[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Pathshala - -
www.patrioticias.in -
SPATRIOTICIAS

THE HINDU NEWSPAPER

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS
\12 APRIL 2025

To watch an in-depthdiscussion on the topic, click on the
YouTube link below: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

For regular updates on UPSC and PCS preparation, join our
Telegram Channel:_https://t.me/patrioticl AS

12 04 2025 DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS
TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. In the Age of Age-Tech
TASHF F LT A

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 997193248

Pagel

Website : patrioticias.in __ g™


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS
https://t.me/patrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

W’
NV
Lo N1,
" S '\;1»
- 'x
N s RS ]S et
X ® ' 2
% ¥ —=| %

e e S
3 w

Inthe —
ageof
age-tech |

With social structures changing and families
shrinking, many senior citizens are nagged by
questions on how to productively use the silver
vyears without feeling isolated or burdening
others. Shilpa Elizabeth looks at age-tech. a
new and emerging sector that harnesses
technology to seck some answers
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aghavendra (name changed), 73, is
part of around six WhatsApp groups
for the elderly. An electrical engineer

who spent more than 30 years in
Mumbai, he moved to Bengaluru post-retirement
to live with his daughter. In a city of 1.4 crore pe-
ople, the septuagenarian was starting to feel
lonely given his daughter’s busy work schedule
and his wife’s demise eight years ago. Then, he
found his tribe online.

“They get me a cake for Christmas. I get Tiru-
pati laddus for them. We are all now planning a
trip together to Vietnam,” says a very cheerful
Raghavendra, during a meetup held by Sukoon
Unlimited, a city-based start-up building a com-
munity for seniors.

New research area

Research on longevity has been receiving unpre-
cedented attention across the world. In 2024, the
Indian Institute of Science (1ISc) announced the
launch of the Longevity India Initiative, a project
focused on efforts to extend human *health span’
and combat ageing-related challenges. Maverick
millionaires like Bryan Johnson have even been
attempting anti-ageing experiments.

But the elderly in India have been at an inter-
esting, or rather puz-
zling, cross-section.
With social struc-
tures changing and
families shrinking to
nuclear, how to pro-
ductively use the sil-
ver years without
feeling isolated and
not burdening others
has been a question
troubling many
lately.

Age-tech, a new
and emerging sector,
hopes to answer this
question with the
help of technology and ease the problems of pe-
ople like Raghavendra.

Age-tech start-ups
Neeraj Sagar, founder of Wisdom Circle, started
an online group of age-tech founders in India
about two years ago. The group had its first of-
fline meetup last year in Bengaluru where almost
40 founders showed up.

“In a year that number has become 100,” says

According to estimates, India currently has
about 15 crore senior citizens (people above 60
years), a number which is expected to more than
double to 32 crore by 2050. A changing demogra-
phy means the average age going up and the mar-
ket needs shifting, prodding entrepreneurs to be
early movers in the space. From physical health
to emotional well-being to cognitive skills to the
employability of seniors, age-tech start-ups at-
tempt to address a spectrum of challenges faced
by seniors.

Eliminating loneliness
In 2022, WHO revealed that 1 in 4 older people
experience social isolation, seriously impacting
their health and longevity, with effects on mortal-
ity comparable to smoking, and obesity.

Vibha Singal, founder of Sukoon Unlimited,
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When
somebody
inyour
family
reports
having
memory
issues, you
just brushiit
offas
something
normal with
ageing But
ways to
assessifitis
normal
ageing or
accelerated
ageing is still
not
prevalent in
India.
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Co-founder of
cognitive health
start-up Ivory
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points out that people with ageing parents often
give importance to the latter’s physical health
and financial and logistical needs, but are not al-
ways in a position to help them with their emo-
tional wellbeing.

“When a person is 60, their kids are between
the age of 30 and 40 trying to build their own fa-
milies and careers.”

‘There is also a growing segment of elders who
are financially independent and prefer being on
their own rather than moving in with their chil-
dren or uprooting their lives to a different place,
Singal notes.

“We see if we can help the parents beat loneli-
ness so that they age slower. Finding purpose
and community are the fulcrums to beating lone-
liness. That’s what Sukoon is out to do.”

Started in 2024, Sukoon, according to Singal,
is India’s first platform for seniors by seniors of-
fering services such as emotional support, coun-
selling, group therapies, volunteering opportun-
ities, and concierge services.

Both the service providers and service takers
are people above 50 years old. “When a service
provider is a senior citizen, it gives them pur-
pose. And if the service taker is a senior citizen,
there is a sense of community,” Singal notes.

From 200 members in the first month, the
community has grown to 6,000 users spread
across 400 cities and towns in a year with the av-
erage age between 58 and 68. Around 60% of the
users are men and 40% women. Some of the
most discussed concerns include children’s re-
luctance to marry, and loss of spouse.

The company has also invested in a proprie-
tary Al tool which can respond in more than 100
languages. Singhal notes that more than 65% of
the community members talk to it. There have
been instances of users talking to it like a friend,
naming it and even spending hours with it.

Fifty-nine-year-old Miranda (name changed),
a finance professional at a corporate firm, dialled
a Sarathi at Sukoon when she couldn’t come to
terms with the thought of retiring in a year.

“The thought of being without a job made me
feel purposeless,” she says.

Employment opportunities
Miranda’s concerns are shared by many. Neeraj
Sagar of Wisdom Circle notes that not only is
there a significant population who prefer to work
even after retiring from their permanent roles,
but also quite a few companies who are looking
to tap into the experience of the elderly.
Wisdom Circle, which helps retired profes-
sionals find employment opportunities, has
been around for three years now. Amund 95,000

people and 1,500 have d on
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the skills they have acquired over a lifetime and
give back to society.

“What we are observing is that people who are
worth way more are applying for roles that are
not paying them as much. So, staying relevant
takes priority over getting paid highly. We are al-
50 seeing a lot of people apply to nonprofit roles
which pay lesser.”

Keeping the brain sharp

In 2023, a study by Jinkook Lee and others
showed that more than 80 lakh Indians suffer
from d As the Indian population looks at
an increased lifespan and the elderly population
is estimated to be 20% of the total population by
2050, the burden of neurodegenerative diseases
is also high.

“Typically, when somebody in your family re-
ports having memory issues, you just brush it off
as something normal with ageing,” points out Is-
sac John, cofounder of cognitive health start-up
Ivory. “But ways to assess if it is normal ageing or
accelerated ageing is still not prevalent in India.”

Co-founded by John and Rahul Krishnan, Ivory
offers neuroscience-backed assessments that
claim to help keep the brain sharp and identify
neurodegenerative risks early. The duo who up-
close witnessed close relatives suffering from
neurodegenerative diseases wanted to build a dif-
ferentiated product for the segment aged above
45 years.

The users first take a simple assessment which
tells them their cognitive age. People who are
found at risk are suggested to take up a clinical
grade assessment.

“We work very closely with the medium and
high-risk customers, get them to do a health and
lifestyle profiling and recommend things that
they need to change in their life, along with a per-
sonalized cognitive brain training session availa-
ble for them on the app,” John explains.

The app currently has about 30,000 users
with two-third of them females and 60% from
tier-1 cities.

Easy on the knees
When it comes to physical health, orthopaedics
forms a crucial need for the elderly. Statistics
show that around 50% of the senior population
need assistance with basic tasks like sit-to-stand.
“In the larger scheme of things, the inability to
carry out this function by yourself has two impli-
cations. Apart from the physical exhaustion and
the strain, there is the risk that if you do not per-
form it safely, you could either fall into or out of
the chair and end up ln]unng ynurself notes
Sanchit it at Tr;

the platform which has listed about 2, %00 roles.

According to Sagar, the demand mostly comes
from small and medium businesses and start-ups
who are looking to hire specialists for a few days
of the week. As far as the elders are concerned,
he says, there is a lot more openness to hybrid
roles.

But what motivates people to continue work-
ing post-retirement? Is it the money or is it so-
mething more?

“Money is important to everyone, not always
to meet the financial ends, but to feel valued,”

Sagar.
It’s often a bid to continue to feel respected
and relevant, backed by the impulse to impart
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a deer»tech spin-off from IiSc,
Bengaluru.

“This also leads to a hesitation to participate
socially, culturally and economically. Even at
home, you may stop yourself from drinking
another glass of water because you will need to
stand up, go to the washroom, sit down, stand up
again, come back and sit down.”

The start-up has designed an assistive chair
which offers support while performing the ac-
tions of sitting down and standing up, without
any electrical power or sensors. The chair seat
gently pushes the user while trying to stand up.
While sitting down, the sharp rise of the seat
drops slowly.

“There has been a 2.5-fold growth in the num-
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ber of knee replacements done in the last five
years. And you're looking at upwards of 5 lakh
such surgeries happening,” Jhunjhunwala puts it
in perspective.

He notes that UNSDG recommendations talk
about reserving 5% of seating in public space for
accessibility.

“You need to make these elements functional
as well. That's where we come in. We are looking
at a need of 25 million such assisted chairs in pu-
blic spaces and 8 million in homes, offices, and so
on.”

The start-up, which is getting ready to begin its
shipments in June, has also an assistive commode
for the elderly in the pipeline.

Tech that alienates
While developments in technology to assist older
people are welcomed, one concern among ex-
perts is that, at times, the real needs of the elder-
ly take a backseat to the fascination with technol-
ogy and its potential.

Arvind Kasthuri, head of the geriatric unit at St
John's Medical College, Bengaluru, recollects his
experience of working with a group which was
developing wearables for older people years ago
and how the team was more focused on what the
devices could do rather than what the user want-
ed or what was feasible.

“Many of them are so kicked with the technol-
ogy that they cannot resist the temptation,” he
warns.

“They have to mesh their technologies into the
real world of healthcare and see how the patient
flows are. Looking at technologies from a patient
flow point of view, and then trying to plug those
gaps is better than working at it from the technol-
ogy end and seeing what all those technologies
can actually achieve.”

Pretesh Kiran, Associate Professor at the De-
partment of Community Health, St John's Medi-
cal College, adds that there is a clear urban-rural
divide when it comes to age-tech. He also points
out that a large number of seniors find it a chal-
lenge to adapt to new technologies.

Keeping pace is hard

“Digitisation is great news. But it is also happen-
ing at a very rapid pace, excluding key demogra-
phy in our country, which is our elders,” says Bi-
lal Zaidi, founder of Elderra, which helps seniors
learn digital tools.

Zaidi recollects how calls from his elderly pa-
rents seeking help to book autorickshaws or groc-
eries via apps increased over the last few years.
Hailing autos down the road became almost im-
possible for them, and the kirana store that used
to deliver the groceries to them shut shop in the
onslaught of quick commerce.

“The other challenge is, in the absence of an
understanding of technology, the elderly popula-
tion is very vulnerable to scams,” adds Zaidi.

Govt. should join in

The tech divide becomes even more stark in rural
areas. On top of it, age-tech’s focus on financially
independent seniors living in cities makes the
services unaffordable for the larger elderly
population. The government and larger corpo-
rates should join hands with the startups to make
the services accessible for a larger populace, sug
gests Susan Barton, an eldercare specialist in
Bengaluru.
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Changing Families and Social Structures

gRafdd g aiRaERes 3k aafes a=ae

e With families shrinking and social structures changing, many senior citizens are
guestioning how to use their silver years productively without feeling isolated or like a
burden.

IRART & BIET @ 3R FHATTSH & & Teelal & A1, 3 ol Jg Frad ¢ o F e
AT & T T T4 Jretar-grerar Fegd U 3N aer oe T3 39 3uaef o7 Fehdl &
e Age-techis a new and emerging sector using technology to address these concerns.

TST-&eh Teh 1T 3R SSAT G3T 81 & S 3o A3 1 Ahelteh h Fge & ol et bl A
TG &

Finding a Community in Loneliness

HHAYT H WHGH AT @l

e Raghavendra (name changed), 73, is part of around six WhatsApp groups for the
elderly.

e (FErell §3HT ATH), 73 T, ST BF SFICHTT THgI 1 e & S Fopeif o fore &

o Arretired electrical engineer, he moved from Mumbai to Bengaluru to live with his
daughter but felt lonely due to her busy schedule and the death of his wife eight
years ago.

T QARG FAfFcahd Sofaray, d Has & S9Te[% Tl ST & HIY 6ot 1T, oifehe 9T &
SHET FHEHA 3R TS HIe Tgo Tewdl Y F{eg & PRUT 3o Hheldel AeqH g37|

¢ He found a community online through a platform called Sukoon Unlimited and is now
planning a trip to Vietnam with new friends.

376io Gahel HATATHCS ATHE TolchIH & HIETH U ATeTalTger FHGTT I 3N 319 J AT
Il & | faara=IreT Y AT T A1stelr &1 3@ 2

Focus on Longevity Research
SreT ITHYTS T €T

e In 2024, the Indian Institute of Science (11Sc) launched the Longevity India Initiative
to extend human health span and combat ageing-related challenges.

2024 7, SRR R §EATT (11Sc) F Ao fadt 33 sfaftrefea & greama &, Srae
3¢e% AT T FARLY Haftr T Torl AR gt & 3 FoEanst 4 fHAuea gl

e Globally, people like Bryan Johnson, a millionaire, are experimenting with anti-ageing
methods.

Aash TR W, TR ATAHT ST FASYTA AT TA-UFHT qehetlepl & AT TAT I L 8 |
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Growth of Age-Tech Start-ups
TST-3& TCTEHTH &7 fasra

e Neeraj Sagar, founder of Wisdom Circle, started an online group of age-tech founders
in India two years ago.

AR PR, RATSH Thd & TTATIS = &1 AT Igo TR H TA-¢h BI3sH FT AT
g Y& fham|

e The first offline meetup was held in Bengaluru with 40 founders; the number has now
grown to 100.

mammmzmﬁw@ﬁgsﬂﬁmﬁmmamgmmagmmmo
HEIEE]

e India has about 15 crore senior citizens (above 60 years) today, which is expected to
rise to 32 crore by 2050.

H H TAAT A ol3T89T 15 FU3 RS AN (60 9 & 30w 3my) 8, 31k 75 g
2050 @ 32 FUF I Tgd=t I 3FAIG ¢

Tackling Various Challenges

RAffesr gaEEnt @ [Agea

o Age-tech start-ups are addressing issues from physical health, emotional well-being,
and cognitive skills to the employability of seniors.

TST-Coh TETE3TCH AT TARELT, ATdATcHS HedIvT, HATCHS &THdTT, 3T alss
ARTRET Y JSTIR &TACT & ST FHATITI HT HATLTA FI I8 &

The Problem of Loneliness

Ahoqd Y GHAEIT

e In 2022, the WHO reported that 1 in 4 older people experiences social isolation,
which impacts health as seriously as smoking and obesity.

2022 #, SecqUANHT A TN 76 & 4 H {1 Gt AEAISF IeamTa b1 31737 Yl 8, S

AT 3R AT T FERELT 9T T STl & |
e Vibha Singal, founder of Sukoon Unlimited, says most children focus on parents'
physical, financial, and logistical needs, but often overlook emotional well-being.

fem Rarer, gapet srafAfAs & deuraes e & fob JifehTer s 39er ATr-far &r
iR, 3, 3T Afoftes SRRl W &1 & &, Jfehed 3/9raR 3T HIaATcHS HTS
I AoR3ET A S g |
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Independent and Purposeful Living

AT R 3eee T Shae

Many elders today are financially independent and prefer living on their own instead of
relocating with their children.

37T &S 1T 3T T § T & AR 379 Todi o QY TATT IRET Aol 6T o F94
AT JHEG X o |
Sukoon’s aim is to beat loneliness by helping seniors find purpose and community.

Gohol T 3E5T 911 b1 3T 3N FHGTT YeTeT lch HHhadel HI gy FLAT ¢ |

Sukoon Unlimited’s Unique Approach

g HATATACS F1 I=irET T feehior

Founded in 2024, Sukoon is India’s first platform by seniors for seniors, offering
services like emotional support, counselling, group therapy, volunteering, and
concierge services.

2024 3 YE 3T Yool HR HT TgeIT SHCHIA & S AT G@RT o1t & e F=1ram 127 &,
S ae amaetTeas gader, WaAe, Tepg e, Taaar, ik FHaer darw anfae §

Both service providers and receivers are above 50 years, which gives both purpose
and community.

BT &t 3 olet aTel Gl &1 olter 50 a¥ @ A0 3 81 &, Torad Sl 1 3527 3N
AT Y #1731 ety 81

From 200 members in the first month, the community has grown to 6,000 users across
400 cities in just one year.

TEel HElel H 200 WEF &, 3R 31 Ig FHCTT T WIel # 400 2 & el 6,000
SYARTRATHT TFeh T AT &
The average user age is between 58 and 68 years, with 60% men and 40% women.

3L T AT 311 58 ¥ 68 I & e &, TSeT3T 60% TIW 3 40% AfgaT? &

Al and Emotional Connection
w3Té 3R HEATHS J31a

Sukoon has invested in a proprietary Al tool that can respond in 100+ languages.
ool o Teh Faeelt v g # fovaer foham € Sir 100 @ 3ifer strwnait & Srarer & dehtr &1

Over 65% of users talk to the Al; many treat it like a friend, even naming it and
chatting for hours.

65% & 3HfAF ITATHAT S THE T Sidd wd &, FS T S8 AT AS &, A ea &
3R wet araa = &
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Dealing with Fear of Retirement

arferghy & 5T Frgea

Miranda (name changed), 59, a finance professional, reached out to Sukoon’s
Sarathi when she felt purposeless thinking about retirement.

fATeT (@ g3 1), 59, U fae Y9I, & Fanfagfer & foor & facdsar 7gqy Hd gu
el o AR & Foeh b |

She said the idea of not having a job was deeply unsettling.

3ogial gl [ At & 9T T &1 [9UR 3¢ 98¢ a=ie T &1 47|

Employment Opportunities

USSR & T

Many people like Miranda share the concern about post-retirement employment.
TARIST T oRE &S AT QaTiag il o dTe; USTITR bl ey FeidT HIST it &
Neeraj Sagar from Wisdom Circle notes that there is a significant population who

wants to work even after retirement, and many companies are interested in hiring
experienced seniors.

fasrsar wFer & AR WP 1 FgeT § o Ueh a8t IrardY QanfAghar & are o i el
ATEl &, 3R S Hufear 3rgert afies AETRe! Ht H1 9T 7@ gl §

Wisdom Circle has helped seniors find jobs for the past three years.

fasTsa Tl Mol diet aut & ass AT FI Al et 7 Acg FH W@l

The platform has 95,000 registered users and 1,500 companies, listing about 2,500
job roles.

SH TelhIA T 95,000 3UANTEHAT 3 1,500 HAfeaT Goliehd &, 31N SHH wfarever 2,500
At Y sfAFTe gheey

Most demand comes from small and medium businesses and startups wanting to hire
specialists for a few days a week.

SITETR AT B AR AR STTURT 3R FEEICH I 3T & S Tece H F &1 & fov
fIAT AT S HTH W I@AT T8 & |

There is more openness among seniors to hybrid roles.
aftss ARTRET #H gT3fes ATt & fow 31fee Feridar S& o W &
Sagar says money is important, but it's often more about feeling valued and relevant.

AER T § T Fa1 STed €, et I5 ey aFanfad 3 s #gqw w3 & S
Bl

Many seniors apply for low-paying or non-profit roles, prioritizing relevance over
salary.
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F5 TN AN HA AeeT T I-ATHFNY HIAFI3 & T 3MdeeT X 8, a7 I farawar

FI AdeT T YT QT SATAT &
o Keeping the Brain Sharp
AfasE 1 AfhT FoiT IWAT

o A 2023 study revealed that over 80 lakh Indians suffer from dementia.

2023 & U ETIA H IdTAT 3T T 80 T W 30 AR AR O difza g1

e By 2050, the elderly population will be 20% of the total population, increasing the
burden of neurodegenerative diseases.

2050 e TS AR T HEAT Fel FAAHEAT HT 20% 1 SATCaN, TFaqS df¥enr waefr
ARt 1 Ser seam)

e lvory, a cognitive health start-up, helps identify neurodegenerative risks and offers
brain training for people over 45 years.

ITEA, U FifFaIed god TATE3YT, 45 ¥ W 3 37 & o9 & fov dfwr watf FifEsT
T UgaTeT AT § 3R ATETSH FRIGTUT YeTel ol 8

o Users first take a cognitive assessment to find their cognitive age.
3YAIThcll Tg el Teh AEASH Hedlehel ol § [T Y SeTehl ATl Tca S AT I Il Tolcll 8 |
e At-risk users are guided with personalized brain training, health, and lifestyle
profiling through the app.

