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2. India’s Talks with Pakistan will be ‘Strictly Bilateral’,
says Jaishankar

HRA-UTfREare aradia ‘FE gfavair gefl, srerev o war

3. Is Bihar’s high replacement rate a consequence of
poverty?

FT AR Y oF TAaEn IoT-FU19eT &7 I 1 aRoma
g7

Temple tour

GS Paper I: A&C -

Traditional stride: Miss World 2025 contestants representing the Caribbean and American regions visit the Yadagirigutta Temple in Yadadri
Bhongir as part of a cultural tour on Thursday. A special puja was performed in their honour in the temple. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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Yadagirigutta Temple (Yadadri)
Tefdiereer #fe (TaT)

e The Sri Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy Temple, popularly known as Yadagirigutta or
Yadadri, is a revered Hindu temple situated on a hillock in the town of Yadagirigutta,
approximately 60 km from Hyderabad in the state of Telangana, India.

- ot et T TR ART, O AT & & agflieeer ar @erd Fer A g
ve gfafted fig ART Y S Aeiamen T & ¥ewrarg @ wamstar 60 fren#ie gx
Tefiiaeer @R & e grst W RAa gl

* Dedicated to Lord Narasimha, an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the temple holds immense
religious significance and is a prominent pilgrimage destination in the region.

- I§ AT srararer o) & sraan serare g F @AT § N &7 A s gqm
afie Aged duT ddraa & ¥ F IRy B

Mythological Origins
gifore eafr

» According to legend, the temple's origins trace back to the Treta Yuga, where a sage named
Yadarishi, son of the great sage Rishyasrunga and Santa Devi, performed penance in a cave
on this hill with the blessings of Lord Hanuman.

« HYT & AR, 58 HT T 3caf a1 Far A A el 8, STel @471 AR war
el & g IEH WA 37 ggTE F T A gefAET St F amfaie & quear v o

* Pleased with his devotion, Lord Narasimha appeared before him in five different forms:

o Jwala Narasimha,
o Gandabherunda Narasimha,
e Yogananda Narasimha,
e Ugra Narasimha,
e Lakshmi Narasimha.
o 3T HFT @ THeT BIFT, AT ARAT o 3o¢ U1 FF A g2 RE:
e Riz.
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Mahadayi river diversion: protests over
study claiming its limited impact on Goa

|GS Paper I: Rivers

Purnima Sah
MUMBAI

A protest has erupted in
Goa following the publica-
tion of a scientific paper on
Mahadayi river by the
CSIR- National Institute of
Oceanography (NIO), Goa
and the Indian National
Centre for Ocean Informa-
tion Services, Ministry of
Earth Sciences,
Hyderabad.

The legal dispute bet-
ween Karnataka and Goa
over the water-sharing
agreement arising from
Mahadayi river has lasted
over two decades. Despite
the Mahadayi Water Dis-
putes Tribunal’s (MWDT)

The dispute between Karnataka and Goa over the water sharing
pact from Mahadayi river has lasted over two decades. FILE PHOTO

order five years ago, the
matter remains an emo-
tional subject in both the
States.

The paper ‘The water
budget of the Mahadayi riv-
er and its implications for
the inter-State dispute’, pu-

blished in the Journal of
Earth System Sciences has
assessed the water budget
of the Mahadayi river by
using rainfall mapping and
rainfall run-off model to al-
low them to simulate the
discharge at any point

along the Mahadayi.

The paper says Karnata-
ka’s plans for diversion of
the river as approved by
the MWDT would not have
much impact on Goa.

The diversion from the
Kalasa tributary could
have “significant impact”
but its impact is restricted
to the northern part of the
Mhadei Wildlife Sanctuary
in Goa, it added.

Following the publica-
tion, members of the Mha-
dei Movement staged a
protest outside the NIO
complex near Goa’s Dona
Paula. Members of the Re-
volutionary Goans Party
(RGP) also voiced out their
concerns.

Mahadayi River Diversion: Protests Over Study Claiming Its
Limited Impact on Goa

HABICAY Tl AYSeT YT ITCAA & GId ! T AT A AT vk

* A protest erupted in Goa after the publication of a scientific paper on the Mahadayi river by
the CSIR-National Institute of Oceanography (NIO), Goa and the Indian National Centre for
Ocean Information Services, Ministry of Earth Sciences, Hyderabad.

- aT A AP 7 W AATAF AG TR 811 & oG WG & 81 IT| Ig oI AT &
HTHITEIHR- AT SEICIC AT AR (NIO) 3R HRAT Tedrr wo Faem dar Fr, gt
e FaTe, gewee canrT YefIa fona arm o
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* The legal dispute between Karnataka and Goa over the water-sharing agreement from the
Mahadayi river has lasted for over two decades.

- FeATea 3R MaT & T AGIEA AG) F TA-deaR F FHASANA FI ol FiefeA! fAa1G ¥ GUAF &
HOF gEIT A IR

* Despite the Mahadayi Water Disputes Tribunal’s (MWDT) order issued five years ago, the
issue remains an emotional subject in both states.

- gTeTTh AgTEAY STt faarg 3rf&rsvor (MWDT) o 9Ter a¥ el 311er TR fohar &, 6T oft I8 Areter
alell A2t 3 Th HTalcH 9T 571 37 &
» The paper titled ‘The Water Budget of the Mahadayi River and Its Implications for the

Inter-State Dispute’, published in the Journal of Earth System Sciences, assessed the water
budget using rainfall mapping and a rainfall run-off model.

« ‘HEIEAT Y T S Foie 3R FaTT A F v 9% v’ 2i$es arelr g o9 Journal of
Earth System Sciences # JehITRIcT g31T AT 3R ga# st AT 3R a9 T1-347 Alser 1 3TN
Y STel 9T ol HedTehe] [ehdT I1AT AT

* The study allowed simulation of discharge at any point along the Mahadayi river.

* 5 HEATA J AT ALY o fohalt ot fig o a1l & wrea 1 RAsgeera T g) T

» The paper stated that Karnataka’s diversion plans, as approved by the MWDT, would not
significantly impact Goa.

* SH oI H 5T I foh Fetfear T 3R A MWDT GaRT Fliga ser ANga) Y Jherar § Mar W) F15
CEREICE I REN

* However, the diversion from the Kalasa tributary could have a significant impact, but this
would be restricted to the northern part of the Mhadei Wildlife Sanctuary in Goa.

 Glellieh, Fel AT WTIH Aol § STel HISeT Sl HEAUT THTE 81 Hehell &, olfehel TG T el AT &
FEICE ToISIIT IHARTY h 36 HIT dh af AIfAd gor|

* Following the publication, members of the Mhadei Movement staged a protest outside the
NIO complex near Goa’s Dona Paula.

« SH I & YR Bl & 916, FEeE HiereleT & WEEAT o aMaT & ST Ir3aT & IrF & NIO
IREAT & sTeX faver yeele |

* Members of the Revolutionary Goans Party (RGP) also voiced concerns regarding the
findings.

- arege{Y Maew 9l (RGP) & Fewdt ¥ #1 3o forsehuii ol oany R egaret #1
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Mandovi River (Mahadayi/Mhadei)

AEd A8 (AREA/FERS)

o The Mandovi River, also known as Mahadayi or Mhadei, is a significant west-flowing river in
India, often referred to as the lifeline of Goa.

o AR Ak, A AFCN AT FWR_ES A7 F o ST AT 8, HRA HT Th 57 T
giRaearfger Aer g, o8 JFax Mar Y SHaa@T FHgl ST ¢

e The river originates from a cluster of 30 springs at Bhimgad in the Western Ghats of Belagavi
district, Karnataka.

o IE T FHeATeH & Jedmdl forer & gRTH ge F g siiwere & 30 Aat & 3cae=T g

« It flows through Karnataka, briefly touches Maharashtra, and then traverses Goa before
emptying into the Arabian Sea near Panaji.

« TG FHeAlEH H TEch g5 NS TAY & U AGRISE A T &, I M & gihT qorsit &
T 3RE PR A fAT &

Length and Catchment Area
aarg 3R Ferager aF

o Total length: 81 km
o 1 km in Maharashtra
o 35 km in Karnataka
o 45kmin Goa

o ol waTs: 81 fRa
o 1At AgRTSE A
o 35 fhst wdATch H
o 45 fRdY aar 7

o Catchment area: 2,032 km?
o 1,580 km2in Goa
o 375 kmz2in Karnataka
o 77 kmZ2in Maharashtra

o STIIGUT &17: 2,032 fF# R
o 1,580 fpdAR IMaT H
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o 375 PR Feesd F
o 77 f&#HR AGRISC HPlan The Unplanned

Major Tributaries
HET WgH I+ Al

e Mapusa River

« Valvanti River

o Khandepar River
e Bicholim River

e Assonora River

e Sinquerim River

« Mapusa el

. goqdr F7d

. WIW AGN

. fafew ad

o IFAART A&

. e ad
Confluence and Outflow
A AR yaE

o The Mandovi merges with the Zuari River at Cabo Aguada, forming the Mormugao Harbour,
a significant port in Goa.

o TSl AE FTET ST H AR AN A A §, FoTwd AR Fewong aoiar g, S
JNaT &1 Th Y@ Se39NE gl

Significant Waterfalls
YA STel9dlcd

e Dudhsagar Falls
o Located on the Mandovi River in Goa.
o Height: 310 meters (1,017 feet)
o One of India's tallest waterfalls.
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o Situated within the Bhagwan Mahaveer Sanctuary and Mollem National Park.
o TUUNR Seqdrd
o GT H AH A W &Y
3418 310 HieX (1,017 $re)
o HRA & FEH I FAyudl H § T

o HIA AGER 3IARTY 3N A TSET 3T & R FEual

e Vajrapoha Falls
o Located in the Belgaum district of Karnataka.
o Formed by the Mandovi River as it flows through the Western Ghats.

o TIUIGT TATITT
o hellee o dedmd!r forar & &ua|
o Wmﬁaﬁgéﬂﬁaaaqamﬁﬁa
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-India’s talks with Pakistan will be
‘strictly bllateral says Jaishankar

|GS Paper I: Mapping

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Thursday
reiterated that India’s con-
versation with Pakistan
will be conducted in a
“strictly bilateral” format.

Speaking to pressper-
sons after the launch of the
new embassy of Honduras
here, Mr. Jaishankar re-
ferred to the “national con-
sensus” on conducting dia-
logue with Pakistan saying
that there has been “abso-
lutely” no change in that
consensus. The remarks
from Mr. Jaishankar came
as U.S. President Donald
Trump once again spoke
about the role that he
played in bringing the lat-
est India-Pakistan conflict
to a pause.

“To me things are fairly
clear. Let me take this op-

Minister S. Jalshankar W|th Honduran Foreign Minister Enrique
Reina during the inauguration of the Embassy of Honduras. pTi

portunity to spell out our
position. Where Pakistan is
concerned, our — relations
— dealings with them will
be bilateral and strictly bi-
lateral — that is a national
consensus for many years
and there is absolutely no
change in that consensus
that dealings with Pakistan
will be bilateral,” said Mr.
Jaishankar speaking to

presspersons. He clarified
that talks with Pakistan will
be on India’s concerns
about Pakistan-based ter-
ror outfits.

“The Prime Minister
made it very clear that the
only talk with Pakistan will
be on terror. Pakistan has a
list of terrorists who need
to be handed over. They
have to shut down the ter-

rorist infrastructure. They
know what to do. We are
prepared to discuss with
them what needs to be
done on terrorism,” said
Mr. Jaishankar arguing,
“Those are the talks that
are feasible.”

Mr. Jaishankar’s em-
phatic remarks on the “bi-
lateral framework” regard-
ing Pakistan came even as
President Trump, who is
on a tour of the Gulf, re-
ferred to his reported role
in bringing the Operation
Sindoor to a pause. “I sure
as hell helped settle the
problem between Pakistan
and India last week which
was getting more and more
hostile and all of a sudden,
we started seeing missiles
of a different type and we
got it settled,” he said while
addressing U.S. troops sta-
tioned at the Al-Udaid air-
base in Qatar.

India’s Talks with Pakistan will be ‘Strictly Bilateral’, says
Jaishankar

HRA-aTfhEdrs aradia ‘b glavafiar gieft, st #ar

- External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on Thursday reiterated that
India’s talks with Pakistan will be conducted in a “strictly bilateral”
manner.

» farger 7t TH. STHAER A FAR FY QAT fF AR 3R wfFEae & i
aradia " Rrb gRgafa v 7 § it sreef

» Speaking to journalists after the launch of the new embassy of Honduras, Mr. Jaishankar
referred to the “national consensus” on dialogue with Pakistan and said there has been
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“absolutely” no change in that position.

* BIgTH & T 1A o 3ET1CH & §1G TAHRT T ST HI G, AT STYRAHT 7 AREdTeT & A1 ATt
T TS WA T Sl T 3R et foh 50 Teufa & " fegper ot aqara adi smar g |

* His remarks came after U.S. President Donald Trump claimed that he had played a role in
pausing the recent India-Pakistan conflict.

« 3o J T W AT 3T o1 HARFY Tsgufer skres €q o giiorar HRa-uifears et :
At A 3191 AT A1 grar famam |

* “To me things are fairly clear. Let me spell out our position. Where Pakistan is concerned, our
relations and dealings will be bilateral and strictly bilateral — that is a national consensus for
many years, and there is absolutely no change in that,” said Mr. Jaishankar.

« "R T g a1 foghel Tuse &1 # gAY AT Y T el AT6 el §| Afehedlet & Hest &,
FAN Hatr 3R AT gfawshr s Rk gfawsfir g - g avf & asdrr weafar @ & ik sue
FE I ABl §," AT STARIHT A gl

* He clarified that the talks will only address India’s concerns about Pakistan-based terror
outfits.

« 3ogiel Tase fRAT foF ardT Shaeh ¥R T 37 a3t o gl 3 aifreare Rya sndward: @rser
GECEIR

* “The Prime Minister made it very clear that the only talk with Pakistan will be on terrorism.
Pakistan has a list of terrorists who must be handed over. They must shut down terrorist
infrastructure. They know what needs to be done. We are prepared to talk only on terrorism-
related matters,” Mr. Jaishankar said.

* "TUTTFA o TG TISC Y AT & o AIihEet & hofel HTeisharg TR & ST G| Aieheciet & 91
ITAwarieAl i gt g fSiee A1 ST AGT| 3¢ HTeAhY STAT 9 HIEAT GIaNT| 3¢ Tl © AT el
€1 6 shael ATcishale & 3T qTal T T & fAT IR 8," A ST o hg|

» He emphasized that those are the only feasible talks that can happen.

« Seglel ST ST T [ gl T&) aTaTd GHT ¢

* Mr. Jaishankar’s strong statements on the bilateral framework with Pakistan came even as
President Trump, while visiting the Gulf region, claimed he helped in ending Operation
Sindoor.

» TTfREATST & AT gfaaafiar are o) AT SR & 3 3 TA d 31T STd Aseufa e, i @rsh &
& SR W &, 7 78 grar faar o 3egiar 3itavers RigY 1 Uohet 7 HAcg A
» Trump said, “I sure as hell helped settle the problem between Pakistan and India last week,

which was getting more hostile, and suddenly we started seeing missiles of a different type,
and we got it settled.”

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagelo



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

Pathshala

www.patriotici

'

fpatriotic [

-

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

DPATRIOTICIAS

- $9 7 g, "Hel TAREd w7 & ol Gecig wifereant 3 e & i< §HEa1 1 olste! & HAeg
&1, 3 3w 337 81 ST W A, 3R 3T g e vER i AT Tor 3 o6, R geEa
S48 gersmar|”

* He made these comments while addressing U.S. troops stationed at the Al-Udaid airbase in

Qatar.

-ﬁﬁﬁmﬁm#m—ﬁwﬁvwmmﬂﬁﬁﬁé@ﬁamﬁyﬁl

e —

Saswata
Ghosh

Associate
Professor at the
Institute of
Development
Studies, Kolkata

T

Economist and
activist

Is Bihar'’s high replacement rate a consequence of poverty?

5 Paper | Sociel

PARLEY

ccording to the Sample Registration
A System report for 2021 released by the

Registrar General of India on May 7,

the Total Fertility Rate (TFR), which is
the average number of children that a woman is
expected to have in her childbearing years, in
India was 2.0 in 2021, the same as in 2020. While
Delhi and West Bengal reported the lowest TFR
of 1.4, Bihar reported the highest at 3.0. Is
Bihar’s high replacement rate a consequence of
poverty? Saswata Ghosh and Prasenjit Bose
discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Shiv Sahay Singh. Edited
excerpts:

What does a TFR rate of 3.0 mean for Bihar?
Does it have any association with poverty?

Saswata Ghosh: The TFR has hovered around
3.0 for the last 67 years in Bihar. According to
the Expert Committee on Population Projection,
Bihar will achieve the replacement level of
fertility (2.1) only in in 2039. Bihar is the only
laggard State in terms of the fertility transition.
Bihar's infant mortality rate has actually
declined and stands at 27 per 1,000 live births
from 42 in the past. Ol.her indicators such as
women'’s have imp
as well, but the State’s TFR remains high. High
‘TFR has some linkage with poverty. But poverty
is not the only reason for it. In Bihar, thes
culture of high fertility. As per calculations
of unique level data of the National Family
Health Survey of 2019-21, across the country,
67% of women said that the ideal number of
children for them is two, whereas in Bihar, only
49.6% of women said so.

a
made

There are a number of government reports,
including NITI ’s Multidimensi

Poverty Index, which state that poverty in
Bihar is also declining. But despite the
improvement in the poverty rate, the
fertility rate in Bihar continues to be high.

Prasenjit Bose: These are complex
socio-economic questions and the
multi-dimensional poverty estimates themselves
are far from perfect. | agree with Saswata that
cultural factors have an important causality in
determining fertility rates. But [ would also like
to add that there are other economic factors in
terms of urbanisation, employment
opportunities, and livelihood opportunities,
which are not really captured by the MDP
(multidimensional poverty) estimates.
‘Therefore, 1 would not read much into this
divergence between TFR and MDP. It could be
over simplistic in understanding a complex

Awoman with her children in Patna RANJEET KUMAR

phenomenon. Ultimately both the estimates are
moving in the same direction — poverty is
coming down and so is the TFR.

The SRS figures make a distinction between
urban and rural TFR. Across the country, the
urban TFR is 1.6 and the rural TFR is 2.2. Is
there a wide gap between the TFR in the
urban areas of Bihar, which stands at 2.3, and
in the rural areas, pegged at 3.1?

SG: If we see the gap between the TFR of rural
areas and urban areas across the country, it is
0.6 percentage points, whereas in Bihar, the gap
is 0.8 points. There isn't a big
between 0.6 and 0.8. But what is startling is that
the all-India urban TFR is 1.6, while in Bihar it is
2.3. That i puzzling. Why is the TFR so high in
urban areas, where the affluent and educated
sections of society live? Why is it above the
replacement level of fertility?

The demographer Ansley J. Coale had said
that human fertility behaviour is a ‘calculus of
conscious choice’. So if the fertility rate is higher
than elsewhere, it is because of the conscious
choice of the people. Even if the infant mortality
rate has declined and there is higher use of
contraception, if the fertility in urban areas
continues to remain high, it is a conscious
choice. Until and unless the people think that
low fertility size is actually beneficial for them,
the TFR will continue to be high in Bihar.

Do factors such as a preference for sons, the
State being prlmarlly an dgn icultural
and having small

female workforce aﬂect the TFR?

PB: Yes, significantly. In fact, poverty and lack of

livelihood and income opportunities have a
huge impact on cultural choices, including the
number of children people have. Poor people

Poverty and lack of livelihood and income
opportunities have a huge impact on cultural
choices, including the number of children
people have. Poor people tend to have a
cultural preference not only for sons, but for
more children. They want more labour,
which will lead to more income.

PRASENJIT BOSE

tend to have a cultural preference not only for
sons, but for more children. They want more
labour, which will lead to more income. Poverty
has been the reason why the fertility rate has
historically been high everywhere. Cultural
choices are intricately linked to the process of
social and economic development. But in the
case of Bihar, I would specifically point to a few
economic factors. Despite being large, Bihar is
among the least industrialised States. There is
surplus labour and migration, which are related
to the question of very high degrees of illiteracy
and a dysfunctional primary education system.

The literacy rate in Bihar, particularly the
female literacy rate, remains low. In the 2011
Census, female literacy was about 53%. Is
there a direct correlation between female
literacy and TFR or fertility?

$G: Women are getting educated more and
more, Several programmes in this regard are
being i by the State go

Many of these women are first-generation
learners. But they have low employability and
their exposure to the outside world is limited.
‘They have lower bargaining power and
autonomy in the family, and social mobility. In
our study, based on a primary survey of 2,250
women in six districts in Bihar, we found that
women in the reproductive age group of 15-49
years were not allowed to directly interact with
ASHA workers. These interactions were
restricted by their mother-in-laws.

We have empirical evidence now that certain
States in the north have a high fertility rate
while the fertility rate is declining in the
south. Where does this lead us to,
particularly in the political context, with the
question of delimitation looming large?

PB: I don't think that this problem should be
discussed only in the context of Bihar, but also
other States in what we call the Hindi heartland
- Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and
Rajasthan. These States now account for a
disproportionately large share of the country’s
overall population. We have a system of
representative democracy where ‘one person,
one vote, one value’ is a basic principle. As the
delimitation debate opens up, which is likely to
happen only after the next Census, we will come
across a hugely disproportionate si ze nf

polmed out (hal if we

'y and Assembly
across the north aud the south. We will come

fertility rate will go down. He has

across ies in States

many schemes for girl students, including
providing bicycles for them. There is a positive
correlation not only between education and
TFR, but also between household affluence and
higher educational attainment. Upper caste and
somewhat affluent households generally send at
least one son for higher education to better off
regions. However, in affluent and landed
households in rural areas, the parents prefer at
least one son to stay back with them to take care
of their property and support them. So, families
ideally prefer two sons. If we look at the data
more carefully, we will find that among those
‘who say the ideal number of children is three,
88.2% want two sons. However, since the
probability of having two sons successively is

1% according to a paper by Clark

lies ultimately

end up with a large family size.

Professor Ghosh, in one of your papers, you
had pointed out how mother-in-laws act as
between f

age and ASHA workers who visit them during
pregnancy. Can you shed more light on this?

with a high TFR wnh a disproportionately large
number of people (25 lakh to 30 lakh voters)
being represented by a single MP, whereas the
case will be different in States where the TFR is
already low or is showing a falling trend. The
question is whether they (the States with
low/declining TFR) are going to pay the price for
bringing down the TFR rate. Will they get
rewarded or punished for social and economic
progress and policy successes? Because the
allocation of resources by the hnance

Commission is based on the size.
‘The onus is on policymakers to bring about
some course correction and bring in a
convergent trend. If the divergent trend
(between States with a high TFR and low TFR)
continues, we are looking at a disaster which
could pose serious questions for our democracy.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
wwnw.thehindu.com

Is Bihar’s high replacement rate a consequence of poverty?

1 faER $Y 31UF FTTHEAT T F A9 & I &7 IRom 32
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Meaning and Implications of Bihar’s TFR

fa@R &Y T oreTeT X (TFR) F7 3¢ 3K worma

* The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in India was 2.0 in 2021, the same as in
2020.

* AR # Fel Fofetel & (TFR) 2021 & 2.0 oY, S fF 2020 & waAwaTr &

* Delhi and West Bengal reported the lowest TFR at 1.4, while Bihar had the highest TFR at
3.0.

o faeel 3R afRTH 9 Y TFR 98 &7 1.4 ), 9T fagR & a9@ 3@+ TFR 3.0 W

* Bihar's TFR has been around 3.0 for the last 6-7 years.
- e 6-7 a9t & f9gR Y TFR o7e1e1 3.0 =71 €S &

» The Expert Committee on Population Projection estimates that Bihar will reach
replacement level (2.1) only by 2039.

» STAEEAT Faor 9 fardrwsr wiAf 1 3gAre § o feR shaer 2039 de &1 g T (2.1)
o ag |

* Bihar is the only laggard state in terms of fertility transition.

« YSTeTel WHHATT & ATH H AR AT RosT TsT &

Link between Poverty and Fertility

Y 31T GoreAeT & ofiwr gaer

* Bihar’'s infant mortality rate has dropped to 27 per 1,000 live births, down from 42 earlier.

« TaER T e Feg aT g 42 Y, S Tea 27 wfr 1,000 shfaa e 81 9715

*» Women’s educational attainment in Bihar has improved, but TFR remains high.

- TS 3 Afgem3it i RuaTr TR A FUR g3 &, AfheT TFR e 3 32T = gS &

* Poverty contributes to high TFR, but it is not the only reason.

« INST TER 311 &1 FT FROT &, ifhe] T8 THA FRUT AR ¢ |

* In Bihar, there is a culture of high fertility.

- TR 7 31 T=at & Wawr (§FpTa) Tafad g

* NFHS 2019-21 data shows that 67% women nationally prefer two children, but only 49.6%
in Bihar agree with this.

» NFHS 2019-21 & 37J8R, SRR # 67% HATFATT & gl &l 37Tee] ATl ¢, Sidich [9eR H Jg
37ThaT hadl 49.6% gl
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Poverty Data vs Fertility Rate
&Y & HTHS FATH TSIl &3

* Reports like NITI Aayog’s Multidimensional Poverty Index (MDP) show that poverty in
Bihar is declining.

- A 3T & sgamarh e gaEF (MDP) S RO feara & i Rer # arfidh e @ &1

» Despite the decline in poverty, the TFR remains high in Bihar.

» TN A Frae & srasyg, f9ER A TFR it o=t g§ 1

Complex Socio-Economic Factors

Sfee aAToS-3n s FRE

* MDP estimates are not perfect, and the fertility issue involves complex socio-economic
causes.

* MDP & 313 quf 181 §, 3R Fofelel & T ATHe STfee AHATTIS-3mie FRO & 3T 8|

* Cultural factors are important, but so are urbanisation, employment, and livelihood
opportunities, which MDP may not capture.

* HIEcIeh HRUT HAgea Ul 8, olfehat AFLHIOT, AR, HR SAfHT F 3w ol AR @ 8, oiee
MDP =Tgr g2iT are|

* Both indicators — poverty and TFR — are moving downward, even if at different rates.

« I 3R TER, 1 Gahdeh ge W@ &, Hol &Y 3rel9T 1fa & u¢ B &l

Urban-Rural TFR Gap in Bihar
faerR & eagdi-areior TFR &7 3R

* Nationwide, urban TFR is 1.6 and rural TFR is 2.2.
« X &2 7 @ TFR 1.6 3R amefior TFR 2.2 B

* In Bihar, urban TFR is 2.3 and rural TFR is 3.1 — a gap of 0.8 percentage points.
- R & gl TFR 2.3 3R amefior TFR 3.1 § — I8 0.8 9faerd 3% &7 3R g

* This rural-urban gap in Bihar (0.8) is not significantly different from the national gap (0.6).

-%mﬁo.sa:rmw-argﬁmmaim(o.s)@ra—g'aamraﬁ%l

* However, urban TFR of 2.3 in Bihar is much higher than the national urban average of
1.6, which is puzzling.

« gTelifeh, [9gR & agdt TFR 2.3 §, St TS 2rgdY 3itad 1.6 & &1y 31f8rs 8, 5 Riarees g

» Urban areas are typically more affluent and educated, yet Bihar’'s urban TFR is above the
replacement level (2.1).
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« BT &1 AR I woey 3R ffdra gia &, e ot g & el TFR g:r:;%rm:rm(z.l)ﬁ
FR G

Conscious Choice and Fertility

T d [JFeq 3T gsidT &T

* Demographer Ansley J. Coale argued that fertility is a result of conscious choice.

« TAAITETHITAG THel! . FIA & ITHR, Yolelel Tah Fad faswhed w1 IR gar |

« If TFR is high despite declining infant mortality and increased contraception use, it
indicates a deliberate preference for more children.

- 7 R 7Y & e 3N ifRIuF 37T 967 & SasE TFR 310 §, ot I8 arfes aeai #
| I STl B

* Unless people believe that smaller families are beneficial, TFR will remain high in Bihar.

* 9 deh 9T IE A8T AT fh B IRGR AeEa® &, a9 doh [9gR & TFR 3= =) @Y

Factors Influencing TFR in Bihar

faER & For ToaTeT X (TFR) Y WfAd F3at a1l FRSH

* Poverty, lack of livelihood, and income opportunities have a huge impact on cultural
choices, including the number of children people have.

« ¥, VST 3R T & TR bl Al T AR Aol o 77 Feira g5 &, TS st
& goal Y wEar o enfAer g

* Poor people often have a cultural preference for more children, especially sons, as they want
more labour to increase income.

« TS AT FTHIT: HOF Toat, AT ae, 1 96 F & F9iF I H0F sAadT ged &
S e 31 9% I |

« Historically, high fertility rate has been associated with poverty across regions.

« UAETRAS T ¥ 3T Yolelel &1 i I & FST AT &

* In Bihar, some specific economic factors also play a role — it is one of the least
industrialised States with surplus labour and high migration.

- R 7 To faflrse anfdie wror 87 § — 75 IR & Fa sitg@hga usl 7 @ U § SRt
FfaRera saee 3R 3 yaw glar gl

* There is a connection between migration, illiteracy, and a dysfunctional primary education
system.

o yary, 3. 3T rTHTEY TrafAE eI gorrelt & S 3799 & 999 ¢

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page14



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

+ According to the 2011 Census, female literacy in Bihar was around 53%.
* 2011 Y STTIVTAT & AR, R 7 Al ATGTEAT ST 918797 53% Y|

Female Education and Fertility Rate

AfgaT f8T 3R yoaa X

* Bihar CM Nitish Kumar has stressed that educating women helps in lowering the fertility
rate.

- T9ER & HEgwE Aidier FAR A IR-TR Fe1 ¢ o Afgensit v e & vorater g7 & Hl v g |

» Schemes like bicycles for girl students have been announced to promote education.

- T3fHaT Y wrfFer & SiEl ASTATC fET Y Ferar 2 & folv & v a1 g

» There is a positive correlation between education, TFR, household affluence, and higher
educational attainment.

- frem, TFR, e W9=a1e, 31 37 Ya1fors swafewat & o wFRens gav g

« In affluent rural households, one son is often expected to stay back to manage family
property, so families ideally want two sons.

« ey ATHAT IRERT H Toh 97 AR R IREReE Fufe c@= & fav o8 o &1 8, safav
RaR GTAI: &Y 3 T ST W@ ¥

» Among families preferring three children, around 88.2% want two sons.

« e ==t Fr =g I@ arel IRART 7 TR 88.2% AT &Y Fek Hr ST WA &

* However, the probability of having two sons successively is only 26.4% (as per Clark,
2000), which leads to larger family sizes.

 ETclifeh ST &Y At & ST shT WHTEAT shaol 26.4% g (Clark, 2000 & 3J8R), o ad aRar &t
HTHR 3T &1 AT &

Mother-in-laws as Mediators in Reproductive Decisions

YSteTel feI0TaT 3 W T ${fAaT

» Though women are becoming more educated, many are first-generation learners with low
employability and limited exposure to the outside world.

- gTeiifer Al 31T i e &Y W &, o 3rfremier gelt fidr i Rrameff § S Asom
g 31 e g ¥ s T

* These women have low bargaining power, limited autonomy, and restricted social
mobility.

« 3T ATGETHT T T Y AThd, Faaad, 3R TS afeeiierdar dfFd g gl
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* A study in six districts of Bihar involving 2,250 women (age 15-49) showed that many were
not allowed to directly interact with ASHA workers; interactions were often mediated by
mother-in-laws.

- T9ER & &g forail 7 2,250 ATt (3ry 15-49) TR MRS Ueh 3reaq3=T H 91471 71207 fobh 3
AfG3iT =l € ASHA Friwatat & ara F¥e Y gt 781 o, T ST e § & ATeqH
& grar &

Fertility and Political Consequences (Delimitation Debate)

yotelel X 3R TaAifas verg (HHATwT ag9)

« States like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan have high fertility rates
and thus form a disproportionately large share of India's total population.

