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Aview of the newly constructed Kalighat skywalk which was inaugurated by Chief Mini
Banerjee on the eve of Poila Baishak, the Bengali New Year, in Kolkata on Monday. PTI

ster Mamata

Pohela Boishakh

R SigATE

e Pohela Boishakh, also known as Bengali New Year, is celebrated on April 14 in Bangladesh and on
April 15 in the Indian states of West Bengal, Tripura, Jharkhand, and Assam.
e sirger, SR s Taa «ff e S 2, 14 ot s aiverder § 3 15 st i ara % ufim e, B, swers, ok
W TSAT H HAT ST 2

o It marks the first day of the Bengali calendar and is a significant cultural event for Bengali
communities worldwide.
T T THelet T Uge & 21T 8 3 a8 e wewt % oy ueh Hecaqut aithfaes s 2

e Origin: The festival's roots trace back to the Mughal era, particularly during the reign of Emperor Akbar
in the 16th century.
37 TH AER H 9 T w1t § I &, fordwar 164 vraredt & wmme srehar % e A
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e Heintroduced the Bengali calendar to streamline tax collection, aligning it with the harvest season to
ease the burden on farmers.

IEI TIEAT SHeiet il O T TEEAT I STEME T ST IY W Hels & Haw 4 s & w6 off, @i frami o e 7 8 @l

e Over time, Pohela Boishakh evolved from a fiscal event to a cultural celebration, symbolizing a fresh
start and the unity of Bengali people, transcending religious and regional boundaries.
T o WY, el SIENT U it SITaie § Wikhiies Scad # saet T, S 78 JGSATA ST AAT THIS <hl TehdT T Jd1sh o T,
it enfifes ofit &rftar wimmel & W 2l

St. Mary’s basilica in
Kochi remains closed
for another holy week

IGS Paper I: History |

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

The St. Mary’s Cathedral
Basilica in the heart of Ker-
ala’s Kochi, considered the
symbol of the Syro-Mala-
bar Church, remains
closed for another Holy
Week and Easter celebra-
tions as the stand-off bet-
ween a rebel group of lay
people and priests in Er-
nakulam-Angamaly Arch-
diocese, and the official
hierarchy continues.

The rebels have dug
their heels in against the
Synod of Bishops of the
Church and opposed any
action to what they
claimed was an “imposi-
tion” of unified mass over
the Archdiocese. They sup-
port a mass in which the
priest faces the people for
the entire duration, a tradi-

tion which they say is more
than half-a-century old in
the Archdiocese. They
want it to be at least recog-
nised as a liturgical variant
within a Church in commu-
nion with Rome.

It was in December 2022
that the Archdiocese’s
principal Church was
closed for public celebra-
tion of Mass and other Sa-
craments amid fears of the
stand-off between rebels
and official church hierar-
chy. Since then the Cathe-
dral has been open to indi-
viduals to offer prayers but
not to community prayers
or public ceremonies.

The Holy Week ceremo-
nies and Easter celebra-
tions will be held at the St.
Mary’s Convent this year,
as per Fr. Varghese Mana-
valan’s  announcement
ahead of Palm Sunday.

St. Mary’s Basilica in Kochi
remains closed for another
Holy Week

T H de AN Affow v
3R gl i & AT 9 @

The St. Mary’s Cathedral
Basilica, located in the heart of
Kochi, Kerala, remains closed for
another Holy Week and Easter
celebrations.

A F FIfeT & Hg H Fya dc AN
Haga afafas e sk g diw
3 $TeT gARIE & fAw T¢ W@

* The church is considered a symbol of the
Syro-Malabar Church.

« Jg T4 RAR-ATAER =1 7 Yol HATAT ST
gl

* The closure continues due to an ongoing
stand-off between a rebel group of lay
people and priests in the Ernakulam-
Angamaly Archdiocese and the official
hierarchy.

* I ST TATGoIH- AT TSR A
AT A AR ARt & ek wag o
e TerfarwREY & & oo 3§ fame &
HRUT SIRY &
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* The rebel group has strongly opposed the Synod of Bishops for what they call the
“imposition” of a unified mass across the Archdiocese.

- foreet wegg o farerdt hr estaen CanT R IRISAE # U #iNFa AT F “41T J 1 FIT
farver R 1

» They demand the continuation of a mass where the priest faces the people throughout, a
tradition in the Archdiocese for more than 50 years.

* J 3 A T T=ATC W T HAET FX G & (o I1edl QU FAT STevall ¥ A 7@ FT Ira1 i
g, ST 50 EfaE 7 Ao 50 aut ¥ it wE W

* The rebels want this to be recognized as a liturgical variant within the Catholic Church in
communion with Rome.

- FgTEY =g § T 50 O & of3 Fnfers a< 7 v enfoie wrdfen oy dwfous R & &9 7 Aeaar
ar S|

* In December 2022, the principal church of the Archdiocese was closed for public Mass
and Sacraments due to fears of clashes.

- RHaT 2022 # HaTfac T o SHROT ITISATAH l HET T FTA0Hg ¥ fAw 717 3R Fhnl
& TS & ae Y e ara |

« Since then, the Cathedral has remained open only for individual prayers, not for
community prayers or public ceremonies.

« 9 @ T§ HAZol el safFaera WAAHT & {0 Georr 11 ¢, Ffes wrdesit a1 ardsifas
IesaTal & forw 78T |

* This year, the Holy Week ceremonies and Easter celebrations will be held at St. Mary’s
Convent, as announced by Fr. Varghese Manavalan before Palm Sunday.

« 3 qV, gl dieh & FARIE 3R §rex 30 de A Fiede J 3mAfad fhe Frwar, Jar i e
IS AAGTAT = T WS I Ugel GIyoT Hr Y|

Holy Week and Easter
yfaa geae AR $EX

o Holy Week is the most sacred period in the Christian liturgical calendar, commemorating the
final days of Jesus Christ's life, his crucifixion, and resurrection.

gfaT GoaTe $ATS G & Qor-uTe st H wed ufdT wHE E, o &ur AelE & oftaa
¥ e R, 307 7@ W FITT 1Y 3N AvedTel &l FTHIT H HAIT STl &
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e It begins on Palm Sunday and culminates on Easter Sunday, marking the end of Lent and the
beginning of the Easter season.

TG 9T HS W Y Blhd $T¥T HS W HATCT BIcll 8, Sl A FIeT & el 3R $FeT Frer A

QEIHT T AT B
e In 2025, Holy Week spans from April 13 to April 20.
2025 # ufaT Hodrg $r 3afr 13 srdter & 20 e a= gl

Historical Background

e oS

e The observance of Holy Week dates back to the 4th century, evolving from early Christian
commemorations of Jesus' Passion.

qiaT Heclg T dTelsT Aty QraTedl & YE §3M, S IR SIS FTel H ST HHE &
Feel F THfd ¥ fawfad gam

« Over time, distinct days within the week gained specific significance, each marked by unique
rituals and traditions.

AT & WY, 38 FeE & [Affie At w1 Ry aged oed g3m, S Afdse srepsemmt
3R grwmt @ RfEaa G

Key Days of Holy Week
gfad ¥ede & 9Hq@ G

Palm Sunday (April 13, 2025)
9 3 (13 3rder 2025)

o Commemorates Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem, where followers laid palm branches
in his path.
Ig 341 A & Aot w7 F Fwerew wdwdr fd 7 FAqwn S §, Sl A

oI 3oTh AT Hds F g o I
o Churches distribute blessed palm fronds to congregants, symbolizing peace and victory.

FRGeRT #F siarept @1 3mefif¥a a3 & T fiGw o €, o anfay sik e & v
g &l
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Maundy Thursday (April 17, 2025)
Al qW3 (17 3t 2025)

o Marks the Last Supper, where Jesus shared a final meal with his disciples and instituted the
Eucharist.

Ig et anf@&f T (Last Supper) 1 AT 7 Aerm S1dr §, 59 61 & 30 RsAt &
ary faer e fohar 3R gaRea Hr w9 $)

e The term ""Maundy"" derives from the Latin ""'mandatum®, meaning **‘commandment™’,
referencing Jesus' instruction to love one another.

“HAlesl" Aeg Afee Aeg “mandatum™ T AT §, Torawr 37 g ameer, St $4T gy
feam a7 TE-gEY & W A 1 G gAfar g

« Traditions include the washing of feet, symbolizing humility and service.

30 oot it o3t # aig e fY WA iR g, S Rerwar 3k dar s gl g 8

Good Friday (April 18, 2025)
5 WIS (18 3rder 2025)

e Observes the crucifixion and death of Jesus at Calvary.

Ig ot sar wdie HIr{w W Gew o AR A A Fid A FART S g, S Fead
Tdd W g5 A

« Services often include the Stations of the Cross, reflecting on Jesus' path to crucifixion.

3H foeT & 3UTHaT FRAFAT 7 I WU HE § HIA ATAS 8 §, 31 SA1 FF7@ dr
T YT HT FAOT HAA g

Holy Saturday (April 19, 2025)
grelt dexg (19 ardher 2025)

o A day of waiting and reflection, commemorating Jesus' time in the tomb.

% et wdtem 3R rcARaa &1 glar &, S 54T &g A A A 6 HLar
o The Easter Vigil is held after sunset, featuring the lighting of the Paschal candle, symbolizing
the light of Christ.

St Rffia gIiea & ag 3mafad & St 8, Sad e AlAed ST S g, St
a1 Adlg & yHIUH TS g B
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Easter Sunday (April 20, 2025)
§TeT W3 (20 3rder 2025)

Celebrates the resurrection of Jesus, affirming the core belief of Christianity in life after death.

Ig &1 a1 AHE & qASCAT 1 3c0d g, 5l SHIS YA HI{e & 1§ A $H q&T
IEATHT AT &

Marks the beginning of the Easter season, a 50-day period leading up to Pentecost.

Ig $TCT FIA hI YRATA AT 8, ST o oy et e =l § 3R RaRe ud o
e &l
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Choksi was arrested from Bélé
hospital, had filed ‘freedom re

Fugitive businessman’s lawyer in India says plea in Belgium allows investigation to continue without (
adds that his client has cancer and was kidnapped, tortured in 2021; whistleblower says early extradit

GS Paper I: Mapping |

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

ehul Choksi was
M undergoing treat-
ment at a hospital

in Belgium when he was
picked up by the Belgian
authorities, his lawyer told
The Hindu on Monday.

“He has filed for an ap-
peal or a freedom request.
It has pleaded that the
probe can continue with-
out the need of him being
in the custody. The plea
has been moved on the
grounds that he is not a
flight risk and that he is suf-
fering from medical condi-
tions,” his lawyer Vijay
Agarwal said.

Asked about the details
of his medical conditions,
Mr. Agarwal said his client
was suffering from cancer.
“Also, he was tortured and
that he has faced physical
deformity because of the
torture. He is suffering
from traumatic PTFD
(Proximal Tibiofibular

Fracture and Dislocation)
because of the torture he
had faced when he was
picked up from Antigua to
Dominica. He was kid-
napped at that time. It is
our appeal that India had
sent henchmen who tor-
tured him,” he said.

Sources close to Mr.
Choksi’s family confirmed
to The Hindu that he was
nabbed from the hospital
where he was allegedly un-
dergoing treatment for
blood cancer, or leukae-
mia. His lawyers are likely
to plead that there is little
possibility of him getting a
fair trial in India.

They also confirmed re-
ports in the Belgian media
that quoted Mr. Choksi’s lo-
cal lawyer that he was not
just tortured and abused,
but was also allegedly ta-
sered in 2021 on a boat
from Antigua to Dominica.

Hariprasad S.V., a whis-
tleblower based in Benga-
luru who had blown the lid
off Mr. Choksi’s alleged

l- Yy ::.\

s

On the run: Mehul Choksi is taken to a police van by a police officer
after a court hearing in Roseau, Dominica, in June 2021. AP

scam, told The Hindu that
he was not very hopeful of
the early return of the fugi-
tive businessman to India.
“If it was possible, it was
much more possible to do
it in Antigua. It is more dif-
ficult to get it in Belgium
now. The European laws
are stricter for extradition,
human rights. It is not very
easy,” he told The Hindu
from Bengaluru.

“In 2011-12, I had a busi-
ness deal with Mehul Chok-

si for a franchise of Gitanja-
li Lifestyle company. He
had assured us that there
will be minimum guaran-
teed returns on invest-
ment, that there will be
profit sharing on the total
sale. The entire operation
was to be run by him. He
was to give the rent on my
property. He was also to
give 12% per annum mini-
mum guaranteed return.
So, I had invested %10 crore
then. But I soon realised
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ASI seeks to shed new light on
Dwarka through explorations

A nine-member team of the Underwater Archaeology Wing of the ASI has undertaken onshore and offshore expeditions at
Dwarka and Beyt Dwarka to search, document, and study submerged archaeological remains as well as ascertain their age

GS Paper I: A&C

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

n an effort to shed
l new light on Dwarka,

an important part of
India’s “cultural history”,
the Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) has underta-
ken a project to ascertain
the antiquity of objects re-
covered during expedi-
tions in Gujarat.

A nine-member team of
the Underwater Archaeol-
ogy Wing of the ASI has un-
dertaken onshore and off-
shore  expeditions ~ at
Dwarka and Beyt Dwarka
to search, document, and
study submerged archaeo-
logical remains as well as
ascertain the antiquity of
the recovered objects
through scientific analysis
of sediments, archaeologi-
cal and marine deposits, a
senior ASI official said.

Beyt Dwarka, believed
to be the home of Lord
Krishna, is an island off the
coast of Gujarat, where the
Dwarkadhish Temple is
located.

A five-member team of
the ASI had carried out
brief fieldwork in February
in the south of the Gomati
Creek, located on the east-
ern side of Dwarka. This in-
vestigation was aimed at

Amember of the ASI’s underwater wing during an expedition in Dwarka from 2005 to 2007. FILE PHOTO

inspecting earlier explored
areas and examine their
present condition. It also
aimed to identify probable
areas for further investiga-
tions and study. The select-
ed area was explored by ar-
chaeologists and
important features were
photographed.

“Dwarka is an impor-
tant place from a histori-
cal, archaeological and cul-
tural point of view. Dwarka
has always been a matter of
research being mentioned
in ancient literature. It has
remained a significant part
of cultural history of India.

Considering its impor-
tance, Dwarka has been ex-
plored and researched by
historians and archaeolo-
gists in the past as well,”
Alok Tripathi, Additional
Director-General of the
ASI, who is leading the ex-
cavation, told The Hindu.

Important remains

The Underwater Archaeol-
ogy Wing carried out syste-
matic archaeological inves-
tigations from 2005 to
2007 at Dwarka. These in-
vestigations, both onshore
and offshore, revealed im-
portant archaeological re-

mains, including ancient
sculptures, stone anchors,
and other objects of histor-
ical importance.

Alarge area was scientif-
ically surveyed but under-
water archaeological exca-
vations were carried out in
a limited area by the ar-
chaeologists of the ASI and
divers of the Navy. The
area for the excavation was
duly marked and systemat-
ic dives were conducted.
During the excavation,
scattered submerged re-
mains, which had deposi-
tion of vegetation as well as
thick calcareous deposit,

were cleaned. The excava-
tion revealed clusters of
submerged remains.

In 2007, a small area
near the northern gate of
the Dwarkadhish temple
was chosen for the excava-
tion. The entire excavation
was conducted meticu-
lously to document anti-
quity in situ. A deposit of
about 10 metres having 26
layers was excavated. Anti-
quities recovered from this
small excavation included
iron objects, beads, copper
objects, rings, and on. Pot-
tery recovered during the
excavation was also exa-
mined and  studied
thoroughly.

The present study is
planned to cover an ex-
panded area in Okhaman-
dal city. Teams of archaeol-
ogists are looking for other
potential sites in the area
to understand the history
of the site, Professor Tri-
pathi said.

This study would in-
clude archaeological ex-
plorations, identification
of potential sites and plac-
es, scientific study involv-
ing diving operations,
search and collection of ar-
chaeological remains, their
proper  documentation
and study, involving scien-
tific analysis and studies.

ASI seeks to shed
new light on
Dwarka through
explorations

AS| gaRT @ISl &
ATEIH H GRHT I
TS Q2= STl FT

9qH

A nine-member team
of the Underwater
Archaeology Wing of
the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI)
has undertaken
onshore and offshore
expeditions at Dwarka
and Beyt Dwarka to
search, document, and

study submerged archaeological remains and determine their age.
AT qTcTed TRTOT (ASI) % 3rsTarex nfharersit & i at-gerda &
o gaRT 3 I G@RPT A STe AR T AT Yw e § arfer g8 go
qdTfcash st T @IS, STATdol 0T 3T IeqF= AT ST T U7 SeTehy
grdiedr &1 freor e s a@ |

* The project aims to bring new understanding to Dwarka, which is considered an important
part of India’s cultural history.

* Ig TRASTT GARHT Y olehd 78 WA AT el ol oe T Wl &, oI IR & AEHias
3TAeTH T Ueh Ageaqul REAT HIAT STl &

* The objective is to determine the antiquity of objects recovered from expeditions in Gujarat
through scientific analysis of sediments, archaeological and marine deposits.
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& e feavor & Areyd @ FuiRa S 8l

» Beyt Dwarka, believed to be the home of Lord Krishna, is an island off the coast of Gujarat,
where the Dwarkadhish Temple is located.

» I EARHT, TS $TITaTeT SFET T AT ATAT ST &, IR & e H HT gHT Ueh adId &, STl
garaTier AT R B

Preliminary Field Work and Survey

URASF Frezg a& HT adaror

» A five-member ASI team conducted brief fieldwork in February on the southern side of
the Gomati Creek, located east of Dwarka.

* AS| #Y 9iT-HEFAT &9 A BIadt 7 M e & gfaroh Red 7, S garReT & @ A Rua g,
wfarea Fresas Fam|

» The investigation aimed to inspect previously explored areas, assess their current
condition, and identify potential sites for further research.

* 3 ST T 3663 G4 # TS 10 &3t 7 aaarer fufay i sier e 3k 3my 6 @ier & faw
Henfara wral & g e |

* Important features in the selected areas were photographed by archaeologists.

» T &Y 7 Fgeaqot farerwansit 1 Qdcataet qarT wrerw B |

Historical Importance of Dwarka
GaRT T A+ Aged

» Dwarka is considered important from a historical, archaeological, and cultural perspective.

- g@RH &1 Waefles, qaricas AR aiEFfaF giteIor & Ageaqet A6 AT g

» The city is mentioned in ancient literature and has been a subject of research by historians
and archaeologists in the past.

* S8 R T Seol Trdler FIfeed 7 Ferar § 3R Ig 3rchd A sfagrasrl AR quacatast &
&1 fawT @I

* Alok Tripathi, Additional Director-General of the ASI, who is leading the excavation, said
Dwarka has always been a significant part of India’s cultural history.

* TTS I wiced X ¢ AS| & srfafera Agifaders amatew Brardy o SgT foh qaRenr g8 & #Rd &
e faF Sfagrd &1 tF Ageaqur RewT w1 el
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Previous Investigations and Discoveries

qdadt @ref 3R fsay

* From 2005 to 2007, the Underwater Archaeology Wing of ASI conducted systematic
archaeological investigations both onshore and offshore at Dwarka.

+ 2005 & 2007 & &, AS| HI 3isTaTeT AfHATaian & 5 ganat 7 Jrer 3R FIa QA1 Tt T
SqaeYd Idlicds g i |

» These investigations revealed important archaeological remains such as ancient
sculptures, stone anchors, and other historically significant objects.

-%ﬁﬁﬂaqﬁﬁ,W#WﬁTmﬂﬁaﬁ?mﬁﬁﬁmgl

* A large area was scientifically surveyed, but underwater excavations were carried out only
in a limited portion by ASI archaeologists and Navy divers.

* U 93 &1 &7 dferds FI&TOT o1 1T, oifdhed STl & ol Gars hael AT BEd 7 ASI &
dcafdar 3R w1t & MaraRt garT i a7s |

» Systematic dives were conducted, and submerged remains with vegetation and thick
calcareous deposits were cleaned.

* SHAREA AT SIHT UF FS §U IARAS T A1 o7 7277 FHer R Fereafay 3K A Hfewraa
ST |

» The excavation uncovered clusters of submerged remains.

* TS H g9 §U AT & FAHE A=A 3T

* In 2007, a small area near the northern gate of the Dwarkadhish Temple was chosen for
excavation.

+ 2007 &, gERHH #HXT F 378 FAR & I Ueh BIE &1 I GaT§ & T o1 I12m|

» About 10 metres of deposits with 26 layers were excavated.

 ofaTeTaT 10 HeT A gl H thell 26 FA Y Fars T TS|

* ltems found included iron objects, copper items, beads, and rings.

* Garg A A 1 T, e A TG, AT AR IHFSAT 91 831

* Pottery recovered from the site was examined and studied thoroughly.

- gars # TRl fredt Y e« &1 arget st 3R 3reawer o ar |

Current and Future Plans

FdHAT 3T 3T FerETe
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* The current study aims to cover an expanded area in Okhamandal city.

« AT YA T 36T NWTHSH AT H Faeeqer 817 Tl ol e ¢

» Archaeologists are identifying other potential sites to understand the history of the region.

« Idcaide e WHIAT TNl IgITel Y 1§ § ATieh &1 & STAgTH ol AT 577 T |

» The study involves archaeological explorations, diving operations, scientific study,
collection and documentation of remains, and their scientific analysis.

- 8 3 H elfeas @, SR sitavers, dwnfae sreara, sraest 1 @ 3k
SEATASIRTOT AT 3oTahT dTfeTeh faRayoT fAe &1

History as battlefield — the perils of reversing the past

IGS Paper I: History and Society]

n March 2025, a wave of textbook revisions

such as omitting or vilifying figures like

Babur and Aurangzeb while glorifying

select native rulers, coincided with rising
public anger demanding the renaming or even
destruction of Mughal tombs. There were viral
campaigns that called for vandalising historical
monuments, driven by narratives that paint
centuries of India’s past in black and white. While
advocates claim that such moves correct colonial
or biased portrayals, the selective rewriting of
history often fuels polarisation, not clarity. When
history becomes a battleground for ideology
rather than a source of reflection, it can fracture
society and foster hatred instead of
understanding.

The discipline of history demands a careful
and nuanced discernment of the past. It is not
merely a recollection of events but a study of
causes, consequences and context. However,
when history is weaponised in the form of
revisionism, especially with an intent to restore a
perceived lost glory or correct historical wrongs
by reverting to a “status quo ante”, it ceases to be
a guide for the present and becomes a tool for
division.

Such revisionist exercises are not only
dangerous but have been the root of conflicts,
wars and prolonged suffering across different
parts of the world. The grundnorm of this
discussion is that while historical wrongs must be
remembered to avoid their repetition, they must
not be interpreted as mandates to reclaim past
statuses or boundaries. Much of the chaos in
today’s world arises not because we forget history
but because we seek to relive or reverse it.

Revisionism versus reckoning

It is important to distinguish revisionist history
from historical reinterpretation. Reinterpretation
is a legitimate academic exercise, where new
evidence or perspectives reshape our
understanding of the past. Revisionist history,
however, especially in the political sense, seeks to
reinterpret the past to justify present-day political
agendas, often tied to nationalism, identity
politics, or territorial claims. This has been
evident in various religious and political conflicts,

is Senior
Counsel/mediator
and a former judge of
the Punjab and
Haryana High Court

What is
dangerous is a

exercise in
history, which
is being tied to
nationalism,
identity politics
or territorial
claims

such as the Crusades, which were themselves
sparked by the belief in the sanctity of Christian
control over Jerusalem. The First Crusade
(1096-1099) was launched ostensibly to reclaim
the Holy Land from Muslim rule, despite the
region’s diverse religious history. What followed
were centuries of bloodshed, occupation, and
retaliatory campaigns, none of which restored
any meaningful peace but, instead, deepened
divisions between civilisations. It is a classic
example of trying to correct a perceived historical
wrong through a violent reversal — not
reconciliation.

