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Strong censure: Brahmin Raksha Manch members address a conference against the film Phule, at the Press Club of India in New Delhi on Sunday. ANI
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Censoring change: How Bollywood’s elite
resist caste-conscious cinema

Phule seems to be the latest among the long line of alternative movies that have faced significant hurdles on the way to the big screen, simply for
exploring Dalit-Bahujan identities and narratives that mainstream Hindi cinema has often shied away from; and it’s not without a pattern it seems

Harish §. Wankhede

indi cinema, dominated by

profit-driven masala films,

often glorifies social elites

while sidelining Dalit-Bahujan
identities and their concerns. Mainstream
Bollywood, criticised for promoting
patriarchal and casteist stereotypes,
rarely embraces cinema as a tool to
challenge social injustices. Additionally, it
tends to uphold the cultural and political
agendas of traditional social elites while
avoiding engaging with Dalit-Bahujan
narratives and their social experiences.
Popular cinema hesitates to embrace
cinema as a platform for artistic and
creative exploration that would unearth
orthodox social practices and sensitise
the audience about it.

In recent years, mainstream Hindi
cinema has seen rare but significant
attempts to challenge Bollywood’s
stereotypical narratives through films like
Article 15, which exposes caste atrocities
through a police officer’s awakening, and
Dhadak, which subtly weaves caste into a
tragic romance, signal a shift toward
socially aware storytelling. Other films
like Shamshera and Veda, which address
issues of caste oppression and present
robust Dalit protagonists to fight such
social ills, are crucial additions.

This emerging genre has carved out a
peripheral vet vital space for films that
expose societal injustices and advocate
for reform, offering a vision of a more
equitable society. Such efforts should be
celebrated and supported, but the
industry’s conventional ruling elites have
largely distanced themselves from this
shift.

Instead, these films are often criticised
as threats to the dominance of social
elites, accused of disrupting social

Address
Email Id :

Contact Number :
patrioticias.in

Website :

harmony by foregrounding Dalit-Bahujan
symbols and narratives.

The recent controversy surrounding
Phule, marked by the Central Board of
Film Certification (CBFC) censorship of
caste-related content, exemplifies a
deliberate effort to suppress stories that
dare to challenge the social and political
dominance of the governing elite,
highlighting the ongoing resistance to
transformative cinema.

The arrival of Dalit-Bahujan cinema
This new site of cinema making is an
innovative improvisation as it brings
stories of vulnerable social groups and
provides them a dignified mantle. This
genre has introduced the iconic figures of
Babasaheb Ambedkar and Mahatma
Iyotiba Phule to the silver screen as their
ideas and values too are influencing the
narrative practices of Cinema and are
getting much more resonance on the
silver screen today.

The regional cinema (especially Tamil
and Marathi) has offered impressive
artistic cinema (like Sairat, Jayanti, Kabali,
Asuran etc.,) that not only entertains the
audience with its creative narratives but
also educates them about the issues of
social dignity and the need to fight against
oppressive Brahmanical orthodoxy.

These new narratives depict
Dalit-Bahujan characters not as passive
victims or background figures, but as
empowered protagonists with agency,
dignity, and purpose. They challenge the
conventional grammar of Indian cinema
and open up space for a more
democratised cultural discourse.

In doing so, this parallel stream is not
just reshaping representation but
redefining what mainstream Indian
cinema can aspire to be. This is a nascent
but promising genre, capable of

democratising the Indian film industry.

Upper casteist opposition

Jyotiba Phule and Babasaheb Ambedkar
were the fierce critics of Hindu caste
system and the exploitative domination of
priestly castes over the majority
oppressed groups. They imagined
modern India as a liberated territory not
only from the aegis of the imperialist
domination but also from our own
Brahmanical and patriarchal servitude.

However, in the nationalist
historiography and popular culture, these
iconic figures were often relegated as the
heroes of certain caste groups while the
other leaders were elevated as the prime
representatives of the national interest.
The popular Hindi cinema too ignored
the heroes, historic events and issues
pertaining to the Dalit-Bahujan masses
and mostly endorsed narratives that
promote the social and political interests
of the conventional social elites.

In the case of recent controversy
around Phule, the CBFC has created
technical hurdles for its release. The film,
initially set for release on April 11, was
delayed to April 25, due to objections
from purported representatives of the
“Brahmin community” in Maharashtra
and subsequent CBFC directives to
remove or alter caste-related content. The
board directed the filmmakers to remove
caste-specific terms like “Mahar”,
“Mang”, “Peshwai”, and “Manu’s system
of caste”, as well as visuals like a man
with a broom tied to his waist (a historical
reference to Dalit oppression).

Phule appears to be advocating
anti-caste politics, showcasing the
Dalit-Bahujan characters as lead
protagonists and offering a strong critique
of Brahmanical social order. It appears
that the state is ready to stop even the
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nascent process that could have
democratised the cinema industries
substantively in favour of the
Dalit-Bahujan masses. Such removals by
the CBFC would dilute the historical
realities of Phule’s fight against caste
discrimination. These edits are mostly to
sanitise history to appease fringe casteist
groups while undermining the film’s
objective to confront the caste injustice.

On the other hand, cinema that
propagate communal anxieties (Kerala
Story), manipulates historic facts
(Kashmir Files) and target the Muslim
minorities as brutal foreign aggressors
(Chaava) and anti-nationals is endorsed
and promoted by the current regime at
the centre. It shall be pointed out that
films like Punjab 95, Tees, and Dhadak 2,
which address social issues, also faced
similar censorship, suggesting a pattern of
suppressing narratives that challenge the
Brahmanical value system.

The struggle for representation
A brief examination of Hindi cinema
reveals that most characters on-screen
embody the identities of social elites, with
narratives mainly reflecting their cultural
interests. While Muslim and Jatt Sikh
identities add some diversity, the focus
remains heavily on the perspectives of the
social elites. In this landscape, films like
Phule and Dhadak 2, which confront caste
issues, centre Dalit-Bahujan characters,
and challenge the cultural dominance of
Brahmanical elites, deserve recognition.
Yet, institutions like the CBFC,
influenced by governing elites, appear
intent on suppressing such narratives, as
evidenced by the censorship hurdles
faced by Phule. These challenges
underscore the fact that the fight for
social equity and freedom of expression
in Indian cinema remains unfinished.
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Censoring Change: How Bollywood’s Elite Resist Caste-
Conscious Cinema

HaRT AR agera: FH diegs F wfRare o nfa-Aaw Raar
F T Fa §

Phule and Resistance to Dalit-Bahujan Narratives

F 3R Sford-agerer Famait Fr wfay

o Phule is the latest in a line of alternative movies that have faced significant hurdles
reaching the big screen, mainly because they explore Dalit-Bahujan identities that
mainstream Hindi cinema avoids.

ol denfoueh el 1 38 e 1 FdieAdH H3 8, et 98 0 b ugael 7 efix amenait
T HIHAT HYAT TT, FAT(h I G IeT-qgoTel TeaTeT T ISR Il & T HEILRT T T

TASAT 37FET ASR3IETT HLaT g
e This trend suggests a patterned resistance to such narratives.

I8 Y9 58 cg 1 HUT3 & i veh glaaifora e @1 gefh &1

Dominance of Elite Narratives in Mainstream Cinema

HETURT AT 7 sffemea Fam3i 1 v

e Hindi cinema, driven by profit-oriented masala films, often glorifies social elites while
marginalising Dalit-Bahujan concerns.

RS v, St Femmra R Faren feeat & Ganford giar 8, rerax aenfore rffsrear
AfRATATST T & 3R EfereT-ageter a3t T XX FI AT &

+« Mainstream Bollywood is criticised for reinforcing patriarchal and casteist stereotypes,
and rarely uses cinema to question social injustices.

HEIYURT o dicigs Rqadrcas 3R snfaard) weat & serar &1 & forw smeraer 1 R
giaT &, 3IR e & FE AT I Y Il &Y o AT ReiAr 1 3T AR ¥

e It typically aligns with the cultural and political agenda of traditional elites, steering
away from Dalit-Bahujan experiences.

Ig ITHAR I IRARE HHSI ot o T fas 3R Tereifas vl & 366 giar g 3R
gferd-agstet Aeperal & g1 10 T &

e Popular cinema hesitates to treat films as a space for artistic exploration of orthodox
practices that could sensitise audiences.

A O AT wieard afars w2u3it Hr Farcas gsdrd 31T g2 F TagsTefier g
& T & T H RheAT I T A HRIar gl
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Emerging Caste-Conscious Narratives in Bollywood

dieligs # 39! sfa-daw wyre

Recent films like Article 15 and Dhadak have challenged Bollywood’s stereotypes by
including caste issues in their narratives.

gleT 1 TWhodl SIE 3nféer 15 3R Ug 1 370ei U3t 7 Stfar & @k i MiAe Y
afelis # vl F1 gatd & 8

Article 15 focuses on caste atrocities through a police officer’s transformation.
1T 15 T Yiord TR & TEal1a & ATTH § e srearami ) ST §
Dhadak subtly introduces caste themes within a tragic romance framework.

€/5% Ueh QUG UH glell & ATETH § Sfaare fawal sl Geadr § vdd il 8|

Films like Shamshera and Veda have Dalit protagonists fighting caste oppression,
contributing to a more socially aware cinema.

AT 31T AT Y fher! & efara A sifaera 3cdise & @as o=a &, e v
e ATnforF T { FTereF fRAAAT T eI Bl 8|

This emerging genre offers a vision of equity and creates a space for reform through
cinema.

TE SHICA g% Ae FATAAT HT gF¥€ TeTa FHIc & 3R [{al & Aeas & Fur 6 e
ST &

However, Bollywood’s conventional ruling elites remain largely disengaged from this
trend.

grelifeh, STellgs sl ORI ATHh a9 56 99 & 319 off gt s=me g &

Criticism and Censorship of Transformative Cinema

IREdAFRY RASAT Y 3T 3T TR

Such films are often labelled as threats to elite dominance and accused of disrupting
social harmony.

59 YR HI heaA! @l 3R ARSI T9Fa F fOT @ AT Sirar g 33 aenfas e
I HIT FHLeT T IR STIAT ST B

The Phule controversy, involving CBFC censorship of caste-related content, highlights
deliberate suppression of challenging narratives.

wol forame, forast ot garT sfoera et Air daefRir e 8, getdrget wamst &
AAHF AT T GATAT ¢

This shows ongoing resistance to transformative and caste-aware cinema.

I qREdaHRY 3R Ffa-a9d Ra#AT & gfad SR {0 S 35eR aar gl
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Arrival of Dalit-Bahujan Cinema
& ferd-agstet Fa#T 1 3T

This genre is an innovative space that brings vulnerable social groups and their
stories to the screen with dignity.

Ig Aol U AGIAY HT B ST FAAR AT HHGT T FHglfardl i ARAT & G WE N
T B

Icons like Babasaheb Ambedkar and Mahatma Jyotiba Phule now influence
cinematic narratives more than ever.

AT HASHF 3N AGTAT ST T S HETeT cafarciea 31 FAAAT A FU13At 1 gl
q FeY 3170 ganfad = @ B

Regional cinema, especially Tamil and Marathi, has produced impactful films like
Sairat, Jayanti, Kabali, and Asuran.

&y R, faQivee affter 3R ARy, & e, FFwch, Farel 3 G S Teraeel
ot & €|

These films combine entertainment with messages of social dignity and opposition to
Brahmanical orthodoxy.

Y hcd AARS & TTU-T1Y FATSF TRAT 31 srEAvraKd: #eal & @arms geer ad &1

Dalit-Bahujan characters are now shown as empowered protagonists, not just victims
or background figures.

gferd-sgetet 919 319 Rt A3 o7 Toos{fA & IR oTel Sfesh Tered 719% & &9 A fem@me
ST &l

These stories challenge conventional Indian cinema grammar and promote a more
democratic cultural discourse.

3 ot SRR R At g deft F gt 3 & 31t v 317 awaitw
HiEpTas ALl HF ggrar & €

This parallel stream is reshaping representation and redefining mainstream Indian
cinema.

Ig dhfoush URT Ffafaflea i 7737 3R 2 W & 3R FEIURT AR Raam i 715
afRETST 218 6 5

It is a nascent but promising genre that holds the potential to democratise the Indian
film industry.

I T AT Afdhet FHTaamRiie A § S Rl Reear g &1 Aareaientor HT Fohd
gl

Upper Casteist Opposition
Fd sinfar menfa faer
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Jyotiba Phule and Babasaheb Ambedkar were fierce critics of the Hindu caste system
and the exploitative domination of priestly castes over the majority oppressed groups.

ST Pol 3R STETAIR 35T fég STfel edae T 3R YoIRY Sfcrdl GaRT Jfeehier fifsd
gl W R 1T eNwoTsRY g & e el A

They envisioned modern India as a liberated land not only from imperialist rule but also
from Brahmanical and patriarchal oppression.

3egiel 3MYTIeh SR 1 o sheel Jiaferafis ameer & Ford, afcsh FrewvmEmr 3R
RAqaarca® aradar @ 8t 31Teire A & §9 H T o AT

However, in nationalist historiography and popular culture, they were often portrayed as
heroes of certain caste groups, while other leaders were projected as the primary
symbols of national identity.

gleilieh, Trsgaral e e 3R AT FER{ & 3¢ IFR TS St Fefgl oh Argeht
& & # fe@ran I, STafeh 3T AT T ISERT GgTeT o HEI Tcleh o §9 H TEI fohar
I

Popular Hindi cinema also ignored Dalit-Bahujan leaders, events, and issues, while
promoting narratives that served the interests of elite social groups.

cven o fRET e ¥ ot aferdr-argoter Adait, T3 3R el i Forsiart f&ham 3R @
HUTeleh T fohT St TamTd e q9if o fod 7 |

Censorship of Phule and Political Resistance

oY e 1 TR 3R T R

In the recent controversy around the film Phule, the CBFC created technical hurdles for
its release.

ohed Pol A SIS giferan faare & Fr fihest JATOTeT 15 (CBFC) o 38 Roliet 7 aheitehy
sTe der i)
The film, initially scheduled for release on April 11, was delayed to April 25 due to

objections from some representatives of the “Brahmin community” in Maharashtra and
subsequent CBFC directives.

e, TS99 gger 11 318 &7 RelteT o ST T, 38 25 3rder ae arel & I=m i
HERISE & HS "FEACT FHE" & FIATATEE 7 39Ty SITs 3R 37 s1e CBFC & farder
SR fhT|

CBFC asked the filmmakers to remove caste-specific terms such as "Mahar", "Mang",
"Peshwai", and "Manu’s system of caste", along with visuals like a man with a broom
tied to his waist — a symbol of Dalit oppression.

CBFC & fthes faTansit & "#gr, "#nr, "derarg”, 3R & i snfa sqaeyr sS4 snfa-
ﬁa‘rcrﬂ?q"fa#rgarﬁrﬁm,mﬁmwwaﬁmﬁmﬁaﬁamr}:mq&ﬁﬁ
3fY gera o1 e fe=m)
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Phule appears to promote anti-caste politics, portraying Dalit-Bahujan protagonists
and strongly criticizing the Brahmanical social structure.

Tl e el SiTferare e b1 Sgrar &oft &, oras afera-agere =i 1 7&a s
& &7 H fe@mrar 7 § 3R sreAva! arefas gk 1 Sat ITeraer H TS B

It seems the state is ready to stop even the small beginnings that could have
democratised the cinema industry in favour of Dalit-Bahujan communities.

UHT Yellel BT & Toh T 3T 3Tl TATHT T 811 Aehel T IR & ST FAAAT 7T 't
afed-agstel eeral & et A Ahdifye ool dohdl I

CBFC'’s cuts could dilute Phule’s historical message and appear to sanitise history to
appease fringe casteist groups.

CBFC &1 &welfcal o & ¥aerires Waer 1 iR T Fehell & 3R TAT o197l § 6 I8
STAETH 1 AIH-GUT Fofod T I ¢ ATieh STfrardy Togh 1 Hse foham ST aeh|
At the same time, films like The Kerala Story, The Kashmir Files, and Chaava, which

promote communal fear, manipulate facts, and demonise Muslims, are being
supported by the central regime.

TET g8 3R, & Vel FENT, & VAN BIged, IR srar=ar fthes St Arverfaa T e &,
T a2l 1 AYs-AE T T Bl & 3N T FHET FY GoAATIF o &9 &
e §, 3¢ Fg PR &1 GAYT AT W gl

Films like Punjab 95, Tees, and Dhadak 2 that focus on social issues have also faced
censorship, revealing a pattern of resistance to narratives that challenge Brahmanical
values.

g 95, i, AR 757 2 e fhed St arfore Feat o 3maid §, 3¢ of el
HIHAT AT T37 8, ST ATEAVTATET Hedt &l Jollcll 3o arell ahgliardl & Gfel veh deet &t galfar
gl

The Struggle for Representation

yfafaftca fr o=

A look at Hindi cinema shows that most characters represent elite social identities,
with narratives aligned to their cultural values.

RS RAHAT 9T 71T STel T 37T8hIer 9T 3= Feiia WraTfore qgane o1 g2fa & 3 3%
HUTAH 3T AP T Hedl W Hiad gl ol

While some inclusion of Muslim and Jatt Sikh identities exists, the focus remains
heavily on the perspectives of the social elites.

grenifeh AR 3R S1e @ TgdeT A1 $o ge oo M har I §, Afhet H&T wrend
3 of W AT qaF T goehIoT T &1 Wt Bl

In this scenario, films like Phule and Dhadak 2 that focus on caste issues, centre Dalit-
Bahujan protagonists, and challenge Brahmanical dominance, deserve recognition.
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5 Ul &, $el 3R 57 2 Sl et St SiTferera el X o §, aferd-agare At

T g 7 T@el § 3R srewAvTaTd) a<Ea I Al G §, I TR 9T £
e However, institutions like CBFC, influenced by elite powers, seem determined to
suppress such narratives, as seen in the case of Phule.

gTeTifeh, CBFEC S TEATST ST ATHT HIa¥ aTed 31T o THTT H &, VH HUTAR! ' galey & T
fdeeer weiid g &, SHT f& ol & ATeer 31 g a1

e These challenges highlight that the fight for social justice and freedom of expression
in Indian cinema is far from over.

4 gAtfarat gl & T sl s & amnfors = 3ik srfeafaa i waeear & foe
TEY 3737 31 &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page9



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

© TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

'S
Patriotic |
Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

Francis backed reforms but

also drew strong opposition

Advocating for migrants was one of Francis’s priorities as Pope; he also signalled a welcoming

stance toward LGBTQ+ people, declaring ‘Who am I to judge? when asked about a gay priest

|GS Paper I: Society

Associated Press
VATICAN CITY

s Buenos Aires
Aarchbishop, Jorge
Mario Bergoglio,

who would later become
the head of the Catholic
Church, denied himself the
luxuries his predecessors
enjoyed, riding the bus,
cooking his own meals and
regularly visiting slums.
This simplicity continued
as pope, marked by Fran-
cis taking the name of the
13th century saint known
for personal simplicity. He
lived in the Vatican hotel
instead of the Apostolic Pa-
lace, wore his old orthotic
shoes and not the red loaf-
ers of the papacy, and used
compact cars.

Advocating for migrants

— . W

Bz

Leading example: Pope Francis kneels before a priest to confess,
during a penitential liturgy in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican. A

denounced the “globalisa-
tion of indifference”
shown to would-be refu-
gees. He prayed for dead
migrants at the U.S.-Mexico
border in 2016 and
brought 12 Syrian Muslims
to Rome on his plane after

Trump that anyone build-
ing a wall to keep migrants
out “is not a Christian”.
Early in his papacy,
Francis signalled a more
welcoming stance toward
LGBTQ+ people, declaring
“Who am I to judge?”

for same-sex couples, pro-
vided they don’t resemble
marriage VOws.

Francis became the first
pope to use scientific data
in a major teaching docu-
ment and made care for
God’s creation a hallmark
of his papacy. In 2015, his
environmental manifesto
“Praised Be,” urged a cul-
tural revolution to correct
what he called the “struc-
turally perverse” global
economic system that ex-
ploits the poor and turned
Earth into “an immense
pile of filth”.

In his first years as
pope, critics had a living al-
ternative in Pope Benedict
XVI, who had resigned and
was living on the Vatican
grounds. That amplified
the right-wing opposition

_ was one of Francis’ priori-  visiting a refugee camp in  when asked about a gay toFrancis’s reform agenda.
ties as Pope. His first trip  Lesbos, Greece. His plea priest. In a 2023 Associated ~ Some called him a heretic
outside Rome in 2013 was  for welcome put him at Press interview, he de- after he opened the way in

to the Sicilian island of
Lampedusa to meet with
newly arrived migrants. He

odds with U.S. and Euro-
pean policies. He said in
2016 of then-candidate

clared that, “Being homo-
sexual is not a crime”, and
later approved blessings

2016 to letting divorced
and civilly remarried Cath-
olics receive Communion.

Francis Backed Reforms but Also Drew Strong Opposition
I A GURT T wade fFar afrer 378 w3t amereren & sft
HTHAT HIAT g7

Francis's Humble Lifestyle as Archbishop and Pope

IrafaaT 3T T F T F HifAT H T g
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e As the archbishop of Buenos Aires, Jorge Mario Bergoglio denied himself luxuries,
used public transport, cooked his own meals, and visited slums regularly.

SYTH T & ISR & &9 H SAfer AT FaifforaY & fenfaar @ g a7, Ardaifaen
aRaee! &1 39AT a1, e et Tehrdn 3R HAfAT &9 @ g1feerat s ek fa

e This simplicity continued even after he became Pope, choosing to live in the Vatican
hotel instead of the Apostolic Palace, wearing his old orthotic shoes instead of red
papal loafers, and using compact cars.

g T3 9T 7ot & o1 3T SIRY TET, Sogiel varEeifore 4o & sy dfewhet geer & @
AT, ST [ T 57916 391 U JiTeffear S ugat 3R SYer FRY 1 39T foha|
e He chose the name “Francis” after the 13th-century saint known for simplicity.

3egier 134t WEr F WA WA o ATH W 79T ATH YoAT, ST Aieait & T gidey 3

Advocacy for Migrants

yard! A & foe gade

e One of Francis’s top priorities as Pope was to advocate for migrants.
A1 & &9 3 AT I FE TATARAN H § Ueh Gardl AT 71 gL F71 47|

e In 2013, his first trip outside Rome was to Lampedusa, a Sicilian island, to meet newly
arrived migrants.

2013 F U & ST JeTeht Tgell =T AT & amedqur gdiv w o, 56l 3egie ¢ yaraat
T HATHIC T

e He condemned the “globalisation of indifference” shown towards refugees.
3ol eRUNTAT & e fg@rs a1 “Iereterar & dediszor” & foer

e In 2016, he prayed for dead migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border and brought 12 Syrian
Muslims to Rome from a refugee camp in Lesbos, Greece.

2016 H 3gial AANFI-ATFHR AT I AR 370 yarf@ar & forw wrder $r 3k fa &
g RO RIfex & 12 AR ffFest wr aa )

e He criticised then-candidate Donald Trump in 2016, saying anyone who builds a wall to
keep migrants out “is not a Christian”.

3ogiel 2016 H IS¢ UG & IFHIGAR BNelTes €T T MeraaT il 3R gl o varfat r
STER T & oI SR ST aTell g e “§uré gl &

Inclusive Approach to LGBTQ+ Community
TS I+ AT & Ui ATael gfeeahior

e Early in his papacy, he took a welcoming stance toward LGBTQ+ people, saying “Who
am | to judge?” when asked about a gay priest.

I SeTet & EINTAT HHAT H ogio] TASHAITFY+ AN & Ticl FAETAYUT GISCehIoT a1
3R T FHAH Iredl & TR H IS S W g, “H Fl g § faoky e arar?”
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e Ina 2023 interview, he said “Being homosexual is not a crime”, and later allowed
blessings for same-sex couples, provided they did not resemble marriage vows.

2023 # TS FIETTchR H 3oalel el [ “THATF g1 3r9er 1Y 87, 3R a1 7 gl e
st 3meliate &ot T gl &Y, sert ag fdars r eradt Sie o gt

Environmental Advocacy and Critique of Economic Systems

qATaRoiT gAY T 3w caaeamsit i srar=er

o He became the first pope to use scientific data in a major religious document.

3 d=1fA 3MFsY T 3TN L ATl Ige 9T 51

e In 2015, he issued his environmental manifesto "Praised Be", calling for a cultural
revolution to correct the “structurally perverse” global economic system that harms
the poor and pollutes the planet.

2015 & Jegial 37941 TATEONT SNONT “Y3s o1’ R foham, Torge et &1 enwor 3R
gt &Y “Ireah & S H Feole el “HlGATeHF 79 § RApa” dRaw anfis sqavar
FURE & foIT AiEh T Hifer T HTaRThar TS|

Opposition and Internal Church Criticism

RAAer 3ttt T & 31T AT

o During his initial years as Pope, Pope Benedict XVI—who had resigned—Ilived inside
the Vatican, giving Francis’s critics a visible alternative.