S 3YLRTRAT STEHA H 9T ST § 3o 0T & IRT sqfFaerd afeass gfvator, Faweey 3ik
Shaerdtelr Mrwrsfarer & S g
e The app has 30,000 users, two-thirds female, and 60% are from tier-1 cities.
Uq & 30,000 3YARTHAT ¢, oia1# Q)-fagis AR § 31X 60% feax-1 e d £
e [Easy on the Knees
geal & fT ARSI+ dshedld
e Around 50% of the senior population need help with basic sit-to-stand tasks.
ST 50% FRTS ARRFT T A5t § @3 gt S gy afafafergt & agraar &

3TaIHT gl 2

e Translead Medtech, a deep-tech start-up from IISc Bengaluru, has designed an
assistive chair to help seniors sit and stand safely.

ITEIMSTHH TS Y TAANS ASEH AT 319-h TIEHT o IRTS ATl bt GaTT
doe1 IR WS g1 H FAee & fAT Toh FeTd+ FHl AR AT |

e The chair works without electricity or sensors, and gives gentle support while
standing or sitting.

Ig FHAt farsrelt AT FAT & FAaT hrar et & 3 R @ WERT Al & 519 hig g doar ar
CEIIG I

e There has been a 2.5 times growth in knee replacement surgeries in the last five
years, now exceeding 5 lakh surgeries.
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e gt st & geat & FeqRIgoT Tl & 2.5 [T FE 0 g% & 3R 310 F FEar 5 9@
IR F TS F

o UNSDG guidelines suggest 5% public seating should be accessible.
JUATHSIS feRTAERiT & ITER 5% AIEHfad doa Y sqaEYT GIst gloil AV

e The company plans to launch 25 million chairs in public places and 8 million in homes
and offices.
et o1 oreg 25 fAferre FRAAT r ardwiies Tyet 3 8 fde i i wrtel &
T e B

e An assistive commode for the elderly is also in development.

ass ARTRER & AT T Hard FA1g o 3R foar o @1 8

Tech That Alienates
dFelte ST 3ol T ot &

o Experts caution that tech developers often focus more on what technology can do rather
than what seniors need.

fIATAT F AR & fF dheileh! STIH R 5T W SITET AT & & [ dhelleh FAT T
Fhell &, T 5T T aR™s ATRST Y F41 TR

e Arvind Kasthuri from St John’s Medical College highlights the gap between technology
and patient needs.

He Sl AfSehel Piclel & IRTAG HEQ  qFaiter A Aot oy ST@T & e o ATt
@i foar|
e He stresses integrating technology with real-world healthcare and patient workflows.

q SR & ¢ Toh doheilh ol AIEdTa® TATELY SEHTT ToTTalt 3R J9fT Ifshan3it & ary et

ST
e Pretesh Kiran points out the urban-rural divide and difficulty seniors face in adapting to
new technology.

LT fReoT o7 ergdt-amefior 3iaR 31X aR™a AR FI 1 Tehetleh AT F 31T dTelr
HISATST Sl IR fhaT|

o Keeping Pace is Hard

Aelt & IEeICt dhelld § dATARd ST HiFer

o Bilal zaidi, founder of Elderra, says the rapid digitisation is excluding the elderly.

TesUT & AT fretrer i) Fea & o aoft ¥ &) W RfSrediwor uihar alss st &1
e IR @8

e Zaidi says his elderly parents found it hard to book autos or order groceries online.
STEY =¥ gl o 3eTeh 1 ATCAT-TeT & ToIT 3HTeY §oF T AT JHieTelrger e AT e
AR g I g |
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e Closure of local shops and rise of quick commerce left them with fewer options.
TATAT Gehleil & de glot IR fFash FIAF & o1 T 3oTeh U A [dehed G AT & |
e Lack of tech awareness makes the elderly vulnerable to scams.
deheitehl STTThRT T AT & HRUT IS ARTRE S91t &1 fRAFR & Fhd 2|
e Govt. Should Join In
TEHR 1 Y J1Yr 3 afRe
e The tech divide is more severe in rural areas.
TTHYOT 81T F AeheAtehT fastTereT 31X 318 R )

o Most age-tech services target financially independent seniors in cities, making them
unaffordable for the broader population.

31fRrerTer Tor-2o QaTT eredy &t F IRiE T ¥ T aRss AR & AT e &,
S 3 IrhY AT F AT g g s &

e Susan Barton, an eldercare expert, suggests government and corporates should
partner with start-ups to make these services affordable and accessible.

aRsa S@aTer RIS FHT a1EeT 1 FoiTa & foh TR 3R FIARE T FE3req & @y
TR ST Qar3it ot Feror 3 et s =nfgv|
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Trump warns must ‘jointly resist
of tariffs for bullying’ Says Xi

Mexico over

arks to visiting Spanish PM Pedro Sanchez, who said tensions

Water di Spute operation between the European Union and China

IGS Paper I: Mapping
Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump threatened Mexico
with “escalating conse-
quences” on trade unless it
provides more water to Fi
Texas under a contentious g
decades-old t['eaty_ ia|'1ce: Xi J'inping and Pe'dro anchez ar'rive for a bilateral
He clairned MEXiCO was Diaoyutai Guest House in Beijing on Friday. AFP

violating a 1944 pact under responsibilities... not only “safeguard their

which the U.S. shares wa- ly resist unilateral  own legitimate rights and
== . Dpractices,” Mr. Xi interests, but also... safe-

ter from the Colorado Riv- guard international fair-

er in exchange for flows © stressed, would  ness and justice.”

from the Rio Grande,

which forms part of the

border between the two

countries. “We will keep

escalating consequences,

including TARIFFS and,

maybe even SANCTIONS,

until Mexico honors the

Treaty,” Mr. Trump wrote

on Truth Social.

Mr. Sanchez, in turn,
told a press conference fol-
lowing his meeting with
Mr. Xi that tensions over
trade should not impede
cooperation between the
European Union and Chi-
na. Spain buys about €45
billion of goods every year
from China, its fourth-lar-
gest trading partner, but
sells around €7.4 billion
worth.

Mr. Sanchez broke with
the rest of the European
Union on his last trip to
China in September 2024,
urging the bloc to recon-
sider plans to impose high
tariffs on Chinese electric
cars and calling for a “fair
trade order”.
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TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
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1. Chinaimposes 125% tariff on U.S. goods

et AR a3t 0T 125% SR e@man

2. India Sees Urgency in Closing Deals with the West:
Jaishankar
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m#qﬁaﬁ&eﬁ%wm@#mmaﬁmm
HEGH T STAART

3. Indian EVMs Not Connected to Internet or Wi-Fi, Says
EC After U.S. Official’s Comments

AT SETTH FeTACT AT ATE-T1S | 78T 31 8, JARHY
IR 1 feoqolt & a1g IoTa AT oF FeT

4. Giving Shape to the University of the Future
wfasw & freafaearea #Y 3maR 3o

5. Children subjected to rape, sexual violence in DR
Congo, says UN

AR Fieat # eal & A1 gonedr 3R A Fam: gy wsg
6. International Reactions and Human Rights Concerns
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China imposes 125% .
tariffon US.goods e o 3Ry aeqait 7 125% R s

GS Paper II: Super |

Powers
IM-TOor-tat

April 2: As part of ‘Liberation day’, Trump
imposed an additional 34% tariff on all Chinese

imports, bringing the total to 54%

April 4: China responded with an additional

34% tariff on all U.S. products

April 7: Trump retaliated with 50% more tariff,
raising total tariffs on Chinese imports to 104%

April 11: China

April 9: China retaliated with an additional 50%
tariff, raising total tariffs on U.S. imports to 84%

April 9: Trump once again raised the total

responded by

hiking its total
tariffs on U.S.
imports to

tariffs on Chinese imports to 145% 125%

Reuters
BEIJING

China, on Friday, conti-
nued its tit-for-tat move
against the Trump admi-
nistration’s tariffs by hiking
its levies on imports from
the U.S. to 125% against du-
ties of 145% by America
even as it evinced interest
in dialogue with Washing-
ton to resolve the impasse.

China’s Customs Tariff
Commission said, “Even if
the U.S. imposes higher ta-
riffs, it would no longer
make economic sense and
ultimately go down as a
joke in world economic
history.” “Given that it’s al-
ready impossible for the
Chinese market to accept
U.S. imports at the current
tariff level, if the United
States imposes further ta-
riffs on Chinese products,
China will ignore it,” it said.

Yet, should the U.S. per-
sist in substantially under-
mining China’s interests,
Beijing will take firm coun-
termeasures, it added.

In a message on social
media on Friday morning,
U.S. President Donald
Trump continued to insist
that “we are doing really
well on our tariff policy”.

“Very exciting for Amer-
ica, and the World!!! It is
moving along quickly,” he
wrote.

China’s new tariffs of
125% against U.S. imports
will be effective from Satur-
day, it said.

The announcement fol-
lows the U.S. move to raise

Isefa €9 & ST

the “reciprocal tariffs” on
Chinese imports to 125%.
The U.S. later confirmed
the total tariff on Chinese
products was 145%, with
the inclusion of 20% levies
announced by Donald
Trump soon after he took
over power in January this
year.

Mr. Trump’s heavy ta-
riffs left China to wage a
lone battle as he paused ta-
riffs against all other
countries.

Lawsuit filed
Also, similar to previous ta-
riff hikes, China has filed a
lawsuit against the U.S.
with the World Trade Or-
ganisation’s (WTO) dispute
settlement mechanism, a
Chinese Commerce Minis-
try spokesperson said.
While slapping addition-
al measures, China, howev-
er, kept its door open for
talks to resolve the issue.
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Lin Jian on
Friday said if the U.S. truly
wanted to resolve issues
through dialogue and ne-
gotiation, it must cease its
maximum pressure tactics
and reckless actions.
China has made clear its
position on the issue of ta-
riffs multiple times. “There
are no winners in tariff
wars or trade wars. China
does not want to engage in
such wars, but we are not
afraid to do so,” Mr. Lin
told a media briefing here.

XIREACHES OUT TO EU
» PAGE 12

China imposes 125% tariff on U.S. goods

On Friday, Chinaincreased its import tariffs on
U.S. goods to 125%, continuing its tit-for-tat
response to the Trump administration’s tariffs.

FAR FI et o ANFY TEIHT I AT YeF TITHT
125% & f&am, 3 7 0 v & R & @amw
STaTel HIETS T fGEHT AT

e This move comes in response to 145% duties imposed by the
U.S., though China also showed interest in dialogue to resolve the
issue.

Ig heH HANHT G@RT TMT T 145% Yok & STare H 3T a1 &,
grefifer et of warg & ufa o 32 fe@me &

e The Customs Tariff Commission of China stated that even if the
U.S. increases tariffs, it would no longer make economic sense
and would be seen as a joke in world economic history.

et & W 2o TR AT 7 FeT o 3R 3HARET SR Ferar g, o
3T TS T ¥ FE iR 781 @ 3k 7 e snf¥iw sl &
AATF & &Y H @I AT

¢ The Commission also said that at the current tariff level, the

Chinese market cannot accept U.S. imports, and if the U.S.
imposes further tariffs, China will ignore them.

3T 7 Ig 1 et o Aloper TRE Fav o1 =il araR AR 3mard
T THFR AET FT T, 3R 30K AR 3T 3w TRE somar g, ar
el 3¢ AT FT|

e However, if the U.S. continues to undermine China’s interests,
Beijing will take firm countermeasures.

grelifeh, 3R AR et & el I Feharrer Tgarcl &, o hfSHTr 3
STaTel HeH 3T |

Statements from President Trump

e On Friday morning, U.S. President Donald Trump insisted on social media that “we
are doing really well on our tariff policy.”
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YFHAR Gae, AR Tsguict Skares € o |rerer AfFAT o1 e o g7 3= R

A o g I WL
o He added, “Very exciting for America, and the World! It is moving along quickly.”

Segiel e, “3ARHT 3R gferar & fw aga Jeiae! Ig AN A A TG w@WIRI

New Tariffs Effective from Saturday

a7 R Aferar @ oy ghor

e China’s new 125% tariffs on U.S. imports will be effective from Saturday.
e o7 71T 125% R 3Ry avqgait v afaar & amg glam|

e This follows the U.S. decision to raise its own “reciprocal tariffs” on Chinese imports

to 125%.
Ig AR & 0T & a1 3mar & o ad 38 el avgait w1 " afaaurcws RE
125% T S|

e The U.S. later confirmed that the total tariff on Chinese products now stands at 145%,
after including the 20% additional levies imposed by Trump in January.

IR A JTe & Yiee i o el Searel o1 For SR 319 145% &1 9727 8, F5e# ¢u @
STeTadl # o3 AT 20% HfARFT e off AT |

o Trump had paused tariffs on all other countries, leaving China to face the full brunt
of the trade measures.

<9 o 3 T3t Gait X ERE & Tl F &7r on, Faw Fae 6 W) & 39 AR 3urat
T 37T 37|

China Files Lawsuit with WTO
HieT F WTO & HheAT SR

e China has also filed a lawsuit with the World Trade Organization (WTO) through its
dispute settlement mechanism, similar to previous tariff hikes.

et o faRd SATIR FarSeT (WTO) & faare WHTHTT aF o gl Teh HaheaT 31 ST fham &,
ST foh 38T ggel & TR Seia’ o A fohaT 2|

China Keeps Door Open for Dialogue
et o TG T TEAT Gl T&T

e While taking additional measures, China emphasized that it remains open to dialogue
to resolve the dispute.

ST Fea IoTd gU 8T =iet & SR feram ok a8 faare i Fergma & forw warg & foe daw
gl
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e Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian said the U.S. must end its
pressure tactics and reckless actions if it genuinely wants to resolve the issue through
negotiation.

Y faeer #FTerT & yaedT foreT for AT 7 gl i 39K 3R aeag 7 ara=a & sIkT
HHTHTST BT &, a1 3 37901 ga1d T 0Tl 31T SAT9Rarg FRAIRET s¢ e gidi|

« China reiterated that there are no winners in tariff or trade wars, and while it does not
want such conflicts, it is not afraid to face them.

et o o & S T3 R ar AR gaut 7 718 fasar a@t e, 3K grenfes ag &
THT ALY ATET, Wbt 3oT8 ST off 781 B

World Trade Organization (WTO)
feg =R FIrssT (WTO)

The World Trade Organization (WTO) is an intergovernmental organization
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.

faeg =R FareT (WTO) T SR Weresal § forgent Femery foaar, Raceras #
e Bl

It regulates and facilitates international trade between nations.
Ig AT AR F Aafya v gorer qarar g

Governments use the WTO to negotiate trade agreements, settle disputes, and ensure a
predictable and fair trading system.

THR WTO FT 39T AR FASIET W aiddid F3a, {Aarel #F g 3 3w
qaieAd 3 fsasr SR yoneh gaRed s F Ae wed §

It operates in collaboration with the United Nations (UN) system.
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Ig HYF WS (UN) ToTTelt & |1y Aerah 1 3§

Membership
HQEI AT

e The WTO has 164 members, representing over 98% of global trade and GDP.
« WTO & 164 HE¥T &, il dftas samr 3 GDP & 98% & 3rflra &t

gfafafca sa &

Establishment
FTYAT

o Officially established on January 1, 1995, under the Marrakesh Agreement of 1994,
replacing the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) of 1948.

o IMTMAHIRG T T 1 AT 1995 &Y 1994 F ARTHAY AT & dgd Tafiua
farar aram, foraer 1948 & WA e 3R AR TR (GATT) &I 5918
ol

Main Functions
qET FY

1. Monitoring Trade Agreements

1. MR gASAT i AR

e The WTO facilitates trade in goods, services, and intellectual property among
member countries.

o WTO W gaif & o avgat, damat 3k digfas wuars saam # gome
ST B

e It provides a framework for trade agreements aimed at reducing tariffs, quotas,
and other restrictions.
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. TEHNUR AT F AU v TRAT UG w1 §, T e R, wrer
IR 3T ufaeet FF FH FETL

2. Dispute Resolution

2. faare gHATHTT

e The WTO administers an independent dispute resolution system, ensuring that
members comply with trade agreements and settle trade-related disputes fairly.

« WTOTH Faad faarg qamurer yorre waiferd #3dT ¢, S g gaRad i
¢ T derg samr wwelal #1 aree FY 3N AR & 3 faet # fsaar
T { gAAT|

3. Non-Discrimination Policy

3. -dgama Afa

e The WTO prohibits discrimination among trading partners while allowing
exceptions for environmental protection, national security, and public health
concerns.

e WTOWNR HPNERT & i sigsa W 9faeer J9mar g, oo gafaor
HT&TOT, I JRaT AR wdeifas wareey gt RaEt § Qv Fo svamwt
# gl ar

Structure of WTO
WTO &I |3==1T

1. Ministerial Conference
1. AREAT gFAdd

e The highest decision-making body, consisting of all members.

o T gerAl ¥ Aot I wafea Aok A= arel v
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o Usually held biennially, emphasizing consensus-based decision-making.

o MHAR W& A 9 & 3mAfaa gdr € 3R gdweafa 3mafa favky aaw
SR & B

2. General Council
2. gAY 9Rug

o Oversees the day-to-day functioning of the WTO.
o WTO & fas Frat i @@ aar gl

o Composed of representatives from all member countries.

o Tt geew ot & v O Adest gar gar g

3. Secretariat

3. gRaey

o Consists of 600+ staff members, led by the Director-General and four Deputy
Directors-General.

. 600+ FHANY, [T Afea Fgfaraers iR IR 3T-AgTfAGeF L Bl

o Provides administrative, professional, and technical support.

o FEfAF, AEARE AR THAh TE™dT e AT gl

India and WTO
RT3 WTO

e Indiais a founding member of the WTO and plays an active role in shaping trade
agreements.

e $RdWTO &I HEYUSH HET ¢ 3R AR gaAzial &1 smer 23 & ey
syfvaRT fvsma ¥

e  WTO reviews India’s trade policies periodically, helping assess economic policies
and reforms.

e WTO #Rd $I AR Afaat f I#AI-98787 W gHleT Far g, Faa e
Afaar ik FURI T Hedlehol el H HAee fAe B
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Major Milestones and Events
yq@ e & qeul AR "eaATT

2001: Doha Development Agenda launched to address concerns of developing
nations.

2001: SYET TashTa TSIt hr 3T, foreren Seced fRwmefier quf r Rramt #

gX AT AT
2013: Bali Package adopted, focusing on trade facilitation, agriculture, and
development.

2013: ATelt T I a7, TSIE# SR Farrar, F i Ram o eae
fear ara)

Recent Developments
gTel &1 "eATT

March 2025: China filed a revised request for dispute consultations at the WTO
regarding US-imposed tariffs.

A 2025: i @ WTO # faarg wmwel & faw sfaa sy e foa, st

AR garT e v REF i |
December 2024: Questions raised about the relevance of the WTO due to US trade
policies under President Donald Trump’s second term.

femaw 2024: 3T & Tseufa STes €U F WY FEEE H SR At
& HROT WTO T YRFIHdT 9T Farel 33|
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India sees urgency
in closing deals with
the West: Jaishankar

GS Paper lI: India
1jand West

NEW DELHI

The recent U.S. tariffs have
“focused our minds on the
need for correcting a cer-
tain skewed nature of our
openness to the global eco-
nomy”, External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar said on
Friday, calling for growing
partnerships with Western
economies in engaging in
free trade.

“I'd argue, we have an
opportunity today... if we
can focus on these three
big [free trade agreement]
negotiations, with the U.S.,
the European Union and
the U.K., if these work out
for us this year, we’dbeina
different situation.” India is
“geared up for a high de-
gree of urgency” in sealing
the deals, he said, contrast-
ing the fervour with past
reluctance.

‘West is more open’
“Many of us have argued
that our complementary
partners are in the West,
where real growth is possi-
ble, where they’re more
open, with market econo-
mies, contractual under-
pinnings, and are much
more competitive than the
economies to our east,” he
added.

S. Jaishankar

Mr. Jaishankar was
speaking at Carnegie In-
dia’s annual Global Tech-
nology Summit.

On bi- and multilateral
collaboration frameworks
like the U.S.-India Initiative
on Critical and Emerging
Technology (ICET), Mr.
Jaishankar said that dom-
estic follow-through was
important. “My reality
check on the partnerships
would be that you have to
move both the regulatory
system and the real econo-
my in step with each oth-
er,” he said.

“Often we would have
discussions, but if they
were not followed through
by projects, then those dis-
cussions don’t have the se-
riousness the other party
would have given,” he
added.

¢ ‘West is more open’
IR FATET Gl FIT

e Jaishankar pointed out that complementary economic partners are found more in the
West, where there is real growth and market competitiveness.
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India Sees Urgency in Closing Deals
with the West: Jaishankar

R o afRa#Y et & e wHsAla Seq
A Y HARTHAT HEYH hT: TAART

The recent U.S. tariffs have pushed India
to rethink its openness to the global
economy, said External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar.

BT & & o9t IARNAY ENE A 9T 7 AT+
Jrdfegaedr & gfer 3raelt gelt Afq w gafdar
e & T 9T fFaT 8, 98 a9 fager 7= v
STIAFHT o Fell

. He emphasized the importance of strengthening
partnerships with Western economies through free
trade agreements.

