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Shades of victory

S Paper I: World Histo }

Russian Su-25 jets fly over Red Square in Moscow on Monday, leaving smoke trails in the colours of the Russian national flag, during a
rehearsal for the May 9 Victory Day military parade, which marks the 80th anniversary of the end of the Second World War. Ap
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Cast of characters

Caste census presents both challenges

and opportunities
F or the first time since 1931, Census forms

will record the caste of Indians, but ques-

tions remain on the extent of the impact
that the data would have on India’s affirmative ac-
tion programmes. Decadal censuses, until now,
have categorised citizens as SCs, STs and as per
religion. In decades of reservation for SCs, STs,
and OBCs, there have been concerns about
which communities or individuals within these
groups are able to access the benefits. The de-
mands for a creamy layer to eliminate the eco-
nomically better-off sections from reservation
quotas, and for sub-categorisation to ensure
smaller or relatively more backward communi-
ties are not crowded out, have gained moral and
political legitimacy. The Supreme Court of India,
last August, cleared the way for sub-categorisa-
tion within SCs and STs and the Justice G. Rohini
Commission in 2023 finished a study to examine
sub-categorisation within OBCs. The Court’s
judgment was quick to draw a sharp fault line
within SC and ST communities on the issue of
sub-categorisation and the potential for upset in
the Commission’s report has forced the govern-
ment to keep its findings closely guarded. Caste
groupings continue to be a determinant of politi-
cal and social life and empirical data on these are
essential for more effective development plan-
ning. However, the search for increased repre-
sentativeness through slicing and relabelling of
social groups could be an infinite process, leaving
some group or the other always dissatisfied.

The other challenge is the logistics of how
caste enumeration should be conducted in a
country where community-based claims are
numerous. The understanding of what caste is,
the difference between a sub-caste and a caste
group, and the reconciliation of the understand-
ing of caste names with their morphing accord-
ing to linguistic and regional variations are issues.
This gap in understanding caste was reflected in
the SECC 2011 dataset as well, which yielded
more than 46 lakh different “castes”. Apart from
the fact that there is no repository of all castes ex-
cept for the lists of SCs, STs, and OBCs, the ques-
tion of how to classify communities as castes,
tribes, or socially and educationally backward
classes continues to be litigated in High Courts
and the Court in the form of countless petitions
for inclusion or exclusion. The decision to enum-
erate caste can also be an opportunity to arrive at
a consensus on these questions. The political dia-
tribe that accompanied caste enumeration exer-
cises in Bihar, Karnataka, and Telangana shows
that this could be volatile. The Centre should
build consensus on the details, now that all par-
ties are in agreement with caste enumeration in
principle. That will keep the integrity of its find-
ing intact and beyond reproach.
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Caste Census Presents Both Challenges and
Opportunities

SHfer Stererore. gifaat 3T et S wega Fa
g

e For the first time since 1931, Census forms will
record the caste of Indians.

¢ 1931 & 1€ Ugell IR, STTITUTSAT YIaT 3 TRAAT Y siifa
&of Y SITuaft|

» Decadal censuses until now have categorised citizens as SCs, STs, and
as per religion.

* 379 do &I L GAP hI STTIOTATHT H AR Sl Shdol THHY, THE, 3T &7
& TR W qafiehe fehaT AT & |

» Over decades of reservation for SCs, STs, and OBCs, there have been
concerns about which communities or individuals within these groups
access the benefits.

- T, T, 3R A & foT st & 3ReEToT e & srasg, Ig e s
T & o 3o7 Goggl & $IeR ot Tl T st st ey el aT wET 8|

* The demands for a creamy layer to eliminate economically better-off
sections and for sub-categorisation to ensure representation of smaller or
more backward communities have gained moral and political support. State
of Punjab v Davinder Singh (2024), overturns the earlier decision in

E.V. Chinnaiah v State of Andhra Pradesh. The Court acknowledges that
SCs are not a homogenous group and that equitable affirmative action
requires addressing internal disparities within the category.

« YT AT AT TTET A 3R IT-AONFIOT & FRT B 1 ST Wos FHert
&1 gfafAfRica 2= &1 #ie 1 dfaw 3R Terefas gade Ao g

» The Supreme Court of India, in August 2023, cleared the way for sub-categorisation within

SCs and STs.

* X o GNA HIE o IFd 2023 H THH 3R THE & $MAT 39-AoAIOT 7 AT T foha|

* The Justice G. Rohini Commission completed a study in 2023 on sub-categorisation within

OBCs.

- = Afet Y. Afgoft amaer &7 2023 7 3 & $fieRw 39-Arofwor o1 3regger g |
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* The Court’s ruling revealed sharp divisions within SC and ST communities over sub-
categorisation, leading to the government keeping the Commission’s report secret.

- IE o A0 & wadt 3R Twdt FeErt & #fiaw 3T-Aofieor ox el &R few €, e TR
o 3T bt RAIE &y Mo T

» Caste groupings still play a vital role in political and social life, making empirical data
essential for better development planning.

« AT g 3771 7 et 31 wrenfore sitaet 31 3 i ermd €, foed dea fawra
TrTeAT3Tt & forw sfest & s B

» However, continuously dividing and relabelling groups may become an endless process,
leaving some groups always dissatisfied.

- gTefeh, Fagg! 1 IR-AR AT 3R Go7: Fafieper ealt e sierdier wfdeann a7 Facr ¢, e 18
o IS THE AT FATE § HehelT ¢ |

Logistical and Conceptual Challenges in Caste Enumeration

et 1ot 7 anfd 3t e etfaat

* The logistics of how caste enumeration should be conducted are a challenge in a country
with numerous community-based claims.

« SITFQY 3TOTAT 3Q Y ATV, TG Teh TST Yelell ¢, WA 38 20 H STg1 HIHETAF gral hl J&ar
At B

» Understanding the difference between a sub-caste and a caste group, and reconciling
linguistic and regional variations in caste names, remains unresolved.

« 39-AfY 3R SIfY FAHE & o & 3 ! FASTAT 3R AT~ omons T aver feramait =t
FATANSIT AT 31 3 Teh Al & |

* This confusion was also evident in the SECC 2011, which recorded over 46 lakh different
castes.

« g 5 SECC 2011 # it g 2, 59+t 46 om@ & 310 31eTeT-37e3T ST gof T a7 2|

* There is no complete repository of all castes beyond the official SC, ST, and OBC lists.

- T, T, 3T e TN F Sz T S P Tt R Ao T ¥

*» The classification of communities as castes, tribes, or socially and educationally backward
classes is still the subject of litigation in High Courts.

- A 1 enfe, Serenta, a1 e A AfdF w7 & R 79t & w9 7 Fuffend F2e &1 Heg
3 81 3 FArTeral H AR g
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* There are countless petitions for inclusion or exclusion in these categories still pending in
courts.

« 37 It & A IT AT FhT ST Y S IAET FIfARIC 379 88t 31eTerat & difad g1

» The decision to conduct caste enumeration could help build a national consensus on these
issues.

» STfex ITOTAT T AU 5T Hegl TR Ueh ISET HEATA SIeiled & HETIeh 81 Hehll ¢ |

* However, political controversies during caste surveys in Bihar, Karnataka, and Telangana
show the volatile nature of this process.

« gTeiich, R, Fetteen, AR deaman  Sfd HToT & SR g5 AT gorder 58 Tishar 1
HaeaTefierar T gTch g1

* Now that all political parties agree with caste enumeration in principle, the Centre should
build consensus on implementation details.

« 379 ST THT ATl Tcieh ool AT §F # J1fel M0EAT O HEAC ¢, dF g ! FTeadsT & faawor
9T GgATY S g

» Such consensus will preserve the integrity of the data and keep it beyond reproach.

« 0 TAfa 3er I R FY geTT IW9 3R 3T AT § W @A
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The implications of caste enumeration

While there is a vast political leadership who came through the lanes of OBC politics, there has also been a concentration of certain OBC communities in these spaces. The
upcoming Census, with caste enumeration, could create a window of opportunity for the inclusion of those communities who have been left behind

FULL CON

Rama Shanker Singh
Sarthak Bagchi

umbers are the basis of

governance; without them, the

state loses confidence. In

government offices, one may
see that every item — electrical panels,
fans, chairs - is meticulously numbered
and logged, forming the foundation of
administrative records. Thus,
governments categorise and quantify all
things. As Arjun Appadurai said, every
commodity has its own social and
political life — this principle also applies to
the census of humankind.

Since the emergence of the modern
state in India, populations have been
enumerated. The first colonial Census
conducted in 1872 generated statistical
data, allowing the British to control India
and regulate every aspect of Indian life.
While the Census was seen as an
administrative enumeration, a statisti
activity more than a political act of a
reorganisation of groups, the introduction
of the caste Census by H.H. Risley made
the Census into a political instrument in a
way it had never been used before. Risley
had a dramatic influence on the rise of
caste organisations and the exploding
production of literature about the caste
system from all over the subcontinent.

al

Caste count pre-Independence
In the late 19th century, upper-caste
Indian elites sought political reforms and
representation from the British. The
Census figures enabled the colonial
government to reshape India’s complex
social and cultural fabric through revenue
taxation, education, and new
opportunities generated in universities,
public services and of course legislative
bodies. This eventually led to the creation
of a supporter base among upper-caste
Indian elites for the British.

However, with time, subaltern
communities also began seeking access to

Upcoming exercise: Congress workers celebrate the Centre’s decision to include caste enumeration in the upcoming national Census, in Noida, on May 2. PTi

competitive exams and I reject the Prime
Minister’s (Jawaharlal Nehru) arguments,
which rest on the deceptive foundation of
merit and qualifications,” as articulated in
the Rammanohar Lohia Rachanawali, a
compilation of the works of Ram Manohar
Lohia.

After Lohia's intervention, the Mandal
Commission in its 1980 report

education and political rey rec a 27% reservation for OBCs
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s emergence after the in central government jobs and
d upper-caste h i instituti noting that OBCs

1930s, cl

creating space for Dalits or the Backward
Classes, as they were known then.

While the Government of India Act,
1935 and the Indian Constitution brought
dignity and equality to Dalits and
Adivasis, thousands of Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) were overlooked by the
Constituent Assembly during this pivotal
moment.

Defining the OBC category
In 1953, the Kaka Kalelkar Commission
was established to identify OBC
communities and propose welfare
measures. In its 1955 report, the
commission identified as many as 2,300
communities as OBCs. However, the
report was not implemented due to vague
criteria and lack of political consensus. In
fact, the report received negative
feedback from the then Congress Home
Minister G.B. Pant, who thought that the
emphasis on caste demonstrated “the
dangers of separatism” and was “the
greatest hindrance in the way of our
progress toward an egalitarian society.”
During this period, Dr. Ram Manohar
Lohia articulated a contrarian but
transformative vision — “We should follow
anew principle that merit comes from
opportunity. Sixty per cent of the high
opportunities of the country should go to
90% of India’s population —Shudras,
Harijans, backward castes of religious
minorities, women, and tribals. This
principle should be applied to the most

constitute approximately 52% of India’s
population, on the basis of the 1931 caste
Census data. In 1990, the V.P. Singh
government allowed the partial

impl ion of Mandal C

reports, generating much political heat
across the country. However, the ensuing
debate around reservations for the
backward classes also raised the issue of a
lack of new and more relevant data for
more accurate policymaking, giving
momentum to the demand for a caste
census from this period on.

Incidentally, between the Kaka
Kalelkar Commission and Mandal
Commission, the Mungeri Lal
Commission was set up by former Bihar
Chief Minister Karpoori Thakur in Bihar,
which also recommended reservations for
the backward classes.

The impact of the Mandal report
‘The implementation of the Mandal
Ce ission report has signifi 1
changed the contours of OBC politics
the country, hastening the dominance of
the backward castes, especially the
intermediary castes. There is now not a
single party in India which can oppose
OBC reservations. Even in the 2024
parliamentary elections, reservation (or
the perceived threat of its removal) was a
key issue.

Since 2014, the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, has been

garnering strong support from OBC and
Scheduled Castes within the broader
Hindutva framework. To reclaim this
support, regional parties have expanded
their social and electoral base, and have
been tirelessly demanding for a Census
where caste is also enumerated. In Uttar
Pradesh, the Samajwadi Party led by
Akhilesh Yadav, has created a fruitful
alliance with backward cla: , Dalits,
and minorities, by emphasising on
proportional representation for castes.
The party secured 37 Lok Sabha seats in
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections in Uttar
Pradesh. Recently, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi admitted that the party failed to
prioritise OBCs and other reserved
categories in the past and that they are
ready to amend it. As part of the INDIA
alliance’s Lok Sabha election agenda, he
advocated for a Census where caste is
enumerated, aiming to consolidate
Congress’s traditional voter base while
also appealing to OBC, Dalit, minorities
and Adi constituencies. This, hi d,
will be like a comprehensive “X-ray” of
Indian society.

While there is a vast political
leadership who came through the lanes of
OBC politics and have reached high
positions in political parties and
legislative spaces, there are fault lines in
it. There is a concentration of certain
communities in these spaces, especially of
intermediary and extremely backward
castes. The new Census, with caste
enumeration, could create a window of
opportunity for the inclusion of those
communities who have been left behind.
This Census will extend beyond OBCs,
encompassing other subaltern
communities and minorities. It will also
bring out the number of privileged castes.
It will reveal demographic compositions,
and, if economic data like land ownership
is included, the social roots of India’s
economic inequality. For smaller
Scheduled Castes and OBCs lacking

prominent leaders, this Census will offer a
vital opportunity for visibility and
advocacy, as land reforms and economic
equality efforts have failed, deepening
caste-based oppression and
marginalisation. It will also give voice to,
and more importantly, numbers of
denotified and nomadic communities.

An electoral agenda
If one looks at the recent victory of the
BJP in Haryana, Rajasthan, Delhi, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Uttar Pradesh,
one understands how the BJP has
attracted small communities to its fold.
Social scientist Badri Narayan has been
highlighting this phenomenon for a long
time now. In Bihar, where Assembly
elections are due later this year, the BJP
would want to use its recent decision to
conduct a caste count in the upcoming
Census, along with the symbolism of
honouring Karpoori Thakur with a Bharat
Ratna Award, to effectively mobilise the
Extremely Backward Classes (EBC). This is
to bolster its own social base and improve
its political standing, taking the wind out
of its ally Nitish Kumar, who has been
basking in the glory of carrying out the
caste survey in Bihar earlier and has been
the beneficiary of EBC support so far.
Through the proposed caste enumeration
with the Census, the BJP will try to
reshape the caste realities of India and
consolidate its appeal among a largely
untapped voter base. It will try to cement
its presence in States where it was a
non-dominant player at best. Other
national and regional parties will likely
pursue similar strategies, but their
success to find a foothold in these
realigned caste realities will depend on
their leadership and party organisation.
Rama Shanker Singh is an independent
historian and author of the book Nadi
Putra: Uttar Bharat mein Nisahd aur Nadi.
Sarthak Bagchi teaches in Ahmedabad
University.

The Implications of Caste Enumeration

THE GIST

v

The Census figures enabled the
colonial government to
reshape India’s complex social
and cultural fabric through
revenue taxation, education,
and new opportunities
generated in universities,
public services and of course
legislative bodies.

v

Since 2014, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has been
garnering strong support from
08BC and Scheduled Castes
within the broader Hindutva
frameviork. To reclaim this
support, regional parties have
expanded their social and
electoral base, and have been
tirelessly demanding for a
Census where caste is also
enumerated.

v

In Bihar, where Assembly
elections are due later this
year, the BJP would want to
use its recent decision to
conduct a caste count in the
upcoming Census, along with
the symbolism of honouring
Karpoori Thakur with a Bharat
Ratna Award, to effectively
mobilise the Extremely
Backward Classes (EBC).
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* While many political leaders have emerged from OBC politics, only certain OBC
communities have dominated the political space.

* 37T 1 F§ TSl fara AaT T ATl & 33N 8, olfehed Sl Fa 3N TN  Tofeilicen
&F & gIET ST B

» The upcoming Census with caste enumeration can open a window of inclusion for
communities that were left behind.

* 31TeY Tel SAAITOTAT H S IOTAT o T, 3o7 HHETAN o fIT FHATAA HT HTH Yol Fehell & il S
F{IAT Y|
* Numbers are the foundation of governance; without them, the state loses confidence.

« TS AT T AT &; SoToh [T AT HT ATCHTAW@T FHAAR & ST ¢ |

* In government offices, every item like electrical panels, fans, chairs is carefully numbered
and recorded.

« TN HraiTerdl H, gAfFede Yo, 1@, FIAAT SHT 6% oo 1 WraHTqEs e feram 3 gt
fram S 1

* Arjun Appadurai emphasized that every commodity has a social and political life, which
applies to human census as well.

* 35+ ICUIGUS o gl o §Y A ol Ueh WIATTor 3R Tatehifares Sfiaet g &, S Alera Steraroretr
o Y SITe] Bl &

« Census During Colonial India

o JitafaafRe HRaT 7 ST

» The first colonial Census in 1872 produced statistical data to help the British control
India and regulate life.

. 1872ﬁ§éqﬁh3ﬁqﬁaﬁ|$mﬁmasmmﬁﬁﬁmmﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁa
FTal 3R SiaeT I STATEAT Il H HAGG, |

» Though initially seen as an administrative exercise, the introduction of caste Census by
H.H. Risley turned it into a political tool.

 BTclifeh B3 H 38 T RS FTA ATAT IT7 AT, Afehet v v, Rewrel ganr Sinfer Sretarora v
T3 & S ST IYHIOT ST feram|

* Risley’s work stimulated the rise of caste organisations and led to a flood of caste-related
literature across India.

-W%Wﬁmmmmgmmmmﬁaﬁﬁmmwmgm
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- Pre-Independence Caste Count and Elitism

o TIAFAT & YgA Y SATfT 07T HI 3o FoffT wagea

* In the late 19th century, upper-caste elites demanded political reforms and
representation from the British.

« 19t @Y F 3 A, 3T ITAT FReT o 7 ffeei @ verehfaw gur ik sfafafee & am
£l

» Census data enabled British authorities to reshape India’s social and cultural systems using
tools like taxation, education, and public services.

« STAITUTEAT o 3Tehst o foifeer 3fteriRat orf Trorea, fRYaT 31 e darat S AregAT & 7Ra $r
WATTF 3R WEH AT qae>T 1 dcole 7 Heg H|

* This helped form upper-caste support bases for the colonial government.

-mmwn%ﬁvmaﬁﬁmmaméwgml

* Rise of Subaltern Demands and Dr. Ambedkar
» With time, subaltern communities demanded education and political rights.

- §HY &A1Y, gfora-afad waeml o frew 3R Terefas srftsrt A &)

* After the 1930s, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar emerged and challenged upper-caste dominance,
advocating for Dalits and Backward Classes.

+ 1930 ¥ 1, 31. AU HATHT A IHIHT St Srfarat F wefea Y Feitet & 31 ferat qor Ra
sifert & fore 3rmarst 3a18 |

» Though the 1935 Government of India Act and the Indian Constitution brought dignity and
equality for Dalits and Adivasis, many OBCs were left out.

« gTeTifeh 1935 T AR TR AT fage 3R sy wfdume & gfoay 3ikv snfearfay #r after
31 waTerar &, fhT ot % sl T sEa afta 1

- Defining and Recognizing OBCs
« 3R Y ggETeT 3R TR

* In 1953, the Kaka Kalelkar Commission was set up to identify OBCs and recommend
welfare measures.

« 1953 H FTHT FTAAHT ATV T IS AT ITAT dATfR I Y gg=aTe T 37 T 3R 339 v
FEATTHRI IUTT ATV ST Heh |

* The 1955 report identified 2,300 communities as OBCs, but it was not implemented due to
vague criteria and lack of political consensus.
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Y HAY & HROT 5H WY AT AT 14T

* Then Home Minister G.B. Pant criticized the report, calling caste focus “dangerous
separatism” and a threat to egalitarianism.

« 39 AT & ¢ A i g o RAE o 3rreiieran S AR s o1 AR - e gar
3R FATETAT & ART # T8 AT

- Lohia’s Vision and Opportunity-Based Merit
» diifear #r gffe 3t srawr 3maRa Aegar

* Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia opposed Nehru’s idea of merit and said opportunity creates
merit.

« 3. TH AAET ARAT o AEE T ANTIAT T 31TUROT 7 f30e fohar 311 e o 3raar & Aegar
F A=A AT

* Lohia advocated that 60% of opportunities should go to 90% of Indians — including
Shudras, Harijans, backward Muslims, women, and tribals.

- ST & Ig e e foh <21 & 60% HEET $TRC I 90% 3HTaral i Aol wfgT — fS=Tat o,
gierer, Rres Faee, afyare ik snfeard anfde &1

* He called for this principle to be applied to competitive exams, rejecting the elitist definition
of merit.

« 3ogiel g e gfarael aianait & o) e 1 a1 e R Aegar A wfFrera afemar @
3R T fem|

« Mandal Commission and 1990 Implementation

o S AT 31X 1990 H FRATTIIA

* The Mandal Commission (1980) estimated OBCs as 52% of the population based on 1931
caste Census.

« HSoT AT (1980) F 1931 Y FATf SAAIMVTAT & ITUR TR MY Y FTATEAT 52% 37|

* It recommended 27% reservation in central government jobs and educational institutions
for OBCs.

« 3 ST & T Fg PR A ARt 3R Aarfors FwaEt 7§ 27% 3mavor Hr {wRer

* In 1990, the V.P. Singh government partially implemented this, triggering nationwide
political debates.

+ 1990 #, dt.dY. RAE TFR & 38 HIRAF T F o9 [T, TTTH 327 R # Aareifaes a6 03 TS|
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* The controversy highlighted the absence of updated caste data, strengthening the demand
for a fresh caste census.

« qare o Al Sfa 3mrwst Fr FY FI 3R foRaT 3R A S FAIOTAT Fr AT FHF T T

« Mungeri Lal Commission in Bihar

« e & I arer AT

» Between the Kalelkar and Mandal Commissions, Karpoori Thakur, then Bihar CM,
established the Mungeri Lal Commission.

- FTAAHT AR FST AT & S, 36 ToAT & F9eR & FEI#= FE STH 1 FIA wTer 12T H
e+ foha|

« |t also recommended reservations for backward classes in Bihar.

« 3H JAAET o T [9ER & oe qeit & fore 3nwator Fr {oerier $r ot

The Impact of the Mandal Report
#Asd RAE &1 9919

» The implementation of the Mandal Commission report significantly changed the contours of
OBC politics in India, accelerating the dominance of backward castes, particularly
intermediary castes.

« F3 AT ROYE & e gt @ HR 7 31l Aarehifer v 7= 31 957 sgera 3man 3R R
Ffaat, T AEgadt SIfadl 1 99 doi O JeT|

» Today, there is no major political party in India that can openly oppose OBC reservations.

* 3TTST AR H IS 1 JHqG TsTellicieh Gof AT HIRETOT T et faRer FET T FeheT |

* Even in the 2024 parliamentary elections, reservation and the fear of its potential removal
emerged as a key electoral issue.

« IgT T foh 2024 F ANFHAT ToATal H 3 HRETOT 3N S8 FEIT SITeT hT JHTRIeAT Ueh FET TaATa!
7eg <ef T

BJP’s Mobilisation of OBCs and Castes Post-2014
2014 F 91¢ $TTIT G@RT 3 3R sfat w1 FHder Ferwn

+ Since 2014, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) under Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
successfully attracted support from OBCs and Scheduled Castes, framing it within a broader
Hindutva narrative.
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1 FAY I3 YA W 1o a1 8, o8 3egiel sarden figea e & @i gl

* In response, regional parties have expanded their social and electoral base and strongly
demanded a Caste Census.

« SHS STaTe H, 8T gl o 379 WAt 3 et TR o1 FAEaR 3R 3R siTfaerer stereToren
BT SIRER AT |

« In Uttar Pradesh, the Samajwadi Party led by Akhilesh Yadav has successfully built an
alliance of backward castes, Dalits, and minorities, emphasizing proportional
representation.

« 3R U H, AHTAAL AGT & AAcfed aTell FATSrArEr aret = Rresh anfora, afeat sik srevaegsi
T Tl IS 11T &, St Irqurfaes afafafied X SR &ar |

» The Samajwadi Party won 37 Lok Sabha seats in Uttar Pradesh during the 2024 elections.
- FATSATEY UIEE o1 2024 F ANFHT FATal & 36 G I 37 TS Sl |

Congress’s Shift Toward OBC Inclusion

3N FATAAT AT 3T FTEAH FT FHra

» Rahul Gandhi recently acknowledged that the Congress party failed to prioritise OBCs and
other reserved communities in the past.

-maﬁr@amﬁm%mqﬁmﬁmﬁTmmﬁaﬁaﬁmaﬁ
H A T

* As part of the INDIA alliance’s 2024 Lok Sabha election agenda, Rahul Gandhi supported
the Caste Census, describing it as a complete “X-ray” of Indian society.

-2024a;mmgmﬁa?%m§%mm$uﬁ?é?%wa;mﬁ,ﬂ§amﬂﬁm
STSTITOTAT T FHY fohalT 3R 58 AT HATST hr ot " TaF@-Y" Farr|

* The strategy aimed to consolidate Congress’s traditional base while appealing to OBC,
Dalit, minority, and Adivasi groups.

« Ig J0TAIT FIA & TRURE TR FHT AT e & AI-A1Y drat, gfod, seaaeas ik
Jnfearet HHgT I ooy Y Hferer o)

Structural Fault Lines in OBC Politics
A Terefa & sEaTcAES @ifaar

» Many political leaders have emerged from OBC backgrounds and reached high positions, but
representation is skewed, especially favouring intermediary and extremely backward
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castes.

* &g A1 NI TEBHFA T IINHT 3 Jel deh I €, Afehet wfafaftred srwame &, arae
Aegadt 3 arcga Red sfaat & ger 71

» A Caste Census could help include left-out communities, especially those without
prominent political leaders.

* U SN SFAIVTAT 37 FEN §§ ST T AT e H Feg R Tehell ¢, [IAT T F fSiefeh
T W AT 8§

* The Census will not just focus on OBCs, but will also include subaltern communities and
minorities.

