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In its maiden sitting outside Mumbai, State
Cabinet honours Ahilyabai, woos Dhangars

|GS Paper I: History

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra Cabinet
on Tuesday, in its maiden
sitting outside capital
Mumbai, announced a
bunch of decisions includ-
ing 5,503 crore for the de-
velopment of temples
across the State, steps to-
wards the Nashik Kumbh in
2027, and several initiatives
for the Dhangar
community.

The meeting was held in
Chondi to mark the 300th
birth anniversary of Indore
queen Ahilyabai Holkar
and her legacy. Chondi is
the birthplace of the me-
dieval queen. Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis said
that a sum of ¥681 crore has
been sanctioned for the
preservation of Ahilyabai’s
memorial in Chondi and a
medical college, to be
named Punyashlok Ahilya-
devi Holkar Government
Medical College, and an In-
dustrial Training Institute
for girls will be set up in
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Outside the capltal Chief M|n|ster Devendra Fadnavis with Deputy Chlef Ministers Eknath Shmde and
Ajit Pawar at a function to honour Ahilyabai Holkar at Chondi village in Ahilyanagar district on Tuesday. x

Ahilyanagar district.

The Cabinet also decid-
ed to make a feature film
and release a special postal
ticket and logo on
Ahilyabai.

Kumbh Mela authority

Among other decisions,
the Cabinet approved the
framing of a law to set up
an authority for the Nashik-
Trimbakeshwar =~ Kumbh
Mela 2025. The Kumbh Me-
la Authority, which will be

responsible for planning
the mega congregation in
Nashik district in 2027, will
be formed on the lines of
one in Prayagraj, Uttar
Pradesh.

In an outreach to the
Dhangar community, the
Cabinet approved a plan to
enrol more Dhangar stu-
dents in reputed residen-
tial schools. “Around
31,300 students have been
enrolled in 162 schools bet-
ween 202122 and 2024-25
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under the Raje Yashwan-
trao Holkar Mahamesh Yo-
jana. We look forward to
enrolling over 10,000 stu-
dents,” said Mr. Fadnavis.
For years now, the
Dhangar community has
been demanding reserva-
tions under Scheduled
Tribes category, which pro-
vides 7% quota, while they
are currently receiving
3.5% reservation in educa-
tion and jobs under the No-
madic Tribes category.

Page2



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

© ° TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

yyy YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

b
Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

State Cabinet’s Historic Sitting and Key Announcements

s AfxAser 1 Aaefds doF iR FE7 avone

* The Maharashtra Cabinet held its maiden sitting outside Mumbai on Tuesday, marking a
significant political gesture.

* HITAR T HERTSE HfAAC o1 HIS F q6T Tgell IR 45 I, 51 Teh HEcdqUT TsTeiiicieh Hehel AT

* In this meeting, it announced decisions worth ¥5,503 crore for the development of temples
across the State and steps for the Nashik Kumbh Mela 2027.

- 5 ok # T ¥ A #fet & R & forw 5,503 w3 31 a1flie For A 2027 Fr qamiat
& foIT sheaT ST Tyor &Y TS|

« Several initiatives were also announced for the Dhangar community.

* Y19 FAHGTT & I 81 g Tgell T ENTOT T 775

Tribute to Ahilyabai Holkar in Chondi
BIGI 7 RIS FreT I s

* The meeting was held in Chondi, the birthplace of Queen Ahilyabai Holkar, on her 300th
birth anniversary.

« g S5 BIEl H ITANTIT T 315, T WY I eATETS g FI FT=aEde g, 3R Ig 37t 3004t
ST & 3UAET H AT I TS|

» Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis announced %681 crore for the preservation of
Ahilyabai’s memorial.

- FEIHA g BIUTE o JHTgeTaTS T TARF & HIETT o [T ¥681 FU43 I 6IyoT |

* A government medical college, named Punyashlok Ahilyadevi Holkar Government
Medical College, will be set up in Ahilyanagar district.

« HiFEATETS TR ToTel A Ueh TXFRY AT Plerar, fSiwent A quaeais srfgeanedt glast
T AfSTH Hicksr oM, TAAS fohar STTam|

* An Industrial Training Institute (ITI) for girls will also be established.

- ARl & v v site@ e gftrator wwame (1T1) ¢ Tnfia fear e

A feature film, special postal ticket, and logo on Ahilyabai will also be created.

« AT W U Frax e, T QAT 316 feave, 31K T aan 8 R favar Soem|
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Nashik Kumbh Mela Authority

» The Cabinet approved the creation of a legal authority for the Nashik-Trimbakeshwar
Kumbh Mela 2027.

« HTYeIC o AAF-TTHET F AT 2027 o [TT Teh FTefett FIRAFIOT Tt T AL &

» This Kumbh Mela Authority will be modeled on the authority functioning in Prayagraj, Uttar
Pradesh.

* TE T AAT WIAFIOT TAWRIS, I TS H R TITARI0T & Alsel T ITEMR 8191 |

Welfare Measures for Dhangar Community

YR FHEH # [T FeAormrl 39T

» The Cabinet approved a plan to enrol more Dhangar students in reputed residential
schools.

« Ffdeie o wflewr srardr fagrerdt # 31 e BTl ! AHI RS Y T A1t i FH &l

» Under the Raje Yashwantrao Holkar Mahamesh Yojana, 31,300 students were enrolled in
162 schools between 2021-22 and 2024-25.

* TSl TAGAT FleThT HTAY FTelT & el 2021-22 F 2024-25 & & 31,300 BTAT T 162 FHal

# ATHITR TohaT raT|

» The government aims to enrol over 10,000 more students.

« LRI T 18T 10,000 W 30 BEY o1 3R AT HLar B

» The Dhangar community has long demanded Scheduled Tribe (ST) reservation, which
provides 7% quota.

* YoTIR HHSHT od THYI O HJHFAT STAoifed (ST) HIRETOT Y H7aT Y 6T 8, i 7% 3HRETOT el
HRAT &

* Currently, they receive 3.5% reservation under the Nomadic Tribes category.

« IAAT A 3¢ a7 snfar (Nomadic Tribes) A0ft & dge 3.5% 3MRETOT Aol g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page4



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Ahilyabai Holkar

FfgeaETs glaat

e Ahilyabai Holkar was born on 31 May 1725 in Chondi village, located in present-day
Ahilyanagar district, Maharashtra.

HRITETS BT T o 31 A 1725 Y AV 97T, IIH HeeARIR foreT,
HERISE H §3T 2T

e She was the daughter of Mankoji Shinde, who was the Patil (chief) of Chondi village.
JE AP R AT T off, S AT F o (R

e At the age of 8, she was married to Khanderao Holkar, son of Malhar Rao Holkar, a
prominent noble of the Maratha Empire.

8aY fT I H 3ofohT TAITE WIST BT & g3, S AST AT & YHT
TCER ARG gl & T 3|

Rise to Power
AT #H AEHA
o After the deaths of her husband Khanderao Holkar (1754), father-in-law Malhar

Rao Holkar (1766), and son Male Rao Holkar (1767), Ahilyabai took charge of the
Holkar dynasty.

39 afd @EUE gadT (1754), YT ARG g} (1766) 3R IF AT T

BT (1767) BT Hcg o dTe, AReATars o gierdy aer T Far Jarell|

e She ruled the Malwa region from 1767 to 1795, and established Maheshwar
(present-day Madhya Pradesh) as the capital of the Holkar dynasty.

3egiel 1767 & 1795 deh ATAAT &7 T AT fohar 3R #Ageay (ATl AL
W&RN) i gIeThY q°r Y ST SATAT|

e Ahilyabai was known for her just and benevolent rule. She promoted trade,
agriculture, and focused on the welfare of her subjects.

JfeeaEs 39 IR 3R FeAoeER aHaT F OT S Srdr 8| 3egie
SR, FY 1 Forar fgar 3R Saswedror W earT $igd fhar|

Military Leadership and Defense

HT Aqea 3 gan

e Trained in military affairs by her father-in-law, she personally led armies into battle
to protect her kingdom.
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3¢ =g IO A qgR earT gffera foham s or 3R Segl T e
Uy &l T & ToIw 13t F1 Aeea foha|

e Her brother-in-law, Tukoji Rao Holkar, served as her military commander and
later became the ruler of Indore.

3eTh qa), JHISN TG BT, 3oih e FH@ @ 3R a1 AR F aw+ 5|

Cultural and Religious Contributions

qEpfas AR affis aree

e Temple Construction and Restoration: Ahilyabai is renowned for constructing and
renovating numerous temples across India, including the Kashi Vishwanath Temple
in Varanasi.

#feRt @1 fator s geediaer sifgeaerd A oRE X A wS AR @ AT
3R qeredTas S, foeTd armordt F1 el Regary #few anfae g

e Infrastructure Development: She built ghats, wells, dharamshalas (rest houses), and
food facilities for pilgrims and the poor.

gAY e w1 REw 3egie et ik et & fow are, FT, aeterend
(fmar wurer) 3R e At gl sears |

e Promotion of Arts and Culture: Under her patronage, Maheshwar became a center
for literary, musical, artistic, and industrial pursuits.

Tl 3 TEHA FT FIEIOT: 3oTeh HIETOT H AR Wifged, Hafe, el 3R e@hr
T chg, ST 1T
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Early monsoon?
Rains over Nicobar
islands by May 13

|GS Paper I: Geography

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The southwest monsoon
system is expected to ad-
vance into the south Anda-
man Sea, some parts of the
southeast Bay of Bengal,
and Nicobar islands
around May 13, the India
Meteorological ~ Depart-
ment (IMD) said on Tues-
day. This is nearly a week
earlier than the normal on-
set date of May 20 and “re-
latively unusual”, a senior
meteorologist told The
Hindu on Tuesday.

The normal onset date
of the monsoon over Kera-
la is June 1, usually taking
about 10 days for the sys-
tem to reach the State from
the Nicobar islands. “Early
arrival over  Nicobar
doesn’t necessarily mean
that the monsoon will
reach Kerala early,” said D
Sivananda Pai, senior me-
teorologist, IMD. “May 13 is
a little unusual but it only
indicates that the cross-eqg-
uatorial flow of monsoon
has strengthened. There
have been instances when
the monsoon reached Ker-
ala on May 15.”

He said strong cross-eq-
uatorial flow could indi-
cate the development of a
cyclone, which is typical in
the month before the mon-
soon onset.

The monsoon system di-

It usually takes about 10 days
for the system to reach Kerala
from the Nicobar islands.

vides into two branches:
the Bay of Bengal branch
and the Arabian Sea
branch following its arrival
in the Bay of Bengal region.
It’s the arrival of the Ara-
bian sea branch in Kerala
that heralds the onset of
the monsoon over main-
land India. The Bay of Ben-
gal branch sets in within a

week, over Northeast
India.
The IMD has a dedicated

monsoon model for fore-
casting the onset date over
Kerala and is expected to
announce it mid-May. Last
month, the IMD said India
is likely to receive “above
normal” monsoon rainfall,
or 5% more than the histor-
ical average of 87 cm. Were
this to bear out, it would be
a second year of “above
normal” rainfall. Last year,
India received 8% more
than the historical average.

Early Monsoon? Rains over
Nicobar islands by May 13

T AT STedl ATTM? 13 AS dF
fAser gdiat & afer i Famaen

- The southwest monsoon system is
expected to advance into the south
Andaman Sea, some parts of the
southeast Bay of Bengal, and Nicobar
Islands around May 13, according to
the India Meteorological Department
(IMD).

» HRAT Higa fA3mr (IMD) & 37ER, 13
HE & ATHITH STATOT-TIREH ATAHST JoTTelt
& gTRYOT 3SAT ANR, ST T WISt &
gfavor-gdf freat 3iiv e gdiat #F amer
TGT Y FHTET B

* This is nearly a week earlier than the normal onset
date of May 20 and is considered “relatively
unusual,” a senior meteorologist told The Hindu.

« Jg AT 20 A T ATaeqH AT & 9137971 v

FoATE Uger & 31N SO “A3T | AT ST @7 e, Ueh

aftss Atew dafass & ¢ g aar|

* The normal onset date of the monsoon over Kerala

is June 1, and it usually takes about 10 days for the
system to reach Kerala from the Nicobar Islands.

» 3T H ATYSA & MTH ol AAY [T 1 56T 8,
3R AR Zdht & el e Tgae H AR |
FAIHIT 10 f&t oot &

* “Early arrival over Nicobar doesn’t necessarily

mean that the monsoon will reach Kerala early,”
said D. Sivananda Pai, senior meteorologist at IMD.
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« IMD & aRsa #Ataa faare &), Riawe 91f & Fgl, ‘AP & STed) A9THT HT Adold Tg Aar
o er & oft AT STedY Tl

~p

* He said May 13 is “a little unusual,” but it only indicates that the cross-equatorial flow of the
monsoon has strengthened.

« 35g1e1 gl fob 13 A “YIST AT §, AifeheT I dhael Ig GATaT § o AT 71 sreidy aR
Y& Helaqd §37 8|

» There have been past instances when the monsoon reached Kerala as early as May 15.
* gl 1 B 3ATEXUT Ig § 19 Al 15 HE Y & el qgd 1 2T

« Strong cross-equatorial flow could also indicate the development of a cyclone, which is
typical in the month before monsoon onset.

« AT HACAXENT aTg el TFhare & Tahrd 1 8 Heohel & Wehell &, 1Y o ATTHET 3 | w5
& A A H AT Q1T 8|

Structure and Branches of Monsoon System
HTAHET TOTTelt T FT= 3T e

* The monsoon system divides into two branches: the Bay of Bengal branch and the Arabian
Sea branch after it enters the Bay of Bengal region.

« ATAYT JOTE S3TTeT Y WIS &1 H JAL YA & &1G al A3t 7 FAHTST g1 STl §: et iy
QST ATET 3R 3R AR AT

* The Arabian Sea branch’s arrival in Kerala is what officially marks the onset of monsoon
over mainland India.

« 3T A INT R ATET F AT T &1 HRAT HET A F ATTgaT & 3maraAer r s
Q3T HTAT ST & |

* The Bay of Bengal branch sets in within a week, mainly over Northeast India.

« ST Y WIST ATET AR T TF T & HIc) @ihar g1 STl 8, ATT 9 § qafas #Ra A

Forecasting and Rainfall Estimates

R IR T T ST

* The IMD has a dedicated monsoon model to forecast the onset date over Kerala, which is
expected to be announced in mid-May.

* IMD & UTH 3l H ATAST HY YEHTA T TG T TATTHTA oM o T Toh fIee ATerqaT Aiger
¢, ToraehT ewon 7€ & e A v Sreah |
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* Last month, the IMD said that India is likely to receive “above normal” monsoon rainfall —
about 5% more than the historical average of 87 cm.

- oo AT, IMD & g AT i AT & AT ¥ 30+ a9t gl 1 GH1aaT § — 16 e
3itaa 87 A & FToTIT 5% IHAF|

« If this proves correct, it would be the second consecutive year of above normal rainfall.

- AT TE TATTAT TE AT GBIl &, T g FIAR GERT AT 811 STl WA § e Tt gham |

* Last year, India received 8% more rainfall than the historical average.

- oo ay, RA 7 Magw sitaa ¥ 8% 3rfs aut cor $Hir g oY

1. TOPICS COVERED GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and
International Relations)

2. India—UK Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and Double
Contribution Convention
HRA-TF FFd IR AT (FTA) 30T greX 31ererer
HFAT

3. SC details 221 names approved for HCs under last two
Clls

oo & geg =Tl & FRF 7 399 ATl F v
FdiFd 221 ATAT H1 faavor ghe F1E a I frar

4. PM speaks to Emir of Qatar as India steps up outreach

I T Healfads gger: TUTAHA! o FHal & AR & &
CIGEIG]

5. Frameworks Under Which the Bureaucracy Functions
o o F 3iaeta AlFTamd FF FA

6. Flexibility and Realism are the Hallmarks of Vietham’s
Communists

TreiaTae 3R Furdare faaeTs & Fegfacel Y ggarT 8
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Trade pact gives
India zero duty’
access to the UK.

GS Paper II: India-US

Breaking barriers

The deal is expected to double bilateral trade by 2030

® Reduced import duties for cosmetics,

3 = 99% Indian exports to benefit from
a zero duty in U.K. market
] = Britain to benefit from reduction in tariffs
on whisky, gin and automotive imports

Commerce Minister

Piyush Goyal and

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

India and the United King-
dom have concluded a his-
toric Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) that will see
99% of Indian exports to
the UK. benefiting from
zero duties, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and U.K.
Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er announced on Tuesday.

“In a historic milestone,
India and the U.K. have
successfully concluded an
ambitious and mutually
beneficial Free Trade
Agreement, along with a
Double Contribution Con-
vention,” Mr. Modi posted
on X, following a tele-
phone conversation with
Mr. Starmer.

According to a release
by the Commerce and In-
dustry Ministry, the FTA
ensures  comprehensive
market access in the U.K.
for Indian goods, covering
all of India’s export inter-
ests.

“India will gain from ta-
riff elimination on about
99% of the tariff lines co-
vering almost 100% of the
trade value offering huge
opportunities for increase
in the bilateral trade,” the
release said. India has
agreed to cut rates on 90%
of tariff lines from the UK.,
its government said, with

aerospace and medical devices, -

lamb, salmon, electrical & 4

machinery, chocolates
U.K. Trade Secretary  and biscuits to favour
Jonathan Reynolds.  Indian consumers 7

85% of these set to become
zero tariff within a decade.

Further, whisky and gin
tariffs are to be halved
from the current 150% to
75% before reducing to
40% by year ten of the
deal. Automotive tariffs
will go from over 100% to
10% under a quota.

Landmark deal

“Today Britain has agreed
alandmark trade deal with
India,” Mr. Starmer an-
nounced on X.

“Fantastic news for Brit-
ish business, British work-
ers, and British shop-
pers...,” he said.

The U.K’s Business and
Trade Secretary, Jonathan
Reynolds, called the new
agreement “the largest ev-
er trade deal secured by
the UK.

In a relief for Indian
workers temporarily in the
U.K., the Double Contribu-
tion Convention signed
between the two countries
includes a provision whe-
rein such Indian workers
and their employers will be
exempt from paying social
security contributions in
the UK. for a period of
three years.

(With inputs from Sriram
Lakshman from London)
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» PAGES 6,12
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India—UK Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and
Double Contribution Convention

HRA—IF HFd SATIR FAHAT (FTA) 3R ke
3RUETeT TFAele

- India and the United Kingdom have concluded a
historic Free Trade Agreement (FTA) that provides
zero duties on 99% of Indian exports to the U.K.

« 3R 3R Ferses fhersw A v o AFa SR
FHSANGT (FTA) W91 {7 8, I T T g1 arer 99%
R AT TR e e W&t e &1

* The announcement was made by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer on Tuesday.

« Ig TVUT JeTeaa s A 31 I&F & TereaE fR FeRan o
HITAR T F1|

* Mr. Modi posted on X that the agreement is an ambitious and
mutually beneficial step for both nations.

» A1 FIET 7 X O 9IS I §U el o6 Tg Tt At 41 & forw v
Agearhiall 3R IFYT AR FEH g

Comprehensive Market Access and Tariff Benefits
ATIS SR TET 31T Yok et

* According to the Commerce and Industry Ministry, the FTA
ensures comprehensive market access in the U.K. for Indian
goods, covering all of India’s export interests.

- OIS 3R 3EANT HATET & AR, Tg FTA R a&3i1 o forw
I H SIS FToIR Igd AT el & 3R 8 & Tl e feat
T QAT T ¢

* India will gain from tariff elimination on 99% of the tariff lines, covering almost 100% of the
trade value.
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* HIXA T 99% Yok ATFAT T Yo FHITCA I T G131, ST ST 100% SATIR HE T hal
AT

* India has agreed to cut tariffs on 90% of U.K. tariff lines, with 85% set to become zero
within a decade.

« HXA o o HT 90% Yok TSl W Yo Telt ) TAT &I &, ToraH & 85% Yo o 1 &
T o= gl STeaT |

Key Product Tariff Reductions
HET 3cqTel W Yo & FHetdt

* Whisky and gin tariffs will be halved from 150% to 75%, and later reduced to 40% by year
ten of the deal.

- RgwhT 31kt et T e T 150% @ gera 75% fram Sieer 3R waAsila & gud af aF 39
40% de HH T &1 ST |

* Automotive tariffs will be reduced from over 100% to 10% under a quota system.

-+ AT FeuTel 9T e I 100% § TETHT 10% T ST, it foh HYeT Jorrel & g gram|

* UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer called it a landmark trade deal and said it was fantastic
news for British business, workers, and shoppers.

* T3 & TUTTFA HR TR 33 Uk AT AR FASlar sar 3R Fer o g ffeer samr,
fAFI 3 aERl F AT AR FE R

* U.K. Business and Trade Secretary Jonathan Reynolds stated this is the largest ever trade
deal secured by the U.K.

* Ih & SYTIR [ ATl YATeTH ¥ e o Tg b GRT g1Ae ThaT 31T S b T Had o137
SR EAAT & |

Double Contribution Convention for Indian Workers

AT AR F AT g AT FFAAT

» The Double Contribution Convention includes a provision exempting Indian workers and
their employers from paying social security contributions in the U.K. for three years.

* QIEX 372ACTT TFEAAA H U YraenT nfAer § fwd dgd SR s 3k 3o At i
I A oot ant aw ANt et arer § ge A
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SC details 221 names
approved for HCs
under last two CJIs

|GS Paper II: Representation in Judiciary |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
uploaded the entire details
of 221 appointments ap-
proved by the Supreme
Court Collegiums to State
High Courts during the te-
nures of former Chief Jus-
tice of India D.Y. Chandra-
chud and current Chief
Justice Sanjiv Khanna.

A total of 303 names
were recommended dur-
ing Justice Chandrachud’s
tenure, of which 170 were
approved. While a dozen
of these names were relat-
ed to sitting or former Su-
preme Court or High Court
judges, the number of
names drawn from Sche-
duled Castes, Scheduled

Candidates drawn
from SCs, STs, Most
Backward and
Backward sections
were in single digits

Tribes, Most Backward and
Backward communities
were in single digits - se-
ven, five and seven,
respectively.

Under Chief Justice
Khanna, the Collegium re-
ceived 103 names, of which
51 were approved. Of
these, only two had rela-
tives in the judiciary.
Again, the number of SC
and ST candidates ap-
proved remained in the
single digits - one and two,
respectively.

SC details 221 names
approved for HCs under
last two CJls

oo & gEg =il &
HTIISTT A 3TT AT &
fow w&figpa 221 st &t fawor
Fgolter FIE A SR R

- The Supreme Court has
uploaded complete details of
221 appointments approved by
the Supreme Court Collegium
to State High Courts during the
tenures of former CJID.Y.
Chandrachud and current CJI
Sanjiv Khanna.

- A FIE A 221 FAgfaaat &
g1 faawor rves fram @ Y e
3% FrETedl & fow g F1E
FIATAIHA GIRT I HET wqrrefier
S1.491¢. Jeyg AR TAAT &I
FATTeier HAT Teedl & FHAHT &
alrer i $r g ot

* A total of 303 names were recommended during the tenure of Justice Chandrachud, of
which 170 were approved.

« FATAHSE Teg & HRHT H Fel 303 ATAT HT FABIRE 6T 9715 oY, =T § 170 AT ¥ Flipiar

ar |

* Among these, a dozen names were related to sitting or former SC/HC judges.

* SoTH  SIaT$TIT 12 ATH TiAT AT I FHHA FIE AT 878 FIE F waramefiet & Fafed
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* The number of names from Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Most Backward, and
Backward communities remained in single digits — 7, 5, and 7, respectively.

- HpgfAa snfay, srqgfaa Serenta, afa Resr ik Aot a9t 4 53 7 vwa JR A @ -
A 7,5 3R 7|

* Under CJI Sanjiv Khanna, the Collegium received 103 names, out of which 51 were
approved.

» T FATATERT Hola TeetT & hrdlehTel # PHic{STF# I 103 A1 Ired g, 5171 & 51 F FThpiher
Qe

* Among these, only two individuals had relatives in the judiciary.

« Zo7H § A &Y aant & & =argarfareT & Reder I

» The number of approved candidates from Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes under
CJI Khanna was again in single digits — 1 from SC and 2 from ST.

- AT AT Woell & g Hqgfaa e 3R g starenfar & Feliga 3Frlgart Hr dear
R A A dF A -sCa13RNSTH 2|
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PM speaks to Emir of Qatar
as India steps up outreach

Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani expresses full support to India’s fight against terrorism and all actions

to bring the perpetrators of Pahalgam attack to justice; New Delhi rejects OIC statement as absurd

|GS Paper II: India-West Asia

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
Tment on Tuesday
stepped up its out-

reach to West Asia amid
tensions with Pakistan.

While Prime Minister
Narendra Modi spoke to
Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim
Bin Hamad Al Thani, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar will meet Iranian Fo-
reign Minister Seyed Abbas
Araghchi in Delhi on Wed-
nesday.

The moves came even
as the Organisation for Is-
lamic Cooperation Mission
at the United Nations in
New York issued a state-
ment expressing concern
about the “deteriorating
security environment” in
South Asia, and criticising
India for “hostile rhetor-
ic”, while condemning the
terror attack in Pahalgam.

In a sharp response to
the OIC statement, which
had also expressed sup-
port for Pakistan and
called for Kashmiri “self-
determination”, the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry said the
statement had been issued
at the behest of Pakistan,
and called it “absurd”.

The Ministry rejected
any interference by the 57-
nation grouping in India’s

PM speaks to
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim Bin
Hamad Al Thani in New Delhi in February. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

“internal affairs”

In a statement, the Mi-
nistry said the Emir of Qa-
tar had conveyed condo-
lences for the victims of
the attack and “expressed
full support in India’s fight
against terrorism and all its
actions to bring the perpe-
trators to justice”.

The statement of sup-
port to India came even as
Qatari Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrah-
man bin Jassim Al-Thani
met with visiting Pakistani
Interior Minister Mohsin
Nagqvi in Doha. A statement
released by the Qatari PMO
said that they had dis-
cussed “bilateral coopera-
tion relations and ways to
support and develop them,

along with several issues of
joint interest”.

