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1. Irag Farmers Turn to Groundwater to Boost Desert Yield
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SEOUL
Bribery indictment is ‘political,
says S. Korea’s ex-President Moon

IGS Paper I: Mapping AP

N
Former South Korean President Moon Jae-in was indicted for
bribery linked to his son-in-law’s no-show job at a Thai airline from
2018-2020. Mr. Moon called the charges politically motivated and
accused prosecutors of abusing power. The case follows a pattern
of legal troubles for ex-leaders amid upcoming elections. reuters
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WASHINGTON

Rubio to host signing of agreement
between Rwanda and DR Congo

S Paper |: Mapping AEP
A
U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio on Friday will host the signing of
a “declaration of principles” between Rwanda and the Democratic
Republic of Congo, following a truce pledge. The agreement aims to

promote peace, stability, and economic development, with U.S.
interests in Congo’s mineral sector. arp
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Annual retreat

/

Agirl carries a flag as Israeli Druze wait to greet Syrian Druze who cross the border from Syria into the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights, as they
come to the annual gathering at the Nabi Shuayb Shrine, a holy place for the community, on Friday. REUTERS

GS Paper |: A&C

Druze Community: Overview

¥ 5 9HEE: T 9RET
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o The Druze are a unique ethnoreligious group that originated in the 11th century as an offshoot
of Ismaili Shia Islam, but their beliefs are secretive and distinct from Islam today.

gt Ueh fafrse eot-arer waera g i 114t eraredt 7 seamselt fRar svamr 1 v aman
& T H 3cUee GU, Afhed ST Folohl HIATT A & el IR M 8

o They are monotheistic, and their religion incorporates elements of Islam, Hinduism, Gnosticism,
Neoplatonism, and other philosophies.

q TEHRENET §, 3R 3T U s, g 4, AeTaTg, Ae-mararg 3R 3 g
faeerdt @I JATgd L &

o The Druze do not accept converts and practice tagiyya (concealing one's faith when under threat).

ool AT IAAAT A FFR A FQ AR AfFzA A1 grefat ad § (@R Hr Fufa &
39 €A AT GUE)|

o Spread primarily across Lebanon, Syria, and Israel.

AT &9 § A« €A1 3R gorger & e gu ¢

1L Israeli Druze

IL §Tgell gt

e Population: ~150,000 (around 2% of Israel’s population).

STTHEAT: ST 1.5 AT, ST SORISel T ol STAHEAT T oI 2% ¢ |
o Mainly live in northern Israel: Galilee, Carmel, and Golan Heights.

ACY &9 U 38 SIS & elter, Froer, 3R AMeler grgew &= # ®d &

o Unlike most Arab citizens of Israel, Israeli Druze are drafted into the Israeli Defense Forces
(IDF) and are known for their loyalty to the state.

SONISel & TR INT ARG & AU, SRSl gof I SISl & aaf (IDF)
e w9 @ ot fovar srar £ 3R 3 Tsw & gfa AssmEe A S £

o They participate in Israeli politics and civil services.

J goRTEe! TS 3R R darad sy o €

o However, some Druze oppose the 2018 Nation-State Law, claiming it undermines their equal
citizenship.

FTeTifh, & 5T 2018 & WeE-TUsT et 1 AT a3l §, I§ Fgad g0 o Ig 1
AT ARTREAT P FHAR HT 2
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sy Syrian Druze

sv HiRaTs gt

Population: ~700,000 (mostly in As-Suwayda province in southern Syria, also called Jabal al-
Druze).

STTEET: ST 7 A, ST AET &9 & Sfeior MRAT & 3rw-gaer vic (S STaer -5t
Y &gl JTaT 8) H W gl

Traditionally loyal to the Syrian state, but many Druze remained neutral or wary during the
Syrian Civil War.

IRaR® &7 & I HRAE 5T F 97 qHER R ¢, AT DRI eIy & SR F3
GOl dCEY AT WAH T

Have faced pressure from both Assad’s regime, Islamist rebels, and ISIL in different phases of
the conflict.

oY & Affea ol & sl 3rag o, sear Rl 3 smévasmsta @ e

T FIHAT fRaT B
Seek autonomy and security guarantees, and have formed local self-defense militias in the
region.

J TR 3R GRET H IR TEd § 3R & A TUey aneAvan AR Er e
IH &l

iai Nabi Shuayb Shrine
il T e qoIE

Located near Tiberias in northern Israel, this shrine is believed by the Druze to be the tomb of
Prophet Shuayb (Jethro), the father-in-law of Moses.

Ig SYaTTg I8 Forsd & faaRama & arw &y §, o8 g woera deier qua (79) -
S HEAT & FFIY - H FF A B

It is the most sacred site in the Druze faith.

TE ool U H gau qfaT Tya gl

Annual pilgrimage (Ziyara) is held from April 25 to 28, attended by Druze from Israel and other
countries (when allowed).

IgT &Y AT 25 @ 28 3t & o arfds foaRa (damm) smafaa gy & 5ad sorsa
3R 3T 3ot & g afAe g § (@ At @)l

Recognized and maintained by the Israeli government as a Druze holy site.
S0 SONTEel AP SINT Th gof I T & & F Agdr 3R TReToT oo &
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Connections and Importance
#ay 3 Agea

The Nabi Shuayb Shrine symbolizes the religious unity of Druze across national borders.
et U &N A ST WA T Bel gof Ty Fr arffid wharF1 Idih g
The Israeli and Syrian Druze, though divided by politics and borders, share a common
religious and cultural identity.

gorgal 3 HRAE g5, o7 & Tt it Hamet @ Fanfoa § afes 309 9
are aifdE AR wiEpfas wEaE gl

In geopolitics, Druze often find themselves balancing loyalty to the state they reside in while
maintaining community autonomy and transnational ties.

sSAfa® gt F, ool THEN HFR 30 Ao & Uid faser AR wogerr i Fargear
YT HAWST Fatil & T HefeloT Soflal 1 Feufa 7 gl &
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New methods: A farmer adjusts the irrigation systemin a
wheat field in Najaf desert. Arp

Iraq farmers turn
to groundwater to
boost desert yield

Agence France-Presse
NAJAF

Farmer Hadi Saheb cannot wait to see his wheat
fields flourish in the heart of the desert after he
tapped into groundwater reserves in water-
starved Iraq.

He is just one of many Iragis who have turned
to drilling wells in the desert to help sustain the
country’s agriculture. It is a risky move that threa-
tens to deplete the groundwater in a nation alrea-
dy battered by frequent drought and scarce rain-
fall. Although Iraq’s fertile plains traditionally
stretch along the once-mighty Tigris and Eu-
phrates — the two rivers whose levels have plum-
meted — Saheb’s vast lands lie in the heart of the
southern Najaf desert.

“Year after year the drought worsens, and the
desertification intensifies,” said the 46-year-old.
So he has turned to groundwater, taking advan-
tage of a government initiative.

This leases desert land to farmers at a symbolic
price of one dollar per dunum (0.25 hectares in
Iraq’s measurement), provides subsidised irriga-
tion systems, and buys their harvest at a preferen-
tial rate. Now that he doesn’t have to rely solely on
rainfall, Saheb said he cultivates 20 times more
land than before, and his harvest has increased to
250 tons. “It would be impossible to continue
without groundwater, which we cannot extract
without drilling wells,” he said.

Like many other farmers, Saheb has upgraded
his irrigation techniques. He now relies on a
centre-pivot method involving equipment rotat-
ing in a circle to water crops through sprinklers.

This uses at least 50% less water than flooding.

gl
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Iraq Farmers Turn to Groundwater to Boost
Desert Yield

g & e YT & deaR Je & fav
HAT FTHERT AT &

Farmer Hadi Saheb is hopeful to see his wheat
fields flourish in the heart of the desert, after
tapping into groundwater reserves in water-starved
Iraq.

qTelt Sy Y AT a1 3 # AT gTdt We e oF STl
mmmmmmmwm#@wm
-9 3@ &Y 3FAIE STaTe g

e He is among many Iraqis who have started drilling wells in the
desert to support the country’s agriculture.

IE 3T S SNTHAT H AMTAS § Segiat 5 T FT F a0 W@ & e
Yorearer & T @eet E fHarg |

e Thisis a risky move that could deplete groundwater, in a
country already affected by frequent drought and scarce rainfall.

Ig Tk NRAH T FEA & S $Tel F WA FT Hehell §, STITh o7 Tgal
¥ &1 e @ 3R FA a9 § T @ e

o Traditionally, Iraq’s fertile plains lie along the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers, whose water levels have drastically fallen.

IR T F, $0F & 3913 A Rw AR Thew aAfet & fram
B ¥, e ool T & H PRrae 3ms g1

¢ Saheb’s vast lands are located in the southern Najaf desert, far
from these rivers.

A1es T A FHie 3o AAfet & gy gftroft A & Yedre & feud

e He said, “Year after year the drought worsens, and desertification intensifies.”
3egiet heT, "§T HTel FET TG<IT ST TT § X IATATAIRIOT st ) TET 1"

e To cope with this, he has turned to groundwater, utilizing a government initiative.
SHY Tes o ToIT 3egieT ${aTer AT HERT fordT § 3R Teh AR Tgel 1 3TN fhaAT 8

« This initiative leases desert land to farmers at a symbolic price of one dollar per

dunum (0.25 hectares), offers subsidised irrigation systems, and buys their harvest
at preferential rates.
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Ig AT fehaTail a1 9 GoTa Faer U STer FIR YellwlcA®w hrrd T IReari offey gee
W el ¥ (1 &A= 0.25 gFea), wiows arer RaTs fAees 3ueretr e & 31N 37 wer
&I [y g7 o @dedt §

« Now, freed from dependence on rainfall, Saheb said he is able to cultivate 20 times
more land than before and has increased his harvest to 250 tons.

319 g7 R A8 GeA g1t & 91, Wied o Fgl o a8 Tgel § 20 a1 rfar offdy v @<

& IT R & 3R 37T 3eqTeeT AT 250 & aF 96 78 B

e He added, “It would be impossible to continue without groundwater, which we can
only access by drilling wells.”

e gl
o Like many others, Saheb has upgraded his irrigation technique.
37T TRaETAT T TE, TTed o HT 37T FAATS dhelieh H 3ol AT |

e He now uses a centre-pivot irrigation method, where equipment rotates in a circle,
watering crops with sprinklers.

319 ¢ HeX-Mae RAwré R 1 3uger wxd §, Swe sumor g wadl w1 s &
It Bsdhd £
e This method uses at least 50% less water than traditional flood irrigation.

Ig faftr aRaRer arg fAaTS 1 Jofell 7 F37 @ FH 50% F 9Telt hT 3T Ll ¢ |

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Baisaran Meadow was always open to the public: J&K
ST T T AT AT STt & fAT Gt T FTF-FHR

HRATHA

2. ‘Shocking’ Misuse of Waqf Law Led to Amendments,
Centre Informs SC

TFH FITe & “AlhTal ATl GEIANT { g WeNwred, &g F g
HIE HT AT

3. Over a Dozen Annual Reports of SC, ST, and OBC
Panels Yet to Be Made Public
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4. India Suspends Indus Waters Treaty with Pakistan
R o aTfhearer & aryr fe srer @ity ) fAefaa e

5. India’s Diplomatic Actions Against Pakistan After
Pahalgam Attack

gl gH e & d1¢ GIfehTdle & Qe IR & T A
FRATS

6. Carrot and Stick: On the U.S. and Iran Talks
I 3R 3371 Afe 3R ik |/T aaT )

7. Teaching Children to Eat Well Must Begin in School
Tl Y WS AT RAGTAT Fhel & S g1 AT

8. Treating the Dead with Dignity
H! & AT TRAT F Y FaER

9. Pakistan Airspace Closure: Airlines Deploy Strategies to
Cut Losses

IfREdTT & §aT$ &1 & §¢ i I TILATSH o °IeT HH
FIA Y OEHAAT 319418

10. Syrian Foreign Minister Raises New Flag at UN
Headquarters

HiRETS Rrger 7l & FYF USe AEATAT A AT ST FErT
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Baisaran meadow
was always open
to the public: J&K

|GS Paper II: IS

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Day after officials from the
Union Home Ministry in-
formed an all-party meet-
ing that police permission
was not sought for opening
the Baisaran meadow,
where 26 people were
killed by terrorists on April
22, a senior J&K govern-
ment official told The Hin-
du that police authorisa-
tion has never been sought
for the tourist spot, which
is open throughout the
year, barring  snowy
months.

The official said the J&K
Police were yet to formally
communicate with the Un-
ion Territory administra-
tion regarding the permit
issue. “The Baisaran mea-
dow has remained open
for tourists for years,” the
official said. A poster at the
gate of the “Picnic Spot”
says that it is operated by
the Pahalgam Develop-
ment Authority in Anant-
nag district, and the cost of
an entry ticket is ¥35 a per-
son.

J&K was demoted from a
State to a Union Territory
with an Assembly in 2019,
after which the first elec-
tions were held in 2024.
The responsibility for the
maintenance of law and or-
der, police, and the securi-
ty grid lies with the Lieute-
nant-Governor’s office and
the Home Ministry, while
tourism comes under the
ambit of the UT’s elected
administration.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah had told MPs at
an all-party meeting on
Thursday that just under a
1,000 tourists visited the
Baisaran meadow from
April 20 to 22. He said that
hotel and resort owners in
Pahalgam should have
been responsible and fol-
lowed the security proto-
col before sending the tou-
rists there, MPs who
attended the meeting said.

Union Minister Amit Shah being
briefed about the terror attack,
as he arrives at Baisaran.

An Intelligence Bureau
official informed the parlia-
mentarians that the attack
is suspected to have been
carried out by loose groups
of militants belonging to
Pakistan-backed  terror
outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba and
its proxy The Resistance
Front (TRF), who are “op-
erating in the higher
reaches”.

Seven tunnels detected
Mr. Shah said that security
forces have detected seven
tunnels along the border
which were used by the
terrorists to infiltrate from
Pakistan, and have killed
35 LeT terrorists so far.

The MHA’s presentation
said that in the decade bet-
ween June 2014 and May
2024, there were 1,643 ter-
rorist-initiated incidents.
There were 1,925 infiltra-
tion attempts and 726 suc-
cessful infiltrations during
this time. As many as 576
security personnel and
1,607 were killed during
the same period.

At the meeting, a Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) official said that
there is no permanent de-
ployment of CRPF in the
area where the attack took
place. The official added
that tourists generally fre-
quent this area during the
Amarnath Yatra period.
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Baisaran Meadow was always open to
the public: J&K

ST U T AT AT SeTat & fAw g
TET: STFH-FHIT JraT

A day after Union Home Ministry officials
stated at an all-party meeting that police
permission was not sought to open Baisaran
meadow, a senior J&K government official
clarified that the tourist spot has always been
open except during snowy months.

G d5% A FA I[E AT & HfAFRaT
CaNT I8 Fg A & T foet 916 fF duTer Aerer
@reret & forw gfers 1 srefafar 78t oft 715 o, o
TS SIFA-FHAR TWHRT ITAFRT  Tove fHhar fw
g 9 TI A% Thar) & 71 &) SEa]
AT Gell TEe &

. The official said that the J&K Police had not formally
communicated any requirement for such permission to the
Union Territory administration.

TR & gl o ST o o 39 Heg W Hgenfaa
W& TRATH FT =i 9 T F1E ATTHRY T8 &Y &

. A board at the entrance to the meadow describes it as a
“Picnic Spot” managed by the Pahalgam Development
Authority, with an entry ticket priced at ¥35 per person.

HETeT & JdeT GaR IR o6l U &1s # 38 “Msrfaes Taie” aaqmm s r
9aer ook T35 ufer safad g

Governance and Responsibility

T SFaEdT 3R FAEY

. After the abrogation of Jammu & Kashmir’'s statehood in
2019, it became a Union Territory with an Assembly, and its first
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elections were held in 2024.

2019 H JAFH-FIFHR FT AT FT Goll ¢ & TIG Tg Ueh TAUTHTHAT T hgemfad vaer &
® H Feel 13T, IR 2024 F $HD Tgel I U

The Lieutenant Governor’s office and the Union Home Ministry are responsible for law
and order, policing, and security, while tourism falls under the elected UT
administration.

FTefT-sqaedT, AT ik gear f foraer Affede Taei F Fratay 3K 78 Frea 6
g, STafh Tdee T ToTR it §§ Faenfiie Ferer TR & el 377 &

All-Party Meeting Highlights
IS Ao Y A& a1

Union Home Minister Amit Shah told MPs that nearly 1,000 tourists visited Baisaran
meadow between April 20 and 22.

HERT I[E FAT AT ATE F FHET T TAAT 7 20 F 22 34T & AT A FETA F AT
1,000 g T |

He stated that hotel and resort owners in Pahalgam should have been more responsible
and followed security protocols.

3cgiol gl & TgoInd & gled 3R Rt amnfoept i 31f89 fSFAer glar anfge a7 3k
F&T fAaAY T 9Telet el T11eT 7|
An Intelligence Bureau (IB) official informed the MPs that the attack on April 22 was

likely carried out by Pakistan-backed Lashkar-e-Taiba and its proxy group The
Resistance Front (TRF).

geforeia s (3m$el) & T 3T & |iweT @I aarr f& 22 mﬁara;‘rganmﬁmz
IfFedre FATTT TREFT-T-d7ar 3R 3ahr aediel & WAFH e (3Re®w) garT fohar s/ r
a7

These militants are believed to be operating from higher reaches of the region.

VAT HITT 57 36T & b A 3Tdehard) I 98T STl & FfFT &

Tunnel Infiltration and Casualty Data

gt & gads I ame e

Mr. Shah reported that seven tunnels used for infiltration from Pakistan were detected,
and 35 LeT terrorists have been neutralized so far.

AT Mg 7 FATAT T FREdTeT & GHYS & [T STAATe &7 378 AT LA T IT 9ol § 3R

379 b 35 TRH-U-aIET & TaFHaredl sl ART I4T ¢

Between June 2014 and May 2024, there were 1,643 terrorist attacks, 1,925
infiltration attempts, and 726 successful infiltrations.
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ST 2014 A A 2024 & e 1,643 T gA A, 1,925 Gits Fr :fAet, 3K 726 wper
gl ot H TS|

e During the same period, 576 security personnel and 1,607 civilians lost their lives.

ST 37afey & 576 FRaTRaT 3 1,607 AFTRET BT Al €51

CRPF Deployment in the Area
& F MIAeE Y dereh

o A CRPF official said that there is no permanent deployment of CRPF troops in the

area where the April 22 attack occurred.

HIRATE & Tk TSR 7 gl 6 22 3rdher & gHer arer &7 F N3AoE i warf
aaTelt gt 8

e The area generally sees tourist activity during the Amarnath Yatra period.

Ig &F ATACN T AT ITAT & SRIeT TAeeh! T 917 8T &

‘Shocking’ misuse of Waqgf law led
to amendments, Centre informs SC

[GS Paper 1I: Wagf Law ]
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Union government has
told the Supreme Court
that the “shocking” misuse
of wagf provisions enabled
“rampant encroachments”
into private and govern-
ment properties, leading
to a 116% rise in waqgf lands
between 2013 and 2024, a
phenomenal high un-
matched even in the Mugh-
al period. This was part of
the Centre’s response to
petitioners challenging the
constitutionality of the
Wagqgf (Amendment) Act,
2025.

“After the amendment
brought in the year 2013,
there is a 116% rise in auqaf
[assets] area. It is submit-
ted that right before even
Mughal era, pre-Indepen-
dence and post-indepen-

After the amendment
brought in the year
2013, there is a 116%
rise in auqaf [assets]

area, the govt. said

dence eras, the total of
wagfs created was
18,29,163.896 acres of land
in India. Shockingly after
2013, in just 11 years, the
addition of wagqf land is
20,92,072.536 acres... The
figure of 20 lakh acres is
additional and not the total
figure. The total comes to
39,21,236.459 acres of
land,” a preliminary reply,
filed by the Ministry of Mi-
nority Affairs and shared
on Friday, said.

On May 5, a Supreme
Court Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna is scheduled to

hear the petitions, repre-
sented by senior advocates
Kapil Sibal, A.M. Singhvi,
and advocate Anas Tanwir,
challenging the statute’s
constitutionality.

The entire response of
the Centre, along with an-
nexures, is over a thou-
sand pages long, and ob-
jects to the possibility of
any kind of judicial stay on
the full implementation of
the amendments.

On April 16, the three-
judge Bench recorded an
assurance by the govern-
ment that it will neither de-
notify any waqf properties,
including  wagf-by-user
ones, nor make any ap-
pointments of non-Mus-
lims to the Central Waqf
Council or the States Wagf
Boards under the 2025 Act.

The Centre said that the
“phenomenal” increase in

wagqf property and serious
complaints of land-grab-
bing had convinced Parlia-
ment to enact the will of
the people through a new
law.

The government, repre-
sented by Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta and nodal
counsel Kanu Agrawal,
said that removing the con-
cept of ‘wagf-by-user’ in
the 2025 amendments did
not deprive a Muslim of his
right to create a wagf.

“Under the proviso to
Section 3[1][r], no trust,
deed or any documentary
proof has been insisted
upon in the amendment or
even prior thereto. The on-
ly mandatory requirement
for being protected under
the proviso is that such
‘wagf-by-user’ must be re-
gistered as on April 8,
2025,” the Centre said.

‘Shocking’
Misuse of Waqf
Law Led to
Amendments,
Centre Informs
SC

qFH Flold &
N
HeereT, Fg A
e FE

T

e The Union
government informed the

Supreme Court that there had been a “shocking” misuse of waqf provisions, which
allowed rampant encroachments into private and government properties.