* TG SITINUTAT shelel INTHT 9T hieel T greft, sfcen sae afra waer 3R sreqweas ot i
g

* It may also reveal privileged castes, demographic data, and if extended to economic
indicators like land ownership, it could highlight the roots of inequality.

STE, A TE FHATAAT Y T3 FT 3PR T Tl B

» For smaller Scheduled Castes and OBCs, the Census offers a crucial chance for visibility
and advocacy, since land reforms and economic efforts have largely failed.

- B TR faat 3 S sfa & o, aE ST e N vateRer T O 3EH
37T 23N, Frifen Sfffr R 3R Il varw e fawer & €

« It will also provide recognition to denotified and nomadic communities by giving them
statistical representation.

- I5 HaUSFd 3R GHG WHGHT I i gfafaftea gt gadr el 7 Aeg e

Caste Census as an Electoral Agenda

AT TS &F TG # S STAT0TeAT

« In States like Haryana, Rajasthan, Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, and Uttar
Pradesh, the BJP has gained support from smaller caste groups.

- g, ToredTE, Redh, ALY uger, Seiiere 3R IR YU S TSI H HSIT A S Sfadt &
HGY 1 FHAA Il fomam B

» Social scientist Badri Narayan has long noted this trend of smaller caste mobilisation by
the BJP.

- arTTore dTfae Sl ARTEOT S HAT § HISTIT GaRT BIEY ATl I Hafda FIa I ggfr &t
IR AR & |
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* In Bihar, where Assembly elections are expected later in 2025, the BJP is using its decision
to conduct a caste count in the Census and the Bharat Ratna for Karpoori Thakur to attract
Extremely Backward Classes (EBCs).

- FER A, ST61 2025 ¥ 3 # Rererwe gara dfad §, e 3rde sifer arorer F dae iR FE
STF Y R TeoT el oh cllehdlle; T 3TN Y e Frsdt Fnfarat (EBCs) &l s W &

* This strategy seeks to expand the BJP’s social base and weaken Nitish Kumar’s EBC
support, which had previously been strong due to the Bihar caste survey.

* Ig TOTA HISTIT & HIATTSA HTUR Y 951 3R Acher FAR & S godar 1 vasik w3
I &, S Tgor fagr nfer wdaror & swror A o

* By pushing for a Caste Census, the BJP aims to reshape India’s caste realities and gain
ground in states where it was earlier weak.

o FAI STAINOTSAT T 3T TGTehT HISTUT TR hT ST AR TIHATHT Y FAT T ST TgaT &
3T 37 =AY H THS T ATEAY § STET 98 Tgok FASR A

* Other parties may adopt similar strategies, but their success will depend on leadership
guality and party organisation.

* 317 gl Y Y TOTATAAT 39T Heel 8, WA fehet 3oTehl Aerall 3eTah AAqjed oY I[oraar 3R aret
HIrSeT IX AR H¥am |
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George Simion, the nationalist who
topped Romania’s presidential redo

The 38-year-old leader of the hard-right Alliance for the Unity will face a pro-Western reformist in a May 18 run-off that could reshape the European
Union and NATO member country’s geopolitical direction; a supporter of Trump, he says his party is ‘perfectly aligned with the MAGA movement’

S Paper |: Mapping

Associated Press
BUCHAREST

eorge Simion, a na-
Gtiona]ist and vocal
supporter of the

U.S. President Donald
Trump, won Romania’s
first-round  presidential
election redo by a land-
slide after capitalising on
widespread anti-establish-
ment sentiment.

The 38-year-old leader
of the hard-right Alliance
for the Unity of Roma-
nians, or AUR, will face a
pro-Western reformist in a
May 18 run-off that could
reshape the European Un-
ion and NATO member

country’s geopolitical
direction.
Romania’s political

landscape was upended
last year when a top court
voided the previous elec-
tion in which the far-right
outsider Calin Georgescu
topped first round. The de-
cision followed allegations
of electoral violations and
Russian interference,
which Moscow has denied.

“For 35 years, the Roma-
nian people lived the lie
that we are a democratic
country,” Mr. Simion, who
came fourth in last year’s
race and later backed Mr.
Georgescu, said last week.
“And now the people are
awakening.”

Born in 1986 in Roma-
nia’s eastern city of Focsa-
ni, Mr. Simion took a Ba-
chelor’s degree in Business
and Administration in Bu-

The leader of Alliance for Uniting Romanians party, George Simion, in Bucharest, Romania. FILE PHOTO

charest, and later a mas-
ter’s degree at a university

in the northeastern city of

lasi researching commu-
nist-era crimes.

He took part in civic acti-
vism, including joining a
protest movement against
a controversial gold mining
project by a Canadian com-
pany in a mountainous
western region of Romania
that contains some of Eu-
rope’s largest gold depo-
sits. He also campaigned
for reunification with
neighbouring Moldova.

Founding of AUR

In 2019, Mr. Simion found-
ed the AUR party, which
rose to prominence in a
2020 parliamentary elec-
tion by proclaiming to
stand for “family, nation,

faith, and freedom,” and
has since doubled its sup-
port to become Romania’s
second-largest party in the
legislature. It opposes
same-sex marriage and has
close ties to the Romanian
Orthodox Church.

Mr. Simion supports Mr.
Trump and said that the
AUR party is “perfectly
aligned with the MAGA
movement,” referring to
the U.S. President’s Make
America  Great  Again
movement.

Mr. Simion’s political
platform has been built on
a fiercely anti-establish-
ment agenda and populist
rhetoric. During the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, his party
staged multiple protests
against vaccination and
lockdowns, capitalising on

a widespread distrust of
the authorities. He labelled
the cancelled election last
year a “coup d’etat,” and
adopted stronger populist
rhetoric and religious mes-
saging to tap into Mr. Geor-
gescu’s electorate. He has
branded Romania’s cur-
rent political system as a
“hybrid regime” that failed
to deliver democracy after
the 1989 revolution top-
pled communism.

“They voted for the
change, and they were not
allowed to make this
change,” he said. “This is
why I'm running again as a
duty towards democracy,
towards the constitutional
order, to restore the rule of
law, to restore the will of
the Romanian people.”

A Simion presidency

would pose unique foreign
policy conundrums. His
activities in Moldova led to
an expulsion and multiple
entry bans on allegations
of trying to destabilise the
country. He is also banned
from entering neighbour-
ing Ukraine for “systemic
anti-Ukrainian” activities.
“It is in their interest to
have good relations with
us,” he said.

In March, Mr. Simion
sparked controversy after
remarking during a protest
that those responsible for
barring Mr. Georgescu’s se-
cond bid for presidency
should be “skinned in a pu-
blic square,” prompting
prosecutors to launch a cri-
minal probe for inciting
violence. He denied the ac-
cusation saying it was a
political metaphor.

‘Russia a threat’

Observers  have long
viewed him of being pro-
Russian and warn that his
presidency would under-
mine both Brussels and
NATO as the war rages on
in Ukraine. He refuted the
accusations as a “smear
campaign” by leftists and
said Russia has been the
“main threat” to Romania
in the last 200 years and
remains so today.

“This is why we need a
strong NATO and we need
troops on the ground in
Romania, in Poland and in
the Baltic states,” he said,
although he was against
sending further military

aid to Ukraine.

“The danger is not who
will be the next President
of Romania but ... those
who want to create a dis-
tance and to form two dif-
ferent opposing geopoliti-
cal blocs” between the
European Union and the
U.S., he said.

On the EU, Mr. Simion
said, “We want more pow-
er to the 27 states, not to-
ward the European institu-
tions,” and that he is
“totally aligned” with the
position of Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni,
who was the only EU head
of government to attend
Mr. Trump’s inauguration
in January.

Siegfried Muresan, a Ro-
manian member of the Eu-
ropean Parliament, said on
Monday that a Simion pre-
sidency would be “bad
news” for Romania and Eu-
rope, and accused the AUR
leader of having “disdain
for democratic processes.”

“George Simion is not a
conservative politician. He
is an anti-European extre-
mist. His election would
endanger Romania, threa-
ten European stability, and
serve as a strategic victory
for Russia,” he said. “He
offers no viable solutions
to Romania’s challenges.”

For Claudiu Tufis, an as-
sociate professor of politi-
cal science at the Universi-
ty of Bucharest,
accusations that Simion is
extremist or pro-Russian
are overblown.

George Simion, the nationalist who topped Romania’s

presidenti

al redo

Siter fAfAger, Tegar) fSegla Aenforar & wseufa ere & Slevra
H Sfia gridrer T
- George Simion, a nationalist and vocal supporter of U.S. President

Donald Trump, won the first-round of Romania’s redo presidential
election by a landslide, capitalising on widespread anti-establishment

sentiment.
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- Sitet FATATeT, S v Tegarl 3R g rARFY et seres € & FqEw

FAYF ¢, A VAT F GoT: Tegufa Iourg & vger ol a9Y S gof 1, Y
ﬁmﬂwﬁmﬁmmmmmmgsm

» The 38-year-old leader of the hard-right Alliance for the Unity of Romanians (AUR) will
now face a pro-Western reformist on May 18 in a run-off that could reshape Romania’s
geopolitical direction within the EU and NATO.

- 38 Tl FeeT-GTAITIT HARIH B & AL 316 AATATH (AUR) & AT 319 18 7E &I Uh
qREH Y FURETE & I HHhee Hia], 5t Ui e (EU) 3 A1y 7 Aanferar 6 of-
TSI 2T Y Sl TohdT B

Background of the Redo Election
qel: ToATd T Joa3fA

* Romania’s political system was disrupted last year when a top court annulled the previous
presidential vote, citing electoral violations and alleged Russian interference (which Moscow
denied).

- el arer QAaTfarT i o rererd & ool Tseufa ofra 1 Teg 1 2, St gard seaua
3R EEAET & Y ot A (T At o 7w |

» George Simion had come fourth in the voided election and later endorsed Calin Georgescu,
the far-right candidate who had topped the first round.

- Silet AT 38 T5g oma & =i ¥Te W 3¢ & 3R a7e # $R-UST 3FHIGaR FroleT Sl e o
AT fhar a1 St ugel g & 31T |

Early Life and Activism

yRfAF e it aenfes afafafear

* Born in 1986 in Focsani, Simion earned a Bachelor’s in Business and Administration from
Bucharest and a Master’s degree from Lasi, focusing on communist-era crimes.

- 1986 H WIHETA # SeH AT o gERTe @ e vz wsfafareus # was ik It &
HIFIETET AT & IORTT OR LM I §T A fha|

* He was active in civic protests, including campaigns against a Canadian gold mining project
and for reunification with Moldova.

« 37gIeT AT 3TeTelsir 7 AT fordT, foTe FA1e$ A 1 WA IRANST 3R Alearar F arr
QeT: TehIEhOT & felw 31aeT enfdrer |
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Formation and Rise of AUR
AUR 91 &T 315+ 31X 3¢9

* In 2019, Simion founded the Alliance for the Unity of Romanians (AUR), promoting values
of family, nation, faith, and freedom.

+ 2019 # FATATS 7 AW R g FfAeT 36 Aefazgea (AUR) T F1961T F, 5t aRER, wee,
ITEYT AR FIAAAT oI HeT I FErar & B

* In the 2020 parliamentary elections, AUR became Romania’s second-largest party by
doubling its support.

» 2020 ¥ HHET TATal H AUR & 39T FAGT ST 3 JATIAIT 1 GEL FaA a91 GIef aeted b
et greet fohar|

* AUR opposes same-sex marriage and has strong ties with the Romanian Orthodox
Church.

« AUR ®#d T faars &1 faer et § 31 soe Qenfaad sirafsiaw o< & Astqe gav ¢

Alignment with Trump and MAGA
€9 3T MAGA 3elas § GTHET

» Simion describes his party as “perfectly aligned with the MAGA movement”, supporting
Donald Trump’s ideology.

» TR 3191 9Tt T “MAGA JTererT F AT I a8 & WHAEAQOP Jdd § 3R Seres €0 Ay
R &1 FHdT A B

» Simion's political platform is built on anti-establishment rhetoric and populism.

- AT i Teefas I g9t e fI=RT 31k sedmEe ) smaRa g1

* During the COVID-19 pandemic, AUR held protests against vaccination and lockdowns,
exploiting public distrust in the authorities.

« FIAZ-19 ATHAN & ST AUR & AR1ah0r 3R Afehe3« & [@ed veeie e 31 Serar fir
TATHT YT AT T ST &l T ST

* He called the annulled election a “coup d’état” and adopted stronger populist and religious
rhetoric to attract Georgescu’s voters.

» 35g1eY {GG IoI1d T “dedTaere” FgT 3R 3iftre sterarardy 3 enfée swam a7 g2t < sAtefeg &
HACTATHT T |

+ Simion called Romania a “hybrid regime” that has failed to deliver democracy since the 1989
revolution.
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- AR & YATTAAT Y Teh “HHT ATHA” gl ST 1989 &Y Fifd & 91 A Aiehd T ofley H 37T I&T
gl

Foreign Policy and Controversies

faeer Aifa 3ix faarg

» Simion’s activities in Moldova led to his expulsion and multiple entry bans on charges of
destabilising the country.

- Ategtar # AT H AfafaRTr & FROT 37 S & A 797 3R F§ I) y3er w yfaeer
ST 37T, 3T X AU helTal ST 3TRIT 41|

* He is also banned from Ukraine for “systemic anti-Ukrainian” actions.

« 3o¢ Fehet A 8T “sorrelera w7 ¥ (- afafafat & fow sfaafe fmar = g

* In March, he said people who blocked Georgescu’s candidacy should be “skinned in a
public square”, leading to a criminal probe for inciting violence, which he later denied as
metaphorical.

« AT # 3egial el foh Sl 19T SAloieep T SFAGART Y Ueh T § 3o¢ “HASA TR T § GIel 3R &Y
St Afee”, Fore 3ereh e T srgmet a7 Sy Sirer <% g3, i 3eeiat are &
Teteiifeieh T S|

Stance on Russia and NATO

IR AR W sE

* Despite being accused of being pro-Russian, Simion called these claims a “leftist smear
campaign”.

o T FASF gl & 3R & AR & “amaefY s 3rfiaer sarm|

* He stated that Russia has been Romania’s main threat for 200 years and continues to be so.

« 3ogio1 el foh T TUSel 200 Fut & VAT & T FE&T T @1 & 3R 31T 87 B

» He supports a strong NATO and deployment of troops in Romania, Poland, and Baltic
states, though he opposes sending more military aid to Ukraine.

- g Agd ATeY AR Jaafara, grdls 3R aifees Sat A Qo A darelt 1 qoder wa 8, dfee
TeheT Y 3 VT TETIAT A o [Woh |

Position on European Union

CURIEK T i T
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» Simion advocates for more power to the 27 EU member states, rather than to EU
institutions.

- TR AT T & 27 T At A1 377w BN &1 & vaT A §, 7 o6 EU Feanait |

* He aligns with Italian PM Giorgia Meloni, who supported Trump and was the only EU leader
to attend his inauguration.

« g FToll Y YT AT AR o AT WHSAET H §, ST €7 FHT GHYT il § AR ST o
TEUT WARYE A A glet arell ThATT EU AT |

Reactions and Criticism
gfafeare i sre=en

* Siegfried Muresan, a Romanian MEP, said a Simion presidency would be “bad news” for
Romania and Europe, calling him an anti-European extremist.

« QATAATS AN TS T RanhIs 7w ¥ gl o FAfAaeT a1 aseafa et denfaa ik
T F e g8 @aw gl 3R 3¢ R el et s

* He warned that Simion’s election would be a strategic victory for Russia and said the AUR
leader “offers no viable solutions” to Romania’s issues.

« 3ogieY AdTaeT & & AP Fr ha &7 & forw wefas shia gef 311 & 5 AUR aar
QAT Y THATITIHT FT FI$ TGRS TATHTT FET ST |

* However, Claudiu Tus, a political science professor, argued that claims of Simion being
extremist or pro-Russian are overblown.

 gTclifeh, TSTeiel Aot o SIhER FAI33 G ol HIeTeT ¢ fob FATATT 1 et a1 w7 qwd+
gare sfaRfSa g1

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Putin dials Modi to signal support in fight against terror
gfarer & A FT BT F 3MARAIG F [TeTd 7315 F gader 1
ehet feam

2. India-Pakistan tension at its ‘boiling point’, says UN
chief calling for calm
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3. The Huddle to Discuss Reimagining India’s Federalism
I & HEEIG T Telshedal 9T T49T F faT gser

4. World Bank Official to Represent India at IMF Executive
Board

HTETATEH HIAHRY §15 H AR FT YA fca F397 gos s
B

5. Abeyance as a Two-Level Game
gadT-Fail @ & T # FAIA (Abeyance)

6. Detaining Non-Citizens and the Rule of Law
A-aATRT Y AFARY 3 FrefeT 1 e

7. Samyukta Maharashtra: How a Linguistic Movement
Built a State

YT HERTSE: HA UF HATYIS AT A Teh Ao HY sita @t
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Putin dials Modi to
signal support in
fight against terror’

Vowing support: The leaders emphasised the strategic nature

&

Russian-indian ties, Kremlin said. FILE PHOTO

S Paper Il
allo; attacherjee
NEW DELHI

Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Monday held a te-
lephone conversation with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and expressed “full
support” to India in the
fight against terrorism.

“President Putin called
PM Modi and strongly con-
demned the terror attack
in Pahalgam. He conveyed
deepest condolences on
the loss of innocent lives
and expressed full support
to India in the fight against
terrorism. He emphasised
that the perpetrators of the
heinous attack and their
supporters  must  be
brought to justice,” Minis-
try of External Affairs spo-
kesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said in a statement.

Attack was ‘barbaric’

A statement from the Rus-
sian side announced that
Mr. Putin described the ter-
ror attack as “barbaric”
with both sides calling for
an “uncompromising fight
against terrorism in all its
manifestations”.

“The strategic nature of
Russian-Indian relations as
a special privileged part-
nership was emphasised.
These relations are not
subject to external in-
fluence and continue to de-
velop dynamically in all
areas,” said a statement
from Kremlin.

Mr. Modi also invited
Mr. Putin to visit India for
the 23rd India-Russia an-
nual summit that will be
hosted here later this year
and conveyed his greetings
to Russia for the 80th anni-

Address
Email Id

versary of the Second
World War Victory Day. to
be celebrated in Moscow
on May 9.

President Putin was
among the first global lead-
ers to condemn the deadly
terror attack of 22 April
and Russia has communi-
cated that the two sides
should intensify coopera-
tion on counter-terror to
deter such attacks in the
future. “I would like to reit-
erate our commitment to
further increasing cooper-
ation with Indian partners
in fighting terrorism in all
its forms and manifesta-
tions,” Mr. Putin had said
in a message to Prime Mi-
nister Modi on 22 April.

“Both leaders reiterated
their commitment to furth-
er deepen Special and Pri-
vileged Strategic Partner-
ship. Prime  Minister
Conveyed greetings to Pre-
sident Putin on the cele-
bration of the 80" anniver-
sary of Victory Day and
invited him for the Annual
Summit to be held in India
later in the year,” said Mr
Jaiswal in his statement
about Monday’s telephone
discussion.

Russia had invited
Prime Minister Modi to
participate in the Victory
Day parade but India had
subsequently designated
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh to represent India at
the parade that would be
attended by several heads
of states and governments.
However, a statement from
the Russian side informed
that the May 9 ceremonies
in Moscow will be attended
by an “Indian representa-
tive”.
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Putin dials Modi to signal support in fight
against terror

gfdeT A A Y BT FT ITARaG F @ATH T35
H gHAT FT Tohd fear

- Russian President Vladimir Putin held atelephone
conversation with Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday.

- Tt Tregufer senfeaiit gt & wear @1 wuresE ais
AT @ BT I 1T H|

* He expressed full support to India in the fight against terrorism.

* 3751ol ATcFarg & TRATE T3S H HRA Sl QU FAYT St T a1 el |

* Putin strongly condemned the terror attack in Pahalgam and
conveyed deepest condolences for the loss of innocent lives.

-gﬁﬂﬁm#g@mﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ@raﬂ?ﬁﬁwmﬁ
Ala W a8 Gag=T ST

* He emphasised that the perpetrators and their supporters must be
brought to justice.

« 3ol ST R R QYR 3T 3ok agairal et ot ot
Bl

Attack was ‘barbaric’
EHAT 'JeT AT

* A Russian statement said that Putin called the attack “barbaric”,
and both sides agreed on the need for an uncompromising fight
against terrorism in all forms.

» & ST H g 31T foh GicieT o gl Y "qaT" I 3R et gait o
Iaware & waft Tt & e wasilar Ra 7318 1 3radsmar W AR
e

* The strategic nature of Russia-India relations as a Special and
Privileged Strategic Partnership was highlighted.
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- TH-0R el T Wislifas vpfa H1 v e 3k fFrenfter gre weifas asted & s9 7
Y@iferet foham arar|

*» These relations are not subject to external influence and continue to develop dynamically.

- & Y Aredy wemal & AjF ¢ 31N weft ¥ o arfereler o @ RwRE e w S

Modi invites Putin for India-Russia summit

A A g 1 9RA-TF AW Fode= & faw mafa &

* Prime Minister Modi invited President Putin to visit India for the 23rd India-Russia annual
summit later this year.

» TEITTHAT HIET 7 Tsgufcd GicleT 1 58 a9 o 37d & gl aTel 238 HRA-FF F1f¥s Rraw wesiest &
fore 1t 31er ot favaror fem|

* Modi also conveyed greetings on the 80th anniversary of Victory Day of the Second World
War, to be celebrated on May 9 in Moscow.

« AT & 9 7E T AR H HATT STeT aTel gfaeiry fava gaur #r Rera Raw iy 804t aderis
QAHTATT 37 & |

Early condemnation and call for cooperation

ggo & fer 3 g i ardier

* President Putin was among the first global leaders to condemn the April 22 terror attack.

- Trsgafd gicleT 22 38 & AT gAA T foieT et arel gga IRaw Aansit 7 anfae

» Russia communicated the need to intensify cooperation with India on counter-terrorism to
prevent future attacks.

« T o AT H W gAAN Y Uha o foIT TR & T1Y ATcharg AR Tgaer ) qeret $Hr
3ARTHAT TS |

* On April 22, Putin reiterated Russia’s commitment to fighting terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations.

» 22 F T gfaeT o Ircarg F weft ot AR srffreafFaat & o wse & v A yfaagerar
CEE]

Reaffirmation of Strategic Partnership

TorIfae ATgierT Y g gfve
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* Both leaders reiterated their commitment to deepen the Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership.

« AT T3 o Y 3R AR gred wisifaw wEiert F 3R A e H afdaear
GARKE]

* Modi conveyed greetings to Putin on the Victory Day celebration and again invited him for
the Annual Summit.

- AT o Frerar W wARYE I gieT T AT & 3R 3o¢ aifder Rrax awes & fau e a
I IEGRERIN]

India’s Representation at Victory Day Parade

e faw 1T & ARa $r smeierd

* Russia had invited PM Modi to participate in the Victory Day Parade, but India nominated
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh instead.

« TF o JUTHAT AT o fasra faw @ & #7197 ol & fore 3mAfa fohar ar, aifeher IRd o 5@
forT Ta1r 7N Tetery R J1fAa o)

* The May 9 ceremonies in Moscow will be attended by an Indian representative, as informed
by the Russian side.

« & 9&T o IATAT T 9 A T ATEHT H gleT dTel FARE H Tk ARG afafafer ser oam|
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India-Pakistan tension at its ‘boiling
point’, says UN chief calling for calm

ES Paper |I: IS
Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI

A military solution is “no
solution” to the India-Pa-
kistan conflict, United Na-
tions  Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said on
Monday, calling for “maxi-
mum restraint” and offer-
ing to help in any way to
bring down tensions bet-
ween the two countries.

In one of his strongest
such statements thus far,
Mr. Guterres cautioned
that both countries must
avoid a military confronta-
tion that he said could easi-
ly “spin out of control”, de-
scribing the tensions since
the Pahalgam attack as the
“highest in years”, and
reaching a “boiling point”.

“Now is the time for
maximum restraint and
stepping back from the
brink. That has been my
message in my ongoing
outreach with both coun-
tries. Make no mistake, a
military solution is no solu-
tion, and I offer my good
offices to both govern-
ments in the service of
peace,” Mr. Guterres said
in a statement at the UN in
New York on Monday.

Mr. Guterres, who had
called Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi after the Pa-
halgam terror attack, re-
peated his condemnation

Peace appeal: United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
says both countries must avoid a military confrontation. A

of the killings of 26 men,
and said he was in touch
with both countries. He
said the targeting of civi-
lians was “unacceptable”
and those responsible
must be brought to justice
through “credible and law-
ful means”.

“United Nations stands
ready to support any initia-
tive that promotes de-esca-
lation, diplomacy and the
renewed commitment to
peace,” he added.

‘Closed-door’ meet

The UN Secretary-Gener-
al’s statement came even
as the UN Security Council
members were due to hold
a “closed-door” meeting
on the situation, where Pa-
kistan, as a current mem-
ber, is present. After a
UNSC resolution last

JHATYT AT 2

month, that was watered
down at Pakistan’s in-
stance, External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar spoke
to all other non-permanent
members of the UNSC, in-
cluding Greece, which has
taken the Presidency of the
UNSC this month.

Mr. Guterres’s state-
ment came on the heels of
a number of statements
from other countries call-
ing for de-escalation and
diplomacy as Mr. Modi has
been meeting with military
chiefs to discuss a possible
strategy to respond to the
Pahalgam attacks. In brief-
ings to foreign envoys, the
Ministry of External Affairs
has said the attack had
“cross-border  linkages”
while Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh has blamed Pa-
kistan directly for “sup-

porting, training and
funding” terrorist organi-
sations.

Restraint calls

However, several countries
including the U.S., UK.,
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and
the European Union have
issued statements coun-
selling restraint and avoid-
ing a broader conflict. On
Monday, Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim is-
sued a statement after a
call with Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
who cancelled his visit to
Malaysia amid rising ten-
sions offering to mediate
between India and Pakis-
tan, with “close ties to
both”, and hoped for a
swift de-escalation of ten-
sions, adding support for
an “independent and tran-
sparent” investigation into
the Pahalgam attack.

The MEA did not res-
pond to requests for com-
ments on the UNSG state-
ment as well as that of the
Malaysian Prime Minister.