The European Wars of Religion in the 16th and
17th centuries, such as the Thirty Years” War,
further demonstrate the dangers of historical
grievances being revived under the banner of
religious or political legitimacy. The Protestant
Reformation challenged centuries of Catholic
dominance in Europe, leading to a brutal struggle
to “restore” previous religious hegemonies. The
outcome was catastrophic: millions perished,
economies were ruined, and societies were
devastated. Here again, the danger was not in
recognising the grievances of the past but in
weaponising them to reshape the present based
on historical constructs. Rather than moving
forward with mutual tolerance and
understanding, European States plunged
backward into a cycle of vengeance, each side
Jjustifying their acts through selective memories of
the past.

Twentieth century examples

Perhaps the most infamous example of
dangerous revisionism is Nazi Germany. Adolf
Hitler’s ideology rested heavily on the notion of
reclaiming the glory of the German Reich and
correcting the “humiliation” of the Treaty of
Versailles. His rhetoric about the Aryan past, the
“stab in the back” theory, and a need for
Lebensraum (living space) were all rooted in a
highly manipulated version of history. The
attempt to reverse the outcome of the First World
War by restoring German supremacy led to the
Second World War and the Holocaust —
catastrophic result of trying to reengineer history
through conquest and genocide.

Similarly, the Partition of India in 1947 was
marked by competing historical narratives —
Hindu and Muslim nationalists invoked centuries
of grievances under previous rulers. What should
have been a peaceful transition into two
sovereign States turned into one of the worst
episodes of communal violence in history, killing
over a million and displacing more than 10
million. The violence was not about the future; it
was about reclaiming identities and rights rooted
in selective versions of the past.

In the contemporary world, Israel-Palestine
remains a deeply complex and tragic case of
historical grievances clashing with present-day
geopolitics. Both Israelis and Palestinians stake
claims based on history — often diverging,
irreconcilable, and deeply emotional. Efforts to
reverse history, whether through settlements,
territorial claims, or denial of nationhood, have
prolonged a conflict that cannot be resolved by
appealing solely to the past.

In Eastern Europe, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
in 2022 was partly justified by revisionist
arguments about the historical unity of the
Russian and Ukrainian people and the invalidity
of Ukraine’s post-Soviet independence. This
attempt to undo post-Cold War borders in the
name of historical continuity has led to massive
human suffering, economic crises, and a
destabilisation of the entire region.

History as a teacher

History should be a teacher, and not a template.
The purpose of understanding past wrongs is to
ensure they are never repeated — not to demand
restitution through acts that recreate the very
conflict that they seek to avenge. The obsession
with returning to a perceived golden past blinds
nations and people to the opportunities of the
present and the possibilities of the future. As
philosopher George Santayana aptly put it:
“Those who cannot remember the past are
condemned to repeat it.” But equally dangerous
are those who remember the past only to relive it,
seeking justice through reversal, not
reconciliation, The greatest service we can do to
history is not to rewrite it, but to learn from it —
with humility, not hubris.

History as Battlefield — The Perils of Reversing the Past
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In March 2025, a wave of textbook revisions included omitting or
vilifying Babur and Aurangzeb while glorifying select native rulers.

ATE 2025 # IMSTTETH! 3 HAMET Y TF g et forged ara? AR 3eraa
I §CHT 3T AT TEATH THAT 71T, STafeh & TAET ATHHI FT AfGATHAS
T o)

e This coincided with rising public anger demanding renaming or destruction of
Mughal tombs.

S THI ST HT TP 31 3T, S F{IA AFAU & AT TGolet AT 3eg oTSC HIA I AT
X TET T

o Viral campaigns encouraged vandalism of historical monuments, promoting a black-
and-white narrative of India’s past.

ﬂﬁmﬁmmnﬁﬁaﬂ@ﬁé:ﬁvmaﬁmmwm,sﬁw%%ﬁm
3 " gfewior 7 Ry < €

e Advocates claimed these changes corrected colonial or biased portrayals, but
selective rewriting of history causes polarisation, not clarity.

AR gl o F geang afAafRre ar garardt RFor & S g &, dfeheT aa=ieAm s
7 & sfaera #1 6 & forgen Tasear #@t afew gdiaor w1 sea car g |

e When history becomes ideological, it ceases to be a tool of reflection and becomes a
source of division and hatred.

519 gfae RERYRT &1 §RAR 5 SaT §, d9 I8 Ridast &1 @1t 71g1 afes fasere ik
OIT T HRUT Tl ¢ |

The Discipline of History
sfaeTd T regermas

e History is not just about remembering events, but understanding causes,
consequences, and context.

STAEIH Fdel T3 & TTe, TWA & fov 781 §, sfew Hror, IR 3K wesf # g &
I
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When used to restore lost glory or correct past wrongs by returning to a “status quo
ante”, history becomes divisive.

ST ST ST IS §& ARAT HY GoT: WX I7 et A raferal H gara  fore fvar
ST &, I8 e Rssae i) s Sar €

Such revisionism has historically caused conflicts, wars, and prolonged suffering
around the world.

U eTel@et gicera A W, Jeu 3R drdwtiars dst i HRoT 3T ¢

Historical wrongs must be remembered to avoid repetition, but not as mandates to
reclaim past statuses or boundaries.

T srafadt 1 gt @ e & fov are T@er @1fgv, W 3 W s 9T
HATHT Y BT & ITA T TS ARl HATAAT AR

Today’s chaos arises not from forgetting history, but from trying to relive or reverse it.

31T T 3RTSTehdT T HRUT STAGTH Y {eAeTT 781, Sfesh 30 T & S a1 erea |

Revisionism versus Reckoning
QAo FoTH ITcHATT

Historical reinterpretation is a valid academic practice using new evidence to reshape
understanding.

e 1 IereaTEaT Teh 7 AeTfOeh 73T § S AT TATON & TAST I 3HR & B

Revisionist history, especially politically driven, aims to justify present-day agendas
tied to nationalism or identity politics.

Tereiifas T & AR goef@e, T 1 Taeiifas At # 3R saae & fore
STl §, ST Irsgare; AT ggtet Y Asteiita § 537 81 &1

This pattern is visible in religious and political conflicts, like the Crusades, which
aimed to reclaim Jerusalem from Muslim rule.

Ig ggi urféies iR et et 3 SEi S @hdll &, S0 7o s, foraer 3eged
AIETH ATHT { TEAAH HY YA JTCT AT AT
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e The First Crusade (1096-1099) led to centuries of bloodshed, not peace, deepening
civilisational divides.

YgAT HAS (1096-1099) TGl e Tt TFATT o1 HRUT a1, ToTed wogamsit & i
Rt 3R s, enfa 8T 3|

e |twas an attempt to correct perceived wrongs through violent reversal, not
reconciliation.

I faTeas alis @ Ircdia Y TaeHT JURS FT 9419 o1, 7 & gagitar|

European Religious Wars and Their Lessons

T enfieh geur 3R 3% fAee are qas

e The European Wars of Religion in the 16th and 17th centuries like the Thirty Years’
War show dangers of reviving historical grievances.

164t 3R 174} erared) & T enfdes gawr, i T o adffer gew, g5 feara &
MAeAF RAFrral F BT @ Hfaa Fa1 fFdar @ & Gar g

e The Protestant Reformation challenged Catholic dominance, leading to a brutal
struggle to restore hegemony.

WREET GUR HISIAT o FANfATF Tefea ol Foilcl &1, [TTQ wgea Y qAaedTiRa F:a &1
30T HE L E3T

o The outcome was millions of deaths, ruined economies, and devastated societies.

mmgmmmaﬁﬂh,mﬁmm,amwmﬁmn

e These events were not about understanding history, but about weaponising memory
for vengeance and power.

3 AT SFABTH Y HHSAA 6 o7g1, i T H FFRAAR T gt 31X Far & fow o

o Instead of mutual tolerance, Europe fell into cycles of violence, justified by selective
memories.

3ot wFSOTaT & Sore, U9 e F 9% A 39 93, o9 ggeens At o 3T
SETT 30T
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Twentieth Century Examples

d9dt Tl & 38T

The most infamous example of dangerous revisionism is Nazi Germany under Adolf
Hitler.

GateTTs 3faeTd GAe@e o Tad $HEITd 3e0T Tslew e & aAccd H ATl STaat ¢ |

Hitler's ideology was based on reclaiming the glory of the German Reich and
correcting the “humiliation” of the Treaty of Versailles.

fecer i faaruR st wraTe Y AfgAT 1 Oor: wred e 3R a6ty @it & “sraar”
Y S HIA T TR 27|

His ideas of the Aryan past, the “stab in the back” theory, and the call for
Lebensraum (living space) came from a manipulated version of history.

3T AT 3rclte, “dfis 7 g aiver F1 Rgyia, 3R AA-aU3HT (@ T 51978) H AT
sfaer Y AE-7ND 718 carETr § Fwanr oA

The attempt to reverse the outcome of World War | by restoring German supremacy
led to World War Il and the Holocaust.

v fed gaur & aRomA FY gerea 3 T T F a9 FIA $ TAH o gy feg
Ieu 3R falwiee i otwA |

It was a catastrophic result of using conquest and genocide to reengineer history.

I5 3fderd & Y & Trget & fore faerar 3R sIweR 1 39ahT & &1 faemmera Y aRormer
27

Partition of India

HARA &1 AT

The Partition of India in 1947 was shaped by conflicting historical narratives from
Hindu and Muslim nationalists.

1947 # TR 1 fasiroret feg 3R Ao Trsgarfeat S fremsime e sareansit &
g T
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These narratives were based on centuries of grievances under past rulers.

3 giteanivr Ao amwet & srefler Wi it Rrarrat ov smenfiia 2

What should have been a peaceful transition to two sovereign States became one of
the worst communal violence episodes in history.

i ek QiferquT WATAROT GIAT TR T T, a8 Sicierd i gaw sfiwor wiverias i $r aearsi
# Y Teh &1 I

Over a million were killed, and more than 10 million were displaced during the
Partition.

m%mlom@mmmmmwm@mmmmﬁagm

The violence was not about the future, but about reclaiming past identities and
rights.

I o sifasy & ay & 7 oY, sfew I A g sk sl A AR aRaTF=Aa &
IR H Y|

Israel-Palestine Conflict

The Israel-Palestine conflict is a modern example of historical grievances clashing
with geopolitics.

FoTEd-Reforecer e TR Rt 3R adameT o Ty & eata 1 3myfas
3ETEOT ¢ |

Both Israelis and Palestinians claim rights based on divergent and emotional
historical narratives.

gorgal AR FefaFditt, Qi & feet 3 smaeTess AR g & 3R «
3R STard g1

Efforts to reverse history through settlements, territorial claims, or denial of
nationhood have prolonged the conflict.

guTgel, a7 gral, a7 Ise Y AT 7 & & SIRT SfAg F Toed F 9™ A 57 qU
& o1 Eiw A g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page18



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

The conflict cannot be resolved by appealing only to the past.

Ig HEY harel 3TelleT Y AR S@HFT GASTAT 6T ST FeeTT |

Russia-Ukraine War

In 2022, Russia invaded Ukraine, partly justified by revisionist arguments about their
shared history.

2022 #, T  FgheT T ATHAT T, TR 3111 T § 31 AT ST W 3maria
qAd@earer dei & 3frd sgram I

Russia questioned the legitimacy of Ukraine’s independence after the Soviet Union’s
collapse.

0 o AT o9 & RFuea & a1e g i Fadadr it duar ) T 3613

This attempt to undo post-Cold War borders caused massive human suffering,
economic crises, and regional destabilisation.

offer Jer & ag i W3 FY 3erea 1 Ig G A AT 3T, 3nfde dwe, 3R e
YT T HROT =T

History as a Teacher

sfag T v Rem F T H

History should teach, not serve as a template to recreate the past.

sfaera # R TifRw, 71 5 3rdia # T & areat &1 g a7 a1 v|

The aim of studying past wrongs is to prevent their repetition, not to seek revenge.
rclta Fr AAfAAT T FHSTA FT 36527 Io¢ Qe A UhedT 7, o o qgalr =T

The obsession with a golden past blinds people to present opportunities and future
possibilities.

Fafotar arclta & gy S[epet ol ot aciaArer Jrawy 31 srfarser Sy wammaannait & 37erm T ar
el

As George Santayana said: “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned
to repeat it.”

ST o Sifet WeTaT=AT 1 gl “Sit A9 3rdia A I1g 781 3@, T 39 Qe & foe sfderea
g Er

Equally dangerous are those who remember history only to relive it, seeking justice
through reversal, not reconciliation.

3do & Wl J ¢ it 3fag ) Fad 38 R T e & v ag @ €, iR aosla &
T ToACHT +919 A8 ¢ |
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e The greatest service to history is to learn from it with humility, not to rewrite it with
arrogance.

sfaerg & 9fa o 937 GFA I8 § & 57 Raaar 398 9, 7 F g asa v a
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Feminism for polarised times

[GS Paper I: Society |

hile current [ ' depending on their wives — interpersonal, the privileged and
debates on i emotionally and practically — the vulnerable — sometimes
delimitation focus [ inevitably reshapes the balance in masking inequity more than
on its impact on ] those relationships. These are not illuminating it.
the federal balance of power, straightforward expressions of This blurring of vastly different
another historic rebalancing is o patriarchy; they are messy, inequities — some life-threatening,
contingent on it — the Ruchi Gupta contradictory, deeply human. others negotiable — risks
implementation of the Women’s Exccutive Director of Problematic behaviours exist. alienating people, especially if
Reservation Bill, 2023. The Bill the Future of India But they need to be addressed on they themselves feel embattled as
marked a watershed moment: Foundation their own terms — not simply many men do. And while that
gender equity moved from the labelled as misogyny or evidence embattlement is sometimes
margins of political discourse to its of oppressive intent. After all, overstated or misdirected, it is not
centre. No institution can now social change comes from public always imagined. A man earning a
afford to dismiss it. Yet, this very protest and policy reform but also lower income who goes to work
mainstreaming has paradoxically from millions of daily negotiations | may endure public humiliation.
made it harder, at times, to engage — quiet shifts in family routines, While his wife may be doing
with the discourse critically. small acts of solidarity, the unpaid work at home, she may
As a woman, I often find myself rethinking of roles within daily also be insulated from some of
on the edges of the feminist lives. Often, the stories of women those public indignities. These are
discourse. It’s not because I'm from marginalised backgrounds not arguments against feminism,
“not a feminist” in the way some who have achieved unexpected but calls for a feminism that
young women say. But [ successes include unexpected acknowledges multiple forms of
understand that clumsily allies, such as a father who insists suffering and responsibility.
expressed discomfort. Today’s on sending his daughter to college. Writing this may seem like one
mainstream feminist discourse These accounts are part of the real | is being unnecessarily moderate,
can feel like a minefield - story of progress. complicit in patriarchal structures
demanding disclaimers and Of course, where women’s of power. However, this is also a
caveats before one can step in. agency is denied forcibly, we need | response to the current moment
to address that, through societal which is rife with antagonism
Two terrains change and state power. For across all fronts. A more
There are two distinct terrains instance, daughters who are compassionate feminism may be
when we talk about women’s murdered for pursuing love, or the | tactically right in this moment, to
issues. The first is the structural — grassroots elected representative engender support instead of
the way the design of our society who is made her own proxy by her | backlash. When feminist discourse
can keep women at the margins. husband. To empower women we recognises the emotional and
The second is the realm of must address multiple interlocking | economic pressures that shape the
interpersonal relationships. These factors: economic independence, lives of men, particularly those at
overlap, but imposing the legal protections, education, social | the margins, it invites solidarity
structural lens too heavily on the networks, and cultural shifts. To rather than defensiveness.
personal risks distorting both. It address these structural issues, we Perhaps what we need now is a
flattens the richness of human must build state capacity to ensure | feminism that can hold
relationships, turning every minor that institutions actually deliver complexity not just within its own
conflict into a battle for power — the protections they promise on ranks but across society. One that
even when the relationship may paper. However, the most effective | can confront injustice without
be undergirded by love, care, and interventions work at multiple antagonism. One that can
a willingness to negotiate. levels simultaneously — the state distinguish between structure and
It is true that the personal is and society — and are sentiment, between cultural
political, shaped by deeper context-sensitive. patterns and individual acts. A
hierarchies. But interpersonal feminism that can accommodate
relationships are often not Blurring of inequities contradiction without becoming
reducible to oppression or The nature of constraints on a complicit. This is especially
domination. In India, many men A more financially independent urban because unlike other battles for
labour quietly — denying compassionate woman who is negotiating rights, within the terrain of
themselves comfort, enduring feminism may household responsibilities is not male-female relationships, there is
difficult work environments — to be tactically the same as that of a village no way to segregate the personal
support their families. That right in this woman fearing rape as she steps from the public. Thus if we adopt
implicit sense of love and duty - out at night to access a toilet. Yet, an antagonistic framework, we —i
creates space for give and take. A moment, to too often, feminist discourse will bring the battle home. That ‘a\
husband may expect dinner on engender collapses these into a single may ultimately be necessary in )
the table, but also give his support instead narrative. It moves too seamlessly some cases, but it need not be the Eé’
monthly earnings to his wife. Men of backlash between the structural and the starting point. o
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Feminism for Polarised Times

ydigd 7877 & fav aiiarg

The current debates on delimitation mainly focus on its effect on the
federal balance of power, but it also impacts the implementation of
the Women’s Reservation Bill, 2023.

qAATT FAY A AR R T ) 67 &I T { T Tl Tl R 5qS
UHTT R FHigd &, AfheT Tt wara A 3mator R9as 2023 & haeagT
w & B

e The Bill marked a watershed moment, bringing gender equity to the centre of political
discourse.

7% AT veh Maefs A1g o1, Sad s g@ear 1 aeifas et & &g & arr
AT

e No institution can now afford to ignore gender equity.
319 1S off GEAT ATNF FATAAT Y ARSI 8T T Tehal|

e However, the mainstreaming of feminism has made it harder to engage critically with
the discourse.

glelifeh, ARIATE & HEIURT & el A 38 AT TR ATA=ATcHF T { AT Hide g
AT

Two Terrains of Feminist Discourse

ATard fasret <y QY feame

e There are two terrains in women’s issues: the structural (societal design keeping
women at margins), and the interpersonal (personal relationships).

AT FEal % aF 817 §: FLAATcHT (FHTS T FoArac it HIGoITIHT T FTRY T @l ) 3R
sgfFdera (s Red)|

e Over-imposing a structural lens on the personal can distort the richness of human
relationships.

CIATCHS G focahIoT 1 forsht Sfiaet Tx 31caftieh oIre] el ATeTa Harelh Y 7S F1 fapeT

T AT S|
o While the personal is political, not all interpersonal issues are about oppression or
domination.
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e« Many Indian men silently endure difficult conditions to support their families, driven by
love and duty.

% HRAT TN 301 IRaR & forw wfder aRfeafaat & guema @gd &, 3 997 3K Feaea
&1 9T T IRT BraT B

e Such dynamics show that relationships can involve negotiation, not just power
struggles.

39 g & GoY fe@ra & for Redl & &k war w8 781 sfos gastiar s gar &

¢ Need for Nuanced Feminism
&H ISR TelT ARG HTaTF

e Problematic behaviours must be addressed on their own terms, not just labelled as
misogyny.
GHAEITIET STagRT 1 3o Fae: WG H @1 ST AT, o o oo FHgaw g |

e Social change happens through public protest and daily negotiations — like changes
in family routines or rethinking gender roles.

WATTSF dedTd Aidsiieieh fialelel 3R fee gasial ¥ 37ar § — S afar & st &
qeaTa I dfrew sfAewtat i gereatEn|

e Many women from marginalised backgrounds succeed due to unexpected allies, like
supportive fathers.

BT 9 T@ aTel) s ATRATT 39T HgTISH AT I HYAAT FgAAY Fr aoig & Il
g 8|
e When women’s agency is forcibly denied, state power and social reform are needed.

STe A3 T FERITT Sl TYdd SIAT AT &, 7 Ted AfFa AR wnforas gur Hr

3T AT Bl B

e To empower women, we need economic independence, legal protections,
education, social networks, and cultural change.

ARG T FAFT Tellad & TIT g AT Facar, Frefeit e, Rat, aenfas aAeas,
3R wFfaF aaara i 3aegend |

e Effective reforms work at multiple levels — the state, society, and context-specific
solutions.

FHTE FUN F§ FRT T HIH A § — T, TAT, AR aRkfeufa & srgar gamem|

Blurring of Inequities
ITHATAATIN T ereTdet

e An urban, financially independent woman’s issues differ vastly from a rural woman’s fear
of sexual violence.
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Teh e, 1T &9 & TadT Afgell I FHEATT Uk ATHT Afgerm hr It fFam & st & iy
AT 81

Feminist discourse often collapses different experiences into a single narrative, hiding
real inequities.

ARIETEr faaeT sreree Rafdiest sreparal 1 e & Faeit 3 aeot & &, e aneaE
AT T S0

This approach can alienate people, especially men who already feel embattled.

Ig GSCHITT AT T GT T Tehell &, WIHAT I TEW ST Igel U &1 AT HGHH 3 o

For example, a man who suffers public humiliation at work might feel more burdened
than a wife doing unpaid domestic work.

3CTEIUT & ToIT, Teh G il WIdA ol YT Tl &, 38 B 9T Irdafas F1F 3 W@ Teail
b 37fEreh TeTd g1 Hehll &

This is not a rejection of feminism, but a call for one that includes multiple sufferings
and responsibilities.

g ANYATG T AU FAET §, Ifesh VAT ARG 39T i 37dfier & S fafaer dsrait ik
forFATREt & TR HX

Towards a Compassionate Feminism

e ANATE 1 AT

Acknowledging complexity is not complicity, but a strategic way to avoid backlash in
polarised times.

ST ot TAIHR T WA T oTeT, Sfow e yfafhar @ a9« Hr Efa &

A compassionate feminism invites solidarity, not defensiveness, especially from
marginalised men.

Teh &S] ARIATE TaRIvent §11RIT WX U3 q&st & Usholedr AT &, WIcHS T 7161 |
We need a feminism that can recognise injustice without becoming antagonistic.
& U0gT ARIAIE I1feT S AT T UgdTe, WX fRAAeTeAsd o7 97|

It should distinguish between structure and sentiment, cultural norms and individual
acts.

Ig FTaaT AR H1ae, Fiepfasw Aganst 3R safFdera Foat & d e w ad|

Since personal and public life are inseparable in gender relations, an antagonistic start
may bring conflict home.

dfer Aforer Faret ¥ sl 3R ardsifaren Shaet srerer 1@t g1, safaT RAUTeAF Y3 @
A FEY o el B
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Sometimes, confrontation is necessary — but it should not be the starting point.
FafT-ely FEY HTaRTS BT §
— Jfher g5 IRfeF g =dt
g arfige

BUDAPEST
Hungary passes legislation to

ban public events by LGBTQ+

; IGS Paper I: Mapping |

Hungary’s Parliament on Monday passed an amendment to the
constitution that allows the government to ban public events by
LGBTQ+ communities. The amendment, which required a
two-thirds vote, passed along party lines with 140 votes for and 21

against. ap
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New tensions flare as Algeria tells 12
French officials to leave in 48 hours

[GS Paper I: Mapping |

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

Fresh tensions flared bet-
ween France and Algeria
on Monday as the French
Foreign Minister said its
former colony had ordered
12 French officials to leave
in 48 hours.

The announcement was
linked to the arrest of three
Algerian  nationals in
France, Foreign Minister
Jean-Noel Barrot said.

For decades, ties bet-
ween France and Algeria
have gone through diplo-
matic upheavals, and Mon-
day’s announcement
comes at a delicate time in
relations and underscores

the difficulties in repairing
ties.

“I am asking Algerian
authorities to abandon
these expulsion mea-
sures,” Mr. Barrot said, ad-
ding: “If the decision to
send back our officials is
maintained, we will have
no other choice but to res-
pond immediately.”

The 12 authorities in-
clude some members of
the French Interior Minis-
try, a diplomatic source
said.

Despite the new ten-
sions, French diplomatic
sources said that “contacts
are being maintained” and
that Paris would like to “re-
turn to an easing of ten-

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website

patrioticias.in

Jean-Noel Barrot

sions” with Algeria.

Earlier this month, Mr.
Barrot visited Algeria on a
fence-mending trip after
months of tensions that
had brought the two coun-
tries to the brink of a diplo-
matic breakdown.

On Friday, French pro-

secutors indicted three Al-
gerians, including a consu-
lar official, on suspicion of
involvement in the 2024
abduction of an opponent
of the Algerian regime,
Amir Boukhors, in a Paris
suburb.

