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yfAeH eOmmell AWE IAT AAT Y 1965 F I & I

gqiq AT
2. First Attack in Pakistan’s Punjab Since 1971

1971 & dIC ITfhEdlel & Yoid A UgdT gHT

Renowned Bengali writer Amar Mitra remembers
nights of blackout in Kolkata durlng the 1965 war

|GS Paper I: 1965 War

Bishwanath Ghosh
KOLKATA

How, in 1965, he travelled
from end of what was then
Calcutta to another in com-
plete darkness, on a light-
less bus, to watch a play;
and how, in 1971, he tra-
velled across the border in-
to what was then East Pa-
kistan carrying biscuits
and tea leaves and first-aid
— eminent Bengali writer
Amar Mitra dug into me-
mories even as people in
Kolkata — including What-
SApp groups — discussed
mock drills and the possi-
bility of a full-scale war
with Pakistan.

“I have clear memories
of the 1965 war with Pakis-
tan. Can’t believe 60 years
have passed. I was 14 at the
time. We lived in Belgachia

in north Calcutta. We had
so many blackout nights.
We had covered our win-
dowpanes with paper so

that no light seeped out of

the house. We also heard
sirens,” Mr. Mitra, a nove-
list decorated with several
honours including the O.
Henry and Sahitya Akade-
mi awards, told The Hindu.

‘Ghostly city’

“One evening, along with
my elder brother [ac-
claimed actor and theatre
personality Manoj Mitra,
who died in November
2024], 1 went to watch a
play written by him at a
theatre in the Rabindra Sa-
robar area. We took a dou-
ble-decker bus. Travelling
from north Kolkata to
south Kolkata, [ saw a com-
pletely dark city from the

"

Amar Mitra

window of the bus — a
ghostly city. The bus was
also without any lights. But
the city was not sleeping.
Everything was function-
ing, but under a blackout,”
Mr. Mitra recalled.

The writer, whose fami-
ly had migrated from East
Bengal back in 1947 during
Partition, worked with the
Land Reforms department

of the West Bengal govern-
ment apart from pursuing
literary ambitions, and
during a long career as a
writer produced several
memorable books, includ-
ing Dhanapatir  Char,
Dhrubaputra, Aswacharit,
Rad(cliffe Line, and Kumari
Megher Desh Chai.

“In 1971, I was only 20
years old, when I thought
that as a Bengali I should
try to help the liberation
army of East Pakistan. My
friends and I collected a
good amount of money
from our neighbourhood
and purchased first-aid re-
quirements like cotton,
Dettol, benzene, and ban-
dage, along with tea, bis-
cuit, and rice. We went to
Bongaon by train and from
there to the Petrapole bor-
der on foot. Indian guards

advised us not to cross the
border, saying Pakistani
spies were active there, but
we somehow reached a
Mukti Bahini camp and
handed over our little
gifts,” Mr. Mitra said.

‘Situation alarming’

The writer found the pre-
sent situation alarming and
said terrorism must be
uprooted from Kashmir
and other places in the
country. “We are proud of
being secular. Religion can-
not rule a country — reli-
gion is something to be-
lieve in. But at the same
time, war is not good for
mankind. No one wins in a
war. It is the common peo-
ple, brave soldiers who die.
Nobody likes war. Everybo-
dy likes to live in peace,” he
said.

Renowned Bengali Writer Amar Mitra Recalls 1965 War

Experiences

Yy emell @S AT AT F 1965 F JoU F HeIHT UG

3T

» Amar Mitra recalls the blackout nights in Kolkata during the 1965 war with Pakistan, when
he was just 14 years old and lived in Belgachia, North Calcutta.

« 3AT TAAT &1 1965 & FEH & GNTT Hierram H HR A A TG §, 519 9 HdoT 1499 F A
3R 398 PP & AT A T/ A
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* During that time, families covered windowpanes with paper to prevent light from escaping
and triggering air raids, and they often heard sirens.

« 39 THY, IRaORT o [asfrat o Frrer & &F A oar difes a5 WET aex 7 Se 3R garg
gHC I SAT S Feh, AR 3R AR by 3TaTs ol Sireir oA

* Amar Mitra is a Sahitya Akademi and O. Henry Award-winning novelist.

« 3R TR e et 3R AT, 3ol PR @ FFATTG 3UarEaR g

A Ghostly Journey in Darkness

3N F spfaam AT

» One night during the war, he traveled with his elder brother Manoj Mitra (a renowned theatre
personality who passed away in November 2024) to watch a play written by Manoj.

* IS & AR Uk T, T 30 3 7S AeArar = (G va gfficy RAver derdr 9 3%
dAqet 2024 # AU g1 1) & YT 37 IR fold T ACH H @ Aol |

* They took a double-decker bus from North Kolkata to South Kolkata (Rabindra Sarobar
area) which was completely lightless, just like the city outside.

* 3ogiel A HIRIT @ SAYOT Frerhrar (Tdig TUST &1F) o sael 3HT a9 off, S 7 e
far Qe F o, S ergx o 3R A7 am)

» He described Kolkata under blackout as a “ghostly city”, yet everything was still functioning
under the darkness.

* 37%ie 3T A Sl shicTehlcll I " AT AT heT, Th o AT & AP SR |

Partition Background and Career

fermsrer i gesafA ik FRAIT

* Amar Mitra’s family migrated from East Bengal during the 1947 Partition.

« 3R AT &1 9RaR 1947 & Rt & e qdf samer @ 3mam o)

* He worked in the Land Reforms Department of the West Bengal government while also
pursuing his literary career.

« 3ogiel URYH 9Tl TXHR o (A FuR fomer A v fhar 3R @y & afgfogs oae st
I Wl

* His famous books include Dhanapatir Char, Dhrubaputra, Aswacharit, Radcliffe Line, and
Kumari Megher Desh Chai.

« 3ofch YTAGY JEcehi H geTafal IR, Yaqa, IR, SHAw o, IR FAd AN o 918
IEC i
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Contribution to 1971 Liberation War
1971 it HiFT FIA K FnrerT

* In 1971, at the age of 20, Amar Mitra decided to support the East Pakistan Liberation Army
(Mukti Bahini) by collecting and delivering first-aid items, tea, and biscuits.

1971 #, 20 3% # 37 H, 3R A F ¢ wfreas fr fgfFa da (T afeh) K wErIar
& fav grafds sTaR awrEf, 919, 3R Rege shcer FX agaT|

* Along with friends, he went to Bongaon by train and walked to the Petrapole border, despite
warnings from Indian guards about Pakistani spies.

- SIEt % @Y, 9 & { dleng 0 3R g WA T Yol T, St AR {fawi
aifhEarell STRgET 1 Acdraer & oA

» They successfully reached a Mukti Bahini camp and handed over the collected items.

* 4 FHAAYSH U Hfed afeelt R aga 3R dafed aeqe dfa &

Views on Present Scenario

Faae ufy w e

* Amar Mitra finds the present situation alarming and emphasizes that terrorism must be
uprooted from Kashmir and other regions.

« 3R AT adae Rufa & Ridees A9 § 3R Fgd & & sdeae & FHAX 3 3
&A1 & FATTT FT ATRU|

* He asserts that India is secular, and religion should not rule a country; it is something for
personal belief, not governance.

« T AR § o 9RT efaRaeT § 3R et Y 3o W A FE FT F1RT; Ig ool
TR AT T A B

* At the same time, he believes that war is not good for mankind — it brings death to
common people and brave soldiers, and no one truly wins.

- WY EY, 3 AT & o Jaer Ao & v sreor Ad1 § — s69 ww o sk geey
s AN ST 8, 3R g o aeda H 7L S

* He concludes by saying, “Nobody likes war. Everybody wants to live in peace.”

- FEd §, ‘IS Y AL AT W F$ nifar H Sfar =wgar g1
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First Attack in Pakistan’s Punjab Since 1971
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First attack in
Pak’s Punjab
since 1971

'L-‘s Paper |: Post Independence India ‘
Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Four of the nine strikes carried out under
Operation Sindoor were on Pakistan’s territory,
including its heartland, Punjab — marking the
first time India has carried out a strike there
since the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War, 54
VETS AE0.

The targets chosen are connected to a series of
terror attacks in India over the years. They are
the 26/11 Mumbai attacks, the Pathankot attack,
the Uri terror attacks, and the Pahalgam attack
on April 22, among others.

The government deployed two women officers
to brief the media, and the world, on the
aperation — Colonel Sofiya Qureshi from the
Army and Wing Commander Vyomika Singh
from the Indian Air Force (IAF) — after the initial
statement by Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri.

Colonel Qureshi is an officer from the Corps of
Signals, commanding a Unit. She was selected for
the role of Military Observer
in the Democratic Republic

of Congo in 2006, In March ~ Real-time

2016, she became the first footage from .
and enly woman officer to unmanned

lead an Army contingentata  aerial vehicles
multinational military confirmed the

exercise, Force 18, hosted by destruction
India for interoperability in of targets
sustaining peace among the targ
ASEAN nations.

Wing Commander Singh is a helicopter pilot
flying Cheetah and Chetak, with over 2,500
hours flying hours to her credit. She is currently
posted at the Directorate of Operations (Media &
Public Relations) at the TAF headquarters in the
national capital.

Synchronised strikes

The strikes were carried out between 105 a.m.
and 1.30 a.m. on Wednesday. All munirions
struck their designated targets and the strikes
were synchronised to avoid detection and
maximise the element of surprise, sources in the
know said. Real-time footage from unmanned
aerial vehicles confirmed the destruction of
target facilities. “The decision to target deep into
Pakistani-administered territory was a departure
from prior doctrine and marked a new level of
strategic assertiveness,” a source observed.

Over the past three decades, Pakistan has
systematically built terror infrastructure, Colonel
Qureshi said, showcasing a map of the 21 camps
identified, of which nine were picked for the
strikes. “It is a complex web of recruitment and
indoctrination centres, training areas for initial
and refresher courses and launch pads with
handlers.”

Among the targets was Markaz Taiba in
Muridke, the headquarters of the Lashkar-e-Taiba
led by Hafiz Saeed, around 25 km from the
International Boundary (IB). “Terrorists trained
here have also been associated with many
terrorist attacks, including Mumbai attacks in
2008. Ajmal Kasab, the Pakistani terrorist
captured alive after Mumbai artack, had
confessed to having received training at Muridke.
As per inputs, it was revealed that David
Coleman Headley had also received training at
this camp,” Colonel Qureshi said.

Important target

Another important target was Markaz Subhan
Allah in Bahawalpur, the headquarters of the
Jaish-e-Mohammed, located around 100 km from
the IB. This camp was used for recruitment,
training, and indoctrinating JeM terrorists and
was frequently visited by terrorist commanders,
including Masood Azhar, according to Colonel
Qureshi. Two other targets in Sialkot of Pakistan
were the Sarjal camp and the Mehmoona Joya
camp. The Sarjal camp is located about 6 km
from the IB, opposite Samba-Kathua sector.

It is in this camp where the terrorists who
killed four personnel of the Jammu and Kashmir
Police in March 2025 were trained and launched.
The Mehmoona Jova camp is located around 12
km from the IB and is a key training facility of the
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen. The camp was being used as
the control centre for the revival of terrorism in
Kathua and Jammu region, Colonel Qureshi said.
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Wing Commander Vyomika Singh and Colonel Sofiya
Qureshi addressing the media on Operation Sindoor. ANI

- Four of the nine strikes under Operation Sindoor were conducted on
Pakistan’s territory, including its heartland, Punjab — this marks the
first Indian strike in Punjab since the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation
War, 54 years ago.

« AT fAeY & ded §UOFHEl # W 4 TiihEarr Hr HaAT & i
fe aT, e dorme S 3u AT & A § - IF 1971 F Sdnee
AP A & d1g 54 91 A Ggell R § 59 R o GfHedeT & 9o
# gHem fnar B

* The targets were linked to major terror attacks in India: 26/11 Mumbai, Pathankot, Uri, and
Pahalgam (April 22, 2025).

* 3T EHC & TET NS H U IS ATAHT A T 3 A 26/11 HES, Totadie, 38, AR
YEAINH (22 3% 2025)|

Women Officers’ Briefing to Media

Afger yfFRE F AFAr Fr FEHEAT &

» Two women officers, Colonel Sofiya Qureshi from the Army and Wing Commander
Vyomika Singh from the Air Force, addressed the media after the initial statement by Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri.

-ﬁ@raﬁaﬁwﬁaﬁ%mm%m@maﬁrmmﬁmfhﬁma@mﬁm
FHAST AAFT RS AT F FTHRT N
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* Colonel Qureshi, from the Corps of Signals, was the first and only woman officer to lead an
Indian Army contingent at Force 18, a multinational peace exercise by ASEAN in 2016.

- Farer FLeft, S v R A €, 2016 HF ASEAN g@RT AT SEISCT QY 37T Force
18 7 AR AT Y THFA FT Aged FA arell gelt IHR wwaTT Afgem rferardy o

» She was also selected as a Military Observer in the Democratic Republic of Congo in
2006.

« 35 2006 7 ANFR® Rufcas 3w Fon 7 I wer® & & 7 o a7 =7 AT

* Wing Commander Singh, a Cheetah and Chetak helicopter pilot, has logged over 2,500
flying hours and is posted at the IAF Media & PR Directorate in Delhi.

- BT FATY AT, o N1 3R FgF TNFCR TG §, F I 2,500 ¥ HWF 33 g P 30T
3 IAF #ifgar 3t FaETE @A, Boo A Jara &

Synchronised Strikes with Strategic Shift

IS gA 3R WiEHifasw seama

* The strikes were conducted between 1:05 a.m. and 1:30 a.m. on Wednesday, with all
munitions hitting their designated targets.

« §H JUAR FT Fag 1:05 9 F 1:30 99 & dr fhw 71w, 3R @t el e eeat @
|

* The strikes were synchronised to avoid detection and ensure element of surprise.

« §HS FATSA &7 F fhT 1T A1t gedAeT &1 Ul & =Tol 3R 3mead FRF &1

* Real-time footage from unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) confirmed destruction of targets.

- AT gaT$ a@al (UAVS) & ured Saer-argd Feor o et & faemer & gite 1|

» The decision to strike deep into Pakistani-administered territory was a strategic departure
from previous doctrine.

- 91 AOFT AT F TS dF FHT FA F AT Tgel T WENT T AGeaqul Igad
gl

Terror Infrastructure Built Over 30 Years
30 ast & AfdT 3mds +1 M

» According to Colonel Qureshi, Pakistan has developed a complex terror network with 21
identified camps; 9 were chosen for the strikes.

 Fod PN & AR, Tfhede & U Sfee e Aead IR frar g, orad 21 ffaw
Rafeed fFv 7T § 57T T 9 1 ey AT I
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» These include recruitment centres, training areas, indoctrination hubs, and launch pads
with handlers.

« 3T STl &g, TTABTOT &3, ITarer &g, iR Tead & @Y dAlew Iz afAa g

Key Target: Markaz Taiba, Muridke
Y@ a8 FH e, AREH

* Markaz Taiba in Muridke, 25 km from the International Boundary (IB), is the Lashkar-e-
Taiba headquarters led by Hafiz Saeed.

- AREEF F A o, S Fawrsdr @ & 25 Rl oY 8, eifther W$E & Aqea A meaw-U-
duar F1 FEeT B

* Terrorists from this camp were linked to many attacks including the 2008 Mumbai attacks.

- 58 A & 3Tcehr 2008 F HES gHT Ao FS §AA A IS W &

* Ajmal Kasab, caught alive during the 26/11 attack, confessed to being trained at Muridke.

* 26/11 §A H SNTAT IehsT I1AT ISTH FAE A FIHR fRAT o 30 ARGSH A gferor gred
foram am

* Intelligence inputs also confirmed that David Headley trained there.

- QR ST ¥ T o 9 g Fr 3RS ey o 2w wrRvET R A

Important Target: Markaz Subhan Allah, Bahawalpur
Hecdqul & ATHS Fegldl Hedllg, SeTaeqy

* Located 100 km from the IB, this is the Jaish-e-Mohammed headquarters, used for
recruitment, training, and indoctrination.

« e AT @ 100 Rt g Fua I8 Ser-v-aAgFAe w1 HEArey g, S o, gftrator 3t
serarer & faT 39T giar gl

* Masood Azhar and other commanders frequently visited this camp.
« AYG 3oTe 3R 3 FAST 30 RS # e o A

Additional Targets in Sialkot
Rarasle # 377 987

» Two camps in Sialkot, Sarjal and Mehmoona Joya, were also struck.

- Rrese & & RIFRT — wXsrer 3R A1 ST — 1 it AT S I
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» Sarjal camp, just 6 km from the IB, is opposite Samba-Kathua sector, where terrorists who
killed 4 J&K police personnel in March 2025 were trained.

- a IR, S saRrsd WA @ A 6 At Y & WiE-FeIm VFI F AN ¢, ST61 AT
2025 & 4 FF-FAR qRAwRAAT A geam FA aTe ATcfhAt @ GiRIfET fhar s an)

* Mehmoona Joya camp, about 12 km from the IB, is a key Hizb-ul-Mujahideen training
facility and acted as a control centre for reviving terrorism in Kathua and Jammu.

- Ageen S AR, S awrsdT @ar & wenrer 12 Rl o 8, Reger ganfeds &1 woga
FRIETOT 5 8 3R Fgam A’ T K ddarg N ARATAT F T T X F §T A w1
Y TgT Tl

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Strokes of Justice: On ‘Operation Sindoor’ and After
=T Y A AT gy 3 39F 915

2. The Building Blocks of an India-U.S. Energy Future
HRA-FTARST ST HiAsT Fir 3raRRAaT

3. Pakistan, Bangladesh and Core Identity Questions
qifeedre, srearaer 3R Ao Tgae F Fard

4. Reimagining Access to Justice and Rectifying Systemic
Barriers

=T % Tg hY IeT: Fedall 3 Telard qransit H1 gur

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagelo



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

© TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

. oo SO
Patriotic |/

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

Strokes of justice
India must be prepared for escalatory
action by Pakistan
l ndia carried out precision military strikes

across nine locations in Pakistan and Pakis-
tan-occupied-Kashmir early on Wednesday.
Targets included Bahawalpur, the headquarters
of the Jaish-e-Mohammed, and Muridke, a nerve
centre of the Lashkar-e-Taiba — terrorist outfits
bred by Pakistan to target India. India said the
strikes were to destroy the camps used to train
terrorists and to “pre-empt as well as deter”
more such cross-border attacks following the ter-
ror attack in Pahalgam on April 22 in which 26 pe-
ople were killed by terrorists who identified the
targets by their religion. India’s military strikes
were “measured, non-escalatory, proportionate,
and responsible”, the government said. In 2019,
India had carried out surgical strikes in Balakot in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in north Pakistan, after the
Pulwama terrorist attack. The response this time
has been sharper and more resolute. Muridke
and Bahawalpur are in Punjab, the heartland of
Pakistan’s ruling elite, that has been playing the
double game on terrorism. Pakistan has, for de-
cades, used terrorism as a low-cost instrument of
war against India, under an umbrella of nuclear
blackmail. India has been trying to figure out an
appropriate response to this. With Balakot, and
now Operation Sindoor, the point is clear — India
can have an overt military response in the event
of a terrorist attack against it, apart from eco-
nomic and diplomatic measures. India has also
underscored the point that there were no civi-
lian, economic or military targets on Wednesday.
Overt military action in response to Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism marks a change in India’s
strategy under Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
How this will change Pakistan’s behaviour re-
mains uncertain. The strikes destroyed terrorist
bases, but that setback may not be long term,
considering the perennial supply of radicalised
youths in Pakistan. Pakistan has not only raised
terrorists who target India but also harboured
Osama bin Laden, the most wanted terrorist for
the West, even while it was claiming to be an ally
in the war on terror. Pakistan’s character will
have to change if it is to behave differently. India
has reached out to other countries, and world
powers must use their considerable leverage to
coerce Pakistan to act responsibly. The retaliato-
ry strikes apart, the investigation into Pahalgam
should continue in full vigour and be taken to its
logical conclusion. India should also watch out
for escalatory moves by Pakistan and be pre-
pared to respond militarily and diplomatically.
The Centre on Wednesday pointed out that the
terrorists wanted to disturb normalcy in Kashmir
and create communal rift in the country. All polit-
ical parties have supported the military opera-
tion. While strengthening the domestic political
consensus on the issue, the Centre should also
ensure that elements who try to create commu-
nal strife and play into the hands of Pakistan are
restrained. Any missteps will carry a great risk.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Strokes of Justice: On ‘Operation Sindoor’
and After

=T Y e AT Regy 3R 38F a1

* India carried out precision military strikes across nine locations in
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir early on May 7, 2025.

« {RA o 7 A 2025 T Gaig qrirearet AR 91 sftrga w7 at vt
W 7EF 7 g |

* Targets included Bahawalpur (headquarters of Jaish-e-Mohammed)
and Muridke (nerve centre of Lashkar-e-Taiba).

- T H FETAAYT (ST-T-RAgFAE T EATor) IR ARG (eTeF-v-agar
T ;) ATTHST |

» These outfits are terrorist groups nurtured by Pakistan to target India.

* I HISA AR ! fAAAT o717 & FIT Grfehediat SarT Urel 3T et
THE &

* India stated that the strikes aimed to destroy terrorist training camps
and to pre-empt and deter more such cross-border attacks.

« 9 = gl Toh 3oT Il ST 36,23 Tt TiRraTor AR T 75T FHEaT
3R AR gAat FY A 3T galATRT FT 24T

* These strikes followed the Pahalgam terror attack on April 22, 2025,
in which 26 people were killed, identified by their religion.

* g HRATS 22 el 2025 T IgAINH HTdh gHA & a1 FT 315, 5T+ 26
AT P g FI IS A, ToAeg 3Tk G & TR TR TAATAT SATAT 37T

* The government described India’s response as “measured, non-
escalatory, proportionate, and responsible.”

« THR A HR 1 Ffafohar I “wafda, sraadaha, srqurfas 3k
[Erciicidenipll

Historical Context and Change in Strategy

aeriae aRvey 3k worifa & agame

* In 2019, India had carried out surgical strikes in Balakot (Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa) after the Pulwama attack.

* 2019 H HRA o JdTHT AN o d1G ATaThIC (WX Teeredn) H Afoidmer Ferss o Y|
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* This time, the response has been sharper and more resolute.

* 38 I AR &1 giafsar 3R it ot stk gg W

» Bahawalpur and Muridke are in Punjab, the heartland of Pakistan’s ruling elite, which has
been playing a double game on terrorism.

» FETerqR A ARG Trfehedrer & vorra 7 €, St g1 1w e a9 71 9716 8 3R S
3TTdehdle W gl e 39=Trar &T &

» Pakistan has long used terrorism as a low-cost war strategy under the cover of nuclear
blackmail.

« ITTREATST o S HAY § AT SeldhaAe Sl TS H ATAHATG I FH3 AT aTel G & AIHT & &
H sEaAT fhar &

India’s Assertive Response

AR 1 @ Ffafsrar

» With Balakot and now Operation Sindoor, India signals that it can take overt military
action besides economic and diplomatic responses to terrorist attacks.

-« T 3R 319 STt RAegy & A1 AR S Hehe T & o @ ey el & STard 7 gor
T e 30T HahlT ©, o T et T 3R Tor=fa|

* India also emphasized that there were no civilian, economic, or military targets struck on
May 7.

« R o I8 Y Tuse Far foh 7 7S it F Y F1S AR, 7 30w 31 7 & 7 SFET 1 F2mar
SITT T

Impact on Pakistan and Global Stakes

qIfrEdTe 9T 9HTg 3R 3Ra+ afRdca

* This kind of overt military action under Prime Minister Narendra Modi reflects a strategic
shift in India’s response to Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.

« FUTAHA g AT o cfed H 56 e T Gell JeT FIATE R T WAy 7 agelra &1 g2l 8,
i a1eh IR 3iTciehare & Yl 379e1s 18 B

* It remains uncertain whether these strikes will change Pakistan’s behavior.

- gg 3791 AR § Toh 41 37 gl & NIfehEdTe $T STG8R SSola|

* Although the terror bases were destroyed, radicalized youth in Pakistan remain in supply,
making the setback possibly temporary.

« BTclifeh HTcehY 3133 7Tse T 31T, UTfehectlel H Feexaedt Jarait i falaR T & HROT Ig ST
A U g e B
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+ Pakistan has harbored Osama bin Laden even while claiming to be a partner in the war on
terror.

* UTTeRETol & JATAT fafeT SeeT T ROT &, STefeh a8 ATaF & RS e 7 WIHGR glet b1 grar
AT TET|

» For change to happen, Pakistan’s fundamental character must change.

» F&elTd & forw aifearer & Fa 9l 7 seord gar &l 21

* India has reached out to other countries, urging global powers to leverage their influence to
make Pakistan act responsibly.

« R oY 3= A T U frar ¢ 3R g afeFaat T 3mg fnam € o 3 379sy YaHTa &1 39er
FX ITfREdTe T fFAFAERIET s9agR & [T areg #|

Continued Vigilance and Internal Cohesion

fATax gasar 3R sral® vwar

* Alongside the retaliatory strikes, the Pahalgam investigation must continue with full
vigour until its logical conclusion.

- 9T-9ER & TTY-A1Y Ygerane S h G ol A 31T T ST AME T R 34 Arfhep fsshs
ek of STl A1

* India should remain alert to any escalatory actions by Pakistan and be ready with military
and diplomatic responses.

« 3R T UTTREATST T [HaT 3 3aeTh FIErE & AT Ids a1 T1e T 3R AT T T+ Sa1e
& foT dIR Tgar =nfgu|

» The government noted that the terrorists aimed to disrupt normalcy in Kashmir and create
communal tension in the country.

« TXHR o I foh 3Tdfhat & 3e52T F2HAR & ame fufa # faemsar ik g 7 wiveRs
eTa YT et AT

« All political parties have supported the military operation, reflecting domestic political
unity.