% TR o FAH HIE I TATIT o o TTaeiTedl b “eheplat aTell” goaAT g3 ¥, Toreray
foAsft 3R FIPRY HIRTAT IR ST 3ifcIshaoT Herd g3
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This misuse resulted in a 116% rise in wagf lands between 2013 and 2024, a number
unmatched even during the Mughal period.

S GEUIT & HROT 2013 & 2024 & T I A H 116% 1 JEf& g3, i foh e el
H oY 8T Y 318 Y|

This statement was part of the Centre’s reply to petitions challenging the
constitutionality of the Wagf (Amendment) Act, 2025.

Ig ST aF® (FeiereT) srfarfaaer, 2025 @ wenfasmar i goildl & arelt Frfenrsit
&g Fr gfaferar o ear o

Rise in Waqf Lands After 2013
2013 & 9T % A 7 gefa

After the 2013 amendment, there was a 116% increase in augaf (assets) area.
2013 & RN & ST, % HUTEAT F &TThel H 1169 1 e €51

Before the Mughal era and up to post-Independence, the total wagf lands stood at
18,29,163.896 acres.

HA T & Tgel AR TIATAT & TG A, TFh 3{[H T ol &Tathel 18,29,163.896 TH3 T|
After 2013, within just 11 years, an additional 20,92,072.536 acres of land were added.
2013 & dTg, AT 11 st 7 3rfalea 20,92,072.536 T3 A ST TS|

The total area under waqgf now stands at 39,21,236.459 acres, according to the
Ministry of Minority Affairs.

IHECTHETS ATHA & HATTT o HJHR 3T T o 37elleT ol 81Tl 39,21,236.459 TH3
gl

Supreme Court Hearing and Legal Challenge

AT FIE H Foaaré AR Frepett Fotelt

The petitions challenging the Act's constitutionality will be heard by a Supreme Court
Bench headed by Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna on May 5.

58 Jfafaes fr gdurfamar H gatd & areh afawat o 5 7% w1 e s g
el T ITETRTAT aTell 1A FIE NS FoAars |

Kapil Sibal, A.M. Singhvi, and Anas Tanwir are among the senior advocates
representing the petitioners.

ITTIRTRAT3iT T 3R T el Rsaer, v.ow. Rgd), 317 3w aadR 0 akss gedre
EEIFSNREEI

The Centre submitted a preliminary reply of over 1,000 pages objecting to any judicial
stay on the implementation of the amendments.

&g 7 1,000 ¥ 30w goat FY yRfAS gfafFar i@ fi, Gad gau=t F seads )
Y 3 FfAe Ty &1 3 fonam o)
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Assurances Given to the Court

FIC FI &Y IS AT

On April 16, the three-judge Bench recorded the Centre’s assurance that no waqf
properties (including waqgf-by-user) will be denotified.

16 3rer = eT-arameiefiT fo & &g, TFHR T T TATEA gof fohaT i s off aoFw
Y (FFF-a9-IoR Aigd) BAfews a7 v smeet|

It also assured that no non-Muslims would be appointed to the Central Waqf Council
or State Waqf Boards under the 2025 Act.

g off 3mearaesT fear =T foF 2025 IARAIA & dgd FF 9% IRYE IT UsF IFF a1t &
Tl -y feersr 1 fgfer w7gT 1 srwet|

Reason for Amendments and Removal of Waqf-by-User

A=A FT FROT H TFH-TT-JI T FATCT

The government said the phenomenal increase in wagf land and land-grabbing
complaints led Parliament to act in accordance with the will of the people.

IR o gl o I 91fH 7 sreafle gafr 31X s1ffr weat &y el & wRoT wog
ST Y $TBT & 37IET HaTS

The removal of ‘waqf-by-user’ in the 2025 amendments does not deprive any Muslim
from creating a wagf.

2025 WA F ‘TFF-IT-GIV T FATC 4 fohel ATETH 1 T Tollel & 3T @
CIEGIGRAERIEIE IR

Under Section 3[1][r], there is no requirement for any trust deed or documentary
proof even now or earlier.

R 3[1][r] & ded 7« IT Igo T forelT gve s AT gEardsil TATUT T 3TaeAhdT «Tgf AT

The only mandatory condition is that such waqf-by-user must be registered by April 8,
2025, to be protected.

THATS HTAAT AT T & T VAT IFH-a19-F 8 e 2025 ofeh Golighe g1l AT Alieh
39 HETOT e Heh|
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Over a dozen annual reports of SC, ST
and OBC panels yet to be made public

|GS Paper II: Constitutional and Statutory Bodiesl

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

More than a dozen crucial
annual reports of the Na-
tional Commissions for
Scheduled Castes (SCs),
Scheduled Tribes (STs),
and Other Backward Class-
es (OBCs) have not been
made public for up to se-
ven years now. While the
National Commission for
Scheduled Castes (NCSC)
and the National Commis-
sion for Scheduled Tribes
(NCST) have not submitted
their annual reports to the
President for the last two
years, the National Com-
mission for Backward
Classes (NCBC) has not
done so for three years.
The three commissions
have a constitutional man-
date to submit these re-
ports to the President ev-
ery year with a review of
the implementation of sa-

Since the reports
deal with a wide
range of subjects, it
took time to prepare
action-taken reports,

say officials

feguards meant for these
communities. This man-
date gives the panels pow-
ers to recommend any ne-
cessary action the Union
and State governments
could take for the “protec-
tion, welfare, and socio-
economic development”
of these communities.

In the past, these re-
commendations have gone
into broad areas of policy-
making, including diffe-
rent aspects of reservation,
criteria for creamy-layer
exclusion, categorisation
of communities, and
health and infrastructure
interventions.

In addition to the seven

reports, the NCSC’s annual
report of 2022-23, submit-
ted to the President in mid-
February of 2024, is yet to
be tabled in Parliament. Si-
milarly, five annual reports
of the NCST, from 2018-19
to 2022-23, had been sub-
mitted to the President but
had not been tabled in Par-
liament yet.

Regular procedure for
making these reports pu-
blic requires the govern-
ment to lay them in Parlia-
ment with action-taken
reports. Those familiar
with panels’ working ex-
plained that since the re-
ports deal with a wide
range of subjects, includ-
ing those related to State
governments, it took time
to prepare the action-taken
reports.

Officials working with
the NCSC said that the
commission was working
on the annual reports for

the last two years and they
will “soon be submitted to
the President”. NCST offi-
cials said the annual report
for 2023-24 would be “go-
ing to print soon”, and the
drafting team had been
formed for the 2024-25
report.

NCBC Chairperson,
Hansraj Gangaram Ahir
told The Hindu that the an-
nual reports for 2022-23
and 2023-24 were “getting
printed as we speak” and
will be submitted to the
President soon. “We are al-
so working on the annual
report 2024-25,” he said.

A former official of the
NCST told The Hindu that
apart from the action-ta-
ken reports taking time,
“there is an issue of how
much resources the panels
have to prepare the reports
and the priority that nodal
Ministries give to tabling
these reports”.

.
ese

not been made public for up to seven years.

THHT, THEN 3N 3N & ToIT TS 3mNai T ool 91 U 3Teeh HgeaquT anyen Raré
el a1 aut & Ardsifaed 6T ol 315 & |

e The NCSC and NCST have not submitted their annual reports to the President for the
last two years, while the NCBC has not done so for three years.

TSI AT F1fed IART (NCSC) 3R TAT IrqqfRrea Setanfer JAWT (NCST) o el
ar st & rsgufer ot 9= ariter Ralé gede w161 &1 &, stafen wedrr Rrosr a9t smaer
(NCBC) o et ast & 0| A8 ohar g

Constitutional Mandate of Commissions
AT &1 gdunfas T

e These commissions have a constitutional mandate to submit annual reports to the

President every year.

Over a Dozen
Annual Reports
of SC, ST, and
OBC Panels
Yet to Be Made
Public

Tl T 3
Y e i
goleT X & =
s RAYE ara
a% Hasta®
¢ More than a dozen
crucial annual reports of
the National

Commissions for SCs,
STs, and OBCs have

3T 3TN T Ig WAUITAS e & fF 3 g7 o Tseufa i arfde Raré ol
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e The reports must include a review of the implementation of safeguards for these
communities.

Ratet # o1 HHert & forv YRaT 3urat & frareager @y aeet anfae g @iigul
e The mandate allows the commissions to make recommendations to the Union and

State governments for the protection, welfare, and socio-economic development of
these communities.

T ETIea AT &1 3T FIETAT & Y&T, Fearor 3R arTors-3mfies e & fov &x
3R T WFRT FY RAEIRE Feer T 3regAf & B

Importance of Recommendations

RAreien &1 AT

¢ In the past, these recommendations have influenced policy-making in areas like
reservation, creamy-layer exclusion, community categorisation, and health and
infrastructure interventions.

ggol, o1 AR & sfasra faotat 1 genfaa forar &, S Tk 3mRator, Hid) SR & e
A & AAGS, GHETAT FT FAiT0T, 3R TaRLT T HTURIA ST eIy |

Delays in Tabling Reports in Parliament
Tue & RaYé qor et F 8

e The NCSC’s 2022-23 annual report, though submitted to the President in February
2024, has not been tabled in Parliament.

TaHITEH $Y 2022-23 F arfiew Rale, T wadt 2024 7 Isgufa S diar am 2, s
as wae & aer ALY fovam I &1

e Similarly, five annual reports of the NCST from 2018-19 to 2022-23 have also not been
tabled in Parliament.

ST RE, 2018-19 F 2022-23 dh o TAHITHE T I a1 RaTE ofr wag & der 7¢i Fr
g gl
Reasons for Delay

& ¥ FROT

e According to protocol, the government must table the reports in Parliament along with
action-taken reports.

Tt & AR, TR &l Rutel & arer wrars RN (Action-taken reports) &I 8 §8e
H Q27 T ST

o Officials say that since the reports cover a wide range of subjects, especially those
linked to State governments, the preparation of action-taken reports takes time.
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IRl & 3TER, Tfeh A RTé o THRI T s fafde ot «1 e el &,
safaT FRarg Ruet w1 IR #3 § AT Forar 8

Status Updates from Commissions

TN Y AT Ufa 9 FTHRY

* NCSC officials stated that reports for the last two years are being finalized and will be
submitted to the President soon.

TAETTHHY & 3TRAFRET 7 FeT o Aoer aY ant i Rare sifasr wor  § 31k Steg &
Irsgufa 1 gig & sreef|

o NCST officials said the 2023-24 report is going to print soon, and a team has been
formed to draft the 2024-25 report.

TAHTHE & TARIRAT oF Iarr for 2023-24 Y RAE Sioc & e 7 o1 Wi & 31 2024-25

I RAE TIR T o TT O ST e &Y 718 & |
e NCBC Chairperson Hansraj Gangaram Ahir said reports for 2022-23 and 2023-24 are
“getting printed” and will soon be submitted to the President.

TAETHT 3reTeT FETST IR 18R = el foh 2022-23 31X 2023-24 i RO "RT g &
& 3R ST & wseufa 1 i & Srwat

e He added that the commission is also working on the 2024-25 annual report.

3ogler Tg T &gT foh 3T 2024-25 FY aiffe R ) off F1 7 T W@ 8

Challenges in Preparing Reports

fRale SR F= #F galfaat

o« A former NCST official mentioned that limited resources and the lack of priority from
nodal Ministries affect the preparation and tabling of these reports.

TAHITHE F TF g HAFR A I i A wamerer 3R e Frerit garn & S
arelt Srerfaarar i Fat go7 Rvet i dardy 3R gegfar &1 wenfaa e g1

The National Commission for Scheduled Castes (SCs)

ST SRt 3 Rorg T amarT

e The National Commission for Scheduled Castes (SCs) is a constitutional body as it is
directly established by Article 338 of the Constitution.

Page18
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Sy ol & g g 3maRT (SCs) T WA~ e § i a5 fdu™ & srgwde 338
& Ted ) wfd fora w7

e Originally, Article 338 of the Constitution provided for the appointment of a Special
Officer for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) to investigate all
matters relating to the constitutional safeguards for SCs and STs and to report to the
President.
o = Y, WAy & 3rJede 338 H rggfd sifadl (SCs) 3R Sggfra siemfaal
(STs) & o e faRtw STt ot fAgfaa &1 uraum U1 i SCs 3R STs & forg daerfa
R& Ul @ ety gt Jmel 31 & B R Iyufd Bl Rard a1

Article 342: Scheduled Tribes

Clause (1): President’s Role in Declaring Scheduled Tribes

Rryufa @1 Srggfa S=eiaal S giftd H3 B Yfiren

1. The President of India has the authority to declare which tribes or tribal communities
in a State or Union Territory will be considered Scheduled Tribes.

(URA P 1 9% PR g 5 3 fbet 35 a1 g =wifa we=r 4 5=
STl &1 Srgfad STretT gifvd & 1)

2. For a State, the President must consult the Governor before making such a
declaration.
%Ww%mmﬁﬁmmﬁmmﬁmmm

)

3. This declaration is made through a public notification.

(@ NN TH ATdeI-e SRR & A1eay F oY ardt 21)
Example (3clgRUI):

e A tribe like the Bhil in Rajasthan can be officially recognized as a Scheduled Tribe
through this process.

(ﬁﬁu;nmﬁaﬂammﬁraﬁwm%mamﬁamﬁr%wﬁmam
qHdl g l)

Clause (2): Parliament’s Power to Modify the List

(T A SN A B TG DI i)

Page19
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1. Parliament has the sole authority to:
(e & U faviy SifieR 8 f& a9):
o Add new tribes or tribal communities to the Scheduled Tribe list.
(SrIgfua SHefaal #1 I # 78 Sefaal B S 1)
o Remove existing tribes or tribal communities from the list.
(wieLeT STl St FE & gergl)

2. Once the President issues a notification under Clause (1), it cannot be altered by
another notification. Any modification must be made through a law passed by
Parliament.

(TP TR IMPUF GRT SRR SR 81 911 & a1 39 ot 3 SifRRga=n & sqen
T8 ST APl | HMYA bad HHG GRT BT & qread F fosar < aaar g1)

Key Changes to Article 342 (Amendments & Orders)

(3¢ 342 § Y& §dATd: WY 3T TSR

¢ 1951 Amendment: The term "Rajpramukh” (a title for governors in some princely
states) was removed after India reorganized its states.

(1951 BT HRNY: "ACTHHE" XMeg B geT a1 T G URd = 37q Il BT
gfeA fari)

¢ 1956 Amendment: References to "Part A or Part B states” (categories used in the early
Lessonification of states) were omitted after these Lessonifications were abolished.

(1956 T URNY: "HTT A 3 HRT B [Tl BT Ieeid gel fear T, Fifes &
0T JHTE HR 3w MU )

e Various Scheduled Tribes Orders, such as the 1950 Order, specify the tribes
recognized as Scheduled Tribes in different states and union territories.

(aftr ~srggfaa sronfa 3=, ” A 1950 BT TSR, SHENT- 3T 4] 3R Fx
TR TSN | AT T SIS} ) Getag a2 1)

o The list of Scheduled Tribes varies by state and union territory, acknowledging
regional differences in tribal populations.
(3T STeTiaal Bt It I 3R B ARG TSN & SR - e il &,
Sil & STy fisrarei @1 Jrar ¢l g1)
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1. The Special Officer was designated as the Commissioner for SCs and STs and assigned
the said duty.
IR SIfHRY BT SCs 3R STs & T 3Mgaa & = & A foham M1 3R IWiad SR
T |

2. In 1978, the government (through a resolution) set up a non-statutory multi-member
commiission for SCs and STs, while the office of the Commissioner for SCs and STs
continued to exist.
1978 T, WRPR A (TH AH U & HIHH ) SCs 3R STs & ¢ Th IR-Hifafsw 98-
TRl AN & RITTAT &Y, STafdh SCs 3R STs & e &1 ST &1 8T

3. In 1987, the government (through another resolution) modified the functions of the
Commission and renamed it as the National Commission for SCs and STs.
1987 H, WHR A (TP 3] HHed o HILH ) TART & Sl § H=NeH [Ha1 3R g9 A
T st 3R SrRfRra STl & Rg I smahT |

4. The 65th Constitutional Amendment Act of 1990 provided for the establishment of a
high-level multi-member National Commission for SCs and STs in place of a single
Special Officer for SCs and STs.
1990 & 654 HfAUT TR FAFIH 7 SCs 3R STs & T vt faRW BRI & ®IH
W T I-FRIY Ig-UGRIT AP STINT BT RITGHT D1 Wraer foba|

5. The 89th Constitutional Amendment Act of 2003 bifurcated the combined National
Commission for SCs and STs into two separate bodies:

2003 & 899 TiyUT wRMeA ffraw 7 Iga srIgfd Sfd iR Srfed SHonid
ST 1 &I S-S Foprl T fauTord o faar:

o National Commission for Scheduled Castes under Article 338.

o National Commission for Scheduled Tribes under Article 338A.
6. The separate National Commission for SCs came into existence in 2004. It consists of:

o A Chairperson

o A Vice-Chairperson

o Three other members appointed by the President by warrant under his hand and
seal.
3CT S e STfa ST 2004 T 31T & S{TAT| SHH M -

o Ud AHEY

o Ud JUTHE

o M o Haw forg gl gRT I gxaR IR Yex & ded Mg fobar mar

Page2 1
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Functions of the Commission

3TN & BT

e To investigate and monitor all matters relating to the constitutional and other legal
safeguards for the SCs and to evaluate their working.
SFYgfod Sfadt & fog HauTes $iR o ST YR U & Haiftig qaft At &1 st
3R PRI T 3R 390 Sral-aa- &1 Gedidd BT

e To inquire into specific complaints with respect to the deprivation of rights and
safeguards of the SCs.
STgfd Sfaal & SHfIBRY 3R JRem I & go-1 | Waferd fafky R« 9t sig
HATI

e To participate and advise in the planning process of the socio-economic development
of the SCs and to evaluate the progress of their development under the Union or a state.
FYfera STt & AT - 3nfies ATy ) A1 Ufshar & WRT 1T 3R Jalrg 71, 3R
&% 1 IS & qd 3D [dbT™ DI W DT Gedidh BT |

e To present annual reports or reports at such other times as it deems fit to the President
on the working of the safeguards.

SFIferd STt & g R IuTl & st W arfe e a1 sraasdrgar Rard
APUfA BT TR AT

e To make recommendations on the measures that should be taken by the Union or a

state for the effective implementation of those safeguards and other measures for the
protection, welfare, and socio-economic development of the SCs.
SIIfRId STt & TREAOT, HedTur 3R JTHTRIS - 3fdfe faeTa & fow 39 qRen Iurat &
THIS! BTat-aa o T &g a1 Iy GRIT ISIT O dlet BeHl IR BT S

e To discharge such other functions in relation to the protection, welfare, and
development of the SCs as the President may specify.
SR ST & TReEfUT, el AR Tl 3 Wy & Twaf gRI PSS o w7l B g
DPRATI

Powers of the Commission

TN &1 ferar
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e The Commission is vested with the power to regulate its own procedure.

TN Y 3=t uftpar &1 fafrafia w3 3 afda ura 21

e While investigating any matter or inquiring into any complaint, the
Commission has all the powers of a civil court, particularly in respect of
the following:

ot AT $1 S Bd T9Y g1 P Rrerad @t S $3d IHT TR
3 fufae =Ty &t 9yt wifeaat yrd €, faRv v @ Aufafad amal
i

o (a) Summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person from
any part of India and examining them on oath.

(a) YRd & farelt oft umT F st e &t g Yo gam oiR
MUY TR ISATS B i TR |

o (b) Requiring the discovery and production of any document.

(b) frlt TxaTas @t W SR yRgfd Bt AT

o (c) Receiving evidence on affidavits.

**(c) SABTHI UR 18 UTed BT

o (d) Requisitioning any public record from any court or office.

(d) fp=ft =umaTer a1 Fratay A Arduif~e Yabrs JAIET|

o (e) Issuing summons for the examination of witnesses and
documents.

+*(e) TATE! 3R SXATASN b WIig b oIl THA TARY BIATI

o (f) Any other matter which the President may determine.

(f) 98 3= fawg &t wrgufa Fuifva &3¢

e The Central and state governments are required to consult the
Commission on all major policy matters affecting SCs.
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haﬁvwwﬁamﬁss aﬁumﬁamﬁmﬁmﬂmﬁﬁ
HTHE IR WRTHR B4 & fore arem g1

e The Commission is also required to discharge similar functions for OBCs
and the Anglo-Indian Community as it does for SCs.

STONT BT SCs B a8 &1 OBCs 3R TWall-3f3u Tqery & forw off Jum
HTd S B STagHdT et 2

e The Commission investigates all matters relating to the constitutional and
legal safeguards for OBCs and the Anglo-Indian Community and reports to
the President about their functioning.

3ITART OBCs 3R TTeil-Sfea Tqer ¥ fre Fdurfe ok S wRan @
Wﬂgmﬂmﬁaﬁaﬁméaﬁvmmﬁwmﬁﬁw
FRaT gl

Report of the Commission

3TORT &t R

e The commission presents an annual report to the President. It can also
submit a report as and when it thinks necessary.
TN Igufa o1 aiftfes RUIE YRgd ST 81 I8 STad THH WR 3
e ff uga wr Iwar gl

e The President places all such reports before Parliament, along with a
memorandum explaining the action taken on the recommendations
made by the Commission.

yufa Tt Wt Rutel @t Y & wHe @ §, A1Y 1 SR o
e ur #t 7 PRars o1 faavor W uegd Fd 2

e The memorandum must also contain the reasons for non-acceptance of
any such recommendations.

g9 fagzur # ot Rreiien &1 = a9 & srRur o Infee 819 @ifge|
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e The President forwards any report of the Commission pertaining to a
state government to the state governor.

