaluripeta town. Kotaiah and his
wife Katti Gangamma (in the centre), depend on fishing for their livelihood these days. G.N. RO

A Nine-Year-Old Bonded Labourer
U il |TeT T TYHT AIqT

A duck farmer was arrested last week for keeping a child from Andhra Pradesh as

‘collateral’ for a loan and later killing him in Tamil Nadu.
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s bonded labourers un-
der different employers, says Kotaiah.

He says their job was to cut Subabul logs, used
primarily in the pulp and paper industry. He and
his wife cut two tonnes of logs every day. “In a
week, if we cut 14 tonnes, we would get 21,500,
he says. As per current rates, a worker is sup-
[x)sLd to get around ¥500 for cutting one tonne.

“These jobs were always fine in the first five
months. Then, our employers would not give us
wages daily. They would give us just 31,000 a
week. We had to work even when we fell sick.
They restricted our movements,” he says.

Kotaiah says a policeman asked him to leave
the employer during the pandemic. “But I told
him that 1 owed my employer ¥2 lakh.” he says.
Kotaiah sold his house, received as part of a go-
vernment scheme, for 21 lakh to clear the debt.

It was only when Kotaiah's friend died that he
decided to leave. “We told our employer that we
have to vote in the election (June 2024). He let us
0. We never went back, despite warnings.” This
year, too, the employer created a ruckus in Alluru
demanding that they all come back, he recalls.
District officials of Prakasam intervened and gave
the family protection and release certificates.

Venkateswarlu says that while the government
hands out release certificates to survivors, the
rehabilitation takes place so late in some cases
that a few people, who find themselves without
land and work after their release from bonded la-
bour, go back to their old employers.

Today, Kotaiah lives in a spacious hut with a
sofa, cot, and cooler. He says civil society mem-
bers got him these necessities. Kotaiah sells fish
for a living. “Some days, I get 200 and some
days I make ¥400. Today I got only 2100. But at
least no one is torturing us,” he says.

No action plan in place

“Apart from duck-rearing units, bonded labour
cases are reported from areas where Subabul is
grown extensively,” says Ramesh, who belongs to
the Rural Organisation for Poverty Eradication
Services, a registered NGO.

In duck-rearing units, children are mostly cho-
sen as labourers. “One has to be agile and quick
to stop the ducks from escaping. Duck farmers,
mostly Yerukulas (another Scheduled Tribe com-
munity), hire Yanadis to work for them. The con-
ditions are harsh, with no electricity and no
proper food,” says Ramesh.

In his report ‘Bonded Labour in India: Its Inci-
dence and Pattern’, former Jawaharlal Nehru Un-
iversity professor Ravi S. Srivastava says that the
Supreme Court directed all the States to collect
information on the prevalence of bonded labour
in India. The survey was held in 1996. No cases
were identified in Andhra Pradesh. However, the
government subsequently identified and re-
leased 37,988 bonded labourers till 2004.

“Since then, no systematic survey has been
carried out. Bonded labour persists both in the
agricultural and non-agricultural sector, alth-
ough vestiges of hereditary bondage only exist in
traditional sectors,” he says.

Of the 402 people who have been rescued in
the past two years by the Vetti Vimochana Coali-
tion, members say FIRs have been booked only in
seven cases. “There is no Standard Operating
Procedure or State action plan for the identifica-
tion, rescue and rehabilitation of bonded labour-
ers in Andhra Pradesh. On the other hand, States
such as Tamil Nadu and Delhi have a robust sys-
tem in place,” explains Kumar.

While the Bonded Labour Act provides for
punishment for up to three years, there is no data
on how many people have been punished. The
law mandates a district-level vigilance and moni-
toring committee to be in place. “This was
formed in Prakasam only last year,” Kumar says.
Offi of the Revenue, Tribal Welfare, Social
Welfare, and Labour Departments say they are
not sure which of them is responsible for enforc-
ing the Act.

“Itis imporlaul to identify bonded labour as
an ised crime,” says “The
government should have a nodal department to
deal with pre- and post-rescue operations. It
should also have a toll-free number for people in
distress. If there had been one, Ankamma would
not have lost her son.”

‘sravani.n@thehindu.co.in
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e Although bonded labour has been banned by law, activists say it continues to be
practised.

glellfoh ST HIAGIN oh! FIefeT GART FfaTere foham aram §, Aifehet Srdiendii3il &1 sheetl & T
Ig 3reft oft wafara &

Two Years Ago

g |Tel ugar

e Mannepalli Ankamma, a woman from a tribal community in Andhra Pradesh, took up a
job with N. Muthu, a 60-year-old duck farmer, who promised her ¥24,000 a month for
herding cows and working in his sweet shop.

37er g2 T Teh Ifeare Afem HAvATel AT ¥ 60 Tty qaw R v 7Y & @y
1 & foham, TSTe= 38 224,000 Hfer ATE a1 =R 3R THSTS T geled & Hee el T
arer e

¢ Ankamma took an advance of ¥15,000 from Muthu.
3ehTEAT 7 7Y & T15,000 Y 37fIrsr A o 2|

e When she failed to repay, Muthu took her youngest son M. Venkatesh as ‘collateral’
and later inflated the debt to ¥42,000.

SIS 9 Ig Teha oTEl olleT U1S, Al Y o 3H FaH BIC 9 UA. FHeer &l e @ foram 31k
g1 H Fof & T42,000 I o7 T

Last Phone Call
IfaH BT T

e On April 9, Ankamma spoke to Venkatesh on phone. The 9-year-old boy told her he
was taking care of ducks in Kancheepuram, Tamil Nadu.

9 el T IhTEAT o A F HleT TR ST | 9 WIel F T o T foh a dAfferang &
FTEA & TAGT HY SWHT HIIET |
e Ankamma promised she would come with 42,000 in two days and bring him home.

37RIFAT & dreT ThaT T ag &Y faaY & 242,000 T 3Tt 317 38 =X o Sirwel)

e Venkatesh said he had curd-rice for lunch, better than the previous day’s rice with
water.

dhe el of T foh 3 gIIeX H ggl-arael WM, S Wod e & qrelt areh arad & d9ga]
1|
e That was the last time Ankamma spoke to her son.

Ig YT oIS T ST HleT T AT/ AT 2AT|
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Buried by the River
sTaY foheTR WheTTT 31T

A week later, Asnkamma travelled 270 km to Satyavedu with cash, but Muthu refused
to take the money.

Teh HCATE SE; HehTaT 270 fohelt g Heaag wiche; AT Tg Y, oifehed Y o Fq A F TR
& feram|

She said he used casteist slurs and claimed Venkatesh had run away with his phone
and cash.

38 o & 7Y o sfogaes et &F 3R et i deheer et wie 3 4 AT amer
T

Disheartened, Ankamma returned home.

foRTer gl 3ihIFAT TR dile 37|

After a month without news, her employer Siva Reddy helped her file an FIR on May
19 at the Satyavedu police station.

Teh HEA deh 1S Ge of fAea TN 38 Aiforeh Rar g3 & 19 7% 1 gegag yfow a= F
WA fAY gof FI H 7AGE F

Police investigation revealed that Venkatesh died on April 12 at a private hospital in
Tiruvannamalai, Tamil Nadu, and was buried near the Palar river.

QiR ST & WA 3777 o deheer hr 12 3riter ahl affrerang & fovdesteret 7 va forsht

IS H 7Y £ 3N 38 TR e & I EHeArar 4|
Ankamma identified the decomposed body from his vest and shorts.

JeRIFAT o AT Y FATGE TSR & dTdo]e 3T FoirareT AR st & ggar |

Post-mortem and Legal Action

QREATSH 3R FTeAT FRETs

The medical officer didn’t share the report, but police said post-mortem revealed
“blunt force injury to the head by heavy weapon”.

Fafercar STftrerY & RUIE arst w761 &, eifshet giord & 37aR GFeAter & arar arar
R X R avg & weR T s an

The injury was sufficient to cause death, as per the report.

RATE & 317aR Tg 9le Hog & faw gaea o

Muthu, his wife, and son were arrested under multiple Acts, including the Bonded

Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976, Child Labour Act, 1986, Juvenile Justice Act,
2016, and the SC/ST Atrocities Act, 1989.

Y, 3TH Tt IR I FT 8 el & ded PR B ar, feet ayam Asgd
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3o sifafaaa, 1976, arer se srfafaer, 1986, Saese sifvew srfafaae, 2016, 3ik

THHEY/TEE FArER fAaror sfafage, 1989 anfaa €1
e On May 24, Section 103(1) (Murder) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 was also
added to the FIR.

24 S FT ARAT 71T WigdT, 2023 T GRT 103(1) (&) 3 THITEIR H D 78|

Bonded Labour System Still Exists
SYHT A 1T 8t S

e Bonded labour is a system in which creditors force debtors to repay loans through
labour.

YT ASGIY Teh THT YOTTell & T H AR Fot Tl & fAT Al 1 Aorql) 73 F faw
HAGY FIA ¢

e The law prohibits any person from making advances under this system or forcing
anyone into bonded labour.

HTefeT o ITAR et it safera 1 3w yomel & aga 3rfrer Uiy o o et Y aegam
A & forw ATy we yfasdfea 8

o Despite the legal ban, the practice continues, according to activists.

FTeTeit afaaer & STaelg TE TUT 3T $t AR §, VAT FRISATHT FT FEe ¢

A Debt That Cost a Son
TS Fof foTder a¢ Y ST o off

e Ankamma sat crying softly on a flat rock outside Reddy’s house on the outskirts of
Thurakapalle village, which is 8 km from Duttaluru town.

3eh AT YIHTeell ATTd o STEL Solleh 3 T IG3T & B o 16T Ueh HAT el T
IETT A & AT, it Ses FEa A 8 ety g B

e The road to the village is a narrow, muddy path, and the silence is broken only by the
crowing of roosters.

311 Teh T IECT TR 3R TS 97 8, 3R agT hT @A bl Sherel a1t ohT F19T ISl B

e Reddy’s house is surrounded by vast lemon orchards. Ankamma and her husband
Prakash earn 15,000 a month for taking care of his 12-acre orchard, 10 buffaloes,
and doing other odd jobs.

YgST &1 B IR 3R et st & amamm=it @ for &1 37T 3R 3e7eh 9fey wenrer Y 358 & 12
TH3 & a5, 10 A9T 31T 37 ore-Ae F#AT F [T 15,000 9fa 7A€ Fed &

e They do not own a house. Ankamma pointed to a small hut-like shelter on four logs
covered with a tarpaulin sheet, saying, “This is home.”

3oToh T 39T € o781 § | 3heAT o IR WHT 91 fehr Ueh DIy IY sius) & 3R S2URT X
§U eT, “TeT GHANT B 7
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e There’s only enough space to sleep, and when Reddy is around, they sit on the ground
out of respect, as he is a “Reddy” and a “big man,” according to Ankamma.

SIST 7 hael Aol 3T T 51918 &, 31T ST IZ38T MU 8id ¢ af I STl ) 8&d ¢ Fifh
3eFAT & ITER a8 Tah ‘Y38 3 a3 e g

 Ankamma blames herself for what happened and vows never to leave Siva Reddy
again.
3ehEHT & Y SH T o Tl S el 8 3R e @ieh § fob 31a & T8ar 3587 &l sl =7gh
B

e Two years ago, they had gone to work for Muthu, after Ankamma’s mother said he
would pay more. They took an advance of ¥15,000.
al HTT Ugel I HY & g1 1 At AT A ATk 3eheT 1 AT oF gl AT fob g1 wer 3
fAreieT| 3=gier 215,000 S vsard A o A7

e Muthu promised ¥24,000 per month but never paid anything beyond the advance.
Y 1 ¥24,000 If AT A 7 aeT AT AT, Afhed TSI & 3Helldl FS g1 |

e They sleptin the open fields and stayed awake at night fearing snakes and scorpions,
moving place to place every week.

d gl Wl # AT & 3R AI9-fSegail & 3T 8 AT 3R STH7d &, 8T gl Teh o118 A g8
STE ST |

e They offered to repay the debt in instalments, but Muthu refused.
3ogiel Shol Tehecil 3 GohTol chT RIS T, WAfehel HY o geleh Y feram|

e« Ankamma had three children from a previous marriage — Chenchu Krishna (15),
Ravu Lakshmamma (12), and Venkatesh.

3erAT T Tgell ATET A et Wellet AT — <A F0IT (15), TG TEHFAT (12) 3R e

o After her first husband died last year, she and Prakash went to Guduru for the final

rites.
ST el ATel 3e7h Tgel afct BT Fcg g, Y 3R 3R TR g% 37 FEPR & farw
|

e When they didn’t return, an angry Muthu came searching for them and took away
Venkatesh as ‘collateral’.

ST & T 761 3TV, Al ARTST H{Y 3o Wiotel 3T R JHEA 1 ‘FAGAS & &9 H o 37|

o Ankamma says, “Everyone says we’ll get some cash (compensation), but we only want
justice for my son.”

3T FE 6, “TX HIS 6 16T & 199 61 TO AIHTAAT (AN, oifhed 5o R 370 S &
fore = arfigw)”

e The Central Sector Scheme for Rehabilitation of Bonded Labourer - 2021 assures
immediate financial assistance up to ¥30,000, and up to ¥3 lakh after conviction,
depending on severity.

o33 ATW & ToAary F AT Fr AT - 2021 & g T30,000 TF Y ATchiferd T
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Ravi Kumar, the administrative officer at the Sullurpeta RDO office, said Tirupati
administration may provide a housing site and compensation.

A FAR, ST Geoder IR FRTerT & gerafas 3R €, a et fa faeafa gerae
T #f3r AR I & W AR @I

Activists say that the administration should issue a ‘release certificate’ to the family.
AT FIRISATIT FT FgeT & b TMET & IRAR FT “ReT$ yATOTGT o1 =Nigw|

But Ravi Kumar says only bonded labourers are eligible for this certificate, and since
the boy is dead, the family is not eligible.

QifeheT I AR o 3THR Tg THATUTTS Shalol ST AAGU bl T&AT ST 8, 3R e Tgaht
A T ¢, TRAR 6% 91 7181 81

‘Poor, unlettered, and fearful’

i, srfafar 3k e

Andhra Pradesh is both a source and a destination State for bonded labour.
3TT 2T TYHT AT o FIT Uk W 3R T arreqr Ao a1l 6

The problem is not as prevalent as before, but many cases remain hidden today.
THTTT Ygof ST SATYH A8 &, oA fheT 37T & FE ATHS ATH o181 3T |

Migrant labourers from Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal, and Chhattisgarh
along with marginalised locals fall prey to the system.

3nfem, Aex w3er, afRed darne 3R SeiEere ¥ 31T Jard! Aofey 3R ¥ I ww as
AT 57 cgaTyT & RFR 81 §1

As per data from the Vetti Vimochana Coalition, 402 people have been rescued from
bonded labour in Andhra Pradesh since January 2023.

A FAAYET TS & TR, STAady 2023 { 379 ceh YT T H 402 et T FeLm
Holgll @ HaFd HIATIATE |
Most of the rescued individuals, including Ankamma, belong to the Yanadi community.

HeFcl IV 1T TR i1l TSIeTel JieneaT o A 8, ITeTret Fer T 4 8 |

Yanadi Tribe and Social Conditions

AT ST 3 Frfores Rufa

According to a 2008 report by the National Commission for Denotified, Nomadic
and Semi-Nomadic Tribes, Yanadis are one of the 59 Denotified and 60 Nomadic
Tribes of Andhra Pradesh.

2008 Y RANE & AR, ATATET 317ET T2 59 Fasgaret 3R 60 G STeraniaal # & Th ¢
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As per the 2011 Census, there were over 5 lakh Yanadis in the combined State of
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.

2011 T FNTAT & 3TAR, HYFcl T T A AT & 5 1@ F 3fArF Iy I
Only 35.35% of Yanadis are literate.
Sdel 35.35% ITAIET HIET &1

They live in extreme poverty, have no knowledge of the legal system, and avoid the
mainstream due to social fear.

3 3rcaflre T 7 @ B, FTgeY TOTTel Y SR 71 W 3N wrefa o & HRoT
HETURT W I B 8|

Many Yanadis live on canal bunds and in hilly areas, without owning any assets.
g ATATET Ag< F FeRi R g 841 7 W|a § 3R 37 ara i |afer s1gt gieir
Ankamma said she did not know that vatti chakiri (bonded labour) is illegal.
AT 7 el o 3¢ Tg et g1 AT fo ATEY afardY (Fefam Fargd) rder g

Many Yanadis do not share their troubles due to fear of employers.

FS ITAGT 39T fAASTHT F 3T T 37911 HHEITT HISAT AGT |

In one incident, two bonded labourers died due to electrocution in Palnadu district,
but their families still continue in bondage.

Teh Tl H rerelrg forer 37 &Y Fef3 Frorgl b1 frsrel e oot & #Hld 81 a1, Afehet 3o
qRER 37a 37 qET AT X W &

Kotaiah’s Escape and Story of Bondage

R A1 7 3R Fow A FEE

Katti Kotaiah, aged 56, from the Yanadi community, escaped bonded labour in
Chilakaluripeta.

56 T FEE FIEAT, ST AT FAGTT 4 8, o Frerara Rder 7 Sy Asrglt & amer e
He lived in Alluru, near Kothapatnam beach, where 400 Yanadis reside.

a6 FIYICEHA WHG A & UTH & oS aNa A B 8, STel 400 I W o |

His family of seven, including three children, worked as bonded labourers for 20
years to repay a loan of 10,000.

3eTehT ATt ANt T IRER, et dfiet == AmfAer €, @ 10,000 & F0T 1 gohlet o ferw 20
AT T TLIHT FTG |

The debt rose from ¥1,500 to ¥15 lakh over time.

GHI & G Fot 1,500 T TEH T15 A1 1 3737

The family was sold more than three times to different employers.

=g IRaR & dfieT a7 ¥ 318 TR Afeer afoawt wr a=r =)

They worked by cutting Subabul logs, producing two tonnes a day, but earned only
1,500 a week.

3egiel WATgel Y AR ISAT HICY, YSTTEAT &Y &, oAfehet 3¢ WeelTe 21,500 & fAera A
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e As per current rates, one should get ¥500 per tonne, meaning they were grossly
underpaid.

FAHAT X1 & IHTAR, Teh Tol W 500 fAeraTr =i, faad ag Tuse § o 3¢ Frohy v
$TITCTTeT fohaT T

o Employers reduced wages, withheld pay, and restricted movements.
ATforehl 1 dteT TeT T, $JITcTe AehT 3R HTETIH T Ak olanTg |

o During the pandemic, a policeman advised Kotaiah to leave, but he feared a ¥2 lakh

debt.
HEARY & RIS, T el «f HICAT T SIS T TlTg &1, olfdhe] I T2 A1 & Faf &
g

o Kotaiah sold his house (received under a government scheme) for 1 lakh to repay
the debt.

HIEIT o FIHRY FISTelT & gl AT 8 1 o H 9 2w Arfeh vl et Feh |

o After afriend’s death, he left, using the excuse of voting in June 2024 elections, and
never returned.

Teh GIEd T AN & d16 3e61a1 ST 2024 F AT H aIC ST FT TgTelT Aoy o3 fear 3R
aqw g Al

e This year, the employer came to Alluru, demanding their return, but district officials
intervened and provided protection and release certificates.

SH HTe, Alfereh eed® 3T 3R 3¢ a9 Jorr, dAfehet foram srfaaRal @ geaeia ¢ 3¢
& AR AFa yamorTs |

e Sometimes, due to lack of land and employment, freed labourers return to the same
employers.

elt-arelt STafter AR ASTR & 379TT & FFd Aorgy [ § 3¢t Afeahl & g dfle S ¢ |
Kotaiah now sells fish, earning ¥100 to ¥400 a day.
3T AT AN d°d §, 31 100 & T400 IS FHAT &

No Action Plan in Place

FI§ FTA A1l T80 &

o Bonded labour cases arise in duck-rearing units and areas with Subabul plantations.
AW G $H1BAT 3N FATGer & FTMAT F T FASAGI & HATH! ATH 377 &

¢ In duck units, mostly children are employed, especially by Yerukula families, in harsh
conditions with no electricity or food.
@ GTele H SATCICR Tedl 1 TeFell FHETT IR Hiser aRfeufaat 4 fasrel 3t sirsrr
& 4T 1 W @1 AT B

e As per areport by Ravi S. Srivastava, the 1996 Supreme Court-mandated survey
found no bonded labour cases in Andhra Pradesh.
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I oo, sitareas S R & 37AR, 1996 H Foler F1E g@rr srfaard aaror & mer waer
H IS ATHET AET 97T 3T

e However, the government later identified and released 37,988 bonded labourers till
2004.
glelifeh, AXhR o §Te; H 2004 TF 37,988 ST AT Y TgdTeT &l Se¢ HFd [HdT|

e Since then, no systematic survey has been conducted.

T § 37 O FI§ qAeYd FIRAT AT I &

o Ofthe 402 rescues by Vetti Vimochana Coalition, FIRs were filed in only seven
cases.

Jedl AT FSAT SaRT 402 HSTGI! Y AFA I 7 §, Hdel 7 AT 3 THITEN Go
g3l

e No SOP or State action plan exists in Andhra Pradesh for identifying, rescuing, and
rehabilitating bonded labourers.

3TET =T & ST HAGU HY TgaTe, T919 JR TG o fov Fi§ vasidt a1 Te7 Fr
ST 6T &

e Tamil Nadu and Delhi have robust systems in place for this.
affrerag 3k Reeh 7 56 fow #erqa sqawumd 8

e The Bonded Labour Act allows for punishment up to 3 years, but no data is
available on actual punishments.
ST A IrfAfaTer A et rer aF Y AT 1 TGN &, oAkl TS FT FIE HIFHST ITelet
T &

e Adistrict-level vigilance and monitoring committee is mandatory but was formed in
Prakasam only last year.
T e Fad AR afafa sifaard §, ofess yamas forer 7 I8 shae Rod a¥ 61|

o Departments like Revenue, Tribal Welfare, Social Welfare, and Labour are unsure of
responsibility.
TS, SAAATAT FHedT0T, AATTIF FHedror, 3R s T wF oFAgHT Tase 7181 ¢

e Bonded labour should be recognised as organised crime, and there must be a nodal
department with a toll-free helpline.

YT HSIGY T AT IR & §T H AIT (A AT 3R 8k forw veh Arser fasmer
3R SeT-5hY e glel AT

e Venkateswarlu said that if a toll-free number had existed, Ankamma would not have
lost her son.

dehcQaRe] o e foh TR SXA-SAY Ta EIclT, cif HHFHT Y HIAT AT AT @iaAT IST|
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In focus: According to an estimate, there are around 45,000 pre-schools across Karnataka, out of which about 20,000 are integrated pre-schools in government and private schools, permitted by the DSEL. FILE PHOTO
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Taking baby steps to
regulate pre-schools

The Department of School Education and Literacy, earlier this week, issued an order making registration
mandatory for all newly started pre-schools in Karnataka. But stakeholders tell Jayanth R. that more needs to

be done to regulate such institutions in the interest of children’s education and safety

xactly how many pre-schools are there

in Karnataka? The Department of

School Education and Literacy (DSEL)

has no accurate answer to this ques-
tion, thanks to the fact that there has so far been
no system in place for registering all pre-schools
in the State.

A lack of separate rules and regulations or a
consistent monitoring system has led to the
mushrooming of private pre-schools or early
childhood care education centres across
Karnataka.

While pre-schools running as part of govern-
ment and private schools are obtaining permis-
sion from the DSEL, most standalone pre-schools
are operating without any approval. In addition,
most of those run by corporates as franchise
schools and pre-schools too are operating with-
out a  monitoring
mechanism.