- gl Ui el o 30 Ao ATt 1 gAY R &, forad exe] Teriifaes varar &1 el
S

» The Centre must ensure that elements trying to incite communal strife and support
Pakistan’s agenda are kept under check.

« %! T g GARE AT TR foh ST e WIHETRAH IHATT 15 R e vais
SGIAT Sl T T Y, 3o¢ fAafa fehar e |
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* Any misstep could carry serious risk.

« 1S o o AR AR AT ST H & Fehell

DPATRIOTICIAS

The building blocks of an India-U.S. energy future

nited States Vice-President J.D. Vance

recently highlighted the U.S.’s

willingness to cooperate with India

more closely on energy and defence.
India’s foreign policy establishment outlined the
need for cooperation on energy, defence,
technology and the mobility of people. The
developments may have been news, but the
issues are not new. These topics have increasingly
defined India-U.S. relations over the years despite
changes in administration, but with some change
in emphasis. There is an opportunity now for
renewed investment in them.

India’s energy security will be guided by three
imperatives: having sufficient energy resources at
predictable prices, minimal disruptions in supply
chains, and progress towards an increasingly
sustainable energy mix. Nuclear energy and
critical minerals will matter in these respects and
can be the bedrock of further deepening energy
and technology partnership between Washington
and New Delhi.

A critical minerals compact

The energy transition will unfold not only via
electrons but also with elements. China’s
restrictions in April on exports of rare earths
were just the latest move in periodic disruptions
for more than a decade. On the one hand, China
controls nearly 90% of global rare earth
processing capacity. On the other, it leverages this
market power to serve its strategic purposes. The
result: the minerals needed for new energy
technologies, advanced electronics or defence
equipment are contingent on fragile global supply
chains.

In 2024, India and the U.S. signed a
memorandum of understanding to diversify these
supply chains. Three principles must now guide
India-US cooperation on critical minerals.

First, critical minerals must be viewed as the
pillar of multiple sectors, and not just as a mining
silo. They are needed across the economy — and
in the strategic sectors on which India and the
U.S. wish to collaborate. This broad framing
prioritises long-term strategy and enables
cross-sectoral skills and technology exchange.

Second, policies for critical minerals must play
out at bilateral and plurilateral levels. They must
establish guarantees of supply and frameworks
for cooperation. Demand creation, not supply
coercion, must drive this relationship. An
India-U.S. critical minerals consortium could look
into joint exploration and processing. India, with
its emerging mineral exploration base, and the
U.S., with its deep capital and technology, should
co-invest in third-country projects across Africa,
South America, and Southeast Asia.

Beyond the bilateral relationship, the Quad
(including Japan and Australia) can be a
capability multiplier. This includes collaboration
on minerals processing technology. Further, data

Arunabha Ghosh

is the CEO of Council
on Energy,
Environment and
Water (CEEW)

Nuclear energy
and critical
minerals can be
the bedrock of
a deepening
energy and
technology
partnership

transparency and traceability of these minerals
are crucial. For this, establish a dedicated
India-U.S. Mineral Exchange — a secure digital
platform for real-time trade, investment, and
collaboration on critical minerals. This can
especially help vulnerable industries such as
electric vehicles, aerospace, and semiconductors.
India and the U.S. should also co-develop a
blockchain-based traceability standard for critical
minerals, inspired by the EU’s Battery Passport.

Moreover, India and the U.S. should build joint
strategic stockpiles of key minerals to safeguard
supply chains against geopolitical or trade
disruptions, leveraging existing storage
infrastructure in both countries (such as India’s
Strategic Petroleum Reserves or the US National
Defense Stockpile) for cost-effective deployment.

India has made early moves — becoming the
first non-G-7 member of the Mineral Security
Partnership —and it will host the Quad summit
later this year. It is an opportunity to formalise
these specific approaches. The Quad countries
are also exploring joint engagement with
mineral-rich nations.

Third, patience will be key. While a battery
plant may take two years to build, exploration of
mines and building processing facilities take
between 12 to 16 years. A durable India-U.S.
critical minerals partnership must be structured
with a 20-year horizon and interim targets,
consistent with the initial goals of India’s own
Critical Minerals Mission. To realise these
ambitions, India and the U.S. must also invest in
the ‘plumbing’ of the energy partnership:
data-sharing protocols, investment tracking,
workforce development, and innovation
corridors under platforms such as the U.S.-India
Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technology
(iCET).

Nuclear energy as next frontier of linkages
As India’s electricity demand surges, we need a
reliable source that complements the
intermittency of solar and wind to build a stable,
secure grid. Even as battery costs have fallen
dramatically, nuclear power offers another firm,
low-carbon source essential to achieving India’s
net-zero goals.

India has an ambitious goal of achieving 100
GW of nuclear power capacity by 2047.
Converting this into action will need a shift in
momentum. Currently, nuclear energy
contributes just over 8 GW, or about 2% of India’s
installed capacity. To meet the 2047 target, India
must commission approximately 5SGW-6 GW
annually from the early 2030s. Studies by
institutions, including the Council on Energy,
Environment and Water (CEEW), suggest that
achieving net zero by 2070 could require nuclear
capacity exceeding 200 GW under certain
scenarios.

To realise this vision, India must implement

three pivotal reforms. First, shorten deployment
timelines to ensure scale. Reducing the build time
of nuclear projects from, say, nine to six years
could cut the levelised cost of electricity by 8%.
This calls for standardised designs, faster
approvals, and skilled project delivery.

Second, enable private sector participation.
That means having credible offtakers to reduce
risks, structure competitive bids, and offer
long-term purchase commitments. Small Modular
Reactors, with their lower capex and flexibility
and lower land requirement, become bankable
only when private capital has clear incentives and
predictable returns. Applications include the use
of nuclear energy for green steel or to service
rapidly rising demand for Artificial Intelligence.
The overall capital requirement for 100 GW of
nuclear power is enormous: up to $180 billion by
2047. The exposure of domestic banks and
non-banking financial companies to the power
sector is approximately $200 billion. We must
rewire our financial system to support this
transition. The growth of nuclear as a viable
source of energy and international cooperation
rests on assurances of clear policies and offtake
and payment guarantees, collaboration with
global firms for tech transfer and co-creation, and
rules and standards for waste management.

Issue of safety

Third, amend the Civil Liability for Nuclear
Damage Act, 2010 to enable private investments
in nuclear power plants. India’s indigenous
reactor designs can be modularised. The recent
approval for Holtec International to transfer SMR
technology to Indian companies, including
Larsen & Toubro and Tata Consulting Engineers,
is an example of the potential of India-U.S.
collaboration in this direction. However, India
should always prioritise nuclear safety by
adopting advanced waste handling and
decommissioning technologies, especially as it
could lead the manufacturing of Small Modular
Reactors (SMRs). With smaller emergency zones
and air-cooling capability, SMRs suit water-scarce
regions but demand robust, centralised waste
management and repurposing strategies from the
start.

The IMF’s World Economic Outlook report
(April 2025) shows concerning levels of global
uncertainty amid trade and tariff tensions. For
India’s energy security and sustainable economic
development, bilateral relations between India
and the U.S. must offer greater assurance in
strategic and shared interests. India’s continued
growth story and the U.S.’s technological prowess
and capital are mutually complementary. A
resilient energy future needs a long-term vision,
not just the pursuit of short-term wins, a road
map, and a resilient architecture of cooperation.

The views expressed are personal

The Building Blocks of an India-U.S. Energy Future
HRA-IANET FaT sifsT i ey
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* United States Vice-President J.D. Vance recently expressed interest in deepening
cooperation with India in energy and defence sectors.

« AN F ITrseufa AN TS g & F ARG & 1Y Falt 3R & &3 F AT Forey H
ZTOl SIS |

+ India’s foreign policy framework supports cooperation in energy, defence, technology, and
mobility of people.

- 7RA A fager Afa Tav@r 3, e, e 3R aet it smaerd 7 Fgder @ gEdd
e B

* These themes have been consistent in India-U.S. ties despite changes in governments,
though the focus sometimes shifts.

« ¥ AT ART-3ARST e F AR §o1 3§ &, AT &7 TSN dcall al, gTolifh €TeT hafl-
Fel SeoIar T B

» There is a present opportunity for renewed investments in these areas.

- 51 &l A AT fAqew F TAAT A Toh I Al g

* India’s energy security rests on three priorities: sufficient resources, stable prices, and
sustainable energy transition.

« R AT ol GRET oliel TATASHAI3T o IR §: wAed gy, . Frd, 3R gad
Fatl qRad|

* Nuclear energy and critical minerals are key to all these areas.

- FGRFEI Foit 3R PR Metew 51 @l &t & v Fgeaye’ &)

* These can become the foundation of a deeper India-U.S. energy and technology partnership.

- ¥ HRA-3ARE Foit 3R Wi FEEt #f Avqy g a7 TFT

A Critical Minerals Compact

frfere Aaew gastlar

» The global energy transition requires not just electrons, but also elements — critical minerals.
« 3% T aRada & T oo gaweral Hr A1, afod deal — fhfeha AaeT $r sy
TTRAT g

* In April 2024, China imposed restrictions on rare earth exports — part of ongoing disruptions
over the past decade.
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Srem3t &1 R gl

+ China controls nearly 90% of global rare earth processing capacity and uses it for strategic
advantage.

« AT F IrT ARaH WX S DRI &1 T STITT 90% 707 ¥ 3K 7% = RS
A & AT 3YAT AT gl

* This results in fragile and vulnerable global supply chains for critical technologies.

- $HH IROTA § o 3w smqfel sf@ad sAar 3R iR g o &

* In 2024, India and the U.S. signed an MoU to diversify and secure critical mineral supply
chains.

* 2024 H HRA 3R 3ARET o et et w1 fAfay 3R gwaa s & v v w@star
AT (MoU) I g&dieR fhu|

Three Guiding Principles for India-U.S. Mineral Cooperation

ARG-3ARSET @fas #gaer & dia Anigds Rgua

* First, critical minerals must be seen as cross-sectoral assets, not just as mining resources.
-W,%ﬁwmﬁmmmﬂaﬁmg-mmﬁr%mﬁmm
By

» These minerals are vital for strategic sectors both nations wish to collaborate in.

- Gfeasr 37 WiEAfas &F & T 3maeds § S St g agdier e e ¢l

» Second, policies must be implemented bilaterally and plurilaterally, with supply
guarantees and cooperation frameworks.

- g@, AT 3 gfaveaii 3k aguaia TR W A A S @it Sae smgfd fr
3R g o arfAe gl

* An India-U.S. Critical Minerals Consortium could explore joint ventures in exploration and
processing.

« TRA-HARF Frfewrer Aeew FAIETs TgFa &0 @ 3 AT oA &
HHATTAT T HhT g

* India offers an emerging mineral base, while the U.S. brings deep capital and advanced
technology.

« IR & U 3T GIAT WA MUK &, STafeh AR & ey e gt fader 3R 3e1a
st ¥
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* They can co-invest in third countries like those in Africa, South America, and Southeast
Asia.

- 3 3hYepT, Efor 3R, 3R af@or-qd ofdrar S et gat #F agEa Mdw a @ §

* The Quad (India, U.S., Japan, Australia) can further amplify capabilities in minerals
technology and cooperation.

- FaTS (3R, AR, 1=, Sireeforam) afas weaifahr stk @gair 7 srwanst #t agr awar
gl

* This includes collaboration on processing technologies and traceability systems.

« 3HH NATAT dFeiret 3R afefad Rvea X ggaer o gl

India-U.S. Mineral Exchange and Blockchain Standards

HARA-3ANET @faer RfAAT 3R sdFadT A+

* A dedicated India-U.S. Mineral Exchange should be developed — a secure digital platform
for real-time trade, investment, and collaboration.

. Toh AT ART-3ARF @fae AT TefRa & s ke — o aafls 9937
=R, fder, 3R geahr & v e iEa B #=a

* This would benefit vulnerable sectors like electric vehicles, aerospace, and
semiconductors.

« 3T gAfded aTed, TIEUY, 3R AHhsaed oI Hagarelier &3 & arer grem|

* India and the U.S. should co-develop a blockchain-based traceability standard, inspired by
the EU’s Battery Passport.

« IR AR 3ARET A sdwaa 3maRa cafafad AeF FIEU F St e & RO oa
wgFd w0 @ RAsfdd s @iigul

Building Strategic Mineral Stockpiles
Wiefas @fasr #sr &1 fasfor

* India and the U.S. should build joint strategic stockpiles of key minerals to protect supply
chains from geopolitical or trade disruptions.

- AR 3R AR @l 9@ @iAel & @gFa WEAfaF R o= @Ry arfe s-terefas ar
SR T3t & FROT AT AEad g o

« Existing infrastructure like India’s Strategic Petroleum Reserves and the U.S. National
Defense Stockpile can be used for cost-effective deployment.
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« R FT WEAfaw TAfXTe 373K 3N 3ARFT 71 TS @ H3R S HiSEr e ol F/
AN W daTedt & T 39T & FR—T ST ehaT gl

India’s Early Role and the Quad Opportunity
HR @ 3ot fAwT AR s F oW

* India is the first non-G7 member of the Mineral Security Partnership and will host the Quad
summit later this year.

« X GiST Y& WIHIGHY o1 Igel R-G7 FeFT & 3N 30 a¥ & 3 # Fars Raw wwadde
T A=Al |

* This provides an opportunity to formalise strategic approaches with Quad nations who are
also exploring joint engagement with mineral-rich countries.

« g T WEITAS 3urar o iaaRe § 3 F7 §, Siafar Fa18 ¢or oY @fae §9eet oY &
WY TYFA AR A e 7 w13 = w@ B

Need for Long-term Patience and Vision

drdsrfas &F 3R gfewior At smaegwar

* While a battery plant takes 2 years, mining and processing facilities may take 12 to 16
years to develop.

« STET U delt WAF S 7 2 ¥ o9Td &, TET Weter AN qwEwor ghawmt H [T e 7
12 & 16 9§ o197 Heha

* The India-U.S. minerals partnership should have a 20-year horizon with interim targets,
aligned with India’s Critical Minerals Mission.

« ARA-3ARET Giasr AFiERT # 20 aut &1 gfesior 3K saRe @aw g 1R, St 9Rd &
Flera ey AITd A @ &

* Investments are needed in areas like data-sharing protocols, investment tracking,
workforce development, and innovation corridors under initiatives like iCET.

< iCET SI& ToIchid & dgd SeT TSI Nekhid, der AR, sfde @, 3 JaEr
TfeAY & A3er $r 3maeThar gl

Nuclear Energy as the Next Frontier
TIATY] Sl U 3Tl GHE &

» With rising electricity demand, nuclear energy can provide a firm, low-carbon source to
complement intermittent solar and wind sources.
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qael il FTPUTAT AT Fferd HT Ferelr B

* Though battery costs have fallen, nuclear energy remains essential to meet India’s net-zero
goals.

-mﬁmﬁmwga,mmaxﬁasﬁﬂaﬁﬁaﬁwmﬁ%ﬁwq@q
Foll a1

India’s Nuclear Power Goals and Challenges

R & GA] Fal oag AR Fatfoar

* India targets 100 GW of nuclear capacity by 2047, but currently it produces just over 8 GW
(2%) of its installed capacity.

« 9T T AT 2047 0% 100 FIMMEGTE IATT] &I IS AT 8, Sidfh TdHAT H Fg el 8
armare (2%) TG &TAdT T PTG &l gl

* To meet this, India must add 5-6 GW per year from the early 2030s.
38 It A & [T R $T 2030 F GUF Y YIHTT ¥ &Y Alel 5-6 Memare shsar gl

* CEEW and other studies show that achieving net zero by 2070 could require over 200 GW of
nuclear power under some scenarios.

- CEEW 3R 3% 31eggal & 38R, If& 2070 9% e ARY i e 8, a $o aRgeat
# 200 JfeTTaTe & 3fOF AT &THAT FT HTTRISAT & Fehell &

Three Pivotal Reforms Needed

it 9@ GURT & HTaRIgHdr

* Shorten deployment timelines: Reducing build time from 9 to 6 years can reduce
electricity costs by 8%.

« JardY Y FHIHAT geTC: AT AT H 9 W 6 Fuf deh T T fasrely iy dera 7 8% fir
FH 3T FHaT B

 This needs standardised designs, faster approvals, and skilled project delivery.

- 58 ToIU ATThIFd BoEa, Ae Irgated, 3R Fard aRANST fasaree 1 smaezenar gl

* Enable private sector participation: This includes credible offtakers, competitive bidding,
and long-term purchase commitments.

- st & &y Heliey A TaTH T ST FrawaT wliegr, yfawadf sifeer, sk
derfae @lig yfaeguam arfaa g
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* Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) are more viable with private capital, due to lower capex,
land need, and greater flexibility.

- T Algger Ruaex (SMR) sl (&t & @ 31fRe cqagr gl 8, Fifd gotsl &
YeieTa @, FA A IraRaFar, 3R TS aharee giar g

» These can support green steel production or meet Al-related energy demand.

- A fieT TS 3G AT Al ¥ WIftad FAT ART A G T Hehved &

* Overall capital needed for 100 GW of nuclear power is about $180 billion by 2047.
» 2047 @& 100 TTATe GRAT] FSAT o fIU ol AT Yol ST AT $180 IRA ¢ |

* India’s financial system must be rewired to support this, given current exposure of $200 billion
in the power sector.

- fosTel 817 & A & $200 3T T <A FY ST §U AR 1 el gomeh 1 g5 feem
# geT: T T gram|

» Success will depend on policy clarity, offtake and payment guarantees, tech transfer, and
waste standards.

« heral sfarat it Fasear, @lie 3R sErae AR, Tt FEATAROT, IR FW F AR
W AR A

Amending Civil Liability Law and Ensuring Safety
AR ITREIRACT Flet A TN 3 geam A Far

*» Amend the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010 to allow private investment in
nuclear energy.

- A &1f & AT anie swefca srffaws, 2010 # Gt e fash fadr i qers
ST g

* India’s indigenous reactor designs can be modularised for quicker rollout.

« HRT T Fageft Roaexr B 1 AZYER ST ST Heval & dlfes 3o¢ doit ¥ oe] far &
h|

» Holtec International has been approved to transfer SMR technology to Indian companies
like L&T and Tata Consulting Engineers.

« glIed FeTAATA I SMR deheileh TAUSEl 31X ereT Fafeesr sfaad ol iR Fafaat or
FEAART &Yl &I 3FAMT & 715 B

* India must adopt advanced waste handling and decommissioning technologies to ensure
nuclear safety.
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« AR T 3ot Fa Yaerer 3 A Tl & fAfSFaaor 1 deellent @l 9= @ifge
dTfeh ORATI] F&Tr AT & T |

* SMRs, with smaller emergency zones and air-cooling capabilities, are ideal for water-
scarce regions but require robust waste strategies.

* SMR, TSl Y ATaTasTelleT &1 3R a1y Affcelet &TAATC gicll &, STa-Weheared &= & fov
39 §, AfeT 58% T AsTqg FeRr W 3mazas ¢

* The IMF World Economic Outlook (April 2025) shows growing global uncertainty due to
trade and tariff tensions.

« IMF &1 e e afged (3rfter 2025) @R 3R Yo qamal & FROT e dfRasw
sfARaaar #r gfar gl

» A strong India-U.S. bilateral energy relationship is vital for India’s energy security and
sustainable development.

« 0T A FAT AT IR Fad RaFw & v v Aoy ara-3aie gfaveha sot d@wr
TS g

* India’s economic growth and the U.S.’s technology and capital are mutually
complementary.

- AR &1 T geftr iR AR i dig@ehr va gElt th-gaEy g &

* A resilient energy future needs long-term vision, a clear roadmap, and strong
cooperation architecture — not just short-term wins.

- U Ao Foit #fdsy & fov federfas gfe, ¥ase Ay, 3K weq@ weAer e smaeas
& — hdol deelel dTe TATCT gl ol
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Pakistan, Bangladesh and core identity questions

akistan reveals a tumultuous confluence
P of unresolved identity, ideological rigidity,

persistent reliance on proxy warfare, and
selective amnesia. Two events — seemingly
distinct but deeply entangled — have reignited the
foundational questions about what Pakistan is
and what it seeks to remain.

Events of contrast

On one front, Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff,
General Asim Munir, delivered a speech that
resurrected the ghosts of the two-nation theory,
the ideological foundation upon which
Muhammad Ali Jinnah led the movement for the
creation of Pakistan. In April, at the Overseas
Pakistanis Convention in Islamabad, Gen. Munir
declared that people of Pakistan are
“fundamentally different” from Hindus - by
religion, by tradition, by culture, and by
ambition. “Our forefathers thought we were
different in every possible aspect of life,” he
remarked, invoking the foundational narrative of
Pakistan’s birth. His language and tone were
nostalgic, divisive and arrogant — an impassioned
appeal to safeguard Jinnah’s ideological legacy
from being forgotten.

A day later, in Dhaka, Bangladesh asked
Pakistan to account for the horrors of its
disgusting past. During the first Foreign
Secretary-level talks in 15 years, Bangladesh’s
Foreign Secretary demanded a long-awaited
apology for the atrocities committed by Pakistan's
army during the 1971 Liberation War. Even
though the current regime in Bangladesh is
courting Pakistan, the demand for confession of
guilt is not merely ironic — it is a regrettable
theatre of amnesia couched as strategic
pragmatism. However, Pakistan’s role during the
birth of Bangladesh is an episode of colossal
brutality that it still echoes in the nation’s soul.
Along with the apology for a horrendous
campaign of systematic repression, Bangladesh
has reiterated its demand for more than $4 billion
in reparations — its share of undivided Pakistan’s
assets, including aid, pension funds and other
state resources.

The irony here could not be starker, perhaps
even tragic. It is a moment rich in historical
contradiction: while Pakistan’s security
establishment affirms the hypothesis that
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Pakistan’s
invocation of
the two-nation
theory must
lead it to craft
an honest
self-examination

Partition was imperative and morally justified, its
former eastern wing — once tethered by fraud
and fiction — demands accountability for the
violent consequences of that very Partition gone
awry, before formal reconciliation can be
pursued.

A theory, its reinforcement, the gaps

The two-nation theory argued that Muslims and
Hindus were fundamentally distinct
communities, defined by religious and cultural
cleavages, and, therefore, could not function
cohesively within a unified political framework
once colonial rule ended in the Indian
subcontinent. But this ideological assertion was
not just a political device; it became a deeply
embedded mythos, reinforced by the Pakistan
state through textbooks and speeches. Yet, the
theory contained its own seeds of disintegration.
When the cultural and linguistic aspirations of
Bengalis of East Pakistan were contemptuously
denied, their votes in democratic elections utterly
disrespected, and their cultural identity brutally
suppressed by the Punjabi elite in Islamabad, the
very logic of the two-nation theory turned in
upon itself.

Gen. Munir’s speech, then, needs to be
understood not merely as a reaffirmation of a
discredited ideology, but as an act of forgetting —
a deliberate effacement of South Asian history’s
inconvenient lessons. It is a return to the familiar
comforts of a useless theory that promises
certainty in a world increasingly defined by
ambiguity and fracture. But such affirmations, no
matter how forcefully delivered, do not address
the economic, political and security challenges
that Pakistan faces.

Pakistan has never formally apologised for the
atrocities against Bengalis, with successive
regimes either denying or downplaying the
violence, sometimes blaming rogue elements.
Disturbingly, Pakistan appears ready to repeat the
same pattern of repression in Balochistan,
unapologetically demonstrating similar
aggression, denial and unwillingness to engage
politically with legitimate grievances. Instead of
learning from its mistakes in East Pakistan,
Rawalpindi seems trapped in a cycle of dictatorial
responses to dissent, reinforcing the very
divisions that once led to Pakistan’s

disintegration. The ideological orientation of the
current Bangladeshi regime — emerging after
Sheikh Hasina’s ouster — represents not a
principled shift but rather an opportunistic
recalibration, driven by misguided beliefs that are
causing significant tensions within the top
echelons of the regime in Dhaka and in the
relationship between the regime and many of the
citizens, particularly as it seeks to distance itself
from India and strengthen ties with Pakistan.
Nonetheless, for most of the Bangladeshi people,
the catastrophic events of 1971 are not matters of
distant historical record; they are vivid
inter-generational memories, reinforced by the
collective trauma surrounding the nation’s birth.

So profound is the burden of this trauma that it
has driven the Dhaka regime to demand both a
formal apology and reparations from Pakistan,
even as Bangladesh signals a pragmatic turn
toward normalisation. However, the demand for
moral and material accountability is not driven
by vindictiveness, but serves as a cathartic plea
for the minimal recognition of responsibility from
the aggressor. That Pakistan continues to
withhold such recognition is indicative not
merely of ideological obstinacy, but of a deeper
pathology.

One must ask Pakistan’s hybrid regime: what,
precisely, has been gained through the repetition
of ideology at the expense of self-examination?
Has the invocation of the two-nation theory made
Pakistan more cohesive, more egalitarian, or
more at peace with its neighbours — or even with
itself? The consequential question now is
whether Pakistan can craft a national identity
rooted in its own values and aspirations, not just
in opposition to the ‘Indian other’.

The two-nation theory may have been the
genesis of Pakistan, but its emotionalism and
divisiveness make it a very poor and inadequate
guide for national action. As military tensions
escalate in the wake of Indian airstrikes on terror
camps in Pakistan following the Pahalgam terror
attack, the dangers of following the theory are
thrown into stark relief. The hybrid regime,
grappling with the riddle of the Imran Khan
phenomenon, the ongoing insurgency in
Balochistan, and strained relations with the
Afghan Taliban, can find little solace in the
obsolete concept of the two-nation theory.

Pakistan, Bangladesh and Core Identity Questions

qifahEarst, aITeeer 3 Ao ggdre & qarer

 Pakistan is caught in a conflict of unresolved identity, ideological rigidity, proxy warfare,
and selective amnesia about its past.

- IR U egasht ggd, TR Feedar, S e 3R 39 3rchid & gfay aaerens
F & Hehe H AT g3 ¢
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Contrasting Events in Islamabad and Dhaka
sEaTATEG 3T e A _Aedia geae

* General Asim Munir, Pakistan’s Army Chief, spoke at an April event in Islamabad, declaring
that Pakistanis are “fundamentally different” from Hindus in religion, culture, and ambition.

