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India and China speed up
efforts to restart Kailash
Mansarovar pilgrimage

'S Paper I: Mapping
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Indian and Chinese offi-
cials are speeding up ef-
forts to reach an agree-
ment on restarting the
annual Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra, which has remained
suspended since 2019. The
deadline for choosing pil-
grims for the Yal
ing up in a few we

Sources said that the
two sides have discussed
the resumption of the pil-
grimage in detail in the last
few weeks, and expect a
breakthrough  “shortly”.
According to officials, talks
have been narrowing the
gaps in outstanding issues,
including checking infras-
tructure on both sides, and
reviving logistical systems
for asmooth process of tra-
vel.

‘The Ministry of External
Affairs has convened a
meeting of all the involved
agencies on April 21, sourc-
essaid.

An official in the Ku-
maon Mandal Vikas Nigam
also confirmed that prepa-
ratory work is underway.
The official added that ar-
rangements are being
made to take the pilgrims
by special transport from
Dharchula to Lipulekh
pass, saving them a trek of
about 80-100 km, which
would have taken a few
days otherwise.

The Mansarovar pil-
grimage used to be held
between June and Septem-
ber each year until China
withdrew facilities for visit-
ing Indians during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, and the
pilgrimage remained sus-
pended due to tensions at
the Line of Actual Control

Clearing the way: The Yatra was suspended during the pandemic
and had remained 5o over border tensions. RADHIKA SANTHANAM

after the Galwan killings in
2020.

‘Narrowing gaps®

In previous years, Indian
authorities would set up a
computerised lottery sys-
tem in the first week of May
to choose the pilgrims, and
Officials said they were
keen to complete the
agreement to resume the
pilgrimage at the earliest,
s0 as not to risk delaying
the process or curtailing
the season for making the
journey.

The resumption of the
pilgrimage process was dis-
cussed between External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi when
they met in November,
2024, on the sidelines of
the G20 summit in Brazil
to take forward the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-
President Xi Jinping meet-
ing in Kazan in October
2024.

In January, India’s Fo-
reign Secretary Vikram
Misri had visited Beijing,
where the issue was at the
top of the agenda. Inan un-
usual move, the issue was
also discussed by the
Working Mechanism for
Coordination and Consul-

tation (WMCC) on India-
China border affairs.

Charges for the Yatra
this year will also increase
considerably from 6 years
ago, the official said, as
rates for accomodation
and transportation have
been revised upwards by
both Indian and Chinese
sides.

“[The two sides] ex-
changed views on early re-
sumption of cross-border
cooperation and exchang-
es, including on trans-bor-
der rivers and Kailash-

33rd WMCC meeting on
March 25 this year read.

‘The Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra is organised by the
Ministry of External Af-
fairs; the Ministry of Home
Affairs; the Indo Tibetan
Border Police; the Delhi,
Sikkim and Uttarakhand
governments; and state
agencies, including the Ku-
maon  Mandal  Vikas
Nigam.

‘The pilgrimage was held
until 2020 through the two
official routes of Lipulekh
Pass in Uttarakhand (since
1981) and the Nathu La Pass
(since 2015) in Sikkim.
(With inputs from
Ishita Mishra)
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ataka Caste Census Report: All Eyes on Special Cabinet

Meeting Today

Karnataka caste census
report: all eyes on special
Cabinet meeting today

It comes in the middle of one-upmanship between Vokkaliga and Veerashaiva-Lingayat leaders,

Felled S AT RUIC:
I AT Ffeac doa W
gy fAerg

who are opposing the report, and Backward Classes’ leaders who say the document is scientific

[GS Paper I A&C
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

S major communi-
A ties battle it to out
seeking a thaw in

implementation of the So-
cio-Economic and Educa-
tional Survey conducted
by the Karnataka State
Commission for Backward
Classes, the much-antici-
pated special Cabinet
meeting will decide the
fate of the survey on
Thursday.

The meeting comes in
the midst of one-upman-
ship between political
leaders and community
leaders belonging to Vok-
kaligas and Veerashaiva-
Lingayats, who are oppos-
ing the report, and the
Backward Classes’ leaders,
who have termed the re-
port to be ‘scientific’.

Speculation is rife about
the possibility of a Cabinet
sub-committee being set
up to study the report com-
prehensively and recom-
mend the action to be ta-
ken.

A special Cabinet meeting is
scheduled on Thursday to
decide the fate of the Socio-
Economic and Educational
Survey conducted by the
Karnataka State Commission
for Backward Classes.

TFAR F! Felles T WosT a9

vernment machinery dur-
ing the Congress govern-
ment, it cannot be
outrightly rejected.
Discussion revolved
around accepting the so-
cio-economic status report
while disputing the popu-
lation data, sources said,
adding that a redo of popu-
lation count could be

sought.

Veerashaiva meet

Meanwhile, the Akhila
Bharata Veerashaiva Maha-
sabha has decided to meet
its community legislators

Chief Minister Si
the issue would be taken at the Cabinet meeting. FILE PHOTO

iah has said that a decision on

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah told reporters in Ka-
laburagi that he would not
allow injustice to any com-
munity, and that a decision
would be taken at the Cabi-
net meeting on Thursday.
Responding to Channagiri
legislator Shivaganga Ba-
savaraj’s statement urging
Lingayat legislators to re-
sign in protest, the Chief
Minister said that the legis-
lator had expressed his
opinion and the Cabinet
will decide on the issue.

Elected representatives
from the Vokkaliga com-
munity and from the Con-
gress who met at Deputy
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar’s residence on
Tuesday are learnt to have
discussed the nature of the
response from the com-
munity’s Ministers in the
Cabinet.

While a section wanted
to dispute the entire re-
port, the other section ad-
vised that since the survey
had been done through go-

and Ministers after the spe-
cial Cabinet meeting. The
mahasabha has also got le-
gal advice on the report
from a retired judge.

Sources in the mahasab-
ha said that owing to logis-
tical issues and the Con-
gress’ protest against price
rise on Thursday morning,
the meeting of legislators
from the community as
well as the meeting with
the Rajya Vokkaliga Sangha
will be held after the Cabi-
net meeting.

3TANT SERT FAAT AT [ATSTH-
3T AT Qe wderor F sfasy
W vt o & faw v ey
Ffadic dow AUIRT N TE T

e The meeting comes amid a power struggle between leaders of the Vokkaliga and
Veerashaiva-Lingayat communities, who oppose the report, and Backward Classes'
leaders, who support it as scientific.

Ig doeh ArFprfae 3R fT-fAmaa aeert & Aanit & fau ik Res g9t & Jansi
aRT W AR Tt & T i Wi & Ri=T &Y W ¥

e There is speculation that a Cabinet sub-committee might be formed to study the report
in detail and suggest further action.

Ig 3TCehol oaNTg ST TET ¢ Toh RUIE oh1 FAEdAR & 31671 et 3R 39T hr hRars Goiat &
T e Hfaaie 37-afAfa 518 57 gt 1
e Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, speaking in Kalaburagi, said no injustice would be

done to any community and a decision would be taken in the Thursday Cabinet
meeting.
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FEIHA RACURAAT & Feraeft 7 wgr foh fordll 8l HACrT & AT AT 781 g1at fer Sirean
3R IFAR Y Hidere dooh # 0T forar sreen|

e Responding to Channagiri MLA Shivaganga Basavaraj’s suggestion that Lingayat
legislators resign in protest, the CM said it was his personal opinion and the Cabinet
would decide.

T e RIgern awavrst & foramard faemaet 1 faier 7 secfier &1 & gema
HEHAT A gl foh Ig 3eTehT cATFaTd faoR ¢ 3R 580 R Hideie ot o

e Congress Vokkaliga legislators held a meeting at Deputy CM D.K. Shivakumar’s
residence on Tuesday, discussing how community ministers would respond in the
Cabinet.

HIAAR T ITAETHA 8.3, RGFHAR & 3T TR HAH & FIFhiierd AUEE THT gC
3R Hidere F TR & AT T Ticfshar oX ==t |

e Some leaders wanted to reject the entire report, while others pointed out it was
conducted by the Congress government and couldn't be completely dismissed.

o A3 o QU RAE & TR & &1 #AieT B, STafeh 3177 A et o Ig FEAF TWFR
CART TS 91 A, SaT 38 QI g 3R 781 fhar S GehdT|

e There was discussion about accepting the socio-economic status findings while
guestioning the population data, and the possibility of redoing the population count was
considered.

arHATTSTR- 3w RRUfa & fashst Fr TiHR ae 3R STHEaT st I Tard 387
wﬁ,ﬁ?mﬁmﬁmﬁﬁmwﬁwﬁmwm

Veerashaiva Mahasabha Meeting

ddta AgrsT H doF

e The Akhila Bharata Veerashaiva Mahasabha has decided to meet its legislators and
ministers after the Cabinet meeting.

e aRdT fRdla Agrasn A Hioae SoF F a5 39s e 3t 7Y Hr Soh W
&1 forot o= §

e The mahasabha has also obtained legal advice on the report from a retired judge.
FErae o RAIE W var Qarfaga samamedier § Fregs gorg o o g1

o Due tologistical issues and the Congress protest against price rise on Thursday

morning, both the community legislator meeting and the meeting with the Rajya
Vokkaliga Sangha will take place after the Cabinet session.

wfofees HRON 3R TFaR Fag Fiad & #Agons @O geefer & FRo7, FAer & et
FI o 3R TSI NFFHITAT TG & TATY S5 Fidaie T & a1 A Td T ST |

Veerashaiva-Lingayat Community

drdte-fmaa e
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e The Veerashaiva-Lingayat community follows the teachings of 12th-century reformer
Basavanna, emphasizing devotion to Lord Shiva and rejecting caste hierarchies.

dRtg-foemara waer 124t aaredl & GuURS qwWdestr T AL 1 drefel HTar
&, S saraTeT g Y sifda ik sfaera sesma &1 AR Fa )

o Veerashaiva refers to the broader philosophical tradition, while Lingayat denotes the
community adhering to Basavanna's teachings.

dRAT ese Th gee ER YT I ST &, STafeh fmara d ofter § it addeett
$r et A AT

Subgroups
39-UE

e Panchamasali Lingayats are a significant subgroup demanding higher reservation
status.

YAATe fAIIT U WHE 39-HAg & S 3T HETUT &of hT AT A @ o

Socio-Economic Status

AT -3+ feufa

o Lingayats are considered a dominant community in Karnataka with substantial
landholdings and influence across various sectors.

felagdt & Fellceh H Teh YHE WHEH A ST &, [Sereh qra a9 g 3R
I fafdest arat & wermaerel gl

e They are included in the Other Backward Classes (OBC) category in Karnataka’s
reservation system.

Seg hellceh &1 3NETUT c¥aeel & 3+ [ssT a9 (OBC) & 3iadia @r arr ¥

Political Influence

TSAAs IHT

e The community has been highly influential in Karnataka politics, with 10 out of 23
Chief Ministers belonging to the Lingayat community.

meﬁmﬁﬁ@ YHTGRATET 6T &, ST8T 23 7 /10 HEI
feTmre s @ w@ E
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Vokkaliga Community
AR HHGT

o The Vokkaligas are a prominent agrarian community in Karnataka, historically
serving as landlords and warriors, particularly in the Old Mysore region.

ST Sheileeh T Teh JHE FN-3maRa Fer &, St Wae@s &7 4
FATERY 3R Jeemat & ¥ 7 @t AYY &7 F FRG @ 8

e They held significant administrative roles during the Vijayanagara Empire and were
influential under the Keladi Nayaka rule.

gogiel fASTIeI |IATSE & GNIel Heca ol Farafas AFT s 3R Ferrd
TS ATHA H JHTGRATel B

Subgroups
39-UHg

o Gangadikara Vokkaligas are found mainly in Mysore, Mandya, and surrounding
districts; they claim descent from the Western Ganga Dynasty.

TfRFRT AFFIfeT HEad: AYT, AFAT IR IHE-IH & el F 90 o1 ¢
T 9T r gRGH A qAq FT IUST AT B

e Morasu Vokkaligas are located around Bangalore and Tumkur; a notable figure is
Kempe Gowda I, founder of Bangalore.

mmﬂwﬁwﬁﬁa@? e S8 YH AT FFqatst
YUH T g, ST A9Te[% & WEITIF A S &

o Namdhari Vokkaligas are concentrated in the Malenadu region; some converted to
Vaishnavism under Hoysala King Vishnuvardhana.

AR FFHITA ATATZ & H Hd § 597 F T© o AT A
fasoratier & garma & 3ot Svord e 39 o

Socio-Economic Status

afas-nfie ufa

« Traditionally, Vokkaligas have been landowners and played a dominant role in
Karnataka’s agrarian economy.

WRETT & G, dlerhliod T A & Alfad | & AR Fellesn 6 FR-3maia
ey A yE AT AT 3T §

e They are categorized under Category 3A in Karnataka's reservation system, receiving
4% reservation.
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Political Influence

N CIIGEIR G

e The community has produced several political leaders, including former Chief
Minister H.D. Deve Gowda.

$H THE™ o $3 Tolide Adr Gv & fSad qa gegwst v=.8). agalsr
5 &

Sog Felledh I 3TRETUT YoTell & A0iY 3A H @1 = § 3R I 4% 3ReTor
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Facing threat from quarrying activity,
Telanganas tallest Jain idol lies neglected

|GS Paper I: Jainism

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Telangana’s tallest stone
sculpture of Jain Tirthanka-
ra Vardhman Mahavira, lo-
cated at Nangunuru village
in Siddipet district, is un-
der threat from quarrying
activity, according to E. Si-
vanagireddy, archaeologist
and CEO of Pleach India
Foundation.

Based on information
provided by Sriramoju Ha-
ragopal and Ahobilam Ka-
runakar, the convener and
member of Kotha Telanga-
na Charitra Brundam (a
team of historians) respec-
tively, Mr. Sivanagireddy
inspected the Jain sculp-
ture recently. The sculp-
ture, erected on a low-lying

Facing Threat from Quarrying Activity, Telangana’s Tallest

Fading history: Archaeologlst Sivanagireddy and others at
Vardhaman Mahavira’s stone sculpture at Nangunuru village.

hillock in the southern part
of the village, stands 9 feet
high and 3.5 feet wide,
depicting Mahavira in a
Kayotsarga (stiff) posture.
It has sunk into the ground
up to the knee level.

Jain ldol Lies Neglected

g1+ fafafeat & @a¥ § a7 W demer S gad S sfe gfaar

ELICREIR

The sculpture repre-
sents the Digambara sect
of Jainism and features an
ushnisha (cranial protru-
sion) on the head, charac-
teristic of Tirthankara ico-
nography, dating back to

the 9th Century CE (Rash-
trakuta period). During his
inspection, Mr. Sivanagi-
reddy also noticed another
small Mahavira sculpture
carved on a slab at the foot
of the hillock. Further-
more, a Jain sculpture in
the premises of the local
Anjaneya temple suggests
that Nangunuru was once a
prominent Jain center.
The presence of brick
bats and potsherds near
the giant Mahavira sculp-
ture indicates that a Jain
basadi (monastery) once
existed there. Mr. Sivanagi-
reddy sensitised the villag-
ers to the historical signifi-
cance of the Jain sculpture
and appealed for its pre-
servation by halting the

quarrying activity.

. Telangana’s tallest stone sculpture of Jain Tirthankara

Vardhman Mahavira, located at Nangunuru village in Siddipet
district, is under threat due to quarrying activity, according to E.

Sivanagireddy, archaeologist and CEO of Pleach India
Foundation.

qaeTar & fefirde forer & AR e 7 Rya st didfet adae
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frgenfagst &l

Based on information from Sriramoju Haragopal and Ahobilam Karunakar, of Kotha
Telangana Charitra Brundam, Mr. Sivanagireddy recently inspected the sculpture.

FAT ST AR et & AR granarer A 3@ ey oo & A Srerail &
MR R §. Raenfgst 2 gref & & 53 gl w1 fadaor i

The sculpture stands on a low hillock in the southern part of the village and measures 9
feet high and 3.5 feet wide, depicting Mahavira in Kayotsarga (standing meditative)
posture.

g ITIHAT 31T & STI0T $119T & Ueh B el W) U § 3R 39 a5 9 fre g gl 3.5
e B, Tores AETaR o1 FalcqaT JaT & e AT & |

The sculpture has sunk into the ground up to the knee level.

Ig AT geat aw sTHleT § &7 Th ¢

It belongs to the Digambara sect and shows a cranial protuberance (ushnisha) on
the head, a common feature of Tirthankara

iconography, and dates back to the 9th
Century CE (Rashtrakuta period).

I IfdAT et aver $1 & 3 AT 9w
ISl (F9Ter g i) 1 ATl &, S dhdaw
gdtet T favar g, 3R Ig odt eraredy §&dt
 (TeEe Fe) fE

W . During the visit, Mr. Sivanagireddy

' also found a smaller Mahavira sculpture
. carved on a slab at the foot of the hillock.

o dteror & 2Rie §. Rigefings wr S &
del 9X Ueh BIET AFTER Ffa#AT 8t Uah fArem ax

338 g¢ el

. A Jain sculpture in the local

Anjaneya temple indicates that

Nangunuru was once a significant Jain
center.

TATAIT I AT A His[g e sher wfaam
S STl &1 Hehel &t & b ALY hall 7h
HEeaqUT oteT & T

. The discovery of brick bats and

potsherds near the large Mahavira statue
suggests that a Jain Basadi (monastery)
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once existed there.
HETAR TTTAT & 918 Ao $€ & gahs 3N FATd) & aeier I Hohdl &1 & o agl et Uah et
JEIET (73) AT

e Mr. Sivanagireddy sensitized the villagers to the historical importance of the sculpture
and urged them to preserve it by stopping the quarrying activity.

. PRraanfigd & arefion & 55 ufaar & Maefaes Agea & gfa smores fhar ik sa
e T & fow @ afafafeat « Qa $r ardier

Rashtrakuta Dynasty
IrSchc dA
~ N §IND* ARABS g & NEPAL
GURJARA - S
- 1 <% aGwalior Sy, '
« The Rashtrakutas were a prominent v PRATIHARAS I k. _
3 CHANDELAS @Nalanda KAMARUPA -
dynasty that ruled over large parts of the ey A s L
Indian subcontinent, especially the : 7, e % R
. GHIARAT * PARAMARAS N
Deccan region, from the 8th to the 10th = 1 -
' A 1 i YEKALA
century CE. e R T ORISSA
: Fo Sy
TS 0 AW e [ o 3 RASHIRAKUTAS /.
104t erared) et drg ARAT S S
3UAgCA & f9W &0 § gfaoft Y7 craucis
' PALLA\/K.A‘”SC,;";"“" Gurjara - Pratiharas
( { ) )ER- R l L GANGAS\:.
e Their empire included present-day e
Cl*::.-_i::") .

Maharashtra, Karnataka, and
extended into parts of Madhya Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu.

3eTehl HIHTST Tl & HERISE, Fetled qaT 7eg vour IR affeag & oo el

e thell 31 |
« The dynasty is known for its contributions to art, architecture, literature, and mathematics.

Ig I Fell, IGFAT, feed AR AT A 39 AererT & fAv =T e 2

£ Y "‘/".‘:'D(AS

Founding and Capitals
Tt 3R erenfaat

e The dynasty was founded by Dantidurga around 735 CE, who established his capital at
Manyakheta (Malkhed) near modern-day Kalaburagi district, Karnataka.
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F at':iOt;!ghjhala

iy ONTACT: 9971932488
SH T hT TUTYAT 735 $FAT F WU &faget ol ol oY, [Siegiel 370=il TsTerrir
HURETAT (AAWS) T T, ST AT & Fargal forell (Fedles) & 98 &4 g

o Ellora (Ellichipuram) was also an important center during the early phase of their rule.

AT & TRTAH =TT & TaART (TFAFRAGH) ol veh Ageaqol e Tl

Key Rulers and Their Contributions

Y A AR 3% Anrer

o Dantidurga (735-756 CE): Overthrew the Chalukyas and laid the foundation of the
Rashtrakuta Empire. Initiated the construction of the Dashavatara Temple at Ellora.

gfegar (735-756 §¥Y): 3egiat areardl & Wifoia fram 3R Uegehe wmATey A i
@] 3giel TRt # qenaar #feT s fAHToT i geard @l

e Kirishna | (756-774 CE): Defeated the Pallavas and commissioned the construction of the
Kailasanatha Temple at Ellora, a monolithic rock-cut temple representing Mount Kailash.

