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2. Remembering the War, Reminiscing Forgotten Indians
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Eighty years on, ‘never again’is sounding hollow

S Paper I Worid Histo

s conflict once again darkens horizons

in the subcontinent, West Asia, North

Africa and eastern Europe, Europeans

are commemorating 80 years since the
guns fell silent over Europe and the world’s most
destructive war began to wind down. On May 8,
1945, as news of Germany’s surrender spread,
crowds surged onto the streets of European cities
in spontaneous gestures of thanksgiving and
relief. In the decades that followed, that
outpouring of relief has been commemorated as
Victory in Europe (or VE) Day. Yet, Europe,
though free, was shattered and bankrupt. After
the war, the task of rebuilding Europe went hand
in hand with efforts to prevent another war
starting on the continent. ‘Never again’ was the
watchword.

From dates to memory

Eighty years on, ‘never again’ is beginning to
sound somewhat hollow. The contrast in the way
that this major anniversary of Nazi Germany’s
surrender is being commemorated in Russia and
western Europe is telling. Indeed, the fact that
the same event is celebrated on both sides of the
former Iron Curtain on two different days
suggests that the peace of May 1945 was tenuous.
Tensions between the wartime allies of Britain,
France and the United States on one side, and the
Soviet Union on the other, meant that Stalin
refused to accept the ceasefire signed by
Germany in Reims on May 7 at the Supreme
Headquarters of the Allied Expeditionary Force
(led by General Eisenhower). This was to come
into force at 11.01 p.m. the following day. Stalin
instead insisted on a second, grander, surrender
in Berlin (then under Soviet control) the following
evening, by which time President Harry Truman,
General Charles de Gaulle and Prime Minister
Winston Churchill had already formally
announced Germany’s surrender. When this
document was signed in Berlin, it was already
May 9 in Moscow. Hence the discrepancy in dates
over essentially the same surrender.

As with the difference with dates, so too with
memory. It is an article of faith in Russia that the
USSR’s contribution to defeating fascism is
discounted by its former allies. Estimates vary,
but Soviet casualties are thought to be 26 million,
including 11 million military deaths in what
Moscow calls the Great Patriotic War. This was

Eighty years on,

Europe.

« S &Y WuY T IR R SusgTediy, afteer ofdran, 3ad anfie 3R it a0 7 e e 8, g

Priyanjali Malik
writes on politics and
international relations

The 80th
anniversary of
VE Day has
passed, but,
with it, the
ghosts of war
are returning
to Europe

10% of the entire Soviet population. Stalin was
also bitter about the delay in opening a second
front in the fighting against Germany to draw
away some German troops after Hitler’s invasion
in 1941. Less often acknowledged in these
accounts is that Moscow changed sides halfway
through the war, when Hitler double-crossed
Stalin. Germany and the Soviet Union
signed a non-aggression pact on
August 23, 1939, which contained a
secret protocol dividing Poland and
the rest of eastern Europe between
them. A week later, Hitler invaded
Poland from the west and the Soviet
army moved in on eastern Poland 16
days after that. The German and
Soviet occupation of Poland was brutal, with
mass transfers of population. It is estimated that
Poland lost 20% of its pre-war population.
Thereafter, the Red Army moved into the Baltics
and Finland. In these circumstances, perhaps it is
unsurprising that trust was thin on the ground.

The commemorations

As with the history, so with the commemorations.
Moscow’s Victory Day (a national holiday) has
grown into a massive military parade that
celebrates Russia’s latest weaponry — a great
patriotic spectacle rather than an occasion of
remembrance. Since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
the parade has acquired additional significance,
and this year will include troops from other
countries. It will be attended by guests, including
China’s President Xi Jinping.

Russia’s erstwhile allies of that war observed
VE Day rather more sombrely, with the focus on
thanksgiving and honouring the few remaining
veterans who served in the war. And of course
there is the spectre of conflict against Russia
hanging over the continent — a continent that
started two world wars and has enjoyed an
unprecedented era of peace for 80 years.

After the Second World War ended, America
underwrote Western Europe’s renewal (eastern
Europe being under Soviet influence) through the
dual approach of the Marshall Plan for
reconstruction and the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) for external defence.
President Truman described the security and
prosperity provided by both as ‘two halves of the
same walnut’. There was an expressly political

element to the American financial support to
industrialise in a way that pushed the 17 States of
southern and western Europe into ever closer
economic and political union. It is testament to
the success of this political project that when
Germany’s Bundestag voted in March to remove
limits on defence spending, the rest of Europe
breathed a collective sigh of relief.

U.S. President Donald Trump’s
contradictory messaging on Ukraine
and his refusal to reiterate
full-throated support for NATO,
including support for Article 5 of the
NATO Treaty, has thrown Europe into
a panic.

European leaders are in full
agreement that Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine has moved from being
a threat to the world order to being a direct threat
to Europe. In French President Emmanuel
Macron’s words, Mr. Putin is ‘an imperialist who
seeks to rewrite history’.

An air of insecurity

And so Europe is rearming. Key European NATO
members including Britain, France and Germany,
are preparing for an orderly American exit from
NATO. The European Union has proposed a
defence fund, relaxed curbs on defence spending
and published its first ever defence strategy.
Several member states have advised their citizens
to stockpile emergency survival rations for 72
hours. Poland and the Baltic States (all bordering
Russia) have withdrawn from the landmine
treaty. Almost all states are raising defence
spending.

This backdrop provides little room for
celebration. The insecurity might also excuse to
some extent the utter insularity of the
commemorations in Western Europe — outsiders
watching these might be forgiven for believing
that the war was a purely European affair. Of
course it was not. This was a war between
empires: the fields of Europe and north Africa are
soaked with the blood of people from Africa,
Asia, Australia and New Zealand, the Caribbean
as well as America and Europe. And so, we all
have a stake in how Europe settles its differences.

As the shadows of conflicts darken different
parts of the world, there is no room for
complacency.

‘never again’ is sounding hollow

I ¥ 91, “FpT F3ft TEP Y a1 @Il o9 o g

* As conflict once again spreads across the subcontinent, West Asia, North Africa, and
Eastern Europe, Europeans are commemorating 80 years since the end of World War Il in
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* On May 8, 1945, as the news of Germany's surrender spread, spontaneous celebrations
broke out across European cities.

* 8 7§ 1945 FI ST ST & HCHTAIOT T Ge thell, AT JUAT e F TIA:-Fhel S8 YE &1
|

» The day is now remembered as Victory in Europe (VE) Day, but post-war Europe was
shattered and bankrupt.

- 59 oot 1 319 e fe@wr (VE Day) & &9 & a1¢, foham ST 8, dfehet Jer & are sht g &hr
FEfe faamerrea 31k rarferar |

* Rebuilding efforts went hand in hand with the vow of “never again”, a resolve to prevent
another such war.

» GATHTOT & Sardt & A € R el 7 1 Hewew foram rm, anfes T Jee SRy o &7

From dates to memory
fafaat & wfa o=

« Eighty years later, the slogan ‘never again’ feels hollow in the face of ongoing global
conflicts.

« 376 a¥ 1e, ‘T e EY 1 ART 3171 & AR Herl F WA W@ AegH BT ol

» The same event—Germany's surrender—is commemorated on two different dates in
Russia and Western Europe, revealing divisions that date back to 1945.

* Ueh &1 TCAT—STH T AMcATAYOT—h! T 3R afReslt I 71 & srerar-rerer fafdat ox #aman
ST 8, ST 1945 & <Ielt 317 T@Y fastratet T gaifelr &1

* The Reims surrender, signed on May 7, 1945 at the Supreme Headquarters of the Allied
Expeditionary Force, was not accepted by Stalin.

« 7 7§ 1945 &Y Reims # YA §3FATE 31 153 TS BRY 7 gocraiRa seadsador
T T o TSR ¢! R

« Stalin demanded a second surrender on May 8 in Berlin, which had already become May 9
in Moscow due to time difference.

- T o 8 #E T AT & G HTHTHIOT =l T HIT T, ST AR H FHY 37cR o HROT 9
HE &1 g1 AT

* Therefore, Russia observes Victory Day on May 9, while Western Europe celebrates it on
May 8.

- 38 HROT, T H A aw 9 7§ &1 7141 5711 §, STt aRas g9 7 75 8 7 1 Ao
ST &
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Contrasting memories and narratives

* In Russia, it is believed that the USSR’s contribution in defeating fascism is
underappreciated by its former allies.

- T8 # I¢ [92ar4 § 6 wreiag 1 g0 A |ifaad 699 & ARG 386 99 Gade $H W E
3ihd § |

* Estimates say Soviet casualties were around 26 million, including 11 million military
deaths, which was nearly 10% of its population.

« 37T & o Wfaa e & gaeal T 6T s 2.6 03 oY, foere 1.1 w0 A Ak anfae
Af—SiT SHhT FeT STAHEAT FHT IS 10% AT |

« Stalin resented the delayed opening of a second front by the Western Allies after Hitler
invaded the USSR in 1941.

- 1941 ¥ feeeR g VAT G 9 ITHAVT & 16, TRTH HeA 4T @ gEU AT R &
e I FeIfAe ARTe A

Complex wartime alliances and betrayals

Ffee geusTeler Toatr 3R fraraema

* Less discussed in Russian narratives is that the USSR had allied with Nazi Germany through
the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact on August 23, 1939.

« &7 3TETTAT H e IIT gt § o6 @fSTd 99 oF A6l ST & 1T 23 31eEd 1939 &l Aldea-
Raeia @fer & agd e forar |

» The pact included a secret protocol dividing Poland and Eastern Europe between Germany
and the USSR.

- 5 Gt 7 veh e Wewler a1, ToHe dids 3k gt grw o1 seiel stk afdra s & o ates
T FHSIAT AT|

* On September 1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland from the west; the Soviet army moved in
from the east 16 days later.

- 1 RdaT 1939 1 Sl o af¥eer @ el W garen fnam; 16 oot a1e, | @a = qd & wawr
|

* Both occupations were brutal, with mass transfers of population.

« Eelt TGO FT 2, ST TAHEAT 1 93 YA I FUTATHOT G317
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» Poland lost 20% of its pre-war population, a staggering demographic loss.

- Aels F JeY-Yd FTHEAT FT 20% @Y AT, S veh a1t srarwifeashr aifer |

* Following this, the Red Army also moved into the Baltic states and Finland.

« 3 d1c, {3 ATHT o aifeesd U=t 3R Reaes 7 off gazr foma|

* [n such a context, mutual trust between the Allies was difficult to sustain.

- o7 gRTEATIAT &, FeAforat & ST 3o faeary g1 wfdeT o

The Commemorations

THIOT ARG

* Moscow’s Victory Day (a national holiday) has evolved into a massive military parade that
showcases Russia’s latest weaponry — more of a patriotic spectacle than a day of
remembrance.

« ATERT &1 Ao faaq (T TSERT 37aahTen) Ueh faTel e Wz & scof 317 § S TF & AdeTds
FFAURY &I wefd ar § — I8 IR Raw & 318 v ererfara ygeie a7 317 B

+ Since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, this parade has gained additional significance.
« TH F Tl T IHTHAT & d1¢ H, TH TS &l HAecd AR 3118 96 TAT B

* This year, the parade will include troops from other countries and will be attended by guests
like China’s President Xi Jinping.

- 39 qV, I3 F =g 1t F VA ofr o171 291 3R sway et F Tseufar ot Safder S Aga=
emfFe gidt|

Different Tone in Western Commemorations

TRTHT TAROT TARET Fr e Aol

* Russia’s former allies observe VE Day with a more sombre tone, focusing on thanksgiving
and honouring the few remaining veterans.

* & & qd FEAN VE g 1 310 a8iiat & Tr #A14 §, G Fereren 3R 9 gU eyt
Y FEATA <11 HET AT ¢ |

» The current backdrop includes the threat of conflict with Russia — a continent that started
two world wars but has seen 80 years of unprecedented peace.

* TAATT SSHA F T & T1Y HEE FHT G ATTAST § — TE T81 AIeaId & Sfel U ar fared Jaer &
&V, el ST el 80 It & IS QMifel 7 31efe7d T @I &
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Post-World War Il Western Strategy
gfac faRa geu & a1q Y gfvas woEhfa

* After World War Il, America supported Western Europe’s renewal through the Marshall
Plan (for reconstruction) and NATO (for external defence).

- gfachy faea geur & dre, AR = aiRasdt T F GATARTOT Y A1 ATt (AT & o)
3R ATRY (@l T & fv) & AregH & gAd )

* President Truman described security and prosperity as “two halves of the same walnut.”

- qregafar T o GRaT I WopEf F1 va € HWT & &Y AT T AT

» The American financial support aimed to industrialise and integrate 17 southern and
western European States into closer economic and political union.

« AN T HgrIdm 1 3522 17 aftrol 3k aftest g et 1 siteaefiamor i anfiw o
TSt Tl T 3 IR T 2]

* In March, when Germany’s Bundestag voted to remove limits on defence spending, the
rest of Europe breathed a sigh of relief.

« AT A ST STHA Y FEEET 2 @l T I WATC g & Ta7 H Fcfel hal, e st I o
e T /G ol |

* Former U.S. President Donald Trump’s mixed messages on Ukraine and reluctance to affirm
NATO’s Article 5 caused panic in Europe.

« JTARHT o I AT SNATeS €9 & Fohol T [AA-SJol HE2T 3R ALY & Hefedg 5 & 9 qode
o GIEs & I F gawrge thel TS|

» European leaders unanimously agree that Putin’s invasion of Ukraine has become a direct
threat to Europe, beyond a threat to global order.

* U Al ThaA & Toh GFeIeT HT oot I FHAT Shdlol dfedeh sa€YT 81 161, ek I & fAw
T R S YA &

* French President Emmanuel Macron called Putin an “imperialist who seeks to rewrite
history.”

« ST Trseufar gAeuer At o it a1 "gfaera 1 T & forgs arem aeTsgard gam|

An Air of Insecurity
3TTET T ATGIT

*» Europe is rearming. Key NATO members like Britain, France, and Germany are preparing
for an orderly American exit from NATO.
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Ffaa R AT I R @ L

» The European Union has proposed a defence fund, relaxed defence spending rules, and
launched its first defence strategy.

« JURT T 7 &I I FT TEATG, W @S R @i 7 et 317 31911 ggelt &7 wrehfer & H g

» Some member states are asking their citizens to stockpile survival rations for 72 hours.

- $T TGET &3 o I AR F 72 W F AT IraTeInreNaT st HAR HYA Y gl B

* Poland and the Baltic States, which border Russia, have withdrawn from the landmine
treaty.

- 913 3R arfees o, S v A War aw 8, 7 spfAere Iy For | @ g oy Biwon B g

» Most states are increasing defence budgets.

« 3TTRreRTer 2T T&TT Foic 9aT © &1

Limitations of Western Commemorations

g FAIOT FARIET Y HATT

* Due to insecurity, commemorations in Western Europe appear insular, creating the
impression that the war was only a European affair.

* 3TGRETT & HROT, 9REHT JUT 7 TAIOT FARIE WHIOT 71 §, TTEE T 3T BIcm & foh Jeur
ehael AT ATHT UT|

* In reality, it was a war between empires, with battles in Europe and North Africa involving
bloodshed from Africa, Asia, Australia, New Zealand, the Caribbean, America, and Europe.

« ITECd H, Ig WATSAT & S Jour A1, TaH AT 3R 3 3rhrehT & Jeerart A anhreT, v,
sireeform, wsitels, Hfeang gdia, srARe 3R AT & T afeer gul

* Everyone has a stake in how Europe resolves its differences.

- 75 0 gfevar 1 wTsht Rrrer § 5 g Jraer A 9 gorsrar ¢

* As conflict shadows grow across the world, there is no room for complacency.

« 519 g & g TeEat H Herd & qrerer ITEIT ST I 8, Al ATIETEY Y FIE SITE AgH sric |
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Remembering the war, reminiscing forgotten Indians

IGS Paper |: World Histor

ighty years ago, on May 8, 1945, the
E Second World War officially ended in

Europe with the surrender of Nazi
Germany in Reims and Berlin to the armies of the
Allied powers. It is a day celebrated as Victory in
Europe (VE) Day, but passes unnoticed in India
where the war years (1939-1945) are largely
remembered as the finale of the struggle for
independence. Hence, it merits recalling that
Indians never eschewed their responsibility to
the world, neither in war nor in peace, as the
lives of two unsung Indians testify.

Born in a poor family in Uyyuru in Andhra
Pradesh in 1899, Kolachala Sitaramaiah’s
academic brilliance earned him a rare
opportunity to study abroad. After paying his way
to the United States as a coal stoker on a
steamship, Sitaramayya earned Masters’ degrees
from Chicago and Yale universities in chemistry
as well as three patents. However, the impact of
the Great Depression in 1929 made him question
the inequities of capitalist society. In a bold move,
he migrated to the USSR in the 1930s and set out
to work in petrochemical research.

From the frontlines to the laboratory

His life took a turn when Hitler invaded the Soviet
Union. The naked ambition and racism in Nazi
propaganda repulsed Sitaramaiah. Convinced
that the USSR was literally what stood between
the fast expanding tyranny of fascism and his
motherland, India, he volunteered to move to the
Soviet frontlines. He was however recognised and
pulled out of the recruiting line by an officer who
said Sitaramayya’s brain “was needed as a
weapon, not as a target”.

Soviet tanks in the early days of the Second
World War faced severe technical problems.
Sitaramayya threw himself into research and to
develop kerosene-based fuels and specialised
lubricants for Soviet tanks which improved their
manoeuvrability and performance in sub-zero
conditions. In no small part due to his efforts, at

Raja Karthikeya

is currently working
on a book about how
individual decisions in
the face of adversity
impact communities

Victory in
Europe Day is
also a moment
to recall the
genius of
scientists such
as Kolachala
Sitaramaiah and
the heroism of
soldiers such as
Idris Hasan Latif
during the
Second

World War

the Battle of Kursk in 1943 — the deadliest tank
battle in history — Soviet T-34 tanks took on and
outperformed the much-feared Panzer and Tiger
tanks of the Nazis. For the first time in the war, a
ground offensive of the Nazi

juggernaut was halted.

Embarking on a military career
Two hundred miles from Vuyyuru, a
young man from an aristocratic
family of Yemeni descent in
Hyderabad left a life of privilege to
join the Royal Indian Air Force in
1941. Indian pilots like Idris were initially assigned
by the British to fly outdated biplanes on patrols
along the restive North West Frontier. But after
the Battle of Britain attrited the Royal Air Force,
Indian pilots including Idris were moved to
Britain to prepare for the counter offensive — the
eventual D-Day landings in Normandy. By 1944,
the German Luftwaffe lost control of Europe’s
skies. Idris was then deployed to Burma. He flew
the Hawker Hurricane in humid skies under a
merciless sun to strafe Japanese army columns
and fend off lethal Japanese “Zero” fighters.
Flying relentlessly out of short, muddy landing
strips in damp mosquito-infested jungles, he fell
gravely ill but would not leave his squadron.

At the end of the war, Sitaramaiah was
awarded Soviet honours. His research into motor
oils laid the foundation for chemmotology or
tribochemistry — the field of science that deals
with chemical changes induced in materials
through mechanical energy. Based on his
observation of incendiary munitions during the
Second World War, he spent his later years
researching the properties of the fourth state of
matter, plasma, which were crucial to achieving
controlled nuclear fusion. When he passed away
in 1977, the then Indian Ambassador to the USSR
(and later Prime Minister of India), .K. Gujral
said, “We bid goodbye to a great scientist. A great
son of India...and a son of mankind.”

Idris, the soft-spoken young pilot, received
British accolades in the VE day celebrations in
London in 1946. At the time of Partition, his
brother decided to move to Pakistan and asked
Idris to join him. Idris refused point
blank, saying he would always stay in
the land where his forefathers were
buried. He brushed aside his brother’s
reasons for the move by saying, “what
does religion have to do with
nationality?”.

A thorough professional,
passionate flyer and a patriot, Air
Chief Marshal Idris Hasan Latif, PVSM became the
10th Chief of the Indian Air Force in 1978. In the
years that he mentored me, one of ACM Latif’s
fondest memories was of a visit to Normandy
when he was India’s Ambassador to France
(1985-88).

The India-France defence relationship that is
now celebrated with the Rafale fighter jet of the
Indian Air Force owes no small part to the
memories of the crucible that was the Second
World War.

Every man to the wheel

Victory in Europe Day is not just a celebration for
Europe. It is an occasion to pay homage to the
millions across the world, including India, that
suffered economic hardship and even famine, to
enable that victory. It is a moment to recall the
heroism of soldiers such as Idris Latif and the
genius of scientists such as Kolachala Sitaramaiah
who fought a brutal war for liberty without
expecting glory or recompense. It is a time to
remember that every individual, no matter how
humble and no matter where they may live, can
shape the course of all of history. In the words of
SriSri, a contemporary poet that both these
heroes may have read, “I too lent an insolent
voice, to the roar that shook the heavens!”

The writer is the grand-nephew of Kolachala Sitaramaiah

Remembering the War, Reminiscing Forgotten Indians

Feer Y T 3T $7elT fw 1w TRt i Fre e

* Eighty years ago, on May 8, 1945, the Second World War officially ended in Europe with the
surrender of Nazi Germany in Reims and Berlin to the Allied forces.

+ 3TFT A 9E, 8 G 1945 1 gAY T ger NTUHIRE T 8 FATCH g3 ST AT A=A 7
Reims 31X Berlin # &7 it T @=131T & A1He AreAGHAYOT T 2T |

* This day is celebrated as Victory in Europe (VE) Day, but it usually goes unnoticed in India,
where the period 1939-1945 is mostly remembered as the final phase of the freedom struggle.

- 39 f&eT &1 I A9 @ (VE Day) & 9 F FATIT ST &, ifehe] AR 7 I8 I 3=14ET 6
ST &, ST8T 1939-1945 T 3afer o HET ®9 ¥ FadadT WA F HfaT =0T & & 7 Fre; fevar
ST &

* However, it is important to remember that Indians fulfilled their global responsibilities, both
in war and in peace, as demonstrated by the lives of two unsung Indians.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page8



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

fTeTTS, ST 1 &f 3reqaTd IR & Siiaed | TISe g 2|

Kolachala Sitaramaiah: The Brilliant Chemist

FeTaeT HaRTAZAT; gfaATTe [

» Kolachala Sitaramaiah was born in 1899 into a poor family in Uyyuru, Andhra Pradesh,
and his academic brilliance earned him a rare chance to study abroad.

ool HITRTATIT AT ST-A 1899 H MY TEe & ITE H Ueh Ie TRAR H g7 AT 3R IoAehr
SFatfOre wfasm o1 3¢ Tace H Ters et T golsy T e

* He paid for his journey to the United States by working as a coal stoker on a steamship and
later earned Master’s degrees in chemistry from Chicago and Yale universities, along with
three patents.

« 3ogiel AT T AT & T U TEARNT H FIIAT 9 a1 & T H F1H fhar i ae &
R 3it I FRreafagameat & T e & Areex B3t urea &1, a1 g dier 9ee o 3ifSa
fru)

» The Great Depression of 1929 deeply impacted him and led him to question the inequities
of capitalist society.

+ 1929 Y AFTHE ¥ 3o TMETs § T foram 3R Jehtard) @At Y JrAATa3i ) Farer 357
ol IR foha|

* In a bold move, he migrated to the USSR during the 1930s and began working in
petrochemical research.

* T TTEHT 0T A1 §T, 9 1930 & g H WATd TG (USSR) Tl 1T 3IR TSihfadhel 3raest
H I A ofel |

* His life took another turn when Hitler invaded the Soviet Union during World War |I.
- gfaeir faee Iy & et o1e Reer & Wifdaa e a3 3msF#or foha, A 3t Siiast e & seof
|

« Sitaramaiah was repulsed by the racist propaganda and naked ambition of the Nazis, and
believed that the USSR was standing between the tyranny of fascism and his homeland India.

-mmﬁm#mmmmmmﬁwgémama%m
T &1 BTG & FATER 3R 3e7eh ¢2T IR & dIg @37 7|

» Motivated by this belief, he volunteered to fight at the Soviet frontlines, but was stopped by
an officer.
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3o A fem|

* The officer said that Sitaramaiah’s brain was “needed as a weapon, not as a target.”