« UTRECTel o oAl S T F{AR & 3 A SEerATeIG H Toh wRishA # Fgl &
qTiehEdel & oo fegait & eet, wepfar 3k amspramait 7 “Ho w0 & Bt &

* His speech aimed to revive the two-nation theory, presenting it as a legacy of Jinnah to be
protected.

» 3ofehl HTYOT QY-Irog FAGUTA T YeTaiitae el T IR AT, [ 3egiel foreanr &1 foraa &
¥ F A=t & 9T Hel

* Meanwhile in Dhaka, Bangladesh’s Foreign Secretary demanded a formal apology and $4
billion in reparations from Pakistan for the 1971 war atrocities.

- S FHAY SR A, AU & 4 ARG o 1971 Je¥ F HATERI & fav urferear= @
sitwaie AThY 3R 4 3RT stax it arfagfed H AT A

* Pakistan’s insistence on the two-nation theory contrasts sharply with Bangladesh’s
demand for justice for the brutality of Partition and its aftermath.

« qTfehETel 1 Y-S AT W SR, aivameer A Partition 3 FIaT & fow =g & AT &
foeger faada &l

* The birth of Bangladesh directly contradicted the idea that all Muslims could form one nation,
exposing the internal cultural and linguistic divisions.

- giranger F1 AT 3 AR & faeey ar 6 @t HEAW UF T 9 Hahd @, fwd
3R wieplas AR s Rsmrert 3R gUl

Two-Nation Theory’s Internal Collapse

ar-Treg fAgeTe &1 3afis gda
* The two-nation theory claimed that Hindus and Muslims were too different to coexist, but it
failed when East Pakistan (Bangladesh) rebelled against Punjabi domination.

- 31-Trvg AT  FgT AT 6 g 3R FaeHATT sae Brewt § T @y 71dl @ @ehat, Afehet 75 39
A fatwer g1 31T STeT qaf arfredret (qreraen) o game g9Ead & f@ore faglg famar|

* Bengali votes were disrespected, identity was repressed, and cultural suppression by
Islamabad led to secession.

ST A<l T IrTe@T AT 1T, TgreeT hT GarT 1T, 3R SEATHATSIE GaRT WFFfosh SHa o
39N T ST A fea
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Munir’s Speech as Act of Forgetting

HAR HT HTIOT: STAETH T 3T T T

» General Munir's words are a deliberate act of forgetting — ignoring the lessons of history
and repeating a discredited ideology.

* STolkel HAAR T HIVOT AT STAETH Y 3T T TITH & — 3Hcilcl & Hefeh I AR 3TeTeT el
3R T rfreawelia FeaReRT & aleE|

 Such rhetoric does not solve Pakistan’s real problems — its economic, political, and
security crises.

* $H YR T ST TTfehEcel Sl HTdF, Treliiaer, 3N & Haelt Foaeansit 1 gof w61
HLdr|

Denial of 1971 Atrocities and Repetition in Balochistan

1971 % IATART ¥ $AhR AR Feffaart # GeRighy

* Pakistan has never formally apologized for the 1971 atrocities, often blaming rogue
elements instead.

« gTfehEdTe & 1971 &F rAERY & fow Faft off st & @ AT 7€) aAreht, 31k 3w 5@
39gd deal X Tt fea|

A similar pattern of repression and denial is visible today in Balochistan, indicating no
lessons learned.

* 37T A 7 3tz 3R saR &1 J6) deot fgw o1 8, fored vsc g ¢ o 1§ wah a1dt
T |

Dhaka’s Call for Apology and Reparations
arehT Y ATHY A arfargfet r amer

» Bangladesh’s demand for an apology and reparations is not about revenge, but a plea for
recognition and closure.

« SiTenger T AThY 3T arfargfet Hr Aer et & fT 18, dfcsd Aar FR Faw & v gl

* These demands stem from inter-generational trauma that remains vivid in the memory of
Bangladeshis.

« 2 1T Ryt W o 3T T I A oY ¥ S 37T 37 ST R Y TRy o MR ¥

Pakistan’s Need for Honest Introspection

gifEar & fav $AER srcAfadiator #i smaegedar

* Instead of repeating the two-nation theory, Pakistan must ask what it has actually gained
from ideological repetition.
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- Q1-TTvg RAGHI 1 AT & T NREATT T Tg TS AT o6 38 aeara # a7 g1fdrr gam
gl

» Has the theory brought peace, equality, or unity inside Pakistan or in its neighborhood?

- T 39 fAcYTd o TIfhedTsT & 3ieX AT 38 IS # 2Mfa, AT, AT ThdTl 15 72

» Pakistan must move toward an identity built on its own values, not just in opposition to India.

* TTeRETTol T HR & T & ST 319e TaF & Heal 9T TR Ig=ilet T 3T =T =gy

Two-Nation Theory: Poor Guide for Modern Policy
ar-reg e smyfas sifa & v FaaR Avtes

» The theory may explain the birth of Pakistan, but it cannot guide national policy amid modern
terror threats, regional conflicts, and internal instability.

- 75 Taeenid wifdedrer & fAsTor & sarear T Tehdl &, dfehet MY faeh mahr @y, & wu,
3R TR ITERRAT & T g TSET AN FHT ATELT FET I TehT|

* Recent events like Indian airstrikes following the Pahalgam terror attack show how
dangerous outdated ideologies can be.

* BTol T TICATY ST GgITI T §HA & d1G HRAT gaTs goel, Ig fawrd & fon queh
faRYURTT fRa=T @aweTs g Tehdlr &1

 Pakistan’s hybrid regime, struggling with Imran Khan’s challenge, the Baloch insurgency,
and Taliban ties, finds no relief in obsolete ideologies.

* TRl T HYF ATHA JOTTA, ST SHIT e Y Feilelt, Fo[ar faglg, 3R anferarer weet & 51
W &, 38 Wiet RAARURIA & F1$ Ted 781 e
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The road to regulatory reform

[GS Paper II: Governance |

ndia is unique among
emerging economies, as its
growth has been driven
primarily by services rather
than manufacturing. If you take a
cross-section of the Indian
economy from 1980 until now, the
share of manufacturing in India’s
gross value added has crept up
marginally, from 16% to 17.5%. The
share of services, however, has
gone up dramatically, from 33% to
55% of India’s gross value added.

What accounts for this unique
feature of the Indian economy?
The answer is that the brunt of
economic regulation has fallen on
manufacturing, as the factory —
rather than the call centre or
software firm — is seen as the
archetype of industry. Services, by
contrast, have been less exposed
to regulatory attention.

That, however, is changing, as
the growth of services brings them
into the limelight. To recount
some experiences in this regard: a
few years back, an inspector
visited a modern office of a service
sector company run by one of us
and demanded to see the
snake-pit (meant to trap snakes).
Arcane regulations mandate that
all establishments have one.
Recognising that hardly any
observe this stipulation in
practice, he indicated that the
demand could be made to go away
for a consideration.

On another occasion, when the
second floor of an authorised
office was being fitted out, a
consultant assured us there would
be no problem if we installed
electric connections. When we did
s0, however, the same consultant
arrived with the police, wanting to
arrest the owner for violating
regulations. It was evident that
this was an extortion ring run in
cahoots with local authorities.

Multiple similar incidents point
to the hazards of doing business in
India. When deregulation became
the theme for the 2025 Budget,
and Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced setting up
a high-level committee for
regulatory reform, that was
indeed the right priority.
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The prevailing
attitude of
regulators
towards
business
remains one of
distrust. This
bureaucratic
attitude needs
to be
transformed
into one of trust

To curb regulatory cholesterol,
the regime of inspections, checks,
and no-objection certificates
(NOCs) should be replaced by
self-certification-based approvals
and renewals, at least in low-risk
activities. The validity of licences
and approvals can be extended by
the States in line with best-in-class
practices in India and Southeast
Asia. Certified third parties can be
brought in to provide a range of
approvals, such as building plans,
labour, fire safety, and lift —
speeding up the process.

Need for reforms

For ease of doing business that
helps entrepreneurs on the
ground, factor markets such as
land and labour need to be
reformed. Land should be made
available for industrial use by
lifting restrictions and easing
regulations around land
acquisition, change of land use,
zoning, and building byelaws.

Further, full transparency
should be legally mandated on
documentation, NOCs, and
checklists needed for all approvals
and inspections. Deviations from
the official procedure made
available online should not be
permitted. A joint inspection with
prior notice should be mandated
with a common checklist and
harmonised documentation,
taking place not more than once a
year.

Technology should also be
introduced for automated
approvals and NOCs. For example,
buildings not in flight paths or
below a certain height can get an
automatic NOC from the Airports
Authority of India based on
geotagged location. A similar
approach for NOCs related to
mining, forests, railways, and
defence can be envisaged.

There is a need to go through
labour laws and the Factories Act
with a fine-tooth comb,
eliminating archaic provisions and
decriminalising other offences. A
time-bound appeals mechanism
should be instituted for
harassment cases by departments,
with consequences for overreach.

To change the culture of the
bureaucracy from one of blocking
to enabling, facilitating
investments and economic growth
should be made part of the
performance evaluation criteria of
all departments.

India needs manufacturing and
services engines to fire. And gig
work is set to be a permanent part
of this landscape. Indian labour
laws need to acquire sufficient
flexibility to accommodate this.

There are moves afoot in some
States to equate gig workers with
full-time employees and impose
overly inflexible labour laws
currently applicable to the latter
on the former. If anything, the
movement should be in the
opposite direction. If we are to
utilise India’s demographic
dividend, we cannot wish away gig
work, which offers significant
opportunities for India’s
burgeoning workforce.

Regulation that recognises the
rights and dignity of workers —
whether gig or full-time — is
essential. Such regulation should,
however, be optimal, legitimising
enterprises running on their
labour rather than placing
insuperable obstacles in their
path. The prevailing attitude of
regulators towards business
remains one of distrust. This
bureaucratic attitude needs to be
transformed into one of trust.

Essentially, India is once again
at a 1991-like moment. It carried
out successful macro-economic
reforms in 1991, and stable
monetary and fiscal policies
continue to serve it well to this
day. However, achieving the goal
of a developed India by 2047
requires stepping up the rate of
economic growth to at least 8%
annually and sustaining it at that
level, even as it rows against
strong external headwinds created
by global trade wars.

This requires deep reform at
the micro-economic level. While
external factors may be beyond
India’s control, energising the
domestic economy by removing
regulatory cholesterol is a
powerful internal lever it can pull.
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The Road to Regulatory Reform
T gur &1 e

» The attitude of regulators towards businesses is still rooted in distrust.
« foramHent 1 swaaTaT & gfer gieeaRIoT 3re ot Jrfdeare o¥ 3menRa &1
* This bureaucratic mindset must shift to a trust-based approach.

- I AlHTATE W 31 Faearwr-3menRar gffesior & seorei arige|

- Growth Driven by Services, Not Manufacturing

- a3t gERT Fferd gef, 7 fF faferator garr
* Unlike other emerging economies, India’s growth has been largely driven by services.
* 317 3 Fegaea3it & faudid, s Y geftr Feaa: Janit qarr garferd W@ 8

* From 1980 to now, the share of manufacturing in gross value added increased marginally
from 16% to 17.5%.

+ 1980 & 39 dF, WFhel Hed auiel H fATAATT hl TGEAT AN §9 § 16% F 17.5% ek §al |
* In contrast, the services sector rose sharply from 33% to 55%.

- 38 IO, Ja3it &1 &4 I ¥ 33% & 55% o FGT &

- Disproportionate Regulatory Focus on Manufacturing

- RfAAT 9T 3wAE PR eI
* Regulation in India has focused more on factories than call centres or software firms.
« IR F et o Hardl IR 310 €7 TS §, ST e Vel AT AW FIAT H |

* This skewed focus partly explains why services have thrived while manufacturing has
lagged.

* IE AT €A S ST T iAok ITEAT I & foh 4T JATT Bel-Felt STefen fafaaior Ros
|

- Regulatory Overreach in the Services Sector

- Fa1 817 A FawhT Afoks
» With the expansion of services, regulators have started targeting this sector as well.
- Fa3t F AR & 1Y, FAHE 319 57 &7 ) off e s ©
* An inspector once demanded a snake-pit in a modern office due to archaic rules.
* Teh IR U fadiete & QU el & aga o amyfae Jifew & | gwmse 1 ager i@ &
AT |
* He hinted at making the requirement “disappear” for a bribe.
« 38 38 gl & oI g hr qerener &

* In another case, officials colluded with consultants and police in extortion during a
routine office renovation.
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* U 3 AT A, HAFRET F Famgsri 3R gfew & ary e state awel #1519 v
3T 3 h1a el TgT T

- Budget 2025 and Regulatory Reforms
» g31€ 2025 IR I gur

» The 2025 Budget rightly focused on deregulation and setting up a high-level committee for
regulatory reform.

+ §1¢ 2025 & TR &9 F fAgdter-eaeler 3R Ay gur & v 3o Tl afafd o
€Tt e |

- Self-Certification and Simplified Approvals

* Inspections, checks, and NOCs should be replaced with self-certification in low-risk
activities.

« fAdiaTor, ST 31 rATARY YATOTYT (NOC) T SaH-SNTRH arelt AIfafAfarat 37 3red-wA0TeT & Scor
ST AT

* Licence validity should be extended by States as per best practices in Southeast Asia.

- ATSHH FY AT BT TAT SanT gfRror-qd e i wafaer T4t & 3THR TG/ ST AT

* Certified third parties can approve building plans, labour, fire safety, etc., to speed up
processes.

« GATOT Y 9&T AR 19T ANSTaTy, A, 33T AT 37e T Hopll &= & Wik ot gt Faelt o1

«Land and Labour Market Reforms

« 1A 3 A9 TER # UR

* Land acquisition, zoning, and building byelaws must be simplified for industrial use.

« §7fr arferargoT, & faeRor, 3T st 3ufaferat 1 3 e 3T & forT Wl ST @13 Ul

» Transparency in documents, NOCs, and inspection checklists must be legally mandated.
- gEamat, NOC, 31X fadtator Ssfaree 4 aRefRYaT ! Sl €9 & 3ifAard fhar sirer amfgu|

* Inspections should be joint, with prior notice, once a year, and follow a common checklist.
- 8107 HYF, Y& YT & TTY, W A T AR, 3R Toh FATT I AT & 3AR gl 10|

- Use of Technology for Approvals
- Tt & fow gl w1 3qaer

* Automated NOCs based on geotagged data should be introduced, e.g., for buildings below
flight paths.

- foraeer fFe arw Ser w1 3mTRd Faanfara NOC &) fahu Smet =g, Sie 3s1er Arelf & iy &
HIl & faT|

* A similar automated approach can be applied for mining, forests, railways, and defence
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clearances.

- 5 TE T FFAIAT TR Gelel, qet, Yo, IR 4T Tl o 31 wme) B o Fehar ¥

« Labour Laws and Bureaucratic Culture

* S FLT AR Al FEHTT
* Review labour laws and the Factories Act to remove outdated provisions and
decriminalise others.

« HH FTAT IR FRATAT OIS T TR X U FTTAT FY FTAT HR 3 bl IO FFT
AT AT

+ Create a time-bound appeal mechanism for cases of harassment by departments, with
penalties for overreach.

- Frarmant garT 3ediser o ATHE & Tov FHIEY It dF g TR, FSaH FAfRAFRT & grar
W& Al
* Economic facilitation should be part of performance evaluations of departments.

- 3 fder 3tk R  weaier &1 el & ygeler e &1 fewar s S anfgu|

« Recognising Gig Work in Labour Laws
« S FTe[AT A AT F & ATear o

» Gig work is now a permanent part of the Indian economy and must be recognised in labour
law frameworks.

« Forar Tt 319 TR 1 JreTaEar T FAT RERT § 3R S8 A Fef@ H AT Ao @iRv

» Some states are wrongly trying to treat gig workers like full-time employees under rigid
laws.

- 5% Uod T #ffwt F1 qoiwfas FHaial $1 avE F3 FeE! & e Al H HIRAT A E

» The correct approach is to ensure worker dignity and rights with flexible and optimal
regulations.

- HEI gfSenior Ig ¢ for #fAwT iy a1l 3k srftnt 1 arher ik s st & ary glafRaa
T ST |

« Trust-Based Regulation for Economic Growth

- 3fds R & fore [ear smaie s

» The regulatory system should support legitimate enterprises, not hinder them.
« T ATHRIRT JOTTET I AT IEIRT T TALT LT AR, o o AT |
* The prevailing distrust towards businesses must be replaced with institutional trust.

« YA & 9fa SaTea AT ) FEARTT 2 & deolelr Aig |

« A 1991-like Reform Moment for India
* qRT & fAT 1991 SHAT FUR T &70T
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* In 1991, India undertook macro-economic reforms that still benefit its economy.
+ 1991 # #Rd =¥ ST ZaTah 1Tdeh FUR T I, I 31 87 27 B Jreicaaym A1 wmet I @ &

* Achieving a developed India by 2047 requires 8% annual growth, sustained despite global
headwinds.

» 2047 T RAFRAT 9T g7 o fow gfar a¥ 8% geflr v smavgshan 8, St dRaw gatfai &
ClEE ARG Y

* This calls for micro-economic reforms, especially reducing regulatory cholesterol to boost
the domestic economy.

- 58 T Jad Il R T 5 8, v famrhrr Ffeeranst 1 wa T ee
IYSATEYT I FTcATEd el |

Legally

Yours

Manasi ( h.m(”l.lrl

JUSTIGE

vy
g

Bastions of justice: A view of the Madras High Court in Chennai. M. MOORTHY

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page3o

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

atriotic [

www.patriotici

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Reimagining access to justice and
rectifying systemic barriers

S Paper |I: Judicia:

Amid a slew of challenges faced by the judiciary, two books, one advocating for reforms in district courts, and the other democratising legal

knowledge for women, offer a roadmap to restoring public trust and advancing justice

Aaratrika Bhaumik

ublic confidence in the Indian

judiciary appears to be

wavering due to a slew of

reasons. The alleged discovery
of burnt currency notes at the residence
of High Court judge Justice Yashwant
Varma has reignited concerns over
judicial corruption and prompted several
judges to publicly declare their assets.

There is also a perception that caste,

religion, and political affiliations often
dictate judicial conduct. Recently, Justice
Shekhar Kumar Yadav of the Allahabad
High Court delivered a speech at a Vishwa
Hindu Parishad event. Meanwhile, the
continuing spectacle of “bulldozer
justice”, despite the Supreme Court
rendering such extra-judicial demolitions
illegal, further signals the increasing
pressures on the judiciary.

Rethinking judicial reforms

Amid a credibility crisis, Tareekh Pe
Justice: Reforms for India’s District Courts
(Simon & Schuster) by Prashant Reddy T.
and Chitrakshi Jain offers a timely and
critical intervention. The authors argue
that meaningful judicial reforms must
begin at the level of the district courts —
the first and often the only point of
contact for most Indian litigants. Far
removed from the grandeur of
constitutional benches, these courts often
operate from dilapidated facilities. Yet
they form the backbone of the judiciary,
adjudicating the vast majority of civil and
criminal cases across the country.

Reddy and Jain challenge the popular
narrative that a ‘resource crunch’ is the
primary affliction of the district judiciary,
manifesting in burgeoning case backlogs
and a pervasive culture of adjournments.
These visible systemic infirmities are

Reimagining
Barriers

merely the tip of the iceberg. Drawing on
anecdotal evidence, the authors echo a
concern once voiced by former Chief
Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud - that
district judges operate under the looming
threat of retribution, acutely aware that
delivering a verdict perceived as
unpalatable to the ruling dispensation
could invite Kafkaesque disciplinary
proceedings. These enquiries, initiated by
the High Courts, have routinely admitted
unreliable hearsay evidence, resulting in
the arbitrary dismissal of judges.

Culture of opacity
Even more concerning is the secrecy
surrounding these proceedings. The
authors are unflinching in their critique:
“While the judiciary has been vocal about
advocating for transparency in
government, it has remained resistant to
subjecting itself to external scrutiny.”
This entrenched culture of opacity
extends to judicial statistics. The book
raises serious concerns about the
reliability of data published on the
National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG), an
online repository launched in 2015 under
the e-Courts Mission Mode Project to
track case statuses across all levels of the
judiciary. The authors draw attention to
the NJDG’s own disclaimer, which
concedes that it does not offer verified or
authentic information. With scathing
candour, they remark, “These are strange
disclaimers for the e-courts project,
which has consumed ¥2,308 crore of
public money since its inception in 2005.”
Reddy and Jain also flag instances
where the Supreme Court has arbitrarily
invoked Article 121 of the Constitution to
withhold statistical information from
Parliament. While the provision restricts
parliamentary debate on the conduct of
individual judges except during

impeachment proceedings, they contend
that it cannot be used to insulate the
judiciary’s performance from legitimate
scrutiny. Adopting a similar adversarial
stance, the Supreme Court Registry has
aggressively litigated against Right to
Information (RTI) requests filed by
citizens seeking data on judicial delays
and other systemic limitations.

In the final sections of the book, three
radical reforms are proposed to
fundamentally reimagine the justice
system. The first involves restructuring
the judiciary to mirror the U.S. model,
with two parallel hierarchies of courts —
one to adjudicate disputes under
parliamentary law and another under
State laws. Pointing to the growing trend
of ‘tribunalisation’ as evidence that this
shift is already in motion, they argue that
such a framework would bolster
accountability by establishing clearer
chains of command. The second proposal
advocates for the reintroduction of jury
trials to foster civic engagement. While
acknowledging the additional resource
demands, the authors reason that the
potential to restore institutional
credibility and strengthen civic culture far
outweighs the marginal increase in costs.
Lastly, they underscore the importance of
procedural law in ensuring fairness and
predictability in adjudication.

Demystifying the law

Making justice truly accessible requires
not only institutional reforms but also a
concerted effort to cultivate greater
awareness of legal rights. This is
particularly crucial for women, who are
increasingly vulnerable to violence, even
within the confines of their homes. The
National Family Health Survey (NFHS)
2019-2021 revealed that 29.3% of married
Indian women aged 18 to 49 have

experienced domestic or sexual violence,
yet a staggering 87% of victims of marital
violence do not seek help. All too often,
due to a lack of legal literacy, countless
women endure abuse, exploitation, and
mistreatment in silence. Legally Yours
(HarperCollins) by Manasi Chaudhari
serves as a beacon of hope, offering
women a comprehensive resource to
understand and assert their legal rights.

Drawing on her decades of experience
as a family lawyer, Chaudhari is cognisant
that legal literacy extends far beyond
merely knowing that laws exist. It
requires a nuanced understanding of how
legal provisions can be meaningfully
applied to navigate the complex realities
of women’s personal and professional
lives. Her book offers practical insights
and actionable solutions to a range of
issues that many women confront daily:
What recourse is available if someone
threatens to leak private photos? What are
the property rights in a live-in
relationship? How can one respond to
workplace sexual harassment? What
remedies are available if an employer
unlawfully withholds maternity benefits?

Yet, Chaudhari remains mindful of her
audience, consciously avoiding the
intimidating jargon typically associated
with legal discourse. Instead, she infuses
the book with engaging elements —
Bollywood references, quizzes, and group
activities. She also debunks several
common myths: that domestic violence
only involves physical abuse and protects
only married women; that silence
constitutes consent; and that maternity
leave is unavailable to women who suffer
a miscarriage, among others.

In doing so, the book democratises
legal knowledge and empowers a crucial
stakeholder to confidently navigate a
system that too often feels alienating.

Access to Justice and Rectifying Systemic

AT T TgT N IeT: Fedal 3 Telare Jrensit HT gur

« Public trust in the judiciary is weakening due to various challenges.
* High Court judge Justice Yashwant Varma allegedly found with
burnt currency notes, raising corruption concerns.

« SATIIforeRT # Stere 1 farw Rl geifaal & FRoT FASR 8t wr
81§ FIE & ~ArATeher STew e T & 1A W STell g8 e e 1
IRT srserar $Y Rart # 91 @i
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* Many judges have begun publicly declaring their assets to counter allegations.
« % ATl & 3r9e Futer favor ardefas Far w o fear § arfen 3t #1 @set fohar s
b1

* Judicial conduct is perceived to be influenced by caste, religion, and political ties.

« 7R HRIETET i oifa, a9, 3R Tarefas et & wenfad AT ST WET e

* Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav spoke at a Vishwa Hindu Parishad event, raising
guestions on neutrality.

- SIf¥eH AW FAR I1ed - AT g aRwe & v dwrdshar & s1rwor fer, [ s fasaarar
W FaTd 35|

* “Bulldozer justice” continues despite the Supreme Court’s declaration against such
practices.

- gH FIE AR T FraTfeat FY 3rder SEUe F Sas[g " gAsteR T A H HEAT S B

Rethinking Judicial Reforms

=T FURT T IATTaR

* The book Tareekh Pe Justice by Prashant Reddy T. and Chitrakshi Jain highlights the
need for reforms in district courts, the most common contact point for Indian citizens.

- g Y331 &. 3R Rranedt a1 & gEasw e ¢ e # e FarTerat F GUR $ 3maedehdr
W SR T 73T §, S 3H AR & forw ae@ drdAwT d96 T8 |

* District courts often operate in poor conditions despite handling most civil and criminal
cases.

« FOreT =TTy 3R @ HAEATHT H FF FA §, STateh 9 3ifRenter far ik smats
ATHA FT IR F &

» Authors argue that the main issue is not just lack of resources but institutional threats
and retributive pressures.

TS Al & o5 TAEAT hae GATHAT Y FHY 787 § dfos FEARTT @a) 31K gfaeecAs garal
Frafr g

* Judges risk punishment if they deliver verdicts seen as unfavourable to the
government.