There have been alle-
gations that the govern-
ment or the DSEL has no
control  over  pre-
schools, and parents are
being exploited by way
of exorbitant fees, ex-
pensive textbooks, etc.
In addition, questions
have been raised about
the safety and protec-
tion of children.

Now, for the first
time, the Karnataka government has taken steps
to register all types of pre-primary schools, in-
cluding play homes, Montessori, and nurseries,
with objectives including child safety and stream-
lining of private pre-schools.

What the order says

‘The DSEL issued an order on May 27, 2025, stat-
ing that, as per the Karnataka Educational Insti-
tutions (Classification and Registration) Rules,
1997, pre-primary education means non-formal
education below the first standard for children
between the ages of three and five, whether
called play homes, Montessori, nursery, etc. The
department stated in the order that all “newly
started” pre-schools must be registered
compulsorily.

Trusts and school managements have been al-
lowed to apply before starting new private unaid-
ed pre-primary schools through the newly deve-
loped online module on the Student
Achievement Tracking System (SATS) portal.

Criteria adopted for registration to start a new
private unaided pre-primary school include hav-
ing a building with a carpet area of one square
metre per student, subject to a minimum of
2,000 sq. ft, preferably on the ground floor with
a playground, either owned or taken on lease for
atleast 30 years. In addition, the order states that
a building fitness certificate and fire safety clea-
rance certificates should be obtained from the
competent authority. Physical safety (infrastruc-
ture, health, and transportation), personal and
sexual safety, and social and emotional safety
should be ensured.

“From this vear, registration of all pre-schools

Thereisa
rule that
pre-schools
should be
started only
on the
ground floor
of a building
for the
safety of
children.
However,
many
standalone
pre-schools
are
functioning
on the
upper floors.

B.N.
YOGANANDA,
president of the
Parents
Association

Although the government has made registration mandatory for new

has been made mandatory. This order has been
sent to all district- and taluk-level officers, who
have been instructed to register all types of pre-
schools in their jurisdiction. Till now, there were
no regulations in the department regarding the
registration of pre-schools. We also developed a
separate module on the SATS portal for pre-
schools to register, and it is mandatory for all
new pre-schools to register,” says K.V. Trilok-
chandra, Commissioner, Department of Public
Instruction.

The Central Board of Secondary Education
has made registration of pre-schools under its ju-
risdiction mandatory from this academic year.

No clarity on numbers

According to an estimate, there are around
45,000 pre-schools across the State, out of which
about 20,000 are integrated pre-schools in go-
vernment and private schools, permitted by the
DSEL. However, the department does not have
information about the number of standalone
pre-schools, including those run as part of fran-
chise chains. Though some standalone pre-
schools are run after obtaining permission from
the DSEL, the department is not monitoring
them in any way, once permitted.

Now, although the government has made re-
gistration mandatory for new pre-schools start-
ing from 2025-26, there is no clarity on whether
these rules apply to existing schools.

There is now a demand from parents, educa-
tionists, and other stakeholders to issue compre-
hensive regulations or standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs) applicable to all pre-schools across
the State for the safety of children.

What are the demands

Stakeholders point out that many aspects, in-
cluding fees, are arbitrary in pre-schools. Alth-
ough the government has no control over fee fix-

pre-schools starting from 2025-26, there is no clarity on whether these rules
apply to existing schools. FILE PHOTO

ation in private schools, the rules allow for the
regulation of a fee increase of only 10% to 12% a
year. In addition, the details of the fees charged
by private schools have to be published on the
notice board.

However, since none of these rules apply to
pre-schools, a modest private pre-school in tier-1
cities like Bengaluru charges ¥30,000 to ¥50,000
per student a year. There are even instances of
big private schools charging 21 lakh to ?1.5 lakh a
year for pre-school admission.

“Pre-schools have become a big business now,
and they charge more than regular schools. Priv-
ate pre-schools charge huge fees in the name of
uniforms, textbooks, and other things. If parents
question this, schools tell them to enrol their chil-
dren elsewhere. That’s why the government
should bring in fee regulation for private pre-
schools,” said Tanuja M., mother of a pre-school
child and a bank employee in Bengaluru.

As per rules, there should be no fixed curriculum in

pre-schools. Children should have a play-based method of
learning, according to VP, Niranjanaradhya, development
educationist. FILE PHOTO

Safety of children and the absence of a child-
friendly atmosphere are also a concern, as many
of the standalone pre-schools in the State are be-
ing run in residential houses and commercial
complexes without any safety measures.

“There is a rule that pre-schools should be
started only on the ground floor of a building for

ing, speaking, reading, and finally writing. Im-
posing the writing method at the pre-school level
will affect the learning of children. Therefore, the
State government should take steps to implement
a curriculum that is applicable to all pre-schools
and is conducive to the overall development of
children,” says V.P. Niranjanaradhya, develop-
ment educationist.

Age limit violation

Some pre-schools are also found to be enrolling
children who are underage, violating the age cri-
teria, leading to problems later when they join
primary school.

As per the National Education Policy-2020, in
July 2022, the DSEL made it mandatory for the
completion of six years by June I for admission to
class 1. Accordingly, the age for admission to
Montessori was set at three years, for LKG at four
years, and for UKG at five. However, as a tempor-
ary step, the department relaxed the six-year age
cap for school enrolment for two years. Accord-
ing to that order, it was mandatory to follow the
age rule from 2025-26. But, despite the order,
most pre-schools continue to enrol children who
are under the prescribed age. Buckling under
pressure, the government recently postponed
the implementation of the age limit rule for ad-
mission to class 1 to the next year.

SOP for pre-schools

“Child protection is a fundamental right in the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child (UNCRC). The UNCRC talks of children’s
survival rights, developmental rights, protection
rights, and participation rights. In addition, ac-
cording to Article 39(e) and (f) of the Indian Con-
stitution, it is the responsibility of the State to
raise children in a healthy and meaningful way.
Even if the State does not run any institutions, it
should formulate guidelines or SOPs for those
who run institutions. There are no regulations re-
lated to the safety of children in pre-schools and
protection from exploitation and discrimination.
Therefore, in the interest of the protection of chil-
dren, the Karnataka government should bring a
comprehensive regulation or SOP for pre-
schools,” says Niranjanaradhya.

He points out that Section 11 of the Right of
Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act,
2009, focuses on pre-school education for chil-
dren. It mandates that the government provide
free pre-school education to children above the
age of three to prepare them for elementary edu-
cation and offer early childhood care and educa-
tion until they turn six. “The Karnataka Educa-
tion Act, 1983, has allowed the government to
regulate all pre-schools, including government
and private ones. Therefore, the State Education
Policy that the Karnataka government intends to
implement should at least make appropriate
rules regarding the regulation and management
of pre-schools,” he says.

New regulation welcomed

the safety of children. However, many
pre-schools are functioning on the upper floors.
Despite several complaints to the Education De-
partment in this regard, nothing has changed. If
any accident occurs, who is responsible?” asks
B.N. Yogananda, president of the Parents
Association.

No uniform curriculum

Another issue often flagged is the absence of a
uniform curriculum in pre-schools. Earlier, the
State government had implemented the ‘Chili-Pi-
1i” curriculum in the pre-schools under its juris
diction and in those in anganwadi centres. It has
now been updated as ‘Chili Pili-Plus’. However,
there is no uniform or single curriculum applica-
ble to all pre-schools in the State.

“As per rules, there should be no fixed curricu-
lum in pre-schools. Children should have a play-
based method of learning. Children are taught to
write right from the start in many pre-schools.
But language learning includes listening, learn-

Taking baby steps to regulate pre-schools

W-Fhel I AT FIe A fGem F sR-eR weA

The Department of School Education and Literacy (DSEL) recently issued an
order making registration mandatory for all newly started pre-schools in
Karnataka.

Faper fR1aT 31T waRET fAsmer (DSEL) ¥ g1er € v 3mder IRy R s setfes # ow
g1t are Feft T Tt & fore wsheor sifaard &1 fem aram
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the iated of
Schools in Karnataka (KAMS), an association of
private school managements, has termed the or-
der issued by the government on registration of
pre-schools as a good start.

“Although the State government had issued an
order on the registration of pre-schools in 2018,
the department has not implemented it. Despite
several appeals and protests, unauthorised pre-
schools have continued to mushroom. Since
there is no fee regulation, they are exploiting chil-
dren and parents. In many places, there is not
even a minimum infrastructure. Therefore, the
government has made the registration of pre-
primary schools mandatory from this year,
which is a healthy development. From now on,
all types of pre-schools in the State must be regis-
tered compulsorily. If they are not registered,
they will be considered unauthorised. IDs will
not be created in SATS for children in such pre-
schools,” says D. Shashikumar, general secretary
of the KAMS.

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

Page15



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

e However, stakeholders believe that more needs to be done to regulate these
institutions for the education and safety of children.

glelifeh, TEcTeehl o1 ATTaTT § o st hr Rrat 3 Fam & fov g deuri a1 fafaafaa
FL & forw 3refY 31X FgH I Y TTeTHAT |

Lack of accurate data
TP 3Th3T T FAT

e There is no accurate count of how many pre-schools exist in Karnataka due to the
absence of a registration system until now.

3 TR TSHIHTOT YOITRT 761 Gled & T Shallcen H fehclol WI-Fhel o, SHAT hIg Al HTHST
A8 gl

Unregulated growth of private pre-schools

foroht ft-well 1 rferarfe gefr

e The absence of specific rules and consistent monitoring has led to the mushrooming of
private pre-schools across the State.

Tt 3R AR farE @ gt & HRoT ¥ a7 # sl d-wgat #1 ol gefer
S &l

e While pre-schools under government and private schools have permission, most
standalone pre-schools operate without any approval.

STET TN 3R foslt Fpell & 53 M-Fhell ot gty TAel &, 3t rftrprer wae f-ver
e el sl o wrer @ B

e Many corporate-run franchise pre-schools are also functioning without monitoring
mechanisms.

&% hIaRT HaTferd argelt W-Fher off foaar Y ferredt yorrelt & wenford g1 @ &

Concerns raised by parents and public

e There are allegations that the DSEL has no control over pre-schools and that parents
are being exploited with high fees and expensive textbooks.

U IR § T DSEL &1 M-l o) 1§ farzg=ror 718t § 3R arfdrsmasnt & arftr g 3l
AgeN frarat & SIRT oo g T &
e There are also serious concerns about children’s safety and protection.

Soat &Y FI&T I FIRT0T T ol o 38R R £
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Government's first steps towards regulation
WEHR R fafagaer $i fgam & ggen Fea

o For the first time, the Karnataka government is moving to register all types of pre-
primary schools, including play homes, Montessori, and nurseries.

TEell A, Fetlcah TR T TR & f-arsad Tl S o oo g, Afead il e
USHTehTOT et Sh T&RIT 3 31T 5t &

e The objectives include ensuring child safety and streamlining private pre-schools.
S8 3l A el Y gaT ARTd w1 3R s -l F gegafeyd Hyan
enfAer &1

Details of the new order

ST 3Teer T faaor

e The DSEL issued an order on May 27, 2025, under the Karnataka Educational
Institutions (Classification and Registration) Rules, 1997.

DSEL ¥ 27 #§ 2025 &I Feilesh AaTT0rh TEATA (Feifenior iR gshieor) fA=eT, 1997 &
dgd Udh TS SR foha|

o It defines pre-primary education as non-formal education for children aged 3to 5
years, including play homes, Montessori, and nursery.

5@ W-argadt Rem 1 3 & 5 T Y 31 & Tt & T oA et & &7 7
gRenfa forar arm &, T9as o 1o, AReEd i =i enfaer &1

e The order states that all newly started pre-schools must register compulsorily.

3T # gt 1T & fob Faft 7w -l Y rfarars w0 & gt e giam|

Application process and criteria

HTaee Ifhar 3R AEEs

e Trusts and school managements can now apply through a new online module on the
Student Achievement Tracking System (SATS) portal.

3 TEC 3R Fopel Jatrel SATS G W ST 1T JHieTellsed AISYE o ATCIH § 3T Y
e
To start a new pre-school, the institution must have:

U 41 N-Fh Y& A=A & AT TFu F 9w Fr=faf@a ger afge:

e Abuilding with at least 1 sq. metre per student, and minimum 2,000 sq. ft area,
preferably on the ground floor.
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YA% O & AT 7 @ 71 1 79t #leT 3R Fo AR 2,000 T Fe H7 819+, S
T fA®ar & A33 FaAR W &
e Aplayground, owned or leased for minimum 30 years.
A FT AT, S g+ 30 st & fore fFme ar warfaea 7 81
o Fitness and fire safety certificates from competent authorities.
FaTH TARINAT & $aeT Y e 3R v AwE yAoT9T |

e Assurance of physical, personal and sexual, and emotional safety.

sife, safeaera sik die, 3N saeTens geaT HT g fRaddr|

Implementation status

FRTaIT T feufa

e According to K.V. Trilokchandra, Commissioner, Department of Public Instruction, all
district and taluk officers have been instructed to register all types of pre-schools.

K.V. Preltaes, Hrdaifaie &er fastmer & 3mgerd & 38R, |aft forem 3t areer
IrfrIRET &1 -Fepell & doiienyoT &7 A& feam am &

o A separate module on SATS portal has been developed, and registration is
mandatory for all new pre-schools.

SATS Ul TR Uah HeldT A fashiad forar 31m § 31X woft e -wpail & fore gaftanor
Ffrard g

e The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has also made pre-school
registration mandatory from this academic year.

Frr ATeafAs Ram a1 (CBSE) = 3 58 Aa10F av I o-Fapel Gafapor srfaardy ¢
fear gl

Lack of clarity about existing schools

HiS[aT Tl F dHT FISEAr A1

e There are an estimated 45,000 pre-schools in Karnataka.
hetlceh & ofaT$1aT 45,000 W-Fel g1t I AT & |

e Out of these, about 20,000 are integrated with government and private schools and
permitted by the DSEL.

SoTH @ STe7T 20,000 -Fer, FIHAY 3 fsh Feil @ 93 & 31 DSEL & 3regAfa e
gl

e However, DSEL has no information on the number of standalone or franchise pre-
schools.

gTelifeh DSEL & UTH Faad AT $rarget Si-Fahell 1 H&AT AT FI§ ATTFN 181 5|
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e Though some standalone schools have permission, the department does not monitor
them.

glelieh o TS Teheil bl HeTATT AT B, wHfehet fsmmar 3avhy fvarredt 18t e
e Currently, registration is only mandatory for new pre-schools starting from 2025-
26, and it is unclear if the rule applies to existing schools.

TAHATT H, 2025-26 F Y g AT AT Hi-Fell & forw &) gofiewor sifard § 31X 78 Fose
et ¢ T T forer Aleper Taell 9X @y gYar & 47 e

Call for comprehensive regulations

19 gAY Y AT

o Parents, educationists, and stakeholders are now demanding comprehensive
regulations or standard operating procedures (SOPs) for all pre-schools to ensure
children’s safety.

319 31farerraeh, fRreTTae 3R Eaure aeal i gRat & forw it f-rgal w aep @ are
TS AT AT AAF FATeT TiHATHT (SOPs) & AT FT @ &

Demands of Stakeholders Regarding Pre-schools in Karnataka

Fettean A WI-FFell P AFT R Y AT

Arbitrary Fee Structure in Pre-schools
W-Fhell 7 AFATAT Yo raT

e Many stakeholders highlight that fees and other aspects in pre-schools are arbitrary.
&% RAUR T§ a1 § T N-Fepoll 7 e 3R 3T g 7aAR & |

¢ While private schools can increase fees by only 10% to 12% annually as per current
rules, these rules do not apply to pre-schools.

Tl AlofeT AT 3 3TAR ol el Haer 10% & 12% o & e J¢T Tohel &, I&T I
foraret f-Fapeil TR amy AE A

e Pre-schools in cities like Bengaluru charge 30,000 to 50,000 per student per year;
some elite schools charge %1 lakh to ¥1.5 lakh.

SaTeLe S Mgl & Hl-Fepet 30,000 & 50,000 it Y Yy o1 deh oid &; $© 73 Thot T

A" / ¥1.5 919 IF TG o

o Parents complain that these charges are taken in the name of uniforms, textbooks,
and other items, and if questioned, parents are told to leave.

FATT-FreT R 3 § 7 3 e gfawied, framd 3t ser At & a7 o ager o €,
31 319R |aTeT 31T ST A Fohel 3¢ oal el 3N aTTEel et 1 FHgell g
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Lack of Safety and Child-friendly Infrastructure
& AR qTeT-3reTer LT Y FAT

Many standalone pre-schools operate in residential buildings and commercial
complexes without safety measures.

s T WI-Eehel ITATHIT s7aat 3R sATaaTias TRERT 7 faar geat 39t & word &
There is a rule that pre-schools should function only on ground floors, but many run on
upper floors, risking child safety.

Teh foiard & T -Fapel el AM33 FAR W ol AT, dAfehet g o Afralt o¥ ganfera
g1 3% &, foreer areat & geat @ 7 usd B

Despite complaints to the Education Department, no action has been taken.

mﬁmﬁa%%mﬁa;amagaﬁéméaﬁgé%‘l

Absence of a Uniform Curriculum
T FHT TISTHA $H Fqaedfad

There is no single curriculum across all pre-schools in the State.

T & Hel N-Fepell 7 FI$ UF FATT TIGTHH T3] 761 o |

The government’s ‘Chili-Pili’ curriculum was implemented only in anganwadis and
government pre-schools and updated as ‘Chili Pili-Plus’.

THR HT Rre-Rel ITaHA Haer AT AR TRARY H-Fhell 37 A g317 3R 31
s ‘Rrelt-Rrelt o 3 319se fohar s g1

Rules recommend a play-based learning approach, but many schools start writing
from the beginning, affecting children’s learning.

oAt & 3eTaR @ 3merRea et geufay srere @i, Afthe 8 Tl # qE A8
forgaT R sirar &, 5w seat Hr dger v ufshar wsniaa g &1
Experts demand a uniform, child-centric curriculum for holistic development.

I Uk TAT, aTer HET ITSAHA 1 ART X I3 & dTfeh Seal T THT AT g aehl

Age Limit Violations in Pre-schools

W-Tell 7 I AT SeeEe

Many pre-schools are admitting children below the minimum age, which creates issues
during Class 1 admissions.

&S WI-Teho! FgTaH Y W F Teal ! ST S @ 8, ToT0d F&1 1 & Jaer & FH77
THEATY g § |

As per NEP 2020 and the DSEL’s 2022 order, children must complete 6 years by June
1 for Class 1 admission.
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St T 1 T aF 6 a¥ Y JY T gl A1

e The age criteria are: Montessori - 3 years, LKG - 4 years, UKG - 5 years.
Y ATGS §: AlecqY - 3 T, Terahal! - 4 T, Faboll - 5 T

o Despite these rules, most pre-schools continue to admit underage children, and the
government recently postponed implementation of the age rule to next year.

o1 Tl & aTasye eIl M-Fehel Fa AT & Seal I ST & 6 8, R THR o gTel
8 H 38 Y foiad & Frareager Y 3rrak 9§ a Tt fear g |

Need for SOPs and Regulation
T3y 3 RfATHeT A smaegwar

e The UNCRC and Article 39(e) and (f) of the Indian Constitution mandate child
protection and care.

FUAHIIRH 3R SR AT 7 AHeTedT 39 (e) 3N (f) Tt v gt 3R Swsrer
AR & T &1 A &

e There is no SOP or regulation for safety, exploitation protection, and non-
discrimination in private pre-schools.

TS Sh-Fepeil 21 sreal <hT e, AoT & Fa1T 3R AT F FWEI0T & fow g Tasrd ar
RfAgseT g 8

e Section 11 of the Right to Education Act, 2009, mandates free pre-school education
for children above age 3.

fret 1 3fFR rfAfA7e, 2009 I 4RT 11 & TEd 3 ¥ § HAF I3 & Tt & AT
for-qes -t et 3faard &

e The Karnataka Education Act, 1983, empowers the State to regulate both
government and private pre-schools.

FeAtea T HfAfATw, 1983 Uo7 AT 1 FLFrt AR sl St or-wgat & fafoasre
&1 3SR AT &

o Experts demand a comprehensive regulation or SOP for pre-schools under the
upcoming State Education Policy.

faQrwer ared § fo 3memed wrer Rvawr Af I h-Tepedl & forw wever Raferasrer ar vasid
T ST

Welcome for New Regulation and Mandatory Registration

T fRfATAs 3 3rfaard g &1 'E&wera
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o KAMS (Associated Managements of Schools in Karnataka) supports the government’s
new order for pre-school registration.

Felledh Thel ot HF (KAMS) o THR & AT N-Thel TAHIOT &2 7 G foham &1
e An earlier 2018 order on registration was not implemented, allowing unauthorised
pre-schools to flourish.

TEel 2018 H Y 3T&er &1 W] AET BT a1, fad st - S |

o Lack of regulation led to exploitation of parents and children and existence of poor
infrastructure in many schools.

farferzratet <A aft & sroT ATe-Rrar 3R Foet F1 AwoT g3 3R FS Tohell 7 gfAAy
i sl ol S TS|

e From this year, registration of all pre-schools is mandatory, and unregistered
schools will not get SATS IDs for children.

58 a¥ & weft oit-Taell T Gofteor Jrferard oY feam o B, 3iR Jrder Teil & sl
SATS 3mésT gt & sImwaft|
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Toll in Nigeria
flash floods
rises to 115,
say rescuers

IGS Paper I: Geography |

Agence France-Presse
MOKWA

Flash floods that ripped
through parts of central Ni-
geria have killed at least 115
people, an emergency ser-
vices official said on
Friday.

Teams of rescuers conti-
nued to search for missing
residents after torrential
rains late on Wednesday
through early Thursday
washed away and sub-
merged dozens of homes
in and around the town of
Mokwa, located on the
banks of Niger River.

“We have so far reco-
vered 115 bodies and more
are expected to be reco-
vered because the flood
washed people into the
River Niger,” a spokesper-
son for the Niger State
Emergency Management
Agency said.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Toll in Nigeria flash floods rises to 115,
say rescuers

ATSSIRAT 7 91 & AL aral Y §&AT 115
gé,aﬂﬁa;ﬁ'q’fﬁw

Flash floods that swept through parts of central
Nigeria have killed at least 115 people, according to an
emergency services official on Friday.

AR $I Teh ATAThTel T HaT JTAFRT F AR,
ATESNRET F Aew FEA) & 1€ 3AeTF 916 A FA A FA 115
et Y SITeT o oY 81

. Teams of rescuers are still searching for missing
residents after torrential rains from late Wednesday to early
Thursday caused severe damage.

FUIR T W AR Y& h §§ HFAUR FIRLA & F1e; Aelr
franfRat 1 cremer 7 qE g 319 37 e gUE

. The rains washed away and submerged dozens of

homes in and around the town of Mokwa, which is located on
the banks of the Niger River.

g AR AT 44T & fohaT I} [T Alahar g 3R 39 3maary
gotall BRI Y 7T & 1§ 3R ga o

o “We have so far recovered 115 bodies and more are
expected, because the flood washed people into the River
Niger,” said a spokesperson for the Niger State Emergency
Management Agency.