Iran FM’s visit

The External Affairs Minis-
try announced that the Ira-
nian Foreign Minister
would arrive in Delhi on
Wednesday afternoon. He
will hold talks with Mr.
Jaishankar on Thursday,
and co-chair the Joint Com-
mission Meeting on eco-
nomic issues. He will also
call on President Droupadi
Murmu during his visit, in-
dicating the importance
South Block is giving to the
visit.

However, the govern-
ment is unlikely to take up
Mr. Araghchi’s offer to me-
diate between Iran’s two
“brotherly neighbours” In-

dia and Pakistan. During a
visit to Islamabad on Mon-
day, the Iranian Foreign
Minister, who met with Pa-
kistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, President
Asif Ali Zardari, and Army
chief General Asim Munir,
told reporters that his mis-
sion in the region was to
“get a clear understanding
of the current situation”.

The engagement with
Iran and Qatar follows Mr.
Modi’s conversations with
leaders of Saudi Arabia,
Iran, and the UAE in the af-
termath of the Pahalgam
attack.

However, as India began
preparations and drills for
a possible military strike
on Pakistan, in response to
the attack, many coun-
tries, including Qatar, Ku-
wait, Saudi Arabia, and the
UAE, along with the UK.,
the U.S., and the European
Union, had also issued
statement calling for de-es-
calation and resolving is-
sues through dialogue and
diplomacy, which New
Delhi has not responded
to. New Delhi did not res-
pond to a statement by Ma-
laysian Prime Minister An-
war Ibrahim on Tuesday
calling for an “indepen-
dent and transparent in-
vestigation” into the at-
tacks.

Emir of Qatar as India steps up outreach

R Y Feadlfdd Tgel: TURTHA A Fal & FHR F AT qra<ha
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- The Union Government stepped up its outreach to West Asia amid
tensions with Pakistan.

o QIfREATST & WY 98d deI1d & €T AR TSR & 9T TfiRar 7 3rg=h
Feaifas gge def FT A 8

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke to Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani.

* TUTHAY g A & Fa & WAR 9@ a7 & gxe 37 a1+ F I1aia

» External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar will meet Iranian Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas
Araghchi in Delhi on Wednesday.

- Rder 7ol vw. SR qUAR F & e A dug sreare sRmer § el 7 Fererd aer|

* The outreach came even as the OIC Mission at the UN issued a statement on the
“deteriorating security environment” in South Asia.

.wmwwﬁmﬁwwﬁmﬁmm(om)#afﬁwvfﬂmﬁ“ﬁvﬁ
& fPUfa” oY Aot s 7=t SR feham|

* OIC criticised India for "hostile rhetoric" and condemned the terror attack in Pahalgam.

-OICQWW"me'wmmmmﬁgcmmﬁﬁm@n

» The statement also expressed support for Pakistan and called for Kashmiri self-
determination.

« 30 9T H IIfFEdTeT & AL 3R F#Aw Y srcafaroty Sy #far & 3 19 1 715

* The External Affairs Ministry rejected the statement as "absurd" and said it was issued at
the behest of Pakistan.

« ferer FaTer T 71 5 W ST A " HIAAFOT T 3R FET i Ig TiEEaTT F Fea W SR A
|

* The Ministry stated that OIC has no locus standi in India's internal affairs.

« HATSTT o gl foh OIC T HRA & ATARE ATHAT H FI$ HAFR AT ¢

» The Emir of Qatar expressed condolences for the victims of the Pahalgam attack.

« R & 3HR 7 ggeraH gHe F N3t F ufar waear cgaa $

* He expressed full support for India’s fight against terrorism and its efforts to bring the
perpetrators to justice.

* 3giel R & HTaFare & e Fod 3R Rt 1 gar e F varat w1 @@ awde & 6
STl e |
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* Meanwhile, Qatari PM and Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim
Al-Thani met Pakistani Interior Minister Mohsin Nagvi in Doha.

« 30 o, X & g 3R RAeer #R Q@ AgFaAe Ne IegoRe AT e Srite 3rer-Urel F aler
& uifrearet g #N A awd & Forrera H

» The Qatari PMO said they discussed bilateral cooperation and issues of joint interest.

» e NUHASN o T o 58 Soh A gfaveda wgier i amowd Rt & 8 el w1 == g3

Iranian Foreign Minister’s Visit

ST fager #= &Y AR AT

* The External Affairs Ministry announced that the Iranian Foreign Minister would arrive in
Delhi on Wednesday afternoon.

« fer FaTere = ey <y o STl fader sl qUaR alueR A el wgEA

» He will hold talks with S. Jaishankar on Thursday and co-chair the Joint Commission
Meeting on economic issues.

» I8 TEAR Y TH. STAAFT § AT ohial 3N I Feal o g AT Ao Y Fg-Heqatar
H|

* He will also call on President Droupadi Murmu, indicating the importance India is giving to
the visit.

« a5 Trsgafer gad 773 @ oft et FHY3, S R SIRT SH AT 1 & ST T Fgalm 1 g2l 81

» However, India is unlikely to take up his offer to mediate between India and Pakistan.

« ETelifeh, R 37 HRA-UITFEATT & T FETTAaT F Id1d 6! TSR 78T FI arer |

* During his visit to Islamabad, the Iranian Minister met PM Shehbaz Sharif, President Asif Ali
Zardari, and Army Chief General Asim Munir.

« STATHTETE, T AT F SR, ST FAY oF T eAgaTer qF, Iseufa AT 3relt e 3
Vel G STeilel A HAR § HeAThI H |

* He said his mission was to get a clear understanding of the current situation in the region.

« 37g1e1 &gl fah STeh! ATAT T 3652 TAATST YT Y FIST AT Yo FIAT & |

India’s Wider Diplomatic Engagement

HRA Y SqT9F Fedlfas afradar

* The engagement with Iran and Qatar follows Modi’s earlier conversations with leaders of
Saudi Arabia, Iran, and the UAE after the Pahalgam attack.
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I 1S ST & 916 &1 W e

* As India began preparations for a possible military strike on Pakistan, several countries
called for de-escalation and dialogue.

* ST AR o NI T WA de7 FIars r Rt o« i, o 73 S2if F g F7 F 3R
HaTe T 3frer |

* Countries including Qatar, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, UAE, UK, US, and the EU issued
statements urging diplomatic solutions.

« Fa, FAd, FaT I, JUS, Tab, AR AR ZANT T 19 20t 7 ot Ry Famewar hr 3rfrer
R G T SR fehT|

* India has not responded to these calls for de-escalation.

« R o 3T AATT FHA HIA Y el 9T FIS Tfa AT 71 & &1

» Malaysian PM Anwar Ibrahim called for an independent and transparent investigation into
the attack, which also went unanswered.

« AARIAT & TUTAHN ITaT SHIRH o Taa+ 3T IRt strw v AT $r, AfFeT 57 9w o IRaT Y
S afafrar gt 3|

- &0 AR FAX & AT HAE T gHA & 16 AlGT GaRT WIAT I, &1 AR J0§ & A3 &

Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
STATH AT FIrde (OIC)

e The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is an intergovernmental
organization established in 1969, comprising 57 member states across four continents.

FEATHT FEIWT FISA (OIC) Toh HAX-TIHR HISA ¢ ToIehl TATI=AT 1969 H
§é oY, 3 sHH AR Agredl A el 57 weEw o anfAe Bl

e It aims to be the collective voice of the Muslim world, working to safeguard and
protect the interests of Muslims globally.

SR 3ecRT ARTA g 1 ARYfes JHrarer g1 &, 3R ARFGH TR W
qEAATAT F i Fr @ AR WEr S AT w HEr g

e The OIC has permanent delegations to the United Nations and the European Union.

OIC & 9rH ®gF IS 3R Ui ww A Turh wfafafdssa g
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o lts official languages are Arabic, English, and French.
ST IMTAFIRG HTEIC 3E, sl 3T ha

e The OIC was founded in response to the arson attack on the Al-Agsa Mosque in
Jerusalem on 21 August 19609.

OIC T TATYAT 21 IMET 1969 T JHATH A HA-37FAT ATTSE IT TSI
A & Sae A Fr IS AN

e The incident led to the First Islamic Summit Conference held in Rabat, Morocco,
from 22 to 25 September 1969, where leaders from 24 Muslim-majority countries
convened to establish the organization.

3 g¢eT & IRUMATIRT 22 § 25 RAdax 1969 & & W&Td, AR A IIH
srem RIET FFAee 3mAfSd g3, forae 24 ARes ager Q& Ad3i =
HIS I TUTIAT |

Membership

Q&I AT

e The OIC comprises 57 member states, with a collective population exceeding 2.04
billion as of 2025, accounting for approximately 25% of the world's population.

OIC # 57 Wew 3 ¢, ToieTehl Fel FTWEAT 2025 qF 2.04 3R { IfAF, 5

Q2T & TTHEAT FT TTHT 25% T

e While the majority are Muslim-majority countries, some members, such as Benin,
Cameroon, Gabon, Guyana, Mozambique, Suriname, Togo, and Uganda, have
significant Muslim populations but are not Muslim-majority.

Te I TSR HeTd S ARTH Tg &, Afehet afaet, Fareat, daifer, e,
ArenfFas, GRAW, QN 3R TS Fo Gl & Agcaqot HI¥erH TATEATE,
G IR g A

Objectives and Principles

3527 3R RAgura

e The OIC aims to promote Islamic solidarity among member states.

OIC & 3552T HEET &2l & 1T §EATHI Ul &I Ferar ofl &l
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e It seeks to safeguard the interests and ensure the progress and well-being of
Muslims globally.

SHHT 365 ARTH TR W AHGAG & ol Y T awetr AR 3o7ah worfey
st Feamr 1 gRARET FET B

e The OIC aims to enhance cooperation in political, economic, social, cultural, and
scientific fields.

OIC &T 343 Uatifas, 3nfdw, wrfas, agfas 3 dafas et A
HEANT F qGET & |

e Itis committed to upholding human rights and fundamental freedoms.
g AAgSRT 3R AfdF Fadaansit s 9w @ F v gfdsey Bl

e One of its key goals is to support the Palestinian cause and protect Islamic holy
sites.

SHG YHE oedl # ¥ e Refaediel Aeg w1 wde e AR swand afaw
Tl AT & FIET B
Structure and Organs

=TT 3R Ao

e The OIC operates through various organs and institutions.
OIC faffiesr weamat 3k Pwrt & Ay T FF Har g
e The Islamic Summit is the supreme authority, comprising kings and heads of state.

sTaTHl RIET gFAdd gafea WASIor g, e wer 3l Isereyey enfae ga
gl

e The Council of Foreign Ministers meets annually to review progress and set policies.

faeer AR i qRug g7 T Aadr & arfe warfa Fr gefem & a7 & 3k
HAfaar FuiRa$Hr s |

e The General Secretariat, based in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, executes decisions and
coordinates activities.

AT iRETey, S 6@, ¥3dl 3RT A [Fud g, Aot & sritfead &
AR afafafeat &1 gaeaw aar

e Standing Committees focus on areas like information, cultural affairs, economic
cooperation, and scientific collaboration.
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What are the challenges
faced by the civil services?

What are the frameworks under which the bureaucracy functions?

[GS Paper II: Governance |

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
n the occasion of Civil Services
Day (April 21), Cabinet
Secretary T. V. Somanathan
IAS, spoke about the
importance of civil services in
maintaining and strengthening
democracy, the need for lateral entrants
and greater transparency.

What is merit versus spoils system?
The merit system entails appointments to
government posts after a rigorous
selection process by an independent
authority. In India, this commenced in
1858 when the British introduced the
Indian Civil Service to select officers for
administering the country. After
independence, it is the Union Public
Service Commission which conducts such
exams. The merit system is aimed at
building career bureaucrats who are

expected to function without any political
leanings and provide independent advice
to the incumbent political executive. The
spoils system works on the adage ‘to the
victor belong the spoils.’ It is a system
where the incumbent political executive
appoints its supporters to various posts in
the government. It has its origins in the
U.S., and continued until 1883 when it was
replaced largely by the merit system.

‘What is the role of the civil services?
The civil services have contributed
significantly in the administration of our
democratic system. As mentioned by the
Cabinet Secretary, they have been
instrumental in the conduct of free and
fair elections, and ensuring smooth
transfer of power both at the Centre and
States. There have been numerous
instances when States have been placed
under President’s rule, with the civil
services ensuring uninterrupted
administration during such times.

On the development side, they are a
repository of institutional knowledge.
They provide advice to ruling
governments in policy making and also
implement the policies made by the
political executive. The administrative
tasks of public bureaucracy include
executing and monitoring programmes,
and laying down laws, rules and
regulations. Civil servants have been the
fulerum around which governance
activities like delivery of essential
services, providing relief operations etc.,
have been carried out.

What ails the civil services?

But the civil services also suffer from
significant challenges. First, neutrality as
a trait is fast eroding among bureaucrats,
resulting in political bias in discharge of
critical functions. It is pertinent to note
that both the cause and effect of this
phenomenon is the increasing political
interference in all aspects of bureaucracy

including postings and transfers. Second,
career bureaucrats who are generalists,
may lack the expertise needed to address
technical challenges. Third, there is also
significant corruption at all levels of the
bureaucracy that often goes unpunished.

‘What reforms are required?
Some of the measures that need to be
taken are summarised here.

In a democracy, the mandate is with
the elected government and it needs to be
respected. However, the neutral
bureaucracy needs to be insulated from
undue political interference to uphold the
rule of law and constitutional values. To
maintain a harmonious balance between
the political and permanent executive,
the autonomy of career bureaucrats is
essential. This includes reasonable
independence with respect to postings,
tenures and transfers. Also, there needs to
be a shift in the focus of bureaucrats from
‘procedure’ to ‘outcomes.” Monitoring at
present in the government is primarily
through the measurement of outlays and
at best through outputs. There is a need
to move towards measurement of
‘outcomes.’ This reform can be hastened
by hiring domain experts as lateral
entrants, especially at senior levels. These
reforms would uphold the essential traits
of an effective civil service.

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Courseware on Polity Simplified’.

| The views expressed are personal.

Frameworks Under Which the Bureaucracy Functions

ST M & Idad AlRTemE FT FIAT§

Importance of Civil Services

fafae Qa3 &1 AT

» On the occasion of Civil Services Day (April 21), Cabinet Secretary T. V. Somanathan
(IAS) highlighted the crucial role of civil services in maintaining and strengthening democracy,
the need for lateral entrants, and the push for greater transparency.

- e da1 Raw (21 3rdd) & 39 W Hiaae aRag &, &t AFa"T (1AS) & dfhds S 70
@t 3R AT X A FAfaer Qansit it Agcaqe i, aedt ferwat fr smaegean, i s
URETAAT T HTTLTRAT I JehTeT 3Tl |
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» The merit system involves government appointments through a rigorous selection process
by an independent authority.

« AYUTAT H TAR A [AGfFAIT Ueh Faera WIROT SaRT HideT Tae 9fHha & Areds 4 gich £

¢ In India, this started in 1858 when the British introduced the Indian Civil Service.

* 8T # FHT LRI 1858 H g5 510 Ffeer TR = ol e Jam b e3na

* After Independence, the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) conducts such exams.

« TFAFAAT & S 5T TR T WIS TG A FaT J1ART (UPSC) SaRT TS STl &1

* The goal is to create career bureaucrats who offer independent advice without political
bias.

* SHET 3EE T TTeHifera TATITA § HeFcd FaeT HelTg &of dTor YA AHTATET T IR LT ¢

* The spoils system follows the idea of “to the victor belong the spoils”, where political
winners appoint supporters to key positions.

« SIT9T YOTTel 39 3R 91 3mena & & “fasidar 1 arer fAeran &, 5ge Tereifas s 3moer
AT AT TIHR Jel R Aged F:d &

* Originating in the U.S., it was prevalent until 1883, when it was largely replaced by the merit
system.

* SHT LRI AR A g5 21 IR 7§ 1883 Tk Iell, fo18h 1 58 919 YA W AT & Seel
f&=m aram

* Civil services play a key role in the functioning of India’s democracy.

- e QaTd $RA & dhcd & HuTolel H Hgeaqor (RS el ¢

* They ensure free and fair elections and peaceful transfers of power at both the Centre and
States.

- I farset 3R FadT gora e g 3 weat # enifaet war sEaiaRor giAfRad wE §

* During instances of President’s Rule, civil services ensure uninterrupted administration.

« IS ATEST & GRIA 81 FAfaer Tarv faRar wamdst S0 T@dr g

» They are a repository of institutional knowledge, helping in policy formulation and
implementation.

« I FEATTT AT FT HR 1T &, I Ny frator 31k srafeags & geraar & &

* Tasks include executing laws, rules, regulations, and monitoring government programs.

« Sofenl 1Y Fefalt, foraat, RAfaas ot ofre] oeetr AR Tt Arsrennait A fAaRme e g 1
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+ Civil servants anchor essential governance activities like service delivery and relief
operations.

- Fafaer Qg Aar faawor 31k Ted FRT ST 39T AT FRTF g FIEI L

* Neutrality among bureaucrats is declining, leading to political bias in crucial functions.

- AtTegl i fasgatar ge W §, FEY Ageayet Frt & vorfaw garara ag @

* The reason for this is rising political interference, especially in postings and transfers.

» SHHI HROT TGl g3 TS gEaard &, AT darel i aameat |

» Generalist bureaucrats may lack the technical expertise needed for specialized issues.

« FTATIATET FAIHIRTET H s IR TAAY FATATN & T TTLTF dhetteh! TAATACT T HaT giar g

» There is widespread corruption across all levels, which often remains unpunished.

o il TRT 9T SAT9F FSEEAR <ATCT &, S 3Fal efed 18t giar|

Needed Reforms in Civil Services

fafarer it # sraeas guwR

* In a democracy, the elected government has the mandate, which must be respected.

* U AidhelT H Teoll §8 AR T SA=A1GRN I el &, FoTaehr T glefr e

* However, a neutral bureaucracy must be insulated from political interference to uphold
constitutional values.

- oot Teh forsaat FIFTAE T STl geaarT & Y& W1 ST AT oifss Faenfas qeat
<hr T&TT &1 Heh|

*» There should be autonomy for career bureaucrats in postings, tenures, and transfers.

« F=T AAFNAT FF e, FRIwT 3 qeEat J Faaaar Aee @Rl

* Focus should shift from procedure to outcomes in public administration.

- GemEfAE JUTTel  Ufdar & TROmAT 7 317 ©31 SHiga ar S T |

» Present monitoring is limited to outlays and outputs; there is a need to focus on outcomes.

« TAATT H TAIRTEAT haol e 3R IUTET doh AT §; STaTh TROTHAT T €T ot T ITaThdT
gl

 Hiring domain experts as lateral entrants, especially at senior levels, will speed up reforms.

- T4 &7 & aftes TRl o1 & At 6 aredt 7 & g T 5o GURT @ A H el B
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* These steps are crucial to preserve the core values of an effective civil service.

« 3 3Ty weTelt RATer AT o HEA IO & AT Tl & TIT 31T & |
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‘Flexibility and realism are the
hallmarks of Vietnam’s communists’

A journalist who reported on the fall of Saigon in 1975 explains Vietnam’s complex role in South East Asia. He talks about the small but mighty

country’s relations with China, the US. and its role vis-a-vis the conflict in the South China Sea

INTERVIEW
Nayan Chanda

Srinivasan Ramani

ietnam has a chequered history.
v The once poor country, made of

peasantry, took on the might of
America and brought the superpower to
its knees. Besides what has come to be
known as the Vietnam War, it had to fighta
series of wars in order to achieve its aim of
being independent and united, finally
gaining reunification in 1975. In a conver-
sation, Nayan Chanda, former editor of the
Far Eastern Economic Review, explains
why Vietnam is a key player in South East
Asia. Edited excerpts.

What is the most striking feature
about Vietnam and her people?

What is most striking about Vietnam is the
patriotism of the people who are deter-
mined to be independent. That pursuit of
independence might seem abstract be-
cause they have been living under Chinese
rule, French rule, and Japanese rule, but
they want to live on their own terms.
There is a famous song that Vietnamese re-
bels sang while marching against Chinese
rule: “we fight to keep our hair long, we
fight to keep our teeth black, the heroic
southern country is its own master.” They
have a traditional practice of lacquering
teeth, keeping their hair long, and are say-
ing, “We are not going to accept the prac-
tice imposed by China.”

When Ho Chi Minh appealed to the Viet-
namese that they would have to fight to
unify the country to win independence
from the French, he was speaking to very
willing souls. The people understood what
he was saying. In some ways, he was like
Gandhi — he came from a rather middle
aristocrat family, spoke Chinese, and he
could have been a sort of junior Mandarin,
but he wanted to win independence. And
he thought winning independence is to
fight the French and learn about the ene-
my, what the enemy’s strength is. Like
Gandhi, he travelled throughout the world
with his mission to win independence. Pe-
ople understood that he is a leader who
has no other ambition than to win the war.
So leadership is one factor, patriotism is
another, and they have a long tradition of
fighting against foreign invaders. This is
unique, because Vietnam was ruled direct-
ly by China for 900 years. Even after the
Vietnamese finally threw them out, the
Chinese periodically came back to re-esta-
blish control. The Vietnamese again
fought and pushed them out. This continu-
ous battle to win independence is in the
Vietnamese DNA.

Take the legendary story of the Trung
sisters, who rode elephants and fought the
Chinese and died. There’s a temple in Ha-
noi, with the statue of these two ladies rid-
ing elephants which is worshipped by the
people. In fact, when Vietnamese scholar
George McTarnun Kahin visited Vietnam
during the 1970s and asked to see their re-
ligion, he was taken to the Trung sisters’
temple. Throughout Vietnam, you can see
little woodcut prints of the Trung sisters.

A long history of resistance, a deep
sense of nationalism based on culture, lan-
guage, customs, and literature, is what
makes Vietnam really strong.

Nayan Chanda. B.C. KRISHNA

Ho Chi Minh took the Marxist-Leninist
path to fight for independence and to
bring the north and south together. In
the height of the Cold War, this also
meant that the U.S. found a
Justification to militarily intervene to
stop the spread of communism. In
your book, ‘Brother Enemy: The War
After the War’, you argue that the
situation on the ground was far more
complicated, and that reunification
resulted in more geopolitical intrigue.

Vietnamese nationalism ran smack into
other nationalisms at the time - national-
isms of opposition. So when the Vietna-
mese said they were fighting French colo-
nialism and joining hands with the
Khmers and the Lao to fight the French,
the Cambodians didn’t accept that.

The Cambodians said they did want in-
dependence from the French but didn’t
want Vietnamese help. The reason is be-
cause in the 19th century, the Vietnamese
Nguyen dynasty based in Hue had invaded
Cambodia and imposed the Vietnamese
language and culture on its people, the
same way the Chinese did in Vietnam.

That created a lot of resistance, and the
Khmers fought the Vietnamese. Eventual-
ly, the French intervened, and the French
protectorate of Cambodia basically pre-
vented Cambodia from being taken over
by the Vietnamese. Now, Lao nationalism
was much weaker because Laos has 40-50
ethnic minority groups. There is not one
coherent group like the Khmer or the Viet-
namese. So, the nationalism there was
much weaker. Vietnamese support was es-
sential to defeat the French.

Laos accepted Vietnam as a big brother
and its leadership. When the Vietnam War
ended in 1975, the Chinese were con-
cerned because they thought that after the
Vietnamese had won against a superpow-
er, they would align with the Soviet Union
against them. The Soviet-Chinese relation-
ship had been very bad since 1969, and so
the Soviet Union backing Vietnam was an
easy way to score points against the
Chinese.

But the Vietnamese were balancing the
Chinese. The Vietnamese knew that every-
body was wooing them because they were
the rising power, and they wanted support
from economically developed nations. But
they did not want to join an alliance with

the Soviet Union because the latter had
been seeking a security pact for some
time. It was not until 1978 that Vietnam
realised it would have to intervene in Cam-
bodia, and could not risk a Chinese attack
without backing from other countries.

In a way it is a parallel to what Indira
Gandhi did with the Soviet military pact
before going into the Bangladesh war.
When that happened, the Chinese felt it
vindicated their position. They said, “We
always held that the Vietnamese are pup-
pets of the Russians. Now look at them,
you have proven this.” China organised a
coalition of non-communist countries,
ASEAN countries, and the Khmer Rouge
were brought in to fight the Vietnamese.
Americans also joined, because though
they didn’t like the Khmer Rouge, they
didn’t want the Vietnamese taking over
anywhere either.

The conflict lasted until the Vietnamese
eventually withdrew from Cambodia in
1989. Meanwhile, Mikhail Gorbachev had
come to power in the Soviet Union and did
not want to get involved in Vietnamese

The Vietnamese realised that times had
changed, and they even signed an agree-
ment with the Chinese at the so-called
Chengdu summit in 1990. That summit
agreed on a coalition government in Cam-
bodia with Chinese and Vietnamese parti-
cipation. This compromise follows a pat-
tern seen many times in the past when the
Vietnamese were fighting the Chinese.
They realised that the Chinese, their
neighbours, were too strong, and so they
would have to make deals. The Chinese
realised that they could not really militari-
ly control Vietnam nor could they hope for
the Khmer Rouge to regain power. So the
kind of compromise that was made in the
past, was made in Chengdu.

The Vietnam-China bonhomie
coincided with reform initiatives in
both countries. But while their trade
relations are intact, irritants remain,
and one example is the South China
Sea issue. Can you briefly explain how
Vietnam is handling the situation?