- Ffe FaraTeier aER F wfage fAvhr gord §, df 3¢ WeI 1 @ B gl

* Disciplinary proceedings often rely on unverified hearsay evidence, leading to arbitrary
dismissals.
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) AT SATAT & |

Culture of Opacity
Mg hr gEHpfa

* Judiciary advocates transparency for the government but resists scrutiny of itself.

* Tt AIHR A IRERIAT I J797 ) 8, AfheT Taa ) AR 1 fager axadr g1

* Data on the National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG) is unreliable.
- AT JFRRAT 31eT s (TARSESl) 9 3uersy s AfAvawAT £

* NJDG includes a disclaimer stating the data is not verified or authentic.

- TAABIES  Ig ENFHIT § T T g AT IHIOrS 78T &1

» ¥2,308 crore has been spent on the e-Courts Project since 2005, yet basic data is
guestionable.

+ 22,308 FU3 I UMY 2005 A §-FIEH TRANSTAT W G 6T 1S ¢, T 817 Fereqe 3mrarst &
faregueaar @egre ¢

* The Supreme Court has cited Article 121 to deny statistical information to Parliament.

- G FIE A ATedE 121 T GaAT Gehd HHG 1 TS ot & AT T &

* Article 121 bars debate on judge conduct in Parliament except during impeachment, but
authors say it cannot shield performance data.

« He[eOq 121 TG A FATATENRi AT FTAA 9T 67 FY A1 8, oAfhed @ g ¢ o Ig T&2heT
¥ AT et F) U= &1 3SR 78 & g

» Supreme Court Registry has opposed RTI requests seeking judicial data and delays.

- ot 1€ AT & RTI anfarat &1 R frar § S 7nfle srerst aitt 38 1 Seterdy Afercr
gl

Proposed Reforms to Reimagine the Justice System

AT YOTTel! Y AT 3 YT U

* First, restructure the judiciary into two parallel systems — one for Parliamentary laws,
another for State laws, like the U.S. model.

- Igll 1T & foh sATAIITAIHT Y &Y FHTATAT JUTTel & Feell ST — Ueh HHART Flefal & foIv 3R
T T FregAl & fIT, SH 3raAReT 7 far 81
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* Authors cite rising “tribunalisation” as a sign this model is already emerging.

« TG FEd & foh " FARATAFIOTHIOT" Y Sl Tl fe@Telt § fob TE Hisel Tgel & TR o T8

* Second, reintroduce jury trials to enhance civic engagement.

- S8 gt & o S grrer b1 O & & fonar ST ofrfeh aAreTRes smefierdY s @h |

* Though more resources would be needed, it can boost trust and democratic culture.
 gTelifeh S0 foT 3rftre waTere ordrel, AifereT Ig farearw 3il Awaife TEFfa 1 Hslgd
T &

* Third, strengthen the role of procedural law to ensure fairness and predictability in
decisions.

« a1 § o iharens F1etst Y (AT 1 Fored fonar ST anfes = 3R qategafaar
giAfad g ah |

Demystifying the Law
FIeTeT I THAFAT AIA FeATAT

» Making justice truly accessible requires not only institutional reforms but also a concerted
effort to create greater awareness of legal rights.

« FATT Y I H FAH TATeAT shfel FEAWTT GURT { 781, Sfch Frefelt HOFRT & a0 &
ATTEHAT 9GT & TaTSd Tarat & off Te7a g & |

* This is especially important for women, who are increasingly vulnerable to violence, even
within the confines of their homes.

- Ig 149 &7 @ AfFenait & faw Agcaqot 8, St 3 ot 3197 8 et A R & wfey sreafars
Hagerefer

» The National Family Health Survey (NFHS) 2019-2021 found that 29.3% of married Indian
women aged 18 to 49 have experienced domestic or sexual violence.

» A MRETRE FaEeT FETor (NFHS) 2019-2021 % 306K, 18 & 49 a¥ Y farfee smchar
AfFET3T A { 29.3% o1 we] AT AT AT 7 3157379 T B

* Yet, 87% of marital violence victims do not seek help.

- TORT ofY, danfeer T&AT Y R AfgaTat & @ 87% 7 A AT A

* Due to lack of legal literacy, many women endure abuse, exploitation, and mistreatment in
silence.

» AT WIERAT Y FHY & HRUT, S AfgTC M7, e 3R GEaTeR I TIATT Feeh o |
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Legally Yours by Manasi Chaudhari
AT =terd garT eerel I

* Legally Yours (HarperCollins) by Manasi Chaudhari provides a comprehensive resource
for women to understand and assert their legal rights.

« ATt Sy A HA76f 717 (FTIR Fifeew) AT T 3eTeh Fefet ATAFRT r Tz AR AT
FIA F [T Teh SqTqSH FATH JeTeT Far &

» Drawing from her decades of experience as a family lawyer, Chaudhari stresses that legal
literacy is more than just knowing that laws exist.

» Teh qTRETRE FhYeT o T F 3701 SAFT F 3T & ITUR T, el Tl § o FieeAt qrarar
T FTCISl shalol Slofeil hl ST Blell 16l o

* It means understanding how laws can be practically applied in the personal and
professional lives of women.

« STHT HY § T AT & Flefall bl Afgen3il & safaaerd AR Seraw shiaer 7 sgraeRe w9 F @
AT R ST AT &

» The book offers practical insights and solutions to everyday legal issues faced by women.
» g T HGel37 SaRT HIHAT T et arelt s Frefalt Foean3it X A gorma 3K
HATYTT FEJ X B

Common Legal Scenarios Addressed

AT Fiefsit FeAfaat forer o wahrer sterm arn 8

* What can you do if someone threatens to leak private photos?

- I P TP 3muht st T o Fer Y gmehy Ear &, Y 37T FIT = Thahr §2

* What are the property rights in a live-in relationship?

- frg-37 Rere=farT 7 |@afy srfoesr o= gia 82

* How to deal with workplace sexual harassment?

« AT # Il Icdisa FH1 HF ATHAT HL?

* What are the remedies if an employer withholds maternity benefits?

- g forerar A afafrew A% aar ¥, o surT Far &2

Accessible and Engaging Style
I AR 3rFdF Aot
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» Chaudhari avoids legal jargon and instead uses Bollywood references, quizzes, and group
activities to make the book engaging.

» e FTopeAT AregTer @ T § 3R 3Hd oI afehgs west, wearedl, 3R W afafaftat o
SYNT I & AT TETh T Jeleh TeATAT ST Teb |

» She also debunks common myths such as:

- 98 3T sifaar # oft diset €, S o

e Domestic violence involves only physical abuse.
o B T haer AR edtwor g 81

e |t protects only married women.

o IE shaol faarfea Afgemait & @ gl

e Silence constitutes consent.
o godft WAl AT ST B

e Maternity leave is not available after miscarriage.

o YT & a1 A AT Iuaree 787 g

Democratising Legal Knowledge

FIeell AT FT AFerAIHIoT

* The book democratises legal knowledge by making it accessible and relatable,
empowering women to face a system that often feels alienating.

* UG TEcToh FTefell ATA T FTYeA FATcH ¢, TSTHY ATGATY Teh TH T ohT WIEHTESH HIHAT Y Heh
I 38R 3TeT9T-AeleT HEHH 81T o

GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)

1. Indian forces hit Pakistan terror bases
AT QAT o et & ATdsard fswET 9T goaT fhar
2. India Briefs Envoys of 13 Security Council Members
AR o FR&T IRwE F 13 A0 F @l Y TSR &
3. Terror Sites Targeted by Indian Forces
HRAT Tl GaRT fARATAT AT T TAHare! fSawma
4. PMLA Ruling Review: SC Seeks Issues for
Consideration
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PMLA faroter i @raftem: gofter i€ aF fremre fagat it @mer

&Y

5. The Hindu Huddle to shine the light on rising tide of
non-communicable diseases in India

AR # Tt IX-Far et W e Fia s g g

(EL

6. Climate change is disrupting the human gut in a new
path to illness

STerarg IREde AT 3T FY Tk oI5 AAN R A A ST w@T

7. A Step Up: On India and the 2025 Human Development
Report

TH HEH FUT. AR 3 2025 AT [ Rare
8. The Road to Regulatory Reform
T gur S e
9. Pakistan’s Complex Web of Terror Networks
qTfREdlel &1 TAFATAl ACdH| BT ATC ST
10. India-U.K. Goods Trade Surged 60% in Eight Years
HRd-,&. aEd SITIR 31T a8t & 60% T
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Indian forces hit Pakistan terror bases

24 precision strikes hit infrastructure across nine
sites used to train terrorists in Pakistan and PoK

S Paper lIl: Terrorism

Dinakar Peri

NEW DELHI
n a swift and decisive
military action under
Operation  Sindoor

against terrorist infrastruc-
ture in Pakistan and Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK), the Indian armed
forces carried out 24 preci-
sion strikes on nine diffe-
rent targets within a span
of just 25 minutes in the
early hours of Wednesday.

Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh said India exer-

cised its “right to re:
to an attack on its soil, re-
ferring to the Pahalgam at-
tack, and the armed forces
“scripted history” by act-
ing with “precision, pre-
caution, and compassion”
to destroy the camps used
to train terrorists in Pakis-
tan and PoK.

The entire air defence
network has been put on
the highest state of alert in
anticipation of any coun-
ter-response from
Pakistan.

“India has demonstrat-
ed considerable restraint
in its response. However,
Indian armed forces are
fully prepared to respond
to Pakistani misadventure,
if any, to escalate the situa-
tion,” Wing Commander
Vyomika Singh said at a
media briefing during the
day, which was led by Fo-
reign Secretary Vikram
Misri.

‘Non-escalatory action’
Mr. Misri said India exer-
cised its right to act on ter-
ror targets, stressing that
the actions were “mea-
sured, non-escalatory, pro-
portionate, and
responsible”.

“The action was carried
out very thoughtfully and
in a measured manner. It
was limited only to the
camps and other infras-
tructure used for training
terrorists, with the aim of
breaking their morale,” the
Defence Minister said
while addressing the 66th
Raising Day event of the

Air defence network on ‘highest state’ of alert in
anticipation of counter-response from Pakistan

Strategic

targets

Armed forces carry
out 24 precision
strikes on targets
in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir under
Operation
Sindoor

QQ-I

PAKISTAN

TERRORIST CAMPS IN POJK & PAKISTAN

The Indian armed forces
scripted history last night...

Through Operation Sindoor

India used ight to re-
spond’ to attack on its soil
RAJNATH SINGH,

Targeted sites in Pakistan
belong to terror groups
across the border at
distances ranging from

S .

67km to 100 km

Action limited only to the camps
and infrastructure used for training
terrorists, with the aim of breaking
their morale, says Defence Minister

Defence Minister

Border Roads Organisation
(BRO).

He asserted that as per
plan, the targets were des-
troyed and no civilian pop-
ulation was harmed.

The strikes were con-
ducted between 1.05 a.m.
and 1.30 a.m. on Wednes-
day, which were an-
nounced by the Defence
Ministry shortly after that
in a statement. “No Pakis-
tani military facilities have
been targeted. India has
demonstrated considera-
ble restraint in selection of
targets and method of exe-
cution,” the Ministry said,
adding, “We are living up
to the commitment that
those responsible for the
Pahalgam attack will be
held accountable.”

Pakistan Army spokes-
person Lt. General Ahmad
Sharif Chaudhry said 31 pe-
ople were killed and 57 in-
jured in the missile strikes.

Of the 21 camps identi-
fied in Pakistan and PoK
belonging to the terror
groups  Hizb-ul-Mujahi-
deen, Lashkar-e-Taiba, and

“Precision capability’ strikes conducted
between 1.05 a.m. and 1.30 a.m. on Wednesday

Jaish-e-Mohammed, nine
were targeted, located at
distances ranging from 6
km to 100 km from the
border.

The targets in PoK are
the Sawai Nala camp and
Syedna Belal camp in Mu-
zaffarabad, Gulpur camp
and Abbas camp in Kotli,
and the Barnala camp in
Bhimber. The targets in Pa-
kistan are the Mehmoona
Joya camp and Sarjal camp
in Sialkot, Markaz Taiba in
Muridke, and Markaz Sub-
han Allah in Bahawalpur.

In remarks at the brief-
ing, Mr. Misri noted that
following the Pahalgam
terror attack on April 22,
the Government of India
“naturally” responded
with a set of initial mea-
sures, referring to the an-
nouncements on April 23,
and it was deemed essen-
tial that the perpetrators
and planners of the attack
be brought to justice.

“Despite a fortnight hav-
ing passed since the at-
tacks, there has been no
demonstrable step from

Pakistan to take action
against the terrorist infras-
tructure on its territory or
on territory under its con-
trol. Instead, all it has in-
dulged in are denials and
allegations. Our intelli-
gence monitoring of Pakis-
tan-based terrorist mo-
dules indicated that
further attacks against In-
dia were impending. There
was thus a compulsion
both to deter and to pre-
empt,” he said.

Mr. Misri said India “ex-
ercised its right to respond
and pre-empt as well as de-
ter” more such cross-bor-
der attacks.

The selection of targets
for Operation Sindoor was
based on credible intelli-
gence inputs and role of
these facilities in perpetrat-
ing terror activities, Wing
Commander Singh said
during the briefing on the
operation. “The locations
were so selected to avoid
damage to civilian installa-

To this, Colonel Sofiya

in PoK and 4 across the
International Border

Qureshi, who was also pre-
sent at the briefing, added
that the target selection
was done with due dili-
gence.

“Clinical efficiency’

The strikes on the terror
camps were undertaken
through “precision capa-
bility”, using niche tech-
nology weapons with care-
ful selection of warheads
that ensured no collateral
damage, Wing Comman-
der Singh stated. “The
point of impact in each of
the target was a specific
building or a group of
buildings. All the targets
were neutralised with clin-
ical efficiency and the re-
sults reiterate the profes-
sionalism of the Indian
armed forces in planning
and execution of opera-
tions,” she said.

Defence sources said
the majority of the targets
were hit by the Army and
the rest by the Indian Air
Force (IAF). Given that the
fighter jets did not cross
the border, the likely op-

Indian forces hit Pakistan terror bases

HRAT TAT oF IIFRTATT & ATdHAR! fSREAT 9T o fFar

- Indian armed forces carried out 24 precision strikes on 9 different
targets in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) within 25
minutes during early hours of Wednesday under Operation Sindoor.

tions exercised were Rafale
or Mirage 2000 jets with
the SCALP long-range mis-
sile and HAMMER air-to-
ground weapon.

The Army, sources said,
used precision-guided mu-
nitions and loitering muni-
tions. The Army has the Ex-
calibur  precision-guided
rounds that can be fired
from 155mm artillery guns
and has also procured sev-
eral types of loitering mu-
nitions in the past few
years. However, sources
ruled out any use of mis-
siles by the Army.

An Indian military res-
ponse has been widely ex-
pected, and senior leaders,
including Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, had reiter-
ated that the perpetrators
behind the attack would
not be spared.

These are the third such
punitive strikes against ter-
ror infrastructure in Pakis-
tan and PoK in the past de-
cade following the surgical
strikes by the Indian Army
in September 2016 after
the Uri terror attack and

Targets destroyed without harming any civilian
population, as per plan, says Defence Minister

12 J&K civilians,
one soldier killed
in Pak. shelling

SRINAGAR/JAMMU

One soldier and at least 12
civilians, three women and
three children among them,
were killed and 51 injured as
the Pakistan Army resorted to
heavy mortar shelling and
firing in four districts close to
the Line of Control in Jammu
and Kashmir on Wednesday.
Residents living close to the
border areas were gripped with
a sense of fear as casualties
rose, with the authorities
setting up temporary shelters
in Poonch, Rajouri, Baramulla,
and R.S. Pora. Officials said the
shelling impacted Balakote,
Mendhar, Mankote, Krishna
Ghati, Gulpur, Kerni, and
Poonch town, and left 42
injured. Indian Army said it was
responding in a “proportionate
manner”. » PAGE 5

the Balakot air strikes by
the Indian Air Force
against terror training
camp in February 2019 af-
ter the Pulwama terror
attack.

In a statement following
the air strikes, the Direc-
tor-General of Inter-Servic-
es Public Relations said
that all planes of the Pakis-
tan Air Force were air-
borne.

“All strikes were made
by India from its own air-
space. Pakistan will res-
pond to it at a time and
place of its own choosing.
It will not go unanswered.
The temporary pleasure of
India will be replaced by
enduring grief]” it stated.

Last week Mr. Modi had
given “complete operation-
al freedom” to the forces to
decide on the mode, tar-
gets, and timing of the In-
dian response.

(With inputs from PTI)

EDITORIAL
» PAGE 8

RELATED REPORTS ON
» PAGES 2,3,4,5,6 & 10
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o AR FUET Tl A FTRAA AT F TeT qUAR AT Goig 25 Aae d
yifahare 3R arfreare srftrpa w2 (PoK) # 9 3reer-3rerer fS&eT W 24
e gAA Tl

» Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said India exercised its right to respond to the Pahalgam
attack, and the forces acted with "precision, precaution, and compassion”.

o T&TT H3Y AT AT 7 8T o6 9IRT & YgeanH A & STare & gfaferar &1 3R g3t Har
3R T3t F " wEFdr, a3 FOM F T HEErs |

» The entire air defence network has been placed on the highest state of alert anticipating
any counter-response from Pakistan.

« OTfehEcTeT s fenefy FemTfareT Ufcifsha ahr 3TienT # YT a1 T&TT aF ITaad Adhdl T [&gic & 1@
AR

* Wing Commander Vyomika Singh said Indian forces are fully prepared to respond to any
Pakistani misadventure.

- a1 ShaATsT AT AiE o et o HRAT AT aifrearet grured 1 it ovE ¥ Ja" & &
fae R €|

Non-escalatory and Responsible Action

A-3aes 3R AR FRas

* Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri stated that the strikes were measured, non-escalatory,
proportionate, and responsible.

- fager wfa faser vl ¥ gt o gt wgfara, AR-3aers, ameqanfaes 3k fa=er 2

» Defence Minister emphasized that the action was limited only to terror training camps to
break their morale.

« T&TT FAT ¥ gt Toh HRATS Fael ATawardT yieTor RAFRY g AT 0 difes 3e7h1 AANTS drsr s
& |

* He also confirmed that no civilian population was harmed during the strikes.

* 3egiel g 1 FSE T T goel & aRret forelY oft AT e} Y Tt ¢ agan|

* The strikes were conducted between 1:05 a.m. and 1:30 a.m. on Wednesday, as per the
Defence Ministry’s statement.

* T&TT HATET o 3TN I §Hcl FUAR I 1:05 I3 ¥ 1:30 99 & o1 fhw 710

» The Ministry added that no Pakistani military facilities were targeted and the action
showed considerable restraint.
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Casualties and Targeted Camps

gargd 3k afera RifeT

» Pakistan Army spokesperson Lt. Gen. Ahmad Sharif Chaudhry stated that 31 people
were killed and 57 injured in the missile strikes.

« QIfREATST BT & YaaFdT AfFeae Fatel 3gAG TF el & garam foh AT goat & 31 dat
aﬁr#taaﬂT57an=Tum§tr|

» Out of 21 identified terror camps, 9 camps were targeted, belonging to groups like Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen, Lashkar-e-Taiba, and Jaish-e-Mohammed.

« gt AT 21 et FAfaRY 7 & o Rt A e sera o, S fsa-3@-agenfeder, deav-u-
e 3 Sher-v-AgFERe S e @ 53 2

» These camps were located between 6 km and 100 km from the India-Pakistan border.

- I AT ARa-mfFearer AT @ 6 fFat @ 100 et 1 g w Fua o

Locations of Targeted Camps in PoK and Pakistan

PoK 3R wifFreas # aféya fAafaRt & s

¢ In PoK:

e Sawai Nala and Syedna Belal camps in Muzaffarabad
e Gulpur and Abbas camps in Kotli
e Barnala camp in Bhimber

- PoK #:
o AFFHEIG H FaT$ ATel R Fagar e Rfa
o FIT A AR IR e RAfaT
o SfieT & srarer AR

* In Pakistan:

e Mehmoona Joya and Sarjal camps in Sialkot
e Markaz Taiba in Muridke
e Markaz Subhan Allah in Bahawalpur

o qifhEdreT &
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India’s Response to Pahalgam Terror Attack

g IdNH ATdhdIel gHe 9T TR 1 afafhar

* Following the Pahalgam terror attack on April 22, Mr. Misri stated that the Government of
India “naturally” responded with a set of initial measures on April 23.

-zzmaﬁgummmﬁma:aﬁ,&ﬁmﬁm%mwﬁzamﬁ
IS T ¥ YRIAF FecH o0

* He emphasized that it was essential to bring the perpetrators and planners of the attack to
justice.

. 3ogleT SR 3T & gaer F QRT3 QoaRT FF = & Feay F o= e an|

* Despite two weeks having passed, Pakistan has taken no demonstrable action against the
terrorist infrastructure on its territory or that under its control.

» &Y WEATE SNl SiTel oh STaole, UTfReatet = 379eY &1 AT frar=ror arel 8141 F rawar) e & e
FIE TISC HIATS TeT I ¢ |

* Instead, Pakistan has responded with only denials and allegations.

« SHF TSI, TR o Shd ol FAHR 3N HRT & F9me £

* Indian intelligence monitoring has indicated that further attacks from Pakistan-based
terrorist modules were impending.

« AT GIHAT THTRTEAT o 3THR, TIfrEarer-HrenRe Hrahard) ATl & 3T gl Y Feraar
ot

* This led to a compulsion to deter and preempt such threats.

-mmﬁﬁ@aﬁaﬁﬁmaﬂrmaﬁaﬁadmmgél

Operation Sindoor and Target Selection

iraereT gy 3R e =7

» Mr. Misri said India exercised its right to respond, pre-empt, and deter further attacks.

« ot FAEY & FgT fF 9IRA & wfafhar &, Vet 3R wfasT F goal F1 AT w1 1 310FR
gareT TR
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* Wing Commander Singh stated that the target selection for Operation Sindoor was based
on credible intelligence inputs.

- a1 SheATs &g o she foh AiTavereT RiY & AT ey ot Rreawaitar givar SrersY o) 3menia
|

» The targets played a role in perpetrating terror activities.

o T AT ATATITAY Y ISTH S 7 iR |

* Locations were selected to avoid damage to civilian installations and prevent civilian
casualties.

- TYTeAT T T+ e gfassmal Ft JHare 3R ARRST Y ST I e & fov o 7|

* Colonel Sofiya Qureshi added that target selection was done with due diligence.

- FheTol ENThAT HLA o SiST o T&T T FraeTaiigde 6 arm|

Precision and Execution

Hdwar 3R fAsarea

« Strikes were carried out using “precision capability”, with niche technology weapons and
carefully selected warheads to ensure no collateral damage.

« Gl ol "WEF &THAT, el Ahellehl SIAART X WIUTA! @ ol AT TRESH o ST H 375TA
e arar anfer g HeTdR FHaATT o &l

» Each impact point was a specific building or group of buildings, and all targets were
neutralised with clinical efficiency.

- & woTe foig ek FAQY SHRE A1 $ARGT 1 Wg 4T, 3R Hel et h wéhan gatan & wry s
ERIEIR

» This demonstrated the professionalism of the Indian armed forces in planning and
execution.

-sﬂ@mzrmlﬁaﬁaﬁrmaﬁtﬁmﬁﬁammagél

Role of Army and Air Force

AT 3R argAar Fr syfAwT

+ Defence sources confirmed that the majority of targets were hit by the Indian Army, while
others were struck by the Indian Air Force (IAF).

« T&TT AT & HTER, ATAFTY T&T HRAT {7 GaRT 3N 37 HRAT TYAAT (IAF) GaRT 77ee fohw
g
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* Fighter jets did not cross the border; likely used Rafale or Mirage 2000 jets with SCALP
long-range missiles and HAMMER air-to-ground weapons.

« o151, AT o WAT aR A7ET Y, Ferac: Wher A7 AT 2000 faA & SCALP wfelt gt #r
fAwTge 31 HAMMER @R-g-a1133 AR &7 393ier fama o)

* The Army used precision-guided munitions and loitering munitions, including Excalibur
rounds fired from 155mm artillery guns.

o T & FF AT afRAART 31T Hee arer eRAARY &1 392197 fomam, foas 155 fae al @
&1 ATeY arer Excalibur ek anfde |

* However, no missiles were used by the Army.

« gTelT{eh, TeAT AT 1S FRAT T 39T AT o 72|

Political and Strategic Context

TST=Ifas 3T Torfas deer

* A military response from India was widely expected after the attack.

« U gHA & dIG HRA T Ao gfafshar Y saras T A 379871 61 517 8T A

* Senior leaders, including Prime Minister Narendra Modi, reiterated that the perpetrators
would not be spared.

* FUTAHA g A AT IS A3 o Qe i Qi #r gt sst seen|

* This was the third punitive strike by India in the past decade, following:

Surgical strikes in September 2016 after the Uri terror attack.
Balakot air strikes in February 2019 after the Pulwama attack.

- I WS T e H A\l sare Fars o, 8 ggo:
fRdax 2016 # 38 gAA & a1C AoTH FEEH|
HE 2019 H YATAT §AA & d1G TATHIC T TI5F |

Pakistan’s Reaction

qrferEdreT Y afafhar

» Pakistan’s Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) stated that all planes of the Pakistan Air
Force were airborne.

« TRl T $eX-Hidsr qfeers R (ISPR) o &gl f& qrfdrear arga=r & weft e gar &
O

Page43
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* ISPR claimed that all strikes by India were from its own airspace.

« ISPR & grar fanarm foh #1Rel @anT fohw 71w wsft goret 3rdet argeis @ fohe arv|

 Pakistan warned that it will respond at a time and place of its choosing and said India’s
“temporary pleasure” will be replaced by enduring grief.

» TRt o AcTaal & o o Jraer gt gT wora 3R FuTeT W Srare &am 3R er o e
"&Tfor gl Turdt g@ F Fga JTeah|

Prime Minister’s Directive

QeI &7 fAer

» Last week, Prime Minister Modi gave the forces “complete operational freedom” to choose
the mode, targets, and timing of the response.

