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\{\'fn 20 _IGS Paper I: Geography

Kashmir’s granary: Farmers plant paddy saplings in fields at Boniyar Uri in north Kashmir on Thursday. The Uri region is located on the
banks of the Jhelum river, which flows just by the fields. IMRAN NISSAR

AFGHANISTAN
Zaffron is grown only along the
river Jhelum. Zaffron has been
recognized under the Globally
Important Agriculture Heritage
System (GIAHS).

e Jhelum: Wular Lake is a
freshwater lake. It is made due to
lacustrine activity. Source of
Jhelam is Verinag. Its majore
tributaries are Krishanganga. It
meet the Chenab river.
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GS Paper I: Geograph

Members of an expedition to the Mount Everest stand by their tents at the Everest Base Camp in Nepal. As per records, 468 foreign climbers
from 57 countries were given permits to climb Everest by the end of May, along with an equal number of Nepalese mountain guides. A

Mount Everest
ATSC TaRe
¢ Mount Everest is the highest mountain in the world, with an elevation of 8,848.86
meters (29,031.7 feet) above sea level. ]
ATSE TARRT g1 T HaQ a1 Udd 3, ! TS 8,848.86 Hiew (29,031.7 Wie)
gl
e ltis part of the Himalayan range, located in the Mahalangur Himal sub-range.
. ¢ feurera Jaen &1 o § 3R HeTaR e Su-o/en & fRud g
e Mount Everest lies on the border between Nepal and the Tibet Autonomous
Region of China.

o HEC TG AUTd 3R FH & fosad w@row &3 & T R RA 7|

e Itis known as Sagarmatha in Nepali and Chomolungma in Tibetan.
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e Sir Edmund Hillary from New Zealand and Tenzing Norgay, a Sherpa from Nepal,
were the first climbers to reach the summit on 29 May 1953.

e 297% 1953 P! Yuilds & TSHS RN 3R AT & JARUT AT AR T Uga
A W UgE a1 TdaRIg! a1

e The height of Mount Everest was most recently confirmed in 2020 by a joint survey
by China and Nepal.

. $dc TARE B $HdTs B 2020 T T 3R AUTA & Jgad Jd&I01 GRTY: Y H1 718

|

Ashes and snow

GS Paper lll: Geograph

Blatten flattened : The aftermath of a massive landslide is seen near the village of Wiler on Thursday, a day after the Birch Glacier collapsed
and partially destroyed the village of Blatten in the Swiss Alps. Blatten had been evacuated the previous week, officials said. AFP
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Stateless in Serbia: dozens of Russians and Belarusians left in legal limbo

S Paper I: Geographj

Agence France-Presse
NOVISAD

More than 20 Russians and
Belarusians living in Ses
have become “stateless” af
ter not being granted the
Serbian nationality they
had applied for.

Most have lived in Ser-
bia for more than a decade
- buying property, starting
businesses and raising chil-
dren born in the country -
where they are now basi-
cally trapped, unable to
leave.

Up to two years after re-
nouncing their original na-
tionality — which is re-
quired under Serbian rules
~ none has received a clear
explanation from authori-
ties for the delay.

“It has now been almost
a year and a half that I've
been without any citizen-

Stateless
in legal limbo

afeaan  foar serean &

ship,” former Russian citi-
zen Igor Grishin said. “And
I don’t know how long it
will last,” he added. *

month, a year... or the rest
of my lif

The 58-year-old health
podcaster has lived for 11
years in the northern town
of Sremski Karlovci with
his wife and two daught-
ers.

His wife and older
daughter obtained Serbian
citizenship earlier, while
the younger acquired it by
birth. “I cannot travel with
my family,” Mr. Grishin
said. “I couldn’t go to my
mother’s funeral in the
Russian Federation and 1
cannot even visit her
grave,” he added.

Mr. Grishin is in contact
with more than 20 others
in the same situation —
though these are only the

known cases.

Those AFP spoke to
claim they have never ex-
pressed any political views
— either about Russia or
Serbia ~ which in the past
has cost some Russians in
Serbia their residency
there.

All said they had passed
all security checks and re-
nounced their original na-
tionality as the final step.

Big Russian influx
“Serbia gave us confirma-
tion — a guarantee — that it
would accept us if we re-
nounced our citizenship,”
Sergei Stets, a former Bela-
rusian citizen who lives in
Novi Sad, said.

“I've now been without
any citizenship for a year
and a half,” said the 46-
year-old former mountain
bike coach from Minsk.

N
A Russian citizen who is waiting for Serbian citizenship with his wife

at his home. Arp

“I feel as if we're not
wanted — neither there,
nor here,” he said.

Once the selector of Ser-
bia's national team, he had
to give it up because he is
unable to leave the coun-
try, and now gets by deli-
vering meals on his bike.

His wife, a horse-riding

and equine therapy in-
structor, faces the same is
sue, havin,

The O ’s Of

to the Citi; Law in

fice confirmed that rhvy
“are aware of the
adding that “the rev
complaints is ongoing”.
Every country has the
right to conduct additional
checks, said experts on mi-
gration and asylum.
“Although they complet-
ed all procedures and re-
nounced their previous ci-
tizenship, the process can
still take time,” Rados Dju-
rovic, a lawyer and direc
tor of the Asylum Protec-
tion Center NGO,
However, “there is no jus
fication for keeping people

October 2023 aimed at
simplifying the process for
foreigners were withdrawn
after objections from the
European Commission.
“The more liberal re-
forms drew criticism from
Europe, with concerns that

ern countries,” with Ser-
bian citizens allowed to tra-
vel freely in the EU without
avisa.

Maintains close ties
Despite being a cmdul:ne
for EU membersh

worked across lhc rcgwn

“I wrote to the police
several times. The answer
was always the same ~ the
documentation is under
review, and I need to wait,”
he said.

in an status
long-term,” he added.

Mr. Djurovic said out-
side factors linked to “state
policy and international re-
lations” may also be to
blame for the delays.

Proposed amendments

and has not joined
Western sanctions — in-
cluding visa restrictions -
imposed on Moscow.

As a result, demand for
Serbian passports has
surged, with between

80,000 and 1,10,000 Rus-
sians settling in the coun-
try in recent years, accord-
ing to the Belgrade Centre
for Security Policy (BCSP).

While some applicants
remain in limbo, others ~
notably influential Rus-
sians — have reportedly

obtained citizenship
through special proce-
dures.

Last month the respect-
ed outlet KRIK revealed
that 204 Russian nationals
‘were granted Serbian pass-
ports for “national inter-
est” reasons. The i
cludes individuals linked
to Russia’s FSB security
service, war profiteers
from Ukraine and oligarchs
under international sanc-

ns.

Serbian authorities have
not commented on the re-
port

in Serbia: dozens of Russians and Belarusians left

sfafRaaar # w4
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More than 20 Russians and
Belarusians living in Serbia
have become “stateless”
after not being granted
Serbian nationality they had
applied for.

20 ¥ 1O WY 3 Sy
APRE AR A TR T 3¢
gfaars seRear Ag Aea &
TAT R

¢ Most of them have lived in
Serbia for over a decade
— buying property, starting ~ #= "
businesses, and raising ‘
children born in the country
— but are now unable to
leave.

SoTe T TAHILT <ATeT 10 aut
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e Uptotwo years after renouncing their original nationality, none has received a clear

explanation for the delay from authorities.

Al FA ARTRET BIS & AT I Scde o 1e; Y, TRy bl ot TRl & &8 &t Fuse

FROT 5T IATAT AT &

e Former Russian citizen Igor Grishin said he has been without any citizenship for
almost a year and a half, and doesn’t know how long it will last.

Td & AR FR R 57 FgT o6 a5 semstar 35 A1er & a1 fordly AeTiaar & €, 3R

3og oTe1 UdT 1 Ig Rufa & a& el

e He has lived in Sremski Karlovci for 11 years with his wife and two daughters.
a8 AT Toait 3R &F afet & aryr 11 aut & A R 7 3 )@ 2

e His wife and elder daughter obtained Serbian citizenship, while the younger daughter

got it by birth.

3eTeht et 3R T3 A& H1 FITATS ATRAAT Tfer bl &, STaifeh BIE & &l or &

ARTRSR T fFelr g1
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e He cannot travel with his family and missed his mother’s funeral in Russia.
IE I IRAR F TS IET AE FI Thad 31 37961 AT & (AT FEFR & anfAer 7181 g e

e Mr. Grishin is in contact with more than 20 others in the same situation — only the
known cases so far.

A DA 20 F 3WF 37 A9t & o F & s AT HE — 2 R 7 Ao £
e They claim to have never expressed political views about Russia or Serbia, which had
earlier cost some Russians their residency.

3oTehT Tl & T 3ogisy w3l TF IT AfSAT & IR & Torfas QER sg+q 71 e, Sefs
3T & 00 T T AR Hr Tgard Y AT g & 7S 2|

e They all completed security checks and renounced their original citizenship as the
final step.

Segiot Tl AT STrat Y I AT 3R 39 e AT St St 3ifde gfshar o

Big Russian influx

FRAAT Y T2 3TAS

o Serbia gave confirmation to accept them after renunciation of original citizenship,
said Sergei Stets, a former Belarusian now living in Novi Sad.

A WTE H 7@ @ T4 SoTwET AR HaFE FEEH o gl o FIGAT o HA ARRFAT AT F
g 37§ FAIFR FT= A g & o

¢ He has been stateless for a year and a half, and said he feels unwanted both in
Serbia and Belarus.

I8 3¢ AT / ARTRET IR & 3N 3ogiet el fob 3 Wi iR Sarew At Srergl 1
AT AGHH Bl

¢ He was once the selector of Serbia’s national mountain bike team, but had to leave
due to travel restrictions.

g% Tgo Fiaar 1 AT AL a5 AF F TqAFaT ¥, AfheT I YfATl & FROT 305
g OIS I3

e He now delivers meals on his bike to earn a living.
m%mm#m@msﬂmw@%l

o His wife, a horse-riding and equine therapy instructor, also cannot work across
borders as she did previously.

3eTehT Teett, ST gewanr) 3R 3rea fafercar afleres §, 319 ugel T ot fafdest qaf & #mr
T FT AT

e Repeated inquiries to the police were met with the same response — “documentation
is under review.”

gferd 1 & TR fr@sr 9 gA2 U &1 Sfare Ao — “gearda @ w#ter oo @ §17
e Ombudsman response and legal view

drerarer $t wfafar A FegE gewor
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The Ombudsman’s Office said it is “aware of the issue” and complaints are under
review.

AT FRTAT 7 gl [ I8 5T A ¥ 3Ferd & 3R Rrpraar i geiew Hr s @ g1

Migration experts stated that while additional checks are legal, people should not
remain unregulated long-term.

garae ARt oF gl o STafer srfaferd s der g, dem o de 9699 a& sfaafaa Rufa
# 1Y @ st Tnfev)

Lawyer Rados Djurovic said state policy and international relations may also be
causing delays.

FehTer TSN SO o1 gt o o afifer 3 s waert o o ot & 8 wahelt &1
Proposed reforms and EU objection

yEafaa ur i g @ i amafy

Proposed amendments to the Citizenship Law in October 2023 to simplify the
process were withdrawn after objections from the European Commission.

IFEAT 2023 H ARG Slefal H FihaT HTHIT el o ToIT FEATTIT T ol AT
TN Y IRt & S1e T o fam |

The liberal reforms raised concerns in Europe as Serbian citizens have visa-free EU
travel.

3R GURT & JA9 # AT 3cd=7 g3 Fifeh TS AR 1 JUdT For & e i
I Y AT B

Serbia’s Russian ties and citizenship surge

AT & T A Gaer A ARTRS T 1 AT 7 3o

Serbia remains close to Russia and has not joined Western sanctions like visa
restrictions.

TiTIT & T § 39 T 410 W@ ¢ 31 gfeags o0t & e ufaeer SF yfaewt 7 enfaer
T8 g3 8

Between 80,000 and 1,10,000 Russians have settled in Serbia in recent years, says
Belgrade Centre for Security Policy (BCSP).

gTel o asit & 80,000 / 1,10,000 FHY AR FISAT & 98 e &, Ig 3HTehsT s FIam
sifer &g (BCSP) garT fgam = g

Some influential Russians have received citizenship through special procedures.
S FHTERATE T AT 1 ey gfiFanat & areas § awriear ver= 1 as g

KRIK reported that 204 Russian nationals were granted Serbian passports citing
“national interest”, including FSB agents, war profiteers, and sanctioned oligarchs.

KRIK &1 RTE & 317aR 204 Tl AT 1 @ fa” & 3mur o3 afdas arwaie e
1w €, ST FSB Tale, Jaur & aTer FATA arel, 3R afaafre et seahrafa anfae g1
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Serbian authorities have not commented on the report.

afears sifteRal o 58 R w) F1§ feoqoft i Hr )

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Major setback for Trump as U.S. court blocks tariffs

€9 & T 31 31T, IARHY gread A SRE Fr A1

. India hopes U.S. will clear visas on merit

MR F1 3FHIE ¢ foF AR AT FeTar & 3R W I
S

. Arms licence policy is not for people near inter-State

boundaries
AT &3 F A F fAw T § AR arsdw A 3mAE &
qEIHA

9
. NH-66 collapse: PAC directs CAG to do performance

audit

NH-66 €rTd: NTHY o Ha1 &Y gt 3Hifee Fia o1 Ader e

. No Let-up in War of Words Between Congress Leaders

and Tharoor

FTAT AT 3 I &F i eree) Y Sor A F$ FH AT

. Centre Appoints Three Judges to Supreme Court, Fills

All 34 Posts
5 o Tha FE & i mamareiie i fPrgfara #, @ 34 05

QX e

. CDS to Engage with International Military Leaders in

Singapore

HiEew TR F HaRrsdy Ao Aanat § warg F3r
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8. EC’s Single-Point Dashboard Likely to Be Operationa
Before Bihar Election

fRR Tora & gger EC FT fAerer-uige 3als & g A
THTIAT

9. Tobacco Affordability Fueling Cancer Epidemic in India
R H TR i TEAT 3TeUar & FAT AFHAN 96 W e

10. The case for a special fiscal package for Andhra
Pradesh

3y yeor F faw fadw Ry desr Fir smaeaswar
11. Rewriting the Script of Early Childhood Education

YRS arer fAraIr Hr Tav@T FY v & forger

12. SEBI to Collaborate with Probe Agencies to
Safeguard Investors

fovaerst &y geaw & fAw sirr vt & arer @ #1 wgAr
13. ‘OPEC must squeeze U.S. shale to win oil price war’

aof T AT FI 591 shidar & AT 3dE 1 AR AT W/

SdTd ST B19TT

14. China launches Tianwen-2 to collect asteroid
samples by 2027

el o feaTeTast-2 diea faham, 2027 a& aJgarg & dqe o 1
Crg)
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Major setback for Trump
as U.S. court blocks tariffs

I The Court of International Trade says the IEEPA does
not confer unbounded authority on the U.S. President

GS Paper II: US

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

U.S. federal court
Ahas blocked most
of President Do-

nald Trump’s sweeping ta-

® The decision affects the

blanket tariff orders issued by
Trump since January

The ruling by the U.S. Court of International trade on Wednesday dealt a blow
to President Donald Trump'’s central policy of using tough tariffs to force
trading partners to the negotiation table and wring concessions from them

® Agreements, apart from a deal
with Britain, remain elusive for
Trump, and analysts say the stay
may dissuade countries from

Court gives the White House 10 days to halt tariffs;
Trump administration appeals against the ruling

ter Mark Carney said his
government welcomed the
court decision, but warned
that trade ties were still
“profoundly and adversely
threatened” by the remain-
ing sector-specific levies

riffs, boosting markets on ® Following amarket revolt | 1 ghing into deals and further threats.

Thursday with a ruling that after the LiberationDay' | Loaneintodedls Mr. Trump unveiled
could derail his trade tar!ﬁannouncement on ® Trump could impose sweepi.ng il'l'l])Ul"I duties on
strategy. April 2, Trump had paused sector-specific levies if the ruling nearly all trading partners

The move marks a sig-
nificant setback to Mr.
Trump as he bids to re-

QQ Jjudges

most duties for 90 days for
negotiations

holds inspite of an appeal by the
administration

s blatantly wrong — and

on April 2, at a baseline
10%, plus steeper levies on
dozens of economies, in-

draw the U.S. trading rela- fident this d nwill be cluding China and the EU.
tionship with the world by Do - i

S how to prope overturned on appeal ‘ >
forcing governments to the national emel iy ‘Abuse of power’

negotiating table through
tough new tariffs.

The U.S. court’s ruling also
quashes duties that Mr.

But the three-judge i i i Trump imposed on Cana-
Court of International l]'ldlﬂ gal.lglng lml.)aCt Ell)l'l MuSk to leave da, Ma]:xicopalnd China sepa-
Trade ruled on Wednesday Of U.S. court Verdlct U.S. govemment [‘()le rately using emergency
that Mr. Trump had over- powers.
stepped his authority, and  Ngw pELHI WASHINGTON But it leaves 25% duties

barred most of the duties
announced since he took
office in January. The judg-
es said the cases rested on
whether the International
Emergency Economic
Powers Act of 1977 (IEEPA)
delegate such powers to
the President “in the form
of authority to impose unli-
mited tariffs on goods from

The Centre is assessing the potential impact of
the U.S. court’s ruling that blocked the sweeping
tariffs imposed by President Donald Trump,
according to government sources. They added
that the U.S. team of negotiators for the ongaing
India-U.S. Free Trade Agreement discussions
would be in India on June 5-6 and the talks were
“progressing well”. Experts said India must use
the opportunity provided by the court decision
to reassess strategy in FTA talks. » PAGE 12

Billionaire Elon Musk on Wednesday announced
he was leaving his role in U.S. government
shortly after his first major break with Mr. Trump
over his signature spending Bill. He said on X: “As
my scheduled time as a Special Government
Employee comes to an end, | would like to thank
President Donald Trump for the opportunity to
reduce wasteful spending. The DOGE mission will
only strengthen over time as it becomes a way of
life throughout the government.” » PAGE 14

on the auto, steel and alu-
minium industries intact.

Asian markets rallied on
Thursday and United
States . futures pointed to
early gains, but Europe
‘was mixed, with London in
the red while Paris and
Frankfurt rose.

Japan’s tariffs envoy
Ryosei Akazawa said as he

nearly every country in the left for a fourth round of
world”. authority of President “It is not for unelected  pursue these right now. talks in Washington that

Trump.” judges to decide how to Mr. Hassett insisted that ~ Tokyo — reeling from tariffs
President’s power The White House also  properly address a nation-  “hiccups” because of deci-  on cars — would study the

“The court does not read
IEEPA to confer such un-
bounded authority and
sets aside the challenged
tariffs imposed thereun-
der,” the ruling said.

Attorneys for the Trump
administration  promptly
filed an appeal against the
ruling, which gave the
White House 10 days to
complete the bureaucratic
process of halting the
tariffs.

The White House called
the ruling “blatantly
wrong,” while expressing
confidence that the deci-
sion would be overturned

said that top U.S. officials
have been in touch with
their counterparts in other
countries to discuss Wed-
nesday’s ruling.

Mr. Trump had argued
that U.S’s trade deficits
and the threat posed by
the influx of drugs consti-
tuted a “national emergen-
cy” that justified wides-
pread tariffs.

The federal trade court
was ruling in two separate
cases — brought by busi-
nesses and a coalition of
State governments — argu-
ing that the President had
violated Congress’s power

al emergency,” White
House spokesperson Kush
Desai said in a statement.
“President Trump
pledged to put America
first, and the administra-
tion is committed to using
every lever of executive
power to address this crisis
and restore American
greatness,” Mr. Desai said.

“Nothing has changed’
Mr. Trump’s trade adviser
Peter Navarro told Bloom-
berg Television: “Nothing’s
really changed.”

Kevin Hassett, director
of the National Economic

sions by “activist judges”
would not affect negotia-
tions with other trading
partners, adding that three
deals are close to
finalisation.

Beijing — which was hit
by 145% tariffs before they
were sharply reduced to
give space for negotiations
- reacted to the court rul-
ing by saying the Unites
States should scrap the
levies.

“China urges the United
States to heed the rational
voices from the interna-
tional community and
domestic stakeholders and

ruling.

Meanwhile, Gregory W.
Meeks, the top Democrat
on the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, said the
ruling confirmed that
“these tariffs are an illegal
abuse of executive power.”

“Trump’s declaration of
a bogus national emergen-
cy to justify his global trade
war was an absurd and un-
lawful use of IEEPA,” he
said.

The Justice Department
has defended Mr. Trump’s
trade strategy in court, in-
sisting that the judiciary
has very limited authority

on appeal. of the purse. Council, told the Fox Busi-  fully cancel the wrongful  over his actions and spark-

White House spokesper- The judges stated that ness that although officials  unilateral tariff measures,”  ing criticism that the White
son Karoline Leavitt told any interpretation of the have other options that said Commerce Ministry House was attempting to
presspersons that the judg-  IEEPA that “delegates unli-  would “take a couple of spokeswoman He  usurp the power of the oth-
es “brazenly abused their — mited tariff authority is months” to implement, Yonggian. er branches of
judicial power to usurp the  unconstitutional”. they are not planning to Canadian Prime Minis- government.

Major

setback for Trump as U.S. court blocks tariffs

€9 & AT o131 31w, IARE gread A SRE Fr A1
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A U.S. federal court has blocked most of President Donald Trump’s
sweeping tariffs, boosting markets on Thursday with a ruling that
could derail his trade strategy.

S FANA T Jgrerd o Tseufa SiATes €T F FTAFer s eRE Fr
U o, e TFar Y aorR 7 a9t 3mé 31 7 faoty soreht samaw
A Y It T FhaT B

The move marks a significant setback to Mr. Trump as he bids to redraw the U.S. trading
relationship with the world by forcing governments to the negotiating table through tough
new tariffs.

g HeH AT ¢9 & [T Ueh Ageaqut FeaT 8, S FOR AT ERE & ATCTA § THRT &I ardr
F1 AT 9T IR IANFT F IRTF IR Faut 1 T J 3R 1 I8 A

But the three-judge Court of International Trade ruled on Wednesday that Mr. Trump
had overstepped his authority, and barred most of the duties announced since he took
office in January.

QAfhe] JUAR FY FEIAUAT ¢35 FIE Y ey-aramefiel A dvs ¥ fot fgzr & s da
3791 WAT IR FT &Y, 3R STadl @ 3e7eh caRT N Jferehrer geeht oX gferaer ofam fear|

The judges said the cases rested on whether the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act of 1977 (IEEPA) delegates such powers to the President “in the form of
authority to impose unlimited tariffs on goods from nearly every country in the world”.

ITATRIT ¥ hgT foh ATHAT 39 a1 R AR Xar & foh 1977 T FaASET JTaTAHhTeleT
T erfeFaa AT (IEEPA) Trseufa ot I8 31T ST & AT =18 o a8 oIeTsTar gx a2r
¥ ImaTfae aeqait 9 AT TRE o w9 |

The President’s power

Iregafa ér afea

“The court does not read IEEPA to confer such unbounded authority and sets aside the
challenged tariffs imposed thereunder,” the ruling said.

el 7 ShgT I3, "37eTeld IEEPA I 38 YR T AT afera <o arerm A&7 AT 3R
S8 6 o@NT T FAlAqoT SR 1 I#AeT AT 81"

Attorneys for the Trump administration promptly filed an appeal against the ruling, which
gave the White House 10 days to complete the bureaucratic process of halting the
tariffs.

& WRITH & Jehrall of i 36 ool & e srdier e 7, foreet sgmse ar3@ &1 10 R
T THY fer 311 § 1feh ag TR Y Aot T wermafares fswam &F @ 7 T |
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o The White House called the ruling “blatantly wrong,” while expressing confidence that
the decision would be overturned on appeal.

TEIST §I3H of 34 AU T "FISE T F I I, 3R faeara Fam & srdier # 98
Aot gere fear soer|

o White House spokesperson Karoline Leavitt told press personnel that the judges
“brazenly abused their judicial power to usurp the authority of President Trump.”

TEISC EI3H Y YaFdT Yelld Afde o T3hRT & Fgl fo =ararediert & “fasar ¥ gt
TTAF ATFT T GEIANT FT AU T T Fell Bhefet T FATH fohar|”

e The White House also said that top U.S. officials have been in touch with their
counterparts in other countries to discuss Wednesday’s ruling.

ogTST g3 o Ig #71 gt Toh o IrARAY ey 31w S2it & 31T THSET & Tk H ¢
difer gErar & forotr ox ==l & 57 ||

e Mr. Trump had argued that U.S.’s trade deficits and the threat posed by the influx of
drugs constituted a “national emergency” that justified widespread tariffs.

A g & f&ar a1 7F AR F1 SR grer 3R AGE garsit & ¥ag  3cqed @all U
"I HTTAFRT &, ST eATqh SRE &1 3T serar &1

e The federal trade court was ruling in two separate cases — brought by businesses and a
coalition of State governments — arguing that the President had violated Congress’s
power of the purse.

T SATIR ATATAT o7 & 37eT91-37e19T ATHGT I 01T ar — Y eggamat 3k s
TIHRT & TS IR T a7 ¥ — fFHHA T o1 & Togufa A sieaw it e afeaat
T SoodeT fhaT|

e The judges stated that any interpretation of the IEEPA that “delegates unlimited tariff
authority is unconstitutional.”

=graTefielt & et foR IEEPA &Y &g off sarear St 3 aRw e diudr 8,
yadafas gl

e “ltis not for unelected judges to decide how to properly address a national emergency,”
White House spokesperson Kush Desai said in a statement.
EIST B13H oh Taehcll A SHTE o Ueh AT H hel, "Ig X AGI T ~ATATENRAT T 1A 7761 §
fF o g T F T TS TR & HA Ager e

e “President Trump pledged to put America first, and the administration is committed to
using every lever of executive power to address this crisis and restore American
greatness,” Mr. Desai said.

Y ST A T, "Usgufa €7  JARFT BEE Fr gfarar v ot 3R gemrae 39 The ¥ Hues
3R IARE AT ) T@TT A & [T FRSERY AP F & 3UTT 7 3T Rl & ToIv
gfaeey §1”
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Nothing has changed

— Mr. Trump’s trade adviser Peter Navarro told Bloomberg Television: “Nothing’s really
changed.”

— A1 €U & eITIR HellghR e ATRY o So[#AT ellidolel & el "add H FS ¢! agell
gl

Kevin Hassett, director of the National Economic Council, told Fox Business that
although officials have other options that would “take a couple of months” to implement,
they are not planning to pursue these right now.

AATA SHIANAF FISTAA & AP hideT U o Biad oty o gar= F 3wt &
a3 faehed g TSieteh o] gl & "F& AR o7 Tehdl &, AfeheT tholglel 3¢ 3Tt &l
TNSTAT =T8T B

Mr. Hassett insisted that “hiccups” because of decisions by “activist judges” would not

affect negotiations with other trading partners, adding that three deals are close to
finalisation.

— oY 8¢ A SR A Fgl fh "FrRITaT =arameient & haal & FRUT "Hga" 3T ARG
HTNGRT & AT ST Y THITAT 781 el 3R et wastla sifaw axor & §
— Beijing — which was hit by 145% tariffs before they were sharply reduced to give

space for negotiations — reacted to the court ruling by saying the United States should
scrap the levies.

— ISR — Tore R Tgel 145% Yea ofaTTT a1T AT R a16 H ST & [T 57e18 &t 8
38 TreT T I — & JHeTerd & el X ITAfhAT & §T el o HYe T AR 1
ST Yool T WA FH oll AR

“China urges the United States to heed the rational voices from the international
community and domestic stakeholders and fully cancel the wrongful unilateral tariff
measures,” said Commerce Ministry spokeswoman He Yonggian.

— IO HATErT Y TaFdT § ATRFATA 7 Fg: "NeT T T AN § 31T FAT &
fo a5 IAUSET FACT 3R oo RAURERT Y T JraTsil W e2mel & 3R &+ e
THATHT ek 3UTAT T [ g eg A"

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney said his government welcomed the court

decision, but warned that trade ties were still “profoundly and adversely threatened”
by the remaining sector-specific levies and further threats.

HeATST & TETAHA ATH Fedt o gl [oh SeTehl TIHR 3ETeld & haol T TIRTT HIaT &,
olfehat dcATaalt &Y foh AT &1-FaRy eeehl 31X 33T hr erAfehal & HROT SATAR Feer 31T o
"R w7 & 3R afme w7 F @Ay A ¢

Mr. Trump unveiled sweeping import duties on nearly all trading partners on April 2, at

a baseline 10%, plus steeper levies on dozens of economies, including China and the
EU.
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A €9 7 2 I Y ST Fel AR HRMERT IR AT AT ek 1T, e 10%
A &X Y, 3R e et 3N $ AT 8 Irdeaae a3t u¥ 3R Y ek ATfder |

‘Abuse of power’

"Wl T GSIIIT

The U.S. court’s ruling also quashes duties that Mr. Trump imposed on Canada,
Mexico, and China separately using emergency powers.

HART 31eTed HT Ig HacT ATITe AfFTET ST 91T HT AT ¢ SarT FaArsT, AfFaa! 3R

el TR ofaTTT 91T [eahi b &Y Teg il &
But it leaves 25% duties on the auto, steel, and aluminium industries intact.
AfereT g 3ifeY, ¥éer, 3R vegeifarasr 3¢l oX et 25% e TR [T &

Asian markets rallied on Thursday and United States futures pointed to early gains,
but Europe was mixed, with London in the red while Paris and Frankfurt rose.

TR T TIRAATE ATART & 3BTl T I 3R FAREY gt A B3I Fere T 3R FART
foram, wifehet IR # TReI-Sor TS 6T, STgi wiget Prae & o7 Siafe 9w 3R e 7
dod HY TS|

Japan’s tariffs envoy Ryosei Akazawa said as he left for a fourth round of talks in
Washington that Tokyo, reeling from tariffs on cars — would study the ruling.

ST & e wfafaftr Raa$ sreremar & affdieresr 7 =i g 1 a1 & fore wamer g
AT Fe1 o Srarat, S foh R 9T o Qo @ T 8, 56 el &l HeTT |

Meanwhile, Gregory W. Meeks, the top Democrat on the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, said the ruling confirmed that “these tariffs are an illegal abuse of
executive power.”

S8 e, F13H BT HAH FAE & MY SAHE WY 3o HFH o1 Sgl foh Tg hefern 30
a1 &1 IR & § 6 ¥ Yo FRIGR T F1 e oo §1

“Trump’s declaration of a bogus national emergency to justify his global trade war
was an absurd and unlawful use of IEEPA,” he said.

3-giel ehgl, "dfRae SATIR IS T HET SETe o ToIT T T ST TS 3marey feerfey hr
YOI IEEPA &1 Ush 3faderet 3iX arder 3uier am)

The Justice Department has defended Mr. Trump’s trade strategy in court, insisting
that the judiciary has very limited authority over his actions and sparking criticism that
the White House was attempting to usurp the power of the other branches of
government.

mﬁmﬁmﬁ&ﬁ@aﬁrmmﬁwmm@m%mﬁ
mmwagamﬁam%,mﬁwmgé%mmwﬁm
ATET3HT FT ATFT TSI T HIFART = @R
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India hopes U.S. will
clear visas on merit

|GS Paper Il
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Issuing visas is a sovereign
topic for the U.S. govern-
ment, the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) said on
Thursday, but added that
the government hopes that
the process will be com-
pleted in time for Indian
students to join the U.S.
universities they have
gained admission to this
year.

This comes amidst re-
ports that the U.S. missions
in India and around the
world have temporarily
paused scheduling new vi-
sa appointments as they
await instructions from the
U.S. State Department on
how to enhance their
screening of applicants’ so-
cial media profiles.

MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said that
the welfare of students was
of “utmost priority”.

“We have seen reports
suggesting the U.S. govern-
ment updated guidance re-
garding Student and Ex-
change Visitor  visa
applicants,” Mr. Jaiswal
said. “While we note that
issuance of visa is a sove-
reign function, we hope
that the application of In-
dian students will be consi-
dered on merit and they
will be able to join their
academic programmes on
time,” he added.

Mr. Jaiswal also pointed
out that more than
3,30,000 Indian students
were studying in the U.S.,
as of 2023-24. Indians
made up nearly 30% of the
roughly 1.1 million interna-
tional students in the U.S.
that year, the biggest bloc
from any country.

Foreign Secy meetings

The controversy over the
student visas, the latest
hiccup to hit India-U.S. re-
lations, came even as Fo-
reign Secretary Vikram
Misri ended his three-day
visit to ington. The

5]

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
meets U.S. Deputy Secretary of
State Chris Landau in the U.S.

U.S. set to revoke
visas of Chinese
students: Rubio

WASHINGTON

U.S. Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said on Wednesday that
the Trump administration will
begin revoking visas of some
Chinese students, including
those studying in “critical
fields". The action comes amid
the intensifying scrutiny of ties
between U.S. higher education
and China. » PAGE 14

raised during Mr. Misri’s
meetings, particularly his
talks with U.S. Deputy Se-
cretary of State Christoph-
er Landau.

“IMr. Landau and Mr. ~

Misri] agreed that technol-
ogy, trade, and talent will
shape the India-U.S. part-
nership in the 2ist centu-
ry,” Mr. Jaiswal said, adding
that they committed to
strengthening the compre-
hensive global strategic
partnership between the
two countries. “So wheth-
er this particular issue was
raised [or not], I would say
that all issues of mutual in-
terest was discussed bet-
‘ween India and the U.S”
Mr. Jaiswal said that Mr.
Misri had also discussed
defence and energy coop-
eration, as well as efforts to
strengthen the Quad,
IMEEC (India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corri-
dor), and 12U2 (Israel-In-
dia-UAE-U.S.) initiatives.
External Affairs Minister S.
i kar is due to travel

MEA spokesperson did not
confirm whether the pause
in visas, or the Trump ad-
ministration’s latest repeti-
tion of claims that the U.S.
mediated the India-Pakis-
tan ceasefire using trade as
leverage, were issues

to Washington in June for a
meeting of Quad Foreign
Ministers, and India is ex-
pected to host the Quad
summit in November.

HARVARD BAN ON HOLD
» PAGE 14
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India hopes U.S. will clear visas on merit

R & 3FAIE & o 3R i ITar & 3R )
STRY M

Issuing visas is a sovereign topic for the U.S. government, the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said on Thursday, but added
that the Indian government hopes the process will be completed
in time for Indian students to join the U.S. universities they have
gained admission to this year.

faeer FarerT (MEA) o %A &1 &gt & diam sl &3 3aRe war

$1 v 93] v ¥, AffheT s avhR 1 371g & & I 9fear sog
7 & STt anf SR o 5w a¥ e 3RS Reafagzmerat & gaer
T g §, 39 ATAT g1 /|

e This comes amidst reports that U.S. missions in India and around the
world have temporarily paused scheduling new visa appointments as they
await instructions from the U.S. State Department on how to enhance
screening of applicants’ social media profiles.

Tg T 37 Revet & e |reeT 31S § foreret agt ara & o s 3i gfevar st
AR e o 3Rl &9 8 A 7 srdigedc A5 F6 OF ATy,
FIifeh I 3MTdcani I Arerer HBAT WGBTS Y SITT I SgaX Fedled o T FARSY
fareer fsmer @ A2 &1 sd9R FI IR

e MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that the welfare of students
was of "utmost priority".

MEA & JaerdT TR Staarer o gt o orat Y s7arrs "gafea wraf@sar g1

o He stated that they had seen reports suggesting that the U.S.
government updated guidance regarding Student and Exchange Visitor
visa applicants.

e While acknowledging that visa issuance is a sovereign function, he
expressed hope that applications of Indian students will be considered on
merit and they will be able to join their academic programmes on time.