T Setol o QR3TCAT 81 &, AMETH & o 9T dAf3Fe XVI dfeehe # €1 6 I, foad
TRITE oh 3TTcildehl ol Teh ¥ISC Tashed el a13T|

e This situation intensified right-wing opposition to Francis’s reform agenda.
58 8T o WIfH & GUR T3 & [Wore gftroradY favier s sgrar fear|

e In 2016, some critics even called him a heretic after he permitted divorced and civilly
remarried Catholics to receive Communion.

2016 3 319 37giel denmaeier AR Narr AR faare Fa arer Fafawt w1 Frrgfaaa
STCcl e hT 3TAT &1, T & MTeATeIhi o o6 FaAdaIG! oo g STell|
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Venezuelan migrants
seek more protection
after court ruling

[GS Paper I: Mapping |
Reuters

WASHINGTON

Venezuelan migrants will
seek to bolster their pro-
tections against deporta-
tion under a wartime law
this week, after the Su-
preme Court temporarily
blocked the Trump admi-
nistration from deporting a
group of migrants with an
emergency ruling over the
weekend.

At a court hearing sche-
duled for Monday, two Ve-
nezuelan men in immigra-
tion custody in Denver,
Colorado are expected to
ask U.S. District Judge

Charlotte Sweeney to ex-
tend her order preventing
them and other Venezue-
lans within her jurisdiction
from being deported un-
der the 1798 Alien Enemies
Act.

It is the first of several si-
milar hearings at cour-
thouses across the country
scheduled for this week as
the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, which is repre-
senting Venezuelan mi-
grants, seeks to require
President Donald Trump’s
administration to provide
migrants with 30 days’ not-
ice of their looming depor-
tations.

Venezuelan
Migrants Seek
More Protection
After Court Ruling

Jererd! Aol &
91 IS0l F
yarl Jrfers gt
R ATFIRE

. Venezuelan migrants
will seek to strengthen their
protections against
deportation under a
wartime law this week.

AT & JATH $H eATg
EEFTelNeT Hlelel b 6l
forataer & f@raTw srasit geam
ol HSTGCT il ST hITRILr
HT|

. The move comes
after the Supreme Court
issued an emergency ruling
over the weekend,
temporarily blocking the
Trump administration from
deporting a group of
migrants.

g heH dd ISTAT AT ST
HeaTEid & gHE FE F T

JTaTchTeltel fAORY & ATETH & €7 TUTHA Y S JaTia! I A1 Fiat & 3eardy &

U e

e At a court hearing scheduled for Monday, two Venezuelan men in immigration
custody in Denver, Colorado, are expected to ask U.S. District Judge Charlotte
Sweeney to extend her deportation block order.

WA T I7aT, FIARTS H ITHATHT RIFT H I 9T & ASTATE TE & 3HeTerdd &
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e The request aims to prevent deportation under the 1798 Alien Enemies Act.
g TFIeT 1798 & Tfere TeiHisT Tae & dgd fiaidel ol JUehet oh TolT T oIT T ¢

e This is the first of several similar hearings scheduled at various courthouses across
the country during the week.

TE 8 ocllg S & faffiee srareral 3 gt aTell S T gerarsal 7 ¥ wgell 5

e The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), which is representing the Venezuelan
migrants, is seeking to require the Trump administration to give migrants 30 days’
notice before deportation.

IR Rfae faedter gfaaer (ACLU), S aaS[uer & yarf@at &1 gfafaftea s wEr e,
TTE & T ST wermaeT yarfaat o fAaTaa ¥ gga 30 T drafew |

China and Indonesia agree to boost
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cooperation in the South China Sea

[GS Paper I: Mapping

Associated Press
TAIPEI

Indonesia and China said
on Monday that they com-
mitted to maritime cooper-
ation promoting safety and
security in the South China
Sea, amid longstanding In-
donesian suspicions about
China’s actions in the wa-
ters controlled by Jakarta.

The sides agreed to
cooperate in infrastructure
building, minerals deve-
lopment and joint security,
the last being the most sig-
nificant because of Indone-
sia’s concerns over Chi-
nese development near
the Natuna island group in
the South China Sea, which
Beijing claims virtually in
its entirety.

While neither side men-
tioned the islands directly,
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi said the officials

Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Sugiono (left) and China’s Foreign
Minister Wang Yi at a press briefing in Beijing on Monday. AFP

agreed to further enhance
their security cooperation
in a comprehensive and
sustainable way. “We will
enhance law enforcement
and security cooperation
to jointly combat transna-
tional (inaudible) coopera-
tion,” Mr. Wang said follow-
ing the first joint meeting
of foreign and defence mi-

nisters from the two sides
in Beijing.

Peace and stability

“We agreed that safeguard-
ing peace and stability in
the South China Sea is in
line with the interests of all
parties, and we will set up
an example in maritime
cooperation,” Mr. Wang

said, adding that the coast
guards signed a memoran-
dum of understanding on
maritime security and

safety.
Indonesia borders the
strategic waterway

through which an estimat-
ed $5 trillion in world trade
passes annually, but it is
not formally one of the six
parties that share overlap-
ping sovereign maritime
claims with China. Such
disputes have raised fears
of a larger conflict that
could put China and the
U.S. on a collision course.

Despite that, China’s
southernmost territorial
claim lies within Indone-
sia’s 370-km exclusive eco-
nomic zone, and Indone-
sian  security  patrols
routinely drive off or seize
Chinese fishing boats,
fuelling tensions between
the countries.

IJuw Bffeae I amafe Tl @ 37 3R 37 Jarfad X fAaraet Qaet & 3maer 1 ol

China and
Indonesia Agree
to Boost
Cooperation in the
South China Sea

gfaror i PR &
i 3R g
TG 9Tt WX
HeAd

Indonesia and China
stated on Monday
that they are
committed to
maritime
cooperation to

promote safety and security in the South China Sea, despite
Indonesia's longstanding suspicions about China's actions in the

region.

HIHAaR F $RATAAT 31X et o FaT o F gTavor et AR F Faw ik Wi
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AlageT FI Tgrar & F T FAD T F v yfRagy ¥, @i AR
FY 87 # fer H Al w & T I wRE

o Both sides agreed to cooperate in infrastructure building, minerals development,
and joint security efforts.

alat aedt o gfarandy gt faator, @fersr e, R W et Jaral H gaT e )
HEHAT SIS |

o Joint security cooperation is particularly significant due to Indonesia’s concerns over
Chinese activities near the Natuna island group in the South China Sea, which Beijing
claims almost entirely.

TYFA FI&T TGN FAAY §G § Ageaqol § Fifh SSIATRAIAT hl At AT WHg & a1 el
1 aifafaferat s oe Riar &, T Aifier aersrer ot g srae Atan 81

e Although the Natuna Islands were not directly mentioned, Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi said both countries agreed to enhance security cooperation in a
comprehensive and sustainable manner.

glelifeh sTgaTT garal &1 WY Soold oAg! fonar 1T, Aiferet dielt fader 7= arer &t & a7 i
alet &I oY SIS 3T T qiF & FR&T HeANT d81a W FEAld SAcrs |

e Wang Yi stated that both sides will enhance law enforcement and security
cooperation to jointly combat transnational threats.

araT AT & gl oh el TaT HTefel FacteT 3 GI&IT WEANT hT HoTeT hial cllfeh HaRAEIT
Gl &1 HYF §G A AR har 511 G|

e This agreement followed the first joint meeting of foreign and defense ministers from
both countries held in Beijing.

mw@maﬁmﬁ%ﬁ?&raﬁtmﬁﬁﬁaﬁraﬁmﬁﬁmﬁgﬁm%aﬁgm
e Wang Yi emphasized that maintaining peace and stability in the South China Sea is in

the interest of all parties, and both nations aim to set an example in maritime
cooperation.

i A ¥ AR AT et T faror de AR # enifar 31X FRuvar aare v@=r asi gait & fRa
A, 3R AT &0 HA AN F 3STEI0T T el el ¢ |

e The coast guards of both countries signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
on maritime security and safety.

alett &2it T Tearsh qell o WA FI&T R F&T R FAANT AT (MoU) W g&er |
e Indonesia borders the strategic South China Sea, through which approximately $5
trillion in world trade passes annually.

SATAT T AT IoTAfae gf@ror dier APR § oferd &, ad &X arel orerster $5 feforasT
T REF SATIR Il ¢

o Despite not being among the six countries with overlapping territorial claims in the
region, Indonesia has concerns over China's activities.
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ot 39 <ot it arfafaferat o ”Kiar g

e China’s southernmost territorial claim falls within Indonesia’s 370-km Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ).

T o1 g iAol & graT SSfRT & 370 fFaetex fadw anfds & (EEZ) & #fiax 3mar
gl

Indonesian security patrols often chase away or seize Chinese fishing boats, escalating
tensions between the two nations.

FSARAATS FI&T IR AT el AT Tahset aTell AlRIHT P WESAT AT ot el o, TG alal
&2l & & el ST ¢ |

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Bengal Violence: SC Debates Limits of Power in Issuing
Directions on Plea

qfRaH serTer fEdT: TR X Ader & Y afda &1 HATH )
gl FIE H 9890
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T & |l & AMFAYOT FEATAOT HT A7 ATy Janaid w1

e aifee
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power in issuing directions on plea

[GS Paper 11: Polity

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday answered a plea to
direct the Union govern-
ment to invoke emergency
powers and “protect” the
State of West Bengal from
violence with a question
on whether such a mea-
sure would amount to a
judicial incursion into the
domains of the Executive
and Legislature.

The judge’s remark
from the Bench came in
response to a plea by advo-
cate Vishnu Shankar Jain to
hear his application to in-
voke Article 355 of the Con-
stitution, mentioning the
communal violence and
deaths in West Bengal dur-
ing protests against the
Waqf (Amendment) Act,

Q You want us to issue a writ of mandamus
to the Union government to deploy

&

paramilitary forces... Will it not be
interfering with the Legislative and
Executive domains? As it is, we
are being accused of interfering
with parliamentary and Executive
functions

JUSTICE B.R. GAVAI
Supreme Court judge

2025. Article 355 mandates
it the “duty of the Union to
protect every State against
external aggression and in-
ternal disturbance and to
ensure that the govern-
ment of every State is car-
ried on in accordance with
the provisions of this Con-
stitution”.

Mr. Jain pleaded for an
urgent hearing of his plea
on Tuesday. The court told
him to file the plea.

Justice B.R. Gavai, who
has been recommended to
be appointed as the next
Chief Justice of India,
obliquely referred to criti-
cism about the judiciary in-

truding on government
and parliamentary terrains
following an April 8 judg-
ment in the Tamil Nadu
Governor case.

The court, in its verdict,
had issued timelines to the
President and Governors
for clearing Bills.

Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar had later criti-
cised the judiciary for act-
ing like a
“super-Parliament”.

“You want us to issue a
writ of mandamus to the
Union government to de-
ploy paramilitary forces...
Will it not be interfering
with the Legislative and Ex-
ecutive domains? As it is,
we are being accused of in-
terfering with parliamen-
tary and Executive func-
tions,” Justice  Gavai
remarked to Mr. Jain.

Bengal
Violence: SC
Debates
Limits of
Power in
Issuing
Directions on
Plea

Sieee ko
fear: IR
T forder &at
&r erfdd &Y
AT W)
golter :1E A
989

The Supreme Court on Monday responded to a plea seeking direction
to the Union government to invoke emergency powers to “protect”
West Bengal from violence, by questioning whether such action
would encroach upon the authority of the Executive and Legislature.

R FIE F WATR FT F5 TER F ATATARIANT ATFAET FT ITAT F
aftes sarrer Y fFaT @ gRiAE w3 & der & i s @ a8 ware
3orT fF Fa1 U7 FigH g 3R e & 3R a9 & geaaiv

|

e The remark came in response to advocate Vishnu Shankar Jain’s plea to hear his
application invoking Article 355 of the Constitution, referring to communal violence
and deaths in West Bengal during protests against the Wagf (Amendment) Act, 2025.
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Ig feouqolt 3rftraerar fasoy efT Stet &t FrfereT W 31S, foegiat wideneT & reyede 355 T
gaTel & §U I (Feer) rftrfaear, 2025 & faiyr & eRiet ufRes Satrer g3 Aiverids
T 3il #tat & FAcgee 3rael wfRreT ox gevars v AT v oy

e Article 355 places a duty on the Union to protect every State against external

aggression and internal disturbance, and to ensure that State governments function
as per the Constitution.

e 355 chey TN T g Fieled AT § Toh T8 Tedeh TS T AT ATHAT 3R
AR T @ FIAT W@ 3R AT THR HAUTA & HJHR FTTeld &1, T§ GiaAtead
|

e Mr. Jain requested an urgent hearing on Tuesday, to which the court responded that he
must formally file the plea.

A SN 7 FHITAGR T AcehTel GeAdTs hl HiaT T, Tor TR e o gl foh 3og 3oanies &7 &
IR ERR AT gl

e Justice B.R. Gavai, who is recommended to become the next Chief Justice of India,
indirectly referenced criticism regarding the judiciary’s intervention into executive and
legislative matters.

A .. 778, Toeg 39Tl AR T FET FARATENRN AGeFT et 1 FABIRer & a8
g, o FITIUTToIeRT SaRT HIAITT 3R RrenfAsT & AT 7 gedaly AT A g1 BT JTrdeT
T HYCTET ¥ H Iool@ T

e This reference came after the court's April 8 verdict in the Tamil Nadu Governor case,
where timelines were issued for President and Governors to act on Bills.

Ig Teodull 3eTeld & 8 3T & ATy USIUT ATHA & harel & Hast # 3115, Torg
Irseufa 3R Tsgurdl & AUl X FRars e & forv gag-diar uiia $rag o

e Following the verdict, Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar had criticized the judiciary,
saying it was acting like a “super-Parliament”.
= ol & 916 IUTSEUTA ST TS o =TI olehT T ITlId=T T 31R FeT i g
"YU JHE" T g cTTER X B¢

e Justice Gavai remarked to Mr. Jain that issuing a writ of mandamus to deploy

paramilitary forces would be seen as interference in Legislative and Executive
domains.

AL a1aS o A SieT A gt o sredifarss et dr derelt & fow Asaw Re sl e
faremit 3 FRIERY 813 7 gEasiT & w7 7 g@r Jreen|

¢ He noted that the judiciary is already being accused of interfering with the functions of
Parliament and the Executive.

3egiol gl Toh ~ITIITTeIRT IR Ul I &1 G 3R wriufasr & Fat F gdalq i
IRT AT IR &l
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Mandamus

Hemg

e The Writ of Mandamus is one of the five writs issued by the Supreme Court and
High Courts of India under Article 32 and Article 226 of the Indian Constitution,
respectively.

Azaw Re ard & gt FE 3R 18 FE canr AR JRue & g 32 3k 226 &
AT IR AT S arell 1w Re¥ &7 T v g

e The term ‘Mandamus’ is a Latin word which means “We Command”.
HeAw e et orsg &, T 37 § g e & ¥

e Itisacommand issued by a court to a public authority, tribunal, corporation, or
inferior court, compelling them to perform a duty which they are legally bound to
do but have either refused or failed to perform.

IE U QA § oA R sarre gan et aderfas siftreor, sifteter, e, ot faeeh
JeTad 1 S fRaT J1ar §, oEd 3¢ T Fdey fAwe & Qv arey Ry Sar g 5w o
FA T F A F AT qeT §, W 36 3H TR f7r & ar @ ad frar
e Itis a constitutional remedy available for the enforcement of fundamental rights
and legal duties.
- 75 Al HAFRY 3R FRE Fdeal A aR] F F AU 3y vh wdufaw U gl
Key Features of the Writ of Mandamus
Asaw Re i v Rdvan
e Itisacommand or order issued by a competent court to a public official or
public body to perform a statutory or constitutional duty.

g U HQA § S H&TH AT canT [l adarfas sfted ar adafas e

39 dutfas a1 wdufae Faeg & QU e F fov fGar S B
Issuing Authority

ST &t aTeT YITSrHIor
e Can be issued by both the Supreme Court (Article 32) and High Courts (Article
226).

30 gHler A (Iqede 32) AR FT§ FIE (Ieda 226) aledl GaRT IR fHaAT ST Hehr B
¢ High Courts have wider jurisdiction and can issue it not only for Fundamental
Rights but also for any other legal rights.

1S F1E FH HRAFINGT 3WF swgw @ § 3R Tg 7 Faa AifeF IVFRT & v sfew
el 3= FepEh sfteR & faw off Re ol &¢ dadt &
It is issued against public authorities, including:
7% Re frafaf@a arafas it & ey s i o a8
e Government officials
TWEN FfFRY

e Public corporations

Hasifas R
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e Tribunals
grfarFor/feR FarfaeIor
e Inferior courts
el srgrerd
e Statutory bodies
dufas @Aer
When Mandamus Can Be Issued
Neaw Fa T FAT ST HFATE
¢ When a public authority fails to perform a public or statutory duty.
S IS WASATeR IIARIT 39T ASATAS AT denfas ey Asna & Rwe |ar 21
e When a duty is imposed by the Constitution, statute, rules, or regulations.
S Fcred wfawe, e, s, o fAfawst & aga ey R o g
e If there is no alternate remedy available to the petitioner.
59 FIRSRAT & 9 FE dhfeus 3T 3Yerstr g1 gl
e To enforce public duties and protect legal rights.
- FréTfAE Fdeal B AW A IR FE FRER A @S Pl
Conditions Under Which Mandamus Cannot Be Issued
aY aRFeufaat e Azaa IR 71 fhar 5 @ar
e Against a private individual or body
freY sl cafea a1 e § R[aw

¢ Mandamus is not available against private entities who do not owe a public or
statutory duty.

Hoaw 37 fasht sl w Ay 78t g S adafas ar dnfas Faea & AT aew a@di &)
To enforce departmental instructions
famafir fadert &) oy w¢et & fow

¢ Cannot be used to compel actions under administrative instructions that do not
have statutory backing.

30 0O warafas fdel 1 o) e & fAU 3uer FE fRar ST e fSee arw dunfa
AT €Y gl

e When the duty is discretionary, not mandatory
S99 Hdeq e @ar §, sifard gt
e If the duty involves discretion, mandamus cannot be issued.
Ifg e # A% &1 aca @1, O HsAF AR 7 H AT Rl
To enforce contractual obligations
&% & dgd T v 1R 1 aepFa  fav

e Mandamus is not applicable in purely contractual matters unless the contract has
statutory or public elements.

YCY T W IHaY IR ARTA! & HsAF o] AT eIl o9 s & 37 ey A denfors
T AT ded o &
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Against the President of India or Governors of States
HR & Tsgafer a1 Teaarat & faveyr

e As per Article 361 of the Constitution, the President and Governors enjoy
immunity from court proceedings during their term in office.

dfaere & Hgede 361 & AR, Usgufar R Tsgural Ft 39F FRAF F R ~fw

FEarfeal ¥ g ured &
e Against judges acting in judicial capacity

RAF &Har & 7 X @ gt F @are

o Chief Justices or judges of High Courts or lower courts cannot be subjected to
mandamus for actions taken in judicial capacity.

e FIE A1 Twelt srarerat & AEw Frarther a1 ATt WA e FwEt S o
HsHE o9 AT g1 Fehall|

‘Civil services should get credit for
smooth transfer of power in India’

|GS Paper II: Governance

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Cabinet Secretary T.V. So-
manathan said on Monday
that unlike other countries
in the neighbourhood that
have seen military coup
and violent overthrow of
governments, India has al-
ways seen a smooth transf-
er of power for which the
credit should go to the All
India Services (AIS) and
the civil services officials.
He said it was the duty
of the civil services to pre-
serve the constitutional or-
der such as democracy,
rule of law, national unity
and the federal structure.
The Indian Administra-
tive Service (IAS) officer
said that in a democracy, it
is the elected government
which has the mandate,
and it is the duty of the civil
servant to assist the go-
vernment in carrying out
its policies. He said the of-
ficers should be politically
neutral “because we don’t
serve only those who be-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

TV. Somanathan

long to some particular
party or a community.”

Need for competence
Speaking on the occasion
of Civil Services Day, Mr.
Somanathan added that
lateral entry will be a ne-
cessity in future and there
was a need for greater
competence and subject
matter expertise among ci-
vil servants as the era of
the good generalist was
over.

“I think without the All
India Services and the cen-

tral services, free and fair
elections would not be pos-
sible. Governments have
been defeated both at the
Centre and in the States in
elections conducted by ci-
vil servants. We have
smooth transfer of power
whenever a government
changes. We don’t have
tanks on the streets when
there’s a change of govern-
ment. We also have imposi-
tion of President’s Rule,
which passes off with no
problem at all... That is be-
cause of the civil services.
So, this is an unqualified
success,” the country’s top
bureaucrat said during an
interactive session on Civil
Services Reforms - Chal-
lenges and Opportunities.
He said that ever since
transparency was intro-
duced in the Annual Per-
formance Assessment Re-
port system for the AIS
officers, it had become use-
less. “And particularly in
IAS, this is a disease. Every-
body is between 9 and 10
(rating)... There are crooks
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in our service. There are
bad people in the service.
How can everybody be 9 to
10,” Mr. Somanathan asked
while responding to an Ut-
tar Pradesh cadre IAS offic-
er who suggested transpa-
rency in empanelment
process of officers at joint
secretary rank and above.

When Bidur Kant Jha,
an officer appointed in the
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways through the
lateral entry mode, asked
about the low salary struc-
ture, the Cabinet Secretary
remarked, “Pay is not part
of today’s discussion....
you give it to the Pay Com-
mission when it comes,
but we are not talking
about pay and benefits. So,
if we are underpaid, we
have alternative careers.
We can pursue them.”

Earlier, while inaugurat-
ing the conference, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said that India’s bureaucra-
cy and policymaking can-
not operate on outdated
frameworks.
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Civil Services Should Get Credit for Smooth Transfer of
Power in India

I 7 |1 & AT gFaiavor &1 47 RAfde dansit  Heen
TqIeT

. Cabinet Secretary T.V. Somanathan said on Monday that unlike other
neighbouring countries that have experienced military coups and
violent government overthrows, India has always had a smooth
transfer of power, and the credit should go to the All India Services
(AIS) and civil service officials.

hiseic afaa &r.aY. ATHAATYT o AHAR i Hel foh AR & ISIAT G2t
RE S8l VI d&aTele 3R faeh alich & TXRI Sl g1 3T, AR
F GHAT T T MFAYOT §EATROT G317 &, Forewehr 497 31f@er sy
Jar3t (AIS) 3R Rafaer dar At 1 fHerer anfgvl

o He stated that it is the duty of the civil services to protect the constitutional order,
including democracy, rule of law, national unity, and the federal structure.

3egiot et foh Fafdrer Qansit &1 wdea ¢ fn 3 waenfas sqaeyr 14 & AFas, FeT &1
AT, TS TahedT, 3R WET ST <l I6TT Y |

e The IAS officer emphasized that in a democracy, it is the elected government that
holds the mandate, and it is the responsibility of civil servants to support the
government in implementing its policies.

SH ITETTH HAFRY o SR S FigT o Ueh cid 3 oAl §§ TR & T STeA1GeT 8l &,
3R Fafae dast & FAgRT § [ 3 TR i Aifaat & srafeags 7 ggarer w1

e He added that officers should remain politically neutral, as they are not meant to serve
any particular party or community.

3ogicl Ig AT gl Toh JTARIRIT FT T ifas T A [ASYeT IgAT AT, Fifeh I ThdT 9w
qrét AT WHETT & foIT 78T afesr @il & forw & ¢ B

Need for Competence and Reform
&THAT 3T FUR AT ITaRIFHdT

e Speaking on Civil Services Day, Mr. Somanathan said that lateral entry will become
necessary in the future, and there is a growing need for subject matter expertise
among civil servants, as the era of the generalist is over.

e dar Raw & 39w W A AFAU o g b s1fasy 7 sexd v 3maegs gref 3R
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e Qaent & farwr farerwsrar i ot 3maeashar ¢ i qrAT rfarwRat 1 g

AT 8 ol & |
He stressed that without the All India Services and Central Services, free and fair
elections would not be possible.

3ol SR ¢ ahgl Toh ITTWer R Jansit 3 FEr A3t & o= Faaw ik Asgay
ATT 7 T g1 Hehol |

He noted that governments have been defeated both at the Centre and in the States
in elections conducted by civil servants, and power is transferred peacefully.

35l I8 3eoid foana fo &g 3R et 7 avan Rafder dae! qarr sue e et J
QTS § & 3R & b riferqut gaiaor §31 &1

He highlighted that President’s Rule is also imposed without major issues, due to the
efficiency of the civil services.