The men, who are also
being prosecuted for “ter-
rorist” conspiracy, were
placed in pre-trial
detention.

On Saturday, the Alger-
ian Foreign Ministry de-
nounced “rotten argu-
ments” by the French
interior ministry and criti-
cised an “unacceptable
judicial conspiracy”, refer-
ring to the arrest of its con-
sular agent.

Road, Gorakhpur
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1. Choksi arrested in Belgium as India seeks extradition
HRA GART Teqqor Y AT F i A afeaad # PRear

2. Loans now cheaper as major banks cut rates
39 FOT ES FC FN1H 9@ d1 A &Y werg

3. Indian agencies approached Belgium for Mehul Choksi’s
extradition in October 2024

AT TSI fAAT A IeFga¥ 2024 H Agel ANhH & FeqI0T &
fore afesas & w9 o

4. Forensic samples can soon be analysed by private labs
too: Shah

Seg 81 fasht dsw 7 oft SRIAF w1o@AT H1 adiator a3
HhaT: Qe

5. Unnecessary Change
HeATdAh dqelld
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Belgium as India
seeks extradition
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Fraud fallout

An overview of the Mehul Choksi case

Bank fraud: the CBI registered

Mehul Choksi its first case in

and Nirav Modi the banking scam

defrauded 3

Punjab National ~ Arrestin

Bankof?13578  Dominica:

crore using Choksi was

fake credit arrested in
Dominica in

instruments and
shell companies

abduction.
Tactical escape: Interpol
The accused fled withdrew its
India in January Red Notice in
2018, just before March 2023

2021; he claimed

4

v !
Mehul Choksi. ANI

Latest arrest:

On April 12, 2025,
Belgian authorities
arrested Choksi
after India renewed
extradition efforts

Suhasini Haidar

Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELHI

Belgian authorities con-
firmed on Monday that
they have Mehul Choksi,
the fugitive diamond busi-
nessman, in custody after
he was arrested over the
weekend.

He is wanted, along with
his nephew Nirav Modi, in
a case by Punjab National
Bank alleging loan frauds
worth more than 13,578
crore. The Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) has
been pursuing his extradi-
tion since 2018, when he
left the country.

Mr. Choksi was arrested
by the Belgium enforce-
ment agency on April 12,
months after India moved
a request seeking his
extradition.

Mr. Choksi is an Anti-
guan citizen now, and had
moved to Belgium a few
years ago, reportedly for
cancer treatment. He was
arrested near his home in
Antwerp. As per reports,
he secured a Belgian resi-
dency permit in November
2023, as his wife is a Bel-
gian citizen.

Extradition request

“[Mr. Choksi] is being de-
tained in anticipation of
further judicial proceed-
ings. Access to his legal
counsel has been assured,”
the Belgian Federal Public

Service of Justice or Justice
department told The Hin-
du in a written statement.

“We can confirm that
the Indian authorities have
introduced an extradition
request for Mr. Choksi,” it
added. Mr. Choksi’s case is
due to come up in Belgian
courts next week.

In 2021, a court in Do-
minica had dismissed a CBI
petition for his extradition
after he alleged that he had
been kidnapped and bea-
ten up by “henchmen”
working for the Indian go-
vernment.

International agency In-
terpol had subsequently
withdrawn its Red Notice
for Mr. Choksi after his la-
wyers had claimed human
rights violations and “polit-
ical targeting” by the Modi
government.

“It goes without saying
that we will fight that extra-
dition, we have serious
questions about the course
of events,” Mr. Choksi's
Belgian lawyer Simon Be-
kaert told the newspaper
De Standaard, adding that
he intended to argue that
Mr. Choksi would not re-
ceive a “fair trial” in India.

Mr. Choksi is currently
appealing a decision by the
Antiguan government to
revoke his citizenship
(Inputs from Sandeep Phu-
kan)

‘FREEDOM REPORT’
» PAGE 4

Choksi arrested in Belgium as India seeks
extradition

HR SART YeA9oT Y AT F o= At dfeaas
# fIFaR

Belgian authorities confirmed that they have Mehul
Choksi, the fugitive diamond businessman, in
custody after his arrest over the weekend.

afeeraa srfawiT a gfte & & 3wl @Rr samard
$9NS Agel dehdl] Y HodTerd A PRFIR FT feraa A
forar g1

* Choksi is wanted, along with his nephew Nirav Modi, in the Punjab
National Bank fraud case worth more than ¥13,578 crore.

« AIHAT 39 JATS ARG A & ATY YSITT AAAT dob ST@TErs ATHS 3
aifed g, [SaesT I 13,578 FU3 I 31+ §1

* The CBI has been pursuing his extradition since 2018, when he left
India.

- H3TE T T 3T TAYIT T8 TET § ST sl 2018 F R BT 27|

» Choksi was arrested by the Belgian enforcement agency on April
12, months after India submitted the extradition request.

« TRET FT 12 i FT IfeTaaw gadsr Teid! o FREAR o, F3 AT
G ST AR oF Feador Y ATer &7 AT

* Choksi is currently an Antiguan citizen, and had moved to Belgium
a few years ago, reportedly for cancer treatment.

» T TTHTST H TENIIT & AFIRE § 3N $o a¥ ggo Fa F galTel o
fov afesaa o 1w &

* He was arrested near his home in Antwerp.

* 3¢ Tedq # 39a) ;R & 91 FORwrar & arm|

* He reportedly obtained a Belgian residency permit in November 2023, as his wife is a
Belgian citizen.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page27



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

ONTACT: 9971932488

AR & |

Extradition Request and Legal Proceedings

ST Y #T AR FTepe FRAT

+ Belgian Justice Department confirmed that Choksi is being detained in anticipation of further
judicial proceedings.

- fcorad = fasmeT & giSe & foh wiehdr st 3mer Y s qidwar v veier & fRaa & @
AT

» The department also stated that access to legal counsel has been assured.

- F97TeT Y T o T 6 3o Tt WGP o UG YA TS a1 B

* Belgian authorities confirmed that India has officially introduced an extradition request.

- Afeora# FTRFIRAT & qite F1 o s & st ® F weador i 77 H g

* His case is expected to come up in Belgian courts next week.

« 37T HATHGT 33Tk ATATE Afesad Y gTaral 7 9L gley T GHTGT &

*In 2021, a Dominican court had dismissed India’s petition for extradition, after Choksi claimed
he was kidnapped and assaulted by “henchmen” of the Indian government.

« 2021 H, SYfATAHT Y vF gTad A HRA T TIIoT IR T WIS T &7 AT, e Ahar oF
3TRIT ST AT o 376 AT TIHR o "I ¥ Idgor T et 27|

* Interpol had later withdrawn its Red Notice for Choksi after his lawyers cited human rights
violations and political targeting by the Modi government.

« 91¢, H FeU o AIhAT o [WATh AT I8 AT aad o faT, 9 37k gehlall of ATAANYSHR
Seoud 3R TSAfa® AT T AT T 3R o]

» Choksi’s Belgian lawyer Simon Bekaert stated that they will fight the extradition, citing
concerns about a fair trial in India.

« MpdY & SfecTTHT THIeT WBHT IFIE A gl [ I TIIT & T@ATE o33, FAifh 308 ARG &
foreqet gorars 1 AT Heg &

» Choksi is also appealing against the revocation of his Antiguan citizenship.

« TNRET TR CERHT ARTREHAT I6E FI1 o (10T & TG o rfi T F @ &
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Telangana becomes first State to notify
sub-categorisation of Scheduled Castes

|GS Paper lI: Sub-categorization of SCs

M. Rajeev
HYDERABAD

The Telangana govern-
ment has notified the im-
plementation of the Telan-
gana Scheduled Castes
(Rationalisation of Reser-
vations) Act 2025. The
State has issued a gazette
notification with April 14,
2025 as the appointed day
for categorisation of Sche-
duled Castes (SC) into
three groups.

Telangana has become
the first State into the
country to operationalise
the classification of the
Scheduled Castes after the
Supreme Court’s land
mark judgment on August 1
last year upholding the
constitutionality of sub-
classifying the Scheduled
Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs) to grant sepa-

-

A. Revanth Reddy

rate quotas for the most
marginalised groups with-
in these communities.

Multiple factors

The government took into
consideration the contents
of the top court’s verdict,
empirical data, social, eco-
nomic, educational, em-
ployment, and political
status of the communities
in the categorisation of SCs

into three groups for im-
plementation of the rule of
reservation. Accordingly,
15 sub-castes categorised
as most backward had
been classified as Group-I
with 1%  reservation.
Though these groups con-
stituted 0.5% of the popu-
lation, the government had
decided to provide them
with 1% reservation with a
view to provide education-
al and employment oppor-
tunities to the most back-
ward among the
Scheduled Castes. In all, 18
sub-castes of the total 59
which received marginal
benefits have been placed
under Group-II with 9% re-
servation while 26 sub-
castes that were relatively
better placed in terms of
opportunities had been
placed in Group III with 5%
reservation.

The Cabinet sub-com-
mittee headed by Minister
for Irrigation N. Uttam Ku-
mar Reddy and co-chaired
by Minister for Health C.
Damodar  Rajanarsimha
handed over the first copy
of the gazette notification
to Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy on Monday.

Mr. Rajanarsimha said
33 of the 59 sub-castes
were continuing in the
same group in which they
were placed in the past and
there was shuffling of only
26 sub-castes constituting
3.43% of SC population.

Recruitment to govern-
ment jobs would forthwith
be based on the categorisa-
tion of the SC communi-
ties, Mr. Rajanarsimha
said, adding the categorisa-
tion would not be applica-
ble to the vacancies alrea-
dy notified.

Loans now
cheaper as major
banks cut rates

39 FOT TEA §C
FhIF THqE ST o
X er§

Major banks have
reduced their
lending and deposit
rates following the
Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) cutting
the repo rate by 50

basis points in
2025.

2025 # AT Re1d d (RB1) gaRT Y9 3¢ # 50 afqw carge A ekt &
aTe Y@ del o 39 HOT I AT & 7 Feldr g

+ State Bank of India (SBI) reduced its repo rate-linked lending rates by 25 basis points to
8.25%, and its external benchmark lending rate to 8.65%.

- ReT I 31w 33471 (SBI) 7 19T IT & 3 70T &I 1 25 AW carge veret 8.25% Y T &,
3T ITEdY SEATR FOT &T FT 8.65% I AT R

* HDFC Bank, a private sector bank, also cut its deposit interest rates by 25 basis points.

- Sl &1 F vadivwdl dF o off FTAT W sATer @’ A 25 IR A Hr ek Hr
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Indian agencies approached
Belgium for Mehul Choksi’s
extradition in October 2024

GS Paper lI: Extradition
o The ED has so far

NEW DELHI

The Indian agencies had
initially approached the
Belgian authorities for Me-
hul Choksi’s extradition
between August and Oc-
tober 2024.

“In July 2024, informa-
tion was received from the
National Central Bureau,
Brussels that Mr. Choksi
was undergoing some
medical treatment in Belgi-
um. Basis that information,
several documents related
to him were shared with
NCB, Brussels. Thereafter,
on consultations with the
officials of the CBI and Mi-
nistry of External Affairs, a
precise extradition request
dated October 25, 2024, as
per the desired model of
Belgium authorities, was
sent to the Government of
Kingdom of Belgium,” said
a senior official.

The Enforcement Direc-
torate has so far attached
assets worth 32,566 crore
in connection with the in-
vestigation against the PNB

attached assets worth
12,566 crore in
connection with the

investigation

scam case “mastermind”.
The properties, at-
tached through nine sepa-
rate orders, include 105 im-
movable assets worth
more than 31,600 crore -
flats, office units, land par-
cels, commercial buildings
and factory units in Mum-
bai, Raigad, Nashik, and
Nagpur in Maharashtra,
Kolkata in West Bengal, Su-
rat in Gujarat, Villupuram
in Tamil Nadu, and Ranga
Reddy district in Telanga-
na. Jewellery, diamonds
and precious metals worth
about 3230 crore have
been attached. Properties
worth close to 385 crore
have been attached in the
UAE, U. S., Thailand, and
Japan, whereas movable
properties valued at 3598
crore have been seized fol-
lowing search operations

d YRS T q & HAT|

* In July 2024, information was received from the National Central Bureau (NCB), Brussels

that Mr. Choksi was undergoing medical treatment in Belgium.

at 136 locations across
India.

As part of the initiatives
for recovery and restitu-
tion of assets, the ED has
facilitated the handover of
properties worth about 150
crore to the liquidator of
Mr. Choksi’s company Gi-
tanjali Gems Limited.

The remaining assets se-
cured to banks are being
handed over as per the
court order dated Septem-
ber 10, 2024. In February
this year, the court also al-
lowed the handover of
non-mortgaged properties
to the liquidator for mone-
tisation.

In this case, so far 15 Let-
ters Rogatory (letter of re-
quest) have been sent to
Hong Kong, Singapore,
Thailand, the U.S., Belgi-
um, China, Italy, Japan, the
United Kingdom, and the
UAE for details of the com-
panies, assets, bank ac-
counts, execution of provi-
sional asset attachment
orders, and other informa-
tion related to Mr. Choksi
and his companies.

Indian agencies
approached
Belgium for Mehul
Choksi’s
extradition in
October 2024

HRA Tsifdat @
ma—g\wzomﬁ#gar
ARl F T4 F
fow afesas @ gus
frar

The Indian agencies
initially approached
Belgian authorities
for Mehul Choksi’s
extradition between
August and October
2024.

3TEA AR g
2024 & drT AR
TSl A Age At
& Ycguor & fav
afesad & il

* AIT§ 2024 H Are Vel PN (FAeH) T FIT 9red g5 o Nhlt afesraa 7 R sTr

FLaT & o
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» Based on this information, several documents related to him were shared with NCB,
Brussels.

« 5T GIIT & 3MUR T 38 FaTUd Ty GEaTdeT T, S8ed & 9 J137 v 7w

* Following consultations with the CBI and Ministry of External Affairs, a precise extradition
request was sent on October 25, 2024, as per the Belgian authorities’ model.

- Waftamrg 3R f2er FarerT & ITRHRGT @ AL o a1, 25 raga¥ 2024 H AfesTHA F
FHTAFIRAT F HTAR Teh TEF TeqIOT I FT 9127

Enforcement Directorate’s Action on Choksi’s Assets

R T IR T JadT e i FRAS

» The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has so far attached assets worth ¥2,566 crore in the
PNB scam case.

- gaelet fagermera (§3)) & 319 de diuere glera 7 22,566 F13 Aed i FIRAT STod I & |

» These include 105 immovable assets worth over 1,600 crore — such as flats, office units,
land parcels, commercial buildings, and factory units.

« 35791 ¥1,600 FU3 & 3110 Ao Y 105 Iraa IRAT A & — o T Folew, 3iifew gfaey,
s, aiftrfoaes sraet 3k St gfarew|

» These properties are located in Mumbai, Raigad, Nashik, Nagpur (Maharashtra); Kolkata
(West Bengal); Surat (Gujarat); Villupuram (Tamil Nadu); and Ranga Reddy (Telangana).

» I GURT HE, TAIG, A1fAH, ARG (HERISE); Hierhrar (TREH S91Ter); JIA (I0);
faeqqer (@f@eerg); ik T g2 Qe 7 Fud 8|

» Jewellery, diamonds, and precious metals worth about ¥230 crore have also been
attached.

 TTITTAT T230 FUZ Hed & gat, BN 3 Pl U1qw 8 Sy hr a1$ ¢l

* Properties worth around %85 crore have been attached in the UAE, U.S., Thailand, and
Japan.

- JUE, HANFT, U$els 30 SATIT 7 9T 85 FUT Hed Y WYRAT STocd DT 15 & |

* Movable properties worth ¥598 crore have been seized during searches at 136 locations
across India.

« I HT & 136 FATAT T BT 3 GRIeT T598 FS HET T Tl YT STocT DT 315 & |

Recovery and Handover of Assets

"qferat Y agelt 3R e
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» The ED facilitated the handover of assets worth ¥150 crore to the liquidator of Gitanjali
Gems Ltd, owned by Mr. Choksi.

-éﬁﬁﬁ?mﬁmmmméﬂaﬁa@waﬁﬁsomw#m
vy 7 #Aeg A

* Remaining assets secured to banks are being handed over as per court order dated
September 10, 2024.

» A Hufergr 10 fAdaR 2024 Y HSTerd F A o ITER bt b1 Al S 87 &

* In February 2024, the court also allowed handover of non-mortgaged properties to the
liguidator for monetisation.

* YA 2024 7 37eTeld o AX-Tera Faferat 1 FAFIOr & fow fAfFasey #t dtwsr 61 3rgafa

International Legal Assistance

IHARTSEIT FleTeit HETIAT

» So far, 15 Letters Rogatory (requests) have been sent to Hong Kong, Singapore,
Thailand, U.S., Belgium, China, Italy, Japan, United Kingdom, and UAE.

I 15 dIed N (3rRer =) Al 577 geh B

» These letters sought details of companies, assets, bank accounts, and execution of
provisional asset attachment orders related to Mr. Choksi and his companies.

- o7 T 3 drforat, e, e el 3l oo Tite ardereie el & we Rator i
T &, S et 3 Ser et & o ¥
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Forensic samples can
soon be analysed by
private labs too: Shah

GS Paper lI:
ThGovernance

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday said that
the Ministry is working on
an agreement to allow cer-
tain samples received by
government-owned foren-
sic science laboratories
(FSL) to also be analysed
by private laboratories.

Mr. Shah said there is a
need for 30,000 trained
professionals to visit every
scene of crime for which
the punishment is more
than seven years in prison
under the new criminal
laws. He noted that each
year, 36,000 students will
graduate from the National
Forensic Sciences Universi-
ty (NFSU), many of whom
will go on to work in priv-
ate forensic laboratories as
well.

The Minister said that
due to the farsightedness
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the government
established he NFSU in
2020, while three new cri-
minal laws came into force
in 2024. While seven cam-
puses have been esta-

2 SIS P Nl S|
= ==

-

e

;;\milt Shah

blished so far, nine more
will be set up in the next
six months, he said. Apart
from these, the establish-
ment of 10 more campuses
is also proposed, he added.

Addressing the All India
Forensic Science Summit
2025 organised by the
NFSU, he emphasised the
need to categorise offen-
ders into habitual crimi-
nals, those driven to crime
by circumstances, and
those who committed
crimes out of necessity.

He stressed the impor-
tance of providing psycho-
logical counselling to such
individuals within jails,
with the goal of encourag-
ing them to become res-
ponsible citizens.

Forensic samples can soon
be analysed by private labs
too: Shah

STec &) sl oeg & oY
SRR o1 T qdaTor fora
ST GHaT: AT

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
said that the Ministry of Home
Affairs is working on an
agreement to allow certain
forensic samples received by
government-owned FSLs to
also be analysed by private
laboratories.

FAT IE A AT AE A FET R
9§ HATTT UF A I FTH FT
@1 8, o agad T oRAF
fraATeT TARTRITATHT (FSL) &Y 9red
S AHaAI HT 80T fysht
wATereTe3it 3 8 R ST FHam|

* He said there is a need for 30,000 trained
professionals to visit every crime scene
where the punishment is more than seven
years under the new criminal laws.

* 351l g Toh ST HTRIAF FefaAl & e,
et 3raxrest hr @ |re a¥ A #fAw ¢, g@r
& I TI T A & foIT 30,000
gAY IRt T aeTST ¢ |

* He informed that 36,000 students will
graduate each year from the National
Forensic Sciences University (NFSU),
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and many of them will also work in private forensic laboratories.

* 37g1aY STTeTeh T &Y o &Y a¥ Isdrr wRfAw faamT frafdg@mery (NFSU) € 36,000 & Filas
g1 3R 39 O =5 e PRRAF yAeremennt 7 off o7 i

Expansion of Forensic Science Education

wRRAF AT e 1 _{ITar

* Mr. Shah said that due to the foresight of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the government
established NFSU in 2020, and three new criminal laws came into effect in 2024.

- A aITg 7 gl for wermarsalt ¥ A Y GG & HROT TFHN o 2020 F NFSU &t TA10=11 1 3R
2024 # et T IS FHIefeT o1e] fobT T

+ So far, seven campuses of NFSU have been established, and nine more will be set up in the
next six months.

* 319 T NFSU o |1 o 110 T ST o § 3R 3Tl g #7diat o at 3k Fowr wuriva fve
ST |
 Additionally, the establishment of 10 more campuses is also proposed.

» $H 3elmar 10 3R Fawt S T 7 8 SFaE g

Reformative Approach to Crime and Criminals

IRy 3R 3R & wfa GURTcHS gieeshior

* While addressing the All India Forensic Science Summit 2025 organized by NFSU, Mr.
Shah emphasized the need to categorise offenders into habitual criminals, those driven by
circumstances, and those who committed crimes out of necessity.

» NFSU gaRT HrafSrd Sf@e sRe1a SR Rt @@aere 2025 1 Gelfrd id gu A g
IRTTRrAT T 3rererer 3roRrelt, aRTPufat & FHRoT 3rRrer FEer are 3R AT F IR FA qTer &
&9 H Feffere et &I 3TaRIehdr W e |

* He stressed the importance of providing psychological counselling to such individuals
within jails, with the goal of encouraging them to become responsible citizens.

« 3551 Sl H VT SIFAAT Y AAS AR RIAL SoF T AgAT R SR &7 arfer 3¢ foFAeR
ATRE 9o & fow 9Ra forar 5 @)
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[GS Paper ILRTI |
Unnecessary change
Amending the RTI Act through the Data

Protection Bill is unwarranted
T hat the Right to Information Act and the

use of RTIs have enhanced the accounta-

bility of those in governance in India goes
without saying. In the last few years there have
been attempts to dilute the provisions of the Act,
a landmark one that was passed 20 years ago.
Clearly, some in governance and administration
have treated the Act and its provisions on transpa-
rency and disclosure to be encumbrances. A sig-
nificant threat has now emerged in the amend-
ment to Section 8(1)(j) of the Act, which has been
introduced in Section 44(3) of the Digital Personal
Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023. The Act itself is
an outcome of K.S. Puttaswamy (2017), a judg-
ment that upheld the right of privacy as a funda-
mental right under Article 21 of the Constitution.
Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act allows government
bodies to withhold “information which relates to
public information” provided its disclosure is not
related to public interest or results in an unneces-
sary invasion of privacy. While doing so, it pro-
vides the safeguard that if the Public Information
Officer or an appellate authority finds public in-
terest in disclosing such information, it could still
be available. This safeguard is important. Some
information related to public servants, such as
college degrees or caste certificates, might be
private, but as a recent and controversial case of a
bureaucrat using a fake caste certificate showed,
such information could be released in public in-
terest. Section 44(3) of the DPDP act amends Sec-
tion 8(1)(j) by allowing government bodies to
simply withhold “personal information” without
the safeguard provisions on public interest or oth-
er such exceptions.

In a letter to Congress leader Jairam Ramesh,
Union Minister of Information and Broadcasting,
Ashwini Vaishnaw defended the amendment, say-
ing that Section 44(3) was aimed at preventing the
RTI Act’s “misuse” and was to harmonise the re-
quirement of right to privacy and the right to in-
formation. He also said that information such as
salaries of public officials would still remain ac-
cessible through Section 3 of the DPDP Act. But by
amending the RTI Act itself — an outcome that was
never the intention of K.S. Puttaswamy — and by
defining “personal information” vaguely in Sec-
tion 44(3) of the DPDP Act, authorities could deny
RTI requests of previously public data by classify-
ing them as “personal” — and lessen public scruti-
ny. The RTI Act already harmonises concerns re-
lated to the right to information and privacy by
subjecting them to the question of public interest.
Therefore, the amendment using the DPDP Act is
unnecessary and unwarranted. The government
must take the concerns of civil society and tran-
sparency activists and remove the provision
amending the RTI Act, in the DPDP Act.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Unnecessary
HoATdTh dqel

Amending the RTI Act through the Data Protection
Bill is unwarranted

ST M el & AT § FAAT F7 HTAFR
sfafags & e a8

e The Right to Information (RTI) Act and the use of RTI
applications have significantly enhanced the accountability of
people in governance in India.

