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od news than bad in Delhi’s fertility rate dip

Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

Delhi has not only record-
ed the lowest Total Fertility
Rate (TFR), the average
number of children per
woman, but also the high-
est decline in the TFR in re-
cent years.The Sample Re-
gistration System (SRS)
report by the Registrar
General of India for 2021,
released on May 7, stated
that Delhi’s TFR was 1.4 in
2021 against 1.9 in 2011, a
26.3% decline.

At 3.0, Bihar registered
the highest TRF against the
national average of 2.0.

Academics and repro-
ductive health specialists
have cited inflation, more
women in the workforce,
independent decision-
making, better maternal
and infant health, and in-
fertility as possible reasons
for Delhi’s lowest TFR.

“Earlier, the maternal or
paternal family took the fa-

mily planning decision.
But as women are now
more empowered and in-
dependent, they are able
to take decisions indepen-
dently,” pointed out Pra-
veen K. Pathak, Professor
at JNU’s Centre for the Stu-
dy of Regional Develop-
ment, who specialises in
population health and de-
mographic changes.

Dr. Rashmi Gera, head
of the family planning unit
at Guru Teg Bahadur Hos-
pital, also noted similar
trends. “Cultural and so-
cial change, such as wo-
men getting better educa-
tion and participating
more in the workforce, is
leading to changes in fami-
ly planning,” she said.

Social change

Dr. Gera said another rea-
son couples are preferring
fewer children is that most
of them have migrated to
Delhi and find it difficult to
raise a child without grand-

Changes ‘
Y Tl ASFR | ASFR
In tertility 1519 | 92 1519 | 27
patt@ ms 2024 | 1397 | 2024 | 654
In 2011, Delhi’s Age 2529 | 1303 | 2529 | 952
Specific FertilityRate 3034 | 608 | 30-34 | 728
(ASFR), the number 3539 | 157 3539 | 251
of women per 1,000 4044 | 42 | 4044 | 140
giving birth, in the age

45-49

group of 20-24 was
139.7, which reduced
to 65.4in 2021

45-49 4.0

parents or relatives.
According to the SRS re-
port, over the years, the ci-
ty has seen a shift in the
fertility cycle with an in-
crease in fertility in the

Getty Images/iStockphoto

middle age group (30-44)
and a decrease in lower
age groups (15-29).

In 2011, Delhi’s Age
Specific Fertility Rate, the
number of women per

1,000 giving birth, in the
age group of 20-24 was
139.7, which reduced to
65.4 in 2021.

Niharka Tripathi, an As-
sistant Professor of Sociol-
ogy at a Delhi University
college whose research fo-
cuses on gender and popu-
lation, cited women’s
priority to careers in their
twenties and family plan-
ning after becoming finan-
cially independent as pos-
sible reasons for the shift in
the fertility cycle.

“Additionally, inflation,
nannies or childcare pro-
fessionals’ fees, and educa-
tion expenses keep cou-
ples away from having
more children,” said Ms.
Tripathi.

Anju Sharma, an Accre-
dited Social Health Activist
in east Delhi, said she had
observed that couples pref-
er one child due to limited
earnings.“Several women
in my locality say that they
have one child as they

want to give the best care,
rather than having two or
three children and strug-
gling with expenses,” said
Ms. Sharma.

However, Dr. Shama Ba-
tra, a gynaecologist at Patel
Hospital in Laxmi Nagar,
cited infertility due to a se-
dentary lifestyle as a rea-
son for the low TRF. “Poly-
cystic ovary syndrome
(PCOS), infertility due to
sedentary lifestyle, long
working hours and a high-
er intake of junk food are
now common in cities,”
said Dr. Batra.

Another gynaecologist,
Dr. Surbhi Singh, who
works in a private clinic,
noted that stress and pollu-
tion, common in cities like
Delhi, are also a cause for
PCOS. “In recent years, |
have noticed many young
couples aspiring towards
the trend of having no kids
primarily due to inflation
or infertility,” Dr. Surbhi
added.

More good news than bad in Delhi’s fertility rate dip
feeelt Y woreter X A foRrae A 3red @ samer, g F4

Delhi has not only recorded the lowest Total Fertility Rate (TFR), the
average number of children per woman, but also the highest decline
in the TFR in recent years.

feeelt A & Faer FaW FH Fo Yol &I (TFR) &of HT 3, afeh grer F ani &
TFR & ga¥ 371f® fRae ot a@Y a1 &

e The Sample Registration System (SRS) report by the Registrar General of India for
2021, released on May 7, stated that Delhi’'s TFR was 1.4 in 2021 against 1.9 in 2011, a
26.3% decline.

HRA & AU GaRT ST 2021 & el Iorecerst f¥ea (SRS) RIS, St 7 A &1
qaﬂfél?rg'é H &gl I fF ool I TFR 2021 # 1.4 oY, Safer 2011 & 1.9 &Y, 3T 26.3%

& PRmEe &
e At 3.0, Bihar registered the highest TFR against the national average of 2.0.
faeR $1 TFR 3.0 I, ST IS 3itad 2.0 & 1oy 3170 § 3R e ifdw g
e Academics and reproductive health specialists have cited inflation, more women in

the workforce, independent decision-making, better maternal and infant health,
and infertility as possible reasons for Delhi’s lowest TFR.
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fRrefridel 3R Foietet Tareey faQwsil = Ferehifa, Afgansit Hr Friaer & godt smiierd,
Faad favhy e, dga¥ A 3R e Fareey, 3R aigras & oo f gead &7 TFR &
AT FRON & & H SAT 8 |

o “Earlier, the maternal or paternal family took the family planning decision. But as women
are now more empowered and independent, they are able to take decisions

independently,” pointed out Praveen K. Pathak, Professor at JNU’s Centre for the Study
of Regional Development.

“Ugol IRAR fAAISTeT &t Aot ATar ar far uat & aRar garT form Sirar an| afere 3
AT TR T 3R Faa= 81 1S &, SATAT I 379 hifel Ge, o T §,” Ig el Taor &.
UTSH, ATTY o &A1Y [ HETTT hg; b WAL |

e Dr. Rashmi Gera, head of the family planning unit at Guru Teg Bahadur Hospital, also
noted similar trends.

ST, TR I, I[F 9T TEIGY 3T & TRAR ATl FahTS T @, oF i O &1 T o1
gl
e “Cultural and social change, such as women getting better education and

participating more in the workforce, is leading to changes in family planning,” she
said.

3gieY g, “WiFHfa® 3R T aRads, o o Afgensit $r dgaw Rram 3R Friwr
# 3rftre smefterd), aRaR Rttt & aeera o @ &1”

Social change

ATATON® IRadeT

o Dr. Gera said another reason couples are preferring fewer children is that most of them
have migrated to Delhi and find it difficult to raise a child without grandparents or
relatives.

&1, IRT o7 gl foh A el T ATATHRAT T Teh 3R HROT g § foh 31femrer 1S el &
varfad g 3R g1eT-g1eY a1 RedgRY T Ace & 91 a0 I ITelaT HideT aTd & 1

e According to the SRS report, over the years, the city has seen a shift in the fertility
cycle with an increase in fertility in the middle age group (30-44) and a decrease in
lower age groups (15-29).

SRS R1E & 3Ta, anf & GRIeT AT F woteret e H Seelra WM IAT B, STgl AEAH 1Y
q9T (30-44) # Fotelel H Fefer 3R forerer 3mg &t (15-29) A Frae 3 B

e In 2011, Delhi’'s Age Specific Fertility Rate in the age group of 20-24 was 139.7,
which reduced to 65.4 in 2021.

2011 # feeelr hr 3mg fafirse woreret &T 20-24 g 97 & 139.7 A, S 2021 # gEHT 65.4

JEIE]

e Niharka Tripathi, an Assistant Professor of Sociology at a Delhi University college,
cited women'’s career priorities in their twenties and family planning after financial
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independence as reasons for the shift in the fertility cycle.
feeelr faeafacarerd & T el I GHTSTRIET S Tgre Iher fAgrRer Burd o et
o wAfemait S i 1 37 A FRI FY yrafAwar & 3R By Fadwar F 9 IRar

AT T Tk H SSod & HIOT & |

o “Additionally, inflation, nannies or childcare professionals’ fees, and education
expenses keep couples away from having more children,” said Ms. Tripathi.

“THF 37T, AEITE, 3= AT a1er S@HT Ay AT Sy By, 311 FRvew @ & 0T 9ty
3118 s AT TEd,” RUTST o FaTl

e Anju Sharma, an Accredited Social Health Activist in east Delhi, said she had
observed that couples prefer one child due to limited earnings.

377 AT, Yt fereelt T Ueh ATearalr ure ATATTSeh FTarEey Hrdehd o dgl foh Segiat aWT §

o AT 3T & FROT Ui Tk & F21T W1 949G FJ & |

e “Several women in my locality say that they have one child as they want to give the
best care, rather than having two or three children and struggling with expenses,”
said Ms. Sharma.

“FX SclTeh S g ATGATT Shgcll & 1oh I U &1 aodT SATAIT IW T § FAiTeh I 38 T T
AQHTS ST ATECT &, T 38 [ &Y AT efiet = 81 R T4t § S[giew us,” AT o FaT|

e However, Dr. Shama Batra, a gynaecologist at Patel Hospital in Laxmi Nagar, cited
infertility due to a sedentary lifestyle as a reason for the low TFR.

gTelifeh, ST. QAT &3, T AR FTUT T el 389drer i i a1 AT, F 38 @t

Shtaerdtell & FROT SS9 T HHA TFR HT HROT TAAT|

e “Polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS), infertility due to sedentary lifestyle, long
working hours and higher intake of junk food are now common in cities,” said Dr.
Batra.

7. 97 o gT, “drefA e 3itadl AEH (PCOS), 38 WwWa Y Shaerdteh, oa wrf ge 31k
S B3 & Hf8e AaeT A g aTell SIS+ 319 A H 3TH g1 AT 1"

e Another gynaecologist, Dr. Surbhi Singh, who works in a private clinic, noted that
stress and pollution, common in cities like Delhi, are also a cause for PCOS.

Teh 370 Sl AT faQ=, 3T, FIA i, St veh 4ol Fetfereh & ik €, =¥ el foh ool
ST 2R 3 3T Aetra 3HR wgqwor $ff PCOS & &HRUT R |

e ‘“Inrecent years, | have noticed many young couples aspiring towards the trend of
having no kids primarily due to inflation or infertility,” Dr. Surbhi added.

“gTer 3 gt 3 He¥ 2@ ¥ o S gar gufar aed 7 T@e i ugfy A 3R s @ E, qEEa:
HATEHI AT FMSTYeT & HROT,” 3T, G & s
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Kaleshwaram commission
summons KCR, ex-Ministers

They have been asked to appear before the inquiry commission in the first and second week of

June; panel, whose term was extended seven times, is expected to submit its report in July

|GS Paper I: Geography

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

he Justice Pinaki
T Chandra Ghose
Commission of In-

quiry has sent notices to
former Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekhar Rao and
former Ministers T. Harish
Rao and Eatala Rajender.
The commission was in-
stituted by the Telangana
government for inquiring
into alleged irregularities
in the construction of the
Medigadda, Annaram and
Sundilla barrages of the Ka-
leshwaram project.
According to sources,
the former Chief Minister
and the former Ministers
were asked to appear be-
fore the commission on
June 5, 6 and 9, respective-

Under scrutiny: Irregularities have been alleged in the construction
of barrages of the Kaleshwaram project. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ly, for their examination
over the decisions pertain-
ing to the construction of
the three barrages.

Mr. Chandrashekhar
Rao was in charge of the Ir-
rigation portfolio from De-
cember 2018 to November

2023, while Mr. Harish Rao
was Minister for Irrigation
from June 2014 to Decem-
ber 2018. Similarly, Mr. Ra-
jender, now the BJP MP for
Malkajigiri, was the Fi-
nance Minister from June
2014 to December 2018.

Mr. Harish Rao also held
the Finance portfolio from
September 2019 to Novem-
ber 2023.

As the in-charge of the
Finance portfolio, Mr. Ra-
jender and Mr. Harish Rao
cleared the expenditure
bills pertaining to the Ka-
leshwaram project. Mr.
Chandrashekhar Rao too
was responsible for clear-
ing some expenditure bills
pertaining to the project as
the Finance portfolio
in-charge.

Report by July
The term of the commis-
sion was extended seven
times from its initial term
till June 30, 2024.

It is expected to submit
the report in the last week
of July.

Kaleshwaram Commission summons KCR, ex-Ministers

FTARTIH AT F FHIR R qF AT+ dora fma

The Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose Commission of Inquiry, which was
set up by the Telangana government to investigate irregularities in the
construction of the Medigadda, Annaram, and Sundilla barrages of
the Kaleshwaram project, has issued notices to former Chief Minister
K. Chandrashekhar Rao, and former Ministers T. Harish Rao and
Eatala Rajender.

AT TIFR EIRT FTREIH IRANSAAT & dgd AT, eI’ A 3R
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HeRedr st & fator # sfaafaaanst 6 = & foe afsa =t
Rereht =5 ai ST 3T A qF FAegws F. gada] U9 3K qF 7 & g
G T EeTelT TG 1 Aifew I fre &

As per sources, the commission has summoned these former leaders to appear on June
5, 6, and 9, respectively. They will be examined for decisions taken during the
construction of the three barrages.

AT o ITAR, 3TENT & 3oT G AA31T 1 5, 6 I 9 ST T sharer: U gled o [T clole
foram &1 95 qoaro diet Rt & fwfor & Faftd fore are ot @ e el

K. Chandrashekhar Rao held the Irrigation portfolio from December 2018 to
November 2023, while Harish Rao was the Irrigation Minister from June 2014 to
December 2018. Similarly, Eatala Rajender, who is now a BJP MP from Malkajgiri,
served as the Finance Minister during June 2014 to December 2018.

¥ TgAWT T o G 2018 @ AGaR 2023 doh FAATE FATT 7 TR HHTeT, STfeh gder
TG e 2014 ¥ GHaT 2018 T RS 7N | 8 e, Seren Wiy, ST 379 ACHEATRT &
HTSTIT WIWE &, & ST 2014 F RAaT 2018 Tk faw # & &9 & & foram|

Later, Harish Rao also held the Finance Ministry from September 2019 to November
2023. As Finance Ministers, both Rajender and Harish Rao had approved expenditure
bills for the Kaleshwaram project.

a1 &, g8er Ta & o RAGaw 2019 & Ad«X 2023 de f&a AT G3ren| Teig 3 gdrer
G, S o FTeeaTe TRASAT & Horerd 37 el 1 Hodr & o

Additionally, Chandrashekhar Rao, while in charge of the Finance portfolio, also
cleared some expenditure bills related to the project.

ST 37eIdT, TEAER T & STa Fae TAHTIT 7 37 THR THTT T, O Iogiel 8 57 IRAISTT
U IS F& =77 falt ar Hs{r &r o

The term of the commission, which was extended seven times, is now valid until June
30, 2024. The final report is expected in the last week of July.

AT T ShdehTel W IR ST 31T, 3R 319 TE 30 S 2024 e AL & | Saeh! Aifa#
Rea¥e Spem$ & sifaer gedre 7 e & G |

Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project (KLIP)
ey foree g ufersr (KLIP)

The Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project (KLIP) is one of the largest and most
ambitious multi-purpose irrigation projects in India.

et forwe fieg afaremr (KLIP) s s aad 7€t it g weeateniell agsevia s
gfreTen § § T 2
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e Itis located in the state of Telangana and aims to address water scarcity, boost
irrigation, provide drinking water, and support industrial needs.
IE TERTET T H ford € 3TN gwehT 3599 Tt Tehe hi g HAT, FHeng bl wrgran o, o 3 art st g e
3TN 3TtefiTeh STTavaeRaTell i queT 37 2
Basic Information
A AHRRT
e Project Name: Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project (KLIP)
TfEISTAT ST A Forw forde fierg afesEr (KLIP)
e State: Telangana
TS, ATHT
River Involved: Godavari River
warfere Tt MeTeRt &
e Starting Point: Medigadda (in Jayashankar Bhupalpally district)
urifirer fofg: afsmreeT (et yarerdeed fier #)
e Project Type: Lift Irrigation & Multi-purpose
TREAT 1 TR forwe fieg ik agaeyia
e Approved Year: 2016 (revised form)
iRt aw: 2016 (Hwmfa w9 #)
e Inauguration: June 2019
sgrea; w7 2019
e Estimated Cost: 280,000 crore+
grgutta @ 180,000 =g+
e Command Area: Over 18 lakh acres of farmland
wuT g 18 @ wehs @ sfie i iy
e States Benefited: Primarily Telangana
ATHTTSA T F&T Y § qerT=T
Purpose and Objectives
I IR e
e Irrigation: To irrigate over 18 lakh acres in 13 districts of Telangana.
g derTeT & 13 Toett 0 18 ra wehs @ ek A o6t R s
e Drinking Water Supply: To provide drinking water to Hyderabad and other towns.
i 3 Ut Y S FewraTg SR o Wl i i T aT SucTse T
e Industrial Use: Water supply for industrial corridors.
TR SUANT. Sftenfites HIRER & oY s S|
¢ Rejuvenation: Groundwater recharge and filling of tanks/lakes.
AT AT GAHROT S Ehi/FeAt shi w1l
e Drought-proofing: To reduce dependence on monsoons.
TET-Aferrer. AEA T
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Key Features
itc) g
e Liftirrigation system: Since much of Telangana is at a higher elevation, water is
lifted in stages using giant pumps.
ferre feag womret: =ifer detTT T iR WSS R 2, gaiare frener ddt i e ¥ S =l 7
FHUL ST AT 2
e Pumps and Power: Some of the largest pump houses in Asia are used. Example:
Gayatri Pump House (Package 8).
U 3 forereft: ufrar 3 vew 92 uv Al #§ ¥ F© 1 ST [T T 8] ISTeO: st U grse (YR 8))
Reservoirs and Barrages:
AT SR ST
e Medigadda Barrage
AfETgET A
e Annaram Barrage
T S
e Sundilla Barrage
RIECCIERE)
e Storage Reservoirs: Multiple reservoirs like Mallanna Sagar, Kondapochamma
Sagar, etc.
WERUT AATI . HeeA=IT AR, ShISTIETHT HTR 31 S8 63 A
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Fingerprint data of
the dead will not be
shared, says UIDAI

[GS Paper I: AAdhaar Identity

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

1t is impossible to compare
the fingerprints of a de-
ceased with the Aadhaar
database and provide de-
mographic information to
the police for the purpose
of ascertaining the identity
of a body, the Unique Iden-
tification Authority of In-
dia (UIDAI) has told the Ma-
dras High Court.

In a counter-affidavit
filed before Justice G.K.
llanthiraiyan, the UIDAI
said the Aadhaar (Targeted
Delivery of Financial and
other Subsidies, Benefits
and Services) Act, 2016 im-
poses severe restrictions
on sharing information.
Further, there were techn-
ological constraints in cull-
ing out information about
the dead, it added.

The submissions were
made in response to a cri-
minal writ petition filed by
the State of Tamil Nadu, re-
presented by a Deputy Su-
perintendent of Police of
Tindivanam sub-division in
Villupuram district, seek-
ing a direction to the UIDAI
to provide the demograph-
ic details of an unidentified
body using its fingerprints.

Union government se-
nior panel counsel K. Srini-
vasamurthy said the UIDAI
was a statutory body func-
tioning under the Union
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology
(MEITY). The objective of
the 2016 Aadhaar Act, as
amended in 2019, was to
empower residents of In-
dia with a unique identity
proof.

The UIDAI issues a 12-di-

-

The UIDAI says there are
technological constraints in
culling out information about
the dead using fingerprints. AFp

git Aadhaar number after a
person undergoes enrol-
ment by submitting demo-
graphic as well as biomet-
ric information. The prime
object of the Aadhaar Act
was to ensure targeted de-
livery of government subsi-
dies, benefits and services
to the beneficiaries, the
counsel said.

Strict confidentiality
He also submitted a coun-
ter-affidavit signed by Ul-
DAI Deputy Director Priya
Sreekumar, who asserted
that “Aadhaar number is
not used to track other ac-
tivities of the resident”,
and that Chapter VI of the
Aadhaar Act requires the
UIDAI to maintain strict
confidentiality with res-
pect to individual records.
Ms. Sreekumar pointed
out that Section 29(1) of the
Act categorically states that
no core biometric informa-
tion, collected or created
under the Act, should be
shared with anyone for any
reason whatsoever; or
used for any purpose other
than generation of Aad-
haar numbers and authen-
tication under the Act.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
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Fingerprint data of the dead will not be
shared, says UIDAI

UIDAI T FgeTT 8 foF sl & o fie 3er
HTSAT AET T SATTaM

e The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has
informed the Madras High Court that it is impossible to
compare the fingerprints of a deceased person with the
Aadhaar database to retrieve demographic information for
the purpose of identifying the body.

o AR faflrse ggare WfdsIor (VIDAI) & AT 3w
AT ! ST § fob fohdll Hol e & TThaRToie i 3mam
STETSH & Il el 3R STATT TR SRR YTl el
3GHG § ATfeh U T IgdTeT T ST T |

e This statement was made in a counter-affidavit submitted
before Justice G.K. llanthiraiyan, where UIDAI explained
that the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and
other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 2016
imposes strict restrictions on information sharing.

Ig ST FATIHfet S %, ST & HHeT GIR Toh STaTe
gAhaTAR A I 33T, TSEH UIDAI & T9se fohar foh 3R
e, 2016 (A 3iR 3T AfeasT, omer 3R qar3ft
e f3eliadl) ATRRT AT Het W F3 Ifaaer o9mar 2|

o UIDAI also mentioned that there are technological
limitations which make it difficult to extract any information
related to deceased persons.

UIDAI ¥ I1g 8ff aaram o oy safaraat @ Haftrd s o
SRR feehrerat 3 Wiz diame 8|

o These submissions were in response to a criminal writ
petition filed by the State of Tamil Nadu, represented by a
Deputy Superintendent of Police of the Tindivanam sub-
division in Villupuram district, seeking an order from the

court to direct UIDAI to provide demographic details of an
unidentified body using its fingerprints.

¥ Gollel AfAATg TST GaRT SR Uh AT Re aRH &
Stare # & a1$ o, forae Rqeqs o & fiftaaw sv-sza &
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gfers saTeflatss =1 3reTeid & 3R foharr a1 & UIDAI &I fieRfle & ATedsr & v srara
AT T TAATEIH SATABRY eIl FHlaA 1 fAcer fear se|

e According to K. Srinivasamurthy, senior panel counsel for the Union government,
UIDAI is a statutory authority operating under the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MEITY).

e He added that the purpose of the 2016 Aadhaar Act, which was amended in 2019, is to
provide Indian residents with a unique identification number.

o FF AFR & IS I7eT Hfeaerar &. AAfarasfed & 37aR UIDAI w denfas wiftraor §
ST gaiaeiaed AR ga= e #arad (MEITY) & 3ideTd H1 Fdr ol
o 3ogiel garT i 2016 F1 3TUR sffATA, 5/ 2019 & FNfRra forar s/ 41, #3652

W rarfaat ) v fRflrse ggare §EdT e e B

o UIDAI provides a 12-digit Aadhaar number after collecting both demographic and
biometric data from the applicant during enrolment.

e The main purpose of Aadhaar is to ensure the targeted delivery of government
subsidies, benefits, and services to eligible beneficiaries.

o UIDAI ATHT & &RTeT 3Tdcahdl & AARTEI I 3T aRaAfReF 3e1 urcd Hitet & 91¢ Th
12-37eT Y TR FEAT T&Tod HIT ¢ |

o 3MTUR T {EY 36T Ig GIATIT FT & o Frawit afewst, amer 3 Faw sqgaa
Nt o Al F & 98|

e In a counter-affidavit signed by UIDAI Deputy Director Priya Sreekumar, it was
emphasized that the Aadhaar number is not used to track other activities of the
resident.

e She pointed out that Chapter VI of the Aadhaar Act obliges UIDAI to maintain strict
confidentiality of personal records.

UIDAI T 39 fargersh ram sl AR 2Ry gecieiRd STarl gerharat & I8 T9se fohar arm i
frareY ¥ =7 Afafaft) F1 3 Fa F T ITUR T&=T FT 3GANT AL AT ST

o i Ig ot AT i ITUR RIS F7 31w VI UIDAI 1 s fFaerd Reis 6 w3t
MIANIAT TATT T F fT I1ET aar B

o She further noted that Section 29(1) of the Aadhaar Act categorically states that core
biometric information, once collected or generated under the Act, shall not be shared
with anyone for any reason, nor shall it be used for any purpose other than the
generation of Aadhaar numbers and authentication.

3giel 31T 9T foh 3R AT Y RT 29(1) H Ig TISC FT F gl AT & f&h
HRATA & 3 v a1 A & 978 o SAaAfeF sl fnelt of wror & el &
AT GISAT 78T Y ST Gahvell, 31N SHHT TR Shdel TR FEAT Ic¥ee Hler A FATONTHIOT
& ToIT €Y foFam ST et 81
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A tragedy recorded for posterity: inscription near
temple in Kamataka lists drought deaths in 1539

|GS Paper I: A&C

R. Krishna Kumar
MYSURU

A sculptural inscription
discovered near the Chan-
drashekara temple at Gut-

tala in Haveri district of

Karnataka has document-
ed the death of 6,307 peo-
ple due to drought in the
local area, making it the
first such historical record
of a humanitarian disaster
caused by a natural calam-
ity in India.

The discovery has been
hailed as a significant addi-
tion to India’s epigraphic
heritage. The inscription is
dated Saka 1461, Vikari,
Bhadrapada su.5, which
corresponds to August 18,
1539 CE, according to K.
Munirathnam Reddy, Di-

rector, Epigraphy, Archae-
ological Survey of India
(ASI).

In Kannada language

He said the inscription is in
the Kannada language and
script, and it solemnly re-
cords the tragedy, marking
it as one of the large-scale
natural calamities docu-
mented epigraphically in
Indian history.

The text, inscribed on a
stone slab, states that
6,307 people had perished
due to bara or drought. It
notes that their bodies
were buried by Marulaih
Odeya, son of Nanideva
Odeya of Guttavalala, by
carrying them in baskets
for the merit of Timmarasa
Svami, the ruler of the

seeme (a territorial divi-
sion), after paying obei-
sance to the feet of god Ba-
saveshwara. The
inscription is accompanied
by a sculpture depicting a
person — ostensibly Maru-
laih Odeya - carrying a
basket containing two or
three bodies on his head.
Mr. Munirathnam de-
scribed the findings as a
landmark, as the inscrip-
tion is rare and explicitly
documents the human toll
of drought. Inscriptions
such as the one at Guttala
provide an insight into the
socio-economic conditions
that prevailed during his-
torical periods, and these
are often absent in literary
texts. Through compara-
tive studies, it may even be

The 16th century sculptural

inscription found in Karnataka.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

possible to understand
how communities coped
with such calamities, he
said.

A broader study of simi-

lar inscriptions across re-
gions and periods can dee-
pen our understanding of
the historical impact of
natural calamities and the
responses they evoked, ac-
cording to Mr. Munirath-
nam.

He said it could also
help researchers trace cli-
matic patterns, while scho-
lars might uncover details
of administrative action or
demographic changes
based on such records.

The epigraphy branch
of the ASI, discovered and
copied over 1,000 inscrip-
tions from the length and
breadth of India, including
in deep jungles during
2024-25. This year, more
than 100 inscriptions have
been discovered so far.

A tragedy recorded for posterity: inscription near temple in
Karnataka lists drought deaths in 1539

AT & TAT gof T TS T ATHEY: FeATeHd & AGI & IH &
faremer@ # 1539 # 4@ ¥ g% #idl F1 3ea@

e A sculptural inscription discovered near the Chandrashekara temple at Guttala in

Haveri district of Karnataka has documented the death of 6,307 people due to

drought in the local area, making it the first such historical record of a

humanitarian disaster caused by a natural calamity in India.
e The discovery has been hailed as a significant addition to India’s epigraphic

heritage.

e The inscription is dated Saka 1461, Vikari, Bhadrapada su.5, which corresponds

to August 18, 1539 CE, according to K. Munirathnam Reddy, Director, Epigraphy,

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI).
o elice o T 7ol & el H EUd TR HieT & ur Teh RIcugerd Ricera @iet

T8, TTEH T 817 7 g & HROT 6,307 A T Hcg &of B
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o Ig R # oY TTehfceh 3MTIeT & g3 Hlefa G T gl AT UfeTRaeh eecdst Hiell S
wIEl

o 3T T P HRA T HHAGRT TR F TF AT ARG & &9 7 G&T o W@ &1 T§
TRIGTeIE 2Tk 1461, TaehRY, HIGUS el ToHY FI 3ifehd &, ST 18 31T 1539 ST & 3HeT&T
€, ST o TR RIcTed HIETUT (ASI) & T fAdersh &. HNAH 1581 & adr|

e He said the inscription is in the Kannada language and script, and it solemnly records
the tragedy, marking it as one of the large-scale natural calamities documented
epigraphically in Indian history.

e The text, inscribed on a stone slab, states that 6,307 people had perished due to bara
or drought. It notes that their bodies were buried by Marulaih Odeya, son of Nanideva
Odeya of Guttavalala, by carrying them in baskets for the merit of Timmarasa Svami,
the ruler of the seeme (a territorial division), after paying obeisance to the feet of god
Basaveshwara.

o 3cgia sel o Ig RicTew Feers omer 3k A 7 8 3R sud sq Ty A iR s A gor
foram o €, o I8 R sfaere # Riemerat & Areas @ &5 A 78 798 99 wiFfaF
ITIET3Ht H F UF §eF AT g

o YT HY IERFT W S $H ol H ool & foh 6,307 AT aRT AT F@T o HROT A 1T F| o1
Qe T IETTATET o Aferadl HISAT & IF ATelg AT 1 EFAREAT FaTHT (ST 38 WY &1 &
A q) & qug & foIw SFREAT F ST ghardr, 3R ST Ugel 35t HIrarT JHaeay &
TROTE 3 e 3 #

e The inscription is accompanied by a sculpture depicting a person — presumably
Marulaih Odeya — carrying a basket containing two or three bodies on his head.

e Mr. Munirathnam described the findings as a landmark, as the inscription is rare and
explicitly documents the human toll of drought.

¢ Inscriptions such as the one at Guttala provide valuable insight into the socio-

economic conditions that prevailed during historical periods, and these are often
absent in literary texts.

o 39 RIcTerE & Ty T At o §, O v caferd — Fead: Avels 3SAT — & 39 R
IR &Y AT clieT erat § 31 AR 3370 g fermrar A |

o AN AR A 5H TioT 1 Toh Wagrfas svaferr sarar, Fifes T8 Riore gerer & 3R
$UH @ ¥ §§ AT 411 7 T 3oord ¢

o T[EEAT SN RIeTew g 30 Ty i arenfore-anfis Rufaat & S & 8, 3 s
aifefeas @t 7 =16 Aerdh

e Through comparative studies, it may even be possible to understand how
communities coped with such calamities, he said.

e A broader study of similar inscriptions across regions and periods can deepen our

understanding of the historical impact of natural calamities and the responses they
evoked.
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He said it could also help researchers trace climatic patterns, while scholars might
uncover details of administrative action or demographic changes based on such
records.

3eeiot I Y gl foh JelalTcats HEIA & HILTH & Ig HASAT T &1 Tohell & 1o 39
A T STASIAT AT FHETT T ITaersit & A foged o

fafdest &=t 3R Frer@st 7 T8 RiaTera’ T AT HeTAT I § §H THias TIETsi &
e i AR 37 W g3 wfafhanst & 1ews @ aae e g 8

Ig AUl T STerary Jeet 1 Tl ST H FHeg Y Hehell o, R TAG@T=l &l 37 aEclrdoil
& YR T TRITATAS FRATRAT I AAHEAT IRade! & TR F STAPRI B Tahcll 8

The epigraphy branch of the ASI discovered and copied over 1,000 inscriptions from
across India, including in deep jungles, during the year 2024-25. This year, more than
100 inscriptions have been discovered so far.

AS| FY FFAT ATET 7 a¥ 2024-25 FH R AR F, Tg1 deh o wet Sieralt 4 877 1,000 F
3O Rramer@t Fr @ier 3R gfafafd IR T &1 5T a¥ 319 a6 100 § 31faF Remew @
ST gH ¢

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1.

2.

Diplomatic Outreach Visits Begin Today

AT HIF AT AT A Y

New Wagf Law ‘Creeping Acquisition’ of Property,
Petitioners Argue in SC

T IFF FIefer wutar 1 e srferargor uftkar &,
ATRAFTRATHT A GHA FIE F a 7w

Pakistan Govt. promotes Army chief General Munir to
Field Marshal for ‘defeating enemy

HIA & T-EATH T FI g T AIFRTATT THR & JeAT T @
eIl HAR I $hIes AR F Ug T Jelead fhaT

Kerala moves top court against Wagf Act amendments

I fafATH FAreaT & [T HId S Fafed =TT &7
9 fhar
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5. HC seeks MP’s view in defamation case

HATTETT ATHS 3 815 ¢ & Gi¥e U STa1d A9

6. SC makes three years’ legal practice mandatory to apply
for judicial service

=1 Qa1 & fT 3mage # e aui fr FrpE dfFew
Irferard: gt w1

7. How the Trump administration aims to contain China’s
Al industry

€T YATH AT Y TS 34T HI ARG F3a 1 & =

FT BT &

8. Trade Diplomacy: On India-Bangladesh Trade-Related
Tensions

AR FeaAlfal: HRA-TTATeLr SAIR Faefl Tora
9. Pakistan Army chief General Asim Munir promoted as
Field Marshal

TIfREdTe Well T STeilel ATRAA HFAT FI thies AR F Ig
W Yeleeld T arar

10. Sudan Army begins operation to oust RSF from
outskirts of capital

ST BT o AT & a1 $olTeh § IRCHTE Hi 1ot F
forT Jrferamer o v
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Diplomatic Outreach Visits Begin Today

Diplomatic outreach visits begin today

I Three multi-party delegations will start their
journey today and tomorrow, says Ministry

S Paper II: Diplomac;

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

he first three multi-
T party delegations
to  international

capitals to brief global
community about Opera-
tion Sindoor will start their
journey on Wednesday
and Thursday, the Ministry
of External Affairs said on
Tuesday.

The delegations, over
the next fortnight, will
highlight that cross-border
terrorism from Pakistan
continues to be a major dis-
ruptor for India while pre-
senting the Indian doctrine
of zero tolerance of terror,
according to veteran diplo-
mat Syed Akbaruddin, who
is part of the diplomatic
outreach effort.