3egiet g T o fa egafer eamest o e fonelt 98t worean & oy fhar sar 8, 3R
saaT A fafaer Fansit i Frigrerar H ST ¢

He described this as an unqualified success during a session on Civil Services
Reforms - Challenges and Opportunities.

3giel 38 U FAaT ot Weherall S, 5ie d RAfaer dar gur - gatfean ik sras favg w
LERCIC KGR

Concerns Over Appraisal and Transparency

gt HedTha I IRefiar o fRrar

He expressed dissatisfaction with the Annual Performance Assessment Report
(APAR) system for AIS officers, calling it ineffective since the introduction of
transparency.

3egiel AlS AfAFIRAT & forv aif¥is veeier Feaiaa RUlE (APAR) WU &l olehY 318
cgerd faraT 3R et o IREfRTar o 81 & a1g I8 3w g 97S B

He criticised the current system saying “Everybody is rated between 9 and 10... but
there are crooks and bad officers too.”

3oglel IctaTeT JOTTelT BT HTATTIeAT YT §U e, ‘8 HI 9 3R 10 & dfrar Ye frar s &,
STafeh gARY Qa1 A F& o7ve 3R @ w1

This remark came in response to a suggestion by a Uttar Pradesh cadre IAS officer
regarding transparency in empanelment at Joint Secretary level.

I ool 3av warer 3T & vah ardvew s & 39 goia & S 7 IS foree ege
TgFd AT T 9X erer withar & argfRyar i ara ¢ o

Debate Over Salary and Career Options

ade 3R FRIT ATt Wagw
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e When Bidur Kant Jha, a lateral entry officer from the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways, raised concerns over low salaries, Mr. Somanathan responded that
pay is not part of today’s discussion.

ST fagR e &1, St W aRaser 3R TsrArt Farey 7 deve v 3w §, A w9
X RITT TS, ar A QAT & gl o aaT 3rar & et #1 v 7181 &

e He added, “If we are underpaid, we have alternative careers. We can pursue them.”
376Iol heT, ‘3R & FH dde (Al g, Al AR I RBFeq & ®0 7 37 FRIT AL &
&H 3o¢ ATAT TR 81"

PM’s Opening Remarks
TETTHAT Y 3gares fecqoft

o Earlier in the conference, Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated that India’s
bureaucracy and policymaking cannot function on outdated frameworks.

T T YOI 7 THTAHAT A AN ¥ gl o HRa $ aAterwamgy i Afe Fator 3
I ST T H el T Feel |
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Landmark agreement

The accord on pathogen access and
benefit sharing is path-breaking

! fter nearly three-and-a-half years and 13

rounds of meetings, member-states of the

World Health Organization (WHO) have
agreed on measures to prevent, prepare for and
respond to pandemics. On April 16, the Intergo-
vernmental Negotiating Body finalised a proposal
for the WHO Pandemic Agreement. The draft, de-
scribed as a “generational accord to make the
world safer”, is now ready to be adopted next
month by the World Health Assembly. Though
more limited in scope than the ambitious one
first proposed by WHO, it is still a remarkable
achievement considering the varied priorities
and compulsions for the Global North and the de-
veloping countries, especially with the U.S. not a
part of WHO since January. While the developed
countries baulked on firm commitments to shar-
ing diagnostics, treatments, vaccines and tech-
nology transfers, developing countries hesitated
to commit to sharing pathogen samples and ge-
nome sequences without assured access to tests,
treatments and vaccines developed using the
shared material. The disagreements are reminis-
cent of how Indonesia turned the spotlight on the
inequitable H5N1 sample sharing mechanism in
the mid-2000s in the absence of equitable and af-
fordable access to vaccines developed using its
samples.

The first article that all countries agreed upon
was the commitment to protect health-care
workers better. The most remarkable achieve-
ment was in getting every country to agree on the
pathogen access and benefit sharing system. De-
veloping countries that share pathogen samples
and genome sequence data are guaranteed to get
access to any diagnostics, vaccines or treatments
that are developed using the samples/data. Nego-
tiations on how countries will share samples and
vaccines/drugs are set to continue. Pharmaceuti-
cal companies have committed to donate 10% of
their production to WHO and offer up to another
10% at affordable prices. The COVID-19 pandemic
brought the inequitable vaccine distribution to
the fore. Many developed countries stockpiled
vaccines while many developing countries, espe-
cially those in Africa, were left waiting for vac-
cines. The case of vaccine manufacturers sharing
the technology with developing countries during
a pandemic has also been sorted out. The main
debate centered around the conditions under
which this transfer will happen. Countries have
agreed that technology transfer will be on “mu-
tually agreed terms”, and not “voluntary” as
pharma companies wanted it to be. According to
the journal, Nature, besides “promoting equita-
ble access to health products, the treaty under-
lines that countries should ‘promote and other-
wise facilitate or incentivise’ the exchange of
technology and know-how” that will enable deve-
loping countries to make their own vaccines.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Landmark Agreement: On the Draft WHO
Pandemic Agreement

UfaETiie FHST: Seequast AEART
JAEila & AGle W

The accord on pathogen access and benefit
sharing is path-breaking

AeTTeTeh s Tg 3 18T AIHAT Hlad T FHSANT
R §

. After nearly three-and-a-half years and 13 rounds of
meetings, member-states of the World Health Organization
(WHO) have agreed on measures to prevent, prepare for and
respond to pandemics.

SAITHIT AT clteT /el 3R 13 gR Y d5aT F a1¢, faeg Tareey
ST (WHO) & HETT 2T o7 AGTHATRAT &Y Uehet, AR e 3R
gfafshar &ot & 39T IR AgATd oo d T g

. On April 16, the Intergovernmental Negotiating Body
finalised a proposal for the WHO Pandemic Agreement.

16 313l &1, 3TA-THR aTdT AT o Seequasit AFTARY FASIT
& fore veh geara &1 3ifas v feam)

. The draft, described as a “generational accord to make
the world safer”, is now ready to be adopted next month by
the World Health Assembly.

58 &S A1 "gfaar F AT g & o fifeat w1 wastar
gl IAT § AR T 3 3797l ALl fIeT TaeeT AGRIAT CaRT
YT ST & T JIR B

. Though more limited in scope than the ambitious one
first proposed by WHO, it is still aremarkable achievement
considering the varied priorities and compulsions for the
Global North and the developing countries.

gTclTeh g AFIGT WHO SaRT Ugel UEATdd Agearhial aagita
ettt 7 WA ar arern 8, 5T ot 75 fasflra 3 faemaefter duit
$ o=t FrafAsmansit HR AR FT 4T §U T Sea@T
39U gl
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o Especially with the U.S. not a part of WHO since January.

STeral A FARBT WHO H1 e €1 814 o STslg I8 FASAIT 37 &

e While the developed countries baulked on firm commitments to sharing
diagnostics, treatments, vaccines and technology transfers, developing countries
hesitated to commit to sharing pathogen samples and genome sequences.

STet Rl &er S, 3T, derefieT 3R deheitehl EETARUT 7 31 SfAdadT Sidlel & 9
g<, et Taererefier der Arsteteh woe 3R A1 T TTHT i H FsTah|

e Without assured access to tests, treatments and vaccines developed using the
shared material.

ST ek HIST WIHA A TR 1w, 3TaR 3R dodiet e YhaReaa wg= 761 &, a7 aoh
3oTeh T =it W@

e The disagreements are reminiscent of how Indonesia turned the spotlight on the
inequitable HS5N1 sample sharing mechanism in the mid-2000s.

Y ae 39 HT 1 I fgaTd & 519 2000 & E2AF & AET H SS1A AT 7 3r7HTT H5N1

STHEAT HTSAT STTEYT ! ISR fohar 27|
¢ Inthe absence of equitable and affordable access to vaccines developed using its
samples.

STgT 38 A W sl derefial ook wame 3wl ugw a1 2|
e The first article that all countries agreed upon was the commitment to protect
health-care workers better.

qaft 2301 o Forg Ugel 3eeee IR WEAT SIS a8 AT Faed HIAZGT Y Sk &t &1
EIGECCS I

e The most remarkable achievement was in getting every country to agree on the
pathogen access and benefit sharing system.

mmvﬁwmﬁu@mﬁ&%ﬁwmaﬁqgaaﬁtmmmﬁmw

HeHAd gletT|

o Developing countries that share pathogen samples and genome sequence data
are guaranteed to get access to any diagnostics, vaccines or treatments that are
developed using the samples/data.

faprarafier &2 1, S WoreTeTeh Ao 3R AANH IgFa ST AT A E, TWARA G TS §
foh 3% 38 saaes & fasfaa i, meﬁmﬁmﬁl

e Negotiations on how countries will share samples and vaccines/drugs are set to
continue.

&Rl & T I aradia S @it 3 3§ aee 3 dadier/gane fhe aig areT HE

e Pharmaceutical companies have committed to donate 10% of their production to
WHO and offer up to another 10% at affordable prices.

gar Hufadt o Ig wfaagear & & f6 3 3r9el 10% 3eurgst WHO &1 g1t {31 31X 10% a&

HTAREFT 3cuTesT FEA G T 3T HIeafT|
e The COVID-19 pandemic brought the inequitable vaccine distribution to the fore.
FIfas-19 AGHARY o AT deFdler fAavor $r TFEAT 1 3APR R
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e Many developed countries stockpiled vaccines while many developing countries,
especially those in Africa, were left waiting for vaccines.

Fs RAFRAT 3ot & dFHA 1 SR X fora, STafF s farrefier Zer, TrHHT 3T ,
dFHT T SAIR ) T§ a7

e The case of vaccine manufacturers sharing the technology with developing
countries during a pandemic has also been sorted out.

FETANT & SNreT dorelieT RT3t garT aaelid |TST e 7 AeT 3 Gerg foram arar B

e The main debate centered around the conditions under which this transfer will
happen.

HET 969 58 ST W Higd W 7o Tg adheliah gEaiaor et At o g1am|

e Countries have agreed that technology transfer will be on “mutually agreed
terms”, and not “voluntary” as pharma companies wanted it to be.

ot & FgAfa &Y & fh il gEdTaRor " R AT AT O 1M, T foh haer
"FafREF, ST T gar Fufadr argar o

o According to the journal, Nature, besides “promoting equitable access to health
products,” the treaty underlines that countries should “promote and otherwise
facilitate or incentivise” the exchange of technology and know-how.

STeTel AT & 38R, u‘s'w@mam"m@urmwmqga" I JoTdT ST &,
gice Tg ¢ TIST AT § Toh 2T " daheiien 3 FAATFTAT & MET=-Yera" F Nearfed 3%
glereeres e |

e That will enable developing countries to make their own vaccines.

sau fasraelier 2t 1 3196l Ta Y AT TAT 3 WaTH FITAT ST Fhal |

World Health Organization (WHO)
fay @y e q (WHO)

e The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of the United
Nations responsible for international public health.

fay TaTRa WTeT (WHO) TG Y &1 T i Tolddt @ S sfaemsia
HTdei-e w@ared & forg SieR g

o Established on 7 April 1948, WHO's headquarters are located in Geneva,
Switzerland.
7 310 1948 & R, WHO &1 e formar, Raeerds o fud g

e« WHO operates through 6 regional offices and 150 field offices worldwide.

WHO fagwR & 6 &=fta srafaal 3ik 150 Wics drafadl & A1eH 9 S AT 8|
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Mission and Objectives

e sk Sz

e« WHO aims to achieve the highest possible level of health for all people, defining
health as a state of complete physical, mental, and social well-being, not
merely the absence of disease.

WHO T 320 I+ <M & o I=aas HYd TR &R U &3 8, Foras ey
DI DHad I ! SUUFT 78T, Sfeens qol IRIR®, AR Sk |rHToIe Heumr
¥ fRUfa & =0 7 uRunia fear mn g1

o Key functions include:
a1 w1} # e €
o Controlling epidemic and endemic diseases
HEMRT 3R R A7 1 AT B
o Providing and improving public health education and training
ATdeTer ey el SR TfRI&0 e Sl 3R ITH JYR B
o Establishing international standards for biological products
Wifde el & T SiaRISIa H-e VAT BT
Organizational Structure
ISATHSD JIAT

e The World Health Assembly (WHA) is WHO's decision-making body, comprising
194 member states.

Ty TR FHT (WHA) WHO T F0ig o arefl TT B, o 194 e 4= i
&l

e The Executive Board consists of 34 health specialists, each serving a three-year
term.

PRIGRI 98 7 34 WA fIAF 81d ©, S TS I A1a BT HrIBTA GRT Hd
gl

e The current Director-General is Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus from
Ethiopia, serving since 2017.
A HETNGRI® ST. TSI U= BT &, 1 2017 A JAT A B

Budget and Funding

guic 3R fo< Tiyor
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WHQO's budget is primarily funded by member state contributions and private
donors.

WHO &7 §ole T U I We 33N & aTe 3R ol gransit @ omar g

Approved budgets:
e deie:

o 2020-2021: Over $7.2 billion
2020-2021: $7.2 faferaa ¥ a1fdw

o 2022-2023: $6.73 billion
2022-2023: $6.73 fafer

o 2024-2025: $6.83 billion
2024-2025: $6.83 fafera

Major Achievements

TG Suafeudr

Eradication of smallpox
ddd DT I
Near-eradication of polio
ISRl BT THTHIT I

Development of an Ebola vaccine

SIS da T ATy

Current Priorities

JAHT AT ang

Combating communicable diseases: HIV/AIDS, Ebola, malaria, tuberculosis
HARY I A TS TISASAN/TSH, Failer], HeifaT, dufded

Addressing non-communicable diseases: heart disease, cancer
TR-TARY I &) GG BT g6 A, HIR

Promoting healthy diets, nutrition, and food security

TR TR, UIYT, 3R WTel YR&T B! Fgral o

Ensuring occupational health and combating substance abuse
ARG TRA AT BT 3R A=ftel} garsit & gouanT 9 as-1
Advocating for universal health care coverage

IS TR REUTT Havsl P ahTad BT
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Recent Developments

g1 P geATd

e In 2025, WHO member countries agreed on a draft pandemic treaty to improve
global responses to health crises, ensuring equitable
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Elusive truce
Russia must give up its maximalist
position and end the war

he Trump administration’s frustration ov-
T er the lack of progress in diplomatic ef-
forts to end the Ukraine war was evident
in Secretary of State Marco Rubio’s remarks in Pa-
ris last week. After talks with America’s European
allies, he warned that the U.S. would “move
away” if there was no progress “within days”.
U.S. President Donald Trump appeared to en-
dorse the comments. Despite Mr. Trump’s cam-
paign promise to end the war “within 24 hours”,
months into his presidency, he remains far from
building a consensus on even a temporary cease-
fire. If he expected the Russians to jump on a pro-
posal for a ceasefire in return for some Ukrainian
concessions, he has miscalculated. The U.S. has
already ruled out NATO membership for Ukraine
and declared it would not be part of any post-war
security guarantees for Kyiv prior to direct nego-
tiations with Russia. It also arm-twisted Ukraine
into proposing a 30-day ceasefire. However,
while Mr. Trump appears focused on an imme-
diate cessation of hostilities, the Kremlin has in-
sisted that any ceasefire deal must be part of a
comprehensive peace agreement that addresses
its core security concerns. The U.S. is reportedly
circulating a new proposal to end the fighting —
shared with European and Ukrainian officials, it
has the U.S. prepared to recognise Crimea, which
Russia annexed in 2014 following a contentious
referendum, as Russian territory. The plan also
takes NATO membership “off the table” for Uk-
raine and seeks to freeze the conflict along the
front line, effectively leaving the territories Rus-
sia captured since the war began in 2022 in its
hands. After responses from Ukraine and Eu-
rope, the U.S. plans to approach Moscow. But
Russia has stuck to its maximalist positions,
which include rejecting security guarantees for
Ukraine and insisting on its demilitarisation.
Wars rarely end through maximalist positions.
While Russia has made territorial gains, it has al-
s0 paid a price. Ukraine, despite its apparent
weakness on the battlefield, signals that it is rea-
dy to continue the fight, with western support.
Europe has also made it clear that it will continue
backing Ukraine — with or without American in-
volvement. For any lasting peace in Ukraine, it is
important to address Russia’s legitimate security
concerns. However, the Russian demands that
Ukraine limit its defence partnership with its al-
lies or accept restrictions on its military capabili-
ties are untenable for any sovereign nation. So,
Mr. Trump should continue to strive for common
ground between all the parties — the U.S., Uk-
raine, Europe and Russia — for a durable peace,
instead of appeasing just one power.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Elusive Truce: On the U.S. and the
Russia-Ukraine War

sifarffa geufawe: smfe sk wa-g@
EEARE

Russia must give up its maximalist position
and end the war

T &1 379+ ArfFarare! Fufa sisst Iqur
FHATCT FIAT AIfeT

e The Trump administration’s frustration over the lack of
progress in diplomatic efforts to end the Ukraine war was
evident in Secretary of State Marco Rubio’s remarks in
Paris last week.

el JEH I HHATC el chl Hcel[cleh HITRIRIT 3 FaTfey Y Fat
T ST €T TATH I fAme oo Todrg IR 7 fager w0
AT WY 1 feoaforat 7 Fuse e

o After talks with America’s European allies, he warned

that the U.S. would “move away” if there was no progress
“within days”.

3R F U FEAfrat & T SIadd & 91g 3egie
et &Y foh 3R o et & sfier ig warfar =1l g2, A
AR "diS g AT |

e U.S. President Donald Trump appeared to endorse the
comments.

HANFY Tseufa SATes €0 o 5 feouforat &1 gada fonam|

e Despite Mr. Trump’s campaign promise to end the war
“within 24 hours”, months into his presidency, he remains
far from building a consensus on even a temporary
ceasefire.

glefifen AT €0 & 379e) Yelrar I1TAAT # " 24 wel F iy Igur
HATCT FIA" T dTGT ThT AT, oifeheT TSI Tt o FHE AT
aTe; 8t o 3reurl eufaus W geAfa e« A gy &

o If he expected the Russians to jump on a proposal for

a ceasefire in return for some Ukrainian concessions, he
has miscalculated.
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3R 3o 3G A T Fo et Raraal & sao T8 JeUfamsT & T&d1d i id EaR

M, AN g 0T Irere AT &5

e The U.S. has already ruled out NATO membership for Ukraine and declared it
would not be part of any post-war security guarantees for Kyiv prior to direct
negotiations with Russia.

FART 5ol &7 et T AT FEFIAT 1 WIS F g § IR Tg M AT A gawr g
TH & HIY Teq8T a1 & gl a8 1T & fore Ry oft geeier gRamm R w1 e 78t
A9

e It also arm-twisted Ukraine into proposing a 30-day ceasefire.

AR 7 Pohvet T GaTE ST 39 30 At F JuTavmT &1 g&dra &ot 1 Herey fomam|

e However, while Mr. Trump appears focused on an immediate cessation of
hostilities, the Kremlin has insisted that any ceasefire deal must be part of a
comprehensive peace agreement.

STgT At €0 deenrel Tuy R X S §, 38T Fafee o S far § 7 a8 oft geufawe
AT v saTae enfa gASId F1 iR gl aiig el

e That addresses its core security concerns.
SiY o T oY YT FRaT Rt &1 deifea wY

e The U.S. is reportedly circulating a new proposal to end the fighting — shared
with European and Ukrainian officials.

3RS 7 reportedly T 7T TEATT Jeo HATCH et & foll IR R 8, o g 3ilx
Ienett ITAFTRET & HTY |1 foham arm & |

e It hasthe U.S. prepared to recognise Crimea, which Russia annexed in 2014, as
Russian territory.

SH TEATT A IANHT 2014 F FH G@RT FealTC 7T FIAAT H1 T 817 & & H FFR F&
AR E

e The plan also takes NATO membership “off the table” for Ukraine and seeks to
freeze the conflict along the front line.

SH TISTAT H Gohel ol ATE! HEETAT Y HATCH L 16T 3T § 3N heaTseT I HOY Y ST
gs Rufa & s Frara g

o Effectively leaving the territories Russia captured since the war began in 2022 in
its hands.

SEH 2022 V YU Y& A & a6 TH GART Feot H fAT 7T 437 3¢l & fozr=ror & g et
o After responses from Ukraine and Europe, the U.S. plans to approach Moscow.
bt AR AT T FTAThITHT & drer, JARHT T AreteTr & o ag ATEH! F Y |

e But Russia has stuck to its maximalist positions, which include rejecting security
guarantees for Ukraine and insisting on its demilitarisation.

oifehel T 37T JrfAFTAATEY AW I 37T G317 &, S0 Tghet & Fore Jaamm ey A1 @ikt
FAT 3R 3T IFJFAHIOT TR SR AT AT B
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e Wars rarely end through maximalist positions.
HFRAFAAAIE TG I Je AT & F FATCT A B

e While Russia has made territorial gains, it has also paid a price.
gTelifeh T 3 F& 81T UX Feall 12T 8, oAfshe] 3T HHT e ot TH78 T

o Ukraine, despite its apparent weakness on the battlefield, signals that it is ready to
continue the fight, with western support.

ehel, JEHH[H T U1 FHSRY F qTaS[g, Hehel & 6T ¢ foh a5 IRaedt garder & @y gaur
IR T F AR B

o Europe has also made it clear that it will continue backing Ukraine — with or
without American involvement.

T 7 Tyse Y T § o6 a5 srARa iy amefiard &Y ar o1 &Y, et &1 ot FXar
|

e For any lasting peace in Ukraine, it is important to address Russia’s legitimate
security concerns.

Tevet 7 TR enifer & Tow & Y der gt Rianait & gastan snaeq+ g
e However, the Russian demands that Ukraine limit its defence partnership with its
allies or accept restrictions on its military capabilities are untenable.

gTeTiToh, T Y AT o CoheT 37T T&T Faell Y WA X A7 37060 d=7 avoansit ) vfaeer
TR R, frd TadT Tse & AT i g

e S0, Mr. Trump should continue to strive for common ground between all the
parties — the U.S., Ukraine, Europe and Russia — for a durable peace.

safae, 4t 0 1 A o & wumit anfa & o sRe, Igher, g 3il & & i ams
HTYR Tielel &7 AT d G|

¢ Instead of appeasing just one power.

o1 foh Shelel T ATFA FY HISE A T HITAA A |
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A reminder to the President and Governors

|GS Paper Il: Polity ]

he Supreme Court’s
judgment in State of
Tamil Nadu v. Governor
of Tamil Nadu (2025)
lays down the correct
constitutional position and is
unassailable. However, some
people have questioned the
judgment. My answer to them is
that the Constitution has created a
parliamentary democracy.

A parliamentary system
As Dr. B.R. Ambedkar pointed out
on November 4, 1948, “The Draft
Constitution in recommending the
Parliamentary system of Executive
has preferred more responsibility
to more stability.” He amplified
this position stating, “The
American form of Government is
called the Presidential system of
Government. What the Draft
Constitution proposes is the
Parliamentary system... Under the
Presidential system of America,
the President is the Chief head of
the Executive. The administration
is vested in him. Under the Draft
Constitution the President
occupies the same position as the
King under the English
Constitution. He is the head of the
State but not of the Executive. He
represents the Nation but does not
rule the Nation. He is the symbol
of the nation. His place in the
administration is that of a
ceremonial device on a seal by
which the nation’s decisions are
made known... The President of
the Indian Union will be generally
bound by the advice of his
Ministers. He can do nothing
contrary to their advice nor can he
do anything without their advice.”

This position stands affirmed in
Article 52 of the Constitution
which states that “there shall be a
President of India” and in Article
153 which states that “there shall
be a Governor for each State”.
Article 74 provides for “a Council
of Ministers with the Prime
Minister at the head to aid and
advise the President” and Article
163 provides for “a Council of
Ministers with the Chief Minister
at the head to aid and advise the
Governor”.

In 1949, the draft Constitution
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The Supreme
Court’s

judgment

in State of Tamil
Nadu v.
Governor of
Tamil Nadu lays
down the
correct
constitutional
position and is
unassailable

had proposed to include Schedule
IV, which was intended to serve as
an Instrument of Instruction.
However, this was deleted at the
instance of the Drafting
Committee. The deletion was
protested by the members but
justified by T. T. Krishnamachari
who said, “It has now been felt
that the matter should be left
entirely to convention rather than
be put into the body of the
Constitution as Schedules, in the
shape of Instrument of
Instructions, and there is a fairly
large volume of opinion which
favours that idea.” Dr. Ambedkar
said, “So far as our Constitution is
concerned, there is no functionary
created by it who can see that
these instruments of Instruction
are carried out faithfully by the
Governor. Secondly, the discretion
which we are going to leave with
the Governor under this
Constitution is very meagre... He
has to act on the advice of the
Prime Minister in the matter of the
selection of Members of the
Cabinet”.