3761o1 HF SATIR FAFIGAL o ATEIH § qfar
3YCTaEAT3T & AU WIAGRY HSTGT FLat h AT hell TN
oo e

o Jaishankar said that India is ready with urgency to
finalize three major FTAs — with the U.S., European
Union, and the U.K.

STARIRY o gl foh TR ofieT 98 Ferer SATIR FHSANY —
3R, T e 3R ke & ary — A sifdA s A &

T Feaar & F1r R

o He added that if these FTAs are finalized this year,
India would find itself in a completely different trade
position.

Jogiol gl foh 3R A WAl 30 a¥ W gl o1l &, ar TR
Teh Tt AXE & 37T SAaTRe feufer a1 ghem|
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areafas fasrr 3R aeR gfaewyt Alsg ¢

e He contrasted this with the economies to India’s East, suggesting that \Western
economies are more conducive for contractual and competitive trade.

3ogiel TR o i &R 1 IrdeATEATHT BT JefaT I §T el T TR 37 ey
e 3 wfaeTuiers R F fov 31 seqEa ¢ |

e Importance of Domestic Follow-Through

e F I FHATTaIT $Y JAgar

e Speaking on collaborations like the U.S.—India Initiative on Critical and Emerging
Technology (ICET), he said domestic implementation is crucial.

Ageaqor 3R I dhefieh T IANHT-HRA Tg (ICET) SHY Hg 19t WX sefcd T Segiad
gl foh B TN W FHATTIT 964 o8 & |

o He stressed that regulatory systems and the real economy must move together to
make these partnerships successful.

Iogia SR T o 5o7 AreieTREt Y ahel s & faT Rassr) a7 31k areafas
AU T JTY-TTY 33Y ST 21|

o Often, talks and dialogues fail to yield results if they are not followed up with real
projects.

3R AT 3R FaATE 7 FIS IRUNH FET [Aherdr Ife 3¢ areafas aRAsramsit & aryr
37T 18T S&TAT ST

e He concluded by saying that such follow-through gives seriousness and credibility to
India’s international engagements.

351l 3T H gl foh S0 ag T Blal-¢ AR T HARSET Ffaagerarst ¥ i sk
frea@aiadr gere Far gl
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Indian EVMs not connected
to Internet or Wi-Fi, says EC
after U.S. official's comments

:JGS Paper II:
Elections

INTWDTLTIT

Against the backdrop of
claims by U.S. Director of
National Intelligence Tulsi
Gabbard that electronic
voting systems are vulnera-
ble to hacking, the Election
Commission on Friday said
India uses electronic vot-
ing machines (EVM) which
work like “simple, correct
and accurate calculators”
and cannot be connected
to either the Internet, Wi-
Fi, or Infrared.

EC sources said some
countries use electronic
voting systems which are a
mix of multiple systems,
machines, and processes,
including various private
networks like the Internet.
In India, while pressing the
button of choice, the voter
can also see the corres-
ponding VVPAT slips for
enhancing his or her satis-
faction and confidence.

Counting of any number
of votes (even 100 crores)
can be completed in less
than a day and no one can
tamper with these ma-
chines which are either
stored in a strong room or
with an authorised person

Tried and tested: EVMs have stood legal scrutiny by the SC and
are invariably checked by political parties, says EC. K. MURALI KUMAR

at any given point of time,
the sources added.

In India, the EVMs have
stood legal scrutiny by the
Supreme Court and are in-
variably checked by politi-
cal parties at various stag-
es. They pointed out that
more than five crore paper
trail machine slips have
been verified and matched
during counting in front of
political parties.

Ms. Gabbard said on
Thursday that the U.S. Ca-
binet has found “evidence
of how these electronic
voting systems have been
vulnerable to hackers for a
very long time and vulner-
able to exploitation to ma-
nipulate the results of the
votes being cast”. She ad-

ded that the findings man-
date the use of paper bal-
lots across the country so
that voters can have faith
in the integrity of the U.S.
elections.

Last year, tech czar Elon
Musk had called for the
elimination of EVMs, citing
the risk of being hacked by
humans or artificial intelli-
gence (Al).

The then Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Ku-
mar had in January res-
ponded to Mr. Musk’s
claim saying, “A global IT
expert said EVMs can be
hacked while our elections
were going on. They [U.S.]
don’t have EVMs, they
have electronic voting
mechanisms.”

Indian EVMs Not
Connected to
Internet or Wi-Fi,
Says EC After U.S.
Official’s
Comments

R gdITH
LA AT AS-F1S A
HTHrY S feoqoft &
STe AT T o
gl

The Election
Commission (EC)
stated that India's
EVMs are like
"simple, correct, and
accurate calculators"
and are not
connected to the
Internet, Wi-Fi, or
Infrared.

AT 3TANT (EC) o gl
o s Y Sdesr
g H A FHA

FTel § T A geTore, a$-FTE AT FTPRE A S A Al

e This clarification came after U.S. Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard
claimed that electronic voting systems are vulnerable to hacking.
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Ig TASENRIOT e 37T STa JrARRY T GRpar fagerss gerelt dtag o grar fova o
golFelioe alfedr RATed e & fow dacaier gia &1

e According to EC sources, some countries use electronic voting systems that combine
multiple machines, systems, and even private networks like the Internet.

EC AT & 38R, $© 2T gaaeiiord affear fwes & w§ wafialt, yonfaat 3k 787 a6 f
YISdT Acas oW b FeTAC T 3TIRT FLd ¢ |

e In contrast, Indian EVMs operate offline, and voters can verify their choice through the
VVPAT slip, ensuring transparency and confidence.

0% AR, HRAT $ATH THATSH BT Il 8, 3R FAdGIAT A=A I&E Fi drdde Raa
o HIETH F T R Tl 8, Foradt arafar sk s giafed giar g

e Counting of even 100 crore votes can be done in less than a day, and the machines
are either kept in a strong room or with an authorised person at all times.

IgT oo foh 100 #U5 aYet Fr BT off v et & &1 7 1 31 Tehell &, 3R F7eMed gaem ar
Y Fgiear T T Sl § a1 el aiftrgpr cafda & o @l

e Indian EVMs have passed Supreme Court scrutiny and are checked by political
parties at multiple stages of the electoral process.

HRAT SATvH o Fofler HIE Y AT 1 AT & 3R 3¢ Toteliflad el a1 goird Fishar &
fafFiesr TRol & S Srar g

o Over five crore paper trail slips have been verified and matched with votes in front of
political parties during counting.

et & et uiw F5 & 310% TR e Raew & s iR Remar = g, ag o
TSr=ifas el o sufeafa

e U.S. Concerns on Voting Systems
AR & AT Rvew F aAw< [=ar

e Tulsi Gabbard stated that electronic voting systems in the U.S. have long been
vulnerable to hacking and manipulation.

ol 39S 7 w1 3 IR # sawcie Aty Rven od wag a ik sk dso &
forT HagsTeler @ &
e She emphasized the need for paper ballots to restore public trust in elections.

Seglel STeTdT T HAT SgTel el & ToTT U defe I 3MT2Tehdl W SN &aT|

e In 2023, tech leader Elon Musk also called for the elimination of EVMSs, citing the risk
of hacking by humans or Al.

2023 H TAeheTihT GIITST ToleT HEH =1 371 §AIUA FI HAIC FI-1 T ST gl AT, Ig FEd §U
f 3o¢ ATeTa A1 FA FEfFET (Al) CART § BT ST WA B

e EC Response to Musk's Remarks
FE HY feoqoft 9 g smaver A gfafwar

e InJanuary, then Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar responded by saying,
“They [U.S.] don’t even have EVMs, they have electronic voting mechanisms.”
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Giving shape to the university of the future

|GS Paper Ii: Education Sector |
T he National Education Policy proposes to

change India’s siloed higher education

system by establishing large
multidisciplinary educational institutions. The
emphasis will be on having a more
cross-disciplinary education, a pedagogical shift
towards “communication, discussion, debate,
research, and opportunities for cross-disciplinary
and interdisciplinary thinking”, and
interdisciplinary research.

How do we transform the existing system of
universities, colleges, and the research ecosystem
in India to achieve these objectives? The answer:
a progression from a multidisciplinary campus or
university space to a cross-disciplinary
collaborative teaching and research practice,
interdisciplinary thought and also research based
on integrated disciplinary frameworks.

Multidisciplinarity is the existence of multiple
disciplines in a single project or programme
without seeking interaction. Disciplines exist
parallel to each other, with each applying their
own disciplinary methods and perspectives and
maintaining boundaries. Cross-disciplinary
approach expects collaboration between different
disciplines without emphasising knowledge
integration. It works towards creating
connections and fostering dialogue between
disciplines. An example would be an educationist
and an economist writing this article. An
interdisciplinary approach on the other hand,
integrates insights, methods, and concepts from
different disciplines to address complex
real-world problems. It goes beyond
collaboration, leading to the synthesis of
knowledge across disciplinary boundaries.

The multidisciplinary campus

Phasing out single stream institutes of higher
education (IHE) to establish a multidisciplinary
campus can work in two ways. First, by adding
departments to expand the existing core
disciplinary focus — for example, the Indian
Institutes of Technology are adding or
strengthening their humanities and social
sciences, offering integrated masters programmes
in economics and allied disciplines. Second,
creating university clusters by connecting existing
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Parag Waknis

is a faculty of
economics at the
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University Delhi

Creating a
higher
education
structure in
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vision of the
National
Education Policy
2020 will need
to be a
well-thought-out
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institutions — for example, a commerce college
can collaborate with an arts and science college
to create a cluster university. This requires
administrative streamlining and not just
academic collaboration. Clustering single stream
institutions might be a cost effective and time
efficient way of creating large multidisciplinary
institutions in the short term. However, according
to the 2020-21 All India Survey of Higher
Education (AISHE), a significant proportion of
institutions are undergraduate colleges, 35% of
these are single stream, and many of these are
only B.Ed colleges, making it difficult to find
appropriate disciplinary variety nearby that is
suitable for clustering.

In addition to repurposing existing IHEs, new
multidisciplinary universities will have to be
established to reach the goal of having “at least
one in or near every district” by 2030. It would
be wise to establish a single multidisciplinary
campus in a district rather than have one
institution with multiple campuses across
districts to maximise educational and research
efficiency. Research shows that while public
universities have a higher educational efficiency,
they have lower research efficiency because they
need to manage multiple campuses.

Cross-disciplinary learning and practice
The university of the future cannot be just a
collection of multiple departments. It needs a
disciplinary faculty that is open to collaboration
and diverse points of views, and experienced in
working across disciplines. To achieve this in the
long run, students (i.e., faculty of the future) and
current faculty need exposure to different
disciplines. This cross-disciplinary approach to
learning starts with students taking courses
across departments outside their core discipline.
The next step is to encourage and facilitate
cross-disciplinary research and projects to solve
complex problems.

At this stage, faculty and students are expected
to bring in their disciplinary knowledge,
collaborating and fostering dialogue between the
disciplines. This can lead to the creation of
cross-disciplinary courses — for example, a
course titled ‘Economic changes and class

structures as seen in Indian cinema, in
collaboration with the economics, sociology, and
film studies faculty’.

Incentivising such cross disciplinary courses,
projects or centres needs additional funding to
sustain it over multiple years. The National
Science Foundation’s (NSF) Integrative Graduate
Education and Research Traineeship (IGERT)
programme in the United States is a good
example of substantial investment in having
teachers and researchers of the future with a
“breadth of skills, strengths, and understanding
to work in an interdisciplinary environment while
being well grounded with depth of knowledge in
a major field”.

On inter-disciplinary thought
Cross-disciplinary learning and practice expects
collaboration between disciplines. On the other
hand, interdisciplinary thinking and research
requires drawing deeper connections between
disciplines and the creation of integrated
frameworks. Can cross-disciplinary research and
practice really reach this ideal? In the experience
of the writers of this article of the Integrated
Graduate Research Traineeship (IGERT), this was
achieved in some cross-disciplinary combinations
such as biotechnology, medicine, chemistry and
biology. However, for disciplines such as
engineering and architecture, participating
students reported challenges in finding
publication venues for integrated research,
securing and advancing in academic
employment, as they did not fit in any particular
discipline. Thus, to avoid interdisciplinarity from
sliding into traditional practice, there is a need to
overhaul funding and the publication ecosystem
as well as faculty hiring/promoting practices.
The cost implications of all these changes will
be enormous and staggered over several years.
This will require reprioritising public spending.
The governance and regulatory changes to
achieve this also need to be carefully thought out.
The fact is that we are trying to create a higher
education structure that broadly resembles the
American system at its zenith, which has
organically grown over a century, in one of the
most unregulated and competitive environments.

Giving Shape to the University of the Future
sfasw & feafaegares =Y e &

The National Education Policy aims to transform India’s siloed higher

education system by creating large multidisciplinary educational

institutions.

s fram A F1 35827 e i fasnfara <o e o Y agean @
3R 2 9g-Rvas M Feamal B Ui Fr )
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e The focus will shift towards cross-disciplinary education, promoting communication,
discussion, debate, research, and interdisciplinary thinking.

39 SN IRER v sl R, ware, =, 989, IegaeTe 3R ARy | ar
TETAT <ol TR |

e The goal is to move from just a multidisciplinary campus to collaborative teaching
and research, and integrated disciplinary frameworks.

&Y Shael ag-FATTH TRET A 3T Tgoh TeAIcAS RIGToT I ITae F4T Tt
v & 1 3R T B

e Understanding the Approaches: Multidisciplinary, Cross-disciplinary, and
Interdisciplinary

TRehIoT Y FH: agﬁmmqﬁmﬁmaﬁtm

e Multidisciplinarity involves multiple disciplines working together in the same space but
without interaction or integration.

g-Rvgear & 3 3w v @1 gid € et 37 ST Ware A1 FA el g
e Each discipline maintains its own methods and boundaries.
¥ Tavar 319 gearfaat R @emst & s @ g |

e Across-disciplinary approach encourages collaboration between disciplines, though
not necessarily integrating knowledge.

IREIRF [vTF TReHIoT [TvAT & i AEANT ' 9o1a1 2T &, Afohed STHY T8l & dg AT
FT FATAT |

o It helps create connections and encourages dialogue among disciplines — like an
educationist and economist co-authoring an article.

g At & S GG Fo1ar & 3R Ha1g F Aicaried ST § — ol Ues frenfag ik
FFmE v oE@ Ad Pd|

e Interdisciplinary approach integrates methods, concepts, and insights from multiple
disciplines to address real-world problems.

IeRRrTE TfeRIvr AR vt & a0, raemonsit 3 TRewwi @ shear & aife
Eafas siaet Y FATATIHT 1 gef foT ST T |

e It goes beyond mere collaboration and leads to synthesis of knowledge.
I hdel TN 373! Sgeh FATeT T A HAT o |

e The Multidisciplinary Campus
ag-fawas TR

e Replacing single-stream Institutes of Higher Education (IHE) with multidisciplinary
campuses can happen in two ways:

vahe fawer e o e deumat (1HE) 1 ag-fawers aRa & seorm & & alis &)
Tohd &

e One method is to add departments to expand the current core disciplinary focus —
for example, IITs adding humanities and social sciences.
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IEIEA F AR 3R aenfas A= A TR

e Some IITs are offering integrated masters programmes in economics and related
fields.

TS HTSITSEN HAATET 3N HeiTereT fawaT F Thrpad ARCH Ty off E AT 2 |
o Another method is to form university clusters by connecting existing institutions — like
a commerce college collaborating with arts and science colleges.

i et § T Hiser et St s IfAafiiél Ferel ST ST — SI U Hiad
FlcloT HT IMEH 3 TFH Fiatall & A I
e This requires administrative streamlining, not just academic collaboration.

=% ToIT hder A&TTOTF AW LT, SToh TAHTAF A FHI 817 3TaRIRAT ¢ |

o Clustering single-stream institutions can be a cost-effective and time-efficient
method in the short term.

TH fAT FEATA Y FAE FIAT TR0l & 7 Teh H AT AR FHT FAS A
g AR

e According to 2020-21 AISHE data, a large number of institutions are undergraduate
colleges, of which 35% are single-stream, mostly B.Ed colleges.

2020-21 & AISHE 8T & 38, 9§ AR TEUT FTdh Pl &, fole1el 4 35% Tehel
R arer €, 3R s & 3 fies Fiawr o
o This makes it difficult to find suitable disciplinary variety for clustering.
$HY 3ugFd fawg fafaerar Gisrr AR g1 ST & |
e Need for New Multidisciplinary Universities
¢ ag-Tawas faeafaeameral i smaesdn

o Apart from repurposing existing IHEs, new multidisciplinary universities will need to
be established.

HIS(ET 3 RIaT WEATal 1 721 T & & TY-Ary 7§ qg-fvaw freafiggmeat &
TUTIAT T 39T gt
e The goal is to have at least one in or near every district by 2030.

A8 § foh 2030 T & S & 91 30F U FH A FH TH dg-[avIs [deafagzreaa gl

Pl
o Itis more efficient to establish a single campus per district rather than a multi-
campus institution across districts.

X el F vt IRER a1 % Foratt 3 ek IR Y Jorr & 31fRren gerd grem|
e Studies show public universities have higher educational efficiency but lower
research efficiency due to the burden of managing multiple campuses.

HETTAT § I ToidT ¢ foh TXHRT faeafagarerat $r Aarfore gavar 3170 gid ¢ aifenet
YT G&TAT 3 Blcl! ¢ FA11oh So¢ S TRE PT AT HAT I3T &
e Cross-Disciplinary Learning and Practice

RTINS v 3rferera 3iv arsame
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e The university of the future cannot merely be a collection of multiple departments.
sfasa &1 feafagarea Fad w8 e w1 Fag 7L & Feharl

e It must have a disciplinary faculty that is open to collaboration, diverse viewpoints,
and cross-disciplinary experience.

S U faweTa § gl WIie T St weder & faw ger, fAfder efewon # wer w3
arelt, 3R aREaRe v regea & god &l

o To achieve this long-term goal, both students (future faculty) and current faculty must
be exposed to different disciplines.

Y SIHIfoleh o183 Pl UITd el & folU, BTAT (STTAST & ThR) 3R aTdATT T Y
faf&er frwt &t 3reg37ar e gham|

e Cross-disciplinary learning begins when students take courses from departments
outside their core discipline.

TREIRF v rftere ao g giaT § 57 o 319+ H&T g & ael & s 4

UTSTHA ot & |
e The next step involves encouraging and facilitating cross-disciplinary research and
projects that tackle complex problems.

37Tl TROT Ao FHEATHT 1 gl A & ToIv TRETRF v sregaem 3 aRarsrensit
T AeaTied 3R FaTH Sl & |

e At this level, both faculty and students are expected to contribute their disciplinary
knowledge and foster dialogue between disciplines.

SH T W, HhT 3 S, il ol 319e) TAS9Ta AT &7 FeTere 8o &1 & 3R vt &
i "arg S dicarfed T g1ar g

e This canresult in cross-disciplinary courses — such as a course on “Economic
changes and class structures as seen in Indian cinema”, involving economics,
sociology, and film studies faculty.

IE IRTINE YIS ISTHAT F SToH & Thdl § — S “FRAT [FA#AT # faars 3= are
38 GRTcteT 3 G Tee=ae” IR TR rodsha forae e, Aty 3R
e reTTa & Gehry A gl

¢ Incentivising cross-disciplinary efforts — such as courses, projects, or centres —
requires additional funding for long-term sustainability.

TREIRS RAYTF T — S IISTHA, IRANSTATT IT hg — AT AcATfed el & [olT
FfaRea B3 T 3maegedr gidl § difeh 3o¢ o THT deh TATIT ST T |

e The NSF’s IGERT programme in the United States is a strong example of major
investment in creating interdisciplinary researchers and teachers.

TYFA TS FANFT AT NSF FT IGERT FTAHH Teh UHT 3aT60T & o e v
Rt 3iiT everaratait &l Al wiat 7 Ageayqot fAder far arm

e It focuses on building individuals with a breadth of skills to work interdisciplinarily,
while maintaining depth in a core field.

Pa la

a
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e On Interdisciplinary Thought
RIS Ras

e Cross-disciplinary learning focuses on collaboration between disciplines.
IREIRE v 31 1 e Rt & i g waar g

o Interdisciplinary thinking, however, involves making deeper connections and
creating integrated frameworks.

AT R # T8Y T AT 3N TP S TR A=A AMA B o
e The key question is — can cross-disciplinary research reach this interdisciplinary
ideal?
HAEY TR Tg § — FIT IRETR AT ITH 58 HRATIS 31eel T Tg Tohell £72
e From the authors’ experience in the IGERT programme, some cross-disciplinary

combinations — such as biotechnology, medicine, chemistry, and biology —
successfully achieved this.