3egiet e foh Seaiet 0T ROIE G&T § ST Farelt § o 3R aar o ¥ede ik

vFgdsr RAfSeT A9 3macst & fow Ren-fAdert #f 3ase R g
o ISl ST AT U ] H E1 §U 37, 3¢ 3501e § o TRl oll & Jrdest Avaan &

YR R TAhR fHT F1war 31K 3 319eT A6TT0Te HRIHAT H AT 9T ATTAT &7 ehal |

e Mr. Jaiswal also highlighted that as of 2023-24, over 3,30,000 Indian students were
studying in the U.S., forming nearly 30% of the approximately 1.1 million international
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students in the country, making them the largest group from any nation.

At StHarer o Tg off Iar fF 2023-24 G 3,30,000 @ 3w HRAT B 3ARFT H Jers
R g U, ST TET o 9re7eT 1.1 FRATIT aRIsET Sl T 9re99r 30% feear &, 3R fonady

#T 32T ¥ Ig HEY F3T WHE T

o Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri’s recent visit to Washington also coincided with the
ongoing visa concerns. The MEA did not confirm whether the issue of visa pause, or
the Trump administration’s recent claims that the U.S. mediated the India-Pakistan
ceasefire using trade as leverage, were raised during Mr. Misri’s discussions, especially
with U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Christopher Landau.

faeer aftra Rsrar Rt 1 aifRIeTest 2 of 57 o Heel & @& g1 MEA & 9 GfSe 81
&Y T &Y 7Y T S, [T F7 T 3N F 39 fager aRe ey st & ary, & fier
T T ST TATHA F FIrAT &1 — o AR o RA-IfFeater ufaeT H IR &1
3T Y AT T — S Heg ISV T AT g |

e According to Mr. Jaiswal, both Mr. Landau and Mr. Misri agreed that technology, trade,
and talent will shape India-U.S. partnership in the 21st century, and reiterated their
commitment to strengthening the comprehensive global strategic partnership.

AT SHEaTel & ITAN, AT oist 3 A {7 et & FgAte STars o weaifad, samar sk
wfarst 21t W & RT-3ARFT AEEY Y 3R &9 31K 38T gHT dRTF wEAfaw
ATBERY & AT et T Sfdagudr aes|

o He added that regardless of whether the visa issue was specifically raised, all matters
of mutual interest were discussed.

3egiet SISt fob 81l &1 I HeeT Ay €9 & o1 71T 81 AT 781, offeher Faft ot et &
He@T IX T &Y TS|
e Mr. Misri also discussed defence and energy cooperation and explored ways to

strengthen regional frameworks like the Quad, IMEEC (India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor), and 12U2 (Israel-India-UAE-U.S.).

A TAE =¥ T AR Tt wger 9T o ==t B 3R 7@, IMEEC (Ra-HET q@-J09 s
AFRART) 3R 12U2 (FIS-HRA-HIFT IR HARTT-3ARFT) S8 &g gt 1 woied
el o ALTehl T TelTer T |

o External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar is scheduled to visit Washington in June for the
Quad Foreign Ministers’ meeting, and India is likely to host the Quad summit in
November.

facer 7 vw. ST S A Fars fader AT it dow & fov arfieres v amm & 3R
H I AGaR 7 FaTS AT FFATT HT AT et HT FHIS &
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India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEEC)
HRA-AET q4-J09 31 faamr (IMEEC)

The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEEC) is a proposed economic corridor
aimed at enhancing connectivity and economic integration between India, the Middle East,
and Europe.

HRA-AET qE-JO9 3w aIfAART (IMEEC) Ueh SedTide 3eh aifaarT & TSI 3eged R,
AET g4, 3R AT & dr G 3R 31T vehianior @l Fer gl

Announced on September 9, 2023, during the G20 Summit in New Delhi, the IMEEC is a
collaborative initiative involving countries like India, United States, United Arab Emirates,
Saudi Arabia, France, Germany, Italy, and the European Union.

9 Rde 2023 F A% fReel & G20 @R FFAdaT & ST BIf¥d, IMEEC Us wgaiell ggeT &
AT ¥ S e A gl

Features of IMEEC
IMEEC &Y gfaeryame

* Multimodal Transport Network: The corridor envisions a combination of rail, road, and maritime
routes to facilitate seamless trade and connectivity.

- AediAls URaee sicad: IE MO I, H5F, 3 WHA AN & HAST AT FHolsll HT § dlfh
foeer SaIR 3R G HT GlAUrTeTn ST S Fehl

* Two Separate Corridors:
Eastern Corridor: Connects India to the Arabian Gulf.

Northern Corridor: Connects the Arabian Gulf to Europe.
« &Y -3 ITAIR:
gt TN R &1 3T PR A ST &
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38 ATRIRT 3RT AER & QAT & SANST &

« Strategic Ports and Cities: Key locations along the corridor include Mumbai (India), Fujairah and
Jebel Ali (UAE), Dammam and Riyadh (Saudi Arabia), Haifa (Israel), and Piraeus (Greece).

- A dewene IR et AR & YHE TUE J #aE (), Tl 3R Saer el (JU8), gAe
3R RarE (@36 31E), 8T (3oR1sd), 3R RARrew (i) anfaer §

Objectives and Significance

35aeT IR A

* Enhancing Trade Efficiency: By providing an alternative to traditional trade routes like the Suez
Canal, IMEEC aims to reduce transit time and costs.

« SR &TAT FoTAT: TS AgY o1 IRURE AR ARIT & fadhed & § #, IMEEC & 3663T
URITHA FAT 3R AT BN FH AT §

» Geopolitical Strategy: Serves as a counterbalance to initiatives like China's Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), promoting a rules-based international order.

» TSN IO W & Ao T3 A3 sARITfed (BRI) ST Tgell & Hhed & §9 # SR
FLAT &, S AIA-3MRT IARIASET STIEAT Hl §glar &l g

* Economic Growth: Facilitates economic development in participating regions by improving
infrastructure and connectivity.

- A Fefdr: gAIIET e AR FUS H GUR FXeh HET o arel &=t 7 31T faehre
grAeTsTes ST 3

Recent Developments
g &1 arfar

* In June 2024, India approved the construction of the Vadhavan Port near Mumbai with an
investment of $9.14 billion, aiming to enhance maritime infrastructure linked to IMEEC.

* S 2024 H, HRA & HIg & I UG NE & AT A1 $9.14 Rfdgar & aer & @y Ay 4,
ST 3eced IMEEC & 5[ HHAT fAamd o/ I qef gl

* India and UAE held inaugural talks in May 2024 to advance the corridor's development, focusing on
collaboration and investment opportunities.

Page19
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« AR AR quE A AE 2024 F AfRIN & faehra 1 319 dei & forw g ardr @, e agr
3R A9 & AT W &g Figa har |

Challenges and Considerations
gatfaat ik fEr

» Geopolitical Tensions: Regional conflicts, such as the Gaza war, have posed challenges to the
corridor's progress.

» TSR TATE: ST J S &1 Funt o AR 1 gorfd # geAlfaar 3cdea $1 gl

* Infrastructure Development: Coordinated efforts are required among participating nations to
develop and synchronize infrastructure projects.

- gfAATdY o T RF: T A arel 3T & A FHTCAT YA B HERIRAT § i giegrer
g Fr IRAISTAAT FT G AR FHwag Far a1 ah|

12U2 (India-Israel-UAE-U.S.)
12U2 (IRA-SIRISH-HYFd 3RS FARTT-HIFT T5T HARH)

The 12U2 Group is a strategic alliance comprising India, Israel, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), and the United States (U.S.).

12U2 |HE Ueh I0TATh IToate § foas oRa, 3omsd, §g@d 319 3R (UAE), 3k
AN (U.S) anfAe &l

Often referred to as the "West Asian Quad," this grouping focuses on collaborative efforts in
economic, technological, and regional security domains.

# FgaeTcAs JArEl I hied g

The 12U2 initiative was conceptualized in October 2021 during a virtual meeting of the foreign
ministers of the four nations.
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1202 98 T hodell gy 2021 H TR St & fader At & v axsrer Jo & aluer &
a5 |

First Leaders' Summit: The inaugural summit was held virtually on July 14, 2022, marking the
formal launch of the group.

ggel @Y FFANT: I8 RIGX TFAT 14 Ja1§ 2022 H a43relt 3o fham arm o, fSee
g 1 JgaRe resnd A [T R

Abraham Accords Influence: The normalization of relations between Israel and several Arab
nations, including the UAE, through the Abraham Accords in 2020, set the stage for broader
regional cooperation, facilitating the formation of 12U2.

HTEA AT FT IHTG: 2020 H AAEH FHFAT & ATEIH T SoRBd IR Hs IRT ¢2f (S
UAE) & &g §aYl & FTATHIHIOT &7 SAT9eh & HEAET T AT 9ed fohar 3R 1202 %
ST H FGG Frl

Objectives of 12U2
12U2 & 3caRT

Economic Cooperation: Promote joint investments and initiatives in key sectors.
nfdw wedhr yog@ & & agad fAder 3R ggel 1 gerar &l

Technological Collaboration: Leverage the technological strengths of member countries for
mutual benefit.

wlezfarhr wgater. T St Fr diefArhrg areransit &1 sradt st & T 39Aier e
Regional Security: Enhance cooperation to address regional security challenges.
& e & FRaT gAlfadt & U & U dgIeT w Hslgd wE|

Private Sector Engagement: Encourage private sector participation to drive innovation and
economic growth.

it & i HrigRY: Aarr 3R anfde Ry I ggar ¢ & fov Ash ax fr s’y ar
gicaried aeT|

Key Focus Areas

qET By &
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Water: Enhancing water conservation and management techniques.
STT: STl WIETOT 3R YaUeT daheilehl T SgcX SaATaT|
Energy: Developing renewable energy projects and promoting energy security.

FaAt: ARFONT FaAT TRAYT3 w1 e 3R st graw Fr Ferar e

Transportation: Improving transportation infrastructure and connectivity.
aRager: IRager Iraavaar 3R FafFefad & gur s

Space: Collaborating on space exploration and satellite technology.
3rafat. 3raReT 3=awor 3 39IE qFhelier T eI HIET|

Health: Strengthening healthcare systems and pandemic preparedness.
ALY TARFLT [A13T T AT el X AFHN A Ay |

Food Security: Ensuring sustainable and resilient food supply chains.

Iy G wad 3R a=hel @y arqfd sf@anst wr giafRaa e

Major Initiatives and Projects

Y@ gga AR aRASEe

* Food Parks in India: The UAE has committed to investing $2 billion to develop integrated food parks
in India, aiming to enhance food security and reduce waste.

- AR # 3 U UAE & HIR & Tehishdl §F UTeh faehflicT kel o [T $2 3R f¥aer adel &
gfdeetrdr STars g, [T 3eced Wieg Gt deln 3R a&id) I &7 e g

* Renewable Energy Project in Gujarat: A collaborative project to establish a 300 MW hybrid
renewable energy facility combining solar and wind energy, complemented by a battery storage
system. The U.S. Trade and Development Agency funded a feasibility study for this $330 million
project.

« ST A ANFIONT FSAT IRASAT: 300 AT FTRfas FdFONT FT Flawm T = & T
ggarh aRareer, oas gt 3k gaa FaT 1 defi ssrRor yomel & arer Sier S| 39 $330
fAfea aRTeEr & 0T 3@RE R 3R R ol & aafaE sregaa & g Far g
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« Joint Space Venture: Announced on the sidelines of the 78th United Nations General Assembly in
September 2023, this initiative aims to develop a space-based tool to address environmental and
climate challenges.

- §gFd JaRer aRAeEn Rdew 2023 # 78dt @gFa g AT & SR AN 56 g
38T gATaoi 3R Srearg geifat @ Aues & fov sraRer smenRa swaor fasf@d & 2

Recent Developments
g Y geaATe

* India-UAE Agreements: On January 9, 2024, India and the UAE signed four agreements to bolster
cooperation within the 12U2 framework, focusing on renewable energy and food processing sectors.

« HRA-UAE FASI: 9 SeTail 2024 1 ARA 3R UAE @ 12U2 ™ & dgd dga1dT ¢l & folt IR
FHEET W &EaR e, Sasr wea adiaia F91 3R @eg T8 & W &

* Continued U.S. Commitment: As of February 2024, the U.S. reaffirmed its commitment to the [12U2
initiative, emphasizing its importance despite regional conflicts.

< 3ARFT A fdaw wfaaguar wadl 2024 %, §gFT ST FANFTA 1202 9 & 9fd 3r9eh
yfaegerar alevrs, 3N ey wust & Srase s #gar )W g fam|
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licence policy is not for people near

inter-State boundaries, clarifies Assam CM

|GS Paper II: Inter State Dispute |

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma, on
Thursday, clarified that his
government’s arms licence
policy will not be applica-
ble to those residing along
the State’s boundaries with
Arunachal Pradesh, Megh-
alaya, Mizoram, and
Nagaland.

Assam has had bloody
border disputes with these
four northeastern States,
claiming more than 200
lives over more than five
decades. The boundary
disputes with Arunachal
Pradesh and Meghalaya
have  been  resolved
partially.

On Wednesday, the As-
sam Cabinet approved a
policy to issue arms licenc-
es to “original inhabitants
and indigenous communi-

Himanta Biswa Sarma

ties” living in vulnerable
and border regions.

“There were some quer-
ies regarding whether the
arms licence policy would
also apply to inter-State
border areas such as those
shared with Meghalaya,
Arunachal Pradesh, Mizo-
ram, and Nagaland,” he
posted on X.

“Let us clarify: Assam
has always maintained that

inter-State border issues
are matters that can and
should be  resolved
through mutual under-
standing and trust. We do
not view these regions as
vulnerable in the context
of  national security
threats. Accordingly, the
arms licence policy will not
be applicable to the inter-
State border areas of As-
sam,” he said.

According to the Cabi-
net decision, the arms li-
cence policy will be applic-
able in the Barpeta,
Dhubri, Goalpara, Mori-
gaon, Nagaon, and South
Salmara-Mankachar  dis-
tricts.  Bengali-speaking
Muslims are a majority in
these districts, two of
which — Dhubri and South
Salmara-Mankachar — bor-
der Bangladesh.

“The Cabinet decision is
important and sensitive.

The indigenous people in
these districts live in an at-
mosphere of insecurity
due to the recent develop-
ments in Bangladesh. They
face the threat of attacks
from the Bangladesh side
and even in their own vil-
lages,” Mr. Sarma told
journalists.

‘Doubting BSF’

Reacting to the Cabinet de-
cision, Trinamool Con-
gress MP Sushmita Dev
from Barak Valley said the
arms licence policy “takes
the credibility of the Assam
government to zero”.

She said the decision
conveys a message to the
people in border areas that
the Border Security Force
(BSF) and the Assam police
cannot protect them from
“illegal immigrants” and is-
sues from across the (Ban-
gladesh) border.

Arms licence policy is not for people near inter-State

boundaries

AT &3 F A F AT T 7 AR arsdw A 3mH &

AEHAT

9

On Thursday, Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma clarified that the arms
licence policy of his government will not be applicable to people living along the
State’s borders with Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram, and Nagaland.

TEAR Y WA $ FEFHA RHdT fawar a7 & Tuse fHar & s R 1 gfar
AW A 3 AT TR ATy A gt Y T A IreoTTEe gew, Aurery, AR 3R
araTels i Hast F o @
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e Assam has had violent border disputes with these four northeastern States, which
have claimed more than 200 lives over the past five decades.

31HH T 3o TR qafeR T2t & A1y fwe die Rarg @18, 5w Ree afe gerel 7 200
¥ e wa ST a1g

e The boundary disputes with Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya have been partially
resolved.

IEOTTEI W2 3R A=Tery o @y AT faare; 3nifre w9 @ Fergm foram aram g

e On Wednesday, the Assam Cabinet approved a policy to issue arms licences to
“original inhabitants and indigenous communities” living in vulnerable and border
regions.

TUAR &1 WA Hfaae o " frard 3 Tl wogemi o @aeerde st damadt ax=t 7
TR ATSAH ot T ATt bt A &T
e Responding to queries, the CM clarified on X that the policy will not apply to inter-State

border areas like those shared with Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, and
Nagaland.

ISATS & STald A FEIAN o X (TFH) R Te fhan o g Aifa Aarer, sreomere g,
s skt amTls Sidh sfav-Te HieT a¥Et ox Sy A gl
e He said Assam believes that inter-State border issues must be resolved through

mutual understanding and trust, and these areas are not seen as vulnerable in
terms of national security.

3ogiol gl foh 3THH FT ATAAT ¢ foh IaR-T=g WAT faarel = amadft waer ik Reaw @
AT ST <TG T, 3 37 &1 T ISET YT & forgrer & Hagerefier et AT 17 3
e According to the Cabinet’s decision, the arms licence policy will be applicable in

Barpeta, Dhubri, Goalpara, Morigaon, Nagaon, and South Salmara-Mankachar
districts.

Hidere & 0T & 37aR, TRAR agdw Aifa arder, e, aterary, #kernE, anne, 3K
&TaYOT ATAART-AASHER foTcl 3 e graf |

e These districts have a majority Bengali-speaking Muslim population, and Dhubri and
South Salmara-Mankachar share a border with Bangladesh.

ST Tolell 3 FTTamsiTet T IHTETEY TEHEa &, IR el T &RIoT FAART-AAFIR HT
T AR ¥ HAT el B

e The CM said the decision is sensitive and important as indigenous people in these
districts live in an atmosphere of insecurity due to recent developments in
Bangladesh.

HEGHAT o gl foh Ig foTg wageredter 3t Ageaqor & ife o1 foat & Fadedt o,
TG FT FIAT TESATHT o Tolel YT & ARl H T £ |

e He also said they face threats of attacks from across the border and even within their
own villages.
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3ogier Tg oY gt foh 3¢ AT IR @ gt 31X T87 I 6 3r9ey arrat 7 off @aX &1 g
T USdT ¢ |

‘Doubting BSF’
fTHUE 9T g AT

e Reacting to the Cabinet decision, Trinamool Congress MP Sushmita Dev from Barak
Valley said that the arms licence policy brings the credibility of the Assam
government to zero.

T UTE A OIHA FIAW TG GIOAAT 8T 7 SHideie & A0Ta W gfafsean ad g Fet i
FRAR A A, 3raa TER A Regweadr Ft o7 & 8|

e She said it sends a message to the people in border areas that BSF and Assam
Police cannot protect them from illegal immigrants and other issues from across the
Bangladesh border.

3751l gl o e ToroT WA &3 & olleil ot T waer & & fo diwaes 3k srww gfow
3¢ Y warfat 3R arreneer WAt aR Ay FHEEAHT @ FIET A€ S qHd|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page2 6

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

NH-66 collapse: PAC
directs CAG to do
performance audit

IGS Paper II: Performance Audit |
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Days after a section of the
under-construction  six-
lane National Highway 66
collapsed at Kooriyad in
Malappuram district of
Kerala, Parliament’s Public
Accounts Committee
(PAC), headed by Congress
leader K.C. Venugopal, di-
rected the Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG)
to conduct a comprehen-
sive performance audit,
scrutinising the contract
terms, and the road design
that led to the collapse.

As per sources, officials
from both the Ministry of
Road and Transport and
the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)

admitted at the meeting
that the collapse was due
to design flaw.

Other projects
The panel also asked the
NHAI Chairman to inspect
the affected stretch and re-
view other projects in the
State. It is learnt that Mr.
Venugopal said there had
been multiple complaints
regarding  construction
flaws in national highway
stretches across seven dis-
tricts in Kerala.
Recounting his recent
visit to Kooriyad, Mr. Venu-
gopal reportedly said the
road had been constructed
in an area full of fields and
swamps, without a strong
foundation or considera-
tion of local conditions.

NH-66 collapse: PAC directs
CAG to do performance audit

NH-66 €raTa: SeHY F &Har Al
geale 33T Fa &1 Ader fe=m

A few days after a section of the under-
construction six-lane NH-66 collapsed at
Kooriyad in Malappuram district of
Kerala, the Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) of Parliament directed the
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)
to conduct a comprehensive
performance audit.

I F HAIORA fa & FIA13 7
Ao Bg-de vATT-66 FT v feEar
76 o Tge W & 916, §HG A Al A@n
AT (PAC) o e Y #grarar aiats
(CAG) ®I faFqa weele 3iifse #: 1 fader
T

e The PAC is headed by Congress leader
K.C. Venugopal, and the audit will scrutinise

the contract terms and road design that led to
the collapse.

i S 35,90, QpaiaTer Y 3rear 3 dowr

1 5T UG o [oT [SFAgR 3T Aat 3R G5 Boms Hr Sia e & folv ST g |

e According to sources, officials from both the Ministry of Road Transport and the
National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) admitted during the meeting that the
collapse was due to a design flaw.

AT & ITER, g TREgeT HATAT iR AT TR ISTART FrfrhIor (NHAI) &
Wﬁmﬁm%wmﬁmﬁmaswgm
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Other projects
37 g

e The panel also asked the NHAI Chairman to inspect the affected stretch and review
other highway projects in the State.

afAfa & vaTawans srexet @ wenfaa fREd &1 AdeTor e 3R T & 3w aaHAmT
qRASTe3it T TeEeT ey @ o FET

e Mr. Venugopal said there had been multiple complaints regarding construction flaws
on national highway stretches across seven districts in Kerala.

A JUENYTS o AT foh el & At forelt 7 T reraAmet & fewat & faaor waeh
TIfAA 61 F§ Rerrd 3s &
e Recounting his recent visit to Kooriyad, Mr. Venugopal said the road had been built in

an area full of fields and swamps, without a strong foundation or consideration of
local conditions.

A AU & 3791 gifora FAATS T 1 57k el §T gl foh Tseh b At 3R gorgelt
FaAThI & HSTe ATUR I T aRTPUT 1 &arer @ e s arr an

Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of India
R #T e oET giAfa (PAC)

« The Public Accounts Committee (PAC) is a crucial parliamentary
committee responsible for ensuring transparency and accountability in
government expenditure.

e orar JfAfT (PAC) T FAgcaqul Fad afafa & ot Tr) e &
qREfar 3R Sarad) iAfRad #tet & fov Saer B

. Established in 1921, it functions as a key financial oversight body within
the legislative framework.

1921 # ¥ufe, Ig faur g & v Ueh AgcaquT e fAermsi e &
T H R L 2
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Composition of the PAC
PAC &Y &g«

« Total Members: The PAC consists of 22 members—15 from the Lok
Sabha and 7 from the Rajya Sabha.

Fel HEEF: olieh of@l ATATT & ol 22 FEFT glcd §—15 AMNFHT { 3R 7

TSI H|

. Election Process: Members are elected annually by their respective
Houses through proportional representation by means of a single
transferable vote, ensuring fair political representation.

TATT FTHAT: HEEAT T FoATd Sofenl HeI TS Hewll GaRT Tehel FEATTONT 7
yorrell & ATETH § Arquifas wfafafed & 3mar o gfday fear srar e,
o a@ forsuet Teteniae wfdf=itc gafRed giar gl

. Eligibility: Ministers are not eligible for membership to maintain the
committee’s independence.

qradT: 74 30 GRS & T g9a & 9 7EY 81, arfos afAafa i Tadaar
T @

. Chairperson: The Speaker of the Lok Sabha appoints the
Chairperson, traditionally from the opposition party since 1967,
ensuring impartial scrutiny.

IeaT: ANHHAT HEALT TANT et fagera fHam SImar @, S o &9 4
1967 & favef ga & gar 9ran @, forwd fsuer s giafad i 81

Functions and Responsibilities
s 3R AT

« The PAC primarily examines government expenditures to ensure they
align with the intent of Parliament.
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ol @ FIATT &7 §9 § TSR 7T A 5179 HIcl § dlich Ig GlaAfRad
o ST |k foh & |HE AT AT & 31676 &

1. Examination of Government Accounts

1. GIRRT @Y A S

. Scrutinizing Appropriation Accounts to verify whether funds have been
utilized as sanctioned by Parliament.

IoTq oIl T ST AT 1ok Tg GiATEe fohar ST Feh foh ey s
3T HHE GIRT TP 36T & HTaR EIHT &

. Reviewing Finance Accounts to ensure transparency in government
receipts and disbursements.

e @t 1 gafiem s arfes e Toea 3T 77 7 R Rar s+ @

2. Audit Reports

2. o@r g Rae

. Examining reports from the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG),
which highlight financial irregularities and inefficiencies.

forgae va Agrer@n qdiaTd (CAG) $r RaYet i s w3, St faedr
faafAaansit 3R reTAaT3 I 3SPR HLT 81

3. Public Sector Oversight
3. gt 87 F fAaRw

. Reviewing the accounts of public corporations and autonomous
bodies audited by the CAG.

AT ardsfas geaEEt 3R T Aert & @rar dr gaeT a3,
fSieTerT CAG gan 3iif3e frar Sar 81

. Evaluating excess expenditures, ensuring all additional allocations are
justified.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page3o

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

JrfaRerd s &1 FAAeTr e 3R g AR e o Telt srfaiera
rges 3T €1
4. Accountability Mechanism

4. STqracer a

. Investigating cases of financial mismanagement and recommending
corrective measures.

FC ﬂ 5 . !mﬂ;m’ @r\_ﬂ'ﬁraﬂﬂl mﬂoﬂﬂlcﬂa; 39T Ho§||o_-|||
. Ensuring that public funds are used efficiently for their intended
purpose.

Ig GiATREd e & Arderfaes ey i 3o fauiRa segeat & fov
AT &G F 3T foRr S|

« Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of Parliament can direct the Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG) to conduct a comprehensive performance
audit.

. I &I dleh o @M AT (Fed) AT Td #Agrel@r wreie (HITai) &l
AT AT SIETILIETT et &l T1d2T & Tehdll ¢

Limitations of the PAC
i orET FfAfa (PAC) Y HiaAT

« Cannot Review Policy Decisions: The PAC does not question
government policies but only examines the way funds are spent.

Aifaera oAt Hr gHle FE FT Fhd): die 9@ FfAfa e Aifaat |
9o A8T 31, gfedh had Ig ATId & % =T 71 3919 Ha fHaT rm)

. Post-Facto Examination: Reviews are conducted after expenditures
have been made, limiting its ability to prevent irregularities in advance.

9T HHIET: FHIET 0T T I F T N A §, Fad Tg Tea @
sfaafAaanit & dea & 3rgae ol 2
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. Non-Binding Recommendations: The PAC's recommendations are
advisory in nature and depend on executive action for implementation.

fAary 7 gia arel RAwRe: di dar afafa ff RAwRe wericas aid §
3R =1 FATTaTsT & AT FRITITAERT i FRAS W} FIR FIA &

. No Direct Executive Power: It lacks enforcement authority and
functions as a monitoring body rather than a decision-making entity.

PIE YcFaT FRIGRY ATFT 7Sl 3/ YT JAHR AT grar 31X I AR
fFTT F T A F1I FIdT §, o & fAoTr = arely a4 & &7 A

Significance of the PAC
e d@T gfAfa (PAC) &1 Agea

« Ensures Financial Discipline: By examining government spending, the
PAC prevents misuse of public funds.

faeiar sreemaer gRAaRed #itd & THR 77 1 ST F3, Al o@r afafa
AT =T 3 gHIANT Y Ashell B

. Strengthens Parliamentary Control: It upholds democratic
accountability by reviewing executive financial decisions.

THET AT ) AT Fl 8 T FRTFT & ey faorat A waitam
FTF AHdiiT FaEe 1 FARTa HTch

« Enhances Transparency: By auditing expenditure, it reinforces the
credibility of the budgetary process.

YRETRIAT d¢IdY §: ST T AT Fh, g ToI¢ UishaT Y faaweAaar #r
HTGd Felt o
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No let-up in war of words between
Congress leaders and Tharoor

Thiruvananthapuram MP describes his critics in the party as zealots and trolls; Pawan Khera quotes from his 2018 book
The Paradoxical Prime Minister; Randeep Surjewala tries to calm nerves saying matter should not become acrimonious

GS Paper Il: India's Foreign
<4Policy

NEW DELHI

he war of words
T between a few Con-
gress leaders and

their party colleague
Shashi Tharoor intensified
on Thursday over the Thi-
ruvananthapuram  MP’s
comment that India had
crossed the Line of Control
(LoC) to target Pakistani
terror camps for the first
time during the Uri surgi-
cal strikes in 2016.

Mr. Tharoor, who is
leading a multi-party dele-
gation to five countries, de-
scribed his critics as “zea-
lots” and “trolls”, while
trying to explain the con-
text of his statement on
surgical strikes.

Hitting back, Pawan
Khera, who heads the Con-
gress’s media and publicity
wing, posted on X a por-
tion from Mr. Tharoor’s
2018 book The Paradoxical
Prime Minister: Narendra
Modi and his India, in

e

Shashi Tharoor, who is leading a multi-party delegation abroad,

A

made the comments during his visit to Panama. X/@SHASHITHAROOR

which he had accused the
Modi  government of
“shameless exploitation of
the 2016 surgical strikes”.
The political controver-
sy erupted on Wednesday
after Mr. Tharoor, address-
ing a public event in Pana-
ma to explain India’s
stance on the Pahalgam
terror attack and Opera-
tion Sindoor, said India
had crossed the LoC to tar-
get Pakistani terror launch
pads for the first time in
2016 to avenge the Uri ter-

ror attacks. This had
prompted Congress leader
Udit Raj to dub Mr. Tha-
roor as a “super spokesper-
son of the BJP” in a social
media post on Wednesday
and it was reposted by
Congress communication
chief Jairam Ramesh and
Mr. Khera as a sign of
endorsement.

Mr. Tharoor, in a post on
X, said, “For those zealots
fulminating about my sup-
posed ignorance of Indian
valour across the LoC: in

the past, I was clearly and
explicitly speaking only
about reprisals for terrorist
attacks and not about pre-
vious wars.”

The MP added that his
remarks were preceded by
a reference “to the several
attacks that have taken
place in recent years alone,
during which previous In-
dian responses were both
restrained and constrained
by our responsible respect
for the LoC and the IB [In-
ternational Border]”.

In a repartee, Mr. Khera
posted what Mr. Tharoor
had written in The Para-
doxical Prime Minister. The
portion highlighted read,
“The shameless exploita-
tion of the 2016 ‘surgical
strikes’ along the Line of
Control with Pakistan, and
of a military raid in hot
pursuit of rebels in Myan-
mar, as a party election
tool — something the Con-
gress had never done des-
pite having authorised sev-
eral such strikes earlier —

marked a particularly dis-
graceful dilution of the
principle that national se-
curity issues require both
discretion and
non-partisanship.”

“I agree with that Dr
@ShashiTharoor who
wrote about  surgical
strikes in his book in 2018,”
Mr. Khera wrote on X. “In-
deed,” Mr. Ramesh added
to Mr. Khera’s post.

However, senior Con-
gress leader Randeep Sur-
jewala tried calming frayed
nerves.

“Mr. Tharoor is a sea-
soned and experienced
leader and is very much a
part of the Congress family
but his claim on surgical
strikes was factually incor-
rect. Surgical strikes on Pa-
kistan and dens of terro-
rists was a regular feature.
Mr. Ramesh and Mr. Khera
have only set the record
straight and it shouldn’t be
a matter of acrimony,” Mr.
Surjewala told pressper-
Sons.

No Let-up in War of Words Between Congress Leaders and

Tharoor

FTAT 13T 3R 4= &F i eree} Y st F P FHAY AE

The war of words between some Congress leaders and Shashi Tharoor
intensified on Thursday over his comment about India crossing the LoC during
the 2016 Uri surgical strikes.

F6 HAW Aarat AR AR & F T 2016 Fr 3 wiiwa FeEE & e ara @
LoC 9R F¥at Y feeqoft &l A Iear Y ereal Y ST a8 TS|
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e Mr. Tharoor, leading a multi-party delegation to five countries, described his critics as
"zealots" and "trolls", while explaining the context of his statement.

g &Rt & forT ag-gelia wfafafiase i Adca FHT @ A T A 39 reiraHl HF
"heexqdl” 3R T FET, YT &) 3eeieY 3T SATA T et off Tase fham|
e Pawan Khera, head of the Congress’s media and publicity wing, posted on X a

section from Tharoor’'s 2018 book The Paradoxical Prime Minister, in which Tharoor had
accused the Modi government of "shameless exploitation" of the 2016 strikes.

i 2 FFAT AR TAR FH1E & ToT TaeT W3T o X T YW 1 2018 FY G&d® The
Paradoxical Prime Minister T Udh 3727 AT fhdT, Trd# 3egiel AGT TR W 2016 FEBH
&1 " F2rHT F MO FA T AR ST 27

e The controversy began on Wednesday after Tharoor, speaking in Panama, said India
crossed the LoC for the first time in 2016 to avenge the Uri terror attack.

7 faaTe EAR T T Y EIHT STd AT & TATAT 3 gl o R =¥ 2016 H 30 T gH
I ST ool o foIT Ugell §R LoC UR fham 2|

e Congress leader Udit Raj called Tharoor a "super spokesperson of the BJP", and his
post was reposted by Congress’s Jairam Ramesh and Pawan Khera, indicating their
endorsement.

HIIE AT ST ST o YT Y " HTSTUT FHT YT FFAT' FAAT, 3R 3eThT GEC T HidF &
ST THA 3R qaeT WST o YoT: AIHAT T, TSTEE 3eTeh FHAT 7 Hehl el

e Inresponse, Mr. Tharoor posted on X saying those calling him ignorant of Indian valour
were ignoring the context, as he was referring only to reactions to terrorist attacks,
not past wars.

STarg H A IwT A X W @t for S 9T 3¢ IRAT Rt HY ATHRY o 8 b1 37T 9T
R ¥ 3 U &Y AT T L &, FiTh Ig Sl AT gHa T TfAfrarsit i a1g
w2, R asEar i J87

o Tharoor clarified that India’s previous responses were restrained and constrained due
to respect for the LoC and International Border (IB).

P ¥ TIsE fRaT foh $IRA 1 uger T IfAfshaTy LoC 3R srariTsdy WA (1B) & ufa
HFATA & HROT FIAT 3 HfAT i

¢ In a comeback, Khera quoted Tharoor’s book that described the BJP’s use of surgical
strikes as a "disgraceful dilution" of national security principles.

STATST EHET e §T WST &7 AT T & T gaTell 2T, T AioTeher FErgerd & HISTIT
CART ATl 18T F FAT SEAAT 1 TSET & FAGHUTAT FT HIATASTAF TefeT ST A1
&1

o Khera said, “| agree with that Dr. Shashi Tharoor who wrote this in 2018.” Jairam
Ramesh supported Khera’s post by adding “Indeed.”

Qe o g, “H 34 31, AR TN FgA § gl J€ 2018 # forr a1|” S @er
“Indeed” for@a W3T FI diee FT gAY fHar|
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e Senior Congress leader Randeep Surjewala attempted to calm the situation, calling
Tharoor an experienced leader, but said his claim on the surgical strikes was
factually incorrect.

qSS I Acll TOTEIT FISAGTAT o AT T ATl e hT BTN T, U Y Teh regerdt

ST AT, oifeheT gl foh AToTehel TCIBFH TR 3oTahT GIAT ALATcHS T ¥ AT ¢ |

e Surjewala clarified that surgical strikes on Pakistan and terror camps had occurred
earlier too, and that Khera and Ramesh were merely correcting the record, not
creating discord.

GIAaTel & T9se 3 fo arfthedrer 3R Tt sl X afsieher Feread deel N g5 &,
3R V3T T @A FadT RTE 1 OF R &, FS Farg 787 @1 < &

Centre Appoints Three Judges to Supreme Court, Fills All 34
Posts
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Centre appoints three
judges to Supreme
Court, fills all 34 posts

GS Paper II: Appointment of
IqlJudges

NEW DELHI

The Centre on Thursday
cleared the appointment
of three judges to the Su-
preme Court. With this,
the top court has reached
its full sanctioned strength
of 34 judges.