FUT GUH (756774 $€A): 376 1o eeral ! Wiford fhar R waRr & Faraeny
ART &1 [FATOT FarT, I vERA Rem@s AfR d 3R AEe Faerar vdis 2

e Dhruva Dharavarsha (780-793 CE): Participated in the Tripartite Struggle for control over
Kannauyj, defeating both Pratiharas and Palas.

Yq €Ay (780-793 §Fl): Sgiol wewitel X fAF=0T & foU Boafr wad & syrer forar
3R ufaert T gret S wWfea fHar

e Govinda I11 (793-814 CE): Continued campaigns in northern India, reasserting control over
Kannauj and further consolidating the empire.

Mg el (793-814 §¥Y): 3wgial 308 ARG # ITFAT T W 3N Fewiter

AlRT AU FRAMAT X AT & 3R At |

« Amoghavarsha | (814-878 CE): Regarded as the greatest Rashtrakuta ruler. Shifted the
capital from Ellora to Manyakheta. Authored Kavirajamarga, the earliest Kannada
literary work.

AaEY GYH (814-878 §¥FY): S HaH ATl USThHe ATHF AT STl gl 3ogiad
TS TIRT W AUGaIdT TATATTRT HT| Sogial FIAUSTATT ATHS TIH Foels
afgfcas e o

Architectural Achievements

aﬁmﬁsqaﬁuﬁ

e The Rashtrakutas are celebrated for rock-cut architecture, especially at Ellora.

Teeehe Rar@s aegeen, Ay §9 A TaRT &, & fav gfdey gl
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o Kailasanatha Temple is a massive monolithic temple carved out of a single rock,
representing Lord Shiva’s abode.

FATHATT FRT U e vaned AfRE R v & Tcers ¥ awrem 3w § 3R Iy
g 9 & A s & 9dis gl

e Indra Sabha and Kota Kailasa are other notable cave temples at Ellora, known for their
intricate carvings.

g W 3R FIeT SHaTw ART Y 3T W I AR §, S I e arpredt &
fav gfdey g

Literary and Scientific Contributions

aifgfeas 3R denfasw A

o Kavirajamarga, written by Amoghavarsha I, is a treatise on Kannada poetics and
considered the earliest extant Kannada literary work.

FITARTSTHATT, 9T FAETY YT o [O@T AT, Feels FEIAFA T Th JI § 3R 3@
qad Il Feels Aifefods FA AT Scr &

e Ganitasara Sangraha, authored by Mahaviracharya, is one of the earliest comprehensive
texts on arithmetic, covering operations, fractions, and algebraic equations.

wifeghT A, Biee, 3R fiseriordr a#ewor anfae &
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Urdu is the finest specimen
of composite cultural ethos
of India, says Supreme Court

|GS Paper I: Society

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
said it is a “pitiable digres-
sion from reality” to be-
lieve that Hindi is the lan-
guage of the Hindus and
Urdu of the Muslims. A lan-
guage is only a means of
communication and does
not represent a religion, it
stated.

“Language is not reli-
gion. Language does not
even represent religion.
Language belongs to a
community, to a region, to
people; and not to a reli-
gion. Language is culture.
Language is the yardstick
to measure the civilisation-
al march of a community
and its people. So is the
case of Urdu, which is the
finest specimen of Ganga-
Jamuni tahzeeb, or the Hin-
dustani tahzeeb, which is
the composite cultural eth-
os of the plains of northern

"~

from an appeal filed
against the use of Urdu on
the signboard of a new
building of the Municipal
Council, Patur, in Akola
district of Maharashtra.
The signage ‘Municipal
Council, Patur’ was written
in Marathi and then in Ur-
du. The appellant, Varsha-
tai, a former Municipal
Council member, said Ma-
rathi was the official lan-
guage of the State of Maha-
rashtra and that the use of
Urdu was “wrong”.

The court said Urdu was
not an alien language. It
was born and nurtured in

from the misconception
that Urdu is alien to India.
This opinion, we are
afraid, is incorrect as Urdu,
like Marathi and Hindi, is
an Indo-Aryan language,”
Justice Dhulia said.

The court said Hindi
and Urdu were fundamen-
tally one language. “When
we criticise Urdu, we are in
a way also criticising Hin-
di... True, Urdu is mainly
written in Nastaliq and
Hindi in Devanagari; but
then scripts do not make a
language. What makes lan-
guages distinct is their syn-
tax, their grammar and
their phonology. Urdu and
Hindi have broad similari-
ties in all these counts,” the
top court said.

The fusion of the two
languages, Hindi and Ur-
du, met a roadblock in the
form of the puritans on
both sides and Hindi be-
came more Sanskritised
and Urdu more Persian,

Urdu is the finest
specimen of
composite cultural
ethos of India, says
Supreme Court

38 HR Y WIS
AEHTaF a1
ATS 3ETEI0T &, A
FIC of Fgl

« The Supreme Court
said that itis a
“pitiable digression
from reality” to believe
that Hindi is the
language of Hindus
and Urdu of Muslims.

g FIE A FgT o I8
#Terert 3 Y fgat
3R 3E FHAHATAT Y 79T
2, “arEdfaedr ¥ g+
e’ gl

and central India,” aBench  India, and reached greater  Justice Dhulia explained.
of Justices Sudhanshu Dhu-  refinement and became a The common man’s eve- .
lia and Vinod Chandran language of choice for ryday Hindi was peppered ° A language is mefe'y a
said in a judgment. poets in India. “The pre-  with Urdu terms, the judge Means of communication _and
The order stemmed judice against Urdu stems noted. does not represent a religion.
Teh HTNT Shdel AR T ATEIH
gidT & 3R et &t wfafaftes s w3
e ‘“Language is not religion. Language belongs to a community, a region, or people, not
to areligion.

"$TST IS €1 FTET § | YT Ueh WA, Ueh &1 AT A1 & HefeeT gieht 8, eef @ e |

e Language is aform of culture, and a yardstick to measure the civilisational
progress of a community.

HTST FEFTT T Ueh T ¢ 3N oy T BT Feramra yarfey sl AT 7 ATes ¢
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e Urdu, the court said, is the finest specimen of Ganga-Jamuni or Hindustani tahzeeb,
the composite cultural ethos of northern and central India.

ST & gl foh 3G M-Sl AT ffqeared desiia &1 AvS 3qTE0T &, 5t 3ad 3 e
HR T AT WiEFfas RATHT 1 a2 1

e This observation was made by a Bench of Justices Sudhanshu Dhulia and Vinod
Chandran during a judgment.

Ig fecault maraefet gemy gfemm ik fae gt Hr @sdie o v favkr & eRrer |
e The judgment was given in response to an appeal filed against the use of Urdu on a
signboard of the Municipal Council, Patur in Akola district, Maharashtra.

Ig fA0TT HERTSE & Irprel A & 9Tt A9R aRweg T Argaals W 3¢ F 3090 & [Werrh
gRR ek 3rdier oX feam |

e The signboard had ‘Municipal Council, Patur’ written in Marathi first, followed by Urdu.
SH HISA6TS IX gl AWSY H 3R T 3¢ 7 TR IRwe, ey’ forar arar 2|

e The appellant, Varshatai, a former council member, argued that Marathi is the official
language of Maharashtra, and hence Urdu should not be used.

37diererdT auarg, St o qd 79 aRwe TewT €, A o feam o AU AgRrSg
iR s § 3R safaT 3¢ @ g T B

e The court emphasized that Urdu is not an alien language. It was born and nurtured
in India, and later became the language of choice for poets.

AT & SIX ST gl Toh 38 1S Fadelt amer 511 &1 T8 oRa & st 3ilv welt-adY § 3
g1¢ 7 I8 wiaa) Y qHdET ST ST

e The prejudice against Urdu is due to the misconception that it is foreign to India,
which is incorrect.

38 & 9fd qatarg 58 Taawed! & HRUT § [ Ig 3R & fow faaef &, s 6 e 21

e Urdu, like Hindi and Marathi, is an Indo-Aryan language, the court noted.
AT o &gl [ 3§, fEdY 3R AdY i v &) var fig-3md s 3

e The court also pointed out that Hindi and Urdu are fundamentally one language.
T o Ig 3 et foh Y 3R 3¢ AT w9 @ v & o

e« The main difference is that Urdu uses Nastaliq script, while Hindi uses Devanagari;
but scripts do not define a language.

HEY 3R e ¢ o 3§ Avafas A & 3k f daanrd fafy & fodr s &; afeher
Rt smer & wgame 7€t 8t

e What defines a language is its syntax, grammar, and phonology, in which Urdu and
Hindi have broad similarities.

HTST T IR FIA & ST AT, q1aF Tara iR eafart S somedt, foraet 3¢ 3k
&Y 77 =aTas gATTaT
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Monsoon anticipation
Despite prediction of normal rainfall,
India must be ready for extremes
T he India Meteorological Department

(IMD) has given a reassuring signal that

from June to September, India is likely to
receive ‘above normal’ monsoon rainfall, or 5%
more than the historical average of 87 cm. Were
this to pan out as projected, it would be a second
consecutive year of ‘above normal’ rains. Last
year, India received 8% more monsoon rain than
what is typical from June to September. This is
good news for kharif sowing, which will help im-
prove stocks of grain and shore up reserves for
exports. This year the government has also com-
mitted to procure, at the minimum support pric-
es, pulses in an attempt to reduce the import bill.
As pulses are a more land-intensive crop than ce-
real, good rains are essential for an adequate har-
vest. The IMD follows a two-stage system of mon-
soon forecasts: the first in April, followed by an
update in mid-May, which has additional infor-
mation on rainfall distribution. These are regular-
ly updated monthly, alongside a host of short-
term forecasts. Thus, what is forecast in April
may not exactly unfurl itself given the limitations
of meteorological science and the computational
tools required. However, this year, there is cer-
tainty about the absence of an El Nifio. Associat-
ed with a warming of the Equatorial Pacific and
with six out of 10 years linked to weak monsoon
rain, a monsoon without an El Nifio augurs well
for India. Another encouraging factor is a param-
eter called the ‘Eurasian snow cover, or snow
cover areas of northern hemisphere and Eurasia
(January-March, 2025). These were ‘below nor-
mal,’ and, according to IMD meteorologists, have
an ‘inverse relationship” with that year’s summer
monsoon rainfall. An inverse relationship means
that less snow corresponds to more rain.

For its monsoon forecasts, the IMD uses
weather models that simulate the ocean and the
atmosphere. This year, except for the El Nifo,
none of the ‘oceanic parameters’ indicates either
way — how the monsoon will pan out. This is not
unusual but means that factors closer to the sub-
continent - cyclonic activity in the Bay of Bengal
and Arabian Sea for instance — will have greater
importance to the monsoon. Past years with
above normal rainfall have brought flooding and
landslides, accentuated by the challenges of glo-
bal warming. Kerala’s Wayanad disaster in July
last year, that killed at least 200 people and dis-
placed several times that number, is just one in-
stance. Therefore, positive news on the monsoon
front should not distract the focus of the Centre
and States from putting in place adequate infras-
tructure to minimise damage and the loss of lives.

~

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Monsoon anticipation: On the monsoon
in 2025

AT $T Tell&Tr: 2025 A ATHA T

The India Meteorological Department (IMD)
has forecast that India is likely to receive
‘above normal’ monsoon rainfall — about 5%
more than the historical average of 87 cm
from June to September.

R ®iH faane fsmer (IMD) & #fasgaroft fir g
foF sRa =t 57 & Rdaw & i sitwe 87 F aut
Y eleTT 7 SAITSeT 5% 31T ATTHeir awt ffres
THTGT B
o If this projection holds true, it would mark the second
consecutive year of ‘above normal’ rains.

I TG 3T ATT TEY G &, Al Fg FIAMAR AU a¥ gIT STl
A & it aut gl

e In 2024, India received 8% more monsoon rain than the
average from June to September.

2024 #, R 1 o[t @ e & ey 3itwa & 8% st
ATAYAT a9 97T g3 |

o]
e This is positive news for kharif sowing, as it could help
improve grain stocks and increase export reserves.

IE GUH BHAT Y AT$ & [T FHRICHE TaT § i S84
TS 73R # g 3R AT 813K qore # Acg Aol |

e The government has also committed to procure pulses at
MSP to reduce the import bill.

TN o HATT AT B FH A o [0 gt gadeT Jqo7
(MSP) TR grait &Y @ig &1 3T arer fhar gl

e Since pulses are more land-intensive than cereals, good
rainfall is essential for adequate production.

TR aTel 31eTTST Y JoretT # 3770 A i AT weht §, safov
3 3euteet & T 3red aut 3nava gl
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Two-stage Monsoon Forecast System

&Y <RI ATl ATAHEA TaTIATeT JoTTelt

+ |IMD follows a two-stage forecasting system — the first in April and an update in
mid-May, including rainfall distribution.

IMD Ueh &Y |0Tt T YaTeTATeT FOTTel T UTelel Shicll § — TgelT GateJATeT 3riter 7 3R g@r
egasT A§ ;LY H giar ¢, fras aut faxor H sy eanfAer g 81

e These are further updated monthly and accompanied by short-term forecasts.
o1 QaTeTATe ot AR T & HeTdeT T STl § 3N Seieh AT FaeqHIfar qaregar ot
g 8|

e However, due to limitations in meteorological science, what is forecast in April may
not fully materialise.

glenifen, Fww Rt Y Hemait & Swror, 3rier 7 o I qaegATeT Y avE @ W gl
8T FehdT|

Absence of El Nifio: A Positive Signal

v Ay Y IR T FHRIHS Hehel

e There is certainty about the absence of El Nifio this year, which usually weakens the
monsoon in 6 out of 10 years.

58 aY T Al AT IrqafPafar i ol fAfReaaar g, St AR w10 # @ 6 st & AT
Y FHASAR FAT ¢

e Thus, a monsoon without El Nifio is encouraging for India.

SHTAT, T &Hial R ATTHA AR & foIv ScqTgaiaTa ol

Eurasian Snow Cover: Inverse Relation

QAT feATavor: Rl wae

e Another favorable factor is Eurasian snow cover, which was below normal during
January to March 2025.

Teh 31 3Tefehel R & AR FATGTOT, ST STt § AT 2025 & SRIT THT § F

LTl
e This parameter has an inverse relationship with India’s summer monsoon — less
sSnow means more rain.

58 R T HRA & AeAHTelled AT O Aadid Faer glar § — A1l w1 ahardy,
3t aui &1 T B
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Uncertainty in Other Oceanic Parameters
I FHA ATHT A AR

e IMD uses weather models that simulate the ocean and atmosphere for forecasting.
IMD YaTeATel & T W 3R argHse Y el FIA aTel ANTH ATl T 3TN AT |

e This year, apart from El Nifio, other oceanic parameters are neutral, indicating no
clear signal for monsoon.

58 a¥, Tl fiell FY BISH, 3T A ATAF dCEY ¢, il AT o [IT FI§ TISC bl
81 &d|

e Hence, regional factors, such as cyclonic activity in the Bay of Bengal and Arabian
Sea, will be more critical.

sgfeIT, §aTTer Y @TEY 31 3RT PR & 9hrRr fafafaat S e #Re srfts Avias
gl |
Flooding and Landslides in Previous Years

Reo st & 913 3K sFEaa

o Past years with above normal rainfall also witnessed floods and landslides,
worsened by climate change.

el auf & g & 3iftrs aut & wrer a1g 3R sE@ara it ¢ 7v, foie Sterary aRade
o 3R s T o

e For example, in July 2024, Wayanad, Kerala experienced a disaster that killed at least
200 people and displaced thousands.

3CTENT & ToIT, AT 2024 #, el & AAATS H Teh 31T9aT TS [STHH Fa1 & Ha 200 #ver
AR T AR FRE 91 e go

Preparedness Must Continue Despite Good Forecasts

IS GATTAT & d1a9lg aRT SR Tgalt TIfRT

e The positive monsoon forecast must not divert attention from infrastructure
preparedness by the Centre and States.

HHRICHS AT TaTA O &g 31 Uo7 S0aRi 1 giaand e 6 & e 767
ger g

o Efforts must focus on minimising loss of lives and damage through early warning
systems and relief mechanisms.

AT Y SATA-HATe & JHATT HI FH P AR g 3UTAT I e grel A11e T
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Eurasian Snow Cover and Its Inverse Relationship with the Indian
Summer Monsoon

RRTe o maRor AR AR dreFFreT AT & i
el weer

e Eurasian snow cover refers to the extent of snow accumulation over the Eurasian landmass,
particularly during the winter and spring months. This snow cover plays a significant role in
influencing the Indian summer monsoon, which occurs from June to September.

PRI BA ITaRor RRTA FUe@s W AT w0 F@féat 3R ad6a wg & A=A
# Reara @y AT qAfer B FE A MMRorSEr @ RAaawdw gl arel SR
AreHprellar ATH w1 THIAT Hel H Ageaqor ${fAFT 91T &

e Aninverse relationship exists between Eurasian snow cover and the Indian summer monsoon
rainfall.

RIS A a1 3R AR feAweller AR a9 F ST v Rda F@aw g
gl

e This means that when the snow cover over Eurasia is below normal during the preceding
winter and spring, the Indian summer monsoon tends to be stronger, resulting in increased
rainfall.

3T Ades § & o WMo wféat ik awad QR w e sravor aeres &
FAGIAT 8, dl AT ATHA A gl o, fqaq aut srfrew g g

e Conversely, above-normal snow cover is associated with weaker monsoon activity and
reduced rainfall over India.

gHh faulid, ote @ 3maver s @ HfOF gan §, o AR S Afafate FAAR
gidr § 3R 9Ra #Fawl FA L B

Mechanisms Behind the Relationship

5H §9Y & fi¥ & o7

e The inverse relationship is primarily attributed to the snow-albedo effect and its impact on
atmospheric circulation patterns.

Ig faolia @y AeT &9 4 fRa-vedist gorra 3N argwser aRE=Ror oY s e
& ROT BT Bl
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Snow-Albedo Effect
RA-TedlaY yara

Snow has a high albedo, meaning it reflects a significant portion of incoming solar radiation.

BAE & 3= vediEraar &, 37UTT Ig 3= arer @R FeAT T Teh 997 e Wafdd a1
&ar gl

Extensive snow cover over Eurasia leads to increased reflection of sunlight, resulting in cooler
surface temperatures.

RN W a9 R AT T & yehrer & Af8w wrade F1 HROT ST &, orad
A 1 FaE S S &l

This cooling affects the temperature gradient between the land and the ocean, which is
crucial for the development of monsoon winds.

IE 5% A AR AFEPR & T AT A H Tafad FAT §, S AT ganst
& faoe & T Ageaqul g B

Atmospheric Circulation

gz R

Reduced snow cover leads to warmer land surfaces, enhancing the land-sea temperature
contrast.

A A Araor {fA Hr wag F W AT § IR HA-wHG AT AT Ferr g

This contrast strengthens the monsoon circulation by intensifying the low-pressure system
over the Indian subcontinent.

I IR AR 3UAGIEET TR fAF=1-g1 JUITell &l o7 e ATAqel TREEOT 1
HAIT AT &
As a result, moist air is drawn from the oceans, leading to increased rainfall.

6% YRURGEY AERIRT & 7 g fGod &, fore ot # qefrerdh &1
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Call for permanent settlement for tribals

[GS Paper I: Society ]

n 2005, around 50,000

Gond tribals were forced to

migrate to then-undivided

Andhra Pradesh (now parts
of Telangana) when the
Government of India embarked on
the ‘strategic hamleting’
programme — an approach used in
south Vietnam in the 1960s — to
eliminate Maoists in Chhattisgarh.
The project, however, was a
failure. The tribals, who the
government had relocated to
roadside camps, have long gone
back home to the deep forests,
and while some, who could not go
back in fear of Maoists, joined the
security forces.

Some of these dislocated tribals
are now the backbone of the
current military successes of
security forces against Maoists in
Chhattisgarh. Many Maoists who
have surrendered have also joined
them. Unlike central paramilitary
forces and local non-tribal police,
these tribals know the language
and terrain of the area, and have
proven to be game-changers,
especially for Home Minister Amit
Shah, who has announced that the
war against Maoists will be over by
March 31, 2026.

Through the years

The Strategic Hamlet Program to
fight communist revolutionaries is
not new in India. Just after
Independence, at the end of 1949,
the new Government of India also
shifted tribals from forests to
roadside camps to fight the
Telangana communist
revolutionaries after the surrender
of the Nizam. They had recruited
hundreds of tribals as “special
police constables” to fight the
communist dalams, although they
mostly possessed rudimentary
weapons such as spears and axes
and had no military training. One
such special group of Koya tribals
was the “Tiger Squad,” which had
around 300 members.