NG & IGERT HRIHH & IHeI3d o AR, $& IREIRF vy 3o — o s
e, Rrfercar, e stk shafaae — 7 a8 awear &)

e However, in fields like engineering and architecture, students faced difficulties in
publishing integrated research or advancing in academia, as their work did not fit a
single discipline.

gleiifen, Sonfarafier 3 aregaen SI8 &1 & oAl I Thiga ey gFfra w1 derfors
YIf I HISATSAT BT TTHAT AT UST FA1Th JoTehT H fordll Uk fafrse fawr & A8 3mar

a1

e To preventinterdisciplinary work from reverting to traditional practices, changes are
needed in funding, publication ecosystems, and faculty hiring/promotions.

HARATTS FF FF IRINE TATHT 7 Scola A Vet & T BIFT, gapterst yorrel, 31X

THIT HATIANAST F SeoTd T IHTTLITHAT ¢ |
e Cost Implications and Policy Changes

T gHTE 3R Aifaera aiads

e These changes will have high costs and will be implemented over several years.
sﬂmaﬁrma@mmmgﬁ?ﬁéaﬁﬁm%mWI

e This will require reprioritising public spending.
5O foT AIdefas o3 Y o1 SrafAehar &1 g1

e Governance and regulatory frameworks must be carefully revised to support this
transformation.

58 IR T Thel ToTlet & o et 3R Fa#s R 7 Fauiqds seard a3t gt
e Indiais trying to build a higher education system resembling the American system at

its peak, which evolved over a century in a competitive and unregulated
environment.
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“Children subjected to
rape, sexual violence
in DR Congo, says UN

IGS Paper II: International Organization |

Agence France-Presse
GENEVA

The UN condemned on Fri-
day the widespread rape of
children in conflict-torn
eastern Democratic Repu-
blic of Congo, where thou-
sands were reportedly sub-
jected to sexual violence in
the first two months of
2025.

UNICEF’s plea
“The rate of sexual vio-
lence against children has
never been  higher,”
warned James Elder of the
United Nations children’s
agency UNICEF, demand-
ing action.

“Early reports show that

Children make up
between 35 to 45% of
the nearly 10,000
cases of rape and
sexual violence

children make up between
35 to 45% of the nearly
10,000 cases of rape and
sexual violence reported...
in just January and Febru-
ary of this year,” he told re-
porters in Geneva, speak-
ing from Goma.

“In short, based on in-
itial data, ... during the
most intense phase of this
year’s conflict in eastern
DRC, a child was raped ev-
ery half an hour”

Children subjected to rape,
sexual violence in DR
Congo, says UN

SIAR Hleall & Tedl F AT
Tl 3R e e wged
e

~

The United Nations on Friday
condemned the widespread
rape of children in conflict-torn
eastern Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC).

HYFA TE A YFHAR H FEGIET
qdl SHRkeF Rufeas 3w wieet
@) 7 T=at & 9y 92 dAe
W FATcHR $1 fAgr $|

. Thousands of children were
reportedly subjected to sexual violence in
the first two months of 2025.

2025 & Ygol &Y AT H TRy S=di T AleT fEHT T RGP AT a7

¢ UNICEF’s plea
AR HY ardfer

o James Elder, spokesperson of UNICEF, warned that the rate of sexual violence
against children has never been higher.

FAAE & Tl AW UesT o Taraed af 1o Jeat & (o dler Far 1 &t 9ga & F+41
HAF A TS T

e He demanded immediate action to address the crisis.

3ogiel 30 Tehe U AU & [T dehrel FRATS T H3T 7|
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e He said that early reports show children made up between 35% to 45% of nearly
10,000 cases of rape and sexual violence reported in January and February.

3ogiet gl o TR Retet & JreTa steradt 3itv wadt ¥ &of fonw a7w eferemar 10,000
AT 7 35% W 45% NfEd a=a I

e He was speaking to reporters in Geneva, via video from Goma.
Jg foreiar F T3RT & MAT T NISAT & ATCIH T 91 R T

e He said that during the most intense phase of this year’s conflict in eastern DRC, a
child was raped every half an hour, based on initial data.

3ogiet gl foh 38 aY & Wl ot Way FTer 7, Tl STt 31 8¥ 3me 6 F va qoan
TATHR FHT AP §3T, TRIHFF 31T & AR |
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e With 4 executions, Kabul marks highest daily tally under Taliban
R BT F WY it et § F1ger § v et F qa@ 3meT Al Hir gone

e On Friday, four men were publicly executed in Afghanistan, which is the highest
number of executions in a single day since the Taliban's return to power.

YFAR FI FHIAAEATT 3 TR Al Y WSS & § Gl & 978, S Aforart & aar &
dleat & 91¢ v faet A gad 31RF R &7 3T 2
e These executions took place in sports stadiums across three separate provinces.
I BT 6T TATT et ISAT-37e097 Wil F Tl TBIAT H T TS|
e With these, the total number of public executions since 2021 has reached 10.
ST WHIE & ATY 2021 { 39 oIoh ool 10 AT T WTSTTorah T A FT Y FAT & S bl B
e Public Executions During First Taliban Rule
e & ggel AT A WAt T BT

e During the first Taliban regime (1996-2001), public executions were common, mostly
carried out in sports stadiums.

aIfoETe F 9gel ATH (1996-2001) F SRTT, ATdotietsh BiAT 31T 2t 3R SIEraR @
FefBgaAT 7 g o

e In Qala-i-Naw, Badghis province, two men were shot six or seven times by a male
relative of the victims in front of spectators.

qTE Wi & HeT-v-aAt 7 a7 i NS & 7ew RedaR o 58 F A IR Melt AT
el & HTHe AN STeT|

e According to Mohammad Igbal Rahimyar, a 48-year-old spectator, the men were made
to sit and turn their backs before being shot.

48 ety gefe AigFAE FHaTe WIAIR & 31TAR, 37 19N hl SoTed IS gAT &1 978 3R
e aielr AR 718 |

o Supreme Court’s Statement on the Executions
I o G FIE T FAqTT

e The men were sentenced to retaliatory punishment for shooting other men, after their
cases were examined very precisely and repeatedly, said the Supreme Court.
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AT FIE o gl Toh SoT AT T GERT T el AR oh IO H ol T JAT &1 978, 3R
3oTeh HATHG T TR A I IR-IR AT FHI 15|

e The victims' families refused to grant amnesty to the convicted men.
Nf3at & aRErt ¥ R HF AT 7 ¥ R AT e

e A man named Zabihullah said that if the families had forgiven them it would be
better, otherwise “it's God's order and should be implemented.”

aﬁwm%wﬁrﬁw%mﬁaﬁ#wmmmmm,m"w
3redTg 1 3Mee § AR 3wy fvar smem e

e Third and Fourth Executions
Ay 3itx ateft v

e The third man was executed in Zaranj, Nimroz province, and the fourth in Farah city,
in the western province of the same name.

N =T A Iid & et 7 33T i sufFd Y vRig et & aRes ) wid # vy
ras|

e Public Invitations and Reactions
Stetar &1 fas=or sk gfafrae

e The public had been officially invited to attend the executions through notices
circulated widely on Thursday.

TFAR T AT §G F THIRT ANEH & HTEIH G STolcll 1 Bt 3@ & fow smafaa fovar
IT AT

e A spectator named Javid, aged 30, said, “It’s good that the Islamic Emirate shows
its politics and force.”

30 gufy gefe Sifag & oreT, " I8 =T ¢ T SEAS IHHRTT 9= A= 3 arhd
farwr el
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With 4 executions, Kabul marks highest daily tally under Taliban

IGS Paper Il: Human
Rights Violation

KABUL

Four men were publicly ex-
ecuted in Afghanistan on
Friday, the Supreme Court
said, the highest number
of executions to be carried
out in one day since the Ta-
liban’s return to power.
The executions at sports
stadiums in three separate
provinces brought to 10
the number of men public-
ly put to death since 2021.
Public executions were
common during the Tali-
ban’s first rule from 1996 to
2001, with most carried
out in sports stadiums.
Two men were shot
around six or seven times
by a male relative of the
victims in front of specta-
tors in Qala-i-Naw, the
centre of Badghis pro-
vince, witnessessaid.
“They were made to sit
and turn their backs to us.
Relatives from the victims’
families stood behind and
shot them with a gun,” Mo-

hammad Igbal Rahimyar, a
48-year-old spectator, said.
The men had been “sen-
tenced to retaliatory pun-
ishment” for shooting oth-
er men, after their cases
were “examined very pre-
cisely and repeatedly”, the
Supreme Court said.

The families of the vic-
tims turned down the op-
portunity to offer the men
amnesty, it said.

“If the family of the vic-
tim had forgiven the men it
would be better, otherwise
it’s God’s order, and should
be implemented,” a 35-
year-old man who gave his
name as Zabihullah said
outside the stadium.

Afghans had been invit-
ed to “attend the event” in
official notices shared
widely on Thursday.

A third man was execut-
ed in Zaranj in Nimroz pro-
vince and the fourth was in
Farah city in the western
province of the same
name.

“It’s good that the Islam-

The executions at sports stadiums in three provinces brought to 10
the number of men publicly put to death since 2021. Arp

ic Emirate shows its polit-
ics and force. I am very
happy with that,” said
another 30-year-old spec-
tator named Javid, refer-
ring to the Taliban govern-
ment’s official name.

Eye for an eye

Amnesty  International
called on the Taliban auth-
orities to halt public execu-
tions, which it called a
“gross affront to human
dignity”.

The previous execution
was in November 2024,
when a convicted murder-
er was shot three times in
the chest by a member of
the victim’s family in front
of thousands of spectators,
including high-ranking Ta-
liban officials, at a stadium
in Gardez, the capital of
eastern Paktia province.

Corporal punishment —
mainly flogging — has been
common under the Tali-
ban authorities and em-

ployed for crimes includ-
ing theft, adultery and
alcohol consumption.

However, all execution
orders are signed by the
Taliban’s reclusive Su-
preme Leader Hibatullah
Akhundzada, who lives in
the movement’s heartland
of Kandahar.

Akhundzada  ordered
judges in 2022 to fully im-
plement all aspects of the
Taliban government’s in-
terpretation of Islamic law
— including “eye-for-an-
eye” punishments known
as “gisas”, allowing for the
death penalty in retribu-
tion for the crime of mur-
der.

One of the most infa-
mous images from Tali-
ban’s first rule depicted the
1999 execution of a woman
wearing an all-covering
burga in a Kabul stadium.
She had been accused of
killing her husband.

The United Nations and
rights groups such as Am-
nesty have condemned the

Taliban government’s use
of corporal punishment
and the death penalty.

Report findings

Amnesty included Afghan-
istan in countries where
“death sentences were
known to have been im-
posed after proceedings
that did not meet interna-
tional fair trial standards”,
the non-governmental or-
ganisation said in its an-
nual report on death sen-
tences published in April.

The report said Iran,
Iraq and Saudi Arabia were
responsible for 91% of
known executions last
year, with increases in
death sentences in all three
countries spurring a global
rise.

The 1,518 executions re-
corded worldwide in 2024
did not include thousands
of people believed to have
been executed in China -
the world’s leading expo-
nent of capital punishment
— Amnesty said.

International Reactions and Human Rights Concerns

Amnesty International called for the Taliban to halt public executions,
calling them a "gross affront to human dignity."

THAE SSAUT A dTfeiaTel § AT foieh BIEY §¢ et by 3rdier 1, 3%
So¢ " AT INAT & TATE TR 39ATT" Faq14TI

e The last public execution occurred in November 2024, when a convicted murderer
was shot three times in the chest by a victim’s family member in front of thousands
of spectators, including high-ranking Taliban officials, at a stadium in Gardez, Paktia
province.

ﬁwﬁaﬁaﬁmmﬂﬁaﬁwzomﬁg@aﬁ,mwmmﬂaﬁﬁﬁa#qﬂm*m
o BTt 7 fieT AR M ARF FART geiant 3R afss anforarer srfraifat $r Alsgeet
qfeFaar Iid & IS TBIA H AR

o Corporal Punishment under Taliban

arferareT arae & erRF &3

e Under Taliban rule, corporal punishment like flogging is common for crimes such as
theft, adultery, and alcohol consumption.

aIfoETeT 2T & dgd, A, safAeR 31t eRE s 39 gt & v o &8, v
FIS AR, 3T &

Page3 3

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

Email Id :
Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

o
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

e All execution orders are approved by Taliban's Supreme Leader Hibatullah
Akhundzada, who resides in Kandahar.

Tl FeIS3 e AfAareT F wafed AT Fagede FGEATGT caRT FUR F A fhu
EIcE]

e In 2022, Akhundzada instructed judges to fully implement Islamic law, including “qisas”
or "eye-for-an-eye" punishments.
2022 #, 3GeIIeT o TRl ! gEATH! Flefet, [ &0 & e I " 3@ & oo
3" SHET G131 I QI TG of19] Al T fder e

e One of the most infamous images from the Taliban's first rule shows the 1999

execution of a woman wearing a burga in a Kabul stadium, accused of killing her
husband.

AT & Tgel ATH & Hol FEATT SAAT H F U H 1999 H v Afgen At Fgar
Fefeae & wrlY & @ o &, f98 3r9er afa Y gear &1 3R s arm am|

e Amnesty Report on Global Executions
RTF FT W THAET F R

e Amnesty International's April report included Afghanistan among countries where
death sentences were imposed after unfair trials.

THAEE SSTALAAT 7 I8 RS 7 rBenfaedrs o 37 &2¥ &7 enfAer fohar arar STgr
Irfara = wfdhar & a1¢ Feges v arv|

e According to the report, Iran, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia accounted for 91% of known
executions in 2024, contributing to a global rise in death sentences.

RATE & 31eTaR, $T0T, 30 3R FEY 3T o 2024 F AT G &F 919% AW & fow
arrere fea, oy 3Raw qeyes WA el g

e 1In 2024, 1,518 executions were recorded globally, excluding thousands believed
executed in China, which remains the world’s top user of capital punishment.

2024 # 3G # 1,518 BIAY gor 1 715, e A HRAT aR I Y 718 FoRY G o Digay,
St 319 1 FCYES A AT AT HT FEW ST U A1 I T

Pa la

a
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Amnesty International
THATE ScTAAqTT

e Amnesty International (Al) is a prominent international non-governmental
organization (NGO) dedicated to the promotion and protection of human rights
worldwide.

THAEET ST (Al) Toh THE HeRTsgH T I-TIHRT HaraeT (NGO) & it 3Raeh &/
TR ATGIIASHRI & TIETT 3R Fadia & fow gaAd g

o Established in 1961, Al has been instrumental in advocating for individuals whose
rights have been violated, emphasizing justice, freedom, and equality.
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1961 # TAMAA Al & 3eT SATFAAT I TehTeld et H HgedqoT AT 19118 § Toreteh
ORI 1 3eerea g37 ¢, 3R I 7, Facan 3R FATTAT R/ AR ST B

Founding and Historical Background

FuTaer 3R e geasfar

o Establishment: Founded on May 28, 1961, in London, United Kingdom, by British
lawyer Peter Benenson, inspired by the plight of two Portuguese students
imprisoned for raising a toast to freedom.

FYUTYAT: 28 A 1961 &I vige, FeATSES hars# o fafer afer diex deteraet canT wifid
fema a2, St Faear & fT 2e 355 9T Se 7 STa 71T & gefanrely SE hr gé @ R
q

o Initial Focus: Al began by campaigning for the release of prisoners of conscience—
individuals jailed solely for their beliefs, ethnicity, or peaceful expression of
opinion.

WRIAE AT Al 7 BT A HareaT & afeat 1 Rgrs & fov A gomr—oa
e ST shaer 379= farvarw, Sieltarar ar anfaqet srfdeafda & sroT a7 U

e Evolution: Over the decades, Al expanded its mandate to address issues like torture,
death penalty, discrimination, and refugee rights, adapting to the evolving human
rights landscape.

farar: gerel 7 Al S a1, s, deua 3R eRonfat & rfeRT S Hegl
QWW@WN@?WWMﬁTWWW#%y@W@
T gTelT|

Mission and Objectives

forereT 3T 3527

e Core Mission: To conduct thorough research and take action to prevent and end
grave abuses of human rights, ensuring justice and freedom for all.

HET e MR ATARER Soadat S Aohal 3R FATCT HA & [T 5 SregaeTeT
AT IR FRATE YT, ifeh Tl & forw =y 3R wae=rar giaed S 5 a|
o Key Objectives:
T R
o Advocate for the release of individuals imprisoned unjustly.
HATIYAF el A 3Tet AT SATFaAT I RETS & T Fehrored e
o Oppose and work towards the abolition of the death penalty globally.

AR TR T HYEs F IeAele I [T H H AT AR 3HehT faRTLT LT |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page3 5

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

o Combat torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman, or degrading
treatment.

1T AR 3T FI, HATTANT AT HIHTASTAF TGN o [eATh oI5aTT|

o Support the rights of marginalized groups, including women, LGBTQ+
individuals, and refugees.

#fgame, LGBTQ+ afea 31N eronfdat afea aftra wogh & srfert o awde
HLAT|

Organizational Structure and Leadership
HISATcHS T AR Afed
e Headquarters: Located in London, United Kingdom.
HEATE: viee, JATses Rrsa 7 Faa g

e Global Presence: Al operates in over 150 countries, with a membership exceeding
10 million individuals worldwide.

3w iR Al 150 & M0 ot & 1 Fxar &, 31N sudhr gewgar 1 F0g ¥ 0w
cafFaal o thell g8 81

o Leadership: As of 2021, Agnés Callamard serves as the Secretary-General,
bringing extensive experience in human rights advocacy.

Aqed: 2021 T, WA HerATs Al H ART-FTeRe 8, S ARTAAHR Y Jahrered 7

ST 37T o 37T ¢ |

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1l: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. Dire Efforts: On De-extinction and Conservation
faerea genfaat #r gersfifad F 3R wwaror o¥ i v

2. The Beijing India Report as Milestone and Opportunity
ST sRa Rare: v e #71 9oy 31T s

3. The Role of Women in Adaptation
3eTherer & Afget A sfAew

4. India’s Industrial Output Growth Slows to a Six-Month
Low of 2.9% in February: Ministry
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A T 3D ANF 3cree J5for viadt 7 g 7 & A=
TR 2.9% W gt FAT

5. 6.84 Lakh Families Under Lens in Haryana for Giving
‘False’ Info to Avail of BPL, AAY Benefits

didiee, Tuars amn ue & AT S8 AEERY & 9¥ FRAom
# 6.84 1@ IREOR I F N A

6. Caught in a Cyber Snare
ASa o1 & Bl

7. Equity MF inflows sink to an 11-month low amid
volatility

IR & dir fFad) 7y rer B vare 11 Al & fa=ra
F 9T gl

8. Adopting Al harder than thought: Nilekani
T3S HY YT AT § HfSeT: dge dAtawoil

9. India ‘eyeing win-win interim deal’ with U.S. during the
90-day pause

90-feet Fr N F gRreT /R 3R 3R F g J=r-fawr
raf# gl F I

10. Iron ore exports to China plummet in FY25 on
output glut, slowdown

FY25 & 3118 3cures 31X A<l & FRor 919 Fi @l 3w
ot & s Pirae
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_____[GS Paper lil: Environment |
Dire efforts

The conservation argument for
resurrecting dire wolf is not credible
C olossal Biosciences is an American com-

pany with an unusual marketing line:

combining genomics with conservation —
not in its traditional form, but through de-extinc-
tion, which is resurrecting species extinct for
thousands of years. Leading this project is Har-
vard geneticist George Church, a prominent pro-
moter of the company, who aims to bring back
the woolly mammoth, a distant ancestor of the
elephant. The stated logic is to combat global
warming. During the Pleistocene Ice Ages, the
mammoth roamed lush grasslands across the
tundra. Until its extinction around 5,000 years
ago, the Arctic tundra also supported large popu-
lations of bison, wolves, cave lions, and giant
deer. As the climate warmed, these species disap-
peared, and the grasslands gave way to shrub-
bery and sheets of snow. As temperatures rise,
permafrost begins to disappear, resulting in high
emissions of methane, a more potent greenhouse
gas than carbon dioxide. To prevent this, some
scientists at a Siberian park have been transport-
ing large animals that are resistant to cold to see if
their foraging can restore the grasslands. Grass
absorbs less heat than the tall trees in a shrub for-
est — the dominant species — and therefore decel-
erates warming, but it cannot stop warming.