HRA H g &1 3WFR (RTI) Afdfas 31X RTI 3magat & 3o o
QT H 31T T STATaEET Sl FHIhT TET & |

¢ Inrecent years, there have been efforts to weaken the provisions
of this 20-year-old landmark law.

glel & asit &, 38 20 A1 WA AAgTRAF FTefet & Tt H FHAAR
A & A BV &

e Some in governance and administration view the transparency
and disclosure provisions of the Act as hindrances.

QITEE 3R TR & F5 oier 38 fafrgs i arefiar sk gemt #
RIS T FHTAC AT & |

¢ A major threat has emerged with the amendment to Section
8(1)(j) of the RTI Act, introduced through Section 44(3) of the
Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023.

Ueh 93T Wl e ATHA 377 51 RTI AT & &mr 8(1) () #
TeirereT o Bforeer cafddera 3er avaror srffa=aT, 2023 Fr arr 44(3)
& FATCIH T 9L fohar arm|

e The DPDP Act was brought in as a result of the K.S.
Puttaswamy judgment (2017), which upheld privacy as a

fundamental right under Article 21 of the Constitution.

DPDP 3rfarfaasr 1 &.o&. YeeearHt favhr (2017) & s wmam arn, fows widemer &
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DG 21 & ded MuAITa H v AT FFR & &9 7 Agar & a1$ |

e Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act allows withholding of personal information, unless its
disclosure is in public interest or does not cause unwarranted invasion of privacy.

RTI 37fafargsr it emr 8(1)(j) fvsht Streramdt &t et 1 31T &l §, 519 e fo 3w
Yhes STefed A o7 gf AT 9g HATaeTd MYAIIAT FT IeeltsT of T gl

e Itincludes a safeguard that if the Public Information Officer or Appellate Authority
finds public interest, the information can still be disclosed.

S Ig GR&TT 3uTY AMTA ¢ foh Ife; Stor e srftrprdy a1 srdver wftreor &0t Srerfea
fe@rs ¢ar &, Y STThrY AT ofY weTeT T ST HhelT &

o This safeguard is essential in cases like that of a bureaucrat using a fake caste
certificate, where such information may appear private but is important for public
scrutiny.

Ig GU&T 3UT U ATHel 7 ST § S 7o Teh AFTg GFRT ol Si1fer FHIOT 9 1
3YAT, STE1 ST floil o7 Hehcll & T STeTfed & faT S g1

e Section 44(3) of the DPDP Act amends Section 8(1)(j) to remove these safeguards,
allowing authorities to withhold any personal information without considering public
interest.

DPDP 31fafeiarsT T ey 44(3) RTI 1 &RT 8(1)(j) T HATAT Flah A FI&TT 39T §eT el
¢, Sow et oft swfFFaera S i foeT STeifed IR faaR fopw Aehr ST ThaT B

e Inresponse to concerns, Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw stated in a letter to Jairam
Ramesh that the amendment prevents RTI misuse and balances privacy and
information rights.

o1 RIAT3TT & STaTe & FET FAY 37RGAY d50ra A STAH IALA T 9T H gl fF T8 TAMe
RTI % goaaer &1 qhal ¢ R AMeiaar qur gaam & JfbsR & & dere Jarar 8|

e He added that salary details of public officials would still be accessible under Section
3 of the DPDP Act.

3ogior Ig Y &gt foh Ak AT & ddeT faaor 379 3 DPDP 3ffaaH Y 4RT 3 & dgd
ErEEIRCEN

Page3 6

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

© TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

—

Patriofic (4

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

e« However, by amending the RTI Act directly, which was never intended in the K.S.
Puttaswamy judgment, the government may reduce public access to previously
accessible data.

gleifeh, RTI 3rferfersr & wfver wreierst e, St .09, Jeewand! favkr & Fsft gamer a7 o,
THR Y Tgel § 3UIstS ST Th STeT Tg HH el 1 IeIATd & Fehell B

e The amendment could allow vague definitions of personal information to deny RTI
requests, thus reducing transparency and accountability.

Ig HAEIT SATFAINCT STARRY Y IFTse GRS & ATCTH I RTI 3qret HY IFAFR Hiet
1 AT & Fehell &, FTEE TRERIAT 3 STaraedt 7 & Fhel ¢

e The RTI Act already provides a balance between right to information and privacy by
assessing the public interest involved.

RTI RATH ggel @ € gaam & 3fwR 3% Moefirar & S dJele Yaret aar g, foras
TG T 3TTeheleT fohAT ST &

e Therefore, the amendment via the DPDP Act is unnecessary and unjustified.

safav, DPDP iftrfaaer & Areas & fham arar Heie Jretraeds 3 s B

The government should consider the concerns of civil society and transparency advocates,
and remove the amendment to the RTI Act from the DPDP Ilaw.

Waﬁmmsﬁtm@mmﬁﬁﬁﬂnﬁaﬁwaﬁwﬁgm RTI AT &
TR HY DPDP FHlefe & §eTal A1fe T

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1l: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1IS)

1. Loans now cheaper as major banks cut rates
39 FOT TEA U FAIH 9@ dohi F X werd

2. Stocks surge after U.S. tariff exemptions even as Trump
doubles down on China
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HET 5T AT EU &
3. Amid ‘GPS spoofing’ claims, IAF says Myanmar
‘missions were achieved’ as planned

‘GPS ¥ & T4l & i IAF  FgT far FaiAR 7 e
AT & HTAR R §T

4. Miniature laser grown onto silicon chip could
revolutionise computing

faforepter fora o 39T a1 oY AR FTYFET A FHifar o1 Tl
®

5. Land-holding Farmers Doing Non-Farming Activities
Helps Efficiency

A U Framl ganrt I-FR afafafeat 7 smherd & gamar
H g g §

6. How is spaceflight safety ensured?
IATET ITT Y JI&T Hq GhAfad Y sl 82

7. How Governmentality Exacerbates the Problem of
Farmers' Stubble Burning

Y TIHRHTOT R F IRell TelTer HT GHATIT Y Je1dT &

8. How RBI is proposing to streamline rules of lending
against yellow metal

e d& 31w SR O & @are 3ur & fAgaAt &
Heaafeud T HT TEdTT HA FT T8
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Paradox of Youth

a1 e

The "Paradox of Youth" refers to the presence of young, massive stars in close proximity to
the supermassive black hole at the center of the Milky Way, known as Sagittarius A*.

"gar farmema” 39 RUfY &1 gfar § fowe gar 3R ol anR e @ & Fa A R
AgAATT soleh gl (ATRRIT A*F AT F AT JTAT §) & 98¢ I 9T AT g

This is paradoxical because the intense gravitational forces near the black hole should inhibit
star formation, making the existence of these young stars unexpected.

Ig faRrememdly § Fifeh Sefeh gleT & 91 &I dlg qecdig AT FT STH Tg AT S ¢ b
T art F1 fA#ATor A g Whar, sAfAT 57 a1 art A ufRAfy swefa B

Infrared observations have revealed a cluster of young stars, termed the " S-stars," orbiting
very close to Sagittarius A*.

$HRE V&I & Jg Um0 § o6 " S-ari" & AH @ UgHe I Far aRl F TF AHE,
AfSreRTd A* & Sgd I FaT H qH T@T &

Nitric Acid Corrosion of Steel When Diluted
AT3feeh ATTeT ZRT TEeT T &RUT TG 39 UaeAT fohdT SATaT

Concentrated nitric acid is less corrosive to stainless steel than diluted nitric acid.
TERTT TTeeh T, T ¥EIeT o (oY ST HeIeh (AT &, Saish Uaerl ATgTeeh TR 3TTerh ek el 2l
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Concentrated nitric acid forms a passive oxide layer on steel, which protects it from
corrosion.
TehTT ATEfeeh orve, Wi I Tde W fftsha sifertss wa ST 2, ST S8 HeqioT & s 2)

Diluted nitric acid lacks this property, leading to increased corrosion rates.
gt A1gfeeR Srve I g o7 A 2, v wreron sy av srferes & St 2

Understanding this behavior is crucial in industries where nitric acid is used, to ensure the
longevity and safety of steel equipment.
et ATSTE A /T ITANT BT 2, 37 JANM o A 36 FAAER i THEHT Weeaqut &, 11 T IUauit shr wialt 37 37
TRET AT T ST Tl

Moravec’s Paradox: Al and Human Sensorimotor Skills

AREE FT ReFA: TS 3R AT Fdd-AleT Hierd

Moravec's Paradox highlights the difficulty Al systems have in replicating human
sensorimotor skills, despite excelling at logical reasoning tasks.

AREE w1 Nefew 78 cAar § & wang yonfort arfée & #r&f 7 s gt & amasg,
AT GAG-ACT FlAS H The A H HISAS HeqH Ll o

Tasks humans perform effortlessly, like walking or recognizing faces, require complex
computations that are challenging for Al.

AT ST il B AT F FIG &, S Tl I7 950 Tgd1a1aT, 3o7dh [T SIfee AoTATS
aRFH gl &, S wars & faw geteiqet gic 8

This paradox underscores the need for advanced algorithms and learning methods to
improve Al's interaction with the physical world.

g N 0 I T 39R Al ¢ & difas gfaar & vans i wganfarar gura & fav
Foold TeaieH 3R Hasr @ faftrat $r sraegwar g1

Second Wind
Hehe T

""Second wind" refers to a period of increased alertness experienced by individuals after
prolonged wakefulness, often occurring late at night.

""arehe o'’ 3@ Y i GRiaT & S Al S THG Tk W @A o 918 IATEIh TAshal Hedd Fd 8, HIL IE I R @
H g 2l
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This is linked to the circadian rhythm, where the body temporarily suppresses sleep signals,
leading to a feeling of renewed energy.
7T Tehteam fam § Ser 2ar 2, TS vt srwemdt &7 & g & Tkt v e v 7, fed 7 St o1 srgve g )

o TTcAifoh TE TEATAT TAHAT < ehal &, cifehd I8 Hie & U hl AT oL FohdT & I 31 =g Y THt ! T Hohal 2

Water Strider: Walking on Water
STeT TCIFS. YT IR AT

o Water striders can walk on water due to the surface tension of water and their hydrophobic legs.
JTet TTEet U ST TaEl qATa 37 3T BTSEIITereh St o 0T I O =t Hehd 2

e Their legs distribute weight evenly and repel water, preventing them from breaking the
surface tension.
I T T Y T EY @ Taraia et § ofiv urt sy utaesia ) 8, Sed 3 aadt aqma @y drey & aw=ed 8

e Studying water striders aids in understanding fluid mechanics and inspires the design of water-

walking robots.
ST TZTEST T ST aet FiTorehl S THgH H Heg HdT & ST U UR Srei arel Aaiiet & fSe1g o forg IRom 3am =

Tardigrades

QIED EL]

~

e The micro-animal renowned for surviving extreme conditions, including outer space,
and having evolved around 500 million years ago, is the Tardigrade, commonly known
as the Water Bear or Moss Piglet.

a6 g&A ol S 3rcdd FoR aRfPufaat Sid & srafer 7 o Shfaa @ wevar & 3R e
%qﬁrawamwoﬁﬁwau‘rqgﬁgéaﬁ, 39 TIfEAs gl ST &, [ AT arex fay
I7 AT RAede & A7 § S SITar 2|

e Tardigrades belong to the phylum Tardigrada.
IEDEGR EC L RAIED IS RS REIBCRIG R

e They typically range from 0.3 to 0.5 millimeters in length, making them nearly
microscopic.

SeTeh! olell$ AN W 0.3 & 0.5 fAefieftex gich §, Torad 3 wremsrer gawrgelfr g1 oma &

e They are found globally in diverse environments including mosses, lichens, leaf litter,
soil, freshwater, and marine ecosystems.

A 0 gferar & #r$, darer, Oy g§ ofeora, e, s arelt 3R @y feufaes o # are
ST g

e Tardigrades are believed to have originated during the Cambrian Period, approximately
500 million years ago, a time marked by rapid diversification of life forms.
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ShiaeT &4t o deit ¥ RAfaefiertor & TaT 4|

o Fossils of tardigrades are rare due to their minute size and lack of hard parts.
However, specimens preserved in Cretaceous amber (around 72 to 83 million years
ago) have provided insights into their ancient morphology.

CIfSIASH o FEH HTHR AR FIR ATt Y ITafFATY o HROT Se7eh Siares gotet g | greiifen,
e R et & wRfaTT (cremster 72 & 83 TATATer o quret) Sl o Sovehy Greiley W=
X YR STeTl g |

Survival Mechanisms

Shfda @t F ax

o Tardigrades can enter a state called cryptobiosis, wherein they lose almost all body
water and reduce metabolic activity to near zero.

eriSdsy Pretara e e [EUfa & yaer oY Fevd 8, TS 3 STereT X1 e’R &1 ST @
&l 8 3R 3eTepT TraTaerT WiHAET J9TseT e &1 S B

In this state, they can withstand:

sy afa I gg goa &

e Extreme Temperatures: From just above absolute zero to over 150°C.

AT AT TeHIedE SR & AIST 30 & oY 150 3l afewaw @ e

SEY
o Radiation: Levels far exceeding what most life forms can endure.
fafeor: ag TR S 31fResier Siat & o Tt AT glar #

e Vacuum of Space: Surviving the absence of atmosphere and exposure to
cosmic radiation.

rafet &1 fata: argssa 1 srequidafa ik wifas W & o Sifaa @
e High Pressure: Up to six times the pressure of the deepest ocean trenches.
HATF gara: Fg FT TR M WAL & cod I B AT HTF doh Tgel LT

o They possess efficient DNA repair mechanisms and produce protective
proteins that shield their genetic material from damage.

SoAH TATAT ATAT ATFAT a7 Bl & R T WA N 3cTood Hd 6, ol SeToh
ITeTa T gare o Ty & =T 8
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Loans now
cheaper as
major banks
cut rates

GS Paper lll: Money
Supply

MUMBAI

Major banks have cut their
lending and deposit rates
following the Reserve Bank
of India’s (RBI) 50-basis
point reduction in repo
rate in 2025.

State Bank of India (SBI)
cut the repo rate-linked
lending rates by 25 basis
points to 8.25% and exter-
nal benchmark lending
rates to 8.65%. Private sec-
tor bank HDFC Bank cut its
deposit interest rates by 25
basis points.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 4
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Loans now cheaper as major banks cut rates
ﬁﬂﬂﬁg@ﬂﬁ?ﬁ'@ﬂaﬁ#am@

Major banks have reduced their lending and deposit
rates following the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
cutting the repo rate by 50 basis points in 2025.

« 2025 # #RT RTd d% (RBI) gary 34T ¥T 7 50 afdw
TaTse Y FHeldl F 91g THE ST 7 3r9er For IR ST o
# weldr fr g

« State Bank of India (SBI) reduced its repo rate-linked lending rates
by 25 basis points to 8.25%, and its external benchmark lending rate
to 8.65%.

- VT 31w 331 (SBI) & T9Y YT @ 73 70T 3 1 25 Afqw warse
geTa 8.25% & 8T &, 3T I8 S=ATE F]OT 8T &1 8.65% T AT &

* HDFC Bank, a private sector bank, also cut its deposit interest
rates by 25 basis points.

- A<l &7 F vaRived! dF 7 off FTAT W sArer &} A 25 SR e fr
eldl T gl
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Stocks surge after U.S. tariff exemptions
even as Trump doubles down on China

GS Paper lll: Capital
Market

Stock markets on Monday
welcomed U.S. tariff ex-
emptions for electronics,
but President Donald
Trump signalled the re-
prieve would be tempor-
ary and warned no coun-
try would get “off the
hook” in his trade war — es-
pecially China.

Mr. Trump’s trade war
has raised fears about an
economic downturn as the
dollar has tumbled and in-
vestors have dumped U.S.
government bonds, nor-
mally considered a safe ha-
ven investment.

But Asian and European
stock markets rose firmly
on Monday, after days of
extreme volatility over sev-
eral tariff twists and turns
since Mr. Trump presented

his “Liberation Day” levies
on April 2.

The Paris and Frankfurt
stock exchanges were up
around 2% after midday,
and London gained 1.7%,
while Tokyo finished 1.2%
higher and Hong Kong rose
2.4%.

The world’s two largest
economies have been
locked in a fast-moving
game of brinkmanship
since Mr. Trump launched
a global tariff assault.

The U.S. side had ap-
peared to dial down the
pressure slightly on Friday,
listing tariff exemptions for
smartphones, laptops,
semiconductors, and other
electronic products for
which China is a major
source.

But Mr. Trump and
some of his top aides said
on Sunday that the exemp-

Donald Trump

tions had been miscon-
strued and would only be
temporary as his team pur-
sued fresh tariffs against
many items on the list.

“NOBODY is getting ‘off
the hook’... especially not
China which, by far, treats
us the worst!” the U.S. Pre-
sident posted on his Truth
Social platform.

The Chinese Commerce
Ministry said Friday’s

move was only “a small
step” and all tariffs should
be cancelled.

Beijing has sought to
present itself as a stable al-
ternative to an erratic
Washington, courting
countries spooked by the
global economic storm.

The White House says
Mr. Trump remains opti-
mistic about securing a
deal with China, although
administration  officials
have made it clear they ex-
pect Beijing to reach out
first. The White House in-
sists the aggressive policy
is bearing fruit, saying do-
zens of countries have al-
ready opened trade nego-
tiations to secure deals
before the 90-day pause
ends.

CHINA’S TRANSFORMATION
» PAGE 15

Stocks surge after U.S. tariff exemptions even as Trump
doubles down on China

3ART @RI ERE g & a1 WRT 7 A, AT e W aEd

wmg&r%

Stock markets on Monday responded positively to U.S. tariff
exemptions for electronics.

FIHGR HT R TIRT A IARNFT gaRT sAaeiaad W dr 715 SRE gT &
HAHRIcHS T R
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* However, President Donald Trump warned that the relief would be temporary and
emphasized that no country, especially China, would be exempt from his trade war.

« gTelifoh, Tseufd SieTes €9 of IdTaeit & foh I8 Tgd reuri i 31T Tuse forar o s oft e,
a9y &9 & ST, 37 SR Jerr & 6T =T

* Mr. Trump’s trade policies have sparked fears of an economic downturn, with the dollar
falling and investors selling U.S. government bonds, traditionally seen as safe investments.

» €7 ) TR Aiferat o e w7 & 3eiehr A oA T &, FIeh ST FASIN g ¢ 3R
forderent o IANAT TTFRY q73 ST Y& A &1 8, oo 3 ol o FRfarar fder A s g

* Despite the volatility, Asian and European stock markets surged on Monday after days of
instability due to tariff uncertainties.

- 2R rfaRaaant & FroT S T f 18R & a1g, gHar # ol 3k g R
TR F AL ST TS |

* Paris and Frankfurt stock exchanges rose around 2%, London gained 1.7%, Tokyo closed
1.2% higher, and Hong Kong jumped 2.4%.

« IR 3R harwe & AIT ST F TITHIT 2%, desT H 1.7%, XFAT F 1.2% 3T FeTh1T H 2.4%
$r i TS|

* The U.S. and China, the world's two largest economies, have been locked in a tense trade
standoff since April 2, when Trump announced new tariffs.

- 3R stk e, S 6 g i &t gad 93t srdfeaawyTe §, 2 e @ aeraqet SR e A
msigc%,aagqﬁmmaﬁrsnwﬁ%ﬁl

* On Friday, the U.S. granted tariff exemptions for items like smartphones, laptops, and
semiconductors, many of which are sourced from China.

* YFHAR FT FARFT o FARHIA, e, AR FiFsFet S AEE 1 ERE ge Y, s fh e
wear # e ¥ AT fohv S B

* However, Trump and his aides clarified on Sunday that these exemptions were temporary,
and new tariffs on these products were still being considered.

- gTelifeh, TIAR Y €7 3N 3oTh AT o Fase foham o I e el § 3R 5o aeg3ii w =T
SR orETey aT 37eft oY foaR fopar S T B

* Trump posted that "NOBODY is getting off the hook... especially not China," on his Truth
Social platform.

* U o YA T HRIA Tolehia W for@r, " w1g adam... fadw w0 & i 7"

* The Chinese Commerce Ministry called the U.S. exemptions only "a small step” and
demanded that all tariffs be removed.
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« et arforer FaTerT A IARET T FY el "TF BT FaA T 3 AT A F Faft SR ger
e s |

* Beijing is attempting to portray itself as a stable alternative to an unpredictable
Washington, reaching out to countries worried about the global economic instability.

« ST ge 1 3R Ffieres & Fohrae e BT & &0 7 dor X 1 8, 3R 3w anfdw
e @ Rifdi =i & Hush < wET R

» The White House has maintained that Trump is still hopeful of a deal with China, but
expects Beijing to take the first step.

« TETSC §13 o1 el ¢ foh 7 3187 of AieT & 1y FASI F AT 3mermard) g, difhed ag aga g i
ST ygd FgH 30|

» The administration believes that the aggressive trade stance is yielding results, as dozens of
countries have started trade talks to secure deals before the 90-day pause ends.
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« URITHST Tl AT § foh 3eThT HTHIHS AR e Thol 81 T6T &, FAifch s gAY oF 90-f&=T Hir

AIgeId WcH gl § Tgel SATIR aATATT Y& FHI AT 8 |

Amid ‘GPS spoofing’ claims,
IAF says Myanmar ‘missions
were achieved’ as planned

GS Paper lll: Internal Securi

ress Trust of India
NEW DELHI

A day after sources in the
military establishment sug-
gested that the Indian Air
Force’s transport aircraft
carrying relief materials to
earthquake-hit Myanmar
late last month faced “GPS
spoofing”, the IAF on Mon-
day said its crew were cap-
able of handling such situa-
tions, and “every mission
was achieved as planned”.
GPS (global positioning
system) spoofing can be
considered to be a form of
cyberattack that includes
generating false GPS sig-
nals to mislead an aircraft.
The false signals result in
misleading the navigation
equipment, posing a signif-
icant risk to the aircraft.
“The possibility of de-
graded GPS availability was
published by the Mandalay
International airport as

e —
India sent a total of six military
transport aircraft to Myanmar
with relief materials.

NOTAM and all due pre-
cautions were put in place
to cater for such condi-
tions,” the IAF said in a
post on X.

NOTAM or ‘Notice to
Airmen’ is a notice filed
with an aviation authority
that seeks to alert pilots of
an aircraft to potential
hazards.

“IAF crew are well capa-
ble to handle such unavail-
ability, while ensuring safe-

ty of flight and
achievement of the desig-
nated task or mission. Ac-
cordingly, every mission
was achieved as planned,”
the post added.

India sent the first con-
signment of relief materials
to Myanmar on March 29
in a C-130J aircraft and its
pilots reported that the
plane's GPS signal was tam-
pered with when it was in
Myanmar's airspace, sourc-
es said on Sunday.

New Delhi sent a total of
six military transport air-
craft to Myanmar, tran-
sporting relief materials,
field hospitals and rescue
teams, with a majority of
them experiencing GPS
spoofing, they said.

India had launched ‘Op-
eration Brahma’ to extend
assistance to Myanmar af-
ter the country was hit by a
major earthquake on
March 28.

Amid ‘GPS
spoofing’
claims, IAF
says
Myanmar
‘missions
were
achieved’ as
planned

‘GPS Fqfiar
& grar & &=
|IAF o grT i
AR ®
'fRereT Ierer
& HTHR X
oy

S
* A day after
sources in the
military
establishment
suggested that
IAF's transport
aircraft carrying
relief materials to
earthquake-hit

Myanmar faced GPS spoofing, the Indian Air Force (IAF) said that its crew was capable of
handling such situations and “every mission was achieved as planned.”

- = fasaieT & T5 Hohel (Ao & T &t a1 o - S =R & Ted ael & 571 3@ IAF
& aRage fa#ATeT T GPS TR T ATHAT FIAT T3T, HRART AT (IAF) = gl o 30 gl T
BTeITcl 2l HeToTel A HaTH & 3R g% TALI ANeTalr & 3HTHR T foham aram|”

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page47



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

a
www.patrioticias.in

* GPS spoofing is a form of cyberattack that involves generating false GPS signals to
mislead aircraft.

* GPS ¥far Uah YehX T AT AT & To1H $[S GPS feeter setrant faaTe ot a1fda fomam
ST

» These false signals mislead navigation equipment, posing a significant risk to the aircraft.