The Strategic Hamlet strategy
was more successful in Mizoram in
the 1960s, where the government
eventually reached a peace deal
with the Mizo fighters. Much later,
in 2019, when the same Mizo

Call for Permanent Settlement for Tribals
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Shubhranshu
Choudhary
author of ‘Let’s call
him Vasu: With
Maoists in
Chhattisgarh’. He is
also an active
member of the New
Peace Process there

Most of the
displaced tribals,
mainly from the
new generation,
are attracted
towards more
economic
opportunities
available in
Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana

tribals started a fight with fellow
Bru (Reang) tribals — causing
thousands to flee to nearby
Tripura - the Government of India
came to their rescue with a Bru
rehabilitation plan.

However, the government has
not shown kindness towards the
Gutti Koya tribals (as they are
known in Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana), who have been living
precariously on illegally occupied
forest lands for almost 20 years. In
a recent meeting of the National
Commission of Scheduled Tribes
(NCST), a representative from the
Chhattisgarh government stated
that around 10,000 Gond tribals
have been displaced to other
States due to ongoing violence,
and most of them do not want to
return. Representatives from
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
reported that they have 24,000
and 8,000 displaced tribals,
respectively, from Chhattisgarh.

The NCST has ordered a proper
survey of the displaced people in
three months. The same order was
issued in 2019, but Chhattisgarh
said they could not conduct the
survey then, due to the COVID-19
pandemic. The attitude of the
Chhattisgarh government has
slightly improved. In a written
reply to a Congress MLA from
Bastar a few years ago, the then
Home Minister of Chhattisgarh
stated in the Vidhan Sabha:
“Because no tribal has been
displaced due to ongoing violence
in Bastar to other States, hence
there is no question of their
rehabilitation.”

In the absence of any national
or international law for Internally
Displaced People (IDPs) which
India abides by, these tribals have
been the subject of atrocities over
the years — from forest officials,
police, and even local tribals who
view them as encroachers on their
resources. Maoists have not
allowed them to go back, and State
authorities in Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana are reluctant to treat
them as tribals.

As per Clause 3.1(m) of the
Forest Rights Act (FRA), if a tribal
person was forced to vacate a
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forest land under her possession
before the cut-off date of
December 13, 2005, the State must
provide her with alternative forest
land. Many IDPs in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana have
applied under this clause,
requesting alternative forest land
in these States. However, the
Chhattisgarh government has
been sitting on those applications
for over five years. The clause
does not say that alternative land
cannot be given in a different
State. Yet, Chhattisgarh has not
raised the issue with either the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs in Delhi
or Andhra Pradesh and Telangana,
despite repeated requests.

Under the 2019 Bru
Rehabilitation Plan, Bru tribals
were given the option of either
going back to Mizoram or staying
back in Tripura with lesser State
support. Over the past 20 years, a
new generation of Gutti Koya
tribals has grown up in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, but they
have been denied State support as
tribals because both governments
treat them as “migrants who
cannot be given tribal status.” In
the NCST meeting, representatives
of both States said, “We try to give
support to these displaced tribals
on humanitarian grounds, but we
cannot do much. The Central
Home Ministry should intervene
here, as they have done in the case
of other Internally Displaced
People elsewhere.”

Most of the displaced tribals,
mainly from the new generation,
are attracted towards more
economic opportunities available
in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
and wish to stay. Telangana has
taken over farmlands of many
displaced tribals, planting trees
there as part of a renewed effort to
push them back to Chhattisgarh,
and Andhra Pradesh has
discouraged any efforts to build
new houses in the forest by
violently destroying them. Courts
have occasionally offered relief to
displaced tribals, but they are
looking for a permanent
settlement so that the new
generation can live a life of dignity.
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Around 50,000 Gond tribals were forced to migrate to undivided
Andhra Pradesh in 2005 due to the Government of India's ‘strategic
hamleting’ programme aimed at eliminating Maoists in Chhattisgarh.

2005 # HRA TIFR GART SAANG H AT T FHATCH FIo & 36T §
& e 10w fore BHafeer Fdsar & FROT F9rs19r 50,000 A5 ATfearH!
1 ATAITSIT e w&er A Tyt et & forw Aty v o

e The programme, inspired by a similar model in 1960s South Vietnam, eventually failed.

1960 & F2F ¥ TATOT FaAAAATH H oI19] Ueh HATA HAISel ¥ URT T§ HRIHA 3 Awer

&l

e While some tribals returned to the forests, others who feared Maoists joined the security
forces.
TS AT STl & a9d Tl 1T, STdieh Sif AT3NATeAT F ST &, 3egiel &t aai 7
A gl 97T

e These dislocated tribals now form the backbone of security forces fighting Maoists in
Chhattisgarh.

I faFaTfid 3nfeard 31 odieere # ANt & fEarh o5 W gt aai # §ig a7 5
gl

e Many surrendered Maoists have also joined them.
s FATT AT o 319 53 Ioh &

« Unlike central forces, these tribals know the terrain and language, making them
effective in the operations.

PEN Felt o FAuId, I ey gemeh iR s & aRfRAa &, o 3 vt R gU &l

e Home Minister Amit Shah has announced that the war against Maoists will be over by
March 31, 2026.

g #Al AT ATE 7 TNVOT AT § o ANt o [ gerr 31 AT 2026 oo FACA &1
ST |

Historical Background of Strategic Hamlet Programme

T g s FT1 Wagias dest

o A similar strategy was used in 1949, post-Independence, to fight Telangana communist
revolutionaries.

1949, 3TTATET & TG, SH TG T AT T ITAT AeMAT & FFYFee Fifawal d
8o o forw foham ara |
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Hundreds of tribals were recruited as “special police constables”, often with
rudimentary weapons like spears and axes.

Heret fearfaat R gfer wieeaer & & 3 o7t foma are, fSrees ore et smer
3R Fegrfzat S amaror gRAAR A

One such group was the “Tiger Squad” of Koya tribals, which had around 300
members.

Teh UHT &1 HHE AT HIAT IRETTAAT T “218eR Tarars”, ToTHH Sfemsiar 300 HaEy U |
The strategy succeeded in Mizoram in the 1960s, leading to a peace deal with Mizo
fighters.

1960 ¥ 2w H AARA 7 I8 WS Tha WY, T Ay et & ary enfa wasian
g3

iater, in 2019, Mizo tribals clashed with Bru (Reang) tribals, prompting the Centre to
launch a Bru rehabilitation plan.

e #, 2019ﬁ,%ﬁaﬁaﬁﬁwq\(ﬁwﬁ)aﬁmﬁﬁﬁmﬁ§mﬁmﬁéﬂﬁq\
YAy ISTelT Y& |

Gutti Koya Tribals Still Deprived of Rights
et A nfears 3T off arftert & afea

The Gutti Koya tribals have been living on illegally occupied forest lands in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana for nearly 20 years.

et AT JfearHY eferstar 20 aNt & e g FR AT 7 AT T F FooAT HY TS TeT
A REEE

In a recent NCST meeting, Chhattisgarh reported about 10,000 displaced Gond
tribals, most unwilling to return.

gTel T ISEIT HH IS STeTlTicl AT (NCST) T §5eh H BeiHING o AT o STarsqar
10,000 313 3mfearHt fawenfaa gu g 3R iferenrer amow ¢t sitea o

Telangana and Andhra Pradesh reported having 24,000 and 8,000 displaced tribals,
respectively.

ATt 31T 3T Uer & shaer: 24,000 33K 8,000 fawrarfua nfearfaay $ir Rare &

NCST ordered a survey within 3 months, but a similar order in 2019 was not
implemented due to COVID-19.

NCST o 3 A & offax Wd&ToT T 311 er T, Jfarst 2019 F e arr var & 3meer

COVID-19 & HRUT o] gl 81 Heh |

Earlier, Chhattisgarh had denied any displacement, saying there was no need for
rehabilitation.

Ugol SAITG TR of fhdT HT faeamoe & R #a gU g o7 o qorate T FS
HTIIHAT ART ¢ |
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Lack of Legal Protection for Internally Displaced Tribals

et v @ e snfearfiat & fore e wwaror #ir w

e There is no national or international law for Internally Displaced People (IDPs) that
India follows.

R VA ey off T AT HATSERT FHefeT bl UTeled o161 el & i ot 9 & favenfa
AN (IDPs) & foIw ST 8T

e These tribals have faced atrocities from forest officials, police, and local tribals.
5ot Jnfeariaat 1 gt R, o 3w snfarfaat @ srearart &1 aer
HEAT IST &

e Maoists do not allow them to return, and Andhra Pradesh and Telangana refuse to
recognise them as tribals.

HATHGTET 3¢ aT9H T 781 &, 3T 3TeT T TAT Jei9MelT 3¢ HTRErE & T & AT
gt S|

Forest Rights Act Clause Ignored
g HTOFR AT Hir arT ¥ a2

o As per Clause 3.1(m) of FRA, tribals evicted before December 13, 2005, must be given
alternative forest land.

Tt HAFR AT (FRA) FT €RT 3.1(m) & 38R, At et snfeard a1 13 e
2005 & Tl detel o I g1, dl 38 dfeus a1 §{f& & STl e |

e« Many IDPs applied under this clause, but Chhattisgarh has not processed applications
for 5 years.

s faradl & 59 4RT & dgd 3Mdes [T, dfthe SiHIe PR 5 a8t & 3 Al W
FRATS G HY T &

e The clause does not bar inter-State allocation, but Chhattisgarh hasn’t raised the issue
with Delhi, Telangana, or Andhra Pradesh.

g URT TS & a6 A Araeet @ 78T Uehell, T 81 xliweTe oF Reelt, defarrer 4t 3mer
YR & HTY g HegT =gl 36T g |

Contrast with Bru Rehabilitation Plan

o QAT AYSTeT & |IY Jelell

e Under the 2019 Bru plan, tribals could return to Mizoram or stay in Tripura with
reduced State support.

2019 FY § AN & e, Jnfeardr AR wiic Tohd & a1 B & a7 TgrIdT & aY E
Hohd o
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e The new generation of Gutti Koya tribals has grown up in Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, but are denied tribal status.

?@mmﬁﬁﬁﬂémmﬁﬂwmﬁﬁ—aﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁm
T GoIT o1 T 1T

e State governments say they offer only humanitarian support and have urged the
Central Home Ministry to intervene.

ST TIHN FEc § [ I hdel ATTIAT F TR 9T WETAAT &l & IR 3ogiel FerT I8
HATAT T §EARTT T 31T T & |

State Hostility Towards Displaced Tribals

i srfearfaat & ufa U=t &1 fAdercas &

e Most young tribals prefer staying due to better economic opportunities in these
States.

HfRehcR Zar JnfeardT dgav AT rawRY & HRUT 5 T2l H Gl THS i &

o Telangana has taken over their farmland for tree plantation to push them back.
QAETAT o Soo ATTH HoTol o [T Sofehl Welt Y STHNT I FETRIIOT T B

e Andhra Pradesh has destroyed new houses built in forests by displaced tribals.

3T WoRr & STl H FAEATTOa! gaRT §11U 970 AT o’y & dis f=ar &

Courts have occasionally offered relief, but tribals seek a permanent settlement for a life of
dignity.
el =aTATeral & e &1 &, oHfehet JTEarET FFATTOr Sftaet & forv FUrfY qoratar ohr #7er Y

teld

Bru (Reang) Tribals
g, (§iar) Seranfar
e The Bru (also known as Reang) are one of the 21 Scheduled Tribes of Tripura
and are also found in Mizoram and Assam.

g (e fior ot @ve1 Sma ), Bqu &1 21 seqqiRa seenfaai 3 @ o §, 3R 3 AeRa
AR r@# 7 o 9w S
e They are recognized as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG) in Tripura.
gt AQU A @Y &0 § AR Saardd g (PVTG) & & & ATl Ired gl
Language and Religion

s1TeT 3R et

e They speak the Reang dialect, which is associated with the Kokborok language
group of the Tibeto-Burman family.

q airer Sar el drerd §, S forsael-aeft aftar f swais smar w9(F @ w69 8
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e Bru tribes mostly follow Hinduism, and worship deities like Lakshmi, Shiva, and
other forest spirits.
3 STefellic HEad: g oot 1 A § AR @adlt, AT 3R 307 a7 agant & qor el g

Conflict and Displacement
wu¥ 3R Reuae
e In 1997, following ethnic tensions in Mizoram, thousands of Bru people were
displaced and took refuge in Tripura, living in relief camps for over two decades.

1997 & ASRHA & AT Tara & Tordd §olRT § el RAedid g=m 931 3R 3egie AR
#H QROT off, 7T I &Y &P & I’F AT I Tga AR 7 W7

e The displacement was triggered after the killing of a Mizo forest guard, allegedly
by Bru militants.
Ig faTuTde a9 ¥ §IT 9 U A o W@ih M g g3, o9 § IIarfedt g

AT FATAT AT

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. SC wary of denotifying Waqf-by-user lands
3YARTFHAT GaRT TATRT TF6 {fA Y IFATT G F i

AR GHIHA FIE TaH
2. NCW Forms Panel to Investigate Violence in
Murshidabad

Hiderare 7 AT i ST & AT Tadissey a Yerer Fera
3. Northeastern Region is Gateway to Southeast Asia, says
Jaishankar

qafa< 817 faror-qd UfRIT 1 §@R §, SIaea F Fal
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4. Chief Justice Khanna Recommends Justice Gavai as
Successor

HET RN el & SIS 798 FY SaURaR F T H
gt fomam
5. How Chinais Fighting U.S. Tariffs

F et AR Yol FT AN FI W@

6. WTO Forecasts Global Merchandise Trade to Fall 0.2%
Amid Tariff Tensions

R qarrd & dfia WTO F 3Ras a¥q SR 7 0.2% e
FT AT FATAT
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SC wary of denotifiying Waqgf-by-user lands

CJ1 Khanna, hearing around 100 petitions over the
on in the 202:

order; petitioners que

Krishna jagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
on Wednesday

5 Prov

non-Wagf properties.
These would include pro-
perties catcgoriscd as
“Wagf-by-user” or Wagf by
long usage wnhou( formal

1 provi-
sions of the Wagf (Amend-
ment) Act, 2025 which de-
recognised the “esta-
blished” Wagqf-by-user
category of property, al-
lowed non-Muslims into
Wagqf administrative bo-
dies, and granted the state
power to determine if a
property was Waqgf or
government’s.

During the two-hour
hearing of around 100 peti-
tions in a packed cour-
troom, Chief Justice of In-
dia Sanjiv Khanna, heading
a three-judge Bench, went
on to propose a three-
point interim order to “ba-
lance equities” on all sides

in the case.

Three points

First, he suggested that
properties already de-

clared Wagf by courts need
not, for the time being, be
denotified or treated as

or registra-
non Wagf by declaration
or “otherwise”.

Second, the Chief Jus-
tice mooted that the desig-
nated government officer
could continue to look into
whether a property was
Wagf or government’s, but
a connected proviso freez-
ing the use of the property
in the meanwhile as Waqf
could be stayed.

Third, Chief Justice
Khanna mulled giving the
go-ahead to the appoint-
ment of non-Muslims as ex-
officio members in the
Central Waqf Council and
Wagf Boards, provided the
other members were
Muslims.

However, the govern-
ment stalled the passing of
any interim order, seeking
more time to argue. The
case was adjourned to 2
p.m. on Thursday without
an interim order or is-

Raising
questions
Some of the

Where

amendments which

came under the
spotlight in the SC

the records?

do you find

<.

hearing: KAPIL SIBAL 4
Advocate for the ¥ 'e" ’
petitioners 3 y/

Inclusion of non-

Muslim members
to the Central Wagqf
Council and State

Wagqf Boards ! X
could come out of the Waqf
Insertion of fold rform hi
TNt old to perform his
rights in Waqf Alal benevolence
Aulad. This alters
TUSHAR MEHTA

the principle that
dedication of a Wagqf

is absolute of India

suance of notice to the
Centre.

The Chief Justice said
the court would not nor-
mally intervene with legis-
lation passed by Parlia-
ment, but there were
exceptions. The CJI voiced
concern that denotifica-
tion of Waqf-by-user pro-
perties would lead to a
“huge problem”.

Solicitor-General

Ifa Muslim wanted
to do charity, he

“Before the Britishers
came, we did not have land
registration law or Transfer
of Property Act. Many of
the masjids were con-
structed in the 14th, 15th,
and 17th centuries. Asking
them to produce a regis-
tered sale deed now is an
impossibility, like in the
case of Jama Masjid, which
is Waqf-by-user property. If

Q Denotification
of Waqf-by-user

properties would lead to

a huge problem

Many of the masjids were

constructed in the 14th,

15th and 17th centuries.

Asking them to produce

asale deed
now isan
impossibility

SANJIV
KHANNA
Chief Justice
of India

you had established ‘Wagf-
by-user” in the versions of
the Wagqf Act prior to the
2025 Amendment Act, can
it be made void now?”
Chief Justice Khanna asked
Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta who was represent-
ing the Union government.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, for the petitioners,
said “who was the state to

SC wary of denotifying Waqf-by-user lands
3YANTHAT GART T TFF A FT AT AT FIA F AT

FAA FIC TS

Hearing of Petitions and Court Observations

i3t At gaars AR ey H feeaforgt

e The Supreme Court on Wednesday raised questions over provisions of the Wagqf
(Amendment) Act, 2025, especially the derecognition of "Waqf-by-user" properties,
inclusion of non-Muslims in Wagf administrative bodies, and giving state power to
decide whether a property was Waqf or government-owned.

Ul IE o FUAR T aFF (FMereT) JfATAIA, 2025 & Fraenet o Farer 3o7v, faAThT
" SYARTRT G@RT FATR q&6" HARIAT 1 AT Flet, I-AREAL 1 o6 gematas
At & anfAe =, 3R I8 T R 7 3R TsT WFR A & ol foh gufa
JFP g IT TR

Interim Order Proposal by CJI
HET AT TART AR TS FT T&dTT

say I cannot be a Wagf-by-
user? Many of these Waqfs
were created hundreds of
years ago. Where do you
find the records?”

Senior advocate A.M.
Singhvi, also for the peti-
tioners, said four out of
eight lakh Wagqfs were
Wagqf-by-user properties.

‘How to register?’

Mr. Mehta said these pro-
perties could be registered.
But the CJI asked how the
government intended to
“register” Wagqf-by-user?
There would be no
documents.

The petitioners ques-
tioned a provision in the
2025 Act which mandated
a person to prove he had
been a practising Muslim
for five years before dedi-
cating his property as
Wagf. This clause, they
said, was a violation of Arti-
cle 26 (the right to form
and maintain institutions
for religious and charitable

intents) of the
Constitution.
“In short, 1 have to

Wagf Act, proposes a three-point interim order to ‘balance equities’; court adjourns hearing without passing any interim
ct which mandated a person to prove he had been a practising Muslim for 5 years before dedicating his property as Waqf

QQ Many of these
Waqfs were created

hundreds of years ago.

prove to the state that I am
a good Muslim,” Mr. Sibal
said.

Mr. Mehta said if a Mus-
lim wanted to do charity,
he could come out of the
Wagf fold and perform his
benevolence.

Senior advocate Rajeev
Dhavan said the basis of
the petitioners’ attack was
that a Waqf was essential to
Islam. “Charity is an essen-
tial practice of Islam. The
Act triggers a loss of con-
trol of our religion in fa-
vour of the state,” he
submitted.

Justice K.V. Viswanathan
asked when Hindu reli-
gious endowments were
controlled by Hindus,
could a law allow persons
from other religions to gov-
ern Waqf administrative
bodies.

Mr. Mehta objected to
petitioners’ argument that
the Centre had “usurped”
the Central Wagf Council.

CJ1 Khanna also referred
to the communal violence
in West Bengal over the Act
as “very disturbing”.
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Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna, heading a three-judge bench, proposed a three-point
interim order to “balance equities”.

HR & HET ~ITAT T Foedl, ST AeT--ATENT hT NS T e X @ B, 7 “HJolel Tollol”
o fore dfier-faig srafRer amger s e @

o Properties already declared as Wagf by courts should not be denotified or treated as
non-Wagf for now. This includes “Wagqf-by-user”, Wagf by long usage, declaration, or
otherwise.

~ATATST AT Ygol & G gorh Ul 1 3787 AT ¥ A1 foram Sam anfge
IR-ger LT AT ST TIET| SHHA " STARTHAT SaRT TS FF", old FAT § 3qAT H
T HUTAT, V0T GaRT Joif o AT fAe &1

o A designated government officer can examine if a property is Wagf or government’s, but
the freezing of its use as Wagf can be stayed for now.