« 39 JTHRT 7 FeT fr HaREAzaT 1 AT " ta AR & ¥ 7 91fegT, 7 fF va e & &
"

Soviet Tanks and the Battle of Kursk
e 3 3R FF A s
* Soviet tanks in the early days of the Second World War faced severe technical problems.

- Efachy faed Jeor & 3iel fewit 7 Tfagc St o1 8fR ashelieht HHEATHT T ATHeAT AT TST|

* Sitaramayya dedicated himself to research and developed kerosene-based fuels and
specialised lubricants for Soviet tanks.

- HIarFT & Ge 1 IrgETe A FAAT R 3R aifaad St & faw F0fe-smenie $uer 3l
Y W fFafaa

* These innovations improved the manoeuvrability and performance of Soviet tanks in sub-
zero conditions.

* §oT AR | Fifaad ot 1 arferefierar AR weeler 7 o & = aroHA H FUR g3

* At the Battle of Kursk in 1943, the deadliest tank battle in history, Soviet T-34 tanks
outperformed Nazi Panzer and Tiger tanks.

+ 1943 Y FEF Y A3TE, S STAETH T FIH "I & A3 M, A WA &-34 TY 7 Aew dew
3R TR EH A dgaR Y& fham|

* For the first time, a ground offensive by the Nazi juggernaut was halted.

« Ugoll I, AT dAThdT ST STHIAT 3TRaAoT Ve & |

Embarking on a Military Career

=T HRAT $T ro3rrd

* A young man from an aristocratic family of Yemeni descent in Hyderabad joined the Royal
Indian Air Force in 1941.

* SEUETE A THA U & Ueh TSTETA W Y T@ dTel Teh Fal of 1941 H I ST TR o1 A
enfder gt &1 forota feram)

« Indian pilots like Idris were initially assigned outdated biplanes for patrols along the North
West Frontier.
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* ST ST AT TIerel T & 7 g &Y U@ arel faaArat & |y 3av-afRes Hied 9 712 &
forT dara forar arm)

* After the Battle of Britain, many Indian pilots were moved to Britain to prepare for the D-Day
landings in Normandy.

- foreer &y 31 & 91E, FS AR Trgeet HF At F A-3 AfSer FHr A & fore feer fam )

* By 1944, the German Luftwaffe had lost control of Europe’s skies.

» 1944 TTh, STHT IR (FeaTh) o JUY & ITHATT IR fag=ror @Y fm o)

« Idris was later deployed to Burma, where he flew Hawker Hurricane aircraft against the
Japanese army.

» SC T T aTe; 7 FHT ST IT, STET Segie @1 g{taved [aHTaT S3TH §T ST Hell T g fohaT|

* He endured humid skies, mosquito-infested jungles, short muddy runways, and even
grave illness, but refused to leave his squadron.

« 3ogieT THY 8 ITHAT, ATS W A T, TS e B T, 377 73 HARY 571 e fham,
ATeheT 3TTet TFATS I B A SAFR HT 4T

* At the end of the war, Sitaramayya was awarded Soviet honours.

* IS & 3 A AT 1 A" FFATT Yare fhu e

* His research laid the foundation of chemmotology or tribochemistry — the science of
chemical changes induced by mechanical energy.

* 3oeh TTHT o FAICIATSN AT STSaIRAETL! T Hid TGN — i FIfAF Fall @ TeTeet AW TAR
IR & AT g

* Later, he researched plasma, the fourth state of matter, crucial for controlled nuclear
fusion.

« §1G 7 37gial ST AT, it foh ger it atefY sravam §, o) e T, St TP s werarer & faw
3ETSH gl

» Upon his death in 1977, Indian Ambassador to the USSR and future Prime Minister |.K.
Gujral paid tribute, calling him a great scientist and a son of mankind.

« 3o 1977 7 AU W, deaplelsl Afaad €6 3 HRAT Tsige 3 a1g F wereteis=ht oot 3ms.&.
TGS 7 3¢ HETT daliares 3N ATTaar T g7 |

Idris Latif and His Legacy
g1 ol 3R 39 faraa

« Idris, a soft-spoken pilot, was honoured during VE Day celebrations in London in 1946.
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I

* During Partition, his brother moved to Pakistan and invited Idris to join him. Idris refused.
« RS & SR, 35 $1S NIfehdTeT Tl 3T 3R 5S84 I AT Telel T Fhgl, dlfched 3 of HTH
TR FT |

* He said, “What does religion have to do with nationality?”

« 35gTeT T, “o FT IASEIAT ¥ FAT AAT-3AT §2”

« |dris later became the 10th Chief of the Indian Air Force in 1978, as Air Chief Marshal Idris
Hasan Latif, PVSM.

« 916 7 a0 1978 H HRART aGAT & 108 GHE To1, TR A AR 3G §HeT ofcli,
frdtedeH & &9 7|

* He also served as India’s Ambassador to France (1985-1988), and fondly remembered his
visit to Normandy.

* 19851988 & el I H SR & Tstge o g 3R A AT T TAgqdeh Ire At U

» The present India-France defence relationship, including the Rafale fighter jet, traces back
to World War Il memories.

« TAAT H HRA-S1W T&T Haer, fae el org1 @aAweT off anfdver §, v o713 gfaeir frea geur iy
et F

* Victory in Europe Day is not just a European celebration; it honours millions across the
world, including India, who faced economic hardship and famine.

- fasrr f&aw (VE Day) shdel ZUY &1 3cHd 81 o; Ig §fadT 3T & FUST dlail, T &9 & 81 Y
HFATT a1 &, foiegie 3 e 311X 3reTer Siol|

* Itis a time to recall the heroism of soldiers like Idris Latif and the genius of scientists like
Sitaramayya.

- I FFT § F g 55 e S AR & dRar 31t diarddar s dsfaest F ufasn s o
H

» They fought for liberty, without expecting glory or recompense.

« 3ogiel TAAAT o ToTT Jeer fondT, Ier AT QUERR hY 3798T fohe e |

* It reminds us that every individual, no matter how humble or remote, can shape history.
« g &H e, feerrar ¢ foh gT safda, =g ag fehcierm off |rerRor a1 qeersr # &4t o g1, gfagr #r
IR & TFAT
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* As the poet SriSri wrote, “l too lent an insolent voice, to the roar that shook the heavens!”

« ST o i siteft o fora, “Het sft Taeit Y ST & aTe a1oter 7 379+ 363 T} FAramam”

09_05_2025 DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Robert Prevost, First American Pope, will take the name
Leo XIV

Ja¢ YarEe, Iga AR 917 71, a1 o foray =iegar (Leo
XIV)

2. Disqualification of Janardhana Reddy from Karnataka
Assembly

SAATET 1531 Y FeATesd fAUATHT & IFATFT

3. BJP MP’s ‘ludicrous’ remarks not worth contempt
action: SC

HTSTIT WG T ‘FEor feeqoft srqarer=in it FIa1$ Ieg
sTel; Hafed «graTag

4. Caste census not a political issue to BJP, but part of a
philosophy of social justice’

‘derdt & faw Sfe stererore F1¢ Terlifas AeeT 4, afew
ATHATSTS AT & g2t 1 fReam @’

5. If Rohingya are foreigners in India, they will be dealt
with as per the law, says SC

3 Afg7ar e 7 el €, A 3773 W1y Fle & IER
sqagR fohaT STeam: gl FIE

6. CJl forwards panel’s inquiry report on Justice Varma to
President, PM
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&1 A
7. Sri Lanka’s Position on India-Pakistan Tensions
HRI-TIfHEdTT dai1d G sherenr H Ryufa

8. SC urges Centre to fill vacancies of HC judges
expeditiously

I FIE F g F FERIE F warareiian Hir RiFeaar ot swat
&1 3Targ fohar
9. Claims of govt. targeting Neelum-Jhelum project false

TIHR T AH-SAgerd TRASAT B AT T F7 3T

Mdd
10. MMR shows a declining trend, reveal latest data

THATHANR H Prae Y ygfe, srdteras ser & garar

11. India recorded 21 lakh additional deaths in 2021,
say RGI reports

R o 2021 & 21 om@ rfaRea #ld &sf A, IRS3TE

Radw & arar
12. Public health in India strained by flawed policy,
weak training

R A Wi T T, S9qor Afd 3R FAs gfraror @
TF T

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

CJI o SIf¥ew gaT WX derer Y str=r RaYE weeufa sk wererss=h

Page14

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

"

patriotic (-

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Robert Prevost, first American Pope, will take the name Leo XIV

S Paper II- IR

Associated Press
VATICAN CITY

Robert Prevost, a mission-
ary who spent his career
ministering in Peru and
took over the Vatican’s po-
werful office of bishops,
was elected the first pope
from the United States in
the 2,000-year history of
the Catholic Church.

Pope Prevost, a 69-year-
old member of the Augusti-
nian religious order, took
the name Leo XIV.

In his first words as
Pope Francis’s successor,
uttered from the loggia of
St. Peter’s Basilica, Pope
Leo said, “Peace be with
you,” and emphasised a
message of peace, dialogue
and missionary evangelisa-
tion. He wore the tradition-
al red cape of the papacy —
a cape that Francis had es-
chewed on his election in
2013.

Pope Prevost had been a
leading candidate for the
papacy, but there had long
been a taboo against a U.S.
Pope, given the country’s
geopolitical power already
wielded in the secular
sphere. But Pope Prevost,
a Chicago native, was
seemingly eligible because
he is also a Peruvian citizen
and lived for years in Peru,
first as a missionary and
then as an archbishop.

Heir apparent

Pope Francis clearly had
his eye on Cardinal Prevost
and in many ways saw him
as his heir apparent. He
brought Cardinal Prevost
to the Vatican in 2023 to
serve as the powerful head
of the office that vets bish-
op nominations from
around the world, one of
the most important jobs in
the Catholic Church. And
in January, he elevated him

Marking history: Pope Leo XIV appears on the central loggia of
St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican on Thursday. AP

into the senior ranks of car-
dinals. As a result, Cardinal
Prevost had a prominence
going into the conclave
that few other cardinals
had. The crowd in St. Pe-
ter’s Square erupted in
cheers when white smoke
poured out of the Sistine
Chapel on the second day
of the conclave. Priests

made the sign of the cross
and nuns wept as the
crowd shouted “Viva il
papa!”

Waving  flags from
around the world, tens of
thousands of people wait-
ed to learn who had won
and were shocked when an
hour later, the senior cardi-
nal deacon appeared on

the loggia and said “Habe-
mus Papam!” and an-
nounced the winner was
Pope Prevost.

He spoke to the crowd
in Italian and Spanish, but
not English.

The previous Leo

The last pope to take the
name Leo was Leo XIII, an
Italian who led the church
from 1878 to 1903. That Leo
softened the church’s con-
frontational stance toward
modernity, especially
science and politics and
laid the foundation for
modern Catholic social
thought, most famously
with his 1891 encyclical Re-
rum Novarum, which ad-
dressed workers” rights
and capitalism.

Earlier Thursday, large
school groups joined the
mix of humanity awaiting
the outcome in St. Peter’s
Square. They blended in

with people participating
in preplanned Holy Year
pilgrimages and journalists
from around the world
who have descended on
Rome to document the
election.

“The wait is marve-
lous!” said Priscilla Par-
lante, a Roman.

Pedro Deget, 22, a fi-
nance student from Argen-
tina, said he and his family
visited Rome during the
Argentine pope’s pontifi-
cate and were hoping for a
new pope in Francis’
image.

“Francis did well in
opening the church to the
outside world, but on oth-
er fronts maybe he didn’t
do enough. We'll see if the
next one will be able to do
more,” Deget said from the
piazza.

The Rev. Jan Dominik
Bogataj, a Slovene Francis-
can friar, was more critical

of Francis. He said if he
were in the Sistine Chapel,
he’d be voting for Cardinal
Pierbattista Pizzaballa, the
Latin Patriarch of Jerusa-
lem who is on many papal
contender lists.

“He has clear ideas, not
much ideology. He’s a di-
rect, intelligent and res-
pectful man,” Bogataj said
from the square. “Most of
all, he's agile.”

Short conclave

Some of the cardinals had
said they expected a short
conclave.

For much of the past
century, the conclave has
needed between three and
14 ballots to find a pope.
John Paul I - the pope who
reigned for 33 days in 1978
~was elected on the fourth
ballot. His successor, John
Paul I1, needed eight. Fran-
cis was elected on the fifth
in 2013.

Robert Prevost, First American Pope, will take the name Leo

XV

Ja¢ Jaree, Iga AN 91T 71, 197 o fora =iegar (Leo X1V)

+ Robert Prevost, a missionary who spent his career in Peru, was
elected as the first Pope from the United States in the 2,000-year

history of the Catholic Church.

o Ja¢ JaiEe, TH A, el 3r9ar FRER 9 & faamr, FfRfs oo &
2,000 &t & sfaera 7 ggor AR oy = 10

* He took over the Vatican’s powerful office of bishops before being elected Pope.

* 9 el ST { TG 3ealel dfeehed & ToTaemelt farerd swraferar T fareAgry Hemelr ot

* Pope Prevost, a 69-year-old member of the Augustinian religious order, took the name

Leo XIV.

« 69 T 3R AENRATT enfFia 3w & ISTT N YaiEe F AT Torr fordr XIV|

* In his first words as Pope Francis’s successor, Pope Leo said, “Peace be with you,” and
emphasized a message of peace, dialogue, and missionary evangelisation.

« Q1T BT & IAURHRT & T 7 379 ggo sl &, N9 foraY o avgr " anfa 3masd gy ar, 3ik

erifay, Fare, 31N e y=R & He2r aT AR e
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» He wore the traditional red cape of the papacy, a garment that Francis had avoided during
his election in 2013.

* 3ogie 419 Ug, T GLURIET Tel ST TgetT, fore Wifde & 2013 # ol Sled TR w761 Tge1T 7|

Eligibility and Dual Citizenship
Aragar AR e aeriear

» Though there was long-standing taboo against a U.S. Pope due to the country’s geopolitical
power, Prevost’'s Peruvian citizenship and years of work in Peru made him seemingly
eligible.

« 3TARGHT AT -TarfaF AfFT & FROT o TAT A IFARST NG Tofel W Foiar 2, aAfehet Garee H
U A ATTRET 31T I8l & asit & H o 3o AT F=1 fe|

* He is a native of Chicago, but lived for years in Peru, first as a missionary and then as an
archbishop.

- ag TIFTN & FeT [Aard €, olfehad Segiat aut oeh 96 & Teh fArerardl 3iR a1e; 7 veh T & &9
A Far F|

Heir Apparent and Rise to Prominence

* Pope Francis brought Cardinal Prevost to the Vatican in 2023 to lead the office that vets
bishop nominations worldwide.

« 91T WIfAH & 2023 # FfEeAer YaTEC 1 Afeehed JolrAT cifeh ag faredsiy 7 frera araret v woftam
A T FIATT T fed h|

* In January, Francis elevated him to the senior ranks of cardinals, increasing his prominence
before the conclave.

- STl H, HIrAH o 3¢ aRS FAfSeralt T Ao A geleaidl o, f5a@ a5 Fieaaa 7 HrT 7@
grarg|

» The crowd in St. Peter’s Square erupted in cheers when white smoke appeared on the
second day of the conclave.

- FleFdd & g & STa T 431 37, o He Ned TR d Al o5 seamw & 577 380

* Priests made the sign of the cross, and nuns wept, while people shouted, “Viva il papa!”

- Rt & I FT e qam@T, 51e7 A 9, 33K 91 oo, “ faar ge amm”

» Tens of thousands of people waved flags from around the world and waited for the
announcement.

-gﬁmm#méémgu,mmmwwgaanwréal
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* When the senior cardinal deacon announced “Habemus Papam!” and named Pope
Prevost, the crowd was shocked and delighted.

« 579 GRS FIfSeTer et o “FTAH T Hgend GIT Yalee o1 A1 Torar, dr 8is i 7§ 3R ger
g S|

» Pope Prevost addressed the crowd in Italian and Spanish, but not English.

- 9i gatee o $f1s 1 gerfardst 3iv wfaer 7 gafaa fhar, afes srEeh 7 787

Previous Pope Named Leo

Rodr 99 oY A1 arerm

* The last pope to take the name Leo was Leo Xlll, who led the church from 1878 to 1903.
oY X111 3Ry 919 & fSiwgiar foraY A1 foram o, 3=giel 1878 @ 1903 cfeh ¥ &7 sicjed (haT |

* Leo XIll softened the church’s stance towards modernity, science, and politics.

- fora X1 & = & @l Iy fahraor, e, 3R Tsreifar & wfc A |

* His 1891 encyclical, Rerum Novarum, addressed workers’ rights and capitalism, laying
the base for modern Catholic social thought.

* 3oTeRT 1891 FT SAHTS I, WA AARGH, FAIGU & HTUFRT 3R afarg o 3menfa o, fora=
amyfas Fafas arfars | & #ig @

* On Thursday morning, large school groups, pilgrims, and journalists gathered in St.
Peter’'s Square.

* THAR YE, I3 Thol THE, I, IR THHR He fied TR & 3HaT g

* Priscilla Parlante, a Roman, said, “The wait is marvelous!”

- R IR, Teh YT ARTRE o Fgl, “SATR IS o’

* Pedro Deget, a 22-year-old finance student from Argentina, hoped for a pope similar to
Francis.

« 93) 39ie, 22 U B S ST O, Wi S 91 T 35HE 1 | |

* He praised Francis for opening the church but felt he could’ve done more in other areas.
« 3ol ShITAH T e Y aredY gferar & forw @erer & forw wwreT, At weT o 3 q@v &t o ik
FT ohd I

* Rev. Jan Dominik Bogataj, a Slovene Franciscan friar, criticized Francis and supported
Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa.

« 3. T SIATAS RIATST, Teh FTA1deT BifAEhd BIe, & B T Te=r s 31 FifdTer
Rarfarar Rsaedr &1 g@d= Fam)
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* He said Pizzaballa had clear ideas, was intelligent, direct, and agile.

» 37giol gl Toh TOeTiaeo & U Fuse e, geftrerr, 3ik ot 81

Short Conclave and Historical Context
Hiared Flegad 3R MaeAs Tgar
» Some cardinals had expected a short conclave.

-gmaﬂ%aﬂ%aﬁmaﬁmaﬁmzﬁl

* In the last century, conclaves have taken between three to fourteen ballots to elect a pope.

- oo ey #, 9T it 7 it & aileg aifder uss ot )

« John Paul | was elected in 1978 on the fourth ballot, and John Paul Il on the eighth.

- SIfeT qfer | 1 1978 & wte ate & =11 a1 &, 3R Aot 9ier || 1 37ad |

* Pope Francis was elected in 2013 on the fifth ballot.

« 919 WIfAA Y 2013 H drad @Y 7 oA Iy |

Janardhana Reddy
disqualified from
Karnataka Assembly

|GS Paper II: State Legislature |

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Former Minister and BJP
leader Gali Janardhana
Reddy, representing Gan-
gavati in the Karnataka Le-
gislative Assembly, has
been disqualified from the
House following his con-
viction by the court of Prin-
cipal Special Judge for CBI
cases in Hyderabad.

Mr. Reddy’s disqualifica-
tion, which came into ef-
fect from May 6, would
continue for a six-year pe-
riod after his release, un-
less the conviction is
stayed by a competent
court, according to a notifi-
cation issued by the As-
sembly secretary, M.K.
Vishalakshi.

G. Janardhana Reddy

A CBI Special Court
awarded a seven-year im-
prisonment to four per-
sons, including Mr. Reddy
and his relative B.V. Srini-
vas Reddy, managing direc-
tor, Obulapuram Mining
Corporation, in a case of il-
legal mining in Anantapur
district of undivided And-
hra Pradesh.

Disqualification of Janardhana Reddy
from Karnataka Assembly

STeATSe Y331 F Felled AUTATHT &
g

- Gali Janardhana Reddy, a former Minister
and BJP leader, has been disqualified from
the Karnataka Legislative Assembly.

« ATl STeTTee 333, qF #AA 3R arerar AT,
Fellesh AT THT ¥ 3T T fFar r=am &)

* He was representing the Gangavati constituency in the
Assembly.

- 98 AU=ageT 7 Femad &7 Fr yfafafca w @ A

* The disqualification follows his conviction by the
Principal Special Judge for CBI cases in Hyderabad.

« g 37T geraig & i3S A« F gurr [y
~ATATEfIer SART GATS TS WAT & TG 1 1S B
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* The disqualification is effective from May 6.

« g 31T AT 6 AS @ T B

* It will continue for six years after his release, unless the conviction is stayed by a
competent court.

- 7% RETE & 915 ©F quT aF AR] 9N, IS I (o Plg TaTH AT HAT IR AF 761 AT

 This was stated in a notification issued by the Assembly secretary, M.K. Vishalakshi.

- Ig ST ReTeras @R, wA. &. Rrermenad garr S g & F S g

* A CBI Special Court sentenced four persons, including Mr. Reddy and his relative B.V.
Srinivas Reddy, to seven years' imprisonment.

* T CBI 3 3rgrard o 47 133 3R 3% Reaer &f. &Y. sifaarw 33 afga I dvert & are arer
Y FT G |

* B.V. Srinivas Reddy is the Managing Director of Obulapuram Mining Corporation.

- &Y. Y. ANirare 1Es), AgargH Al HRer & gaw Ager 8

* The case pertains to illegal mining in Anantapur district of undivided Andhra Pradesh.

« Ig ATHT Fanfora 3mer 9o F IaqR foret 7 33y @eret § HE T &
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BJP MP’s ‘ludicrous’
remarks not worth
contempt action: SC

|GS Paper II: Contempt of Court |
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
found the “ludicrous”
comments made by BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey against
the court and Chief Justice
of India Sanjiv Khanna not
worth the trouble of initiat-
ing a contempt of court
action.

After a Bench headed by
the Chief Justice heard the
Wagf law case, Mr. Dubey
had accused Chief Justice
Khanna of being “responsi-
ble for all the civil wars
happening in India”. He
said the Supreme Court
would be responsible for
inciting religious wars in
this country”.

“There is no ‘civil war’
in India,” a Bench headed
by the Chief Justice fact-
checked Mr. Dubey in its
order.

Refusing to even opt for
contempt action against
the MP, the six-page order,
dated May 5 and published
on Thursday, termed his
comments “absurd”
though betraying, without
the shadow of doubt, a de-
sire and deliberate attempt
to malign the court and its
judges.

It said the court was
“not as fragile as flowers to
wither and wilt under such
highly irresponsible state-
ments which reflect a pen-
chant to attract attention

Any attempt to

spread communal
hatred must be dealt

with an iron hand
says the top court

by casting aspersions on
the Supreme Court of India
and the Judges of the Su-
preme Court”.

“Every commission of
contempt need not erupt
in an indignant committal
or levy of punishment, ho-
wever deserving it may ac-
tually be. It is so because
judges are judicious, their
valour non-violent and
their wisdom springs into
action when played upon
by a volley of values, the
least of which is personal
protection,” the top court
observed. The courts need
not protect their verdicts
and decisions by taking re-
course to the power of con-
tempt, the order noted.

The top court also sent a
strong message that “any
attempt to spread commu-
nal hatred or indulge in
hate speech must be dealt
with an iron hand”.

“Hate speech cannot be
tolerated as it leads to loss
of dignity and self-worth of
the targeted group mem-
bers, contributes to dishar-
mony amongst groups,
and erodes tolerance and
open-mindedness,” the Su-
preme Court held.

BJP MP’s ‘ludicrous’ remarks not
worth contempt action: SC

HTSTIT HTHE $1 ‘HEAqoD feoqoft
THATAT Y FRATS AT g1 Fared
AT

- The Supreme Court found the
“ludicrous” comments made by BJP
MP Nishikant Dubey against the court
and Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna not serious enough to warrant
contempt of court action.

o giHA FIE 7 AreraT Wive ARFT g
AR F AT AR SR & HET warareier
Hltg @o=tT & AT Y 7§ ‘FE T
feoaforat &) 3rgAETT Y FREE F AT
qTee arsfi gt AT

* After a Bench headed by the Chief Justice heard
the Wagqf law case, Mr. Dubey accused Chief Justice
Khanna of being “responsible for all the civil wars

happening in India”.