“In various countries of

the world, the salience of
terrorism over the past two
decades has gone down as
they are prioritising other
issues. For example, for
some countries, T stands
for tariff but for us in India,
T also stands for terrorism
because over several de-
cades now, cross-border
terrorism from Pakistan
has been a challenge to our
social harmony and deve-
lopmental goals,” said Mr.
Akbaruddin, who will visit
Egypt, Qatar, Ethiopia, and
South Africa between May
24 and June 1, along with
eight MPs in a delegation
led by Suprya Sule of the
NCP (SCP).

The first three teams
that will leave during Wed-
nesday and Thursday were
briefed by Foreign Secre-
tary Vikram Misri on Tues-

They will highlight cross-border terror from Pakistan
while presenting India’s doctrine of zero tolerance

Aunited A
front 5’
The multi-party >

delegations are = The group
expected tomeet  led by Janata
government Dal (United)
functionaries, leader Sanjay
including Jhawill visit
Ministers, think. Indonesia,
Republic of
tanks and media
during their visits e Japan,
during N Malaysia, and

to foreign capitals  singapore

day. These three teams will
also visit Japan, Republic of
Korea, Singapore, Indone-
sia, Malaysia, the United
Arab Emirates, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Sierra
Leone, Liberia, Russia, Slo-
venia, Greece, Latvia, and
Spain. The other four
teams will start their jour-
ney during May 23 to 25.

® The team = The
headedby delegation
Shrikant led by DMK

Shinde of Shiv  leader

Sena will visit  Kanimozhi
UAE, Liberia,  isset tovisit
Democratic  Russia, Spain,
Republicof  Greece,
Congo,and  Slovenia, and
Sierraleone  Latvia

BJP MP Aparajita Saran-
gi said that apart from the
members of the UN Securi-
ty Council, five other coun-
tries have been selected
that will become members
of the UNSC in the coming
days. “So, representatives
are going to over 25 na-
tions...This is our message
that India stands united

ST HYF AT AT A YE

Three multi-party delegations will begin their journey on Wednesday
and Thursday, as announced by the Ministry of External Affairs.

dfier ageelra gfafaftsize aroelt amm guar 3R IFarR # g& H39, a1 s
faeer #aTeT A giyom #r

e These delegations are part of a diplomatic campaign to brief the global community about

Operation Sindoor.

Trinamool, Sena (UBT) relent

The Hindu Bureau
DELHI/KOLKATA

The Trinamool Congress
and the Shiv Sena (UBT)
have changed their stance
on nomination of their
MPs to the diplomatic
teams after Union Minister
Kiren Rijiju reached out to

against terrorism,” said Ms.
Sarangi.

“Proxy war”

“We will be interacting
with a cross-section of peo-
ple there like the principal
state actors, ministers,
members of Parliament,
academicians. These
would be general meetings

the party leaders on
Tuesday. The Trinamool
has named Abhishek
Banerjee in place of Yusuf
Pathan, while the Sena has
endorsed Priyanka
Chaturvedi.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGES

set on the general back-
ground of Indo-Pak issues
and the terror being ex-
ported to India from Pakis-
tan,” said CPI(M) MP John
Brittas, who will be part of
the delegation being led by
Sanjay Kumar Jha of the Ja-
nata Dal (United). This de-
legation will start its tour in
Japan on May 22 and then

The teams will visit countries such as Japan, South
Korea, Singapore, Malaysia, DRC, and the UAE

proceed to visit the Repu
blic of Korea, Singapore,
Indonesia, ending with
Malaysia.

Speaking to the media,
Mr. Jha said the focus ol
their campaign would be
on the involvement of the
Pakistan state and military
in the terror attacks against
India. “Pakistan State anc
Pakistan Army are both in
volved in this. This was
done like a proxy wa
against India,” said Mr. Jha

The government hac
constituted seven groups
consisting of 51 MPs from
various political parties tc
project a united nationa
front before the world
community while briefing
them about Operation Sin
door that targeted nine ter
ror hubs in Pakistan in res
ponse to Pahalgam attack.

3 glafafase 3favere R & IR # AR GHerT S SRt o & T Teh Tofel e

37T T REaT

e Over the next fortnight, they will highlight the issue of cross-border terrorism from
Pakistan and present India’s doctrine of zero tolerance to terrorism.

31arel dgg ot 7, & wifdhearer § et arel AT IR TG S Hegl 39PR Hiar AR
HIcT T e AIFSOLAT b1 [Heric FETl haT |

e Veteran diplomat Syed Akbaruddin, part of this outreach effort, stressed that in many
countries terrorism is no longer a top concern, but for India it remains a critical issue.
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S8 €U AU T G aiss Uil JAG JFaTEEIT o S Gl gl Toh s Gt 7

319 3Tcishare Y@ FRIAT ST 16T 8, AfeheT 9T & AT g 3190 off vk iR agean 21
e He said for some countries "T" stands for tariff, but for India it also stands for terrorism,
which has long affected India's social harmony and developmental goals.

3egiot gl foh o G2t o frT "T" 7 3787 SR g &, Afehet HRA & TAIT 8R! AT
ITdeRarg o glaT &, fSae o9 AT @ IR & FraTfore Iaadr 3R fAeracAs a8t i
gafad fFar g1

e  Mr. Akbaruddin will visit Egypt, Qatar, Ethiopia, and South Africa between May 24
and June 1, along with eight MPs led by Supriya Sule of the NCP (SCP).

AT 3raEedlel 24 AS W 1 51 & o Ay, wer, SRR 3ix gfaror anfre & alr w39,
3eTeh ATy T (TaeTd) T GRT FoF & Accd # 316 @S o giat|

First Delegations and Travel Schedule

guH yfafafadse 3t am FisA

e The first three delegations leaving on Wednesday and Thursday were briefed by
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri on Tuesday.

Harerar o fader wfrg faseer Tl & qear 3tk TaR &1 1are g arel ggel e
BIGICIBEECIET R ICEA Rl

e These delegations will visit countries including Japan, Republic of Korea, Singapore,
Indonesia, Malaysia, UAE, DRC, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Russia, Slovenia, Greece,
Latvia, and Spain.

I gt fRAse ST, gféror Fifar, g, gsafran, s, ges, Semd, o
foraer, amgafan, v, Feafaa, o, arafaar sk w3 Sia rit 1 gRr |

e The remaining four teams will begin their journey between May 23 and 25.

AV TR EF HYT AT 23 AS & 25 A o ey Y& Hiaf|

UNSC Membership and Global Engagement
TYF TS &t IRYE FeeTd1 3 4T+ quh

e BJP MP Aparajita Sarangi said that apart from the current members of the UN
Security Council, five more countries which will soon become members have also
been selected.

HTSTIT WiHE AFSTT TR & g1 o TYFar o &t IRwe & TAATH HeE T & 3Helra,
9T 31+ &2, ST STeg, &f 96y delat arol g, o gafad fohw arw )

e Representatives are visiting more than 25 nations, delivering a united message that
India stands against terrorism.
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wfafafer 25 & arftre et 7 o7 @ € 3R 75 Ggad €8 2 @ € o 9Ra adwarg & frars
THIE ¥

Focus on Pakistan’s Role in Terrorism
ITAHarg A aifrEare $r i o Fea

o CPI(M) MP John Brittas, part of the delegation led by JD(U) MP Sanjay Kumar Jha,
said they will interact with a range of stakeholders including ministers, MPs,
academicians.

TS (ve) Fiwe SAter frer, S LY WHG WoIT FAR AT o wicjed arel FldTATHS &
g, o g1 T 7 AT, el ik Rranfae) afed Affe Raures & sa=ha &)

e The discussions will focus on Indo-Pak issues and terrorism exported to India from
Pakistan.

TT STRA-9Th HGET 3R qIfFEareT @ 0Ra # S 5171 3§ ATdharg T hiod g
e Mr. Jha emphasized that both the Pakistan State and Army are involved in the terror
attacks against India, describing it as a form of proxy war.

A 3T A SR I gl foh IIfehTdTalt Tog AR VAT 1T TR I AT gHal 3 A g,
3R 38 yierd Jau 1 &9 T

Operation Sindoor and National Unity
sireeret gy 3R I vaHar

e The government has constituted seven groups comprising 51 MPs from various
political parties to present a united national front before the world.

AR o e Terelifas gal & 51 ArEaT I AT AT gl ol o+ fhar g, difeh
g o ATHA Teh Tehofe TSET Fa®T 92T ohaT ST Ah |

e The delegations will brief foreign countries about Operation Sindoor, which targeted
nine terror hubs in Pakistan in response to the Pahalgam attack.

I yfafAfRser fadel s sifaert Rigy & aR F SR &3, foraet ggermmT gae & Sfard
# qifREdre & &t 3Tdward) fS&ET & fFArar s 3= am|
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New Wwaqf law ‘creeping
acquisition’ of property,
petitioners argue in SC

ISsS Paper 11: Wagf Law

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Countering the Supreme
Court’s observation that a
parliamentary statute like
the Waqgqf (Amendment)
Act, 2025 enjoys a pre-
sumption of constitutional-
ity, petitioners on Tuesday
termed the new law a
“creeping acquisition” of
Wagqf properties owned by
the Muslim community,
the largest religious minor-
ity group in India.

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India B.R. Gavai and Jus-
tice Augustine George Ma-
sih heard petitioners for a
full day on their plea for an
interim order to stay the
implementation of the
2025 Act, which came into
force on April 8. “Today,
you [petitioners] are only
arguing for interim relief.
You have to make a strong
case for interim relief. The
presumption in favour of a
parliamentary law is that
of constitutionality,” Chief
Justice Gavai said, address-
ing senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, the lead coumnsel for
the petitioners.

Mr. Sibal said a pre-
sumption of constitutional-
ity could be rebutted if a
prima facie breach was
shown. The court could in-
tervene and stay the law in
public interest if its execu-
tion caused irreparable in-
jury, he said.

‘Ruse for acquisition”
“The 2025 amendments
are a ruse to capture
Wagqfs. Property can be ac-
quired by the government
through a legislative diktat,
that too without payment
of compensation, which is
usual in cases of acquisi-
tion. These amendments
directly encroach on a mi-
nority community’s rights
under Article 25 [freedom
of religion],” Mr. Sibal
submitted.

The senior lawyer noted

Q You have

to make
a strong case for inter-
im relief. The pre-
sumption in favour of
a parliamentary law is
thart of constitu-
tionality
B.R. GAVAI

Chief Justice
of India

Q The 2025
amendments...
directly encroach on a
minority community’s
rights under Article 25
[freedom of religion]

KAPIL
SIBAL
Advocate
for
petitioners

how Section 3C of the 2025
Act gave free rein to any
encroacher to start a dis-
pute.

The inquiry into the dis-
pute would be conducted
by a designated officer,
who is a government ser-
vant or an “agent of the go-
vernment”.

There is no timeline or
procedure prescribed for
the inquiry in the Act. A
dispute over even a frag-
ment of the land would
freeze the Waqf status of
the entire property, Mr. Si-
bal noted.

“This means existing us-
es of the property, wheth-
er it be for schools, hospi-
tals, burial, community
centres etc., would have to
immediately cease. There
is also no restriction on de-
molition or on the govern-
ment creating irreversible
third-party rights in such
properties during the in-
quiry period. The govern-
ment can unilaterally
deem a property as non-
‘Wagqf,” Mr. Sibal submitted.

He referred to the “sub-
ordination” of Muslim
members in Waqgf adminis-
trative bodies by including
non-Muslims in them. He
pointed out that no other
religious endowments,
Hindu or Sikh, allowed
room for people of other
faiths to run their temples
or gurdwaras.

Mr. Sibal pointed out
that a Waqgf property, once
declared a protected mon-
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ument or area under the
Ancient Monuments Pre-
servation Act, 1904 or the
Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958, would
become void as a Waqf un-
der Section 3D of the 2025
Act.

Senior advocate A.M.
Singhvi argued that this
“super-imposing” of an-
cient monument laws on
religious Waqfs would have
a ripple effect on the pro-
tection given to them un-
der the Places of Worship
Act, 1991.

Unregistered Waqfs

He submitted that half of
the country’s eight lakh
Waqfs are unregistered
Wagqfs-by-user, which have
been effectively inwvalidat-
ed by the 2025 Act as they
have been barred from ap-
proaching court. Many of
these age-old Waqfs have
no documents or deeds to
support their identity,
though they have been
used for charitable and re-
ligious purposes for centu-
ries, he said.

Mr. Singhvi alleged that
the government’s claim of
a 116% “explosion™ in Waqf
properties from 2013 to
2024 was intended to pre-
judice the court.

The Centre is expected
to begin its counter-argu-
ments today.

KERALA MOVES SC
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o1 aF% FHiefet e Fr el srfargor uikar 2, fRwmrarst @ gha #1E
A a fe

. Inthe Supreme Court, petitioners have challenged the Waqf
(Amendment) Act, 2025, calling it a form of "creeping acquisition”
of Wagf properties, which are predominantly owned by the Muslim
community, the largest religious minority in India.

o GOA B F AARRAHT F g (W) FfAfATe, 2025 F A T R, ¥ 3w
aoth Fafeat 1 " oA Arftargor R AT &, S AT AIFerd FHEH, S R T Tad
371 41fH® FeuuEqs ¢, F Tarfaca # &

e The court noted that a parliamentary law is presumed to be constitutional, and the

Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai, along with Justice Augustine George Masih,
heard the matter on a petition for interim relief on Tuesday.

o PIE 7 gl b WHERT FIefeT oh! WA HIGAT STl & | $H HIH hT FoAdTs FET wATATENer
.M. Tras 3N i stafeee sitst AT  Frerar 1 aR# Wea S Arfed W H|

e Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for the petitioners, argued that this
presumption can be challenged if there is prima facie evidence of constitutional
violation. He said the court can stay the law if its enforcement causes irreparable harm
to public interest.

o AR ftrawFdr HA Rysae, S ATRIHRATAT A 3 T IRIEY, F a e o afe
HAfash SeoT T TUH GCAT TATOT &1 oY $H IeTHTT T FeAlcll & ST Fehell &1 Srgial el
T afe FIefet & FrRiTeads A 3o a1fay BIc 8, oY 3rarerd 38 fafae sy wendh &1

e Mr. Sibal called the 2025 amendments a mere pretext for the government to take over
Wagqf properties without any compensation, which violates the minority community's
rights under Article 25 of the Constitution, ensuring freedom of religion.

A frsarel o et T 2025 F WIS sharel gt HOTrAT 1 fe F3mraa e Fear #3a &1
TETAT &, S WU & IHeTedq 25 & dg UfeTa FaadT o IfUFR HT Seoited HIdl ol

e He pointed out that Section 3C of the new law allows any encroacher to raise a
dispute, which will then be investigated by a government officer or government agent,
without any time limit or fixed procedure. A dispute on even a small part of the land
can result in the entire property losing its Wagf status.

3eg 1o ST o 7T Flsfet T €RT 3C e Y Feamermdy 3t farg 3o/ &t 3egAfa & &,
ST S v TR SRS R I7 SFRT Tole ganT $r Seel, 3R saH Fi§ gaEgdEar ar
fafRaa uftrar 767 &1 o7 & ot @ R W fdarg g= & off f wufer &1 99 gaif gaca

& Tt 8|
« This would mean that schools, hospitals, burial grounds, or community centers operating
on Wagf land would have to shut down immediately. There are no safeguards against
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demolition, and the government can create irreversible third-party rights during the
inquiry.

SHHT Hceld gIaT foh deFth YTl TR HeTfelcl T, TS, hisecilel AT WIHETA Shal dr
AT §G AT BT | NSRS & AT hls FI&T 167 ¢, IR THR o & GRIeT
IrIRFAAT Flr-vatr HUFR o1 T B

e Mr. Sibal also criticized the inclusion of non-Muslims in Wagf boards, arguing that
Hindu and Sikh religious bodies do not allow outsiders in the management of their
temples or gurdwaras.

A fBeael o g a1St & A-FRAT 1 TR el T HTelraa %W?ﬁ?%{}m
e enffier GeuTd 3raer AR I1 Teart & et H 3o et F o oy A e
Hr|

e He also raised the issue of Section 3D, under which any Waqf property that is declared

a protected monument under the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 1904 or the
1958 Act, would lose its Waqf identity.

3ol &RT 3D & 3T 3eor@ fohaT, e dgd Ife ol aah AUt T YTdieT FTHARS TIT0T
fafaaa, 1904 a1 1958 fAfawd & dgd wXf@d TARS 9if¥d X &A1 1T, df a8 99%
wufer A1 A SITwaft|

e Senior advocate A.M. Singhvi said that applying these monument laws to Wagf lands
could undermine their protection under the Places of Worship Act, 1991.

aftss srftraerar v.oa. Rigdt &7 &g {3 37 TARE Flefsil ol gah H{fH W 6] e A T

Tt AT, 1991 & dgd 3o TRl dTel HIBT FHASANR & Tahd! £l

e Mr. Singhvi added that around 4 lakh out of 8 lakh Waqfs in India are unregistered
Wagqfs-by-user, which have been excluded from the court's protection under the 2025
Act. Many such Waqfs have no documentation, though they have been in religious
use for centuries.

=Y FAadY ¥ T foh IR & 97997 8 TG 9% H T 4 T 96 0 § 5 3T & 3R
T T SSieor & a9 8, oo 2025 Hfafrasr & ded srarera $r geam @ afa w1 igar
AT §| STH A s dFH & ITH IS GEATAST AT ¢, oifeheT 3 FfeAT T e sgater & &

e He also alleged that the government’s claim of a 116% rise in Waqf properties from
2013 to 2024 was being used to influence the court.

3egiel Ig $1 3T ST foh TR T 2013 & 2024 & o dFth HUIAT H 116% T gafer
ol STdT HETerd Y FoTfad Fa & farw fonar aram &

e The Centre is expected to present its counter-arguments in the next hearing.

F% TIHEN 3970 GoAaTS 3 379 Fardt aqd e Heaf|
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Pakistan govt. promotes Army chief General
Munir to Field Marshal for ‘defeating enemy’

[GS Paper II: India-Pakistan |

Press Trust of India
ISLAMABAD

The Pakistan government
on Tuesday decided to pro-
mote Army chief General
Asim Munir to the rank of
Field Marshal for his role in
the recent conflict with In-
dia, making him the se-
cond top military officer in
the country’s history to be
elevated to the position.

The decision to promote
Gen. Munir was taken at a
Cabinet meeting chaired
by Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, according to an offi-
cial statement.

Gen. Munir is the first
Army General since Gener-
al Ayub Khan to be elevat-
ed to the highest military
rank in Pakistan.

General Khan was con-
ferred the rank of Field
Marshal in 1959.

“The Government of Pa-
kistan has approved the

Highest rank: Asim Munir coordinated the war strategy and efforts
of the armed forces in a comprehensive manner, says the PMO. AFp

promotion of Gen Asim
Munir  (Nishan-e-Imtiaz
Military) to the rank of
Field Marshal for ensuring
the security of the country
and defeating the enemy
based on the high strategy
and courageous leader-
ship,” the Prime Minister’s
office said.

Gen. Munir’s promotion
to the largely ceremonial

rank came over a week-
and-half after the Indian
and Pakistani militaries
reached an understanding
on cessation of military ac-
tions after four days of in-
tense hostilities.

Clashes with India

The Indian military has
been maintaining that Pa-
kistan pleaded for stopping

the military actions after
India hit eight military in-
stallations in Pakistan on
early May 10 in response to
Pakistan’s attempts to tar-
get Indian military bases.

The PMO said in the
statement that Gen. Munir
led the Army “with exem-
plary courage and determi-
nation and coordinated the
war strategy and efforts of
the armed forces in a com-
prehensive manner”.

In recognition of his
“outstanding” military lea-
dership, the Cabinet ap-
proved the Prime Minis-
ter’s proposal to promote
Gen. Munir to the rank of
Field Marshal, the state-
ment said.

The statement added
that Prime Minister Sheh-
baz met President Asif Ali
Zardari and took him into
confidence regarding this
decision.

It also said the govern-

ment unanimously decid-
ed to continue the services
of Air Chief Marshal Zahar
Ahmed Babar Sidhu after
his term ends.

“This is not a personal
achievement, but a tribute
to the armed forces and
the people of Pakistan,”
Gen. Munir said in a state-
ment released by the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR).

He extended thanks to
the Pakistan’s President,
Prime Minister, and the
federal cabinet for their
trust in him, emphasising
that the honour is a nation-
al trust that demands the
highest sacrifice.

General Munir, who
headed both powerful spy
agencies - the Inter-Servic-
es Intelligence (ISI) and the
Military Intelligence (MI) -
assumed charge as the Ar-
my chief in November
2022,

Pakistan Govt. promotes Army chief General Munir to Field
Marshal for ‘defeating enemy

R & TTATE e FT § W IR PR o W1 57@
ST HAR HY Bres AT F U¢ I Galeold fhaT

- The Pakistan government on Tuesday decided to promote Army
chief General Asim Munir to the rank of Field Marshal for his role in
the recent conflict with India, making him the second top military
officer in the country’s history to be elevated to the position.

* GITHEATA FIHR o HIAAR HI STeAlel A FHAR HT ETel &1 A 9T & A1y
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Y F 37T {fATT & fAT dFres AT F 9g W gglewtd Fa &1 ooty o,

@ 9 &or & 3faer # 39 98 o Tgae arel gat Y A7 HfAHR 71 1w

* The decision to promote Gen. Munir was taken at a Cabinet meeting chaired by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, according to an official statement.

-aﬁmﬁmw%w,u@ﬁﬁumam@ﬁw@m@mﬁ?mmﬁ
T arm|

» Gen. Munir is the first Army General since General Ayub Khan to be elevated to the highest
military rank in Pakistan.

* SToTel FAR ST IS @I o SE g Well Yo & Tl Iiecheclial & Hafed W3 7g W
YelesTet fopam aram ¥

* General Khan was conferred the rank of Field Marshal in 1959.
« SToRel 319 Wel &l 1959 H hres ATYer 1 &l 14T aram |

* “The Government of Pakistan has approved the promotion of Gen Asim Munir (Nishan-e-
Imtiaz Military) to the rank of Field Marshal for ensuring the security of the country and
defeating the enemy based on the high strategy and courageous leadership,” the Prime
Minister’s office said.

» TUTAHAT HTATCT 1 g, “TIfhecile] TIHR o A Y FL&TT FiARTT T 3N AT Y &0 &
T 3 qoreiifer 3R AT Aqea & 3TUR W Seiel 3l HAR (frener-v-sFaarsr Afad)
PYes AT & Ue I Talewtd el hl Hold &l o1”

* Gen. Munir's promotion to the largely ceremonial rank came over a week-and-half after the
Indian and Pakistani militaries reached an understanding on cessation of military actions after
four days of intense hostilities.

* STeel HAR 1 T5 wo@a: HTaia ug W deleald |1e TF gFa a1e 3TS 519 R 3R
qrfehEareT T Aar3it & IR et Y fig sr8ul & ¢ 47 FRAE d¢ FA W JgATS o715 |

Clashes with India
AR & 91 9uy¥

» The Indian military has been maintaining that Pakistan pleaded for stopping the military
actions after India hit eight military installations in Pakistan on early May 10 in response to
Pakistan’s attempts to target Indian military bases.

« AR BT T gl ¢ b TIfhEdreT o AR AT fSHET F AT Iaa H FARA2AY & 91 519
HR o 10 7S T Goig Tfehecllel o TS Ve fSTat ox goer fona, A arfeediet o Vo7 FRaTs
Ut Y TER TS |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page2 3



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

» The PMO said in the statement that Gen. Munir led the Army “with exemplary courage and
determination and coordinated the war strategy and efforts of the armed forces in a
comprehensive manner”.

» FUTAHAT AT 7 TT H gl o STollel HeAN o ITeI0McHF WeH 3R g HHed o Ty el
T wicjed TohaT IR FHAT alF { TATT dell T Jau WiHfr 3Ny Et 1 FH-a7 fhar|

* In recognition of his “outstanding” military leadership, the Cabinet approved the Prime
Minister’s proposal to promote Gen. Munir to the rank of Field Marshal, the statement said.

» 357 " 3cgpe” W Aqed 1 AT H FHiFeie o STolel AAR HT HIes AT & 9g TN Ileaid
el & TTAHAT & FEATT ol HST &, SATeT H gl 13T

* The statement added that Prime Minister Shehbaz met President Asif Ali Zardari and took
him into confidence regarding this decision.

» ST F gl AT fob TEMTAHHAT Qg = Iegafar AT el SIRERY & Hefrehld 1 AR 7 Aok
W 3o¢ faeard H feram|

« It also said the government unanimously decided to continue the services of Air Chief
Marshal Zahar Ahmed Babar Sidhu after his term ends.

- SHI Ig oY el AT P THR & GIEFATT U 0T forar & waw e Areler SRR 3redg ae}
fRreg 1 AaTd FRIHTT FATCT B & a1 #fY IRy el

* “This is not a personal achievement, but a tribute to the armed forces and the people of
Pakistan,” Gen. Munir said in a statement released by the Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR).

* STeilel HAR o geT-uidder afeds Ree® (ISPR) GaRT ST Ueh a141eT # g, “Ig 1S saqfaard
IUATSY LT &, SToh TG UTThEdTe T TAFT JATHAT 3T STerdr Y AT §1”

» He extended thanks to the Pakistan’s President, Prime Minister, and the federal cabinet
for their trust in him, emphasising that the honour is a national trust that demands the highest
sacrifice.

« 3giY UIfhEdTe & Iseufa, wurerest 3R T Hfaae 1 30 ) faara sa= & fow 3maR
cgad o 3R et o I8 oAt TS faear § St watea afegrer 1 7197 i g

» General Munir, who headed both powerful spy agencies - the Inter-Services Intelligence (I1SI)
and the Military Intelligence (MI) - assumed charge as the Army chief in November 2022.

» STl HeAR, Siegiet gex-wfdder sefosta (1s1) 3 fafadt sefesia (M1) Si9 2wt weage gitear
TSI &7 Sicfed f3haT AT, F AT 2022 7 AT T@ T HIAHN HATeT AT
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Kerala moves top
court against Waqf
Act amendments

IGS Paper II: FR 25 to 28 |
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Kerala has moved the Su-
preme Court to protect the
fundamental right of
“quite a large percentage
of Muslims” in the State to
manage their own religious
affairs while challenging
the provisions of the Waqgf
(Amendment) Act of 2025.

The State said the Mus-
lim population of Kerala
was wary of the conse-
quences of the 2025 Act on
their Waqgfs and Waqf
properties.

“They have got genuine
apprehension that imple-
mentation of the present
amendment Act would de-
ny them their fundamental
rights under the Constitu-
tion including Article 25;
and that the implementa-
tion would negate or alter
the nature and status of
Wagf and Wagf properties.
The State feels that the ap-
prehension of the Muslim
minority in Kerala that
they are discriminated
against in the matter of
right to manage religious
affairs, the waqgf and waqf
properties is genuine,” ad-
vocate C.K. Sasi submitted.

The State said it found
many of the provisions of
the amendment Act “high-
ly unjust and their consti-
tutional validity doubtful”.

Kerala said it wanted to
intervene in the Waqf chal-
lenge and sought its day in
court against the 2025 Act.

“The State is very much
interested in the outcome
of the case. The State has

A protest rally against the Wagf
Act in Kozhikode. K. RAGESH

got valid legal and constitu-
tional submissions to be
made before this court,”
the application said.

Kerala argued that once
a property becomes Wadf,
it would always be a Wagf.
“Nobody, including the
Wagf or his heirs, can alter
the nature of the proper-
ties involved in a Waqf af-
ter its creation. The new
provision would definitely
make the status of the ex-
isting waqgf uncertain/or al-
ter the nature of Waqf,” the
State noted.

“The main grievance
put forth by the Kerala
State Wagqf Board is that
the Joint Parliamentary
Committee did not visit the
State... The Kerala Waqf
Board is one of the best
working Boards in the
country as reported by the
JPC in 2013,” A. Haseeb,
the Chief Executive Officer
(in-charge) of the State’s
Wagf Board, noted.

Over a 100 petitions
were initially filed leading
the SC to convert the case
into a suo motu one.

Kerala moves top court against
Wagf Act amendments

I FAATa g« & f@are T
S gafed ~aTad &1 39 fhar

o Kerala has approached the Supreme Court to
safeguard the fundamental rights of a "large
percentage of Muslims" in the State to manage
their own religious affairs, while challenging certain
provisions of the Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025.

o The State expressed concern that the Muslim
population of Kerala fears the implications of the
2025 Act on their Wagfs and Waqf properties.

o oA A Ao H "I a5 FE&AT H HHAAA &
319 fHeh AT T YL et & ol JTAHRT
I & & o gafea e 1 3@ fRar g 3
2025 & g&® (Feere) srfefaas i $o armsit A
Al &Y B

o UST  Fg TAT SIS Toh hiel T HiETH TaTér
I 57 2025 IfATATH & 3% aa® iR aFF
HYTAT IR GHT T oI ST & |

e According to the State, there is a genuine
apprehension that implementation of the new law
would violate constitutional protections, especially
those under Article 25, and potentially alter the status
and nature of existing Waqf properties.

e Advocate C.K. Sasi submitted that these fears of
discrimination against the Muslim community in
religious administration are legitimate.

o 5T & IIER, Ig aEdfde ATAHT ¢ oh AT Hlefet

T Pl de] AT fANTHT HTede 25 & dgd Helel
aTel HaUTfae |ETOT &1 Seortst Y9 3R Alser aaw

Faferat At fufar ik yfa w1 se gpar g |
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o iftraerar €. &. g o T o enfiw gemaer & TSR A FREH FHET & Gy AgHT
T 3TAHIT qTfIe B |

e The State argued that several provisions of the amended Act are unjust and their

constitutional validity is in doubt.

o Kerala formally requested to be allowed to intervene in the ongoing case, stating that it
has important legal and constitutional arguments to present before the Court.

o TSI FE O fe o wxinfera srfafags f w5 9aRIe segrget € 31k 3 adenfas
dyar Teg H R

o S A T Tl I§ AHe H GEAETT e T AT AR &, Tg el U o 38 I
AEAqOT Fefett AR G o § [ a8 3aTerd # e el g o

e The State emphasized that once a property is declared as Waqf, it remains Wagqf
forever. Neither the Wagqif (creator of the wagf) nor their heirs can change the
character of such property.

o Kerala raised concerns that the new amendments could lead to the uncertainty or
alteration of existing Waqf status.

o ST TE AR AT v SR Rl Tufy Y a@s ST X R ST, o 98 gHT 3 &
T gl

o a qEPETaT 3R T & 3% FANTAHRY 38 HARY Y THTT H T Fhd ¢ |

o W A T R SIS T a1 waere Aisier a® 1 fPufar @1 srfafRaa aar g ¢ ar 3@t
aRadsr # T |

o AKkey grievance of the Kerala State Wagf Board was that the Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) did not even visit the State before proposing the amendments.

e A. Haseeb, the CEO (in-charge) of the Wagf Board, stated that the Kerala Waqf Board
was among the best-performing boards in the country, as acknowledged by the JPC
in 2013.

o A ST T A1 T T J&T R Ig A o wgara awarg FiAfT (IPC) ¥ weersT
SEATAT H Ugel T T SRT deh AgT |

o« TFD A5 & FRAARS FET FREFRI HTAFRT T. gl o gT foh 2013 F JPC ganrT RAE &
Il IFD S5 I U F TAASS hrvefier @it 7 & ves AT 317 2|

o Initially, more than 100 petitions were filed in court challenging the amendments,
prompting the Supreme Court to convert the matter into a suo motu case.

o TR H, HAE T Yol <o arelt 100 F 3rflrew FrfAHIe eI i a1 o, foraes re watea
T of 3 HATHC! l Tdd: TATT (SUo motu) H Jeol G|
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HC seeks MP’s view
in defamation case

IGS Paper II: Defamation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday sought the res-
ponse of Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor on a defa-
mation plea filed against
him by Bharatiya Janata

the complaint last Septem-
ber. He alleged that Mr.
Tharoor defamed him by
making false statements
during an interview to a
news channel, wherein he
accused the BJP leader of
bribing voters in Thiruva-
nanthapuram constituen-

HC seeks MP’s view in
defamation case

ATTEIA ATH H 1S dE A
qHE | SIa1 AR

e The Delhi High Court on Tuesday asked for
a response from Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor on a defamation plea filed against
him by BJP leader Rajeev Chandrasekhar.
o The court passed this direction while
hearing a revision petition submitted by
Chandrasekhar, who challenged a lower
court’s order that had dismissed his criminal

Party leader  Rajeev  cy during the Lok Sabha defamation complaint against Tharoor.
Chandrasekhar. election in 2024.
The court issued the di- The BJP leader contend-

rection on a revision peti-
tion filed by Mr. Chandra-
sekhar challenging a local

ed that Mr. Tharoor made
the allegations “with the
intent to lower his reputa-

o ool 8T IC of FAIGAR I DT T AT
YT Y HTSTIT AT TSHT TGAE GaRT GIIT

court’s order that dismis- tion and to impact the re- i ) i

sed his criminal defama- sult of the last general elec- e« I& fder 3rererd & IEAW ganrT aR—]

tion complaint against Mr.  tions while knowing fully IIRIT Y Gears

Tharoor. well that the statements E"Flfrm ) il > S :E'»:Q- fer,
“Issue notice to the res-  were false”. His counsel ar- o1& 3oglal folerell 31GTelc & 3 311Ger

pondent. Let the trial court ~ gued that the trial court gy & off Toreget ot & T e

record in digital form with  overlooked evidence while

bookmarking be requisi- ruling that no case of defa- ATAGTIA shr RIS T TR Y e Iram 27|

tioned,” the court said, ad-
ding that the “matter re-
quired consideration”.

Mr. Chandrasekhar filed

mation was established.
The High Court is sche-

duled to hear the case

again on September 16.

‘requires consideration.”
37eTeld & e, “gfaarel Ft afew IRt v SiTe| foreredt srerera &1 RS gwanfaar wfea
BfSed T & Ferarar se,” 3R T8 5 Fer F I8 A ‘aR I

e Chandrasekhar had filed the complaint in September 2024, accusing Tharoor of making
false statements during an interview to a news channel, where he alleged that the

BJP leader bribed voters in the Thiruvananthapuram constituency during the 2024
Lok Sabha elections.