In a comment believed
to be aimed at those coun-
selling restraint and dia-
logue, Mr. Jaishankar said
on Sunday that India
looked for “partners” and
not for “preachers”, in ex-
pectations from the world
in general, and Europe in
particular.

India-Pakistan tension
at its ‘boiling point’,
says UN chief calling
for calm

HRA-ITfHEdT Fo1d
‘FaTel % fig oy, enfa
Y 37dier I gU A
HYFd TS AgrATT

- United Nations
Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said on
Monday that a military
solution is “no solution”
to the India-Pakistan
conflict.

* HYF T AT
vefor TR o Werar
el foh IRT-ITfehedter Tay
T T FATUTT FIS

* He called for “maximum restraint” and offered to help in any way to reduce the tension
between the two countries.

o 3ogioy "HAFTH FFA" I 37T 1 31T At AT F T ToATd FH A H g AT A T
UAreher |

* In one of his strongest statements so far, Mr. Guterres warned that a military confrontation
could easily “spin out of control”.

* 379 TToh & YT HEW F3 T H § Teh H, X o AT & o 7 eahara 3maret & " farg=ror
J AR EFHaATE |

* He said the tensions since the Pahalgam attack are the “highest in years”, and have
reached a “boiling point”.
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* 37811 gl h YGeIINH gHo & 91¢ ¥ d1d TS s aut # "Had J0F" § 3R Tg "3aaT &
R o g e

* “Now is the time for maximum restraint and stepping back from the brink,” he said.

« 35g1l gl, “He ATShdH II# 3R e & fhak T 9IS gead Fr aFT g1

* Mr. Guterres said he was in touch with both countries and repeated that a military solution
is no solution.

« IV o Tl o I alet qaut & wud 7 § 3R Qg o A7 g F1$ wanane 76 ¢

* He offered his “good offices” to both governments in service of peace.

. 3ogiar AT & foIT S TXFRT F 37 " HETEqar Y AT &7 T GAHA Hi |

» He said he had called Prime Minister Narendra Modi after the Pahalgam terror attack and
condemned the killings of 26 men.

* 37g1T gl foh 3781 UESIITH TP gH & SIC THUTAFAT A% AT T Bl TR 4T 3R 26 A9
$Y gaT Y AT Hr A

* He said the targeting of civilians is “unacceptable” and the perpetrators must be brought
to justice through credible and lawful means.

« 3giol hpT o ATTRET @Y forermar s " 3t § 31T vt #r fareaweiia 3iiv Fregstt afiat
q 7T & Fea H o7 aifge]

* The United Nations stands ready to support any initiative that promotes de-escalation,
diplomacy, and renewed peace commitment.

» HIFA ST AT FH FIA, Feattar 3N aTelter enifer wfaerrar w1 gerar &= arelr fndt oft gger w7
FHYT FA & fov R g

‘Closed-door’ meeting of UNSC
TYF TS YT IRTE AT 'dg FAY A o

* Mr. Guterres’s statement came as UN Security Council (UNSC) members were to hold a
“closed-door” meeting on the situation.

* IR T Ig Tl 36 HHAY 31T 519 T TS FR&T 9RWG (UNSC) & Feed 58 Foufa o "ag
FAY" FY do& L aT U

 Pakistan, as a current member, will be present in the meeting.

« UIfSEaTe, TIATT HEET & §9 H, 95 H #Alqg e

* A previous UNSC resolution, which was watered down at Pakistan’s instance, had
prompted EAM S. Jaishankar to talk with non-permanent UNSC members.
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- QIfFEATT &F 3MTIE W gohT fhdT T [USeT UNSC gEd1d, fader #3 vd. Saera & d-ward
UNSC W&t & ST & & ToIw 9 &3 e 2|

* Among them was Greece, which holds the UNSC Presidency this month.
« 35 T U A7 AT, S 37 AGT UNSC T 3reqaTdr H ET 8

Global calls for de-escalation

ARTF TAX W 91T FH FIA T 3rdier

* Mr. Guterres’s remarks were followed by several countries urging de-escalation and
diplomacy.

» IRH T o0t & a1e 8 AU F TG F FIA AR Feahfar 1 3rcfier |

* PM Modi has held meetings with military chiefs to discuss a possible strategy in response to
the Pahalgam attacks.

* TETAHA AIEY o7 AT WGT o AT GG §HA o STaTe H Teh HHTTAT I0TAfer o =il 1 |

» The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) told foreign envoys that the attack had “cross-
border linkages”.

- fa&er FaTerT (MEA) o facelt gl &t 9o i 38 gAa & “Hier 9) §9& £

» Defence Minister Rajnath Singh directly blamed Pakistan for “supporting, training and
funding” terrorist organisations.

« T&TT HAY TSI RAE & ferEdrer ov W " 3Tahr Goraat 1 gAd=, gfRreor stk R =1
3RIT ST |

Restraint appeals from other nations

g e § IH F ardieT

» Countries like the U.S., U.K., Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and the European Union have advised
restraint and avoiding broader conflict.

- AR, e, I3l arE, T 3R AT W S G2t o WIH Xl R S W @ e
B Feg &Y B

* On Monday, Malaysian PM Anwar Ibrahim issued a statement after speaking to Pakistani
PM Shehbaz Sharif, who cancelled his Malaysia visit.

* AIAGR FI AATAATE TUTHAHA 3TaT SHIRH o IITRTATAT TN AgaTsT ARF & a7 I &
a1e a1 ST foma, foiegiet AR amar gg Y & 2

» Malaysia offered to mediate between India and Pakistan, citing “close ties to both” and
hoped for a swift de-escalation.
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-ﬂﬂﬁﬂTﬁWﬁTW?@ﬂﬂWﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁ,%%ﬁg@%aﬁ?ﬁaﬂﬁﬁ"ﬁﬁ

daer § 3T S @ a9 FH 8 37 STas|

* Malaysia also supported an “independent and transparent” investigation into the
Pahalgam attack.

« HITAT 7 TEe9NH gHA T " Faad 3 IRgelt st & off gad= fomar|

» The MEA did not respond to questions on statements by the UN Secretary-General or the
Malaysian Prime Minister.

- e FATET A HgFT USE AT AT AARIATS qerreraa & q2= W) 1S gfafhar ae &

India's stance on international reactions

HARSAT FFAFRITHT I HRT T 37

* In a comment seen as directed at those counselling restraint, EAM S. Jaishankar said that
India seeks “partners” not “preachers”.

-mﬁmaﬁmﬁmﬁéﬁrmg, fader 7 TH. FHASHT 7 Fgl 6 HRT " ITAF"
&I 8T Sfoh "HIRAGRI" T Tl FIAT ¢ |

* He emphasized this particularly in reference to the expectations from Europe.

* 3ogiol 3 o1l 1 [AAT &9 @ JUT & 37T & et & SR fe|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488 P
Website : patrioticias.in -

Page2 6



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

w

patriotic [

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

The Huddle to discuss reimagining India’s federalism

S Paper |I: Federalism

SAMI-SABINSA
PSR G u e

THE HII\DU

INDIA IN DIALOGUE

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Federalism in the Indian
context has always been a
complex and contested
space, involving give and
take between the Centre
and the States.

Despite the constitu-
tional and regulatory fra-
meworks of the nation sup-
porting the division of
powers  between the
Centre and the States
through the Seventh Sche-
dule, specifying the Union,
State and Concurrent Lists,
pork barrel politics exerts
an outsize influence on go-
vernance decisions across
the board in the modern
era, and resource sharing
is often premised on curry-
ing political favour.

Beyond contestation in
the sphere of policymak-
ing, there is now an exis-
tential challenge to the re-

The Hindu Huddle 2025 is pre-
sented by Sami-Sabinsa Group

= Co-powered by: Government
of Karnataka, Government of
Telangana

= Associate partners: ONGC,
Presidency University, TAFE,
Akshayakalpa Organic

= Energy partner: Indian Oil
Corporation Limited

= Realty partner: Casagrand

presentational power of
States within the Indian
Union, specifically in the
Lok Sabha, in the form of a
future delimitation exer-
cise.

Will this exercise, now
gathering steam and likely
to be implemented in the
aftermath of the next Cen-
sus, lead to States that have
brought down their res-
pective population growth
rates face a reduction in
the number of MPs that

= Knowledge partner:
Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham

= State partner:
Meghalaya tourism

= Luxury car partner: Toyota

= Radio partner: Radio City

= Gift partner: Anand Prakash
= Broadcast partner: Times Now

= Outdoor media partner:
Signpost India

they can send to New Del-
hi? Will the fact that these
States have also broadly
been top performers in
terms of economic growth
and all-round develop-
ment be factored into the
calculation of how many
MPs will be assigned to
each of them?

In the arena of pure pol-

itics too, the intensity of

competition has reached
unprecedented levels, in
terms of the BJP seeking to

expand its already-broad
footprint into States such
as Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
West Bengal, and deepen
its grip on the political sys-
tem in States such as Kar-
nataka. Regional and other
Opposition political parties
in these States have offered
a stout defence of a diffe-
rent political ideology to
muscular nationalism. At
the heart of this hard-
fought political battle,
playing out in every consti-
tuency of India, is a deeper
question about identity
politics that goes to the ve-
ry soul of the pluralistic vi-
sion of Indian democracy -
will it remain a country
that tolerates diversity in
religion, language, caste,
and more, or will homoge-
nising socio-political forces
win the day?

To debate these trans-
formational questions at
the heart of India’s democ

racy, The Hindu Huddle,
which will be held in Ben-
galuru on May 9 and 10,
will host a panel of senior
Ministers to debate the top-
ic, “More than a sum of
parts: reimagining India’s
federalism”.

Helming this discussion
will be Palanivel Thiaga Ra-
jan, Minister of Informa-
tion Technology and Digi-
tal Services for Tamil
Nadu, Priyank Kharge, Mi-
nister for IT-BT, Rural De-
velopment and Panchayat
Raj for Karnataka, and P.
Rajeeve, Minister for Law,
Industries and Coir for Ker-
ala. Narayan Lakshman,
Curator of The Hindu Hud-
dle and Opinion Editor,
The Hindu, will moderate
the discussion.

If you have any ques-
tions that you would like
the moderator to ask the
panellists, write to hud-
dle@thehmdu co.in

The Huddle to Discuss Reimagining India’s Federalism

I F WEaTG $Y Jelshod«T 9 91 & fv gs

* Federalism in the Indian context has always been a complex and
contested space involving negotiations between the Centre and the

States.

« HRAT T3t & guarg g & v st 3k Raerue a7 wr , oad
&g 3T T F fi Aerdng enfAe wr

» Despite having constitutional and regulatory frameworks such as the Seventh Schedule,
which defines the Union, State, and Concurrent Lists, pork barrel politics still plays a
disproportionate role in governance.

et 2 §, T o Aeepsrmast Terelifer amae 7 Jreaflre gemma srorch 2|

* Resource sharing is often influenced by political favours, rather than objective
governance needs.

« FHTYAY T fAAI0T 3150 TST=Ifaes T&T9Td & 3R O 81T &, o fob a2 3reamia venafas
Tl & AR |

* There is now an existential challenge to the representational power of States in the Lok
Sabha, especially with the upcoming delimitation exercise.
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- 319 SArhEeT & A1 Y wfafafs afFa & aee v srffacaara gatd &, v smemeh
ARt i & Terd|

* This delimitation may be implemented after the next Census, and may reduce MPs for
States that have successfully controlled population growth.

- Ig HiATHT HHAT: 3TN SAAIOIAT & 1 3] [hT AT AR TE 37 AT & Hiwal Y &1
HCT Hehell ¢ Tololel STeTH&AT efer ol Ferrdy &9 & fiafad fhar g

» These same States are also top performers in economic growth and human development,

raising concerns about whether that will be considered during seat allocation.
« TR I 3w fasra 3R AT R & AT 7 977 Avs ygeiasdl 1 ¢, s Ig =idar 3odr
& for e 3ndes & 5@ ©u1 & @1 ST AT AT

Political Competition and Identity Politics

Tsfas gfavaat 3R gg=meT Y =T

* Political competition has intensified with the BJP expanding its reach into States like Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, and West Bengal, and tightening control in Karnataka.

- HTSTIT & AfReaTg, $ AR AR FaTTer S AT A 39 I Ters ¥ 3R FaATew A oA
Yeg Hrqd T &, T Wi gfaeas def 8 978 &

* Regional and Opposition parties have stood in defence of alternate ideologies,
challenging the muscular nationalism promoted by the BJP.

- 8N 3R fawadt gl o RheTard) framumsit 1 Tad T §U ST garT JaRd s
regaTe 1 Jollcll &1 B

» The deeper concern is whether India will continue as a pluralistic democracy or yield to
homogenising socio-political forces.

-wﬁw%%%wmwa@mmw@Hmmmﬁmm
ATFTT o 37T Sfeh SATTaT |

* At stake is India’s identity politics involving religion, language, caste, and culture, which
shape the soul of Indian democracy.

* G IR R T ggare Y Toreiifer & forae e, s, snfer 3k wepfar enfdver §, o e
ArraT Y ATAT FH IR T B

Panel Discussion at The Hindu Huddle

g g &= & Yerer ==
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* To discuss these transformational issues, The Hindu Huddle will be held in Bengaluru on
May 9 and 10.

» 3T URETAHRY Heal W 7= & fow g Rg g5 o1 3maieter 9 3R 10 7§ Y dereqe A fanan siwar|

» The panel discussion is titled: “More than a sum of parts: Reimagining India’s
Federalism”.

« YoTel Tl T fawa §: “Fel AT A 4AF: 4R & Foarg A qeahedar’ |

» Key speakers include Palanivel Thiaga Rajan, Minister of IT and Digital Services (Tamil
Nadu), Priyank Kharge, Minister for IT-BT and Panchayat Raj (Karnataka), and P. Rajeeve,
Minister for Law and Industries (Kerala).

* YAQ qFI3it # A 8 gafader R wsre (AfAe=g & Faar viegiirh &), fams g
(Feileeh & IT-BT 3N T=rad Tt #H4), 3R o [T (Fhel & Siefet 3R e #:0) |

* The discussion will be moderated by Narayan Lakshman, Curator of The Hindu Huddle and
Opinion Editor at The Hindu.

« T T ATl ARTIVT F&HOT HY31, 311 & g & g3 & ey 3 far dures &1
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World Bank official

to represent India at
IMF Executive Board

GS Paper Il: International
Institutions

NEW DELHI

Parameswaran lyer, Execu-
tive Director at the World
Bank, has been temporari-
ly entrusted with the res-
ponsibility of being India’s
nominee Director on the
Board of International Mo-
netary Fund (IMF) ahead
of a crucial May 9 meeting,
sources said.

Mr. Iyer’s nomination
was necessitated to fill a va-
cancy created with the ter-
mination of services of K.V.
Subramanian as the Execu-
tive Director at the IMF, six
months ahead of his three-
year tenure.

The government’s deci-
sion assumes significance
as the IMF Executive Board
will meet on May 9, to take
a call on a new $1.3 billion
loan under a climate resi-
lience loan programme,
along with the first review
of the ongoing $7 billion
bailout  package for
Pakistan.

India is making efforts
to corner Pakistan diplo-
matically and at various
global fora as New Delhi
believes its involvement in
the Pahalgam terror
attack.

According to sources,
had India not nominated
Mr. Iyer, the alternate Ex-
ecutive Director Haris-
chandra Pahath Kumbure
Gedara of Sri Lanka would

Address :
Email Id :

have discharged duties of
ED as per the rules of the
Washington-based multi-
lateral funding agency. The
Appointments Committee
of the Cabinet has termi-
nated Mr. Subramanian’s
services effective April 30,
2025. The reasons for his
exit have not been officially
announced.

According to the sourc-
es, Mr. Subramanian is
learnt to have raised ques-
tions about the IMF’s data-
sets, which did not go
down well in the corridors
of the multilateral agency.
In the past too, the IMF has
been unhappy with some
of his statements, especial-
ly related to India’s debt sit-
uation. Besides, the sourc-
es said, concerns were
raised over an “alleged im-
propriety” relating to the
promotion of his latest
book, India@100: Envi-
sioning Tomorrow’s Eco-
nomic Powerhouse.

World Bank Official to Represent
India at IMF Executive Board

ITETATEH HRIFR 915 H HRT FI
gfafafaca #39 gos dF iRl

- Parameswaran lyer, currently
Executive Director at the World Bank,
has been temporarily assigned the
responsibility of being India’s nominee
Director on the IMF Executive Board
ahead of the important meeting on
May 9.

o QYA WX, ST adATT A g dov &
FHHRT e §, F1 9 A 1 Ageaqol
doF @ g FTETHTE ISR 9 F

R F AT e & T & Irearf &7
¥ fagea A gl

* This nomination was needed to fill the vacancy
created by the termination of K.V. Subramanian,
who left his position six months before completing
his three-year term.

« Ig FATHe .. GIHAUIH I AT FHICT § Tl
RIFT F 31a & AT 39T 21, 3 319 T 1T &
FRIGTT ¥ g Aglel Ugd UG W g€ AT

* The government's decision is important as the IMF
Executive Board will meet on May 9 to consider a
new $1.3 billion loan under a climate resilience
programme, and also review the ongoing $7 billion
bailout package for Pakistan.

« GIHN I Ig fAUTT Ageaqut § i ImseATs

FEFR 1E 9 AL F doF HT oG $1.3 3RT &
SeTaTy rdteTdeT HOT FRHA 3R aifrear & faw
I 1§ $7 3RT & Sa13¢ SFar Hr gaher $r smwaf
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* India is making efforts to diplomatically isolate Pakistan on international platforms,
especially after India accused Pakistan of involvement in the Pahalgam terror attack.

« AR ARSI FT W AIfREaTeT it Fee s T IeT-TT I & T F @7 5, 9
Y H GEeTINTH TP g A IIfREdTeT I Hfcddr FT 3R o & 16|

« If Mr. lyer had not been nominated, then as per the rules of the Washington-based IMF, the
duties would have been handled by alternate Executive Director Harischandra Pahath
Kumbure Gedara of Sri Lanka.

- I AT 3R FT ATAT AL T AT, A aTireTest U SMETATSE & AT & HegaR, e &
dpfoas FRFRY fAders gReds 91T Fa¥ ASRT I Ig HRIHR FHTTT TS|

* The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet officially terminated Mr. Subramanian’s
services with effect from April 30, 2025.

- Afywse i fagfaa afafar a1 30 afdter 2025 @ gorrd &9 @ ot garwroTw H1 Ya13it Fr FACT F
feam

* The reasons for Mr. Subramanian's exit have not been officially announced yet.

« o FHAVIA & FEIT A1 HT FROT 3 e Itoaier & F a1 781 fram = g

* According to sources, Mr. Subramanian had reportedly questioned the IMF’s datasets, which
was not well-received within the IMF.

» IAT o AR, A GIATIH o AT §I ¥ FETATE & 3HH3T W HIT 31T &, ST JTETHTS &
iR 3=l aRE @ 1T o aram|

* In the past as well, the IMF had expressed dissatisfaction with some of Mr. Subramanian’s
public statements, especially regarding India’s debt situation.

- 589 gl 3 HETATE A At GIAVIHA & F6 WSS Tl 9 AT STATAT 4T, [y
R Y FoT AT T T |

+ Additionally, concerns were raised about an “alleged impropriety” connected to the
promotion of his latest book.

* S8 37eATAT, AP AdITdH JEdS F TIR ¥ FOT 0 “FH AT Hfaaffraar v o off Riare
EL IR

The Messaging from Putting the IWT in ‘Abeyance’
IWT & 'IELfare 3 & SeT Jaer

* On April 24, India announced that it would hold the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) of 1960 in
abeyance until Pakistan ceased its support for cross-border terrorism.
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« 24 378 Y, YR oF TVoT FI 7o 98 1960 F §3H arex A& (IWT) Y IFAAT 30 S doh
qifehEdTe AT IR ATdhdrg T THY ¢ sTaT hdT|
» The term “abeyance,” as used by the Government of India, suggests a temporary

suspension, leaving open the possibility of reinstatement should Pakistan take credible steps
to curb terrorism, particularly in light of the Pahalgam terror attack on April 22.

» IRl TN SaRT Tgebcl "HEL RN 2o 7 3719 & Ireurt faveraer, [Sa@ gt oy gl & Hetraein
Gell Wil & TS TIfehEcret 3Tcishale &1 FITId et & T oI &eH 3orel §, Iy &9 & 22 3r¥ter
Y YEAINH ATAHATE) gHA o TG H|

The Meaning of ‘Abeyance’
IEAFT T 3G

» The term “abeyance” finds no legal recognition under the IWT or the Vienna Convention on
the Law of Treaties, 1969 (VCLT).
« "IEAUTA" ereg T IWT AT 1969 F FASAIA IR FaIalr FFAT (VCLT) & Tl Flefall T el ool

gred g

* India is not a party to the VCLT, while Pakistan has signed it, but has not ratified it.
« {RA VCLT &I HGET e &, A feh TIfehediet of 38 gEareiRd farar g, aiferet 38 ol 781 & 81

* Unilateral suspension of treaty obligations, as implied by “abeyance,” lacks legitimacy under
customary international law and international water law that promotes water cooperation as
the fundamental norm of the international legal order.

« "3EATIA" & SN 3ot ST Acal T Tehel(whT fololelel FHECHL HATSERT Flefet IR HeTserT
STl STl o 6ol AT 6T TG &, S ITRATSEY Hlofell G F STl WEANT bl HA AGIGS
w9 F F¢1aT & &

* In the IWT, Articles XlI(3) and (4) stipulate that modifications or termination require a mutually
ratified treaty, which seems remote given the current India-Pakistan relationship.

« IWT &, 377e0g XII(3) 3R (4) 7 HevereT a1 FATCA & T Jraelt srepafea Wit &1 smaegehar
BIcl &, SiY IeTATe S-S el Al Y T §U & BT FHTEAT ST &

» The IWT’s specific provisions preclude unilateral suspension of substantive or procedural
obligations.

« IWT 1 f3frse graenat & gt a1 afsnar gatft affRcat 1 tehaiwr RAeas Vet = 8

* More broadly, in the VCLT, Articles 60, 61, and 62 permit suspension of a treaty only under
exceptional circumstances, such as material breach, impossibility of performance, or
fundamental change in circumstances, none of which India has formally invoked.

- VCLT &, 31Je0¢ 60, 61, 3R 62 el ATer o foiolslet oY 3eTATcY Shaer Jrameror aRFEufaat &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 2



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pal ala
www.patrioticias.in

Fr T AT 7 3RS 9 T 67 33T 5

* Therefore, India’s invocation of “abeyance” may be seen as a political signal rather than a
legally enforceable action, potentially putting procedural cooperation on hold.

- 3afAIT, HRA GaRT "3EATANT" &I Sooll Teh AT Fehel & ®9 H ST ST el §, o [ Hlsfsil
G 1] glel ATell ShINaTS & §9 H, ST Tiohar Hetly HgAer &l 3EArl &9 8§ Uesh il o

* In practical terms, by using abeyance, India can temporarily refuse to carry out all joint
mechanisms necessary for the treaty’s operation.

« SYTGEIReh &9 &, HEYTIN T 3TN leh, HRl G & FelTelel & TAT 3Taegs Tl Aeyfes aat
I TEURIT T H ] el H FoAeh L HehlT o |

* India can choose not to share details on water resource development projects on western
rivers and hydrological data crucial for flood forecasting, and planning for irrigation,
hydropower, and drinking water, potentially jeopardizing Pakistan’s water interests.

« AR IIRTHAT AfGTT W STer FaTe Rhrd aRAST3T X FIgRATioraher ST I ATST o el &l
fashed et Wehell ©, ST &g YA, 3R RS, Srafaega, 3 fia & arel &1 Jiere o7 & fow
FAgcaqu &, Torad IfehEdret & o &l st W g §eha 21

» Moreover, India could flush silt from its reservoirs without issuing any prior warning to
Pakistan.

- 38 AR, R 39T STenerdt & Frasg &l o1 arferedrst &t g I3 Fa=T1 f&T 987 FehelT 5

» On January 25, 2023, New Delhi issued a notice to Pakistan through the Indus
Commissioners, citing a material breach of the IWT.

« 25 STTa3T 2023 B, o5 feeall of TIfhEdlel I S37 HIAWRT & ATCIH T Tah Al STRT 1T,
TSE# IWT & AT IeesT & garer |

* India argued that Pakistan’s unilateral decision to approach the Permanent Court of
Arbitration violated the treaty’s dispute resolution mechanisms outlined in Articles VIII and
IX.

* 9T o g cieh 1T fob ITfeheciTet ohT TATRRY HETAAT AT H ST 3l Tehe (T 40T HiS
faraTe FaATUTE ol T SeeEe FIAT &, ST & 3ieTese VI AR IX & S I g |

* This time, New Delhi has invoked the Treaty as a counter-terrorism deterrent, opting for the
term “abeyance” rather than “suspension” or “termination”.

* 3 IR, 715 [eall of AT T 39T ATadharg e faR® & 7 #7 forar g, 3R 3T asg
FT T fhar g, o foh "ciee o @A
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Legal Questions Raised
3STT 31T FTefaAl T

* Article 60 of the VCLT allows for the termination or suspension of a treaty in response to a
material breach. Does Pakistan’s alleged support for cross-border terrorism not constitute
such a breach?

» VCLT & 3feJesse 60 # Tonelt ey o wamfeey am foreiaret 1 31e7aAfcy & Sircll &, St Wrerafies 3eeiesT
% STaTd H gIAT &1 AT GTfehedTal T HHAT IR ATdRaIG &7 ST GHAT VAT Seoltsd a1 872

« Similarly, Article 62 permits treaty suspension or withdrawal in the event of a fundamental
change in circumstances. Could the persistent threat to national security from cross-border
terrorism not fulfill this condition?

« 58T oG, 3HeTeeq 62 T o f¥eiael T Aoy i 3TATA &ar & Ife IR & gfaard sgama
81| & HIAT IR AMTcehate & TSE FI&T TR AR TT 3 2Ac T M ALT el 87
* Yet, these arguments hinge on untested legal interpretations, as neither the IWT nor

customary international law explicitly links terrorism to treaty obligations, risking escalation in
an already volatile bilateral relationship.