« & 315 Toeeter AT 3ol @1 IFRTE X 8, orad ATt @1 sk @ew g §1

» The IAF said that Mandalay International Airport had already published the possibility of
degraded GPS availability through a NOTAM, and due precautions were taken in advance.

* |AF ¥ g foh ATSel HaWTSET §aT$ 3733 1 T8l & Th NOTAM & ATEIH ¥ ®HSR GPS fvaar
Y FHTEAT G Y &1 A 3R 38 forw g wraenfam st a1 off|

* NOTAM (Notice to Airmen) is a notice filed with aviation authorities to alert pilots about
potential hazards.

* NOTAM (Fifed T TaeA) Ueh U Al gl & ford faATeTsT TIfeiehior & 91d qrarerel &t
Fanfad @Rl O 990 = & v e fHar Srar 2

» The IAF added that its crew is capable of handling GPS unavailability while ensuring flight
safety and the success of missions.

* |AF &1 37T9Y gl o 3ThT &el GPS fejderstral &hr Ruf & off 3g1er Y et 3R frerer Y averar
AR el F TeTH &

» The IAF confirmed that every mission was achieved as planned.

* IAF o gfSe 1 o g fAereT i & 318 931 g3

Relief Operations to Myanmar

AR # gd =

* India sent the first consignment of relief materials to Myanmar on March 29 via a C-130J
aircraft, whose pilots reported GPS signal tampering in Myanmar's airspace.

« AT & 29 AT & C-130J fAATT & ATETH T FATAR I Ugell Tgd It Y Q9 T, 5T
grelel & FAR & 418 &7 3 GPS RAvaiar @ 8561 HI RO &

* New Delhi sent a total of six military transport aircraft to Myanmar, carrying relief supplies,
field hospitals, and rescue teams.

- 7% ool o g A= Raga AR =R 8, S Tgd e, fes 3readrd AR Teme g
oA o

* A majority of these aircraft experienced GPS spoofing, sources said.

* IAT & AR, 31 TAAT & F RIS T GPS FYFT h7 ATHAT el ST
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* India launched ‘Operation Brahma’ to provide assistance to Myanmar after the major
earthquake on March 28.

« Xl & 28 AT T 37T FHT & d16 FATHAR Y AT TeTol ot & Tl “HTavereT Fear & fana|
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Miniature laser grown onto silicon
chip could revolutionise computing

Computing may be set for the next great breakout, with scientists growing lasers directly onto a standard silicon chip, making it easy to integrate
with current manufacturing infrastructure; information will be carried by photons, which are particles of light, that will replace electrons

Tejasri Gururaj

GS Paper lll: S&T

he invention of silicon chips

revolutioni

communications. Even today

they are the cornerstone of the
technologies we use to move information
around the world.

The way they work has changed
significantly, however. They have become
better: for a long time this was because
experts improved the hardware to
operate as efficiently as possible. But
more recently, researchers have started to
replace the electrons with photons, the
particles of light, as the agents
responsible for storing and manipulating
information.

‘Thus today we have silicon photonics
with valuable applications in data centres
and sensors as well as potential ones in
quantum computing.

Silicon photonics is quickly gaining
traction due to the many advantages it
offers over traditional semiconductor
chips.

In a study in Nature, scientists from the
US and Europe reported that they had
successfully fabricated the first
miniaturised lasers directly on silicon
wafers, marking a significant advance in
silicon photonics.

Photons carry information faster, with
greater data capacity and lower energy
losses than electrons.

But photons aren't silver bullets. A
significant challenge associated with using
photons is integrating the source of these
particles — a light source — with the
silicon chip itself.

Currently, engineers’ best bet is to
attach a separate laser light source to the
chip.

The resulting device operates more
slowly than a chip with an integrated light
source because of the small but significant
mismatches that arise due to being
manufactured independently. Separately
manufacturing and attaching the lasers is
also more expensive.

In the new study, the researchers
surmounted this problem by “growing”
the laser directly on a silicon chip, ina
process that is also more scalable.

The research team also conducted its
entire process in a standard
complementary
metal-oxide-semiconductor (CMOS)
manufacturing line, which the technology
industry currently uses to manufacture
electronic chips.

‘Thus, the new technique could be
compatible with existing manufacturing
methods.

Getting on the chip

A typical silicon chip has four
components: a source to produce the
electrons or photons, waveguides,
modulators, and photodetectors.

In a photonic chip, a laser is the light
source. This is the hardest part to make
on the silicon chip itself.

The waveguides act as paths for the
photons, similar to how wires are paths
for electrons.

Modulators are devices that encode
information onto light (or decode
information from a light signal).

‘They do this by transcribing the
information in some physical property of
the light, like varying its intensity,
wavelength, or phase. (Similarly, they
extract information by “reading” these
variations in an incoming carrier signal.)

Finally, photodetectors convert light

Top, L-R: photograph of a fabricated 300-mm silicon wafer containing thousands of GaAs devices; close-up view of a fabricated 300 mm wafer showing multiple
dies; and scanning electron micrograph of a GaAs nano-ridge array before encapsulation. The bottom row shows various components of chip. ARXv:2309.04473v1

into electrical signals.

Switching the laser on
In its simplest form, a laser — an acronym
of ‘light amplification by stimulated
emission of radiation’ — works by
amplifying light in a process called
stimulated emission.

Here, an electron in a higher energy
level is “kicked” by an incoming photon
to lose some energy and drop to a lower
energy level. This energy lost is in the
form of another photon whose energy
matches that of the incident photon.
When this process occurs repeatedly, the
population of electrons generates a
coherent beam of light. This is a laser.

Silicon itself can’t emit light efficiently
as it has an indirect bandgap. In other
words, in a silicon atom, an electron in a
higher energy level cannot drop to a
lower one on its own; instead, it requires
an additional particle to help release the
electron’s energy and drop down.

Most lasers use semiconductor
materials like gallium arsenide to produce
the light. These materials have a direct
band gap, meaning that electrons inside
the material can drop from a higher
energy level to a lower one by emitting a
photon.

Direct band-gap materials allow
electrons to directly emit photons without
requiring them to be kicked, converting
more electrical energy into light without
additional interactions. Thus, the laser is
more energy-efficient.

Integrating gallium arsenide with
silicon is a major challenge because of the
different arrangement of atoms in each of
the elements. When gallium arsenide is
grown layer by layer on silicon, the

The photonic silicon chip is
novel because it's the first
demonstration of a fully
monolithic laser diode on a
silicon wafer. The team’s process
is also scalable and cost-effective

mismatch in the crystal structure of the
materials causes imperfections where the
atomic patterns don’t line up properly.

Imagine trying to fit two puzzle pieces
together when they are not part of the
same puzzle.

When electrons encounter these
defects, they lose energy as heat rather
than as light, rendering the laser less
efficient.

In the trenches

In their study, the researchers
successfully created a chip that consisted
of a silicon wafer base, nanometre-sized
ridges through which photons travelled,
and a small region that produced these
photons.

The idea of the ridges came from a
2007 study, in which researchers from
AmberWave Systems Corp. found that if
gallium arsenide is deposited on silicon at
the bottom of a narrow, deep trench
surrounded by an insulating material, the
defects become ‘trapped,” meaning they
don't interfere with the laser’s ultimate
operation.

So the researchers carved
nanometre-wide ridges in a 300-mm-long
silicon wafer and applied silicon dioxide
as the insulating material. Any defects
were confined to the bottom of these
trenches, allowing a defect-free gallium
arsenide crystal to grow above.

A 3D drawing of a wafer-scale test configuration depicting light radiated upwards by the left facet and
collected by a multimode fibre and three electrical probes driving the nano-ridge laser and monitering
the ridge photodiode. ARXV:2309.04473v1

Next, on the same wafer, the
researchers deposited three
few-atoms-thick layers of indium gallium
arsenide (i.e., gallium arsenide where
20% of gallium atoms had been replaced
with indium to achieve optimal light
emission). These layers together
functioned as the laser.

Finally, the team deposited a layer of
indium gallium phosphide on top of the
whole setup for protection.

To make the laser work, the
researchers added electrical contacts
connected to an external current source.
When a current flowed into the indium
gallium arsenide region, the latter emitted
photons that flowed through the
waveguides.

Solving a long-standing problem

‘The researchers were able to embed 300
functional lasers on a single 300-mm
silicon wafer.The size of the wafer is
important because it’s the industry
standard in modern semiconductor
manufacturing and can thus be integrated
without demanding significant changes.

The laser produced light with a
wavelength of 1,020 nm, which is
well-suited for short-ranged transmissions
between computer chips.

Thus, the researchers expect their chip
could lead to a substantial improvement
in computing performance and reduce
energy consumption in data centres.

The threshold current required to run
the laser was as little as 5 mA, comparable
to that required for an LED in a computer
mouse. The laser’s output was around
IMW.

The laser could continuously operate
for 500 hours at room temperature (25°
C). At around 55°C, its efficiency dropped.

While this duration is promising,
recent research on optical silicon chips
has demonstrated continuous operation
at temperatures up to 120°C, highlighting
ongoing challenges in developing stable
semiconductor lasers.

In sum, the photonic silicon chip is
novel because it’s the first demonstration
of a fully monolithic laser diode on a
silicon wafer of this size. The team’s
process is also scalable and cost-effective.

(Tejasri Gururaj is a freelance science
writer and journalist with a master’s degree
in physics. tejasrigururaj@gmail.com)
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Miniature laser grown onto silicon chip could revolutionise
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computing
faforpter fra o 39T a1 oY AR FFET # FHifA o FFh1 8
Computing may be entering a new era as scientists have

successfully grown lasers directly onto a standard silicon chip,
making it easy to integrate with current manufacturing systems.

FCYFETN T AT a7 7 TAY FT ehell ¢ FAITH dATTAPI o ATTH fAfepler
T ) Jier e AT 39 & IFadr yred ¥ 8, 89S 39 add7=
RfaaTor gomel & 3mar @ e a1 FRar gl

* Information will now be carried by photons (particles of light) instead of electrons.

* 319 SATTRRT Sl FAFEIeAT T ST BIETAT (FRTA & HUI) SART of ST AT

Importance of Silicon Chips

fafaeeT ey &1 #Agca

* The invention of silicon chips revolutionised global communication and remains a
cornerstone of modern technology.

- Rferpiar fRrew & snfasehr & AfRaes Far 7 wifd o &1 3R Ig 31reT 3 Imyfaes denelieh T 7qer
TR 54 §T &

 Their working has evolved significantly over time due to hardware improvements and recent
shift from electrons to photons.

« A & HY Soloh P el o ALTeh H BB Seelld 3T &, S Igel FTSAAT FURT AR 3
goergiAl § BIefel 1 3N Feelrd & FHROT G |

Rise of Silicon Photonics

fafasia wreifasa w1 Qe

« Silicon photonics has found valuable applications in data centres, sensors, and potential
use in quantum computing.

- Rforler wrfovara o1 3uter 3er Wedl, Fat 3 Honfad &0 & Farew Fgfeer A fohar o @1 8|

« It is gaining popularity due to benefits like faster data transfer, greater capacity, and lower
energy loss compared to traditional semiconductors.

« Ig IRURE AHIeHsFCH HN Jeloll 7 dor 32T WY, A8 a1#rar, 3R w7 ot gifer S giaai &
HRUT AR & QT 2
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Breakthrough Study
Hgcaqur A 3qafey

* A study published in Nature reported the successful fabrication of miniature lasers directly
on silicon wafers, marking a significant step in silicon photonics.

« ST AT H GehITRIT Ueh 3Eq H TN 3T foh daATioient o RAfAwIer A6 o¥ e g e
IR T H Fhear ured $1 &, 3t Rfoeie vieifaed 7 vd Ageaqor F&A ¢

* Photons transmit information faster, with higher data capacity and lower energy losses
than electrons.

» BT FAAT T FAFEIGAL hT Jorell 7 Aol §, 3 ST &7e7aT & A1 3N Fo FaAt g1fer & |y
TR LT §

Challenge of Light Integration
yhTer &1 forg 7 Sitsa Y et

* A major challenge has been integrating a light source (for photons) into the silicon chip
itself.

* Ueh 37 Ielcl TRTRr W (Preieil & forv) i fafeier fora 7 Sser &1 @ 8

 Currently, a separate laser is attached to the chip, which leads to slower performance and
higher costs due to mismatches and separate manufacturing.

« IIATA H, T T 39T AR AT AT &, Torad e AT wegehe 3R i amera 3 & =ifs 78

376197 & AT SATAT &

» The new study overcame this issue by growing the laser directly on the chip, and the
process is scalable.

« AT T H 37 THEAT T A7 ¥ Y AoR RBefa s g fovar s § 31k g gfsear
THoad gl

Compatibility with Existing Technology
AISIGT dehelleh & HTY eTheldl

* The entire process was conducted using standard CMOS (Complementary Metal-Oxide-
Semiconductor) manufacturing lines.

« T 9oRaT ATTE HTANTH (FiFcaiedl Aed-iFargs-Ariamsaex) AT gurel 7 $r 775

* This makes the new technique compatible with existing chip manufacturing methods.

- Ig TS dheiich T TATT T FA#AToT Rt & | sregehe e €
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Components of a Photonic Chip

wfas A9 & ges

* A standard silicon chip has four main parts: source, waveguides, modulators, and
photodetectors.

- U FrAEY RAfawia g & uR geg s gid §: 9, d99ssd, Algga, 3R wrifitae|

* In a photonic chip, the laser acts as the light source and is the most difficult part to
fabricate.

« T BrRIAF T 7 AR T2 A T F1F T & 3R S8 7701 G698 wideT iar 2|
* Waveguides carry photons like wires carry electrons.
« JTIMSZH PICT=AT T IET ARE o ST & oI aRT 7 sareial vared gld & |

* Modulators encode and decode information onto the light by changing its intensity,
wavelength, or phase.

« ATZYRATT T T e, AWTCEH AT T T Feoleh] 3H I HAAT I Toehis 3R s F:d B

* Photodetectors convert light into electrical signals.

- PrIfSeF yamer A Rgga @&at # aRafdd w8

How a Laser Works

AR FA FT FAT

 Laser stands for "Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation".

« QoI 7 31 § IR TATFROT 3Twster g@nT genTer yatier|

« It amplifies light through stimulated emission, where an electron drops to a lower energy
level and emits a photon.

- g URT 3T & ATETH § YA &l TGl &, ST6l Toh Selagiel g Fall Fa¥ N FTRar g 3R
Teh BIETsT 3cdfold AT gl

« Silicon cannot emit light efficiently because it has an indirect bandgap.

« RATAPIA THTE FT T ThTLT 8T ScHToTd P TohcT FAIToh SHH SASIIFE A5 g ¢

Material Challenges and Efficiency

|t wadl galfoat sl garar

» Most lasers use materials like gallium arsenide, which have a direct bandgap, allowing
electrons to emit photons directly.
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« 31TerTer e Aferas 3mfargs S srRee At arel At Fr 3y Fa 8, 5w s
W PYETT 3cTTSId Y Tohd &

* Direct bandgap materials are more energy-efficient as they don't require additional particles
for photon emission.

- SFE d53t wrHaA 31T Fot-Frere gl & Tl 37 Piele Scholel & forw 3ifaRerd ol it
3TTaLIhdT Ael grdll|

* Integrating gallium arsenide with silicon is challenging due to crystal structure
mismatches, causing defects and energy loss as heat.

- AMforas 3rfarss o RRAFA & TTU AT SideT gidr & T I fFreee AT« #H 3T
g g, SR QR FAT Mt F s A g S g1

» These mismatches make the laser less efficient, similar to misaligned puzzle pieces.

« q AT SR BT HA GETATIYT FATCT &, S 7 TroTe &7 A I3 Iorel T

In the Trenches

MES H Aer FIy

e The researchers successfully created a chip consisting of a silicon wafer base,
nanometre-sized ridges for photon travel, and a small photon-generating region.

ATeRAT3TT o Toh T Aherdrde a=irg fores fafarsier 3w IR, Asiele smer
331t g% Y@TU ([T A pieiel o §), 3R T BT BIeTa-3c9+ &1 nfAer 2|
e The idea of the ridges came from a 2007 study where defects were trapped in deep

trenches surrounded by an insulating material, reducing interference with the laser’s
performance.

g7 Y3t &7 faaR 2007 & & srewaer & A1, fowe Iewrs arer @i AR segafeer gare
o SreT @ AT T ATl off, FTTH AR T HrIETHA A gEaaid oAeH gl

e Researchers carved nanometre-wide ridges on a 300-mm-long silicon wafer and
applied silicon dioxide as the insulator.

QMershcli3it o 300 fah o RafAmiar awT 9T Adeiex TlE Yae a1 3N 38H segaey &
¥ # RATAPIA STS3TFATSS 9|

o Defects were confined to the trench bottoms, allowing defect-free gallium arsenide
crystals to grow above.

HHT |

e The researchers deposited three ultra-thin layers of indium gallium arsenide (with
20% indium) to achieve optimal light emission.
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AT) STAT ST dATfeh 3T 1A ScHol &l Toh |

e Alayer of indium gallium phosphide was added on top for protection.
TTEI0T & fv 9 sfegs Mg wiewss Hf e g AL T3

o Electrical contacts were added, and when current flowed through the indium gallium
arsenide region, it emitted photons.

forsTel €9 518 91T, 3R S ey $fsae diforgs 3ndarss & @ I, af 38e Bl
Icaferd fahu|
e These photons traveled through the waveguides embedded in the chip.
A wiele fa 7 Hislg 3993EH A gt o |
e Solving a Long-standing Problem
TS o AT A Tell 31T W@ FATIT ST GATTA

e The team embedded 300 functional lasers on a single 300-mm silicon wafer,
matching the industry standard size.

& =¥ 300 FRTcHS A9 I T 300 Al Rfdwiar awT o vt fovar, it T e &

AAF R |
e The wavelength of the laser light was 1,020 nm, ideal for short-range data
transmission between computer chips.

eTol GaRT 3cUTTGd FehTer T aeTaed 1,020 Aetetex oY, St Fegex RAew & i srea gl
$r 32T TRt & v 39ged B

e The chip could significantly improve computing performance and reduce energy
consumption in data centres.

Ig a9 Hegfear qaeier sl ao7 Fehcll © 3R 3T gl & Flt T @I I el Fehcll &

e The laser required only 5 mA threshold current, similar to an LED in a computer
mouse.

I T T el o TIT el 5 mA Y IRIASF GRT 1 3raegenar oY, St i Fegex Ay
&Y TS SiEl &
e The laser’'s output power was around 1 milliwatt (1 mW).
S T AT3EYE 9TaT F9r 1 refiare (1 mw) |
e It could continuously operate for 500 hours at room temperature (25°C).
g ook FAY F dTIAT (25°C) I AR 500 T deh 1A Y TehclT AT|
e At around 55°C, the laser's efficiency dropped.
SITHIT 55°C ATTHTT W olol hl gHTafierar ge s |

o Other studies have shown that optical silicon chips can operate up to 120°C, which
shows that thermal stability remains a challenge.

37T et 7 I g AT § T SifCewe RAfaeisr e 120°C o &1 X Thd g, it
aRiTelr § o ame Reuar ar o Ueph il 81
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e This is the first demonstration of a fully monolithic laser diode on a 300-mm silicon
wafer.

I 300 A RAfaTeT aT W ot &0 & AMANAF d9 sls 1 g yaeie 2|

e The fabrication process is scalable and cost-effective, making it suitable for mass
production.

50 AATOT Ufshar & a8 AT 9 39T T FehdT & 3R I arera warre 3f &, o I8
SATIHTTAF 3G & Tl 3Tl qelchl o |
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Puducherry, on April 09, 2020. KUMAR S.S.

‘Land-holding
farmers doing
non-farming
activities helps
efficiency’

GS Paper llI:
IAgriculture

Land-holding farmers who engage in
non-farming activity tend to improve
labour efficiency on their farms, a recent
study has found.

The study aimed to understand the
impact of multiple job holding on farm
labour use efficiency. The researchers
used data from the International Crop
Research Institute for Semi-Arid Tropics
(ICRISAT) of farmers from States such as
Odisha, Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Karnataka,
and Madhya Pradesh for the period
between 2010 and 2014.

“This is important as participation in
non-farm activities alters farmers’ labour
allocation decisions between farm and
non-farm activities,” the researchers said
in their paper.

The data came from the Village
Dynamics in South Asia Project. The
researchers adopted data envelopment
analysis to estimate labour use efficiency.
This is a mathematical technique that
compares the efficiency of multiple
workers doing the same kind of task
without having to get into exactly how
they do it.

Anviksha Drall, assistant professor of
economics at the National Law School of
India University, Bengaluru; and Sabuj
Kumar Mandal, associate professor in the
Department of Humanities and Social
Sciences at IIT-Madras, conducted the
study.

Their article, ‘Does multiple job
holding raise labour use efficiency of farm
operators? Evidence from rural India?’

2010to
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When farmers migrated, either
within their State or outside, they
gained new knowledge about
farming practices that they
applied to their own farms

when they returned

was published in the peer-reviewed
journal Applied Economics.

The researchers found that when
farmers migrated, either within their State
or outside, they gained new knowledge
about farm practices that they applied to
their farms when they returned. Often,
farmers had time on their hands after
sowing seeds. In the intervening months,
their family carried on the agricultural
work. Large farmers with financial
wherewithal hired labour to work in their
absence, Mr. Mandal said.

Ms. Drall said, “The study recommends
promoting structured non-farm
employment opportunities in rural areas
to maximise positive spillover effects on
farming.”

Mr. Mandal added: “Farming is
becoming riskier because of climatic
shock and price fluctuation. Farmers are
diversifying into non-farm activities,
either by starting a family occupation
such as carpentry, craftsmanship, or a
salon, or they migrate. When they
migrate, they learn how those in other
states conduct their farming activities and
the use of technology.”

The migration and multiple job holding
help in two ways: to invest in new farming
practices and improve labour efficiency.
“We argue that instead of concentrating
only on farming, you can diversify into
non-farming activities,” Mr. Mandal
explained.

“But to start a business, you need
money. Farmers face credit constraints.
Therefore, we suggest that governments
should come in and help farmers to
diversify into non-farming activity,” he
added.

The researchers said they deliberately
selected data from villages in semi-arid
and humid tropics in the country.
Households were chosen randomly based
on village listing in each selected village.

Land-holding Farmers
Doing Non-Farming
Activities Helps
Efficiency

A 4 fraTal gan
I-Hy arfafafeat &
sTefier & gaTaT & gefr
g ?

Land-holding farmers who
engage in non-farming
activities tend to improve
labour efficiency on their
farms, according to a
recent study.

BIOAT AT & I,
I-Fiy afafafet & smra=
aTel fH YR fham, 9=
@l g 43 S&TAT FY dgaT
T ¢

. The study aimed to assess
the impact of multiple job holding
on farm labour use efficiency.

S YA HT 36620 T 4 fasF
FIE FIA o FIY AT IYANT HY gaTar
TR YHTS T HeAlehed T AT|

. Researchers used data from
2014 collected by the International

Crop Research Institute for Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT).
QATETRAT3T 57 2010 ¥ 2014 ek & Hehs HAWTSEIA Ie-[oh ISOTFRfeaeiiT HHer HqaeneT
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HEATT (ICRISAT) & fa|

o Data was collected from farmers in Odisha, Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Karnataka, and Madhya Pradesh.

Hiers ST, AFRISE, Aelammetr, 3y wowr, AR, AREs, Fetes AR AL yger & framr
& forw arg

e Researchers said participation in non-farm activities changes how farmers allocate
labour between farm and non-farm tasks.

QU3 o et o A-HTy afafaft & smierdy, framet & 49 srdes & vt #
gafad T g1

o Data came from the Village Dynamics in South Asia Project, and data envelopment
analysis was used to estimate efficiency.

317ehs AT3Y TRIAT F Imer arfrefierar aRAse & forw 917, 3R gaTdm &1 AT SeT
TAGAIAE TATTATHH o ATETH F ST 3727 |

e This mathematical technique compares the efficiency of multiple people doing the same
task, without considering their exact method.

Ig FOTCHY ehelleh Teh S8 1Y T Tg &S ollall shT GaTAT Y JorelT il &, Tl I8 3 T
I HTH HH FA &

e The study was conducted by Anviksha Drall, assistant professor at National Law
School of India University, Bengaluru, and Sabuj Kumar Mandal, associate
professor at lIT-Madras.