YU STANT $t 7T WHR A Haftra fapedt R & Isaura o1 dfva
A G|
e The governor places it before the state legislature, along with a

memorandum explaining the action taken on the recommendations of the
Commission.

IUUTA 3 369 fAUrHeSd & JHE TTd g 3R AT &1 R R
D1 TS PIEATs BT (a0l UKgd Hd 3|

e The memorandum should also contain the reasons for non-acceptance of
any such recommendations.

g9 faarur # fodt el & 7 999 & SR WY =i g4 =il
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Pakistan won’t get a drop of water: Patil

Govt. preparing ‘short, medium and long-term plans’ for this, says Water Resources Minister after meeting Shah; his remark comes a day after India

announced that it was putting on hold the six-decade-old Indus Waters Treaty with Pakistan, which is fully dependent on the Indus tributaries

Jacob Koshy
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia will ensure that
l “not a drop of water

will go to Pakistan”,
Water Resources Minister
C.R. Patil said on Friday.

The government was
preparing “short, medium
and long-term plans” to
implement this, he told re-
porters, after a meeting
with Union Home Minister
Amit Shah.

The Indus river system -
Indus, Jhelum, Chenab, Ra-
vi, Beas, and Sutlej - is Pa-
kistan’s main source of wa-
ter. Eighty per cent of its
cultivated land, which is
about 16 million hectares,
relies on water from the In-
dus system. Nearly 93% of
the water from Indus is
used for irrigation, power-
ing the country’s agricultu-
ral backbone and overall
contributes nearly 25% of
the country’s GDP.

Mr. Patil’s statement fol-
lows a letter on Thursday
by Debashree Mukherjee,
Secretary, Ministry of Wa-
ter Resources, to her Pakis-
tan counterpart, Syed Ali
Murtaza, that India was
keeping the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT) “in abeyance
with immediate effect”.

“The obligation to ho-
nour a treaty in good faith

Adam on the Indus river system in Reasi, J&K. Nearly 93% of the water from Indus is used for irrigation,

powering the country’s agricultural backbone and contributes nearly 25% of Pakistan’s GDP. pTI

is fundamental to a treaty.
However, what we have
seen instead is sustained
cross-border terrorism by
Pakistan targeting the Un-
ion Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir,” her letter says.

The “security uncertain-
ties” have directly imped-
ed India’s “full utilisation
rights”, and Pakistan’s ac-
tion of not responding to
previous requests by India
to renegotiate the treaty
was a “breach of trust”.

A government source
told The Hindu that as Pa-
kistan had been informed
about India’s position on
the treaty, there was “no
need” to inform the World

Bank (WB), which has his-
torically played a role as an
arbiter or appointed neu-
tral experts to solve diffe-
rences between India and
Pakistan on sharing the
waters from the Indus sys-
tem of rivers.

Water warfare: Pak.
Pakistan’s Power Minister
Awais Leghari on Thursday
said India’s “reckless sus-
pension” of the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty was an” act of
water warfare.”

A spokesperson for the
World Bank said “it did not
opine” on “treaty-related
sovereign decisions taken
by its member countries.”

Following the Pahalgam
attack, India announced
on Wednesday that it
would hold the IWT, in
place since 1960, “in
abeyance”. On the surface,
this implies that India will
stop its periodic communi-
cation with Pakistan on
sharing hydrological data
on the Indus rivers, or
keep them apprised of in-
frastructural work on hy-
droelectric projects in the
Chenab, Jhelum and the In-
dus main, also known as
the western rivers.

However, even prior to
the Pahalgam incident, the
Permanent Indus Commis-
sion - or the teams of ex-

perts from India and Pakis-
tan that attempt to resolve
disputes regarding the
sharing of the waters of the
Indus basin - has not con-
vened since 2022. India in
2023 had called on Pakis-
tan to “renegotiate” the
treaty primarily because
several of the original cir-
cumstances that prevailed
when the treaty was signed
had changed. Among them
were changes in the popu-
lation structure, water re-
quirements, the threat
from climate-related cata-
clysms and ‘cross-border
terrorism’. These were
among the reasons India
cited to renegotiate the six-
decade-old treaty.

The main ask was to
evolve a new dispute reso-
lution mechanism. Under
the terms of the IWT, India
cannot create significant
hydropower storage on the
western rivers — Indus,
Jhelum, Chenab - and
must maintain water levels
at prescribed levels, to en-
sure that no untoward
flooding or disruption of
Pakistan’s agriculture hap-
pens. Its prominent hydro-
power projects on these
rivers such as the Kishen-
ganga project and Baglihar
project are run-of-the river,
meaning they divert the
flow of the river to gener-
ate electricity. These pro-

jects do not halt the flow by
creating storage struc-
tures, though in nearly all
the disputes over the years
regarding hydel projects,
Pakistan has accused India
of modifying the design of
structures to be able to
perniciously control the
flow of the rivers. India had
then clarified that its inten-
tions were purely to keep
the projects running in op-
timal conditions. “For In-
dia to weaponise the wa-
ters of the Indus, it has to
completely ignore the IWT.
Under the current terms of
the treaty, this can’t be
done,” said a scientist affi-
liated to the Central Water
Commission.

Following the Pahalgam
attack, sources told The
Hindu that India will ex-
plore “options that it has
never considered” under
the IWT. This could in-
clude withdrawing from
talks around evolving a
new dispute resolution
mechanism, change the
design of its hydropower
electric projects to allow it
to store greater quantities
of water and deploy ‘draw
down flushing’ of its reser-
voirs. Flushing, normally
done to keep the water-
bearing tunnels free from
silt and debris, can also be
used to control the flow of
rivers downstream.

India Suspends Indus Waters Treaty with Pakistan

I o IfREcteT & W1y Y srer WA 1 foverfae fran

India’s Plan to Block Water Flow to Pakistan

HR T AISTT qifhearet dr et 3mqfed Akt

o Water Resources Minister C.R. Patil declared that India would ensure “not a drop of
water will go to Pakistan”.

STt FaTersT HAT WM. wifeer & siwon &y foh 3R GiATRaa e o arfredrer #Y areft
& U oz oft gt et

e He stated that the government was preparing short, medium, and long-term plans to
implement this.

3egiet e foh TR SH ol Al & T deeprel, AEAH 3iX Srefariforas AT IR
wrel
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e He made the statement after meeting Union Home Minister Amit Shah.

Ig ST 3giel Hard 6 HAY AT AE A FHeAThiel o a1 e

Importance of Indus River System for Pakistan

giferEare & fore Ry awdt yorrelt &t #Agca

e The Indus river system — Indus, Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej — is
Pakistan’s main source of water.

fieg 1Y yomrelt — e, Se, Aetra, T, sarw 3R Teloler — Tferedret &1 q&T o1 Wi
gl

o 80% of Pakistan’s cultivable land (16 million hectares) depends on water from the
Indus system.

IFRECTST T 80% Fi¥ rewr off3r (1.6 FU3 FFeAR) &Y GuTel & Tredy oX e B

¢ Nearly 93% of Indus water is used for irrigation, supporting Pakistan’s agriculture,
which contributes 25% of its GDP.

TRe] SToT T oTaTstaT 93% TS 3 3ueT gy §, ST Arfeheare shr 25% S 7 Tereret
FLeT aTel FHY &1 FT WENT &fT ¢

India Suspends the Treaty
R o gfer & e Far

e On Thursday, Debashree Mukherjee, Secretary, Ministry of Water Resources, sent a
letter to Pakistan’s counterpart declaring that the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) was being
kept “in abeyance with immediate effect”.

TEAR T STl AU HATrd Y ARAT ST @S o ITiehecTel & HHARET T T Tl
g foma fos Ry srer wfer 7 i wena & foveifaa fovam s T 81

e She said that the obligation to honour a treaty in good faith had been violated by
Pakistan due to its sustained cross-border terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir.

3egiel gl fo ITfehETst garT S+ 3R FAR F Femar AT IR rdwarg Hored @ftr &
i SHATGR ATAROT Y HTAGRAT 7 Soorae fhar T |
e She added that Pakistan’s refusal to renegotiate the treaty was a breach of trust.

3egiet Ig Y gt foh TTfehEciTel T AT OX oT: ATl § SAHR e [AeaeTd ¢

India Ignores World Bank Role

AR o faeg dF i s{fAw H asRsig fFFar

e A government source said that since Pakistan had been informed of India’s stand, there
was no need to notify the World Bank, which historically played a role in dispute
resolution.
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I 1 gRT F 1 ATaeaH A8 &, FTenitn Mg &7 F 97 fare GATns 7 sifFe
[GEICIRGEY

Pakistan’s Response and Accusation of Water War

qiferdTer 1 gfafsar i Srer Iaur #1 3R

o Pakistan’s Power Minister Awais Leghari said India’s move was an “act of water
warfare”.

qIfREdTeT & Sl 7l AW TURY o T o S8 SheH "ol U HT FRATS" gl |

e World Bank spokesperson said it would not comment on sovereign decisions made
by member countries.

fea d & wawrar e fos a5 HerT St ganT faw arw wwey favotat o feogoft a7t s

India’s Suspension of Communications

e On Wednesday, following the Pahalgam attack, India said it would hold the IWT “in
abeyance”, ending regular communication with Pakistan on hydrological data and
updates on hydropower projects.

FUAR FT TGO §HA & 16 AR o gl o a5 FAY oter Wi 1 e 3l

QIFRETeT & |1 Sl A3t iR STafdega aRAteenat w1 faffa wa gared s
e Even before this, the Permanent Indus Commission had not met since 2022.

g8 Tgol T Tt fAe 3mater T Soeh 2022 ﬁaﬁg‘s’%ﬁl

e In 2023, India asked to renegotiate the treaty due to changes in population, water
demands, climate threats, and cross-border terrorism.

2023 H HRA o FATHEAT, T FAIFATHT, Ferarg Fhe, 3R HAT IR Arewarg & HRoT
AT O qeT: STereied & AT 6 T

e India wanted a new dispute resolution mechanism under revised terms.
HRT TN erat & Tga v A faare fAgerst a argar 2|

Hydropower Restrictions Under IWT
IMEeeq A F dgd STafaggd vfaaer

e As per the treaty, India cannot create large hydropower storage on western rivers
(Indus, Jhelum, Chenab).

TR & ITAR, HRA aREe ARt ([, siow, Iam) W 72 Fafagge #sRor wx=e
&Y ST FehT|
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India must maintain water levels to avoid flooding or disrupting Pakistani agriculture.
HRA T qTg AT IIfHREAT FI & 3raQer & 59 & AT STef TR T4 @A @il €|

India’s key projects like Kishenganga and Baglihar are run-of-the-river, meaning they
divert flow but do not create large storage.

HI T JHE IRAISTATE S FFRIearan 3R qareligR W1-3i7-5-Raw €, Il 3 St yarg
A § oifoheT stsRoT a1EY |

Pakistan has often accused India of modifying designs to control flow, but India said
changes were meant for optimal functioning.

qTfehEdTeT o 3TFER 3R R WaTg Aa=or & forv f3arssr & seorma o1 3R oo §, ofehet
TR oF gl foh SeolTd 39H FaTdd & folv |

India May Consider New Measures
HRT AT 3Y X AR SR aFarg

After the Pahalgam attack, sources said India may explore options “never considered
before” under the IWT.

TGN §HA o &1 AT 1 gl fob HRA Wi & dgad Teo Fit 7 W 717 Raveat W fawr
T Fehell ¢

These include withdrawing from new dispute resolution talks, changing
hydropower project designs, and increasing water storage capacity.

SoTH AT faaTe WATHTE arar § g, Safaega TRAST3t & BeseT aqer, 3 s
$TSRUT &THAT FoT=T ATT A 8l ThaT &

India may also deploy ‘draw down flushing’ of reservoirs, which removes silt but can
also regulate river flow.

TR ‘3T 3131 FATRII Teheileh T 3 3TN X THAT &, S dTSC gCTed & TATY-ATY &Y
9arg F AT 7 7 off gge g gl
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[GS Paper II: India-Pakistan ]

L]

A gathering storm
Pakistan must eliminate the terror
groups working on its soil
T he diplomatic actions against Pakistan ta-

ken on Wednesday by India’s Cabinet

Committee on Security in reaction to the
Pahalgam terror attack are a measured set of res-
ponses that indicate a larger escalation could fol-
low. The decisions such as to cancel visas given to
Pakistani nationals, suspend consular opera-
tions, and to close the Attari border Integrated
Check Post (ICP) carry New Delhi’s message that
it does not wish to engage with Pakistan above
the absolute minimum levels required. Some of
these measures had followed previous attacks in-
cluding Pulwama (2019). The decision to put the
Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) in abeyance until Pa-
kistan acts “credibly” against terror groups
means that India will enforce its earlier decision
to suspend all meetings of the Permanent Com-
mission that oversees implementation of the trea-
ty, end site visits by Pakistani water teams to In-
dia and continue with hydropower and desilting
projects along the tributaries — measures to
which Pakistan had raised objections. Pakistan’s
response is an attempt to mirror Indian mea-
sures, without even trying to address the anguish
in India. Nor does it indicate it is willing to track
down the perpetrators, despite the fact that The
Resistance Force (TRF), which claimed responsi-
bility for the attack, is a front for the Pakistan-
based LeT. Islamabad has also cancelled visas,
cut mission strength and has shut down all trade.
Pakistan has threatened to suspend other bilater-
al agreements including the practically defunct
1972 Simla Agreement, which had most notably
converted the ceasefire line into the Line of Con-
trol and abjured third party mediation on Kash-
mir. It also suggested that India’s suspension of
the IWT would be seen as an “Act of War” if it
meant water flows to Pakistan are reduced, and
threatened tit for tat strikes if India conducts mil-
itary operations that harm Pakistani citizens.

All signs indicate the stage is being set for
further escalation in tensions and a possible mil-
itary standoff. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
message from a rally in Bihar is the threat of pun-
ishment “beyond imagination”. New Delhi is
reaching out to countries around the world, Fo-
reign Secretary Vikram Misri is briefing foreign
envoys, while senior Ministers have briefed Op-
position leaders on the cross-border links. Given
geopolitical currents, revulsion at such targeting
of innocent tourists, and a broad understanding
of India’s stand on the issue of cross-border terro-
rism, it is unlikely that other countries such as
the U.S. will press New Delhi to restrain its next
steps. The government must continue to take all
stakeholders, especially the Jammu-Kashmir go-
vernment into confidence. Pakistan could benefit
from reconsidering its disadvantageous position,
and even now, show that it is willing to work
against terror groups, and avert the impending
escalation.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

India’s Diplomatic Actions Against Pakistan
After Pahalgam Attack

9ol §H & d1¢ IfhedTel & fQ@eTd TRd Y
ST A® SIS

India’s Cabinet Committee on Security on April 23,

2025, took diplomatic measures in response to the

Pahalgam terror attack, indicating a possible future
escalation.

AR T hfaete grarm afAfa a 23 ardter 2025 #r
YEITH ATdh g Y Ffafshar & TR+ FeH 3910,
Srad sifsy & R aerma $r 3w sTars 75|

¢ The measures include cancellation of visas issued to Pakistani
nationals, suspension of consular operations, and closure of the
Attari border Integrated Check Post (ICP).

el She AT H UTfehedTell AT sl STRT feht 91T T g F T,
qaTardIT dare e F3e, 3R e @A vhiga 9% 9 (ICP) &t
¢ AT AAAE |

e These actions signal that India intends to limit engagement with
Pakistan to absolute minimum levels.

o1 HRATST @ TE Fehel THIT § o SR TTfehecllel o Y FqTeisl

HTEF TAT dF &) TYH qATC IGT 18T g
¢ Some of these measures were previously used, such as after the
Pulwama attack in 2019.

SoTH @ T e H Ygol 3 3TATT 1T &, S fh 2019 & Telar#T gH el &

I
¢ India has decided to put the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) in
abeyance until Pakistan acts credibly against terror groups.

HR o Ig AT form § o ST e drfehclleT JMTcieharel HHg! & et
freawelia Fams &1 ar, ad ae Y ster @i (IWT) S Tfara foar

ST |
e This includes suspending meetings of the Permanent

Commission, halting site visits by Pakistani teams, and continuing with hydropower
and desilting projects.
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ST T 3TAT Y do! F AT FIET, Tiehedrelr ST & T &R U 3R
Fafaegd 7 Ree gera i A3t F S T@=r arfde g |

e Pakistan has responded by mirroring Indian actions — cancelling visas, reducing
mission strength, and shutting down trade.

Qe =¥ HTATSHaT Fa&T $TRA Y Aehel FX §U il Teg foh, fARrT i drehct Ters 3R

AR $Y §¢ I f&ar|

o Pakistan has also threatened to suspend the 1972 Simla Agreement, which had
converted the ceasefire line into the Line of Control (LoC) and rejected third-party
mediation on Kashmir.

qiferedreT & 1972 Y e gastar &) o Roifad e i aaady & &, g gasfaus
@1 &7 fAH0T [WT (LoC) H ealT AT 3R 2R I IR 76T T FEITAAT I SABR har

a1

o It has warned that suspension of the IWT would be viewed as an “Act of War” if water
flow to Pakistan is affected.

TR EcTet =t TciTaeH &1 & foh afe; Ry Ster dfe & foveiser & el 1 3mafed yenfad g8, o
SU "JeY FT FRATE" AT S0

o Pakistan also threatened tit-for-tat military strikes if Indian actions harm Pakistani
citizens.

TIehEcTeT =1 Ig 3T erafehl & & Toh 319N TR ShRaTS & UTfehEcilel AT el Sl JhaTeT Bicll
g, I 3¢ STaTe A+ gA HT|

e Allindicators point to a rising risk of escalation and possible military standoff.
gt Thdes Ig AT & [ aeirg et 3R =7 et fr ameiar g

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in a rally in Bihar, warned of punishment “beyond
imagination.”

T g AT o fagR &7 Teh Yot & Aaraet & & "Feqar § W AT &) Sreafy|

e Indiais briefing global powers through Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri and has kept
Opposition leaders informed.

R e a9 Rwd A & AregA @ 3Rgw afFaal &) SearT & W@ § 30 Rasfr
Aarat &1 Y STFEEH F @ @R

e Global sympathy is with India due to the targeting of innocent tourists and broader
support for its stand on cross-border terrorism.

iy qies! F1 e a1 Fe 3R HANR 3rdearg W AR Hr Rufa F e dRas

el TR & |1y &
e ltis unlikely that countries like the U.S. will pressure India to restrain from further action.
HHATTT 161 ¢ Toh ARG JT 2T HRA TR AT T AT F el & ol a1 3Teidr |

e India must ensure that the Jammu and Kashmir government is taken into confidence

throughout.
HRC Y Ig GIATREA T TRT fob ST He#R AR b1 U wfshan & favara & forar
Se |
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o Pakistan would do better to reassess its strategic disadvantages and begin genuine
action against terror groups to avoid escalation.

TfehEcllel T ARV foh a8 31911 ToTehfare FANRAT 1 Jeeeaichel Y 3N ATcharar
! & s aredafas FIETg Y& Y 1k TeA1d T Ter ST T |

[GS Paper II: West Asia |

Carrot and stick
The 2015 accord must be revived to
prevent Iran going nuclear

T he U.S. and Iran are currently engaged in

rare high-stakes diplomacy. They have

held two rounds of talks, in Muscat and in
Rome, with Oman as the mediator, about Teh-
ran’s nuclear programme. A third technical
round has been confirmed for the coming days.
However, tensions still remain high between the
Trump administration and the Islamic Republic.
It was Donald Trump, during his first term, who
sabotaged a functioning multilateral agreement
that had significantly curtailed Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme. Ever since, Iran has accelerated its nu-
clear activities. While it has not yet decided to
build a nuclear bomb, most assessments agree
that it has the capability to do so within weeks. At
the same time, Iran’s regional influence stands di-
minished as a result of Israel’s attacks on its so-
called axis of resistance and other regional shifts
such as the fall of Syria’s Assad regime. Israel is
pressing for an attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities,
but Mr. Trump, according to American reports,
has vetoed those plans, for now.

Mr. Trump has adopted a classic carrot-and-
stick approach. He said he wanted a deal with
Iran but with a warning that if talks failed, there
would be bombing. He has also launched a mas-
sive aerial campaign against Yemen'’s Iran-aligned
Houthis. In addition, the U.S. has ramped up its
military presence in West Asia besides moving
B-2 bombers to the Indian Ocean region — all
aimed at signalling to Iran that U.S. threats should
be taken seriously. But despite the combined mil-
itary might of the U.S. and Israel, any attack on
Iran would be catastrophic for regional security
and global economy. Iran’s nuclear facilities are
scattered and underground, making them ex-
tremely difficult to destroy. It was precisely be-
cause there was no viable military solution to the
Iran nuclear issue that world powers chose the
path of diplomacy in 2015, a path Mr. Trump had
abandoned in 2018 for no good reason. Neverthe-
less, despite the challenges and geopolitical pres-
sure, the recent initiation of talks by Mr. Trump
and Iran opens a rare window of opportunity to
resolve the issue once and for all. For diplomacy
to succeed, the U.S. should act as a responsible
global power that is committed to preventing
weaponisation of Iran’s nuclear programme,
rather than as a partisan patron seeking to des-
troy Iran on Israel’s behalf. Iran, for its part, has
signalled that it was open to scaling back its nu-
clear activities in exchange for the removal of
sanctions and threats. The 2015 agreement,
which limited Iran’s enrichment capabilities and
uranium stockpile, could serve as a reference
point for a deal if talks progress constructively.

Carrot and Stick: On the U.S. and Iran Talks
e 3R g1 AfT: 3T 3 ST aEat W@

. The 2015 accord must be revived to prevent Iran
going nuclear

$T0eT Y GTATY] AT Tafel F Wbt & fAT 2015 F wwzAla
Y GeTSA e AT AT ¢

. The U.S. and Iran are currently engaged in rare high-stakes
diplomacy, having held two rounds of talks in Muscat and Rome, with
Oman as the mediator.