The woolly mammoth, though extinct, is seen
as a potent weapon in this climate plan. Scientists
at Colossal have extracted fragments of its DNA
from fossils and reconstructed its genome. By
comparing it to that of the modern elephant,
they have edited specific genes to recreate mam-
moth-like traits, with the goal of eventually incu-
bating a hybrid embryo in an elephant’s womb.
Scientists have also experimented with the dire
wolf, an extinct relative of the gray wolf, and
birthed three snow-white wolves. However, this
claim has yet to pass rigorous peer review. Critics
point out that only 20 genes were edited, and
what has been created is, in essence, a “strange-
looking gray wolf”. Despite such criticisms, the
technological achievement is a testament to the
ability to engineer precision edits to the genome.
The work of Chinese scientist He Jiankui, who
claimed to have produced gene-edited human
babies, remains controversial. Colossal may be
credited for its genomics work, but the claim that
it is reviving species for conservation is not cred-
ible. Thousands of living species are vanishing
due to habitat loss and human encroachment.
Spending millions of dollars on speculative pro-
jects, whose benefits, if there are any, will fructify
only over centuries, takes away resources from
immediate conservation efforts. The scientific
community must lay down strict guidelines on
the use of gene-editing technology in applica-
tions other than health.

Dire Efforts: On De-extinction and
Conservation

farerea wenfaat @t gersiifae #Xe 3R weeTor
IR g

Colossal Biosciences and Its Unique Approach
AT TS 3 SHHT IFAET TiehoT

e Colossal Biosciences is an American company that claims to
combine genomics with conservation, not in traditional ways, but
through de-extinction — the resurrection of species extinct for
thousands of years.

FIATHT TRAETEAST Ueh AN oy § S IRIRE I & T
SN TAFH FT TIETT F W TS &7 a1 T &, I8 37 oTRY Freit &
e yenfaat #r gersiifad #3@ (de-extinction) & ATETH |

e George Church, a Harvard geneticist, is leading this project and
aims to bring back the woolly mammoth, a distant ancestor of the
elephant.

St 9, Teh gTaS & Arega i s, @ aRAeer raAqea I w8
3R g7l & T g & AT et HAY FT AT et T A6 W ¢

e The stated aim is to combat global warming by restoring tundra
grasslands, which existed during the Pleistocene Ice Ages.

N 3652 ¢ ARaw AT gefer & o=, forwes fore cofieetdla fear

T % g1 HiTE E31 O & Aat B G e ¥
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Ecological Background and Climate Logic

TR i gesafar 3 srerarg & 1 aF

Until its extinction around 5,000 years ago, the Arctic tundra supported bison, wolves,
cave lions, and giant deer along with the mammoth.

TTATHIT 5,000 I G T AThTea 31 7 AAY F w1y-wry a15w, 43, w7 O ik Raner
fRor i T/ A

As climate warmed, grasslands gave way to shrubbery and snow, and this led to the
disappearance of these species.

S-S STerary I g8, °TH & HeTt T STo7g enfsar 3 aF & o o, 5ad 3 yenfaar
e gy ag|

Permafrost started melting, emitting methane, a greenhouse gas more potent than
carbon dioxide.

TATHIFE & Ferelel & #eder oIt 3 fshotet oo, St et STE3iTaraTSS i Joletr 3 31U
gHATAT A3 I g

In a Siberian park, cold-resistant animals are being introduced to test whether their
foraging can help restore grasslands.

HISARAT & Teh UTeh H S3-ARSU] SATeTat 1 ollehT Ig TRIGTOT foham ST TgT & o aram 3e7eh
WIS YR A I & ATl G R fa g1 @t &

Grass absorbs less heat than tall shrubs, hence it can decelerate warming, though it
cannot stop it completely.

°T ST i Jorar H w7 74t sranfa Fxh 8, 'STw8 I arvaAreT gefer v afea wr e
R Fehcll g, Afehet 30 T TE A N &1 Tl |

Woolly Mammoth and Genome Engineering

et dbarer 3 Shetier Sohferarfiar

Colossal scientists have extracted DNA fragments of the woolly mammoth and
reconstructed its genome using modern elephants for comparison.

IS o AT o Goll HAY o STAT & AT T [ehroreny W1 Shiarer gaferfaa foram
& 3R gweRY Jofelr 3Tl griAt A A B

Specific genes were edited to recreate mammoth-like traits, with the goal of creating a
hybrid embryo inside an elephant’s womb.

fey ST T FaTferer X AATY SR FaT0T 3ot fopu 1T §, Faw v HaRT 40T T gTel
T 7 Fapfad fohar o1 Tk
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Dire Wolf Experiment and Criticism

ST o TANT 3 Areitear

e Scientists have experimented with dire wolves, extinct relatives of gray wolves, and
have birthed three snow-white wolves.

daTfeiept o 3 gow & fareea RedaR SR 3o WX yaieT & oty g a3t &1 S s
gl

e This claim has not undergone rigorous peer review and is seen skeptically by many in
the scientific community.

Ig ST 3 Teh F3t AT FHIT & 781 o 8, 3N deTieh FHATT H S8 Heg A Tl
¥ QT ST TR

e Only 20 genes were edited, and critics argue that the result is just a "strange-looking
gray wolf", not a true resurrection.

Fad 20 AT ot gurfea forar =, 3R 3Telen! &1 Sgar § foh I8 Fad T " Iehe feas
qTelT & Fob §, o T Fondlr Tareqeat Toifar 1 e Yetoie A |

Ethical and Practical Concerns

Afas 3R saraeRe Ramw

o Despite the achievement, it shows the precision of modern genome editing
techniques.

3T & STAS[G, T8 3MEYfeish ST WG dhaiihi T FelhdT I AT ¢

e Example: He Jiankui, a Chinese scientist, faced global criticism for gene-editing
human babies, which remains controversial.

3eTeXoT: € foramasss, veh el denieieh o Avera Ryepat & Ser-wreer foma, St 3 ot
faarereae &1

Conservation Versus De-extinction

H&TOT o113 A & qerofiaer

e Though Colossal claims to revive extinct species for conservation, these efforts lack
credibility.
37T €Y PIcliFTel FYETT & AT TR FA[edt Yol Y At il T eral il &, offehet I

ware fregwea 78t

e Thousands of existing species are facing extinction due to habitat loss and human
encroachment.
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e Investing millions of dollars in such speculative projects with results expected only
after centuries, diverts resources from urgent conservation needs.

g IRAYSTA131T 9T FAET STeR @ T, foretes gRone wfeat arg 3mee, adaTeT $r depre
TATOT STl & HHTEAT Y TEHT ST &

e The scientific community must establish strict guidelines for using gene-editing
beyond the realm of healthcare.

ST WHETT T FAREET & TATET 811 A Sie- WG & 39T & v &3 Ranfadar au
L AR
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The Beijing India Report as milestone and opportunity

S Pa er 1I: Socie
“ t breaks my heart to see girls
dropping out of school due to climate
l change and migration,” says a didi
from Dhanelikanhar village in

Kanker, Chhattisgarh. “This generation was
supposed to do better.” It has been 30 years since
the adoption of the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action, a landmark international
agenda outlining an action plan for gender
equality across 12 dimensions such as education,
health, economics and politics. It has helped
India focus attention on gender perspectives in
policies, pass the Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act and the Sexual
Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal) or POSH Act, and
push for the economic empowerment of women.
Yet, the implementation of these laws often falls
short, resulting in a gap between fundamental
rights and women’s lived experiences.

An important integration

Gender inequality and the climate crisis are one
of the greatest challenges of today, which the
quote above highlights. It also shows the need to
integrate ‘gender and climate’ especially for rural
communities. The inadequacy of a robust climate
lens in the Beijing India Report 2024 (India’s
Report on Beijing+30) is a significant opportunity
— integrating gender and climate considerations is
not just an imperative for achieving gender
equality but is also essential for India’s
sustainable and resilient future and human rights.

Existing inequalities, especially in India’s rural
areas, leave women and girls with less access to
resources and decision-making power. They are
often concentrated in the agrarian economy. The
link between climate change and issues among
women due to extreme heat exposure,
malnutrition caused by droughts, food insecurity,
and displacement leading to a higher rate of
hysterectomies, infertility and menstrual health
concerns is an area of concern. Heat stress and/or
extreme precipitation affect/s agriculture
productivity, human productivity and ecosystem
functionality, causing price fluctuations, loss in
income, distress migration, damaged
infrastructure and hampered services for women.
It results in nearly 33% losses in income,
especially from non-farm livelihood streams.

If we look at climate policies and finance, they
are primarily directed towards clean energy,
green transport and energy efficiency. According
to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, approximately 6% of climate
policies mention women, 1% mention people
living in poverty and 6% mention farmers. At the
household or family level, the increased burden
of unpaid care work (water collection, fuel
gathering) due to climate-related resource
scarcity affects women. The daily workload of
women in India exceeds eight hours, with a

v

lg-
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The report has
an inadequate
‘climate-gender’
connection,
which must be
rectified with
policy and
ground-level
changes

staggering 71% unpaid work hours, according to a
new report from Arsht-Rock. It warns that
without efforts to combat climate change, the
time women spend on unpaid tasks could reach
8.3 hours a day by 2050.

In India, over 50% of pregnant women are
anaemic, which is an underlying cause or
contributing factor to maternal deaths in India.
The lack of consistent access to food affects
women’s health, as those experiencing food
insecurity are 1.6 times more likely to suffer from
anaemia when compared to their food-secure
counterparts. In India, which has the highest rate
of intimate partner violence among the countries
in the study, there was a clear correlation
between temperature rise and abuse: for each
rise in degree Celsius, physical violence rose by
8% and sexual violence by 7.3%.

The role of women in adaptation

Women play a vital role in climate adaptation and
mitigation. Their traditional knowledge of
sustainable agriculture and natural resource
management is crucial in safeguarding the
ecosystem in rural areas. Rural indigenous
women are primarily responsible for preserving
traditional climate-resilient seeds suitable for
local climatic conditions. These need to be
harnessed in the local decision-making processes
and leadership in women-led climate initiatives.
Women are responsible for half of the world’s
food production and have organically adapted to
climate change by using sustainable agriculture.
There are many formal and informal women
collectives that have shared workloads, have
worked on increasing productivity, and are the
first responders in disasters and safeguarding the
local ecosystems. For women in urban areas,
waste management and pollution could be the
priorities, but for indigenous women, the three
‘M’s, i.e., Mahua (forest-based livelihoods), Mao
(safety and security due to conflicts over
resources) and Migration (distress migration and
the related challenges and support required),
could be priorities.

The Beijing India Report has an inadequate
climate-gender connection, which must be
rectified. It must include a robust climate lens
with a focus on having gender-responsive climate
action, developing indicators and data related to
the gendered impacts of climate change and also
building insights.

There needs to be a special focus on climate
budgeting, which generally results in two things —
greenwashing and using women as conduits to
redirect resources. Hence, it is necessary to
design and use gender-audited and
gender-responsive climate budgets. Women in
rural areas must have platforms to empower
them in climate decision-making. A need for
climate support hubs, especially for disaster
support, health and women’s safety services,

awareness of migration risks, and protection of
sexual and reproductive rights is strongly felt by
women.

Facilitating community climate consultations
that are inclusive of women, and promoting
women’s leadership in both green energy
initiatives and local political leadership on
climate action are crucial. By investing in
women’s education and capacity in climate
action and promoting women-led climate
initiatives, the consequences of gender invisibility
can be turned around. Human-animal conflict
also needs to be explored with a gender lens.
More aggressive data and research dedicated to
climate and gender is needed on the
gender-climate nexus in India. Closing the gender
gap in agricultural resources could significantly
increase food production, with potential gains of
20%-30% in farm yields and the capacity to feed
100 million to 150 million more people.

At the policy level, a gender responsive
National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC),
State Action Plan on Climate Change (SAPCC) and
a percolation to the grass-root level needs to be
ensured. A special focus on strengthening
disaster preparedness and response with a focus
on vulnerable women, leveraging public services,
addressing trafficking risks, and reaching out to
geriatric women are crucial. There need to be
immediate and aggressive policies on livelihood
diversification by promoting non-farm livelihoods
and skilling opportunities for women to adapt to
the impacts of climate change on agriculture.

Private sector participation is important
Green funds must focus on fostering women-led
and women-supportive innovations, having
technological interventions, and ensuring
women’s participation in a green economic
transition, by developing green businesses,
products and services. More funds must be
redirected to human capital at the forefront of
climate adaptation and mitigation space,
especially in climate-vulnerable areas, to build
resilience. The role of the private sector is
important as it will help in investing in
climate-related projects that specifically empower
women, promote gender-inclusive practices and
processes, and provide access to climate-resilient
technologies and services that benefit women
disproportionately affected by climate change
impacts.

There need to be co-operative partnerships
between government, civil society, research
institutions, the private sector, citizens and
international organisations. In all these the
emphasis must be on knowledge sharing, regular
communication, consultations, capacity
exchange, recognition of champions and best
practices, and collective advocacy to empower
women as leaders in building climate resilience
for a more just and sustainable future in India.

The Beijing India Report as Milestone and Opportunity

ST sRa R v #Ae #1 9e2] 3 saww

The report lacks a strong 'climate-gender' connection, which must be
corrected through policy and ground-level changes.

Raté & Srerarg-fofer darer Y Tosedr a¢d 8, 97 Afdera sik s T &
qeaTal & ATETH § FURT ST A1 Tl
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“It breaks my heart to see girls dropping out of school due to climate change and
migration,” says a woman from Dhanelikanhar village, Kanker, Chhattisgarh.

“Srerary IREe 3R TR & HROT TSTRET Sl Thol BISd SWT féel Als ST §,” T Shgell
& S F FIHT [Tl F UellhegR NG HT T ST
The quote reflects the need to integrate gender and climate, especially in rural areas.

Ig YT TaAY &0  ArHAI0T 873 7 FAr 3 STeraryg Y wehrgre et T ITaRTehall Sl GATar
gl

30 Years of the Beijing Declaration
AifSier gy & 30 a¥

The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, adopted 30 years ago, was a
historic international agenda for gender equality across 12 dimensions, including
education, health, economics, and politics.

30 AT Ugat 9=TE 1S S vrwom it w1 A, e, Tareey, srdegaear ik
Terefa afgd 12 &faY & ot gamear & v v efaei@es 3rawrsd uaisr |

It helped India focus on gender perspectives in policies, and led to laws like the
Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act and the POSH Act.

ST R T sAiferat & frr aRYeT R e1eT Hfod e 7 Agg A, 3R e Far &
wfgasit $r e srfafas qur POSH fafaas 314 g am|

However, there remains a gap between law and lived experiences due to poor
implementation.

glelieh, FAAR FFATeaeT & HROT FTefet AR IEafaF shaer regrat & e 31 off e
AT g3 &

Gender and Climate Crisis: A Dual Challenge

o 3R TAarg Hhe: T e He

Gender inequality and climate change are two of the biggest challenges of our time.
Affr sraaTar AR STerary aRET gAR FHY 1 2T Fad T3 gt 8 |

In rural India, women have less access to resources and decision-making power,
despite their concentration in the agrarian economy.

arHoT TR H AfgTT FaTe=T 3% foty-faator i afFa @ 9fa 8, S 3 F smeRa
IrefeaedT H vAHE iR T 8
Women face extreme heat, drought-related malnutrition, food insecurity,

displacement, and resulting health issues such as hysterectomies, infertility, and
menstrual concerns.

ATGATT e arell, F@T ST FAYOT, Wi IGa, FAwaraeT, 3R $Hb HROT 3cdeat
T FATA3T S 6 ToiTery gera, arerae, 3R A1 ef gaeft gRTanst 1 qrear
AT

Economic Impacts and Livelihood Concerns

3 yarma 3 amshifasr i [Rar
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o Heat stress and extreme precipitation damage agriculture productivity,
ecosystems, and infrastructure, leading to price fluctuations, loss of income, and
distress migration.

it 1 Forg 3R I fF Tt FR seureEHar, MRPufad o ik gfAard e #r e
Tgad &, TS el # TR, 3 # fRrae 3R fager v giar g

e Nearly 33% of income is lost, especially from non-farm livelihoods.
TSI 33% T T ThA BIcll ¢, 1A &7 & IR-HT arshifasr 4|

. Skewed Climate Policies and Financial Gaps

o Current climate policies and finance focus mainly on clean energy, green transport,
and energy efficiency, and neglect gender equity.

T Srerarg et 3R R faer g 0 @ waee s, gha aRage, ik s
S&TAT IX higd &, STdfeh olfore FHTAAT 1 3¢ g 81

e According to the Food and Agriculture Organization, only 6% of climate policies
mention women, 1% mention the poor, and 6% mention farmers.

e AR F IS & 3TAR, hael 6% Ferarg Afaat & Afgeanat, 1% F 8=, 317 6%
# fFamEl T 3co@ ¢
« Increased Unpaid Work and Time Burden on Women

nf?maﬁwmgarraﬁaﬁa:maﬁtmmam

o Due toresource scarcity from climate change, women spend more time on unpaid
care work like water collection and fuel gathering.

Srerarg IRAce & HATEAT T FHY & HRUT ARFATT el T8 3R Ut T ¢t o1
dafas SEHTe FRIT 7 31 THY sFdT Hd &

e According to Arsht-Rock Report, women in India spend over 8 hours daily on work,
with 71% of it unpaid.

Arsht-Rock RUIE & 38R, R # ARGATT TidfeaT 8 g @ 3 %o el ¢, 'oad &
71% aafas grar gl

e By 2050, if climate change continues unchecked, unpaid work hours may rise to 8.3
hours/day.

I 2050 TTeh STelary URaclel o fordTId el fohar 1, o srdafas F1 §oa doax 8.3
e yfafest g aar g
« Maternal Health and Nutrition Concerns

] FarEed 3R ot gl fRrame

e InIndia, over 50% of pregnant women are anaemic, contributing to maternal deaths.
R & 50% & Tt motaelt Afene valifde & S A1 Heg &1 3@ HROTE |

e Women facing food insecurity are 1.6 times more likely to be anaemic.

WG HYIRTT U S[31 Y ATt 7 e & H1aer 1.6 [+ 31 gich g
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Gender Violence and Rising Temperatures

dfare f&ar it Ted araHTe *1 HeY
e India has the highest rate of intimate partner violence among the studied countries.
eI fhT aTw gt & 9RT & gaifre 3rader @l AT as 15 81

e Al°Cincrease in temperature is linked to an 8% rise in physical violence and 7.3%
rise in sexual violence.

a7 1 Sl afewaaa Fr gaftr & 8% amiRe fFam 31 7.3% It Rar A gefarae o
gl

. Way Forward: Gender-Climate Integration Needed
T3 T TEAT: HTaRTF g FoT-Srerarg vhrahor

e The Beijing+30 Report 2024 should integrate gender and climate for a sustainable,
resilient, and equitable future.

afifSier+30 Rale 2024 1 A 3 STerarg T3t Y Thiehd AT TV AR T,
refier, 3R |t sfasT gAfad g ae|

e This integration is critical for achieving gender equality and protecting human rights
in the face of climate change.

Ig THIHIUT o FATET Ured aday 31 AT IRSRT Y &1 & v 393+ ¢,
AT SToraryg aRaci & Hest |

The Role of Women in Adaptation

3eTherer & Afgent A sfAw

Women’s Traditional Knowledge and Leadership

w3t &1 aRufte e 3R Aqea

e Women play a vital role in climate adaptation and mitigation due to their traditional
knowledge in sustainable agriculture and natural resource management.

STordry Aegere AR wAHTOT & ATGTT Fgeaqur HfAST el & arifeh Soveh Ire waad
F¥ 3R wFfasw guTeEt & yaus S IRaRE A g ¢

e Rural indigenous women are primarily responsible for preserving traditional climate-
resilient seeds suited to local climatic conditions.

arfor anfeardt ARETT HeT &9 & T Srerarg TR & 3w Sreary wiysy
IRURS St & EIET0T & folw ITReRT gl 21

e This knowledge needs to be integrated into local decision-making and women-led
climate initiatives.

58 Tl I TATA foyotg-fasior 3ik afgar-aqea arar Srerarg g2mai 7§ enfaer o sirer
Uyl
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Women’s Contribution to Food Production and Disaster Response

W 1eT 3cutes 3 raer vfafwar 7 afgansit 1 dereer

e Women contribute to half of the world’s food production and have organically
adapted to climate change through sustainable agriculture.

ATGATT AT & Fol FIGT FcUTeeT HT YT AT St 8§ AR 3eglel el I & AeIH @
T & & STeldg TRdciel o 3eJeholel Sl =TT &

e Many formal and informal women collectives have improved productivity, shared
workloads, and have acted as first responders in disasters and in safeguarding
ecosystems.

F5 itoraie 3R staaRe Afgen @ogt « cuewar ao1$ &, FREER FEn R d, 3R
HTYETHT H T TR ik feufas a $r a1 7 yyw gfafrar g arelt s 81

Differing Priorities of Urban and Indigenous Women

reY 3 anfeardY Afgam3n F wrafAwaEt & 9w

e In urban areas, women prioritize waste management and pollution, while for
indigenous women, the focus is on the three M’s: Mahua (forest livelihoods), Mao
(safety/security from conflicts), and Migration (distress-related challenges).