T ATTHT THRT ATARRT T ST ThdT & 1o IS TURT gFF & IT TIDRT, olfehe] 3T
IR & TFF F FF H 3TART FY AFet arel TaeiTeT i 378 Tfora fram o1 g&ar gl

e Appointment of non-Muslims as ex-officio members in Wagf bodies may be allowed if
other members are Muslims.

-7} Y TFh AR H T T o §9 H Al A 1 A &1 511 Fehel 8,
I 3 HeTq AREaH &l

Government Seeks Time
TR J GAT AN

e The government opposed passing any interim order and requested more time. The
hearing was adjourned to 2 p.m. on Thursday without an interim order or issuing
notice to the Centre.

AR fohaly ol 3TARA Jeer A1 urRe kel 1 faver o 3R 31Tl o &m| Gofarg
Y TFAR SYIET 2 Fof e TN HT o aram, f9ar Tl 31 smeer an &g oy Atfed
few|

CJl on Legal and Historical Context

HET ~ATArefier SarT Freet AR AWagrias west 7 feoqoft

e CJl said courts generally do not interfere with laws passed by Parliament but there can
be exceptions. He raised concern that denotifying Waqf-by-user properties could
cause a huge problem.

HET AT o FgT o WA 3faTeld HHG GaRT AT Hlefell 3 §EaTd Jar e,
ifehet 3r9aTE 81 Hehel & | 37g1o1 " SUANTHAT GaRT FATIT TG HATTAT Sl AT Flel
I WHATAT 3cTesT gled T TR SAATS |
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e He pointed out that before the British era, there was no land registration law or
Transfer of Property Act, and many mosques were constructed in the 14th, 15th, and
17th centuries.

3egiel ST fob Tifeer srel & gel S TSToT FTefer AT AT gEaTaor Az =g
T, 3R #3 ARG 144, 154t 3R 174t erarsdY 7 5118 778 o

e Asking for registered sale deeds now for such properties like Jama Masjid is not
possible.

T Gt & forw 3re geitega fashr faere #ieretr, S fon s #f¥ere, Heva 187 81

Petitioners’ Arguments
gifaeTRarait i geltel

e Senior advocate Kapil Sibal argued that the state cannot deny the concept of Waqf-by-
user, as many Wagfs were created hundreds of years ago and records don’t exist.

aftss gl Fer Rsae o gl foh T " STANTHAT GART JFE" T AHR g HeheT,
FIIh g aFh VRet TT Igel TTT 1T & 3R 37 RP1S 3uetr 71 &1

e Senior advocate A.M. Singhvi added that out of eight lakh Waqfs, four lakh were
Waqf-by-user.
aftss sifRaerdr v.ua. R & Fgr % 31Te o 397% H & IR a1 aoh IIGRIHar garT

TRT & |

Issue of Registration

YR TOT T FGaT

o Solicitor General Tushar Mehta claimed these properties can be registered, but CJI
guestioned how such Waqf-by-user properties can be registered without documents.

T STeitel qUR AgelT 1 arar o & 3o Fufaat st gefige fonar ST wehar §, aifdhet
HEY AT & Yo o & gFarasit & Ol 3YANIRdl GaRT 9% HUTal i H@ Gofichel
ferar siream?

Controversial Clause in 2025 Act

2025 IAfATH #F RaEreye yae=T

o Petitioners objected to a clause requiring a person to prove that he had been a
practising Muslim for 5 years before dedicating property as Wagf.

IIfeRrRar3it & 39 Uraeite &1 faxrer fhar fora# fadr safag o o & &9 7 dufy
FHTI oA & gl 5 TN @ AT g1at HT WHATOT ST IR Tl AT & |

e They argued that it violated Article 26 of the Constitution (right to manage religious and
charitable affairs).
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3e6iol el foh Ig HIAHTT o eTeda 26 (UTTHH 3R UATS HEAHT o FelleleT T HTRR)

T Seodel g
o Kapil Sibal remarked, “l have to prove to the state that | am a good Muslim.”

el fiser o feoqolt i, ‘At AT I Tg Fferd FIAT I3 o H Uk 3resT AR 17

Government’s Stand on Charity
TIHR T TG TATY Faf W

Mr. Mehta said a Muslim can choose to perform charity outside of the Wagqgf framework.

Aec & e & v AfFeH AP aaw o & arev off AT F1 T FohT 81

Religious Autonomy Concerns

T TarIadaT 1 AT R_ane

e Senior advocate Rajeev Dhavan argued that charity is an essential practice of Islam,
and the Act causes a loss of religious control to the state.

aRss 31faerar Telia erad o geirel &1 foh €T Ff sTams 1 v ey yar g, 3tk o8
sfafers o @1 anféte fori=or 1 s gg e 8|

e Justice K.V. Viswanathan asked whether a law can allow people of other religions to
administer Wagf when Hindu endowments are governed by Hindus.

IS .41, Rreaemres 3 qoT ¥ 579 g aeiera &1 daree g X §, dF a1 aa® &
TATeTeT 3+ GAT & AT HT Tehl 872

Government Response on Control of Council

g AR 1 9T 5% aiug I =T # aa

e Mr. Mehta objected to the claim that the Centre had “usurped” the Central Waqf
Council.

AgdT & 39 & &1 Ay foram i Fig F FT 9% 9RYe 9T “Featr” T AT §

Court Mentions West Bengal Violence

FATATT o UTRTH 9Tl # f§HT &1 3o fhar
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o CJl Khanna referred to the communal violence in West Bengal related to the Act as
“very disturbing.”

HET AT Toall o 38 AT § Faftd aftes daer 7 wiverfes a1 “arcda

NCW forms

panel to

investigate violence
in Murshidabad

IGS Paper Il: NCW

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

The National Commission
for Women (NCW) on Wed-
nesday took suo motu cog-
nisance of the situation in
West Bengal’s Murshida-
bad district and formed a
team to investigate the vio-
lence over the Wagf
(Amendment) Act.

A parallel crisis is un-
folding at the relief camps
in adjacent Malda district
as displaced residents re-
portedly face a severe shor-
tage of essential
medicines.

In a statement, the NCW
stated that there were re-
ports of women being ha-
rassed amid communal
clashes in the district. The
statement added: “The
NCW Chairperson has ta-
ken suo motu cognisance
of a deeply disturbing re-
port from Murshidabad,
West Bengal, where several
women were reportedly
molested amid communal
violence, triggering the ex-
odus of hundreds of wo-
men. The Chairperson has
also constituted an Inquiry
Committee to investigate

the incident.”

The commission’s
Chairperson, Vijaya Rahat-
kar, is set to visit the vio-
lence-hit areas and speak
to survivors on April 19.
The team will arrive in
West Bengal on Thursday.

Health crisis
In a related development,
a health crisis is brewing at
the relief camps in Malda,
sources said. People living
in Parlalpur High School
refugee camp at Deonapur
in the district are facing a
shortage of vital medi-
cines, despite the govern-
ment setting up a small
medical facility inside the
school, which houses over
400 persons who had fled
their homes in Murshida-
bad after violence erupted.
A resident at the relief
camp told the media that
though two doctors visit
the site twice a day, there
were no drugs for chronic
ailments like heart disease.
While basic medicines
for fever, pain relief and
such issues are available,
drugs to treat emergencies
and chronic health condi-
tions are not, sources said.

IEGIEGE MR

NCW Forms Panel to Investigate
Violence in Murshidabad

Afierare # fear 1 5w & faw
TeHISeey A YeTel ST

The National Commission for Women
(NCW) on Wednesday took suo motu
cognisance of the situation in
Murshidabad district, West Bengal.

TS AT 3T (NCW) o FUaR H
ufRes Ferrer & Hfderare forer & fPufer &t
Fad: g ferami

o It formed a team to investigate the violence
related to the Wagf (Amendment) Act.

g O aFp (@) AfRfaaw o gafag Rarfir
ST & forw 5118 713

o A parallel crisis is unfolding in relief camps in
adjacent Malda district due to a severe shortage
of essential medicines.

AR Hhe ATaeT forer & g fRAIfaRY & a3
T8, STET Araede garait v ol w1

¢ In a statement, the NCW reported incidents of
women being harassed amid communal clashes.

379 §ITT H NCW o §d1aT Toh FiveTes s7sal &
alreT Afgeait & T gEdagR Y BT HIHA 3178 § |
e The NCW said the Chairperson took suo motu

cognisance of a deeply disturbing report from
Murshidabad.

NCW o gt fo 3rewret &f ARIgETE ¥ 3118 U 988
Rrarstes RYE 1 Faq: A o gl
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e The report mentioned that several women were molested during the communal
violence, leading to the exodus of hundreds of women.

RAE & gT 137 16 3 AT & T17 & F aRreT dsarE A 773, Faw A+t Afgene
YT &t I FSTY 81 TS |

e The Chairperson has constituted an Inquiry Committee to investigate the incident.
3TETET o TTaAT ol ST & forw v ora @fAfa aifsa Fr gl

e NCW Chairperson Vijaya Rahatkar will visit the violence-hit areas and speak to
survivors on April 19.

NCW 31¢8T RA<TaT W@ 19 3riter 1 T wsiida &¥at &1 ek H3efh i fifgar &
fFrelaf|
e The team will arrive in West Bengal on Thursday.

awwaﬂqﬁawmqgﬁ?m

Health Crisis in Relief Camps in Malda
ATIET & Wed AT & Ty Tae

e A health crisis is emerging at relief camps in Malda district, sources said.
AT & TR ATereT forer & Tge AR 7 Fareey wee Yer 81 T B

e At Parlalpur High School refugee camp in Deonapur, over 400 people who fled from
Murshidabad are living without adequate medical support.

EHATYR & TATAYR 8T8 Fhel gt FATA 3 400 F 31rf&r aer, S ARYeraE @ omer 2,
waied Rf¥redir gerar & e @ @ &)

e Although the government has set up a small medical facility inside the camp, there is
a shortage of vital medicines.

gTelifeh TR of RATAR F iR v Ser a1 RfrcdiT Fg Tafa fFar g, afeeT agr =
gart Hr FATE |

e Aresident said that two doctors visit twice a day, but there are no medicines for
chronic illnesses such as heart disease.

T TATTH & I o &Y sferey wfafeet &t ar 311 8, diferet ga et Sid drdamfora Qe
& §aTT 3T 781 o |

e Only basic medicines like those for fever and pain relief are available.
o §ER 3R && W WA &l aTell HANA GaTT & 3TTsH g |

e There are no drugs to treat emergencies or chronic health conditions, sources
added.

AT F g o 3mare Rufat a1 dedwifars dieiat & sarer & faw Fi gare 78 &)
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Northeastern region is gateway
to Southeast Asia, says Jaishankar

GS Paper II: Act East Policy and
IASEAN

allol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Weeks after the Chief Ad-
viser of Bangladesh’s inte-
rim government, Muham-
mad Yunus, referred to
India’s northeastern region
as “landlocked”, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar on Wednesday high-
lighted the region as a “ga-
teway to Southeast Asia”.

In a virtual address to
the Ambassadors’ meet of
the North East Investors
Summit, 2025, Mr. Jaishan-
kar spoke about the poten-
tial of the region and en-
couraged investors to take
advantage of what it had to
offer.

“The northeastern re-
gion is at the heart of many
key Indian policies — it
could be ‘neighbourhood’
first, Act East or BIMSTEC.
The northeast adjoins five
of our neighbours on land.

Its boundaries are the in-
terface between the Indian

subcontinent and the
ASEAN. Many of our recent
initiatives involving imme-
diate neighbours emanate
from this very region,” Mr.
Jaishankar said.

The remarks from the
External Affairs Minister
comes a fortnight after Mr.
Yunus created controversy
by referring to the north-
eastern region as a “lan-
dlocked” territory that
could be an “extension” of

It is at the heart
of many key
Indian policies — it could
be ‘neighbourhood first,
Act East or BIMSTEC.
The northeast adjoins
five of our neighbours
onland

S.JAISHANKAR
Minister of External Affairs

®

the Chinese market. The
Ministry of External Affairs
had not made an official
response, though India ter-
minated transshipment of
cargo from Bangladesh
through India’s land and
airports citing “conges-
tion” following  the
remarks.

“Highlighted the grow-
ing relevance of the north-
east — as a gateway to
Southeast Asia, a tourism
hub and a contributor to
the global workplace,” said

Mr. Jaishankar in a remark
onX.

“We are seeking to ad-
dress long-standing chal-
lenges, some emanating
from our past history,” Mr.
Jaishankar said, highlight-
ing the  ‘Purvodaya’
scheme of the Government
of India that he described
as an “endeavour in that re-
gard”. Mr. Jaishankar also
said the government had
highlighted the tourism po-
tential of northeastern
States during the run-up to
the 2023 G-20 summit in
Delhi when some of the
preparatory meetings had
been held there. He also
spoke of the trilateral high-
way that aims to connect
India and Thailand through
Myanmar and the Kaladan
Multimodal Transit Tran-
sport Project (KMTTP) that
was conceived to connect
the northeast with Myan-
mar’s port of Sittwe.

Northeastern Region is Gateway to Southeast Asia, says

Jaishankar

qafa< 817 faTor-qd UfRIT 1 §@R 8, SIaea F Fal

Weeks after the Chief Adviser of Bangladesh’s interim government,
Muhammad Yunus, called India’s northeastern region “landlocked”,
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar called it a “gateway to

Southeast Asia”.

AT Y HANHA TIHR & HET FATgHR, HFFAG JIH GaRT HRA &
qafet &7 1 “S{fRaet” F¢ A F S Aodle a1q, fader 7 ww. st A
39 “gfRror-qd vfar &1 gar” adam|
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e He made the remarks during a virtual address at the Ambassadors’ meet of the North
East Investors Summit 2025.

3ogie Ig fevqolt Atd $e 3waved WfAT 2025 & Taigql 1 do&  JiieTes Hare &
ARG

e Mr. Jaishankar spoke about the potential of the northeastern region and urged
investors to make use of its offerings.

AT TR A GafeR & T WHEGATH R &1 1 AR A3t & 58k 3HaERT 7 o181 3677
T 31T3rE fohaT |

e He said the northeast is central to several Indian policies like ‘Neighbourhood First’,
‘Act East’, and BIMSTEC.

Seglel w%wmmﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁé@‘wm’, ‘T¥e §¥’, 3R fAFaes Fr
&G el

e The northeast borders five countries on land and acts as an interface between the
Indian subcontinent and ASEAN.

qafaw & gier @it 1 HAT & 37 § 3N AR 3ueieEd AR ASEAN & ot o &3t &t
FIY AT B

e Many of India’s initiatives with neighbours begin from this region, he added.
3egiel gl foh T hr 8 Tardt et & S[3Y wgel Sl 819 @ YE I B |

e These remarks came two weeks after Mr. Yunus’s controversial statement describing
the northeast as “landlocked” and an “extension of the Chinese market”.

3 Recaforat sht g & Rrafea aame & & Fodie a1g 37 ¢, forae 3egiel qafa?
“sffracer 3R« ST T faear” et Tl

¢ India had terminated cargo transshipment from Bangladesh through Indian land and
airports, citing “congestion”, after the remarks.

R o 31 FeoafOrdt & e, “sfigeTs” 7 gaTN &l gU ATEIY ¥ SR A 3R Fars

33 F ATEIA W ATH & IRITAA H AT Y [GT

e Mr. Jaishankar said the northeast is becoming a gateway to Southeast Asia, a tourism
hub, and a contributor to the global workplace.

A STAH A Fgl o e &1 SFaIor-qd R &1 yder g@r, 9dee ¥, 31K 3w
FRITT H ARGARAT do7dT ST 8T &

e He also emphasized efforts to resolve long-standing challenges, rooted in historical
issues.

3ogiel YT FRON @ 3cdet Ao GaAlfadl & FATU & v oy 57 @ yamat W
Y SR e

e He cited the ‘Purvodaya’ scheme as an initiative by the government in this direction.
3egiel TR T 3R § ‘qafed Aer=r &1 38 G2 7 v yarg sam|

e The tourism potential of northeastern states was highlighted during the G-20 summit
preparations in 2023, when some meetings were held in the region.
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2023 # $M-20 RrET FFAeeT A ARt & St qafax Teat Ay gdes Fomaaat B

3SR fohaT 1T 2, mg@éﬁgﬂmﬁmﬁag‘éﬁﬁl
o He also referred to the trilateral highway project connecting India and Thailand via
Myanmar, and the Kaladan Multimodal Transit Transport Project (KMTTP)

connecting the northeast to Myanmar’s Sittwe port.

3egiel IR X gl A 7R F At § S are aeiy geraArt af@ser sik
qafeR I FIAR & RAwd 963918 & NS aTel FIEH ACHASH gifore g TRASTHT

(KMTTP) T &7 3eor@ fohaT|

Chief Justice Khanna
recommends Justice
Gaval as successor

|GS Paper II: Judiciary

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna, who is set to retire
on May 13, on Wednesday
recommended Justice B.R.
Gavai to the government
for appointment as the
52nd Chief Justice of India.

Justice Gavai was elevat-
ed as a judge of the Su-
preme Court on May 24,
2019. He is due to retire on
November 23, 2025, leav-
ing him with a tenure of lit-
tle over six months.

Next in line

Justice Gavai is the next in
line to be Chief Justice of
India in accordance with
the seniority norm. Under
the Memorandum of Pro-
cedure for appointment of
Chief Justice of India and
Supreme Court Judges, the
Law Ministry seeks the re-

Justice B.R. Gavai

commendation of the out-
going Chief Justice about
the next appointment. The
letter from the government
kickstarts the appointment
process for the next Chief
Justice of India.

Born on November 24,
1960 at Amravati, Justice
Gavai joined the Bar on
March 16, 1985. Justice Ga-
vai’s father, Ramkrishna
Suryabhan Gavai, was a
former Governor of Bihar
and a prominent Dalit
leader.

Two Maoists
shot dead in
encounter in
Chhattisgarh

The Hindu Bureau
RAIPUR

Two Maoists, carrying a
collective bounty of %13
lakh, were killed in an en-
counter with security forc-
es along the Kondagaon-
Narayanpur boundary of
Chhattisgarh’s Bastar re-
gion on Tuesday, the police
said.

Sharing details of the
encounter, a senior police
officer said on Wednesday
that the gunfight had taken
place in the forest of Kilam-
Bargum villages along the
inter-district boundary.

The encounter was car-
ried out by a joint team of
security personnel includ-
ing the District Reserve
Guard (DRG) and Bastar
Fighters from Kondagaon,
said Inspector-General of
Police (Bastar Range) P.
Sundarraj.

Chief Justice Khanna
Recommends Justice
Gavai as Successor

HET TN Goell
FATIHST 7S A
FTITARRT & T H
eIl fora

Chief Justice of India
Sanjiv Khanna, who is
set to retire on May 13,
has recommended
Justice B.R. Gavai to the
government for
appointment as the 52nd
Chief Justice of India.

HIT & HET ~ararefrer
T GoedT, S 13 AE Y

JATfAgd g I &, F
WHR HY ~AFHfT 6.3

TS F AR F 528 HET ~ArTeiier F 9 7 fAgara FTer Y e i g
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o Justice Gavai was elevated as a Supreme Court judge on May 24, 2019.
AT a1 24 7S 2019 T GAHA FIE F FATATERRN & T F TGlowicl oham Iy 7|

e Heis settoretire on November 23, 2025, giving him a tenure of a little over six
months as Chief Justice.

9 23 =Y 2025 ST FaTfAge g1l [STad 3a7eh Irg T ~ArTeiier & &9 & B¢ A @
YT 3TAF FT FIASTA B9

o Justice Gavai is next in line to be Chief Justice of India, according to the seniority
norm.

aR™SAT F HUR W, FARHSS Ta§ AR & 39T HET AT Tofol o {7 T 7 rarelt
ufFa & 81

e As per the Memorandum of Procedure, the Law Ministry seeks the recommendation
of the outgoing Chief Justice for the next appointment.

g AT iy ATYeT UfFAT & HTAR, Flefet FaATerd fAadaATeT &g warareher 4 3rerek
fagfaa & forw sreperar groa swar €1

e Therecommendation letter from the Chief Justice begins the appointment process
for the next Chief Justice.

HET FATATEIRT T AT T, 397 HET FArareher 1 g ufsham i qeama s gl
e Justice B.R. Gavai was born on November 24, 1960, in Amravati.

=AFfet €Y. 3. T FT A 24 AGIT 1960 T FATEA 2 37 27|
e He joined the Bar on March 16, 1985, beginning his legal career.