- AT &Y, & 7eh 3raRTETT Fepelt saTEAT3it oX 3MenRa &, #ifeh o o IWT 3R o & Feeadt
FHARTSENT FTeleT IHTciehdlG T WY SRl § T §9 § SIS 8, S gl @ &7 3 gfawefir
Y H e T WA 3cTo] A 8|
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The messaging from putting the INT in ‘abeyance’

n April 24, India announced that it
would hold the Indus Waters Treaty
(IWT) of 1960 in abeyance until
Pakistan ceased its support for
cross-border terrorism. The term “abeyance,” as
used by the Government of India, suggests a
temporary suspension, leaving open the
possibility of reinstatement should Pakistan take
credible steps to curb terrorism, particularly in
light of the Pahalgam terror attack, on April 22.

The meaning of ‘abeyance’

The term “abeyance” finds no legal recognition
under the IWT or the Vienna Convention on the
Law of Treaties, 1969 (VCLT). India is not a party
to the VCLT, while Pakistan has signed it, but has
not ratified it. Further, unilateral suspension of
treaty obligations, as implied by “abeyance,”
lacks legitimacy under customary international
law and international water law that promotes
‘water cooperation’ as the peremptory norm
fundamental to the international legal order.
Critically, in the IWT’s, Articles XI1(3) and (4)
stipulate that modifications or termination
require a mutually ratified treaty — a prospect
that seems remote given the current status quo
between India-Pakistan.

Thus, the IWT’s specific provisions preclude
unilateral suspension of substantive or
procedural obligations. More broadly, in the
VCLT, Articles 60, 61, and 62 permit suspension
of a treaty only under exceptional circumstances,
such as a material breach, impossibility of
performance, or a fundamental change in
circumstances, respectively — none of which
India has formally invoked. Therefore, India’s
invocation of “abeyance” may be seen as a
political signal rather than a legally enforceable
action, potentially putting procedural
cooperation on hold. In practical terms, by using
abeyance, India can temporarily refuse to carry
out all joint mechanisms necessary for the
treaty’s operation. India can choose not to share
details on water resource development projects
on western rivers and hydrological data crucial
for flood forecasting and planning for irrigation,
hydropower and drinking water that could
jeopardise Pakistan’s water interests, internal
water planning and water security, temporarily if
not permanently. Moreover, India could flush silt
from its reservoirs (which also requires reservoirs
to be filled) without issuing any prior warning to
Pakistan.

On January 25, 2023, New Delhi issued a notice
to Pakistan through the Indus Commissioners,
citing a material breach of the IWT. India argued
that Pakistan’s unilateral decision to approach the
Permanent Court of Arbitration violated the
treaty’s dispute resolution mechanisms outlined
in Articles VIIT and IX. This time, New Delhi has
invoked the Treaty as a counter-terrorism
deterrent, opting for the term “abeyance” rather
than “suspension” or “termination”.

This choice raises pertinent questions. Article
60 of the VCLT allows for the termination or
suspension of a treaty in response to a material
breach. Does Pakistan’s alleged support for
cross-border terrorism not constitute such a
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breach? Likewise, Article 62 permits treaty
suspension or withdrawal in the event of a
fundamental change in circumstances. Could the
persistent threat to national security from
cross-border terrorism not fulfil this condition?
Yet, these arguments hinge on untested legal
interpretations, as neither the IWT nor
customary international law explicitly links
terrorism to treaty obligations, risking escalation
in an already volatile bilateral relationship.

Abeyance as a two-level game

The decision to use “abeyance” likely arises from
strategic and tactical considerations. First, India’s
Cabinet Committee on Security may have opted
for abeyance as a cautious step to address public
sentiment quickly and offer solace to grieving
families. The limited time to fully evaluate the
legal and diplomatic implications may have
influenced this decision. Second, abeyance may
also reflect a calculated move to relieve itself from
the continuous legal objection it had witnessed
vis-a-vis the construction of run-of-the-river
projects planned on western rivers. India could
leverage this pause to consolidate its rights to
optimally use its entitled water usage allocations
in western and eastern rivers, particularly
through infrastructure projects that enhance its
control over the Indus waters. However, this
strategy risks escalating tensions, as Pakistan,
heavily dependent on the Indus waters, is already
viewing such actions as an ‘act of war’ and a
direct threat to its water security.

The choice of terminology is even more critical
given Pakistan’s current instability. With the
military losing the support of the youth since
Imran Khan’s imprisonment and its attempts to
internationalise the Kashmir issue during the U.S.
Vice-President’s India visit, Pakistan’s political
and economic instability is even more visible.
This uncertainty makes it challenging for New
Delhi to navigate relations with a state in turmoil.
Did India fully account for this while formulating
the decision announced by the Foreign
Secretary? In such a context, can the abeyance of
the IWT genuinely exert meaningful pressure on
Pakistan? More fundamentally, will leveraging the
IWT as a tool to compel Pakistan to end its
support for cross-border terrorism prove effective
atall?

It is widely acknowledged that Pakistan, as a
failing state, is unlikely to comply with India’s
demands. By invoking “abeyance”, India may buy
time to pursue domestic goals, particularly
advancing water infrastructure projects on the
western and eastern rivers. Many of these
projects, including the Kishenganga, Baglihar,
and Ratle hydel projects, have faced significant
delays due to Pakistan’s legal interventions. This
move could provide India with the leverage
needed to expedite such initiatives. While the
Kishenganga and Baglihar were eventually
resolved, projects such as Tulbul-Navigation and
Ratle remain uncertain. These long-standing
tensions, along with the 2021 Parliamentary
Committee’s emphasis on the need for
infrastructure to fully utilise India’s allocated
waters, mark a critical inflexion point. However,

Abeyance as a Two-Level Game

gAdIT-FaT W & T H FAIA (Abeyance)

- The decision to use “abeyance” likely stems from both strategic and
tactical considerations.
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questions persist about the feasibility of such
projects, especially regarding environmental
clearances.

In the weeks and months ahead, we could
witness a complex interplay of domestic and
international strategies, or a “two-level game”,
between India and Pakistan. Both nations must
manage domestic expectations, engage
diplomatically to safeguard their interests, and
justify their actions as victories. For India,
invoking the IWT in “abeyance” serves dual
purposes: domestically, it demonstrates a firm
stance against terrorism, aligning with public
sentiment and reinforcing national security
priorities. Internationally, it signals India’s
frustration with Pakistan’s alleged support for
terrorism. But could there be more to this
strategy?

Ramifications for India

While in India, the decision has resonated
emotionally with the public and garnered
widespread political support, it risks
overshadowing the more profound implications
of such a strategy. On the global stage, unilaterally
violating the IWT could lead to India facing the
Permanent Court of Arbitration or the
International Court of Justice, damaging its
credibility as a responsible international actor.
However, domestically, the strategy raises critical
questions about the balance between national
security and ecological prudence. The rush to
fast-track water infrastructure projects, ostensibly
to strengthen India’s water rights, risks bypassing
essential public and environmental scrutiny. Such
actions could have dire consequences in the
biodiversity-rich and seismically sensitive Indus
basin. Weaponising water resources as a strategic
tool may provide short-term leverage but could
inadvertently harm India, undermining the
foundational principles of democratic governance
and constitutional integrity.

At the same time, public sentiment demands a
stronger stance against Pakistan, with some
public intellectuals advocating escalated military
actions akin to the surgical strikes of 2016 and
2019. While such actions might serve as
immediate displays of strength, they do not
address the root cause of cross-border terrorism.
The challenge lies in navigating a path that
satisfies national sentiment while ensuring
long-term stability and security. New Delhi must
carefully craft its narrative and future
on-the-ground steps around the IWT abeyance,
ensuring that India aligns with broader
geopolitical goals and has a sound legal basis
within the IWT framework.

Actions taken must reflect strategic foresight,
aiming to pressure Pakistan into reevaluating its
stance on cross-border terrorism while avoiding
harm to India’s own ecological and social fabric.
The focus should remain on measures that
strengthen India’s position as a responsible global
power, leveraging its democratic values and
environmental stewardship. This would uphold
India’s international standing, ensuring that its
actions do not inadvertently harm the region that
it seeks to protect.
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* India’s Cabinet Committee on Security may have used this approach
to quickly address public sentiment and provide solace to grieving
families.

* HITCT <hY FR&T ATHAT Y ARATNT AFATT F Ig FeHt STeTar Y stra=Tm HY
offer Faflra w3 3 Awre IRERT Ft Aicaar & & fAT v @ aFar
gl

» There may not have been sufficient time to evaluate legal and diplomatic consequences
thoroughly.

« HTad: FTefeit AR Feehifaaw TROMAT 1 U A6 @ Fediehe el & Tl gATed THT 6T 2T

» Abeyance could help India relieve itself from legal objections related to run-of-the-river
projects on western rivers.

» IE TYITA R T g Afeat o To-3i7-5-Raw gt & o[ FrepEh smafat & wea
feellel & Ace F AhdT gl

* This pause can allow India to consolidate its rights and optimally use allocated water from
western and eastern rivers.

- I AU 9 1 3r9ar HTAFRT 1 Ggg Ao 3R afvash ik bt afet @ smafea sa
HaleTA 3TAT FX ¥ AT & Hehel B

* However, this strategy risks escalating tensions with Pakistan, which sees such moves as
an “act of war” threatening its water security.

- ETeliTeh, T8 U IRFECTA & T qaATa Y 96T hell &, S 57 el ol " Jau i FiYars” 3R
3T SreT G&T & fore @ Al 81

Context of Pakistan’s Internal Instability

qTfeRdTer Y AR 3rfeuar Fr qeasfa

+ Pakistan’s instability is worsening, with the military losing youth support post Imran
Khan’s imprisonment.

- TfFEaTer Y HTEUTAT Tl ST Y &, WA SAU @Tet 1 FRFardy & are Ae7 qadsr 7 gaait
$ firae 11
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* Pakistan is also trying to internationalise the Kashmir issue, notably during the U.S. Vice-
President’s visit to India.

 OTTehEcTeT FRHAR HEE HT HATSEIIHIT el e HITALT Y TET &, Ty &7 & 3R
Iqrsgufa i HRT IMET & GRI |

» These factors make it difficult for India to formulate policies toward a state in turmoil.

- 57 IRTEUTIAT 7 HRA & Torw 3rena g & i S sarer et g srar gl

« It raises the question: Did India fully consider Pakistan’s instability before the Foreign
Secretary’s announcement?

« g ATl 35T & AT 9RA = fager afa # ahyorm & uga mifFEart @ ffRar s g g 8
&1 H TQ@1?

» Can abeyance of the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) truly put meaningful pressure on Pakistan?
- 7 TR el WY (IWT) 7 TTeT aTeera 7 WIfREedeT OX W qara ool Hhell 372

» Will using the IWT to curb cross-border terrorism be an effective tool?

« T IWT T IR-EYAT ATdFaE QFa F fT gRAIR & TT H 3UJNT HIAT HTET TTfad grem?

India’s Domestic Priorities and Delays

HRS T °e] TATAFATT 3T IRAS=mat 7 3

* Pakistan is seen as a failing state, unlikely to meet India’s counter-terrorism demands.
* QTfRECTST Y Teh AWl IS AT ST T@T 5, ToTed HR T iTeisrarg faief A1 gl glet dhr
THTGAT 181 ¢

* India may use “abeyance” to advance water infrastructure projects, especially on the
western and eastern rivers.

» TR “3HEIT" T ST FT TehelT § 1feh a8 TRa#HT 31 gff Afeat o srer srawiwaan
TRANSTAT3MT Y 3T FaT Toh |

* Projects like Kishenganga, Baglihar, and Ratle faced significant delays due to Pakistan’s
legal challenges.

« frereTeraT, FareliEgR, 31X Taer SIE aRATSTATT arfrareT it Fregeit 3mafaat & wRoT ik 7 &
[LEIECEER]

* While Kishenganga and Baglihar were eventually completed, Tulbul Navigation and Ratle
remain uncertain.

- gTeiifeh frereraiam 3R FereligR 3iciet: qof gU, Ferger Afarerar 3R Teer TRAISIAT 318 off
IfARTa T g &
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* The 2021 Parliamentary Committee stressed the need to fully utilize allocated water
through better infrastructure.

- 2021 Y FEEGE FIATY F AR T FT IO 3YAT e & T 9§ IFqEITIAT Y ITaRISHAT
W g feam |

« Still, concerns remain about feasibility and environmental clearances for such large-scale
projects.

- T &, ey 2 ARSIt i sqagrdar AR aHaoiT Fsl 1 e AT 5= €5 &

Two-Level Game of Domestic and Global Strategy

e 3R ARTF wrEfa #1 @da-ralw @«

* In the coming period, we may see a complex interaction of domestic pressures and
international diplomacy.

« 37TY Aol AL 3 g3 W] qaral 3 HAASET Feahifar & ey sifeer e fvam & &t 81

* Both countries must satisfy domestic constituencies, engage diplomatically, and frame
actions as strategic wins.

« ST ST T e IARTIT T FAT e, Fewlifarer Ware FHIAT g1, 3R 3791 e AT ol [WreAfas
ST & T H FEI BT BT |

* For India, putting IWT in abeyance shows a firm stance against terrorism, aligning with
public sentiment and security goals.

« R & fAT IWT T TR T ATciehare F FReTh FOR T@ @1 8, S et straan 3y geam
&l & 37TET &

* Internationally, it signals India’s frustration over Pakistan’s support for terrorism.

« TSI TR R Ig HRA ST GIFhEdTe & ATddhdig FAST T 3l ARTSTA F &20idT &1

Ramifications for India
ART 9T AT

* Domestically, the move has garnered emotional and political support.

* T TR T 3H HGH T HIaATeHF 3R Tsreiifors woder fFom g

* However, violating IWT unilaterally may lead India to face the Permanent Court of
Arbitration or the International Court of Justice.

« gTeliTeh, TTE IR IWT T THaThI Seatd Pl ¢, dl 38 T Yo #ATATrT IT ARSI
SATATTT ST FTHAT AT IS HehTl B
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* This could damage India’s credibility as a responsible international actor.

« S AR AT T AR Ha@redT afFa & w9 7 9 1 qg’u HhdaT gl

» Domestically, fast-tracking water projects might bypass environmental and public
scrutiny, risking the Indus basin’s ecosystem.

« B TR R, I STt aRANSTATHT 3T Segarsit 3 Y I 3141, o 368 Adsifas 3K
yaTaRoitr efter $t serewt gf Tand ¢, o iy ardt i ik RPu e w1 @aw gt @@ 5

* Weaponising water may yield short-term strategic gains, but it could also harm India’s
democratic governance and environmental integrity.

« STl Y AR FATAT 3TeThiforeh 0TI AT & ThdT §, olfched ST TR Y Alhdie AT
sqaEdT 3R TATERoii rEsar S JHAr qg’u ghdr g

Need for Strategic Foresight
YOI g foe #r TarTHhdl

* Public sentiment in India is demanding tougher responses like surgical strikes (2016 and
2019).

« YR H ST HTGT FOR FfATHAT I ART I @I &, 18 Tk 2016 3R 2019 F Tiokhe FEBEF|

» However, such actions may not address the root causes of cross-border terrorism.

* fehel S8 YR T FRATSAT IR-HIAT HTAFATG & HA FROI 1 761 Folsiel o |

* India must balance national sentiment with the need for long-term regional stability and
security.

« TR T TS Tarett 3R Qrefamfor sy Reuar sitt geat & e lelet Sttt g1 |

» Any steps on the IWT should be backed by a clear legal framework and geopolitical
alignment.

« IWT W 15 3 heH TISE Feall ST 3R ISR T&T @ AT GeAT AR |

* India’s actions must reflect strategic foresight, not just emotional or reactive decisions.

« IR & FHeA! # Fdel HaATcHS AT TfAfharcHs 181, afeh orEifas gfte ews @iz

» The goal should be to pressure Pakistan on terrorism without damaging India’s ecological
and social fabric.

» 3ECRT IE Bl AMBT foh SR YIFRETeT UX HTAHAIG & Hee I Gad FT, Afohed 3r9a
TRl 3R Ao aa-ara # afa 7 ag |

* India should project itself as a responsible global power, respecting democratic values and
environmental stewardship.
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Detammg non-citizens and the rule of law

[GS Paper II: Citizenship

n India, people who are
deemed non-citizens can be
detained under the National
Security Act, 1980, and the
Foreigners Act, 1946. Detained
non-citizens can spend years in
detention camps, enduring
uncertainty and harsh conditions.

The Assam experience

In Assam, 19 lakh people have
been stripped of their citizenship
in the compilation of the National
Register of Citizens (NRC). Many
people stripped of their
citizenship through this process
have been detained. Most of these
‘non-citizens’ cannot be removed
from India - because they have
lived their entire lives in India,
with no meaningful or continuing
ties to any other nation. They were
stripped of their citizenship
through unfair procedures. They
were required to prove their
citizenship through documentary
proof of their family’s residence in
India before 1971, even though
these documents are inaccessible
to many and may be lost or
destroyed in flood-prone Assam.
Many of their documents were
rejected because of misspellings or
different versions of names, even
though variations like this are
common throughout India.

The arbitrary and indefinite
detention of non-citizens in India,
including those who have been
stripped of citizenship by the NRC,
was challenged in the Supreme
Court in Rajubala Das v Union of
India (2020). Similar proceedings
in Australia in NZYQ v Minister for
Immigration, Citizenship and
Multicultural Affairs (2023) led the
High Court to prohibit the
indefinite detention of
non-citizens where there is no
realistic prospect of their removal
from Australia, upholding
important constitutional limits on
the deprivation of liberty.
Whether there are similar limits
on India’s ability to detain
non-citizens has important
implications for the rule of law
and the judiciary’s independence.

In Indian law, the principal
basis for depriving a person of

Douglas
McDonald-Norman

PhD candidate at the
University of New
South Wales

Assam’s
immigration
detention
regime is not
just a threat to
the liberty and
well-being of
those caught up
within it; it also
raises important
questions of
constitutional
principles

their liberty — even if it is not the
only basis — is where that person
has been found guilty of a criminal
offence and sentenced by a court,
or where they have been detained
pending trial and sentence. That
is, they have been detained by, or
in connection with, the exercise of
judicial power.

Being deprived of liberty is
hence ordinarily a form of
punishment. There are some
reasons why a person may be
detained other than as
punishment; the most obvious
example is preventive detention
under Article 22 of the
Constitution. But it is an important
part of India’s common law
heritage, as in Australia, that these
purposes are limited and
constrained, including under
Article 22 itself. A person cannot
be detained for any reason
whatsoever. There are also some
circumstances in Indian law where
judicial power may be exercised
by a body other than the courts,
such as by tribunals. But the
power to detain is under the
control and supervision of the
nation’s courts.

A violation of principles
Non-citizen detention in its
current form in Assam violates
these principles. Those detained
have not been convicted of or
charged with any crime or
sentenced to any term of
imprisonment. It cannot seriously
be claimed that they are being
detained for the purpose of
removing them from India. In
response to questions asked in the
Assam Legislative Assembly, it was
acknowledged that only 26
declared foreigners have been
deported since 2017 - despite the
fact that, as of December 31, 2023,
over 1,59,353 people had been
declared foreigners by the State’s
Foreigners Tribunals. More
recently, the Centre has informed
the Supreme Court that 13 more
Bangladeshi nationals have been
deported. But only a tiny fraction
of those detained, much less those
stripped of citizenship, has been
removed from India. Most

Detaining Non-Citizens and the Rule of Law

non-citizens detained cannot be
removed because they are citizens
of no other country, and no other
country will accept them.

No legitimate reason

In recent orders in Rajubala Das,
the Supreme Court has ordered
that deportation be commenced
even without verifying detainees’
addresses in the country to which
they are being deported. This is no
answer to this dilemma. In order
to remove a detainee, their
nationality will have to be verified
and the country to which they are
deported must to be willing to
accept them. The detainees will
have to be provided travel
documents which will allow them
to enter that country. But none of
this can happen for detainees who
have no other country to call
home. In Australia, people in a
similar position — that is, people
who have no realistic possibility of
being removed from Australia —
cannot be detained, because their
detention would not serve any
legitimate purpose.

Non-citizens are hence not
detained as punishment, or
pending trial, or for removal from
India, or for any other recognised
‘preventive’ purpose — or in
accordance with any safeguard on
preventive detention under Article
22 of the Constitution. They are
merely detained for the purpose
of being detained. That is not a
recognised or legitimate reason for
depriving a person of their liberty
under Article 21, regardless of
whether that person is a citizen or
a non-citizen.

Assam’s immigration detention
regime is hence not just a threat to
the liberty and well-being of those
caught up within it; it raises
important questions of
constitutional principle. The
deprivation of liberty has
traditionally been recognised as a
power to be exercised and
controlled by the courts.

If the executive and the
legislature encroach upon the
traditional role of the courts, this
poses a real threat to the rule of
law.
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A-aATIRT Y ARFAY R Frefe 7 AT

« In India, people who are deemed non-citizens can be detained under
the National Security Act, 1980, and the Foreigners Act, 1946.

« 4R #, o IR A1 S 8, 37¢ U gaw sfafawa, 1980
3 el arftfas, 1946 & dea fevraa F fom s w@wvar 81

* Detained non-citizens can spend years in detention camps, facing uncertainty and harsh
conditions.

- iRTrga & fov 1w I-a9Re F€ @rer 3 Fat & a1 goa &, S6r 3+¢ rfafaaarn ik sfea
gRfeufaat &1 T Far gsar gl

The Assam Experience
A FT HeqHT

* In Assam, 19 lakh people were stripped of their citizenship during the compilation of the
National Register of Citizens (NRC).

« WA H, 19 AT AT AL ARTRS IAFET (NRC) o Heholel oh GIRTT 3T ARTRSAT & afd
X Gu |

» Many of those stripped of citizenship were detained.

« [T St 1 AT S 718, 397 F s I {ad & forar ar=m)

* Most of these 'non-citizens' cannot be removed from India, as they have lived their entire
lives in India and have no ties to any other country.

« SoTH A TR I-ARTRGT T R & A6 A1 fARToT ST HFhT, FhiTeh o601 3T G Sitaed
AR A foamm & 3R et 317w <o O IS dae Agr g

+ Citizenship was removed through unfair procedures, requiring people to prove family
residence in India before 1971 using documents often inaccessible, lost, or damaged in
flood-prone Assam.

« AR 1 IR Ifsmanait & Areas @ S ar, g ofielt i 1971 @ ggat 7R # IRar
o TAQTE T FHTOT TEIT el T, STafeh A SEATIST 3FAR YIS, I[HA, AT S1G-9aOT JHA H oI5 &
Th B &

* Documents were rejected due to misspellings or name variations, which are common in
India.
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Legal Challenges and Judicial Concerns

» The indefinite and arbitrary detention of non-citizens, including NRC-stripped individuals,
was challenged in the Supreme Court in Rajubala Das v Union of India (2020).

» NRC & ARl T e chieherdl Afget I-aAmTRenl i srfaiaaerreiter iR Aeamed e
TSTATET G ST 9R | (2020) AT 3 FHleT HIE 3 FeAlclr & 15|

* In Australia, a similar case (NZYQ v Minister, 2023) resulted in a ban on indefinite detention
of non-citizens without realistic removal prospects.

« JrEETorT 3T IRE F U AT (NZYQ T Fll, 2023) F IA-ARTR F¥ srfaRadswrels
RIEd IR IfAEY 91T I, ITE 35¢ §ETT SATet Y S IEATAS GHTGAT 7767 ¢ |

* Whether India has similar constitutional limits is important for the rule of law and
judiciary's independence.

- T AR # T Ol € wdenfarw @Al §, I8 FreTe F 4w 3R Faraifet # FadEar & o
HAgcaqoT &

Basis of Deprivation of Liberty in Indian Law
HRAT Flefet A TIAAAT A ST FT FT MU

* In India, deprivation of liberty is typically based on being found guilty of a criminal offence,
or detained pending trial.

« IR &, TqAAAT A IRT AT 3MHAR W IS gIaT § ST fhEY St 3Tafere 3r93rer T Y oram
ST § 3T 9 AFeA & wfed W@ da Rawad # giar g

* Punishment is the ordinary reason for detention, though preventive detention is also allowed
under Article 22 of the Constitution.

« TRRIHT &7 AT FHROT AT 31T &, FTeifes fardy Rraa 1 @i & sgede 22 & d6d
A & S §

* Preventive detention powers are limited and constrained even under Article 22.

« HEDE 22 & I 8 Hfard e i AafFaar AT ik afa &)
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+ Judicial power to detain is under the supervision of courts, even if exercised by tribunals.
- fetraa & =l afFa =Tt Y IR 7 w8, 718 ag ftrERon g & &t 7 ey dr
S|

Violation of Constitutional Principles in Assam
3rqA # waurfaw fAgurdl w1 3eeas

* Detainees in Assam have not been convicted, charged, or sentenced, yet they are
imprisoned.

- 379A H fErad # forw 37w et o gt A€t sgram a4, R A€ frar =, ar de F@ & g,
R 87 3o St & IW@T AT ¢

* Only 26 declared foreigners were deported since 2017, despite 1,59,353 people being
declared foreigners as of 31 December 2023.

« 2017 A oo 26 N faeeh & Faf@a v aw, Sefe 31 ffFex 2023 T 1,59,353 &er 3l
BN fohT ST o 8

» The Centre recently informed the Supreme Court that 13 more Bangladeshis have been
deported.

» &g, TN o T 61 7 FoTeA I T I 1 13 31t aiveneeft smerReat &1 faifaa fomam o 1

» Most detainees cannot be removed because they are stateless and no country is willing to
accept them.

« 3rfArpTer RRUAT & AT 7T AT Y g7 AGT I b Fifh o fRHY o1 & ARINE AgT £ 3 PE
ofY 3o 37¢ TR AdT T @I

Lack of Legitimate Purpose for Detention

fatrara & forw der 3ggey &1 399

» The Supreme Court ordered deportation without verifying the detainees' addresses in the
country of deportation.

- ol I o fovaTaer a1 3eer o, far o siter o Toter ot 31 358 8191 17 ¥@T © g1 3eTehr et
Fa1 gl

* Deportation requires verified nationality, willingness of receiving country, and travel
documents — all impossible for stateless detainees.

