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1. Mahad Satyagraha (1927)
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3. During Caste Census in Karnataka, Some Desisted from
Giving Details, Some Did Not Know Their Caste
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Feliceh A ST FAINOTAT F SR F& A1 A ATARRT S
¥ s R foraT, & 3raelt sfar gt StreraT 4

4. Chaityabhoomi, Deekshabhoomi Ready for Ambedkar

Jayanti

AT STt & forw JeaeifA, Sramefar AR

Mahad Satyagraha (1927)
Hgls HcdTdg (1927)

The Mahad Satyagraha, also known as Chavdar Tale Satyagraha, was a pivotal
movement led by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar to challenge caste-based discrimination in
India.

HETS TG, I BIAGR AT cATaIE Y gl ST ¢, 31, AU HASH GanT R #
SITaTe SIS &Y Yoitell et o foT & o 1T veh Ageaqot e |

It focused on securing the right of Dalits to access the Chavdar Tank in Mahad,
Maharashtra, which was traditionally denied to them.

TE Jiielelel HERISE & HETE H BIAER dTelTa oh aferdl 1 9gd feremal o3 hfed o, for
3¢ IRITT & & afora fhar arr 2|

On 20 March 1927, Ambedkar and his followers drank water from the tank, asserting
their right to access public water sources.

20 AT 1927 T A5 3R 37 ITARAAT o crens & ureh {2, 3R wrderfas srer wat
% 9T T AR S|

This act became a symbolic protest against untouchability and was a significant
milestone in the fight for Dalit rights.

g H HGAY & RS TF Tellahrerra faier &1 a1 3K gfera srfieRl it a3 # v
HgcaquT Hiel $T I AT g3

The day, 20 March, is observed as Social Empowerment Day in India.

g f&aT, 20 AT, $TRA & grATSs FefFasior Baw & §T & HAATIT ST &
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Savitribai Phule
RIUEEICIEA IC]

Savitribai Phule was born on 3 January 1831 in Naigaon, Satara district, Maharashtra.
|fRtaTs Bl o1 90 3 SHat 1831 =t Ametier, wrdwy e, Henrg | g3 ol

Initial Education
e e

* At the time of her marriage, Savitribai was illiterate.
et o TEe EifesieTs e off)

* Her husband, Jyotirao Phule, educated her at home, along with his cousin sister, Sagunabai

Shirsagar.
I T SAAE ot o 3 5 R & AT Tt 98 TS RErR & w0 g

* She later pursued formal education under the guidance of Sakharam Yeshwant Paranjpe and

Keshav Shivram Bhavalkar.
o1E § eI TERH ILed IS S e e Wiaelsht o AEies | Sa=ien e g

Educational Pursuits and Teaching Career
Sifaren s ST freqor iR

» Savitribai enrolled in two teacher-training programs:
wiferfias 7 a1 Rrersk fegor swriskT WO fora:

e One at an institution run by American missionary Cynthia Farrar in Ahmednagar.
U STRUEH § STafEht firerdt fftrm S g denfera wee b

e Another at a Normal School in Pune.
A 0T H U et et Hl

* Given her training, Savitribai is recognized as India's first female teacher and headmistress.
59 WIRT&T0T o TR W ATeTS ohi TR hl Tt Afeet Rt 3 TemTefis % &9 5 741 ST 2

* She began teaching girls at Maharwada in Pune after completing her training.
IR WIRTEI0T O 3 o S1E qU o HERATST H Agiohal i UgHT & foha)

Establishment of the First Girls' School
R CINEIRECINRIEARSIIRE)
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* In 1848, Savitribai and Jyotirao Phule, along with Sagunabai, established the first school for
girls at Bhidewada, the residence of Tatya Saheb Bhide, in Pune.

1848 # wferftans, seifcra ot 3R WMAETS A Hes qur § qret |ied e o Fame (STt § uga st fomes €
fomam|

* The school’s curriculum included traditional subjects like mathematics, science, and social
studies.
ferererar =T aTgasky TG, fore, STt |rATiSrR Teee S aTafik foreii st i shear om

* By 1851, the Phules were running three schools for girls in Pune, with a combined enrollment
of approximately 150 students.
1851 7% et Jufd qor # o4 aferert formerr =i @ o, S gt frams @ 150 swm ug @ off

Challenges and Societal Resistance

TN S AT forre

» Savitribai Phule encountered significant hostility, including verbal abuse and physical attacks,
for her efforts to educate girls.

iRt i F1ferd S 3 3ok TITET & HIOT ATfeses ol SereEd forier, IR gdet 3R Srfeceh ST9HT ST AT T US|

» She often carried an extra sari to school in anticipation of being assaulted with stones or dung.
T TR A T AN ATST o STt off Fifoh I 9 e AT 1R SehT ST ol

* In 1849, due to societal pressure, Jyotirao's father expelled the couple from his home.
1849 @ grafSies gaTa % HROT SAlfaE % fUar ¥ 38 o F ferrer femm

* They found refuge with Mian Usman Sheikh, where they continued their educational work.
32 iRt S5 IRg % Tt A1 form, STet Seei 1A Rfeteh S SRy @

Collaboration with Fatima Sheikh

BITAAT AW & TTT TgATT

* Pioneering Muslim Woman Educator: Fatima Sheikh, regarded as India’s first Muslim woman teacher,
collaborated closely with the Phules. She co-founded the initial girls’ school and played a pivotal role in its
operations.

« TR &Y gt Ai¥ore Afger Rfarenr Al S arel wifaar Aw & Gor dufar & aryr fAeret w&
3glel R arferert faearer T Te-FATaeT 1 AR $6& FaTee H Agcaqul HfAeT eS|

» Teacher Training and Leadership: Both Savitribai and Fatima received teacher training under American
missionary Cynthia Farrar. Fatima later assumed leadership roles, managing schools and advocating for
girls' education.

- FrfaaTs 3R wIfaaAT et o AR e [ haw & Ariede 7 e gfraror gred fram) ag #
WITCTHT & wicjed o1 ${fHhT TS, Toheil o1 Felert foham 3R sTforent TRI&TT o1 FHYeT faha|
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Establishment of Educational Trusts

ey =araT T TATIAT

» Formation of Trusts: In the 1850s, the Phules established two educational trusts — the Native Male
School, Pune, and the Society for Promoting the Education of Mahar, Mangs, etc. These aimed to
institutionalize education for marginalized communities.

» 1850 o &0 H Pol GUlel o7 ar QAf&Teh #ATHT hr TATTAT hT — Afea Al Fher, IUT HR WA B TATET
Tehelel 3Tt HER, HITH 3TTE | SoTehl 3eced afed FHerl & forw et st deumerd s« |

» Legacy and Continuation: These trusts expanded the reach of schools and ensured sustainability of
educational initiatives for the underprivileged.

« 51 ST o TeaTeral & TaTdR &l Hera aeran 3R afere aeif & fore Afeven ggell i fordazar giafRaa $|

Balhatya Pratibandhak Griha (1863)
STeIg T FfdeYe I (1863)

« Infanticide Prevention Center: In 1863, the Phules, along with Sadashiv Ballal Govande, established the
Balhatya Pratibandhak Griha in Pune. This center provided shelter and support for pregnant widows,
aiming to prevent infanticide.

- 1863 # Pl GUr o T Teoltel aMaTs & AT AT IO F Telgedn STt g S TATIA HY| Tg 5
arsfarcit faeran3it ot A 3R ETIaT TeTeT s AT 3R R &eT &l Aehel T TATH T AT|

« Services Offered: The center offered confidential childbirth services and care for abandoned infants,
addressing a critical social issue of the time.

* 58 the, A NN THT JaTU AR aRegercd R 1 S@eTer Feret 1 Siel o, St 38 FHF 1 Toh 718
ATATTSTR FHEAT AT

Rettamalai Srinivasan
IceHdTs Afearast

* Rettamalai Srinivasan was born on 7 July 1859 in Kozhiyalam village, Maduranthagam Taluk,
Kancheepuram District, in the Madras Presidency (now Tamil Nadu).

« {CeHATS ANTATEA T SToH 7 S[ells 1859 T hITSATIH 3TTd, HGITLIH clTeleh,
PTG ToTer, A IfASHT (319 AfAAE) # g3 2l

* He hailed from the Paraiyar community, a Scheduled Caste.

- I IR T ¥ &, 3 o va 3rggfad nfa gl
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* Despite socio-economic challenges, he became the first graduate among the Scheduled Castes,
earning a Bachelor of Law from Coimbatore Government Arts College.

- FrATTSI-311e Al & Srace, a8 3eqgiad Sifadl # qgel &l aa 3R

3egiel PIFICY AAAHE HTEH iclol H Hlsle] H FATdeh (Bachelor of Law) Fr 33t grea
$rl

Professional and Activist Endeavors

AT 3 ATATSIS FRIRAT & & & JEIEE

* Srinivasan worked as an accountant in Ooty, where he became involved in Dalit political
activism.

« NAIET AFE H TP JFBEecsh & FH FF FIT, ST8T 98 gfoid Asleifade Ifshadar
q I3 U]

» While working as a translator in a South African court, he met Mahatma Gandhi, who was
practicing law there.

» 3ogiel GEIUT 3NRAT BT T 3reTeld H Iefdleh & ¥ H FIH FIA GUHEIAT INEN A
HelThId @, St J81 Jarad X © U

« Srinivasan is credited with influencing Gandhi to sign his name in Tamil as "Mo.Ka. Gandhi*".

I T AT HALFH. " F FT H FEARR FA & &0 ORI F 1 AT
Miarasr & &g srar gl

Founding of Organizations and Publications

TEATHT 3R Jepreredl T TUTI=AT

* In 1891, he established the Paraiyar Mahajana Sabha, which was later renamed the Adi Dravida
Mahajana Sabha in 1893.

« 378l 1891 H WAR HETSIA THT T TATIAT FI, fA 1893 F 31T gfag AgIerT o
A e |

* In October 1893, he founded the Tamil newspaper 'Paraiyan’, aimed at highlighting the issues
faced by the Depressed Classes.

« 3o6IoT 3T 1893 H TATHCT TR 'TI' T YRINT hT, [T e afea aaif &hr
AT Y 3TER ST AT

* The newspaper faced challenges, including a legal case in 1896, where Srinivasan was fined
%100 for his writings.
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*SH TSR HT HF YANIl BT HHAT AT ST, [SIT8 Teh 1896 T Flefall HIHI 811
iAo, fSTed AHATEA W 3osh oGl & T 2100 T SJATAT ST I=T7 AT

Participation in the Round Table Conferences (1930 & 1931)
38 ¢l FAelar (1930 3R 1931) H HRNGRY

* Srinivasan represented the Paraiyars in the First (1930) and Second (1931) Round Table
Conferences held in London, alongside Dr. B. R. Ambedkar.

« AT o IR FHASHT &1 Fi AT gger (1930) AR g@ER (1931) W3S e
AT Holgad H 3l ol 3. Hes & Iy TR

* At these conferences, he advocated for separate electorates and political representation for the
Depressed Classes, emphasizing their distinct identity and rights within the Indian polity.

« 5o TFEACT A 3ogial afd gait & foIv gush foaTae Asdil 3R T
gfafaftca $r #A@T &, 3R AR TST=d J 3T 36T g 3R AR !
@iferd T

* In 1932, Rettamalai Srinivasan, along with Dr. B. R. Ambedkar and M. C. Rajah, briefly joined

the board of the Servants of Untouchables Society, established by Mahatma Gandhi to work for
the upliftment of the Depressed Classes.

1932 #, YcerAds AfAarasT A 3t o, 3R, FasH IR A, Al & Ay Feaaw
HETcHT el a1 TS Sl & Adsh FASI & 1S 7 Higred §9 § enfde 8T,
TSI 3eCRT ga-puel dell HT 3T HIEAT ATl

* Despite this collaboration, Srinivasan had ideological differences with Gandhi, particularly on
the issue of separate electorates for the Depressed Classes.

S8 eI & davfe, AMiaras AR M & dr Ay &9 F g-Fae ol & fov
3T et Hsell o Heg W adies HAdde |

Political Involvement and Contributions

ToTelfaer HARNGRT 3R AR

Srinivasan served as a member of the Madras Legislative Council from 1923 to 1929, influencing
policies to safeguard the interests of the Depressed Classes.

AMfarad o7 1923 & 1929 d #AG AU IRV & TETT o ®T H HdT &I, ST8T 3ogiad
cd-ael gt & Rl T & & forw Afaat v genfaa fohan
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Formation of the Madras Province Scheduled Castes' Party (1936)
HEIH 9T Tgiad Sifd 9réf @1 araeT (1936)

In 1936, Srinivasan established the Madras Province Scheduled Castes' Party to politically
mobilize the Depressed Classes in the region.

1936 #, AMfAGTHA o1 &1 H gd-Fael qaN HT Asfellicleh T F HISA el & v
AT 9 g Sfd areh T T U191 |

In recognition of his services to the Depressed Classes, the British Government conferred upon
Srinivasan the titles of Rao Sahib in 1926, Rao Bahadur in 1930, and Diwan Bahadur in 1936.

go-ae gait & Gid 3R Qanst A Aar A, e avER o Aferarde w1926 7
g @R, 1930 # T 9gIeY, iR 1936 & &atel STy i UM Jele i

In 1940, he was honored as ‘Dravida Mani’ in a ceremony presided over by C. Rajagopalachari.
1940 #, 3¢ &Y. TSTNITATARY T IETGTAT H JASd Teh ARG H ‘gfds Afor &
31 & FeATfd fohar amm|

Ideological Stance on Religion and Identity

g 3R ggareT 9 d=RE giveenor

While Ambedkar declared his intent to renounce Hinduism in 1935, stating, "I was born as a
Hindu, | solemnly assure you that | will not die as a Hindu, Srinivasan maintained that the
Depressed Classes were not part of the Hindu fold, asserting, Depressed Classes are not in the
Hindu fold.

1935 #, 3 o fgg &d AWM I 3Tell HAT Sherdd Hld g’tfqosl,"s‘-‘f ffq & ®9 A
deT g AT, H IR THRAT F IRTET T g O H Eg F T A Ay FEm,”
STafeh NfATTHT ¥ Tg AAS g el & go-Faer a9 fig et o1 e =7t €

They are full-blooded Dravidian in race.

3 of @ o s i ¥ #)

Ayyankali
kie2 o)

Ayyankali was born on 28 August 1863 in Venganoor, a village in the princely state of Travancore
(present-day Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala).
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3T HT ST 28 HIEA 1863 T ATTURR T Teh RATH (TcTHT [T, He) & 1T 317 H g3
7|

He was the eldest of eight children in a family belonging to the Pulayar community, which was considered
‘'untouchable’ and faced severe social discrimination.

9% JeIRR Heerd @ & 3R 3716 Sl & §ed 93 9| g THET 3R AT Sielm AT 3R 37807 qrenfren
HeaTTa T HIHAT el AT

Socio-economic Status

aTfee-3nfis fufa

Despite the caste-based restrictions, Ayyankali's family owned 5 acres of land, a rare privilege for
Pulayars, granted by the landlord whom his father served as an 'Adiyalan' (bonded laborer).

StfeaTet Sfciselt & aTasye, 3rEFhTell & TRER & UrH 5 Ths §ff# &Y, Sl et o fow vep gofey faQmiiersr
oAT| 7 A 35 39 THIGR GaRT &1 318 oY, Sraehr Far 31 3ot e 313 arerer (9231 #orqy) & w9 7 )

Social Conditions in Travancore

AU H AT Tafa

During Ayyankali's time, the Pulayar community was subjected to systemic oppression:
ITTIHTRT oh AL, Tl HHCTY T FEATIT ScIgeT ohl HTHeAT el TS:

Denied access to public roads, temples, and educational institutions.

35 AIdaTeIe Ts, AT, 3R Vet Tt 1 saer 6 rgAfa 78t 4

Required to maintain a significant distance from upper-caste individuals.

3o¢ 3T Sl & Al @ gl S0 3@ & ol AT foham arm

Prohibited from wearing certain types of clothing or ornaments.

3 fIIY Yeh o & IT JMEIUI bl GgaTol & dfere |

Compelled to work as bonded laborers without rights to land ownership.

q ST HG o §9 & H1Y el o 0 [aaer & 3R 3+¢ A Farffica &1 ATUHR g7 27|

Path to Social Reform

AT YR $ feem 7 gara

Cultural Resistance: Ayyankali began his activism by organizing folk music and dance gatherings that

subtly protested against caste oppression. These gatherings fostered a sense of unity and resistance
among the Pulayars.

AIEpIcieh TTARIE: TGN & iteh T3t R Jcd AT o ATEIH & ST ScdiseT o Gelh Ficfshare
& i1 571 AT § GoRR T # Tehal 3R FfoRer i srae fawad g3

Formation of Advocacy Groups: He led groups that directly challenged upper-caste dominance,
sometimes resulting in confrontations. His leadership earned him titles like 'Urpillai' and ‘Moothapullai',

Page9
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meaning 'Leader of the Land' or 'Elder Leader'.

3R GogT &1 TSt 3opia1 U HHGT T aAcjed [l Tolegiol Ioal STIfral & Fefea ot Al Feitel &, foraar
efl-reft Tehera BT YT et | 3e7eh Aced & ToIv 3o 3TTeer 3R Fuiteer S surferar e, S 31
Bl & ‘${f& o1 AT I1 ‘aR™s Aar'|

Freedom of Movement and Social Defiance

3TeTele ST TaaFar 3R arEfore farer

In 1893, Ayyankali boldly challenged caste restrictions by riding a bullock cart (locally
known as Villuvandi) through public roads in Travancore, Kerala.

1893 &, 3TTeTeholl o ATAUIRNR, Hlel H AT ioieh HShI T AeaMST (FAENY & § Taeeasr
& G H ST ST ) TelThT STaTed Tl sl Hgaqdeh gaitcl 2Tl

At that time, such roads were reserved for upper castes, and lower castes like the
Pulayars were prohibited from using them.

39 GHY, Wl ! Y 3T STl o forw 3Rfatd o aram o, 3R gormeR S foreet
ST I 3T 3TN S & HAT fomam I 2am|

This act was a significant protest against caste-based discrimination and asserted the
right of the oppressed to access public spaces.

g H SAITA-3TeRe AeHTd & AT Teh AgeaqoT fagrer ar 3R 3 f3dl & ardsfas
FATAT o Ig % ITAHR I T e |

Education Reforms and the Sadhu Jana Paripalana Sangham (SJPS)

TRYGTT GU 3 AT SeT TRUTlAT HE (THAUTTH)

Recognizing the importance of education for social upliftment, Ayyankali founded the
Sadhu Jana Paripalana Sangham (SJPS) in 1907.

AIATTST Se2Tet & fAT fR18T & Fged @ AT §U, TTeTohell o1 1907 H AT SFef TRl
T (THSTIITH) Y FATIAT T |

The organization aimed to promote education among the Dalits and worked towards
establishing schools for them.

SH TS T 3E4T Sfclcll & ar<l FRAIST T dgTar &=1 AT 3R 3o7ah T Fepol AT FH¥at Y
T # &1t Fea o

Despite government orders in 1907 to admit children from "untouchable" castes into
schools, local officials often resisted.

1907 # "31EqRY" ST & STl Y Tholl H YA el oh TR TeRM & ddsfe, TA=T
TRRTRET & 3R SaeT e fama|

In response, Ayyankali organized a strike of agricultural laborers, marking one of the first
labor strikes in Kerala, to demand educational rights for the oppressed.

$HS STATe H, 3rTFeThell o1 hel H IcIfsdl & forw Afaven fHRT Hr AT 3 g0 H
AP ST §SATT ST AT [haT, ST AT FT gl ATHD 3Tl H J Uah A

Representation in the Sree Moolam Popular Assembly

A HeTH N og Femm & gfafafeea
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¢ In 1910, Ayyankali became a member of the Sree Moolam Popular Assembly (SMPA),
the legislative assembly of Travancore.

1910 #, 3ZTeTeholl ATAUTRI T AT TT, AT FHAH elleh ST FHT (THUAUIT) & Hedd e |

e His inclusion in the assembly marked a significant step towards political representation
for the Dalits and provided a platform to advocate for their rights at a legislative level.

HHT H 3oTehT AT BITT Gltdl o Tl AsTailicieh Sl feied T f&=mm 7 e Ageaqul had ar
3R 3¢ AU TR W 319 31TARRT S TehTeld Tl T HI YT haT|

Palm Sunday
qTH |3

e Palm Sunday commemorates Jesus Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem, an
event mentioned in all four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John).

T WS A AHE & fASaqdE TEAAH F JAA T TR0 Hl ¢, Fordl TRY FHATARY
(HH, AP, T, Je=71) | aToTd T I B
e It occurs on the Sunday before Easter.

Ig §FeT W g HT IRAR BT 8

According to the New Testament, when Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a donkey, crowds
greeted Him by:
AT AR & 3R, 59 Y MY T FaAR g JERAAH H T2 Il 8, Al 115 3eTeh 38 TR

AT LA B

e Laying down palm branches and cloaks on the road,

Hsah WX a8 & 9o 3R a8 fSoEr

e Shouting: “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
TE S §U: BT 4 § qE ST 93] & ATA { AT 81"
e This act symbolized victory, peace, and recognition of Jesus as the Messiah.

Ig e, anfay, 3R Ay =6 AEieT & & 7 ggars) 1 ol o)

Why Palms?
a1s & g F41?
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e Inancient Jewish tradition, palm branches were a symbol of victory and triumph.

yrelleT Igal ToRT 3, a5 & uer Rerar 3R aemerdr 1 gcfhh |

The use of palms in welcoming Jesus reflected:

A3 & FARTT A aT3 F el & 3YANT { T Seleha o

* Joy
« 3TeIg

* Hope for deliverance
* 3T Y e

* Celebration of the prophesied King
- #iasgamoft fFw 1T T=I F FERE

Significance in Christianity

§uTS U3 H Ageq

Palm Sunday initiates Holy Week, which includes:

U WS @ 9fdT Fearg (Holy Week) 1 31T 81l &, ToIae anfdver &

* Maundy Thursday (Last Supper)
- RISt 483 (3177 37159

* Good Friday (Crucifixion)

« IS WSS (P GV TSTIT S1T))

» Easter Sunday (Resurrection)

« $T WS (GoTocYTaA)

It reminds Christians of:
I STTSAT Y T TAIT HAT &

* The humility of Christ
- AHE &1 faeraar

* His sacrifice

« 37T AfeiTeT
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* The fulfillment of prophecy (Zechariah 9:9)
- srfarsraroft # qfet (77277 9:9)

Kerala temple opens sacred space to all sections

Previously restricted to specific communities, the inner quarter of the centuries-old Pilicode Rayaramangalam temple

in Kasaragod district has been opened to all sections of society for the first time following a reformist campaign

|GS PaperI: A&C

The Hindu Bureau
KASARAGOD

n a landmark move,
l devotees from all

communities entered
the nalambalam — the
sacred inner quarter — of
the centuries-old Pilicode
Rayaramangalam temple
in Kasaragod district of
Kerala for the first time,
ending restrictions based
on caste.

Previously restricted to
specific communities, the
sacred space in the temple
managed by the Malabar
Devaswom Board was
opened to all communities
following a campaign led
by a reformist
organisation.

Evolving norms: Devotees come out of the centuries-old Pilicode
Rayaramangalam temple in Kasaragod. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Around 8 a.m. on
Sunday, a day before the
Vishu festival, a group of
16 devotees stepped into
the inner quarter of the
temple. Others who had
gathered to witness the

moment followed,
marking a significant shift
in the temple’s practices.

K.V. Rajesh, a member
of the group, said that only
people from the Brahmin,
Marar, and Warrier

communities were allowed
to enter the space earlier.
Maniyani, Nair, Vaniya and
a few other communities
were allowed entry during
the festival period.

He said the initiative
spearheaded by the
reformist body Pilicode
Ninav Purush
Swayaamsahaya Sangham,
a men’s self-help group,
gained momentum with
its resolution advocating
for universal entry rights.
This was followed by the
formation of the Janakiya
Samithi, a people’s
committee comprising
socio-cultural and political
organisations, which
petitioned the Tantri (head
priest), State Devaswom

Minister V.N. Vasavan, and
the temple administrative
committee. While the
Tantri had responded that
worshippers could pray
near the inner quarter
without affecting rituals,
access into it came after
the festival ceremonies
concluded, he added.

The Janakiya Samithi
confirmed that the inner
quarter will remain open
to all devotees in the
coming days, reinforcing
that the change was not
symbolic, but permanent.

Sunday’s event is being
hailed as a moral and
cultural victory, a sign that
age-old rituals must evolve
with time to reflect
equality and inclusion.

Kerala Temple Opens Sacred Space to All Sections

Tl & AfeY o Y 91t & forw 9fds vy & @R @

Basic Explanation with Questions and Answers
He SATTHRY & | 92 31K 31
e What happened at the Pilicode Rayaramangalam temple?
RIS TAR#HTeH #ieT # 41 gam?