Vietnam has a long history of dealing with
persistent problems. It has clearly sig-
nalled to China that it doesn’t accept Chi-
nese claims that all South China Sea is-

Vietnam has a long

history of dealing with
persistent problems. It has
clearly signalled to China that it
doesn't accept Chinese claims
that all South China Sea islands
are theirs

Take the legendary

story of the Trung
sisters, who rode elephants and
fought the Chinese and died.
There’s a temple in Hanoi, with
the statue of these two ladies
riding elephants which is
worshipped by the people.
In fact, when Vietnamese
scholar George McTarnun Kahin
visited Vietnam during the
1970s and asked to see their
religion, he was taken to the
Trung sisters’ temple

lands are theirs. At the same time,
Vietnam is also aware that the two coun-
tries need each other. Vietnam will not
fight China unless it's pushed.

What is Vietnam’s relationship with
the U.S.? What about China-Vietnam
ties?

The U.S. had shown enough sophistication
until Donald Trump arrived. This is be-
cause the Americans realised that the Viet-
namese were never going to cooperate
with the Chinese for any expansionist
agenda. Vietnam’s contribution to main-
taining peace and security in the region is
ungquestionable. But they don’t want to
provoke China by publicly denouncing
China or publicly announcing “we are al-
lies.” Without declaring an alliance, you
can still prepare yourself to counter Chi-
nese influence.

The Vietnamese have been building
their bases in the South China Sea and
have fortified them. The Chinese don’t like
it. So this is again a kind of stand-off. Be-
cause the Vietnamese are not going to give
up, the Chinese are trying a different, gen-
tler tactic. China has been offering eco-
nomic assistance to Vietnam and allowing
Chinese companies to invest, and not forc-
ing Vietnam to take sides.

So that is why, I think, in some ways,
despite tensions, China-Vietnam relations
are at its most stable. They understand
each other.

You said that before Donald Trump,
the Americans were mature in
understanding the role of Vietnam in
normalisation of relations. Can you
expand on that?

‘Trump not taking part in the reunification
celebration is a short-sighted, petty thing
for America to do. Especially given the fact
that America has cultivated Vietnam since
1995 to develop very good economic and
military relationships. The U.S. has given
Vietnam naval crafts. Vietnam has opened
its ports to American naval ships. All that
has happened without making too much
noise. This cooperation goes on without
too much publicity. America has shown
sophistication in handling Vietnam. They
have been very careful in nurturing rela-
tions, until Mr. Trump.

Flexibility and Realism are the Hallmarks of Vietham’s
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Communists

cretemaet 3R TuTdaTe faaaes & FFgfaeet i gga o

Vietnam’s Historical Struggle and Identity

fradars &1 Mg Re Tuy 3R gg==

 Vietnam has a chequered history and is known for its resilience in the face of foreign
domination.

- TaarceTe ot fafderarget sfaer @1 & 3R e el wegca & arae 3roeh gferes averar & fow
ST ST &

* It was once a poor peasant country, but it defeated America, a global superpower.

- I5 T T I FSF 2 AT, Afhet 501 AR o1 dRaw wgrarfaa &1 g |

* Vietnam achieved reunification in 1975 after fighting a series of wars for independence and
unity.

« RIAATH & Facar AR vt & fAT S Jeu o5e & a1 1975 F YeT: ThrEIor ured fa

» The people of Vietham are known for their deep patriotism and a strong desire to live
independently.

 TATAATH Y STl M SAHTFT 3R FadT TT A S AT AT 5T o AT ST STl B

» A famous rebel song symbolised resistance against Chinese rule by saying, “We fight to keep
our hair long, we fight to keep our teeth black.”

- Tk et faghel et & el amereT & faeets fokier Y geiict §U e, ‘g 370e STel ofd &=
forT oI5 §, 897 3791 aid il W & fow a5 817

* These customs symbolise cultural independence from Chinese influence.

« I WRTT et y81a & Wi v Faed=ram 7 Tclieh ¢ |
Ho Chi Minh and Leadership

g1 ot e 3 Aqea

* Ho Chi Minh came from a middle aristocratic family, spoke Chinese, and could have
pursued a privileged life, but chose to fight for independence.

- 81 <t e v weIw Feller aRER & O, =il smar Sierey & 3R IRHERI Siae St @ 3,
iRt 3egiet ¥ & foT wag 1 |

* Like Gandhi, he travelled the world to understand his enemies and fight for his people.

« el BT G, 3ep 1ot IO A3 BT FAST IR 39 AT & FT ot g gfevam v amam |
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» The people believed in him because he had no personal ambition beyond winning
independence.

« AN o 37 9T Faeary foham Fifh 37k UTH Fad=dT WIfed & 3reimar FIE A fFaIrd Agcarhia et
o

* Vietnam has a long tradition of resisting foreign invaders, especially against 900 years of
Chinese rule.

« [ 7 el srFAvTRIRET FT e FI3a Y &« W &, 3wt 900 aut & et enweT
& @ |

* The Trung sisters, who rode elephants into battle against the Chinese, are honoured in
temples and cultural art.

» Trung g4, foiegial gTIAAT U= HaR gle <ol QA1 & Jer foram, a1 #TERT X areapfaes =t 7
FFATTA fohaT ST & |

Nationalism and Regional Tensions Post-1975
1975 & 1 Irsgarg 3R & aara

* Vietnamese nationalism clashed with other regional nationalisms, such as Cambodian
nationalism, which resisted Vietnamese help.

« FaTcaTeY IrSgaTe T TehTa 31 &1 Tsearel § g3, Si foh Faf3as egare, S
TATTATHT FETIAT ! 7&K ThaT|

* In the 19th century, the Viethamese Nguyen dynasty had imposed language and culture on
Cambodia, leading to resentment.

« 198 & 7, faa=T# Nguyen TsTaer a1 SaifSar ux 319et o77eT 3 Fepiar 2 & o, foraa
ARSI 3o ES|

* The French protectorate later prevented Vietnam from taking over Cambodia completely.

« d1¢ # AT SR &1 3 FaIAATH Sl FASAT T G o A Fooll el § AT |

* In contrast, Laotian nationalism was weak due to ethnic diversity, and Laos accepted
Vietnam’s leadership.

» 38 AU, A13HE FT Asgarg A TATILAT & HROT FASR AT, 3 A3 o TAITATH &
Adcd I TR T for|

Viethnam's Position During the Cold War

eftear geer & et s i Rufa

+ After 1975, China feared that victorious Vietnam would side with the Soviet Union, worsening
Sino-Soviet tensions.
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Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

+ 1975 & a1, T it =X A7 6 Ao faaaarsT afeaa gu = ary gom, o Na-afaaa aama
3R sgam|

* The Soviet Union supported Vietnam to counter China and gain strategic influence in the
region.

- QIfTa g9 F RAITH T gAT fnam arfes ag e &1 A0 & o 3T &7 & Weifae gH7a
9T b |

* Vietnam, however, balanced relations and avoided direct alliance despite Soviet requests for
a security pact.

* gTelifeh, fATATH = WJeler A=TC I@T X Y& FASIA & T WIS TG & It o STaspe
e TTSae & |

Vietnam’s Intervention in Cambodia

faraaaTe #1 fafzar & geaaq

* By 1978, Vietnam realised that it must intervene in Cambodia to prevent regional instability
and could not risk a Chinese attack without external backing.

+ 1978 T, TaTa=TH o AgHH T o 38 Falf3ar & g¥aaq e g arfes e sifeaear &
AT A1 T 31K ag AT & g T @A e agdy G7dT & AET 37T e AT

Vietham-China Relations and Strategic Balancing

* In a way, it is a parallel to what Indira Gandhi did with the Soviet military pact before going
into the Bangladesh war.

* IE T g W FAN ¢ o1 ST el o aieetiger Jaur 7 o) @ Ugel Wifada =7 wwsila & ary
o |

* When that happened, the Chinese felt it vindicated their position.
. aaﬂmgaﬂ, al et T o9 foh 308 357 3@ I LT ST 3T

* They said, “We always held that the Viethamese are puppets of the Russians. Now look at
them, you have proven this.”

* 3ogiel ohgl, "§H GARNT AT ¥ T TaaraamelY oot AT T oyl 81 319 STWT, 3m9= 58 Arfed
Y fear|

* China organised a coalition of non-communist countries, ASEAN countries, and the
Khmer Rouge were brought in to fight the Viethamese.
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- it o d-Frgfaee qut &7 U TosUeT ST, IRAATT gor, 3R TR T F RAgdTh F
oTs TSI & enfdrer fham|

* Americans also joined because though they didn'’t like the Khmer Rouge, they didn’t want the
Vietnamese taking over anywhere either.

-mﬁﬁﬁaﬁan&mg,mﬁﬁmﬁaﬁuﬁﬂﬁrmﬂﬁmaﬁmaaﬁma%m
T off STa1g AT o

Vietnamese Withdrawal and Changing Soviet Stance

faraamadt ara ik agerar Aifaa gieewror

*» The conflict lasted until the Viethamese eventually withdrew from Cambodia in 1989.

« Jg TEY dF o Tl 519 oo ATA=THY o 3icd: 1989 H HafAT & araY g1 T o

* Meanwhile, Mikhail Gorbachev had come to power in the Soviet Union and did not want to
get involved in Vietnamese affairs.

- 37 g1, AT Meeala Afawa @ & Tar 7 3nv 3R Raaars @t & enfde 787 gar
BIRG R

Chengdu Summit and Compromise

Aarq frET gFdee 3R wastar

» The Vietnamese realised that times had changed, and they even signed an agreement with
the Chinese at the Chengdu summit in 1990.

- et o FEgE fohar fo §HT deer I B, 3R 3ol 1990 # <org RreR wedes # € &
Y Uk AT Y R

» That summit agreed on a coalition government in Cambodia with Chinese and Vietnamese
participation.

« 39 RIET gFAdd & Farfsar # D 3t Raasar darefier) gt et SER 9 dgATa aei|

» This compromise follows a pattern seen many times when the Vietnamese were fighting the
Chinese.

* I FASNAT 3T YT FT UTeled AT g Sif Shg IR dd QT IT S AT fadt & a3 1@ I

* They realised the Chinese, their neighbours, were too strong, and so they would have to
make deals.

* 3@l A fora foh dielt, S 37k TSI &, aga AfFearemmel €, SHAT 3o FASNAT AT I3

Page28

* The Chinese realised they could not militarily control Vietnam nor hope for the Khmer
Rouge to regain power.
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37T T IS GHTGT T &

* So the kind of compromise that was made in the past, was made in Chengdu.

-sﬂﬁuww@mqﬁ?ﬁmﬁwamﬁaﬁﬁWW|

South China Sea and Bilateral Irritants

gfaror die aeR 31X gfavefir aeme

* The Viethnam-China bonhomie coincided with reform initiatives in both countries.

- Rrgaema-er f=rar gt St 7 guR ggal & @ A @il g

» While their trade relations are intact, irritants remain, and one example is the South China
Sea issue.

gl

* Vietnam has a long history of dealing with persistent problems.

« T @l AR FAEAIST & fTes T e 373 &

* It has clearly signalled to China that it doesn’t accept Chinese claims over all South China
Sea islands.

* 3HA TS &G § Ao 1 Hoved 767 § T 9 gfdror e AR & |t gdiat ov A=l grat & Fhr
ELHETGI
« At the same time, Vietnam knows that both countries need each other.

- A1y g1, Aaams ST § 6 clel SRt T U@y T I B

* Vietnam will not fight China unless provoked.

- Raaer i O a9 I AT I8 A9 doh 38 3R o 7|

Vietnam-U.S. Relations and Strategic Caution

» The U.S. had shown enough sophistication until Donald Trump arrived.

« IANFT 7 AT T & 3T T Ugel I JATed IRIFadT e@rs o

* This was because the Americans realised that the Vietnamese would never support Chinese
expansionist agendas.
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» ST FROT g AT for IANTFAT 1 T8 Tt 317 7137 a7 T Aaaars sHaft ofr el fararar
QYSTATHT T THYT Tal il |
* Vietham’s contribution to regional peace and security is unquestionable.

- &1y anify 3R et & fgaereT w1 Aerer srfarfea 2|

* But they avoid provoking China by publicly declaring an alliance.

« Afhed 7 AT Y IFFA T T £ 3R AR Hr AT TIYOTT g7 |

» Without declaring an alliance, Vietnam is preparing to counter Chinese influence.

« FTSIENT T BT BT 31T, e dislt T3ma &7 e F A A FX @

* Vietnam has been building and fortifying bases in the South China Sea.

« e & gfayor =it AR A 3= 3zt Y faAtor S ASew R

* The Chinese don't like it, leading to a stand-off.

- et T I e A8 8, T v qemaet Reufa seh g R

» China is trying a gentler tactic—offering economic assistance and investment without
forcing Vietnam to take sides.

» TNt 3T Teh FATAHA TOTAIY 3T TgT §— 3N werarar 31X fovdrer iy ereher 2 @1 8, o
faaraer o) 9eT olel 1 gad 3Tl |

* Hence, despite tensions, China-Vietnam relations are at their most stable stage.

- SETAT, FATET & Srasye, deT-RAaaeT FaY 379 o fPuw wor # ¥

Trump’s Approach and Diplomatic Missteps

&g 1 A 3R Fehfas o

* You said that before Donald Trump, the Americans were mature in handling Vietnam ties.

« 3791 gl foh BeTes €9 & Tgol, AR o RaaasT & ary el o TASTGRT & THTT 27|

* Trump not taking part in the reunification celebration was short-sighted and petty.

» Y T THIHIOT HARIE H HIIT o ol=ll Ueh gI& RIdT Y FaAT 3R Srerer a1|

+ Since 1995, the U.S. had cultivated strong economic and military relations with Vietnam.

- 1995 &, 3ARET o Raaema & a1y Aoy anfdw 3k A7 waw g fFoe O

* The U.S. has provided naval crafts to Vietnam, and Vietnam has opened ports to American
naval ships.
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« 3ANT 7 RIaa F ARfas seer R 8, 3R Rgass A @R aldfas aat & oo s

FEITE Wl g

« All this has been done quietly, without much publicity.

- I8 O« Aif @, 91 ST YA & foRam I g

» The U.S. had shown careful diplomacy in handling Vietnam relations—until Mr. Trump.

« AR A RAITATH & AT Heeil T FraUTeAqor Fesifa & FArer AT—<T & 98 TF |

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper Ill: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1

Civil Defence Drills Across States Today

3reT fAffe=r U=t # R Bta B«

. India Climbs 3 Spots in HDI, but Inequality Persists

muﬁmﬁ3wmm,mmmma:ﬁ§§%

. Incineration of Union Carbide Waste Begins at

Pithampur Plant
AT FE15E F FA FT S5 YA TIT F Y&

. Centre Plans Revision of ‘Safe Harbour’ Clause

&g TIFER 'AF TET GITHTT H FeMereT Y DT ST @ &

. Govt. amends satellite Internet service rules

PR of HeATSe Sclaie Aar fAgaAT & e frar

. Gaganyaan’s manned mission likely in first quarter of

2027: ISRO chief
RTINS T AT AT 2027 & Ugo FAATE A g iy

HHTTAT: FHN TG

. Birds that thrive in urban spaces sport colours different

from less successful ones
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gl a1t F Shfae gt arelt afara 1 31 3o afarat & 3rerr

BT & S FH AHA g1 &

8. Why does our temperature go up when we are ill?
9 §H AR 1 § af AR a9AT F31 9ot 87

9. The Fragmentation in the Global Fight Against Terror
ITaFarg & f&eme dRasw Fed F gst & qeann

10. Power and Pitfalls of Digital Influence

fEforee o Y afFa v @y

11. Food vs Fuel: Surge in Ethanol Blending and its
Impacts

Iy TATH YT TASAT sl ST H ol 3R 38 yoma
12. India’s Rank in the 2025 UN Human Development
Report

2025 ¥gF Weg AT fasra RarE 7 sme & Ifar
13. Number of Electric Vehicles India Will Have by 2032

2032 d& AR A SATFes argal T TE&IT
14. Industry upbeat as India-U.K. ink FTA

HRA-J,&. THEIT W FEARR ¥ 3GANT 3cATed

15. Coal prices plunge in Asia as China imports ebb

TR A FIr i AT F FRrae, DT & 3mara & FA
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States to conduct civil defence drills today

244 districts in Categories 1, 2, and 3 identified for
conduct of exercise in the wake of ‘hostile situation’

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

arious States pre-
‘[ pared on Tuesday
for drills to test ci-

vil defence preparedness
that begin on Wednesday.
The Union Home Ministry
has ordered the drill in the
aftermath of the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack in
which 26 civilians were
killed.

Union Home Secretary
Govind Mohan on Tuesday
reviewed the preparations
done by the States in the
wake of a “hostile”
situation.

While the Directorate-
General, Civil Defence, has
identified 244 districts in
Categories 1, 2, and 3 for
the conduct of drills up to
the village level based on

done in

ment. An area is designat-
ed a civil defence district if
there are vital installations
such as a refinery, nuclear
plant or cantonment in its
geographical limits. The
States have been asked to
submit a report to the
Home Ministry after the
drills are completed and
the identified security gaps
will be plugged according-
ly, a senior government of-
ficial said.

“We are not micro-ma-
naging the drill. States
have been given a format
to conduct the drill based
on the availability of re-
sources and mapping of
vulnerable areas. The Dis-
trict Magistrates may de-
cide the venue and time,”
the official said.

Pak. violates truce
hile, the Pakistan

an

2005 and 2010, the States
have been asked to add to
the “vulnerable areas” list
based on their own assess-

Army continued to violate
the ceasefire along the Line
of Control for the 12th con-
secutive night.

States asked to add areas with vital installation
to ‘vulnerable list’ based on their assessment

Taking caution: SDRF personnel train at Dal Lake in Srinagar ahead of Wednesday’s drill. IMRAN NISSAR

The Indian Army res-
ponded in a proportionate
manner to unprovoked
small arms in Kupwara, Ba-
ramulla, Poonch, Rajouri,
Mendhar, Naushera, Sun-
derbani, and Akhnoor dis-
tricts of Jammu and Kash-
mir, a statement said.

The drill will test the ef-
ficacy of the operationali-

sation of air-raid warning
signs, crash blackout mea-
sures, camouflaging vital
installations, ~evacuation
plans, establishing hotline
with the Indian Air Force,
activating control rooms,
firefighting and warden
services and undertake
cleaning of bunkers and
trenches among others.

The Anantnag police in
South Kashmir issued a pu-
blic advisory that a mock
drill will be conducted at 4
p-m. on Wednesday by the
State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF).

“As part of the drill, si-
rens will be activated at va-
rious locations in Kashmir.
This is a practice exercise

Civil Defence Drills Across States Today

e faffiesr vt & R % B

UNSC members
question Pak. on
Pahalgam attack

NEW YORK

The United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) member
nations posed tough questions
to Pakistan in a discussion on
the Pahalgam terror attack.
The council refused to issue a
statement following the
meeting, effectively dismissing
Pakistan's attempt to secure a
favourable position from the
top UN body. » PAGE 5

to test our emergency res-
ponse systems,” the police
said.

Mocks drills in Delhi

In Delhi, the mock exercise
will be conducted at 55 lo-
cations from 4-6 p.m. The
locations include residen-
tial buildings, government
offices, markets and colleg-

-Various States prepared on Tuesday for civil defence drills
beginning on Wednesday.

» et T AITEAR FT qUaR @ Y& e ared RAfaer B areara & faw

f-hmgtrl

After the drills, security gaps identified will be
plugged accordingly, says senior govt. official

es. The Delhi Police beefed
up security in the national
Capital ahead of the sche-
duled mock drills with in-
creased number of officials
being deployed at tourist
spots such as Connaught
Place, India Gate, Janpath,
Gole Market, Jama Masjid,
Red Fort.

The South Central Rail-
way said volunteers, in-
structors and associated
personnel would “simulate
a hostile attack scenario to
evaluate emergency prepa-
redness and inter-agency
coordination” at Kachegu-
da (Hyderabad division),
Raichur (Guntakal Divi-
sion) and Aurangabad
(Nanded Division) on May
7. In Maharashtra, the drill
will be conducted at more
than a dozen locations, in-
cluding Mumbai at 4 p.m.

Uttar Pradesh Director
General of Police Prashant
Kumar said mock exercise
will be done in all the 75
districts.

* The Union Home Ministry ordered the drill following the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack, in
which 26 civilians were killed.

» 22 3T T TEEITH H G T §HA 3 26 ALTRT 1 Fl & de; FE ¢ HA1e o g 3T 0

3T fe=|

* Union Home Secretary Govind Mohan reviewed the preparations by the States in light of a
"hostile situation".

- F4r7 77 g Mg Aeer o Fada aRfFufa & Fedser U=t qarr i a8 dariah 6

HafreTr S|

Address
Email Id

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
= info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
= patrioticias.in

Website

Page3 3



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

a
www.patrioticias.in

» The Directorate-General of Civil Defence identified 244 districts in Categories 1, 2, and 3
for drills at the village level, based on assessments done in 2005 and 2010.

» AR GR&TT FgIfAGemeray & 2005 R 2010 # fhT 1T 3HTehelail o ITUR T AV 1, 2 A3 &
244 el &Y T T o T3l & fow Rfgaa frar g

» States have been asked to add areas with vital installations (like refineries, nuclear plants,
or cantonments) to the "vulnerable areas" list based on their own assessments.

« it & aT T ¥ 6 3 RenTger, sqerart vefie a1 deleriie SRl srgeaqut gt aTer = 1
39 Heiehel o YR W "Hagerelter &1 T g2 7 s

« After the drills, identified security gaps will be plugged accordingly, according to a senior
government official.

« T3l & a1 JgraeT 15 Gt @ifAat I 3T T @ g¥ fovam ST, 7 Teh aiss Jhr Afaar
o g

* The Home Ministry will receive reports from the States after the completion of the drills.

« 3ol O 8191 & 9T (8 HATT 1 T A RE¥E gree gief|

» The district magistrates have been given the freedom to decide the venue and time of the
drills.

- iRl 1 3o & vud 3R g7 a7 Fi H Faaaandy s gl

* A format has been provided to States to conduct the drill based on available resources and
mapping of vulnerable areas.

« AT i 3T FATYAT 3R Tagereiier &=t & AfRE0r & 3R ) 3 3mafod = & fov
T wiee fear gl

Ceasefire Violations by Pakistan

» The Pakistan Army violated the ceasefire along the Line of Control (LoC) for the 12th
consecutive night.

* ITfREATET T o fAFH0T IWT (LoC) TN aeMaR 12t I HENTARTHA T Seerded fondT|

* The Indian Army responded proportionately to unprovoked small arms fire in Kupwara,
Baramulla, Poonch, Rajouri, Mendhar, Naushera, Sunderbani, and Akhnoor districts of
Jammu and Kashmir.

« RAT QT 7 FIATST, TRIHAT, Y&, TSR, Fer, AR, eael AR @y (STE-HeAR) foreit
# faar swara Fr Mefardt &1 3fra srare e
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Scope and Objectives of the Drill
f3er &1 a3 3527

* The drill will test the efficacy of:

Air-raid warning systems

Crash blackout measures
Camouflaging vital installations
Evacuation plans

Hotline setup with Indian Air Force
Activation of control rooms
Firefighting and warden services
Cleaning of bunkers and trenches

- 3 f3oT 71 gaT$ ger i AArat yonfoardl, seF3mse 39, #geaqut yfaserst #r f3urae,
foraprelt A3, ST a1 =1 F WY FieaATgeT Y FATAT, FAI=oT Fadt HT AfHgHIT,
HRRGISRN 3R aréar Aamw, 3R a7 g WisAT i AE1E AT gaaeiierar w1 96707 fohar
ST |

Mock Drill in Anantnag, Kashmir
FHR F AdATT A Al 3

* Anantnag Police in South Kashmir issued a public advisory for a mock drill at 4 p.m. on
Wednesday by the State Disaster Response Force (SDRF).

- ZFAOT FAHR & FeTareTeT Yfow o qUAR AT 4 99t TS 19T WAfHar oo (SDRF) ganT Al
B & forT Uk Stet |eltg ST F|

* Sirens will be activated at various locations in Kashmir as part of the exercise.

- i3 & 1T FeER 7 Rffe =Y I ARRE I91T STUE |

» The advisory clarified that this is a practice to test emergency response systems.

« olTg & Tuse a1 a7 fF T8 3mardeTelsT 9fAfhar qomelt 7 a1eTor it & fov v e &
Mock Drills in Delhi

faedlt & ATw B

* In Delhi, the mock exercise will be held at 55 locations between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m.

« Reell 7 Al 3T 4 & 6 a9 A F &7 55 TYTEAT O AT o Swaf|

* Locations include residential buildings, government offices, markets, and colleges.

« STH AT 79T, AIHRT FRTAT, IR, 31 Frerer A gion|
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* Delhi Police has increased deployment at tourist spots like Connaught Place, India Gate,
Janpath, Gole Market, Jama Masjid, and Red Fort.

Ferell o¥ GRAT et Y el agrd B

Drills by South Central Railway
gfaror ;e Yo gEnT i3

» South Central Railway will simulate a hostile attack scenario on May 7 at:

e Kacheguda (Hyderabad Division)
e Raichur (Guntakal Division)
e Aurangabad (Nanded Division)

« SfRYOT FET YA 7 A 1 FTSIET (Ferars fBefierer), MY (e Bdiere) 3R iRemae
(&3 FBefierer) # qearet gt i Ryl o1 Rsgererer &)

* The aim is to evaluate emergency preparedness and inter-agency coordination.

« SHHT 3EST HTITAFTRT ARy AR wifat & dra woreay 7 Feaiee ol ¢

Mock Drills in Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh
FAERISE 31T 3e) &2 & Al 3l

* In Maharashtra, the drill will be conducted at more than a dozen locations, including
Mumbai, at 4 p.m.

- AERTSE H 3ol HaS AR U goleT & TS T OR AT 4 T AT Y e

» Uttar Pradesh DGP Prashant Kumar announced that mock exercises will be held in all 75
districts of the state.

« 3R F&Xr & SIS werid FAR 7 Shwon 1 foh T & weft 75 it & Alen f3or 3manfora
SITaa|
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India climbs 3 spots to 130 among 193 nations
in HDI, but inequality continues to be a burden

|GS Paper |ll: Development

Bindu Shajan Pera) addn
NEW DELHI

India moved up three spots
in the Human Develop-
ment Index, ranking 130
out of 193 countries in
2023, as per the Human
Development Report 2025
released on Tuesday by the
United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP).