ATST AT ITIST Yt TAHY & JaardT oF hal, "3d d 115 a
THE fhu 71T § 31 3R era fAersr Y 3merer & F9ifF a1 o aent
FI ATF AT H F8T TG gl
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Parliamentary panel to look into admission, job
reservation for Muslim OBCs in AMU, Jamia Millia

3refterg AR freafagarery i snfaar fafeear & gitas
el & fore arf@re 3T Atwdt 3 amator Ay S FA
gadrT afafa

. SC flags YouTuber’s ‘scandalous’ remarks against

senior judge
FHH FIE F MfAAT o1 & [@ed Jegar A1 Hrafaser+
feoqoft ux Fare o

. Chief of Defence Staff, top Pakistani General to attend

conference in Singapore

i 317w B%a Ferw 3R wifreare & o See TR
FFA A 9T ot

Centre asks States to raise enrolment in govt. schools

Fg o T F THR Theil # ATHATHT qgo1 HY Fgl

. Centre grants nod to Maharashtra CM’s Relief Fund to

receive foreign donations

g TIHEN o AFRISE HEAHA Ted FIV 1 el g1 v
FIA Y AT AT

Pakistan’s India War

qifShEdTsT ST TR e
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Parliamentary panel to look into admission, job
reservation for Muslim OBCs in AMU, Jamia Millia

GS Paper II: Reservation in
Minority institutions

NEW DELHI

A parliamentary panel on
the welfare of Other Back-
ward Classes will meet
with officials of the Educa-
tion Ministry and represen-
tatives of Aligarh Muslim
University and Jamia Millia
Islamia over measures ta-
ken by them to secure re-
presentation of OBCs in ad-
missions and employment
this June.

Meeting on June 13

The meeting schedule for
the Parliamentary Com-
mittee on the Welfare of
OBCs noted that on June
13, the above-mentioned
representatives of the Un-
ion Ministry and the mi-
nority institutions will be
expected to give “evi-
dence” on the measures

AMU has no reservation pollcy for admlsswns or employment based
on religion or socio-economic category. FILE PHOTO

they have taken to secure
the representation of OBCs
in their universities, both
in admissions and employ-
ment, along with measures
taken for their welfare.
Sources aware of the
agenda for the meeting
have told The Hindu that
the parliamentary commit-
tee intends to pursue a qu-

ota for Muslim OBC com-
munities within these
minority institutions, both
for admissions and in em-
ployment.

A member of the panel
told The Hindu, “The panel
understands that these are
minority institutions that
do not provide for quotas
for Scheduled Castes,

Scheduled Tribes, and
OBCs. But the question
that the committee feels
the need to ask is why
these institutions do not
have a specific quota for
Muslims who fall under the
OBC socio-economic
category.”

Currently, AMU has no
reservation policy for ad-
missions or employment
based on religion or socio-
economic category.

JMI has a reservation
policy for admissions un-
der which a 10% quota is
reserved for Muslim OBCs
and STs but does not have
a reservation policy for
SCs, STs and OBCs in em-
ployment as per a Parlia-
ment reply.

The parliamentary com-
mittee is currently chaired
by Bharatiya Janata Party’s
Satna MP Ganesh Singh.

While the AMU has no
reservation policy for ad-
missions or employment
apart from the quota re-
served for students who
have studied in schools run
by the AMU, the JMI imple-
ments a reservation policy
in admission to courses,
which was notified in 2011.

Quota in detail

As per the JMI reservation
policy available on their
website, the university re-
served 30% of seats in each
course for candidates who
are Muslims; 10% is re-
served for Muslim women;
and a 10% quota is re-
served for Muslim candi-
dates from either OBC or
ST backgrounds. Apart
from this, the JMI has quo-
tas earmarked for persons
with disabilities and inter-
nal students of Jamia.

Parliamentary panel to look into admission, job reservation
for Muslim OBCs in AMU, Jamia Millia

3reirere AR¥a freafaearery 3t s fafeear & givas
N F faw @ 3 AFd 7 smeror F s i Tl

afAfa

A parliamentary panel on the welfare of Other Backward Classes (OBCs) will meet

with officials of the Education Ministry, and representatives of Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU) and Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) in June.

3= Ao g9t (i) F Feamr ) afea ve wwd wiAfa s # Rra Fare, srefre

HiFer freafearey (vuay) sk snfaar fAfeaar seanfaar (seasms) & wfafafeat @

HelThTd HLA|
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e The panel will assess the measures taken to secure representation of OBCs in
admissions and employment in these universities.

TAT goT farafaererdr # af@er ik Ao # sl wfafafter glaaa & & fav
3BT 3T IYTAT T HedicheT HLa |

Meeting on June 13

13 ST I 45 gl

e The committee will hold its meeting on June 13, where officials are expected to provide
evidence of steps taken to ensure OBC representation and welfare measures.

GfAf T da 13 ST 1 g1, fores siftemRal @ s sfafafies g w ik
FEATOT 3UTAT I HIET T el el ITY&TT T 1S B

e Sources say that the panel is focusing on securing a quota for Muslim OBC
communities in these minority institutions for both admissions and jobs.
A & ITAR, VAT 31 Irevaeas aeumE 7 A Al aeert & fav afge sk
AT 7 HETOT AT el TR T hiced T BT &

e A panel member said that while these are minority institutions not bound to implement
quotas for SCs, STs, and OBCs, the panel wants to know why there is no specific
guota for Muslim OBCs.

Teh LT o Fgl foh 37l & A IcTHETS FEATT ¢ Toee oqd, vqel 3R 3 & fow

TRETOT T3] A T STEAAT G1 8, Afehet AIATT T STt <l & o AReerar et aat &

forw fay 3metor F4f 781

Current Reservation Policies

TAHTT TETOT AT

¢ AMU currently has no reservation policy based on religion or socio-economic
category for admissions or employment.

TUAY A TAATT A ¢ AT AT -3 A0f & IR o i@ a1 ARt & far a8
RaTor AfY 7A€
o JMI follows an admission reservation policy that includes a 10% quota for Muslim

OBCs and STs, but it does not implement reservation for SCs, STs, or OBCs in
employment.

ATHTE HF F1fTer Fr 3mator A § orest FREes e 3k e F AT 10% mator
A 8, cifereT AleRal # v, vady ar 3hH & fore F1$ 3mator amy 7181 71

Committee Leadership and Policy Details

afafa 6 aregarar 3R A fFaor
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The Parliamentary Committee is chaired by Ganesh Singh, BJP MP from Satna.
FaErT AfAfY I 3reerar Fae F dierdt grag aorer g F )

While AMU only offers quota for students who have studied in its own schools, JMI
implements a reservation policy notified in 2011.

TUAY Fael 37 BT HI IHRETVT T § [Segiat SHeb 37efieT Teoll 7 UaTS Y &, STafh
STHITE TS RETOT A 9] T § SAF 2011 7 rfrgfRra v o1s 2|

3IRETOT &7 faavor

As per JMI's reservation policy, 30% of seats in each course are reserved for Muslim
candidates, 10% for Muslim women, and 10% for Muslim OBCs or STs.

HCHIITS FY IRETOT A & ITAR, TAF TSTHA 7 30% HE AfFerer 37fgant, 10%
HqiFes Afgena, 3R 100 FiEew 3 a1 vwdt 3FIgaERt & fov sRfEa g

The university also reserves seats for persons with disabilities and internal students.

freafagarey Reamrsst 3R snaR® srEt & faw o @ 3mfaa Har gl

SC flags YouTuber’s
‘scandalous’ remarks
against senior judge

S Paper |I: Contempt of Court

e Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day took suo motu cogni-
sance of “scandalous, con-
temptuous and
defamatory” remarks
made by Ajay Shukla,
through his YouTube chan-
nel, about a senior judge of
the top court.

A three-judge Bench of
Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai, Justice A.G. Masih
and Justice A.S. Chandur-
kar said in a short order
that such remarks brought
the institution of judiciary
into disrepute.

Chief Justice Gavai said
free speech was subject to
reasonable  restrictions,
and making defamatory
and contemptuous com-
ments about a sitting Su-
preme Court judge cannot
be protected in the name
of freedom of expression.

Attorney General R.
Venkataramani and Solici-
tor-General Tushar Mehta
were present in the court
room.

Mr. Mehta said the com-
ments were grave in nature
and he was glad the court
had taken cognisance of
them. It was he who sug-

-—

Free speech is subject to
reasonable restrictions, says
CJIB.R. Gavai.

gested to the Bench to ad-
ditionally describe Mr.
Shukla’s comments as “de-
famatory and
contemptuous”.

The court directed the
“taking down” of the social
media post with imme-
diate effect.

Mr. Shukla’s YouTube
channel had recently post-
ed a video on Supreme
Court judge, Justice Bela
M. Trivedi.

The court issued notice
to Mr. Shukla, editor-in-
chief of Varprad Media
Private Ltd, a digital chan-
nel hosted on YouTube.

The Bench scheduled
the suo motu contempt
case after the vacations,
possibly in July.

SC flags YouTuber’s ‘scandalous’ remarks
against senior judge

g FIE F AT So1 & [@emd gegaw A
‘rafasrers’ ool @ w=me forar

The Supreme Court on Friday took suo motu cognisance of
“scandalous, contemptuous and defamatory” remarks made
by Ajay Shukla through his YouTube channel about a senior
judge of the top court.

YFHAN F GHIA FIE 7 HSTT YFT GFRT HYAT I ATl W oy
HETd & U aiss ~rTeNer & IR & &Y 718 "yl
HIATHATHS 3 AEIfAeRE Rouforal ) waa: g1 for

. A three-judge Bench of Chief Justice B.R. Gavai, Justice A.G.

Masih, and Justice A.S. Chandurkar stated in a short order that such
remarks bring the judiciary into disrepute.

HE&T wgrareiier 3. e, =refd s #dfE, 3R Farfd v
I T cfiet-arameiiert it dis & U AfEICT 3neer A Fa1 fF 38 R i
fecaforar =ameraTferet < gfcser i JHame Tgar &l

. Chief Justice Gavai said freedom of speech is subject to
reasonable restrictions, and defamatory and contemptuous
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comments about a sitting Supreme Court judge cannot be protected under freedom
of expression.

HET FArTHier 19$ A FHgl o rfReafFa i Taaaar W 3fa wfaer aepaa €, 3R
FRTA FHH FIE ST & AT ATAGHAFRE T FqATAATcHS feoaforat 1 srffeaiFa Fr
FIAAAT & TGl G&TT 761 Al o1 Hehel |

Views of Legal Authorities

Fefalt rfAFIRET A 7

o Attorney General R. Venkataramani and Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta were
present in the courtroom.

HEAIIATE! . FHeTATON 3R WIATHET Feel TR AgaT 1eTeid hel H 3uiEdd U
e Mr. Mehta said the comments were of grave nature, and he was glad the court had
taken cognisance of them.

it Fgar o Fgl fo feoaforar R wepfer i of 31 3egia gHetar STdTs o 3rarerd F 38 W
et form|

e He suggested that the Bench additionally describe Mr. Shukla’s comments as
“defamatory and contemptuous.”

3giel gaira o o drs al At geenn 1 feeafora s sifafRerd &0 & “Arerefasre 3k
HATAATCHS " ST ST AR

Court Actions and Orders

eTord Y FRATSAT 31T 3meer

e The court directed the immediate removal of the social media post.
3reTerd o Werd HfFAT dive 1 T gea i Ader few

e Mr. Shukla’s YouTube channel had recently posted a video on Supreme Court judge
Justice Bela M. Trivedi.

AT YT o JEI AeTel o gTeT &1 H FHeT HIE Y wArafed o vor. By o1 ve Az
e faRa am|

e The court issued notice to Mr. Shukla, editor-in-chief of Varprad Media Private Ltd, a
digital channel hosted on YouTube.

3eTeld & o IR TR U Bfdreer derer avve Af3ar ygae fAfdes & geg wues 5
QUFlT T Afew ST foham|

e The suo motu contempt case has been scheduled after the vacations, possibly in
July.

Ig TGd: HATT HIATAAT HTHST HAH1AT F a1, HeTaT: FeAT§ & ol S0
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Working closely with India
on defence, security matters:
New Zealand Deputy PM

!GS Paper II: India-New Zealand |

NEW DELHI

In the current era of “great
uncertainty”, New Zealand
has started working “more
closely” with India in the
fields of defence and secur-
ity, said Winston Peters,
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
of New Zealand here on
Friday.

Speaking at an event,
Mr. Peters gave an over-
view of his country’s fo-
reign policy, and said that
freedom of navigation in
the Indo-Pacific region is
“crucial” for New Zealand.

“During a time of great
uncertainty, instability and
disorder, we have taken
steps to work more closely
on matters of defence and
security with India. A re-
cently signed Defence
Cooperation Arrangement
will facilitate closer links
between our militaries,”
Mr. Peters said, speaking at
a fireside chat organised by

Winston Peters

the Ananta Aspen Centre.

Mr. Peters, who was
among the global leaders
who had joined India in
condoling the loss of lives
in the April 22 terror attack
in Pahalgam, said that se-
curity cooperation bet-
ween the two sides is in-
creasing. “The New
Zealand Navy is leading
Combined Task Force 150,
charged with securing
trade routes and counter-
ing terrorism, smuggling,
and piracy in the Indian
Ocean and Gulf of Aden,”
he added.

To deal with the uncer-

tain and unpredictable
conditions in the fields of
security and economy,
New Zealand has “reset”
its foreign policy and is
“significantly increasing”
its “focus and resourc-
es” on South and South-
east Asia, Mr. Peters said.
Describing India as a “geo-
political giant”, he said
that India has emerged as
an “indispensable security
actor in both regional and
global spheres. In the pre-
vailing international cir-
cumstances, he argued in
favour of giving space to
diplomacy.

“Since war and instabili-
ty is everyone’s calamity,
diplomacy is the business
of us all. We have observed
that at this moment in time
the ability to talk with,
rather than at, each other
has never been more need-
ed,” Mr. Peters said, argu-
ing in favour of safeguard-
ing rights of countries like
New Zealand that he de-
scribed as a “small state”.

Working closely with
India on defence,
security matters:
New Zealand Deputy
PM

T&TT 3R & Al &
HRA & 1Y gferss
AT qgitels & 39
TETAHAT

In the current era of “great
uncertainty”, New Zealand
has begun to work more
closely with India in the
fields of defence and
security, said Winston
Peters, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs of New
Zealand, on Friday.

TAAT GAT H TR
FfafRaaar &Sk & =giels
o R F AT T&T HR FIaT F
&t 7 3w Aevear @ ggahr
FAT Y& F AT 7, I§ 1

~qeitels & 39 geress 3R fager 7 favesr died  ear &t w21

e Speaking at an event, Mr. Peters gave an overview of his country’s foreign policy and
said that freedom of navigation in the Indo-Pacific region is crucial for New Zealand.

Wmﬁmgﬁmﬁmaerﬁ%rmwmwﬁmaﬂTW
o ger- AP &1 3 Afyaters it Fadar ~goiels & T Iedd Ageaqor |

e He said New Zealand has taken steps to collaborate more with India on defence and
security during this time of instability and disorder.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page29



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

3giel e [ 7ggiels o 30 IrTPuar i reaawuT & FHYT & AR & i &7 3 gram
W 3TAH TEAIT ol o Tl e 31T B |

o Arecently signed Defence Cooperation Arrangement will help build closer links
between the two militaries.

BTl & 3 gTaATeTR &I AT FAANAT SlAT 131 & i e Fay i Serar Sam|

o Mr. Peters was speaking at a fireside chat organised by the Ananta Aspen Centre.
Y fre3 HAar TR HeX ganT ITAfSd U BRIETSS 3T 7 §ia ) A

e« He was one of the global leaders who had joined India in condoling the loss of lives
in the April 22 terror attack in Pahalgam.
g 3+ 3RFH A3t 7 A & gl 22 e T TgeIA H §U AT g H ST
AT aTell & oI ST o AT e e fomaT 2|

o He said security cooperation between India and New Zealand is increasing.
3egieY FeT fo 8TRe 3R =aiiels & orar et wedhr 7 gefr ey Wrel

e The New Zealand Navy is leading Combined Task Force 150, which is responsible for
securing trade routes and countering terrorism, smuggling, and piracy in the
Indian Ocean and Gulf of Aden.

NS AT FYFT e BRE 150 &1 icfed X el 5, o1 166 HSHIR 3 37ae $t @i
# SATIR AT Y F&T IR ITcishare, TR 3R T o F fAuea B TFaery i@ @
gl

o To address uncertain and unpredictable conditions in security and economy, New
Zealand has reset its foreign policy.

& 3R 3refegavar A sfafReaa 3 srvenfra aRfFfal & Tues & fav, =ehds &
3+ fager Aife e Auifa frar €1

e New Zealand is now significantly increasing its focus and resources on South and
Southeast Asia.

=gtris 319 gfavor 3itv gaor-qd wfirar ox 3r9eT e sikt s wrhy 9T & §

o Describing India as a “geopolitical giant”, Mr. Peters said India has emerged as an
indispensable security actor in both regional and global spheres.

IR T " S TreTeilfeleh HETRITF" STl §U A el ¥ e fob R & 3iR dRaeh gt
TN R T ARG Y& FRF & &9 7 39 ¢

e He argued in favour of giving more space to diplomacy in the current international
circumstances.

3egiel adATe e aRkfeufat 7 wehfar #t srfte vurer &t & garera @

e He said, “Since war and instability is everyone’s calamity, diplomacy is the business

of us all.”
3-git ahgl, “Tfeh Joer AR 3rfPuar ga @it & T amruer 8, safov weadfa ga gl
EAREERIM

e He stressed that the ability to talk with rather than talk at each other is more needed
now than ever before.
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3ogiot S e o Toh-g@y W HaTE AT YT, ol THaThT Stert T ST, 31T &
AT H Ugel 8 el SI1ET ST g

o He also said that the rights of small states like New Zealand must be safeguarded.

3giel Ig ot e foh wgaitels ST BT A o ArfAHRI At grawm 1 sh =g

Chief of Defence Staff, top
Pakistani General to attend

conference in Singapore

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Barely weeks after the cea-
sefire between the two mil-
itaries following Operation
Sindoor, Chief of Defence
Staff General Anil Chauhan
and Pakistan’s Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Shamshad Mirza
will address parallel ses-
sions at the Shangri-La Dia-
logue in Singapore on
Saturday.

While the military lead-
ers are not expected to
meet, the four-day conflict
that broke out when India
launched strikes on terro-
rist infrastructure in Pakis-
tan, is likely to be one of
the issues discussed at the
conference, which is host-
ed annually by the Lon-
don-based International
Institute for Strategic Stu-
dies. French President Em-
manuel Macron gave a key-
note address on Friday.
U.S. Defense Secretary Pe-
ter Hegseth and Malaysian
Prime Minister Anwar Ibra-
him will address the confe-
rence on Saturday.

General Chauhan will
speak along with military
chiefs from Brazil, Germa-
ny, and Ukraine, and the
chief of the U.S.'s Indo-Pac-
ific Command at a panel on
“Defence Innovation Solu-
tions for Future Challeng-
es”, where the develop-

General Anil Chauhan

ment and use of drone
warfare, cyberware, and
artificial intelligence are
likely to be discussed.

In a simultaneous ses-
sion, General Mirza will be
part of a panel with mili-
tary counterparts and offi-
cials from Canada, Fiji, and
the Pacific Islands Forum,
speaking about “Regional
Crisis Management Me-
chanisms”.

In an interview to Reu-
ters on the sidelines of the
conference, General Mirza
said that troop levels at the
border had “almost come
back” to the situation prior
to the Pahalgam terror at-
tack. “This [conflict] low-
ers the threshold between
two countries who are con-
tiguous nuclear powers,”
General Mirza was quoted
as saying in the interview.
“In the future, it will not be
restricted to the disputed
territory. It would come
down to [the] whole of In-
dia and [the] whole of Pa-

kistan,” he said, calling the
situation a “dangerous
trend” and adding that Pa-
kistan is “open to dia-
logue™ with India.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry and the Defence Mi-
nistry did not comment on
the interview. On Thurs-
day, however, the External
Affairs Ministry had reject-
ed Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s sugges-
tion of talks, saying that In-
dia would only talk to Pa-
kistan about the return of
wanted terrorists and Pa-
Kkistani troops vacating Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir,
and no other talks are pos-
sible until Pakistan stops
supporting terror groups
on its territory. Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi said
in May that any terrorist at-
tack in future would be
seen as an “act of war” that
India would respond to.

U.S.’s new ambitions

Mr. Hegseth's speech on
the U.S.'s “new ambitions”
for Indo-Pacific security
will also be closely
watched at the conference
that brings U.S. and Chi-
nese defence officials on
the same platform. The
Trump administration’s vi-
sion for the Quad Summit
that India is hosting this
year will be significant.
(With inputs from

Devesh K. Pandey)

Chief of Defence Staff, top
Pakistani General to attend
conference in Singapore

it 3w B%a Fere JR wfdreaes &
ot Srerter IR WA A 81T At

Just weeks after the ceasefire that followed
Operation Sindoor, India’s Chief of Defence
Staff General Anil Chauhan and Pakistan’s
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General
Shamshad Mirza will address parallel
sessions at the Shangri-La Dialogue in
Singapore on Saturday. Although they are not
expected to meet directly, the recent four-day
conflict, which began when India conducted
strikes on terrorist infrastructure in Pakistan,
is expected to be one of the key issues
discussed at the forum.

o TOer Y & Te g3 JEUTATHA hael FS gl
gge & §31T T, 3R 379 9 & N 3T B e
Sterel 3tfarer Tige aur nifFeas & dee v 3w
TIF & AT el AeE At afear 1 R

# gIol dTel ATH-SAT STAAT H FHTATR Fal bl FEITET hal| glelifeh aloil Ao Tl v
AYElY FTHI Y FHTEAT T8 &, R & Ter & & g3 IR el wu, S 7Rl gamr
mﬁmmwmmma;maggmm S8 GFACT H YHE T T
e grem|

e The event is organized every year by the London-based International Institute for
Strategic Studies. On Friday, French President Emmanuel Macron delivered the
keynote address, while on Saturday, U.S. Defense Secretary Peter Hegseth and
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim are scheduled to speak.
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STl & | YHAR T 1T & Isguafer gAAquer At =1 FEa smor fem, 3ik afaar 1 srsRer
& Yo wRT fex 3Ry T2 AARNAT & T 3eaT SR 39w AR W

e General Chauhan will speak in a panel titled “Defence Innovation Solutions for
Future Challenges”, along with military leaders from Brazil, Germany, Ukraine, and
the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command. The panel will likely explore emerging themes such as
drone warfare, cyberwarfare, and artificial intelligence in military strategies.

o STete dtgret " srfasy Ay geMfaAt F AT W@ AarER FATE A Yorel 7 1T ol foree
3eTeh AT ST, SN, e, 3N AR $31-AbF FaA13 & Vo7 g o it giav|
Ig UeTel 3T Jor, WIS I, 3R FAT qeflrermr 5 3era fawai o < e

o At the same time, General Shamshad Mirza will be part of another session discussing
“Regional Crisis Management Mechanisms”, joined by officials from Canada, Fiji,
and the Pacific Islands Forum.

o U GHY, A ATHATE FAAT Toh e TF H H197 old) [T " &3 gahe yaereT af'
T gieft, iR s waret, fhstt, JuT HAReF mgelsd BRA & TSR off enfder giet|

e In a Reuters interview during the conference, General Mirza stated that troop levels at
the India-Pakistan border had “almost returned” to the state before the Pahalgam
terror attack.

o  TFEACH & SRIA JFeH & U 3T Tk AIETIehR H, FATel AT o FgT F sIRa-aifFeareT
AT I AT ARFT T TEAT "IN AT gH T Ugol ST FEATT & "orersrar dile 3
gl

o He warned that the latest conflict had “lowered the threshold” between the two

nuclear-armed neighbours, adding that future conflicts might affect not just disputed
territories but potentially the “whole of India and the whole of Pakistan.”

o 3ogial Adrae & foh Tg giferar e "aY wIAT] §RAR Wue gt et & d r der A
FAAR FIT & IR Fe1 o sifasay 3 Fod oo Rafea 8t o DfAa 761 o, afes
"o IR A T it Ffad &t wehel ¢

e Calling the trend dangerous, he also mentioned that Pakistan is open to dialogue with
India.

o 3eBio 38 U aeATs Ygfar 9o 31 &gt & uiféedrer dare & faw R g

e The External Affairs Ministry and Defence Ministry of India did not comment on this
interview.

e However, on Thursday, the External Affairs Ministry firmly rejected Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s suggestion for talks, stating that India is only willing to talk
about the return of wanted terrorists and withdrawal of Pakistani troops from
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

e It also emphasized that no dialogue is possible until Pakistan stops supporting
terrorist groups operating on its territory.

o  HRA F e AT 3R 8T FAET 7 3T ATETHR R Fi$ gfafshar 7€t & grenfs,
AR T FAQA FATT o IIRFEATT & TUTAHAT AT PG F qTeled & TEATd Y GRS

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page3 2

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

T U el oh 8T hofel TS ITcihariel i arad 3R areh rfpe FealR &
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39lt FTHNT 9T ATAHATEr HHGT FI AT 11 9 AGT HIT, A Ioh i oY Tt HHT 8T
gl

In May, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had declared that any future terrorist attack
would be seen as an “act of war”, and India would retaliate appropriately.

