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2. Understanding the social, cultural and geographical
contexts of Buddhism
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ASI asks archaeologist who was in charge
of Keezhadl excavations to rewrite report

|GS Paper I: A&C

B. Kolappan
CHENNAI

The Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) has asked ar-
chaeologist Amarnath Ra-
makrishna, who unearthed
an ancient civilisation in
Keezhadi near Madurai, to
resubmit his report about
the excavation after mak-
ing necessary corrections
for taking further action.

Aletter from the ASI said
two experts had suggested
corrections in the report
submitted by Mr. Ramak-
rishna, who was in charge
of the excavation, to make
it “more authentic”.

Mr. Ramakrishna stu-
died the ancientness of the
objects through accelerator
mass spectrometry (AMS)
and prepared a 982-page
report.

Archaeologist Amarnath Ramakrishna at the Keezhadi excavation
site near Madurai in Tamil Nadu. FILE PHOTO

Carbon dating of char-
coal found at the Keezhadi
site in February 2017 esta-
blished that the settlement
there belonged to 200 BCE.

Mr. Ramakrishna sent
his report to the Director
General of ASI on January
30, 2023. But, before he
sent it, he was transferred
to Assam in 2017, and now,
he works as Director, Anti-

quities. After more than
two years since the report
was submitted, the ASI has
asked him to rewrite it.
According to the ASI,
three periods require prop-
er nomenclature or re-
orientation, and the time
bracket of 8" Century BCE
to 5% Century BCE for Pe-
riod I requires concrete jus-
tification. “The other two

periods also must be deter-
mined based on scientific
AMS dates and the material
recovered with stratigraph-
ical details. The date of the
earliest period, in the pre-
sent state of our know-
ledge, appears to be very
early. It can be, at the maxi-
mum, somewhere in
pre-300 BCE,” said the ASI.

When his opinion was
sought, former IAS officer
R. Balakrishnan, who auth-
ored the book Journey of a
Civilisation: Indus to Vai-
gai, said the decision of the
ASI seemed to be “unpre-
cedented” and obviously a
result of the “pressure of
history.” “Not digging adeq-
uately is considered a tra-
gedy; not letting the re-
ports come out is a greater
tragedy. It is simply pathet-
ic,” he said.

ASI asks archaeologist who was in charge of Keezhadi
excavations to rewrite report

TTH3INME A ISl Sc@elol & T Wdcatag & RAIE glarT foraa

&I gl

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has asked archaeologist Amarnath

Ramakrishna, who unearthed an ancient civilisation at Keezhadi near Madurai, to

resubmit his excavation report after making necessary corrections.

HIART qRTcTed FIETOT (TTH3IHTE) A WTeatag JAATT TAF, foegial 7gt & are
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e Aletter from the ASI mentioned that two experts had recommended corrections to
make the report “more authentic.”

TUHHTS & O A gl a7 foh a st & Ruie 1 3% 3t wenfors seiie) & forw gemy
Fr Fawrfer & ot

e Mr. Ramakrishna had used accelerator mass spectrometry (AMS) to study the
antiquity of the objects and had prepared a 982-page report.

AT THSSOT o GEI3HT hT T T I el oh TIT TFARET AT TFEAL (AMS)
T 39T foham 3R 982 gwat Y Rl AR &7

e Carbon dating of charcoal found at Keezhadi in February 2017 showed that the
settlement dated back to 200 BCE.

I 2017 ﬁaﬁaﬁrﬁwmmaﬁrmmﬂwmgm%ugmzoo
SATqA I &

e Mr. Ramakrishna submitted his report to the Director General of ASI on January 30,
2023.

AT THAFSOT o A RGIE 30 SeradY 2023 T TCHIHTS & FAgIfavaerar i Har 7|

o However, before submitting the report, he had been transferred to Assam in 2017, and
now serves as Director, Antiquities.

gretiten, RAE Hiual & dgel 3e¢ 2017 H FHA TAATEIR X &IT 3147 271, 3R 319 F yreiaT
FEJU AT & freers o €9 & SRR &

o Despite over two years since submission, the ASI has now asked him to rewrite the
report.

R STAT et & Y Wil ¥ 31F FAT N T & Sras(g, HT TCHIATE 7 378 R g

¥ @ FrFer gl

e The ASI stated that the time bracket of 8th Century BCE to 5th Century BCE for
Period | needs proper justification.

TUH3TS & gl [ FTer@s | & faw sdt wd $ar q& & 541 9 $671 93 & 97 &1 e 3R
3R g TR &

e The other two periods must also be defined based on scientific AMS dates and
material with stratigraphical details.

37T 2 rod@sy o1 3 derfad AMS arfi@t 3tk Fadietor faavon & @y el & 3TUR
R fFaTRa forar srar @R

e ASI noted that the date of the earliest period, in the current understanding, appears to
be pre-300 BCE at the earliest.

TUHIHTS & T o Sood fohaT foh acTATeT A1eT o 3TaR, IRIAF Frer@s i iafd 300 41
qd & 9gd BT g1 TRl &
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o Former IAS officer R. Balakrishnan, author of Journey of a Civilisation: Indus to Vaigai,
called ASI’'s move “unprecedented” and said it reflects “pressure of history.”

U4 3EUTH TSR AR ST, 5t Journey of a Civilisation: Indus to Vaigai & oi@e
&, & TUE3S Y 57 HILGTS T “IHSEYE” T 3R et F g “sfAe & gara” i g
gl

e He said, “Not digging adequately is a tragedy; not letting the reports come out is a
greater tragedy. It is simply pathetic.”

37giel hgl, “S1F W GaT$ o FIAT U ATWAT §; oAfhet RN HT YHIRAT o glet &ar 3 oft
a3t AT §1 IE aEad F gHIEEqur §1

The superhumans of Mumbai

GS Paper I: A&C

A
Avyoung girl practises Mallakhamb as monsoon clouds hover over Mumbai, at Shivaji Park. ‘Malla’ means wrestling and ‘khamb’ translates to pole. Together, Mallakhamb means
wrestling on a pole. This is a form of ancient martial arts intended as a training aid for wrestlers and ancient warriors. EMMANUAL YOGINI
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Understanding the social, cultural and
geographical contexts of Buddhism

In an era of social media obsession, several writers have turned to Buddhist teachings to underscore the fact that a preoccupation with the self and
an ‘unremitting’ egoism will lead to pain and suffering. Other writers are helping readers discover Buddhism’ influence on modern Indian history

S Paper I AGC

Sudhirendar Sharma

he world is increasingly getting

obsessed with self-promotion

and the thinking that it alone

can bring about peace and
progress. The growing selfie culture is a
manifestation of this daily obsession,
backed by the technology of the day.
Often, a ‘perfect’ identity is carefully
curated on social media with a focus on
the self.

Swayed by the glitter of social media,
there appears to be no actual pursuit of
knowing the inner self. Eventually, this
relentless self-promotion is leading to
distress. The fear of having less and the
desire for more have contributed to a
balance sheet of unhappiness.

The illusory self

It’s perhaps the right time to re-read the
teachings of the Buddha, who argued
thousands of years ago that the self is an
illusion - and that our belief in it is the
cause of most, if not all, of our sufferings.
Poring over ancient Buddhist texts, Jay L.
Garfield, Maria Heim, and Robert H. Sharf
have teamed together to dismantle
notions of the self in How To Lose Yourself:
An Ancient Guide to Letting Go (Princeton
University Press).

Their suggestion? “Better to lose your
self!” The writers contend that Buddha
had argued for letting go of the self, which
allows us to see more clearly the
innumerable causes and conditions that
come together to create our experience
and that make us who we are. “When we
allow our fantasies of self to dissolve, we
discover instead the radically

interdependent nature of our existence.”

Opening up another flank of study on
the ancient religion, Douglas Ober
contests the commonly held belief that
Buddhism “all but disappeared” from
India after the 13th and 14th centuries,
and saw a revival only in the mid to late
19th century. In his book, Dust on the
Throne (Navayana), he notes that
Buddhism had always been there, and
that two centuries of archaeological
excavation and textual scholarship now
point to a long, enduring, and
“unarchived” Indian Buddhist afterlife
that extends to the modern day. Ober’s
exhaustive research told him that
Buddhism had an indelible influence on
shaping modern India.

As he writes in the Introduction, ‘A
Dependent Arising’, the theory of
Buddhism’s “disappearance” from the
subcontinent is “little more than a useful
fiction, deployed to wash over a more
complicated historical terrain involving
periodic Buddhist resurgences and
trans-regional pilgrimage networks.” He
shows that Indian’s modern Buddhist
revival began nearly a century before
1956, when the Indian government
celebrated “2,500 years of Buddhism”
and when B.R. Ambedkar led half a

million followers to convert to Buddhism.

Backstory of a revival

Ober argues that the “revival of
Buddhism” in colonial and postcolonial
India led to a slew of movements, from
Hindu reform movements, the making of
Hindu nationalism, Dalit and anti-caste
activism, as also Nehruvian secular
democracy. He tells the stories of

individuals and communities that kept
Buddhism alive, not least the incredible
account of ].K. Birla, eldest son of
entrepreneur B.D. Birla, who financed
major Buddhist constructions in
pilgrimage centres like Rajgir, Sarnath,
Bodh Gaya, and also in new centres of
“urban Buddhist activity”, including
Calcutta, Bombay, and New Delhi.

While Ghanashyam Birla, J.K. Birla’s
younger brother, sided with Gandhi and
Congress, J.K. and his father firmly
supported the extreme Hindu right and
the Hindu Maha Sabha, although as Ober
notes, “they never stopped supporting
Gandhi either”

Efforts to resurrect Buddhist
archaeological heritage are an ongoing
process to help connect its monumental
past with its philosophy.

In his book, Casting the Buddha (Pan
Macmillan India), Shashank Shekhar
Sinha traces the Buddhist heritage sites
and the cities they are located in to
understand their larger geographical,
sociocultural, and historical contexts. It is
an illustrated history of Buddhist
monuments in India, spanning 2,500
years. For the purposes of this book,
Sinha writes in the Introduction,
‘monumental history’ plays on the word
‘monument’ and discusses Buddhist
edifices, sites, and connected histories.

Lives of monuments

A closer look reveals how the “lives of the

monuments” resonated with the people

and communities around them, including

monks, laity, kings, traders, guilds,

landlords, agriculturalists, and villagers.
Over time, these structures have

acquired different forms and meanings,
and have also become important “sites of
social and cultural interactions.” The
buildings are “complex ecosystems”
which capture the changing times and
give an idea about belief systems, rituals,
stories, and folklore. For instance, writes
Sinha, the sculptured panels on the
gateways of Sanchi not only depict events
from the life of the Buddha but also the
Jataka tales and the mythical
bodhisattvas.

Ober contends that Buddhism was an
indispensable part of the daily lives of
Indians from many walks of life. “They
spent their days reading and
reinterpreting Buddhist scriptures,
attending and delivering dhamma talks,
building and rebuilding Buddhist
shrines.” The lives of Ambedkar, Birla,
Kosambi, Mahavir, Sankritayan, and many
other figures “help us realise that there is
no one single identity at the heart of
modern Indian Buddhism... [it] continues
to have an important but often
unacknowledged role in Indian society.”

As Indians relived the past to find a
better present and future, “a classless,
casteless, egalitarian society,” they found
the Buddha, writes Ober. That as a society
we have not yet been able to eradicate
discrimination and poverty means the
debates on issues like “caste, inequality,
morality, social order, and belonging” are
not over. The quest to grasp the historical
Buddha and understand his ‘inherent
mission’ must continue, and this says a lot
about our modern times and
predicament.

Sudhirendar Sharma is an independent
writer, researcher and academic

Understanding the social, cultural and geographical contexts
of Buddhism

dieer et & wrfors, wiegfas 3T st aeut w1 gasen
In an age dominated by social media, many writers are revisiting
Buddhist teachings to highlight that excessive self-focus and

persistent egoism ultimately lead to suffering. Some authors are also
exploring how Buddhism has influenced modern Indian history.

Hrerer #fEAT & wifea arer o1 A, 7 @ dlgy RMami fraiv e w
arfer I femmar o 9% fF srcaftes sner-igaan 3t aemar 3EFR siaa:
FEC FT FRUT a1 8| F6 oG Ig o Tiar 1 § B diqyr et & amyfar
R sfaera w1 H yanfaa frar g

Page7

Address
Email Id :

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e The world is increasingly caught in the belief that self-promotion alone ensures peace
and progress. The rise of the selfie culture, enabled by technology, reflects this
obsession. People build curated identities on social media, which are often illusions of a
perfect self.

gferam & Ig TARaTH SedT Sif 38T & foh Shael ATe-garR & &1 enfer 3R Jerfey Heva g1 Qehr
HEH TR T S, S Fehelleh SART TS §3T &, T STeeT 1 ATl & | wiiar Fered #HIfZam o
Teh 3G 3TcH-BId Faild g, oIl A HH gicil g

e This relentless focus on the self rarely includes a deeper introspection. Instead, it

causes distress, fed by the fear of lacking and the desire for more, resulting in growing
unhappiness.

g fRAR 3McA-higadr g & sl g eA-Raa ¥ 3R o ST &1 3% o1 Ig
ST 3cTeaT AT &, ST AT & =T 3R 3170 g i swoT F ARG T §, 9D Ay
TG &

e According to ancient Buddhist philosophy, the self is an illusion. Thinkers like Jay L.

Garfield, Maria Heim, and Robert H. Sharf argue in their book How To Lose Yourself
that clinging to the self is the root of most suffering.

STieT Sler geler & 3TeTHR, HICHT U AT §| . Tel. ARBIes, ATRAT g8+ 31N Aa€ e,
A S TreRent T ATHT & o 3Teht qEcTeh 573 2 oo IRHeH H ST I § o 3HTcar 4
fereh Tg=1T 3iferehier g@t &I 515 B

o They suggest that letting go of the self helps one perceive the interdependent nature

of existence. Once we abandon fantasies of the self, we realise how life is made up of
multiple causes and conditions.

d g1 & § T 3TeHT 1 813 T §4 31Ecicd T aREIRE fXiar 1 sl # A
HAT §| ST §H HTcH-PeTATHT I IFTA g, AT &4 g THST ATAT & o e $s SR 3R
gRFEfAaT & fFAEHT ST 8

o Historian Douglas Ober, in his book Dust on the Throne, challenges the common belief
that Buddhism disappeared from India after the 13th-14th centuries and only revived in

the 19th century. He reveals that Buddhism had a continuous yet unarchived
presence.

STARTHSHR SITerd 3R 3T Tl 5 37 9173 ST T RO &1 Jatelr &t & 6
1341143t erenfegat & a1 Sleer et R @ IS 81 I 3R dharel 191 WY 7 Gorsiifad
B3| 3 ST & o sileer &3t e Alsfe; 20T, $1el € 38 &&ardet el fohar aram &7

e Ober argues that this so-called disappearance is a fiction. In fact, Buddhism influenced
India through resurgences and pilgrimage networks well before the famous 1956
revival, when B.R. Ambedkar converted along with 500,000 followers.

3R T & § o I8 TUTH AT 1T @A Ueh Fedell § | aeaa #, Sty 43 o 1956 &
YAGYT & Tgel &1 Rl hl YeaedTall 3R AIdamn Aeas & aAreas § venfad & o, st
3. 3ATHT 1 5 1 ITATRAAT & A € IRt T |

« He further shows that the revival of Buddhism was central to the formation of Hindu
reform movements, Dalit activism, Hindu nationalism, and secular democracy

Pa la

a
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under Jawaharlal Nehru.
& 3 e ¥ Fop Sty et &7 GRedR g QR aretet, afer afinaa, fig e,
3R FaTEaTe A® & dod UATATIET dAlFad F M3+ H Ageaqol AT

¢ Among those who supported Buddhism’s revival was J.K. Birla, who funded Buddhist

monuments in Rajgir, Sarnath, Bodh Gaya, and in urban centers like Calcutta,
Bombay, and New Delhi.

I, Rzar 3 dit 1 anfAe & oregie sy 4et & qoeaur it §#de f&ar 3k aeiR,
ARATY, e 3R Frersran, diFa, 3R a8 Resl S ot 7 dicy TRt & AT &
areTe e |

e In contrast, his brother Ghanashyam Birla supported Gandhi and the Congress, while
J.K. Birla and his father backed the Hindu Mahasabha, though they also continued
supporting Gandhi.

g% [Udid, 37k HTS GeTedTH fagar o el 3R w1 F1 a#d= fhar, sefe &, fager
3R 3o7eh et o fég FeTare a1 HadieT fona, gTeifeh Sogiot aniedl &t ot HAeieT ot =781 oIS

o Efforts to reconnect with Buddhist archaeological heritage continue to revive interest
in its philosophical and monumental past.

dieEr raTfeas €R1ET @ O & 5[5 & Y 58 aifoleh 3R TANDIY 3ciicd & o i

R O SNfaT T T FT FT R &

e In his book Casting the Buddha, Shashank Shekhar Sinha presents a 2,500-year
illustrated history of Buddhist monuments, explaining their roles in social, cultural,
and geographical contexts.

YA GEcieh HIECTT & FEETH, AAF AW T 2,500 st o Sletr FARST &l Ueh
RrTcHe sfdera Jedd Yd ¢ 3R 3o FraATia, iepias, iR sitanfars desit
TFSTT &

e These monuments reflect the lives of monks, traders, kings, guilds, and villagers,

showing how they were vital sites for cultural interaction and community
engagement.

I TAR fagait, sararRa, s, FHER "l 3R Taarfdat & siad &1 g §, I8
ferra gu foh 3 Arepioas w0 3R ARTars SATEfieRY & Hgcaor ¥ |

e Structures like Sanchi depict not only Buddha’s life but also Jataka tales and mythical
bodhisattvas, showing the deep narrative and ritual fabric of Buddhist practice.

Fid ST BT sherel & o Siiael 1 w161 Sioeh SiTde HY13t AR dRifors aiftrweat =1 ot
el €, ST siler oRT & ITgdr T 3R 37esaTioteh HIeeT hl G2t ¢ |

e Ober emphasizes that Buddhism was a key part of Indian life, reflected in daily activities
like reading scriptures and giving dhamma talks.

T 38 I1d W AR & & T dleer et sy Shaet &1 veh Ageayot feear ar, s g &
e 3R A 3yt ST Sfae aifafafert & aRefeéra grar ar)

o Figures like Ambedkar, Birla, Kosambi, Sankrityayan, and others reveal the diversity
in the identity of modern Indian Buddhism.
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AT 3R A & |
As Indians continue to seek a casteless, egalitarian society, the Buddha’s message

remains relevant. The persistence of caste and inequality means debates on morality,
belonging, and social order must continue.