The inner quarter (nalambalam) of the centuries-old Pilicode Rayaramangalam

temple in Kasaragod, Kerala, was opened to all communities for the first time, ending

caste-based restrictions.
I & Frawns e # Rua Awst af et Rfves Tameres 7l & e e
(ATererd) I Ygell IR Tt Tt & fore @il aran, fored snfaere gfaeer AT g1 arg|

Who managed this temple?

SH AR FT YaUT FIeT FIaT §72
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The temple is managed by the Malabar Devaswom Board.

3 Al FT YaUT AAER ITETH a8 FIAT g |

Who was allowed to enter earlier?

qEe fhet oNaI Y waer dy argAfa 42

Earlier, only people from the Brahmin, Marar, and Warrier communities were allowed inside.
During festivals, some from Maniyani, Nair, and Vaniya communities were also allowed.

UE S Shaol FTEAT, AR, X AT THETT & w1l T &7 Taer T 3gAfc Y| AgRT & R o
AT, AR, 3R afOraR geerat @ off At & Sl o

What triggered this change?

50 RE Y eI F4 §8?

The change began with a reformist campaign led by a self-help group called
Pilicode Ninav Purush Swayaamsahaya Sangham.

I8 aRace s fAaa o7 Fa3 Ferdr 69 AHS U GURATE! §IMS & ddcd H Y&
gU rfaaTeT & 37|

What was the role of Janakiya Samithi?

SiTerehraT AT Fr syfarent Far i

The Janakiya Samithi, a people’s committee formed with socio-cultural and
political organisations, petitioned the Tantri (chief priest), the State Devaswom
Minister V.N. Vasavan, and the temple committee for universal access.

ST AIATA, S o wrepfas 3R Terefas Garssl i v st afafa g, 3 a6 (7T
YR, T Saread 7t f.oe. qurae, 3R AT werafas afafa o adamme waa
HIIT T I FTTeIhT T

When did the change happen?

Around 8 a.m. on Sunday, a group of 16 devotees entered the sacred space — a day
before the Vishu festival.

ar gag F9 8 791, Ty e @ v Rt 9ga, 16 sral 1 Ueh Fofg AT o ufaa vy
H gaer fear|

Was this a one-time change?

FIT I TF IR 1 AT 12

No, the Janakiya Samithi confirmed that the inner quarter will remain open
permanently to all devotees.
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oTet, SrTershrar AT o qife & o AT 1 3icwaiT o1rer 319 weft siqumepsit F forw vl &
¥ gelr g

Why is this event considered important?

Ig TTAT FAT AGeaqot ATell ST @Y 82

It is seen as a moral and cultural victory, showing that age-old rituals must change
over time to reflect equality and inclusion.

30 U Afde 3R wreg e sita AT 1 T, S SR § R et Rt ' &
Y Feel=ll TV Alieh 3 FATTAT 3R FATAAGT 7 g2t Feh|

During caste census in Karnataka, some desisted
from giving details, some did not know their caste

|GS Paper I: Society |

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

While the caste-wise popu-
lation identified in the So-
cio-Economic and Educa-
tional  Survey (caste
census) conducted by the
Karnataka State Commis-
sion for Backward Classes
had led to a furore, a small
percentage of the popula-
tion had either refused to
provide caste details dur-
ing the census or did not
know their caste to provide
the details.

A total of 73,399 fami-
lies, including 53,241 in ur-
ban areas, which account-
ed for about 2.53 lakh
(including 1.12 lakh wo-
men), or about 0.425%, of
the State population, re-

Fact sheet

Total projected population in 2015

Total population covered

People who refused to identify their castes

People who said they are ‘caste-free’

People not knowing their caste

6.35 crore
5.98 crore
2.53 lakh

1.34 lakh
1.94 lakh

Castes and communities that could not be identified 3,755

fused to identify their caste
during the enumeration,
show data available in the
survey report accepted by
the Cabinet on Friday.

The full report is yet to
be released by the govern-
ment, and it will be dis-
cussed at a special Cabinet
meeting on April 17.

As many as 35,845 fami-
lies, including 27,535 living

in urban areas, have stated
that they do not belong to
any caste or are ‘caste-
free’.

Their population is
pegged at 1.34 lakh or
about 0.225% of the State’s
enumerated population.

These data  have
emerged at a time when
caste groups are lobbying
to state that their numbers

have reduced or the names
of the castes have gone
wrong.

As many as 5.98 crore
people of about a project-
ed population of 6.35 crore
in Karnataka from about
1.35 crore households were
covered under the survey
conducted in 2015. The
survey is being seen as an
important document con-
taining data set that would
realign the political calcu-
lations as well as allow the
government to recalibrate
its focus on the popula-
tions that have continued
to not receive the reserva-
tion benefits.

About 52,272 families,
including 44,912 families in
urban areas, have marked
themselves under the “if at

all does not know the
caste” category, Their pop-
ulation is pegged at 1.94
lakh or about 0.324% of the
total population. Castes
and communities could
not be identified for 3,755
persons belonging to 967
households in the State.

Commission  sources
said that those who did not
reveal or did not have
castes are not part of the fi-
nal number calculated for
enumeration.

“Some people did not
know castes because of mi-
gration or due to nomadic
nature. Some castes were
not in the detailed list that
we had drafted. Moreover,
we cannot compel anyone
to provide details,” they
said.

During Caste Census in Karnataka, Some Desisted from
Giving Details, Some Did Not Know Their Caste

Fellceh A ST FANOTAT F SR F& A1 A AARRT S &

SAHR FFAT, F& el STy 781 i &
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Caste details not shared or unknown by a small percentage

12 fderd o o S1fa Y FATRRY AT &) AT I8 AT FT AT AT AT

e While the caste-wise population identified in the Socio-Economic and Educational
Survey (caste census) created a furore, a small percentage of people either refused
to share caste details or did not know their caste.

arATTorR- 3T 3 dfars wdator (Sfa S0 7 Snfa-ar SawEar H vgasT &
faraTe 3cuet g3, fehet a3 wferera eat 1 2 &Y SITfer iy TSR G A s v
e Ffe & R & g e 4

o Total 73,399 families refused caste identification
Fel 73,399 IRERT F snfer wgarer & fFar g

e About 73,399 families, including 53,241 from urban areas, refused to provide their

caste during enumeration. This accounts for about 2.53 lakh people (including 1.12
lakh women), which is approximately 0.425% of the State population.

AT 73,399 IRERY o, f5ia181 53,241 A8 &7 T 2, 01T F SRt FA1fa i ISR &
¥ SAPR THAT| Tg T 2.53 @ dren (FTH 1.12 o AfgTe enfaer §) &1 ufafafeea
YT 8, ST AT Y Fel HTHEAT HT AN 0.425% &

e Full report yet to be released

o The full report of the caste census is yet to be released by the government, and it will
be discussed in a special Cabinet meeting on April 17.

TFR TART ST SFTarorer hr Tt R arsft Sy w18t i a1$ 8, 3003 17 3nde 1 fdw
Ffate dow 7 Tt & forw T@r Jrwem|

e 35,845 families identified themselves as caste-free
35,845 9R&ERT & Gg Fr sfafgier aarar

o About 35,845 families, including 27,535 from urban areas, stated that they either do

not belong to any caste or are caste-free. Their population is estimated at 1.34 lakh,
around 0.225% of the State’s enumerated population.

ST 35,845 qREART &, {78 & 27,535 @ AT A &, arar & 3 ar ar frdY sfay & 78t
T3 & I SFATAENT § | SThT STTEEAT ofaTsHaT 1.34 ATE 3HTehT 915 &, St U Y Fef it 7§

JTETEY T AT 0.225% & |
o Data emerges amid caste group lobbying
ST GHE! F GaTd F i Ig AHTHS qHAA T

e This data comes at a time when caste groups are lobbying, claiming their numbers
have reduced or that their caste names were recorded incorrectly.

Ig Hehs 38 THY TIH 31T & ST AT HHE e &raT I ¢ & foh SaTsht A1 FH @
1§ & 7 3TN S & A e &of gu B

e Survey covered 5.98 crore people from 1.35 crore households

FdeTor H 1.35 FUZ WT A 5.98 FAZ Alei Y enfdrer fFam aram
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e The survey, conducted in 2015, covered 5.98 crore people out of a projected population
of 6.35 crore, from about 1.35 crore households.

2015 ® FIT T $H FI&TT H AT 6.35 FUF AT FTAHEAT H § 5.98 FNF @r, 5T
SIS 1.35 &3 IRERT 4 &, enfder fohe arv)

e Survey considered key for policy realignment
A gor-wEe F fov 7 F Agcaqut AT AT @RI
e The caste survey is seen as an important document that can realign political

strategies and allow the government to refocus welfare efforts on those not receiving
reservation benefits.

STIfeT HETOT T Ueh Hgea Ul GEcTdST AT 1T 16T 5, Sl Asteii i ToTfaal HY ga:
STafeYd X Gehdl § AR TSR T 37 G911 I FEATOTHRY ISTATT g Hat by Giarem
a1 foieg 3MTeTor ot 7 A @ &

o 52,272 families didn’t know their caste

52,272 RERT F 379 ST FT AT T8t o7

e About 52,272 families, including 44,912 from urban areas, marked themselves under
the "don’t know caste" category. Their population is estimated at 1.94 lakh, or about
0.324% of the total population.

ST 52,272 IRERY, fSeT8 § 44,912 el 4=t A 8, 71 e, &1 "Snfa A€t St Sofr A

FETcT TohaT| SeTehT STTEEaT oeTsteT 1.94 AT §, SiY FT STAHEAT HT SIS 0.324% &
o Caste not identified for 3,755 persons
3,755 sqfFdaT F STt T IgdTeT AGT g Fehr

o Caste details could not be identified for 3,755 persons belonging to 967 households in
the State.

T & 967 IRART & 3,755 safedadl 1 i $Hr ggar 61 & Fehl|
e Reasons for missing caste details explained by Commission
AT EART AT STAHRY o Gt & FROT AT AT

¢ Commission sources explained that people did not reveal caste details due to
migration, nomadic lifestyle, or because their castes were not on the list. They
added, “We cannot compel anyone to give their caste.”

3TRET o AT o ST o Fo A9 o Jar, gAe shaardtel, a1 e snfaat &1 gt J a
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Chaityabhoomi in Dadar is closely connected to Dr. Ambedkar’s life
and legacy, and witness massive footfall. EMMANUAL YOGINI

Chaityabhoomi,
Deekshabhoomi ready
for Ambedkar Jayanti

GS Paper I:
Prominent
Personalities

Preparations are in full
swing at Mumbai’s Chai-
tyabhoomi and Nagpur’s
Deekshabhoomi, ahead of
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s birth
anniversary on Monday,
with lakhs of followers ex-
pected to gather and pay
homage to the architect of
the Indian Constitution.
Authorities in both ci-
ties have ramped up secur-
ity and civic arrangements,

anticipating large crowds.
Chaityabhoomi in Dadar
and Deekshabhoomi in
Nagpur are closely con-
nected to Dr. Ambedkar’s
life and legacy and witness
massive footfall every year
on April 14.

Cultural programmes
and public addresses are
scheduled . Local adminis-
trations have appealed to
visitors to cooperate with
authorities to ensure a
peaceful and respectful ob-
servance of the occasion.

Chaityabhoomi,
Deekshabhoomi Ready for
Ambedkar Jayanti

3asET A & forw Aeef@,
SraTms A IR

Preparations are in full swing at
Mumbai’s Chaityabhoomi and
Nagpur’s Deekshabhoomi ahead of
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s birth
anniversary on Monday.

HIHAIR FI 31, dt. AR HAsHFT Y ST
¥ ggd Hag A A3 3R g H
dramarfar 7 AR ART R F

. Lakhs of followers are expected to gather
to pay homage to the architect of the Indian
Constitution.

HRAT wfauTe & ReTsR i sgurerfer & &
T aa gt & Tehd glet &l HHTEAT B |

. Authorities in both cities have increased
security and civic arrangements, anticipating
large crowds.

gl ARt & TR = 83 T €A H 1@ g
&t 3R aArrRe giaensit & ger fear g |

e Chaityabhoomi in Dadar and Deekshabhoomi in Nagpur are closely linked to Dr.
Ambedkar’s life and legacy.

aTe Y Aeapfdr 31 AT Fr rameyfA, ST, Az F et 3t Forwa & EwS T I
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e These places witness massive footfall every year on April 14.

14 319 T §T AT 57 Tl I HRY otz ST STy B

e Cultural programmes and public addresses are scheduled to mark the occasion.

$H I W AFFas FEFA R TFTGHC 3N &1 18 &

Local administrations have appealed to visitors to cooperate with authorities for a peaceful
and respectful observance.

T AT o1 3T F AFAQOT 3R FFATeToIeTa ATt & o0 TRImeeT & 61T WE AT FHdet
1 31der Y B 1T FHTAT T # JreTAT & ST o

What triggered this change?
9 IRade 1 eyan?rﬁgé?

The change began with a reformist campaign led by a self-help group called
Pilicode Ninav Purush Swayaamsahaya Sangham.

Ig aRace s fAaa o7 Fa3 Ferdr 6 AHS U GURAT NS & ddcd H Y&
gU rfaaTeT & 37|

What was the role of Janakiya Samithi?

StTerehraT AT Fr syfarenT F7ar i

The Janakiya Samithi, a people’s committee formed with socio-cultural and
political organisations, petitioned the Tantri (chief priest), the State Devaswom
Minister V.N. Vasavan, and the temple committee for universal access.

STTRIAT AIATA, ST o wrepfas 3R Terefas Garsal i v s afafa g, 2 af (7T
Yo, T A 7t Y. oe. qurae, 3R AT werafas afafa o adamme waa &
HIIT T I F1Trehr & |

When did the change happen?

Around 8 a.m. on Sunday, a group of 16 devotees entered the sacred space — a day
before the Vishu festival.

IR gag #3 8 7o, Y R ¥ v e 98, 16 el 1 U T Hie o ufas vuer
H gaer faa|
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Was this a one-time change?

FI1 I T IR 1 AT 12

No, the Janakiya Samithi confirmed that the inner quarter will remain open

permanently to all devotees.
oTet, StTerhrar WfAfer & qite dr o AT 1 3wt a1mer 319 Wl siquepsit & forw vt &
@ gor g

Why is this event considered important?

Ig AT FII Ageaqor ATl ST 16T 82

It is seen as a moral and cultural victory, showing that age-old rituals must change
over time to reflect equality and inclusion.

38 U Afae 3 wieg T Sl AT 517 T 8, S T ¢ 5 et siuwsi  we
HTY FEoleTT AT difeh I HATAT 3R TATARIET F g21f TF|

During caste census in Karnataka, some desisted
from giving details, some did not know their caste

|GS Paper I: Society |

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

While the caste-wise popu-
lation identified in the So-
cio-Economic and Educa-
tional  Survey (caste
census) conducted by the
Karnataka State Commis-
sion for Backward Classes
had led to a furore, a small
percentage of the popula-
tion had either refused to
provide caste details dur-
ing the census or did not
know their caste to provide
the details.

A total of 73,399 fami-
lies, including 53,241 in ur-
ban areas, which account-
ed for about 2.53 lakh
(including 1.12 lakh wo-
men), or about 0.425%, of
the State population, re-

Fact sheet

Total projected population in 2015

Total population covered

People who refused to identify their castes

People who said they are ‘caste-free’

People not knowing their caste

6.35 crore
5.98 crore
2.53 lakh

1.34 lakh
1.94 lakh

Castes and communities that could not be identified 3,755

fused to identify their caste
during the enumeration,
show data available in the
survey report accepted by
the Cabinet on Friday.

The full report is yet to
be released by the govern-
ment, and it will be dis-
cussed at a special Cabinet
meeting on April 17.

As many as 35,845 fami-
lies, including 27,535 living

in urban areas, have stated
that they do not belong to
any caste or are ‘caste-
free’.

Their population is
pegged at 1.34 lakh or
about 0.225% of the State’s
enumerated population.

These data have
emerged at a time when
caste groups are lobbying
to state that their numbers

have reduced or the names
of the castes have gone
wrong.

As many as 5.98 crore
people of about a project-
ed population of 6.35 crore
in Karnataka from about
1.35 crore households were
covered under the survey
conducted in 2015. The
survey is being seen as an
important document con-
taining data set that would
realign the political calcu-
lations as well as allow the
government to recalibrate
its focus on the popula-
tions that have continued
to not receive the reserva-
tion benefits.

About 52,272 families,
including 44,912 families in
urban areas, have marked
themselves under the “if at

all does not know the
caste” category, Their pop-
ulation is pegged at 1.94
lakh or about 0.324% of the
total population. Castes
and communities could
not be identified for 3,755
persons belonging to 967
households in the State.

Commission  sources
said that those who did not
reveal or did not have
castes are not part of the fi-
nal number calculated for
enumeration.

“Some people did not
know castes because of mi-
gration or due to nomadic
nature. Some castes were
not in the detailed list that
we had drafted. Moreover,
we cannot compel anyone
to provide details,” they
said.

During Caste Census in Karnataka, Some Desisted from
Giving Details, Some Did Not Know Their Caste
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gIHR fRaT, F& el Sifar gt Sirera &

Caste details not shared or unknown by a small percentage

1S gyfderd o o S1fa Y FATTRRY 78T &) AT I8 AT FT AT AT AT

e While the caste-wise population identified in the Socio-Economic and Educational
Survey (caste census) created a furore, a small percentage of people either refused
to share caste details or did not know their caste.

arTToR- 3T 3 dfars wdator (Sfa S0 7 Snfa-ar SawEar S vgasT &
ﬁaﬁs?qﬁrgaﬂ, eifeheT 413 wfaera oliert & a7 ar Sfa Y ATHRT & & sARR T a1
3r9ett Sifa & AR & ¢ e o

e Total 73,399 families refused caste identification
Fel 73,399 URARY F snfer wgamer @ fmam g

e About 73,399 families, including 53,241 from urban areas, refused to provide their

caste during enumeration. This accounts for about 2.53 lakh people (including 1.12
lakh women), which is approximately 0.425% of the State population.

AT 73,399 RERY o, fSa781 53,241 M &7 T A, 01T F SR siifay i Frwiy &
¥ 3APR THAT| Jg T 2.53 A e (FTa 1.12 o@ AfgaTe enfaer §) &1 ufafafeea

YT 8, ST AT Y Fel HAHEAT HT AT 0.425% &

e Full report yet to be released
o e arsht o e g}

o The full report of the caste census is yet to be released by the government, and it will
be discussed in a special Cabinet meeting on April 17.

TIHR @RI SA1fer Serarorerr AT g RO reft s w1t v 78 8, 31k 50 17 3rdker =1 faery
Ffate dos 7 Tt & forw T@r STem|

e 35,845 families identified themselves as caste-free
35,845 9R@aRt & gg #r sfafger aarar

o About 35,845 families, including 27,535 from urban areas, stated that they either do

not belong to any caste or are caste-free. Their population is estimated at 1.34 lakh,
around 0.225% of the State’s enumerated population.

SIITHIT 35,845 YRERT =, S & 27,535 Ugd 817 A &, TaTm o6 T 7 At fovlY hfer @ =gt
T3 & I TR & | SThT STTHEAT ofaTsHaT 1.34 ATE 3HTehT 915 &, St T Y Fef it 78
HTETEY T FAIHA 0.225% &1

e Data emerges amid caste group lobbying
ST §HE! & GaTd F ST Ig AHTHS FHAA T

e This data comes at a time when caste groups are lobbying, claiming their numbers
have reduced or that their caste names were recorded incorrectly.
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Ig Hehs 38 THY TIHA 31T & ST ST HHE T ST Y ¢ & foh IaTeht A1 i fearg
aT§ ¥ o 3T STt & A e gt gu ¥

e Survey covered 5.98 crore people from 1.35 crore households
FEETOT 7 1.35 FUS TR A 5.98 FAS A1 Y enfdrer fFam aram

e The survey, conducted in 2015, covered 5.98 crore people out of a projected population
of 6.35 crore, from about 1.35 crore households.

2015 # FTT 7T $H FI&TT H ITATTAA 6.35 FUF AT FAHEAT H § 5.98 FNF @, 51
SIS 1.35 3 IRERT 4 §, enfaer fohw arv)

e Survey considered key for policy realignment
A Tor-w@eT & forw a9 &t Ageaqot AT AT/
e The caste survey is seen as an important document that can realign political

strategies and allow the government to refocus welfare efforts on those not receiving
reservation benefits.

STIfe H&TOT T Ueh Hgca Ul GEcTdST AT 1T 16T 5, Sl Asteii i IoTaal HY e
SIafeUd Y Hehell § X ATHR I 3e7 q9ll IR FeATOTRRY FISTATC HigeT Fler h giaem
&I TSieg HTETOT T8 18] AT W &

o 52,272 families didn’t know their caste

52,272 IRERT FT 3190 ST T AT AT AT

e About 52,272 families, including 44,912 from urban areas, marked themselves under
the "don’t know caste" category. Their population is estimated at 1.94 lakh, or about
0.324% of the total population.

aTsaT 52,272 IRERY, fSieTa & 44,912 ered &=t @ €, 2 ge o1 "nfay w1t e Sofr A

FITEAT TR | SoTehT SITTHEAT SETR1eT 1.94 ST 8, ST Frel SIAHEAT T ST 0.324% ¢
e Caste not identified for 3,755 persons

3,755 sqfFddl $r STt T IgdTeT AGT &Y Tehr

o Caste details could not be identified for 3,755 persons belonging to 967 households in
the State.

I & 967 IRART & 3,755 cTTFAAN 6T STy T IgdTeT A6l aT Tehl|
e Reasons for missing caste details explained by Commission
AT EART AT STAHRY o Gt & FROT AT AT

¢ Commission sources explained that people did not reveal caste details due to
migration, nomadic lifestyle, or because their castes were not on the list. They
added, “We cannot compel anyone to give their caste.”

3TN & AT o ST % HT ol o Jarw, g sitaerdtelt, o7 a7 snforat &1 gt & o
BT S RO A SATfeY T SATAhRY AgT &T| 361t hel, “§H fohdll T ST Il & forw
HTGR AeT T Hehel |”
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1. Kerala will seek to have pending Bills deemed as passed
HTol dfad TSR FY IR ATA T ART ST

2. Pause, Review, and Repeal Amendment to the RTI Act:
Ramesh urges Vaishnaw

AT F HAFR HfAfaas & g Fr A%, Ior: Falam
3R fATET FY: A A dsurg F 31mre R

3. SC Sub-Categorisation into 3 Groups Takes Effect in
Telangana from Today

AT 7 3T @ AT Sfaat &7 ofier At & Iugefiaor
qHTT

4. CAG Must Probe How Government Policies Aided Oil
Companies: Congress

Hes 1 Jg T FE! arfee fd wer Hr Aifadr s aa
aferdil 1 & ofTst TgaTT. Hidw

5. Cooperative Movement Was ‘Almost Dead’ Before Modi
Govt., Says Shah
$TIH TIHR W Tg AEHRT ATCTeleT ST AT THT AT, ATE
I 7ol

6. Undertake Survey to Assess MGNREGS Effectiveness:
Panel
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HAWIT T FHATTAITAT FT 3Thelel Flat & TIT FS&T0T F3at Y
e Ysrer

7. India, Africa Maritime Engagement Exercise Begins off
Tanzania Coast

$TRCT-3TSHIRT TG AT TSI € I AT FIHT

8. A Governor’s Conduct and a Judgment of Significance

AYTel T HTEROT 3R T Ageaqor faota

9. Adding a French Touch to India’s Olympic Dream

Kerala will seek to
have pending Bills
deemed as passed

!GS PaEer IIl: Polity
. S

KOCHI

Armed with the Supreme
Court’s landmark judg-
ment on Bills kept pending
by the Governors and the
President, Kerala is set to
contend in the top court
that all the Bills pending
with the President be
deemed as passed.

The Supreme Court last
week deemed Bills kept
pending by Tamil Nadu Go-
vernor R.N. Ravi to have re-
ceived assent. Kerala will
approach the Supreme
Court next month seeking
similar relief.

The Supreme Court had
ruled that the prolonged
refusal of Mr. Ravi to give
assent to the Bills was “ille-
gal” and “erroneous in
law”.

Kerala had earlier ap-
proached the top court
against similar acts of
former Governor Arif Mu-
hammad Khan. It had also
moved the court against
President Droupadi Mur-

The State is set to
contend in the top
court that the action
of former Governor
on some Bills was
‘erroneous in law’

mu’s act of withholding as-
sent to a few Bills.

Kerala will contend that
the Bills pending with Ms.
Murmu, including those
for which she had withheld
assent, be deemed as
passed since the very act of
the Governor sitting on
them and later referring
them to the President was
“erroneous in law”. The
State will also highlight the
fact that the President had
assigned no reasons for
withholding consent for
the Bills.

The SC, legal experts
pointed out, had made it
clear that the President
would be required to as-
sign clear and detailed rea-
sons while withholding as-
sent to a Bill.

HR & efas U & B et

Kerala will seek to have pending Bills
deemed as passed

&I dfad OIS FY IR AT Y AT
LI

Armed with the Supreme Court’s landmark
judgment on Bills kept pending by the
Governors and the President, Kerala is set to
argue in the top court that all the Bills pending
with the President be deemed as passed.