HE 7wt Al A o Svon i o & sfasa 7 w18 of et g gey F FE
AT ST 3R AR 3faa wfafhar ¢am

U.S.’s new ambitions for Indo-Pacific security

fég-wrerier guam & forw 3R it 73 AgcarFiaT

The speech by U.S. Defense Secretary Peter Hegseth outlining America’s new
ambitions for Indo-Pacific security is expected to draw significant attention. This
conference brings together U.S. and Chinese defence officials on the same platform,
highlighting the region’s strategic tensions. The Trump administration’s vision for the
upcoming Quad Summit, which India is hosting this year, is also likely to be an
important part of the discussions.

AR T8 wira e TRy Gar fe-wena JRam F fav AT fr 9 Agcarsiansit w
ST ST AT AT TIAY AT 3R HIEM| Tg FFATT AT 3R AT & T
FFOFIRAT 1 U & Ha I o1 &, TS &7 Wi fas geral 9 ea1e $iRd aar
SHS AT &1, TT YA 1 Fa1s RER Fee & faw gfte, 50 sva 3w af smafoa ¢
T 8, o7 I3 &1 Uk AgcaquT feear gt
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Centre asks States to raise
enrolment in govt. schools

Education Ministry flags increasing trend of students choosing private schools; it asks States such

as Uttarakhand, Telangana, TN. and A.P. to identify the root cause and take remedial measures

|GS Paper II: Education Sector |

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

lagging a “disturb-
Fing trend” of stu-

dents choosing priv-
ate schools over
government schools in at
least 11 States and Union
Territories, including Utta-
rakhand, Telangana, Tamil
Nadu, and Andhra Pra-
desh, the Union Education
Ministry has asked these
States to take “remedial
steps” to reverse the trend.

The issue was pointed
out to individual States in
Project Approval Board
(PAB) meetings held in
March and April this year
to consider the Annual
Work Plan and Budget un-
der the Samagra Shiksha
scheme for 2025-26.

In Telangana, for in-
stance, the PAB meeting
minutes note that as per
the Unified District Infor-
mation System for Educ-
tion plus (UDISE+) 2023-24
data, out of 42,901 schools
in the State, 70% (30,022)
are government schools
and 28.26% (12,126) are un-
aided schools. “Total en-
rolment in government
schools is only 38.11% (27.8
lakh) as compared to
60.75% (44.31 lakh) enrol-
ment in unaided schools,”

Student exodus: Centre says that despit

sl
e spending large amount

of money, govt. school enrolment is seeing a steady drop. AFp

the minutes note.

School Education Secre-
tary Sanjay Kumar ex-
pressed his concerns that
in spite of spending a large
amount of money, stu-
dents are moving away
from government schools.
He suggested that States
should make a sincere ana-
lysis of the root cause so as
to take remedial steps and
reverse this trend.

‘Govt. school brand’

A similar trend was ob-
served in Uttarakhand,
where enrolment in unaid-
ed schools has steadily in-
creased except for the pan-
demic period of 2021-22. In
Uttarakhand, the minutes
note, as per UDISE+ 2023-
24, out of 22,551 schools in

the State, 71.84% (16, 201)
are government schools
and 23.29% (5252) are un-
aided schools. “However,
total enrolment in govern-
ment schools is only
36.68% (8.7 lakh) as com-
pared to 54.39% (12.90
lakh) enrolment in unaid-
ed schools,” the minutes
state.

In Tamil Nadu, the Edu-
cation Ministry observed
that as per UDISE+ 2023-
24, 64% of government
schools in the State have
37% enrolment whereas
21% of unaided school have
46% enrolment. “In this re-
gard, State was urged to
build the government
school brand so as to in-
crease enrolment and
make best use of the availa-

ble resources,” the minutes
state.

In Andhra Pradesh, the
UDISE+ 202324 data show
that out of 61,373 schools
in the State, 45,000
(73.32%) are government
schools and 15,232
(24.82%) are unaided
schools. “However, total
enrolment in government
schools is 46.33% (40.5
lakh) as compared to
52.09% (45.53 lakh) enrol-
ment in unaided schools.
Enrolment trend during
2021-22 to 2023-24 suggests
that enrolment in unaided
schools is steadily increas-
ing,” the minutes state.

In Maharashtra, the
State’s Principal Secretary
for Education & Sports at-
tributed the reduction in
enrolment in government
and aided schools, from
over 1.63 crore students in
2018-19 to a little over 1.5
crore in 2023-24, to a data
cleansing exercise, using
Aadhaar verification.

Kerala’s Principal Secre-
tary for Education said a si-
milar exercise had been
done there as well, when
concerns were raised
about the reduction of stu-
dents in government and
aided schools, from close
to 46.37 lakh in 2022-23 to
45.50 lakh in 2023-24.

THell B Iotet 1 " FfaToers ggfor @ Rfgera frar g

Centre asks
States to raise
enrolment in govt.
schools

g A TS A
TIHRT Fel A
AT qe1a &I
Fgl

The Union Education
Ministry has flagged a
“disturbing trend” of
students choosing
private schools over
government schools in
at least 11 States and
Union Territories,
including Uttarakhand,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu,
and Andhra Pradesh.
FErT 8T FAATT A FA
q HH 11 TA1 3 g
AT gt &, AT ®r &
3T 31 wger A, oEl ganT
THRT Thall & qorry farsht

States have been asked to take “remedial steps” to reverse this trend.

Usdl & 38 UG &l 3eea & AT "FURTHF FEH" 36T ! el T & |

This issue was raised in Project Approval Board (PAB) meetings held in March and
April 2025 under the Samagra Shiksha scheme.

W@Wﬁtﬁﬂm%%mﬂﬁrﬁnzomﬁgmwaﬁ(ms)
ST H ISRAT AT AT
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Telangana Case
TSTTAT ST ATHAT
e As per UDISE+ 2023-24, out of 42,901 schools in Telangana, 70% (30,022) are
government schools, while 28.26% (12,126) are unaided private schools.
UDISE+ 2023-24 & 38R, delllT & el 42,901 Fell 7 & 70% (30,022) FIHRT Fhel
g, STafeh 28.26% (12,126) fasl (3rAATIaTITed) THed & |

e Only 38.11% (27.8 lakh) students are enrolled in government schools, whereas
60.75% (44.31 lakh) are in unaided schools.

% 38.11% (27.8 1) ©TF WIHRT THell A ATHIThd &, STeieh 60.75% (44.31 ¥TE) BT
forsit welt 7o §

e School Education Secretary Sanjay Kumar noted that despite large expenditure,
students are shifting away from government schools.

Fqer e §TRT Hord AR gl 3 A TS & FTasye o TAR) el @ g 8 W T
e He urged States to sincerely analyze the root causes and take action to reverse the
trend.

3giel AT A HeT FRON FT SATAGRT F faeerwor swver 3R ygfy &1 3eea & fAv wea
33TeT T hgT|

Uttarakhand Case
3ATES FT ATHAT

e In Uttarakhand, enrolment in unaided schools has steadily increased, except during
the pandemic year 2021-22.

3TTES 7 2021-22 Y AFHANY 3@ 1 Sisa, Al FHell # AR FeTaR T61 ¢ |

e As per UDISE+ 2023-24, of the 22,551 schools in the State, 71.84% (16,201) are
government schools and 23.29% (5,252) are unaided schools.

UDISE+ 2023-24 & 18R, I o 22,551 Fhail H A 71.84% (16,201) THRY 3R
23.29% (5,252) fsit (3raATeaaTTed) o ¢

o However, only 36.68% (8.7 lakh) of students are enrolled in government schools, while
54.39% (12.90 lakh) are enrolled in unaided schools.

glelifeh, sharel 36.68% (8.7 ATE) T AIHRY THell & 3T 54.39% (12.90 @) o fash
el H ATHI T & |
Tamil Nadu Case

aﬁam'g'aﬂm

e According to UDISE+ 2023-24, 64% of the government schools in Tamil Nadu have
just 37% enrolment, while 21% of unaided schools have 46% enrolment.
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UDISE+ 2023-24 & 38R, TS 7 64% AIHRY THeall A shael 37% AHAIRA ¢, STih
21% fasl THal # 46% ATHTERT ¢

e The Centre advised the State to build the government school brand to increase
enrolment and optimize resources.

&g o T T TSR] FHel 5 P! AL Hol, ATHIDT TgTet 3R FHTEAT F JgaT 94T
I FelTg & |

Andhra Pradesh Case
3TTST Y2 hT HATHAT

e As per UDISE+ 2023-24, Andhra Pradesh has 61,373 schools, out of which 73.32%
(45,000) are government schools and 24.82% (15,232) are unaided schools.

UDISE+ 2023-24 & 38R, 3111 9&2T & 61,373 Tl 8, ToleTd & 73.32% (45,000) FTHRY
el 3N 24.82% (15,232) f¥sht THer &

e Enrolment in government schools is 46.33% (40.5 lakh), while 52.09% (45.53 lakh) are
in unaided schools.

TIHR THell A ATHTReT 46.33% (40.5 o) &, STafeh sl Fhal # 52.09% (45.53 ¥19)
BERS

e Between 2021-22 and 2023-24, enrolment in unaided schools has been steadily
increasing.
2021-22 § 2023-24 % srel fAslt Tell 7 ATATRT MR 97 ¢ |

Maharashtra and Kerala Cases
HAERTSE 3T el FHT ATHT

¢ In Maharashtra, the Principal Secretary for Education & Sports stated that the drop
in enrolment from over 1.63 crore in 2018-19 to just over 1.5 crore in 2023-24 is due
to a data cleansing exercise using Aadhaar verification.

weRTSg # e 3R @ Remr & wopw wfta o &gr fh 2018-19 7 1.63 U5 & 2023-24 #
1.5 T ¥ Q3T 31 ©ET AT TG ITUR TG & TET ST Ye TR TfshAT & HROT
BTl

o Similarly, Kerala’s Principal Secretary for Education said a similar Aadhaar-based

process was conducted, leading to a decline from 46.37 lakh in 2022-23 to 45.50 lakh
in 2023-24.

T ORE, FIA & 8T TfRg o Fgr b a8r 9 3R IrenRa TAT SfhAT & dgd AR
2022-23 # 46.37 & @ ge&hY 2023-24 H 45.50 oI &Y 17|
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Centre grants nod

to Maharashtra CM’s
Relief Fund to receive
foreign donations

IGS Paper II: Governance |
Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry
has granted the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation)
Act (FCRA), 2010, registra-
tion to the Chief Minister’s
Relief Fund of Maharash-
tra, enabling it to receive
foreign donations for “so-
cial” programmes.

This is the first time that
a State government relief
body has been granted per-
mission to receive foreign
funds under the Act to sup-
plement financial assis-
tance to those affected by
natural calamities, major
accidents, communal riots,
terrorist attacks or those in
need of medical and edu-
cational help. The relief
funds of State governments
usually run on domestic
donations and
contributions.

In 2018, India had de-
clined foreign aid for Kera-
la flood relief.

The Maharashtra CMRF
is registered as a Trust un-
der the Bombay Public
Trusts Act, 1950, its web-
site said. It is managed by
the State of Maharashtra
under the chairmanship of
the Chief Minister, who ex-
ercises overall supervision
and control of the funds.

In 2018, India had
declined foreign
aid for Kerala
flood relief

According to a tender float-
ed in February, the average
number of transactions
handled by the CMRF are
between 1lakh and 1.5 lakh
per year.

PM CARES Fund

The Prime Minister’s Citi-
zen Assistance and Relief
in Emergency Situations
Fund (PM CARES) - set up
in March 2020 to tackle
distress situations such as
that posed by the COVID-19
pandemic - was exempted
from the FCRA provisions,
and a “separate account
for receiving foreign dona-
tions” was opened.

The Home Ministry reg-
ulates foreign donations
through the FCRA to en-
sure that such funds do not
adversely affect country’s
internal security. It is com-
pulsory to register under
the Act, first enacted in
1976, if an association,
group, or NGO intends to
receive foreign donations.
The 1976 Act was repealed
and replaced with a new le-
gislation in 2010. It was
further amended in 2020.

¥ FAFR HT fam 2|

Centre grants nod to Maharashtra
CM’s Relief Fund to receive foreign
donations

&g TIHR F AGRISE FEAHA T
P9 I fagel gt gred F F Al
dr

The Union Home Ministry has granted FCRA
registration (2010) to the Chief Minister’s Relief
Fund (CMRF) of Maharashtra, allowing it to
receive foreign donations for social
programmes.

FENT I[E AATIT A AGRISE F HEIHA A6l HIY
(CMRF) &Y FCRA YfIeh0T (2010) WeTe fhar &,
oad a8 s FEIHAT & fav e g area
T HHAT 8

e This is the first time a State government relief
body has been permitted to receive foreign funds
under the Act to support victims of natural calamities,
major accidents, communal riots, terrorist attacks,
or those in need of medical and educational help.

IE Ugdl IR g Toh [ohdl Tod AR & Uegd AT Fi
gl a1 Rifrcar va Ae1fore wgrar it 3raegshdr arer
ottt hr Figg & forv Radelt &3 gred Ftet T segaAfey faehr
gl

o Relief funds of State governments usually rely on
domestic donations and contributions.

T WHRT F WEd FIY AR T & &1 3R Fhrer
W& R EAa Bl

e In 2018, India had declined foreign aid for Kerala
flood relief.

2018 H HARA o I 916 T & forv el Fgrar aa
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The Maharashtra CMRF is registered as a Trust under the Bombay Public Trusts
Act, 1950, and is managed by the State of Maharashtra under the chairmanship of
the Chief Minister, who exercises overall control.

HERTSE AEIHN TEd HIY (CMRF) 1 dieat gfeera ge Ffafaaa, 1950 & dea e &
w7 Gofehet faam aram § 31K 5 FEgea 1 Iregarar F ToT WIER SaRT HATold 8l g,
S qut T T E

As per atender released in February, the average number of transactions handled by
CMREF annually is between 1 lakh and 1.5 lakh.

HEd H SR Ueh fAfder & 38R, CMRF GaRT g3 a¥ 1 a1@ & 1.5 o1 & arer 3w
ATt T Tt B

PM CARES Fund
oA FI4 B3

The Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations Fund
(PM CARES), created in March 2020 to address distress situations like the COVID-19
pandemic, was exempted from FCRA provisions and had a separate account for
foreign donations.

T ARTR® HERIAT UG 3TITdHTel T8d HIY (PM CARES) &1 AT 2020 & COVID-
19 FEARY ST 3muTa Rufaat @ Aues & forr w2anfa fFar arar a1, {59 FCRA wraamsit
¥ ge & 715 3 el arer & e srerer @rar @ier |

FCRA Regulations and Amendments

FCRA s 3tk @t

The Home Ministry regulates foreign donations through the FCRA to ensure such
funds do not affect national internal security.

I HATAT FCRA & ATeH A Rageft a1t &l AT #xar § arfer 0 o asdia snrafie
&I T THTAT o |

Registration under FCRA is mandatory for any association, group, or NGO
intending to receive foreign funds.

FCRA & @gd aitahor fehdll off SET, §g AT NGO & Tov sifarard & i fageft o3 e

AT ATET &
The original FCRA Act of 1976 was repealed and replaced by a new Act in 2010,
which was further amended in 2020.

AT FCRA 31fafaasr 1976 &1 3gg #¥& 2010 # 7131 rfefazer omam arar o, f5r& 2020 #
wenfarer faram arar 2|
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s India reflects on the outcome of the

brief military conflict with Pakistan in

early May, it may be worthwhile to

ponder over the current reality that
even as India’s cultural diversity and sweep of
history may be unparalleled in a civilisational
context, it remains prone to attacks from
countries in its vicinity and beyond. An
incorrigible Pakistan is continually finding ways
and means every few years to provoke a conflict,
and despite being worsted in every one of these
conflicts and wars, remains undeterred, seeking
to *bleed India by a thousand cuts’.

The very existence of a secular democratic
India appears to be anathema to Pakistan. As
India progresses towards becoming a global
power (it is already the fourth largest economy in
the world), Pakistan is descending into near
anarchy. Yet this neighbour of ours, dominated
by a military mindset, is contriving to find ways
and means of undermining India’s progress.
Peace for India, hence, depends on who rules
Pakistan, which almost invariably is the military.
There are no easy solutions to this problem, and
India needs to prepare for war at all times.

The Pakistan of today

Today, it is fashionable to talk of the
disintegration of the world order. The deafening
silence of the world to the ‘genocide’ taking place
in Gaza, with innocent civilians being killed at an
alarming rate, contrasts with the din and noise —
and the numerous efforts at peace — being made
to end the Ukraine conflict. This dichotomy of
approach stems from a grim truth or reality, viz.,
that the world has different standards when it
comes to the killing of Asians and Europeans. If
there is any further evidence needed to
demonstrate that the international order is
crumbling and that ‘might is again becoming
right’, one has only to look at the recent conflict
provoked by Pakistan, which the West scrambled
to end once they found Pakistan was the loser.

A crucial ‘sub-text’ to how bigger nations
intervene to end a conflict between smaller
entities is also now becoming available. For
instance, Ukraine’s President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has bartered his critical mineral
resources to gain U.S. support in the war against
Russia. In the Pakistan context, it is now being
surmised that U.S. interest in claiming to having
brought peace between Pakistan and India
(notwithstanding denial by the latter) stems from
U.S. interest in Pakistan’s store of critical
minerals, such as lithium, copper and rare earths.
Also, intrinsic to this is the fact that the military in
Pakistan, which is and has been, the critical
player in the regional sweepstakes, is unlikely to
forget the U.S. President’s ‘gesture’ even if there is
little substance to his claims.

Peace in the subcontinent is the major casualty
today, and not solely because of the short (recent)
India-Pakistan conflict. India, and the region itself
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Pakistan’s India war
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Pakistan,
dominated by a
military
mindset, is
contriving to
find ways and
means of
undermining
India’s progress

Pakistan’s India War
RUETTICEI R ILC K CA)

today, confronts a military Pakistan which has
shed the cloak of democracy and is today a
virtual military dictatorship. It has a titular
civilian Prime Minister, Shehbaz Sharif, who is
standing in for his brother (Nawaz Sheriff), who is
legally constrained from holding an electoral
office.

More important, the government is ‘in hock’ to
the army, and the latter after having denied
Imran Khan an opportunity to contest elections,
is now showing its true colours. A few weeks ago,
Pakistan’s current Chief of Army Staff, Gen., now
Field Marshal, Asim Munir proclaimed that
Pakistan is not a democracy, but a religious
entity. He went on to say that in the history of
humanity, there had been only two states based
on the ‘Kalima’. The first was the
Riyasat-e-medina. The second, 1,300 years later,
was Pakistan. He added that ‘Pakistan is different
from Hindus in every possible aspect of life —
religion, custom, tradition, thoughts and
ambitions’ and that ‘Kashmir was the jugular
vein’. The rest is history — a future in which
further conflicts should be anticipated.

‘What to expect next
Tt might, hence, be useful to surmise what one
might expect from the recent India-Pakistan
conflict. It is certain that there will be a
recrudescence of religious nationalism, not only
in Pakistan, but across parts of South and West
Asia. Next, is the impact of the technological
revolution — limited though the conflict might
have been. The conflict has demonstrated the
criticality of ensuring ‘escalation dominance’ in
the shortest possible time. Furthermore, one
should view the recent conflict as a kind of ‘proxy
conflict’ between hi-tech military suppliers on
either side. Each has been more anxious than the
other to know how their equipment performed —
the Rafale versus China’s J-10C, for instance —
hoping to find better answers to their respective
electronic signatures during future operations.
Also, India and Pakistan have demonstrated
their ability to flood the heavens with inexpensive
expendable reconnaissance and strike vehicles.
Above all, there is a realisation that there is more
to drones’ warfare than was known till date.
Reams have been written about Pakistan’s use
of Turkish Songer drones and China’s J-10C
during the recent conflict. India is said to have
responded by using Kamikaze drones and the
like. What is evident from all this is that air
defence today involves several multi-layered air
defence systems. Unproven, however, is whether
Pakistan could integrate a Pakistani ground radar
illuminating an Indian target enabling a Chinese

JHOC fighter to launch its missile to hit its target as

both China and Pakistan propaganda make out.
The latter is solely in the realm of speculation —
essentially by Pakistan and China — though what
comes out loud and clear is the versatility of
airborne early warning systems and the kind of

DPATRIOTICIAS

system integration in place. All this has brought a
new dimension to airborne warfare. Today’s
‘noise’ is, hence, all about air-to-air engagement,
with speculation being rife as to whether
Chinese-origin weapon and air defence
mechanisms have the measure of India’s Rafale
fighters and Western equipment. To equipment
manufacturers, it is the effectiveness of the ‘kill
chain’ that matters, or is more important, than
the capabilities of specific fighters.

What is, however, proven is that the Aakash
Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missile alongside
Russia’s S-400 and the Barak (jointly developed
with Israel) provided India with more than
adequate cover. India possibly did not need to
employ or demonstrate its ultimate weapon, the
Brahmos (jointly developed with Russia).
Pakistan clearly has no answer to it. Both sides
did, however, show an improved capability for
electronic counter-counter measures to penetrate
enemy jamming and evasion tactics.

Technological warfare of the future

The conflict, however, demonstrated in no
uncertain terms that future wars will essentially
be technological in nature. Technological
dominance and the speed with which escalation
takes place will dictate the course of future wars.
Currently, India has an edge over Pakistan as far
as escalation dominance is concerned, but this
need not always be the case. It is also important
to remember that in a fragmented, multipolar,
geopolitical environment, there will be little
scope or time for imposing restraint on a party,
once a major conflict begins. Arms control
agreements also may have little relevance in
future wars. Worse, it is already the best known
secret that new nuclear warheads and cruise
missiles are being designed and kept in readiness
for use. The realisation needs to dawn that the
nuclear threshold is narrowing rapidly.

Tt is germane to mention here that while
India’s position on land, sea, and air is more than
adequate to deal with a Pakistan, the situation
could alter in the event of a two-front war
involving both China and Pakistan. In such a
situation, India will need to balance the
combined capabilities of Pakistan and China and
this will throw up some neglected aspects such as
India’s lack of a dedicated satellite system and
satellite-based surveillance network. It bears
repetition that modern warfare increasingly
depends on space-based assets to act as an early
warning system and for a variety of tasks, apart
from tracking and communication. This lacuna
will need to be overcome in real time before the
next outbreak of a major conflict, whether with
Pakistan, China, or any other country, occurs. To
reiterate, India cannot afford to overlook its
inadequacies as far as space-based capabilities
are concerned. Space is the new domain of
warfare, and India must be fully prepared for this
eventuality.