« FET FYIATEIRN AT ITETRTAT e NS CaRT TFH
HTefel HIHC! T FAaTS o dTe;, A g o FET ~araredier
Gooll IX "HR & 81 78 |3t 718 et & v foeer
Blel ST 3TRT ST |

* He further stated that the Supreme Court would be
responsible for inciting religious wars in the
country.

« 37giot I #f1 el Toh Ge FIE 30 g A enfiies Jaur wsFa F faw fFwAer ghom|

* The Bench headed by the Chief Justice fact-checked Mr. Dubey’s claim by stating in its

order that “there is no civil war in India”.
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"R H F§ IE Jau ST 8|

» The court refused to initiate contempt proceedings and called his comments “absurd” and a
deliberate attempt to malign the court.

* 3TGTCICT &1 3TAATAAT ST FTAATEN L FIA A FABR P GT hT AN T "qgehT” IR
AT T BT AT FTeT T SATAZIRT FHIAT IT-AT FATH AT

» The order, dated May 5 and published on Thursday, stated that the court is “not as fragile
as flowers to wither under irresponsible statements”.

-%Wr,ﬁSﬁﬁm%ﬁTwﬁmﬁ‘g’H, gl & [ 31eTerd "Fell Y g
AT ¢! § 1 I-TAFAGRIAT 711 & F{TAT S|

» The court added that not every act of contempt needs to result in punishment, even if
deserving, because judges are judicious, and their wisdom responds to values, not personal
protection.

* 31STeTd o TG T T o BT IAATAAT & Fed & TN Tl ST ST TG1 81T, 37 §1 I8 AT &Y,
Faifen waramefier framefter @Y §, 31 3o1enr g e amenRa footar Jeat W oamaRa gian g, 7 &
STFAI FI&T T |

* The court emphasized that it need not protect its verdicts through contempt powers.

« T & I8 SR AT 36 39 379s) Aot v 167 & v sraArsr=m affaat 1 Ggrr o 6
3T 18T g

* The Supreme Court sent a strong message that any attempt to spread communal hatred
orindulge in hate speech must be dealt with an iron hand.

- oo I o T HT TS AT 6 et o yep o wiwrarfes gom $eftet & T AT oIt HI9OT Y
&3t gt & el =fRu

* The court stated that hate speech leads to the loss of dignity and self-worth of the targeted
group, promotes disharmony, and erodes tolerance and open-mindedness.

* 31ETeTd o g1 foh GUIT $ITYOT T8I HHg 1 ARAT AR ATeH-Feq Y FIfY Al &, IFTeAT B
qgrar &aT 8, 3R wfesurar AR gards F FASAR AT |
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Contempt of Court
FATATAT &Y THATAAT

Contempt of Court refers to actions that disrespect or disobey the authority, justice, and dignity of
the court.

AT Y HIHATTAT 37 FIAT Fl Fefdd Fdr & o =g Fr 31f¥emiRarn, = ik

IINAT T JIATT AT 3TAT =T &1

The primary objective is to uphold the dignity and authority of the judiciary and ensure the
uninterrupted administration of justice.

SRl AL 3caed ~aruifast #t aR&AT 3R sfFRar s s=w wwer T F
et gamwe w1 gAfaa a3 &

SC and HC have been provided with powers to punish someone for
contempt of court.

Legal Framework

FIAT raT

The Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 governs the law relating to contempt in India.

AT Y AHaAT JRAATH, 1971 IR A AT & F&ftd Hefe S HAFa

T Bl
Article 129 of the Constitution empowers the Supreme Court to punish for contempt of itself.

HfauTe &1 ITedg 129 G PE T 3TN IaATA & foaw ST awer &1 3fRsr ar
gl

Article 215 grants similar powers to the High Courts concerning contempt of themselves.

HTede 215 3T FAITEAT b1 AT IHAATAAT & HIT H AT ATFAAT Tl el B

Observations on Judicial Sensitivity

1% Fagaeear W fRouforar

There have been instances where judges have been too sensitive, leading to excessive use of
contempt power.

T AH H e s gacafia @ § 998 saarren afFa 1 scafis
3'=I'!ﬂ'JT§3-lT gl
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Such practices are considered unhealthy as they may suppress legitimate criticism and affect the
freedom of expression.

VAT JATT IFGEYT Al AT § Fhifer F I TAIT I ol ohd! & 3R ffeafda 6
TIAAAT T JHAT N Fehall 2

Conclusion

IGAca

The power to punish for contempt is essential to maintain the authority and dignity of the
judiciary.

aAET & AT R e it afed =ararfeer Fr e sk af@Ersae @ &
fow 3maas gl

However, it must be exercised judiciously to balance the respect for the judiciary with the right
to freedom of speech and expression.

gTelifen, 38 faaequl alih ¥ 9T R ST AIgT dTfeh samaaTfaaT & JFATT 3R
FfeafFa fr Faaaar & AfFR & &9 o T B

Types of Contempt
FATAT Y HTATTAT & THR

Civil

Contempt

AaE AgATAAT

Defined under Section 2(b) of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971.
STl THTAAT Y ~ARTAT Y AHTATTAT AfAfATa, 1971 Fr 4mr 2(@) F dgd aRANa forar sr=r
gl

Involves willful disobedience to any judgment, decree, direction, order, writ, or other processes
of a court, or willful breach of an undertaking given to a court.

SHA fohdll samrmery & o, f3shy, farder, ameer, Re ar 3 gfshar & Serqgra 3ragere ar
FATATT &Y &7 IS Ui F1 SoergsT A gar Bl

Example: If a person deliberately ignores a court's order to pay maintenance, it constitutes civil
contempt.

3GTEVT: AT FIS ATFA 1A & HROT-GINUT ST & 3TTCRT I ATGHFT ASNIGTS FT §, ol
Ig AareY ATHTAAT ATAT ST
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Criminal Contempt

ITYTAF ITHTAT

e Defined under Section 2(c) of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971,
RIS HTHTTT I #ATATAT 1 IgAAAT Jf™fA"eT, 1971 Fr 4Ry 2(31) & dgd aRFA™g fohar
AT B
Includes acts that:

SEH d Hcg WA § S

o Scandalize or lower the authority of the court.
FATCrT 1 AT A W g § AT SHH IRFHY F FAR A &
o Prejudice or interfere with judicial proceedings.
A% FREAE A FEARIT AT TEIE 3cTewT Y o
o Obstruct the administration of justice in any manner.
T off &9 79T & wrEA H 9T 3cTeo A &1
Example: Publishing false allegations against a judge to undermine public confidence in the
judiciary.
3ETE0T. FATUTToIehT H SfoTall & favary A AR el & v fohdll samamedier & @ 318 IRw
GHIAT HIAT
Punishment for Contempt
aATAT F T &8

« Under Section 12 of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, punishment can include:
o TARTAT Y AT ARAIH, 1971 Hramr 12 & 3id9d &3 7 Aeafai@a afda g I6a &
« Simple imprisonment for up to six months.
* HADTH BF AN I HT FYRT FRIEH|
* Fine up to %2,000.
* 3R 32,000 FT AT
* Orboth.
* AT QT &5 UF WY
« The court may discharge or remit the punishment if the contemnor makes an apology to the
satisfaction of the court.

* I HTATTAT FI qTAT AT AT FY FANSITdH ATH ST &, A7 I &8 &Y AT AT
&THIETA Y Thall gl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page24

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Recent Developments
g &Y geaw

Virendra Singh Case (2024)
g R AFaT (2024)

 The Delhi High Court sentenced advocate Virendra Singh to six months imprisonment and a fine of
2,000 for making scandalous remarks against judges.

. oo 3TT AT & ghid dg A I et & @are srufeas foafora s &
fore og @@ 1 T 31X 22,000 1 SAT GATAT|

» The Supreme Court later reduced the sentence, noting the advocate’s apology.

- GHH FE A TG A A F A AFR F CAG A G GUHSA B FH T {3247

Gulshan Bajwa Case (2024)
UFRH do1dT ATHAT (2024)

 Advocate Gulshan Bajwa was convicted by the Delhi High Court for criminal contempt due to
derogatory remarks against judges.

« GehTeT I[ERAT FoTaT bl ArATEt F fR® IrqaATeroreTs feoaforat & wror feeelt 3=
AT CaRT ATIRIAE IFTATAAT T G187 SgIAT AT

» The Supreme Court upheld the conviction, emphasizing the importance of maintaining the dignity of
the judiciary.

- g FET s ARAST F WHEIR 1@, T§ FAEarfaFr Fr ARAT A0 @R & Agea A
g@ifehd LT B
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‘Caste census not a political issue to BJP,
but part of a philosophy of social justice’

Party has stayed true to its ideological roots by prioritising harmony and empowerment, says Union Minister of Education; the biggest beneficiaries
of the Modi government’s welfare policies have been the poor, which includes Muslims as well, and there has been no discrimination, he adds

S Paper |I: Caste Census

INTERVIEW

Dharmendra
Pradhan

Nistula Hebbar

nion Minister Dhar-
Umendra Pradhan
says that the BJP

has always had a consistent
approach towards social
justice. Elaborating on the
party’s historical and ideo-
logical approach to empo-
werment, particularly con-
cerning Other Backward
Classes (OBCs), Mr. Prad-
han says the Modi govern-
ment has never discrimi-
nated on the issue of
welfare and the decision to
undertake a caste census is
part of this commitment.
Excerpts:

Itis being said that the
decision to enumerate
caste within the decadal
Census was taken under
compulsion.

This is not correct as the
BJP has always believed in
social justice, and we have
our own, very consistent
approach with regard to
these aspirations of socie-

ty. This is not a political is-
sue for us. In the initial
days, in 1967 when the Jan
Sangh was part of the Sa-
myukta Vidhayak Dal
(SVD) government, Shri
Karpoori Thakur had, in
Bihar, initiated steps for so-
cial justice and reserva-
tion. In 1979, the Janata
Party government consti-
tuted the Mandal Commis-
sion, and we were part of
the Janata Party then. In
the 1990s, we supported
the then Janata Dal govern-
ment in their decision to
implement the Mandal
Commission recommenda-
tions. As far as political lea-
dership is concerned, from
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, to Kalyan Singh,
Uma Bharti, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, Mohan Yadav,
Keshav Prasad Maurya,
myself, Bhupender Yadav,
Hansraj Ahir, Annpurna
Devi, are the biggest co-
hort in terms of OBC em-
powerment in leadership
post-Independence. It was
under Atalji [former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee] that a Ministry for
Tribal Affairs was created,
in 1999. Compared to this,
the Congress and Nehru
[former Prime Minister Ja-
waharlal Nehru], during

the Constituent Assembly
debates opposed reserva-
tion and affirmative action.
The biggest proof is his let-
ter to Chief Ministers. Put-
ting in abeyance the Kaka
Kalelkar report, the subse-
quent Congress govern
ment [under former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi) at-
tempted to derail the Man-
dal Commission report
too.

Subsequently, during
the implementation of
Mandal Commission re-
commendations, [former
Prime  Minister]  Rajiv
Gandhi was the most vocal
critic. Rajiv Gandhi was al-
so the one who used objec-
tionable language against a
sitting Chief Minister, An-
jaiah [of Andhra Pradesh].
So those who have a limit-
ed understanding, espe-

cially Rahul  Gandhi,
should not attempt to ex-
plain why our government
took this decision.

There is a view thata
caste census will lead to
fragmentation of
society...

Not at all. For us develop-
ment and welfare is a mat-
ter of priority, and the RSS
from the beginning has
been an advocate of social
justice. Since the 1980s,
then RSS chief Balasaheb
Deoras spoke of roti-beti ka
vyavhar [sharing meals
and inter-caste marriage],
and to this day, in our or-
ganisations we have peo-
ple from sarva samaj [so-
ciety at large]. Modiji
himself brought in reserva-
tion for the economically

weaker sections in the
General Category, so there-
fore when I say that we
have an approach to social
justice, this too is part of
that.

What do you see as the
political implication,
looking at what
happened in Bihar,
Karnataka and
Telangana after their
caste surveys?

Here I will make a diffe-
rence between what hap-
pened in Bihar and, later,
in Karnataka and Telanga-
na. Both in Karnataka and
Telangana, welfare was not
the priority for the survey,
rather it was politically dri-
ven which is why there is a
difference of opinion with-
in the Congress itself, espe-
cially in Karnataka. In Bi-
har, for the caste survey,
we too were a party to it. It
was done for welfare, not
political aims. We know
that Muslim communities
are also there among Back-
ward and Extremely Back-
ward Classes. If you see in
the last 11 years, the biggest
beneficiaries of the Modi
government’s welfare poli-
cies have been the poor,
which includes Muslims as

well, and we have never
discriminated on the issue
of welfare.

Who brought in the Sa-
char Committee report,
and which were the State
governments found want-
ing in terms of welfare
measures? The govern-
ment of West Bengal, then
headed by the Left Front,
who speak incessantly on
social justice, they received
the most negative remarks,
followed by Congress-led
States.

When we say we have a
distinct philosophy we
speak of samarasta [har-
mony], not confrontation.
Some parties have the con-
ception of social justice as
being that of confronta-
tion. Other parties limit it
to the families of their lead-
ers.

The BJP made a person
from the OBCs Prime Mi-
nister, and the galaxy of
leadership from Backward
Classes that BJP has creat-
ed is unmatched, certainly
the Congress cannot match
it. This is a result of a con-
sistent stand. For those
who say that there will be
tension between castes af-
ter the census, this is not
the first time that caste is
being counted.

Caste census not a political issue to BJP, but part of a
philosophy of social justice’

dardt & fore siifer srerervre F1$ Teredfas Heer 74, afew

ATHITSS I & &2 &7 fgear &

BJP's consistent approach to social justice

TATISIF 7T P AT HTSTIT T THHATA GochIoT

* Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said that BJP has always maintained a consistent

approach towards social justice, particularly in relation to OBC empowerment.

o FEXT FAY 3 T o heT T HISTIT o WIS A1, [3AwenT Y gerfadaenor 1 et
AT Ueh GHI §fSCHIVT TATT &M & |
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» The decision for a caste census is not politically motivated but part of the party’s ideological
commitment to social justice.

« A STAVTAT &1 AU TS Tk HRUT F T8, STeh ATHATSIR A1 & IATRF Thed & g
gl

Historical roots of BJP's stance on social justice

ATATTOT 4T 9 HTST9T & T9 #T fagfaw o3

* In 1967, when Jan Sangh was part of the Samyukta Vidhayak Dal (SVD) government in
Bihar, Karpoori Thakur initiated steps for reservation and social justice.

- 1967 H 519 T8 BN T FIFd FAUTIF Gl (SVD) FIhR T TEET U1, T FYY 1 o
1aTor 31 ArEfaF = i gge & o)

* In 1979, the Janata Party government (with BJP as part of it) constituted the Mandal
Commission.

* 1979 & FeTar Ut TR (FSrge srarar enfAer oY) & Hser AT 7 35T fohaT|

* In the 1990s, BJP supported the implementation of the Mandal Commission
recommendations under the Janata Dal government.

« 1990 & EF H HISUT 7 AT &of TIFR & dgd HSA AT Y RABINET & fFIeads
A R

OBC representation in BJP leadership
HTSTIT Aed A 3 yfafafaes

* A large number of OBC leaders like Narendra Modi, Kalyan Singh, Uma Bharti, Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, Keshav Prasad Maurya, Bhupender Yadav, Annpurna Devi and others
have risen to key positions.

- g A, Fearr R, 391 AR, Rawrsr g e, Fera vamg 7, aig arga, s @
S S I AT 7T 7 <MY el W) 9g &

* Under Atal Bihari Vajpayee, a Ministry for Tribal Affairs was created in 1999.
« 3o AR A=At & HIIAFIT H 1999 H SIS FRT HATATH T TATIAT ST 315 27|

Criticism of Congress on social justice history

AATSS ~1T & sfaera W FET 6 Jraa=r

* Former PM Jawaharlal Nehru opposed reservation during Constituent Assembly debates,
as evident in his letter to Chief Ministers.
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3eTeh FEFATAAT Y fA@ 0F § TUsC AT |

» Congress governments attempted to delay or derail the Kaka Kalelkar and Mandal
Commission reports.

* T TIHRT o FTHT FrTART 3 AST AT RIS I Vet AT TITDT HLeT T 91T TR

* Rajiv Gandhi strongly criticized Mandal implementation and used objectionable language
against CM Anjaiah.

» TrSha el & HS AT A FIA AT vy TaTer fonam 3R FEAHA 34T & el S fersiaren
$TST ST STaT R

Clarification on caste census and societal harmony

ST STToTaAT 31T ATATTOTS FATHAT 9T ETSEHIOT

* BJP believes caste census does not cause fragmentation but aligns with its goal of welfare
and development.

o HTSTYT AT & o ST STTeTvTaAT & TSI A8 8laT Sfod Tg Fedmor 3R [FFa & JeT &
a2

* Since the 1980s, RSS leaders like Balasaheb Deoras have advocated roti-beti vyavhar
(inter-caste meals and marriages).

+ 1980 & &e® H g1 ARTHATH & AT STATHIRE Ga<H o1 ULI-4¢) SFTER (RS HIsleT 3R
faare) 1 aHde foham|

* Modi government introduced reservation for economically weaker sections in the General
category.

- A WHR A FATT T3 7 3fdF 70 @ FHSAR 7911 & fore amagor o

Comparison of caste surveys in different states

faffe=r Trsalt 7 sfer adator At Fererr

* The Bihar caste survey was aimed at welfare, and BJP also supported it.

- BT &1 Sfa FdfeToT FeaToTHERT 358T & v AT IR AT oF o s FHISA |

* The Karnataka and Telangana surveys were seen as politically driven, causing internal
differences within Congress.

« FaA1EH 3 AT F T aTv Feor Aefas T F ING A 1T, THGQ FEF & faw AqAS
3o gU |
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Inclusion of Muslims in welfare without discrimination

FedTor Aretertat 7 ARAT 1 e sgama & anfarer fwam aram

* In the last 11 years, the biggest beneficiaries of Modi government welfare schemes have
been the poor, including Muslims.

- ool 11 a6t 7 A TIFR FY FATOTRRY A3t & qa@ 73 et ;e @ €, oo qieers
IR C R

* BJP claims there has been no discrimination in delivering welfare.

« HTSTIT T &1aT & foh wearor faaor # 1§ Aesa a1 fohar |

Criticism of non-BJP states on Muslim welfare

HITIH FoAT0T I IR-TTaT AT AT AT JTaraan

« Sachar Committee report identified West Bengal (under Left Front) and Congress-led
states as most deficient in Muslim welfare measures.

- geeR wiAfe 1 RO 71 anr At anfea ok damer 3R FEm anfda T Afas Foamr &
HaH FASR 1T T

BJP's philosophy: Harmony not confrontation
STTSTUT T &2Vl THUT AGl, FAIHT

* BJP advocates samarasta (harmony), unlike others who view social justice as
confrontational or limited to political families.

« HTSTIT FAIHAT T FHIT FIAT &, STafh 3T WHATSNS ~IATT T THIF AT IRIRAE I AT
I &I

* BJP made an OBC leader Prime Minister, and has built a strong OBC leadership base.

« $TSTAT o Ueh I AT T Fererast S 3R At Sfea 1 Teh T IR IR |

Caste has been counted before

Fifar $t Frerelt wga sy g &

* BJP asserts that this is not the first time caste is being counted, and it should not be seen
as a cause of social tension.

« HTSTIT & FgeTl & T I Igel aR 181 & 51 Shnfa Y a7orar @Y W@ &, 3R =8 wrenfore a=irg &
$ROT TG AT ST ATRTI
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If Rohingya are foreigners
in India, they will be dealt
with as per the law, says SC

GS Paper Il: International
Thelnstitutions > o

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday observed that if
Rohingya were found to be
‘foreigners’ under the Fo-
reigners Act, they would
be dealt with by the Centre
in accordance with law.

Question of deportation
A three-judge Bench head-
ed by Justice Surya Kant
was hearing a batch of peti-
tions challenging the
Centre’s power to deport
Rohingya refugees. The pe-
titioners said as persons
identified as ‘refugees’ by
the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees
(UNHCR), they had consti-
tutional protection against
deportation to Myanmar.
The petitioners, repre-
sented by senior advocate
Colin Gonsalves and advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan,
claimed non-refoulement,
saying they would be tor-

F% TER 3% HIY Fle[el & IHTAR STIGR FIN

RN
Legal point: Rohingya refugees
at a settlement in Jammu in
November 2024. PTI

tured and killed if they
were deported to Myan-
mar, which have anyway
declared them ‘stateless’.
Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, for the Centre,
submitted that India was
not a signatory to the UN
Convention on Refugees.
He referred to an interim
order passed by the Su-
preme Court that the go-
vernment’s power under
Section 3 of the Foreigners

Question of Deportation

CCIGGEIR LG

* A three-judge Bench headed by Justice Surya Kant was hearing a batch of petitions
challenging the Centre’s power to deport Rohingya refugees.

Act to issue orders to “pro-
hibit, regulate, restrict en-
try or departure of foreign-
ers” was absolute and
unlimited, especially when
national security concerns
were in play.

Justice Dipankar Datta
agreed with Mr. Mehta’s
submissions that though
right to life and due pro-
cess (Article 21) and the
right to equality (Article 14)
of the Constitution were
available to all, the funda-
mental right to reside or
settle in any part of India
under Article 19(1)(e) was
only available to Indian
citizens.

“You do not have a right
to settle here,” Justice Dat-
ta addressed the
petitioners.

Mr. Bhushan submitted
that India recognised the
Genocide Convention. The
deportation of Rohingyas
to Mynamar, which they
had fled, was opening the
door to one.

If Rohingya are
foreigners in India,
they will be dealt
with as per the law,
says SC

3 Qg s &
fagaft &, ar 3o @y
FIeTsT & AR SYAER
forar Sream: gt e

« The Supreme Court on
Thursday observed that
if Rohingya were found
to be "foreigners"
under the Foreigners
Act, they would be
dealt with by the Centre
in accordance with the
law.

* g1 FIE 7 TFAR HY
feoqufy & fr 3R AfgeaT
&+ Al IR AIA &

ded "facef g =, at
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¥ T AT T Al S ATl TTARIHT T Gorars T T |

* The petitioners said that as persons identified as "refugees” by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), they had constitutional protection against
deportation to Myanmatr.

» ATTAPTRATIN  HeT foh 3¢ T g RO ITagFT (UNHCR) ZaRT "aRomeff' & &0
TgdTAT 31T §, SHTAT 3o¢ FAAR AT & f@omd gdenfas Tvator ured g

* The petitioners, represented by senior advocate Colin Gonsalves and advocate Prashant
Bhushan, claimed non-refoulement, saying they would be tortured and killed if deported to
Myanmar, which had already declared them "stateless".

- aftss rftraerar Fifaer Aiarfeaw AT v sywor garT gfafafRica fhu e arferemrendist @ 3
faaTaeT (non-refoulement) =T &rar o, %Wg@%aﬁﬁmﬁmw ar 3¢ e
&Y STeeY 31T ART SATCE, FifF FATAR 378 Ig &) ARS8 (stateless)" QYT T AT ¥

Centre’s Argument and Legal Position

&g &1 as AR FeE RPafa

* Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, representing the Centre, submitted that India was not a
signatory to the UN Convention on Refugees.

- FIATHET Tl TIR ATaT o che; T 3R A gl o HRT WIFT Tog AROTAF FoaereT
ECTGTIhcll w181 ¢ |

* He referred to an interim order passed by the Supreme Court stating that the government’s
power under Section 3 of the Foreigners Act to issue orders to “prohibit, regulate, restrict
entry or departure of foreigners” was absolute and unlimited, especially in cases of
national security.

« 3ogiel YA FIE GART IR Teh AR A Fl Sooid [haT foraa et 7 o T 1 faeeh
Frfafager v 4rT 3 & dg " R & yaer a1 yeure # yfaafaa, Rfaafa o @@fa s
AR § S o qot 3R Ireltfda &, AW &0 & ST Iy et &1 ATl gl

Observations by Justice Dipankar Datta

FATgfet AR gam Y feeaforat

» Justice Dipankar Datta agreed with Mr. Mehta’s submissions, stating that though Article 21
(Right to Life and Liberty) and Article 14 (Right to Equality) of the Constitution are available to
all persons, the fundamental right to reside or settle under Article 19(1)(e) is only available
to Indian citizens.