With the HDI value im-
proving to 0.685 in 2023
from 0.676 in 2022, India
remained in the medium
human development cate-
gory, moving closer to the
high human development
threshold of 0.700.

The Gross National In-
come per capita rose over
four times to $9,046.76 in
2023 from $2,167.22 in
1990, while 135 million In-

India Climbs 3 Spots in HDI, but Inequality Persists

Steady progress

According to the latest UNDP report, India’s Human Development
Index(HDI) score improved from 0.676 in 2022 to 0.685 in 2023

0.70

India improvedits HDI =

0.68 ranking from 133 in 2022
to 130in 2023

2014 2016 2018

2020 2022

The report said
India’s HDI value
has increased by
over 53% since
1990, faster than
South Asian
averages

dians escaped multidimen-
sional poverty between
2015-16 and 2019-21.

However, challenges
persist, with inequality re-
ducing India’s HDI by
30.7%, one of the highest
losses in the region, the re-
port said.

“While health and edu-

cation inequality have im-
proved, income and gen-
der disparities remain
significant. Female labour
force participation and
political  representation
lag, though recent steps —
such as the constitutional
amendment reserving one-
third of legislative seats for

women — offer promise for
transformative change,” it
added.

Better life expectancy
Life expectancy in India
rose to 72 years in 2023
from 58.6 years in 1990,
the highest since the incep-
tion of the index, indicat-
ing a strong recovery from
the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on life expectan-
cy. The report attributed
this to the national health
programmes followed by
successive governments,
including the National Ru-
ral Health Mission, Ayush-
man Bharat, Janani Su-
raksha Yojana, and the
Poshan Abhiyaan.

Also, children today are
expected to stay in school
for 13 years on average, up

from 8.2 years in 1990. “In-
itiatives like the Right to
Education Act, Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan, the Na-
tional Education Policy
2020 have enhanced out-
comes. However, quality
and learning outcomes re-
main areas for continued
focus,” the report said.

The report, titled A Mat-
ter of Choice: People and
Possibilities in the Age of
Al highlighted the critical
role of artificial intelligence
in shaping the next chapter
of human development —
particularly in fast-growing
economies, including In-
dia. The report placed In-
dia in a unique position
globally as a rising Al po-
werhouse with the highest
selfreported Al  skills
penetration.

muﬁmﬁswmm,mmmma?ﬁgé%

- India has moved up three spots in the Human Development Index
(HDI), reaching the 130th position out of 193 countries in 2023,
according to the Human Development Report 2025 by the United

Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

* R WY g FAFTH FEHA (UNDP) gaRT SR AT fasrra Rate 2025
& AR, 2023 H 193 2 # { 1309 T W 9T I &, AT TSNS H ol
T 39T 2
* India's HDI value improved from 0.676 in 2022 to 0.685 in 2023, keeping the country in the

medium human development category and moving it closer to the high development
threshold of 0.700.

« I T TIARIME AT 2022 # 0.676 { dgaT 2023 # 0.685 &1 7T, [Ta@d R ALAH AR
mMﬁmmaﬂTOJOOa;mﬁm;ﬁmaamqgirWI

* The Gross National Income (GNI) per capita rose over four times from $2,167.22 in 1990
to $9,046.76 in 2023.
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- Ufa AT Tohel TSET 3T (GNI) 1990 H $2,167.22 T T 2023 H $9,046.76 8 TS, T
IR AT A e g3
» Around 135 million Indians escaped multidimensional poverty between 2015-16 and 2019-

21.
* 2015-16 & 2019-21 o &I S9T879T 13.5 mmﬁﬁmmﬁwﬁwﬁﬁ

Hherdl I3

Persisting Inequality and Its Effects

a?ﬁgémmsﬁtmm

» Despite improvements, inequality has reduced India's HDI by 30.7%, one of the highest
losses in the region.

-gﬂﬁ%aﬁa@,m%wmaﬂuﬁmw?%ﬁmg:m%jﬁmﬁmm
gt T A T B

» Health and education inequality has improved, but income and gender disparities remain
significant.

» FTEY T RAGT HY FFATTAT 7 FUR 3T &, AAfchet 31 3R T ImenRe srwamerane 3rer ofy
TR T g ¢
* Female labour force participation and political representation are still lagging, though the

constitutional amendment reserving one-third legislative seats for women offers promise
for change.

- AfaT o areier) 3 Teshfa® gfafafted 3l o wa €, grenifes Afgemst & v ve-feE
frerft et & 3meTor 1 I R T gdenfae Faere afadst Y 3mem AT

Health and Life Expectancy Improvements
FTEe R Siiaer yeamnm F gur

* Life expectancy in India rose to 72 years in 2023, up from 58.6 years in 1990, the highest
since the inception of the HDI.

« el # SaeT TeATRMT 1990 F 58.6 T ¥ SgehY 2023 H 72 A &1 978, ST TASIHTS T 3T &
91¢, T 379 oo &I gad A+ ¢

* This improvement is credited to successive governments' national health programmes like
National Rural Health Mission, Ayushman Bharat, Janani Suraksha Yojana, and Poshan
Abhiyaan.

* S GUR I AY TIHRT SIRT TelTV 37T AR FARLT FIAFHAT 1 6T 717 § 518 Iy avaior
ALY AU, YA HRA, STelall &I Asrat, 3R qreret HfRArer|
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Educational Progress

e gerfar

* Children in India are now expected to stay in school for an average of 13 years, up from 8.2
years in 1990.

« R H 319 Sreel & Fhol H TG 1 3wa 3@ 13 af gy arg §, 5 1990 # 8.2 ¥ ot

* Programmes like the Right to Education Act, Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, and National
Education Policy 2020 have contributed to improved outcomes, though quality and learning
outcomes still require attention.

- freT 1 FVPR AT, FHT e 3fFTE, 3R Tsda fRaw HfF 2020 S FRIFAT
TROUTTHAT T S TTT 8, BTelifeh Iyoraar AR srftrarsr aRomat oX 319 ot €7eT & & ST B

Role of Artificial Intelligence in Development

fawrer & R gt i sffawr

» The report titled "A Matter of Choice: People and Possibilities in the Age of Al" highlights
the important role of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in shaping the future of human development,
especially in fast-growing economies like India.

- ROYE fogeT A T #ex 3 aisw: Nue v o s ¢ vor 3if® s &, g Sarar
f& T gefrermr (Al) #re e & afasa 1 3rFR & 7, Trae delt & gedt srdeaavysit
S R H, Agcaqur AFT AT W@ &

* India is positioned globally as a rising Al powerhouse, with the highest self-reported Al
skills penetration.

» $1R T AR TR R 39TA g 0TS ATFT & & 3 23T Sf7 T@T §, 761 03 Hlerer iy qa
3T 3TeA-FRd TgT g A IS &

Human Development

A4 fas™

e Human development is defined by the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) as the process of enlarging people's choices, covering opportunities for
education, health care, income, and employment, extending to political freedom
and self-respect.

A4 fae ! by P e $1dsd (UNDP) gRT @M & fawedl ! faga a3
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& AR M &, 57 IS TqeaaT 3R TH-THIH d [ gd 81 g

Difference Between Economic Growth and Human Development

e gfes ofik wrHa fawr # Siar

o Economic growth focuses on the expansion of income and the economy, whereas
human development encompasses a broader range of human choices, including
economic, social, and cultural aspects.

e gig &1 e S 3R SrfouawT & fawR R giaT ], wafe AFd fae
gl

e While economic growth can contribute to human development by creating
employment opportunities and generating income, it is not sufficient on its own
to ensure a good quality of life for all citizens.

3 g AR & ST Ul dxXh 3R ST IH R A4 fdw d A e ¢
ﬁ%@%ﬂﬁﬁ'%ﬁ@ﬂﬂgﬁﬁ%mﬁ%mmﬁ
|

Importance of Income Utilization

3T IUYANT BT HEd

e The use of income by societies is as important as the generation of income. Income
growth is an important means to development, rather than an end in itself.

TS GRT ST BT IUART 31 &1 Hgayul § o1 o 3ma &1 | 3Tg gfs AP
&1 TP HgdqUl |1eH g, Wd A I @8y el | o =

Beyond Economic Well-being

3fde Heamor d W

e The accumulation of wealth may not be necessary for the fulfilment of various types
of human choices.
¢ BT Hod [Afid UHR & ATa fawenl 31 gfd & forw smaxas 78! g1 9o g

e Knowledge, health, a clean physical environment, and political freedom are all
human choices that extend far beyond economic well-being.

M, WA, WS Hifde Taiarur 3R Is-ifde Wadar 9+ 88 A4 faeey g ot
s wearor @ S 3t od B

Accessibility of Human Development

A4 faerg &t ugd

e A society does not need to be rich to afford these choices. Human development is
about giving people more freedom and opportunities to live lives they value.

B! Ufchd & =T | URHIG fopar mar B, Foras Riai, Wrea @y, 3mg 3R AR
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o TP JHN I 31 bl ol UM & forw gt 811 31 smazgsdr 81 ¢ | 914 Q™
AT Y O Fofe Rt oA & forw arftres Tad=rar 3R s R e F IR AR R 3
eyl 4d B

Key Components of Human Development

AHq fae™ & U9 ged

e Health: Ensuring a long and healthy life through access to healthcare services.

o TR R JF13M B Ugd & ATeH I dd SR WY Sfta= &l JAfEd a|

e Education: Providing access to knowledge and learning opportunities.
Rrem: 39 3R W= & SrawR} d% Ugd UaH SRl

o Standard of Living: Achieving a decent standard of living through income and
employment.
Wi WR: 31 3R ASATR & I  FRISHS Siia- R AT HRAT|

» Political Freedom: Allowing individuals to participate in decision-making processes.
oo adsrar: Afaddl o fofa a9 3t ufssaret § 4Rt a1 &1 ergafd <1l

o Environmental Sustainability: Maintaining a clean and safe physical environment.

giavuity R W@ SR JRfgE Hifas wafaror &) §91 91|

Examples lllustrating Human Development

A4 f9HT Hi <=1+ arel SGIexul

e Education: Implementing policies that ensure free and compulsory education for all
children.

Rrem: T faat & Ay o ot s & o 3o oiiv srferard Rrem gHfa
ERGIR]

e Healthcare: Establishing universal healthcare systems that provide medical services
to all citizens.

WA SEHTE: A1 iE WA yorredt Riftd S o 9 arie! 1 fafeean
LELCHEER]

e Income Support: Providing social security measures like unemployment benefits
and pensions.
ST FHAT: RS v SR U= i wrfore gRem Iural ot gfaer S

» Political Participation: Ensuring free and fair elections and the right to vote.
ToIfa® UGN Wda 3R frsaer gA19 iR deM & SifUedr & gHfda &=

o Environmental Protection: Enforcing regulations that reduce pollution and promote
sustainable practices.
TGTaRUT TWREUT: UgHUT HH B 3R IR wyt3if ) Ferar 37 & forw fafvraey o @
DA
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Components of Human Development
ATd A1 & gcHh

e Human development, as conceptualized by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), is not just about economic growth, but about expanding
human choices.

TgFa Usg fAF FREAFHH (UNDP) F U, AT e Faer s gefor
7dt § afew Aea Reeat w1 Rar 2

e These choices are deeply embedded in four core components: Equity,
Sustainability, Productivity, and Empowerment.

¥ faehed IR HET Hehl A gs ¥ Afed 8 gaAmerar (Equity), feuar

(Sustainability), 3eareerdT (Productivity) 3R @erfdds®Ior (Empowerment)]

e These elements ensure that development is inclusive, participatory, and future-
oriented.

¥ dea 77 gARaa = § B Rem wamddh (inclusive), smafigrigor
(participatory) 3R sifas 377@ (future-oriented) &1

Equity

HATAAT

o Equity means that all individuals—regardless of gender, caste, religion, income
level, or geography—should have equal access to opportunities, including
education, health care, employment, and political participation.

AT &1 74§ fF Tl cafFaat wi—are 3=1er foer, sfa, a9t 3m Fax ar
stafas Pufago o §-—fen, T daw, e 3R TerEfas smefierdt
S AR I WA Ig AN TR

« Development cannot be inclusive unless every section of society benefits. Equity is
about ensuring justice and fairness in distributing the gains of development.

SISl Th WHTST HT Yedd o oreiiedcd o6t giall, dd oeh Taehre wATaef 16T gt
THhT| TATAAT F 36T T & ol & faaRor 7 =4 3R fAsaerar

gAREd weT g
* Types of Equity:
« AT & YN
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o Intra-generational Equity: Fairness among people of the same generation, such as
rural and urban citizens, or rich and poor.

o A NHF A F T =g, 7 aretor 3R aed AP, a7 g 3k
TR & &1 - 58 GAT N & #iay i ARG (Intra-generational Equity)

&gl SIar gl
o Inter-generational Equity: Fairness between the present and future generations,
ensuring that future people also enjoy the same or better development levels.

o gaaE X afasy fr fiAt F T 3, GEw afasy fr difeat o gaeT ar
SeR A TR FT 37eg o T - su Nifeat & g v AT (Inter-
generational Equity) SgT ST g1

* Example:
* 3GIgY{UT:

o The Right to Education Act (2009) in India ensures free and compulsory education
for children aged 6-14, representing intra-generational equity.

. HRA # frew #1 AftwR wfRfAmer (2000) 6 @ 1499 F Tt F fgew ik
Ffoard Rrem glaRead wtar & Sraare @G ¥ sfiay A gaverar a1 g
gl

« Climate change mitigation efforts represent inter-generational equity, as they
protect future generations’ right to a stable environment.

o Sarg IRTdT B FH FA F 7AW AR F i A gATar w1 gfdHAReT
W §, Fifh 7 Afasy A difeat & PR gAfawor & 3fWeR A & =d 2

Sustainability

e

» Sustainability implies that the current generation must use resources responsibly so
that the next generation can enjoy the same level of well-being.

fEuRar &1 34§ & adAs N @1 daret S ATt 39 wEEr
TIfeT drfer 3wETelr 9T 3 WA T Y HATS FT 3¢ o |

e It encompasses environmental, economic, and social sustainability. Sustainable
development requires long-term policies in resource management, energy use,
biodiversity, and climate action.

s qaTarony, nfd® 3R genfas ReRar anfae gt &1 gaa [ &
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drdefaes Afaal & 3magear gdr gl

o UNDP and World Bank emphasize that sustainability is essential for long-term
human development, as short-term gains without sustainability can erode progress.

UNDP 33X feg dF &1 Fgar § & Furar reemfas A few & ow
3TETS g, Fifh 5% 9T UIed reuhifard st warfa ﬁ@ammqg"m Tohd
gl

Example:
3qlgYT:

o The National Solar Mission under India’s National Action Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC) promotes clean energy and reduces dependence on fossil fuels, aligning
development with sustainability.

. HRA FAEY SToarg IRadT FE AT (NAPCC) & e T @R
e Ta=a FATH gorar &ar ¢ iR Aand $¥at ¥ FIRar & 7 Far
¢, e o o Reara ST Sirar g

* Related Concept:
- g IraEURom:

e The 1987 Brundtland Report defined sustainable development as “meeting the
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs.”

o 1987 #Y sicels ROIE S gaad faemm & aReNa far: "adae 6
maegwansit #1 qft s wE A Fw fF afasy f AT o
raeaFarst i i F A qarA W

Productivity
3cqigehdr

o Productivity in human development refers to the efficient use of human capital
through proper education, health care, skill development, and job creation.

o TS [FT H 3cuicshar &1 3T § 3T e, Tareew duaTd, wlera I
IR VSR Yool & ATETH F AT YAl FT FAA 3GANT

e A productive society generates more income, leading to higher living standards,
which in turn fuels human development further.

fore wameEt & gete, 39T 39, da Afderar ik SeEy Fia w6 A
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U 3G HATS TAH 3T 3edeel FIT §, ord sfiad TR & qgfr gt &,
3R Ig 3 AT RAEE Y iy ear 2

e Investment in human capital—through public spending in health and education—is
crucial. Productivity is not just about work but about creating the right environment
for people to reach their maximum potential.

T 3T R 7 adefas @9 & AeIH G AW Gt # [ swedd
HEcaqUl &1 3cUTcehdl shaol A A gl dleeh ol sl 3efeht AfFan araar

d% UgTe & U SUGEA ATATERT I & FfAT g

o Example: India's Skill India Mission (2015) aims to train over 400 million youth by
2022. Such initiatives boost productivity by equipping the workforce with modern
skills.

3TEIOT: 9 o vt $T3AT Arerer (2015) &1 w8 2022 T 40 FUT FaT3it Y
GIRIETOT ST §1 58 TN T Tgel FHAGer HY JYfad FhRa @ g a<
3cUTEHhdT F TeTdr g |

o Fact: According to the World Bank’s Human Capital Index (2020), India’s

productivity could rise by almost 40% if every child achieved full education and
good health.

aey: feg d% F egrer HRed 3977 (2020) F (AR, AfS &Y aear qoF
et 3 reaT TR UItT W Al HRT Y ScUTGhdT JIMSTT 40% d 96
qFHr Bl

Empowerment

TeafedasIor

o Empowerment means people have the freedom to make their own decisions—
socially, economically, and politically.

o WARFARIOTHT 37T § o N ol grATio, 3w 3k gaifas &7 3 39
faokr = i Taqaaran|

« It implies democratic participation, political freedom, and the ability to influence
decisions that affect one’s life.

o  Ig AFdIEF AN, TS=ifaw Faaadar iR g siaar & ysnfag s arer
faotaY 9v gTa STe Y eTHAT S g2iiar g

« Empowerment involves the decentralization of power, where governance is brought
closer to the people, especially through institutions like Panchayati Raj.

o TAFTRIOT F FEAT FT RAFLFIT AT 2T &, T8l AT HT AW & Ha
T SraT §, QA & @ et uer St gEumst & #Ares d|
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Example: The 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments (1992) in India
established Panchayati Raj and urban local bodies, allowing citizens to influence
local governance.

3CTEIOT: 9T & 7347 3R 7431 wdenfas @eaveeT (1992) & ATEIH § gAY
Tt 3R 2l T fasrat A TaroeTr g3, s ARe! i T eamae
HI gTfaT Fa F1 JAER Fem|

Political empowerment of women through 33% reservation in Panchayats (as per
Article 243D) has enhanced their role in decision-making and community
development.

3eTe0G 243D & dgd yargdl # Afgensit F fAw 3300 mRator S AeIH A
Afgaait F1 TorAfas FARFTHIOr g & TEd ol o iR wngerfs
e 7 3 oA adr

Human Development Index (HDI)

A4 fd®T ga&ie (HDI)

The HDI is a composite index created by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) to measure the overall development of a country, not just its
income.

HDI T® |y Jahid fa®ra HrfeH (UNDP) gRT dOR frar T §
aﬁﬁ%m%wﬁmﬁww . Had STD! T BT |

It looks at three basic dimensions of human development:

Ig "4 e & f= fiftre smam o) SEarg:

1. Health — Measured by life expectancy at birth
1. WA - 38 & & FHY St TR 3 |17 SI1dl 8
2. Education — Measured by:
2. e - 9 Fufofed 8 v S &:
* Mean years of schooling (average years a person actually spends in
school)
- 3T Wit Rren & af (U faq araa & @a | fovaq a9 foaran 8)
« Expected years of schooling (how many years a child entering school can
expect to study)

- 3rufera Toel e & avf (U s Tpd § TN HR 90y e a¥f d@
UGS 31 SHiIG B Tl §)
3. Standard of living: Measured by Gross National Income (GNI) per capita
(PPP)
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3. Sftq &R: 39 ufa safe govet AP 31T (GNI) (shT ekt T - PPP)a'T
HTeaH J {17 STl &
* HDI values range from 0 to 1, where:
-HDIF A0V 1 F T & ol
* Closer to 1 = Higher human development
. 1% B9 = I 4 fdpr™

* Closer to 0 = Lower human development

- 0% P = Y A4 fae™
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Incineration ()f Union Carbide
waste beglns at Pithampur plant

IGS Paper lll: Environment

Press Trust of India
BHOPAL

The incineration of 307
tonnes of waste from the
defunct Union Carbide fac-
tory in Bhopal has begun in
Madhya Pradesh’s Dhar
district and is expected to
be completed in 55 days.

The incineration pro-
cess began around 7.45
p.m. on Monday at a dispo-
sal plant run by a private
company in Pithampur,
about 250 km from Bhopal,
State Pollution Control
Board’s regional officer Sri-
nivas Dwivedi said on
Tuesday.

He said as per the M.P.
High Court’s directive on
March 27, the waste from
the defunct Union Carbide
factory is being burnt at the
maximum rate of 270 kg

The waste dlsposal facnllty at
Pithampur. PTI

per hour under the super-
vision of technical experts
of the Central and the State
Pollution Control Boards.

“We estimate that the
entire waste of Union Car-
bide will be burnt to ashes
in the next 50 to 55 days,”
Mr. Dwivedi said.

He said the emission of
different gases and parti-

cles from the plant was be-
ing monitored through an
online system.

The emission of particu-
late matter, hydrogen chlo-
ride, sulphur dioxide, car-
bon monoxide, total
organic carbon, hydrogen
fluoride and nitrogen oxide
is being monitored through
this system, Mr. Dwivedi
said. He added that the am-
bient air quality in the sur-
rounding areas is also be-
ing checked.

Emission monitoring
“In the final stage of burn-
ing the waste, mercury
emissions are being moni-
tored for the first time on-
line by installing a new sen-
sor in the Pithampur plant.
All the emissions are within
the standard limits,” Mr.
Dwivedi added.

Incineration of Union Carbide Waste Begins at Pithampur

Plant

AT FTaTE3 F FI T g1 YA TIT & Y

« The incineration of 307 tonnes of waste from the defunct Union
Carbide factory in Bhopal has started in Dhar district, Madhya

Pradesh.
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» 9T AT 5 81 TP et F1aTgs Bt F 307 ToF F T Ggal 7ET Yo
¥ 4R I & & e g

* The incineration is expected to be completed in 55 days.

« S T UTshaT oY 55 et 7 X1 o Siret shr HerareTr &

» The process started at 7:45 p.m. on Monday at a disposal plant in Pithampur, about 250 km
from Bhopal.

» g FshaT WHAR ATH 7:45 T3t ATl § wTars7e1 250 it gF RysArqw & veh HedRor @37 & &
g3l

» The plant is run by a private company, as informed by State Pollution Control Board’s
regional officer Srinivas Dwivedi.

- JE 6 T frslt 9t gary Ferferd 8, ST foh Ao FeqooT fg=0T &S & a3y 3oy
sfaarw gfaad o s

High Court Directive and Technical Supervision

3T AT & A 3 g AR

* As per the Madhya Pradesh High Court directive dated March 27, the waste is being burnt
under the supervision of technical experts from the Central and State Pollution Control
Boards.

« 27 AT & ALY A 3o9 AT & 62T & IHeTAR, Tg FHa Far AR T wgyor fz=or
St & aaettht T it HAeRre 7 Sremr S @ e

* The burning is happening at a maximum rate of 270 kg per hour.

« g gg<T ufa g¢ 270 fFaanms i 3fsam T T8 wr el

* Mr. Dwivedi stated that the entire waste is expected to be incinerated in the next 50 to 55
days.

« A EfAAEY 7 gl foh TXT HeRT 37Tl 50 | 55 et # Sreim fem swam|

Emission Monitoring System

Ichote fIRTT gorrely

* Emission of different gases and particles is being monitored through an online system.

- RAffe=T AT 3R Foit & 3cTT HI FIRTAT SiTeTers=T ToITely & ATETH F &7 ST W &1

* Monitored substances include particulate matter, hydrogen chloride, sulphur dioxide,
carbon monoxide, total organic carbon, hydrogen fluoride, and nitrogen oxide.
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« Tt uerit Y farrett 1 S 181 § 377 wiiégale #Aex, grsgioe FNiss, Wow sitFaTss,

FTa AANAFAES, FI AAF FaeT, TEFT FANIZS 3R AT HFAISS ATFAA &

* The ambient air quality of surrounding areas is also being monitored.

« JTHITE o &¥AT T el ary aporaar v ot faRTET ST @ B

* In the final stage of incineration, mercury emissions are being monitored for the first time
online through a new sensor at the plant.

« EgT 1 3ifae 39T 7, ATHY (IRT) 3T T FIRTAT Igell R HTAeST TIF H o9 3T AT
TG & ATETH F 7 517 BT B

* Mr. Dwivedi confirmed that all emissions are within standard limits.

« A gfaadT o qise &1 foh waft 3cqoter Atas W & i g
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Centre plans revision
of ‘safe harbour’ clause

I&B Ministry says it plans to revisit guidelines for intermediaries in a bid to to curb ‘fake news; the
IT Act provision protects the platforms by not holding them liable for the user-generated content

S Paper llI: Safe Harbour
lause

Aroon Deep QQ In order to check the menace of
NEW DELHI fake news, the due diligence for the

n a bid to disincenti-
l vise “fake news” con-

tent, the government
plans to revise the guide-
lines for intermediary plat-
forms and revisit the “safe
harbour” provisions that
protect these platforms,
the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting has, ac-
cording to sources, said in
reply to questions from the
Parliamentary  Standing

their own

I&B MINISTRY IN REPLY TO JPC

intermediary platforms could be revisited
requiring them to take appropriate steps to
remove fake news from their platforms on

There is a need
to revisit the ‘safe

harbour’ provision

ASHWINI VAISHNAW

Union I&B Minister in
November 2024

Committee on Communi- fake news, the due dili- diary platforms more ac-  Constitution.

cation and Information gence for the intermediary  countable, but has not ta- The government feels

Technology, headed by BJP  platforms could be revisit-  ken any concrete  that giving a statutory basis

MP Nishikant Dubey. ed requiring them to take  step. While speaking on to the Fact Check Unit un-
In the wake of the Pahal-  appropriate steps to re- the occasion of National der the Press Information

gam terror attack, the go-

move fake news from their

Press Day in November

Bureau (PIB), as proposed

vernment has blocked do-  platforms on their own.” 2024, Union Minister for in the amendments to IT
zens of YouTube channels The intermediary plat- Information and Broad- Rules 2021 as above is ne-
citing their spread of fake = forms enjoy immunity casting Ashwini Vaishnaw cessary for checking fake

news. While most of the
impacted accounts are Pa-
kistani, at least two Indian
channels, one belonging to
influencer Dr. Medusa and
a YouTube news channel
4PM News, were taken
down.