37giet 16 AT 1985 T GahTeld Y Y, 3N 30T PTofeil HRAT T YT |

o His father, Ramkrishna Suryabhan Gavai, was a former Governor of Bihar and a
prominent Dalit leader.

3eTeh T, THAFST G 798, R F 9@ TeFurer 3R U wogw aferd Aar
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How China is fighting U.S. tariffs

The most unexpected development following the launch of Trump’s trade war has been China’s retaliation. Its long-term strategy of hedging against risk, from the actions of
an aggressive trade partner, has enabled the country to counter one of the worst trade-related escalations in modern history

S Paper ||

ECONOMIC NOTES

Biswajit Dhar

n the three months since U.S.
President Donald Trump launched
his “America First” trade policy,
weaponising trade to extract
concessions from his partner countries,
there are indications that it could bring
the global economy to its knees.
“Reciprocal tariffs” were proposed as a
key component for eliminating what Mr.
Trump perceived as “unfair trade
practices” of partner countries.

But on April 9, the day this instrument
was to take effect, President Trump did a
tur d and the impl ion of
“reciprocal tariffs” was postponed by 90
days for all 57 target countries, except
China.

The objective of the U.S. administration
is to compel its trade partners to negotiate
bilateral agreements within the stipulated
period, through which they offer
concessions to American stakeholders.
The Trump administration’s expectation
is that trade partners would then be
forced to reduce their trade deficits
vis-a-vis the U.S., an overarching trade
policy objective of the new President.

A trade war

China had declared right from the
beginning, even as the U.S. President was
laying down the contours of this
aggressive trade policy, that it would
challenge the decision to impose
“reciprocal tariffs”. And as anticipated,
China announced its decision to impose
retaliatory tariffs equivalent to the 34%
“reciprocal tariff” that it faced, in
response to which Mr. Trump imposed an
additional tariff of 50%, raising the overall
tariff burden to 104%. China then
escalated the trade war by imposing 125%
tariffs on all its imports from the U.S.,
which led to the White House increasing
tariffs again to 145%.

However, in the midst of this
escalation, Washington tacitly admitted to
the potential impact these tariffs would
bring by exempting a number of critical
electronic goods, including computers,
laptops, smartphones, and
semiconductor devices, from such tariffs,
reflecting the overwhelming dependence
of the U.S. on import of these products.
There is still confusion about the same in
the Trump administration, which was
evident when Commerce Secretary,
Howard Lutnick, informed that tariffs on
electronics products would be included
within semiconductor tariffs in a “month
or two”, only to be contradicted by the
President, who declared that these tariffs
would be imposed sooner. The “America
First” trade policy is causing much chaos,
with its adverse implications impossible
to gauge at this juncture.

‘Two sets of issues arise as Donald
Trump’s trade war continues to hold the
global economy to ransom. First, can the
90-day pause in the implementation of
“reciprocal tariffs” provide the Trump
team opportunities to stitch together at
least a few agreements that would allow
the “dealmaker” President to wax

log about his acc lish
Secondly, what explains Xi Jinping's
extraordinary defiance against Donald
Trump’s all-out attempt to corner Beijing?
And more importantly, does Mr. Xi have a
strong trump card with which he can
effectively counter Donald Trump and his
“America First” trade policy?

The U.S.s negotiating agenda
Though Donald Trump’s decision to
pause the implementation of “reciprocal

Both China and Japan lowered their holding of U.S. treasury bonds over the years, although Japan's holding increased slightly since 2023.
China’s has fallen lower than that of Japan. As of January 2025, China’s holding reduced to $761 billion and just 8.9% of the overall treasury bonds.
The corresponding numbers for Japan are $1079.3 billion and 12.7% respectively

Getting unbound

In 2018, the U.S. was China's largest export market with a 19.2% share.
But over the past six years, China reduced this figure to below 15% and
in the first quarter of 2025, only 13.5% of China’s exports reached the U.S.

Chart 1: China and Japan's holdings in U.S. treasury bonds (in § billion)

China continues to remain as the second largest holder of
United States Treasury bonds. However, in recent years, it has been
gradually selling its holdings

Chart 2: China and Japan's shares of total U.S. treasury bonds (in %)
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tariffs” to push his trade partners to
conclude bilateral deals made immediate
headlines, the move was part of a strategy
that the President’s advisers had worked
out well before he took office. Stephen
Marin, chair of the U.S. council of
economic advisers, had argued in a paper
published immediately after Donald
Trump’s election as President that “tariffs
create negotiating leverage for
incentivising better terms from the rest of
the world on both trade and security
terms. America would encourage other
nations to move to lower tariff tiers,
improving burden sharing”. Peter
Navarro, senior counselor for trade and
manufacturing, explained that the 90-day
pause was “part of a calculated
negotiating tactic”, and “a demonstration
of Trump’s signature dealmaking style”.
These explanations would no doubt be
immensely satisfying for the President,
but the question is whether trade deals
can actually be re-negotiated with at least
a few targeted countries. This seems
improbable for at least two reasons.
Under the Trump administration, the U.S?
negotiating approach has undergone a
major change, as the de jure trade
negotiator, the U.S. Trade Representative
(USTR) is no longer in charge of
negotiations. Peter Navarro revealed that
Trump, “the boss, is going to be chief
negotiator. Nothing is done without him
looking very carefully at it.” When the
head of the government of the world’s
largest economy decides to micro-manage
trade deals, it is possibly safe to conclude
that negotiations would be a non-starter.
A second problem for the U.S. is that it
has a gargantuan negotiating agenda, a
peek into which was provided in a recent
USTR report — the National Trade
Estimate Report on Foreign Trade
Barriers. This report highlights
“significant foreign barriers to U.S.
exports, U.S. foreign direct investment

and U.S. electronic commerce™ in India
and 56 other countries. It identifies
“unfair trade practices [undermining]
U.S. exporters’ competitiveness and, in
some cases, [preventing] U.S./ goods from
entering the foreign market entirely”. It
can, therefore, be argued that unless
these “unfair trade practices” identified
by the USTR are removed, the U.S.
President’s aspiration of “Making America
Great Again” cannot be realised.

1f Trump has to secure this grand
bargain, India, for instance, would have to
open its agricultural markets for U.S.
agri-business, lower its agricultural
subsidies, discontinue its public
distribution system, and amend its
Patents Act risking the future of India’s
generic pharmaceutical companies
providing affordable medicines. India
would also have to discontinue policies
that the U.S. has repeatedly red-flagged,
including data localisation, and
regulations on genetically modified crops
and dairy products. Would India and
other targeted countries allow Donald
Trump to coerce them into amending
their laws and policies to “clinch” a trade
deal?

China’s strategy

The most unexpected development
following the launch of Trump’s trade war
has been China’s retaliation. In his first
term as President, Mr. Trump had forced
China to ink an enforceable Economic
and Trade Agreement in 2020, acceding
to several of his demands. But over the
past five years, the nature of the
U.S.-China trade relationship has changed
drastically, which could explain the push
back from the world’s second largest
economy. In 2018, the U.S. was China’s
largest export market with a 19.2% share.
But over the past six years, China reduced
this figure to below 15% and in the first
quarter of 2025, only 13.5% of China’s

How Chinais Fighting U.S. Tariffs
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exports reached the U.S. At the same
time, China has diversified its export
markets, with ASEAN emerging as the
most significant destination. Several
major economies, including India,
Vietnam, and the Russian Federation,
have seen an appreciable increase of the
Chinese footprint in their economies. This
is a remarkable instance of hedging
against risk, from the actions of an
aggressive trade partner, which has
enabled China so far to counter one of the
worst trade-related escalations in modern
history.

By diversifving its exports as a part of
its defensive strategy, China is in a
position to leverage its two significant
strengths to force the hands of its
aggressor. The first is China’s control over
the rare earth market, accounting for 92%
of global output. China has already shown
its hand by imposing export restrictions
on seven types of rare earth minerals in
the past few days.

A second advantage for China is its
position as the second largest holder of
U.S. Treasury bonds, but in recent years,
it has been gradually selling its holdings.
Since 2018, China has reduced its
holdings from $1.2 trillion (22% of the
total) to $761 billion (less than 9%) in
January 2025 (see Charts). Though it
seems unlikely at this juncture that China
would take the risk of dumping its
holding to challenge the U.S., any further
escalation of the trade war can alter the
situation.

Given this grave risk of economic
disruption, major economies must
coordinate their efforts to ensure that the
U.S. President abandons unilateralism,
and reposes his faith in multilateralism as
the way forward.

Biswajit Dhar is a retired Professor,
Jawaharlal Nehru University and
Distinguished Professor, Council for Social
Development.

THE GI

v

China had declared right from
the beginning, even as the U.S.
President was laying down the
contours of this aggressive
trade policy, that it would
challenge the decision to
impose “reciprocal tariffs”.

v

Though Donald Trump’s
decision to pause the
implementation of “reciprocal
tariffs” to push his trade
partners to conclude bilateral
deals made immediate
headlines, the move was part
of a strategy that the
President’s advisers had
worked out well before he tock
office.

v

By diversifying its exports as a
part of its defensive strategy,
China isin a position to
leverage its two significant
strengths to force the hands of
its aggressor.
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F et AR Yol FT AT FI W@

The most unexpected development following the launch of Trump’s
trade war has been China’s retaliation. Its long-term strategy of
hedging against risk, from the actions of an aggressive trade partner,
has enabled the country to counter one of the worst trade-related
escalations in modern history.

€U & SYTIR e 1 YBIHT & &g TaH IJTITRIT TeoAThaA il 1 IiahR
@ 21 UF ATHTASF IR BN Y FEEAT & 919 & fow T i
Ao T o d2r F 3myfas s & a9 e SaIR-wa gy
T HIHAT F1 A T&TH T4

¢ In the three months since U.S. President Donald Trump launched his “America First”
trade policy, weaponizing trade to extract concessions from his partner countries, there
are indications that it could bring the global economy to its knees.

AR Tegafar Seares €7 g@aRT el " HARNFT B IR ANl T e & 91E 4,
Wﬂ#@g@ﬂﬂ%mﬁwmymmmﬁﬁmﬁwmﬁ
RN, AE Tohel AT ¢ € o a5 AR srdfegaean i g @Far ¥

o “Reciprocal tariffs” were proposed as a key component for eliminating what Mr. Trump
perceived as “unfair trade practices” of partner countries.

“IREIRE Yo" T 3T “IHATAYOT SATIR TYT3H” I HATCT A & [T Ueh Hgcaqul
TeH & T H FEATAd [T a7 2T, ST &Y 20 F ASIER &2lf Fr Ay Y|

e Buton April 9, the day this instrument was to take effect, President Trump did a
turnaround and the implementation of “reciprocal tariffs” was postponed by 90 days
for all 57 target countries, except China.

et 9 3rdter I, T f&eT 3T 3UTIOT I FHTAT 81T 2T, ITseufa e o A foram 3R
“aREIR e 1 90 el & T Tufara e gz, @iy 57 sre &t & faw, et
EIELRY

e The objective of the U.S. administration is to compel its trade partners to negotiate

bilateral agreements within the stipulated period, through which they offer concessions
to American stakeholders.

AR FATHT T 36T A SATIR FHIGRT & (AU 3rafer & fiaw gfavsha g#sila
FA & foIT AT T 8, fordes At e & F 3aAR$ Reaurai 1 Rare &

e The Trump administration’s expectation is that trade partners would then be forced to
reduce their trade deficits vis-a-vis the U.S., an overarching trade policy objective of the
new President.
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A Trade War
SR g

China had declared right from the beginning, even as the U.S. President was laying
down the contours of this aggressive trade policy, that it would challenge the decision to
impose “reciprocal tariffs”.

et o & A &1 eNiS foham o, Stafen 3rAREhT Isgufa 38 3Mshiee SR =i Foar
ST % ¥, T a5 “IREIRF e oM o oot &t Faitelr 3|

And as anticipated, China announced its decision to impose retaliatory tariffs

equivalent to the 34% “reciprocal tariff” that it faced, in response to which Mr. Trump
imposed an additional tariff of 50%, raising the overall tariff burden to 104%.

3R ST o 3raferd am, Ao A 34% “IREIR Yeh” F TSR AR Yo 3N T 3T
fAoTT e foma, Torereh Starer #F 5 o & 3faRed 50% e o9 fonar, fSed ot Yok

AN 104% dh & I1AT|

China then escalated the trade war by imposing 125% tariffs on all its imports from the
U.S., which led to the White House increasing tariffs again to 145%.

T o oY SATIR Jer T ST §U 125% e 3= THT AT IR AR & w1,
S IRUTATTRT 13 813 @ ThT @ Qe dgrhT 145% FT fem|

However, in the midst of this escalation, Washington tacitly admitted to the potential
impact these tariffs would bring by exempting a number of critical electronic goods,
including computers, laptops, smartphones, and semiconductor devices, from such
tariffs.

gTelifeh, 3 qefe & o, aTfRigTesT =¥ $e7 Yeehl & FHIAT T T o THHR P §U S
HEcdqUT Selarclialeh AT, S foh Fegex, dveiy, FACHI 3R Aefidsaet suao, 1
ST Yohl & T &, Sil ST Scurel TR AR T & e & |

There is still confusion about the same in the Trump administration, which was evident
when Commerce Secretary, Howard Lutnick, informed that tariffs on electronics
products would be included within semiconductor tariffs in a “month or two”, only to
be contradicted by the President, who declared that these tariffs would be imposed
sooner.

$H SR # 3730 8 T TRATAA H 3elsTeT §, S 9 TIC EIHT 7 qMoIe 4 |G, §1as qefais
o TR 3 Selareiiaerd 3eaTal T Yo YHHsTeT Yol H Uk AT al Aglel 7 Sis SATuaT,
forey Trsgafa ¥ faxver el gU e foh I ok Tgrel AL &l

The “America First” trade policy is causing much chaos, with its adverse implications
impossible to gauge at this juncture.
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" ANHT FEE" TR AT IRTSTHRAT FT HROT 57 T &, TS ARRICHS THG 5T THT
A F AT & |

The U.S.’s Negotiating Agenda
IANFT AT ATt o FrAGE

Though Donald Trump’s decision to pause the implementation of “reciprocal tariffs” to
push his trade partners to conclude bilateral deals made immediate headlines, the move
was part of a strategy that the President’s advisers had worked out well before he took
office.

gTaTeh SIeTTes SU &l I 0T o 9 “TREIRE YEF” Hl o] Fe Pl TART Y & dlfeh
a6 391 SATIR AIHGRT 1 efavef HAsila el & forw GRa T |, i graar & 3,
AfhaT I8 e U oA 1 ffTar o1 fod Iseufa & AR of 3o FrRITaT THT &
Tgol SRR T |

Stephen Marin, chair of the U.S. Council of Economic Advisers, had argued in a
paper published immediately after Donald Trump’s election as President that “tariffs
create negotiating leverage for incentivizing better terms from the rest of the world on
both trade and security terms.”

JuH FEFA AT SPANAF TSAFAY & HEYET Tl 7AW o, Sellos ¢ & Tsgafd
SeTal & Xl STc; YehTRIcT Teh I 3 &gl AT f&h “Yosh 317 o1 & SATIR 3R FR&T Faefr

B 2Tt UTed il & foIw araT & ga1a §7let &l Teh 3YFIOT & 17

Peter Navarro, senior counselor for trade and manufacturing, explained that the 90-day
pause was “part of a calculated negotiating tactic”, and “a demonstration of Trump’s
signature dealmaking style”.

e e, SR AR fafaATor & aRiss Temgear & HsmAr i 90 &t &1 Foere ‘T
IOTAT Y IS FTaT IoTA 7 e o, 31X “ag v i Ry wiearsit Al Fr v ar)

These explanations would no doubt be immensely satisfying for the President, but the
guestion is whether trade deals can actually be renegotiated with at least a few targeted
countries.

I TEITT [AEgeg Useufa & fav 3rcafes daiveies giel, difereT Tarar a8 & f6 Far
SR Wl areda 7 Fo wfard 321 & | foh & arerhid &1 S Feheh &1

This seems improbable for at least two reasons.
HH A FH & RN T Tg THTGAT AT ol |
Under the Trump administration, the U.S. negotiating approach has undergone a major

change, as the de jure trade negotiator, the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) is no
longer in charge of negotiations.

<9 YRITH & ogel, HANDY arat gfeHIor 3 Teh o137 Feolra 31T 8, Fifeh FARAT AR
yfafafer (USTR) 31 aTaT &1 AT 6T X | &
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o Peter Navarro revealed that Trump, “the boss, is going to be chief negotiator. Nothing
is done without him looking very carefully at it.”

dYeT Ta’t o g eI fohaT o T, 14, HET ATARPR 6197 | 3oTeh [9aTT IS h1d w161 gIarT,
Fifeh I8 30 Tgd LI & A
e A second problem for the U.S. is that it has a gargantuan negotiating agenda, a peek

into which was provided in a recent USTR report — the National Trade Estimate
Report on Foreign Trade Barriers.

ARG & AT T THETT I8 & T 3oTeh ard Ueh farerrer avelt FrRIE &, 5raeht v grolsh
gTel &1 7 USTR RulE — arereier 23 vitede Rl 3ifer BRe ¢35 aRTd 7 vere Hr 7135

e This report highlights “significant foreign barriers to U.S. exports, U.S. foreign direct
investment and U.S. electronic commerce in India and 56 other countries.

Ig REIE R 3R 56 31w &t A "Fgeaqor fageh arenat w1 {@ifhd #ch & S 3@AR$r
o, 3R Rgeft yegar @aer 3R 3ARE sawei@s aiftsa & Kers g

o ltidentifies “unfair trade practices” undermining U.S. exporters’ competitiveness
and, in some cases, preventing U.S./ goods from entering the foreign market
entirely.

IE “3eATIRYUT SATIR TATE” &l TgaraAd & St AR faiaest i sfarauicasar #
HHSAR Hch ¢ AR Fo A & AR et # e TeR A g d o F=r @
Vel &

e If Trump has to secure this grand bargain, India, for instance, would have to open its
agricultural markets for U.S. agri-business, lower its agricultural subsidies,

discontinue its public distribution system, and amend its Patents Act risking the
future of India’s generic pharmaceutical companies providing affordable medicines.

3R €Y T Ig F5T HieT GI&TT el g, ol SR, 3eTe0T o [T, I 9= F ey &1
IANF F-cga@r™T & T T g1, FR Tiews) 1 wa =T gon, adsfas fawor
YOTTelY &Y Sc; ah¥aTT B191 31 379eY 9T rfaferaar & Geiers odar g1am, foad sIRa Y
HARF FHAIRFT FAAAT A #TIST TR F U5 Tehell &, S TFA FATSAT Falel H & |

+ India would also have to discontinue policies that the U.S. has repeatedly red-flagged,
including data localization, and regulations on genetically modified crops and dairy
products.

R 1 Y 37 AT A FATCT FT AT g ITARFT ¥ TR-a] ATl 33T @R §,
ST 3T TUAgHIor 3R ~SAfewer AfShEs waar

China’s Strategy
e FY oI

e The most unexpected development after the launch of Trump’s trade war has been
China’s retaliation.

€9 & SITIR JEH T Y37 o S Horll HIATRAT Faehr g7 et v wfarfsran|
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e During his first term, Mr. Trump forced China to sign an Economic and Trade
Agreement in 2020, accepting several of his demands.

379eY Ul RIS & aRTeT, A €T ¥ 2020 F T Y Ter 37 31 AR gH=ta |
FEATET A o folT FSTGR o, fTT# 3egiet 39T g HI9T FeAaT o |

e Over the past five years, the nature of the U.S.-China trade relationship has changed
drastically.
ool ofer st & 3raAReT-<er saTar et 1 T 7 s seela 3 g
e In 2018, the U.S. was China’s largest export market with a 19.2% share.
2018 # AR dieT FT TIH 737 fAATT IR 471, STFhr fEagry 19.2% 2|
e By the first quarter of 2025, China reduced this share to 13.5%.
2025 &Y ggell fAAE d, DT o 57 RBEASRY & "ere 13.5% FX |

o China has diversified its export markets, with ASEAN becoming the most significant
destination.

et & 319 ATy STerRY & Rafdrerar oot AT Sl Ted JogQ iciey 5= 11 forar g |

e Major economies like India, Vietnam, and Russia have seen an increased Chinese
footprint.

#Rd, Rraaem 3R v Sl 97w srdiegawansit A =il wanma o gef S S B

e This shift shows a remarkable example of hedging against risk from an aggressive
trade partner.