« foreTeret & forw gt #r a18 ArTRear, TSR FTe arek §2r hr @gAfd, 3R I gxarasat
TTRAT Bl § — I ARTRST [Agie Rrafaat & o s g
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* In Australia, similar detainees cannot be detained, as detention would serve no legitimate
purpose.

- sirefarT 3, U9 Rt 1 R ¥ 7t TET o W, FifE suw A der sdeT g AT
g

Violation of Article 21 and Rule of Law
3TeDG 21 3R FT & AT FT Ieads

* Non-citizens in Assam are not detained as punishment, pending trial, removal, or under
preventive detention safeguards.

« 3TH H IR-FATETRDT T FAT, HFeA, gera, A1 Ffard R F o 39rt & dgc fwa &
Ter forar s g1

* They are detained merely for being detained, which is not a legitimate reason under Article
21.

« 3o¢ ol et H T@e # forw Roraa # o 7 8, S 3regeds 21 & dgd dY FROT A B

* Assam’s immigration detention regime poses a threat to both individual liberty and
constitutional principles.

« 37H $T JaTHT BRI GO o Shael TR FaaTal o HAUT=S fAgHial & forw &
T gl

* Deprivation of liberty is a power traditionally exercised and controlled by the courts.

* TIAFAT § AT AT Ueh AT & o1 ITORIETT €9 8§ FARITeAT SaRT 91T 3R fAaf3a frar
ST &l

* Executive and legislative encroachment on this judicial power threatens the rule of law.

- 30 # AT AfFa W FrparfaeT 3R e w1 srfawaor w6 & o & v @ar |
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Remembering the struggle: Army personnel march during the c ions of Day, which c the formation of the State in 1960, at Shivaji Park, in Mumbai, on May 1. PTI
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Samyukta Maharashtra: how a linguistic
movement built a State

Maharashtra Day has been celebrated since 1960 on May 1, along with International Labour Day. Looking back at the history of the formation of the
State, one must acknowledge the contribution of Lokshahir Annabhau Sathe and Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

|GS Paper II: State Reorganization |
Nikhil Sanjay-Rekha Adsule

he Punjab Mail to Delhi was

bustling with the inspiring tune

of Lavani “Majhi maina gavavar

rahili,” composed by Lokshahir
Annabhau Sathe. Senior freedom fighter
Vithabai led the chorus, enthusiastically
accompanied by Comrades Ahilya
Ranganekar and Tara Reddy. This
episode, described in Meena Deshpande’s
classic novel, Hutatma (martyr), shows
the passion and force of the Marathi
people in envisioning the
cultural-linguistic goal of a ‘Samyukta
Maharashtra’ (Unified Maharashtra),
realising the dream of the King of Ryots,
the Kulwadi Bhushan — Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj. It aligned with Shivaji’'s
vision of Maharashtra Dharma, first
illustrated in the Mahikavati Bakhar of the
15th century.

Today, along with International Labour
Day, Maharashtra Day has been
celebrated since 1960 on May 1. To better
understand the cultural-linguistic concept
of Samyukta Maharashtra, two key
aspects of the movement need to be
analysed — Lokshahir Annabhau Sathe’s
contribution and the role of Dr.
Ambedkar and his Scheduled Caste
Federation (SCF).

History of the movement

The Gandhian promise of the linguistic
reorganisation of States was not fulfilled
in the case of the Marathi-speaking public
by any of the committees including the
Dhar Commission, the JVP Committee,
and the Fazl Ali Commission. The
Congress leaders, playing with Marathi
people’s sentiments, sidelined the fair
demand for the linguistic creation of a
Samyukta Maharashtra encompassing
Mumbai, Vidarbha, Marathwada,
Belgaum, Karwar, and Nippani. This
understanding was democratically

reached under the aegis of the Samyukta
Maharashtra Samiti, headed by Keshavrao
Jedhe, and which included stalwarts like
S. M. Joshi. They took into cognisance the
earlier agreed Nagpur Pact of 1953,
improving on the Akola Pact of 1947.

In 1954, the RSS supremo, M. S.
Golwalkar, at the Anti-Provincial
Conference, echoed the sentiments of the
Bombay Citizens Committee, helmed by
the Gujarati-speaking elites, who were
opposed to the idea of a Samyukta
Maharashtra.

It was later Indira Gandhi who nudged
the then reluctant Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru to accept the demand
for a Samyukta Maharashtra, which
includes Mumbai, due to the following
events — the resignation of Union Finance
Minister C. D. Deshmukh, the loss of lives
of more than 100 Marathi activists to state
brutality, and the Congress debacle in the
State during the 1957 elections.

The cultural ethos

The fiery Acharya Atre, whose
newspapers, Navayug and Mahrattha,
were the movement’s voice, shed tears
hearing the famous poet Shailendra’s
song for the movement. The lyrics of the
song announced, “Rise, Maratha! The
times will change. The storm has risen.
And it will calm down only after taking
Bombay with it. «

Neera Adarkar and Meena Menon have
highlighted that these shahirs played a
critical role in mobilising the
Marathi-speaking masses. Here,
Lokshahir Annabhau Sathe’s role was
extremely significant. Annabhau was a
folk artist, writer, and social worker.
‘Through the Lal Bavta Kalapathak (Red
flag cultural squad), he and his comrades
mobilised masses from the rural areas,
garnering their support for the Samyukta
Maharashtra movement. Their role can be
understood through Jiirgen Habermas’s

theory of communicative rationality,
which focuses on the deliberative
democratic model which is open,
meaningful, constructive, and uses
critical conversations to reach a
consensus. In his lokanatya (a form of
theatre), ‘Majhi Mumbai®, he presents this
communicative rationality, foregrounding
a discussion between a Marathi person
named Vishnu and a bourgeois character,
Munim. When Munim asks, “Why should
Mumbai be given to Maharashtra?”
Vishnu answers, “Just like an eagle has
wings and a tiger has claws, just like that,
Mumbai is for Maharashtra.”

His famous composition, ‘Majhi Maina
Gavavar rahili’, became an anthem of the
movement. While the state tried to crush
his spirit, Annabhau kept the momentum
going. He and his comrades successfully
engendered fraternity between different
classes, transcending gender and caste
boundaries, to build an associated
linguistic vision of Samyukta Maharashtra
with Mumbai being its core.

The role of Ambedkar

Prabodhankar Thackrey, in his
autobiography, Majhi Jeevangatha, recalls
his meeting with Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, who
promised that his party, the SCF, would
stand with the Samyukta Maharashtra
movement.

Ambedkar was one of the first people
to have perspicacity on the Samyukta
Maharashtra issue. He submitted his
scholarly views before the Dhar
Commission. And for the first time, the
resolution for a Samyukta Maharashtra
was brought to the Bombay Corporation
by his party, the SCF, in 1948. His party

also seconded the resolution on the same,

brought by Acharya Atre, in the Bombay
Corporation. He emphasised that
linguistic reorganisation can accord
cultural specificity, social plurality, and a
democratic polity, strengthening

federalism. During the general elections
in 1951, he asserted the idea of a
Samyukta Maharashtra which includes
Mumbai.

Incidentally, in 1956, Ambedkar sent a
telegram to Jawaharlal Nehru expressing
his indignation with the proposed
reorganisation of states in Parliament. He
was unwavering in his belief that Mumbai
was for Maharashtra only.

Ambedkar clearly articulated his
position on the need for a Samyukta
Maharashtra in Parliament, newspapers,
and public gatherings. He analysed the
issue in three different books — States and
Minorities, Need for Checks and Balances,
and Thoughts on Linguistic States. In
Maharashtra as a Linguistic Province
(1948), Ambedkar argues that State
formation based on language cultivates
social unity and strengthens democracy.
He views the concept of Samyukta
Maharashtra, including Mumbai, not from
the standpoint of mere geography but as
an opportunity to establish social and
economic democracy. Even after his
death, his party supported the Samyukta
Maharashtra movement in the 1957
elections, and members of the SCF, like B.
K. Gaikwad, B. C. Kamble, and others,
remained key players of the movement.
Thus, Dr. Ambedkar used his unique
blend of theory and praxis for the
movement.

The end of this linguistic-cultural
movement was reached when, on May 1,
1960, the State of Maharashtra, with
Mumbai as its capital, was formed. In that
atmosphere of jubilation, somewhere, the
following lines of poet Vinda Karandikar
reverberated, remembering the sacrifices
of the people: “For the liberation of
people, There is still one more battle to
go; And whose soul is one, These people
are immortal.”

Nikhil Sanjay-Rekha Adsule is a senior
research scholar at IT-Delhi

Samyukta Maharashtra: How a Linguistic Movement Built a
State

HYFA AGRISE: HH Tk HTITS ATCTeleT o Teh AT Y alta @)

Maharashtra Day and Cultural-Linguistic Legacy
wgRrsg fiaw 3R aregfas-amars fRvwa

* Maharashtra Day has been celebrated since 1960 on May 1, along
with International Labour Day.

HERTSE faa@ 1 AE, 1960 ¥ T ATl HAWSEIT Felgy faad & | AT
STaT gl
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* To understand the formation of Maharashtra, one must acknowledge the contribution of
Lokshahir Annabhau Sathe and Dr. B. R. Ambedkar.

« HERTSE & 1357 T TAST o ol AVHATER VOIS ATS 3R 3T, AT HATHT & TG
AT &t glat |

Cultural Resonance and Literary References

ArEpfaew T AR arfefcas weast

» The Punjab Mail to Delhi was filled with the Lavani tune “Majhi maina gavavar rahili,”
composed by Annabhau Sathe.

- faeoll ST7et 16T GTTe AeT 3 OIS WIS SarT I ofaoit “Aigh Aar amaray afel” i =1
3ot T |

* Senior freedom fighter Vithabai led the chorus, accompanied by Comrades Ahilya
Ranganekar and Tara Reddy.

- acs TaATAT AeATel fASTaTs = wicjea fohar, A1 7 Fies rfear TorRaET 31K arr ¥gs o)

» The scene is described in Meena Deshpande’s novel 'Hutatma', showing the cultural and
emotional power behind the dream of Samyukta Maharashtra.

-agqaammaemi?aswmm'gaﬁm'ﬁaﬁ?r%, Sl &g HERTSE o AU & UIeS &l HEhicih
3R raeITcHS AfFA g2 B

* This dream aligned with Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj's idea of Maharashtra Dharma,
illustrated in the 15th-century Mahikavati Bakhar.

» Ig AU BAIT RIS AFRIST T AFRISE & T FoTaTT § Aol WIAT 8, i 15dT TEr Fr
A1) T@ F IO &

Two Pillars of the Movement
QYA & &F T
* Two essential aspects of the Samyukta Maharashtra movement are the contribution of

Lokshahir Annabhau Sathe and the role of Dr. Ambedkar and his Scheduled Caste
Federation (SCF).

- HFFT HERISE JeTelel & & T Uge] & — ANHATER HOUMHTS HIS FT ANrere 3K 31, gy
YT 3oTehT AFYeEs FTEC HSVAA (SCF) T {7

Unfulfilled Gandhian Promise and Committee Failures

3redt amreftardy wfar 3il wfafaat i Rwerar

* The Gandhian promise of linguistic reorganisation was not fulfilled for the Marathi-
speaking people.

« LGN ATET ST H7975 Go77/So7 & ST3T AT, I AW AT 5 forw qr =7t g3
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+ Committees like the Dhar Commission, JVP Committee, and Fazl Ali Commission rejected
the demand.

« & 3T, S wfAfer 3 worer 3relt amaer Sl wfATAT & 5@ AT g |

Democratic Mobilisation through Samyukta Maharashtra Samiti
» The Samyukta Maharashtra Samiti, led by Keshavrao Jedhe and including leaders like S.

M. Joshi, campaigned for a state with Mumbai, Vidarbha, Marathwada, Belgaum, Karwar,
and Nippani.

» AT LY T HETLTAT H 3R T, var. St S A3t & W WYFT ARISE WA 7 A«E,
fest, AraarsT, o, FRAR 3 fArof afea o= $Hr AT A

* Their stance built upon the Nagpur Pact (1953), which improved upon the earlier Akola Pact
(1947).

» 38l 39T faaRT Y 1953 & AT FAFAI 9T e foham, S 1947 & rprern FHsila @
g} AT

Opposition from Bombay Elites and RSS Support
qiea & AT F97 3R IRTACH 1 A faer &

* In 1954, M. S. Golwalkar of the RSS supported the Bombay Citizens Committee, which
was led by Gujarati-speaking elites opposed to Samyukta Maharashtra.

+ 1954 ), IRTHCH GHE TH. TH. MATAHT o qioa [AfCoAeq FHET &l FAY T, ST Iorredt
T ST T3t SaRT Fenfeld A AR FFFT Aprrog o e & o

Turning Point under Indira Gandhi’s Influence

sfexr aneft & gamrg & 3T AviTE Ay

* Indira Gandhi persuaded Prime Minister Nehru, who was initially reluctant, to agree to the
demand for Samyukta Maharashtra including Mumbai.

« ST anielt F e A TToF T AFE BT Fa5 Aled FIFT HAFRTSE N HIT H THHR
Het o oI TS foha|

. Key reasons were:

¢ Resignation of Union Finance Minister C. D. Deshmukh

e 100+ Marathi activists were killed by police brutality
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Congress defeat in the 1957 State elections
* YT FHROT A:

o ¥y fam AR . A e F AW

100 & s AWS FrAFATHT BT gfaw srearar # #iq

1957 & Y aATal H FIAH AT gR

The Cultural Ethos
AEF e 1=

* The fiery Acharya Atre, whose newspapers Navayug and Mahrattha were the voice of the
movement, shed tears after hearing poet Shailendra's song written for the movement.

» TR a3, TieTeh FHTAN I Tager 3R AFICET 38 JHiaTolel i Tl &, & Hid Adewr
oI 37Tl o T forar aird gt 311 s8I |

* The lyrics of the song declared: “Rise, Marathal! The times will change. The storm has
risen. And it will calm down only after taking Bombay with it.”

« 5 0N & diel A “3S AST FHT TGAN| PTT 36 HT ¢ AN TE A9 T AT ST G191 o1d A
siea 1§y A€ S S|

* Neera Adarkar and Meena Menon highlighted that these shahirs played a crucial role in
mobilising the Marathi-speaking masses.

« #RT SR 3R AAT AT 7 TATAT TR FoT MR 7 AJSHT STt T S[eTat 3 376 S{fHAT
fems |

* Among them, Lokshahir Annabhau Sathe’s contribution was particularly significant.

« ZoT3T SIRRATRT HVUTHTS |TS T ATl fIAY FF F Ageaqot 2|

* Annabhau was a folk artist, writer, and social worker.

« 3{UUTITS Ueh Al hThR, d@F, 31 FHHATSIF FIFdr |

* Through the Lal Bavta Kalapathak (Red Flag Cultural Squad), he mobilised support from
rural areas for the Samyukta Maharashtra movement.

» 3ol TSl ATAET FHATTYF (ATl FIST HIEH I GoT) & SNT ATHIT 8731 & WYFT AGRISE el

& oI gAY Ser|
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* Their role can be analysed through Jiurgen Habermas’s theory of communicative
rationality, which emphasizes deliberative democracy through critical dialogue.

« 3oTehT S{fAeHT T ST QAT & HATGIcHS deheieral fAGHTT & FHS ST Hehcl &, ST fiaerefier
Alehao 3R Agcaqor HaTg T TR 8|

* In his lokanatya (folk theatre) titled Majhi Mumbai, he shows this theory via a conversation
between a Marathi man, Vishnu, and a bourgeois, Munim.

* 39T NFACT ‘AT Hals H g S8 euic 1 ASY sqfaa ey 3R g =ity & o Hare
& FIRT fe@ma §

* When Munim asks, “Why should Mumbai be given to Maharashtra?” Vishnu replies, “Just like
an eagle has wings and a tiger has claws, Mumbai is for Maharashtra.”

» STd HAH YOl &, “HES HERISE ol 3T & et wifgu?”, faso] 3% & &, “Fore i a1%s &1 9@
3R arEr Y 9 A €, 38T oRE HIS HERISE & "

* His famous composition Majhi Maina Gavavar Rahili became an anthem of the movement.

« 3oTehT ITRACY XA ‘AT HoAT TGTER fgel JETclet HT e e TS |

* Despite state suppression, Annabhau and his comrades continued to fuel the movement.

* 5 & GHeT & STaolg UUMHTS 3R 3eTeh AITAAT & 3HicleleT &1 SIRT 1@

» They built solidarity across class, caste, and gender lines to envision a unified
Maharashtra with Mumbai at its core.

- Segiel g9, SNy 3R Fofor 1 it s TR R gU Ha§ FT WYFT HERISE N Tholea H
Hotecit &1

The Role of Ambedkar
ST JTASHT FI IfAFT

* Prabodhankar Thackeray, in his autobiography Majhi Jeevangatha, mentions that Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar promised support from his party SCF to the Samyukta Maharashtra movement.

* EIETRT ST o 3TTAT 3TTcHHAT ‘FHrsfl Sfga7amrer & fo@r & ot shiaa 3asaT o 379« el
SCF &1 3R & §g&Fd AERTSE JATeYelet hl FoALeT ol T drer foham 2|

* Ambedkar was one of the first thinkers to deeply analyse the Samyukta Maharashtra issue.

* 3{ASH HYFA AGNISE Heg I TGS H HAST dTel Fu Framai 7 q|

* He submitted his views before the Dhar Commission and in 1948, the SCF brought the first
resolution on Samyukta Maharashtra in the Bombay Corporation.
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« 3ot 370 AU € 3T & WA SE U 31 1948 3 SCF o ¥gFa AFRISE T Ugell
UFdTg aiFe e 7 @)
» SCF also supported the resolution moved by Acharya Atre in the Corporation.

+ SCF & e 373 ggRT Y d Jara &1 8 qardef foham|

* Ambedkar argued that linguistic reorganisation promotes cultural identity, social plurality,
and a democratic federal polity.

» 3SR T AAAT AT o HTRAY Gefetaet & wrepfas gearel, graATias fafawdr i dwaits
T grET Folgd gl o

» During the 1951 general elections, he strongly advocated for Samyukta Maharashtra
including Mumbai.

» 1951 % 1 TaATal H Segiel Ha$ e HYFT AGRISE T SINGR HHL FhaT|

* In 1956, Ambedkar sent a telegram to Nehru, showing his discontent with the reorganisation
proposals.

» 1956 F 3ISHT o AFE T TAATH HATh AT YeAISeT FEdTal I 3701 ARTSIN SIS |

* He was firm in his belief that Mumbai belonged to Maharashtra.

- 3% 39 fazara & 3f3er & ¥ s Aenree A

* He expressed his views in Parliament, in newspapers, and at public rallies.

« 35gIa 39T TT WHE, AR, 31X ST FHI3T & <o Fr

* He discussed this issue in three major works — States and Minorities, Need for Checks and
Balances, and Thoughts on Linguistic States.

« 3giel 38 Hed, W ofie Y@ Y=l — States and Minorities, Need for Checks and Balances,
3R Thoughts on Linguistic States — 3 @rdT Fr|

* In Maharashtra as a Linguistic Province (1948), he stated that language-based states build
social unity and democracy.

« ‘HBRTSZ U7 U faf7afees gifaw (1948) # 3egist gt T s1mar 3menfa U= grafars wahar 3R
ddd g Sd 8

* He saw Samyukta Maharashtra with Mumbai not just as a geographical demand but as a
path to social and economic democracy.

« 355l Ha$ Wit WYFd AFRISE ! el sflanfereh HeT g1 dfoeh AEATIF AR IFAF e i
f&em & & 7 ga|
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 Even after his death, SCF supported the movement in the 1957 elections, with leaders like B.
K. Gaikwad and B. C. Kamble actively participating.

» 3TohT Hcg o dTe; 871 SCF &1 1957 & aATal # 3ficlelsl hl TH fohar 3R o . smaerars, . .
el ST AT Alohd 7 F 3 T8 |

» Thus, Dr. Ambedkar contributed to the movement through a unique combination of theory
and practice.

* 38 G, 31. 3asaT o Riguid R IR & 3715 A T 3Marel Hf [Gemar|

Formation of Maharashtra
HAERISE IS FT ST

* The Samyukta Maharashtra movement culminated in the creation of Maharashtra State
with Mumbai as its capital on May 1, 1960.

* HYFA HERISE JTaTeleT ol 3T 1 7S 1960 T HIS FY TTHTeAT Tolleh HERTSE T & oot H
ga3|

* In the atmosphere of celebration, poet Vinda Karandikar’s lines echoed: “For the liberation of
people, there is still one more battle to go; and whose soul is one, these people are immortal.”

* S8 3eclH & aTcTaroT 7 Hid faeT FIET 6T dferdar s 387: “Sietar &1 #fFd & forv 31 off v
T3S STehT §; 3R TR 317cAT Uah §, T 9T 3R g1

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1IS)

1. Tensions at India-Pakistan Border

HRA-ITfhEdTeT AT 9T da1d

2. Home Ministry directs States to conduct ‘civil defence’
drills

9§ HATY o AT Y 'ARTRE FI&AT HSAH TANTIAT FIA HT
ar&er fe=m

3. Unprecedented Civic Push in Remote M.P. Hamlet after
Horrific Crime
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ATeTeh UMY & dTG AT T F GIEY 7ia A IS
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4. One more child dies of rabies; Kerala seeks changes to
ABC rules

s 3R a=d Y W @ #iT; Fa o vl FuaAy F agaa i
AT &Y

5. Opposition to Grazing Land Acquisition in Assam
WA H TG A & rferargor 1 e

6. Activists Ask Centre to Withdraw Genome-Edited Rice
Varieties

FRIGAS F g T SAAA-FUIfed gad i fFeAt S aaa
o & AT Y

7. Spain Blackout Highlights the Grid Challenge for
Renewables

T A faSTel) a7 g1 § A0 Fait & fAw Rrs i getch
3 ES

8. Redrawing the Not-So-Pretty Energy Footprint of Al
Al & FSIT ITFNT AT TEHIT dEAR $T BT F Fiwrerr

9. Maritime hub
A e

10. Hydrogen versus Battery: The Cost of Clean Public
Transport

gISSISTeT ST dell: TaITo Aol TRagsT H AT
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Amid tension at border, IAF chief meets PM

Army says it responded proportionately to small arms fire along the border in Jammu and Kashmir; Pakistan bans Indian ships from entering its ports in a retaliatory move
after India closed its ports for its vessels; J&K Police holds joint security review meeting focusing on ‘intelligence gathering, threat assessments, and emergency response’

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

s tensions between
A India and Pakistan
over the Pahalgam

terror attack continued to
run high, the Indian Air
Force chief, Air Chief Mar-
shal A.P. Singh, met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at
his residence in New Delhi
on Sunday. The meeting
was held amid growing
cross-border  skirmishes
along Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting assumes
significance in the wake of
an earlier statement made
by Mr. Modi that the armed
forces had been granted
“complete  operational
freedom” to decide on the
mode, targets, and timing
of the Indian response to
the Pahalgam attack,
which left 26 civilians
dead.

The meeting took place

within 24 hours of Navy
chief Admiral Dinesh K.
Tripathi meeting Mr. Modi
and apprising him of the
situation in the critical sea
lanes of the Arabian Sea.

Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh, National Secur-
ity Adviser Ajit Doval, Chief
of Defence Staff General
Anil Chauhan, and the Ser-
vice chiefs had held meet-
ings with the Prime Minis-
ter.

Weighing options

India is weighing its op-
tions in responding to the
Pahalgam terror attack,
which it believes was
planned in Pakistan. India
has already taken several
diplomatic measures, in-
cluding suspension of the
Indus Water Treaty. Official
sources said India was in
the process of controlling
and reducing the flow of
water through the Baglihar

Tight vigil: Paramilitary personnel patrol in Srinagar on Sunday as security has been upped in Kashmir
since the Pahalgam attack. ani

Dam on the Chenab river
and the Kishanganga Dam
on the Jhelum river in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

However, they could not
confirm if such measures
have fructified. The treaty
prevents India from stor-

ing and constructing large
dams on the three rivers
flowing in the Union
Territory.

Pakistan, in a retaliatory
step, banned Indian-
flagged ships from entering
its ports with immediate ef-

fect on Sunday after New
Delhi imposed fresh puni-
tive measures on Saturday,
including a ban on the im-
port of goods and entry of
Pakistani vessels into its
ports.

The Pakistan Ministry of

Maritime Affairs in a notifi-
cation said that it took the
step of banning the Indian
ships in the context of the
current situation, keeping
in mind maritime sove-
reignty, economic interests
and national security.

The borders along Jam-
mu and Kashmir remain
tense. An Army spokesper-
son said the Pakistan Army
posts resorted to unpro-
voked small arms fire
across the Line of Control
on Saturday night and ear-
ly Sunday morning.

The districts where
cross-border  skirmishes
were reported included
Kupwara and Baramulla in
the Kashmir Valley; and
Poonch, Rajouri, Mendhar,
Naushera, Sunderbani and
Akhnoor districts in the
Jammu division. “The In-
dian Army responded
promptly and proportion-
ately,” the Army said.

In the Kashmir Valley,
Inspector-General of Police
V.K. Birdi, who held a joint
security review meeting,
delved into “the existing
security challenges in the
Valley”. “The discussions
focused on intelligence
gathering, threat assess-
ments, emergency res-
ponse preparedness, and
inter-agency coordina-
tion,” a police spokesper-
son said.

The joint security re-
view meeting underscored
the commitment of all se-
curity and intelligence
agencies to work in close
coordination to maintain
peace and stability in the
Kashmir Valley, the spokes-
person said.

(With PTI inputs)

PARADIGM SHIFT
» PAGE 8
‘BEFITTING REPLY’
» PAGE 4

Tensions at India-Pakistan Border

HART-ITIThEdTT AT 9T 19

« Amid rising tensions following the Pahalgam terror attack, Air Chief
Marshal A.P. Singh met Prime Minister Narendra Modi at his residence
in New Delhi.

* GEEITH HTAhT Al & q1g TG del1d & e AR 7@ T R Arever
v.dt. T & gurers= aig A & 37 7§ e Pua smarw w gersra H

» The meeting came amid increasing cross-border skirmishes along Jammu and Kashmir.