- [ER, 3 g, AET Rw, 3R ASTEYTT S Tl T otetol X 3 &, 5aqd & 9 ¥ Fer
FAHEAT F T & HAF Ry W €1

* India follows representative democracy based on'one person, one vote, one value'
principle.

- TR 7 yfafafer dwds ¥ 5 v A, v ale, vE Hew Rgyid W 3mRd gl

» With delimitation likely after the next Census, there will be a huge gap in the size of
parliamentary and assembly constituencies between high TFR states and low TFR states.

* 37Tl STAIMOTAT & d1c GTTad WATHRT & Told, 3= TFR 3 A& TER T Tt & G984 3R
fremeaws &Y & 3TPR H 37 3R 3@t F1 fAe=m|

* In high TFR states, one MP may represent 25-30 lakh voters, whereas in low TFR states, the
population per MP will be much less.

« 3T TFR aTel TAT & Teh TTES i 25-30 AT@ AJSTAIT T Yfafa e 31T IS ohdT §, STafeh
7T TFR T & I8 G&IT FH g1

» There is a concern whether progressive states with low TFR will be penalised for their
success in population control and development.

- R & T Far yerfarelier Tt i 3o7ehT siaraean faa=or 3R A & awedr & fov &fza fmar
SITEa|

* Finance Commission's resource allocation is also based on population size, which may
disadvantage low TFR states.

« {3 AT T GETAT T TdeT ) FTAWEIAT ATHR I 3R glar &, TF9d A7 TFR arol
AT T T 81 Hehell ¢ |

* Policymakers need to ensure a convergent trend across states, else this divergence may
lead to democratic instability.
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« e TAATAT3T T 75 FIATE AT G191 o T o el Teh T wgfer g1, 781 ot T8
RAfe=Tar deda & fAT e 57 FohaT 2l

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Put Pakistan's Nuclear Arsenal Under Watch: India

qIfShEcTeT & GTATI] AFATIR A fAIRTEA Y AT R

2. T.N. CM slams Presidential Reference to top court on
timeline to act on State Bills

afAereTs FETeE & Ts st W Frars F g H
oY ISgaf T FHIA FIC F AT 75 RABIRET $Y Jreitaam $r

3. Experts debate if Reference is a ploy to bypass judicial
review

faw=AT & 989 5 741 7T ~a1R& gHlen @ 99 fr v

a8

4. No Radiation Leak from Any Nuclear Facility in Pakistan:
IAEA

qifdhearer @ fRet oft awaToy glaer & 1§ f&afFor Rame @
IAEA

5. Talks on Indus Waters Treaty May Restart
e STer |t oX aret R & e gt Il @

6. Postponement of Credentials Ceremony for New Turkish
Ambassador

AT Jh! Telgd F T H3Raer gare wufa

7. Jaishankar speaks with Taliban’s Acting Foreign
Minister

STYAFT o AT &F FRIdES Qe AN A dra<d v

Page17
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8. New Beginning
TT 3T

9. The yearly ‘thank you’ to nurses is not enough
TaT S ATATAT ‘Uegare’ T gIToed 1eT §

10. Right to Digital Access under Article 21
HeTede 21 & 3 fB3foree ugw &1 IfwR

11. Should NOTA be included in all elections
compulsorily?

FAT NOTA FY waft Ferral # srforard v & anforer fora sa
qIfge?

12. Account Aggregators: Blueprint for Consent
Managers under the DPDP Act

GTdT e Bioed safdaera ser @waror sffawes (DPDP)
& ded TgATd Yaes! & foT @rer

13. Belgium Parliament Votes to Ditch Nuclear Power
Phase-Out

AfCSTI T THG o TATY] FalT Y FHTCT Ha1 HT TToTelT I
g far

14. Harvard Discovers Its Stained, Faded Document Is
Magna Carta from 1300

§T4S Y TdT Tl T SHHT el 3R TRER gFarasr 1300 FH
HeAT FreT g
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Put Pak. nuclear arsenal under watch: India

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh cites concerns
over the ‘irresponsible’ conduct of Pakistan

S Paper |I: India-Pakistan

Peerzada Ashi
SRINAGAR

n his first visit to
0Jammu and Kash-
mir following the

launch of Operation Sin-
door, Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh on Thursday
questioned the security of
Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal
and called for its supervi-
sion by the International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), citing concerns ov-
er what he described as “ir-
responsible” conduct by
the neighbouring country.

Addressing soldiers at
the Badami Bagh Canton-
ment in Srinagar, Mr. Singh
said, “We will never yield
to nuclear blackmail. Pa-
kistan’s reckless nuclear
threats have not deterred
India’s resolve to eliminate
terrorism. I ask the global
community — are nuclear
weapons safe in the hands
of such an irresponsible
and rogue nation? These

weapons must come under
IAEA supervision.”

The Minister reaffirmed
India’s evolving stance on
national ~ security and
counter-terrorism, credit-
ing Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi with redefining
the country’s policy frame-
work. “Any attack on In-
dian soil is no longer
viewed as an isolated act of
violence — it is treated as
an act of war,” he said.

Mr. Singh described Op-
eration Sindoor as the “lar-
gest and most decisive ac-
tion against terrorism in
Indian history”. Referring
to the Pahalgam terror at-
tack, he added that the of-
fensive was not only about
retribution but also about
asserting India’s commit-
ment to proactive defence.
“Terrorists targeted In-
dians based on their ‘dhar-
ma’; we targeted them
based on their ‘karma’. It
was our dharma to elimi-
nate them,” he said.

He questions the security of nuclear arsenal and
calls for its supervision by the global watchdog

High morale: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh meets troops at
Badami Bagh Cantonment in Srinagar on Thursday. pTi

He asserted that the op-
eration had sent an “un-
mistakable message” to
terrorist outfits and their
handlers across the bor-
der.

“Our forces have de-
monstrated precise target-
ing capabilities, and the
task of counting casualties

is now left to the enemy,”
he said.

Indigenous capability

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s push for indigenous
defence capability, the Mi-
nister noted that modern
arms, missile systems,
drones, and communica-

Probe nuclear ‘black

ISLAMABAD

Responding to Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh’s
remarks on its arsenal,
Pakistan on Thursday
called for an investigation
into a nuclear “black
market” in India. “The
International Atomic
Energy Agency should be

tion networks were being
rapidly developed domes-
tically. “With enhanced lo-
gistical connectivity across
the Line of Control and
Line of Actual Control, our
forces are better prepared
than ever before,” he said.

Reiterating India’s long-
standing position on dia-

worried about the
repeated illicit trafficking
incidents involving
radioactive material in
India,” Pakistan’s Foreign
Ministry claimed in a
statement, adding that the
incidents “suggest the
existence of a black
market for sensitive,
dual-use materials inside
India”.

logue with Pakistan, he
said, “Talks and terrorism
cannot go hand in hand. If
there are to be talks, they
will focus solely on terro-
rism and Pakistan-Occu-
pied Kashmir.”

He also referred to Pa-
kistan’s previous commit-
ments, including one

Put Pakistan's Nuclear Arsenal Under Watch: India

qTfShEaTeT & ITATI] AFATMR A fATRTeA Y AT 9T

- Defence Minister Rajnath Singh questioned the security of
Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal during his visit to Jammu and Kashmir.

* T&T1 73l TTeAry T & o1 3R AR % R & ehret wifsheare & 9wy

EARIR Y FI&TT I AT 31T

He underscores India’s resolve to fight terrorism
and lauds armed forces for Operation Sindoor

made over two decades
ago during the tenure of
former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, promising
to stop exporting terror.
“Pakistan has deceived us
consistently. It must dis-
mantle terrorist infrastruc-
ture and ensure its territo-
ry is not used against
India,” he said.

In his address, Mr. Singh
extended appreciation to
the people of J&K for their
resilience in the face of ter-
rorism. “I salute the cour-
age of the people of this re-
gion, who have withstood
the scourge of terror with
fortitude,” he said. Accom-
panying the Defence Minis-
ter during the visit were
J&K Lieutenant-Governor
Manoj Sinha, Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah, Chief
of the Army Staff General
Upendra Dwivedi, and oth-
er senior officials.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGE 5

* He called for global supervision of Pakistan’s nuclear weapons by the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), citing Pakistan's “irresponsible” conduct.

* Ioglel AIRREAT o " I-FHFAGRIAT SHagR" 7 Tell & §V, AT GATY] JrofT Tiely
(IAEA) & HTiehETel & 9XATY] BTN hr 3w faerredt v #mer 1|

* He made the statement while addressing soldiers at the Badami Bagh Cantonment in

Srinagar.

-ﬁﬁwm%#ﬂmmﬁtﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁwmg%m

* He declared that India would not yield to any “nuclear blackmail” from Pakistan.

* Segiel oheT foh 8T Tohaly off " GRATO] SAhAS" & TS 78T SehaT|
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* He asked the global community if such dangerous weapons were safe in the hands of a
“rogue nation”.

+ 3ogiel dfRaeh FHETT @ FaTe fohar foh 7 e WeRkeATeh &fATR Teh "goe Isg” & grt A gefara
g2

* Singh emphasized that these weapons should come under the IAEA’s supervision.

- g o IR AT gl Toh o7 gTAART T IAEA Y fAIRTEt 37 I S anfg @l

India’s Policy on Terrorism and Security
HI Y ATcishare I GRaT W Ay

* The Defence Minister reaffirmed India’s evolving stance on national security and
counter-terrorism.

* 8T FAY o TSET ATl 3R 3Teiehae A AT 0 61 i qgerdt g6 et Qe

* He credited Prime Minister Narendra Modi for redefining India's security framework.

» Seglel $TRCT T GI&TT IUTAI T T & ARHTIVT el T AT FeTTHHAT a3 A 1 ferm|

* He stated that any attack on Indian soil is now treated as an act of war, not as an
isolated incident.

« 3ogiel gl fob A T €l 9T TohaT aTT IS S GHAT 319 halol Ueh Ul HEaT o1el, Siosh JGH
&Y FHTIAATE ATAT AT ¢

Operation Sindoor: India’s Offensive Against Terrorism
T Ry #Ra Y 3aware & fEars FRars

* Rajnath Singh described Operation Sindoor as the “largest and most decisive action
against terrorism in Indian history.”

- Tofery &g & iavereT fAqy 1 1R & sfderd # @@ 737 3R A srawar R
IHATET FATT|

* Referring to the Pahalgam terror attack, he said the offensive was not just about
retaliation, but also about demonstrating proactive defence.

* TGN JATceharal gHe T fSsh Xl §U 3egiel el o Tg 3T R qget 1 Far =7,
STodh ThT &I FI AT T griTeT arer A7)

* He said terrorists targeted Indians based on their ‘dharma’, and India targeted them
based on their ‘karma’.

« 3751 gl o Tderarfedt & HRARIT &Y 3a7ah ‘el & TR W) AT 73T, 3K AR o 3%
3 ‘FH’ H HTUR W Sae |
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* He emphasized it was India’s dharma to eliminate terrorists.

* 37gieT SIR GahT el foh JThaTiedt I THATCT AT IR T € AT

* Singh claimed the operation had sent an “unmistakable message” to terrorist groups
and their handlers across the border.

- FOE o g7 o 38 AT o WAT IR & TdhY Farsa1 3T I8 GAYF] 1 Teh TS G2 fear
gl

* He highlighted the armed forces’ capability for precise targeting, saying that the task of
counting casualties is now “left to the enemy”.

-ﬁﬁﬂaﬁaﬁﬁmmmwahmﬁwmw?m%mmﬁ
farerelt qearer Y oAerr &

Indigenous Capability and National Security Stance

Faeelt &1AdT R TSET AT TW

« Highlighting the government’s push for indigenous defence capability, the Defence Minister
stated that modern arms, missile systems, drones, and communication networks are being
rapidly developed within the country.

* T8I FAY & TR BT Faereft TR &TACT 1 SIgTaT &1 1 91 I §U e fob G2 & amegfereh AR,
fAaTger Rwed, 319 3 FaR Aead I 3 i fFe o @ &

» He added that with enhanced logistical connectivity across the Line of Control (LoC) and
Line of Actual Control (LAC), Indian forces are better prepared than ever before.

« 3egiot gt T fAF=or ¥@T (LoC) 3R areafa® fad=or {@T (LAC) R difaffes AU & sea &
HRAT AT Igel ¥ el 95 IR g

Dialogue with Pakistan

qIfFEdTe @ ardT W 39

* Reiterating India’s longstanding position, the Minister stated that “Talks and terrorism
cannot go hand in hand.”

-wﬁﬁmﬁﬁmwmﬁﬁmﬁgﬁﬁw%“mmmm&m
el I Ghd|”

* He asserted that if any talks were to happen with Pakistan, they would focus only on terrorism
and Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir (PoK).

* 3ogie SR &Y e Toh 3R TTfehEcllel & IS aTdl glcl! &, oY T8 Shdol ATahars R TF-HfaFd
FHR (PoK) T dhiga gl
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Pakistan’s Past Commitments

afearer Y O sfargEraTe

» The Minister referred to Pakistan’s promises, including one made over two decades ago
during the tenure of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, to stop the export of
terrorism.

« HAT o qF werreraa aree gy arerdt & el & GNIeT &Y gUF uge fhT 7T aifhEar &
qTel T Seord R, fSae 31dware & faTd Y Aehet T aTer fhaT 1T 27|

» He accused Pakistan of consistently deceiving India and said it must dismantle terrorist
infrastructure and ensure its territory is not used against India.

-ﬁﬁqmawwﬁmmmﬁwmmﬁgum%wmaﬁﬁw
FHAT ANV 3R Ig AT el TS T foh SHDT STHIA T R & BT FEAAT 7 8T

Appreciation for the People of Jammu and Kashmir
STFH-FRHAR T ST T FEAT

* Mr. Singh appreciated the resilience of the people of Jammu and Kashmir in the face of
prolonged terrorism.

- A T8 & SIF-FHAR T ST o Tgarelierar hy TRIgAT A, fFeglel ofd THT F HTcishare HT
AT AT B |

* He said, “I salute the courage of the people of this region, who have withstood the scourge of
terror with fortitude.”

* Sgiel hegl, “H $H &1 T SToTdll oh HIGH T TeATH HAT §, [egial 3HTcieh & Yo i Siqdeh Tr
Bl

Accompanying Dignitaries

1Y # 39T VAT afFd

» Defence Minister Rajnath Singh was accompanied by J&K Lieutenant-Governor Manoj
Sinha, former Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi, and
other senior officials during his visit.

« T&TT FHA 1Ty FAE & WY 3e7eh AR 3 - FeAR & IS UTe Aettor FegT, 98 FEI#HA 377
3regedl, Aol QATETET SToiel 3Ug fAady 3R 37 alss srftrardy sufewa 3
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T.N. CM slams Presidential
Reference to top court on
timeline to act on State Bills

[GS Paper II: State Legislature |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI/CHENNAI

Strongly condemning a
Presidential Reference to
the Supreme Court under
Article 143 of the Constitu-
tion on the timeline im-
posed for Governors and
the President to act on
Bills, Tamil Nadu Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin on Thurs-
day said it was a desperate
attempt to weaken demo-
cratically elected State go-
vernments by placing
them under the control of
Governors  serving  as
agents of the Centre.

President Droupadi
Murmu, in a rare move,
had sought the opinion of
the  Supreme  Court
through a Presidential Re-
ference on Tuesday, on
whether the court can “im
pose” timelines and pre-
scribe the manner of con-
duct of Governors and the
President while dealing
with State Bills sent to
them for assent or re-
served for consideration.
Broadly, the Reference
asked if judicial orders can
dictate by what time and
how the President and Go-
vernors should function
under Articles 200 and 201
of the Constitution.

Mr. Stalin dubbed the
move as “an attempt to
subvert the Constitutional
position” settled by the top
court in the Tamil Nadu
case against the Governor
and other precedents.

The President’s move to
seek clarity arose from an
April 8 judgment of a
Bench of Justices J.B. Pardi-
wala and R. Mahadevan in
a petition filed by the Tamil
Nadu government chal-
lenging the Governor’s de-
lay in clearing 10 re-passed
Bills and his subsequent
action to reserve them for

Question of clarity

President Droupadi Murmu has sought clarity from the
Supreme Court on the ‘scope and contours’ of Article 142

Presidential

Reference: raised 14 questions,
Article which include:
143 of the

Constitution
empowers the
President to

timelines and

of exercise of

seek advice

from the powers by
Supreme Court Governors
on questions and the

of law or President
fact, present under Article
or future, 200, 201, re-
of public spectively?
importance

The President has

mCan SCimpose

dictate the manner

= Can deemed con-
sent to Bills be given
through a judicial
order?

= What are constitu-
tional options before
a Governor when
aBillis sent for
his assent. Is he
bound by the
aid and advice
of the Council of
Ministers?

consideration by the Presi-
dent.

The Reference asked
whether, in the absence of
any constitutionally pre-
scribed time limit for Go-
vernors and President,
time limits could be im-
posed and manner of exer-
cise of powers be pre-
scribed through judicial
orders. “Can the Constitu-
tional powers of the Presi-
dent/Governors be substi-
tuted by a judicial order
exercising Article 142? Is
Article 142 limited to mat-
ters of procedural law or
does it extend to issuing di-
rections contrary to or in-
consistent with existing
substantive or procedural
provisions of the Constitu-
tion?” it asked.

Indirectly questioning
the validity of the
“deemed” assent, the Refe-
rence has queried if a law
made by a State Legislature
could even “be considered
a law in force without the
assent of the Governor”.
“Are decisions of the Go-
vernor and the President
under Articles 200 and
201, respectively, justicia-
ble at a stage prior to even
the Bill in question becom-

ing a law?” it asked.

It said the “concept of
deemed assent” of the Pre-
sident and the Governor,
introduced in the judg-
ment, was alien to the con-
stitutional scheme.

The Reference has also
raised questions about a
two-judge Bench of the
court pronouncing judg-
ments on “substantial
questions of law... without
referring it to a minimum
five-judge Bench as pre-
scribed under Article 145
(3) of the Constitution.

The Reference further
asked the court to clarify
the constitutional options
before a Governor when a
Bill is presented to him un-
der Article 200. It raised
doubts as to whether the
“constitutional discretion”
of Governors and the Presi-
dent under Articles 200
and 201, respectively, was
even justiciable. “Is Article
361 of the Constitution [im-
munity given to President
and Governors from legal
action while in office] an
absolute bar to judicial re-
view in relation to the ac-
tions of a Governor under
Article 200?” the Presiden-
tial Reference sought.

T.N. CM slams Presidential
Reference to top court on
timeline to act on State Bills

dfrereg AEIHH & TsT
fRgTer W FRarg i
HHIHEAT Y AT TSI hr
goller I FY 6l 78 FAwTRer
Y ITeT=TeAT Y

- Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin strongly condemned the
Presidential Reference to the
Supreme Court under Article
143 of the Constitution
regarding the timeline imposed
for Governors and the
President to act on State Bills.

» afAereTg F FEgwE A,
FeTforeT & |fauTe ¥ 3rgedq 143
& dgd T3 fadge! W Tsarat
3R Trsgafa garT Fars
HAIHIAT ST AHT A HIE T
At 718 Tegafar Hr RAwrier Ay
&3l fer

« Stalin said it was a desperate attempt to
weaken democratically elected State
governments by placing them under the
control of Governors acting as agents of
the Centre.

« Tl o HgT T Tg Fg h Toc HF T H

FRT TSTITET & IF0T H ANFdiie 77 § FaRa TsF TER) S ey T T a1 T3 2|
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* President Droupadi Murmu, in a rare move, had referred the matter to the Supreme Court
on Tuesday seeking opinion under Article 143.

« Jrogafer GEl A 7 HAICAR HT Th Gol# FEHA 30T U Tg ATA H[oda 143 & T8 GUIA FIE
! foaR & forw s

» The reference asked if the court can impose timelines and prescribe conduct for
Governors and the President in dealing with State Bills sent for assent or reserved for
consideration.

- RawmTRer # o 71 T o samarera Toadrat 3R Ieguafa & fore aeasia RuiRe w5t aFar §
3R et iy At A1 faR 3 QRIS T@a &1 9ishar o &Y Hevel £72

* It broadly questioned whether judicial orders can dictate when and how the President and
Governors should act under Articles 200 and 201 of the Constitution.

* SH AT9eh &9 U Tg HalTel 3STT o -7 w1 &L HiAHT & Hefedq 200 3R 201 & dga
Teegia 3R ToaaTel! Y Fd 3 FA FR FEAT AMRT, Tg e Rd I oo &2

« Stalin described the move as an attempt to subvert the constitutional position already settled
by the Supreme Court in the Tamil Nadu Governor’s case and other precedents.

» T o 3 THEH 1 ATAAZ ATl o HIH 3R 3T ASRY 7 FofeT FIE gamr aa Y 7§
wdenfae fEfa F FASR FA HT IIH 4147

Background of the Presidential Reference

Trsgufa RAwier F1 geas@

» The President’s move came after the April 8 judgment by Justices J.B. Pardiwala and R.
Mahadevan, in a case filed by the Tamil Nadu government challenging the Governor’s delay
in clearing 10 re-passed Bills.

- Ig Tgufar Y 98 8 I i Farefl oF. &t IREaTan 31T AR, Ageas gan fev AT vt &
S 3TS, S ATAEATS FIHR SR SR ATt 7 AqqTer ganT 10 Go: aie frdri F & &
e ot

» The Governor had reserved the Bills for the President’s consideration, leading to the legal
dispute.

* TSATTST o 3o7 et Y Trsgafa & faramred gRigver 1@, Srad el faare SedeeT g3l

» The Reference asked if in the absence of constitutional time limits, courts can impose
timelines and prescribe the manner of exercising powers.

- FawIRer # gt 913 o 3R Wi 7 18 waadtaAr 781 § 18 7, O 1 ATy FHGHAT
faTRT T Tora § 3T afFaat & g Y ufihar oI T I &7
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* It questioned whether judicial orders under Article 142 could substitute the constitutional
powers of the President and Governors.

« SHH Ig YO 31T o T AHeqesda 142 F dgd +ATae AT Tseuid R Tsgdrel Hr gdenfas
AfFaal FT T S Thd §72

* It also asked whether Article 142 applies only to procedural law or can it extend to
contradictory directions to existing substantive or procedural provisions of the
Constitution.

- Ig 81 YBT I o &1 37e]=8E 142 shaol TRhATcHE FHlelsl IR oI19] gIclT ¢ AT Ig FlAUTT o
Ao a1 yiharca® graemat & Radia Ader s S w7 gHarg?

Key Constitutional Questions Raised
Y@ WA YT 35T 7T

» The Reference questioned the validity of “deemed assent”, asking whether a State law can
be considered valid without the Governor’s assent.

- FawmTRer 7 " Tfigfa A 1€ (deemed assent) & I I FaTel 33T 1T 3R I@T 14T FoR
T T T FIeleT 911 TsAarel HY FIHTA & Ser AT 1 Thel? 72

« |t raised the issue whether the President’s and Governor’s decisions under Articles 200
and 201 are justiciable before the Bill becomes law.

« SHH Ig Heal 31T TN o &A1 3refesdq 200 AR 201 & Ted Tsgufd iR Tsgdrer & foofa
9w & Fiefet 9o F T @ ~AAS AT F AT §?

» The Reference argued that the idea of “deemed assent” was alien to the constitutional
scheme.

« TopTiRer 7 ahgT 31T o “Feligpfer AT 1§ 1 St igere S ween 7 AR gt &

* It also raised concerns over a two-judge Bench deciding on substantial constitutional
questions without referring the matter to a five-judge Bench under Article 145(3).

- ¥ RIar Fars 715 & & =arameien Fr fis o 73t waenfas weat o1 [vi fear, safs amer
IeTede 145(3) & g i waraeiiert Y fis Fr A Srar @ifRw o)

» The Reference asked the Court to clarify what constitutional options are available to a
Governor under Article 200 when a Bill is presented.

« AT H FITATe @ YE TISC it i gl IAT foh IeJeeG 200 & el TIITS & UTH Hiel-
FieT @ waenfas RAewed 3uerstr gid § 519 3 gHeT 1S [a8as e fhar Srar g |

« It questioned whether the “constitutional discretion” of Governors and the President under
Articles 200 and 201 is justiciable.
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- SHH YOT 9141 & rgede 200 3 201 & dgd Tegured 3R Tsgufa i wdenfas Fawfasr
rfFaar = Fanfs g e aeg &2

« It also questioned if Article 361, which provides immunity to the President and Governors
from legal action while in office, acts as an absolute bar to judicial review of their actions

under Article 200.

- SHH Ig ¥ BT AT o 7 IeTeedg 361, SiT sgufar AN TsadTal Y FTIFT & SRIeT FIefeit
FNATS A G &1 §, HeOG 200 & TG 3oTeh hrd! I #ATT AT FHAET 9 qot wfaaer g2

Experts debate if Reference is
a ploy to bypass judicial review

An opinion by the Supreme Court under a Presidential Reference is not binding, says senior advocate Kapil Sibal; Justice
Kaul, former SC judge, says the President had raised points of law and he was expecting ‘something like this to happen’

GS Paper |I: Presidential
Reference

rishnadas Rajagop:
NEW DELHI

he legal fraternity
T was divided on
whether the Presi-

dential Reference to the
Supreme Court on its or-
der in the Tamil Nadu Go-
vernor case was merely a
ploy by the Union govern-
ment to “bypass” the nor-
mal legal process of chal-
lenging the Supreme Court
verdict.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter M.K. Stalin lashed out
on Thursday that the Refe-
rence was an attempt to
subvert the constitutional
position settled by the
April 8 Supreme Court
judgment and other judi-
cial precedents.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal agreed with the Chief
Minister’s viewpoint that
the Reference was a clan-
destine way to reverse the
judgment by a two-judge
Bench headed by Justice

J.B. Pardiwala. “If you do
not like a Supreme Court
judgment, you seek a re-
view. If the review gets dis-
missed, you file a curative
petition. That is the only
way to set aside a Supreme
Court judgment... What
you are doing here is, by
seeking a Reference, you
are trying to get an opinion
from the court as to wheth-
er the President is bound
by a direction that you
should decide on a Bill
within a specific period of
time. This is really bypass-
ing the legal process availa-
ble to them,” Mr. Sibal said.

Former Supreme Court
judge Justice Sanjay Kishan
Kaul, however, said seek-
ing a review of the judg-
ment would not be deci-
sive. Moreover, the power
of the President to make a
Reference cannot be taken
away by the Supreme
Court’s review or curative
jurisdiction.

“A review, again, would

Q If you do not like a Supreme Court

Jjudgment, you seek a review. If the review
gets dismissed, you file a curative petition. That is
the only way to set aside a judgment...

By seeking a Reference, you are trying
to get an opinion from the court as to
whether the President is bound by a
direction to decide on a Bill within a
specific period of time. This is

really bypassing the legal
process
KAPIL SIBAL, senior advocate

be by the Bench of the
same two judges who pro-
nounced the judgment.
Here, the President is say-
ing there is a constitutional
issue involved and needs
an opinion from the
court,” Justice Kaul said.
The former top court
judge said he had “grave
reservations” about the
court’s use of Article 142 in
the judgment. He said Arti-
cle 142 was restricted to the
parties — State of Tamil Na-
du and the Tamil Nadu Go-

vernor — in the dispute,
and cannot be used to is-
sue directions against the
President and other State
Governors who were not
part of the litigation.

Mr. Sibal argued that an
opinion, whatever it may
be, under a Presidential
Reference was not binding.
A judgment of the apex
court, on the other hand,
was binding on all. The
judgment would prevail
despite the opinion. He
said the President was in

her right to seek a Refe-
rence, but the Supreme
Court need not answer it.
But Justice Kaul said an
opinion from the Supreme
Court, in his personal view,
was “good enough”. It
would end future conflicts.
“What else could have
been done here other than
seek a Reference, unless
another Bench of two or
three judges of the court
would say the issue needed
to be looked into by a larg-
er Bench,” he reasoned.
Justice Kaul said he was
expecting something like
this to happen, saying the
President had made the
Reference on points of law.
But Mr. Sibal called the
judgment a milestone. “If
there is no timeframe, they
could sit on Bills for
months. This is how they
intend to destabilise go-
vernments. Governors
have been interfering ever
since this government

came to power,” he said.
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Experts debate if Reference is a ploy to bypass judicial
review

RATAT #H 959 F F41 THH TS FHIRT F 99 HY U 9T ¢

- The legal fraternity is divided on whether the Presidential Reference
to the Supreme Court in the Tamil Nadu Governor case was an
attempt by the Union government to bypass the usual legal procedure
of challenging the verdict.

* Tl HHGTT S AT W §eT g3 ¢ T Afferg Tsaurer awe & A
$IE I feram AT ISl IRIH 4T g, AR E@RT Had I Fald =
AT HTefaA! TTHAT Y TAITH FIA FT I AT

» Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin criticised the move, calling the Reference an effort to
subvert the constitutional position established by the April 8 Supreme Court judgment and
other precedents.

- affrereg & FEIE vA.F. T A SH HgH I Aol §U$@8mﬂ§g§ﬁﬂaﬁé$
thaer 3R 3= fAaret ganT Furfta wdeanfas ufa wt FASR Fe @1 93 adr@|

» Senior advocate Kapil Sibal supported the Chief Minister’'s view, calling the Reference a
clandestine method to reverse the judgment delivered by a two-judge Bench headed by
Justice J.B. Pardiwala.

» RS JftraeraT Hie e o FEIAA F gECRIOT F TAST FIA U SH I I w1 fet
ot aR&YETET hr IRt arel &Y FArTefeY A dis & harel I Tores HT e A Fam|

» Mr. Sibal stated that if someone disagrees with a Supreme Court judgment, the correct
process is to seek a review petition and, if rejected, file a curative petition — not to seek an
opinion through a Reference.

- A1 sarel 1 e foh TR IS GRNA HIE o harel @ 3eA &, A 3T gishar Reg Rdterar e
YT 3R St W FRiea Rdre arfler el § — o fon Ih{E & Areg#H & 17 o=

» He argued that by seeking a Reference, the government is trying to get an opinion on whether
the President is bound to act on a Bill within a specific period, which is an attempt to bypass
the legal process.

« 3oB1eT dh T T YPIY AR AIHR TG SATeTal T HITALA Y &Y & T Fr Trseafa v fARad
AT AT H e fadTes | ) ¥ & T area §, St o weelt afthar & a9e &1 e &
* Former Supreme Court judge Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul disagreed, saying that a review

petition by the same two-judge Bench would not be decisive, and the President's power to
make a Reference cannot be curtailed.
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#r dis garT o rar Reg, Rt fvrae w1 gtem, 3R egufar i Woia foet i afFa @ifaa
ST8T <hl ST Hehcll|

+ Justice Kaul explained that the President had raised a constitutional issue and rightly sought
the court’s opinion on it.

- SIfEH wiel & TS o o Tregufa o veh waenfas Aear 3or § 31N 38 W 3ETed & T dar
sRag

» He also expressed grave reservations about the court’s use of Article 142, arguing it was
applicable only to the parties in the case — i.e., Tamil Nadu and its Governor — and not to the
President or other State Governors.

* Ioglel eTodg 142 & TN T AR AT STATS, T€ Fed U % Tg el AW & TEHRI —
T ATATATS 3T ToTTer — TR e BIeT &, 7 fob Irsgufer A1 31w Tearal o

» Mr. Sibal stressed that an opinion under Presidential Reference is not binding, whereas a
Supreme Court judgment is binding on all and would prevail over the opinion.

« A flearer & SR o o Trsgafer YB¥e & g d UTed T areqahr 781 glch, Siafeh gofier HIE &t
faroier @3l ) aregsrl ghar & 3R T ) g gl

* He acknowledged the President’s right to seek a Reference but maintained that the Supreme
Court is not obliged to answer it.

« 3ogiel Y EAeh TR Toh Trsgufct &l IRTH Sofel o1 TR 8, cifchel FHH FIE Y $HSHT 3T
T 3TaRTF A B

* On the other hand, Justice Kaul said that in his personal view, an opinion by the court is
good enough and would help prevent future conflicts.