IARFT 3§01 TAATH F gerer 3R R TR araha A arfAa §
3ogiel ATHe 31T A\ F &) gl Ay arat i &, Saet A= FeTey g

. A third technical round has been confirmed for the coming
days.

T forit 3F vy ety AR i gfve Hr TS B

. Tensions remain high between the Trump administration and

the Islamic Republic of Iran.
?qqamﬁ?éwﬁsﬁmhwéﬁﬁﬂaﬁramﬂaﬁm‘gﬁﬂ%‘l
. It was Donald Trump, during his first term, who sabotaged a

working multilateral agreement that had significantly curtailed Iran’s
nuclear programme.

3T TEA FREFI F SHIT S¥ATe8 9 o T Frdefier aguafer st 1
qate T, Toree) ST & IATO] ShIdshH & Il §a oo TAT T fer
o

. Since then, Iran has accelerated its nuclear activities.
dd ¥, §00T o 3r9er qRATo] Afafafey v ar w1 R g
. While Iran has not yet decided to build a nuclear bomb, most

assessments agree it could do so within weeks.
glellfeh $X1eT oF 3refY e IRATO] T Feftet 1 fovoler 78 foram &, o) arfRrepier
3Toholel A § (% a5 TE F6 81 g%Fall H Y Heve 8|

. Iran’s regional influence has diminished due to Israel’s attacks
on its so-called axis of resistance, and by regional shifts like the fall of

Syria’s Assad regime.
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e Israel is pushing for an attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities, but Mr. Trump, according to
reports, has vetoed those plans for now.

SIS ST ST GTHATI] TGl TR GHAT el oh GaTd ST TgT &, olfehet RISt & 370R €0
o 3T AT Y ReergTer @R Y IGAT

e Mr. Trump has adopted a carrot-and-stick approach — he offers a deal, but warns of
bombing if talks fail.

Y A ST 3T g31 A 319a1s § — 3 Wi i Jerwer A §, Afhd Adtae ¢ § R afe
aTclT fathel §$ ol sardl g1

e The U.S. has launched a massive aerial campaign against Yemen’s Houthis, who are
aligned with Iran.

ARG A §0a TR T & g & Qe vk frerer gar$ srfdae 4w fHar g

e The U.S. has also increased its military presence in West Asia, and deployed B-2
bombers to the Indian Ocean region.

3rARET & afRes ol 7 3roel v Alsigeft 7er &1 § 3 f-2 Fwads Raet w1 g
HEIR &7 7 Jara fhar &

e These moves aim to signal to Iran that U.S. threats are serious.
ST GHT HT 36T SXTeT T TG Tehd Gl ¢ foh FARHT GraAfHRAT 3R £ |

o Despite U.S.-Israel power, any attack on Iran would be catastrophic for regional
security and the global economy.

3ARET AR ST FT ARl & das[e, $UT 9T H1$ ot gova ey gRam 3 ARaw
rdfeaeT & forv RAREBRY gem|

e Iran’s nuclear facilities are scattered and underground, making them hard to destroy.
ST BT AT FaeE Rl g$ AR s{fAerd €, e 3¢ w7se AT S5 Hie ¢

e In 2015, world powers chose diplomacy over military action as there was no viable
military solution to the Iran nuclear issue.

2015 #, 4fgen AfFaal o o HRATS & TSI ASTATAH FHTHTS T IoAT Fieh e
YIHTUT Hee, T HIS SATARTRS Ve AT 6T 2AT|

S O~

e Mr. Trump abandoned that diplomatic path in 2018 without any valid reason.
T o1 2018 H 39 Tsi=11d% Ted ! a1 fredt 3faa sror & ors |

o Despite challenges, the new round of talks between Mr. Trump and Iran opens a rare
window of opportunity.

AT & ararse, 9 3R §U & i<y Y T 7§ a1t Ueh gerst raw< Y Wsehr Gierc 1
e For diplomacy to work, the U.S. must act as a responsible global power, not just as a
partisan ally of Israel.

TSI heldT & fT, 3N I te SFAgR ARTF afeFd HI g F1F =1 g1,
% gorRmae & gaTaTet AEAeN AT g LT |
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e Iran has signalled that it is open to scaling back nuclear activities if sanctions and
threats are removed.

$U & Gohel 32T § o 3 wfaarer 3l emifanat gers ST o ag wwaTop arfafaft e

N AR &1

e The 2015 agreement, which limited enrichment and uranium stockpile, could serve
as a reference point if talks proceed positively.

2015 1 wHSAET, oras s wads 31X sisror S DA far o, e arat
FHRIHS T § H1A 8 o 98 IR R 5a Feharr &

Teaching children to eat well must begin in school

S Paper |I: Social Justice

ast month, world leaders gathered in

Paris for the Nutrition for Growth (N4G)

Summit. It was also a time for the

United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) to announce the extension of the United
Nations Decade of Action on Nutrition, from its
original timeframe of 2016-25, to 2030. This
extension seeks to sustain the global momentum
to end all forms of malnutrition and align efforts
more closely with the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

This could be a turning point in nutrition not
only to accelerate progress but also to shift the
focus beyond food access - to understanding
what people eat, how they eat, and why they eat,
especially when it comes to children. Nutrition is
not just a health concern. It is intricately
connected to education, equity and
environmental sustainability.

So far, global nutrition efforts have rightly
focused on the first 1,000 days of life — from
conception to two years of age — as a critical
window to prevent malnutrition. But we now
know that the next 4,000 days matter just as
much. This includes the period of adolescent
growth spurt — a time of rapid physical,
emotional, and behavioural changes and offering
a second window of opportunity to overcome
early childhood deficits.

Good nutrition during this phase can help
children catch up on growth and set the
foundation for long-term health. But to do that,
we must shift our focus from just feeding children
to teaching them how to eat well.

A side event at the Paris summit — “Learn to
Eat Well: Bio-diverse Diets and Youth as Agents of
Change” — made this point loud and clear. It
signals a global shift in thinking: that food and
nutrition education must begin in schools, go
beyond counting calories, and help children
make choices that are good for themselves and
the planet.

A changing world
Today, children are growing up in a world where
food is everywhere — ordered with a tap,
delivered to the door, and heavily marketed.
Choosing what to eat has become increasingly
complex.

Most children lack the knowledge and the skills

Pawan Agarwal

is Founder-CEO, Food
Future Foundation
and former CEO, Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India
(FSSAI)

Food literacy is
no longer a
luxury; the
focus must shift
from just
feeding
children to
teaching them
how to eat well

to make healthy choices. Their diets are often
shaped by habits, peer influence, or advertising
rather than nutrition or tradition. As a result,
many children skip breakfast, eat too few fruits
and vegetables, and consume too much sugar
and processed food.

Importance of dietary diversity

A key casualty is dietary diversity — eating a
variety of foods to get all the nutrients the body
needs. The UN recently adopted Minimum
Dietary Diversity as a global indicator under
Sustainable Development Goal 2 (End Hunger). It
simply asks: did a child eat at least five of 10 food
groups in the last 24 hours?

Sadly, in many places — including both cities
and villages in India — most children do not.
Their diets lack variety, which harms their health
and reflects deeper problems in our food systems
and education.

Poor diets are linked to malnutrition,
childhood obesity, chronic diseases such as
diabetes, and mental health issues. Research
shows that almost 70% preventable adult diseases
begin with habits formed in childhood —
especially eating habits. This highlights the urgent
need to start early, and schools are the best place
to build healthy habits.

Yet, food and nutrition education is missing in
most classrooms or is out-dated and not linked to
real life. The absence of a proper curriculum and
age-appropriate learning resources make it even
harder to teach children how to eat well.
Teachers often lack the training and the tools to
teach it well. Without structured guidance,
schools struggle to deliver meaningful food and
nutrition education.

This is why we need a structured and
age-appropriate curriculum that goes beyond
food groups and includes lifestyle habits and
environmental awareness. It should start early —
at the preschool level — and grow with the child
until at least the middle stage, helping them
connect the dots between food, health, identity,
and sustainability.

Such a curriculum could cover everything
from how the human body works and the
importance of diverse foods in our diets, to how
food systems impact the environment. A central
part of this must be promoting bio-diverse diets —

ones that include a variety of local, seasonal, and
culturally familiar foods. These diets provide
better nutrition, support local farmers, reduce
environmental impact, and preserve traditional
food knowledge.

It must be a part of school life

Teaching children to eat well should not be
limited to one-off awareness sessions or
occasional activities. It needs to be woven into
school life. This means having weekly lessons
with age-appropriate, well-designed learning
materials, supported by healthier school
canteens, kitchen gardens, simple cooking
sessions, and student-led campaigns. These
real-life experiences help children build lasting
knowledge, habits, and values around food,
health, and well-being.

Around the world, schools are already showing
what is possible — students growing vegetables,
cooking simple meals, reading food labels, and
learning how their food choices affect their
health and the planet.

In India, the National Education Policy and the
School Health and Wellness Programme have
created room for such integrated learning. But we
need a clearer structure, comprehensive
curriculum, at least one dedicated weekly session
all through the academic year, appropriate
learning resources, and properly trained
teachers.

Children must be seen not only as learners but
also as key influencers. With the right knowledge
and tools, they can influence their families,
friends, and even their communities — whether
by asking for better school meals, reducing food
waste, or spreading awareness about healthy
eating. In the end, learning to eat well is not just
about food. It is about helping children to care for
their health, understand their culture, respect the
planet, and grow into thoughtful, responsible
citizens. In a world facing the dual burdens of
under-nutrition and overconsumption, climate
change and cultural loss, food literacy is no
longer a luxury — it is essential.

If we want to raise a generation that is
healthier, more compassionate, and better
prepared for the future, we must start by making
learning to eat well a part of every child’s
education — starting today.

Teaching Children to Eat Well Must Begin in School
Tl 1 HE G RAWET TRl @ & glar Tifge
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Food literacy is no longer a luxury; the focus must shift from
just feeding children to teaching them how to eat well

@IeT WA 3« faanfaar w18 W, 39 R ¢ F a=ai 1 R/
e & 39T T 3¢ HeY Wit Y e & v

e Last month, world leaders gathered in Paris for the Nutrition for Growth (N4G)
Summit.

Rod A8, faea Aansit 2 IRT 7 3T dwor BR A (N4G) Fffe 7 s fera|

e The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) also announced the extension of the
UN Decade of Action on Nutrition from 2016-25 to 2030.

TYF TS AFTHAT (UNGA) = 8 10T 9 HYFT TS Y FIATS HT G FaTlT 1 2016-
25 § §GTehT 2030 ek shist T TITUTT |

e This extension aims to maintain the global momentum to end all forms of malnutrition
and align with the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals.

58 faedR 1 3eg e FUIoT F Feft Tt ! FATC A AR 2030 Tad fwrar aai & @y
GATHT ! TR FAT B |

e This moment could be a turning point in nutrition by shifting focus beyond food access
to understanding what, how, and why people eat.

I THY YIYUT & &1 H Ueh feiaT TaTSe &) Tohll & oIt HISTeT Y IUTSHAT I 33T Sl Tg
AT 9T Hed & ofier aam, @ sl w9 @ )

e Nutrition is not just about -health; it is connected to education, equity, and
environmental sustainability.

IUT dhael ¥ § Haftd el ¢ I5 e, garerar, 3R qatevoir fuwar 3 o e i

e Global nutrition efforts have focused on the first 1,000 days of life, from conception to
age two, as a crucial window to prevent malnutrition.

3f¥aer 9YoT SITET A SideT & gge 1000 AT (318TeRoT & & a¥ i 357 de) W &I Shigd
faa &, S FaoT At T AGeaqot WA &

+ Now it is known that the next 4,000 days, including adolescence, are equally important.
3 Tg AT ¢ fob 3% 916 & 4000 e, Toretet fomemRraea enfaer &, off 3d+ & Agcaqur &

o Adolescence is a time of rapid physical, emotional, and behavioural changes,
providing a second window to overcome early deficits.

fFURTEEYT 9 THY § 319 et @ A", AR 31N sgage sea@ ald §, 3R I8
QT ITTHR Bl § SYT hl T Sl T Hlad |

e Good nutrition during adolescence supports catch-up growth and lays the foundation
for long-term health.

freiRTaTaT # 3reoT divoT e # R gy w3 3R ddwifes Farew &1 g @
H Ace ST gl
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e To achieve this, the focus must move from just feeding to teaching how to eat well.

Y g et & foIT &1 FAF S gof T g Tl STl HIAT AW X BT AR

e At the Paris summit, a side event titled “Learn to Eat Well: Bio-diverse Diets and
Youth as Agents of Change” emphasized this shift.

R wffe 7 A w @ ST RAfdey smer 3t wRade & oie & w0 7 gar Jw s
1SS A< & S8 deold i FHEAT & IG@ifehe fhar|

o |t shows a global change in thinking — that food and nutrition education should begin
in schools, beyond calorie counting.

Ig A 7 AR e 1 GATAT § — o #ivsrer 3 ot iy fRrew el @ 2E 8ol A3,
At Ferdt frerar & 3T e

e Children must learn to make food choices that benefit themselves and the planet.

Sl 1 0 Wi faehed Ioall WG A1feU St 3o7a fare 3iR qeadt & forw amsrendy &)

A Changing World
TS dgeldl gladr

e Today, children grow up in a world where food is everywhere — it can be ordered with
atap, delivered to the door, and is heavily marketed.

3TST I U8 AT H 93 81 & & oTe] HYSieT g¥ SIITg 3TASY § — 3 Uh [Fereh H FHamm i
Hehell §, SXETS e T STl &, 3R deft & s fora s 2|
e Making food choices has become increasingly complex.
ST T HLAT 3T Ugel H Fgl HF Ffeer g1 arar g
e Most children lack the knowledge and skills to choose healthy foods.
3iReRTer St 3 FaET AT ToA T AT AR Pherer 7L Qe ¥

e Their diets are influenced more by habits, peers, and advertising, rather than nutrition
or tradition.

AT 3R JFET AT, AT 3R A= & wenfaa grar &, 9o Ir 939 O A7

e As aresult, many children skip breakfast, eat too few fruits and vegetables, and
consume too much sugar and processed food.

SHhT IRUTH T EIT § o s st At 13 & §, 95 # bl 3R wfeorat @ €, 3R
scafts il T ¥ Teg vert 1 49 R £

Importance of Dietary Diversity
3meR fafaerar &1 Agea

o Akey casualty is dietary diversity — eating a variety of foods to get all the nutrients the
body needs.

T H&Y g1l MR fafaerar hr & — Ireir iR Y 3raege Fafy qiweh e Ired ke &
fore fafdies JR & @iy gerf &1 dae He|
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e The UN recently adopted Minimum Dietary Diversity as a global indicator under
Sustainable Development Goal 2 (End Hunger).

8Tl & H WY TS o ~YAdH TR RAfAerar & T fashrer a7 2 (S[@a FATST A1)
& gl Ueh diRaeh Faeh & §9 H A1 8|

o It simply asks: Did a child eat at least five of ten food groups in the last 24 hours?
TG ol Tg YOl &: FAT [hdll 5od o WSl 24 TSI # 10 F § FH ¥ FH 5 TR & G
HHGT T Tl ThaT?

e Sadly, in many places — including both cities and villages in India — most children do
not.

g 1 a1 ¢ o 87T o gt 3R a1at FAT s STeTel O} JTeehck sTed AT 78T il o |

e Their diets lack variety, which harms their health and shows deeper flaws in our food
systems and education.

3eTeh 3R # fafaerar & w3 g1 8, fSad oTent Fareea qs1iad gl & 31X gAR @ed
a7 3R e gomelt Y 3188 TATIT 3SR g §

o Poor diets are linked to malnutrition, childhood obesity, chronic diseases like
diabetes, and mental health issues.

U HER T HetT FAYOT, T 7 AT, FYAE AAT et S, ik Aafis
TATELT AT W BT ¢

e Studies show that nearly 70% of preventable adult diseases begin with childhood
habits — especially eating habits.

ITEATT AT & o TTIT9aT 70% VY FT HFheX dTell TIEF SIATRAT go9eT Y 3Tear —
Tyt @ #r Jedl — § Y& Bl &

e This proves the need to start early, and schools are the best place to build healthy
habits.

IE S8 STcl I AT Il & foh 3 STeal Y& FI AT, IR FFhel &1 TG e i
Hel o TolT TG 30T T B |

e Yet, food and nutrition education is missing in most classrooms or is outdated and
unconnected to real life.

e oft, iYsreT I Sy Y RYat Jrferenrer sratait 7 gt & Simelt a1 a5 et iR Shaer &
JrHe e g 8|

e The absence of a proper curriculum and age-appropriate learning resources makes
it difficult to teach children how to eat well.

TEY IISTHA IR 37 & AR W@ hr Arereft Hr el st o1 TE Hiote @ R
AT & B

e Teachers also often lack the training and tools needed to teach this subject effectively.

freThl & gy off 3T FAW Y WorTdY &oT A UeTe o ToIT 37Taedes giRreTor 1Y gamest v
FT BT g1
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Without proper guidance, schools struggle to provide meaningful food and nutrition
education.

TEY - & 9T Tpeil Y ATk sivsrer 31 Avwor RIaw &) F FISAE A B

Need for a Structured Curriculum
S WRT ISTshA Y HTTIFHAT

We need a structured, age-appropriate curriculum that includes lifestyle habits and
environmental awareness — not just food groups.

§H Teh WA, 37 F ITUR IYYFA IISTHH I HTaTehell ¢, TSTHH chaol Tieh HHg &
TET, Ifee SaeTdtell Y 3med 3R Tafavoir STereerdr off enfaer gf|

This should begin in preschool and continue at least until the middle stage of
schooling.

Ig UTSThA W-Fhel TR A YE 81T oA I e AT Torel FaX deh ol =1ie 0|

It should help children connect the dots between food, health, identity, and
sustainability.

g STl T HisTeT, TARELY, YgaTe, 3R FRYar & o Taer gHs 7 Acg He

This curriculum can teach how the human body works, the role of diverse foods, and
how food systems impact the environment.

Ig UTSdshA Ig TG Hehll ¢ Toh Aot iR H/ F1o7 Fa1 ¢, RAfder @rey verat i sfawr
T ¢, 3N WIeF aF TATaor &1 Hd FHTfad L 2

A central focus must be bio-diverse diets — including local, seasonal, and culturally
familiar foods.

SHHT HEY 1T SA9-RATAET IR 1 Ferar < ghe =nfer — forad T, Ataah, 3
rEfas T & IR Treg ATfde gl

Such diets provide better nutrition, support local farmers, reduce environmental
damage, and preserve food traditions.

U 37TER 9gaR TNOT 20 &, TATNT FRaTat o Tgaier Fid &, TaTavely &1fd &t 7
¢, 3R uRuRe @y AT I Gfard ad |

It Must Be a Part of School Life

I§ TRl Stiaer T fFEar ghar =g

Teaching children to eat well should not be limited to occasional sessions or activities.

g<di ol TET Wil FAGTeT shadl H3-FHR Y Fatr a1 afafdfeat ao Hfad @ g
IR

It must be integrated into everyday school life.

e NSTAN F T Sliael H AMAS glel TIET|
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This includes weekly lessons, age-appropriate materials, and support from healthier
canteens, kitchen gardens, and student campaigns.

SHH WICATRS 915, 37 & HTAR AR, 3 Faer Fée, W 357, IR o Jfham=t
T GAAA fAe gl arfe Tl

Real-life experiences like cooking sessions and label reading build lasting
knowledge, habits, and values.

AEAfF Shaet & 3Tera S WIHAT ST, el ggaT, 3MfS O S<aii 3 Tl A4, 3maed, 31K
e 1 &

Global Examples and India’s Opportunity
dfRa® 3TE 0T 3R R F7 3aET

Around the world, schools are already showing possibilities — students are growing
vegetables, cooking, and understanding food choices.

o 81X 7 Tehel UE e 81 HISATY 4@ 3¢ § — o7 |ieoral 391 I 8, Wil 971 @ ¢, 3N
wey el # wAe 1

In India, the National Education Policy and the School Health and Wellness
Programme have created space for this integrated learning.

AR H, T e Ay 3R Tper Tareew 3R Feamor FRFH 7 587 FAThRT 16T & fovw
U ST 8|

But we need a clear structure, detailed curriculum, weekly sessions, learning
resources, and trained teachers.

Uyl

Children as Influencers

THATIRATS TolC & ®F A o

Children should be seen not just as learners but also as influencers.
Sl I shdel WG dTel AT, Sfod THLAT STFAAT & T F Y STT ST ARV

With the right knowledge and tools, they can influence families, friends, and
communities.

TE TSR AR FETHAT F A1 S gRaRy, =, 3 gegera o genfad Y e B

They can help by demanding better school meals, reducing food waste, and
spreading awareness.

d AFaR The HISTel HI, HISTeT Y TG HH Hlel, IR FRTEHAT hellal # Hee H Hehd
gl

Learning to Eat Well is not just about food, but about health, culture, planet, and
citizenship.
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A ST FIAT WGAT halol WG TIoh WA 781 &, Sloch Tg TR, FEFa, geat, 3R
AT & 3T &

e Intoday’s world of undernutrition, overconsumption, climate change, and cultural
loss, food literacy is essential, not a luxury.

37T T gferar # STgT FAor, caftrF 39sr, Srerary aRadeT, iR wiEpfas awor #Hisig
o If we want a generation that is healthier, more compassionate, and better prepared,

we must begin by making food learning a part of every child’s education — starting
today.