ST IRCAATET 379 81 Ueh T AN, WATAAT-ITenRer FATST Y Telrer & 8, A a8 HT e 3777 ot
wrfaen &1 Sfaare 3R sraaATear H faaar g2t & 6 afaewarn, o saaer, 3iR
HTOFR-aY ) =T ST WEair AT

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Cauvery Authority reviews water level in all its
reservoirs

HTALT AITAHIOT oF 319 Toft STermerat & srer TR Y FHIem iy
2. No ceasefire: On the Russia-Ukraine war

$I$ JUTITH gl TH-Lehel ool T
3. Use international law to take on Pakistan-backed terror

qifsarst ¥R Ardsarg ¥ fAdest & faw s FegT

ST 3TN F:Y

4. Misplaced urgency: On the Madras High Court interim
order

I FHT 9T Y TS dichifaandl: AN 3o 1Tl &
AR e W
5. Is establishing the truth a problem during a conflict?

F471 et FEY & SR TcT TUTRT FI1T U TATT 82
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Cauvery Authority
reviews water level
in all its reservoirs

The committee’s next meetlng has been scheduled for June 10. pTI

[GS Paper I: Inter State Dispute |
T. Ramakrishnan

CHENNAI

The Cauvery Water Man-
agement Authority
(CWMA) on Thursday re-
viewed the storage posi-
tion of all the reservoirs in
the Cauvery river basin.

After chairing a meeting
that lasted nearly 45 mi-
nutes in New Delhi, the
Authority’s chairman, Sau-
mitra Kumar Haldar, told
The Hindu over the phone
that the current storage of
the reservoirs was better
than the long-term aver-
age. The Meteorological
Department had forecast
that the incoming South-
west monsoon would be
“above normal”.

To a query whether the
CWMA had given any di-
rection to Karnataka to en-
sure the release of water as
per the schedule — 9.19
thousand million cubic feet
(tmcft) in June and 31.24
tmcft in July — Mr. Haldar
replied in the negative, ad-
ding, “The monsoon has
not yet set in. We will see
first the pattern of flows,
storage of the reservoirs

and requirements.”

He pointed out that the
Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee (CWRC) would
meet every 15 days, and the
CWMA every month. The
Committee’s meeting had
been scheduled for June
10, two days before Tamil
Nadu would commence
the release of water from
the Mettur reservoir for
irrigation.

As on May 20, the reali-
sation by Tamil Nadu stood
at 301 tmcft, about 125
tmcft higher than what had
been stipulated for the
elapsed period (June 1,
2024 to May 20, 2025). On
Thursday, Mettur’s water
level stood at 110.77 ft (full
level: 120 ft), with the stor-
age being 79.5 tmcft (ca-
pacity: 93.47 tmcft). On the
corresponding day in
2024, the storage was 17
tmcft, and the water level
48.76 ft.

As on date, the aggre-
gate storage of four reser-
voirs in Karnataka stood at
45.7 tmcft, as against its ca-
pacity of 114.57 tmcft. On
the same day last year, it
was around 30 tmcft.

Cauvery Authority reviews water level in all
its reservoirs

FAT TIFAHIOT o 379 FolY Sremeral A STl TR
Y ST Fr

The Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) on
Thursday reviewed the storage status of all reservoirs in
the Cauvery river basin.

FHIAY STl FaereT TRAHIOT (CWMA) & IR Y FHTal o7ar af e
# Foua gt sremerat Y sisRor fRufa i waiew 6

e The meeting in New Delhi, chaired by CWMA Chairman
Saumitra Kumar Haldar, lasted for about 45 minutes.

TS fedll 7 TS T8 S, TSTHhT 3TETETAT CWMA & 3regseT
AHAT FAR geaT o Y, 17T 45 fReTe e Tl |

e Mr. Haldar stated that the current reservoir storage is better
than the long-term average.

Y goeT o gl foh TaATT F TAT™Y FT HSROT HeFifas 3w @
CrELrdd

e The Meteorological Department has predicted that the upcoming
Southwest monsoon would be "above normal.”

HYee FA$TET 5 1T AT ST § fob 31T are gfavor-aivesT AT

WA & 3HF" BT

e When asked if CWMA had issued directions to Karnataka to
release water as per schedule — 9.19 tmcft in June and 31.24 tmcft
in July — Mr. Haldar replied in the negative.

TS Y8BT I f&h -1 CWMA & Fefiesh &l o HIIshd & HTqR — [
# 9.19 ATAHTHE 3N FaAT$ A 31.24 AUAHTHE — T=h SIS T
fAder R g, ar 4 goex & 3T |

e He said, “The monsoon has not yet begun. We will first observe
the flow patterns, reservoir storage, and requirements.”

3egiel eT, ‘AT 3} AT TG EIHT §| € Tgel YaTg I I,

SremeraT $ feufa, 3R smagwansit & ¢Ee |
The Cauvery Water Regulation Committee (CWRC) will meet every 15 days, and
CWMA will meet monthly.
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F1a8 oo fafAgaaT afAfd (CWRC) & S &T 15 & & 31k CWMA & S gt ATE
IS i Sreat

e The CWRC meeting is scheduled for June 10, two days before Tamil Nadu is set to
release water from the Mettur reservoir for irrigation.

CWRC #Y 85 10 [ &I fuilRa &, 3 o affrereng garr s & faw Ay semear @

qTell BY3 &l feet Igel &

o As of May 20, the realisation by Tamil Nadu stood at 301 tmcft, which is about 125
tmcft higher than the stipulated amount for the period June 1, 2024 to May 20, 2025.

20 7S oeh, ATAATS G@RT UTC STeT T AT 301 ATHHATHE o, 5 1 ST 2024 § 20 7S

2025 &Y 37af & faw FeTRa &= & oersrer 125 Headivwd srfas oY

e On Thursday, the Mettur water level was 110.77 ft (full level: 120 ft) and the storage
was 79.5 tmcft (capacity: 93.47 tmcft).

TEAR l AT TATMT FT oel T 110.77 B (0T F: 120 Hre) 3 #7301 79.5
AreadTwd (87T 93.47 Srvadivwd) ar)

e Onthe same day in 2024, the storage was just 17 tmcft and the water level 48.76 ft.

2024 # gt R, STemT 7 A 17 Suardiewd) ST a1 3R ST TX 48.76 Hie 7|

e Currently, the combined storage of four reservoirs in Karnataka is 45.7 tmcft,
against a total capacity of 114.57 tmcft.

qHT A, Felles & TR STATAT H Fol HEROT 45.7 STHANTHE B, STelfh SoTehl ol &THAT
114.57 eAadIvwd |

e Onthe same day last year, the storage was about 30 tmcft.

Ao av st Rer, HSROT 9787971 30 SrTHAHITHE 27|
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No ceasefire

Russia is utilising the deepening chasm
among Ukraine’s key allies
U krainian and Russian officials met up in Is-

tanbul, Tiirkiye, last week, their first di-

rect meeting since March 2022, the year
when Russia invaded Ukraine. Little was
achieved except for one agreement on swapping
1,000 prisoners of war each. The Ukrainian dele-
gation rightfully complained that Moscow had
made “new and unacceptable demands”. Rus-
sia’s posturing, however, seems to be a conse-
quence of the dithering by Kyiv’s key ally, the U.S.
In the run-up to the meeting, Kyiv, which has
been on the back foot in the conflict, losing sub-
stantial territory in the east and reeling under fai-
lures such as the retreat from the Kursk offensive,
had sought a 30-day ceasefire — an outcome that
the U.S. was also pushing. While the U.S. has
been discernibly less enthusiastic about continu-
ing to arm and support the Ukrainians, during
Donald Trump’s second term in the White
House, Kyiv’s European allies had urged Moscow
to agree to the ceasefire, or face increased sanc-
tions and the transfer of weapons to Ukraine. Af-
ter pushing Kyiv to the meeting without the cea-
sefire as a precondition, Mr. Trump had said on
the eve of the Istanbul meet that it would not
yield anything until he met directly with Russian
President Vladimir Putin. True to his mercurial
nature, he went on to say that the conditions of a
peace deal — which he has been pushing as a
means for the U.S. to exit the conflict — could on-
ly be negotiated between Russia and Ukraine,
with possible help from the Pope.

Amid this diplomatic uncertainty from Wash-
ington, the Russians have shown no inclination to
back down from their maximalist demands on re-
jecting security guarantees for Ukraine in the
event of a truce, and for its demilitarisation. This
week, Russia continued to launch a barrage of at-
tacks. Kyiv did manage to rally its European allies
to support it militarily while imposing fresh sanc-
tions on Russia. But the Ukrainian regime’s pre-
carity in its eastern regions is evident with Russia
continuing to hold on to significant territory and
gaining ground in fresh incursions from the east.
With Mr. Trump showing scant regard towards
taking a consistent position, and seemingly stak-
ing out a line that is different from that of the Eu-
ropeans, Kyiv might be left with a Hobson’s
choice — accommodate some of Russia’s territo-
rial demands to begin the process of peace or en-
dure the attritional war with limited support. Mr.
Putin might have seized the upper hand in the ge-
opolitical dynamics of the war, but its effects have
been devastating for Moscow as well. Reason sug-
gests that peace would yield greater dividends
than continuing an illegal invasion and this
should allow for a fresh impetus for talks leading
to a ceasefire. The ball is in the Kremlin’s court.

No ceasefire: On the Russia-Ukraine war

HI$ JEUTAA el TH-Tahel Jo T

e Ukrainian and Russian officials met in Istanbul, Tlrkiye last week
— their first direct meeting since March 2022, the year of Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

et IR T & HRAFNT o Roe) Teate Tt & seaiager 3 Ferehia A1
— g 3eTeh! Tgell Tell doeh AT AT 2022 & §1¢, 519 T & Yehol T gHell
feram e

e The only outcome of the meeting was an agreement to swap 1,000
prisoners of war each.

S T ThATH cioll Jg AT foh aleit &Rl o Wedsh 1,000 Jeuafear
3EAT-Feel IR Hg AT SIS

e The Ukrainian side complained that Russia had made “new and
unacceptable demands”.

Iohel! T8 o T it o &8 oF 18 3iiv st A @ §

e Russia’s stance seems to be influenced by the uncertain support
from Ukraine’s key ally, the U.S.

&8 T [EAf W bt & 9o7@ FgA1en AR @ Ao @ srfafRaa
S 1 IR @S S gl

e Ahead of the meeting, Kyiv, weakened by losses in the east and the
failed Kursk offensive, sought a 30-day ceasefire, which the U.S.
also supported.

ol et 3 efeheiTeT 3R Fh JATHACT T FABEAT F FHAN g3T A1,
3o & Tger 30 foeT w1 Jeufam wrgar ur, foe AR o off gade
e

e The U.S., however, appeared less enthusiastic about continuing to
support Ukraine with arms.

gleliteh AR Lehot 1 TATRT T FHYT S T AT FH IcATfed Aoid 31T

e During Donald Trump’s second term, European allies asked Moscow to agree to the
ceasefire or face more sanctions and weapons transfer to Ukraine.

SATes T9 & GEY FIAFT o SN, U HeA At o Aieah! § Jeufawrs o wgAfd sidw ar
rfere wfaerer 3T gt T §TAAR FEATAIOT T WIHAT YA T AATIAT AT

Address
Email Id

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagel 3



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e Trump stated before the Istanbul meeting that nothing would be achieved until he met
Russian President Vladimir Putin personally.

FEATGS 4% U Ugel ST o el foh od deh & Fad THY wegufer sanfeait gfeer & w767 e, a9 a=
1S TROME oAgT fAsholam|
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e He later said that any peace deal could only be negotiated between Russia and Ukraine,
with possible help from the Pope.

aTG 3 3egier T o el ot enifey Fwsla W ool ¥ 3R et & T & T & ThaT &,
S g 1 Ace Y & Fhdl &

e |In the absence of clear direction from Washington, Russia has refused to drop its
maximalist demands, including no security guarantees for Ukraine and its demilitarisation.

aTRITES ¥ FUSC TG o ot & HRUT ®F o 391 IferFerst AN, 1A o oot 1 FI&T MRS 78t
& 3R 3HeRT AT, DS § FoTehR Y feram &l

e This week, Russia continued to launch a barrage of attacks.
3 TCATE T of T9MAR gHaT ol ST I@T|

e Kyiv managed to rally European support for fresh military aid and sanctions on Russia.

1T = UM FALT Y ST §UFH T AT Ao Fgan 3R wfeisies oo Fare|

e Despite this, Russia still holds significant territory and is advancing through new incursions
from the east.

S JTAoIE & AFCAYUT $ATHI T Hlferof ¢ 3N I @ 7T w0 F AT T 96 @I 8

e With Trump’s inconsistent position, different from European allies, Kyiv faces a Hobson’s
choice — either concede some territory to start peace or face a prolonged war with limited
support.

<u <1 ITET A, S JUdT FeA Rt & e §, & Toid dhia & 9rd veh Herqdr dr fPufa g — ar
ol F& 81T SIS AT TThaT Y& Y AT HAT FHdeT & AT e Ik el |

e Though Putin appears to have the upper hand, the war has also been devastating for
Moscow.

gTelifer gfeeT 1 agd Ao o W@ &, AftheT g Jeur At & forw off Rysmererl w1 8

e Rationally, peace offers more benefits than continuing the illegal invasion, and this should
lead to a renewed effort for a ceasefire.

% & JTUR T @ ST dr anifer & 37er rsraror 1 Jorelr 3 317 oot ffera § 3 saa
TEUTRET ¥ T 7§ Ffer g ARl
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e Now, the responsibility lies with the Kremlin.

e TFACRY FAfaeT T E
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Use international law to take on Pakistan-backed terror

|GS Paper II: International Relations |

peration Sindoor has powerfully
0 demonstrated India’s intent to use kinetic

measures to tackle terrorism emanating
from Pakistan. In addition to executing “hot
pursuits”, India possesses other potent
non-kinetic strategies, going beyond regular
diplomacy, to ensure that Pakistan is held
accountable for its continued support of
terrorism directed against India. An impactful
approach that India has not effectively employed
so far is the strategy of “lawfare”, or leveraging
international law to confront adversaries to
accomplish strategic and diplomatic objectives.

Leverage terrorism conventions

A key element of a lawfare strategy against
Pakistan should be to deploy international law to
highlight Pakistan’s sponsorship of cross-border
terrorism. This is especially important as India
has led the process of adopting a Comprehensive
Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT) at
the global level. India and Pakistan are parties to
numerous terrorism conventions at the regional
and international levels. The primary regional
treaty is the SAARC Regional Convention on
Suppression of Terrorism, while key international
treaties include the International Convention for
the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism
(ICSFT) and the International Convention for the
Suppression of Terrorist Bombings (Terrorist
Bombing Convention).

These conventions obligate that states not only
criminalise acts of terrorism under their domestic
laws and prosecute the perpetrators but also
refrain from financing such activities. For
instance, Article 2(1) of the ICSFT explicitly
classifies terror financing as a crime. Similarly,
Article 6 of the Additional Protocol to the SAARC
terrorism convention requires states to take
measures to prevent, suppress, and eradicate the
financing of terrorism.

Pakistan has a long history of sponsoring,
abetting, and funding terrorism against India.

Prabhash Ranjan

is Professor and

Vice Dean (Research),
Jindal Global Law
School, O.P. Jindal
Global University

A clear and
compelling
narrative that
uses
international
law and
indisputable
facts will help
India in its fight
against
cross-border
terrorism

Following the terror attacks in Mumbai in 2008,
India meticulously gathered evidence to
demonstrate Pakistan’s active involvement in
those attacks, which Islamabad later
acknowledged, albeit reluctantly. India needs to
consistently publicise proof of Pakistan’s role,
which includes the Pahalgam terror attack on
April 22.

Further, India should utilise all international
forums to build a solid legal case against Pakistan
for its violations of international law regarding
terrorism suppression. India’s move to have
all-party parliamentary delegations travelling
abroad to present India’s case on Operation
Sindoor is an ideal opportunity to do this. India
should identify specific provisions in terrorism
conventions, along with various United Nations
Security Council Resolutions that sanction
terrorism, and customary international law that
Pakistan is violating, and highlight these publicly.

Rather than mere diplomatic hyperbole, a
clear and compelling narrative entrenched in
international law, grounded in indisputable facts
and supported by irrefutable evidence will
significantly benefit New Delhi’s fight against
cross-border terrorism.

Use the IC]
A critical aspect of many terrorism conventions is
that they grant jurisdiction to the International
Court of Justice (IC]) to enforce the treaties. For
example, Articles 20(1) and 24(1) of the Terrorist
Bombing Convention and the ICSFT, respectively,
empower a country to refer disputes to the ICJ.
These provisions, known as compromissory
clauses, help circumvent jurisdictional obstacles
in international law, which is based on consent.
Thus, countries that are signatories to these
treaties are bound by IC] jurisdiction unless they
make specific reservations. Ukraine, for instance,
invoked such a clause when it sued Russia before
the IC] for violating the ICSFT.

Given that Pakistan has been sponsoring and

abetting terrorism against India and has not taken
any action against terror groups operating from
its territory, New Delhi has a compelling case
against Islamabad under these terrorism
conventions, which it can present to the IC] — just
as it did in the Kulbhushan Jadhav case.

Hurdles to overcome

However, there are two significant hurdles. First,
Pakistan has not accepted the ICJ’s jurisdiction
under the ICSFT due to a reservation, which
could hinder efforts to hold Pakistan accountable.
Nevertheless, India can still file a case with the IC]
to draw global attention to the issue. India should
put the ball in the ICJ's court to address Pakistan’s
jurisdictional argument.

Second, and perplexingly, India has adopted a
reservation about the ICJ'’s jurisdiction under the
Terrorist Bombing Convention, while Pakistan
has accepted the ICJ's jurisdiction for this
convention. This obstacle can be overcome if
India withdraws its reservation, allowing it to
initiate proceedings against Pakistan at the ICJ for
terrorism. The ICJ] may likely interpret the
provisions of the ICSFT and the Terrorist
Bombing Convention narrowly, similar to its
approach in the Ukraine vs Russia case decided
last year. Therefore, India should have fool-proof
evidence and devise its legal strategy accordingly.
The dissenting opinion of judges such as Hilary
Charlesworth in Ukraine vs Russia can come in
handy for India. In any case, India should not be
overly concerned about the outcome of the legal
dispute. Instead, it should utilise the legal
proceedings to assiduously promote a global
narrative against Pakistan-sponsored terrorism,
aligning it with its national objectives.