- g8 3R, I Fler A wvgT foh 3o1eht safFrdera I & gola I T I 9ATed § 3R Ig wfas
& THEL I Uehel H HGG HLT|

* He asked what else could be done except a Reference, unless another two or three-judge
Bench recommended referring the matter to a larger Bench.

* 3giol YT foh IHIH & 37eTTar 3R AT T ST FehedT AT, ST eh fob h1g 3N & AT et STt hr
s g 7 g [ ATFer 93t fis 1 iy Fv|

« Justice Kaul stated he was expecting such a Reference since the President had asked for
guidance on points of law.

- SIfEeH @il o HET Toh 98 TH e o IHIF H1 37 FI 1§ &, Fifh Tegdiar o Frefeit figat o
HATITELTST HIAT 2AT|
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No radiation
leak from any
nuclear facility
in Pak.: TAEA

|GS Paper II: IAEA |

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The global nuclear watch-
dog, International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), has
said there was no radiation
leak or release from any
nuclear facility in Pakistan
during the country’s re-
cent military conflict with
India.

The IAEAs statement
came amid claims being
made on social media that
Pakistan’s nuclear facilities
were hit by Indian armed
forces during Operation
Sindoor.

“Based on information
available to the IAEA, there
has been no radiation leak
or release from any nu-
clear facility in Pakistan,”
an IAEA spokesperson
said.

Earlier, Air Marshal A.K.
Bharti, Director-General of
Air Operations, rejected
suggestions that India hit
Kirana Hills, home to Pa-
kistan’s nuclear installa-
tions. “We have not hit Ki-
rana Hills, whatever is
there,” Mr. Bharti had said.

India’s strikes hit an air-
base in Sargodha and there
were some reports that the
base is linked to an under-
ground nuclear storage fa-
cility in Kirana Hills. Exter-
nal  Affairs  Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal rejected U.S. President
Donald Trump’s claims of
having averted a nuclear
conflict between the two
nations. He said India’s
military action was in the
conventional domain and
denied speculation about a
nuclear war.
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* Mr. Sibal, however, maintained that the April 8 judgment was a
milestone, arguing that without a timeframe, Governors could delay Bills
for months, which could be used to destabilise governments.

o oY TqsaeT 7 TRY o1 I g T 8 3t &1 faotr v AT FT IR, T a5
& gU o arfe; i o e w11 gl ot Treaarer Rt wfial 7 e
&g &, T8 SR F 3R FaT 51 Gohar B

* He accused Governors of interfering since the current government
came to power, calling this a pattern of political misuse.

« 3581 3TRIY RIAT foh aATT RN & TAT 7 3T & 916 T 9Tl
FETRIT T T8 §, 3R 3 Torehfores geaaer 1 v ggf |

No Radiation Leak from Any Nuclear Facility in
Pakistan: IAEA

qifehEde 1 Y oft axamoy giaem @ w15 @fHTor
Rama &g IAEA

- The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has
stated that there was no radiation leak or release from
any nuclear facility in Pakistan during its recent
military conflict with India.

* HARTSERT TATY] Falt T dT (IAEA) o FgT 8 B grferar
HRT-UTfREdre AT TuY & gRIeT wrfhedrer &Y frddt sit
qIAT Gieem & Fi§ afertor Rera ar seweter =7et gam|

* The IAEA’s statement came amid social media claims that Pakistan’s
nuclear facilities were hit by Indian armed forces during Operation
Sindoor.

* IE AT TH AT A 3777 ST Wrerer AT 9 &1 fohw o7 38 & fob 3itaverer
gy & ST AT W el o WTfreeTeT i RaToy YRenst o gHer
T

* An IAEA spokesperson said, “Based on information available to the
IAEA, there has been no radiation leak or release from any nuclear facility
in Pakistan.”

* Ueh IAEA YaFdT & &gT, “IAEA & ITH 3UaIsY SR & 3TUR T,

urferrer i Rt oft aeamor e & F1$ Rfor Rara ar sesta adi gam g1
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* Air Marshal A.K. Bharti, Director-General of Air Operations, rejected suggestions that India
had struck Kirana Hills, where Pakistan’s nuclear installations are located.

* T AT U3, R, T HaTelel AgIoraerar, & 58 FATd &1 WIS fonam o st o frre
w1 freImar sy, Stet arfredrer iy qHATI] FUTIATC U ¢

* Mr. Bharti said, “We have not hit Kirana Hills, whatever is there.”

o 4t TR o hgT, “THA TR e IR gaven Aidt R, St e agi § 1

* India’s airstrikes targeted an airbase in Sargodha, and there were some reports that the
base is linked to an underground nuclear storage facility in Kirana Hills.

« R & §ATS §HA TWNYT F TF TIEH W hiod I, 3R Fo et 7 wgr a2 & gg o7 fmren
ferewr & Reurar syffrarar wRaToy sizRoT YRAwT & ST g R

» External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal rejected U.S. President Donald
Trump’s claim of averting a nuclear conflict between India and Pakistan.

« RAer FATET F Yaerar 0T Starer o JARHY Tseufay SA1es €0 & 57 g F Wik fhar i
3eglel R 3R ATRETST & ST YIHATO] HEd Y eTefel 7 3{fAHT eS|

* He said that India’s military action was within the conventional domain and dismissed any
speculation of a nuclear war.

» Segiel heT foh TR T e FRATE TRIRF SR # AT iR IATO] et AT Il TR
fera|
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Pak. wrote to India about
restarting talks on Indus
Waters Treaty, say sources

FES Paper II: Indus Waler Treaty |
€ Hindu bureau

NEW DELHI

Pakistan has said it is will-
ing to restart talks with In-
dia on the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT), which India
has kept in abeyance fol-
lowing the Pahalgam ter-
ror attacks, government
sources, on condition of
anonymity, told The Hindu
on Thursday.

A letter from Syed Ali
Murtaza, Secretary, Pakis-
tan Ministry of Water Re-
sources, to India’s Water
Secretary, Debashree Muk-
herkjee, was received “a
week ago”, sources said.
The letter asked for India
to nominate representa-
tives who could engage in
talks with Pakistan’s Indus
Commissioner, they ad-
ded.

The Hindu could not in-
dependently confirm the
content of the letter as well
as whether it was sent fol-
lowing Operation Sindoor.
“It was amid all the hap-
penings,” a source said but
declined to share a finite
date.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry declined to com-
ment. The Hindu has writ-
ten to Mr. Murtaza, but has
not received a comment.

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar told pressper-
sons on Thursday: “The In-
dus Waters Treaty is held
in abeyance and will conti-
nue to be held in abeyance
until the cross-border ter-
rorism by Pakistan is credi-
bly and irrevocably
stopped.”

Matter of discussion: India has kept the Indus Waters Treaty in
abeyance following the Pahalgam terror attacks. FILE PHOTO

Under the IWT, both In-
dia and Pakistan have In-
dus Commissioners who
lead delegations for talks
regarding water-sharing as-
pects governing the treaty
which has been in force
since 1960.

‘Written four times’
India, however, said last
September that no more
meetings of the Permanent
Indus Commission would
be held till the govern-
ments of India and Pakis-
tan meet and discuss the
renegotiation of the IWT.
The last meeting reported-
ly happened in Delhi in
May 2022. Since January
2023, India has written
four times to Pakistan to in-
itiate talks on revising the
treaty but, according to
sources, not received a “sa-
tisfactory response”.
“India’s position is that
re-negotiation of the treaty
could be done only govern-
ment-government and not
by Indus Commission re-
presentatives. Pakistan of-
fered to meet at a neutral
venue but we proposed

that we meet in Islamabad.
Following this there was a
silence for four of five
months and now they have
sent us this letter,” a per-
son familiar with the con-
tent of Mr. Murtaza’s latest
letter, told The Hindu.

The letter, sources said,
has Pakistan’s objecting to
India’s action of keeping
the IWT in abeyance. Ho-
wever, it says Pakistan was
willing to meet and would
like to begin the process
for arranging the neces-
sary logistics. India has not
taken a call on the res-
ponse to the letter.

Following the Pahalgam
attacks, India decided to
stall the treaty and de-
clared its intent to “not
give a drop of water” to Pa-
kistan. Under the terms of
the IWT, India cannot
create significant hydel
power storage on the west-
ern rivers of Indus, Jhe-
lum, Chenab and must
maintain water levels at
prescribed levels, to en-
sure no untoward flooding
or disruption of Pakistan’s
agriculture happens.

Talks on Indus Waters
Treaty May Restart

ey ST A o¥ a7t fse
q YE B FHl §

» Pakistan has expressed its
willingness to restart talks
with India on the Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT), which
India had kept in abeyance
following the Pahalgam
terror attacks, according to
government sources.

« NI A TR & T F
A, TGN Tcisharar
gHdl & 91g R gar’T T
1 7§ Ry orer wfr (IWT) &
ST fhT & & FA H FToT
oS Bl

* A letter from Syed Ali Murtaza,
Secretary of Pakistan's Ministry of
Water Resources, was sent to India’s
Water Secretary Debashree
Mukherjee, and was received about a
week ago, sources said.

« gIfehEdTel & STel AT HATT F
afra due el AT 1 U IF AR T
STt afra el Fyarsit st S arar o,
S AT & IHTHR T Th HCATE Teet
9T 3|

* The letter requested India to nominate representatives for talks with Pakistan’s Indus
Commissioner.
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« O F HRA H RN T a1m AT o6 a8 Irfehedlel o FAY MYFaT & A1y STl o folw
yfafafial 1 afda &

* The Hindu could not independently confirm the letter’s contents or whether it was sent after
Operation Sindoor.

- & féq o 1 araraft Y FaaT T § Y 787 Y el 3R o €1 Ig o Ig 9 JiTarereT Rg & e
AT T AT

* A source said, “It was amid all the happenings,” but did not provide a specific date.

- T T o &g, “I¢ ol geanat & e 7 a1, «ifeet 1 Rftrse arliw 7t o

» The External Affairs Ministry declined to comment, and no response was received from Mr.
Murtaza.

« farger FATerT F IS eTquly ket B SR A e, 3R A FeTl @ 1S 3 76T fHer|

» External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said, “The Indus Waters Treaty is held in abeyance
and will continue to be until cross-border terrorism by Pakistan is credibly and irrevocably
stopped.”

« Rer 7 T, SRR Y T, “RiY STor @ TR § 3R Ta T Sl RN Sfe e TiferEdeT
EaRT HATIR 3Tasharg &l faaaaia 30t safadeia &9 8 787 A Sran)”

Background of the Indus Waters Treaty
frey et |fer i geasfa

» Under the IWT, both India and Pakistan have Indus Commissioners who lead delegations
for talks regarding water-sharing under the treaty, which has been in effect since 1960.

« IWT & g, Rl 3R aTfehearet alait o urer Ry 3mgera g1 € S Srer-faaor & daferd araisit &
fore wfafafese 1 Adea # £, I8 T 1960 § T &

India’s Stand on Talks and Renegotiation

At 3R g ATt 9} AR HT 79

* In September 2023, India said that no further meetings of the Permanent Indus Commission
would be held until government-level talks happen for renegotiation of the treaty.

- fAdaY 2023 # A & gl fob ST cfeh AIHR-FANT ATAT 81 BIail, o Teh TATAY RAef 3maer v
31T Y IS SSeh oTET greft, dlfeh LT Y qaT: aTaT & 517 Feh |

» The last meeting reportedly took place in Delhi in May 2022.
. a@ﬁmﬁzozzﬁﬁﬁhﬁgéam
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+ Since January 2023, India has written four times to Pakistan for starting talks on revising the
treaty, but did not receive a satisfactory response, sources said.

» STAGHY 2023 ¥ HRA A TR IR UTiehEcll=l Sl T FAeraT AT Y& e o e for, afenet @&t &
IR HAYSTaTd 3 161 (Aol |

* India maintains that renegotiation must be done at a government-to-government level, not
by Indus Commission representatives.

» TR T AT & o qeT: AT hlel PR W TIHR & TR W glelt e, o o Reg maver &
wfafafert gan

* Pakistan suggested a meeting at a neutral venue, but India proposed Islamabad instead.
* UTTehETeT o Tohdll TeTY TUTeT TN doeh T FSI1d 7T, olfehed HRA o SEATATETE ohT FETd 2T

 After this, Pakistan remained silent for four to five months, and now has sent the latest
letter.

* SH TG YTl IR ¥ Ui A cieh G T67 3 319 741 9 AT g |

Pakistan's Objections and Current Status

qIferEaTe &Y ATafRT 3 adA Ryt

* The letter objects to India’s action of keeping the IWT in abeyance, but also expresses
willingness to meet and initiate logistical arrangements.

« U7 H HARA g@RT IWT T TG @7 X 319 SIS 715 8, Afehed do& F farw aeavar 3
TSR cHaeT 3[F e I a1 o1 el 1S § |

* India has not yet decided how to respond to the letter.

« HIRA o7 T T 3 A =1 ¢, 37 ) 3737 faoiar i o §

India’s Hardline Post-Pahalgam Attacks
YEINH gHdl & d1¢ AR HT H3T 39

* Following the Pahalgam attacks, India decided to stall the treaty and declared its intent to
not give a drop of water to Pakistan.

* GEISA G oh STe; Rl o HIS T Aehot IR ATTREATST T T o qTelt ofY Tt &oF o7 Hahewr
STdTT|
* Under the IWT, India cannot build large hydel storage on the western rivers (Indus,

Jhelum, Chenab), and must maintain prescribed water levels to avoid flooding or disrupting
Pakistani agriculture.
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- IWT & ded AR afRa# afeat (R, o, fRame) ) a3 s gy $isRor 78 911 Fahar 3R

34 e STe TR 910 T@= g § ofifeh a1e a1 afardt ¥ # farereer 7 81|

Govt. postpones credentials ceremony
featuring new Ambassador of Turkiye

IGS Paper II: India-West Asia |
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Against the backdrop of
protests against Turkiye,
the protocol division of the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) on Thursday post-
poned the credentials cere-
mony of the new Turkish
Ambassador to India.

The MEA, in a brief an-
nouncement, said the cre-
dentials ceremony at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan had
been deferred from Thurs-
day due to scheduling
issues.

The postponement of
the event came as a sur-
prise, said a diplomatic
source who was informed
just minutes before the
event was to take place.

e ¥ -

Turkish envoy Ali Murat Ersoy presents his credentials to Anshuman
Gaur, Chief of Protocol at the MEA, in April. @TC_YENIDELHIBE

Apart from Turkiye’s Am-
bassador Ali Murat Ersoy,
Bangladesh’s new High
Commissioner Riaz Hami-
dullah and the envoys of
Thailand, Costa Rica, St
Kitts and Nevis were to pre-
sent their credentials to

President Droupadi Mur-
mu in the ceremony that
was postponed.

Mr. Ersoy took charge in
March after Turkiye’s pre-
vious envoy, Firat Sunel,
was transferred back to
Turkiye. Mr. Ersoy earlier

presented a copy of his cre-
dentials to Chief of Proto-
col Anshuman Gaur on
April 4. The ceremony at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan is
part of the formal diploma-
cy that India-based heads
of missions are expected to
attend as they represent
their head of government
to the Indian state.

One of the relevant di-
plomatic missions said the
event was fixed at least 10
days in advance, and said
such a pre-fixed creden-
tials event was rarely post-
poned. Sources, however,
refused to pin the post-
ponement to the ongoing
difficulties in relations with
Turkiye that was impacted
after Ankara delivered mil-
itary support to Pakistan.

Postponement of Credentials Ceremony for New Turkish

Ambassador

AT Teht TeTgd & AT HSRarer gorie Tufda

- The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) on Thursday postponed the
credentials ceremony for the new Turkish Ambassador to India, citing
the backdrop of protests against Turkiye.
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» faer #ATET (MEA) & T¥aR &1 1RA 7 7T Johi Toigy & e searfaa

FSRITT FANIE F1 gohi F Bare R ygeiat & o Fafra F R

» The MEA stated that the ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhavan was deferred due to scheduling
issues.

- Teer FATerT o T 3 Iegafay s1aeT 7 g1 aTe 9% HARIE WAT-AIRol & S weensit &
HROT eTe feam I

* A diplomatic source revealed that the postponement came as a surprise and was
communicated just minutes before the event was to begin.

* Ueh FeA e G & AR T§ T JYAMRAT AT 3R 3T STAHRT FRHHA YE e & §S
e g €1 & S

» The ceremony was meant for the presentation of credentials by ambassadors from Turkiye,
Bangladesh, Thailand, Costa Rica, and St Kitts and Nevis to President Droupadi Murmu.

« IE ARG Jht, vameer, Ursals, Fiver Rat 3R de frew U3 afdw & Torgql qarr wsgufa
Aty . ¥ 31 SRR e FY ¥ v feiRa o

* Ali Murat Ersoy, the new Turkish Ambassador, took charge in March after the transfer of
previous envoy Firat Sunel back to Turkiye.

« 31l A TATE, S AT Jehf TG §, o AT H HIRAAN HHTAT AT ST I ToIged RBIT ool 1
AT Jehl Selr Torm aram |

* Mr. Ersoy had earlier presented a copy of his credentials to Chief of Protocol Anshuman
Gaur on April 4.

- A1 THIT o S Tgel 4 AT T WSNHIT W@ YAV AR Y 30T shsfrarer hr gicr @il o

» The ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhavan is considered a formal diplomatic process for newly
appointed ambassadors representing their countries in India.

* TS 879l H glol dTell Ig ARIE R A A TeTqell eaRT 39a it st Jfafafered et &

fore vk sitaaTRe Fehifas uftvar A S &

* A diplomatic mission said that the event was scheduled at least 10 days in advance, and
such postponements are very rare.

* Ueh HcalTcioh (AL o IATAT foh TE HAshdA HA ¥ FH 10 foret gger a3 B arar o, 3R 58 _e
T E2ITeT gl & Gelst g1 ¢

+ Although no official reason was given, sources said the delay may be linked to strained
India-Turkiye relations after Turkiye extended military support to Pakistan.
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« GTeTh HY§ TR HROT & T 1T, It HT A § T 75 & gt gan ariearer 1

VT FHYT T ST & oG HRA-ehl Waell F T1a & <Torcd 1 Fehll &

Jaishankar speaks
with Taliban’s Acting
Foreign Minister

[GS Paper I: India-Afghanistan |
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Marking the first Minister-
level outreach to the Tali-
ban administration in Af-
ghanistan, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar on
Thursday held a telephone
conversation with the ‘Act-
ing Afghan Foreign Minis-
ter’ Amir Khan Muttagi.
The conversation came
days after the Taliban ad-
ministration, which India
is yet to officially recog-
nise, condemned the dead-
ly terror strike in Pahalgam
of April 22 that left 26 inno-
cents dead and dozens
injured.

“Good conversation
with Acting Afghan Foreign
Minister Mawlawi Amir
Khan Muttagi this evening.
Deeply appreciate his con-
demnation of the Pahal-
gam terrorist attack,” said
Mr. Jaishankar in a mes-
sage on X. Mr. Muttaqi had
hosted senior Indian diplo-
mat Anand Prakash in Ka-
bul on April 27 against the
backdrop of growing India-
Pakistan hostilities follow-
ing the attack in Pahalgam.

The Taliban administra-
tion and India have been
intensifying ties since the
outfit first came to power
in Kabul on August 16,
2021, though India has not
yet fully normalised rela-
tions with the outfit. In-
dia’s official policy has fo-

Muttaqi condemns
the terror strike in
Pahalgam on April 22
that left 26 dead

cused on the wellbeing of
the Afghan people and in
that direction, the Govern-
ment of India has allowed
the Taliban to gradually
take charge of the Afghan
missions in Delhi, Mumbai
and Hyderabad to cater to
the consular requirements
of Afghan students, visitors
and businesspersons.

‘No Taliban link’

Rebutting reports in Pakis-
tan media that attempted
to link the Taliban with the
developments in Kashmir,
Mr. Jaishankar further said,
“Welcomed his firm rejec-
tion of recent attempts to
create distrust between In-

dia and Afghanistan
through false and baseless
reports.”

Hafiz Zia Ahmed, direc-
tor of public communica-
tion at the Taliban’s “Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs”,
made a detailed post on X
announcing that Mr. Mut-
taqi asked Mr. Jaishankar
to help in securing more
Indian visas for Afghan pa-
tients and visitors.

He also urged the Go-
vernment of India to help
in freeing Afghan prisoners
in Indian jails.

Jaishankar speaks with Taliban’s
Acting Foreign Minister

SYAHT o dIfrdleT & FRIGES [acer
7 & Sraeia

- Marking the first Minister-level outreach
to the Taliban administration in
Afghanistan, External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar held a telephone conversation
with the ‘Acting Afghan Foreign Minister’
Amir Khan Muttagi on Thursday.

o AFITAEATST H FAIfaTeT T & Ig Tgalt
FA- TN arahia @), SraHd e &= v,
TAAFT o TAR HY AT F Friags fager
At 3R @It AR @ BT T AT A

* The conversation came days after the Taliban
administration, which India has not officially
recognised, condemned the terror strike in Pahalgam
on April 22, which killed 26 innocents and injured many
others.

» T SN 38 HHY §$ S R o e b cfersited
TR ol Jitaares T & AeTar 5181 & §, oifehad 331 22
3 Y TEIH A GU HTAHaG! A, frae 26 fgfy
anvﬁfrﬂhgézﬁ,aﬁrﬁa'raﬁrzﬁl

* Mr. Jaishankar posted on X: “Good conversation with
Acting Afghan Foreign Minister Mawlawi Amir Khan
Muttaqi this evening. Deeply appreciate his
condemnation of the Pahalgam terrorist attack.”

o 3 STAAHT F TFH U TI@T: “31TT ATH HIRIdTgeh 3BT
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« Earlier on April 27, Mr. Muttagi had hosted senior Indian diplomat Anand Prakash in
Kabul, amid increasing tensions between India and Pakistan following the Pahalgam attack.

* SHU TEel 27 I Y FIGel H AT HcAh! o IS HRAT TSTATAT e Wahrer S ASTarad v o,
mm—W*aﬁamaammﬁmW%aﬁg}m

» The Taliban administration and India have been intensifying ties since the Taliban came to
power on August 16, 2021, although India has not yet fully normalised relations.

- AIETeT FRITHe A SR & i Foel 7 ey g3 § 7o & T1feisTe A 16 3R 2021 &1 &
HHTC, gTelifeh SR & 37 ofeh WYOT T4 & Haer WA ¢! e &

* India’s official policy has been focused on the wellbeing of the Afghan people.

« ARG FT 3R A 31T ST FH HaE W Higa W |

« In that direction, the Government of India has allowed the Taliban to gradually take charge
of Afghan missions in Delhi, Mumbai, and Hyderabad, to facilitate consular services for
Afghan students, visitors, and businesspersons.

« ST f&e #, R LR & cArferaret 1 Reeh, Had AR gewrare 7 3rhereT AT i fSwaey
tfR-efY FTeaY Y JrTAT & B, TS ad hanTel BTEl, et 3R Ay i garars 4T Ao
|

Rebuttal of Taliban-Pakistan-Kashmir Link

diferaTa-uIfhEdreT-H2H FaEr & JR9Y W] G5

 Refuting media reports in Pakistan that attempted to link the Taliban with Kashmir unrest,
Mr. Jaishankar said, “Welcomed his firm rejection of attempts to create distrust between
India and Afghanistan through false and baseless reports.”

-mﬁnﬁmmﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁaﬁ@mmﬁgmmﬁmmﬁmﬁ#sﬂsﬁﬁ
HITAA T TET AT, AT TTAFT o hgl, “HRA 3R BT & airer faeard e v et
Y 3eTehT g AT ier 1 Aoy Famara fham|”

Requests from Afghan Side
TG 98T FT AR

 Hafiz Zia Ahmed, Director of Public Communication at Taliban’s “Ministry of Foreign Affairs”,
posted on X that Mr. Muttagi requested more Indian visas for Afghan patients and visitors.
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« TS & “TACr AT & WA FaR A gifthst foram arg#g o torg W diee fohar s
A AR ¥ JheTeT A 3R TeH & forw srftre sl de < amer

* Mr. Muttaqi also urged the Government of India to help in releasing Afghan prisoners

) [GS Paper 1I: West AAsia - ] )
- L]
New be: g
Syria should dismantle armed groups
and adopt inclusive constitution

ntil six months ago, Abu Mohammad al-
U]olani was a specially designated global

terrorist, with a $10 million bounty fixed
on his head by the U.S. government. A native of
Syria’s Golan Heights and a former member of al-
Qaeda in Iraqg, one of the group’s most brutal
branches, Jolani founded Jabhat al-Nusra, the al-
Qaeda’s Syria affiliate, in 2012, during the early
stages of the civil war. Thirteen years later, on
May 14, Jolani — now known as Ahmed al-Sharaa
— met with U.S. President Donald Trump in Ri-
yadh. Mr. Trump, who earlier in the week lifted
America’s decades-long sanctions on Syria,
praised Mr. Sharaa, saying he was “a tough guy.
Strong past... Fighter”. The meeting was a diplo-
matic victory for Mr. Sharaa, whose Islamist
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) captured Damascus
in December 2024 by toppling the secular dicta-
torship of President Bashar al-Assad. Mr. Sharaa
met Qatar’s Emir in Doha in April, seeking sup-
port for his fledgling Islamist regime. He enjoys
the strong backing of Tiirkiye. He was welcomed
by French President Emmanuel Macron earlier
this month at the Elysée Palace in Paris. And in
Riyadh, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man played a key role in facilitating his meeting
with Mr. Trump. With regional and international
recognition, Ahmed al-Sharaa appears poised to
shape Syria’s present and future.

The lifting of American sanctions opens the
door for Syria to join the global economic main-
stream and attract foreign investments. Mr. Sha-
raa has already invited American companies to
invest in Syria’s oil and gas. Money could flow
from wealthy Arab monarchies to war-torn Syria
for reconstruction and other business opportun-
ities. But one question remains: what kind of Sy-
ria are Mr. Sharaa and his fellow Islamists plan-
ning to build? Mr. Sharaa has promised to uphold
the rule of law, respect women’s rights and pro-
tect religious and ethnic minorities. Yet, ever
since the HTS captured power, Syria has seen in-
stances of targeted violence against minority
communities. In March, hundreds of Alawites,
the sect to which ousted President Assad be-
longs, were killed by Islamist gunmen in the coas-
tal Latakia region. Sectarian tensions remain high
in central Syria, where targeted killings and ab-
ductions are frequently reported. In recent
weeks, Syria’s Druze minority has come under
sustained attacks, with community leaders de-
scribing the violence as a “genocidal campaign”.
The Kurds in the northeast have called for a de-
centralised, democratic Syria, firmly opposing
the HTS’s centralised style of governance. The re-
moval of sanctions and international recognition
present a historic opportunity for Mr. Sharaa to
steer Syria toward recovery and prosperity. But
to that end, he must first stabilise the country in-
ternally, dismantle extremist armed groups and
adopt an inclusive constitution that guarantees
the rights of all citizens. If not, Syria risks follow-
ing the path of Libya or Afghanistan.

currently lodged in Indian jails.
» A1 FAThT o R TXhR A HRAT SAell 7 a7 Irwaner Het
RETE A Ace Fa 7 oY 31 fovar

New Beginning
STT 3T

- Until six months ago, Abu Mohammad al-Jolani

was a specially designated global terrorist with a
$10 million bounty placed on his head by the U.S.
government.

- BF ALK Ted aF, I ANGFAS I-SAare! F Ay
¥ § AfAa IRGF sTaward) At srar a1, s A7
R IARST TSR @RI 10 RATAT= 3TeR &1 513 1@
I |

+ Jolani is a native of Syria’s Golan Heights and a former member
of al-Qaeda in Iraq, one of its most brutal branches.

« ST HRAT & M gBeq & A Fard § 3N 3w 7 3ra-
FRETF I9 TGET I, ST oA T G99 FX @R H ¥ 0 g

* In 2012, during the early stages of the Syrian civil war, Jolani
founded Jabhat al-Nusra, al-Qaeda’s Syria affiliate.

- 2012 #, NS JEIeY & Y3 WU & R, Sierer &
HeA-hrgeT HT WRAT AT Taed IHA-TAU T FATTAT H |

* Thirteen years later, on May 14, Jolani, now known as Ahmed al-
Sharaa, met with U.S. President Donald Trump in Riyadh.

« N IGTol 91, 14 AS FI, AT, ST 379 HgAG AAT-ART & H F
St ST &, o Rarg 7 3aR$Y sgufar eres @79 @ Forhra #)
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* Mr. Trump, who lifted America’s decades-long sanctions on Syria earlier that week, praised
Mr. Sharaa calling him a "tough guy, strong past... fighter."

- A g, [Siegiel 39 Hodlg & YV & AR T gerhl gt gfaael H germ, 7 A an
$r gUEAT A gy 376 "HOR ATGHT, A 3clld... IGUT" el

» This meeting was a diplomatic victory for Mr. Sharaa, whose Islamist group Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham (HTS) captured Damascus in December 2024 by toppling the secular dictatorship of
President Bashar al-Assad.

« g 95 A URT & T U Aodardsd &era &Y, s STATHT T §aTd degiR 3Tel-2ma
(HTS) ¥ fg@eX 2024 # ISgUTd IR I A-310¢ T U1fdAs [ATIeT dreamandl 1 TR gfiesd W
Feotl foraT|

* Mr. Sharaa met Qatar’s Emir in Doha in April, seeking support for his fledgling Islamist
regime.

A ART A 3T A AT H FHe &F AR A FHARIT T, I AGMSA ST AT & fow
ARG AT g

* He enjoys strong backing from Turkiye and was welcomed by French President Emmanuel
Macron in Paris earlier this month.

* 3o¢ T T I FHY UIed § 3R 58 A T BT H HiE & Usguid gAue
AT o7 IRW F 37T T R

* In Riyadh, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman played a key role in facilitating the
meeting between Mr. Sharaa and Mr. Trump.

« R A, T3ET 3IRT & HI3T UF AgFAg T FAAA o7 AT ART 3R 4 goT T 95 &l
IH Tl H HgcaquT AT TS|

 With regional and international recognition, Ahmed al-Sharaa appears poised to shape Syria’s
present and future.

« T 3R FARTET AIAT & TTY, gAG AA-AURT WRAT & AT AR AfTT Fr 3R
¢l & fav dUR R@a g1

* The lifting of American sanctions opens the door for Syria to join the global economic
mainstream and attract foreign investments.

< IANHT gfaeel 1 g & WRAT A1 dfRaw afis gegurr A afAe g 3R el faaer
ITHT FIA 1 IET oAl g

* Mr. Sharaa has already invited American companies to invest in Syria’s oil and gas sectors.

« & ART F ggor & IANS Fufaat = ARET F ae R A a7 A A9y & v ARG
T g1
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» Wealthy Arab monarchies could invest in Syria’s reconstruction and business
opportunities.

- a1 3R STt AR o qafAtor 3R sArawfs sgwA F I w Fhdr g

* However, there is a question about what kind of Syria Mr. Sharaa and his fellow Islamists plan
to build.

« gTelifh, Toh HaTeT I ¢ [ A ART 3R 3% Fgareh seamarcedr fhd YR &1 Jikar
AT T8 &

* Mr. Sharaa has promised to uphold the rule of law, respect women’s rights, and protect
religious and ethnic minorities.

Y ART A FE[A FT ATHS A0 1T, Afgenn3it & ’AFRY 1 FFAET He 3N aifdiF
ST IETHEIHI hT TG A HT drel R g

* Yet, since HTS captured power, Syria has witnessed targeted violence against minority
communities.

T o, HTS & &aT 7 3 & a6 &, WRAT 7 Ireuveas WAl & Qems afera e
TS &l

* In March, hundreds of Alawites, the sect of ousted President Assad, were killed by Islamist
gunmen in the coastal Latakia region.

- AT H, [AeTer T Togufd 3G & TG HAEREH & 3] dleT SEH! SgahuTRAl GaRT
JET AfRaT 8T H AR 90

* Sectarian tensions remain high in central Syria, with frequent reports of targeted killings and
abductions.