Union Law and Justice
Minister Arjun Ram Megh-
wal confirmed the appoint-
ments through a post on X.

“The President, after
consultation with the Chief
Justice of India (CJI), was
pleased to appoint Justice
N.V. Anjaria, the incum-
bent Chief Justice of Karna-
taka High Court; Justice Vi-
jay Bishnoi, presently
functioning as Chief Justice
of the Gauhati High Court;
and Justice Atul S. Chan-
durkar of the Bombay High

Court as SC judges,” the Mi-
nister wrote.

The newly appointed
judges are expected to be
sworn in by Chief Justice
B.R. Gavai on Friday.

The appointment came
three days after the Su-
preme Court Collegium
forwarded its recommen-
dations to the Centre.

Justice Anjaria’s career
began in 1988. He took
oath as Chief Justice of the
Karnataka High Court on
February 25 last year. Jus-
tice Bishnoi began his ca-
reer in 1989. He took oath
as a permanent judge of
the Rajasthan High Court
in January 2015. Justice
Atul S. Chandurkar, who
started his career in 1988,
was appointed an addition-
al judge in the Bombay
High Court in June 2013.

Gauhati High Court

Fg o GHA FE & e warameiai
$1 fgfFa 1, Fsft 34 9g QX fFo

On Thursday, the Centre approved the
appointment of three judges to the
Supreme Court. With this, the top court
has reached its full sanctioned strength
of 34 judges.

AR I Fg TWEFR A T FIE & e i
wararefiel At g e r At & swE Ay
8 gafed Ty 39t o srflpa wear
34 FTaTRIT T IgT T4l

e Union Law and Justice Minister Arjun

Ram Meghwal confirmed the appointments via
a post on X.

&% TFR & FTefet 3R 7 7ol 3rofr A
AYAT o Ig AFIFIT X T Teh Y & ATEIH
[ gfse |

e The Minister stated that the President, after

consulting the Chief Justice of India (CJl),
appointed:

o Justice N.V. Anjaria, Chief Justice of
Karnataka High Court

o Justice Vijay Bishnoi, Chief Justice of

o Justice Atul S. Chandurkar of the Bombay High Court as Supreme Court
judges.

&A1 o g Toh sl o &g FArATer 3R (CJ1) @ FeATg ol & dle, fe=tafad
[GRIESRICIE

o TS v H. HARAT, Felleesh 3T~ & HET ~AATET
o S Ao fareatd, Tarerdy 3w ~araTery & HEg Farareier
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o FATHS I TH. TG, Sled 3T ~AT AT oh =LA & & H FhA e 7
fagerd|

e The newly appointed judges are expected to be sworn in by Chief Justice B.R. Gavai on
Friday.

AT fogere wararehel s FEg Farareier @317, M GarT YHAR T A9 Eelrs Sreah|

e The appointment came three days after the Supreme Court Collegium sent its
recommendations to the Centre.

7 T Yol IE Pl TSTTH GaRT 3= FAHIRET S i Sioiat o el foret aes g3 |
o Justice Anjaria’s legal career began in 1988. He took oath as Chief Justice of the
Karnataka High Court on February 25 last year.

SISt ISTRAT 7 it HRAT 1988 # Y& g3l 3781l Shelicen 3od ST & HEY
ITTENer & & H Aae a¥ 25 HIadl a1 A9 off|

o Justice Bishnoi started his career in 1989. He took oath as a permanent judge of the
Rajasthan High Court in January 2015.

warafet featd & 39T HRAT 1989 A X hAT| IogiaA SAaAaY 2015 H ISEYT 3T
AT & TR w=grarefier & &9 7 92y off|

o Justice Atul S. Chandurkar began his career in 1988 and was appointed an additional
judge of the Bombay High Court in June 201.

ATt T TH. TGIRT o T HXI 1988 H Y& fohdT 3R 3o¢ F1 IT wATdTeTL
o1 JrfaRera Fararefier ST 201 7 fogerd fohar |
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CDS to engage with
international military

GS Paper II: Shangri-La
Dialogue

NEW DELHI

The Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS), General Anil Chau-
han, will visit Singapore
from May 30 to June 1 to at-
tend the 22nd edition of
the Shangri-La Dialogue,
hosted annually by the In-
ternational Institute for
Strategic Studies.

General Anil Chauhan
will hold bilateral meetings
with the Chiefs of Defence
Forces and senior military
leadership from several
countries and regions, in-
cluding Australia, the Eu-
ropean Union, France,
Germany, Indonesia, Ja-
pan, the Netherlands, New
Zealand, the Philippines,
Singapore, the U.K., and
the U.S.

The Chief of Defence
Staff will address the aca-
demia, think tanks and re-
searchers and speak on the
topic “Future wars and
warfare”. He will partici-
pate in simultaneous spe-
cial sessions as part of the
event and address them on
the issue of “Defence inno-
vation solutions for future
challenges”, the Defence
Ministry said on Thursday.

“Shangri-La Dialogue is
Asia’s premier defence and

eaders in Singapore

General Anil Chauhan

The Chief of Defence
Staff will address
the academia

think tanks and
researchers

security summit that
brings together Defence
Ministers, military chiefs,
policy makers and strateg-
ic experts across the globe.
The event will witness
leaders from 40 nations
addressing Indo-Pacific se-
curity challenges. The en-
gagements will provide a
platform to strengthen de-
fence cooperation, discuss
mutual security interests
and enhance India’s stra-
tegic partnerships in the
Indo-Pacific region,” the
Ministry added.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CDS to Engage with International
Military Leaders in Singapore

HEew AT & AT do Aansit
¥ Harg FL

The Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), General Anil
Chauhan, will visit Singapore from May 30 to June
1 to attend the 22nd edition of the Shangri-La
Dialogue, hosted annually by the International
Institute for Strategic Studies.

HF 3HTF BT F&IF (CDS), T 3faer aler, 30 7S
¥ 1 [ aF FAamgR 71 SRT 31 3R @@t sraisd
YOTAIAS IFETTT FEATT garT ArAfara 22 Shangri-
La HaTg & T 91|

e General Anil Chauhan will hold bilateral meetings with the
Chiefs of Defence Forces and senior military leadership
from several countries and regions, including Australia,
European Union, France, Germany, Indonesia, Japan,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, U.K.,
and the U.S.

STerer 3ifelel TlgTel S it X Y3 o 1T el goEl IR
aRss Ao wicjed o AT a1-aHT S T, Toraret siteefer,
Relrdiar, TR, &, ikt s anfaer €1

«The Chief of Defence Staff will address academia, think

tanks, and researchers and speak on the topic "Future
wars and warfare".

MUFANIHT I HNftT H L 3R sfasT F ger 3k ey
desile” o o Tt S|

e He will participate in simultaneous special sessions as part of the event and address
them on the issue of "Defence innovation solutions for future challenges,"” the
Defence Ministry said on Thursday.
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d 38 FHTIHA & Tec FATIAR TRy & 97797 i1 3R "arfasy $r gatfaat & fore wam
FArEIR FATYT" w9 o) T=T e, 67T FAT o &R T FATAT|

e “Shangri-La Dialogue is Asia’s premier defence and security summit that brings
together Defence Ministers, military chiefs, policymakers, and strategic experts from
across the world.

“QTITY-aIT HaTe, TRIAT 7 v TaT AR et Rraw wedtes 8, 5 faea s & e &4, dg
vy, St Tt 3R wehfdes Qs I v ar o gl

e The event will see leaders from 40 nations addressing Indo-Pacific security
challenges.
58 SRshA H 40 Y & Ao gar- 2T gram galfaat o s s

e These engagements will provide a platform to strengthen defence cooperation,
discuss mutual security interests, and enhance India’s strategic partnerships in the
Indo-Pacific region, the Ministry added.

3 HaTe T HEANT Y AT H1, ST FI&T el o == ant, 3R Fr-dfafes e oF
AR Y WIAITAF FEER) See T J YT FaT, HATTT of Hall

Shangri-La Dialogue
TTRY-S1 Hd1g

o The Shangri-La Dialogue is Asia’s premier defense and security summit,
attended by defense ministers, permanent heads of ministries, and
military chiefs from 28 Asia-Pacific countries.

RTRY-ST dTe TR &1 WU & 3R e R awiad §, o 28
TRmar-ywrid 30 & & wY, HaArerdl & R uHE SR & U@ YT od B

o Organized by the International Institute for Strategic Studies (lISS), it has
been held annually in Singapore since 2002.

39 AR SWICYC BIX WK efoId Wl (1ISS) §RT JATiford far srar
8 3R 2002 A ufaad RmqR & smaifora farar sirar 81|
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EC’s single-point dashboard likely to
be operational before Bihar election

|GS Paper Ii: Electoral Reform

]

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The new integrated dash-
board developed by the
Election Commission is set
to become operational
during the current round
of Assembly byelections
and the upcoming Bihar
Assembly election.

The dashboard, named
ECINET, is aimed at provid-
ing all services for stake-
holders at a single point,
instead of the over 40 apps
or websites that exist now.

EC sources said that
some modules of ECINET
will be made available dur-
ing the current byelection
process and by the time
the Bihar Assembly elec-
tion is held, the entire
dashboard will be available
for use.

Byelections to five As-
sembly seats in four States
would be held on June 19.

The ECINET is among
the slew of initiatives taken
by the poll body since Fe-
bruary to standardise poll
management amid charges
made by Opposition par-

The ECINET is among the slew of initiatives taken since February
after Gyanesh Kumar assumed office as CEC. FILE PHOTO

ties over myriad issues
ranging from anomalies in
electoral rolls to duplicate
voter ID card numbers.

It was on February 19
that Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar
assumed office.

Some of the other initia-
tives taken by the EC since
then include direct integra-
tion of death registration
data from the Registrar
General of India to enable
timely and verified remo-
val of deceased electors
from the rolls and training
of grassroots polling offic-

ers to streamline poll man-
agement.

The EC has also revised
the maximum number of
electors per polling station
from 1,500 to 1,200. Addi-
tional polling booths will
be established in densely
populated areas such as
gated communities and
high-rise buildings.

The commission aims at
ensuring that no voter is
required to travel more
than 2 km to vote. Voter in-
formation slips have been
redesigned for clarity, with
enhanced visibility of se-

rial and part numbers. Mo-
bile phone deposit facility
will also be set up at the en-
trance of every polling sta-
tion, a senior EC official
said.

The EC has also facilitat-
ed 4,719 meetings across
the country with participa-
tion from over 28,000 pol-
itical party representa-
tives.

The commission has al-
so held consultations in
New Delhi with leaders of
recognised political par-
ties, including the Aam
Aadmi Party, Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party, Bahujan Samaj
Party, Communist Party of
India (Marxist), and Na-
tional People’s Party, with
more meetings planned af-
ter the current byelections.

Training programmes
have been conducted for
Booth  Level Officers
(BLOs), BLO Supervisors,
and Booth Level Agents
(BLAs). Over 3,500 BLOs
and BLO Supervisors have
been trained and they will
in turn train the larger BLO
network of over 10.5 lakh
functionaries.

Single-Point Dashboard Likely to Be Operational Before
Bihar Election

faeR ToTa & gger EC T [Herer-uige Seals & g A

HHTIAT

The new integrated dashboard developed by the Election Commission is set to
become operational during the current round of Assembly byelections and the
upcoming Bihar Assembly election.

ATE AT GART FaF AT 77 38 Seras g femaras sugare 3k smans fagr

faereras gara & gRier & gt ara 2

The dashboard, named ECINET, aims to provide all services for stakeholders at a
single point, replacing over 40 apps or websites currently in use.
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39 3E1S &7 AT ECINET g, S fRae<ent & forw geft aansit & e & Rae 9ige W
3UCTSY STTIT, STdfeh 316 o 40 & 38 AT A1 AqAFCH SEAATA &I Vel o |

o EC sources said some modules of ECINET will be made available during the current
byelection process, and by the time the Bihar Assembly election is held, the entire
dashboard will be available for use.

AT AT & FAT A gl o 6 ASGT ECINET & dcTHTeT 3UATT FishaT o aRTeT
3YTST AT SEaT, 3R AR frererwsir gare oo U1 SeTs 39T & fT oI gt sear|

o Byelections to five Assembly seats in four States will be held on June 19.
IR Tl & ure frererws Wit & fore sueera 19 ST i gier|
e The ECINET is part of several initiatives taken by the poll body since February to

standardize poll management amid Opposition parties' charges of issues like electoral
roll anomalies and duplicate voter ID numbers.

ECINET ta{l & TeATd Jaitiel &l HeTchiehcl it & ToIT oA 3TN T g Tgell H § Teh
W 3R oIT ¢
e Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar assumed office on February 19.

HEY IATd ITYFc T FAR o 19 BIEL I ISHR FHTT|

o Other initiatives by the EC include the direct integration of death registration data from
the Registrar General of India to enable timely removal of deceased electors from rolls.

AT AT hT 3 Tgell H N oh ToECR Siollel H Fg TTHIOT ST T AL TehlehioT
QATTAS §, e FA HATGIATIN 3l HHIA T HAcTalal FeT ¥ §erdT 5T Heh |

e The EC has also trained grassroots polling officers to streamline poll management.
AT 3T o GoATd FeitleT hl FeAa LA el o [T TATAT Fcferar w1y = off
gffard far g1

e The maximum number of electors per polling station has been reduced from 1,500 to

1,200. Additional polling booths will be set up in densely populated areas like gated
communities and high-rise buildings.

Tcdh HAAGIT ohg, I I TRAH HATGIATHT I FEAT &r 1,500 H "ERT 1,200 < f&ar arar
€| =i TTETET aTet 831 SIAY 1es HEgfAdret 3R St sARG! & 3faRerd Fde= g wurfd
fhT STTar|

e The commission aims to ensure no voter has to travel more than 2 km to vote.

TN T o1& § Toh IS AAGTAT AcTere! & forv 2 Rradiex & 318 gt aa o Y|

e Voter information slips have been redesigned for better clarity, with enhanced visibility
of serial and part numbers.

HTCTAT FIAT U< &l 9geR TIAT & T o1 f33mset fea o g, forwe sware 3 amer
HEAT T GRIT TS TS ¥

e A mobile phone deposit facility will be set up at the entrance of every polling station, a
senior EC official said.
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Teh ARSS YeATd JTAET JTUHRT F &gl foh B HcTeleT chey oh TN GaR TR RIS BT STHT
FI Y YT o Iuerets S SUE|

e The EC has facilitated 4,719 meetings nationwide with participation from over 28,000
political party representatives.

AT AT o SR A 4,719 &% ITATSAT T §, [S1e71 28,000 & 3 Tarehifera art
gfafafer enfae gol

e Consultations hgve been held in New Delhi with leaders of recognized political parties
like the Aam Aadmi Party, Bharatiya Janata Party, Bahujan Samaj Party,
Communist Party of India (Marxist), and National People’s Party, with more
meetings planned after the current byelections.

1S ool 31 3T et urd, SR Srerem uré, agerer waTer Ui, SRy Frgfae urét
(FTFEaTEY), AR AereTrer fgew aréf & A3t & @y WAL v v §, AR adAET 39
& 1 3R o 3mAfora i saal

e Training programs have been conducted for Booth Level Officers (BLOs), BLO
Supervisors, and Booth Level Agents (BLAs). Over 3,500 BLOs and BLO
Supervisors have been trained, who will in turn train a larger network of over 10.5 lakh
functionaries.

I T HfAFH (BLO), BLO wdidaTa, 3R §I T Tele (BLA) & forw ufiator srisha
TATT 3T & 3,500 | 37fq& BLO 31T BLO TdeTs o1 UfATaIT fovam arar &, St 3119 ST
10.5 ATE & ITF FRIHATNT & cdsh Sl ITATET HaT|

Booth Level Officers (BLOs)
AdEIdT T & ATHRT (BLOS)

¢ Booth Level Officers (BLOSs) are appointed representatives of the Election Commission of
India (ECI) who function at the polling booth level.

o ¥ Jad HUFR (BLOs), #Ra faaraer smaer (ECI) & fgea wfafafargia § s #dee & T«
T A

e The concept was introduced in 2006 to strengthen the electoral process at the grassroots
and ensure accuracy and integrity of the electoral rolls.

o T FAYUROUT T YE3TT 2006 H A & Faret 9fhar Ft ASGE F 3R Aqerar giAat Air euar
3R rEsar gaRaa #& & faw §i a8 @

e BLOs serve as a link between the Election Commission and the voters in their respective
polling booth areas.

e BLOs 39a-319a Hclale &1F # faresr mahr 3k Aderant & @i g &1 w8 a2 B
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e They are usually government/semi-government employees, such as school teachers,
anganwadi workers, or clerks.

o ¥ HHAAR W EFRE-TEHRT FAAR gl 8, S 1 Tper fetew, ererarst Fdwar a1 s
e Key Functions of BLOs
BLOs & #&q &1
e Verification of Electoral Rolls:
e HAGHT q\a"r T FATIA:
o BLOs verify the names, addresses, and eligibility of voters in their respective polling
stations.

BLOs 39sY #AdSI &F & HAdSanil & o, 9d AR 9= 7 s a1 gl

o They conduct door-to-door verification, especially during the summary revision of
electoral rolls.

3 Aaerdr YR § FRIE gAdeTer & eRe A9y &9 F s A e >hT Fd B
e Facilitating Voter Registration:
AdETAT JS1H0T # T

o Assist new voters in registration by helping them fill out Form 6 (new voter inclusion).

AT FHISIAT3NT T BT 6 (7T ATH SAVSAT) SR H FEIAT FA &1

o Assist with Form 7 (deletion of names), Form 8 (correction), and Form 8A
(transposition).
B 7 (AT fae), B 8 (YUR), AR i 8A (FUTSiaRon) # $f FErIdr ad

* Updating the Electoral Roll: BLOs identify shifting, duplicate, or deceased voters and ensure
the roll remains clean and updated.

» AASTAT Yl F HIAA FIAT: BLOS FATATAR, GIeTT AT AT F AAGTAAT T Tgalel hid & 3N
giARad i § & g Taee 3R sggas @

+ Awareness and Voter Facilitation:
* STl AR AcTeTar gfaer:

o0 Conduct SVEEP (Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation) activities to
encourage voter awareness.

0 SVEEP (et dicd Topher U3 saaeRa uIfefaaerT) afafaftrat & aAreas & Aderar Jerewar
T FETAT & & |

0 Help voters understand voter ID corrections, polling procedures, and availability of PWD
facilities.

0 FASTCI3T T HAETAT TgdTel I GUR, FAlgrel qfshanait 3 PWD gfaumsit & aR & Sty & €1
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» Conduct of Elections: BLOs act as key support staff during elections. They help in setting up
polling stations, distribution of voter slips, and facilitating polling booth arrangements.

» TATA1 T HaTeeT: BLOs AT F GRIT WIE WeTdS FHAN & & H 1 Al §| I AdQwT g T41fd
F&A, AeeTar gfaat & fFaver 3 g sqaearat F A a9 7 Aog wA B

Eligibility and Appointment of BLOs

BLOs & urar 3R fagfea

* BLOs are appointed by the Electoral Registration Officer (ERO).
» BLOs &1 fargieFet farateret sfteor srfsr (ERO) gaRT T Tl ¢

* Typically, they are government school teachers, village secretaries, or panchayat officials.

* HTAAN W I WHRY Tl a1, a9 wfa a1 vora siftsrd i £

* One BLO is appointed per Part, which usually includes 1,000-1,200 voters.
* Teh BLO 1 g e 9ede #1mer & v gl ©, Forest 3R oY 1,000-1,200 HGTdT 81t 2

Technological Advancements and Digitization
sl 3eeret 3k Bforeehaor

» With the introduction of the Garuda App, BLOs can now digitally upload voter data and geo-tag
households, enhancing the efficiency of field verification.

« Garuda App & 37TeY ¥ BLOs 379 AT 3T #T f3foreer T @ 3r9alis T g & 31T =i &) foar-dar
T Ghd ¢, a8 Fres oATqeT Y GaTdT Soal 8|

* The BLO NET (National Electoral Transformation) system allows BLOs to receive and update
information in real-time.

* BLO NET (S2IeTel SAFER SABIALI) ool & BLOs i ST E8H & TR qIod &3 31T 3rase
Y 1 G e 31
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Tobacco affordability fuelling

cancer epidemic in India

Unlike in other countries where higher prices have deterred smoking. prices remain low in India; tobacco affordability undermines the World Health Organization’s
MPOWER framework and weakens control, hindering efforts to reduce tobacco-related cancers; implementing robust policies are the need of the hour to curb tobacco use

S Paper II: Health Sector

WORLD NO TOBACCO DAY

Vid Karmarkar

ake a walk around any Indian

office, and you're likely to spot

some employees gathered

outside, sipping tea and
smoking a cigarette. Sandeep, a young
marketing professional, calls such “sutta
(smoking) breaks” a creative escape. “It’s
time to take a break from work stress and
make connections. The chai-sutta break is
where ideas flow as freely as the smoke.”
But for many non-smokers, this come at a
cost — involuntary exposure to
second-hand smoke.

According to GATS2 data, nearly 42% of
men and 14% of women in India use
tobacco. Home to 70% of the world’s
smokeless tobacco (SLT) users, SLT is
preferred over smoked tobacco in the
country. In smoked tobacco, the bidi is
favoured over cigarettes, especially in
rural and low-income groups. Despite the
preference for bidis, India has seen the
largest increase in the market share of
cigarettes globally.

Rajesh, a shopkeeper in Mulshi, a
village near Pune, says, “Bidis are what
people here can afford. Cigarettes are for
the city folks. But now even in villages,
people want to try cigarettes because they
think it’s modern.”

Both SLT and smoked tobacco
drastically increase cancer risk,
particularly for lung, head, neck,
stomach, and pancreatic cancers. “My
uncle chewed tobacco for years,” said
Sunita, a homemaker from Maharashtra.
“He passed away from mouth cancer, and
we didn’t realise how dangerous it was
until it was too late,” she says.

India ranks first globally in male cancer
incidence and mortality rates. Among
tobacco-related cancers in males, lung
cancer leads globally, while in India, lip
and oral cancers top the list, followed by
lung cancer. “Every time I see someone
with a gutkha (which is banned in India)
pouch in their pocket, I feel like warning
them,” says Manish, a college student
whose father died of oral cancer.

Along with the health burden, tobacco
use imposed an economic cost of ¥1.77
lakh crore (1.04% of India’s GDP) in
2017-2018. Smoking accounted for 74% of
these costs, while SLT use made up 26%.
With tobacco use on the rise, both health
and economic costs are projected to
increase. Rajiv, who quit smoking after a
cancer scare, says: “I never realised the
financial toll until I saw the hospital bills.
Smoking doesn’t just cost you money — it
costs you your life and the lives of those
who depend on you.”

India faces a dual challenge of
significant health and economic burdens
from tobacco-related cancers and the
complexities of lung cancer screening in a
tuberculosis-endemic country. This
underscores the urgent need for
evidence-based anti-tobacco policies as a
primary prevention strategy. However,
the tobacco industry’s influence —
through policy interference, pricing
tactics to maintain affordability, targeted
marketing, dense tobacco shop networks,
and a lack of political will - ensures
widespread tobacco accessibility.

“The fact that a bidi costs less than a
cup of tea is a tragedy,” says Ashok, a
retired clerk. “When I was younger, |
didn’t think twice about buying a bidi.
Now I see how cheap tobacco ruins lives.”
Taxation is a critical yet underutilised tool
in reducing tobacco use. Despite the
proposed GST increase to 35%, it falls
short of the World Health Organization’s
recommendation of taxing tobacco at 75%
of its MRP to effectively deter use. Even
with the steep increase in tobacco tax, its
impact decreases if consumers’ income
increases significantly.

Unlike in many countries where higher
prices have curbed smoking, rising
incomes in India — especially among the
450 million middle class — have outpaced
tax hikes. With more purchasing power,
tobacco remains affordable. The 2024

freedom,
not slavery to
Tobacco.

STOP SNOKING

Call to action: People taking part in a rally against smoking on the occasion of World No Tobacco Day which is observed annually on May 31. K. MURALI KUMAR

Union Budget’s unchanged tobacco taxes
worsened the issue, enabling
“undershifting,” where manufacturers
absorb tax hikes to grow their markets.

Unit pricing

A key factor in tobacco affordability is its
unit pricing. A pack of bidis has a median
price of ¥12 but can be found for as little
as ¥5. Similarly, smokeless tobacco
products have a median price of %5, with
some being sold for as low as 1. Shankar,
a daily wage labourer and cancer patient
says he could afford to buy a few packs
every day. While cigarette packs have a
median price of 395, cheaper options are
available for as low as ¥5. Sonia, a college
student, says, “Cigarettes are so cheap
that they’re easy to buy. The government
needs to make it harder for people like us
to afford them.”

To enhance affordability, cigarettes are
often sold as single sticks — a practice
banned in 88 countries but not in India.
Priced at approximately 15, single sticks
become easily affordable and bypass
graphic health warnings. Research shows
that 87% of Indian cigarette vendors sell
single sticks, frequently operating near
tea stalls, reinforcing the widespread
“chai-sutta” culture.

In India where a significant proportion
of the population earns ¥170-180 per day,
along with the addictive potential of

tobacco, makes the current tobacco
pricing affordable to fulfill their cravings.

Tobacco affordability undermines the
WHO’s MPOWER framework and weakens
tobacco control, hindering efforts to
reduce tobacco-related cancers. Reducing
tobacco use is vital for cutting cancer
incidence. Implementing robust
anti-tobacco policies can be effective in
curbing tobacco use.

Regular tax hikes that outpace income
growth can make tobacco products
unaffordable, discouraging their use.
Additionally, banning single-stick sales
can reinforce health warnings and curb
impulse purchases. Further, allocating
tobacco tax revenue towards public
health initiatives, such as cancer
screenings in underserved areas, can
have a significant impact. Enforcing plain
packaging with prominent health
warnings can also reduce tobacco’s
appeal, while restricting sales near tea
stalls can help break the ‘chai-sutta’
association. Robust enforcement, through
regular inspections and penalties, is
essential to uphold these regulations.

(Dr. Vid Karmarkar is a social
entrepreneur, researcher, writer and
advocate of advancing equitable cancer
care and global health. He is also the
founder of the Canseva Foundation, a
registered nonprofit organisation.
vid.karmarkar@gmail.com)

THE GIST

v

India ranks first globally in
male cancer incidence and
mortality rates. Among
tobacco-related cancers in
males, lung cancer leads
globally, while in India, lip and
oral cancers top the list,
followed by lung cancer

v

Along with the health burden,
tobacco use imposed an
economic cost of 21.77 lakh
crore (1.04% of India’s GDP) in
2017-2018. Smoking accounter
for 74% of these costs, while
SLT use made up 26%

v

India faces a dual challenge of
significant health and
economic burdens from
tobacco-related cancers and
the complexities of lung cance
screeningin a
tuberculosis-endemic country.
This underscores the urgent
need for evidence-based
anti-tobacco policies as a
primary prevention strategy

Tobacco Affordability Fueling Cancer Epidemic in India

R H AT AT T ST ¥ FAT ATHAN T W 8

Unlike in other countries where higher prices have deterred smoking, prices
remain low in India; tobacco affordability undermines the World Health
Organization’s MPOWER framework and weakens control, hindering efforts to
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reduce tobacco-related cancers.

I &t & R, Stet 3o FATdl A GETI F A, ARG A FAS FA T90 g8 §
daTE: Y WEA ITretrar faeg T W & MPOWER @& &Y H#eiN w3l ¢ 3R
fore=ror #t ganfaa FXch 8, FOad dare & 3 F9 F FA A F 999 aIfedT g 2

o Implementing robust policies is the need of the hour to curb tobacco use.

eI 3TN T Aehod & TeTT HST AT T AT HIEAT HTARTH B |

« In many Indian offices, employees gather outside during breaks to smoke cigarettes
and sip tea.

HS TR FrATerdl H HHAART b h GRIA ST 3HCT gt IR o 3T =y i &)

e Sandeep, a young marketing professional, calls these “sutta (smoking) breaks” a
creative escape where ideas flow freely.

HET, Teh JaT AThTET ThereTel, S7 "G (YHATTE) Seh" T Teh TAATCHE TelTeT Sl o
STgT faaR Tad T FT T T8d ¢ |

e For many non-smokers, these breaks cause involuntary exposure to second-hand
smoke.

F8 - Lot aTalt & ToIT, I 59 IfAToIFd G 51 & YT & W9 T HROT Fofd o |
e According to GATS2 data, nearly 42% of men and 14% of women in India use tobacco.

GATS2 32T o 374, TRl 7 o187 42% TN 3R 14% HATGSATT eIk b1 3L Xl €l
e India is home to 70% of the world’s smokeless tobacco (SLT) users, where SLT is

preferred over smoked tobacco.

HRA # TaRd & 70% FRIFAH da1F (SLT) ITARTSHAT 8, ST67 FHIheIH dale i LHITT

aTel et ST Jolel 7 Jrafenar &1 STl 1

¢ In smoked tobacco, the bidi is preferred over cigarettes, especially in rural and low-
income groups.

YHUT aTel delrep H, TaRIerT amtor 3 faw=r-3mar aeit & i 1 {are & Jorar & f&w
T R ST &

o Despite the preference for bidis, India has seen the largest increase in cigarette
market share globally.

SISY Y 9He, & FTalg, HRd A giaar # fRe & aeR fd & wa@ gsr g i g
e Rajesh, a shopkeeper in Mulshi village near Pune, says, "Bidis are affordable here;

cigarettes are for city folks, but now even villagers want to try cigarettes because they
think it's modern."

O o T Her2l 311 & GehleiaR AT HEd &, "F6T oleT digT @lie Fehdl §; FHTRe e arat
& fere &, Afehet 31 gl & olter #f FTRe dier =gl § F3ifen 3 38 3myfaes qosra 81"

e Both smokeless tobacco (SLT) and smoked tobacco drastically increase the risk of
cancers, especially lung, head, neck, stomach, and pancreatic cancers.

FHIHAE g (SLT) 3R YA darg et e & STEH 1 95 ToTd §, T B3,
AR, 1, e 3R 3T & Fa)
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e Sunita, a homemaker from Maharashtra, shared how her uncle, who chewed tobacco for
years, died from mouth cancer, and they realized its danger too late.

HERTSE 1 FTFON FiAAdT o Sara o 37eh =TT, St el § darey Tarad &, H{e & FAaT AW,
mﬁsﬂ@rﬁaﬂwaﬁmaﬁma@é&ﬁzﬁr%ﬁl

e India ranks first globally in male cancer incidence and mortality rates.
AR TouT H FHT AT g 3R Fog T A faeg 7 9ga T W

e Among tobacco-related cancers in males, lung cancer leads globally, but in India, lip
and oral cancers top the list, followed by lung cancer.
&t H ek & et e &, [aed TR o $%3 1 Hu 39roft 8, siafeh o  ghs 3k
He & $uT MY R §, 30 J1e B3 H1 Ha|

e Manish, a college student whose father died of oral cancer, feels like warning everyone
he sees with a gutkha (banned in India) pouch.

m,wmmmﬁmwaf%%mﬁmgmamwmﬁwm
e & foreTeh o a[ear (sma # wfae i) g &

e Tobacco use imposed an economic cost of ¥1.77 lakh crore (1.04% of India’s GDP) in
2017-2018.

eI & 3UNET o 2017-2018 H $RC ohl IFHGEAT TR ¥1.77 A1 FU3 (R o GDP &l
1.04%) T 3T ST ST

e Smoking accounted for 74% of these costs, while smokeless tobacco accounted for
26%.
YHUT & T oaTcll H @ 74% 3R THIIH el o 26% Tarere 2|

e With tobacco use rising, both health and economic costs are projected to increase.
ST, o S 3TN & HY, FAELY 3R 3T SNl STl & Sgat T HeTae g |

e Rajiv, who quit smoking after a cancer scare, said, “Smoking doesn’t just cost money —
it costs your life and the lives of those dependent on you.”

Tohd, Totegiet T & ST W AU BIST, FEd &, "YHUTT ol dh I AT 781 & — I8
3TaehT 3R 39k AT &t Toigefr dhr HrAd g1
+ India faces the dual challenge of significant health and economic burdens from

tobacco-related cancers and complex lung cancer screening in a tuberculosis-
endemic country.

HR &I darg & Faftra Fat @ sl wareey 3R i ster i aafF-vaor dor # w3
& HAT HI ST FMFAIT ST STl oATAIT T ATAAT HIAT T3 &

e This underscores the urgent need for evidence-based anti-tobacco policies as a
primary prevention strategy.

Ig T A VFare WA & &0 7 Areg-3menmia Tér-darg afadt 1 deshrer 3raederar
T {@ifehd FAT B

e The tobacco industry’s influence — through policy interference, pricing tactics,
targeted marketing, dense tobacco shop networks, and lack of political will —
ensures widespread tobacco accessibility.

e 36T T THIT — Ay gEaTeiy, Hea Freior wehfa, aftia R, oo s
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G Acad, 3R TSTIfaT $TBT Y FAY & ATCTH @ — TaTey ST 1T STTsE
giATREd el g

Ashok, a retired clerk, said, “The fact that a bidi costs less than a cup of tea is a
tragedy.”

320Teh, Teh [T Foleh, FEd &, "TE Teh AHAT © Toh Teh ANST hT HIAT I & T 4§ HH
ar

Taxation is a critical yet underutilized tool in reducing tobacco use.
T TeTeh SYANT T A F:lel H Teh HAGea Ul oifehe] sha STAAT T AT STAIOT B |

Despite the proposed GST increase to 35%, it falls short of WHO’s recommendation to
tax tobacco at 75% of its MRP to effectively deter use.

TEATTAT GST Jefer 35% Blel & STas]g, I8 WHO T 31181 & & §, it el X 38Hh
MRP &7 75% & S13TTeT hT Hellg ercll & clTfeh ST T THIET T & ehT ST Teh |

Even with steep tax increases, the impact diminishes if consumers’ income rises
significantly.

HIYY T I T & rasg, A ITNTFATHT 1 31T 7 Ieolwsr gefdr gieh 8, o sHeT yara
STHEICIEY

Unlike many countries where higher prices have curbed smoking, rising incomes in India
— especially among the 450 million middle class — have outpaced tax hikes.

&% Rl o T ST8T 3T 1Al o YAUTT T Ha [hT §, R H TGl 3T — WHAT
450 TAferTer Freas a9t A — o A I @ UIS o5 e &l

With more purchasing power, tobacco remains affordable.

eIk TG QAT o HROT ey HEAT Gl &

The 2024 Union Budget’s unchanged tobacco taxes worsened the issue, enabling
‘undershifting,” where manufacturers absorb tax hikes to grow their markets.

2024 ¥ W 9T 7 dary F IJaRafela @or @ qaean 3R g5 718, forad "arseifer
T g3, STET fA#icll % Jefer T Gg 3T 319t SR TeTd &

Unit Pricing

gHTS Hed fAHor

A key factor influencing tobacco affordability in India is its unit pricing. For instance, a
pack of bidis has a median price of 12, but it can be bought for as little as %5.
Similarly, smokeless tobacco products have a median price of 5, with some
variants being available for as low as ¥1.