As India reflects on the outcome of the brief military conflict with Pakistan in

early May, it must also consider its vulnerability to attacks despite having a rich

cultural heritage and long civilisational history.
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ST ST HS T YATIATA A TIFEATA & AT §C Higved d7 Fod & TROTA W =R HIdr
¥, aY 39 3ol ey ArEgfas fAvrae 3R & gsaanra sfae ¥ araeg gwel F ufa
39T YT W 8} €Tt o1 =TT

Anincorrigible Pakistan keeps finding ways to provoke conflict every few years, and
even after losing every time, it continues with its strategy to “bleed India by a
thousand cuts.”

T PR H HAS TRFEA 63 Fo au 7 HEY I 3HA & e GoT Gl 5, HR
IR g & STaolG 96 "FAR JTEAT § HRA F FHAR HL I WA T A §
The very existence of a secular democratic India is intolerable for Pakistan.

e fadet 3 AFaife AR &1 317 8dca & arfereare & fore 3g=aT &

As India moves toward becoming a global power and is already the fourth largest
economy in the world, Pakistan is descending into anarchy.

ST TR 2R AfFd Seie 1 3R 51 6T © 3R gl & &1 gferar #r Gheft gad a3
rdegaeaT &, I8 UrfehedreT 3RTTehdT T 30T 31 W &

Pakistan’s military-dominated mindset continues to find ways to undermine India’s
growth.

qrIfhEaTe HT A7T-TeaaT ATARAFAT AT FT 91T T FASAR e & 5T dIh! Sl T2l 7
BT g

Therefore, India’s peace depends on who governs Pakistan, and most often, it is the
military.

safaT, HRT & oify 57 W AR A & 6 nifheare wT i eamwer a1 €, 317 31ffeaR
AT I deT T gIar g |

There are no easy solutions, and India must remain prepared for war at all times.
SH HHEAT 1 1§ ITHTT TATHA o761 ¢, 3N AR 1 g AT I F fw daw g

el

The Pakistan of Today
31T &1 gifhedre

Today, many talk about the disintegration of the world order, especially when the
silence on Gaza contrasts with the global focus on Ukraine.

3T, S5 & T &Rk cgareeT & frerest i §1d X &, FAIshT S A o ot 31k
ol R ARGF &ATT T JolelT T ATl B

This contrast reveals that the world applies different standards to the killing of Asians
and Europeans.

Ig faRrums fe@rar g o gierar vRramsat ik gRrdit i gear X et Araes 3oerh g

One more proof of a crumbling global order is how the West rushed to end the recent
conflict when it realized Pakistan was losing.
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3faw sgaear & gea 1 U 3 TAT 8 § T o9 afted A qur i wifeeant sR W@ e,
T 3ogiet FIferaT HEY FY FHICT I I SToal |

o AKkey sub-text is how larger nations intervene between smaller states for their own
gain.

Teh Ageaqur Tge] I5 1 & 3 ey a3 uferaat, ok qalf & i Fu # 3y amer & faw
FEIET A 8 |

o Forinstance, Ukraine’s President Zelenskyy traded critical minerals to gain U.S.
support against Russia.

3CTER0T & oI, ghet & Tegufar Foieh! o T & e IARS gader 9=t & forw
Agcaqut @i &1 diar |

o Similarly, U.S. interest in Pakistan’s critical minerals like lithium, copper, and rare
earths may explain its role in ending the India-Pakistan conflict.

5 g, forfdas, FT 3R W 3 S nifreds & Ageaqet @fas 7 s fr e
SH HEY &I AT Slel 3 IHT [T T FHST Fohell ©|

o The Pakistan military, a key regional player, is unlikely to forget the U.S. President’s
gesture, even if there was little substance in the claim.

qIfRETl AT, ST 50 &1 T A& AT &, AT AR wgufd & Fehe i g1 37N,
¥l € 39 &Td A TgA FH TR 7|

e Peace in South Asia is the main victim, and not just due to the recent India-Pakistan
conflict.

gfevor vfrr & enfa 3e gow 92 difgar g, 3R ST sroT A% gifear sRa-ares gy
Tel &1

e Today’s Pakistan is a military dictatorship with a nominal civilian Prime Minister,
Shehbaz Sharif, standing in for his brother Nawaz Sharif, who is legally disqualified.

3TST T GTfRETeT Ueh e ATATE &, TSI Uh ATHATT F ARTRS TUTAH, AgaTor
A, § S 37951 1S Tarer ARG I 5978 WS §, oo Fefell T § AT ST 317 3|

e The government is controlled by the army, which denied Imran Khan the right to
contest and is now showing its true authoritarian nature.

THR I /AT T =107 B, o1 S0 Wiet Y Gara oz @ dfa o fear i s ag
31 areremgY wgfer fawr @ B

o A few weeks ago, Chief of Army Staff Gen. Asim Munir, now Field Marshal, said that
Pakistan is not a democracy but a religious entity.

S EF Ugl, T AT YW Selel HHA HAR, St 31T hres AN €, = gl o urfrearer
S Alhdd sTgl, died T UTfHS TS B

e He added that in human history, only two states were founded on the Kalima — first
the Riyasat-e-Medina, and second, 1300 years later, Pakistan.

3oglal gl foh ATId STAeTH H hdel &1 e 'SfeAT W 3meniRa & — gger Rarad-v-
w1k, 31X 1300 |l a7g, TfFEar |
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o He further declared that Pakistan is different from Hindus in every way — religion,
customs, traditions, thoughts, and ambitions, and that Kashmir is the jugular vein.

3oglel 31T gl o aTfarereter &X w9 & g3t & arerer § — et Rarer, wowe, i 3ilx
AEATHIaNy, 31K FeAT 3TH RRT 2

e This indicates that future conflicts in the region are inevitable.

g g2ifar & for &7 7 sfasy & gu¥ sfaart €1

What to Expect Next
TSt T 798I Y ST Fehell &

e One can expect a recrudescence of religious nationalism not only in Pakistan, but
also across parts of South and West Asia as a result of the recent India-Pakistan
conflict.

gITrIT HRA-ITTohEdTeT TEY & IRUTHTIRT o shdol YTThEdTe, STodh &Iayor 3R IRaH
iR & Fo feedt A off enfiie Tsgare & GerecUTe S Heae & |

o Despite being limited in scale, the conflict has highlighted the impact of the
technological revolution and the importance of ensuring escalation dominance
quickly.
glenifeh a5 HEY WfAT T 7 AT, Afdhet w1 slegifreh Fifar & vorma 3 ah @ warea
TR X T T SHAT T 3PN HAT &

e The conflict functioned as a kind of proxy war between hi-tech military suppliers on

both sides.
Ig HaY 2T T&Tl & Iod adelth §ea Aqfeimaisi & di U YR I Gt Jaor aef
|

e There was keen interest in testing the performance of weapons like Rafale and China’s
J-10C for future warfare scenarios.

HIISY & Jerr TRGRAT & forw It 3R et & J-10C S §TRAIRT o Teelat T G&ToT et
H fadw 3f feg@rs a1s|

¢ India and Pakistan demonstrated the ability to flood the skies with low-cost,
expendable reconnaissance and strike drones.

R 3R IIfREdTa Qe o FH ARG aTel, A€ fFT AT Fohet aTel AT 3 gFeTaR )
TR HY 31 T AT @S|

o Pakistan reportedly used Turkish Songer drones and Chinese J-10C, while India
deployed Kamikaze drones.

Tt o AT &0 & Fht & VIR 3T 3R Aeft 3-10C 1 y2er o, stafes saRa &
FITASTS 3 T hU|

e The conflict showed the emergence of multi-layered air defence systems, although
some integration claims remain speculative.
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Tg O ag-FaId qTY T4 Gonferdl & 3R BT GATCT §, Telifch F Tehroh0T aTa 33 off
FreqfaF ¢ |

o There is now greater appreciation for the versatility of airborne early warning
systems and their system integration capabilities.

379 §aTE YRIAS Adaras) yonfeardt 3R 3A6T JuiTelt ThrhIor sTAAT3HT & Aged i 310

HHST T ET 8
e The current discourse is focused on air-to-air engagement, and the competition
between Chinese-origin equipment and India’s Rafale and Western systems.

IAHATS <Al §aT$ T 3N e A & STHI0I AT HRA & Wbt AR afvesd yonferat &
a7 gfaeayT o Siga §1

e For manufacturers, the key metric is the efficiency of the “kill chain” rather than
individual fighter capability.

AT & fore Fyeg ATads “frer A & gemrasierd 8, 7 1o dhael fohdll van ofsre faaATeT

T &THAT|

e Systems like Akash QRSAM, Russia’s S-400, and Barak (jointly developed with
Israel) gave India strong air defence cover.

ITHIT FYIRTHCCH, TH $T S-400 3R Fo8 F W §FFd ¥9 ¥ e avw o9

OEeH = 7R Y ASIgT Iy 8T eTl |

o India did not have to use the BrahMos missile (jointly developed with Russia), which
Pakistan has no answer to.

HRA T TEATH FAATS (S T & T GFFd 79 F RAFFAT &1 975 §) 7 920197 ded hr
3TTeThdT A& gT, 3T IIFHREATT & 9T SHHT FI STa1e A1 2|

e Both countries showed advancement in electronic counter-countermeasures (ECCM)
to overcome enemy jamming and evasion.

alet 32l o gelFeiioie FI3eT-F3TAIN (ECCM) # w91l ewms foraar o arg iy T sik
TUTT dehsilehl ! IR T Fh |

Technological Warfare of the Future

TS FT dehedlenl I

e The conflict has made it evident that future wars will be predominantly technological
in nature.

Ig HaY TS AT § T 71fasw & gour A&y &0 @ Fig@far-smafa g
e The key to success will be technological dominance and the speed of escalation.
Aholdl T ot WeMArArr weyca 3R At & Forr T W ST T &7 graf |

e India currently holds an edge over Pakistan in terms of escalation, but this may not last
forever.

TohoTgTer qTfFETeT Y JoralT i R Y9G TIT &, olfehol TG AT Tail w161 I§ Heball |
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e Inafragmented, multipolar world, there may be little time to impose restraint once a
major conflict begins.

fa@fEe R sgyda gfaan &, 31 Fod ¢E &1 W HAH A19a & o0 TA7T g FA g
e Arms control agreements may become increasingly irrelevant.
AR AT gasta O-dR 3uaie g @ed 2
e Itis now widely known that new nuclear warheads and cruise missiles are being
designed and kept ready.

39 Ig Gl WET & o 18 TAT] aNesw 3R For fAwmsa G & o @ & 31 derelt &
fow SR Tt o @

e The nuclear threshold is rapidly narrowing, which raises serious security concerns.
TRATY] HAT A F TP &Y W §, Forad i gram Rard scue+ 81 Wr e

e While India is well-positioned in land, sea, and air, a two-front war involving both
China and Pakistan could change the equation.

gTaliTeh A T ey worer, w9 3R a1y 31 Foigd §, At 3 =it 3 wifearer axat
o 1Y &1-ATHT J&¥ gIcT &, af FEUfeY Feel Fehc B

e India would then need to match the combined military capabilities of both
adversaries.

AR 1 A el ARt o W Ao a3t & Heprare! T 3TaeTHdT gram|
e This exposes India’s deficiency in satellite systems and space-based surveillance.
g AR T 39 TonfardT Y FAT 3R IaRe-3menia AR Ff 39PR S gl

e Modern warfare relies on space assets for early warning, communication, tracking,
and operational coordination.

ITYAF Jeu # IRAF Aamasl), Fur, ST ik weres gaea & fore srafver wame=t
W e 9 W g

e India must urgently overcome this gap before another major conflict arises.
HRC T Tl 31 93 HOY A Ugol SH AT Sl dchTel I HLAT BIaTT|
e Spaceis the new domain of warfare, and India must be fully prepared for this.

IHaAfeT Jaur &7 731 &F T T 3, 31 AR &1 30 fow Y avg AR @= 1 ghem|

Page44

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)
1.

GDP Growth at 6.5%, the Slowest Since Pandemic
SAIEdT gefer 6.5% T, AFTHAN & d1g qa 4 efieft

. Protests spread in Arunachal Pradesh against new

hydroelectric projects

TTUTTI TG A AT Srafaega TRt & @are e
yeeler telt

. India Will Have 1 Billion Internet Users by This Fiscal

Year

T # 39 fadir a¥ 9% 1 3R SeT-ie 3TAITH4T gl

. Three more firms get GPU access under IndiaAl Mission

sfEaTeans e & dgd die 3R Sufaal # GPU tadd
e

. Don’t merely enrol students, but equip them with skills

el OIAl &l ATHTRT o HY, Sfed oo P T o Y

. Steep Decline

dof ARmae

. Smoke, sorrow and a system on fire

31T, g& I’ TF el sgaEAn

. Government meets fiscal deficit target of 4.8% for FY25

TIFR & FY25 & fAT 4.8% T TR °TET A48T 9red fham

. China has ‘totally violated’ Geneva deal with U.S. on

tariffs: Trump
et F AR & T RE | oAar gwsta 1 @ avE
Jedud fhdT: €
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GDP growth at 6.5%, the
slowest since pandemic

Though real GDP growth in Q4 accelerated to 74%, the fastest quarterly growth in 2024-25, it

was still slower than 84% in Q4 of the previous fiscal; quarterly GDP growth in Q3 stood at 64%

[GS Paper I1I: Economy

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

hile a signifi-
WCant uptick in
economic ac-

tivity in the fourth quarter
(Q4) of financial year 2024-
25 pushed Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) growth for
the full year to 6.5%, as per
the provisional estimates
for 2024-25 released by the
government on Friday, this
is the slowest since the
pandemic year 2020-21.

As per data released by
the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Imple-
mentation, real GDP
growth in Q4 of 2024-25 ac-
celerated to 7.4%, the fas-
test quarterly growth in
the year. It was still slower
than 8.4% growth seen in
Q4 of the previous finan-
cial year. Quarterly GDP
growth in Q3 stood at 6.4%.

‘India held its own’

Chief Economic Adviser V.
Anantha Nageswaran, in a
press briefing following the
release of the data, sought

Decelerated
growth

While an uptick in 10
®,

economic activity in the
fourth quarter of FY25

pushed GDP growth for
the full year, this is the

slowest rate of growth 10
since the pandemic
year,2020-21

o

-20

2018-19 (Q1)

@

Indiais holding up its growth

©226

The chart

shows india’s

quarter-wise real

GDP growth rates

(in %) between
2310 FY19 and FY25

2021-22(Q1)  2024-25 (Q4)

rowth-scarce
environment...

numbers better than other(s)..

V. ANANTHA NAGESWARAN
Chief Economic Adviser

to downplay the post-CO-
VID slowdown of the eco-
nomy, saying that India has
held its own in a “growth-
scarce” global environ-
ment. “If you look in real
terms, India’s growth rate
differential in comparison
to the average growth rate
of advanced economies
was on the lower side dur-

Source: MOSPI, India

ing the ‘boom era’ bet-
ween 2003 and 2010,” Mr.
Nageswaran  explained.
“The growth differential
post-COVID is higher than
the growth differential in
the ‘boom era’” “In other
words, in a growth-scarce
environment post COVID
and despite the rising un-
certainties due to political

conflicts and trade ten-
sions, India is holding up
its growth numbers better
than many advanced eco-
nomies,” he added.

The agriculture sector
continued its strong per-
formance in Q4, leading to
a relatively strong showing
for the full year. The manu-
facturing sector’s growth
stood at 4.8% in Q4 of
FY25, the second fastest
quarterly growth in the
year, on a high base of
11.3% in Q4 of the previous
year. The sector grew 4.5%
in the full financial year
2024-25 The construction
sector returned to double-
digit growth of 10.8% in the
fourth quarter, the fastest
in the year, and faster than
the 8.7% seen in Q4 of
2023-24. The sector’s full-
year growth stood at 9.4%
in 2024-25, down from
10.4% in 2023-24.

The data released on
Friday showed that growth
in household consumption
quickened to 7.2% in 2024-
25 from 5.6% in the pre-
vious year.

GDP Growth at
6.5%, the Slowest
Since Pandemic

SISt gefer 6.5%
W, AFHAN & 91
aad it

A significant uptick in
economic activity in Q4
of FY 2024-25 pushed
GDP growth for the full
year to 6.5%, according
to provisional estimates
released by the
government on Friday.

faefir a¥ 2024-25 # Tieh
fammdh 7 anfe arfafafat
A 3@ delt F QU Ay
1 ShEdY gefar #1 6.5% a=
g fea, Stat i a1
TFR GERT IR IAfas
AT H TATIT 37T

e This is the slowest growth rate since the pandemic year 2020-21.

IF GG Y HETARY a¥ 2020-21 & 916 G il g

Q4 GDP Growth at 7.4%
ateft fawmdt 3 St ggfar 7.4%

e The data from the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation show that
real GDP growth in Q4 of 2024-25 accelerated to 7.4%, the fastest quarterly growth
in the year.
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areafas SEd gaftr sgat 7.4% 81 978, S a¥ 1 aa@ a1 fAamer gefer o)

o However, this was still slower than the 8.4% growth seen in Q4 of the previous
financial year.

gTefifer g g o 3ef off Aot fareiy ot Y =teft fawméY 71 St 918 8.4% Jefor @ & o)

Q3 GDP Growth at 6.4%
oredy ey F S gefer 6.4%

e Quarterly GDP growth in Q3 of 2024-25 stood at 6.4%.
2024-25 Y Fredy faaATer 7 faamer ST gefer 6.4% &

India Held Its Own Despite Global Slowdown
A #A F FTas(g AR 7 Iqe Fyfer sare wit

e Chief Economic Adviser V. Anantha Nageswaran downplayed concerns over post-
COVID slowdown, saying India has “held its own” in a growth-scarce global
environment.

HEY 3TAF FellgrR @Y. Ieied AR o1 HIfds & dTe I HAY & RT3 bt @it s

@m%wﬁmﬁmmmmﬁ"mm‘%mmrm"%l

e He explained that India’s growth differential post-COVID is higher than during the
2003-2010 boom era.

3egiol HASAT foh IS & a1 AR T gEfar 7 3a 2003-2010 & FH T I Jolell A
s gl

e He added that despite political conflicts and trade tensions, India is performing better
than many advanced economies.

3ol I #71 SitsT o Wi wert 3R SATaR el & e 3R &% s fa
IEFAEYTHT T AT ¥ A TG H @I 8

Sectoral Growth in Q4

ateft faATeh 7 Svar gefer

e The agriculture sector continued strong performance in Q4, contributing positively to
full-year growth.

F & o T TTATE A Hote T Te et TRy 1@, fSad 9 ay i gefer &l HehricAs
RIEICCRE I

e The manufacturing sector grew by 4.8% in Q4 of FY25, the second-fastest quarterly
growth of the year, although on a high base of 11.3% in Q4 of the previous year.
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TOHATEY gefer o, grefites a5 Rraver o iy =felt faamd F 11.3% & 3= 3R w1 oY
e The sector grew by 4.5% in the full financial year 2024-25.

Ig 817 X faeher af 2024-25 3 4.59% $r Igfor gt T arT|

e The construction sector returned to double-digit growth of 10.8% in Q4, faster than
the 8.7% seen in Q4 of 2023-24.

farsor & o7 aheft faaméY 7 10.8% 1 GYeX 3T Y gefir oot 7, ST 2023-24 Fr At

e & 8.7% & 318 |
o The sector’s full-year growth stood at 9.4% in 2024-25, down from 10.4% in 2023-24.
SH &1 T q¥ a¥ AT gefer 2024-25 F 9.4% @, S 2023-24 & 10.4% & Ha A7

Household Consumption Growth

TR @9 7 gefer

e Household consumption growth rose to 7.2% in 2024-25, up from 5.6% in the
previous year.

T T FY JEfU 2024-25 H TGH 7.2% g1 1S, AT Rrover a¥ 1 5.6% A
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Protests spread in Arunachal Pradesh
against new hydroelectric projects

|GS Paper IlI: Environment |
The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

An intense opposition to a
proposed mega-dam in the
Siang River belt has set off
a chain of protests against
other hydropower projects
in Arunachal Pradesh.

A society representing
several villages wrote to
the Dibang Valley district
authorities on May 29,
voicing its “strong and rea-
soned objection” to the
400 megawatt Mihundo
(Mihumdon) Hydroelectric
Project proposed on the
Dri River. Scheduled to be
commissioned in 2026,
this run-of-the-river pro-
ject was assigned to the
Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam.

The Ekhomey Mowo
Welfare Society, based in
Anini, the district head-
quarters, said the project
was illegal as the mandato-
ry free, prior, and in-
formed consent was not
obtained from the Gram
Sabha or the residents of
Angrim Valley who would
be affected.

The society’s general se-

Pradesh

Opposition to fhe projects was triggered by protests agai &he

proposed mega-dam in the Siang River belt. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

cretary, Morey Molo, and
treasurer Aisi Mow under-
lined the district’s seismic
and ecological vulnerabili-
ty, asserting that the locals
“do not want dam-based
development on our an-
cestral lands”.

Opposition to the Dri
River project came a day
after residents of the re-
mote Nukung and Mla vil-
lages voiced their resis-
tance to the proposed 1200
MW Kalai-II Hydroelectric
Project on the Lohit River
in Anjaw district during a
public consultation and so-

cial impact assessment
review.

According to the social
impact assessment report
prepared by the GB Pant
National Institute of Hima-
layan Environment, Nu-
kung and Mla villages
would be severely affected
by the project.

In a letter to the Anjaw
Deputy Commissioner, the
Nukung Welfare Society
said that the project was
unacceptable to the indige-
nous communities in the
area.

“The total obliteration

of our ancestral land by a
project we did not consent
to is unacceptable and ille-
gal,” Roshan Tawsik, the
society’s chairman, said.

The villagers pointed
out that the potential sub-
mergence of sacred Mish-
mi tribal cultural and spiri-
tual sites by the mega-dam
was of particular concern.
These sites include Kutung
Graam, the abode of the
community’s supreme dei-
ty and Parshuram Kund
downstream.

Meanwhile, the Siang
Indigenous Farmers’ Fo-
rum vowed to intensify its
agitation against the pro-
posed 11,000 MW Siang
Upper Multi-purpose Pro-
ject and the “militarisa-
tion” of the targeted sites
along the Siang River.

The government has
been pushing this project
to be executed by the
NHPC, arguing that it
would help minimise the
adverse impact of a
60,000 MW hydroelectric
project China has been
planning on the Yarlung
Tsangpo River upstream.

Protests spread
in Arunachal
Pradesh against
new
hydroelectric
projects

3BT 9 H
AT Jdfaegd
IRATSTATIHT F
f&eme faer
yeaier thar

An intense
opposition to a
proposed mega-dam
in the Siang River
belt has triggered a
series of protests
against other
hydropower projects
in Arunachal

Rier 1<t A A graIfad v 93 91 F Fend g AR F v weer & 3y
Srefaege RT3t & e st AR yaeiat f s qE T dr

e A society representing several villages wrote to the Dibang Valley district authorities
on May 29, voicing its “strong and reasoned objection” to the 400 megawatt
Mihundo (Mihumdon) Hydroelectric Project on the Dri River.

s 17T T AT Rca e aTel Teh HaTasT o 29 AE Y ddier urdl forelT Temde &1 97

forgeht &Y 1Y IR geaTiad 400 Aamare fAgeal (FAgale) srerfaegd TRESTET R 37 "8k

3t adhEIa A SamT|
e This run-of-the-river project, scheduled for commissioning in 2026, was assigned to
Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam.