In sum, international law and courtrooms can
also be used to combat terrorism. To accomplish
this, India must build state capacity and
mainstream international law in statecraft.

The views expressed are personal

Use international law to take on Pakistan-backed terror

uifearsr ¥Afda srdearg @ fAges & faw saisdT FegT

3UANT FI

A clear and compelling narrative that uses international law and
indisputable facts will help India in its fight against cross-border

terrorism.

AU FTefeT 3T F@SHAT TLAT FT ITANT FT qTell TF FIs€ 3R
YHTGRITe FETeT R FI AT IR ATdHATG § d5A H AGE Pl

e Operation Sindoor has powerfully demonstrated India’s intent to use kinetic measures
to tackle terrorism emanating from Pakistan.

3itaerer figy & arferedel & 3cdest 3Mdendie ¥ et & fT aerser 39t & 39y &
ST <hT FRIT &l FHTGATEN o7 § T et fohar B
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e In addition to executing “hot pursuits”, India possesses other potent non-kinetic
strategies to hold Pakistan accountable for its support of terrorism against India.

"§IE IFIE” I HATH &l & AT, AR & 91 IR-TawAer Wi=ifaar ¢ § S afreart
I TR o WA JTdeharg & THI & folv [SFAgR g1 Thd &

o A powerful but underutilised approach is the strategy of “lawfare”, which means using
international law to achieve strategic and diplomatic objectives.

Teh FHTIATS Slfehed e ITAET I a1 0T § " AdaT, forgent 313 & oEifae 3k
FeAfad d&dT Hl IIod HA & [T HARTSET Flefet 1 39T

Pa la
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Leverage terrorism conventions
HTAHarg ATAFT HT ATH 3STAT

o Akey part of the lawfare strategy should be to deploy international law to expose
Pakistan’s sponsorship of cross-border terrorism.

ATHAT OIS T U FAgca Ul feEdT glelT A1eT foh eI FIsfe & ATEIH F ATfeheciiet
$1 AT IR 3TdFaIg T TSR ) 3R fHaT ST

e India has led the process to adopt a Comprehensive Convention on International
Terrorism (CCIT) at the global level.

R oF 3fRaP TR TR RIS ATAHATEG I SqT9SH FFAWT (CCIT) Fhl 3ATer T Ifehar
I Aicjed T &1

¢ India and Pakistan are both parties to various regional and international terrorism
conventions.

R 3R aIfhedT= il %3 8T 3R AR dware Gt & gaTaR £
e The main regional treaty is the SAARC Regional Convention on Suppression of
Terrorism.

AE ey Gt ¢ gfevor vl el weaer o (a) @Y smawag gae WA |fey|

o Key international treaties include the International Convention for the Suppression
of the Financing of Terrorism (ICSFT) and the Terrorist Bombing Convention.

FAgcaquT AeRTSErT Wit 7 enfier § srderarg & Radivwor & g & forw sradsdr
FFRAA (ICSFT) 3R AT THAIRY GFAT |

o These conventions require states to criminalise terrorism, prosecute offenders, and
stop terror financing.

soT TIOAT & dgd 2T & ITdare & ORI YT FIT, Ir9ATRAY 1 FFRA ST FIT,
3R 3ararg FY T Tgrdr &A1 98 FIAT TTF ¢
e Article 2(1) of ICSFT defines terror financing as a crime.

ICSFT & 3efede 2(1) & 8N, HaFarg & fore fadir agrarar 1 3ravrer #relm ar g
e Article 6 of the SAARC Protocol mandates states to prevent, suppress, and
eradicate terror financing.
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TS MR F HTeBG 6 F 2T T ATcihare F RATIIOT FY Ahat, GHA F1, R FaATST
I T fder ieam g |

o Pakistan has a long record of sponsoring, abetting, and funding terrorism against
India.

qTfehEdTeT T 7R & [Tk HTdhdlg H IRATST A, 3HaAm, 31T AT wgraar g &
e Reis T &

o After the 2008 Mumbai attacks, India collected strong evidence proving Pakistan’s
involvement, which Islamabad reluctantly accepted later.

2008 FHE g & d1G AR o it hr Ffrcadr & o1 Fd eIV, oot SEaTATaTG
o 91 & IfA<er & TFR fFam)

¢ India must continuously publicise Pakistan’s involvement, including in the Pahalgam
attack on April 22.

HRT Y 22 3 Y TE9H g A TTfhEdTe ST FfercddT ol oTedK 35T9K hid
I AU

e India should use all international platforms to build a strong legal case against
Pakistan’s violations of international law on terrorism.

HRA T T IARTSET FHAY T IYFNT Y ITREATA o GaRT ATdharg et AR

FIeTe & Seoitlel T Ueh HOTql Hlefell AT IR STl AT |

e Sending all-party parliamentary delegations abroad for presenting India’s side on
Operation Sindoor is a great opportunity for this.

3itaereT figy I 9 1 98T 1@ & foiv adeer gad sfafaftersat 1 R s
g 1Y & [T Ueh 398 TT L

e India should identify specific provisions in terrorism conventions, UN Security
Council Resolutions, and customary international law that Pakistan is violating.

HRA T Ig UgHTeTll TRV Toh HTcishare Wit & fafdrse gyraerer, w3y s guam aikwe
& TFaTE, 3R TATTT AT FIefe H Fiod-HioT & TEH TTeheclel GaRT 3eerae T o7
WwE

e These should be highlighted publicly to increase international pressure.

ZeTeh! WIdSTToIeh T ¥ IANR fHAT STAT ART Arfeh JaRTSET gara s |

Pa la
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Use the ICJ
HAATSET AT (ICJ) T ITFRT FY

o A critical aspect of many terrorism conventions is that they grant jurisdiction to the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) to enforce the treaties.

Fs HTdehdre HILT T Teh AgcaqoT Tge] T8 & fF I AW ey (ICJ) 1 AfAFR
&8 Vel T § dTfes HTRAT &l o fovar 51w |

e For example, Articles 20(1) and 24(1) of the Terrorist Bombing Convention and the
ICSFT, respectively, empower a country to refer disputes to the I1CJ.

Page18

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

CONTACT: 9971932488 1
3CTEXUT & ToIT, et aoar |8 3R ICSFT T 3reedg 20(1) 3R 24(1) HaAer: frdr ger

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

ol faaTal &1 ICJ H o ST & Quferdt &l &

These provisions, known as compromissory clauses, help circumvent jurisdictional
obstacles in international law, which is based on consent.

o1 WTaITeAl Sl HAFIAT TS gl ST &, ST HAWTSEIT Flofed H HTAFR & Y aren3it 1
IR el H HEG d 6, oIl TgHATd I TR 8l g |

Countries that are signatories to these treaties are bound by ICJ jurisdiction unless they
make specific reservations.

S 2T 3o AT W EEARR FLA 8, 9 ICI & ATFR 8T h AT gl g, STa odah b o
eIy 3mmvaTor 7 3|

Ukraine, for instance, invoked such a clause when it sued Russia before the ICJ for
violating the ICSFT.

3CTET & [T, Fghe 1 THT WS of19] FohaT STl 38 TH & [WATH ICSFT & Secleled &l oo
ICJ # Hehe AT IR R
Given that Pakistan has been sponsoring and abetting terrorism against India and

has taken no action against terror groups operating from its territory, India has a
compelling case under these conventions.

Tfer et 5T & & sawame Ft yrfore 3R ggrmar &ar @1 & 3R 36 el
A Q@ FaTferd e Tegh & TRh HI$ HRaTg 61 6 8, SATAT R & I o GiUdn
& g Ueh ASTqd AT & |

India can present this case before the ICJ, similar to the approach it took in the
Kulbhushan Jadhav case.

R 38 HTH ST ICJ o THET TG bl &, S 3 Fels 0T SITerd AAS H fovam 2|

Hurdles to Overcome
HATET T3 STEY

First, Pakistan has not accepted ICJ jurisdiction under the ICSFT due to a reservation,
which can hinder India’s efforts.

Ygoll ST I8 & o TIfhEdier o ICSFT & dgd ICJ & 37 839 Sl 3TRETOT & HRUT
TR A& T §, Fad TR & 9ITat 3 Srem 37 vt B

Nevertheless, India can still file a case at the ICJ to draw global attention to Pakistan's
role in terrorism.

g d1d9]g, AR dfRas AT ITH T Ha & T 1CI 3 ATHE R 1 Hevell B

India should put the ball in the ICJ’s court to respond to Pakistan’s jurisdictional
objection.

8T T ICJ & WHET ATHET GEIT el TR cATfeh UTiehcllel & HTRR &7 & cleh T 3
[CRIE IR CY
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e Second, and more perplexingly, India itself has adopted a reservation under the
Terrorist Bombing Convention, while Pakistan has accepted ICJ jurisdiction under
this convention.

GElr 3R 31TRreh Sifeer a1 g & foh 9 & e, ATy TR I & Tl HIETOT 37T
@ §, FTafh qIfhEdieT o 3T I & 3791 ICJ &7 3R &7 TR Far &

e This can be resolved if India withdraws its reservation, thereby enabling it to initiate
legal proceedings against Pakistan.

IJg GHEIT &1 &) Gohal! § I IR 31911 IRETOT 999 o, [or g ag nfeEa & [eme
FTeeAT HIAATEN Y& T Teh |

e The ICJ may interpret the provisions of the ICSFT and Terrorist Bombing Convention
narrowly, as it did in the Ukraine vs Russia case last year.

ICJ HAd: ICSFT 3R 3T sHa TS & yraer=it Hr AT esaredqnr a3 ghar g, sar
T 30 oo a¥ TaheT ST TF ATHC # T

e Therefore, India must prepare fool-proof evidence and formulate its legal strategy
carefully.

SHTOIT A T 3HTET THTT AR il ATRT I YT FHIefait I0TAMer Hraeeigden
AT TR

e The dissenting opinion of judges such as Hilary Charlesworth in the Ukraine case
may be useful for India.

o) Trediad S =ararehert i faReh T 9T & forw 3Tl g @Y 1

¢ India should not be overly concerned about the outcome of the case, but should use the
legal process to build a global narrative against Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.

HIRC T ATH & TROMH T AR 31T RTAT 78T gl TR, afcsh 38 Fiefet fsmar wr
39T QIfFEA-IRAod ATaFHAIE & (&l df2aeh sRfed dadlel H el A1eT|

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

Conclusion

ICica ]

e International law and judicial forums can be powerful tools to combat terrorism.
HAWTSERT Fofet 3R F A AT 3HTcThdle ¥ oISt & THTGRITE AL &1 Heel ¢ |

e To do this, India must strengthen its state capacity and incorporate international law
into its governance and strategic framework.

VT e & ToIT ST T 3790 TS &THET HTed el 2191 3R HARISERT FTefet 1 3191
AT 31X AT BT # ATTAe L= gram|
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|GS Paper II: State Legislature |

Misplaced urgency
The Madras High Court has in effect
undermined a Supreme Court ruling

y staying the operation of Tamil Nadu’s
B multiple amended Acts — to the extent

that they empower the government to
appoint Vice-Chancellors (V-Cs) of 18 State un-
iversities — the Madras High Court has effectively
halted the momentum that followed last month’s
landmark Supreme Court verdict, which granted
deemed assent to 10 Bills on which the Tamil Na-
du Governor had inordinately delayed action.
The interim order, delivered by Justices G.R.
Swaminathan and V. Lakshminarayanan, effec-
tively restores to the Governor-Chancellor, the
powers of appointing V-Cs, which those very Bills
had sought to divest. The result is a continuing
stalemate: nearly a dozen universities remain
headless, with appointments frozen until further
judicial intervention. The Vacation Bench, acting
on a petition by a lawyer, held that interim relief
was justified because the impugned Acts “fall foul
of the law” laid down by the Supreme Court in
prior rulings on V-C appointments. These include
Professor (Dr.) Sregjith P.S. vs Dr. Rajasree M.S.
(APJ] Abdul Kalam Technological University) and
Gambhirdan K. Gadhvi vs The State Of Gujarat
(Sardar Patel University). In both cases, the ap-
pointment of V-Cs was quashed for violating Reg-
ulation 7.3 of the University Grants Commission
(UGC) Regulations, 2018, which govern the com-
position of search committees and procedures
for V-C appointments. The High Court rejected
the State’s argument that it had adopted the UGC
Regulations in 2021 with a caveat excluding Regu-
lation 7.3. The judges held that stripping the
Chancellor of appointment powers was plainly
unconstitutional — “... is so glaring and obvious
that we cannot shut our eyes,” they wrote.

What is equally glaring, however, is the mis-
placed urgency with which the Bench moved to
deprive the amended Acts of legal effect. The
High Court overlooked the Higher Education De-
partment counsel’s submission that the State had
mentioned before the Supreme Court seeking ur-
gent listing of a petition to transfer the instant
case to itself; and that the Supreme Court had in-
dicated that the High Court may be apprised of
this fact. Judicial propriety would suggest that a
lower court must exercise restraint in such cases.
Moreover, the interim order was passed without
affording the State adequate time to file its coun-
ter affidavit. In any case, while the current im-
passe on V-C appointments in Tamil Nadu per-
sists, given the conflicting case precedents —
Kalyani Mathivanan and Jagdish Prasad Sharma
among them — the Supreme Court, should it hear
the case, must settle, once and for all, the critical
question: can UGC Regulations issued by a subor-
dinate authority override State legislation enact-
ed under constitutional authority?

Misplaced urgency: On the Madras High
Court interim order

T FAY G FY 3§ dlchlTardhdl. AGHH 3T
AT & AR 3SU 9T

The Madras High Court has, in effect, undermined
a Supreme Court ruling by staying the operation of
Tamil Nadu’s amended Acts that empowered the
government to appoint Vice-Chancellors (V-Cs) of
18 State universities.

HEI 390 T o dfferg & genfad sfafagst

& AT W N T, St 18 T faeafagaraat &

Ferafardl i fAgfFa #1 AfUFR TWHR F 3d 9, adq
# A FIE F v FHa F FAAR F 2§

e This stay has effectively halted the momentum following last
month’s landmark Supreme Court verdict, which granted deemed
assent to 10 Bills delayed by the Governor.

S8 Ueh & Teld TSl AT 3T Ageaqur e F1E el & a1g Tl
Al & 18, SEe ToadTer ean faeifad 10 fdast @ wdiga AT
T T

e The interim order, passed by Justices G.R. Swaminathan and V.

Lakshminarayanan, restores to the Governor-Chancellor the
powers to appoint V-Cs, which the Bills had tried to remove.

T St 3R, T 3R . FEAREee ganT aiRd AaRA
3T A ToAIT-FaTiarafa &1 Fordfer Trgere e I arad # afFa
&1 a1s, o RAdTept & FIRT geram = |

e As aresult, nearly a dozen universities remain without Vice-
Chancellors, with appointments frozen until further judicial action.

SHeRT TRUTTH IE ¢ foh Fa U ool TaRafacaTeral # 3 e
Forafardl 1 FAgiFaar ¥ g5 § 3R 3rerel =i hriarer de Tl
el

e The Vacation Bench held that interim relief was warranted

because the challenged Acts “fall foul of the law” set by the Supreme Court in previous
rulings on V-C appointments.
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a1 NS o AT o HARA Tedd 3R § i ot st A galdr frag g a
GNH HIE & Tgel o Ferdfer AGFFa AT 7 AR Flefet FT Ieereet hic & |
e These include rulings in the APJ Abdul Kalam Technological University and Sardar

Patel University cases, where V-C appointments were quashed for violating
Regulation 7.3 of the UGC Regulations, 2018.

SoTH TdiSt Ireqel FHoT SFATaTToFer Jraaraet 3T FIER geoT Il & A anfdre
¢, STei g faferae 7.3 (2018) & Seoiae W FHorafa gfaaar g v & a1$ o

o The High Court rejected the State’s argument that it had adopted the UGC Regulations
in 2021 but excluded Regulation 7.3.

3T ST o AT & 38 oo o Wikl Y f&ar f 38+ 2021 # Fahe afast a1
THR fFar a1 afFsT s 7.3 # oz = o

e The judges observed that removing the Chancellor’s appointment powers was
“plainly unconstitutional” and too obvious to ignore.

=TTl & A7 o Fenferafa f fAgfFa 1 afeFa Fi geem wove 79 @ waurfas §
3 ST Tove § o 38 311edT A18T TR ST GehdT|

e What is equally striking is the urgency with which the Bench acted, depriving the
amended Acts of legal effect.

3daT &Y Sed@a J1d I8 ¢ foh N1 &[5 arcifasar & & forar, 399 gafea
sfafagat s Frep wama F afea e fear

e The High Court ignored the fact that the State had informed the Supreme Court and
sought urgent transfer of this matter to the apex court.

3T SR o UE ALY ASRIAETS F 2T o T of goler A€ &t giRa fovar ar i sw
ATH 1 e e FIE F TR et a1 3eqrer famar o)

o Judicial propriety demands that a lower court should exercise restraint in such
matters.

s FYTeT shgdr & o Ut aRFeufat & el sreTera ot @ae sta=n TR

e Moreover, the order was passed without giving the State adequate time to submit its
counter affidavit.

g% 3TcITaT, TG T2 AT HT HYAT STdTe) FTHTHT ST FI & foT gIied g7 few
e oiRa &1 T aram)

¢ Although the impasse on V-C appointments in Tamil Nadu persists, the Supreme Court
must settle the key legal issue:

gTellfoh AfATATS H Fordfa memgm%ﬂﬁm{@ﬁﬁéﬁww
FIeTell TR GAHTAT B1aTT:

e Can UGC Regulations, issued by a subordinate authority, override State legislation
enacted under constitutional authority?

a1 gt & sreferey mitaRor ganT S ffaas afaure & dgd aiRa s FegT &t
forsgsmaY = Thd 87
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Is establishing the truth a problem during a conflict?

PARLEY |

arallel to the recent escalation of

military tensions between India and

Pakistan, misinformation and

disinformation surged online, making
it increasingly difficult for the public to
distinguish fact from fiction. Many media outlets
published sensational stories riddled with
unverified claims, and disseminated fake
pictures and videos. Jingoism often drove the
public response. Is establishing the truth a
problem during a conflict? Nirupama
Subramanian and Pr: inha discuss the
question in a conversation moderated by
Mandira Moddie. Edited excerpts:

.\mthereanyrulcsformpnmngdunng
times of military conflict? How do we
balance national security implications
versus the public’s right to know?