- 7eg NN H TveiRs aaaT 37 TR W &, a7 aferd g3t 3 3rggeon fir s
RaéE 3mer g1

* Recently, Syria’s Druze minority has faced sustained attacks, with leaders calling the
violence a "genocidal campaign.”

< 8T g1 #, ARAT & gaf memg%mﬁmsﬁm FfAaT FE
w® gl

» The Kurds in the northeast demand a decentralised, democratic Syria, opposing HTS’s
centralised governance style.

- qafey # T arel Faf o dFdigd, dwdifas DRAr$r 7 & § 3 HTS & Flga arasT
el a7 faier fomarm

» The removal of sanctions and international recognition offers a historic opportunity for Mr.
Sharaa to guide Syria towards recovery and prosperity.
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- gfdeer gee 3R HAWSET AT F A Ay & foav R i gur s wgfrdr sk
o Sie 7 fARTie IRt e fhar g

» To succeed, he must first stabilise the country internally, dismantle extremist armed
groups, and adopt an inclusive constitution guaranteeing the rights of all citizens.

* HT & AT, 30¢ Igel U 1 IaARF T @ U AT g9, Icqaqardr T qopgl i
drzar g, 3R @ ARET & FAERT Y TRE A areT gANN R 9= Qe

* If not, Syria risks following the paths of Libya or Afghanistan.
- gfg T AET AT I, ar @R Y N I1 AFIRATA S ETATd AT AHAT IAT I3

HehdT &l

The yearly ‘thank you’ to nurses is not enough

[GS Paper II: Health Sector |

ay 12 has passed, an annual day where
M we honour Florence Nightingale and

celebrate the unsung heroes of health
care — nurses. We praised nurses on this day
(International Nurses Day), but the urgency to
truly empower the stars of our health-care system
quickly fades.

Nursing beyond tradition

Nurses and midwives form nearly 47% of India’s
total health workforce, yet remain
under-represented in leadership, policymaking,
and autonomous clinical roles. The perception of
nurses as being mere assistants to doctors still
prevails, limiting their potential, despite global
trends that prove otherwise. The role of Nurse
Practitioners (NPs) as independent, advanced
care providers capable of addressing health-care
gaps has been embraced in Australia, Botswana,
Brazil, South Africa, Thailand, the United
Kingdom, the United States and Zambia.

NPs are advanced practice registered nurses
(such as clinical nurse specialists, certified nurse
midwives and certified registered nurse
anaesthetists) with specialised training, usually at
the master’s level. They are certified to diagnose,
treat, and prescribe independently in many
settings. India has recognised the need for NPs,
particularly to expand health-care access in
underserved areas. The National Health Policy
2017 has acknowledged that mid-level providers,
including NPs, are crucial to primary care,
Despite the Indian Nursing Council (INC)
initiating structured NP programmes, notably the
Nurse Practitioner in Critical Care (NPCC) in 2017
and also the Nurse Practitioner in Primary Health
Care (NPPHC), integration remains slow.
Initiatives such as the NP in Midwifery
programme (2002) in West Bengal and similar
efforts in Telangana and Kerala have struggled in
the absence of a clear legal framework, defined
roles and protected titles. Although some
institutions have developed in-house training for
extended roles (stoma nurses, diabetes
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More needs to
be done in
India’s health
system so that
nurses are seen
not only as
caregivers but
also as leaders

educators, stroke nurses), these positions lack
regulatory backing and national recognition.
India’s NP education programmes are
designed to focus on advanced clinical skills,
diagnosis, treatment, limited prescribing

authority, and community engagement. However,

there are challenges, a key barrier being the
absence of a clear legal framework defining the
NP scope of practice, including prescriptive
rights. Resistance within some in the medical
community, driven by fear of losing power,
complicates integration. The curriculum
emphasises clinical skills but leaves regulatory
frameworks, licensure clarity, and career
pathways murky. Who will licence NPs? Will they
be recognised legally? Will they be absorbed into
public systems or left out? This ambiguity is not
just administrative, but is also existential for
nurses.

Lessons from Australia

The NP movement in Australia is instructive,
having begun with a clear goal to improve access
in underserved areas and provide clinical
autonomy to qualified nurses. But what made it
work was more than just policy; it was politics.
Nursing movements were part of the policy
dialogues. Legislation protected the NP title.
Licensure was formalised. Career ladders were
created. Importantly, nurse-led models such as
walk-in centres demonstrated that care does not
always need a physician’s stamp to be effective,
safe, and appreciated.

Resistance to nurse autonomy in India stems
not only from policy gaps but from entrenched
cultural, gender, and hierarchical biases that
position nurses, predominantly women, as
subordinates to doctors. This mindset influences
policy decisions, including opposition to NP roles
by the medical community, despite global
evidence of their effectiveness. There is also a
crisis in the nursing education sector due to lax
regulation and corruption. Although the National
Nursing and Midwifery Commission Act, 2023,

signals reform, its real impact remains uncertain.
Compounding these challenges is the lack of
strong, unified nursing movements, limiting the
profession’s power to engage in policy processes.

Let nurses lead

NPs are formally recognised in a number of
high-income, low- and middle-income countries.
Ironically, while Indian nurses excel abroad in NP
roles, their potential remains untapped at home.
Evidence shows NP-led care matches those with
physician outcomes, with high patient
satisfaction and lower costs. For India, adopting a
collaborative, team-based care model, where
nurses practise to their full scope, is progressive
and essential to delivering equitable and quality
health care.

Realising NP roles in India demands urgent
reforms in nursing education, regulation and
nursing leadership. This includes closing
substandard colleges, enhancing faculty
competency, bridging the theory-practice gap,
and integrating ethics and leadership, and policy
engagement components into nursing curricula.
Legal recognition of NPs, with defined licensure
and accountability, is crucial. Clear career
pathways, fair pay and advancement
opportunities must replace the stagnation in
nursing roles. Addressing the gender-based
undervaluation of nursing is also essential.
Critically, nurses must lead nursing reforms
through sustained policy engagement. Given their
lived experiences, nurses are uniquely positioned
to advocate change and challenge medical
hierarchy. To achieve this, grassroots nursing
movements that are bolstered by strategic
alliances and driven by courage, commitment,
and the capacity to speak truth to power are
needed.

A yearly “thank you” is not enough. India
needs a health system that sees nurses not just as
caregivers but also as leaders. Honouring them
means confronting hard truths about power and
privilege.
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The yearly ‘thank you’ to nurses is not enough
TET I ATATAT ‘Uegare’ =T gITod el §

-May 12 is observed annually as International Nurses Day, honoring
Florence Nightingale and celebrating the unsung heroes of healthcare
— nurses.

* 12 A% F g AT HAWRTET 7Y I & T H FAATIT AT §, STET FARE
ATsfEANe &Y FFATfad fFaT SITar § 3 TaeT a1 & 37 (e ATgH —
ST T 3cHT AATIT SATaT ¢

* Although nurses are praised on this day, the urgency to truly empower these key healthcare
workers quickly fades afterward.

« I 5 feaT w7t T giar i ST §, difthed areaa & Se¢ TRAF FeATed T ATTRIRAT STody &7
el ST Bl

Nursing beyond tradition
TIORT & IR ATHT

* Nurses and midwives make up nearly 47% of India’s total health workforce, yet they remain
under-represented in leadership, policy-making, and autonomous clinical roles.

« Xl T Frel FARLT FrATS H 78 A STSTT 19797 47% 8, T 81 I Aqgea, shfa-faaor, 3ic
I Aetfars qfAFE 7 wa gfafafcs wd §

» The perception that nurses are only assistants to doctors still prevails, limiting their potential
despite global trends proving otherwise.

« 7 &Y haer STt Y HETAF THST ST 378N off TIfore &, S 3eTehr &7 AT ol AT AT &,
STt 3Raeh Tt a8 faudia anfad #va ¥

 Countries like Australia, Botswana, Brazil, South Africa, Thailand, the UK, the US, and
Zambia have embraced Nurse Practitioners (NPs) as independent, advanced care providers
who address healthcare gaps.

- JireeforT, sicaare, sl afaor snhe, a$ds, Iamses BT, AR ik sfFear o ga
o AW HFeAX (NPs) &l TqdT, Seadd STHT TSTAT oh FT H T § S TAELY TGT T HaAT bl
R A §

* Nurse Practitioners are advanced practice registered nurses with specialized training, often

at the master’s level, certified to diagnose, treat, and prescribe independently in many
settings.
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- 1Y Yo d Feard HFew deligra ¥ gich ¢ foieTeh ure fafRIse UfRIeTor gielm 8, 7o Are
TR W, 3 3 3 8331 F Tad9 ¥ ¥ e, 399R 3K a1 ffra@s & v yarorg g &1
* India has recognized the need for NPs to expand healthcare access in underserved areas,

with the National Health Policy 2017 acknowledging mid-level providers including NPs as
crucial to primary care.

« 3RS o eqafadT &) & Tarezy ﬂT:Iquu ST o ToIT NPs & 3a28ehdT &l TR fohar &, 3R

TR TTELY A 2017 A FEI-FAAT YTA131, [T NPs T enfder 8, oy wrafds c@arer &
T 3T AT TR

* The Indian Nursing Council (INC) started structured NP programs like Nurse Practitioner in
Critical Care (NPCC) in 2017 and Nurse Practitioner in Primary Health Care (NPPHC), but
integration remains slow.

« YR AT aRwe (INC) o 2017 & 7 YfFeeerR 51 FfeFa FAT (NPCC) 3R wrafAs
AR @HT 7 7 YfFeAaT (NPPHC) S8 H1disha & fovt, aifhet so¢ Gl o annfdver shter
374y AT B

* Initiatives such as the NP in Midwifery program (2002) in West Bengal and similar efforts in
Telangana and Kerala have struggled due to lack of clear legal framework, defined roles, and
protected titles.

- gfeas S9er # fAZaEEN & NP WaIme (2002) 3R I3 J2UT T H 3T e & TATH TASE
FTefeA! are, TRHATVT AR 3R FRI&TT fyent & Al & HROT Foy A W &

» Some institutions offer in-house training for extended roles (like stoma nurses, diabetes
educators, stroke nurses), but these positions lack regulatory backing and national
recognition.

* $ TEUTET fAEATRE AR o foIw 3TcARer TRIGTOT YeTel d & (S T AT 7, srafadisr
RraTR, Tl ), et o7 Ut A s gads 3R IS Aar 77 A &1

* India’s NP education programs focus on advanced clinical skills, diagnosis, treatment,
limited prescribing authority, and community engagement.

« 7 & NP 8T FRI%H Ioaad Agifead Fierd, g, 3R, iffd gar s &1 30srR, 3%
G @ 31T T hfad &

» Challenges include the absence of a clear legal framework defining NP practice scope,
including prescriptive rights.

« AT 7 TS FIeaAY ST T 37T ATAS & ST NP & et 3R gar forma & sftsr
aR#Ed Y|
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* Resistance within parts of the medical community, fearing loss of power, complicates NP
integration.

- RfShcar THerT & $o fowdl & ATFT @l & 5T A fANY NP T A FI & 14T 3Ted ¢ |

* The curriculum emphasizes clinical skills but leaves regulatory frameworks, licensure
clarity, and career pathways unclear.

- UTGTHH AT AT W AR ST & AfheT AHF oY, ArsAfAT Tavedr, 31t FRER A6t
3FTSE BIS ST g

* Questions remain: Who will license NPs? Will they get legal recognition? Will they be
absorbed into public health systems or excluded?

. l;r%;raﬁrgtr%: NP & &hlel SISHH S3T? FAT Iog hlsfell AT [Heldl? FT 3o HIdolioleh
TATELY YUTTell & A foham STuer a7 a1gx 3@ SATwan?

* This ambiguity is not just administrative but existential for nurses.

« g JTTSCdT Shdol TATHAS 18T, dfoh 7at & Tov Afeacaara g1

Lessons from Australia

reefoaT ¥ e

* The Nurse Practitioner (NP) movement in Australia began with a clear goal to improve
access in underserved areas and to provide clinical autonomy to qualified nurses.

-yﬁ@mﬁaﬁaﬁam(NP)maﬁr@mwwa&w%mﬁaﬁ,a’raingéaﬁr
# Qa1 9§ e 3R AT TH 1 Fae AR AAFR FereT HI 2|

» The success was not only due to policy but also because of political support.

* Ug Gholdl hdd Al & HRUT 76T dTedh AT T AT & HRT T 2|

* Nursing movements were actively included in policy discussions.

o A a3t A ARG el b afsha &7 8 enfAer faam a2

* Legislation protected the NP title.
* NP 9&HATH i Flefeil FI&TOT fHel|

* Formal licensure and clear career ladders were established.

« 3o amgd AT 3R Tuse HRAT ARF s=7T 7w

* Nurse-led models like walk-in centres proved that care can be effective, safe, and
appreciated without a physician's stamp.

« -7 e I FAH-aAcfcd aTel Aol o i T foh S@atrer T, FITaTT iR TE=a &1
TehdT & T Slae & gTdTe & |
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* Resistance to nurse autonomy in India comes from policy gaps and deep-rooted cultural,
gender, and hierarchical biases.

« R H 7T T T 1 farer Aifer 7 enfAat 3 e STst areh wrepfass, e 3k gergwa
waeh qaterel ¥ 3T |

* Nurses, mostly women, are seen as subordinates to doctors, affecting policy decisions
including opposition to NP roles by the medical community.

« STET Y, ST SATETR AR &, STt F 3reNTTy AT ST &, St ey Aotat a genfag sxar g
3R Rafehcar HHErT garT NP ${fAeRI3T T faier e g

» There is a crisis in nursing education due to lax regulation and corruption.

« FAAR ATHT 3T FSeEIR & HROT AT AT F Teh Hhe |

* The National Nursing and Midwifery Commission Act, 2023 signals reform, but its real
impact is still uncertain.

- el AT 31 AsarEwd Fete AT, 2023 FUR 71 F6d & §, dfde saeT aedfas
et 37efY AT B

* A lack of strong, unified nursing movements limits the profession’s ability to influence policy.

* HST, Tehrehel FATEAT JHicTeleil chT et URY &l el TeTey T &THAT T AT el ¢ |

Let nurses lead
THT Y AT T §

* NPs are formally recognized in many high-income, low- and middle-income countries.

« NP & %3 39 31, fAeer 3 #aegs 3my arer 2t 7 g 9 & Awzar fFeh g

* Ironically, Indian nurses excel in NP roles abroad but remain untapped in India.
- TSt 718 & T 1R ¢ Taeeil & NP s{fAer13il & Scgpse &, ofehet TR # 3e7ehy Harraaird
HFA @ S & |

* Evidence shows NP-led care achieves outcomes similar to physicians, with high patient
satisfaction and lower costs.

« Fed fe@rd & foh NP-aiqjea arell c@sirer fafehcdent & T@T aRom &t &, foraed = (eh wqfee
3R FoF weTe gieh B

* India needs a collaborative, team-based care model where nurses practice to their full
scope to provide equitable and quality health care.

« TR T U HEAWNcAS, EA-ITUTRA T@HTS ATSel T ITTLTRAT § STt 34 31T I 8771 &
HIA &Y dTfeh FAT IR I[oTaar arelt TqeT JaT (A T |
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* Realizing NP roles in India requires urgent reforms in nursing education, regulation, and
leadership.

* 9T F NP S{fAPI3T bl AR et o Terw aAffer frewr, fargsrer, 3k sqed & i Guw 3mawas
gl

* Reforms include closing substandard colleges, enhancing faculty competency, bridging the
theory-practice gap, and integrating ethics, leadership, and policy engagement into
curricula.

» GUR 7 IUOICHS Hictsll 1 9g HT, haed! I GaTaT 9611, FAGUTT-SIaeR e’ I e,
3R areTsmA # A, Aqea AR Afwmar @ e Her arffe g

* Legal recognition of NPs with defined licensure and accountability is crucial.

» TR ASATATT 3N STATEREY & A1 NPs T FHlefell AT I Hged Ol &

* Clear career pathways, fair pay, and advancement opportunities must replace stagnation in
nursing roles.

« ATEIT AT F SET Y T TISC FRAT AT, 3R das1, 3R 311 & 3181 g1 wnfew

» Addressing the gender-based undervaluation of nursing is essential.

» AT & wfcy fofer menfer srasEaT T G FAT 3MaRTH ¢

* Nurses must lead nursing reforms through sustained policy engagement.

» T T R Aifer Tam$ & AT § Afr YURT 7 Aqeqd F afev|

* Nurses’ lived experiences uniquely position them to advocate change and challenge medical
hierarchy.

- 1T & arEdtae THa 3¢ TR B B FE 3R RfFAT vergsha # goldl & & faw
fafrse Rufa & w@a g

+ Grassroots nursing movements, supported by strategic alliances and driven by courage,
commitment, and truth-speaking, are needed.

« WA TTaals & FARNG, Agd, Sfadeydr 3R awars o @ 9, Sl Fav & afder
HIETT HTGTH g |

* A yearly “thank you” is not enough; India needs a health system that sees nurses not just as
caregivers but as leaders.

« GTATT Ueh "UoIdle” YT o1eT & AR ! Ueh VT TITELY JUTT! ITTRT St AGT o & S@srer
F dTol TeT dTeeh oidT & &9 H Q|

* Honoring nurses means confronting hard truths about power and privilege.

« 7T ST TFATT et T A ¢ ATFd AR AR & FST TTarsai FH AT |
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Does Article 21 include right to digital access?
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What approach does the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016 take? Why do banks and other financial and government institutions mandate

collecting KYC details? How does the current digital KYC framework exclude visually impaired individuals and acid attack survivors?

S Paper Il Fundamental Rights

XPLAINER

Kartikey Si

The story so far:
n April 30, the Supreme Court
(SC) directed revisions to
Know-Your-Customer (KYC)
digital norms to ensure
accessibility for ‘persons with disabilities
(PwD), reinterpreting Article 21 of the
Constitution to encompass the ‘right to
digital access’.

What laws safeguard rights of PwD?
The Constitution, through its Preamble,
Fundamental Rights, and Directive
Principles, alongside disability statutes,
obligates the state to adapt laws, policies,
and infrastructure which allow PwDs to
exercise their rights on par with others.
Advancing these guarantees and giving
effect to the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), India
enacted the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016, which
adopted a ‘social-barrier’ approach that
defines disability as arising from
impairments, along with physical,
mental, intellectual, social, and
psycho-social obstacles which make full
participation in society difficult.
Crucially, Section 42 of the RPwD Act,
2016, mandates ‘government measures’ to
ensure that all audio, print, and electronic
media are accessible; that electronic
media includes audio description,
sign-language interpretation, and
captions; and that everyday electronic
goods and equipment follow
‘universal-design’ principles.

Are KYC details mandatory?

To curb illegal finance and money
laundering, the Prevention of
Money-laundering Act, 2002 (and its 2005
Rules) mandates every bank and financial
institution to verify client identities,
maintain comprehensive records, and
report relevant information to the
Financial Intelligence Unit. Consequently,

digital KYC verification has become
indispensable for a wide range of essential
services — from opening a bank, demat or
trading account to accessing SIM cards,
pension schemes or insurance policies. It
also unlocks government benefits — from
national scholarships to Aadhaar-linked
‘direct benefit transfers’.

Building on this mandate, the RBI's
2016 Master Direction on Know Your
Customer (KYC) rules prescribe a
Customer Due Diligence (CDD) framework
and, via Clause 18, introduces
Video-based Customer Identification
Process (V-CIP), enabling remote
customer verification through secure,
real-time video interaction. Customers
can prove their identity online by clicking
a selfie; signing on a paper physically or
digitally; printing and rescanning, or
clicking a photo of the filled-in form;
verifying OTPs in 30 seconds; and reading

GETTY IMAGES
arandom code flashed on the screen.

How does it affect PwDs?

burns — and individuals with complete
blindness or low vision — have filed writ
petitions seeking directions to
respondents, including RBI, the
Department of Telecommunications and
SEBI, to devise alternative digital KYC,
e-KYC and video-KYC methods to make
remote identity checks inclusive for all
PwDs as they face significant hurdles
under the current framework.

Currently, each ‘regulated entity” has
to devise its own tests. Methods such as
eye-blinking, reading a flashing code, or
writing it down and taking a selfie exclude
blind users. Despite clear mandates in the
2021 and 2022 Information and
Communication Technology (ICT)

Standards, most KYC apps
sites flout them — there is no
screen-reader prompt for camera
alignment, no audio cues for lighting or
focus, and no way to differentiate
document sides during upload.
Additionally, thumb impressions,
commonly used by visually impaired
users, are not accepted as valid
signatures, nor are PAN cards issued with
them. Aadhaar-based biometric systems
worsen the exclusion. Scanners and
interfaces lack basic ‘accessibility”
features such as ‘text-to-speech’ or
‘self-verification’. As a result, blind
applicants are frequently asked to appear
in person or are rejected on vague
technical grounds. The RBI's Master
Directions also bar any form of
‘prompting’ during KYC verification,
leaving users without assistance.

How has the SC intervened?

The SC has consistently held that
accessibility for PwDs is a ‘constitutional
imperative’. In Rajive Raturi versus Union
of India (2024), it ruled that ‘accessibility’
is central to the right to life, dignity, and
freedom of movement under Article 21.
During the COVID-19 vaccination drive,
the court emphasised that digital
registration must be fully accessible to
prevent exclusion. In the instant case, the
top court held that ‘digital barriers’
blatantly violate the rights of PwD under
the UNCRPD and India’s disability laws.
Anchoring its judgment in the principle of
‘substantive equality’, it directed that
digital KYC guidelines be revised with
“accessibility” at their core. It flagged that
the digital divide affects not just PwDs,
but rural users, senior citizens, the
economically disadvantaged, and
linguistic minorities.

Relying on Articles 14, 15, 21, and 38,
the court affirmed that ‘digital access’ is
inseparable from the ‘right to life and
liberty’. It mandated the state to ensure
that all digital infrastructure is accessible,
especially for marginalised communities.

Kartikey Singh is a lawyer based in New
Delhi.

Right to Digital Access under Article 21
HTedE 21 F 3add Bfoes 15T #1 3R

THE GI

v

To curb illegal finance and
money laundering, the
Prevention of
Money-laundering Act, 2002
(and its 2005 Rules) mandates
every bank and financial
institution to verify client
identities, maintain
comprehensive records, and
report relevant information to

the Financial Intelligence Unit.

v

Methods such as eye-blinking,
reading a flashing code, or
writing it down and taking a
selfie exclude blind users.

v

The SC has consistently held
that accessibility for PwDs is a
‘constitutional imperative’.

« On April 30, the Supreme Court directed a revision of digital Know
Your Customer (KYC) norms to ensure accessibility for persons with
disabilities (PwD).

* 30 I I FTHA FIE A Rsvernar safFeat (PwD) F faw vgw gafaa w1
eq BfSree KYC st 7 waerer &t fader fam

» The Court reinterpreted Article 21 of the Constitution to include the right to digital access.

* ST = Hepede 21 Y AT fBforee qga & AR o 8l nfAer i g
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Legal Safeguards for Persons with Disabilities (PwD)

e safFaat (PwD) & fore Fegsit wator

» The Constitution (through the Preamble, Fundamental Rights, and Directive Principles)
and specific disability laws obligate the state to create inclusive laws and infrastructure for
PwDs.

» AT (SETasTT, HeT USRI 3R AT g2 ffeurdr & Aregs @) 3K faRIy AT
FI T T PwD & forT FATaRl shisfet 3R & deret & forw areg v g

* India enacted the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016 to implement the
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD).

« R o Rererer safdaat ¥ fewr srffaae, 2016 (RPwD Act) &I §g#d Teg fsarerar
&R @ (UNCRPD) & @riieaaeT g @] forarl

» The RPwD Act adopts a “social-barrier” approach where disability is not just medical, but
also caused by physical, mental, intellectual, social, and psycho-social barriers.

» RPWD 31T T " arifara-arem gfeeIor 1911 &, STel fasheliardl shael faIfhedT el
afce AR, AR, sigfts, arnfos ik war-aenfore arensit & wror o A S B

* Section 42 of the Act mandates government measures to make audio, print, and
electronic media accessible.

» HTRTTH T URT 42 THR I 3T 2A, Be 3R gareifas MFAT 1 gorst s=ra & fov surr
T T fAcer S &

* It also requires electronic media to include audio description, sign-language
interpretation, and captions, and mandates universal-design in electronic goods.

« g Folaeiiarn H3AT 7 ATfEAT Rawor, Aishfas HeT Y sarEar 3 e & enfie e aur
st goaeied 3cural # Ifaawe e &1 3ifard sarar g

Are KYC Details Mandatory?
FT KYC favor sifear g2

» To prevent illegal finance and money laundering, the Prevention of Money-laundering
Act, 2002, and its 2005 Rules make it mandatory for banks and financial institutions to verify
client identities.

« 31d%r fa 3 A=Y Aifeger & U & forw, yerenersr aror srf@fAwe, 2002 317 38 2005
forgar, Jort 3R T GEUT=T Y ATk UgaTe TATd e fAary 941 &

* These institutions must maintain comprehensive records and report them to the Financial
Intelligence Unit.
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* Sof HEATHAT 1 SATIF RFIS T W@t 3N 306 Fareitr GREAT 31§ 1 RAIE Tel T 3Taregehan
g gl

* Digital KYC has become essential for accessing services like bank accounts, demat/trading
accounts, SIM cards, pensions, and insurance policies.

- BfSrea KYC dansit sk o I @re, ez far arar, R ¢, derer 3k o ot oo og
& ToIT 3MaeTeh g1 AT &

* It is also necessary for government benefits such as national scholarships and Aadhaar-
linked Direct Benefit Transfers (DBTS).

« Ig TSET ST 3N TR { I TeT&T AT 0T (DB T) SHET FIHRY WTeT Arerannait & forw off
GG g |

Digital KYC and RBI Framework
feforee KYC 3kt 3Eisms s

* The RBI’'s 2016 Master Direction on KYC outlines a Customer Due Diligence (CDD)
framework.

* HREIATE F 2016 AR A Teh ATEF TAhdT (CDD) T T FORGT TEJ T il & |

* Clause 18 of these rules introduces the Video-based Customer Identification Process (V-
CIP), allowing remote verification through real-time secure video.

« 31 forg@T 1 4T 18 AT smenfa amge wgatet 9HHAT (V-CIP) T e31Td & 8, it faer-
TS GRATT A & AeTH T o1&y A= I ITAT Sl B

* Customers must complete steps such as:

— Clicking a selfie

— Signing on paper (physically or digitally)

— Printing, rescanning, or photographing the filled form
— Verifying OTPs within 30 seconds

— Reading arandom code flashed on screen

« IMgeht ol fAFATI T TR &Y G AT Bl &
— QoY [Fad FIaT

— FTITST IR gEATER =T ($iifas a1 Bfoea &9 @)
—ﬂ%g@mﬁ#aﬁfﬁ’z,ﬂﬁﬁrmqﬁmm

— 30 ¥F3 F AR OTP T HIAT

— ThIA UX el fhT 91T 37 *I Y Ugar
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How the Current Digital KYC Excludes Certain PwDs
& gdnTe Bfree KYC Fo e safaaal wt apy Far e

» These steps are often inaccessible to individuals who are visually impaired or acid attack
survivors with facial disfigurements.

« Y GIShTTT 3FAT 3T Tl o ToIT YT Bl & ST GOegIeT ¢ I7 doTe goa & dIfSe § Toletent

AT faehe 81 bl &

* Facial recognition and selfie verification exclude many PwDs from accessing essential
financial and government services.

« g A g 3R AP TATIT T3 [Farelier SafFaat i 3maeaes T 31k TRy Farst @
dRa I gl

» The Supreme Court’s directive aims to remove these digital barriers and ensure equal
digital access for all.

» G HIE 7 T feier gat BfSree aremsit 1 gem IR @ & forw gormer Rives wgw glakeaa
FA T YA ¢

Impact on Persons with Disabilities (PwDs)

e safFaaY (PwDs) v w8iTE

* Acid-attack survivors with permanent facial disfigurement and severe eye burns, along
with individuals with complete blindness or low vision, have filed writ petitions seeking
directions for alternative KYC methods.

* TIoTTS §oel oh NS fSieTeh D o Furl faspfar 31k a7sfiv amat i srerer &, T & o ®or &
ATENT AT FH gfSe dTel TN o dehfedes KYC alienl & foT anfaehr graw &1 &

* Petitions target RBI, the Department of Telecommunications, and SEBI, urging them to
create inclusive digital KYC, e-KYC, and video-KYC methods.

- AT R Rerd d (RBI), graar fsmer, 31k SEBI T oleT FeT gU Bree KYC, §-
KYC 3k fifFA-K YC = Al ga1er it A9 FT T 8

» Current KYC frameworks pose significant challenges to PwDs. Each regulated entity
creates its own tests, like eye-blinking, reading or writing a flashing code, and taking a selfie,
which exclude blind users.

« IIATA KYC &I PwDs & oIt 3730 STITT 3ot X £ | Tcdeh afd 31§ 3190 T &1
qreTT fAfT ST & S [ Ieieh ST9ah1=T, F1 g1 AT far@ar, 311 dehr a1, o AT
SYARTHATIHT Y TR FI AT &1

* Despite 2021 and 2022 ICT Accessibility Standards, most KYC apps and websites violate
them — no screen-reader prompt, no audio cues for camera lighting or focus, and no
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document-side guidance during uploads.

« 2021 31X 2022 #¥ ICT vFafAfAfAE T58q & arasg, 3T KYC U9 3 dqarse 3aem
oot Al § — ThIT-sT T&d 781 a1, FF HI AT a1 BreE F AT A g&a 78, 3k
39S & ST SEATAST Y fE2AT AT aTelT FIE Thed sTeT g

* Thumb impressions, commonly used by visually impaired users, are not accepted as valid
signatures, and PAN cards are not issued with them.

- gfeeaTftra IUANTFAT3t ZaRT IMAGR T ITANT Y AT qTell IS Y BIT 1 AT FEART & &I
H TR o8 fohar ST, 3R 39 ary 4 #1é Sy S8 [Fe S|

* Aadhaar-based biometric systems worsen exclusion. Devices lack text-to-speech or self-
verification features.

« HTUR-3MUTR IrAATEF gommelt sfgsehor i 3R aoT el &1 STl H TFre-g-FdrT a7 Fa-gfee
ST giaed et gieh &

« Blind applicants are often asked to appear in person or are rejected due to technical
reasons.

» TGN TAGHT T HFER TF ITRYA 8lot 1 gl ST & AT AFaiteh HROIT { 37 IFdIFa X
fear Srar g

* RBI’'s Master Directions prohibit any form of prompting during KYC, leaving PwDs without
assistance.

« RBI & ATE fa&e 7 KYC & 1 frdl) off UohR & Hahd 3o WX U &, Tor@d PwDs ! @1l
CHRCERIGH

Supreme Court's Intervention

FHH FIE FT gEIAT
» The Supreme Court has held that accessibility is a constitutional imperative for PwDs.

- AT FIE A AT § o PwDs & fow Gersrar veh wdenfas srfaardar g

* In Rajive Raturi vs Union of India (2024), the Court ruled that accessibility is vital to Article
21 rights — life, dignity, and freedom of movement.

» AT Tl T R G (2024) H 3HeTord o e &2 & Ireqedq 21 & dgd sitder, IRaAT 3K
arfareferar Sy Fadaar & TAHRT & VT ForsTel el 3T &

* During the COVID-19 vaccination drive, the Court emphasized that digital registration must
be fully accessible to avoid exclusion.

- FI3-19 EFTHTor HAATT & SRTeT, 3T 7 g SR T T FBforeer wahteror ¥ o geror
BT TITRT Arfeh fordl ot STy o foham S|
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* In this case, the Court ruled that digital barriers violate rights under the UNCRPD and India’s
disability laws.

* SH HATHS H, 3eTerd o gl f& Bforeer 3raier UNCRPD 31 1R & feamerar el & dgd
HTUFHRT T Ieeiaed A 2

» The judgment was based on ‘substantive equality’, and it directed that digital KYC guidelines
must be revised with accessibility as their core principle.