I g T O AT Arget § S FaEy, &1, 3R arfasy & fav dam gl drgA e A fT )
T oY 0T A $1iSteT WiGeT ATA ST L g

Treating the Dead with Dignity
HAD! & WY TRHAT F AT STTER

Bodies are often shown little respect in government hospitals, making
it difficult for relatives to cope.

Wmmﬁmarﬁﬁagammmmm&mm
¥ fow g@ wean 3R Fieer gt s 21

e Butthereis scope for change in this approach.

et 58 gSeehIoT 7 REdsT d HHTET & |

Challenges in the Pre-Privatisation Era

farsfienor @ vger %1 2R 3ik gatfaat

e Inthe pre-privatisation era, public hospitals struggled with overcrowding, inadequate
infrastructure, and limited resources.

SO T Tgd, TIHRY 3 ETdrell 1 igaTs, 3rqatea e, 31 @A o=t sy

HHTITAT T FTHAT 1T ISdT AT
e The 1990s saw frequent epidemics of gastroenteritis and cholera in Delhi, causing
many deaths across hospitals.

1990 & &erdh H ool & TR-IR dreivsewsfew 3k Eam 6 aAgrniEt hell, oo #3 aAld
]
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First-Hand Experience in 1992
1992 H Wt 3o

e In 1992, | visited Safdarjang Hospital to report on patients affected by gastroenteritis.
1992 H H WHEISII JTTAT H Ireiveesfed & N A FHr Raféar & forw amr an|
e The general ward was overcrowded, with beds holding more than one patient.
STeer ats 7 #fizsig oY 3R e ok W) v & 31f8%es 7= 3
e | noticed two people had died, but the staff's insensitivity was more disturbing.
Hel 37T o aF oeT AR 1T 2, wifehed TeTd Y sradesreiterar 3R i e TR St arelr
oA
o Doctors were over-burdened and took time to reach the deceased.
SiereX ATsTRE & AR Fahl T Tg o A THT o @ A
o After completing paperwork, the technician yelled, “Pack the man in bed No.2 in the
sack quickly.”

FITSA FIAEATE! I el o F1G Aehol 1 1RITe o [Aecllehy hgl, “d8 Fa¥ 2 aTel HY STeal aR
¥ FA 1"

e | saw the body shoved into a jute bag, which left me shocked.
Hoy 2@ o 91 Y S[E & IR H STl e a1, for e H{g 3 o |
e The next patient was brought in immediately to occupy the bed.

3rarer FYST Y el TR I e feter feam ar |

Repeated Encounters of Insensitivity

FruagTefierar ¥ IR-aR Ao

o Over the years, | withnessed similar scenes in government hospitals.
aNt & HAe AIHRY IETATal H 0 S 5T ¢ |

e During the Uphaar cinema fire tragedy in 1997, | visited the AIIMS mortuary where
bodies were flung and the air was filled with wails.

1997 #r 3UER RAA#AT 3{Feehis & GRTeT Aoy wo & eraye 1 R foha, el e @y gu

3R ATATAOT FHHT st T HI ITAT AT|

Doctors and the Burden of Empathy

Siaedl 3R WETegsfer T e

e | argued with doctor friends about this callousness.
HA 3197 SieFeX SIEd A 39 fAETar & IR 7 589 FI|

e They agreed that empathy is essential, but also cited workload, stress, and emotional
exhaustion.
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3egiel AT foh FETgeIfar ST &, oifehet A1 &1 19T FT A3, eta, 3N HTaeTeH S qaHTet

gaTelT fea|
In India, numbers are a bane—beds are vacated quickly, and families are left
helpless.

HRA H HE&AT T HTRAT §—FaFax STed) @rell X T A1 § 3R IRaR 3191 3§ S
gl

There is unnecessary suffering because dying patients are seen as failures.

YA T A T IrAHAAT 5 9 H WeT F FROT HATaedH 937 g1l 21

Could a separate department for handling bodies address this gap?

T MET T HHTTH & ToTT Ueh IreraT FATaT S8 el T g T Tehell 672

End-of-life care is still not fully implemented in hospitals.

AR FHT AT @I 3 3 IrETATelr H I TRE § AL AL B

Talking to the grieving and treating bodies with dignity helps families cope with grief.

MFTH TRART A STl AT 3 A& o WY FFATTYEF SqAeR Hiell A § fAuea &
Heg, AT B

Personal Experience at AIIMS

TR A SAfFdeTd g

My father passed away recently at AlIMS.
gTel €1 &1 2% e o1 fversy v & g
Seeing how the hospital handled his body showed me a better care model.

Ig S o 3TEUCTSl o1 Sofeh A T SHY HHTC, HT Teh g ST YOS T IeT87d

g3l
%ome may argue that a donated body gets special treatment, but this respectful model
is replicable.

@W&Ts’m%‘ﬁ?mﬁmmam%ma%ﬁqquu grar g, oifehaT I8 GFATASAS
YUTTell SIEXE T Hehd! &

The AIIMS anatomy department has simple yet dignified ways to honour the
departed.

TFH Y TATCIHY FATer & O Fash! &1 FFATT &el o ToIw WXl afdret aIR@Tqor adies &

Someone simply said, “Your father is under our care,” and those words stayed with
me.

foRaY o I ST FgT, “HTIF AT g @@ A &, 31K A osg AR AT A g7 70|

The body was returned the next day, washed and wrapped in a clean white sheet.

1T 373Tel et UYhY, |TH The ITET H oTdeh (G AT I1T|

We were given space for basic last rites at the department.

g fastrar 31 syers{e 3ifas FEhR fhanait o fore wurer fe arm|
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o After the medical use, AIIMS promised to perform cremation and return the ashes for

immersion.

Rfrcada 3uahr & a1¢, T F o g% FFFR Fe 3R T sl & arer |
e | couldn’t have asked for a more dignified closure.

H 358 31 TRARN 31a 1 FuaT A8 HT FehdT AT

Pakistan airspace closure: airlines
deploy strategies to cut losses

|GS Paper II: India-Pakistan

Rohit Vaid
NEW DELHI

Confronted with Pakistan’s
closure of airspace, airlines
in India have started to im-
plement strategies to re-
duce their losses.

These manoeuvres
evolved from the expe-
rience of 2019 when the
airspace had remained
closed for a few months in
the aftermath of the Bala-
kot air strikes by the Indian
Air Force. At the time,
large international fleet op-
erators like Air India sus-
tained massive losses esti-
mated in the range of 3-6
crore a day. The industry
as a whole is estimated to
have lost about ¥700 crore
during that period.

Pakistan Airspace Closure: Airlines Deploy Strategies to Cut

Losses

qifhEdTa & &a1S &9 ) §¢ Hlel U TIIATSH o HIET FH Hlad I

. ¥

Vital connect: As an air corridor, Pakistan’s airspace is crucial for
India airlines, especially for westbound flights from northern cities.

As an air corridor, Pakis-
tan’s airspace is vital for In-
dian airlines, especially for
westbound flights from
northern cities like Delhi to
Europe, the Middle East,
Central Asia, and even to

S ;

Confronted with Pakistan’s closure of airspace, airlines in India have

the U.S. Speaking to busi-
nessline, senior industry
representatives said a basic
playbook of 2019 will be
applied with refinements.
This entails creating tech-
nical stops, clubbing flights

and using alternative facili-
ties such as the newly-re-
novated Ahmedabad air-
port, Bengaluru airport,
and the upcoming Navi
Mumbai airports.
Accordingly, flights from
North India to the U.S. and
Europe will be diverted ov-
er Mumbai and then north-
wards over the Arabian Sea
through the United Arab
Emirates airspace.
Additionally, sources
told businessline, Air India
is expected to create tech-
nical stops for re-fuelling at
Vienna and Copenhagen.
Still, industry insiders
have estimated a rise in air-
fares and losses for India-
based airlines.
(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

started implementing strategies to reduce their losses.
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P FH F & AT WETAAT 1] T 4 FT A

These manoeuvres evolved from the experience of 2019, when the airspace had
remained closed for a few months after the Balakot air strikes by the Indian Air Force.

A e 2019 & Hepsrd W fIHTAT §U &, ST $TRAY 1Y BT G@RT STePIE §aTg §A W &
SIE T ALl oeh gaTs &79 e TgT T

At that time, large international fleet operators like Air India suffered losses estimated at
¥3-6 crore per day.

3H HY, TIT 33T W 93 ARSI 93 TATolh! T Ui et T3 & 6 FS e Fl
TN EHT 2T|

The industry as a whole was estimated to have lost about ¥700 crore during that period.
3 73T A QX TAHATAT IGHNT Y AT 700 FUS T JhATeT Glad T HTHTT STIAT AT
a7

As an air corridor, Pakistan’s airspace is vital for Indian airlines, especially for
westbound flights from northern cities like Delhi to Europe, the Middle East, Central
Asia, and the U.S.

ga1$ AfRIR & &9 F, TIfFEdTeT F1 gaTg 817 AR TS & v 98¢ Agea ol &,
G feeelt oI 3ad el @ U, e g, 7 ofda, 3 3R 6 3 S arelr
33T & forv|

Industry representatives said that the basic playbook of 2019 will be reapplied with
improvements.

et gfafAferat a et foh 2019 it Fer ToTAfT 1 F& GURT & Ty b § @y fovar
ST |

This includes creating technical stops, clubbing flights, and using alternative airports
like Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, and Navi Mumbai.

gaTS 3733 ST 39T LM B

Flights from North India to the U.S. and Europe will now be diverted over Mumbai, and
then go northwards over the Arabian Sea through the UAE airspace.

I AR W AR 3R AT ST AN 3371 A1 319 HAS & TR A A 3G TR &
I @ WIFd 3T IHANTT (UAE) & gaTs &1 § o ST Sirea|

Air India is also expected to create technical refuelling stops at Vienna and
Copenhagen.

TIX 3131 & off Fwar 3 FI9ReeT 7 et s & AT eI 58 o7 37 3FHIE

However, industry insiders estimate that this situation will lead to a rise in airfares and
losses for India-based airlines.
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Syrian Foreign Minister raises
new flag at UN headquarters

|GS Paper II: UN

Agence France-Presse
DAMASCUS

Syria’s Foreign Minister
Asaad al-Shaibani raised
his country’s new flag at
the United Nations head-
quarters in New York on
Friday, in what he called a
“historic” moment.

Mr. Shaibani “raises the
new Syrian flag in front of
the United Nations build-
ing in New York”, Syrian
state news agency SANA
reported.

Images showed Mr.
Shaibani raising the three-
starred flag officially adopt-
ed after the December ous-
ter of long-time ruler Bash-
ar al-Assad. The flag had
become a symbol of the re-
volt against Mr. Assad’s re-
pressive rule.

In an interview with Qa-
tari broadcaster Al Jazeera,
Mr. Shaibani said raising
the new flag was a step
“Syrians had been waiting

Asaad al-Shaibani

for, for 14 years” since Mr.
Assad repressed peaceful
protesters, igniting a civil
war.

The move was “not just
a symbolic step” but “sa-
lutes the memory of the
Syrian people and it
crowns their victory”, he
added.

Mr. Shaibani later at-
tended a Security Council
meeting on Syria, during
his first visit to the UN
since Islamist-led forces
toppled Mr. Assad.

The diplomat once

again urged the interna-
tional community to lift As-
sad-era sanctions to allow
for relief and economic
development.

The sanctions “are the
obstacle to the return of re-
fugees, to stability, to in-
vestments, and to the re-
vival of the infrastructure
destroyed by the Assad re-
gime”, he said.

Some European and
other Western states have
eased certain sanctions on
Syria, while others includ-
ing the United States have
said they would wait to see
how the new authorities
exercise their power and
ensure human rights, opt-
ing instead for targeted
and temporary
exemptions.

Mr. Shaibani’s visit to
UN comes after Syria’s cen-
tral bank governor and Fi-
nance Minister attended
spring meetings with the
IMF and the World Bank.

SIST BT 30T 38 " MRAgRAF" 707 aam|

e Mr. Shaibani raised the flag in front of the UN building, as reported by Syrian state
news agency SANA.

HRATS ToT FATIR Tl TIAT & 378N, A ATl o TFF g 79T F FHSA FH3T
e T|

e Images showed Mr. Shaibani raising the three-starred flag officially adopted after the
December ouster of long-time ruler Bashar al-Assad.

aﬁﬁﬁﬁsﬁaﬁwﬁaﬁmﬁaﬁmwmﬁ@mw,mmﬁﬁm
¥ ATHF @ AT HA-37HE FI IV AT & A€ HTAFRIRh T T TYATIT 3T

glellleh, 36T & SATAhRI T 3JAT & foh 58 Tl & sror gars fFe # gefer 3l sma-

Syrian Foreign
Minister Raises New
Flag at UN
Headquarters

RIS A 7 &
HYF TS ACATT A
T ST BEIAT

Syria’s Foreign Minister
Asaad al-Shaibani raised
his country’s new flag at
the United Nations
headquarters in New York

on Friday, calling it a
“historic” moment.

T & fager 70 3rwe
- F YFHAR FY
A # A TE
HEITTT A 39 G2 T 41
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The flag had become a symbol of the revolt against Mr. Assad’s repressive rule.
g SI3T Y 37HG & SHABRI ATHA & [&Th fAgIg FT Yol ST 13T 27|

In an interview with Al Jazeera, Mr. Shaibani said raising the flag was a step Syrians
had waited for 14 years, since Assad repressed peaceful protesters, igniting a civil
war

37 ST 1 R Sy ¥ AT ST & T P ST SRR T S T s
14 T & §IoIR HT T &, S 378 F AUt TRl 1 garam AR Egey Y g37|

He said the move was “not just symbolic” but also “saluted the memory of the
Syrian people” and “crowned their victory”.

3giol g foh g Theal hael "Tellwlcas" A & sfewh Jg " WA Steran Hir wfar 1
HFAT &aT 3R " 3eThY St #1 welT & |

Mr. Shaibani also attended a Security Council meeting on Syria, during his first visit
to the UN since Islamist-led forces toppled Assad.

A1 AN  WYFT TS H ITAY Tgelt ATAT o 27T DRAT I Fraaw aRwe hir o 7 o o777
oI, 5197 & SEATAF Aefea aTell ATkl o 31HE HT FaT § FETAT|

He again urged the international community to lift Assad-era sanctions to enable
relief and economic development.

3giel Ueh o Y ARSI W U 37118 ohar foh 3rwre; emeer & SRret wome arw
wfarae Y gerar ST dife Wed FHF AR 3w e dsra g @ |

He said the sanctions are an obstacle to the return of refugees, stability,
investments, and revival of infrastructure destroyed by the Assad regime.

3ogiel el Toh A Uicer aronfdat @ aradt, fFuRar, faer 3 3rae o ganT s i 18
TR FIAT & ToAGGUR 7 aTe 3 |
Some European and other Western states have eased certain sanctions on Syria,

while countries like the United States have said they would wait to see how the new
authorities uphold human rights.

Fo JUHRT 3R 31 afReslt el o hiar X o wideyl & drar & 8, STafe @gad T3
AT S 22t F FeT ¥ 7 3 W T 1€ G ATTAIHRY 1 frdelr GF=ATT HTdT §
These countries have opted instead for targeted and temporary exemptions.

3T 2t o 3 ST aifeve 3R T et & fwed Tom g

Mr. Shaibani’s visit comes after Syria’s central bank governor and Finance Minister
attended spring meetings with the IMF and World Bank.

sﬁﬂm:ﬁ@rugumaagéaamﬂmaﬁnﬁwﬁ#msﬂwﬁaﬁ?ﬁﬁmamma
dF & a1y gua do 7 s1re7 foram|
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7.

1. Tension grips Line of Control

=0T 3W@T (Lo C) WX ad1a $ feufa

. Renowned Scientist and Former ISRO Chairman

Kasturirangan Dies at 84

e damfae 3R O S 3reaet FEqReTT F1 84 a¥ Ay
37 # fauer

. DRDO Makes Headway in Hypersonic Technology

I3 o TSI AF dheild A gorfa Y

. Process to Transfer PF Account After Job Change

Simplified
At ggelet F a1 NIUE @TaT SraHY TTHAT T I 14T
=T

. Copyright Case: Rahman, PS-Il Makers Told to Deposit

%2 Cr.
HIIRISE ATHAT: IGATT 31T Frog-1| AATET FY T2 FA3 5177
el T TS

. K. Kasturirangan Took Space to People, and Beyond

. HETUT A ARG T 1A At a g, R 3T
31TaY 8} oF 1w

A Chance for India’s Creative Ecosystem to Make Waves

AR & fhufea shfTeH & T 3T g HT TH rquT
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Tension grips Line of Control
amid crackdown on militants

Army says it effectively responded to small arms firing along the LoC at some places in J&K, including at Kupwara; houses of
two persons linked to Pahalgam attack damaged in ‘blasts during searches’; Army chief arrives in Srinagar for security review

[GS Paper I1I: IS

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

ensions were high
I at the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) on Friday

with reports of small arms
firing, even as the Army
chief arrived in Srinagar
for a security review, while
security forces stepped up
anti-militancy operations
in the Kashmir valley. The
houses of two local Lash-
kar-e-Taiba suspects, be-
lieved to be behind the Pa-
halgam  attack, were
demolished in blasts,
which were carried out
during search operations.

The Indian Army report-
ed incidents of small arms
firing along the LoC at
some places in J&K, includ-
ing at Kupwara in the Kash-
mir Valley. “It was effec-
tively responded to by the
Army,” officials said. No in-
juries were reported in
these incidents. Pakistan
suspended all its bilateral
agreements with India on
Thursday, including a 2003
ceasefire agreement signed
in the wake of the Kargil
war to establish peace on
the LoC, which had result-
ed in a significant decline
in ceasefire violations.

The Army said security
forces had made contact
with terrorists hiding in the
Kolnar Ajas in Bandipora.
“A contact was established
and firefight ensued. The
operation is in progress,”
the Army said. Preliminary
reports suggested that one
militant was killed in the
operation.

However, the reports of
the militant’s killing have
not been confirmed by the
Army and the police.

Border closed

The Indo-Pakistan border
in Jammu was closed for ci-
vilians at Octroi Post in Su-
chetgarh on Friday “as a
precautionary measure”,
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Email Id :
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e gt y

and the government hospi-
tal in Jammu put all its staff
on alert.

Amid the escalating ten-
sions, Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedi arrived
in Srinagar and held a
meeting with J&K Lieute-
nant Governor Manoj
Sinha.

A Raj Bhavan spokes-
man said that Mr. Sinha
had called for “effective
steps not only to bring
those responsible for the
Pahalgam terror attack to
justice but also to intensify
efforts to crush infrastruc-
ture of terrorism and its
ecosystem”.

Stressing on the synergy
between security agencies,
Mr. Sinha underlined the
need to identify perpetra-
tors, enablers, and over-
ground workers who sup-
ported the Pahalgam
killings. “Every perpetra-
tor and supporter of the
Pahalgam terror attack,

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

: 2z W8T S ENMLNE
Crushed down: The house of suspected LeT member Asif Sheikh damaged in blasts during search operations in Tral. IMRAN NISSAR

whatever his location or af-
filiation, must be hunted
and they must pay the hea-
vy price for the cowardly
and dastardly act against
our citizens,” the Lieute-
nant Governor told the top
army officials.

Apart from the Army
Chief, the meeting was at-
tended by GOC-in-C North-
ern Command Lt. Gen.
M.V. Suchindra Kumar, De-
puty Chief of Army Staff Lt.
Gen. Pratik Sharma, and
GoC 15 Corps Lt. Gen.
Prashant Srivastava.

Top Army officials post-
ed in Srinagar and Jammu
apprised General Dwivedi
about the current situa-
tion. In Udhampur, the Ar-
my Chief reviewed the se-
curity situation at the
Northern Command head-
quarters and took stock of
the security situation along
the LoC in the Poonch-Ra-
jouri districts and other
areas south of the Pir Pan-

info@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 9971932488
patrioticias.in

jal mountain ranges, offi-
cials said.

Homes razed

Meanwhile, the homes of
two Kashmiri LeT terro-
rists suspected of being be-
hind the Pahalgam attack
were destroyed. The hous-
es of Asif Sheikh at Tral,
Pulwama district, and Adil
Thoker in  Bijbehara,
Anantnag, were razed to
the ground, apparently us-
ing explosives, several me-
dia outlets reported in Sri-
nagar.

According to the police,
Thoker was directly in-
volved in the Pahalgam at-
tack and his sketch was re-
leased a day ago with a
bounty of 320 lakh. Sheikh
is believed to have taken
part in the conspiracy.

Videos, apparently re-
leased by the security forc-
es, showed one of the
houses turn into a ball of
flame in a blast. No civi-

lians were injured in these
blasts. The police and the
Army have not issued any
statement on the demoli-
tions. This is the first time
that the houses of active lo-
cal militants were dam-
aged in Kashmir in the
wake of a terror attack.