Tegrell 3 Tegafar gan «fed @ v gt

T PAHIA FIE F AT hael F IJUR W, Fo
ofi sreTera & 98 aF 3o fF Teeufa & g faa
w3 fatraent & aia AT SITw|

. The Supreme Court last week deemed Bills kept
pending by Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi to have received
assent.

oo geare e FIE A affiaeg F Teaarer JR.oa. I garr
afaa @ v fdaet & Ay wred A
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o Kerala will approach the Supreme Court next month seeking similar relief.
FT IS AR FHA FIE FT TG FL 3 Tl & Wgar A

e The Supreme Court had ruled that the prolonged refusal of Mr. Ravi to give assent to
the Bills was "illegal" and "erroneous in law".

goier &I o Ig fAoTe feam o At T garT fadgen! sl Al & ¥ SNMAR FAHR HIAT
g 3w A g ¥

o Kerala had earlier approached the top court against similar acts of former Governor
Arif Muhammad Khan.
¥ Tger Y IF TSI IRE AgFaAg T F W § Fedl & [@emw Foler FI1E a1 Ioh1 81

e It had also moved the court against President Droupadi Murmu’s act of withholding
assent to a few Bills.

el o Ho Tatgen! o Isgufer ghad 79 garT Folt Asvet F F o (Wl 8 3rereld &
ITTIeRT ETI 1 2T |

o Kerala will contend that the Bills pending with Ms. Murmu, including those for which
she had withheld assent, be deemed as passed.

T Ig % &I o Tregafar 7 F o e weft fadaes, foier 0¥ 3egia) A g &Y,
TR A F1T|

o The State will argue that the act of the Governor sitting on the Bills and later
referring them to the President was “erroneous in law”.

T g 41 o &I foh Trsaarer ganT fadel &1 Ul 3T a1 # 3¢ Isgufa & o
AT "Fefe H FReqor |

e The State will also highlight that the President had assigned no reasons for
withholding assent to the Bills.

T Ig 31 3SR T o Trogufer F RAdrent &t At F & &1 H1§ FROT AT T

e Legal experts pointed out that the Supreme Court has made it clear that the President
must give clear and detailed reasons while withholding assent.

el TSl & S o Foiler Fe & Fase B & B aegafa @ wspl & & Fr Rufa 7
Fve A faega FROT IqT g
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Pause, review, and repeal
amendment to the RTI Act:
Ramesh urges Vaishnaw

GS PaEer II: RTI Act

NEW DELHI

In a letter to Union Infor-
mation Technology Minis-
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Sunday, Congress Rajya
Sabha member Jairam Ra-
mesh warned that the pro-
posed amendment to the
Right to Information Act,
2005, would have a “devas-
tating” effect on the tran-
sparency law. He urged Mr.
Vaishnaw to “pause, re-
view, and repeal” the
change.

The letter was in res-
ponse to Mr. Vaishnaw’s as-
surance to an earlier letter
by Mr. Ramesh, in which
the Congress leader had
expressed concern over
Section 44 (3) of the Digital
Personal Data Protection
(DPDP) Act, 2023, which
would place a blanket ban
on sharing any “personal
information” with RTI
applicants.

Mr. Vaishnaw had res-
ponded to Mr. Ramesh,
saying that the amend-
ment was aimed at pre-
venting “misuse” of the
law, and the information
that is specifically required
to be disclosed (such as sal-
aries of public officials)
would remain accessible.

Four points
Making four points by way
of a counter-response to
the Minister, Mr. Ramesh
said: “I would therefore
strongly again urge you to
pause, review, and repeal
the amendment made to
the RTI Act, 2005. As you
would have seen, this issue
has also exercised a broad
spectrum of people from
civil society, academics,
and political parties.”
Along with Mr. Ramesh,

Address
Email Id

Q The judgment

(Puttaswamy v. Union

of India) reinforces that

safeguarding personal privacy
and promoting institutional

transparency are not
mutually exclusive but
are jointly essential
JAIRAM RAMESH

Congress general secretary

130 Opposition MPs have
signed another letter de-
manding a reversal of the
amendment.

Civil society groups
voiced concerns regarding
the amendment, which
would strike out all but the
first six words in Section
8(1)(j), which exempts “in-
formation which relates to
personal information the
disclosure of which has no
relationship to any public
activity or interest, or
which would cause unwar-
ranted invasion of the pri-
vacy of the individual un-
less” officials are
convinced that the “larger
public interest justifies the
disclosure of such informa-
tion: Provided that the in-
formation which cannot be
denied to the Parliament
or a State Legislature shall
not be denied to any
person”.

Thanking the Union Mi-
nister for his response, Mr.
Ramesh said, “I now wish
to make four points.”

“First, Section 3 of the
DPDP Act, 2023, cited in
your letter as protecting
disclosures under the RTI
Act 2005, is wholly irrele-
vant since Section 8(1) of
the RTI Act, 2005 itself has
been amended drastically,”
he said. “Section 3 of the

e

DPDP Act will now only
protect disclosures as per
the amended RTI Act,
which exempts all perso-
nal information from being
accessible.”

Second, the operation
of the RTI Act, 2005 — in-
formed by several judg-
ments by the Supreme
Court and various High
Courts — has demonstrated
that the law is able to with-
hold the disclosure of per-
sonal information which
has no relationship to any
public activity or public in-
terest, Mr. Ramesh said.

Third, the deletion of
the proviso in Section 8(1)
of the RTI Act which recog-
nises the citizens’ right to
information as being at par
with that of legislators is
“completely unwarrant-
ed”, the Congress general
secretary said in the letter
to Mr. Vaishnaw. “In fact,
that proviso is applicable
not just to the personal in-
formation exemption, but
all exemptions in Section
8(1) of the RTI Act, 2005.”

“Fourth, you mention
the Puttaswamy judgment
of the Supreme Court.
Please do remember that
nowhere in this judgment
is it mentioned that the RTI
Act, 2005 itself needs to be
amended.”

Pause, Review, and
Repeal Amendment to
the RTI Act: Ramesh
urges Vaishnaw

oo & HOFR A0 fags
FHET #Y AR AT +1
IAY o Isorg F 3T fRaT

In aletter to Union IT
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
on Sunday, Congress Rajya
Sabha MP Jairam Ramesh
warned that the proposed
amendment to the Right to
Information (RTI) Act, 2005
would have a “devastating”
impact on the law.

AR & Fdr gae
gleaifareht 7=l 3rfRaed dvora
) fo@ 99 & FREIW T T
HIHE TIUH ALY  AdTgat &
& e & sfewR s,
2005 A FEATTAT WRATErT T
FelsT W “FaaRsRy” goma
39|

e He urged Mr. Vaishnaw to "pause,
review, and repeal" the amendment.

3egiat it dvorg F 5 VA, FHET
F IR AT T FT 3AE FATI
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e The letter was in response to Mr. Vaishnaw’s earlier assurance to Ramesh’s
previous letter expressing concern over Section 44(3) of the Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023.

Ig 9 st 35019 F 37 IMETE F TG F o7, 57 2 Wer F Ao 97 ¥ 2wy ar e
it R3fSreer safFaera Ser wwator srffAwe, 2023 #Y 4RT 44(3) Fr AFT AT qFT Y
Y|

e Section 44(3) would place a blanket ban on sharing any “personal information”
with RTI applicants.

RT 44(3) o=l & HfAFR g #1 fFH off R it " cafadaara SeaR Jm= F3 )
qoT gfareer aem 33t

e Mr. Vaishnaw had said the amendment was to prevent “misuse” of the law, and
certain data like public officials’ salaries would still be available.

#it dvora 7 FET AT B Ig FANT FET F "GEIAT H AFA & fAw R, 3 A iRt
& et St ST areft off wereer wEaM

e Four Points by Jairam Ramesh
SIHA AT F AR dF

e Mr. Ramesh responded with four counter-points, urging again to pause, review,
and repeal the amendment.

it e & TR 7Ew Riga & wryr e R ik v ar e & sutue 7 A, aeften
e 3R TARTT F F1 3mrE fRaT|

e He said this issue has affected a broad spectrum of civil society, academics, and
political parties.

3eglel el % Ig HegT AR FATer, franfae sk oo gel & saras a9t 1 yenfaa

FT @RI
e Along with Mr. Ramesh, 130 Opposition MPs have signed another letter
demanding reversal of the amendment.

Y TYer & /T 130 fyuaf Fwe) o v 3T 97 97 gEanai v §, o weiee S arw
A A AT Hr g g

o Civil Society’s Concern
AR AT Y Rar

o Civil society groups raised concern that the amendment would strike out all but
the first six words in Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act.

AT WHATS Fg! o R sraré o g geieer 3RS srferfarer i amr 8(1)()
YRIAT BF el F B3 AV T a1 ger o)

e This section currently exempts personal information from disclosure unless
public interest justifies it, and ensures such info cannot be denied to the public if
it cannot be denied to Parliament or a State Legislature.

IT URT SATFANT ATAFRT Y T Al § G A [ SAeTfodd 7 SHRT GoATHT ST o 8, 3
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Ig glaftaa Fct ¢ & Il 18 st g a1 o Rreureas @ w@t garg s w9,
39 et safara & oft gt g s wewan
e Point One: On Section 3 of DPDP Act
ggen g fdd AR Hrarr 3 w

e Mr. Ramesh said Section 3 of DPDP Act, 2023, cited by the Minister, is irrelevant
now because Section 8(1) of the RTI Act itself has been drastically amended.

i @er A w1 & #7: gar sfeaf@a AdESdh srfafaae i awr 3 39 vl § F=9ife
IS HAATA Y grT 8(1) F 73R T A FNfAT Far raw

e He added that Section 3 will only protect disclosures under the amended RTI,
which now exempts all personal information.

3egier SivsT o 319 4T 3 Fae FANfAT IRAITE F doa Garal Hr @ FM, St 3w woit
AN AAFHY FY T et B

e Point Two: RTI Act has withstood Judicial Scrutiny
ga g 3medismé siftfors =nfs weien @ saw

e Mr. Ramesh said Supreme Court and High Court judgments have already shown

that the RTI Act can withhold personal information that has no link to public
activity or interest.

it T F e fr goler ¢ 3R 35T FarTeEt & fotat & wose @ amdend sffaae
Tge ¥ &) 37 AP AT F Aot H HaTH § a1 ardofas afafRfer arsafea @
FIE T AL B

e Point Three: Deletion of Proviso is Unwarranted
e &g 39arFT #1 ge sgRa §

e He said the deletion of the proviso in Section 8(1), which gives citizens the same
right to information as legislators, is completely unwarranted.

3egiet FgT fO ORI 8(1) F 3UATHT HY FEIAT, SiT ARSI Y FAUTIHT & HATT =TT T
HTOPR 2T &, T e A IR B

e This proviso applies not just to personal information, but to all exemptions under
Section 8(1).

IE 3YATET Fad A TFANd TSR W & 781, afow URT 8(1) Fr wft el W oy B B
e Point Four: Misinterpretation of Puttaswamy Judgment
dter g qeermarH favky i srera sarear

o He pointed out that the Puttaswamy judgment does not recommend amending the

RTI Act.
3egiat gara i qeerear faohr F wet off 3mdians srffaaer F wateer F3= iy R
g1 M R
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Central Information Commission (CIC)

FE g« 3T (CIC)

The Central Information Commission (CIC) is a statutory body established under the Right to
Information (RTI) Act, 2005, effective from October 12, 2005.

FE gIT AT (CIC) U dunfaw e § o8 gaam &1 affsr (RTI) arfafaae, 2005 &
ded T fohar Iram, St 12 3rergaT 2005 8 FaTeT g3

Its primary role is to act upon complaints from individuals who have been unable to submit

either due to the absence of such officers or their refusal to accept the application.

Sl AET F14 31 Afaadl HT AFRal I FREs FATe S 6 FE a1 ToT diF Fgaerr
FfUFR FT G T AT A & UIT, ARG TE HAFIRAT T Jeaeretar & HROT g1 AT 3eTh
AT FTHIPR FIA F FARR Fld o HROT|

The jurisdiction of the Commission extends over all Central Public Authorities.

3T 1 HfAER a7 @l Fdr et it aw el g3 B

Composition of the Commission

AT H G=T

e One Chief Information Commissioner (CIC).
TH AET AT JGFd (CIC)I

¢ Not more than ten Information Commissioners (ICs).
ORI &H FEAT T (ICs)l

Appointment Process: The President of India appoints the CIC and ICs based on the
recommendations of a committee consisting of:

fagfaa uftean: sma & wsgufa garr v wfafa @ e cic 3k 1cs & g &
STl &, orae enfaer &

e The Prime Minister as the Chairperson.
THTAHAT HTATT o HEFeT o &9 H|
e The Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha.
AFaHT # R{uar &
e A Union Cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime Minister.

TUAHA! G@RT AfAT 0F Farg AfAsHET J30

information requests to a Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer,
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Eligibility Criteria:
IRIAT AES:

Appointees should be individuals of eminence in public life with extensive knowledge and
experience in fields such as law, science and technology, social service, management, journalism,
mass media, or administration and governance.

frgea =afFa wrdefas Saa & gfaffsa gt 3l 3¢ Fea, e 3k diefard, amfes
AT, Y, TAHIRGAT, TATIR AT FAHA AR AT S &1 F cqr9eh A1 3R 3gerd gl

They should not be Members of Parliament or Members of the Legislature of any State or Union
Territory, hold any other office of profit, be connected with any political party, or carry on any
business or pursue any profession.

3 wige, Bl Uo7 g afAd veer Y RUEHHT F TS, a1 & R 397 g uT, Rt
Toifa® g ¥ Hagy, a1 fFdl Saqur a1 92 # Feea 61 gl d1ev|

Tenure and Service Conditions

FrF 3R qar ad

Term Duration: Initially, under the RTI Act of 2005, the CIC and ICs held office for a term of
five years or until they attained the age of 65 years, whichever was earlier.

However, the Right to Information (Amendment) Act, 2019 revised this provision, and the term is
now determined by the Central Government.

FRIGTT 6 3G e 7, RTI 3WAIH 2005 F dgd, CIC 31X I1Cs &7 FRIeTT I 99 T 65
a§ A HY aF (S o Tgel g1 aF il

AftheT RTI (W) 3fRAATH, 2019 & dgd 58 TNAT fRam 37 3R 319 FIF Fg TWHER
garr fauRa fhar ST &

If the CIC or ICs are receiving any pension from previous government service, their pay is
reduced by the amount of that pension.

I CIC a1 ICs Y Ugel T TIHRT FaT & F1$ Yol AT W@ &, dF 39T ddd 39 92T $r
afr T FA FT fe7m ST B

Retirement from Parent Service: Upon appointment, if the CIC or ICs were serving in the
Central or State Government, they are deemed to have retired from that service with effect from
the date of their appointment.

A qa1 § Qarfaghe: FIFT & FFT A CIC A ICs F5 A7 TsT TR # da1 # @ &, A
3¢ fgfFa #1 fafr & 3w da1 & arfaga AT S 2
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Removal Procedures

gore A gfshare

The President can remove the Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) or any Information
Commissioner (IC) under the following circumstances:

Tegufa AEfafea aRfEufaat & g o= 3y (CIC) a1 et o gaem 3mgaa (IC) &
8T Thd &

* Proven Misbehavior or Incapacity: After an inquiry conducted by the Supreme Court, if
the Court reports that the CIC or IC should be removed on such grounds.

- s gedagr AT JraTHaT: Jfe FHleT FIE @RI AT 915 ST o S1e Ig RArE & el & fob CIC ar
IC Y 3H TR W AT SATAT AT

» Specific Grounds for Removal:

« o & fafarse 3marR:

o If adjudged insolvent.

o Ife Tordl 1 feaferar ef¥e feharm s 81|

o Conviction of an offense involving moral turpitude.

o Ife Afaw gaer & Gafa rdt 3rarrer 7 anft sgIr a3 gt

0 Engaging in any paid employment outside the duties of the office during the term.

0 FRIHTC o ERTeT HIATCIT o Scredl o TeATaT fohdll AqTGFA FII H Holal glall|

o If deemed unfit to continue in office due to infirmity of mind or body.

o ITe ANF A1 ATARAT Gaeral o HROUT 9g W o1 gt & AT Al SV |

0 Acquiring financial or other interests that are likely to affect prejudicially official
functions.

ouﬁmmmmmaﬁmﬁmmﬁmmﬁmqﬁﬁaﬁ
GHTGT T 8|

In cases of proven misbehavior or incapacity, the President may suspend the CIC or IC
during the inquiry.

feer gedagR AT JeTHdT & HHel &, ST % gRie wsgufar CIC a1 IC i faeifad 3 gend &

Powers and Functions

afFaar st et

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page3 1

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

The CIC has several key responsibilities:

CIC F Fg Ageaqet fFaamRaT g &

» Adjudication in Second Appeals: It addresses second appeals for information requests.

- gfaelr ardielt v faotr: T e st Hr gfaedr srdat 1 gersirar g

* Complaint Handling: It entertains complaints regarding the inability to file RTI requests,
directs record-keeping, and ensures suo motu disclosures.

- R fAaRor: I8 RTI 3des g7 F3 # J@Adar § daid Rardt # gear g, Rars
@ T A& &ar § 3N Faa: THAFIOr AR el g

* Imposition of Penalties: The Commission can impose penalties on Public Information
Officers who fail to provide information without reasonable cause.

» &3 TIATAT. 37T 3T STef FAAT ITURTRET T &3 o9 Fahel ¢ 511 37T FROT & Foar Sy
yer #Xa § fwd B §

* Monitoring and Reporting: It monitors the implementation of the RTI Act and prepares
annual reports on its functioning.

« I 3R Raiféer: 78 RTI 3w & FrRafeaga 1 AR Far § 3R sad st w
i RAE dIR AT g

Recent Developments

giferr s

* Amendments to the RTI Act: The Right to Information (Amendment) Act, 2019 brought
significant changes, including:

« RTI rferfarasr F waneer: Faa 1 aftsr (@) sfafaae, 2019 & #geaqet alads fe,
S anfAer &

o The tenure of the CIC and ICs is now determined by the Central Government, replacing
the earlier fixed five-year term.

0 CIC 3iR ICs & HIIETe 3 &g TSR gaRT fAuiRe fhar Sirar g, Siafe ggel ag arar af &
fAfRaa srdwrer & 21|

o The salaries, allowances, and other service conditions are also determined by the
Central Government, removing the earlier equivalence to the Chief Election Commissioner
and Election Commissioners.

0 JeTeh! AdeT, &1, X 3T JaT At 379 Fgk FHR GART AR &7 Sl §, foa@ 3¢ gged v
R {ET faaree smgea 3 forateer smgaal & THwaT g1 A S|
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These amendments have been a topic of debate among activists and stakeholders, with
concerns about the potential impact on the independence and autonomy of the
Commission.

ST TR T oFoh FEFATIAT AR Faftra vadl F 95w g3 2, T 8 3T i Faear 3R
TATIRET U THTT TSt Y ATRIRT TS 18 |

As of now, Heeralal Samariya is the Chief Information Commissioner of India.
o A 2025 oTeh, ERTETS WIHRAT Rl & FET FAAT HIFA ¢ |

SC sub-categorisation into 3 groups
takes effect in Telangana from today

GS Paper Il:
Reservation

HYDERABAD

Categorisation of the Sche-
duled Caste communities
into three groups will
come into effect in Telan-
gana from Monday, coin-
ciding with the birth anni-
versary of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar.

A Cabinet sub-commit-
tee, headed by Irrigation
and Civil Supplies Minister
N. Uttam Kumar Reddy
and co-chaired by Health
Minister C. Damodar Raja-
narsimha, convened a
meeting with senior offi-
cials on Sunday for giving
final touches to the Go-
vernment Order.

Formal release today

The order will be formally
released on Monday and
the first copy presented to

Finishing touches: Cabinet sub-committee during the meeting on
Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy.

Mr. Uttam Kumar Reddy
said the government final-
ised the order keeping in
view the recommenda-
tions made by the one-man
commission headed by the
retired judge Justice Sha-
meem Akhter.

The categorisation of 59

sub-castes among the SCs
into three groups was ta-
ken up on the basis of the
backwardness of the SC
groups.

The first group com-
prised 15 sub-castes that
were the most backward
and made up 3.288% of the
SC population. It was ac-
cordingly decided to pro-

vide 1% reservation to
these sub-castes.

The second group com-
prising 18 sub-castes con-
stituting 62.74% of the pop-
ulation and in receipt of
marginal benefits, had
been given 9% reservation.

The third group, with 26
sub-castes and constituting
33.96% of the population
and found to be relatively
forward compared with
other groups, was given 5%
reservation.

Mr. Uttam Kumar Reddy
recalled that the State go-
vernment had constituted
the one-man commission
immediately after the Su-
preme Court’s historic ver-
dict on categorisation, and
the commission conducted
an in-depth study on the
status of these sub-castes,
receiving over 8,600 repre-
sentations in the process.

SC Sub-
Categorisation into
3 Groups Takes
Effect in Telangana
from Today

AT & 3T
rergfaa sfaat &t
ofteT worgh A
39qeifehoT T3

Categorisation begins
on Ambedkar Jayanti

FHASHT AT T
39EfieToT Y YIHTT

The categorisation of Scheduled Caste (SC) communities into three groups comes
into effect in Telangana from Monday, coinciding with the birth anniversary of Dr.

B.R. Ambedkar.

QAT F WHAR F I it & ey waggh 7 geffaror orey g) ara §, S sf. 3w
HATHT Y Tl & f&aT g3
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Cabinet Sub-Committee Finalised the Order

AR 3U-afATa o 3w &Y fad w7 f&ar

e A Cabinet sub-committee, headed by Irrigation and Civil Supplies Minister N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy and co-chaired by Health Minister C. Damodar Rajanarsimha, met with
senior officials on Sunday to give final touches to the Government Order.

s si AR amgfet w5 v, 3 FAR YgE i sreweTar 3R Faree w4 gl
TSAATTAFET T TE-3TETGTAT H Uh hfaae I7-AfATY & IR Y aflrss sty & oy
§&& T AR TIHRY 3meer Fi 3ifad & g

Formal Release of Government Order

IR AT FT AHTIRE T F IR QT

e The order will be formally released on Monday, and the first copy will be presented to
Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy.

Ig A MHAR FY 3t w7 & SRy f3har Srven 3R sqehr goer wfay Feas i v @a
LG CARIRIRC I

Based on One-Man Commission Report

Thd ASENT AHTAT A RO & IR |

e The order is based on the recommendations of a one-man commission headed by
retired judge Justice Shameem Akhter.

Ig TS Varfarge warameiier STf¥eH el IEaT 1 JCALTAT dTel el WA HTANT Y
Rreriert o3 3menRa &

Total 59 SC Sub-Castes Categorised
el 59 AreTqfard sfer 3u-snfat 1 gafieor

e The 59 sub-castes of the SCs have been categorised into three groups, based on the
level of backwardness among the communities.

FeTgfAd Sfadt Y 59 3T-S1fAAT T 3e7eh PSS F T b IR I ofler qogh A
faemfora famam arar g1

Group I: Most Backward (3.288%)
A |: gad o371 (3.288%)

e This group includes 15 sub-castes, which are considered the most backward and
constitute 3.288% of the SC population. They will receive 1% reservation.
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3 Hg # 15 39-F1fadt AfAe § S wad et Al a5 § 31K S vadt mard 1
3.288% &1 Se¢ 1% 3TRETOT fem Suam|

Group Il: Marginally Benefitted (62.74%)
HHE |I: 3T ST UTeT (62.74%)

e This group includes 18 sub-castes, making up 62.74% of the SC population. These
sub-castes, who have received marginal benefits, are allotted 9% reservation.

$H T # 18 39-F1faaT A §, ST THET AT FT 62.74% 8| S 9% HRET0T f&m
I & FAieh S WA amer 9T gU &l

Group lll: Relatively Forward (33.96%)
HE |11: JelelTcHS T & 3 (33.96%)

e This group includes 26 sub-castes, which are relatively more forward and form 33.96%
of the SC population. They are assigned 5% reservation.

SH WG H 26 IY-INTAT o, ST 3T HHGI 1 Jololl H JeollcHH T § T AL 715 § 3R
THHY JTETET T 33.96% g | Soo 5% RETOT a1 I B |

One-Man Commission and Study Process

Uohdl TEEAT AT 31T 3reTa=r aiwar

e Mr. Uttam Kumar Reddy said that the State Government constituted the commission
immediately after the Supreme Court’s historic verdict on categorisation, and it
conducted an in-depth study.

A 3AH FAR 33T o gl o ToT THR & FuFefienor W ooy F1E F Wagfs baer &
STE, L AT T a7SeT foham 3T 3AeT F 1@t 3rewraret fonam|

Public Participation in the Process

IfRaT A ST Al

e The commission received over 8,600 representations during the study process.

mwma:a‘rmmﬁ&sooﬁmmmmgm
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CAG must probe how
govt. policies aided
oil companies: Cong.

GS Paper II: CAG,
CVC, and CBI

NEW DELHI

Accusing the government
of “looting” people by in-
creasing excise duty on pe-
trol and diesel, the Con-
gress on Sunday called for
fixing accountability, and
demanded that the Comp-
troller and Auditor-Gener-
al (CAG) audit how govern-
ment policies benefited
private companies.