- Rroer gedre, T /G A AT 1 qot aRE=Tee Fadasar & 6 9 wfafear w1 adien, qea
3R T T AT R
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India briefs envoys of 13
Security Council members

Foreign Secretary conveys details of military strikes to them as part of a larger strategy to counter

Pakistan at the UNSC 1267 terror listing and FATF; Misri denies that India has escalated tensions

|IGS Paper lil: IS |
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia’s strikes on Pakis-
l tan were not an esca-

lation, but a “res-
ponse” to the Pahalgam
terror attack, Foreign Se-
cretary Vikram Misri told
envoys of 13 of 15 countries
in the United Nations Se-
curity Council.

Pakistan’s envoy was
not invited to the briefing
held at South Block hours
after India’s action, but in-
cluded China’s envoy Xu
Feihong. Sierra Leone was
not present at the meeting
as it does not have an en-
voy here.

In New York, the Indian
Permanent Mission is
reaching out to the UNSC
members,  government
sources said.

During the meeting, Mr.
Misri reiterated that India’s
response to the “barbaric”
Pahalgam terror attack in
which 26 were killed were
“targeted, measured and
non-escalatory”, and
aimed at deterring and
pre-empting more attacks
being planned against In-
dia. He said that by “shield-
ing” The Resistance Front
(TRF), by insisting on its
omission from the UNSC
resolution released last
week, Pakistan had itself
escalated the situation. In-

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri says Ind|a will respond to any
military escalation by Pakistan after Operation Sindoor. FILE PHOTO

dia would respond to any
military escalation by Pa-
kistan at this point, he
added.

According to sources,
the Foreign Secretary was
asked a number of ques-
tions about the operations
in the early hours of Wed-
nesday, from the envoys of
countries such as China,
France, Russia, the UK.,
and the U.S. and non-per-
manent members Algeria,
Denmark, Greece, Guyana,
Panama, South Korea, Slo-
venia and Somalia.

He denied suggestions
that India had “escalated
tensions” as the strikes
were a response, and said
India’s objectives of target-
ing nine sites had been
met.

In particular, when
asked by U.K. High Com-

missioner Lindy Cameron
about whether Indians had
targeted civilians in mos-
ques that were damaged,
Indian officials said that
the targets were terror
camps that were inside
larger complexes.

According to diplomatic
sources, Mr. Misri was also
asked about damage to In-
dian military and civilian
infrastructure, to which he
replied that it was “too ear-
ly to tell”.

The special briefing is
believed to be a part of a
larger strategy to reach out
at the UN’s top body, to
thwart moves by Pakistan,
a non-permanent elected
member for 2025-26, that
has permanent member
China’s support, from
holding any meetings or is-
suing statements that hurt

India’s interests, and to
hold the TRF and other
groups in Pakistan to ac-
count on UN forums, in-
cluding the 1267 commit-
tee for terrorist
designation, and the Fi-
nancial Action Task Force
(FATF) that looks into ter-
ror-financing and money
laundering among mem-
ber States.

Earlier, briefing the me-
dia at Delhi’s National Me-
dia Centre, Mr. Misri had
recounted in detail how In-
dia had raised the issue of
Pakistan’s support to the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and the
TREF, its front outfit, at va-
rious UN-linked forums.

As The Hindu had re-
ported, Pakistan, with sup-
port from China, had en-
sured the UNSC statement
draft on the Pahalgam at-
tack issued on April 25 was
watered down, and insist-
ed on omitting reference to
the TRF, and changed a
sentence that asked mem-
bers to cooperate with the
“Government of India” to
“all relevant authorities”
for the investigation into
the attack in Jammu and
Kashmir.

“Pakistan’s pressure to
remove references to TRF
in the April 25 UN Security
Council Press Statement is
notable in this regard,” Mr.
Misri said.

India Briefs Envoys of 13 Security Council Members
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R & GaT IRYE & 13 21t & gl Y ATTHRY &

- Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri informed envoys of 13 out of 15
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) members about India’s
military strikes on Pakistan.

« fder wfere Rwer Al & wgerer Trsg et aRwe (UNSC) & 15 7 & 13
@it & gl Y NiFEATT I R 1 AT FIEATS Y ATTHRT ol

* The strikes were described as a response to the Pahalgam terror attack and not an
escalation.

* 3 gHcl Sl TIFEIIITH HTch! AN I T ThAT IATAT 373, o foh AITa TETel aTell g H |

» Pakistan’s envoy was not invited, but China’s envoy Xu Feihong attended the briefing.

 UTRETeT & e T FlaT w1gt feram a1, ifchet et & g o P Soh A AT g

 Sierra Leone was absent as it does not have an envoy posted in India.

- R forier 1 3repafeufar W ifes 91Ra 7 30 1% g Hisyg 761 &1

» The meeting was held at South Block, hours after India’s military action.

* TE IS AR T Yo HATS o $S 8l el d1e VI3Y salidh 7 IS T TS|

* In New York, the Indian Permanent Mission is also reaching out to UNSC members.

- 7R H, AR T TATA AereT 8 UNSC Tl & Hueh Y T 8|

India’s Stance on the Strikes

R FT T VT FIATE FY AHT

» Mr. Misri said the strikes were targeted, measured, and non-escalatory, aimed at deterring
future attacks.

- fAEt o gt T IE FaTs s W Hia, At 71 3tk -39 o, oreT e diasg &
gHell oY eheT B

* He blamed Pakistan for shielding The Resistance Front (TRF) by having it omitted from the
recent UNSC resolution.

« 3egiol qIfFEATe TR 3R o7 i 39 81ferar UNSC 9EdTd & TRF (& YREEH %e) FT a1
gearhl 38 9T Y Hifer A

* He stated that if Pakistan escalates militarily, India would respond accordingly.

« 3781 gl o 3R IIfhEdre T T 9T dATd 91T &, di AR oY sara &9m|
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Questions from UNSC Members
UNSC H&¥a1 gaRT g8 1T Harel

* Questions came from envoys of China, France, Russia, the UK, the US, Algeria, Denmark,
Greece, Guyana, Panama, South Korea, Slovenia, and Somalia.

« HATeT YO dTeil # e, BI, T, Iab, JUH, ot AT, SeTATE, A, IJ[ATT, T=1aT, Sfaror :fan,
Ferafar st aenfaar & g anfae

* When UK High Commissioner Lindy Cameron asked about mosque damages, Indian
officials clarified that targets were terror camps within larger complexes.

» ST Ik Y g1$ FHideart fAE Foar o Aivarel & a1 ol Farer foham, ot IR
TRIRET & Tose fham i o1e T 92 Rt # feua smadhr fAfaR

* On being asked about damage to Indian military and civilian infrastructure, Mr. Misri said it
was too early to tell.

» IR W7 IR AR BT Y GO FHA TR IS T Falel R A o e 6 arsft o Fgar
Socarel g1

Strategic Intentions Behind the Briefing

SATASRRT g & NS &1 orifas A

* The briefing is part of a broader strategy to counter Pakistan and China at the UNSC and
FATF.

* IE SAeThRT AT UNSC 3 FATF # uifrearer 3R =t o1 FohTarell el i sa1deh 0Ty &1
fRear gl

» Pakistan, with China’s support, aims to block meetings or statements at the UNSC that
could harm India.

- GIfREAT, e & AT T, UNSC F 0Rd & FAATE d5d I1 41T Aehot T HIFA IR @I

* India is pushing to hold TRF and other Pakistani groups accountable at the UN 1267
Sanctions Committee and FATF.

« {IR UN 1267 gfaeer afafa 3t FATF 7 TRF 3 aiferearer & 3 @@l 1 Siarecs e &t
IR T BT &

India’s Previous Steps at the UN

HYFA S 7 R HT qdacll FRArgAl

* Mr. Misri earlier briefed the media about India raising Pakistan’s support to Lashkar-e-Taiba
and TRF at various UN forums.
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« TR & gge AT Y I 7 AR o TAfFT UN FIT oX rea-v-39er 31X TRF &Y wifFedrnt
SaRT GHY o T Heal 3o T & |

* On April 25, the UNSC statement on the Pahalgam attack was watered down due to
Pakistan and China’s pressure.

« 25 37 T IIEH gHS T UNSC T SI7T UIfhEdrs 31T D & ga1d & FRUT FAAR FT fodT
T AT

» References to TRF were removed, and the line asking members to cooperate with
Government of India was changed to “all relevant authorities”.

« TRF &7 fore geT fem a4, 31K ey &2if & A TIhR & T AT 3 drell Ifdd ol

» Mr. Misri emphasized that removal of TRF references in the April 25 UN statement is a
notable instance of Pakistan’s efforts to shield terror groups.

o T 3 SR ST hgT TP 25 318 & UN 1T A TRF & 3ea@ &) 8eT6T, UTfehedTel T 3TaehT
HHGT Y TETA Y FIAL FT IeA@AT 3L ¢ |
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Terror sites targeted by Indian forces
linked to JeM, LeT, Hizb-ul-Mujahideen

Outfits and their leaders, variously named by probe agencies, UNSC. and the US., have masterminded a series of terror attacks in India over the years;
Muzaffarabad and other locations where the Indian defence forces have struck, serve as ‘launching pads’ for terrorists, according to agencies
BSPaperii’s ]

Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELHI

he terrorist bases
targeted by the In-
dian armed forces

in nine locations in Pakis-
tan and Pakistan-occupied
Jammu & Kashmir (PoJK)
early on Wednesday have
been linked to the Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT), Jaish-e-Mo-

hammed (JeM), and
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen.
Indian investigation

agencies said the JeM'’s ter-
rorist recruitment and
training base in Bahawal-
pur in Pakistan was set up
soon after the outfit’s for-
mation in March 2000 by
Masood Azhar in the
months following his re-
lease along with two others
by India in exchange for
the passengers and crew of
the 1C-814 flight hijacked
on December 24, 1999.
The outfit has master-
minded a series of terror
attacks in India, including
the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly car blast in Oc-
tober 2001; Parliament at-
tack in coordination with
the LeT on December 13,
2001; the Pathankot air-
base attack in January
2016; and the Pulwama sui-
cide bombing on February

Remains of the day: A private security guard walking through the rubble of a building damaged in an
Indian missile attack in Muridke, a town in Pakistan's Punjab province, on Wednesday. AP

14, 2019 in which at least
40 Central Reserve Police
Force personnel were
killed, prompting the In-
dian forces to launch the
Balakot air strike 12 days
later.

The anti-terrorism Unit-
ed Nations Security Coun-
cil (UNSC) 1267 Committee
had listed Azhar in May
2019, while the JeM itself
was sanctioned back in
2001.

On May 1, 2019, the U.S.

Department of State wel-
comed the listing and not-
ed that Azhar “has been
responsible for numerous
terrorist attacks and is a se-
rious threat to regional sta-
bility and peace in South
Asia”.

“JeM was designated by
the U.S. as a Foreign Terro-
rist Organisation and Spe-
cially Designated Global
Terrorist (SDGT) in 2001
and has been listed by the
UN since 2001. The United

States also designated Az-
har as an SDGT in 2010,”
the U.S. Department of
State had said.

The LeT
Co-founded in 1987-88 by
Hafiz Saeed, the LeT has its
headquarters in Muridke
near Lahore. Its parent or-
ganisation is Markaz al Da-
watul Wal Irshad, later re-
named Jamaat-ud-Dawa.
Apart from the 2001 Par-
liament attack, the LeT

Terror Sites Targeted by Indian Forces

HRAT Tl GaRT fARATAT AT T TAFHaTE fSHrat

- The terrorist bases targeted by the Indian armed forces at nine
locations in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Jammu & Kashmir
(PoJK) are linked to Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM),

and Hizb-ul-Mujahideen.

The JeM training
base is in
Bahawalpur and LeT
headquarters

is in Muridke

was behind the October
2005 Delhi blasts series in
which over 60 people were
killed; the July 2006 Mum-
bai train blasts in which
more than 200 people
were killed; and the 26/11
Mumbai attacks in Novem-
ber 2008 that claimed 166
lives. The outfit also mas-
terminded the Uri Army
base attack killing 19 sol-
diers in September 2016,
the probe agencies found.

Thereafter, Indian forc-
es had conducted surgical
strikes against “terrorist
launchpads” across the
Line of Control (LoC).

In May 2005, the UNSC
1267 Committee had sanc-
tioned the LeT on the
charge that it had connec-
tions with the Islamic State
in Iraq and the Levant, the
Al-Qaeda, and associated
entities. Saeed was listed
on December 10, 2008,
along with several other
key LeT terrorists.

The U.S., on November
24, 2017, expressed deep

concern that Saeed had
been released from house
arrest in Pakistan. “LeTis a
designated Foreign Terro-
rist Organisation responsi-
ble for the death of hun-
dreds of innocent civilians
in terrorist attacks, includ-
ing a number of American
citizens. The Pakistani go-
vernment should make
sure that he is arrested and
charged for his crimes,”
the U.S. said. In May 2008,
the U.S. Department of the
Treasury named Saeed an
SDGT.

Hizb-ul-Mujahideen
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen  has
had its headquarters in Mu-
zaffarabad, PoJK, and was
founded in 1989 by Mu-
hammad Ahsan Dar. Its
current chief is Syed Sala-
huddin.

It mainly operates in J&K
and was very active in the
1990s. Its “commander”
Burhan Wani was killed in
south Kashmir during an
encounter with the securi-
ty forces in 2016. Muzaffa-
rabad, besides the other lo-
cations where the defence
forces have struck, acts as a
“launching pad” for terro-
rists against India, accord-
ing to Indian probe agen-
cies.

o ST Y FAET JATHT SART qTFEATeT I I1eh-HfeFa FTF-FAR (PoIK)
# 9 T I Y ITAHT FSFT AT a10 77T §, § oTRFT-v-oar (LeT),

AT-T-AEFAT (JeM) AR Reger Foneder & 573 &

» JeM's recruitment and training base in Bahawalpur, Pakistan was established soon after
its formation in March 2000 by Masood Azhar, following his release after the IC-814 hijacking
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in December 1999.

- FETAEAYR, TIRFEATST 3 AETH 7 it I TRARTOT Fr AT 2000 3 AYG G GIRT HMST
TATYAT & T S16 ST 317 AT, ST 38 feway 1999 # 1C-814 Faamer 3raeor & a1 Rer 3 araw
o

» JeM has masterminded major terror attacks including the J&K Assembly blast (October
2001), the Parliament attack (13 December 2001), the Pathankot airbase attack (January
2016), and the Pulwama suicide bombing (14 February 2019) that killed at least 40 CRPF
personnel.

« SSUA o FF-FHR Femerae fRAewie (3ragat 2001), HHE g7 (13 REET 2001), TTahie
T FHAT (ST 2016) 3R GeraraAT AT gHeT (14 HIEL 2019) Higd S a9 §Ha I
arforer Y, S TH &7 & F7 40 mmmma@agcal

» The Balakot air strike was carried out by Indian forces 12 days after the Pulwama attack.

» JIdTAT A & 12 e 918, #RA Fal F FTerhle TR FLEF I |

* The UNSC 1267 Committee listed Masood Azhar in May 2019; JeM was sanctioned in
2001.

« §YFA TS FI&T IRYG (UNSC) 1267 WIATY &7 7§ 2019 # AHE 3ra7e< &1 Faaey fonarm, e
SISUA & 2001 H gfasfad o arar a|

» The U.S. Department of State welcomed the listing, calling Azhar a serious threat to
regional stability and peace in South Asia.

» 3TARHT Freer AT o 58 FRICUAT T TN I U 3TSTeR T GfaToT TRIAT # 4=y Retar
3R enifar & fore arsfic @er sam|

» JeM was designated a Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) and Specially Designated
Global Terrorist (SDGT) by the U.S. in 2001, and Azhar was listed as SDGT in 2010.

« SISTH I AR gaRT 2001 F faeedt srdward) s (FTO) 3R fady ¥ & anfaa dRaw
ATAHardl (SDGT) Gl forar aram 2, 31R 3r51gT &l 2010 H SDGT g fomar ar|

Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
ARHT-U-JIET (LeT)

* LeT was co-founded in 1987-88 by Hafiz Saeed, and is headquartered in Muridke near
Lahore.

 TT9hY-T-cIaT I FUTIAT 198788 H g1fhr e qanT 1 a1$ o, IR sHehT HETTeT R F I
ARGF 7 Fud B
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* Its parent body is Markaz al-Dawatul-Wal-Irshad, later renamed Jamaat-ud-Dawa.
* SHeT FHol HEAT A HA-Gad-Td-3UTE &, IS0 916 A TATA-34-G14T A1 T 91|

* LeT was involved in several major attacks: Parliament attack (2001), Delhi blasts (October
2005) killing 60+ people, Mumbai train blasts (July 2006) killing 200+, and 26/11 Mumbai
attacks (November 2008) killing 166.

« TR A S T3 §HA Y 3T AT HHE gHT (2001), el eraATa (3reFeax 2005) fHEH 60+
ANT AR T, FAS ST AT (FAT$ 2006) TSTFH 200+ WY AR T, 3R 26/11 HIE gHT (AR
2008) TTa#H 166 & AR 3T

* LeT also carried out the Uri Army base attack (September 2016) killing 19 soldiers.
« T2 o 38 Q41 R 9T go1er (Rdew 2016) off forar, ST 19 ﬂﬁa:e@agtrl

* In response, India conducted surgical strikes across the Line of Control (LoC).

« ST% AT H AR o fAI=oT I@T (LoC) F IR AfSihel T8 H|

» The UNSC 1267 Committee sanctioned LeT in May 2005 for its links with ISIS, Al-Qaeda,
and affiliates.

« UNSC 1267 |fAfar ¥ 7§ 2005 # o1& &1 (SIS, 3e-H1IeT 3N 36H 53 Haro=1 § HEY &
ITYR W Ffaafed fea|

» Hafiz Saeed was listed by the UNSC on 10 December 2008 along with other LeT leaders.
- §1fsT TS 1 10 fAHET 2008 FI 31 T2HT A3 o A1 UNSC GaRT Heeyr foma arm &

» On 24 November 2017, the U.S. criticized Pakistan for releasing Saeed from house arrest,
stating that LeT was responsible for killing hundreds of civilians, including Americans.

« 24 AGEY 2017 FT IARFT o F3H 3IRNTE W TS AT N@1$ g urferedres 1 3maraar 6 331 &ar 5

e At AR, 518 AR oft anfAer &, i g1 1 oFeR &1

» The U.S. Department of the Treasury designated Saeed as an SDGT in May 2008.
« AN & AW 7 AF 2008 H TS FF SDGT G fohaT|

Hizb-ul-Mujahideen
fesg Fenfed=

* Hizb-ul-Mujahideen was founded in 1989 by Muhammad Ahsan Dar and is headquartered in
Muzaffarabad, PoJK.

- ST FATTRENT T TUTIAT 1989 H RgFHAS HFHT SR o T AT 3R g8h! o
HAuzaffarabad, PoJK & &1
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* Its current chief is Syed Salahuddin.

* SHHT AT THY G FA3EEA ¢ |

* It mainly operates in Jammu & Kashmir, and was very active in the 1990s.
* g FTT §F H TFEA-HHAR H AhT § 3R 1990 & eI # g Alsh T

* Its commander, Burhan Wani, was killed by Indian security forces in 2016 in South
Kashmir.

» SHh FHTST, FIGTT dTelt, T 2016 F FAVOT FRAR & HRCAT FI&T Telt 7 AR |

* Muzaffarabad, along with other sites targeted by Indian forces, acts as a “launching pad” for
terrorists, as per Indian probe agencies.

» TR ST TSI o 38R, Auzaffarabad 3R 3w ofed T Arahariedl & “difeddr ¥s”

PMLA ruling review:
SC seeks issues
for consideration

[GS Paper 1ni: 1S

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday gave petition-
ers seeking a review of its
July 27, 2022 judgment that
upheld amendments to the
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA), 2002,
the liberty to propose is-
sues in consultation with
the Centre’s top law offic-
ers, who raised objections.
The 2022 verdict gave
the Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) broad powers of
arrest, summons, and
search. It also placed the
burden of proving inno-
cence on the accused, rath-
er than the prosecution.
Appearing before a
three-judge Bench of Jus-
tices Surya Kant, Ujjal
Bhuyan and N. Kotiswar
Singh,  Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta, represent-
ing the Centre, said the re-
view must be limited to
two issues — the right of
the accused to a copy of
the Enforcement Case In-
formation Report (ECIR)
and the reversal of the bur-
den of proof. The court
had earlier restricted the
review to these points, and
the Centre filed an affidavit
confirming this, which the
petitioners did not oppose.
However, senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal, for the pe-
titioners including Karti

The 2022 verdict

gave the agency
extensive powers
of arrest, summons,
and search

Chidambaram,  pointed
out a conflicting judgment
by a coordinate Bench
headed by Justice A.S. Oka,
which ruled ECIR copies
must be shared with the
accused.

Conflicting judgment
Mr. Sibal said the review, in
the light of Justice Oka’s
conflicting judgment, must
go to a Constitution Bench
for an  authoritative
pronouncement.

Justice Kant remarked
that Mr. Sibal’s submis-
sions suggested a complete
recall of the 2022 judg-
ment. The Bench asked
him to instead broadly sug-
gest issues in consultation
with Mr. Mehta and Addi-
tional Solicitor-General SV.
Raju and place it before the
court first for its considera-
tion. The court fixed the
case for firming up the is-
sues on July 16. It then
scheduled the case for final
hearing of arguments on
August 6, and if necessary,
on August 7.

The petitioners argue
the 2022 judgment violates
basic rights of the accused.

F TG H FH AT B

PMLA Ruling Review: SC Seeks Issues for
Consideration

PMLA faotar i gaflem: gfier #I€ & faamrd
fargait <y axer <y

- The Supreme Court on Wednesday gave
petitioners the liberty to propose issues for review
of its July 27, 2022 judgment upholding
amendments to the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002.

» FUAR Y FHH FIC F AAFTHATIT HT 27 TS 2022
& 39T frot 1 wAletr & Fag TeaTiad FIa
Taaadr &, 5w g e fAaror sfafaws (PMLA),
2002 H AT Y STHIR IT@T 4T AT

* The petitioners were allowed to consult with the Centre’s top law
officers, who had raised objections.

» FTTARTRATHT T ey o N FTefet IrfrwTRAT & TR 1 rgAfaT &
Tré"i iEIrE:IEI 3"qiilqw| 3|E||§ 2ﬁ|

* The 2022 verdict granted broad powers to the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) such as arrest, summons, and search.
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« 2022 & AT 5 yade fAgemed (ED) FI PRwar, ¥aa 3R qeneft 5 samaes 3iffeR v
fru|

* It also placed the burden of proving innocence on the accused, instead of the prosecution.

- 3 gy Rager w3 &1 R 3RS i gomyr 3mdY 93 31eT 71|

» The three-judge Bench included Justices Surya Kant, Ujjal Bhuyan, and N. Kotiswar
Singh.

- dlter-wamareftel i s 7 FArefet gEF, Ioead AT, 3R . Fifeeaw RE anfder 3

* Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, representing the Centre, said the review must be limited to
two issues:

e Theright of the accused to a copy of the Enforcement Case Information Report
(ECIR).
e Thereversal of the burden of proof.

« o, Y T A IR §U AIARAET STl IR AT A e o FHIET Shael &) Heel deh
AT B Tfge:

o IR &1 HAFR 3 38 ECIR (Faelet Y01 Faem RulE) S gfer & s

*  YHIT FT #R T F Heal|

» The court had earlier restricted the review to these points and the Centre filed an affidavit
confirming this, which the petitioners did not oppose.

- FIE 7 g @ FANGT 1 37 TG h AT T Taam a1 3R &gy F Teh gABaAraT SRR T SHR
gfte &, foraert rfemrendiait = faxier w76t fama |

* However, senior advocate Kapil Sibal, representing petitioners including Karti
Chidambaram, referred to a conflicting judgment by a coordinate Bench led by Justice
A.S. Oka.

« gTerifen, aitss ARgFar Fa Read, S F1fd ReEaHT afiga TRt &1 safafRca st R
9, o AR T.OH. JHHT & fed arell FATT s ganT T 71w e faokr &1 seerg famar|

» That Bench ruled that ECIR copies must be shared with the accused.

« 39 1 o [AuTT fer fop ECIR &Y wfaam 3ot &t & S anfged

* Mr. Sibal argued that due to this conflicting judgment, the review must go to a Constitution
Bench for an authoritative pronouncement.

« &Y fQeaor & I T foF =8 R ot & wron, geer = gdufas s & 9ra AT Sier
IR AT IS FTATOTR Aoty 3m Tah |
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The Hindu Huddle to shine the light on rising
tide of non-communicable diseases in India
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» Justice Surya Kant remarked that Mr. Sibal's submission appeared to suggest a complete
recall of the 2022 judgment.

« TS GAFI o feoqolt i fob A [fserer 1 geitel 2022 F ooty i it avE & ATt o1 Tohet
SIS

» The Bench asked Mr. Sibal to broadly suggest issues in consultation with Mr. Mehta and
Additional Solicitor-General S.V. Raju, and place it before the court first.

- 115 o At flsarer ¥ gt fa g 4 Agar 3R srfaRera Aifafley see vadY. 9 § A &
& gt FT TFara W 3R T8l 37¢ 3MaTeld & T |

* The court scheduled July 16 for finalising the issues.

* 31GTeId o 16 S[ATS I AGET 1 AAH T 4ot T T T H

» The court set the case for final hearing of arguments on August 6, and if necessary, on
August 7.

* 3TCTeId = 38 ATH T IfaH Faars & Tov 6 I, 3R 3TaRTF g W 7 39Fd 1 ARG g
cof

* The petitioners claim that the 2022 judgment violates the basic rights of the accused.