The government hospi-
tal in Jammu has asked its
staff to remain alert. In an
official communique, the
Government Medical Col-
lege, Jammu, said that in
view of prevailing cross-
border tension, all staff
members are directed to
remain alert and ensure
preparedness to meet any
exigency. “All hospital staff
are advised to restrict un-
necessary holidays and are
directed to ensure their
presence within the hospi-
tal premises during duty
hours,” it said.
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Tension grips Line of Control

=T ¥@T (LoC) W a«rg & Rufa

Tensions were high at the Line of Control (LoC) on Friday amid
reports of small arms firing and the arrival of the Army Chief in

Srinagar for a security review. Y[FaR HI fAIT0T I@T (LoC) W BIE
AR @ Brafer A @ai AR A1 YHE F AMATR g F HROT T
et & & Jetra T¢ I

« Security forces intensified anti-militancy operations in the Kashmir valley. #3#X 1Y
# GRET Feil F HTeishare e rfdamaT w1 dor a3 fem

e The houses of two Lashkar-e-Taiba suspects, linked to the Pahalgam attack, were
demolished in blasts during search operations. TgeraITa gHel & SIS AT TRFI-T-HqaT &

dfeTet & ox gamell 3T & e e ¥ ARy e v

Firing along the LoC
fag=or Y@T 9T e
e The Indian Army reported incidents of small arms firing in areas including Kupwara in
Jammu & Kashmir. $Relg 8T & SIFH-HHR & FIaTsT dfed H$ gl # S gRARY
¥ BIIRET AT GTATT gof T & |
o Officials said the firing was effectively responded to by the Army and no injuries were

reported. aﬁaﬂﬁﬁﬁmﬁ:mﬁmmmaﬁﬁﬂémaﬁgml
o Pakistan suspended all bilateral agreements with India on Thursday, including the
2003 ceasefire agreement that had reduced ceasefire violations. IfETeT =¥ EAR I

ART & a1y it gfavefa w@sa, s 2003 #1 wadfaws gagilan anfae &, # Aefaa
X feam

Encounter in Bandipora
SIEART 7 AN
e The Army said it established contact with terrorists in Kolnar Ajas area of Bandipora; a
firefight followed and the operation is in progress. Tl o T Toh STEMART & HieAa

3HTSTH Sellh & ool & Hudh FUTA §31T; $Hh aTe HoNs ge 3R 3T S g
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Preliminary reports suggested one militant was killed, though this has not been
confirmed by Army or police. TRT8ieh RTIES & 3THR T JTeishT ART AT, ifehet SHHT
g Qa1 a1 9f AW o =g F Y

Border closed as precaution

wgfadad F aR W dATae

The Indo-Pak border at Octroi Post in Suchetgarh, Jammu was closed for civilians
on Friday as a precautionary measure. S & Faaq¢ & HiFea IR T HRA-I1H
HIAT T HAR T T AT 3T ARTRET & fAw a8 Y f&ar |

The Government Medical College in Jammu placed all hospital staff on alert due to

prevailing tensions. m\ﬂmﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmmﬁa@ﬁ?mﬂ
IETAT FHATRAT FY Tcleh g T AT 2|

Army Chief’s visit and high-level review

Q1 yog@ 1 G 3R 3T Tl waan

Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi arrived in Srinagar and met with J&K
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha. eIl 9@ STeliel 345 EadeY =1 MeTIR TgaHT SI#
FHR & IISAYTS Harel RegT & Hellehlcl |

Mr. Sinha called for effective steps to bring Pahalgam attackers to justice and to
crush the terror infrastructure. 2 88T & YA gHel F FFAGRT FI 7IT F e
H a1t 3R 3T & I FY A A & TAT g1 FgH 33T T AT F|

He emphasized synergy between agencies and the need to identify perpetrators,
enablers, and overground workers involved. 3=gist TaiflaT & i dreraer 3k
IR, AT 3R 3taan3s aa F1 Tgar W AR G|

He stated that every supporter of the Pahalgam attack must pay a heavy price. 3=gial
gl foh TEeIe el o §X TAYF I $Hh! I3t 1A Tahrel! ghaft|

The meeting was attended by Lt. Gen. M.V. Suchindra Kumar, Lt. Gen. Pratik
Sharma, and Lt. Gen. Prashant Srivastava. 39 3% & dffeaie el va.dY. gﬁl’;‘.’
FAR, AfFeac Feie Fella AT AR Affede saer weria Aareaq Al 31

In Udhampur, the Army Chief reviewed the situation at the Northern Command
headquarters and the LoC in Poonch-Rajouri. StHYR # JeTT YW & dAleet HATS

HEATT AR Io-TSiY & LoC &=t ahr grar feufer iy gaftan &)

Homes of Pahalgam suspects razed

TEEITH & WigTuT & =i F eavd o =
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The homes of Asif Sheikh (Tral, Pulwama) and Adil Thoker (Bijbehara, Anantnag)
were razed, reportedly using explosives. 3T A& (ATer, JeraraT) 3R I ST

(TASTEERT, AT & ERT I AEWIeH! ¥ cavd fhar arm|

Adil Thoker had a 20 lakh bounty, and a sketch was released a day ago. 3fee 3T
IR T20 AT FT SATH AT 3R 3THT THT U TGeT Tgol STRT [ohaT 31T AT

Asif Sheikh is believed to have participated in the conspiracy. mawwqgﬁ'iﬁ'
QA gt T U B

Videos showed houses turning into balls of flame; no civilians were injured. @f3ar &

ERT T AT & M H Ieolcd [G@TIT I, aﬂémmmaﬁgml
This is the first time homes of active local militants were destroyed after a terror

attack. Ig Igall IR § 1 [T 3T gl & a1, TANT FfhdT ArafHal & =) e aw
gl

Hospital alert in Jammu

SFH & AT H Felhel

The Government Medical College, Jammu issued an advisory for all staff to remain

on duty and avoid unnecessary leave. I & FIHRI AfSHA Piator o Tt FHARAT
Y ITA W T T IR Iearaeds g @ q9a 1 Ader i)

The staff was directed to stay within hospital premises during duty hours to meet any

exigency. FHHTTRIAT ST 3E & GNIT IFFTarer TRET A & et 31X e off ammarer Rufar @
fgest st her ITaT|
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Renowned scientist and former ISRO

Chairman Kasturiran

[GS Paper 11I: S&T

[PCs

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Former ISRO Chairman Dr.
K. Kasturirangan passed
away in Bengaluru on Fri-
day. He was 84.

The ISRO, in a state-
ment, said he died at 10.43
a.m. at his residence. His
body will be kept at the Ra-
man Research Institute
from 10 a.m. on Sunday.

According to an ISRO
statement : “Dr. K. Kasturi-
rangan has left for heaven-
ly abode this morning at
10. 43 am at his residence
in Bengaluru. His body will
be kept at the Raman Re-
search Institute (RRI) in
Bengaluru for paying last
respects on Sunday April
27th from 1000- 1200 hrs.”

Dr.Kasturirangan is sur-
vived by his sons Rajesh
Rangan and Sanjay Ran-

Nation mourns: Kasturirangan was part of several key missions
during his four-decade-long carreer in ISRO. FILE PHOTO

gan. Sources said his
health was deteriorating
the past week.

Dr. Kasturirangan
served as the fifth chair-
man of ISRO between 1994-
2003, and also as the Se-
cretary, Department of
Space for over nine years.

During his four-decade-
long career in ISRO, he was

at the age of 84.
qd SERY EAET 31 &. FEAN FI YHAR Y FoTe[% H 84 a¥ Y 3mg 7
forers g aram|

Career in ISRO
0 A AW

part of several key mis-
sions. He was the project
director of India’s first two
experimental earth obser-
vation satellites BHASKA-
RA-I & II. He steered the
first operational Indian Re-
mote Sensing satellite
IRS-1A.

A recipient of Padma
Shri, Padma Bhushan, and

gan dies at 84

Padma Vibhushan, Dr. Kas-
turirangan got his Bachelor
of Science with Honours
and Master of Science de-
grees in Physics from Bom-
bay University. He received
his Doctorate Degree in Ex-
perimental High Energy
Astronomy in 1971 while
working at the Physical Re-
search Laboratory,
Ahmedabad.

Dr. Kasturirangan
served as a member of the
Rajya Sabha, and was a
member of the Planning
Commission during the
UPA government.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, in his condo-
lence message, called Dr.
Kasturirangan “a towering
figure in India’s scientific
and educational journey”.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGE 5

Renowned
Scientist and
Former ISRO
Chairman
Kasturirangan
Dies at 84

yfgy defas 3k
qd SE 3reqaT
HEGLRITT &7 84 T
$1 39 & e
Former ISRO
Chairman Dr. K.
Kasturirangan

passed away in
Bengaluru on Friday

The ISRO stated that he died at 10:43 a.m. at his residence.
$H & ST fob 3eTehT fereT Sotah flare oY garg 10:43 HGT§3-1TI

His body will be kept at the Raman Research Institute on Sunday, April 27, from
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon for paying last respects.

oot UTida AR IR, 27 3riter a1 et R $vdiege & gag 10 & 12 99t o 3ifaA
HCHTSTT & forT 1@ SrweT|

He is survived by his sons Rajesh Rangan and Sanjay Rangan.
3eTch N SoTeh I Tarer T1eT 3R Wl It & |
Sources confirmed that his health had been deteriorating over the past week.

AT & ITER, 3o Wed RAea qeare § Tanar faers @ ot
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e Dr. Kasturirangan served as the fifth Chairman of ISRO from 1994 to 2003, and also
as Secretary, Department of Space, for over nine years.

ST, HEIUNIT of 1994 § 2003 T FHU & UTad HEH&T & T H 13 Fohar 3R ¥4 fsmr
F gfaa & & & «t asf I 3w Far

e He was involved in several key missions during his four-decade-long career at ISRO.
3ogiel SEU # 3701 IR G & FRAT & AN S Ageaqor fAert 7 st feram|

e He was the Project Director of India’s first two experimental earth observation
satellites, BHASKARA-I and II.
d $IR & Ugel &l YARIcH qeal Jaaiae 39978, -1 3R 11 & g faders &

e He also led the launch of IRS-1A, the first operational Indian Remote Sensing
satellite.

376io1 IMSHRTH-1T, HR T TglT TaTeraATcHF RAIC AWM 3TIAE, o T&IUT AT sicjed
|

Awards and Education
ERR 3R e

e Dr. Kasturirangan received the Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan, and Padma Vibhushan
awards.
ST SHETINITST hT TeaT Aft, T ooT, 3R ues fasywor & woAIfad famar ara 2|

e He earned his B.Sc. (Hons) and M.Sc. degrees in Physics from Bombay University.
3oaiel aiva faafgamea @ i 7 Fas (31a) 3R Fa@RR S 3Afer gred Hr
o

e He obtained his Doctorate in Experimental High Energy Astronomy in 1971 while
working at the Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad.

3ogiet 1971 # A IeTHUT TAIRATET, IEHEIEE H H1I X §U ITT Foil @it
# STeFee el |

Role in Public Service
ot Q4T 7 s{fareT

e He served as a member of the Rajya Sabha and also as a member of the Planning
Commission during the UPA government.

3RieT ToqHHT & HEET 3N Ui AIFR & SRIT AIST=r AT & HEET & &9 7 F
feram|

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tribute, calling him “a towering figure in India’s
scientific and educational journey.”

mwmﬁﬁmﬁym%amﬁmmmwﬁ
T "9 FFdea U

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 3



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

DRDO makes
headway in
hypersonic
technology

[GS Paper lil- S&T

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) on Friday an-
nounced a significant mil-
estone in the field of hyper-
sonic weapon technology
with the demonstration of
long-duration Active
Cooled Scramjet Subscale
Combustor ground testing
for more than 1,000
seconds.

“The ground-test is in
continuation of the earlier
test reported for 120 se-
conds in January 2025.
With the successful test,
the system will be soon
ready for full-scale flight-
worthy combustor test-
ing,” the DRDO said in a
statement. “This test vali-
dates the design of long du-
ration scramjet combustor
as well as test facility”

The development was
achieved by the Defence
Research & Development
Laboratory, a Hyderabad-
based laboratory of DRDO.

Hypersonic cruise mis-
sile is a class of weapon
that can travel more than
five times the speed of
sound (>6,100 kmph) for a
long duration and is po-
wered by air breathing en-
gine. Air-breathing propul-
sion systems, having
supersonic  combustion,
play a critical role for long-
duration cruise conditions,
the statement said.
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DRDO Makes Headway in Hypersonic Technology
AIRIN A U AF dhellsd # Torfa

The Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) on Friday announced a significant milestone in
hypersonic weapon technology.

T&TT ITHYTS 3R A HaraeT (SIREN3T) A YHar
gREIfAF §RAAR awells § v FAgcaqut 3uafey i wivor i

e The achievement involved a successful ground test of along-duration Active
Cooled Scramjet Subscale Combustor for more than 1,000 seconds.

g 39afeY 1,000 s W FF 7T & Ov o« §AT d& ik ffaa sresie
HaEhd Heaee 1 A133 T & FhoraT T 31 &

Follow-up to Previous Test

e adiator Y Jrerelt w31

o This ground test follows an earlier test conducted for 120 seconds in January
2025.

g AT3S ST AL 2025 H RT3 120 AFH3 & G&T0T I 373Te el &

o With the success of this test, the system will soon be ready for full-scale flight-
worthy combustor testing.

3 q{1&ToT Y AT & T, TG YOI STog &1 YuT FaX W 33T AN FFaeel
qdia7or o forw I gt SIreeT|

e This test validates the design of a long-duration scramjet combustor and the
test facility itself.

Ig GET0T ol Aaflr & ThIHSIE FFared & fFemge 3R adiaror gy fr gise sear
gl

Development by Hyderabad Lab
deraTe, Ry yaeTRme ganT e

e The advancement was achieved by the Defence Research & Development

Laboratory, a Hyderabad-based laboratory of DRDO.

Ig TaTicT SR hr Ferare; e T&Tr HqHerTar v fary SaareIrelT SarT g1ider s
TS|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page54



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

Y-S
Patriotic 2

Pathshala

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Features of Hypersonic Cruise Missile

FEAF For A Y Fdvand

e Ahypersonic cruise missile is a class of weapon that can travel at more than five
times the speed of sound (>6,100 kmph).

BT or FAATSe U QAT 1IN § S eafer iy arfar @ e 9 3rfar (>6,100
fraft/aen) afa & I X TR B

e It can maintain this speed for a long duration and is powered by an air-breathing

engine.

g 39 I1fd T o4 GHY dF S0 3G FohdT ¢ 3R 3TH TIT-NfEar so1a 1 3ughr g1 g
e Such air-breathing propulsion systems involve supersonic combustion and are
essential for long-duration cruise operations.

U TS yoteet sonfert, fiere guvefae gt giar 8, ot gt it gor Rufaai &
T 3maTs gidr 1

Process to transfer
PF account after job
change simplified

S Paper |ll: Social securit

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO)
has removed the require-
ment of approval of all
transfer claims at the “des-
tination office” by launch-
ing a “Revamped Form 13"

software functionality here ~ *

on Friday. The EPFO said
more than 1.25 crore sub-
scribers will get the benefit
of the new simplified pro-
cess for transfer of PF ac-
count on change of jobs.
As of now, the transfer
of PF acc lations is

The EPFO said more than 1.25
crore subscribers will get the
benefit of the new process.

non-taxable components
of PF acc lations to fa-

done with the involvement
of two EPF offices, the
source office and the desti-
nation office.

“Now, with an aim to
further simplify the pro-
cess, EPFO has removed
the requirement of appro-
val of all transfer claims at
the destination office by
launching a ‘Revamped
Form 13 software function-
ality’,” the EPFO said in a
statement.

With the new decision,
once the transfer claim
gets approved at the source
office, the previous ac-
count will automatically
get transferred to the pre-
sent account of the mem-
ber at the destination office
instantly, the EPFO added.
“This revamped function-
ality also provides the bi-
furcation of taxable and

cilitate accurate calcula-
tion of tax deducted at
source on taxable PF inter-
est. Itis expected to benefit
more than 1.25 crore mem-
bers facilitating the transf-
er of around 390,000
crore every year hence-
forth as the entire transfer
process shall be speeded
up,” the EPFO added.

The EPFO has also re-
laxed the requirement of
Aadhaar for generation of
Universal Account Num-
ber/credit of past accumu-
lations. “Also, a facility for
bulk generation of UANs
based on the Member Id
and other member infor-
mation available on record
s0 as to enable prompt
crediting of funds in the ac-
counts of such members
has been provided,” the
EPFO said.

Process to Transfer PF Account After Job Change
Simplified

sl g & a1g IUE GIAT SHT IihaT 1 T
o111 AT

EPFO removes approval requirement at destination office

ghuwat o SfEeaera fha & TlHia hr sraegshar Hi gern

. The Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has removed
the requirement of approval of all transfer claims at the destination office by
launching a Revamped Form 13 software functionality.

Fear) sfasy A werser (Swwatt) @ Revamped Form 13 |fveaa) giaem
E leh STt JHihw { Wl TrABT Folar o Ty T 3Taegendr =1 ger
fear gl

. More than 1.25 crore subscribers will benefit from this simplified
transfer process when they change jobs.

AR Feolel T UG TIA TTAHT UFHAT 1.25 F8 & 3TAF Aewal Sl oreT
qgv:rrmﬁl

Current process involved two EPF offices

FaAT IfHAT & Y SHvw FraTaw anfe &
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o Earlier, the transfer of PF accumulations required involvement of both the source
office and the destination office.

ggol NUw STAT AR F TAET & v A ST 3R Tqeq FaTad, a5t 6 ey
ST gl 2|

Approval now needed only from source office

39 Had AT FrATT TR Y AraegHhar

e With the new change, once the transfer claim is approved at the source office, the PF
account will automatically get transferred to the new account at the destination office.

SH 7T SGeld & dgd, SI¥ &1 Wi FHRTAT 7 BT FAH FdIHd BIcll o, GTdT FadTiord &
¥ e FRATET H TIATT G H BT &1 STear|

Automatic bifurcation of PF components

o 3721t &1 Tad: QAT

e The revamped functionality also provides bifurcation of taxable and non-taxable
components of PF accumulations.

Ig % giawm frow srAr Ul F Sadae AR Ater-dadaer et F1 femsrer o vere g

o It helps in accurate calculation of TDS (tax deducted at source) on taxable PF
interest.

g AT e SIS WX AT 9 H Feld (TDS) T Tl M0T=T I Feg Fdr g

90,000 crore to be transferred yearly
&< ITeT €90,000 FHNS T STHHT oM

e This is expected to benefit over 1.25 crore members, enabling the transfer of around
90,000 crore every year through a faster process.

agml.zsm#mﬁmmaﬁmaqgamﬂaﬂ?ﬁmwmﬂo,ooo FUS &7
TIAHT dsil & THT FATTI|

Relaxation in Aadhaar requirement
TR FY HARIAFAT 7 Fe

e EPFO has also relaxed the requirement of Aadhaar for generation of Universal
Account Number (UAN) and for credit of past accumulations.

SNTH3TN & frader HFIS3C AT (UAN) FaTet 31 g AT TRY &3¢ atet & e smam
I A ge gl
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Bulk generation of UANs enabled
JUUSA T Tooh A0 HaTH o arar

o Afacility for bulk generation of UANs based on Member ID and other available

member data has been provided.

ST HTESN 3R 3T ITAH SATAHRY & TR IR JUTT HT qodh SN2l el 1 Jiaem

el &y 7S B

e This aims to ensure prompt crediting of funds to members’ accounts.

SHHT 3682 ATl & Wicl H dehled BE HIST AR L g

Copyright case: Rahman, PS-11

makers told to deposit 32 cr.

The Delhi High Court on Friday directed
renowned music director and composer A.R.
Rahman, along with the co-producers of the film
Ponniyin Selvan-II, to deposit 2 crore with the
court registry over an alleged copyright
infringement related to the song Veera Raja Veera
featured in the 2023 film. The order came on a
lawsuit by classical vocalist Ustad Faiyaz
Wasifuddin Dagar, who accused Mr. Rahman and
the film’s production houses of unauthorised use
of a classical composition titled Shiva Stuti,
originally composed by the Junior Dagar
Brothers, the late Ustad N. Faiyazuddin Dagar
and the late Ustad Zahiruddin Dagar.

Copyright Case: Rahman, PS-
Il Makers Told to Deposit ¥2
Cr.

HIARIST ATHT, AT 3R
drog-1| ATt # 22 F:03
STHT el T ATGA

e The Delhi High Court on Friday directed
music director A.R. Rahman and the co-
producers of the film Ponniyin Selvan-Il to
deposit T2 crore with the court registry.

feeel 878 HIE & AR &I Halled A THR.
AT 3R hed e ddad-Il & Tg-
fAATAT3T &°r FIE IFTED & T2 47 FTAT FA
&1 foader feam)

e The direction came in response to a
copyright infringement case related to the
song Veera Raja Veera, which appeared in
the 2023 film.

Tg fader 2023 $r fhed & e arw anar fir
ST R & S FIIRISE 3eatte o A H e
|

o The lawsuit was filed by classical vocalist
Ustad Faiyaz Wasifuddin Dagar.

Ig HAGHT ATEAT ek 3FATG, AT AHIGEENT SR SaRT ara) T ara 2|
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e He accused Mr. Rahman and the film’s production houses of using a classical
composition titled Shiva Stuti without permission.

3egiol TEATe Aga 3N hed & NsFerT 138 W g Fgfar A ey e &
IATAFA TN T T o371 |

e The original composition was created by the Junior Dagar Brothers, the late Ustad N.
Faiyazuddin Dagar and the late Ustad Zahiruddin Dagar.

TE H T SRR SR 963, F9. 371G T, $ATo[edl SPR 31K ¥, 3Fd1g STfesadieT
SR aRT dAR T 31$ AT |

Intellectu.al Property Rights (IPR)
difg® duer SfUPR (IPR)

o Intellectual property rights refer to legal rights granted to individuals or entities for their
intellectual innovation and creation.

diefte auer 3feR cafFaal a1 et & 396 digfte damr dR et S
forT werer fohu a7e Fefe rftsRl A Heidtd #ed &

e These rights provide exclusive control and protection over intangible assets, allowing
creators to benefit from their work and prevent unauthorized exploitation.

¥ 3R sy wufeal o ey @Eer s ST yee ad g, e WereR
U R § AT 33T Heh 3R AP alee Hl Ak Feh

e By granting IPR, society aims to encourage innovation and creativity, incentivizing research
and development, which can stimulate economic growth and foster competition.