-wmmmmﬁwrﬁmm-wwﬁa?mgél

* Prime Minister Modi had earlier stated that the armed forces had been given "complete
operational freedom" to decide the mode, targets, and timing of India’s response.

* JUTTHAT AE Igol & e o & (o HAEA qall ! " QO FATHATCHS Faaaar ST aASg o a
gfaferar &1 adieT, 787 3R TAF TT T 5|

» The Pahalgam attack led to the death of 26 civilians.

* TEEITA §A 3 26 AR 1 A &5 2|
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High-Level Security Meetings
I T YT d5%

* The IAF chief's meeting came within 24 hours of Navy chief Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi
briefing the Prime Minister about the situation in the Arabian Sea.

* AR GH@ BT §oF 24 G & HIR g% ST AT 9]@ CSTAT feeier &. Pramdr =7 3 AR i
TEAfe O TeITeTH =T Y SATeTehiy & Y|

» Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, NSA Ajit Doval, Chief of Defence Staff General Anil
Chauhan, and other Service Chiefs also held meetings with the PM.

- T6TT FofY Troreryr e, TISET GRAT HeATehR IHiler ST, HET T&TT EaT Staitel Afaver et
3R 31 Qe @l o o guTAHEN @ S F

India’s Diplomatic and Strategic Response

HIT Y Feaifas AR wrEfaw gfafmar

* India is considering multiple options in response to the Pahalgam attack, which it believes
was planned in Pakistan.

« IR 9B 9NH gAd T gfaferar 7 Rffie Reedl W SR s w1 g, 99 ag Aar g &
uiféearer # derragyr o

* Diplomatic steps include suspension of the Indus Water Treaty.

« AR FHeAT 7 FHY ster WY 1 Preiaet A &

* India is attempting to control water flow from the Baglihar Dam (Chenab River) and
Kishanganga Dam (Jhelum River) in Jammu and Kashmir.

« (R, STFA-HHAR H TR I (AT A4Y) 3R Frerearenm amer (Fas 5714 I Sief Jarg
g Fa S FifTr R W@ R

» The Indus Water Treaty prohibits India from storing water or building large dams on these
rivers.

- fY Srer W R T 5T AT R ST HIUE AT 3 ST elled F Aehell B

Pakistan’s Retaliatory Move

qifRedre T YaPRIcHS FRATS

* In retaliation, Pakistan banned Indian-flagged ships from entering its ports with immediate
effect on Sunday.
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» SIS #, qTfREaTe o AR HY G TG § HRAT ST o2 STgTail & A sieLang) H T )
wfaser o feam|

* This followed India’s decision to ban imports from Pakistan and entry of Pakistani vessels
into Indian ports.

« I FEH HRA GART UIRREATA TEGHT & 3TATe 3R TfFEaTel STEreil & HReT Feamel & waer
R gfaees & q1¢ 1T

» Pakistan’s Ministry of Maritime Affairs stated the decision was based on maritime
sovereignty, economic interests, and national security.

- TfEcTet & WA AT & HATerT o1 Fgl o a5 0T wagghy wwegan, anfd Rt sitv wsd
F&TT bl 7T H TG forgm ar|

Military Tension and Skirmishes Along the LoC
farar=or Y@ W =7 a=ire 3kt srsd

* The border in Jammu and Kashmir remains tense.

« FH 3R FRAR F AT R Fearaqer Pufa = g &

» According to an Army spokesperson, Pakistan resorted to unprovoked small arms fire
across the LoC on Saturday night and early Sunday.

« QT & YaaFdT & HTAR, ATATR T 3R AR Gaig Tiferearet o fg=or d@r 1 e sead &
B¢ gRAART @ Mrehard) )

» Cross-border skirmishes were reported in districts like Kupwara, Baramulla, Poonch,
Rajouri, Mendhar, Naushera, Sunderbani, and Akhnoor.

» FYETST, TRTHAT, §&, TANY, AT, ARRT, Feasit AR @y 54 [Srell & HAr ar grsal & gaa
faei|

* The Indian Army responded promptly and proportionately to the firing.

» AT AT o Aeahrel AR FATTAfaF gfafrar |

Joint Security Review in Kashmir Valley
FAR °rdl & AYFT FI&T FAeT

* In the Kashmir Valley, IGP V.K. Birdi conducted a joint security review meeting.

« FRAR uret A gt .. RSt o7 Iy geam e S5

* The meeting focused on existing security challenges, intelligence gathering, threat
assessments, emergency preparedness, and inter-agency coordination.
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- Yook # Hisrer g gAtfaal, GREAT TEHER ThT I, Gavl F Hedid, Haraarele dary
3R et & fia gavaw W e S o |

» The review underscored the commitment of all security and intelligence agencies to work
together to maintain peace and stability in the valley.

- getr A Fef e 3R givar veifat $r aifar it fFuar s @« & fov vese gl &
el T ufdeerrar 1 d@ifehd foar |

Home Ministry

directs States

to conduct ‘civil defence’ drills

Countrywide exercise to include air-raid sirens, evacuation plans, and camouflaging vital installations; mock drills to begin
tomorrow and continue till Friday amid escalating tensions between India and Pakistan following the Pahalgam attack

[GS Paper III: Internal Securi
Nistula Hebbar

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

he Union Home Mi-
I nistry on Monday
asked the States to

conduct drills up to the vil-
lage level in 244 categor-
ised districts by operation-
alising  air-raid warning
signs, crash blackout mea-
sures, evacuation plans,
camouflaging vital installa-
tions, establishing hotline
with the Indian Air Force,
and training civilians on
various aspects of civil de-
fence measures in the
event of a “hostile attack.”

The Directorate General
of Civil Defence under the
Ministry wrote to the Chief
Secretaries of all States on
Monday to organise a civil
defence  exercise and
rehearsal.

The letter said “civil de-
fence is considered inte-
gral component of nation’s
passive defence strategy”
and it would be prudent if

War footing

The drills aim at training civilians on various aspects of defence
measures in the event of a ‘hostile attack’

Close watch: Security
personnel stationed ata
marketplace in Srinagar on
Monday. AFP

| [i§] PREPARATORY STEPS
S8 = Operationalising air-raid warning
, % signs used to prepare the public
3 when there is an ‘external threat

= Crash blackout measures similar
to that conducted in Ferozepur of
Punjab, bordering Pakistan,

on Sunday

= States asked to undertake
cleaning of bunkers and trenches
prevalent in border villages

optimum preparedness is
maintained in the “current
geo-political scenario”
where “new and complex
threats have emerged”.
The States have been
asked to activate control
rooms, firefighting and
warden services, and un-
dertake cleaning of bunk-
ers and trenches among
others. Bunkers are pre-
sent in border villages
mostly in Jammu and Kash-
mir to shield civilians from

cross-border firing.

The mock drills will be-
gin countrywide on Wed-
nesday and are likely to
continue till Friday, a se-
nior government official
said.

Four lakh volunteers

Around four lakh volun-
teers associated with the
DG, Civil Defence - that
was raised in 1962 in the
wake of China war — will be
roped in for the drill, the

official told The Hindu.

The letter to Chief Secre-
taries follows an earlier
communication on May 2
regarding “civil defence
preparedness in vulnera-
ble areas/districts.”

Government  sources
confirmed that this comes
in the backdrop of escalat-
ing tensions between India
and Pakistan in the wake of
the terrorist attack in Pa-
halgam on April 22 that left
26 people dead.

“Every State including
those on the western bor-
der will do the mock exer-
cise beginning on May 7.
The finer details will be
shared on Tuesday. Some
States are better equipped
and for others, we will is-
sue guidelines,” said the
official.

The official explained
that camouflaging of vital
installation amounts to
switching off all illumina-
tion, including in the vicin-
ity of the plants and vital
buildings.

Apart from the volun-
teers with the Civil De-
fence, the police will also
mobilise  volunteers in
their jurisdictions, the offi-
cial said. School, college
students, Narional Cadet
Corps (NCC), members
from Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan (NYKS) will be
involved in the exercise.

Blackout drill

On Sunday, police con-
ducted a 30-minute black-
out drill in the Ferozepur
district of Punjab, border-
ing Pakistan. The Feroze-
pur Cantonment Board is-
sued an advisory and
residents were asked to
switch off lights from 9
p.m. to 9.30 p.m.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, meanwhile, met
with Defence Secretary Ra-
jesh Kumar Singh, fol-
lowed by National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval.

RELATED REPORT
» PAGE 4

Home Ministry
directs States to
conduct ‘civil
defence’ drills

IE AATST A [T Bl
AT FI&TT 79I
ImATd FA F1 fAder
f

- The Union Home
Ministry on Monday
asked the States to
conduct drills up to the
village level in 244
categorised districts by

operationalising air-raid warning signs, crash blackout measures,
evacuation plans, camouflaging vital installations, establishing a
hotline with the Indian Air Force, and training civilians in civil defence
in the event of a “hostile attack.”

« BIHAR F FE I AT F 244 Aofigpa el # a1q F¥ a6 v
F FT AT AT, [T gars g Y Adaal, selwar3e 39, A
ANSATE, Ageaqur Sfersarel Ht famar, SRR IRy d1 F giears e
AT, 3 AFTREI T “AaTqor gaa $T Rufa 7 AR gean & fav
i e anforer 2
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» The Directorate General of Civil Defence, under the Ministry, wrote to Chief Secretaries of
all States on Monday to organise a civil defence exercise and rehearsal.

» HATEY & 3T ATTRE GI&TT HASTHASATAT = TR T gaf T3t o F{&w wiAat o1 o forga
AR &I AT 3R @A 3TN ied bl el |

* The letter stated that “civil defence is considered an integral component of the nation’s
passive defence strategy” and that optimum preparedness should be maintained in the
current geo-political scenario where “new and complex threats have emerged.”

« 9 & gl 1T fob “ATaTRe GR&tr Y e Y AR w81 e 1 v e fewam A Srar
¥ 3R “qdiATe s T aE Rl 3, et «af 3k afeer galfaat 33 @ ¥, a8t Ieaen R
FY AR TATT IWAT 3T9TF &

« States have been asked to activate control rooms, firefighting and warden services, and
undertake cleaning of bunkers and trenches, especially in border villages like Jammu and
Kashmir.

« T T FHEher TH VT Fa, AT 3 ATt AT P& FIA, 3N dah T TIFAT FY THIS
et & forw gt 31T &, Tadent s 3ttt swesfi S #fie ariat 34

* The mock drills will begin nationwide on Wednesday and are expected to continue till
Friday, as confirmed by a senior government official.

- T aftes TFER HAFRY & ITAR, Tg Al HFATH FUAR § P 4 F YE 191 3R YHaR
STRY I8

Involvement of Volunteers and Forces
FaIAgH! 3R Fat H wrefierd

» Around 4 lakh volunteers of the Directorate General of Civil Defence, which was raised in
1962 during the India-China war, will participate in the drill.

» 1962 % R-eT Jer o SRl TS AR &I HETACATAT & I 4 A Faqdash 38
3TEITH H HTIT ol

* The letter to Chief Secretaries followed an earlier communication on May 2 regarding “civil
defence preparedness in vulnerable areas/districts.”

- FEY FAST Y Tg 79 2 7 T A 31T Teh Y4 Fale, & a1e; 37727, Torgs "wagerefier &/ et 7
AR F&AT AT T &1t hr 18 |

» Government sources confirmed this drill is being conducted in the backdrop of rising tensions
with Pakistan after the Pahalgam terrorist attack on April 22, which killed 26 people.

« TXHTY AT o G Y o T 30U 22 3 FY TGl ATAFaml ga & J16 HRA-TFEdteT
& diT Jgd dA1a & AcSToR fondT ST YT §, forae 26 st 1 #ia g a1s o |
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 Every State, including those on the western border, will participate in the mock exercise
starting May 7.

- @ =T, g aftaH) A 1 Rya usx i anfAar §, 7 7€ O AT 3r9am & 37197 9|

* Detailed guidelines will be issued on Tuesday; some States are better equipped than others,
said the official.

» TR = T foh F& TeT Tgo AN &, TRl & T FHrerar o faece feenferder SRy fahw
STdar|

« Camouflaging vital installations means switching off all lights, including those around
important buildings and plants.

- Fgcaqor gfassrat H e &1 319 & weft egew ag Fa, S waE iR e et &
AT Y e o enfAer g

+ Apart from Civil Defence volunteers, police will mobilise local volunteers, and students from
schools and colleges, NCC, and Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) will be included.

« AR GI&TT FTITRGH & 3TelTal, Yo T TaGqaa!, Thal-Hielel & o1l, NCC, 3R Agw
IaT g HIST (NYKS) F Feea a1 8t anfier waf|

Blackout Drill in Punjab
YoITg # selh33e 3

* On Sunday, the police conducted a 30-minute blackout drill in Ferozepur district of
Punjab, which borders Pakistan.

+ TR 1 JolTe & FREUSTYR TS, ST aifehatter & Hem g37 &, # Yo ¥ 30 fAere i solhamse
faer 1

» The Ferozepur Cantonment Board issued an advisory asking residents to switch off lights
from 9 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

- FRRISTqR B1ael §1F 7 U Hellg SR &Y AR @ A 9 Tt § 9:30 T9F dF ATSE 96 FIA
FeT|

* Meanwhile, Prime Minister Narendra Modi held meetings with Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh and National Security Adviser Ajit Doval.

- 5 AR, FUTa#E sig RIS o @i qig et FAR g 3R asdr gran gargsr srsfta Sremmer
o Y doeh |
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BALAGHAT

It's afternoon in Duglai, a
village in Madhya Pra-
desh’s Balaghat district,
and around a dozen resi-
dents are huddled around
two electricians busy in-
stalling power meters out-
side the house of a resi-
dent, Shyamlal Tekam.
Above them, a third elec-
trician is replacing power
cables damaged several de-
cades ago with new lines.

Duglai is located deep
inside the forests of Balagh-
at, which was last month
removed from the Union
Home Ministry’s list of the
districts  “most-affected”
by left-wing extremism
(LWE) and notified as a
“district of concem" sug:
gesting that
fluence in the
wane.

Till 10 days ago, the vil-
lage was isolated from the

rest of the country. Except
for a few weeks nearly 12
years ago, when electricity
poles and cables were laid
for the first time, it has nev-
er had electricity.

“The cables got dam-
aged within a few weeks
and were never replaced,”
said Mr. Tekam. It has also
never been connected with
the State road network.
But the 130-odd Gondi-
speaking residents here,
most of whom live in mud
houses  with  thatched
roofs, have seen a flurry of
activity over the past few
days, with senior district
officials, police officers,
and political leaders mak-
ing frequent visits and su-
pervising the large-scale
civic infrastructure over-
haul, which includes a plan
to lay a road connecting
Duglai with a link roa

While the admini
tion says that the wor]
part of the Centre’s civic in-

frastructure push in LWE-
affected areas, many Du
glai residents claim that
the civic revamp started
only after an outcry follow-
ing the gang-rape of three
minor girls and a woman
last month.

The assault

The incident happened
around 1.30 a.m. on the in-
tervening night of April 23
and 24, when six Duglai re-
sidents — four girls and a
woman, aged between se-
ven and 20, and their uncle
~ were returning from a
wedding in the neighbour-
ing Thakurtola village lo-
cated two kilometres away.
The group was accosted by
seven men who had
chased them on motorcy-
cles from the venue of the
event.

As per the police, the ac-
cused beat the group's
male member, gang-raped
four victims, and fled.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Electricity is being extended to Balaghat's Duglai village, which was
cut off from the rest of the country till 10 days ago. AM. FARUQUI

On the morning of April
24, the victims' parents,
along with residents of
Thakurtola, approached
the family members of the
accused in Bhagatpur, 3.5
kilometres away, but were

allegedly turned away.
Bhagatpur has electrici
ty, roads, concrete houses,
cattl ctors and other
farm machines.
“They first refused to
believe that their sons had

done this and later offered
us money to settle the mat-
ter among ourselves,” said
the father of one of the
survivors.

Balaghat  Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) Nagen-
dra Singh told The Hindu
that while some area resi-
dents were pushing for a
“settlement”, the victims
stood their ground.

“The village has been
under the influence of
Maoists for a long time,
during which people here
have been taught to avoid
the police and the adminis-

ice visiting the area daily,
people have begun to open
up,” he said.

‘Won’t back down’

On April 25, the survivors,
ir parents and members
few tribal outfits
d the Godri police
checkpost and an FIR was
filed under charges of gang

rape, assault, and provi-
sions of the POCSO Act. By
evening, the police arrest-
ed the accused, identified
as Lokesh Matre, 22, In-
glesh Matre, 19 (brothers),
Ajayendra, 27, Maniram
Bahe, 21 (brothers), Raju
Bagdate, 21, Rajendra
Sabre, 24, and Lal Chand
Khare, 34. While the ac-
cused are currently in judi-
cial custody, the survivors
are staying at a State-run
shelter home for children
in Balaghat town.
, one of the survi-
vors, the pressure
from families of those ac-
cused to reach an agree-
ment did not deter her
from pursuing the case.
“Before leaving us in the
jungle, they threatened us.
But l t d the pohcc eve-

Kankar

\deduwluh
Munjare, a former MP and
a prominent political fi-
gure in the area, dubbed

DPATRIOTICIAS

hamlet, unprecedented civic push follows a horrific crime

the “hurried” develop-
ment works in Duglai an
“insult” to the survivors
and their families.

“Does someone have to
get raped or killed to get
basic civic services? This is
not a form of compensa-
tion but an insult to their
suffering,” he said.

Balaghat Collector Mru-
nal Meena said there is no
connection between the
crime and the civic servic-
es push in the are:

“We had ified 200
priority villages for electri-
fication under the DAJGUA
[Dharti Aaba Janjati
Gram Utkarsh Abhiya
scheme, and the work is
under way in many other
villages as well. Duglai is
among the villages most af-
fected by Maoism. But we
are working to connect
these pla ith the main-
stream, 1.

*names changed to pro-
tect identity

Unprecedented Civic Push in Remote M.P. Hamlet after
Horrific Crime

AT YUY F TG FET TS & gL Mg A A ARTRF
e w11

- In Duglai, a remote village in Balaghat district of Madhya Pradesh,
residents were seen gathered as electricians installed power meters
and replaced decades-old cables.

« FEY T F FreTEE N F g€y M7 gorens H, vl v & gt

farsreliarait farsrelt #tex oo @ & 3R T WA ari i a5 @ I

» Duglai lies deep in the Balaghat forests, and was recently removed from the Union Home
Ministry’s list of “most-affected LWE districts” and reclassified as a “district of concern”,
indicating waning Maoist influence.

+ ITEITS, STATETE & STl o 37eX U & 30 gTel €1 7 38 el I[g HATelg Y “qa@ yarfad

amadY 3erarg wenfae forell” 1 =i & gereny “fRrar &1 forar elfsd fovar aran, St #nsitard wama

# FHY Y g2rtar &

» Until 10 days ago, the village had no electricity, except for a brief period 12 years ago, when

electric poles and wires were first installed but were soon damaged.

+ 10 f&at 9ga I 59 1Ta & fSotely sigt 2, R{arT 12 |rer ggat T Uah ©1é) 319 &, 51 fastrel &

@ 3 IR T AT &, AR I STeg &Y sTfaIEd & v

* The village has also never been connected to the State road network.
* Ig 3TTd 37Tl b T Y HSF Acas A o1gi 3T 6|
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» Around 130 Gondi-speaking people live here, mostly in mud houses with thatched roofs,
and they have seen an unusual rise in official visits and civic works recently.

* g FITHIT 130 AT 197 T &, ST 3fhe ed) ik g fraufBar A wa §, siga
3egie AAFIRAT & R 3R 73 TR W ANRS F T &

» The government claims these developments are part of a broader push under LWE-area
schemes, but residents say the action started only after a gang-rape case last month.

« GLHR FT gl & b T 7 araaeft 3arare genfad &=t i Aaansit & aga g, ferss amefon &
=T & o 7€ T TSl AGhe T AR TolleohR TeT & STE Y §3T

The Assault
LGl

* On the night of April 23-24, around 1:30 a.m., six villagers — four girls and a woman
(aged 7 to 20) and their uncle — were returning from a wedding in Thakurtola, about 2 km
away.

« 2324 3 T TS STITHT 1:30 Tot, BF AHT — IR AsFHAT 31 vF AfRST (37 7 § 20 9)
3R 3% T — 2 Y g e srpeeer afa & ey & #fie 3

* They were chased by seven men on motorcycles from the wedding venue, who then
assaulted the uncle, gang-raped the females, and fled.

« ST T W AT AIATBFer FAR GIET 7 3oTeht o o, 6T = &t dier, Afgenat & amyr
AR TeTeR foma, 31X simer e

* On April 24 morning, the victims’ families and locals from Thakurtola went to confront the
accused’s families in Bhagatpur, 3.5 km away, but were turned away.

« 24 3rder Y gag, NSl & TRAR 3R ST o oftar 3.5 et g eraqw & 3Rt & giant
& 9T 917, Afehet 3¢ witer feam o)

* Bhagatpur is a developed village with electricity, roads, cement houses, tractors, and
cattle.

* ST Ueh Tah(ad a11d § STel Tarstelt, U5, Tk HarT, $e 3N aerer £

* The victims’ families say the accused's families first denied involvement, then offered money
for settlement.

« QST TRART &1 g § 1o 3T & aRaRT & Tgel saaR T, T ATHET TG F3 &
forw & Y Qeraer 7

» Balaghat SP Nagendra Singh said some locals wanted a compromise, but the survivors
refused to back down.
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- STerTaTe THAT g fiE 7 e & $o oter gasiilar a4, i Al o gha @ AR A
e

* He added that Maoist influence had kept people away from police, but now, with daily police
visits, locals are opening up.

* 3oglel gl foh ATHIGTEY TG & HROT ST o & & W&t U, Afehet 31 gfera $r Qe sAlspgaft
O ollaT STl el ofdl 8|

Filing of FIR and Arrests
THITEAR gof 3 RFa

» On April 25, the survivors, their families, and tribal activists reached Godri police checkpost,
where an FIR was filed under gang-rape, assault, and POCSO Act provisions.

-zsmﬁm,mmﬁm@mmamgﬁvmww
TATHR, EHAT 31X UTeFAY TFE & dgd THITEAR Gof TS|

* By evening, police arrested seven accused: Lokesh Matre (22), Inglesh Matre (19),
Ajayendra (27), Maniram Bahe (21), Raju Bagdate (21), Rajendra Sabre (24), Lal Chand
Khare (34).

« A e JTord of AT 3R 1 TR fomam: sivdeer ATeY (22), $9eter ATEY (19), 31914% (27),
HARTH T1¢ (21), TS[ TG (21), Tl AR (24), WATer€E @ (34)|

» The accused are currently in judicial custody, while the survivors are staying in a state-run
children’s shelter home in Balaghat.

« T 38 AT FAfAe forea A §, Safe N3 aremare # Uo7 garT gaifad Ao T A @
wel

* One survivor, Reena (hame changed), said the threats didn’t stop her from telling the full
truth to the police.

- Ueh ST AT (SE G 718) A gl o RTHAT o STarslg 38 Yferd W Fears o 2|

Political Reactions and Administrative Denial

TSrdifas gfafsar 3 gamafas saar

» Kankar Munjare, a former MP and political leader, criticized the rapid development as an
“insult”, not compensation.

- 98 |iHe, 3R Teifae SaT Fa HHR o 39 A FRT 1 “AIART” FaT, o o HIs 73T
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* He asked: “Does someone need to be raped or killed to receive basic civic services?”

* 3ogiel FaTel TohaT: “aaT frdll & AT TATch R AT §AT gl ST €, clTfch 3 HA ANIRE
gfaemd e’

» Balaghat Collector Mrunal Meena denied any link between the crime and civic works, saying
200 villages were identified under the DAJGUA scheme for electrification.

» STCTETE FelareY FHUTTS AU o 3R 3R TG 1l & &< i T glet A SeTeh [ohdT, gl
& DAJGUA 34T & dgd 200 3ITat st fastellehor & foT ggare & 315 Y|

* He said that Duglai, being one of the most Maoist-affected villages, is now being
mainstreamed through these efforts.

« 35gio) gl o gaTemTs, S o FTaitaTe & wad 3rfles wenfare arfal F @ U &, 319 o1 ST & FRT

One more child dies
of rabies; Kerala seeks
changes to ABC rules

IGS Paper Il S&T

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Following the death of one
more child from rabies af-
ter a stray dog bite, the in-
creasing number of stray
dogs in the State is in the
spotlight again.

A seven-year-old girl
from Pathanapuram in Kol-
lam district died at the SAT
wing of the Government
Medical College Hospital
here on Monday despite
being administered four
doses of anti-rabies vacci-
nation. The mother of
child raised the issue of
waste dumping near her
house which led to stray
dogs frequenting the area
and her daughter getting
bitten.

As per the State govern-
ment’s data presented by
Minister for Local Self-Go-
vernments M.B. Rajesh in
the Assembly earlier this
year, 3.7 lakh people
sought treatment from go-
vernment hospitals  in
2024 for dog bite-related
cases.

Thiruvananthapuram
district topped in number
of dog bite cases, with
50,870 people seeking
treatment. Kollam is in the
second place with 37,618
cases, Ernakulam had
32,086 cases, Palakkad
31,303, and Thrissur
29,363. Wayanad was last
on the list with 5,719 cases.

Minister’s demand
Mr. Rajesh on Monday reit-
erated his earlier demand
to the Union government
to amend the Animal Birth
Control (ABC) rules to
make it less stringent.
“Kerala had over 900

Big digits: As per govt. data,
Thiruvananthapuram has the
most dog bite cases. 6.N. RAD

ABC centres. However,
with the stipulations in the
new ABC rules, many of
these had to be closed
down. Another problem
we are facing is the opposi-
tion from the local popula-
tion in most places where
local bodies have tried to
set up ABC centres,” Mr.
Rajesh said.

Satheesan’s charge
Leader of the Opposition
V.D. Satheesan said the
number of stray dogs has
increased to such an extent
that people are afraid to
venture out. The local bo-
dies are also lax in controll-
ing the menace as the go-
vernment is not providing
adequate funds, he added.
“The government was
not ready to take the issue
seriously even after the Op-
position raised it several
times. Kerala is experienc-
ing the tragic consequenc-
es of this today. The State
should at least implement
a multidisciplinary disease
control system to control
rabies. The government
cannot evade responsibili-
ty for the deaths of chil-
dren,” said Mr. Satheesan.