RdeX 2024 7 TEAER F TE R &7 Fs A, T o5l TR R TF 731 Ael HY
faw Sevey 7 13 FU= & T IR oemar AT, fHwe 3wl FeT o s g 2024 F
aNTe feasiergeer et &1 31 $77oTaT ST o Adaransit Ft Reaa &

«The court said, “Issue notice to the
respondent. Let the trial court record be
summoned in digital form with
bookmarking,” adding that the matter
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‘intent to damage his reputation” and “influence the election results”.

o His lawyer also argued that the trial court ignored key evidence and wrongfully

concluded that no defamation case was made out.

ﬁmmwmm%ﬁmamywmmﬁmﬁmaﬁaﬁwqgﬂw

gera aRoTaAT Y wenfaa R s aF |

o 3T gehiel o T & oI fera o farerelY sreTera & Agcaqot amet A radEt A 3R areidT

T O Ig [y Aerrerm o AT &7 ATHAT JAET a=7d1]

e The matter will now be heard again by the Delhi High Court on September 16, 2025.

319 39 HTH I 7ol oTaTs el 818 FIE 7 16 e 2025 H gt

SC makes three years’ legal
practice mandatory to
apply for ]UdlClal service

[GS Paper II: Judiciary

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday restored a mini-
mum three years of legal
practice as a mandatory
condition to apply for en-
try-level judicial service.
“All the High Courts and
the State governments in
the country shall amend
the relevant service rules
to the effect that candi-
dates desirous of appear-
ing in the examination for
the post of Civil Judge (Ju-
nior Division) must have
practised for a minimum
period of three years to be
eligible for the said exami-
nation,” a Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai directed in a
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|lawareness

Infusion of fresh Taw
graduates with zero
litigation experience
was found to be
detrimental, says CJI

judgment. The court con-
cluded that infusion of
fresh law graduates with
zero experience in litiga-
tion was found to be
detrimental.

“From the affidavits of
almost all the High Courts,
it is seen that for the last 20
years during which the re-
cruitment of fresh law
graduates as judicial offic-
ers without a single day of
practice at the Bar has
been permitted, the said
endeavour has not been a

Contact Number : 9971932488

successful experience. The
appointment of such fresh
law graduates has led to
many problems,” Chief Jus-
tice Gavai, who authored
the judgment, observed.

Neither knowledge
based on law books nor
pre-service training could
be an adequate substitute
to the first-hand expe-
rience, he observed.

The requirement for mi-
nimum years of practice
would not be applicable in
cases in which a High
Court has already initiated
the selection process for
the post of Civil Judge (Ju-
nior Division) prior to the
date of this judgment.
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SC makes three years’ legal practice mandatory to apply for
judicial service

=R AT & T mdeer 3 et st o Frph dfFew sferard:
Tl e

The Supreme Court has ruled that candidates must now have a
minimum of three years of legal practice before they can apply for
judicial service examinations across the country. This decision was
taken with the aim of improving the quality of judges entering the
subordinate judiciary. The Court stated that practical experience in
the legal field is essential and cannot be substituted by academic
qualifications alone.

o GNA R A Tg T AT § o 3T SFACIRT 1 SR A A1y Far qHemsit 7 et
Y W UEe! FH W FHA cller aut Y Fefel Feq el g9l 75 AT refereyr =arrarfas
A FAeT e arel #ATATER eI Y JOTEAT Y GURA & 3T I form arm | 3rererd o et &
harel AeTf0Teh TTTATT GATC FET &, FIeeT 817 A SATAGTRF [T AT ¢ |

e This guideline was issued by a Constitution Bench led by Justice Sanjay Kishan
Kaul, and it applies uniformly across all States and Union Territories. The Court

emphasized that this rule will now be a nationwide standard, and states cannot relax or
bypass it through local provisions or exceptions.

o g fader marasfd wora fanerer @ler i sresatdr arel gdenfae dis ganr ST fmar arr a,
3R T Tt st 3R s e w&eit F FAE T/ AR ERT | 3ETd o AR S Fel b
379 g% A5 Sereardt A g9 3R T 58 TAHT HIHAT AT 39ATGT o SIRT eI fehelR
Tl BT Fohd |

e The decision came in response to multiple petitions filed before the Court, which
challenged existing eligibility norms for judicial recruitment in various states. The
petitioners argued that fresh law graduates were being allowed to appear for judicial

exams without any real-world experience, which affects the quality and competence of
judges.

o I AR 31cTerd & eRR 7 IRF3it & Sae & 3man, S Afdes st & sl adf
Y FTAT YT At T Al & 1S Y| ATRIRTRATS o oFeh feam a7 foh foyar fopely
AT 3THT & AT FIeT TATABI T =TT TG 7 FS1 T 3T &1 37 @ o,
forady =amamefvait ¥ aqoraar R gaTar wenfaa &t @ e

e The Court clarified that the three-year legal practice rule will come into effect
prospectively, meaning it will not impact candidates already in the process of
recruitment or those who have already cleared earlier stages. This ruling, being a
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landmark decision, is expected to strengthen the judicial system from the ground
level by ensuring that those who join the bench are better prepared for the complexities
of the legal system.

o 3ared o TS T o oot ast fr FeEh dfFew #1 a7 e sfasa & fore amep g, I
Ig 3o7 SFAICART TR SI1] LT 81T it Tgol & €T $7cit UfshaT A § AT Siegial Igel & TROT &l
UR Y form &1 T tharer v et faotar At o @ 8, S Fnfe vorrel s s
TAT W ARAFA TATC 3R Fg FRARET T foh 721k g TR TGl et aTel oAlaT Hrefedt
yorTelt Y Ffearansit & fow Sga¥ o ¥ AR |

WHO adopts Pandemic
Agreement to strengthen
global health preparedness

ES Paper II: Internal Agreements |
PressTTIustOr Iara

GENEVA

_ In a move to bolster global
collaboration and ensure a
stronger and more equita-
ble response to future pan-
demics, the World Health
Organization (WHO) mem-
ber states on Tuesday un-
animously adopted the
world’s first Pandemic
Agreement, marking the
culmination of over three
years of negotiations in-
itiated in response to the
COVID-19 crisis.
Governments adopted
the WHO Pandemic Agree-
ment in a plenary session
of the World Health As-
sembly, the global health
organisation’s peak deci-
sion-making body.

‘World is safer today’

The adoption followed
Monday’s approval of the
Agreement by vote (124 in
favour, O objections, 11 ab-
stentions) in Committee by
member state delegations,
the WHO said in a press re-

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

lease. “The world is safer
today thanks to the leader-
ship, collaboration and
commitment of our Mem-
ber States to adopt the his-
toric WHO Pandemic
Agreement,” said Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
WHO Director-General.
“The Agreement is a vic-
tory for public health,
science and multilateral ac-
tion. It will ensure we, col-
lectively, can better protect
the world from future pan-
demic threats. It is also a
recognition by the interna-
tional community that our

citizens, societies and eco-
nomies must not be left
vulnerable to again suffer
losses like those endured
during COVID-19,” he said.

The landmark decision
by the 78th World Health
Assembly is the culmina-
tion of more than three
years of intensive negotia-
tions launched by govern-
ments in response to the
devastating impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic, and
driven by the goal of mak-
ing the world safer from —
and more equitable in res-
ponse to — future pandem-
ics, the release said.

The agreement sets out
the principles, approaches
and tools for better inter-
national coordination
across a range of areas, in
order to strengthen the
global health architecture
for pandemic prevention,
preparedness, and res-
ponse. This includes
through the equitable and
timely access to vaccines,
therapeutics and
diagnostics.

WHO adopts
Pandemic Agreement
to strengthen global
health preparedness

dRgF Fareey I
HI AT A & faT
WHO & HgT#HRY
ASIS & 3qATIT

In a historic move to
enhance global
cooperation and ensure
a strong and fair
response to future
pandemics, the World
Health Organization
(WHO) member states
on Tuesday
unanimously adopted
the world’s first-ever
Pandemic Agreement.
This decision is the
result of more than three
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years of negotiations that began in response to the COVID-19 crisis.

HTaST T FETATRET o frT Aot 3R ot gfafhar giafRad s ik afRaes dgair & gerar
ol o ToIT, T4 Ty HareeT (WHO) & HEEd Rl o HITTdR &l HAGFATT F gfeidT &l ggell

HETARY FHASNAT 39T
I fA0T COVID-19 Hhe & ST YE g% el It & HTUH hr ST T TR &

The agreement was formally adopted during a plenary session of the World Health
Assembly, which is WHO's highest decision-making body. According to a WHO
press release, the adoption followed a committee vote on Monday where 124
countries voted in favor, none opposed, and 11 abstained.

I FHSiAr faeg Faree w9, St WHO & efif faroher aet arelt wam &, & qof @ & el
3R ®T & 379=T3T 9747
WHoﬁwwma;a@aﬂ,agﬁvﬁmﬁgvm%m%mm,
e 124 ot & wat 7 aAaerer fram, R o e 781 R, 31K 11 o & Frae=r A g
TATS |

WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said, “The world is safer
today because of the leadership, cooperation, and dedication shown by our member
states in adopting this historic agreement.”

He further said that the agreement is a victory for public health, science, and
multilateral cooperation, and it will help protect the world from future pandemic
threats.

It also reflects the understanding of the international community that our citizens,
societies, and economies must never again face the kind of losses seen during
COVID-19.

WHO & AgITR&2rF 31 ITAH QaEH o e, “FAR H6Ed ST ganT fG@TT 7T Adeq,
HEANT A FHAIOT & HROT g1 TS FATST FRfara &1”

3egie 31T gt i I8 AT Wdwife Fareedr, R sk agwaltr weter i s ¢ 3t
Ig g srfasy iy Ay i gt & su A FHeg |

IF HAWTSE HAG GaRT AT HHST o7 Fclleh 8T § o gAR ATy, waamait 3iX
HYITTYTIHT I COVID-19 ST grfaat 1 R & ATHAT FAGT T TR |

This landmark decision, taken by the 78th World Health Assembly, marks a major
step in global pandemic preparedness.

The agreement sets out various principles, strategies, and tools to improve
international coordination in key areas.

Its main aim is to build a stronger global health system that is capable of better
pandemic prevention, preparation, and response.

78dt RIeT TarEey T cany foram e g aeae vy 3Raw AR dary dr fgem
Teh HgcaqUl e &
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o IE GASHAT WoT@ A # HARSET AT FY TgaR Tl & forw fafdiesT Rgerat,
orshifara 3R 3geRon &1 feifa wiar gl

o SHH HET 3652 Ueh Aorqq dRae FARELT GOTTAT T TFAATOT a1 § ST HGTHARY Y
e, Ay 3ilx wfafsrar 7 gara &

e It also promises equitable and timely access to essential tools such as vaccines,
treatments, and diagnostics, ensuring that no country or community is left behind
when a pandemic strikes.

oI5 TAGAr a5 o gATRaa Fear § fF 3maeas e, 3UARt 3 wdiaTor susen o ga
3R woT W ugT 81, o Fg G R S @eh o Sfe #grAry 3T, o 1 it &r 2
e NS 7 gL
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3-year rule: a setback to judiciary aspirants

The Supreme Court’s hape is that three vears’ of practice may help future judges in addressing courtroom decorum, complex procedural cases and in
understanding the perspectives of all stakeholders of the judicial system

S Paper 11,

5

LETTER & SPIRIT

Faizan Mustafa
Shrey Shalin

here has been growing anxiety

for months around the

anticipation of a verdict from

the Supreme Court (SC) that
would bring back a rule wherein an
advocate would need three years of
practice in order to become eligible to
write the judicial services examinations.

‘And now, on May 20, a three-judge

Bench headed by the Chief Justice of India
(CJ) B.R. Gavai, which also included
Justices A.G. Masih and K.V. Chandran,
has made practical experience of three
years a pre-requisite to appear for the
subordinate judicial services exam. The
judgment has substantiated the
hypothesis that the SC has been
consistently inconsistent on this issue. No
empirical evidence was presented to the
court about the ‘lower quality” of fresh
graduates (para 57), and neither was the
number of fresh graduates who qualified
for judicial services within a year of their
graduation given in the judgment. The
court simply went back to the three-year
rule because majority of the High Courts
advocated for it.

History of the rule

This matter has taken multiple twists
since it was addressed in the 14th Law
Commission of India (LCI) report in 1958,
chaired by M.C. Setalvad. The
Commission contended that persons with
experience ranging from three to five
years shall be eligible to compete in the
examinations for lower subordinate judge
in every State. This exam was to have
questions of practical aspect and would
not depend upon rote memorisation
alone. Ability to draft pleadings,
appreciate evidence and write judgments
were also to be tested. Unfortunarely,
current question papers of most judicial
services exams continue to test rote
memory onl;

For higher judiciary, an All India
Judicial Services (AlJS), a centralised
recruitment system for judges, was
proposed. The Commission report was of
the opinion that it was necessary to tap
brilliant university graduates at the right
time to judicial services. Therefore, the
AIS required no practical experience.
Anyone holding a law degree, ranging
from 21-25 years of age would be eligible,
and practical experience was to be
developed through a ‘carefully devised
scheme of training” which includes
practical working in the courts. The exam
was (0 be conducted at the National level.
That s, the report contended for two
different sets of eligibility criteria for
recruitment at the State-level (lower
subordinate judge exams) and at the
national level (AlJS).

In the All India Judges’ Association
versus Union of India, 1992, the question
of ‘uniformity” in service conditions of
judges across India was taken up. The
judgment endorsed the LCI Report and its
provisions on AlJS including the
recommendation to allow fresh law
graduates to compete in the exam. The
top court issued directions to the Union of
India to set up the A[JS. However, a review
petition of the Judges' Association case,
filed in 1993, held that a m um legal
practice of three years was essential to
qualify for the subordinate judicial
services examination.

‘The court in All India Judges’ Assn. (1)
versus Union of India, (1993) held “in most
of the States, the minimum qualifications
for being eligible to the post of the Civil

3-year rule:

Judge-cum-Magistrate First
Class/Magistrate First Class/Munsiff
Magistrate is minimum three years
practice as a lawyer in addition to the
degree in law. In some States, however,
the requirement of practice is altogether
dispensed with and judicial officers are
recruited with only a degree in law to
their credit. The recruitment of raw
graduates as judicial officers without any
training or background of lawyering has
not proved to be a successful experiment.
Considering the fact that from the first
day of his assuming office, the Judge has
to decide, among others, questions of life,
liberty, property and reputation of the
litigants, to induct graduares fresh from
the Universities to occupy seats of such
vital powers is neither prudent nor
desirable.”

The court went on to observe, “the
experience as a lawyer is, therefore,
essential to enable the Judge to discharge
his duties and functions efficiently ...”

The court thus gave a strong order,
“We, therefore, direct that all States shall
take immediate steps to prescribe three
years' practice as a lawyer as one of the
essential qualifications for recruitment as
the judicial officer at the lowest rung.”

Attracting talent

The Justice Shetty Commission, set up in
1996, found that while almost all States
had complied with the three-year rule,
some States had gone beyond and
prescribed more than three years as
minimum qualification. The report also
stated that advocates with 47 years of
experience were getting selected only at
the age of 27 to 30. Therefore, in the All
India Judges’ Association versus Union of
India (2002), the Supreme Court accepted
the recommendation of the Shetty
Commission that the three-year-rule had
failed to attract the best talent to judicial
services, and scrapped the rule. The court
was candid in admitting that, “with the
passage of time, experience has shown
that the best talent which is available is
not attracted to the Judicial Service. A
bright young law graduate after 3 years of
practice finds the Judicial Service not
artractive enough. It has been
recommended by the Shetty Commission
after taking into consideration the views
expressed before it by various authorities,
that the need for an applicant to have
been an Advocate for at least 3 vears

should be done away with...”

Now, the Supreme Court has again
gone back to the three year rule, as the
crucial question of how to balance
attracting the best talent along with the
necessary skills is still valid.

For that one must understand ground
realities. No one can deny that the best
law students roday are in National Law
Universities. Most of these students get
lucrative corporate placements with huge
pay packages. Many of them also need to
repay education loans as almost all law
universities’ five-year fee ranges between
2715 lakh. Reputed private law schools
charge even more, between ¥20-340 lakh.

‘The SC yet again hopes that three
years' of practice may help future judges
in addressing courtroom decorum,
complex procedural cases and in
understanding the per:
stakeholders of the judici
candidates are said to lack maturity,
empathy and patience. The reality is,
however, that most candidates wishing to
practice don’t see judicial services asa
career option, while those who wish to
enter judicial services rarely see practice
as a career option. Most States find it
difficult to fill vacancies of the higher
judicial services due to the
performance of candidates in the written
examinations. Recently, Rajasthan
notified that not a single candidate was
found suitable.

‘The fact of the matter is that the
mandatory three-years of practice rule
will significantly discourage brighter
minds from joining the judicial services.
Economically backward and SC/ST/O)
candidates would be the worst hit, as they
cannot afford to wait. It becomes
necessary for them to start earning. These
candidates would be keen to write
examinations to enter civil services,
public sector undertakings (PSUs), or
even join academia.

Various challenges

The Bar Council of India has encouraged
senior advocates and firms to pay a
minimum of 715,000 in rural areas and
220,000 in urban centres to junior
lawyers. This bare minimum stipend is
not enough for a law student having no
connections in the field. Non-matriculants
in Delhi are paid ¥20,371 a month for
clerical work or supervisory work in
scheduled employment. An unskilled

GETTY IMAGES

worker is paid 218, 456 a month as per the
minimum Wages Act. Only financially
sound candidates would have the huxury
to appear for judicial services if the three
year condition is brought back.

Additionally, as per the India Justice
Report, women account for 38% of the
judges in district judiciary. Nine out of the
top 10 candidates from the recently held
Bihar judicial services exam were female
candidates. Now, if the three-year rule is
implemented, a number of these women,
going through career breaks or maternity
leaves, will suffer a setback.

Another problem is with regard to age.
To appear for the civil services
examinations, the minimum eligibiliry
criteria is to be a final year student of a
three-year degree programme. But for the
judicial services examination, five-six
years of education together with three
years of experience would make them
highly financially vulnerable as well as
older compared to their counterparts in
the civil services. This classification would
neither be based on intelligible differentia
nor achieve the rational object of
attracting the best minds. Moreover,
unlike the civil services, the judicial
services exam in most States is not held at
regular intervals. Even if a candidate has
fulfilled the three year criteria, he/she has
to wait for another few years for the exam
to be advertised.

‘What can be done?

The solution is to catch young talent and
enhance the training period to two years
or more and use the best of academic and
practical skills to enhance efficiency of
the lower rung of the judiciary. Trainee
officers may be required to serve as
probationers to serving District and
Sessions Judge or Justices of the High
Court to enhance their understanding of
the courtroom. For six months, they may
be attached to senior lawyers as well.

‘We must also reform the examination
and come up with innovative questions.
The examination should be based on
scenario-based questions, and judgment
writing should carry more weightage.
Excluding fresh talent may do more harm
rthan good to our judicial system.

Faizan Mustafa is Vice-Chancellor,
Chanakya National Law University, Patna.
Shrey Shalin is an is LL.M. candidate at
National Law University, Delhi. Views
expressed are personal.
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On May 20, a three-judge
Bench headed by the Chief
Justice of India (CJI) B.R. Gavai,
which also included Justices
AG. Masih and KV. Chandran,
has made practical experience
of three years a pre-requisite to
appear for the subordinate
judicial services exam.

-

The Justice Shetty
Cammission, set up in 1996,
found that while almost all
States had complied with the
three-year rule, some States
had gone beyond and
prescribed more than three
years as minimum
qualification.

-

The solution is to catch young
talent and enhance the training
period to two years or more
and use the best of academic
and practical skills to enhance
efficiency of the lower rung of
the judiciary.
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disT ATeT FT AT A1RA® 3FAEARY & T v setback

e The Supreme Court’s hope is that three years of practice may help future judges in
addressing courtroom decorum, complex procedural cases, and in understanding
the perspectives of all stakeholders of the judicial system.

A I T 371G § o 1ot Al 7 37318 71T o ATl 1 HICHH & a8,
STfeel TishaTcHeh ATHA ¥ fA9ea 3N wa1feh JoTTell & HeiT fgcemeht & giscenior &
HHSTA H AGG hL AT g

e There has been growing anxiety for months around the anticipation of a verdict from the
Supreme Court (SC) that would bring back a rule wherein an advocate would need three
years of practice to become eligible to write the judicial services examinations. And
now, on May 20, a three-judge Bench headed by the Chief Justice of India (CJI) B.R.
Gavai, which also included Justices A.G. Masih and K.V. Chandran, has made practical
experience of three years a pre-requisite to appear for the subordinate judicial services
exam.

& AT § FRHA FIE (THAN) T her & SR & RiAT 56 & o, Twed v wa
aIIYg JIRIT STUI fordeh dgd Ueh fAderdr Y «a1iAeh JaT YT &of & foIT u13 g & faw
et AT FT 37T 3TTTH BIaT|

o 3R 39, 20 7S FY, HRA & AL FATATENRA (CJII) 3R, ITATS T 3ETaTar & clied-
=Rl 9s, o ~argefd Tall. #dlE 3R .an. ee off enfaer 9, & refherey
=11 @ar GeTl H 3R 81 & TNT et ATl 1 TR I3 3T I A &l

e The judgment has substantiated the hypothesis that the SC has been consistently
inconsistent on this issue.

e No empirical evidence was presented to the court about the ‘lower quality’ of fresh
graduates (para 57), and neither was the number of fresh graduates who qualified for
judicial services within a year of their graduation given in the judgment.

e The court simply went back to the three-year rule because the majority of the High
Courts advocated for it.

el o 58 a1 T gfSe T R G HIC 50 Heg T TR 3781 E 81

o 3FQTEI & HAET ‘TSN A IS[UC §U SFAICIART Y I[UTIT A Gled’ T IS IoTToTT e
SE Al 6T fohdT 91T (URT 57), 3R Ig 81 At e a1 foh fohetal 7T Eeretent o 3r9=r f3af
& Teh el & IR =1 JaT & AT Fareliwrs Far)

o 3T o S dlteT W & fAIH I aoH S YA Fifeh AR 3T AT o S8
98T H d e &

e This matter has taken multiple twists since it was addressed in the 14th Law
Commission of India (LCI) report in 1958, chaired by M.C. Setalvad. The Commission
contended that persons with experience ranging from three to five years shall be
eligible to compete in the examinations for lower subordinate judge in every State.
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e This exam was to have questions of practical aspect and would not depend upon rote
memorisation alone.

o Ability to draft pleadings, appreciate evidence, and write judgments were also to be
tested.

e Unfortunately, current question papers of most judicial services exams continue to test
rote memory only.

Ig ATHC S SR dof ol & ofd A 3 1958 & 148 SR fafer amaer (LCl) Rae &
garfrd forar aram o, fSraehr 3regatar vA . Acorars o dr 2| 3T o shgt 27 foh et
AT et { AT Tl 7 373979 &, 9 X T A forerel Jrefierey ~aramedier s aieim & el
8 Hehol © | S8 TRIGTT  SATAGTRS TgeI3il 9 FaTel glal 3R Ig shael reared WX 38R 78T
g9l | aTe-TadTe IR e, Al sl FHsTe 3R el fortst <l &THdT T odT STt 2T |
qTagaer, TR ~aTieh T q{eTI3t & oAt e T 37d #T sharel I ol I
3TeTiRd g

e For higher judiciary, an All India Judicial Services (AlJS), a centralised recruitment
system for judges, was proposed.

e The Commission report was of the opinion that it was necessary to tap brilliant university
graduates at the right time for judicial services.

e Therefore, the AIJS required no practical experience.

e Anyone holding a law degree, ranging from 21-25 years of age would be eligible, and
practical experience was to be developed through a ‘carefully devised scheme of

training’ which includes practical working in the courts.
e The exam was to be conducted at the national level.

3T ATl & foIT, Ueh 3iTer Sf3AT =a1A% qaT (A1JS), Y =arareii & fav v
FErEd T JOTTN §, ST et 3% Y| 317iter 2t Rate 7 Arete o7 fof =ik danait
forT 3cope faRafde@Ter FATcehl @1 HEI HHY W ofell ST & | FHAT, AJS & forw
TG 3He[3Td BT JTaRTehdT w7et AT | Forel ol caferd & o hrefet v 33l &1 31k 9% 21-
25 ¥ & <1 8, 9§ U1 I, 3R ATAETRE 3TefeTd “€ATeT A SATT 1T FHRAGTOT Nofell”
ded A fad fohar SI=TT o1, f9Te Fic & caragiRes FeT T aifder AT| e TET TR W]
AT T ST AT

e The report contended for two different sets of eligibility criteria for recruitment at the
State-level (lower subordinate judge exams) and at the national level (AIJS).

RArE o T TR (e 3ty samreirer 9reTn) 3R IS TR (AIJS) WX 7t & forw
&I 37CI3T-37eT9T UTHdT HISIG.aT T JehTeld T |

o Inthe All India Judges’ Association versus Union of India, 1992, the question of
‘uniformity’ in service conditions of judges across India was taken up.

e The judgment endorsed the LCI Report and its provisions on AlJS including the
recommendation to allow fresh law graduates to compete in the exam.

e The top court issued directions to the Union of India to set up the AIJS.

e However, a review petition of the Judges’ Association case, filed in 1993, held that a
minimum legal practice of three years was essential to qualify for the subordinate
judicial services examination.
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3iter 331 St TR qATH IR @Y, 1992 H, 7R R H warardiit & dar
IRIEYTIAT H “TATIAT T TdTel 37| 37 thael o LCI RaE 3R AIJS & IraT=it sl T
fenaT, TSIEa AU IefeT TotlcTent s TETT & QAMTAT Bt T IeTATT ot T TABIRET o oY | <
3TETeld of HRA T &Y AlJS TATRIT et &1 fAder feam| grenifer, o vaifaueere &3 $ir
gHYeT IR, S 1993 F erf@er $r a1 off, & Fgr i 3rehiaey =R dar qdier & e

FATDhTS et & ToTT eIt elteT WIeT T hlsell HIATH T &

e The court in All India Judges’ Assn. (ll) versus Union of India, (1993) held that in
most States, the minimum qualifications for the post of Civil Judge-cum-Magistrate
First Class/Magistrate First Class/Munsiff Magistrate is minimum three years’
practice as a lawyer in addition to the degree in law.

e In some States, however, the requirement of practice is altogether dispensed with and
judicial officers are recruited with only a law degree to their credit.

e The recruitment of raw graduates as judicial officers without any training or background
of lawyering has not proved to be a successful experiment.

o Considering the fact that from the first day of his assuming office, the Judge has to
decide, among others, questions of life, liberty, property and reputation of the litigants, to
induct graduates fresh from the Universities to occupy seats of such vital powers is
neither prudent nor desirable.

A FIE o et ST3AT ST TAfATr (Il) S SR He, (1993) H Ig AT fo 3rferenrer
Usat A e stor-aa-Afaeee yua Avi/ATTEse yud Avi/A-1a% Afeee & e & fau
ATH QTGN A Hiofet T 330 & AT ~FATH et qTer T T A AT &1
ST H, T T ITaTehdl T RE &l &1 918 & 3R ~ATTdeh HTRARIRET 1 37cif dharel
hlelet T T30l o TR O Y STl &1 e ot UiRIeToT AT aehroret & Jeae(fA & dhed
TR 2By =TT SRR 35 & 3 srclt Ter Bt 71 g$ ¥1 g e 3 T g
~TATEIRT T 379 T AGUT oh Tge (& A &1 Saet, Fac=ll, R 3R HeheasTsit T
gfcsaT S #Terelt 1 f70T ot 81T §, farafdezrers & arerfy & T gu SFaeart
U8 AT val W AT 3 AT aroeia A8l 8

e The court went on to observe that the experience as a lawyer is therefore essential to

enable the Judge to discharge his duties and functions efficiently. The court thus gave a
strong order: “We, therefore, direct that all States shall take immediate steps

Attracting talent
g 3T T HeaT

e The Justice Shetty Commission, set up in 1996, found that while almost all States had
complied with the three-year rule, some States had gone beyond and prescribed more
than three years as minimum qualification.

TATeRer AL HTAVT, ST 1996 F IS §IHT AT, o I o SHTe1ar Hefl It oF offer |rer &
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forarer 1 areret R a1, Afhet Fo TSl 7 58 FerRt e AT A AT TgAdH DT
[GRITCEIRI

e The report also stated that advocates with 4-7 years of experience were getting
selected only at the age of 27 to 30.

Rate 7 g o gt I o TSieT aehieil o O 4-7 T T [T AT, 3o¢ shael 27 W 30 A

Y 3 3 AT ST TgT AT

e Therefore, in the All India Judges’ Association versus Union of India (2002) case,
the Supreme Court accepted the recommendation of the Shetty Commission that the
three-year rule had failed to attract the best talent to judicial services, and scrapped
the rule.

safarT, 3ifer 33T ST THIRATRAT T SR | (2002) AHS H, FlaA FIE 7 A
3mreT Fr RAwIRET i TR fohar fon dier arer &1 s =13 Jar 7 gaass gfas ar
T A A Awe @1 8, 3N 38 9H =1 |g = e

e The court was candid in admitting that, “with the passage of time, experience has shown
that the best talent which is available is not attracted to the Judicial Service. A bright
young law graduate after 3 years of practice finds the Judicial Service not attractive
enough. It has been recommended by the Shetty Commission after taking into

consideration the views expressed before it by various authorities, that the need for an
applicant to have been an Advocate for at least 3 years should be done away with...”

I o SACR! @ TR T foh, “EHAT & AT 3] { Tl T § o It HEASS
wfreT =T deh @ Y 3T 3TN 6T Il | Teh TTTSATRITel JaT faTer TArcieh 3 |el 373-0TH
& G =TT JaT I JITCd TN 6T ITaT| AT AT o AT 1TARIRAT Fr I
I g TARIRET $1 & Toh 3Tdee & foIT et & 3T 3 AT Tehlol 8T ST 6T a1l

¢ Now, the Supreme Court has again gone back to the three-year rule, as the crucial
guestion of how to balance attracting the best talent along with the necessary skills is
still valid.

319, oA HIE o T & elter |rer & foraer o¥ offe 3man &, #4ifer g Hare foh & gadss
FIYST T TR IRAeT o WY HJ T Toham e, 378f ot yrafaren & |

o For that one must understand ground realities. No one can deny that the best law
students today are in National Law Universities. Most of these students get lucrative
corporate placements with huge pay packages. Many of them also need to repay
education loans as almost all law universities’ five-year fee ranges between ¥12-¥15
lakh. Reputed private law schools charge even more, between ¥20-%40 lakh.

$h% [T FHIAT gehlehdll I THSTT ST ¢ | IS oAl eAhR HhdT foh 31T & FaAss A
o ey faftr faeafaereral 7 §1 373 @ 3rfReier o s FaRe wawdie urd § e
HIYY AT BT & | S99 U g i [RAGT HOT T YT ST & Fifeh orareyar gaft fafer
faeafdearerat i are |rer Y HF 12-315 A1 & 1< gl ¢ | ey s [afer Fpel sa@@
8 SATET T20-340 AW Yok o & |
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e The Supreme Court yet again hopes that three years’ of practice may help future
judges in addressing courtroom decorum, complex procedural cases and in
understanding the perspectives of all stakeholders of the judicial system. Young
candidates are said to lack maturity, empathy and patience.

Gl e Y & 3FHIE T & Toh ofieT AT T 381 HTaST & =grareheil &l Jered &
fRrserar, Sifeer gfsharcas AT F THT 3R =a1e JoTel & Tt fgduRet &
gTSCaRIOT T THSTE 3 FAGE FIT| &gl AT § o aT 3FFGant 7 qRueradr, Fewpsfa v
&y T AT EIaT B

e The reality is, however, that most candidates wishing to practice don’t see judicial
services as a career option, while those who wish to enter judicial services rarely see
practice as a career option.

e Most States find it difficult to fill vacancies of the higher judicial services due to the poor
performance of candidates in the written examinations.

o Recently, Rajasthan notified that not a single candidate was found suitable.

« glolifeh arEdfaehdr I8 ¢ o 31fReTer 37ailcar ot dideq o argd §, 3 =a1fis Jar &t
R AFeT & T & 77 @A, TP ST =11 [T H ST A8 & 9 HFeq FF HRIX

Qhed & &7 H FA § ¢@d ¢l
o AR T Y Iod =11k Yar T RFFAT #Ra 7 HiRehol gich § Fifen T afiem &
3FHICART &7 Y2 WIS gIdT g

o BTCT 8 H, TSTEUT o I foh Ueh 8t SFHican 3ugerd w¥g! 1 a1

e The fact of the matter is that the mandatory three-years of practice rule will
significantly discourage brighter minds from joining the judicial services.

e Economically backward and SC/ST/OBC candidates would be the worst hit, as they
cannot afford to wait.

o It becomes necessary for them to start earning.

e These candidates would be keen to write examinations to enter civil services, public
sector undertakings (PSUs), or even join academia.

o 3T H, AT WA & AT FT Ay AT =1 Tar 7 wfqsmeamel @ =1 enfaer
glel U 1T galcaTiad |

o 3 & @ HASN 3N gy snfa/serenta/se Rosr @@t & srfiqar qad 3ifes
FeTfa aler Fifeh § SaeiR FgT X Fehdl|

o 3% TIT HATAT YE HEAT AT B STl g |

o ¥ 3FAcar A da1, AIdSATAF &7 3UsHa (PSUs) AT &I &1 & anfAer gl & fow
oIETT ST AT |

Various challenges
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e The Bar Council of India has encouraged senior advocates and firms to pay a
minimum of ¥15,000 in rural areas and ¥20,000 in urban centres to junior lawyers.

e This bare minimum stipend is not enough for a law student having no connections in the
field.
IR F3FA 301w A1 F afvss rfgeransit ik wA S aretor &t 7 =g=7d7 15,000
A 2redr Shal 7 220,000 SR Gehrell 1 &t & foIw Sicarfad fomam &1

o I TeIAH 7T 31 TaTe BTl o ToIT e g1 § ToieTeh I 817 H IS Shetareled o1ei ol

e Non-matriculants in Delhi are paid 20,371 a month for clerical work or supervisory work
in scheduled employment.

e An unskilled worker is paid ¥18,456 a month as per the Minimum Wages Act.

e Only financially sound candidates would have the luxury to appear for judicial
services if the three year condition is brought back.

feeell 1 IR-Afgepere I AT AT H Foleh AT TA&T0T & foIv HE T 220,371
AT &1 Toh 3TTEhos ATHS Sl FqATH Horgl HTAFATH & g HAE T 218,456
f&rer &1 afe; et |t o forarer aro 3T & ot sharer 371¥eh &9 & HoTq 3##igar &
=211 QT T gL0eT o S ety # giet

e Additionally, as per the India Justice Report, women account for 38% of the judges in
district judiciary.

e Nine out of the top 10 candidates from the recently held Bihar judicial services
exam were female candidates.

e Now, if the three-year rule is implemented, a number of these women, going through
career breaks or maternity leaves, will suffer a setback.

g8 3relrar, 3T Sif¥ew RUlE & 7@, Tovem =argarferer & 38% =aramefier ARy ¢
gTel &1 # g fagR «Z1fAeh Aar aeT & oY 10 7 § 9 3¥alear Afgerd off| 319, Ife At
1ol T G AR EIAT &, Al HRIT 5Ih AT AJed 3ThTer & Tl T o1 AT I setback

T TTHAT AT G|

o Another problem is with regard to age.

e To appear for the civil services examinations, the minimum eligibility criteria is to be a
final year student of a three-year degree programme.

o But for the judicial services examination, five-six years of education together with
three years of experience would make them highly financially vulnerable as well as
older compared to their counterparts in the civil services.