» TS QAT EAT A AT AEl Y Gollell & TATA STaT$ AR gl Toh grelifsh AIAUTT F Hfeda
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21 (SiraeT 3R T &1 ATUHR) 3R TS 14 (FATAAT 1 3HDR) Tt sqfFaat ) e g

g,
gl

Qifehet 31eTed 19(1)(e) & o Teat 3R qwa &1 Ao FTUFR Faer sRelrg aArerRet 1 urea

* He directly addressed the petitioners, saying, “You do not have aright to settle here.”

« 3egieY ATFIRTRAT3TT & TTeY FgT, "3TIHT TgT 90 T JATAFR 81 &1"

Further Arguments by Petitioners

IIRFTRATHT & 3T F a6

* Mr. Prashant Bhushan submitted that India recognises the Genocide Convention.

RITeT ${OT & gl [ IR SIHER WFA (Genocide Convention) 1 Hedl ST &

* He argued that deportation of Rohingyas to Myanmar, from where they had fled, was
equivalent to opening the door to genocide.

3egiel den e foh NFTIAT 1 37 FAR H [T T, T8 3 3 A1 &, JEER & o T&ar

Grelel ST ¥

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
HYad Y IR SHATGSH (UNHCR)

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is a UN agency
established in 1950 to protect and support refugees, forcibly displaced communities,
and stateless individuals.

g WY IRV ST (UNHCR) T g 1Y Toidt g, foTed! R0 1950 H
RN, gaqde fawfa wgemal 3R Isafad safaaal & & 3R Jerrar & fog
CARIERT

Headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, UNHCR operates in 136 countries with a
workforce of 20,305 staff as of December 2023.

UNHCR &1 T&ad forqan, Raeerds o § iR faxiar 2023 9@ 39 U 20,305
HHARY § 5 136 =0 & SRR B

Historical Background

U ggafi

The concept of a High Commissioner for Refugees dates back to 1921, initiated by the
League of Nations, with Fridtjof Nansen as the first High Commissioner.
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Pn.'us{\l -'M‘" E ri
ONTACT: 9971932488 @535
RO & fore STgad 31 SGURTT 1921 T 1T 3UTH AN GRT I &1 TTg o, o

fireelIe AT Ugd Sagad o |

e Post World War II, the International Refugee Organization (IRO) was established in
1946 to address the refugee crisis.
fadra fay gs & 91¢ siaxigia TROMA W16 (1IRO) T RITUAT 1946 H TRUMAT The &
fAiges & forg ot 7 ot

e In 1950, the United Nations established the UNHCR as the successor to the IRO.
1950 #H, HY Y 4 UNHCR B! RITUAT IRO b STRIYDR & T H |

e The 1951 Refugee Convention defined the legal framework for UNHCR's operations,
initially focusing on European refugees.
- 1951 IRUMY F=ERM 7 UNHCR & BT & (o8 BT Sram TR fova, St uRY |
QRIUT RO} W= diad il

e The 1967 Protocol expanded UNHCR's mandate beyond Europe, allowing it to assist
refugees globally.

1967 WIAIdTa ¥ UNHCR ¥ PR &5 o1 TRIT & WX fwaia o= faa, e o8 afye
TR WR IR 3t Geradl 61 97|

Mandate and Functions

®1d 3R T

e Protection: Safeguarding the rights and well-being of refugees and stateless persons.
&I, IRUMTAT 3R Irsafagi safdaal & SifReRY SR FeaTor BT & |

e Assistance: Providing shelter, healthcare, education, and emergency relief to
displaced populations.
HeTad: faRfid SHHe &1 3TaTd, Wy Jarg, g, $iR ST e Ir8d UaH
DA

Durable Solutions:
T FHIYT:

¢ Voluntary Repatriation: Assisting refugees in returning to their home countries
safely.
Wf® YHary: IR & qRIdE =4 39 g S dieq § Tgrial &l

e Local Integration: Facilitating the integration of refugees into host communities.

RITY THIHIUT: RN B! AoTa TGN & TDIpd DR DI UiohdT DI ST ST
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Resettlement: Relocating refugees to third countries where they can rebuild their
lives.

gHare: TR & daR &= & ARG H1, gt d U= Siiae gAf-THd B o |
Advocacy: Promoting policies and practices that protect the rights of refugees and
displaced persons.

yaadl ST IR 3R fawfud safeaal & SfrerY ot 3am &3 arel ifaay sik
UYT3ff &) FETar ST

Key Achievements and Recognitions

ST Iuafedr 3R Araard

UNHCR has been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize twice:

UNHCR &1 gl R e 2Mifd RIBR I G117 o T 5

1954: For its efforts to heal the wounds of war by providing help and protection to
refugees worldwide.

1954: gFHRATWR & IRONTAAT &1 Tgradr 3R GRE&M UGH 3R & & °Tal Bl HRA & Tl
o fom|

1981: For promoting the fundamental rights of refugees.

1981: IRUNTYAY & Hifere IfUBRY & dgrar <1 & forul
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CJI forwards panel’s inquiry report
on Justlce Varma to President, PM

|GS Paper II: Judiciary

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna has forwarded to
the President and the
Prime Minister the in-
house committee report
on allegations about the
discovery of partially burnt
sacks of currency notes in
a gutted storeroom of High
Court judge Justice Yash-
want Varma’s earlier offi-
cial residence in Delhi after
a fire on March 14.

The CJI’'s action paves
the way for the initiation of
removal proceedings
against Justice Varma in
Parliament. The CJI has al-
so enclosed, in his commu-
nication to the President
and the Prime Minister, the
response received from the
judge on May 6 to the pa-
nel report.

The move indicates that
the inquiry committee of
Justices Sheel Nagu, G.S.
Sandhawalia and Anu Siva-
raman, constituted by the
Chief Justice of India on
March 22 to conduct an in-

Suspicious find: Burnt pieces of currency notes among debris
near the residence of Justice Yashwant Varma, in New Delhi. PTi

depth probe into the inci-
dent, have found sufficient
material for the removal of
the judge, who was trans-
ferred to the Allahabad
High Court after the
incident.

Based on SC judgment

According to the in-house
procedure, elucidated in
the Additional District and
Sessions Judge versus Regis-
trar General, High Court Of
Madhya Pradesh judgment
in December 2014, the pa-
nel report is sent to the
President and the Prime

Minister if the judge in
question refuses the CJI’s
advice to resign his office

or opt for voluntary
retirement.
The 2014 judgment had

explained that the CJI
would make it clear in his
communication to the Pre-
sident and the Prime Mi-
nister that he had chosen
to write to them “because
allegations against the
judge had been found by
the inquiry committee to
be so serious as to warrant
the initiation of proceed-
ings for removal”.

The Constitution man-
dates that judges of the Su-
preme Court and High
Courts can be removed by
an order of the President
after a successful motion
for removal and subse-
quent proceedings on the
grounds of “proved misbe-
haviour or incapacity”.

Under Article 217 of the
Constitution, the motion to
remove the judge must be
supported by a special ma-
jority of each House of Par-
liament. A special majority
is a majority of the total
membership of that House
and a majority of at least
two-thirds of the members
of that House present and
voting. The same proce-
dure of removal applies to
Supreme Court judges un-
der Article 124.

The three-member in-
quiry committee was con-
stituted on the basis of a
preliminary enquiry report
submitted by Delhi High
Court Chief Justice D.K.
Upadhyaya recommending
a “deeper probe” into the
allegations.

CJl forwards panel’s inquiry report on Justice Varma to

President, PM

CJI o Sif¥ew gaT W daa i s Raé weeufa sk yaes=h &

At

- Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna has forwarded to the President

and the Prime Minister the in-house committee report on allegations
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regarding partially burnt sacks of currency notes found in a gutted
storeroom of High Court judge Justice Yashwant Varma’s earlier
official residence in Delhi after a fire on March 14.

o {RT & FAET ~AATET Hollg Goell A 14 AT $ feeelt 7 327 =maeT &
AT SRPEH TR TAT F T4 AR HTGH H AT o911 & 91 el g0
T el @ 7 AN A el F IRt 1 =8 so7-g3w wfAfa A Rae
Tseafa 3T g #Y s B

» The CJI's action paves the way for the initiation of removal proceedings against Justice
Varma in Parliament.

» CJI &1 38 HaTS § WHG H wArIHft IAT & §EIT AT Y IFHAT YE el 7 ART J2AET BT 5

» The CJI also enclosed in his communication the response from the judge, which was
received on May 6, in reply to the panel report.

* CJI & 319 RITE & 6 A 1 urea =aramefier Hr gfafrar off Goea Hr g, S T RAE F 3w A
& aTs Y|

» The move indicates that the inquiry committee comprising Justices Sheel Nagu, G.S.
Sandhawalia, and Anu Sivaraman, which was constituted on March 22, found sufficient
material for the removal of the judge.

« Ig A Hahd &l ¢ foh 22 AT i TSd ST AR foras =araefd ofver amy, . v, werarfaar
3R 31 R enfirer &, 1 sareier 1 g & forw waied @y Ao 8

» Justice Varma was transferred to the Allahabad High Court after the incident.
« 3 GCT o dIG, ATECH TAT ol SATEIEIG 3T ~IAATAT H FATATTR < [Ga1 3127 47|

Based on SC judgment
ot FIE F Aoty o1 smaRa

+ According to the in-house procedure explained in the 2014 Supreme Court judgment
(Additional District and Sessions Judge vs Registrar General, High Court of Madhya Pradesh),
the panel report is sent to the President and Prime Minister if the judge refuses to resign or
opt for voluntary retirement.

- 2014 & TRA FE F thwer (Ve 3cae U3 QAW SToT S SR Sfellel, HET Y& 2T 3=
=ITATeI) & 3THN, IR IS AN SEADT oot I7 FATaw Farfagiy o @ R w1 § ot
Teeafa 3R g S dae RaiE A S 8

* The judgment also stated that the CJI must make it clear in the letter that the allegations were
found serious enough by the inquiry committee to warrant removal proceedings.
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Constitutional Procedure for Removal

AT Y gTer T Faufaew gfhar

* According to the Constitution, judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts can be
removed by an order of the President following a successful motion in Parliament on
grounds of proved misbehaviour or incapacity.

- G & 3reTaR, P FE AR 3T FArTerat & Farrdel B w6 7 TFaE gl gl & ae
Tregafer & e & A AR AT FETACT & TR W FEAT S Hebel 6

* Under Article 217, the motion must be supported by a special majority in each House of
Parliament—a majority of the total membership and two-thirds of members present and
voting.

* HTDE 217 & Tgd, YT Y HHE & Tedsh Teel H AT sgad & aiRd gl arfgr—arh
HETT WEAT HT agAd 3N 3uRUT vd Haer 1 1@ al-faers wewat w1 awd|

» The same procedure applies for the removal of Supreme Court judges under Article 124.

* ITTBE 124 & Agd GNA FIE & wararefiert i e i g i a8 2|

Origin of the Inquiry Committee

s wfafer b 3eafa

* The three-member inquiry committee was set up following a preliminary report by Delhi
High Court Chief Justice D.K. Upadhyaya, who recommended a deeper probe into the
incident.

- I5 et wewa sra afafa Red séae & aea ~amaredir 31.&. surear &  ’Ris RN &
TR W TS I 375 oY, STt 3rsfiv sirer v f{wrier v a5 o)
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‘No country will be allowed to use
Sri Lankan territory against another’

|GS Paper II: SAHR

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka on Thursday said
no country would be al-
lowed to use its territory
against another and reaf-
firmed its non-aligned fo-
reign policy.

Addressing the weekly
media briefing, Cabinet
spokesperson Nalinda
Jayatissa, when queried on
the government’s position
on the rising India-Pakis-
tan tensions, said Sri Lanka
would stay out of Indian
Ocean geopolitical
conflicts.

“Our territorial land,
waters, and airspace will
not be used by one country
against another. We re-
main firm on this position
and have communicated it

Colombo says its
involvement is aimed
at de-escalating
tensions, protecting

regional peace

clearly in the past. Our in-
volvement is aimed at de-
escalating tensions, safe-
guarding regional peace,
and preventing terrorism,”
he added.

Further, Sri Lanka main-
tains good diplomatic ties
with the two countries,
and both India and Pakis-
tan have helped Sri Lanka
“from time to time”, Mr.
Jayatissa said. “We will fol-
low a non-aligned stance
while maintaining our so-
vereignty,” he said.

Following the April 22
Pahalgam terrorist attack,

President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake posted on so-
cial media platform X that
he was “deeply shocked by
the terrorist attack in Pa-
halgam that claimed 26 in-
nocent lives. Just spoke
with PM @narendramodi
to convey Sri Lanka’s soli-
darity & our shared com-
mitment against terrorism.
Our hearts go out to the
victims’ families. We stand
with India in these difficult
times”.

South Asians for Human
Rights (SAHR), a regional
network of human rights
defenders, has demanded
that the governments of In-
dia and Pakistan imme-
diately de-escalate “the
current war situation”. Is-
suing a statement on
Thursday, it warned that

“failing to do so will irre-
vocably affect people of
both countries as well as
the people of South Asia”.

The rights body said it
“vehemently condemned”
India’s Operation Sindoor
military strikes across nine
locations in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied-Kash-
mir early on Wednesday
and observed that Pakis-
tan’s retaliation was “furth-
er escalating this
situation”.

Reiterating the need for
“a credible and transpa-
rent investigation” into the
terrorist attack in Pahal-
gam, led by the United Na-
tions, SAHR observed that
the people of India, Pakis-
tan as well as the region
must avoid “any means of
war mongering”.

Sri Lanka’s Position on India-Pakistan Tensions

HRT-ITfhEdT delra W sieret & *ufa

- Sri Lanka on Thursday reiterated that no country will be allowed to
use its territory against another and reaffirmed its non-aligned foreign

policy.

o SierT & TFAR FY AT T forelt it Sor Y qaX F FATd 9= a7 1
3T FIA AT IregAfer 7t & sreaht 3R 38 el yefavder e AHfa Hr

gfee 1|

* At the weekly media briefing, Cabinet spokesperson Nalinda Jayatissa, when asked about
the government’s position on rising India-Pakistan tensions, said Sri Lanka would stay out of

Indian Ocean geopolitical conflicts.

« TCATig® I ardT &7 hiaae yawdr Arfeier SAfaEdT o 39 ART-IIFEdT & g6d ddd W
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* “Our territorial land, waters, and airspace will not be used by one country against
another. We remain firm on this position and have communicated it clearly in the past.

- "gANT 7R, STereT A argEater 1 ST Rt T e G@RT qEY & @ e fohar S|
gH 54 8ufd T gg § 31K 58 uger o Fave T § a1 14T ¢ |

* Our involvement is aimed at de-escalating tensions, safeguarding regional peace, and
preventing terrorism,” he added.

« 3ogiel gl Toh GART 3663 AT FI HH FHTAT, AT A I FTATC I@AT AR ATdHaTG HF Nevel1
gl

« Sri Lanka maintains good diplomatic ties with both India and Pakistan, and both countries
have helped Sri Lanka from time to time, Mr. Jayatissa said.

o S SrIfaEaT A gl T Acierr & AR 3T TiFeant =t & 91 3 Toa s g § 31K =t
ot F FHT-THT 9T AT Y Aee A B

* “We will follow a non-aligned stance while maintaining our sovereignty,” he said.

» 3egiel e, "EH Tl HYS[AT STT TW §U IefaTdaT $& Ha=Ada|”

President's Reaction to the Pahalgam Attack

UEINH gHel G Irseufa oy wfafmar

* Following the April 22 Pahalgam terrorist attack, President Anura Kumara Dissanayake
posted on social media platform X expressing that he was “deeply shocked by the terrorist
attack in Pahalgam that claimed 26 innocent lives.”

* 22 37U FT §T TEIA ITcieh! AW & dTe;, ASCAT e[ FART GHATAd =1 Herer AT 7 X
9 GEE Il §U el foh Ig "TEeITH H §T HTH! g 3 95< 3ed ¢ oot 26 ey aat st
gl

* He said, “Just spoke with PM @narendramodi to convey Sri Lanka’s solidarity and our
shared commitment against terrorism.

« 351l g, "33l U= @narendramodi & ST ST 3R AlierehT Y THLedT AT ATdHaATG F
f&aTs g e gfaegerar sued S

* Our hearts go out to the victims’ families. We stand with India in these difficult times.”

« GART WAGATE NFZAT F TRART F 1Y § | TH 50 Hfod AT A HRT F AT @S ¢ 1"
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Call by South Asians for Human Rights (SAHR)
AB3Y TRIH BR TgA TSCH (SAHR) Fr ardfier

* SAHR, aregional network of human rights defenders, demanded that the governments of
India and Pakistan must immediately de-escalate the current war situation.

* SAHR, 3T f&F ATATIO®R T&TH] T TF 8NT sea® &, o FA9T A & AR 3 afFeae
IR qATT Jerr St Frufer Y i a1 ¥

* Inits Thursday statement, SAHR warned that failing to do so will irrevocably affect the
people of both countries and also the people of South Asia.

* AFAR & FATA H SAHR o AdATaett &Y 7o TR QAT 6T foham a1, o Ig axal et & &t 3R @Y
giayor vfdram & AR R raRad=T s e

* The rights body said it vehemently condemned India’s Operation Sindoor, which involved
military strikes across nine locations in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir on
Wednesday.

- 3SR G A AR F JAroverar R A F3 areal # fofer 1, ST guar w1 afdean ik
aifrEarer-siftrga FeaAt & &t Tt w1 A gare v atv

* It also observed that Pakistan’s retaliation was further escalating the situation.

- 5T Ig oY gt T aifdearer Y afafdar ¥ g Ul 31t 3rfe Rers @ &

* SAHR reiterated the need for a credible and transparent investigation into the Pahalgam
terrorist attack, preferably led by the United Nations.

* SAHR & G ATAHATG! gorel 1 faeawetia it areeff sa, Ty weg # 3epars 7, &
3TTRAT BT AT

* It observed that the people of India, Pakistan, and the region must avoid any means of war
mongering.

« 35giol gl o SR, Tfharet 3R QX &1 & el 1 Jar 13 & fnel) off wrerer @ wremy
el

Page4o
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SC urges Centre to
fill vacancies of HC

judges’ exp

Dudiciary

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday urged the Centre
to clear recommendations
made by the top court Col-
legium for High Court judg-
es’ appointments while
noting that vacancies are
affecting justice adminis-
tration across the country.
“The Central govern-
ment needs to act and en-
sure that the recommenda-
tions made by the
Supreme Court Collegium
for judge appointments are
cleared expeditiously,” Jus-
tice A.S. Oka, who is also a
Collegium member, said in
an order. The Bench, also
comprising Justice Ujjal
Bhuvan. was hearing a suo

editiously

motu case highlighting the
need to ease the process of
bail, especially for under-
trials. The court was con-
cerned with the fact that
there were over seven lakh
criminal appeals pending
in the High Courts.

A recent data published
by the Supreme Court
showed that 29 recommen-
dations made by the Su-
preme Court Collegium to
State High Courts since No-
vember 9, 2022 were pend-
ing with the government.

The Bench took the case
of the Allahabad High
Court, which had only 79
working judges when the
sanctioned strength was
160. There were over two
lakh criminal appeals
pending in the High Court.

SC urges Centre to fill vacancies
of HC judges expeditiously

FHHA FIE A g A FEPICH
sgrarefien Hr RfFaar ofver sa &1
31marg foram

- The Supreme Court on Thursday
urged the Central government to clear
the recommendations made by the
Supreme Court Collegium for High
Court judges’ appointments, noting
that vacancies are affecting the
administration of justice across the
country.

* TFAR H GHH FIE A Fig TWFR A AT
o 1 a8 gr$Ic & e Fr gl
¥ fore Foiler F1E Fraforas garr i a5
et @y ofver Al &, FifF S A

RfFaar =nfAe caaedr & yarfad &3 @ &

« Justice A.S. Oka, who is also a Collegium member, stated that the government must act
and ensure the recommendations are cleared expeditiously.

« FIHAS T.OH. HF, St T T FlATHTH TG T §, A Fa0 o6 GHR ) FRATS F1 91fe¢ 3R
fawifva &1 efter wspd S =nfew

» The Bench, also comprising Justice Ujjal Bhuyan, was hearing a suo motu case that
highlighted the need to ease the process of bail, especially for undertrials.

- SRS Ssoae §7Te 3 AMA $H WIS o FaA: WATT HIHA I GoTdTs T, e Ay &9 &
TS Hicdr & foIT THATT Y URFAT AT A I AT Y 3@ifhd fwar 3|

* The court expressed concern over more than 7 lakh criminal appeals pending in the High

Courts.

« 37ETeld o g & 7 @ @ 31 ® 3mqufreE 3rdfial & &fed gl W) Riar sars|
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* According to recent data published by the Supreme Court, 29 recommendations made by
the Collegium to State High Courts since November 9, 2022, were still pending with the

government.

- GRH FIE CaRT THIRIA FITAAT ATt & 3TAR, 9 TG 2022  TH FEHIEA oh [T &I 375 29
RAEIRY 379 o THR & a7 dfaa &1

» The Bench particularly discussed the case of Allahabad High Court, which has only 79
working judges against a sanctioned strength of 160.

- 15 & FAAY TG U SATETETG FIEHIE T ATHT 3S1T, 161 160 FIghe IaT & HFTael Shalel 79

FAATENer FRRA B |
‘Claims of » There are over 2 lakh criminal appeals pending in the Allahabad High Court
. alone.
BOVLArZEUNG . sy sarmgrame; gt o & 2 o & 31 o ardh e &
Neelum-Jhelum
project false’ Claims of govt. targeting Neelum-Jhelum project
IGS Pa-per Il fal se
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Pakistan’s allegation that
India had targeted the Nee-
lum-Jhelum hydroelectric
project in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) is an
“absolute and complete fa-
brication”, Foreign Secre-
tary Vikram Misri said on
Thursday, suggesting that
Pakistan was attempting to
use the claim as a “pretext”
to target “Indian infras-
tructure of a similar na-
ture”. “I want to say that
this is an absolute and
complete fabrication and a
blatant lie... I should note
that if this kind of claim is a
pretext for targeting Indian
infrastructure of a similar
nature, Pakistan will be en-
tirely responsible for the
consequences that will un-
doubtedly follow,” Mr. Mis-
ri said at a special press
briefing here.

He also said that con-
trary to reports in Pakista-
ni and Turkish media, the
National Security Advisers
of India and Pakistan have
not been in contact since
Operation Sindoor took
place on Wednesday
morning.

TIFR G AH-AgAHd TRATSTT HI ARATAT Toilet FT
IR el

- Pakistan’s allegation that India had targeted the Neelum-
Jhelum hydroelectric project in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) is an “absolute and complete fabrication,” said
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri on Thursday.

o QIfREATeT T I Y fF AR oF IR & Feal arel FIHR
(PoK) # FEUd Ae[H-SIgaH g33Isa [des TRANSTAT Y forermem
ST, U “quid: e 3R g 2, I¢ facer ufRe fawa A &
THAR I FET|

* He suggested that Pakistan was trying to use the claim as a “pretext” to target
“Indian infrastructure” of a similar nature.

* 3781ol Ig GeTd 1T fob TTfehEcllel 38 3TRIY T “qgT” oh & H SEAHTS Y TgT AT
dTfeh a8 “HRAT AT TR T AT 77 Feh |
* Mr. Misri emphasized, “This is an absolute and complete fabrication and a

blatant lie... if this claim is used as a pretext to target Indian infrastructure of a
similar nature, Pakistan will be entirely responsible for the consequences that
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will undoubtedly follow.”

« AHY = SR &Y U e, “Tg Teh qUie: JTeret 3 FT 3T €. 3R 3T IR 1 AR oy
ST T TARMTAT STt & q8TeY & & H SEAAT T a7, ot wifdhearer g ave foesier glon 3=
IROTAT & fow ST [ATRET &9 @ 3mdar|”

» He also clarified that contrary to reports in Pakistani and Turkish media, the National
Security Advisers of India and Pakistan have not been in contact since Operation Sindoor
on Wednesday morning.