HR H a1 Y FeAsTAT I FHTIIA el dTell Teh Hgea Ul hRUT IHeT FHI$ Hed freiiRor
g1 32180 & forw, i & v Yave Fr sitaa Fraa T12 &, afha ag Faa 5 H off 3Uerser
Bl &1 ST e, YERied darg 3caral 1 3itaa Fra 25 ¢ 3R To dr T & off fend &)
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e Shankar, a daily wage labourer and a cancer patient, mentions that he could afford to
buy several packs every day. While cigarette packs are priced at a median of ¥95,
cheaper options are also available for as low as 5.

e Sonia, a college student, expresses concern saying, “Cigarettes are so cheap that
they’re easy to buy. The government needs to make it harder for people like us to afford
them.”

o UF, S U fRETS ForqY 3R FAX W §, Fed & & a8 Vof 3 Yave wlg davct A T8,
fone & 3 &1 sitwa Fraa 295 &, Afhet Fo Taeved 5 deh & [T A1 B

o WA, ST TF Fioo BAT R, Feal ¢, "FAINE S0 TEA & o6 THSAT 37T §1 TFR I
S §ARY TET  STeX hieAT AT

o Toincrease affordability, cigarettes are often sold as single sticks—a practice banned
in 88 countries but still allowed in India. Priced at around %15, these single sticks
become easily affordable and help users bypass the graphic health warnings required
on full packs.

AN q5T o [T THIRE T 31T Toher FATRE o6 &9 H ST STl §—3g 741 88 2t #
gfaefa &, JfersT 9IRa & 319 3y A &1 91311 15 H by aTell A Tahel RAIRE 3T
ol gich & 3R Yeh W AT Si1ed arel nfpes Fareey Aamafaat & ao) &7 I&dT =i ¢ |

e Studies show that 87% of cigarette vendors in India sell single sticks, and many of
them operate near tea stalls, strengthening the cultural habit known as the "chai-sutta"
connection.

ITETAT T Il Toll ¢ o AR H 87% FAoRe fashar v RRe sTd g, iR sad a &g
T Y GFHTAT oh T H1H I &, [oed " a-geer SiE 3Hed 3R Hsigd gicl &

e In a country where a significant portion of the population earns only ¥170-%180 per day,
the combination of low pricing and the addictive nature of tobacco products makes
them easily affordable.

e This affordability undermines the WHO’s MPOWER framework, weakens tobacco
control measures, and hampers efforts to reduce tobacco-related cancers.

TeH VT 2T STeT J8T JTaTGr T & T Faer €170-¥180 &, T61 A Hierd 3R darg 6
o T T TFHTA A elrT S8 AT & FoloT T St §1 Ig Fersral, WHO & MPOWER
31 ) FASIT A &, Ty T St Y e e § 3 ey & watre Ay
e A o JITHT P F{HETT g T

e Reducing tobacco use is critical for lowering cancer incidence. Enforcing strong anti-

tobacco policies can be effective. One proven measure is implementing regular tax
hikes that grow faster than income levels, making tobacco unaffordable for users.

AT AaeT H FHY oIlelT HHT T TeATHT 1 Tl & AU Hchd HNaRTF §| Ao adard
faeft AT oIra] e T B Hec &1 Teh Aol 3UTY § o 3 g fer ohr ot A 3R
& @ A #T gefer i1 ST drfes dare rgerst g S|

e Banning single-stick sales would ensure that health warnings are seen and would
reduce impulse buying, particularly among youth. Further, using tobacco tax revenue
for public health programs, such as cancer screening in underserved areas, can lead
to meaningful impact.
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T FAIRE i et ox gfaeer oo & T Saraferat S S@r o @ 3R gansit F
IR TEAF TR # o T 3TN | SHb JrelTaT, daTh FI { WIed TS I AATARLY
FREFAT 58 F FAAR &= F FAT ST & AT 3TN FAT AT JHTT STl ehelT &

e Mandating plain packaging with clear health warnings can reduce the appeal of

tobacco products. Also, restricting sales near tea stalls can help break the link between
casual tea breaks and smoking habits.

WTEROT YT I FUvC Fqreey Aarafarat 1 3fAard e dareg 3carel & Jmador i
hH T Hehell &1 AT &1, T Y gFT&AT & I AT o A oo § =g i 3R Rone diad

&I TG T HaHT T Thl

e All of these measures must be supported by robust enforcement through frequent
inspections and strict penalties, ensuring that regulations are not only enacted but also
properly implemented.

3oT g3l 39T &7 THYT WEd haeadeT & Ared ¥ foar sier TRy, oad @A
o retor 31T w2 T A 8, A e haer FRETE W& 7 | A0, sfoh Tar e a
e oY &

World Health Organization (WHO)
fay a4 TITST (WHO)

e The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations
responsible for international public health.

fay warRa W8T (WHO) §gH 1Y &1 T fa=idigpa geiet ¢ off SiavvTsia ardefes
WA & e fSIeR 5l

o Established on 7 April 1948, WHO's headquarters are located in Geneva, Switzerland.

7 30 1948 & VTG, WHO &1 Jad forar, fegeerds & Ria 5l

e« WHO operates through 6 regional offices and 150 field offices worldwide.

WHO 3y R # 6 &=fra sraferal 3R 150 Wies prafadl & HiegH I o1 AT |

Mission and Objectives

e eiv 3e=a

e WHO aims to achieve the highest possible level of health for all people, defining health
as a state of complete physical, mental, and social well-being, not merely the absence
of disease.

WHO 1 =g FH! ol & fofy I=aaw HHE TTRA IR UTd H1 8, o Wy i el
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gfRuTid fosar T g

o Key functions include:
ST HTaT | M &
o Controlling epidemic and endemic diseases

HETHRT 3R [T I0Tf o1 FafAd &

o Providing and improving public health education and training
ot TR e iR Ui UeM &A1 3R STE YR HRAT

o Establishing international standards for biological products

Wifde el & T SiaRTsia H-e RAfd BT

Organizational Structure
ISATHSD JIAT
e The World Health Assembly (WHA) is WHO's decision-making body, comprising 194
member states.

fay @A FUT (WHA) WHO &1 ol o= areft Tt 8, e 194 Tex 331 Ifad g

e The Executive Board consists of 34 health specialists, each serving a three-year term.

PRIGRI 918 T 34 WA A9 81d §, S IS i A1 BT HRIBTA TR B 6|

e The current Director-General is Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus from Ethiopia, serving
since 2017.

AT HETHSRIP ST, TSI ST UadHd ¢, 511 2017 YT A 5|

Budget and Funding

goic 3R fa= Tiyor

e WHO's budget is primarily funded by member state contributions and private donors.

WHO &7 e T U I e 3N & RTe 3R ol gransif & omar 3|
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WHO’s MPOWER Framework
WHO &T MPOWER @il

« The MPOWER framework is a set of six evidence-based tobacco control strategies introduced
by the World Health Organization (WHO) in 2008 to assist countries in implementing the WHO
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC).

- MPOWER 7T 38 UHIUI-31eTRd dard fa=m Jurifadt &1t Je g, o fay warmea e
(WHO) = 2008 T ¢=If %1 WHO daTg FARisor T uar e (FCTC) ! A a3+ H Jerddl dHrA
& fore o foba |

Key Components of MPOWER

MPOWER & WHE Ucdh

* M - Monitor: Monitor tobacco use and prevention policies.
« M - FRTY: daTe SUanT SR sy it &t FIRT &1
P - Protect: Protect people from tobacco smoke.

« P — TREIOT: 7 1 i YU ¥ S|

+ O - Offer: Offer help to quit tobacco use.

- O - JEHICT: daT® IUANT BIe+ H AGE UG He |

« W - Warn: Warn about the dangers of tobacco.

- W - ddTa-it: AT & Gl & IR H a1 3

* E - Enforce: Enforce bans on tobacco advertising, promotion, and sponsorship.
« E - UgaT: da1e fasu, TR SR UraieiF R ufaes a6 |

* R — Raise: Raise taxes on tobacco.

« R - B gfs: ddip R R 90|
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The case for a special fiscal package for Andhra Pradesh

S Paper II: Center State
Relations

ndhra Pradesh is in deep financial
distress and there is a strong case for
the Finance Commission to make a
special dispensation for the State.

‘When Telangana was carved out of the larger
State of Andhra Pradesh in 2014, the rump State
of Andhra Pradesh demanded that it be given a
‘special category” status to cope with the loss of
Hyderabad, the dominant tax generator of the
combined State. Even though then Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh gave an assurance on
the floor of Parliament conceding this demand,
the Act dividing the State did not make any
provision for a special category status.

The division of the State took effect in June
2014, a time when the National Democratic
Alliance government had replaced the United
Progressive Alliance government at the Centre; N.
Chandrababu Naidu became the first Chief
Minister of the rump State of Andhra Pradesh. All
through his term (2014-19), Mr. Naidu fought
energetically for the parliamentary assurance to
be honoured but the Narendra Modi government
stonewalled the plea on the ground that the
Centre had discontinued the “special category’
scheme on the advice of the 14th Finance
Commission.

Mr. Naidu, who returned as the Chief Minister
in 2024 is staring at near empty coffers after the
blows of structural fiscal handicaps and the
pressure of funding unaffordable freebies under
the preceding Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy
government (which he topped up handsomely in
his own campaign). Competitive freebies under
electoral pressures are a State-level issue and the
Centre is under no obligation to come to the
State’s aid. But the Centre has a definite
obligation to compensate Andhra Pradesh for the
structural fiscal losses it suffered on account of
the bifurcation of the State.

An option

A straightforward option is for the Centre to
make an exception and accord ‘special category”
status to Andhra Pradesh on the ground that it is
only fulfilling an assurance given in Parliament.
But for Andhra Pradesh itself, this may not be an
attractive choice because the ‘special category
status’ has been watered down. Unlike before,
when a special category State received substantial
fiscal support through Plan assistance, all that it
now gets is external loans such as those from the
World Bank on slightly softer terms. Such a
diluted ‘special category status’ will be a hollow

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
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States and finances

Change in per capita own revenue after bifurcation

Per capita own

Change in per capita

S.No. | State Year
revenue (%) own revenue
Uttar Pradesh (Mother) 759
2001/02
1. - Uttar Pradesh (Rump) 729 (-) 4%
~ Uttarakhand 1,335 (+) 75.9%
Madhya Pradesh (Mother) 1,108
2001/02
2. | - Madhya Pradesh (Rump) 1,041 (-)6%
- Chhattisgarh 1,303 (+) 17.6%
Bihar (Mother) 459
3. = Bihar (Rump) 2001/02 | 314 (-)31.6%
= Jharkhand 905 (+)97.2%
Andhra Pradesh (Mother) 11,730
4. - Andhra Pradesh (Rump) | 2015/16 9,007 (-)23.2%
- Telangana 15,623 (+)33.2%

NE: The figures relate to the year after the division of States

Source: Comptroller and Auditor General of India: Finance Accounts

victory for Andhra Pradesh.

A better option for Andhra Pradesh is to seek a
special package of assistance that is more
generous than a straitjacketed special category
status. There are many precedents for politically
driven, discretionary special packages such as the
Koraput-Balangir-Kalahandi special plan for
Odisha and the Bundelkhand special package for
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. Bihar was
also given a special ‘pre-election’ package in 2015.
However, such ‘one off’ packages on political and
discretionary grounds weaken the federal fabric
and are best avoided. A neater option is for the
Finance Commission to recommend a special
package for Andhra Pradesh. Since the Finance
Commission is an apolitical, professional body
enjoying a constitutional status, its
recommendation will have gravitas.

States and divisions
But what is the case for Andhra Pradesh that the
Finance Commission should consider?

All divisions of States into smaller units post
1956 have been done on political, administrative
or geographical considerations. This has
inevitably resulted in an uneven division of fiscal
capacity. There are many indicators of the fiscal
capacity of a State. One of the most robust is the
State’s own revenue.

Consider State divisions that happened post
2000: Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Bihar
were broken up in the year 2000, and Andhra
Pradesh was divided in 2014. The table shows
that in terms of per capita own revenue, in each
of these cases, the carved out States, namely
Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and
Telangana, gained at the expense of the rump
States. But the loss in the case of Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh was relatively small when
compared to that of Bihar and Andhra Pradesh.

One possible formula for a special package is
that if the loss in fiscal capacity of a State on
account of division is more than 10%, the Centre
would give a special package spread over a
limited period to compensate for the loss. On this
formula, both Bihar and Andhra Pradesh will
qualify for assistance.

The Finance Commission could of course
consider other formulae that it thinks better
capture the gain or loss in fiscal capacity. The
important thing is that States such as Andhra
Pradesh that have lost fiscal capacity on account
of bifurcation are not abandoned to fend for
themselves. It is incumbent on the Finance
Commission, which is free to make
recommendations to put our fiscal federalism on
a sound footing, to evolve an objective, apolitical
and formula-based solution to the problem.

The case for a special fiscal package for Andhra Pradesh

3T 93T & forw Aoy faeii Sy Y 3maeashar

Andhra Pradesh is in deep financial distress, and there is a strong case for the
Finance Commission to make a special dispensation for the State.

31er wger g e gwve # § 3R vow & v e 3mair gart v Ry sgaew f wed

R g

e When Telangana was carved out of the larger State of Andhra Pradesh in 2014, the

remaining Andhra Pradesh demanded ‘special category’ status to cope with the loss of

Hyderabad, the dominant tax generator of the combined State.
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SIS 2014 F 37T FerRT & AT 13T E3T, A AT 3T Je=T = gerag, it foh I3 T 9@
FY FRET AT, & TRl & HIATS & fow Ty Sofy F1 g Afam|

e Though then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh gave an assurance in Parliament
supporting this demand, the Act dividing the State made no provision for such a status.

BTelleh dehrellel TUTT#H HeAATES FHE o1 THE H $H AT HT FAYA HI GT HTRATHA feram
o7, Jfehet T T AT Fe arer AT 7 G Rt of 1y A8t fhar |

e The State was divided in June 2014, just as the National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
government replaced the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) at the Centre; N.
Chandrababu Naidu became the first Chief Minister of the rump Andhra Pradesh.

ST 2014 # T3 T {IHTT g3, SIS che; A S STeTcifas saeret (NDA) & HgF
varferefter ATaatreT (UPA) T STaT8 off; TeT. dgaTe g AW 1L e & Ygel HEIHA o1 |
e Throughout his term (2014-2019), Mr. Naidu pushed strongly for this parliamentary

assurance to be honoured, but the Narendra Modi government rejected it, citing that
the 14th Finance Commission had advised ending the special category scheme.

39 RIS (2014-2019) F AT AT A SH HHCIT JTRATHeT T ol19] Hlet Sl LA HITAA
aﬁr,@%aﬁamﬁmﬁsﬁ@mwﬁmﬂgaﬁﬁ?ﬁnﬁmmﬁmh
Aoft JISTAT I FATCT Fed ahl FAHIRET Fr A

e Mr. Naidu, who returned as Chief Minister in 2024, now faces near-empty coffers due
to structural fiscal handicaps and the burden of unaffordable freebies introduced by
the Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy government, which Mr. Naidu also expanded during his
campaign.

2024 1 A A1 R & AEHA 91, AfeheT 319 3o¢ EAATCHS faediy wfsemsar 3K
TS . STt AT Y331 TN SR & I TS HAGATT T AroA13AT & NSt F S[3He1 I3
T €, g 3gieY 319 IATa ya 3 3R 8 wera|

o While competitive freebies during elections are a State-level issue and do not obligate

the Centre, the Centre does have a constitutional responsibility to compensate
Andhra Pradesh for structural fiscal losses from bifurcation.

gTellfer ToATa 3 ST &Y 378 T ASAATT Ueh T FeX T AT & 3R g I A
TFAERY 6T S, Aifehet T & FASTSIT W §U AITATcHS fIIT FHAT HT SIS HIAT
&g I T FuTfaw A &

e An option
& faweq

e One clear option is for the Centre to grant special category status to Andhra Pradesh,
fulfilling the Parliamentary assurance.

TS TIC [ddhed IE ¢ o g 3178 UG 2T I faeiy Aroft &1 g1t G HHEHT 3MRATHT T
Cory

e« However, this status has now been watered down, offering only external loans (e.g.,
from the World Bank) on slightly softer terms, without substantial fiscal support like
earlier.
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feg &% @) e §, FafF gger a1 fadr werar off e oY
Such a diluted ‘special category status’ would be a hollow victory for Andhra Pradesh.
H g T HHASIR ‘AT Aoft FT g7 3T Y2 & TIT T @@t S gei|

A better approach is to request a special assistance package that goes beyond the
limitations of special category status.

Teh 95k TEAT I8 & T T Ay ol & gof i damsit & . S veh Ay ggraar
Yt Y AT R

There are precedents for such packages — for example, the Koraput-Balangir-
Kalahandi plan in Odisha, the Bundelkhand package in Madhya Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh, and a pre-election package to Bihar in 2015.

U Yool & 9 3GTEI0T AlSlg & — S o 3T & PRIY-ITARIR-Frargist Frerer, 7eT
geer 3R 3R 9o # gaeEs YT, 3R 2015 F RgR F @A gara g@ |

However, these one-off, politically motivated, and discretionary packages can
weaken India’s federal structure, and are best avoided.

glellieh, I Ttelifad FRON ¥ T 7w vaeged 3R Rawredier Y sa &1 wefir avaar o1
FHAR Y Tohd &, N 3¢ ETelall g dga & |

A cleaner solution is for the Finance Commission to recommend a special package
for Andhra Pradesh.

U TIoo 3R ATTHRAF TATU Ig ¢ & & 3T 3y ueer & fov v [y Sy &y
AT &

Since the Finance Commission is an apolitical and constitutional body, its
recommendation would carry greater weight and legitimacy.

qfer farer e v AR-Terefas 3R Fdenfas FwuT €, 30 Rwmiier @ srftre rficar
31 dera e gief

States and Divisions

sy 3 e

The key question is what case Andhra Pradesh can make before the Finance
Commission.

HEY T Ig & fob 3181 9 Ty 3T & HeAeT hled-HT ATHAT TEJT Y Fehell &

All State divisions post 1956 have been based on political, administrative, or
geographical considerations.

Haﬂ195easma§trmﬁana:mmhﬁa?, g a1 Himfaed 3Rt ) e e )

These divisions have often resulted in uneven fiscal capacity between the newly
formed and remaining States.

$eT faeTTtell & 3R AT §et 3R A 521 Tt & oy Rl &7ael & 3rAATeTd 3001 €5
gl
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e One of the strongest indicators of a State’s fiscal capacity is its own revenue.
forelt o & Rl &797eT o7 Ueh AT Hehcleh 38T TG T TS¥d 81T & |

o Consider the States divided after 2000: Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Bihar
were divided in 2000, and Andhra Pradesh in 2014.

zoooa%m%aamwﬁmgsﬂmﬁmmr, Aoy gy2er 3R gR 1 Qs

2000 # 31T 3ATer 9&er 1 2014 & g3

e In each case, the newly carved States—Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, and
Telangana—gained in per capita own revenue at the expense of the rump States.

&R AT H, AT I T S 3RIES, SAIHNS, IIRES 3R A= 1 i afFd Ta9 &
TSTEG 3 AT EIHT, SASIfeh 3T AT Y T F3T|

e However, the loss for Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh was relatively small, while
Bihar and Andhra Pradesh suffered larger fiscal losses.

BTellTeh, 3T TERr HIX FET YERA h1 Ha ThuTeT g31T, STaifeh fAGR 3R e qeer b1 Hrehr a7
fareirr e g3l

e A possible formula for relief could be: if the fiscal capacity loss due to division exceeds
10%, the Centre would provide a special package for a limited period.

G &1 Uah HHITIA BT I8 &1 TohelT &: TG FIHATST & HRoT R a7ote &1 e
10% & 3178 g, df Fg UF Ay YFer MfAT 3afr & fow gea =1

e By this formula, both Bihar and Andhra Pradesh qualify for such financial assistance.
5 el & 31eTar, RER 3t 3y werer gt 3 TR S R werrar & o g

e The Finance Commission could consider other formulas to measure fiscal gain or
loss more accurately.

T 3T 31 Breeit W) oY TN o HehdT & ciTfeh TaTea oTeT AT g1fer b 31fereh wéien

T ATIT ST b |

 What matters is that States like Andhra Pradesh, which have lost fiscal strength due
to bifurcation, should not be left to struggle alone.

HecaquT a1 T & R AT &2 SR T4, fSiees sttt o RoT Rl et 831 &, 3¢
o Y el o oIU Igl BIST ATl AT
o ltis the responsibility of the Finance Commission, empowered to make

recommendations, to ensure fiscal federalism is grounded in fair, apolitical and
formula-based approaches.

g e 3T Y ARy &, S AR e & fow TadT &, i Uiy weare # v
FATIHAT, AT 31 SRiar-3meRe SR W A ¥ S|
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Rewriting the script of early childhood education

[GS Paper lI: Pove

ome kids win the lottery at birth;
far too many don’t — and most
people struggle to catch up,” said
the Nobel Laureate Prof. James
Heckman. This holds true for India as well where
its employment problem is partly a consequence
of this “lottery of birth”. A child born in India has
a one-in-five chance of being born into poverty,
affecting their health, nutrition, learning and
earning potential. Yet, there is a way to beat these
odds. From the decision by Uttar Pradesh to hire
11,000 dedicated Early Childhood Care and
Education educators for Balavatikas to Odisha
launching Shishu Vatikas and Jaduipedi Kits,
States in India are showing the way.

The Heckman curve was a powerful economic
model that provided a simple yet profound
insight — of the relationship between age and the
rate of return on investments in human capital.
Heckman found that every dollar invested in
early childhood education yields a return that
ranges from $7 to $12, with lasting impacts:
children who receive quality early education are
four times more likely to have higher earnings
and three times more likely to own a home as
adults. By age five, many gaps in outcomes — such
as earning potential and quality of life —are
already evident. Children often struggle
throughout life if motivation and learning habits
are not nurtured early.

66

Learning outcomes

Yet, India’s ECE system faces three major
challenges. First, children are not receiving
sufficient instructional time. Nearly 5.5 crore
children between ages three to six are enrolled in
14 lakh operational Anganwadis and 56,000
government pre-primary schools. However,
Anganwadi workers spend only 38 minutes per
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day on preschool instruction, which is far short of
the scheduled two hours, and only 9% of
pre-primary schools have a dedicated ECE
teacher. We are planting trees without the right
care to help them grow. The effects are reflected
in learning outcomes. The India Early Childhood
Education Impact Study found that only 15% of
pre-primary children could match basic objects, a
skill essential for letter recognition in Class one.
Similarly, only 30% could identify larger and
smaller numbers, which are foundational for
arithmetic. As a result, children often start formal
schooling without the skills they need, with many
bypassing essential ECE years entirely: 2% of
three-year-olds, 5.1% of four-year-olds, and nearly
one-fourth of five-year-olds are enrolled directly
in Class one.

The issue of resources, engaging parents
Second, the thoughtful optimisation of resources
for early childhood education remains a
challenge. The Government of India spends only
1,263 a child annually on ECE compared to
37,000 a student on school education — largely
on producing teaching-learning materials that are
often underused. There simply are not enough
teachers to implement these resources, and there
is a lack of oversight — one supervisor is
responsible for monitoring 282 Anganwadis. To
improve oversight, we need targeted funding to
hire more supervisors and dedicated ECE
teachers. These measures, though modest,
promise high returns.

Uttar Pradesh has now moved ahead on the
hiring of nearly 11,000 ECE educators for
Balavatikas in all districts. The State also
organised a six-day residential training
programme for 50 master trainers from 13
districts to train them on ECE pedagogy. Odisha

has taken the decision to open Shishu Vatikas in
all government schools to make children in the
age group five to six school ready.

While increased funding would lead to
immediate improvements, sustaining these gains
depends on engaging parents, and here lies the
third challenge. Most parents care deeply about
their children’s education but may lack guidance
on supporting early learning. Empowering
parents with simple, effective ECE practices can
make a significant difference. For instance,
providing worksheets or encouraging their
participation in ECE centre activities can deepen
their involvement.

In Madhya Pradesh, the monthly Bal Choupal
programme engages with parents directly by
showing them the importance of play-based
learning. With smartphone access nearly
universal, parental engagement can be further
strengthened through WhatsApp or EdTech apps,
allowing parents to support their children’s
development.

In perspective

Reversing these odds may seem like an uphill
battle, but with targeted funding and increased
parental involvement, we can provide our
children with the foundation they deserve.

By 2047, over a billion Indians will enter the
global workforce, presenting an unprecedented
opportunity to reshape India’s role in the world
economy. Strategic investments in ECE and
engaging parents in their children’s learning

journey could help 200 million Indians escape

the lottery of birth and give today’s young
learners the chance to become tomorrow’s
leaders. This is a critical pathway to realising
India’s vision of becoming a true Vishwa Guru,
empowering generations to come.

Rewriting the Script of Early Childhood Education
YRR arer FAST Y FavET &1 6T & forgar

Some kids win the lottery at birth; far too many don’t — and most people struggle
to catch up, said Nobel Laureate Prof. James Heckman.

gﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁm#mﬂﬁmmﬁmmm&aﬁma@#aﬁﬁaﬁWW
TET fAerar — 3ikv arfRrewTer aer St 317 3T SIS FYa & o9 W@ &, YT A

WERR fASar oY, S50 ghaer Tl

e This is true for India, where its employment problem is partly due to this “lottery of

birth.”

I I HRA I Y A9 BTl &, ST8T T VSR AT 1A §T & 38 "o & AT W

3menia &

e Achild in India has a 1lin 5 chance of being born into poverty, impacting their health,
nutrition, learning, and earning potential.

A H & UTT 7 O e gedT I H Sed ofdl ¢, [T 380 Tareey, ivor, Hae 311

T T GHTGATHT T THT 98T &

Address
Email Id :

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

Page5 7



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

e« However, there is a way to beat these odds.

gTeliToh, 3o7 URTREYTAT T TG T alHT & |

e From Uttar Pradesh hiring 11,000 Early Childhood Care and Education educators
for Balavatikas to Odisha launching Shishu Vatikas and Jaduipedi Kits, States in
India are showing the way.

3 W& SaRT 11,000 srerarfeshiait & frw et fagerd avet & oiert 3ifEem gar fargg
arfe13it 3R SITgEAS fre T B3I deh, HRA & T 3ETE0T TEJd I L &

e The Heckman Curve

ThAT T

e The Heckman Curve shows the relationship between age and the rate of return on
investments in human capital.

AT T gATar § 3 397 3R AT Gl & fAder o amst & v =1 Hawr g
e Each dollar invested in early childhood education yields returns between $7 to $12.
URTR arer RY&Tr 7 foRaT 3197 8X 1 STeR faer $7 & $12 T I o1e &l ¢

o Children receiving quality early education are 4 times more likely to have higher
earnings and 3 times more likely to own a home as adults.

oTaATYeT TRIAE AT JTed e arel T 4 I N WHIEAT W@ § 6 I it Fars
Y 3R 3 T[T 3fOF Forra & 6 3 913 gt TR & Arfear e |

e By age 5, gaps in earning potential and quality of life become visible.
5 T T AT Teh AT Y &TAAT 3R ST AY JOTIAT H 3 TS B AT |

o If motivation and learning habits are not nurtured early, children struggle throughout
life.

3R 9IRS 3 9Rom 31 Wra@ar i 3real 1 [T A8 &, dl 9T Sde 91T JuY g 2|

Learning Outcomes

@a & aRoma

e India’s ECE system faces three main challenges.

HRA T IRIAF aTeT AL (ECE) YOTTel ofiel HET YT T ATHAT Y & 5 |
e First, children are not receiving enough instructional time.

TEell Iellcll Ig & foh sreal ol 9o YGTS T §AT 61 (7ol W o

e About 5.5 crore children (age 3-6) are enrolled in 14 lakh Anganwadis and 56,000
government pre-primary schools.

SETHIT 5.5 FN3 g1 (37 3 W 6 ¥) 14 A AHr=a1s4l 3R 56,000 FIHRT G-I fAs
Tl 3 ATHITH |

e« Anganwadi workers provide only 38 minutes/day of preschool instruction, while the
scheduled time is 2 hours.

HTAaTS) FREFAT STfee shaer 38 fere i diecher R1eT yerst a8, stefe feiia
AT 2 9T g
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Only 9% of pre-primary schools have a dedicated ECE teacher.

&% 9% qd-urafies el 7 wHAfda ECE e g1

Due to poor instruction, only 15% of pre-primary children can match basic objects, and
only 30% can identify larger and smaller numbers.

FHSAR TRIETUT & HRT, shelel 15% YI-ITATAE T T a3t HY ggamet X Tohd 6, 3N
A% 30% s= 92 3R B FEAHT FF g I B

Many children begin Class One without necessary ECE, with 2% of 3-year-olds, 5.1%
of 4-year-olds, and 25% of 5-year-olds directly enrolled.

S T HET 1 H 3T9Th IR IFH FAGTT & =7 92T o § — 2% ofieT e, 5.1% IR
auifar, 33T SamsTer 25% 9 avffy s ey FeTr 1 F AifRd 8 I g

Resources and Parent Engagement

aarere 3R ATar-Rar i srefierd

The government spends only 1,263 per child annually on ECE compared to ¥37,000
per student in school education.

DR FeAF Tea W AT 1,263 ECE TN T il & S faearery f¥am o1 78 iy

37,000 9fay S &1
There is a shortage of teachers, and one supervisor manages 282 Anganwadis.

RAaTRY T FHY § 3R T TdeTH FT 282 IHAAAISAY S IR T g g

There is a need for targeted funding to hire supervisors and dedicated ECE
teachers.

gdderel 3R ECE fRyarehi &1 fAgferd & forv arféra Rt weraar i s &1

Uttar Pradesh has taken a step by hiring 11,000 ECE educators and training 50 master
trainers across 13 districts.

3 &2 &1 11,000 ECE fRvavenY i 87T 3R 13 farelT & 50 AR o1 ahl ITRY&ToT Sl
ggol T &

Odisha is opening Shishu Vatikas in all government schools for 5-6-year-olds.

NS Fef TR Tholl 7 5-6 I & Feal & fow ey e d @rer w71

Parental engagement is the third challenge.

ATar-Rrar $r safierl e At B |

Most parents care but lack guidance on how to help early learning.

3ifRrRrer ATAr-faar RAfaa gia & aifehst 3¢ IRfHe 8T & Acg et i g A1 gar g |
Simple tools like worksheets or participation in centre activities can help.

gahefied a1 g d1 Afafafat & srfiery & Fgrar fFe awdr g

Madhya Pradesh’s Bal Choupal programme engages parents in play-based learning.
TET Y2r Y a1 THTe ATl Del-3TeTRe & & FIRT Aar-faar i s &1

With almost universal smartphone access, parents can be engaged via WhatsApp or
EdTech apps.
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In Perspective

qHY gfsehIor
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Reversing these odds requires targeted funding and active parental involvement.

g1 TawH IRTEATAST Y deelet & TIT afara fovder iR wftear Arar-Rar $ir swefer

HTILTH g
By 2047, over 1 billion Indians will enter the global workforce, creating a major
opportunity.

2047 dF, 1 3T A H0F ARNT 3T FrRATeT & 73T H39T, T Teh 927 3798 Ser
g

Strategic ECE investment and parental support could help 200 million Indians
escape the lottery of birth.

FeAareyd ECE fAder 3R ATar-Rar T §galer 20 FU3 HRAAT $f Sed & 017 &

HFd F bl &
This is vital to achieve India’s vision of becoming a Vishwa Guru and empower future
generations.

Ig AR 1 FAREIT TTat T FeAT A of ST HR 3o arelt it ol Hererel Failel b
Hgca o A &
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Is the three-year practice mandate for judicial service welcome?

I PARLEY

n May 20, the Supreme Court

restored a minimum of three years of

legal practice as a mandatory

condition to apply for entry-level
judicial service. The ruling reverses the Court’s
2002 decision that had removed the practice
requirement, originally mandated by a 1993
judgment. Is the three-year practice
requirement a welcome move? Prashant Reddy
T. and Bharat Chugh discuss the question in a
conversation moderated by Aaratrika
Bhaumik. Edited excerpts:

Is this a welcome reform?

Bharat Chugh: I do not believe that three years
of practice at the Bar significantly enhances a
candidate’s legal acumen or preparedness for
judicial office. Such a brief tenure is unlikely to
provide any meaningful exposure to the
nuances and complexities of legal practice. The
verdict also appears unsupported by empirical
evidence and does little to address the systemic
concerns it purports to resolve.

Prashant Reddy: | believe that it is a step in the
right direction. However, it may still
insufficient. Ideally, candidates should get more
courtroom experience before assuming judicial
office. The near-consensus among the High
Courts offers compelling empirical evidence to
this effect. Barring two, all 23 High Courts have
opined that the recruitment of young law
graduates into the judicial service has yielded
unsatisfactory outcomes. Moreover, in 2021, the
Bar Council of India issued a scathing statement
asserting that judges who do not have practical
experience at the Bar were “found to be
incapable and inept in handling matters”.

Isit more to focus on
the judicial training programmes instead?

PR: Judicial academies are under-equipped to
provide meaningful training to newly appointed
judges. More importantly, it is difficult to impart
real-world skills within a classroom setting. It
would require an exceptionally low
fdtul(y lo trainee ratio to offer the kind of

| feedback and ip that these
skills demand. Moreover, what cannot be taught
in any institutional setting are lived experiences.
There is a vast difference in how a recent law
graduate perceives the world compared to
someone in their mid-30s or 40s. Over time,
personal and professional experiences foster a
degree of emotional maturity that is essential for
judicial decision-making. This point was
highlighted in the Uttarakhand High Court’s

|

Aview of the Supreme Court of India. ANI

| feedback to the Supreme Court committee
examining the issue.

BC: 1 agree that a deeper understanding of life is
essential to becoming a capable judge and that
such understanding cannot be cultivated solely
within the confines of a one-year judicial
training programme. However, if we expect

ee

Had the process been more democratic, with
a public consultation mechanism in place,
stakeholders could have pointed out the
numerous practical challenge rciated
with implementing such a meas
PRASHANT REDDY T.

challenges associated with implementing such a
measure. The disconnect becomes even more
evident when one considers the realities of legal
practice in India. In their formative years, most
junior advocates are relegated to peripheral

as| seeking adjournments, rather than
engaging in substantive litigation. To regard such
limited exposure as meaningful courtroom
experience is deeply problematic.

Will it deter top talent from joining the
judlcury particularly candidates from

judges to enter the system with life
and professional experience, we must make the
judicial service far more attractive than it is. By
the time a candidate is appointed as a junior
civil judge or first-class magistrate, they are
likely to be around 29-30 years old. Given the
working conditions and limited incentives, this
is hardly an appealing career path, especially
when they could instead qualify directly for the
District Judge cadre by the age of 33 or 35.

How can we ensure the practice requirement
isn’t reduced to a mere formality?

BC: As you rightly said, it risks becoming a mere
formality. The verdict does not lay down any
concrete parameters to assess such experience.
‘This not only undermines the purpose of such
certification but also renders the process
exclusionary, placing at a disadvantage those
who lack hip or access to established
professionals in the field. If the assessment is to
be documentation-based, a more structured and
transparent system is essential. For instance, a
digital diary could be instituted, requiring
candidates to upload verifiable records, such as
order sheets and details of court appearances,
onto a secure portal. The verdict also does not
provide clarity on how candidates working in
non-litigating roles, such as those employed by
public sector undertakings or in-house legal
departments, are to be assessed.

PR: | agree with Bharat. Itis a fundamentally
flawed and poorly conceived reform. Had the
process been more democratic, with a public
in place, stakehold
could have pointed out the numerous practical

or impoverished backgrounds?

BC: Yes. Previously, when such a req
was absent, the judicial service offered a level
playing field and a meaningful route to public
service for many law graduates, particularly
those from lesser-known law schools. Moreover,
those who discover an aptitude for litigation
may be reluctant to abandon their practice to
start over as entry-level civil judges or
magistrates in their late 20s.

It is equally important to note that persistent
delays and procedural lapses in the conduct of
judicial service exams deter serious candidates.

attracta Iarge number of applicants, the
judiciary risks losing individuals best equipped
to strengthen and transform the institution.