Ig I AT Al Tohel T ST3AT ALY, Sarere T Fgrres WthaR srfeqat grer 3N
ITEINSE AGTH & THITATS N TGSl FAR HS o foham|

e The study was titled ‘Does multiple job holding raise labour use efficiency of farm
operators? Evidence from rural India’ and was published in the journal Applied
Economics.

37ETe T NG AT FAT 0F F HAF Al T § F 4fAFT A o137 302097 Favar gt
£? 9RT F greAtor e & e 3R SH UTATSS SHANAFH YTAHT H YA fohar I
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e Researchers found that farmers who migrated (within or outside the State) learned new
agricultural practices which they applied on return.

QTErRdT 3T o 91T o St forTeT Jameet i § (T & #faX a1 91e), 3 1€ Fi agufaar
grEd €, et 3 dlet W e A &

e After sowing, many farmers had free time and during that period, family members
continued the agricultural work.

SIS |l o ST, S STl & I A g & 3R 38 31afer & aRaR & vy i wrd
S T g

o Large farmers with financial resources were able to hire labourers in their absence.
a3 frumet, TSieteh urer amfes waTesT g1a €, 9 379+ 3guieta 7 Fergl #t fgaa
gehd g

e Ms. Drall recommended creating structured non-farm employment opportunities in
rural areas to boost positive spillover effects in farming.

AT gTeT o FATHOT &1 I WA FR-H T QTR 17wt T Fgrar S Hr e r, GEw
el 7 HFRIeAS T3T I35 T

e Mr. Mandal said that farming is becoming riskier due to climatic shocks and price
fluctuations, pushing farmers to diversify.

A Hsol F gl foh Terarg FTeH! 3R FAAT F SAR-TSTE o HROT Wl HferF NfEeT o
Il ST 38T &, e TRt fafaerdr 319 @ 8

e Farmers are turning to family occupations like carpentry, craftsmanship, or salon
work, or migrating to other places.

fraTeT ag&aNd, grafied a1 Ao R S IRERE caamt 6 3R 9 @ § a1 yameT
I8l

e Through migration, they learn about modern farming techniques and technology use
from other States.

AT & GNIe 3 3o Tt Iy FY asetet 31T dlefd & st &1 dwd 8

e Migration and multiple job holding help in both investing in new farming practices
and improving labour efficiency.
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yarHe AR T & A1 FF e 75 FR awei! 7 39w R 497 gaTar T A qerdn
gIaT gl

e Mr. Mandal suggested that instead of focusing only on farming, farmers should
diversify into non-farming work.

A Hs = G AT Toh vl Well N &A1 Higed et o ot framat w1t -y Fwrt
#$1 3T #Y ggaT TR

e« However, starting a business requires capital, and farmers face credit constraints.
glelifeh, STTATT Y& FA & AT Gl i maeaerar eIt 8, iR frarer ot wah aremait
JTHAT I & |

e Therefore, the study suggests government support to help farmers diversify into non-
farm activities.

SHTOIT, 3T FIHRY HETIT 1 FABIRET T & arfes forarer I-Fiy afafafey
afatrar o T |

o Researchers deliberately chose villages from semi-arid and humid tropics of India.

QMErhT3iT =¥ STTTgSTeRT HRel & 37ef-arsah 3T 3mer 3vor Hfeaefia &= & a1l &1 o

e Households were selected randomly based on a village listing in each selected
village.

YeAF Tgfad Mg 7 I Pl o 3R T IRERT 7 Agias aaa fhar |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488 P
Website : patrioticias.in -

Page6O



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

How is spaceflight safety ensured?

The Indian Space Research Organisation is currently placing tried and tested protocols in place as it prepares for its maiden human spaceflight mission, Gaganyaan.

While Gaganyaan isn't expected to dock with any space station, its crew will be familiarised with the established procedures for docking

S P.

&T
FULL CONTEXT

T.V.Venkateswaran

he recent safe return of NASA
astronauts Sunita Williams and
Barry Wilmore after a
nine-month stay onboard the
International Space Station (ISS)
underscored the importance of following
safety protocols. While these protocols
were hidden from view, they allowed
NASA to make sure that the astronauts
were not harmed physically or mentally
in the course of their unpredictable
Starliner test mission. The Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) is currently
putting similar protocols in place as it
prepares for its maiden human spaceflight
mission, Gaganyaan. In this endeavour, its
scientists and engineers are drawing from
both the latest in research and incidents
and accidents of the past.
Human spaceflight has three key
phases: launch, orbit, and reentry. Let’s
explore safety protocols in each phase.

Before and during launch

On the launchpad: In 1967, three
members of NASA's Apollo-1 crew met
with tragedy when the crew capsule they
were testing on a launchpad in Florida -
even before the rocket took off — caught
fire, killing all of them. Should a similar
incident recur today, the crew will need to
flee the area quickly. Thus, ISRO has
installed ziplines and a fireproof bubble
lift at its second launch pad at SHAR in
Sriharikota.

After ignition until orbital
insertion: A human-rated launch vehicle
includes an emergency exit device, like
the back door of a bus, to be activated in
case a life-threatening incident occurs
after the rocket has lifted off. In contrast
to the Launch Vehicle Mark-3 (LVM3),
ISRO’s medium-lift launch vehicle that lifts
satellites, the human-rated version will
feature a tower-like structure on top.

The crew module is fastened to this
tower-like structure. In case of a launch
vehicle malfunction, the crew module
and its escape mechanism will first
disengage from the main rocket, then, the
escape tower’s solid fuel engines —
designed to ignite quickly — will produce
a tremendous amount of thrust in a short
period of time, propelling the space
capsule upwards and away from the
rocket.

This is the Crew Escape System. On the
human-rated LVM3, it is tractor-type,
meaning a powerful engine will pull the
crew module away from harm. The
SpaceX Crew Dragon capsule utilises a
pusher-type system where the system is
located beneath the crew module and
pushes it away from the main rocket.

During launch: The crew escape
mechanism operates in three modes
depending on the altitude obtained
during the emergency. ISRO’s Crew
Escape System has two types of motors:
the Low-altitude Escape Motor (LEM),
which can generate enough thrust to
propel the crew module away from the
launch vehicle during the initial phase of
the flight, and the High-altitude Escape
Motor (HEM), which will kick in at high
altitude to provide enough pull to yank
the crew module quickly to a safe
distance from the rocket.

Pad abort: This is when the
emergency escape has to take place
moments after ignition. Both the HEM
and LEM motors of the Crew Escape
System are activated to rapidly transport
the whole crew escape assembly and
capsule to a safe distance in the shortest
amount of time. In low-altitude abort

Space trouble

As of January, space accidents have killed 17 astronauts and 4 cosmonauts in five separate incidents out of around 676 people who have flown to space
> — January 27, 1967: Three crew
of Apollo-1 died at the launch
pad when the electrical spark
from a faulty wire ignited the
pure oxygen in the crew cabin
casing, raging fire

April 24, 1967: The parachute
of Soyuz-1 did not open
properly after the reentry, and
the capsule hit the ground at
high speed, tragically killing
Soviet cosmonaut Viadimir
Komarov

Crew escape
system (CES)

(Inside)

June 30, 1971: Three

soviet cosmonauts, Georgy
Dobrovolsky, Viktor Patsayev
and Viadislav Volkov,
completed their intended
three-week stay aboard the
Soviet space station Salyut-1
and undocked for reentry.
Unfortunately, the cabin
vent valve malfunctioned,
and the whole crew quarters
decompressed, and the crew
were found dead inside the
craft that safely landed

Cryogenic
stage (C25-G)

Liquid stage
(L110-6)

Solid
propulsion
January 28, 1986: The (Hs200)
Space Shuttle Challenger

was destroyed 73 seconds

after liftoff at an altitude of 15
kilometres, killing seven U.S.
astronauts: Gregory Jarvis,

Christa McAuliffe, Ronald

MeNair, Ellison Onizuka, Judith
Resnik, Michael J. Smith and

Dick Scobee

February 1,2003:
The Space Shuttle Columbia
disintegrated when the

shuttle's thermal protection
system (TPS) failed during

The model of the Gaganyaan crew module, a spacecraft that

rbit and Back to Earth
ition of Bengaluru Space Expo
2024 (BSX), in Bengaluru on September 18, 2024, MURALIKUMAR. K

willcarry > crew of three astronauts i
displayed at the HAL stall, at the Bth

scenarios, both motors are triggered;
however, now, the crew module will
splash down at a designated spot in the
sea. In normal conditions, the Crew
Escape System is effectively dead weight.
Therefore the LEM — which is the
pencil-like element of the tower - is
jettisoned at a specific height to reduce
weight while the HEM remains attached
to the crew module.

The Soyuz T-10 rocket caught fire on
the launchpad just before liftoff in 1983.
The crew could evacuate safely thanks to
the Crew Escape System. Similarly, one
minute into the Blue Origin New Shepard
flight NS-23 on September 12, 2022, a
launch engine failed and the launch
escape device worked as intended,
allowing the capsule to detach and land
safely.

Entering and staying in orbit

ISRO’s Gaganyaan crew capsule, which
will transport humans, consists of a pair
of interconnected modules. The crew
module serves as the living quarters for
the crew and passengers if any while the
service module carries the fuel, engines,
control systems, etc.

By the time the capsule gets close toits
intended orbit, all components of the
crew escape systems will have been
released into space. In this case, the
capsule’s onboard propulsion system, in
the service module, will launch the crew
module onto a sub-orbital trajectory if

William
C. McCool,
Michael

emergency evacuation is required.

In the event of an emergency after the
spacecraft is in orbit, the service module’s
propulsion system and the crew module’s
thrusters will together attempt to reenter
the earth’s atmosphere, towards the
ground.

At the 1SS

Gaganyaan isn’t expected to dock with
any space station, but its crew will
nonetheless be familiarised with the
established procedures for docking.

After docking, the first step is to keep
the capsule docked as a ‘lifeboat” in the
event of an emergency aboard the station.
When the capsule that carried Williams
and Wilmore to the ISS malfunctioned,
NASA launched another with two vacant
seats and docked it to the ISS during their
mission. There were two capsules at any
time — one SpaceX Crew Dragon and one
Russian Soyuz — with passenger capacity
to fly them back.

‘The space station is also to have a ‘safe
refuge’ space where its occupants could
£0 to escape any danger, such as a fire,
collision with space debris, or higher
doses of radiation released in a solar flare.
This area can be airlocked and kept apart

reentry at an altitude of
justunder 65 kms to
s destination killing
six U.S, astronauts
and one from Israel.
Rick D. Husband,

P. Anderson, David
M. Brown, Kalpana 2
Chawla, Laurel Clark

andisrael’s llan Ramon

NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore and
Sunita Williams. REUTERS

down, you need to keep moving forward.
Any capsule not firing its thrusters in
orbit will slowly be pulled back by gravity
and atmospheric drag. When reentry is
desirable, the capsule will fire its thrusters
accordingly to begin its descent,
controlling its speed while also trying to
ensure it lands in a particular region on
the ground.

Once reentry has begun, atmospheric
friction will heat the capsule’s outer heat
shield to up to 1,800 C. The crew in the
crew module will be protected by the
shield. Once the capsule has descended to
a particular altitude, the crew will slow its
descent using retrograde thrusters and
deploy parachutes.

‘The Gaganyaan crew capsule will
decelerate throughout reentry using a
10-parachute system. Its apex cover
separation parachutes will deploy when it
is 15.3 km from the ground and travelling
at 276 m/s, After that, a pilot chute will
deploy drogue parachutes, stabilising and
decelerating the capsule to 70 m/sup toa
height of 3 km. Then pilot parachutes will
deploy and open the three primary
canopies, reducing the drop speed to
10-12 m/s. The parachute will be
disconnected once the capsule has
splashed down using a pyrotechnic

TV. Venkateswaran is a science
i and visiting faculty member

from the rest of the module.
release mechanism.
Returning to the earth
The most ¢ ing part of flight is
reentry. Orbiting the earth is like riding a

bicycle: in order to keep from falling

at the Indian Institute of Science Education
and Research, Mohali.
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In 1967, three members of
NASA's Apollo-1 crew met wit
tragedy when the crew capsu
they were testing on a
launchpad in Florida — even
before the rocket took off —
caught fire, killing all of them,

v

1SRO’s Gaganyaan crew
capsule, which will transport
humans, consists of a pair of
interconnected madules. The
crew module serves as the
living quarters for the crew ar
passengers if any while the
service module carries the fue
engines, control systems, etc.

v

The most challenging part of
spaceflight is reentry. Orbiting
the earth is like riding a bicyc]
in order to keep from falling
down, you need to keep
moving forward.

How
IS
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spaceflight safety ensured?

et AT Y JIA&T FA A Hir avel 82

ISRO’s Preparations for Human Spaceflight
AT aReT I & T s F JIiar

e ISRO is currently implementing tested safety protocols for its first human spaceflight
mission, Gaganyaan.

SERT TAHTST H Yl Ugel HleTd 3ATRET AT arereranet & forv qifarer et Wersier amg
R

e Gaganyaan will not dock with a space station, but the crew will be trained in docking
procedures.

T foRelY TUH AT H ET SN, oifehe wTeTeh got bt STfaT UfShaTait # wfAfErd o
S|

Importance of Safety Protocols
&I NNPIeT HT Heed

o NASA astronauts Sunita Williams and Barry Wilmore returned safely after a nine-
month stay on the International Space Station (ISS).

SATHT & 3ARET AT Feitar Rferaew 3R 38 Reak o siawrsd srafier e (1ISS)
st FAQ fdTe o 1e; GIF&TT aroT |

e Safety protocols protected their physical and mental health during the Starliner test
mission.

FERATSY G877 AT & SRIeT T Wieihiel o 3o iR 3tk Amefe wareeg &
T&TT T

e ISRO is learning from both recent research and past accidents to design Gaganyaan
protocols.

SERT gIferT reTHTeT 3R QT qEeaTat & TG ooy I o WIEthiel N # T8T B
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Phases of Human Spaceflight
ATAT AT AT & ToT

e Human spaceflight includes three phases: launch, orbit, and reentry.

ATTa 3T AT & et TOT 8 & dled, FaT, 3R gaT: gawr|

Safety Before and During Launch

diea § ggel AR 38 aRreT guat

e In 1967, the Apollo-1 crew died in a fire during testing on the launchpad.

1967 #, 3raYe-1 T o TTereh Gl T alieas TX GLETOT & GIRTeT 3T oTet & Heg &1 1S

o

e To handle such emergencies, ISRO has installed ziplines and a fireproof bubble lift at
Sriharikota.

T 3T Rt @ fes & fow sawr F shgReter 7 fardenser iR $RRYE g9 fave
TS &

Emergency Exit After Ignition

Ysddel & 91 ATITdFTellel fAhT

« Human-rated launch vehicles include an emergency escape system to save the crew.

ATAd-39GFcl TaIIOT ATeAl A TTeleh & ShT F&T & foIT Amarerehrellsl Tehd Rve# giar ¢ |

e ISRO’s human-rated LVM3 has a tower-like structure on top of the rocket.

SIRY & ATAT HERUT LVM3 H Ihe F FR AR S =gam 81l 8

e The crew module is attached to this tower for rapid separation if a failure occurs.

fahera &1 Fufa 7 3§ ATgYe 50 FAR A 3T 81aT ¢ Torad 38 cloll I 370197 fohar 5T Teh |

How the Crew Escape System Works

F TEHT FAFeH H8 FH a1
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e Solid fuel engines on the escape tower provide high thrust to move the crew capsule
away.

TEHY A & SIH ST SoTef ofaf ael (thrust) TaTed d § forad 5 HTHe sl T of ST S

T |

e ISRO uses a tractor-type escape system that pulls the module.

SHY Ueh SFeT-UFR & &Y FAECH 1 39T T ¢ it Alsgel 1 Eiaar |

o SpaceX’s Crew Dragon uses a pusher-type system that pushes the module.

FIFCFH HT F 39767 Ueh GRR-THR Al TEECH 3T ATl § i1 FATSS T Tahvelell ¢ |

Altitude-based Escape Modes
Fa1$ W 3raia A A

e The escape system works in three modes based on the rocket’s altitude.

TEHY fATeH Uohe T FA1$ & 3MUR I Al JAS F 1 HLaT &

e ltincludes two motors: Low-altitude Escape Motor (LEM) and High-altitude Escape
Motor (HEM).

S ar A g & T Fa1$ TFHT AT (LEM) 3R 3T F91€ vy AleX (HEM) |

e LEM works during early flight, and HEM activates at higher altitudes.
LEM 33T T Q3T & h1H el g, STaieh HEM 3T$ TR &fshd glar gl

Pad Abort Scenario
Yz vare foufa

o If an emergency occurs just after ignition, both LEM and HEM motors activate.

e Todelel & i a1 3aTd [&Afer gl & dF LEM 3R HEM et #Yex afsha g1 o1l &1

e The crew capsule is separated quickly and splashes down in a designated sea
location.

% HOHE T ol I 37eleT T T ST & 3R 78 fAuiRa @y vumer & seRar 21|
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o To reduce dead weight, LEM is detached at a specific height; HEM stays attached.
FCT 8T 1 el Flel o AT LEM Y Teh fATRET rel1$ OX 37ef9T &Y feam STl &; HEM ST

Er gl

Historical Examples of Escape System Success

Y e H ghadr & agiAs 3ereIor

e In 1983, a fire on the Soyuz T-10 launchpad was survived thanks to the escape system.
1983 #, ST &-10 leads TR 31T oldTe} & 16 TEahY TEECH I HGg U Teleh Gof &l a<iT
feram arm|

e On 12 September 2022, during Blue Origin’s NS-23 flight, an engine failure occurred,
but the capsule landed safely.

12 R 2022 1, s 3ARFAT Y NS-23 3377 & GNIeT SoteT e 81 1T, AfeheT Foger
& & H 3T

Entering and staying in orbit

Fa & yaer 3 @

e The Gaganyaan crew capsule consists of two interconnected modules: the crew
module (living quarters) and the service module (carrying fuel, engines, and control
systems).

AT F; HOH & SIS §U ATSYeH & T & F AW (ol 1 #21e) 3R i aAvgger
Y, SoteT, 3R =T gonfort o) |

e As the capsule nears its intended orbit, the crew escape systems will be released into
space.

éﬁﬁrwmmmé?wq@magmﬁmaﬁmﬁﬁmﬁm
ST |

¢ In case of an emergency, the onboard propulsion system in the service module will
launch the crew module onto a sub-orbital trajectory.

3rare Feufar &, wfdw Afgge & U oS Wigere Rves § Alsge & gaatiacd
STl W dlled |
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At the ISS

HTSTHTH W

Gaganyaan is not intended to dock with any space station, but the crew will be trained in
established docking procedures.

IRTTATS fhdT 8Y 37afeT T O e e & o 18T §, SifeheT areleh aof oY T2amfa
ST SfFaTat & gfATea forar S|

After docking, the first step is to keep the capsule as a 'lifeboat’ for emergencies aboard
the station.

STfehaT oh ST, TG heH HTFel Bl T W U FATTl & fT dgHae & &9 &
G &

NASA launched another capsule with two vacant seats to dock with the ISS when the
capsule carrying Williams and Wilmore malfunctioned.

ofer faforasa 3R faerAR Y et STTet arell eqer 7 el 3178, oY AT o &Y @relt Hiel
aTell Toh 3R et dlfea 1 3R 38 3msTaey 8 ST

The space station also has a 'safe refuge' space where occupants can escape dangers
like fire, space debris, or solar flare radiation.

3ictfeT T A Ueh "GRI®IT AROT AT &1 § STET ATeleh Gof JATIT, I ReT Hefall, AT HR
FerR BT S ARt § et & forw S wandt 2

Returning to Earth
g2l 9T ditear

The most challenging part of spaceflight is reentry.

37T AT T Forl YlcTqoT TEaT & e waer|

Orbiting Earth is like riding a bicycle; without thrust, a capsule will be pulled back by
gravity and atmospheric drag.

G T HeTT 7 TFh ST ATS el Tellol ST &; T IEC &, Teh eyl Tearhyor IR
argFASEN @iema & arad G Sea |

To initiate reentry, the capsule will fire its thrusters and control its descent speed,
aiming to land in a designated area.

Qe TN Y& et & fAIT, HTHeT 301 YFEH T BRI M 3R 31 FR1ae Hr a1f A
fafa em, arfe 5@ v eiRa a3 & ofs forar s ash|
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Atmospheric friction will heat the capsule’s outer heat shield to 1,800°C during
reentry.

ARIHSART THOT Ga: JAU o GNTeT Shegel T argdl gie efies 1 1,800°C deh a1 X S|

The crew in the crew module will be protected by the heat shield.

5 Al H =Tereh &of gie 2ftes garT griard g

Once the capsule reaches a particular altitude, it will slow down using retrograde
thrusters and deploy parachutes.

T AT 3e1g T Tgael & ST, HTHT YIS YFEH T 3TN HIH 3791 11 ey
T 3R R Trer &am|

Gaganyaan Crew Capsule's Deceleration System

AT F o 1 et arfer yorrelt

The Gaganyaan crew capsule will decelerate using a 10-parachute system during
reentry.

AT F FHE Yo T oh AR 10-3R[E AT 1 3977 otk AT g

The apex cover separation parachutes will deploy when the capsule is 15.3 km from
the ground, traveling at 276 m/s.

TAFH FAT YRR SREH T Goi?l ST SHegger 2t ¥ 15.3 et hr gt o gham 3k 276
Y/ 1 a1fd & AT Y T e |

A pilot chute will deploy drogue parachutes to stabilize and decelerate the capsule to
70 m/s up to 3 km in height.

Teh YRIAE ¢ 31T RIEH 1 WleleT [STH@ SHeger i [EAT foham sirwem 3K s|ehr a1 &r
7o=ﬁ/¢raa:%ﬂm%m3rmm,aaa$ﬁ:agsﬁsmaﬁr§méa$aﬁq§”ﬂm

Afterward, pilot parachutes will deploy and open the three primary canopies, reducing
the speed to 10-12 m/s.

58 dc, TRIeE RYEH Trel ST 3R et wog@ Fardisr i Gielar, f5ed R hr atfay
10-12 HY/H d& HH g AT |
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e The parachute will disconnect once the capsule has splashed down using a
pyrotechnic release mechanism.

AT« F3Ehatere g1 ATwen STa Heger urgie e Refier AS AT 1 39T Hlah ST
H ol &Y S|

Toxic fumes: Stubble is burned to remove paddy crop residues from a field on the outskirts of Sangrur district in Punjab on November 2, 2024. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP
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How governmentality exacerbates the
problem of farmers’ stubble burning

A new study by researchers Sujit Raghunathrao Jagadale and Javed M. Shaikh at the Indian Institute of Management, Amritsar analyses the problem
of stubble burning from the lens of ‘governmentality’ and market failure

[GS Paper lll: Environment |
Jacob P Koshy

Jagadale, S. R., and, Shaikh, J. M,
‘Governmentality and Marketing System
Failure: The Case of Stubble Burning and
Climate Change in Neoliberal India’,
Journal of Macromarketing, 2025
https://doi.org/10.1177/02761467251318608

ome November, the
Indo-Gangetic Plain is often
clouded in a pall of pollution.
The cessation of monsoon
winds from the preceding four months
and a drop in temperatures lead to
~ pollutants from year-round sources, such
as vehicles, power plants, construction
dust and other suspended particulate
matter, persisting as a black shroud
because of the formation of an ‘inversion
layer’. This means that these particles
aren’t ‘flushed out’ from the region by the
stronger winds at the higher atmospheric
reaches. Add to this the contribution of
stubble burning. Particulate matter from
the burning of farm stubble — rice chaff —
by farmers in Punjab, and to a smaller
extent Haryana, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh — is added to this haze,
worsening the already noxious air quality
in Delhi and several other north Indian
cities. Farm stubble is burnt in October
and November because it is the cheapest
method employed by farmers to prepare
their soil for Rabi wheat.