« ITfAeRTehclTHT o1 Fgetl & o 2022 T ool IRIRAT F Ao 3AFRY 1 IodasT AT |

The Hindu Huddle
to shine the light
on rising tide of
non-

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

riences, and possible solu-

tions for the way forward.
While Preetha Reddy,

executive  vice-chairper-
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Health Organization, there
are an estimated 77 million
people in India above the
age of 18 who are suffering
from diabetes (type 2) and
nearly 25 million are pre-

diabetic (at a higher risk of

developing diabetes in
near future). That is proba-
bly the largest part of the
non-communicable diseas-
es (NCD) pie. Add to this
the number of people with
hypertension, stroke, can-
cer, cardiovascular disease
and chronic lung disease
and the actual position is
truly staggering.

NCDs occur because of a

/ B
combination of factors —

primarily changing lifes-
tyles, environmental fac-
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= Realty partner:
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= Broadcast partner: Times Now
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tors, and genetics — and
have grown to a huge pro-
portion in the country. The
messaging, therefore, is
that interventions have to
be immediate, and effec-

tive, both in terms of

launching treatment as
well as prevention strate-
gies.

A session at The Hindu
Huddle, which will be held
in Bengaluru on May 9 and
10, titled “Non-communic-
able diseases: Trojan horse
of India’s health”, seeks to

discuss the multiple di-
mensions of India’s NCD
‘epidemic’ and evaluate
strategies that may be de-
ployed by the public and
private health sectors to
ensure that the tide is
stemmed and that all those
who already have NCDs
have access to treatment
and affordable healthcare.
On the panel are three key
experts from India who
stand at various points of
the care paradigm. They
will share real-time expe-

Fortis C-DOC Hospital for
Diabetes and Allied Scienc-
es, brings to the table
avant-garde research in the
sector and experiences
from close patient interac-
tions. Chandrakanth Laha-
riya wears many hats, but
will participate as some-
one who keenly watches
the health systems of the
country and a sagacious
policy adviser. The session
will be moderated by Ra-
mya Kannan, Health Editor
and Chief of Bureau, Tamil
Nadu, The Hindu.

If you have any ques-
tions that you would like
the moderator to ask the
panellists, write to hud-
dle@thehindu.co.in

R A Todt IR-
TR AR )
€T Ffgad FM G
feqes
* India has the
highest number of
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people living with diabetes in the world, with an estimated 212
million cases in 2022.

o AR A gfAar & wad e Aeag @ NizT oy §, S wear 2022
# arefaTfare 212 fAfaer ot

* According to the World Health Organization, around 77 million people in India above the
age of 18 are suffering from type 2 diabetes.

- freT FaTee Watee & 3TUR, R # 18 a¥ & 3l 337 F eramsrer 77 AfAger aver egw 2
AYAT @ N3 &

* Nearly 25 million people are pre-diabetic, meaning they are at a higher risk of developing
diabetes in the near future.

» 318797 25 ATt wier qd-wy A i [ Tufa & €, Il [Aene oifasy & 7yAg g o1 3= f@s
gl

* Diabetes forms the largest part of the non-communicable diseases (NCD) segment in India.

« FAYAT HRA H I-FarY AT (NCD) & &1 7 Had 3T REaT a7l B

* When combined with hypertension, stroke, cancer, cardiovascular diseases, and chronic
lung diseases, the overall NCD burden becomes truly staggering.

« 519 SHH gT§ 5018 W, FIF, FaX, g&d W, 3R dreipifored Fwst Hr AiATRET F1 Ssr J1ar g, ar
IR-HERY At T ol SISy aTEad H Aeprer arel 81 STl

Causes and Concerns

HRT 3R Rame

* NCDs are caused due to a mix of changing lifestyles, environmental factors, and genetic
predispositions.

« IR-FARY a1t 7 HROT Agerelt haerdtel, waiaRoir FRF, 31 srTaRe wgfar g §

» These diseases have expanded to a huge scale in India.

-ﬁaﬁmﬁﬁmﬁagaa?wwﬂm@%ﬂ

» Therefore, immediate and effective interventions are required for both treatment and
prevention.

- 3T, 37 SATRAT & forw acwrer 3R gt gTaalq T 3TaTHdT 8, FelTer 3 AFATH el &
o
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The Hindu Huddle Session
g fog gt W

* A session titled “Non-communicable diseases: Trojan horse of India’s health” will be held
at The Hindu Huddle in Bengaluru on May 9 and 10.

» " I-FARY MT: AR & FARLT & AT Qe g1 A1 U 77 9 31 10 718 #Y Jorqfs H 7 g
g8 H 3mAfara forar See|

* The session will explore various dimensions of India’s NCD crisis and assess strategies by
both public and private sectors to address the problem.

- I§ 97 AR & I-Far Qo wohe & faffieet ggeait 1 s H¥en 3R adarfae it st et
CART 39S ST Hehol aTell TOTANTAT ohT FHedTehel M|

* The goal is to stem the tide of NCDs and ensure affordable treatment and healthcare for all
affected.

« SHPT 3662 IR-TARY W3t Y 718 HY a1 3R Tl wnifaar &1 aech RfFaar ik Faeey dar
YaTel AT g |

Panel of Experts

CEAEICIRGE]

* Preetha Reddy, Executive Vice-Chairperson of Apollo Hospitals, brings in expertise from
the private healthcare sector.

-« ot 333, 3ralelt gifPacew Y FRIFRY FuTewst, fash FareeT Qa1 & I 31JHa AT 3T E 8|

* Anoop Mishra, Chairman of Fortis C-DOC Hospital for Diabetes and Allied Sciences,
contributes cutting-edge research and insights from patient interactions.

- 3779 s, BifEw -3t gifueer B ST Us varss A & A4, Imyfas sgauT
3R AfAg & Ty ST @ 9Iod Isra /S HLET|

* Chandrakanth Lahariya, a noted health systems expert and policy adviser, will offer
perspectives on health system strategies and governance.

« TgehId JgRIT, Th UTATSaed FaRey Yomel! faivs 3t sify gemger, Tareeg gome #ir
Torhfaral 3 emwer 9X 319e faam 3@

* The session will be moderated by Ramya Kannan, Health Editor and Chief of Bureau,
Tamil Nadu, The Hindu.

* 8 T I FATele & i I Taeey e AR afAe1g g0 9@, W1 Feeet a1 o
ST |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 6



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

@PATRIOTICIAS

Climate change is disrupting the
human gut in a new path to illness

Research has already found that high atmospheric carbon dioxide levels can diminish the quantity of plant micronutrients like phosphorus,
potassium, zinc, and iron, along with protein concentrations in vital crops; these effects add to the complexities that affect the gut microbiota

S Paper lll: S&T

Sharmila Vaidyanathan

limate-driven food shortage and
undernourishment could affect
the composition of the human
gut microbiota, exacerbating
the effects of climate change on human
health, according to a new review article
published in The Lancet Planetary Health.
‘The article comes on the heels of a
growing number of studies that highlight
the key role food and nutrition play in
maintaining a healthy microbial
population in the human gut, leading to
better metabolic and intestinal health.

Diversity disrupted

According to the review, climate-induced
changes in the yield and nutritional
quality of plants, seafood, meat, and
dairy could disrupt this microbial
diversity, tipping the balance towards
microbial strains associated with
malnutrition and particular diseases.

The review also warns that these
effects will be more pronounced in low
and middle-income countries (LMICs)
since these regions face the brunt of
climate stressors, including higher
temperature and atmospheric carbon
dioxide, which affect their agricultural
output and increase render deficiencies in
these areas more common.

Indigenous communities that depend
more than other demographic groups on
local food sources and that have been
shown to have greater gut microbial
diversity may also be more susceptible to
climate-related changes, the review reads.

Research has already found that high
atmospheric carbon dioxide levels can
diminish the quantity of plant
micronutrients like phosphorus,
potassium, zinc, and iron, along with
protein concentrations in vital crops such
as wheat, maize, and rice. These effects
add to the complexities that affect the gut
microbiota.While the effects of food and
nutrition are direct, the review also
examined the role of changes in water,
soil, and other environmental microbiota
as a result of climate change.

A fine balance

In another recent review, published in
Dialogues in Health, researchers from the
Indian Institute of Public Health,
Gandhinagar, analysed the impact of heat
on human and animal health in India.
They found that reports of foodborne and
waterborne infectious diseases and
malnutrition increase with heat.

Although these findings mirror
common knowledge about food and
water-related illnesses in warmer
weather, the resulting implications for gut
dysbiosis — the imbalance in gut microbial
populations - also need to be considered
for future heat-related mitigation efforts,
The Lancet review said.

“While we know and research various
effects of climate change on human
health, one aspect remains understudied
— the effects of changing climate on the
microbial communities in the human
gut,” Elena Litchman, author of the
review in The Lancet and the MSU
Foundation professor of aquatic ecology
at Michigan State University, said. “This,
in part, could be explained by the fact
that researchers studying human
microbiota do not necessarily think about
it in a climate change context.”

The human gut is home to about 100
trillion bacteria, fungi, protozoa, and

This painting shows a cross-section through an Escherichia coli cell. E. coliis an anaerobic bacterium commonly found in the lower intestine of humans.

DAVID S. GOODSELL, RCSB PROTEIN DATA BANK (CC BY)

viruses. Bacteria are this group’s
predominant members. The microbes’
overall diversity in the gut influences
several aspects of human well-being,
including immunity, maintaining glucose
levels, and metabolism.

According to a 2018 analysis in The
BMJ, lower bacterial diversity has been
observed in atopic eczema, types I and II
diabetes, and inflammatory bowel
disease, among other conditions.
Researchers are also exploring how gut
dysbiosis changes the central nervous
system and leads to neurological
disorders.

More research attention

The gut microbiome ~ the collective
genome of the microbes in the gut — has
far more genes than the human genome,
producing thousands of metabolites that
affect the individual’s health and
development.

“Our understanding of the gut
microbiota’s role in human health is still
evolving. While climate change is a
growing concern in this context,
establishing cause and effect is difficult as
there are many confounding factors,”
Sachit Anand, a paediatric urologist and
assistant professor at AIIMS, New Delhi,
said. In his research, Mr. Anand examines
the role of gut microbiota in congenital
anomalies of the kidney and urinary tract.

He added that understanding the
interactions between the microbiota, the
host, and the environment is now gaining
more research attention, especially when
evaluating an individual’s susceptibility to
specific diseases. As climate change
becomes a key influencing factor in this
‘triad,’ its impact cannot be ignored
moving forward, he said.

It may be tempting to examine these
interdependencies in a linear manner:
i.e., that climate-induced changes in crops
affect the diet and thus the gut
microbiota, or that climate-induced

ee

What we need right now is to generate
more data to understand how the
so-called good bacteria interact with
each other and benefit the host. Data
generation must go hand-in-hand with
connecting this information to climate
change, so we know what is happening

increases in temperatures make enteric
infections more prevalent, ultimately
disrupting the gut’s microbial population.
But both Ms. Litchman and Tarini
Shankar Ghosh, assistant professor at
Indraprastha Institute of Information
‘Technology Delhi, warned that many of
these stressors are often playing out
simultaneously.

As a computational biologist, Mr.
Ghosh is interested in patterns in data
about the human gut microbiome.

“If you take the example of low-income
groups residing in urban environments,
you are looking at the impacts of
temperature, pollution, lack of quality
food, and water supply,” he explained.
“There are multiple factors that are
disrupting the gut microbiota at the same
time.”

A new science
Mr. Ghosh also said dysbiosis has been
found to be a diagnostic signature in
many disease states. According to him,
this means it is not just the tipping of the
balance towards unfavourable microbial
populations that is concerning: dysbiosis
also signals a loss of interdependence
between “normal” microbial strains,
leading to a loss of several metabolic
functions in the host.

“What we need right now is to generate
more data to understand how the
so-called good bacteria interact with each

other and benefit the host. Data
generation must go hand-in-hand with
connecting this information to climate
change, so we know what is happening,”
Ghosh said.

Thus, Ms. Litchman said, a
multidisciplinary approach with
researchers from disparate fields coming
together is vital to understand the effects
of climate change on human gut
microbiota. But along with a lack of
awareness of climate change’s effects, a
paucity of funding programmes to enable
such interdisciplinary and international
research is a major impediment to future
research of this nature, she added.

On the flip side, with advances in

putational biology and mics
— analyses of the genetic makeup of
microorganisms in a given envi -
researchers are inching closer to
unearthing some of the gut microbiota’s
secrets. For example at the Indian
Institute of Science Education and
Research, Bhopal, professor Vineet
Kumar Sharma has developed an
open-access database named GutBugBD.
It provides information about how the gut
microbiome can interact with and alter
specific nutraceuticals and drugs, paving
the way for therapeutic approaches to
modulate gut microbiota in response to
various changes.

This is just the start, according to Mr.
Sharma: “At the moment, we are merely
doing broader surveys of the gut
microbiota to understand what is there
and how they are functioning. Even if we
introduce healthy microbiota through,
say, probiotics, we cannot know if the
response will be the same between two
individuals. Each person’s gut microbiota
is unique, and understanding this
uniqueness is important for the way
forward.”

(Sharmila Vaidyanathan is an

lependent writer from luru.
sharmila.vaidyanathan@gmail.com)
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Climate change is disrupting the human gut in a new path to
iliness

STerarg IREde AT 3T FI Th 5 AAN AT AT A ST w@T 8

« High atmospheric carbon dioxide levels have been found to reduce the
guantity of plant micronutrients such as phosphorus, potassium, zinc, iron,
and also decrease protein levels in vital crops.

* 359 AIYHSAT FHIe SHIFAIFS T F T§ 91T 3171 § T T8 BIehR,
TR, o, 3R S aiul & e Awe deat i AT 3 Ageaqot waat 7
T TR Y FA FT AT R

» These nutrient changes contribute to complications in the human gut microbiota.

« 3 9w dcdl H Teolld AT 307 7 Al ATSHIETATET H T3t 1 FHROT ae1d & |

Climate-induced food shortage and undernourishment

S-S TIeF Hehe 3 Fargor

 Climate-driven food shortages and undernourishment may affect the composition of the
human gut microbiota, worsening the health impacts of climate change.

» STerary IREdT & FROT 3ot WTed Hhe T FUINOT, AT AT ATSHIGTANCT HT FIGAT T
THTTA X Hebcl & 31X FARLT W STerarg IRacier & wermat #t 3R a1 ¥9a &1

» A recent review article in The Lancet Planetary Health highlights how food and nutrition
play a vital role in maintaining a healthy microbial population in the gut.

- 7T &1 3 JeITAd The Lancet Planetary Health @ @#tatr RaiE Ig Sdrd & for @mga 3ilx diwor,
I H TEEY AT GHET ATC 1@ H Ageaqot sifasT fFema g

Disruption in Microbial Diversity

geAha fafaerar 7 Rues

» Climate-induced changes in the yield and nutritional value of plants, seafood, meat, and
dairy can disrupt gut microbial diversity.

- STefaryg aRaciel & HRT diel, Tt Wed, AR, 3N goer Seutal HY 39er 3R Qior ayoraar #
qgATa 3d T geasha RAfaear # wnfaa w1 ad
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* These disruptions may lead to a shift toward microbial strains associated with malnutrition
and disease.

» I gRactet Fatwor st el & 2 gawsiial Ht gafer H1 3R STEFE o gad £

* Low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) will be more affected due to their exposure to
extreme climate stressors and high agricultural vulnerability.

- =T 3l Free 3T aTer &2 (LMICs) 3 werra @ 31fRies wenfad gier i 3 g Srerary aemal
3R FY 3rgRam & 3R R g

Impact on Indigenous Communities

feardt wHETat 9 yarT

* Indigenous communities, which rely heavily on local food systems and have higher gut
microbial diversity, may be more vulnerable to climate-induced dietary changes.

- FTTETHY WG, S T @ At W 3 R § 3R erht e i gaersha fafaerar
It gt 8, I Srerary ST @1ey ageat o fov rfteh Hagerefier g &l 8|

Loss of Micronutrients from Crops

HHA § GEH NGF deal HY HAT

* High CO, levels reduce phosphorus, potassium, zinc, iron, and protein content in key
crops like wheat, maize, and rice.

* 3T CO, T, A, AFHI 3R T SElt 7T Hvell 7 BIEHRE, NeRra#, i, 3w, 3R
WYY ST AT FT TeT &l & |

* These changes add complexity to the gut microbiota composition.

- I gREdT 3T F ATTHEAET T TG 1 31T 310 SAfee a1 e &

Environmental Changes Beyond Food

ged ¥ W TR0 qgara

* The review also analyzed how climate-related changes in water, soil, and environmental
microbiota influence human gut health.

- GHTET 7 Ig o 3w I T e, fed, 3R wataroiir gershat # Searg aRads & FRor aa
aTe FGATT AT T TAELY I Hf FeAad ald &

Impact of Heat on Human and Animal Health
Alerd R 9 Fareey 9 I 7 9319

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 9



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

* A separate review by Indian Institute of Public Health, Gandhinagar found that heat
increases the incidence of foodborne and waterborne diseases and malnutrition.

- HICAT S TARLT HEYTA, IMNAIR GaRT T 1S Th 3T FHIGT 3 I17 717 o a1t & wre
3R Frer Ffara et 3R Fatwor i geare 9 ST

» The Lancet review stresses the need to factor in gut dysbiosis while planning heat-
mitigation strategies.

» The Lancet 3 @& ietr # g SR feam arar & T oot & amar iy Torhfai & 3 & srdqer (are
Brarafaw) &t off anfrer w3ar W B

Neglected Link Between Climate and Microbiota

Srerary AR ASHERT & die sufar way

* According to Elena Litchman, author of the review, researchers often overlook how climate
change impacts gut microbial communities.

» THTETT T ARt TAT fr=rdler o 3TTER, Merehdl R STeTaryg IREdT & AT F FEAsiT
G TR THTE T ARG X ol o

* This is partly because microbiota researchers may not see their work in a climate change
context.

* SHPT Teh HRUT Tg N § o ATSHIATANCT 9T AT FTet aTel ATV 3791 S Y Srerary gRader
¥ aRveT & 78 2w

Importance of Gut Microbial Diversity

3ra Y gaFeha RAfedar #1 A

* The human gut contains around 100 trillion microbes, mainly bacteria, along with fungi,
protozoa, and viruses.

» AT A H a7 100 feforaer gearshia gia 8, Toird Aead: sdfan, 3k ary & v,
A3 31 aRRE iR &

* This microbial diversity affects immunity, glucose control, and metabolism.

- Ig geAsha fafaerar ufawa vorrel, eter fa=or, 3 @y &1 genfaa w3

» According to a 2018 BMJ analysis, reduced gut diversity has been linked to eczema, Type |
and Il diabetes, and inflammatory bowel disease.

+ 2018 FY BMJ faRAANOT o HJHR, FH 3T GeaAsita faferar &1 der vfdsmar, e | 3k 1l
AYAT, 3R Faret AT o1 & 9T =T |
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* Researchers are also investigating how gut dysbiosis could influence the central nervous
system and cause neurological disorders.

« MHAT Tg oY TETTT HT @ & 5 A e BT FEOT a1 a7 F1 yiag st ghar &
3 I AR 3ce X Fhar gl

More Research Attention on Gut Microbiota and Climate Change

I AFHIETAIT 3R FTary aRacdaT W AR HAF HTaUTT F1 eaq1T

» The gut microbiome — the collective genome of microbes in the gut — has far more genes
than the human genome, and produces thousands of metabolites that affect human health
and development.

« I ATTHIATRNA — I A Hi[g GeASNal T FATINT Sl — H AT SN Y Jeofell # Fgl
3% ST 81 £, 3R I8 g9IRY Tama==iY ded (metabolites) T fAATOT aRAT § S AT & FTELT
3R R &t yeanfad ¥ 2

» Our understanding of the gut microbiota’s role in human health is still evolving.

» AT TATELY & 1€ ATSHIGTEIET Y ${FAPT T oo gAY T 3737 o Tapfaa ey @ &

+ Climate change is a growing concern, but establishing cause and effect is difficult due to
confounding factors.

» SeaTg IRE T S6cll g5 AT &, aAfehed HROT A w377 1 TS HYAT et srfdra e
aTel FRI o HROT HS B

 Sachit Anand, a paediatric urologist and assistant professor at AlIMS, New Delhi, is
studying the gut microbiota’s role in congenital anomalies of the kidney and urinary tract.

- Gfde 31me, St AlIMS, 7§ fereelt 7 Toh arer 7 Mot frdhwer 3R Fgraes WiheR €, 77aT AR 77
AT Y FTeASTT HAAIATI H ITC ATSHISTAICT & HHHT I IETTF T W &

* He stated that the interactions between the microbiota, host, and environment are getting
more research attention, especially in understanding disease susceptibility.

* 3ogisl gl foh ATSHIERET, Asa AR TATERor & i Fr 37a:FFam 319 310 iy =1 vy sa1
W 8, AT T F N9t F FAeAfiear r gEs 7|

* As climate change becomes an influencing factor in this triad, its impact cannot be ignored.
« ST Frerarg IRaeer 38 741 7 Teh THTERATe FRe FoTdl S 6T &, ol 3HE ToTd T FoNIHGTST oTel
T ST FehdT|

Complex Interdependencies, Not Linear Cause-Effect

dfee IREINF AIRET, F fF T FROT-TA919
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* It may seem easy to think climate-induced crop changes affect diet, which in turn affects the
gut microbiota, or that rising temperatures lead to enteric infections, disrupting the gut.

* Ig HIT oleT AT &1 Fehell & foh Terarg IRacteT § FHaAT # dgaTa o HRUT HER T Bl &
3R g I ATFHIETANCT FI FHIIT AT &, I7 7 a9a= F FEf& & 3d GHAT g § 3 37d &
HATSHITTATET &Y FATfad L &

» However, researchers like Ms. Litchman and Tarini Shankar Ghosh caution that multiple
stressors often operate simultaneously.

- grefifeh, AMerehd o1&t o ot foredier 3 anfoft et ey Taraett & § T %8 v & aea
HFAR T | HTH Fd & |

* Mr. Ghosh, a computational biologist at llIT Delhi, studies patterns in gut microbiome
data.

o S A, S INT REeel & IoreTeAs shafaar! &, Tc ATSHIE A 321 & Yoo o1 3reTTeT i &

* He points out that urban low-income groups face temperature, pollution, poor food, and
water quality — all of which disrupt the microbiota.

« I8 1 § T3 g fAe=T- 3 |eggl o aTvaATeT, Yquor, W ot X STer JoraEr S
HTIT3T T THAT FET 95T & — A1 AT 3E ATSHIEEIET T ST Hid &1

Dysbiosis as a Disease Indicator

U hds & ¥ & e

* Mr. Ghosh says dysbiosis is now identified as a diagnostic signature in many diseases.

« S O T FgaT ¢ fF BT 379 F$ HARAT & v dAfad g F su A R_RTgaH 1
gl

« Itis not just about unfavourable microbial populations, but also the loss of
interdependence among normal strains, which affects metabolic functions.

* Ig hdol FAFRS GaHSAA! Y Feftr T STl 761 ¢, Tioch AT FEHSIE! & dle hl TEIR
foreiar Y grfe oY §, Foroe AsteaTer & wamg==h 11 genfaa gia €1

* He emphasizes the need for more data on how beneficial bacteria interact with each other
and support the host.

- 3 3 S0 W AR & & & o1 31K 310 Ser &1 3naegendr & Torad aar oo T amsrary 5 aRar
mﬁwmm%mmﬁmmq@m%l

» Such data must be connected with climate change to understand evolving impacts.

» $H Y6 & 32T 1 STerarg IR § ST 3TaRTeh § 1ok Teral Y Ferercl Ipiar I THST ST
T |
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Need for Multidisciplinary Research

a-gﬁw‘remraﬁrmm

* Ms. Litchman says we need researchers from diverse disciplines to collaborate on studying
climate change and gut microbiota.

- AT TorerdleT el € o Taffieer &=t & everepciiait 1 Srerarg alader 3k a1 Agsarer ©

AT T A Y 3T &

» She highlights the lack of awareness and insufficient funding programmes for such
international and interdisciplinary studies.

- I8 3H TRE & HAWE AR agfawad sreagai & forw Smareehar A F#t 3R g2ied ST g
o1 gYe¥ Y Teh J3T &TeNT STl g |

Technological Progress and New Tools

deetehr warfa it T 3gshor

» Advances in computational biology and metagenomics are helping researchers uncover
secrets of the gut microbiota.

« AVTATCHS SFTAATA 3R AeTHAAFT 7 Forfa T MUHAT I ATSHITAIET F IFEIT Bl 3R
A H TETH BT R B

* At IISER Bhopal, Prof. Vineet Kumar Sharma has created an open-access database,
GutBugBD.

+ ISER #aTer 7 9Ithart el FAR AT 2 Toh 39T-TFAH STE@¥, GutBugBD faerfe fanar gl

* This database shows how gut microbes interact with and modify nutraceuticals and drugs,
enabling therapeutic interventions.

- I STCeY fe@rar § 7o a1 gawsita give ganat v sitwfarat & ary sia:fhar s 3¢
TRafdd Fd &, [ST88 STaRIcAs §vdald §81d g1 IIc & |

Understanding Individual Uniqueness

gfFderd fafdrsear s gasT=T

* Prof. Sharma says current research is mainly broad surveys of what microbes exist and
what they do.

« O, AAT Fed & O TadAeT 7 31T&Ier AT shael Ig IdT oy dsh DfAT & & Fla-sla
geFeha Alelg & 3R & 71 F1F FA B

* Even if healthy microbiota are introduced through probiotics, responses vary across
individuals.
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gfafeRar srerer g 21

« 371 &1 MErAIfead & ATCTH T TATYT ATSHIEIAIET il QR H 37T 1T, T 3 v+ =afaa i

» Understanding this individual variation in gut microbiota is essential for future medical

strategies.