PR: As the qualifying age for the exam
increases, the pool of applicants is likely to
shrink. Offering the same pay and incentives to
candidates in their late 20s as were previously
offered to those in their early 20s will inevitably
diminish the exam’s appeal. That said, given the
intense competition and limited opportunities in
litigation, there will always be law graduates
interested in joining the judicial service.
However, the more pressing question is whether
the exam attracts the most capable candidates.
In my view, the current exam format, even with
the addition of an interview stage, does not
succeed in drawing the best talent.

The India Justice Report shows that the
proportion of women judges in the district
Jjudiciary rose from 30% in 2017 to 38.3% in
2025. Could the practice requirement

disproportionately impact women?

PR: Certainly. For many women, the lack of
financial resources or familial support makes it
difficult to sustain three years of litigation. In
contrast, a career in the judiciary offers greater
financial stability and social legitimacy. That
said, most States have reservations for women in
the district judiciary, which will help preserve its
appeal as a viable career option. However, it is
vital to recognise that the composition of the
Bench is intrinsically tied to the diversity of the
Bar. A judiciary that lacks gender representation
often mirrors broader systemic exclusions
within the legal profession.

BC: In recent years, notable strides have been
made in enhancing gender representation
within the district judiciary. Without this added
hurdle, the progress might have reflected in the
higher judiciary. Litigation presents many
entry-level barriers for women; many encounter
resistance from conservative families that are
more supportive of careers in academia or
corporate law. Moreover, increasing the
presence of women on the Bench is not just a
matter of representation, it also helps foster
greater sensitivity within the legal system.

Is this an instance of ‘courtroom
policymaking’? If so, should it be avoided?

PR: Absolutely. This 0 a case of
constitutional impropriety. Under Article 234 of
the Constitution, the power to prescribe
eligibility criteria for members of the district
judiciary rests with the executive, in
consultation with the State Public Service
Commissions and the respective High Courts.
‘The Supreme Court has no authority to
appropriate these powers for itself. Yet, it has
been doing so since the first All India Judges’
Association case in 1991.

BC: Before advocating a reform of this scale, it is
essential to gather thorough and reliable data.
For instance, are there more complaints or
disciplinary proceedings against judicial officers
without prior advocacy experience compared to
those who have it? Is the system able to retain
judicial officers over time? These are complex
questions that require data-driven analysis —
something the Court, with its limited jurisdiction
and time-bound hearings, is not equipped to
carry out effectively.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
ien  www.thehindu.com

Is the three-year practice mandate for judicial service
welcome?

FT ~G11 A% AT & AT die A1l Y ghrerd JAIRAT TaRraaey
&2

On May 20, the Supreme Court restored a minimum of three years of legal
practice as a mandatory condition for applying to entry-level judicial service.

20 7 FT A FIE A IRIEAF 71+ Qa1 & 31des F AT F7 § F7 e a1 & g1
Y Jfaard ot & w0 7 FgTer F foram|

e This ruling reverses the Court’s 2002 decision that had removed this requirement,
originally mandated by a 1993 judgment.
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I theel &I & 2002 F fAvTT &1 getedr § foaet sa erdt &t ger fear o o, 5 7§
¥ 1993 F taer 7 ifvard famam ar am|

Is this a welcome reform?

FIT I§ TF FARIAATY FUR g2

Bharat Chugh: He believes that three years of practice does not significantly improve
a candidate’s legal skills or readiness for judicial office.

ST AT T HAAT § Tob clteT Wl hY GhTeret fohell SFAICGAR T Fiefall THAF T =411 UG
& o Iy # faw Aererer 7gF &

Such a short period is unlikely to give meaningful exposure to the complexities of legal
practice.

ST A AT H et UfsHaT Y FfEeraratt &1 3R regera w67 g1 I
The verdict lacks empirical evidence and does little to address systemic issues.

T hiell d2aTcA® A1edt ¥ IR & 31K yormeerd Faegnait 1 gof X & 3110w erera
oTel &l

Prashant Reddy: He sees it as a step in the right direction but thinks it may still be
insufficient.

TerTd 333 38 TEY 20T F 35T 31T HeH AT & olfohe 38 379 3T 3rqied A £

He supports the idea that candidates need more courtroom experience before
becoming judges.

d A § T =01 ge HefTe @ Ygel 3FAIGaRT &l 3t HIE 31e797a gl =g

Except for two, all 23 High Courts have stated that recruiting fresh graduates has led to
unsatisfactory outcomes.

&Y I BIsHT THT 23 ITT ~AATAAT = el § [oh AT TATART T HAT T FAATTSTAS TROTH
e g1

In 2021, the Bar Council of India stated that judges without practical experience were
found to be incapable and inept.

2021 # ARAT TR FERAS F FgT AT o ARG IqHT oF T arel Faraedver rarH IR
3IY 97T 10|

Should we instead focus on strengthening judicial training programmes?
FAT A $HS TN ~ATTAF TRAKTOT FIAFAT Y AT FIA I EITT o7 A1RT?

Prashant Reddy: Judicial academies are under-equipped and cannot provide real-
world legal skills in a classroom.

eI 3331 5 § [ ~AT1Ae JeIG AT ITIATod HHTUE 3 ol § 3N HaT 7 aeafas
SHraeT & FTeAY &THAT 81 [ {@r Hehll |
A low faculty-to-trainee ratio is needed to offer personal feedback and mentorship.

AT ATEe o fore RieTe AR 9fRreg F1 Aegare g A gt fee|
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e Life experience and emotional maturity—essential for judicial decision-making—
cannot be taught.

St T 3R HETeHF IRuFaar, st =i Ao & fore e §, f&ams a8 sn
HhdT|

e The Uttarakhand High Court highlighted this in its feedback to the Supreme Court.
3ERIES 359 AT =1 I 91 A HIC I &1 318 3791 wfafsrar # wase i o)

o Bharat Chugh: Agrees that life understanding is crucial and cannot be built in a one-
year training.

AR T 3 AT & T Saet T Tast S ¢ 3R 59 Ta |rer Y AT @ w781 fash
R I FehaT|

o If experience is expected, the judicial career should be made more attractive.
3R 37787 ShT 39T T STl &, Al =a1Tieh aT ot 3T HTFdF Tl gram|

e By the time someone becomes a civil judge or magistrate, they are 29-30 years old.
9 F1 AfFa e st a1 yue Aol AafSwee sdar g, 99 ag 29-30 Iy Fr gt g

e Considering the poor working conditions and limited incentives, the career path is
not very appealing.

e F Rgfawr ik @iffa Wcage 39 FRII F1 310 FLT FoTd |

e Many candidates instead qualify directly for the District Judge position by age 33-35.
5 3FHIcar WY 33-35 a¥ Fr 37 HF e 3t g & forv T g S £

e How can we ensure that the practice requirement isn’t just a formality?

F4 gfaftaa frar sme @ awrea i o Fae sitgafear 7 @ sme?

e Bharat Chugh: The ruling does not specify how to assess the quality of legal

experience.
R I HEd & (oh TG AT FHlefell AT Y JOTGT T Hodlchel vl T ST, Tg
IS TR LT |

e This may make the process exclusionary for those without access to mentorship or
senior lawyers.

TE TSR 3T wA19M o FoIT STESHRY ST Fehell & oo AT a7 aR™S qebrell b TG el
gl

e Astructured and transparent system, like a digital diary of court appearances,
should be introduced.

giaaifora 3 areeff yomrelt, S o w1E sufPufa @ Bfes s/, g &1 e =fgey

e There is no clarity on how to assess those in non-litigation roles, like PSUs or in-
house legal teams.

drewy AT $1-8139 elerer AT SR IX-A[FEAT A 3 FRINA AN T HpdiersT H4 gIaT, T§
TISE 8T B
e Prashant Reddy: Agrees that the reform is flawed and poorly conceived.

werier 3338 ot ATl § o I gun FfReqet sk sve s & AR |
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e There was no public consultation, which could have revealed the practical challenges.
wﬁaﬂéaﬁaﬁmm&aﬁ?ﬂ, o ad sgagie gelfaar araer 3 Fend o

e Inthe early years, most junior lawyers are engaged in routine tasks, not substantive
court work.

URTAF Tt 7 TR ST qehier AATT FAT A o9 gl 8, o foh HeT v qFeaAl H|
o Considering such limited roles as courtroom experience is problematic.
U ATAT it S FARATNT T ATl FHEAHF ¢ |

o Will it deter top talent from joining the judiciary, particularly candidates from
marginalised or impoverished backgrounds?

FIT I ~aIfasT A o gfemsit #r enfae @ @ Vdvem, AT 77 & g1fAIT 9 @t arat
a1 T SR F IFAIGERT F?
e < According to BC, the absence of such a requirement earlier allowed the judicial

service to be a level playing field for many law graduates, especially those from
lesser-known law schools.

BC & IIHR, Ugol S1e Ig ATariar g1 &Y, da 1A [T o S FlefeT FoATaahl, fIAY
9 ¥ FH gfaey RAf geam=t & 310 ol & U v ¥ T e vare

e + Many who discover a talent for litigation may hesitate to leave their practice and
restart as entry-level civil judges in their late 20s.

SIY YT gehTelel & 3791 &TH T 9T 8, 3 39T 20 F 3ifasT auf & gof: &3 o faeer ¥
¥ Rafaer Famareher 5o & fore 3roeh dfeew sisa & Ros dd &

e -« Persistent delays and procedural lapses in judicial service exams continue to deter
serious candidates.

=TT T GAETT3HT H TEMAR gl drell &8 IR afharcas @fdar 7R 3eicanrt ar
goicaTied AT g |

e+ Without deeper systemic reforms, the judiciary may lose individuals best suited to
reform and strengthen the institution.

3R ST HEATA FUR AE1 &1ct, AT =ArgaTierenl 3e7 ST &l T Tehell § ST 38 GURA
HR AT e T G 3T &THT @A &

Effect of Increased Qualifying Age and Opportunities
Tl IY-WaAT 3R e w7 e

e According to PR, as the qualifying age increases, the pool of applicants will shrink.
PR & 38R, SIQ-518 94T Y 31 9697, 3FAIGART T Feam gl |

o Offering the same pay and incentives to candidates in their late 20s, as was earlier
offered in their early 20s, will reduce the exam's appeal.

3FACART Y 20 Y 37 & FTIEY # G81 AT 3R WIeHTET 3ol ST Tgel 20 Fr w3 H
f&m ST &, 9dveT r T I Eer S|
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However, due to intense competition and limited litigation opportunities, many law
graduates will still consider joining judicial service.

grelifer, w3t wfaeaut 3N AT aaTerd TR & FRUT, HS FHIelel Tl 379 o =1

JaT H ATTAT glet I IR 3T

But the real question is whether the exam is attracting the most capable
candidates.

AfoheT 318elT TaTer T8 & o a1 adiet ad A9 3HIcar] F 3T F @l &l

PR believes the current exam format, even with interviews, fails to attract the best
talent.

PR T AT ¢ o His[aT T1etl Jurell, ATeTehr & A1y 8T, FaAss gfarsm &1 Aeidd et
# 3 |

Could the practice requirement disproportionately impact women?

FIT I HA1H 1 Afariar AfFEBt W 3TAT T F T4 Srae?

PR highlights that many women face difficulty sustaining three years of litigation due to
lack of financial resources or familial support.

PR 9d1a § & &¢ Afgansit & forv R garu=t ar qiaRe wgaer 1 & & srorde
AT FY FHTAT PLAT HTST IcT B

A career in the judiciary offers greater financial stability and social legitimacy.
AT a1 # HRIAT 3170 e e i anfers Agar yer Hiar gl

Though States have reservations for women in the district judiciary, overall diversity is
tied to Bar representation.

grelifeh, Tl A TSrerr sargarferent & forw Afgamsit & fore 3mator 8, Aferst g fafaerdar ar
#r gfafafreg @ SEr & |

A judiciary lacking gender representation reflects systemic exclusions in the legal
profession.

Afrw gfafaftes & dfRd FarrafoT FTeg 927 7 cared FEUTTT afsHor i g2l ¢

According to BC, despite recent progress in gender representation in the district
judiciary, this added hurdle could hinder its reflection in the higher judiciary.

BC & HJHR, foTerr sargatierent & giferar yarfar & sTasle, I8 3faRerd amem 3=
S ATTerehT & SHeRT TS defel & Ueh Hehell & |

Women often face entry-level barriers in litigation and family pressure to choose
academia or corporate law.

ATET3il & 37FER TehTeld 3 qder TaX &Y arem3it 3iK IRaR A ¥ & de1fores a1 salke

FTe[eT YeTol T GalTd Felell ISl &
Increasing the number of women judges helps build more sensitivity in the legal
system.

AT ATt S HEAT TET F FIst saawdr 7 31fRE wagsrefierar 3 ¢
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Is this an instance of ‘courtroom policymaking’? If so, should it be
avoided?

T Ig 'FIETH ANfA-FAAtor o1 #Aerer #2 afE &, ar «4r 589 a1 S5
qIgT?

PR considers this a case of constitutional impropriety.
PR 3% U Haenfas 3 fRraar o1 AT Al ¢ |
Under Article 234 of the Constitution, eligibility criteria for district judges must be

decided by the executive, in consultation with State Public Service Commissions and
High Courts.

AT & TS 234 & T8, ToTel ~Ararefieit T A1TIar o7 ke i AT FrATfA,
U= ol Far et 3R 35T sarrert & W ¥ S

The Supreme Court has no authority to assume this power, yet it has done so since
the 1991 All India Judges’ Association case.

A1 FIE T g AT A8l &, T 87 3T 1991 & 3ol ST3AT STore AT A & Tg

T W@ 8
BC adds that before introducing such major reforms, reliable data is essential.
BC Si13a & o 3 g & 93 GUN olel § Ul faeawsiiar 3iierst 1 3maegendr gic 81

For instance, do judicial officers without advocacy experience face more disciplinary
actions than those who have it?

3TgRUT o T, T f9=AT gehrelcll 3eT81d aTel # 1T RN W 31T Srqenaecas
FRATSAT BT 87

Also, is the system able to retain judicial officers over time?

T &Y, FAT SIIGTAT oI A deh AT A ITAHTRAT FY 91T 39 T LY &2

These are complex questions that require data-driven analysis, which the Court is not
equipped to handle during limited jurisdiction and time-bound hearings.

I SAfeer wRaT § Toieteh forw 32T 3menfa faRelwor maed &, S #iffd sfasr 3K
FHIGCH GAATS o GRIeT wITATer 6T & Hebel |

Article 234
HeqTde 234

Article 234 deals with the appointment of people to the judicial service of a State, other
than District Judges.

3T 234 U T =41ideh Jar # o ~aramefiet 1 Siswt 37 afFaar H
frgfea @ wfad B
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o If someone is being appointed to a post below the rank of a District Judge (such
as Civil Judge, Judicial Magistrate, etc.),

Ifg frelt <afFa = e =ammther @ A & gg (G & Rde s, sl
wfaeee 3nfe) WX g fhar S T g,
o Then the Governor of the State makes that appointment,
o 3§ fAYRF T AIUT I &,
o But only after consulting two authorities:
o dlfthel Ig TAGFT &Y U0 & AN & o7e; €1 1 Sl &
= The State Public Service Commission (SPSC), and
» T AF Far AT (SPSC) ¥, 3R
= The High Court of that State.
39 ST & 3T Ay 4|
o Examples of Posts Covered under Article 234
o oS 234 & IHadd I AT Y& F GG
o These are entry-level posts in the State Judiciary, below District Judges:
o ¥ TST Ui H YAA-FadT 9g gid &, St forem =amamefier & A7 gia §:
= Civil Judge (Junior Division): Handles civil cases involving disputes
like property, rent, contracts, etc.
- R g (G Bdew): 0 fafde Ael & daa § S wufa,
R, sy 31 & WA Rare g &)
= Judicial Magistrate (First Class / Second Class): Handles criminal
cases like theft, assault, or cheating where punishment is up to 3
years.
« FRE Afawee (v Ao / gfadr Aofl): 9, e, a1 grad o
AT ATH I FoAaTS A § 16! Holl 3 T8l coh &1 Hevall &
= Metropolitan Magistrates: Appointed in large cities (like Mumbai,
Delhi) to try minor criminal cases.

- Agifoea AfoRee: 93 A (519 Hes, Reeh) 7 8 smwufts At &
goAars & v f@ged v ora
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SEBI to collaborate
with probe agencies
to safeguard investors

Regulator working on a specific UPI system in which investors’ money

will go only to registered bank accounts to prevent fraud: Chairperson

S Paper |I: Regulatory Bodies
Lalatendu Mishra
Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

o protect investors
I from  increasing
numbers of cyber

frauds and market manipu-
lators, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBD is planning to put in
place robust system in
coordination with investi-
gative agencies.

The markets regulator is
also working to put in
place a specific system
wherein when investors
are putting money through
UPI, it will only go to the
registered bank accounts
thereby preventing fraud,
SEBI Chairperson Tuhin
Kanta Pandey told The Hin-
du in an interview.

“We are also trying to
squeeze business plan of
‘finfluencers’ out. We have
taken down 70,000 ‘fin-
fluencers’ and we are tak-
ing down an average of
5000 of them every
month. We are also squeez-
ing their business model as
no regulated entity of SEBI
can give advertisement to
someone who is not regis-
tered in our database,” Mr.
Pandey said.

“We will do much more,
much wider thinking of
awareness building
through everyone coming
together and also bringing
other agencies, the state
police, the cybercrime pol-
ice, the ED and CBI. We are
trying to build much more
for the investment and
stock side of these crimes,”
he emphasised.

“We really want to have
a massive kind of a plan
which will actually pene-
trate to everyone like some
simple messages where it
canreach down and we are
able to advise investors to
come to the market safely,”
he said. Stating that it was
tougher to bring awareness

Reality check: SEBI is also working out a system to verify the
claims of a listed company through the exchanges. FILE PHOTO

on allocation of portfolio,
he said people were just
losing money in F&O.

“They can save and in-
vest. That’s how people
used to do earlier. It’s not a
grow rich kind of a thing
overnight. It never works.
It's a gambling behaviour.
In a gambling den [the]
house always wins,” the
chairman pointed out.

Urging investors to un-
derstand the cyber risks,
he said this was one of SE-
BI’s big focus areas.

‘Only whitelisted apps’
“We are working with plat-
forms to see that only whi-
telisted apps will be there,
others will be pulled down
from the Play Store.”

“We are working to see
that there is a system whe-
reby when you are putting
money through UPI, we
will have a specific UPI sys-
tem in built which will only
go to the registered bank
accounts. We will just try
and create all those things
to ensure people do not
lose the money,” he said.

“If we are able to make
people adapt to that, then
there will be little chance
of putting money in the
wrong account,” he said.

SEBI is also working out
a system to verify the
claims of a listed company
through the exchanges.

“People should be able to
disclose; good or bad.
False disclosures give a
false sense of information
to people, which actually
distorts the reality. So, we
are also working out a sys-
tem to verify the claims of a
listed company through
the exchanges,” he said.

“In that case, that infor-
mation can very quickly
come in loud and we can
catch them at that place.
So, this is the system which
we are bringing. We have
already told the exchanges
and they are working how
to make it happen,” Mr.
Pandey stated.

He said SEBI was plan-
ning to roll out a cohesive
strategy in close coordina-
tion with various outfits to
enhance investor aware-
ness. “We have actually
done an investor survey
which will be out by July
and this will help assess
the deficiencies and help
us formulate the cam-
paign,” Mr. Pandey said.

To a query on Lokpal
giving a clean chit to form-
er SEBI chairperson Mad-
habi Puri Buch and if it was
a relief for the institution,
Mr. Pandey said at least
from a complaince point of
view there was a closure
for his predecessor, “be-
cause these were personal
allegations”.

SEBI to Collaborate with Probe
Agencies to Safeguard Investors

foraert it gean & faw s v fdat
& TIY ddY FHT HFANT

To protect investors from the increasing
number of cyber frauds and market
manipulators, SEBI is planning to implement a
robust system in coordination with
investigative agencies.

ArsaT @) 3R R & T & ged ATHT §
foraernt <y TaTr & forw At v ASae orelt amey
Fot P AISTT IT TET &, ST ST T Q4T F FgAr
d HTH FI|

o SEBI is also working on a specific UPI system in
which investors’ money will only be transferred to
registered bank accounts to prevent fraud.

T T fAY UPI yotrelY 9T 8f 1T 1 38T § Toraa
forderehl T 9T drarel Foligrer 3 @ral # &Y SITwen arfes
TGS I JhT ST Tk |

e SEBI Chairperson Tuhin Kanta Pandey said that
the regulator is also acting against finfluencers and
has taken down about 70,000 of them so far, with
5,000 removed every month.

Qell & 37egeT et Hid 918 A e % s
Reareuad & @ o HRars Y 8T & AR 319 o
SIITHIT 70,000 T AT IRAT &, & Al 5,000 I T
ST IET R

e He added that SEBI-registered entities are not

allowed to advertise through unregistered
influencers.

3egiot I &Y gl foh Aefl-aiisred TEUT3T 1 Irdaiipa

RreTreuas & AT e &t i At 78t &1
SEBI plans to enhance investor awareness by involving state police, cybercrime
police, Enforcement Directorate (ED) and CBI.
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el T gferd, ATEa e gfed, yaee fagemesr (ED) 3R Hidl3ms &1 enfae
fAdere ST Sg1a T AT F7 @ B

e A massive awareness plan is being prepared with simple messages that can reach
every potential investor.

T F3Y ARFHAT JISTAT IR T ST 8T & Toras el H2ll o ATETH T g ToTfad fAaere
o Tg AT ST Heh |

e He said that many people are losing money in Futures & Options (F&O) due to lack of
awareness on portfolio allocation.

3ogiel &gl o olleT DIEHIFAAY ATaee T ST T T & HROT T gad 3R 3iTeerd (F&O)
Hiurar | el

e He stressed that investment should be seen as a long-term process, not as a way to
get rich overnight.

3egiel A T gl T 320 T oY 3afer Y 9fFar & §7 7 @1 e A1, o o6 TaRraT
HHR T & eI & F9 H|

e He compared F&O trading to gambling, saying in such games, the house always wins.
3egiel F&O EI3ar Y Jofelt T & 1 3R gt o T/ Well 7 o g13w & Shaaan 1

e SEBI is also focusing on the use of only whitelisted apps on platforms, and other apps
will be removed from the Play Store.

el gl greefaees VoH & 3UAT W AR & 6T § 3R 3T UoF &l T T A gerT

SITET |

e A new UPI system will ensure that money goes only to registered accounts, reducing
chances of misdirection.

Teh 1S UP| YTl g FiATRET el o 4T sharel sfigred @rall & g1 10, S arefa @t
# A ST T HHTIAT HA B ST

e SEBI is also developing a system to verify claims made by listed companies through
the stock exchanges.

el Feitaer Hufaat garT v a7v grat 1 ¥ TFaael & ATCTH § WedTad e Sl
goTTelr 8 fash i X @ B

e This would help quickly detect false disclosures, which often distort reality.
Ig JUTTeN S GeATHI 1 SToc] Yehsal H FHeg, HYal, SiY HFaR aredfaehdl I fahd Hid &

e SEBI has informed the exchanges and they are working to implement this verification
mechanism.

e o vrgiel r Giad a7 § 3R I 3 FeATaet yorrelt &I ol Fe W HH F @ 8

e SEBI is set to roll out a cohesive strategy in coordination with various agencies to
boost investor education.

Qe faffier Taifaat & Fgdier @ faders Raw &I dgrar & & forw veh afeae i &
FeY aTeT B

e Aninvestor survey has already been conducted and will be released by July, which will
help identify gaps and design the campaign.
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TEAT X HAATT IR WA H A HEM|

e On being asked about the clean chit given to former SEBI Chairperson Madhabi Puri
Buch by the Lokpal, Pandey said it offered closure from a compliance perspective,
as the allegations were personal.

tHaTer ZIRT Y Aelt IreraT Hurel G g4 1 &7 913 Feller fre W g 310 Farel & STae A
1S & gl Toh TG eTUTeleT & GSCHIVT A ATH I FHIY AT, Flieh IRNT A TFeAaTd I |

‘OPEC must
squeeze U.S.
shale to win
oil price war’

Looming uncertainty: Frackers need ol price of between
$61 and $70 a barrel to expand production. REUTERS

S Paper Il OPEC
Ron Bousso
LONDON

Oil drillers in the U.S. shale heartland are slowing
down operations, a sign that OPEC’s high-stakes
price war is starting to pay off, but Saudi Arabia
will need to exert a lot more pain to make a
lasting impact on market share. U.S. oil producers
upended the global market in the early 2010s, as
the innovative ‘fracking’ drilling technique
allowed them to tap vast onshore shale
formations. Consequently, the United States, long
the world's top oil consumer, became its leading
producer as of 2018. It now pumps about 13.5
million barrels a day, about 13% of world supplies.

‘The rising tide of U.S. oil has long irked the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries, which has seen its market share
steadily erode over the past two decades. Saudi
Arabia, OPEC’s de facto leader, in 2014 sought to
curb surging U.S. output by flooding the market
with cheap oil. This effort bankrupted a number
of shale producers, but it only temporarily
paused the country’s ascent as companies
adapted to lower prices and the industry
consolidated.

Price war redux

Riyadh and its allies, a group known as OPEC+,
are now giving it another go. They surprised the
market earlier this year by announcing that they
would rapidly unwind 2.2 million bpd of
production cuts introduced in 2024. The group is
expected to announce further increases in
production later this week.

Benchmark U.S. oil prices have dropped by
nearly a quarter since January to around $61a
barrel in response to OPEC+'s strategy as well as
concerns over U.S. President Donald Trump’s
trade wars. At these prices, many shale wells are
not profitable, as frackers require an oil price of
between $61 and $70 a barrel to expand
production, according to a survey conducted by
the Dallas Federal Reserve Bank.

And sure enough, nimble frackers have already
responded by paring back drilling activities to
conserve cash. The number of U.S. onshore oil
drilling rigs dropped by eight to 465 last week,
the lowest since November 2021, according to
energy services firm Baker Hughes.

Crucially, drillers in the Permian Basin in West
Texas and eastern New Mexico, which accounts
for nearly half of U.S. production, cut three rigs,
bringing the total down to 279, also the lowest
since November 2021. Crude production from
new Permian wells, a measure of productivity,
slightly improved in April, but that was largely
offset by declines in other basins.

And multiple indicators suggest activity is set
1o decelerate further. Importantly, Frac Spread
Count, which measures the number of crews
actively performing hydraulic fracturing, has
seen a 28% annual drop to 186, according to
energy consultancy Primary Vision, an indication
production could fall sharply in coming months.

(The opinions expressed here are those of the
author, a columnist for Reuters)

Address

‘OPEC must squeeze U.S. shale to win oil price
war’

dof Y ArAAYT Y 51 shdar F AT 34T & 3rARSY AT
YT ST FeTTeAT g1

U.S. shale oil drillers are slowing down operations, indicating that
OPEC’s price war is starting to show results.

IAREEY A A FoR Fares e FT W@ 7, 3 quitar & B 3ihds i g
Iewr Torifer 3T o Tt &1

. However, Saudi Arabia will have to impose more economic pain to
create a lasting impact on market share.

gTelifeh, 3T 3T I IR BEAGRT I LA 9119 STl & T 3rfere s

a’aTETEIFlT?-ITglalll
. In the early 2010s, U.S. oil producers disrupted global oil markets by
using ‘fracking’, an innovative technique to extract oil from shale formations.

2010 ¥ e3iTel st #, JANAY Aer SeareH! o oy Tohelien I AeT TN §
ol TehTereht dfRaeh del STeIRT H Seeld o e

3 As a result, the U.S., once the world’s largest oil consumer, became its
top oil producer in 2018.

ST IROTH Tg §31T % T T AR, S Haft faea o @@y a7 el

SYHFAT AT, 2018 H WX T3T 3cUIESH o7 T
. The U.S. now produces around 13.5 million barrels per day, about 13%
of global supply.

AN 39 wAfeeT ererT 13.5 ATIT R A T 3cUIGT =T &, i dRa=w

Tt T ST 13% B
. This increase in U.S. oil has frustrated OPEC, which has lost market
share steadily for the past two decades.
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quaﬁﬁﬁmrrgé%l
In 2014, Saudi Arabia, OPEC’s de facto leader, tried to limit rising U.S. production by
flooding the market with cheap oil.

2014 #, G I (S 3Tk T AJcd AT &) o FET el T AR Fleh IANAY 3eqreaT
oY TG &t T hfarer 1|

That move caused bankruptcy for many shale producers, but it only temporarily
slowed U.S. growth as companies adapted.

ST 9T O &3 A IcUIGH HATAT fearferdr gl 31, dfeheT Ig haol IEUR §7 & 3AREr
ST T Ueh TTAT FiTeh STl o TGe I 78 A & AR aTel fa

Price War Redux

T A

OPECH, led by Riyadh and its allies, has restarted its strategy by reversing 2.2
million bpd production cuts made in 2024.

e 3 3% TR carT Tarfed OPEC+ = 2024 # fFw a1v 2.2 fafage ke vfa
f& & ScuTe & el T ATTH AT 31T 0TI T T & foham &

The group is expected to announce more production increases later this week.

ST THE & 58 TCAE & 3id H 3T0F IeuresT agial HT BTTUTT Fe I FHGAT & |

Since January, benchmark U.S. oil prices have fallen by nearly 25%, reaching around
$61 per barrel.

AT F 37T doh, FARET AT & ATAF GIAT H FAIIT 25% T [TRTaC 3715 & iR T $61 9fa
&R T g TR

This drop is due to OPEC+’s supply strategy and concerns over President Trump’s
trade wars.

$H TRTEC 1 HRUT OPEC+ Y 3mqfef Torelifer 3K Irsgufer €0 F samar Jeut 1 ot s
(e
At $61 per barrel, many shale wells are not profitable, as frackers require between

$61 and $70 to expand production, according to a survey by the Dallas Federal
Reserve Bank.

$61 gfer 3T 1 FHT W H$ AT FV ATHSAF 61 61ct, F1Teh Shehdi bl ScTe Tl
T $61 & $70 ufar &Xer Fir X Tfgw @1 § (I8 S b= Rard d« & gderor & g
TR

In response, shale producers have started cutting back drilling to conserve cash.
S8 oA 7, Al IeareH of 3T afafftrat aesh o a1 § arfss ady fr qaa &

T |

The number of U.S. onshore drilling rigs dropped by eight last week, totaling 465, the
lowest since November 2021, according to Baker Hughes.
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FY FAY 311S 3R 319 T 465 IE 1S, ST b AGEX 2021 F 91 I FA |

In the Permian Basin (West Texas and eastern New Mexico), three rigs were cut,
bringing the total to 279, also the lowest since November 2021.

affrer e (TREH CFard 3R qdl =g AfFaent) 7 3 Rer a1 e v, S@d S g
279 g1 315, ST fh AdEY 2021 & 91¢ ad FA ¢

While crude production from new Permian wells slightly increased in April, it was
mostly offset by production declines in other basins.

3riter  affier affer & T F3T @ FA AT FT JeuTesT ANST 67, Afehed Ig 3+ &A1 H
fRrae & swRoT wgfaa g |

Several indicators suggest that activity will slow down further in coming months.

S Gehdeh g AT & for 3mmemmelt AT & arfafafRar s efel e gt &1

Frac Spread Count, which tracks active hydraulic fracturing crews, has fallen by
28% annually to 186, indicating a sharp production decline ahead, as per Primary
Vision.

Primary Vision & 3[R, Frac Spread Count (it ®fshd g1g3I eteh Shereriiar ST &hr
HEIT 91T §) 28% a1 fRTae & A1y 186 U 31T 31T &, S 37 aTel THT H d 3c9Tee

# At FIRTae T Ghd T |

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)

Yelferay Frafae =1 &1 W6+ (OPEC)

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is an
intergovernmental organization that coordinates and unifies petroleum policies
among member countries to ensure the stabilization of oil markets.
Yeiferay fFrafae =i &1 W6 (OPEC) U RPN faR-TRBRI WS § ol e
33 & o Ueiferaw fifoal T TH=ad 3R THIHRUT HRl § b o IR Bt
fRu=ar gfEd 1 o1 I |

Founded on 14 September 1960 in Baghdad, Iraq, by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, and Venezuela, OPEC aims to secure fair and stable prices for petroleum
producers and a regular supply for consumers.

14 RydeR 1960 F! TIGTG, TP T I, 3P, FAd, TSHa! 3R 3R IAGEAT GRI
RTUT OPEC FT I Ui SaTe®d! & e IR ik R Fha aur Iusiaarsit
& feorg fafira smyfe gffda s gl

Objectives and Functions

357 3R prd
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e Market Stabilization: OPEC seeks to stabilize oil markets by coordinating
petroleum policies among member countries.

TR RSO OPEC e =11 & o9 Ueiferaw ifaal & I0=<ad gRT adl S6R| &l
fRR B &1 T HRAT & |

¢ Price Regulation: By adjusting oil production levels, OPEC aims to maintain fair and
stable prices for petroleum producers.

o e fafraue: 9@ Same Wl & SHTISTd $Ras, OPEC &1 96T Ifra o R
BIHAI B T G 5|

e Supply Assurance: Ensures a regular supply of petroleum to consuming nations.

o MYfd B TRE: Iusiter 3= &1 Oeiforam ot fFafa smyf gRfyd #=ar gl

e Economic Development: Aims to provide a steady income to member countries,
facilitating their economic development.

o 3N ;o 3= & FAafia 3my ueH &3 &1 S22, R 3= snfde
fawTa g1 9|
Membership
HeHdl

» Current Members (as of 2025):
- I TSH (2025 TP):

o Algeria

o Sfea Al

o Angola

o SfTreT

o Congo

o BN

o Equatorial Guinea
o geheiad frt
o Gabon

RICIE]

o Iran

o R

o Iraq

o P

o Kuwait

o Fad
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o Nigeria

o AATgSIAT

o Saudi Arabia

o ASal 3T

o United Arab Emirates
o UYgad 3R SHRTd

o Venezuela

o e[gan

Former Members
ud wed
¢ Indonesia (suspended membership in 2016)
SSHRMAT (2016 H Hewar fefaa)
¢ Qatar (withdrew in 2019)
Fax (2019 H FTER §3M)
e Ecuador (withdrew in 2020)
SPISK (2020 ¥ TTET §aM)

Global Oil Production and Reserves

AP A IAUTEH 3R SR

e In 2022, OPEC produced approximately 28.7 million barrels per day, accounting
for 38% of the world's total oil production.
2022 T, OPEC A TTHAT 28.7 fiiferas sva wfafes da &1 Sae fovan, ot fay & g
STG BT 38% ¢ |

e As of the end of 2023, OPEC member countries held about 1,241 billion barrels of
proven crude oil reserves, approximately 79% of the world's total reserves.
2023 & 3fd %, OPEC TG SN & URT TIHT 1,241 3RT R N F=d dd &
YR 4, S fay & P& WSR BT TIHT 79% 3|

Historical Impact

efeifie yura

e Inthe 1970s, OPEC's decision to restrict oil production led to a dramatic rise in oil

prices, causing global economic disruptions.
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gfs g3, for afyye enfifer Twe Sd gl

This period marked a significant shift in the control of oil resources from
multinational corporations to oil-producing countries.

< o Y Aot ST F PR B agRTSa Hufrdl & 3w Sare 320 @ 3R
Heayul ¥ | R & Q|

Since the 1980s, OPEC's influence has been challenged by internal disagreements
and competition from non-OPEC oil producers.

1980 ¥ GRIP T, OPEC & UHIT B 3Hiaive FaNgl 3R R-OPEC 7d SWTGHI &
wfagyt & SR g e g

Instances of member countries exceeding production quotas have occasionally
undermined the organization's efforts to control oil prices.