A wealth of correlational studies in the
last two decades have linked particulate
matter from stubble burning and winds
originating from Punjab and Haryana to
pollution levels in Delhi. In the case of
Punjab, during winter, 54% of the time
the wind from the State blew towards
Delhi, it led to a spike in air pollution;
when the wind originated from Haryana,
the figure stood at 27%. Every additional
fire incident was correlated with an
increase in PM2.5 levels of 12.44 units.
Studies over the years, most recently in

2023 by a consortium of [IT Kanpur, [IT
Delhi, TERI, and Airshed, Kanpur, found
that from mid-October to the end of
November 2022, the role of stubble
burning to air quality was on average 22%
and peaked to as much as 35%. This is
fairly consistent with previous studies that
have estimated the contribution of
stubble burning to range from 20%-40%.
Many studies have also examined causes
for farmers actions. The prescriptions
also often analyse what may be changed
that could incentivise farmers to cease
from such burning.

How policy affects pollution

A new study by researchers Sujit
Raghunathrao Jagadale and Javed M.
Shaikh at the Indian Institute of
Management, Amritsar analyses the
problem from the lens of
‘governmentality’ and market failure.
‘Governmentality” is a concept by French
sociologist and philosopher, Michel
Foucault that refers to how institutions of
power — in this case the government —
rather than employing explicitly coercive
measures induce citizens to adopt
self-policing or self-regulating behaviour
to govern themselves.

Their study shows that
governmentality can end up being
counterproductive. The state’s implicit
directive to farmers to keep increasing
grain output ends up promoting
“suboptimal behaviours, like stubble
burning, among farmers within India’s
struggling agricultural marketing system.”

India’s “neoliberal policies,” such as
the Minimum Support Price (MSP)
system, paradoxically exacerbates the
issue. While MSP guarantees
procurement prices for staple crops like
wheat and rice, it ends up incentivising
mono-cropping, leaving farmers
dependent on short-term, unsustainable
methods. The study argues that state and
market forces create a cycle of

marginalisation, pushing farmers toward
stubble burning as a survival tactic.

The authors relied on semi-structured
interviews with 18 farmers across three
Punjab districts (Amritsar, Gurdaspur,
‘Tarn Taran) and an analysis of national
newspaper articles. The farmers
interviewed ranged from smallholders
(2-5 acres) to larger landowners,
capturing diverse economic backgrounds.
Interviews focused on farmers’
decision-making, perceptions of state
policies, and interactions with market
actors. What they found was that the
Union government’s MSP policy
prioritises wheat and rice production,
discouraging crop diversification. Farmers
face contradictory signals: the state
penalises stubble burning but also offers
no affordable alternatives. Farmers also
viewed the state as favouring
urban-industrial interests (“India”) over
rural communities (“Bharat™). For
example, while stubble burning is vilified,
industrial pollution is overlooked. The
farmers saw themselves as reliant on
middlemen (arhatias) who control crop
prices, credit access, and market linkages.
Farmers sell produce at artificially low
prices set by arhtias, who profit by
reselling at market rates. Debt bondage is
common: farmers borrow from arhtias for
seeds or emergencies, cementing
dependency. One farmer noted,
“Commission agents deduct expenses
from our next income, trapping us in
cycles of debt.” Stagnant MSP rates (for
example, wheat prices rose only 5% over
a decade) fail to cover rising cultivation
costs, including labour and equipment.
The study’s novel contribution is to
reposition stubble burning not as
individual negligence but as a systemic
outcome of distorted marketing systems
and neo-liberal governance.

Plausible remedies
As solutions, they suggest that remedial

interventions primarily focus on
developing a market for stubble and
stubble-based products, such as fodder,
energy products like pellets and
packaging materials, aiming to boost
farmers’ income while simultaneously
addressing climate change challenges. For
this approach to be successful, efforts are
needed to strengthen the value chain
through diverse technologies within an
enabling ecosystem. Currently, there is a
significant lack of an efficient market
mechanism for farm-waste, underscoring
the need for policy and market
interventions to bridge this gap. Although
such interventions may require time to be
implemented effectively, they necessitate
the involvement of stakeholders,
including state and market actors, across
the value chain.

Regulatory interventions could be
conceptualised at three levels: prohibiting
stubble burning, managing it through
selective permits, and promoting stubble
usage by incentivising stubble-based
products. Here, active participation from
state actors is critical.

A key intervention involves ensuring
that farmers receive fair prices for their
produce by addressing existing
inefficiencies within the market system.
The commodities market in India is
deeply embedded in socio-political
structures, as previously discussed, and
requires state-led efforts to enhance price
transparency and fairness to support farm
incomes.

Moreover, the socio-economic pressure
on farmers to engage in aspirational
consumption — often detrimental due to
limited income —should be
acknowledged. Addressing this issue may
benefit from fostering cultural change,
where socio-cultural organisations,
including religious groups, could play a
role in de-marketing non-essential
aspirational consumption, the authors
conclude.

How Governmentality Exacerbates the Problem of Farmers'
Stubble Burning

Y TIFRHTOT TR F IRTell FTelTer HT THATIT Y Ie1dT &

A new study by Sujit Raghunathrao Jagadale and Javed M. Shaikh at
the Indian Institute of Management, Amritsar analyzes the problem of
stubble burning through the lens of ‘governmentality’ and market
failure.

g TGATIRIE STeTel 3R STaE UA. AW ganT 339+ $HIeye 3ie
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AASTAT, HHAET A fFT T UF FAT IHeqIT 7 Tell STeATad HT THEAT HT
faeawor TFEor 3R SR Rwerar & gfteswior @ fFar = @)
The Indo-Gangetic Plain's Pollution

ger-3aIfe walet Y wqwor

e Come November, the Indo-Gangetic Plain is often covered in a thick layer of
pollution.

TR 3T &Y $31-NAfeer TaleT 7oA Iguor & A I H o STl g

e The cessation of monsoon winds from the preceding months and a drop in
temperatures cause pollutants from various sources like vehicles, power plants,
construction dust, and other suspended particulate matter to remain in the air.

Taroel #EIE T AT gan3it 7 5 glaT 3R argATe & fIRrae & FRoT fafdes Gt &
UGN oI aTee, 9TaY volieH, fator 4@, 31X 37 e o1 9er gar 7 9= wd &

e These pollutants persist as a black shroud due to the formation of an ‘inversion layer’,
preventing the particles from being flushed out by stronger winds.

A YGuT SolF A3 & &I H &1 {6 d &, Sl Ueh ‘Feaelel Ad & [AHATOT & HROT gl &, 3
SUIT T AT FaATHT GaRT ST felehelel § Uehell B

The Contribution of Stubble Burning
URTeT STATe T FRIGTT

e The burning of farm stubble — particularly rice straw — by farmers in Punjab, and to a
lesser extent in Haryana, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh, adds to the pollution,
worsening air quality in cities like Delhi.

YoiTe 7 RRATeT gaRT HY Rrelt — AT T F A1aer A Wieh — o= F JGW0T gl 8,
3R g Ramom, TereuTe, 3R 3 waRr H o SHHT Yo $© &< o ISl ¢, ey fewelt 5ia
Xl F ATY I[0TET T Il &

e Farmers burn stubble in October and November as it is the cheapest method for
preparing the soil for Rabi wheat.

foraeT 3reFgar 3R FaFaR & Wl STefTdl § Fifeh g Tt A & v el Gur et
Y TEAT AT g
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Impact of Stubble Burning on Air Quality
TRTell STellel T 1Y I[oTal 9T T

Studies have shown that particulate matter from stubble burning and winds from
Punjab and Haryana significantly affect pollution levels in Delhi.

eI T & fob Irfgpate AT ST TR STl @ 3ceeT gidl & 3R g 3R gRamom &
3HTeT aTelT gaTU et 3 JeyoT T’ & Agcaqul §9 & wenfad el &1

In Punjab, during winter, 54% of the time, winds blowing from the state contribute to a
spike in air pollution in Delhi.

qSTe A, Qe & GRTT, 54% THT H Tog § 3T IET gaTU (ool H I HeuoT & Fefer Hkar
gl

Winds originating from Haryana contribute to 27% of the pollution in Delhi during winter.

FRATO & 317 ¥ gaTd WiET & aRret feeoll & 27% FgWoT T T Fic 8 |

Every additional fire incident is correlated with a 12.44 unit increase in PM2.5 levels.

&Y ATAREFT 31T T T PM2.5 TR A 12.44 i T e fr @ wefdd &

Role of Stubble Burning in Air Quality (2022)
2022 3 Tl STelTet T 1Y I[oTar I AT

Studies in 2023 by a consortium of IIT Kanpur, IIT Delhi, TERI, and Airshed Kanpur
found that from mid-October to the end of November 2022, stubble burning contributed
22% to the pollution, peaking at 35%.

2023 H IIT HTIR, IIT f&eelt, TERI, 3R Airshed FTTYR & Teh T @RI fohT 1T 3egaeT
& 91T 3T foh 2022 o ALY 37eFcal A AGFSR o 3l deh, el STellel T TguoT H 22%
AT AT, S 35% I g 1|

Previous studies have estimated the contribution of stubble burning to be between 20%-
40%.

ool 3reaaat & RIS STl T ATeTeT 20%-40% & S AT T a1 g

Causes and Incentives for Stubble Burning

el Tellet & HROT 3R NeagT
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o Various studies have also explored the causes of farmers' actions and analyzed ways to
incentivize them to stop burning stubble.

IR e FATAT & T 3 HRON T T IaT T § 31T 378 Wil STdlter F Uhed
T Ncmfed 3 & adient T [T e & |

How Policy Affects Pollution

Ao wgwor 1 &¥ wenAT et §

e A new study by Sujit Raghunathrao Jagadale and Javed M. Shaikh at the Indian
Institute of Management, Amritsar analyzes the problem of pollution through the lens
of ‘governmentality’ and market failure.

T TATYE SarETe 3R TG A, A g 339 §eIeqe 3w Aqerie, Jaat
fohT 31T Teh AT HEFYT 7 YGNUT Sl HAEAT FT TARATUT HAXFRIFION 3R 1o fadwerar &
gfSeentor & foham aram B

o« ‘Governmentality’ is a concept by French sociologist and philosopher Michel Foucault,
referring to how institutions of power — in this case, the government — influence
citizens to adopt self-policing or self-regulating behavior rather than employing
explicitly coercive measures.

TIHRIHIOT Teh AR & ST ey FATSImeT 3R grelfaren ferer et o vedd
forar ar, 3 I8 FardT & o6 fFd & TTUTT — 57 AT & PR — ARTRT Sl Fa-fAg=or
T EF-FATAT SFTER AT & [T IR A &, oI 38 [ I TISC §9 G Tellehrr
3UTAT T JITT Y |

Counterproductive Effects of Governmentality

FIHRIFIOT F qfcger yorra

e The study shows that governmentality can end up being counterproductive.

eI H @ a1 § o aRawrator 3idd: Sideher aRom & dear gl

e The state’s implicit directive to farmers to increase grain output promotes
“suboptimal behaviors,” like stubble burning, among farmers within India’s struggling
agricultural marketing system.

TS FT I9cFeT AT fHmaT 1 37TsT 3c91esT dore & forw IRa Far g, fad g &r
e FY faoore yommelt 7 fraret 7“3 fd sqaer” S8 9rel ST S Ferar
Aerar gl
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Neoliberal Policies and Market Failures

fora-foreter Aifaar skt IR 6 Awaan

India’s neoliberal policies, such as the Minimum Support Price (MSP) system,
paradoxically exacerbate the issue of stubble burning.

AR 1 fora-foraer Afifer, SI ~gerasr w#der e (MSP) oTrel, faeamsma &9 &
TRToIl STlTeY hl THTAT Y JaTal & |

While MSP guarantees procurement prices for staple crops like wheat and rice, it
incentivizes mono-cropping, making farmers dependent on short-term, unsustainable
methods.

STefeh MSP staple Well S 31 3 amaer & T Tlie #{ed Y IRE T 8, I8 All-
I T TcHTTed AT ¢, [oTad ThHTeT Gredhifore, AR A IR IR 8F ST & |

The study argues that state and market forces create a cycle of marginalisation,
pushing farmers toward stubble burning as a survival tactic.

3TETTA T hgaTT ¢ b AT 3R IR Y ATFIAT T FIRAATHIOT &7 T 3cTeT FLAT &, ST
forgTaIT ol ST IEeT & ToIT TRTel STelley &l 31 EeheldT &

Farmers' Perceptions and Interviews

fraTaY &Y RUTT 31T e R

The authors relied on semi-structured interviews with 18 farmers across three
districts in Punjab (Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Tarn Taran) and an analysis of national
newspaper articles.

gent o g & it forelt (e, IR, el dROT) & 18 frumat & ary srd-wfRa
HIETTehR 3R ISET FATIR I of@T T [a2eivoT fhar|

The farmers interviewed ranged from smallholders (2-5 acres) to larger landowners,
capturing diverse economic backgrounds.

o fFarat & TretTcer foram I, 3 81 fhaTal (2-5 THhs) A e 93 JTHIGRT d F, 3
fafeest e qeosfaat 1 fafafca €l
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« Interviews focused on farmers’ decision-making, perceptions of state policies, and
interactions with market actors.

FTETTchRT # forama & fAvi-faaAtor, s Aifaat & gfa 396 erong, 3 ser
HFAAATIHT F TTY 3% Fale W AT higd fovar |

Contradictions in State Policy

U= Afa & fRAremsma

e The Union government’s MSP policy prioritizes wheat and rice production,
discouraging crop diversification.

T THR AT MSP A A 3R amaer scureat 1 yraffisar o 8, s waer ffdehewor w1
gdicarfed S B

o Farmers receive contradictory signals: the state penalizes stubble burning but offers
no affordable alternatives.

Tt 1 faememret Ta Ao §: Tod I Saltet I SJATAT o9l 8, oot 1S TEclt
Afeae 3T YereT w1gT |

o Farmers also feel that the state favors urban-industrial interests (“India”) over rural
communities (“Bharat”).

fohareit ot 75 oY HEEE BIam & foh Uoa redt-3iteafra Rl (“orRe”) s arefor wegera
(“HRA") W I fAehar &ar g

e For example, while stubble burning is vilified, industrial pollution is overlooked.

3TEX0T & foIT, ST axrelt Srerma foier &7 T B, Jiie@fare sqwor & seredr &1 S 31

Market and Debt Dependency
SR 3R Fgor fAsar

e Farmers rely on middlemen (arhatias) who control crop prices, credit access, and
market linkages.

feraret Freareyt (3raifaal) W @R T& €, St wwer Fad, %97 a6 9g9 3N a6R
Forerere ! AT FA B
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o Farmers sell produce at artificially low prices, and arhatias profit by reselling at
market rates.

foraTeT 370eT 3UST FRH T F F# HAal W §, 3R rifaar s8 R g w e a
ST FATHT HATH &

o Debt bondage is common: farmers borrow from arhatias for seeds or emergencies,
cementing their dependency.

FOT S8 AT & fHareT 3rgifaat & st a1 3marassre & fav 3uR 99 &, 59d 396
[GESGIEECORIGIN

Inefficiencies in MSP and Market System
MSP 31X STeIR oTTelt 3787

e Stagnant MSP rates (for example, wheat prices rose only 5% over a decade) fail to
cover rising cultivation costs, including labor and equipment.

B8 §T MSP &X (3eTex0T & foIT, I i hiaAdl 7 Th &0k A hael 5% [T §3) Toci By
AT ST el it H Tathel TGl 8, Toras FargdY 3 IqTHI0T AR & |

e The study’s contribution is to reposition stubble burning not as individual negligence
but as a systemic outcome of distorted marketing systems and neo-liberal
governance.

HEGIA AT ANTETT GRTell STellet I SATFAIT ATIRETE! o §9 H 77gl, dfewh faehd faqorer
vonferdt 3R fora-farever arwer & v wifawnfas aRome & §9 7 goT: T e )

Plausible Remedies for Stubble Burning

el SFellet & foe ganfaa 3u T

e The study suggests focusing on developing a market for stubble and stubble-based
products, such as fodder, energy products like pellets, and packaging materials.

IEAG FTa & & o el iR qrelt-3menRe 3earel & fov ve aeiR fashf@d et ©
€T Shigd fhaT ST, I aRT, FAT 3c91g S8 Fered, R A foier amef|

e Efforts should be made to strengthen the value chain through diverse technologies
within an enabling ecosystem.

wetH IR TPty aF & oficr fafawr Wiedfafdal & Areas @ Hea H@er S JIgd i
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e Currently, there is a significant lack of efficient market mechanisms for farm waste,
requiring policy and market interventions.

qHAT A Y FE & T Teh FTdT IR dF T AgcaquT w8, Torgeh fow o7 3k
ISR §EA8IT T 3T g

e« Regulatory interventions could be conceptualized at three levels: prohibiting stubble
burning, managing it through selective permits, and promoting stubble usage by
incentivizing stubble-based products.

fraTH® FEART & T TR W IS Toud har ST FehdT & WIS st 9 gfaeer, 59
TIATCHE HFAT oh ATEIH I T e, HR GRIell-3renRe searet &l dicaried e
QRIS YAV ST SCraT STl
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How RBI is proposing to streamline
rules of lending against yellow metal

The RBL in the past, has flagged concerns relating to improper valuation of gold being kept as collateral and lack of transparency in norms and
procedures; the apex banking regulator also had concerns about entities not having verified the end use of the loans against their stated purpose

Saptaparno Ghosh

he story so far:
TThe Reserve Bank
of India (RBD) on

April 9 put out draft guide-
lines for consultation on
how lending against gold
jewellery and ornaments
as collateral should be con-
ducted. The norms strive
to harmonise the overall
regulatory framework
which may differ for enti-
ties with varied risk-taking
capabilities and address
concerns relating to their
present conduct.

The banking regulator is
soliciting comments on the
draft until May 12.

Standard framework
The central objective of the
proposed norms is to ena-
ble a standardised frame-
work which would help ad-
dress issues emanating
from lack of proper due di-
ligence in the realm and
improper assessment of
the value of gold.

The apex banking regu-
lator in September last
year had expressed its dis-
quiet about how loans
were being disbursed
through business models
that had regulated entities
partnering fintech plat-
forms and/or other finan-
cial service providers. Con-
cerns existed about the
value of the metal being as-
sessed in the absence of
the borrower and out-

sourcing of essential proce-
dures as credit appraisal,
valuation and KYC of cus-
tomers to the partner enti-
ty, among other things.

Gold loans essentially
provide money to interest-
ed borrowers for their im-
mediate or long-term
needs by pledging the yel-
low metal. Its essential va-
lue makes it an ideal collat-
eral which is auctioned off
in case the loan is not re-
paid. However, the regula-
tor observed instances
wherein the average reali-
sation from auctioning the
gold was lower than the in-
itially estimated value of
the precious metal when
the loan was disbursed.
This was because of an in-
correct assessment of net
purity and/or weight.

The regulator also had
concerns about entities not

Adding sheen: The norms strive to harmonise overall regulatory framework. GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK

ee

Gold loan GNPAs in
Scheduled Commercial
Banks and upper- and
middle-layer non NBFCs
rose by 18.14% between
March and June last year

having verified the end use
of the loans against their
stated purpose thus being
unable to correctly assess
associated risk and place
proportionate risk weights.

Imperative to note here
that loans against gold je-
wellery have increased
more than 87% on a year-
over-year basis at the end
of February. Furthermore,
the Finance Ministry in-
formed Parliament earlier
this year that gross non-

performing assets (GNPAs)
cocerning gold loans in
Scheduled  Commercial
Banks and upper- and mid-
dle-layer non-banking fi-
nancial companies have in-
creased by 18.14% between
March and June last year.

Addressing lacuna

The proposed norms intro-
duce specific yardsticks for
valuing the gold and dis-
bursing the loan.

Firstly, the yellow metal
would have to be valued
against the price of 22-ca-
rat gold. The reference
price could be the average
of the preceding 30 days or
the closing price of the pre-
ceding day as quoted by
the Indian Bullion and Je-
wellers Association Ltd., or
the spot price of gold in SE-
Bl-regulated commodity
exchanges. The RBI also

proposes hallmarked gold
be given preferential treat-
ment with margin and in-
terest rates set accordingly.
Also, the RBI proposes
aggregate weight of silver
and gold ornaments and je-
wellery must not exceed 1
kg per borrower. As for
coins, the aggregate weight
cannot exceed 50 gm for
gold coins for a single bor-
rower and 500 gm for sil-
ver coins. Coins sold only
by banks will be consi-
dered for valuation. Final-
ly, the RBI proposes to
mandate lenders do not ex-
tend loans where owner-
ship of metal is doubtful.

Multiple loans?
No, the RBI specified eligi-
ble gold collateral irrespec-
tive of value cannot be
used concurrently for ex-
tending loans meant for in-
come generating purposes
and for personal consump-
tion. In fact, the regulator
also proposes to specify
that lender do not extend
loans against re-pledged
collateral. RBI seeks the
borrowed money must be
utilised for the purpose for
which it was sought.
According to Anand Mi-
hir, financial services risk
consulting leader at EY In-
dia, this would help im-
prove the paradigm for risk
assessment for lenders and
avert borrowers’ over-leve-
raging of same collateral.

Loan size framework
Yes, the more notable
specification introduced in

the framework entail that
the loan to value ratio
(LTV) against gold collater-
al cannot exceed 75% of its
value. LTV ratio refers to
the quantum of money a
borrower can receive
based on their pledged
gold. This would apply to
all NBFCs.

The RBI has sought that
the ratio be maintained on
an ongoing basis through-
out the tenor of the loan.

More importantly, the
draft seeks if the breach ex-
ists at date of maturity, no
renewal would be allowed.

Bad news for NBFCs?

Shares of all major NBFCs,
such as Muthoot Finance,
IIFL Finance and Manap-
puram Finance slid when
the draft proposal was pu-
blished last Wednesday.

Concerns primarily
emanated on two fronts,
viz. increased cost of com-
pliance and impact on as-
sets under management
(AUMs). For perspective, as
per brokerage platform
Groww, gold loans consti-
tute a significant portion of
the firms” AUMs. For
Muthoot Finance, it stands
at 98%, Manappuram Fi-
nance 50% and IIFL Fi-
nance 21%. Mr. Mihir main-
tains the LTV threshold is
unlikely to significantly im-
pact the sector.

George Alexander Muth-
oot, MD, Muthoot Finance
welcomed the “thoughtful
and timely step” towards
creating a robust frame-
work for the sector.

How RBIlis proposing to streamline rules of lending against
yellow metal

Rerd d% 3w 3f3ar @1 & R@are st & At «F gegafeaa
I $T IEATT FA HT @I

The RBI has previously raised concerns about improper valuation of
gold as collateral and lack of transparency in procedures. The RBI is
also concerned about entities not verifying the end use of loans
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against their stated purpose.

IS F Tgo Aot & P @A R F{earret 3R wfmansdt F arafdar #
FH FI AR RAATT STar$ &1 3AHTE FY 78 i Rar & & gy e F
3582 & AR H WA T8l Faltl

The story so far:

T d& Y Fgrr:

On April 9, 2025, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released draft guidelines for
consultation regarding lending against gold jewellery and ornaments as collateral.
These norms aim to harmonize the overall regulatory framework to address concerns
about varying conduct of entities.

9 39eT 2025 FI HRAT Rerd d&F (RBI) ¥ Yot Y a1t 3R 30N & FIRE Tt R 3Uy
& TaY A gioe m-fder SR forv | I fAge faffies aeam3it & 3maRor & aeifad a)a &
fIT gHIT RATHE S ) AT Folle) T o9& WA & |

Standard framework
ATl SdT

The main objective of the proposed norms is to establish a standardized framework
that addresses the issues of improper due diligence and incorrect assessment of gold
value.

ST [T 31 HET 3682 Teh ATThIHd ST FATTU AT § Sl el Hediehe 3N
A & ASA & A Aol HT FAEATIH b FAfIT FT B

The RBI raised concerns last year about how loans were being given through business
models involving fintech platforms and other financial service providers. There were
issues with the valuation of gold in the absence of the borrower.

R3S & e arer 37 W RAr Fars o fr forg g 3amy & &1 1 2, forwed fheres
CAewiRT 31X 3 R dar werdnst & cgaary Atser nfae | FErdiendr & =T @ FT
ST 3 FHEATT ot

Gold loans provide money to borrowers for immediate or long-term needs by pledging
gold as collateral. The value of the gold is assessed and auctioned off if the loan is not

repaid. However, there have been instances where the auction value was lower than
the initial estimate.