2026 F & glot ATeN Tg To1-3iTh-&-Raw IR st srer fagga forery &1 |y a1$ B
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Objections from Local Communities

TR W @ Jrafaar

The Ekhomey Mowo Welfare Society, based in Anini, stated the project is illegal as
no free, prior, and informed consent was taken from the Gram Sabha or Angrim
Valley residents.

A= 7 U vt 7ar IThaT WATSE F FeT foh Tg IRIIST=T 3rder § Fifor e wamm
1 3w & Pt & 7w, 9 3R gfa weafa i o)
The society’s General Secretary Morey Molo and Treasurer Aisi Mow highlighted the

district’s seismic and ecological vulnerability, and said that locals “do not want dam-
based development” on their ancestral lands.

IS & AgrATag AR A X Fromeast g A9 7 e $1 sEdia 3k aRkfPafas
HagAeraT T TGl XA §U FeT foh TATAT 9T 3701 TRIR A o) " aier e
e =gl Trgd|

Protests in Anjaw District

3ot fore & faer weeher

The objection to the Dri River project came a day after residents of Nukung and Mla
villages protested against the 1200 MW Kalai-Il Hydroelectric Project on the Lohit
River in Anjaw district.

& 1Y IRASAT & T 3mafa, 3T forer & afRd 7 I yEa1fad 1200 AN FaTS-
|| Srerfaegd TRAISTAT & WeTth et 3R FaT &t & HAarfadt gary faie & ve foe o
A 35|

The protest was during a public consultation and social impact assessment review.

7 foRY Ueh Wrdatfaveh TrAe 3R AT waima e wae & R g3l

The social impact assessment report by GB Pant National Institute of Himalayan
Environment found that Nukung and Mla villages would be severely affected by the
project.

St a7 ISy RaATerdt gaiavor GEuTe T VAT W Fediw RAE & 3eTaN, THT
3R Far g 38 IRISTAT T MHR T F g 89T

In a letter to the Anjaw Deputy Commissioner, the Nukung Welfare Society said the
project was unacceptable to indigenous communities.

IS & SURGFA D! TG T F FHaT SThaAT WAISEN o hgl Toh Tg TRATSTA TATAT
SAAATAT FHGTAT & [T It &

Roshan Tawsik, chairman of the society, said, “The obliteration of our ancestral land
by a project we did not consent to is unacceptable and illegal.”

TEAT & ETET VAT AT o e, ‘AN qaatt 1 $1far &7 qot famer fredr el afisen
@ for g A= Fiepfar 7€t &, el 3R arder g”
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o The villagers raised concern over the potential submergence of sacred Mishmi tribal
cultural and spiritual sites, including Kutung Graam and Parshuram Kund.

Tl 7 afae et e s fas s srenfors vy, S Fgar 1w 3k
TYRIA F3, & STAHI giet Y ITRAHT R AT S|

Siang River Agitation
famer 7Y 9T 3

e The Siang Indigenous Farmers’ Forum pledged to intensify protests against the
proposed 11,000 MW Siang Upper Multi-purpose Project and the “militarisation” of
affected sites along the Siang River.

T Fagel fohaer &9 7 11,000 A91rare fA=mr o) qg3ege i aREerem 3R fRamr
G & fareT THTTad Tl & " Hedior & T&ETE 37997 JTaleleT BT clof &l T BT |

e The government has been promoting this project to be executed by NHPC, arguing it
would help minimise the adverse impact of a 60,000 MW hydroelectric project being
planned by China on the Yarlung Tsangpo River upstream.

TRHR 58 TRATSTAT T TATTNRA ZaRT fAsarfed fFe st & fore 31mT ser WY §, I8 ab
&l gU o Tg ARG |iTaY e X e G@RT TEATTA 60,000 AIMGTE HY SFTelfaege
RS & Sfder WaTa Y FH HLe H A Bl
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‘India will have 1 billion Internet users by this fiscal year’

The BharatNet investments in rural and remote connectiv

y are the largest in the world, says Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region; almost 2.14 lakh gram panchayats

were connected in the first phase and the next phase is about connecting another 2.64 lakh gram panchayats. he says. adding that a central network operating hub will be put in place for maintenance

INTERVIEW

Jyofiraditya
Scindia

Varghese K. George
Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

ith increasing
w data wsage, the
Internet mar-

ket has grown from around
250 million to 974 million
subseribers, says Jyotiradi-
tya Scindia, Minister of
Communications and De-
velopment of North East-
ern Region (DONER). Lay-
ing stress on the role of
innovation and  invest-
ment, Mr. Scindia discuss-
es the potential of India’s
telecom industry and the
way ahead for improving
connectivity. Edited
excerpts:

This year’s theme for
the India Mobile
Congress (IMC) is
‘Innovate to
Transform’. What's the

message here for the
domestic telecom
industry?

India has already proven it-
self to be the second lar-
gest telecom market in the
world. In the last 11 years of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's government, the
mobile market grew from
roughly 1 billion to 1.2 bil-
lion customers; we
50 hugely grown data usa
and the Internet market
from around 250 million to
974 million Internet sub-
scribers. We should be able
to hit one billion Internet
users within the first half of
next year, or even within
this fiscal year.

Calling prices have gone
from 50 paise to 0.003
paise a minute; and data
has gone from 3287 to 39 a
GB. We are today the
cheapest data market in
the world.

With such a large mar-
ket, it is important for In-
dia to start pioneering the
product space and there-
fore IMC’s theme this year
of *Innovate to Tra
very much ties in with its

theme last year, “The Fu-
ture is Now’. Many pro-
ducts are also now being
made in India.

We have gone from im-
porting 80% of our mobile
phone requirements to be-
coming a huge exporter of
about %175 lakh crore
worth of mobile phones.
The Bharat 6G Alliance
that we've put together is
working on contributing a
minimum 10% of patents to
the world of 6G. And it is
our hope that in this year’s
IMC, we will have over
150,000 visitors from 150
countries.

With telecom
equipment, homegrown
technologies like
OpenRAN and 5Gi were
designed but their use
in networks was not
widespread.

Which is why, in the Pro-
duction-Linked Incentive
Scheme — which has been
tremendously successful,
with over ¥4,000 crore of
investment and 80,000
crore in revenue, close to
16,000 crore of exports,

.

25,000 jobs created, it's
been a runaway success —
we introduced last year, a
1% design-led incentive.
Therefore, I want to de-
sign, produce and export
in India.

‘We hear alot about
Starlink and satellite
communications. What
else is being done in the
long term plan for
improving terrestrial
connectivity in remote
areas?

As far as BharatNet is con-
cerned, in the first phase,

we laid almost 7 lakh kilo-
metres of fibre optic ca-
bles. We connected almost
2.14 lakh gram panchayats.
We're now working on
BharatNet II.

Mind you, this is the lar-
gest public sector invest-
ment in connectivity to the
grassroots level in  the
world, of $16.9 billion
(%1.39 lakh crore).

What we're doing in
BharatNet II is connecting
the balance 2.64 lakh gram
panchayats. The total num-
ber of villages in India is
about 6.5 lakh, of which
2.64 lakh are gram pan-

chayats. Along with that,
we have put together many
new systems in BharatNet
1I which were not preva-
lent in BharatNet I.

These include: using
Multiprotocol Label
Switching routers instead
of Gigabit Passive Optical
Network routers; changing
the network topology to in-
sulate villages from discon-
nection due to a single cut;
the project implementa-
tion agencies have been
mandated to maintain the
network for 10 years after
building it; we're putting
together a central network
operating centre, to moni-
tor and maintain the net-
work throughout the coun-
try; and we are also going
to put in place indepen-
dent engineers to ensure
checks and balances.

So it’s a much more ro-
bust system that we’re try-
ingto put in place.

Vodafone Idea Ltd. (VIL)
has been suffering
financially for multiple
quarters. They have also
had a setback at the
Supreme Court, which

refused to revise the
calculation for their
Adjusted Gross Revenue
dues. To what extent is
the government willing
to step in and make sure
that there are at least
three private operators
in the telecom market?

We have three private op
erators and one state
owned operator. I think
that's a very healthy envi
ronment. Having said that,
1 think each company has
to manage its own profit
and loss (P&L) and balance
sheet. We have done an
equity conversion of al
most ¥37,000 crore with
VIL. The government now
holds 49%. We don’t in-
tend to increase that stake
above 49% at any point in
the future

On the Department of
Posts: what impact has
the Post Office Act, 2023
had on modernising
India Post?

The Indian postal depart-
ment is one of the most ro-
bust, largest distribution

and logistics networks of
any organisation — and I'm
weighing my words — in
the world. And in the mod-
ern day, to be able to opti-
mise its service delivery to
alogistics organisation, the
amendment to the Post Of-
fice Act empowers us to
provide that flexibility to
our Department, to be able
to serve new markets,
niche or otherwise.

Alot of the new changes.
that we are being able to
put in place of making ita
comprehensive  service
provider; not only mail,
but postal life insurance,
post office savings bank,
and the India Post Pay-
ments Bank — which is
making profits three years
early.

We're thinking of com-
ing up with a digital access
code for every single lati-
tude and longitude in the
country.

Today, the postal de-
partment is empowered to
be able to deliver all those
capabilities by the amend-
ments to the Act.

(For full interview, visit
newsth.live/scindiaspeaks)

India Will Have 1 Billion Internet Users by This Fiscal Year

RT # 50 AT 99 IF 1 3RT ScTee ITANITHRAT gt

The BharatNet investments in rural and remote connectivity are the largest in the
world, said Jyotiraditya Scindia, Minister of Communications and Development of
North Eastern Region.

IrAioT AR GIETT F vl H FAFRE F fow srRase 7 fram aram @Ader gfan w1 e
731 ¥, 9% 919 §OR AR qafer & Rem =6 safauier Rt @ w4

e Inthe first phase, almost 2.14 lakh gram panchayats were connected, and the next
phase will connect another 2.64 lakh gram panchayats.

gl TIOT H Sl[THAT 2,14 T ATH TATIAT 1 S1ST =T, 31 379Te TR0T & 2.64 d1E ATH
YETRIG! T SAST S|

e Acentral network operating hub will be established to manage and maintain the
system.

JUTTelT o Jaee 3R T@RETT & foIT U el Aeas TR ga T1ia fohar sreem|

India’s Expanding Internet Market
R T faEqd glar §etae R

e The Internet market in India has grown from about 250 million to 974 million
subscribers.

R H $EAT TSR 25 FT W TGHT 97.4 FUZ ITARTRATIHN I g I 8
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e India is expected to reach 1 billion Internet users by the first half of the next year or
within this fiscal year.

ST & 39T ¥ FY Ygall THATEY AT 37 AT a9 &F MR 1 3R g 39 NTHaT deh
qg e Y 3 B

e India has become the cheapest data market in the world — data cost has come down
from %287 to just ¥9 per GB.

HIC 3T ST T W WEAT 3T ATSR Fef ITAT § — ST T hIAT 1287 W TEaHhT 29 v
GB 85 &

Domestic Manufacturing and Innovation

we faator 3R FaEr

e India moved from importing 80% of mobile phones to exporting ¥1.75 lakh crore worth
of mobile phones.

HRA « AT Bl T 80% AT Il A oo 319 T1.75 AT FUT F AlGTSl BT fAaTdT
HeT deh JaTTa T & |

e The Bharat 6G Alliance aims to contribute at least 10% of patents globally for 6G
technology.

AR 6G TATIH T 18T 3Raeh TAX W 6G dehelleh & FH & FH 10% Ye 7 NG &1
gl

e Over 1.5 lakh visitors from 150 countries are expected at this year’s India Mobile
Congress (IMC).

38 aY & $RB3AT Aarse FEW (IMC) 7 1.5 a1 & 31flra amargat 31X 150 et v smafierdy
&1 3FAE B

Design and Production-Led Growth

feoms 3 Icurea-3maia fawr

e A 1% design-led incentive was introduced under the Production-Linked Incentive
(PLI) Scheme, which brought in ¥4,000 crore of investment and ¥80,000 crore in
revenue.

3eUTee @ S AicHTee ANt (PLI) & e 1% f3amser-aRa sicwmger & fovam ara, foraa
4,000 #0131 f3aer 37T 280,000 A3 Fr mgél

e The PLI scheme led to ¥16,000 crore of exports and created around 25,000 jobs.
S TSI & 216,000 (3 F AT 3R 13797 25,000 ABRET P FoTeT G317

BharatNet II: Strengthening Rural Connectivity
HRAAC |I: ATHIT FATF AL FI AT Tttt
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e Inthe first phase, 7 lakh km of fibre optic cable was laid.
ggol TRUT & 7 o1 fhaeiel BresR 3iitcs had NoTs 3|

e BharatNet Il will connect the remaining 2.64 lakh gram panchayats.
AT || & dgd JThl 2.64 AT ATA YaTIdl Sl SAIST AT |

e The project is valued at $16.9 billion (¥1.39 lakh crore) — the largest public sector
investment in grassroots connectivity.

Ig IR $16.9 fafoger (21,39 ar@ #03) Fr g — It foh sielt T fr FafFefad &
W 937 Wdsifas Aaer gl

e Technological upgrades include:
o Using MPLS routers instead of GPON routers
o Improved network topology to avoid disconnection from a single cut
o 10-year maintenance mandate for implementation agencies
o Establishment of central network operating centre
o Deployment of independent engineers for monitoring

dheATehl SeddeT & A &

o GPON U3eX &I 57918 MPLS T3eX FT 39T

0 Uehel e ¥ Sicds §¢ o g1, Hd [T Iga¥ deas Sersl
o HATTIT TTHAT F AT 10 | T T@IWT &1fca

o FEIT ATad T W FHr T

o foRTE & forw Taaw gshfaa’y i dardr

Vodafone Idea and Government Stake

arSTRIe s 3t IR Y el

e Vodafone Idea Ltd. has been financially struggling and lost a case on AGR dues in
the Supreme Court.

eI TR AT o 3Tfie Gae 1 ATHAT T US @7 & 3R TSR @™ W
T I 3 7 F S|

e The government has converted 37,000 crore of equity and now holds a 49% stake,
but does not plan to go beyond that.

TIHR o 37,000 FT FI 3fFacT F dcolm g 3R 37T 49% REAGHY 1@ &, oifchet 38
sHY 31T STt HI A1l A8 o

Modernising India Post

IR 3Tk HaT FT 3YfashrnIor

e India Post is among the largest logistics and distribution networks in the world.

HI STeh Wl G o FaW 93 Al fecad A Ravor secast & 4 v g
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o The Post Office Act, 2023 has given flexibility to India Post to serve new and niche
markets.

e TP FRATRTA, 2023 7 R 31 JaT H A4 3R AT IFERT 7 Jar0 &= Fir
AT TSI T 8|

e India Post now provides a comprehensive service — mail, postal life insurance,
savings bank, and the India Post Payments Bank, which is making profits 3 years
ahead of schedule.

31 $TR 315 JaT WHT WAIU & IET § — 3T, 3T Siiae] ST, sad dob, 31T Sfear aee
YAeH d, St o 3 |Ter uger € T A 3T IR

e There is a plan to introduce a digital access code for every latitude and longitude in
India.

R & g1 3ra7er 3R ey & fov Rfoes taad #15 o i i gl

Three more firms get GPU
Three more firms get GPU aceess under INdiaAl

access under IndiaAI Mission  wmission
Threlgisgg}: r—”IC:ii"i"-lrlgranl-b.':lseclISoket Al 3%1“13'3“? frereT & aga i

Delhi-based Gan.Al, and Bengaluru-based . ,

Gnani.ai — have been selected in the IndiaAl 3'ﬁT HUfardl H GPU TFad
Mission’s ongoing drive to facilitate the &

development of an indigenous foundational Al

large language model (LLM). “Like Sarvam AI” —

which was selected earlier this year as the first Three firms — Gurugram-based
such firm — “these three teams also have a very Soket Al, Delhi-based Gan.Al, and
big target in front of them,” IT Minister Ashwini Bengaluru-based Gnani.ai — have
Vaishnaw said. By being selected, these firms will ~ been selected under the IndiaAl

get access to the Common Compute facility, Mission to support the development
giving them access to thousands of graphics of an indigenous foundational Al
processing units (GPUs) on which Al models are large language model (LLM).

trained and deployed. TaH FEud Aidhe I, faeell f

et w3, 3R ST Fr Aal B
sf3aTeans e & aga Taaedt SrEsUee vATE 93 61T Al (LLM) & e & forw geom
TR

e These firms are part of the ongoing drive to create India’s own LLM capabilities
under the national Al strategy.

I FHUTTAT AT THTE WA & dgd HRA F 39 LLM &TAd3it & AT & forw aa @
ugel I ieEAT B |
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e ‘“Like Sarvam Al” — which was selected earlier this year — “these three teams also
have a very big target in front of them,” said IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw.

TS FAY 3rfReed dvora 7 g, ‘SN Toh T €IS, TSI 3 WreT AY YT H AT I
AT, I €1 3T 1ot AT o T &1 O gl agT AR A ¢l

e By being selected, these firms will gain access to the Common Compute facility,
enabling them to use thousands of GPUs for training and deploying Al models.

T B T, A HUTAT HIAeT HTIE GRALT hT 187 ITecd M, @ & g9RY GPU &t
3TN TIHTE ATS & 8101 3 darel & forw 3 gahaf|

Don't merely enrol students, but equip them with skills

S Paper IIl; Skilling

s the admission season for colleges and
A universities begins, institutions across

India are once again promoting their
programmes under banners promising
knowledge, transformation, and research
excellence. This growth in enrolment at the
undergraduate, postgraduate, and PhD levels
suggests a dynamic academic landscape full of
potential. Yet, beneath this expansion lies an
important challenge: degrees are proliferating
faster than meaningful job opportunities.

A gap that needs attention

According to data released by the Ministry of
Statistics, the unemployment rate in India tends
to increase with higher education levels. This
paradox reveals a critical gap between academic
achievement and employability — a gap that
requires urgent attention.

This challenge is particularly acute in India’s
vast network of non-elite institutions in Tier 2 and
tier 3 colleges, where most students pursue BA,
BCom, or BSc degrees and their corresponding
master’s programmes. These institutions often
face resource constraints and limited industry
connections, operating with curricula that have
not kept pace with the evolving job market. While
elite colleges make headlines for placement
challenges, the gradual erosion of employability
in everyday colleges often goes unnoticed.

In many such institutions, instruction remains
largely theoretical, with limited emphasis on
real-world skills. For example, an English
literature student might study Shakespearean
tragedy yet miss out on learning practical skills
such as writing professional emails. Similarly, an
economics graduate may understand complex

Gourishankar S.
Hiremath

Teaches Economics at
IIT Kharagpur. Views
are personal

Viewing
education as a
social contract
that guarantees
a meaningful
connection
between
learning and
livelihood is
essential

theories but struggle with everyday tools such as
Excel. This disconnect means millions of
educated young people find it difficult to translate
their degrees into career opportunities.

This situation stems partly from a deeply
entrenched academic culture that values
scholarship and abstraction over practical
application. Within many academic circles — even
prestigious ones — higher education is often
celebrated as an end in itself, while immediate
employment is sometimes subtly undervalued.
Postgraduate degrees and PhDs are frequently
pursued not just for intellectual fulfilment but as
a refuge from the job market, creating a cycle
where many graduates end up teaching in the
very colleges that perpetuate the same system.

It is important to recognise that successive
governments have acknowledged this issue.
Initiatives such as Skill India, Start-Up India, and
the National Education Policy have pushed for
skill development, vocational training, and
entrepreneurship. However, the transformation
remains incomplete. Many undergraduate and
postgraduate programmes continue to emphasise
rote learning over practical skills. While new
courses in Al or entrepreneurship are being
introduced, they often lack depth, and
integration into the broader curriculum.

A broader societal challenge

Countries such as China and Japan have
successfully aligned education with economic
strategies by elevating technical and vocational
education to a central role in workforce
development. In India, vocational training is still
often perceived as a fallback option, both within
academia and society. This stigma limits the

appeal and effectiveness of skill-based education,
despite its vital role in economic empowerment.

This contradiction highlights a broader societal
challenge: degrees are highly valued as symbols
of upward mobility, but they increasingly fail to
guarantee it. This is not a call to abandon liberal
education or abstract learning — they remain
essential for critical thinking and creativity.
However, education must also provide tangible
economic benefits. Degrees should offer
pathways to agency and dignity, especially for
students from smaller towns and
under-resourced institutions.

A way forward lies in integrating practical skill
modules — communication, digital literacy,
budgeting, data analysis, hospitality, tailoring,
and health services — into general degree
programmes as core elements, not optional
extras. Doctoral education should be diversified
to prepare candidates for policy, analytics,
consulting, development, and industry roles, not
solely academia. Research remains vital, but it
must be pursued by those inclined towards it.

Finally, the widespread aspiration for
government jobs reflects the limited
opportunities graduates currently perceive. While
these roles remain important, expanding private
sector and entrepreneurial pathways through
improved employability will offer youth a
broader range of options. Enhancing skills and
opportunities can reduce the over-dependence
on competitive exams. India’s growing economy
demands an education system that not just enrols
students, but equips students with skills. Viewing
education as a social contract that guarantees a
meaningful connection between learning and
livelihood is essential.

Don’t merely enrol students, but equip them with skills

Fd BTAT T ATHIST o HY, dfcd Iog P A o HL

As the admission season for colleges and universities begins, institutions across
India are promoting their programmes with promises of knowledge,
transformation, and research excellence.

A & Fiaat 3 Rreafigmeat & e wder @9 qw Qa1 §, 7R #X F FEU A9
FRIFA FT TR AT, TR, AR 3rTae= Iepvedt & el F @17 F: @ &
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The rise in undergraduate, postgraduate, and PhD enrolments reflects a dynamic
academic environment.

ATaF, TR, 3R frvad AT 7 gt v aifaeiier At ardraror @ g § |
However, degrees are increasing faster than meaningful job opportunities, revealing
a growing gap.

greiifen, BT sell Aol & 9¢ 6T & o 3 Sugera Al & rawt & 3 flever 71$ &,
TSHH T F37 3R T 3T IET 8

A gap that needs attention
TH AT o &1 & Y AT Far §

According to Ministry of Statistics data, the unemployment rate increases with
higher education levels.

HIfETHT FATTT & 3Hiehs & 3THR, RA&T HT T qgat & AIY-HTY RS & 8 Tac B
This points to a serious gap between academic achievement and employability.
I A suafoua il AR Aegar & g T 313 AR Y AT |

The issue is more intense in non-elite Tier 2 and Tier 3 colleges, where students
typically pursue BA, BCom, or BSc degrees.

Iz gaET A-yfafesa R 2 3t T 3 Fde # 31¥% 71gd &, Siel o7 3AdR W div,
dta, a7 Freadt Hr 9o Fa

These colleges face resource constraints, limited industry links, and outdated
curricula.

ST hlcloll ! WHTLAT Y F, 3AT { AT TF, 3R QN ITSTHAT T THETE |
While elite institutions face placement challenges, everyday colleges see a silent
erosion of employability.

STgT Sfaftad HEATe i caase it FaAlfadt 1 AT FA IS 8§, T HHA Hictail
AR AT dT 1 fR-¢M 41707 81T 7 T&T &

Lack of practical skills

SUTABIR S el HT FAT

In many colleges, teaching remains theoretical, with little focus on practical skills.