« I ATBHIEIANET A FAFIIT AeaAd1 F ToasET dfasy H RfFcar weifaat » e srcaa

39T ¢

[GS Paper III: Development ]
Astepup
As India climbs up HDI rankings, rising
inequality poses challenges

mid a disturbing rate of deceleration in
A global development and a growing divide

between the rich and the poor, India has
inched up on the Human Development Index. In
the 2025 Human Development Report, ‘A Matter
of Choice: People and Possibilities in the Age of
AI’, released on Tuesday, India ranks 130 out of
193 countries, from 133 in 2022. It registered an
HDI value increase to 0.685 in 2023 from 0.676 in
2022. Coming on the back of two debilitating
pandemic years, it can be said that India’s recov-
ery has been strong in the three fields HDI mea-
sures: “a long and healthy life, access to know-
ledge and a decent standard of living”. India’s life
expectancy, at 72 years in 2023, is the highest le-
vel it has reached since the inception of the index
in 1990 (58.6 years). Children, the report noted,
are expected to stay in school for 13 years on aver-
age, up from 8.2 years in 1990; and Gross Nation-
al Income per capita has risen from $2,167.22 in
1990 to $9046.76 in 2023. It gave a shout out to
programmes such as MGNREGA, the Right to
Education Act, the National Rural Health Mission
and other initiatives for the improved status, but
also sounded a word of caution about rising in-
equality, particularly significant income and gen-
der disparities.

The female labour participation rate may have
risen to 41.7% in 2023-24, as the Economic Survey
of 2024-25 pointed out, but a stronger ecosystem
needs to be built to ensure women join the work-
force and are able to retain their jobs. There is a
lag in political representation of women as well
with no indication yet when the constitutional
amendments reserving one-third of legislative
seats for women will come into force. Underprivi-
leged girls and boys still struggle to get an educa-
tion, and until this anomaly is corrected, India’s
HDI value will not rise. Though the report high-
lights that 13.5 crore (of India’s population of 144
crore) “escaped multidimensional poverty” bet-
ween 2015-16 and 2019-21, income and gender in-
equalities have pulled down India’s HDI by
30.7%, “one of the highest losses in the region.”
The thrust of the HDR this year was on Al and
how human beings may benefit from it on deve-
lopment parameters. India, it said, has been able
to retain 20% of Al researchers, up from nearly
zero in 2019. Going forward, India must leverage
Al to deliver on many fronts from agriculture to
health care, education to public service delivery.
But it is imperative that proper policy and safe-
guards are in place to thwart the risk that AT may
deepen existing inequalities.

Address
Email Id

A Step Up: On India and the 2025 Human
Development Report

Ush $eH Y. AR 3 2025 AT QA Rae

India’s Rise in Human Development Index (HDI)

R Y AT AT FaHiF (HDI) 7 warfer

* India has moved up in the Human Development Index, ranking 130
out of 193 countries in the 2025 Human Development Report,
compared to 133 in 2022.

« {R o AT FAFTH a&ia (HDI) 7 yarfa & g, 31X 2025 AT
R ROYE & g 193 oY 7 1303 TIT W §, STafd 2022 7 1334t
AT 47

* The HDI value of India increased to 0.685 in 2023, from 0.676 in
2022.

» IR T HDI & 2023 # 0.685 g1 AT §, ST 2022 # 0.676 AT

 This improvement follows two pandemic years, showing strong
recovery in the three HDI dimensions: health, education, and
standard of living.

» IE FUR & AFHAIY Tt & a1g 31T &, S Fareey, fvew, 3R sfaer &)
& 81t 3 Fotqe uR g2 gl

Improved Life Expectancy and Education

Sftarer yeamem 3 e & gur

* Life expectancy in India reached 72 years in 2023, the highest
since the index began in 1990, when it was 58.6 years.
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» The average number of years children stay in school is now 13 years, compared to 8.2
years in 1990.

« § 3 AT 13 |TeT el 7 @ 8, ST T 1990 8.2 |rer T

* Gross National Income (GNI) per capita rose from $2,167.22 in 1990 to $9046.76 in 2023.
- U I T Tohel TSI 3T (GNI) 1990 & $2,167.22 T T 2023 & $9046.76 &1 15 &1

Contribution of Welfare Schemes

FITUTRRY FTSTIT3AT BT JTSTT

* The report credited schemes such as MGNREGA, Right to Education Act, and the National
Rural Health Mission for these improvements.

« RATC 7 Aaam, fRam &1 ¥R srffaws, 3k Isd aneior Farey Free ST Jsensi i sa
TaTiaT & forw S fear &1

» However, the report also warned about rising inequality, especially income and gender
disparities.

« gTeiifeh, RO ¥ g sraamerar, Iy &7 3 3m7 3R T sraaeran, # T o Iaras=i & &

Gender Disparities and Women'’s Participation
AR sraATeTar 3T Al Hir saEiert
» Female labour force participation rose to 41.7% in 2023-24, according to the Economic

Survey 2024-25.
« 3T FF&TOT 2024-25 & ITAN, AFAT 3137 HTefiaRY 2023-24 F 41.7% oIeh qg’ir IS Tl

« Still, a stronger ecosystem is needed to ensure women can enter and remain in the
workforce.

- Y 81, Tg GIATIT Ftet o ToIT Teh AT TOTTeY hT HTTRTRT & fob ATGITT Frovahraly &7 &
YU FT T AR 3TH ah TE|

» There is still a lag in political representation of women, and the constitutional
amendments for one-third reservation in legislatures are yet to be implemented.

« AR H TaAfas Arehiel # 39 oY Rz €, 3R st & ve-faes 3metr & fow
wfruTer Feere 318l oo 7€ gU &
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Challenges in Education Access for the Poor

e aat 1 R 7 Tga A et

* Underprivileged girls and boys still struggle to access quality education, which remains a
barrier to improving HDI.

- 3fa wsfRat 3R a3F 3 ot poraaTyet e o= & fov day w2 @ €, S HDI guR H aren g

Inequality Loss in HDI
HDI & JWHATAAT & HIT glfer

* The report noted that 13.5 crore Indians escaped multidimensional poverty between 2015—-
16 and 2019-21.

- REIE & 3TAR 2015-16 A 2019-21 o ey 13.5 FUF HRAAT F qgamarst i & iy ars|

* Despite this, income and gender inequality caused a 30.7% drop in India’s HDI, one of the
highest in the region.

* SHS dTdo[e, T A FAT JWATTAT & 37X & HDI # 30.7% Y frae &1, 5t &7 & e srfers
AATHEI

Focus on Artificial Intelligence (Al)

FH et (Al) W e Hia

» The 2025 HDR focuses on Artificial Intelligence (Al) and its potential to benefit human
development.

+ 2025 T HDR RTE o FAeT gEftraan (Al) 3R 58 AT faehra & Alerere sl FH1ET N
€T Shigd fhaT gl

* India now retains 20% of global Al researchers, up from nearly 0% in 2019.
« IR 79 dfRaeh Al AMEFHATHAT T 20% FATT T@AT &, ST 2019 H SIHI 0% AT|

* India must leverage Al across sectors such as agriculture, health care, education, and
public service delivery.

« AR T F, Fareey Far, e, 3R wrdafas dar faaor S &=t 7 Al #1 @mer 3amr @ifgel

* Proper policies and safeguards must be in place to prevent Al from exacerbating
inequalities.

* Al SaRT WATAAT Y 3R 7T T & Aebed & Trw 3fAaT Afaat sik geam suma g =gy
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. . Amount India is Expected to Save on
Amount India is its Import Bill

expected to Save ON itS g 3yt smraTa Rrer 9 Frarsft Ty =
import bill e

[GS Paper IlI: Import |
In % lakh crore. India, which -
l S - India is expected to save ¥1.8 lakh crore
o

meets over 85% of its crude e i
oil needs through imports, on its import bill.

spent $242.4 billion buying crude from o A 379 ATATH foer 9T 913791 1.8 19

overseas in the fiscal year ended March 31,

2025. With domestic production meeting m Y TOT FI Fhdl %l
roughly half of the demand, it also spent

$15.2 billion on the import of LNG. e * India meets over 85% of its crude oil needs through
imports.

« Xl 3T Fea AT Y SWl T 85% W 3o TGEHAT AT o ATETH § QU AT 8|

* In the fiscal year ending March 31, 2025, India spent $242.4 billion on crude oil imports
from overseas.

« 31 AT 2025 T JATCT [T ¥ H AR oF $242.4 I 1 TR AT A F=aT aeT 3T HaT 7
I A

* With domestic production meeting roughly half of the demand, India still had to spend
$15.2 billion on the import of LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas).

« B[ 3G § AT oraretar Jmeft axver g off g Sirel &, Y ot 91T a1 $15.2 3Ra fr iy
aeliga wHfaF A (LNG) F 3mara W) T FHieh g

pooplcaniested in the People Arrested in the Fentanyl Drug
ffﬁg?;%ﬂ%ﬁg[s}s Bust Operation in the U.S

s | IARFT A Berfaer gor sHee AT &/
Drug Enforcement
16 Administration (DEA) agents ﬁw FnTI'

seized 11.5 kilograms (25.3

ds) of fentanyl, including th illi . . .
zﬁgng)k?lo;:a:gof':feﬁh :r]\f;ph ;te:mr:'r: e'on * A total of 16 people were arrested in connection with a

7.5 kilos of cocaine and 4.5 kilos of heroin fentanyl drug bust operation in the United States.

in what U.S. officials said was one of the
largest ever drug busts in the U.S. are
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* Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) agents conducted the operation.

« g ATHATT 39T TABRIFHT UsfATATEUT (DEA) & Taiet g@RT Iaira 14|

» The DEA agents seized 11.5 kilograms (25.3 pounds) of fentanyl, including three million
pills.

« DEA Tsiel & 11.5 eIt (25.3 u133) $erfad sied fohar, foaes 30 am@ afarar enfaer off|

* They also confiscated 35 kilograms of methamphetamine, 7.5 kilograms of cocaine, and
4.5 kilograms of heroin.

* SHS TTY &1 3egieT 35 TR AYTFHeTHTSH, 7.5 fhdlem S, 3R 4.5 Farame &g o
ST T |

» U.S. officials described it as one of the largest ever drug busts in the history of the United
States.

« IARERT TR 7 58 T T AN & sfaerd i Fa@ a9t gor WA A 4
Eripif
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Pakistan’s complex web of terror network:

Pakistan’s terror infrastructure has survived for decades within its security establishment, which views these forces as strategic assets. Pakistan has been placed on and off
the Financial Action Task Force grey list’ since 2008 for failing to dismantle terror financing networks

5S Paper IIl. Terrorsm

FULL CONTE)

Brijesh Singh

he Soviet-Afghan War of 1979

was the inflection point when

Pakistan’s Inter-Services

Intelligence (IST), backed by
U.S. funding, systematically cultivated
jihadi infrastructure that evolved into
today’s sophisticated terror network. This
deliberate cultivation created fighters with
diverse objectives — Kashmir-focused
aggression, control in Afghanistan,
sectarian violence, and ideological
warfare. Recent data has confirmed a
resurgence of Pakistan-sponsored
terrorism across the region. This analysis
examines Pakistan’s entrenched terror
ecosystem through OSINT, declassified
records, and academic research.

Terrorist outfits which are said to
have Pakistan support

A key outfit is the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).
The LeT emerged in the 1990s as
Pakistan’s premier proxy organisation
against Indi operates under Hafiz
Muhammad Saeed ~ a designated
terrorist operating in Pakistan despite
international sanctions. Its rigid
command structure includes Zafar Igbal,
Muhammad Yahya Mujahid, and Zakiur
Rehman Lakhvi who was one of the
masterminds of the Mumbsai attacks in
2008 (he was ‘arrested’ but protected
within Pakistan’s judicial system).

LeT’s infrastructure centres around its
200-acre headquarters complex, the
Markaz-e-Taiba, near Lahore, with
additional bases strategically positioned
across Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK)
and around urban centres including
Lahore, Peshawar, and Karachi.
Ideologically, the outfit adheres to the
virulent Ahl-e-Hadith doctrine (a
conservative faction with a strict
adherence to the Koran) specifically
targeting India, which it propagates
through its network of 300+ madrassas
across Pakistan. Intelligence confirms at
least 16 documented training camps of
the LeT across Pakistan and occupied
territories. The group's operational
sophistication is demonstrated through
attacks such as the 2008 Mumbai attacks
where 166 people were killed; the 2006
Mumbai train bombings (209 killed); and
an indirect hand in the 2010 German
Bakery bombing in Pune (17 killed),
orchestrated by the Indian Mujahideen
(SIMI). LeT maintains transnational reach
with recruitment networks identified in 21
countries, with dedicated cells both in
Bangladesh and Nepal facilitating
operations against India. Its financial
architecture combines direct ISI funding,
estimated to be around $25-50 million
annually; gulf-based private donors from
Saudi Arabia and the UAE; Pakistani
diaspora contributions through Islamic
charitable fronts; and business operations
including commodity trading and real
estate.

Then there is the Jaish

Breaking point: A building that was hit by an Indian missile, near Bahawalpur, Pakistan on May 7. P

seven major training camps in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) province, four in
PoK, and has recently re-established
camps in Taliban-controlled Afghanistan.
The Balakot training complex, targeted by
Indian airstrikes in 2019 but subsequently
rebuilt, specialises in suicide attack
training. Its ideology combines Deobandi
fundamentalism (a movement within
Sunni Islam) with an apocalyptic
worldview glorifying martyrdom
operations.

JeM’s operational history includes the
2001 Indian Parliament attack, and the
2019 Pulwama suicide bombing where 40
security personnel were killed. The group
pioneered fidayeen (suicide) attacks in
Kashmir and have demonstrated
sophisticated capabllmes with respect to
vehicle-borne

operations.

The Harakat ul-Mujahidin (HUM) also
functions as a specialised recruitment
pipeline for Pakistani proxy groups,
maintaining extensive networks within
Pakistan’s religious seminary system, with
over 60% of recruits channelled to LeT
and JeM operations.

Therein, Pakistan’s relationship with
terrorist organisations transcends
allegations — it is documented through
concrete evidence, defector testimonies,
international intelligence assessments,
and financial tracking. The ISI has
operationalised terrorism as state policy
through a three-tiered system — strategic
direction and funding through specialised

“S-Wing” units; operational support via
retmed ml|lldl’) personnel; and by

P
Devices (IED) and military installation
infiltration.

JeM’s financing includes the Al-Rehmat
Trust front charity, which collects $10-15
million annually; trading companies and
commodity businesses; protection rackets
in Bahawalpur and surrounding areas;
documented ISI funding through
intermediaries; and real estate holdings
valued over $30 million.

Supporting players and state support
Some of the less mainstream players in
Pakistan’s terror network include the
Haqqani Network which operates as a

IS] i

(JeM). Established in 2000 by Masood
Azhar following his ‘release’ during the
1C-814 hijacking, the JeM represents
Pakistan’s suicide terrorism capability.
Azhar maintains direct control over the
outfit along with his brother, Abdul Rauf
Asghar, by handling operations through
specialised wings — the Askari (military)
wing for direct operations; Dawati
(missionary) wing for recruitment and
radicalisation; and the intelligence wing
for reconnaissance.

JeM’s i.nﬁastructu.re cemres around its

along the
Afghanistan-Pakistan border. Led by
Sirajuddin Hagqani - now Afghanistan’s
interior minister despite a $10 million U.S.
bounty — the network serves as both an
ISI proxy in Afghanistan and a facilitator
for anti-India operations.

Then there is the Islamic
State-Khorasan (ISIS-K), which emerged
from Tehrik-i‘Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
defectors, with operational bases in
eastern Afghanistan and Pakistan’s tribal
areas. Though ideologically opposed to
Pakistani objectives, evidence suggests

fortified pur
Punjab, with satelll(e facllmcs It also has

within Pakistan’s security
establishment tacitly allow certain ISIS-K

g material assistance such as
weapons training infrastructure, and
intelligence. Despite officially joining the
“War on Terror’ post the 9/11 tragedy in
the U.S., Pakistan has maintained a
calculated policy distinguishing between
‘good terrorists’ (serving Pakistani
interests) and ‘bad terrorists’ (targeting
Pakistani assets). The consequences have
been devastating — over 45,000 lives lost
due to Pakistani hand in terrorism since
1990.

Pakistan’s persistent appearance on
the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
“grey list” (20082010, 2012:2015,
2018-2022) is international recognition of
its systemic failure to dismantle terror
financing networks. The most damning
evidence comes from Pakistan itself —
former President Pervez Musharraf
openly admitted to training terrorists for
Kashmir operations, while former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif confirmed state
support for terrorist groups. Recently, the
current Pakistani minister for foreign
affairs said that they have been doing the
“dirty work” for Western powers for a
long time. A similar statement was also
recently made by Bilawal Bhutto.

Funding and radicalisation
The funds sustaining this infrastructure

operate through sophisticamd

denlablllly Religious charities serve as the
primary collection points, with 40+
identified front organisations raising
$150-200 million annually. Other sources
include state funding through classified
budget allocations (estimated $100-125
million annually); money laundering
operations through hawala networks,
with major hubs in Dubai, Karachi, and
Peshawar; narcotics trafficking along the
Afghanistan-Pakistan-India corridor
generating an estimated $75 million
annually; and cryptocurrency, with inputs
indicating $15+ million moved through
crypto channels in 2023.

Despite FATF pressure forcing some
regulatory changes, Pakistan has
preserved these financial pipelines by
simply renaming organisations while
maintaining core networks.

Apart from the financial infrastructure,
Pakistan’s terror network also relies on a
sophisticated radicalisation apparatus.
Pakistan has over 30,000 madrassas, with
10-15% of them directly linked to
extremist organisations. Other modes
through which terrorism is encouraged
include curriculum in religious schools
which often promote violent jihad,
particularly against India; publications,
websites, and social media channels
disseminating extremist ideology; and a
targeted recruitment of vulnerable youth
from economically disadvantaged
regions. This creates a self-sustaining
radicalisation pipeline continuously
replenishing terrorist ranks.

Evolution of the network

Pakistan's terror infrastructure
demonstrates remarkable adaptability. It
first made its appearance in the 1990s
through direct insurgency in Kashmir
through the LeT and HUM. Then by the
early 2000s, the JeM had also emerged as
a specialised suicide attack outfit.

However, post-9/11, operations of such
terror groups became more sophisticated
with greater plausible deniability; they
started integrating cyber capabilities and
information warfare. The Taliban’s 2021
return to power in Afghanistan
significantly emboldened this
infrastructure. There has been a
re-establishment of training facilities in
Taliban-controlled Afghanistan; an
increase in infiltration attempts along the
Line of Control (2023-2024); and
enhanced operational coordination
between LeT, JeM, and Taliban-affiliated
groups.

Thus, Pakistan’s terror infrastructure
represents a deliberate, state-supported
system that has survived for decades
through deep institutional support within
Pakistan’s security establishment, which
views these proxy forces as strategic
assets rather than terrorist threats. The
April 2025 Pahalgam attack, killing 26
civilians and forensically linked to LeT
operatives trained in Pakistan,
demonstrates the enduring threat.

Such an infrastructure poses
immediate danger to regional stability,
particularly to India, which continues
bearing the human cost of Pakistan’s
proxy warfare. This is not merely a
bilateral issue but a global challenge
which threatens the rules-based
international order. Effectively addressing
this threat requires unwavering
international pressure on Pakistan to
permanently dismantle - not merely
rebrand or temporarily restrain — these
terrorist organisations and the state
apparatus that sustains them.

Brijesh Singh is a senior IPS officer and
author of “The Cloud Chariot’. Views are
personal.

THE GIST
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The LeT emerged in the 1930s
as Pakistan's premier proxy
organisation against India; it
operates under Hafiz
Muhammad Saeed — a
designated terrorist operating
in Pakistan despite
international sanctions,

v

The Jaish-e-Mohammed's
operational history includes
the 2001 Indian Parliament
attack, and the 2019 Pulwama
suicide bombing where 40
security personnel were killed.
The group pioneered fidayeen
(suicide) attacks in Kashmir
and have demenstrated
sophisticated capabilities.

v

The April 2025 Pahalgam
attack, killing 26 civilians and
forensically linked to LeT
operatives trained in Pakistan,
demonstrates the enduring
threat.
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- Pakistan’s terror infrastructure has survived for decades within its
security establishment, which views these forces as strategic assets.

» QIfFECTe T ATAHATEN STAT SR F IHAT &I sFawyT & iy Afaa g,
S 3T dTehdl ! "WEIfaS Jufa” & & F @dr gl

* Pakistan has been placed on and off the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) ‘grey list’
since _2008** for failing to dismantle terror financing networks.**

**o Grfaecalal &1**2008_** { W BISA QT sicdeh ol GHTCT it H [ahel @l & HIRUT FATF &r
9 foree 7 7@ T & 3N gerar o arw g

Historical Origin and Development

aefas 3caf 3k e

» The 1979 Soviet-Afghan War was the inflection point when Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI), backed by U.S. funding, began cultivating jihadist infrastructure.

» 1979 F WIATT-IFBTT Jerr & STt Urfeheder T gex-wfdder sefasiw (1SI) o AR
faeratwor & ereler & TSRy o ol faehflieT ohialr & fona|

* This led to the creation of fighters with diverse goals — Kashmir aggression, Afghan
control, sectarian violence, and ideological warfare.

-sﬂﬁﬁfﬁmxﬁaﬁmﬁmwﬁwgm—mmwm,mm,
qiverRs fEar sk &=l gew|

* Recent data confirms a resurgence of Pakistan-sponsored terrorism across the region.

- §Tel o 3MTehs 819 H UTihEdTel AT ATciharg & TSl I IfSe i 8 |

Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
TIFHT-T-gaT (LeT)

* LeT emerged in the 1990s as Pakistan’s premier proxy against India, led by Hafiz
Muhammad Saeed, a UN-designated terrorist operating openly in Pakistan.

» LeT 1990 & &2d  HRcl & TeIth Tifehecllel T A& Wierdll & & H 331, TS w1l giithat
HEFAG WEG ¢, Sl Ueh HYF TS SaART AT JTaishardl & 3R arfenecller 7 GeI3mme e T 1 &

* LeT’s leadership includes Zafar Igbal, Muhammad Yahya Mujahid, and Zakiur Rehman
Lakhvi (2008 Mumbai attacks mastermind), who was ‘arrested’ but shielded within Pakistan’s
judicial system.

- LeT & 9@l # STH ShaTel, HEFAG ATedT AoMiee 3R AfH3T W@t Fr@dl (2008 HeIs gHll 1
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* Its infrastructure is centred around the 200-acre Markaz-e-Taiba complex near Lahore, with
additional bases in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) and cities like Peshawar and Karachi.

« SHHT AT ATRR & UTH T&UT 200 THS & AThol-T-a €T IRE & IR1 3R &, g sifakea
AETC UTF-HAFA FHR (PoK) 3 TeIma 7 FI 514 28 7 &

» The group follows the Ahl-e-Hadith ideology and spreads it through over 300 madrassas
across Pakistan.

* Ig HITSeT IFA-U-FAIN [TARUNT ohT TTelel 3l & 3T 38 QU arfenelret 7 300 ¥ 3rftrF weai &
ATETH G el 8 |

* Intelligence confirms at least 16 training camps across Pakistan and PoK.

- GIthaT SR & 3HTAR dTfehedel 3R PoK # A @ & 16 wfdrator fafaw Al &1

* Notable attacks include the 2008 Mumbai attacks (166 killed), 2006 Mumbai train
bombings (209 killed), and the 2010 German Bakery bombing in Pune (17 killed).

- GHT Al H A § — 2008 HT$ §HAT (166 Fe), 2006 HE T 97 TATE (209 Fd) AR
2010 qOT ST S T UHTHT (17 7aT) |

* LeT operates in 21 countries, with active cells in Bangladesh and Nepal aiding operations
against India.

. LeT 21 it & feha &, TG aivaneer 3K aurer F 3@ Ao AR & [QoTd Tarelsl & Ggradn
ERC R

* Funding sources include ISI support ($25-50 million/year), Gulf donors (Saudi Arabia and
UAE), Pakistani diaspora charities, and business operations like real estate and
commodity trading.

« 38 HISIT Alal H AT & — IS| ¥ FeTIaT ($25-50 AT ufer a¥), 1w 2t (T3 3R,
UAE) @ greferar, aifrearet vard 3Re gvund, 3t saaarr s Rae wwee ik a5 samr|

Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM)
SIU-T-AEFAS (JeM)

» JeM was founded in 2000 by Masood Azhar after his release during the IC-814 hijacking
and is focused on suicide terrorism.

* JeM & TATIAT 2000 # 1C-814 TaaTer 3rae<or 3 2Nl #¢g Irorex A1 Rere & a1e g o 3R 78
HTeHET ATeharg W Hd 3
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* Azhar and his brother Abdul Rauf Asghar control operations via the Askari (military),
Dawati (missionary), and intelligence wings.

* 3STER 3R 3eTeh TS Heqel TFE IR clisl T AW oh SIRT FaleleT It § — TR
@), grae (FaRF) 3R Rfesw (gieam)|

* Headquarters is in Bahawalpur, Punjab, with training camps in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK),
PoK, and Taliban-controlled Afghanistan.

» SHPT HEITIT FgIEAYR, Ut A &, 3R 916701 R KPK, PoK 3R arferemst fafaa
IBINTAETT H AT |
* The Balakot training complex, hit by Indian airstrikes in 2019, was later rebuilt and

specializes in suicide attack training.

* 2019 A HRAT TIIEIFH CIART fARATAT SATAT I1AT STATRIE IFAGTOT &g, a1 & R & g1 1
3R Tg AT gFe F gfator 7 fadwa g

*» The group follows Deobandi fundamentalism and promotes an apocalyptic ideology
glorifying martyrdom.

* Ig HIS SqaGT HEETYT T GTeled Il & R 3 GAT Y FAaRURT & dgd AgTed &7
ARATHSA LT B

 Key attacks include the 2001 Indian Parliament attack and the 2019 Pulwama suicide
bombing (40 security personnel killed).

» $Hh THW el H AT § — 2001 FT HRAT HHG g AT 2019 TeTaTAT AT T gHT
(40 gReT=HT ) |

+ JeM pioneered fidayeen (suicide) attacks in Kashmir using VBIEDs (vehicle-borne IEDS)
and military base infiltrations.