Ig JCTd Udh HTHTHE AR AEIER A SNFRH A T919 &1 Ied@ 1T 3E18I0T 20T 2

e This strategy has helped China counter one of the worst trade escalations in modern
history.

58 0TI o =t T Iy i sfaer & Fa@ @Ue SR Jeut F { v FT TR HA
H G8TH AT g |

e By diversifying exports, China can now leverage two major strengths.

o fordva & Rafwar e, 319 e 39 & GHE ATl T ST 30T Hehell ¢

e First, China controls 92% of the global rare earth market.
ageh, et gfera & geler et deal & ST #1929 AT Far €

e Recently, China imposed export restrictions on seven types of rare earth minerals.

8Tl 81 #, el o AT TR & gelor gt @fersit o vy wiarer oemme &)

Second, China is the second-largest holder of U.S. Treasury bonds.

gad), et AR T Fe3H T AT FIH T37 URF ¢ |

e Since 2018, China has reduced its holdings from $1.2 trillion (22%) to $761 billion
(less than 9%) by January 2025.

2018 &, T o 39T gifesdT I $1.2 RfATT (22%) & T SFaadl 2025 d& $761
faforasr (9% & o) = AT 8

e Although unlikely for now, if the trade war escalates, China might consider dumping
these holdings.
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This poses a grave risk of global economic disruption.

Ig dftas e saaume #1 iR NFEH Tegd a2

e Major economies must coordinate efforts to urge the U.S. President to abandon
unilateralism.

T IAYTEATI Y FATET T HHaY Al TRV ATfeh FARAY AT T THaTHI
&1 B3 & faw aRa fJFar s &)
e There is a need to re-establish faith in multilateralism as the future path.

Wﬁ%&wmmm@rm&m%aﬂ?aﬂaﬁwwmﬁl
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WTO forecasts global merchandise
trade to fall 0.2% amid tariff tensions

20/

Trade could shrink even further to 1.5% in 2025, if the situation deteriorates, it says in the Global Trade Outlook and

Statistics report; this will be in sharp contrast to 2024, when the volume of world merchandise trade grew by 2.9%

|GS Paper II: International Trade |

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

he World Trade Or-
Tganization (WTO)

on Wednesday re-
vised sharply its global
merchandise trade volume
growth forecast for 2025 —
from a continued expan-
sion it had expected when
the year dawned — to a de-
cline by 0.2%, amid fears
over the US. tariff
developments.

The volume of world
merchandise trade is ex-
pected to decline by 0.2%
under current conditions,

Solid blow

Aslide under current conditions, would be three percentage
points lower than expected under a low tariff baseline scenario

which would be nearly
three percentage points
lower than what would
have been expected under

m [f U.S. goes = Addition-
ahead with ally, the
reciprocal spreading
tariffs, global trade policy
merchandise uncertainty
trade volume could
growth may shave off
reduce by 0.6 another
percentage 0.8 percent-
points this year age points

a low tariff baseline scena-
rio, it said. Trade could
shrink even further to 1.5%
in 2025, if the situation de-

teriorates, it said in the
Global Trade Outlook and
Statistics report. This will
be in sharp contrast to
2024 when the volume
grew by 2.9%. Risks to the
merchandise trade fore-
cast persist, WTO said. If
the U.S. goes ahead with
the reciprocal tariffs, it ex-
pects the move would re-
duce global merchandise
trade volume growth by
0.6 percentage points this
year. Additionally, the
spreading trade policy un-
certainty could shave off
another 0.8 percentage
points. Together, recipro-

cal tariffs and spreading
trade policy uncertainty
would lead to a 1.5% de-
cline in world merchandise
trade in 2025, WTO said.
Earlier on Wednesday,
the United Nations Confe-
rence on Trade and Deve-
lopment said it expected
global growth to slow to
2.3% in 2025. This will
mark a shift toward a reces-
sionary path. Subdued de-
mand, trade policy shocks,
financial turbulence and
systemic uncertainty are
bound to intensify pres-
sures, particularly for de-
veloping countries.

WTO Forecasts Global Merchandise Trade to Fall 0.2% Amid
Tariff Tensions

R qamd F g WTO F dfRas 9% SR 7 0.2% rae &t

AT ST

The World Trade Organization (WTO) on Wednesday revised its 2025
global merchandise trade volume forecast to a decline of 0.2%,
instead of growth.

fea SATIR WIrseT (WTO) A FEaR FY et 2025 F 3G I SAMIR AT
% AT HI FANAT HIA §U 0.2% Y PRI 1 IFAT A1, ST fh Te el
WA gefOr 1 37 ot

e The downward revision is due to fears over U.S. tariff developments.

wwmmmﬁmmma;aaswgm%l
e Under current conditions, the volume of world merchandise trade is expected to
decline by 0.2%.

goaAT IREAfIal 7, 3Raw aq SR Ay AT H 0.2% F e H GHET g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

Page45



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

o This figure is nearly three percentage points lower than what was earlier expected
under a low tariff scenario.

Ig 371hsT HH SRE TRGRA hT Jofell H ST et wforera 3i Fa7
« If the situation worsens, trade could shrink even further to 1.5% in 2025, WTO warned
in its Global Trade Outlook and Statistics report.

3R gTeiTd 3T foersa &, Y samar 2025 & 31X gea¥ 1.5% oo 5T Gehdl &, WTO & 379=T
3RTF AR I3 AR FifeFhr R 7 Faraet 27|

e This would be in sharp contrast to 2024, when world merchandise trade grew by
2.9%.

Ig 2024 ¥ faaga el g, 579 3Raw avq samar & 2.9% Hr gefdr gof Hrarg o
e Risks to the trade forecast still remain, according to WTO.
WTO & 3eT8R, SAMR TaITA & T Sif@# 37 o7 91 gU &

o Ifthe U.S. implements reciprocal tariffs, it could reduce global trade volume growth
by 0.6 percentage points in 2025.

3R ARFT IREIRF TRE o1 YT 8, A 580 2025 # ARFF AR Fefdr &3 0.6
UfAere 37 S &1 el

e Trade policy uncertainty spreading globally could reduce growth by an additional 0.8
percentage points.

aRgw w7 & et W@ AR Ay Fr srfafRaaar @ saaR gefer 7 sfaRer 0.8 wfaera 3w
#1 Frae 3 Fhel 81

e Together, reciprocal tariffs and policy uncertainty would lead to a total 1.5% decline
in 2025 world merchandise trade, WTO noted.

WTO & ]8R, IREIRF SR 3 afifer srfrReraar feret 2025 # 3w avq samar #
Fel 1.5% 1 FRrae o w1

e Also on Wednesday, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) projected that global economic growth would slow to 2.3% in 2025.

JUAR # &, FYFT T AR IR AFTT FFAeTsT (UNCTAD) = 3eJHT=T ST foh &
e R{F 2025 H gea 2.3% I§ ST
e This signals a potential shift towards a recessionary path.

g gHITad ®9 @ #&Y F AF Y 3R 91T F1 Gohd o1 &

e Subdued demand, trade shocks, financial turbulence, and systemic uncertainty
are expected to intensify economic pressures.

FHASA AT, SAIR 3T, T 3rfeuar, 31 yorehera srfafRaaar @ 3nfds cea 3ik 5o
qhd Bl
These challenges will particularly affect developing countries more severely.

& Flterar fasmrarefter et ot faIY &9 & & genfad sian|
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1. Almonds Rein in Weight, Cholesterol and Hypertension,
Confirms Study

STETH Tole, PraFeier 3 g€ sais WeR &I AT Fa €,
IEAAT Yo FXaT ¢

2. Good News, and Bad: On the Economy
3r<d 3R T8 e deTarIT W

3. Shaping a Response to the U.S.’s Reciprocal Tariffs
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Almonds rein in weight, cholesterol
and hypertension, confirms study

|GS Paper lll: S&T

Ramya Kannan
CHENNAI

Recent meta-analyses of
studies on the benefits of
consuming almonds pu-
blished in a peer-reviewed
journal have shown that
the tree nut does leave an
ameliorative impact in a
multitude of sectors.

The results suggest that
almond consumption re-
sults in small reductions in
weight, LDL cholesterol
and diastolic blood pres-
sure, as well as improved
glycaemic responses in
Asian Indians.

These results were pu-
blished recently in a paper,
“Current scientific evi-
dence and research strate-
gies in the role of almonds
in cardiometabolic health”,
in the peer-reviewed jour-
nal Current Developments
in Nutrition Perspective.

The analyses of multiple
studies showed that al-

ve

A

Almonds lower LDL cholesterol,
says the new paper. ISTOCK

mond consumption does
not lead to weight gain, and
may even contribute to re-
duction in body weight at
doses of about 50 grams a
day.

The authors from the
U.S., Canada, France and
India argued that almonds
have an impact on lower-
ing cholesterol, though it
depends on the dose (over
50 g a day), and for how
long it is eaten (10 weeks).
Almond consumption re-
sults in a small but signifi-
cant reduction in LDL chol-

esterol by approximately 5
g/dL (or about 5%) for the
general population, includ-
ing those at risk of chronic

diseases.

Anoop Misra, senior dia-

% betologist from the Fortis

C-DOC Center for Diabetes,
Obesity, Metabolic Diseas-
es, and Endocrinology,
New Delhi, explains that al-
monds contain several
components that are be-
lieved to contribute to the
cholesterol-lowering pro-
perties, “including Beta-Si-
tosterol for which there is
well-established evidence
of lowering LDL choleste-
rol levels; monounsaturat-
ed fats (67%); polyunsatu-
rated fats (11%); and dietary
fibre (11%).”

The analyses, which was
funded by the Almond
Board of California, also
states that with a daily dose
of almonds, Asian Indians
with  prediabetes can
achieve a significant reduc-

tion in fasting blood glu-
cose and HbAIC.

Dr. Misra adds some
context: “Previously, our
group examined over three
months, the effect of hav-
ing 20 g of almonds 30 mi-
nutes before each major
meal on prediabetes. We
found significant improve-
ments in body weight,
waist circumference, gly-
caemic control (particular-
ly postprandial hyperglyce-
mia), and insulin
resistance. Notably, 23.3%
of participants in the group
showed reversal from pre-
diabetes to normal glucose
regulation, comparable to
results seen with Acarbose
medication (25%).”

“My advice is to have al-
monds, half a fistful each in
the morning and evening.
For people with diabetes,
they can have it as a snack
between meals or 30 mi-
nutes before meals,” he
says.

Almonds Rein in Weight, Cholesterol and Hypertension,

Confirms Study

SIGTH goiel, AT 3 &8 soI3 WX &Y AIRT vt §, sreaaeT

qfSe Fam ¥

Recent meta-analyses of studies on the benefits of consuming
almonds, published in a peer-reviewed journal, have shown a positive
impact in multiple health sectors.
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91ETH & U X gTeT 81 & YhITAd FHITAT Stelel & [T 1w sregyat fy Aer-
fredwur  FE Tareey aE A GFRIcHS THIG 91T 3147 B

e The results indicate that almond consumption leads to small reductions in weight,
LDL cholesterol, and diastolic blood pressure, and improves glycaemic responses
in Asian Indians.

gROTE AT § T AT T VGl a1, TASITA HraTerd 3R SAFefa® sas R & A1
AT AT & 3R TS st A samsdfae wfafear & gurarg)

o The findings were published in the paper titled “Current scientific evidence and
research strategies in the role of almonds in cardiometabolic health”, in the journal
Current Developments in Nutrition Perspective.

¥ fasH¥ “Current scientific evidence and research strategies in the role of
almonds in cardiometabolic health” ¥ arer 2T & ya1fId gu, ST Current

Developments in Nutrition Perspective ATH® SleTel & SUT £ |

e Analyses of several studies show that almonds do not cause weight gain, and may
even lead to weight reduction at a daily dose of about 50 grams.

FS TETTAT & TILAYUT & TAT Tl & FoF SIETH IofeT AT 9eTd, STosh IfafeeT oaIsTar 50 ATH
F AT F T el W T e H A T Thd |

o Researchers from the U.S., Canada, France, and India found that almonds help
reduce cholesterol, depending on the dose (over 50g per day) and duration (10
weeks) of consumption.

AR, FATET, B 3R ARG & MUSAIN o IT [ TETH FIAESTd FH I H AGG
FQ §, I8 38 W AR Fear § 6 & (50 g wfafde @ 3rfs) 33 3@ (10 weamn)
IENCINS

e Almond consumption causes a small but significant reduction in LDL cholesterol by
approximately 5 g/dL (or about 5%) in the general population, including those at risk of
chronic diseases.

TIETH & Yoot ¥ WA Staraedr #, fSae quett fiefat &1 @aw giar g, vadiea
FICIECIel 7 ST 5 ATH/SITE (TS 5%) Y ATHET AT HEeaqOr FHHAT 3T B

e According to Dr. Anoop Misra, senior diabetologist at Fortis C-DOC, almonds contain
multiple components that aid in cholesterol reduction, such as Beta-Sitosterol,
monounsaturated fats (67%), polyunsaturated fats (11%), and dietary fibre (11%).

81, 3re7q e, St wiféw W-3ie & aise AT AT €, & IHTaR J1eTH J F§ gek g
g ST FIATSIT FH T A AGG FA o, oW Aer- A, AABERgRs be (67%),
ureli3rerages e (11%), 31X 3R BIgar (11%)|

e The study, funded by the Almond Board of California, shows that daily almond intake

helps Asian Indians with prediabetes reduce fasting blood glucose and HbA1C
significantly.
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Ffwiferar aremT 2 garT faaifa sw sreager & arrn o i wfe e aremr 9 @ 1@
AYAT ¥ NET v st 7 wifeeer sas se@ier 31 HbALC # Fgeaqet it el 31

e Dr. Misra added that his team conducted a three-month study, where 20g of almonds
were consumed 30 minutes before each major meal.

ST, TR & g foh Sofeht &3 o efter A€ F1 3reet o, T ad 9% woge siieter & 30

feTe g 20 ATH FIETH T TdeT HIAT 3T

e The study observed significant improvements in body weight, waist circumference,
glycaemic control (especially postprandial hyperglycemia) and insulin resistance.

TG H FoTel, FAT Y AT, TABAAF fA7=07 ([FAVH et & a1€ 878 PR) 3R
sgfoe Yoredw A wgcaqot guw urr 7|

o 23.3% of participants reversed from prediabetes to normal glucose regulation,
which is comparable to Acarbose medication (25%).

23.3% FAsTara A Q&-AYAT ¥ FAE se1S Tefhist fqa=01 1 AT H Seelra g3, s
for FREYT gar (25%) & AT g

e Dr. Misra advises that people should consume half a fistful of almonds in the morning
and evening.

ST, THAT T Fellg & foh @17 g 3 amar 1 3meft HEdy ArereT 1 da=t |

o For people with diabetes, almonds can be taken as a snack between meals or 30
minutes before meals.

ayAT @ NzT At & faw, e & i ana & & 7 a1 8o § 30 Aeae gga aeH
AT BIICHS 8 Gl & |
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Good news, and bad

As retail inflation ebbs, government
must move to improve farmer income

ndia’s March retail inflation was down to a
l near six-year low of 3.34%, making it almost

certain that the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
will cut its banks’ lending rate further over the
next few Monetary Policy Committee meetings.
The repo rate has already been cut twice in a row,
by 25 basis points (bps) each, in February and
April, bringing it down from 6.5% to 6%, signall-
ing the emphasis on growth, amid global trade
uncertainties, as the RBI’s concern over non-core
inflation eases. Vegetable prices have plummeted
over the past four months from the highs of Oc-
tober 2024, when food inflation peaked at
10.87%, the highest since November 2013. Food
inflation in March fell to 2.69% aided by a con-
traction in the prices of vegetables (-7.04%), eggs
(-3.16%) and pulses (-2.73%). The repo rate reduc-
tion has already begun translating into lower in-
terest on bank loans. In normal times, this would
translate into greater capital flows into business-
es, thereby raising jobs, incomes and consump-
tion. But it comes at a time of dampening investor
confidence: U.S.-led tariff uncertainty is forcing
exporters to scramble for newer markets, amid a
concern over near-term demand contraction, as
America has been India’s largest buyer of mer-
chandise goods since fiscal year 2022. Easing in-
flation could raise domestic consumption and In-
dia’s sluggish industrial production.

What must concern policymakers more
should be the steep fall in food prices, as this
means lower farmer incomes, directly impacting
rural consumption demand. Last December, the
government procured eight tonnes of tomatoes
in Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh, as prices in the local
market plummeted to 1 a kilogram. In February
this year, in Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh,
an 80% fall in tomato prices forced farmers to
dump produce or use them as cattle feed. A 2022
study by the Ministry of Food Processing pegged
India’s post-harvest loss at a whopping ¥1.52 tril-
lion annually, ranging between 6% to 15% of pro-
duce depending on the crop and region. This is
due to widespread shortages in cold storage facil-
ities and temperature-controlled transport for
perishables, and market inaccessibility for farm-
ers. A significant 86% of Indian farmers make a
living from less than two hectares of land. A 2021-
22 NABARD survey pegged average monthly agri-
cultural household income at ¥13,661. A more
comprehensive NSSO 2019 survey estimates this
to be ¥10,218. These figures are lower than those
in other emerging economies such as China, Mex-
ico and Brazil for the corresponding years. While
rural consumption has been rising since the CO-
VID-19 pandemic years, monthly per capita con-
sumption expenditure for rural areas in fiscal
2024 was 4,122, while in urban areas, it was
36,996, indicating the significant gap that must
be viewed as an opportunity, at a time when ex-
port growth is expected to be sluggish.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Good News, and Bad: On the Economy

3<dT 3R g et rdegaraT

Retail Inflation Declines

9 AT gaaiF # fRrae

e India’s retail inflation in March dropped to a near six-year low
of 3.34%.

AT & 8T T A AZIE X 3.34% W 3T 913, i oS S asf F7
gATH TG

e This makes it likely that the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will
further reduce its lending rate in the upcoming Monetary Policy
Committee meetings.

SO GHTIAT §¢ 315 ¢ foh AR Rerd d (RBI) 37907 3man#Y #ifge
AN afAfa S Sow! 7§ FuR A 7 3R Fld Fem

Repo Rate Cut by RBI
RBI @RT ¥4t ¥ 7 Fetd

e The repo rate has already been cut twice—by 25 basis points
(bps) each in February and April, reducing it from 6.5% to 6%.

XY ¥e 7 weadl 3 srder A o A 25 afkw uige i weld Hrav g g,
TS89 I8 6.5% ¥ °UeHT 6% g AT & |

e These cuts show RBI's emphasis on growth, especially as
global trade uncertainties persist.

I Feldr ARasw =i rfARadart & i RBI T faw/ T W R Fi
gaer &1

Food Inflation Falls Sharply
ey Harehifa 7 g Awae

e Vegetable prices have fallen drastically over the past four months from the October
2024 peak when food inflation hit 10.87%, the highest since November 2013.
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T 2024 H Weh AEEMIA 10.87% T Igd 15 2, ST AAGaX 2013 o d1e; T HfH
oY, Slfehel 30 STg, IR A1 & Wiewral gt & sl FRrae 38 B

e In March, food inflation declined to 2.69%, with prices of vegetables (-7.04%), eggs (-
3.16%), and pulses (-2.73%) contracting.

AT H Tied Harehifar 2.69% e T 718, Toaed afearat (-7.04%), 373t (-3.16%) 3R grat

(-2.73%) T A # FRTae anfaer oY

Impact of Repo Rate Cuts
3t YT Feldt F1 gsma

o The repo rate reduction has already led to lower interest rates on bank loans.

W ¥e # el ¥ dF wolt W sarer 3 7 fFRrae 3s g

¢ In normal circumstances, this boosts business investment, job creation, incomes,
and consumption.

AT aRTEATAAT &, I8 samaiie fAaer, AR, 3T 33 39T &) Serar &ar gl

Concerns Over Investor Confidence

fordere feard &Y at Rar

e Currently, investor confidence is weakening due to U.S.-led tariff uncertainty.
TAATT H, HARET g@RT TN 7T ERE F AT sifARaaar & FRoT Faers g
HFHASR &I @5

o Exporters are searching for new markets, as the U.S. has been India’s largest
merchandise buyer since FY 2022.

fATde AT SR Y dJarer & § Fife @9 a¥ 2022 F 3rARFT HRT F71 99 987 AT
TR wET &

e Easing inflation may help boost domestic consumption and revive industrial
production.