Earlier, while discussing Article
52, the Constituent Assembly
rejected the substitution proposed
to draft Article 41 (now Article 52)
proposed by K.T. Shah to the
following effect: “The Chief
Executive and Head of the State in
the Union of India shall be called
the President of India.” Professor
Shah justified this by saying that
the President represented
“sovereignty of the whole people
and of the State as a whole.” But
Dr. Ambedkar opposed this
saying, “Prof. K.T. Shah uses the
word ‘Chief Executive and the
Head of the State’. I have no
doubt... that what he means is to
introduce the American
presidential form of executive and
not the Parliamentary form of
executive... contained in this Draft
Constitution. If my friend Prof.
Shah were to turn to the report of
the Union Constitution
Committee, he will see that the
Drafting Committee has followed
the proposals set out in the report
of that Committee. The report of
that Committee says that while the
President is to be the head of the
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executive, he is to be guided by a
Council of Ministers whose advice
shall be binding upon him in all
actions that he is supposed to take
under the power given to him by
the Constitution. He is not to be
the absolute supreme head... and
that is the Parliamentary form of
government in the United States...
We have not adopted that system.”

The Constitutional Bench in
Shamsher Singh v. State of Punjab
(1974) amplified this position,
holding that the President is
“_..the Constitutional or formal
head of the Union and he
exercises his powers and functions
conferred on him by or under the
Constitution on the aid and advice
of his Council of Ministers”. This
judgment was subsequently
followed in another Constitutional
Bench judgement in Nabam Rebia
v. Deputy Speaker (2016).

A timely reminder

The President and the Governor
are bound to exercise their
executive power in accordance
with the Constitution. Every
power is coupled with the duty to
exercise it for the intended
purpose and within a reasonable
period. If this is not done, the Writ
Court has the duty to step in and
require it to be so exercised.

The President under Article 60
and the Governor under Article
159 are to take constitutional oaths
and affirm to the best of their
ability to “preserve, protect and
defend the Constitution and the
law” and “devote” themselves “to
the service and well-being of the
people of India or the State as the
case may be”. How then can the
President or the Governor of any
State defy the Constitution and act
against the will of the people?
While President Droupadi Murmu
maintains the decorum of the
office she holds, some Governors
have conducted themselves so
poorly as to defile the high
constitutional positions they hold.
The Supreme Court has therefore
given a timely reminder to the
President and the Governors to
respect and adhere to the
Constitution and act in the interest
of the people.
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A Reminder to the President and Governors

Trsgafa 3R TadTel Ht U ITEARE

The Supreme Court’s judgment in State of Tamil Nadu v. Governor of
Tamil Nadu (2025) lays down the correct constitutional position and is
unassailable.

AfAEeTS T T AMAEATZ & T (2025) FH FHlA FIE HT Haelr Gt
Tdenfars feufa #1 Tase Fxar § 3k 38 sfdafea

e Some people have questioned the judgment, but the Constitution clearly establishes a
parliamentary democracy.

Fo AN A 5 0T IR FaTel 33TV €, olfehe] HAUTT TISC T & T WA Alheld T
AT T &

A Parliamentary System
TS HHAT JOTTel!

e Dr. B.R. Ambedkar stated on November 4, 1948, that the Draft Constitution prefers
more responsibility over more stability in choosing the Parliamentary system.

4 A 1948 1 31, dl. 3R, 345 o gl o Feter wiemer 7 Fwdrr yorrelt &1 oy
AT 30 forFAe = 3 fEar ¥ araf@edr & 1 &

e He emphasized that under the Presidential system (like America), the President is the
head of the Executive, but under the Indian system, the President is only a
ceremonial head.

3ogiat AR e o ARy Isgafey sommel 31 Tregufar SrRIw F1 97 giar , safe
HREATT JoTTel 3 Iseufay Faer v 3taaries 7@ g gl

e Inthe Indian system, the President is bound by the advice of the Council of
Ministers and cannot act independently.

AR yoTelr 7 Tegufa, ARy i Tare F $UT @Yar § 3R 98 Tadd & A H AG IR
ThT|

Articles and Constitutional Provisions

Iy AR gdenfas yraurer

e Article 52: “There shall be a President of India.”

TG 52: "HIRcl T Ueh ISl gramm|”
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e Article 153: “There shall be a Governor for each State.”
HeTeBG 153: "Ycdeh AT & [T Teh TsgdTel gramm|”

e Article 74: Provides for a Council of Ministers with the Prime Minister to aid and
advise the President.

HTEDG 74: SHA TUTAHA & sAqea # ARIRYE garr wegufar Hir wgrran ik warw o
EIERIC RS

o Article 163: Provides for a Council of Ministers with the Chief Minister to aid and
advise the Governor.

TS 163: THA HEIAA F Aqcad A ARIRYE GarT Tsgurer F Fergar AR warg &=
T YT gl

Debate on Instruments of Instruction
A&t & AreEY W agH

e In 1949, a proposed Schedule IV to serve as an Instrument of Instruction was deleted
by the Drafting Committee.

1949 F yEaTfad Iregeat IV, St fdeit & areret & ®9 7 & adchl, 39 Awter wfAfa garr

ger e ar|

e T.T. Krishnamachari justified this deletion saying conventions should guide conduct, not
rigid constitutional schedules.

&Y. €Y. FIUTATARY o 38 3T SeTct §U g o 3TTROT o feremm &4 o folw o{oRTe g ¢,
o T FOR waenfars Jreqgfaat|

o Dr. Ambedkar added that the Governor’s discretion is very limited and he must act on
the advice of the Prime Minister.

ﬁ.ﬁé@mﬁaﬁy%mmﬁﬁ%@ﬁ%%ﬁﬁmﬁmw
FT HLATEIAT &

Debates in Constituent Assembly
afaurs @ & 959

o A proposal by K.T. Shah to call the President the Chief Executive and Head of State
was rejected.

&. 1. Mg SIRT ST T HET FRAFRY IR TT HT TH@ Fgel T TEATT IRFAHR FT
feam aram|

o Dr. Ambedkar opposed this, stating it would introduce an American-style presidential
system, which the Draft Constitution does not support.

ST. TS5 =¥ SHeRT TR Foham, I gl g o I8 3rARehY Qell r Irsgufay gorrel 1
e, fore weter @fdeme gwder adh &an
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e The Union Constitution Committee recommended that the President’s actions be
guided by a Council of Ministers, and not be supreme.

weiy wfaure afafa & {wier fr o i aseufa & w1, #faRye Hr g & RERT &,
3R ag wafea 1 &l

Judicial Interpretations

~qIAF qTEATT

e In Shamsher Singh v. State of Punjab (1974), the Supreme Court ruled that the
President is the constitutional head and acts on ministerial advice.

AN B FATH G T (1974) H GaA e o footar ez o regufer v wdenfas
vor@ ¢ 3wl it e | Fa
e This ruling was reiterated in Nabam Rebia v. Deputy Speaker (2016).
g AT 797 ST §o7777 3qregET (2016) H ST IAT|

A Timely Reminder by the Supreme Court
FHH FIE G@RT GAATT R HJEARS

e The President and Governor must exercise their executive powers as per the
Constitution, within a reasonable time and for the intended purpose.

Teafa 3R TSI Y 319 FRFH FHRT w1 v2eT wfee, 3T @@y, 3k Huia
35ERY & IR T BT

o If they fail to do so, Writ Courts can intervene to ensure proper exercise of powers.
i I 0T AET A §, O Re A6 geadeiT 3 Thd & |

o Article 60 (President) and Article 159 (Governor) require them to take oaths to
preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution and serve the people.

3TeDdg 60 (Tegufa) 3N Irgeda 159 (T 3o WAt Y T&TT, §I&T0T 3K woda
T ATY et 3R AT T JAT FA o ToIT qTeT FIA ¢ |

e It raises the question: How can the President or Governor defy the Constitution and
act against the will of the people?

g FATel 35T ¢ foh Isgufa A1 Toaarer TiAener $i ragealr o 31T Sadr A gTal &
A%y 9 T T Fhd 87

o While President Droupadi Murmu maintains the dignity of her office, some Governors
have behaved poorly, undermining their constitutional roles.

181 Trsgufar ghadl 73 7 39 g Y ARAT TAC T B, TET FO AATall o 9 FAUTAT
e Y AT FY SH IEITS &

e The Supreme Court’s recent judgment is a timely reminder that all authorities must
respect the Constitution and act in the public interest.
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udiciary’s place atop the pyramid

The Vice-President’s recent criticism of the judiciary has received a mixed response, but complaints about it’s lack of transparency and accountability —

IGS Paper II: Polit

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:
ice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar recently raised
certain issues with respect to
the independence of the
judiciary, its powers of judicial review and
the judgment prescribing timelines to the
President and Governor for their actions.

What is the current context?

The Vice-President expressed his views
on various issues surrounding judiciary in
arecent event. Firstly, he talked about the
lack of transparency in the inquiry being
conducted by a committee of judges in
the aftermath of the recovery of huge
piles of cash at a Delhi High Court Judge’s
residence. He questioned the legality of
the procedure being followed in such
cases that is not laid down under any law
made by Parliament.

Secondly, he remarked about the
recent judgment of the Supreme Court, in
which the court had prescribed timelines
for the President and Governors to take
action on State legislations. The court had
ruled that it could issue a writ of

apprehensions also shared by the public — need to be addressed appropriately

Critical feedback: There have been views that Dhankar's speech doesn’t behove the constitutional and
ceremonial office he holds. Ani

Finally, he opined that the top court
has been utilising its extraordinary power
under Article 142 (to provide complete
justice in any case), in a way that
undermines representative democracy.

A critical analysis

There have been views that the speech by
the Vice-President doesn’t behove the
constitutional and ¢ ial office that

‘Mandamus’ to these high constitutional
offices in the event of inaction or
inordinate delays.

Third, he raised concerns about lack of
accountability of judiciary towards the
public at large, unlike the legislature and
executive. It was in the context of judicial
review of legislation by Constitutional
Benches as well as orders passed that
encroach upon the executive domain. The
provisions of Article 145(3), which require
aminimum of five judges for adjudicating
on constitutional validity in any matter,
were made in 1950 when the total
strength of the court was eight judges. He
suggested that it may need to be revisited
as the present strength is 34.

he holds. A critical analysis of the speech
presents us with arguments in support
and against the observations.

Apprehension about the of
inquiries conducted by the judiciary in

bl

the case of alleged mist

Appointments Commission, with the CJI
being provided a veto to have final say in
the appointment process, would make
the selection process more transparent
and inclusive without compromising on
the independence of the judiciary.
However, the recent order of the
Supreme Court prescribing timelines to
the President and Governors was well
within its powers of upholding the
constitutional principles. The two judges
in this case had arrived at their
conclusions based on various
Constitution Bench judgments decided
earlier. It is pertinent to note that similar

judges is widely shared by the common
public. The Chief Justice of India should
devise a procedure that provides for
utmost transparency in such cases to
instil confidence in the rule of law.
One of the underlying root causes for
various issues concerning the judiciary is
lack of accountability and transparency in
appointments through the collegium
process. A broad-based National Judicial

lines have also been provided in the

Office Memorandum prepared by the
Home Ministry in February 2016.

Similarly, judicial activism’ by the
courts, including its use of Article 142, has
contributed significantly to providing
justice to the needy as well as holding the
executive accountable. Some notable
orders under Article 142 include
compensation for victims of Bhopal gas
tragedy (1989), guidelines against sexual

harassment at work place (1997),
cancellation of coal-block licenses that
were allegedly improperly allocated
(2014), permanent commission of women
officers in armed forces (2024), and
directives to public officials with respect
to demolitions (2024).

Further, considering the precedence
developed in the past seven decades and
pendency of cases in the Supreme Court,
the current requirement of five judges for
a Constitution Bench may be optimum.

Judicial review and its independence
Parliamentary democracy works on the
principle that the executive is accountable
to the legislature, which in turn is
answerable to the people in every
election. However, it is the judiciary
which is the independent branch that
upholds the Constitution and its
principles in governance.

The doctrine of Parliamentary
sovereignty is associated with the British
Parliament. This is because there is no
written constitution in the UK. and
Parliamentary laws are supreme for
governance of the country. On the other
hand, the concept of judicial supremacy
is associated with the U.S. It is because the
American Supreme Court has wide
powers in interpreting their constitution
as per ‘due process of law’.

The Indian Constitutional scheme is a

hesis of Parli y ignty
and Judicial Supremacy. ‘Judicial review”
has been declared as a ‘basic structure’ of
the Constitution in various judgments of
the Supreme Court that has reinforced
‘Constitutional sovereignty’. All the
branches of governance should uphold
the constitutional values through healthy
separation of powers rather than
confrontation.

Rangarajan R. is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Courseware on Polity
Simplified’. He currently trains at Officers
IAS Academy. Views expressed are
personal.

Judiciary’s Place Atop the Pyramid
=grgaifars &1 AAfAs & ofif 9T Tumr

The Vice-President’s recent criticism of the judiciary has received a
mixed response, but complaints about its lack of transparency and
accountability — apprehensions also shared by the public — need to
be addressed appropriately.

IWrseafa Y giferar FaifasT @ & 718 srargsr & R gfaframe
e &, AfheT sus IRERTar i F4Y 3k FTaEed F AFT H 7 RNwraa —

Y STt Y Y ITAFTC § — 37¢ IUYFT T § WA FIAT 3T ¢

Address
id

THE GIST

v

Putting forth his views on the
judiciary, the Vice-President
talked about three major
‘issues” — lack of
transparency, recent judgment
on Governors, lack of
accountability towards the
public, and its use of
extraordinary powers
undermining democracy.

v

A broad-based National
Judicial Appointments
Commission could help make
the selection process more
transparent and inclusive.

v

On the other hand, the recent
verdict on Governors was well
within the court’s powers.
And ‘judicial activism’ by
courts, including use of Article
142 to provide ‘complete
justice’ has benefited many in
need and held the executive
accountable.
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What is the current context?

JAATA T FAT 82

The Vice-President expressed his views on various issues surrounding the judiciary at a
recent event.

SIRTSCUTT o §Tel & Ueh I H wArgaTioehT ¥ o3 faffiee Heal W 39 faar egerd
fau|

He firstly pointed to the lack of transparency in the inquiry conducted by a committee
of judges after the recovery of huge piles of cash at a Delhi High Court Judge’s
residence.

3781 Ugol Uah ool 30 ATy & ~ararefier & 3Mary & 98) AT & ddhdl SIS 8l &
aTe, #arameielt it v TfAfe ganrT $r 37 & i H IReEfiar F FHY H 3R TR T

He questioned the legality of the procedure being followed in such cases, stating that it
was not laid down under any law made by Parliament.

3oiel 38 ANE & AT H HIATS ST TET UishaT T et derar X waral 3312, I§ e gU

o 7E THE GaRT ST T o Freget A et 78t &1
He also commented on the recent Supreme Court judgment, which prescribed
timelines for the President and Governors to take action on State legislations.

3egiet grierar FHIA FIE F Traer oY & feoqolr by, foraed Tea fems W #rars & fov
Iseafa 3R Tsa9Tet & forT AT-HAT T3 $r 918 2|

The Court ruled that it could issue a writ of Mandamus to these high constitutional
offices in case of inaction or delay.

3eTeld = gl & 3R IS FILaTE AT giclt a1 &8 gl &, A a8 37 3= Tt get #r
Hzaw i Re i % gondt &1

He raised concerns that the judiciary lacks accountability to the public, unlike the
legislature and executive.

3ogiel Ig Far f sged Fr [ ~araifasT # Jaar & ufa Faeed) Ja ¢, STdih
et 3R FEAufas 7 I8 @ &

This was in the context of judicial review of legislations by Constitutional Benches
and orders that encroach upon the executive domain.

Ig a1 denfas et ganr faens=t A1 wanfe g#te 3% 0 g & TgeT 7 FHEr a8 A
HRTIHT F AAUPR F gTdalT I ¢

He referred to Article 145(3), which mandates a minimum of five judges to hear cases
of constitutional validity, and noted that this was framed in 1950 when the total
strength of the court was only eight judges.

375l 3TeTedG 145(3) T ool T, ST HIeTfore eraT o ATHG &1 Fofars & fov A @
& g ey 1 3R arT Har &, 30T Fer 6 I8 I 1950 F S92 37 A7 ST
TITATTY T Frol HEAT el TS ~qrATeder Y|
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He suggested that the rule needs to be revisited now that the court has a strength of 34
judges.

3egiel GiTd e foh 31e STe =ararerd & 34 w=qraefier €, o 58 fge & qa: gaftar &r
ST =g u|

Finally, he observed that the Supreme Court is using its extraordinary powers under
Article 142 (to provide complete justice) in a manner that undermines representative
democracy.

3 A 3ogiel gl foh TR FIE 3701 IeTeda 142 & TAANTRASRT (0T AT TeTeT lel &
forT) &7 3IRT 0 e & FT QT £, S iR AFas F FASR FaT |

A Critical Analysis
U HATAIATCHS [92elyor

There have been views that the speech by the Vice-President doesn’t behove the
constitutional and ceremonial office that he holds.

& AN ohT AT § o SIRTSEITE T Ig YOI 3o7eh GaRT TROT fohw 1w Faenfas 3K
3R ue T ITRAT & 37T 76 &

A critical analysis of the speech presents arguments both in support and against his
observations.

HTYUT T Ueh HHTO AT TARANOT 3efah faaRl & g7 X Rwst 37 o Fedd Far g |

Concerns over transparency in judiciary

SATIYTierhT H RS IAT F) daht R

Apprehension about the opaqueness of inquiries conducted by the judiciary in cases of
alleged misbehaviour by judges is widely shared by the common public.

warareelt & HRAT qUER & AH H =AUl SaRT T ST dTell ST Y HIRERIAT
T AHT IHTH STeTdT & eI =T &

The Chief Justice of India should devise a procedure ensuring utmost transparency
in such cases to instil confidence in the rule of law.

HRT & FET ~AATHer 1 TH AT H Qo IRERIAT AT el & forw e gfshar dawr

AT ART A1 FIefeT 3 et 3 faeam der &

Accountability and collegium system

STaTaeer 3T FrATforIH gorrel

One root cause of various judicial issues is the lack of accountability and
transparency in appointments through the collegium process.
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e ¥ sraredt 3 arafiar & w0 B
e A broad-based National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC), where the CJI

has veto power for final say, could make the process more inclusive and transparent
without compromising judicial independence.

Teh 19 WS = 1Tae g faa 3maher (NJAC), fows Few samrameiier &1 3t qraw &
ST, A T 9ishar 31fe gl 31T ureeft a7 @edr £, 3R sad ~=araaifasr
TIATAT I IS THTT g1 I3 |

Supreme Court timelines and constitutional validity

A FIE FT Fag-wam ik waenfas dear

e The recent Supreme Court order prescribing timelines for the President and
Governors was within its constitutional powers.

gTeT T AT e 1 Jmeer, forest wsgufer 3k Trearal & forv warg-Him fAeaiie i,
wdenfas erfeaal & 3aeTa a1

e Thetwo judges involved based their ruling on earlier Constitution Bench judgments.
9 A 7 iR g ~ararefien & 319e o &t gge & WiawreT fs & gt i 3maniRa
[ERIE

e Similar timelines were also mentioned in the Office Memorandum issued by the Home
Ministry in February 2016.

S8 g T FHI-HAT I[§ AAT SaRT BIa) 2016 F ST Frafery A9+t # off sfeafaa
$r s oY

Judicial activism and Article 142

=1 wffaer 3k aregese 142

Judicial activism through Article 142 has played a major role in delivering justice to the needy
and holding the executive accountable.

TG 142 & ATEIH § 1 71$ w1 Ffhaar o SRRaHET H =17 feem=) 3R wryarfaes 1
STaTaeE SERTe1 H HcdquT S{fAehT fAeTTs B

Some notable examples under Article 142 include:
HJeBE 142 & TEd S YT 3STI0T $H YK &:

e Compensation for Bhopal gas tragedy victims (1989)
sirarer 3t e i3t & forw F3mas (1989)
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e Guidelines against sexual harassment at workplace (1997)
FEIA W Il 3z & @ fGenfader (1997)

e Cancellation of improperly allocated coal-block licenses (2014)
T A  HTATCT Hiel selleh ATFHAT T TGAIHT (2014)

e Permanent commission for women officers in the armed forces (2024)
A Fal 7 Afgen sfFIRGT & forw wurdt i (2024)

o Directives to public officials on demolition drives (2024)

Rreaw 31fFae ) s st & e ot Ader (2024)

Constitution Bench and strength of judges

T g 3t =ararefen Y gEar

e Considering precedents and the pendency of cases in the Supreme Court, the current
requirement of five judges for a Constitution Bench may be optimum.

WﬁﬁWﬁWWﬁﬁWﬁﬁW@,W%%ﬁmﬁa
arameient Fr IIATT aeTFHar 3T & T &

Judicial Review and its Independence

1A FHIET 3T 3H Tadaar

o Parliamentary democracy functions on the idea that the executive is accountable to
the legislature, and the legislature is answerable to the public.

FHET A 58 RAGHUd 9 H1F T ¢ [ HruTiorT, femaafasT & gfa e gidr
¥, 3R RaruTerarfaeT Stetar & ufa|

e Thejudiciary is the independent branch that upholds the Constitution and its
governance principles.

AT Toh T 39T ¢ i WU 3R 5% e & Riguidl 7 910 3@ § |

e Parliamentary sovereignty is a British concept due to the absence of a written
constitution in the U.K.

foeer  faf@a @ & 311 & FROT FHET Fafoaar 1 RN [THfad g3 ¢
¢ In contrast, the U.S. follows judicial supremacy as the Supreme Court interprets the
Constitution through due process of law.

g8 famid, 3R & Fa1fs wafeaar & F2ifh agi 1 gRa FIE, Fegt gfshar &
3TN HfHTeT T cqTEar Hch g

e The Indian Constitution is a synthesis of Parliamentary Sovereignty and Judicial
Supremacy.

TR wfgens, gudrr gafeadr 31 ~=aRe gafeadar o afAsor gl

e ‘Judicial review’ has been declared a part of the basic structure of the Constitution,
reinforcing constitutional sovereignty.
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AT WHIRTT T G T FeT TG 7 AT el o o 8, St adenfas
Hafeadr I oo Rl ¢

o All branches of governance must uphold constitutional values through a healthy
separation of powers instead of confrontation.

QATHT o T 37911 o1 Faenfares Heal Sl T3 F TaET TAFHIT o ATCTH § AT Tl
gy, o foh Thira & ATCTH 4|

Ans: To commemorate the day in 1947
when Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, then
Union Home Minister, addressed the
probationers of Administrative Services
Officers; and 2006

2. Father of Civil Service in India. Ans:
Charles Cornwallis

3. The third civil service that is common to
Centre and State governments.

Ans: Indian Forest Service

4. Former Prime Minister after whom IAS
training academy is named and location.
Ans: Lal Bahadur Shastri and Mussoorie
5. The colour of the Diplomatic Passport?
Ans: Red/Maroon

Visual question: Cabinet Secretary heading
all civil services.

Ans: TV. Somanathan, IAS

Visual question: Early Birds: Tamal Biswas| Mohan Lal
Name this movie where Jonathan Pryce portrays Pope Francis. And who does Sir Anthony Patel| Siddh.artha Vi.swanathan| Erfanally
Hopkins portravs in the movie? AnI Oosmany| Piyali Tuli

Why April 21 was chosen as Civil Services Day and its debut

21 3riter =1 RAfaer afddsr 3 & &0 & F3} o1 717 3R FH/FT AR

To commemorate the day in 1947 when Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, then
Union Home Minister, addressed the probationers of Administrative
Services Officers.

1947 #, 19 TIGR JeasTHTS U, ST 3 WAL FA1T 7[g 7 &, F vyerafas
Jar arferewiat & ufragsit w1 w&ifte fFar ar, 59 95 w33 & faw)
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e In 2006, it was formally recognized as Civil Services Day.

2006 # 54 JMAIHRF & & Fafder afddsr 3 & &7 & Hwadr 9red g3

Father of Civil Service in India

9Rd # RAfae da1 & S
e Charles Cornwallis
ATed Ploamad

The third civil service that is common to Centre and State governments
drad e a1 A g IR TS R & Peawea §
e Indian Forest Service
WA a7 Aar
Former Prime Minister after whom IAS training academy is named and its location
q& TeTerHE forerds A1 9X IAS TRYaToT JrapTesY #T AT @ e § 3R 3w wue
e Lal Bahadur Shastri and Mussoorie
<Tel SETg AT 3R A
The colour of the Diplomatic Passport
TSATAS ITAINE T 9T
e Red/Maroon
GIGIE ERUCIC ]

Cardinals Set to Start a Centuries-Old Ritual to Elect the Next
Church Leader
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Cardinals set to start a centuries-old
ritual to elect the next Church leader

During the period known as ‘sede vacante’ or ‘vacant Se¢’ after a Pope dies, the chamberlain runs administrative and financial duties of the Holy See
until a new Pope takes over; only Cardinals under the age of 80 can vote and current regulations notionally limit the number of electors to 120

IGS Paper |I: International Events|

Associated Press
VATICAN CITY

he death of a Pope
T starts a centuries-
old ritual involving

sacred oaths by the Cardi-
nals electing a successor,
the piercing of ballots with
a needle and thread after
they are counted, and then
burning them to produce
either the white or black
smoke to signal if there is a
new leader for the world’s
1.3 billion Catholics.