Nirupama Subramanian: Indian media houses
have not framed rules for coverage of conflicts.
This is particularly sad given that independent
India has had so many military conflicts with
Pakistan and China. We have also had internal
conflicts — Maoist insurgencies, secessionist
movements, and the militancy in Kashmir,
which has elements of war because of the
cross-border nature of the violence.

The only rules we have are the basic rules for
Jjournalism - your responsibility is to inform the
public with accuracy, verify your information
from the government and the adversary, and
collect information from multiple sources. These
are all ways to get as close to the truth as
possible. In other words, this is what is meant by
being objective. Many people understand
objective to be the same as neutral. You can take
sides and still be objective, right? And these are
all pathways to that. Then, of course, the
commitment to your viewers and readers that
you don't spread misinformation - at least not
knowingly. You have to know the difference
between propaganda and real (information).
During a conflict, there is an element of national
security = you're not supposed to give out troop
movement.

But during conflicts, especially in those that
involve your own country versus another, these
rules are the first casualty. In India, we have
seen this loss of objectivity even when the
government battles sections of its own citizens -
in Kashmir or in the north-east or in the Maoist
insurgency-hit States. Journalists become
instruments through which the government
wants to keep the national morale up. And they
Jjust drop their commitment of informing the
public. Loyalty to the nation is demanded by the
government. The danger is that this can also

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri speaks during a special briefing on ‘Operation
Sindoor, in New Delhi. P11

become loyalty to those in power.

Pratik, how did Operation Sindoor play out
on social media?

Pratik Sinha: What I have seen over the last few
years is that while there may be some amounts
of misinformation happening unknowingly,
most of it is fairly sirategised across multiple
layers. The communication strategy also
depends on who needs to set the narrative. On
day one (of Operation Sindoor), when the strikes
happened, there were videos from Pakistan,
«even before we all woke up, of people being
injured and of broken buildings. Compare this to
2019 when the Balakot strikes happened. Snme
(in India) claimed then that (a former Pal
diplomat had stated that) 300 terrorists I
been killed in the strikes (but his comments
were misreported). Not one image of an injured
or dead person was spread then. But this time, it
‘was Pakistan which got into the race of
narrative-building first, because it was Pakistan
which felt the need to set a narrative.

On day two, things started to change. In India,
when propaganda happens, it is not just on
social media; many mainstream media channels
said that we have attacked Karachi port or
reached Islamabad. Then social media began
amplifying that by saying we have gone far
inside Karachi. By day three, there was just a

When someone says Karachi port has been
artacked, no one in Karachi is watching this
because Indian channels are blocked there; itis
Indian viewers who are reacting to this. Almost
all war propaganda is directed at a country’s
own citizens.

We saw a lot of dramatic representations of
war from the TV studios. What are the

What I have seen over the last few years is
that while there may be some amounts off
misinformation happening unknowingly,
most of it is fairly strategised across multiple
layers.
PRATIK SINHA

pressures for journalists these days?

INS: Actually, this chauld be the best time for
journalists, for journalism. But unfortunately
this is also the worst time for journalism. There
was some really cringe stuff we got to see on TV.
Channels have discovered that demonising Islam
and Muslims garners good TRPs. So a military
conflict with Pakistan is like a halwa for them.

Idon’t think TV channels are able to present
the horrors of war as such. For instance, | would
have liked to know what actually happens in a
nuclear conflict. Nuclear weapons are discussed
like firecrackers. People do not understand that
these are weapons of mass destruction. I don't
think I'saw anything on TV that could explain to
me what the nuclear threshold is, what
escalation means, what deterrence means, or
what may happen if there is a nuclear
conflagration. There was no discussion on the
cost of war either. They were presenting this
contlict as some kind of entertainment in the
skies and people seemed happy to watch this
because they felt that it didn't affect them

The other pressure is external. The
government demands loyalty by using punitive
measures filing cases, shutting down
news organisations, hlmkm;: man news

isati andt

media with a loss of advertisement revenue.
Journalists are getting the message that they
should not try to find out what is happening on
the other side. But what is happening with your

kinds of situations, journalists must suspend
their questioning of the government because all
that matters is that you boost the war effort.
Even citizens don’t want journalists to question
the government, and governments are only
going to give out information that is favourable
to them. Governments will justify this as
something to do with troop morale. I can
imagine that for a soldier hearing about losses
‘when he is in the middle of a war can be really
crushing. But why is the government not
providing information about losses even now?
We still don’t know the full extent of what we
lost when China made incursions into Indian
territory in 2020. Because if this i

«questions will be asked of the government, the
government will be made accountable, and that
may impact on the politics of the country. This
is why they want to control the information.

During Operation Sindoor, X announced that
it had received orders from the Union
government to block some 8,000 accounts in
India, i ing those of news

and prominent X users. How can the public
hope to understand any issue when differing
viewpoints are suppressed?

PS: The simple answer is that we cannot and the
reason for blocking is that we should only get a
selective view. Thi been in the making for a
very long time. It's just that during this conflict,
‘we saw an extreme version of it. For example,
Hindutva Watch, which does critical work in
documenting hate crimes and hate speech, has
been hlncked in India for the Inngest time.

Under the garb of nationalism, anyone
critical is being termed anti-national.

The Indian media is in a time of cs
talking about the entire ecosystem, which
includes social media, YouTube, and all other
platforms. The way our Foreign Secretary got
trolled depicts what we have become as a
s(lclﬂy And on top of that, there is no access (o

adversary is important to . What are
the people in Pakistan thinking? I am learning
that there will be consequences if you keep
contacts with people there.

The other thing is the power differen
military conflict. With China, we saw during
both the Doklam nd in Ladakh in 2020
that the the media was very restrained, very well
behaved. With Pakistan, it's open season
because of that power differential.

The normative role of media is to ask
questions to power. But even asking
questions is seen as a problem sometimes.
Doesn’t the public have the right to know?

NNS: I think there is an expectation that in these

d information.

NS: To imagine that by blocking people an X you
block out news completely is absurd. Yes, you
may block out some actors, but the fact that
India suffered some losses was in every
respectable news report across the world. There
‘was no way that the government could control
all that. There is a limit to which it can control
the narrative; it can’t control it entirely.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
wyw.thehindu.com

Is establishing the truth a problem during a conflict?

7 R Y & SR e TR HIAT Uh FAEAT 82

During the recent escalation in military tensions between India and Pakistan, a
surge of misinformation and disinformation flooded the internet, making it
increasingly difficult for the public to distinguish between fact and fiction.

gTer & 9 3R wfFEa & & A aaT g6 & e, Setae I e 3 aHs

SATAHRY FT AT AT 15, FFw/d Seran & faw weard 3R 375 # ©F Fn ARw 81 71wl F3
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Numerous media outlets published sensational stories filled with unverified claims,
including fake photos and videos. In such emotionally charged environments,
jingoism often shaped public reactions, raising serious concerns about the credibility
of information during conflicts.

T HTGATcHS HTGIel H, TERTSEATE, 3TFER STeT ITishaAT3iT I FHTTAT Tl 5, orad da¥ &
aRTe AR Y fFeaaeiar o 7R Fare 354 &

Rules for Reporting in Conflict Situations

way dr feufa 7 Raféer & s

Nirupama Subramanian points out that Indian media houses have not developed any
specific guidelines for reporting during military conflicts, despite the fact that
independent India has faced multiple wars with Pakistan and China and also
experienced long-standing internal conflicts such as Maoist insurgencies,
secessionist movements, and militancy in Kashmir. Instead, the only guiding
principles remain the basic rules of journalism — ensuring accuracy, verifying
information from multiple sources, including both the government and the
adversary, and avoiding misinformation. According to her, this approach allows
journalists to stay as close to the truth as possible.

TATHAT IHAUIH T AT & Toh s A fEAr Teumet 7 A gt & e Raiféar &
T 15 fafdrse feenfader =8 5w §, Safe Faas 9RT o aifhedre 3 i & arr w3
gedit AR FFael fagle, sreremaard) sreler, 3R FeAR & 37rarg S AraRs wesf &
3o7e7a T § | e ST, shalel TAHTRGT & fAATa) fAg#T 1 ATELs Al STen § —
S FEF SAAHRY T, AR AR e 2kt @ STrersprly i give Ta, 3iR e Sy
A FEAT| 3eTeh ITHR, TET RN TIhRT T T F HAG o ST 8 |

She clarifies that being objective does not mean being neutral. A journalist can take
sides, but must remain committed to truth and facts. However, during a conflict,
especially when it involves the Indian state versus its own citizens — such as in
Kashmir, the northeast, or Maoist areas — these standards are often the first to be
discarded. Media then becomes a vehicle to boost national morale, and the
commitment to informing the public truthfully is abandoned in favour of government
narratives. This tendency can blur the line between loyalty to the nation and loyalty
to those in power.

I8 TUSE AT ¢ T FASHATAT ST Fold AT dT 18T & | Teh TIHR 9T o Heohll &, olfhet 39
T 3R aeat & wfa ufdegy Ear aifew) graifes gav & gRieT, Trdes STa ATHeT AR
T 3R 39 AT & e g7 — S8 FAR, Q@R I dFwa wenfaa &9, 79 I Ales
TEH Ug < & | HSAT A ol ASERT AAT ol TGTot b1 T e AT &, IR STetalr 1
T 4§ AT FIA Y Gfacerar o GIHHY TfCHIOT o g7 H T fer Siidm g1 I8
STgfer s & wfer forseT 3w 3 & ot & wy frsaT 35 ey 3 Y@ Y ejerer ¢ Al B
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Propaganda and Narrative-building on Social Media

arerer HAfEAT W y=R 3R Faew A#AOr

e Pratik Sinha explains that most misinformation is no longer accidental — it is
strategically planned across multiple layers, depending on who needs to control the
narrative. During Operation Sindoor, as early as day one, videos from Pakistan
emerged showing injured people and damaged buildings. This stood in stark contrast
to the 2019 Balakot airstrikes, when no visual evidence of the damage was shared
despite loud claims from India.

o Sl gt 9Tl § 7o 319 31TRIohe} e SITshRY HA1Taer e 81l — Ig Fhadad & §
3R F§ FTRI W Heg S 8, 39 W IR FaT § 7 Fuers 1 Aafa &= @ aw=d
forat &1 3iTavers RIQY & ugel & foet, wifthearer & dif3at wraet 3nme foae arrer oo 31K
¢ AR WS TS| Tg 2019 & ATATRIE §ATS FHA! & ool [Tl AT, ST 7R Hr 3R
93 g1 U 1T & JfersT IS T2 WHTOT A8 fe@rar I am|

e This time, Pakistan acted swiftly to shape the narrative. By the second day,
mainstream Indian news channels began reporting that Karachi port had been
attacked and Indian forces had reached Islamabad. This was followed by social
media amplification, with users claiming deep strikes into Karachi. By day three,
Indian social media and parts of the mainstream press were flooded with
misinformation.

o U IR NfFEATE o ot @ GiAThaT St HUTeTs 1 3R ST Y FhaT| gE &t e,
HRCATT FEART FHFET 77 RANE AT LT F T o HI A€ T2 gelm g317 & 3N AR
BT FEATATEIE I TET 915 ¢| $H S1G, Aerel AT R Ig 7R 3R e, foraa
STNITHATHT ¥ FHIFET A TGS A gH HT 1aT fohar| AR G deh, SRR |rerer Hifzar
3R F& FEIuRT ABAT H e SATAFHY BT q16 37 775 |

¢ Sinha notes that such war propaganda is rarely meant for the enemy nation. Instead, it
is primarily directed at the domestic audience, to generate support, nationalistic
fervour, and public morale.

o TAeer Ig off 9Td & o 0aT Jaur TR e &) el gede aer & fAv gidT §1 58 Sy, T8
AT &Y Y HYA QA A SeTdT & [T I & Arfeh Foder, Isgard) e, 3R St Al
3o fohaT ST T |

Pressures on Journalists During Wartime Reporting

el RAIféar & gRreT vaaRt W gara

e TV channels often dramatize war instead of presenting its realities. This should be the
best time for journalism, but ironically it has become the worst.

&Y defel IR Je o T ATChHT ¥ # feTTd §, STafeh 8T areaiaehd el fe@rd | 78
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TR & T TR ST GHY g1 AMME T, Afehed TAS=AT § o I8 Fad g0 HY e I
gl

o Certain media houses have discovered that demonising Islam and Muslims boosts
their TRPs, making conflict with Pakistan appear like entertainment.

o AT AeTell o1 Ig TAS TorT § 7o ST AR HHAHTA! Y TEATH FIAT SoTeh ST
P FEIdT &, ST IIfREdTeT & T FEY S AARST T ¥ @ ST

e There was no explanation on TV about what a nuclear conflict means, the concept of
deterrence, escalation, or the cost of war.

&Y ORI FAET AT AT o SRATOY JE¥r AT giew &, FBedw, v, A1 o A A
FIT I &

o People were made to feel the war didn’t affect them, making it easier to treat it as a
spectacle.

QAT T TG FEHH AT T o Y& T 3o I IS THIE 161 5T, Torqd S8 AT
aE @A 3Tt g1 a1 |

o External pressures are growing, where the government punishes media through
cases, shutdowns, online blocks, and threats to ad revenue.

qTEdY GE1T 9 T¢ B, ST6T WHR HITSAT ) JHeH, g, HieTarse sars AR fraree Toea &
TR dTel T TTHHT & STRT GaTd STeldll |

o Journalists are discouraged from reporting on the other side (like Pakistan), even
though understanding the adversary is crucial.

TADRI T GEA TP (SH8 ATehEcrer) hr RUITEaT ahtet F galcHTigd fohdT ST &, STafeh

R Fr THSTT 3MaTS B

e Even maintaining contact with people in Pakistan is seen as problematic and carries
consequences.

qTfehEcllet o ST & HYF FATC T@AT i FHEITIET AT SITeT & 3R S8 IR 7t
Ig Thd g

e In conflicts with China, like during the Doklam crisis and Ladakh 2020, media was
much more restrained compared to its aggressive tone towards Pakistan.

et & T Het S Shera Tehe R Tegr@ 2020 & R, AT a5 T farT 2,
STeIToh UTfehEciTel hl olehY 3TehT AT 31TShIh I8T|

The Media’s Normative Role and Public’s Perception

HfSar Y 3meset ofAs 3R Sear i aron

o There’s public and governmental expectation that during wars, journalists should not
guestion the government, but instead support the war effort.

LA 3T STt T Tg 31981 gich § o Yoy & §AY IH$R THR § Fard o &, dfoh
ey YAt T FHGA A |
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Even citizens resist questioning the government, believing it may affect troop morale.
IgT deh o AR 81 AL & HaTel Iot ol faY &d 8, Fifen sad dfast &1 Aaaa
gaTfad g Ak g

But the government still does not provide full information on losses, like during the 2020
Chinaincursions.

clfeheT ALHR IS cTeh JhATaAT T G STADRY AET Seil, ST 2020 H <ot Fr gads & ek
g3

9
The reason is that revealing the truth would invite questions, create accountability,
and possibly affect politics.

SHHT PRUT IE & foh TT TdT7 T ATl 387, STarEee) soi9h, 3R Tereifa ) 3787 99|

Information Suppression and Blocking of Voices
AT T GHA A ITATAT FY Selleh FL&AT

During Operation Sindoor, platform X said it had received orders to block 8,000
accounts in India, including media and prominent users.

itaerer Rigy & 2RI, Colewhial X =¥ @l foh 38 SR & 8,000 /AT HY Sl ehlel T 3TTeeT
e, fSreret Af3am 3ik v gord e A

Differing viewpoints are suppressed under the guise of nationalism, and critics are
labeled as anti-national.

faffiesr e 1 Tvgarg & A 9T gaT Gar J1ar 8, 3R el i SRRk et Srar
gl

The entire media ecosystem, including social media and YouTube, is in crisis.
ot #fSar sxawu, foae wvere A3 sk qeg@ anfAa § swe 7 8

The trolling of the Foreign Secretary during this period reflects societal decline.
=0 R faeer wRa &1 erer R ST AR TATST T FTRTae & g2 ¢

There is no access to well-rounded information, making it difficult for the public to
understand complex issues.

AT FATAHRY HT oY & HROT, 3T STeAdll & THT TR FG@T &1 T 7ol g ara
gl

Even by blocking people on X, complete news blackout is not possible.
IE ATAAT 3T ¢ T X TR Sl bl Sclfeh ik G @aT bl AT T FehelT & |
The fact of India’s losses was reported globally, beyond the government’s control.

maﬁrﬂﬁraﬁrmgﬁmma;mmﬁmﬁmﬁgé,mmm
Tl hY FehT |
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New drugs arrive on the block,
but AMR threats continue

While the launch of Nafithromycin — the first antibiotic to be developed in the past 30 vears globally — is a welcome step,
experts warn that addressing antimicrobial resistance is no longer optional, and tackling it requires a multifaceted approach with a shared sense of responsibility

Soujanya Padikkal

n 2020, 58-year-old
Viswanathan, recovering from a
stroke, sought physiotherapy
from an Ayurvedic practitioner,
hoping to regain mobility. However,
this treatment caused wounds on his
leg. As a diabetic with an already
weakened immune system this marked
the beginning of his battle with
antimicrobial resistance (AMR).

After a year of battling infections, he
was given a last-resort antibiotic that
damaged his kidneys.
Hospital-acquired infections further
complicated his condition, and
ultimately, he died in April, 2021

Antibiotics, known to save millions
of lives, are now making headlines for
the opposite reason. AMR occurs when
microorganisms like bacteria evolve to
develop resistance against the very
drugs designed to kill them. AMR
contributed t01.27 million deaths
globally and in India caused 2,97,000
deaths in 2019 based on a report by the
Institute of Health Metrics and
Evaluation (IHME), University of
Washington. The public health impact
of bacterial AMR has been significant.
According to a study published in The
Lancet, 1.91 million people could die
directly from AMR and 8.22 million
deaths associated with AMR could
oceur globally in 2050.

A leading cause for AMR is the
misuse and overuse of antibiotics
across various sectors. While only
about 30% of all antibiotics are used to
treat humans, the majority are used in
livestock, agriculture and aquaculture.
In countries like India, selling
antibiotics without prescription also
contributes on a large scale to
resistance. The recent ban on using
colistin as a growth promoter in the
poultry industry in India has made
significant inroads in curbing resistant
strains from emerging.

The World Health Organization
(WHO) has declared AMR as one of the
top 10 global health threats.

A new antibiotic after 30 years

In its effort to tackle AMR,
Mumbai-based pharmaceutical
company Wockhardt, with support
from the Biotechnology Industry
Research Assistance Council (BIRAC)
has launched Nafithromycin marketed
as ‘Mignaf” to treat
Community-Acquired Bacterial
Pneumonia (CABP). It is a once-a-day,
three-day treatment for CABP with a
97% success rate. It is India’s first
indigenously-developed antibiotic in its
class. It was also the first antibiotic to
be developed in the last 30 years,
globally.