The party also demand-
ed that the Central Vigi-
lance Commission and
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation investigate whether
there was deliberate negli-
gence or collusion in this
matter.

Congress general secre-
tary (communications) Jai-
ram Ramesh said on X,
“The people of India are
being looted — on one
hand, the Modi govern-
ment is increasing the tax
burden and picking peo-
ple’s pockets, while on the
other hand, private and go-
vernment oil companies
are making profits! This is
open economic
exploitation!”

“The truth is: In May
2014, the excise duty on
petrol was 3¥9.20 and on
diesel ¥3.46. Under the Mo-
di government, this has ri-
sen to ¥19.90 on petrol and
%15.80 on diesel — an in-

Jairam Ramesh

crease of 54% and 357%,
respectively!” he said.

He said the government
had earned 39.54 lakh
crore from the petroleum
sector over the past 11
years, but failed to give any
relief to people. “In May
2014, crude oil was $108/
barrel, today it is only
$65.31 — i.e. 40% cheaper,
yet the prices of petrol and
diesel are higher than the
UPA era,” Mr. Ramesh said.

“In 2014, petrol in Delhi
was 37141 and diesel
¥55.49 per litre. Today, the
same petrol is ¥94.77 and
diesel ¥87.67 per litre — the
public is being openly loot-
ed,” he asked.

He said along with go-
vernment companies, the
private oil companies are
also earning huge profits
from refining and market-
ing, while the common
man is burdened with ex-
pensive petrol and diesel.

CAG Must Probe How
Government Policies Aided Oil
Companies: Congress

TS Y g ST ST T R
THR &1 Afaat o do Fafaar i
ﬁmqgamm

The Congress accused the
government of “looting” people by
increasing excise duty on petrol and
diesel, and called for fixing
accountability.

FTAF o FIHR G " AW FY oo T
AR 9T &, FAIF 38« 9 3k
SISTel 9T 3¢91G o ol fear ¢ 3R
STATEeE! T HI Y AT Y

. The party demanded that the Comptroller
and Auditor-General (CAG) audit how
government policies benefited private
companies.

Tt o AT I o Fegher 30T 3ifEer SoRa
@St Tg 3iifse A o aaR A Aifaat 5 [
aferal 1 Ha omet g

. The Congress also called for an
investigation by the Central Vigilance
Commission and Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to determine if there was
deliberate negligence or collusion.

HIIH o FET Fehal AT 3R FET ST s
(H13TE) T TE ST AT S 8T FfaT T T AT
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e Congress General Secretary (Communications) Jairam Ramesh said on X, “The people
of India are being looted — on one hand, the Modi government is increasing the tax
burden and picking people’s pockets, while on the other hand, private and government
oil companies are making profits! This is open economic exploitation!”

HIIE & AGMATIT (HAR) TAH A o TH T Fgl, “HRd & AT o AT @ § — T 3K,
AYEY TIHR FT HT 91 70T TG § 3R it 1 S re W §, T8 g7l 3R, s 3R aweardy
A FATAAT FHATHT AT IET 81 Tg Goll 3T Aot 817

¢ He highlighted that in May 2014, the excise duty on petrol was %9.20 and on diesel it
was ¥3.46. Under the Modi government, this has increased to ¥19.90 on petrol and
¥15.80 on diesel, an increase of 54% and 357% respectively.

3egiel ST fob 7§ 2014 # Y9I I 3¢9TG Yo €9.20 AT 3R Siter W Ig T3.46 UT| AIGY
TIHR & dgd, Tg Ieid I £19.90 31X Fierer I T15.80 &1 AT &, ST oAl 54% 3R 357%
T gEfar gl

e Mr. Ramesh further pointed out that the government earned ¥39.54 lakh crore from the
petroleum sector over the past 11 years, but failed to provide any relief to the public.

2 A A AR Ig Y TR Th AR A SRfATa 87 & Voo 11 aut 7 £39.54 a@ FU5
Y 31T TSI T, oifehet STeTdT oY IS e 7eT &l

e He said that while crude oil was $108/barrel in May 2014, today it is only $65.31 —
40% cheaper, yet the prices of petrol and diesel are higher than during the UPA era.

3egiel gl foh STdfeh A 2014 H FedT dd $108/ aer AT, 37T Tg A% $65.31 § — 40%
&, Y o deter 3R Sisrer T HrAT The WEHR & T7T & AT 8 1

e Mr. Ramesh also pointed out that in 2014, the price of petrol in Delhi was ¥71.41 and
diesel was ¥55.49 per litre. Today, the same petrol costs ¥94.77 and diesel costs
¥87.67 per litre.

& A o g Y IarT fF 2014 F Reelt 7 92rer Fr AT T71.41 AR Sere AT FrAd
€55.49 9T ofiex Y| 3177 a8 deter ¥94.77 3R dioreT 87.67 Uil ofieX &1

e He stated that both government and private oil companies are earning huge profits
from refining and marketing, while the common man is burdened with expensive petrol
and diesel.
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Cooperative movement was ‘almost
dead’ before Modi govt., says Shah

[GS Paper II: FR
Press Trust of India
BHOPAL

In a veiled swipe at pre-
vious Congress-led govern-
ments, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah said on
Sunday that the coopera-
tive movement had re-
mained in a shambles as
laws had not been tweaked
for years and “almost
died” before the Narendra
Modi government took de-
cisive actions.

Addressing a State-level
cooperative conference in
Bhopal, Mr. Shah said the
erstwhile  governments
never considered bolster-
ing the cooperative sector.

On the occasion, an
agreement was signed bet-
ween the National Dairy
Development Board
(NDDB) and the Madhya
Pradesh State Co-operative
Dairy Federation to en-
hance milk production in
the State.

“For years, the coopera-
tive movement was moving
slowly and turned almost
dead. Looking at the coop-
erative movement nation-

Union Home Minister Amit Shah distributes a Kisan Card to a
beneficiary during a conference in Bhopal on Sunday. AN

wide, it was uneven (in the
past),” he said.

He said the movement
gained traction only after
75 years of Independence,
when Prime Minister Modi
formed the Ministry of
Cooperatives to strengthen
the sector.

“In some States, the
movement gained momen-
tum, while in some places,
it has been destroyed. The
main reason was that the
laws, which should have
been changed with time,
were not tweaked,” Mr.
Shah said while crediting
Mr. Modi for bringing a

“positive change” in the
cooperative movement.

Madhya Pradesh has a
lot of possibilities in the
agriculture, animal hus-
bandry and cooperative
fields, Mr. Shah said, ack-
nowledging the need to un-
dertake more efforts to ex-
ploit these possibilities to
the fullest.

“Madhya Pradesh is see-
ing good governance now.
The cooperatives were al-
most dead during the Con-
gress regime. This is a gol-
den opportunity for their
revival, and Madhya Pra-
desh should take this op-

portunity,” he said.

As cooperation is a State
subject under the Constitu-
tional arrangement, initia-
tives were not taken to
frame cooperative laws
adapting to rapidly chang-
ing conditions across the
country.

“This (scenario) was not
considered from a holistic
perspective at the national
level, because there was no
separate Ministry for coop-
eratives,” he said.

Stating that the Centre
works within the Constitu-
tional framework, Mr.
Shah said the Union go-
vernment has enacted mo-
del bylaws for coopera-
tives, which are accepted
by all States.

“By accepting these mo-
del bylaws that empower
primary societies, States
have given a new lease of
life to the cooperative sec-
tor in India,” he said while
thanking the States.

Mr. Shah said the Modi
government was “standing
like a rock” in supporting
the cooperative sector’s
expansion.

Cooperative Movement Was ‘Almost Dead’ Before Modi
Govt., Says Shah

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in -

Page3 8



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

PTIH AIHR A Teel EhRT TeTelel TN AT YHT AT, ATE HT
T

Union Home Minister Amit Shah criticized the previous Congress-led
governments, stating that the cooperative movement had been in a
state of shambles and had "almost died" because laws had not been
updated for years.

HE I[E FAL HIAT ATE A FIAF-Aced aTel] TIHRI Y el HIT T FaT
f& TgprY rrelerer aut a TEATETer T6T AT 3 " SIS A THT AT FifH
FIefall 3 TNT @ FIE qGATT ST [T 14T AT

e Addressing a state-level cooperative conference in Bhopal, Shah stated that the
previous governments never considered strengthening the cooperative sector.

HIT & Teh T EIT TN FFAT I HN AT R §U AT o1 g b Aol Txht
o FH3T TP 8T FT Aol He W [TAR 8T o

e An agreement was signed between the National Dairy Development Board (NDDB)
and the Madhya Pradesh State Co-operative Dairy Federation to enhance milk
production in the state.

U g7y fas a1E (NDDB) 3R #E 9 U7 Hehrl 38 W9 & o Tog A gy
mﬁaaaﬁa%%mwwa’rmgml

e Shah pointed out that for years, the cooperative movement was slow and had almost
died. He described the movement as being uneven in the past.

Mg o e foh o cfeh TEehrY JHiaTelet LAT AT HX ST AT TehT AT| 311 39 TGl
IHHTA S|

e He credited Prime Minister Modi for bringing positive change in the movement by
forming the Ministry of Cooperatives to strengthen the sector.

3egiel TTeTH AIEY T TEPRY eIl H HhRIcHS Solld ollet T AT T, ST 3egiet
ERR HATTT TATTI haT ATTR &7 hT HSTT TohdT ST Heh |
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Shah stated that the cooperative movement gained momentum only after 75 years of
Independence.

QMg o gl foh 75 Tt 916 &1 TEHRI Halele of I Tehar|

He emphasized that in some states the cooperative movement gained momentum, while
in others it was destroyed, due to the failure to adapt laws to the changing times.

3giel SR T o e Tl 7 HgehT 31ieTelal o Tl ehs!, Siaifeh 31w # g o7se g1 I,
i feh HHT o AT Flefsll H TG Fgl fehdT 1T

Shah acknowledged that Madhya Pradesh has great potential in agriculture, animal
husbandry, and cooperative fields, and more efforts are needed to fully exploit these
possibilities.

AT =1 TR foharm b arear werer & P, aRpurer, 3R FEHRY &35l & Sg TeTAAIC &, AR
SoT HHTAAT3T T T AT 33T & foIT 31TRes JATHT Y 31Taedeht B

He stated that under the Congress regime, cooperatives were almost dead, and now is
a golden opportunity for their revival.

3giol gl foh FIAH FIFR o g HGDPRT o1 AT Teh &, 3R 31 IoTeh JoABEUR & foIw
Teh GeAe A g |

Shah pointed out that cooperation is a State subject under the Constitutional
arrangement, and no initiatives were taken to adapt cooperative laws to rapidly changing
conditions.

g o AT foh FEHIRAT HIAUT o gl Tod fA9T §, HR FghRY Hlefail bl ol &
Seerdl TR & 3HeJohel SeTTel & feTT IS ggel w781 T 715 Y|

He mentioned that there was no separate Ministry for cooperatives, which resulted in the
lack of a national level perspective.

3ogiel ST foh TEHIRAT oh ToIT IS 37T AT oTgT AT, T Fh HROT AT TR I

gfeeRIoT 8 ot o

Shah added that the Union government has enacted model bylaws for cooperatives,

which are now accepted by all states, giving a new lease of life to the cooperative sector.

QMg o el fh &g ISR & Rl & T Afse 3ufaas g0 €, oeg 39 i aeat o
TR fohaT &, 3R ST AR &1 &l 137 Siiad [Fe gl
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o He also thanked the states for accepting the model bylaws and stated that the Modi
government is "standing like a rock” in supporting the cooperative sector’s expansion.

3ogial U] T A 3UTAIAT I TIIHR aa & oI Tgare & 3R Fgl fF A T|WER
TEHRT &7 & ATAR F "Teer 1 kg @ 1"

Undertake survey
to assess MGNREGS
effectiveness: panel

GS Paper ll:
1Government
ISchemes

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Rural
Development has recom-
mended an independent
survey to assess the effec-
tiveness of the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) and
its shortcomings.

This survey, the panel
said, should focus on work-
er satisfaction, wage de-
lays, participation trends,
and financial irregularities
within the scheme.

The panel’s report was
tabled on April 4, the con-
cluding day of the Budget
Session of Parliament. The
panel, headed by Congress
MP Saptagiri Sankar Ulaka,
has argued that such a sur-
vey should focus on the ne-
cessary policy reforms,
and should be introduced
based on the insights from
the survey.

Equal opportunities

The panel also said that
despite the stated objective
of the scheme to uplift
marginalised communi-
ties, the participation of
women workers and those
from the Scheduled Castes
and the Scheduled Tribes
remained  “inconsistent
across districts”.

“A  district-wise study
must be conducted to en-
sure that these communi-
ties receive equal work op-
portunities and benefits
under the scheme, thereby

Pz o

- Q@

% |

The panel pointed out that the
scheme has been plagued by
delays in wage payments.

fulfilling its intended goal
of social and economic in-
clusion,” the report said.

The panel also stressed
the need to revamp the
scheme, keeping in view
the “changing times and
emerging challenges”.
“This committee urges the
Ministry to explore the op-
tions that could increase
the number of guaranteed
working days under
MGNREGA to at least 150
days from the current 100
days,” the report said.

The parliamentary pa-
nel also pointed out that
the scheme has been
plagued by chronic delays
in wage payments, leading
to uncertainty for the
workers. It has recom-
mended that the current
compensation rate for de-
layed wages should be in-
creased. The Committee
strongly recommended
that timely disbursement
of these payments was es-
sential to maintain trust in
the scheme and ensure un-
interrupted execution of
work.

Undertake Survey to Assess MGNREGS
Effectiveness: Panel

HAI hY FHTIATAT FT 3TH T Hlad &
fore gdfator F3A Y RAwTRer: o

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Rural Development has recommended an
independent survey to assess the
effectiveness of the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) and its shortcomings.

deaar TR fAfa (aetor Rem) o @
(FHGTeAT I TSET ATHIOT AR IREY i)
Y gerraefierar 3 3T FRAAT F1 THAT B
& AT v TaaT d&ToT FIA T FABIRET A §

e This survey should focus on key areas like worker
satisfaction, wage delays, participation trends, and
financial irregularities within the scheme.

Ig GIeToT HriwaT A, 3de 7 &, smeiierly & Tore 3K
ST & MR fdew afAFfAganit ov Higa g arfgu)

o The panel's report was tabled on April 4, the concluding
day of the Budget Session of Parliament.

Yetor T RIS 4 3rder &1 THE & FoTe T & FATYA et T
Hrars|
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e The panel, headed by Congress MP Saptagiri Sankar Ulaka, argued that such a
survey should focus on necessary policy reforms, which should be introduced based
on the insights from the survey.

ATt Foraeh! TETRTAT FIAW HiHE AICATINY AF IATHT GIRT T 7S, o gl fob T FI&T0T
oY A GURT I hfc foham ST =T, foiee TdaTor & Ured 3iienst & TR 91 &9 f&har
ST A1fg vl

o Despite the stated objective of the scheme to uplift marginalized communities, the
participation of women workers and those from the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes remained “inconsistent across districts.”

TISTeT T 36T MM 0 & a3 Feral &1 Far 3571 AT, Afehed Afgem 4! 3k
IR snfaat 3R sregafaa serenfaat &1 sreferY faffiee fSrell # “raera = W@

o Adistrict-wise study must be conducted to ensure that these communities receive
equal work opportunities and benefits under the scheme, thereby fulfilling its intended
goal of social and economic inclusion.

T fHeT-ar 3reqa= R ST g, difeh I Giafead foram S @k o g7 Toerat
ST & dgd TAT HY T8 3R a1 e, raw saar 3¢y amwnas 3R anfds
HHTALUT T &1 Fh |

e The panel also stressed the need to revamp the scheme, keeping in view the
“‘changing times and emerging challenges.”

Yot oF TISTaT & AVAIRIOT T 3TTRTRAT UX o 5o fem, THad "aead 7T 3R I
gaAtfaral & egreT I@r S T |

e The committee urged the Ministry of Rural Development to explore options that could
increase the guaranteed working days under MGNREGA from the current 100 days to
at least 150 days.

AT 7 IrAIoT [ AT @ 39 [Aheul HI JTer ey &7 37191 fhaT, S AT &
gel 100 et & Sgreht et @ S 150 et ofeh AIREIF 1 faawl ol o1 Teh |

e The parliamentary panel also pointed out that the scheme has been plagued by
chronic delays in wage payments, leading to uncertainty for the workers.

T dorer ¥ 7 sNHE e TR o DT & Aeter aqarenmer & oA 30 @'}, Trew
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FRFAA & fav sfafReadar dergr s |

e The committee strongly recommended increasing the current compensation rate for
delayed wages.

AT  felfad daet & T aTATeT HATTST g Folel I FoTqe AR I &

o Timely disbursement of wages is essential to maintain trust in the scheme and ensure
uninterrupted execution of work.

el T AT IT TTAOT ArTAT H fARaT §9T0 3@ 3R 1 & 9T Tohrae & ArsaresT &r
giAfRad #e & fov sreda Ageaqet &

India, Africa maritime engagement

exercise

GS Paper II:

TIndia-Africa
NEW DELHI

The inaugural edition of
the large-scale multilateral
exercise Africa India Key
Maritime Engagement (Al-
KEYME) began on Sunday
off Dar-es-Salaam, Tanza-
nia.

Coinciding with the na-
val exercise, offshore pa-
trol vessel INS Sunayna,
designated as Indian
Ocean Ship (I0S) SAGAR
and sailing with 44 naval
personnel from nine
friendly nations, reached
the port on Saturday.

“AIKEYME aims to deve-
lop collaborative solutions
to common regional mari-
time challenges. This mai-
den initiative by the Indian
Navy seeks to enhance in-
teroperability and syner-

INS Chennai arrives in Dar-es-Salaam for the inaugural edition of
the large-scale multilateral exercise AIKEYME. PTI

gise combined operations
among the maritime forces
of partner nations,” the Na-
vy said in a statement.

“It also highlights the
strong and friendly rela-
tions between India and
the African nations.” The

six-day AIKEYME exercise
from April 13 to 18 includes
participation from Como-
ros, Djibouti, Kenya, Mada-
gascar, Mauritius, Mozam-
bique, Seychelles and
South Africa, alongside the
co-hosts India and Tanza-

begins off Tanzania coast

nia. “This initiative aligns
with the vision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
promoting Mutual and Ho-
listic Advancement for Se-
curity and Growth Across
Regions (MAHASAGAR),”
the Navy said.

The Indian Naval Ship
Chennai (destroyer) and
INS Kesari (Landing Ship
Tank - Large) arrived in
Dar-es-Salaam ahead of the
exercise, and the inaugura-
tion ceremony of Al-
KEYME was co-hosted on-
board, along with the
Tanzanian Peoples’ De-
fence Force (TPDF).

A Ceremonial Guard
was also paraded onboard
INS Chennai with TPDF
and Indian Navy band play-
ing in unison the national
anthems of respective
countries.

India, Africa
Maritime
Engagement
Exercise
Begins off
Tanzania
Coast

TR -3Th T
AL AT
doTfer T e W
AT g3

The inaugural

edition of the
Africa India Key

Maritime Engagement (AIKEYME), a large-scale multilateral naval
exercise, began on Sunday off the coast of Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania.

ITRYHT-TRA TTE HHAT WEHTTNAT (AIKEYME) FT 9gelT HERIIT, U 93
ﬁmﬁa:ragqaﬁuaﬁﬁmmw,maﬂamarm-w-mazw
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o Coinciding with the naval exercise, offshore patrol vessel INS Sunayna, designated as
Indian Ocean Ship (I0S) SAGAR, arrived at the port on Saturday with 44 naval
personnel from nine friendly nations.

AR 33T & HTY-HTY TGN eI 30T HETATH a1, Tordy 3B 3nfrarer g
(AMEINTH) IR A &1 arar &, AfAar 1 9 AT et & 44 AT At F aryr seemes
ggaT|

e The Navy stated that AIKEYME aims to develop collaborative solutions to common
regional maritime challenges.

AT & e foh AIKEYME T 3683 3o &1 gt goitfaal & fov agamens
AT [ et LT B

e This maiden initiative by the Indian Navy seeks to enhance interoperability and
synergise combined operations among the maritime forces of partner nations.

Ig AT AT H1 T wgelt gg et & TSTHehT 32T HNGR aRif 2 W A3t & o
YIEA HATeleT 41T iR WGF A THATAL A AT I Tl 8 |

e The Navy also highlighted the strong and friendly relations between India and the
African nations.

AT o R 31X 3rshreht Qe & i< Ao 3iix Aot gau’ w1 o Y@ifnd

e The six-day AIKEYME exercise, from April 13 to 18, includes participation from
Comoros, Djibouti, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, Seychelles, and
South Africa, along with co-hosts India and Tanzania.

13 ® 18 31ier e Tol! ATl B8 fedd T AIKEYME 3r8am& H H1R0w, fargelt, ae,
ASTTERT, AR, AlSTEas, e 3R SFRIor Pt Figd Tg-Hsar 7R 3R
denferar S smefierdy ¥

e This initiative aligns with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of Mutual and
Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions (MAHASAGAR).

Ig Tg ol T sg A & &=t 7 Feat 3R R & fore areaRe 3k aoar yarfa
(MAHASAGAR) & gfSeehIUT & 31eTHT ¢ |
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e INS Chennai (destroyer) and INS Kesari (Landing Ship Tank - Large) arrived in Dar-
es-Salaam ahead of the exercise.

37TH W Ul IMETATH A% (Aeaqe) 3R mdvaey »ad (AT g &= - areh) er-
w—mqg'zrml

e The inauguration ceremony of AIKEYME was co-hosted onboard by the Indian Navy
and Tanzanian Peoples’ Defence Force (TPDF).

AIKEYME & 3g8Ted §ARIE AR A1 3R danfaars Sier 381 & (TPDF) garT
STETST W Y &Y F AT fehar ar |

e A Ceremonial Guard was paraded onboard INS Chennai, with TPDF and Indian Navy
band playing the national anthems of respective countries in unison.

ITETATH Aoal$ W U 3t M W3 v a=m, 593 TPDF 3R iR aldar ds &
Teh AT TSTAT S2AT 3 TS 3T FoT0 |
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A Governor’s conduct and a judgment of significance

|GS Paper I: Article 200 |

ast week, in a judgment of wide-ranging
significance, in The State of Tamil Nadu
vs The Governor of Tamil Nadu and Anr.,
a two-judge Bench of the Supreme
Court of India, comprising Justice J.B. Pardiwala
and Justice R. Mahadevan, reaffirmed the limits
that bind gubernatorial authority. In doing so, the
Court reminded us of a constitutional truth that
ought to be self-evident: the Governor of a State is
neither an appendage of the Union nor an
independent power centre, but is constrained by
legal norms and democratic principle.

A need to respect democratic obligations
At the heart of the case was a seemingly simple
but institutionally weighty question: what
happens when a Governor fails to act on a Bill
duly passed by the State’s legislature? The
answers from the Court not only helped validate
a clutch of Bills passed by the Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly — each of which had
languished without assent — but also contained in
them a broader message. The office of the
Governor, while significant, is not exempt from
the obligations of representative democracy. To
withhold assent indefinitely, without reason,
subverts the constitutional order.

Initially numbering 12, the contested Bills trace
their origins to as far as 2020, with two enacted
under the previous regime in the State. Among
them were Bills that sought to supplant the
Governor’s power to appoint Vice-Chancellors to
public universities — proposals that emanated out
of a long-standing skirmish between the Raj
Bhavan and the elected government over
institutional control.

For years, the Governor took no discernible
action. When the State government moved the
Supreme Court in November 2023, he promptly
referred two of the Bills to the President for her
consideration. The Legislative Assembly, in turn,
convened a special session to reenact the
remaining 10 Bills. But when these were sent to
the Governor, he swiftly passed them on to the
President. Since then, the President assented to
only one, rejected seven outright, and left two
pending.

It was this sequence of events which formed
the basis for the State government’s case in the
Court. The Governor, through his conduct, the
State claimed, had undermined the people’s will.
His prolonged inaction, and ultimately delayed
referral, therefore, demanded judicial scrutiny.

India’s federal design rests on a delicate
balance. The Constitution carefully demarcates
legislative authority between the Union and the
States. Article 245 prescribes the territorial
jurisdiction of each, allowing Parliament to
legislate for the entire country or any part
thereof, while State legislatures are confined to
their respective territories.

The scope of legislative powers is categorised
into three distinct lists outlined in the
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The top court
has reiterated a
constitutional
truth — that the
Governor of a
State is
constrained by
legal norms
and demaocratic
principle

Constitution’s Seventh Schedule. The Union
enjoys exclusive authority over items in List I,
while subjects in List III allow for legislation by
both the Union and State governments. Matters in
List II, on the other hand, remain under the sole
legislative domain of the States. However, in the
event of conflict with a parliamentary law,
primacy is given to the Union legislation.

In this scheme, the Governor, though
appointed by the President, functions as the
constitutional head of the State. Barring specific
instances where the Constitution expressly
permits discretion, he is bound to act on the
advice of the State’s Council of Ministers.