« 3ogiel Ig ¢ TC TR foh anfraelt 3K qeht AfEar & et & faodia, sma 31k mfteears &
TSI GRAT FATGHR JUAR Fag & Hraveret RiER & a1¢ ¥ 99 # 7767 U
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MMR shows a declining
trend, reveal latest data

The highest MMR is seen in the 20-29 age group and second highest in the 30-34 age group;

the maternal mortality ratio in a region is a measure of the reproductive health of women

|GS Paper II: Social Justice

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

he Maternal Mor-
T tality Ratio (MMR)

in India declined to
93 per lakh live births in
2019-21 from 97 in 2018-20,
and 103 in 2017-19, show
the latest data released by
the Office of the Registrar-
General and Census Com-
missioner of India.

The data show the high-
est MMR occurs in the 20-
29 age group, and the se-
cond highest in the 30-34
age group.

Several States, including
Madhya Pradesh (175), As-
sam (167), Uttar Pradesh
(151), Odisha (135), Chhat-
tisgarh (132), West Bengal
(109), and Haryana (106),
have high MMRs.

The Registrar-General
arrives at estimates on fer-
tility and mortality using
the Sample Registration
System, one of the largest
demographic sample sur-
veys in the country.

The MMR is a measure
of the reproductive health
of women in a region.

Drop in maternal death rate

The chart shows the Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR), which
is the number of maternal deaths during a given period per

100,000 live births
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Every day in 2023,
over 700 women
died of preventable
causes related to
pregnancy, says WHO

One of the key indica-
tors of maternal mortality
is the MMR, defined as the
number of maternal
deaths during a given time
period per 100,000 live
births during the same
time period as reported.

Source: Office of the Registrar General, India

The UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
aim at reducing global
MMR to to less than 70 per
100,000 live births.

Many women in the re-
productive age span die
from complications during
and following pregnancy
and childbirth, or abor-
tion.

“Maternal death is the
death of a woman while
pregnant or within 42 days
of termination of pregnan-
cy, irrespective of the dura-

tion and site of the preg-
nancy, from any cause
related to or aggravated by
the pregnancy or its man-
agement but not from acci-
dental or incidental caus-
es,” according to the World
Health Organization
(WHO).

The data state that ma-
ternal deaths, being a rare
event, require prohibitive-
ly large sample sizes to pro-
vide robust estimates.

The WHO notes that ev-
ery day in 2023, over 700
women died from preven-
table causes related to
pregnancy and childbirth.

“A maternal death oc-
curred almost every 2 mi-
nutes in 2023. Between
2000 and 2023, the
MMR...dropped by about
40% worldwide. Just over
90% of all maternal deaths
occurred in low- and low-
er-middle-income  coun-
tries in 2023. Care by
skilled health professionals
before, during and after
childbirth can save the
lives of women and new-
borns,”’ the WHO said.

MMR shows a declining trend, reveal latest data

THATHANR H Frae Y ygfer, srdteras ser & gerar

- The Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) in India declined to 93 per lakh
live births in 2019-21 from 97 in 2018-20, and 103 in 2017-19,
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according to the latest data released by the Office of the Registrar-
General and Census Commissioner of India.

o XA # AT Feg & (MMR) 2019-21 3 93 ufey @ sfhifaa ser W AR 18,
SiY 2018-20 & 97 31X 2017-19 & 103 ft, g AdIATH 3T AR TIFR &
WAEER ST R SAAINOTAT HTYFT FrATrT SaRT SR F6m ar=m g1

* The highest MMR is observed in the 20-29 age group, followed by the second highest in the
30-34 age group.

» MMR Fe & 31f8reh 20-29 3g 391 & 2T 511l 8, 58 dlfe; 30-34 3y T # @l Gl 318 &x
gl

 Several States, including Madhya Pradesh (175), Assam (167), Uttar Pradesh (151),
Odisha (135), Chhattisgarh (132), West Bengal (109), and Haryana (106), have high MMRs.

« FS [T H, S AET 92U (175), TH (167), 30 92T (151), 3iif3em (135), Sdaerg (132),
qia# F9rer (109), 3R gR=Tom (106), #F 3T MMR £

* The Registrar-General estimates fertility and mortality using the Sample Registration
System, one of the largest demographic sample surveys in the country.

- WATER FeRel FoTetet 3R Fog & 1 T Auer WA ves & Aregs @ oema g, s g
T Teh TST STAHTTET T HIETOT &

* MMR is a measure of the reproductive health of women in a region.

« MMR &Y 815 & A3 & Yslelel TARELY FT U ATT ¢

* MMR is defined as the number of maternal deaths during a given time period per 100,000
live births during the same period.

* MMR &I T fafése ga@ar 3raf@r 100,000 Shfda Sreat & alret gl arell A FeF X H &I A
ARHAT foar STl B

» The UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) aim to reduce the global MMR to less
than 70 per 100,000 live births.

« §FFA T & FAd fAFTH A&7 (SDGs) FT 36437 AR MMR T 100,000 Shfae stet 9¥ 70
H FH doh HH FLAT & |

* Many women in the reproductive age span die from complications during and after
pregnancy, childbirth, or abortion.

« Gotetet 31T 9 T 3 AT TTawyT, YHT AT AT o GNTet 3R are 7 Ifearansit & 7 Sl
gl
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* According to the World Health Organization (WHO), “Maternal death is the death of a
woman while pregnant or within 42 days of termination of pregnancy, irrespective of the
duration and site of the pregnancy, from any cause related to or aggravated by the pregnancy or
its management but not from accidental or incidental causes.”

- freT FareLy Werae (WHO) & 3[R, “HAI Hg 38 Higoll 1 7 & S I18¥achl gl & e a1
TSHTIEAT HATCT g1t F 42 Rt o e &7 Sirelt 8, =g aredarear v 3rafer 3R vy o o g, 3R
I Tt ot ROT & HaifRId g1 it aTeHTaeT A1 SHeh Yatiel SaRT 31T I1AT &Y, oifehed gHeaTcHe It
HeTdeh RO F AT "

» The data reveals that maternal deaths, being rare events, require large sample sizes to
provide robust estimates.

* 3T/ TG T FeAcll § o AT Heg S GoIs T3 o [T a3 Ader HTFR hT HTaeThell glch &
e FSTST 3eJHTeT ITec FohT ST Heh|

* WHO reports that every day in 2023, over 700 women died from preventable causes related
to pregnancy and childbirth.

« WHO RTE aXar g o 2023 # gfafest 700 & 31fs Afgene smitawyr 31k vag & gefta
AFATH I FROT T AL |
* According to WHO, “A maternal death occurred almost every 2 minutes in 2023. Between

2000 and 2023, the MMR worldwide dropped by about 40%. Just over 90% of all maternal
deaths occurred in low- and lower-middle-income countries in 2023.”

* WHO & 38R, ‘AT #[cg w1797 & 2 fAsTe & 2023 # g1 2000 31N 2023 & o, afRaeh MMR
# TaTSAT 40% T TIRTEC IS | 2023 7 F AT FHog 1 90% & 3HTeeh fgeam foawer 3R weg-amy
arelr &It 7 g3’

» The WHO further added, “Care by skilled health professionals before, during, and after
childbirth can save the lives of women and newborns.”

* WHO =¥ Ig #11 T, “Fral TR Qqal SaRT SWHT 98d & g, aRTeT 3R a1, & Afgensit
3R Agerdt dr AT ST bl &1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page46

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

India recorded 21 lakh
additional deaths in
2021, say R]GI reports

GS Paper lI: HEalth

I'he Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

[ndia recorded over one
crore deaths in 2021 — the
second year of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic — which
was around 21 lakh deaths
more than in 2020, show
two key reports on regis-
tered births and deaths pu-
blished this week by the
Registrar-General of India
(RGI) after a five-year gap.

“In the case of regis-
tered deaths, the number
of registered events has
zone up from 81.2 lakhs in
2020 to 102.2 lakhs in 2021,
i.e., an increase of 26.0%,”
the report, “Vital Statistics
of India based on the Civil
Registration System for the
year 2021”, said. In 2019,
75.9 lakh deaths were
registered.

The other report on the
medical certification of the
cause of death in 2021,
compiled by the RGI, said
that deaths with COVID-19
as the underlying cause in-
creased from 1,60,618 in
2020 to 4,13,580 in 2021,
which included 2,67,363
male, 1,46,215 female, and
two transgender fatalities.

In 2021, out of
10,224,506 deaths, as ma-
oy as 23,95,128 were medi-
cally  certified deaths,
which was 5,83,440 more
registered deaths when
compared with those of
2020.

The report said a total of

5,74,198 COVID-19 deaths
were reported in 2020 and
2021. The COVID-19 dash-
board maintained by the
Union Ministry of Health
says that as on May 5, the
total number of deaths in-
duced by the pandemic
stood at 5,33,665.

The report said that
among the leading groups
of causes, diseases of the
circulatory system, includ-
ing pulmonary ailments,
constituted 29.8% of the to-
tal number of medically
certified deaths, followed
by deaths caused by CO-
VID-19 at 17.3%; deaths
caused by diseases of the
respiratory  system  at
12.7%; and deaths caused
by certain infectious and
parasitic diseases at 6.1%.

COVID-19 was the se-
cond leading cause of
death in 2021; it was the
third leading cause of
death in 2020.

Among the 32 States and
Union Territories, Uttar
Pradesh, Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra, Tamil Nadu, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Karnataka,
Bihar, Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala, West Bengal, Od-
isha, Chhattisgarh, Harya-
na, Punjab, Telangana,
Jharkhand, and Delhi con-
tributed significantly to the
increased number of
deaths registered from
2020 to 2021, the report
said. The number of regis-
tered births decreased by
about 0.1%, it added.
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India recorded 21 lakh additional
deaths in 2021, say RGlI reports

RT o 2021 # 21 o faRaa Al o
$1, SIS RANEH & AR

- Indiarecorded over one crore deaths in
2021, the second year of the COVID-19
pandemic. This was around 21 lakh more
than in 2020.

RT & 2021 & T FUS F AHf0F Al ot 61, 3t
COVID-19 HGTHARY &7 g a¥ AT| T§ 2020 F
HFTae M 21 e Hfew ot

* The number of registered deaths increased from 81.2 lakh
in 2020 to 102.2 lakh in 2021, an increase of 26.0%.

Siigra Aial T FEAT 2020 # 81.2 TG § Tga{ 2021 H
102.2 9TE 81 75, ST 26.0% T gEf& &

* In 2019, 75.9 lakh deaths were registered.
2019 # 75.9 AT Hldl Goftehe 1 1S i

+ According to the report on the medical certification of the
cause of death, deaths with COVID-19 as the underlying
cause increased from 1,60,618 in 2020 to 4,13,580 in 2021.

qag?m#ﬁ%mmvmwﬁqﬁémw, COVID-19
Fr HET HROT HTeTeT Ty AT T T&IT 2020 7 1,60,618
JeaT 2021 H 4,13,580 &1 75|

* These deaths included 2,67,363 male, 1,46,215 female,
and two transgender fatalities.

T Aldt 3 2,67,363 GV, 1,46,215 Afgad, 3R &Y groeisT
el emfarer &

* In 2021, out of 10,224,506 deaths, as many as 23,95,128

were medically certified deaths, which was 5,83,440 more registered deaths than in 2020.

2021 # 10,224,506 #Hialt 7 & 23,95,128 Al Rifehcar ganfore i, Sir 2020 & #Hehrere 5,83,440
31T Tsilepel Al i
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* A total of 5,74,198 COVID-19 deaths were reported in 2020 and 2021.
2020 31 2021 # Fef 5,74,198 COVID-19 Hie RATE dr a1

* According to the COVID-19 dashboard by the Union Ministry of Health, as of May 5, the
total number of deaths induced by the pandemic stood at 5,33,665.

FET T FHATTT GIRT HATTrd COVID-19 32 & HT8R, 5 7€ e, FEIARY & HROT Fol
At hr T 5,33,665 AT

* Among the leading causes of death, diseases of the circulatory system, including
pulmonary ailments, constituted 29.8% of the total medically certified deaths.

Hcg & YA HRON A, FaI0T Jorrelt Y denfat, forast $w3 hr fafar anfare 8, et Rifsear
AT Hidl 1 29.8% feeam &f|

* COVID-19 was the second leading cause of death in 2021; it was the third leading cause
of death in 2020.

COVID-19 2021 H Hcg T gERT T@ HRT 2T, Ig 2020 H Hcg HT FIRT T@ HROT 27|

* Among the 32 States and Union Territories, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil
Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, West Bengal, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Punjab, Telangana, Jharkhand, and Delhi contributed significantly to
the increased number of deaths registered from 2020 to 2021.

32 Tt SR ww anfAd vt #, 3T W, eI, HeRrSg, AfAdarg, Hey yewr, FetesH, R,
Y 92T, A, IRTH Farrer, N3, Seliwere, RO, Yo", deienEr, sIREs, 3R et s 2020
¥ 2021 ok Yoitehel Hidl T HEAT H AgedqoT e 2|

» The number of registered births decreased by about 0.1%.

TSl lghd SITAT Sl HEAT ST 0.1% T 715 |
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Public health in India strained
by flawed policy, weak training

Master of Public Health curricula acrc

s the country are as fragmented a

 public health governance structure; despite training, g

raduates face

systemic invisibility: without a technically equipped public health workforce. India’s response to emerging challenges will remain reactive and weak

{GS Paper |I: Health Sector

C. Aravinda

orld Health Day 2025,

which fell on April 7,

carried the theme

‘Healthy Beginnings,
Hopeful Future’ a message of promise.
Yet for India, this future is tethered to a
present riddled with structural lapses in
public health preparedness. At the heart
of this fragmentation lies a
lesser-examined but critical fault line: the
state of public health and its education in
India, including the design and delivery of
the Master of Public Health (MPH)
programines.

A common misconception about public
health is that it is a sub-domain of
medicine, primarily involving doctors and
hospitals. But that is a narrow and
incomplete view. Public health is both an
art and a science. It combines the best of
medical sciences, engineering solutions,
and social science understanding. As a
science, it is grounded in medical
knowledge (like the germ theory of

Y
and social sciences (which explain how
poverty shapes health outcomes). It is the
art of persuasion, communication, and
creative problem-solving — the ability to
design campaigns, shift behaviours, and
build trust within communities. This
blend of disciplines makes public health a
field unto itself.

How public health works in India

In India, public health is often reduced to
a ‘State subject’ in policy circles, as
mentioned in the 7 schedule of the
Indian Constitution. This misses the
field’s complexity, scope, and
inter-sectoral nature. A deeper reading of
the Constitution shows that public health
responsibilities are scattered across the
State, Union, and Concurrent Lists. For
example, drug safety, pollution control,
family planning and food safety fall under
the Concurrent List, where both State and
Union governments can legislate.
Meanwhile, critical areas like quarantine,
international health regulations, and
Census and vital statistics belong to the
Union List. Even in States, public health is
often restricted to primary care and
health education.

This results in fragmented public
health governance between different
layers of government, without a coherent
chain of command or common vision.
This scattering is not accidental but a
Colonial inheritance. India maladapted
much of its health structure from the
British system — a unitary state — while
forming a federal nation.

Even within States, public health
responsibilities remain split. Public health
was never housed within a clear executive
arm. Within the executive branch, it was
further divided between the Ministry of
Health, Ministry of Water Resources,
Food Safety Departments, and local
bodies. Immunisation and disease control
are managed by the departments of
public health and preventive medicine,
while food safety falls under a separate
Commissionerate, and water and
sanitation are handled by public works
departments or municipal boards. There
is little synergy, and limited
accountability.

Public health in India was never
positioned as a cohesive national agenda.
This disjointedness has consequences.
‘When public health is handled in silos, it
becomes reactive. For example, we fight
tobacco-related cancers while subsi

Public health in India strained by flawed policy, weak training

In focus: In India, public health is often reduced to a ‘State subject’ in policy circles, as mentioned in the 7% schedule of the Indian Constitution. This misses

the field’s complexity, scope, and inter-sectoral nature. G.N. RAO

tobacco cultivation. The Indian Council of
Medical Research combats disease against
tobacco, yet the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research’s Central Tobacco
Research Institute enhances tobacco
vield. This contradiction in vision, where
one hand heals and the other harms,
reveals the urgent need for unified,
coherent public health governance — and
education.

Public health education

Master of Public Health (MPH) curricula
across India are as fragmented as the
public health governanc cture. Just
as public health responsibilities are
scattered across multiple M ries and
Constitutional lists, its educational
mandate is dispersed across institutions
without national coherence or
standardisation. The MPH is the
foundational training ground for future
epidemiologists. public health engineers,
food safety officers, behavioural
scientists, and health economists. Yet it
operates in silos, mirroring the very
dysfunctions that plague our health
system. The training required to serve
such a vision must be robustly
interdisciplinary. Unfortunately, India’s
MPH courses fall short of this ideal.

One of the first hurdles is the
inconsistent eligibility criteria for MPH
programmes.

Some universities restrict entry to
those from medical, dental, or allied
health backgrounds, while others accept
graduates from any discipline. The
intention of inclusivity in the latter is
welcome, but this diversity becomes a
challenge without a standard baseline
curriculum or foundational modules. The
courses vary widely — some are overly
theoretical, others heavily managerial,
but few provide hands-on experience or
technical depth. This lack of
standardisation leads to significant
disparities in student capabilities, even
among those holding the same degree.

Crucial domains of public health are

Public health is both an art and a
science. It combines the best of
medical sciences, engineering
solutions, and social science
understanding. This blend of
disciplines makes public health a
field unto itself

often completely omitted or superficially
addressed. Public health engineering,
which includes designing and maintaining
systems for water purification, waste
disposal, and drainage — the backbone of
disease prevention — receives minimal
attention. Similarly, nutrition is often
taught as a static concept, with little
integration of food processing, food
handling practices, or food technology, all
of which are essential to ensure food
safety and preventing
contamination-related diseases. India’s
regulatory framework for food safety may
be housed under the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India (FSSAD, but
the skills to interpret and implement its
policies are not systematically included in
MPH curricula.

The absence of training in behavioural
sciences is equally troubling.
Understanding human behaviour is key to
changing health practices, whether it is
encouraging vaccine uptake, reducing
tobacco consumption, or improving
sanitation habits. While some institutions
may offer modules on health
communication, few delve into the depths
of behavioural change theories,
psychology, or social marketing that are
necessary for large-scale public health
impact. Health technology assessment, an
emerging field that evaluates the
cost-effectiveness and impact of health
interventions, is taught in only a handful
of institutions, limiting our capacity to
make evidence-informed policy decisions
at scale.

The two-year MPH programme, in its
current form, is also under strain from

the breadth of what it tries to accomplish.
Expecting mastery across epidemiology,
health policy, behavioural science, health
economics, and operational research
within this time frame is unrealistic,
especially with thesis requirements and
field postings. This compressed format
often reduces complex subjects to
superficial overviews, doing injustice to
the students and to the field. A relook at
the programme duration, perhaps
introducing modular training with exit
and entry flexibility, may be essential.

Systemic invisibili
Despite completing training, MPH
graduates in India face systemic
invisibility. There is no structured public
health cadre across most States that
values the technical skillset of MPH
professionals as envisioned in National
Health Policy 2017. As a result, most find
employment in short-term projects.
NGOs, or data-entry roles in health
departments — positions that fail to utilise
their full potential.

Without a technically equipped public
health workforce, ou ponse to
emerging challenges — be it antimicrobial
resistance, climate-induced diseases, or
future pandemics — will remain reactive
and weak.

Public health, like national security,
cannot be an afterthought. It must be
proactively nurtured. India must begin by
fixing its public health education
ecosystem. We need a nationally
coordinated curriculum that sets
minimum standards while allowing for
regional adaptation. Our MPH
programmes must produce graduate
professionals who can engage with
epidemiological data, assess health
technologies, lead disease surveillance
units, and advise policymakers on
environmental and occupational risks.
(Dr. C. Aravinda is an academic and public
health physician. The views
expressed are personal.
aravind; ii; jrio h

il.com)
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R F WrdIfare Fareed, aryqet sifar 3k FAER widvaror & sgr
W

- Master of Public Health (MPH) curricula across India are fragmented,
reflecting the fragmented public health governance structure.

« IR # gfoas geg (MPH) Treas# Qsnfara §, S arderfas Fareey T
T Y @Rt Y g §
* Despite training, graduates face systemic invisibility.

« GTRABTOT & STAS[G, EoTcieh Hidenfae gRaaT T WIHAT I ¢ |

» Without a technically equipped public health workforce, India’s response to emerging
challenges will remain reactive and weak.

- AHARRT TT § FATSSIT ATao ol TARELT FRATE o 9T, TR & 38R Yot o3 wfafsear
gfafrarcams 3R FART Bl

» World Health Day 2025, on April 7, carried the theme 'Healthy Beginnings, Hopeful Future'.
» 7 3% T IS foreT Fareewr feaw 2025, A "Fawr Wer, 3memqot sifdsar fawy geqa fonar|

* Yet for India, this future is tied to a present riddled with structural lapses in public health
preparedness.

- TR oY 1R & FoIT, 78 a7fasy WrdTfare Fareed SRt & waares st & 5737 g3m &1

Critical Fault Line: Public Health Education and Governance

HEaYUT 31V 1W@T: Adstfere Fareey e i araer

» The state of public health and education in India, including Master of Public Health (MPH)
programmes, lies at the heart of this fragmentation.

- IR & e Ty 3R e, [G9e 9feds 8o (MPH) F%H i anfAer &, sg REsa &
ha HE

* A common misconception about public health is that it is a sub-domain of medicine, primarily
involving doctors and hospitals.

« AT FEELT & IR & Teh WA Hifd Ig & o I8 RIfehcar &1 th 3u-87 8, ST gea &0 @
Sierext 3R 3reqdrelt & Hefea g

* But public health is both an art and a science, combining medical sciences, engineering, and
social sciences.
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CRIGKEIRCIERIE

* Public health involves persuasion, communication, and creative problem-solving, the ability
to design campaigns, shift behaviors, and build trust.

« Idoifoieh TATEST H WOM, FaATE 31X ToTcHS GHEIT ATYT A &, 31fRamat  BarsaT
$el, TUAER T deolel 3R a2are SareT Fr &7a |

How Public Health Works in India
R H WIS TARLY HW HIH HIAT §

* In India, public health is often reduced to a 'State subject' in policy, missing its complexity,
scope, and inter-sectoral nature.

« YR H, AT foleh TATELY I 3FER A H ‘T v Fa7 fear Sar g, St 39k SAfeddn, a—R
3R 3a-a T W Y ASR3iETST Far B

* The Indian Constitution scatters public health responsibilities across the State, Union, and
Concurrent Lists.

« R BRI ATdsifaieh Tareey SFAeIal I Ted, T AR FAER g 1 siear &

* Critical areas like quarantine, international health regulations, and census belong to the
Union List, while others like family planning, food safety fall under the Concurrent List.

- Ageaqur &A1 A o FIRIe, reied Fareew fafaws, 3R Severoe ww w&= 7 31 §, sefe
3 S IRER [AsTe, Wied Y&t HATaR gt 37 317 8 |

» Even within States, public health responsibilities remain split among various departments like
Ministry of Health, Food Safety, Water Resources, and local bodies.

o TAT A7 oY, FraSIfae Ty [SFaeIRAr i faaren & fafad § 39 ey A9,
e Y&, STl Haered, 3R S A e |

* Public health in India has never been positioned as a cohesive national agenda.

« AR A W fare FareeT F3 o ol IS TalsT & &9 H w61 1@ 12|

Consequences of Fragmented Public Health Governance

RafRa aaafas ey e & aRom

* When public health is handled in silos, it becomes reactive. For example, tobacco-related
cancers are fought while tobacco cultivation is subsidized.

« ST GTdolfeieh TATELY Sl TAN-H eI eI & JHTT ST &, aF Ig UfafshdTcdA® S ST g
3ETeX0T & foIT, dare waftra F6X & 37 ST § STafs darg i @elt HF qowsT &1 e 5
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* The Indian Council of Medical Research combats diseases caused by tobacco, while the
Central Tobacco Research Institute enhances tobacco yield.