HETURT ¥ SN 77 @18

One more child dies of rabies; Kerala seeks
changes to ABC rules

U 3 g= A W6 § AT T F vl FEAr &
dColTd hY AT &Y

- A seven-year-old girl from Pathanapuram in Kollam
district died at the SAT wing of the Government Medical
College Hospital on Monday, despite receiving four
doses of the anti-rabies vaccine.

* Pleotd forel & TUTATIRH S AT T qodt S FATR H
TIHRT ATSFH Fraor FTTAT & SAT faor & #iq gy a1, safF
39 YelisT Aeft O A1 TR G § € A

* The girl's mother blamed waste dumping near their house, which
attracted stray dogs, leading to the bite.

» el T AT 7 B F YN FeT Sk STt T ToFAeR oerT, fSed JranT #a
T 3Tel oY 3R sreeht l e foraT|

Rising Cases of Dog Bites in Kerala

el A FA & FIEA F Tod A

* According to State government data presented by Minister for Local
Self-Governments M.B. Rajesh, 3.17 lakh people sought treatment for dog
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bite-related cases from government hospitals in 2024.
« TYTART TIATHA FHAY T Y. TS GRT T U AR F IThsl & AR, 2024 F 3.17 A&

sﬂwwﬁmﬁﬁgﬁﬂxmﬁ#qﬁmﬁ%smaé;%w@l
* Thiruvananthapuram district recorded the highest number with 50,870 cases, followed by

Kollam (37,618), Ernakulam (32,086), Palakkad (31,303), and Thrissur (29,363). Wayanad
reported the lowest at 5,719 cases.

- forraaaqat foTel 7 Hed SA1ET 50,870 ATHA HIH 371U, SH F1c; Hleeld (37,618), TATHeA
(32,086), UTerarahTs (31,303) 3R FAAT (29,363) T | IIATS H HIH FH 5,719 HATHA Gof 1ehT AT

State Government’s Concern and Demand for Rule Change

T TIHR F [ar i FAaaAT & aeena i #@w@r

* Minister M.B. Rajesh reiterated his earlier demand to the Union government for
amendments in the Animal Birth Control (ABC) rules to make them less stringent.

« 7 T . TS A e THR A 9 oA fAg+7or (ABC) Tt A waerer 9 3¢ FH WEd Slle
&Y 31T ggelt AT SES|

* He said Kerala had over 900 ABC centres, but many had to shut down due to stipulations
in the new rules.

« 3581 gl for FTT H 900 ¥ 3fqF ABC Fg o, JiferaT A7 fag#T ¥ et F FRor 35085 3 %5 F
9 T 93T

* Another issue is public opposition wherever local bodies attempt to set up these centres.

* T 37T FHEIT IE ¢ [oh T FAFTaT GanT 37 Fal sl TR it I HITLT TN FATAT
SterdlT 1 faer g 8

Opposition’s Criticism

CRGEIRIGIEGH

» Leader of the Opposition V.D. Satheesan said the number of stray dogs has grown so
much that people are afraid to go out.

- et & Sar 2. wcliwer A e o AR Fal b TEAT 3 T¢ 7S § o AT ATeR e @
A E

* He blamed local bodies for being inactive and the government for not providing enough
funds.

« 37giel TUTHIRT fAsTat & ATSHT 3R TWFR HF 1ATed B8 o & & v SFAgR sgaa|
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» Satheesan alleged that the government ignored the issue despite the Opposition raising it
several times.

* HAH o RIY ST fo fIUeT g1 %% 9N AGET 381 & S1as[g o WHR o 3 FAorHaTT
foRa|

* He urged the State to implement a multidisciplinary disease control system to fight rabies,
and said the government cannot evade responsibility for children’s deaths.

* Iogiol T J Yot FATor & T e ag-3TATHT 9T FAsTor JorTelt w/19] et b 37TaTg foha 3R
et o aeal Y AlT & T WER TFA & a9 78 awd

Assam Villagers oppose transfer
of grazmg field for logistics park

|GS Paper llI: Environment

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

" Livestock farmers of 21 vil-
lages near Guwahati have
opposed the Assam go-
vernment’s move to trans-
form a large chunk of graz-
ing land adjoining an
ecologically fragile wet-
land into a logistics park.
On April 7, the Kamrup
District Commissioner’s of-
fice issued a notification
proposing the acquisition
of 150 bighas, or 49.59
acres, of the Dorabeel graz-
ing field located in Palash-
bari revenue circle. The As-
sam Industrial
Development Corporation
(AIDC) Limited intends to
hand over the land to a Kol-
kata-based company for
the establishment of a lo-

The grazing area adjoins an ecologlcally fragile wetland the

villagers said. FILE PHOTO

gistics park.

“This village grazing
land is the only one of its
kind in this part of the
State and serves as a criti-
cal lifeline for the liveli-
hoods of the residents of 21
surrounding villages. Va-
rious social organisations

iif A

i

and indigenous communi-
ties strongly oppose this
move, which threatens
their existence,” said Ash-
wini Mazumdar of the Do-
rabeel Village Grazing
Field Protection Conven-
ing Committee, represent-
ing the villagers to be af-

fected by the logistics park.

According to Kanak
Chandra Das, who is a
member of the committee,
more than 3,000 families
dependent on this grazing
land for livestock rearing
would be severely affected
by the move. “This project
will disrupt their liveli-
hoods,” he said.

Another panel member,
Abinash Kalita, said some
500 families from 12 villag-
es rely on the superior soil
of this land for pottery.

“We, therefore, are
against the construction of
the logistics park and urge
the administration to ad-
dress our concerns. If ne-
cessary, we will launch a
robust public movement to
protect our rights,” the
committee said.

Opposition to Grazing Land Acquisition in Assam

WA A TWEME A F rferergor & fader
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- Livestock farmers from 21 villages near Guwahati have opposed the
Assam government’s decision to convert a large grazing land into a
logistics park.

* ETTEN & UTH F 21 ATl F TUTeIh o TG A FY AT Irh 7
TG & IHA TIHR F thaa 1 e BFar g

* On April 7, the Kamrup District Commissioner’s office issued a notification proposing the
acquisition of 150 bighas (approximately 49.59 acres) of Dorabeel grazing field in the
Palashbari revenue circle.

* 7 3Tl T FTATT FHET HYFT FIATET o TTeRraTS Torea & # U SRIele TREME 1 150
offe (SraTeTar 49.59 UH3) A IHTRAATRA et o SEdTd STRY feham|

* The Assam Industrial Development Corporation (AIDC) Limited plans to hand over the
land to a Kolkata-based company for developing the logistics park.

- 378H 3iteA A e e (AIDC) ffAes 38 oA &I Fiaewrar it T Faell A diforfecad
g1 Je1Te & forw Tiust 1 AT 91 W 8

* This village grazing land is the only one of its kind in the region and is crucial for the
livelihood of people from the 21 surrounding villages.

» Ig T Y AWM fA S8 &7 H Tt AE T THATH ¢ iR IHTHITH & 21 7@ o o9t hr
TSN & AT 3 Ageaqur ¥

+ Social organisations and indigenous communities have strongly opposed the move, calling
it a threat to their survival.

» HIATSTh Hataai 3R Ifare FHerl & 58 weH o F31 A fhar ¢ 3R 58 3a9& wfdaca &
foT @ IarT B

» Ashwini Mazumdar, representing the Dorabeel Village Grazing Field Protection
Convening Committee, highlighted the risks posed to the villagers’ livelihoods.

» BRI 7T TG LETOT HAtorer WAT 1 gfafeifeica ate arel 3rfRael AsFER & ameion S
TSAfaehT 9 HE ¢ Tk Y 3R fohaT|

« Committee member Kanak Chandra Das said over 3,000 families dependent on this land for
livestock rearing will be severely affected.

- GfATS & TeET Fote g g1 o I 6 39 9fA o) gepurer & fov e 3,000 @ faw afEar
= thaor & 313R &7 & yarfad giav|

» Another committee member, Abinash Kalita, noted that 500 families from 12 villages
depend on the land’s superior soil for pottery.
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- HIATA & Ueh 37 He &g Arf=mer Hfaar & sarar & 12 amat & 500 9Rar sq & &1 3aa7
fAred) w ol & faw fAsi €

» The committee has declared its opposition to the logistics park and warned of launching a
strong public movement to protect their rights.

- FAfS F AfSfesa o &1 Ry SFTATd §U 9= HTUHRT A7 677 3 Forw Ferered o1t Jiieeret Y&
FLeT &Y AT & B

Activists ask Centre to
withdraw genome-edited
rice varieties, say it’s unsafe

|GS Pager 11l: Environment

NEW DELHI

The Coalition for GM-free
India, a civil society organ-
isation that is fighting a
case against genetically
modified crops in the Su-
preme Court, has demand-
ed that the Centre with-
draw the two
genome-edited paddy va-
rieties announced on Sun-
day.

The organisation, in a
statement on Monday, said
the seeds have the poten-
tial to harm humans and
cause irreversible damage
to the environment. Venu-
gopal Badaravada, a mem-
ber of the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research
(ICAR) governing body re-
presenting farmers, said
the announcement reflects
a troubling trend of priori-
tising “science for hea-

N

The Centre had announced
the development of two
gene-edited varieties of rice. ANI

dlines” over “solutions for
the farm”.

The coalition termed
the announcement illegal
and said the Centre knows
that lack of safety will re-
veal itself if the genome-
edited rice varieties are put
through regulatory testing,
and therefore deregulate
Site-Directed Nuclease 1
and Site-Directed Nuclease
2 (SDN-1 and SDN-2) gene

editing techniques in the
country. “It is shocking
that the Government of In-
dia is doing unlawful
things under pressure
from corporate lobbies.
There is an enormous bo-
dy of scientific literature
that is pointing to the lack
of safety of gene editing
techniques,” the Coalition
said, adding that the seeds
are being released based
on unscientific rationale
and “under a smokescreen
of higher yield/drought re-
sistance, etc, without any
safety testing at all.”

The Centre had an-
nounced the development
of two varieties of rice, Ka-
mala (DRR Dhan 100), de-
veloped by the Indian Insti-
tute of Rice Research,
Hyderabad, and Pusa DST
Rice 1, developed by the In-
dian Agricultural Research
Institute, Delhi.

Activists Ask Centre
to Withdraw Genome-
Edited Rice Varieties
FIAGATST o g A
S-guifed araer
fREAT Y a9 da
AT &Y

» The Coalition for GM-free
India, a civil society organisation
fighting a case against
genetically modified crops in
the Supreme Court, has
demanded that the Centre
withdraw the two genome-edited
paddy varieties announced on
Sunday.

T e 3 R w7 @ weifra
Tl & QT 9 o @18, 3899
Fe T AR o1 AT S 1S ar
ShAreT-gurfee ener freat S araa
oY Fr AT T

* In a statement on Monday, the organisation said the seeds could harm human health and
cause irreversible damage to the environment.

-Wﬁmﬁwmﬁmﬁaﬁmmwwﬁwq—gmm%aﬂtm
1 3oy a1fy og=r &hd 8
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* Venugopal Badaravada, a member of the ICAR governing body representing farmers, said
the announcement reflects a troubling trend of prioritising “science for headlines” over
“solutions for the farm.”

- framat a1 gfafaftica #e arer snSeeaR rafeter ot & aqea Jaarer aerarsT & &gl & I8
ENYoT “@e’ & fore R &1 @t F gamerer” W arAfAsar &e i R ggiy gafeh §1

* The coalition termed the announcement illegal and claimed that the Centre is avoiding
regulatory testing because the lack of safety would be exposed if the genome-edited rice
underwent testing.

« ST o ST ENYUT ol A AT 3R FeT foh Fg TXFR g gdietor & 99 3 & Fifd It
SheAreT-Farfee araer o1 GEToT foham ST o JRam Y FHY 3R 81 Seef|

« It criticised the deregulation of Site-Directed Nuclease 1 (SDN-1) and Site-Directed
Nuclease 2 (SDN-2) gene editing techniques in the country.

* HISH o 32U H WIBS-3RRFLS 7fFeTo 1 (SDN-1) 3R HISE-3RNEES wgfFerlar 2 (SDN-2) Sief
ST TUTeA dshete! o ARATAIHA Fr Tl

* The coalition alleged that the Government of India is acting unlawfully under pressure from
corporate lobbies.

« ST 7 IRT FINAT o HR BIHR HIARE AT 3 gara 3 M BT F1 T E &

« It stated that there is a large body of scientific literature that points to the lack of safety in
gene editing technologies.

- TGS o T foh Raamer wfee #1 37 fwam @ g € 3 et wameet et e ¢t &

* The seeds, according to the coalition, are being released based on unscientific rationale and
claims such as higher yield and drought resistance, without any safety testing.

- TS o HTAR, A dIsT AT i 3R 38w 397 7 F@r gfader S grat & 3R @1 e
forelt et qfiator & Sl frw ST TR €

Genome-Edited Rice Varieties Announced by the Centre

¥ garT e Shee-anfea araer 6t e

» The Centre announced the development of two rice varieties: Kamala (DRR Dhan 100),
developed by the Indian Institute of Rice Research, Hyderabad, and Pusa DST Rice 1,
developed by the Indian Agricultural Research Institute, Delhi.

« the o QY ATaeT T ThEHAT & T T BNNUTT i FHHET (DRR 1+ 100) Toid SR araer
ITHETST HEATS, BTG o TAh A foham §, 3R g Sewed Wsw 1, o8 Rl Ff¥ srqaemer
HEUT, ool & faafaa fmar 1
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When the wind stops or the sun
is hiding, other sources have to
step in within minutes, or there
need to be adequate systems for
storing and then releasing
renewable energy in place

They will have to “assist the system
with additional controls to support the
grid, particularly in inertia terms,” he
said.

Marc Petit, professor of electrical
systems at top French engineering school
CentraleSupelec, argued that moving
away from fossil fuels would make
hydroelectric and nuclear power plants
“even more essential for stabilising the
system” as they use rotating machines.

A range of technical solutions already
exists to compensate for renewables’ lack
of inertia and hence to support grid
stability. These include gravity storage,
cryogenic liquid air, compressed air, and
concentrated solar power.

As it undergoes a transition away from
coal, Britain is banking on flywheels, a
tried and tested system. Surplus power
from solar and wind farms is used to
make the large wheels turn, creating
kinetic energy. This stored energy can
then be converted to provide electricity to
the grid if needed.

Just before the massive blackout on
April 28, wind and solar power provided
70% of Spain’s electricity output. But
renewables are intermittent sources of
energy as they rely on nature.

When the wind stops blowing or the
sun is hiding, other sources have to step
in within minutes, or there need to be
adequate systems for storing and then
releasing renewable energy in place.

Depending on the country, backup
supply currently comes from mainly
thermal power plants, nuclear reactors,
or hydroelectricity. To handle the ups and
downs of renewable power, countries
must ramp up storage capacity. The most
widespread method is pumped storage
hydropower from water reservoirs.

But large stationary batteries, akin to
shipping containers, are increasingly
being deployed alongside wind and solar
farms — a segment dominated by China.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Spain blackout
highlights the
grid challenge
for renewables

|GS Paper lll: Environment |
Agence France Presse

The cause of last week’s massive power
outage in Spain and Portugal remains
unclear, but it has shone a spotlight on
solar and wind energy, which critics
accuse of straining electricity grids.

The rise of renewables presents a
challenge for power grids, which must
evolve to adapt as countries move away
from fossil fuels.

Grid operators must ensure that
electricity is constantly balanced between
demand and supply.

A metric of this balance is the
frequency of the electricity flowing
through the grid, set at 50 Hz in Europe
and 60 Hz in the US. If that number drifts
too far off, it can jeopardise the grid.

Historically, the electricity system has
relied on conventional power plants —
gas, coal, nuclear, and hydroelectric —
that use spinning turbines to generate
electricity. These machines keep the
frequency stable.

If a power plant fails or if electricity
demand increases too quickly, they help
stabilise the grid by releasing the kinetic
energy stored in their rotors.

Instead of spinning machines, solar
and wind farms use electronic systems
that feed power into the grid, making it
harder to maintain that delicate balance.

Renewable energy will have to do more
than provide carbon-free electricity in the
future, said Jose Luis Dominguez-Garcia,
an electrical systems expert at the
Catalonia Energy Research Institute.

Spain Blackout
Highlights the Grid
Challenge for
Renewables

o1 7 farsrelt e @1t
q ANFIONT FaAT &
fore fars & gatdh

3R g%

- The cause of last
week’s massive power
outage in Spain and
Portugal remains
unclear.

- Ao geae W 3k
gﬂ:nr»rﬁgéaé’rﬁmﬁ
FeldY FT FROT TISE AT
gl

* The incident has brought
attention to solar and wind
energy, which critics say strain
the electricity grids.

« 3 "eAT 7 G 3R gae F4T
R €1 T &, T8 ATl
frsrelt s o @Yt ST arerm
HIA g

» The growth of renewables presents a challenge for power grids,
which must evolve as countries shift from fossil fuels.
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AT BT

+ Grid operators must maintain a constant balance between electricity supply and demand.

« T35 3iToet s farsrelt #r amqfet 3itt AA7er & e AR T SaTT T@aT e B

* A key metric of this balance is the grid frequency — 50 Hz in Europe and 60 Hz in the US.
« 58 HcJolel & A& ATISs frs & amgfar & — A9 7 50 Hz 3 3@AR&T 7 60 Hz|

* If frequency strays too far, it can jeopardise the grid.

-?:Iﬁaﬂilcﬁqu 378 Sl ST, df Jg s r @ay & ST ThaT 2

Traditional Grid Stability Methods
WRETT 3 e gt

* Historically, the system depended on conventional power plants (gas, coal, nuclear,
hydroelectric) that use spinning turbines.

» IRYRR &G I, Fg JoTTell A, FIell, TTHA0], JR STafdegd S FRamr qra Caied W AR
T & S g et T ohl 3UAN9T L & |

» These turbines help keep the frequency stable.

» I TigeT YR Y R 91T T@= # FHeg A E

* If demand spikes or a plant fails, rotors in these machines release kinetic energy to stabilise
the grid.

« e AT IATAS TGl & IT IS Tolie el &1 ST &, ar T FAMT & e 319=1 AfAST FaAT BIFH
fOrg 1 e e €1

Renewables and Grid Challenges

Ao St 3k frs #r getfat

* In contrast, solar and wind farms use electronic systems, not spinning turbines, making
grid balancing harder.

- 38 faulid, §R 3R Jaa g9 goaciae fRAEed &1 3091 a1 ¢, o [ g arel eaigal 1,
S IS Werer ST 3@alT e g 3|

* Renewables must provide more than carbon-free electricity; they must help support the
grid.

» AT Fiil T herel HIT-HF faorell 61 o781, Sioeh fars Y TR & &ar gram|
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* According to Jose Luis Dominguez-Garcia from the Catalonia Energy Research Institute,
renewables must assist in inertia support.

« AT AT HTHUTT FEATT & S I SATCT-TTIAT & 3HTAR, TR0 Foit hr
5cq GHYA H Acg e gralT|

» Marc Petit from CentraleSupelec stated that hydroelectric and nuclear plants will be
essential due to their rotating machines.

- HETergUa® & AT AT o Tl o FTafdega 3R awATo] WI=T 3ol g arel #efT & HROT
faary g S|

Solutions for Grid Stability with Renewables

AN FatT & |1 frs Fuvar & |amur=

» Existing technical solutions include gravity storage, cryogenic liquid air, compressed air,
and concentrated solar power.

Fatt enfae & |

* Britain is using flywheels to store kinetic energy generated from surplus solar and wind
power.

- forter 7 Al 3 v Fert B HfARerd 3 @ 3cue arfarsr et & FeEdew A Hafgd
ST T@T Bl

* This stored energy can be used to supply electricity to the grid when needed.

« g FIfed FoiT IMaLTHdT ST W s &t fsrelt &= 3 g=iier Fr 517 Fahell B

Blackout Context and Energy Mix in Spain
SAHIATIT T TSR T T 7 FaAT Asror

+ Just before the blackout on April 28, wind and solar contributed 70% of Spain’s electricity.

. 28 IV & sAFHIIT T S Uge, T T sty T 70% TeTar gaer 3R R FaT 9 317 387 27|

* Renewables are intermittent as they depend on natural conditions (sunlight and wind).

- AN FaAT AT BT & i I5 wpfas aRfeufaat (g 3t gan) w AR w8

* When sunlight or wind is unavailable, other sources must fill the gap quickly or energy
storage must be in place.

« STeT [T AT §aT 781 g1, Al 31 Al Sl STedl 8 Gfcl Sl I § AT AT HSROT Sl STaEAT gladr
Uyl
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Backup and Storage Needs
d&3ra 3 HEROT FY ITTRITFHAT

* Currently, backup comes from thermal plants, nuclear reactors, or hydroelectric sources,
depending on the country.

» IAATA H, G2 o IR YA velied, WAT] Rueex, a1 STafaegd Wal & den31d 7r s g1

» To manage fluctuations in renewables, countries must increase storage capacity.

o TATRONT FaiT H IAR-TST hl AT o ToIT 220 T 39T HEROT &THAT Sl glal|

* The most widespread method is pumped storage hydropower using water reservoirs.

* T HIATY R ST FHT IYANT X G058 TR FA a6 ¢ |

» Large stationary batteries, similar to shipping containers, are also being installed with wind
and solar farms.

- FAIfRYer FeeRY 31 92 U SRt & of yae i @iy G393t & @ o o @ d

* This battery segment is currently dominated by China.

« 39 St 819 9T RhorgTel e #71 aiEa &1
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Redrawing the not-so-pretty energy footprint of Al

GS Paper lIl: S&T

undoubtedly eased access to art and

reduced the time and the effort required
to complete certain tasks. For example,
ChatGPT-40 can generate a Studio Ghibli-inspired
portrait in seconds with just a prompt. But this
ease comes at a significant energy cost that is
often overlooked — one that has even led to
Graphic Processing Units (GPUs) melting. As Al
tools advance, this environmental impact will
continue to become more detrimental, making
this an unsustainable technology. How can Al be
developed sustainably? And can leveraging
nuclear energy, specifically Small Modular
Reactors (SMR), be a possible alternative?

Al is not free. Every time one uses ChatGPT or
any other Al tool, somewhere in the world, there
is a data centre chugging electricity, much of
which is generated from fossil fuels. “It’s super
fun seeing people love images in ChatGPT, but
our GPUs are melting,” tweeted Sam Altman, CEO
of OpenAl. Projections indicate that these data
centres could account for 10% of the world’s total
electricity usage by 2030. Though these estimates
mirror worldwide energy trends, it is necessary
to highlight that India currently has sufficient
capacity to generate electricity for its own
domestic Al needs. Yet, with increasing adoption
and ambitions, proactive planning is imperative.

Training an Al model, whether it is a
conversational tool such as ChatGPT or an
image-generator tool such as Midjourney, can
generate the same amount of COz as five cars
running continuously across their life. Once
deployed, Al tools continue to draw immense
power from data centres as they serve countless
users around the globe. This resource
consumption is staggering, and it is becoming
more unsustainable as Al adoption grows.

To start with, Al companies need to be
transparent about their energy consumption. Just

G enerative Artificial Intelligence (Al) has
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Small modular
nuclear reactors
could be the
energy answer
to support
booming Al and
data
infrastructure

as some regulations mandate the disclosure of
privacy practices surrounding data usage,
companies must also be mandated to disclose
their environmental impact — first, how much
energy is being consumed? Second, where is it
coming from? Third, what steps are being taken
to minimise energy consumption? Such data
would provide further insights on where energy
is being used the most and encourage research
and development to create a more sustainable
model of Al development.

Advantages of SMRs

Another, perhaps controversial, solution would
be to address the energy source behind all of this
technological growth. It is time nuclear energy,
particularly SMRs, is discussed seriously. While
this is often a subject of heated debate, it is also a
powerful potential solution to the energy
demands created by Al and other emerging
technologies. The Al boom is happening fast, and
the current energy infrastructure will just not be
able to keep up.

SMRs present a transformative opportunity for
the global energy landscape to support booming
Al and data infrastructure. Unlike traditional
large-scale nuclear power plants that demand
extensive land, water, and infrastructure, SMRs
are designed to be compact and scalable. This
flexibility allows them to be deployed closer to
high-energy-demand facilities, such as data
centres, which require consistent and reliable
power to manage vast amounts of computational
workloads. Their ability to provide 24X7,
zero-carbon, baseload electricity makes them an
ideal alternative to renewable sources such as
solar and wind by ensuring a stable energy
supply regardless of weather conditions.

The benefits of SMRs extend beyond just
energy reliability. Their modular construction
reduces construction time and costs when

compared to conventional nuclear plants,
enabling faster deployment to meet the rapidly
growing demands of Al and data-driven
industries. Additionally, SMRs offer enhanced
safety features, with passive safety systems that
rely on natural phenomena to cool the reactor
core and safely shut down, reducing the risk of
accidents. This makes them more acceptable and
easier to integrate into regions where large-scale
nuclear facilities would face opposition. The
ability of SMR to operate in diverse
environments, from urban areas to remote
locations, also supports the decentralisation of
energy production, reducing transmission losses
and enhancing grid resilience.

Some of the challenges

However, the adoption of SMRs is not without
challenges. Significant policy shifts will be
required to create a robust regulatory framework
that addresses safety, waste management and
public perception. There is also the matter of
substantial upfront investment, as the technology
is still maturing and may face issues of cost
competitiveness when compared to established
energy sources. Additionally, coordinating SMR
deployment with existing renewable energy
initiatives will require careful planning to
maximise synergies while minimising
redundancy. In India’s case, despite these
challenges, the cost of electricity from SMRs is
predicted to fall from %10.3 to 5 per kWh after
the reactors are functional, which is less than the
average cost of electricity.

In conclusion, a public-private partnership
model presents a realistic solution to the
challenges of sustainable Al development. By
leveraging the strengths of both sectors, this
model can facilitate the efficient development of
SMRs alongside other forms of renewable energy
to support advancements in AL

Redrawing the Not-So-Pretty Energy Footprint of Al
Al & FSIT ITANT A TEHIA TR HY BT § Gia

- Generative Artificial Intelligence (Al) has eased access to art and
reduced the time and effort needed for tasks.