A reading of Article 200

Itis in this context that Article 200 of the
Constitution, which deals with how a Governor
ought o assent to a Bill, assumed significance
before the Court. Much of the dispute turned on
its interpretation. On a plain reading of Article
200, the Governor may: grant assent; withhold
assent (and return the Bill to the Assembly for
reconsideration), or reserve the Bill for the
President’s consideration.

The Union of India, in their response to Tamil
Nadu’s petition, contended that the first proviso
to Article 200 provided the Governor an
independent, fourth course of action: he could
simply withhold his assent to a Bill, without
referring it back to the Assembly. In other words,
he could perform a pocket-veto.

But this argument had expressly been rejected
by the Court in State of Punjab vs Principal
Secretary to the Governor of Punjab (2023). There,
it found that the proviso to Article 200 contains
no independent power. Once an ordinary Bill is
passed by the Assembly, the Governor has only
one of three options available: to either assent to
it, or reserve it for the President’s consideration,
or withhold the assent, in which case, the
Governor must also refer it back to the Assembly
for reconsideration.

It was also the Union’s case that in deciding
whether to reserve a Bill for the President’s
assent, the Governor could exercise an
autonomous discretion. That is, he had the
independent ability to decide what course of
action to follow. In answering this argument, the
Court harked to the debates in the Constituent
Assembly. It noted that the draft version of Article
200 (then Article 175) had explicitly stated that
the Governor “may, in his discretion” reserve a
Bill for the consideration of the President. This
phrase was consciously omitted in the adopted
version. Its removal, the Court held, was
deliberate, aimed at ensuring that the Governor’s
role was constrained by the advice of the elected
executive.

Indeed, the Court identified only three narrow
circumstances in which the Governor could act
without ministerial counsel: first, where the
second proviso to Article 200 applied, that is

where a Bill derogated from a High Court’s
powers; second, where a Bill fell within a class for
which presidential assent was explicitly
mandated, such as under Article 31C where a law
was sought to be protected from judicial review;
and third, where a Bill so fundamentally
undermined constitutional values.

This conclusion came with an important
caveat. Even where a Governor exercises
discretion, the action is still amenable to judicial
review. Relying on its earlier judgment in
Rameshwar Prasad vs Union of India (2006), the
Court found that while Article 361 grants personal
immunity to Governors, it does not insulate their
actions from legal scrutiny. Consider the
alternative: a Governor may simply paralyse the
legislative process by sitting over Bills for years on
end, all the while hiding behind the cloak of
gubernatorial immunity, choking, in the process,
the entire governance of a State.

In any event, in this case, the Court found that
there was no discretion available to the Governor.
Having chosen to withhold assent, he could not
plausibly have then referred the Bills to the
President, on their being re-presented to him.
There was no trace of executive advice backing
his decisions nor were his acts grounded in any
identifiable, let alone defensible, constitutional
rationale. Having found the Governor’s actions
unconstitutional, the Court could no doubt have
considered issuing what the law describes as a
writ of mandamus, compelling him to grant his
assent to the Bills. But given the substantial time
that had lapsed and given that previous Court
decisions had been overlooked, the Court chose
the ostensibly extreme option. With a view to
achieving complete justice — a power available to
it under Article 142 — it declared that these 10 Bills
would be deemed to have been assented to on
the date when they were re-presented to the
Governor.

Some might see this as judicial overreach, but
issuing a mandamus might well have been rather
more unworkable. Should the Court’s orders be
breached, it cannot plausibly hold the Governor
in contempt. Therefore, the ultimate direction
must be seen as a logical sequitur to the Court’s
findings: on the Bills being passed anew by the
State Assembly, and on the Council of Ministers
recommending their assent, the Governor was
left with no discretion in the matter.

The larger message

The significance of the judgment for the specific
Bills, which were at stake, is plain to see. But the
verdict also carries with it a larger message. It
upholds a fact intrinsic to our Republic: that the
Governor, though appointed by the Union
government, functions on the aid and advice of
the State executive; the office is meant to serve
not as a source of political disputes, but as a
constitutional sentinel, upholding the values of
representative democracy.

A Governor’s Conduct and a Judgment of Significance

TAYTe T HTEOT 3R T Ageaqur faota

Last week, the Supreme Court of India gave a significant judgment in
the case The State of Tamil Nadu vs The Governor of Tamil Nadu and

Anr.
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31 TIATATE TS HoA¥. ATHS H T Ageaqur fror fam

e The judgment was delivered by a two-judge Bench comprising Justice J.B. Pardiwala
and Justice R. Mahadevan.

Ig fooTy Famefe Y. aRdarar 3R FarEft 3R wEREs H Q- # ds
@R e |

e The Court reaffirmed that a Governor is not an independent power centre or an
appendage of the Union, but is bound by law and democratic principles.

AT & ST foh AT IS T ATF Fr AT W T 39T 7161 §, Sfoh I Fleet
ot 3R Awaite Rgwat @ g9 g &

A Need to Respect Democratic Obligations

AhdITE SIfRcal ST GFATT Hla HT ATTIHdT

e The central issue in the case was: what happens if a Governor fails to act on a Bill
passed by the State legislature?

$H HIHS I HET Hegl Ig UT: Iie Tsq9rel fohdll T ferrerwsim garr aid fadas w
HNaATS et H Tahel TGl ©, ol AT BIclT 672

e The Court validated several Bills passed by the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly
that had been pending without assent.

~IATerY o ARy faUTwsi gart aid ¢ fAdehl I der g Sit repAtes & faar
afed I

o It emphasized that the Governor's office, while important, is not exempt from the
principles of representative democracy.

ST & g 71 T AT o TSFdTel 7 Ig Fgca 07 &1 §U 31 afafafer sisverT &
frguiat & ageFa i 2|

e Indefinite withholding of assent without reason undermines the constitutional
framework.

9= ROt fAfReraTeller srpatee Aehelt HAUTTAF ST T HASIR AT 8|

Details of the Bills and Timeline

gt &1 Ravor st geaT

e Initially, there were 12 Bills, some dating back to 2020, including two from the previous
State regime.

TR A 12 Rdws 3, 5 @ 55 2020 % 4 3R 3 Ao Toa TWFPR & T/ & U
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o Some of the Bills aimed to curb the Governor’s power in appointing Vice-Chancellors
of public universities.

goTH $o [AUT! T 32T TSAUT Y ATFT H! AT FI1 27, AT &9 F Aoy
freafagzrert & Faafaat it fagfea & daw |

e This arose from a long-standing conflict between the Raj Bhavan and the elected
State government.

Ig HegT Tarsrae 3N faifRa T avaR & o o §697 & T 317 1§ Ja¥ 71 aRome
|

The Governor's Delayed Response

a9t Y faefaa gfafear

e Foryears, the Governor took no action on these Bills.
#s auf de, 57 [TUIFT I ASAUTT A HE FRATS eI Y|

e When the State approached the Supreme Court in November 2023, he referred two
Bills to the President.

SIS T IhR o AGaR 2023 F A I 1 39 fohaT, e 3wgiel ar frdaet Y wegafa &
qr S|

e The Legislative Assembly then held a special session to reenact the remaining 10
Bills.

58 ST, FAUTTEsT 2 U T @ 3T ik AW 10 FAdrrshl &1 gt arie fomam|
e The Governor again forwarded them to the President without action.
TSIIT o 37 faUiahi I 81 Irsgafer & ura s fm, foa fondlt riars |
e Eventually, the President approved only one, rejected seven, and kept two pending.

3T sgafar A Fae v dws F Al §, 91 FY ISR F e, AR Y Fr dfaa
|

Arguments Presented by the State Government
TS THR EGRT TEId aF

e The State argued that the Governor’s inaction and delays had undermined the will of
the people.

TS TR A do 8T fr Toaarer $r Afswadr 3k 38 o sterar i scenfEd F A9R
e
e These actions necessitated judicial scrutiny.

SoT PIRATSTT F HRUT ~ATAS ST AT F &1 TS|
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The Constitutional Framework and Federal Structure
e India’s federal system depends on a delicate balance of power between the Union and
the States.
T hT HENG cFaedT WY 3R Tt & &I Fgeret o TR ¢
o Article 245 defines the territorial jurisdiction of legislative powers.
Iefedrg 245 faure afFd i av damsit I fFeiRd Fdrg|
e The Seventh Schedule divides subjects into three lists:
ATt el vt v i o Rrenfor sl &:
o List 1 (Union List) — exclusive to Parliament.
T | (Fa g — dao d6e & faw IRk
o List Il (State List) — exclusive to State legislatures.
T || ([T ) — Shao Tod TaUTTHsal & fou]
o List Il (Concurrent List) — allows both Union and States to legislate.
N 1| (ot g) — 509U 3R T Al Hiefel A Fehel ¢ |
e In case of a conflict, the Union law prevails over the State law.

forely Ferd T TEUTeY  Fer T FTofer T & FHlefet I THTEN E1elm B

Role and Powers of the Governor

ST Y AT 3R afFaat

e The Governor, though appointed by the President, functions as the constitutional
head of the State.

TAYTe, 37T §1 ST GaRT fgara &l fehel @ Toar & wawnfass wog@ & &9 & &
gl

e Except in certain circumstances, the Governor is bound to act on the advice of the
State’s Council of Ministers.

Fo Ay aRFEATIE A Blsa, ToadTe # AT ARNIRYE At FaTE T FRE FI0T g o

A Reading of Article 200
3eTede 200 T faeawor

e Article 200 of the Constitution became important in a case concerning the Governor's
role in giving assent to a Bill.

HIEe 1 3refeeg 200 T eireh oY TeuTel T Thict Sl oleht Teh HIFHCT H Hecaqol
e 71|
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e As per Article 200, the Governor can grant assent, withhold assent and return the
Bill for reconsideration, or reserve the Bill for the President’s consideration.

3eTeie 200 & 3HJAR, ATl FIHTA & Tl 5, FIPIa Vwad fA8IF FY (AfTTR &
fow amw a9 wwa €, a1 Tegufa & Rard giEa @

e The Union of India argued that the Governor had a fourth option — to withhold assent
without returning the Bill, similar to a pocket veto.

AR TIHR & I &1 fa ToauTel & 91y U =T faFeq § — a8 [0y o amaw ffe
foe ¥ A e §, O aidbe dYeY FaT S Thar B

e This idea was rejected in the 2023 judgment in State of Punjab vs Principal
Secretary to the Governor of Punjab.

Ig dh 2023 & AT H, G T TATH ToATa F TS IITT & TEHTeT AT 7 WISl he
& 12T 27|

e The Court held that the Governor has only three options — assent, return for
reconsideration, or reserve for the President.

=AY & AT fob ASAUTS o UTH ehalol diel fashed § — FIpfar &1, qafd=r ¥ wler,
7 IrSTafe Y AT

e The Union also said the Governor can use independent discretion to reserve Bills for
the President.

e AIHR o &gl foh ToguTel Faaia fadwfeR & fadgent &1 aegufa & fore grfgia w
gehd g

e The Court referred to Constituent Assembly Debates, where the original draft had the
phrase “in his discretion”, which was deliberately removed.

FARITAY & AT GHT T IgA@) T gaTell ST, STal IR H “379a fads @ 2eg o1, 59

ST geT form aram |
e The removal of this phrase showed the intention to limit the Governor's powers and
bind him to ministerial advice.

wamﬁwﬁ@%wgm%mﬁamﬁmmﬁ?ﬁm
FY AT T P Tl o ToIT STeT et T 72T 27|

e The Court identified three exceptions where the Governor can act without ministerial
advice:

IRITT 7 dieT 37941 UgTel STal ToIquTel faaAT ARIRYE Y T & FT X Thd ¢

o IfaBill derogates High Court powers (under the second proviso to Article

200).
e IS Ta8Teh 3T FAATerd $T ATFAAT FY F37 FIAT & (AHJeda 200 FT g@lr
SYTEAT & 37d91d) |

o IfaBill needs mandatory presidential assent (like under Article 31C).

e el fadaes & foT srferard Tsgafa i Felipfa ool g1 (3rfede 31C &
e
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o IfaBillundermines constitutional values.
IfE 1S fadaes wdenfas Aeal F1 FAAR FIT 8
e Even if the Governor uses discretion, the action is subject to judicial review.
$Tor &1 TTUTeT TAdh ST TN Y, SoTehT 1Y #ATTAH FHIEGT & 39T AT & |

e The Court cited Rameshwar Prasad vs Union of India (2006) to say that while Article
361 gives personal immunity to the Governor, it doesn't protect his actions.

AT & TARET TG, T R TIFR (2006) T gaTell [T foh Hefeda 361 TsguTel
T AFATT TFARET ST &, et 37 el 1 TG |

e Otherwise, a Governor could stall the legislative process for years, hiding behind
immunity.
3IYAT TTITeT ITARETT T SETAT TATHL auT deh TAUTRIT IihaT Y sk Tt &

« In this case, the Court found the Governor had no discretion once the Bills were re-
presented.

SH HATHC! H =Tl = 91T fob TA8Teht o Gof: T fhT SiTed o dTe; ATl & I HI§
aeReR aE |

e The Governor had no executive advice and provided no valid constitutional basis for
his actions.

TSIUTS & 91 HIE HIAATferHT H Terg 781 A 311 379 Frat 1 FI$ der gdenfas 3w
AT om|

e The Court could have issued a writ of mandamus, but due to long delays, it invoked
Article 142 instead.

SATerT Ueh HASAW R SIRY T Tehlm o1, Afehet ofelt & & HROT 38 Iefede 142 T
e R

o |t declared that the 10 Bills would be deemed to have been assented to on the date
they were re-submitted.

=Ty o ElfSe foham i 10 AT 39 6o @ Tl A Sed, {5 et 3¢ elanr
TEdd foham I |

e While some may see this as judicial overreach, mandamus would have been
ineffective, as Governors cannot be held in contempt.

S AT 58 F A1 ATAHAT AT Tehd &, Afehet Hsaw 3wt gl Fiifeh Tsgarer HY

HAHATAAT T ST AT ST AT FHhaT|

e The Court’s order was a logical result of its findings — once the Assembly passed the
Bills and ministers advised assent, the Governor had no option.

AT T 31T 3T fasehst T drfdres g 2 — 59 fFum=aer & gas giia fFoe
3R AT o Teptar S FAwTRer &1, & Teadrer & IrH F$ AFeq 781 am|
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The Larger Message

freqa wear

e The verdict is important not only for the 10 Bills, but also for the principle of
democratic governance.

I AT dhaer 10 fadast & forw € 7187, afew AaaifRe amas & fRigura & fow o

HEcaquT g

o It reaffirms that although the Governor is appointed by the Union, he functions on the
aid and advice of the State executive.

Ig GISe el & o o1t &) Treardrer Y fagfaa g ganr i Sireht ¥, a8 Uo7 wrarfasT

HeolTg 31X TEar O 1 T &

e The Governor’s role is not to interfere politically, but to act as a constitutional
guardian of representative democracy.

TsaTel T A Tereiifaes gEaaty H1 781, afew sfafafearcas aFdaT & wdnfas
T&TH & &7 H g B

Adding a French touch to India’s Olympic dream

S Paper II:
plindia-France aralympic

T Games were extraordinary organisational,
popular and sporting successes, and
hailed as such worldwide. The stunning venues
and ceremonies in the heart of the city of love
and across France, the memorable prowess of the
athletes, and the unbridled enthusiasm
throughout the country thrilled spectators and
television viewers around the world. The Games
built bridges and brought people together —
which is all the more important in the current
geopolitical context.

France is grateful that India fully participated
in the festivities and contributed to the success of
the Games. The Indian Paralympic delegation
made a record-breaking performance in Paris,
reaching the 18th position in the medals tally.
Further, under an international cooperation
framework, India sent K9 teams (canine) abroad
for the first time to patrol various Olympic
venues, reinforcing France’s
meticulously-planned security arrangements. The
first Indian hospitality centre in the Games’
history, India House, was set up during the 2024
Olympics and opened to visitors strolling through
the iconic “Nations Park”.

Expertise that will be shared

Paris 2024 was also the most sustainable and
inclusive Games. It reduced the carbon footprint
of the Games by 54.6% when compared with the
average for the London 2012 and Rio 2016 Games,
setting new standards for international sporting
events and their impact on the people. It made
history by achieving gender parity with the equal
participation of male and female athletes, and
invested massively to make the Games accessible
for spectators with disabilities. These
achievements were made possible by bold and
innovative approaches and the great collective
effort of France’s central and regional
governments, the Olympic Organising
Committee, various sports movements and
sponsoring companies. France has developed

-
Samuel
Ducroquet
is France’s

Ambassador-at-Large
for Sport

Paris is working
to boost
India-France
SpOrts
cooperation and
share its
expertise in
organising major
sporting events

very special and comprehensive expertise that it
now aims to share with its partners under its
sports diplomacy. This is one of the main
objectives of my visit to India.

India’s Olympic bid

France has also noted how sports have been
playing an increasingly important role in Indian
society and economy, with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi recently upholding sports as an
“essential aspect in the development of the
country”. Besides India’s 2036 Games bid and,
more broadly, the organisation of international
sporting events, the Indian authorities and sports
movements are proactively developing sporting
practices and focusing on improving
performance, as recently demonstrated by the
decision to establish 10 Olympic training centres
across the nation.

Sports are hence another area of cooperation
with promising prospects. Mutual interest in
deepening exchanges have been expressed at the
highest levels: President Emmanuel Macron and
Mr. Modi highlighted this during the French
President’s visit to India in January 2024 and
more recently, Mr. Modi’s visit to France in
February 2025,

In July 2023, a joint declaration of intent on
sports was concluded between our respective
sports ministries to increase exchanges between
sports delegations and federations, economic
actors of the sports industry, and experts of
international sporting events. In January 2024,
the India-France Joint Statement welcomed the
strengthening of sports cooperation and
reaffirmed that France would share its experience
of hosting the Paris 2024 Games with India as it
bids to host the 2036 Games.

Against this backdrop, my mission in Delhi and
Chennai as Ambassador-at-Large for Sport aims to
enhance France’s understanding of India’s sports
ecosystem and meet its various institutional and
economical players to deepen already identified
areas of cooperation and explore new ones.

The sharing of expertise in organising major
international sporting events, as well as their
long-term social and environmental legacy, has
already begun. Institutional exchanges have been
taking place, with several delegations from India’s
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports having
visited France in September 2024 during the
Paralympic Games. As India’s 2036 project takes
shape, my visit will help identify India’s needs
more precisely, so that our dialogue can advance
in line with India’s targeted priorities.

A vibrant industry that has much to offer
The medium-term idea is also to bring new
players to the table, particularly economic ones.
The French sports industry is particularly
dynamic: in 2023, it generated a turnover of €75
billion 6.7 lakh crore approximately at that
time), which is much higher, for example, than
that of the aerospace industry (€65 billion). With
around 1,28,000 companies of all sizes, its
offering is diverse, ranging from construction,
major equipment, data analysis, to ticketing and
consumer experience. While some of these
companies, such as Decathlon, are already
household names in the Indian market, many are
looking to expand here soon. We are also seeing
promising new partnerships, including the recent
one between Tata Consultancy Services and
Amaury Sport Organisation for the Paris
Marathon.

Lastly, enhancing exchanges between our two
countries’ sports movements and professionals —
such as athletes or coaches — is a constant
priority for France’s sports diplomacy, the main
goal being to boost youth exchanges with India.
In this regard, one of the most recent success
stories is that of the Indian and French surfing
federations, which signed a cooperation
agreement last November, under which four
Indians under 21 years of age were invited to
participate in an international competition in
Reunion Island, a French overseas territory in the
Indian Ocean.
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Adding a French Touch to India’s Olympic Dream
HRT F N T A wrrdY Tt

The 2024 Paris Olympic and Paralympic Games

2024 & IRF el 3k Refs @

e The 2024 Paris Olympic and Paralympic Games were extraordinary in terms of
organisation, public engagement, and athletic performance, and were praised globally.

2024 ¥ R e 3t ReflF O 3, STHPIERY 3R @ 962 & e &
3ATIROT &, 3R So¢ df¥ae T W IET a1T|

e The stunning venues, ceremonies in the heart of Paris and across France, and the
memorable performances by athletes thrilled spectators and viewers worldwide.

aRE R QU I A T8I AR T4, HARNE, 3R WefSal 1 IR g2 i 3k
e o &Y geient T AATTICT T 1T

e The Games built bridges between people and fostered unity, which is especially
important in the current geopolitical context.

o7 Woll o @AY & ol Jel FT1C 3R Uehell &1 SGIdT 1T, ST aciATe 3-Uatelliae ATglel &
ey ¥ & FgcaquT &

India’s Participation and Contribution

R Fr HEfERT 3R IR

e France appreciated India’s full participation, which contributed to the overall success
of the Games.

WIH o AR T qot Smefigrt 1 Trgetr 1, foae Well i GHaT Fohoral & Aerere 32|

e The Indian Paralympic delegation delivered a record-breaking performance,
securing the 18th position in the medals tally.

AR Rl gor & Nis dig yeela o 31k 18a1 Ture g1 o)
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Under an international cooperation framework, India sent K9 (canine) teams abroad
for the first time to patrol Olympic venues and support France’s security plans.

FHARTSET WEANT &4 & dgd, 9N o Tgoll - K9 (Fhearser) A faeer it arfes 3eifen
Tl BT GI&TT A B A A3 F FALA (AT G|

For the first time in Olympic history, India House, an Indian hospitality centre, was set
up and welcomed visitors in the iconic “Nations Park”.

3T sfag & ugel 9N, Sf3AT 8139 ATH U AR ATfarey Fg Ta1fud &
S 9fAfSee " A a1 H TIent & frT Gelr @

Expertise That Will Be Shared
HTSAT 6T ST arell fALrra1dr

Paris 2024 was the most sustainable and inclusive Games ever organised.

IR 2024 319 dF F a9 Fdd iR gaAEf @« @

The Games reduced the carbon footprint by 54.6% compared to the London 2012 and
Rio 2016 Games.

o1 Well & eiget 2012 3R RAY 2016 T Tofall & 54.6% FTeleT IcHoteT A FHHY 7|

They set new global standards for international sporting events and their impact on
people.

3giol HAWRTSET W AASTAT 3R 3Tk FeTdT W IHIG & fv AT dfRgew A+ Taria
[Eadl

The Games made history by achieving gender parity, with equal participation of male
and female athletes.

o1 Wil o ol farsh AT gTider X 3faerd 7o e, foreat g 3ik wfger f@renfeat
T SR Y|

Huge investments were made to ensure accessibility for spectators with disabilities.

fareriar geient 1 Fersrar FATRTT et & fow sy fder fovar aram|
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These successes were made possible by innovative methods and cooperation
between France’s central and regional governments, the Olympic Organising
Committee, sports organisations, and sponsoring companies.

I THAATT AQAW dl! 3R B i Fg 3T &7 Tear), stafs e afafa, @«
m,wmm*mﬁﬁmgél

France has developed unique and comprehensive expertise, which it now wishes to
share with international partners through sports diplomacy.

e o Fardy 3 sarae fdrwsrar [ fad 1 8, 518 a8 319 @ Fedifa & AreaH a
HAWTSET HARNERY & TT TS AT A8 B

Sharing this expertise is one of the main goals of the French envoy’s visit to India.

5 TARIVTA &l ATSHT HYeAT HrAHT TFAfAfer Y TR AT 7 Toh FET 35527 B

India’s Olympic Bid
IR dY e arel

France has noted that sports are playing an increasingly important role in Indian
society and economy.

HIE o ¢ & o Wel 7T & waATer 3R 3rfeaaedr 7 Aol & Ageaqur AT e @ 8

Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently emphasised sports as an essential aspect in
the development of the country.

THTAHAT 514G ANGY T gTel &1 7 Well 1 327 & far #1 var IrfAary ggef admm|

In line with India’s 2036 Olympic bid and other international events, Indian authorities
are actively promoting sporting practices and improving performance.

R T 2036 s delt 3R 3T ARSI IMATSTAT o dgc, AR TATHT fohdT
¥ 8 @l ATt 1 gorar & T & AR deeler A UR T €A1 & w6

India has announced the creation of 10 Olympic training centres across the country.

R & SUHT # 10 3NAF gfRNetor g T sy hr givor Hr g
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India-France Cooperation in Sports

HRT-BI QT GgaT

Sports have become another area of promising cooperation between India and
France.

ol AR 3R T & $ T 3R 3R Tgaer &7 a7 =7 &

President Emmanuel Macron and Prime Minister Modi have expressed mutual
interest in enhancing sports exchanges.

Tsgufer sAsTuer Al 3N wereenslt A o Dt 7 ot HEAeT o 7 R TS B

This was highlighted during Macron’s visit to India in January 2024 and Modi’s visit to
France in February 2025.

Ig 9T FATa 2024 F Hehl Sy YR ITET 3T Bt 2025 F AEY 1 WBiF AT & aRTeT
@ifera fr ars ot

A joint declaration of intent on sports was signed in July 2023 between both countries’
sports ministries.

TS 2023 7 GlAT ST & Wl HATEIAT & A1 Yoll T Teh Herel FTRWTT TGO TR FEAER
fopw arT)

The declaration aimed to increase exchanges among sports delegations, federations,
industry players, and event experts.