The election itself is
shrouded in secrecy, with
Cardinals forbidden from
communicating with the
outside world what hap-
pened during the voting in
the conclave behind the
frescoed walls of the Sis-
tine Chapel. While there
were some leaps of artistic
licence, the process is in
many ways as it was depict-
ed in last year’s Oscar-win-
ning film Conclave.

St. John Paul 11 rewrote
the regulations on papal
elections in a 1996 docu-
ment that remains largely
in force, though Pope Be-
nedict XVI amended it
twice before he resigned.
Here is what happens
when a Pope dies, a period
known as the “sede va-
, or the “vacant

Aher the Pope has died,
the camerlengo, or cham-
berlain, must certify the
death and seal the papal
apartment. He runs admi-
nistrative and financial du-
ties of the Holy See until a
new Pope takes over.

Bidding adieu: Christians arrive with a portrait of Pope Francis for a prayer ceremony at the Cathedral
Church of Resurrection in Lahore, Pakistan on Monday, after the Vatican announced his death. Ap

The largely ceremonial
job of camerlengo is cur-
rently held by Cardinal Ke-
vin Farrell, the Irish-born
American head of the Vati-
can’s laity office, who also
announced the death on
Monday morning.

Prefects lose jobs
Nearly all prefects of Vati-
can offices lose their jobs
when a Pope dies, but a
few stay on, including the
foreign minister and the
master of liturgical cere-
monies, who plays a key
role in assembling the
conclave.

The dean of the College
of Cardinals summons the
cardinals for the funeral,
presiding at the Mass be-
fore the conclave begins.
That position is currently
held by Cardinal Giovanni
Battista Re, the retired
head of the Vatican’s office

for Bishops. In November
2024, Francis reformed
the rites to be used for his
funeral, simplifying them
to emphasise his role as a
mere bishop and allowing
for burial outside the Vati-
can. Francis has chosen to
be buried in St. Mary Major
Basilica, where his favorite
icon of the Virgin Mary, the
Salus Populi Romani, is
located.

The death of a Pope be-
gins a precise sequence of
events that include the
confirmation of death in
the pontiff’s home, the
transfer of the coffin to St.
Peter’s Basilica for public
viewing, a funeral Mass
and burial. Interment must
take place between the
fourth and sixth day after
his death.

After the funeral, there
are nine days of official
mourning, known as the

“novendiali.”

During this period, the
cardinals arrive in Rome.
To give everyone time to
assemble, the conclave
must begin 15-20 days after
the “sede vacante” is de-
clared, although it can
start sooner if the cardinals
agree.

Only cardinals under
age 80 are eligible to vote.
Current regulations no-
tionally limit the number
of electors to 120, but
Popes have often exceeded
that ceiling. According to
the most recently updated
Vatican statistics, there
were 135 cardinals under
age 80 and eligible to vote.
Cardinals over age 80 can
be elected Pope.

Those over 80 can’t vote
but can participate in pre-
conclave meetings, known
as general congregations,
in which church problems

are discussed. It was in
these meetings in 2013 that
then-Cardinal Jorge Mario
Bergoglio spoke about the
need for the church to go
to the “existential peri-
pheries” to find those who

suffer — an off-the-cuff

speech that helped his
election.

Pope election

Any baptized Roman Cath-
olic male is eligible to be
Pope, but since 1378, only
cardinals have been select-
ed. A first ballot is held in
the Sistine Chapel on the
afternoon after the initial
Mass. If no Pope is elected,
over the ensuing days two
ballots are held each morn-
ing and two each
afternoon.

The ballots are rectan-
gular pieces of paper with
the words: “Eligo in Sum-
mum Pontificem” (“I elect
as supreme pontiff”) writ-
ten on top, with a space for
a name. Each cardinal
makes his choice, folds the
paper in half, walks to the
front of the chapel and de-
clares: “I call as my witness
Christ the Lord, who will
be my judge, that my vote
is given to the one who be-
fore God I think should be
elected.”

He then puts the ballot
on a tray and tips it into a
receptacle.

Three designated cardi-
nals, known as scrutineers,
check each ballot to see if it
is filled out correctly. Each
name is read aloud and
counted, with the results
announced to the conclave

after each round.

If no one gets the need-
ed two-thirds of votes, the
ballots are pierced with a
needle and thread, which
is then knotted and placed
on a tray, and another
round of voting s
prepared.

Benedict modified some
of John Paul’'s 1996 con-
clave rules, most notably
excluding his vision that a
Pope could be elected by a
simple majority if voting
was stalemated. Benedict
decreed that a two-thirds
majority is always needed,
no matter how long it
takes. He did so to prevent
cardinals from holding out
for the 12 days foreseen by
John Paul and then push-
ing through a candidate
with a slim majority.

After the ballots are
pierced, they are burned in
a cylindrical stove at the
end of the voting session.
Black smoke from the Sis-
tine Chapel chimney
means no decision; white
smoke signals the cardinals
have chosen a Pope and
that he has accepted.
Chemical cartridges are ad-
ded to ensure there is no
confusion over the color.

Bells also are rung to sig-
nal the election of a Pope,
for further clarity.

The new Pope is intro-
duced from the loggia over-
looking St. Peter’s Square
with the words, “Habemus
Papam!” (“We have a
Pope!”) and his chosen pa-
pal name. The new Pope
then emerges and gives his
first blessing.

IS T AT & 1T & fow FifSarer wfeat el W & @

CIC RS

Sede Vacante and Initial Duties

U3 e IR IRAF 7

o After the Pope dies, a period called “sede vacante” (vacant See) begins, during which

the chamberlain runs the administrative and financial duties of the Holy See.
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9 Y g & a6 “@3 A (Rt Rigraer) 1 3rafer & ghelt €, Srae deamaer afeea
1 wemafas 3 R SRt i dsrerar 1

e Only Cardinals under the age of 80 can vote in the election.
harel 80 T & F3T HIY F FIfdeTel YoATd H FHclclel HY Hehel ¢ |
e The number of electors is notionally limited to 120, though this limit is often exceeded.

HAGTST Hiat aTel ifssel 1 HE&aT dgwifas T/ 120 T AT I &, &Tclifh Ig TAT
37X IR T ST 2 |

Ancient Rituals of Papal Election

9T AT Y YT TR

e The death of a Pope initiates sacred rituals including oaths, piercing of ballots, and
burning them to emit white or black smoke, signaling whether a new Pope is elected.

9 Y FeF & d1e ITaT TORIT Y& I 8, ToIaTa A9y o elT, A=t 1 g 3T amar F S,
3R 37 Sara iAol & THEE The AT FHTaT Y37 FAeheldll § S aaral & o o721 91 e
AT § AT AT |

e The process is secretive, and cardinals are forbidden from disclosing any information
during the conclave inside the Sistine Chapel.

g fshar MU gt €, 3R FifSae = AT el 7 g1 arel Fieterald & a1 HIs
STTeTehY ATST et ST 3reTAfer 78T gl |

e The 2023 film “Conclave” depicted the process, though with some artistic liberties.

2023 T fthes “HieTeaa” = SH ThaT T AT, §Telifh S Hellcas Fe & aqTY|

Papal Election Regulations

o gara § wafee e

e St. John Paul Il wrote the papal election regulations in 1996, which were later
amended twice by Pope Benedict XVI.

| ST Giel G & 1996 #H 0T Tora F s 7110 3, 5 g aafdae Xvi A ag &
&t e wanfera R

Chamberlain's Duties and Announcements

Aravals & faFAeRar i ayone
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o After the Pope’s death, the camerlengo (chamberlain) certifies the death, seals the
papal apartment, and manages the Holy See's operations.

I T Hcg & dTe;, FFavele Hog i Yiee T g, 9T T 3Targ Hlel I 8, 3R dfeehs &
FIAT T TTelT P &

e The current chamberlain is Cardinal Kevin Farrell, an Irish-born American who
announced the Pope’s death.

TIATA AFIlT FIfSeToT HideT BIA &, ST Teh AT A oA AN &, 3T 35l AT
T Fcg I BT |

Transition in Church Offices
T4 F1ATdT A IR

e Most Vatican prefects lose their jobs upon the Pope’s death, except a few such as the
foreign minister and master of liturgical ceremonies.

oI T g I 3rfRRTer dfteret dihaew el Al & & §, Fhad o ore fager sl 3l
A TSI F W UG T &1 Gl &

Funeral and Mourning Rites
3ifaw FFHR AR AF reTsareT

e The dean of the College of Cardinals, currently Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, leads
the Pope’s funeral Mass and convenes the conclave.

FIfSAe Picter & ST, THATS H FIfSeTel forarare afeFar ¥, AT & HfAH FEFR FH Aea
FI § 3N Pleerold ol B |

e Pope Francis simplified the funeral rites to emphasize his role as a bishop, and chose
to be buried at St. Mary Major Basilica.
9T B o 3796 3ifereT HEFR F Aot bl Tlel T2 3R 3o T fera & wq
S T a1, Sogier e AN AR afdfaFT # gt gt &1 fashed =1

e The burial takes place between the fourth and sixth day after death, preceded by
public viewing and a funeral Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica.

I T Hcg & D @ &S T & oI 37T et 81T 8, $HY Ug We died afdfdwr A
3ifas g 3R fas aFeR A AT AT gl
¢ Nine days of mourning, called novendiali, follow the burial.

TPl & J1E st T &1 MFeprdr, T A=A T STaT &, AFTAT ST

Conclave Assembly and Voting Eligibility
FlsTeeld FT d5 3 TG yar
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e The conclave begins 15-20 days after the Pope's death but can begin earlier if cardinals
agree.

I Y g & 15-20 f&eT q1g ieerold Y& 81T &, oAfehed 30N hifSeTel T &1 Al IE Teel
81 & B FehcT B |

e Only cardinals under 80 can vote; as per recent stats, there are 135 such cardinals.
Fael 80 T W FH AT F FIfSeTel HACIT F Hehel &, BTN 3TiehsT & AR TH 135
FIfSATE |

o Cardinals over 80 can attend general congregations, but not vote.

80 a¥ & 3Tl AT F FIfSaer Foe FAF F HT o Hehdl ¢ Afehe] HACTA w761 I Feol |

Conclave Procedure and Voting Rounds

hiddold $T UiHaT 3 A F =0T

e« Any baptized Roman Catholic male is eligible to be Pope, though since 1378, only
cardinals have been elected.

oh1s off FufaEAT 9o AoreT FANfAF G N Teel o AT &, AfeheT 1378 379 ofeh dhaol
FifSerer & g1 a0 &

e Voting begins with a first ballot held in the Sistine Chapel after the initial Mass.
YRS AT & J1¢, FAEENT Fqel 3 IgelT HAYT STelT ST & |

e If no Pope is elected, two ballots are held each morning and afternoon in subsequent
days.

3R 9T S AT ST &, A 3Tl ot 7 wede gaw 3 amer Y &)-8Y aR Adfere gl 8

Ballot Format and Secrecy

AGYT FT IV 31T Mgezar

e The ballot has the words “Eligo in Summum Pontificem” with space for a name. Each
cardinal declares his vote with a solemn oath.

HAGIT W “Eligo in Summum Pontificem” for@r gar & 31X 1ot forga i s1erg gt 81
YA difSeTel AT AT & /I AdGTT T &

e Three scrutineers read and count the votes aloud.
ofier TR 9 AT 1 Ted 3N el e 8

e If no one secures a two-thirds majority, the ballots are pierced with needle and
thread, knotted, and a new round begins.

maﬂéﬂmﬂ-ﬁmﬁwaﬁwﬂmﬁzﬁaﬁtmﬂwm%w
ST §, 3R 747 R & el &1

e Pope Benedict changed the rule to require a two-thirds majority always, removing the
simple majority option.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page49

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

9T dABFE A f7TH T gARM &)-faers agaAd 1 3ifarard I 2, AeRor sgAd &
qheq &I geT feam|

Announcement of the New Pope

AT Q19 Y "o

e Burned ballots produce black smoke (no decision) or white smoke (Pope elected) from
the Sistine Chapel chimney.

a@rg@ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ?&ﬂﬂwﬁﬁmﬁﬁmgﬁ(ﬁéﬁwﬁaﬁ)mmgsﬁ@qw
AT g1 I1T) ATt g

e Chemical cartridges and bells ensure clarity in the announcement.

TERfAE FRAE 3T g8 37 SYoT &Y FUs T41d &

The new Pope is presented with the words “Habemus Papam!” and gives his first blessing
from the balcony.

AT 919 FT FIYUT “Habemus Papam!” 2Tl & T STdT & 3R d aTeihel & ggdr 3mefiaig ca &1

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1l: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1IS)
1. Two ISRO Satellites Dock Successfully for the Second
Time
& $HV 3UAET A GHY TR AHAATIdH SiehaT I
2. Bullseye! Galaxy with nine rings may reveal dark matter
secrets

eH3TS! @l Teal el ATFEET 3T AT & TEl A
3R T hdl &

3. Tiny Device Enhances Pacemaker’s Abilities

BICT 3YHTOT JHART Y &THAATHT FT Te1T &

4. India, China at 75 — a time for strategy, not sentiment
RA-HleT & 75 I¥ — TG AAgH, I HT FHAT

5. New Pathways for India’s Creative Economy

AR T TWATcHS JATTEAT & forw av TEd
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6. Why did China block exports of rare earth elements?

et & gelor gl deal & faata 1 4t Qhr?

7. Indiaimposes 12% temporary tariff on steel imports

HRA o ST AT I 12% IFEARIT ek oaman

8. March Core Sector Output Rises 3.8%; Slips to 4.4% in
FY25vs. 7.6% in FY24

AT 7 SR AFeT T I 3.8% W@, FY25 7 4.4% 9T fhaelt
Safd FY24 7 7.6% o
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Two ISRO satellites
dock successtully
for the second time

!GS Paper Ill: S&T |

BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) has
successfully executed the
second docking of the two
satellites — SDXO01 (Chaser)
and SDXO02 (Target) — that
are part of the Space Dock-
ing Experiment (SpaDeX)
mission, Union Minister of
State for Science and Tech-
nology Jitendra Singh said
on Monday.

“Glad to inform that the
second docking of satel-
lites has been accom-
plished successfully. As in-
formed earlier, the
PSLV-C60 / SPADEX mis-
sion was successfully
launched on 30 December
2024. Thereafter the satel-
lites were successfully
docked for the first time on
16 January 2025 at 06:20
AM and successfully un-
docked on 13 March 2025
at 09:20 AM. Further expe-
riments are planned in the
next two weeks,” the Minis-
ter posted on X.

Docking satellites
Earlier this year, India be-
came the fourth country
after the U.S., Russia, and
China to conduct the dock-
ing experiment.

The SpaDeX mission is
an important project by

The ISRO has executed the
second docking of the two
satellites Chaser and Target.

the ISRO. It is designed to
develop and demonstrate
the technology needed for
spacecraft  rendezvous,
docking, and undocking
using two small satellites.

The demonstration of
this technology is essential
for future missions, such as
sending an Indian astro-
naut to the moon, return-
ing samples from the
moon, and the building
and operation of an Indian
space station. The other
aims of the mission include
demonstration of the
transfer of electric power
between the docked space-
craft, which is essential for
future applications, such
as in-space robotics, com-
posite spacecraft control,
and payload operations af-
ter undocking.
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Two ISRO Satellites Dock
Successfully for the Second Time

& $E 3YAET A GHY IR HAATIIH
STfar

The Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) has successfully completed the
second docking of two satellites — SDX01
(Chaser) and SDX02 (Target) — under the
Space Docking Experiment (SpaDeX)
mission, Union Minister of State for
Science and Technology Jitendra Singh
said on Monday.

HRAT HARET HTHUTA HIS (ISRO) & TIH
STfher TFAAR#AT (SpaDeX) A & dga al
3938Y — SDXO01 (X)) 3 SDX02 (erAe)
— Y gEdY STRAT A AweaTEE T AT E,
g ATTHRY WATR Y FHT e sk

st Tewr w0 Roreds R &

o The Minister stated that the second docking was
completed successfully, and reminded that the PSLV-C60
/ SpaDeX mission was launched on 30 December 2024.

FAY o AT o g@Y ST Aherd e U g% 3R T8 o
THOT AT fF PSLV-C60 / SpaDeX f&ere &Y 30 ey

2024 Y AT T 31T AT|

o The satellites were successfully docked for the first
time on 16 January 2025 at 06:20 AM, and undocked on

13 March 2025 at 09:20 AM.
3YIET o gl IR 16 STadY 2025 I Gag 06:20 Tt HholdTqdsh Siiehdl #hl Y AR

13 AT 2025 T Fa§ 09:20 Tt TSI TehaT T 378 |
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e The Minister mentioned that further experiments are scheduled over the next two
weeks.

T Y ohgT o5 3rerel &Y g9al & 3mar & AT farw e

Docking Satellites
STfhaT 3938

o Earlier this year, India became the fourth country after the U.S., Russia, and China to
conduct a satellite docking experiment.

S el T BT H, R o HANHT, T 3 et & 1 =TT Ger SeTent 39arg Sifehar
ST S 3T e

e The SpaDeX mission is a significant project by ISRO, aimed at developing and
demonstrating spacecraft rendezvous, docking, and undocking technology using
two small satellites.

SpaDeX fRereT TR &I U Ageaqur IRANSTT ¢, [THHT 337 & BIE 39T & ATeTA &
3iaat AT i FeRTa, ST R st A awels F AT AR TeRia FEr

o This technology is critical for future missions such as sending an Indian astronaut to
the moon, returning lunar samples, and the construction and operation of an
Indian space station.

TG deheileh HTAST o TARNGT o ToIT 3cdcl HTaRTeh §, SI9 o Rl 3raier am #Y agem
T AT, TEAT § AT A9 o1, 3 AR srafat weeret &1 AT ik wame|

e Another aim of the mission is to demonstrate the transfer of electric power between
docked spacecraft, which is important for applications like in-space robotics,
composite spacecraft control, and payload operations after undocking.

THRI T Teh 31T 36827 Sieh TohT aTT IHARET TTeit o drer faeger afera & gwaraor i
Yells HETele SHET ATaS &I deheiien! & folv Ageaqur &
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Bullseye! Galaxy with nine rings
may reveal dark matter secrets

Researchers found signs that a blue dwarf galaxy had passed through the centre of the Bullseye Galaxy, and the interaction could have led stars to
pile up and form the rings: the Bullseye could evolve into a giant low surface-brightness galaxy, which is important in the study of dark matter

S Paper Ill: S&T
Shreejaya Karantha

team of international
researchers recently
discovered a galaxy with nine
rings. They called it a
“serendipitous discovery” because
previous ringed galaxies have only
displayed two or three rings at best.

Using the Hubble space telescope, the
team confirmed the presence of eight
rings, while data from the W.M. Keck
Observatory in Hawaii confirmed the
existence of the ninth ring.

This unusual galaxy has been named
LEDA 1313424 but its common name is
more memorable: the Bullseye Galaxy.
The story of how its rings could have
formed may render it more memorable.

A thin trail of evidence

When the researchers analysed the data
from the space telescope and the
observatory, they found signs that a blue
dwarf galaxy, located at the immediate
centre-left in an image, had passed
through the centre of the Bullseye Galaxy
about 50 million years ago. They have
said this interaction gave the Bullseye
Galaxy its unique shape.

As evidence of this interaction, the
team reported a thin trail of gas
connecting the two galaxies even though
they are separated by 130,000 lightyears
(or 1.22 billion billion km). This is all the
more remarkable considering the
Bullseye Galaxy is nearly 2.5-times larger
than the Milky Way with a diameter of
2,50,000 light-years.

On cosmic timescales, galaxies crash or
barely miss one another relatively often.
But even then it is very rare for one galaxy
to literally dart through the core of
another. The blue dwarf galaxy’s straight
path through the Bullseye Galaxy caused
gas in the latter to ripple back and forth in
waves, creating new places of star
formation. The interaction didn’t alter the
orbits of individual stars but it caused
groups of stars to pile up and form the
distinct rings over millions of years.

The Bullseye Galaxy will continue to
evolve and, as a result, will have these
star-filled rings only for a short interval of
time. This means the astronomers
captured an intriguing image of a
multi-ring galaxy in a special moment.

For other astronomers, however, the
intrigue may run even deeper: the
Bullseye Galaxy also contains signs that it
could one day evolve into a giant low
surface-brightness (GLSB) galaxy, which
are important in the study of dark matter.

Their findings were published in
February in The Astrophysical Journal
Letters.

Cosmic oddballs

Low surface-brightness galaxies have a
shortage of elements heavier than
hydrogen and helium. They also have
very little star formation despite
possessing large disks filled with
hydrogen, the primary fuel for new stars.
Scientists haven't been able to explain this
paradox. These galaxies are also believed
to be filled with dark matter, making them
excellent targets of study if scientists are

The Hubble Space Telescope image of the Bullseye Galaxy, processed by the European Space Agency
with additional cropping and contrast adjustments made to highlight some of the low surface

brightness structures.NASA/ESA

to understand this still-mysterious form of
matter.

These galaxies also have a more
uniform distribution of mass near their
centres — which is at odds with the
standard model of cosmology, which
predicts the centres of galaxies to be a lot
more dense. This discrepancy is another
challenge scientists are trying to
overcome with more data and better
theories.

Giant low surface-brightness (GLSB)
galaxies are the largest of the low
surface-brightness galaxies. All GLSB
galaxies are truly colossal. Their most
famous member, called Malin 1, is roughly
6.5-times wider than the Milky Way and
one of the largest spiral galaxies known.

“GLSB galaxies are spiral galaxies that
po! very diffuse or low surface
density stellar disks, yet they are
embedded within large neutral hydrogen
gas disks,” said Mousumi Das, a professor
at the Indian Institute of Astrophysics,
Bengaluru, who specialises in low-surface
brightness galaxies among other areas.

She added that the mass of black holes

at the centers of these galaxies is also
lower than usual, meaning they aren’t
fully evolved.

Given the various ways in which LSBs
deviate from the patterns that unite other
galaxies, astronomers have struggled to
understand them. Their simulations,
which are based on the standard model of
cosmology, predict these galaxies’
hydrogen content, the surface brightness
of their disks, and their density profiles —
only for them to be at odds with what
astronomers see in the data collected by
telescopes and observatories.

In science, such a disagreement means
the scientific theories are in some way
incomplete.

There are some ideas to resolve the
disagreement. Das offered one example:
“Previous studies have indicated that the
dark-matter halos surrounding these
galaxies spin more rapidly than
expected,” a process she likened to “how
clay behaves on a spinning potter’s wheel.
As the wheel turns, the clay spreads and
thins out. In the same way, as these
dark-matter halos rotate rapidly, the

ee

The mass of black holes at the centers
of these (GLSB) galaxies is also lower
than usual, meaning they aren’t fully
evolved

MOUSUMI DAS
Professor, Indian Institute of Astrophysics, Bengaluru

material within them expands outward,
creating a large, disk-like shape with a low
density,” and eventually GLSB galaxies.
“And their disks are not dense enough
to easily form stars.”
Studying GLSB galaxies in more detail
could help check whether this idea, and
others like it, could be true. This in turn
makes confirming whether newfound
galaxies like the Bullseye could be GLSB
galaxies in future more important.

New insight

The international team of researchers
reported that the size of the Bullseye
Galaxy’s extended disk and hydrogen
content relative to its stellar mass are
comparable to that of other GLSB
galaxies, and that it’s likely to become one
in future. But in their paper they were
also careful to add that more analysis is
still required.

Ms. Das said, “The transition from a
ringed galaxy to a GLSB galaxy is still a
theory that is being explored” and that
“past simulations have demonstrated that
some GLSB galaxies may have formed
from head-on collisions between disk
galaxies”, as in the Bullseye Galaxy’s case.
But she also said most GLSB galaxies are
found in isolation — i.e. not surrounded
by other galaxies nearby — making it less
likely for them to have experienced such
collisions. In other words, confirming
Bullseye’s candidacy as a pre-GLSB galaxy
is complicated.

A 10th ring?

At this moment, astronomers have an
opportunity to obtain the first direct
observational evidence of a collisional
ring galaxy turning into a GLSB galaxy —
or not.

Ms. Das expressed optimism because,
she said, the new study offers compelling
evidence of an evolutionary link between
the Bullseye Galaxy and GLSB galaxies.

The authors of the new study have also
said the Bullseye Galaxy may once have
had a 10th ring that has since faded. They
added that over billions of years following
the collision, the nine rings will also
slowly drift out and fade away, leaving
behind a GLSB galaxy.