HETEHRIT 7 A T o] 3T 3R 3EWNT SeuTeeT H FUR T Ho7aeT 8 |
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Falling Food Prices Hurt Farmers

IR @re g et @ fhamat i ghar

o Steep fall in food prices translates to lower farmer incomes, adversely affecting rural
consumption demand.

ey arAr # st FRrae & framt  3ma gedt 8, fas amsior @qa A ) THRIcAS
3T IS &

e In December, the government procured eight lakh tonnes of tomatoes in Kurnool,
Andhra Pradesh, as prices fell to just ¥1 per kg.

T 7 AIHR o AT W& F Feq A ¥ gy frelt & a7 I 8 & eATer WK |

¢ In February, farmers in Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh faced an 80% price crash,

forcing them to dump produce or feed cattle.
W) 7 AGRISE 3R AT ger & fhATAl vl 80% de hAd H fRrae e ug, Saa
3og 39T thehelT IST IT ASRAAT &Y f@em=r g1

Post-Harvest Loss and Infrastructure Gaps

FET§ F q1G JHATT IR IqaTTar Y FY

e A 2022 study by the Ministry of Food Processing estimated annual post-harvest
loss at ¥1.52 trillion, varying from 6% to 15% depending on crop and region.

WG THERIT AATET 1 2022 Y RNE F 3]AR arfia Fers & a1g 1 JHar 21.52
fefora ¢, St v 3R 87 & 3TaR 6% & 15% d giar 5

¢ These losses are due to lack of cold storage, temperature-controlled transport, and
market inaccessibility.

ﬁw@ﬁm,mﬁﬁﬁa%&ﬁtmwﬁaﬁwﬁ%waﬁ%l

Small Landholdings and Low Income
BIE @3 AR FH I

e 86% of Indian farmers operate on less than two hectares of land.

HRA & 86% AT & g ¥ FH A W TN X B
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e According to NABARD’s 2021-22 survey, average monthly agricultural household
income was ¥13,661, while NSSO’s 2019 survey estimated it at ¥10,218.

TS Y 2021-22 Fr RAE 7 AT FR aRar A anflew 3mr 213,661 715 715 §, ST
TATHTH3AT Y 2019 Y N9 F 75 10,218 2|
e These incomes are lower than those in countries like China, Mexico, and Brazil.

Ig 37 AT, AfFHT AR Frefier S AT B Jorell A FA

Gap in Rural and Urban Consumption

AT 3R e 3T 7 AT

e Though rural consumption has been growing since the COVID-19 pandemic, in FY
2024, monthly per capita consumption expenditure was ¥4,122 in rural areas vs.
¥6,996 in urban areas.

FfA5-19 AN & 16 & AT 3UHNT 7 o 87 W &, Afehet T o 2024 # grradior
a4t # ufa safora a1fe @ud a7 24,122 377 gl 831 & 26,996 T

e This gap represents an opportunity to drive growth amid expected export slowdown.

I IR Uk HIT ¢, AATHT 9 T A ALY v 3meiar &

Inflation
Inflation refers to a sustained increase in the general price level of goods and services
in an economy over a period of time.

HEIS T ATcad T fATRed 3afer 7 fohelt srdcaaear & a3t iR Qansit fr aeea
Hod TR H oedR def&r A 8

This leads to a decrease in the purchasing power of money, meaning consumers can
buy less with the same amount of money.

IE Gl T s AT & el oI 8, Toraeht 319 § fob 3ustierar ek €1 AR & ey a&qu
i dehdl B

Types of Inflation

HEIS F TFR

Demand-Pull Inflation
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Occurs when the aggregate demand in an economy outpaces aggregate supply,
leading to higher prices.

ST fondlY 3rcaaeT el AT, ol TGSl & 3T g1 STIcll &, AT Jg hIeAdt H gefer
ST ST &1

Causes:
HI{UT:

e Rising Population: An increasing population elevates the demand for
goods and services.

TG TAVEAT: STAHEAT A e & a3t 3R AaT3it I HfaT hY Fere ¢ |
e Increase in Incomes: Higher disposable incomes boost consumer
spending.

3T # i 3UF T Qe 31T 39efadr @ &l Ferdi ol

« Government Expenditure: Enhanced public spending can stimulate
demand.

THR AT HIdolfeleh T H e AT T WcHTed T Hehcll g

o Low-Interest Rates: Encourage borrowing and investing, increasing
demand.

FH T g4 3URY 3R 920 A Wicared widr €, TSad AT ST 2

« Export Demand: Higher demand for exports reduces domestic supply,
raising prices.

forater &Y AT foyiier r 3ifvem FHieT ooy YL Y o T 3 &, e
HIHAT TEciT g

Example: During economic booms, increased consumer confidence and spending
can lead to demand-pull inflation.

3ETEIVT: e 3BTl o THY, IUHIFATIN & favard 3R @ # gefer amr-3menia
HEINS Y ST & Tehdl &

Cost-Push Inflation

AT -3 AGS
Arises when the costs of production increase, leading producers to raise prices to
maintain profit margins.

STel 3cuTeet oIraTd g gieh &, A fAsTar oiret aeire Tt & o et a1 8 &

Causes:
HIUT:
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e Risein Input Prices: Increased costs of raw materials like oil and
metals.

geTqe dhrerdl 7 geftr aor 3R LT3 S e Aol T eI H g |

e Increase in Wages: Higher labor costs can lead to increased prices.
aaeT 7 A HTGY! T AR TGt § HIHAT 96 Hehell |

« Hoarding and Black Marketing: Atrtificial scarcity can drive prices up.
el Y TATERY 3T FTaT qTRY: FHA FAT HrAcT e Fhell 1

o Failure of Monsoons: Poor agricultural output can reduce supply,
increasing prices.

AITHeT Y FAerdr: HY Scurest # FRIae 3Mqfd & & HY &t & foaa
HEIS TGl &1

Example: A surge in global oil prices can increase transportation and production
costs, leading to cost-push inflation.

3TeoT: df¥geh Aot 1A H Jef& IRassT 3R 3cdlesT e &l §el ol ¢, o SmeTd-
MR AgIS gl & |

Inflation-Growth Trade-Off
HAEEHIA-fAsra &1 AgaT-geel!

The inflation-growth trade-off refers to an economic situation where attempts to stimulate
economic growth can result in higher inflation.

Harehfa-faFra #1 sear-aed 38 s Bafa 1 aeiar § Sl nfds fawmw #
YieaTied XA & GATE O AAF AGEHTA g7 T B

This occurs when aggregate demand rises faster than aggregate supply, which increases the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and also raises general price levels.

g RUfd a9 3cue= gt § o9 anpfes Afer, el 3mafel & el & T @
fSa& w&er @3 3c91g (GDP) # gefer gl & 3R @y § wmwea Jea wav el
e g

For example, during periods of economic expansion, increased consumer spending drives up
demand for goods and services.

30T & forg, snfdes fAvar & alre, susiierar @9 A gefar @ a&qg3i 3 qansi
AT TG ST B
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If the supply does not match the increased demand, prices rise, causing inflation.
afe; Imgfet, s g8 AT S IHET AL BN &, A PAd et &, Tad Fgarehar gl
gl

This reflects the delicate balance policymakers must maintain between stimulating growth
and controlling inflation.

g N AT & Rem st dcafed w0 3R geedifa #f Fafa s@ s a9
Helel FATT T@A T TRl Sl SATT B

The Phillips Curve:

frfacw aw

The Phillips Curve, introduced by economist A.W. Phillips in 1958, shows an inverse
relationship between inflation and unemployment.

fsforcw @, o9 ardereal v. seo, o = 1958 & e fohar o1, Faredhifar 3k
ST & T 3erer WaY a2 ¢

According to this concept, when unemployment is low, inflation tends to be high, and vice
versa.

39 AU & AR, 59 SR FH gicl ¢, o aedifa HfaF gidr & i saF
aodia ofr grar g

This implies that policies aiming to reduce unemployment may lead to higher inflation,
while inflation control measures may result in higher unemployment.

saE HY § R A FY FHA FA arelt Afaar, sftw gaehifa or 9 E
STafeh AETEHTT Ao 39T, RSN T61 ¥ 8

This trade-off is primarily observed in the short run.

I SR T HEI: FeqHIaF (Short Run) 3rafer # 2@r ST gl

In the long run, this relationship may not hold due to the adjustment of inflation expectations
over time.

dreerIfare (Long Run) 3™ &, I8 TEY I3 T6r |l Fhifh THT & A1
e #r e FARNTST g1 Sl &
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Repo Rate (Repurchase Agreement Rate)
W R (T Tllg FASIAT &)

» The Repo Rate is the interest rate at which the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) lends short-
term funds to commercial banks against the collateral of government securities.

- Y eI TS X & O W AR Rea dF (RBI) aiftifcas d o Iy
wfersifaal & St sreqaoe FOT YT AT

* It serves as a tool for the RBI to manage liquidity and control inflation in the economy.

- IE IYeTaEYT H avedl Yau 3R AFESITT FFa0r S U RBI T T 39T |

« Mechanism: Banks sell government securities to the RBI with an agreement to repurchase
them at a predetermined date and price.

- 9. 3o FewrY gfastfaat RBI 1 dud § 3R wh ARwd fafyr 3k gear o 3%
qeT: TAGA H FHSAAT A B

« Current Rate (as of April 9, 2025): The RBI reduced the repo rate by 25 basis points to
6.00%, marking the second consecutive cut in 2025.

« TAATT T (9 AT 2025 F IH[HR): RBI o YGT &I 1 25 TR 3HF TETHT 6.00% FT
feam, St 7o 2025 % AR q@dt Fetd g

Reverse Repo Rate

Rad @M X

» The Reverse Repo Rate is the interest rate at which the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
borrows funds from commercial banks by offering them government securities as collateral.

- Rad W Wag U X § 9 WHRAGT Red dF (RBI) aifoiisas doF &
AR gfasifaal A FIRAr @t 4«7 3UR o Bl

« It serves as a tool for the RBI to absorb excess liquidity from the banking system, thereby
helping to control inflation and stabilize the economy.

- Jg RBI & fow dfFer gumelr & srfARed averdr & sr@nfa sxa &1 v 3uawor
&, fora® sgerehifa & forifa ater 3R srdcaawn & R &= # #Agg Mo &

* By adjusting the reverse repo rate, the RBI can influence the amount of funds that banks are
willing to park with it, thus impacting the overall money supply.
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- REW @ & &l FARITSTT oTeh, RBI 38 RN &I geAfda X Fehell § o dh
38 U SHT A & U TR §, 88 Fel oo 3 9 e gse g

* This process helps the RBI to manage short-term liquidity and maintain stability in the
financial system.

g 9fshaT RBI & eqhifae dleldl & TaeT e 3T 3T gomel & B2xar
ST 3@ H #AGE HLdl gl

Current Rate (as of April 9, 2025)
JAATT T (9 3r%eT 2025 d)

» The Reverse Repo Rate remains unchanged at 3.35%, as per the latest monetary policy
announcement.

- AdIATA Fifoes A SToT & 3TAR, Red 39 g7 3.35% W IIREfdT S §5
gl

Bank Rate
dF T

« Bank Rate is the interest rate at which the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) lends funds to
commercial banks without any repurchase agreement.

- dF g A I & oW WaRdT Rerd d% (RBI) e e g #a srefawy
(repurchase agreement) & arfoifod® A& FI O IUR T &l

« It serves as a monetary policy tool to regulate liquidity and control inflation in the
economy.

- 5 3egadr H averdr (liquidity) I IR w3 FERfA (inflation) T
g s & v wlgE AT sTRors T F FF A 2

Mechanism of Bank Rate

dF @ FT & F& &1 aF

» When commercial banks face a shortage of funds, they can borrow from the RBI at the
Bank Rate.

- 59 gIfofSgs dFi AT geT H FAT AT §, AT TdF g W RBIF HOT S TAHhd &
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« Unlike the Repo Rate, there is no repurchase agreement involved; the borrowing is not
backed by the sale of government securities.

<X W& AT, sEA FE GoT: @A FAFAIAT (repurchase agreement) gl 81T, T§
Ut W afepfaat H s qarr gaAfda a8t g

 The Bank Rate influences the lending rates of commercial banks; a higher Bank Rate can
lead to higher interest rates for borrowers.

- dF W aOIogs St FTHT A FF THTET FAT & 35T 95 T IURFAT &
foT 3= surer ¥ @ ! B

Current Bank Rate

JaAT dF T

» As of April 9, 2025, the Bank Rate stands at 6.25%.
« 9 310 2025 deh, & X 6.25% ¢

* This rate is determined by the RBI and is subject to change based on economic
conditions.

- Jg X RBI g@rr fauiRa &r sielr & 3R anfde aRfPufoat & ear aqa @t
gl
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National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD)

AT FR 3 o e d&F (amars)

« NABARD was established on 12 July 1982 under the NABARD Act, 1981,
taking over the functions of the erstwhile Agricultural Credit Department
(ACD) and Rural Planning and Credit Cell (RPCC) of the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), and the Agricultural Refinance and Development Corporation
(ARDC).

TSNS T TUTYAT 12 S[AT§ 1982 T ATaTS Jrferfarasr, 1981 & A g3
| 38 aRAT Red &% (RBI) & F For fasmr (ACD) 3R areior
AISTAT UG HOT YIS (RPCC) TUT F gaafda va fapra faemr
(ARDC) & FT I 379t 31efieT o forml

o Ownership: It is fully owned by the Government of India.

TfAcT: I8 I aXF HRd WFR & F@IAT A ¢

o Administrative Control: Operates under the Department of Financial
Services, Ministry of Finance.

TerHfae RIFT: I8 a9 A & fadT dar Rumers 3ada s

T B
o Headquarters: Located in Mumbali, Maharashtra.
HEATT: UG AT H{as, AgRSe H Fud gl

« Regional Presence: As of 2023, NABARD has 31 Regional Offices across
India, facilitating its operations at the state level.

& 39feyfa: 2023 d, e & HRT A 31 &+ FEET §, 5 T

TR G FETeleT I FITH FATd g

Core Functions

g@m

1. Financial Functions (Refinancing)

1. T s (gafae)

o Short-Term Refinance: Provides short-term credit to Cooperative Banks
and Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) for seasonal agricultural operations,
ensuring timely availability of funds to farmers.

Ieqatfad qAfdd: Ig Wehr) i 3T &= amtor dt (RRBs) #1
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Ateslt R st S U sewIfaF %oryere aar g, Sred et

I AT T AN YA gl Th |

Long-Term Refinance: Offers long-term credit to financial institutions for
investment in agriculture and rural development activities, including
infrastructure projects.

i QAR 78 R SeEt @ g sk amhr R
ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ,ﬁﬂﬁgﬁwﬁmaﬁqﬁﬁm%m%ﬁﬁﬁw%m
AdFfAF FOT YT T &l

Refinance Support: During 2023-24, NABARD extended refinance of
%10,099.55 crore to banks for Self-Help Group (SHG) lending. The
cumulative disbursement stood at ¥1,17,895.32 crore as of 31 March 2024.

qAfdd HErIET: 2023-24 H, ATS A FA HERAAT WH (SHG) HOTH
fore Sl &1 210,099.55 FA3 T Yoitdd Yarel fhar| 31 AT 2024 dh
ol faaRoT21,17,895.32 13 |

2. Supervisory Functions

2. 943aToT Y

Regulatory Oversight: NABARD supervises State Cooperative Banks
(StCBs), District Central Cooperative Banks (DCCBs), and RRBs, ensuring
their financial health and regulatory compliance.

frame fPeRmE: TS s @EEl @ (StCBs), e FEr wEEr
d% (DCCBs) 3iIX RRBs &T UddeTor aidl &, forad 3o fadr Rufar
3R AR srequTere gAREd & w4l

Institutional Development: Engages in capacity building of rural financial
institutions through training, monitoring, and evaluation, aiming to
strengthen the rural credit delivery system.

HEunTa fawra: g wiaTor, ferredt A Aedies & AregA ¥ AT
o graat & etaar AT d g giar g, f5aa arsor For
faavor gorrelt 1 ggg fhar S Tl

3. Developmental Functions

3. ReMIcAs 1

SHG-Bank Linkage Programme (SHG-BLP): Initiated in 1992, this
programme connects Self-Help Groups (SHGs), primarily women-based,
with formal banking institutions for credit access. As of November 2023,
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Significance
HAgcd

SHGs have accessed loans worth ¥7.68 lakh crore since FY 2013-14.
SHG-d%F fder HRIFH (SHG-BLP): 381992 7 & Toham aram 1| Ig
FRIHA TIT HETIAT FHGI (SHGs), AT & & Afgar waygh, =t

it dffer awnst @ shsar & aife 3¢ %or A agw e &)
STaeT 2023 dh, A9 a¥ 2013-14 & SHGs A 37.68 AT AT & FKUT YIed
fe €

Natural Resource Management: Implements programmes focusing on

watershed development, tribal development, and farm innovation to
promote sustainable agriculture and improve rural livelihoods.

U fad WHTU YU I8 FTadevr &9 e, Seerda e, 3t
Qe # TAEAR W Hied FRAGAT H ] FT & dlfeh Tad FY 3N
aror s A gUR g d@|

Women SHG Development Fund: Supports women SHGs in 150 districts,

especially in backward and left-wing extremism-affected areas, to enhance
economic empowerment.

AfgeT SHG fae A 38 150 et & @AY &7 & e 3K aeradt
39d1e TATRAd 37 A ARET SHGs &I A &ar & arfes snfde
FAfFIHIOT T gerar Ao Tl

Rural Development Catalyst: NABARD plays a pivotal role in rural
development by facilitating credit flow, supervising institutions, and
implementing development programmes.

arior RAF # 3ERF: ASTS KT YaATe H YA 1), GEA13it
ferel e, 3R e FREAT Y anRp 9 F Aregd @ g
faera 3 Fgeaqut sffe fsmmar &

Financial Inclusion: Through initiatives like SHG-BLP, NABARD has

significantly contributed to financial inclusion, especially for women and
marginalized groups.

i g#E@ee: SHG-BLP St ugell & ATEgH & A6 o e
gaTae, faAw &0 & AfRenst ik gfdw & Fut & e, 7 Ageaqer
arrerA fear g

Infrastructure Development: By providing refinance for infrastructure
projects, NABARD supports the creation of rural infrastructure, essential
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for economic growth.

g afen R TS g @ fr aRereEs S o gafde
el Y greAtor gAY e & fARYr A HgHer i g, it InfdE
e T 3maas gl
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Shaping a response to the US.s reciprocal tariffs

S Paper lll: External Sector

P resident Donald Trump’s announcement

of reciprocal tariffs has come as a shock,

though it is not a surprise. The new tariffs
consist of two parts: the existing commodity-wise
import tariff and an additional reciprocal
country-wise common tariff for all goods. The
resultant tariffs are country-wise as well as
commodity-wise. The reciprocal tariffs
announced are now on hold and limited to 10%
for 90 days, except for China.

Calculation of reciprocal tariffs
The calculation of the reciprocal country-wise
tariff is based on the following formula:

U.S. discounted tariff rate = (-1) * ('/2) * exports
from U.S. - imports to U.S.)/imports to U.S.

The parametric assumptions are such that no
individual tariff or import demand elasticities
appear in this formula. The formula in substance
is not the way to determine the tariff rate. In
addition, the table presented by Mr. Trump has a
column ‘charged to the US’. This is misleading.
This is not the tariff rate imposed by various
countries. It is simply double the discounted
reciprocal tariff rate. India’s reciprocal tariff is
worked out below using magnitudes of exports
and imports in billion dollars for 2024.

India’s discounted reciprocal tariff rate = (-1) *
(/2) * (41.8 - 87.4)/87.4 = 26.1% = 26%

This penal tariff rate is to be added to the tariff
that is presently applicable for various
commodities. The 26% rate would be a common
additional element for all commodities. For
countries that are not listed in the reciprocal tariff

Table

India’s total exports of goods and exports of goods to
the United States as % of GDP (current prices)

P2 134 24
Fr23 135 | 23
FY24 121 21

Source (basic data): RBI and MoSPI

C. Rangarajan

is Former Chairman,
Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime
Minister and Former
Governor, Reserve
Bank of India

D.K. Srivastava

is Honorary Professor,
Madras School of
Economics, and
Member, Advisory
Council to the
Sixteenth Finance
Commission

New Delhi's
approach must
be
multi-pronged,
keeping in mind
that increasing
imports from
the US. will
reduce the tariff
rate on India

list, a floor rate of 10% has been announced. This
will be added to their individual commodity-wise
tariff rates.

Some commodities have been presently
exempted from the levy of the additional
discounted reciprocal tariff. These include
steel/aluminum articles, autos/auto parts, copper,
pharmaceuticals, semiconductors, lumber
articles, bullion and energy and certain other
minerals that are not available in the U.S..