S HIVOT &1 3¢aT W fafafaasal, @al, 3g@er & wrsier), 3R e f{dwat &
ST AT TSTaT AT|

In January 2024, the India-France Joint Statement reaffirmed that France would
share its experience of hosting Paris 2024 Games with India.

STl 2024 H, HRA-H GIF T 7 I g1 a1 o BIw 379+t IRW 2024 Gelt &
I I AR & HI HIHAT HM|
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Ambassador’s Mission in India

R & Treigd &1 e

The Ambassador-at-Large for Sport visited Delhi and Chennai to understand India’s
sports ecosystem.

Gt & fore frehy Terge o freelt 3 As=1$ &1 SNT fora dTfe TR T Wt JoTTelY &t JHST
ST Eh|

The goal is to meet institutional and economic stakeholders and identify current and
new areas of cooperation.

36527 TE ¢ o WEUmTa 3R 3 iR & Helrehid 1 ST 3R IAATH Td 7T HgET
&Y & IgTeT Y ST

Institutional exchanges have already begun, with delegations from India’s Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports visiting France in September 2024.

HEATA HTETT-TET T5 el &1 ¢E 81 Il §, R & FaT AT 3R @ F7rerg &
gfafafese  Rdex 2024 & wiw &1 2R |

As India’s 2036 Olympic project takes shape, the Ambassador’s visit will help define
India’s priorities and advance the dialogue.

STA-SH (IR T 2036 el e TRANSTT 3THR o T 8, TSI hr Jg AT AR i
WA ATHT Y TISE e 3R Hale Y T doT H FHee Hiah |

A Vibrant Industry with Much to Offer
T Sad 3gAT I QUFT TET F §

The plan is also to bring in more economic players into the partnership.

IrotaTT Ig ot & fop 3170 anfdie ameier) o ggaer & enfae fmar o)

The French sports industry is very dynamic, generating a turnover of €75 billion
(around %6.7 lakh crore) in 2023.

mwmagaaﬁm%aﬂigaﬁzozs H €75 fTa (FIMs79r 6.7 1 FAE) FT
FRIIR fhaT|
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This figure is even higher than the turnover of the aerospace industry (€65 billion).

I 3TehsT TINEAH 35AT (€65 faforgen) & ot 31fo= B

With around 1,28,000 companies, the sector covers areas such as construction,
equipment, data analysis, ticketing, and consumer experience.

ST 1,28,000 HYfAY & Irer, Tg &7 AT, IgHor, 37 faeavor, Rwfer, 3k
SYSIFAT I3 S &1 T ATHS FIAT &

Some companies like Decathlon are already popular in India, while many others plan to
expand here soon.

T HUAT I SHFIYAT Toot F &7 AN 7 AHT &, Safh T8 3 STeg &1 TgT [N
&Y TroTaAT FT WY B

Promising partnerships are emerging, like the recent one between Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) and Amaury Sport Organisation for the Paris Marathon.

el FHeeH! AR (TCS) 3R AN FANE AiRiaEster & i aiw dwys & v
giferaT TrEieY S 3FAlEsY e 3R R B

Strengthening Youth Exchanges and Professional Cooperation

IEITW-WW‘?QTHTW*T AT HLeAT

France places a high priority on enhancing sports exchanges, particularly among
athletes and coaches.

i fRranf3al 3wt & S @ HE-9STT F ASqd FI Al 3od TrAfAEAT ol 8

The main goal is to boost youth exchanges between France and India.
ST HET 34T W 3R HR & oIl FaT HTETA-YeTeT i SGrar ol g |

A recent success story is the cooperation agreement between the Indian and French
surfing federations signed in November.

BTTOIAT Teh TheIcT T hToil IR 3R Wi wither Wul & oI Age) 7 geareiRa
AT FASAAT ¢
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Under this agreement, four Indian surfers under 21 were invited to participate in an
international competition at Reunion Island, a French overseas territory.

58 A & dgd 21 9§ @ FH MY F IR ARAT T 1 Jgfaaer g, S v widdie fgeh
&7 ¢, # AT rarse T afadfarar & #rer o & forw 3nATa fomar arm)

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1l: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)
1. CAPF deployed in Murshidabad; situation under control,
says DGP
Hferarg # CAPF #i dairelY; Rufa fa=or 7 8, DGP et

2. India’s Smartphone Exports to U.S. to Get Tariff Edge
Over China

IANFT F IRT F TARCH T AT F DT W RE g6
fAereft

3. Experts Share Insights on Spinal Health and its Impact
on Human Well-being

g Y Agd 3 AT FeaoT W 5T THT F AT AATAL
o HTSAT Y SATARIRAT

4. FPIs Withdraw ¥31,575 Crore from Equities This Month
THHHTS o 57 Al AW IR A 31,575 FA3 Y A

Y

5. DRDO Tests Laser Weapon System That Can Disable
Missiles and Drones

NIRRT A AFET 3R ST F ATFHFT FIA arell e

AR yorrely 1 gdiaTor fvam

6. BatEchoMon: India’s First Automated Bat Monitoring
and Detection System
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BatEchoMon: mﬁwmmmaﬁt
qgdTel YOTTell

7. Saving Traditional Varieties of Seeds
yRaRe dier frEaAt &1 avator

8. Will Trump’s Tariffs Bring in a Recession?

F4T €7 & ¢RE FHY awar?
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CAPF deployed in Murshidabad;
situation under control, says DGP

Congress calls for all-party meeting, BJP takes to the streets in Kolkata, Trinamool alleges spread of misinformation;
over 150 arrested in connection with the violence; BJP MP urges Amit Shah to declare select districts a ‘disturbed area’

|GS Paper lIl: Internal Securlt)d

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

eventeen companies
s of the Central Armed

Police Forces (CAPF)
were deployed in Murshi-
dabad district of West Ben-
gal on Sunday following
violent protests over the
Waqgf (Amendment) Act
that claimed three lives on
Saturday.

Over 150 people were
arrested, and one person
who sustained a bullet in-
jury was admitted to a
State-run health facility,
the police said.

Director-General of Pol-
ice, West Bengal, Rajeev
Kumar held meetings with
senior police officials in
Murshidabad. He said the
situation was “very much
under control”.

Ananda Roy, Superin-
tendent of Police, Jangipur,
appealed to people not to
believe in rumours and ap-

o

On alert: BSF personnel near the wreckage caused during the violence in Murshidabad, on Sunday. AnI

proach the police in case
they need any clarifica-
tions. The SP said 155 per-
sons had been arrested so
far in connection with the
violence.

A total of 23 high-rank-
ing officers from the State
police and other agencies
have been deployed in the
violence-affected district.

Karni Singh Shekhawat,
Inspector-General of Pol-
ice, Border Security Force,
was among those present
in the district. Nine compa-
nies of the BSF have been
moved to the strife-torn
areas.

Eighteen police person-
nel were injured in the
violence.

Isha Khan Chowdhury,
Congress MP for the Malda
Dakshin constituency un-
der which the violence-af-
fected areas of Murshida-
bad district fall, said that
he and Congress leader Ad-
hir Ranjan Chowdhury had
called for an all-party
meeting on the violence.

Almost the entire lea-

dership of the State BJP un-
it took to the streets in Kol-
kata on Sunday in protest
against the violence.

BJP MP Jyotirmoy Singh
Mahato wrote to Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
urging the Centre to de-
clare select border districts
of West Bengal “disturbed
areas”.

State BJP president Su-
kanta Majumdar alleged
that the violence was a
“conspiracy of radical out-
fits such as the Popular
Front of India [PFI] and the
Students Islamic Move-
ment of India [SIMI]”.

A section of BJP leaders
also claimed that hundreds
of Hindus from Dhulian in
Murshidabad have been
forced to take shelter
across the river at Baish-
nabnagar in neighbouring
Malda district.

EDITORIAL
» PAGE 8

CAPF deployed in Murshidabad; situation under control,

says DGP

Hfderare & CAPF @ dardlt; ufa fag=or & 8, DGP a et

Seventeen companies of the Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF)
were deployed in Murshidabad district of West Bengal on Sunday
following violent protests over the Waqf (Amendment) Act that

claimed three lives on Saturday.

qF% (Felee) ITAfATH 1 AT g ftws Ay & arg ar & aRgs
qaTTer & Fferare forer 7 e wered gfow s (CAPF) #Y 17 o dema
&1 €| I8 f§ar afaar #r e et Hr #lq F1 FROT T
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e Over 150 people were arrested, and one person who sustained a bullet injury was
admitted to a State-run health facility, the police said.

qiord o 3TAR, 150 & 3rfare diat & R o ar2r 3R veh cafera i afat i e
TITeT o STG, AXRRY ETaTe # STl T 31|

o Director-General of Police (DGP) of West Bengal, Rajeev Kumar, held meetings with
senior police officials in Murshidabad and said the situation was “very much under
control.”

afRes SamTer & gfaw AgTfaeers (DGP) Usiia FAR o Hiersre # aiss gierd sttt
o ATy oo T 3R et o ufar g ave Ao 7 81

e Ananda Roy, Superintendent of Police (SP), Jangipur, appealed to people not to believe
in rumours and approach the police for any clarifications.

SR & gforw arefiate 3meiq AT o ST § IHATET I FARar F e 37 el o
FISEHIOT o TeIT Gfere & Hoh el hl 3Tl |

e The SP said that 155 persons had been arrested so far in connection with the violence.
SP & g Tk fEaT & TaEr 7 319 I 155 9N & PRYAR har 3rm g

o Atotal of 23 high-ranking officers from the State police and other agencies have been
deployed in the violence-affected district.

e gfer 31 I vt & 23 sTanfRwrt Far-genfaa forer 31 denra fare are €

e Karni Singh Shekhawat, Inspector-General of Police, Border Security Force (BSF),
was present in the district. Nine BSF companies were deployed in strife-torn areas.

HAT & 9 (BSF) & Yo Agifadiers Foif g damad fore & #Algg @1 BSF A 9
ufaar fRaT-aed &t & dara 1 7|

o Eighteen police personnel were injured in the violence.
feam # 18 gferaeef ararer g0

e Congress MP Isha Khan Chowdhury, representing Malda Dakshin, said he and Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury have called for an all-party meeting on the violence.

AT AT / FEH TG $AT @i aterdl F gl foh 3egiet 3R 3R Wt Aterdl & ifar )
e dow qeTS |

o Almost the entire leadership of the State BJP took to the streets in Kolkata on Sunday
in protest against the violence.

ST HTSTIT Acfea FT ATAFTY FEAT TIAR AT Fierawrar A TsH1 W FA1 F Bard veeher
H 3T

e BJP MP Jyotirmoy Singh Mahato wrote to Union Home Minister Amit Shah urging
the Centre to declare select border districts of West Bengal as ‘disturbed areas’.

HeTaT Wiwe sAfadT fiE Areat A S 718 #N AT e 1 oF forget afRas s &
o W et 1 srena & aif¥a s S AT |
e State BJP president Sukanta Majumdar alleged the violence was a conspiracy of

radical outfits like Popular Front of India (PFI) and Students Islamic Movement of
India (SIMI).
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ST HTSTIT HEYRT Ghid HSFGR =1 3TRIT 91T foh Ig AT Fgexqdt Waraal ¥ PF
3 sim1 r aforer o

Some BJP leaders claimed that hundreds of Hindus from Dhulian in Murshidabad
had to take shelter in Baishnabnagar, across the river in Malda district.

S AT AT o arar faar o Aferare & gferaes & Awst g 1 s aAreer o &

dSUrEeR A F1EY IR eROT A=Y g2

India’s smartphone
exports to US. to get
tariff edge over China

GS Paper lll: External
1Sector

Export of iPhones, smart-
phones, tablets, laptops
from India to the U.S. will
be cheaper by 20% com-
pared with those shipped
from China following the
exemptions given by the
Trump administration, in-
dustry body ICEA said on
Sunday.

The U.S. government on
Saturday amended its tariff
order to exempt smart-
phones, tablets, laptops,
and some other electronic
devices from the new
taxes.

“China still has 20% of
iPhones, laptops, tablets,
and watches. Only recipro-
cal tariff has been removed
for China. India has zero
tariff on iPhones and all
smartphones, laptops and
tablets exported to the U.S.
So India enjoys a 20% tariff
advantage over China,”
ICEA chairman Pankaj Mo-
hindroo said.

India Cellular and Elec-
tronics Association (ICEA)
represents major smart-
phone companies and
their manufacturers, in-
cluding Apple, Foxconn,
Dixon, etc.

Apple’s iPhone ecosys-
tem in India has become
the largest job creator in
India and is one of the top
exported items from the
country.

According to ICEA, mo-
bile phone exports from
India have crossed an all-
time high of 22 lakh crore
in 2024-25, registering a
55% growth over the %1.29

Apple’s iPhone ecosystem has
become one of the top
exported items. REUTERS

lakh crore recorded in
2023-24. Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw has said
that iPhones alone ac-
counted for 1.5 lakh crore
worth of exports in the
smartphone segment.

The reciprocal tariff re-
gime announced by U.S.
President Donald Trump
had raised concerns on Ap-
ple’s iPhone production
plan in China and India.

However, in a relief for
the sector, the Trump ad-
ministration on Saturday
(as per Indian Standard
Time) said they will ex-
clude electronics like
smartphones and laptops
from reciprocal tariffs im-
posed on China as well as
other countries. The move
can help keep prices down
for popular consumer elec-
tronics goods that are not
usually made in the U.S.

U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection said items
like smartphones, laptops,
hard drives, flat-panel
monitors and some chips
would qualify for the ex-
emption. Machines used to
make semiconductors are
excluded too.

India’s Smartphone Exports to U.S. to Get
Tariff Edge Over China

IANFT T AR & TATEHIT AT & DT W]
¢Re Tgd Aash

Export of iPhones, smartphones, tablets, and laptops
from Indiato the U.S. will be 20% cheaper compared
to those from China, due to tariff exemptions by the
Trump administration.

TFY WA GarT SRE ge R I & FRor R &
IANFT F FEPIT, TAEH I, Sadie H very &1 =TT
<fIeT &Y geelT 3 20% TEAT g

. The U.S. government has amended its tariff order to exempt
smartphones, tablets, laptops, and other electronics from new taxes.

IANH THR o 7T R T TAEHI, Egale, dueia 3R 37 saFeiias
YN &I BE &t o ToIT 3791 SR 3meer 7 waerst R g

. India has zero tariff on exported iPhones and other smart
devices, giving it a 20% tariff advantage over China, which still has
20% duties.

HI # T e e 3wl it e ¥ RBasw W T R §,
S a@ 38 =fier 9T 20% T 187 AT 8, STeT 31ef ot 20% Yoeh &

The India Cellular and Electronics Association (ICEA) represents companies like
Apple, Foxconn, Dixon, etc.
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3T Ao U3 saeiAa TRIRATe (ICEA) Hufadl S vode, wigaai, fBaae
3nfe 1 gfafAfecT Far gl

o Apple’s iPhone ecosystem in India has become the largest job creator and is one of
the top exported items from the country.

R H TCU FHT ATEHIT $HITATCH TIH T37 USIR FETaT a7 7137 ¢ 3R oy faifaa
3cqrel 7 AT AT B

e Mobile phone exports from India touched a record ¥2 lakh crore in 2024-25, growing
by 55% over ¥1.29 lakh crore in 2023-24, according to ICEA.

ICEA & 378N, 2024-25 % $IRT & AN B A1 T2 o FU3 & RFS TR R
g, St foh 2023-24 & ¥1.29 AT FUF T Jefl1 7 55% A T

e iPhones alone accounted for 1.5 lakh crore of the total smartphone exports, said
Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw.

FErT 7Y IrRTAY dvorg A gt fF Ak IS F1 AT & T1.5 a1 FA3 G

e The reciprocal tariff regime announced earlier by President Trump had raised
concerns for Apple’s manufacturing in China and India.

Iseqfa T EaRT 9ger O aREaRE ERE Afa o e 3t 3R 7 voger F AAor A
RESSECIEE AR

e Inarelief, the Trump administration announced on Saturday (IST) that
smartphones, laptops, and other electronics will be exempt from these tariffs.

eﬁm(ammw)ﬁmmmﬁmaﬁguw%mﬁm,ﬂqﬁmﬁr
3T FAFCIAFH HI 51 eRE & e & Frwah|

e The move is expected to keep prices stable for consumer electronics, which are
rarely manufactured in the U.S.

=g AT & 3UNFAT SAFCIAFH T hFA TRUT g1 T 3731e §, Fifeh SoTehr VAT
IARHT H g FA PP

e U.S. Customs and Border Protection announced that smartphones, laptops, hard
drives, flat-panel monitors, and some semiconductor chips will be exempt.
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JUH FECF TS a1ST Yiearere o =ivor & foh TAEHI, dqery, §18 3189, Fole-daer
Aiferex AR T Feftrsaex Rew &1 ge & smeah|

e Machines used to make semiconductors are not included in the exemption list.

YHFsae aaret arelt 7M1 e g 7 anfdrer adh foma o &
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Experts share insights on spinal health

and its impact on human well-being

|GS PaFer Ill: S&T |
€ Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

As part of the “Healthy In-
dia, Happy India” initia-
tive, a webinar titled
“Healthy Spine, Healthy
Life” was organised by Na-
ruvi Hospitals, Vellore, in
collaboration with The
Hindu. The  session
brought together three
expert doctors who shared
insights into spinal health
and its vital role in overall
well-being.

Boopesh P., consultant,
neurosurgery, Naruvi Hos-
pitals, focused on work-
place ergonomics. “Spinal
health is essential for main-
taining overall quality of

wiamn

ot HEALTHIER
@t{ CHOICES
i HAPPIER
HEALTHY LIVES.

NOIA (DM FoRAWEERR W

<im  HEALTHY SPINE,
== HEALTHY LIFE

life,” he noted, adding that
caring for the spine posi-
tively influences physical,
mental, and emotional
health. He identified key
ergonomic risk factors
such as poor posture, re-
petitive strain, excessive
force, and compression.
Dr. Boopesh also demon-

strated proper desk pos-
ture and safe lifting tech-
niques to avoid strain or
injury.

Backiaraj D., spine sur-
geon at Naruvi Hospitals,
addressed the factors af-
fecting spine health. “A
healthy spine has discs that
are cushiony and flexible,
enabling smooth move-
ment,” he said. He further
explained that strong sup-
porting muscles play a vital
role in maintaining spinal
integrity.

“Maintaining good pos-
ture involves aligning the
joints, engaging the core,
relaxing the shoulders,
and ensuring the head and
neck are in proper align-

ment,” he noted. He also
highlighted that lifestyle
habits such as smoking,
vaping, and stress can ad-
versely affect spine health.

Vinitha Varghese, con-
sultant, physical medicine
and rehabilitation, Naruvi
Hospitals, emphasised the
importance of exercise for
spinal health.

She introduced the
Flamingo Test, a simple
technique to assess ba-
lance by standing on one
leg with eyes closed.
“There’s no ideal age to be-
gin exercising,” she said,
urging people to first as-
sess their joint mobility
and flexibility before start-
ing a fitness routine.

Experts Share Insights on Spinal Health and its Impact on
Human Well-being

{ig &1 Agd 31 AT FATOT W 3T THIT FH dHT AATAT
ATSAT Y ATARIRAT

As part of the “Healthy India, Happy India” initiative, a webinar titled
“Healthy Spine, Healthy Life” was organised by Naruvi Hospitals,
Vellore, in collaboration with The Hindu.

gl $T3T, B ST Tee & e Aed! FiieuTed, dooi A4 & R F
HEANT A "gea) TUTS, godl dIsd” ATHS AfaeTR 3mAfSra fham|

e The session brought together three expert doctors who shared insights into spinal
health and its vital role in overall well-being.

=g g 7 dieT faewet sterexl o 317e1 forar foiegiey i Y A 31R a7 T Tareew 7 sgfhr
HEAYOT ${fAHT TR SATAhIT TTSHT HT |
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e Boopesh P., consultant in neurosurgery, focused on workplace ergonomics and said
that spinal health is essential for maintaining quality of life.

A o, ST TSI HATEFR &, 77 I Y 1 g (wifaiaew) W oA Hied
fanar 3R e foh Jg A g T TATT T@eAT SAaet Y F[oraar o T ST & |

e He noted that spinal care positively affects physical, mental, and emotional health.

3egiet garar i fig 1 @t ARIRF, ARAF 3R HTGATCHS TAELT H GHRIcHS &
T gafad adr g

e He identified poor posture, repetitive strain, excessive force, and compression as
key ergonomic risk factors.

3egiel G HGT, SETIT AT A1, HeA T T 3R Ga1d 1 ToQ Talariars e FRF
S|

o Dr. Boopesh also demonstrated proper desk posture and safe lifting techniques to
avoid strain or injury.

ST, SURT & WEY 3 HaT 3R FRIATT 3519 Y At o oS foraa aatra ar ae @ s=m S
ah|

e Backiaraj D., spine surgeon at Naruvi Hospitals, explained that a healthy spine has
flexible discs that allow smooth movement.

IfFIRTST 31, S AT IR YCed H TUTS Folel &, ¥ 9T foh Taey g & adiel B
gIcl & St gt Tfer b Aty S 81

e He said that strong supporting muscles are important for spinal integrity.

3ogiel gl foh HTq WeTdad ATAATRAT, g Y AT TATT Wt # 3167 AT AT &1

o He advised that maintaining good posture involves joint alignment, core
engagement, shoulder relaxation, and correct positioning of the head and neck.

3egiel G 12T o 3reet T aaTT T@a # Sst T & AXG@OT, R ATIRIAT F1 3920,
et T Semae, 3R R 3l aréer it wd Ry s 2

e He also highlighted that lifestyle habits like smoking, vaping, and stress negatively
affect spine health.
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3egiel e 1 g T erarer, aftfar, 3R qera sl shaerdtelt #r ameed, g At dga 1
TR TG ¢

e Vinitha Varghese, consultant in physical medicine and rehabilitation, emphasised
the role of exercise in spinal health.

farafre effer, St o Rrfdrcar 3tk gorata 1 omesR 8, 2 fig 1 dga & sammT 6
3T R AR e

e She introduced the Flamingo Test, a simple balance test by standing on one leg with
eyes closed.

3egiel FATRAT ¥ U7 T, Torast v I o I 9 FXE @S QY Hfoled hi Sirel b
S &1

e She stressed that there is no ideal age to begin exercising, but one should assess
joint mobility and flexibility first.

3ogleT SR Y BT (o SATATH Y FIA T FIS G 3 AL gell, Afehet Tger AT Y
arfarelterar iR e=iemae S o= Tnfgu]
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FPIs withdraw 331,575 crore
from equities this month

Foreign investors have pulled out 331,575 crore
from the country’s equity markets so far this
month, in the wake of turbulence created by
sweeping tariffs imposed by the U.S. on most
nations, including India. This came following a
net investment of 330,927 crore in the six trading
sessions from March 21 to 28. This infusion
helped reduce the overall outflow for March to
3,973 crore, according to data from the
depositories. Compared to previous months, this
marks a notable improvement. In February,
foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) took out 334,574
crore, while in January, the outflow was even
higher at 378,027 crore. This shift in investor
sentiment highlights the volatility and evolving
dynamics in global financial markets. The total
withdrawn by FPIs has reached 1.48 lakh crore
in 2025. em

FPIs Withdraw Z31,575 Crore
from Equities This Month

THUIHTE o 37 Al AT d6R
d 31,575 HUS Y AR i

Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs)
have withdrawn 31,575 crore from
the country's equity markets this
month due to the turbulence
caused by sweeping tariffs
imposed by the U.S. on most
nations, including India.

faeelt Ewifaa Fdere) (FPI) 58
A AR & AW TR A 31,575
T3 F fAwrd Y &, ForaesT RO
3rARET ganrT rfaranrer &2t 9x @y
forw arT STaE e 8, Forae e ot
iR 81

e This withdrawal follows a net investment of
30,927 crore in six trading sessions from
March 21 to 28.

g [T 21 AT | 28 AT deh & ©g IR

Al 7 30,927 5 F ey AT & 918 g3 &

e The infusion of funds in March helped reduce the overall outflow for the month to 3,973
crore, according to data from depositories.

AT & €T oh TaTg o HEIA o Dol TolehI&T 3l 3,973 NS cleh hsl el A Hag, I g, SiT STAT
FIA qTel HEATHT § GTCT 37731 & IHTER &

e Compared to previous months, this marks a significant improvement. In February, FPIs
withdrew ¥34,574 crore, while in January, the outflow was even higher at 78,027 crore.
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e #QIGAT hl Jofell &, T HEcaqUT R T G2l §| BIEN 7 THHITS o 334,574 15
1 fAenrd &1, STafer Sreradt 7 Ay 178,027 18 e 31T 2|

e This shift in investor sentiment highlights the volatility and evolving dynamics in global

financial markets.