UG 3T §RT IAUTGT BITT IR HIA &1 ge131 2 Hi-wt Siwdi ) o &
OPEC & YOTHI & FHWR a1 gl

OPEC as a Cartel
U HIed P U H OPEC

Economists often describe OPEC as a cartel, as it involves collaboration among
member countries to control oil production and influence prices.

SfRET 3IFER OPEC B b BIcH b =7 H Jfvid Hd 8, Fifdh I8 USH SN & dig
TSN gRT ad Id1e Frafid &3 3R Sl B YU B &1 1 Hal g

However, OPEC's actions are considered legal under international law due to the

doctrine of state immunity, which protects sovereign nations from certain legal
actions.

gTeTifch, SRS BT & ded OPEC BT TAAfral der AT Sl & T Irsa ufara
¥ RIsid & S TIR WY M & F BT HRASA § FR&f At g

Formation of OPEC+
OPEC+ T T3

In 2016, OPEC formed an alliance with 10 non-OPEC oil-producing countries,
creating OPEC+.

2016 T, OPEC ¥ 10 TR-OPEC 0d IUTGP =M & WY AIFIGRT HR P OPEC+ BT 713
foa|

This collaboration aimed to exert greater control over the global oil market by
coordinating production levels beyond OPEC's membership.

Y ABIER] BT I OPEC &I JSTdT I 3T ShR IcdTe TWR| BT JHG HIb
AP I TOIR R 3rfRres fAra=ToT RAfid o= T

1970 & =P H, OPEC & dd IcddTe &I WA $31 & iy T dd 31 Siadl 7 4
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* Non-OPEC Members in OPEC+:
. OPEC+ H TR-OPEC & a1:

o Russia
oY

o Kazakhstan

o PP

o Mexico

o Afeapt

o Oman

o A=

o Azerbaijan

o VRS

o Malaysia

o AT

o Bahrain

oTSIF'\ﬁT-T

o Brunei

o TR

o South Sudan

o &faror gg™

o Sudan

o gsiH
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China launches Tianwen-2 to
collect asteroid samples by 2027

GS Paper II: S&T

REUTERS

A

China launched early Thursday the Tianwen-2 spacecraft to collect
samples from near-Earth asteroid 2016HO3 and explore main-belt

comet 311P. The mission aims to return asteroid samples by 2027,

offering insights into the solar system’s formation and “expanding

human knowledge of cosmos”. AP

FT H=AYYT AT AT TF|

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

China launches
Tianwen-2 to
collect asteroid
samples by 2027

et o RFeA-2
Al faT, 2027
d ]I & Hud
ATl T J8°g

On Thursday, China
launched the Tianwen-2
spacecraft to collect
samples from near-Earth
asteroid 2016HO3 and
explore main-belt comet
311P.

AR FI =i A egreraat-
2 3raftat are diee fama
i gt & fase Rua
8153 2016HO3 & duer
gheal fhT 3T T 3T
HEY-9feH YA 311P

e The mission aims to return asteroid samples by 2027, offering insights into the solar

system’s formation.

5H TR &1 36837 2027 dF &IaI8 F Aol aT9H AT ¢, fTad @RS @ 3eafa

AT TARIAT T 5T T |

e |tis also aimed at expanding human knowledge of the cosmos.

SHFT 3663T FEATS F IR A AT AT T fAFAR HL o B

Comet
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Comets

-

e A comet is asmall celestial body made of ice, dust, and rocky material that orbits
the Sun.

o YHFJ T, Yol AR TCHT YId & =1 Toh BT AT Wsgar & s gF
$T qRFAT AT B

When a comet gets close to the Sun, its ice begins to vaporize, releasing gas and dust
that form a glowing coma (atmosphere) and often a tail.

o 9 g YAGI YA H IH AT g, A 3T I arsdid gl 9Tl &, forad
I 3R e Fwerd § 3R T THFCR FIAT (TPHS) iR HFR TH I
g ST &

e The tail of a comet always points away from the Sun due to the solar wind.

o YFAK] P YBEAWM YT F g A I g & FAih ¥R I 39 Tehereh &

» Comets usually originate from two main regions of the solar system: the Kuiper Belt and
the Oort Cloud.

* YHBT HHAN W HRASH & &I AT &A1 370 §: FEW ¢ 3R AT aea |

« Famous comet: Halley's Comet, which appears approximately every 76 years.

- flgy T et T YFHSF, S T 76 ANt U IR fewrs & B
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Kuiper Belt
FIZUT doC

» The Kuiper Belt is a region beyond Neptune that contains many icy bodies, dwarf
planets, and comets.

- FHI do€ ATYA F N YT T &7 ¢ 57d &3 afar Az, dta 718 31k s
e S E

* It extends from about 30 AU to 50 AU from the Sun. (1 AU = Distance between Earth and
Sun)

< Ig I A o9 30 WAAT FHTE (AU) ¥ 50 AU T Sl gl &1 (1 AU = gt
IR & @i fir gl

* Pluto, Eris, Haumea, and Makemake are some well-known Kuiper Belt Objects (KBOs).

- Tofel, TR, BI3TAAT 3R AhATS $5 Iy R Ao Jfeased (KBOs) &l

« Short-period comets (those that return in less than 200 years) originate mostly from the
Kuiper Belt.

- FA-IJAT A YAF (ST 2008 F HF A dlled §) HET T @ HEWR doc A
I &

Oort Cloud

3T FA3S

* The Oort Cloud is a hypothetical, distant spherical shell of icy bodies that surrounds the
solar system.

TE W HRHASH I W Fa ¢

« It is believed to lie between 2,000 AU to 100,000 AU from the Sun.
« AT STl § o g T & S0r81er 2,000 AU & 100,000 AU T gt ¥ &

« It is the source of long-period comets (those that take more than 200 years to orbit the Sun).

- I Q-3af arer YASIIHT FT W & (ST G HT IORFAT H A 20095 ¥ HF
THI o )l
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« It marks the outermost boundary of the Sun’s gravitational influence.

IE FF F IEATHYUT THIG H Fad aedr WA g g

* No spacecraft has ever reached the Oort Cloud; its existence is based on theoretical models
and comet paths.

-aﬁéaﬁﬁaﬁammaﬁaﬁsﬂémaﬁaﬁqg’w & g ’Tedca
Heuifas Alsd 3N st #ir wamat o 3maRa B

GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)

1.

Kerala government declares Kochi shipwreck a State
disaster

I AIHR o HIfT STgTeT HEAT I Ao IT9aT N fora

. Scientists discover new way to detect hidden properties

of exotic materials
W#gﬁﬂmﬁ*%&gwmwmmm
a1 @Y

. Science behind scent: how skin microbiome can

influence effect of perfumes on humans
gAY F NI F1 [A7mer: F& et ASHERAT seaw=l W
FIH & THTT Y TH1fadT HIaT §

. Danger in the sea

mgaﬁm

. Autonomous Warfare in Operation Sindoor

Jiraveret fiqy & Farr geu

. Almost all in 15-29 age group able to undertake UPI

transactions’

'15-29 3T T3t & orarsrer Wl AYer UP| AieT-ae idet H WaweT
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7. Cobalt Holdings’ $230 mn IPO gamble banks on
production cuts

‘FraTee gifessw Fr 230 AT staw Fr Jrddiat i 3w

I 3caree wetdy W ameanRa ¢

8. Cholera Outbreak in Sudan Capital Claims 70 Lives in
Two Days

31T Y TSI 3 31 7 Tl &t &t 3 70w

Kerala government declares Kochi shipwreck a State disaster

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government
has declared the shipwreck
that occurred 14.6 nautical
miles off its coast on May
24 a  “State-specific
disaster”.

Tinku Biswal, Principal
Secretary of the State Dis-
aster Management depart-
ment, stated that the ship-
wreck off Kochi posed a
potentially serious threat
to Kerala’s coast, environ-
mentally, socially, and eco-
nomically.

Ms. Biswal stated in the
government order that the
incident had raised serious
concerns, including the
potential for oil spills and
drifting of debris, such as
cargo containers, in the lit-
toral waters abutting Kera-

Kerala government declares Kochi shipwreck a State

disaster

The order permits the
State Disaster Management
Authority to mobilise re-
sources, including person-
nel and significant sums of
money from the State Dis-
aster Response Fund
(SDRF), for relief efforts.

MSC Elsa 3, which had
set sail for Kochi from Viz-
hinjam, foundered after
encountering extreme
weather.

640 containers

A perilous combination of
heavy seas, possible hull
leakage, mechanical fai-
lure and perhaps unba-
lanced cargo reportedly
caused the ship to list hea-
vily and sink. The Coast
Guard rescued the ship’s
crew, comprising 21
individuals.

Floating threat: A shipping container found washed ashore between Kodimunai and Vaniyakudi along
the Tamil Nadu coastline on Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Customs depart-
ment verified the ship’s
cargo manifesto.

It said the sunken vessel
threw 640 containers, in-

cluding 12 containing ha-
zardous incendiary mate-
rial, overboard when it
flipped over. Thus far, at
least 54 containers have

washed ashore on the
beaches of Kollam (43),
Thiruvananthapuram (9),
and Alappuzha (2).

hil Mi-

nister K. Rajan said a emer-
gency response ship from
Puducherry had set sail for
the sunken ship.

He further said a marine
disaster management team
had cordoned off waters
near the shipwreck site
with floating booms to pre-
vent oil slicks from
spreading.

The Indian National
Centre for Ocean Informa-
tion (INCOIS) has mapped
areas where weathered
pieces of oil from a ship,
known as “tar balls or pe-
troleum  blobs”, could
wash up along Kerala’s
coastline.

In South T.N.

Meanwhile, a container

from the sunken Liberian

ship washed ashore bet-
di i and Vani-

ween

yakudi in Tamil Nadu’s Co-
lachel on Thursday, a day
after several bags of tiny
plastic pellets from the
ship were found along the
shores of coastal villages in
the western part of Kanni-
yakumari district.

Since Wednesday, con-
tainers from the ship are
drifting towards Kanniya-
kumari due to ocean cur-
rents and monsoon winds.

Kanniyakumari District
Collector R. Alagumeena
told The Hindu, “An expert
team from the shipping
company in Gujarat is on
its way to recover the item
from the shore.” Revenue
and police officials are pro-
viding security to the con-
tainer.

EDITORIAL
» PAGE 8

T TIHR A Fifod STgTer geear HI Tsd 3mqer e R

The Kerala government has declared the shipwreck that occurred 14.6 nautical
miles (1 nautical mile = 1.852 km) off its coast on May 24 as a “State-specific
disaster”. According to Tinku Biswal, Principal Secretary of the State Disaster
Management Department, the incident off the Kochi coast poses a serious threat
to the State’s environment, society, and economy.
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AT WWFR A 24 AS F A9 dC T 14.6 ﬁﬁmmq{gmgﬁmﬁmﬁﬁw
Jmaer S R @1 e 3maeT yererer fsmer i yorw afRe e fvare F seqen,
FITTT d€ F I ST Ig TeAT Ao & JATa0T, WA S o 3 srdfegarar & faw i
T 2

e The government order noted that the shipwreck raised serious concerns such as
potential oil spills and the drifting of debris, including cargo containers, into the
coastal waters adjoining Kerala.

TIHNT e 7 I e STers a1 T 75 Srgret gHesr wanfaw der Rema 3R wmif e
S TAS F FIA F TET AT 8T H 581 oY 7R ATV 3o X Tl ¢

e The order empowers the State Disaster Management Authority to mobilise necessary
resources, including both personnel and large amounts of funds from the State
Disaster Response Fund (SDRF), for carrying out relief operations.

3T F TS HTIST YetIeT TITAHIOT ol T 3TIET IARHAT FIY (SDRF) ¥ ATTd HHTLT
3R el AR aeaes FaTs F ST i AT & TS § ATl W F foRaT ST
qh|

e The vessel, MSC Elsa 3, had departed from Vizhinjam for Kochi, but sank after
encountering extreme weather conditions.

T8Il MSC Elsa 3 & fafgrarsr @ &ifea & forw v forar am, aifsrer sfvwor stasr a1

TTHAT A o 16 3 14T

o Reports suggest that the ship sank due to a combination of rough seas, possible hull
leakage, mechanical failure, and unbalanced cargo. The Coast Guard successfully
rescued all 21 crew members aboard the ship.

ROTEH & HTHR, T STETeT oo THAT g, Werdar: STral & ora & A, Fifyw @, 3
AT F1If o HROT S 7G| FIFE AME A STgTel R Alo[e Gofl 21 ATl &l F HGEAT T
AhelcTqde s forar|

e The Customs Department verified the ship’s cargo manifest and confirmed that the

sunken vessel had carried 640 containers, including 12 containing hazardous
incendiary materials.

FEeH TSI 1 STETel & el excdrdsii hr ve i IR TqTT foh 39 §U STl 7 640 FHea
9, T @ 12 Feal & WeRaATsh saerereier et |

e So far, at least 54 containers have washed ashore on the beaches of Kollam (43),
Thiruvananthapuram (9), and Alappuzha (2).

S T hH Y HH 54 Foll HHg H 95 TheTR cleh 31T Toh § — Preod (43), fasaaiayer
(9) 3R 3TRATSYAT (2) & el T

e Revenue Minister K. Rajan said that an emergency response ship from Puducherry
had been dispatched to the shipwreck site.
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T & FIT TaraTm fomam = §1

e He added that a marine disaster management team has deployed floating booms in
the waters surrounding the site to contain any possible oil spills.

3egiel T 1 ST foh Ueh WHET HTIET Faerer €17 o GEICeT TUel o U & UTell 7 del
g & At & fore wafeer gw &1 39T R g

e The Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) has mapped
the areas where tar balls or petroleum blobs might wash up on Kerala’s coastline.

HRAT TSET AFTHRR G VAT &g (INCOIS) o 3T 813 hT IgaTed T & STl el & et
AT AQATH STAT el & T &1 H g Tg Tl ¢
e In arelated development in southern Tamil Nadu, a container from the sunken

Liberian ship washed ashore between Kodimunai and Vaniyakudi in Colachel on
Thursday.

STRYOT affereTg 7 SEY HofUd TeaTshA A, ASARATS TR T Ueh sheolX I[FaR
HIFSHAS 3R AAATHN & &I FIAT F I TR Tgehd 3T I

e A day earlier, several bags of small plastic pellets from the ship were found along the
western shores of Kanniyakumari district.

Teh oo Ugel, STETel & To¥ohel BIE Tanfied aMal & F8 397 FeargaAny forel & qiRas ! Tl

de W TT 7T |

e Since Wednesday, containers from the sunken ship have been drifting toward
Kanniyakumari, due to ocean currents and monsoon winds.

AR ¥, TG RT3 3R AT Fa3it & FROT S U STETA & hee FerdIpaART 1 3N
T AR

o Kanniyakumari District Collector R. Alagumeena stated that an expert team from
the shipping company in Gujarat is on its way to retrieve the container.

FeATHAN 3o Y FAAFeT A, T o T & ForTd & [Ty R Fus fir vw
st & R A feprerel & forw 3m W@ B

e Revenue and police officials are currently providing security to the container on the
shore.

Terea R gf srftraY fihergrer de oY #Hisfg sheait 1 JR&tr & delr &

TSET 7 F. T o T fob GG @ Teoh JaTTahtelter WfAfHaT STgter 1 STgret geesn

State-Specific Disaster:

1. Localized Impact: The disaster affects only one state or a part of it.
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2. Managed by the State Government: The primary responsibility for response and
relief lies with the state government.

3. Notified by State: The State Executive Committee (SEC) can notify certain
disasters as "state-specific" for the purpose of utilizing SDRF.

4. Not in Centrally Approved List: These disasters are not necessarily listed in the
central government's list of approved disasters (like floods, cyclones, etc.).

5. Funding Eligibility: States may use up to 10% of the annual SDRF allocation for
such state-specific disasters with prior approval of the State Executive Committee.

Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services
(INCOIS)

ARAT TET WAL A= Far Fg (INCOIS)

The Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) is an
autonomous organization under the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoOES),

Government of India. Established in 1999, INCOIS is headquartered in Hyderabad,
Telangana.

AR TSI FAN I JaT Fg (INCOIS) AR WHR & qeat s Farery
(MOES) & 31tfie Teh TarId HWIrdA ¢ wﬁwcrmlgggﬁgézﬁaﬂ?m
HEITeIT gerare, dae & & gl

INCOIS is dedicated to providing ocean information and advisory services to

various stakeholders, including society, industry, government agencies, and the
scientific community.

INCOIS faffiest el SIa FATer, 35T, TFRT Teifaal 3R danfas wagera 1
AR g 3R e Fa ye F & v FEid B

Functions and Services

F 3R Faw
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+ Potential Fishing Zone (PFZ) Advisory
« TR Al Thsa & &F (PFZ) 9ISy

INCOIS provides advisories to fishermen, indicating areas where fish are likely to be
abundant.

INCOIS AGHRI 1 WX &¥at & IR 7 Follg a1 § el ASTAA A AR gt
AT B &

These advisories are based on satellite data analyzing sea surface temperature and
chlorophyll concentration.

¥ WAL IYAT HFI W IR 8 &, S THe A Fdg F argaAeT 3R FaRifea
HigaT &7 90T e &l

* Ocean State Forecast (OSF)
- FgreR RRufay qEiegATE (OSF)

INCOIS offers forecasts on ocean conditions, including wave height, sea surface
temperature, and currents.

INCOIS el #1 541§, W i Walg 1 araareT, iR arusd afed aoadr Rufaat
Q@ETAT Y&Te el &

These forecasts assist in maritime operations and coastal management.

A QAT WA FAT 3R TET JaeT H GerIh gl &

* Tsunami Early Warning System (TEWS)
- gATHAT AR Aaraet gomelt (TEWS)

Post the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, INCOIS established TEWS in 2007 to provide
timely warnings for tsunamis and storm surges.

2004 & fig #EEWR Al & a1E, INCOIS & 2007 & Fart AR e @l & fav
TAT W AdEeA <ol g TEWS I TG H|

The system integrates data from seismic stations, tide gauges, and bottom
pressure recorders.

g JOTel &I FU, 5aR ATGF 47, 3 AR qara RFEw @ 3er vahfFa wch
gl

* Ocean Observation and Data Management
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INCOIS manages the National Oceanographic Data Centre and serves as the
Regional Argo Data Centre for the Indian Ocean.

INCOIS TSErT WARTAA HIHST g H TaueT el & 3R g Ag@mPR & v
& Mt 3T g F FT H FT HLAT B

It collects and disseminates oceanographic data from various sources, including
satellites and in-situ observations.

Ig faffies |idr @, 59 3998t 3 ¥oer 3mena sraaiwal 9, wogfaae gad
3F3 T IR aRa e

Recent Developments
g A geaTw

In 2025, INCOIS was awarded the Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan
Puraskar for its significant contributions to disaster management, particularly in
coastal areas.

2025 # INCOIS &I 3T9eT Jate, OV &9 & a1 844l & Agcaqur Iee & fow
AT g S IS YaET EFR & FFATTAT fahar arar|

INCOIS launched the Hilsa Fishery Advisory Service (HiFA) and the INCOIS Global
Ocean Reanalysis version 1 (IGORA1), enhancing its services in fisheries and
ocean data analysis.

INCOIS = fgedT AT WALy ¥aT (HiFA) 3R INCOIS Taad e Rarafafaw
HEHIOT 1 (IGORAL) T e I, foTed Aol gasal R AFHNR 3iwsr fyeeryor
H ST HATHT T Forar fHer|
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Pink squad

|GS Paper III: Environment |

Couples’ retreat: Flamingos have arrived in large numbers at the Chhaya pond in Porbandar town of Gujarat. After two months, these
lesser flamingos will fly to the Great Rann of Kutch on the India-Pakistan border to breed. viJAY SONEJI

* Lesser Flamingoes (Phoeniconaias minor) are the smallest species of flamingo, but they
are also the most numerous.

« BIE FATAI (Phoeniconaias minor) FfHaT 6T Ta S yanfa §, oifehad soTehr Tear aad
sf=+ g

* They are found mainly in sub-Saharan Africa and parts of India, especially Gujarat.

- A HET T Q 39-HERT It 3R HRT & Fo Teewl, [0 &9 F IR1a 7 970 31 ¢

* Their preferred habitat includes alkaline or saline lakes and shallow wetlands.

« I @Y A1 e St 3R 3y AT F e gHe Fd
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Key Features

&7 fadyand

* Color: Pale pink feathers with darker wings.

« . g I T 3R IR T & ot ATy o

* Beak: Deep red, bent downwards, specially adapted to filter-feed on blue-green algae and
cyanobacteria.

« ST TG ofTel LT Y, ofrey oY 3T A3 g3, Arel-gdl Aarer 3R FAANIFERTT Y S TA &
T 3regeRford|
* Size: Smaller than Greater Flamingoes; about 80—-90 cm tall.

« HTHR: I3 FATRIN J BIC; FATS ST 80—-90 FHT|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488 7

Page88

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Scientists discover new way to detect
hidden propertles of exotic materials

[GS Paper I11: S&T

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A team from the Raman
Research Institute in Ben-
galuru found a new code
for detecting hidden pro-
perties of exotic materials.
According to the De-
partment of Science and
Technology, scientists have
found a new way of spot-
ting a property of topologi-
cal space called “topologi-
cal invariant” in quantum
materials, which remains
unchanged under continu-
ous deformations or
transformations.
Topological materials
are at the forefront of next-
gen technology — quantum
computing, fault-tolerant
electronics, and energy-ef-
ficient systems. “But de-

bbb LA L

The study by Raman Research Institute could enable discoveries
related to quantum computers and next-gen electronics. FILE PHOTO

tecting their exotic proper-
ties has always been
tricky,” the department
said.

It added that in certain
materials like topological
insulators and supercon-
ductors, strange things

happen. “Electrons behave
differently depending on
how the material is
‘shaped’ at the quantum le-
vel. These shapes are de-
fined not by their appea-
rance, but by something
deeper — topological invar-

iants, such as winding
numbers and Chern num-
bers. These numbers are
like hidden codes that de-
termine how particles
move through a material,”
it added. The team found a
new way to detect this hid-
den code using a property
called the spectral
function.

Professor Dibyendu Roy
and PhD researcher Kiran
Babasaheb Estake had car-
ried this out by analysing
the momentum-space
spectral function (SPSF).

The study potentially
offers a universal tool to ex-
plore and classify topologi-
cal materials, that could
pave the way for new dis-
coveries related to quan-
tum computers and next-
generation electronics.

Scientists discover new way to detect hidden properties of
exotic materials

aaﬁﬁ#gﬁﬂmeﬁa:%dgugvﬁmwmnﬁmmaﬂw

QYelT

A team from the Raman Research Institute in Bengaluru has discovered a new
code for detecting hidden properties of exotic materials.

SITeLE & THeT A SEETIE 1 Uah & o gelst vardt & 39 ge ot 1 gt oo & foe

T 4T F1T QT &l

e According to the Department of Science and Technology, scientists have found a new

method to detect a property of topological space called “topological invariant” in
guantum materials, which remains unchanged during continuous deformations or
transformations.
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o Topological materials are crucial for next-generation technologies like quantum
computing, fault-tolerant electronics, and energy-efficient systems.

eraaiorsher gard 3T dIET 1 Tehellent SIY T Fates wogfear, Jie-afesoy saweiiaTy,
3R FaT Fere yonfarat & fow 3redd Ageaqel &

o However, detecting their exotic properties has always been challenging, the
department stated.

faTeT o SR TP SAPT FATHATT FAATATHT T TAT STITTAT §AHLT Hide 6T &

Strange behaviours in quantum materials
FICH JgTdt & 3T sqagR

e In materials like topological insulators and superconductors, electrons behave
differently depending on the quantum-level shape of the material.

SraaTToFe $HAET 3N Guvasae o uar #, searele &1 caagR FaieH Fa¥ W Igrd
&Y FoTaE W AR AT &

e These shapes are not defined by appearance but by topological invariants such as
winding numbers and Chern numbers.

A §oTge 3 R@mae @ 7E sfcd rdiorrd saaluew S & aEfEer sy ik ot
ot & g gl &

e These numbers act like hidden codes that determine how particles move through a
material.

¥ HEATT Y §U FISH H1 e BIll €, S TE 7 A § o Hor ward # F@ a3 F3|

Breakthrough using spectral function

TIFca B F 3TANT § Ageaqor @it

e The research team discovered a new method to detect this hidden code using a
property called the spectral function.

HTHYT EYA & FAFEe Berle oATHeh [IATAT HT U FIh 5 Y §T RIS HT Il oM
T TT AT WISt |

e Professor Dibyendu Roy and PhD researcher Kiran Babasaheb Estake achieved
this by analysing the momentum-space spectral function (SPSF).
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Implications for future technologies

AT Y dFeIF F T g3T

This study offers a universal tool to explore and classify topological materials.

g eI ST 9erat hr e 31 geifeoT & foT v grasif@es 3ueor vere

FAT B
It could pave the way for new discoveries in quantum computers and next-generation
electronics.

g FACH HYET I IaTely Y o Ferreiorrar & ot 18 Wil T Wher THelt B

Science behind scent: how skin microbiome
can influence effect of perfumes on humans

S Paper Il S&T

Ramya Kannan

or someone who has been
F battling bad bugs for his en-

tire professional life, life has
produced an interesting deviation
for Abdul Ghafur, infectious dis-
eases expert. He has now begun
engaging with the good bugs too,
looking in particular at the skin mi-
crobiome to see what perfume is
right for you.

The perfume type has to be at
ease with your skin microbiome,
for it to actually work. Otherwise,
multiple applications and overex-
posure to the chemicals in the per-
fumes might turn sour, at the least,
and at the extreme, even turn
harmful for humans. “We think of
bugs as being all ‘bad’, but that is
not true at all. About 99.999% of
bugs are either neutral or good for
us. It’s only 0.001% of bugs that are
‘bad’, rather, disease causing,” Dr.
Ghafur says.

“I'am a connoisseur of perfume.
And I've always wondered why
some perfumes work for some pe-
ople, but not for others. No two pe-
ople have the same skin micro-
biome, and that’s why a perfume
that smells divine on one person
may not work the same on anoth-
er. The secret lies not just in the
perfume, but in how your skin's
bacteria interact with its ingre-
dients,” he explains. If a certain

The perfume type has to be at ease with
your skin microbiome, for it to actually
work, ISTOCKPHOTO

perfume does not work, “people
just keep changing their brands
frequently, or they think they have
to apply more, spray liberally, or
use the perfume multiple times.
All of which cannot be good, be-
cause these perfumes are essen-
tially a cocktail of chemicals that
can impact the skin, cardiac health
and may also be carcinogenic,” he
adds.

That is what led him to studying
what determines why perfumes
work or not. “It’s skin chemistry,
basically. The human skin is home
to millions of bacteria that control
the pH level, dryness, oil content

etc. And we have plenty of data on
these skin microbiome,” he says.
Sweat itself has no odour, it’s just
salt and water, it is the skin bacte-
ria that lend the smell to sweat.

‘What causes body odour

As far as body odour goes, there
are three key groups of enabler
bugs: Cutibacterium acnes, found
in areas rich in sebaceous glands
(face, back, chest, armpit, groin),
contributes to a musky odour
through lipid breakdown. The se-
cond is Corynebacterium, found in
moist regions like the armpit and
groin, which converts sweat com-
pounds into pungent volatiles in-
cluding sulphur compounds.

Finally, there is Staphylococcus
epidermidis, common on the face,
scalp, armpits, and groin, which
plays a balancing role - less direct-
Iy involved in odour production
and may help prevent overgrowth
of stronger odour-producing
microbes.

The concentration of the skin
microbiome is influenced by food,
the environment and weather
changes, but the percentage com-
position of the main bacterial
group remains the same for an in-
dividual for a long while. There are
general preferences on where cer-
tain fragrance types perform bet-
ter — for instance, floral notes tend
to work well on drier areas like the

wrist, while musky scents are bet-
ter suited for comparatively moist
regions such as the neck.

There is a lot of information
available about the skin micro-
biome from a health perspective,
but literally none of that has been
adopted by the fragrance industry.

He has now taken up skin mi-
crobiome metagenomic testing for
other connoisseurs of perfumes.
“We are not recommending testing
for everyone. There is no viable
business model for routine, expen-
sive metagenomic testing before
choosing a perfume. Our goal is to
share valuable insights from mi-
crobiome and VOC (Volatile Organ-
ic Compound) research and how
they can be applied conceptually
to fragrance use,” he says.

Recent consumer surveys, he
adds, have shown an increased in-
terest in safe and microbiome-
friendly products.

“Several deodorants are already
microbiome friendly, but that kind
of orientation for perfumes is mis-
sing,” Dr. Ghafur says.
(ramya.kannan@thehindu.co.in)

~
L 4
For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to

science@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Daily page’

Science behind scent:
how skin microbiome
can influence effect of
perfumes on humans

gq & N &7 faae:
4 et ASHEAH
gl 9 WHFLH &
YT Y Fefe Far g

For someone who has spent
his entire professional life
fighting harmful microbes, Dr.
Abdul Ghafur, an infectious
diseases expert, has taken an
unexpected turn by beginning

to explore the world of beneficial microbes. He is now focusing on the skin
microbiome to understand which perfume suits whom best.

S S fFT gt Q¥ A Sfiaet F grfasnes gaasal @ a3d @, 9 39 =S geHAsial H
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gferam Y 3R 73 &) g Aot & RAAwT ST Ireqer TN 319 Ig wHSA & fow =
HASHFERIA X &A1 S 3 1@ § B v safda & e sl a1 worgs sagea 81

He explains that for a perfume to work effectively, it must be compatible with your skin
microbiome. Otherwise, repeated use and overexposure to the chemicals in perfumes
may not only reduce the effect but could also become harmful. He points out that we
often think of microbes as being “bad,” but in truth, 99.999% are either harmless or
beneficial, and only 0.001% are actually disease-causing.

I FaTd ¢ o ForeiT RO T THTAT T & 1o Xel & oIl I8 ST & foh a8 AT cadT &
ATSSHISTATH & 37efehel 81| 3T, TR-GR 3UANT 3R RAgH H Hlolg Tofas deal &
3TF TUF T 7 AP T F37 81 HohT &, Sfoh T8 e RE ol g Thdl gl T add & T
§H HFE GEHSIE! &l ‘ST AT 8, ST HedTs T ¢ foh 99.999% FEHSE AT ol
ST 81 & a1 Braese, 31N 3ot 0.001% &Y aredd & AT Yer F&r arr g1 &

Dr. Ghafur, a self-proclaimed perfume enthusiast, always wondered why certain
perfumes smell great on some people but not on others. The reason, he says, lies not
only in the perfume itself but in how its ingredients interact with the bacteria on your
skin.

ST, IRT, S Y& hT R T Mehled AT &, EA Tg T e foh F& REGH Fo el
T 318 AT 9T § STelfeh GO W o161 | d ST § Toh SHehT T Shdlel TWHIH o161 Sfoh

3HT AATAAT FT 3T =T W Al SFANAT F A IREIRE T AT B |

When a perfume doesn’t seem to work, people tend to switch brands frequently or apply
excessive amounts thinking it will improve the effect. However, these chemical
cocktails can adversely impact skin, heart health, and may even be carcinogenic.

ST PTG IR A e AT ol 19T S-S TS FEeld & IT TgeT AP AT H REFgH
ST &, Ig g T S8 36T 9891 gTelifer, I TaTafas fAsor cae, g6 Fareeg W
T 31 STl Fehol § 3R TeT ceh o HaTay off gF Hevct & |

That curiosity led Dr. Ghafur to study the science behind why perfumes succeed or fail. It
all comes down to skin chemistry. The skin hosts millions of bacteria that regulate

things like pH levels, dryness, and oil content. Sweat, in itself, is odourless; it is the
skin bacteria that produce body odour.

S ToT=ITT o 1. I ol FG A el o ToIT IR T foh TRorgH o1 hrat it § 41
T 6T | TE e e Y TR 9fHar o¥ A8 & §1 caar X Alspg emat i pH
TR, Qeehall 3R Qe WA 1 AT A §1 ge alie Ay Fg 747 A& @Yl g oAt =
37O & § Y 2R iy 91 3eTe A §

There are three main bacterial groups responsible for body odour. Cutibacterium
acnes, found in oil-rich areas such as the face, back, chest, armpits, and groin,
breaks down lipids to produce a musky odour. Corynebacterium, found in moist
regions like the armpits and groin, turns sweat into pungent sulphur compounds.
Staphylococcus epidermidis, present in areas like the face, scalp, armpits, and
groin, helps balance the bacterial population and may reduce stronger smells.
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R AT 31 & fAT ofieT Feg SR fFFACR 81 81 Cutibacterium acnes, ST =&,
o5, BTelt, Farer 31 ayeair S et REwt ¥ 9T STar 8, T6T I ArSEH AT AT FoATA
g1 Corynebacterium, it 3 &Y= S &aTel 3 I[CcAiaT & UTAT ST §, Tl T AT T qret
#owT AT 7 SeoT 2ar &1 Staphylococcus epidermidis, Sit J&T, @Y, F9rer 3K
I[CATT H 9T ST ©, FFERAT & WeJeleT Y FoATC T@A H Feg il o R AT arey &l oA

T Gl ¢

e While the concentration of skin microbiome changes with diet, environment, and
weather, the percentage of main bacterial groups remains mostly constant over time.
Some fragrance types perform better in specific body regions — for example, floral
scents work well on dry areas like the wrist, while musky ones are better for moist
areas like the neck.

gTeliTeh caa ATSHIATANA Y ATAT WA, FTATE0r AR ATH & 3HTHR Fgerd Tl &,
AfeheT THE SFETRAT FagH T 37Tl THI o 1Y U AT & | O GRUGU Wi Gedl
ST 1A AT § — N Foell Y G @ RFEAT S Folls I 38T 9Tl 8, S 7w
g 7 RER S a1é W g A B

o Despite the abundance of scientific information about skin microbiomes, the fragrance
industry has yet to embrace this data. Dr. Ghafur has started metagenomic testing for
other perfume lovers, although he clarifies that this isn’t practical for everyone due to its
high cost.

gTelifeh cadT ATSHIATAIA TN d7AAF FTTHRY HIhT 3T &, Afhed TR $3EET 1 313
eh S8 ST T TN 761 §| 3. TP o 3T 3T RAGH AT & [l ATl A Tietor
& T &, gTeTifeh & A1 A § o T8 FEI g1t & HROT |l o T saragiies =181 &

e Their aim is to share insights from microbiome and VOC (Volatile Organic
Compound) research, and how these concepts can improve perfume usage. Recent
surveys show increasing demand for safe and microbiome-friendly products, yet this

focus remains largely absent in perfumes — unlike in deodorants, where such
awareness has already begun.

3eTehT 364 ABHIETAA 3R VOC (e Aiffas H9133) Iqaene ¥ fAe st
TS AT & 3R TG TATT ¢ 1o FoF ITTUROMAT & IHIA T GANT H8 S5 &1 Hhll o
BTeT & HAETUN & Tl TeieT & T GUIATe 31 ATSRITAIA- 3]l 3edTal &1 HieT 96 WE 8,
ifeheT Tg GSeehIUT 31T Teh TXTGH & IgT ST 7T § — Siefeh F3HISICH 7 56 YehR &1
STTITEehcll Tl &1 & 81 T B
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Danger in the sea

India’s response to maritime disasters
must be faster and better

n the afternoon of May 24, MSC Elsa 3,
0 carrying more than 640 containers,

started tilting off the coast of Kochi, ap-
parently due to an operational problem. The
nearly three-decade-old ship was said to be struc-
turally safe. The crew abandoned the ship after
unsuccessfully trying to right her. Now, Elsa 3 is
lying at the bottom of the seabed 50 metres be-
low. As per the cargo manifest, officials say the
ship had 13 containers with hazardous goods.
Twelve had calcium carbide, a reactive com-
pound, and one had “rubber solution”. Some 50
containers, many empty, were floating and get-
ting tossed around by monsoon weather. Officials
say the rubber solution has reacted with the sea-
water and accounts for the plastic pellets being
found on the Kerala coast. Five containers with
calcium carbide, another pollution hazard, are
lying on the seabed and need to be safely dis-
posed of before they cause damage. Some oil pol-
lution has also been reported. There is as yet no
clarity on how to safely dispose of the plastic pel-
lets.