- I foTe #Aifes wwrear & fRcuia W 3maRd a1 3R 3ered a der fear i fsfoea ke
feenfadell sl gersrar &1 & YR Feirey GRS forar sre|

» The Court noted that digital exclusion affects not only PwDs, but also rural users, senior
citizens, the economically weaker sections, and linguistic minorities.

« 3ETold & Ig Y el T Rfored IfRSHI0T o7 hidel PwDs &1 Sfcsh AT 3qderFansit, akss
AR, 3RF T @ FAAR FaT, 311 4TS sreqaegs! o1 off genfaa Har &

* Referring to Articles 14, 15, 21, and 38, the Court affirmed that digital access is inseparable
from the right to life and liberty.

* 3[R 14, 15, 21 3R 38 HT §aTel & §V, 31eTeld =1 el & Bfores ggar shaet 3k Fadaar &
AR T 376197 SIET T ST TAhelT|

» The Court mandated the state to ensure all digital infrastructure is accessible, especially for
marginalised communities.

* JeTerd A Ty 1 A& e fo ag weft fBforeer srawvaen &1 fadwet g1flre o 93 wopert &
forw gerer s |
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Should NOTA be included in
all elections compulsorily?

When was NOTA first introduced? What is the Election Commission’s position on NOTA?

Sanjay Kumar

The story so far:
ecently, the Vidhi Centre for
Legal Policy filed a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) for
including NOTA as an option
compulsorily in every election, even if
there is only one single candidate.

When was NOTA introduced?

NOTA or the ‘None of the Above’ option
was introduced in Indian elections for the
first time in 2013 on the PIL filed by the
People’s Union for Civil Liberties which
sought a mechanism to “recognise the
right of a voter not to vote, but still the
secrecy of his having not voted is not
maintained in its implementation...”

Is NOTA relevant in Indian elections?
Itis true that not many voters have opted
for NOTA during the last national election
and the other subsequent State-level

elections. However, not holding an
election in a constituency because there is
only one candidate, would mean denying
voters the chance of expressing their
opinion (through NOTA) against that
single candidate who will anyhow get
elected unopposed. The Election
Commission (EC) has argued against
NOTA stating that it has not brought in the
desired results as not many voters have
opted for NOTA in past elections. But one
should not forget that NOTA is a way
through which our electoral system can
become more responsive to people.

‘What is the EC’s argument?

The EC is completely opposed to the idea
of making NOTA a compulsory option in
all constituencies even if there is only one
candidate contesting the election. The
Election Commission presented data that
in all the Lok Sabha elections held since
1971, there have been only six
uncontested elections. Another data point

cited by the EC was that since 1952, there
have been only nine cases of candidates
getting elected unopposed. The EC’s
lawyer said that, “the chance of election
being uncontested has become a rarity
which is also proven by statistical data;
hence Supreme Court should not even
entertain such a PIL”. They went on to
argue that “treating NOTA as mandatorily
contesting candidate in all direct
uncontested elections does not find a
place in the statues and same would
require legislative amendments in the
provisions of Representation of the
People Act 1951, and the conduct of
Election Rules 1961".

Since it is such a rarity, the EC should
not have its hands full. If the EC can
conduct elections in such a large number
of constituencies given its resources,
holding elections in constituencies, with a
NOTA option, even if there is only one
candidate, should not amount to a lot of
additional work.

Are NOTA voters a minority?

It is true that looking in terms of per cent
only little more than 1% of voters, voted
for NOTA in the three Lok Sabha elections
(2014, 2019 and 2024) held since NOTA
was introduced. But given the size of the
electorate in one Parliamentary
constituency, each having on an average
about 25 lakh voters, even these numbers
are not small. There are many State
assembly elections where little more than
1% opted for NOTA over the last decade,
the highest being in Bihar with 2.48%
during the 2015 Assembly election,
followed by Gujarat with 1.8% during the
2017 Assembly elections. If one looks at
the NOTA votes over the years in different
States, one sees that it was slightly higher
in the very first election held in the State
after NOTA was introduced but declined
in subsequent elections, although the
trend is not linear.

What next?
Some reforms are needed. One can be by
fixing the minimum per cent of votes to
be polled by the candidate as a
benchmark for getting elected depending
upon the size of the constituency. The
other method could be by giving
legitimacy to NOTA votes and voters, by
making a provision for re-election if
certain percentage of voters opt for NOTA
in an election.

Sanjay Kumar is Professor and
Co-director Lokniti-CSDS.

THE GIST

-

NQTA or the ‘None of the
Above’ option was introduced
in Indian elections for the first
timein 2013.

-

The EC is completely opposed
to the idea of making NOTA a
compulsory option in all
constituencies even if there is
only one candidate contesting
the election

v

Itis true that looking in terms
of per cent only little more
than 1% of voters, voted for
NOTA in the three Lok Sabha
elections (2014, 2019 and 2024)
held since NOTA was
introduced.

Should NOTA be included in all elections compulsorily?

FIT NOTA &t w8ft Foral & srfovard w7 @ enfdrer fFar smam anfge?

* Recent PIL by Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy
* Recently, the Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy filed a Public Interest Litigation (PIL)

demanding that NOTA should be compulsorily included in every election, even if there is only
one candidate.

- BTl &1 & faftr dex Biv offerer gt & U Saifed AR (PIL) ST &, fSge |i9r i 718 6
NOTA &I & Ioird # iferardt T & enfAer f3har 5w, 1ol € @@l ool v €t 3FHlgan 8|

* NOTA (None of the Above) was introduced in Indian elections in 2013 following a PIL by
the People’s Union for Civil Liberties.

* NOTA (3o / #I$ a1g1) &l 2013 H #R & FoAral 7 enfAer foham aram o, S fos digew gfaaer

B fafarer forardisr qarr g veh PIL & dTe g31m ol

* The PIL sought a mechanism to recognise the right of a voter not to vote, while still
maintaining secrecy.

« ITTIeRT H Teh U dF T ART 6T 315 A THTS ATETAT HT AdGTT of $e HT ATAHR A=IT Jred
Y 3R MahTar =i ©@

Is NOTA relevant in Indian elections?

FIT NOTA #RAT garal # wra s 82
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* Though few voters have opted for NOTA in national and state elections, it gives voters the
chance to express disapproval, especially in single-candidate elections.

- gTelifeh ISET I AT FATal & H3T AAGTATHT =7 NOTA 1 o1 8, T 8 g ATeTanait
AP s FIA T T T 8, TAATRT THAT 3FAIGAR dTed FoATal A |

» The Election Commission (EC) has argued that NOTA has not achieved the desired
impact, as very few voters have chosen it.

+ fraTareT AT (EC) T T © foh NOTA &1 3df@TeT WsiTa =7¢ STl ¢ Filfoh Sgcl el Acaresi
ST 39197 fham &

* Despite this, NOTA serves as a tool to make the electoral system more accountable to
public opinion.

» $H STds[G, NOTA AR TATdY JUTTel I StaTdT AT T & gy 31f+ srameee 5o &1 0
ELCU RS

What is the EC’s argument?
EC &T d% Fa18?

* The EC opposes making NOTA compulsory in constituencies with only one candidate.

« EC &7 faRier § 7 5787 haot Uah 3#HIgar &, 381 NOTA & rfaard fomar sio)

+ Since 1971, only six uncontested elections occurred in Lok Sabha polls, and only nine
such cases since 1952.

+ 1971 W 379 Teh SIhAHT IeATal 3 el 6 AT IaATa g & AR 1952 A 319 Teh hfel 9 ATH@N
¥ 3FAGaR fAfaty g+ a1 )

* The EC argued that making NOTA compulsory in such cases would require amendments to
the Representation of the People Act, 1951 and the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961.

« EC %7 % & o & A1ecll & NOTA &l Hfaard a1 stawfafaftres srfafaer, 1951 3Rk gome
TEROT A, 1961 F HAYLT T HT |

 According to the EC, since uncontested elections are rare, it is unnecessary to make
legislative changes for such exceptional situations.

» EC & 318, Tifeh fafdRier geirar age geisr 810 €, sufaiv 5@ e 1 3rvare Rufaai & fow
FIeTeA TG AT HATIRTH &

» Critics argue that if the EC can manage elections in thousands of constituencies, it can also
manage NOTA-based elections in the rare cases of uncontested polls.

 3Telrerent T oieh & T Ffe EC goTRT 131 & FeTa ear Fehell 8, Al a8 NOTA TR FeAral ohr ot
TeEIeT Y Hehell &, 87el &1 I geldT &l
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Are NOTA voters a minority?
T NOTA AT AeTHETF 872

* In 2014, 2019, and 2024 Lok Sabha elections, only slightly more than 1% of voters chose
NOTA.

+ 2014, 2019 3R 2024 F ANFHHT TATaT 7 haol 41 ¥ HTAF 1% AFTATHT & NOTA HY =T

* In a Parliamentary constituency with about 25 lakh voters, even 1% NOTA votes represent a
large number.

« U THET 81T H STgT oI9T879T 25 AT AdSTdT 81t &, d8f 1% NOTA aie 8ff Ush a8Y T&am i g2
gl

- State-level data on NOTA
* In Bihar, NOTA reached 2.48% in the 2015 Assembly elections, and in Gujarat, it was 1.8%
in 2017.

» f9ER 3 2015 & fuTer@sim oamal 7 NOTA 2.48% Toh TgdT 3R eI ¥ 2017 H g 1.8% |

» Generally, the NOTA share was slightly higher in the first election after its introduction in a
state and declined in later elections, though not in a linear pattern.

* JTHAN WX, FRET ToT H NOTA T JiIerd Uga gara & 4137 37f8e gien § 31N a1g & gomar 7
&, glellich Ig AT ygfer 7187 &

What next?
319 3T FA1?

» One proposed reform is to fix a minimum percentage of votes that a candidate must get to
be declared elected, depending on the constituency’s size.

* Ueh Y& YR I8 & o 3FAear & faTaer &9 & 3R & MR W TF wgAdH qfaerd are
a3 foham ST, TS Sidet & T 31maedes AT Sv|

» Another suggestion is to give legal recognition to NOTA, and hold re-elections if a certain
percentage of voters opt for NOTA.

- T 3R gerd Ig § o NOTA &t e ategran &1 5w 3R afe freiRe gfdera #cerdr NOTA &t
oA, ol YoT: AT T ST
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Account Aggregators: Blueprint for
consent managers under the DPDP Act

With the passage of the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023, and the release of the Draft DPDP Rules, 2025, the time is right to expand
the Account Aggregator framework to a broader data governance ecosystem by introducing Consent Managers (CMs)

[GS Paper Ii: Governance

]

NEWS ANALYSIS

B.G. Mahesh
Pranav Narain

ndia’s pioneering Ac-
l count Aggregator (AA)

framework has already
demonstrated the transfor-
mative potential of consent-
driven data-sharing in the fi-
nancial sector. With the pas-
sage of the Digital Personal
Data Protection (DPDP) Act,
2023, and the release of the
Draft DPDP Rules, 2025, the
time is right to expand the
AA framework to a broader
data governance ecosystem
by introducing Consent
Managers (CMs).

CMs are envisaged as ac-
cessible, transparent, and
interoperable  platforms
that act as a single point of
contact for Data Principals
(individuals) to give, man-
age, review, and withdraw
their consents across a
range of Data Fiduciaries.

Drawing on our learnings
from the AA ecosystem, we
believe a collaborative and
interoperable approach is
required while designing
and operationalising the
consent manager frame-
work under the DPDP Act.

AA framework

The Account Aggregator
(AA) framework is a multi-
regulatory initiative led by
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SE-
BI), Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority

New normal: The Draft DPDP Rules, 2025 outline various
obligations and activities of consent managers. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

of India (IRDAI), Pension
Fund Regulatory and Deve-
lopment Authority
(PFRDA), and the Ministry
of Finance. Operationalised
through the RBI's NBFC-AA
Master Directions in 2016,
this framework empowers
individuals to provide, re-
view, manage, and with-
draw consent for sharing
their financial data.

AAs enable the secure
and realtime management
of consents for financial in-
formation — which includes
banking, lending, invest-
ment, pension, and tax data
- and, consequently, the
flow of such financial infor-
mation directly from source
systems

Financial institutions can
access this machine-reada-
ble, consent-based data,
enabling greater efficiency,

ee

Under the [DPDP] Act,
consent managers act as
intermediaries through
which data principals
can give, review,
manage, and withdraw
consent for sharing
their data with

the data fiduciaries

productivity, and innova-
tion in delivering customer-
centric financial services.
Today, the AA ecosystem
operates at a population
scale and continues to grow
in adoption and utility. The
Digital Personal Data Pro-
tection (DPDP) Act, 2023, si-
milarly envisages a consent-
manager-led data gover-

nance framework. Under
the Act, CMs act as interme-
diaries through which data
principals — the individuals
to whom the data relates —
can give, review, manage,
and withdraw consent for
sharing their data with data
fiduciaries.

The techno-legal archi-
tecture of the consent man-
ager regime aligns closely
with the AA model, rein-
forcing the primacy of expli-
cit and informed consent.

Like AAs, consent man-
agers under the DPDP Act
play a critical role in facili-
tating secure, controlled,
and user-centric consent
management and data flows
across sectors - from
healthcare and education to
digital commerce and
employment.

Need to reconcile

The recently released Draft
DPDP Rules, 2025 outline
the registration process,
obligations, and permitted
activities of consent manag-
ers. The Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) has
made laudable efforts to
clarify the registration and
other obligations of consent
managers.

Given the significant
structural alignment bet-
ween the AA and CM frame-
works and their shared
commitment to user empo-
werment and consent-
based data-sharing, we have
proposed a few revisions to
the Draft Rules, which
would help provide clarity

and ensure the continuity of
existing sector-specific regu-
latory frameworks, and ena-
ble the effective implemen-
tation of the CM framework
under the DPDP Act
(DPDPA).

1. Mandatory Registra-
tion with the Data Protec-
tion Board (DPB): Entities
seeking to operate as con-
sent managers under the
DPDP regime must be man-
datorily registered with the
DPB. This ensures accoun-
tability,  standardization,
and alignment with the reg-
ulatory framework.

2. Enable Sector-Specific
Consent Managers: The
DPB should allow for the re-
gistration of sector-specific
consent managers, provid-
ed they operate on com-
mon, interoperable APIs
and technical specifications
as prescribed. This supports
innovation while maintain-
ing interoperability and
compliance.

For example, in addition
to the AA ecosystem already
operating at scale, the Fi-
nancial Health Records
(FHR) framework, under
the National Health Authori-
ty (NHA), is also in ad-
vanced stages of develop-
ment with a comprehensive
consent management sys-
tem and health data sche-
ma. Our feedback to MeitY
proposes allowing the regis-
tration of such sector-specif-
ic consent managers as con-
sent managers under the
DPDPA. This would ensure
that existing regulatory fra-
meworks are empowered

and remain accountable un-
der the DPDP regime.

3. Allow Commercial Ar-
rangements with Data Fidu-
ciaries: To ensure the
healthy adoption and sus-
tainable growth of an eco-
system of consent manag-
ers, they should be
permitted to structure their
business models around va-
lid commercial agreements
with data fiduciaries.

While consent managers
must continue to operate in
a fiduciary capacity in rela-
tion to data principals, as re-
quired under the Draft
DPDP Rules, such commer-
cial arrangements, in and of
themselves, should not be
treated as a conflict of inter-
est, as long as they do not
compromise user consent
and data protection.

Call for synergy

We advocate for a collabora-
tive approach that leverages
the maturity and operation-
al insights of the AA ecosys-
tem to inform the roll-out of
the consent manager frame-
work under the DPDP Act.

Rather than building
overlapping regulatory ar-
chitectures, India now has
the opportunity to unify its
consent-based data-sharing
infrastructure, ensuring in-
teroperability, eliminating
redundancies, and laying
the foundation for a future-
ready, user-centric data go-
vernance regime.

(B.G. Mahesh is the CEO of
Sahamati, and Pranav Na-
rain is the Legal Counsel at
Sahamati)

Account Aggregators: Blueprint for Consent Managers under
the DPDP Act

GTdT Ghds: 3oed saf@derda e axaror rffawes (DPDP) &
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ded HgHAfd Yt & fav @renr

» With the passage of the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023, and the
release of the Draft DPDP Rules, 2025, it is the right time to expand the Account Aggregator
(AA) framework into a broader data governance ecosystem through Consent Managers
(CMs).

- BfSrea safFaera 3er wator (DPDP) 3fafA™#, 2023 & 91iRd glet 3ik DPDP 31we fagaT, 2025
& SR @Y oh T, Tl Hheld (AA) T BT 3T et qIRfPufadr a7 7 wgafa gl (CMs) &
HIETH U TIEATRT FeT &7 I TET AT B

* India’s Account Aggregator (AA) framework has already demonstrated the transformative
potential of consent-driven data sharing in the financial sector.

« AR & WTdT Ghodsh (AA) G =T Tgol &1 T &1 7 gAfa 3marRa SeT Arsimehor $r
TRAATHRY &THAT TG 2T T & |

» Consent Managers (CMs) are envisioned as accessible, transparent, and interoperable
platforms through which Data Principals (individuals) can give, manage, review, and
withdraw their consents across various Data Fiduciaries.

» AT yaert (CMs) T gerer, TRt 3R ra-FamaeiT #al & §9 7 q@r 3131 8, foere AregA
8 32T yHE (cufed) faffiesT 3e1 it & T e wgafaal # yearr, yafta, gefer 3k aow
& T B

* The consent manager framework under DPDP must be designed with a collaborative and
interoperable approach, similar to that of the AA ecosystem.

» DPDP & T&d HEATd Yatieh 3 &l HgANIcH® AR Hal-HaTerai gioeahIor & A1y 3mset
forar e TR, ot fon AA aiPufadht a3 & forar s g

« Overview of the AA Framework

o AA I FT AddlheT

» The Account Aggregator (AA) framework is a multi-regulatory initiative led by RBI, SEBI,
IRDAI, PFRDA, and the Ministry of Finance.

* @1 Heheldh (AA) ST U Tg-faamae 98 el ¢ f5147 RBI, SEBI, IRDAI, PFRDA 31K faw #srera
CaRT HATTeId fohdlT SITelT &

* It was made operational through RBI’s NBFC-AA Master Directions in 2016.
+ 38 2016 # RBI T NBFC-AA ATFeX fadait & #AreasT & fohamefrer fonar arar 2|

» This framework empowers individuals to provide, review, manage, and withdraw their
consent for sharing financial data.

« Ig AT gl o AT 32T T18T il & TIU 31U HeATa 3o, WHlel iy, Jafd w3t 3K
AT et o TIT GRrerd §elrelm B
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* AAs enable secure and real-time management of consents related to financial information,
including banking, lending, investment, pension, and tax data.

« AA 3T, 3amd, frder, deret 3R F 3 Afta R St & foe i sk areafds ao
A geAfa yae« S Je7H7 a2 |
« Data flows directly from source systems in a machine-readable and consent-based format.

- 327 A Rvera ¥ O Aelia-gaiy 3k geafa-amenfa ure # yarfed alar &1

* Financial institutions access efficient, productive, and innovative data for delivering
customer-centric financial services.

- iy STeT aime- ke Tl @aTe vere e & T e, seures 3 sarary SeT & s
FL TP

* The AA ecosystem has scaled up to reach the population level and is continuously growing
in adoption and utility.

< AA Wﬁ@ﬁﬁéﬁﬁm&@e«ﬂqgu geh! & 3R 58 et 3 39AfArar & Emar
TR A WL

» The DPDP Act, 2023 envisions a consent-manager-led data governance framework.

« DPDP 3fQfAIH, 2023 Us HgATa YatIah-ATTRA 32T ATHA S hl HoTall Hidr g

» Under this Act, CMs are intermediaries that enable Data Principals to give, manage, review,
and withdraw their consent for sharing data with Data Fiduciaries.

- 3 IMATATH & TEcd, CMs T8 ALIEY & it ST @ 1 3T 7T & T ST ATHT el b
fore wgafa &R, waftra #tet, weftam weer 3 araw e 1 giawm gere i B

* The techno-legal architecture of the consent manager regime closely aligns with the AA
model, reinforcing the primacy of explicit and informed consent.

» HEHAT TEIoh JUTTT T dehatiohl-Hlefell HLAAT AA Hisel & S5l Aercl-Sferch &, Forea ¥ase 3K
i wgafa Hr yrafAwar g FAerdr g

* Like AAs, CMs will enable secure, controlled, and user-centric consent management and
data flows across sectors such as healthcare, education, digital commerce, and
employment.

* AA #I e, CMs Tafdiest &1t S Fareey dar, e, Bfoee aiftrsy skt Asem 7 grfare,
e 3k saerEat-Hia weafa vawe 3T 3eT vars 1 et e

Draft DPDP Rules, 2025 and Consent Managers
gTre AR Age, 2025 31 wgaAfa veus
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* The recently released Draft DPDP Rules, 2025 outline the registration process,
obligations, and permitted activities of consent managers.

- el €1 & ST grore St farrar, 2025 # wgAfal garereht hr wsiienor 9fdwan, arffeat 3R srgaa
arfafaferal &1 Tase fanar s g

* The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has made commendable
efforts to clarify the registration and related obligations of consent managers.

- gaiFciaEd 3R g Sig@Ahr FAFET (MeitY) o FEAfT Tt & Tofiaor IR dafa
SIfAcal I TUSE ey & FoIT T vy forv &

* Given the significant structural alignment between the Account Aggregator (AA) and
Consent Manager (CM) frameworks, and their shared focus on user empowerment and
consent-based data-sharing, some revisions to the Draft Rules have been proposed.

» GTAT TR (AA) 3R FEaAfa Faus (CM) el & o #islg Hecaqol Slaacds FATAar 3R
SYANTHAT FATFAHIOT AT FEATT HTUTRA 32T ATHATHIVT T 37h TIFA EIToT 1 ST U, 3FC
st 7 Fo TS SedaTfad R e g

» These revisions aim to improve clarity, ensure continuity of sector-specific regulatory
frameworks, and enable effective implementation of the CM framework under the DPDP Act
(DPDPA).

* ST HRATLAT T 3682 TISCAT FelaT, & -fafdrse famw 2fat &1 oiear giafRad e 3K
AN AT (DPDPA) & dgd TITH Gl o THTET Hraledded ol TETH AT & |

Mandatory Registration with the Data Protection Board (DPB)
3T WIeFeIe §15 (DPB) & |1y fAary gsfieor

* Entities that wish to operate as consent managers under the DPDP regime must mandatorily
register with the Data Protection Board (DPB).

« DPDP SHq¥T & dgd HeHATd Tt & & H ST ey dlell GEATHT T 3T YieFreT a1 (DPB)
AT T & ISHIhI0T FHIT BT |

* This will ensure accountability, standardization, and alignment with the overall regulatory
framework.

- SHY SATESH, AAHIHIOT, 3R FH9 fFamr e & a1y dreide giAfead g

» The DPB should allow sector-specific consent managers to register, as long as they follow
common, interoperable APIs, and technical specifications.

- DPB &1 817-faflse wearfar gaershl 1 Goiientor & s1gaAfar et =R, serd d |y,
eWIHTREAT API 3 dhethr fafRrsednsit 1 aresr s |
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* This approach promotes innovation, while ensuring interoperability and regulatory
compliance.

* Ig GSCeRIVT AATAR T FcHTTRT Al &, AT &1 FeATRIATAE 3R framrs srequrersr giafeaa
HIAT &

* For instance, the Financial Health Records (FHR) framework under the National Health
Authority (NHA) is also advancing with a strong consent management system and a defined
health data schema.

« 3ETEXUT & ToIU, TS FARFLY IITASHIOT (NHA) & dgd BIgai e god Repisd (FHR) erar ot
T AT HEAT TaereT JorTelt 3R v aRenia Fareesr Ser ¥ & are s fad a1 @i e

» The feedback proposes that such sector-specific consent managers be allowed registration
under DPDPA, ensuring continuity and accountability of existing frameworks.

- g gera e I § o U9 ar-faflrse weafa waersl 6 DPDPA & cgd Jsiiehor &l 3iefa e &
ST, aifer Flsper aiet #hr deasar it srared s @

Allow Commercial Arrangements with Data Fiduciaries

31 st & g aifofoaes saawar #r segafa

* To support healthy adoption and long-term sustainability of the consent manager ecosystem,
these entities should be permitted to enter into valid commercial agreements with data
fiduciaries.

- ggATa yaers QIR a9 o T §9 @ 37941 3R Erefafas 9 & 9410 @ & v, g
TEATHT 1 32T Regg Rt & 1Y Ay aro g waslal 37 gaer ae 1 AT & e el

* While acting in a fiduciary capacity towards data principals, consent managers may engage
in commercial arrangements if such relationships do not compromise user consent or data
protection.

-?aﬁﬁqw%qﬁm@mﬁmmgq,mﬁmmmﬁma
el §, TG T STGEUTV IUANTEHAT Y TeATe AT ST &I T THS AT 61 ALl 8 |

» Such commercial models should not be considered a conflict of interest, as long as core
duties are not compromised.

- U8 aiforfSas Alsa &I fRal & g & &9 7 181 @M STl AT, I e fob Hel dheledi
FHESIAT o fohar =T |

Call for Synergy
HEANT hY TaRIFHAT

* A collaborative approach is encouraged that leverages the mature AA ecosystem to guide
the implementation of the CM framework under the DPDP Act.
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- DPDP farferasr & g CM & sl ae] el o forw aftaera AA miRFEufaehr &= o1 @mer 3o1a
BU Uh HEANTIcHS giveehior T FATmIRRr T 15 &

* Instead of developing overlapping regulatory structures, India now has the chance to unify
its consent-based data-sharing infrastructure.

o 3T IS TEATT T AT e & T, AR & I 3 39 HgATa-3memRd 3eT-
WTSATHIVT FIGAT I Tehlhel HLeT HT 3T ¢

* This unification would ensure interoperability, eliminate redundancies, and build a future-
ready, user-centric data governance regime.

« Ig THHoT geTRiafed giAfRad s¥em, sremaeas Qe @l TATCd Hen 3N v Hiasy &
T IR, 3TATFRaT-Hied SeT AHT SIaEAT i AT T

Data Principals

e filues

e Individuals to whom the personal data relates.
d fad oMY AfdaTTd Sel Yefad 8T |
¢ Rights

SAfUPR

o Right to access information about their data.
304 ¢TI BRI dh Ugd BT YD |

o Right to correct and erase personal data.
AR Scl DI GURA 3R g™ FT PR |

o Right to withdraw consent.
HeHfd a1 o 61 SfUPR |

o Right to grievance redressal.
fRrepraa faru 1 sifgerR |

¢ Responsibilities
formaqrfar

o Ensure the accuracy of the data provided.

fau e o7 =) Ftear giAfda s

o Not to impersonate another individual.

fht 3 cafad ! AP d gl HAT|
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Data Fiduciaries
se1 frsgRrads

e Entities (including companies and government bodies) that determine the purpose and means of

processing personal data.

J IR (SR Hufr 3R WReR! FHem) S Tfadid SeT &) T H1 BT 3224 3R aiieT ag &
gl

e Obligations
Fdg

o Obtain valid consent from Data Principals before processing data.
ST IHIYA A Ugdl sl fliued ¥ du Hgafa ured S|
o Implement security safeguards to protect personal data.
TG ST DI YRET o oI YT SUTT AR HRT|
o Report data breaches to the Data Protection Board of India and affected Data Principals.
ST ITYHA! B YT HIRA F SeT H&UT 918 3R JHIiad Sef fifkue &1 &l
o Appoint a Data Protection Officer (DPO) in certain cases.
P gl § ST &I STBRY (DPO) ! Fgfad |
Consent Managers
HeHld yey®
e Registered entities that act as intermediaries between Data Principals and Data Fiduciaries to mar
consent for data processing.
Uollgrd ST Sff ST HiRkued iR SeT fheg Rk & st faaferal & wu & & &t § a1 Sl
1Y & forw HgAfe o1 siferd fovar o e |

e Functions

Eav

o Provide a platform for Data Principals to give, manage, review, and withdraw consent.
Sc1 iRoed &1 agafd 37, wafia H3=, Tfien $34 3R 909 A & U 0 d49 UeH ax
o Ensure that consent is obtained in a transparent, informed, and specific manner.

Tg gRfEd o3 e Tgufa urest, seriyef sk Al a&te § urd o S|

o Maintain records of consent for a specified period.

T [y s@afy a agufa & Rels ga1¢ TE@= |
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o Facilitate grievance redressal mechanisms.
Rrerad farur &3 o gem S|

e Registration: Consent Managers must be registered with the Data Protection Board of India.

Gl hRUT: TeHfd YS! ! URd & SeT &I a1 & 1Y Usiipd -l A 5 |

Belgium Parliament
votes to ditch nuclear
power phase -out

|Gs Paper I1: Europe

Agence France-Presse
BRUSSELS

Belgium on Thursday offi-
cially abandoned plans to
phase out nuclear power,
with Parliament voting to
scrap a two-decades-old

pledge and to allow for the
construction of new
reactors.

Lawmakers in Brussels
backed the new conserva-
tive-led government’s plan
to revive the country’s nu-
clear industry with 102
votes in favour, eight
against and 31 abstentions.

“The Federal Parlia-

ment has just turned the
page on two decades of
blockages and hesitation to
pave the way for a resilient
energy model,” said Ener-
gy Minister Mathieu Bihet.

The vote junked a 2003
law under which Belgium
had set a calendar for tak-
ing its nuclear reactors out
of service by the end of
2025 and banned generat-
ing new capacity.

The latest move comes
as global interest in the nu-
clear sector is at its highest
since the oil crises of the
1970s, according to the In-
ternational Energy Agency.

Belgium Parliament Votes to
Ditch Nuclear Power Phase-
Out

AfSSTIH $T THE A TIAT] ST
Y HHATCT FI HT AT FI GG
frar

- Belgium has officially abandoned
its plan to phase out nuclear
power.

o afeaae 7 AR T T 379
YIATY FiT I HATCA FIat T FroTell
# o1 AT §1

» The Parliament voted to scrap a two-
decade-old pledge and allow the construction
of new reactors.

« HHS o & GUF I d1G FY I5g it iR AT
Reoaret & faaator 1 3gafa & & fow Ade=
fera|

» Lawmakers in Brussels supported the conservative-led government's plan to revive nuclear
power with 102 votes in favour, 8 against, and 31 abstentions.

« FUEH & HIWal o THATY Foil I GoTtiad i ST FNGaTGT ThR T Asfell T FHL 102 aret

& a7, 8 & fae 3K 31 quieyfaat & ary el

* Energy Minister Mathieu Bihet said the vote has ended two decades of blockages and
hesitation and aims to create a resilient energy model.
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« St 7 ey fade F g o 50 Adere o &Y gl it Fraet A Raframge w1 @A # e
¢ 3R SHFT 36527 T wrdiet Sl ATSH HI AT kel g |

» The Parliament overturned a 2003 law that had set a deadline of end-2025 for shutting down
nuclear reactors and had banned new capacity generation.

» THE A 2003 F 3H Flefel Y GG Y A1 TFH 2025 & 3l o IHAT] RUaFet Y 9 i Hr
FHEIHHAT TF T 315 Y 3R 7S 8771 F 3T I e AT Ir47 AT

* This decision comes at a time when global interest in nuclear energy is the highest since
the 1970s oil crises, according to the International Energy Agency.