The parliamentary pa-
nel is scheduled to meet on

from liability for content
posted on their platforms
by users under Section 79
of the Information Tech-
nology Act, 2000.

The provision provides
a safe harbour for the inter-
mediaries by not holding
them liable for the user-
generated content as long

said that there was a need
to revisit the “safe har-
bour” provision.

The I&B Ministry, mean-
while, said “self regula-
tion” was the best way to
address fake news. For
now, it has ruled out bring-
ing a new law to address
“fake news” saying that it

news relating to its plans,
programmes and initia-
tives.

The Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology is in the pro-
cess of filing a special leave
petition (SLP) against the
judgment of Bombay High
Court that struck down the

Wednesday morning. In  asthey comply with guide- would require “broader  Fact Check Unit’s authority
the written submission lines issued by the Union consultation and consen- to eliminate safe harbour
made ahead of the meet- government. sus building” especially in  for content on social media

ing, the 1&B Ministry, as
per sources, said: “In order
to check the menace of

The government has re-
peatedly maintained that it
plans to make the interme-

view of provisions relating
to the freedom of speech
and expression in the

platforms that the govern-
ment has deemed to be
misinformation.

Centre Plans Revision of ‘Safe Harbour’ Clause
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&g GIER AP gaT TIaeTeT & e #Y NTaAT ST W@ &

- The government plans to revise the guidelines for intermediary
platforms and revisit the ‘safe harbour’ provisions in order to
disincentivise fake news.

« GEHR $F 743 FI galcaTed F & [T ALIEY colewiat & fan-Agat
H FertersT 3 A% g YTaHT=AT S HET et Y AISTAT 971 @ 8

* The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (I&B) conveyed this intent in response to the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Communication and Information Technology,
headed by BJP MP Nishikant Dubey.

* AT 3R THROT HATET (1&B) 7 Ig STehRI TR AR Faar siefarhy w gwdrr wurf
afafa, o sreaer serar wiwe ffrewia ga &, 1 dr

* In the aftermath of the Pahalgam terror attack, the government blocked dozens of
YouTube channels for spreading fake news.

* JEEINH ATAFATG! §H & T1G, TIHR o B 7491 helTel & HRUT Gorell ST AeTal I selidh Y
feam|

» Most blocked accounts were Pakistani, but at least two Indian channels, including Dr.
Medusa and 4PM News, were also taken down.

» TR qTFEaTet @I J, olfshel 1. AZAT 3N APM T 518 A § A &Y HRART Aever 3 gew
|

» The Parliamentary Committee is scheduled to meet on Wednesday morning to discuss the
issue.

« g FSET TUAR g TATS & o 7 =i & fow FuiRa g

* In a written submission, the 1&B Ministry said platforms may be required to take appropriate
steps to remove fake news on their own.

* 1&B FATET o FIT&T &9 # gl Toh ColchiAm & 3I&T T ST Fehell & foh I FaaT: B 74 g F
3 HgH o0

Legal Background of Safe Harbour

W AT T Fefsll MU

* Intermediary platforms enjoy immunity from liability under Section 79 of the Information
Technology Act, 2000.

« HEAEY CATHIAT 1 GaelT TP srfafazar, 2000 #r 4T 79 & dgd arfded ¥ g WIed 2
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* This provision provides a safe harbour by not holding platforms liable for user-generated
content if they comply with government guidelines.

* JE Tl W% FTaT YTl il & ToTed AIhR garT I fem-fard et 1 arerer et o Iord &t
Al & T coewiAT 1 gt Tt s SiTar|

Government’s Stance on Accountability

CACHIA TaEes) W THR T 3T

» The government has repeatedly said it plans to make platforms more accountable, but no
concrete steps have yet been taken.

« TXHR o IR-IR HeT ¢ foh I8 ColcBIAT ol HTUH STATaEE TATAT ATecll §, ol fehad 379 deh IS BT
HEH oTel 3617 AT ¢ |

* On National Press Day in November 2024, Union I&B Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said
there is a need to revisit the safe harbour provision.

« FGET 2024 H T 94 aw R, FT T v AROT F 37Ra=A dvora 7 T A g
TTaETeT Y FHIET Y HTTRTFAT & |

Regulation Strategy and Fake News Law

foraaret Toralfer 3R S T T

* The I&B Ministry said self-regulation is currently the best way to address fake news.

* |&B HATAT T gl ¢ [ 38 AT B 741 ¥ fAuest F TaH 3761 adiaT 3eA-Aaa1= ¢ |

* The ministry ruled out bringing a new law on fake news, saying it would require broader
consultation and consensus due to implications for freedom of speech.

« HATST & % 7Y@l W AGT Flefel A1 F SAhR T 3R gl o T rfReafFa fr wad=ar
¢Ed gU fareqe st 3R weAfa H AT FIAT T

Fact Check Unit and PIB
Y 9% gfae i s

* The government wants to give statutory basis to the Fact Check Unit under the Press
Information Bureau (PIB) to counter fake news related to its plans, programmes, and
initiatives.

« TXHR Y6 I X (PIB) F dge hare A% FiAT &I 39T Arstensit, FHIFHAT 31T 9@l §
Haftrd $& 7ot W U & T FTeeAY ATUR ST Mgl &

* The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology is preparing to file a Special
Leave Petition (SLP) against the Bombay High Court’s judgment that struck down the Fact
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Check Unit’s power to eliminate safe harbour protection.
- garciivEw 3R FET SR FiTerT a a1 B & w3 R R vty i
(SLP) ETf&rel el S Y & T@T 8, Toidel thare A% fae Y A% TN WHTCT Fiat 1 AT 1

ee ) fear

Govt. amends satellite Internet service rules

|Gs Paper 111: S&T

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Even as the Elon Musk-
owned satellite Internet
service Starlink awaits
clearances to operate in In-
dia, the Department of Te-
lecommunications this
week  issued further
amendments to the unified
licence (UL) and global mo-
bile personal communica-
tions by satellite (GMPCS)
authorisation.

Satellite Internet servic-
es need the authorisation

to offer services in India.
The amendments come in
the wake of the Pahalgam
attack in Kashmir.

Many of the terms, is-
sued through a circular by
the DoT, echo existing re-
quirements for all telecom
licensees — such as ena-
bling surveillance of users’
web traffic, a requirement
already in place for tele-
com operators and home
broadband providers. But
they come as an additional
compliance burden at a
crucial time, especially as

Starlink faces a prolonged
delay in obtaining the auth-
orisation as well as the sa-
tellite spectrum it needs to
commence services.

A key requirement may
undermine Starlink’s al-
lure to some of its custom-
ers in India.

While satellite terminals
sold abroad must be dis-
abled on Indian soil, the
amendments require that
Indian-purchased termi-
nals be disabled in other
countries.

Another unique require-

Govt. amends satellite Internet service rules
WIFR of HeATST Selaie Aar fFIAT & e frar

* The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has issued
amendments to the Unified Licence (UL) and Global Mobile Personal

Communications by Satellite (GMPCS) authorisation.

ment is that the terminals
must eventually be manu-
factured in India, within a
five-year span.

“The intent behind
mandating geofencing is to
prevent cross-border sig-
nal spillover, especially in
sensitive regions, and to
ensure that satellite con-
nectivity can be moni-
tored, intercepted, and go-
verned in India,” Mahwash
Fatima, a public policy
manager at the tech policy
firm The Quantum Hub
told The Hindu.

« HAR faA#HHT (Do T) & IfAHTES agdd (UL) 3R Talaer Aarsd qdad
FFYAFAH a7 A (GMPCS) wiftraor # weersr It fve &1

» These amendments are crucial for companies like Starlink to operate satellite Internet

services in India.

« Y FeereT TR H T8 STt Fan3it & Tareld & fT Starlink S Hufaat & fow 3maas

gl

» The changes come even as Starlink, owned by Elon Musk, is still waiting for clearances to

operate in India.
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« ¥ SCoTd U8 HI 31U § oI Elon Musk & Tarf@ca arelr Starlink 31T 8t $TRT & Tareret r
Fol T ISR T T &

* The amendments follow the recent Pahalgam attack in Kashmir.

« 3 FRAE ETel 1 3 FRHR & U TgelaH §H & qle; [T T E|

» Many of the terms in the circular echo existing telecom rules, such as surveillance of users'
web traffic, already applicable to telecom and broadband operators.

» o 1 &S At gl A oI Sollenld F#T T oRg §, S8 SAThdiit & a7 ¢fiha $t faarret,
ST UEer & oA 3R Sirsds HToRe R aeL B

* However, these add an additional compliance burden during a crucial phase for satellite
operators.

 gTeiifeh, I 1T 39arg QT TeTaT3t o T veh srfaRere srequreret aer sorar 8, fadv s @ 5w
HecaquT AT |

« Starlink is facing a long delay in obtaining both the authorisation and the satellite spectrum
required for launching services.

- Starlink T JaT3i T YE3AT & fow ey rgafa 3T ATemse Tags ured HLe 7 ot Rea
SRR

* A new rule mandates that satellite terminals sold abroad must be disabled in India.
« Tah AT ATH I8 31T F:ar & & fage & 3= arv eanse efffeaew ) sRa # [T F7
e S|

+ Additionally, Indian-purchased terminals must be disabled outside India.

- 3% AFTARFd, ARG & G AT AT ) fAgent & ATSFT F3ar smaegs g

* The rules require that all terminals must be manufactured in India within a span of five
years.

- Tt & 3R, Tl e I I g1 & AT ARG #H AT fam S 3maedss g

» The purpose of geofencing is to prevent cross-border signal spillover and ensure that the
satellite connectivity is monitored and governed within India.

- Forah e &7 3ege W aR Reerer hera i OFa 3R IF gAfRad we § & dReamse
FATFeadr Hr FIRE 3R AT ART A A

* Mahwash Fatima, a public policy manager at The Quantum Hub, explained the intent behind
the rule changes.

* The Quantum Hub & gfseer TiferdT AR AFAA BIFAAT o 3o7 [HAIHAT & NS & 36T A
HHSAT|
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Gaganyaans manned mission likely
in first quarter of 2027: ISRO chief

|GS Paper II: S&T

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) ex-
pects the Gaganyaan mis-
sion to launch Indian astro-
nauts into space to take
place in the first quarter of
2027, V. Narayanan, Chair-
man, ISRO, said at a press
conference on Tuesday.

While it will be preced-
ed by three test launches
(two uncrewed and one
with a robot), this is the lat-
est extension of the launch
date, in this most anticipat-
ed of ISRO’s missions. The
crewed mission was initial-
ly proposed for 2022 but
kept being pushed further,
with early 2027 being the
latest timeline.

Delay due to pandemic

Union Minister of State for
Space Jitendra Singh and
Mr. Narayanan said the de-
lays had been caused by

Taking flight: The first uncrewed mission expected later this year
will have a robot called Vyom-mitra on board. Ani

the COVID-19 pandemic,
the tests required to train
astronauts, extra test
flights of the launch vehi-
cle, and a revamped Gaga-
nyaan programme under
which eight missions, both
crewed and uncrewed,
would be executed till
2028.

“There are thousands of
components and at least 10
lakh lines of code that need

to be written for ensuring
that the crew in the launch
vehicle is safe, can escape
in case of an emergency,
[and] they can be brought
back safely to earth after
the mission is completed,”
Mr. Narayanan said.

“About 10,000 people
working for four-five years
have to be credited with
the progress so far.”

Mr. Narayanan also said

the Axiom-4 private space
mission to carry Indian as-
tronaut Shubhanshu Shuk-
la to the International
Space Station was sche-
duled for the first week of
June. Officially, this launch,
according to Axiom, is
scheduled for May 29. In-
dia has paid %550 crore to
Axiom for taking the first
Indian astronaut to space
after Rakesh Sharma’s
journey of 1984.

“This mission will allow
Mr. Shukla to conduct sev-
eral missions as well as
gain extremely valuable ex-
perience, which will be
useful to us,” he said.

For the first uncrewed
mission expected later this
year, with a robot called
Vyom-mitra on board, all
propulsion systems for the
human-rated launch vehi-
cle are ready, and about
90% of the necessary in-
frastructure and tests are
also ready.

Gaganyaan’s manned mission likely in first quarter of 2027:

ISRO chief

RTINS T AT AT 2027 & Ugok fTAATE 7 i Y FHITAT:

TR

- The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) expects the
Gaganyaan mission to launch Indian astronauts into space in the first
guarter of 2027, according to V. Narayanan, Chairman of ISRO.

HICART IARET ITHYTT WrSeT (FHU) & HTHR, IAATT TALAT F Aed
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STRTAOT, S & ICFET A FgT|

» The mission will be preceded by three test launches (two uncrewed and one with a robot),
and this marks the latest extension of the launch date, which was initially proposed for 2022.

e & uge i adieTor afew (@7 9T arels 3R T Adie & @r) fh S, 3R I8 dfea Aty
FT A1 fardar &, [9 gger 2022 & yEarad forar = o)

» The delay is attributed to the COVID-19 pandemic, astronaut training, additional test flights for
the launch vehicle, and a revamped Gaganyaan program.

39 ¢{I T HRUT HIfFs-19 AGHNY, 3iaReT It & ufretor, dica argal & faRked wieTor 3=
3R I FRIGH & ST TR hT IdTAT IAT &

* The revamped Gaganyaan program includes eight missions (both crewed and uncrewed)
to be executed by 2028.

TAAATT FIIHH & AT FTIRT H TS T2 (Aerehgerd 3R 4T <ereh &) anfdier §, foies 2028 d
T e S|

 According to Narayanan, there are thousands of components and at least 10 lakh lines of
code required for ensuring the crew's safety during the mission.

ARTIUT o ITTER, TR & SRTeT =TeTeh el 2l FIET FiATRE et & Tl goIRl g 3R A @
H 10 TG HI3 A GiFaAl AT 3|

» Narayanan emphasized that about 10,000 people have been working on this project for four
to five years, contributing to its progress.

ARTIVTA o g Y gl foh 37 RIS W) w8 10,000 SH1 IR & 9T a8t & HH W [ 8, S
Sq& WY & ATETT & | B

* The Axiom-4 private space mission, which will carry Indian astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla
to the International Space Station (ISS), is scheduled for May 29.

uferaH-4 fasit srafter e, Sit ety srafar arst ey eqeFa o1 sraisdrr sraftar weeua
(ISS) T S STTTT, 29 A & faw FaRa B

* India has paid ¥550 crore to Axiom for taking the first Indian astronaut to space since Rakesh
Sharma’s 1984 mission.

HRA =¥ T550 FU3 TIRYAH T $ITcTeT fohaT § ciifeh Ther QAT & 1984 & TARIET o dle; Tg el R
37ATRET I 3ARET & ST Th|

* For the first uncrewed mission expected later this year, with a robot called Vyom-mitra on
board, about 90% of the necessary infrastructure and tests are already ready.
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Birds that thrive in urban spaces sport
colours different from less successful ones

The urban colour homogenisation hypothesis says that cities render bird colours more uniform; this idea doesn't hold up at a global scale; once one accounts for species
richness, cities actually have more colour-diverse bird communities; the requirements for survival and propagation in a forest and an urban environment are different

lonika Mondal

n 2016, when Juan Diego

Ibafiez-Alamo at the University of

Granada in Spain met Kaspar

Delhey, an expert in bird
colouration at the Max Planck Institute for
Biological Intelligence, a new
collaboration was born.

“He suggested we study whether
urbanisation is associated with
differences in bird colouration,” Mr.
Delhey said.

Many studies have investigated how
urban noise has been changing the way
city birds talk to each other. But scientists
know little about what urbanisation is
doing to the way birds look.

The collaboration soon blossomed into
the world’s first large-scale, global study
of how urban environments can control
which birds — and which colours - can
thrive in cities.

In a new study, Mr. Delhey, Mr.
Ibafiez-Alamo, and their coll
reported what they found when they
analysed colour data from nearly all bird
species around the world alongside a
reference database.

The results were unexpected.

“Contrary to expectations, bird species
that do well in cities tend to be quite
colourful,” Mr. Delhey said. “Some of the
least successful species were largely
brown, colours that we humans often
consider dull or cryptic.”

Published on April 4 in Ecology Letters,
the study paper revealed that urban birds
that are able to lead fuller lives are also
more likely to sport blue, grey, and black
plumage.The findings challenge some
long-held assumptions in urban ecology.

Breaking through

“If you look at a city park, you may find
fewer species than in a nearby forest. But
those species tend to be more colourful,”
Mr. Ibédfiez-Alamo said.

However, the urban colour
homogenisation hypothesis holds that
cities render bird colours more uniform.
“We tested this idea at a global scale and
found it doesn’t hold up: once you
account for species richness, cities
actually have more colour-diverse bird
communities,” he added.

Colour differences between male and
femnale birds are often due to sexual
selection: males evolve brighter plumage
to attract mates or assert dominance.
Females may be more cryptically
coloured because they often incubate the
eggs and take care of the offspring. “It has
been suggested that in urban
environments, sexual selection may be
weakened, and therefore the difference
between male and female colours should

be reduced. We, however, do not find any
evidence,” Mr. Delhey said.

“Bird colours vary dramatically around
the globe alongside variations in climate,
habitat, diet, migration, type of mating
system, whether they live in groups or
not, etc.,” Delhey said.

Some colours, like yellow or red, are
derived from carotenoids in food, while
the blacks and greys are the result of
melanin.

Darker-coloured birds may have an
edge in polluted environments, where
melanin could bind to toxins. But the
strongest and most consistent pattern, the
researchers found, was the decline of
browns.

Being seen is dangerous

In their study, the researchers found that
successful city birds are more likely to be
colourful while avoiding brown.

Brown colors are often found in species
that live in the understory of forests,
which is similarly coloured. The green
spaces are different in cities. “Even if you
have a park, you also have a lot of asphalt
or concrete, which changes the brown
background that you will have in a natural
forest with dying leaves and sticks and
even the soil,” Mr. Ibafiez-Alamo said.

Brown is considered to be a cryptic
colour yet it appears to lose its ecological
value in human-built environments,
which are often much more complex than
forests. The researchers don’t yet know
why city birds prefer to be more

Blue-faced honeyeaters, with their bright blue plumage, have become more common in Australia’s cities. J.J. HARRISON (CC BY-SA)

en

Ifyou look at a city park. you may find
fewer species inanearby forest.
But those species tend to be more
colourful

colourful. One possibility is that in urban
environments, predation risk is often
lower, potentially allowing birds to be
more expressive with their plumage
rather than lay low.

According to Mr. Ibifiez-Alamo, the
“why” remains an open question for now.

Factors such as predator density,

ilability of food, light conditions, and

nesting space all interact with plumage
colour. In some regions, researchers have
found that fewer predators has meant
local birds could afford to be more
conspicuous. In others, food scarcity has
favoured birds that are less showy.

Urbanisation filters species
Mr. Delhey said urban ecology is
becoming a kind of evolutionary
laboratory. As more species travel to parts
of the world they haven’t been to before,
the ways in which they're adapting —
from song pitch to feather hue — are
offering researchers insights into their
survival as much as life’s astonishing
plasticity.

Even so, or maybe for this reason,
more research is required. “Any

differences in colouration we detect are
rather subtle. We'll always find
exceptions,” Mr. Delhey said.

Even as researchers delve into the
“why,” it appears that cities - by selecting
for certain traits, environments, and now
colours — are nudging evolution in slow,
quiet increments in possibly new
directions. The new study itself has
far-reaching implications. “You might
think that cities are just grey and lifeless,
but in fact they host a different kind of
avian beauty,” Mr. Ibafiez-Alamo said.

As biodiversity declines in many parts
of the world, both the ecological and the
cultural values attached to urban wildlife
become more significant. Understanding
the patterns therein can help make cities
more hospitable for a wider range of
species.

“We cannot really tear apart cause and
effect because it’s a relative study. There
could be other factors that we have not
considered,”Mr. Ibdfiez-Alamo said. “I
think that the next step will be to try to
see whether other organisms, let’s say
insects or mammals, follow the same
patterns.”

Arthropods, he said by way of
example, are tremendously diverse. “And
they also suffer from a reduction in the
city, in urban areas. It will be
super-interesting to identify whether they
follow the same patterns.”

(Monika Mondal is a freelance science
and environment journalist.
a.monikamondal@gmail.com)

THE GIST

Colour differences between
males and females are often
due to sexual selection. Males
evolve brighter plumage to
attract mates or assert
dominance. Females may be
more cryptically coloured
because they take care of the
offspring

v

The most consistent pattem
was the decline of brown,
which is found in species
living in the similarly coloured
understory of forests. Green
spaces are different in cities.
Brown appears to lose its
ecological value in
human-built environments

v

Urban ecology is becoming a
kind of evolutionary
laboratory. It appears that
cities, by selecting for certain
traits, environments, and
colours, are nudging evolution
in slow, quiet increments in
possibly new directions
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Birds that thrive in urban spaces sport colours different from
less successful ones

QrgdY &XaY A SN g arely gfdaY &1 Tor 37 afgyal A sreerglar &
S HH APT ET &

- The urban colour homogenisation hypothesis suggests that cities
render bird colours more uniform. However, this theory does not hold
true globally.

o QY T FATIAT IRF T Fgd! & fF 28T gfara) & T &) 3rfs ga=T
a1 & &1 grenf, ag Rigyid dRas Fov ) T 7€ 81

* When species richness is accounted for, cities actually have more colour-diverse bird
communities.

* SIS YTierat Shr faTarerdm sh €aeT # @M STl 8, o 26y &7 & areard & 3iferes e gaft wegerr
g gl

* The survival requirements in forests and urban environments differ, which affects bird
species and their colours.

« SarelY 31T ergdY araraRer & ST W@ 1 3MaTSHATT 37197 gldT &, S IferdT &y gafaar 3iR
A T T gATfad Xl B

+ In 2016, Juan Diego Ibafiez-Alamo and Kaspar Delhey started studying the impact of
urbanisation on bird colouration, collaborating with Max Planck Institute.

* 2016 &, 3Tl BTN FATAST-ITATAT 3R FTEUT SeAE o AGLRIOT o6 T&T 7 I JoTd S e
YT & fohar, AFw ool 3Reege & ary Ao

* Previous studies focused on how urban noise affects bird communication, but little was
known about its impact on bird appearance.

« Aol 37ETT 30 W higd o7 foh el AR 9aly TaR &1 hat ganrfad Har g, ifche sae aferar
aﬁrsqﬁaﬁrwqma%m’\rﬁagammmﬂzm

» The collaboration led to the first large-scale global study on how urban environments
influence bird colours.

« 3T TEA9T o Ugo 93 YA WX ARG 3req7=T 1 ART gred fomar fos gl ardreaxor gaft & 1 i
HY THTTIT P g |

* The study found that birds thriving in cities tend to have more colourful plumage,
especially blue, grey, and black.
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3 ey, s, 31K e

* In contrast, less successful bird species are typically brown, which is often perceived as dull
or cryptic.

- 58 TAuid, o oher 9&ft TSl ATAT=gd: 3 o 1 gl &, TSIl 31ere #ig 3r ayeet Arelr
ST &

* The findings challenge the urban colour homogenisation hypothesis, which suggests cities
lead to uniformity in bird colours.

- 3 forsehy Qrgdt 11 FATIAT IREFEAT T il Sl 8, S gl & foh AgT T&il o Wit & FATAT
CIGE]

* In cities, bird species may be fewer, but those present tend to be more colourful than those in
forests.

« A &7 A gl FITicral o 81 Fehcll &, Afehet St TSIl BIcil &, I STeTall & HPprad HfAF
et gl 81

* Sexual selection often results in colour differences between male and female birds, with
males having brighter plumage to attract mates.

« e et 39 ER X 3R ATeT afSrat & e T[T A AT HROT AT §, STl o b gy a2y r
TR A & foIT 31 Sooad T@ T & |

» Urban environments may weaken sexual selection, but no evidence was found to suggest a
reduction in colour differences between males and females.

« QEY ATATAROT TleT TAT T FHAR FT v &, dAfehed T W & TAIT IS AT Ad! 7T fob 7]
IR AT F g W A FA AT B

* Bird colours vary dramatically across the globe, influenced by climate, habitat, diet, migration,
mating systems, and social structures.

« eI & {T g $R H ATChIT &9 @ Feeld 8, ST STodry, 31aTd, 38R, TdTH, Fofelel Yool
3R TS Gt @ vanfaa aia €

» Some colours, like yellow or red, come from carotenoids in food, while blacks and greys
are produced by melanin.

* T T, S el I7 A1, 1ot & Hislg ARATGTH @ 317 €, STaieh Hrel AR o o1 Aanrfae
GaRT 3c9s+1 g g |

» Darker-coloured birds may have an advantage in polluted environments, as melanin could
bind to toxins.
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* The most consistent finding was the decline of brown-coloured birds in urban environments.

- G TR fosend s a1 & i@t <hv ey arcireror & et Y|

Being Seen is Dangerous
@ AT Wl &

* In their study, researchers found that successful city birds are more likely to be colourful
while avoiding brown.

« 3oTeh YA H, MUHATIHT & IrT o Weher gl A qaft 31es Tlet g1 & Stafen oY Lo1 & =i
gl

* Brown colours are often found in species that live in the understory of forests, which is
similarly coloured.