&S Hiclall H Tgrs 319 ot Aguifaew & 31 sarasiRe wherer W & eare g Srer g1

An English literature student may study Shakespeare but not learn email writing,
while an economics graduate may know theories but not tools like Excel.

Teh 3l IR FT BTF AFATIIR Ig TohT &, oATohe] SHA ol@eT wAeT TIEdT; Teh e
AT T RAGHTd 377d §, oifchel TFder S 39T 71gT |

This leads to millions of educated youth struggling to find relevant careers.

SHeHT ARUTH Ig gic ¢ o Rfdra gar o 3ugea sRaw el 7 dud w3 g
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Academic culture and systemic cycle

SFerfOreh FEpTa 3R gorTelre =

e The problem is rooted in an academic culture that prefers scholarship over
application.

Ig HHAEAT Ueh VT AT 0T HEpial A AT § ST Iragwraier Ay Jerarm & fagaar =r
TR &l &

o Evenin prestigious settings, education is seen as an end, while employment is subtly
downplayed.

gfafSad Geumt 7 o, RY&T Y FaF & 35T AT ST 8, ST USRI HH Hecd 16dT
ST

o Postgraduate degrees and PhDs are often pursued as refuge from the job market,
leading to more teachers who repeat the same cycle.

TATdRIER 33t 3R dvad 3T Al & R @ 999 & U & & H off Sdl 6, o9
CRARCE RARRIG AR C A AR GRS

Government efforts and unfinished transformation

ISR g 3R 3redt afader afsean

Successive governments have taken steps through initiatives like Skill India, Start-Up
India, and the National Education Policy.

TR o Feaher 3391, Tere-3r7 3f23m, 3R sy Rvaw Afa Sy ugell & At & FeA
33T &l

e These aim to boost skill development, vocational training, and entrepreneurship.
SeTaT 3662 e fasrd, SaraaTts TiRvaTor, 3R 3EATRET 1 S¢raT & &

o But transformation is still incomplete; most courses still rely on rote learning over
practical skills.

Aiferet aRacier arar off 3T §; JrfeIehier araTshAT 7 319 o T e 1 saragRe Flerer
TR JTAfARAT & STl ¢

e New programmes in Al and entrepreneurship are being launched, but they often lack
depth and integration.

T3S 3R 3ATAGT S AT ITaTHA UE T S @ &, Aot 5197 AT ES 3N
HISATHS AT FT FHall giar &

A broader societal challenge

U A FIATTAS Galel

e Countries such as China and Japan have successfully aligned education with economic
strategies by elevating technical and vocational education to a central role in
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workforce development.
e 31T ST S 2T o dReAIY R sATgERF e Fr wlerer AR F FOT T
et TR16TT T 3MTTYeR ToTeTart & A2 AheldTade ST &

¢ InIndia, vocational training is still often perceived as a fallback option, both within
academia and society.

R H, SATaATRA® TRAGTOT 1 319 Y 3/ A 3R IHfad el TRl W T dofous
Q&eq & &7 F @ AT g

o This stigma limits the appeal and effectiveness of skill-based education, despite its
vital role in economic empowerment.

IE Feih HIAad-3Imenda e Hr dfraar 3tk wsaefierar = DifAaa sar g, sefe saen
3t FAfFasor § Agcaqer AT g & |

e This contradiction highlights a broader societal challenge: degrees are highly valued as
symbols of upward mobility, but they increasingly fail to guarantee it.

Ig TARIUTHI Teh FSY ATATTSTR Yeildll I 3STPR el &: B3Rt o arnfas yarfa & gdiie
& F F 3@ A &, AP I 319 50 FRaRaa w3 7 fawer a1 W §

e Thisis not a call to abandon liberal education or abstract learning — they remain
essential for critical thinking and creativity.

IE 35K AT a1 Agwifas reaaet &I SIS &1 3ME 6] ¢ — I ATara=rens | 3R

TIATCHSAT o Tl 3TaRTH ¢ |
e However, education must also provide tangible economic benefits.

gTotifer, TSI Y arEafas e omer 3ff U ey A1fgu|

o Degrees should offer pathways to agency and dignity, especially for students from
smaller towns and under-resourced institutions.

2Tt s geafdasvor 3 aIR&AT & ART 2 TR, 9wt 8 gy ik gama-affa
HEUEAT & BT & foU|

A way forward
T3 T IEAT

e A way forward lies in integrating practical skill modules — such as communication,
digital literacy, budgeting, data analysis, hospitality, tailoring, and health services
— into general degree programmes as core elements, not optional extras.

3MY T AT IE & FoF caagiRe e Afgger — S i #aR, BfSes e, s
FereT, 3T fvayor, Ffafdr dar, Rers, 3k waey 9w — S a@eT S5 FrwaAT &
HET AT & & H SAIST ST, o f& dhael dwfoqs fFeq & & |

e Doctoral education should be diversified to prepare candidates for roles in policy,
analytics, consulting, development, and industry, not solely academia.

stFete Fam & Rfay frar arer arfRe arfes o1 hae derfors &4 7 & 7481, afes #fifa,
farearwor, qureel, e, 3R g9 39 411 & T o IR 8 §h |
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e Research remains vital, but it must be pursued by those who are genuinely inclined

towards it.
ISTHETST AGcaqOT a1 1631, Aifehel S8 3761 & G@RT fohdT STl <R T SiY $Heh it areera 7
R W@ el

e The widespread aspiration for government jobs reflects the limited opportunities
graduates currently perceive.

WY AHRAT F ufa sarge 3rRvor I8 c21Tar § o STt i addT J AT 3T
ol 3 &1

e While these roles remain important, expanding private sector and entrepreneurial
pathways through improved employability will offer youth a broader range of options.

geliteh & FAtRAT 3780 8 HgeaquT 8, oiferet frsit 8 3iR 3ggerefierar & #Amit &1 faear
F¥ah, WSITR T I IR 8 Jar3it &1 sifta e e aad £

e Enhancing skills and opportunities can reduce the over-dependence on competitive
exams.

Fierer 317 3rawY FF Tt gfaare ademsit . srcafre AsiRar = v fovar 5 ghar g1

e India’s growing economy demands an education system that not just enrols students,
but equips them with skills.

R Fr RAHTAT gt srdeaarar v VHT R8T Juirelt AT #T FIAT & ST Shael STAT T
ATHITRT & o Y, e 3¢ wierdl @ o o :

e Viewing education as a social contract that guarantees a meaningful connection
between learning and livelihood is essential.

fR18TT 1 Uk Wrenfore Jregaer & &9 H ST AT+ g, S e 3 amshfs & <o ardfe
| T AR ST 8|
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Steep decline

Rural consumption remains poor
despite the lowering of inflation

[GS Paper lI: Rural Economy |
l ndia’s factory output performance mea-

sured monthly by the Index of Industrial

Production (IIP) and released by the Minis-
try of Statistics and Program Implementation
(MoSPI) slowed to an eight-month low of 2.7% in
April, at the start of fiscal 2026. It also marked a
steep decline, almost halving from last April’s
5.2% growth. This correlates with the monthly
gauge of the eight core sectors by the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, which posted a 0.5%
growth in April, also an eight-month low. More
significantly, it is a steep decline from last April’s
6.9%. The eight core sectors make up about 40%
of the weight of items included in the IIP. This
comes on the back of a 4% growth in industrial
output for the last fiscal, which was the lowest in
the past four years. Of particular concern is the
contraction in mining by 0.2%, the first since Au-
gust 2024. While the absolute value of mining ex-
ports has risen in the past decade from $25 bil-
lion in FY15 to $42 billion in FY25, its share in
exports has fallen from 8.1% to 5.1%. This still con-
stitutes a not-so-insignificant share in India’s ov-
erall goods exports at a time of great trade volatil-
ity. However, both manufacturing and power
production also slowed to 3.4% (4.2%) and 1.1%
(10.2%), respectively, in April.

While trade and tariff-related uncertainties are
most likely to have impacted goods output, the
continuing contraction in consumer non-dura-
bles’ output for the third consecutive month sug-
gests persistently low rural consumption, as es-
sentials such as food make up a significant
portion of consumer non-durables. This is a clear
indication that despite retail inflation hitting an
almost 6-year low at 3.16% in April, it has not
translated into higher spending power for rural
communities, where consumer non-durables
have the most demand. Food prices contracted
for the sixth straight month to 2.14%, which led to
below MSP rates for most staples at mandis. The
government must focus on raising rural incomes
by implementing MSPs for farm produce more
systematically. This would aid in increasing rural
consumption. However, a surge in capital goods
output to 20.3% in April, albeit from a low base,
indicates confidence in the domestic economy as
investors continue with their plans to diversify
exports, attempting to rely less on the U.S. With
trade-related sectors expected to continue to stay
volatile in the near-term, the Centre must push
the private sector to increase capital expenditure
at home. This will increase incomes, and aid in
raising consumption demand. Export-oriented
sectors must also aim to ring-fence themselves
from tariff, price and supply chain shocks by en-
suring a robust domestic presence, while also di-
versifying outside the traditional export regions
of the U.S. and the EU.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Steep Decline

ot fRmae

India’s factory output, measured by the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP), slowed to an eight-
month low of 2.7% in April, marking the
beginning of fiscal 2026.

HR T harel 3eureet, o e searger
FaFIS (/IP) | AT ST 8, I 7 g 2.7% @
I, St fo T af 2026 i 3T A 3mS AHA F
FITaH FaX &

. This was a sharp decline from 5.2% in April 2025.
Ig I 2025 & 5.2% T Jolell H Teh ofof [INTEC |
o The eight core sectors, which contribute about 40% to

the IIP, posted just 0.5% growth in April, also an eight-month
low, down from 6.9% last year.

3T Y@ &Y, ST 1P 3 STeT8TeT 40% ARTETT el §, o 3l H Shael
0.5% T gefer ot &I, ST & TS A H Fa@ FH &, STafeh TS

Tl I8 6.9% AT

. For the entire last fiscal year, industrial output growth was
4%, the lowest in the past four years.

Ood R fadihg a¥ & fov et Scurest geftr 4% @, 5t i
oo I st & Fa@ w4 A

. The mining sector contracted by 0.2%, the first such
decline since August 2024.

AT & 7 0.2% 1 FR1ae gor 1 3715, Y {3 39T 2024 & 91
Jgoll SR g1

. Despite mining exports increasing from $25 billion in
FY15 to $42 billion in FY25, its share in total exports declined
from 8.1% to 5.1%.

glelifeh FY15 3 25 3R STel ¥ dgad FY25 3 42 3R sfeR deh
@ﬁaﬁuﬁ?rgw%, fohT ot garehT et Tl & fem 8.1% & weah
5.1% g AT B |

. Manufacturing and power production also slowed down

to 3.4% (from 4.2%) and 1.1% (from 10.2%) respectively in April.
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foraTor 3R fasrely Icurest 8t 3 & FHHA: 3.4% (T 4.2%) 3R 1.1% (gl 10.2%) dH
R a1

e Uncertainties in trade and tariffs likely affected goods output.
SR AR et 7 HTATRIAAIT 7 AT ScuTesT Y T TR gram|
e The output of consumer non-durables contracted for the third consecutive month,

indicating persistent low rural consumption, as these goods mainly include essentials
like food.

haX Famar 7 A Iusierar IR-Turh awqat & 3cdrest A FRrae 311, S 7@ gAfar g
o I T FIATAR F ST €5 &, TP 3T 7TT T W Wl S 3T AT
omfaer g €

o Retalil inflation dropped to a six-year low of 3.16% in April, but this has not boosted
rural spending power.

38T H et FEHITd 3.16% WX 31T 1S i o SF WIel T #gAqH Fall ¢, ol fehel 36Y
ATHIOT T FT Y &THAT 7S 941

e Food prices declined for the sixth straight month, reaching 2.14%, which caused
prices of staples to fall below MSP in many mandis.

WieF gerdf Y e AR S AL A8, 3R T 2.14% T 95T 915, f5rad faehrer
AT 7 37eATST T Hrerd MSP & A Trelt 375 |

e The government needs to systematically implement MSPs to help raise rural
incomes and thus boost rural consumption.

TIHR T MSP HI G FYT T & o] FIAT AT A1k ArAor 3 ¢ 3R arefror @ad
I SicHTgeT el Th |

e On a positive note, capital goods output surged to 20.3% in April, albeit from a low
base, indicating confidence in the domestic economy.

Teh HhRIcHS Hehc H, 3T H YSiTd aEI3HT HT IeUTGe 20.3% cIoh §¢ 1T, glelifch Ig
FH YR A ¢, T o Ig a¥e srfeaaear # feam &1 g &
e This reflects investors’ interest in diversifying exports and relying less on the U.S.

Ig AQere) Y R Y g2t & & 3 ata &) {3y saar aea § 3 smRe T R Fa
sy gt arga g

o Given the continued volatility in trade-related sectors, the government must encourage
the private sector to increase capital expenditure domestically.

SATIR-FFa e 4131 A SR AT T @ §U, TRAR A sl 81 1 oley Il 77
TeTet & ToIT ST =T AU

e This will lead to higher incomes and boost consumption demand.
SEY 3T A g Il H ITHNT AT 7 dgrar [Heam|

e Export-oriented sectors must protect themselves from tariff, price, and supply chain

shocks by maintaining a strong domestic base and expanding beyond traditional
export markets like the U.S. and EU.

forTa-37aa XAt &1 o, Ao 3R 3mqfet s[@ar sTehl @ T9rg & [T AT e IR
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Acity’s shock: Panic-stricken people gathered around the century-old Modi residence in Gulzar Houz, Hyderabad, which was gutted by a devastating fire in the early hours of May 18, claiming 17 members of the family RAMAKRISHNA G
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Smoke, sorrow and
a system on fire

Two weel

s ago, a fierce blaze tore through a century-old Hyderabad home near Charminar,

Jaiming 17 of a

family, including eight children. Even as grieving relatives point the finger at a slow. ill-equipped emergency
response, the tragedy has also exposed how aging neighbourhoods with cramped homes, blocked exits and
faulty wiring can turn a single short circuit into a catastrophe. Naveen Kumar and Lavpreet Kaur uncover

the gaps in safety and emergency readiness

S Paper I ARC: Charminar

he stench of smoke still hung heavy ov-

er Hyderabad’s Gulzar Houz circle,

hours after the blaze had died down.

Locals gathered in stunned silence,
staring at the blackened ruins of what was once
the bustling ancestral home of the Modis near
the historic Charminar.

The fire broke out around dawn. Smoke was
first spotted rising from a ground-floor shop in
the century-old ground plus 2 structure, dnd
within minutes, Il;nmes leap( from llw wind
engull S
entrance turned inw fucl, blocking lhe only ac-
cess point and intensifying the inferno.

This was no ordinary residence. Built in the
early 1900s by Manoharlal Poonamchand, foun-
der of Modi Pearls, the home had housed gener-
ations of the Modi family — pearl merchants who
migrated from Rajasthan. The traditional Nizam-
Hyderabadi structure, with its central courtyard
and narrow staircases, had no external balconies
or fire escapes.

Just a day before, on May 17, the family had
gathered for a rare reunion at a relative’s home in
Attapur, about 10 kilometres away. Summer vaca-
tion had brought the extended family, scattered
around different parts of the country, under one
roof — elders exchanging memories, children
darting through hallways. No one imagined it
would be their last evening together.

By the next morning, 17 members of the fami-
ly, including eight children, had perished.

At the time of the fi .xmll) heads Prahlad
and Rajendra Modi, their wives, children, and
grandchildren were in the house. Some survived
— one of the five brothers, Banl
his wife Shakuntala, and his
Varsha.

In a moment of tragic heroism, Bankat's son,
Abhishek, had rushed back in to save the others.
He did not make it out alive.

As news spread, family members rushed to
Gulzar Houz. Dhruv Modi, barely in his 20s, ar-
rived in shorts and slippers, sprinting from Atta-
pur. From Himayatnagar and other parts of the
city, relatives followed, only to find the fire still
raging and no fire engine in sight, despite a sta-
tion just 800 metres away.

Ignoring the danger, Dhruv and a few locals
entered the smoke-filled home. “One of my aunts
was holding a baby. Neither of them was breath-
ing,” he later said.

Soot, ashes and unanswered questions
What Dhruv saw still haunts him. “The claim that
the fire team arrived within a minute of receiving

a callis absurd. Even when they showed up, they |

GS Paper il Disaster Management

All17 of our
family
members
trapped
inside died.
Four got out
on their
own. Who
did the Fire
department
save? They
came asking
us for
torches and
water. Is that
how an
emergency
team
operates?
GOVIND MODI,
A family member

didn’t have proper gear or working hoses, not
even water pressure. They struggled to open bas-
ic valves. What is the point of fire trucks if they
can't deliver water?”

His father, Govind Modi, voiced the family’s
anguish. “This wasn’t just one department’s fai-
lure. Fire, electricity, disaster response... eve-
ryone failed.”

Inside, Dhruv says, he saw confusion and hes-
itation. “One fireman just stood there, flashing a
torch from the doorway. I told them that people
were stuck upstairs, but they hesitated because
of the smoke. I took a surgical mask and climbed
up myself. My grandfather was unconscious. His
skin was peeling off as | tried to carry him,” he
recalls.

With help from locals, Dhruv managed to res-
cue three people. “One policeman tied a hand-
kerchief over his face and came in with me.
Another man, a local maybe, joined us too.”

‘The failure didn’t end there. “Even the ambu-
lances didn’t have oxygen,” adds Govind.
“Stretchers came only after we screamed at
them. Until then, we used blankets to carry peo-
ple down.”

Dhruv went inside thrice. “Got one person
out. Went back, got another. The third time, the
smoke was too much. Only after three people
were pulled out did proper equipment show up.
That's how bad it was.”

Govind dismisses the claim that the building
was poorly ventilated, stating there were two
large openings and a skylight. “If smoke needed
a way out, it had one. But even that didn't help.
YouTube videos are full of lies. Wrong names,
wrong ages, wrong everything. They say the Fire
department acted in time. They didn’t. And the
system? T India. We all know how it works.”

Among those who rushed in were two locals,
Mir Zahed and Mohd. Azmath, who, after finish-
ing morning prayers, had stopped by for chai on
their way home. They were strolling around Gul-
zar Houz when they heard women screaming:
“Bhaiya, bachao!”

‘That was enough. With no fire engines yet on
scene, the duo ran into the smoke, smashing
through barriers until they found a woman hud-
dled in a room, shielding four or five children
with her body. “The flames were already at the
door. We broke it down,” says Zahed.

From outside, the house seems untouched —
its facade masked by rows of pearl and jewellery
shops. The only hint of the horror inside is a faint
black scar on a shutter. But beyond it lies devas-
tation: charred Ixams crumblmg walls, ash-co-
, it was the same shop
where Miss World 2(!15 mnleﬁl;\mﬁ had bought

pearls just days before.
Now barricaded and under constant police

watch, the building sees daily visits
of Forensic Science Lab, Fire department, C] Iuld
Rights Commission, and a State-appointed
member probe committee. But for the survivol
answers remain as distant as relief that never
came.

‘The six-member panel includes top officials —
Fire Services director general Y. Nagi Reddy,
Greater H\demhad Municipal Cq orporalmn
(GHMC) R.V. Karnan, Hyde:
Police Commissioner C.V. Anand, Southern Pow-
er Distribution Company Limited of Telangana
chief Musharraf Faruqui, Hyderabad Disaster
Response and Asset Protection Agency commis-
sioner A.V. Ranganath, and Hyderabad Collector
Anudeep Durishetty.

Just outside the narrow passageway to the gut-
ted house, a scorched jewellery cabinet stands
behind smudged glass, salvaged from the ashes -
its pearls dulled by soot. It now sits like a mute
witness to the abrupt end of a century-old family
iness. Since that morning, their shnp\ have
remained shuttered, cloaked in silence and grief.

‘The Modis had built modern, three-storey
buildings in Upperpally, Attapur. Grey-and-white
facades, elevators on each floor for the elderly ~
everything was ready. Everything but for the
shifting part.

“We wanted them to move nur of the G ulzar

Hou:

hu( my F

on staying at the
ancestral  home.
My younger broth-
er Pankaj and his
family stayed back
to care for my pa-
rents, till they

Despite constraints, we
stopped the fire from
spreading to nearby
buildings.

A FIRE SERVICES OFFICIAL

were ready to
shift,” shares Go-
vind.
“But they were finally going to move this year,”
Dhruv adds quietly.

‘The dusty verandah turned into a mourning
hall. The day after the fire, people streamed in —
politicians, neighbours, distant relatives. The
heat was stifling, but it was the weight of loss that
hung heavier. All the men in the family had ton-
sured their heads, shaved their beards, save for a
small tuft left at the back — a mark of mourning.

Among the mourners was Nawab Mir Najaf Ali
Khan, great-grandson of Hyderabad’s sixth Ni-
zam, whose family once wore jewels crafted by
the Modis generations ago. As he entered, Sunil
Modi broke down and clutched him tightly, sob-
bing in his arms.

“Because the Fire Services personnel did not
come on time, our little ones are gone. If only
they had acted sooner, maybe some of our chil-
dren would still be alive,” Sunil whispered as his
words dissolved into helpless sobs.

No checks, no licences
Chief Investigator at Nagpur-based Forensic Fire
and Cyber Investigators, Nilesh Ukunde, who in-
spected the scene on May 22, attributed the fire
to a short circuit in an inverter battery installed in
a ground-floor shop. “The battery was continu-
ously receiving power, and multiple short circuits
occurred within it. That sparked the initial fire,
which then triggered a short circuit in the air con-
dluouer. releasing dense, choking smoke,” he
explain:

honnally, a Miniature Circuit Breaker (MCB)
would trip and cut power in case of a fault. “But
here, the battery kept supplying power, allowing

Smoke, sorrow and a system on fire

31T, g& AR TF el sy
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the fire to spread quickly through the building,”
he notes.

Electrical Inspector with Telangana govern-
ment, Kantha Rao, who was part of the inspec-
tion team, confirms the AC compressor was
burnt out and both the inverter and AC unit were
suspected ignition points. “The MCB didn't trip,
which raises questions. If it had, we would sus-
pect overload, but there is no evidence of that.”

Ageing insulation often causes short circuits in
old homes, he adds. “If multiple ACs are running,

a n't rated for
it, the MCB may fail to m>pond Most residential
MCBs aren’t built for such sustained heavy loads,
especially in buildings with outdated wiring.”

‘The century-old house had no recent record of
electrical testing. Rao says while modern inte-
riors often include woodwork, false ceilings and
mood lighting, electrical safety is usually over-
looked. “Appliances keep getting added, but no
one checks system capacity. In old homes with
poor ventilation and no fire exits, it is a deadly
mix.”

On regulatory checks, he clarifies: “We don’t
oversee homes drawing below 650 volts [above
650 volts is considered high voltage and ur
for general use]. It is the owner’s responsi
Sadly, no one checks anything unless there is a
disaster. Stricter enforcement is essential. Unli-
censed, untrained electricians are doing installa-
tions unchecked and no one stops them until it is
100 late.”

Apathy fanned the flames

The Modi family has called out the Telangana
State Disaster Response and Fire Services for is-
suing what they say is a factually incorrect state-
ment. From the names and ages of the deceased
to the claim that 17 people were rescued, they say
the department failed to verify basic details.

“There was no rescue. All 17 of our family
members trapped inside died. Four got out on
their own. Who did the Fire department save?
‘They came asking us for torches and water. Is
that how an emergency team should operate,”
asks Govind.

Sunil, aged around 60, says the fire crew ar-
rived unprepared: “It took them 15 minutes to un-
roll a hose, and even then, there was barely any
water pressure to fight the flames.”