« T TAoTr Q& FHT 31T § S wRATO] Flt F 3w 3 1970 & awrE Y A W & 91C HT aF
T FIH I T &, HAASET FalT Toldl o 3aR |

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

iR Uy Soif TSkl (IAEA)

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is an intergovernmental organization
established in 1957 to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy and prevent its use
for military purposes, including nuclear weapons.

sia'\rfgu Sl TN (IAEA) TP HRBTRI WIS &, fore! RITUAT 1957 H W1
Soll & 2 SUUNT &} FGTaT &7 3R 34 V=T SN, oI TRA] 5FARI & IuaT J
A o forg 1 7% 2

Headquartered in Vienna, Austria, the IAEA operates as an autonomous organization
within the United Nations system, reporting to both the General Assembly and the
Security Council.

faaem, siffRear & gy R, IAEA Wge MY WU & HidR T W@1a« 6189 & U H
BT AT ©, SR FTHRT FHT T GRET URRug <1 &1 KUl axar g

Historical Background

UfaeTie ggayfH
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The IAEA was created in response to growing international concern over nuclear weapons,
especially amid rising tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union during
the Cold War.

|AEA B! RITUT Hgad ITd SAR®T 3R Wifdud TY & 9 d¢d a11d & SR URHTY]
BRIRT BT AR Tt SRRIPI fid1 & Sfara H &1 75 |

The agency's formation was catalyzed by U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower's "Atoms
for Peace" speech in 1953, advocating for an international body to oversee nuclear
technology's peaceful applications.

T 1 RO 3rAfYest ATpufa garge Sl SMTgei=igTar & 1953 H fAU T "Atoms for
Peace" HTYUT J U of, WWW%WWﬁW%WW
ARSI b1 b1 gebrerd i T3 i

Functions and Objectives

a1 3R I

The IAEA serves as a central forum for scientific and technical cooperation in the nuclear
field, promoting the safe, secure, and peaceful use of nuclear technologies.

|AEA TRHTY] &5 T AT 3R dh-i1d! HgaNT & (ol Uh Halg Hd & U H B ol g,
3R TRfgra, GRfgra, 3R zrifoqul waTy do-ie! & IUTNT & Sgral &l 8|

It implements safeguards to verify that nuclear materials are not diverted to weapons

programs and promotes nuclear safety and security standards.

T g 37 & forg JRe&m Iurd a] Hra1 |§ & IR SRR HREH! ®I R[S
T ST, 3R URHTU] GRE&T 3R JR&HT ATHDI b deral odl |

The agency also provides technical assistance and training to countries, especially in the
developing world, to utilize nuclear technology for medical, agricultural, and industrial
purposes.

Toi o, faRiy = U ¥ faerasfta ¢=n @ ffes, i, ik sienfie 3gxal & fag uram
dP-1p BT JUUNT B | deb-ileh! HETIdT 3R ufRrefor +ft ueH Hdl g1
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Role in Non-Proliferation

R-U9R # Yfirer

Following the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) in 1968, non-
nuclear-weapon states are required to negotiate safeguards agreements with the IAEA,
granting the agency authority to monitor nuclear programs and inspect facilities.

1968 T URHTY] §RARI & VIR Wi (NPT) & dT¢, TR-URA] 5RAR TGl DI IAEA & T
TRT AT R SIdd B! gidl 8, s Toid &1 iR St &t ATRET 8k
gfaensit &1 e HA &1 ifeR Hddr g

Recognition and Leadership

=T 3R Aqa

In 2005, the IAEA and its then Director General, Mohamed ElBaradei, were jointly awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize for their efforts to prevent nuclear energy from being used for
military purposes and to ensure its safe use for peaceful purposes.

2005 T, IAEA 3R 3P dhICH HRIHCRIS HIgHG SAaRes B IRHTY 3ol o 47 Il
¥ foTg ITNT & A 3R 3T Wifayel e & fore JRfgrd IuaivT & gy #A &
T & ot Hged U ¥ Aiad 2ifd QR & Jw1-d fohar mam ol

As of 2025, the current Director General is Rafael Mariano Grossi, who has been serving

since December 2019.

2025 T, IAHM HEINC S Jhd ARG AT 8, S feHaR 2019 T 59 U W R

Recent Developments

1A P g1

The IAEA continues to play a crucial role in monitoring nuclear activities worldwide,
including in regions with geopolitical tensions, to ensure compliance with international
agreements and promote nuclear safety.
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|AEA GIFIT 4R o URATY] Wﬁrﬁfﬁu’rﬁﬁwﬁrﬁwmﬁmﬁw% mﬁ;gra:ﬂﬁ?ﬁ
aﬂwa@r&hlﬁwﬁa% s SIARRISI FHA ! BT e TS fovam o 9o
Y& I Feral faar S o |

The agency also collaborates with various countries to advance nuclear techniques for
peaceful purposes, such as in the fields of medicine and agriculture.

ToiT ot o= o Ty firere Fafdre oiR i S &= & wrifagul Ig=al o forg uamy
B! B 3 T & AT TganT Bl g
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Harvard discovers its stained, faded
document is Magna Carta from 1300

Researchers use ultraviolet light and spectral imaging to examine the document, comparing handwriting and text word-for-word; the Magna Carta
matches the 1300 version issued by King Edward I and is believed to be worth millions; there were believed to be only six copies of the 1300 version

S paper |I: Polit

Associated Press
BOSTON

arvard University
l-lfor decades as-
sumed it had a

cheap copy of the Magna
Carta in its collection, a
stained and faded docu-
ment it had purchased for
less than $30.

But two researchers
have concluded it has so-
mething much more valua-
ble — a rare version from
1300 issued by Britain’s
King Edward I.

The original Magna Car-
ta, issued in 1215, esta-
blished the principle that
the king is subject to law
and formed the basis of
constitutions globally.
There are four copies of
the original, and until now,
there were believed to be
only six copies of the 1300
version.

“My reaction was one of
amazement and, in a way,
awe that I should have
managed to find a pre-
viously unknown Magna
Carta,” said David Carpen-
ter, a professor of medieval
history at King’s College
London. He was searching
the Harvard Law School Li-
brary website in December
2023 when he found the
digitised document.

“First, I'd found one of
the most rare documents
and most significant docu-
ments in world constitu-
tional history,” Mr. Carpen-
ter said. “But secondly, of

Harvard Discovers Its Stained,

Faded glory: The copy of the Magna Carta from 1300 sits in a display case at Harvard Law School in
Cambridge on April 15. AP

course, it was astonish-
ment that Harvard had
been sitting on it for all
these years without realis-
ing what it was.”

Mr. Carpenter teamed
up with Nicholas Vincent,
a professor of medieval
history at Britain’s Univer-
sity of East Anglia, to con-

firm the authenticity of

Harvard’s document.
Comparing it to the oth-
er six copies from 1300,
Mr. Carpenter found that
the dimensions matched
up. He and Mr. Vincent
then turned to images Har-
vard librarians created us-
ing ultraviolet light and
spectral imaging. The tech-
nology helps scholars see

Carta from 1300

details on faded docu-
ments that are not visible
to the human eye. That al-
lowed them to compare
the texts word-for-word, as
well as the handwriting,
which includes a large cap-
ital ‘E’ at the start in ‘Ed-
wardus’ and elongated let-
ters in the first line.

After the 1215 original
printed by King John, five
other editions were writ-
ten in the following de-
cades — until 1300, the last
time the full document was
set out and authorised by
the king’s seal.

‘Different from others’
The 1300 version of Magna
Carta is “different from the

previous versions in a
whole series of small ways,
and the changes are found
in every single one,” Mr.
Carpenter said.

He said Harvard had to
meet a high bar to prove
authenticity, and it did so
“with flying colors.”

Its tattered and faded
copy of the Magna Carta is
worth millions of dollars,
Mr. Carpenter estimated —
though Harvard has no
plans to sell it. A 1297 ver-
sion of the Magna Carta
sold at auction in 2007 for
$21.3 million.

The other mystery be-
hind the document was
the journey it took to Har-
vard. That task was left to

Mr. Vincent, who was able
to trace it all the way back
to the former parliamen-
tary borough of Appleby in
Westmorland, England.

The Harvard Law
School library purchased
its copy in 1946 from a Lon-
don book dealer for
$27.50. At the time, it was
wrongly dated as being
made in 1327.

‘Chain of connection’
Mr. Vincent determined
the document was sent to a
British auction house in
1945 by a World War I fly-
ing ace who also played a
role defending Malta in
World War I1. The war he-
ro, Forster Maynard, inhe-
rited the archives from
Thomas and John Clark-
son, who were leading
campaigners against the
slave trade. One of them,
Thomas Clarkson, became
friends with William
Lowther, hereditary lord
of the manor of Appleby,
and he possibly gave it to
Clarkson.

“There’s a chain of con-
nection there, as it were, a
smoking gun, but there
isn’t any clear proof as yet
that this is the Appleby
Magna Carta. But it seems
to me very likely that it is,”
Mr. Vincent said. He said
he would like to find a let-
ter or other documenta-
tion showing the Magna
Carta was given to Thomas
Clarkson.

Mr. Vincent and Mr. Car-

penter plan to visit Har-
vard in June to see its Mag-
na Carta firsthand - and
they say the document is
as relevant as ever at a time
when Harvard is clashing
with the Donald Trump ad-
ministration over how
much authority the federal
government should have
over its leadership, admis-
sions, and activism on
campus.

“It turns up at Harvard
at precisely the moment
where Harvard is under at-
tack as a private institution
by a state authority that
seems to want to tell Har-
vard what to do,” Mr. Vin-
cent said.

It is also a chance for a
new generation to learn
about the Magna Carta,
which played a part in the
founding of the U.S. — from
the Declaration of Inde-
pendence to the adoption
of the Bill of Rights. Seven-
teen states have incorpo-
rated aspects of it into their
laws.

“We think of law librar-
ies as places where people
can come and understand
the underpinnings of de-
mocracy,” said Amanda
Watson, the assistant dean
for library and information
services at Harvard Law
School. “To think that Mag-
na Carta could inspire new
generations of people to
think about individual li-
berty and what that means
and what self-governance
means is very exciting.”

Faded Document Is Magna
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gTdS Y 9T Tl T IHHT erelt 3R GRER SFATdST 1300 FT A7l
FIeT g

- Harvard University had long assumed that it possessed only a cheap
copy of the Magna Carta, which it had acquired for less than $30.

- 3143 faRafdqATa &d TAT & ATTaT @1 & 30 T A= H1et it Fae
TF WEA 9 7, O 38 $30 ¥ T F @lier 4l

* However, two researchers discovered that the document is actually a rare version from 1300,
issued by King Edward | of Britain.

- gTelifeh, a1 AETRATHT o I foh Tg excirast arecd #H 1300 HT U GelsT HEHIOT ¢, o foreat &
TTSIT U2a8 GUH o S fomam |

» The original Magna Carta was issued in 1215, establishing the principle that the king is
subject to the law.

« FT I h1eT 1215 F SIRY Foham aram T, TSee Ig Feeie T1fid foham a1 ot o &It e &
HefieT G 2

* Only four copies of the original 1215 Magna Carta exist today.

» el 1215 FATAT FHIeT FHT Hde TR FFAAT 1T AlG & |

» Until now, it was believed that only six copies of the 1300 version existed.
* 31e Teh AT SITcT AT foh 1300 HERIUT Y Shelol B Wil &1 Hio[e & |

» David Carpenter, a medieval history professor at King’s College London, found the digitised
document in December 2023 on the Harvard Law School Library website.

- 3733 FRYT, S fhed PlolaT sl & ALAFT A ST F AT &, o {HER 2023 F grds af
T dATEa T daaTse W SH Bioiee gEardst i am|

* He described his reaction as one of amazement and awe at discovering an unknown Magna
Carta.

* 3oglel 3T FTshaT T A= AT HEUT & #RT TN, ST 3egiet Teh AT AIAT FHIST I Tl
Tl

* Mr. Carpenter said it was incredible that Harvard had been unknowingly holding one of the
most significant documents in world constitutional history.

« #f FRYUCT o Fgl foh Tg 3MeTISTT AT fF gIdS g a6t & HeTara & faeg & gfaenfas sfaga
% FaH Agcaqul axards A A Ueh HI G §U AT|

* He collaborated with Nicholas Vincent, another medieval history professor from the
University of East Anglia, to verify the document’s authenticity.

* 35gioY GEFATAST T THIOTRAT T iRe & fav q& sifFerar farafagzmer & seaerele sfagra &
WHaT fAsters e & ey ager
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» The researchers confirmed that the dimensions matched those of the known 1300 copies.
« AMerHT3f o Yfte T for SHS R (SRHAUTH) AT 1300 HEHOT T YT & A @I &

* Harvard librarians had created ultraviolet and spectral images of the document, helping
scholars analyze faded details not visible to the naked eye.

« G143 & JEAHIIATEET o GETaol i Iegrardae R Taea sAfr A A, foad fagamst =
terer farawont T fareawor siiel 7 Hag Al St 31TH JHiE! @ et &8 51 Fehel |

* The researchers compared text word-for-word and analyzed handwriting, including a large
capital ‘E’ in ‘Edwardus’ and elongated letters in the first line.

« QM3 o7 2reg T A TS T JolalT T IR gEFAfA 7 faeeryor fohar, fSwe ‘Edwardus’ #
37 ‘E’ 3R Jgell feh & o e & gu 3nar anfdver

« After the 1215 original, five other editions of Magna Carta were written in the decades that
followed, the last being in 1300, sealed and authorised by the king.

» 1215 % F[T HEHIOT & &1G;, 37T S G2Ahi & HaaAT dhiel & i Heq FEROT ford a1e, Foiarat
3@ 1300 # a1, Tor& Tt iy #ver 3R aregafer oo oY)

Harvard’s Magna Carta Discovery

gras Y Avar FERTH @

* The 1300 version of Magna Carta is different from the previous versions in a number of
small ways, and these changes are present in every single copy, according to Mr. Carpenter.

« A HRUT & 3TTHR, 1300 HEHIOT T HIAT HICT Tgel & FEAUI § &8 BIE qqHT # 37e7r 8, 3N
I SeoTa g U gfa & arv o

» Harvard had to meet a high standard to prove the document’s authenticity, and it succeeded
“with flying colors.”

« BIAS ol SH GETdol hl YTHTTOIRAT ISl el o ToIT 3T ATIGS ol I AT TST, 3N 30 T8
1A “qfY TE Aherarqa®” |

» The tattered and faded Magna Carta held by Harvard is estimated to be worth millions of
dollars, though Harvard has no plans to sell it.

« ETSE F T S B 3 WYY Ao Fret ¥, 3T A AT st F 3y 1S &, grenife g
1 3 d° FT HIS & 61 o |

« A 1297 version of the Magna Carta was sold at auction in 2007 for $21.3 million.

¢ 1297 HEHIOT T HF1T FreT 2007 F At 7 $21.3 fAfordss 7 9 oY)

Mystery of the Journey to Harvard
g1AS dF Y ITHT FT BT

* The other mystery was about how the document reached Harvard.

-waﬂrwwgwﬁswgmﬁaaﬁéaﬁﬁﬁml

* Mr. Vincent traced the document back to the former parliamentary borough of Appleby in
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Westmorland, England.
- 41 T3¥T = $H GEATAST I IECANRAS, §9a5 & [ HHE 817 TqaarT o ar9d Giof|

* The Harvard Law School library bought this copy in 1946 from a London book dealer for
$27.50.

- TS A TRl [EARIAT o T TicT 1946 F gt & T frera fsvar & $27.50 & @lidr o)
* At the time, it was incorrectly dated as from the year 1327.
« 39 GHT 38 ITeld odlish & 1327 T ITT 3747 AT

Chain of Connection
e ) 5

» Mr. Vincent found that in 1945, the document was sent to a British auction house by a World
War | flying ace, who also defended Malta in World War II.

« A faie & ura foh 1945 A Ig eTdrdsl Teh fafeer sframdt X 1 v yust g geu & qrrere
AT ST a1 T, St gfareir farea Jawr F AATeer v et & ot enfder A

* The war hero, Forster Maynard, inherited the archives from Thomas and John Clarkson,
who were anti-slavery campaigners.

* TE I AT, BIEET AATS, & YA 3 ST FeIh@eT § Tg Hag Treet T o1, S ey faeht
FfAATAFAT I

*» Thomas Clarkson became friends with William Lowther, the hereditary lord of Appleby,
who may have gifted the Magna Carta to Clarkson.

+ YTAT FaTHE 7 aNec e AR, TodeEr & deneera @, 9 g o, i ewad: s
g FIAT HICT FeAThTT Y &1 AT

» Mr. Vincent said there is a chain of connection, but no clear proof that this is the Appleby
Magna Carta.

« it e & g1 F v gaul i FA &, Afha IS Tarse gA7101 7T £ g voudary Y Aver wret
el

» He would like to find a letter or other documentation that shows Magna Carta was given to
Thomas Clarkson.

* I8 Teh VAT I T A SFATAS ¢ooT Tgd & Sl Tg fe@v foh Haawr hret STAe Farhyet 1 & 1§
o1

Modern-Day Relevance of Magna Carta

3myfaed gaAg 7 Aea Fret Hr grafawar

* Mr. Vincent and Mr. Carpenter plan to visit Harvard in June to see the Magna Carta firsthand.
« Y T 3R A PRI T 3 FTIS AR 9T 1T T TeeT T F ST BT Aot §a7 38 &

* They believe the Magna Carta is still relevant, especially as Harvard is clashing with the
Trump administration over issues like leadership, admissions, and campus activism.
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* 3oTehT AT & fob HIeT hreT 3TeT o T &, fIY & & a0 577 gTaS, T TRATHA o H1Y Aed,
¥aer 3R FFd o T S Hegl W eFE A ¢

* “It turns up at Harvard at a time when a state authority wants to control what a private
institution like Harvard should do,” Mr. Vincent said.

« oY [g8T & &gT, "Ig SEAGS 8ids & U FHY 37TdT & I AT YITHI0T I8 AT F=r aedr g
T Teh TSl TEAT S 81 ol &7 AT A1igu|”

Educational Value for New Generations

o5 difeat ¥ fow Aeriors Fgea

» The Magna Carta played a role in the founding of the United States, influencing the
Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights.

« AT T F WIFA T FARHT Y T 7 ${fRaw1 9178, 3R Tg Fae=ran i ghwom 3R
TR F RdTF F wenfad A &1

» Seventeen U.S. states have incorporated parts of Magna Carta into their laws.

« GIFA U AR &F 17 TSAT o A7 et & T TEHT Y 39 Frefait o anfrer fpar g

* “We think of law libraries as places where people learn about the foundations of
democracy,” said Amanda Watson, assistant dean of Harvard Law School.

« TS ot Tl hl HETAeh 31T ATST AICHT o1 gl “GH Hlefel TEARIeIAT T I TATH A § ST61
AT AdaT fraAtg F TR A @ g1

» She said it is exciting to think that Magna Carta could inspire new generations to reflect on
individual liberty and self-governance.

« 35g1Y FgT foF g fuR QATE® ¢ T FeaTm el 78 Nt 7 SAfFdera Taaaar 31 Taemas |
faR e & for 9IRT ¢ Tl B

GS Paper Ill: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)
1. Trade Deficit Grows to $8.65 Billion in April as
Merchandise Imports Rise
IS H SATIR °1eT Feh $8.65 fafaraer gam F e awqsit &1
ATAT T

2. Trade Unions Defer Strike Against Labour Codes to July
9

A Aigarat & f@ene ¢ gfagal 1 ggarer 9 Jor$ dF it
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. Gig Workers’ Meeting Demands Minimum Wages, Social

Security
forr g Y o F FYTAH AT, WIATTSIF FI&AT A AT Ay

. ISRO set to launch earth observation satellite using

PSLV rocket on Sunday
FHU IAGR T PSLV e @ gl aadiee 398 died Hi¥a

& AT dar

India’s Cough Syrup Crackdown — What Prompted It
and What Follows

R & F AT 9T TE&AT — SHHT FROT F4T AT 3 3m3T F4r
gt

Raising Healthy Hearts: Reimagining School Nutrition to
Tackle Childhood Hypertension

TATY TET I TGIAT SoAT: TUYT & 3T FdIT F fAgea &
foT Fer QIoOT Y gorheqaT
Under Control

fag=or &

. The Paradox of the Approach to the Manipur Issue

ATOIQY A & fer giSehior &t faremsma
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Trade deficit grows to $8.65 billion
in April as merchandise imports rise

[GS Paper liI: External Sector

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India’s total trade deficit,
counting both merchan-
dise and services, widened
to $8.65 billion in April,
compared with $5.77 bil-
lion in April last year, ac-
cording to the data from
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry released on
Thursday.

While briefing the me-
dia, Commerce Secretary
Sunil Barthwal also men-
tioned that India’s total ex-
ports, including merchan-
dise and services, stood at
$824.9 billion in 2024-25,
the highest-ever, up 6%
from 2023-24.
Merchandise exports

N g e et ——— g O

A ey T

Widening gap

The government said merchandise
exports stood at $38.49 billion in April,
while imports were at $64.91 billion
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grew 9% to $38.49 billion
in April 2025, while the im-
ports of goods grew at a sig-
nificantly faster 19.1% to
$64.91 billion, as com-
pared to the same month
of last year. The merchan-
dise trade deficit, there-

> - emn—-—

|GS Paper Ill: S&T |

A blanket of dust hangs in the sky over Karyavya Path in New Delhi on Thursday, as a mirage forms on a hot afternoon. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

fore, widened to $26.4 bil-
lion in April this year, as
compared to $19.19 billion
last year. Exports of tobac-
co (66.43%), coffee
(47.85%), electronic goods
(39.51%), mica, coal other
ores and minerals

—

e

- - —— e

— e e . ..

(34.43%), fruits and vegeta-
bles (30.72%), and marine
products (17.81%) marked a
growth in April 2025.

The services sector, ho-
wever, witnessed the op-
posite trend, with exports
widening their lead over
imports. Services exports
for April, an estimation be-
cause the final data from
the Reserve Bank of India
arrives with a month’s lag,
grew 17% in April 2025 to
$35.31 billion. Services im-
ports, on the other hand,
grew just 4.6% to $17.54 bil-
lion in April, taking the ser-
vices trade surplus to
$17.77 billion.

RELIEF IN SERVICE

» PAGE 12

Trade Deficit Grows to $8.65 Billion in April as Merchandise

Imports Rise

Hﬁsrﬁaqmumam%ﬁsﬁﬁmgmwﬁﬁ;aﬁsﬁw

AT o1

- India’s total trade deficit, including both merchandise and services,
widened to $8.65 billion in April, compared to $5.77 billion in April last
year, according to data from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

« A0S 3 AN HATTT & HF3T F HTAR, HRA FT Fel SATIR ETET
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(G 3T AaT¢ FAara) aiter 7 $8.65 faforer 8t o, srafF Rod wra
i & 9g $5.77 e an|

» While briefing the media, Commerce Secretary Sunil Barthwal stated that India’s total
exports, including merchandise and services, reached $824.9 billion in 2024-25, the highest-
ever, marking a 6% increase from 2023-24.

» FTSAT Y SAFRY & §U AN Afera FeAler sdarer o Scirm & 8- 1 el fAde (380 3R

YaTT fAETR) 2024-25 # $824.9 fafarget 61, ST 31 7oh 1 wad A0 & 31 2023-24 Ay Forarr 7

6% 38 g1

* Merchandise exports grew 9% to $38.49 billion in April 2025.
» 3de 2025 # avq AT 7 9% Hr Fefr g3 3R Tg $38.49 Fferasr T og= 1|

* However, merchandise imports grew faster by 19.1% to $64.91 billion, compared to the
same month last year.

 BTclifeh, T AT H 19.1% FY Al 377$ 3R Ig $64.91 fafdge g) aram, S oot @rer 3rdter
ottt # 318 B

* Therefore, the merchandise trade deficit widened to $26.4 billion in April 2025, compared
to $19.19 billion last year.

* SH R, AT 2025 H I SATIR ©TET gl $26.4 Afze g1 a1, STafeh ol @1l g8
$19.19 faferger am|

* Major growth was seen in the exports of tobacco (66.43%), coffee (47.85%), electronic
goods (39.51%), mica, coal and other ores and minerals (34.43%), fruits and vegetables
(30.72%), and marine products (17.81%) in April 2025.

« 38T 2025 7 AaTE (66.43%), HIPY (47.85%), FAFEIoidh a€qU (39.51%), I, FgelT AR
3T WA (34.43%), Bt AT WIETTAT (30.72%), TUT WHLY 3791 (17.81%) & fovaTd & vogg
gefer got 1 TS|

* The services sector showed the opposite trend, with exports surpassing imports
significantly.

- FarHt & &7 F g T S@r 9=, SEr AT A 3T S Friy i 8 o)

* Services exports in April 2025 (estimated) grew by 17% to $35.31 billion.
« e 2025 F (FATIAT) A3t T Tt 179% g $35.31 faferaer g aram|

* Services imports, however, grew by just 4.6% to $17.54 billion, leading to a services trade
surplus of $17.77 billion.
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Trade unions defer
strike against Labour
Codes to July 9

|GS Paper IIl: Employment

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A meeting of the joint plat-
form of Central Trade Un-
ions (CTUs) in the Opposi-
tion camp held here on
Thursday decided to post-
pone the general strike ear-
lier announced to be held
on May 20. The CTUs said
in a statement that consi-
dering the prevailing situa-
tion throughout the coun-
try after the Pahalgam
terror attack, they had de-
cided to reschedule the
strike against the imple-
mentation of the four La-
bour Codes to July 9.

The CTUs have urged
the Centre to ensure mea-
sures against those who
were resorting to divisive
hate campaigns at such a
critical time. “However,
most appallingly, even in
the midst of such a critical
situation prevailing in the
country owing to terrorist
massacre and consequent
developments, the em-
ployers’ class, actively sup-
ported by the governments

FATS HY

The decision was
made considering the
prevailing situation
after the Pahalgam
attack: CTUs

at the Centre and in many
States, is carrying on its on-
slaughts on workers and
employees across esta-
blishments. Working hours
are being unilaterally in-
creased; statutory mini-
mum wages and social se-
curity benefits are being
flouted,” they said.

It added that the Union
government had not both-
ered to meet the CTUs or to
hold the Indian Labour
Conference despite receiv-
ing notices to strike from
all corners of the country
across sectors. The CTUs
asked working people to
continue preparations for
the general strike on July 9.
It asked the Centre to reci-
procate the positive ap-
proach of the CTUs and de-
sist from implementing the
Labour Codes.

Trade Unions Defer Strike Against
Labour Codes to July 9

A Wit & [@eme g3 gfag=t f
gSdTel 9 ST T el

- A meeting of the joint platform of
Central Trade Unions (CTUs) from the
Opposition was held on Thursday.

- fauar ¥ weaftra Fdrr &3 gfag=it (CTUs)
¥ WIFA AT $T 35F TR F AT Y
TS

* It was decided to postpone the general strike that
was earlier announced for May 20.

« Ugeol TN 20 A T 3T §3dTel I TIAT HLad FT
o foram arm|

* The strike has been rescheduled to July 9, in view of
the prevailing situation in the country after the
Pahalgam terror attack.

* GEAITH ATAHATE! gHA & §1¢ 2T F §aif feafa &r
¢Ed U, ESTel 1 715 AN 9 el T BT IS &

* The CTUs urged the Centre to act against those who
are promoting divisive hate campaigns during such a
critical time.

» CTUs & s @ 31dTer T foh ag O AT @A H
fersrarrY gom et @l dgrar & areil & [Warh
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* The CTUs stated that even during such a serious national crisis, the employers’ class,
supported by governments at the Centre and States, continues its attacks on workers.

* CTUs o &g foh 58 aXg I 3R I 3maer & ekt 871, &g 3R I a&R & aada &
forieraT a9t SfAT TR gHem ST WU &l

* Working hours are being increased unilaterally, and statutory minimum wages and social
security benefits are being violated.

« H F G ThcR Bl TG1U ST I8 8, IR denfores serast aaer T Arenfora et ameif 1 Seereet
[ERIRE RN

* The CTUs alleged that the Union government has not held any meetings with them, nor has
it convened the Indian Labour Conference, despite receiving strike notices from across the
country.

« CTUs & 3RIT o9TTAT o &g AIHR A 378 IS S6h oTal I g R 7 & AR 317 FAT
JolTT §, STafeh SR @ §Scllel ohl FAATT & 1T Y ¢ |

» The CTUs appealed to the working class to continue preparations for the general strike on
July 9.

« CTUs o 4 aof & 3rfier 1 o 3 9 SaTs oY 31Ma gselTer ohl TRt &t oIy |

» They urged the Centre to respond positively and stop the implementation of the four
Labour Codes.

« 3ol g W 3 T o a7 APRIeA® TAT 39T 3R TR 49 Wit & Friags H
WF |

The Four Labour Codes
IR HH gfgdr

e The Four Labour Codes represent a major reform in India’s labour law regime,
aiming to simplify, consolidate, and rationalize over 29 central labour laws into
four broad categories.

IR 4 WiFATT HRA & 47 Felel AIEATH TF G7{E@ GUR I G2 §,
TSToTerT 3682T 29 @ HTOF FET #H FTefal vl IR sATTF AT # Tl i,
T R aEFHI ST B

e These Codes were introduced to ensure ease of compliance, promote labour welfare,
and facilitate greater formalization of the workforce and flexibility for industries.

o7 TfRATHT Y AeTaTereT H AN, A4H FATT H Fgrar & IR FETT &
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3w AaaRAdr g seEt & e adiama gRRkad o & 3e2T @

Uer fohar IrAT AT|

Historical Background

e geesfA

India had a complex web of 44 central and over 100 state labour laws, leading to
regulatory overlap, inefficiencies, and compliance burdens for businesses.

AR 3 44 FRT 3R 100 & 3MF T 4 FEEAT 1 U Afed g o, ad
formere arforsreror, sravaan, 3R caaErat & o STl S18T SceeT gic Tl

To simplify and modernize these laws, the Second National Commission on Labour

(2002) recommended consolidation of central labour laws into five groups, later
reorganized into four Codes by the Ministry of Labour and Employment.

o1 Shisfell ol WX R IMYfaes soie & v, g wsdr a7 3maer (2002)
o HET HH oAl I YT HHEl H ThIpd HI S FAGIRET v o, 58 a1
H4H U@ VSR FHATd CaRT IR \ganst & qaafsd foar

The Codes were passed by Parliament between 2019 and 2020, but as of May 2025,
they are yet to be implemented as final rules are still awaited from some states.

SoT AfRAT3IT &I 2019 & 2020 % oI HHG GaRT IR fohaT I 2, oifchet AF
2025 e SeTehl fshaleaael w1gT 8 U § F3ifh $o Usar & 3l of sifae
gAY i gder F

Code on Wages, 2019
dder "fgar, 2019

 Enacted on: 8 August 2019
- yafed: 8 39T&d 2019

* Objective: To regulate wage and bonus payments in all employment sectors.

- 352 T YoIR &1 F Ader R S vt b1 FAAIAT e |

Key Features

yE faQivam

» Consolidates four laws:

« IR F[Al F THIFd FIT 8

The Payment of Wages Act, 1936
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o ddeT AT AT, 1936

e The Minimum Wages Act, 1948

o FgAdH dda fafage, 1948

e The Payment of Bonus Act, 1965

o« S AT ITATAIH, 1965

o The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976
o A giHAS HAREIA, 1976

* Introduces a uniform definition of ""wages", helping in calculation of PF, ESI, and
gratuity.

- "I B TH FATT TR G A &, e fow, $Tasms, ik d=gdr 6
IMUTAT H T A §

* Ensures universal minimum wage coverage, extending even to the unorganised sector.

- FrEfAF LAqH AqT FaXST AT AT &, ST JWIATST & o7oh o faega gl

* Floor wage to be fixed by the Central Government after consultation with the Central
Advisory Board.

- FLAAH ATUR A Fl FAIT FARHR a8 § TAY & d1G g WHR GG’ o
[ER I

« Example: If a worker earns %15,000/month, under the new code, a larger portion of this
income (around 50% or more) will be treated as “wages”, ensuring greater contributions to
PF, ESI.

« 3GTEIVT: JTE, HIs HTHS 15,000/ATE FATAT &, Al T PIS & ded 3TDT 3T FHl
ST TREAT (AT 50% AT 3f0F) "dde AT Sireer, 5oy fiow, Svwsns & 0+
e AT gl

Industrial Relations Code, 2020

iteAfere wawr |@igar, 2020

» Enacted on: 29 September 2020
- yafda: 29 AR 2020

*» Objective: To consolidate laws related to trade unions, conditions of employment, and
industrial disputes.
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- 3GaRT: ¢3 fAgat, Yo A erdlf, 3R 3@ el & d@afea e
THIHd AT

Key Features

v faervam

» Consolidates three laws:

e The Trade Unions Act, 1926

o« ¢S FAge Hfafaga, 1926

e The Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946
o Al AR (FURRY 3meRn) ifaia#, 1946

o The Industrial Disputes Act, 1947

o« 3@ faarg afRfage, 1947

* Introduces a new concept of Fixed-Term Employment (FTE) with pro-rata benefits.