Teh 3R GHEAT I A 531 & | FAfaer Qar adietr & fov ~gaAda Degdr g fo sFefear e

qrer Y F3aft dvammer 1 3ifas @ o1 o1 81| Afehet =anfies ar qdiet & f, gta-og |re Ay
fRram & wrer et W F1 3repord 3FAICART B 3T w9 @ FASR R e qar F wAT

3H & SFHIGART T Jelell H Jetr F=T & |

e This classification would neither be based on intelligible differentiation nor achieve
the rational object of attracting the best minds.
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e Moreover, unlike the civil services, the judicial services exam in most States is not held
at regular intervals.

o Even if a candidate has fulfilled the three year criteria, he/she has to wait for another few
years for the exam to be advertised.

o IE FIRIOT T ol TASIGRT IR 3TTRA 89T 3R o7 & waAss AN & 3 Fa &
dHHI 368 T G HEM|

o 3T 3ciar, TAfae dar & faudia, 31f¥erer Tt # =13 dar gdieT Fafad 3ais )
oTET BICT| 87eT &1 SFACaR & ciiel HTel T AlIcs YT T &1, T 8t 38 oieir o faeiaet &
oI & ATl 3R SIS FI=AT I5T 8|

What can be done?
T fRAT ST AT 22

e The solution is to catch young talent and enhance the training period to two years
or more and use the best of academic and practical skills to enhance efficiency of
the lower rung of the judiciary.

FATUT IE & Toh ar Tfcie ohY Tehgell iR ITRIGTOT 37afer T &Y |Ter AT 36N 3fAF Ferer
3R IrrIE AT 3R cATaETReh ShiRTeT HT ITTT FHlch T oI o feldrel TaX hT gaTar

CEGIN

e Trainee officers may be required to serve as probationers to serving District and
Sessions Judge or Justices of the High Court to enhance their understanding of
the courtroom.

e For six months, they may be attached to senior lawyers as well.

afRIe] 31fAHIRAT ST 3eTeld & STdER N FHSTA & TIT forerr 3R T =Irameier a1 3=
SATATST & ~ATATENRNT & 37efisT UiRAET & T A FaT el U8 Heohdll ¢ | BE ALl & folT 376
RS gehrelt & Tr ot ST 1 ThaT g

¢ We must also reform the examination and come up with innovative questions.
e The examination should be based on scenario-based questions, and judgment
writing should carry more weightage.

§H T & FUR T G191 3N AATRY T2 1=t 8197 | TRIET TRGRT-3renmie weal o)
3 gisi TR 3R o forEs &1 318 Agcg fear s TnfRu|

o Excluding fresh talent may do more harm than good to our judicial system.

TS ST Sl ST8T TWAT AR =T JUTTel & foIT gTfaeeh 8 ThaT &1
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How the Trump administration aims to
contain China’s Al industry

The now-axed Artificial Intelligence Diffusion Rule; introduced under former President Joe Biden, was a complex attempt to manage the global
proliferation of advanced Al chips. However, the Trump administration seems to be gearing up for a more aggressive and transactional engagement

S Paper |I: Global World Order
John Xavier

rtificial Intelligence (AI) and

tariffs have become pivotal

battlegrounds in the escalating

rivalry between the United
States and China. Last week, the U.S.
Department of Commerce (DOC) redrew a
significant line of engagement by formally
rescinding the Biden administration’s
‘Artificial Intelligence Diffusion Rule’,
mere days before its May 15 effective date.
The rescission signals a strategic pivot in
how the U.S. intends to wage this
high-stakes tech war.

This manoeuvre, set against the
persistent drumbeat of the U.S.-China
tariff disputes, casts a long shadow of
uncertainty and opportunity over tech
companies and global supply chains
desperately trying to navigate the fight for
Al supremacy.

Direct intervention

The now-axed ‘Artificial Intelligence
Diffusion Rule’, introduced under former
President Joe Biden in January, was a
complex attempt to manage the global
proliferation of advanced Al chips and, by
extension, Al capabilities.

The stated aim, according to a White
House press release, was to “provide
clarity to allied and partner nations” and
streamline chip licensing. Critically,
however, it established new, widespread
restrictions on exporting U.S.-made Al
chips.

Mr. Biden’s framework was essentially
a global triage system. Closest allies like
Japan and South Korea were largely
spared. Adversaries, notably China and
Russia, already under tight restrictions for
advanced Al chips, faced even tougher
limitations, especially concerning
sophisticated “closed” Al models. The
most significant impact was on a vast
third tier of nations like Israel and Mexico.
These nations would have faced caps on
Al chip imports (reportedly around
50,000 GPUs each, with avenues for
increase), a measure explicitly designed
to prevent China and Russia from
sourcing critical technology through
them. Industry giants like Nvidia voiced
strong opposition, calling the proposed
rules “unprecedented and misguided”

Address

and warning they would “derail” global
innovation. This regulatory structure was
intended to build on previous guidance
from October 2022 and October 2023.

The Trump administration has
decisively swept this tiered system aside.
The DOC’s announcement of the
revocation included plans for a
“replacement rule in the future, likely
focusing on direct negotiations with
countries as opposed to blanket
restrictions,” according to a Bloomberg
report. This reflects a different
philosophy of engagement as the U.S.
Secretary of Commerce for Industry and
Security, Jeffrey Kessler, declared, “The
Trump Administration will pursue a bold,
inclusive strategy to American Al
technology with trusted foreign countries
around the world, while keeping the
technology out of the hands of our
adversaries.” He didn’t mince words,
labelling Mr. Biden’s approach an
“ill-conceived and counterproductive”
imposition.

Instead of Mr. Biden’s broad rulebook,
the DOC issued immediate, pointed
guidance: a stark reminder that using
Huawei’s Ascend Al chips anywhere
globally violates U.S. export rules; a
caution about the dire consequences of
allowing U.S. Al chips to be used in
training Al models within China; and
recommendations for fortifying chip
supply chains against diversion tactics.
This indicates a preference for direct,
forceful interventions and targeting
specific entities and practices rather than
implementing a complex, universal
regulatory scheme.

New battle tactics

This shift in Al export control is more a
change in battlefield tactics than a retreat
from strategic objectives. Both
administrations share the core goal:
cementing U.S. dominance in Al and
critically, preventing China from
leveraging advanced technology to
surpass U.S. military and economic
power. Mr. Biden’s strategy aimed to
manage Al diffusion through a systematic,
if cambersome, international framework.
The Trump administration seems to be
gearing up for a more flexible, arguably
more aggressive and transactional

engagement, relying on bespoke
agreements and sharp, punitive actions
against those, like Huawei, deemed
central to the adversary’s capabilities. The
explicit condemnation of using U.S. Al
chips to train models in China
underscores this direct confrontational
stance.

The rhetoric of a “bold, inclusive
strategy with trusted foreign countries”
hints at a different approach to
alliance-building in this tech conflict, but
the unwavering focus on keeping
advanced tech from “adversaries” shows
that underlying contest with China
remains paramount.

The economic front in the AI war
This recalibration of Al export controls
cannot be viewed in isolation. It is
intrinsically linked to the ongoing tariff
war, another major front in the U.S.-China
battle. Significant tariffs, initiated under
the previous Trump administration and
largely continued by Mr. Biden, were
already a defining feature of the economic
landscape.

U.S. tariffs on Chinese goods, and
retaliatory Chinese tariffs on U.S.
products, have directly impacted the tech
sector by increasing the cost of
components, servers, and finished goods
essential for Al development and
infrastructure.

In the current term, Mr. Trump has
further solidified the hard line on China,
deploying tariffs as a coercive tool in trade
and technology negotiations. Apart from
tariffs, the current administration has
increased compliance on chipmakers.
Most recently, Nvidia was required to go
through a licensing route to ship its H20
GPUs to China. The Al chip was a
dumbed-down version of the powerful
H100 and H200 GPUs that were
tailor-made for China.

This type of policy shift creates a dual
pressure point for the tech industry:
restricted access to and movement of Al
technology, compounded by the
increased financial burden of tariffs. Tech
companies are, in essence, navigating a
minefield where both Al know-how and
the hardware it runs on are subject to
intense geopolitical manoeuvring and
economic warfare.
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Navigating the new battleground

For tech companies and their global
supply chains, this integrated battlefront
of Al controls and tariffs signal continued,
if not amplified, turbulence.

In the near term, adapting to ambiguity
will be important as geopolitics moves
from a defined set of rules to a future that
is based on direct negotiations. While
some may find new avenues through
bespoke agreements, the lack of a clear,
universal framework makes strategic
planning challenging.

Secondly, countries previously in Mr.
Biden’s “third tier” might perceive an
opening, but they will also likely face
intensified diplomatic and economic
pressure as the U.S. prosecutes its
“trusted partner” strategy in the shadow
of the overarching U.S.-China rivalry.

Looking to the long term, the
intertwined forces of Al export controls
and tariffs will likely compel companies to
de-risk and diversify their supply chains.
“Friend-shoring” and regionalisation
efforts will intensify as businesses seek to
insulate themselves from the fallout of
this battle. This could lead to increasingly
separate tech ecosystems and a more
splintered technological world.

As these ecosystems evolve, China will
only accelerate its already massive
investment in domestic Al capabilities —
from semiconductor design and
manufacturing to foundational Al models.
U.S. trade policies are acting as a catalyst
for China’s self-reliance drive, even as a
U.S. foreign policy increasingly built on
direct deals for technology access will
likely trigger a more dynamic and
competitive scramble among nations to
align themselves strategically, caught
between the technological gravity of
Washington and Beijing.

This shift in U.S. Al export policy is not
a standalone event but a tactical
adjustment on this sprawling battlefield.
While the objective of ensuring U.S. Al
leadership and containing China’s
technological advance remains
unchanged, for the global tech industry,
this means bracing for continued
geopolitical turbulence where innovation,
market access, and supply chain integrity
are all caught in the crosshairs of this
superpower contest.
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the Trump administration aims to contain China’s Al

industry

€9 FRITHsT et T THTE 35AT H AT FI 71 Ha 9718 F:X

W@e

- The

now-axed ‘Artificial Intelligence Diffusion Rule’, introduced

under former President Joe Biden, was a complex attempt to manage
the global proliferation of advanced Al chips.

However, the Trump administration seems to be gearing up for a more
aggressive and transactional engagement.

« 379 58 faram o T Rp AT sefoste e wor, o q& egufar st
9155+ & dgd 92T FAT 3T U1, 37 vans foey & dRas yur « i
el FT Th STfCel TATH AT|

g, TT TATHT HTF IThHAS 3R A TR T@ AT Y I
T 5@ W R

Artificial Intelligence (Al) and tariffs have become pivotal battlegrounds in the
escalating rivalry between the United States and China.

F e gefterar (Al) 3R NE 319 TgFa T AR 3R Ao & T e afaeaei &
YHW Jeuieid §1 a0 g

Last week, the U.S. Department of Commerce (DOC) redrew a significant line of
engagement by formally rescinding the Biden administration’s Artificial Intelligence
Diffusion Rule, mere days before its May 15 effective date.

oo goarg, rANE aiffrsT fmer (DOC) 7 arss T F nfefrfRae sefosia
TEwgSTeT Tel T 3T 15 A 1 wo1relt fafdy @ Fo et ggel €1 o=y §9 A g X T
FgcaqoT sfife Y@ @l e & g & &=

The rescission signals a strategic pivot in how the U.S. intends to wage this high-
stakes tech war.

g YCAIHIUT 3H 35T GIT aTall dahsitehl 31§ 1 ITANH GaRT oI & WS 9@ H

SColTd T Thd &

This manoeuvre, set against the persistent drumbeat of the U.S.-China tariff disputes,
casts a long shadow of uncertainty and opportunity over tech companies and global
supply chains desperately trying to navigate the fight for Al supremacy.
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Direct intervention

AT gETAT

The now-axed Artificial Intelligence Diffusion Rule, introduced under Joe Biden in
January, was a complex attempt to manage the global proliferation of advanced Al
chips and, by extension, Al capabilities.

e Teg e arar 3nfefhRizer gefersia fSuwgsret wel, Seradl # At argser & dgad uer famar
I AT, 3T TS g 31K U3ns e1ansit & dRas yaR & [IfRa axa &1 v sifea

UITd AT
The stated aim, according to a White House press release, was to “provide clarity to
allied and partner nations” and streamline chip licensing.

Se18< 813 9 fAaIfo & 31eTarR, saehT ¥ 3egey ‘A 3R Al &t 1 Fasear
YTl Sl 3R FT TS dTeer sl Gegafeud s T

Critically, however, it established new, widespread restrictions on exporting U.S.-
made Al chips.

gTelifeh oY AgcaquT a1d I8 2 foh 581 3RS Afda vamé Rew & g was sk
g9 gfaeer oeny|

Mr. Biden’s framework was essentially a global triage system. Closest allies like
Japan and South Korea were largely spared.

AT SIS T AT HeAd: U ARG T fferar yommel 27| Jare 3 gfdor Fifar s
TS HAST TEHIM G2 HIBT 8E Toh ST 3T B

Adversaries, notably China and Russia, already under tight restrictions for advanced Al
chips, faced even tougher limitations, especially concerning sophisticated “closed” Al
models.

gidededr aif, fadw &0 & e 3k &, St uger & & 3eaAa w3 ey ) &3 gfaswt &
HHAT & @ &, 37 3R 3HTH o WATHT 1 HHAT AT I3T, WA GRS “Folles”
T3S ATSell & TGoT H|

The most significant impact was on a vast third tier of nations like Israel and Mexico.

These nations would have faced caps on Al chip imports (reportedly around 50,000
GPUs each) with avenues for increase.

T J3T W19 Sosd 3 ATFaa! S R TR & AT I 937| 37 20 T U3ns e &
3T W AT (Tcdeh & ol 1918191 50,000 GPUS) 3T TATHSAT ShielT ISdT, gTellfh 39
FeTaT T TG AT |

A measure explicitly designed to prevent China and Russia from sourcing critical
technology through them.
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Ig Teh U7 39T U7 oI TR & & <fter iR T 1 5o7 2t o ATeAH § HgedquT cleheiieh
e el O Uehed &b T 38T fomam arm am|

e Industry giants like Nvidia voiced strong opposition, calling the proposed rules
“‘unprecedented and misguided” and warning they would “derail global innovation.”

Nvidia SI& a1 fgaarait =¥ g&ent sha1 favrer faar 3R sreariad @t =i “sregaqa ik
HTHS SJIAT TUT Idrasit &1 o & “dfRgs FaaR & Ted T 3aR aFa &1’

e This regulatory structure was intended to build on previous guidance from October 2022
and October 2023.

Ig foramees o JrargaT 2022 3R ragax 2023 T ol fanfrdait ov smenia i
e The Trump administration has decisively swept this tiered system aside.
ET FATHA ¥ 37 TN TUTTel 1 v w7 & garea a0 &=
e The DOC’s announcement of the revocation included plans for a “replacement rule in

the future,” likely focusing on direct negotiations with countries as opposed to
blanket restrictions.

* DOC &I YGGIaT &1 givoT # “sifasy & vah yfaedraer fga” $r Jierr enfde o, A
ToracT: fardY der & WY wegeT arat 91 Hied gl o o surae gfaet a3

e U.S. Secretary of Commerce for Industry and Security Jeffrey Kessler declared, “The
Trump Administration will pursue a bold, inclusive strategy to American Al technology
with trusted foreign countries, while keeping the technology out of the hands of our
adversaries.”

3ARHT 35T 3R Gt arfoisy AT Y FHe o Fel, ‘T T faeaaeiy fagefr
oIt & T AN T3S dehelleh & ToIT U ATgHT, AT T 379arwer, Safed 39

gAN fafera & grat & gy w@am

e < He labelled Mr. Biden’s approach an “ill-conceived and counterproductive”
imposition.
* Segiel AT SIS T AT T T Ve g¥ et 3R gferger woimar srerat arell” R
fe=m

e ¢ Instead of Mr. Biden’s broad rulebook, the DOC issued immediate, pointed guidance.
« #Y S135+T & A9 [ATHAT T 5918, DOC = dehret 3R afdra fanfader Y frw|

o -« A stark reminder that using Huawei’s Ascend Al chips anywhere globally violates
U.S. export rules.

-?J%'Fcrcaérarra?ﬁzﬁﬁ?gma?mscend Alﬁwwgﬁmﬁﬁaﬁwm
aTa AT F1 Iea™gd T 2

e « A caution about the dire consequences of allowing U.S. Al chips to be used in training
Al models within China.

« FARFY v3ré Rrew 1 At 7 w3n$ Alser 1 RATT i & T 3uANer v ¥ 3gAfaT
SoT o IR aROTAT & IR & Idrgei|
e + Recommendations for fortifying chip supply chains against diversion tactics.

« T Torelifaat & faeey R smqfet sf@anat wt 7eqa e i fAwiRe|
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New battle tactics

7§ Jar Tt

* This shift in Al export control is more a change in battlefield tactics than a retreat from
strategic objectives.

« T3S T 20T 7 I Seelra Wisifas dadt & IS geel & Sy Jaur Wreifa 7
Ceeicid
» Both administrations share the core goal: cementing U.S. dominance in Al and

preventing China from leveraging advanced technology to surpass U.S. military and
economic power.

« Sl GRATH T HET T&T FHI ¢ TIHTE 7 AR To[ea bl HoTqT hdelt 3R «fler
SeeTcl dehileh ST 3T hleh FARAT Ve 3R I afdq &1 IR et & et

» Mr. Biden'’s strategy aimed to manage Al diffusion through a systematic, if
cumbersome, international framework.

« & I185+T FI WA & TS YHR F T cqafeYd, eIl AT, JAWSET e &
ATETH ¥ FIRT Ha F1 6T @il

» The Trump administration seems to be gearing up for a more flexible, arguably more
aggressive and transactional engagement, relying on bespoke agreements and
punitive actions against entities like Huawei.

* T GRITHT VAT o197 ¢ Toh 31T ordiielt, @orad: i 3mems 3R derge smeafia
gfeeaRIoT 3701 T6T &, S g3mar SHY Feyra & e faflrse gagital sik Serene Friarsat
T AR AT

» The explicit condemnation of using U.S. Al chips to train models in China underscores
this direct confrontational stance.

« i ¥ TS AT 1 IRET FA & forw AN vand RAew & 3uier fr Tyse Her 9
e T AT gf¥eHIoT 1 ISARR FA B

The rhetoric of a “bold, inclusive strategy with trusted foreign countries” hints at a
different approach to alliance-building in this tech conflict.

“Rreguey fageht oY & Yy vs argt, FaATael IR Hr ST 57 dwReY TuY A
HEAT FAATT & Ueh 376791 GICChI0T T Hohl St B

The unwavering focus on keeping advanced tech from adversaries shows that the
underlying contest with China remains paramount.

Rt @ 3era el Y T T W g CATT 57 a1 &1 GATAT § o et & | 7T
Herd 3737 o7t TR 5= g3 B

The economic front in the Al war

Al geer 7 3l A
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This recalibration of Al export controls cannot be viewed in isolation.
Al foraiTer far=rott & S8 GT-THATANST T 3TeTaT-2olaT AL S@T ST Hehel |

It is intrinsically linked to the ongoing tariff war, another major front in the U.S.-China
battle.

TE ST SRS Fger A ITeS A ST g3 &, S IARHT-et Ferd 7 veh AR @ A g

Significant tariffs, initiated under the previous Trump administration and largely
continued by Mr. Biden, were already a defining feature of the economic landscape.

UES I TF AIHR GaRT YE T 1T 3R a3 YA 9T AMEST a1 SIRY T 91T Ageaqor
RE uger 4 &1 3 aRgey 1 e yow fAAvar @ &

U.S. tariffs on Chinese goods, and retaliatory Chinese tariffs on U.S. products, have
directly impacted the tech sector by increasing the cost of components, servers, and
finished goods essential for Al development and infrastructure.

AT aE3it o) IARAT LR 3R 3ART Scurel W et & gferenencms RE 7 aewdrhr
& T WY g foha &, o a@ Al R 3R srawear o e smaeass geif, gt 3l
IR FEIHT T I 96 7S

In the current term, Mr. Trump has further solidified the hard line on China, deploying
tariffs as a coercive tool in trade and technology negotiations.

TIHTST FrheTer H, At €0 o et 9T F31 7@ 3 FE&d X fom 7, 3R =amar 3 siezfadr
ATt F gaTa ST & fov R F1 5K & & & sea@T Far g

Apart from tariffs, the current administration has increased compliance on
chipmakers.

R & 3retrar, AT TER F R A#ATE 9¥ g H o F A E

Most recently, Nvidia was required to go through a licensing route to ship its H20
GPUs to China.

gTeT & &, Nvidia T 379a H20 GPU &1 =ieT fistel o forT amgAfier wftsar & aperer usr|

The Al chip was a dumbed-down version of the powerful HL00 and H200 GPUs that
were tailor-made for China.

Ig Al T afFaame H100 3R H200 GPU T T el HEHIOT AT o1 {99y &9 @ DT &
forT IR forar aram 2|

This type of policy shift creates a dual pressure point for the tech industry: restricted
access to and movement of Al technology, compounded by the increased financial
burden of tariffs.

$H g T AT 7 TEolTd H dheiieh! 35T T Il ga1a &1 [EUTT o7 ST 82 Al dhedten
% 9ET AR 3% TR R gfdeer, 3R 58 a1 &1 SR 1 3 st ol 5 ST B

Tech companies are, in essence, navigating a minefield where both Al know-how and
the hardware it runs on are subject to intense geopolitical manoeuvring and
economic warfare.

deheitehl hUTal FHeTd: Ueh el &1 7 FH1H H @I 8, Tel Al faerwsrar ik 38 ) e
aTell FTSAAT, Al 81 ey S-Trareiiforen Torelifer it anf¥ies geer ot fowwm ot g &
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Navigating the new battleground

7T garratT 7 fererm e

For tech companies and their global supply chains, this integrated battlefront of Al
controls and tariffs signals continued, if not amplified, turbulence.

aeltehy Huferal 3 3o7ht e amqfet saranait & fore, Al fz=or sk ¢Rw w1 78
TYFT AT STRY YT I, 3R Fo1e: 3T Jefe T g 8|

In the near term, adapting to ambiguity will be important as geopolitics moves from a
defined set of rules to a future based on direct negotiations.

foehe srfasT &, srfAferear & 3efehel aof=ll JTavdeh gam Fifch §[-TSTalifer Teh TREIT
forerst qoTTelr & geany welt et ov smenfa sifas &1 3K a5 W e

While some may find new avenues through bespoke agreements, the lack of a clear,
universal framework makes strategic planning challenging.

$o @l Y FaAFlal & AT @ AT HTER Al Tohd €, clifehet Teh TUe 3R wrasiifaes
e Y FAT OTATAF DNTAT Y HideT g7 & B

Secondly, countries previously in Mr. Biden’s “third tier” might perceive an opening,
but they will also likely face intensified diplomatic and economic pressure as the U.S.
prosecutes its “trusted partner” strategy in the shadow of the overarching U.S.-China
rivalry.

g, St 2T ug e Aft argse Y “fredt Aol 7 AW S O, 9 3w Uy F I3 S w I A
&T T §, olfehel 3o¢ Feaiifasm 3R 3Tl gara &1 8 QAT AT 93 Hehel © 110
AR " [AeawT AR Wi sl 3ARFT- afagagfaar T orm 7 o] T W &

Looking to the long term, the intertwined forces of Al export controls and tariffs will
likely compel companies to de-risk and diversify their supply chains.

drdeTore gfScanior @ ¢i oY, Al foraTer fovararor il 3w &t Fgerd drenct et @ sroeh
amqfet spEenait sl A& FFa 3R e s & fow Fogy HEn|

“Friend-shoring” and regionalisation efforts will intensify as businesses seek to
insulate themselves from the fallout of this battle.

$H GUY & JHT & §9 & foIv safarar “Shs-anRer 3R aysfiaesor garat & ae S|

This could lead to increasingly separate tech ecosystems and a more splintered
technological world.

588 3R 3R fasnfora aweiiehr aIRfRufadY a7 3R v gst 7 98 aweiT gfaar o=
Fehdlr &

As these ecosystems evolve, China will only accelerate its already massive investment
in domestic Al capabilities — from semiconductor design and manufacturing to
foundational Al models.

S-SR I aIR T o7 il gie, e 319 axe] Al 4THamsit & Tea A& T @ a3
forder 1 — Aefiersae fBamse 3k AwTor @ o Fersqa Al Alsew o — 3 ash @
T

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page47



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

e U.S.trade policies are acting as a catalyst for China’s self-reliance drive, even as a
U.S. foreign policy increasingly built on direct deals for technology access will likely
trigger a more dynamic and competitive scramble among nations to align themselves
strategically, caught between the technological gravity of Washington and Beijing.

3ARF AR AT, i fr AR A ARFA F F RFF FTAFA R G E,
Stafer AR B Al AT a= el agw & el o menRa fager AfS = et &
Torfas gfaraat 3R goraer & 3R A9 X T &, S atfreres 3R fifSiar & aesiihr
T & & 9T H B

e This shiftin U.S. Al export policy is not a standalone event but a tactical adjustment
on this sprawling battlefield.

AR 1 Al Tt Y 7 75 sgora IS Tehel T 76T 8, Sioh SH A1UH JeyaiT &
Teh 0TI AT § |

e While the objective of ensuring U.S. Al leadership and containing China’s
technological advance remains unchanged, for the global tech industry, this means
bracing for continued geopolitical turbulence where innovation, market access, and
supply chain integrity are all caught in the crosshairs of this superpower contest.

IARFT A Al Agea gARaa & 31 ier 1 Farslihr garfer wt dfAT F 1 35827
TUTI &, oifehet 3R darelieh! 3TN & foIT SHAT 371 § oA ST T§= aTell 8-
Tt 3rfeaRar, TS e, eiR 9ga AR ATqfed sf@er 1 r@sdl, 99 3o 56
AT oY & A W B
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Trade diplomacy

Trade restrictions against Bangladesh
will not have much coercive value
l n an escalation of bilateral trade-related ten-

sions, India recently announced restrictions

on readymade garments and other specified
commodities from Bangladesh. The Directorate
General of Foreign Trade’s announcement target-
ing Bangladesh’s vital apparel sector sent an un-
mistakable signal that deteriorating political rela-
tions have now spilled over into economic ties.
By specifically denying Bangladeshi goods access
to India’s northeast market, New Delhi has deli-
vered a pointed message to Mohammed Yunus,
Bangladesh’s interim leader, who during his visit
to China in March 2025 had invited Chinese ac-
cess to India’s northeast through Bangladesh, de-
scribing the northeast as landlocked. While In-
dia’s discomfiture about Bangladesh-China
discussions regarding India’s northeast is under-
standable, this trade restriction may hurt Bangla-
deshi businesses, largely dependent on garment
export, but will do little to aid New Delhi’s stra-
tegic interests. Bangladesh’s recent political tur-
moil stems from protests against its former elect-
ed government, and the interim leadership —
struggling with resistant bureaucracy and ongo-
ing instability — has blamed New Delhi due to its
perceived close ties with the previous administra-
tion led by Sheikh Hasina. The Yunus-led admi-
nistration’s warming up to Pakistan, and its ban
on the Awami League — actions that go against its
promises to the international community — have
worsened relations. The imperative for New Del-
hi must be to come up with a deft outreach to
other political parties in Bangladesh as they pre-
pare for elections. While Mr. Yunus had an-
nounced that elections will be held later this
year, there is still no clarity on the date.

New Delhi must, in consonance with the rest
of the international community, advise the re-
gime to conduct elections quickly. A political ges-
ture of this nature while engaging with multiple
stakeholders in Bangladesh’s polity is more ap-
propriate than using restrictive moves related to
trade, as this would only heighten the anti-India
sentiment being fanned by some elements in
Bangladesh after the Awami League govern-
ment’s exit. Such radical elements, many of
whom have little investment in the restoration of
democratic processes, could also create fresh law
and order problems that could lead to security is-
sues in the northeast. India should carefully lay
out its response keeping in mind that while it has
to communicate its displeasure to the Yunus go-
vernment, it also has to maintain working rela-
tions with this administration till a popularly
elected government takes charge in Dhaka.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Trade Diplomacy: On India-Bangladesh
Trade-Related Tensions

SATIR FeaAlfdl: HRA-TTTeTeer SAIR Heehl
aarq

. Indiarecently imposed trade restrictions
on readymade garments and other goods from
Bangladesh.

R A BT & H Tl ¥ 3T grel AR &t

3R 3T FEGHT W TR wfaeer ome
e The Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT)

issued the notification targeting Bangladesh’s important
apparel sector.

Ig e fAger SAraR AIf@eRTed (DGFT) o SR &1, St
ST o HEedquT I &1 I fARITelT qelrell &

e  This move shows that worsening political relations are
affecting economic ties between the two countries.

agma%ﬁm%ﬁsﬁm?ﬁgémﬁmmmaﬁa%ﬁa}:
3T "l F gefaad FT R §

e India has specifically denied Bangladeshi goods access
to its northeast market.

AR o fIY €0 & 370 qafa] a16iR # aieangelt §#AmT & gaer
I T &

. This was meant as a message to Mohammed Yunus,
Bangladesh’s interim leader, who during his March 2025 visit
to China invited Chinese access to India’s northeast through
Bangladesh.

Tg RN AT SIS & HARHA AT Algrae IAd I, [Sirglel A
2025 # T Y AT & GRTT et Y R o qafeR Toh Tgo=t b
TorT SraemTeer ATt < dereher i &Y

e  Yunus described India’s northeast region as landlocked
during his visit.

IoTH & 3Ya1 AT & GRTeT HRA o Yafa¥ &7 ol FIel-31ga
CECIEHERIRI
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e India’s concern over Bangladesh-China talks about the northeast region is
understandable.

HR T 38 a1 I a1 arfore § o Sizeneer-=iet S qafa &7 & IR # s &1 @1 8

e The trade restrictions may hurt Bangladeshi businesses, especially those dependent
on garment exports, but will not help India’s strategic interests.

¥ IR wideer aEareedt sqaumy, araet a6 faata X @8R cqaardt i Jhar g
Thd &, oifched IRA & Torehfaes Ral & Ace 8T 0|

e Bangladesh’s current political turmoil is due to protests against the former elected
government.

STTETERT H TTAT JeTelicish AR I et §§ THR & el faier & FRoTE|

e The interim government blames India because of its perceived close ties with the
previous administration led by Sheikh Hasina.

AR TIFR R FT AN &t & FA TR AT STl § T SR &7 AW g & oAcfed arelr

74§ & H1Y w6 G969 B
e The Yunus administration has warmed relations with Pakistan and banned the Awami
League, breaking promises made to the international community.

T RIS & QIfREaTet o A1 Het 9670 & 3R 3aret sfer w1 gfceer semar g, S
HAWTSET FHGH & i T 370 arel & faadia g

e India should initiate a careful outreach to other political parties in Bangladesh ahead of
elections.

TRl T AT W TE el STTClIRT & e UTellicioh il U ATTETATIdeh HIF Y& el TRV |

e Yunus has announced elections will be held later in 2025, but the exact date is not yet
clear.

I8 o ©YOTT Y § o GeATa 2025 F 3 7 8191, oot Sran ardre arsf v 7t B

¢ India, along with the international community, should advise Bangladesh’s interim
regime to hold elections quickly.

HI T HATSET HETT & A1 TR STTarger i 3dARH THR I IoATd Seg el
Y HelTg S TfRT|

o Political gestures engaging multiple stakeholders are better than trade restrictions,
which may increase anti-India sentiment in Bangladesh.

TreTaiaeh Hohd ST s RTeenT oY iRl Y, 3 SR gfa«el & g &, Fif ufaea @
TIACY H ARA-FAAEN HraaT 5 Ihar gl

o Some radical elements in Bangladesh, uninterested in democracy, could cause law and
order problems and threaten security in India’s northeast.

ST & $& heeudl dcd, St dliehld H e g1 TWd, I FefA-sqaE YT S FHEIT YeT
Y Hehel g I R & g 1 FR&T & frw @awr ot dahd &

e India must balance communicating its displeasure to the Yunus government while
maintaining working relations until a popularly elected government takes office in
Dhaka.

IR P YT TXHR Y 3Tl ARSI ST Il T HY T TFeh HIABISH T AT TG
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ISLAMABAD
Pakistan Army chief General Asim Pakistan Army chief General

Munir promoted as Field Marshal f/lirrghl\glu nir promoteg SpsRield

qifehETel AT Y@ Sl
ITRAF AR 1 Bres Al F ug
T qaleete fohdT 1

e Pakistan Army chief General Asim Munir
was on Tuesday promoted as the Field

¥ Marshal for “successfully” leading the armed
e forces in the recent conflict with India.

A |GS Paper i: IR | W@mmmmﬂﬁ?aﬁ

Pakistan Army chief General Asim Munir was on Tuesday promoted

as the Field Marshal for “successfully” leading the armed forces in HITIIR T IR & 91T glel & gy & =TT T

the recent conflict with India. The decision was taken at a Cabinet N Y ¥ T H
meeting chaired by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. The decision was Sel elcjed enied & ®5 A & ACRA

taken for his “exemplary role” in the conflict with India. PTI qa,,_—,.m- R ITaT|

e The decision was taken at a Cabinet meeting chaired by Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif.

T TAOTT TeITeTAT ArgaTer QI BT ITEALTT H g% Shideie Soeh # foram |
e The decision was taken for his “exemplary role” in the conflict with India.