« 50 W1 37FEY 3T TSIl H 9T SATel & i Sierelt & foraret REd # @t §, S 9o &0 8 &
glc &

» The green spaces in cities are different from forests. “Even if you have a park, you also have a
lot of asphalt or concrete, which changes the brown background seen in natural forests with
dying leaves and sticks.”

o I H &Y TATT STaTell & 37T gl 2 "mmwwwm,amwa@m
mem%,mWMﬁmgéqﬁﬁaﬂtagﬁﬁasmaﬁmm
gIaT g, 30 SeoT &t &1

* Brown is considered to be a cryptic colour, yet it appears to lose its ecological value in
human-built environments, which are much more complex than forests.

* 701 T I T AT ST 8, T 87 7 ATera-TAAT qzawor & 39l TRIEEATIR 77 @rar g3m
Teliet 81T &, S STatelt T oot 7 el 3170 FAfeer gt &

* The researchers don'’t yet know why city birds prefer to be more colourful. One possibility is
that in urban environments, predation risk is often lower, allowing birds to be more expressive
with their plumage.

o eMerRaT3Tt &t 3730 Ok g AAer Iar o AgT & velt 3ifee Ta i gia & v g9aa Ig g &
e ITaTaoT A, RSN &1 @7 75T HA aidT ¢, 9ad aferat &1 379« 9@b & I 319
gfFdca e@re & AT Aear gl
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« According to Mr. Ibafiez-Alamo, the “why” remains an open question.

* A SETAS-HATCITAT & 3eTER, "FAT" 3737 37 Teh Gell ATl 1T G317 &

* Factors such as predator density, availability of food, light conditions, and nesting space
all interact with plumage colour.

» IR Y T, WIEH Y ST, YHTer S Rfa, 3R aiwar Fare @ 518 oI SR gl gt
& {97 & WY TER fohaT il § |

* In some regions, researchers have found that fewer predators means local birds could afford
to be more conspicuous.

« O &A1 H, M3 o I & 1o Far RFRET o7 AT & o Tureirg gah 3t fams & arer
g Teha &

* In others, food scarcity has favoured birds that are less showy.

« 35 &YHT H, Wigg Y FHY & 37 ITErA I derar fGAr § S A Rwmad g &

Urbanisation Filters Species
AFNHIVT YTl Y SiedT ¢
» Mr. Delhey said that urban ecology is becoming an evolutionary laboratory.

« &Y Selg o gl T g TIRTEATAHT e faerrTeas yAeremaT Sefdr ST T &l

» As more species travel to parts of the world they haven’t been to before, the ways in which
they’re adapting, from song pitch to feather hue, offer insights into their survival and life’s
astonishing plasticity.

V-3 31TF genfaar 37 REAT & AT FIAT & ST8T 9 Ugel oTg1 a0 &, 3/-37 9 o alenr &
3eToRTord 81 T &, SR o ammet &t ¥ 3R vt 1 T, 31 Shfaa et 3R sfaet &t smeadisrers
AT IX AT YeTeT Hid & |

* Despite this, more research is required. “Any differences in colouration we detect are rather
subtle. We'll always find exceptions.”

* SH dTao[G, 31T QATET Y HTALTehdT &1 “6 St T Tr IRET detect A 8, I I9aTThd Far
8Id &1 8 AR 3yaTg IIeaT|”

* Even as researchers delve into the “why,” it appears that cities — by selecting certain traits,
environments, and now colours — are nudging evolution in slow, quiet increments in possibly
new directions.

« QAT "I F IS F 3 @Wmm%%?m—gﬁﬁ%@mgﬁ qTaRoT, 3R 3«
W T T leh — T 1 fR-ER, Foarg Av feem & o1& 2|

» The new study has far-reaching implications. “You might think that cities are just grey and
lifeless, but in fact, they host a different kind of avian beauty.”
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o T ITEYYT STk FHTT STl &1 “37TT 1T bl & [ BT shaol WaNeT 3T AT 8ia &, JfraT
3T H, A U 3769 TR T gaft Fewar i Aqare H §”

* As biodiversity declines globally, both the ecological and cultural values attached to urban

wildlife are becoming more significant.

« SIA-9H ARgH TR I S RAfderar v @ 8, 2wl awgshal @ 53 wifrufad 3k aregfas
e 3118 Agcaqol gl ST W@ 8|

» Understanding these patterns can help make cities more hospitable for a wider range of
species.

« 3T Yo7 I HHSTAT EIT FI HTF TATTAAT & FAT 31fF AgHATATS T F Heg P TohdT o

* “We cannot really tear apart cause and effect because it’s a relative study. There could be
other factors we have not yet considered.”

« “gH SROT 3R JOITT I GIEAT F 3e13T 78T Y Tehl FA1[h Tg Teh HIIET YT ¢ | 0 31T
FRP 8 Gohd & Tolee o 313 de &1 & 187 forar g1

* Mr. Ibafiez-Alamo speculates, “The next step will be to see whether other organisms, like
insects or mammals, follow the same patterns.”

« A SEATAST-ITATHT AT ST &, “3H9TeAT heH Tg ST 1o foh AT 3= Siall, SidY et AT
FATLIRAY, TET Yot IHTEIOT A B1”

* Arthropods are extremely diverse, and they also suffer from a reduction in urban areas. It
will be interesting to identify whether they follow the same patterns.

- 3TUfAEd 3rcafas fAfaw ga §, 3R 3 agdt 8=t & v O of wenfaa g €1 I8 ggarae g
EYaT 3 T & Y et 1TEeOT A B

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page63



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

When warmer is better

|GS Paper IIl: S&T |
3 Q: Why does
our
temperature
go up when
we areill?
A: The increase
in core
temperature observed during
illness is commonly called
fever and occurs in response to
infection by a pathogen or
certain types of physical injury.
When a person becomes
infected with bacteria, the
white blood cells of the
immune system recognise the
incoming pathogen as foreign
and initiate the first stages of
the immune response: the
acute phase.

In this reaction, white blood
cells called monocytes release
a variety of proteins called
cytokines. They are central to
the immune response. In
particular, there is a
predominance of two types of
cytokine called interleukin-1
and tumour necrosis
factor-alpha. These cytokines
cause an increase in body
temperature.

It is not clear how, but it is
known that they also cause the
production of other chemicals
in the brain. The main group of
chemicals here are the
postaglandins. They react very
strongly with the
hypothalamus area of the

The growth rates of various types of bacteria are slowed at
temperatures above normal body temperature. KELLY
SIKKEMA/UNSPLASH

brain, which then sends a signal to the body to
increase the temperature.

The mechanisms that the brain employs to
effect this are not certain but are known to
include increasing the metabolic rate and
shivering. These two processes burn metabolic
fuel faster than normal, and body heat is given
off.

Experimental work shows that elevated
temperatures can enhance certain aspects of the
immune response. The growth rates of various
types of bacteria are slowed at temperatures
above normal body temperature.

- Nigel Eastmond, University of Liverpool

29

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

Why does our
temperature go
up when we
are ill?

99 g7 AR
gia & at go
dT9HTT FAY
qGelt 872

- The increase in
core temperature
during illness is
called fever,
which occurs as
aresponse to
infection by a
pathogen or
certain types of
physical injury.

- dfat & ke
QR T ATIATA
9¢a FI TGN Fel
STt &, Sy fhT
HHAT AT ANF
gIc & HROT T
gl

* When infected by bacteria, the white blood cells of the immune system recognize the
pathogen as foreign and begin the immune response. This is known as the acute phase.

» ST AFANAT T Ao TAT g1 8, AT SR T Wby Thed FIABTE 38 Toirl ot fagelr o & &
TEdlecl ¢ 3R GfaRetr gfafohar T Qeard Hc &1 58 i =0T HgT ST 8|
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* In this phase, monocytes release cytokines, which play a central role in the immune
response.

* 3 TOT A, MATATSCH AEANFISH Nollol L 8, ol TTAaT gfafsar # FEr sffer s €

» Two types of cytokines, interleukin-1 and tumour necrosis factor-alpha, increase body
temperature.

&l TR & AIBEIHIEH, Feedfdha-1 AT TIAT ARIAT haFeT-TewT, IR T A9 e &

* These cytokines also cause the production of prostaglandins in the brain, which act on the
hypothalamus to signal the body to raise the temperature.

« ¥ AISCIHRET ACTSH H WREFATSH & 3T T HRUT §o1d &, ST EISIAHE U T STt
AR Y ATIHTT FeTa T b FoTd B

* The brain employs mechanisms such as increasing the metabolic rate and causing shivering
to raise the body temperature.

- ATETSH R & ATIATT T ToTol & T TATTIT X doTa 3 FYHUY e ST IAT &7 3TAET
FLATE

» These mechanisms burn metabolic fuel faster than normal, producing body heat.

« Y I AT A dol T S8 Seld &, Torad e &Y a3t 301 i 81

» Experimental work shows that elevated temperatures can enhance aspects of the immune
response.

« JATATTCHAh A AT § 7o 3o ATt SRET GTAfshaT & e Tgof3it ol FaT Hehdl &

» The growth of various bacteria slows down at temperatures above normal body temperature.

- fafresr SR 1 gef&r FATT R dT9HAT § S AIATT 9T i 81 S B
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The fragmentation in the global fight against terror

'S Paper lIl: Internal Securit;

he Pahalgam terror attack of April 22
has exposed, yet again, the
fragmentation in the global fight
against terror and Pakistan’s resort to
terrorism when it fears normalcy in Jammu and
Kashmir. While a number of countries have
condemned the Pahalgam attack, they have, at
the same time, called upon India and Pakistan to
exercise restraint. The United States Secretary of
State, Marco Rubio, went to the extent of calling
on both parties to “work towards ... a responsible
resolution that maintains long term peace and
regional stability in South Asia”. U.S.
Vice-President J.D. Vance “hoped” that India’s
response would not lead to a wider regional
conflict. Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
has said that “settling disagreements” between
New Delhi and Islamabad on a bilateral basis
should be by political and diplomatic means. The
European Union’s High Representative for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Kaja Kallas
could not even get around to calling it a “terror
attack”,

The end of a collective fight

Gone are the days of “zero tolerance” to terror.
Gone are the days when the perpetrators of terror
were called out and accountability demanded.
Some have even asked India for “proof” of
Pakistan’s complicity, conveniently forgetting
inter alia the Pulwama (2019) and 26/11 Mumbai
(2008) terror attacks. In effect, they are calling on
India, the victim, to be restrained and to not go
after Pakistan, the perpetrator and backer.

India should not be surprised. To begin with,
the appetite for a flare-up in Asia is low after the
raging wars in Ukraine, Gaza and West Asia.
Moreover, successful elections in Jammu and
Kashmir and tourists flocking to Kashmir are red
flags for Pakistan. To top it all, the global fight
against terror is no more a collective fight. It is
now left for each state to fend for itself. The
consensus reached after the 9/11 terror attacks in
the U.S. in 2001, to fight terror comprehensively,
seems to have run its course. The world has gone
back to the era of “my terrorist” and “your
terrorist.”

Europe is focused on “its” terrorists —
right-wing extremism and terror. The U.S., under
former President Joe Biden, focused on REMVE,
or racially and ethnically motivated violent
extremism. The Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (0OIC) is keen only to use
Islamophobia as an excuse to condone terror.
Canada has told India that “your™ terrorists are
not “my” terrorists and that any terrorist threat
against India from its soil is covered under its
freedom of expression - in effect asking India to
wait till a terror act is committed before
approaching them. China has blocked proposals
submitted by India in 2022 to “black-list”, under
the UN Security Council 1267 sanctions regime,

T.S. Tirumurti

was Ambassador/
Permanent
Representative of
India to the United
Nations, New York
(2020-22)

Gone are the
days of a
united fight
against, and
‘zero tolerance’
to terror; a
different
yardstick
applies when it
comes to India,
which is a
victim of
state-sponsored
terror

terrorists operating against India from Pakistani
soil. Now that Pakistan is in the UN Security
Council (UNSC) for 2025-26 (as a non-permanent
member), these will remain blocked for at least
two more years.

The world is blindsided by the spread of terror
in Asia and Africa. Terrorism in Africa has spread
exponentially, from the Sahel to Mozambique.
The Global Terrorism Index 2025 points out that
the Sahel is now the epicentre of terrorism,
accounting for over half of all terrorism deaths in
the world. But the international community says
they are “your” terrorists not “my” terrorists and
is short-changing Africa.

A different yardstick for India

However, a different yardstick applies when it
comes to India, which is the biggest victim of
state-sponsored terror from Pakistan. First, it is
about “regional stability” and not about fighting
terror as Pakistan has successfully sold the
“nuclear war” bogey to the world. Even as they
egg Ukraine on in its war with “nuclear” Russia,
the thought of two developing countries using
nuclear arms scares the West enough to call on
India to stop fighting cross-border terror. It is
quickly forgotten that it was Prime Minister
Narendra Modi who called on Russian President
Vladimir Putin not to use nuclear arms in the

Ukraine war for which he was thanked by the U.S.

among other countries.

Further, it is now common knowledge that in
Pahalgam, the terrorists singled out the tourists
based on religion and shot them. A Muslim pony
ride operator was shot while trying to save the
tourists. The terror attack, which The Resistance
Front (a proxy of the Pakistan-based terror group
Lashkar-e-Taiba) claimed that it had carried out —
it retracted this statement later — was clearly
done to raise tensions and create a communal
divide in India.

While the whole world cries hoarse in
condemning Islamophobia, anti-Semitism and
Christianophobia, why does it become silent
when calling out the recent attack for what it is ,
i.e., Hinduphobia? When even protests in
American university campuses are being dubbed
anti-Semitic or Islamophobic and portrayed in
religious terms, rather than contextualising them
in terms of the 52,000 Palestinians killed in Gaza
or Israeli hostages still with Hamas, to maintain
radio silence on Hinduphobic attacks is glaring, if
not unexpected. Even U.S. presidential candidate
Vivek Ramaswamy, was confronted with
accusations of belonging to a “pagan, wicked”
faith while on the campaign trail.

But there has been a refreshing departure —
the statement by the U.S. Director of National
Intelligence, Tulsi Gabbard, who characterised
the Pahalgam attack in religious terms, as a

“horrific Islamist terrorist attack™ and recognised
that the targets were Hindus. A silver lining is the

extradition of Tahawwur Rana from the U.S. to
India for the Mumbai attacks, even if big fish,
David Headley, is still in the U.S.

Further, predictably, Pakistan used its
presence in the UNSC to move for an emergency
closed session on a “deteriorating regional
environment and rising tension™ posing “a
serious risk of escalation”. In 2019, a similar
closed meeting took place, at China’s behest, just
after Article 370 was abrogated, but fizzled out.
The meeting now was no different and no
document was issued. It underlined once again
that the P-5 (the five permanent UNSC member
states), with the exception of China, is in no
mood to play the “Kashmir” game, which it
considers to be a bilateral matter between India
and Pakistan (even if parts of it have been ceded
by Pakistan to China).

India’s move to keep the Indus Waters Treaty
in abeyance has also been targeted by Pakistan at
the UNSC. India will no doubt keep the pressure
on the UNSC to stop any outcome document,
unlike how a similar issue was dealt with in 2021
between Ethiopia and Egypt on the Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam. Any one country in
the UNSC can stop a statement.

The path ahead

Consequently, if the world is so concerned about
India not using kinetic options to fight terror from
where it originates, should not India’s “strategic”
partners demand accountability from Pakistan
rather than substituting harsh words for real
action or calling on “both sides” to “defuse”
tensions? To deter Pakistan, India’s close Gulf
partners, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates, which are themselves undertaking
internal socio-religious reforms, need to step up.
The international community must act to deter
and sanction Pakistan, and not merely react
episodically. If it refuses to act, India will act
alone. Apart from the current slew of options,
India will also have to think ahead

Having built a strong international framework
to combat terror, including terror financing and
misuse of emerging technology, the international
community cannot step back on combating
terror, especially state-sponsored terrorism.
Three years after raising it for the first time in the
UN General Assembly in 2022, India has yet
another opportunity to take the lead in
combating religiophobia against non-Abrahamic
religions. This time its campaign should go
beyond the UN, where select Indian Missions
should take up the issue bilaterally with their host
countries.

All this points to one thing. India should not
only create geopolitical space for itself through its
strategic autonomy and multi-alignment policy,
but must also be prepared to use it when it
matters. There is no doubt that such parleys are
on.

The Fragmentation in the Global Fight Against Terror
HTchare & @aTe dfRaw gud 7 gas) 7 deam

- The Pahalgam terror attack of April 22 has exposed the
fragmentation in the global fight against terror and Pakistan’s resort
to terrorism when it fears normalcy in Jammu and Kashmir.
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gHsl A FEaR I IAPR FT § IR NirFar garT Ardaware F1 GgRT A=

o9 38 o 3R FAR F g RRufa w1 st dar B

» While a number of countries have condemned the Pahalgam attack, they have, at the same
time, called upon India and Pakistan to exercise restraint.

5 ST ¥ UTEINH e F1 AT Fr §, Sifched a1 & R 3 wifhearer ¥ TgH saa Y ardier
gl

* The United States Secretary of State, Marco Rubio, went to the extent of calling on both
parties to “work towards ... a responsible resolution that maintains long-term peace and regional
stability in South Asia.”

TYFA T IANFT & Fader 730 At st o1 et wadt @ ... SR F@mene i feem 7 e
e T 3rdrer Y, i &faroT el 7 Qe enifd 3k e feerar e @)

* U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance “hoped” that India’s response would not lead to a wider
regional conflict.

YT U FARFT & IRIogufer J.D. T oF “377e0T STars” o e v afafdram avfrr word &1 &
STeT oty

* Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov has said that “settling disagreements” between
New Delhi and Islamabad on a bilateral basis should be by political and diplomatic means.

Y Rager 7 w3l araa & a1 i 78 R 31K sEammEaRE & &I et @ fAverr gfavsha
¥ ¥ Tereifae AR Fedfas alid ¥ gler aifev]

» The European Union’s High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Kaja
Kallas could not even get around to calling it a “terror attack”.

i wer <y fader Arat ik gra i A 3o gfafafr s Fram 5@ Ed gHEeT a6
gl @ o 9 TS|

The End of a Collective Fight
e HEy FT 3T

* Gone are the days of “zero tolerance” to terror.

39 @ & 37T 5197 3MTcehdle o ToIv " e |igsorar v wifa o

» Gone are the days when the perpetrators of terror were called out and accountability
demanded.

379 At T 31T S ATddhariedl FY TgaTAT ST AT 3T STaraedr v Afar 1 Sy o
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* Some have even asked India for “proof”’ of Pakistan’s complicity, conveniently forgetting
inter alia the Pulwama (2019) and 26/11 Mumbai (2008) terror attacks.

$O & ol AR & “TGa” A9l ¢ Tt Y Ffercddr & aR &, AR geram#T (2019) 3K 26/11 Ha$
(2008) & TcTehaTel gH e T 8ol fe2T & |

* In effect, they are calling on India, the victim, to be restrained and not go after Pakistan, the
perpetrator and backer.

qIEdd H, 3 AR, S Nfsd &, T §IH 3@ A7 31T T @ ¢ 3R aifrearet, i 3maredy 3ilk @i
¥ F TWATE FILGTE F FIoT Y Fg T T

* India should not be surprised. The appetite for a flare-up in Asia is low after the raging wars
in Ukraine, Gaza, and West Asia.

HRA &Y T FAET 1ol AT | TRIAT & SUar-gorer Y $67 Pohed, e, AR af¥gw ofRrr 7 g @
30T et o a1 B BT IS B

* Moreover, successful elections in Jammu and Kashmir and tourists flocking to Kashmir
are red flags for Pakistan.

S8 37olTaT, ST R FAR & Fher Foa1g 3R FAR F Tt F1 a1 qiiFedr & v Jarae
Fha gl

* To top it all, the global fight against terror is no more a collective fight. It is now left for
each state to fend for itself.

3R T8 FgcaquT 91 I8 & & ARaF awag & Bare guy 39 v aefes §u¥ 78 @1l 3
e I &l FTqaT T & Y= T&TT lair gran |

* The consensus reached after the 9/11 terror attacks in the U.S. in 2001, to fight terror
comprehensively, seems to have run its course.

9/11 TdhaTe! g & dlg 2001 H 3ANFT & ureq WA, 3Tdhdic ¥ 9® T A a5 I, 319
FHATCT 81 318 |

» The world has gone back to the era of “my terrorist” and “your terrorist”.

gferdm “&Y JTharar” 3R “a ArdHarar” & FI7 H ara =ell 915 &

Regional Focus and Selective Attention
& Tt 3R ggeTcAS e

* Europe is focused on “its” terrorists — right-wing extremism and terror.

AT 3191 HTAHATC AT T CATA el 9 16T § — SRaroraet Tade 3R 3M7cish|

* The U.S., under former President Joe Biden, focused on REMVE, or racially and ethnically
motivated violent extremism.
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I U AN, 7d Togufad I a188e & e, REMVE, el aFens 3R el w9 & 9
Baw TAYGY R I Higd T I@T ATl

* The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is keen only to use Islamophobia as an
excuse to condone terror.

STATIAS HEANIT WIS (OIC) el SEATATPIAAT T STAIT HTAhdle, ol A3l It & TaTeT
& T H FAT ¢

» Canada has told India that “your terrorists” are not “my terrorists” and that any terrorist threat
against India from its soil is covered under its freedom of expression, effectively asking India
to wait until a terror act is committed before approaching them.

FHeATST oF (R T gl & T "3T9 ATdhardr” "AY Aahardr 78T & 3 ARg ¥ 39% &89 § 3= aror
TR off 3TTThardT @R T 3THT ATFAIT FTTAAT & dgd hal [hT ST &, THET T T ARG I
gl 1T & T3 I AT el glel e 39 HUh of Y|

* China has blocked proposals submitted by India in 2022 to “black-list” under the UN
Security Council 1267 sanctions regime, terrorists operating against India from Pakistani
soil.

el o R G@RT 2022 F YEIA TEATal ohi selieh Y 1GTT AT, ToHe Juet G aRwg 1267 gfaeer
ATHA o BT YIFHEATeAT Ut F R & TRATH F1T FI&A dTel HTAFATGAT ! "Selehioee” et
AT Y IS A

* Now that Pakistan is in the UN Security Council for 2025-26 (as a non-permanent member),
these will remain blocked for at least two more years.

S ST IfREATeT 2025-26 & T JueT &t aRwe & (R-TURf T & &9 A) 8, T 9&d1d A &
& 37Tl &T ISt deh selleh Jga|

Global Terror Spread

dRa® Tddarg 1 thara

» The world is blindsided by the spread of terror in Asia and Africa.

gferar TRIAT 3R IPIHT 7 3MTciehare & helld @a@ﬁ‘??%l

» Terrorism in Africa has spread exponentially, from the Sahel to Mozambique.

ITPTRT A HTAFHATG ol I thel ThT &, W I oehl AlSITIEaSH cIoh|

» The Global Terrorism Index 2025 points out that the Sahel is now the epicentre of terrorism,
accounting for over half of all terrorism deaths in the world.

TN HTAhaTE YaHIH 2025 T § foh WIS 31 ITciehdle; 1 Fe sieT bl &, i1 glordl A
HTddarg ¥ @1 aret AidY FT 3men I 3710w Rear g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page69



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

* But the international community says they are “your terrorists not my terrorists” and is short-
changing Africa.

et AT FHETT el § o & "3HTaFH ATcishalal 8, "B Hcieharar” g AT 3Tt 1
TSTIIHETS H TET ¢

A Different Yardstick for India
ART & foT vk 3rerer AT

* The international community applies a different yardstick to India, which is the biggest victim of
state-sponsored terrorism from Pakistan.

* HERISERT HHAGT HRA & T Teh 31eleT YATAT HUATAT &, S Tfehedlel & TeT-ArAfSre Araiarg
HT Y 37 FASR g

» The focus is on "regional stability", not on fighting terror, as Pakistan has effectively used the
"nuclear war" threat to the world.

- £7oT " 81T FRRAT” W &, Tcishale, @ SISTS W) 81, Fifeh UTiehecilel o gfeTdT sh "URAT] Jeur
T ST YA &I H ST |

» The West is cautious about two developing countries using nuclear arms, prompting calls for
India to stop fighting cross-border terror.

» qTREH & Tarenrerefier it o sfier TRATY] & TAFRT o 3TATIT bl Ao Hcleh &, fTaH R & HA-IR
3TThdIE T TTSTS Sl Udhat ST 31T T AT &1

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi called on Russian President Vladimir Putin not to use
nuclear arms in the Ukraine war, which was appreciated by the U.S. and other countries.

- T A AEY o T Asgufar sATHR GfA & FgheT Jaur # TRATY] §IRAART 1 gEHTST o
e <hT 37t <1 2, TSIy 3rARERT 3IR 31 St = T 27|

* In Pahalgam, terrorists singled out tourists based on religion, with a Muslim pony ride operator
shot while trying to save them.

* GEEA H (e dT o1 €3 & TN I GhCeh! T AT T1T, 3R Teh HiEerd Wil TS
3TURET Y 3o STelled T PRI FIA G el A TS|

* The terrorist attack was claimed by The Resistance Front, a proxy of Lashkar-e-Taiba, to
create communal tensions.

« 3{TdehaTd) gHel &I &TaT The Resistance Front & 3T 2T, ST srea-T-JI€T &7 Ush Wil §,
arfer @R dara e forar o1 & |

» The world condemns Islamophobia, anti-Semitism, and Christianophobia, but remains
silent when it comes to calling out Hinduphobia.
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« Even U.S. presidential candidate Vivek Ramaswamy was accused of being part of a
"pagan, wicked" faith.

« IgT ofeh o AR Isgufer 3vriqar fadesr Taearst 0¥ ves "aelt, ardr el @ R gl
3TRIY ST 737 T

» However, U.S. Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard referred to the Pahalgam
attack as a "horrific Islamist terrorist attack", recognizing the targets as Hindus.

- grefifeh, AN T GRFAT faders Jore ITeas o TEerImeT g 1 " AFT FEATHY ATcFarar
gAAT" FgT, 3R ofEId cafardal &I fig & &7 & ugarmr|

« Tahawwur Rana, involved in the Mumbai attacks, was extradited from the U.S. to India,
though David Headley remains in the U.S.