QT a1AT 3 AT FerT yeEre R STgwor FH IrAfAST & €, Stafe anfard Afgent &
forT grarfAaTT gYch 8 et M: Fga (37 3meTRa Teiifaehn), ATHTETEY Te (GRATIHRET),
3R varw (faufa & 53 7ee) |

Need to Strengthen Gender-Climate Connection in Policy
Afert 7 fofaT-Srararg Faer Y AT FTe Y ATTHAT

e The Beijing India Report lacks a strong climate-gender connection and must include
gender-responsive climate action, indicators, and gendered impact data.

afifSier 313 Rale 7 Srerarg-fofer waer H wot § 31K 369 foer-wagerefier srerarg wiats,
Hehde 31X foer 3menRa wamat & s Ao gl anfguwl

Climate Budgeting and Women's Role

Srerary et 3T Afgansi Hir syfarar
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e Climate budgeting often results in greenwashing and using women as conduits for
resource redirection. Hence, gender-audited and gender-responsive climate budgets
are necessary.

SToaTy Soie 3T R eamers) 3R Afganst Ft GuTea) F §Earaior & ATAH & &I H
3YANET H¥et 1 AR o STl § | gafere, foer-aramadifare 3k fofar-wagerefier stoary seie
3TIITF & |

Empowering Women in Decision-Making

Aot dar # AT Y AT AT

e Rural women need platforms for participation in climate decision-making.
10T AT BT Srerarg fvotr-fastor 7 smefierdy & forw et i smaegshdr g

e There is a strong need for climate support hubs focusing on disaster support, health,
women’s safety, migration risks, and sexual and reproductive rights.

TeT FAYG, TARLY, AfgelT GIaT, Jard Faeht sf@# 31K et var goietet Rl )
EATeT ehigiel el dlel STrdTy HETIAAT Fal ehT TE HTaLTehell o

Promoting Women’s Leadership and Education

AT Aqea 3R A& Y Fgrar &an

o Facilitate community climate consultations inclusive of women and promote
women’s leadership in green energy and local climate politics.

ARIETAF STerary farar-fawet & afgensit & sraferd giafeaa & 3k gl st qur
TITAT Fearg Tl H AT sAqed T Sgrar ¢ |

e Investin women’s education, capacity building, and promote women-led climate
initiatives to address gender invisibility.

wfgenait 1 Rram, arorar AT A Taer H¥ 3N ARET-AqcT aTe STearg Il H derar S
drfeh foiaT 3reeaar &l gy fonam o1 wh|

Gender Lens on Human-Animal Conflict and Research
ATT9-9 Ho¥ X Jreqeenet 7 forer efeator

e Human-animal conflict should be addressed through a gender lens and more data and
research should be dedicated to the gender-climate nexus.

ATeTq-a] Herd ot Foar TfEHI0T & @ S =fgw 3N fAer-Srerary waer o¥ 31iereh st
3R T T TR B |
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Agricultural Gender Gap and Food Security
FIY F fo¥ar 3w 3R @reT gan

e Closing the gender gap in agricultural resources could raise farm yields by 20%-30%
and enable feeding 100-150 million more people.

I FaTHET # AT AT I FATTT HA @ 20%-30% oo BelY Y 39T ¢ Hehll & 3R 10
¥ 15 A3 AfARTFT A9 AT ATl 3T FIAT ST ThdT & |

Policy Reforms and Grassroot Inclusion

AT GuR 3R STl gaATaereT

+ National and State Action Plans on Climate Change (NAPCC, SAPCC) must be gender-
responsive and implemented at the grassroot level.

T AR Uo7 Ferarg aRader #14 AS=e (NAPCC, SAPCC) 1 fofar-wagerafier sweran
ST AT AR FTHYAY T o o] feham e =gl

Focus on Disaster Preparedness and Livelihood Diversification

39T Y 3R 3T Rfgeietor v e

e Focus on disaster preparedness for vulnerable women, public service access,
addressing trafficking risks, and support for geriatric women.

mtﬂ‘%msﬁé:ﬁvmm,aﬁaﬁmamﬁwqgﬂ,mm?maﬁ
TR T, 3N ot A3 & Tov FFLeT 9X &are e =g v

e Promote non-farm livelihoods and provide skilling opportunities to help women
adapt to agricultural impacts of climate change.

Afge3it =l srerary IREder & FT wemat & 3efonet Tl & fov A-FR rshifawrai w1
gerar fear S InfeT 3R Flere Qe & 3aw’ vere fav Je anfgu|

Private Sector Participation is Important

farsit & Y srefierdy Ageayyt &

e Green funds must focus on fostering women-led and women-supportive innovations,
ensuring technological interventions, and promoting women’s participation in a
green economic transition through the development of green businesses, products,
and services.

T %3 I AfFET-Aefed arelt HX AfFAT3T FT FFST FIA aTel TAERY T F@rar &,
ATl gEART A TRerd et AN gRer e wgraror 7 AfFen3i & smefierdy =1 sgrar &
T &7eT &7 AT T, fad &7 & g sgaamal, 3curel 3k darat & Qs & Aregsw 4|
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e More funds must be redirected to human capital at the forefront of climate adaptation
and mitigation, especially in climate-vulnerable areas, to build resilience.

3118k s T FTdTg Helehelel X AT o & A 30N ATeTT Yit b1 I GATAE RIS Fovam
ST AR T, faY €0 & STerary-Hagereiter 841 # erdierdet (resilience) sl & fov|
e The role of the private sector is important as it can help in investing in climate-related

projects that empower women, promote gender-inclusive practices, and provide
access to climate-resilient technologies and services.

forslY & b1 8{fAerT Hecaqu ¢ Fifer Ig Srararg-wath aRATsrenait # faer T geher § S
ATGAT3T T HerFcT TaATcl 8, v waTaredt gt o1 Sgrar el §, 3R Srerarg-erielr
ettt 3t Aarsit ek Al A o G Fee ¥

e These efforts are particularly essential for women disproportionately affected by
climate change impacts.

T g fARIY &9 & 37 Afenat & forw Ageaqet § St Srerary aRader F yemat § srwame
T O gerTfaa el &
e Need for Collaborative Partnerships

Fgarit FEigrY $r AraeTEdr

e There is a need for co-operative partnerships between the government, civil society,
research institutions, private sector, citizens, and international organisations.

WP, ATTRS AT, 2Aver TEATAT, A a3, ATl 3R FaRrsdT st & &g
HeaRiY ArEteTiRat $r 3TaIsdar gl

e The emphasis must be on knowledge sharing, regular communication,
consultations, capacity exchange, and recognition of champions and best
practices.

SHH SR AT T A, RAfAT Tare, qael, AT & HereT-ver, 3R s g
T 3G Y IgHTT W Glell ATy |

e Collective advocacy must be promoted to empower women as leaders in building
climate resilience for a just and sustainable future in India.

HRA A FATrEea 3R waa @Sy & fov Seary adarye Ao 7 afgenst & qar
Y H HAFA el o ToIT WIHATEH TahTerdd T SoraT 16T ST a1igl|
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India’s Industrial output growth slows to a
six-month low of 2.9% in February: Ministry

[GS Paper III: Industries|

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

The Index of Industrial
Production (ITP) grew at its
slowest rate in six months,
clocking a pace of 2.9% in
February, dragged down
by decelerating growth
across all sectors, accord-
ing to data from the Minis-
try of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation.
The IIP’s growth rate came
in much lower than the 4%
estimated by Reuters.

“A combination of high
base effects along with a
slowing growth in mining
and manufacturing sectors
led to the growth falling in
February 2025,” said Paras
Jasrai, associate director at

India’s Industrial Output Growth Slows to a Six-Month Low of

India Ratings and
Research.

Mining sector growth
slowed to 1.6% in February,
as against 8.1% in the same
month of the previous
year. Manufacturing sector
grew at a pace of 2.9%, as
against 4.9% in the year
ago period. Electricity pro-
duction dipped to 3.6%
this February, from 7.6% a
year ago.

Capital goods output

As per use-based classifica-
tion, capital goods output
grew the fastest at 8.2% in
February.

This was against the
1.7% in the corresponding
period last year. All other
goods categories registered

Slackening growth

India’s industrial production growth decelerated to a six-month low

of 2.9 per cent in February 2025
8

s o HEM

(Figures in %)

The chart shows
India’s rate of
production growth
as per the IIP from
March 2024 to
February 2025

SOURCE: MINISTRY

OF STATISTICS

AND PROGRAMME

0
March 2024 Sept. 2024

a slower output growth in
February 2025, compared
to the same month last
year. Intermediate goods
output grew the slowest at
1.5% and consumer non-
durables continued to de-
cline, albeit at a slower

2.9% in February: Ministry
AR FY AT FeuTeet Iefr Headl # o7 7 & fwa T
2.9% 9T qgHY: HaATerT

Feb.2025 IMPLEMENTATION

pace, with output declin-
ing 2.1%, a slower slip in
comparison to 3.2% in the
year ago period.

‘Muted nature’
“Worryingly, the output
growth of all the sub-sec-

tors at the use-based level
declined in February 2025
compared to the previous
month, after a gap of five
months. This indicates the
muted and volatile nature
of  industrial  output
growth,” Mr. Jasrai said.

“Deceleration in [P
growth in February was
driven by manufacturing,
while higher power de-
mand cushioned the slow-
down to an extent. Capital
and infrastructure goods
output growth remains ele-
vated. IP growth in March
likely accelerated, support-
ed by inventory build-up
ahead of the U.S. tariff an-
nouncements,” said Aastha
Gudwani, India Chief Eco-
nomist at Barclays.

The Index of Industrial Production (lIP) grew at its slowest rate in six
months, reaching 2.9% in February 2025, due to slowing growth
across all sectors, as per data from the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation.

3t 3curee Wawi® (I1P) Fr gEftr aT wIadt 2025 # 2.9% W@, 5t
oo o7 #diaT #r ga@ el a1 7, FifF it &= 7 g ofoh 1, 3%
3eT AT 3R FTEFA Fraeads AT garT I B o)
e The growth rate was significantly lower than the 4% estimate projected by Reuters.
Ig et & UICH GART AT 4% § FTHY H |
e Paras Jasrai, Associate Director at India Ratings and Research, stated that a

combination of high base effects and slowing growth in mining and manufacturing
led to the dip.
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3f3ar Iew vz R & TaIfATe sRREe R S o Fgl foh 3T YR 93119 31K
et 3R Rfa#Avor &t 7 et ggftr & T & 7 ffRrae S|

Sector-wise Performance

S ECIR D)

e The mining sector growth dropped to 1.6% in February 2025, compared to 8.1% in the
same month last year.

GeToT 817 T JE T BIad 2025 H T 1.6% g 915, Siafeh eer |rer 36 #7ga 7 I8
8.1% AT|

e The manufacturing sector grew at 2.9%, compared to 4.9% in February 2024.
fafasTor &7 3 95 2.9% W, STafh HIaY 2024 F TE 4.9% AN

e Electricity production also declined to 3.6% this February from 7.6% a year ago.
frsTell 3cuTest 8 37 WAl H 3.6% T&T, S Toh Teh HIel gl 7.6% 2T

Capital Goods Output and Other Categories
gellerer a3t 1 3curea 3R s Aforat

e As per use-based classification, capital goods output recorded the highest growth
of 8.2% in February 2025, compared to 1.7% in the same month last year.

SUANT- TR FHTOT o ITAR, G TG FT Serea Hay 2025 # 8.2% HT qad
W@%m&aﬁgm,aaﬁsﬁﬁmwwﬁﬁa—g 1.7% 2T

e Intermediate goods output grew the slowest at 1.5%.
Fegadt arq3t H Scuree # FaW el gef 1.5% W

e Consumer non-durables output declined by 2.1%, which was a smaller fall compared
to 3.2% in February 2024.

Fustierar IR-Furh aq3t 1 IeareT 2.1% ©er, St i wady 2024 &1 3.2% H fTRrae @
T HH G

Muted Nature of Industrial Growth

AT gaftr f #g ygfa

e Mr. Jasrai highlighted that the output growth of all sub-sectors at the use-based level
declined in February 2025 compared to the previous month, breaking a five-month
trend of expansion.

AT ST A I 3 3T sramia weft 37-aE1 7 3eareet gefr weadt 2025 7 R
#7RA FY Joro1 7 T 713, ITEd R g AT it ggfar Hir ygfr ce 75
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o He added this reflects the muted and volatile nature of industrial output growth.

3giel FeT o I 3ieaifre seurest gefer i #dr 3t 3R vepfa w1 gefar €

Sectoral Insights and Future Outlook

&N faeehwor ity sfasT & gamaa

e Aastha Gudwani, India Chief Economist at Barclays, stated that the slowdown was
primarily due to the manufacturing sector, but higher power demand helped cushion
the impact.

Aol T HRA JHW IR ATEYT AT = gl Toh Tg A HEga: fAfastor a7 &
HROT AT, clfchat farsrell it stflres AT 2 gk Terra 1 $o w1 |

e She also noted that capital and infrastructure goods output remained strong, and
that March’s IIP growth likely improved due to inventory build-up ahead of the U.S.
tariff announcements.

3giel I8 o Seord fonam o qeitara 3R srawaeT a3t &1 Scures A9y T, 3R
IARFT TRE Byon3it & TEel HSROT Fga o HROT AT 7 1P Efr & FUR H GHa=1 &

6.84 lakh families under lens in Haryana for giving ‘false’ info to avail of BPL, AAY benefits

RAM

Amid a surge in the num-
ber of Below Poverty Line
(BPL) and Antyodaya Anna
Yojana (AAY) card holders
in Haryana over the past
three years, 6.84 lakh fami-
lies have come under the
scanner of the State go-
vernment for allegedly
providing false income de-
tails in the Parivar Pehchan
Patra (PPP) to illegally ob-
tain benefits meant for the
poor. The PPP, introduced
in 2019, is a unique family
1D system designed to facil-
itate  “paperless” and
“faceless” delivery of go-
vernment schemes, servic-
es, and benefits.

The government identi-
fied these families using a

special software, inputs
from the Crime Investiga-
tion Department, and data
from fair price shops, a
source in the State govern-
ment said. Sirsa and Hisar
districts have the highest
number of such families.

Earlier this month, the
government had sent stern
text messages to these fa-
milies, warning them to vo-
luntarily correct their in-
come details in the PPP by
April 20 or face conse-
quences. “Wrong income

details or artificial division
of family in Parivar Peh-
chan Patra has come to the
notice of the State govern-
ment during the Assembly
session. Please enter the
correct information by
April 20, otherwise legal
action can be initiated, in-

cluding recovery of im-
proper benefits. The PPP is
the basis of trust, keep it
strong with honesty: Ha-
ryana Parivar Pehchan Pa-
tra Authority,” read the
message sent on April 3.

‘Another chance’
According to Satish Khola,
State coordinator of the
Haryana PPP Authority,
the government is giving
families that provided in-
correct income details or
created multiple family IDs
at the same address, either
on purpose or by mistake,
a chance to rectify their in-
formation in the PPP to
avold legal action.

ief Minister Nayab
Saini aims to make PPP an
impeccable and accurate
document with the sup-

port of citizens and this is a
step to achieve it amicably.
These people have the op-
portunity to correct their
income details and merge
the multiple family IDs.
‘They can easily doit by log-
ging into the authority’s
website, else the govern-

Iz of Apri 2025)
= Total BPL cards

= Total AAY cards

eneficiaries
1

= People registered
on PPP portal

ment will take appropriate
action,” said Mr. Khola.
Haryana has 76,81,652
PPPs covering 2,93,12,014
members, as of April this
year, while 51,96,380 fami-
lies hold BPL and AAY ra-
tion cards. This suggests
that 67.64% of households

Families given
time till April 20
to correct their
details and avoid
legal consequences

in the State live below the
poverty line, contradicting
Haryana's status as one of
India’s most prosperous
States with a per capita in-
come of 3,25,

sembly during the Budget
Session. Speaking to The
Hindu, he accused the BJP
government of issuing a
large number of BPL and
AAY ration cards without
proper verification in the
run-up to the Assembly

poll last year for political
gain. He claimed that the
government relied on self-
verification of income by
PPP holders to issue ration
cards, bypassing the man-
datory physical verifica
tion stated in the PPP Act.

ued bet-
ween April 2022 and Sep-
tember 2024, increasing
the number of beneficiary
families from 8,82,417 to

BPL cards were i

10. During this pe-

e al
ing the total number of be:
neficiaries to 2,92,845.

Possible reasons

Mr. Khola said the seem-
ingly disproportionate
number of BPL families
could be partially attribut-

ed to the Haryana govern-
ment increasing the maxi-
mum income limit for BPL
families from 21.20 lakh to
.80 lakh in December
2022, and the issuance of
PPPs to migrant families
under the ‘One nation, one
ration card’ scheme.

“After the introduction
of PPP, we removed 9.6
lakh ineligible families
from the PDS system, but
added 16 lakh new BPL fa-
milies with an increase in
the income limit. Around 5
lakh migrant families were
also issued PPPs,” he said.

Mr. Khola said the in-
come details furnished in
the PPPs were self-verified
and cross-checked by local
and sector committees,
but “discrepancies cannot
be completely ruled out”.

6.84 Lakh Families Under Lens in Haryana for Giving ‘False’
Info to Avail of BPL, AAY Benefits

didiuer, Tuars amT e & faT 'Fdr ISR & 9% §RATom 7 6.84
g IRaR ST F WA
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Over the past three years, the number of BPL (Below Poverty Line)
and AAY (Antyodaya Anna Yojana) card holders in Haryana has
surged significantly.

oo e aut & gimon & didiee (o W@r & #9) 31t vears @Greaey
3T AISTlT) FIEURHT HI TCAT A A Jefer g8 ¢

e Around 6.84 lakh families are under investigation for allegedly providing false income
details in the Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP) to obtain benefits meant for the poor.

STITHIT 6.84 a1 IRART WX 3R g Th 3ol IRAR ggaTe 97 (PPP) H Irdd 31T {Aawor
ghT IS & forw fFeTRa oy urea o

e The PPP, launched in 2019, is a unique family ID system meant to enable paperless
and faceless delivery of government services and schemes.

2019 # & AT 3T PPP Teh AT GIRETR Gglet YOTlell § St TRhRT Jarait ik
T3t & fT 1Tt 3R feT Fod Beladt giafRad swar g

Identification of Suspect Families
Tfewer aiary $r ygarT

e These families were flagged using special software, inputs from the Crime
Investigation Department, and data from fair price shops.

ST IRERT T T eIy AIFedw’, o S RS T Sarrry AN Tt a¥ $ gl
& ST & ATEH U &I TS

e Sirsa and Hisar districts have the highest number of such families.

e 31t RER fSet & 0 e 310 afar g are §)

Government’s Warning and Deadline

WHR FT AarasT 3 FAgdAT

e In April 2025, the government sent stern text messages to these families, asking them
to correct their income details in the PPP by April 20 or face legal action.

3rder 2025 H THR o 57 TRART FI HIT AdTa=T 3 @A AT R 20 384 T PPP &
3Tt 3T Y ATARRY GURA T Hgl, IUT FTefel HIETS T A=A &T|

e The message also warned against artificial family division and emphasized that PPP
is the basis of trust.

e # FAA w7 § aRart Fr fsnfora F@ o1 o Udrasit & 715 3R @gr I i PPP
frearq #1 3MUR &
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Government’s Clarification and Second Chance

HIHR T TS IR g At

e Satish Khola, State Coordinator of the Haryana PPP Authority, said families that gave
wrong income data or created multiple family IDs will get a chance to rectify the
errors.

RO PPP WfAIor & ToT AT Feller WA o1 el [ [Seglel rera 3 faavor
fear a1 %€ aRER 3mEE 91T, 3¢ Trerclt GURA 1 AT Al

e Chief Minister Nayab Saini wants to make the PPP an accurate and error-free
document with citizen support.

FEg#FH Are At =g § 6 PPP & a8 3R JReIRa exarast samn s, fSasd
ATITRT T FEAWT &

e Families can update their info by logging into the official website; otherwise, the
government will take appropriate action.

IRER 3791 TR PR FTHTSE H SATT 37 FIdh IS FX ohd &, A8l al AR
3R FREE HTT

Current PPP and Ration Card Data
gaATeT PPP 3R T1ereT 13 313

o As of April 2025, 76,81,652 PPPs cover 2,93,12,014 members in Haryana.
3rser 2025 aeh RO & 76,81,652 PPP & 37d3Td 2,93,12,014 W& AT AT & |

e 51,96,380 families have BPL and AAY ration cards, implying 67.64% households live
below the poverty line.

51,96,380 IRERY & g didiee X veard e w12 §, 5ad gar gerar § % 67.64% W
et Y@ F A ST S w2

e This contradicts Haryana’'s image as one of India’s most prosperous states, with a per
capita income of ¥3,25,759.