IPR YeTel hieh FATST T 36ard AR 3R TAATCHFAT &l TcHTed el 8, eTHTeT
3R R @ gerar o §, o anfis e 3k afawaut & sear Be awar #

Types of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
digf® d@9egr 3RFRT F 9FR (IPR)

Patent
[

e A patentis a form of IPR granted for a new invention, new product, or process.
9¢T U YR FT IPRE ST A @IS, 79T 3916 I ufpar & v ar aar g1

e |t must fulfill three criteria;

39 ofieT ATIEEt QU FET e &
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o Novelty: The invention must be new compared with existing knowledge.

AdITaT: Tl & HISEl A T Jolell H 7 glell =]

o Non-Obviousness: The invention must involve an inventive step that should not be
obvious to someone with ordinary skills in the relevant field.

A-Tasear: @eT & UG ATASHING FEH g1 AR S HEOT 81T & T
HIASA Tt ITFd & fIT TOse T gl

o Industrial Use: The invention must have practical applications and be capable of
being made or used in industry.

3itEa @I 3UATr WS & ca1agia 39T gl AT 3R 38 3gher & =i
1 39T AT ST b |

¢ InIndia, patents are governed by the Patent Act of 1970, and are valid for 20 years.

HRd # Ude #rade wfafAaw 1970 gart fafaa fear arar ¢ 3k g0 awt fou
qY g &l

e Once a patent expires, the invention enters the public domain, allowing others to use,
manufacture, and sell (e.g., generic medicines).

Ueh I Uée AT @il & a1, @il Hdoliald AT & 3T Y g, oad 31T olaT

39 37, A 3R AT @od § (S, S9R® aamn)|
Copyright

HARTST

e Copyright provides protection for various forms of creative expression including literary,
artistic, musical, and dramatic works.

HIARTSE Afe foas, Feller®, Weltarens 3R A Flaat afga Afde yer &
TaATeH® JfeafFd H GIET el F &

e Inthe case of films and sound recordings, copyright is given to producers.
fheal 3t eafd RifEer & A & SidREe AATaE 1 fgar sar g1

¢ InIndia, it is governed by the Copyright Act 1957. For original work, the duration is life plus
60 years.

HRA # @ FdRmEe FfRfags 1957 qanrt W far sar &1 Ja & fav
SHET AT Siiastsrer + 60 ¥ gt &
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e For other works such as movies, etc., 60 years is counted from the date of publication.
3T FEt o fredt 3fe & forw, yererer fafr & 60 aut fr s $r S g1

Trademark

CSHTS

~

e Atrademark is a mark capable of being represented graphically, distinguishing the goods and
services of one entity from another.

¢sAE TE v R § o afeee §0 @ v fhaT S §h T €, S U SIS &
gt AR Qa3 F qEd SHT @ T T &

e It can be asign, word, letter, number, drawing, colours, or any combination of the above.
Ig U e, aree, 74, T&AT, T, WM, AT ST Fis Y AT g7 TohdT &l
e Itis given for 10 years but can be renewed indefinitely.

g 10 st & fow G Siran § afeer 5@ sfafaa w1 & sdieliga fhar S devar
el

e Trademarks are governed by the Trademarks Act 1999.
CEATh I AT IffaTs 1999 cart fafa frar Smar g1
Industrial Design

e e

o It refers to the aesthetic and ornamental aspects of a product that are intended to enhance its
visual appearance and appeal.

Ig IdE & il 3R Foad! uggaii & il § S SUP X9 ATHYUT 3R MHYT ! a5
& foTT g ST § |

¢ Itinvolves considerations such as form, colour, texture, and proportion, among others.
g SATPR, 3T, FATdE 3R AJUTd S Al Tgqasit & i Hra1 |

e The period of protection is 10 years, which is extendable by 5 years.
TRe0T 1 3fafer 10 Y Bl B, 5 5 auf do S <1 Yhar g
¢ InIndia, it is governed by the Designs Act, 2000.

HRA # 30 Bemgew rfafawe, 2000 garT enfAa fRar Srar g
Trade Secrets
U {g&¥d
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e They refer to confidential and valuable business information that gives a company a
competitive advantage.

T M HR Hegae SAFHRAF FTTFRI G § of fhal uel @l gfavreicas

96d Ueld Fr &

e They may include formulas, recipes, manufacturing processes, and marketing strategies,
among others.

g1 g, gorer faftrat, frator wfthand, 3t Rvorer torifaat snfe enfder gt @ &1

e To protect trade secrets, companies use measures like non-disclosure agreements, physical
and digital security, and confidentiality policies.

IR et 7 FeaT & fov Hufarar M gasid, sifas sk Bfoea guam,
3R Masiiar AHfaat s 3uAier s 81

e Since no registration is required, the protection period can be theoretically unlimited.
e TSiaor HT HTaRTFHAT Fe1 Blch, SATAT SHeAI FI&T 3rafer ifas & @
FfafRaasTela g1 dhdr 2|

¢ India does not have a dedicated law for trade secrets, but the judiciary relies on other laws like
the Indian Contract Act, 1872.

HRA A SAUR G & foIv 15 FANT FIefst 761 ¢, olfehel #ATATTTolehT HRATT
IeTay FFATAAH, 1872 S 3T Flefeil I HFRT ofchl g
e A company may prefer trade secrets over patents for several reasons:
Teh HYAT S HRON H 9 Jolall # SR AT T TATAHAT & Fhell &
o The secret can offer indefinite protection.
EET HfARTAHTelNT FI&IT TeTed L Tl &
o Patent protection can be costly to obtain and maintain.
YT FRETT AT Yo AT R A0 TG HEI &1 Fehell ¢
o Trade secrets can protect a wider range of information than patents.
SUR EET 9 & oo # 38T sade Jererlt i @ T g |
Geographical Indication (GI)
sitMfas d@&as (GI)

e Itisasign used on agricultural, natural, or manufactured goods originating from a specific
region of a country.
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IE T REer giar g fhel 3 & Rafdrse &7 @ cdewt i, grepfaes ar RfAa
FE3T I 39T FRAT ST &

e Itindicates the origin of the product, where a specific quality is attributable to that region.
Ig 3G I IeqT 1 GUTAT §, ST61 T QTS A0TaAT 39 &1 § 3T gl &l

e InIndia, it is governed by the Geographical Indication of Goods (Registration and
Protection) Act, 1999.

R & 34 stafars dhds awqe (dsheor 3R gam) srffazer, 1999 garT anfad
famar e g

e Itisvalid for 10 years and is renewable indefinitely.

Jg 109t & fow 3w giar ¢ 3R s srfaRadse a adieiga fhar ST & gl
Plant VVariety Protection

gler gyenfa @xator

o Itis specifically designed for new plant varieties and promotes the development of new
varieties.

Ig AV &7 A% gl yanfaat & fow B far = § ik ag vyonfaat &
R # Wicargd a=dar gl

e |t grants exclusive rights to plant breeders and farmers, allowing them to control the
production, sale, and distribution of that variety.

Ig qier goraet 3T fFae & ey s ear § 599 3 39 ganfa & 3cured,

iy 3t AaEor s ERaT & goa

e InIndia, it is governed by the Plant Protection Variety and Farmers Rights Act, 2001
(PPVFR Act).

9T & 3u gler yenfa Exetor 3 fRaTer @FR f@fawsd 2001 (PPVER Act) &
dgd enfad fhar Srar g

e The period of protection is 50 years for trees and 18 years for annual crops.
"LaTor F A af¥F waal F e 18 a9 AR gat & e 50 g g ¢

Semiconductors Integrated Layout Design

AfAFsFer vhFa darse Bams
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e Itis provided for original and novel layout designs of semiconductor integrated circuits.

I AffEsFe whiga afdel &1 Alfas 3t adle damse Bemsa & fav yare fmar
ST 81
e The protection period is 10 years.

TIETOT Y T 10 a¥ g B
International Bodies and Agreements

HAWSET HrasT 3T wasila
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)
digfrs @uer IAFRT § Ffdd AR g (TRIPS)

e Itisan international agreement under the WTO that sets minimum standards for
intellectual property protection and enforcement among member countries.

g [T SR IS (WTO) & dgd Ueh HaWSAT FAFNATE, ST AeTT &2if & s
dgf® d@9gr ¥XaToT IR gada & fov sgeasd Aame FuiRa & 8

¢ In case of conflict, the agreement provides for legal remedies.
cohig @1 [Rufa # I8 A1 S 3R Y&l T ¢l

e The agreement recognizes the social and economic conditions of developing nations and
provides flexibility in balancing IPR and economic development. For example, TRIPS
provides for compulsory licensing.

Ig gHEsiar Remaeier gt arfas 3 3nfie fufaat s J=ar gar ¢ 3ik
digfas wuer ftERt (IPR) dur anfdw e & &iw dqee o & AU ertemas
Jelel T &l 3eTEIURFa®y, TRIPS Jifaard amsafdier 1 srgaAfa aar gl

e Compulsory Licensing allows the government to authorize a company to make life-saving
medicines without the patent holder’s consent. It is used to address public health
emergencies or ensure affordable access to medicine.

Ffaard AT waR A ST I avE B qAfa S el huel #r siaeTr e
gar3it & fAHTor Y IgAfa 3o i cgaEdr w B sHHT 3uAeT W e Fareey
ITITAHTer & e argamsit A Fasrar gAfRad wia & fav fear s gl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page63

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPQO)
faeg sigfs duer WIrsa (WIPO)

e Itisaspecialized agency of the United Nations (UN) dedicated to promoting the protection of
intellectual rights, creative activity, and global technology transfer.

g §gFd s (UN) T veh i waidlt § St dlefars wuer weion, wwereas
sfafafta, 3R ARgF aFIhr gEaravor I Fgrar ¢ & fov gANT g

e Paris Convention, 1883 for the protection of industrial property and Berne Convention,
1886 for the protection of copyright are administered by WIPO.

e wufrsr guenm & fov IRE Fedee 1883 3R PIARTEE T FIET & foIw Tt
FFAS 1886, WIPO caRT JRifld T STd gl

e Marrakesh Treaty provides an exception to domestic copyright laws for organizations that
help the visually impaired access published works. They do not need permission from the
copyright holder.

ARTHT WY 3T HIToAT &I B FUNGE FIe[AT § BT TGl Il ¢ i groearmae
mﬁaﬁaﬁmﬁaqu@mmﬁ St PIIRTSEC URF & AT ool
T 3TaTeGehdll FET giaml

¢ India was the first country to sign and ratify this treaty.
HRT 59 W W gFanRR Fa 3N s IqAfea w3 arar ggar qeram

e Global Innovation Index is released by WIPO, ranking countries based on their innovation
performance. In 2022, India ranked 40th out of about 130 countries.

dftaF TR gawiF WIPO SaRT SR fhaT ST &, ST &2t Y 3efeh Aarar Jeeie
F 3TUR 9T I FIAT &1 2022 H, AR I 130 o 3 408 T 9T 27|
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Kastummngan took space to people, and beyond

[GS Paper IiI: S&T

1. Krishnaswamy

Kasturirangan,

the former ISRO

Chairman, is no
more. Starting as an X-ray
astronomer, he grew up in
positions, and his scholastic
services as well as
accomplishments in the
fields of science, technology
and education have left an
indelible mark.

India started her national
space programme in a very
humble way in the late 60s,
when the U.S. and Russia
made their presence on the
moon.

It was during Dr.
Rangan’s period stretching
nine long years as the
Chairman of the ISRO
(1994-2003) that the Indian
space programme smoothly
graduated from the
experimental phase to
operational phase in the
areas of earth observation
satellites, communication
satellites and launch
services. His visionary
approach made ISRO boldly

Dr. Mylswamy
Annadurai

is former Director,
ISRO Satellite Centre.
He worked with

Dr. K. Kasturirangan
from 1982 to 2003

During Dr.

Rangan’s tenure,

PSLV and GSLV
were made
operational,
making ISRO

a complete
space agency

venture into commercial
space also, leasing 10
transponders of INSAT-2E
satellite to INTELSAT, an
international consortium
for communication
satellites, for $10 million as
early as 1999. It is through
this service that Indian
households started seeing
cable TV programmes in
regional languages, and
Indian TV programmes
reached 47 countries.

Thematic missions

Dr. Kasturirangan has taken
ISRO’s slogan of ‘Space for
Society’ in a true spirit
when he came out with the
thematic space missions,
namely EDUSAT — for tele
education, INSATSs/GSATs —
telemedicine and
communication,
RESOURCESAT — earth
resources, METSAT —
meteorology, OCEANSAT —
oceanography , CARTOSAT
— cartography,
Meghatropique — earth
science, ASTROSAT — space

science, and Chandrayaan-1
— lunar science.

Dr. Rangan’s initiative to
translate the benefits of
space to the real users at the
last mile brought in a
system called the National
Natural Resource
Management System
(NNRMS) wherein various
departments of the
Government of India,
namely, agriculture,
forestry, town planning,
water resource
management, fisheries,
health, education, etc. were
enabled to harness the
benefits. National and
Regional Remote Sensing
Agencies were also set up to
serve the end users.

During Dr. Rangan’s
tenure, ISRO’s launch
vehicles, PSLV and GSLV,
were made operational,
making ISRO a complete
national space agency on
the lines of advanced
countries.

It was Dr. Rangan’s
historic lecture on National

Technology Day in 1999,
ideating the technical
possibility of India placing a
satellite around the moon
using PSLV, that germinated
into a full-fledged project
report in 2003. The project
[Chandrayaan-1] was
announced by then Prime
Minister Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on August 15,
2003, during his
Independence day speech
to the nation from the Red
Fort. I was very fortunate to
be hand-picked by Dr.
Rangan as member
secretary of the national
task team that prepared the
project report. It eventually
made me the Project
Director for Chandrayaan-1.

Dr. Kasturirangan’s
contributions to the
well-debated National
Education Policy 2020, his
tenure as Rajya Sabha MP
(2003-09) and Chairman of
the Karnataka Knowledge
Commission are glimpses of
his tireless contribution to
the future of the nation.

K. Kasturirangan Took Space to People, and Beyond

. HETUIT A HARET Y 1A A s Tgaran, 3R 7@ 3T s

o AT

e Dr. Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan, the former ISRO Chairman, is no more.
ST. FHSUTETHT HEURI, Td N HEFET, 3T AR ST 777 & |

e He began his career as an X-ray astronomer and steadily rose through key positions.
3ogiet 379 HRAT T Y3 TFH-Y @I & §F H A AR Fgeaqul Jar deh 5|

e His academic services and accomplishments in science, technology, and education
have left a lasting impact.

e, sleafreh sitc e & a1 3 3e7hr Aarfore damw 3R Iuaicar e wurl o9 ol

TS|
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e India began its national space programme in a very humble way in the late 1960s,
while U.S. and Russia were reaching the Moon.

IR = 1960 & &I & el H g FIURVT Ik F 39T AL IHARET HrHA LT ha,
ST AR AR T TgAT R g @

e During his nine-year tenure as ISRO Chairman (1994-2003), the Indian space
programme transitioned from the experimental to the operational phase.

SHA IreYeT & & H 3T ait AT (1994—2003) o ATl & GRI, TR Sl 3idReT
FRISH TAFMcHS TROT T TRETerT TROT H JALT T =T

e Under his leadership, ISRO advanced in earth observation, communication
satellites, and launch services.

3eTeh wicjed A SO o Gt Jraeiehet, HER 39T IR dlear Qanait 7 Faricy |
e He enabled ISRO to venture into commercial space, leasing 10 transponders of
INSAT-2E to INTELSAT for $10 million in 1999.

3ogiel SERY T SATGATAS HANET 81T 3 T Fld F JeTe g1 3R 1999 & $10 AT
H INSAT-2E & 10 EIEYIET FT INTELSAT &I dec W fam|

e This allowed Indian households to watch cable TV in regional languages, and Indian
TV programmes reached 47 countries.

$Hd STRT AR o:T 7 &N s13it F Frarer S ST e g3 3R R
T 47 Gt T TE |

Thematic Missions for Society

AT & fow dfes A

He implemented ISRO’s slogan ‘Space for Society’ through thematic missions:

3egie SO & AR ‘TATS & farw 3rafer o1 fidfes Pt & aArcyd @ grR Fam

e EDUSAT - for tele-education
EDUSAT — g3&y e & faw

o INSATs/GSATs — for telemedicine and communication
INSAT/GSAT — Az fe 3k ¥R & fow

e RESOURCESAT - for earth resources
RESOURCESAT - qedl el & ferw

e METSAT - for meteorology
METSAT - #la# fasre & fau

e OCEANSAT - for oceanography
OCEANSAT — AgRIRRIY 3reqde & ol

e CARTOSAT - for cartography
CARTOSAT — Afagor & faw
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Meghatropique — for earth science
Meghatropique — gt fa=ireT & fow
ASTROSAT - for space science
ASTROSAT - 3raRet s & faw
Chandrayaan-1 — for lunar science

TEIT-1 — g e & faw

Bringing Space Benefits to the People
3HTRReT & SISl I STeTcll o T

He initiated the National Natural Resource Management System (NNRMS) to deliver
benefits of space to the last-mile users.

Segiet 3fafaT & el 1 Jifersr STRTERATHt de g & fore Usd wiE A wwa
YaHsT YoTTell (NNRMS) 3hr Q[&37TeT T |

Through NNRMS, departments like agriculture, forestry, town planning, water,
fisheries, health, and education could use space-based services.

NNRMS & ATEIHA 8 FW, I, AR AT, e, Aexd, TR 31T e S fsamer
Fafet smenRea Far3it o1 STAeT T T |

National and Regional Remote Sensing Agencies were established to support end
users.

AT 3R e Rate AT vt Fr Tamer Afas sgaersatsit S derar » oo fr
TSl

Development of PSLV and GSLV
PSLV 3T GSLV &1 s

During his tenure, the PSLV and GSLV launch vehicles were made operational,
making ISRO a complete national space agency.

3eTeh hdehlel / PSLV 3R GSLV dfea arger aRameret & ame are, f5ed sat ven qot
TSR 3rafver voidt a7 35|

Vision Behind Chandrayaan-1
agare-1 & 9IS Y gt

On National Technology Day 1999, Dr. Rangan proposed that India could place a
satellite around the Moon using PSLV.

TS e faw 1999 WX 3. Tt & Fourd o 6 1R PSLV &1 #eg & dgaT Y

HETT A 3YAE AT ThTl ¢
This idea led to a project report in 2003, and Chandrayaan-1 was officially announced
by Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on August 15, 2003.
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g [ 2003 # we IR R9E & scof 77 31K Ter=raa) 3red fagd) arsaf = 15

3ITET 2003 Y TEITe-1 hr TR TDwoT |

e Dr. Rangan selected the author as Member Secretary of the task team for the project,
which eventually made him the Project Director of Chandrayaan-1.

ST, Tl & oI 1 58 GRS Sl Teeh &1 H Wee T |fa [ gerd foha, S arg
YEITA-1 F IRAISAT fAgerF 971

Contributions Beyond Space

HafeT & I Je1ETeT

o He played a key role in shaping the National Education Policy 2020.
3ogiet e fRraT Aifer 2020 & AT 7 FgeaqT HfFH FerrS|

e He served as a Rajya Sabha MP (2003-09) and as the Chairman of the Karnataka
Knowledge Commission.

3o AIWHT G (2003-09) 3R FeiTes AT AT & reqeT & &9 & off Far &

 These roles reflect his tireless commitment to India’s future.

o1 RT3 A 39 AR & HiasT F uf 3rye FAYOT A FATT FAAAT B
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A chance for India’s creative ecosystem to make waves

S Paper III: S&T

n the face of global trade tariffs and stock

market volatility, India shines as a resilient

economy. Leveraging its demographic
advantages and technological capabilities, India
can turn challenges into opportunities,
positioning itself as a global ‘Creative
Powerhouse.” With a rich storytelling tradition,
India’s Media & Entertainment (M&E) sector aims
to ‘Connect Creators’ worldwide through the
‘Create in India, Create for the World’ vision.

Making a mark, globally

India is home to a burgeoning population of
young creators across various fields such as film,
music, art, and technology. Notably, Namit
Malhotra’s DNEG, the visual effects and
animation studio demonstrated ground-breaking
VFX in the Oscar-winning success of Dune 2. This
marked India’s seventh Oscar victory,
highlighting India’s growing influence in the
global entertainment industry. The evolution
from traditional film-making to digital production
showcases the country’s capability in creating
world-class content.

WAVES Xcelerator (WAVEX), part of the
Government of India’s World Audio-Visual
Entertainment Summit (WAVES) 2025, aims to
connect young creators with industry leaders and
foster startup growth.

Scheduled for May 2025 in Mumbai, WAVES
seeks to enhance India’s M&E startup ecosystem
by providing mentorship, funding, and global
opportunities. The sector is projected to grow
from ¥2,422 billion in 2023 to 3,067 billion by
2027, encompassing innovative fields such as
gaming, Artificial Intelligence (Al), and the
metaverse.

Despite challenges in gaining recognition,
WAVES offers a platform for emerging startups to
showcase their work to global investors. The
initiative also includes women-led startups such
as Lapwing Studios and Vygr Media, fostering
inclusivity within the M&E ecosystem.

WAVES is committed to creating a dynamic
and competitive startup environment, serving as

Kiran

Mazumdar-Shaw

is Chairperson,
Biocon Group

The World
Audio-Visual
Entertainment
Summit
(WAVES) 2025
will be a
launchpad for
the next
generation of
creators and
entrepreneurs

alaunchpad for international success. WAVEX
will directly address barriers to capital,
mentorship, and global exposure, offering not
only financial support but also a structured
ecosystem for growth. Having started Biocon with
just 310,000 and a vision, I understand the
significance of such catalytic platforms.

As a supporter of the arts through initiatives
such as the Museum of Art and Photography
(MAP) and Science Gallery Bengaluru, I believe
that a nation’s culture is rooted in both its arts
and sciences. Both arts and science are rooted in
creativity; scientists experiment in labs just as
artists do on canvas.