Ig AU $1IRA & A1 Ho #H 3ofeh “3chse AT & HROT forr ar |
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Sudan Army begins operation to
oust RSF from outskirts of capital

.
gy ¥

' "5_ e T LR ., Ao
|GS Paper Il: IR | REUTERS

Clashes erupted on Tuesday on the outskirts of Sudan’s capital as
the Army launched a “large-scale” offensive to dislodge the
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces from its last positions in the area.
The Army said it began the push on Monday to retake the holdouts,
where health authorities reported a deadly cholera outbreak. AFp

Sudan Army begins
operation to oust RSF from
outskirts of capital

ST HAT o TSTUTAT F el
SdTdh ¥ IRTHTE HY fAFre=
& fow it g v

. Clashes erupted on Tuesday on the
outskirts of Sudan’s capital as the Army
launched a “large-scale” offensive to
dislodge the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) from its last positions in the
area.

HITCTAR &l FaTeT el JSTHTeAT & ST Felleh
H 3189 15 913, 519 ol o a17 H SfAfady
IRz guie v (3IRTaT®) A 389 3ifadA
STl & geTal & fT “cardeh” §HeT Y&
R

The Army said it began the push on Monday to retake the holdouts, where health authorities

reported a deadly cholera outbreak.

YT o g7 [ 38 FHAR I Feal A Tgel aTel Sollehl 1 ATTH et & Torw HTRATET & fomam, srgt
ALY HTRAHNT Teh Ecleh ol HETHARY &l RUIE &Y o |
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1. Axiom-4 mission: ISRO, NASA to hold outreach
activities
efFasna-4 e s 30T A ganT aersar afafafear
Ao Y STee

2. BSF to resume public retreat ceremony on Punjab
border

YSiTe HIAT W STHTE gaRT Fidafasd Réle TARE e &

& R STeam
3. Jayant Narlikar, Indian astrophysicist who challenged
Big Bang theory, passes away

Rrgriar # atdt &, w1 v
4. India poised to emerge as world’s top potato producer

HICT gieiaT T i 31T 3cUTes Foial T AR AW

5. M.R. Srinivasan, a key architect of India’s nuclear
programme, N0 more

I F AT FEAHH & THE aTFJHR TH.AR. AfAarae
eI &

6. Kurma Mela: The Science of the Mass Nesting of Olive
Ridley Turtles

Fo Aer. Aifad R w53 F aefes aiwer ga=
defas ufsan

7. Jarosite: a natural clock on Mars
IRIETSE: HITA Tg W TF Tpfas a3y

8. Stitch in Time: On Judiciary and Environment Ministry
Notifications
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9. India’s ‘new normal’ deconstructed
R T ‘AT AHAT faawor

10. Progress should not just be fast but future-proof
AT At aor ¢ afew SfasT-uag ot gl afRw

11. Trade Diplomacy: On India-Bangladesh Trade-
Related Tensions

SR Fealia: HRA-TTATeRr SR Jatf qera
12. The role of the Internet in spreading misinformation

geTAC Y AT el G thellel A
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Axiom-4 mission:
ISRO, NASA to hold
outreach activities

|GS Paper IlI: S&T

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) and
the U.S’s National Aero-
nautics and Space Admi-
nistration (NASA) will con-
duct two  outreach
activities as part of Indian
astronaut Group Captain
Shubhanshu Shukla’s Ax-
iom-4 mission (Ax-4) to the
International Space Station
(ISS) which is scheduled to
be launched on June 8
from NASA’s Kennedy
Space Center in Florida.

Dana Weigel, manager,
International Space Station
Program, NASA, in a vir-
tual mission overview
press conference for the
upcoming mission said,
“As part of this mission NA-
SA is partnering with the
ISRO to host a joint public
downlink event to show-
case the strength of the in-
ternational collaboration
and our show of commit-
ment to expanding access
to space NASA and ISRO
will also conduct five joint
science investigation in ad-
dition to two outreach
activities.”

Further elaborating on
the outreach activities, Su-
deesh Balan, project direc-
tor, ISRO, said the space
agency is planning two stu-
dent events in which the
astronaut would be inte-
racting directly with the
student community.

“One activity is a stu-
dent event where the as-
tronaut would be interact-
ing directly with the
student community... We
are planning two such
events across the country.

- u |

Group Captain Shubhanshu
Shukla’s mission to the 1SS is
scheduled on June 8.

The two space
agencies will also

conduct experiments
on human research
programmes

Apart from that there is an
amateur radio link which is
an existing tradition in the
ISS. There will be an ama-
teur radio contact with the
student community... we
have identified the stu-
dents and these activities
are currently in progress.
We have located two plac-
es in India where this will
be happening,” he said.

ISRO has already shor-
tlisted seven microgravity
research experiments pro-
posed by Indian Principal
Investigators (PIs) from va-
rious national R&D labora-
tories and academic insti-
tutions for implementation
on the ISS.

ISRO and NASA will also
be conducting five more
experiments which will
mainly be on human re-
search programmes which
Group Captain Shukla will
be participating in.
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Axiom-4 mission: ISRO, NASA to hold

outreach activities

vfFaana-4 fReeT: s 3iv amar gar
SRR dT Ifafaforar 3mAfara i e

The Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) and the U.S.’s National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA) will conduct two
outreach activities as part of Indian astronaut
Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla’s Axiom-4
mission (Ax-4) to the International Space
Station (ISS).

AT ITANET ITHETT FISeT (S8 3 3rAR=HT
&Y AT WATCTFH Us FTIH vsfRfaATeers (aAmm),
T et AT o SeeeT Qi g
TTFA3NA-4 TR (Ax-4) F TEd Y SATRh T
afafafrt smafSa F3Er

o The mission is scheduled to launch on June 8 from
NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in Florida.

Ig TARIGT 8 ST 1 ATAT & Faist TIH X, FelET A dllea fomar

ST |

. Dana Weigel, manager of the International Space
Station Program, said that NASA is partnering with ISRO to
host a joint public downlink event.

HATSET 3afiaT TEUT FIIHA T JaUF ST el o gl [
+ATET ST o AT fACIRT Ueh FYFT AdoTialsh SI3eATeieh HIAHH
AT M|

. The event aims to showcase international collaboration
and commitment to expanding access to space.

TE HIAHH HATSET TEANT AR HARET T g Tare Hir
yfaegrar 1 wefia Ham|

. In addition to outreach, five joint science investigations
will be conducted.

ST SRR AfAfafRrdl & 3rerrar, gier ¥gFa darfae IqaeT 6T Srea|
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ISRO’s project director Sudeesh Balan said that two student events are being planned

across India.

S o IRATSTAT ¥eren GEXT aTeler o et foh R 7 &Y BT FRFAT bl ATSTall Fol1S ST
wrel

In these events, the astronaut will interact directly with the student community.

SoT HIAHAT H IANET ITHT ST § Y Fa1g F37|

There will also be an amateur radio link, a tradition in the ISS, for student interaction.
ZTh 1Al OTAT o TaTG o Tolv ATAR I fole &Y g1om, ST 1SS T veh W ¢
Students have already been identified, and the activities are currently in progress.
ST $T Igel &F UgaT X off 315 & 3R afafafear sq a&g werfa A §1

Two locations in India have been selected for these outreach events.

SoT SRRl HIAHHAT & foIT AR H &Y TITAT T IIeT [hAT IAT B |

ISRO has shortlisted seven microgravity research experiments proposed by Indian
researchers from national R&D labs and academic institutions.

SERY o TSEI HTHUTA FANTATEATHT I AaTfOrF FEATAT § HRA d=ATTeeht gaRT
TEATA 7 ATSRIATAEY SeTHeTT AN T TAfoie e &

These experiments will be implemented on the ISS.

I FANT ISS I 19 fohT Sirdar |

ISRO and NASA will also conduct five additional experiments focused on human
research programmes.

SO 3 ATHT AT HTHETT FIHAT I hioe uter arfaRare 2o off ey
Group Captain Shukla will participate in these human research activities.

ol ATTd 3TTHETeT ATATATAT 3 P HFeeeT QFelT AT 3|
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BSF to resume
public retreat
ceremony on
Punjab border

|GS Paper IlI: Internal Security |

Press Trust of India
AMRITSAR

The Border Security Force
(BSF) has said the public
flag-lowering retreat cere-
mony at Attari, Hussaini-
wala and Sadki in Punjab
along the Pakistan frontier
will begin on Wednesday.

It was stopped after Op-
eration Sindoor.

The ceremony, howev-
er, will be curtailed as BSF
troops will not shake
hands with Pakistan Ran-
gers, and the gates will not
be opened during the flag-
lowering process as de-
clared earlier, officials had
said on Monday.
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BSF to resume public retreat ceremony on Punjab
border

YSITd HIAT W STHTE gaRT Aidei s RElC TARE
5T & & o Smeen

The Border Security Force (BSF) has announced that the
public flag-lowering retreat ceremony at Attari,
Hussainiwala, and Sadki in Punjab, located along the
Pakistan frontier, will resume on Wednesday.

AT FI&T e (Hreaeed) F viyon A § % afdreae @ a
T YITe & e, glaftare 3 Feh F ardeifa eaer
HRET REIE FARIE Tear F FT F o e smeem)

The ceremony had earlier been stopped after Operation
Sindoor, which was a security operation.

IE FARIE Tg JTavereT Ry & a1g O foram o om, S o
&I FTHATT 4|

o However, the ceremony will now be held in a curtailed format. As per officials, BSF
troops will not shake hands with Pakistan Rangers, and the gates between the two
countries will not be opened during the flag-lowering process, unlike the usual
practice.

glelifeh 37 Ig ARG WI&TCT T & IS Toham SITwan | iRt & 3aR, fivavs
ST UTfhEdTeT (o @ 81 81 fAemar, 3R eqor 3raeor uikar & it =t goif & o=
& e A @l AT, ST foF THT T F giar 27|
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Jayant Narlikar, Indian astrophysicist who
challenged Big Bang theory, passes away

He first gained international recognition when, alongside the British astronomer Fred Hoyle, he proposed the ‘steady state’ model of the universe;
a prolific writer, Narlikar explored themes ranging from alien encounters to the moral quandaries arising from the rapid technological progress

[GS Paper IIl: S&T

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

ayant Narlikar, one
Jof India’s most dis-

tinguished  astro-
physicists who combined
profound theoretical in-
sight into cosmology with a
lifelong commitment to
science communication,
passed away at his resi-
dence in Pune on Tuesday.
He was 86.

Describing what made
Dr. Narlikar one of the
“greats”, Tarun Soura-
deep, Director of the Ra-
man Research Institute
(RRI), Bengaluru, told The
Hindu that it was his “sense
of justice and equality”
and his “unwavering com-
mitment” to popularising
science and combating
“non-science-based super-
stition and astrology” that
set him apart.

As a gifted institution-
builder, Dr. Narlikar played
a pioneering role in esta-
blishing the Inter-Universi-
ty Centre for Astronomy
and Astrophysics (IUCAA),
Pune, where he served as
Founder-Director. Under

his stewardship, TUCAA
emerged as a globally re-
cognised centre for theo-
retical physics, cosmology,
and astrophysics.

“He spawned a number
of leading scientists who
set new directions and
schools: Thanu Padmanab-
han (cosmology, gravita-
tion, and quantum gravi-
ty); Sanjeev Dhurandhar
(gravitational waves); Ajit
Kembhavi (data-driven ob-
servational astronomy), to
name a few,” Dr. Soura-
deep, who completed his
doctoral research under
Dr. Narlikar’s guidance,
said.

“‘Science populariser’

A prolific writer and
science populariser, Dr.
Narlikar once recalled, in a
blog post, “playing table
tennis with Stephen Hawk-
ing (prior to his muscular
atrophy)” when they were
both students at the Un-
iversity of Cambridge.

Dr. Narlikar first gained
international recognition
when, alongside the British
astronomer Fred Hoyle, he
proposed the “steady

.

JAYANT NARLIKAR (1938-2025)

state” model of the un-
iverse — a theory positing a
timeless cosmos in which
matter is continuously
created.

This stood in contrast to
the dominant Big Bang mo-
del, a term ironically
coined by Sir Fred to dis-
parage it, which posits that
the universe began at a sin-
gle point in time.

Vocal critic

Although subsequent ob-
servational evidence has
since firmly supported the

Big Bang theory, Dr. Narli-
kar remained a persistent
and vocal critic of it, adapt-
ing and refining the steady
state view throughout his
career.

“He wore his remarka-
ble learning in various dis-
ciplines very lightly and he
combined to an unusual
degree formidable scholar-
ship with humility. He was
well and truly a most lumi-
nous star of Indian science,
who reflected the noblest
of our civilisational tradi-
tions,” Congress communi-

cations in-charge and Ra-
jya Sabha member Jairam
Ramesh tweeted. He
shared an excerpt from the
1964 edition of Yojana — a
Planning Commission pu-
blication — which debated
whether India should lure
the young Narlikar back
from Cambridge.

In a rare feat, Dr. Narli-
kar was awarded the Pad-
ma Bhushan in 1965, even
before formally beginning
his career in India at the
Tata Institute of Funda-
mental Research (TIFR),
Mumbai. He later received
the Padma Vibhushan in
2004.

Among his many acco-
lades were the UNESCO
Kalinga Prize for the popu-
larisation of science in
1996 and the prestigious
Prix Jules Janssen from the
French Astronomical So-
ciety in 2004.

Literary contributions

Dr. Narlikar was also wide-
ly admired for his literary
contributions. His science-
fiction story Dhoomaketu
(The Comet) was adapted
into a film, while his auto-

biography Chaar Nagaran-
tale Maze Vishwa (My Tale
of Four Cities) was awarded
the Sahitya Akademi Prize.
His writing — marked by
clarity, an avoidance of jar-
gon, and philosophical
depth — explored themes
ranging from alien encoun-
ters to the moral quandar-
ies arising from the rapid
technological progress.

His key influences
He was frequently featured
in science programmes on
television in the 1990s and
credited Carl Sagan’s out-
reach work, as well as the
fiction of Sir Fred, Isaac
Asimov, Arthur C. Clarke,
and Ray Bradbury, as key
influences in his approach
to communicating science.
Born to eminent parents
— Vishnu Vasudev Narlikar,
a mathematician at Bana-
ras Hindu University (now
IIT-BHU), and Sumati Narli-
kar, a Sanskrit scholar — Dr.
Narlikar received his early
education in Varanasi be-
fore moving to the Univer-
sity of Cambridge, where
he completed his Ph.D. un-
der Sir Fred’s mentorship.

Jayant Narlikar, Indian astrophysicist who challenged Big
Bang theory, passes away

A AT, AR @It sitfasiag Segier faer dar Rigeia #
gatcil &1, T e

Jayant Narlikar, one of India’s most distinguished astrophysicists,
who combined profound theoretical insight into cosmology with a
lifelong commitment to science communication, passed away at his
residence in Pune on Tuesday. He was 86.

S AT, AR F IHE G Hifawiae & § o, gl sears ee
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# g8 Aguifas WAt A e §9R F 9fa srsiasr yfaagerar & arer i,
T HIAR HT YOI A e frary o3 foerst g aram) 9 86 9 &

He first gained international recognition when, alongside British astronomer Fred
Hoyle, he proposed the ‘steady state’ model of the universe.

3o Ugell IR IHAWTSET UgdTeT d [Hell STa 3egiel Tafeer WaNermEat %3 el o a1er
AR STEATS T U JaeT Al Tedd fohar|

A prolific writer, Narlikar explored themes ranging from alien encounters to the moral
guandaries arising from rapid technological progress.

Teh ScdTeeh o @ o T H ATl o T § FeThid A I Aol dehellehl Farfd A 3ot
A wael as & w2t &1 gsdrer #

Tarun Souradeep, Director of the Raman Research Institute (RRI), Bengaluru, said it
was Dr. Narlikar’s “sense of justice and equality” and his “unwavering
commitment” to popularising science and opposing “non-science-based
superstition and astrology” that set him apart.

reoT WA, Tt R $TACYE (RIARIMS), AT & G2, o gT fah 3. aArelint i
fafArse garar o1 3erer “samr 3R FATEar #1 a7 3R e $ gwR g “sdefas
srerfarearw il sAfAw” & faier 7 3a7ht “sree afdagear|

As a gifted institution-builder, he played a pioneering role in establishing the Inter-

University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA), Pune, where he served
as Founder-Director.

T GfameImel HEUT-FAATAT & €9 & 3egie Jor H $e-gfAafdd) $e B wreiA v
TEIBTFH (IUCAA) &t TaT9a1T 3 3rarofY siffret fvas 3R sas weumas g w©|

Under his leadership, IUCAA became a globally recognised centre for theoretical
physics, cosmology, and astrophysics.

3efeh aicjed & IUCAA o Hewrifas silfah, sears R 3k @ae sitfadh & fow o
3ARTH TA I ATFIAT IIod Fg T golT e 3R
He mentored many renowned scientists like Thanu Padmanabhan (cosmology,

gravitation, guantum gravity), Sanjeev Dhurandhar (gravitational waves), and Ajit
Kembhavi (data-driven observational astronomy).

3e0IeT YTe] TEHTH (FEATS AT, Toearadvr, Farea dfad), wefta yRem (e
awn), 3R 3rsiia HHTEY (32T ATUTRT FaT0r GIARITET) S F3 IRiey daTfeiar &l
AT e

In a blog post, Dr. Narlikar once recalled playing table tennis with Stephen Hawking,
before Hawking's muscular atrophy progressed, during their student days at
Cambridge.

Teh Sell9T GIEC H 3. sATeliehT o I1e; fohdT AT o 3egiey TPt & yerd & et Twa gifhar
& a1y Saer o Welt ofY, ST 37ehy AT geferar 3 e 9 o)
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e He proposed the steady state theory, which postulates a timeless universe where
matter is continuously created, in contrast to the Big Bang theory, which posits a
universe beginning from a single point in time.

3ogiel RUR et Reia T fonar, e v Frardia seais i aReedsr 6 a1 §
foraet amerelt fAReR 3eae=T gielt el @, St o favar a1 R & faoldia €, ot sieois
uF fiig & YTIATT A STl

o Despite observational evidence favoring the Big Bang, Dr. Narlikar remained a
persistent and vocal critic, refining the steady state view throughout his career.

Fer &1 WaToier way foer a1 RAgeia T GAST X ¢, ST, ATeliad of 9 3709 HRIAT H
fEuR sraeyr gfeaior & fadaw i i 31k sae ey srdes o= @

e Jairam Ramesh, Congress MP, tweeted that Dr. Narlikar “wore his remarkable
learning with humility” and reflected “the noblest of Indian civilisational
traditions”.

FIAW WU STIH WA o e fhar & sf. Arelient o “3raer srefada A : fasaar &
Y &ROT fFAT’ 3T “HRAT FdT Y ATTHaH WA 1 gfafsfaa fHam

e In 1965, even before starting his formal career in India, he was awarded the Padma
Bhushan, and later the Padma Vibhushan in 2004.

3egiel IR H 3191 INTATRE HRIT T YB3 I Tgel &1 1965 H qeF ST gred foha,
3R a1E # 2004 F g fysEor § GFATAS U a7

e He also received the UNESCO Kalinga Prize in 1996 for science popularisation and the
Prix Jules Janssen from the French Astronomical Society in 2004.

37 1996 # fa=ATeT TR o fIT FATHT Hfm [EFR 3T 2004 # $rerr @aereme=ir
raTEe A R Sew stewsr R o A

e His science-fiction story, Dhoomaketu (The Comet), was adapted into a film, and his
autobiography Chaar Nagarantale Maze Vishwa (My Tale of Four Cities) received the
Sahitya Akademi Prize.

3oTeh! FraTer- T FgTell gF7g R fest ol 3R 3Tt AeHFAT TX FIRIde! A5 [aea
T W IhIEHT [EPR T TFATAT foham 1|

e His writings were admired for their clarity, philosophical depth, and avoidance of
jargon, covering subjects from aliens to ethical questions of tech progress.

AT W T FqsedT, Sreifasd TS 3R Ffee reerae & 9a & forw g =, Fad
T A AHT dehaAteh! WIfa & 3cUee Afas Faral de e I

e He credited Carl Sagan, Fred Hoyle, Isaac Asimov, Arthur C. Clarke, and Ray
Bradbury as key influences in science communication.

Sogiel FTel Va1, 3 1T, ITSAF FTAAT, 3T . Fareh, 3T Y 59 A e TR
H 39T IROT3AT & & H ATAT|
e Bornto Vishnu Vasudev Narlikar, a mathematician at Banaras Hindu University

(now IIT-BHU), and Sumati Narlikar, a Sanskrit scholar, he had his early education
in Varanasi before moving to Cambridge for his Ph.D. under Sir Fred Hoyle.

3 fsop argeE aArela, S aarw g frafagarera (e amgamsd-divay) # aftraw 2,

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page6O

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

3 gafa arclte, S v oegpa Reame o, & 77 A 351 armoret F arf®e framw g
1 3R a1e 7 FX ¥3 grad & ARG # fuadt & forw Fiessr T o)

‘India poised to emerge as

world’s top potato producer

S Paper lll: Agriculture
India is on track to becoming the world’s top

potato producer, overtaking China, according to
scientists from the Peru-based International
Potato Center (Centro Internacional de la Papa -
CIP). Speaking at a symposium on “Root and
Tuber Crops Research and Development in India
and South Asia”, experts projected that India’s
annual potato production could rise to 100
million tonnes by 2050. Addressing the seminar,
the chairperson of the CIP Board, Helen Hambly
Odame, said the institution’s 50-year partnership
with India has been instrumental in it becoming
the second largest potato producer globally.

India poised to emerge
as world’s top potato
producer

e gferam st eft 3rmey.
3cUTEH Tetel FT 3T
IR

—Indiais on track to
becoming the world’s top
potato producer,
overtaking China,
according to scientists
from the Peru-based
International Potato
Center (Centro
Internacional de la Papa —
CIP).

— UF-3TTRT SexAUsT
qideY WX (CIP) & d=ifaient
& HAAR, AR il I S
BISd §U g &1 ofiy are
3cUTGH g 1 fgem &
AT B

e — Speaking at a symposium on “Root and Tuber Crops Research and Development
in India and South Asia”, experts projected that India’s annual potato production

could rise to 100 million tonnes by 2050.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488 7

Page6 1

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

patriotic (-

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

w

STl gU TaRI=iT o 3TN ST foh TR T TS 3ATe] SeUTget 2050 T 10 I8 & dh

tlg?maa—crr%‘l

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

— Addressing the seminar, the chairperson of the CIP Board, Helen Hambly Odame,
said the institution’s 50-year partnership with India has been instrumental in it
becoming the second largest potato producer globally.

— FIMSEY T AT A §T CIP 1S Y 3reTaT g Sl INTH A T F TEAT FHr AR
& Ty 50 T A ARG 7 30 IRGF FA T GHA FIA T37 37| 3cGH Sofad H Heg

gl

M.R. Srinivasan, a key architect of
India’s nuclear programme, no more

|GS Paper II: S&T

The Hindu Bureau
UDHAGAMANDALAM

M.R. Srinivasan, former
Chairman of the Atomic
Energy Commission and
Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy,
passed away in Udhaga-
mandalam on Tuesday. He
was 95.

Dr. Srinivasan joined the
Department of Atomic
Energy (DAE) in Septem-
ber 1955 and began his dis-
tinguished career working
alongside Dr. Homi J. Bhab-
ha on the construction of
India’s first nuclear re-
search reactor, Apsara,
which achieved criticality
in August 1956.

In August 1959, he was
appointed Principal Pro-
ject Engineer for the con-
struction of India’s first
atomic power station. His
leadership continued to
shape the nation’s nuclear
programme when, in 1967,
he took charge as Chief
Project Engineer of the Ma-
dras Atomic Power Station.

Dr. Srinivasan held sev-
eral key positions of na-

ML.R. SRINIVASAN (1930-2025)

tional importance. In 1974,
he became Director of the
Power Projects Engineer-
ing Division, DAE, and in
1984, Chairman of the Nu-
clear Power Board. In
these roles, he oversaw the
planning, execution, and
operation of all nuclear
power projects across the
country.

In 1987, he was appoint-
ed Chairman of the Atomic
Energy Commission and
Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy.
That same year, he became

the Founder-Chairman of
the Nuclear Power Corpo-
ration of India Ltd.
(NPCIL). Under his leader-
ship, 18 nuclear power un-
its were developed — seven
of which were operational,
seven under construction,
and four in the planning
stage.

His contributions to In-
dia’s nuclear energy land-
scape will be remembered
for generations to come,
his daughter Sharada Srini-
vasan said in a statement
released by the family. In

He began his career
working alongside
Homi Bhabha on the
construction of
India’s first nuclear
research reactor

recognition of his contri-
butions to India’s nuclear
energy programme, Dr.
Srinivasan was awarded
the Padma Vibhushan in
2015. “India will always be
grateful to him for advanc-
ing scientific progress and
mentoring many young
scientists,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi wrote on
social media platform X.

“It has been my good
fortune to have known him
for a long time and he is so-
meone who has left a deep
and lasting impression on
me by the strength of his
commitments, his deep
appreciation of the larger
social functions of science,
and his profound under-
standing of India’s rich cul-
tural traditions,” Congress
MP Jairam Ramesh wrote
onX.

M.R. Srinivasan, a key
architect of India’s
nuclear programme,
no more

I & AT FRIHA
F Y@ TRJFR

TH. AR, ANfaarae a8t
®

M.R. Srinivasan, former
Chairman of the Atomic
Energy Commission and
Secretary of the
Department of Atomic
Energy, passed away in
Udhagamandalam on
Tuesday. He was 95.

QIATO] Sl AHTANT & g
3regat 3R gIHATI] FSAT

e & a9 vA. IR, AAfAarEd F1 ATAIR F SUTASATH A e gY Im)
d95a¥ &
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e —Dr. Srinivasan joined the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) in September 1955
and began his distinguished career working alongside Dr. Homi J. Bhabha on the
construction of India’s first nuclear research reactor, Apsara, which achieved criticality
in August 1956.

— 3. ANfo¥arae & Rdaw 1955 # GAT] FaiT fA9meT (DAE) # anffier g1y 3T, gt o, smam
& A1 HRA & g TATY] IFaeTe Ruaed ‘3w & AH0T & e e g o, S
3ITE 1956 # fohfeahferdt oo Tgar|

e —In August 1959, he was appointed Principal Project Engineer for the construction of
India’s first atomic power station.

— HIEA 1959 H 3¢ HR o Tgel YIATY FalT FAT o AT & fT gerrer TRt
FfFar f@gerd fomar rm|

e — His leadership continued to shape the nation’s nuclear programme when, in 1967, he
took charge as Chief Project Engineer of the Madras Atomic Power Station.

— 1967 # 37giel HETH YA FaiT T & HET TRASAT HTATAT T HRIFR Farer 3R
3eTehT ScJcd &THAT o $TRC o TRATY] SIRsh T 3TN TR e

e —Dr. Srinivasan held several key positions of national importance. In 1974, he became
Director of the Power Projects Engineering Division, DAE, and in 1984, Chairman of
the Nuclear Power Board.

— 1. M A &S AgcaquT TS el W 1 AT 1974 H F GATO] ST faemer &
qTa] Notaed Sonfaafier fBdtere & fders a1 3N 1984 7 7fFeraw arav 15 & reger
T

o —Inthese roles, he oversaw the planning, execution, and operation of all nuclear
power projects across the country.

— 31 Jal W Y §U 3ot oxl R # Tl TTATO] ST aREISrensit 1 A, Fraeade
31 e T TR #r

e —1In 1987, he was appointed Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission and
Secretary of the Department of Atomic Energy.

— 1987 # 3+¢ YIHATI] FlT ATANT & reqat 3R WA FAt fasmmar & wira g fomar

AT
e — That same year, he became the Founder-Chairman of the Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Ltd. (NPCIL).
— 38 99 I FgfFAT 9T FRURRA 316 $f3ar fafes (NPCIL) & w¥amae sreaet a1
e —Under his leadership, 18 nuclear power units were developed — seven of which
were operational, seven under construction, and four in the planning stage.

— 3o Aicfcd H 18 IIHATI] FaAT SHIFAT [deh 8l I 3718 — TN19 & 7 =rey, 7 fovaAtomefar 3i
4 QST TI0T H A |
e — His contributions to India’s nuclear energy landscape will be remembered for

generations to come, his daughter Sharada Srinivasan said in a statement released
by the family.
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— Sofeh 9T ARET AT 2 IRAR SaRT ST Toh 1T 7 gl 7o R hl GRATI] Sl
YU 3 3oTehT AN9TGTeT T arell difeaT ae A1 fHam Sream|

e —Inrecognition of his contributions to India’s nuclear energy programme, Dr. Srinivasan
was awarded the Padma Vibhushan in 2015.

— HRd & UXATY] il HshA H 3eTeh ANTETe & Torv 3T, shferarest 1 2015 # gegr fsqyor
O gFEATfad foham |

o —“India will always be grateful to him for advancing scientific progress and mentoring
many young scientists,” Prime Minister Narendra Modi wrote on social media
platform X.

— FHTAFA A% A A Aqrerer AT 7w X W o, “dafas gerfa #i 3mt se i as

a1 AT HT ARG I & TIT HRT FAAT SeTehr ITHART M |”

e —“It has been my good fortune to have known him for a long time and he is someone
who has left a deep and lasting impression on me by the strength of his
commitments, his deep appreciation of the larger social functions of science, and his
profound understanding of India’s rich cultural traditions,” Congress MP Jairam
Ramesh wrote on X.

— FTIF FIEE SIATH AT F X W oG, “Iog ol FAT deh SNAar A fov dlomea w@r g
3R 3T 3r9er wfaraeeransit #r gean, T fr wwfore syffe i gl wHsy iR aRa
$T THEH TRPHTAF TIAT T 6 TUEAT & HATETH § 73T T 7 AR Tt w311 s107
gl
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Kurma mela: the science of the mass
nesting of Olive Ridley turtles

Olive Ridley turtles have endured mass extinctions, shifting continents, and rising seas; their resilience is remarkable but not limitless; regardless of whether turtles continue

to return to nesting sites, our ethical responsibility is to safeguard the ecological balance that keeps turtles going and permit them, in this age of intrusiveness, some privacy

S Paper |ll: Environment

Deyatima Ghosh

he Olive Ridley turtle

(Lepidochelys olivacea), a

vulnerable sea turtle species,

made headlines earlier this
year: a record-breaking seven lakh turtles
had nested at Odisha’s Rushikulya beach
alone in March.

These turtles are renowned for their
synchronised mass nesting events called
arribada, a Spanish word that means
“arrival.” For many people, the
Rushikulya arribada signalled hope — but
for conservation biologists, it raised
critical questions about the future of
these vulnerable animals and whether
human interventions, even well-meaning
ones, could change the course of nature
itself.

While some localised populations of
Olive Ridley turtles have expanded, the
IUCN Red List has estimated that the
number of Olive Ridleys worldwide has
dropped by 30-50% since 1960. The Olive
Ridleys’ primary nesting sites are along
the Pacific coasts of Mexico and Central
America, although Odisha is also a
particularly critical location.

The State’s 480-km-long coastline hosts
three major nesting beaches: Gahirmatha,
between the Brahmani and Baitarani river
mouths; Devi, 100 km south of
Gahirmatha; and Rushikulya, 320 km
further south.

The where of it
Research has found that Olive Ridley
turtles that hatch at a nesting site are
“imprinted” with a map of the local
magnetic field. Decades later they return
with remarkable precision to the site by
following this map. The phenomenon is
called philopatry: a blend of memory,
environmental factors, and the earth’s
geomagnetic cues. Philopatry is
reinforced by a multiplier effect: as
females with strong philopatric
tendencies increase in number, they
reinforce site fidelity across generations.

There are other ecological factors too.
Studies on the loggerhead sea turtles
(Caretta caretta) have also revealed that
their nesting zones are near free swirls of
cold water in the seas - called cold-core
eddies — that move nutrients up from the
deep sea to the surface, including those
rich in chlorophyll. Other factors that
affect their choice of nesting sites include
salinity, land slope, risk of predation, and
rainfall.

Nesting sites are ¢ d more

e L BERSE T

<! AR AT fa Bl nit 2 3
An Olive Ridley turtle laying eggs at the Rushikulya river mouth beach, Ganjam, Odisha. BISWARANJAN ROUT

arrives after another has already nested at
a beach might dig up existing nests -
female turtles are guided by olfactory
cues and female urine — and break the
eggs. This happened earlier this year
during the second mass-nesting event at
Rushikulya.

Eggs that are broken and displaced
attract predators. Experts previously
believed predators used visual cues to
detect turtle nests. More recent research
has found that olfactory cues, especially
the scent of disturbed soil and broken
eggs, are more significant. Thus, a
species’ most successful survival strategy
may also sow the seeds of its decline.

In sea turtles, temperature determines
the sex of hatchlings. Studies of
loggerhead turtles have found that their
populations are more female when they
nest on warmer beaches. Researchers are
still collecting similar data pertaining to
Olive Ridley turtles. With rising
temperatures shifting the sex ratio more
towards females, the multiplier effect is
expected to get reinforced as more
females return to mass-nesting beaches in
the coming years.

How mass nesting begins

For their first arribadas, female sea turtles

pick their nesting sites without any

discernible pattern and use them

irregularly. If a female turtle reaches the
{uctive stage of its life before it is

suitable if more turtles have nested there
before — but as turtle populations swell
whereas the size of the most favourable
nesting grounds doesn't, beaches often
become battlegrounds. A population that

able to reach the beach where it hatched,
it may establish a new nesting site closer
to its foraging grounds. Its hatchlings will
be imprinted with this location, and they
will attempt to return to it later.

22 =" > S

Olive Ridley turtles that hatch at
a nesting site are imprinted with

site by following this map. The
phenomenon is called
philopatry: a blend of memory,
environmental factors, and the
earth’s geomagnetic cues

Put another way, for a sea turtle
population to thrive, it needs strays and
wanderers like these turtles, which
establish new places for the arribada. If
they had been forced to stick to one site
over millions of years, they would likely
have become extinct due to overcrowding
in the mass nesting beaches.

Modern conservation has helped boost
turtle populations, especially by
artificially incubating eggs and protecting
beaches. The question naturally arises:
could these measures be too successful?
Because if weaker individuals that would
have perished in the wild are now able to
survive and reproduce, the population’s
genetic resilience will drop.

People, turtles, popularity

No conservation story is complete
without acknowledging the role of local
communities. In Odisha, fisherfolk and
villagers are vital allies: they guard nests,
curb egg poaching, and guide
conservationists. But not all human
interactions are benign.

Turtle tourism has surged in recent
years. The influx of visitors creates
opportunities to raise awareness, but it
also stresses these gentle creatures.
Crowds gather to watch nesting turtles at
night, using bright lights, clicking selfies,
and - in some disturbing cases —~
scooping sand out of the ground to watch
the egg-laying or even sitting on turtles for
photographs.