- (R RfSeaT srgaeTe IRwe e F g1 arel STeRET @ o3l &, STafeh FErr darg
T FEATT a1 3G TSIl |

* This contradiction in vision, where one hand heals and the other harms, shows the need for
unified public health governance and education.

» U GSChIUT A TAIITSTE, STET Ueh BTY Sellol il & HR GE JhdTe, Tholc Alaol e TIRLT
AT 31T R8T ¥ 3TaRTFar Y gl B

Public Health Education
STl Ty fRveTm

* Public Health Education Master of Public Health (MPH) curricula across India are fragmented,
similar to the fragmented public health governance structure.

* TR H ST T fRAET AR AT dfSeieh g2 (MPH) TTeash gohsl # 9 gV 8, 31 3 e
S ST TG AET T o [Asnfaa g1

* Just as public health responsibilities are scattered across multiple Ministries and Constitutional
lists, its educational mandate is dispersed across institutions without national coherence or
standardization.

* ST 1o TTEey SFAeTR AT faffest FATerat 3R Afaenfaes qly & 58 g5 &, 39 & gahr Afain
wmmﬁﬁmwmmmaﬁagﬁl

* The MPH is the foundational training ground for future epidemiologists, public health
engineers, food safety officers, behavioural scientists, and health economists.

« MPH s1fasg & sgrardY faelt, Siet Fareey siffran, @y e aftsn), sqaeis denfas
3R FaTEey Il & forw giergrer givetor & B |

* Yet, it operates in silos, mirroring the very dysfunctions that plague our health system.

« Y oY, I8 ISl & F FAT &, AT GAR TAELY YUTTell hT [AheTdr3it il geifdr g

* The training required to serve such a vision must be robustly interdisciplinary. Unfortunately,
India’s MPH courses fall short of this ideal.

* SH GSChHIUT T HaT ol o [T TR FIRALTUT hl AT & H HRFANIF Glell 13T
gHTaIar, R & MPH TSI S8 G & F7 95 8

* One of the first hurdles is the inconsistent eligibility criteria for MPH programmes.
* Ygell HET Hehe MPH SHRAshAT & foIU 3aTeT qrHdT ATIES B |
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» Some universities restrict entry to those from medical, dental, or allied health backgrounds,
while others accept graduates from any discipline.

- %o faeafacarer Rifsc, g R, ar dacy Taeeg geasf@ arel safFasi o gar 6
AT & 8, STafeh 31w fohall 8 fawar & Toretent &l TR it &

» The intention of inclusivity in the latter is welcome, but this diversity becomes a challenge
without a standard baseline curriculum or foundational modules.

- §1¢, dTel H FHTATAAT T 32T T AN g, ofehet T TAfaerdr fo=r Atelen MRS qraTshe
AT AU AT & Teh ToAlell T Al B

Lack of Standardization

HATADIHIOT Y FHAT

» The courses vary widely — some are overly theoretical, others heavily managerial, but few
provide hands-on experience or technical depth.

« ITSAHA SAIH 7 F et g1 § — Fo 3rcafe Aguifas gid &, o Al waudh, dfed Fo
&1 SATAETR IHPTT AT AHwAlehT TETS Felel el 8

* This lack of standardization leads to significant disparities in student capabilities, even among
those holding the same degree.

* 3 HATTRIHOT T HAT & BTAT Y &TAIT H HgcaYUT HHATAATT 3ceoT gl 8, el & 3eTeh I1H
AT 330 g

Crucial Domains Missing

HEcaqor 813t Y srequiefa
+ Crucial domains of public health are often completely omitted or superficially addressed.

« STeT ALY & FAgedqUT 417 e T g § a1e fhU o € a1 Fadr dit )R Fafaa gia &1

* Public health engineering, which includes designing and maintaining systems for water
purification, waste disposal, and drainage, receives minimal attention.

« ST FARELT ST, Torest Srer Qg faravor, Ferr favers, 3 faeredY sonferat s fSamse ik
@G QMA ¢, T wgoTdH EA1eT fGar Siar g

« Similarly, nutrition is often taught as a static concept, with little integration of food
processing, food handling practices, or food technology, all of which are essential for food
safety and disease prevention.

« ST XE, INOT IR T FEUR IGUROT & §9 H I AT &, T WIed THERIT, @ed
gsfeler v, o @ HieA e 1 Sgc et TATIN Q1T &, S Wied FRaf 3R Ay A Qe
& forw 3mmaRa § |
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Behavioural Science and Health Technology

IR faare 3 Fareey wigaifarhr

» The absence of training in behavioural sciences is equally troubling.

- g Rt 3 wfaTor A 3equfeafa o 3t & R ¢

» Understanding human behaviour is key to changing health practices, whether it is
encouraging vaccine uptake, reducing tobacco consumption, or improving sanitation
habits.

» ATAG STAGR ! HHASAT FATELY FATHT H dGolTd oot & [l Agea ol g, 1e a8 T erararet,
qaTE Waer A FHA oI, T FIeodT el H UR HLAT 8|
* While some institutions may offer modules on health communication, few delve into the

depths of behavioural change theories, psychology, or social marketing necessary for
large-scale public health impact.

- STefh o FEUV FARLT HIR TR A5G Tl X Tehell &, TS 81 edagR IR f{gural,
AATAATT, IT ATATISIF AU H Y BT HLal & o1l 93 YA W ST TARELY Y19 & ToIw
3T &

* Health technology assessment, an emerging field that evaluates the cost-effectiveness
and impact of health interventions, is taught in only a handful of institutions.

* FATFLH YIENART FAThet, Teh IIAT 31T &1 SiY TATELH §EAETHT chT ST -THTIIAT 3T Tarr
T FHoAehe] Il 8, hdol o TEA3T H @R S 8|

Strain from Programme Duration

FIAHH &Y 39t A 19

* The two-year MPH programme, in its current form, is under strain from the breadth of what it
tries to accomplish.

* IIATST ®G H &1 Aol T MPH HIAHA, ST S8 G el Sl SATIHdT U &ard H g

* Expecting mastery across epidemiology, health policy, behavioural science, health
economics, and operational research within this time frame is unrealistic.

« 3 gAY AT F R AFTHRY A=meT, Tareey AfY, sager e, Tareey srdene, ik
HATATCHE HTHET H GaTAT hl AT el HATEA T g |

» This compressed format often reduces complex subjects to superficial overviews, doing
injustice to students and the field.

» g HEHIAT YT IR SAfeer Fawl s Tagy Jrdeiiehet A afed T &ar 8, forad ol i & &
T 37T BT g
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* A relook at the programme duration, perhaps introducing modular training with exit and entry
flexibility, may be essential.

* A T It 9T Go: TIER YT, ATTe ATGYer TRARTOT U e, Toremat fvaredt 3R warer
TfIATae 81, 32T &1 Hehel ¢ |

Systemic Invisibility

wfdenfas srgeaar

» Despite completing training, MPH graduates in India face systemic invisibility.

« FTRAETUT HATCH el o Ao]G, XA H MPH FATciehi st HiAenfora 3rgRadr 1 A1eeA el Isa
gl

* There is no structured public health cadre across most states that values the technical
skillset of MPH professionals as envisioned in National Health Policy 2017.

« 31T Tt 7 FIS T STeT TIELT Avf 8T § S TS Fareeq Afy 2017 & Ffead MPH
QAR & TehellanT 1A Y Hgcd Sl 8

* As a result, most find employment in short-term projects, NGOs, or data-entry roles in
health departments.

» TROTHAETEY, TR &l Feqatfas TRATST3H, NGOs, AT Ty fqermei # SeT-uér syfAaait
H VSR fAAT B

Need for Proactive Nurturing of Public Health
STeT ¥ATELT & FiHT 90T Y ImaeTFHar

 Without a technically equipped public health workforce, our response to emerging challenges
— such as antimicrobial resistance, climate-induced diseases, or future pandemics — will
remain reactive and weak.

« TG Thafiehl §9 & HETH STeT TS FI &, FANT I Yol — S Thfage
wfarYer, Srerarg-aRe e, a1 srfasa i FgEeniar — & g gard yfafsar sfafwanie ik FAsR
ol gt |

* Public health, like national security, cannot be an afterthought. It must be proactively
nurtured.

« o1 EATELY, SN TSERT F&T, Ueh HTFEIATE 81 g1 HehelT| 30 Aok &7 & N Foram Sirer
Uyl

* India must begin by fixing its public health education ecosystem.

* 3R T 39N ST Fareey R aIRTRFUTAhY T I S FTel A YT FLeAr ARV

* We need a nationally coordinated curriculum that sets minimum standards while allowing for
regional adaptation.
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&I 37efepetet T JeTATC S|

* Our MPH programmes must produce graduate professionals who can engage with
epidemiological data, assess health technologies, lead disease surveillance units, and
advise policymakers on environmental and occupational risks.

* 8AR MPH FIRHHAT T TofTcieh ARAGRT T IcUIee el TNET St AGEHARY 3T | 3 Heh, TR
sttt s Feaisrst T dah, et et sFEat &1 Adqed A w6, 3R A fAaTanst #
TaaRoiy 3 saraae SR X worg & w4

GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)

1.

India Hits Back After Intercepting Pak. Strikes
HR oF IIfREATAT gHeT Y Uhat & d1¢ fHAT IAcaR

. Nipah resurfaces in Kerala’s Malappuram

I & AAoRH H fAurg arre fve @ 3o

. Three Greyhounds Personnel Dead in Telangana IED

Blast

dereTTT ® 3MEEE REwie A i de3sw A AEig

. Small Snail Infestation a Growing Threat to Cardamom

Farmers in Idukki District

g3FHh foret 7 gerrard! fFam=t & faw 81 atel #1 Jgar @a

. Centre unveils draft ‘climate taxonomy’ document to aid

clean energy investment

TITS Foll [ael F) go1aT & F fow &g F 'Srerary Feffaor
(climate taxonomy) &T H&leT g¥ader STRT 4T

. Europe reviews Valneva’s chikungunya vaccine

T F rerfarar & FRraeraqfarar e it gt 4w $ir

. Ban on Raw Egg Mayonnaise in Tamil Nadu

dffrereg & Foa 33 @ 7ol AWAT W ufaay
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8. Caution and optimism: On India’s FTA with the United

Kingdom
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India hits back after intercepting Pak. strikes

India shoots down a ‘substantial’ number of
munitions fired at civilian, military locations

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

scalating tensions,
El’uki.s(an launched
drone and missile

attacks at various locations
along the western borders
with India late on Thurs
day evening, but the Indian
armed forces swiftly i
cepted them, official sourc-
es said.

This came after thc In-

thwarted
tempts to strike civ
and military locations in
northern and western In-
dia with a “substantial”
number of missiles and loi-
tering munitions in the ear-
ly hours of Thursday.

India had hit multiple
terror infrastructure facili-
ties in Pakistan and Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir un-
der Operation Sindoor
early on Wednesday.

India is said to have
launched retaliatory
strikes late in the evening,
but offi confirmation
and details are awaited.
Blackouts were enforced in
several districts in Punjab,
nd Rajasthan as a
preventive measure.

“Military  stations of
Jammu, Pathankot, and
Udhampur in proximity to
the International Boun-
dary, in Jammu & Kashmir
targeted by Pakistan using
missiles and drones,” the
headquarters of the Inte-
grated Defence Staff of the
military said in a post on X.
“No losses. Threat neutral-
ised by Indian armed forc-
es as per Standard Operat-
ing Procedures (SoP) with
kinetic and non-kinetic
means

Indian response

In the evening, the Indian
air defence systems also in-
tercepted and destroyed
eight missiles fired by Pa
an towards Satwari,
Samba, R.S. Pura, and Ar-
in Jammu. Drones were

n
also being engaged over

Jammu and Pathankot,
sources said.
As a response to Pakis-

tan’s strikes in the early
hours of Thursday, the In-
dian armed forces hit back
a few hours later with loi-
tering munitions targeting
Pakistani  air  defence
locations.

The Defence Ministry
said the “Indian response
has been in the same do-
main with same intensity
as Pakistan”.

“It has been reliably
learnt that an air defence
system at Lahore has been
neutralised,” the Ministry
said in a statement. “In-
dian armed forces reiterate
their commitment to non-
escalation, provided it is
respected by the Pakistani
military,” it added.

Speaking at an event,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said India had always
played the role of a respon-
sible nation, but cautioned
that if anyone tried to take
advantage of its restraint,
they would face “quality
action”. “No limit will be-
come an obstacle in pro-
tecting India’s sovereignty,
fully prepared for responsi-
ble responses in the fu-

Military stations in Jammu, Pathankot, Udhampur
targeted late in the evening, but no losses suffered

Uncertain times: People at the Golden Temple in Amritsar, Punjab, during a blackout on Thursday. pTi

ture,” he said. The systems
from the Indian air defence
network that came into ac-
tion on Thursday morning

included the $-400 Triumf

very long-range air defence
systems from Russia and
the indigenous Akash sur-
face-to-air missile (SAM)
system, among others, it
has been learnt. Sources in
the know said military tar-
gets in Karachi, Lahore,
and Rawalpindi  were
among those hit.

The Defence Ministry
reiterated that India’s res-
ponse under Operation
Sindoor was “focused‘
measured and non

nd also that Pakista-
ni military establishments
had not been targeted.

“It was also reiterated
that any attack on military
targets in India will invite a
suitable response,” the Mi-
nistry said.

‘Debris recovered’

Giving details of the deve-
lopments of Thursday
morning, the Ministry said
Pakistan tried to engage a
number of military targets

in northern and western
India — Awantipura, Srina-
gar, Jammu, Pathankot,
Amritsar, Kapurthala, Ja-
landhar, Ludhiana, Adam-
pur, Bhatinda, Chandi-
garh, Nal, Phalodi, Uttarlai,
and Bhuj — using drones
and missiles. “These were
neutralised by the Integrat-
ed Counter Unmanned Ae-
rial System (UAS) Grid and
Air Defence systems. The
debris of these attacks is
now being recovered from
a number of locations that
prove  the  Pakistani
attacks.”

On the Indian response,
the Ministry said the In-
dian armed forces targeted
air defence radars and sys-
tems at a number of loca-
tions in Pakistan.

The Pakistan military
spokesperson also said at a
press conference that India
had fired several Herops
on their military targets in
various locations.

On the situation along
the Line of Control (LoC),
the Ministry said Pakistan
had increased the intensity
of unprovoked firing

across the LoC using mor-
tars and heavy calibre artil-
lery in areas in Kupwara,
Baramulla, Uri, Poonch,
Mendhar and Rajouri sec-

tors in and
Kashmir.

Sixteen people, includ-
ing three women and five
children, were killed in the
Pakistani firing, the Minis-
try said.

Jammu

CRPF companies

A government official said
over 100 companies of the
Central Reserve Police
Force — over 10,000 per-
sonnel — were being sent to
the Jammu region in the
wake of Operation Sin-
door. The personnel have
been drawn from training
and reserve battalions and
will be posted in Jammu re-
gion primarily, the official
said. “While some compa-
nies are on their way, oth-
ers will reach in a day or
two,” the official added.

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES2 &5
EDITORIAL

» PAGE 8

India’s response in ‘same domain’, air defence
system in Lahore neutralised: Defence Ministry

At least 100 killed in
operation, Rajnath
tells all-party meet

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Atleast 100 people, includ-
ing several hardcore terro-
rists, were killed in the
nine cross-border strikes
made by Indian armed
forces on Wednesday
morning, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh told an all-
party meeting that he
chaired on Thursday. All
political parties unani-
mously lauded Operation
Sindoor and reiterated
their support for the go-
vernment amid the height-
ened tension between In-
dia and Pakistan.

According to multiple
leaders who attended the
meeting, Mr. Singh told
them that the “intent and
objectives” of the govern-
ment have been achieved.
He also said that the go-
vernment has “no interest
in escalating the situation”,
but if Pakistan takes any
hasty step, then India will
strongly respond. Mr.
Singh also informed the
leaders that government-
run defence manufactur-
ing firms have been told to
speed up production.

Congress president and
Leader of the Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha Malli-
karjun Kharge expressed
his disappointment at the
absence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the
meeting.

“He (Mr. Modi) was not
present in the last meeting.
Maybe he believes he is
above the Parliament. We
will ask this question at the
right time, right now we
don’t want to criticise
anyone,” Mr. Kharge said.

Addressing  pressper-
sons after the meeting, Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju said that Mr.
Singh had told the gather-

India Hits Back After Intercepting Pak. Strikes
HR of IIfREATAT gHell Y Uhal & d1¢ fFAT TdAcar

- Pakistan launched drone and missile attacks at various locations
along the western borders with India late on Thursday evening,
escalating tensions between the two countries.

Rajnath Singh

ing that the government
could not share the techni-
cal details of Operation
Sindoor as it was an ongo-
ing operation. “The discus-
sions were conducted in a
constructive and serious
manner given the gravity
of the issue at hand.” Mr.
Rijiju said. According to
him, Mr. Singh had said,
“We do not do politics just
for forming governments
but for building the
nation.”

Planes downed?
Several Opposition leaders
— including Mr. Kharge, Al-
MIM’s Asaduddin Owaisi,
RJD’s Prem Chand Gupta,
CPI(M)’s John Brittas, Shiv
Sena (UBT) Sanjay Raut,
NCP (Sharad Pawar)’s Su-
priya Sule, and the AAP’s
Sanjay Singh — urged the
government to respond to
the news reports pu-
blished in many interna-
tional publications about
Indian aircraft being shot
during the operation.
Congress MP  Rahul
Gandhi, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha, echoed Mr. Kharge’s
view on the absence of the
Prime Minister at the meet-
ing. It is learnt that he told
the meeting that the PM’s
absence sent a “negative
message”. Mr. Gandhi ad-
ded that the government
should have briefed the
leaders.
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31 3 AaTse goa v, G S g2t F i a9 T =)

* The Indian armed forces swiftly intercepted the attacks, according to official sources.

+ JTfAFTRE AT o 3TAR, HRAT T Fall & o1 el T Xl ek e

« Earlier on Thursday morning, India had already thwarted Pakistan’s attempt to strike civilian
and military locations in northern and western India using a substantial number of
missiles and loitering munitions.

+ TFAR g, R o 3 3R TR= sma 7 i stk S st o) gl & wifereare
hITYLT hT Y T3t HE&AT 7 fArasal i gReRer Mar-arve & SR fawer w feam ar|

* India had launched Operation Sindoor early on Wednesday, targeting terror infrastructure
in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).

» TR & AR Gag AravereT gy & dgd wfreare iR ars-iftga R (PoK) # mahr erat
T g RT3

* India is believed to have launched retaliatory strikes late on Thursday evening, though
official confirmation is still awaited.

« UHT AT ST 767 & fob 1Rl o J[aR & ATH Sarell gH foh, grefifeh AR qive 3rsi arehr 8|

» As a precaution, blackouts were enforced in several districts of Punjab, Gujarat, and
Rajasthan.

- TgfaTae, IS, IR, 3R TSTEUT & &g Toiell 7 selehaimse a9 fohar o]

Pakistan Targets Military Stations

qIfFEdTe o AT [SFET ' T1=T AT

* Military stations in Jammu, Pathankot, and Udhampur, close to the International
Boundary in Jammu & Kashmir, were targeted by Pakistan using missiles and drones, the
Integrated Defence Staff stated.

» ThIHdl T&TT TP & ITTAR, SIFH, TSTAHIE, 3R FUAT & HAET AT & Fordren U A7
o1l o AETEet 3R 81 & ATETH § IIfehEdeT o fARITeT S|

» There were no losses, and the threat was neutralised by the Indian armed forces following
Standard Operating Procedures (SoP) using kinetic and non-kinetic means.

- 5 1% a1far 7T g, 3R SRCAT AT Tl A AT FrereT AT (SoP) & gt rferer 3R K-
TS IUTAY T 3TIRT R @R F fATSHFT 7 f&am|
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Indian Response to the Strikes

AR wfafshar

* In the evening, Indian air defence systems intercepted and destroyed eight missiles fired by
Pakistan targeting Satwari, Samba, R.S. Pura, and Arnia in Jammu.

* STH & FHY, HRC AT T JOTT o FTfehEcile] SaRT S & Haay, |ieT, 3R.TH. R, 3R
ferar 1 317 el 715 3ms fATTEY Ff v A5 T T

» Drones were also engaged and intercepted over Jammu and Pathankot, according to
sources.

« IET & TR, SIFH 3R ISIASIE & T 33 I¢ et T Y fATAT SeATehT JehT aT|

* In response to Pakistan’s strikes in the early hours of Thursday, the Indian armed forces
launched counterattacks using loitering munitions, targeting Pakistani air defence
locations.

» AFAR FAE TTThEcllel o GHe & STdTel H, HRAT T Fall o FfeRar aler-aree 1 39dier aid
@Wﬂtﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%wwmmml

Indian Response to Pakistan Attacks under Operation Sindoor

FTereT fAY & aga NiFEarT & gaa) 9 AR S gfafwar

* The Defence Ministry stated that the Indian response was in the same domain and
intensity as that of Pakistan.

o T&TT HATAT o gl Toh AR hr TFATRAT T1frEare o AT 87 31X FAT dgar & oY

* It was reliably learnt that an air defence system in Lahore had been neutralised.

- I TaRaHeNT & & YT el foh AER & v arg T&T Jorrel &1 fafsnar &ve fear s |

* The Ministry reaffirmed that the Indian Armed Forces were committed to non-escalation,
provided this was also respected by Pakistan’s military.

« FATSI ¥ GIEXTAT foh HRATT HAUFA I AT AT TGTA o [olT Ufaacy §, F2rct IIfehedrer d=r off
SHHT UTolel Y|

Statements by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
&7 7Y Ty R 1 97T

* Rajnath Singh stated that India has always acted as a responsible nation, but warned that
any exploitation of its restraint would lead to “quality action.”

« TSTATY T8 o &gl o HRa o gA2N Ueh foIeAqR Irsg & iffeT e 8, oifhet Aarastt & i
3R IS SHAT FAFMSAAT T GEURNT FH, At 3 “I[UTaeTqol HIETE” T TTHAT edl TS|
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* He emphasized that no limit would hinder the defence of India’s sovereignty and the country
is fully prepared for responsible responses in the future.

» 3ogiel ST oY ohgT Toh STt oY WHSTAT ohT T&TT 31 g TNAT ATerT 7t aavahY 3R o svfarsay oy
frester wfafiamst & fow off avg dar gl

Air Defence Systems in Action

| arg T&TT JoTTel!

» The systems that were activated included the Russian S-400 Triumf very long-range air
defence system and the indigenous Akash SAM system, among others.

 TfSha Y IS JUTTerdT 7 T S-400 EHAFH TgeT oiel G T g T&TT JoTTelt X Faeeh meprer
e ¥ 9T A AR HIa1 qrell YOITell (SAM) enfFer o)

* Sources revealed that military targets in Karachi, Lahore, and Rawalpindi were among
those that were hit.

» IET o ITAR, FEN, AR R TaafiE & o7 et 1 e s=mar |

Operation Sindoor: Nature of India’s Response

e fAqy: sa $r wfafsar w1 wawy

» The Defence Ministry stated that India’s action under Operation Sindoor was “focused,
measured and non-escalatory.”

« T FATEIT o gl o JHTavereT fiqT & dgd 9 i wars “Hfea, Ard 18 31k qoira 78t qget
arell” AT

* It reiterated that Pakistani military establishments were not targeted.

« HIATT o ST foh qifhEdTelt o7 STt oY =T s1gY s« arm|

* It also stated that any attack on Indian military targets would invite a suitable response.

« HATT o T o gl for Rl A= oot ) fFd oft goer o1 3T stae fe=r sirwam)

Pakistan’s Attack Attempts on Indian Targets

qQIfhEdTe & HRAT fSHE W gHe & 91

» The Ministry reported that on Thursday morning, Pakistan attempted to engage multiple
military targets in northern and western India.

» HATIT & FAAT o TR Gaig, et of 3adt 3 afvesf s 7 & A fowmait a1 fovermar
SoATeT T HITA FT |
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* The targets included Awantipura, Srinagar, Jammu, Pathankot, Amritsar, Kapurthala,
Jalandhar, Ludhiana, Adampur, Bhatinda, Chandigarh, Nal, Phalodi, Uttarlai, and Bhuj.