In its official statement, the Telangana State
Disaster Response and Fire Services said they re-
ceived the call at 6.16 a.m. The Moghalpura water
tender was dispatched a minute later and
reached the site by 6.20 a.m. A total of 12 fire ten-
ders were eventually deployed from across the ci-
ty, including from Gowliguda, CLB, High Court,
and the Secretariat.

‘The fire began on the ground floor and quickly
spread. A Bronto Skylift was used to reach upper
floors, but the building’s design, lacking windows
facing the road, forced firefighters to drill
through a wall to access the first floor. An official,
Venkanna, was injured during the operation and
hospitalised.

In all, 11 vehicles and 87 personnel responded.
A fire-fighting robot was brought in but not used.
Only eight firefighters used breathing apparatus.
Four people were rescued from the terrace via
ladders. The blaze was brought under control in
about two hours.

Challenges included a narrow staircase, heavy
smoke, intense heat, no alternate exit and bikes
parked at the entrance that blocked access and
fuelled the fire. Officials mention coordination ef-
forts with GHMC, police, Health, Revenue and
Water Board teams.

“Despite constraints, we stopped the fire from
spreading to nearby buildings,” says an official.

Two weeks ago, a fierce blaze tore through a century-old home near Charminar in
Hyderabad, killing 17 members of a family, including eight children.

3 §Fd UE W SGUEIG & TRANTR & ITH Ueh W ATer qUet € A ot 31mer a9rer F 17
aferer, freret e a== anfaer &, AR a1
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The fire and the house
3191 31X 9% AS

The smell of smoke lingered over Gulzar Houz hours after the fire was put out.
TSR T TR 39T 371 & s ©e 1 37 U Y sre el &5 2|

The ancestral home of the Modi family, pearl merchants from Rajasthan, had turned
into blackened ruins.

TSEYTT & 3T A IREAR & G TR I SHRT SToIeh hioll I T Fehl 2T |

The fire started at dawn in a ground-floor shop of the G+2 structure and spread
quickly due to parked motorcycles blocking the only entrance.

31T Ga§ 3% W33 FAR Y TF galer A o2 3R F87 @ AreTams el o wHAe [T §g
X fear oae 31mer sl & el

Built in the early 1900s by Manoharlal Poonamchand, the house had no balconies or
fire escapes.

1900 F 2T Y YEHTA A HAlGIATe [AHEE SaRT SelIV 3T $H R H Jeihell T AT {
e T IAT AGT 2T

The family and the tragedy
gRaR 3 I

A day earlier, on May 17, the family had gathered for a reunion in Attapur, about 10 km
away.

U e Tgel, 17 7§ 1 IRaR IgerqX # 10 B Y v TafHes & forw soher garm o)
By the next morning, 17 people, including eight children, had died.

3MaTell GoI§ ceh 17 AT, fSie7at 31ms =7 4, AR S g |

Family heads Prahlad and Rajendra Modi, their wives, children, and grandchildren
were inside during the fire.

31T & FHT YRAN & THE TEal1g 3T Toig A, 3eTehl Ticeral, god 3R did-aiferar e J
|

Only a few survived, including Bankat Chand Modi, his wife Shakuntala, and sisters
Aasha and Varsha.

O 81 AT T, FSieTa dehel g RIGY, SeTehl ool QAehretell 3T Tget AT 3R s mfaver of|
In a heroic act, Abhishek, son of Bankat, ran back in to save others but died.

SFd T 9T HAYTF qERT A T4 & forw arow gisr, AfereT a8 787 s=r g
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Emergency failure and delayed response

ITITT Jar3it 1 Awerar 3 T & wfafmar

e When relatives arrived, the fire was still burning and no fire engine was on site, despite
a station just 800 metres away.

ST RRAER TG, AT STef T Y AR 800 #HeT g 2T &1 & STasfe; g B FoleT oAe!
&1

e Dhruv Modi, in his 20s, rushed from Attapur in shorts and slippers, entered the house
with some locals.

o A, S 3T 20 F g2F H §, IEEqR & I AR EH 7 Slsa 3w IR Fo wUE
ATl o ATY TR A 94|

e He saw one aunt holding a baby; neither was breathing.
Jegiol T o 3oTehT Ueh a=IT Ueh aed 1 93 i, St T @i o i

e Govind Modi called it a systemic failure involving fire, electricity, and disaster
response departments.

Mfdg A 2 38 BRI, fasrelt 3iix 3maer fasman & aqut Rwerar sarm

e Dhruv claimed the fire team came late, had no proper gear, malfunctioning hoses,
and no water pressure.

& o gl oh €1 & A 37T, 3eTeh U IUYF SYFIVT, FIH F &1 139, 3R el 7 gara
STET ATl

e One fireman just flashed a torch and hesitated to go inside.
Teh GHPOIhAT S8 Sr STl WaT AT 31X 31eX ST & Rraforar @7 am)

e Dhruv went in with a surgical mask, found his unconscious grandfather, and his skin
was peeling.
U o il AT Tgalehd Tal TohaT, IS STeT i 91T, TSieTeht ca fver €1 o1

e Dhruv rescued three people with help from a policeman and a local man.
Y9 o T IfAward 3R TF T safFa dr dee 4§ dier aet F q=mm|

e Ambulances arrived without oxygen; stretchers came only after shouting.
3iterHIsTer % faaT vrgew 37, T AT &1 3T 51 el 937|

o Equipment arrived only after three people were rescued.

e et F 9 F 91€ &7 SYHIT 1T AT
Structural flaws and misinformation
ATATcHAS GITAdT 31X Irad AR

e Govind denied poor ventilation claims, citing two large openings and a skylight.

MidE o @ eI T JTe I FhRT A FgT o a8l &t a3 Forot ared T 3R TF
THIEATSC AT
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e He called YouTube videos misleading with wrong names, ages, and praised none of
the emergency services.

3ogiet ol foh Jega A A e amer, 337 feT 910 3R fohell TaTey QT oy T=iEm 76T v
ST HehelT|

Acts of bravery
TEIGH & P

e Two locals, Mir Zahed and Mohd. Azmath, heard screams and ran inside before fire
engines arrived.

al T ofter, #HR SRE 3R AgFaAg 3oty & A Foit 31N B go1er 3 @ wgel e A
g4

9
e They broke a door to save a woman shielding four or five children from the flames.

3ogley Ueh AT & T91—IT, S IR AT UIT d<d) T AT § Sheh 0T oy AT

Aftermath and destruction

o 3 qeargr

e From outside, the house appears untouched due to pearl and jewellery shops masking
the facade.

e F ST IR TR Al A aTgait Y geredl A ST G oIl & IR el qameY Ao aAet
3T

e Inside, it is filled with charred beams, crumbling walls, and ash-covered rooms.
ma%ﬁgéaa;%ﬁ e fan, 3 TE T M FR L

o lronically, the shop was the same where Miss World 2025 contestants bought pearls
days earlier.

fage=T & T 7€t a8 geprer ot STe1 fAw aed 2025 #r wfasnfart & $o fe=f uger Al @
|

Aftermath of the Fire Tragedy and Investigation

31T Y T F 91 Fr Byfa i s

e The building is now barricaded and under constant police watch, with daily visits
from officials of the Forensic Science Lab, Fire Department, Child Rights
Commission, and a State-appointed six-member probe committee.

SARC 319 dRF3 ¥ 3R Fear gferw faermah o &, Ster SRI¥F e g2eremen, vrR
fBardde, arer wftsR 3T, 3R T GaRT Agad B HeEd ST AfAfa & JfUary &
feer ghr e B
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o Despite investigations, survivors still await answers and relief.

STl & aras]g, if3at o1 3 ot Srare 31 W@ &1 Sl &

Six-Member Probe Committee

o Yo o= afafa

e The committee includes Fire Services DG Y. Nagi Reddy, GHMC Commissioner R.V.
Karnan, Hyderabad Police Commissioner C.V. Anand, Telangana SPDCL Chief
Musharraf Faruqui, Hyderabad Disaster Response Commissioner A.V. Ranganath,
and Hyderabad Collector Anudeep Durishetty.

AT H R afadsr F 36l a8, Al 139, shhvavad AR 3R, Foia, geee
gferd Fifeat d.dY. e, deremar vadERiive yor@ qiw e, mder gfafsar
ITGFA Tl WAy, 3R FweT Hard giered aide g

Symbol of Loss
gifer T gl

e Ascorched jewellery cabinet behind smudged glass remains as a mute witness to
the century-old family business that ended abruptly.

el T & IS Th STell §§ HTS[TIT AR 3T FAl W TTRATR AT o HATeAh
37 &Y IT4TE 57 TS
e Their shops have stayed closed since the fire, enveloped in grief and silence.

31T &9TeY o e, A 3eTehl ghlal a6 ¢, AMeh 3R ot 7 g g3

Unmoved Shifting Plan
FYTATOT ISTaT e I§ 78

e The Modis had constructed modern three-storey buildings in Upperpally, Attapur,
with elevators and grey-white fagades, but shifting was still pending.

AIEI IRER o IHqTqeel, g & dier AfraT smyfas saRd o1s of, ot faere 31k 3-
mmmqmmmﬁaﬁ@m

e Prahlad Modi insisted on staying in their ancestral home. His son Pankaj and family
stayed back to take care of them.

ESITe, FIGT 379+ Yo B H ol IX 33 Q| 3oTeh o Udhor IR IRAR 3oTeh AT TG
AGHTT X |

e “They were finally going to move this year,” said Dhruv.

“F G Aol JTEHR FATATR 811 Tt &,” ¢ o g |
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Mourning and Legacy

i 3t R

The verandah became a mourning hall; many politicians, neighbours, and relatives
visited despite the oppressive heat.

SUAST UF AF THT §e7 1T, HIY 13T & 1I5]g 5 Tereifarar, T, 3R Recdgr agt

a|
All men had tonsured heads, shaved beards except for a mourning tuft at the back.

wef et 1 FAT Hzar foram, g1l ge1 &), ool NS v A N DN TS|

Nawab Mir Najaf Ali Khan, great-grandson of Hyderabad’s sixth Nizam, attended and
was embraced by Sunil Modi, who broke down crying.

m*mmma:mammmmmmmwmamguﬁ
el & o9 feram|

Cause of Fire: Technical Findings

3AT9T T FRUT: dhelhy forshy

Nilesh Ukunde, Chief Investigator from Nagpur, said the fire was caused by a short
circuit in an inverter battery which overheated and led to a choking smoke via the air
conditioner.

AT & W STeehcll AT 3H3 o TN 7o 3T geaey st 7 e afde & o, fSad
T FEAT A #1Y ATE Tfebe §3 AR =T 31T forche |

A Miniature Circuit Breaker (MCB) failed to trip, letting the fire spread rapidly.
THHEET (Miniature Circuit Breaker) @'Crﬂ'e?fgé oo 3mer it @ ey 7|

Kantha Rao, Telangana Electrical Inspector, confirmed the AC compressor was burnt,
and wiring system was outdated.

F3T I, ATl & faegd lierss o qite i for vt &1 Fuwr srer aram a7 3 arafer
RrFea g |

No recent electrical testing had been done in the century-old house.

T WA T A gTer Y FIS gt S =7 v a1g oA

Old insulation, overuse of ACs, and unrated wiring systems likely contributed to the
failure.

QAT gogeleret, THY &1 At g, ﬁimﬁamﬁwﬁmaswﬁ%mmgél

Rao emphasized that residential safety is often ignored, especially in homes with false
ceilings, woodwork, and no ventilation.

T o gt o Rgrareft gRam e Aarsiarer 1 S 8, Wi § odl, aFs! & F1,
3R Fa dfeere arer eI H|

Regulatory checks are not mandated for systems below 650 volts; hence, the owners
are responsible.
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grar gl

Negligence and Misreporting

ATITaTg! 3 e Raiféar

o The Modi family accused Telangana Fire Services of making a factually incorrect
statement, including wrong names, ages, and a false claim of rescuing 17 people.

AT IRER & AT BRI A0 W TLATcHS T I ITdd 99T 37 ST 3TRIT SI917T,
Torea arera &1, 33, 3R 17 Sl Y q=Iet <l S{3T grar A & |

e “There was no rescue. All 17 family members died. Four escaped on their own,” said
Govind.

‘PG TG G EIHT| §AR Y 17 TR AR 10| IR &1 Ge; fevehad,” M o e

e Sunil Modi said the crew took 15 minutes to unroll a hose, and water pressure was
too low.

FeArer AIEY o AT o S T 1T Grelet & 15ﬁ'ﬂ'€3|?T,3-ﬁTQTFﬁ$TﬁTHEI§HW21TI

Fire Department's Response

BRI Rureae i yfafsar

e The Fire Services claimed they received the call at 6:16 a.m., dispatched a
Moghalpuratender at 6:17 a.m., and reached the site by 6:20 a.m.

BT WEAST T g & oh 3¢ e 6:16 o Hiel [Hel, 6:17 FoF HTYIT =T T@T=AT G377
31N 6:20 ST Al T TgT 14|
e Eventually, 12 fire tenders from across the city were deployed.

a1 7 AT 3T T 12 BRI 3T o=71d T 17|

e A Bronto Skylift was used as the building had no windows facing the road, and
firemen had to drill through a wall.

T sieY TS fadre o1 3uAter foar Tar F3ifeh SR & "se Y 3T RAsferar a8 of, ik
CHS R HAT I GG AYS+T 9|

o One official, Venkanna, was injured during the operation.
Waﬁﬁmamsﬂmaimgm

e Intotal, 11 vehicles and 87 personnel responded; a robot was brought in but not
used.

el 11 aTget 3R 87 Faat FHlS(g ; U Yse AT 1T Afehed TAT 7ET F3T|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

650 Aee ¥ F# fareA & fav afaa s afaart a8 §; safav anfasr fr Fraery

Page7O



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

e Only 8 firefighters had breathing apparatus, and 4 people were rescued from the
terrace.

Fdd 8 SHFARFHT & UIH HIE o & ITFIT Y 34T 4 A9 - & & 9127 7147

e The fire was controlled in about two hours, but access was hindered by a narrow
staircase, heavy smoke, intense heat, no alternate exit, and bikes at the entrance.

79T T SIATSAT &Y 6 3 e T ara, oot Tl WY, vt 43, &t a1off, F1$ dwfous
e a@dl, 3 Jaer gaR W 915 FI 998 § FHac AL

e Officials coordinated with GHMC, police, Health, Revenue, and Water Board teams to
prevent the fire from spreading further.

et o Seaead), gfow, Fareey, e, 3R o 1S dat & Ty Aot 3w
3R et & QAT
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Government meets fiscal
deficit target of 4.8% for FY25

Fiscal deficit, or difference between total expenditure and total revenue, at 1577 lakh crore, stood

at 4.8% based on latest provisional estimates of GDP for FY25; income tax collections fall short

GS Paper Ill: Government
Accounting

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he Government of
T India has met its fis-
cal deficit target of

4.8% of GDP in 2024-25
though total receipts came
in slightly lower than ex-
pected, as per data re-
leased by the Controller
General of Accounts.

The Centre’s total reve-
nue — counting tax, non-
tax and capital receipts —
came in at ¥30.78 lakh
crore in 2024-25 or 97.8%
of its revised estimates for
the year. Total expenditure
stood at ¥46.55 lakh crore,
also 97.8% of the estimates.

The fiscal deficit, the dif-
ference between total ex-

Fiscal math

Total revenue fell short of the revised estimates due in large part to
shortfall in miscellaneous capital receipts

1"

B Centre earned just 52.1%
of revised projections via
miscellaneous capital receipts

B Divestment receipts
stood at ¥10,131.32 crore
in 2024-25

B Income tax collections at
311.83 lakh crore were almost
6% lower than estimates

penditure and total reve-
nue, at 15.77 lakh crore,
stood at 4.8% of GDP based
on the latest provisional es-
timates for the year.

As part of the Centre’s
fiscal consolidation glide
path, Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman had, in
Budget speech in Febru-
ary, targeted fiscal deficit
of 4.4% of GDP for FY26.
Closer examination of
the data show total reve-
nue fell short of the revised
estimates due in large part

to a shortfall in miscellane-
ous capital receipts, that
includes disinvestment
proceeds. There was also a
minor shortfall in tax reve-
nue. The Centre earned
317,202 crore as miscella-
neous capital receipts or
just 52.1% of revised esti-
mates for FY25. Depart-
ment of Investment and
Public Asset Management
data show the government
earned ¥10,131.32 crore via
disinvestments in 2024-25.
Corporate tax collection
at ¥9.87 lakh crore in FY25
was 0.7% higher than re-
vised estimates. Income
tax collections, on the oth-
er hand, at 11.83 lakh
crore were almost 6% low-
er than revised estimate.

Government meets fiscal deficit target of 4.8% for FY25
WER @ FY25 & fAT 4.8% T ISTHNIT 91T T8 YT fHar

The Government of India has achieved its fiscal deficit target of 4.8% of GDP for

2024-25, according to data from the Controller General of Accounts.
HRT AIFR o 2024-25 & fore St 71 4.8% F1 TN °rer a6 9red T faar g,

o & s e TR garT Sy 3wst F a4 g

e The fiscal deficit, which is the difference between total expenditure and total
revenue, stood at ¥15.77 lakh crore in FY25.

TSN ©TeT, ST T FreT o7 AR FeT Torea & T T HATGIAT &, FY25 A 215.77 @

U3 T
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e The Centre’s total revenue (including tax, non-tax, and capital receipts) was ¥30.78
lakh crore, or 97.8% of the revised estimate.

e TR T Fel A1 (FT, I 3R it e frema) €30.78 o #:103 @, S
AT 3TTATE T 97.8% &

e The total expenditure for FY25 was ¥46.55 lakh crore, also 97.8% of the revised
estimate.

FY25 o foIT el 574 ¥46.55 TG FU3 g1, SiT AN 3eTATeT 1 87 97.8% ¢

Fiscal Deficit Target for FY26
FY26 & forw IorY arer a8

e As part of the fiscal consolidation plan, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had set a
target of 4.4% of GDP for FY26 during her February budget speech.

i FeieoT QYT & dgd, [aa #3 fAster HiaraAer & gl & Ioie J9or J FY26 &

T A &7 4.4% 71 18 T@T 2AT|

Reasons for Revenue Shortfall
USTET Y FHT &F FROT

e The total revenue fell slightly short of the revised estimates due to a shortfall in
miscellaneous capital receipts, especially from disinvestment.

ol Tsied & U hall 3118, Toraent e SHRoT Ry it witaat & w4, 3y s 4
forder fafader & am|

e The Centre earned only 17,202 crore as miscellaneous capital receipts, which is
52.1% of the revised estimates.

e TR o 17,202 F03 &) fafarer geit wiftaat @ sifoia o, St for @i sregmit &t
52.1% ¥

o Data from the Department of Investment and Public Asset Management show that the
government earned ¥10,131.32 crore from disinvestments in 2024-25.

forder ik wrdefore wafer getrer Rsmer & 31iehst & 3TAR, TIHR o 2024-25 H fader
faaer & 210,131.32 #A3 HT FHAS FI

Performance of Tax Revenue
$Y TTET FT v

o Corporate tax collection stood at ¥9.87 lakh crore, which was 0.7% higher than the
revised estimates.

FNUNE SFH HIE ¥9.87 1@ F03 16T, S HAMAUT 31eAT & 0.7% 3rfera 2|
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e Income tax collections, however, were ¥11.83 lakh crore, which is almost 6% lower
than the revised estimate.

gleTifeh, 3TIHT §aIE 11.83 AT FU3 T@T, 511 HAAA ITATT AT 6% FH &

Scent of roses

S Paper llI: Agriculture: Prelims

Rosy future: Men carry plastic bags filled with rose petals to a scales early in the morning in the Rose Valley, near the village of Cherganovo.
Bulgaria is widely accepted as the largest producer and exporter of rose oil in the world. As per its Ministry of Agriculture, the so-called
“liquid gold” had an average price for 2023 of €9168 a kg. To produce 1 kg of rose oil, 3-4 tonne of rose flowers are needed. Arp
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WASHINGTON

China has ‘totally violated Geneva
deal with U.S. on tariffs: Trump

A IGS Paper Ill: External Sector | REUTERS

U.S. President Donald Trump on Friday said China had violated a
deal with the U.S. to mutually roll back tariffs and trade restrictions
for critical minerals and issued a new veiled threat to get tougher
with Beijing. A U.S. official said it appears China was moving slow
on promises to issue export licences for rare earth minerals. reuters

China has
‘totally
violated’
Geneva deal
with U.S. on
tariffs: Trump

et o ITARPT
& T R W
IECCIKGEIG]
T G T E
oot fhaT:
<q

~

On Friday, U.S.
President Donald
Trump stated that
China has totally
violated a deal with
the U.S. to
mutually roll back
tariffs and trade
restrictions on
critical minerals.

YHAR T IARHT

Tegafar S1Tes €0 A e T A o FAgeaqet @fast X R 3R R gfaest Y smod
mﬁ#ﬁ%aﬁﬁm%mgw@amqﬁmmﬁm%l

e He alsoissued a new veiled threat to adopt a tougher stance against Beijing.

3egiel ST & TG AR T&T T@ 379 T 7G0T Aarasi o &1

e A U.S. official noted that China appears to be moving slowly on its promises to issue

export licences for rare earth minerals.

e ARST AFFR 7 Tarm A gevsr gedt wfaatt & e amdd I w3 F el

1 eR-¢Y F17 FT @I
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Ocean rescue

GS Paper llI: Enwronment

Staff from Local Ocean Conservation and fishermen lifting a mature Loggerhead sea turtle into a car after it was caught in fishing gear in
open water. It is being taken for observation before being released back into the ocean. AFp

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Hong Kong pro-democracy activist Jimmy Sham
released from prison

ERIEIET & eliheia WaTd Frahar foreAT 47 e & Rer gw
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HONG KONG

Hong Kong pro-democracy activist
Jimmy Sham released from prison

AP

Hong Kong’s pro-democracy and LGBTQ+ activist Jimmy Sham was
freed on Friday after over four years in prison for his role in the city’s
largest national security case. Mr. Sham, known for leading 2019
protests, continued LGBTQ+ advocacy while jailed, winning a
landmark court ruling. Ap

e Mr. Sham, who led the 2019 protests, continued his LGBTQ+ advocacy while in prison.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Hong Kong pro-democracy
activist Jimmy Sham
released from prison
SRR & dlhdd GAdS
Hdwdr T o st & Rer
gl

9

Jimmy Sham, a pro-democracy and
LGBTQ+ activist in Hong Kong, was
released on Friday after spending
over four years in prison.

ST & Ahdd FAYF 3 LGBTQ+
FrAFar fFT A7 F YHARX F IR AT
T 30F AT A W & a1 Ngr fHar =7

o He was imprisoned for his role in the
city's largest national security case.

37 X & HaAH T3 AT FI&TT A A
SoTehT 31fAehT & ToIT el AT 912 2T

2019 & R TEIT T AAcJcd e dTel A oF STl H &<t §C 37 LGBTQ+ & TaT H =it

Ffshgar ST &

e During his time in prison, he also won a landmark court ruling supporting LGBTQ+

rights.

ST F @A o GRIA 381 LGBTQ+ HTASHRY & T 7 e WAg1RAF 3rereray Saer of

S|
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New horizons
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PCS

Crossing a milestone: Cadets from the National Defence Academy take part in the passing out parade marking the culmination of the
148th training course at Khetrapal Parade Ground in Pune. The first batch of 17 women cadets were part of the cohort. EMMANUAL YOGINI
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Beached box

L™ o

Salvage effort: A container from MSC Elsa 3 that sank off Kochi being retrieved by a team of experts at Vaniyakudi near Kanniyakumari in
Tamil Nadu on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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