Such acts disturb nesting behaviour
and may have a lasting impact on the
turtles’ memory, discouraging them from
returning to the site.

Scientists are also just beginning to
understand the cognitive and emotional
inner lives of turtles. It’s entirely possible
that what we think of as harmlessly
marvelling at them could be disrupting
the ancient rhythms of these mariners.

In other words, it’s no longer about
numbers or rescue operations. The
priority is to ensure the longevity of these
nesting beaches and to balance tourism
with ethical responsibility.

Olive Ridley turtles have endured mass
extinctions, shifting continents, and rising
seas. Their resilience is remarkable — but
not limitless. Regardless of whether
turtles continue to return to nesting sites
despite these disturbances, humans’
ethical ility is clear: to safeg
the ecological balance that keeps sea
turtles going.

(Deyatima Ghosh is an assistant
professor at the Centre for Urban Ecology,
Biodiversity, Evolution and Climate
Change, JAIN (Deemed-to-be) University,
Bengaluru.)

THE GIST

The IUCN Red List estimates
that the number of Olive
Ridleys has dropped by
30-50% since 1960. The
primary nesting sites are
along the Pacific coasts of
Mexico and Central America;
Odisha is also a particularly
critical location

w

As populations swell, beaches
become battlegrounds. A
population that arrives after a
previous nesting might dig up
existing nests. Eggs that are
broken attract predators.
Thus, a species’ successful
survival strategy may also
sow the seeds of its decline
v

For the turtles to thrive, they
need wanderers who establish
new, less crowded nesting
grounds. Modern conservation
has also insulated turtles
from selection; weaker
individuals that would have
perished are now able to
survive, damaging the
population’s genetic resilience

Kurma Mela: The Science of the Mass Nesting of Olive Ridley
Turtles

%3 Aem: Jifaa Reeh w53t & angfes giger sa f dmfas
fshar
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The Olive Ridley turtle (Lepidochelys olivacea), a vulnerable sea turtle
species, made headlines earlier this year: arecord-breaking seven
lakh turtles had nested at Odisha’s Rushikulya beach alone in March.

3irfera Reselt FE3m (Lepidochelys olivacea), St T GRTETT TG FH3T
YT 8, & 39 a¥ oy YTATT A GREAT e Faer AT F 3fEen F sRgea
g dc W RS wTd o w3t o viger v

e These turtles are renowned for their synchronised mass nesting events called
arribada, a Spanish word that means “arrival.”

A HPU 9 TS g AT FRFAL & fov gffey &, f5iw¢ Taferer ersg "arribada”
g AT &, Toraehr 312 & "3mmeraa|

e For many people, the Rushikulya arribada signalled hope — but for conservation
biologists, it raised critical questions about the future of these vulnerable animals and

whether human interventions, even well-meaning ones, could change the course of
nature itself.

o Al & T SRAFEAT arribada & AT &1 Hehel &I — oifehet waror shafaenfaat &
forT, 38e o7 YRR TeTaRt & ATIST 3R 57 o1 W Ageaqr ToeT 31T o 41 SHTaA
GECATY, TIe J 37e 3IaT ¥ &1 T of g1, Fopfat 1 e &l st Fant E

 While some localised populations of Olive Ridley turtles have expanded, the IUCN Red

List has estimated that the number of Olive Ridleys worldwide has dropped by 30-50%
since 1960.

STifeh o T 3fifeia Reell Hg3it 1 31T # FefA &S &, IUCN I8 faree & g8,

1960 ¥ 3¥gs FTAX I ST HEAT 30-50% de € T ¢

o The Olive Ridleys’ primary nesting sites are along the Pacific coasts of Mexico and
Central America, although Odisha is also a particularly critical location.

3iifera Rsell & F&a viaer T AfFasr 3R FTer AR F garia el | 8, greifh
33T 8l Ueh eI AgcaqoT TUT & |

e The State’s 480-km-long coastline hosts three major nesting beaches: Gahirmatha,
between the Brahmani and Baitarani river mouths; Devi, 100 km south of
Gahirmatha; and Rushikulya, 320 km further south.

T T 480 frelteltex St Fopd W & et Jo7@ aiere Ty AR & IERATYT, S
sreAolt 3R Savof 7€ F Fqerat & g Fud §; &, S R & 100 e aferor 7 &;
3R FRAFean, St gt & 320 Rt S af@or 7 [Py g

The Where of It
TN FEI AT
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e Research has found that Olive Ridley turtles that hatch at a nesting site are “imprinted”
with a map of the local magnetic field.

ITEHT & YT <ol § foh St Hifora Rl g el viae T Srd WA ol §, @
TUTAYT G &1 & et & “$fe” @ oma &
o Decades later they return with remarkable precision to the site by following this map.

gRIeh! aTE 3 3T FF T TEOT FYh IH T W FEFT & A1y Ateat §

e The phenomenon is called philopatry: a blend of memory, environmental factors, and
the earth’s geomagnetic cues.

3 ThaT &1 ReeEl &gl STaT §: S Ffa, TaTaRois wReT 3R qedt & sf-gaehra waal
T U fHSOT B

o Philopatry is reinforced by a multiplier effect: as females with strong philopatric
tendencies increase in number, they reinforce site fidelity across generations.

TReTIET 3l AEEITATIR THTT @ HaTe TohaT ST & S1-o18 Forqe Rbarier ggfer arelt
AT St &, 3 Nt ae T & iy st 1 Fsrd w4 §
e Studies on loggerhead sea turtles (Caretta caretta) have revealed that their nesting

zones are near cold-core eddies — free swirls of cold water that move nutrients up
from the deep sea to the surface.

AIes WHAI FTAT (Caretta caretta) T fhT T HEATHT & T Toll & T 3oTah Bl el
&1 FIe3-FR TS — Tleol 33 TTell & F{F AW, i1 e THZ A 9N9F deal P I oAl &
— F I gl

e These nutrients include those rich in chlorophyll.
ol IYeh clcal H FARITB Jae ded A BlcT o |

o Other factors that affect their choice of nesting sites include salinity, land slope, risk of
predation, and rainfall.

T EUTeT o e 1 FTTAT Shdel dTel e HRehl H FAOTAT, A A Tellel, AR H71
e, 3R e A &

e Nesting sites are considered more suitable if more turtles have nested there before —
but as turtle populations swell whereas the size of the most favourable nesting
grounds doesn'’t, beaches often become battlegrounds.

T TUTeT oIa 3118 STl ATAT STl § ST Tgol gl 3118 U 6 del Sl gob & —
cIfeheT STH-S1E FE 3T Y TEAT qgcll § 3R IUYFT TATH T IR 6T Feoldll, FHE dC
JEUHHA 97 1A § |

e A population that arrives after another has already nested at a beach might dig up

existing nests — female turtles are guided by olfactory cues and female urine —
and break the eggs.

2 T 315 oot & &1 Y Foggs e o e 9ol g 8 31N gET 313 3T, o 9% T &
Higel Y @Ig Hehell § — AIGT HGT UIOT Fehall 3R ATET 7T F AL ofd § — 3R 3=t
GlEETE]
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This happened earlier this year during the second mass-nesting event at Rushikulya.
UHT 5 qY T 3N H IRGeAT A @ AR GielT TeaT & SR g3 27|

Eggs that are broken and displaced attract predators.

ST 378 TEd AT FAERE 81 o &, 3 Rt #t s w3 8

Experts previously believed predators used visual cues to detect turtle nests.

Ugel TARITAAT b7 AT AT o R go7r Hahal & Hg3il & =iwell T gareid &

More recent research has found that olfactory cues, especially the scent of disturbed
soil and broken eggs, are more significant.

GITIT 2MTer & Il <fell & foh §ToT e, a9 & & 3ed)-qerdl AT 3R g 3=t $r ey,
SeT Agea ol g1 &

Thus, a species’ most successful survival strategy may also sow the seeds of its
decline.

AT, fhEl Jolid Sl el A% el A feed 0TI 81 3qeh! fIRTae & dfier off & Fehcll B
In sea turtles, temperature determines the sex of hatchlings.

TG FHIHAT H, ATIHATT FAqATar 1 ferer FAuiRe Fear &

Studies of loggerhead turtles have found that their populations are more female when
they nest on warmer beaches.

AIREs FHAT I fhT 70 3= 7 g 9147 § T I He qEt W Eihell Sollel § Sofehr
ATET AWEAT 3w g g1

Researchers are still collecting similar data pertaining to Olive Ridley turtles.

eiverenctt 318l ot ifera Rl Fgal & Haftra 5ot O & 377hs T I B |

With rising temperatures shifting the sex ratio more towards females, the multiplier

effect is expected to get reinforced as more females return to mass-nesting beaches
in the coming years.

SRA-S18 AT 9 TeT & 31 T 3reTarer At Y 3T 37 @7 ¥, TE ACAITARIT T3
3R AT g1 Fdifen 31eT arel asit o 3feres ATeTe wfew e Tudt o Wi

How mass nesting begins

Hfee GIHET doial 8 & FaT o

For their first arribadas, female sea turtles pick their nesting sites without any
discernible pattern and use them irregularly.

39=A ggelt arribadas o foIv, ATET TG HHU 9T fhdl Tuse dee & 391 aiae $T g
eAcll & 3R HTAITAT §T & 3eTeht STAT Al

If a female turtle reaches the reproductive stage of its life before it is able to reach the
beach where it hatched, it may establish a new nesting site closer to its foraging
grounds.

Ife; IS AT HPIT 3T ST o TTeTeT 0T b TET SAcll ¢ elfhe] I8 38 HHG d€ D
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T Tg e I STe1 § ag fevehelt oY, A G5 31 sioret & fordhe T e wieeT wATT 9
Thchl g1

Its hatchlings will be imprinted with this location, and they will attempt to return to it
later.

% I 3T TAT & T ST (imprint) FATT &, 3R I §1¢ 7 agT dilear $Hr wifrer F3v|

For a sea turtle population to thrive, it needs strays and wanderers like these turtles,
which establish new places for the arribada.

AT HHIAT T AT T T6o1 & THIT T sreawet aTer 3R GH dTel FH3T I SR Bl &,
St arribada & foIT 570 €T 7d 81

If they had been forced to stick to one site over millions of years, they would likely have
become extinct due to overcrowding in the mass nesting beaches.

Te ¢ ATEl ANl ek hadl Ueh & TATT W el Usdr, df 3 3ad: I+ sfis & wror
fareqed gt S|

Modern conservation has helped boost turtle populations, especially by artificially
incubating eggs and protecting beaches.

e foieh HIETOT o 37T I IS TGTo H HAG 1 &, WA FAA T § 73T 1 @t 3N
THG AT Y G b |

The question naturally arises: could these measures be too successful?
TQTEATaeh &9 & Ig HaTel 3T §: F1 A 3T Igcd Tl & Hehl 67

Because if weaker individuals that would have perished in the wild are now able to
survive and reproduce, the population’s genetic resilience will drop.

FLifeh 3TN FHAR HGT Sl STl H A S, 379 SN IR ToTetel Y Ig &, ol JATaTer Y
AT HeeTefieraT a1 g1 Hehcll 8

People, turtles, popularity

AT, FHT, BT

No conservation story is complete without acknowledging the role of local
communities.

AT FHETAT T ${fART T TR TohT T9=AT S 8T TR&TOT Shglelt G 8T gieit|
In Odisha, fisherfolk and villagers are vital allies: they guard nests, curb egg
poaching, and guide conservationists.

N3 & AGIN 3R a AT AgcaquT FedIN §: 3 diwel Y FI&T HL 8, 3T T A
Uehd &, 3R TETOT FRIFHATHT ST ATIGYT i ¢ |
But not all human interactions are benign.

ekt 8l HreTar ITIfaferar eper =Tel gieit |
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e Turtle tourism has surged in recent years.
gTeT & vl 3 FEIT Thes 7 dofl 3$ B

e The influx of visitors creates opportunities to raise awareness, but it also stresses these
gentle creatures.

HTATIehT 3T TGl HEAT SR ST T AT el §, olfehel Ig 31 FIA SAtal 9 ga1d
87 STercT B

o Crowds gather to watch nesting turtles at night, using bright lights, clicking selfies, and
— in some disturbing cases — scooping sand out of the ground to watch the egg-
laying or even sitting on turtles for photographs.

oI9T 1T 3 ETeT FTTet aTel 3t Y S@= 3 Torw ST gy &, T Vel b7 SeawTer heet €,
Fehr fFas oic §, 3R Fo AT el aTel AHeA & 378 W & Tow Aedt oo § ar
TEIN oot & forw wgsit w doa o

e Such acts disturb nesting behaviour and may have a lasting impact on the turtles’
memory, discouraging them from returning to the site.

S cRE & R BT Follel & STAGR T TRATA hd & IR F@3il T Freared o T
YT STl Aol &, [ST0A & 30 T W ellet & feafrar @ €1

e Scientists are also just beginning to understand the cognitive and emotional inner
lives of turtles.

deATfereh 310 3T o WATATCHE A HFeTTcHS HTARSF SHaet I THASAT L& T &
e It's entirely possible that what we think of as harmlessly marvelling at them could be
disrupting the ancient rhythms of these mariners.

7€ I e T ¥ oF & S 308 SWH ARGIATT TAS &, I8 37 T AT o areh
o S ST T 8T &l

e It's no longer about numbers or rescue operations. The priority is to ensure the
longevity of these nesting beaches and to balance tourism with ethical
responsibility.

S ST shelel HEIT AT SATG ITRATAT T 78T & | TATHDBAT & FoT BT Tl dTell T el
Y raTg GRATRET et R wdea Ft Afaw Ay & arr dqfod s

¢ Olive Ridley turtles have endured mass extinctions, shifting continents, and rising
seas.

siffera REeh FT =1 93 YT T Faefed @1, Agredial & FAIa0T, AR T T a6 HT

g el
e Their resilience is remarkable — but not limitless.

JeehT FETelierd 37e?]d & — offohel AT T
 Humans’ ethical responsibility is clear: to safeguard the ecological balance that
keeps sea turtles going.

AtTa i Ao et Tose 8 @ad 3 A Shfad w@a areor mikfeufas dqeae
grfaTe Q|
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Atmosphere and Surface Troposphere Stratosphere

T ~

Webb

11 July 2023

Atmosphere and Surface Troposphere Stratosphere

Keck

14 July 2023

|GS Paper III: S&T |

A

NASA scientists observed Saturn’s moon Titan in November 2022 and July 2023 using both the Webb telescope and one of the Keck Observatories. They found clouds in the mid-
and high northern latitudes that seemed to rise to higher altitudes over time. This is the first time evidence for such convection has been seen in the north, which is also where
most of Titan’s seas are located. NASA
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Jarosite: a natural clock on Mars

[GS Paper I: S&T ]
The Hindu Bureau

Jarosite is a yellow-brown
mineral that contains
potassium, iron, and sulphate
— and researchers have found
it could serve as a natural
geological clock on Mars.

Recently, a team of
researchers from around India
sampled six jarosite veins
from Kachchh in Gujarat,
whose arid, salty terrain is
similar to that of Mars.

In the lab, the team analysed
how much light the mineral
emitted due to the energy it
had stored from natural
radiation, a phenomenon
called luminescence.

First, they washed the
grains in weak acid to roughly
double their brightness, then
zapped them with radiation,
heated them, cooled them,
and repeated the cycle many
times.

This way, they revealed four

Jarosite crystals from Sierra Peia Blanca in Mexico. ROBERT
M. LAVINSKY (CC BY-SA)

grains became saturated between 590 and
2,600 gray (the Sl unit of absorbed radiation
dose). On Mars, natural radiation is roughly 65
milligray/year, so jarosite can record events that
happened within the last 25,000 years.

Because jarosite is common on Mars, tough,
and easy to read with small heaters and LEDs,
the researchers have suggested future rovers
could use it to date dust storms, ancient flood
deposits, and volcanic ash.

Jarosite: a natural clock on Mars

IRIATSE: HIA T W TF IIHfas

GE|

*

Jarosite is a yellow-brown mineral
that contains potassium, iron, and
sulphate — and researchers have
found it could serve as a natural
geological clock on Mars.

IRIATEE T fer-aY W1 1 @foer &

foreet A i, aleT ik Fede g & —

3 enerratst & 9T § R IE J9rer I

clear emissions at about 100°
C, 150° C, 300° C, and 350° C,
even after baking the grains to
450 °C.
This meant jarosite could
survive being heated by a "
rover’s drill without losing its For feedback and suggestions
ability to luminesce. for ‘Science) please write to
When the team measured science@thehindu.co.in

how the glow grew with extra with the subject ‘Daily page’
radiation, they found the

W U Wi sdefas adt & w9 7
F1HA FT THAT ¢

. Recently, a team of researchers from
around India sampled six jarosite veins from Kachchh in Gujarat, whose arid, salty
terrain is similar to that of Mars.

gTel &1 3, SR oh MR T Ueh EA & TSI F Feo H ARIATSE HY 5 4! oh AHqA
fore, STgT T s 3R FTHFNT 87311 Harel ST |

e Inthe lab, the team analysed how much light the mineral emitted due to the energy it
had stored from natural radiation, a phenomenon called luminescence.

SGETRITeT , &1 o I TaRelooT foha foh @ielet o wrepfares Rafaor @ st 7 18 St &
ST ferclel TaTer 3cHTSId 6T, 38 UohaT I gfAA|H gl ST g

o First, they washed the grains in weak acid to roughly double their brightness, then

zapped them with radiation, heated them, cooled them, and repeated the cycle many
times.

Y TG, 3giel Ul ! FHSAR el H LTehT IeTehl THF TSI LAt 2 &1, T 3¢
ffTor & genfaa &, a7 foram, Ss1 e 31K I8 9% 3 IR aer|
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e This way, they revealed four clear emissions at about 100°C, 150°C, 300°C, and
350°C, even after baking the grains to 450°C.

3 g, 378l 450 33l Afewaw o 397 st & a1 o 100°C, 150°C, 300°C, 3k

350°C T IR ¥IS¢ 3cHoid e |

e This meant jarosite could survive being heated by a rover’s drill without losing its ability
to luminesce.

SHHT AdTS Tg §3TT foh STRIATEE JaT T T3l & 317 fohT STy TR & 1= Tt ¥ &THT
TeT @idr|
¢ When the team measured how the glow grew with extra radiation, they found the grains

became saturated between 590 and 2,600 gray (the Sl unit of absorbed radiation
dose).

S & & Ig AT b 31faRea Rfeor 3 gd7e $8 gedi &, ar 3eaia 9T o ol & 590
¥ 2,600 ¥ (N TATHIOT Gk hT THIAHTE HTS) o ey HeJfoed et |

e On Mars, natural radiation is roughly 65 milligray/year, so jarosite can record events
that happened within the last 25,000 years.

HITel I, Irpfae fafaRor oersrer 65 fAelad/ad giar g, safev siRiwrse R 25,000 asf
% 971 g T3 Y &ol Y Fehell B

e Because jarosite iscommon on Mars, tough, and easy to read with small heaters and
LEDs, the researchers have suggested future rovers could use it to date dust storms,
ancient flood deposits, and volcanic ash.

I AR FITel W AT, Ao, 3R Bk e 31t vadsh & Ihw voat # sma=r €,
METShel131T 7 erar fer & o $17asr o AT SHHT STANT ¢ 81X el rele aTg STATal,
3R SATEER T H T T 3 & AT FT ehd &
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|GS Paper lll: Environment |
Stitch in time
Making illegal units pay heavy fines
might have limited deterrent effect
L ast week, the Supreme Court of India fi-

nally struck down as “illegal” two notifica-
tions by the Union Environment Ministry
that allowed industrial units to set up, expand op-
erations or change their manufacturing practices
without following the due process of taking go-
vernment permission beforehand. Taking ‘prior’
approval is a sacrosanct principle at the heart of
the Environment Impact Assessment (Notifica-
tion) of 2006. On the surface it appeared that the
Centre, or the Union Environment Ministry, had
instituted a system that made a mockery of this
principle, but there was a rationale, even if it was
flawed to some extent. In March 2017, the body is-
sued a notification providing a “one-time” six-
month window for industries that did not have
the right environmental clearances, to apply for
one. In 2021, it instituted a ‘standard operating
procedure’ that in effect allowed projects in viola-
tion of the laws, but which could not avail of the
six-month window, to apply — albeit at the cost of
heavy fines — for regularisation. Moreover, all
these significant changes were being issued
through executive orders, rather than any at-
tempt at amending the underlying Environment
Protection Act (EIA), 2006, through Parliament.
The Centre’s reasoning was three-fold. First,
the process for regularising projects had already
been initiated by the United Progressive Alliance
government in 2012 and 2013. These were, ho-
wever, struck down by the Jharkhand High Court
and the National Green Tribunal on procedural
grounds, and not that these projects were irre-
deemably violative. Second, demolishing func-
tioning plants that were contributing to the eco-
nomy and employment could exacerbate
pollution and be disruptive. The Centre cited ex-
amples of various disputes involving copper
mines to pharmaceutical companies where the
courts had agreed that a “balanced” approach
was necessary in cases involving violations. Final-
ly, it argued that it had put in place a system whe-
reby the industrial units seeking to be regularised
would have to pay fines for the period that they
had functioned in violation. The Court in its final
verdict has rightly, as previous courts have, em-
phasised the principle of “prior” clearance,
though its action may be a little late as it has clar-
ified that companies that had regularised them-
selves under the 2017 and 2021 orders would be
“unaffected” by the judgment. That thriving in-
dustrial units in violation of the laws mush-
roomed is a testament to the collective failure of
regional environmental boards to enforce laws.
So it stands to reason that making these illegal
units pay, under the purported new procedure,
would have been a fruitless exercise. The judg-
ment should ideally nip any “crafty” attempts by
future governments to condone violations in the
name of the economy though it must also trigger
on-ground enforcement.
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Email Id

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Stitch in Time: On Judiciary and
Environment Ministry Notifications

AT W FUR: saruiferat 3T gafawor #amera
1 At W)

e The Supreme Court of India recently struck down as “illegal”
two notifications by the Union Environment Ministry that allowed
industrial units to operate or expand without prior permission.

o HRd & Hafod AT & 87T &)  FERT IATaR0T HATAT H &r
AT 1 " 3rder R e, St i sersat # foar qa
1A o T el AT AR T regafar 3 ot

e Taking prior approval is a core principle under the Environment
Impact Assessment (EIA), 2006.

o G HFATA oIl qATAIOT FHTT 3TeheToT (EIA), 2006 T Teh Fel
faeena g

e Though it seemed like a mockery of the law, there was a
rationale, albeit flawed.

o ICATY TG FleleT T FHATeh Tlldd BIdT AT, THT 3T 58S IS Teh o T,
gleliieh ag Ffeqor &

e In March 2017, a notification gave a “one-time” six-month
window to industries without clearances to apply for one.

o HTH 2017 H, Teh HTAHTAT & el 3N I “Th IR & faw” &7
HER hr Hafer &7 9715 oY, TR 3 32T FHor AT 3mdee T wF |

e 1In 2021, a standard operating procedure (SOP) allowed other
violating projects to apply for regularisation after paying heavy fines.

o 2021 #, Ueh ATIF HIRAYOITAT (SOP) & TgT Flefel I Soeltiel hiad
aTell ARATSTAT3T T HTY STATAT S AT o ToIT 3Tt hiat &l
A & S|

e These major changes were made through executive orders, not
by amending the Environment Protection Act (EIA), 2006 through
Parliament.

o I FAGAYDT TG FRFRY 3M&AT & ATeTA § e v I, 7 o wog
H qaTaIor W&Tor AATATA (EIA), 2006  TAMAT |

o First, such regularisation was initiated earlier in 2012 and 2013
under the UPA government.
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o g, 3H g T AU T GihaT Tgel 2012 3 2013 H UPA FIFHR & SRIeT & T 778 |

e Second, demolishing operational plants may lead to pollution and disruption in the
economy and employment.

o GERT, R TN I €T FHIAT FG¥oT AR 1 var QSR Faeh sgaernet Jer T Hevell

gl

e Third, a system was introduced where violating industries paid penalties for the period
of violation.

o R, UF YISl ol1g 315 AT T dgd Seeited diel dTel 36U &l 3ot ol Al &
forw Syt 2= g |

e The Court rightly reasserted the principle of “prior” clearance, though it clarified that
companies regularised under 2017 and 2021 orders would be unaffected.

o TR o “qd A & THCHId I HEI §T U QT Flelifeh 3Hel TS T fah 2017
3R 2021 Fr HRFIA3T F dod a4 fFT 7T 3eNeT IR AL gt

e The rise of violating units shows a collective failure of regional environmental boards
to enforce laws.

o 3AY FHSAT T IS TE G & o avfer gatawor st ganT St o] e A aeffeF
ILLECIGER]

e Making illegal units pay fines under new procedures would have had limited deterrent
effect.

o TS GThaT & TEd AU SRS A AT ST shrel AT AFATH T STel Hehell AT|

e The judgment should ideally prevent future governments from condoning violations in
the name of the economy.

o g Ao afasy fr R # 3nfde Rfal & a1 W Secaal HF AITT S J el
el

e It must also lead to better on-ground enforcement of environmental laws.

o Ig 0T TUTERr T 9 TATEROT FIAT & Fga) hATeadet @ o AR Hielr TR
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India’s ‘new normal deconstructed

n April 24, addressing a public
gathering in Bihar, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi said, “India will

identify, track and punish every
terrorist and their backers. We will pursue them
to the ends of the earth....” Known to speak in
Hindi to domestic audiences, it was noteworthy
that the Prime Minister switched to English to say
these lines. Clearly, the Prime Minister intended
the message to be heard not only in Pakistan but
across global capitals in an unambiguous manner
that it would be firm in its resolve to take action
against the particularly heinous terrorist attack in
Pahalgam on April 22.

On the night of May 6-7, a fortnight after the
Pahalgam attack, India responded with the
launch of ‘Operation Sindoor’, striking nine
different terrorist targets in Pakistan that housed
United Nations proscribed entities such as the
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), the Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) and the Hizbul Mujahiddin (HIM). Five of
these were in Pakistan Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (POJK), while four locations were in
Pakistan’s heartland, Punjab province. On May 7,
India clarified that its response was “focused”,
“measured” and “non-escalatory” and that
Pakistani military establishments had not been
targeted. However, any attack on military targets
in India would invite a suitable response.

In subsequent days, in response to Pakistan’s
escalation, India foiled drone and missile attacks
and delivered a fitting response to intense
artillery shelling from Pakistani positions. As
Pakistan escalated the attacks, India responded
with precision strikes on Pakistan’s air defence
systems. On May 10, India targeted 11 Pakistani
military bases across the length of the country
from Skardu in the north to Bholari and Malir in
southern Pakistan. Within hours of these strikes,
Pakistan interceded with a “ceasefire” plea that
India acceded to.

A change from the traditional response
On May 12, addressing the nation, the Prime
Minister laid down India’s new doctrine to fight
terrorism. The message also irrevocably
underlined a ‘new normal’ in India-Pakistan
relations. To understand this ‘new normal’, one
has to recall the traditional Indian response to
major terrorist attacks. India’s toolkit consisted of
halting dialogue, suspending people-to-people
contacts, and trying to sensitise the international
community of Pakistan’s use of terrorism as an
instrument of state policy towards India and its
aim to bleed India with a thousand cuts.
Influential countries paid little heed to India’s
troubles and preferred to deal with Pakistan for
their own benefit. Responding to Pakistan’s
rhetoric on the threat of nuclear escalation — a
policy Pakistan seemed to have perfected
following every terrorist attack — the
international community would immediately
pressure India to show restraint. India itself
would be hesitant and never probing deep
enough to call Pakistan’s nuclear bluff.

A distinct change in the Indian approach

Harsh V. Shringla

is a former Foreign
Secretary and India’s
Ambassador to the
United States,
Bangladesh

and Thailand

Operation
Sindoor has
made it clear —
India will now
respond to
terrorism as it
deems fit, with
or without
global support

became apparent after the terrorist attack in
2016, on the army camp in Uri; India launched
cross-Line of Control (LoC) surgical strikes to hit
terrorist camps in POJK. Pakistan should have
taken heed of this but unfortunately it did not.
Following the Pulwama attack in February 2019,
India retaliated with a strike on terrorist group
JeM’s training camp in Balakot, Pakistan. This was
another message — that India would raise the
costs for Pakistan if it targeted India. Pakistan did
heed this, but not for long.

A definite enunciation

The two previous instances cited above are
important as they gave insights into, what many
may consider, a brand new strategy. I would like
to think that the Prime Minister’s message of a
‘new normal’ in India-Pakistan relations has been
evolving for a while but has now been crystallised
and enunciated in no uncertain terms for
Pakistan and the international community to
understand.

For one, the Prime Minister has made it clear
that no terrorist act in India will go unpunished.
There will be a cost for Pakistan to bear if it
persists in using terrorism as an instrument of
state policy against India. The cost inflicted will
be on India’s terms and conditions — no place in
Pakistan will be treated as sacrosanct and left
untouched. Terrorists will be pursued to their
safe hideouts and targeted.

For another, India’s response to terrorism
emanating from Pakistan will not be inhibited or
circumscribed by Pakistan’s calls to the
international community to pressure India given
the danger of escalation to nuclear exchanges.
During ‘Operation Sindoor’, the targets were
carefully chosen and hit with precision. Satellite
imagery has corroborated that there was little to
zero collateral damage. The Prime Minister has
called Pakistan’s nuclear bluff. His carefully
calibrated actions and clear strategic direction
have delinked the conventional escalation ladder
from the nuclear ladder.

Third, India will not let Pakistan take cover
under the excuse that “non state” or “third
parties” beyond Pakistani state control were
responsible for a terrorist strike against India. In
the past, this has allowed Pakistan to get away
with impunity. No longer will India allow Pakistan
to draw this distinction between the Pakistani
state and terrorist groups operating from its soil.
As long as terrorists are nurtured on Pakistani
soil, India will hold Pakistan’s rulers as much
responsible for attacks against India as the
terrorists they support.

In his address on May 12, the Prime Minister
highlighted the fact that senior officers of the
Pakistani armed forces were present in uniform
at funerals of terrorists killed in the Indian strike
in Muridke. Footage broadcast by Pakistani
television channels showed coffins of the dead
draped in the Pakistani national flag — an
undisputable linkage between the Pakistani state
and the terrorists. The fact that the Pakistani state
and its military viewed India’s action against

terrorist training camps as attacks on Pakistan
itself, proves the point India has been making ad
nauseam — the Pakistani state supports terrorists
to fight a proxy war against India.

The Pakistan Army’s presence at the funeral of
the terrorists also reinforces the point that
valuable tax-payer money and resources from
international institutions, borrowed in times of
economic crises, goes toward building terrorist
training infrastructure. Another element of the
‘new normal’ is that India will not gather and
furnish evidence of terrorist attacks in India to
Pakistan and the international community. The
burden of proof will not lie with India — as long as
India has credible evidence of attacks being
planned from Pakistani soil, it will strike at the
source of terrorism.

The defence strategy

The ‘new normal’ also encompasses the change
in war-fighting strategy. Enhanced Intelligence,
Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR)
capabilities, precision weaponry, and drones and
loitering munitions have defined how India
retaliated to the terrorist attack from Pakistan.
Going forward, the strategies that India employs
to deter terrorism emanating from Pakistan will
have a new-age component to it — allowing
precise targeting to minimise collateral damage.
‘Made in India’ weapons have proven themselves
during ‘Operation Sindoor’. There must be much
greater synergy and cooperation between
industry and the armed forces to enable industry
to deliver on the needs of the forces.

From this comes the next point. India’s war
against terrorism is its own. We need to depend
on ourselves to defeat this scourge; support from
outside will wax and wane depending on the
global situation. We have to steel ourselves to take
on this challenge as a nation, united.

For all those advocating better trade, dialogue
and people-to-people relations to solve the
problems between India and Pakistan, the
message is clear.

India’s cooperation on matters of water
sharing and trade will be subject to Pakistan
abjuring terrorism. Sharing of river water and
terrorism cannot go together, just like trade
cannot flourish in an environment where
terrorism is raising threats. Any dialogue will rest
upon Pakistan abjuring terrorism against India
and the return of POJK to India. Nothing else.
This too, is a key element of the ‘new normal’.

The “New India”, under the Prime Minister, is
free from self-doubt and inhibitions. The
enunciation of a ‘new normal’ in strategy
indicates a paradigm shift in how India deals with
terrorism, and is a message to both Pakistan and
the world. India will not compromise on its unity
and security and will respond to terrorism as it
deems fit, with or without global support.

The Prime Minister’s resolute leadership at this
difficult time conveys another unequivocal
message. India will take its rightful place in a
multipolar, and sometimes, anarchic world order.
It has what it takes to get there.

India’s ‘new normal’ deconstructed
AR T 14T AT’ faeawor

e On April 24, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said India will identify, track, and punish
every terrorist and their backers.
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24 3T T, FUTAHAT 7g, AT o gl fob IR &Y 3Tdshardy 3R 3% FHT! Fr ggan
LI, SeTehT 9dT oImuan 3T 3¢ &f3a |

He switched to English to send a clear message to Pakistan and global capitals
about India’s firm resolve after the April 22 Pahalgam attack.

3ogiel 33ST 7 ogT arfer urfereare 3R faga i Tereanfaal ot Ig Tose geer fAe f ara
$H §Hol & 916 36 ¢

Operation Sindoor and India’s Initial Response

3iravers fAgY 3 sRa i R wfafean

On the night of May 6-7, India launched Operation Sindoor targeting nine terrorist
locations in Pakistan linked to Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammed, and Hizbul
Mujahiddin.

6-7 HS Y el T HR o1 T [y Y& foharm, forae urfenearet # ereap-u-dar, Ser-v-
AigFAe 3R Rogel ARG & SIS &t 3Tcierdrel fSeret st AT seTra 1|

Five targets were in Pakistan Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (POJK), and four
were in Punjab province, Pakistan.

U o8 UTTehEclel 3HTeehc STH-heHR (POJK) H HR TR UTfehElTel & daite il & |

On May 7, India said the response was focused, measured, and non-escalatory, and
Pakistani military establishments were not targeted.

7 A T AR o gl foh T fshan shied, AT 3R gefer o et arel &Y, 3R arferedren
=g gyfasare R sgY s=1

India warned that any attack on Indian military targets would receive a suitable
response.

R oF I & Toh 3T e fSher W HIS 8 g 3T Sare grwam|

Pakistan’s Escalation and India’s Further Response

qrferEdre &Y digdr 3R ST i 3mer i gfafmar

India foiled drone and missile attacks and responded to intense artillery shelling from
Pakistani positions in the following days.