Ms. Das added that more information
about the formation of GLSB galaxies
could reveal new insights into the
distribution of dark matter in the
universe. Eventually, “if the [current]
theoretical models are correct, we should
see GLSB-like galaxies in the results of
cosmological simulations.”

(Shreejaya Karantha is a freelance
science writer and a content writer and
research specialist at The Secrets of The
Universe. shreejayakaranth@gmail.com)

Bullseye! Galaxy with nine rings may reveal dark matter
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secrets
eH3MTS! ol Sedl aTell HTHIRFIT 3Tk AT F WEEAT HT FATR FI
Hahell &

A team of international researchers discovered a galaxy with nine
rings, which they called a “serendipitous discovery” since most
ringed galaxies have only two or three rings.

HAWTSAY Merharsit Hr v EF o 7@t Tedl arell TH TN FHr @it F,
oA 3l " whereremel @9 FgT FAIfF HTAFILr TAAHR HTHRIREEMHT
Fad al I1 il Teo AT B

e They confirmed eight rings using the Hubble Space Telescope and the ninth ring with
data from the W.M. Keck Observatory, Hawaii.

37giol gael TIH SANERIT & STV TS Teal b1 Iive 1 AR Al Sea T giee gars ua
$o¢, U, Feh dURATAT & ST H |

e The galaxy has been named LEDA 1313424, commonly called the Bullseye Galaxy.
S8 TR T LEDA 1313424 H1H &= 711 § 3R 38 AR W Jew3ns et e

ST 8

A thin trail of evidence

A I T Tlell @I

e Researchers found evidence that a blue dwarf galaxy passed through the center of the
Bullseye Galaxy about 50 million years ago.

eMershlT3iT AT Feet fer & T wan ool Slelt amarmeraiam & orarster 5 #03 a¥ wge o3

AT & chg T IR fohaT am|

e They reported a thin gas trail still connecting both galaxies despite being 130,000 light-
years apart (or 1.22 billion billion km).

Sogiet aaraT 3 T gaelt 3 Fr 3@ 37ef ot QAT IR A A W e, Fafh I

1,30,000 WahTer a¥ (3T 1.22 3R« 3R fawadt) T &1

e The Bullseye Galaxy is nearly 2.5 times larger than the Milky Way, with a diameter
of 2,50,000 light-years.

ouas AT, 2.5 AT 991 § A & 4, fSwehr s 2,50,000 FHTer-a¥ g

e The blue dwarf’s straight path through the Bullseye caused gas ripples, leading to new
star formation and the piling of stars into rings.
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ofrelT SlafT rTepTeraTeT hr Welt a1y o Jowras # | Ay AW 3cdeet i, foraw 7T ani 7
ﬁmﬁwgmamaﬁ Th gl Sool dallel ofdl|

e This ring formation took place over millions of years, without altering the orbits of
individual stars.

wwﬁwﬁﬁwmaﬁﬁgmwmmm@mmmaﬁgél
e Theringed structure will only exist for a short period, making this a rare and timely
observation.

Ig BEGR HIGAT Shdol M3 TAF & AT olt, forea 75 ve geher 3R worgaqer sraenset
e ST &

Clues to Dark Matter
STé HeT & AT

e The Bullseye Galaxy could evolve into a giant low surface-brightness (GLSB) galaxy,
which are key to studying dark matter.

Teu3Ts AaHt U ferrer Fa Wag-aaF aTelt (GLSB) ATHREEMT # [l &1 dhell 8,
i 3T& #HeT & eI & foIv FAgeaqut g

e Their findings were published in February in The Astrophysical Journal Letters.

3ofoh frsehy el g TERIhToIel STetel ded & JHIRId g

Cosmic Oddballs: The GLSB Galaxies
wm GLSB 3TIRIEETT

o GLSB galaxies contain very little star formation despite having huge hydrogen-filled
disks, creating a scientific paradox.

GLSB 3ThIRITI3 3 farITer gTggIsTel-#1X fBFF et & STaslg qgel FH R fAHTT {1 &,
forad te dafeieh AT 3cdef gar g

e These galaxies likely contain a large amount of dark matter, making them important for
cosmological studies.

ST 3TTHIFREMT H GHAT: ST HeT FH AT 31f0F 2T §, 0 I FeAET 3reTT=1 &
foIw Agcayot st &1

e They show a uniform mass distribution near the centre, unlike the standard
cosmological model which predicts dense cores.

STH g & ITH GHATT GeTATT Qa0 1T &, S ATF TeATRT ATS & Ta¥ dhgl T
Hfasaaroft & e 8|

e Malin 1, a GLSB galaxy, is about 6.5 times wider than the Milky Way and one of the
largest spiral galaxies known.
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ITHTREIMIT H I TH g
e According to Mousumi Das, a professor at the Indian Institute of Astrophysics, these
galaxies have diffuse stellar disks and large hydrogen gas disks.

AR @etter iifadhY Feaer it thaR Al g1 & 3TAR, 3T JThTREem3T H yaia
arr f3e 3R 99t grsiere 3 Bww g B

e She also stated that the black holes at their centers have lower mass, implying that
these galaxies are not fully evolved.

3egie I8 Y FET o Se7h g & U soleh 816 FT §edA FH 81T &, T9Y 9T Ieidm g
o 3 JrehrerETaTT gt e fashfa widi g3 €

Challenges in Understanding LSB Galaxies

LSB T3 FY §Hster # gatfaat

e Due to the various ways in which LSB (Low Surface Brightness) galaxies differ from
other galaxies, astronomers have struggled to understand them.

I LSB (% Hg THS aTel) HREEIT 3 HTHIRRENHT 8 Fg g § 3ol gl ¢,
SATAIT TITIIE] T S THSAA H PSS g5 &
e Simulations based on the standard model of cosmology predict their hydrogen

content, surface brightness, and density profiles, but these predictions do not match
observational data.

seATs e & Aad Aiser I TR AN 3ol gT8gister AL, Helg 1 T,
3R geTcq Norge i wfasgarht Fa &, dfra I sfasaarforr demofir ser & A 8! @l

¢ In science, such mismatches indicate that the scientific theories are incomplete.

1T 7, 30 IR & Ael o TTet T AT 81T § o dfera fagyia ey &

Possible Explanation: Spinning Dark-Matter Halos

Fefare SaTEAn. gAd U ST AT g

o One idea suggests that dark-matter halos around these galaxies spin faster than
expected.

T FI I § o ST 3TeRIeiammait & I 37 & ST HeX Selie 3r9eT & dsf afa @ g7
gl

e This process is similar to how clay behaves on a spinning potter’s wheel — as it
spins, it spreads and thins out.

IE Ffshar 38T €1 & S 91 T gt fRedt — S-S I8 g &, I8 theret 3R gt
gl STl B
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o Similarly, fast-rotating dark-matter halos cause the material inside to expand outward,
forming a large, disk-like structure with low density, leading to GLSB galaxies.

S R, AT N A AT GU 3T HET golrd IR AHIA 7 AT 1 3R ot & fow

GLSB 3THTEENT Jecil & |
e These disks are not dense enough to allow easy star formation.

Y faTF s WO 81 81 o ST 3= & aR &7 Toh |

Studying GLSB Galaxies Further
GLSB 3MTTRRIIHT &7 31T 37eqdeT

e Further study could confirm if this and similar theories are valid.
313 T 3TEATA UG Yo X Hebel & foh Tg 3R 3¢ g & i @er & ar=1di|

e This makes confirming whether galaxies like the Bullseye Galaxy could evolve into
GLSB galaxies more important.

S TE T AT 3R Ageaqur g S1ren & o o gewans dterard Sidt st GLSB
ITHTAETIM3T 3 ST Gardl &

New Insight from Bullseye Galaxy

qowa$ et F T gfeeaoT

o Researchers reported that the size of Bullseye Galaxy’s extended disk and its
hydrogen content relative to stellar mass are similar to other GLSB galaxies.

M3 o T foh gewams A i fFeaRa BeF 1 3R 3k sudh ardr
GSIAT & WTIAET TSIl ATHA 37T GLSB ATHRETMHT & HATA ¢

e This suggests itis likely to become a GLSB galaxy in the future.
Ig Tohd oaT & b I8 #1fasT & GLSB 3MHIRAIE 9T bl &
o However, the researchers noted that more analysis is needed.

gTellfon, eNErshan3it «f Ig of et 6 3R 31 Rredrwor it smaeawar g

Transition from Ringed Galaxy to GLSB Galaxy

TR A ¥ GLSB o & gRad=

e Ms. Das said this transition is still a developing theory.
A & & gl o g TRacter 373 o veh Raeflre 8Y ve1 Riquia &1

e Past simulations have shown that some GLSB galaxies formed from head-on
collisions between disk galaxies, similar to the Bullseye case.
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ool eI @ Il =l § % F& GLSB HHREENT 35 e A sra-grae
$r TFH J gar of, ém%gwaﬁ#mﬁﬁgwl

However, most GLSB galaxies exist in isolation, making such collisions less likely.
gTelifeh, 31T GLSB HTHIRFIINT Thid & IT$ AT §, Saw 0Y carahl ot waiaa &t
ST &

Thus, confirming Bullseye as a pre-GLSB galaxy is complex.

SHTAT, JEH3NTS HT Teh G4-GL SB HTHFRETN & &9 H S ket fee g

A Possible 10th Ring?
HHad: SHAT oI ?

Astronomers now have a chance to get the first direct evidence of a collisional ring
galaxy evolving into a GLSB galaxy.

379 @INATIET & UTH Ueh TFh ¥ T TIATHR IFH & GLSB Faad) 7 aeaar &1 gdr

TcF&T YHTOT YTCd et T 3T gl

Ms. Das expressed optimism, saying the study shows strong evidence of an
evolutionary link between Bullseye and GLSB galaxies.

G T o T SqF hY, Tg Fedd §U o 3T 7 Fowas 3R GLSB mehrersiamait
i RerTcAs HaY &1 AT TATT AT 2

Researchers believe the Bullseye Galaxy may have had a 10th ring that has now
faded.

QMETRATHT T HTT ¢ o ow3ms AAFw & gga qwaT Tory g1 Fehell AT, S 319 e gt
gl

Over billions of years, the existing nine rings will also drift outward and fade,
leaving behind a GLSB galaxy.

3EY aut J adHTT & At e o argT A 3T e 3 - e &) e, IR NS v
GLSB et 18 Srwef

Significance for Dark Matter Studies

3Teh HeX IeTTT & fAv Agea

More insights into the formation of GLSB galaxies can help reveal new patterns in
the distribution of dark matter.

GLSB TRAEEM3T & AT Sr 318 ST & 316 #eX & faavor & av dea g 3
gHd 8l

If current theoretical models are correct, GLSB-like galaxies should also appear in
cosmological simulations.
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I acarer Beuifaes Alser #EY €, A GLSB St TRy seAid fsgerers # off

fe@rs &= |

Dark Matter

ST A

- Visible matter does not have enough gravitational strength to hold galaxies together.
TR Uiy T SBTRAATIS &) U 1Y T & o vt Teearedur 9 -6l gl g

« Scientists believe that there is matter in the universe that does not interact with
electromagnetic radiation but has mass.

AT &1 AT § o saris & T werd Aipe 7 o fagya Jawsty fafeor & wry Tud =&
BT AT ST FSH BIelT 31

« This matter is called dark matter.

39 uerd &1 ST AeR gl o1l 3|
Dark Energy

« We know that the universe has been expanding since the Big Bang. This expansion is
supported by a few evidences.

B 9 § [ serie ot fawar uftran famr 91 & q1e 9 oR 81 39 fawaR &1 99 3o wiedl 9
Bl &1

- The expansion of the universe, supported by observations such as the Redshift (decrease in
frequency or increase in wavelength) of light from distant galaxies and the cosmic
microwave background radiation, suggests that the universe has been expanding since the
Big Bang.

Y SHIRAIST ¥ 3T arelt A H YRR (3mafy & wet a1 w1 <ef A ) ok wires
HIZHIAd IHASS ST S 3dcihd 59 1 DI I B & b saiis &t fawar ufsean
¥ & se I IR R

« We find a faint glow of radiation that fills the entire universe. It is called cosmic
microwave background radiation.

& saite # el U g fafur aue el 31 39 PIRA® AIgHIda IHUTSS ST Hal
iG]

« It is considered a remnant of intense heat that existed shortly after the Big Bang.

2 fa 971 & 91 52 gU ofid ST & 3G & ¥ H AT o1 5 |

« Many scientists thought that expansion should slow down because of attractive forces
among galaxies, but to their surprise they found an accelerated rate of expansion.

B3 IFADT BT AT UT fb MBTRATTSH & o SThdor gt b HRUN fodR &1 7fg et 8
S AfRT, Wfe T snefemes &0 ¥ 3giA Ui i fawdR dshl & 9 Y81 8|

« Dark Energy is a term that explains this accelerated rate of expansion, but we do not
understand its nature as of now.

39 delt ¥ fawaR &1 e & iU ST TSl Wea o1 U fobal SirdT &, aifcbT g9 3l aeb
S TP B! 78T IH U S|

* Roughly 68% of the matter-energy in the universe is dark energy, 27% is dark matter,
and only about 5% is visible matter.

aaigg"rwwzf-wrfaﬂaﬂwes%:ﬂ%@ﬁ 27% T AR 3R Had 5% & TYHTT
gl gl
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QUIZ

Key Biological Facts

Agcaqur Stfd® aea

o The first lifeforms on Earth to produce oxygen were Cyanobacteria.
qeaT W HIFHISTT Scdeet Hlet aTol 9ga S AraataFerar |

e Therock formations created by cyanobacteria forming layered mats are called
Stromatolites.

AEATSFERAT SART T4TE ITE TAGR Tt 1 FIAAT3T FT FTHASTAEEH Fgl ST &
e Archaea are hardy microbes from which eukaryotes evolved.

3TRRAT 3 =1 Faasha & a8 IPRATEH fawfad gul
e The appropriate adjective used for the Ginkgo biloba tree is Living fossil.

fatenY forettar 93 & fore 3ugera faRivor  farfder wifdrer (shfaa sfare) g1
e The world’s most massive living organism is the Honey fungus.

gfera &1 wa frener Shfde S &= worer 81
e Tardigrade.

QIEDE]
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Tiny Device Enhances Pacemaker’s Abilities

BIET 3YHTOT JHART Y &THAIINT F) To1dT &

Tiny device
enhances
pacemaker’s
abilities

Scientists at Northwestern University in
the U.S. have engineered a pacemaker
smaller than a grain of rice. The makers of
the device say it can be implanted in a
non-invasive procedure and that it doesn’t
need an external power source to
operate. The team published its paper in
Nature on April 2.

The device opens the possibility of
replacing other, more cumbersome
medical procedures, especially for infants
born with congenital heart disease and
people recovering from cardiac surgery.

People who have just undergone heart
surgery need temporary pacemakers — as
do infants born with congenital heart
disorders. Both groups are prone to
declining cardiac health and slow heart
rates for some time.

The biggest highlight of the new device
is its small size — so small that its
developers have said it can simply be
injected into the heart. While scientists at
Oklahoma University had previously built
a small pacemaker, the new one from
Northwestern University is reportedly
smaller by 2.5 times.

A traditional temporary pacemaker
requires invasive open heart or
endovascular surgical methods to both

The new device has been made
with bioresorbable materials,
meaning that after the required
duration, the pacemaker simpl
dissolves into the tissue, causin

no harm to the person

implant and remove.,

In the four to seven days when the
pacemaker is required, electrodes in
larger devices also have to be integrated
with the tissue, rendering their removal a
non-trivial procedure for the patient. In
fact, this procedure has been known to
increase the risk of infections, internal
bleeding or sometimes even death.

The new device has been made with
bioresorbable materials, meaning that
after the required duration, the
pacemaker simply dissolves into the
tissue, causing no harm to the person.

It has two electrodes on the
bottom-most of its multiple functional
layers. They interact with the body’s
fluids to convert chemical energy into
electrical energy, like how a car battery
does but at a much smaller scale. This is
its power source.

Once the pacemaker is injected into
the body, the patient wears a patch on the
outside of the chest that relays signals to
the device. If the patch detects any
irregularities in the heart rate, an LED
attached to it flashes infrared light at the
rate at which the heart ought to beat. The
pacemaker receives these light signals and
adjusts its signals.

Infrared light passes through the body
pretty easily — it’s the same wavelength of
light pulse oximeters used to elucidate
blood oxygen levels, for example.

The researchers measured the delay
between the flashes and the readjustment
to be 25 microseconds, “far beyond the
requirements for cardiac pacing,” per
their paper.

The researchers said many of these
little pacemakers could be placed along
the heart’s walls to help pace the organ at
multiple points. They were able to test
and confirm the usefulness of the device
in adult hound dogs, rats, and pigs as well
as in donated human hearts.

(Navaneeth Krishna V. is an
undergraduate research student at IISER
Pune. navaneeth.krishnav
@students.iiserpune.ac.in)

published in Nature on April 2.
=g AT 9T T 2 I T =T ITART H ThTiAd foram arm |

Medical Importance and Target Groups

fafrcadhra #gca 3 aféra aogg
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Scientists at
Northwestern
University (U.S.) have
developed a
pacemaker smaller
than a grain of rice.

YF AT HARHT Y
AT gAafid &
dnfasl o g F g &
st Brer THAFT FwfT
foar 21

e The device can be implanted
through a non-invasive
procedure and does not need
an external power source to
operate.

g 3RO IR-3TehTHS TR
& ATEIH I IR fomar o
ThaT & 3R 38 F1H A & fow
N FAT WA HT TIRIRAT AT
gl

e The research paper was
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e The device could replace more cumbersome medical procedures, especially for
infants with congenital heart disease and patients recovering from cardiac
surgery.

Ig 3TYRVT TAAY §F @ Aol g6 W1 & N3 Rrepant 3R g7 e RfFwr d sww
et & fav sfea Rifdcar ufiFranit i sga o gl

e Both these groups often need temporary pacemakers due to slow heart rates and
declining cardiac health.

o1 a1t gl ht 31T el e a1fay 3R PRl e T & T reumlt duaAe &
3aeTHAT &It

Highlight: Extremely Small Size
HET FAAYAT: 3rcdd BT JFR

e The new pacemaker is so tiny that it can be injected directly into the heart.
g AT A Sclell BIET ¢ Toh 30 WY g&T A goidre fohdT ST TohcT ¢ |

e ltis 2.5times smaller than the previous small pacemaker developed at Oklahoma
University.

g 3NFATRIAT (A # [ o ol TqdeR & 2.5 1 BT &

Problems with Traditional Pacemakers
IRIRE THAST T FAEATT

o Traditional pacemakers require open-heart or endovascular surgeries to implant and
remove.

URARE THAST Bl FeARITI 3R ehrerat & foIT et g1¢ a1 TSanego Horll &1

TR gicil 1
o Electrodes in such devices integrate with heart tissue within 4—7 days, making removal
difficult and risky.

U 3TN & SoiFers 4 8 7 Rl # g7 & Fash & Y 53 A1 8, o184 So¢ Aehrora
FSeT 3R ANFHSRT & a8

e This process can increase the risk of infection, internal bleeding, or even death.

T TshaT HHHOT, AR IFAATG, IT Tgi eh Toh Heg o STGH Hl el Fehell 8|

Bioresorbable Material and Safe Dissolution

e The new pacemaker is made of bioresorbable materials, so it dissolves into the tissue

after use, causing no harm.
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3R g THHT g1 TgaTe|

Self-powered Through Body Fluids
R & AT A FIF FaAT YT HIeAT

e Two electrodes at the bottom of the device interact with body fluids to convert
chemical energy into electrical energy.

f3arsd & ferrer #1197 # & gAFeIs &1 & oI ARR & aXall o ATy UfAfhdT X IWHEAS FolT
1 fagga Fa A Sgad g

o It works like a car battery, but on a much smaller scale.
I T R def HI TRE F1F Fa1 &, dAfea g & Bl TR W

External Chest Patch and Infrared Signaling

T STt 9T U 3R SPRE T

o After injection, the patient wears a patch on the chest that communicates with the
pacemaker.

ST oh d1G, AT AT BT W Tk I IgaTdl & I THHP & AT Xl g

o If any heart rate irregularity is detected, the patch flashes infrared light at the desired
rate.

e g a1fa & F1$ 29 U F1AT &, O T8 T 39S AT T SHIRS ThIer THBIAT ¢ |

e The pacemaker receives these light signals and adjusts accordingly.

UEHST SoT FahTer Tl bl JTC T & IR 3 & HTAR AT AT B

Efficiency and Response Time

&7 ar 3R gfafhar a5

e The response delay between light flash and adjustment is only 25 microseconds.
YTl THS 3 AT & g i gfaferar &3 shaer 25 ABHRISS B
e This delay is much faster than required for normal cardiac pacing.

g Y ATHT g I1fa [Ad=es &1 3maedshar ¥ off sy a1 &1

Multi-point Heart Support
Tad & F$ fewal # ggraan
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e Multiple such tiny pacemakers can be placed on different parts of the heart wall.
VT F3 B WA FT g6 A1 SR F e BEat ) 9mam 5 Iehar 2

e The device was successfully tested on hound dogs, rats, pigs, and even donated
human hearts.

$H 3T T Aol TIETOT §T38 Fell, T, Y3l AR Igi e o et v arw aArerer gt
9 &Y foram arm|
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s India and China mark 75 years of
diplomatic ties, we find ourselves not
merely at a commemorative milestone
but also at a pivotal juncture in Asian
and global geopolitics. The relationship, once
rooted in idealistic visions of Asian solidarity, has
become a tightrope walk across a landscape
defined by contested borders, strategic rivalry
and deep mistrust. Yet, it is also a relationship
layered with opportunities for cooperation,
economic interdependence and a shared
responsibility for regional stability.

The ‘China lens’, the challenge

At the heart of this complex engagement is the
stark reality that China is today the single most
influential external factor shaping India’s foreign
policy. From border infrastructure to trade
diversification and defence cooperation, nearly
every strategic decision India makes is filtered
through the “China lens”. It is a structural
challenge — one that requires us to balance
deterrence with dialogue, sovereignty with
economic interdependence, and competition
with calibrated coexistence.

The 1962 war remains a traumatic marker in
our bilateral history, reinforced in 2020 by the
deadly Galwan Valley clash, which reopened old
wounds and catalysed a shift in India’s China
policy. No longer can engagement paper over our
fundamental differences. The Line of Actual
Control (LAC) remains tense, heavily militarised
and vulnerable to miscalculation. Over 60,000
troops are now permanently deployed in Eastern
Ladakh, while both countries continue to fortify
infrastructure on their respective sides.

Yet, military vigilance is only one piece of the
puzzle. India’s trade imbalance with China
touched almost $100 billion in 2024-25; yet,
Beijing is one of India’s largest trading partners.
Despite efforts to ban Chinese apps and restrict
certain investments, we remain economically
entangled. Our dependence on Chinese
components in sectors such as pharmaceuticals
and electronics highlights a paradox: we deter at
the border but depend on the marketplace. Full
decoupling is neither feasible nor desirable in the
short term.

This is why India’s approach has evolved into
what can best be described as “competitive
coexistence”. We seek to compete with China in
defence, infrastructure and regional influence,
while maintaining enough engagement given the
constraints of economic decoupling. On
platforms such as BRICS and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO), India and China
engage as equals. In the Quad (Australia, India,
Japan, the U.S.), India partners with like-minded
democracies to uphold a free and open
Indo-Pacific. The key lies in maintaining agency
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Nirupama Rao

is a former
Foreign Secretary

As India and
China mark 75
vears of
bilateral ties,
New Delhi and
Beijing need to
adopt a model
of ‘competitive
coexistence’,
with military,
diplomatic, and
economic
guardrails

and ensuring control over potentially adversarial
situations. Our neighbourhood reflects the
intensity of this competition. China’s growing
footprint in South Asia — from the Hambantota
Port in Sri Lanka to the Pokhara Airport in Nepal
and large infrastructure loans in the Maldives —
has challenged India’s traditional role as the
regional anchor. While India has responded with
development aid, defence cooperation, and
connectivity projects, and demonstrating its
effectiveness as first-responder in times of crisis,
it must now go beyond reactive diplomacy to
proactive, long-term engagement that wins
hearts, not just headlines.

The recent remarks made by Bangladesh’s
interim leader Mohammad Yunus in Beijing —
highlighting India’s northeast as landlocked —
were diplomatically charged. Although
geographically accurate, the setting and subtext
have raised concerns in New Delhi. Comments
such as these reinforce China’s strategic framing
and underline the urgency for India to close
infrastructure gaps, build trust with neighbours,
and present itself as an even more reliable and
responsive regional partner. Influence today is as
much about narratives as it is about roads and
ports.