AP 1T 7 I scond IRaw e =Ry & rfeurar 3k aead ekt =

3ARR T g

o The total amount withdrawn by FPIs has reached %1.48 lakh crore in 2025.
2025 # THUITS SaRT fo¥ehTell 318 el T X1.48 oG IS cfeh g T &

DRDO tests laser weapon system

that can disable missiles and drones -

[GS Paper lll: Defence |

The Hindu Bureau

tive to defeat the target,”

NEW DELHI the DRDO said.
Detailing the function-
The Defence Research and ing of the system, the state-

Development Organisation
(DRDO) on Sunday an-
nounced the successful
trial of the Mk-II(A) Laser-
Directed Energy Weapon
(DEW) system “mastering

ment said once detected
by a radar or by its inbuilt
Electro Optic (EO) system,
laser-DEW can engage tar-
gets at the speed of light
and use an intense laser

the technology of disabling beam to cut through the
missiles, drones and small- target, leading to structu-
er projectiles”. ral failure or more impact-
The success has put In- - Lo ful results if the warhead is
dia in the exclusive club of A view of the Laser-Directed Energy Weapon system developed by targeted.
nations which have the the DRDO toshoot down aerial targets in Kurnool. ANI X This type of cutting-
high-power  Laser-DEW edge weaponry has the po-
system, the DRDO saidina  thwarting a multiple drone  conds made it the most po-  tential to revolutionise the
statement. attack and destroying ene- tent  counter  drone battlespace by reducing
“Indigenously designed my surveillance sensors system.” the reliance on expensive

and developed MKk-II(A)
DEW system was demon-
strated in its entire spec-
trum of capability by en-
gaging the fixed wing
drones at long range,
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and antennae,” the state-
ment said.

“The lightning speed of
engagement, the precision
and the lethality delivered
at the target within few se-

“Cost of firing it for few
seconds is equivalent to
the cost of couple of litres
of petrol. Therefore, it has
the potential to be a long-
term and low-cost alterna-

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in -

ammunition, while also lo-
wering the risk of collateral
damage, it stated. The trial
was carried at the National
Open Air Range, Kurnool
in Andhra Pradesh.
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DRDO Tests Laser Weapon System That Can Disable
Missiles and Drones

AHE3NT o AT 3R T F ASFT FIA arel dAeR AR
YTl &7 gdiaToT fohar

On Sunday, the Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) announced the successful trial of the Mk-II(A) Laser-Directed
Energy Weapon (DEW) system, mastering the technology to disable
missiles, drones, and smaller projectiles.

AT Y T&TT IHTHUTT 3 &AFTH HrseT (DRDO) A Mk-1I(A) ASR-3RRES
TeASit a9sT (DEW) YOTTlT & WWhel GLI&T0T 1 aiyor &, Sad fRamsal, sie
3R BIE WelFeged I fATSHT HTeT 1 dhealid wred g5l

e DRDO stated that this success has placed India among an exclusive group of nations
possessing high-power Laser-DEW systems.

SIREII o e o 57 TheIc o R I 3o7 YleAer 2t v Ao &7 &7 @sr fhar & S
g 3Tg-AfFd arell dei-DEW YoITel & |

e Theindigenously designed and developed Mk-II(A) DEW system was demonstrated
across its full capabilities, including engaging fixed-wing drones at long range,
neutralising multiple drone attacks, and destroying enemy surveillance sensors and
antennae.

gl v F Bomser iR e & 71§ Mk-11(A) DEW YTl &1 3T T &THdT & 1T
sefeYd foram aram, foraet ot gt R feares f&er 31 o e, T W1y 3§ 3 gAal
father YaT, X geaeT & FATRTett AU T TEGAT Y 75T el AMTA ATl

e The system delivered lightning speed, precision, and lethality, making it one of the
most potent counter-drone systems.

JuTTell o farsrelt St 71fa, I, 3R aras verma fe@ma, e g8 e wsimdh gher aeft
YoTTforal 7 & Teh Sef 17|

e The cost of firing the weapon for a few seconds is equivalent to the cost of just a
couple of litres of petrol, making it a low-cost and long-term alternative to defeat
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targets.
35U gTIIR I S ehs deh Tl T ART, HF F& olleT SN I AT & R 8, foad
Ig FA AT AR dw1faF Rded g S1ar |

e The system uses radar or an inbuilt Electro-Optic (EO) system to detect targets, then
engages them at the speed of light using an intense laser beam, causing structural
failure or impactful destruction if a warhead is hit.

IE YOI 18T &7 YT o9l & ToIT TBR AT IafAed saeel-3iifees (EO) WoTTelY sl
3N HT &, TR waprer Y a1fa & v fig oot fie &7 39T Fah g el Fal &, oo
HEATCHSF A%erdr 7 I IRES & [RATAT S 10 aF faamerei IR 3c0e1 gla &1

e Such cutting-edge weaponry can revolutionise modern battlefields by reducing
dependency on expensive ammunition and minimizing the risk of collateral damage.

38 IR & 3eoAd §FAAR AGI MAT-TG TR [ARIAT T A leh 3N G+ &1fa &
SIEH T Tereny Jerarl & HifasrY agard o Hevd o

e The trial was conducted at the National Open Air Range in Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh.

Ig GUNETOT MY FeRT & e el AT ATl AT TR IoT A fham 9T
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BatEchoMon: India’s first automated
bat monitoring, detection system

BatEchoMon is programmed to activate at sunset, when bats begin flying, and continuously li
captured by an ultrasonic detector, isolating bat calls from other noises, and then uses a neural network to identify the species

GS Paper lll: S&T
Nikhil Sreekandan

or her PhD research, bat

biologist Kadambari Deshpande

made overnight recordings of

bat echolocation calls in the
Western Ghats. A “good night” would
generate about 30 GB of data from 11
hours of recording with a bat detector. To
process the data, Deshpande would go
through several one-minute recordings,
scanning every millisecond for bat calls,
and make notes on the species and other
information on their behaviour and
ecology.

“It took me 11 months to process 20
nights of data,” Deshpande said.
“BatEchoMon can probably give me that
in a few hours.”

BatEchoMon, short for ‘Bat
Echolocation Monitoring,’ is an
autonomous system capable of detecting
and dnalpmg bat calls in real-time. It is
India t automated bat monitoring
system, developed by Deshpande and
Vedant Barje under the guidance of
Jagdish Krishnaswamy, at the Long-Term
Urban Ecological Observatory in the
School of Environment and Sustainability
at the Indian Institute for Human
Settlements (ITHS), Bengaluru.

Deshpande is a postdoctoral fellow at
the Observatory and the School; Barje,
who leads the WildTech Project at the
Wildlife Conservation Trust, is a
consultant there.

BatEchoMon marks a new chapter for
bat research in the country, according to
Deshpande. The monitoring system
allows scientists who study bats to “go
beyond data processing and towards
asking interesting questions about bat
ecology.”

“Not only will it lead to a smoother
workflow, it will help people transition to
recording bats in different parts of the
country, allowing us to gain more insights
on the natural history and ecology of
different bat species,” Rohit Chakravarty,
a bat researcher and conservationist at
the Nature Conservation Foundation,
said.

“I don’t know of any device
internationally with an inbuilt recording
plus call classifying unit. If my knowledge
serves me well, BatEchoMon is a
milestone in bat research globally.”

The bat in the machine
Aside from a recording device,
BatEchoMon includes components to
record, store, process, and analyse
species-wise bat activity on the fly. “In
[BatEchoMon], Audiomoth, a popular
low-cost ultrasonic detector, has been
configured to work as an ultrasonic
microphone,” Barje said.

BatEchoMon is programmed to activate

Kadambari Deshpande and Vedant Barje with two BatEchoMon units. VIVEK HASYAGAR

automatically at sunset, when bats begin
flying, and continuously listens and
analyses audio. The device’s brain is a
Raspberry Pi microprocessor, which
processes the data captured by
Audiomoth. “It first isolates bat calls from
other ultrasounds, such as those of
insects or anthropogenic and
environmental noises. Then the peak
frequency and structure of a bat call are
analysed to match a known pre-trained
model, which helps identify the bat
species,” Deshpande explained.

“The system uses a [convolutional
neural network] based algorithm to do

is,” Barje added. The output from the
device is a spectrogram ~ a visual
representation of the frequencies of an
audio signal as it varies with time — of all
detected bat calls, along with audi
recordings of the portions with just the
calls. The system also generates statistical
data on which species has been most
active through the night, which species
was active when, and so on.

“Earlier, all of this needed to be
interpreted manually, after painstakingly
combing through hours of data,”
Deshpande said.

The Raspberry Pi and its associated
processing components are enclosed in a
box measuring 200 mm x 80 mm x 80
mm. Other auxiliary components in the
device include a solar panel plus battery
and a WiFi communication unit for power
supply and data transmission,
respectively. In the absence of the sun,
the device can last for up to eight days,
according to Barje. BatEchoMon also has

ee

Currently, the system can identify six
to seven common Indian bat species.
Going forward, we would like to
include as many bat species as
possible

amodular design, and its battery,
charging apparatus, and the level of
automation and data relay can be
customised to the space it is installed in.
But the team was reluctant to reveal more
about the setup process.

‘Suddenly, it became possible’

Bat ecology and acoustics is a nascent
field in India, with just a handful of bat
researchers recording bat calls and
analysing them for ecological studies.
Global bat-call databases such as
ChiroVox and Xeno-Canto have few
recordings submitted by Indians.

Deshpande has been using bat
detectors since 2008 and has observed
their evolution worldwide. In Europe, she
said, detectors equipped with the
associated software and reference
libraries have saved scientists a lot of
time. Since then she has wanted to
develop something s but
customised for the insectivorous bats that
are more common in India.

After a chance meeting with fellow
researcher Barje, the duo started iterating
through numerous designs, different
microprocessors, algorithms, and power

solutions — before arriving at the current
version of BatEchoMon.

The core system of BatEchoMon costs a
third of advanced detectors and similar
systems, according to Barje. He didn’t
wish to disclose exact numbers, however.

The main challenge

In the last few months, BatEchoMon has
successfully completed pilot tests in an
IIHS site in Nashik. The team plans to test
it for longer durations and in diverse
conditions as well as to beta test the
device with select users outside the
organisation.

BatEchoMon’s primary obstacle is the
limited availability of reference libraries
for the calls of many bat speci
“Currently, the system can identify si
seven common Indian bat speci
forward, we would like to include as
many bat species as possible,” Deshpande
said.

They also said they hope the device in
its present form will be able to identify
the species commonly seen in urban,
peri-urban, and human-modified forested
areas. The main challenge is to create
robust training datasets to make good
detection models for different species.

Fortunately, collaborations among
Indian researchers are improving because
of initiatives like the ‘State of India’s Bats
workshop conducted by the Nature
Conservation Foundation and Bat
Conservation International, according to
Chakravarty.

(Nikhil Sreekandan is an independent

Jjournalist. nsreekandan@gmail.com)

stens and analyses audio. Its Raspberry Pi microprocessor processes data

THE GIST

BatEchoMon can detect and
analyse bat calls in real-time.
It is India’s first automated
bat monitoring system,
developed by Kadambari
Deshpande and Vedant Barje
at the Long-Term Urban
Ecological Observatory in
Bengaluru

v

The developers say the
system allows scientists to
progress towards asking
questions about bat ecology,
and will help people
transition to recording bats in
other parts of the country

o

The output from the device is
a spectrogram of all detected
bat calls, along with audio of
just the calls. The system also
generates statistics on which
species has been most active.
Earlier, all of this needed to
be interpreted manually

BatEchoMon: India’s First Automated Bat Monitoring and
Detection System

BatEchoMon: 3R 6T ggell TaaTferd gHNes AR 3R

9gdTeT YUTTell
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BatEchoMon is programmed to activate at sunset, when bats begin
flying, and continuously listens and analyses audio signals.

BatEchoMon &I FATET & FAYT AT 811 & fow dharmer fram s 8, 51«
THIMGS 33T YE FAA o, X T§ MR 3Hi3aT Reerelt w1 gaaam 3R
frearwor Far B

e The system uses a Raspberry Pi microprocessor to process data captured by an
ultrasonic detector, isolates bat calls from other noises, and uses a neural network to
identify species.

IE YUTTell Teh Raspberry Pi ATSHIMAHAT T 3TN Xl &, ST Heeriferd 3¢ eanT
Repis forT T 32T T AT HTAT &, THINGST hY HTATSAT bl 37T AT F 376197 HIaT &, 3R
TSIl T Igilel & folT #gTer siead T 3UANT e o

Data Challenges in Manual Monitoring

Hegarer TR #F ST weeh galfaar

e For her PhD research, bat biologist Kadambari Deshpande recorded overnight
echolocation calls of bats in the Western Ghats.

379 freas) R & AT gaenes [aaeT sl 22rais o giRas) arel & gamnes) i 19
81T Y SHIATh A 3MTaTal o Reprs fFam|

e A “good night” would generate about 30 GB of data from 11 hours of recording.

Teh "3 Ud” & 11 ' HT RapI189T & SI971379T 30 SA&Y 3T 3cTs<T gIaT AT|

o Deshpande had to scan each millisecond of several one-minute recordings, taking 11
months to process data from just 20 nights.

SRAUTS Tl FS Teh-Teh AT I RepI5eT & YAF fANAHS FI TheT AT Usar 2T, ST
Shdel 20 Tl o 3T ol T el A 11 Aglet o1 |

e BatEchoMon can perform this analysis in just a few hours.
BatEchoMon Ig TaReINUT sharel F& ©el H T Hehell 5|
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Development and Purpose

fewra 3t 3qeRT

BatEchoMon, short for Bat Echolocation Monitoring, is an autonomous system for
real-time detection and analysis of bat calls.

BatEchoMon, IT=ir Bat Echolocation Monitoring, Teh TaTI YOIl § Sif THINGST ehl
3TaTSlt T TA-TBH & 9aT o 3 fAeewor = & JeTH B

It is India’s first automated bat monitoring system, developed by Kadambari
Deshpande and Vedant Barje under Jagdish Krishnaswamy at the Indian Institute
for Human Settlements (IIHS), Bengaluru.

TE AR FT Igel! TaAIfoIT THIES AR Jommel! €, T Fread) dergis 3R agid aref
STTEIRT FSUMEATHT & AETELT 7 d9re[% Ud HRAT AT FHET T (IIHS) H faspfaa
e

Deshpande is a postdoctoral fellow at IIHS, and Barje, who leads the WildTech
Project at the Wildlife Conservation Trust, is a consultant at the same institution.

2QTTe QrEesiFeRe Bat ¢ 31 araf, St Wildlife Conservation Trust # WildTech
TR HT Acfed Hdl 8, T61 & FAGHR & |

Advantages and Research Impact
oITsT 3 AT TR 3T

According to Deshpande, BatEchoMon opens new avenues for bat research in India.
CRIUTS & 38R, BatEchoMon $Re H IHANGS HTHET o [T #7T IEd TieleT &

The system allows researchers to go beyond data processing and explore ecological
behaviour and natural history.

TE YOl MNURATHT T 3T WA & 31 Tghy MRITYfH! aaer AR apfas sfaer
TR AT e e BT IATT &l B
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Rohit Chakravarty, a bat researcher from the Nature Conservation Foundation, said
the system enables smoother workflows and helps expand bat studies to different parts
of the country.

AU FAARUT BI3IAA & TFINGS ARl N Tshadt oF gl foh Tg JUTTIT ST T
T JaTdT & 31 &er & fafdesr fRwaY & geenes 3reuaa &1 ATar 3 7 #Ace Fdr 2

He also mentioned that there is no international device that combines recording and
call classification like BatEchoMon, calling it a global milestone.

38t Ig Y FgT T BatEchoMon ST RepTfEar 3 Hier FefRrahereT arer #is
HARTSET IYFIVT AT £, 3R 3 AT FTaX W v IudAfeyr sarm|

System Design and Functioning

9uITel Y T 3R FrRIvoIe

Besides a recording device, BatEchoMon has components to record, store, process,
and analyse species-specific bat activity.

Repiser f3arsd & 37elm@r, BatEchoMon # y=iTfa-fafirse aanes afafafeat = RS,
TR, NAW 3R fedwor Fa & v 37 e o 1

The system uses Audiomoth, a low-cost ultrasonic detector, configured to act as an
ultrasonic microphone.

Ig JoTTell Audiomoth, Teh & ST dTell ec s f3caex, ol AHecralfas ATSHIT
H RE FIH FA & [T HieHIR FT B

The Raspberry Pi microprocessor processes the data captured by Audiomoth.

Raspberry Pi ATgHIMREAER, Audiomoth GaRT Rl fhT 31T SeT r 9 e ke g

It isolates bat calls from other ultrasonic and environmental noises and matches the
structure and peak frequency with pre-trained models to identify bat species.

Ig 37 Hogratfas 3N qafavofir aRY & Iemest 1 3rarsl i 3rem@T Hdr § 3 @
wffara Afser @ Tofelt X FoTiaat ST ggereT T ¢ |

A convolutional neural network (CNN) based algorithm performs the analysis.

T Fledieqeree a4 aAcdd (CNN) TeTRd TeReH g faeelsor T 3|
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e The output includes spectrograms of bat calls, audio recordings of call-only
segments, and statistical data on species activity throughout the night.

H3TYE H THAMGS Fiew & TAFCIAH, halel Hied & AT RifEr, 3R i w0
werifa afafafer &1 wif@adra Sy anfAar @xar &1

Hardware and Deployment

grEaay 3ix =l

e The Raspberry Pi and other components are enclosed in a box of size 200 mm x 80 mm
x 80 mm.

Raspberry Pi 3i¥ 3/= Tea 200 f&#HT x 80 fa#Y x 80 fA#Y & ve sl A @ arw |

e The device includes a solar panel with battery and WiFi unit for power and data
transmission.

fEarsa 1 wlkt doer 3iiv ded T2 ser crafAe & fw wiki gfae anfaer €

e In the absence of sunlight, the device can function for up to eight days.

IST T Ml o g1t aX i I8 fRangd 3ms et aeh &ra e JahaTT 2

e The system is modular, allowing customisation of battery, charging, automation, and
data relay according to the deployment space.

Ig Tl ATZYER ¢, Torad sed, anfSter, Faerere, 3R a1 grafarer I e wre &
3THR 3eTehforel TohaT ST Hehell &

o However, the team has not disclosed full details of the setup process.

gleliieh, 1A o TUTYAT YT & qX TaeaxoT |rst o181 fhu 81

‘Suddenly, it became possible’

e Bat ecology and acoustics is a nascent field in India, with only a few researchers
recording and analysing bat calls for ecological studies.

TR 3 TFamgs! St aTRfEafaer 3R eafaehr v aaifee & &, foreed e o & aaad
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IR EATIRRT 3reaaeT & fow soreht eafaat & Rers 3R fdvor ax | &1

e Global bat-call databases like ChiroVox and Xeno-Canto have very few contributions
from Indian researchers.

ChiroVox 3R Xeno-Canto ¥ dfRaeh STTeT # ST AMeThclT3it GaRT Sgcd e
Repiféer 3qerstr g1

e Deshpande has been using bat detectors since 2008 and has seen their evolution
globally.

SIS 2008 T d¢ fEEFeR T 3TN I & & 3R 378t 37 3Yh0T & AfRaeh e &
@yl

e In Europe, detectors with software and reference libraries save researchers a lot of time.

U9 A, WFEIIT AR T3y JEhrordl @ e %éw%ﬁﬂaa—cﬁaﬁwag'amﬁra%ﬁ

o Deshpande wanted a similar system for insectivorous bats, which are more common in
India.

AT UT &Y FATeH T F 37H UTC ST arer Fresraft gHemnest & v sar=r argdr o

o After meeting Barje, the two experimented with various designs, microprocessors,
algorithms, and power solutions.

TS H FSATHIT & J1G, Il o s SIS, AFHIVHA, TR, 3R Fai1 qamewi &
Ty 9T R |

e This led to the current version of BatEchoMon.
34T 9ROTTH BatEchoMon & TcIHTel TEH0T o ®9 H TATHA AT

o BatEchoMon’s core system costs only one-third of other advanced detectors, though
exact figures are undisclosed.

BatEchoMon T F&T JUTTe T ST 3o JeTdl 3Rt Y JofeTt ¥ Fraret vah-fargrs €,
gTelifeh I 3Tihs TS 6T 1T T ¢ |
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The Main Challenge
HET Tetd!

In recent months, BatEchoMon successfully completed pilot testing at an IIHS site in
Nashik.

glel &1 #, BatEchoMon & TR & [IHS FUel IX UTIele THETOT HholcTqdeh GXT fomaT |

The team now plans to test it in diverse conditions and for longer durations, including
beta testing with external users.

e &7 =0 ARy oRfPufaa) 3 & srafer & forw adieTor e Hr Frster = W E,
TSa# 183 ITARTRATIT & TT drer gdaqor anfde &

A major limitation is the lack of reference libraries for Indian bat species.

Teh 81 AT g © o R To9TEs Tolfadl & fov Hgst qEaareral 1 wall 1

Currently, the device can identify only six to seven common Indian bat species.

JIATT H, Ig T3a18H Fad B8 W WId AHT HRART TTfadt T IgareT T hdl &

The goal is to include as many species as possible in the future.

AITST 7 36527 ¢ Tor Forasit 310 wonfaat 6979 g1 &, 3o¢ enfad fomar Ao

The team aims to identify species found in urban, peri-urban, and human-modified
forest areas.

I T 18T A, I-Agq, 3R AT-TNAT To7 8137 F IS ST aTell Gl ohl ggare
AT gl

The major challenge is building robust training datasets to develop effective detection
models.

HET Yol & Tob AT TARTOT 32T Fe IR FohT ST arfes el BersT Afse faenfa
foru T &b

Collaboration among Indian researchers is improving due to workshops like ‘State of
India’s Bats’.
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Saving traditional varieties of seeds

[GS Paper Il Environment |

magine an India where
every farmer grows the
same handful of crops —
wheat, rice, and a few
vegetables — while thousands of
traditional seed varieties
disappear. This is not a distant
future; it is happening now.

For centuries, India’s seeds of
traditional varieties have been the
backbone for food security and a
key component of the country’s
rich cultural heritage. While new
hybrid varieties have held the
promise of high yields, they have
come with a cost — greater
dependence on chemical
fertilisers, water-dependant
farming, increased vulnerability to
climate shocks, and altered food
quality and nutrient content. The
irony? At a time when extreme
weather events are threatening
food production, we are sidelining
the very varieties that can
withstand droughts, floods, and
replenish depleted soils.

Structure of the food system
Even when we know their
benefits, why are traditional
varieties disappearing? The truth
is: the problem is not just about
seeds of traditional varieties; it is
about how the entire food system
is structured, creating issues that
make it hard, if not impossible, for
traditional seeds to survive. The
first issue is of market demand
and consumer preferences. Most
Indian consumers unknowingly
contribute to the loss of traditional
seeds. Supermarkets, government
food programmes, and
households favour high-yielding
rice and wheat, sidelining
traditional, climate-resilient grains
of millets, pulses and indigenous
rice varieties. As there is no
demand, farmers hesitate to grow
these varieties.

The second issue is that unlike
hybrid seeds that are
mass-produced and sold
commercially, traditional seeds
rely on community exchange and
local conservation. However, India
lacks enough well-funded
community seed banks to store
and conserve these varieties.

Costanza Conti

Policy Research Lead
at the M.S.
Swaminathan
Research Foundation
(MSSRF)

E.D. Israel Oliver
King

Biodiversity Program
Director, MSSRF

Rengalakshmi

Executive Director,
Area Operations,
MSSRF

At a time when
extreme
weather events
are threatening
food production,
we are
sidelining the
very varieties
that can
withstand
droughts, floods,
and replenish
depleted soils

Third, India’s agricultural
policies have historically
promoted high-yielding varieties,
in a well-meaning attempt to
prioritise food production and
boost food security. However, this
has inadvertently caused a
trade-off in terms of biodiversity
and nutritional quality. While
initiatives such as the Odisha
Millet Mission have attempted to
change this, most government
subsidies and procurement
programmes are slow to catch up.
Even agricultural research and
development has focused more on
increasing productivity of a few
crops, rather than focusing on
conserving and improving genetic
diversity and enhancing climate
resilience.

Conservation efforts

While challenges persist, the fight
to save India’s traditional seed
varieties is not lost. Many
organisations have been leading
the way in conserving and reviving
indigenous varieties and neglected
crops for over 30 years. For
instance, MSSRF’s Tribal
Agrobiodiversity Centre in
Jeypore, Odisha, recently held a
national consultation, which
brought together different
stakeholders and fostered
discussion on how to build climate
resilient, sustainable, and
inclusive seed systems. From this
consultation, a road map started
to emerge on the way forward.

No single solution will work to
save India’s seeds of traditional
varieties and crops — recognising
farmers’ knowledge and rights,
strengthening community seed
bank networks, initiating
alternative seed systems to
support local crops and varieties,
providing market incentives, and
promoting policy changes are all
actions that must go hand in hand.

For too long, India’s research
and development efforts have
focused on improved/high-yield
varieties that prioritise
productivity over climate
resilience. A shift is needed — one
that funds participatory plant
breeding programmes where

Saving Traditional Varieties of Seeds
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farmers work alongside scientists
to share knowledge and develop
improved traditional seeds.

Well-funded and easily
reachable seed banks are critical
to prevent seed losses for farmers.
Governments must support the
establishment of a network of
regional conservation centres to
prevent India from losing its
genetic heritage forever.