“Nafithromycin is a part of our
overall drug discovery programme
which we started about 25 years ago,”
said Habil Khorakiwala,
founder-chairman, Wockhardt.
“[While] Azithromycin and other drugs
were there, there was no new drug
coming [up] and resistance was
developing on [the other] end,”he
added. The drug was developed over a
span of 15 years.

The Indian
picture

‘The NARS-Net sentinel sites conduct Laboratory-based AMR survi

species | 6. Acineto!
8. Shigella species | 9. Vibrio cholerae

nce of nine priority bacterial pathogens:

1. Staphylococeus aureus | 2. Enterocaccus species | 3. Escherichia coli |4, Klebsiella species | 5. Pseudomonas
cter species | 7. Salmonella enterica serotype Typhi and Paratyphi

The public health impact of

antimicrobial resistance has
been significant and it has
reportedly caused

2,97,000

deaths in India in 2019

What is the National
Programme on AMR?

The National Programme
an AMR containment was
initiated in 2013

Itis being coordinated by

the National Centre for
Disease Control

s of March 2024, 50

medical colleges/
laboratories in 27 States and
6 UTs were involved in AMR
surveillance

= In-patient Department

= In 2023 data, a major
were from patients admitted in
hospital wards whereas the least
number of isolates belonged to
patients from the emergency
department. Almost a third of the
isolates were from people visiting
outpatient clinics. About 12% of

the priority pathogens were from ICUs %

Where is AMR taking place in India?

fisolates

Outpatient Department. = Emergency Department

%
J-
B
AMR in
s 1/ hospitals

SOURCE: ANNUAL REPORT OF NATIONAL ANTIMICROBIAL SURVEILLANCE NETWORK (NARS-NET), REPORTING PERIOD: JANUARY - DECEMBER 2023

With slow progress in research, no
new drugs have been developed in the
past three decades globally. “After the
al boom and the “golden age” of
antibiotics (from 1940 to 1960), the
field was marked by a sharp decline in
new antibiotic approvals for decades,”
said Tomislav Mestrovic, affiliate
associate professor of Health Metrics
Sciences, at IHME, responding to
questions via mail.

It is no wonder then that with the
development of Nafithromycin, India
has reached a milestone given it has
the highest burden of bacterial
infections.

Gaps in healthcare system
While scientific advancements like
Nafithromycin are promising, it is also
important for us to recognise the gaps
within India’s healthcare system that
prevent effective treatment against
AMR.

sakh, Mr. Viswanathan’s son, a
PhD scholar in Poland, said a
communication gap exists between
medical professionals and the patient’s
family members. A lapse he believes
the medical community also needs to
address is the quality of equipment
being used. “Another pitfall that
happens is diagnostic issues,” he
pointed out. “It took at least one week
to get a proper antibiogram delivered
and to figure out [which] bacteria is
causing infection and to [administer]
the specific antibiotic. So this was a big
problem”. He also added that there
was an issue of accountability within
the system.

Vysakh’s family’s plight is
unfortunately a common scenario
across the healthcare system.
“Understaffing of healthcare
professionals combined with high
patient loads makes it difficult to
ensure adherence to best stewardship
practices,” said Dr. Mestrovic, while
speaking about the key challenges
India faces in implementing effective
antimicrobial stewardship across its
healthcare network.

Apart from these issues, India also
faces the added challenge of
sel-medication by people, selling of
antibiotics without prescriptions and
lack of a proper regulatory framework.
“[In] a lot of low-to-middle income
countries you can go to a pharmacy
and they will give you an antibiotic
without any prescription,” sai
Frangois Franceschi, head of asset
evaluation and development and
serious bacterial infections project
leader, Global Antibiotic Research &
Development Partnership (GARDP), as
he recalled his experience at a
pharmacy in Mumbai.

Despite antibiotics being
prescription drugs in India they are
sold over-the-counter, contributing
significantly to the resistance problem.
“Part of the action plans that [are]
trying to be implemented in many
countries is [to] stop letting people buy
antibiotics without prescription. That’s
a big step and that should happen
because otherwise, you know, you are
fighting a battle that you're going to
lose,"said Dr. Franceschi.

Government action

The Indian government is working on
multiple fronts to combat AMR
including establishing AMR
surveillance networks, developing a
National Action Plan and promoting
public awareness. “The
implementation of the National Action
Plan on AMR in 2017 marked a key
milestone in aligning the country’s
efforts with the global strategy, and this
is the right path forward,” said Dr.
Mestrovic.

Promoting public awareness is a key
aspect that needs to be addressed from
the very beginning. It is not
uncommen to see people take
antibiotics for a viral fever which is not
only ineffective but adds to resistance.
“Public awareness about AMR remains
low, leading to patient demand for
antibiotics even when not needed
which is not characteristic only for
India, but much wider,” said Dr.

Despite antibiotics being
prescription drugs in India
they are sold over-the-counter,
contributing significantly to
the resistance problem

Mestrovic. The pressing need to
educate people about the dangers of
inappropriately using antibiotics
resonates with all the experts in the
field
Resistance is a natural phenomenon
in microorganisms. But it happens over
time, through genetic changes and
adaptations. However, the widespread
and excessive use of antibiotics across
sectors has accelerated the process. It
is quite natural to wonder then what
the future of the new antibiotics that
are being developed looks like.
“Long-term effectiveness of new
antibiotics depends not only on
scientific advancement, but also on
responsible global stewardship from
day one,” said Dr. Mestrovic. “Patient
education and public awareness are
indispensable in the fight against AMR,
especially when we are talking about
the misuse and overuse of antibiotics.”
Education, innovation and
regulation need to progress parallelly
to curb AMR. “I think it's very
important that governments recognise
that we need to do something now or
we are going to be facing a problem
that is much bigger in the future,” said
Dr. Franceschi. “We need to
multiple steps ahead of [pathogens]”.
Nafithromycin is a start and will be
launched in the market for a month in
the coming few months. The
development of antibiotics is a long
and resource-intensive process. “Many
large pharmaceutical companies exited
the antibiotic space because the return
on investment was too low compared
to chronic disease drugs leading to
what many called the “antibiotic
innovation gap,” said Dr. Mestrovic.
Institutions like Bangalore
Bioinnovation Centre (BBC) and the

Centre for Cellular and Molecular
Platforms (C-CAMP) and companies
like Wockhardt, Orchid Pharma and
Bugworks in India are among the few
companies that focus on antibiotic
development.

Given the low return on investment,
it is mostly small pharma companies
taking on the challenge of developing
new antibiotics during this erisis. And
the path is not easy, especially when it
comes to clinical trial approval by the
Central Drugs Standard Control
Organization (CDSCO). “We expect the
regulators and the government as a
whole to have a much better
appreciation of fundamental drug
research and make more enabling
policies for us,” said Dr. Khorakiwala.

Accessibility and affordability are
other important factors in the
development of new antibiotics.
Wockhardt's strategy is to price its
drugs based on the purchasing power
of different countries. For example, the
price of a drug in India could be up to
80% less than the price in the United
States. “Accessibility is as important as
finding a new drug”, added Dr.
Kharakiwala.

For Vysakh, the issue is deeply
personal. His story is a reminder of the
harsh reality of AMR — a silent threat
unnoticed by many. And his
experience sheds light on the

allenges families face in healthcare
facilities in India. “I would really love
to see two major changes — diagnostics
and proper quality control for the
equipment used,” he said. He also
believes education has to be the first
step in this fight against AMR.

Emerging resistance
Infectious diseases experts have also
flagged emerging resistance to newer
drug formulations too, more recently.
Abdul Ghafur, founder, AMR
Declaration Trust, in a letter to the
Drugs Controller General of India
cautioned that misuse of newer
molecules is leading to initial signs of
resistance as reported by The Hindu.
Ceftazidime-avibactam — a potent
antibiotic, he claimed, is losing efficacy
due to extensive, irrational, and
uncontrolled use. Experts say that it is
more than ever before, important for
the government to lead antibiotic
stewardship, at this stage, as newer
molecules are finally enter the market.
Addressing AMR is no longer
optional and tackling it requires a
multifaceted approach with a shared
sense of responsibility to make a
dllference "Cumbatlnb AMR is not just

collective responsibility that requires
coordinated action across sectors, as
well as sustained investment and
empowered communities,” said Dr.
Mestrovic. “We have the right tools,
knowledge and innovation to make a
difference, but success depends on
translating awareness into action at
every level — from policymakers and
researchers to the medical community
and the public.”

(Soujanya Padikkal is a freelance
content provider based in Hyderabad
souji padikkal@yahoo.co.in)

New drugs arrive on the block, but AMR threats continue
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The launch of Nafithromycin, the first antibiotic to be developed globally in the
past 30 years, is seen as a welcome step.

Roa 30 asf & ARTs Tav W RAFRAT ) 715 gga tharaR® gar AafrAE=RT &1
Ao U TIRET AT FEH ATAT ST &7 2

o However, experts warn that addressing Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) is no longer
optional and requires a multifaceted and responsible approach.

gTelifeh TAATAT T gl & o TEABH O YT (ToANR) & [Auear 31a Qe AT
Wwéaﬂrsﬂ%ﬁv@mwmﬁﬁﬁwﬁm%m%l

A personal case of AMR
TUHAINR &T Teh sqTFderd HATHT

¢ In 2020, 58-year-old Viswanathan, after a stroke, sought Ayurvedic physiotherapy which
caused leg wounds.

2020 #, 58 Y TARTATU & TIeh & TG 3 ieen THIGAA off, oI 3oTeh W H a1
gr 1|

e Being diabetic and immunocompromised, he developed AMR infections.
AYAT AR FAAR TR YOI & HROT 3¢ TTAINR WHACT &1 17|

o After a year of infections, a last-resort antibiotic damaged his kidneys.
Teh qY e HhAUT ¥ 531 & 913, 375 &1 15 3ifas Rerew arelt vdamaifes o1 3 frsah
a?rgaramq—g"aml

e He died in April 2021 due to complications from hospital-acquired infections.
3 2021 H FEGATS H FT HHAUT oh HRUT 3oTeh 7 &Y 5|

The rising impact of AMR
TUHIAR FT d&dT THTT

e Antibiotics that once saved lives are now failing due to microbial resistance.
Teh AL Siiae] TaT dTell Tearfea Gare 3a GeHsial hr T &7ar & HROT
3R 8T o

e In 2019, AMR contributed to 1.27 million deaths globally and 2,97,000 deaths in
India, as per IHME.

2019 H HTETITHS & IHTHR, TTASNR o HROT GfAATHT & 12.7 1@ 3R 1R & 2,97,000
AT gs|
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e By 2050, AMR could cause 1.91 million direct deaths and 8.22 million associated
deaths annually.

2050 deh, TUHN & $RUT 19.1 a9 TcgeT Ald 31K 82.2 om@ w«faa #ld & gt &1

Causes behind AMR
TUHIR & HIROT

e« A major cause is the misuse and overuse of antibiotics in livestock, agriculture, and
aquaculture.

Teh HET HRUT CEETRNTEFH FT geaaeT AR 3rflw 3w &, faavent arpurer, ¥ ik
HET qTeeT H|

e Only 30% of antibiotics are used for human treatment.
harel 30% TN &1 HJSAT & SoTeT o flT 3uNeT giell &

¢ InIndia, over-the-counter sales without prescription contribute heavily to resistance.
AR 3 foe oeff & faeat arell game gfoRer Y srgrar & €1

e Arecent ban on colistin in poultry has helped curb resistant strains.
gTel &1 a1 uToret # Fifaffes F 39Alr W gfaey & GioRieh SR i Asvel & Heg
A &

e WHO has listed AMR among top 10 global health threats.
SeeqUA3N & VAN Y ofid 10 RTF Fareew @awt 7 A fHar g

Launch of Nafithromycin: A milestone
AP ATS AT 1 dlea: TF 3qeIfedr

e Mumbai-based Wockhardt, supported by BIRAC, launched Nafithromycin as ‘Mignaf’
to treat Community-Acquired Bacterial Pneumonia (CABP).

HaS T dlpere H9ei of fF & Tgdler ¥ Afr A e w Bware 710 3§ dedd &
SolTol o forv dllea fohaT|

e ltis aonce-a-day, three-day treatment with a 97% success rate.
g T e H vk IR, et et 1 3TAR &, [Srahr aherdr aX 97% g1

e This is India’s first indigenously-developed antibiotic in its class and the first
globally in 30 years.

I WA H 57 A0t $Y ggelt Fagh w7 & Refaa vdamifes § 31 30 aut # 3as w1
T TEel 8

e The drug took 15 years to develop.
39 ¢al &l fAhfld i # 15 a¥ &7 |
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Challenges in healthcare system

FITELY YTl 7 etfaar

Despite breakthroughs like Nafithromycin, gaps in India’s healthcare hinder effective
AMR treatment.

ARFNATSFRAT S AHIAT3HT & FG9]g, AR T TIRELT Ot Y TIFAAT TUTAINR &
JHTAT 3UTR H ST SoIar & |

Vysakh, Viswanathan’s son, pointed out communication gaps, poor equipment, and
delays in diagnosis.

faegarye & 9¢ S A TR Y FAHT, TS 3gFH0r, 3R Aee & 8 Hr gEeaw a3 |
It took a week to receive a proper antibiogram to identify the bacteria and prescribe the
correct antibiotic.

FFARET Y gg=Te 31K FdF a1 AUIRT FF & T U gedarg 6|

He also mentioned a lack of accountability within the system.

3ogial YOTTell & STaracgr HY FHT FHr oy a1

Additional challenges in India

o # arfafera galfaan

Dr. Mestrovic highlighted that high patient loads and insufficient training prevent
adherence to best practices.

1. ALCIAF o Fdr I rcaftrs VAT Fr FEar 317 gireror i w3t & FRoT Fafasd
3T9ITET T UTeleT hide BT &

Problems also include self-medication, sale of antibiotics without prescription, and
weak regulation.

gaEEAT3t & Fa-RfFcr, e gt F @it £ 7, 3 FaeR g afFa §

Francois Franceschi from GARDP shared that in many low-to-middle income
countries, people can get antibiotics from pharmacies without prescription.

TS o THIPISH BT of gl foh fae=T 3 Fe"s 3y arar oit & oot faar adt & welkdr
q T of Hhd & |

This contributes significantly to antibiotic resistance.

I TAarReE iR 7 sy Aerere &ar ¥

He emphasized that stopping over-the-counter sales is a critical step in fighting AMR.

3ot faeTT gt & frshY QaFedT TTAIR & 31  Toh Agedqul FgH a1

Government Action to Combat AMR

TTAIR ¥ fA9es & fow @& F1EE
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The Indian government is working on multiple fronts to tackle Antimicrobial
Resistance (AMR), including building surveillance networks, developing a National
Action Plan, and promoting public awareness.

R TR TEABHIRTT AT (AMR) § [Aqea & T #§ Af WaHa +T @ g,
s AR Aead T, TSHT FRY AT [AR AT HIAT 3R ST SATRRAT DT Sorar
e anfAT 1

The implementation of the National Action Plan on AMR in 2017 was a milestone in
aligning India’s efforts with global strategies.

2017 F TUHIAR T AT FTA ANSTAT T HTATGIT AR & 14T DT dRaeh 0TAITT &
SISe # Teh AgeaquT 3T fowr ATl

Promoting public awareness is crucial from the beginning because misuse of
antibiotics for viral infections is common and contributes to resistance.

ST SIITRHAT T YE J FTdT Sl IRk ¢ Fifeh IR FHAVI & [T TGy i
Il 3TAT A § IR 508 gfadeTr sear gl

Public awareness about AMR is still low, causing patient demand for antibiotics even
when they’re unnecessary — a trend seen globally, not just in India.

TUHAAR & IR H S AeReanar 3130 oY F7 ¢, [98 AQST garT elerafesy dr
FHATGIF AT Gl & — TG Shaol N oAe! Sioeh gferdT T H ST a1 T ¢ |

Resistance develops naturally in microbes over time through genetic adaptations, but
the excessive use of antibiotics has accelerated the process.

geAsital # GIRIY THT & A1Y HMafAF AHeqqee & ATETH § F@Eas &9 & fanfad
BT &, oifcheT TEIaTANTeTFT o AT 3T o 3T UTshaT il dof I GAT B

The effectiveness of new antibiotics in the long term depends on scientific
advancement and responsible global stewardship.

7S TaErAfeay Y Sriartore gaTaefierdar dfa® yorfa 31t SFder Rasw yaua
IGECETGIRS

Patient education and public awareness are essential to fight AMR, especially
regarding the misuse and overuse of antibiotics.

AT Fr A& 3R AT ARRFRAT TUHR F oI5 & v AfAad g, v sa &
TEETAIfeTd & rad 3R IAAF IUART F T H|

Need for Education, Innovation, and Regulation

a1, AR 3R AfATAT Y raegsman

Education, innovation, and regulation must progress together to control AMR.
TUANR A FIRT Fer F o fRren, samer 3R R «F arg-any seer gem)|
Governments need to act now or face a much bigger problem in the future.

EHRT T 3T FNETE FA AT AT H{aw & Ig qgd a8 FAEAT 5 S|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page34



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488
e Naftomycin, a new antibiotic, will be launched in the market in the coming few
months.

AFATSRA, Toh o7 VRN, 31Tl F& AT A IR & dlee T S|

Challenges in Antibiotic Development

vt e 7 getfaar

Developing antibiotics is a long and resource-intensive process.
TSR T fashrT Teh ot 3T Fumea-wae gfhar 2

Many big pharma companies left the antibiotic sector due to low returns compared to
drugs for chronic diseases.

e T3 BIAT HFAfAAT o Srerwrioras deRET T San3il S Jofell # FH3T FATH & HROT
werees a7 ois fear|

e This has led to the so-called “antibiotic innovation gap”.
Y " T AAER e T Ui ScueaT g‘é’%l

e InIndia, institutions like Bangalore Bioinnovation Centre (BBC), C-CAMP, and

companies like Wockhardt, Orchid Pharma, and Bugworks are focusing on antibiotic
development.

TR H dara IS dexX (BBC), Hi-Feq, 3R atergre, 311 wrat, gearaesy St
FUfAr TErafed e W eI ¢ W il

e Small pharmaceutical companies are now leading the way, but clinical trial
approvals from CDSCO are still a challenge.