- ATgEa T, ST H{a$ gHAT H ATTACT AT, T ARG § 7R Fea e foham arar, grenfe 313z gsaht
379 ofr 3ARET H £

* Pakistan raised the issue of the Indus Waters Treaty in the UNSC, but no outcome was
issued, showing the international community's reluctance to engage on Kashmir as a bilateral
issue between India and Pakistan.

- TIfREATeT o $& STer Witr 1 FHear UNSC & 33T, olfehet &hl$ TROTH SRy w18 faharm aram, it
ferar & 1o 3ieRied aeer H9R &l R 3R arfereare & & ven gfauaia Aear A saa
AT gt o T IR 7€t B

* India will continue to exert pressure on the UNSC to avoid an outcome document on such
matters, as seen in the Ethiopia-Egypt Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam issue.

« 7R VH AT IR UNSC TR GaTd §1TT I dTich g TRUTH gEdTdel ST o g, ot fh
sRaRaT-sfarce ifs sRRae dxtare 3o fee & <@ an)

The Path Ahead
3T T [T

» The world should demand accountability from Pakistan instead of substituting harsh words
for real action or calling for both sides to defuse tensions.

- gforam T urfrEeer @ foreAerY 1 #fer et TfeT, o fo areafdes wRaTs & ST HoR el F
SEAHTST el T Gl T&TT T ToITd he el o ol Shged AT

» Saudi Arabia and the UAE, which are undergoing socio-religious reforms, need to step up to
deter Pakistan.
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- 33T 3 3R TS, St ArATiSTen-enfaier GURT & TR & 8, T ITihecel bt Ushad & ToIT 31T
=T TR

* The international community must act to deter and sanction Pakistan for state-sponsored
terrorism, and not merely react episodically.

* JRTET FHE T ToI-TREATST Mcdehdie & faw aifdedrer # OFa iR &f3a w3 & fav
HEH 38T AT, 3R Shael IEARN T T A fohadT AgT el d1fgU|

* India will act alone if the international community refuses to act, as it has already built a strong
international framework to combat terror.

* 3R IRTSET FHGTT HNATS el W SR AT &, ol HNC 3hel FHaA ST, Fiifeh 38e1
TEel 81 AThalg § ofel & folv Teh Holgd HeaRIseId oiam R Y ferm 51

* India has another opportunity to lead the fight against religio-phobia towards non-Abrahamic
religions, especially in the UN.

« IR & I - At & e anffe-mifeer & fare gav 7 Jded H H T 3R
IHaH g, faAY &9 & §gF e A|

* India must create geopolitical space through its strategic autonomy and multi-alignment
policy, and be prepared to use it when necessary.

* 3T T =T TThTAF Farear 3R ag-fAdere wfife & Areas 3 sTrsrehias T ST
Tifgu, 3R S 392 &1, df SHHT UL Fat & T IR 8T ATl
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Persuasion strategy

Pakistan must hand over designated
terrorists to India
F or the first time in over 50 years, India has

been told that it is on the threshold of a

full-scale war. The drills seek to bring that
war into the people’s consciousness, not as a me-
dia event but as a way of preparing them for what
could unfold in their lives. Civil defence prepa-
redness is a key element of war strategy. These
drills will help to take stock of how common pe-
ople, those responsible for key civil assets and
trained personnel, will interact and act in a war-
like situation. Defence preparedness is another
matter altogether. The government led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has not baulked at na-
tional, war-like mobilisations. From demonetisa-
tion through Swachh Bharat to the lights off dur-
ing COVID-19 that also tested electric grid
resilience, there have been many projects that
have sought to tell the people that they have to be
in mission-mode. Grid resilience is once again be-
ing tested by the drills through blackouts.

Wars and war-like simulations can serve to
bring up consciousness and produce more social
cohesiveness and a focus on common, larger
goals. They can prepare the people for hardships

without their losing morale. The other side is, of

course, destruction. In the eyes of many, includ-
ing possibly the government, Pahalgam was In-
dia’s 9/11, if not in its scale but in the response.
This view holds that Pakistan is the Afghanistan
of 2001 — a nation coming apart with only reli-
gious zealots holding it together using terror as
the only statecraft. George W. Bush’s “I hear you”
in the rubble of the World Trade Center was fol-
lowed by a blitzkrieg that sought to bomb the na-

tion into the Stone Age. The U.S. had zero risk of

any retaliation then. Prime Minister Narendra

Modi’s promise to pursue terrorists to the end of

the earth comes with the risk of a furious retalia-
tion if the pursuit means full-fledged war. While
testing civil defence preparedness is one thing, a
real war is a highly dangerous escalation that will
do little good to the narrative of India being an
economic powerhouse ready to take its place in a
multipolar world as a true and responsible lead-
er. The government must keep its options open
so that Pakistan may be persuaded to walk back
from the brink by agreeing to hand over terror
leaders of the LeT, JeM and fringe outfits. India’s
non-muscular response to 26/11 brought much
shame to Pakistan and the Pakistani media will-
ingly brought more shame to its government by
turning its focus on Ajmal Kasab’s village and fa-
mily. Perhaps the civil defence preparedness
drills will serve as psy-ops, signalling India’s in-
tent that could make Pakistan see the folly of us-
ing terror as a tactic in geopolitical disputes.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
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Persuasion Strategy

UoTT Y ToTSHIfS

Pakistan must hand over designated
terrorists to India

qIfhEdTel &Y AR TaFaredl S AT F T
&oTT TIfgw

* For the first time in over 50 years, India has been told that
it is on the threshold of a full-scale war.

« 50 q8T & 8% TAT & Ugell IR, AR ! IdIT AT ¢ foh I8
T o & e R E
* The drills are meant to bring this war into public

consciousness not as a media event, but as preparation for
possible real-life situations.

g1 T3l T 368RT Jer ol Ueh HF3AT FTIHH & & A 7761
dfcsh areafds sitast T IR o G & w9 # e $r
AT H ITeT B

* Civil defence preparedness is a crucial part of war
strategy.

- AR G AT SRR Gy 0T 7 Teh Hgeaqor e g

* These drills help evaluate how common citizens, key civil
asset handlers, and trained personnel respond in a warlike
situation.

« 3 T3oT TE HedTeheT el H HGG Ll & 1o 3TH AR,
HecaqoT ferdl & Jatreh 3R 9T Sharany gawr st feufer
H Fa gfafrar e g1

» Defence preparedness is a separate aspect.
* T&TT IR} U 37eTT Te e B

* The government under Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
previously initiated war-like national mobilisations, such as
during demonetisation, Swachh Bharat, and the COVID-19
blackout exercise.

» TETTHAT AL AIGY & AcJcd dTol TR o Tgel o7 Jaur St
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TSR AT S &1 ¢, S o Ateddl, Faoo #Ra sifdame, 3R Fifs-19 & e Rsrelt 9
A T I

* These initiatives aimed to put the people in a mission-mode mindset.

* SoT UGl ol 3652 el T TR AYS T AR 7 1= 2T

» The current drills also test grid resilience again through blackouts.

» JAAT 3ot 8t sAFINIT & ATTH § s Ay AT T IoT: 6T of W &

* Wars and simulations can raise awareness and promote social unity and focus on
collective goals.

» JEH 3R 3AF IHATH STITEhT ST Hehd & 3R WIHTTSNF Tl U7 Hfew T&T 9T &A1t
Ffera X T

» These can prepare citizens to face hardships without losing morale.

* g AT T HISATSAT FHT ATHAT gFaeT @IT AT FLA o [T TR FT bt & |

* The other side of war is destruction.

» e T gA 94T § f=mer|

* Many, including possibly the government, view the Pahalgam attack as India’s 9/11, not in
scale, but in response.

« 5 ST Y, ATIE TSR 1 off, Tg TT & o5 Ig9aT e 3R &7 9/11 AT — YA & AT
o afafsar 71

 According to this view, Pakistan is like Afghanistan in 2001 — a fragmented nation held
together by religious extremists who use terror as a tool of statecraft.

* S GISCHIUT o TR, IFEATeT I¥ 2001 HT HHIMNTAEAT & — Teh fa@r gam g, 4 enfere
FEEIY JTciehdTe; Y Tt TR Y e STHT I & 1S g & |

* After 9/11, George W. Bush declared “I hear you” and launched a blitzkrieg against
Afghanistan.

» 9/11 3 dTc;, Silet Seeq U o "I ERAT ' FeT 3N HHINTATATT T HTHIHAF FHAT Y& T 7|

* The U.S. faced zero risk of retaliation then.

« 3T AT FANST FI 9fAHR FT IS WA Aar AT

* Prime Minister Modi’s vow to pursue terrorists to the “end of the earth” comes with the risk
of furious retaliation if it leads to full-scale war.

« FUTAFHA RYEY T Tcieharical Y "exelt & e BR T NoT1 FIA" I Tehe, IR Ig TOF I
H Seolar §, O sTH IS Sfasr 1 sf@e s g1
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* Testing civil defence is one matter, but real war is a dangerous escalation.

« AT GI&IT Y TN&TT Ueh &1 &, Afehe] i I Ueh TeaTs qgiadl ¢

» War will weaken the narrative of India being an economic powerhouse ready for multipolar
global leadership.

* eI 8Tl T 3 AT Toied 3R agYdT IRTH Aqqea & T IR gt & ofy M FaeR

HT SIm|

* The government must keep diplomatic options open so that Pakistan can be persuaded to
hand over terror leaders from LeT, JeM, and other fringe outfits.

* FIHN I Y ATATAF fAFhed o TG ARV AT TIFEATT Sl TRFT-T-AIaT (LeT), SHer-g-
AgFAg (JeM) 3R 3T TAGL Faraat & Tdhariedr s @lust & forw Il Rar 57 T

* India’s non-military response to 26/11 brought embarrassment to Pakistan, and even
Pakistani media highlighted Ajmal Kasab’s village and family.

« 3R 1 A-B=r wfafehar 3 26/11 F ¢ qfrEdre o1 AR X &3, 3R arfereare Afzar
§fY st FHT & a1Tq 3 INER 9T eareT g fmam)

* These civil defence drills might serve as psychological operations (psy-ops), signaling
India's serious intent, possibly making Pakistan realize the folly of using terror as a
geopolitical tactic.

« ¥ AR FR&T B ArIe AT AT (psy-ops) T e HIHA A, S 7R 1 MR
AT T Heohd & 3T TFFEATST 1 Ig TEHTH TGelTU o ATeaharg #1 o-Tereiifad ¥R & &9 7
SEAATS il HEAT & |
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Power and pitfalls of digital influence

|GS Paper lii:

s digital connectivity

grows, India faces a

complex battle against

misinformation and
de-influencing. While social media
enables vital communication, it
also amplifies unchecked content.
De-influencing — where influencers
discourage purchases — can
promote mindful consumption,
but often relies on sensationalism
and clickbait for engagement.

Despite expert advice being
essential, digital platforms often
become the go-to place, enabling
the rapid spread of
misinformation. To counter this,
strict regulations are needed.
Experts consulted for the World

Economic Forum’s 2024 Global
Risks Report identify India as one
of the nations most vulnerable to
misinformation and
disinformation. This is largely
driven by the rise of Al-generated
content and the influence of social
media platforms. Despite the
Ministry of Consumer Affairs’
“Endorsement Know-hows” and
ASCI/SEBI guidelines, misleading
health advice and weight loss reels
blur the line between organic and
paid content. Influencers often use
shock tactics, clickbait, and
half-truths to go viral, rapidly
fuelling misinformation.

Legal landscape

While Article 19(1)(a) of the
Constitution guarantees freedom
of speech, it is subject to
reasonable restrictions under
Article 19(2), including defamation,
public order, and morality. The
Supreme Court has upheld that
free speech does not protect
spreading misinformation or
harmful content.

The Consumer Protection Act,
2019, bans misleading
advertisements, holds influencers
accountable for deceptive
promotions. Digital regulations
under the IT Act (Sections 66 &
67), the Intermediary Guidelines,
2021, and defamation and
e-commerce laws penalise harmful
content and ensure accurate
endorsements.

Though not legally binding,

Gopal Jain

Senior Advocate,
Supreme Court of
India

Brands must
invest in
consumer
education, while
regulators and
platforms
should enforce
strict guidelines
against
misinformation

ASCI guidelines set ethical
standards, with non-compliance
leading to blacklisting and public
reprimands.

With stricter enforcement,
influencers must prioritise
transparency and credibility,
making ethical content creation
essential in the evolving digital
landscape.

An influencer’s intent is key
when critiquing brands. Honest
reviews aid consumers, but
exaggerated negativity for clicks or
sponsorships is a commercial
tactic. Indian defamation laws
protect against misleading content,
highlighting the need for
authenticity. While influencers
operate across many fields,
health-related content is held to a
higher pedestal. There are norms
in place, but something more
critical is required in the health
sector to ensure that advice is
reliable and responsible.

Influencer content blurs the line
between fact and manipulation
with selective data, ambiguous
language, and cherry-picked
events. Misinterpreted studies and
emotional appeals create
misleading narratives that
prioritise engagement over
accuracy.

We have all fallen for clickbait,
especially when it promises to
teach us “how to avoid cancer” or
“how to make liver detox water.”
These trends highlight influencers’
role in shaping narratives and
public discourse. Viral content
often outpaces fact-checked
information, making critical
thinking, source verification, and
expert consultation crucial.

Evolving regulation
Regulations for social media
influencers are tightening, with a
focus on accountability and
responsible content. SEBI recently
imposed strict rules on
“finfluencers,” restricting real-time
stock data in educational content
to prevent influencers from
influencing financial decisions
without proper expertise or
authorisation.

Legal scrutiny now extends to

Power and Pitfalls of Digital Influence

misleading advertisements. In
Indian Medical Association vs Union
of India, the Court held influencers
accountable for false
endorsements, and the Delhi High
Court stressed claim verification,
especially in health content. With
non-experts gaining visibility on
unregulated platforms, health
advice must come from qualified
professionals. Strong ethical
norms and legal oversight are
crucial to curb misinformation.

In a landmark ruling, the Delhi
High Court restrained an
influencer from disparaging a
brand, emphasising that freedom
of speech under Article 19(1)(a) is
not absolute. It upheld restrictions
to prevent defamation and ruled
that health content must be
backed by qualified professionals
with disclosed credentials.

While influencers gain trust,
exploiting it for personal gain
damages credibility. As trust
erodes, influencers and brands
risk losing their authenticity.

Moreover, establishing a
registration system or database for
influencers disseminating public
health information is essential.
Such a system would function as a
continuous monitoring tool,
ensuring transparent
accountability for the content
produced. This approach would
help curb the unchecked spread of
misinformation and empower
consumers to make well-informed,
objective assessments, especially
given the significant safety and
perception challenges associated
with health-related content.
Recognising the ethical dimensions
inherent in public health
communication, robust ethical
practices must complement legal
measures to safeguard public
interests.

Brands must invest in consumer
education, while regulators and
platforms should enforce strict
guidelines against misinformation.
It is critical to enforce stringent
guidelines to hold influencers
accountable for their content and
unchecked promotional activities,
thereby safeguarding consumer
interests.
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Growing Digital Connectivity and Challenges

* As digital connectivity expands in India, the country faces a growing threat from
misinformation and de-influencing.

- S-S TR # RBfSee FafFefad sedt o W &, <o @ arerd gaar iR S-geruiie & Worn
Tl ST T ¢

» Social media boosts communication but also amplifies unchecked content.

- Trerer AFBAT Farg 1 ToTaT €, et faT SIa-R@ Fee & dF Joi & tharrar g1

* De-influencing can promote mindful consumption, but it often depends on sensationalism
and clickbait.

« R-FUTHT & WT-FAFFT STHIT ! o1 {HT FehelT 8, olfehed T 3FAT Fawair@ar 3N
fFerrae 9 3TUTRA AT ¢ |

* People often ignore expert advice and rely on digital platforms, making them vulnerable to
rapid spread of misinformation.

o AN 37FER FAATAT T FeATg Sl AR 3iEToT X FBfeel CalewiFd W IR &l o §, 59 e
SATTRRY it I Herdr B

India’s Vulnerability to Misinformation
HRA F e AR & Sfer Fdgereiierar

» The World Economic Forum’s 2024 Global Risks Report lists India as among the most
vulnerable nations to misinformation and disinformation.

« ge8 SHIAIASD BRA $T 2024 F Tellad REFda NI 7 7RI Fl Ted AR $4161F AR & i
T HagaAefier Tt 7 =T o g

» The key drivers are Al-generated content and the rising impact of social media platforms.

* SHS HTT HRUT ¢ THTE { AR AT 7§ A7t 31 \erer HfAT colew iy &1 6T v311d |

* Despite the Ministry of Consumer Affairs’ “Endorsement Know-hows” and ASCI/SEBI
guidelines, misleading content like weight loss reels and health advice still blur the line
between organic and paid content.

» ST ATHA oh HATCI T “TSNAC A1-g13” AR ASCI/SEB| feanfadeit & sracye, atar gea
arer A 3R FareeT waeh warg S8 amrs Hie 39 off i faw 3R wrafaa wide fr @
el A &t B
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* Influencers often use shock tactics, clickbait, and half-truths to go viral.

* STFIUER 3R TP aTell 0T, Forhade, 3T 3 T &7 72T e ared gl ¥

Legal Framework and Free Speech

FTefett aran 3R rfdreafFa i Fadaar

* Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution guarantees freedom of speech, but Article 19(2)
imposes reasonable restrictions like defamation, public order, and morality.

« BT 7 I e 19(1)(a) HATF Y Faerell BT RS & &, Ao 31eTeda 19(2) #
AR, Ao sqaeT, 3R Afawar S aifas gfaser seme e €

* The Supreme Court has stated that free speech does not include misinformation or
harmful content.

- A FIE A TUC fohar & o AfReafFa iy Faaaar # o A1 FIfAFRF SR AT A8l 8|

» The Consumer Protection Act, 2019 bans misleading advertisements and holds
influencers accountable for deceptive promotions.

« STHNFAT T&TOT T, 2019 ST ATt o Uk 9Nl § R STFUEH 1 #HF TR 5
forT fSFAeR SeXrar 8|

* IT Act (Sections 66 & 67), Intermediary Guidelines 2021, and e-commerce laws regulate
and penalise harmful content.

- 3TES IrfAfATH (YT 66 3 67), STENRAN MsaEH 2021, 3R §-FHHG FA TSRS Hie
&I fagfg aa & 3R gfza = &

» Though ASCI guidelines are not legally binding, they provide ethical standards, with non-
compliance leading to blacklisting and public reprimands.

« 51l €1 ASCI fenfarder refell &0 & aregs{l 781 8, 9 Afaw Aees AuiRa #a €, 3R 3edws
T sAHTAREET 3R FdAF BehR &) Tehell

Transparency and Intent in Influencing
S e 7 ARG RIaT 3 Fem
* Influencers must ensure transparency and credibility in an evolving digital space.

- Feeld 8T TREeT # serrouad 1 yrefar 3R feawsraar = t@eh @rige |

» Honest reviews help consumers, but exaggerated negativity just for clicks or sponsorships
is unethical.

« SHATIGR THIETT SYHNFATIT T FAGE, Il &, ol [hed chdol TFeTFH AT JTAISTA o ToIT TGT-TGThT T
E ABFRICHSAT 3T ¢ |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page78



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

* Indian defamation laws protect against misleading content and promote authenticity.

« A & HATAGTT FIe[eT HTHF Hee § FIE&T S § 3N WTATOIRaT 1 Jerar & &

» Health content is held to a higher standard, demanding greater scrutiny and qualified
advice.

- TarEey ot AHafY 1 3 ATeal U 37T STdT §, 31T 39+ 3 graum 30T 29T garg fr
S g g

* Influencers may use selective data, ambiguous language, and cherry-picked examples to
mislead viewers.

* ST G2 T ATHA Ftet & Tl Ta e 313, 3rFase T, 3R giaT saTewvit &1 suier
Y Hehel 8 |

Clickbait and Public Narratives

fFawae 3k araafas et

« Viral content like “how to avoid cancer” or “liver detox water” often misleads the public.

- FET ¥ FE T 7 N Beiaw Tl F T S aI He HFE AT P ARG A o

* Influencers significantly shape public discourse, with viral misinformation often outpacing
fact-checked content.

» SeFUER AT foveh Faarel b1 9TgerS @ wemmiar it €, 3T SRRl Irelel {AAT TR aed-SAie
arel e A Aol A et g

» Thus, critical thinking, source verification, and expert consultation become essential.

- gafT, 3TetaeTeA® A, At A g, 3R Rave Wt sedd 3maeas g o €

Evolving Regulation of Influencers
FoFITHY W deeld frgeter

* Regulations are tightening to ensure accountability and responsible content from
influencers.

« ST B AT 3R REaR e GRRE e 3 T v 3 fR o 1@ ¥

* SEBI now restricts real-time stock data in educational content to prevent unqualified
financial influencing.

- SEBI o 10 e A Rayar-arsa weia 3e1 1 uiaafera famar & arfes sratesr Rl sevrepafiier
I Tl ST Fh |

* Legal scrutiny has increased for misleading ads, especially in health content.

- $TH RATIAT, AR Tareey et Hide, W HIe IR 9 a1 §
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e In Indian Medical Association vs Union of India, courts held influencers accountable for
false health endorsements.

- $f3ae AfYwe TRIRATAIT T SR TIFR A 7 37eTeldl o SeFolUHY 1 S FARELT TaR
& forw SFAgR Sgma|

» The Delhi High Court ruled that health advice must come from qualified professionals with
disclosed credentials.

- et gréaIE & vy g o wareew gamg o wiRifea et ganT 3R argeft samormEt &
a1y & STed AR v

Trust, Registration, and Ethical Oversight

frearw, gsiieor R Afaw AR

* Influencers who misuse public trust for personal gain damage their credibility and that of
associated brands.

-so-tr%ki{-lifl S SgfFdard Wﬂ?ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ?mﬂwmﬁ Mﬁ?maﬁ
ForeareiieraT 1 e ager ¢ |

* A registration system for influencers sharing public health content is essential.

- HTES e FATELT FEC IS A ATl SeTF]UHY o [oIT TSNEHoT JOTTell 12T ¢ |

* This system would help monitor, verify, and ensure accountability in such content.

* Ig YUTTell fAIRTel, e, 3R sraraedl iATRed et & HAee Haf|

* Both ethical standards and legal measures are needed to safeguard public health
interests.

- FrdSIfare Fareey Rl &1 @il o v Afas AEst 3R Fregeit 39Tt et T HTaeTehdr & |

Role of Brands and Platforms

ST3H 3R cAewIrd $Y AT

* Brands must invest in consumer education, while regulators and platforms must enforce
strict guidelines.

« STSH T IqHFAT et 7 e ¥ e, 3N AT U cewiay ot w3 fGanfader oy
T AIRTI

* It is vital to hold influencers accountable and regulate unchecked promotional activities.

* STFIEHY I FAFATR g 3R faar s waw afafaftr o @Hfd wer smaeas )
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Food vs fuel: Surge in ethanol blending and its impacts

Will the increased diversion of sugar for ethanol blending reduce its availability for direct consumption?

S Paper |Il: Environment

show a rapid increase in the

DATA POINT .
I amount of sugarcane-based etha- bl d
nol supplied for blending over the B | tte rsweet e n
Nitika Francis past decade, going from about 40 The data were sourced from Lok Sabha Questions and Answers, the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, and

ethanol-blending ratio in pe-

trol to 30% to further cut
down on fossil fuel consumption,
as it has met its previous target of
20% in 2025, well ahead of sche-
dule. This would require an in-
crease in the diversion of sugar,
produced from sugarcane and oth-
er sources, for ethanol produc-
tion. However, sugarcane produc-
tion has been on the decline since
2022, so much so that on Thurs-
day, the Centre approved a hike in
the Fair Remunerative Price for
the crop to protect the interests of
farmers. Consequently, the price
of sugar has risen too, pinching the
pockets of consumers.

Will the increased diversion of
sugar for ethanol blending further
reduce its availability for direct
consumption and push prices
even higher?

Chart 1 shows the annual sugar-
cane production in India in the last
10 years. Following a dip in FY17

l ndia is looking to increase the

crore litres in FY14 to nearly 670
crore litres in FY24 (Chart 3). The
practice is lauded for its sustaina-
bility-related benefits as well as its
potential to reduce India’s depen-
dence on oil imports.

The Centre has been imple-
menting a longterm Ethanol
Blending Programme (EBP) since
the start of the 2000s, which al-
lowed for a stagnant, then gradual-
ly increasing supply of ethanol. In-
itially, as a means of ensuring
adequate availability of sugar for
domestic consumption, the go-
vernment banned the use of sugar-
cane juice, sugar syrup, and B-hea-
vy molasses for  ethanol
production. This ban was lifted la-
ter, which explains the surge in
supply in recent years.

A commensurate increase can
be seen in the rate at which etha-
nol was blended with petrol over
the years. Chart 4 shows the etha-
nol blending rate over the last 10
years. From just over 1.5% in FY14,
the rate of ethanol blending has

the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy

T

Chart 1: The chart shows the annual sugarcane production
in India over the last ten years (in crore tonnes)

Chart 2: The country-wide modal retail price of 1 kg of
sugar between May 2022 and May 2025 (in % per kg)

due to drought conditions in su- | surged to 20% in FY25. The etha- 00 F[’e::e;i at ;Yg;;”;’; P 4 245 perkg
gar-producing States, production | nol blending ratio surged due to a 450 d‘:,d,,e;eif [he,g:fte, ‘ \ . w 44
was almost consistently increasing | combination of a consistent in- = |- s
until it peaked at 490 crore tonnes | crease in sugar diverted for etha- \ ’ | H o 43
in FY23. It declined in the follow- | nol production and a drastic re- A0 i 100 g
ing year and is estimated to further | duction in the goods and services - [Nl il 1 ‘ ’ ‘ H E
dip in FY25 as well to 435 crore | tax imposed on ethanol meant for 350 BN o ik 100 i g 1 Qs
tonnes. the EBP. l ‘ ‘ ‘ ’ ‘ H 40 Z
A slate of components has in- At the time of its inception, the e 9 ) > ©
fluenced lower production of su- | EBP had set the target of 20% R AN w“ﬂ ,»x” ,»n” *WQ ,ﬂ“ g‘“ *W“
garcane over the recent years, | blending to be achieved by 2030. » » » » » > 4 = = N

such as red-rot disease among
crops in major sugar-producing
States, deficient rains, and pro-
blems with the flowering of crops.