37Tel At R o TifehedTet & 31T 3R TAATS T g el ol Arents fohaT 3R g da@re dr
LICICIREIRCCICATRI]

India conducted precision strikes on Pakistan’s air defence systems as Pakistan
escalated attacks.

ITTehECTTel & Il o SGa1 IX $Rcl o UTiehEcilel & arg T&TT o F TR Heh goel fohu|

On May 10, India targeted 11 Pakistani military bases across the country, from Skardu in
the north to Bholari and Malir in southern Pakistan.
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10 HS &I AR o 327 3R 7 11 Uiferedrei Vo fET=AT @l fA=iTer a=iram, St 3a% 7 &g &
SIhT GIE0T H $IeRT 3R HAeIR deh thet |

o Pakistan requested a ceasefire within hours, which India accepted.
o &1 el # Trfehedlel o Hory faRre 1 #Hier Y, foa 7R o TR e form|

e On May 12, the Prime Minister addressed the nation with a new doctrine to fight
terrorism.

12 S &, GUTHAHAT of TS i 3TThdle, ¥ oI5 & [T o5 Ay sars|

e This announced a ‘new normal’ in India-Pakistan relations.
$HeT HRA-TThEdTe] JaYl 7 U oI5 AHIT G1Sd |

e Earlier, India responded to terrorist attacks by halting dialogue and suspending
people-to-people contacts.
gol AR ATAhdIGT gHell U TaAIG Aehdl 3R STAGIS 8¢, T AT|

e India also appealed to the international community about Pakistan’s use of terrorism
as state policy.

HR ITATSERT FHETT H TehEclle] hl Tciehdle ol AT AlTel o & H SEAHTS el &
& 3rdYer ahiar Tl

o Influential countries mostly ignored India’s concerns, preferring ties with Pakistan.
THTGRITCH Gl o HRA s FAAT31T I AeR3TETST X TTfehedled o AU HIE TATT |

e International pressure often asked India to show restraint due to Pakistan’s nuclear
threats.

TehEcTeT hl TRATU] ErFehT o SHRUT ITATSET Galld R I HIH G@ret o 7|

o After the 2016 Uri attack, India launched cross-LoC surgical strikes on terrorist
camps in POJK.

2016 & 330 §H & G AR o Tifehedlel TR HFAR (W13iTereh) F 3MTcierarel Rfat w

afoTeher TeEe S|

o After the 2019 Pulwama attack, India struck JeM’s training camp in Balakot,
Pakistan.
2019 & JoIdTAT §Hc o S N o ToATehIe, rfehecllel H SILT-U-HIgFAS & FiRI&ToT fAIfay
9T gHelT fohaT|

e These actions sent a clear message that India would raise costs for Pakistan’s
terrorism.
$H e H W TASE HeRl THeT foh 8T ITfehecllet I 3HTciehdle; s HIHT FhTal T HAR
|

e The Prime Minister’s ‘new normal’ message is now clearly stated for Pakistan and the
world.

TETAHAT ST ‘A€ ATHATEIAT T 2l 379 ITfehedreT 3R f3eg & fav Tose §1

e No terrorist attack in India will go unpunished.

R H HIg Y ARG GHAT T WAl & T8T Qo
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* India will impose costs on its own terms, with no place in Pakistan sacrosanct.

HRA 319 TATAT § HIaTS 3, Irfredret & frey off ffea 1 3rgar ¢t s

* Terrorists will be pursued to their safe hideouts and targeted.

3Tcehariear T NoT 3 Y & AT d [T S|

* India will not be deterred by Pakistan’s nuclear escalation threats.

HIRCT TTfehdle] ol IXATU] SGTaT UHfhAT A 6T Thal|

* In Operation Sindoor, targets were hit with precision and minimal collateral damage.

ORI fHe # ofe ! FEFAT & 3R A Jehdlel o QY HATAT ST 17|

» The Prime Minister has challenged Pakistan’s nuclear bluff and separated conventional and
nuclear escalation.

STAHAT o TTfehEclled ST IRATU] AT I FeAlcll &1 IR R AR TRATO] TGTd T 37ereT fohaT|

* India rejects Pakistan’s claim that non-state actors or third parties are responsible for
terrorist attacks.

AR UIThEdTe & &1d I TAIRR AET hdT 1o TdhdieT gHel & Torw A-T= a1 A gaT
SR g

* Pakistan will be held equally responsible for terrorist acts from its soil.

UTfehEdTsT Sl 379 ST § ATdehdIdl g8l o folT fAFAER ATAT STTam|

+ Senior Pakistani military officers attended funerals of terrorists killed in Indian strikes, showing
state involvement.

qIferEarely BT & TS HTARRY Tdehariedr & 3fad TERR 7 A o, i e # drefierd
fe@rar gl

* Pakistan uses taxpayer money and borrowed funds to build terrorist training infrastructure.

qIfehEdTe 3Tdharcl YTAGTOT & ToIT aGIdT3iT a7 ST 3R FUR T 0T STt T g

+ India will no longer provide evidence to Pakistan or the international community; the burden of
proof will not lie with India.

R S TTREATeT AT ARSI HAGTT T G 761 G, Tl ST U< LT g

* The ‘new normal’ includes changes in war-fighting strategy with improved Intelligence,
Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR).

TS HHAAAT 3 Jeu W 7 FuR iR S5k Gitwar, farmedt, 3t aar sermet i sstar anfaa 81

* Use of precision weapons, drones, and loitering munitions was key in retaliation.

TR A TEF FRAAR, 3T 3R uTcde MeT-aree T 39T Ageaqor 7|
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* ‘Made in India’ weapons were effective in Operation Sindoor.
Hroeret Fley # A3 g1 3139 &R gemma &
« Stronger cooperation between industry and armed forces is necessary.

3¢ 3R AT & 1<l AT HE AT ST& & |

* India’s fight against terrorism is its own; outside support will wax and wane.

3TTdhalG & [ETE SR $I JSTS U §; ST YT HeT ¢ HafT e gham|

* India must unite and strengthen itself to face this challenge.

R Y ST el T AHAT e & T Tahofe AR AT &N @19

* India’s cooperation on water sharing and trade depends on Pakistan ending terrorism.

TR T UTel) diceT 3R SATIR FEAN3T UTehEdTeT & HTdehdlc, BIgey X 18I hiamm|

* Trade and dialogue cannot flourish amid terrorism threats.
3TAhdlG & T H SR 3K HATE A%l el 8l dahd |

* Dialogue requires Pakistan to end terrorism and return POJK to India.

HaTe & T § TIfhEdteT &l 3TTdehdic, S5 3R f3ad &7 9Rd & dlier=r|

* The “New India” is free from self-doubt and hesitation.

‘TS AR HTcH-HEE 3R Tohre & HFA B |

* The ‘new normal’ represents a paradigm shift in how India deals with terrorism.
TS AATTIAT JTdehdlg, U foldea & Ueh J8T Solld ¢ |

* India will respond to terrorism on its terms, with or without global support.

R 3TdehdlE &l STaTe 39 adieh ¥ ST, TT Tad AT Y AT AT |

» The Prime Minister’s leadership shows India’s readiness to take its rightful place in a
multipolar world.

mﬁwﬁw%ﬁ@a%&aﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬁmmél
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Progress should not just be fast but future-proof

|GS Paper 1iI: Environment |

ndia’s climate future is not
written in the stars — it is
written in the rising
temperatures, erratic
monsoons, and intensifying
disasters. The question is: what
are we doing about it? The World
Bank states that more than 80% of
India’s population lives in districts
at risk of climate-induced
disasters. From unrelenting
monsoon floods in the north-east
to heat-induced crop failures in
central India, these events are no
longer isolated incidents — they
are systemic threats to economic
stability, public health, and
national security. Yet, despite
mounting evidence, India remains
vulnerable due to gaps in risk
assessment and preparedness.
The lack of a comprehensive
framework to evaluate and predict
climate physical risks (CPRs)
means that adaptation strategies
are reactive rather than proactive.

Growing climate physical risks
As climate change accelerates,
extreme weather events are
becoming more frequent and
severe. CPRs extend beyond
natural disasters, encompassing
acute shocks, such as floods and
heatwaves, and chronic stresses,
such as shifting monsoon patterns
and prolonged droughts. While
disaster early warning systems
and weather forecasts help
mitigate immediate losses, CPRs
require a long-term approach.
Unlike short-term weather
forecasts, climate projections
analyse long-term trends, enabling
policymakers to prepare for
evolving climate hazards.

Global climate action is caught
between prevention and cure —
mitigation, which reduces
emissions, and adaptation, which
prepares for its inevitable impacts.
While adaptation has long been
considered a priority for the
Global South, wildfires,
heatwaves, and cyclones now also
test the resilience of the Global
North, making it clear that
adaptation is a universal necessity.
Yet, funding remains skewed
towards mitigation, with most

Dr. Sanjena N.D.

Consultant at NITI
Aayog’s Green
Transition, Energy,
and Climate Change
vertical. Views are
personal and do not
reflect the official
position of NITI Aayog

The lack of a
comprehensive
framework to
evaluate and
predict climate
physical risks
means that
adaptation
strategies are
reactive rather
than proactive
in India

resources directed towards
renewable energy and
decarbonisation over adaptation
measures like resilient
infrastructure. However, investing
in adaptation is not just about
survival but also economically
prudent. The UN Environment
Programme estimates that every
$1 invested in adaptation yields a
$4 return through reduced
economic losses and lower
disaster recovery costs.

CPRs are not just about extreme
weather events but also about how
exposed and vulnerable
communities, businesses, and
infrastructure are to them. The
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change provides a clear
framework: the expected value of
CPR is a function of hazard,
exposure, and vulnerability.
Hazards include floods, cyclones,
and heatwaves. Exposure
determines who and what is at
risk. Vulnerability reflects a
system’s ability to withstand and
recover. Together, these define the
true scale of climate risk.

To safeguard financial stability,
regulatory bodies worldwide are
shifting from voluntary climate
risk disclosures to mandatory
reporting. In India, the Reserve
Bank of India is integrating climate
risks into its regulatory
framework, while the IFRS ISSB 52
sets global standards for disclosing
CPRs underscoring that assessing
these risks is now central to
business continuity, not just
environmental responsibility.

Despite the urgency, India’s
approach to CPR assessments
remains fragmented. While
countries such as the U.S., UK.,
and New Zealand have national
frameworks that directly inform
policy and finance, India’s efforts
are dispersed across government
agencies, research institutions,
and private platforms, each using
different methodologies and
hazards of focus. Although India
has studies such as flood maps
from IIT Gandhinagar,
vulnerability atlases from the
India Meteorological Department,
and disaster frameworks from the

National Institute of Disaster
Management, there is no unified
system to consolidate these
insights. Reliable CPR projections
are further hindered by the
limitations of global climate
models such as Representative
Concentration Pathways and
Shared Socioeconomic Pathways,
which fail to capture India’s
hyper-local climate realities.
Without a central repository for
standardised climate risk data,
businesses and government
agencies struggle to make
informed decisions.

Steps taken to fill the gaps
Recognising these gaps, India has
initiated steps towards factoring in
climate hazards in its National
Adaptation Plan (NAP) in line with
Article 7 of the Paris Agreement,
which mandates all nations to
establish NAPs by 2025 and show
progress by 2030. To facilitate
this, India formulated an
Adaptation Communication and
submitted its first report in 2023.
A more comprehensive NAP
report is underway, covering nine
thematic sectors with district-level
granularity.

While this is a great start, India
must go further by building a CPR
assessment tool that supports both
public and private
decision-making. This will enable
the public sector to design
climate-resilient policies, guide
infrastructure planning, and
allocate resources effectively. It
will also play a crucial role for the
private sector in assessing risks
across value chains, supporting
operational and expansion
planning, and meeting growing
investor expectations. Therefore, a
India-specific tool that combines
localised climate modelling,
granular risk assessment, a
centralised climate risk data hub,
and transparent, science-based
methods with iterative feedback
mechanisms is imperative. As
India charts its path towards Viksit
Bharat, robust climate risk
assessments will ensure that
progress isn’t just fast, but
future-proof.

Progress should not just be fast but future-proof
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oy dprer ot gt e srirsa-aa @ TTRT

e Progress should be not only fast but also future-proof to sustain long-term
benefits.

SRy S T 1Y AT AT st & Fare sifdrsrwraer s gt R

e The lack of a comprehensive framework to evaluate and predict climate physical
risks means that adaptation strategies are reactive rather than proactive in India.

o 0RA A Forarg ifaF NEAT F1 Aeaiwe 3R @ w3 F e saraw g At w0 F1
Hadd ¢ o g orfaat wfafsardte € 7 & afeT

e India lacks a comprehensive framework to evaluate and predict climate physical
risks (CPRs).

o HRA H Srerarg #ifaF @A (CPRs) H1 HodTehet R YaTeATT Hlel & foIT IS SATIH
ST T8l g
* Due to this, India’s adaptation strategies are mostly reactive, not proactive.

* SHh hRUT, HR T fefehelel WA SATGIR Ffafkarde §, 7 f& afFa|

India’s climate future is not written in the stars — it is written in the rising temperatures,
erratic monsoons, and intensifying disasters. The question is: what are we doing about
it?

HRA &1 Sraarg #iasy Rart # @t foan § — 7 aea e, sfaafa aege, it @ o
et F RET g Faa §: e g IR A FT @ 7

* India’s climate future depends on rising temperatures, erratic monsoons, and intensifying
disasters.

« AR T Ferary sy sgd araare, dfaafaa Ay, iR da el smaersit w s g
» The key question is what actions are being taken to address these challenges.
» FET Tl Tg ¢ Toh 31 YANCIIT T FIHAT it & ToIT FIT e H 3T ST G & |

The World Bank states that more than 80% of India’s population lives in districts at risk
of climate-induced disasters.

qo8 I T FgeT ¢ 1 AR HY 80% A O Feraear W el 7 welt & S Frerarg-9fRa smaerat
Fa@IHE
* Over 80% of India’s population lives in districts at risk of climate disasters.

« Xl T 80% & T SToreear 08 et # @l § St Srerary amraersit & @ 7 &

e From unrelenting monsoon floods in the north-east to heat-induced crop failures
in central India, these events are no longer isolated incidents — they are systemic
threats to economic stability, public health, and national security.

I A AMAR §Y @ AT q1g { AF AT HRT A 7T F v fAcverar as, 3
YEAT H IAIT-TeA3T T8t § — A 3T [Peran, adarfas wareey, ik asdar guan &
fore yomrelara TR B
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e +India remains vulnerable due to gaps in risk assessment and preparedness.
« TR SNFRH Feaieher AR FARY 7 ol & HROT Fgaefier =11 g 81

e Thelack of a comprehensive framework to evaluate and predict climate physical
risks (CPRs) means that adaptation strategies are reactive rather than proactive.

Srerary it S (CPRs) F1 Hediwet 3R qalTATT Fa & fw sarae g i Ft F:1
Hadd ¢ o sregaerer orfaat wfafarelter & after a@

Growing climate physical risks

dgd sreary silfasw f@s

e Climate change accelerates the frequency and severity of extreme weather events.
o SToarg aRads & Ireafte Ataa A geanst $ argfy 3R daarsg W e

e CPRs include acute shocks like floods and heatwaves, and chronic stresses like
shifting monsoon patterns and prolonged droughts.

« CPRs # g e ot a6 3R a1+t it ag, 3ik Sdemfore dara S sgera Ay deet
AR o<l @ nfAe §

o Disaster early warning systems help reduce immediate losses, but CPRs need a long-
term approach.

e 3TUCT qd AT JUTEH dAcehTel sehdlel s ell o, olfhel CPRs & T &eerifara
gfeaIor &Y

o Climate projections analyse long-term trends enabling policymakers to prepare for
evolving hazards.

. STeTaTg GO A St T RReoT e &, TRy A s # R g
TR F T 3 e & A [Aadr &1

Global climate action is caught between prevention and cure — mitigation, which
reduces emissions, and adaptation, which prepares for its inevitable impacts.

dfRT® Srerarg FETE AFAT 3R ITAR F diT FH § — Ichote FH FA arell A0S Fas
3R rfarard wemmal & forw dard w3 arelt aregagere|

* Climate action balances mitigation (reducing emissions) and adaptation (preparing for
impacts).

* STofaTyg HNETS # AT (Sc8otet el ) R Iegeret (FTaT & foIw TRy Hfed B

» Adaptation is a priority for the Global South but now also crucial for the Global North due to
wildfires, heatwaves, and cyclones.

- 3fRgF AT & TAIT 31eToholeT TTATHRAT &, Afehet 31ar IRaF 3T & fow o Agca ol gy ar T g,
ST 31191, 7T hr g, IR Ashard |

» Funding is skewed towards mitigation (renewable energy, decarbonisation) over adaptation.

« o ot AR faiere (el 33T, Fieet sgeieton) & 3R Hfed §, 3efeholet HT 3N
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* Investing in adaptation is economically prudent, yielding a $4 return for every $1 spent
through reduced losses and recovery costs.

* 37fepetet H TAaer 3nfde 9 @ THsTerY B, Fife ¥ $1 foider o $4 F1amy giar &, foraa
TehdTeT 3R AT ST Bl &

CPRs are not just about extreme weather events but also about how exposed and
vulnerable communities, businesses, and infrastructure are to them.

CPRs e 3rcaftrs #Atws Y aeasit & ar # 781 5, afew 77 off Swar & B wopery, saawm,
3R sraET==T fFaar 39K 3R FAAR

* CPRs involve hazard, exposure, and vulnerability according to the IPCC framework.
» CPRs # IPCC & 378K ", 3S1PRAT, 3R Hagarefierar amae g

» Hazards: floods, cyclones, heatwaves.

« @X; d1¢, TshdTd, ITHT I T&T|

» Exposure: who and what is at risk.

« 3SRRAT: i AR FT ANT@H A g

* Vulnerability: system’s ability to withstand and recover.

» HageTfeTdT: uTel St Hgarfard 3R gersifee &t

» Together, these define the true scale of climate risk.

» I TREE STeary STEH &7 arediaes o Fuiia #id §

To safeguard financial stability, regulatory bodies worldwide are shifting from voluntary
climate risk disclosures to mandatory reporting.

e Reuwar aeime w@e & fae, g 31 & s veue WfRes saag s wwdeor @
sfoard R fr i s @ &

* Regulators globally are moving to mandatory climate risk reporting.

- Af¥ee forarerss sifear sterarg ST Reiféar #r AR TE @ 2

* In India, the Reserve Bank of India is integrating climate risks into its regulatory framework.
« YR A AR Rerd 3 3191 rarees & 7 Sierary Shi@s anfie T @18

* The IFRS ISSB S2 sets global standards for disclosing CPRs.

* IFRS ISSB S2 329 ¥ 9X CPR Yeh<EIhiuT & HAleleh ad il 8|

* Assessing these risks is central to business continuity, not just environmental responsibility.

« 51 STEAT T Hediehet SATIR AT & T Fgeaqul §, Shaor waierofi ARy & fore &

Despite the urgency, India’s approach to CPR assessments remains fragmented.
HTITAHI & Ta[E, HRA $T CPR ATehele givehior REfdd 7= gam g1

* India lacks a unified system; efforts are spread across agencies and institutions.

« X H IS TG TOTTe e &) m%@m@ﬁﬁmwmﬁw:@%l

« Different methodologies and hazard focuses are used by various bodies.
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« e TEUTeT 37e9T-37e9T Teufaar iR @A W &7 & |
» Examples: flood maps by IIT Gandhinagar, vulnerability atlases by India Meteorological
Department, disaster frameworks by National Institute of Disaster Management.

« 3ETEXOT; [IT MR & §1¢ AT, ARATT FHIGH TTHTIT o Fdca12ieldr Ueod, ISErT 3T9er
Yol HEATT & 9T S |

* No central repository exists to consolidate these insights.

* 3o STTARIRAT Sl ThT kel oh ToIU IS FEIT HER AT & |

* Global models like Representative Concentration Pathways and Shared Socioeconomic
Pathways do not capture India’s hyper-local climate realities well.

- gfafafer @igar AT 3R @ aAfos-3nie AT o dRTw Alge AR i g s
ATy AREAfIRATHT T STk & 8T Iehs dTd |

» Without standardized climate risk data, businesses and government struggle to make
informed decisions.

» AT STordTg SNTEH 3T & 4T, ST 3R TR FRId A0 ofed 7 Jad :d &

Steps Taken to Fill the Gaps
HIAAT F A & AT 3370 3T FgH

* Recognising these gaps, India has initiated steps to factor in climate hazards in its National
Adaptation Plan (NAP), aligned with Article 7 of the Paris Agreement.

* 3T HIAIT T Tl T, HRC o 3 IS Hefeetel Arotell (NAP) & STerarg Tel bl 2nfAer
A & HeH 30U &, Sl IRE FHAFI F TG 7 o I 8|

* Article 7 mandates all nations to establish NAPs by 2025 and demonstrate progress by 2030.
« 37TeDq 7 Faft SRt Y 2025 T NAPs TR F3a 3R 2030 aF warfer f@mat &1 fcder &ar g

* To facilitate this, India formulated an Adaptation Communication and submitted its first
report in 2023.

* S8 37T FATe o TV, R o Teh Iefohelel IR AR fohaT 3R 3790=11 ggelr RAE 2023 &
wEdd R

» A more comprehensive NAP report is underway, covering nine thematic sectors with
district-level granularity.

« Ueh 3718 saash NAP Rale a1 o 1 8, forest ait fidfess et 3K foram waw i gawran
Qmfaer gl

» While this is a great start, India must go further by building a CPR assessment tool to support
both public and private decision-making.

« Ig Ueh 3ToT 3 §, Aifehed R T 31797 Sgehd Ueh CPR HedTdheT 3UFHIVT Tdeh (A hiall AT
S ardeifa 3R Bsht vl a9 gt 1 gada wX
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* This tool will help the public sector design climate-resilient policies, guide infrastructure
planning, and allocate resources effectively.

* Ig YT WA &1 I STerarg-Hgerelier At soirel, AT S Ferar 7 AFTET et
3R FET=Y HT YT TG FI H A, PRI

« It will also play a crucial role for the private sector in assessing risks across value chains,
supporting operational and expansion planning, and meeting growing investor
expectations.

- Ig forsiY &1 & foT i Fgcayut gam, it S Aer & SAAT F1 Feawe, Farere 3R AR
FrotetT 7 FAYA, AR Fgcll g5 e 3ramait A1 QI H H T g

» Therefore, an India-specific tool combining localised climate modelling, granular risk
assessment, a centralised climate risk data hub, and transparent, science-based methods
with iterative feedback mechanisms is imperative.

- 3afAT, Teh HRA-FARIST 39T STl & S FATeiIga Serarg Asfer, ¥ @ geaie,
Teh Feald Ferarg @ 3¢ &9, 3R areeff, Rramer-smenfia fRftat & aryr qerga sfafear @
LI IE]

* As India charts its path towards Viksit Bharat, robust climate risk assessments will ensure
that progress is not just fast but future-proof.

« SIA &Y R TR 1R BT 3R 3191 T R ¢ T@T 8, Aol STerarg Sf&# Hediehet T
gAfRad FT & el g der 761 afow srfasg-wfae g
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Scheme-based workers, the struggle for an identity

he central government employs millions
I of regular and contract workers who are
recognised as government employees and R
are in the pay spectrum of the government. The ,
o,

government also employs several types of
workers such as Anganwadi workers or AWWs

(13,51,104 workers) and Anganwadi helpers or K.R. Shyam
AWHS (9,22,522), Accredited Social Health Sundar

Activists or ASHASs (10,52,322 workers), and
Mid-Day-Meals workers or MDMWs (25,16,688)
under The Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS) Scheme since 1975, the National
Rural Health Mission (NHRM) and the mid-day
meals day scheme. Put together, around 60
million workers work in government schemes.

These schemes are those which carry out
social and economic functions by taking care of
children and lactating mothers and nutrition
aspects. They are also a bridge between the
community and the public health system,
improving school enrolment and the nutritional
health system.

is Professor of
Practice, Management
Development Institute
(MDI) Gurgaon

The reality of their existence

Though there has been much recognition of their
work (by the Prime Minister and even the World
Health Organization), these workers face
hardship — they have been denied basic labour
market rights such as workers’ status, minimum
wages and social security. Three basic issues
among others have affected scheme-based
workers (SBW) — an identity as “workers” just like
any government employee, minimum wages and
social security. They have adopted three
strategies to highlight their plight — strikes, legal
action and social dialogue.

Major central trade unions (AITUC, BMS, CITU)
have organised the SBWs extensively. Since there
are no prescribed wage negotiation timelines,
trade unions have gone on frequent strikes over
the issue of wage revision at random. State
governments are more generous depending more

The demand of
SBWS, of a
labour market
identity’, is a
legitimate one

on the strength of unions, their proximity with
the party in power, and political factors such as
elections. In March 2025, Anganwadis in Kerala
called off their 13-day indefinite strike. The
frequent and large-sized struggles of and by SBWs
is a feat of labour mobilisation in modern times as
State governments have not always been kind to
striking workers. In fact, the Maharashtra
government imposed the Maharashtra Essential
Services Maintenance Act in 2017 to curb the
right of Anganwadis in the State to go on strike. In
a sense, the government has recognised the
“essential” nature of work done by Anganwadis.

The judiciary’s approach

At the same time, Anganwadis have been
knocking on the doors of the judiciary, with some
success after initial setbacks. In State Of
Karnataka & Ors vs Ameerbi & Ors (2006), the
Supreme Court held that as Anganwadis do not
carry out any function of the state, and do not
hold a post under a statute, it did not consider
them as workers. This was a judgment that was a
blow against the struggles of these workers. But
there was judicial relief.

The Court, in 2022, granted that Anganwadis
are eligible for gratuity as they are covered under
workers/employees under the Payment of
Gratuity Act, 1972 (Maniben Maganbhai Bhariya vs
District Development Officer, 2022). In 2024, the
Gujarat High Court (Adarsh Gujarat Anganwadi
Union & Ors. vs State of Gujarat) observed that
Anganwadis perform onerous duties and
responsibilities apart from performing important
services under the Right to Education Act (RTE)
and the National Food Security Act (NSF). It
directed the central and State governments to
jointly frame a policy under which the AWWs and
AWHs could be regularised as Class Il and Class
IV grade State employees. Until then, they would
be paid minimum wages (Class 111 and Class IV,
respectively).

The central trade unions have been raising the
issues concerning the SBWs at the tripartite
forum, the Indian Labour Conference (ILC),
which is a social dialogue forum created during
colonial rule. It is notable that in the 45th ILC, its
tripartite Conference Committee made
unanimous recommendations to the central
government to treat the SBWs as “workers” and
not as volunteers or honorary workers, and pay
them minimum wages, pension, health insurance
and provident fund, among others.

The usual stand

The government is concerned with the huge cost
implications as the employment of SBWs as
government employees is set to grow as the
population grows. On the other hand, the Labour
Minister, in 2016, said in the Rajya Sabha, that the
recommendations require long-time policy
formulation and that there can be no fixed
time-line for their implementation. Policy delay
and avoidance at best — and outright denial
policy at worst — has been the clever policy of the
central government, irrespective of the party in
power. The government has been dodging these
important issues. On the other hand, there are
attempts to privatise the Integrated Child
Development Services Scheme (ICDS). SBW
organisations have been waging relentless
struggles at all levels to oppose the privatisation
of the ICDS and strengthen the labour rights of
SBWs. Their struggle, which involves multiple
issues, will go on.

It is not “applause” that they seek but
“worker” status. It is an existential struggle. It is
interesting to note that in both the traditional and
modern (gig) sectors, workers are battling for
their labour market “identities” as “workers” and
earn “wages and not “honorarium”. It is not
charity that they seek but a legitimate demand for
“workers” status by dint of hard work over long
hours.

Scheme-based workers, the struggle for an identity

TRIH-3IMeRT FIHAR, IgaTT & fov gay

- The demand of Scheme-Based Workers (SBWs) for a labour market

identity is a legitimate one.

« THIH-ITUTRA FHAIRT (SBWs) Y AL SR gl Y AT Teh I AT

gl

* The central government employs millions of regular and contract workers recognized as
government employees with government pay.

« hg, TR @ fAafaa 3 Tfer FEaT = TR FaaRat & &9 7 ggaea U THR &

AT W Ao Al &

* Various types of workers include Anganwadi Workers (AWWSs) (13,51,104 workers),
Anganwadi Helpers (AWHSs) (9,22,522), Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHAS)
(10,52,322 workers), and Mid-Day-Meal Workers (MDMWSs) (25,16,688) under schemes like
the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS), National Rural Health Mission (NRHM),
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and Mid-Day Meals scheme.

« AR PR & FHIRT F IHETTATE FRFAT (AWWS) (13,51,104), HTTTars) HETHRAST (AWHS)
(9,22,522), af&wR® FrAT® FaReT FRAFAT (ASHAS) (10,52,322), 3R @3-3 dla F&dwar
(MDMWs) (25,16,688) 2T &, SiT §¢1IeS UT5es 3qaydie Wiadsr (ICDS), TS JTHI0T Fareey
e (NRHM) 3R 5-3 #ier Is1er & agd e R £

* Altogether, approximately 60 million workers work in various government schemes.

* ol THITeRY, S1Te7T 60 FATTET FTHaTR Feer iy Aot & ke 81

» These schemes provide social and economic functions by caring for children, lactating
mothers, and nutrition.

¥ YISTITT g, TIAYTT I aTell ATAT3IT, 3T 0T HY STHTT e AHATRSIF AR s Frt
FLATE |

» They act as a bridge between the community and the public health system, improving
school enrolment and nutritional health.

« I FHET 3N AT for FETELT YOI & 1T Teh A & & H 1A a1 o, Torad egrery
ATATReT 3R 9OT FELT H GUR &Il & |

The reality of their existence

3d% HATedca Y TeATS

o Despite recognition by the Prime Minister and the World Health Organization, these
workers face hardships.

T 3 TR T HISeT GaNT AT & S1a9]G, & HIHINR HISATSAT T HIHAT
A &

e They are denied basic labour market rights such as worker status, minimum wages,
and social security.

o 3o¢ Al g, ~YAdH ad, 3R WATTSH F&TT S AT 437 IR HAHR &
afard @ I gl

e Three main issues affect SBWs — identity as workers, minimum wages, and social
security.

o Tl HET e SBWs T T i § — HIGY & T A qgdTet, wqTd# daet, 3
AT GaT|

e SBWs have used three strategies to highlight their struggles — strikes, legal action,
and social dialogue.

o SBWSs & 3Ust TUY &Y 3SR alet & TorT et Toreiifaral a1 3uier foham § — =T,

FIeeAl FRETS, IR AT Hare |
e Major central trade unions (AITUC, BMS, CITU) have extensively organised SBWs.
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o UHT HFEF T3 AT (AITUC, BMS, CITU) ¥ SBWs T ST &9 & HITS T &

e There are no fixed wage negotiation timelines, leading to frequent strikes for wage
revision.

o  3dd ardT & forw FIs ARad o W A7 &, [98s FROT a1 TN & T TR-aR
gSaral gl ol
« State governments vary in generosity based on union strength, political proximity, and election
factors.

« T TIFR GG HT cA1ehe], Toieiliclan fevehed, 3 AT R & TR T SERAT @l &

* In March 2025, Anganwadi workers in Kerala ended a 13-day indefinite strike.

« AT 2025 &, T & TTAATET HIRATT oF 13 &t i srfAfRadwrelleT gsdrer gATT F7l

* The large, frequent struggles of SBWs are a modern labour mobilisation success despite State
government resistance.

* SBWs & 13 3R aR-aR g1ot aTel Hey Tefeieh 41 HTSel dhlel hl Hholcll 8, el 81 o TN
faRer STt W@ et

* Maharashtra government imposed the Maharashtra Essential Services Maintenance Act in
2017 to restrict Anganwadi strikes.

* HERTSE THR o 2017 H HETAATS! §SdTcl I Uehet oh ToIT AFRISE ATARIF AT HIETOT
srferfarger oy feha

* This act acknowledged the "essential" nature of Anganwadi work.

« 3 ITATIH o 3TRTIATSr T & " HTEIF" §lod I TAIHR fhaT|

The judiciary’s approach
~ATAYTTIT FT GSCHIT

* Anganwadi workers have approached the judiciary, achieving some success after initial
setbacks.

* 3TAAATST Frehcll ~ITIITIHT & GaR T Ig ¢, 3R TRIHR ITHAIHT o §Te; He Theral o7
A 81

* In State Of Karnataka & Ors vs Ameerbi & Ors (2006), the Supreme Court ruled
Anganwadi workers are not "workers" as they do not perform a state function or hold a
statutory post.

« TT 3T Fettea IR 3= qerrat At 31X 3r=r (2006) 7, Folier FIE o e fem & 3riererarsy
FRIEAT "HAGY" TEl & FTeh I T HT FI 6T X 3N o &1 PIs Hlefell 9§ YRIT FA ¢ |
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* This judgment was a setback to the workers’ struggle.

- I A0 SR & Fu§ & forw ves giee o)

» However, there was some judicial relief afterward.

« gTelifoh, d1g # $o #41RA g o fael|

Court Judgments and Legal Recognition

3reTerd & e 3R FgA AT

* In 2022, the Court granted that Anganwadis are eligible for gratuity as they are
covered under workers/employees under the Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972.

2022 #, 3eTed o g AR f&ar & smrarardY woi=ml d=gdt & ura € aifss 3 93 3w
e srfafaaer, 1972 & dgd FHTRY A ST B
In 2024, the Gujarat High Court observed that Anganwadis perform onerous duties

and important services under the Right to Education Act (RTE) and the National
Food Security Act (NSF).

2024 1, ICRIT 3¢4 #AATT o AT [ AT FHART HTSeT Fered AR Ageaqot Fame
veTe L &, it e #1 srftrew srfarfaaer (RTE) 3 wedir arez geam sifafaasT (NSF)
& dgd A B

The court directed the central and State governments to jointly frame a policy to
regularise AWWSs and AWHSs as Class lll and Class |V State employees.

37ETIId o g 3R ToT WFRY T LT 8T 7o I A vah NS 9410, 59 agd
HITAATE THT (AWWSs) 3T FTF (AWHS) T HHT: F 111 3 FRT |V TsT FAART

ST ST |

Until regularisation, they would be paid minimum wages equivalent to Class Il and
Class IV employees respectively.

T fAcenor der, 3¢ AT Fo 11| AR Farw |V FAARAT F gAqH dae U Srdar|

Trade Unions and Social Dialogue

¢z gfagt 3R wrfa+ warg

Central trade unions have been raising SBWs’ issues at the Indian Labour Conference
(ILC), atripartite social dialogue forum created during colonial rule.

he; ¢35 GoTdel HRCATT H3 FFAd (ILC) # FhT-3menia #fA=T (SBWs) & Hed 3T &
g, S 3iafafIe Frer & 9T v Rvafir aenfas gag AT §

In the 45th ILC, the tripartite Conference Committee recommended treating SBWs as
“workers”, not volunteers or honorary workers.