37 B BIAT HYTAGT 3T &1 F 3R 96 QT £, olfche] ANTHH3AT T Fellfaswer cryer
Hordl 379 oY Tk TeAleh &

e There’s a demand for the government to support basic drug research and implement
enabling policies.

TIHR A H GaT IHTHUT hl AL &1 3R Fraeh AT 1] Xt 1 HT hT 517 TET &

Accessibility and Affordability
Fero7elT 3R FgerdeTan

e Accessibility and affordability are key to successful antibiotic development.
FererdT 3R Fgeraegar Ui [ i aoherar & forw maeas g

e Wockhardt uses a pricing strategy based on the purchasing power of different
countries.

dishgre Taffiest &R0 T 3 ATFT & IR W o AeROT Y 0T 9=l 1

e Forinstance, a drug in India may cost up to 80% less than in the United States.
3ETeR0T & ToIT, R & Ueh el hY hIoAT g UsT IARHT I Tl & 80% o H &
Tehll g
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e “Accessibility is as important as finding a new drug,” said Dr. Khorakiwala.

77§ a1 B foicfett & Gorsrar o Agcaqut §," ST, @Rrehare o gl

A Personal Story and Diagnostic Challenges

e For Vysakh, AMR is a personal issue, highlighting the difficulties families face in
Indian healthcare.

ST & ToIT, TTHIR Ueh SAfFaare HegT &, St 87 ohr Tareey Jansit & aRary #r
FEATSAT FT 3R FIAT &

e He stressed the need for diagnostics and proper quality control for medical
equipment.

3egiel stgrferar qdaTort 3R FuEoTt it Ioraar =T i eI W AR e
e Education, he believes, should be the first step in fighting AMR.
AT ATAAT & foh A& TTANR T T3S 7 gl FeH aleil d1a’|

Emerging Resistance and Policy Concerns

AT vfaer it Afgera Rane

o Experts are noticing emerging resistance even to new drug formulations.

faerwer ¢ @ € Tor 71% gar axg=at 7 off gfoey SR @I i

e Abdul Ghafur, founder of AMR Declaration Trust, has warned the Drugs Controller
General of India about misuse of newer antibiotics.

TUAN FBFNAT TFE & HEUTTh Hegel AET o HRA F FIT Helell STalel I T8
TR & GO & a1X 7 e & ¥

o Ceftazidime-avibactam, a powerful antibiotic, is already losing efficacy due to
irrational use.

ArerforssA-rRdded, v afFaers vdamifes, gge & afaafa 3uaier & srRor
gamaefierar @ W@ B

e Government-led antibiotic stewardship is now more critical than ever.

TIHR aNT HaTfold TEEmaifes YU 319 Tgol & el ATas Ageaqul ¢

Call for Coordinated Action

HHATead HIETS Y JTaegHdr

e Addressing AMR is not optional; it needs a multi-sectoral approach and shared
responsibility.

TUANR & e 319 Raed w8 §; 56 v ag-aefia efeaior 3 amen Sesard A
3T
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e “Combating AMR is not just a scientific or medical issue but requires coordinated
action, investment, and community empowerment,” said Dr. Mestrovic.

"TTHIR & A5AT Shd ol damiferss AT FRAfreaahrr Il 781 & afew s fov awfeaa v,
faaR frder, 3R woer it gEd qamar SR 8, 31 AT o Fel

e We have the tools, knowledge, and innovation, but the key lies in translating
awareness into action.

AR ITH 39T, AT, 3R FAarR §, oifchad TAheIdT ATTERAT T FRATS H g T TR
el
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Tariff wars and a reshaping of Al's global landscape

S Paper IIl: Economics

n the aftermath of the presidential election

in the United States in 2024, renewed

implementation of substantial tariffs could

lead to a fundamental restructuring of
global technology supply chains that power
artificial intelligence (AT) development. While
established players recalibrate, countries such as
India are finding themselves in a precarious, yet
potentially advantageous, position — as the “third
option” in the technological rivalry between the
U.S. and China.

The tariffs have raised the costs of imported
components that are critical to Al infrastructure.
In 2024, electronics imports to the U.S. alone
were nearly $486 billion, with data processing
machine imports costing around $200 billion,
sourced largely from tariff-affected countries such
as Mexico, Taiwan, China, and Vietnam. These
tariffs risk making the U.S. the most expensive
place in the world to build Al infrastructure,
driving companies to relocate data centre
construction abroad, ironically to China.

The first wave of the Trump tariffs, between
2018-20, resulted in a price increase for imported
semiconductor components. The current tariff
regime has expanded this to as high as 27% on
critical Al hardware components in 2025,
particularly affecting specialised Al accelerators
and advanced logic chips, components that
constitute the computational foundation.

Economics behind the scenes

Economic theory suggests such tariff policies
should stimulate domestic production through
import substitution. Indeed, some reports project
that the U.S. will more than triple its domestic
semiconductor manufacturing capacity from
2022 to 2032, which is the largest projected
growth rate globally. However, classical Ricardian
trade theory reminds us that comparative
advantage remains operative even under
protectionist regimes. The specialised nature of
Al hardware production means that it has to deal
with dispersed technical capabilities, creating
inevitable inefficiencies when global supply
chains are artificially segmented.

This protectionist approach often comes at the
cost of economic efficiency and innovation. The
tariffs disrupt global supply chains, increase
production costs, and create uncertainty that
discourages investment. Empirical studies show
that a one standard deviation increase in tariffs
can reduce output growth by 0.4% over five
years, and reversing the recent U.S. tariffs could

Arindam
Goswami

is a Research Analyst
in the High-Tech
Geopolitics
Programme at The
Takshashila
Institution, Bengaluru

There could be
an impact on
economic
efficiency and
innovation, but
some countries
could find
themselves in a
precarious, yet
potentially
advantageous,
position

have led to a 4% cumulative output gain. In the
context of Al — where innovation cycles are rapid
and dependent on access to cutting-edge
technology and global collaboration — such
disruptions can slow technological progress and
reduce productivity.

Tariffs may shield domestic firms from
competition, reducing their incentive to innovate,
and limit access to advanced imported
technologies that are necessary for Al
advancement. This is consistent with what
economists call a “deadweight loss”, where the
diminished trade volume creates economic
inefficiencies that benefit neither producers or
consumers.

Rapid expansion in Al chip demand will
require massive increases in data centre power
capacity, from about 11 GW in 2024 to potentially
68 GW by 2027 and 327 GW by 2030. Failure to
meet these infrastructure needs could undermine
the U.S’s competitiveness in Al

Research demonstrates that access to
expensive, advanced computational
infrastructure serves as a primary determinant of
innovation capacity in Al, leading to a
stratification effect. Moreover, tariffs imposed by
developed countries can reduce technology
transfer rates, temporarily changing innovation
incentives, which can in turn, slow down the
overall pace of Al innovation. On the other hand,
tariffs by developing countries can speed up
technology transfer but affect relative wages and
innovation differently. This is a complex interplay
that can increase global inequalities in Al
capabilities.

Where India stands
This could create unexpected opportunities for
India, which has positioned itself as a strategic
“third option” in the U.S.-China technological
competition. Indian IT exports growth rates have
been around 3.3% to 5.1% year-over-year in recent
years. Al and digital engineering segments are
among the fastest-growing areas within India’s
tech sector. The Indian government has launched
significant Al-related programmes, and increased
semiconductor design, fabrication and
technology investments, with several billion
dollars in semiconductor fab proposals and
multinational research and development centres
such as AMD’s $400 million design campus in
Bengaluru.

India’s comparative advantage lies in lower
labour costs and specialised knowledge domains.

India produces approximately 1.5 million
engineering graduates annually, with a lot of
them showing considerable aptitude for Al
development,

India depends heavily on imported hardware
components and international collaborations for
this. Tariffs and supply chain disruptions that
raise costs of Al infrastructure could slow down
India’s global ambitions in Al. However, India
might also benefit indirectly if companies seek
alternatives to China for manufacturing and data
centre locations.

The economic reshaping catalysed by these
tariff policies has accelerated what economists
call “capital substitution effects”. As hardware
costs rise, companies increasingly shift toward
optimising existing resources through algorithmic
efficiency, model compression techniques and
hardware improvements rather than raw
computational power. The tariff environment has
effectively created these price signals. The cost of
using Al models is falling dramatically (by about
40 times a year) due to this. Therefore, while
tariffs may increase upfront infrastructure costs,
consumer-level Al applications might not see
immediate price hikes.

Tariff structures interact with differential
regulatory environments uniquely to create novel
competitive dynamics. Lenient data protection
regulations, broad digital access, and data
availability can partially offset hardware cost
disadvantages through greater access to training
data. Regulatory and economic factors can defy
simplistic analysis.

Decentralised Al development

Tariff changes have led to the development of
specialised Al hardware that is designed
specifically for particular applications rather than
general-purpose computation. This
“application-specific integrated circuit” (ASIC)
approach represents an architectural shift. To
optimise data centre infrastructure for Al
inference, over 50% of workload accelerators
could be custom ASICs by 2028, up from 30% in
2023.

Ironically, policies intended to strengthen
domestic technological capabilities could
inadvertently accelerate the decentralisation of Al
development. Historical analogies suggest that
technologies facing market constraints often
evolve toward more distributed implementations.
The mainframe-to-personal computer transition
of the 1980s offers an instructive parallel.

Tariff wars and a reshaping of Al’s global landscape

R® Igu 3R vaé & dRaw wReea #1 qaAfwior

In the aftermath of the 2024 U.S. presidential election, major tariffs
could lead to a significant restructuring of global technology supply
chains that support Al development.

2024 % AN Tegafa goara & a1g, 93 LRE AW] @1 F w3 fashra 1
gAY &t arelt ARaF wiefrhr smqfet @rensit F 31 Iorete 8 e B
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o While traditional powers adjust, countries like India find themselves in a precarious yet
advantageous position — as a “third option” in the tech rivalry between the U.S. and
China.

STl IR QIFAAT AT X T &, T HRE ST S GG Y Teh Hagerefier Afeher
AT w7 @ anvers Ryfa 7 o1 @ § — 3 it et & dg assrer gfaeayat 7 v
“dra RFew & &7 A|

e The new tariffs have increased the cost of importing critical Al components.
oTT R o Agcaqul TIHTE TTHT F 1A Y AT FGT &Y B

e In 2024, the U.S. imported nearly $486 billion worth of electronics, including $200
billion in data processing machines — largely from tariff-hit countries like Mexico,
Taiwan, China, and Vietnam.

2024 H, AR o o977 $486 RATAAT HoT 7 gelerciiaterd I foham, foraar & $200
faferer Ser drafier wefiat v @ g3m — oot @ srfdehier AfFwt, asar, da sk
e S IR yenfaa oy & 3mw)

e These tariffs risk making the U.S. the most expensive place in the world to build Al
infrastructure, prompting companies to shift data centre construction — ironically,
even to China.

ot SR @ ANFT # TS SHREFIR Tl GAAT H HIH AGI TUTH T Fhell &, fored
Hufaar ger ¥ &1 AT Hier S 220t F TAAITRT FT Fehd! &

Expansion of Tariffs and Their Economic Effects

¢RE &1 faFar 3tk su 3nfds wsma

e The Trump-era tariffs (2018-20) raised prices for semiconductor components.
€9 a1 F RE (2018-20) o AHIFHTF Tl I et For &r |

e In 2025, the new tariff regime has extended up to 27% on critical Al hardware, such as
Al accelerators and advanced logic chips.

2025 #, 7T R FFAT & TgcT AFeaqOr TIHTS FTEAAT I 27% ofeh Yosh SHIAT IAT Y, S
for T3S TadeteT 3K vsares difars fed|

e These components are vital to the computational foundation of Al systems.

I Tch THTS YoTferdl Y A0S Alg & ToIT 3a T+ &

Economic Theories and Efficiency Impacts

3t Rrgera 3 gatar oX werma

o Tariff policies are meant to stimulate domestic production through import
substitution.

SR AT AT FFAEYTIT & HATETH A T SeUTGel HI NIRRT el o T A1 Sirelt
gl
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Some reports suggest the U.S. semiconductor capacity will triple from 2022 to 2032,
the highest projected growth globally.

o RIel & 3TaR, FARHT FT Feflwsaet a7ar 2022 { 2032 Teh dliet T[T g1 Hehcll &,
St diREeh TR IR He 3HTeeh gefe & |

However, according to Ricardian trade theory, comparative advantage still applies
even in protectionist scenarios.

greilieh, RefSaer aTaR RAGHTT & 3TN, JeaTcss ATeT HIETOTarar s faar & & o]
grar gl

Artificially segmenting global supply chains can lead to inefficiencies.

e amqfet qraran3it @ HRA T F fIHITSIT T Irvefaar &l Fo7 & FhdT |

Consequences for Innovation and Growth

JarR 3R e o aomd

These tariffs may reduce economic efficiency, disrupt global supply chains, and raise
production costs.

4 R nfde gatar &1 ger g 8, AR Irqfet @it S aiftid X Fhd §, 3R

U AR ST T 8

A one standard deviation increase in tariffs could cut output growth by 0.4% over five
years.

SR A Teh ATeTeh Taerolel 1 Jaier & Ui auT 3 HT3TYT oA # 0.4% HT [TR1ae 81 Fehell
gl

Reversing recent U.S. tariffs might have led to a 4% cumulative output gain.

BT 3MARERT TR T IoTea T 4% TaAY IUTEST AT &1 HehdT AT

In Al, where rapid innovation and global collaboration are crucial, such disruptions
slow technological progress and reduce productivity.

T3S & 8T H, el dor Aarar 3N dRaw T Agcayof 81 &, 36 g 1 Thad
dahsitehr YarTfer T AT T ST & 3R IcuTeshdT ol hdd Il & |

Tariffs can shield local firms from foreign competition, which may reduce innovation
incentives and limit access to advanced technologies.

SRE TAHNT Fafrat & fadeft afaeau’ & 597 Ia €, TS99 daER & WcHed $9 &
gohd & 3R IeaAd aaﬁhaﬁaa:qgﬂzhﬁ?ra’r'ﬂaw—cﬁ%‘l

This results in deadweight loss, benefiting neither consumers nor producers.

SOW 35dC A 8IT &, foad o7 ar 3usiierarait 3R &7 &1 IcuTeeh! ot aITeT giar &1

Infrastructure Demands and Global Inequality in Al

gEhTECHAY T AT 3R v # RIS rFATTa
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e Al chip demand will drive data centre power capacity from 11 GW in 2024 to 68 GW
by 2027, and possibly 327 GW by 2030.

T3S AT 7 AT 3T WX gTay &7HGT 1 2024 FH 11 GW & 2027 d& 68 GW 3iX 2030 d&
327 GW de s¢T Thdll 8|

o Failing to meet this demand could reduce the U.S.'s competitiveness in Al.
$H AT & U 1 H [Ahel Tt & w3 7 3raAfRen & gfaequt gc @ 1

e Access to expensive computational infrastructure is crucial for Al innovation, often
creating stratification among countries.

HEN AOTeATCH TIGAT b TgT TIHTE AGTIR o foIT FgeaqoT &, S 31 AT ST o o
FANFHIOT 3cTod Ll &
o Tariffs in developed countries reduce technology transfer and slow innovation, while

tariffs in developing countries may boost tech transfer but impact wages and
innovation differently.

sl Gaif 7 SR digAfAFr gFaiavor #I 7 FXd ¢ 3R FaER A AT a1 8, STafd
faraefier et 7 I T TAHT T I&T Tohd! & olfchel Al I AGTAR T 39T A< I
AT X ¢

e This complex interplay could increase global inequality in Al capabilities.

g Sifeer WER BT wanré ateranait  Ras rwaeTar S 97 T ¢

Where India stands

AR & ’ufa

e This could create unexpected opportunities for India, which has positioned itself as a
strategic “third option” in the U.S.-China technological competition.

Ig TR & TIT IFYITRIT AT YT Y ThlT §, FTH e Y IARAT-ReT Tehedrehr
gfaeayt 7 U WiEfds " dR RFer & &0 & wuiitd g

e Indian IT exports growth rates have been around 3.3% to 5.1% year-over-year in
recent years.

gTel & aut 3 AR IS Tt T 3efar g0 3.3% ¥ 5.1% afa a¥ F T B

e Al and digital engineering segments are among the fastest-growing areas within
India’s tech sector.

wans 3R Bfoea AR a7 sd & Tl ay A gea st A Tea A H A8

e The Indian government has launched significant Al-related programmes, and
increased semiconductor design, fabrication, and technology investments.

HRCAT FHN o % Agca T TIHTS-Hath FEH Y& U § 3R aefidsaey s,
faToT, 3R stefae faer 3 gefa Hr &

e Several billion dollars in semiconductor fab proposals and multinational R&D
centres have emerged, such as AMD’s $400 million design campus in Bengaluru.
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Sarer% F AMD FT $400 fAferger fSatesr aReR e &1

India’s comparative advantage lies in lower labour costs and specialised
knowledge domains.

HRC T JelATcHS TG S8 H HA AT 3R faerdigpa AT = A &

India produces approximately 1.5 million engineering graduates annually, many of
whom show considerable aptitude for Al development.

R &< TeT SITeTIT 15 o FSfAI R FATas IR Xl &, [olete & s H wans e
F IeAGAIT &THAT BT B

India depends heavily on imported hardware components and international
collaborations for Al development.

IR AT FTEIAT Tehl AR HARSET AT I gl JHTAeh AR g

Tariffs and supply chain disruptions that raise the cost of Al infrastructure could slow
down India’s global ambitions in Al.

R 3R 3mYfef sfEen & T S TS SHPRTFR H AT FEIch §, IR H AR
T3S AGATHIET3T Y AT HT Tha &1

However, India might benefit indirectly if companies seek alternatives to China for
manufacturing and data centre locations.

gTelifeh, 3R Shufedr fa&ATor iR 3T Wex TumE! & forv die & fawes Jarerdr g, ar 9Rd
I YIS TT A AT & Hhell B

Capital substitution effects

gl FfAEdTaeT g

The economic reshaping driven by tariffs has accelerated what economists call “capital
substitution effects”.

RS & HROT 3T INF YereToet 3rienfeat ganr g 1w el wfaeuras yema” & aef
F @I
As hardware costs rise, companies shift toward optimising resources through

algorithmic efficiency, model compression techniques, and hardware
improvements.

S-S FEAW Y AW dod) §, HUAAT e AF gaTdr, Arger G dheid 3R
TSR FUR & ATCIH Y HHTIAT T FeTHTored It T IR TG W ¢

These tariffs have effectively created price signals that are reshaping Al strategy.
5T ERWPT o THIE §T & Ao Habvel ToAT § i T3TTS 0Tl b1 IoT: TRATT X @ B
The cost of using Al models is falling rapidly — by about 40 times a year.