Farmers will not grow crops
that they cannot sell. The
government must create support
systems for processing and
marketing and provide financial
incentives for traditional crop
cultivation, recognising their
climate-resilient, environmental
and nutrition benefits. Expanding
Minimum Support Prices and
procurement programmes for
including these crops into school
meals, hospitals, and ration shops
can drive large-scale change.

Ultimately, the battle for
traditional crops and varieties will
be won in kitchens. Awareness
campaigns and branding
initiatives should highlight the
health and environmental benefits
of traditional crops. When
consumers demand these such
produce, the markets will
respond, creating a cycle of
production and consumption.

Time for action

India stands at a turning point.
Rising cost of farming inputs,
climate change, depleting soil
health, and unhealthy food
consumption make it clear that we
cannot afford to rely only on
high-yield crop varieties and
market preferred crops. The good
news? We do not need to choose
between food security and
sustainability. By investing in
seeds of traditional crops and
varieties, India can create a
sustainable food system that is not
just productive but also resilient,
nutritious, and aligned with its
agricultural heritage. The time for
piecemeal solutions is over. We
need coordinated national efforts
and alliances between diverse
stakeholders to restore the
balance in our food system.
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Imagine an India where every farmer grows the same handful of crops
like wheat, rice, and a few vegetables, while thousands of traditional
seed varieties disappear.

Fo Afeoar 39 ¥, FTafF gt TR fier et amae &) e §

e This is happening now, not in the distant future.

g T B @ &, o fop rfasa 7

e For centuries, India’s traditional seed varieties have been the backbone of food
security and a key part of the country’s rich cultural heritage.

AT §, AR 1 IRaRe @it fred Treg geat H1 3 W & 31K S &1 Ty avpfas
RIE T Teh HEcaquT feeaT g

+ New hybrid varieties promise high yields, but they come with costs: greater
dependence on chemical fertilisers, water-dependent farming, increased vulnerability
to climate shocks, and changes in food quality and nutrient content.

7S gTsfs R 307 YeTaR &1 aTeT el €, AfheT 38 ATy AT 59 € Iamfas
FETHI R 31T Ao, STer-foasiy W, Srerarg wehel & 9 9 g5 Tdearelierdr, IR
TIey IUTEdT TUT 99 deal T JrHaf F Feeld |

e The irony is that at a time when extreme weather events threaten food production, we
are sidelining the very varieties that can withstand droughts, floods, and replenish
depleted soils.

e I8 § T ST I AlGH geATU WG 3cUIGe Sl W H STl T8 8, 8H 300! [ohEAT
Y F3TETST X T & S @, a18, AR @relt 73 fAed Y ga: st Y a7 T B

Structure of the Food System
ey oot Y FIAT
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o Even though we know the benefits of traditional seed varieties, they are disappearing
due to the structure of the entire food system.

gleliich & qRARe sfier el & omer STieTd) €, I WIgh WTTelY &hl §Iw=AT o SHROT IS 81
wrel

e The first issue is market demand and consumer preferences.

Ugoll GHEAT STSTR T AT 311 3q3irar 1 IrafAsan 2|

e Most Indian consumers unknowingly contribute to the loss of traditional seeds by
favouring high-yielding rice and wheat in supermarkets, government food
programmes, and households, sidelining climate-resilient grains like millets, pulses,
and indigenous rice varieties.

TTRIhTer TR SUsHlerl YuRATHE!, TXHRY WIT FAFHAT, 3R R A 357 Ye@R ara
ATae 3R A T AR G TRIRF RSl & Thdtet 7 Hefoflal # JTer Fd &, 3R
Srerarg-gfaet 3resit S8 aTeR, aTel, 31K eft Araer hit et T AoR3TErST FA 8|

e Without demand, farmers hesitate to grow these traditional varieties.

AT o gt W, fohaTe 37 IR fRTHAT T 39T & Thrd Fd & |

e The second issue is that traditional seeds depend on community exchange and local
conservation, whereas hybrid seeds are mass-produced and commercially sold.

il FHEAT I & T qRARe st G & ATETT-TereT 31T T FYET0T 0 fosiy s
g, STafeh gsfeis el &l 93 YA IR 3cuiest 3R arftifsae fashr gid g

e India lacks well-funded community seed banks to store and conserve traditional
seeds.

HRA A IRARF el &l Farfge 3 TETT et & fov ey ave & fae i weperfs
@i 35 Fraa g

e Third, India’s agricultural policies have historically promoted high-yielding varieties,
focusing on food production and food security, which has inadvertently caused a trade-
off in biodiversity and nutritional quality.

e T, TR Y T ATt o WdeETi@es & @ 3o Yerar arelt freat &1 gerar fear g,
S TTed 3cutesT 3R Wi FI&T IR hied &, o HRT 3o # sia fafaerar 3 giyor
I[oTaET A HeJoleT e AL
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o While initiatives like Odisha Millet Mission aim to address this issue, most government
subsidies and procurement programmes have been slow to adapt.

STafen 33 SToRT e ST Tgdll FT 3652 $H THEAT il §ol el &, TR THRT
gieasr 3R @lie AT F 38 319 F el a1fy fe@rs 2

e Agricultural research and development has focused more on increasing the productivity
of a few crops, rather than conserving and improving genetic diversity and climate
resilience.

Y 3T AR AR A FS BHeA T ScuTehdT dgTa W 38 €1t S fHarg,
oI 38 foh A RAfrerar 3k sreary aharde w1 wferd 3R gura w|

Conservation Efforts
HI&TOT 9ITH
o Despite challenges, efforts to save India’s traditional seed varieties are ongoing.

eIt & dTas]e, AR T TR A freat 1 2 & v SRy §|

e Several organizations have been working for over 30 years to conserve and revive
indigenous varieties and neglected crops.

s FITSe 30 aNt F 3 THY A et At 3R 39fard Bael wr TRfaTd iR gesiiiad
el o [T PHA AT EE |

e [For example, MSSRF’s Tribal Agrobiodiversity Centre in Jeypore, Odisha, recently
held a national consultation to discuss building climate-resilient, sustainable, and
inclusive seed systems.

316301 & foIT, MSSRF &7 afeare i sta fafderar &g SR, NS A g & 7 v
TS GRIAL T IS T, Toras Sterarg-arid, Feid AR F@Emash st gonfedt W
T T TS|

e Aroad map emerged from this consultation for the way forward.

5T WA T 39T & TEA & oI v Tgfadger 3R
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e Saving India’s traditional seeds will require recognising farmers’ knowledge and
rights, strengthening community seed bank networks, creating alternative seed
systems, and providing market incentives.

AR & TRARF ISl &t e & forw framet & et 3t 3Rt # ggamaen, aeeRis
diot o SAcdeh Y A AT, dnfeds diar JonfordT S=11a1 3R TR ST JaleT el
3TIeTH gIam|

e The focus should shift to participatory plant breeding programmes, where farmers
work alongside scientists to improve traditional seeds.

€T ATNER YT Ystelel HIRIFAT X BloTT A1T8T, ST8T fhdTe dATTIhT o AT TRl
URARe Aol 7 FUR A |

 Well-funded and accessible seed banks are critical to prevent seed losses for farmers.

37<E) g A o N 3R Forst dier I Frarat & faw Sisil & FJendret i Aehel & faw
Hgcaol &

e Governments must support the establishment of a network of regional conservation
centres to preserve India’s genetic heritage.

TIHRT I ARG 1 ST R 1 TET e & T 3T GIeqor Fgl & sede 6
TATTAT T AT AT AT

e Farmers will not grow crops they cannot sell, so the government must create support
systems for processing and marketing and provide financial incentives for
traditional crop cultivation.

fRaTe 37 B Y 8] 39T Toleg d 9T 7781 Fohdl, SHTAT AIHR I FHERIOT 3T
e & faw gade gomelY g6 Aifgv iR aRuR$ FEe 39T o forv e wicamg
YeTe el ATy

¢ Expanding Minimum Support Prices and procurement programmes for traditional
crops can drive large-scale change.

ARURE Bl & [T s geTas FAAT 7o 3N @lg FRIFAT 1 [FEIN 988 F T
aRadie o Hhell ¢
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Time for Action

FRATE FT AT

e India faces rising costs of farming inputs, climate change, depleting soil health, and
unhealthy food consumption, making it clear that relying only on high-yield varieties
and market-preferred crops is unsustainable.

R P $AYCH T Tocll AT, FTerarg IRTd, e e Hir fgd, 3R 3aey @eg
3THIIT BT HTHAT T T&T &, ST TG TISE hdT & b shael 3= YeEar arelt fFEAT 3R aem-
YTITHehdT aTell Bael 9T [ T8 31fR &

e The good news is that India does not have to choose between food security and
sustainability.

IS @R
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Will Trump’s tariffs bring in a recession?

US. President Trump declared on April 2 that the US. would henceforth be charging a minimum of 10% tariff on all its imports. While the markets recoiled with horror at the scale of the

tariff increases, China has vowed to ‘fight till the end'’ in what may turn out to be a prolonged and bitter trade war
S Paper lll: External
(Sector. ..

Jayan Jose Thomas

he U.S. has been the greatest

champion of free trade and the

chief architect of globalisation

since the middle of the 20th
century. However, in a stunning reversal
of roles, U.S. President Donald Trump
unleashed a carpet bombing of the global
trading system on April 2, which he
declared as “Liberation Day”.

The U.S. tariff, or the tax America
levies on imports from other countries,
was 2 to 3% for two decades until 2024
{(Chart 1). However, President Trump
declared on April 2 that the U.S. would
henceforth be charging a minimum of
10% tariff on all its imports. Imports from
about 60 countries will have a
significantly higher-level tariff — which is
being described as “reciprocal” tariffs.
‘These include tariffs of 20% on the
European Union (EU), 27% on India, and
46% on Vietnam.

Tariffs of 25% were imposed in
February itself on Mexico and Canada,
the U.S’s neighbours and two of its largest
trading partners. But the biggest jolt has
been the tariff imposed on China, which
supplies one-sixth of all foreign goods the
U.S. consumes. Imports from China to the
U.S., as of April 11, will now face tariffs of
145% (Table 1).

The markets recoiled with horror at the
scale of the tariff increases and their
uncertainty. Stock markets nosedived.
China has retaliated, returning each tariff
blow with equal ferocity. It has imposed
125% tariffs on imports from the U.S.
‘There is a distinct possibility that the U.S.
and the world are heading towards a
painful economic recession. On April
President Trump reversed some of hi:
decisions, announcing a 90-day pause on
“reciprocal” tariffs for most countries
while insisting that the steep tariffs on
China would take immediate effect.

A commodity with a price tag of $100
imported from (say, Vietnam) would have
cost $103 in the U.S. market if tariffs were
3%. However, the same good must be
purchased for $146 when the newly
announced tariffs take effect. Tariffs
protect domestic industries from foreign
competition but may lead to price
increases.

‘Make America Great Again’
With its high per capita income and low
tariffs, the U.S. has been the largest
export market for goods from cars to
computers, aiding the creation of
manufacturing jobs in several countries.
In 2022, China exported goods worth
$576 billion to the U.S., but the U.S., in
return, could sell only $154 billion worth
of goods to China (Table 2). Overall, the
U.S. had a trade deficit of $1,311 billion, or
5% of its gross domestic product (GDP), in
2022. America has managed to continue
buying more from the world than what it
sells because of the dollar’s position as the
dominant international currency. That is
primarily thanks to China, which
continues to back dollar-denominated
assets, storing significant portions of its
large export surpluses in U.S. treasury
bonds. Such a mutually beneficial
relationship between the two largest
economic powers has been the key driver
of the globalisation of trade and finance
since the 2000s.

However, globalisation creates

ities not only in the ing but

also in the developed world. In the U.S.,
sectors such as steel and automobiles
have been among the most hit by import
competition.

The trade

"WAR

U.S. President Donald Trump unleashed 3 carpet bombing of the
global trading system on April 2. With the higher tariffs, prices
of most goods, especially cansumer goods, will move upward,
inflicting pain on ordinary Americans =

Chart 1: Average tariffs (in %)
The trade weighed averages of Most-Favoured-
Nation (MFN) duties imposed by each country

0
1996 2002 2008

Table 1: U.S. tariffs on selected countries and
their export-GDP ratios

U.S. tariffs (%),  Exportsas

of April9,2025 % of GDP

India | 27* 21.8
China 145 197
Canada \ 25 Y
Mexico 25 | 36.0
Vietnam \ 46" | a2
South Korea | [

Table 2: U.S/s trade with major trading
partners in 2022 {in $ billion)

PartnerName  Export Import B:m:!
VAl!counulst {.061 -1,3”77
China 154 1 422
Mexico 324 459 -135
Canada 355 447 -92
Japan 80 154 -74
Germany 73 150 | -8
Vietnam 11 136 | -124
SouthKorea | 11 | 121 | 49
India 47 91 | -44
United Kingdom | 77 65 13
Thailand 16 63 -47

Trade disruptions ahead: Gantry cranes stand as containers stack below at Brani Terminal, operated by the PSA (Port of Singapore Authority) International

Pte, Singapore on April 12. GETTY IMAGES

The resentment of the workers in these
sectors — many of whom are white,
middle-aged men - has been one of the
factors that helped propel Mr. Trump to
the U.S. presidency in 2016 and again in
2024. President Trump has promised to
revive U.S. manufacturing, protecting it
from competitors who, in earlier years,
were allowed to “rip off” America with
their imports.

Without a doubt, President Trump is
playing with fire. With the higher tariffs,
prices of most goods, especially consumer
goods, will move upward, inflicting pain
on ordinary Americans. It is doubtful if
American firms can lift their production
capabilities to serve at least a part of the
demand created for them by making
imports costlier.

China’s gamble

China has vowed to “fight till the end” in
what may turn out to be a prolonged and
bitter trade war. Such bravado is backed

by the fact that China has been quietly
preparing for such a showdown for over a
decade, gradually reducing its
dependence on the U.S. economy. The
proportion of exports to GDP has
declined steeply in China, from 35% in
2012 t0 19.7% in 2023. As a proportion of
total exports, China’s exports to the
U.S. have fallen, too, from 21% in 2006 to
16.2% in 2022. China has invested hugely
in science, technology, and innovation,
particularly in artificial intelligence and
electric cars. This has been done partly in
response to the U.S’s restrictions on
technology transfer to China. China
bypassed U.S. tariffs earlier by shifting
production to its East Asian neighbours
(especially Vietnam), with which it built
deep economic networks.

India’s options

President Trump calls India a ‘tariff king’,
referring to the marked increase in India’s
tariffs since 2018 (Chart 1). The biggest

| chunk of India’s exports is sold to the U.S.
($91 billion in 2022), and they are critical
for meeting the country’s large import
bill. Therefore, any reduction in India's
export earnings following tariff escalation
will be keenly felt. At the same time, as
exports form a relatively small share
(21.8%) of its GDP, the impact of the tariff
increases may be less in India than in
many other countries (Table 1). Also,
there has been no increase in tariffs on
pharmaceuticals and services, two of
India’s major export items to the U.S.

The narrowness of its manufacturing
capabilities is the biggest hurdle for India.
Tariff protection and the Production
Linked Incentive Scheme have not been
sufficient to revive this sector. India needs
a clear-cut industrial policy and a
resurgence in investments to escape the
unfolding global turmoil.

Jayan Jose Thomas is a Professor of
Economics at the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Dethi.

Will Tranp’s Tariffs Bring in a Recession?
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With its high per capita income
and low tariffs, the U.S. has
been the largest export market
for goods from cars to
computers, aiding the creation
of manufacturing jobs in
several countries.

v

From now on, imports from
about 60 countries will have a
significantly higher leve! tariff
— which is being described as
“reciprocal” tariffs. These
include tariffs of 20% on the
European Union (EU), 27% on
India, and 46% on Vietnam.

v

President Trump calls India a
“tariff king, referring to the
marked increase in India’s
tariffs since 2018.
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On April 2, U.S. President Trump declared a minimum of 10% tariff on
all imports.

2 3r¥er &Y, AR Isgafar € F 3t AT 9 F=LAAH 10% SRE waret iy
gIyor H|

o Markets recoiled at the scale of tariff increases, and China vowed to "fight till the end" in
a possible prolonged trade war.

TSR SRWE TSI & TR J &30 81 317, 3R AT F 38R d& ds5a T 3 TS, Sy
Teh ST SOTIR Je T el Hehell &

The U.S. and Its Role in Global Trade
AN 31 sHFT INRTF IR F AR

e The U.S. has been the greatest champion of free trade and the chief architect of
globalization since the mid-20th century.

ARG 2087 T & AEY § Herd IR A HY T57T FHIS IR AT T GHE el 6T
gl

e On April 2, President Trump declared a minimum of 10% tariff on all imports.

2 3787 3T, TSeUTd <9 of HT ATl I Tl H 10% SR STt chl ENYOTT T |

The Tariff Increases and Their Impact

R 7 gafer 3 suF wea

e The U.S. tariff on imports was 2-3% for two decades until 2024.

2024 deh, 3 AR &7 3maTdl T ER® 2-3% 2T, S &Y grehl den 82T &I

e On April 2, President Trump announced a minimum 10% tariff on all imports.

2 3797 &, Trsgufd ¢ o |l MMl IR #AaH 10% SR ofelet & elvor |

e Imports from 60 countries will have significantly higher tariffs, called "reciprocal tariffs."

60 &2l & 3MITal IR 31 ER® gieY, foeg "arEaRe SRE" FHgr S|
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e The tariffs will be 20% on the European Union, 27% on India, and 46% on Vietnam.

JUIT 8 W 20%, HRA T 27% 3R TaIAAH T 46% R gt

Tariffs Imposed on Neighbors and China

Tifat 3T e 9 SR ey Fwn

o Tariffs of 25% were imposed on Mexico and Canada, the U.S.'s neighbors and two of its
largest trading partners.

ATFTRI 3R Farar, AR & TSIET 3R 58S & A 93 ST ABIGRT W 25% RE
Y fomam ar |

e The biggest jolt came with the tariffs on China, which supplies one-sixth of all foreign
goods the U.S. consumes.

et IR ERE M & T TST STCHT A9, I HART GaRT TI [T STTed dTel TY facel
TTATAT T Th-T3T TREaT et i ¢

e Imports from China will face 145% tariffs, effective from April 11.

et @ 3TATAT 9T 11 38 & JTdY 145% SR e grem|

Market Reactions and China's Retaliation

IR &Y 9fafRae 3R e Y gerear

o Markets recoiled with horror at the scale of tariff increases, causing stock market
crashes.

TSR R Jeftr & TR § s8I 81 917, 5 Tele Arche 7 oI FRrae 37|

e China retaliated by imposing 125% tariffs on imports from the U.S.

HeT ¥ 3TARHT T 3RATAT 9T 125% SRE 19T & GeledR T
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The Possibility of a Recession
HEY Y FHTGAT

e There is a distinct possibility that the U.S. and the world are heading towards a painful
economic recession.

Ig Teh TS HHTAAT § Toh 3rARERT 3R G gforar ven adatren 3midien #dY & 3 9¢ @ B

e On April 9, President Trump reversed some decisions, announcing a 90-day pause on
"reciprocal” tariffs for most countries, but keeping tariffs on China.

9 37T P, AU TF F P& el Tefed §U AR GiT & AT "IREIRF" TR 9T 90
fesT T T2ETeT i BwuT I, AfereT T W ENE o710 @)

Impact on U.S. Consumer Prices

AR 3TNFAT HrAGT W A7

e A commodity priced at $100 from Vietnam will now cost $146 after the new tariffs are
imposed.

TaIAATH @ $100 He 1 HIAT 3 AT SR oIE] &1l o F1G $146 T g ST |

o Tariffs protect domestic industries but could lead to higher prices.

&R B 3T T FIE&TT Xl ©, ol fehet SEY HIFA 7 gy g Fehell &

The U.S. Trade Deficit and Globalization
AN HT IR °reT 3T Fediawor

e In 2022, China exported goods worth $576 billion to the U.S., while the U.S. could only
sell $154 billion worth of goods to China.

2022 H, et o AR T $576 Taferaet Fqea 1 AT At e, safes 3R daa
$154 faforars Heg 1 TTATH et Y &2 Fehr|

e Overall, the U.S. had a trade deficit of $1,311 billion, or 5% of its GDP in 2022.
el [AeTeRT, AR 1 2022 # $1,311 faferaet s sa19R =rer a1, St $8% GDP &I 5%
T
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The Role of the Dollar and China
sfer 3 =fier r s7fframT

e The U.S. has been able to buy more from the world than it sells, due to the dollar's
position as the dominant international currency.

AR AT & SATET Wee! F HaTH g7 §, Fi1eh SToR T IS T o ®9 H JA7G
TATT B

e China continues to back dollar-denominated assets, storing a significant portion of its
large export surpluses in U.S. treasury bonds.

T STeR-AUTRT GufAT o1 GHIT T TR @ §, 3R 39 98 g sty &
FgcaquT iREA Y AR Sy Srgd & AT X B

The Impact of Globalization on the U.S.

dedihIor 71 3RS W T

e Globalization has created inequalities in both developing and developed worlds.

3eRNUT A T gl [gerraier &2t & afesw RAefaa ot & off 3rFATAaT 3cueat T §

e Inthe U.S., sectors such as steel and automobiles have been most affected by import
competition.

mﬁ,mmmmmmm@mmqmagﬁ

Trump’s Promise to Revive Manufacturing

& &1 foraATor ' qarsiifad #3 7 arar

e Trump's election in 2016 and 2024 was partly propelled by the resentment of workers in
sectors like steel and automobiles.

2016 31X 2024 H T T IATd 3oT &T31 o HTHRT T AT § GRA AT, S Tl 3R
TS|
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President Trump promised to revive U.S. manufacturing and protect it from competition.
Teeuiel T o AR TAHTOT 3EZNeT ht Gofsiiiad it 3R 58 TiareqeT § Silet ol arer
e

The Risks of Higher Tariffs
3= ¢RE & ANf@s

Higher tariffs will likely raise prices of most goods, especially consumer goods, causing
pain for ordinary Americans.

37 TR § TR HTATA, [T T & 3THIFAT IEI3HT, T RHAT 9 Tehcll &, S
AIYROT IARTHRAT TR 3T STl

It is doubtful if American firms can increase production capabilities to meet the demand
created by making imports costlier.

g HEGIEIG & Toh T IrATRERT Hufaidm 3ATAT Sl AN Seilel ¥ ScUeet HIIT 1 G HTA o
foIT 379t 3cuTesT &THAT ST Hahdll 8 |

China’s Gamble
=il T 3T

China has vowed to “fight till the end” in what may turn out to be a prolonged and bitter
trade war.

et & "JTER b =" T Hehod oA 8, ST TS Ueh ofell 3R Hgal AR Jeor iferd
&l

China has been quietly preparing for this showdown for over a decade, gradually
reducing its dependence on the U.S. economy.

AT 50 OV & T U e T R-¢MR 379eT [ReRar 3AREr srdcgaear & o ax Wi

The proportion of exports to GDP in China has declined steeply from 35% in 2012 to
19.7% in 2023.

et 7 SNESTT & Fehrarel HAATAT T 31e]UTeT 2012 7 35% & BT 2023 # 19.7% &1 AT B
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e As a proportion of its total exports, China’s exports to the U.S. have fallen from 21% in
2006 to 16.2% in 2022.

1ot & ol 1Al & FHehTael, 2006 H 21% & TEH 2022 H 16.2% AR foricit
feeaT TE T 8 |

o China has invested heavily in science, technology, and innovation, particularly in
artificial intelligence and electric cars.

et o FHTAH geftrwar 3R safFes FRY 7 oy fder fhar g

e This investment has been partly in response to the U.S.’s restrictions on technology
transfer to China.

I foraer 3ifs &9 & ANE! garT et &1 Fig AT gEdiaror ) e v gfdes
Stare gl

e China bypassed U.S. tariffs earlier by shifting production to its East Asian neighbors,
especially Vietnam, with which it built deep economic networks.

el o gl Faaa=re S 319et g TRRIATS IS8l H 3cuiee TATAdRd a1 ARG SRE
I IR foram, 3R 3 arer a1 3 seas 91|

India’s Options

IRd & [AFeq

e President Trump calls India a ‘tariff king’, referring to the marked increase in India’s
tariffs since 2018.
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e The biggest chunk of India’s exports is sold to the U.S. ($91 billion in 2022), critical for
meeting the country’s large import bill.
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e Any reduction in India’s export earnings following tariff escalation will be keenly felt.
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e Exports form a relatively small share (21.8%) of India’s GDP, so the impact of tariff
increases may be less than in many other countries.

AR T SN 7 AT 1 BEar 21.8% g, 36w TR geftr &1 gera &8 =g gt &
HPTSol HH & Tehcll &

e There has been no increase in tariffs on pharmaceuticals and services, two of India’s
major export items to the U.S.
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e The narrowness of India’s manufacturing capabilities is the biggest hurdle for India in
this scenario.
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e Tariff protection and the Production Linked Incentive Scheme have not been sufficient to
revive this sector.
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India needs a clear-cut industrial policy and a resurgence in investments to escape the unfolding
global turmoil.
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