453 ILC &, ueir afafa & SBWs &1 “&ai=amY” AT 31K Faaqds AT ATIG HHIRY 781
AT
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e The committee recommended payment of minimum wages, pension, health
insurance, and provident fund for SBWs.

o« GIATT A SBWs I weras ade, Yeret, Fareed i, 3k srfasy fafer &or oy [@orier &

Government's Position and Policy Delays

WIHR o1 39 3T Afa 7

» The government worries about the high cost implications as the number of SBWs is
expected to grow with population growth.

« T{HR Ag @ &l ot [Rifad & Faifer TaaEar 9o & 1T SBWs &l T&IT S¢aiT|

* In 2016, the Labour Minister said in the Rajya Sabha that the recommendations require long-
term policy formulation and have no fixed timeline for implementation.

* 2016 &, 517 HA F ToaT & Fgl fr o7 {wRel & fov Sdewfas Hifa @AuRor s & 3tk
STl HIATaTT & [T IS Aaa o Har g g

* The government’s approach has been policy delay, avoidance, or outright denial,
regardless of the ruling party.

« TR AT AT T g A 7 &8, erersrete, a1 qf avE ¥ sAER, e HAT A g o7 aréf |
» The government has been dodging these important issues.
* AIHN 3oT AEAqT Heal & e B &l

» There are attempts to privatise the Integrated Child Development Services Scheme
(ICDS).

« HTead I faTd @41 AT (ICDS) Fi fAHor 3t & TATH 81 B &

* SBW organisations are continuously struggling to oppose ICDS privatization and to
strengthen labour rights of SBWSs.

* SBW H3T&+T ST ICDS & fArsiiehor &1 faier oY 1@ & 31X SBWs & #ff® siftsr Aerqd
e o ToIT FEg oY 3¢ B

» Their multi-issue struggle will continue.

-magag-ﬁm#sr&aﬁ@ml

The Core Demand of SBWs

SBWs &Y & AT

* SBWs do not seek “applause” but want “worker” status.
« SBWs “arell” g1, afes “waarly” &1 gt amgd 81

* It is an existential struggle for them.

« T 3o oI U Heeed Y o=t ¥

» Workers in both traditional and modern (gig) sectors fight for their labour market
“identities” as “workers” and to earn “wages” rather than “honorarium”.

« RO 3R A (Fren) St 8t & AT 319e) o SR A “FAE & w9 F ggar iR
“HIAYA” AT, afed “dda” Il F o Jay¥ T | ¢

* They seek not charity but a legitimate demand for worker status earned through hard work
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« I RYPR AET dfodh HI AgAd 3T S TAT dF FIH T F YR G T ¢ “Haaril” o1 gt

—IGS Paper lll: India-Bangladesh |-

Trade diplomacy

Trade restrictions against Bangladesh
will not have much coercive value
l n an escalation of bilateral trade-related ten-

sions, India recently announced restrictions

on readymade garments and other specified
commodities from Bangladesh. The Directorate
General of Foreign Trade’s announcement target-
ing Bangladesh’s vital apparel sector sent an un-
mistakable signal that deteriorating political rela-
tions have now spilled over into economic ties.
By specifically denying Bangladeshi goods access
to India’s northeast market, New Delhi has deli-
vered a pointed message to Mohammed Yunus,
Bangladesh’s interim leader, who during his visit
to China in March 2025 had invited Chinese ac-
cess to India’s northeast through Bangladesh, de-
scribing the northeast as landlocked. While In-
dia’s discomfiture about Bangladesh-China
discussions regarding India’s northeast is under-
standable, this trade restriction may hurt Bangla-
deshi businesses, largely dependent on garment
export, but will do little to aid New Delhi’s stra-
tegic interests. Bangladesh’s recent political tur-
moil stems from protests against its former elect-
ed government, and the interim leadership —
struggling with resistant bureaucracy and ongo-
ing instability — has blamed New Delhi due to its
perceived close ties with the previous administra-
tion led by Sheikh Hasina. The Yunus-led admi-
nistration’s warming up to Pakistan, and its ban
on the Awami League — actions that go against its
promises to the international community — have
worsened relations. The imperative for New Del-
hi must be to come up with a deft outreach to
other political parties in Bangladesh as they pre-
pare for elections. While Mr. Yunus had an-
nounced that elections will be held later this
year, there is still no clarity on the date.

New Delhi must, in consonance with the rest
of the international community, advise the re-
gime to conduct elections quickly. A political ges-
ture of this nature while engaging with multiple
stakeholders in Bangladesh’s polity is more ap-
propriate than using restrictive moves related to
trade, as this would only heighten the anti-India
sentiment being fanned by some elements in
Bangladesh after the Awami League govern-
ment’s exit. Such radical elements, many of
whom have little investment in the restoration of
democratic processes, could also create fresh law
and order problems that could lead to security is-
sues in the northeast. India should carefully lay
out its response keeping in mind that while it has
to communicate its displeasure to the Yunus go-
vernment, it also has to maintain working rela-
tions with this administration till a popularly
elected government takes charge in Dhaka.

AT B

Trade Diplomacy: On India-Bangladesh
Trade-Related Tensions

SATIR FeaAlfdl: HRA-TTeTeer SAIR Heeh
g

. Indiarecently imposed trade restrictions
on readymade garments and other goods from
Bangladesh.

R A BT & H T ¥ AT grel AR &l

3R 3T FEGHT W AR wfaeer aome
. The Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT)

issued the notification targeting Bangladesh’s important apparel
sector.

Ig e fAger saraR #AgIf@eRTer™d (DGFT) o SR &1, St
TR o HEedquT a7 &1 I fARITel qelrell &

. This move shows that worsening political relations are
affecting economic ties between the two countries.

agmaeﬁm%%ﬁﬁgémﬁﬁ*ﬁumaﬁﬁéeﬁ%
nfre gaut = gafag s @ &)

. India has specifically denied Bangladeshi goods access
to its northeast market.

HRA o fIY €0 & 370 afar a1eiR # aieengelt §#AmT & gaer
Y AT B

. This was meant as a message to Mohammed Yunus,
Bangladesh’s interim leader, who during his March 2025 visit
to China invited Chinese access to India’s northeast through
Bangladesh.

Ig TG AT TTATCRN & HARH AT ANgFAe I 1, [Segie AT
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2025 # et Y AT & ERTeT et Y HIR & @feik TFoh Tt oh forw svemeer #1er
RRENEIR]

e Yunus described India’s northeast region as landlocked during his visit.
IeTH & 39T AT & SNTeT R & qafa] 877 &1 FI-A1qd (sdies) T

e India’s concern over Bangladesh-China talks about the northeast region is
understandable.

HR &I 37 a1 R T arfore ¢ & Sivenger-dhet Hr qafaw a7 & aR 7 aradd 8 W@ 8|

e The trade restrictions may hurt Bangladeshi businesses, especially those dependent
on garment exports, but will not help India’s strategic interests.

¥ IR wideer aEareedt sqaumy, et a6 faata X @8R cqaardl i Jhar g
T &, AfheT 7R & Iorifas fRal 3 #ee A8 war|

e Bangladesh’s current political turmoil is due to protests against the former elected
government.

SIS H TN ITelTcis 3N T Tolt §§ TR & @ farer & FRoT &

e Theinterim government blames India because of its perceived close ties with the
previous administration led by Sheikh Hasina.

AR TER AR HT AT Gt § AT AT ST § o AR 7 AW AT & aicjeq areir

U4 SR & 6y FHET G g
e The Yunus administration has warmed relations with Pakistan and banned the Awami
League, breaking promises made to the international community.

IoTH TRITHe & ATfheatet & AT HetT 610 § 3R 3mare #fer o1 gfaeer spma g, s
FARTSET GHEH o 9fdl fohT a70 arel & famdia 8|

¢ India should initiate a careful outreach to other political parties in Bangladesh ahead of
elections.

HRA T YeATd H TGl SIT1CRl & 3oy ATl Goil & FTaUTAIYdeh TIF Y& AT AMBT|

¢ Yunus has announced elections will be held later in 2025, but the exact date is not yet
clear.

IoTH & ENoTT it § o AT 2025 & 3 7 g1, oifehet vk arre 3rsft wose w781 B

e India, along with the international community, should advise Bangladesh’s interim
regime to hold elections quickly.

HI T HATSET FHETT & ATY AR ST T HARHA THR I FoATd STeg,
&1 FelTg St AT

o Political gestures engaging multiple stakeholders are better than trade restrictions,
which may increase anti-India sentiment in Bangladesh.

TSTailTcreh Tohd it s fRTeRenT &Y RS Y, 3 SR gfa«e) & S5 &, FifF ufaea &
T F HRA-fae $t1aaT 9¢ v B

e Some radical elements in Bangladesh, uninterested in democracy, could cause law and
order problems and threaten security in India’s northeast.
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AT & F& Heexd dcd, S elehc s 7 2 787 Wy, a‘my-m@rmﬁﬁa
Y Hehdl § 3R R & qafar & geaTm & frw @ a1 ganct &

e India must balance communicating its displeasure to the Yunus government while

maintaining working relations until a popularly elected government takes office in
Dhaka.

Waﬁu@vmﬁmmaﬁimgaﬂaaﬁmsﬁmwwﬁ
g1 ST b o aTehT 3 W1 TIT T W el §§ TXHR T A oFgh 37|
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The role of the Internet in spreading misinformation

A study shows that a substantial share of users on social media platforms reported very little or no trust at all in the news and information they encounter

S Paper llI: Internal Securif

| DATA POINT |

Sanjay Kumar & Krishangi Sinha

uring the recent India-Pa-
l, kistan crisis, misinforma-

tion spread like wildfire
across social media platforms. Un-
verified videos claiming to show
missile strikes, manipulated imag-
es of military action, and false re-
ports of casualties were circulated
widely, stoking fear on both sides.
Some news channels amplified
these claims without verification.

This phenomenon is not new.
The data from a survey conducted
a couple of years ago by Lokniti-
CSDS on ‘Media in India: Access,
Practices, Concerns and Effects’
indicated that misinformation on
social media platforms significant-
ly affects public perception, trust,
and behaviour. The data revealed
widespread concern about the
spread of fake news and inaccu-
rate information online.

Table 1 shows the share of res-
pondents who were active Internet
users with varying levels of expe-
rience of being misled by fake
news, while Table 2 shows the ex-
perience of social media users in
being misled by fake news. Nearly
half of all active Internet and social
media users said they had encoun-
tered false information online at
some point.

Most respondents reported that
this has occurred either a few
times or once or twice. Further,
around two-fifths of active Internet
users and social media users ad-
mitted to having shared/forward-
ed misinformation at some point
of time and realising later that it
was inaccurate or fake (Table 3 for
active users, Table 4 for social me-
dia users).

Table 5 shows the varying le-
vels of concern about receiving
fake news or information on the
Internet or on social media or on
WhatsApp among active Internet
users, while Table 6 shows the
same for social media users. Table
7 displays overall trends.

There was widespread concern
about the spread of fake news and
inaccurate information online. Ac-
cording to the data, 21% of active
Internet users and 20% of social
media users were ‘highly con-
cerned’ about encountering fake
news, while 31% of active Internet
users and 32% of social media us-
ers were ‘somewhat concerned’.

The study further sought to un-
derstand people’s experiences
with fake news. Citizens who were
misled by fake news, or shared it
unknowingly more often than oth-
ers, were more likely to be con-
cerned about receiving it on the In-
ternet or on social media. For
instance, 88% of social media us-
ers who had unknowingly shared
fake news expressed high or mod-
erate concern about receiving it.

There was also concern, though
to a lesser degree, among those
who had never shared (44%) or
been misled by fake news (39%).
This means that there is growing
general consciousness about the
threat of misinformation, even
among those who may not feel di-
rectly affected by it.

A substantial share of users on
social media platforms reported
very little or no trust at all in the
news and information they en-
counter. Specifically, 21% of X us-
ers expressed very little trust,
while 12% indicated complete dis-
trust (Table 8).

The Reuters Institute’s 2024
Digital News Report reveals a sig-
nificant shift in how Indians access
news, with over 70% of respon-
dents preferring online media and
nearly half relying on social media
platforms such as YouTube (54%)
and WhatsApp (48%). This trend
underscores the pivotal role that
social media platforms play, and
the urgent need to promote media
literacy, critical thinking, and ac-
countability to help people identi-
fy reliable information.

This analysis is based on data collected
during a study jointly undertaken by
Lokniti-CSDS with financial support from the
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, India Office

Cause for concern

This analysis is based on data collected during a comprehensive study jointly undertaken by Lokniti-CSDS with
financial support from the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, India Office.

Table 1: The experience of active Internet users of having been
misled by fake news on the Internet or social media (in %)

SRl

Table 2: The experience of social media users of having been
misled by fake news on Internet or social media (in %)

: Once or
T o
i ype of uir Veiy often | Few tlmis twice. Neverﬁ
Active Internet 7 18 21 54

Users

Table 3: The experience of active Internet users of sharing fake
news/information unknowingly and realising later that it was
false (in %)

.| Onceor
T f Few Ti .
ype of user Very often | Few Times A Never
Social media user 7 18 22 53

Table 4: The experience of social media users of sharing fake
news unknowingly and realising later that it was false (in %)

. Once or
Few times Never

Type of user ikes

Very often

Active internet
users

5 13 18 64

Table 5: Level of concern by all Internet users about receiving
fake news or information on the Internet or social media or
WhatsApp (in%) 7 )

Typeof | Highly |Somewhat| Notvery | Notatall
user concerned | concerned | concerned | concerned

Active
Internet 21 31 20 28
users

Table 7: Level of concern about fake news by all Internet
users on internet or social media or WhatsApp (in %)

Type of ‘ Highly |Somewhat Notvery | Notatall

user | concerned concerned
All
Internet 16 25 17 42

users

Sanjay Kumar is a Professor at Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies, (CSDS). Krishangi Sinha is a researcher
with Lokniti, a research Program of CSDS.

: | Onceor
Type of user Very often | Few times itk Never
Social media 5 1 19 62

users

Table 6: Level of concern by social media users about receiving
fake news or information on the Internet or social media or
WhatsApp (in %)

Type of Highly |Somewhat| Notvery Notatall

user concerned | concerned | concerned | concerned
Social
media 20 32 20 28

users

Table 8: Trust in information or news received on various social
media platforms among active users (in %)

meda | o ot Gl |t |t
platform trust | atall

X 17 33 21 12 17
Facebook | 14 35 26 4 | 11
YouTube 14 37 2 13 14
WhatsApp | 16 38 21 13 | 12

The role of the Internet in spreading misinformation

SeTAC Y AT el AT theltel A

A study shows that a substantial share of users on social media

platforms reported very little or no trust at all in the news and
information they encounter.

T eI @ U1 Toldr § & arerer AfAr clewimy W 3gaeraansit
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1 T a31 o 37 @al R STl wX aged 1 A1 Rresper sit s
oTgt YT 3 3o At

o During the recent India-Pakistan crisis, misinformation spread like wildfire across
social media platforms.

gTel T STRA-IFHEATST HHE o AR, ITeTcd F=AT o Hierer FHFSAT CATHIF T 31797 Y e
ther S|

o Unverified videos claiming to show missile strikes, manipulated images of military
action, and false reports of casualties were circulated widely, stoking fear on both sides.

IR-gee AfFAT oras Pramger gwa @me &1 grar 3 a1, = wkars & Afagaes
esicd waﬁwﬁmmmﬁwﬁaﬁ o aa g1t gett & 3T 9|
e Some news channels amplified these claims without verification.
S TATIR efell o 3of &1l Y AT ST & erar fe=m|
e This phenomenon is not new.
Ig Gl 15 +Tel &
e The data from a survey conducted a couple of years ago by Lokniti-CSDS on ‘Media in

India: Access, Practices, Concerns and Effects’ indicated that misinformation on social
media platforms significantly affects public perception, trust, and behaviour.

R ATT-HTHSITH ggRT $& Ael Tgel HRA A HSAT: 95, F2AT7, AT iR gemma o
fehT a7 Hf&T0T & ST @ T =il o Wierer HFSAT CATHIF TR e FaAT FH STAA,
HUHT 3T SYIgR W AcaquT FHTd el &

e The data revealed widespread concern about the spread of fake news and inaccurate
information online.

ST § g Y 9T <Tell o 3HieAelgsT Bah #eT 3R ITeld ST & helld T ey AT
Rrar gl
e Table 1 shows the share of respondents who were active Internet users with varying

levels of experience of being misled by fake news, while Table 2 shows the experience
of social media users in being misled by fake news.

&ool 1 H Hishd ST SUANIThAT3NT o ST fehctel GileT e 75T U $TCHIT 1T, THeb T
fe@T a1 8, STafeh ool 2 # |rerer AfAT swAerHAlat & $heh ot & AT gl oh 3e]ora
&1 fe@mar ar 81

+ Nearly half of all active Internet and social media users said they had encountered false
information online at some point.

TSI 3T TTh Sedaie 3R A ATAT ITANThdT3i & et fF 3 forelt 7 fondy go
HTeTonse Irad SIAFR O Ao &
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e Most respondents reported that this has occurred either a few times or once or twice.
STTRIHTY SEETAI3N &1 el foh TE Teal $o IR AT Toh-al N g3 8
o Around two-fifths of active Internet users and social media users admitted to having

shared/forwarded misinformation at some point and realizing later that it was
inaccurate or fake (Table 3 for active users, Table 4 for social media users).

TSI &I-UTad Aishd Seaic 3UATIThdr 3R Frerer HfSAT 3UATTHRAT of TR fohar
3egiet efl-aHafY ITele YT WIHAGRAS T R 16 37 IdT T o g arere A7 AHelr A
(CoeT 3 TThT IYIRTHATIT & fIT, STt 4 HIAS HIT3AT ITARHRATIT F o) |

e Table 5 shows varying levels of concern about receiving fake news or information on
the Internet or social media or WhatsApp among active Internet users, while Table 6
shows the same for social media users.

&ool 5 H HihT ST IUTNTRATSIT 7 Seleie, HRMel HTSAT AT SFICHTY T & a1 AT
FATAFRT YT FHleT T T [ATReeT T hr Franait s fe@rar arar &, Safes o 6 7 JET
Teafa arerer MfZAr IuAeTerarait & v &

e Table 7 displays overall trends.
&ael 7 # ol TATRY Yt ol femam I & |

e There was widespread concern about the spread of fake news and inaccurate
information online.
HieTerTgeT B 7o 3N el SRR & thelld &l o STTeh =T AT

e According to the data, 21% of active Internet users and 20% of social media users
were ‘highly concerned’ about encountering fake news, while 31% of active Internet
users and 32% of social media users were ‘somewhat concerned’.

3iehst o 3TAR, 21% AT §eTAe 3TAWTFRAT 3R 20% AXRrer HfEAT sqANTFat SF 7
¥ F1hr Rfad 2, FafF 31% i gexae 3uATFRar 3R 32% @rerer AfZAT 3TATHAT
1S Rar 7 A

e The study further sought to understand people’s experiences with fake news.

TG o T theh =gl & TTY 13NN & Te]3TaT T THST T HIfRILT |

o Citizens who were misled by fake news, or shared it unknowingly more often than
others, were more likely to be concerned about receiving it on the Internet or on social
media.

wmwmﬁaﬁaymgﬁmﬁﬁwﬁmmm&amm
Trerer AT W 5T Yo i e 31 Rifaa 2

e For instance, 88% of social media users who had unknowingly shared fake news
expressed high or moderate concern about receiving it.

3CTEXT & ToIT, St 88% Wrerer HFIAT ITANTHAT 3eToTTal F theh w1 AIST A Ioh I,
3ogieT S8 UTod Hiel I ol 3o IT AegH FRAar cgad F|

e There was also concern, though to a lesser degree, among those who had never shared
(44%) or been misled by fake news (39%).
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ol o HTA oT61 TohaT AT (39%) |
e This means there is growing general consciousness about the threat of misinformation,
even among those who may not feel directly affected by it.

SHPT AT ¢ foh ITeTcd T & Wk & 9T AT STwehcll §¢ &1 &, Tgl deh feh 3T
STt A ofr ST #re gafad S8r g

o A substantial share of users on social media platforms reported very little or no trust at
all in the news and information they encounter.

arerer ASJT CATHIFT T SYANITHATIT T Teh g7 FEAT 3T Wl 3R FTARR T g
e T focehel of RIET TET Xl SiY 3¢ Aol 8

o Specifically, 21% of X users expressed very little trust, while 12% indicated complete
distrust (Table 8).

faR &9 @, 219% X ITATHATH =¥ SgcT A SRIAT Tk {2, STafeh 129 & ot rfrearw
ST (Sl 8) |

e The Reuters Institute’s 2024 Digital News Report reveals a significant shift in how
Indians access news, with over 70% of respondents preferring online media and

nearly half relying on social media platforms such as YouTube (54%) and WhatsApp
(48%).

TeH $f¥eege F 2024 Bforea wggr R 7 fG@mn o § & st & s g
T F ek H I3T Seoltd 3T &, Taa 70% & AT Iaeran sitanss A3 gve
& 30X STaTeTaT 3 9T YouTube (54%) 31X WhatsApp (48%) S8 Eierel #If3ar colemiey
R AR &

This trend underscores the pivotal role that social media platforms play, and the urgent need to
promote media literacy, critical thinking, and accountability to help people identify reliable
information.

Ig TgfT At HTSAT Celchled T HgeaquT $1fHeT 1 Y@iferd el 8, 3R el &1 sRawg
STARRYT UgaTA H FEE, el o [oIT HfZIT AIERAT, ATNTATHS A, 3T FaTaE T Fgrar ¢t
&Y TeeTol 3TaRTehar fe@Tdl 8

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

3T ottt & ofY TRl oY, gronifen &, St st theh #goT ATSTT 161 XA & (44%) T foleg thep

Page98

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

—

Patrioftic (-

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1. Rats strike again at Bihar govt. hospital, bite patient’s
foot

feR Tv&R & 3reddre 7 g1 w1 B gorer, 78 w1 R Frer
2. Positivity camp for students on May 24 and 25

24 3R 25 AF 1 BT & faw gifafefad a

Rats strike again at

Bihar govt.

hospital,

bite patient’s foot

GS Paper IV: Ethics
ccountabilit ..
A ken note of the incident,”

IJ‘]Halat Desh Ka

| he said.

A disabled patient at Na-
landa Medical College and
Hospital (N\MCH) in Patna
has alleged that rats bit his
right foot while he was as-
leep, the latest in a series of
bizarre rodent-related inci-
dents in the State.

Awadhesh Kumar, a
middle-aged patient, said
he noticed bleeding on his
right leg fingers on the
morning of May 18. “I was
shocked to see blood on
my foot. Rats have created
havoc in the ward,” he told
reporters.

Dr. Om Prakash, head of
NMCH’s Orthopaedic De-
partment, confirmed that
the matter has been re-
ported to the medical su-
perintendent. “We have ta-

“Action will be taken
against those responsible,”
a senior health official told
The Hindu, requesting
anonymity.

Rashtriya Janata Dal
leader Tejashwi Yadav
slammed the government,
saying the State’s health
care has been ruined un-
der the BJP Health Minister
Mangal Pandey.

“Rats bit a patient in the
NMCH again. Recently, rats
gnawed the eye of a de-
ceased person in the same
hospital,” he said, pointing
to a November 2024 case.

Other incidents involv-
ing rats include saline
thefts in 2020, liquor dis-
appearance in 2017, and
breaches in embankments
in 2017.

Rats strike again at Bihar govt.
hospital, bite patient’s foot

faeR EIFR & Iregdrer & g1 F1
§HAT, AT FT I FreT

A disabled patient at Nalanda Medical
College and Hospital (NMCH) in Patna has
alleged that rats bit his right foot while he

was asleep, the latest in a series of bizarre
rodent-related incidents in the State.

qedAT & sATegT AfSFHe Fiaer 3T 3TqdaTer
(NMCH) & T fasrerer AT & 3R o9 §
f& WY W 9@t F 3we aifesr 3 e form, st
TS A YT W 3N IS Teaaait T w3t 7 arar
HATHAT 8

e Awadhesh Kumar, a middle-aged patient, said he noticed bleeding on his right leg
fingers on the morning of May 18.

HEAH A F91 & AT HTA FAR o el foh Soeiol 18 A T Goig 3= alfgat I A
Farferat o3 g TEq o
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o “l was shocked to see blood on my foot. Rats have created havoc in the ward,” he told
reporters.

"# 39 R IR GeT SR dieh 17| 1S A T ¥ ATk 7T @ R, Iegiel TAHRT § FHgl|

e Dr. Om Prakash, head of NMCH'’s Orthopaedic Department, confirmed that the matter
has been reported to the medical superintendent.

NMCH & g3t a1 fys1mer & wogar 3T, 3% warer o TS 1 foh Ao Rfarear srefhars =t
Rare frar = g

« “We have taken note of the incident,” he said.
3-giol Shgl, “GHel 39 UcT i e [harg1”

o “Action will be taken against those responsible,” a senior health official told The
Hindu, requesting anonymity.

T aftss Fareey 3faR A & 73 Fel, "TSFAeR] & [Wers Frars i s, 3R
IHATH Tge 1 30T SIS |

e Rashtriya Janata Dal leader Tejashwi Yadav slammed the government, saying the
State’s health care has been ruined under the BJP Health Minister Mangal Pandey.

TSET AT G S ol ATl I o AIHR T TAldAT i yw%mﬁmw
SAAEYT HTSTIT & FARELT HA HISA IS & g d6iie g1 gehl & |

o “Rats bit a patient in the NMCH again. Recently, rats gnawed the eye of a deceased
person in the same hospital,” he said, pointing to a November 2024 case.

37giat e, "NMCH 6T 98T & va #3iaT Y F1eT| gTeT 61 #, S 3re9del 7 g1 o v
H AT Y AW T FHoR 7T AT," Segial AGa 2024 Y T i 3R SART |

e Other incidents involving rats include saline thefts in 2020, liquor disappearance in
2017, and breaches in embankments in 2017.

TET U 3T 3T TS 7 2020 H Felrgar 9Y, 2017 F RIS A BT, 3R 2017 H
deaul & Jer e A B
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Positivity
camp for

students on
May 24 and 25

GS Paper IV: Ethics

Essa
—mﬂ

CHENNAI

A two-day camp to pro-
mote positivity will be con-
ducted by MiTran Global
on May 24 and 25, offering
teenagers insights on confi-
dence, emotional resi-
lience and a sense of pur-
pose. The Hindu In School
is the media partner for
the programme.

Students of 11-17 years of
age are eligible. To register,
go to  hub.mitranglo-
bal.com/services/ipc  or
scan the QR code. Students
may choose from slots bet-
ween 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. or
2.30 p.m. and
530 p.m. on
both days.

The camp fee
is T1,999.

The camp fee is ¥1,999.

ffaT ge 21,999 B

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Positivity camp for students on May 24
and 25

24 3T 25 A A BET & AT gifafed Fa

. A two-day camp to promote positivity will
be conducted by MiTran Global on May 24 and
25, offering teenagers insights on confidence,
emotional resilience, and a sense of purpose.

MiTran Global @RT 24 3R 25 #§ # gifafefad
&I gerdT gt & fare &Y feadiar fafaT smafere fova
SITTaTT, St f3FeRT &Y ArcAfaRarE, saacA®

wgerelterdr, 31T 3g&rT Y HraeT W ARG &9

. The Hindu In School is the media partner for the
programme.

g %A & Tl The Hindu In School #Hf3AT IéeR &1
. Students of 11-17 years of age are eligible.
A7 R I SH I |

. To register, go to hub.mitranglobal.com/services/ipc or
scan the QR code.

golienioT & TolT hub.mitranglobal.com/services/ipc 9 SITT AT
QR HI3 Tohel Y|

. Students may choose from slots between 10 a.m. and 1
p.m. or 2.30 p.m. and 5.30 p.m. on both days.

SIS GAl H Y 10 aF A 1 FoF da IT7 2:30 9t & 5:30 aF dh
& Folle 7 § Iof ol B
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TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Justice Somashekar appointed Manipur HC Chief
Justice

AT FAAE AT 3T AT F FET ~qrrefier
g

9

2. IB chief gets one-year extension in service

TS Y@ F QAT A UF /I 7 _AEAR e
3. Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet train project hits milestone
HAS-3EAGTAG Joic & TR o Hier FT T grfdrer R
4. Positivity camp for students on May 24 and 25
24 3 25 A€ F BET & fav gifsifefad o

Justice Somashekar
appointed Manipur

HC Chief Justice

The Hindu Bureau B

NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Tuesday appointed
Justice Kempaiah Somash-
ekar of the Karnataka High
Court as the Chief Justice of
the Manipur High Court.

Union Law Minister Ar-
jun Ram Meghwal an-
nounced the appointment
on X.

“In exercise of the pow-
er conferred by the Consti-
tution of India, the Presi-
dent of India, after
consultation with Chief
Justice of India, is pleased
to appoint Justice Kem-
paiah Somashekar, Judge
of the Karnataka High
Court, as Chief Justice of
the Manipur High Court,”
he said.

The appointment fol-

Kempaiah Somashekar

lows a recommendation by
a three-member collegium
headed by CJI B.R. Gavali,
ahead of the retirement of
incumbent Chief Justice D.
Krishnakumar on May 21.

Justice Somashekar be-
gan his legal practice in
1990. He was appointed
District and Sessions Judge
in 1998, Additional Judge in
2016, and Permanent
Judge in 2018.

Justice Somashekar appointed Manipur
HC Chief Justice

A FAAET AT 3= AT F
HEY ~rdIer fagead

President Droupadi Murmu on Tuesday
appointed Justice Kempaiah Somashekar of the
Karnataka High Court as the Chief Justice of
the Manipur High Court.

Tregafa ghadt 377 A AR I FeAles 3o
AT & AT HAAT WAAET F AR 3=
FATIATEr T {ET Farareier fogera B

. Union Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal announced the
appointment on X.

FERT FIeTeT F3lY TSI T ATATS 7 36 AGF 1 Ao X ([F
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efaer) W

o “In exercise of the power conferred by the Constitution of India, the President of
India, after consultation with Chief Justice of India, is pleased to appoint Justice
Kempaiah Somashekar, Judge of the Karnataka High Court, as Chief Justice of the
Manipur High Court,” he said.

3ogiel g, “HRCANT FIUTT GIRT T AFAIT b T2 I §T, HR & Tgafel =¥ R
& A& AT § WAL & F1E, FaAles 3od AT F warareher F4ar gerdas #
AT 3 FATATerT FT {ET Farareer fagerd fham g1

e The appointment follows a recommendation by a three-member collegium headed by

CJI B.R. Gavai, ahead of the retirement of incumbent Chief Justice D.
Krishnakumar on May 21.

Ig fgferd sa & FeT waramefier &3 1a$ 1 reTeTdr arel e FeEdT Flaforasd
<hT TR & TR TR T 375 &, i o aeiaater e sararefier 3. FSUFaAR & 21 7S
darfAgd gl & Tgel 1 7S & |

o Justice Somashekar began his legal practice in 1990.

FATEfet VTG & 319l Fregelt FfFew 1990 7 & 1|

e He was appointed District and Sessions Judge in 1998, Additional Judge in 2016,
and Permanent Judge in 2018.

3og 1998 F fore va = =arameiier, 2016 # srfafed =amrefier, 31T 2018 7 TR
=grarefier fagerd foma ara |
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IB chief gets one-year
extension in service

[PCs

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet (ACC)
on Tuesday extended the
services of Tapan Kumar
Deka, a 1988-batch Indian
Police Service (IPS) officer,
as Director of the Intelli-
gence Bureau for another
year. Mr. Deka, 62, an offic-
er of the Himachal Pradesh
cadre, was appointed IB
chiefin 2022. This is the se-
cond time his tenure has
been extended by a year.

The officer will now re-
main in office at least until
June 30, 2026.

The extension comes in
the wake of the evolving se-
curity situation following
Operation Sindoor. It was
based on precise informa-
tion provided by the IB that
the terror camps and in-
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Tapan Kumar Deka

frastructure in Pakistan
and  Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) were des-
troyed on May 7.

“The  Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet,
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, approved
Mr. Deka’s extension as the
Director, Intelligence Bu-
reau, for a period of one
year beyond June 30,
2025,” an order by the Per-
sonnel Ministry said.

IB chief gets one-year
extension in service
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o The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet (ACC)
on Tuesday extended the services
of Tapan Kumar Deka, a 1988-
batch Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer, as Director of the
Intelligence Bureau for another
year.
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o Mr. Deka, 62, an officer of
the Himachal Pradesh cadre, was
appointed IB chief in 2022.
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. This is the second time his
tenure has been extended by a
year.
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. The officer will now remain in
office at least until June 30, 2026.
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e The extension comes in the wake of the evolving security situation following Operation

Sindoor.

W%ﬁﬂ%mﬁwasmm?ﬁw&aﬁrﬁmgamw%l

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page104

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

e It was based on precise information provided by the IB that the terror camps and
infrastructure in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) were destroyed

on May 7.
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o “The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet, headed by Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, approved Mr. Deka’s extension as the Director, Intelligence Bureau, for a period

of one year beyond June 30, 2025,” an order by the Personnel Ministry said.

FIHF AATAT & Teh T H gl T, “TTHAHA dA3g AN FT 37€T8TaT aren hiaae A
fagfaa afafa & 30 S 2025 & a1e v 9 1 3rafer & forw mda faders & &9 & sit 31

& hrerel & IR &l ASY & g1

Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet
train project hits milestone

[Pcs |
The bullet train corridor between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad has achieved a significant
construction milestone with the completion of
300 km of viaducts, the National High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited (NHSRCL) said on Tuesday.
“This achievement was marked by the launching
of a 40-metre-long full-span box girder near
Surat, Gujarat,” NHSRCL added. The project has
promoted the use of indigenously manufactured
equipment, such as straddle carriers, launching

gantries, bridge gantries, and girder transporters.

Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet train
project hits milestone
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The bullet train corridor between
Mumbai and Ahmedabad has achieved
a significant construction milestone
with the completion of 300 km of
viaducts, the National High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited (NHSRCL) said on
Tuesday.
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e “This achievement was marked by the launching of a 40-metre-long full-span box
girder near Surat, Gujarat,” NHSRCL added.
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The project has promoted the use of indigenously manufactured equipment, such as
straddle carriers, launching gantries, bridge gantries, and girder transporters.
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