- e 3rafd ASR (Fixed-Term Employment - FTE) &1 & 3@URUT &1 Y&
T 8, Torast srquifass ey enfaer €

» Makes it mandatory for establishments with 300+ workers to seek government approval
before lay-offs, retrenchments, or closure (previously 100).

- 0 gidesrEl & fow foiera 300 @ fte FoaY §, Sedll, Far ¥Afeq, arag FA @
TEe AR FHT ofelt Hfevard X e o § (e 7w HwEw 100 oY)

* Encourages conciliation before strikes, and requires notice of 14 days before strikes or
lockouts.

- STl ¥ Ugel HEITYAT FI Jerar T &, 3R gsdTe AT dreed) & 14 ot uger
afew e Jf[aT saar gl

« Example: Under the new law, a worker hired for a 6-month project in a factory will be
eligible for leave and gratuity proportionate to their service duration.

* 3GTEUT: AV Flelsl & g, Il fordl wREE & Y sfAs %1 6 7l M
RS & T @1 SIar &, o a8 R Iafer F aequra H rarer IR =g S
foT 917 glem|
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Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions (OSH) Code, 2020
SRS Y&, T 3w aRfFafaat afear, 2020

 Enacted on: 29 September 2020
- yafda e arm: 29 RAd«R 2020

* Objective: To ensure safety, health, and welfare of workers in all establishments.

« 3ecRT: Tt gicsorel & STl hT FIail, FTaRed AR Feamor GARTd Hie|

« Consolidates 13 labour laws, including:
« 13 %3 Flefell HT WigaAHIor FIaT g, [ Arfder &
* The Factories Act, 1948
- FREET FAfAfaa, 1948
* The Mines Act, 1952
- @e fafaga, 1952
» The Contract Labour Act, 1970
« &&T HA AT, 1970
* The Inter-State Migrant Workmen Act, 1979
« R[S YAy FImen FfOATH, 1979

* Applicable to establishments with 10 or more workers and all mines and docks.

- T5 10 a1 3ifw A= aer wfassEl 3k weft @emt @ MEET ) ey g g

» Mandates free annual health check-ups for workers.

- AffHT & foU forges o Fareey S HFa Hlar B

* Requires employers to provide working hours, hygiene, and ventilation standards.

- RAFA3T A R AT, Taeaar T IRAAT ATHFI HI Iroled FTAard gA1ar gl

* Includes inter-state migrant workers in welfare measures like travel allowance,
registration, and access to PDS in destination states.

« HAX-TST YATHT HTAPT HT FHeI0T 3IT H AT FAT &, 519 b AT ST,
dﬁwﬁwﬁmmﬁaﬁmmmmm)mq—gﬂl
« Example: A construction firm employing 50 migrant workers from Bihar in Kerala must

ensure medical check-ups, safe working conditions, and registration on the government
portal.
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Rafear s, geitra w1 oRPufET, 3wl féa W gsiewor giafead e
gram|

Code on Social Security, 2020
|rATTSTh FI&T Higdr, 2020

 Enacted on: 29 September 2020
- yafda e arm: 29 RAdeR 2020

* Objective: To provide a comprehensive social security net to workers, especially in the
unorganised sector.

* 3CCRT: ATAD], [T & F JHATST 8T H HRIIA Al T FHAT AR FI&T
STl Y&l =T

+ Consolidates nine labour laws, including:
* 9 M FIAT PT HFATHIOT FIAT ¢, STl AT ¢
* The Employees’ Provident Funds Act, 1952
- FHIIRAT F1 #fasy A sf@afaae, 1952
* The Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948
- FHARET &1 ToF diAT FfAfAFA, 1948
 The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961
« ATca et Jfafaaa, 1961
* The Building and Other Construction Workers’ Welfare Cess Act, 1996
- fsTor 3T 3T AfAE Feaor suE wfafa"wE, 1996

* Proposes creation of a Social Security Fund for gig, platform and unorganised workers.

- 1T, cewietr i srwafea sfdwt & fov awnfas gran far s @ar & gea|

* Introduces Universal Account Number (UAN) for portability of benefits.

- aret b Efafedr & fou gfaade s A9 (UAN) & Qe3d & &

* Allows registration of unorganised and gig workers via Aadhaar-linked self-declaration
on digital platforms.

* 3ETEIOT: hiel H fAgR & 50 wardt AfAFI 1 g A arell Teh fAHOT BA A
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< TS 3T Frer AT 1 ImUR-TFs TT-uvom & Aegw F o ew
T Gefteor dr 3eTATT & B

» Example: Delivery partners working for apps like Zomato or Swiggy may be included
under Social Security Schemes like accident insurance or maternity benefits.

« 3ETEOT: e AT fFqaf Sieh Tow & faw &re e arel fEefiadt aréerst &1 gerea
AT AT ATGea oS S AENToF GET A3t & A haAr ST Fehell g

Page83
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Gig workers meeting demands
minimum wages, social security

|GS Paper IIl: Employment

_ The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A roundtable held here on
Thursday on platform
work in the country re-
commended minimum
wages, social security and
legal protections for gig
and platform workers. The
meeting demanded a tri-
partite welfare Board for
gig workers in all States
and at the Central level
comprising  representa-
tives from employees, em-
ployers and governments.
The meeting, titled
“Current developments,
challenges and way for-
ward”, organised by a non-
governmental  organisa-
tion, Janpahal, and the Gig
Workers Association decid-
ed to foster dialogue bet-
ween stakeholders to iden-
tify the way forward in
ensuring gig workers’
rights within the context of
existing policy develop-

Voicing concerns: At the roundtable held in Delhl on Thursday, gig
workers highlighted the ‘harsh realities’ they face in the sector. PTI

ments. Janpahal secretary
Dharmendra Kumar said
the outcome of the meet-
ing would be sent to the
policymakers so that a
more equitable gig econo-
my could be created in the
country.

Representatives  from
the Union and State go-
vernments and interna-
tional organisations ad-
dressed the meeting.

The testimonies shared
by workers in the meeting
pointed towards “harsh
realities of work” in the
sector. “The dictatorial
and insensitive attitude of
the companies is a regular
feature in their life. There
are no avenues of redress.
Their IDs are blocked, and
they are thrown out of
work for the smallest mis-
takes or no mistakes. So-

ciety also looks at them
with disrespect. Most of
these workers are not yet
organised, and there are
only a few initiatives to or-
ganise them. Companies
are thwarting any attempts
by the workers to organise
and unionise themselves.
Any initiative for organis-
ing, protesting and raising
demands is met with ter-
mination of work,” a state-
ment issued after the meet-
ing said.

The meeting demanded
a minimum wage/income
for the workers based on
their logged-in hours. “The
continuous reduction in
the rate cards for workers
should be stopped,” it de-
manded adding that sur-
charge collected from con-
sumers should be properly
shared with the workers.

It also urged the Centre
to declare a social security
policy for online platform
workers.

Gig Workers’ Meeting Demands Minimum Wages, Social

Security

farer ot Y JoF F FAAH AT, WIATTS &I Y AT HiY

- A roundtable on platform work held on Thursday recommended
minimum wages, social security, and legal protections for gig and

platform workers.

* THAR Y FTAIT CATHIA a6 T T MerAST d6% H 97 3R celewist
THd & fT wgeTae 3a+, aenfas e, 3R Frepsi guat hr e #

TS|
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* The meeting demanded a tripartite welfare board for gig workers in all States and at the
Central level, consisting of representatives from employees, employers, and governments.

. 5F o Y =AY 3R Fg A ey IR & AT v Braaf Feamor 91 S AT 6, TEH FHAARY,
foraear 3 R & gfafafer enfaer g

* The meeting, titled “Current developments, challenges and way forward”, was organised
by Janpahal and the Gig Workers Association to foster dialogue between stakeholders.

» “TAAT TATHH, FAAAT 3R 3T At W~ oS Tg Jooh STeT9ger A By ahet varfdwers
GaRT AT & 18 &Y 1feh ReTeehl & i< Halg 1 Yicariad o S @ |

* The objective was to ensure gig workers' rights within the context of existing policy
developments.

« SHHT 3E42T TAHAT A FasTa & FeeT 7 Frer sfAwT & AR 1 gRAfRad awer o

» Janpahal secretary Dharmendra Kumar said the outcome would be sent to policymakers to
help build a more equitable gig economy.

-mﬂmﬁauﬁawﬁﬁrﬁsméﬂﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬁrﬁmﬁmﬁaﬁmmaﬁw
3O ATIHTT 9T 3reieaaedT 1 RAT & T |

* Representatives from the Union and State governments and international organisations
also addressed the meeting.

- g 3R ToT FIFERT & yfafAfRTT 3R AT waraal & oft Joa  TNfaa R

» Workers’ testimonies shared in the meeting highlighted the harsh realities of the sector.

« S5 H ATSAT FI IS HTHRT T IATET o 3 817 T HOR JEATAHATHT T 3IR THaT|

» They spoke of the dictatorial and insensitive attitude of companies, lack of grievance
redressal, and being blocked or terminated for minor or no mistakes.

« 3egiel HUTATT P dAT-ITEY 3 T A, Rwraa fAaror Y FA, 317 SE a1 fa=T T
& TES sel1p T AR & ATt ST T 91T FET|

» Workers also face social disrespect, and most of them are not organised.

« AT I GTATTTS HTATT T 3 THAT FAT USaT &, 3R 375 A HTHr FIfdd AT 2

« Companies are actively thwarting unionisation efforts, and any protest or demand often
results in termination of work.

« FUTAAT HIST FeTTeT T HITART T YT &, 31 FomdY ot 3% 1 ATeT & STaTe A F1H A fAwTer
fear Srar

» The meeting demanded a minimum wage/income based on logged-in hours.
- §h o FATT-FoT el oh IR T T cd AcTel/HTA hY HIT 67|
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* It said the continuous reduction in rate cards must be stopped.

« §& F gl 1T foh YT FIET A TIMAR AT T W FHeld) FT et ST TR0

* It also stated that surcharge collected from consumers must be fairly shared with

workers.

« I $1 g AT b STSIFATHT & aen 71 AfaRerd e &1 3T 7 @ sfA=1 & @y awn
faam St =g

» The meeting urged the Centre to declare a social security policy for online platform

workers.

- 35 o Fg FIHR § HAATST CAcHI THA & T Areford FRam i e el 71 31mere

R

ISRO set to launch earth observation
satellite usmg PSLV rocket on Sunday

|GS Paper llI: S&T

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) is all
geared up for its 10lst
launch with the PSLV-C61 /
EOS-09 mission to be
launched at 5.59 a.m. on
Sunday from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota.

The ISRO on Thursday
said the PSLV was moved
from the Payload Integra-
tion Facility to the Mobile
Service Tower at the space-
port in Sriharikota for
further integration.

EOS-09 is an earth ob-
servation satellite which is
expected to boost India’s
surveillance capabilities in
all-weather  conditions.
The satellite is equipped
with C-band synthetic
aperture radar enabling
capturing of high-resolu-
tion images of earth’s sur-
face under all-weather con-

Collaboration on: Participants at a meet of the ISRO and JAXA in
Bengaluru on May 13 and 14 for the Chandrayaan-5 mission. ISRO

ditions round the clock.

Chandrayaan-5 meet
The ISRO and the JAXA,
the space agency of Japan,
jointly conducted the third
face-to-face Technical In-
terface Meeting (TIM-3),
for the Chandrayaan-5/Lu-
nar Polar Exploration (LU-
PEX) mission at the ISRO
Headquarters in Bengaluru
on May 13 and 14.

The meeting was attend-
ed by senior officials, pro-

ject executives, and techni-
cal team members from
the ISRO, JAXA, and Mit-
subishi Heavy Industries
(MHI), Japan.

“Following the legacy of
Chandrayaan-1, Chan-
drayaan-2 (orbiter-based
lunar exploration), Chan-
drayaan-3  (lander-rover
based in-situ exploration)
and the forthcoming Chan-
drayaan-4 (India’s first lu-
nar sample return mis-
sion), the Chandrayaan-5/

LUPEX mission will be the

fifth mission in the Chan-
drayaan series of lunar
missions, in collaboration
with JAXA, to study the lu-
nar volatile materials, in-
cluding lunar water, in the
vicinity of a Permanently
Shadowed Region in the lu-
nar south pole,” ISRO said.

The mission will be
launched by JAXA onboard
its H3-24L launch vehicle,
carrying the ISRO-made lu-
nar lander, which will car-
ry the MHI, Japan-made lu-
nar rover. ISRO, apart from
developing the lunar lan-
der, is also responsible for
developing a few scientific
instruments for the mis-
sion. The scientific instru-
ments for this mission
would be contributed by
ISRO, JAXA, ESA and NA-
SA, all thematically con-
nected with the explora-
tion and in-situ analysis of
the volatiles reserved in
the lunar polar region.

ISRO set to
launch earth
observation
satellite using
PSLV rocket on
Sunday

SE IAaR &1
PSLV I%e &
gl 3raeliche
3YIE Aled Hlel
& foT dur

- The Indian
Space Research
Organisation
(ISRO) is
preparing for its

101st launch with the PSLV-C61 / EOS-09 mission, scheduled for 5:59
a.m. on Sunday from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota.

* AT IHANET ITHYTET WrseT (W) 39T 10147 F&Iqor PSLV-C61 /
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EOS-09 fAere & |rer AR Gag 5:59 dof Heer erae et g, AeRerer

¥ F Fr A FT @R

* On Thursday, ISRO stated that the PSLV was moved from the Payload Integration Facility
to the Mobile Service Tower at the Sriharikota spaceport for further integration.

* AHAR T SEY o TAAT o PSLV &1 Fas erareret bfaferd & ererant AgRenter fFua Aamger
AT ey # 3iTa# vhieor & T raia & fear = g

* EOS-09 is an earth observation satellite designed to enhance India’s surveillance
capabilities in all-weather conditions.

« EOS-09 Ush gt radlise 39918 ¢ ford weft wtaat &F o iy frarmedY averanatt ) sigret & fow
ESIEGRERIKIRIE

* The satellite is equipped with C-band Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) to capture high-
resolution images of Earth’s surface in all-weather conditions and at all times.

- 75 39915 W33 RAARF va=k TR (SAR) ¥ gafoara g, st weft wtaat s wor & qed i
g $1 3ea-RATeq2T a€dR ot 7 a1 B

Chandrayaan-5 Meet
UGATA-5 d5&

* ISRO and JAXA (Japan’s space agency) conducted the third face-to-face Technical
Interface Meeting (TIM-3) for the Chandrayaan-5 / Lunar Polar Exploration (LUPEX)
mission at ISRO Headquarters in Bengaluru on May 13 and 14.

« SERY 3N FATaTe <y AHAfeT T JAXA 7 13 3R 14 7S T derere Rua 39 FEATET A T5TTT-
5 / @ 9o’ TFHTARerST (LUPEX) farere & forw drad serar ey doa (TIM-3) 3maifara

* The meeting was attended by senior officials, project executives, and technical team
members from ISRO, JAXA, and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries (MHI), Japan.

- Yo H A, JAXA 3R STarer i fAegiaeht 4t $5¢de (MHI) & aftss siftrardy, aRarsen
gaeed, 3R dhedh 7 F Ferg 3uiead I

* |ISRO stated that, following the legacy of Chandrayaan-1, Chandrayaan-2 (orbiter-based
lunar exploration), Chandrayaan-3 (lander-rover based in-situ exploration), and the upcoming
Chandrayaan-4 (India’s first lunar sample return mission), the Chandrayaan-5/ LUPEX
mission will be the fifth in the Chandrayaan series.

« SR o I T AGATA-1, TgATT-2 (3iTee 3mena), Tedma-3 (st-Aa 3menia e
qreToT), 3R 3MeTHEY TgATT-4 (wwwﬁaﬂwmmm)eﬁrqiwaﬁmmgm
GATA-5 / LUPEX fRrereT Igarer s{@ar &1 qraar fAere gam|
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* This mission, in collaboration with JAXA, aims to study lunar volatile materials, including
lunar water, near a Permanently Shadowed Region in the lunar south pole.

- g TR, JAXA & T AR, TGHAT & YT deal SH o I STl 1 37T o5 giarolt ga &
T T § SHATGFT &F H HL|

» The mission will be launched by JAXA using its H3-24L launch vehicle, carrying the ISRO-
made lunar lander and MHI, Japan-made lunar rover.

- 3 AT T JAXA 39el H3-24L W&I90T I § il 9T, forae g8 ganT e ag aisw 3R
SITaTeT Y MH| g@RT A =g Qaw eanfae gl

» Apart from developing the lunar lander, ISRO is also responsible for designing a few
scientific instruments for the mission.

- T AT & e & 3remar, 8 39 fAee & v $o dnfas sy &1 o el s wr e

» These scientific instruments will be contributed by ISRO, JAXA, ESA (European Space
Agency), and NASA, all focused on exploring and analyzing volatiles in the lunar polar
region.

« I demferer 3USTT ISRO, JAXA, FT 3iafat woid! (ESA) 3R NASA garT vl fahu S,
ST welt I g & # AR el i wier 3 fredtwor o Hfed gier
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India’s cough syrup crackdown —
what prompted it and what follows

Paediatricians across the country welcome the move to restrict use of a common cold drug combination for children under the age of four, while

pharmacists flag confusion over whether prescriptions can be honoured and what should be done with existing stock

Zubeda Hamid

ast month, the Central

government restricted the use of

acommon cold d

combination for children under
the age of four, and also asked
manufacturers to include a warning on
the label, in package insert or the
promotional literature of these drugs.

This fixed drug combination (FDC),
present in several popular brands of
cough syrups for children, consists of
chlorpheniramine maleate and
phenylephrine hydrochloride. While
chlorpheni i isan ihi: i
used to relieve allergy-like conditions such
as a runny nose, watery eyes and
sneezing, phenylephrine is a
decongestant that works by narrowing
small blood vessels, providing temporary
relief from inflammation.

In a gazette notification issued on April
15, the Union Ministry of Health stated
that this FDC was likely to involve risk to
children below four years of age and safer
alternatives to this drug are available. The
matter was examined by a Subject Expert
Committee, following which the
restrictions were imposed.

Good news for paediatricians
For paediatricians across the country, the
ban is a welcome move. Rajath Athreya,
lead logist and senior ct
paediatrician at Rainbow Children’s
Hospital, Sarjapur Road in Bengaluru said
the combination of a sedative
antihistamine like chlorpheniramine
maleate along with phenylephrine was
irrational in the first place.
I ine, which is a d

can also have effects on heart beat and
blood pressure. These effects are
unpredictable in young children and
hence, there has been concern about the
use of the drug in this age group,” he said.

T.U. Sukumaran, a specialist in
paediatric pulmonology and behavioural
medicine from Kerala, pointed out that
first-generation antihistamines — drugs
that block the action of histamines that
can cause a fever, itching, runny nose,
and watery eyes — such as
chlorphenaramine should not be given to
children aged less than four in any case,
as they could produce complications in
this age category.

Explaining further, Vibhu Kawatra,
paediatrician, pulmonologist and allergy
specialist based in New Delhi said that the

Strict instructions: After restricting the use of a common cold drug combination, the Centre has also directed asked manufacturers to include a warning on
the label, in package insert or the promotional literature of these drugs. GETTY IMAGES

generation of antihistamines evolved
making chlorpheniramine redundant.

Paediatricians pointed out that
second-generation antihistamines such as
cetirizine and fexofenadine were safer
alternatives.

For pharmacists however, some
amount of confusion has prevailed over
whether or not prescriptions can be
honoured and what can be done with
existing stock. This was complicated by
petitions moved by several pharma
companies in the Delhi High Court
praying for the quashing of the gazette
notification. The court however ruled on
April 24 that the restriction would apply
prospectively, and not retrospectively,
and also directed the pharma companies

State Drugs Controllers’ office. As a result,
stocks are still available in pharmacies.

“Itis the responsibility of
manufacturers to collect the banned stock
through their medical representatives or
to officially instruct their authorised
distributors to retrieve the same. Retailers
cannot bear the financial or legal brunt
for holding stocks they procured legally
before the ban,” he added.

A.N. Mohan, president, All Kerala
Chemists and Druggists Association,
however said that chemists have been
allowed to sell their existing stock of this
FDC, in line with the Delhi High Court
judgement. M. Anandan, general
secretary of Tamil Nadu Pharmacists
Welfare Association, pointed to a wider

Flac i

to issue notices in national T

and issue advisories to doctors, chemists
and retailers with regard to the ban.
However, no coercive action would be
taken with respect to the stock
manufactured and/or in circulation on or
before April 15, the court stated.

B. Thirunavukkarasu, president,
Bangalore District Chemists and Druggists
Association, raised serious concerns over
the communication of the ban to
pharmacies, “While we welcome the
government’s move to protect children’s
health, the way this ban has been
I i and d has caused

main issue with first g

and risk within the

is that of respi: y
depression and apnoea. Many
over-the-counter syrups and drops
however, contain chlorpheniramine due
to its antihistamine properties as well as
its side effect of drowsiness to calm the
child, despite the risk of sudden death
that could occur with its use. Over a
period of time, he said, a newer

pharmaceutical supply chain,” he said.
Pointing out that there was a lack of
formal communication from
manufacturers and wholesalers to

F ate drug i s to
enforce regulations. In T.N., for instance,
where there are 90,000 pharmacies, the
State has just 200 drug inspectors, he
said. He also noted that many pharmacies
were not run by qualified pharmacists
which contributed to the problem of
proper drug dispensation.

Paediatricians said it is important to
know what is causing the cough or cold
rather than rushing to medicate the child.

Mohandas Nair, professor, department
of paediatrics, Government Medical
College Hospital, Kozhikode, explained
that the most common type of cough in
children is associated with viral upper
respiratory t infections that only last
for a few days. In such cases,
symptomatic treatment was not essential
~ the FDC would only add to the cost of

retailers, Mr. Thir said retail
chemists, who are expected to comply
immediately, have not even received
circulars from many companies or the

apart from its undesirabl
potential side effects, he said.
Other causes of a cough could be:
asthma, gastro-oesophageal reflux, or

post-nasal drip — secretion in the back of
the throat or nose. For asthma, doctors
recommend inhaled salbutamol, while
occasionally inhalers or nebulisers are
prescribed, while for post-nasal drip,
proper positioning while sleeping could
help. Across the board, doctors say simple
home remedies such as warm water and
honey can go a long way.

Colds too, could be caused by viral
infections, and in most cases, do not
require aggressive treatment, they said.
As a senior paediatrician in Chennai
noted: “The coughing disturbs the parent
more than the child. We have tried to
reduce prescribing medicines wherever
possible.” Dr. Kawatra said that parents
must also be responsible: they must
refrain from buying cough syrups without
prescriptions.

Disseminating information

While the restriction has been welcomed,
doctors also point to the need for widely
disseminating information about it.
Madap Karuna, a paediatrician based in
Hyderabad said that professional bodies
should use their continuing medical
education programme platforms to share
updated protocols and it was essential for
information to be circulated to all
associations of doctors and pharmacists.
She also noted that there needed to be
stringent protocols in place to ensure no
banned medications were available in the
market at all.

(With inputs from Afshan Yasmeen in
Bengaluru, A.S. Jayanth in Kerala, R.
Sujatha in Chennai, Bindu Shajan
Perappadan in Delhi and Siddharth Kumar
Singh in Hyderabad.)
(health@thehindu.co.in)

THE GIST

v

A fixed drug combination
(FDC), present in several
popular brands of cough
syrups for children, consists of
chlorpheniramine maleate and
phenylephrine hydrochloride.
The Union Ministry of Health
stated that this FDC was likely
to involve risk to children
below four years of age and
restrictions were imposed

v

Paediatricians pointed out that
second-generation
antihistamines such as
cetirizine and fexofenadine
were safer alternatives. While
the restriction has been
welcomed, doctors also point
to the need for widely
disseminating information
about it. Pharmacists too
raised similar concerns

v

Paediatricians said it is
important to know what is
causing the cough or cold
rather than rushing to
medicate the child. They
advice parents to be
responsible and refrain from
buying cough syrups without
prescriptions

India’s Cough Syrup Crackdown — What Prompted It and
What Follows

HRT A F% AT I TEcdt — FHHT FROT F4T T 3T 3Tt 241 gham
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Government Restriction on Cough Syrup for Children

TR §aRT goal & favw &% favg 9w yfaeeyr

* The Central government has restricted the use of a common cold drug combination for
children under the age of four.

» g TN o IR a9 @ FH 3G & Todi & [old AT FET $T U gaT HATereT & 3TN T
gfaefaa &= Gar gl

» The combination includes chlorpheniramine maleate and phenylephrine hydrochloride,
used in popular cough syrups.

* Jg AT NHAT P AT F 93 a1 8, F9H FaRbaRIAT ATave 3R fharseuira
TRSNFARISS ATTAA & |

» Chlorpheniramine is an antihistamine for allergy-like symptoms; phenylephrine is a
decongestant that reduces inflammation by narrowing blood vessels.

* FARPARIAT Teh TARTSIAT & ST Telail S T&T0T F T8 ST &, Fharsauihe te BFawee
& i ToFdT RT3 Y HPIOT Y HateT ot had AT B

* The Health Ministry, in its April 15 gazette notification, stated that this combination poses a
risk to children below four, and safer alternatives are available.

« TARELY HATOT o 15 3ritel Y o7 IrfAgae 7 &gl foh Tg Tl IR A1 § FH 37 & Tedi &
faw Sf@sqet § 3N sud gefda seq suesu gl

* The decision followed a review by a Subject Expert Committee.

- I A0 U farerwer afAfa i qeier & a1 forar |

Paediatricians Support the Move

oTer Q971 fAAwAT 1 AT

+ Dr. Rajath Athreya, neonatologist at Rainbow Children’s Hospital, Bengaluru, said this
combination was irrational from the start.

« 3. ToTd 3737, YoTa ieget giftucd, Serefe & Adetid UeT faQt o &gl o Ig Falorel Y& A &
Jrfarasqur |

* He added that phenylephrine can affect heartbeat and blood pressure, and is
unpredictable in young children.

« 37gieT gl Toh TS et feer T ershet 3R TFATTT FI JHITAT R TohT & 3R T8 B Foal
# ITafea T8I STf HehaT &
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* Dr. T.U. Sukumaran from Kerala stated that first-generation antihistamines like
chlorpheniramine should not be given to children under four due to possible
complications.

» el & 1. .G, GIAVIH o gl Toh 547 Nt &F TR, i o FaRSAAeT, awas &
FH 3T F Toa] F 71 G I TfRT, Fifr @ FReea” g o &1

* Dr. Vibhu Kawatra from Delhi highlighted the risk of respiratory depression and apnoea with
first-generation antihistamines, sometimes leading to sudden death.

- el & 31, a9 s oF wae Wit & vdReerf@a & FRoT ai a7 w4 3 aw T &
STE# T STt T, ST hefi-refl 3raTersh Feg 1 HNOT Ief Hehel ¢ |

* He noted that these drugs are still used for their drowsiness effect, despite newer, safer
second-generation antihistamines like cetirizine and fexofenadine being available.

« 3ol ITAT foh siig Tet AT WHTT o ShRUT I gaTy A9 T SEAHAT gldl g, oldioh 39 AfeRfa=T
3R FFErfEa o gudl fidt & g wdifwerf@eT suasy ¢

Pharmacists Raise Concerns Over Confusion

BIATTAEEST o HA HY A =T 1§

» Pharmacists are confused about whether they can honour prescriptions and what to do with
existing stock.

- FIATTAES TG THST oTel U1 ¢ & [ I RAREHTAT QU T Tt § A1 181, 3R Alspar ¥eiF & @y
FI7 fohar ST |

 Several pharmaceutical companies filed petitions in Delhi High Court seeking to quash the
notification.

« &% BIAT HUAT o feeeh gl 7 MRAFTE =T Hf drfes 38 TG 1 g FAT A1 FHh |

* On April 24, the Delhi High Court ruled that the restriction would apply prospectively, not
retrospectively.

+ 24 38 T el gTSaIC of tharelr FoIra o Ig wfaraer sy 31 o ghom, Rl arfre ¥ 78T

* The court directed pharma companies to issue public notices and advisories to doctors,
chemists, and retailers.

* 37GTeId o BIAT HAfdr &l fder fam 6 3 staedl, Ffawel ik Reert #r wardafas ga=m ik
g S |

* No coercive action will be taken for stock manufactured on or before April 15.

« 15 3 T 3T B AT Tl & AT IS ESeHF FIETS AT 7 rwah|
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Communication Gap in Pharma Supply Chain
GIAT ATt H@ar 7 F=R A F

* B. Thirunavukkarasu, president of Bangalore District Chemists and Druggists Association,
said the ban was poorly communicated to pharmacies.

-« Y. RATAGFPRIY, HeeT, FraR forar FfAve vz sfree wwiffvers o sgr i g gfaey
S a6 FE a0F § et agn |

» He welcomed the move for child safety, but said it has caused confusion and risk in the
pharmaceutical supply chain.

« 3ogiel el Y FI&TT & ToIU 58 e T T [T, Afhet sgr foh sad SrAT Argfet s #
9H 3 NWH 39T &1 AT B

* He added that retail chemists have not received circulars from many companies or State
Drugs Controllers.

« 3o6iol gl Toh g huferal a1 T il foraat @ Reer Ffaeet Y wder e A €

* As aresult, these cough syrup stocks are still available in pharmacies.

« IRUTHETET, T FF BIT F1 Feiw 3130 off Frefaa) & 3uae g1
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Raising healthy hearts: reimagining school

nutrition to tackle childhood hypertension

GS Paper lll: S&T
Anuja Agarwala

It is easy to think of high blood
pressure as something that
happens later in life. But in India,
that assumption is starting to look
dangerously outdated. More and
more children are being
diagnosed with elevated blood
pressure, and many of them do
not even know it. It is not until
adolescence or adulthood that the
signs become too loud to ignore.

The numbers tell a worrying
story. The Comprehensive
National Nutrition Survey (CNNS)
from 2016-18 found that 7.3% of
Indian adolescents had
hypertensive blood pressure
levels. That number climbs to 9.1%
in urban areas. Then there is the
National Family Health Survey-5
(NFHS-5), which shows that 12% of
teens aged 15-19 already have
elevated blood pressure. These
are not isolated cases. This is a
trend. And it points to one very
clear takeaway: if we want to
tackle hypertension, we have to
start early. Really early.

There are a few things feeding
into this trend - rising childhood
obesity, less physical activity, and
a lifestyle that has shifted indoors
and online. But if we had to name
the biggest culprit, it would

Structured food educatlon and balanced
menus can transform lunch into a
launchpad for lifelong health. FILE PHOTO

probably be the food our children
are eating.

Walk into any grocery store or
school canteen, and the reality
hits you. Processed snacks that
promise flavour and convenience
in seconds. And they are taking a
toll. On average, Indian
adolescents are consuming more
than 8 grams of salt a day. That is
almost double the World Health
Organization’s recommended
limit for adults. Most of it comes
from packaged snacks, fast foods,
and street-side treats that are
heavy on salt and low on
nutrition.

Over time, children develop a

preference for these
hyper-palatable foods, while their
tolerance for healthier options
drops. They create habits, and
those habits are forming early.

India’s mid-day meal scheme
(PM POSHAN) can become a
pathway to break these habits
early. As of 2025, the scheme now
feeds approximately 120 million
children across over 1.27 million
schools, making it the largest
school meal programme globally.

As the programme scales,
there’s an opportunity to evolve
beyond basic nutrition. Can these
meals also be a gateway to
healthier food habits and greater
food literacy? For many children,
these meals are not just their main
source of nourishment but also
their first exposure to structured
eating.