HisT, TENTg, oTeT, Halal, SRS 3R o7ST A U

 Pakistan used drones and missiles, which were neutralised by the Integrated Counter-
UAS Grid and Air Defence systems.

- iferEaTet o 3t 3R FrwTEal 1 sEaATe R, oieg wehga 3o et gorrel 3 arg zaw
yonferat carT fafswr s feam aram|

* Debris from these attacks is being recovered, confirming the Pakistani offensive.

* Sof §Hell T HTaT SNIHS T ST TET §, ST ATfehEclrell gl T gfee AT & |

Details on Indian Retaliatory Strikes

AT gfareh gaat &1 fQaor

» The Indian Armed Forces targeted air defence radars and systems at multiple locations
inside Pakistan.

« TR WA Fll o ifraer & 3N S TUTAT I a1y T&TT TBR 3R qonferat a1 e s

+ A Pakistani military spokesperson confirmed that several Herop drones were fired by
India at their military targets.

« Ueh qTiFarell e JaaFdT o1 S &1 foh 3R GaRT 3o1eh Ao Seprail T F§ 309 3T &Y 70|

Situation Along the Line of Control (LoC)
foarr=ror 3@T (LoC) WX Rufa

» The Ministry reported increased unprovoked firing by Pakistan along the LoC in Kupwara,
Baramulla, Uri, Poonch, Mendhar, and Rajouri sectors.

« HATCIT o T Toh Foarst, SR, 38, g8, Hew 3R Ty &t & wrferearer ar fasg=or dar
R =1 3FES it Meliarly Aot T T 18 &

+ 16 people, including 3 women and 5 children, were killed in Pakistani firing.

+ 16 @, i1 3 AR 31X 5 a= enfAer &, wrfredre aelarl & AR e

Deployment of CRPF Forces
CRPF aal &¥ delrelt

+ A government official stated that over 100 companies (more than 10,000 personnel) of the
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) were being sent to the Jammu region.
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« Tk TR 31U o et o S R gfers @ (CRPF) Y 100 & 3rftrss Fafaat (3rifa
10,000 & &% STameAT) T T 8T F T S T &

» These personnel have been drawn from training and reserve battalions and will be posted
in Jammu primarily.

« 5o1 STaTell ! wfRrator i Rerd aerfergt & forar arar § 31K 3¢ Few w7 & Fo9 81 7 Qe
feram e |

» Some companies are already on their way, while others will reach in a day or two, according
to the official.

.aﬁlﬂ%w,@wmﬁmagﬁﬁmﬁ;mwmaﬁﬁﬁqgﬂaﬁm

S-400 Triumf: India’'s Long-Range Air Defence Shield
S-400 IFF: HRA T e gt S a7 &I gorrelr

Origin and Acquisition
3cqfar 3R arfAergor

* The S-400 Triumf is a long-range surface-to-air missile system developed by Russia’s Almaz-Antey.
* S-400 AAFF TH T gt Y Fag & §aT H AR I qrelt AR gone & 50 & A
HAATA-TAT 91T arT fawfaa forar aram gl

* In India, it is designated as Sudarshan Chakra.

- R # U AT TF & ®T A AAA fohar T g

« India signed a US$5.43 billion deal in October 2018 to procure five squadrons of the S-400 system.
« R o HFaT 2018 F 5.43 3T AR st a1 Hier foar ar arfes i FFamgs yred o o

T |

* The Indian Air Force (1AF) inducted the S-400 system in 2021.
« AT g FeT (IAF) & 2021 H S-400 JOTrell 1 enfdAer foha|

* As of February 2025, three squadrons have been delivered and deployed; the remaining two are
expected by 2026.
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« BIET 2025 T il FFaTgel AR 3R Aot fohu ST geh 8 AWaT FFargel o 2026 o 371 T
3FAIE 2

Key Features

woE fdvand

* The system has a range of up to 400 km.

- IE JOTel 400 fFeiefie aF A gft aF AR FX FFhell B

« It covers an altitude of up to 30 km.

« IE YOTTell 30 fFeNHIey F91$ I & FalsT Ul Hlar &

* The missiles can travel at speeds up to Mach 14.

- s dw 14 9% Y AfA Y 33 THA T

* The system can simultaneously track and engage up to 36 targets.

- T YUl Ush TTY 36 T8l ol & 3 AR Thall 2

Strategic Significance
TorAfa® Agea

* The S-400 offers multi-layered defence, capable of countering aircraft, cruise missiles, ballistic
missiles, and UAVs.

+ S-400 Uh FE-FOT T4 YoTTeh &, S R, gt s, dfafes Muma sk gt w @S
A H TeTH gl

s It is fully integrated into India’s Integrated Air Command and Control System (IACCS).
-0 0RA & ThiHa ag FAW I A=0r yomel (IACCS) Al @ whiga fhar I g

« In May 2025, during heightened tensions with Pakistan, the S-400 system intercepted and neutralized
multiple aerial threats targeting Indian cities.

« AE 2025 H UIfFEAT & T §¢ doIld & GRIeT, S-400 YUTell & HIRAT Mg W daffid F$ gars
TR 1 N AR R
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Akash: India's Indigenous Medium-Range SAM System
ITFI: AR Tl #Aegw gt Y ¥ag @ a1 A AR FA qrelt

fAarse gomeh

* Developed by: Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)

- Rl fham T 3&T 3egHYT Td fashE HatesT (DRDO) gaRT

» Manufactured by: Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) and Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL)

- fA=ATor A 9 9RT sAfREE fAfAes (BDL) 3k siRa soeci=ed faffAics (BEL) garr
* Induction into Service: 2007

« QT H nfAe fRaT =T 2007 A

Variants of Akash
3reprer FY RAfETanT
» Akash Mk-1, Akash Mk-11, and Akash-NG

o 3T MK-1, 3TRTA MK-11, 31T 3THRTA-NG

Key Features

v fAdyand

* Range:
0 Akash Mk-1: Up to 30 km

0 AT MK-1: 31T&eha# 30 fF#T a=
0 Akash MKk-I1: Up to 45 km

0 3THTA MK-I1: 37Thd# 45 frdlY a=
0 Akash-NG: Up to 70 km

0 THIA-NG: 3T HaH 70 fret a=

* Speed: Supersonic speeds of Mach 2.5 to 3.5
- 1 AF 25% 357k hI ORAITh Il

 Target Engagement: Can engage multiple targets simultaneously; a single firing unit can engage up to
four aerial targets

- FET AT Toh AT F$ dedl F A H H&TH, Ueh BrIReT Jolc IR §aT d&41 ol e Hevall
3

U
N
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» Radar System: Equipped with Rajendra 3D passive electronically scanned array radar, capable of
tracking up to 64 targets within a range of 60 km

- TR gorrel: Wi 3D AT saacioawmed! Tha & 1§ W WRA Fatoord, 5t 60 frefy Hr drar
He4 eI A ¢ I Tl &

Strategic Significance

T HAged

« Indigenous Development: Part of India's Integrated Guided Missile Development Programme
(IGMDP), aiming to reduce dependence on foreign technology

- Faeelt e 9Ra & vhiga &R Pame @ Frd%a (IGMDP) &1 fgwar, foraer
36520 TRl asheiih 9N AT & e &

* Deployment: Deployed along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in regions like Punjab, Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh

- deTelt: arEafas @AEEOr 3@ (LAC) & A1Y-9TY 9elm, SI#A-#2AR 3R degra o &t 7 dera

» Export Potential: India is actively promoting the Akash system for export, with countries like Brazil
showing interest

- foraTa &Y FHTEET: ST 3THIer Yorel &t fafa & T afed &9 @ omar & @ &, 3 e
S T sEA I R w E

Comparative Analysis: S-400 Triumf vs. Akash SAM

Feature S-400 Triumf Akash SAM
Origin Russia India
Range Up to 400 km Up to 70 km (Akash-NG)
Altitude Coverage  Up to 30 km Up to 18 km
Speed Up to Mach 14 Mach 2.5 t0 3.5
Target Engagement  Up to 36 targets simultaneously Up to 4 targets simultaneously
Deployment Strategic locations across India Along LAC and other sensitive regions
Integration Integrated with IACCS Integrated with IACCS
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Operational Use Intercepted threats in May 2025 Deployed for area defence
Cost Approx. US$5.43 billion for 5 units ~ More cost-effective
Indigenous Content Imported system Fully indigenous

At least 100 killed in operation, Rajnath tells all-party meet

ITAT H FH F FH 100 AR 3T, TAATT of GAGel 1T d3F &Y
LRI

- At least 100 people, including several hardcore terrorists, were killed
in the nine cross-border strikes carried out by the Indian armed forces
on Wednesday morning, according to Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh.

* JUAR Yo§ HRAT FAFA Tell a1 1 715 1 NATIR goel & F7 & FA
100 @1, [T % Feed ATdHamE AT &, AR T, Ig SRR & 7
sty fag &

» Mr. Singh shared this information during an all-party meeting that he chaired on Thursday.

« Y T8E & Ig SRR AR 1 3egiol 1ol HAGEATT A5 hl ITCETAT Y, 38 AIST |

« All political parties unanimously lauded Operation Sindoor and extended their support to
the government amid the India-Pakistan tension.

» G TSt Tcreh el o JHTaereT gy T gawwafa & e 1 AR TRa-TfFedreT aara &
TIHR T THYT fem|

* Multiple leaders said Mr. Singh told them that the intent and objectives of the government
had been achieved.

* &S T3t o g fok A fiE & wer ok TR & 30 3R 3ageat & wrea & form aram &

* He emphasized that the government has no interest in escalating the situation but warned
that any hasty step by Pakistan would draw a strong response.

« 351 I8 o 7T o TR i U 7Y T & F1$ 2 781 &, Afha 3R wifreaeT #1€
STegdTsll aTdT FEH 31T &, Al AR T I H FHIT a1 &a1 S|
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» Defence manufacturing firms under the government have been asked to speed up
production.

« AR & 37efieT &I AT Fufaal Y IeureeT ast FI 1 [Ader e = g1

Opposition Reaction and PM’s Absence

faraat it wfafrar 3 s $i sepafeufa

» Congress president and Leader of Opposition in the Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
expressed disappointment over Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s absence at the meeting.

- FIAW IeeT 3R ToFwe H Ruat & Aar Afeawroier T o guwrN g A A sepafeafy
R faRren Sas|

* Mr. Kharge noted that the PM was also absent at the last meeting, and added, “Maybe he
believes he is above Parliament. We will raise this at the right time.”

« A G A gl T TereTA=T Aol doF & oft aegaffya &, 3R Sist % “eamae 30¢ erar g o ag
e & 3N ¢ 57 59 3fa waT W e

Government Briefing and Confidentiality

IHRY shiftser 3ttt mMasfiar

 Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju stated that the government could not share
technical details of Operation Sindoor as it was an ongoing operation.

- FEERT e FAT e RIS ¥ gt o Teh SiTaerer Ry & areitehy faaor qmem 7dt 1
TFcll, 1T TG Teh Mo HTIRLAT & |

* Mr. Rijiju added that the meeting was conducted in a constructive and serious manner,
considering the gravity of the issue.

- & RIS o1 T oF oo a1 3R TaatTent s &or & 3o &1 375, Fif I8 v amsfiear &
ST |

» Mr. Singh was quoted saying, “We do not do politics just for forming governments, but for
building the nation.”

« & g & FgT, ‘g A% AXHR T & AT TSTAITT AGT I, Sl IS AATT & v i §17

Planes Downed? Concerns Raised

AT FY PRIT ST Y 3TAFRT? 38 FaToT

« Several Opposition leaders such as Asaduddin Owaisi (AIMIM), Prem Chand Gupta (RJD),
John Brittas (CPI-M), Sanjay Raut (Shiv Sena UBT), Supriya Sule (NCP-Sharad Pawar),
and Sanjay Singh (AAP) urged the government to respond to international reports that
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Indian aircraft were shot down during the operation.

« &% fauefl T3t S R Iragedie S (AIMIM), W97 =€ I[eaT (RID), Sl forerd (CPI-M),
o U (Rrad«m UBT), Ram ga (NCP-2RE 9aR), 3R dora fig (AAP) & SR & 30
forarm foh g sravarsei Raret W afafdar &, forae ser 7137 § o6 3iTavere & g st fasner
forRTe arT|

» Congress MP Rahul Gandhi, Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, supported Mr. Kharge’s
concern about the PM’s absence and said it sent a negative message.

.mmu@m,anmﬁmmmg,ﬁﬁ@@ﬁﬁwwﬁammw
o g 1 3gufeufa & AFRIcHS Faer e

* Mr. Gandhi emphasized that the government should have briefed the leaders.

« 3 Ielt F SR T o TR Y a3l &l ATTRRY S+t Tnfgw 4|
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Nipah resurfaces in
Kerala’s Malappuram

|GS Paper IlI: S&T

The Hindu Bureau
MALAPPURAM

Nipah has resurfaced in
Malappuram district of
Kerala with a 42-year-old
woman testing positive for
the virus. She is undergo-
mg treatment at a hospital
in Perinthalmanna,
prompting health officials
to take preventive action
and raise alert levels.

The woman was admit-
ted to the hospital a week
ago with Nipah-related
symptoms, including fever
and convulsions. Health
Minister Veena George said
here on Thursday that
emergency surveillance
measures were being im-
posed to prevent the
spread of the virus.

The source of the wo-
man’s infection remains
unclear. Health officials
started investigating possi-

ble links to consuming lo-
cal fruit as she has limited
outdoor exposure.

Health officials are trac-
ing the woman’s contacts
from the past week to pre-
vent potential spread. In-
itial relief came as seven
high-risk individuals close-
ly connected to her tested
negative for Nipah on
Thursday.

The district administra-
tion has advised people to
wear masks in public to
prevent the spread of the
virus. Restrictions have
been imposed within a
three-km radius of the wo-
man’s residence in Valan-
chery municipality.

District Medical Officer
R. Renuka said people
should avoid eating fruits
partly eaten by birds and
bats. Fruit-eating bats have
been found to be the main
carrier of Nipah virus.

Nipah resurfaces in
Kerala’s Malappuram

el & AAORH H furg
IR T @ 39T

« A 42-year-old woman has
tested positive for the
Nipah virus in Malappuram
district of Kerala.

o 3Tl F ATGLH e 7 42
gty Afger g arRE @
Hh AT a1 7S 2

» She is currently undergoing
treatment at a hospital in
Perinthalmanna.

« 98 34 AT IRAthalm==T & Th
IEIATT H 3TAR T @ 8 |
* This has prompted health officials

to take preventive action and raise
alert levels.

« 3OY ALY FAAFRAT o NFyH &
39Ty U § 3R Ad1aeiY Fa¥ o7 fear
AT I

» The woman was admitted to the
hospital a week ago with Nipah-
related symptoms, including fever
and convulsions.

» AT ! T WedTg Tgat TER AR
aR S forare & o3 waTon & @y
TS H et T 3T 27|

* Health Minister Veena George said on Thursday that emergency surveillance measures
are being imposed to stop the spread.
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» FARELY FHA AT Slot o AFAR T TATIT o HehaHAUT b THR Y Uehod & TV HTATT FATRIett 3UTer
o] fhT ST ¥R B

* The source of the woman’s infection remains unclear.

« AT & HehAUT T AT 3137 Tk FIsE 71 ¥

* Health officials are investigating possible links to consuming local fruit, as she had limited
outdoor exposure.

o T ATOPRT TAT Fell & a7 J GH1fad et T AT T @ 8, FAiTh ATaolT T 98T
ﬁmmag?r'd’lﬁ?r‘ml

+ Officials are tracing the woman’s contacts from the past week to prevent potential spread.

« TSR AfgelT & AT TTATE F YT T TAT oI g & dlfh AT THR T ARl ST Toh|

« Initial relief came as seven high-risk individuals closely linked to her tested negative for
Nipah on Thursday.

* JBITCT g AT i Afgem & el T H HT W 3o SN arer safaraat b1 o
IEAR T AHRTHS 37TS |

» The district administration has advised people to wear masks in public to prevent virus
spread.

« fSIEIT TRmTHeT & ol91T ! HIdoIfoleh TATAT UL ATES Tgadal chl Tollg & & d1ieh il &l TR Uehr
ST g |

* Restrictions have been imposed within a three-km radius of the woman'’s residence in
Valanchery municipality.

- AR & ATl IR 817 & i fhaeiet & gy & gfaey aeme are §)

« District Medical Officer R. Renuka advised people to avoid eating fruits partly eaten by
birds and bats.

- forer RifSrcar 3R 3. Y@ & el @l 9fErY S Teenes) qEnT @ v Edt B ae @
T T FAE AT &

* Fruit-eating bats have been identified as the main carriers of the Nipah virus.

- F @ a7 THAMGST T 918 A FT HET g AT 3T ¢ |
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3 Greyhounds personnel
dead in Telangana IED blast

The blast occurred during a search operation at Lankapalli forest in Telangana’s Mulugu district

bordering Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur; in another operation, eight Maoists were killed in Bijapur

|GS Paper IlI: IS
The Hindu Bureau
MULUGU

hree personnel of

Greyhounds, the

anti-naxal force of
Telangana police, were
killed after an improvised
explosive device (IED) — al-
legedly planted by Maoists
— went off in Lankapalli
forest area near Penugolu
village in Telangana’s Mu-
lugu district, bordering
Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur dis-
trict, on Thursday
morning.

The incident occurred
when the Greyhounds per-
sonnel were conducting a
search operation in the for-
est area to detect and de-

On duty: Greyhounds personnel seen durlng a routme bomb
detection duty. FILE PHOTO

fuse IEDs as part of
stepped-up vigil along the
volatile inter-State border
with the strife-torn Bijapur
district of Chhattisgarh,
sources said.

However, there was no
immediate confirmation of
the incident from the Mu-
lugu district police.

According to sources,
the bodies of the three de-

ceased police are being
shifted to the MGM hospi-
tal in Warangal.

Eight killed
Meanwhile, eight Maoists
including a top leader of
the CPI (Maoist) group
were killed in an exchange
of fire with the security
forces in Karregutta hills in
neighbouring  Chhattis-
garh’s Bijapur district.
According to uncon-
firmed reports, Pulluri Pra-
sad Rao alias Chandranna,
a Central Committee mem-
ber of the CPI (Maoist), was

among those killed.

Chandranna hails from
Peddapalli district in
Telangana.

Three Greyhounds Personnel Dead in Telangana IED Blast
deaTTAT & 3EEE REwie 7 i de3sw Fa aEig

- Three personnel of Greyhounds, the anti-Naxal force of Telangana
Police, were killed in an IED blast during a search operation in the
Lankapalli forest area near Penugolu village in Mulugu district,

Telangana.

» AT GO T TEN-TAaFael B ATTISH & olieT Srarait Y Jope et &

QeI T & 9T SAhTaeal & STl & darelt 3fAarer & ghret IED favwie 7

Ala gy a1
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* The explosion took place on Thursday morning, near the inter-state border with
Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur district.

* g T¥AR YA 3H TAY g3 ST Tg 817 Selraere & Aoy forer i deis= e & aa g

» The personnel were searching for and trying to defuse IEDs as part of increased vigil along
the volatile border zone with the conflict-affected Bijapur region.

« STaTeT RRATPIEHT (IEDs) Fr Torer 3R 3¢ [ATSHT et T 1 FT R} A, St Hagerelie dar g &
HdehdT 961 & dgd TohaT oI T&T AT|

» There was no immediate official confirmation of the incident from Mulugu district police.

-mﬁmgﬁw@rsﬁﬁamﬁaﬂémaﬂmﬁ*gﬁcaﬁg@%l

999

 According to sources, the bodies of the three deceased personnel are being moved to
MGM Hospital in Warangal.

« FAT & 37AR, At AIE STaTeAl & A HT AR F THSHTH HETATer of ST 517 6T 8|

Eight Maoists Killed in Bijapur Operation
STy 3rfAraTer 7 3ms ATETEr T

* In a separate operation, eight Maoists were killed in an exchange of fire with security
forces in the Karregutta hills of Bijapur district, Chhattisgarh.

» Teh 37T HTRATT H Seaare F MR e & Fayeer werf3at 7 gran aaf & ary o8 7 e
ATHIAET AR 7T

* Among the dead was Pulluri Prasad Rao alias Chandranna, a Central Committee member
of CPI (Maoist), as per unconfirmed reports.

» JrvATTOre RAYet & 3eTaR, AR 37T o3l 3 Yoot wHTE Ta 3F dgestr, St WS (Fnsardy)
FET AT & w3, off anfAer A

* Chandranna hailed from Peddapalli district in Telangana.

« Tgell, AT & Yegiaea fora & |
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Summer respite
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Beating the heat: A tiger in the Antharasanthe range of Nagarahole Tiger Reserve in Karnataka laps up water to quench its thirst amid
sweltering heat on Thursday. M.A. SRIRAM
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Small snail infestation a growing threat
to cardamom farmers in Idukki district

|GS Paper llI: Environment |

Sandeep Vellaram
IDUKKI

After copious summer rain
in Kerala’s Idukki, the car-
damom-growing regions of
the high ranges have raised
the prospects of a robust
crop in the upcoming sea-
son — even as snail infesta-
tion threat is looming
large.

According to cardamom
farmers, many small snails
are devouring the new
panicles and flowers of car-
damom plants leading to
significant crop damage.

Sivadas, a cardamom
farmer in Anyartholu said
a large number of small
snails were attacking his
cardamom  plantation.
“Last year, the snail attack
was noticed in October,
and this year the snail pre-

Small snails are eating new panicles and flowers in the cardamom
plant on a plantation in Idukki. JOMON PAMPAVALLEY

sence was initially noticed
in the first week of May. We
plan to use metaldehyde
pellets to kill the snails
from the plantation. When
I got good summer rains, I
expected a good crop from

my plantation. But the
snail attack is posing a
threat to my farm,” he said.

A pesticide shop owner
in Kumily said that a large
number of cardamom
farmers are seeking pesti-

cides for snail attacks.
“The farmers are largely
purchasing metaldehyde
pellets,” said the owner.
According to officials
from the Cardamom Re-
search Station (CRS) of Ker-
ala Agricultural University
in Pampadumpara, “Farm-
ers in Vandanmedu, Kumi-
ly, Puliyanmala, Anavila-
som, Pathumury, and
Chakkupallom areas have
already raised complaints
about the snail attack.”
The snails go active after
7 p-m. and they devour the
flowers of the cardamom
plants. The presence of
small snails is associated
with rain. The farmers
should conduct timely pre-
vention methods for snails
on cardamom plantations
to avoid large-scale crop
loss, said a CRS official.

Small Snail Infestation a Growing Threat to Cardamom
Farmers in Idukki District

g3Fh forel 7 g fFam=t & forw 81 el #1 Jgar @ar

* After copious summer rain in Kerala’s Idukki, cardamom-growing
regions in the high ranges are expecting a robust crop in the
upcoming season.

-W#sgmﬁgémﬂﬁaﬁmr*aﬁjﬁnémmﬁmaﬁ

H 3 arer W 7 3= vHo FT 3FHIG Y 1 WY R

* However, the snail infestation is emerging as a major threat to this positive outlook.
« gTelifeh, EYE} T HAU 3T HhRIcHS 3FHIG & [T ek S3T Wl S=7dT oI 38T &

* According to cardamom farmers, many small snails are devouring new panicles and
flowers of cardamom plants, leading to significant crop damage.
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TSR FHT THET 8T G &

* Sivadas, a cardamom farmer from Anyartholu, reported a large number of small snails
attacking his plantation.

-mﬁq%mﬁmﬁﬁﬁmﬁmﬁ:m@aqﬁ?ﬁrﬁwﬁ@%wﬁm
# fear gl

» He said that last year, the snail problem started in October, but this year it was noticed in the
first week of May.

* Iegiel ST o TASel ATer g THEEAT g A Y€ g3 M, Afehed 57 Aol Tg 7 & Tgel oclre 3
& et e

* He plans to use metaldehyde pellets to eliminate the snalils.