However, upon seeing the pro-
gress attained through lifting caps
and taxes, standing at 15% blended
ethanol in 2024, it was decided to

Chart 3: The chart shows the amount of sugarcane-based
ethanol supplied for blending (in crore litres)

Chart 4: The chart shows the ethanol blending ratio
achieved in India over the last decade (in %)

o
This decline in production has | advance the 20% target to 2025. 800 672 crorelitres () 0% 20%.,0

predictably impacted the retail su- | The ratio was reached in March 2 600 4 15% y

gar prices across the country. | this year, leading to talks of a 30% g y //’

Chart 2, which shows the country- | target for the coming years. Z 400 y 10% _

wide modal retail price of one kilo- With the availability of sugar- z y Vg

gram of sugar, depicts prices rising | cane impacted this year, reports S 200 35 crore ltres . 5% 1530 /‘¥—/

from %40 per kg in May 2023 to%45 | show that the government is look- o—" — O/ 7

per kg as of May 5, 2025. ing at grains to make up for the 0 0 =
Ethanol blending adds to the | shortfall. Moreover, with sugar N & S W&W Fos A Y. o o i

price pressure by diverting a por- | prices rising, the choice between S S + & > g S & e & » N

tion of the sugar. Government data

food and fuel looms.

Food vs Fuel: Surge in Ethanol Blending and its Impacts

IEd ST $UT: TAT sl fser A asit 3R 38 wera

- India’s New Ethanol Target
o AR HT AT TAATH 8T

* India is planning to increase the ethanol blending ratio in petrol to 30% to reduce
dependence on fossil fuels, as it has already achieved its 20% target for 2025 ahead of
schedule.

« R $ereT H TASATS FAHOT 3T FY 30% Teh TGTo1 T AloTall Fo1T TgT § clifeh SHATRH Serat o
TIRAT S Y IT e, FiTeh 3ToT 2025 F e ARG 20% a7 gger & urea &7 forar &1
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* This would require a greater diversion of sugar (from sugarcane and other sources) toward
ethanol production.

« 3% foIT oot 311 37T Fal & e’ 1 31 AT F AT IUTEA & T AT 939

- Declining Sugarcane Production

o et & ScqTed # fRmae

* Since 2022, sugarcane production has been declining.
» 2022 ¥ I+ FT 3G ©C TET B

» The government has recently approved a hike in the Fair Remunerative Price (FRP) to
support farmers.

* TN = gTel & A Thareit o Tt & 3fra aisfas qear (FRP) # gefar &t A &r 8|

* As aresult, sugar prices have also increased, affecting consumers.

« 5T UROTHETEY, WY AT Fe off 51 &, TR ITsieransit o 3R = |

- Sugar Availability and Price Concerns

« Flt ¥ 3qeretar AR AT waftra Rrare

» There is concern that increasing sugar diversion for ethanol will reduce its availability for
direct consumption and push prices higher.

- Riar & 6 vdeter & T 31f8e el 1 Asar Her 3usiier & AT 3uastrdr Y &7 w391 31K
Frerar &t 3R TErTem|

- Sugarcane Production Trends (Chart 1)

* =t & IcUTG T IgHT (ATE 1)

» Sugarcane production dropped in FY17 due to drought, then rose consistently until FY23,
when it peaked at 490 crore tonnes.

* FY17 & g & HROT ITed T 3cdTee TeT, T FY23 T SR 56T HR 490 18 & I 95
|

« |t declined in FY24 and is estimated to fall further to 435 crore tonnes in FY25.
* Ig FY24 # °eT 3R FY25 # 58 435 F3 T b [ 1 AT &

« Reasons Behind Lower Production
o HH 3cUIge & NS & FROT

* Factors include red-rot disease, deficient rainfall, and crop flowering issues in major
sugarcane-growing states.

* HET ol 3cdTeeh ASAT 7 oATel WSl AT, Fo a1, 3R Gl o A Y THEAT SHb HROTE |
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- Impact on Retail Sugar Prices (Chart 2)

* g1 A=t el 9T g (A€ 2)

* Retail sugar prices rose from ¥40/kg in May 2023 to ¥45/kg by May 5, 2025.
« 7E 2023 # T40/fFa & d¢a 5 AE 2025 aF T45/fFam &Y 1S ¥

* Rise in Ethanol Supply (Chart 3)

- TATer ATfet 7 gEfer (AT 3)

» Sugarcane-based ethanol for blending rose from 40 crore litres in FY14 to nearly 670 crore
litres in FY24.

« TYATS fHSOT & fAT 30 & §oiF TAAT FY14 & 40 F3 ofleT T S6hT FY24 H 9891 670 FAT

CIUSSIKIEY

* This is credited for its sustainability benefits and reducing oil import dependence.

* SHH AT FAAT A1 3N AT AT IR FXIRAT TeTA ! ST & |

- Evolution of the Ethanol Blending Programme (EBP)
o TAATH AT SIAHH (EBP) &7 R

» The Ethanol Blending Programme (EBP) began in the early 2000s.
» e AT HTIHA (EBP) Y Y31 2000 & EAH Y YoIHTd # g5 A

« Initially, use of sugarcane juice, syrup, and B-heavy molasses for ethanol was banned to
ensure sugar availability.

« B3 H, ot FT 1, T, 3 B-F ofR7 =7 30T vdeter & forw wfaafera o arfes el &
SUCISET o1 3 |

» The ban was later lifted, contributing to the recent supply surge.

- ST & g wfcrarer geran ar, fSa grferar 3mqfd 7 gefer g2

* Increase in Ethanol Blending Rate (Chart 4)

« TTe fAA0T aT 7 gefer (I 4)

+ Ethanol blending increased from just 1.5% in FY14 to 20% in FY25.
« TASATS fASUT ST FY14 & 1.5% & Foa FY25 & 20% g 15|

* This was driven by higher sugar diversion and a sharp GST reduction on ethanol for the
EBP.

- Jg M0 =it F Aga 3 EBP a:ﬁ»rquﬁa‘faWGSTﬁamw?ﬁéﬁmgaﬂ

- Advancement of Ethanol Targets

« wiaiter et Y qdadt wi
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« Initially, the 20% blending target was set for 2030, but was advanced to 2025.
* B3N F 20% TAHOT &7 2030 & foIT FAuTRe T, oifehet 38 2025 ek &Y feam araT|

» The 20% target was achieved in March 2025, and now there are talks to push for a 30%
blending target.

* 20% & AT 2025 F red T ToIT 31T, 3R 319 30% TAS0T T8 T JST=11 15 71 Wl &

 Shift Towards Grains Amid Sugar Shortage
o 1At Y FAT F T AT Y AR T

» Due to sugarcane shortage, the government is considering using grains for ethanol.

« IeoY ST FHHAT & HRUT, THR TAATT F fT AT F IIAT 0T IR - T 2

+ With rising sugar prices, the food vs fuel debate has become more intense.

« SgdT el HIACT & T, WIET qATH §4T FT 969 3R o 81 7S B

India’s rank in the

India’s Rank in the 2025
2025 UN HUII]EID UN Human Development
Development Report  Report
IGS Paper III:_Development |_ 2025 9 W

India’s Human e Rl & sRa
Development Index value ¥R .

13 l] increased from 0.676 in

2022 to 0.685 in 2023 and life expectancy - India’s Human

rose to 72 years, the highest recorded for DeveI(_)pment Index (HDI)
. . value increased from 0.676
India. Mean years of schooling improved in 2022 to 0.685 in 2023.

f 6.57 t0 6.88. G National | .

rom ) 0 ross National Income « RS FT AT AHTE TTHF

per capita also rose to $9,046.76. pm . S
(HDI) #&T 2022 # 0.676 &

oY 2023 H 0.685 &Y a14T|

* Life expectancy rose to 72 years, which is the highest recorded for India.

« 3itaa STt TeATRIT SE 72 a¥ 8T TS, St AR F TIT 379 doh T e H0F gt HT S ¢

Page84

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

© ° TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

yyy YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

b
Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

* Mean years of schooling improved from 6.57 to 6.88.

- JitacteT Tgelt R1GT & a¥ 6.57 ¥ 9GHT 6.88 &1 1T

» Gross National Income (GNI) per capita rose to $9,046.76.
- 9fa sufoFaT Thel TS 3T (GNI) Tea $9,046.76 &1 TS|

Nuhnjlll)er Off;leCt.IillCh Number of Electric Vehicles India
Ee 283@25 India will have Will Have by 2032
|Gs Paper IlI: Environment | 2032 a-* a:"Ta- ﬁ- gm aTg;‘ﬁ' ﬁ

:! In million. The India
l 3 Energy Storage Alliance u &gl

and Customised Energy . [ : T
Solutions report highlights EV adoption as Indiais prOJected to have 123 million

vital to meeting India’s net-zero target by electric vehicles by 2032.
2070 and achieving 30% EV penetration by o TR ﬁ. 2032 dF 123 m sam

2030. Growth is being driven by supportive
qTEeT glot T T 8

policies like the FAME-II scheme. em

* This estimate is based on a report by the India Energy Storage Alliance and Customised
Energy Solutions.

* TG ITHTST 33T TSl FERT AT 3R FECAZTS Tetoll Ao T RAIE T 3memia g

* The report highlights EV adoption as vital to achieving India’s net-zero target by 2070.
- RTE 7 gfFea argal ) AT R & 2070 T AC-SHRY T&F FI ITod FA & [T AGedqOr
AT AT E |

« It is also essential for achieving 30% EV penetration by 2030.

* Ig 2030 d%F 30% Fafdca arge RREAGRY Ured It o foIv off 3192 a g

» Growth in EVs is being driven by supportive policies like the FAME-Il scheme.

+ SATFEH aTeal A &I H FAME-1I AT Sl Frderand sfiferat ganr shearest e @1 8
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Industry upbeat as India-UK. ink FTA

[GS Paper Iil: India-UK FTA

Sectors that are set to benefit include textiles and apparel, leather and footwear, gems and jewellery, pharma, agriculture;
deal is expected to create large opportunities for Indian firms, significantly boost bilateral trade, attract key investments

Lalatendu Mishra

Soundariva Preetha M.
MUMBAI/COIMBATORE

mid the trade war
Aand global uncer-
tainties, the India-

UK. Free Trade agree-
ment, signed on Tuesday,
would create large oppor-
tunities for Indian compa-
nies, significantly boost bi-
lateral  trade, attract
strategic investments, and
further integrate Indian
businesses into the global
value chain, said trade or-
ganisations and industry
leaders.

The sectors which are
set to benefit include tex-
tiles and apparel, leather
and footwear, gems and je-
wellery, pharmaceuticals,
agriculture and processed
foods to name a few.

Industry upbeat as India-U.K. ink FTA

“The timely agreement
will help advance a com-
prehensive strategic part-
nership between India and
the U.K., steering bilateral
trade towards the ambi-
tious target of USD 100 bil-
lion by 2030,” said CII Pre-
sident Sanjiv Puri.

“This agreement comes
at a pivotal time when In-
dia is positioning itself as a
resilient and reliable trade
partner in a rapidly evolv-
ing global landscape,” said

The India-UK.
Q Free Trade

Agreement is
not just a trade pact—it's
a bridge to shared
prosperity.

HARSHA VARDHAN
AGARWAL,

~ President, FICCI

the Federation of Indian
Export Organisations
(FIEO) president S.C. Ral-
han.

Sudarshan Venu, MD,
TVS Motor Company said,
“It creates large opportuni-
ties for Indian companies
like ours to expand further
and access new markets.
Our British brand Norton
will launch later this year
and this agreement will
help us scale faster and lev-
erage common supply

chains.” Harsha Vardhan
Agarwal, President, FICCI
said, “The India-U.K. Free
Trade Agreement is not
just a trade pact-it’s a
bridge to shared prosperi-
ty. It brings a new momen-
tum to sectors like FMCG,
healthcare, and innova-
tion-driven enterprises.

Mayank Jain, Partner,
Khaitan & Co., said, “This
landmark agreement
marks a significant step in
reducing trade barriers
between the world’s fifth
and sixth largest
economies.”

Boost for textiles

The India-U.K. Free Trade
Agreement will strengthen
the labour-intensive Indian
textile and apparel sector,
positioning India as a ma-
jor textile hub, according

- F. THEIT I FEATRR & 3GAT Scqarfod

- The India-U.K. Free Trade Agreement (FTA), signed on Tuesday, is
expected to create large opportunities for Indian companies,
significantly boost bilateral trade, attract strategic investments, and
integrate Indian businesses into the global value chain, according to
trade organisations and industry leaders.

* SR {IrSaAT IR 3ANT STo1 & A3 F IHTUR, AR Y gEATRTRA
-, &. HFd SR FAFAIT (THAT) HRAT Fafadt & faw adt wemreene
IcqeeT HLI, EIAUSTIT SATIR FY FIHY TG, I0TAIfas fader srsfa Hiem
3R AR HaaTEt Ft 3RTE HqeT @ F whHd H|

to garment exporters.

K.M. Subramanian, pre-
sident of the Tiruppur Ex-
porters Association, said
almost 9% of Indian knit-
wear exports are to the
U.K. and this is likely to
touch 20% after the FTA.

According to A. Sakthi-
vel, vice chairman of the
Apparel Export Promotion
Council (AEPC), by unlock-
ing new export opportuni-
ties, reducing trade bar-
riers, and enabling greater
access to the U.K. market,
this agreement promises to
empower exporters across
the textile value chain.

AEPC chairman Sudhir
Sekhri said the FTA will
open up huge opportuni-
ties for garment exporters.

(With inputs from TCA
Sharad Raghavan in New
Delhi)
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* Sectors set to benefit include textiles and apparel, leather and footwear, gems and
jewellery, pharmaceuticals, agriculture, and processed foods.

oI &YAT T oet Aot & 37lE B

* Cll President Sanjiv Puri stated that the agreement would help advance a comprehensive
strategic partnership and push bilateral trade towards the target of USD 100 billion by 2030.

- TSNS & 3eTeT Wolta G o gl fob Tg FHSIAT Ueh cATeh I0TeAcIeh HISIGRT bl 3HTET Feled &
FEg Y 3R 2030 d&F 100 3R SR & GIA9aTT AR o1& T G20 7 MR o Sreem|

* FIEO President S.C. Ralhan remarked that the agreement comes at a time when India is
positioning itself as a resilient and reliable trade partner in a fast-evolving global scenario.

- Th3TTSS3N 31eeT vH. M. Toget o e foh Ig FHASAIAT O Holg 3T § 51 1Rl TG Y Teh ereied
3R frawiT AR AEER & &9 F TU1d 1 @8

» Sudarshan Venu, MD of TVS Motor Company, said this would help Indian companies expand
and access new markets. He noted that TVS's British brand Norton will launch this year and
the FTA would help scale faster and use common supply chains.

» ST FHeX Ul & THST FaleT U] o el foh Tg AR Hhuferat 1 faed otet 3R v
SR aa#qguﬁ H Acg HWMM| Seaier saram fo Hdreg F71 fafeer a8 dréa 39 av dfea g1 31k
Ig UHETT AT TSt H@T3HT T o137 3311 3N ol & fIehra 7 A |

* FICCI President Harsha Vardhan Agarwal highlighted that the FTA is not just a trade deal
but a bridge to shared prosperity. He said it brings new momentum to sectors like FMCG,
healthcare, and innovation-driven enterprises.

- fherhY 3reeT gt 3raraTer A &gl 6 I8 THAT A% e IR geslar 787 § sfes
HCT T Yol ¢ 361l e [ Tg ThTAHIS, Faree JaT, R Farar-3rara sezat Sia &
&l o1s a1fa &

* Mayank Jain, Partner at Khaitan & Co., called the FTA a landmark agreement that
significantly reduces trade barriers between the world’s fifth and sixth largest economies.

» AYF ST, YTl Us Shuell & UICeR o 58 UHET ot Teh Yfagrfiies warsttar sarar, St gferar &
qradt 31 o gaw 99 srdeuaTATat & ST SATIR ATe3At  FHTHr FHH FAT B

Boost for Textiles

HYST 3T I F1dT

* The FTA is expected to strengthen the labour-intensive Indian textile and apparel sector,
positioning India as a major textile hub, according to garment exporters.
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* K.M. Subramanian, President of the Tiruppur Exporters Assaociation, said that currently about

9% of Indian knitwear exports go to the U.K., and this could rise to 20% after the FTA.
« %.UH. GEATORI, faeqX [2Tcen He & 3reget o gl foh Tt & R F 9% faefaw e

3. I ST 8, 3R THENT o dTe; T 96T 20% &Y TehclT & |

* A. Sakthivel, Vice Chairman of AEPC, noted that the FTA will unlock new export
opportunities, reduce trade barriers, and provide greater access to the U.K. market for

exporters.

- T. giFaad, TSURA & 3UTeTeT o gl fh T8 THET AT AT a8’ S WioldT, TR aremsit i

e I 3R FA=Tciahl T 3. ST A qEA TET Felof A |

» Sudhir Sekhri, Chairman of AEPC, said the agreement will open up huge opportunities for
garment exporters across the textile value chain.

- gl A, TSI & 3reweT A e i T8 gASA IReTeT fAafawt & v st fea g@ar &
) FHTEATT WrelaT|

Coal prices plunge in Asia as China imports ebb

GS Paper llI: Industries

OPINION

Clyde Russell
LAUNCESTON, AUSTRALIA

Asia’s seaborne thermal
coal prices have slumped
to four-year lows as the re-
gion’s heavyweight buyers
China, India and Japan all
import less of the power-
station fuel.

Prices for the main
grades of thermal coal
shipped from top expor-
ters Indonesia and Austra-
lia have been on a sus-
tained downtrend since
October last year, and this
has accelerated in recent
weeks. as import volumes
have weakened.

For the first four months
of 2025, China imported
91.56 million tons.

This is down 13.1% from
the 105.4 million tons in

Losing Heat: Fall in China’s coal imports comes amid weaker

coal-fired generation and record high domestic coal output. REUTERS

the same period a year ear-
lier, according to commod-
ity analysts Kpler.
First-quarter  thermal
power generation in China,
which is overwhelmingly
coal-fired with only tiny
volumes of natural gas, fell
4.7% as both hydropower
and renewable generation
rose. Meanwhile, domestic
coal production hit a re-

cord high of 440.58 million
tons in March, up 9.6% on
year, helping boost first-
quarter output by 8.1% to
1.2 billion tons.

The combination of ris-
ing local output and lower
coal-fired generation has
led China’s domestic coal
prices to weaken, with
consultants SteelHome as-
sessing thermal coal at the

Coal prices plunge in Asia as

T & gt Y AT A PRrae, DT F 3mara J A
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port of Qinhuangdao <SH-
QHA-TRMCOAL> at 660
yuan ($90.78) a ton last
week, a four-year low, and
down 25% from early
October.

Australian coal with an
energy content of 5,500 ki-
localories per kilogram
(kcal/kg), a grade popular
with  Chinese buyers,
dropped to $69.98 a ton in
the week to May 2, accord-
ing to an assessment by
commodity price report-
ing agency Argus.

This was the first time
the price had dropped be-
low $70 since May 2021,
and it is now 22.5% below
the most recent peak of
$90.29 from early October.

India Demand
India imported 15.31 mil-
lion tons in April, the most
since May last year.

This is up from 14.4 mil-

lion tons in March.

However, the rebound
in March and April from a
weak January-February pe-
riod still means that for the
first four months of 2025,
India’s thermal coal im-
ports are down 6.7% to
53.33 million tons, accord-
ing to Kpler data.

The question for the
market is whether the re-
covery in March and April
is likely to sustain, and
there are some signs that it
could.

India’s government has
extended a mandate for
power plants using import-
ed fuel to operate at full ca-
pacity until June 30, a
move that will underpin
demand for seaborne
cargoes.

This move was likely a
response to both rising
electricity demand and
Coal India’s struggles to lift

China imports ebb
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domestic output.

The  state-controlled
company’s production for
the fiscal year that ended
on March 31rose a mere 1%
to 781.1 million tons, well
short of its initial target of
838 million tons.

But it’s likely that even if
India does continue to im-
port robust volumes of
thermal coal, it’s unlikely
that these will be high
enough to offset the loss of
demand from China.

The overall picture for
thermal coal in Asian sea-
borne markets is that pric-
es are weakening in line
with volumes, a process
likely to continue as long as
China’s coalfired genera-
tion struggles and the
country’s mines produce
at high levels.

(The views expressed
here are of the author, a co-
lumnist for Reuters.)
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 Asia’s seaborne thermal coal prices have dropped to a four-year low due to reduced
imports by China, India, and Japan.

- YT, R 3R SITATeT SaRT 37TATC & Sl & HROT TRAT F FHEY YT FRIel Y FAT IR A1 &
faaa TR I S B

* Prices of major grades of thermal coal from Indonesia and Australia have been falling
continuously since October 2024, and the decline has accelerated recently.

- FEATRIT R SR TR & 3o aTer FTT U P Y BHAT IR 2024 F TR R E
3R gTeT o gl & 3T Ioit 3718 ¢

* In the first four months of 2025, China imported 91.56 million tons, a decrease of 13.1%
from 105.4 million tons during the same period in 2024.

* 2025 & Ygo IR AGIAT H o7 o 91.56 TRATIIT &oT hITor T AT TRAT, ST 2024 HY FATT
3rafer & 105.4 AT et &Y Jolell 7 13.1% FA &

* In the first quarter of 2025, China’s thermal power generation fell by 4.7%, while
hydropower and renewable energy increased.

+ 2025 #Y ggelt fAATEr 7 e T aeter frsrelt 3ea1EeT #H 4.7% #r FRrEe 3118, Safs srefagge 3R
1T FSIt 1 ScdTee F6T|

* In March 2025, China’s domestic coal production reached a record 440.58 million tons, a
rise of 9.6% from the previous year.

* AT 2025 # et T T, FIFT Se1ee RIS 440.58 AfTar e 7 a7 aram, S el a¥
qotell 7 9.6% HfAF T

» China’s first-quarter coal output increased 8.1% to reach 1.2 billion tons.

« T T gell TAATE 3 AT 3cUTEe 8.1% FoahT 1.2 fafarast &t g |

* Due to increased domestic production and lower thermal power generation, China’s coal
prices dropped to 660 yuan ($90.78) per ton at Qinhuangdao port — the lowest in four
years, and 25% lower than early October levels.

* §¢d B[ 3cUTeeT 3N & UHST 3cUTee & T diet F FII A A Qinhuangdao FeTaMg
TR 660 AT ($90.78) Ffet T deh I 378 — ST AR ATl F W F3 § 31 Irarga? iy o3ma &
25% HHA ¢

« Australian coal with 5,500 kcal/kg energy content dropped to $69.98 per ton on May 2, the
first time it fell below $70 since May 2021.

« 5,500 frelt Fa /R FAT arell ATETAITE AT A AT 2 AS FY $69.98 ¥fd & d R
TS, S A 2021 & §1G Tgoll IR $70 F A 7 &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page89



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

* This price is now 22.5% lower than the recent peak of $90.29 in early October.
* U HIHAT 379 gAY YOI H $90.29 & I TR § 22.5% FH |

India Demand
IR hY AT

* India imported 15.31 million tons of thermal coal in April 2025, the highest since May 2024.
« IR A 3r%er 2025 H 15.31 TATITT &1 2aTer I 3mana fomam, St 7§ 2024 & 91 9o A0F

gl

* This is an increase from 14.4 million tons in March 2025.

- Jg AT 2025 F 14.4 AT &1 7 Jofalt H 317 B

» However, despite the rebound in March and April, India’s total imports for Jan—Apr 2025
were down 6.7% to 53.33 million tons, compared to the same period last year.

- gTefifeh AT 3 3rter H gEfer & STas[e, FTad-3rder 2025 F HXcl T Hel AT 6.7% TEHT
53.33 fAferer <ot T& 711, S Mol Aol Y TATT Jrafer dhr Jolell J HA &

* Market is uncertain whether the March—April recovery will continue, though some signs
indicate that it might.

« ITSIR & Ig AT § o ATT-3riter iy Repady ST 18T a1 =7, gTeiiieh F& Wohel & T T
SIRT T§ Tl £

* Indian government has extended the mandate for power plants using imported coal to run
at full capacity until June 30, supporting seaborne demand.

« TR AIHR & AT el F Feret arer farsrelt @241 & AT 30 o7 a& T &1#aT ¥ HlTelst
ohT IS doT 1T 8, TSI |el Tmarel i #iet bt gAY fHam|

* This step likely responds to rising electricity demand and Coal India’s production
struggles.

« I heH THA: et fasrell AT 3R HeT 3BT F 3cuTe # Fu¥ & FaTd & 35137 IAT ¢ |

» Coal India’s production rose only 1% in the fiscal year ending March 31, reaching 781.1
million tons, far below the target of 838 million tons.

« FIeT 33T FT 3cTe 31 AR F FATST AT 9§ F Faor 1%am781.1ﬁm:ra;r§3ﬂ,a‘r838
AfoTe &7 & J87 J T FA g

* Even if India continues strong imports, it may not be enough to offset the decline in Chinese
demand.

« §Tel 8 HIRT AT Y AT FATU I, eiferet Tg et & AT 7 fIRrae 1 sRuré F: & faw
qaTed A€l 1|
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* Overall, Asian seaborne thermal coal prices are weakening along with declining volumes, a
trend likely to continue if China’s thermal power generation remains low and domestic
production remains high.

- THI T , TRIATS AR w3 Frer i AAe g diegH F T FAAR 81 W 8, AN T8 vgf
e Teh STRY TG Hehcll & STel Ieh dieT T YoTel ScqTGeT ha 3N Te] IcTGet JiTeh F1r 16|
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