What if the next phase of PM
POSHAN combined nutritional
targets with efforts to cultivate a
more joyful, educational
relationship with food? Could we
introduce regionally-inspired
menus, fresh produce, or even
involve students in food
preparation and learning?

For inspiration, we can look to
Japan, where the concept of
ShoKuiku, food education, is
woven into school life. Children

help plan meals, learn where their
food comes from, and serve lunch
to their classmates. They study
nutrition and food origins. Itis a
simple yet powerful approach,
which helps children understand
how to make better choices. And
the results speak for themselves:
lower rates of childhood obesity
and a healthier relationship with
eating. If Japan seems too far
removed from India’s realities,
consider Vietnam. Their Ministry
of Education teamed up with
Ajinomoto to improve school
lunches by adapting the ShoKuiku
model in 2012.

We need to bring that same
ambition into our schools. We can
do this by elevating PM POSHAN
scheme into a food-literacy
engine, and reshaping habits,
palates, and minds.

(Dr. Anuja Agarwala is a senior
genetic metabolic nutrition
consultant and national
vice-president, Indian Dietetic

Association
For f k and suggesti

anujaaiims@gmail.com)
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Daily page’
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Raising Healthy Hearts: Reimagining School Nutrition to
Tackle Childhood Hypertension

TAEY TG F1 9¢14T &aAT: T99 & 3od &Fadq 4 fvea & fow
Thel GIOT AT GeleheTell

« High blood pressure is no longer a problem just for adults — Indian
children are increasingly being diagnosed with it.

* 3T (FAATT HT Fadl TIEH! HT AT AGT § — AR A Ial A AR
U dsit F g W §

¢ Often, children are unaware of their condition until adolescence or adulthood.

o FET g0 fRARTTEYT AT IITH 1A dF 39«1 AT A 3T @S &1
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* The Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey (CNNS) 2016-18 found that 7.3% of
Indian adolescents had hypertensive blood pressure levels.

* AT AL TIYOT FARTOT (CNNS) 2016-18 F AR, 7.3% HRAT R & 3o Treamy &
TR 91T I1TY

e In urban areas, this number rises to 9.1%.
« g &YaY # I 31THST TGFT 9.1% B SATT 8l

* According to National Family Health Survey-5 (NFHS-5), 12% of teens aged 15-19 have
elevated blood pressure.

« AT IRETRF FaeeT FHaIor-5 (NFHS-5) & AR, 15-19 a8 A F97 & 12% fpeiRi & 3=7
IFETT ITT 31T B

« This is not a set of isolated cases but a worrying national trend.

* IF FS IHAIT-IAIT A Te1 diedh U [AdTererd TS Igir 31

* Rising childhood obesity, reduced physical activity, and sedentary digital lifestyles are
key contributors to this trend.

* 59 g # FgT g YL F1 Averdr, IR Afafafer # F4lt, 3R W F 3T JoA Rard o=
arel f3fSree shaerdteh &7 Fror )

* However, the biggest culprit is the type of food that children consume.

« TSI, G I31 FROT Ig Wi IS & o ao9 AIfAa &7 F @ €

e Supermarkets and school canteens are filled with processed snacks that are high in salt
and low in nutrition.

» GEIATHE AR TR FET NATS TAFH A X U o o7 A 31 3R dhwor & w7 919 §)

* Indian adolescents consume over 8 grams of salt per day, which is nearly double the
WHO’s recommended adult limit.

« HRAT e afafeer 8 amer F 318w s1o% &1 Vet #A §, it WHO ganT o & faw
FRifAT AT & STarstar Qe B

* Most of this salt comes from packaged foods, fast food, and street snacks.
« 3U AHS F1 ATAF FEAT Y33 13, e 53, 3R w5 fhan et arer @g gt & smar
gl

* Over time, children develop a strong preference for these highly palatable unhealthy
foods and lose the taste for healthy options.
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Fufa s araa g

* These habits are developing early in life, which makes them harder to break later.

« ¥ e Sfiaet & TR vt 7 91 W) §, e 58 15 7 disan AF & Frar g

* The mid-day meal scheme (PM POSHAN) can be a powerful intervention to reshape
food habits early.

« HEATE STl AiaAT (PM POSHAN) IRIHS 9301 # g 316l F agaa $T T THGRTe
ATETH @ THT R

* As of 2025, PM POSHAN serves around 120 million children in over 1.27 million
schools, making it the largest school meal programme in the world.

* 2025 %, PM POSHAN Jtatarr 1.27 faferaer & rftre el 3F wrererer 120 frforger et
ST gaTe et 8, Forad 78 gforan i aad 931 Tt ot Aieten oo 78 B

* This programme provides not just nourishment, but also children’s first exposure to
structured eating.

* Jg FIIFHH Had 9T &) 1gT, afcsw Teal F TIRT M Yorrell & ggell IR IRRT Far gl

* The next phase of PM POSHAN can combine nutrition goals with food education to
encourage healthier eating habits.

« PM POSHAN T 31Tl 90T 91507 7873} Y WIe ST & AT A5 310 Faeyr st 3ngal
FY TGTAT & HehelT B

* Regional menus, use of fresh produce, and involving students in meal preparation can
make meals more meaningful.

o &Y =TeteT, araT it 3T wat F1 39, 31K oEt fr Mee AT aiFar # areier see
1 30 F wrdew = G B

* In Japan, the concept of ShoKuiku (food education) is integrated into school life, where
students help plan meals, study nutrition, and serve food.

« ST # ShoKuiku (TTe X&) it IraeRoT Fher Shiaet 7 anfer §, T8t 17 $Hsre At
TS &, DYOT F°7 3T A ¥, 3 e e §

* This approach fosters healthier food choices, lower childhood obesity, and a positive
relationship with food.

o I a1 TaET WS AFeul, FH 997 A, 3T Ao & 9fa FFRIcHS HaY &) GcdTed
FLAT R
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* Vietham adapted the ShoKuiku model in 2012 in collaboration with Ajinomoto,
improving school lunches through education.

o RITAH A 2012 & Ajinomoto F AT FATHT ShoKuiku ATSS Y I9=TTAT 3T e F #megs
¥ TR STl $I Fgc T4

* India must bring similar ambition and innovation to its schools by making PM POSHAN
a food literacy engine.

« TR Y $ft 379a Tl XA & AgcarwiaT AR FATAR AT TR AR PM POSHAN HY U
e WA $o1eT qaTell A1ieT|

* This can help reshape not just food habits, but also palates and minds of future
generations.

* g had A $Y Tgal H & A1, afed Targ 3 T #Y 3 3SR St A AGE FT ThdT B
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[GS Paper lil: Inflation |

Under control

Low retail inflation is good news for
consumers and policymakers

pril’s 69-month low retail inflation and 13-
A month low wholesale inflation should

come as a relief to the public and policy-
makers alike. For the public, it shows that the eas-
ing of prices in the first few months of the year is
continuing. For policymakers, it goes a step
further in confirming that last year’s alarming le-
vels of inflation are well and truly under control,
and that the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) was right
to cut interest rates twice in a row. The fall in re-
tail inflation was driven by a contraction of nearly
11% in vegetable prices, and 5.2% in the price of
pulses. However, it is important to note that alth-
ough vegetable prices are lower than last year,
this contraction is mainly due to a very high base
— vegetable inflation was in the 27%-30% range in
the February-April period of last year. Inflation at
the wholesale level, too, was driven down by eas-
ing vegetable prices, which contracted 18.26% in
April. This, too, was on a relatively high base of
nearly 12% last April. The base effect aside, it
does look like the government’s efforts to bolster
buffer stocks of essential food items, conduct
open market releases, and ease imports during
supply shortages have helped in easing inflation.
The other — less positive — factor could have been
the liquidity crunch that banks were facing in the
first few months of the year. Lower liquidity re-
sults in lower amounts left to lend, which squeez-
es money with companies and the public, and
thus can lower inflation. As things stand, even
though retail inflation has been decreasing for six
consecutive months, its trajectory for the rest of
the year will significantly be determined by the
monsoon and its vagaries. Similarly, the ongoing
tariff uncertainty and threats of retaliation by In-
dia will also play a part.

The latest inflation data does have some policy
implications. The first and most obvious one is
that it will likely encourage the RBI's Monetary
Policy Committee to cut interest rates again in
June. However, an important consideration for it
will also be how the latest GDP growth data — to
be released this month end — will look. The oth-
er, more immediate step for public sector oil mar-
keting companies is to finally cut fuel prices in
line with crude oil inflation in the WPI coming in
at a 22-month low. If not, then the government
should officially abandon its dynamic pricing pol-
icy, where prices are supposedly revised daily.
That fuel prices have been virtually unchanged in
three years, despite oil prices falling 42% over the
period, means the policy is a sham in any case.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Under Control

IGEENE:]

Low retail inflation is good news for consumers
and policymakers

FH GelT A IustiFansit 3 Afa-Parant & fav
TN @R

* April's 69-month low retail inflation and 13-month low wholesale
inflation offer relief to both the general public and policymakers.

* 31T T 69 HENA Y TR F Fell A 3R 13 A F o d FH
A AEE STt 3R A ATA3iT St & forw Tga orent 3ms B

* For the public, it confirms that the decline in prices seen in the early
months of the year is continuing.

» STeTTT o ToIT g TS il & Toh Aol i Y&37Tel F WY 1S hreeit &
foRrae S ¥

* For policymakers, it confirms that last year’s high inflation is now
under control and that the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) was correct
in cutting interest rates twice consecutively.

» -3 3 fT 78 gfte axar § o oo a¥ i 3oa #gans 3«
fA=or & § 3R s Rerd & (RBI) GaRT &Y aR 9aR s91e &30 &
Feld =T 3T |

Factors Behind the Inflation Drop
AEITS H fIrae & &Ror

 The drop in retail inflation was led by a nearly 11% fall in vegetable
prices and a 5.2% decline in pulse prices.

» Ge1 HgaTs H FRIaC T HET HROT Afeoral Y FIHAAT F T80T 11%
Fr firae 3 arat Y Faar 7 5.2% A FA 7Y

» However, this drop is due to a very high base from last year when vegetable inflation was
between 27% to 30% during February-April.

« gretifeh, I8 fRTae foel o & qgd 3od HTUR & HROT § SId HIa-3rdter & R afesrar &
HEIS 27% T 30% & ey oAt
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» Wholesale inflation also declined due to falling vegetable prices, which contracted by 18.26%
in April.

- Ui AGITS # ¢ FRTae 3mS i ardter & wfoerat Y a7 18.26% it wat @ 715

* Last year’s base for wholesale vegetable inflation was nearly 12%, which contributed to this
year’s fall.

- oo 9§ U1 eoll HEIMS &7 TR I 12% 2T, gy 38 a§ 7 Frae & derer 2|

Government Measures and Other Contributors
R 39T 31X 3T FROT

» Government steps such as boosting buffer stocks, open market releases, and easing
imports during shortages helped control inflation.

» TR GART THT FEFH TTAT, 3T AR 7 Wi awq3it hir fahy, 3T 3mara #Y 3marer geren
AT AT o AEIS F [FAIRT = H A

* Alliquidity crunch in banks earlier this year also contributed; less liquidity means less
lending, which reduces spending and thus lowers inflation.

« el T YB3 H el 7 T Y FHY 8 Teh HROT I, FH aATerar § FOT faeror gear g, fFaa
Y FA gie ¢ 3N A el ¢

Future Outlook

afasy i ufa

* Despite six straight months of decline, the inflation trend ahead will depend on the monsoon
and its uncertainties.

* SR B ALl I [TR1C & STds]g, 3T T Agans T il AlergeT 3R 3aehr AfafReaaansit
fs et

* Tariff uncertainty and the possibility of India's retaliatory measures will also influence
inflation trends.

« INE HTPREAT 31N 7R F STt FIATE Y FHGAT off FEIS B FHITIT M|

Policy Implications

CIGLUGREIC]

+ This inflation data is likely to encourage the RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee to consider
another interest rate cut in June.

- Ig AGIS HehsT HHad: HRAT RAd da &y A Aify afdfa o s A & sk sa g o
Fetdt 7= & T 9Ra HaEm|
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* However, the GDP growth data expected at the end of the month will also be an important
factor in that decision.

« ETCliTeh, ATE & 3 # 3T T GDP [ 31TahsT 37 5 AT 3 Agcayor s{fHer foremmuan|

Fuel Pricing and Policy Credibility
$euet e fareor 3 Aifer Fr Rreaweaar

* Public sector oil companies should now cut fuel prices, as crude oil inflation in the WPI is at
a 22-month low.

« AT 819 & doT FHUfadl Sl 31 $ereT Y Hreret Ter @R, il e Hed Fahis (WPI)
A FY A Y AL 22 AN F FYAAH TR WL

« If fuel prices are not reduced, the government should officially abandon the dynamic pricing
policy, which is supposed to revise prices daily.

« I ST T AT 7 Feldl AT gl &, dF TR FF SRS 5T giferd) F snfwis &
T FATCT X SoT ATV, [T T hIFd STl Sgall Sier i

* Fuel prices have remained nearly unchanged for three years, despite a 42% fall in oil
prices, showing that the policy has not been implemented genuinely.

-ﬁwﬁ;ﬁaaﬁ#é’mﬁmmﬁwﬁ?aaa%aarahahﬂa’fﬁn%a?rﬁwaﬂé
&, S Reara & o6 g% NS areda & amp g A 7E Y|
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The paradox of the approach to the Manipur issue

S Paper llI: Internal Securit;

s the stalemated conflict in Manipur

completes two years, the veritable wait

for the Godot of political settlement

continues to remain elusive. Despite
unleashing a trail of devastation, the loss of over
250 lives and an unfolding human tragedy which
compelled thousands of internally displaced
persons to live in sub-human makeshift relief
centres for over two years, Manipur’s violence
has not secured a high-order-of-national-priority.
This is gallingly evident as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi maintains his stoic refusal to visit
the State and offer a definitive road map to break
the impasse. This compares starkly with the
topmost-priority accorded by him to the
Pahalgam terror strike on April 22, which led to
the curtailment of his official visit to Saudi Arabia
and the announcement of policy measures.

The very short military stand-off between
India and Pakistan and the swift response made
eminent sense given the overwhelming and
dominant mood of the nation that something
decisive had to be done not only to decimate
terrorist infrastructure across the Line of Control,
but also penalise Pakistan for its alleged
sponsorship of cross-border terrorism. As the
stand-off and the terms of the
understanding/ceasefire likely to be agreed upon
by the two nuclear powers continue to take
centre-stage, it is highly unlikely that Manipur’s
continuing human tragedy and political impasse
will get the serious attention it deserves.

The approach to the northeast

What explains this paradox? And in what way
does this follow a broader pattern of New Delhi’s
engagement with Manipur, and, by extension,
Northeast India?

A clue lies in making a long-term assessment of
New Delhi’s approach to the Northeast, and for
that matter Manipur, which is underscored by its
obsession with national security and regime
consolidation. Unlike Kashmir, which is the focus
in a series of triangular conflicts with Pakistan
and China, Manipur’s case does not present an
imminent threat to India’s national security
despite concerted efforts over the past two years
to make this as such. Although both of India’s
adversaries were involved in the training of
armed independentist groups such as the Naga
National Council and its progeny, the NSCN-IM,
the Mizo National Front, the United Liberation
Front of Assam, and the United National
Liberation Front, in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s,
their support to these groups remains remote and
diminished.

However, because the policy mandarins in
Delhi best understand the language of national
security, concerted attempts had been made by
certain quarters of valley-based civil society
groups and self-professed national security
experts to squarely blame Manipur’s violence on
‘lungi-clad’ Kuki armed militants across the
India-Myanmar border. A case in point is the
failed attempt to amplify this threat by the then
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The stance on
what is also a
national
security issue is
problematic

Chief Minister’s office in mid-September 2024 by
invoking credible ‘intelligent inputs’ which
forewarned imminent crossover and attack by
over ‘900 Kuki militants’ based in Myanmar with
the capabilities to launch rocket launchers against
Meitei villages. On hindsight, this security bluster
was a half-clever ploy to whip up a majoritarian
sense of insecurity and used that as a pretext to
prepare the grounds for a series of offensive
strikes against Kuki-Zomi-Hmar villages beyond
the ‘buffer zone’ on the pretext of combing
operations.

Interestingly, the protagonists of national
security remain conspicuously muted on the
more serious threat posed by the large-scale
mobilisation of valley-based insurgent groups, or
VBIGs and their foot soldiers in the wake of this
violence since May 3, 2023. One immediate
consequence of this is the outsourcing of law and
order to these groups on the pretext that the State
fails to protect villages which remained exposed
to transgressions and offensive attacks across the
buffer zone. This zone, ideated and enforced by
the Indian paramilitary forces after Home
Minister Amit Shah visited the State towards the
end of May 2023, lies in the foothills and marks
the point of territorial and demographic
separation between the Meiteis and
Kuki-Zomi-Hmars.

Such a problematic stance on a national
security issue has also effectively neutralised the
security gains obtained by India since it
successfully flushed out VBIGs from their safe
havens in the valley areas in Operation All-Clear
(2004). Instead of prioritising substantive
security issues such as an upscaling of
intelligence-gathering capabilities,
counterinsurgency skills, modernisation and
professionalisation of the Indian Army and
police, the Indian security policy continues to be
stuck in a time-warp of political optics.

The case of fencing as an obsolete outlook
The unusual zeal with which New Delhi pushes
the agenda of revoking the free movement regime
and spending over 31,000 crore for fencing the
1,643 kilometre India-Myanmar border, including
the 398 kilometre-long Manipur-Myanmar border,
is clearly an instance of an obsolete security
overdrive. While this may simultaneously cater to
the perceived sense of insecurity whipped up by
majoritarian groups based in the valley and
eminently suit the pork-barrel brand of politics
with promissory collateral benefits to contractors
and brokers, the lines of divide are clearly
apparent as the Naga, and Mizo, among others,
have registered their staunch opposition. Unless
such a policy framework is tailored to win the
hearts and the minds of transborder people -
which seems to be the case here — it is neither
likely to augment India’s national security nor
promote India’s neighbourhood first policy via
the Act East policy across the India-Myanmar
border and beyond.

Unfortunately, a longitudinal assessment of

India’s national security policy framework across
political regimes demonstrates that it is driven
more by political optics in ways which help
consolidate political regimes, rather than being
hard-wired in upskilling security infrastructure.
This explains why beyond the public spectacle of
holding piecemeal arms surrender events, no
sincere effort is made to recover sophisticated
arms (numbering over 6,000) and ammunition
(numbering over 5,00,000) given away to armed
groups since the outbreak of violence.
Notwithstanding this, barely around 4,000 of the
6,020 arms snatched away from the State
armouries have so far been deposited in response
to the State government’s call. Interestingly, 894
of these were deposited in response to two
deadlines — announced by Governor Ajay Kumar
Bhalla, on February 28, which was extended to
March 6, 2025.

The self-congratulatory and nonchalant way in
which voluntary arms surrender was pressed for
political optics became evident on February 27, a
day before the first dateline, when a cavalcade of
the Arambai Tenggol, an armed militia accused of
perpetrating atrocities against several
Kuki-Zomi-Hmar villages, marched across the
streets and surrendered 246 weapons at a police
station in Imphal. Even though many of these
so-called surrendered arms are country-made
guns, there is neither a persistent follow-up
action after the second deadline passed on March
6, nor any serious attempt to nab and prosecute
defaulting individuals under the Arms Act.

An incremental approach such as this may be
the key to gradually stabilising law and order.
However, the easy and abundant availability of
arms and ammunition in the hands of armed
groups in the State is likely to perpetuate the
ethnic security dilemma even as there is no
sustained and credible security guarantee from
the State. The reluctant imposition of President’s
Rule on February 13, 2025 as a convenient escape
route to an imminent and inglorious fall of the
Bharatiya Janata Party government, after an open
revolt within its ranks, and the change of political
guard in the State seems to have signalled a
subtle, yet stern, message to armed groups across
the divide that violence is not going to be
tolerated.

Looking ahead

A halting, yet incremental return to normalcy
may, however, impel serious political
engagements with rival stakeholders in ways that
simultaneously accommodate legitimate
demands and promote trust and legitimacy to
state institutions. As rival parties respectively
commemorated May 3 as ‘separation day’ and a
‘day of remembrance and reflection’ to push their
divergent political agendas, breaking the political
impasse and stabilising law and order require
substantive policy reorientations that transcend
political optics and regime consolidation.

The views expressed are personal

The Paradox of the Approach to the Manipur Issue

AT A & fer giSehior &t faemsma

« Two years of Stalemate in Manipur
- AR # TRy & &Y ad

+ As the conflict in Manipur completes two years, a meaningful political settlement still

Address

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in =

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

PagelOO



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

remains elusive.

* ST 8 AT & FEd S &Y 3 R &I &, Toh 3 Tl fereh HATTS 379 &1 g Y HlST 711 g3 &

* The situation has caused over 250 deaths and mass internal displacement, with people
living in sub-human conditions in relief centres.

- 38 T&ufd & 250 & 3rfar wiai i Al 3R el ReuTas &1 S & 8, STet oier sraAreTdr
greTa & ga Rfat A @ w &
* Yet, the crisis has not received top national priority.

« T 31, =T Hehe ol IASET FTATRHAT 8T AT uTs &

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi has not visited the State nor proposed a clear roadmap to
resolve the issue.

« FTTHAT g AXY o 7 df TT 7 a7 frar 3R 7 €Y 5T Tohe & JATYT & [OIT IS Tase @reht
wE TR

* In contrast, the Pahalgam terror strike on April 22 received immediate attention, including
cancellation of the Saudi visit and policy announcements.

- 3 T, 22 IS T EU TG ATAh! §HA &1 el Grafarehedr &1 1S, forast w34t ak
EE Y AT SIYoTT &Y 5|

* National Security Response in Other Regions

* 3o &A1 7 e g i wiafsa
* The brief military stand-off with Pakistan was responded to swiftly, reflecting national

consensus on the need to destroy terrorist infrastructure and punish Pakistan for cross-
border terrorism.

« QIfREATe & T eUahlTeldh Yo dalld T cdRd SIdTd &I 31T, T5ad I8 Hohd [Aer fm ger &
Y S Y WA Fa 3T AT IR ATddaE & T qifFEde # Effd F&a HF &g o 3H
TgAfa AT

» However, the prolonged Manipur crisis continues to be ignored.

« et o FHT @ ST AR Whe &1 31 ot AaiaTer fonar S 38T 8

The Approach to the Northeast
qafeR & 9id gieeahior

* National Security and Regime Focus

« TSy & AR Far Figa gieeaior

* New Delhi’s long-term policy toward the Northeast, including Manipur, is driven by a focus
on national security and regime consolidation.
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9T 3menRa W gl

* Unlike Kashmir, which involves strategic conflicts with Pakistan and China, Manipur does
not pose an imminent national security threat.

« FAR & faudia, STe! wfdwearer 3R e @ WwiEifcs chira afde &, AR IS derter T
&I WA 6T FEIT T

* Earlier support from China and Pakistan to insurgent groups such as NSCN-IM, ULFA, MNF,
and UNLF has now significantly diminished.

o g e 3T qifEarer @ NSCN-IM, ULFA, MNF, 31T UNLF S 391l Haras! ol fAer gaded
magagaaa:mg’rm‘s‘l

- Blaming the ‘Kuki Militants’ Narrative
* ‘Fehl JTATFEAYT HT AN ot ¥ T

* Policymakers and civil society groups have attempted to frame Kuki armed groups along the
India-Myanmar border as a primary threat.

- f-FATarst 3R Fo AreTRe Togh o sRa-FIAR €A1 R U Fhr 3Tard) Topgl H Je7
YR & T H TEJT el T I FT &

* In September 2024, the Chief Minister’s Office cited ‘credible intelligence inputs’ warning
that over 900 Kuki militants were preparing rocket launcher attacks on Meitei villages.

- Rda 2024 7 FETHA FRTAT o ‘Regwahs GEar SRy & gare 4 arar far i 900 @
HftrF FhY 3TAr Whe dlea § AAS &1 TR GHAT Lo T ANoTal1 TAT E 8 |

* In hindsight, this threat was exaggerated to stir majoritarian insecurity and justify attacks on
Kuki-Zomi-Hmar villages beyond the buffer zone.

-mﬁagwgm%agwagﬁmmwmaﬁmﬁaﬂ?mma;wgﬁﬁ-m—
AR AT W gHd1 o 3T 3ger i oreifa oY

* Silence on Valley-Based Insurgent Groups (VBIGS)
« gTEY 3menRer 37aTe gt (VBIGS) 9X godt

 National security advocates have been silent on the real threat of mobilization of valley-
based insurgent groups (VBIGS) since May 3, 2023.

- 37§ 2023 ¥ °TEY TR 3AATET FHET (VBIGs) FT T8 HEAT H AAEN T TET FR&TT TAdF
ot @ g |

» Law and order has been outsourced to these groups on the pretext that the state failed to
protect exposed villages near the buffer zone.
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» T TIHR RN THT ST o I AT IGRI&IT 7at hr T H 3B ol o 6Tl F, Plofei-
sgawT &1 fHFAer g1 aogl #t dla fr s 2

« Buffer Zone Creation and Its Effects

o THY Al Y TTT 3R IFHT I3 9

* The buffer zone was created by Indian paramilitary forces after Home Minister Amit
Shah’s visit in late May 2023.

- 378 7N AT AE & 7S 2023 F 3@ H AN & a1¢ ARAT 3 A Tt CarT T et =2
|

* It marked the territorial and demographic separation between the Meitei and Kuki-Zomi-
Hmar communities.

- 75 #A% 3R TH-NHA-FAR FoEr & O stnfa s SwiRad s 1 g 9o
|

» The zone became the center of militarized violence, communal insecurity, and lawless
retaliation.

- g & W T, wropenfs e, 3R e wiege & wicreer o1 e o=t arm|

Security Policy and Ethnic Conflict in Manipur
ATOTqY 3 gRaw Afer 3k sl gad

Erosion of Security Gains Post Operation All-Clear (2004)
JTIRAT IHTeT-FFAT (2004) F a1 FI&T ATHY T &T0T

* Such a problematic stance on a national security issue has effectively neutralised the gains
India achieved after successfully flushing out VBIGs during Operation All-Clear (2004).

» TSERT FRET Heg TN THT GATIICHS T, TR 3fel-fFeray (2004) & &RTeT VBIGS
AHAAYIh ST fhrelal & STe SR SIRT YTCcT FI&TT olTeil h FASTsTdy Y b 8|

* Instead of prioritising intelligence-gathering, counterinsurgency, modernisation, and
professionalisation of forces, India’s security policy remains focused on political optics.

- AT STARRY Tohe Y, Tagle-Ael Torahfar, amegfaehrantor, 3ik @it & ey faswma
TR Got o ST R hT & AT 31T oY Treliferen fe@md 7 srehr g5 ¢

Obsolete Approach: The Case of Border Fencing
QTeAt e AT 9T S18 3T FHT ATHAT

* New Delhi’s zeal to revoke the Free Movement Regime and spend over 31,000 crore to
fence the 1,643 km India-Myanmar border (including 398 km of Manipur-Myanmar border)
reflects an outdated security mindset.
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« Y F@He S & 3eg A 3N €31,000 F03 & 3178 @ X 1,643 et sRa-w=aaAR dien
(fSreat 398 ot ATOIq-FITAR WAT A B) TR S8 9T o forw =75 ool &1 3carg U qureht
FR&T | Y G2 31

» This move appeals to the majoritarian insecurities in the valley and supports pork-barrel
politics, benefiting contractors and brokers, while ignoring opposition from Naga and Mizo
communities.

» I e TTET H thell TgEETh IGTRTT T TIST T & 3N Iieh I TSTaAfel T FG1ar &l §
foradt SRt 3R gemat &1 ot e §, STafes dom 3R @A Fegert r e smafey i e
AT

* Without winning the trust of transborder communities, such fencing will neither enhance
national security nor aid the Act East Policy.

- HYAT IR FAETT T faears wre fohw foa, Ut arsed) o A Iedrr YA A gervel AR # g e
§¥e sAifa Fr AT S|

security Framework Dominated by Political Optics

Tt fe@ma & yenfae gt arem

* India’s national security policies across regimes have been more about regime
consolidation than upskilling security infrastructure.

» TR T ASET GR&TT ATl TafFee FXHRT F FI&T i<t & FATFAHIT 1 T TTedifarw
GEFOT X g W &

* Events like piecemeal arms surrenders are public spectacles, not part of a sincere arms
recovery initiative.

- RBege §fAR gador S 3mAsTeT wenforE gRAR qawifea &1 uger =1gl, sfes wrdetfas geeier
el

* Over 6,000 arms and 5,00,000 rounds of ammunition given to armed groups since the start
of violence have not been effectively recovered.

- TS hT 3T o STe § FATT FHE! &1 TG0 17 6,000 & et §=&¥AR 31 5,00,000 AMferar
AT §9 H aT9H =T8T ol IS g |

Arms Surrender Deadlines and Lack of Follow-up

IR wardor At gaEar 3R sregadt Fiars fr

* Only about 4,000 of 6,020 arms looted from state armouries have been returned in response
to surrender calls.

* AT & AFAFRT A ¢ T 6,020 §FRAART 7 & herel 1978797 4,000 FFRAAR & HAIVT 3rTEamsii &
STl # ar9d fhv aTe g
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* Of these, 894 weapons were returned following deadlines by Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla
on February 28, later extended to March 6, 2025.

- 578 4 894 §fAAR, 28 G hY AT IHSTT FHR Heel GaRT BN 3N d1g & 6 AT 2025
e S¢S IS FHRIHAT F ded a9y R v

* On February 27, just before the deadline, Arambai Tenggol militia, accused of violence,
surrendered 246 weapons, many of which were country-made guns.

« 27 GG FT, TATHAT H T feeT Tgel, 3RS damanter FAfam (Ta w o & 3mia §) ¥ 246
AR Tafta fFe, f9as @ +5 T 9 @ 94910 777 3|

« After the March 6 deadline, there has been no follow-up or action under the Arms Act
against non-complying individuals.

-eméaﬁrm@ma;maﬂéaga?ﬁm#aﬁgéaﬂ?MWQ;aﬁmmm#
@ IS HoR Fiars 76l g3

Persistent Arms Presence and Ethnic Security Dilemma

AR gAY @ sufRufe stk ST geam w9 e

* Despite minor progress, the easy availability of arms among groups continues to fuel the
ethnic security dilemma.

* $T YA & STao[e, Gegl H §TAART FT AT ITeErar 379 1 ST FI&T HHe I 6T W ¢ |

* The reluctant imposition of President’s Rule on February 13, 2025, was a response to the
imminent fall of BJP government after internal revolt.

» 13 BYadl 2025 T Isgafer AT 6T AfAeg aIvom, HISTIT FIFR & Aot TaleT 3R aret &
i g & FHRoT A g

* This change signalled a stern warning to armed groups that violence would not be
tolerated.

« I IRacTe T FHG! & T vk Tea daer o1 i RHar qgied ¢t i smeaft

Looking Ahead: Rebuilding Trust and Engagement
3mer < T8 ferearw 3R wag w1 gafAstor

» A slow but steady return to normalcy can pave the way for serious political dialogues
that respect legitimate demands and rebuild institutional trust.

- efiFl) AT TR T Ut i aralt T 13 T fas Fare o1 Tear S TehaT & St der
A T FFATT Y 31 TEATTT f3a T &) 98Tl Y|

» On May 3, rival parties commemorated the day as either ‘separation day’ or ‘day of
remembrance and reflection’, showing divergent political agendas.
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« 3 7§ &I faUeh gl 1 39 fet 1 “Rysrreret R a7 “wavor 3k Rias Raw & &9 & A, s

3T fReeT Tareifa® Tas 1 gAfar gl

» To resolve the political impasse and ensure law and order, there is a heed for substantive
policy shifts beyond political grandstanding.

» STt AR T FATCT Hlel R FTefeT STTEYT AT WA & T, AT @ & .
3 afifer aRadt & 3raegenar g |
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