Though containers have tremendously boost-
ed world trade logistics, oversight and control of
what each container that passes several hands,
ships and yards has is a global problem. Besides
the 600-odd containers still lodged inside Elsa 3's
cargo space, some 365 tonnes of heavy fuel oil
and 60 tonnes of diesel lie inside the ship’s tanks.
That much of the oil has not seeped out yet is for-
tuitous but there is every possibility of it happen-
ing if quick action is not taken. The Chennai coast
was ravaged by 250 tonnes of heavy fuel oil from
an oil tanker that collided with an LPG carrier in
2017. MSC Elsa 3 is a toxic dump that needs to be
quickly disposed of. Salvers are being engaged
and they will follow international insurance pro-
tocols. The National Oil Spill Disaster Contingen-
cy Plan (NOS-DCP) names the Coast Guard as the
nodal agency for such responses. In Chennai, the
response was delayed by several days and there
was much confusion and a lack of coordination
between agencies. In Kerala, however, there has
been enough time to rig up an effective response.
With ambitious plans for economic growth that
will inevitably lead to a surge in ship traffic, the
government has also planned to draw more na-
tional and global transshipment traffic into In-
dia’s waters. India is only set to see a great num-
ber and variety of ships of varying cargoes on its
coast in future. The Kerala response will show
how well prepared India is to handle a major
maritime disaster.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Danger in the sea
qHg A @l

India’s response to maritime disasters must be faster
and better

AT Y T Iraetait a¥ wfafsar aer 3k dgav gl ke

. On the afternoon of May 24, MSC Elsa 3, carrying more
than 640 containers, began tilting off the coast of Kochi,
apparently due to an operational issue.

24 7S $T S9gT A MSC Elsa 3, 3t 640 ¥ 3Hf&F Heeil 1 of T
T o, FfT T & 9T Ueh ATaRQeTer HHAETT & HRUT FTohad 30|

. The 30-year-old ship was reportedly structurally safe,
but the crew abandoned it after failing to stabilize it.

{1 30 ATl AT STETer ALeeATcHe & § FRIT a1 a7,

Aferet & A 58 B3 T 919 9 38 R A X T |

. The ship is now lying at the bottom of the seabed, 50
metres below.

TE SISl 316 HHG T Telg {50 e A Teredt & wergam &
. According to the cargo manifest, the ship was carrying

13 containers with hazardous goods — 12 with calcium
carbide and 1 with rubber solution.

F1it AfrhTe & AHTAR, STETsl H 13 Teard a3t ara HFar I
— 12 # Hfeeras Frates 3R 1 & & Ao |

3 Around 50 containers, many of them empty, were
floating and getting tossed due to monsoon weather.

ST 50 T, ToleTal A g W &, ATHA & ANTHA & HROT
T A R @ L AR ITT W@ A

. Officials said the rubber solution reacted with seawater,
leading to plastic pellets washing ashore along the Kerala
coast.

HTRIRTRAT = T o T WiegRreT = HHGY STer F Ffcifohar &,
Srad carfees & T FTe d€ I g 3T AT

. Five containers with calcium carbide are lying on the
seabed and must be safely removed before they cause harm.

Ui e ToieTa o F1a18s §, ¥ doa A Us § AN 3¢
AT T & §ETAT ITGIF ¢ cllieh d JehaTad Hqguldl

e Some oil pollution has already been reported in the area.

58 & 7 Fo AT Tquor Hr ROE uger & A g |
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There is no clear method yet for disposing of the plastic pellets safely.

Tenfed & FHUil l GIiaTa &0 & faersr 1 3reft g Tave gfthar e g |

Containers have improved global trade logistics, but oversight on container contents
is still a major issue globally.

FeR o ARTF AR ATATECFH I SgaR TATAT &, Afehed 398 FIT 8, 39 R AIF0T 37797

5 vk I GHTAT |
MSC Elsa 3 still holds 600+ containers, 365 tonnes of heavy fuel oil, and 60 tonnes
of diesel.

MSC Elsa 3 # 319 $iT 600 @ 3t #ea1¥, 365 &1 gt ¥ 3H1qer 3K 60 & el Al
gl

The oil has not leaked yet, but action must be taken quickly to prevent a disaster.
ma?aaraha?a?’@an%, AfhaT 3MeT Vet & AT deF FETE TR &

In 2017, the Chennai coast suffered from 250 tonnes of oil leakage after a collision
between an oil tanker and an LPG carrier.

2017 # AeeT$ TE T 250 T A T RATT §HT AT ST Toh e EHT AR werdisi srgret 1
TFH g5 AT

MSC fEIsa 3 now stands as a toxic dump that needs urgent disposal.

MSC Elsa 3 379 T&F gl FaY & X I g ¢ o1 dedrel fNuersr I ¢

Salvage teams are being brought in and will follow international insurance protocols.
oo S JorS ST 6T & 3R 3 s AT FSHiel T Arefed |

The National Oil Spill Disaster Contingency Plan (NOS-DCP) designates the Coast
Guard as the nodal agency for such events.

AereTer JHTarer feer Bemret HESIH! et (NOS-DCP) & 3JdR FIFE S I T ATHell
& fov e void Fgea frar g |

In the Chennai incident, the response was delayed for several days due to
confusion and poor coordination.

VTS TeadT H F3 el F i g3 oA Fifr axamsit & gd@=ay i F) 317 ez A

In Kerala, however, there haéD been sufficient time to prepare an effective response.
oifehel h¥el 7 gATed FAY [Fcm § e wardh wfafear aaw $r smadr gl

With India’s growing economic ambitions and increased ship traffic, the risk of
maritime disasters will also rise.

HR T decit 3T Hgcarhiatiait 3R STeTer AT & gefr & ATy WHr et 1
e 3 JgaT|

The Kerala incident will be a test of India’s preparedness to handle major maritime
disasters.

I Y T§ TEAT, HR T T31 FHAY ITaetait F fauea hir Rard v adiew gof|
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PICTURE OF THE WEEK
‘Hi, we are ready to be clicked’
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A pair of meerkats peer at visitors from their glass enclosure at the Indira Gandhi Zoological Park in Visakhapatnam. They were recently brought to the zoo as part of an animal
exchange programme with the Greens Zoological Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre, facilitated by the Radhe Krishna Temple Welfare Trust, in Jamnagar, Gujarat. K.R. DEEPAK
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Autonomous warfare in Operation Sindoor

In the recent India-Pakistan war, over four days of hostilities, both sides effectively rewrote their rules of engagement. ushering in a ‘new normal’ of airborne
deterrence without pilots, but with autonomous platforms, armed drones and loitering munitions

IGS Paper Ili: S&T

FULL CONTE
Rahul Bedi

aunched in early May, in

retaliation to the April 22

Pahalgam terror attack,

Operation Sindoor marks a
historic milestone, in which Unmanned
Aerial Systems (UAS) played a primary
role in direct military combat between
two nuclear-armed neighbours, signalling
an uncharted era of drone-centric warfare
in South Asia.

Over four days of hostilities, both sides
effectively rewrote their rules of
engagement, ushering in a ‘new normal’
of airborne deterrence without pilots, but
with autonomous platforms, armed
drones and loitering munitions, all
operating below the threshold of a
full-scale war, and shaping a calibrated,
escalation-managed conflict.

In the 48 hours preceding Operation
Sindoaor, Israeli Heron MK-II and
indigenously designed TAPAS-BH-201/
Rustom-TI-Medium-Altitude
Long-Endurance (MALE) Intelligence,
Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR}
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) are
believed to have flown deep into Pakistani
airspace to gather electronic and signals
intelligence and thermal signatures of
suspected Islamist terror camps.

Thereafter, from May 7 onwards, after
the Indian Air Force (IAF) attacked nine
targets inside Pakistan, both sides
employed a broad spectrum of UAS -
from ISR UAVs to armed drones,
kamikaze loitering munitions, electronic
decoys and quadcopters - as
dual-purpose tools for real-time
intelligence gathering and precision
strikes. And as this drone war intensified,
both countries sought to dominate the
battlespace through persistent aerial
surveillance by mapping out enemy air
defences, missile batteries, command
centres, troop clusters and logi I
nades. Decoy drones too were widely
employed to spoof radars, ‘bait’ air
defence systems and exhaust
interceptors, minimising risk to manned
assets, before ceasefire ensued on May 10.

India’s array of aerial systems

In the intervening period, India claimed
t0 have downed some 600 Pakistani
drones, releasing intercepted footage and
wreckage to reinforce its assertions in a
high-stakes information war, paralleling
the kinetic exchanges. Pakistan, in turn,
alleged thar 300-400 Indian drones had
unsuccessfully targeted its military and
strategic infrastructure, before being shot
down. India has neither confirmed nor
denied these avowals, citing Operation
Sindoor’s enduring operational status for
its silence.

Open-source intelligence and
drone-tracking data, meanwhile, revealed
that India’s offensive against Pakistan
featured a diverse UAS inventory. It was
aded by indigenously developed
g munitions like the GPS-guided
Nagastra-1 and Israeli-origin Harop
drones, capable of autonomously homing
in on enemy radar systems.

To overwhelm Pakistan's air defences,
India also deployed swarm drone
formations developed jointly by the
Defence Research and Development
(Organisation and private contractors to
create radar clutter, trigger premature
defensive responses and saturate
surveillance networks. Priority targets
included ammunition depots,
Surface-to-Air Missile (SAM) batteries,
radar sites, and forward operating bases.

The strikes were delivered in carefully

sequenced waves. Initial sorties deployed missions - streaming real-time imagery of

decoy drones and electronic warfare
payloads to saturate radar coverage and
provoke early, albeit futile SAM launches.
These were followed by precision
loitering munitions and armed UAVs,
guided in real-time by Heron MK IIs and
TAPAS-BH-201/ Rustom-Ils. Quadcopters
and micro-UAVs played a critical role in
relaying live ISR feeds and target
acquisition data via the Army’s Integrated
Battle Management System (IBMS) to
forward units, ensuring dynamic targeting
and reaction.

Notably, media reports claimed that
India’s drone strikes disrupted a cricket
match in Rawalpindi, forcing a stadium
evacuation due to air defence alarms.
Another significant Harop strike,
reportedly destroyed a Chinese-supplied
HQ-9 air defence system near Lahore,
delivering both a psychological blow and
a strategic setback to Pakistan’s layered
air defence shield.

Consequently, military analysts noted
that India’s overwhelming use of varied
UAS to deliver calibrated, cross-border
strikes without risking manned aircraft,
represented the emerging regional model
of deterrence. They said it also visibly
showcased India’s growing competence in
autonomous, cost-effective, and
networked warfare, demonstrating a
significant shift in the balance of aerial
power in South Asia.

Pakistan’s retaliation
Pakistan, for its part, in its reactive
Operation Bunyan-um-Marsoos (wall of
lead), deployed a range of UAS, including
its indigenously developed Shahpar
(feather)-1l MALE UAVs, armed Burraq
(lightening) drones, Turkish-origin
Bayraktar TB2s, and Chinese-supplied
CH-4 and Wing Loong Il platforms. These
assets were complemented by CH-901 and
'WS-43 loitering munitions from China and
domestically produced kamikaze drones,
launched at multiple targets across a
1,500-kilometre expanse, stretching from
Kashmir in the north to Bhuj in the west
‘While the Shahpar-1ls, TB2s, and Wing
Loong Ils primarily conducted ISR

e

New war: A soldier looks at a drone at the Akhnoor sector near the LoC in Jammu on May 19. AFp

Indian troop concentrations, artillery
positions, and logistics depots —
Pakistan’s loitering munitions targeted
radar stations, forward operating bases
and critical Army and IAF command
nodes in the northern and western
sectors. However, these attacks were
effectively neutralised by India’s robust,
multi-tiered air defence grid, inflicting
minimal or no damage at all.

Strategic urban and military
infrastructure hubs — including Jammu,
Pathankot and Amritsar in Punjab,
Bikaner and Jaisalmer in Rajasthan, and
Bhuj in Gujarat — too were frequently
targeted. But despite the density of these
assaults, India’s integrated air defence
network —comprising layered radar
coverage, SAM batteries, automated
threat-response mechanisms, and
upgraded Cold War-era legacy platforms
and systems — mitigated damage,
preventing disruption.

India’s multi-layer air defence system
Pakistan repeatedly sought to probe and
bring to heel India’s Integrated Air
Command and Control System (IACCS) -
its air defence nerve centre
launching drones via varied routes,
altitudes and diverse timings, to disrupt
its communication nodes and
forward-deployed command centres,
albeit unsuccessfully. The IACCS fuses
surveillance inputs from ground-based
radars, airborne early warning and
control platforms, satellites, and other
sensors into a centralised but distributed
command-and-control network. It
integrates with SAM systems and fighter
aircraft, enabling the rapid detection,
tracking, and interception of low-altitude
threats, including UASs. Its built-in
mechanisms ensured continuity of
operations, even if any individual nodes
were damaged, jammed or destroyed.
Pakistan attempted to overload the
TACCSs radar coverage, confuse response
loops, and expose vulnerabilities for
follow-on drone or missile strikes.
However, military officials confirmed the
IACCS's core network remained intact,
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with all and any temporary disruptions
swiftly mitigated through alternate data
links and pre-positioned mobile radars.

Analysts further noted the system’s
‘mesh’ architecture allowed seamless
failovers when nodes were hit, with
satellite uplinks and mobile platforms
sustaining full situational awareness. The
Directed Energy
‘Weapons (DEWs) capabhility in which
high-powered lasers or microwaves, viaa
real-time network, detected, tracked and
neutralised airborne threats like drones
speedily.

Complementing the IACCS at the
tactical level was the Akashteer (Sky
Arrow) air defence control and reporting
system, developed by Bharat Electronics
Limited, which provided a digitised
command layer for Army Air Defence
units, enabling seamless coordination
between sensor units and weapon
platforms. Designed to rapidly
disseminate targeting data and manage
low-level threats — including UAVs — it
ensured that frontline SAM units could
engage targets with minimal delay, even
under electronic warfare or
communication stress.

The accompanying air defence shield
was built around a layered architecture
combining retrofitted legacy Low-Level
Air Defence (LLAD) systems with
advanced missile platforms in an
unparalleled innovative mix that remains
a hallmark of the Indian military’s
improvisation.

Ingeniously upgraded with
radar-directed fire capability and
electro-optical sights, Cold War-era
systems from the early 1960s, comprised
the LLAD network for close-in protection
against drones. These included Pechora
and OSA-AK SAM systems and 25U-23-4
Shilka, ZU-23-2 twin barrel 23mm
anti-aircraft (AA) guns from Soviet times,
and rthe L/70 Bofors 40mm AA platform
dating back to the 1940s. Army and
Border Security Force snipers too were
part of the LLAD structure, shooting
down numerous incoming drones in
Jammu, Punjab and Rajasthan.

These ‘heirloom’ LLAD platforms were
supplemented by the Israeli SPYDER
short and medium-range air defence
missile system using Python-5 and Derby
missiles for point defence against UAVs,
cruise missiles, and aircraft.

A new kind of war

The domestic Akash and Akash-NG (N
Generation) missile system provided
medium-range coverage, while the
long-range Barak-8, jointly developed with
Israel, defended high-value assets and
strategic nodes from aircraft, drones, and
ballistic/cruise missiles. These were all
backed by Russia’s Almaz-Antey $400
“Triumf” self-propelled surface-to-air

missile system — renamed Sudarshan
Chakra — one the world’s best, of which
India had acquired five units for $5.5
billion in October 2018 and, so far, taken
delivery of three.

All these systems were centrally
integrated through the IACCS, enabling
coordinated, real-time responses and
full-spectrum aerial threat mitigation.

In conclusion, Operation Sindoor was
not merely a skirmish;; it was a seismic
shift in which two nuclear-armed rivals
stepped into the age of autonomous
warfare, where deterrence is digital, and
dominance is algorithmic. And as the
smoke subsides, one truth remains: the
next war will not begin with a soldier’s
charge, but with the silent whir of drones
in the sky.

Rahul Bedi is a veteran journalist based
in New Delhi and Chandigarh specialising
in military, defence and security matters.

Sindoor
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-

Open-source intelligence and
drone-tracking data,
meanwhile, revealed that
India’s offensive against
Pakistan featured a diverse
UAS inventory.

-

Pakistan repeatedly sought to
probe and bring to heel India’s

Control System (IACCS) — its
air defence nerve centre —by
launching drones via varied
routes, altitudes and diverse
timings, to disrupt its
communication nades and
forward-deployed command
centres, albeit unsuccessfully.

-

Operation Sindoor was not
merely a skirmish; it was a
seismic shift in which two
nuclear-armed rivals stepped
into the age of autonomous
warfare, where deterrence is
digital, and dominance is
algorithmic.
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In the recent India-Pakistan war, over four days of hostilities, both sides
effectively rewrote their rules of engagement, creating a ‘new normal’ of airborne
deterrence without pilots but with autonomous platforms, armed drones, and
loitering munitions.

gTel €1  gU 0RA-Tfhed= Jeu A, IR feat 1 751§ & Rt 2kt wait o 3ol Jud
forrat Y worrelt &7 @ o1 fora, 9w ararere & e gars AFumr #1 o T4 '
T g3, Forae Farae e, T 9 3R AeRar #feaer anfae 4

o Launched in early May, as retaliation to the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack,
Operation Sindoor marked a historic milestone where Unmanned Aerial Systems
(UAS) played a primary role in direct military combat between two nuclear-armed
neighbours, signaling an uncharted era of drone-centric warfare in South Asia.

3T 22 $T§tf UG 3MTchalc] §He & STdTe 7 HS I YT H Y& gL, itaverT Rigy
T Teh UTagTiAe Hiel FT IR RfEad ohar, foae 4T grgere arer ga1s f&{ved (UAS) st ar
TATY] & RN Woeet TR & o O A gus 7 7y oyfAenT foers, S afaor ufdran
A T-FRT I & Ueh 1T T hT Hehel AT

o Over the four days of hostilities, both sides rewrote their rules of engagement, ushering
in a ‘new normal’ of airborne deterrence without pilots but with autonomous platforms,

armed drones, and loitering munitions, all operating below the threshold of a full-
scale war, shaping a calibrated, escalation-managed conflict.

IR feAT Fr o318 & eI, AT &t o 379 Tuv At 1 Ry forar, f5ad e &
ST §aTS AhATH T Th ‘AT THT FATT §31T, THTH Farae celewiat, Tered 3, 3R
AreRar Fgferere nfAe A, S qUT YA & Feur S HAT @ A FH @ D, RS
TR, gefor-fasfa wed o f@sor e @ 3

¢ Inthe 48 hours before Operation Sindoor, Israeli Heron MK-II and indigenously
designed TAPAS-BH-201/Rustom-Il MALE UAVs are believed to have flown deep into

Pakistani airspace gathering electronic and signals intelligence and thermal
signatures of suspected Islamist terror camps.

3ifoeret Ry @ ugel 48 ©el 3, gorSell Heron MK-11 31X &3 3 §=TT a0 TAPAS-BH-
201/ Rustom-Il MALE UAVs &I IifehEciel arg &1 # 16X SiTehd HiGaer SErel JHTcieharer
het T geiFeifers 3 RTeTer GRHAT FUT dFe TR THAd A §U Al ST &

e From May 7 onwards, after the Indian Air Force (IAF) attacked nine targets inside
Pakistan, both sides used a broad spectrum of UAS—from ISR UAVs to armed drones,
kamikaze loitering munitions, electronic decoys, and quadcopters—for real-time
intelligence gathering and precision strikes.

7 A A, 519 ARART A [T (IAF) & TTfehEcllel o 3eT &t oreat o goe o, o gt gait
o UAS &1 faecd 4EeT T SETAT fhal — ISR UAVS & ol HIUET Ziel, HiAehol clieiiar
AU, Selarciiolen fSehid AR FaTShITeR Teh — SiY AT TAT H Gihar §37g 3N
TEH gH & forw I
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e The drone war intensified as both countries sought to dominate the battlespace through
persistent aerial surveillance by mapping enemy air defences, missile batteries,
command centres, troop clusters, and logistical nodes.

ST ZieT JeH ST §3T, 2l &3 o SR garg faRedt & Arearsl 8 Jeyard # Faicd
TATRIA et T ST T, Foreet geaet & gars vaTT, famse def, w1 &5, dfaw
wog, 3 ATe AW F1 AT R )

o Decoy drones were widely used to spoof radars, bait air defence systems, and

exhaust interceptors, minimizing risk to manned assets before the ceasefire on May
10.

T S¥T T caTges IUANT fohaT I ATfeh & TR Y 4T &, gaTé &I yonfaal ) GHIT,
3R geTATH FI gH1C, TS0 AT THIAT T SHTGH F g3, $EH Tgel % 10 7 H
mﬁﬁw:@m

India’s Array of Aerial Systems

HRT & gars faveH & fafaerar

¢ India claimed to have downed about 600 Pakistani drones, releasing intercepted
footage and wreckage to reinforce its claims in an intense information war paralleling
kinetic exchanges.

HRA & el fohaT fob 38e S9T87eT 600 UIfRFdTet ST fIRTT, 31K 379 &Td &l HSTT il &
fore seat 3 31$ BT 3R Herar STRY foam, St arferelier Jeer & WATAIR Teh iy Faem Iy

a1

o Pakistan alleged that 300—400 Indian drones unsuccessfully targeted its military and
strategic infrastructure before being shot down. India neither confirmed nor denied this,
citing Operation Sindoor’s ongoing operational secrecy.

qfeREdTeT o graT fohdT foh 300400 R 31eT 7 3T T AR Wielfae e 1 =T
AT, dAfehat father T8 3R d1e & T 10| 1R & 38 & o fSe hr 3R o & 7,
3HToReret TEGY T STRT HelTeTeT J[Celdl T gaTel a?rgtfl

o Open-source intelligence showed India's offensive included indigenous loitering

munitions like GPS-guided Nagastra-1 and Israeli-origin Harop drones, capable of
autonomously homing in on enemy radar systems.

eIl FieT Githar o @ o R & 3MmehaAor & el e #gfaee s GPs-fdfra
ATMEA- 1 3R SoRTSE 7T & gRIT 3T ATA U, ST TaTId § § A & BN Aeed &
TR &7 Fepay &

e To overwhelm Pakistan’s air defences, India deployed swarm drone formations
developed by DRDO and private contractors to create radar clutter, provoke premature
defensive responses, and saturate surveillance networks.
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qIfehEcTeT T §ATS IETT FT HHASR Il & [T, HRA o ST TR BIFAA da1d [, g
DRDO 3R sl SheRt o fasr i@ famam, arfes TR FeleX 11 off de, qd §AY o) 6T
sfafsrare 3afara 8, iR PRt Acad @1 ddea faar o ae|

o Priority targets included ammunition depots, Surface-to-Air Missile (SAM) batteries,
radar sites, and forward operating bases.

TTAfAS 16T & MAT-a7¢ depots, TAE ¥ §aT H AR FI arel fAATST (SAM) S,
TR A135eH, 3 313a v 3R

o Strikes were delivered in carefully sequenced waves: initial sorties used decoy drones
and electronic warfare payloads to saturate radar coverage and provoke futile SAM

launches, followed by precision loitering munitions and armed UAVs guided in real-time
by Heron MK lIs and TAPAS-BH-201/ Rustom-lIis.

GHC WIAUTl H hATeH ogdl H U 71T GRS sortie 7 3 31T 3R getareifien Jeur
3T T STEAHTA TR FHa¥sT T a1 3 T SAM dled i S & forw fomar ar,
3 16 Teleh el RaT FYARMT AR HATT UAVs &I Heron MK lis 3R TAPAS-BH-201/
Rustom-lIs GaRT arEdfaeh THIT H ATGYT el

e Quadcopters and micro-UAVs relayed live ISR feeds and target acquisition data via the
Army’s Integrated Battle Management System (IBMS), ensuring dynamic targeting and
reaction.

FaTsehiceX 3R AGHI-UAVS of BT & Integrated Battle Management System (IBMS) &
AT T 13d ISR Hr5d 3R o167 Tgor 3T A, S aifasiier aefeor 31k wfafsar
GrAREd HIAT Bl

e Media reports claimed India’s drone strikes disrupted a cricket match in Rawalpindi,
forcing stadium evacuation due to air defence alarms.

Fifear Ratet 3 a1 347 fof 7RG & 31T gl of AdITIar H Ueh fohohe T oY aTferd fomaT,
fSad ga1s &1 376 & HROT TTSTH HT @rell AT I3

e A significant Harop strike reportedly destroyed a Chinese-supplied HQ-9 air defence
system near Lahore, delivering a psychological blow and strategic setback to
Pakistan’s layered air defence.

Teh HEcd YT RIT FHIT SHiAd i 9 g & U il GaRT |Cells R a1 HQ-9 §aTs
8T RAFed ave R 3T, S wiferediet i IRagR gars &7 I AT 3R 0TI steeT

a1 |

o Military analysts noted India’s overwhelming use of varied UAS for calibrated cross-
border strikes without risking manned aircraft as a new regional model of deterrence.

T fFeevent & e fham o IR 1 A9 UAS &1 saraes 39iieT, foar Aa arfed
AT A NTEH & 3T, AT AT IR g7 & fIT T A0 &3y gfarer Aisel & &
@ ST @I
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o This showcased India’s growing competence in autonomous, cost-effective, and
networked warfare, marking a significant shift in South Asia’s aerial power balance.

SHeT AR T Tl STHAT T GATaT Far, anra-Fere, 3R Aeads Jau &, 5 gfEor
TR H gars Afed & HeJolel # Teh Ayl 6ol gl

Pakistan’s Retaliation

qiferEdTeT &1 afafrar

o Pakistan’s reactive Operation Bunyan-um-Marsoos (wall of lead) deployed various
UAS including indigenous Shahpar-Il MALE UAVs, armed Burraqg drones, Turkish
Bayraktar TB2s, and Chinese-supplied CH-4 and Wing Loong Il platforms.

arferEcret T gfafshareiier HTaereT FAT-37-ARYY (§aR 36 &613) A At UAS dard
fehw a1, fSi=7a &= Shahpar-Il MALE UAVs, & 319 31, Jehf & Bayraktar TB2s,
3R AT garT delts fohT a1 CH-4 3K Wing Loong |l vaewi# enfae o)

e These were complemented by Chinese CH-901 loitering munitions and electronic
warfare drones, used primarily for saturation bombardment and electronic
disruption.

goTehT FHYS el CH-901 dreRar Fyfererer 31X selarcifoisr Jeur 311 & foharm aram, S &g
G AU FHARY I FAFEI A SqqUTT & foIv 3uT fhT 70|

o Pakistan attempted to use drone swarms to jam Indian radars and confuse IAF
interceptor fighters but suffered significant losses due to India’s countermeasures.

qTferEdTe of IR IER &l ST Hlat 3R IAF SeIaTeT BIsed Fl HAT aet & foIT 3T
T BT 9T R, ifdhe SR T TTATShaT & RO 38 A F{HTT g3

o Pakistani media claimed retaliatory strikes targeted Indian logistics nodes in Jammu and
Kashmir, though Indian sources disputed the extent of damage.

aTfereaTst AfSAT o grar frar & aaer 7 gHer Fo9 3R FeAR 7 9y dffafees Aisq
I fARMEAT FATT, gTeTloh IR AT o FhdTT & T F FAhR fhaT|

Strategic Implications

EIfas Afgard

e Operation Sindoor demonstrated the irreversible shift toward unmanned and
autonomous systems in conventional conflicts, especially in the Indo-Pak context.

3Hfoeret RigY o aRufes Fast 7, [IQvea sTRa-a1eh Heet #, R Arg arer 3k '
e 1 3 sraRadeT sgame 1 wERia B

e This conflict foreshadows a future where pilotless combat aircraft and swarming
drones dominate, reducing human casualties but raising questions about escalation and
accountability.
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gl gial, Torad ATy gifeY s g1l olfehet gefer fAg=o1 3R FFACRY & Farer 3847
It also indicates a growing defence industrial capability in India, developing
indigenous UAVSs, electronic warfare systems, and integrating them into networked
command and control.

Tg HR T T6cht 18T it arerar &1 o ST o¥ar &, S &2l UAVs, Saiereifoies geur
voTferat o1 faeshr a1 W § 3R 35¢ Aicashs FATs 3R Selel 7 vhidhd HL W &

Pakistan’s reliance on imported drones underscores its need to further develop
indigenous UAV technology to compete in this new domain.

qTfeREdTeT T AT 31T W ¥R Ig=1T SiTaT & o 38 58 AAv &1 & yfaeqs’ & forw et
UAV d&die &1 3R fasfad e 61 sied g1

Both countries will likely accelerate investment in artificial intelligence, autonomous
targeting, swarm tactics, and electronic countermeasures in future conflicts.

aleit &Rif Y FTE=T § foh o i & et & H 3w gt Fara aedieor, @t
Yoretfer, 3R gAFeiias FrseTAed & foaer dsf HL|

India’s Multi-Layer Air Defence System

HRT Y Tg-FA qTY 8T JoTTell

Pakistan repeatedly tried to probe and disrupt India’s Integrated Air Command and
Control System (IACCS) by launching drones from varied routes, altitudes, and
timings.

qiferEareT & faffie Teal, Farsa) 3R gl @ 919 A9 AR $r SIS I FHAE U
Herd RATEH (IACCS) P W@ AR 1T FIA Hr TR-IR AdfRAer |

These efforts aimed to target communication nodes and forward-deployed
command centres, but failed.

$oT JTHT T 3663 AR Fal 3R 317 FATE Fed FF foT2mar Jarr o, dfea T fawer
Tl

The IACCS integrates surveillance inputs from ground radars, airborne platforms,
satellites, and other sensors into a centralised yet distributed network.

IACCS, ${fR3Td TR, §aT§ ColchIH, 39TE 3R 377 TR & fAeh fAarmel Srasrdy 1
e et fRala acas A sisar g |

It is linked with SAM systems and fighter aircraft, enabling quick detection, tracking,
and interception of low-altitude threats, including UASs.

T% SAM RrFes 3R 3T Tt @ a7 8, forew e Fams arer @ei o UASs & cafd
ggaTe, IR 3R 3reYersT Hara g B

Even if individual nodes were damaged, jammed, or destroyed, built-in systems
ensured continuity of operations.
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Pakistan tried to overload IACCS’s radar, confuse response loops, and find
vulnerabilities for follow-up drone or missile attacks.

qTfehEdTel @ IACCS & TBR Y 3aTal1s e, Yfafrar Tl &1 #ffa s 3R 3w & g
a1 TS gHdl & fT FASIRGT Gool 1w

But military officials confirmed that IACCS’s core network remained intact, with any
disruptions quickly resolved using alternate data links and mobile radars.

Aferet dr arftrafat & gffe Y & IACCS &7 7T Aca® gefara @1 3R Fel Tehrad
e 3e1 fow 3 Aasa TR & FIRT A & g o oY 15|

Analysts noted that the system’s ‘mesh’ architecture allowed seamless failovers, with
satellite uplinks and mobile platforms maintaining full situational awareness.

faReIwehl & ST 3 58 JoTTel Y ‘A TIGT = FATe Ber3ia? 1 AT &, forad
3991g 3rafels 3R ATEe caewnt o gt Rufas= SrereFdr s=e @ |

The IACCS also showcased its Directed Energy Weapons (DEWSs) using high-
powered lasers and microwaves to detect and neutralise drones in real-time.

IACCS & 379 STIYES Ueloll 398 (DEWSs) FT 37 veeia fomam, s gré-uras e 3R
HIFHIAT 3 ZieT Y aEAfaS TAT A g AR AR Fora g3

Tactical Support: Akashteer Air Defence System

AARE TAYT: HFTAAR 1Y &1 Jorrelt

The Akashteer system, developed by Bharat Electronics Limited, provided a
digitised command layer to the Army Air Defence for coordinating sensors and
weapons.

HRA FAFEIaad TS GanT fAeTad AT Yol & Y@= arg T&7 1 Ja 3R
AR & i gd=ag & fov BfScEss FAE =R vy )

It helped to quickly relay targeting data and engage low-level threats like UAVSs,
even under electronic warfare stress.

IE JOTTeN forear- Ty @erdl S UAVs & faideet 31 sotereifaes e gara o o asfr @
& 3T FTSAT Fla & JeTH W
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Layered Air Defence Architecture
FART ag T&TT FIAT

India combined retrofitted legacy Low-Level Air Defence (LLAD) systems with
modern missile platforms in a unique mix.

R o WA LLAD yonfat &1 smefas Rumser caewiey & a1y fAem v srerar

fAspor IR TR

Old systems like Pechora, OSA-AK SAMs, ZSU-23-4 Shilka, ZU-23-2 guns, and L/70
Bofors were upgraded with radar-guided fire and electro-optical sights.

TR, JrwEe-ud, e, ZU-23-2 3R L/70 SI6RT S g R 39 ER-AEfRe
BRI 3R gaTe)-AHiCehe ABeH I o fhv 71T

Army and BSF snipers also played a part in shooting down drones in Jammu,
Punjab, and Rajasthan.

AT IR BSF & TARH o 3 S, GoTa AR TSI A T AR R 7 aqfHeny s

Supplementary Missile Systems

& fAamse vonforat

The Israeli SPYDER system using Python-5 and Derby missiles offered short and
medium-range protection against UAVSs, cruise missiles, and aircraft.

SSIICT SPYDER WoTTel, St rryet-5 3R s&ff framgat &1 suier et §, ¥ UAVs, &t
framsat sk faamat & faeger aYer sl weaer gl i geat gere &

Indigenous Akash and Akash-NG missiles provided medium-range coverage, while
Barak-8, jointly developed with Israel, protected strategic assets.

areft JmrpTer 3R 3MFTI-NG RSl & e gfY i et &, e gorae & |y
e ar-8 & Torshifas aR@afeat s geam &

Russia’s S-400 Triumf system, renamed Sudarshan Chakra, provided long-range air
defence. India acquired 5 units for $5.5 billion in October 2018, with 3 units delivered
so far.

& T S-400 TRIFEH JOTTet, TS FereleT sk A1 T a7, = arelt gt v ary 1&wm & | 1R
o JrFea} 2018 H $5.5 fafdger & 5 gfae @, =1 @ 3 gfae # Felad g g |

Integrated Response via IACCS
IACCS & ATEIH @ Ui Fiafshar
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o All systems were centrally integrated via IACCS for coordinated, real-time

responses to aerial threats.

Gl JUTTerAT IACCS & ATETH { FhH T T ¥ vhiga AT, 14 ga1$ @l & i waAfeaa
ﬁmmﬁmﬁmgl

Conclusion: A New Kind of War
forserd: geer #1 a1 Faw

e Operation Sindoor wasn’t a mere skirmish — it marked a seismic shift into an era
where autonomous warfare takes centre stage.

AT TG Shael Teh STSY w61 AT — Tg 36 T qGeTa ol Hevel AT ToHA FaraeT
Je T ST A T
e In this new era, deterrence is digital and dominance is algorithmic.

58 AV a1 H, fAan® afed Bfoee & 3R a<va vemiew smafa 8

e The next war may not start with soldiers but with the silent whir of drones in the sky.