The America factor

India’s position on China is further complicated
by the return of Donald Trump to the White
House. Mr. Trump’s second term has revived
unilateralism, weakened multilateralism, and
sharpened U.S.-China rivalry. India may well find
itself under pressure to align more closely with
Washington, especially in defence cooperation
and Indo-Pacific security. Yet, we must tread
carefully. Strategic autonomy remains India’s
north star — and deeper ties with the U.S. must be
balanced with the need to manage any
boiling-over of antagonism with China.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s remarks on
the Lex Fridman podcast in March 2025 signalled
a subtle recalibration. By evoking ancient
India-China synergy and emphasising dialogue,
he articulated a vision of “healthy competition”
and mutual growth. While some see this as
conciliatory, it is better understood as strategic
storytelling — a message to Beijing that India is
open to engagement, a signal to Washington of
independent judgement, and a reassurance to
domestic audiences of a steady hand at the helm.

China’s response was positive. Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning and state media
welcomed Mr. Modi’s “pragmatic approach”,
reinforcing a rare moment of diplomatic
alignment. Verification patrolling along the LAC
resumed in January 2025, signalling tentative
steps toward de-escalation. China has agreed to
hold an early meeting of the Expert Level

9971932488
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Mechanism on hydrological data-sharing on
rivers, and discussions are underway to reopen
the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra and restart direct
flights. These may appear symbolic, but they
indicate that both sides are testing waters for
limited rapprochement — what one might call a
thaw without illusions.

However, the underlying risks remain
unchanged. The planned dam by China on the
Yarlung Tsangpo (the Brahmaputra) near
Arunachal Pradesh has rekindled concerns about
ecological security and water weaponisation.
India has no water-sharing treaty with China, and
transparency remains low. The potential for
mismanagement — or deliberate manipulation
of water flows presents a new dimension to the
bilateral equation, one where sovereignty,
environment, and mis-trust intersect in volatile
ways.

The framework of a China policy

India’s China policy must therefore rest on four
pillars: military readiness, economic
diversification, diplomatic engagement, and
narrative control. We must deter without
provoking, trade without depending, and ensure
skilful negotiation to safeguard interests. This
demands sharper strategic communication, faster
execution of regional projects, and a foreign
policy mindset that thinks in decades, not just
headlines. As India’s Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri recently said, the “three mutuals™

respect, sensitivity, and interest — must guide our
way forward.

In a recent oped in The Straits Times (April 10,
2025), this writer had proposed that India and
China embrace a model of “competitive
coexistence” — not to downplay our rivalry, but to
manage it responsibly. Asia can no longer rely
solely on U.S. leadership in an era of global
disruption. It needs a home-grown security
architecture where India and China act as
custodians of stability. For that, we must build
guardrails — military, diplomatic, and economic —
to prevent friction from becoming fire.

As we mark 75 years of bilateral ties, let us not
be bound by nostalgia or ceremony. This is a
moment for strategy, not sentiment. India’s goal
must be clear: to define its place in a world
reshaped by flux, rivalry, and shifting alliances.
China will remain a structural challenge — but it is
also a mirror, forcing us to confront our
capabilities, choices, and ambitions. In that
mirror, we must see not a straitjacket, but an
opportunity for India to lead.

(Adapted from the Gaston Sigur Memorial
Lecture delivered by the writer at the Elliott School
of International Affairs, George Washington
University, Washington DC, on April 15, 2025)
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India, China at 75 — a time for strategy, not sentiment

HRA-HVeT & 75 ¥ — 19T oAg1, 0TI T TAT

Strategic crossroad at 75 years of ties

75 T &Y ArEeR R WEifas Al

e AsIndia and China mark 75 years of diplomatic ties, the relationship has moved
beyond celebration into a crucial phase of Asian and global geopolitics.

oI R 3R et 3190 75 Tt i Feah o Frer) 1 sTes 711 3@ ¢, a9« T8 Rear
vfram$ 3k &Raw sp-Trerehfer & U Agcayel His W ugd gH |

e What began as a vision of Asian solidarity has turned into a tightrope walk defined by
contested borders, strategic rivalry, and mistrust.

i e3TTd H TRIATE vahar I Foder oY, ag 319 Rarfea e, wreifas sfaeagfaar
3R rfarearw & 1Y HoleT ATE T RAT 9 1S §

o Despite challenges, the relationship also holds opportunities for cooperation,
economic ties, and a shared responsibility for regional stability.

ol el & aTasje a8 Redm wgaer, s waut 3k arg fFurar 6 arsh Sesedt &
3T 8 eIl AT & |

The ‘China lens’, the challenge

et 1 g — T et

e China has become the most influential external factor shaping India’s foreign policy.
e, o7 T fader A sl 3R ot aTell Ha@ THTaRITel ATl FRF &1 Johl &

e From border infrastructure to trade and defence, almost every Indian strategic move
is now viewed through a "China lens".

AT = T T IR 3R T8 I, R & 1897 &Y 0T e 0T ahr 37e " fieT #Y
T A W ST &

e This structural challenge demands a balance of deterrence with dialogue, sovereignty
with interdependence, and competition with coexistence.

AT & e FereT T AT A B

Legacy of conflict and current tensions

ey & favaa 3t ad#@e aae

e The 1962 war and the 2020 Galwan Valley clash have left deep scars and caused a
shift in India’s China policy.
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1962 T & X 2020 Y Irerarer ¥t Y HFT = g IE BT ¢ 3R 7R v ey hifey &

T ST B |
e The Line of Actual Control (LAC) remains tense, heavily militarised, and at risk of
miscalculation.

arEata® fAg=or @1 (LAC) 3137 off qetraqut, ¥+ ¥ @ ASrqd 3R Irere 31T &
Sf@H & o1l g3 81

e Over 60,000 Indian troops are permanently deployed in Eastern Ladakh, with both
sides enhancing infrastructure.

60,000 ¥ 3rfarF TRl Afaret &t gt ereare & Tl Qe & 3R QT der 3raeh-3me
A S Y ASTIT FL L 8

Economic paradox and strategic entanglement

e A 3R wEifas seeme

¢ India’s trade imbalance with China reached almost $100 billion in 2024-25.
H T SITYR =TT AT & TTT 2024-25 F =TT $100 ﬁmwamqurw%l

o Despite efforts like banning Chinese apps and restricting investments, economic ties
remain strong and interdependent.

el o ax gfaerr 3R faaer @t & aasyg, 3nfds d@ae Feqy 3 R R s
Ul

e India’s dependence on Chinese components in pharmaceuticals and electronics
creates a paradox — military deterrence vs market reliance.

garsal 3R gaFeliasy & R $r Dl gesh! I fAshar ve Ry sard § — daAr
9 AHYH 3R TR 7 Aeiar|

“Competitive coexistence” — the emerging approach

“gfaeatt gg-31feaca” — 33 wifa

e India’s strategy has evolved into competitive coexistence, balancing competition with
pragmatic engagement.

HR T 0Tt 3 wfaeaelt wg-3rf¥aca &1 37 5¢ T 8, STe1 wfawqut 3R saraeis
AT & oIl Tl &

¢ India competes with China in defence, infrastructure, and regional influence, while
still engaging on platforms like BRICS and SCO.

TR T, & faATor 3R &3 yana 7 e @ wfaeaat war g, 31w arer g faag 3tk
THHIST SR FAT WX wEAer off AT B

e Inthe Quad (India, U.S., Japan, Australia), India works with like-minded democracies
to secure a free Indo-Pacific.
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FATS (TR, ARG, ST, HEETAAT) 7 HRA FATT AARURT ared Aeheal & A1 HFd
£31- 3T & fov Fry T B

South Asia — a contested neighbourhood

gfayor vfirRm — we yfaeasf w2

e China’s growing presence in South Asia — like at Hambantota (Sri Lanka), Pokhara
(Nepal), and infrastructure loans in Maldives — has challenged India’s traditional role.

gfaror ofdrar 7 et i Tedt suRYfa — S gFasrerer (e, W@ (FuTe), 3R AT
# gAY aTaT HOT — F HRA H IRIRE AT FY oA & B

+ India has responded with development aid, defence ties, and crisis response but now
needs a proactive, long-term strategy.

R o AT WgraaT, &I GgAer, 3R 3mger yfafshar & sare e &, dfehst 39 v
s 3R SeiFfas o $r smaeTsar gl

Diplomatic narratives and regional influence

TSRS FUHS T =T IHT

e Recent remarks by Bangladesh’s interim leader Mohammad Yunus in Beijing, calling
India’s northeast landlocked, were diplomatically sensitive.

SNfSier & FreeTeer F FEAES AT AGFAG eI 1 g1 feeqult & 8T T qafe of:
ITASA &, Tt i T § Fagarefiar w

e Though factually correct, the timing and location raised strategic concerns in New
Delhi.

glenifer I sflanfors w0 @ wEY 21, AfeheT 3uh wegfar 3R ¥urer & 78 el 7 wreifaw
e 1 S e

e These comments strengthen China’s strategic framing and show the need for India to
close infrastructure gaps, build trust, and be seen as a reliable regional partner.

58 OXE 1 feafOrat et 7 Torehifas \ra &1 AT &t ¢ 3R AR & fore s
FiAAl F gT FA, THAAT & forearwr aema, 3R Reawelir AEieR 9o 6 ST
@ 81

e Influence today is as much about narratives as it is about infrastructure.

3Ter yo1g A eramrd e @ 781, afcs Fues s aagar

The America Factor

IANET FT IHT
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e India’s position on China has become more complex with the return of Donald Trump
to the White House.

TgISE E13W A BelTes T A A & AT I a7 o Fufa 3k afea gy a1 g

o His second term has led to a rise in unilateralism, a weakening of multilateralism, and
an increase in U.S.-China rivalry.

31T GERT HIAHTT THATHIAIG & o1, @W?W@ﬁaﬁ?mihﬂ
yfag@efadr & ol glel o1 HROT =11 & |

e India might face pressure to align more closely with the U.S., especially in defence
cooperation and Indo-Pacific security.

R IR T&TT WeaT 3R gat-Af AT et # 3mRet & ary srftrs Aeear o= &1 g
9s HhdT g

e However, India must proceed with caution, as strategic autonomy remains its guiding
principle.
gTcIfeh, 3T T ATAHTST & T 96T G1eT A Teh (VT eleh FATAACT 3T JH T ARGS
Rewid 8|

Modi’s Podcast Remarks

A Y Irspree feoaforar

e In March 2025, PM Narendra Modi spoke on the Lex Fridman podcast, signaling a
subtle change in tone.

AT 2025 # NUH a8 A o Lex Fridman YE&RE W dTdad $ld gv ogol 7 Ueh FEA
SCoTd T Hohd f&aT|

e He invoked ancient India-China synergy and highlighted dialogue and mutual growth
as key elements.

3egiot WTeeT HRA-eT FHSET T e T HR HaTg TUT wEa R o1 wo7@ doa

AT

e This was seen as strategic storytelling — showing openness to Beijing, independence
to Washington, and stability to domestic audiences.

S8 Ueh T Fglell Hgal & & A @1 a7 — AfSiar & ufy geiva, aifiares & ufar
T Arer 3T Te] geTeht T FERAT T e er ot & &9 |

China’s Positive Response

et FY FFRTIcAS Ffafsrar

e China welcomed Modi’s pragmatic approach through its Foreign Ministry and state
media.

et o AIEY & AR g fCeahIoT oh1 FaTaTeT fFeer HArer iR Uo7 AfFar & Aregs @
T
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e InJanuary 2025, verification patrolling resumed along the LAC, signaling tentative
de-escalation.

STerall 2025 H LAC T Hedmae R fHY & ¥ €3, S FaTfad dira & ) 7 Tehel &

e China agreed to an early Expert Level Mechanism meeting on hydrological data-
sharing, and discussions started on reopening the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra and
direct flights.

AT oF STl HTHST-WIHATHIOT W FAAT TR T 35 & i 3191 X TgAfa & 3R
HT AAUA T AR HWefy 331 A7 Y & Y& et T =l YE Es|

e These steps are largely symbolic, but suggest both countries are exploring limited
rapprochement.

A FeH AEI: TdIHIcHF &, Afehed Tg Tehe ol ¢ Tob Sl o2r AT Ae-Frema & ey
SEIEERES

The Water Security Risk
STel &I T AEH

o Despite signs of dialogue, risks remain. China’s planned dam on the Yarlung
Tsangpo (Brahmaputra) near Arunachal Pradesh has raised concerns.

HATE & Hehell & STa9[G, sﬂﬁwaﬁg&r%l FTUTES F&A & T IR H9TAT (FEAYH) W
et T fuiRa arer f=iar &1 sRoT & |

o India has no water-sharing treaty with China, and transparency remains very low.
IR B et & A g Srer-Faeor @ AT & AR arefRiar sga F4 g1

e The potential for water mismanagement or manipulation poses a fresh strategic risk.
STl YaTE Y ASTEN AT ATAGFHRT @B hl FHTAAT Teh 7T I0TaATTcteh TeRT TEJT il &

India’s China Policy Framework

AR I et Afa &1 2=

e India’s China policy must be based on four pillars: military readiness, economic
diversification, diplomatic engagement, and narrative control.

SR Fr AT AT A IR TA8T R 3MRT g1 Tfipw: A= S, s Rfgefsor,
Tt #mefier, 3R gerer fazr=or|

e« We must deter without provoking, trade without overdependence, and negotiate
skillfully.

g ToretT SHATT Aehet, f9aTT 3rcaflres fAsiaT & TR Xar 3R Frererdr & arceiid el
IR

e This requires faster execution of regional projects and strategic communication with
long-term vision.
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5% fov el et #1 a9 frareaas 3R Sdefos gitcaior & Torehifas avyor

T B

e As Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri said, India must move forward based on three
mutuals — respect, sensitivity, and interest.

ST T faeer T Awd AW 3 g7, 9Ra 1 e et — 31eT, Faeareierdr, 3 R
& YR 9T 3T §Ga1 18 T|

Competitive Coexistence as a Model

TTETcA® Wg-31dca U AT & T &

« A model of “competitive coexistence” has been proposed — not to ignore rivalry but
to manage it responsibly.

“FoeficHe HE-31eded” 1 Teh Alsel FEATTA R IR-AT § — FTdegaiddr sl FoR37arst
el & ToIT o181, dfcsh faFATRINds Jaus i & fov)

e Asia cannot depend only on U.S. leadership in a time of global flux.
dfRge aRade & Tag 7 vl aer IARET Aqed W R 18 @ Feva|

¢ India and China must develop their own security architecture and act as stability

custodians.
HRA 3R <eT T 3T GR&TT ST T T e glam X FFuwar & war o affaenr
IGEIGIEIE

e We must build guardrails — military, diplomatic, and economic — to avoid
escalation.

gH Ao, oAt 3R 3T GRaT & Sere giet ofifeh cfafra bt dget & AT oI Hah |

Looking Ahead: Strategy Over Sentiment
T FY TG AT AGT T

e Aswe mark 75 years of diplomatic ties, India must prioritise strategy over sentiment.
EAR 75 TuT & ASIATAR FaEY o TAT T AR HT HIGAT Y ST I0TA I AT Hhdr
ol fRT|

e India’s aim should be to define its place in a changing world marked by rivalries and
shifting alliances.

HR H1 35527 Yfaeaefaar AR Teea Toatr=t & o Feerd) gfaar 7 3r9eh S11g a
AT glaAT AR

e China will remain a structural challenge, but also a mirror reflecting India’s
capabilities and ambitions.

e Ueh FRATCHS el ST TG, Afehl AT €Y Tg R T &THAATIAT A ITRT&TIIHT Y
el arel g¥or 81
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e Inthat mirror lies opportunity, not limitation.

39 gUuT & WATT AT, 3gu B &

DPATRIOTICIAS

New pathways for India’s creative economy

D

ew countries have a unique history of
F innovations and creativity that changed the

world. Yet, India’s tryst with creativity and
innovation ranges from the arts to science, from
metallurgy to medicine, from astronomy and
much more. As India works towards becoming a
$5 trillion economy, it needs to rejig its approach
to innovations, supported by creativity at all
levels.

Globally, in 2022, exports of creative services
surged to $1.4 trillion, marking a 29% increase
since 2017. Creative goods exports also
experienced a 19% rise, reaching $713 billion.
Collectively, the creative economy generates
annual revenues exceeding $2 trillion and
supports nearly 50 million jobs worldwide.

According to the United Nations Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) report on the creative
economy, Creative Economy Outlook 2024, three
sectors are the main contributors of the creative
economy (2022): software services (41.3%),
research and development (30.7%), advertising,
market research and architecture (15.5%).

India’s creative economy has also
demonstrated significant contributions. In 2019,
creative goods and services exports totalled about
$121 billion, with creative services accounting for
nearly $100 billion. The design segment alone
represented 87.5% of creative goods exports,
while arts and crafts contributed around 9%.

As of 2024, India’s creative industry is valued
at $30 billion and employs about 8% of the
country’s working population. Creative exports
grew by 20% in the previous year, generating
more than $11 billion.

Creativity in creative economy

While investments into traditional creative
economic sectors are booming in a country such
as India, we still need to explore ways of being
more creative and innovative to take the
economic gains to new horizons, especially at the
grass-root levels. This will ensure that such
creations and innovations help local people. This
will be a disruptive approach to promoting local
economies. Research has shown that creativity

Balakrishna
Pisupati

is the Country Head of
the United Nations
Environment
Programme, India,
and a member of
Team UN India

India needs
investments to
bridge the gap
between
creativity and
innovation; the
spotlight needs
to focus on the
grass-roots level

can be segmented into four types: deliberate and
emotional; deliberate and cognitive; spontaneous
and emotional, and spontaneous and cognitive.
Creativity can be endogenous - triggered by
one’s own thoughts or imagination or exogenous
— that is externally induced. It can be manifested
concurrently or only episodically such as in crises
or extreme climate events.

A significant part of local innovations falls into
deliberate and cognitive as well as the
spontaneous and cognitive segments.

Creativity precedes innovation. While
creativity can be individual-based, innovation can
be bootstrapped but needs an institution to
support its scale or formalisation.

In a country such as India, enormous creativity
exists but such creativity is not translated into
innovation many a time. Creators come up with
ideas while innovators translate the ideas into
products and services. We need investments to
bridge the gap between creativity and innovation.

Pioneering work on identifying and
recognising grassroot innovations by
organisations such as the Grassroots Innovations
Augmentation Network (GIAN) have resulted in
popularising hundreds of grassroot creative ideas.

An example from Indonesia

Where does one start? Consider a pioneering
creative solution, the Antrodam Project, that has
been conceived by the students of Binus School in
Bekasi, Indonesia.

The Antrodam Project began with one
mission: to create a solution to flooding, a
challenge that affects communities worldwide.
Looking for ideas from the best source of
inspiration, nature itself, the Binus team explored
structures from the animal and plant kingdoms to
find the perfect design.

Inspired by the nests of Indian Harvester ants,
the students engineered a flood protection
system that works with nature rather than against
it. The ants have intricate tunnel systems that
direct water away from their nests, keeping them
safe and dry. The students were also inspired by
natural structures such as ‘rose petals and their

| layered design to direct water; the lettuce leaf

coral, with its intricate branching; the giant pill
millipede which can roll into a compact shape;
and the male frigate bird, known for its large,
water-resistant throat pouch’.

This is sheer creative brilliance but what we
now need are investments to scale up these
creative ideas into an innovation at scale that can
be applied elsewhere.

Take some examples of creativity from India
such as the ‘mitti cool clay refrigerator’,
pedal-operated washing machines or the
amphibious bicycle. Each needs scale-up to be
commercially attractive with appropriate
protection for the creative idea, design and
application.

Investing in creativity and innovation

It is time that India invests more in creative
pursuits at all levels — grassroots to
technology-intensive ideas. Grassroot innovations
need more investments to ensure the proof of
concept demonstrated is supported by capital
investments.

The innovation and associated intellectual
property protection for such innovations,
including informal ones, need better protection
through adjustments to Indian intellectual
property protection policies and regulations.

It is also time that the government invests in
‘one district one innovation’ modelled after the
successful initiative of “one district one product’
initiative.

While the climate tech sector in India received
$2,853 million in 2023, the investments that
grassroots creativity received seems to be very
poor. Even if a small percentage of investments go
to climate adaptation and mitigation actions that
are creative and not working at the local level,
India’s ability to deal with climate change will be
many times more.

What we need today is an ecosystem that
balances creativity and innovations at all levels,
backed by investments to ensure that India’s
ambitions to improve creative economic
conditions are met.

New Pathways for India’s Creative Economy

AR Y TATCHS JATTELT & foT A0 TFd

India has along and diverse history of creativity and innovation,
ranging from the arts to science, metallurgy to medicine, and

astronomy.

TR Y TIATcHSAT 3R FAaER Y v o« 3k Afaer sfaga @ g, sy Far
A A foremmar, ) foremer @ Rfrea sik @ateremes o et g8 21
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e To become a $5 trillion economy, India must revise its approach to innovation, backed
by creativity at all levels.

5 feforreT Sfer #r 3rfeaa¥ T 91t & I 3R ! FAaraR & Gfe 379 gfeeehior 3 e &
SIITEUT T 81T, S &X TR W TATCHSAT & FATIT &1

Global Trends in the Creative Economy

3Raw T TATcHS rdegavar #

e In 2022, exports of creative services globally reached $1.4 trillion, showing a 29%
increase since 2017.

2022 # 3Rash TaaTeH Jarsit 1 faafar 1.4 Rfda sfax as uga armm, 5 2017 @ 29%
AT

e Creative goods exports rose by 19%, totalling $713 billion.
TATeAS AT 1 AT 19% o1 AR g 713 Rferae sfer I 957 9147

e The creative economy globally generates $2 trillion in revenue and supports 50 million

jobs.
iR # TerelicHen Hegawar 2 fefaet steR & 31f¥e 1 3THe Scvel Ll ¢ R 5
FU3 ARt &1 gadT Hr B

e According to UNCTAD Creative Economy Outlook 2024, three sectors contributed the
most in 2022:
UNCTAD #r fFufed gaiaiat Jr3ees 2024 & 378N, 2022 H dIeT YH@ &7 &7 Jerere
a8 38 o

e Software services —41.3%

o WIFEAT FATT - 41.3%

e Research and development (R&D) — 30.7%

o  HIHYUTA Uq f&FTE (R&D) — 30.7%

e Advertising, market research, and architecture — 15.5%
o Teue, SR s 3 aregEeT - 15.5%

India’s Contribution to the Creative Economy

AR FT TSI TATCHS reTaear &

o In 2019, India’s creative goods and services exports were valued at around $121
billion, with services alone contributing nearly $100 billion.

2019 H R & TaelTcH s aeq3it A A3t F fate 1 g oremerr 121 Rfdrer stav a,
fSa# TaTv kel oTeTeeT 100 faforgst ster &7 i

e In creative goods, the design segment accounted for 87.5%, and arts and crafts
contributed around 9%.
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THATcH e TE3T #, FBATseT &1 & 87.5% Aerere &2, Siafer Far 3R frew ¥ erarsrer 9%

Aretere e

e By 2024, India’s creative industry is valued at $30 billion and employs around 8% of the
workforce.
2024 T HRd T TeATcH 36191 &l H{ed 30 faferaer st & 31 Ig gar r orememer 8%
FHREH I YSHR ST B |

o Creative exports grew by 20% in the last year, generating over $11 billion.

e a¥ TaaTcas fAald & 209% A geftr g5 IR e 11 Rfdwe sfex @ 31t & e
AT 37T

Creativity in the Creative Economy
TATcHAS FATTEYT H TATCHSAT

e Though investments in traditional creative sectors are rising, India still needs to foster
new creative and innovative ways, especially at the grassroot level.

gTelifeh YRIR TaeTTcH &3 H {3 9¢ 16T &, IR o 319 3 7€ Tereqws 31 Aar=md
RferaY & 39T i 3TaRTFAT §, @R FTHEAT T W)

e Such a disruptive approach can empower local communities.

39 NG T RueaarY gieehIvr T GAE I T 9ol GaheTl 8

Types of Creativity
TAATCHSD AT & JHR

Research shows four main types of creativity:
M & TR TATHBT & TR FHY TR Eld ¢

o Deliberate and emotional

o SAgEE AR HFATCHS

e Deliberate and cognitive

o AL AR FACACHE

e Spontaneous and emotional

o  TIA:FEH N HTATHS

e Spontaneous and cognitive

o  TAA:FGA AR GAAHS

e Creativity can be endogenous (internally generated) or exogenous (externally

triggered), and may appear consistently or episodically, such as during crises or
extreme climate events.

TTATcHS T ATAR® (endogenous) IT T (exogenous) g TehdT & 3R Ig Aaw ar
frelt farery aRfEufar 3 gene g1 Aercll ©, S o Wave a1 oR# Serary weasit |
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e Most local innovations fall under deliberate and cognitive and spontaneous and
cognitive categories.