» STeRfeT nfeRpRIIe IS (Al) A Fell T UG Y AT Forr AT ¥
3R FEt I QU F & A ST qren FA7 3R = ger R

* Tools like ChatGPT-40 can generate a Studio Ghibli-inspired portrait in seconds using a

simple prompt.

* ChatGPT-40 S ol Teh WTLROT YIFCT I F& &1 A3 A Studio Ghibli ¥ IR o g v

gl
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* This convenience comes at a significant energy cost, which is often ignored.

« Ig AT FAgcaqur ST aETa F Ty AT 7, T I Aorsiarer 1 ;v sar g

* In some cases, the high energy use has led to GPUs melting.

« T AT A AT FAT 3IANT & FROT GPU aF Rerer arv §)

* As Al tools advance, the environmental impact will grow, raising questions about
sustainability.

« S-SR Al T R ) @ ¥, g1 T TaRoNT e agar o @1 §, P REsue | @are
354 8l

* There is a need to explore sustainable development of Al — including options like Small
Modular Reactors (SMRs).

« Al % Faa fawra Y sraeasar § — forae FAte AlZger Ruaed (SMRs) st Rsedt w far
T s T 81

Al's Hidden Energy Cost
Al #1 & g8 FST dereT

* Using ChatGPT or any Al tool requires energy from data centres, often powered by
fossil fuels.

» ChatGPT a1 et 8ff Al Tof &7 3Uer #%et & fAw 327 et & FaT Y raegaar g 8, it
HFER SArame# Syt & warfe g §

» Sam Altman, CEO of OpenAl, tweeted that “our GPUs are melting” due to Al usage.
« OpenAl & CEO ¥ sifeeala o Tdie fFam fF Al & 39ahor & “gAR GPU Raa @ §1”

* By 2030, data centres could account for 10% of the world’s total electricity usage.

* 2030 aF, 3TT HeX AT Y FoT RsTel TIF FT 10% TF ITAT FT Tt §1

* India currently has enough electricity capacity for its domestic Al needs, but growth
demands proactive planning.

» TR & 9T TTATA H I B Al HTERIFATHT & Frw gaee Rrsrelt arwran §, oAfdwer sy
W AT Y ATTRART ¥

* Training an Al model can generate as much CO2 as five cars running across their
lifetimes.

- TF Al ATsd F1 TRAITAT F3 @ 3aa1 CO2 3cafota 8Y waFam ¢ foraen fF v #Ri & ¥
Sfraeterer 71
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* Even after deployment, Al tools consume huge amounts of power from data centres to
serve global users.

o ATl & 91 oft, Al T T 3R & ITAWTRAIAT FT AT & F AT 31 A @ Ireafarw o
TId FA B

* This growing resource consumption makes the technology unsustainable over time.

* IF 9ol §§ HHTUS WU $H dhalld H THY & T HRUT (IEATH) Fa1 & 71

Need for Transparency and Regulation

IRETaT 3R aAs Y Araegwar

* Al companies must be transparent about their energy usage, similar to how data
privacy is regulated.

« Al FUATT FY 379+ FAT TUT & IR #H IR @ Tfge, S 3er Mustgar & fore A sam
o &

* They should disclose: (1) How much energy is consumed? (2) Where is it coming from?
(3) What steps are being taken to reduce it?

* 378 U GATH FTAT AR (1) Bretelt Falt @ g W A2 (2) T5 Fal A I R? (3) 39 FA FW
FRTHTAFeAIGTTRE?

* Such disclosures will help identify high-energy use areas and encourage R&D for more
sustainable Al.

« XF AR FAT I qT 831 Y IgTT F AR 3PF Taa Al F faw srepwena ik R
(R&D) F FIcHTRT H et

Advantages of SMRs
SMRs & T8

» A controversial but important solution to energy needs driven by technological growth is to
consider nuclear energy, especially Small Modular Reactors (SMRs).

« epeitehl TRl 8 3cUee] Soll ITARTRATIT o HATUT o T Ueh faarereye afther Ageaqur 3urr
& — TfFeIT TeTalt, TaT &0 & FHTer AGYER NoFedt (SMRs) W Fa=ar 3|

» The rapid rise of Al is outpacing the capabilities of current energy infrastructure.

« Al Y I F Tgt AT TIHT ST S 1 &THaATHT A 3F T W R

* SMRs offer a transformative opportunity for the global energy system to support Al and
data infrastructure.

« SMRs 3fRae FaT yoTrell &t Al 31T 3T SHREFaR FT THIT Fl & foIT T IREdARRY JaaR
el A g |
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* Unlike large nuclear plants, SMRs are compact and scalable, needing less land, water, and
infrastructure.

* §3 GTHATI THAT T Jofell H SMRs HIFdFe AR THaae gl & 3R 3¢ FH A, arelt 3k
IAHTAT hT HTTRIHT Bl & |

» They can be located closer to high-energy-demand sites like data centres.

* 3o 3T Sl AT qrel T o1 32T e & Hi9 T1fa fomar o1 daar ¢

* SMRs offer 24x7, zero-carbon, baseload power, unlike solar and wind, which depend on
weather.

« SMRs 24x7, SARY-FE, 3TN fasTell Ui FLd &, Siate R 3R gaa Fa1 #ga ) AR a8
gl

Additional Benefits of SMRs
SMRs & 3rfaRed a1

* Modular construction of SMRs reduces construction time and cost, ensuring faster
deployment than conventional nuclear plants.

» SMRs T Az fafor faTor Forar 3 T 1 &a T ¢, a8 I8 TRINE GAT] F=
T JoleT 3 sft ¥ TR T S et £

» They include enhanced safety features, using passive systems based on natural cooling
mechanisms.

« 5o JeeTdt GRaT fardwand gich 8, St wipfa effaerer a7 o) 3meria TS sonfora &1 3o
A g

* This reduces the risk of accidents, making them more acceptable in regions where large
nuclear plants face opposition.

« SN gHET FT T FH QT &, FTd I 37 a1 3170 Tl 9 A § STET a8 ATy
HIE T AT giar gl

* SMRs can be used in urban and remote areas, enabling decentralised energy production
and reducing transmission losses.

- SMRs & gt 31T gREeT 83 7 SEAAT T S FohelT €, Forae R fega ot seareer d@ora
2T ¢ 3R crafAee of e FH 8T 2|

* This enhances grid resilience and ensures stable electricity even in remote zones.

- 5 firs i AT gt ¢ 3R RuR Rerel smqfet gfafRad g €, v grerer et 1

Some of the Challenges

FO YHE Jafaar
9 9 S
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« Significant policy changes are needed to create a robust regulatory framework for SMRs,
covering safety, waste management, and public perception.

* SMRs & oI &, 3rqfrse yaereT 3 STeT RO ! e i aTell Teh A I arar
el 8 Ageaqor sfifaard aRade 3maeas g1

* SMRs require high upfront investment, and the technology is still maturing.

» SMRs & T yRffe fader arfte giar &, 3R I digaifarehr arsft Rerrefie &

» Cost competitiveness with existing energy sources remains a concern.

- AISIET FAT WAl T JoreT H arerer wfaeaqu’ 31t off veh gl B |

* There is a need to coordinate SMR deployment with renewable energy plans to avoid
redundancy and maximise synergy.

« SMRs FY TUTGT FI ANFIVNT FAT T34 & TTY FATead et I 3MTTHdT § difeh agad
F 9T ST Th 3R AT 1 3fwas fhar o1 T |

* In India, despite challenges, SMR electricity costs are projected to fall from ¥10.3 to ¥5 per
kWh after they become operational.

« HRT H, 3oT YAl o STaole, SMRs @ 3cdeet farstell $T AT & T10.3 & gea 5 vfar Ifae
(kWh) T 37TeY ST GHTGT g |

* This is lower than the average cost of electricity currently available.

« Jg TAATA A 3y 3Haa Tl arera & F7 g

Conclusion: Public-Private Partnership Model

fasay: grdefas-fAs smefiery Ase
* A public-private partnership model offers a realistic solution to ensure sustainable Al
development.

. graarfer-fast s Alse TR Al R{F/T & T te areafds AT 961 Har gl

» This model can support the efficient development of SMRs along with renewable energy,
helping meet the energy demands of emerging technologies.

» JE AIS AN FaiT & WY SMRs & FUT AFTH 7 TR Y Fehel 8, TG 7§ Aehediept
Y FAT HTERIAFATHT T QT AT ST Feh |
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Maritime hub
The Vizhinjam port offers enormous
economic benefits for India
T he commissioning of the Vizhinjam Inter-

national Transhipment Deepwater Multi-
purpose Seaport, developed by Adani
Ports and Special Economic Zone Ltd (APSEZ)
under a public-private partnership model with
the Kerala government, marks a milestone in In-
dia’s maritime history. For a country such as In-
dia, which relies heavily on foreign ports for han-
dling around 75% of its inbound and outbound
transshipment cargo, resulting in an annual reve-
nue loss of approximately $200 million-$220 m,
the port presents enormous economic opportun-
ities. Its natural draft of about 20 metres, requir-
ing minimal capital dredging, and its proximity to
international shipping routes linking Europe,
West Asia and the Far East — the east-west ship-
ping axis — position it as a strong contender to be-
come a transshipment hub. This could potential-
ly bring home a significant portion of Indian
cargo transshipment handled by the Singapore,
Colombo, Salalah and Dubai ports. Ultra-large
container vessels can berth without deviating
from their route, thereby saving costs. As India’s
first semi-automated port equipped with remote-
controlled quay cranes and an Al-powered vessel
traffic management system, Vizhinjam will signif-
icantly reduce vessel turnaround times. India’s
container throughput capacity last year was ap-
proximately 20 million TEUs (twenty-foot equiva-
lent units), contrasting with China’s 330 million
TEUSs. This highlights the need for modern ports
such as Vizhinjam along India’s coastline.
Following the project’s agreement in 2015, the
Kerala government faced challenges, including
protests from fisherfolk supported by the Latin
Church, natural calamities and the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Commercial operations commenced in
July 2024, with 265 ships, including large mother
ships, having berthed so far. In the first phase,
the Kerala government invested ¥5,595 crore,
Adani Ports spent 32,454 crore, and the Union go-
vernment provided a viability gap fund loan of
818 crore — a funding structure that sparked pol-
itical debate. For Vizhinjam, an all-weather port,
to become a game-changer in South Asia’s mari-
time trade, the Centre and the State must ensure
the timely completion of rail and road connectiv-
ity, which is crucial for leveraging the port’s full
potential. This will facilitate efficient cargo deliv-
ery to the entire hinterland of South India. The
subsequent development phases, for which AP-
SEZ and the Kerala government have signed an
agreement involving an investment of around
%9,500 crore by 2028, must also be implemented
promptly. Warehousing, logistics, and industrial
facilities are essential for the port to evolve into a
thriving commercial maritime hub.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Maritime hub

A H

« Commissioning of Vizhinjam Port

e The Vizhinjam International Transhipment
Deepwater Multipurpose Seaport, developed
by Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone
Ltd (APSEZ) under a public-private
partnership model with the Kerala
government, marks a major milestone in
India’s maritime history.

o 3T TIPR & T g Toreh- Tl HENGRY
ATSA & dgd G T US TIUST SHIATASD Al
fafaes (APSEZ) garr fawfia fafgrers

R & WHal sfaere 7 v Ageaqur Al F1 gl
gl

* India’s Dependence on Foreign Ports

* India currently depends on foreign ports for handling about
75% of its transshipment cargo, causing an annual revenue
loss of $200 million-$220 million.

« R TAATT H 31T ST 75% SIHTAYHAT FHIIf T ToTeld &
forT faeeft deameY uv IR &, a8 &3 g1l 97T $200
AftTT—$220 Afoaa Hr Teeg g g 21

* Strategic Location and Infrastructure

» With a natural draft of about 20 metres, requiring minimal
capital dredging, and proximity to major international
shipping routes (Europe, West Asia, Far East), Vizhinjam is
well-positioned to become a transshipment hub.

» T 20 HIeT & Wrpfaeh g & T, I8 g Fa GEhord
SfSiaT & Jrraegenar gich 8, 3N I, 9T v sk vR §ve
I SIS aTet AR AT AT & H A gleT oh RO,

fafgicra graflide gq o & fov 3ugeFa ¢
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» Saving Costs and Attracting Large Vessels
» Ultra-large container vessels can berth without deviating from their routes, resulting in cost
savings.

* EET-ATST HEAX STGTST ToIoTT 31T AT T &< & TgT 3 Tohdl &, Torad AR H a9 &l g

* Technological Advancements

* Vizhinjam is India’s first semi-automated port, with remote-controlled quay cranes and an
Al-powered vessel traffic management system, enabling reduced vessel turnaround
times.

- TAfSIoTer 5IRT T Uger re-Traanfard se3ene ¢, foras Rae-fAaRa #7a shet 31k vans-g=nfaa
T ATATATT T IOTTel! &, TaY STgTail & Tehet 31T ST T AT g1 &

* Container Throughput Capacity Comparison
* In the last year, India handled approximately 20 million TEUs, compared to China’s 330
million TEUSs, indicating the need for modern ports like Vizhinjam.

- o ¥ AR o JTI39T 20 FATIIT TEUs AT, STafer et & 330 Afoa= TEUs, o@d
fafSioreT S amyfores SeTemel A smarawar 1 Hehel AT g |

* Challenges Faced by Kerala Government

* Since the agreement in 2015, the Kerala government faced challenges such as protests
from fisherfolk supported by the Latin Church, natural calamities, and the COVID-19
pandemic.

» 2015 H FHSAN o d1C, Hiel THR I Afeer T gar gwfda Agamit & e, wpfaw smoerst
3R FAS-19 AETARY ST A I hT TTHAT FAT T3

« Commencement of Operations
« Commercial operations began in July 2024, and 265 ships, including large mother ships,
have berthed at the port so far.

- STAITAF AT J[elT$ 2024 ﬁayvg:m, 3R 319 T 265 BT, 99 92 A g anfAa &)
SeTIg R 3T o &

* Investment and Political Debate

* In the first phase:

— Kerala government invested ¥5,595 crore

— Adani Ports invested ¥2,454 crore

— Union government provided ¥818 crore as a viability gap fund loan
» These investments led to political debates.

* Ugol TRUT &:

— el TIPR of ¥5,595 S 1 fAaer fhar

— 37CTe T o ¥2,454 FT T U

— &g, TIHR & T818 F3 T arfafardY A9 & =Hor Fgraar &
* 30 R FTE1 BT oY T 964 o g5
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* Need for Connectivity Infrastructure
* For Vizhinjam to become a game-changer in South Asia’s maritime trade, timely
completion of rail and road connectivity is essential.

- RATSiSe @1 gf@or TR & w9 SR # A9-deR I & AT, 1 AR 95 §uF FT EHT W
fasTor 3TaeTes B

* Benefits to Southern India’s Hinterland
* Enhanced connectivity will enable efficient cargo delivery to the entire hinterland of South
India.

* 9§ {9 W SIRIOT IR & QY ATaARF &3 it Ay Ferer 3mqfed ws1a g Fhaf|

* Future Expansion Plans
» For subsequent development phases, APSEZ and the Kerala government have signed an
agreement involving ¥9,500 crore investment by 2028.

« 313 & faehTa TROT & foIv, APSEZ 3 e GXHR o 2028 de 9,500 F:13 F fAaer Fr
qHSIar R gl

* Need for Supporting Infrastructure
* Warehousing, logistics, and industrial facilities are essential for Vizhinjam to evolve into a
thriving commercial maritime hub.

- ATSIST &l U el aIOfoas WA Fg el & fov daesfier, aifafeesrw 3R silaafs
giaee 3aeae g
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Hydrogen versus battery: The cost of clean public transport
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At present, hydrogen fuel cell buses and trucks cost 20-30% more than their battery electric counterparts

| DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

early seven in 10 people in
N developing countries are

expected to be living in ci-
ties by 2050 given rapid urbanisa-
tion. While urban growth provides
greater access to jobs and essential
services, it also brings challenges
with it such as traffic congestion
and air pollution, which signifi-
cantly impact health.

In India, a Lancet study reports
that from 2008 to 2019, short-term
exposure to PM2.5 particles ac-
counted for nearly 30,000 deaths
annually across 10 major cities, re-
presenting 7.2% of all deaths. This
includes around 5,100 deaths per
year in Mumbai, 4,678 in Kolkata,
and 2,870 in Chennai (Chart 1).

These alarming figures have
prompted many cities, including
Cairo (Egypt), Dakar (Senegal),
Santiago (Chile), and Bogota (Co-
lombia), to explore cleaner public
transport options. As a result, de-
mand for electric vehicles (EVs)
has risen globally. By 2023, there
were 40 million electric cars on
the world’s roads — a 35% increase
from the previous year. However,
EVs still represent only a small
share of total global vehicles.

Chart 2 shows electric car sales
from 2012 to 2024. Over half of glo-
bal sales took place in China, fol-
lowed by Europe and the U.S.,
with other regions contributing a
much smaller share.

While battery electric vehicles
(BEVs) dominate the market, Fuel
Cell Electric Vehicles (FCEVs) pre-
sent an alternative with several ad-
vantages — they have a longer driv-
ing range due to higher energy
density, can refuel in just 5-15 mi-
nutes, and are generally lighter
than battery-powered vehicles.
They are particularly suitable for
long-distance travel, rugged ter-
rain, and extreme cold.

However, FCEVs remain rare,
with only 93,000 units globally —

| icle for every 330 battery-powered

ones. This is largely due to their
high initial and operational costs.
As shown in Chart 3, fuel cell bus-
es and trucks cost 20-30% more
than their battery-electric counter-
parts. Nonetheless, prices for both
are expected to converge by 2030
as technology improves.

Operational costs, however, re-
main a concern. Chart 4 high-
lights the cost per kilometre for va-
rious vehicle types. Diesel buses
cost about $0.27 per km, while
electric buses cost only $0.17, mak-
ing them more economical despite
their higher upfront cost.

In contrast, hydrogen fuel cell
buses are significantly more ex-
pensive to operate. Blue hydrogen,
produced from natural gas, costs
$0.84 per km, while green hydro-
gen, derived from renewable
sources, costs $0.91 per km. Ex-
perts predict that the initial cost of
hydrogen vehicles will match that
of battery-electric vehicles within
the next five years. However, their
operational costs are expected to
remain high, even beyond 2030.

In India, the adoption of EVs is
progressing at a steady pace. EVs
accounted for approximately 5% of
total vehicle sales in 2023. Electric
car registrations rose by 70% year-
on-year to 80,000 units compared
to just a 10% growth in overall car
sales. However, the most rapid
growth was in the three-wheeler
segment, where India accounted
for nearly 60% of global electric
three-wheeler sales. In fact, in
2023, India surpassed China to be-
come the largest market for elec-
tric three-wheelers, with over 0.58
million units sold.

India also ranks as the world’s
second-largest market for electric
two-wheelers, with 0.88 million
units sold in 2023. But this figure is
significantly lower than China’s 6
million units. Notably, China, In-
dia, and ASEAN countries domi-
nate the global market for electric
two- and three-wheelers, while all
other regions combined contri-
bute less than 5% to global sales in

equating to just one hydrogen veh- | these categories.

Hydrogen versus Battery: The Cost of Clean Public Transport

Chart 1: Deaths attributable to PM2.5
every year in the 2008-2019 period
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Chart 3: The chart shows the initial cost of
various vehicles in $1000 (k)s
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Chart 2: Electric car sales between 2012 and
2024. Figures in million
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Chart 4: The chart highlights the cost per
kilometre for various vehicle types
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Urbanisation and Air Pollution Challenges

ergdior 3R ATy ygwor Fr gatfaat

* Nearly 70% of people in developing countries are expected to live in cities by 2050 due to

rapid urbanisation.

« 2050 deh Taerraeiier g2it & STaT37eT 70% AT Qi F 8Y & A HFHIT & HROT AT 7 @A hr
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 Urbanisation offers better access to jobs and essential services, but it also causes traffic
congestion and air pollution, which severely impact health.

* QTE{HIOT AR 3R JATaRTF AATH T Se TG &l &, AT A A1 AT S AR g
YGHOT ST HAEATE &1 377l &, ST Fareed oY 7789 316 sTereh &1

* A Lancet study found that from 2008 to 2019, short-term exposure to PM2.5 particles
caused nearly 30,000 deaths annually in 10 major Indian cities.

- Lancet & Ue HEJY & 3ER 2008 ¥ 2019 & &I PM2.5 &1t o 3eTehlioieh Hueh & R &
10 97@ A A & Fel 11T 30,000 kel €51

* This includes about 5,100 deaths/year in Mumbai, 4,678 in Kolkata, and 2,870 in Chennai.
« SHH Ha$ # 5,100, Frerrar # 4,678, 3 Ae=1$ # 2,870 af¥e AT AT B |

Global Shift Toward Cleaner Public Transport
TITS YA tas IRag $ 3T ARTG+ s

*» Due to such alarming statistics, cities like Cairo (Egypt), Dakar (Senegal), Santiago (Chile),
and Bogota (Colombia) are adopting cleaner transport systems.

« 3oT FIATSTeToh 37ThaT oh HRUT FHIfAT (AW), sHR (@aArer), Aieamen (Rreh) 3R dener (Fiafaam)
ST AR FaTo IRagd Jorrell T8 & |

* Demand for electric vehicles (EVs) has increased worldwide. By 2023, there were 40 million
electric cars, a 35% rise from the previous year.

- STFea A=t (EVs) T AT f¥eeh T R &3 81 2023 oeh Gl #1X H 4 FU3 gelfaes FR AT,
i Teel a¥ &l Jolell & 35% 3rfara 2|

* However, EVs still form only a small share of the global vehicle fleet.

« gTclifer, EVs 3730 8ff ATaes aTgall &1 shdol BYeT fREaT 21

Electric Car Market Distribution

gAfFeHh FR TSR HT {Faor

* Over 50% of global EV sales were in China, followed by Europe and the U.S.
- 3G EV fshr 1 50% & 3iftreh ot 3 g317, 38k o1e; JUT 3R ART A 217 g

* Other regions contributed only a small share to global electric car sales.

« 37 8131 of afRaeh Solfdee PR Tsh! H hdel BIET JTET f&aT|

Battery Electric Vehicles (BEVs) vs Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles (FCEVS)
d<d sAfFes ames (BEVs) a6 ¥ U Fafaea arge (FCEVs)

* BEVs dominate the EV market, but FCEVs offer benefits such as longer range, faster
refuelling (5-15 minutes), and lighter weight.
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« EV ST5fR 7 BEVs &T 93[cd 8, Afthel FCEVs & B¢ § o9 ot gt # {7, 5-15 et #
FgfeiT, 3R F Tt |

* FCEVs are ideal for long-distance travel, rugged terrain, and extreme cold conditions.

« FCEVs odlt gft 1 am, qudia samet, 3 sreafaes 33 wtaer & fow sugea 8

FCEV Adoption and Cost Gap

FCEV 319t 3iX AT T 3}
* Globally, there are only 93,000 hydrogen vehicles, or 1 for every 330 battery EVs.
+ gfTaT & harel 93,000 FTSZSIT AT ©, Arel §X 330 A EVs W 1 grggiaret arget |

* This is due to high initial and operational costs of FCEVs.
« SHPT HRUT FCEVs FI Iva IRA® 31 warer= amra 21

* Fuel cell buses and trucks currently cost 20-30% more than battery electric ones.

- T AT T 3R g ITAT F S gAfdee argat i g H 20-30% HfoF 7N

» These prices are expected to equalise by 2030 as technology improves.

« Tehotleh 7 GUN & AL T HIAT 2030 T HAT &1 Fehll & |

Operational Cost Comparison
HaTeeT ST Y Jelell

* Diesel buses cost around $0.27/km, while electric buses cost about $0.17/km.

« STl T ¥ ST I $0.27 iy FreY &, STafh gafFes awt r amra $0.17 wfa el

* Hydrogen fuel cell buses are costlier: blue hydrogen costs $0.84/km, and green hydrogen
costs $0.91/km.

- FTEEISIT A A 9 U AN & s gTeSIoeT I aAeray $0.84 wfer freY 31 et agiarer v
T $0.91 ufer farad &1

» Experts believe hydrogen vehicle prices will match battery vehicles in 5 years, but
operational costs will stay higher beyond 2030.

« WA 1 ATAAT § foh 5 aut # gTEEYereT atgall 1 FIAT ST qTEAT oh sRI&R &F ST, aAfhet
AT AR 2030 & a1g #Y 31 aef gl

Electric Vehicle Adoption in India

HRA A safFes argeT e Fr fFafa

* In 2023, EVs made up about 5% of all vehicle sales in India.
* 2023 # HRA H el ATE ToIshT T TSI 5% EVs T fe&ar 7|
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* Electric car registrations grew by 70% year-on-year, reaching 80,000 units, while overall car
sales grew only 10%.

» Solfegeh ST AT TofTehUT AT 70% G 80,000 JFAE BT ITT, STefeh el IR Toishr 3 sharel
10% Y Fefdr g5

» The fastest growth occurred in the three-wheeler segment, where India contributed 60% of
global electric three-wheeler sales.

- 8 Aot & geftr er-afeam aveatt # g3, STl 7R @ AR safFeen dier-ufea fasht 1 60%
QT S|

* In 2023, India overtook China to become the largest market for electric three-wheelers,
selling over 0.58 million units.

» 2023 # AR & Hief T NS BIFH FaH 73T FAfFea el-UfRAT ATe ISR Jeidl §T 0.58
faferaer gfae @ 3R fashr $

* India is the second-largest market for electric two-wheelers, with 0.88 million units sold in
2023.

« TR 0.88 FAT= gfare &1 fhr & arer 2023 # gAfaes -afaT ael 1 gET FaW 737 TR
gl

* However, this is still much lower than China’s 6 million units.

- grelifeh, 7g 31 oft et i 6 AT gfagw T Ffr a1 &

* China, India, and ASEAN countries dominate the global electric two- and three-wheeler
market; other regions account for less than 5%.

« AT, s, 3R IRAATe e Afaes saferee a- 3R dier-afar aesr sk # waw faewr
e §; 317 8137 T TTeTT 5% A FA ¢
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