37Tl ety Afiept 1 <ITot @ 7T, Sfeeh 3HTehTer 7 et T H{F [T I YE &1 bl 5|

Almost all in 15-29 age group able
to undertake UPI transactions’

IGS Paper llI

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Almost all those in the age
group of 1529 are able to
use a unified payment in-
terface (UPI) to perform
online banking transac-
tions using mobile hand-
sets, according to a survey.

“Among the persons in
the age group 15-29 years
who reported the ability to
perform online banking
transactions, about 99.5%

CcM

to a survey.

reported ability to perform
online banking transac-
tions through UPIL,” high-
lighted the Comprehensive
Modular Survey: Telecom,
2025 released by statistics
Ministry on Thursday.

Among those in the age
group 15-29, approximately
97.1% reported using a mo-
bile phone (including
smartphones) during the
last three months from the
date of survey.

In rural areas, approxi-

mately 96.8% in the age
group 15-29 used mobile
phones at least once dur-
ing the last three months
for making personal calls
and/or accessing Internet.
The use of mobile
phones is estimated at
97.6% in urban areas. In
the age group 15-29, about
95.5% own a smartphone
among those who own a
mobile phone (including
smartphone) in rural
areas, the survey showed.

Almost all in 15-29
age group able to
undertake UPI
transactions’

'15-29 A T F
oTarster | orer UPI
AeT-3oT I 7 FaTH'

Almost all individuals in the
15-29 age group are able to
use Unified Payment
Interface (UPI) for online
banking transactions using
mobile handsets, according
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UPI & ATETH @ JTeAelseT afRaT deT-f w3t 7 |t E

Among those in the 15-29 age group who reported the ability to perform online banking
transactions, about 99.5% stated that they could do so through UPI, as per the
Comprehensive Modular Survey: Telecom, 2025.

Comprehensive Modular Survey: Telecom, 2025 & 3[R, 15-29 H1g & & {511
AR & HToTolTget SfehaT FAeT-CoT T &THT T FTT &, 3oTH F FTTHIT 99.5% o gl 1o I TG
I UP| & ATETH T X Tohd! & |

Approximately 97.1% of people in the 15-29 age group reported using a mobile phone
(including smartphones) in the last three months before the date of the survey.

ERToT T A @ gl & olleT AT 7 15-29 31 T & ST 97.1% NI o Hiarger
B (FaH TACE oY enfirer &) o1 3TeT b

In rural areas, about 96.8% of individuals in the 15-29 age group used mobile phones
at least once in the past three months for personal calls and/or Internet access.

areftor &3 A, 15-29 3T T & 9T 96.8% o9l o TSl oflet AN H A @ A Teh
IR Sl e e 3R/AT ST ITANT & [T AEIE B 7 392197 fHam|

In urban areas, the usage of mobile phones is estimated at 97.6% in the same age
group.

ergdY &A1, S 3 o1 7 AYATFA BT T 3L 97.6% 3T AT fohaT 31T |

In the 15-29 age group, around 95.5% of those who own a mobile phone in rural areas
own a smartphone, as per the survey.

FAGTOT o 3TN, ATHANOT &= & RIS BIet T@ qTel 15-29 AT F9F & olialt 7 F efarsyar
95.5% o U FHTEHI & |
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‘Cobalt Holdings' $230 mn IPO gamble banks on production cuts’

'S Papor IIl: Resources

OPINION

Andy Home
LONDON

Prices of cobalt has fallen
so far over the last couple
of years that even Congo’s
artisanal miners have given
up on the battery metal.

They have been swept
aside by a wave of produc-
tion from the Democratic
Republic of Congo’s (DRC)
formal sector and a secon-
dary flood of metal from
Indonesia.

The market was over-
supplied for the third con
secutive year in 2024 even
though global demand ex-
ceeded 2,00,000 metric
tonne for the first time.

Metals investor Cobalt
Holdings is betting that the
worst is over. The compa-

ny is aiming at raising $230
million from an initial pu-
blic offering in London the
majority of which it will
use to buy 6,000 tonne of

physical  cobalt  from
Glencore.
CEO Jake Greenberg be-

lieves the purchase from
Glencore, the first of sever-
al, will be “at or near a low
point in the cycle”, accord-
ing to the company’s regis-
tration filing.

Mr. Greenberg helped
launch Yellow Cake, which
offers investors a physical
uranium play, and Cobalt
Holdings is a similar vehi-

cle for punters wanting to
ride the cobalt cycle.

1t's likely to be a bumpy
ride and the longer-term
bull thesis hinges both on
whether the Congo, and to
a lesser extent, Indonesia,
can restrain supply and on

Price wars: A copper and cobalt mine run by Sicomines is seen in Kolwe

whether cobalt can main-
tain its position as a critical
new energy input.

Finding floor

The DRC government’s im-
position of a four-month
export ban in Februa a
positive  sign that ~ the

world’s largest cobalt pro-
ducer has woken up to the
fact it is producing too
much.

Cobalt has a history of

boom-and-bust pricing as
super-strong rallies such as
those in 2018 and 2022
generated an artisanal sup-

2i, DRC. REUTERS
ply response.

Not this time

Congo's informal sector
saw output drop to a his-
toric low last year, both in
absolute and  relative
terms, according to
lysts at Benchmark Mineral

Intelligence (BMI).
Rather, it was China's
CMOC  Group  which

caused the supply shock,
more than doubling pro
duction to 1,14,000 tonne,
above both guidance and
assumed nameplate capac-
ity at its TFM and KFM
mines in the DRC.

‘The output surge conti-
nues unabated. The com-
pany reported first-quarter
output of 30,414 tonne, up
21% year-on-year.

That material is stuck
for now as the government
decides what it will do
when the export ban ex-
pires in June. But any deci-
sion “will inevitably imply
a strict limitation of ex-
ports in whole or in part
until market balance is
reached with regard to the
supply and demand of co-
balt”, according to Patrick

Luabeya, head of the go-
vernment’s strategic me-
tals authority.

Congo’s apparent readi-
ness to address its
production has dispelled
some of the cobalt blues,
boosting the price to $16
per pound from a 10-year
low of $10. The market is
now on tenterhooks as it
awaits  Kinshasa's next
move. Butif the world’s lar-
gest producer is prepared
to limit exports or produc-
tion, the market may have
found a price floor, an elu-
sive concept for a metal
that is largely produced as
a by-product of either cop-
per or nickel.

Battery wars

Cobalt demand grew by a
robust 14% year-on-year in
2024, driven by the metal’s
usage in electric vehicle

(EV) batteries, according to
BMI's annual market re-
port commissioned by The

tal rests on EV battery de-
mand continuing to ex
pand to the point that
cobalt usage starts out-
stripping production some
time around the turn of the
decade. BMI expects mar-
ket surpluses to shrink go-
ing forwards, even without
any production curbs in
the DRC, with a structural
supply deficit emerging
“from at least the early
2030s”. However, cobalt’s
share of the EV battery
market is in flux as Chinese
EV producers pivot to bat-
tery chemistries that don't
use any cobalt at all.

(The opinions expressed
here are those of the auth-
or, a Reuters columnist)

Cobalt Holdings’ $230 mn IPO gamble banks on production

cuts

‘FraTee giiessw $Y 230 fATerer sta #Y 3rsdian Fr g3 wehfa
3cqTesT heldl 9T 3memRda &

Cobalt prices have fallen so sharply in the last few years that even Congo’s
artisanal miners have exited the market.

Roa To aut & Faree F Aad gat R 78 § B Fo F FRIR @fawi 7 ot aom

oz fear 81

e They have been displaced by a wave of production from the Democratic Republic of
Congo’s formal sector and additional supply from Indonesia.

3o N & 3itwaries & T Icuree ofeT 3R gEWRar @ sfafed sngfd & 9 o1 Rar

gl

e The market remained oversupplied for the third consecutive year in 2024, despite
global demand crossing 2,00,000 metric tonnes for the first time.

2024 F FTIMAR NEY AT o A fafere amqfed aeir &, grenifer ARaew AT ggeh av
2,00,000 #Hfge &= & IR TEh|

e Cobalt Holdings is betting that the worst is over and aims to raise $230 million via a
London IPO to buy 6,000 tonnes of cobalt from Glencore.

FaTee §IfesTH AT ¢ o a8 U AT IR Johl § 3R a8 oiget 7 3m$N3N & TRT
230 fAfre STer S[eTa 7A@ R @ 6,000 T FHaTee TG Sl ANSTaAT 1T 6T &

e CEO Jake Greenberg believes the purchase is being made "at or near a low point in
the cycle", as stated in the company’s filing.

S Ao Mevaat 1 AT & B a8 T a9 & Peetan Mg o @& g, S e
FYAT T BrsoIaT 7 Fhgr T
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Mr. Greenberg previously helped launch Yellow Cake, which gives investors exposure
to physical uranium; Cobalt Holdings is designed similarly.

Mraat o ggel AT Feh T AT 1 A, S ARt 1 it gfaaer & faer &1 3aa
&dT &; aTee gifessd 3 34T daig Fr Aar= & |

The success of the strategy depends on whether Congo and Indonesia can restrain
supply and cobalt remains a critical new energy input.

38 TOTA dr Aherar 38 I AR el & o wie 3k g2 sl o fafa s o
g a1 6T 3R PlaTee Tk AFedqur A8 Fall ATHAY 1T 6T 5|

Finding Floor
TgATH Hed hY TeTel

In February, the DRC government imposed a four-month export ban, indicating an
acknowledgment of overproduction.

B H FIN TR o IR AGA FT AT IfAaer Fom, S HATF 3G il bl

SRR AT &l Hehd AT|

Cobalt has a history of boom-and-bust cycles, with price spikes in 2018 and 2022
triggering artisanal responses.

FIeTeC T SIAETH AT 3AR-TSIT T T I SJST &, STeT 2018 31 2022 H HIAT T W
FNPR 3cdTee H % I3 U

This time, however, Congo’s informal sector saw output fall to a historic low in both
absolute and relative terms, as per BMI analysts.

BTeliTeh 38 SR, S9N & AT &1 T ScTet Jhaer # Fod FAH TR T Igd 1,
ST foh uATS faedwew! & aamm|

Instead, the shock came from China’s CMOC Group, which more than doubled output
to 1,14,000 tonnes, exceeding guidance and nameplate capacity at its TFM and KFM
mines.

ST FoTTY, el Het I HTAAH 7 F 31T, fFH 3cdTee F¥ 1,14,000 & T I
q A Y e, S 38 Auhwd AR FUHTH T B &A@ IS &

The company produced 30,414 tonnes in the first quarter, a 21% increase year-on-
year.

ST o Tgelt fIATEY # 30,414 &1 3curesT {3, S a§-g3-a9 21% Y gafar 3|

That supply is now stranded, as the government decides what to do after the ban
expires in June.

a6 3MYfcl 319 3reh 71§ ¥, Fifch THR Ig aF I @ & T [ & wiaaer gATed g1t o e
&1 fehar S|

The government is expected to impose strict export limitations until market balance is
restored, according to Patrick Luabeya, head of strategic metals.
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W I, TS UTIHT & YHE & ITEN, TR dd oo F3 Tt gfaeer oy

Hehcll & ST cfeh TSR W eleT SIgTel w161 &1 STl
e Congo’s signals of action helped cobalt prices rise to $16 per pound, up from a 10-year

low of $10.
AN T HRATS I HHTIAT U HlaTec T HIHAT 10 T & g7 $10 ¥ Tga< $16 ufer
IE3E 8 TS|

e The market is now awaiting Kinshasa’s decision, and a move to limit output or exports
may create a price floor, which has been elusive for cobalt.

ISR 39 fheemaT & faolr fir gciten 2 @T &, 3R afe 3cureat ar faata @hfaa foear amr,
dr HiaTee & foT Ao T e Ta) (FR) o7 GohdT 8

Battery Wars
e fr s

e Cobalt demand rose 14% year-on-year in 2024, mainly due to its role in electric
vehicle (EV) batteries, as per BMI’s annual report.

2024 # FaTee F AW # 14% FEfd g3, TGS 7ET FROT gfFes area (§d) deRai o
ST AT &, SIAT T SUA3MTS i a1i¥er NUIE # Farr |

e The bullish case for cobalt depends on whether EV battery demand grows enough to
outstrip supply by the end of the decade.

FIaTee & TolT o JEf i WHIGST 38 TR AR AT ¢ fob 1 320 & 37d e &t defr
61 7T 30 a9l R gt & rfer @y S

o Even without production cuts, BMI expects surpluses to shrink and a structural supply
deficit to appear by the early 2030s.

T&T deh o T 3cutest sheldt & off, feaams 1 371G ¢ o arfaRera smafed eeah ik

2030 ¥ EUF Y YFIHTT ¥ FIAATHF ITYfet TTET ScTeeT g1 |

o However, Chinese EV makers are shifting to cobalt-free battery chemistries, putting
cobalt’'s dominance at risk.

grorten, el &t RaTar Fraree R ded et 1 3K 7 © §, Sad Seree fr
AT Wk H IS gl B
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Sudan capital claims
70 lives in two days

|GS PaEer : S&T |
Agence krance-Presse

PORT SUDAN

A cholera outbreak in Su-
dan’s war-ravaged capital
has claimed 70 lives in two
days, health officials said
Thursday, as Khartoum
faces a mounting health
emergency after more
than two years of brutal
conflict.

The Health Ministry for
Khartoum state said it re-
corded 942 new infections
and 25 deaths on Wednes-
day, following 1,177 cases
and 45 deaths on Tuesday.
Authorities say 89% of pa-
tients in isolation centres
are recovering, but warn
that deteriorating environ-
mental conditions are driv-
ing a surge in cases.

A, TUT AITAGR FT 1,177 ATHS 3T 45 A g AT

e Authorities stated that 89% of patients in isolation centres are recovering, but warned

Cholera is endemic
to Sudan, but
outbreaks have
become worse since
the war broke out

The infections come
weeks after drone strikes
blamed on the paramili-
tary RSF knocked out the
water and electricity sup-
ply across the capital.

Cholera is endemic to
Sudan, but outbreaks have
become worse and more
frequent since the war
broke out. Since August
2024, health authorities
have recorded more than
65,000 cases and over
1,700 deaths across 12 of
Sudan’s 18 states.

: 9971932488

- Cholera Outbreak in

Sudan Capital Claims
70 Lives in Two Days

ST Y T A
ST FT YT, &Y R A
70 "t

A cholera outbreak in
Sudan’s war-ravaged capital
has claimed 70 lives in two
days, according to health
officials.

LY FRAFNRAT F IR,
BT T JEU-IEA TTeredt 7
&I &1 91 garm &, foraa ar
fott 3 70 vt iy Al Y g
el

e Khartoum is facing a
mounting health emergency

after more than two years of
brutal conflict.

AT 3 Y it @ o R W

& dIC FTATELT ATITdHT o1 eufa

T IS E

e The Health Ministry for
Khartoum state reported 942
new infections and 25 deaths
on Wednesday, following 1,177
cases and 45 deaths on
Tuesday.

A ST & FARLY HAT
TUER $Y 942 AT AWA AR 25

that deteriorating environmental conditions are driving a surge in cases.
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HTFRIRGT o ST [ STsaTereT $al 7 89% Al 81 & @ &, aftheT fa9rsa qaiaRvi
ETRAT 3 HIROT AT 3 ot ¥ I g W &l

e The infections occurred weeks after drone strikes — blamed on the paramilitary RSF
— knocked out water and electricity supply in the capital.

Wwwmmggamﬁa;mwammm RSF WX g,
3R Torerdt Trereredt 3 uredt 3 frsrelt it 3mqfet 3w g1 978 o

e Cholerais endemic to Sudan, but outbreaks have worsened and become more
frequent since the war began.

oo gorel # Futfors AR , Afshet Jaur 4w a1 & a1e 50 T 3R rfa iefie sl
SR &1 T |

e Since August 2024, health authorities have recorded more than 65,000 cases and
over 1,700 deaths across 12 of Sudan’s 18 states.

IAET 2024 A 379 dos TRELT FAAFIRAT 7 65,000 T 310 AT 31T 1,700 ¥ 30w
Aial & BT F 18 A F 12 TN & gof AT &

Pagel 1 1
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Cholera

gt

» Cholera is a bacterial disease caused by the bacterium Vibrio cholerae.

- g9 U dFdRTe A e S asfiat FTa¥ (Vibrio cholerae) F1HE SETT] & HROT gl &

« It primarily affects the small intestine and causes acute watery diarrhea.
- Jg HTT T A BIE IATd T FHIAT AT & IR A g7 d (A S &) T HROT FaAdt

gl
Transmission
HFHOT FT dlIHT

* Spread through contaminated water or food.

- g I I e S AT @ e B

« Common in areas with poor sanitation, unsafe drinking water, and natural disasters.

- U8 & # HH where FETSdT B g 8, 919 FT qrell FIEAT FE g, I wrpfaw
JTIETT 3TH 2

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. First Batch of Women Cadets Graduates from NDA in
Pune

qgell o Y AT F3TH & IO A NDA § Fordde fama
2. Arrival of Monsoon and Everest Quiz Answers

AT T ITIHT I TaRFE wRaATd F 3/

3. Jyothi, Sable and women’s 4x400m quartet make it a
golden day for India

A, Feror 3T ARAT3AT &Y 4x400 AR A7 F ARTG & AT
Fafote feeT aatram
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First batch of women cadets
graduates from NDA in Pune

Convocation ceremony marks historic moment for women in the Indian armed forces; cadet

Shriti Daksh secures first place in BA stream to win Silver Medal and Chief of Air Staff Trophy

Ipcs

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

he first batch of 17
T women cadets
graduated from the

National Defence Academy
in Pune on Thursday,
marking a historic moment
for women in the Indian
armed forces.

At least 339 cadets were
given degrees during the
convocation ceremony of
the 148th NDA course. The
academy trains cadets for
the Army, Navy, and Air
Force.

Division cadet Shriti
Daksh etched her name in
the history books as she
became the first woman
cadet to receive the Silver
Medal and Chief of Air Staff
Trophy for securing first
rank in the BA stream.

Lucky Kumar received
the Chief of Army Staff Tro-
phy for topping the B.Sc.
stream, and battalion ca-
det Captain Prince Kumar
Kushwaha lifted the Chief
of Naval Staff Trophy for
topping the computer
science branch.

Academy cadet Captain
Udayveer Singh Negi

Primed to serve: Cadets after the 148th convocation ceremony held at the National Defence Academy
in Pune on Thursday. EMMANUAL YOGINI

emerged topper in the
B.Tech. stream.

The Vice-Chancellor of
the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Gorakhpur University,
Poonam Tandon, who was
the chief guest at the event,
referred to the excellent
performance of women ca-
dets while addressing the
graduands: “Service has
no gender and your pre-
sence is historic.”

NDA Commandant Vice-
Admiral Gurcharan Singh
hailed the historic event,
calling the woman cadets
“hope”. He further said
achieving name and fame
in their service to the na-
tion will be their “guru-
dakshina” to the NDA.

SC verdict
After a Supreme Court ver-
dict in 2021, the Union Pu-

blic Service Commission
(UPSC) permitted women
to apply for the NDA exam-
ination for the first time.

The cadets were given
B.Sc., BA, and B.Tech. de-
grees from the Delhi-based
Jawaharlal Nehru Universi-
ty (JNU).

The passing out parade
of the 148th course of the
academy will be held on
Friday.

First Batch of Women Cadets Graduates from NDA in Pune

qgell 3 Y AT F3TH & IO A NDA § Tt fomar
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The first batch of 17 women cadets graduated from the National Defence
Academy (NDA) in Pune on Thursday, marking a historic moment for women in
the Indian armed forces.

qgell 17 ATFAT F3TH HT T 7 TR Y GO 7 TSET T&T HFIGHT (NDA) F FATcrah 6,
S AR e sl & wfgenst & v v Hagfdes aror B

o At least 339 cadets received degrees during the convocation ceremony of the 148th
NDA course. The academy trains cadets for the Army, Navy, and Air Force.

HH T HA 339 F3TH HT 1489 NDA R &1 dlaTid FARIE H SR & 15| I8 sreprea
Jar, FQ, 3R arg A & fAT HScH it gRIEToT S B

e Division cadet Shruti Daksh made history by becoming the first woman cadet to
receive the Silver Medal and Chief of Air Staff Trophy for securing the first rank in
the BA stream.

f3drster s Afer qat =1 sfagra o 1T I Tgell Afgel hse &l folegiel BA FET & wus
T e ) fRAeat Ase 3R D% 36 TIT T S Sid|

e Lucky Kumar received the Chief of Army Staff Trophy for topping the B.Sc. stream.
T FAR o1 B.Sc. T & MY TUTeT y1oey Y i 3T 37T Fere iy g1ider

o Battalion cadet Captain Prince Kumar Kushwaha lifted the Chief of Naval Staff
Trophy for topping the computer science branch.

FeTfordeT 3¢ Feee T FAR FAATET o FTYET WIHH ATGT H JUH TATT G X e
IHTF A TETH ST S|

e« Academy cadet Captain Udayveer Singh Negi emerged as the topper in the B.Tech.
stream.

JTICHT Hhae Freed ITdR g A9t 57 B.Tech. T 7 i T2 urea fomam|

e The Vice-Chancellor of Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gorakhpur University, Poonam
Tandon, who was the chief guest at the event, praised the excellent performance of
women cadets during her address: “Service has no gender and your presence is
historic.”

1T T IUTEATT AIRE R freafagaTey f Ferafa g <3, S 38 FEA S e
Hfafdr off, o1 A3 HScH & Icpse ygeler T TRiAT 1 3R] Far: “@ar F1 S foT 73t
g 3R 3muehr sufey e MR §1

e NDA Commandant Vice-Admiral Gurcharan Singh called the event historic and
referred to the women cadets as “hope”. He said that achieving name and fame in their
service to the nation will be their “gurudakshina” to the NDA.

NDA FHISE I3H-TSTAT At AE o 50 uea 1 Aagri@s aarar 3R Afger Hsca
I “3TRAT” FgT| Sogiel el 1o 2T TaT H a1 AR TG g1fier FXa 376 NDA F ufad
“Treefarom” g1t

e After a Supreme Court verdict in 2021, the Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC) allowed women to apply for the NDA examination for the first time.
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2021 F FNHA HIC & il & o1, W AF JaT AT (UPSC) o Tgell IR ATger3il &r

NDA 98T & 3T Fa T 3Afa <

e The cadets received B.Sc., BA, and B.Tech. degrees from the Delhi-based

Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU).

e #I fgeeh U srareare Agw favafagarera (JNU) & B.Sc., BA, 31X B.Tech.

Bfara & o

e The passing out parade of the 148th course of the academy will be held on Friday.

3TRTCHT & 1488 FIF T TIFAIT IHT3C NS YFHAR I TSI fohdT STTaT|

THE DAILY QUIZ

-
Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

The monsoon has come a week ahead of its scheduled arrival on the 1st of
June. How well do you know the monsoon?

Radhika Santhanam

A

QUESTION 1

In which State does the south-west monsoon
arrive first?

A

QUESTION 2

This region, which houses the longest sandstone
cave in the world, also has the highest average
rainfall. Name this village in the East Khasi Hills.

A

QUESTION 3

This mobile app, created to provide crop
advisories to farmers based on weather
information, is named after an epic poem. An
operation of the same name was carried out by
the Indian military against Pakistan in 1984 in
the Siachen Glacier. Name the app.

QUESTION 4
1f 10 cm of rainfall is received over a small area

at a station in one hour, this phenomenon
is called __. Mountainous regions are more
prone to it than plains. Fill in the blank.

QUESTION 5

A flow of air originates near Mauritius and
travels across Madagascar, Kenya, Ethiopia
and finally Somalia, before crossing the
Arabian Sea and reaching the Indian
western coast. It attains maximum strength
in July and gives rise to a strong monsoon
in peninsular India. What is this flow of air
called?

[N

QUESTION 6

X was established in 1875 in Calcutta, a
year after a disastrous cyclone struck there.
Later its headquarters were shifted to
Shimla, then to Poona (now Pune), and
finally to New Delhi. Name X, which is cited
in every newspaper report during the
monsoon.

Visual question:

Acomet and a research station in Antarctica
are named after this astronomer and
mathematician who published a treatise on
the Indian monsoon. Name this man.

PCs

Q i and to the p day’s daily
quiz: 1. The significance of the phrase “Snow conditions
bad stop advanced base abandoned yesterday stop
awaiting improvement”. Ans: This was the coded
message sent by The Times’ journalist James Morris
to announce the successful attempt.

2. The primary route taken by Hillary and Tenzing to the
summit. Ans: The South Col route

3. The two other flags Tenzing held aloft on the summit.
Ans: The Union Jack and United Nations flags

4. The height at which the final camp was set up. Ans:
25,900 feet (7,890 m)

5. Name the two institutions that made up the Joint
Himalayan Committee. Ans: The Alpine Club and Royal
Geographical Society

6. The answer given by Hillary when asked why there was
no picture of him atop Mt. Everest. Ans: He said Tenzing
did not know how use the camera and 29,000 feet
was not the place to teach him!

Visual: Name this person. Ans: John Hunt, the leader of
the 1953 expedition

Early Bird: Tushit Pratap Singh

Arrival of Monsoon and Everest Quiz Answers

AT T ITIHT 3T TaRFE TRaATd F 3/

The monsoon has arrived a week ahead of its scheduled date, which was 1st

June.

ATTHST 39 R T 1 57 § UF WeaTg gl 31T a7 31

Questions and Answers to the Previous Day’s Daily Quiz

oo & i 3 fFasr & e 3 39w

e The significance of the phrase “Snow conditions bad stop advanced base
abandoned yesterday stop awaiting improvement.”
“Snow conditions bad stop advanced base abandoned yesterday stop awaiting

improvement” disd =l HAgcd |
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e This was the coded message sent by The Times’ journalist James Morris to announce
the successful attempt.

I Teh 12 U AT T The Times & TIHR JAFT AR o Fhel TATH HI GV HIa
TorT S am|

e The primary route taken by Hillary and Tenzing to the summit.
fererdr 3ttt AafSiar g =1ér o ague & fore sreran s e A
e The answer is the South Col route.
3 § |13 HId AT
e The two other flags Tenzing held aloft on the summit.
AIET I AT GART FEIC T &Y 3+ F3|
e The answer: Union Jack and United Nations flags.
3 ATt S 3R TYFT ST & 3|
e The height at which the final camp was set up.
forg Fars @1 sifas RfaR wenfia fasam o)
e The answer: 25,900 feet (7,890 m).
3T 25,900 HIE (7,890 HieX) |
 Name the two institutions that made up the Joint Himalayan Committee.
YT fEATergT ARATA 7 ITSeT FXA aTel &) FEUTeA o oA1H TATSV|
e The answer: The Alpine Club and Royal Geographical Society.
3 § HeuTSd Fad 3R AT Saanfraa asd|

e The answer given by Hillary when asked why there was no picture of him atop Mt.
Everest.

AT3E TRFE Y NE W 3T F$ dFAR F4T 81 8, T6 T oTel 91 o gan fem arar

I |

e He said Tenzing did not know how to use the camera, and 29,000 feet was not the
place to teach him.

3ogiel gl foh AeATSIeT T FA TATAT AZT HTAT AT, 3R 29,000 Fre H Fa15 W {WET
3UYF 6T AT
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Jyothi, Sable and women’s 4x400m
quartet make it a golden day for India

The men’s 4x400m relay team ends with a silver; Ancy and Shaili complete a 2-3 in long jump; Nandini leads in heptathlon after four events

PCS

ASIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS

Sports Bureau

ome of the country’s
s biggest medal hopes

duly delivered on
the big stage as India ad-
ded six medals to its tally
including three gold on day
three of the Asian Athletics
Championships in Gumi,
South Korea, on Thursday.

Jyothi Yarraji, struggling
with injuries, a change in
running technique and an
indifferent year so far pro-
duced her best perfor-
mance of the season to suc-
cessfully defend her title in
the 100m hurdles with a
new championship record
of 12.96 seconds, although
it was slower than the
12.73s she had targeted for
automatic World Cham-
pionships  qualification.
This was also her first
sub-13 run of the season,
finishing ahead of Asian
Games bronze medallist
Yumi Tanaka of Japan and
China’s Wu Yanni.

It was a productive out-
ing for India and redemp-
tion time for the athletes
on a day that saw the even-
ing session delayed by
more than two hours due
to torrential rains and
thunderstorms for the se-
cond day running.

The conditions, howev-
er, did little to halt India’s
medal charge with Avinash

37

Superb show: Rupal, Subha, Jisna

Sable improving on his
bronze from the 2023 edi-
tion to win the 3000m
steeplechase and the In-
dian women’s 4x400m re-
lay team scorching the
track for the country’s fifth
gold in the competition.
Sable, in his third inter-
national outing this year af-
ter the Diamond Leagues,
clocked 8:20.92 for a sea-
son’s best to finish more
than three seconds ahead
of Japan’s Yutaro Niinae,
who had led for a large

i

=~ B

and Rajitha won the gold for India in the 4x400m relay, finishing
ahead of Sri Lanka and Vietnam. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

part of the race till the final
lap.

Sable also became the
third Indian to win multi-
ple medals in the event
and the first gold in 36
years after Deena Ram in
1989.

The quartet of Rupal,
Subha Venkatesan, Jisna
Mathew and Kunja Rajitha
saw the Indian women
come from behind to out-
run Sri Lanka and Vietnam
for gold in 3:34.18 with
Subha playing the perfect

anchor for the second day
running. The 25-year old,
third at the final bend, took
off with powerful strides
on the final straight to add
to her and India’s bronze
from the 2023 edition.

The men’s 4x400m re-
lay team, however, had to
settle for silver in 3:03.67
after a slow start from Jay
Kumar and while Dharam-
veer Choudhary and T.S.
Manu tried to increase the
pace, it took tremendous
effort from T.K. Vishal on

Delivering in style: Jyothi produced her season’s best while Sable
ended India’s long drought in steeplechase. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the final lap to push China
to third spot. On the field,
Ancy Sojan and Shaili
Singh completed a 2-3 in
the long jump with a best
of 6.33m and 6.30m res-

pectively, behind Iran’s
Mobini Arani Rehaneh
(6.40m).

Earlier in the day, Sanji-
vani Jadhav clocked a sea-
son’s best of 33:08.17 to fin-
ish fifth in the rescheduled
10,000m while Seema was
placed sixth in 33:08.23.
Agasara Nandini was lead-

ing in heptathlon with
3610 points in four events
at the end of the opening
day.

Samardeep Singh Gill,
however, could only man-
age a best throw of 19.25m
to finish sixth in shot put
—Tajinderpal Singh Toor
was excluded from the
squad due to poor form —
and Sarvesh Kushare
placed fifth in high jump
with a best of 2.19m. See-
ma finished fourth in dis-
cus throw with 56.15m.

Jyothi, Sable and women’s 4x400m quartet make it a golden
day for India

S, Feor 3T ARATAT &Y 4x400 AR A7 F AR & AT
Eafore e sarn

Some of India’s biggest medal hopes delivered on the big stage as India won six
medals, including three gold, on day three of the Asian Athletics Championships
in Gumi, South Korea.

AR Y F a9 I31 9 3FANGT A TIE AT W Teeie far #41fF ara o ftvor i
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Jyothi Yarraji, despite struggling with injuries, technique changes and a slow season,
defended her title in the 100m hurdles with a new championship record of 12.96
seconds.

S ARTSH o A, dehetiehr dgarar 3R Hia atet & Fras(g 100 HieX arer g1 7 39+
e 7 s o 3 12.96 ¥hs 1 o7am Afgafra Rets s

It was her first sub-13 second run of the season, finishing ahead of Japan’s Yumi
Tanaka and China’s Wu Yanni.

Ig 59 HISTeT 7 3oTeT Igell 13 WHS { FH FAT 1 TG AT, fSTwa 3egiet Siraret &y gt
aererT 3R <feT 1 g Fsft oA > ol

The evening session was delayed by more than two hours due to torrential rains
and thunderstorms, but India continued its medal charge.

QI T T $A9OT FTREr A JATef-THIET S FROT A HE F 3T G F YE g3, elfehed R
T 39T gge gls STRY 34T

Avinash Sable’s Steeplechase Gold
AT oo H FYedsT A Taof ye&h

Avinash Sable improved on his 2023 bronze to win gold in the 3000m steeplechase
with a season’s best of 8:20.92.

TS T A 30 2023 & HIFT Teh § g TG Rl §T 3000 HieT Frqerder
8:20.92 & HISTA & IS AT & ATY TJ0T UG SiIdT|

He finished over three seconds ahead of Japan’s Yutaro Niinae, who led for most of
the race.

3egiel STl o JARY ATT & Aot Jhs & HAF o 3 @ SNl gTider T, ST &g & o

AT deh 36T |

Sable became the third Indian to win multiple medals in this event and the first to win
gold in 36 years, after Deena Ram in 1989.

Aol 3T TTUT H F g siidel arel Y HRART 3R 1989 & &1 I & 91 36 aut &
FIT Y Siidet aTel ggel TR a1

Women’s 4x400m Relay Gold
Afgeait Hr 4x400 Hex R # ot ugs

The Indian women’s 4x400m relay team of Rupal, Subha Venkatesan, Jisna
Mathew and Kunja Rajitha won gold with a time of 3:34.18.
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e, o1 deheera, forae Ay ik o Iorar i st afgenait A 4x400 #Hrex Rer
AF A 3:34.18 & A & 1Y EJOT UG ST

e Subha, running the final leg, made a strong comeback on the last straight, overtaking
Sri Lanka and Vietnam.

T =7 3 f# =0T A sfeient 3R AT 1 ToTSA §U AT araH |

Men’s 4x400m Relay Silver
oI T 4x400 HieX Rel & &I desh

e The Indian men’s 4x400m relay team won silver in 3:03.67, after a slow start by Jay
Kumar.

S FAR 1 AT BTl o Srarsle HRART TEET Y 4x400 Hiex Rer &7t 7 3:03.67 G877

H T qge Sird|
e T.K. Vishal’s strong finish on the final lap pushed China to third place.
&, fremmer i 3ifa# =0T A AR als ¥ =ieT ol T T ggar i&3m|

Long Jump Medals for Ancy and Shaili
vt 3T el Y el Fig A g

¢ Ancy Sojan and Shaili Singh won silver and bronze respectively in the long jump,
with jumps of 6.33m and 6.30m.

wHY Aot 3R el g o ool g 3 R 6.33 Hie 3R 6.30 Hew FHr SaT T

Wrd 3R FET 96 S|
e The gold went to Iran’s Mobini Arani Rehaneh, who jumped 6.40m.

Faul ygeh et Y AT 3RTAY g1 1 e, Segist 6.40 HYeX T Seller o s |

Other Performances
g gy

e Sanjivani Jadhav recorded a season’s best of 33:08.17 to finish fifth in the 10,000m,
while Seema came sixth in 33:08.23.

HiSTasl STea & 33:08.17 & WSl & IS AT & 1Y 10,000 HieT H qraar A=

g1 foram, STafer HYAT 33:08.23 & T &S AT I T

e Agasara Nandini led the heptathlon standings at the end of day one with 3610 points
from four events.

ITH AfeeA o IR FIC 7 3610 3HF & WY g A Uge! et & 37l deh Aqea fa|
e Samardeep Singh Gill managed only 19.25m in shot put, finishing sixth.
A g forer aitem % 3 19.25 Hex & g & A1 &8 T W R
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Tajinderpal Singh Toor was excluded from the shot put team due to poor form.
afSieTarer fiE qT 1 @ Biet & HROT e ek o7 F T16T @1 77|

Sarvesh Kushare placed fifth in the high jump with a best of 2.19m.

FET FAR o 2.19 FT T FIASS Telia1 o6 WY 3T Fg H qTerar TATT e foha|
Seema finished fourth in the discus throw with a best of 56.15m.

AT 77 56.15 HET T HIASS g1 & AT TFHT ek A =T TATT g1 8T foham|
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