3fRhTer TUTAT TATER AAGHF-FAHS 3R T - AACHS AT 3 31 8 |

Bridging Creativity and Innovation

TATCHS AT AR TR & i 1 gt Y qrear

o Creativity precedes innovation; while creativity can be individual, innovation requires
institutional support for scale and formalisation.

THATCHS AT TR & Tga AT ¥, TATcHSaT safaaerd &l Fehall &, STefeh oTara &
HEYTTT AT T 31aTHdT ey ¢

e India has abundant creativity, but much of it fails to convert into innovation.
TR H TATCHD AT T IS HHT AT &, SAfehe] SHHT Ueh 93T feTAT Aarar & yRafda Agt &

91|

o Creators generate ideas, while innovators transform ideas into products and
services.

TTAFR IR 3cTeT a1 &, ST daeAYF 37 faaR] ) 3cqare) 3 arat & sgea &
e There is a need for investment to bridge this gap between creativity and innovation.

$H TATCHST AR AdER F §IT Y @ I 1 & fov fader i smaegewmar g

Supporting Grassroot Innovations

T STIraRY T GHAAT

¢ Organisations like the Grassroots Innovations Augmentation Network (GIAN) have
helped in identifying and popularising hundreds of local creative ideas.

TTHECH FATALUT HTHSUT Aeash (GIAN) S TISAT oF Vsl T TaATcHS fari
g 3T R Rar & gerar fr g

An Example from Indonesia

SSAAAT ¥ TS 3ETEI0T

e A pioneering creative solution, the Antrodam Project, was developed by students of
Binus School, Bekasi, Indonesia.

Binus School, 9hrHT, AT & BT GaRT Teh 370N {TellcHS GHTTT Antrodam
Project faerfaa foram aram|

o The project’s mission was to create a solution to flooding, a challenge that affects
communities across the world.

58 IRAISTAT T 32T qTG T FHEIT T FHTUTT Tsl=AT AT, ST gfar 8 T Tt i
T el & |
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e The students looked to nature for inspiration, exploring structures in the animal and
plant kingdoms for the perfect design.

OTAT o Fepfer & UROT o 3R 3 f33rset & forw ux) 3R aereufer ST hr S==ait &1

3T ThaT|

e They were inspired by the nests of Indian Harvester ants, which have tunnel systems
that divert water away from the nest.

9 sl grdfet ifeat & aiael & IR gu, [Srehr GIor gormely arel &1 aieel d gy o
ST 8

e The students also studied structures like rose petals, lettuce leaf coral, giant pill
millipede, and the male frigate bird’s throat pouch.

o1 & I[erTa $Y TG, Aegw ofiw FR, v e frehds ik e frde a8 Hr aca
hT el SIET FTTAT3T b1 &Y 3reaT=T feham|

e This innovation shows creative brilliance, but now it requires investment to scale it up
and apply it globally.
IE AATIR TaATeHS T T GATAT 8, Afehed 379 38 73 T I AR Fe & forw foader

3TIRIHAT &

Examples from India
T |/ 3801

¢ India has also seen creative solutions like the mitti cool clay refrigerator, pedal-
operated washing machine, and amphibious bicycle.

R 3 o ATt o Fo Wparke, Iser wfera atfier wrefer 3R 3 asfrer o

TTATcHS TATYTA ¢ 91T & |
e These ideas need to be scaled-up with protection for the design and application to
become commercially viable.

ST Taal &t f3TmseT 3 SreTorer Y &t & WY ATawAE T @ 3HEF a6l & faw
T3 FAT I AR HAT ST B

Investing in Creativity and Innovation
TTATcHSAT 3 AaTaR # foder

¢ India must invest more in creativity at all levels, from grassroots innovations to
technology-intensive ideas.

HR T TYTHT AGTERT T T dahed e -3ITeTRT AR I Tt TRl 9T @eareA®ar &
#T+ AL Fr Tl Tl
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Grassroots innovations need capital investments to support their proof of concept.

AT ATART T 3T Y 36 Pledce H THAT &ot & forw it fader v smaegaar
g g

e There is a need to strengthen intellectual property (IP) protection, including for
informal innovations, through better policies and regulations.

- sitgaie sarart @i Siefars wuer (1P) gt i dgax Aifaat 3R gt & FRw
GG oA T HEThT ¢ |

e The government should promote a "One District, One Innovation" model, similar to the
"One District, One Product" initiative.

THR BT " g1 3R, a7 AU AT T F61dT ST AT, I o "aet Bf¥ewe, a=
WEsFe" ggd|

 While India’s climate tech sector received $2,853 million in 2023, grassroots creativity
got very little investment.

STET IR & FATSHE &b e ol 2023 H $2,853 fATA™eT 1 foaer &, agr Tuei

mmﬁagamﬁa‘%rﬁm

e Even a small share of this investment for local creative solutions in climate
adaptation and mitigation can significantly boost India's resilience.

ATy Aefhelel R AAT H TATART TATCHS FATTAT & ToIT 7 5 fo¥aer & AvsT ewar
off THY, A 7T ShT &THCT S T[T 86 Hebll &

What is Needed
T TaTF &

¢ India needs an ecosystem that balances creativity and innovation, supported by
investments at all levels.

HR T Teh VAT SHIATEH 1RV S TaeiTersar AR AATER & i< Ffored Tarw AT wefr
¥l WX fder @ gAfa g

e This is essential to fulfill India's ambitions of enhancing its creative economy.

T AR T THATHE HASTTEUT Tl SGTeT Sl HEATHIET hl I A & TolT T g
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Why did China block exports
of rare earth elements?

What are rare earth elements? Why did China restrict their imports? How do the restrictions impact India?

S Paper |1l: RREs

Aroon Deep

The story so far:

mid the ongoing U.S.-China
trade war, Chinese authorities
have reportedly imposed

export controls on rare earth
elements (REEs) and magnets that are
needed in a range of manufacturing
activities, from semiconductor fabrication
units to defence equipment. This has
been one of the more recent salvos in the
trade war between the two countries, but
the export restrictions apply to any
Chinese refinery that can export refined
rare earths outside the country.

What are rare earth elements?

Rare earth elements are a series of 17
substances that are present in the earth’s
crust. Unlike what the name may indicate,
rare earths occur plentifully in nature, but
the rarity comes from the ability to isolate
them chemically and make them usable
in industrial applications. Heavy and light
rare earths occur naturally in several

countries, such as India, China, Myanmar,
Japan, Australia and North Korea.

China's curbs target dysprosium,
gadolinium, lutetium, samarium,
scandium, terbium, and yttrium, seven of
the 17 elements classified as REEs.

Dysprosium’s so-called magnetic
susceptibilit
hard disks and car motors; gadolini
used in nuclear reactors for shielding and
in some medical equipment; lutetium and
compounds with it are used in PET
scanners and in petroleum refineries;
samarium is used in powerful magnets in
personal electronics;
scandium-aluminium alloys are used in
fighter aircraft; terbium is used in lighting
for personal electronics; and yttrium is
used in cancer treatments and
superconductors.

What are China’s export restrictions?
Practically all heavy REEs used all over
the world are refined in China. From
personal electronics to defence,
therefore, Beijing has enormous leverage

over the entire world for a range of supply
chains for critical raw and intermediate
materials. The export restrictions don't
appear to amount to an outright ban, but
could interrupt supplies to countries for a
few weeks as refiners work through the
process of getting permits.

‘What is the impact on India?

Indian supply chains may not be
immediately impacted by REE export
restrictions in China. While the
government has taken steps to boost
domestic production of semiconductors
and defence equipment, the more

factors in India’s practically non-existent
capabilities in those activities.
has light REE extraction

4 through the state-owned
Indian Rare Earths Ltd, such as monazite
extraction from beach sand in Kerala.

India imports a limited quantity of
REESs. In a response to the Lok Sabha
earlier in April, the Ministry of Mines said
2,270 tonnes of REEs were imported in
2023-24. As such, the country’s strategy
depends on both boosting domestic
production and imports.

What is the government’s plan?
“As a policy framework for utilizing
critical minerals, including rare earth
metals, the National Critical Mineral
Mission (NCMM) has been launched,
which is I strategic initiati
secure critical mineral supply chain by
increasing domestic critical minerals
production and foreign supply sources,”
the Ministry said in Parliament.

Critical minerals are a larger umbrella
under which REEs fall.

“China’s restrictions on certain critical

stages of ing

the Russia-Ukraine War, and

typically happen abroad in countries like
China itself, and Japan. The latter country
has already taken steps to insulate itself
from REE supply shocks, by building a
months-long stockpile.

India has recognised the importance of
REE production, as it is estimated to have
6% of their total deposits. Mining and
refining activities tend to present great
environmental strain, which have been

other issues highlight the fragility of
critical mineral supply and the need for
diversifying sources,” the Ministry of
Mines said in a presentation on the
NCMM in January.

Under the NCMM, the government has
said it will facilitate or engage in 1,200
exploration projects, award exploratory
licenses to incentivise private exploration,
and auction more critical mineral blocks.

DPATRIOTICIAS

THE GIST

¥ amid the ongoing
U.S.~China trade war, China
has restricted the export of 17
rare earth elements that are
essential materials in a wide
range of industries — from
being used in hard disks and
car motors to
superconductors and cancer
treatment.

¥ with practically all REEs
being refined in China, this
move could interrupt supply
chains across many countries
for a few weeks.

¥ India may not be
immediately impacted by the
move; besides, the
government has been working
on realising the country’s
potential in REE extraction.

Why did China block exports of rare earth elements?

e ¥ sy qech et & Pt i A2

Context of Export Restrictions
T ufaey 1 west

 Amid the ongoing U.S.—China trade war, Chinese authorities have reportedly imposed
export controls on rare earth elements (REEs) and magnets used in manufacturing,
from semiconductor units to defence equipment.

Tl ¢ HARFT-HNT AR Iy o o), it TRt F geler gt aeal (REEs) 3R
ot IR e fra=or oemman & S Aeftesarey sHisal @ AFT T8I ITHI0I oo & AT H
3TN EIT &

e These export restrictions are not limited to the U.S. but apply to all Chinese refineries
exporting refined rare earths.

I foTe wfaeyr Shaer 3rARe de @A 781 § afew 37 walt el Rwmafat w e g
& i afsarer geter et aeat &1 vl el 81

What are rare earth elements?

geIst g ded 4T 872

 Rare earth elements are a set of 17 elements found in the earth’s crust.

goTeT g2t Jed 17 dedl T T FIg & it gt A e # 91w el
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o Despite their name, rare earths are abundantly available in nature, but their chemical
isolation for industrial use is complex, making them "rare".

ATH & TG, ¥ dcd w@ﬁﬁwﬁwﬁm%ﬁ%ﬁmwﬂm
FAT 3R 3eANTNR ITHNT & FIT IR AT RS Il &, T 3 "geist dhgelrdl &

e They are found in countries like India, China, Myanmar, Japan, Australia, and North
Korea.

A dcd HRA, e, FAAR, ST9TeT, e forar 3t 3av IR S geit & 9w s &

Targeted Elements by China’s Restrictions

et & gfaey’ garT aféra aca

China’s curbs focus on dysprosium, gadolinium, lutetium, samarium, scandium,
terbium, and yttrium, which are part of the 17 REEs.

3 17 REEs # ¥ 7 W ahiga &1

e Dysprosium is used in hard disks and car motors due to its magnetic susceptibility.

s 1 3797 a1 BE 3R R A A 58S AT 01 & FHROT I &

e Gadolinium is used in nuclear reactor shielding and medical equipment.
Aferferzsr 1 U aRATI] Ruerey et 3R Rfrcar sy & giar 2|
e Lutetium is used in PET scanners and petroleum refineries.
gefeas &1 3ueT NE T 3R SRforas RersaRat # fhar Srar 31
e Samarium is used in powerful magnets in personal electronics.
FARTH 1 3TN A FAINT FaAFelioray & AfFaemel gaal 7 g |
e Scandium-aluminium alloys are used in fighter aircraft.
Th3ar-vegfafags g &1 suaier asm et A giar gl
e Terbium is usedin lighting systems of personal electronics.
SRIA T 3TN ATFAIT sAFCl T T A1sfear # gar g
e Yttrium is used in cancer treatment and superconductors.

eI T 3TATT HE F IYAR 3R Fawahsae A giar ¢

China’s Export Control Mechanism

o1 1 fAaTa Agaor a7

e Almost all heavy rare earth elements used globally are refined in China, giving it
major control over critical raw material supply chains.

gferaT 31 3UANeT g1 ATl SraTsHer Well Ay gever gt areq et 7 aRsgrar fhw ot €, oy
I AECAYOT Fod AT Y ATFel @3t o2 37 AI=07T e B
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These restrictions are not a complete ban, but may cause temporary disruption as
exporters apply for permits.

I yfaeer qot yfaaer 781 8, dfeer afast w1 wie & fav 3maca s aa7 s
3mqfet arerm gt Hehell &

Impact on India
ARG I AT

India relies heavily on imports of processed rare earths, especially for electronics,
defence, and energy sectors.

IR geler gt Teal & THEP AT T SE 88 oeh (AR §, Tra gaweiiarerd, A
3Rz &t & faw

Any disruption in supply from China could hamper production in these sectors and
affect strategic autonomy.

et & 3t 3 fondly off aTerr & S7 &7 A IeaTeer WA g1 Feholl § 3N HRA T Torelifas
AT I THIT U5 Thell 8|

Impact on India
AT 9T IATT

Indian supply chains may not be immediately impacted by REE export restrictions in
China.

et garT REE forafTa wfaeaet & ster &y smqfet sj@rensit o oqic weira 781 93 HeveTl o

Although India is boosting domestic production of semiconductors and defence
equipment, advanced manufacturing still happens in China and Japan.

gTelifeah R WaAthsare X 4T ITF0I & Tl IeUTeT I JgTaT & T@T &, TR 3eeicd
TAATOT & 31 o <fier 3R STaTer S St A g &

Japan has already built a months-long stockpile of REEs to safeguard against supply
shocks.

STl Ug el 61 HTYfcl 7 STecehl & aaTd & [T F§ ANl HT HSROT TR HY bl |
India holds about 6% of the world’s total REE deposits, showing its strategic
importance.

T o UTH el & el REE STAT3T ohT 178197 6% T 8, SiY 38ehy Turahicieh Hgelm &t
gATar g1

Mining and refining REEs cause high environmental strain, which has limited India’s
development in these areas.

REESs T @oiel 31T IRSHI0T TATaR0T I Y &&1a STeldT &, fordeh HR0T AR o7 8131 H
T NS
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India has light REE extraction capabilities through Indian Rare Earths Ltd, including
monazite extraction from beach sand in Kerala.

9T & 91 Indian Rare Earths Ltd & ATEIH W go REEs & forseyor T eTHAT §,

TS el & T e A1 3T A Adrsge faswdor i g

India imported 2,270 tonnes of REEs during 2023-24, as per data shared in the Lok
Sabha in April.

i H ST A fET T 37iehsT & HJHR HR o 202324 H 2,270 ¥ REES 1 AT
fera|

India’s strategy involves both domestic production and continued imports of REEs.

HIRC ST T F B SeuTee T SGleT 3T AT 8 AT Y T&AT A &

Government’s Plan under NCMM

TAHITHTH & dgd GIhR Y JieTar

The National Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM) is India’s strategic initiative to secure
supply chains of critical minerals, including REEs.

rereTer foRfeamer e fAereT (NCMM) HIRd i Tas 0Tl ugel & Todent 3623 REES
wfed Fgcaqor @iast 1 3mgfct el 1 geiata F=r |

The aim is to increase domestic production and also tap into foreign supply
sources.

SHAT 36T WX IcuTeet ol darelr 3T fageft smqfet @at o1 of 3uer et

Critical minerals, under which REEs fall, are essential for strategic sectors.

Agcaqut @farr, f3a REEs #ff anfae §, o &t & forw smasaes g1

China’s restrictions, along with events like the Russia—Ukraine War, show the fragility
of the critical mineral supply chain and the need to diversify sources.

et & gfaay 3R TH-PoheT JeU S T Ageaqor @iasr 3mqfel s/@en H FaadY
3R @AY & fafaeieor i sraegsdr S 399R Fa B

Under NCMM, the government plans to support 1,200 exploration projects, grant exploratory
licenses to encourage private players, and auction more critical mineral blocks.

NCMM & dgd T3R 1,200 H+a9oT IRAVTAAT3HT oF G 21, sl & &) WicHifgd i & fow
asdE &4, IR AU Ayl @fwr st B odflet DT T B OF
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India imposes 12% temporary
tariff on steel imports

The move to levy the ‘safeguard duty’ is aimed at restricting unbridled imports, says a government

notification; FinMin says tariffs will be applicable for 200 days with effect from Monday

[GS Paper liI: External Sector |
Reuters
NEW DELHI

temporary tariff, lo-
cally known as a safe-
guard duty, on some steel
products to stem unbri-

lndia imposed a 12%

dled imports, a govern-
ment notification said on
Monday.

India, the world’s se-
cond-biggest producer of
crude steel, said the tariffs
would be applicable for
200 days with effect from
Monday. “The safeguard
duty imposed under this
notification shall be effec-
tive for a period of two
hundred days (unless re-

Steely resolve: New Delhi’s tariffs are primarily aimed at China,
which was the second-biggest exporter of steel to India. REUTERS

voked, superseded or
amended earlier) from the
date of publication of this
notification,” the Ministry
of Finance said.

India’s steel tariff in-

crease is its first big trade
policy move since U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump im-
posed a wide range of du-
ties on countries in April.
New Delhi’s tariffs are

primarily aimed at China,
which was the second-big-
gest exporter of steel to In-
dia behind South Korea in
2024/25. India was a net
importer of finished steel
for the second consecutive
year in the 2024/25 fiscal
year, with shipments
reaching a nine-year high
of 9.5 million metric tons,
according to provisional
government data.

Welcoming the move, T.
V. Narendran, CEO & MD,
Tata Steel said, “This is a
critical step in addressing
the surge of unfairly priced
imports to India.”

(With inputs from Lala-
tendu Mishra in Mumbai)

India imposes 12%
temporary tariff on steel
imports

HRT o SEITT T W
12% I EYRIT Yo AT

e India has imposed a 12%
temporary tariff, also called a
safeguard duty, on some steel
products to control unrestricted
imports, according to a government
notification released on Monday.

HR o WIHAAR I STRT THRT TG
o 3TER, TS FEITT 3cITal T 12%
Ireurt e (TS AHaE 571 87 et

ST §) ST3TT § ifeh ot -2 &
AT & fAIRT fovar 5 Ik

The tariff will be effective for 200 days from the date of notification, unless revoked,
superseded, or amended earlier.

Ig Yo TG T TRIE F 200 AT & forw Femrd 1Qam, Sia deh 7o 38 U5 el T,
wfaeeniae a1 safla 7 fFar s

India is the second-largest producer of crude steel in the world.

HR g 7 Fed SEUTT HT GUU WH q3T 3¢UEH ¢ |

This move marks India’s first major trade policy action since U.S. President Donald
Trump imposed broad tariffs in April.

g FeH HRA T ggell 981 AR A Hr FEars § 59 I 3t 7 3AREY Isgufa Seres
€9 o S Yok oMy I |

The tariff mainly targets China, which was the second-biggest exporter of steel to
India in 2024-25, after South Korea.

Ig qeF HET &I U et hT SATETT AT §, ST 2024-25 H Rl T SEAT hT GAT TG 3T
feraTas o, gfeor Fifar & o |

India was a net importer of finished steel for the second consecutive year in 2024—
25, with imports reaching a nine-year high of 9.5 million metric tons, as per
provisional data.

2024-25 H #Rd IR g8 a¥ hfares Ther #1 er Mt g1, 3R 3141 9.5
fafoae #ifes et aa uge a1, S o aft ot &1 STaaw TR R, 3reurl 3iwst & 3eEr|
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e T.V.Narendran, CEO & MD of Tata Steel, welcomed the move, calling it a critical step
to tackle the surge of unfairly priced imports into India.

<TeT Tl & CEO 3R MD &. &Y. a1¥eeT &1 38 S H o1 Fa1eTd 3T 3R 58 #IRA A J<gfaa
Hed T 81 I§ 3T Y geftr & fvea & fov veh Ageaqot wed sam|

March Core Sector Output Rises 3.8%; Slips to 4.4% in FY25

VS. 7.6% in FY24

AT 7 HR AFT T G 3.8% T, FY25 7 4.4% W fraelt srafF

FY24 & 7.6% oY

March core sector output rises 3.8%;
slips to 44% in FY25 vs. 7.6% in FY24

|GS Paper llI: Industries

The Hindu Bureau

tor where the growth was

MUMBAI Mixed ba g in double digits. Steel out-
. . ) - put grew 7.1% in the month
Core sector growth came While the growth in March came on higher electricity under review.

in at 3.8% as electricity out-
put increased on early on-
set of summer in March,
compared with 3.4% rise in

demand, output in crude oil and natural gas shrank

Core sector growth (Y-0-Y change, in %

8 R )
6 6.94
\/\ /}\_\ys
v

“While most of the in-
crease in production can
be attributed to higher go-
vernment spending during

4

February, according to da- the end of the year, the fact

ta from the Commerce and 2 that private sector invest-

Industry Ministry. 0 ment announcements rose

Output in electricity 2 sharply in Q4 also supports

sector, constituting 19.85% April Aug. Dec. Mar. this growth in demand for
2024 2024 2024 2025 Source: CMIE

of the core-sector basket,
grew 3 percentage points
t0 6.2% in March. “Electric-
ity growth was at 6.2% with
higher demand due to an
early onset of summer cha-
racterised by the heat
waves in several parts of
the country. This came on
top of 82% growth in
March 2024,” wrote Madan

Sabnavis chief economist,
Bank of Baroda, in a note.
However, sectoral
trends exhibited a mixed
bag, as output in two sec-
tors continued to shrink.
Crude oil output shrank
for the third consecutive
month contracting 1.9% in

March against a steeper de-
cline of 5.2% in the pre-
vious month. Natural gas
output shrank for nine
straight months with a
steep 12.7% dip in March.
Cement, whose output
grew 0.8 percentage points
to 11.6%, was the only sec-

steel,” Mr. Sabnavis wrote.

Year-on-year drop
However, core sector out-
put grew at 4.4% in FY25,
down from 7.6% in F24, the
slowest in four years. Out-
put growth in almost all
sectors slowed with two of
them , crude oil and natu-
ral gas shrinking.

Core sector growth was 3.8% in March, up from 3.4% in February,
driven by increased electricity output due to an early onset of
summer.
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AT 7 FI Qe FT JE 3.8% W@, I fF vl & 3.4% @ sferw off, gwer
FROT AT STedl U gl F fasrelt 3cureer 7 gefer uml

e The electricity sector, which forms 19.85% of the core sector index, saw output rise by
3 percentage points to 6.2% in March.

PR e S3FT H 19.85% BTHGRT TWeT aTel fastell 8 &7 3c9TesT AT & 3 yfaerd 36

FeahT 6.2% gl AT

e The increase in electricity output was due to higher demand caused by heat waves in
several parts of the country, compared to 8.2% growth in March 2024.

G & g el # die 3 & FRoT Rorelt A 318 AT 81 A g e g8, Srafeh A
2024 ¥ TE g5 8.2% |

o Sectoral performance was mixed, with two sectors showing a continued decline in
output.

fameir el AP a1, Fifer af a4 7 3cures & TRnaR fTRac 26 718

e Crude oil output declined for the third consecutive month, shrinking 1.9% in March,
following a steeper 5.2% contraction in February.

F3 HA IUTEa H AR AR AR FRIae g8, A 7 1.9% Y FIRrae gof 1 778,
STafeh war # Ig Rrae 5.2% ot

e Natural gas output fell for the ninth consecutive month, with a sharp decline of 12.7%
in March.

rep s 3 Seutee # SRTAR Al 7l FRTae g8, A1 # 384 12.7% 6 st frae @

e« Cement output increased by 0.8 percentage points, reaching 11.6%, the only sector
with double-digit growth.

HIHE Searest H 0.8 Ffeerd 3i% 1 it g5 3R T€ 11.69% T Tg 14T, T fh 2N el
Y gefer aTell TehATT &1 T&T|

o Steel output also rose by 7.1% in March, supported by higher government spending
and increased private investment announcements in Q4.

ST 39Ted A T AT H 7.1% aﬁrq—c\j@rg’s", S @R @9 3R Q4 ﬁa?}'g’(rﬁﬁhﬁmrar
eIl & T €S|

e Core sector output for FY25 grew at 4.4%, down from 7.6% in FY24, marking the
slowest growth in four years.

FY25 # &Ik Qe T 95t 4.4% @Y, S FY24 & 7.6% @ HA §, 3K T5 Aoa ar ast it
Fau il gefer 3

Page85

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Growth slowed across most sectors, with crude oil and natural gas continuing to decline.

JfRrenier &TT A gefer ehell W, 3R %3 3itaer aur wpfaw A9 7 e sl @
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