TIHTE ATSAl F ITANT Y AT Tl I T TET § — o1 [TeATaAT 40 I[AT Teh|

So while upfront infrastructure costs may rise, consumer-level Al applications
might not see immediate price hikes.
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$afoT S8l YRR FHREFaR AR 9¢ Hohdll o, ol STHIFT T T T Tioadhra #

IR AT o w161 W ST |

Regulatory and economic interplay

foramAe® 3t e R i

o Tariff structures interact with different regulatory environments in unique ways,
creating new competitive dynamics.

E F O3S - $ & e B 5 o ﬁ Fref . f
gl

e Lenient data protection regulations, broad digital access, and data availability can
partly offset hardware cost disadvantages.

3ER 3T Y& A, a9 BiSee 9gg, 3R 327 Sueeuar grsaa amera $i Igfaemsit
T TS §& e HJfolcd HY Fhell 8 |

e Regulatory and economic factors can defy simplistic analysis and produce
unforeseen outcomes.

o 3R 3T F FRF 3 T AT T W gl ¢ 311 g fg aRoms 3cae
g Cr

Decentralised Al development

faFdiwea wans e

e Tariff changes have led to the rise of specialised Al hardware designed for specific
uses, rather than general-purpose computation.

RE F agara A fafAIse 3uett & fow Bamget v are fadrdfigre vand grsaaw 1 sgrar
T &, S VAT TS Y I0TAT T 370097 &

e This shift is based on “application-specific integrated circuits (ASICs)”, representing
a major architectural transition.

Ig TR " Uit erT-Ff e §éRes afFew (ASICs)" W 3R &, St U yoqg
nfheFaie sgaTd &l G2daT g

o By 2028, over 50% of workload accelerators in data centres could be custom ASICs,
up from 30% in 2023.

2028 de 3eT e H 50% T HF THas TFaael FESH ASICs 8 Thd g, S 2023 &
30% |

e lronically, policies aimed at domestic tech capability may unintentionally accelerate
decentralisation of Al development.

fagea ag & fr S AT eXe] Aelthl &THT3T A1 AT et & ToIT 911 18 off, 9
TS FahrT & FahdiRor Y ool X TAhdT ¢ |
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o Historical examples, like the 1980s mainframe-to-PC transition, show that
technological constraints often lead to distributed innovation.

AAEIAF 38T, 3A & 1980 & gered A AThA ¥ It 7 d9eama, T@ra § & dasdiehr

HATT 3T TR 9K 1 FoH7 S &

ED crossed all limits with
raid on T.N. govt. body: SC

ClJlraps Central agency for ‘violating the federal structure of the country’, questions the legality of

targeting State-run TASMAG; he asks why ED stepped in despite the TN. govt. filing multiple FIRs

[GS Paper i

The Hindu Bureau scene in 2025 and proceed-
NEW DELHI ed to raid TASMAC head-
quarters to confiscate the
he Supreme Court phones and devices found

T on Thursday orally == there.
criticised the Direc- — “How can a criminal of-
torate of Enforcement for . == fence be made out against
“crossing all limits” and 2% == the corporation? You may
stayed investigation con- “#% mm Tegister FIRs against the in-

ducted by the Central
agency following raids on

S\

dividuals, but against the
corporation, in a criminal

the Tamil Nadu State Mar- - = matter?” the CJ1 asked.
keting Corporation (TAS- = - Mr. Raju defended the
MAC) offices. — == ED, saying that the investi-

“How can a corporation
commit an offence? The
ED is crossing all limits,”
Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai said, addressing Ad-

Under scanner: An ED search at the residence of TASMAC Managing
Director in Chennai on May 16. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

of Tamil Nadu and TAS-

claimed that its employees’

gation involved fraud
worth 1,000 crore, ad-
ding that politicians were
involved in the case.

The court queried why

ditional Solicitor-General = MAC against a Madras High ~ phones have been cloned. the ED had to intervene
S.V. Raju, who appeared Courtorderin April, reject-  “There is something called  despite the State having
for the Central agency. ing a plea tostay the EDin-  privacy,” he submitted. filed multiple FIRs, asking

“You are totally violat-
ing the federal structure of
the country,” Justice Gavai

vestigation and its raids on
the corporation.

Mr. Sibal, for Tamil Na-
du, said the State itself had
registered 41 FIRs against

about the predicate of-
fence which had prompted
the ED to swoop in.

remarked. ‘Phones cloned’ liquor outlet operators ov- Mr. Raju sought time to
The court was hearinga  Senior advocate Mukul Ro-  er corruption allegations. file a detailed response and
petition filed by the State  hatgi, @ for = TASMAC, The ED had entered the  was given a fortnight.

ED crossed all limits with raid on T.N. govt. body: SC
afAeTs 1 ERFER AT W BN F A §31 F 1 AAC 9 A
g FIE

The Supreme Court on Thursday orally criticised the Directorate of Enforcement
(ED) for “crossing all limits” and stayed the investigation conducted by the
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Central agency following raids on the Tamil Nadu State Marketing Corporation
(TASMAC) offices.

TEAR FI A FE A Yaei Aaemaa (§31) @ sreraan A fF 3@ a8 AT R F: &
¥ 3R affeETg T AU @ (TASMAC) & Sriferat R B1at & a1e 1 511 W g
9T A o9 &

e Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai questioned the legality of the ED's actions and said,
“‘How can a corporation commit an offence? The ED is crossing all limits.”

W%ﬁmmﬁara.m.méﬁéﬁrﬁméﬁaﬂmwmmﬁguw, I
I IR HFH F THaT &2 2 IR AATT IR F B

o Justice Gavai also remarked that the ED was “totally violating the federal structure of
the country.”

=rgHfd aTag o Ig ol feoqolt & {3 S “&er i FET BT FT G aXE SecrdsT H @
gl

e The court was hearing a petition filed by the State of Tamil Nadu and TASMAC against
a Madras High Court order in April, which had rejected their plea to stay the ED
investigation and raids.

37eTerd affereTg TsF 3R TASMAC EaRT &RR 38 I1fIsht Y Feiars o g1 2, St rder
A A 3T FAR—TAT F 1A & Qe A TH# 531 v S 3R STIaARY o Ak &1 ART
T TR A T aram &)

‘Phones cloned’

“BYeT Fellel [HT AT

e Senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi, appearing for TASMAC, claimed that employees’
phones had been cloned, stating “There is something called privacy.”

aRsa Jiferaerdr Hehel Agelell, ST TASMAC aﬁraﬂwﬁ&ergcr,ﬁmﬁ»—m%mrﬁﬁa:

HIeT Fellel fFT aTT, 31 FgT “Ma=iaar A1 ¥ off A DT N B 1”

o Kapil Sibal, representing Tamil Nadu, said the State had already filed 41 FIRs against
liquor outlet operators over corruption allegations.

Fier eaer, S AR #1 gfafaftica @ &, 7 Tl o ToT A 41 THATEINR T8l &
& T @Y 8, ST AT Gohleil oh HeToTehi o (oIt ST & RIGT &l ofehd ¢ |

o He questioned why the ED had intervened in 2025 despite the State already taking legal
action.

3egiel HaTel 35T foh 2025 H T SaRT FHIsfell FRATS T ST & FMas[g $31 o FEAETT
3t fanam|

e The ED proceeded to raid TASMAC headquarters and confiscated phones and
devices found there.
$31 ¥ TASMAC HEITerT X BT4T ART 31K J87 & Wit 3R 39T et 1 AT
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o CJl Gavai again asked, “How can a criminal offence be made out against a
corporation? You may file FIRs against individuals, but not against a corporation in a
criminal matter.”

HAET wraTier a1as o e g, “Ree e & RBames srauftres #meren @ qa e sm
THaT §2 3T IFTAT & TWATH THITSIR oF X Thd &, ATheT RIS Ao 7 fhay

forera & e g1
e ASG S.V. Raju, defending the ED, said the case involved ¥1,000 crore fraud and
politicians were involved.

sfafea aifaf@e s w4, TTSLET%?@TW@CT?T‘Q“U,FTW%Q?W?LOOO

FU3 FY @t 4 53T ¢ 3R 58 Tareitiae st anfaer &)
e The court questioned why ED stepped in despite the State filing multiple FIRs, and
asked what was the predicate offence that led the ED to take action.

ETeId o HaTel T & T SaRT F8 THIMSIN &of FXA & dTa9lG 591 o gedary
fora, 31K qoT 6 a8 st |1 e 39w (predicate offence) AT ey $31 &l TS et
g3y

e Mr. Raju sought time to file a detailed response and the court granted him two weeks.
AT o] A FaEqa STaTe ST er 1 o ToIT FAT AFM 3N 3HSTeId o 3o¢ al Wed1g 1 TAT
fem|
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Why India needs stable urban forests

What role do urban forests play in combating air pollution and climate change? What is the impact of urbanisation on forests like Kancha Gachibowli? What are
the areas of concern? Where do courts stand? What does the Nagar Van Yojana aim to achieve by 20277

EXPLAINER

Dev Nath Pathak
Vibha S Bharadwaj

The story so far:
ne of Hyderabad’s last
remaining urban forests,
Kancha Gachibowli, faced the
threat of extinction when the
Telangana government decided to give
away 400 acres of its land for industrial
development. Justifying its move by
claiming ownership over the forest, the
government alleged that protesting
students were misled by real estate
interests. However, the Supreme Court
took cognisance of the felling of 100 acres
of trees and reprimanded the State

Diminishing urban forests in India’s

government. This issue hij the
vulnerability of urban forests and
environmentally insensitive models of
urban development.

Why do urban forests matter?

Urban forests — such as Kancha
Gachibowli in Hyderabad, Aarey in
Mumbai, Turahalli in Bengaluru, Neela
Hauz and the Ridge in Delhi, and Dol Ka
Baadh in Jaipur - are significant for
healthy urban living. The National Green
Tribunal issued a notice to the Madhya
Pradesh government against the rampant
felling of trees in Bhopal. Similarly, the
High Court had to intervene in the case of
indiscriminate tree felling in Allahabad in
Uttar Pradesh. Many such instances from
across India emphasise a need to
understand that the urban forests matter
to public life.

Studies worldwide have underlined the
importance of urban forests in coping
with the built concrete environment and
the emissions from automobile vehicles.
They help mitigate climate change,
reduce the urban heat island effect, and
control stormwater runoff, erosion, and
flooding. Urban forests also sequester
carbon and absorb pollutants. The
density of green spaces in cities ensures
the longevity and survival of the
endangered birds and animals.

metropolitan cities spell severe
consequences. For example, in November
2024, the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) reported alarming levels of the air
quality index (AQI) in Delhi at 494. Other
cities such as Chennai, Hyderabad, and
Bengaluru had AQI levels above 100. The
CPCB mentions PM 2.5 and PM 10
pollutants — mostly from vehicle
emissions and construction dust - as the
main causes. Urban forests can serve as a
safeguard against toxic urban air. A 2006
study by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture Forest Service showed that
one hectare of trees can remove around
one ton of air pollutants.

Urban social and cultural life is
otherwise fraught with speed and risk. A
sense of romance, repose, relaxation, and
nature-sensitive recreation is due to
proximity to urban forests. The sustained
preservation and consistent creation of
urban forests can make Indian cities
breathable and urban living beautiful.

forestry. The Smart Cities Mission and
Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation, launched in 2015,
integrated smart urban designs with
ecological and social development.

Besides, the judicial interventions play
important roles in promoting and
protecting urban forests. The landmark
Godavarman case in 1996 broadened the
definition of forests to enhance the
protection of urban greenery.
Consequently, in 2004, the apex court
issued interim orders to all the States in
India for the identification, scrutiny, and
mapping of forests across their territories.
The aim was to generate a comprehensive
forest inventory in order to enhance
conservation efforts.

Another instance of judicial
intervention was in 2015 when the Delhi
High Court directed the Delhi government
to notify and protect the Delhi Ridge, also
known as the Aravalli leopard wildlife
corridor. Similarly, the apex court issued
a stay order on the tree felling in Aarey in
Mumbai in 2020 in response to the

Why are judicial inter

important?

Urban forests have featured in policies,
missions, and judicial interventions in
India. Both the National Forest Policy of
1988 and the National Mission for Green
India of 2014 underlined the imperative of
increasing afforestation and social

P by the citizens who conducted
the Save Aarey Forest movement. Equally
significant is the instance of the civil
society and concerned citizens protesting
against the felling of trees in the
biodiversity-rich areas of the Baran
district in Rajasthan. The Rajasthan High
Court took suo motu cognisance of the

Why India Needs Stable Urban Forests
R 1 TURY el gt ¥ AT TFHaT FAT ¢

Threat to Kancha Gachibowli Forest in Hyderabad

YaraTe & FaT ITNSGN g Y @I

matter in 2024.

The judicial interventions are requisite
in the protection of forests and instilling
awareness among the citizens. And, so are
provisions in the Constitution of India,
such as Article 21 (Right to Life), which
includes the right to a healthy
environment. Equally important are
Articles 48A and 51A(g), ensuring the
promotion and improvement of the
natural environment.

‘What is the main goal of the Nagar
Van Yojana?

Prime Minister Narendra Modi duly
observed the importance of wildlife and
biodiversity conservation on the occasion
of World Wildlife Day on March 3, 2025.
Such a spirit is conducive to the drive to
protect urban forests, too.

The Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) of the
Government of India had rolled out the
Nagar Van Yojana (urban forest scheme)
in 2020. The objective was to promote
and grow forest spaces in urban areas.
The Nagar Van Yojna envisages
developing a thousand urban forests by
the year 2027. According to the India State
of Forest Report 2023, the scheme has
resulted in an increase of 1445.81 km of
tree and forest cover.

Why is the threat to urban forests
concerning?

Rapidly urbanising India grapples with
the consequences of abysmal regard for
environmental conservation and
sustainability. The threat to urban forests
is a challenge to our biomedical, social,
and cultural well-being. It is imperative
that we, the people, play a role as citizens
and civil society.

The Supreme Court order directing the
Telangana government to restore the
forested area of Kancha Gachibowli
augurs well for a holistic soul searching.
‘The mushrooming concrete jungles in the
cities shall not devour the urban forests.
Dev Nath Pathak, Associate Dean, Faculty
of Social Sciences, South Asian University,
Delhi & Vibha S Bharadwaj, Young Scholar,
Christ University, Bangalore

THE GIST

v

Urban forests such as Kancha
Gachibowli face threats from
environmentally insensitive
urban development and
industrial expansion.

v

They play a crucial role in
mitigating climate change
effects, reducing air pollution,
and sustaining biodiversity in
metropolitan cities.

v

Policy initiatives like Nagar Van
Yojana and judicial
interventions are essential for
conservation and ensuring the
right to a healthy environment.

e Kancha Gachibowli, one of the last remaining urban forests in Hyderabad, was
threatened with extinction when the Telangana government allocated 400 acres of its
land for industrial development.

me’mmﬁm,ﬁaﬁﬂamﬁaﬁﬁﬁw&ﬁwmgmmm
TIHR A 3HF 400 Thg 819 Y AT [9ehrd & o smafed & el
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e The government claimed ownership over the forest and alleged that protesting
students were influenced by real estate interests.

THR o T Tl W 379 ATfADTAT g ST R ARG ofermar foh fader ax @ o7 R
wree Rl @ yafaa g1

e The Supreme Court took cognisance of the felling of 100 acres of trees and
reprimanded the State government.

AT FIE 7 100 Tehs st T TheTs &l Hollel H forar IR ToT THR Y FHR aT9ms|

e This incident highlights the vulnerability of urban forests and the environmentally
insensitive models of urban development.

IE T AL Tl hT wHAGNT 31 ITaor-3rdgereiier Aed) [ AlSer & ISR Ll
gl

Importance of Urban Forests

e I T AT

Urban forests like Kancha Gachibowli (Hyderabad), Aarey (Mumbai), Turahalli
(Bengaluru), Neela Hauz and the Ridge (Delhi), and Dol Ka Baadh (Jaipur) are
crucial for healthy urban living.

AT AT (FEXEIE), 3R (FS), JEeal (FaTel®), wier glot AR Rat (Reel), Ster s
TG (STAYR) S AT I FaEY A SAiaet & T 31maeds &

e The National Green Tribunal issued a notice to Madhya Pradesh over rampant tree
felling in Bhopal, and similar judicial interventions occurred in Allahabad.

TS R ITAFIOT 71 ST H HUTEYY 93 FIeeT TR FALT TG TIFR Hl Afed ST fham
ﬁ?gamawﬁaﬁwmﬁqgsm

o Urban forests help mitigate climate change, reduce the urban heat island effect, and
control stormwater runoff, erosion, and flooding.

UG o7 Ferary IRET FI FH I ¢, A I TS ToTE TeTdd 8, 3R TG, Fera,
g 918 1 fAIRa = &

e They also sequester carbon, absorb pollutants, and provide habitats for endangered
birds and animals.

q HTeol F AN, Jgual H W@ & 3R Feavrr gfarat T Sireaast & fov Ha 3qerst
ERCES

Impact of Urbanisation on Forests and Air Quality

QAELHIOT T Fail 3N AT IOTaT T I3

e Diminishing urban forests in metros have severe consequences. In November 2024,
Delhi’s AQIl reached 494, while Chennai, Hyderabad, and Bengaluru reported AQI
levels above 100.
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HEIRI & e el 7o & A3 IR | 7 2024 # feeh FT AQI 494 TFeh Ugd
T, STdieh AoeT$, gerars, AT darers & I8 100 ¥ ftrw o)

PM 2.5 and PM 10 pollutants from vehicle emissions and construction dust were
cited as the main causes.

argall & fserer arer g 3R fAor #r g & 3cqe=1 PM 2.5 3 PM 10 H&T $HROT 10

T

A 2006 study by the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service revealed that
one hectare of trees can remove about one ton of air pollutants.

2006 # AR F Fysmmar 1 v RAIE 3 Fcram 727 & va FFIAX AT 919997 T & a1y
Ye¥ g1 Ahd &

Urban forests provide a space for relaxation, recreation, and foster nature-sensitive
lifestyles amidst fast-paced city life.

A T AR, AeARoret AN wpfa-wagarelier shaerdtelt 1 sgrar & 8 S et TR 2l
Shast # & &

Judicial and Policy Interventions

=1 3R Afera geaaiw

The National Forest Policy (1988) and the National Mission for Green India (2014)
emphasized increasing afforestation and social forestry.