» JeM 7 Fe#R 71 Rearfier (meraet) gaeil hr Qe3tTa T 3R S areet ImuTRe IED 3R ==
St % gadts anfae @

* Funding includes the Al-Rehmat Trust collecting $10-15 million/year, trading companies,
protection rackets, ISl intermediaries, and real estate valued over $30 million.

« SHPT KT I AT & — FA-TFAT e oI & ATl $10-15 TATAIA sohcar T &, s
Faferar, geaT aqet e, IS| & fawifaw, 3k $30 fAfeaer @ afs fea i R vwee wufrd|

Supporting Players and State Support
TeIS @ans 3R I gAd

* The Haggani Network operates as a semi-autonomous extension of IS| along the
Afghanistan-Pakistan border.

« GFPIAT ACaP BINATATA-TREATT BYAT T IS FT 3ref-Farae RAEaR & 9 F F1F AT 2|
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* It is led by Sirajuddin Haqgani, who is now Afghanistan’s interior minister, despite a $10
million U.S. bounty.

- 58 RRTS[EAIT §FF Tl Sicjcd X T8 &, Sl 379 HBIAAEATT & I8 HA o, STa1eh 3o 9T IAREET
garT $10 fafers &1 g ST 2

» The network serves as both an ISI proxy in Afghanistan and a facilitator for anti-India
operations.

* Jg Acde ARIMAEA & IS| &1 gfafafr 31k s e 3rfaame) #1 ggs s & ST A a7
AT &

* ISIS-K (Islamic State-Khorasan) emerged from Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) defectors,
operating in eastern Afghanistan and Pakistan’s tribal areas.

* FEANTAF FT-FGUAT (ISIS-K) FT 3T Tgdh-T-A1ferareT Nfreart (TTP) & s1ch gV Teed
g, Sl qdf Irpanfaearet 3R arfhedrer & amigars &l o afhar 1

+ Although ideologically opposed to Pakistani objectives, Pakistan’s security
establishment is believed to tacitly allow some ISIS-K operations.

 §Telifeh g TFEare! 3eaedl & daRe &7 & farer & &, O oy wiftsearer i guan sqaea 5o
ISIS-K 3rf¥ramat it goara srgefer &et gefhid g &1

» Harakat ul-Mujahidin (HUM) operates as a specialised recruitment channel for Pakistani
proxies and has deep links with religious seminaries.

« T 3a-FafearT (HUM) Ueh fardisre srcff deter & &0 31 ) ot § 3R e qifdearedt
HETHT & MG Ha ¢ |

* Over 60% of HUM recruits are funneled into LeT and JeM operations.

* HUM & 60% & 31ftre orcff Famait &1 eread-u-aara (LeT) 3R Ster-w-aAigeag (JeM) & rfdmt
& ST ST &

 Pakistan’s connection with these groups is not just an allegation, but supported by
evidence, including defector testimonies, global intelligence, and financial tracking.

* UTfehEcTel T So1 HITSwT & HET Shaol RN Tg1 8, dfeh T TaTedl, Fawrsrd ginar Raet
3 fahra Effar & ST Rigw #1

* ISI has institutionalised terrorism as state policy through a three-tiered system:

. IS| 7 ATAFATE Y T AT F T H FEIRF A7 &, S NA-FaQT YOITel! & dgd ATl ardr
g

o Strategic direction and funding via specialised “S-Wing” units

o AT "S- FFHEAT & ATEIH F WfaF fEem 3 wiEer
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o Operational support by retired military personnel
- Qarfaga A7 FRTAT & AT @ aRe=rees wada
> Material assistance, including weapons, training, and intelligence

* Despite officially joining the "War on Terror' post 9/11, Pakistan has followed a dual
strategy: supporting “good terrorists” while opposing “bad terrorists”.

» 9/11 & 1€ ' HTiF & RS Jeur H AFRF T F aiffrer @1 o Srasg, Iriehedrl o "=
FTAFHATeAT FTHALT 3R "X ITcdFarear HT faer et 1 e WA 3T=Trs |

* Over 45,000 lives have been lost due to Pakistan’s involvement in terrorism since 1990.

+ 1990 & UTRFEAT Y HTcAware 3 fAFT F FROT 379 oIeh 45,000 ¥ & WY Y AT 57 et
gl

* Pakistan’s repeated listing on the FATF Grey List (2008-2010, 2012-2015, 2018-2022)
confirms its failure to dismantle terror financing.

 YTfeh&dTel &1 SR-IR FATF 3 = # 3117 (2008-2010, 2012-2015, 2018-2022) $H STcT &1 FHTOT

& for gg 3mahr RAT9YT Y e FI F AP T &

* Former President Pervez Musharraf admitted to training terrorists for Kashmir, while
Nawaz Sharif also acknowledged state support for terrorism.

» 7& Tregafer 9T AN o FAR & e st #Y wRifdra s i a1 TR @ o, safes
Tarer AF o ot AT HIrSaT P AT FAAA ot T a1 AT Y|

* Recently, Pakistan’s foreign minister and Bilawal Bhutto both said they had been doing
“dirty work” for the West.

- g1l & #, WftrFarsr & Rder w0 3R Rramae sger o #e & 3 &9 a9 8 afRash &aif &1 9
HH' FL &

Funding and Radicalisation

famraiyor 3 Feerafiwtor

* Terror infrastructure is funded through sophisticated networks that offer plausible
deniability.

« 37T FI &7 SIfed steash! ¥ faauNT g1dT & ST TASERIT Y FHTTAT 10 W@ & |

* Religious charities act as main collection hubs, with 40+ front organisations raising $150-
200 million annually.

- ennfier NS 7T Harg e & T F w1 w8, 3R 40 F 31T F@ler ForseT iy av $150-
200 fAfoTe sheor A ¢ |
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» State funding through classified budget allocations is estimated at $100-125 million
annually.

» MUART T HTaeal F ATCIH A AT FATANYOT h1 3eTATTA TR $100-125 FAfTer wiay
gl

* Money laundering via hawala networks (with hubs in Dubai, Karachi, and Peshawar) and
narcotics trafficking on the Afghanistan-Pakistan-India corridor generate an additional $75
million annually.

« §ATET A (T & § gas, FIET AR JeATaR) & ATCIH I Felt dAffeger 3R Fpanfadra-
IfFEA-3RT AT WX e ggrat i e @ $75 R ot sma gidr 81

* Cryptocurrency was used to transfer $15+ million in 2023.

- FFeRYRiEY & ATEH T 2023 # $15 ARIT F 310 Hr w7 TUHaRa Hr TS|

» Under FATF pressure, some reforms were made, but terror-financing organisations were
only renamed, not dismantled.

* FATF & ga1a 7 & IR §U, dAfthe AT fAaa1vor Hrsal & Hael a1 qgof 7T, 3o FACT
oTet foham ara|

 Pakistan hosts over 30,000 madrassas, with 10-15% directly linked to extremist groups.

« TIRREATST # 30,000 & HTAF Aed ¥, fHTo & 10-15% ey TwAT Horaat & 3 ¢

» These promote violent jihad against India, and use media, social networks, and school
curriculum for radicalisation.

« Y 9RA & o FHsw [Sge #) gemar 2a ¢ 3R 9% fov Hifzar, aera aeas, 31 daafors
UTSIHH FHT 3T FA & |

» They also target economically vulnerable youth from disadvantaged regions, creating a
self-sustaining recruitment pipeline.

» IE TF T F FHAR &A1 F JaT3HT T AT8TT e ¢ 3R veh Fa-anfare arelt gomelt famfaa
gl

Evolution of the Network

Acds o1 A

* The terror network began in the 1990s with insurgency in Kashmir via LeT and HUM.
* I 3Tl Aeash 1990 & eI & FHAR # 39raTg & SIRT, LeT 3R HUM & ATETH & Y& g3

* By the early 2000s, JeM emerged as a group specialising in suicide attacks.

* 2000 & &2 Y YEIHTT a0, JeM Ueh Regrfier gl & farerwsr Hetaet & &9 # 337
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» Post-9/11, these groups became more sophisticated, using cyber and information warfare
for plausible deniability.

- 9/11 % 9Tg, 3 T HiAF aRsFHd &) 777 3R Fasdiaor ey alis & g T G Jou A
YT e T |

* Taliban’s return in 2021 boosted this infrastructure — training camps were re-established in
Afghanistan, infiltration attempts in 2023-24 increased, and coordination between LeT, JeM,
and Taliban-linked groups intensified.

+ 2021 ¥ ATforETer Y AT A SH & 1 AR A AT — IrpenfaEarT F gfraror AT awr
U §U, 2023-24 H guds H FR 7, 3K LeT, JeM 3R Afdarar § 52 aogl & dra goeaa
FHST E3T|

* This is a state-supported system with deep roots in Pakistan’s security establishment,
which sees terror groups as strategic assets.

* TE Teh AT-FATHS JOITel &, 511 Tifereater iy GRamm Heam3it & 7g0s aF 31 & 3N Tcishard
gt 1 (orehfas wafe & 9 7 S@ B

* The April 2025 Pahalgam attack, in which 26 civilians were killed and traced to LeT
operatives trained in Pakistan, is the latest proof of this threat.

« 31T 2025 FT IEIITH AT, THTH 26 ANIRE AR T 31T 5 TIfhed & vRfAd LeT
HTATFAT & SVST 31T, 5T WA T TSI JATOT g

* This infrastructure poses a serious threat to regional stability, especially to India, and
demands global action.

- g o & FEuar & AT st @ &, [Fdvew siRa & faw, 31k saa v dRas sifarg #ir
HTIRIHAT &

» The solution lies in unwavering international pressure on Pakistan to permanently
dismantle — not just rename or restrain — these terrorist networks.

* SHT HATHTT UTTehEclle] TR g HAWTSERT AT ST, FoT 3TTciehl Sicaehi ohl chaol ATH dgelal AT
YT TT & Uehal & oI TUTM T § TcH FA H &
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India-UK. goods trade surged 60% in
eight years; imports nearly doubled

Electrical machinery, N-reactors, boilers & machinery, mineral fuels & oils, pearls, precious & semi-precious stones, pharma
make up nearly half of what India exports to the UK., machinery, engineering goods to see strong growth with FTA in place

[GS Paper IlI: External Sector

TCA Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

ndia’s total merchan-
l dise trade with the

U.K. has grown steadi-
ly over the years, touching
$19.3 billion in 2024-25 up
to January 2025. However,
import growth has out-
paced that of exports by a
significant margin.

Notably, trade in both
directions is highly con-
centrated in just a few sec-
tors, data from the Minis-
try of Commerce and
Industry shows.

An analysis by The Hin-
du shows that just five pro-
duct categories — electrical
machinery (15.3%), nuclear
reactors, boilers & machin-
ery (11.6%), mineral fuels
and oils (9.1%), pearls, pre-
cious & semi-precious
stones (7%), and pharma

Trade geometry

India’s trade with the U.K. (In S billion)

| Import

India’s total trade with the U.K. at $19.3 billion

in 2024-25 till January 2025 is nea
than the $12.2 billion in 2016-17

rly 60% higher 20
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products (5.4%) — together
make up nearly half of
what India exports to the
U.K. The largest category
in this, machinery and en-
gineering goods, is likely to
see strong growth follow-
ing implementation of the
Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) with the UK. an-

nounced on Tuesday, ac-
cording to  industry
participants.

“With the FTA in place,
engineering exports to the
U.K. are projected to near-
ly double over the next five
years, reaching around
$7.55 billion by 2029-30,”
said Pankaj Chadha, chair-

Source: Ministry of Commerce and Industry

man of the Engineering Ex-
ports Promotion Council
of India. “The U.K. is cur-
rently India’s sixth largest
engineering export desti-
nation.” The import situa-
tion is even more concen-
trated. The top five
product categories —
pearls, precious & semi-

precious stones (30.5%),
nuclear reactors, boilers &
machinery (17.4%), electri-
cal machinery (7.2%), iron
and steel (5%), and alumi-
nium and its articles (4.5%)
— together make up 65% of
India’s imports from the
U.K. India’s total trade with
the U.K. stood at $12.2 bil-
lion in 2016-17, the earliest
year for which the ministry
provides data. Of this, In-
dia’s exports stood at $8.5
billion and imports were
$3.7 billion.

This has grown signifi-
cantly over the years. Total
trade, at $19.3 billion in
202425 up to January
2025, is nearly 60% higher
than its level in 2016-17. Ex-
ports have grown 41% to
$12 billion.

However, over this pe-
riod, imports grew nearly
100% to $7.3 billion.

India-U.K. Goods Trade Surged 60% in Eight Years
HRA-Y,&. T SATIR TS a8 # 60% T

-India's total merchandise trade with the U.K. reached $19.3 billion in
2024-25 (up to January 2025).

* 9 T Y F. & WY Fel AT SAMIR 2024-25 (FTadt 2025 aF) A $19.3
ffogas as qg’%r T

* However, imports have grown at a significantly faster rate compared to exports.

« T, AT T Jefer & forafer & Joietr & F1hr A W T

* Trade in both directions is highly concentrated in just a few sectors, according to data from
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

- A0 3R 3T HATCr o Hiehs! o AR, alal 3t 7 =R Fo a-ga a4 7 & Hfea
gl
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Major Export Categories to U.K.
& B AR & T fadta Aforat

* Five product categories make up nearly 50% of India's exports to the U.K.:

« I, T TR & ST 50% el 5a7 ot Aforat &

e Electrical machinery (15.3%)

o gafacha ARFH (15.3%)

e Nuclear reactors, boilers & machinery (11.6%)
o e Ruaed, atger 3t A= (11.6%)

e Mineral fuels and oils (9.1%)

o @iae §ua 3T AT (9.1%)

e Pearls, precious & semi-precious stones (7%)
o A, e 3 P geer (7%)

e Pharmaceutical products (5.4%)

o  BEATEIRET 379G (5.4%)

* The largest among these is machinery and engineering goods, which is expected to see
strong growth after the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with the U.K.

- 5o T 37 fewar wefterdy 3R SShiforaRer avgat & &, S %, F AT Fod SR wHAS
(FTA) & §T¢, delt & ¢et 1 37H1G g

Projected Growth in Engineering Exports
getiferafer faafa & srpnfaa gefer

» According to Pankaj Chadha, chairman of the Engineering Exports Promotion Council of
India, engineering exports to the U.K. are projected to nearly double in the next five years,
reaching around $7.55 billion by 2029-30.

- gonforafor vaaads gatereT FT3RAer 31w 3131 & 3reuer daher T3eT & ITAN, 39Tel g ast A
3. P SMTAARIT foraflef Farsrar BN gl 2029-30 T $7.55 ffraer e ugw weharr §

* The U.K. is currently India’s sixth largest destination for engineering exports.

.q%gmmmmmﬁmﬁﬂmﬁw%l

Major Import Categories from U.K.
&, W HRA & 9@ 3mara Aforat
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* Top five import categories together make up 65% of India’s imports from the U.K.:

« I, W 9T & 65% AT g Ao I 373 &

e Pearls, precious & semi-precious stones (30.5%)
o A, Frrc 3T 3Pt 92T (30.5%)

¢ Nuclear reactors, boilers & machinery (17.4%)

o e Ruaed, atger 3t A (17.4%)

e Electrical machinery (7.2%)

o gdfFcHrd AR (7.2%)

e Iron and steel (5%)

o oer 3R sEaTa (5%)
e Aluminium and its articles (4.5%)

o TR 3R 3HF 371E (4.5%)

Trade Growth Over the Years
gt & SAIR 7 gefer

* In 2016-17, India’s total trade with the U.K. was $12.2 billion — $8.5 billion exports and $3.7
billion imports.

* 2016-17 3 HR T F,F. & WY Fef ATIR $12.2 faforaer a1 — foras $8.5 Raferger frafa 3ik
$3.7 fafaaer smara 9

* By 2024-25 (up to January), trade rose to $19.3 billion, a 60% increase from 2016-17 levels.

* 2024-25 (STeTal ) H Jg TR TeohT $19.3 Taferaer g1 Iram, S 2016-17 I JelelT 7 60%
=g

* Exports rose by 41% to $12 billion during this period.
- 3 39T HF AT 41% Sea $12 faforast g1 aram

* However, imports almost doubled, rising by 100% to $7.3 billion.

« TET, AT ST AT BT $7.3 ATt &Y 12, S 100% 7 gafer
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TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Senior Cardinal Urges Conclave Voters to Select a Pope

Who Will Seek Unity

qR™S FIfSAT o THABEI § Thdl TTge dTel GT ST Tolel FHT

31marg

2. The Hindu Made of Chennai wins laurels at WAN-IFRA

World Media Awards 2025

g fig A3 3T =18 FT WAN-IFRA o8 Hif3ar 3rarsa 2025

H GFAT A

Senior cardinal urges conclave voters
to select a Pope who will seek unity

[PCS

Associated Press
VATICAN CITY

With all the pomp, drama
and solemnity that the
Catholic Church can mus-
ter, 133 cardinals on Wed-
nesday began centuries-
old rituals to elect a succes-
sor to Pope Francis,
celebrating a morning
Mass before opening the
most geographically di-
verse conclave in the faith’s
2,000-year history.

Airwaves jammed
The dean of the College of
Cardinals, Cardinal Gio-
vanni Battista Re, presided
over the service, urging the
voters to set aside all per-
sonal interests and find a
Pope who prizes unity.
From the altar of St. Pe-

2

Future course: Cardinals attend the Holy Mass presided over by
Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re in the Vatican on Wednesday. REUTERS

ter’s Basilica, Mr. Re
prayed that the cardinals
can agree “on the Pope
that our time needs,” as he
offered a final set of march-
ing orders before they en-
ter the Sistine Chapel later
on Wednesday to begin the

secret voting.

Hailing from 70 coun-
tries, the cardinals are be-
ing sequestered from the
outside world, their cell-
phones surrendered and
airwaves around the Vati-
can jammed to prevent all

communications until they
find a new leader for the
1.4 billion-member church.

Francis named 108 of
the 133 “princes of the
church,” choosing many
pastors in his image from
far-flung countries such as
Mongolia, Sweden and
Tonga that had never had a
cardinal before.

His decision to surpass
the usual limit of 120 cardi-
nal electors and include
younger ones from the
“global south” has injected
an unusual degree of un-
certainty in a process that
is always full of mystery
and suspense.

Many cardinals hadn’t
met one another until last
week and lamented they
needed more time to get to
know each another.

Senior
Cardinal Urges
Conclave
Voters to
Select a Pope
Who Will Seek
Unity

aitss FifSerer
o gAREN &
TehdT dTga aTa
99 Y TeAel T
3marg feam

+ With all the pomp,
drama, and solemnity

that the Catholic Church can muster, 133 cardinals on Wednesday began centuries-old rituals
to elect a successor to Pope Francis, celebrating a morning Mass before opening the most
geographically diverse conclave in the faith’s 2,000-year history.
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o FUAR T 9 HIFAH o STRIVRRY T ool T HIGAT AT TTshdT YE T, A Fag A qrear woi
(Mass) & & #od sitafars w0 & fafdrer aestere & eand &1 718 S 5@ &a & 2,000 st &
i ¥ Ugell SR 8 W@ &

 Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, the dean of the College of Cardinals, presided over the
service, urging the voters to set aside all personal interests and find a Pope who prizes
unity.

- FfSerer foraarelt afawar Y, S Fiasr 36 FfSaeq & 31T §, 5 38 IS FHT 7 Accd fovam 3R
AT & et Feft safFcare fral 1 camrer iR TF 91T T FeTel 1 37TaIg 2T SiY Tl Y
wra TR |

* From the altar of St. Peter’s Basilica, Mr. Re prayed that the cardinals can agree “on the
Pope that our time needs,” offering a final set of marching orders before they enter the
Sistine Chapel later on Wednesday to begin the secret voting.

- dT die IRATIFT Hr A& T A T & Irar 1 T FifSator "gAR AT F 0T 9T ¥ 3T TSHar g
38 W HEA 81, 3R I[oa AGErT YE F & [0 3 UaR & a6 7 R doa A wr w §
ggo 3ifas fader few arw)

* Hailing from 70 countries, the cardinals are being sequestered from the outside world, their
cellphones surrendered, and airwaves around the Vatican jammed to prevent all
communications until they find a new leader for the 1.4 billion-member church.

» 70 20T { 31T FHITSAe T ST GfAAT A 3T TWT IAT 8, 3e7eh AATSel Bl AT I faw 7T,
3R afewa & Imaarw Y gl TR ao FY FH FT 7 4§, AOIfF F9 dF I 1.4 IR FeEAt
aTel T o 51U Sicll T YoATd o &Y o, IS HUh of &1 Heh|

* Pope Francis named 108 of the 133 “princes of the church,” choosing many pastors in his
image from far-flung countries such as Mongolia, Sweden, and Tonga, which had never had
a cardinal before.

- YT HIFAE A 133 H G 108 “TF F AAFART” T g 1, 3 370er S s areiat i
FanforT, TiseT, 3R o S8 qrerer & &0t & ToiT, ToieTel & 3 &t A sad ugel F3ft F1§ FiSerer
g g3 Tl

* His decision to surpass the usual limit of 120 cardinal electors and include younger ones

from the “global south” has injected an unusual degree of uncertainty in a process that is
always full of mystery and suspense.

* 3ogiot 120 FIfSeTer foraTerehl BT SORTITeT FHIAT T IR HYC §T "Tellael AI3Y" T JaT3it &1 amfarer
T T AT fora, oo uger & &) W6 3R QAT & o1y 53 ufehar & 3T srfafRadar 3
T
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* Many cardinals hadn’t met one another until last week and lamented they needed more
time to get to know each other.

« % FIfSeTel od AoATE aF TH-ga & 781 e &, 31K 351 I8 IFA STam o 3¢ Tah-
GER T ST & FAT 3R o 1 e |

The Hindu Made of Chennai
wins laurels at WAN-IFRA
World Media Awards 2025

IPCS |

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Hindu has been ho-
noured with the “World
Winner” award under the
“Best in Digital Advertising
Product or Initiative” cate-
gory at the WAN-IFRA
World Media Awards,
2025, recently held in Kra-
kow, Poland.

The accolade was for
The Hindu Made of Chen-
nai (MoC) campaign,
which brought Chennai’s
stories and spirit to the fo-
refront during the city’s
385th birthday. This marks
the second consecutive
year that the campaign has
received international
recognition.

Inits second edition, the
MoC transformed Madras
Day (August 22) into Ma-
dras Month, with 40 days
of celebration. The cam-
paign brought live con-

R Yl

- ¢ =

A crowd gathers during the ‘Moonlight Cinema’ screening along the

- o

beach as part of the ‘Made of Chennai’ initiative. FILE PHOTO

certs, art exhibitions,
quizzes, photography con-
tests, and social impact
programmes to the city.
The “Namma Marina,
Namma Pride” beach
clean-up and “Zero Acci-
dents” road safety drive,
conducted in partnership
with the Greater Chennai
Corporation and Chennai
Police, were initiatives that
made MoC unique.

Suresh Balakrishna,
Chief Revenue Officer, The

Hindu Group, said, “This
global recognition by
WAN-IFRA is a celebration
of Chennai itself — its peo-
ple, its stories, and its resi-
lience. ‘Made of Chennai’
was conceptualised to re-
flect the essence of our city
in a way that connects
deeply and meaningfully.
We are proud that a cam-
paign born from love for
Chennai has been ho-
noured on the world
stage.”

The Hindu Made
of Chennai wins
laurels at WAN-
IFRA World
Media Awards
2025

g Bq Az 3®
eols I WAN-
IFRA ges #ifsar
3argd 2025 #
HFATA TR

« The Hindu has

been honoured with

the “World Winner”
award under the
“Best in Digital

Advertising Product

or Initiative”
category at the
WAN-IFRA World

Media Awards 2025,

held recently in
Krakow, Poland.

- g g ®! g1l &1 7 F1h), diels 3 3mAfSra WAN-IFRA ges #ifsar satsw
2025 # "Bfored Aaas 3carg a1 yger # gaAss” Aol # "ges e aE
¥ gFATTAd fomar arm|
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» The accolade was for The Hindu’s “Made of Chennai (MoC)” campaign, which highlighted
Chennai’s stories and spirit during the city’s 385th birthday.

« Ig EFN & g #1 " A3 3HE Aee1§ (MoC)" ATt & fAw am, forwey Aer§ i warforat 3k
THAT 1 2AFT & 3853 FAeAfeet & SN T &

» This marks the second consecutive year that the campaign has received international
recognition.

+ U AR G T & ST 3 MU I HAERT TR TR AT ITel €5 2

Campaign Details

AT F1 fAawor

* In its second edition, the MoC campaign extended Madras Day (August 22) into a 40-day
Madras Month celebration.

* 3T9eT QA WERIOT H, MoC 31TRATH & 22 39T (& 3) 1 40 At & Femw 7Y #H scor e

» The campaign featured live concerts, art exhibitions, quizzes, photography contests, and
social impact programmes.

- 37 FfRAITT H ABT Fiewe, FHaT i, Faer, HreRmdr gfaaifamn, ik aenfas gsma arer
FRIGH ATTAA A

* The “Namma Marina, Namma Pride” beach clean-up and the “Zero Accidents” road
safety drive, conducted with Greater Chennai Corporation and Chennai Police, were key
highlights.

HIAREA IR Aeer§ gfAw o Ty AR AT T 978, T faare of|

Statement by The Hindu Group
g foq 79 1 FaTeT

» Suresh Balakrishna, Chief Revenue Officer of The Hindu Group, said that this global
recognition by WAN-IFRA is a celebration of Chennai — its people, stories, and resilience.

-+ € &g 9 & i e AT Y AAFSOT o1 &gl foh WAN-IFRA aRT e Ig dRas et
YeoTs — TP AN, Fgreral, 3R Fadeliear — &1 3cqa B

* He said “Made of Chennai was conceptualised to reflect the essence of the city in a deep
and meaningful way.”

« 35gIeT T, "AS 3T FooT$ P! 37 G U FHodstl & 715 AT foh Ig 2T & AR &I 750$ 3R oot
ad& o garfo|”
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* He added that they are proud that a campaign born from love for Chennai has been
honoured on the world stage.
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