AN F FOT SURFAT3IT T dcehlcl AT ETEehlToleh STl & ToIT et T TIRET T@HT &5+T YeTeT
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Y § | TS ST FAET TS ST 8, A Aol T He 3171 ST1ell § R sArermsr a2 fGam S 81
BTcATeh, T AIHC H Araml Hed TRIAF AT & H U

Addressing lacuna

QIfaal Y GO ST

The proposed norms include specific yardsticks for valuing gold and disbursing the
loan. Gold must be valued based on 22-carat gold. The price reference could be the
average of the previous 30 days or the closing price of the previous day.

SEATTA I 7 Aol T Hediehst ¥t 3R R0T [davor & forw fafirse Araegs enfAer &1
et T He 22-3€ Ao & TUR G 3T ST | Hed TesT foer 30 =t &1 3iad &
ThdT ¥ a1 Roe A 1 TANCH 7o d & The 1

The RBI suggests hallmarked gold be given preferential treatment, with margin and
interest rates adjusted accordingly.

RIS 1 G ¢ o6 ST Wet 1 wrerfAawan 4 s, 3R s6e fow anfefer 3tk sarer
&l eeaN FATANS i S|
The RBI proposes that the aggregate weight of gold and silver jewellery should not

exceed 1 kg per borrower. For gold coins, the total weight cannot exceed 50 gm, and
for silver coins, it should not exceed 500 gm.

ITRENIES T TEaTd & o Aot AR &Y F ITeqaoit 7 Frot et Uik SURclT 1 Breamr &
31fereh T gl =1Te U | |et 3 FAFHT T el Tofel 50 AT { 3Tk FET Gl AMG T, 3 =AY
&F fAFPI FT ToTeT 500 IH T 31TF AGT 8l7T A1BTI

Multiple loans?

F$ 32

The RBI specifies that the same gold collateral cannot be used for both income-
generating loans and personal consumption loans.

3RS I8 AfEse FTar & & e & A & FREY &Y 3T 3cqeeT ¥t arel }/oT 31X
SqfFdeTd 3THNT HOT SIeil & [T 3YANTT 78T fohaT ST TehaT &

The RBI also proposes that loans should not be extended against re-pledged
collateral. The borrowed money must be used for the purpose it was intended.

R3S T o TETTA A & o g el 7@ arw qariRdes o o surdy et & Sty
IRV FUR o 91T €1 3 384T & TolT SEAAT Bl MR T fordes folw Ig forar arar
o]

Loan size framework
FHOT ATHR T
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The loan-to-value (LTV) ratio against gold collateral should not exceed 75%. This will
apply to all NBFCs (Non-Banking Financial Companies).

W F IR & @emd HOT-8-7e (LTV) 39T 75% & 3118 g1 gler d1igv| Ig Fafr
TdtewH (SR-sfeher faear safarah) ox amep grem|

The RBI seeks that the LTV ratio be maintained throughout the loan tenure. If the LTV
ratio breaches at maturity, the loan cannot be renewed.

R3S TE g & foh LTV 1eIuTed G For Y 3rafey H 570 7@ v | Jfe; aRaesradr )
LTV 37J0Tel Seoitiel g1l §, Al 0T ohT Adleilend 0T e fehal 51T Hehe |

Bad news for NBFCs?
TAdITRH & fow 78 geR?

Shares of major NBFCs like Muthoot Finance, IIFL Finance, and Manappuram
Finance dropped after the draft proposal was published.

S €Y ZIFE T TeRTRI §31T, 97 UoTaIUhal huforail S YT HIgad, [IFL g,
3R HOTCGRA FIFaAH o AR R 10|

The main concerns for these NBFCs were the increased compliance costs and the
potential impact on their assets under management (AUM).

o UASTUHH! & forT FEy FIar 3iflre Jreqarerer amTe 3R 3o yaeramefisr wafr (AUM)
qR FHTfad g ATl

However, Anand Mihir, financial services risk consulting leader at EY India, believes that
the LTV threshold will not significantly affect the sector.

gTelifer, EY Sf3ar & Ay Yard Sf@s 9uraeT adr 317eic fAfRT &1 A & &6 LTV @A
T &19 T HgcdqUT JeTd ofg | TS|

George Alexander Muthoot, MD of Muthoot Finance, welcomed the move, calling it a
"thoughtful and timely step" towards creating a robust framework for the sector.

HYC BTZAH & MD Silol elFoist HYC o 3 HeH T TR [T, S8 &1 o [IT Teh AT arar
IATer 1 " E-FH 3R AT W3S 71T HgH " TITI
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(PCS Special)

1. U.P. govt.’s ‘Zero Poverty’ mission to be now named
after Ambedkar, says CM

Tft FIFR & SRY I FAere &7 a7 39 3HA5H & JH W
TET ST HEIHA
2. Logo, mascot of Khelo India Youth Games 2025 unveiled
el 1391 7 A7 2025 FT oAl AR IR dAfee T T
3. A Reminder of the ‘Beauty’ of Life in Death
Heg A Siaet Y GeIar 1 v I1¢ e
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mission to be now named
after Ambedkar, says CM

Leaders across the political spectrum pay tributes to the Dalit icon on his 134th birth anniversary;

while Adityanath says BJP fulfilled his vision, Akhilesh resolves to establish ‘rule of social justice’

[PCs

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

eaders across the
L political spectrum

in Uttar Pradesh
paid tributes to Dalit icon
B.R. Ambedkar on his
134th birth anniversary on
Monday, with Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath an-
nouncing that the ‘Zero Po-
verty’ mission in the State
will be named after him.
The initiative, whose pilot
project was launched on
Gandhi Jayanti (October 2)
last year, aims to lift all un-
derprivileged individuals
above the poverty line. It
will now be launched later
this month, he said.

Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) president Mayawati
and Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav (SP) also
paid tributes to the archi-
tect of India’s Constitution
at events in Lucknow
separately.

Mr. Adityanath, while
lauding Ambedkar at a
State government event in
Lucknow, accused the
Congress and SP of consis-

4
et E - A%
™

U.P. CM Yogi Adityanath, Deputy CM Brajesh Pathak and others during
a function to pay tribute to B.R. Ambedkar in Lucknow on Monday. PTI

tently disrespecting him.
“While he was alive, they
insulted him, and even af-
ter his death, they tried to
suppress his values and
ideals,” said the CM. He al-
leged that the Congress
blocked the construction
of Ambedkar’s memorial
in Delhi and the SP said
they would demolish it if it
were built.

Mr. Adityanath said
while other parties did pol-
itics in the name of Ambed-
kar, it is the BJP that ful-
filled his vision of lifting

the downtrodden. “Both
the State and Union go-
vernments took various
steps to realise his legacy,”
he said.

The CM also released a
commemorative souvenir,
the U.P. government said in
a statement.

Mayawati’s criticism

Ms. Mayawati hailed the
late leader’s contribution
as the architect of the Con-
stitution and a champion
of social justice. Accusing
both the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) and Congress of
neglecting the Dalits and
marginalised sections, she
wrote on X, “... The social,
economic and political
condition of the Bahujans
in the country is as pathet-
ic in BJP rule as during the
Congress’s. Due to a
planned attack on their
Constitutional right to re-
servation, their situation is
now... sad and worrying.”

Extolling the Dalit icon,
Mr. Yadav on Monday re-
solved to “establish the
rule of social justice”. “Ba-
basaheb Dr. Bhimrao Am-
bedkar drafted the Consti-
tution and worked as a
hero of social justice for
the rights of every exploit-
ed, Dalit and deprived
[person]. He protected the
fundamental rights of citi-
zens through the Constitu-
tion and limited the pow-
ers of the government,” he
said.

The SP chief said Am-
bedkar’s ‘social justice’ is
predicated upon the true
establishment of the spirit
of equality and principle of
parity of the Constitution.
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U.P. govt.’s ‘Zero Poverty’ mission to be now named after
Ambedkar, says CM

Tft TIFR & SRY Iy FAAT 7 A1 319 3ASH F A7 W @l
ST HEIHA

Leaders across the political spectrum in Uttar Pradesh paid tributes
to B.R. Ambedkar on his 134th birth anniversary on Monday.

IR 99 H Raffeet tereiifas gt & Adn3it o A1Aar #i 31, #3113
& 1344t STt W 3+ sigurstier Afha A

» Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath announced that the ‘Zero Poverty’ mission will now be
named after Ambedkar.

- FEH A At ey A Siwor i R “SRY Tl e AT 379 HATHT h AH T @
S|

» The mission's pilot project was launched on Gandhi Jayanti (October 2) last year and aims
to uplift all underprivileged individuals above the poverty line.

* 5 AT 7 Irrere Wiotere [l ATel 2 Herga (et el T T g7 2T AR ST Seced asit
afara A F T @1 A I IS

» The Statewide launch of the mission will take place later this month, the CM said.
- HEIHA o T 7o T TA0T 50 A & 3 H QX u&er 7 & fowar smeam|

* BSP president Mayawati and SP chief Akhilesh Yadav also paid tribute to the architect of
the Constitution in separate events in Lucknow.

« FHYT J7E AT 3 TT Ireqet HfWerr Aea = o q@eTs # IreeT-3rerer FAHAT 7 wiawwr
fatar &1 sigurafe &

* At a State event, CM Adityanath praised Ambedkar and accused the Congress and SP of
disrespecting him during and after his lifetime.

* Ueh TS F FTRIGH H FEIAA T o HASHT bl TG T IR FIEAF T F9T TR 3eTh
Saerenter AR FY & G 3AFT AIHTT o1 1 IRT AT|

* He said Congress blocked Ambedkar's memorial in Delhi, and SP threatened to demolish
it if it was built.

« 3581 Fgl fr FET F el & dsH TARS & AT & A &2, 311 qur F 5@ disar fr
HET S|
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+ Adityanath claimed that while other parties used Ambedkar for politics, the BJP has truly
worked to fulfil his vision by uplifting the downtrodden.

« INfETATY = g1ar fhaT foh ST8T 317 ol oF 3TaSHT T A & forw sTATT ohaT, agy strerar
afera Jait 1 3oTeRT 3oTeh gfeeIoT It AR foha|

* He added that both State and Union governments took concrete steps to realise
Ambedkar’s legacy.

. 3l Tg o7 gl TF T 3R Fg WHRT o AT 39z Y fARTad #) R F: & e s
FCH IS E|

« A commemorative souvenir was also released by the CM, according to a government
statement.

« TEHRY T & 3TAN, TCIAAT o Teh T fa-Hatier TamRant off Sy

Mayawati’s criticism

ATATIAY Y T =T

» Mayawati praised Ambedkar as the Constitution’s architect and a champion of social
justice.

« ATATEY & 33T 1 WiAene fAATar 3 aEnfos = & RFER & &7 F e

» She accused both BJP and Congress of neglecting Dalits and the marginalised sections.

« 3ogiel AT 3 FAF a1 9T eferdt 31k afra qaif Hr 39eT a3 &1 3R |

* On X, she wrote that Bahujans remain in a pathetic condition under BJP rule, similar to
Congress rule.

-ﬁﬁmmwﬁmﬁ:@@rﬁuﬁrmamﬁaﬂmam%mm
AT H Y|

» She highlighted planned attacks on their Constitutional right to reservation, calling the
situation sad and worrying.

* 3ol RETT & Futfas FfAHR R glAANTET garel H1 3R i ge ufa # gEe ik
IEGIGEACGIRN

Akhilesh Yadav’s stand

FT@erer IeT 1 7@

* Akhilesh Yadav vowed to establish the rule of social justice, inspired by Ambedkar.

« FTFALU I1ET o HATHT T WU A FIATOTER +41T Y TATIAT T Hhod forT|
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* He called Ambedkar a hero of social justice, who fought for the rights of the exploited,
Dalits, and the deprived.

« 3ogleY ATFT ! FIATOE AT & A1IF 9dr3T, foieaier Y, gforal sitv afRat & 3VERT &

forT gay fora|

» Akhilesh stated that Ambedkar limited the government’s powers and protected citizens’
fundamental rights through the Constitution.

o 31T 7 FgT f 3azHT o A & AregdT O FTHR A afFaAt & SfAa ar i aerfet
F AforF 3fOHRY i e |

» He said that true social justice can only be achieved through the Constitution’s spirit of
equality and parity.
« 35giet gl [ qIEATaS WTATTSS 419 Hdol FiAUT St FATAAT I FAAT Y HG=T § & 9o

a7 ST TehaT B

L.ogo, mascot
of Khelo India
Youth Games
2025 unveiled

[PCS

The Hindu Bureau
PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar unveiled the official
logo of the Khelo India
Youth Games 2025 in Patna
on Monday.

Union Sports Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya un-
veiled the Games mascot
during the programme or-
ganised at the Samvad hall
of the Chief Minister’s
Secretariat.

Mr. Kumar and Mr. Man-
daviya jointly released the
theme song of the Youth
Games, which will be held
in the State for the first
time from May 4 to 15.

Mr. Kumar said that it
was a matter of great hap-
piness that the Khelo India
Youth Games is being or-
ganised in Bihar and that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the
event in Patna on May 4.

Logo, mascot of Khelo India Youth Games 2025
unveiled

Qe 3139 7 A7 2025 FT oAl AR IR dAfe
T

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar unveiled the official logo
of the Khelo India Youth Games 2025 in Patna on Monday.

faer & e dider FAR o AFAaR Y gear & G i
Y AFH 2025 FT HAFRF e dtea fFam|

* Union Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya unveiled the mascot of the
Games during the programme held at the Samvad Hall of the Chief Minister’s
Secretariat.

- A A 7 AergE AT F e wRaTeT & Harg e 7 3T
HIAShA & SR Well T YHF clloed fohaT|

* Nitish Kumar and Mansukh Mandaviya jointly released the theme song of
the Youth Games.

- alrclier $AR 3R AFGYE ASHAAT o TYFd T A Y 357 F1 1o Fiear SR |

* The Khelo India Youth Games 2025 will be held in Bihar for the first time
from May 4 to 15.
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- @l 33T I AFw 2025 FT IS fAgR 7 gell ) 4 7 ¥ 15 7S oo fohar STCam|

* Nitish Kumar expressed that it is a matter of great happiness that the Khelo India Youth
Games is being organised in Bihar.

- sfiefver FAR 7 FgT 7 a5 79 Gait 1 91 ¢ 5 Dl S g w7 IS ReR A B wr

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the event in Patna on May 4.

* TUTAHA TG AN $H FRIHH FHT 3GHTET 4 7S FHT &=l H H0|

A reminder of the ‘beauty’ of life in death

PCS

Sudipta Datta

In a COVID-19 anthology,
And We Came Outside and
Saw the Stars Again, in
which 50 writers from
around the world respond-
ed to the rampaging virus,
Mario Vargas Llosa won-
dered why it is difficult for
mankind “to accept that all
of life’s beauty belong ulti-
mately to death, and that at
any moment it may all
come to an end”. For the
Peruvian master of letters,
the end came on April 13.
He was 89 years old.
Journalist, essayist, no-
velist, politician, contro-
versial commentator - Llo-
sa wore many hats, but he
is best known for some of
the great novels of the 20th
and early 21st century The
Time of the Hero, Aunt Ju-
lia and the Scriptwriter,
Conversations in the Cathe-
dral, The War of the End of
the World and The Feast of

the Goat. His works, totall-
ing more than 50, chroni-
cled the myriad social, cul-
tural and political strands
of Latin American life with
rich imagery and language.
His protagonists often
stood up to authoritarian-
ism, and faced defeat des-
pite the resistance. In ma-
ny of his novels, fiction was
rooted in facts. For his first
novel, The Time of the Hero
(1963), he mined his expe-
riences at the Leoncio Pra-
do Military Academy
where he was sent by his
father. The book ruffled
feathers and at least a
1,000 copies were burnt by
officers of the Leoncio
Prado.

His attempts to marry
while still a minor got a hi-
larious makeover in Aunt
Julia and the Scriptwriter.
Llosa wrote about ‘Aunt Ju-
lia’, 13 years his senior and
a divorcee, whom he mar-
ried — and later divorced —

MARIO VARGAS LLOSA
(1936-2025)

in his memoir, A Fish in the
Water, translated by Helen
Lane. When he proposed
marriage to Julia, she be-
gan by “telling me just
what I expected she would:
that this was madness”.
But in the same breath, she
also said “she loved me
and that if I were that mad,
she was too. And that we
should get married right
away”.

After their marriage in

A Reminder of the ‘Beauty’ of Life in
Hcg A Siiaer r "GeIar $ vk I1e el

COVID-19 Anthology Contribution
FIfas-19 AFHa H IRER

1955, he moved to Paris in
1959 to pursue a career as a
language teacher, journal-
ist and writer. After his re-
turn to Lima in the 1970s,
he began teaching at un-
iversities all over the Amer-
icas. In 1990, Llosa decided
to run for the presidency
of Peru, leading a cam-
paign for economic reform
and a vow to end the ways
of the Shining Path rebels.
He lost to Alberto Fuji-
mori and he candidly
summed it up thus in his
memoir: “I don’t believe I
succeeded in  putting
across” the ideas of the
Freedom Movement that
took shape in painter Fer-
nando de Szyszlo’s studio.
Critics didn’t mince words
about Llosa’s neo-liberal
political “misadventure”.

Nobel Prize awarded

In 2010, the Nobel Prize in
Literature was awarded to
Llosa “for his cartography

Death

of structures of power and
his trenchant images of the
individual’s resistance, re-
volt, and defeat”.

Though an intensely
private person, he often
raked up controversy with
his remarks, be it on Latin
American politics or wo-
men. He famously fell out
with Gabriel Garcia Mar-
quez in the mid-1970s,
with a punch, before mak-
ing up with the writer
years later. The story goes,
perhaps not apocryphal,
that a lady was involved,
though Llosa once said it
was to do with his disen-
chantment with Fidel Cas-
tro’s brand of politics in
Cuba. Marquez was a life-
long Castro supporter.

With Llosa’s passing, the
last of the triumvirate of
Latin America’s literary
new wave that included
Marquez and the Mexican
great Carlos Fuentes, is
gone.

e Inthe COVID-19 anthology And We Came Outside and Saw the Stars Again, which
included 50 writers from around the world, Mario Vargas Llosa reflected on why it's
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difficult for mankind to accept that all of life’s beauty ultimately belongs to death, and
that it may all end at any moment.

hITds-19 Hehelel And We Came Outside and Saw the Stars Again, e gfam st & 50
S AR F, H ARG F91TH AT 7 g fIaR T o Ho7sg & AT Ig ThehR hdatm it
et & T Shraet H TR Gedr 3icd: 7 1 gl & 3N T Fft oft warea &) @l B

Passing of a Literary Giant

v wifgfoas Arqey &1 foverer

The Peruvian literary legend Mario Vargas Llosa passed away on April 13 at the age of 89.

UE & Hiig fcah feTarer ARt geie AT o1 foveret 13 3riter a1 89 & o1 31y # &7 a7

Multifaceted Personality

a'gmm"r gfedca

e Llosawas ajournalist, essayist, novelist, politician, and controversial
commentator, but he is best known for his iconic novels such as The Time of the Hero,
Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter, Conversations in the Cathedral, The War of the
End of the World, and The Feast of the Goat.

AT Toh IR, ReUeR, 3T=a\aR, TsEfad 3R Raerae Rogviiler 3, ofé 3¢
HIH SUTET 3oTeh! TAGY T3 ST The Time of the Hero, Aunt Julia and the
Scriptwriter, Conversations in the Cathedral, The War of the End of the World, 3iR

The Feast of the Goat & foIT ST SITAT B
e His works — more than 50 — explored the social, cultural, and political life of Latin
America through vivid language and imagery.

3aTehr Hfrdl — 50 & HftF — AR AN & AT, FEFfaF, iR TerEifas Shae
hT SIS T Sitdct HIST A FT0T o ATCTH F T Al &

Themes of Resistance and Authoritarianism

gfaRer 3T wdmae i i

e Many of his protagonists resisted authoritarianism, even though they often faced
defeat.

3k s UTHT o WATaTE T faRIeT fRaT, gTelifeh 30¢ 319FER 8 T TTHGAT el IsT|
e His fiction was often rooted in facts. For example, his first novel, The Time of the Hero
(1963), drew from his experience at Leoncio Prado Military Academy.

AP FoTsT IFET T2AT 9T AR gy 2| 31801 & fT, 37ehT Ugell 391 The
Time of the Hero (1963) 3&7eh Leoncio Prado ¥+ T & 3reTeral ux Jmenia &l

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page87



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

e The novel created controversy and led to the burning of over 1,000 copies by
academy officers.

wwﬁﬁaﬁgmaﬂ?mmﬁréwﬁmﬁﬁﬁl,ooo#mqﬁﬁmﬁl

Personal Life in Literature

g & s e

His youthful attempt to marry while still a minor inspired the humorous novel Aunt Julia and
the Scriptwriter.

3eTeh ATaTfereT {Ed faaTe & Y8 o gIEaquT 39418 Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter &I Sled
feam

e He married Aunt Julia, who was 13 years older and a divorcee, in 1955.
376l 1955 & 13 a¥ gt 3R darRfer ‘e Sforar & faarg fhar|

¢ In his memoir A Fish in the Water, he recalled proposing to her, and she said, “this was
madness”, but also said “she loved me” and agreed to marry him “right away”.

YT HTHRAT A Fish in the Water # 3ogiel JEATT oh AT ‘ST & 2Meg T1G fhT —
“Tg ATITCTTaT 8", eHfehed TT &1 et “H THA SR Tl & 3R el ATET & Forw Ish gy 15|
e Move to Paris and Academic Career

IRT 7 et iR Farorw FRER

e In 1959, he moved to Paris to work as a language teacher, journalist, and writer.
1959 # I IRH Tt ITT ST 3giel T fA&TH, THhR, 3R d@F & T & FH Fa7|

o Inthe 1970s, he returned to Lima and taught at universities across the Americas.

1970 & gers H I ot il 3R 3R & Raffies freafagamet # uea &9

Political Foray

TS 3 gaer

e In 1990, Llosa contested the Peruvian presidency, promoting economic reform and a
firm stand against the Shining Path rebels.

1990 # I1ET & 9% & Trogufer Forra 3 o177 fora, 3egier e gant ik amgfeer oy
fagifeal & e Hor &@ & Fads fhan|

e He lost to Alberto Fujimori, and later wrote in his memoir that he failed to communicate
the ideas of the Freedom Movement.

I 3rcaet FolANY @ gR 1T, 3R a1e 7 3196l 3rereran 7 forar fa 3 whrsar Faeie & faant

T TISC AgT I 97|
o Critics called this a neo-liberal political misadventure.

HTCTEehl o S8 Teh oT$-3GRaATG! sTelifeh el T
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e Nobel Prize Recognition
Al [WEHR TFATT

e In 2010, Llosa was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature for his portrayal of power
structures and vivid depictions of resistance, revolt, and defeat.

2010 # TG T FfeeT FT Ao [WEHR AT 311, A 3o7eh T w3t 3R gfeer,
faete 3tk e & @erer R=oT &l A e

Controversies and Clashes

faarg 3ttt e

e Though private in nature, Llosa stirred controversy with his opinions on Latin
American politics and women.

gTcllTeh ag TIHTT & el cafera o, fehe 3ol dfed 3ARSr Ter=ifa 31k aAfgemsit o
379e feoaforat & Rare der fFo

e He had a public fallout with Gabriel Garcia Marquez in the 1970s, involving a punch,
and they reconciled years later.

m@rm?oa:aamﬁﬂﬂnawﬁmmiﬁrﬁmgmﬁmﬁgmaﬂw, 3R %% ast
MG 3ogiet Foig |

e One story suggests it was over a woman, though Llosa later claimed it was his
disappointment with Fidel Castro's politics, which Marquez supported.

Teh TETall o ITHR Tg Teh HATFET bl oIehd AT, §Tellich JNAT &1 dTG, H el o Ig der FrEar
F TS T 37k AT & HROT AT, ST ATher gH7daT i I

e End of a Literary Era
% Afefode Jar &1 3

e With Llosa’s death, the last member of Latin America’s literary new wave — alongside
Gabriel Garcia Marquez and Carlos Fuentes — is gone.

I T Heg o 1Y, et 3ARHT T Arigicdsh 78 ofeT & ifas Feea — Aver midar
AThST 3R FETT FUAH & WY — 379 o761 G
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