India, which thrives on the synergy of its
demographic advantage, technological
capabilities, and rich cultural heritage, is a
flourishing hub of creativity. This fusion is not
merely philosophical in India; it is practical,
shaping industries and driving innovation within
the M&E sector.

With a storytelling tradition that spans
centuries, India is uniquely positioned to emerge
as a global creative powerhouse. From classical
dance to cinema, and from comics to immersive
technology, we are entering an exciting era where
creativity intersects with cutting-edge innovation.
The vision of ‘Create in India, Create for the
World" encapsulates this ambition perfectly.

A catalyst for creative startups

WAVES exemplifies the beautiful convergence of
technology and storytelling. WAVEX is poised to
tap into this by supporting startups in innovative
areas such as animation, Al, Augmented
Reality/Virtual Reality (AR/VR), gaming, and the
metaverse.

With more than 4,500 sellers and over 5,900
buyers registered for the WAVES Bazaar, the
initiative promises to connect Indian startups
with global players, accelerating India’s ascent as
aleader in the global M&E landscape.

WAVES also champions innovation beyond
traditional media. Companies such as Erucanavis
Technologies are pioneering Al-driven playable

ads, while Amaze Studios and Offline Human
Studios are redefining storytelling through
animation and VR. Ed-tech ventures such as
InscapeXR and Vision Impact are transforming
learning with immersive media. Together, these
startups highlight the vast potential and global
relevance of India’s creative ecosystem.

A vision for the future
India has long been celebrated for its rich cultural
heritage and enduring legacy of creativity.

This creative energy finds its most vibrant
expression in our youth, who are the creators of
today and the visionaries of tomorrow. Across
film, music, animation, gaming, and digital
media, young Indian creators are pushing
boundaries and redefining genres.

The Indian government’s commitment to
nurturing this potential is evident in its support
for initiatives such as WAVES, which is designed
to foster a dynamic, innovative, and globally
competitive startup ecosystem in the Media and
Entertainment sector.

Today, through WAVES, we are not only
investing in startups, but we are also investing in
storytelling, in self-expression, and in the creative
economy that will define the future. Whether it is
in a biotech lab or a digital studio, creativity is the
currency that will shape tomorrow’s industries
and identities.

WAVES 2025 is more than a celebration of
India’s M&E industry; it is a launchpad for the
next generation of creators and entrepreneurs
poised to transform how the world consumes
entertainment, education, and culture.

As an advisory board member of WAVES, 1 am
proud to be part of this transformative journey.
The impact of this initiative will go far beyond
studios and boardrooms, echoing in every story
told, every startup scaled, and every innovation
that challenges convention.

India’s moment to lead a global creative
revolution is here. Let us ‘Create in India, Create
for the World’ and show the world the boundless
power of our imagination.

A Chance for India’s Creative Ecosystem to Make Waves

AR &Y fhufea shIffTeH & AT 3T g HT TH 3quT

India is emerging as a resilient economy despite global trade tariffs

and stock market volatility, by leveraging its demographic advantage

and technological capabilities.

dfRae SR e 3R MR TR Y FFEYIAT F a9 AR T odielt
NSTGEYT F TT H IHT @I &, AT 3T TAFMTRIRIT o1 3T davedlehy
&THAT3T T ITANT FHT &7 B

e India is positioning itself as a global ‘Creative Powerhouse’ with its rich tradition of
storytelling and a growing Media & Entertainment (M&E) sector.

HRT e, &l Ueh dfRgeh ‘Fhefea areateBw & €9 # T X 6T 8, TSI gl wga H

FAEH W 3R AT 7 A/ (MEE) 817 TR 96 &7 &
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e The ‘Create in India, Create for the World’ vision aims to connect Indian creators to
the global stage.

‘frue 3o 33T, fiFue B g 3¢5 1 gicaiuT IR fhueyd &1 dRa® #79 & Asat &1
qET @T g |

Making a Mark, Globally
3Ras T W BT SIS

¢ India has a large and growing population of young creators in fields such as film,
music, art, and technology.

AR # fred, gafd, Feam, 3R Ae@AAT S8 131 7 a1 ARy 1 Teh 91 R Ao @

ot JEET g1

o DNEG, led by Namit Malhotra, created ground-breaking VFX for the Oscar-winning film
Dune 2, contributing to India’s seventh Oscar victory.

AT HeeHT ST HaATfeld DNEG o 3 fasidl et Dune 2 & faw sfcamyfaish VFX

FoTT, fad IR T Ardar R e
o This success highlights India’s rising global presence in entertainment and shift from
traditional to digital production.

g hIdT AR ST ARSI &7 H dadT 312ae 3uTedfa 3R yRaRe ¥ RS Wssr
H Seorg & g2t B

WAVES 2025 and WAVEX
WAVES 2025 3k WAVEX

WAVES Xcelerator (WAVEX), a part of World Audio-Visual Entertainment Summit
(WAVES) 2025, will connect young creators with industry leaders and support startups.

WAVES TFeReT (WAVEX), SiT ae8 A f3a-fasgare veweeie affic (WAVES) 2025
fREHT €, Jar TaareRt At 3eeT fAAvaAT & Shsem AR Ferésrew H gHLT gam|

e The eventis scheduled for May 2025 in Mumbai, and will provide mentorship,
funding, and global opportunities to India’s M&E startups.

Ig FHAHH A 2025 H F{ES 7 191 3R R & M&E FIEIHTH I ATieer, famaiyor, 3t

AT IHTET eTeT |

e The M&E sector is projected to grow from ¥2,422 billion in 2023 to ¥3,067 billion by
2027.

2023 # 2,422 3T § TGHY Ig &1 2027 T 3,067 3G Teh TG T oA ¢ |
e The growth includes areas like gaming, Artificial Intelligence (Al), and the metaverse.

5H gefr A AfHer, FRF FEfaar (Al) 3R A< S 87 A &
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Platform for Emerging Startups

33 eI & v A=

WAVES provides a platform for emerging startups to showcase their work to global
investors, overcoming the challenge of recognition.

WAVES 39 TTEHTH FI g AIUFT & 1A 3797 FHIH &Y W id el &bl AT TSt
T &, FAed vt & gateh g el &1

The initiative includes women-led startups like Lapwing Studios and Vygr Media,
promoting inclusivity.

$H UgoT H Lapwing Studios 3{R Vygr Media Si& ATREIT-siqea arel TESIE3H MTA &,
ST HATATRIET T Fgrar & &

WAVEX will help remove barriers related to capital, mentorship, and global exposure,
and build a structured startup ecosystem.

WAVEX g&ft, Arsieelar, 31T dfRas wud & St aren3ii &1 gy ¥am 3R v s weréary
SHIATEH IR FHLT|

Personal stories, such as starting Biocon with just 10,000, show the value of catalytic
platforms like WAVEX.

10,000 T YTt & STANRIT T LTI SIET SATFAINT Hhglferdl WAVEX ST U CAehiFd
& g Pl ST 8

Culture and Creativity

HERTA AR TATHS AT

Art initiatives like Museum of Art and Photography (MAP) and Science Gallery
Bengaluru reflect that a nation's strength lies in both arts and science.

FIIAH AT TE TS BT (MAP) I AEH el Srefs SIET svell Ugeil § Tg T
2T & o el &er i e st 3R RA=TeT St 7 gl &

Creativity is central to both scientific experiments and artistic expressions, showing
their deep interconnection.

defas ya AR Farews FffeafFaat a7 wEatcaFar I gew $fHw g ¢, o
3T Qe o ST e oY fe@er |

India’s demographic advantage, technology, and cultural richness position it as a
creative hub.

AT B
This synergy is driving innovation in the Media & Entertainment sector.

g TH-aT FEAT 3R AARS 87 7 Ja=R F Ifd & WL
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Creative Powerhouse Vision

frufea grate3y &1 RS

e India’s centuries-old storytelling traditions—from classical dance to cinema and
comics to immersive technology—enable it to be a global creative powerhouse.

Rt hT Wferat qurelt Ferelt Fgal Y WRIT—AEAT e § i @atar 3R FifdFw @
AR SATHT TFATATS dh—39 Teh dfRge fhpufed Irave3yd saia & HeTH S=d g
e The ‘Create in India, Create for the World’ vision captures this ambition.

‘frue o1 33, fFue B g 363 gTReHIT 58 Hecarahiall 1 g 3|

Catalyst for Creative Startups

fepufeT Ferdsred & v 3a®

e WAVES showcases the blend of technology and storytelling, supporting startups in
animation, Al, AR/VR, gaming, and the metaverse.

WAVES Wleafrt 3k FaTelt Fgar & Hora I geiar g 31 weliarer, Al, AR/VR, A&,

3R Aerad 7 TerErey & AT Far B

e More than 4,500 sellers and 5,900 buyers are registered for the WAVES Bazaar,
connecting Indian startups to global players.

WAVES aT9IR & faIT 4,500 & sifereh fashar 31k 5,900 @ER doiishd €, St TR
Fere3reH 1 dfRaw @enf3at @ sisa &

e Companies like Erucanavis Technologies are pioneering Al-driven playable ads,
while Amaze Studios and Offline Human Studios innovate in animation and VR.

Erucanavis Technologies Si& Tere3red Al 3meniid cavae faama«t & 3wrof §, sefen

Amaze Studios 3T Offline Human Studios T=Aer 3T VR H FaaR - I &1

o Ed-tech firms like InscapeXR and Vision Impact are transforming education using
immersive media.

InscapeXR 3iR Vision Impact 31 Us-¢& Tere3rey sAfaa #f3ar & Areas & fRam «r
ECC RS
e These examples highlight the global potential of India’s creative ecosystem.

T TRV AR ST TATCHS FHITATEH FI ARash &THAT FT 399 Hcd o |

A Vision for the Future

ST ) v gfe

e India has long been celebrated for its rich cultural heritage and enduring legacy of
creativity.
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fore wreT Srar g
e This creative energy finds its most vibrant expression in our youth, who are the
creators of today and the visionaries of tomorrow.

Ig THATcHE ol gAR a1t & Fad Tael TG & Yehe gl &, S Arer & favaaar ik sfasy
& qradi €|

e Across film, music, animation, gaming, and digital media, young Indian creators are
pushing boundaries and redefining genres.

feew, walta, vfasrers, AT, 3R Bfoee #AfFar & srcd gar o Tar dansi # dsa
gU Aferat i TR FY & &
e The Indian government’'s commitment to nurturing this potential is evident in its support

for initiatives such as WAVES, which aims to foster a dynamic, innovative, and
globally competitive startup ecosystem in the Media and Entertainment sector.

HRART TXHR T 3 &THAT I FIGTdT Got T FfATeHdr WAVES S ST & AT H
Tose g, foraent 3caed M3 3R wRaret 817 A v aifaefier, Farem), 3K dRes Fr w
wfaeqeff Teresrg RS 97 # Wicaried == g

e Today, through WAVES, we are not only investing in startups, but also in storytelling,
self-expression, and in the creative economy that will define the future.

3T WAVES & ATEIH O 8 dhdol EIEINTH H &1 81, I Fgled) hge I Fdl, T9-
AT, 3R 39 WaTeHS rdeaaedr # A9 T g § S 1S s aRena el

e Whether itis in a biotech lab or a digital studio, creativity is the currency that will
shape tomorrow’s industries and identities.

ATE I8 A A« g1 AT Bforea T, waerenaar &1 a8 AeT § S ol i 3g@h 3R

TETe I THR M|

e WAVES 2025 is more than a celebration of India’s M&E industry; itis a launchpad for
the next generation of creators and entrepreneurs poised to transform how the world
consumes entertainment, education, and culture.

WAVES 2025 $Rd & Hf3ar 3iv vexeraie 31T &1 el 3c8d 18! ¢; T 39Tell gl &
TAHRI AR 3IAIT & T v waiqor 7 § S gforar & #arsre, frem, ik avpfa &
39T FI S5l & T AR B

e As an advisory board member of WAVES, | am proud to be part of this transformative
journey.

WAVES & HeTgsR d1$ §GET & &9 H, 73T 38 TRAdAHRT AT 71 FEAT gled 0 714 ¢

e The impact of this initiative will go far beyond studios and boardrooms, echoing in
every story told, every startup scaled, and every innovation that challenges
convention.

SH Tgel T FoTTd T3 3R NEEH & 7 3197 doh ST, & FaTedl, Y TIEHT T g,
3R X 38 AGMER 7 T[S S ORIt Y Fetel Gar
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India’s moment to lead a global creative revolution is here.

AR & T R TFeTTcsts HIA AT wiccd A 1 &70T 37 AT ¢ |

Let us ‘Create in India, Create for the World’ and show the world the boundless
power of our imagination.

33T & ‘fFue 51 $3a, fhwe B g 968 & faaR &1 31910 3R gferar &1 39l Feden
&1 3rdleT afFa e

Opinion market advocates
say it’s a game of skill, face
civil society opposition

GS Paper lI: Opinion Market

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Real money gaming firms
— an industry that allows
users to risk money on fan-
tasy sports, poker, rummy
and so on — are dipping
their toes into prediction
markets, allowing users to
wager on the outcome of
real world events. With
this new shift, firms like
Probo are trying to emu-
late the legal successes of
other firms whose offer-
ings have been upheld as
legitimate in courts.

In the past week, two
papers argued that predic-
tion markets (or “opinion
trading”) are skill-based
activities.

If courts agree with this
assessment — supported by
an IIT Delhi professor-
authored study commis-
sioned by Probo and a pol-
icy paper by the Delhi-
based Evam Law & Policy —
then betting on real life
events, long seen as a gam-
bling, would instead be
classified as gaming, ham-
pering States’ ability to
curb such firms from solic-
iting bets from players.

How it’s structured

Prediction markets are
structured in a straightfor-
ward way: two or more
groups of people wager on
whether an event will hap-
pen or not, and after the
platform hosting the wager
takes a cut, the pooled mo-
ney is distributed to the
group whose prediction
comes true. For instance,
Probo’s opinion trading
platform is accepting bets
on the value of Bitcoin later
in the day, whether the
Dow Jones composite will
reach a certain value, the
outcome of the next Indian
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Email Id :

New bets: Real money gaming firms are dipping into prediction,
allowing users to wager on real world event outcomes. GETTY IMAGES

Premier League match,
and even the result of a
match in the Pakistan Sup-
er League, which is not
even streamed in India.

In the Probo-commis-
sioned paper co-authored
with an employee of the
company, Amitabha Bag-
chi, a professor of compu-
ter science at IIT Delhi, as-
sessed  that  “opinion
trading is a skill-based
game,” and said that data
analysed from Probo sup-
ported this conclusion.
The authors reasoned that
characteristics that apply
to games of skill —such as a
“gradient” among users,
with some outperforming
others consistently, and of
individual players getting
better over time — apply to
opinion trading.

A likely law?
The question is likely to be
settled by legislation.

While betting on sports di-
rectly is regulated by States
(under the “betting and
gambling” clause in the
Constitution), at least three
high courts have upheld
the legality of daily fantasy
sports, where players as-
semble their own rosters
and teams, and real life
performance impacts the
outcome of their assem-
bled rosters.

It remains to be seen
whether prediction mar-
kets will withstand similar
legal challenges. The Bom-
bay High Court is hearing
pleas against opinion trad-
ing. While, in March, the
Supreme Court directed
the Gujarat HC to reconsid-
er a PIL on the matter that
it had dismissed earlier.
The New Indian Consumer
Initiative (NICI), a civil so-
ciety group, has urged the
government to ban opi-
nion trading outright.

“Opinion trading plat-
forms often claim to foster
skillful engagement, even
though their core mechan-
ics align more with betting
and gambling for two
primary reasons — unpred-
ictable outcomes outside
the control or influence of
the user and binary deci-
sion making,” NICI said in
its representation.

“Real world events like
elections or cricket match-
es are influenced by nume-
rous uncontrollable fac-
tors, such as weather, voter
turnout, or last-minute
strategies and can lean on
chance heavily. As a result,
the feature of binary ‘Yes/
No’ choice in decision-
making can strip away the
complexity of analysis,
making outcomes akin to
flipping a coin or chance.”

Opinion Market Advocates Say It’s a
Game of Skill, Face Civil Society
Opposition

AT IR & ASH Fgd § 6 Ig Fherer
HT T &, dfhe AIRE TATS sTFHT
AT s Ee

Entry of Real Money Gaming Firms into
Prediction Markets

Rrer A= AfAT Fafaat Y sfgsgamoi soR
T

o Real money gaming firms — an industry allowing
users to risk money on fantasy sports, poker, rummy,
etc. — are now entering prediction markets, letting
users wager on real-world event outcomes.

Raer A=t AfFHT Fufaar — S 3TTeRansit #r hewd
T, W, T SR Qo 3% T e Y vy & &
— 39 sfgsHamf R A AT FIE 8, STEr d

3T T TR TSATIHT I &d ST T graem &
wel

. Firms like Probo are trying to model themselves

after other gaming companies that were declared legal
by courts.

et ST Shuferal e i 3o AHT Shuferait S oe o= @Y
& [oloe 37Terdl of a%r eYf¥d fhar &
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Claims of Skill-Based Activity
ierer 3R arfafafer gist 1 qrar

e Two papers in the past week argued that prediction markets (opinion trading) are
skill-based activities.

e Aodig g i@l & g de f&ar 137 fh Afasyareft I9IR (A S99R) U Siere
areRa rfafafer g

e One paper was authored by a professor from IIT Delhi, commissioned by Probo, and
another by the Delhi-based Evam Law & Policy.

Teh ol HTEITEE fereelt & WIheR carT e & forw foram arar 2, 3R gawr Rl ua
TIH | U3 Fiferdt GaRT FEd foha arm|

e If courts agree that these are games of skill, betting on real-world events may be
reclassified as gaming instead of gambling, limiting States' regulatory powers.

3R HHETell Sog hIRMeT T Wl AT 8, Al Ao TATIHT I &d ST T T T
AT 7 Aol 7 37 Forar &, o Tt Hr IR i orfed AT g soet)

How Prediction Markets Work

fsgamol IR Ha FTH FIATE

o Prediction markets involve two or more groups betting on whether an event will occur.
HiasIaToft STk & &1 AT 31Tt Fog ol Tear & ufed glel I o el W &g o9l & |

e The platform hosting the wager takes a cut, and the remaining pool is distributed to
those who predicted correctly.

TSIE Colewhiel TR gid ST STl & 96 & REwT t@ar 8, 31K aw dar #g) sifasaarol aa
arelt 3 SieT SATaT &

e Probo’s platform allows bets on things like the value of Bitcoin, Dow Jones index, IPL
match outcomes, and even Pakistan Super League matches.

SIS &l CIehia faesisst 1 77, 3ia Silew g37d, AEdva A7 F aRome, 3R g7 d=
fo arfdreater goR offer A=t o 8 gfa oo ST B

Probo-Backed Research Claiming Skill Element

et gAY aver 7 Flerer i gty F1 gar

e In a paper co-authored by Amitabha Bagchi, an IIT Delhi professor and a Probo
employee, it was concluded that opinion trading is skill-based.

IMEITEA el F Wihax JfATTH qrere 31X TiaT & Toh AR GaRT Fe-aI T Ueh ol H
sy fAerTarr a7 i AT sAraR Sierer 3menfla g

e They found users exhibit characteristics typical of skill games, like a performance
gradient and consistent improvement over time.
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3ogiel UTAT foh 3UANITRAT3it & hierel arel el dhT ATHT [FATAIT gy &, I o ugeiar &

IR 3R AT & WY falea? gur|

Legal and Constitutional Context

FTefeit 3R waAenfaT wast

e The classification of prediction markets is likely to be settled by legislation.
Hfsgaroft ST T Aol FALROT GHaT: FTef & ATCIH ¥ T g

o States regulate sports betting under the Constitution’s “betting and gambling” entry.
=g FRAYTA & “wedarsh 3R s 9t & dea Gal W & 7o #) FEfia w1

e Atleast three High Courts have upheld daily fantasy sports as legal.

HH A FA dieT ITT AT 7 Solt heHt TAET T AT AT g |

Legal Challenges and Court Proceedings

FTefell Faitferal 3R reTercl FrAamw)

e The Bombay High Court is currently hearing challenges against opinion trading.
1o 8T8 FIE 3H AT AT SATIR & AT AMARIHT T GeAaTs Y T 8 |

e In March, the Supreme Court asked the Gujarat High Court to reconsider a PIL on
opinion trading it had dismissed earlier.

AT & A FIE A R 818 FIE T 3 SeTfgcd ATt TR GATTUR el i hgl ol 38
gl @IS T fear 4|

Opposition from Civil Society

AT AT &1 faAer

e The New Indian Consumer Initiative (NICI) has urged the government to ban opinion
trading outright.

= f3aet Fegax sfafrefea (NICI) & TR & #a SR W qot ufeaer sems it #ver Hr
gl

o NICI argues that these platforms mimic betting and gambling rather than fostering real
skill, due to unpredictable outcomes and binary decisions.

NICI &7 oTh § Toh & Telehiel Flerer it a9 U 3R Feearst & S §, Fifeh geveh TRomH
sifafdaa gid 8 3R Ao arerd 8 8]

e Events like elections and cricket matches are influenced by weather, voter turnout,
and last-minute strategies, making them highly reliant on chance.

g1 3R frahe 3w SRl gt Atww, Faerar smefier 3R sifaer avor iy torefaat @
TS BIcil &, ToTerd SeTat WA hl 8T 3HTeeh 8T STl & |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page76



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

This binary “Yes/No” structure can strip away the complexity of real analysis, turning it into
mere chance, like a coin toss.

g TS “BI/=IT” ST AEATAh [ARANUT &y ST o FHTCT T ST & 3R 50 T At
3T ST HAET 9T TR IfFaT s &ar g
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