TUSER g AT (1988) 31X g IR A2 (2014)  F=rRIqoT 3R FIATTAF Feithor Hr
Jerar ¢l WX AR feam|

The Smart Cities Mission and Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation (2015) aimed to integrate smart urban design with ecological
planning.

TATE RS et 3R s frerer BR ASpasiere Us 3reie SRmIeN (2015) A FATE @l
fBese o IR A= & s F1 a8y @)

Judicial interventions have been crucial. In the 1996 Godavarman case, the definition
of forests was expanded to strengthen protection.

FATTASH FEARTT HEcaYUT 3¢ & | 1996 F MSTaseT ATHE H FeT T TRETNT 7 faeaR fomar

I TR FR&T AT 81 Teh |
In 2004, the Supreme Court ordered all States to identify, map, and scrutinise forest
areas to generate a comprehensive forest inventory.

2004 F, FAIT FIE o T AT T el hr wgraer, ATATAAOT, 3 ST v 3meer fem arfen
AT T {aAT AR &7 |

Judicial Interventions for Urban Forests

eredl a4t & forw =fR¥e gxaaiv
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Another instance of judicial intervention was in 2015, when the Delhi High Court
directed the Delhi government to notify and protect the Delhi Ridge, also known as the
Aravalli leopard wildlife corridor.

2015 # Teh 3R 71 §EARTT FT 3EIEIUT A9 W= I [Hel S1a fEeel gighE & fGeall
TR 1 feeelt Ret, Tord 3rtrarelt dgam aersita aiforamr of et ST &, 1 g s
3R TRfET ey o fAder feam|

Similarly, the Supreme Court issued a stay order on the tree felling in Aarey (Mumbai)
in 2020, responding to petitions by citizens involved in the Save Aarey Forest
movement.

ST A6 2020 A GHHA FIE 7 FaE H 3 7 UST hI TS W Aeh ofalled ohT TG SARY FohaT,
ST ¥ I BREC HFAC A IS ARTRERT Y ATAHIAT & STaTa 3 7|

Equally significant was the protest by civil society and concerned citizens against the
tree felling in Baran district, Rajasthan, a biodiversity-rich area.

TSTEdT & aRT fore A Stafafderdr & sy a1 7 981 fr Fers & @ "eie gare 3k
STTaTEeh SATTeRT T faer off 3= €1 AgeaquT |

The Rajasthan High Court took suo motu cognisance of the matter in 2024.

2024 ¥ TATYT FEPIE o ST FATHS FHT T FATT ToIT|

Judicial interventions are crucial in the protection of forests and for spreading
awareness among citizens.

et Y FI&IT 3R AR H SEHAT $ellel & T AT I GEIETT Ichdl AT & |

Provisions in the Constitution of India also support forest protection, especially Article
21 (Right to Life), which includes the right to a healthy environment.

AR FiAeTer & o a7 TYT0T T GHYS el aTel TTaeileT Hislg &, [aeve sreqess 21
(STrareT T 31T8FR), TTaH T 94TaI0T FT AR AT g

Articles 48A and 51A(g) further ensure the promotion and improvement of the
natural environment.

HTeg 48A 3N 51A(g) o W atavor & Hather 3R gur H AT i §

Main Goal of the Nagar Van Yojana
I T FISTAT T HET 3682 T

On March 3, 2025, Prime Minister Narendra Modi highlighted the importance of
wildlife and biodiversity conservation on the occasion of World Wildlife Day.

3 AT 2025 T FUTTHA! A A ¥ faed gegeha Raw & 3R W a=ysia 3 3
ffrerdar EeT9T & Hgca & {Wifehd |

This spirit also aligns with the drive to protect urban forests.

Ig AT AF FaT Y GI&TT o HTHAT & o Al @reh gl

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) launched the
Nagar Van Yojana in 2020 to promote and increase forest spaces in urban areas.
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TR0, g7 3R SFerarg aRacter #arera (MoEF&CC) & 2020 H SR JeT FISTaAT hT @37l
&, TorerehT 3eged Agdy &t & aer &7 Y Fgrar &1 R RFRT FEAT R

The scheme aims to develop 1,000 urban forests by the year 2027.
I AISTAT 2027 deh 1,000 AL qait o Taehra b1 16 T &

According to the India State of Forest Report 2023, the scheme has led to an increase
of 1445.81 km?in tree and forest cover.

i3 Ve 3w wREe RulE 2023 & 367ER, 38 TNl & dgd 1445.81 Tof fransfier &
93t 3R T T A Fef gS B

Why is the Threat to Urban Forests Concerning?

Y gat & foT @ar 74t fRiar #1 fawar &7

India is urbanising rapidly, but it shows abysmal concern for environmental
conservation and sustainability.

TR ol & TEIh0T X TET &, ol fheT gaTavor HaTor Y fywar & v sad Ridar dgg
FAEI

The threat to urban forests is a challenge to our biomedical, social, and cultural well-
being.

el gl & T T gAR Sa-Rfdcad, amnfaes sk aresfas Feamor & v o
Al &

Itis imperative that citizens and civil society play an active role in protecting these
forests.

ST gl shT GR&TT H AFTReT 3R AR FHATST T wiha st sfaard g
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What is the need of the hour
in autism care?

What causes autism? How can we improve early diagnosis and access to intervention?

3S Paper lll: S&T

Zubeda Hamid

The story so far:
ast month, U.S. Health Secretary
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. announced
a massive testing and research
effort to i ify the

“environmental toy that he said were
behind the growing “epidemic” of autism
in the U.S. He said the Department of
Health and Human Services would launch
a series of new studies focusing on
environmental substances. Calling autism
“preventable”, he said there would be
some answers by September this year.
Some of Mr. Kennedy’s remarks came
following the release of a new report from
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention showing that rates of autism
had increased from 1in 36 children in
2020 to 1in 31in 2022.

What is autism?

Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD),
according to the World Health

Organization (WHO), are a diverse group
of conditions. They are characterised by
some degree of difficulty with social
interaction and communication. Other
characteris patterns of
activities and behaviours. Characteristics
of autism may be detected in early
childhood, but autism is often not
diagnosed until much later.

What does the existing research say?
Existing research points to multiple
factors, possibly both genetic and
environmental factors. Research has also
shown that the MMR vaccine, that was
linked to autism in a now widely
debunked study, does not cause autism,
nor do other childhood vaccines increase
the risk of autism.

Is it preventable?

Prevention strategies may be complex,
says Sheffali Gulati, child neurologist,
Department of Paediatrics, AIIMS New
Delhi, due to the interplay of multiple

factors, many of which remain unknown
as yet; autism is not caused by one specific
gene or one specific environmental factor.
“In general, in healthcare, prevention
consists of primary, secondary, and
tertiary prevention. Here, if primary
prevention may not be fully possible as of
yet, as more research is needed to
understand what is causing autism, it is
important to focus on secondary and
tertiary prevention, which consists of
early diagnosis and picking up of cases as
well as interventions to help,” she said.
“We’ve come a long way in
understanding autism, and what we know
from decades of research is that genetics
plays a role, with heritability estimates as
high as 91% in some studies (Tick et al.,
JAMA, 2016). While certain environmental
exposures may influence development in
utero, such as advanced parental age or
prenatal exposure to air pollutants, there
is no single environmental toxin
scientifically proven to cause autism
(Sandin et al., JAMA, 2014; Becerra et al.,

Need of the Hour in Autism Care

A STHATST H AT &Y 3TaeTFHAT

. U.S. Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. recently announced
a major testing and research effort to identify environmental
toxins believed to be behind the growing “autism epidemic” in

the U.S.

EHP, 2013). Autism is not a disease in the
classical form. It is a developmental
difference shaped by a complex interplay
of biology and environment. While some
individual risk factors have been
identified, none offer a path to broad
prevention. Framing autism in this way is
scientifically inaccurate and socially
irresponsible. This kind of language risks
placing blame on parents and caregivers,
particularly mothers, for outcomes far
beyond their control. It reinforces stigma
and creates shame where there should be
support ys (via email) Tyler Evans,
Adjunct Associate Professor, University of
Southern California Keck School of
Medicine, Department of Population and
Public Health Sciences.

Is autism on the rise?
“The prevalence of ASD is growing,” says
Ennapadam S. Krishnamoorthy,
neuropsychiatrist and founder, Buddhi
Clinic, Chennai, “and this is attributed to
several factors, including recognition of
the condition, as well as the criteria
becoming more inclusive - the focus in
the early years was on the more severe
cases, but today, many of the less severe
cases also fall under the autism
framework.” Also, he said, apart from
genetic propagation, there are a number
of environmental factors today that could
also be contributing to the rise, triggers
that could be making ASD manifest.
Overall, says Gita Sankaran, founder,
WeCAN, a resource centre for autism in

DPATRIOTICIAS

Chennai, there has been an increase in the
number of diagnoses of individuals on the
mild end of the spectrum, primarily
because of increased awareness and
access to information about ASD. As the
population increases, however, there has
been a proportionate increase in the total
number of cases.

What should be done for ASD care
and support?

says Dr. Krishnamoorthy, we
are far from diagnosing every
intervening early, and so, t
still be the priority.

More psycho-education for families
across the board, and a more realistic
approach to interventions based on the
needs of each child, are also vital, said Dr.
Sankaran.

Dr. Krishnamoorthy also raised the
importance of combating misinformation,
particularly related to autism being caused
by vaccines, which, he said, had ledtoa
drop in vaccination rates and could
precipitate epidemics. “But crucially,
more focus has to be given to maternal
health during pregnancy. A lot of our
current efforts in this direction are to do
with communicable diseases, but
non-communicable diseases, especially
mental health, are not talked about
enough. What can mothers and families
do to ensure optimal environments for the
growing foetus and for infants and
toddlers? There has to be more awareness
and more attention given to this area.”

3R & Fareey ¥RT et . FA AR Aga H A vw a3
qaTor 31X SreTHYTST TATH it \rvor HiY, fraeT 35T AR H Tod
“HTesH AFTHANY” & NS AT T I TATa0iT fawrera yerat i qg=m=r

T B

e He called autism “preventable” and said there would be some answers by September

2025.

3egiel Jtfesa Y " Awun AT Tl 3R Ig o gl 7o AdaR 2025 T Fo 3 el

Hqohd &

e This announcement followed a CDC report showing autism rates increased from 1 in
36 children in 2020 to 1 in 31 in 2022.

g gIYuT CDC RIE & a1¢ 318, fogs aaram a3 6 AiRsA M w2020 H 36 H 1 T4 &
TGHT 2022 H 31 H 1 IR ek Ug T TS|
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What is Autism?
ARTH FATE?

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), Autism Spectrum Disorders
(ASD) are a diverse group of conditions characterised by difficulty in social
interaction and communication.

faed TaeeT Wereer (WHO) & 3178, 3iifess FaeH AR (ASD) faffieet e
Rufaar § o armnfores aud 3R TaR & Sfears & ugare sar g |

They also show atypical behaviour patterns, and although symptoms may appear in
early childhood, diagnosis often occurs much later.

SIH HAHAY STER Yeat o enfAer gia €, 3R I3l oafor R sawa & fEs ¢
Tehd &, olfehel fAGTeT 3TFET 18 A IcT ¢ |

What Does Existing Research Say?
HISET 2er 4T FEar 87

Current research suggests that both genetic and environmental factors may
contribute to autism.

TTHTST QT § Tl Teldll ¢ o6 3Tegaias 3 qatevoiir #Re gt siifees # e a
gehd g

The widely debunked claim linking MMR vaccine to autism has been proven false, and
no childhood vaccine increases autism risk.

MMR el &1 3iTTes# & SiTe= arelm arar ${aT A §31 &, 3R F1$ ol qerget &1 &t
3fifesH &1 @A A€ Fgran|

Is Autism Preventable?

FIAT A TETH FY VFHT ST Tl &2

According to Dr. Shefali Gulati from AIIMS, primary prevention is difficult due to the
unknown causes, but secondary and tertiary prevention through early diagnosis
and intervention are crucial.

AlIMS T 1. BTl J[ETET & IHTAR, IATT FRUI & HROT AATHR AhATH Hid 8, offehet
YRS faerr 3R gFaaty & Aregs @ gfacdias 3R g Awyms Agca ot 2|

Studies show genetics play a major role with heritability estimates as high as 91%.
HEFYAT @ Tl TeTclT & T JTefafrehy T S51 8ffHent § 3N RATwa 7 31T 91% TAH B
Some environmental factors like advanced parental age or air pollution during
pregnancy may contribute, but no specific toxin has been proven to cause autism.
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O GATEOT FRF, S rfRsmraent F1 37 3 ghar a1 rsifawr & gk arg yquor,
AT Y Fehl §, oHfehet 1§ Afse Rrwrerer werd fifesar 1 wror ey =181 g3m g

e Framing autism as a disease caused by toxins is scientifically inaccurate and
promotes stigma and parental guilt.

3fifese i RAwrera gerat & 3cuest or & & # @ danfas 7 & aa ¢ 3 sua
Foi AR ATAT-Rar # 3rareaEYe sear g

Is Autism on the Rise?

e According to Dr. Ennapadam S. Krishnamoorthy, autism prevalence is increasing due
to broader diagnostic criteria and increased awareness.

ST, . UH. FOAS & IHTER, JHeTH T caraendr g W ¢ i et hr afvsm
freer g% & 3R SmareRar 9 ¥

e Milder cases are now included, which were previously unnoticed.
379 g ATHAT ol HY eMfHer ThaT 1T 38T §, St Igel 3ieied 1§ S |

e As population grows, the absolute number of autism diagnoses is increasing
proportionately.

S-SR SIeTHEAT gt 8, 3w faagmt i For wear ofr 38 Jegera 7 95 W

What Should Be Done for ASD Care and Support?
ASD @HTe 3R aHde & fav F41 fFam sier afge?

o Early diagnosis and intervention must remain the top priority, as we still miss many
early cases.

&1 373fY off S URfPe Fer 78T e g, sufov yRfA® P 3R gedaT i i
QI fASRAT &1 STeil A1’

o Families need more psycho-education and individualized interventions based on
each child’s needs.

ARERT &1 3fereh AN e 3R Tcdeh e T a3 & HJHR sqfFcara
EEaaYT I 3T T &

¢ Misinformation linking autism with vaccines must be actively countered to prevent
drops in vaccination rates.

31T BT AT F NSt AT T SATARNY T TR HIAT AT & dTich SIRTHIT §T
# PRTge T 3|

e Maternal health during pregnancy needs more focus, especially on non-
communicable and mental health concerns.
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o Families and mothers need support in creating optimal environments for foetal,
infant, and toddler development.

aRaRT 3t AT 1 ogur, R 3N B Tt & faed & fHT 399 araravor R #e A

AT fAcEr anfeu|

Net FDI slumps 96% in FY25
to $353 mn, gross FDI robust

Net foreign direct investment (FDI) was dragged down by a surge in money being repatriated out

IMHTGEAT & ENTT AN FAELY T 3110 &1 &1 AfeC, faRwe d-wardy 3k #A=fas

by foreign companies and increased foreign investments by Indian companies;

|Gs Paper 111: FDI

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

et foreign direct in-
N vestment (FDI) into
India plunged by
more than 96% to just $353
million in 202425 com-
pared with the previous
year, latest data from Re-
serve Bank of India shows.
Net FDI is basically gross
FDI, which is the total mo-
ney coming in, minus the
money being repatriated
by foreign firms doing busi-
ness in India and outward
FDI by Indian companies.
While gross FDI into In-

Crash since pandemic

While in the pandemic year FY21 India’s net FDI was $44 billion,

this fell to just $353 million in FY25
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dia remained strong, the
net FDI figure was dragged
down by increased repa-
triation of money back to

Source: RBI

their home countries by fo-
reign companies doing bu-
siness here, and higher fo-
reign investments by

Indian companies.

The data, released as
part of the RBI’'s May edi-
tion of its monthly bulletin,
shows repatriation and fo-
reign investments by In-
dian firms have increasing-
ly played a part in lowering
India’s net FDI figures ever
since the pandemic.

So, where the net FDI fi-
gure stood at $44 billion in
the pandemic year of
2020-21, it fell to $38.6 bil-
lion the next year, $28 bil-
lion in 2022-23, $10.1 bil-
lion in 2023-24, and finally
to just $353 million ($0.4
billion) in 2024-25.

Net EDI slumps 96% in FY25 to $353 mn, gross FDI robust

fadrr a¥ 2024-25 & ey FDI & 96% T ARTEe, Wehel FDI ASEd

Net foreign direct investment (FDI) into India plunged by more than 96% to just
$353 million in 2024-25 compared with the previous year, latest data from the
Reserve Bank of India shows.
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RER Faa $353 AT @ 31, a1 & s Rerd & & adieas 3nes Rama &1

Net FDI is basically gross FDI, which is the total money coming in, minus the money
being repatriated by foreign firms doing business in India and outward FDI by Indian
companies.

JIGH FDI HelcT: Fehol FDI 8T 8, SiT el 3Tel Tell 44T 8, Torad 1R & cga@ny X @1
a2l Fufarat garT araw #or 71T & 3R HRAT SHufaat earT facer 7 fFu e foraer &

T ST ¢

While gross FDI into India remained strong, the net FDI figure was dragged down by
increased repatriation of money back to their home countries by foreign companies
doing business here, and higher foreign investments by Indian companies.

STET Rl # Hehel FDI ST T@T, T61 Y8 FDI i Heear el shufaai gar 3raey aer
aTaE 4 Aot 1 9 g% AT AR AR Hufarat ggrr fager & f¥der & wRor e g3

The data, released as part of the RBI’'s May edition of its monthly bulletin, shows
repatriation and foreign investments by Indian firms have increasingly played a part in
lowering India’s net FDI figures ever since the pandemic.

RBI & &S g & A8 elfeal & G & &9 A SR 31iehs @ § o #Agany & a1e &
HRATT AT SaRT AAT A9 HTAT 3R fIeer & Ader 7R o e FDI 3HTehst ol FA
e H TGl AT AT @ B

So, where the net FDI figure stood at $44 billion in the pandemic year of 2020-21, it fell to
$38.6 billion the next year, $28 billion in 2022-23, $10.1 billion in 2023-24, and finally to just
$353 million ($0.4 billion) in 2024-25.

STET HTHANT o Y 2020-21 # YEEN FDI 1 37TehsT $44 faferaer um, a 39Tel ¥ TeaT $38.6
faferaeT, 7 2022-23 7 $28 fafed«, 2023-24 & $10.1 RfeeT, 31} 3719 7 2024-25 & g
$353 faferae ($0.4 faferye) | =)
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