IE 37hST & RATOT I HRA F TIH THEY TA1 H ¥ UF glol T ST § Al 761 @i, e
$r ufa =afFa 3ma 3,25,759 &1

Political Accusations

s 1ifas IR

e Congress MLA Bharat Bhushan Batra raised this issue in the Assembly, accusing the
BJP government of issuing excessive BPL and AAY cards before elections for
political gains.
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I fAUTIF R 0T 741 & fermarqsim & Jg Heer 3o/ 3K IR oy & dad
TIHR o ToATd § Tg el ATeiifaan ofter & fov sreaftrs didiee si vears 13 s fFw

e He said the cards were issued based on self-verification without mandatory physical
checks, violating the PPP Act.

3-giet gl foh TS FF-9f% & ITUR W AT 710, Stefeh Jrfavard sitfas wearaer w7t fora
I, S 3 PPP 31fafaas &1 3eoiga &1

BPL and AAY Expansion Figures
didieer 3t veard fAvar & 33

e From April 2022 to September 2024, 37,62,893 BPL cards were issued, raising the
number of beneficiaries from 8,82,417 to 46,45,310 families.

IS 2022 A G 2024 & &1 37,62,893 ddiver F1E SR fH0 31T, T5gd el

gfYaRT I & 8,82,417 & FEHT 46,45,310 & 15|
o Additionally, 54,705 new AAY cards were issued, raising the total AAY beneficiaries to
2,92,845.

$8h 3elldT 54,705 AT UTETE H1S ST U 1T, Fraqa Fer At iy wear 2,92,845 &1
TS|

Possible Reasons Behind the Increase

gefor & waTfad HRoT

o Mr. Khola stated that the increase is partially due to the income limit for BPL families
being raised from ¥1.20 lakh to ¥1.80 lakh in December 2022.

A Tell 7 T foh T gafer 31ife & @ fRgaw 2022 # drdiver aRart #r sm dar

Z1.20 A9 § TeTT Z1.80 ATH el & HRUT &S|

P
e 5lakh migrant families were also issued PPPs under the One Nation, One Ration
Card scheme.

“FoT AT, ToT 2T HT1S’ AT & dgd 5 o JarET IRERY 1 8 PPP S fovw 71w

e Since the launch of PPP, 9.6 lakh ineligible families were removed from the Public
Distribution System (PDS), while 16 lakh new BPL families were added.

PPP & SI19] g1t & d1¢ 9.6 W& 39T IRART ! A {oid faaRor JorrelY (PDS) & germ
T, STafeh 16 A& AT frdfiwer gRER e 71v|

e He added that income data in PPPs is self-verified and cross-checked by local
committees, but discrepancies can still occur.

3egiel el foh PPP 3 &) 375 31 STeiehiT ¥9-f¥e gicl & 3R Tareltr wfffat ganr s
T AT B, oiferet araerfarat &t Fmaa 1 FHRT g S FehdT|
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Seven Keralites were among the 283 Indians
rescued recently from the custody of evber
fraudsters in M and brought back o
the country. Dinesh Kallungal,

M.P. Praveen and Sam Paul A, catch up
with the youths on their return to Kerala to
unravel the murky world of human
trafficking and cybercrime

LLUSTRATION:
SATHEESH VELUNEZH!

c

Address

IGS Paper lll: Cyber Security

neesh, 40, a resident of

Alappuzha district, under

went major surgery in August

2024 to treat three blockages in his co-

ronary arteries.

He came across a social media advertisement

in November secking call centre executives in

Bangkok, the capital of Thailand, with a monthly
;

Refusal of

1 was asked by company officials to sign an e
ployment contract on arrival. The weird
fn-the Iabour contract cemented ray suspicion

salary of 6,000 Chinese yuan (zround ¥72,000) |\ meant that [ was trapped there in the foreign soil. The
during the days of his financial crisis., hysical cmployer wanted me 1o sign an agreement that I “We weren't allowed 1o talk o coworkers, | Kerala needs a strong pre-departure
Ancesh, who was working as a restaurant | P will have to pay him $3,000 dollars (around 226 What trle we could share about our situation, we | migration orientation programme and it
manager then, wasted 1o time in applying, un- | U k) if 1 quit the job of my own volition during | did when we occasionally met along the aisles | should startin colleses. It would help
aware that it would land him in serious trouble, | €ven the contract period, Stranger was the second  leading to the toilets,” says Josep iscover Fradalont recrtkment
turning him into a victim of labour fraud and hy” | starvation.  clause, which stated lh:u T have to pay the com During a fortnight-long training, a colleague | "MCOVCT fraudulent recruirme
man trafficking. When pany $1,000 (around 287,000 in the event of the | who had come a week earfier broke the news thar | Practices. including fake offer leters.
He attended an online video interview con- | insistedon | i terminating my service. | decided against it wasa scam cenire where hundreds of people of | S IRUDAYA RNA
ducted by a woman and was declared selected. | guiiging | signing the o different nationalities remained trapped, w‘;:_‘;"‘“"“' e e
She sent him the visa and a free flight ticket. | (G (il “On completing training, | was given a wo-

Aneesh boarded a flight to Bangkok from Delhi
on the night of December 15, 2024 with hopes of
rebuilding his life. Everything seemed fine until
he landed at Suvarnabhumi Airport in Bangkok.
Outside the airport, a cab driver was waiting
for him with a placard with his name printed on

o options
w0 |K'

ry crackdown comes of help
h considers himself lucky to have escaped
what he calls a big trap. “The military launched a
crackdown on illegal activities at KK Park one
day following an alleged kidnapping case. I don't
know much about the details,” he says.

man’s [D. My job was to strike relationships with
US citizens above 45 years of age through social
networking sites and hand over the contacts to
another group which would start responding to
the messages,” he says.
Joseph tried to protest once about the working
I i

in the Kerala Police refuse to buy the
claims of the evacuees to be victims of overseas
recruitment scams at face value. The eva-
cuees could face legal charges if any complaints

it. There were not many conversations between $3.600 0r “The men in military Jitis only tobe i are lodged against them, say the police.

the passenger and the driver except the essential "i\.'c three Dam those who wanu a Chinese nauoml to be handed over to the That fear is real among the evacuees. *1 did

ones as the vehicle sped past urban areas and de- t( ol Myanmar Army. nothing wrong, but the fear stays with me. What
feronces

serted villages.

“After travelling for around five tedious hours,
he took me to a riverbank reportedly on the
Myanmar border. A motor boar was ready there
waiting for me. 1 was asked to board the vessel,
which sliced through the waves to take me to the
other side of the river,” recalls Aneesh.

KK Park hub of scamsters
At sunrise, Aneesh realised that he
had reached the KK Park building
complex located at Myawaddy
. Myanmar. The im:

Is located next to the Moel
river on the Myanmar-Thai-
land border. 1t's from this
building complex
that some alleged interna
tional online scamsters
are operating their cyber
factories to entrap unsus-
pecting victims.

Initially, Aneesh was as-
signed data entry work.
However, since his typing
speed was low, he was g
ven training to improve it.

1 realised something

was wrong within the first
few weeks of joining the firm.

=z

from my
contact list.

g(J with the military personnel” says Aneesh,

He and a few others from the State were
among the 283 Indian nationals who were thus
rescued and brought back in an Indian Air Force
aircraft to Delhi on March 10,

Indian: embassies in Myanmar and Thailand
coordinated with Jocal authorities to secure their
repatriation from Mae Sot in Thailand. The vic
tims were allegedly forced to wark in fraudulent
call centres engaged in cybercrime operating in
regions along the Myanmar Thailand border

Neison Joseph, a native of Kollam, and a Tamil
Nadu native, who reached Bangkok to join the

sort along the Thailand-Myanmar border on De-
cember 30, 2024. A ferry took them ta KK Park.

“The building illuminated with lights at night
was a prison for the workers once they entered
the compound. It was a self sustained townshi
complete with all basic services, including phar-
macy, hospitals, and banking facilities,” remem-
bers jaseph.

Before joining duty, Joseph was asked to sur-
render his mobile phone, passport, and other
personal be . Inan otherwise alien land
and surrounding J X
centre, alone gave him an air of familiarity.

Phones kept on ringing incessantly. Al the
staff mn:umd glued to their computers and
made phone calls to different numbers. The
room sounded like an international workspace
where peaple of different ethnicities and accents
spoke continuously over the phoses

Atmosphere of anxiety

Well-built security personnel with intimidating
looks and demeznour kept a close watch on
them. An atmosphere of anxiety permeated the
space. Though it left everyone uneasy, no one
complained as everyone was keen to survive, ig
noring the working conditions in the process.

“Refusal of work meant physical torture and
even starvation. When 1 insisted on quitting, 1
was given two options to be released: either
cough up a fine of §3,600 or give three references
from my contact list," says Joseph.

Many go despite awareness drives

“Long before the scam was widely reported we

have been running awareness campaigns, includ-

ing videos an social media, warning against fall-

lucrative IT jobs offered on trave visas or
specially in Southeast Asian dessin:

tions suct as Thailand, Myanimar, Laos, and Can

cuti
Officer of NoRKA-Roots, which (ooL the initiative
to bring the Keralites home from Delhi,

Arun, 34, and his brother Sujith, 40‘ from Er-
nakulam are relieved to return home from KK
Park. However, the fear of what lies ahead lingers
after unknowingly getting trapped in a scam
centre involved in investment fraud.

Sujith M., a 30-year-old from Kollam, remenn-
bers having a smooth passage across the border
to Myanmar without being stopped at any immi
gration checkpoints. However, he sensed danger
the mament he saw a machine gun-wielding boy
barely in his teens standing guard outside his
office.

He says he was held captive at KK Park for
three months, during when his mobile phone us-
age was rationed while VPN access was required
for Internet connectivity. Not only has he last his
job but his scheduled marriage is also now on the
verge of collaps

He says that a case involving a Chinese nation
al trapped at the scam centre led to the rescue of
people of all nationalities, including Indians.

if people see me as a scammer? I'm still trying to
process everything and figure out my next step,”
says Arun.

. Irudaya Rajan, Chair of the International In.
stitute of Migration and Development, describes
the recruitment by scamsters as the *selling of pe-
ople’ by a ‘labour mafia' interfinked by agents in
India and the destination countries in Southeast
ia. “Kerala needs a strong pre-departure migra-
tion orientation programme, and it should start
in colleges. It would help uncover fraudulent re-
cruitment practices, including fake offer letters,”
he suggests.

N

posing multi-storey enclave firms that recruited them for onlin ople continue (0 g0 o these d akishore Harikumar, i cybersecurity en-
that housed dozens of firms gether taken in a cab to a seeming] Ajith Kolassery, Chief Executive | trepreneur who is about to set up a scam intelli

gence rescarch team, says he came across around
4,000 Facebook advertisements for such over-
seas recruitments during May and June 2024,
when he was researching on the subject.

Motive behind recruiting Indians
“Indians are among their targets, and that's why
they recruit Indians from various regions, as inte:
racting in local languages creates more trust.
Southeast Asian countries are being chosen for
these kind of scams owing to their lax regulation
regime and scant cooperation with enforcement
agencies like the Interpol,” he

Meanwhile, Aneesh thanks his <l'|r< for decid-
ing against signing the contract while being alleg-
edly held hostage in Myanmar.

“Had I signed the contract and stayed there, |
would have been forced to commit cyber fraud. |
am happy (o be back with my wife and son,” he

ays.
Though saved from cyber fraudsters and hu
man traffickers, the uncertainties of life back

“On our return, we were d by va-
rious law enforcement agencies, which has be-
come an embarrassment o us after the months
Tong ordeal in a foreign land,” says Sujit

home s(.m- ax (hcsc )uumsms Forced to return
pLy and d, they live in the

constant fear of being held responsible for being

“inadvertently’ part of the cyber misdoin

ngs.
(all names charged)
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Caught in a Cyber Snare
ArseT ST & By

- Seven Keralites were among the 283 Indians recently rescued from
cyber fraudsters in Myanmar.

FAAR H FIgaR 3911 $T g F 1 &1 A TIIT AT 283 HRAM K {7
Herardt |

» They were brought back to India safely.
3o¢ GRI&TT T @ HRA AT9H 1T 17|

« Journalists Dinesh Kallungal, M.P. Praveen, and Sam Paul A. met the youths in Kerala to
uncover the story.

uFhR RAer Feeerer, T, wdior, 3R AT oier T 7 el H FaT3HT & TAelHT FHglell 1 3R
|

Aneesh’s Ordeal Begins

37ofier Y AAEY AT YA

* Aneesh (40) from Alappuzha district underwent heart surgery in August 2024 for three
coronary blockages.

3rareqET farer & 3refer (40 a¥) F 3T 2024 A et FRIG selider & AT FET T FaTS |

* In November, he found a social media ad offering call centre jobs in Bangkok with
¥72,000/month salary.

FAdaT H 3ogio) At & 72,000 Sfar ATE AdeT aTel il Ve Al 1 arerer ARAT fArg c@r|

+ At that time, he was working as a restaurant manager and applied immediately.
39 GHY dg Teh [l Yot A 31 3egia i et fonar|

* He gave an online video interview, conducted by a woman, and was selected.

3oiel Ueh Afgell ganT foram a1 Sifetermger $evey foam 3 =afaa &t arv)

» She sent him a visa and free flight ticket to Bangkok.

381 306 dtert A AT AT {FT Farse e Al

* On December 15, 2024, he flew from Delhi to Bangkok.
15 fHeT 2024 FY 3ol el F dFiw Fr 331 31d1|
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Strange Journey from Bangkok to Myanmar

dote T AR 6 31 IrET

+ At Suvarnabhumi Airport, a cab driver with a placard awaited him.

FAOTSA FaATS 3733 WX Ueh Kl FIFAT IoTehl AA-IT AHT TST 7|

* The driver took him on a 5-hour journey through urban and rural areas to a riverbank near
the Myanmar border.

IS 3og 5 T Y AT HIHT FATAR HAT & I oAdY d€ W of I3

* A motorboat was waiting; he was asked to cross the river.

IgT Teh AleTae IR 2T 31X 358 A IR e T gl 17|

KK Park — Hub of Scams
& 9T — HTeTell HT 33T

* He reached the KK Park building complex in Myawaddy Township, Myanmar by sunrise.

I8 GIST 39T+ ek FATATEN SBATAY, FATHAR & sk T 79 IRWT 9g < 17|

* Itis a multi-storey complex near the Moei River, allegedly used by cyber scamsters.

wag-ﬁﬁmmﬁéaﬁ%w%,aﬁaﬂamﬁmmmmﬁ%l

* Initially, Aneesh was assigned data entry work.

Q&3 # 3HeTTer hY STeT T 1w feam ara|

* Due to slow typing speed, he was given training.

fiFlY et Tz & FROT 3¢ ufaror =T I

» Within a few weeks, Aneesh felt that something was wrong.

Fo & gl 3 3eler Y o F5 ASAS B

* He was asked to sign a labour contract with strange clauses.

3TH Ueh 3TSil Al STET A e HTSeT HIdlel i gl I |

* One clause required $3,000 (Z2.6 lakh) payment if he quit voluntarily.
Teh 2Tl & JTTER 3R g8 FawaT @ Al 8134, o 3¢ $3,000 (32.6 A1) Iehlel Tsd|

* Another clause demanded $1,000 (%87,000) if the company terminated his service.
S AT AT o 3R et o [aT WATS T, AT 3¢ $1,000 (87,000) ST gramT|
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» Aneesh refused to sign, realizing he was trapped.
a?ﬁar?ru's’mﬁrgtr%agtiﬂrw%, I T FEATER FIA ¥ FAPR T 16T |

Military Crackdown Comes of Help

JT Y FRAS F Rl A

* Aneesh considers himself lucky to have escaped what he calls a big trap.

31T TG, T HTIARATS AT & foh I Teh 93 Il § 9 folehored H Hhel |

» He says the military launched a crackdown on illegal activities at KK Park following an
alleged kidnapping case.

q 9dTd ¢ o v HTAT 3798301 AT & T8 W1 A heh ITeh H 3rder fafAfEAl W FRars F

* The soldiers gave them two options — stay or leave. Aneesh immediately chose to leave.

Afeent o1 3¢ & Taehed T — Tohall AT ST | AT o il ST 7 foioTar feram|

» Aneesh and a few others were among 283 Indian nationals who were rescued and brought
back to Delhi on March 10 in an Indian Air Force aircraft.

31T AR S 3 9T 3eT 283 HRAT ATTRERT 7 A & fSiee 10 AT T HRAT A gAAT &
e @ el o arm

Coordination by Indian Embassies

HRCART geTaral 1 GHead

* Indian embassies in Myanmar and Thailand coordinated with local authorities to repatriate
them from Mae Sot.

FAR 3R el 7 AR gararat A Mae Sot & Ao & forw war=i Rt & ary
TH-aY R

* Victims were allegedly forced to work in fraudulent call centres involved in cybercrime on
the Myanmar-Thailand border.

RSAT BT HIAT FT T FAAR-ATEAS HAT I AT UM H o737 GTAT Hiel Fed 3 FHIH Pl
& faIT AeTeY fovar amm

Experience of Nelson Joseph

Ao JAAE HT HHT

* Nelson Joseph from Kollam and another man from Tamil Nadu were taken to a deserted

resort on the Thailand-Myanmar border on December 30, 2024, and then ferried to KK Park.
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PR & dede Sih 3N affeang & v sgfed o1 30 ey 2024 F1 yrsels-7AR AT &
Teh Gerare RATE & o ST a2 AR T s aréh agaran 12|

* The KK Park building was like a prison despite its appearance as a township with
pharmacy, hospitals, and banking.

FF qr Y FARC, Towe 7 wrfdY, sredarer iR T St gl @ g v st S o,
cfehat 31EeT H g8 Ueh de@rar |

» On arrival, Joseph was forced to surrender his phone, passport, and other personal items.

@w,mﬁm,mmmﬁmmmmm

» The workspace looked like a call centre, with phones ringing constantly and staff talking in
different languages and accents.

FIIET Ueh FieT Ve SIET AT, STeT o9TaR Blel sofd Jgd I 31N e 3rereT-3reer HTeT3t 3R
TR H 910 A I

Tense Work Environment

Aot T arraor

» Well-built security guards constantly watched over the workers, creating an atmosphere of
fear and anxiety.

FS G-FHIS! ATel AT FHAT FHAARAT T MR Ao 1@ &, fored 5T 3t 324 o7 Argher
ST JgdT AT|

* Talking to co-workers was prohibited, and workers only shared information when they met
near toilets.

HERHAT J AT AT HAT AT, 3R SATTRRT shaol eitETerAY & 91d fFerer ox € Jrsr &7 Sirdr 2|

* During a two-week training, Joseph learned it was a scam centre trapping people of
different nationalities.

&Y Foarg Y AT & SRIeT, SNAT Y IdT Tl 3 T T AT &1 g AT ST8T e 2t & et
T HhaTAT T AT|

* He was assigned the job of using a woman'’s identity to build relationships with US citizens
above the age of 45 via social media.

3og Ueh AfEeT Y g T 3T b 45 a8 § JfF 37 F 3ANS ARt T averer #Afzar oz
T FolTeT ST 3 Team o)

Attempts to Quit and Threats
T SIS 1 difrer 3 aATRAT
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* When Joseph tried to protest, his Chinese manager threatened to hand him over to the
Myanmar Army.

S AP o AT AT, ar 37 dNelY Yt & 3o FATAR JAT Y WGt T GHET 81|

* Refusing to work led to physical torture and starvation.
hIH el H SoAhR el T ARINF TATSAT 3T 3T TWT HATAT Selell TS AT

* To get released, Joseph was told to either pay a fine of $3,600 or provide three references
from his contact list.

S & RET et & foIw AT ar $3,600 T SHTAT 31 AT I A9 Gl & efteT Hesh &t 1 et
T

Awareness Drives Ignored

ST T RIS &Y A El

« Ajith Kolassery, CEO of NORKA-Roots, said awareness videos were circulated warning
against IT jobs on travel or visit visas to Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, and Cambodia.

ART-FH & TSI ITSiIT FIFAN 7 I foF Yidels, FAAR, 3T 3R FAEAT S Soaf 7 daer
1 fafere et W 3MSEr Sited & Tl AATaelt Sof arel AIfSAT TATR fohT 31T |

« Still, people continue to fall for such offers.

$HF JTaSlE 9T U 3HY F o W & |

More Victims from Kerala

A & g difga

* Arun (34) and Suijith (40) from Ernakulam managed to return but are haunted by their
experience.

ST el & 3BOT (34) AR Fofler (40) ITTH A1 3T 1T, Wlfehed 37 37 39 Hfo1d F RN ETE|

* Sujith M. from Kollam said he crossed into Myanmar without any immigration check and
saw a teenager with a machine gun at the office entrance.

FIeetd & Faltd TH. & ST & 3 faer et sfAdere s & #iaR & g8 3R SriTed & ael
AefieT 31 AT v fFAR 1 |

* He was held captive for three months, had restricted phone use, and could only access the
internet via VPN.

3ot dieT A T ST IeTTeh IWT 1T, BT FHT 3GFET AT 27, 31T VPN T €Y Setae el Goha
|
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* His job is lost, and his marriage plans are now in jeopardy.