« g8 GTEl I AR & [T Aefesgrss Mot w1 3T aet I JetAT 911 | £

* “With the good rains, | expected a good crop, but now the snail attack is threatening my
farm,” he added.

o "37TESY STIRET S ShIUT Hot 3T B Sl 3FAIG T &Y, oifehet 379 Gl FTFAM AN AT H @AY A
TSl T8 §," 37a1e1 gl

* A pesticide shop owner in Kumily confirmed that a large number of farmers are asking for
snail pesticides, especially metaldehyde pellets.

» HACH & Toh HIEARE GHEAGR o Jfee 1 foh a5 F e wiwi & fore Hreamers, W
Acfesgrss MiAAT, ALT R &
« Officials from the Cardamom Research Station (CRS) of Kerala Agricultural University in

Pampadumpara reported complaints from areas like Vandanmedu, Kumily, Puliyanmala,
Anavilasom, Pathumury, and Chakkupallom.

- H7ol HY Rafe@rer & JargaarT fRua sar sqHuTe % (CRS) & HfRFRET 3 garr 6
agang, A, gferaraaren, safaaras, syl s gagaear &E @ giat b1 Risrrd ffo @
gl

» The snails become active after 7 p.m., and they devour cardamom flowers.

- GiE ATA 7 99 & 18 FIH g1 571t & 3R g & @il 1 &1 S ¢ |

* The presence of small snails is closely linked to rainfall.

- B¢ gYg} FY 39feufa o1 drer ger iR agarg|

» Timely preventive measures are essential to avoid large-scale crop loss, according to
CRS officials.
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AT ST g |

Centre unveils draft ‘climate
taxonomy’ document to aid
clean energy investment

|GS Paper lll: Environment

[acob Koshy
NEW DELHI

To direct investment to-
wards clean-energy pro-
jects and infrastructure
better adapted to weather
threats from climate
change, the Finance Minis-
try has made public a draft
document, “Framework of
India’s climate finance
taxonomy”.

Climate finance taxono-
my, the report said, is a
“tool to identify activities
consistent with India’s cli-
mate action goals and tran-
sition pathway.” The objec-
tive of this taxonomy is to
encourage investment in
climate-friendly technolo-
gies and activities, thus
enabling India to be Net Ze-
ro by 2070 but simultane-
ously encouraging long-
term access to reliable and
affordable energy.

The taxonomy should
prevent “green-washing”
and be consistent with the
developmental goal of ‘Vik-
sit Bharat’. The draft note
follows an announcement

At the COP29, lack of consensus
on the definition of ‘climate
finance’ led to disagreements.

by Nirmala Sitharaman in

her Budget speech in
February.
Developing countries

demand billions of dollars
from developed countries
in the form of subsidised
technology transfer and
grants to finance renewa-
ble energy development as
well as strengthen their de-
fences against climate
change.

At the 29th session of
Conference of the Parties
(COP) in Baku, Azerbaijan,
developed countries com-
mitted to only $300 billion
annually by 2035 as the

“New Collective Quantified
Goal” when the actual re-
quirement was $1.35 tril-
lion and a large part of the
disagreement was due to a
lack of consensus on the
definition of “climate
finance”.

The climate taxonomy
document aims to classify
a range of activities and
sectors as “climate suppor-
tive” or “climate transi-
tion”. The former include
activities that reduce
greenhouse gas emissions,
reduce emissions intensity
(emissions per unit of
GDP), adaptation solutions
that reduce the risks of ad-
verse impacts of climate
change and, research and
development needed to
meet these aims. Climate
supportive activities would
include those that improve
emissions intensity reduc-
tion in sectors where cut-
ting absolute emissions are
challenging with the availa-
ble technology — this could
mean in the so-called
“hard to abate” iron, steel
and cement sector.

that is better adapted to climate change threats.

« et Harery F Srerary IREde @ evet TRt F 9 A0S gk Faeo

Centre unveils
draft ‘climate
taxonomy’
document to aid
clean energy
investment

TATO Sl [aer
$ Fe1dT ¢t &

fore &g o ‘srerarg
g3ifehor (climate

taxonomy) &l

AGleT gEATAST
ST fRar

- The Finance
Ministry has made
public a draft
document titled
“Framework of
India’s climate
finance taxonomy”
to direct
investment
towards clean-
energy projects
and infrastructure
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Far g3 HR gy o dr 3R e F AR @ & o “oma

1 Srerary e geffeor w@r aers ve #dler qEarae araeiad A

» The document defines climate finance taxonomy as a “tool to identify activities
consistent with India’s climate action goals and transition pathway.”

« SEATAS A Srerary R qaffeor ol " R & Serarg FNaTs et 3 HHA0T A & IeTed
arfafaferat $r ggarer F 3gHIOT & & H IR foham a2 Bl

» The objective of this taxonomy is to encourage investment in climate-friendly
technologies and activities, to help India become Net Zero by 2070 while ensuring long-term
reliable and affordable energy access.

* S FITRIUT T 3EET TAAT-IeTH el adheitan A afafafera’ 7 fovder wt diewrfee Fen § arfs
R 2070 dF A€ RY 97 I 3R a1 &) Qeiwrfas g g fFerad) FT Hr Sqastdar
gAfRed @ o ae|

* The taxonomy aims to prevent “green-washing” and align with the development goal of
‘Viksit Bharat’.

- g affRoT “afieT-arfRrer” &Y Voret 3T “RFRAT ART & FhTT &7 & T I @t 7 91
AT B |

* This draft follows a Budget announcement made by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
in February.

- Ig F&leT faw #t fster War@or garT wadt A fohv 31T sefe BIoT & 3HefeRoT 7 S fohar
TATE

International Climate Finance Commitments

* Developing countries demand billions of dollars in the form of subsidised technology
transfer and grants from developed countries to finance renewable energy development
and strengthen defences against climate change.

- Rrsrefter Gor, ATHIONT FSIT fahr & faaiiyor AR STerarg aRacs & favedr 3= &t
AT A & ToT, AT et & wfews arelt aereihT gFaravor T 3reerT & ¥ 7 3El st
AT R

* At the 29th COP session in Baku, Azerbaijan, developed countries committed only $300

billion annually by 2035 as the “New Collective Quantified Goal”, while the actual
requirement is $1.35 trillion.
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« Faky, aaﬁmﬁgtrzgéﬁtrmﬁ, TahTad &2if o7 Shael 2035 d@ & a¥ $300 fafeaa Fr
gfdecydar SIars, STafd aredide 3maededar $1.35 fefeas

* A major part of the disagreement was due to the lack of consensus on the definition of
“climate finance”.

* 3 HGHT T Th F3T HROT "STeAaryg fawr $r IReTST 9T FegAfa 1 A 7|

Classification of Climate-Related Activities
Sreraryg-Heafore afafaferat T qaffeor

» The climate taxonomy document proposes to classify activities and sectors as either “climate
supportive” or “climate transition”.

* Ig STelaTg GaNehioT eEdTael IMTa et 3R &Tt &l a1 ar “STeraryg Weras” AT “STeary FHAT
& & H gaffehcd = T & ST g

* Climate supportive activities include:

¢ Reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
e Lowering emissions intensity (emissions per unit of GDP),
e Solutions for climate adaptation, and

e Research and development efforts aligned with these goals.

- STeraTy Here afafafert 7 enfae ¢

o  WAE3H 3E IcHAA FT HH FAT,

o 3Tl digdT (ST ufd S8 3cdeie) FT gereT,
o SATY IeThelel & [T FATET,

o 3o IET & 3w ey 3R
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» These supportive activities also cover sectors where cutting absolute emissions is difficult
with current technology, such as iron, steel, and cement, also known as “hard to abate”
sectors.

« I gETgeh ATATATRIAT 37 &3 T 8fY enTffrer el & STel HiS[aT deheileh o A1 Fel ScHotel HI HH
FAT FOT &, S8 o T, sura 3t Wie, Oeg “@ o @ F3 I A9 8T gl ST ¢

Europe reviews Valneva’s
chikungunya vaccine

AT & Frafaar & RFaarfaar 3
T FHIET Y <l

- The European Union’s health regulator
announced this week that it is reviewing

[GS Paper II_S&T | ek French drugmaker Valneva’s chikungunya

Europe reviews Valneva’s vaccine after reports of serious side

chikungunya vaccine

effects in older adults.

TN Y &F FERLT fAam#+ F 59 6o

The European Union’s health regulator said this

week that it was reviewing French drugmaker !yorT 1 R dg wre adrl CoIGICICIGEIE D

Valneva’s chikungunya vaccine after reports of

serious side effects in older adults. The European ﬁWﬁﬂT dieT hr gHeT A L8] %, FaifF

Medicines Agency’s safety committee has

temporarily suspended the use of the vaccine, gGJ’Tﬁ' ﬂ' ?Ta-ﬁT EWSTIET G| ﬁ"ﬂ'& m %I

branded as Ixchiq, in adults aged 65 and older.

The company said it will continue to monitor the
reported events and cooperate with health
authorities. About 17 serious adverse events,

* The European Medicines Agency’s safety committee
has temporarily suspended the use of the vaccine,

globally in people aged between 62 and 89 who - I 3it9fer Toid) Y geam afAfa F Ixchiq sz are
had received the vaccine, the agency said. The " °

exact cause of the events and their relationship derlleT & 3T T 65 Y IR 3w AT g & TR H
with the vaccine have not yet been determined, it e T & FPrafad X AT

said. reuters

» The company stated that it will continue to monitor the reported events and cooperate with
health authorities.

« YT 7 gl T g R [T 310 gearshar HI Aay AIRE e 31 sy st &
T AT FHIM|

» So far, around 17 serious adverse events, including 2 deaths, have been reported globally in
people aged between 62 and 89 years who received the vaccine.
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* 319 e, ARaeh T {62 & 89 a¥ Y I F o9t A 17 TR ufargrer gead, f5e1e 2 Akt anfirer
g, ROIE &1 918 §, foegiet Ig derdliet foram |

* The exact cause of the adverse events and their relationship with the vaccine has not yet
been determined, the agency said.

« USIET o gt foh 57 goweITal & WlF FROT 3R AT F AT 3T Fae 1 39 aF e agdh
o ST | B

Why did TN. take the decision to ban mayonnaise made from raw eggs?

S Paper Il S&T

Serena Josephine M.

CHENNAI

Last month, Tamil Nadu be-
came the third State in the
country after Kerala and Telan-
gana to ban mayonnaise pre-
pared from raw eggs for a year.

This decision, according to
the State’s Food Safety Depart-
ment, was in the interest of pu-
blic health. Mayonnaise made
of raw eggs is a high-risk food
as it carries a risk of food poi-
soning, especially from Salmo-
nella bacteria, Salmonella ty-
phimurium, Salmonella
enteritidis, Escherichia coli,
and Listeria monocytogenes.

A number of food business
operators use raw egg for prep-

aration of mayonnaise, and im-
proper preparation and stor-
age facilitates contamination
by microorganisms create a pu-
blic health risk, the notification
said. Food safety officials clari-
fied that only mayonnaise
made from raw eggs was
banned and not mayonnaise
made of pasteurised eggs and
vegetarian mayonnaise.

A. G. Saranya Gayathiri, ma-
naging director, Parikshan FSS
Pvt Ltd says: “Spoiled eggs can
produce many kinds of diseas-
es. Normally, if an egg is bro-
ken, experts say that it should
be processed within 20 mi-
nutes. It is that much highly
perishable and a high risk item.
In the preparation of mayon-

< e
Taking precautions: Mayonnaise made of raw eggs is a high-risk food as it
carries a risk of food poisoning. GETTY IMAGES

ment banned the product.”
Kalarani. R, dietician, Rajiv
Gandhi Government General
Hospital, calls it a welcome
move. “Microbial contamina-
tion remains a significant con-
cern when raw eggs are in-
volved, particularly when
products are prepared in unhy-
gienic environments or stored
improperly.  Unrefrigerated
mayonnaise can become a
breeding ground for harmful
bacteria such as Salmonella,
which poses serious health
risks. Salmonella infection can

naise using egg, it is not a hot
food process as we use raw
eggs. Once it is prepared, it
should be used immediately or
stored at a temperature of 0-5

C. Without proper a S
food handlers keep it at ro()m
temperature, and so the chanc-
es of food spoilage becomes ve-
ry high. That is why the govern-

cause symy s ranging from
diarrhoea, fever, and abdomi-
nal cramps to more severe out-
comes such as bloody stools,
high fever, and even life-threa-

Ban on Raw Egg Mayonnaise in Tamil Nadu

affrereg & Foa 313 @ 7ol AW W ufaay

tening complications like bac-
teremia. These dangers high-
light the importance of food
safety, especially in products
consumed widely across age
groups,” she says.

Venkatesh Munikrishnan,
senior Consultant - Colorectal
and Robotic Surgeon, Apollo
Proton Cancer Centre, also
agrees. “In order to safeguard
public health, the govern-
ment’s decision to ban mayon-
naise made from raw eggs is
both appropriate and essen-
tial,” he points out.

“A common ingredient in
street foods like burgers and
shawarmas, contaminated
mayonnaise is a major contrib-
utor to food-borne illnesses

- Tamil Nadu became the third State in India, after Kerala and

Telangana, to impose a one-year ban on mayonnaise made from raw

eggs.

like diarrhoea and nausea.
Young people are especially
vulnerable because they often
eat food from outside without
understanding how it is pre-
pared or stored. This ban is an
important step toward food sa-
fety because Salmonella can
contaminate eggs internally be-
fore the shell forms,” he adds.
(serena.m@thehindu.co.in)

3

For feedback and
suggestions

for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Daily
page’

- affreras, e AR AT & q1E HRA HT AW T T, e Fea 34

q Tt AGIST T U AT T TS 3T

* The State’s Food Safety Department stated that the decision was taken in the interest of
public health.

« T & WG GR&T fasmr & gar i g fAoTy seearees & fea & foar s g1

» Mayonnaise made from raw eggs is considered a high-risk food due to the danger of food
poisoning.

« FTF ST H Tl AleloT I @I RAVTFadr & TR & HROT 3o NTAA JTelT GIEd Gare Al
ST |
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* It carries risks of contamination from Salmonella bacteria, including Salmonella
typhimurium, Salmonella enteritidis, Escherichia coli, and Listeria monocytogenes.

« SHH oA SFERAT ST Salmonella typhimurium, Salmonella enteritidis, Escherichia
coli, 3R Listeria monocytogenes & HeHHUT T WT T &

* Many food business operators use raw eggs to prepare mayonnaise, and improper
preparation and storage increases the chances of microbial contamination.

- S WIEH SHTHIT HATSH AATeloT Felled & Tolv FHo 33T 7 39T X &, 3R Trerer oy 3k
HSROT & GEHSAT HHAVT & T 96 SfelT & |

» The ban only applies to mayonnaise made from raw eggs, not to those made with
pasteurised eggs or vegetarian mayonnaise.

- Ig GfASY Hael Fed 3st & aelt AAAST I 19 7, TREAUFTS IHEN AT ATFRRY AT W G|

Expert Opinions on the Ban
yfaerer av faerwar & 1

* A. G. Saranya Gayathiri from Parikshan FSS Pvt Ltd said that spoiled eggs can lead to
many diseases, and broken eggs should be processed within 20 minutes due to high
perishability.

- qi&ToT FSS wisde fafes 1 v. Sft. S et & gt 6 o 37t & s et gy ot €,
W@sﬁﬁzo%%ﬁmmmﬂﬁvﬁﬁ?équ ARG ERIREIG R

* In mayonnaise preparation using raw eggs, it is not a hot process, so the product must be
used immediately or stored between 0-5°C.

- Fod ST A Tl AT T THAT 7137 78T e, SHTAT S e TR e =1fgw a1 0-5 B3
JfeTIT W TR =T afgvl|

» Without proper awareness, food handlers often store it at room temperature, increasing the
chance of spoilage.

» 3T AR & [oeT, W Hlleleh TH FHT FAY & dATIATT T I o, [o7ad &« g hr
HHTIAT 56 ST & |

* Dietician Kalarani R. from Rajiv Gandhi Government General Hospital welcomed the move,
saying microbial contamination is a major risk in unhygienic conditions.

- T et AXHRT ATATT FEAAT T ER [TATHT FARTEAT IR, o 39 A0 &1 Tamra fohar
3R T o sreaes aRTPYTaET 7 gewsha @Faor v a31 /AL

* Unrefrigerated mayonnaise becomes a breeding ground for Salmonella, which can cause
symptoms like diarrhoea, fever, abdominal cramps, and serious cases like bacteremia.
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« T WP T Aot ATeAAAT S FFERAT &7 g 77 Febell 8, TT0H gFaT, qER, 9T &€,

3R 7R AT F IFT GHAT & GhT &

* Dr. Venkatesh Munikrishnan, Colorectal and Robotic Surgeon at Apollo Proton Cancer
Centre, called the ban appropriate and essential.

« 3Tl SeeT $R Wex & Froercer AR AN Tofer o, s Ao ¥ sfay # 3R
3R 3TaeTF IarT|

» Contaminated mayonnaise is a major cause of food-borne ilinesses like diarrhoea and
nausea, especially in young people who often eat street food like burgers and shawarmas.

- G AW ¥ 3R 3 Sl TSt ARt 1 FET FROT Y, WA At A, S
AR FIT AT AT S e FE @I & |

» Salmonella can even contaminate eggs internally before the shell forms, making it a
hidden risk.

* FTeANE 373 BT et aotat W Tgel o7 39 sfieT & FHAG R Tl ¢, [ST09 I8 U o gam
G e STl g
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[GS Paper I FTA

1
Caution and optimism
The FTA with the United Kingdom
should not elbow out India’s farmers
T he Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between

India and the United Kingdom marks a
strong step towards securing India’s bilat-
eral ties in an increasingly fragmented global
trade environment. The key highlight for India is
that 99% of its exports will attract no duties.
Apart from being hailed by business leaders, in-
dustry associations representing sectors such as
engineering goods, apparel, and gems and jewel-
lery — each among the top Indian exports to the
U.K. — have expressed strong optimism for future
trade growth. Engineering exports, for example,
are expected to nearly double to $7.55 billion by
2029-30, according to the Engineering Exports
Promotion Council of India. Overall bilateral
trade is expected to double to $120 billion by
2030. The other major win is that Indian workers
temporarily working in the U.K. and their em-
ployers will be exempt from making social secur-
ity contributions for three years. This is likely to
ease the hiring of Indian workers in the U.K. The
FTA also eases the movement of professionals
and investors, which should go some way in re-
viving India’s flagging foreign direct investment
levels. On the flip side, India has agreed to cut its
tariffs on 90% of the tariff lines imported from
the U.K., with 85% of these to be reduced to zero
tariff within a decade. While the reduction in au-
tomotive tariffs is unlikely to meaningfully
change the price-conscious behaviour of Indians,
the slashing of import duties on whiskey and gin
will increase competition in India and perhaps
slow the ongoing premiumisation trend.
Although the Modi government has been
quick to criticise the FTAs signed by the UPA for
putting India at a disadvantage, some of its own
FTAs have faced the same issue. The India-UAE
CEPA (2022), for example, has seen India’s trade
balance worsen over the years. The FTA with
Australia, too, has not resulted in gains for Indian
exports. Indian farmer organisations — opposed
to the U.K. FTA since talks began — are up in arms
over the reduced tariffs on lamb and salmon and
other edible products. Here, too, the government
must act to ensure that India’s farmers, already in
a low-income, low-margin situation, are not el-
bowed out. Then, there is the fact that trade ex-
perts agree that the India-U.K. FTA will be the
template for future agreements with the EU and
the U.S. India must be careful here. While the
U.K. is a relatively small trading partner, the EU
and the U.S. deals — when they happen — will
have a more significant impact. India has already
cut import duties on several food and auto pro-
ducts in line with U.S. demands. With a less than
2% contribution to global exports, Indian manu-
facturing needs to be helped, not undermined.

3R 3if £fa 3 |

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Caution and optimism: On India’s FTA
with the United Kingdom

AT 3R 3rendre: R AR FAEes
A F T FTA W

- The Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between
India and the United Kingdom marks a strong
step towards securing India’s bilateral ties in an
increasingly fragmented global trade
environment.

R 3R gATEes farsa & e Faa saaR
FHSAET (FTA) ARA & glavaiia gaul # v gesd
FeH & T # RfEad a1 &, o 0 92 §C
fenfora 3Rgw s ararawor & FAgcaqt B

* The key highlight for India is that 99% of its exports will attract
no duties.

HRA & foIU 7E&T 3TRYoT I8 § 3 38 99% fordta W #18 Feea
SE ST N

* Business leaders, industry associations representing sectors
such as engineering goods, apparel, and gems and jewellery —
each among the top Indian exports to the U.K. — have expressed
strong optimism for future trade growth.

3TSIOT SIA &Yt T FfAfAfecd Tt § — S Tedeh L &, & #RA &
vE a7 4 § — & #fasy & AR faem & foe Aoy
3merTaTe e R B

* Engineering exports, for example, are expected to nearly double
to $7.55 billion by 2029-30, according to the Engineering
Exports Promotion Council of India.

3CT80T & forT, Sofifaafer T, 2029-30 d% $7.55 fafaasr as
SR g1et T 371G §, ST o gefiferafer wewaids s
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+ Overall bilateral trade is expected to double to $120 billion by 2030.
el [AETeRT efaueii samaR 2030 d& $120 fafA=reT ek ST glet T 3oeiie & |

* Indian workers temporarily working in the U.K. and their employers will be exempt from making
social security contributions for three years.

.. A 3EUrR & A H1H A ¢ HRAG ATAR 3R 3Teh TAANFATHT hY et TTer T qrerer
R Frera & g foham S|

* The FTA also eases the movement of professionals and investors, which should go some way
in reviving India’s flagging foreign direct investment levels.

FTA 9111 311 a3t 1 a1fa 1 34T a=01a1 §, S AIRd & "ed facelt yegar der Tori =1 v
O 9T e & A |

* India has agreed to cut its tariffs on 90% of the tariff lines imported from the U.K., with 85%
of these to be reduced to zero tariff within a decade.

HRA & 3. T AT 90% R ATE W FEeA 3T A el A W TeAf o H E,
S 85% #Y T ek & $iaT e FX A weT e S|

* The reduction in automotive tariffs is unlikely to meaningfully change the price-conscious
behaviour of Indians, but the slashing of import duties on whiskey and gin will increase
competition in India and perhaps slow the ongoing premiumisation trend.

HierAfea INE 7 Fet AR F Heg-HageTeliel STaeR I AZGcaqUl &9 H TG olet &l GHTGAT el
g, olfaneT fegahT 3R foreT oX 31maret Qoo & el & o # wfaeqel 9gaf 3R arae el @
NiRATATSST &3 1 AT T FAhell &

* Indian farmer organisations — opposed to the U.K. FTA since talks began — are up in arms
over the reduced tariffs on lamb and salmon and other edible products.

R RraTer TereaT, ST g &, FTA & e araeer g a1t @ o o @ €, o5 &1 w1, domet
3R 37 Wi 3cuTel T A QR ' oo [ X 3 2

* India must ensure that its farmers, already in a low-income, low-margin situation, are not
elbowed out.

HR 1 Tg GiATRT = gram o g8 o, St uget @ Fa7-3mar 3R Far-aforer Rufar 1
S8R o &chel STV |

* Trade experts agree that the India-U.K. FTA will be the template for future agreements with the
EU and the U.S.

SATIR TaRAYAT &7 AT & o HRA-Z.&. FTA #fasa 7 §9 31k g.vw. & I g+ arer gaAsiidr &
forw a7ege gram|
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* While the U.K. is a relatively small trading partner, the EU and the U.S. deals — when they
happen — will have a more significant impact.

Stafe g3, v Raftaeh ster saraiis smefier 8, $7 3 3 v, & wwsila 57w gier, Al 3etenr yara
el 3T HgeaquT g

* India has already cut import duties on several food and auto products in line with U.S.
demands.

HI o Ugel &1 L,TH. & AT & IHe]&T s Wi R 3T ScUrel W AT Yok A el &l |

* With a less than 2% contribution to global exports, Indian manufacturing needs to be helped,
not undermined.

IRTF AT & 2% A Y FA TS & AT, HRAT AT Y A I TG §, 7 F 39 FAGR
fopar ST
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