Calibrating India’s response

We need to explore now what our reactions
should be. As indicated in the Table, India’s total
exports of goods and its exports to the U.S. as a
percentage of GDP are moderate.

India’s exports to the U.S. are not only quite
low but have also been falling in recent years. The
impact of the additional 26% tariff would be small
but different for different exported goods. India is
certainly not a country that is heavily dependent
on exports.

An analysis of major exports to the U.S. in
terms of their share in total exports to the U.S.
indicates that the main Indian exports that would
be affected by the imposition of the additional
26% tariff would be electrical machinery, gems
and jewellery, machinery and mechanical
appliances, mineral fuels and articles of iron and
steel. Pharmaceuticals are not yet subject to the
additional tariff. Mineral fuels are refined oil
products that are re-exported to the U.S. after
processing in India. The impact on gems and
jewellery is likely to be minimal as its demand is
relatively inelastic. The main items that would
therefore be affected include electrical
machinery, machinery and mechanical
appliances and made-up textiles. However, India’s
competitors in these three commodity groups
such as China, Vietnam, Cambodia and
Bangladesh have also been subjected to
reciprocal tariffs which are higher than that of
India. South Korea is also a competitor in
electronic goods but has been subjected to a 25%
reciprocal tariff, which is very close to that of
India.

Some countries such as China have started
levying reciprocal tariffs. However, this has
elicited an aggressive response from the U.S.,
resulting in a revised overall tariff rate for China
at 145%, which has been raised up to 245% for
certain commodities. From India’s angle this is
not a good approach.

India’s approach must be multi-pronged. An
analysis of the major imports of India from the
U.S. indicates that most of these are ‘essentials’.
Any levy of additional tariffs on them will make
them more expensive. If India increases its
imports from the U.S. wherever possible and
advantageous, the penal reciprocal tariff rate on
India will come down. For example, in the
formula described above, if we increase the
magnitude of India’s imports from the U.S. by $25
billion, say, by substituting the import of
petroleum from other sources to the U.S., India’s
reciprocal tariff rate will come down to 11.8%, just
above the floor rate of 10%, making India far
more competitive. This does not affect India’s
overall current account deficit. This results only
in a change in the composition of India’s oil
imports basket. This may be even desirable.

India should speed up consultations with the
U.S. trade authorities to work outa
comprehensive trade arrangement taking into
account the concerns of both countries. In the
meanwhile, we should also watch out for
‘dumping’ in India by other countries such as
China which are seriously affected.

‘WTO must take the lead

It is clear that the U.S. tariff initiative is only its
opening gambit. Global trade and tariff structures
would remain subject to considerable
uncertainties in the near to medium term, which
are bad for world trade and growth. As we move
forward, we need to create a world trading
system marked by low tariffs. The World Trade
Organization should move strongly in this
direction. Regional groupings are only a ‘second
best’ solution which, however, must be pursued.

The views expressed are personal

Shaping a Response to the U.S.’s Reciprocal Tariffs

HARFT & RN ¢RE F ufa yfafrar IR F3=r

President Donald Trump’s announcement of reciprocal tariffs came as

a shock, though it was not unexpected.

SlATes €9 §aRT IREIRE SR S ghyorr Sieme areh @), grenfes a8

HYITAT aTeT ot

e The new tariffs include two components: the existing commodity-wise import tariff and

an additional country-wise reciprocal tariff for all goods.

T R A &Y o717 LM & HiS[eT 3eUIE-aR AT Qo R ol a&g3it ) Toh HTARF

&er-aR IREIRE ek |
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e As aresult, the final tariffs become both country-wise and commodity-wise.
9 YR, AT SRE &U-aR 3R 3cIg-aR, il gl STt ¢ |

e The announced reciprocal tariffs are currently on hold and capped at 10% for 90
days, except in the case of China.

NT IREIR® TNE ergrer Tafa € 31t 90 f&at & AT 10% a AT E, DT
BIgHL|

Calculation of Reciprocal Tariffs

IRETRE SRE 6 o1

e The reciprocal country-wise tariff is calculated using the following formula:

&U-TR IREIRF Yo eatioli@d I U foAenrell ST &:
e U.S. discounted tariff rate = (-1) x (1/2) x (exports from U.S. —imports to U.S.)/
imports to U.S.

AT A NI INE aT = (-1) x (1/2) x AR ¥ AT - 3r3ANF F¥ 3mama) /

AR F AT

e This formula does not include individual tariff orimport demand elasticities.
58 §F H SAFaeTa ERE AT AT AT AT AAS 767 & |

e The table used by Mr. Trump includes a column ‘charged to the U.S.’, which is
misleading.

At €7 SaRT T aTfelshT & ' charged to the U.S. ' o1 o1 &I &, ST #TAT el drell
gl

e This column does not show actual tariff rates imposed by countries, but is just double
the discounted reciprocal tariff rate.

I el IIEAd H &1 NI o9y a7¢ R 81 f@rdr, afes Rarad areafis dRE
T GITAT AT B |

India’s Reciprocal Tariff Calculation

AR & IRETRE SRE Y o1

o For 2024, using export and import values in billion dollars, India’s reciprocal tariff is
calculated as:

2024 & T, 3R sTel § AT 311 31 & 31/aRa T 3UANT T AR FHT ERE 5T THR
&

o India’s discounted reciprocal tariff = (-1) x (1/2) x (41.8 — 87.4) /| 87.4 = 26.1% = 26%
R 1 Rarad yREaRe TRW g3 = (-1) x (1/2) x (41.8 — 87.4) | 87.4 = 26.1% = 26%

e This penal tariff rate of 26% is to be added to the existing commodity-specific tariff.
TG 26% FT ESTcHE Yodh dATe 3ca1g-TARISe Yok H sy e
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The 26% rate will be applied uniformly to all goods from India.

T 26% T AR U 3T dTel T HIATAT I FHATT T § oI3] g1aiT|

For countries not included in the reciprocal tariff list, a floor rate of 10% has been
declared.

St &er aREa e SR A 7 2nfAer 7187 €, 37k frw 109 i 7 gareer X afvyd 1 a1 g

This 10% rate will be added to their individual commodity-wise tariff rates.

I 10% & 3eToh SATFAINT 3cUTe-aR Yo A st Seaf|

Commodities Exempted from Additional Tariff
sfafea Yo & gaa aequ

Some commodities have been exempted from the additional discounted reciprocal
tariff.

Fo a&g3it # sfafiea Rarrd areals gew dge drg gl
These include steel/aluminum articles, autos/auto parts, copper, pharmaceuticals,

semiconductors, lumber articles, bullion, energy, and certain minerals not available
in the U.S.

FiAr-aidY, I, 3R F© 37 Ghersr affer § S AR 7 3T 761 3 |

Calibrating India’s Response

s $r gfafsar st aqgfad Far

India needs to consider how it should react to the U.S.’s reciprocal tariff move.

R T Ig fITR 3T 81eT b 39 3 AR & IREINE TRE Fea W H@ wfafemar =
Uyl

As per the data, India’s total exports and exports to the U.S. as a percentage of
GDP are moderate.

37T & 3THR, AR T Fol fadTed 3R GDP & gfererd & w9 & AR 1 fordta weaw
TR W

India’s exports to the U.S. are not only low but have also been declining in recent
years.

TR ST ITATHT ol TTATT Fael FH I8 ¢, SToh &lcl oh aNT & gedl 3 AT |
The impact of the additional 26% tariff would be small overall, but varies by product.

sifaRera 26% SR 1 F311a Fro TR WA g1, Akt g FeuTel & AR 3rerar-
37T g1 |

India is not heavily dependent on exports.

AR faid o aga At it et &)
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Impact on Specific Exports

fafdrse Ay w wee

Major Indian exports likely to be affected include:
THTTA BloT alTel JHE AR ToTdl 7 il &

e Electrical machinery

o Safdchd AR

e Gems and jewellery

o Toot 3R 3megEor

e Machinery and mechanical appliances

o Fefid 3ii Tifyw 3usor

e Mineral fuels (refined oil products)

o Gt §4eT (T I 3cU1G)

e Articles of iron and steel

« dilg 3R FEaE & 3cE

e Pharmaceuticals are not yet subject to the additional tariff.
gargar 33 o wfafed e & aray & 7 s §

e Mineral fuels are mostly re-exported after processing in India.
@it $tre 1 31T REAT AR & THTHI0T & a1g, b @ AT fovar Srar g

o Impact on gems and jewellery is likely to be minimal due to inelastic demand.
et I IATHIOT TR FeTT HHA: FA TG FAT1eh FeTehT AT AVGIT BIc &

e The main affected items would be electrical machinery, mechanical appliances, and
made-up textiles.

HEY FHATTA aEqU gial — o fFedher #Afadl, Fifw suaHT, ﬁ?ﬁwml

. Ind|a s competitors like China, Vietham, Cambodia, and Bangladesh have also been
subjected to higher reciprocal tariffs.

IR & gfareaedt ST A, fgdaas, waifsan, 3tk g o1 off sRa ¥ 31f0F aReEaflRs
RE FemT T

e South Korea, a competitor in electronics, faces a 25% reciprocal tariff, similar to
India.

afaYor FNAT, S FAFe T A Glaeadl §, W 25% IREIRF e o1 a1 8, it R
& AT &

Aggressive Retaliation by China and Lessons for India

et Y 3rRTAEF gfafehar 3 g & _Rr g

e Some countries like China have imposed their own reciprocal tariffs.

o U S et o 39eT IREIRe SR wmp e B
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This has triggered an aggressive U.S. response, increasing China’s overall tariff rate
to 145%, and up to 245% for certain items.

maﬁﬁaﬂaﬁrmuﬁmg@,mﬁzﬁawgﬁr%ﬁmams% IR FT TEPIT R

245% T 9gT TS|
From India’s point of view, this approach is not advisable.

HRA & GISChITT §, Tg T 3UGFd A¢1 o |

A Multi-Pronged Strategy for India
AR & fow sguei wrehfa

India’s major imports from the U.S. are largely essential items.

R o AR & JHT AT IheR ITaeT+ aqQ ¢ |

Levying additional tariffs on them will make these goods more expensive.

5o W 31faad Qe aeTet & & FEqU 31X #gah gF et

If India increases imports from the U.S., especially where advantageous, it will help
reduce the reciprocal tariff rate on India.

I AR IANFT § AT TGTAT &, TR ST ATHFRY &1, off Ig Rl R IRETRE ek

T FH FTAFAT

Example: If India increases its U.S. imports by $25 billion, e.g., by substituting
petroleum imports, its reciprocal tariff rate drops to 11.8%, close to the 10% floor
rate.

3ETERT: IS ARG 3191 AR & AT A $25 RfeTer ¥ a7 & 5, 91 & o s
T TYATATAIOT, Y SHeh! TRETR ek &T 11.8% T 37T ST, ST 10% FIATH &I oh hllel
gl

This adjustment does not impact India’s current account deficit.
I TR HR o =T WTAT "1 T T 781 e

It only changes the composition of India’s oil import basket, which might even be
beneficial.

I hdol AR & de AT & WAl 7 FIGAT IR HAT &, ST ATHBRY &7 g7 Feha B

India should begin consultations with U.S. trade authorities to form a comprehensive
trade deal.

H T HARAY SATIR FIRAFI0T & et Y& AT =AM 1o ST SATIR FHSAAT
TRIR T 5T G|

India should also remain vigilant against dumping by countries like China.

HRA I diet o1 it garT 3fer & 9fe off g g arfe v

WTO Must Take the Lead

WTO &I siqcd HIT ATeT
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e The U.S. tariff move is likely just the beginning.
AR HT LR FEH THIA: ol YOI ¢ |

o Global trade and tariff structures will face high uncertainty in the short to medium
term, which is harmful for trade and growth.

ARaF =TI 3R ENE TITAT 367 F ACYH Haf 7 wrehr rfAfRadar 1 awar wiem,
ST IR 3R R & fov gifasres 8

e Thereis a need to build a low-tariff global trade system.
Teh FH Yok ATall ARaH SATIR F Tollod T TRl |

e The World Trade Organization (WTO) should take strong steps in this direction.
g SR st (WTO) Fi 39 G2 7 T&d FgH 307 A1fRU|

Regional trade groupings are only a second-best option, but must still be pursued.

8T SATIR WHE haol U gl e §, T o 3o¢ 3mme Fgrer TR
TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)
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IT-B AT & Teft & AT GEhel AR Y FoIst Tl &
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2. Five Military Personnel Get MacGregor Medals

g AT AT HY AFNR IS T FFATAT fHam ar=m

IT-B Graduate Launches Free Website to Make Sanskrit
Literature Accessible to All
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IIT-B graduate launches free website to
make Sanskrit literature accessible to all

|PCS |
Purnima Sa

MUMBAI

To bring together Sanskrit
literature and reading
tools, Antariksh Bothale, a
software engineer from
Jodhpur in Rajasthan,
launched  SanskritSahi-
tya.org, a free website for
anyone desiring quick ac-
cess to Sanskrit literary
texts, bringing his academ-
ic and professional expe-
rience in Natural Language
Processing into the field of
Sanskrit literature.

Mr. Bothale, an alumu-
nus of the Indian Institute
of Technology, Bombay,
completed his master’s in
Computational Linguistics
from the University of
Washington. He now
works at Google, Califor-
nia, on the Smart Home
Assistant product. His in-

Just a click away: SanskritSahitya.org currently features texts such
as the Ramayana, Mahabharata, Bhagavad Gita, Mahakavya, and
poems written by Kalidasa and other poets. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

terest in languages drove
him to maintain a blog,
Linguistrix, since 2011.
“My overarching vision
for the website is to make it
the best experience for
reading and analyzing San-
skrit literature, to leverage
advancements in computa-
tional methods to aid the
study and teaching for
both casual readers and ex-

perts, and to help further
computational work by
amassing a rich structured
corpus of Sanskrit textsin a
consistent format,” Mr.
Bothale said.

The features of the web-
site include a structured
navigation based on sarga,
adhyaaya, kaanda, shloka,
etc. with easily shareable
pages. Alongside the origi-

nal text are metrical tag-
ging, commentaries, tran-
slations, and
morphological analysis.

Offline access

The website can also be ac-
cessed offline, Mr. Bothale
explained. “It takes a few
seconds to download the
entire data and then the
content can be accessed of-
fline on phone or desktop.
Other scholars who wish to
analyse the data in bulk
can access it directly
through the site’s GitHub
repository at github.com/
sanskritsahitya-com/data,”
he said.

The website currently
features the Ramayana,
Mahabharata, Bhagavad
Gita, Mahakavya, and
poems written by Kalidasa
and other poets, and other
popular texts.

IT-B FeiTcieh = wsfi & fIT T Wiy &1 FoIor T & fow
HET dIAISE Alee $

To integrate Sanskrit literature with modern reading tools, Antariksh
Bothale, a software engineer from Jodhpur, launched
SanskritSahitya.org, a free website providing quick access to Sanskrit
texts.

HEF Arfecd 1 aryfas e gow F aryr Az F e g F aireaw
galiferay 3a et dlra & SanskritSahitya.org T U HFd dGHTSE dled
Y, S WEpd FYl T caRd IgT Jar FIch ¢

e Mr. Bothale is an alumnus of IIT Bombay and completed his master’s in Computational
Linguistics from the University of Washington.
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S 11T afea & 93 o1 § 3R 3o 1o fAaiiel e aifteres & Fegeead Affafeesa &
ArEeX B urca Hr g1

e He currently works at Google, California, on the Smart Home Assistant product.
I8 TIATT H TErer, Hfamiferar 7wt g affiede 3cue WFT R ®W e

e He has maintained a language blog called Linguistrix since 2011, driven by his interest
in languages.
Jogiet STWI3T & R & el 2011 A Linguistrix T Teh HTST scileT SATC I@T ¢ |

e Mr. Bothale said his vision is to create the best experience for reading and analyzing

Sanskrit literature, using computational methods to support both casual readers and
experts.

ST & T Toh IoTehl 36T WEFA AIeed Tt HR fALAT0T it & [T HIASS 3Hefora
Yl e 8, Toras wegeerae faftrat &1 39ier aas 31H aresht 3R A=t gt

TETIAT T 3T Tah |

e He also aims to develop a structured corpus of Sanskrit texts in a consistent format to
further computational research.

d€ AP T T U FEIATST TIRAT HAE IR AT 6 &, Ta Fegerelel e
Y SreTaT T S Feh |

e The website includes features like structured navigation using sarga, adhyaya,
kaanda, shloka, and has easily shareable pages.

JedTse # F, LA, Fi3, &F oI AT Afaarerer & giawm § 3R 58 goo A @
TS fFT ST g &

e Each text is accompanied by metrical tagging, commentaries, translations, and
morphological analysis.

Ycdeh FY & AIY B& qgdTet, ST, 3eTare 3R T faeawor ot 3ucists g

Offline Access
ITFTST TFAT

e Mr. Bothale explained that the entire website data can be downloaded in seconds and
accessed offline on phone or desktop.

S S TAAT o G ASATSE T 52T F6 & Whs H STFAANS [haT ST Fehell § 3R 38 et
T 3TFIT UT AThaTS TFAT HAT ST FhaT &1

o He added that scholars can access the data in bulk via the site’s GitHub repository at
github.com/sanskritsahitya-com/data.

3ol Ig 3T ST fk eereRal 59 SeT T GitHub Raifored

(github.com/sanskritsahitya-com/data) & JIRT e & TFAH N Tohd & |

e The website currently features texts like Ramayana, Mahabharata, Bhagavad Gita,
Mahakavya, and poems by Kalidasa and others.
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Five military
personnel get
MacGregor
medals

IPCS |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Five military personnel
were on Wednesday con-
ferred the MacGregor Me-
morial Medal by Chief of
Defence Staff General Anil
Chauhan for outstanding
contributions in military
reconnaissance, explora-
tion and adventure for
2023 and 2024.

The awardees for 2023
included Wing Comman-
der D. Panda from the Air
Force and Electrical Artif-
icer (Radio) Rahul Kumar
Pandey from the Navy. For
2024, Chief Electrical Air-
craft Artificer (Radio) Ram
Ratan Jat of the Navy and
Sergeant Jhumar Ram Poo-
nia from the Air Force were
honoured with the medal.

Colonel Ranvir Singh
Jamwal, Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Mountai-
neering and Adventure
Sports in Arunachal Pra-
desh, was also awarded.
However, the officer was
not physically present to
receive the award as he is
on a mountaineering expe-
dition to Kangchenjunga.
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TheIgTel 9IS W IATAVT, AGTHRA, 9Tag 3T, AT, 3R FIfgr T 317 wigar Hr

TIATY 3Tl & |

Five Military Personnel Get MacGregor Medals

qre Ao AT FY AFAR e T FFATTAd fHam ar=am

Five military personnel were awarded the MacGregor
Memorial Medal by Chief of Defence Staff General Anil
Chauhan for their outstanding contributions in military
reconnaissance, exploration, and adventure for the years
2023 and 2024.

qier =7 HIAFT 1 2023 3R 2024 7 F+=7 A, @it 31K AT
F1t # Fepve ANTErT & fAT 6T Y@ St drfaer diere garr
AFPIR T I § GFATAT FB6am arm|

e The awardees for 2023 included Wing Commander D. Panda from the Air
Force and Electrical Artificer (Radio) Rahul Kumar Pandey from the Navy.

2023 & YIERR TTCTehci3it # arg W1 & Ffar waAs< 3. uist 3R A @ safFeswa
IréiftraT A3 ugawqﬁtramin

o [For 2024, Chief Electrical Aircraft Artificer (Radio) Ram Ratan Jat from the
Navy and Sergeant Jhumar Ram Poonia from the Air Force were honoured.

2024 & forw, Aar @ Diw gafFera waRwFe AEfhrar A3 IH 0= e 3k
AT QAT I WISl e FAT I AT hl FFATIAT foham aram|
e Colonel Ranvir Singh Jamwal, the Director of the National Institute of

Mountaineering and Adventure Sports in Arunachal Pradesh, also received the
medal.

Feter TIAR i SToaTer, S Ir%vmae yaer # aAereer $Reeye 3w Arsefaafier vz
TSdTR FAH & A €, &1 ot Ig g g foham |

e However, he was not physically present to receive the award as he is currently on a
mountaineering expedition to Kangchenjunga.

glelifeh, 98 SATFAITd T W TEFR Tg0T Hlel & fov 3ufeya gt & #2ifh 9 s qog
HAAS YT Iad AR W E |
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