SoTehr AledY el T§ 3 3oTehr ATY Y ATt 39 Hehe H B

* A case involving a Chinese national helped rescue people of many nationalities.

Teh At AR & ATHC T H5 G20 & 91T T AT T Fehr |

* On returning, they were interrogated by law enforcement, which caused further
embarrassment.

T WX, 3o HIefel Yaclel TS TGl F q@ars o, e 3T ofr erfdtef g3

Fear of Legal Trouble

HIeAT FHITT HT T

« Kerala Police are skeptical and may press charges if any complaints are filed.

el Yo HeE A § 3N 30K 1S Rravrara gor g1l & AT AHGAT TollAT ST Hehll &

» Evacuees fear being seen as scammers despite being victims.

fifsdl it 3T § T 3¢ ST THST S|

* Arun says he did nothing wrong, but fear and uncertainty still remain.
30T e & o 3eglel F6 Ieret gt T, T 3 3T 3N IrasTE ST g3 &

Larger Recruitment Network

¥3 YA W o1t ead

+ S. Irudaya Rajan from International Institute of Migration and Development calls this a
'labour mafia' network operating via agents in India and Southeast Asia.

FAUAAA $1¥TIC HH AT TS 3TAYAC & TH. FIGAT AT o 34 'AY ATFBAT FgT 5
HR 3R gfEvor-qd v 7 wolel & AreaH @ 1A A g

* He suggests starting pre-departure orientation in colleges to detect fake job offers.

d gSI1a &l & o icatt # &1 fader I qa wirator o« foram Sirw arfes Wit sitendl 3 36Tt
qgeT ST Hh |

Cybersecurity Warnings

HIga YI&T $Y Aarafaar

» Nandakishore Harikumar, a cybersecurity entrepreneur, found around 4,000 Facebook ads
for such recruitments during May and June 2024.
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AIFa YR&T 357! AfheR gRFAR A 7§ 3R ST 2024 7 WY #7cit & ST 4,000 FHH
framaer 2|

Why Indians Are Targeted
s =t forema ox

* Indians are recruited to interact in local languages, creating more trust among victims.

HRATAT T TATHRT HTIHT H STaid el & Torw 9l forar Sirar € arfes faeara serar a1 a1

* These scams thrive in Southeast Asia due to lax laws and poor enforcement.

3 EieTel gTaYorT-qd TRRIAT 7 Fefar i dier 3N FH YadeT & HRUT Hold-Ford ol

Aneesh's Final Relief

3rsirer &1 3fAF B

* Aneesh is thankful he didn’t sign the contract which would have forced him into cybercrime.

31T G § T 35611 Ig Fleeae A5 oTal [T Sl 3¢ ATSET UM et T HgY |

* He is now happy to be back with his wife and son.

d 379 39N Yot AR AT & AT ellea g gl

» Despite escaping, these youth face an uncertain future, humiliation, and the fear of being
misunderstood.

ST o STag, So1 JaT3it bt HfARTT #fAST, IqATT 3N AT FHS ST & T HT HHAT Al I35
w®IE
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Equity

MF inflows sink to an

11-month low amid volatility

Notable decline seen in sectoral and thematic mutual funds, where net inflows fell 97% to T170 cr.

in March, the steepest since June 2023; contributing SIP accounts dipped to 8.11 crore in March

IGS Paper Ill: Capital Market |
dlil 1.

MUMBAI

et inflows into equi-
Nty mutual fund
schemes in March

declined 14.4% to 325,082
crore, amid global market
shocks, data from the As-
sociation of Mutual Funds
in India (AMFI) showed.

The inflows have been
declining for three consec-
utive months and was in
the negative for half of fis-
cal year 2024-25.

To a query on slowing
equity inflows, AMFI’s
chief executive Venkat
Chalasani said, “Inflows
have definitely come down

Losing appeal

i

The flows have dipped to an 11-month low in Marcw

registering a 14% decline compared with February
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Source: Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI)

slightly... from 29,303
crore during the month of
February to 325,082 crore
in March.”

“Redeeming feature is
that there is positive

growth across all the
schemes, except in respect
of sectoral and thematic
funds, where you have wit-
nessed a marginal negative
cash flow of ¥170 crore,”

Mr. Chalasani said at a me-
dia briefing. A notable de-
cline in inflows was not-
iced in sectoral and
thematic mutual funds,
where net inflows fell 97%
to 170 crore in March.
This was the steepest
decline since June 2023.
The number of contri-
buting SIP accounts re-
duced to 8.11 crore in
March from 8.26 crore in
the previous month. The
number of contributing
SIP accounts have been re-
ducing for the past three
months. SIP contributions
also reduced to 25,926
crore in March from about
326,000 crore in February.

Equity MF inflows sink to an 11-month low amid volatility

TR & i 5fFad) FyIre ®3 yarg 11 Al & e TR w
g

Net inflows into equity mutual fund schemes in March declined 14.4%
to ¥25,082 crore, due to global market shocks, according to data from
the Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI).

AT A giFad) FIgIrer B3 ASAA1HT H YSY TaTE 14.4% TH 25,082 3
€ 14T, ST FRUT RGw I16IR & e 10 AT &, Ig ATHARNRT
THIATRAT A FYI3 B3 FoT 31341 (AMFI) garr & 18|

e Inflows have been declining for three consecutive months and remained negative for
half of fiscal year 2024-25.
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ARRIH® T8l

e AMFI CEO Venkat Chalasani stated that inflows have slightly come down from ¥29,303
crore in February to ¥25,082 crore in March.

AMFI| & H1S31 dohe TATETEAT oF §aTaT o Jarg & 18T fRmae 311s &, weady & 29,303
FUS T Tca AT A 25,082 FAS & AT ¢

e There is still positive growth across all schemes, except for sectoral and thematic
funds, where there was a marginal negative cash flow of ¥170 crore.

Tt A3t F FFRCHAF e ST o1 TR, ofeheT daeRer AR NARF vsw 7 2170
U3 HT AN ARRIcHS Ahal FaTe oWT IT|

« Net inflows in sectoral and thematic mutual funds fell 97% to ¥170 crore in March —
the steepest decline since June 2023.

YaeRa 3R NARE Fygarer v3w 7 Yey TaE 97% Tea 170 FA3 1§ 71T, it fa ot
2023 & 91 gad 931 fRmae g

e The number of contributing SIP accounts reduced to 8.11 crore in March from 8.26
crore in February.

AT & SIP ARTEIAF AT T TEAT gehT 8.11 FS T 1S, S BIadr # 8.26 FU3 2t

e SIP contributions also declined to 25,926 crore in March from approximately ¥26,000
crore in February.

AT & SIP FT AWMETT T 225,926 FA T§ 31T, 51 foh B & oTers1er 26,000 FOT
o)

e The number of SIP contributors has been falling consistently for the past three
months.

RAad i 7T @ SIP AREAwarsit H T&IAT FIaR g WY
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Adopting Al harder
than thought: Nilekani

IGS Paper llI: Al
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Artificial intelligence is
“turning out to be far more
difficult than we thought to
actually make work at
scale and useful to eve-
ryone,” said Infosys foun-
der Nandan Nilekani.

For the technology to
truly work, the “cost per
inference” should be as
low as 31, he said, referring
to a computing parameter
which is inexpensive for Al
systems with a small num-
ber of parameters.

Adopting Al at scale is
“even harder in the enter-
prise” world as companies

are far more cautious
about handing over deci-
sion-making to models that
are prone to errors, he said
speaking at Carnegie In-
dia’s Global Technology
Summit on Friday.

The most difficult is im-
plementing Al in the public
sector, he said, adding this
was because the public
sector has structural con-
cerns. “It has ministries, it
has departments, everybo-
dy is territorial. So data is
not shared. If data is the li-
feblood of AI, we have to
find a way to bring all Al to-
gether, irrespective of
which part of the govern-
ment it comes from.”

Adopting Al harder than thought: Nilekani
T3S F AT Q1T & HiSA: FAceT Alelhoil

Artificial intelligence is turning out to be far more difficult than
expected to make work at scale and useful to everyone, said Infosys
founder Nandan Nilekani.
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SR & HEATIF #AcsT ailalhvil o Fgl fF PRI sefog H a2
TR I TAT F11=T 31T Tt & e 39a1el aarer @ & Fa1 30 ST
arfad g W el

e For the technology to truly work, the “cost per inference” should be as low as %1, he
said.

376iot gl foh S ehoileh el ATECTd A hIH el o Tl "GfeY AT ST (cost per
inference)" &I 1 fodeIT & g1 AT

e This refers to a computing parameter that is inexpensive for Al systems with a small
number of parameters.

Ig Ueh Hegfeer Rt 1 AT &, S F Refled ara vang RAvew & fav wwargian g

o Adopting Al at scale is even harder in the enterprise world, as companies are more
cautious about handing over decision-making to models that are prone to errors, he
said.

3egiel gl o TEIHTS ST gfatdm # &3 Tl IR TINTS 1 I0=1aA1 3 oft FdeT § iifes shufarai

U Alsed F AT A $ averar diva # 3ftrw waF Wl ¢, S FRAT i warae @ £
e He was speaking at Carnegie India’s Global Technology Summit on Friday.

d YFAR F FTeAall SF3AT F Tollae SFATalon WiAC 7 aiel T T

o He stated that the most difficult area is implementing Al in the public sector, due to its
structural concerns.

3egiel gl [oh HaW FiSeT 817 § Wil &7 H T3S &7 HrAleadel, Fhifeh dgl FLAadATcH®
AU BT & |

e The public sector has ministries and departments, and everyone is territorial, so data
is not shared, he said.

3gieT ST [ Ardetietesh 81T & HATIT 3R AT 81 8, 3 & FIS 319 &7 FF AT

wageTefter grar 8, T 3er |ren gt fRra sivan
e He added that if data is the lifeblood of Al, then we must find a way to bring all Al
together, regardless of which part of the government it originates from.

3ogiel g Y el foh 31T 3T WHTS T SAIaeT VI &, ol 3 AT AT Gaal BT Torady |aft
T3S Y TF 1Y AT AT Hoh, Tg dg TIHR & fordr ff e a gt T g
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India ‘eyeing win-win interim deal

with USS. during the 90-day pause

GS Paper lll: External
AlSector

NEW DELHI

Through video-conferenc-
es and soon-to-be sche-
duled physical meetings,
the government is hard at
work to sew up an interim
trade deal with the U.S. on
“win-win” terms for both
countries in the 90-day ta-
riff pause announced by
President Donald Trump.
“We are in continuous
engagement. It could be
through video conferenc-
ing. It could be some visits
both ways. Work has start-
ed. We are ahead of every-
body else. Among various
possibilities, the two sides
could reach an agreement
on tariffs within 90 days if
it is a win-win for both,” an
official source told

Huge stakes: In 2024, India exported goods worth $77.51 billion to
the U.S. and its imports were worth $42.19 billion. GETTY IMAGES

businessline.

On Wednesday, Mr.
Trump put on hold for 90
days the reciprocal tariffs,
including the 26% levy on
India. But a baseline tariff
of 10% stays for all.

The proposed India-U.S.
bilateral trade agreement
(BTA) would, however,

take more time and steps
are on to deliver the first
tranche by fall of 2025, the
official said. The terms of
reference of the proposed
BTA have already been
signed by the two sides.
“Everything is on the ta-
ble, both tariffs and non-ta-
riff issues,” the official said.

This indicates that issues
such as intellectual proper-
ty, government procure-
ment, digital trade and da-
ta localisation, which the
U.S. has been interested in
for a long time, are also up
for discussion.

Core focus

Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal said securing the
country’s interests would
be of foremost concern in
any negotiation.

“We never negotiate at
gunpoint,” he clarified.

In 2024, India exported
goods worth $77.51 billion
to the U.S. and its imports
were worth $42.19 billion
leading to a trade imba-
lance of over $35 billion.
(The writer is with The Hin-
du businessline)

India ‘eyeing win-win interim deal’ with U.S. during the 90-

day pause

90-feet #Y Nk & eIt R 3R 3rARFT & fiw '[aer-faer 3af#
gasla i I

The government is actively working to finalise an interim trade deal
with the U.S. during the 90-day tariff pause announced by President

Donald Trump.

Irseafa SiATes €9 gaRT M 90-féet Y R® U & gRrer W r 3raART

& Y T AdRA AR AT 1 31fa7 T 3 W TfhT 7 & F1 FI @

gl

o Efforts are ongoing through video-conferencing and upcoming in-person meetings to

complete the deal.
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3 A & QU A & forw AFA-Fie6 AT 3R 3 yegat doa! & Aregq & yard
S g

e An official source stated that work has already begun, and India is ahead of others in the
discussions.

Teh 3TTRIhTReR G & T o e Tgel &1 & 81 Yo ¢ IR R =rai3i & g@ri & 3mr g
o If both sides find it mutually beneficial, a tariff agreement could be reached within 90

days.

Ife ST gail &t I8 IREIRS FT & SA1TRRY o9, aF 90 faat & ofiaR ERw gaziarar

HehdT ¢
e On Wednesday, Mr. Trump put a hold on reciprocal tariffs, including a 26% levy on
India, for 90 days.

FUAR &1 A1 €T o R W 26% Yo Ao IREIRF LRE 1 90 =t o forw Aen e
e However, a baseline tariff of 10% will remain applicable for all.
gleliieh, Hafl & Tl 10% T Fer SR w1e] W&o

e The full bilateral trade agreement (BTA) between India and the U.S. is expected to
take more time.

AR 3R 3R & e qot gfaaafir samar @wsta (BTA) # 313f 3R @ or@tem|
e Work s in progress to deliver the first tranche of the BTA by fall of 2025.
2025 FT G FJ b BTA T ggell fhed &1 w1 3 & foIw e =l @1 8
e The terms of reference for the BTA have already been signed by both countries.
BTA & erdf & HasT (terms of reference) W ST G201 GaRT Fget &1 §EATER fohT ST I |

o Tariff and non-tariff issues such as intellectual property, government procurement,
digital trade, and data localisation are all open for discussion.

o e T & e g

o Corefocus
qET Bl

e« Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal stated that protecting India’s interests would be the
top priority during negotiations.
aTforey #Hlt NI NI o1 g o ST & eRret TR & il v gaw wafed graf@endr
gra|

e He clarified that India "never negotiates at gunpoint".
Iogiet TUSE AT 3 TR F3ir off " garar & S A&t ar |

e In 2024, India exported $77.51 billion worth of goods to the U.S., while imports stood at
$42.19 billion, leading to a trade imbalance of over $35 billion.

2024 &, AT & ARSI I 77.51 IR 3R & ATAT &l AT foram, Fafen 3mard 42.19
31 ST 7 TgT, FTd 35 3R« STo W TS HT SHTIR IrHGereT g3l
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Iron ore exports to China plummet
in FY25 on output glut, slowdown

GS Paper lll:
AResources

NEW DELHI

Iron ore exports to China,
the largest buyer from In-
dia, have almost halved in
FY25 to 24.14 million tonne
(mt) from the year-earlier
period following an eco-
nomic slowdown and a
glut in steel production in
Asia’s largest economy.
Iron ore is key feedstock
material in steel-making.
China, the world’s lar-
gest crude steel producer,
accounted for 80% of the
iron-ore shipments from
India; slightly lower than
the 86% average it has
maintained over a six-year-
period (FY20 - FY25), data
sourced from market re-
search firm, BigMint, show.
Supplies to China peaked

in FY24 when almost 95%
of the exports, or 45.4 mt
(out of 47.8 mt) went there.

Average realisations,
sources said, were about
the $100 per tonne range
for Indian exporters, 17%
down on a y-0-y basis, as
against $120 mt for FY24.
Existing iron ore price is

about $110 a tonne range.

Exports slip

Overall, iron ore export
shipments saw a sharp 35%
decline y-o-y to 30.92 mt,
from the 47.8 mt in the
year-earlier period, as per
the data. Exports of iron
ore fines and lumps were
recorded at almost 24 mt,
while pellet sales overseas
were assessed at 6.8 mt in
the just-concluded fiscal.

In FY24, iron ore ex-
ports stood at 36.5 mt and
pellets more than 11 mt, a
three-year high.

“Demand for iron ore
and pellets was lower be-
cause of a decline in steel
production in FY25” a
market participant told bu-
sinessline. China produced
924 mt of crude steel bet-

ween April 2024 and Fe-
bruary, a slight dip of 1% y-
0-y, as per data of World
Steel Association (WSA).

Steel production there
has slowed due to spirall-
ing debt crisis and overca-
pacity in real estate and
construction - key con-
sumer industries, slow-
down in infrastructure
projects, and so on.

“Therefore, even
though iron ore imports
(may look) high, the gener-
al slowdown in demand
led to accumulation of port
inventories in China,
which further weighed on
demand,” BigMint said.
Other major buyers of iron
ore from India included
Malaysia and Indonesia.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

Iron ore exports to China plummet in FY25 on output glut,

slowdown

FY25 & 31f9% 3cureet 3tk 7 & sRor A F &g 3raes T

# a1 frae

Iron ore exports to China, India’s largest buyer, have dropped to 24.14
million tonnes in FY25, almost half compared to the previous year.

FY25 &, R & oW 93 TR A &1 dlg 3ravs &1 AT gedv 24.14

faferaer &1 18 a1, S Rreer a¥ &Y Fora 7 warsmr T 31
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e The decline is due to an economic slowdown and a glut in steel production in China,
Asia’s largest economy.

=g fIRTae 1 SRt AeT & 3w #A 3R T 3cures H A0QFar g, S ofrar & gea
F3r rdcgarar §|

e lIron oreis a crucial raw material used in steel-making.
g 3rFF gEuTa fAATOT 7 3UANT g aTely Uk HgcaquT Fedt WA B |

e China, the world’s largest crude steel producer, accounted for 80% of India’s iron ore
shipments in FY25.

e, SiY i T W@ T37 FEAT FEUTT 3¢UGH ¢, o FY25 7 0Ra & dlg 3rae foda
80% feear @ler|

e This share is slightly lower than the 86% average China maintained during FY20-FY25.

Ig fEEaT FY20 & FY25 & g1l §=11T 37T 86% 3itad ¥ 21T A ¢

e Exports to China peaked in FY24, when 95% of total exports (or 45.4 mt out of 47.8
mt) went there.

FY24 &, et 1 321 ITeas a3 1 AT, ST Sof 14T T 95% (I 47.8 A | 45.4
Afage @) agr dar |

e Average realisations for Indian exporters were around $100 per tonne in FY25, which
is 17% lower year-on-year from $120 per tonne in FY24.

HRAT foraTeent & fore FY 25 # 3itea e wifta aererer $100 gfe &1 W1, ST FY24 &
$120 WfX ST 9 17% FA B |
e The current price of iron ore stands around $110 per tonne.

SH THYT g 37T Y F1AT 9879 $110 wfa e &1

e Exports slip
faata & fiRmae

e Overall iron ore exports fell by 35% year-on-year to 30.92 million tonnes in FY25,
compared to 47.8 million tonnes in the previous year.

FY25 & Fer dtg 3rav faata a¥-gv-a¥ 35% PR 30.92 faferer & g arar, st
ool a¥ I8 47.8 fAferasT & 7|

o Exports of fines and lumps were recorded at nearly 24 million tonnes, while pellet
exports stood at 6.8 million tonnes.

g 3w wrEw 3R a7 w1 AT oersrer 24 AT &= T, Fef Yoe AT 6.8
Afeae e W @)

e In FY24, iron ore exports were 36.5 million tonnes, and pellet exports crossed 11
million tonnes — the highest in three years.

FY24 #, dilg 3raee faTd 36.5 Ao e a1 3R Yo fwTa 11 Afeas e & s1fge
QT — ST et aut F g w0 ar|
e Demand for iron ore and pellets declined in FY25 due to a drop in steel production.

FY25 & ¥ 3t # fIRmae & RO dlg 3 31 dae i anr & w4 3g)
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e China produced 924 million tonnes of crude steel between April 2024 and February,
which is a 1% decline year-on-year, according to World Steel Association.

i & 3t 2024 @ ®E dF 924 ATAIA &7 Fea STUTT F7 IUTEA fohaT, 5 Roa af
FY ForeAT H 1% FA §, Tg TAPR To8 Tl THITATAT @ &1 778 ¢

e Steel production in China slowed due to a debt crisis, real estate overcapacity, and
delays in infrastructure projects.

AT 7 Fof Wape, At Rae weee MaTor s, 3k g s aRaieemst & #d
%Wmmeﬂm:@m

e Despite high imports, demand slowdown caused accumulation of port inventories in
China, which further reduced demand.

3Tl 81 3T 3T T§, AfeheT AT & FRTae & $RUT S & FeI9me! I HSROT ¢ I,
S 7T 3 oy FA A TE

Other major buyers of Indian iron ore include Malaysia and Indonesia.

HRA A olig 318 & 3 T TR # AARIAT 3R s8R enfaer g1
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