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Phule: a constant gardener of
social revolution

Mahatma Jyotiba Phule continues to be a source of inspiration to many progressives even today; we look back
at his actions and opinions from his life and writings, where he envisions a society liberated of orthodox shell

GS Paper I: Social
Reformers

yotiba Phule was born on April

11, 1827, in the Mali caste, a

community traditionally

occupied with gardening and
floristry. In 1848, Phule was invited to
attend a wedding of one of his Brahmin
friends. The relatives of the groom
insulted and abused him while referring
to his lower” caste. Phule left the
procession, having made up his mind to
defy the prevailing social system and its
incumbent caste oppression. He visited a
girls’ school in Ahmednagar run by
missionary Cynthia Farrar, and also came
into contact with Thomas Paine’s Age of
Reason, which had criticised Christian
orthodoxy much in the same way as
Phule would come to contend with its
Hindu counterpart.

The very same year, Phule and his wife
Savitribai cofounded the first school for
girls in India. Phule was only 21 years old
at the time; the couple opened 18 more
schools in the next three years. By 1855,
Phule had also opened night schools in
Pune, intended as a centre of learning for
workers, farmers, and working women
who were busy during the day. Phule’s
rapid success in this emancipatory
revolution was opposed by the orthodoxy.

In his later years, Phule had
vociferously opposed first Vishnu Shashtri
Chiplunkar, and then his protege Bal
Gangadhar Tilak. Phule preferred to work
with the British government to improve
the lot of the untouchables and the
depressed castes and the emancipation of
women, while Tilak and other orthodox
nationalists saw the British government as
an occupying force intent on changing
what they felt was the fundamental
character of the Hindu religion.
Nonetheless, Phule had the discernment
to aid the deliverance of an opponent
when he bailed out an imprisoned Tilak
and Gopal Ganesh Agarkar from
Mumbai’s Dongri Jail.

Phule also founded the Satyashodhak
Samaj (Society of Truth-Seekers) in

b ol A

under which India has been groaning for
many centuries past.”

“Only slaves can understand what it is
to be a slave and what joy it is to be
delivered from the chains of slavery. Now
the only difference between them and the
slaves in America is that whereas the
blacks were captured and sold as slaves,
the shudras and atishudras were
conquered and enslaved by the bhats and
brahmans,” he states.

But Phule was also able to see that
economic strengthening of the working
poor among the lower castes could be a
key to overthrowing the social

September 1873. The body was i ded
as an alternative to the largely upper-caste
dominated reform movements that had
been surging in India. These included the
Brahmo Samaj, the Prarthana Samaj, as
well as the Arya Samaj movements.

Breaking the chain

Revolution is a vehicle for change -
social, economic, and political. The
Bombay Times and Journal of Commerce
had in 1857 called the sepoy revolt ‘a
deadly national rebellion’. However,
Phule could not come to affiliate with the
sepoy revolt, seeing it as a retrogression
towards the ascendant theocracy of the
Peshwa rule. He could not see a way to
reconcile his social revolution with the
tempest of 1857. Phule felt that the
obstinacy of the orthodox upper-caste
Hindus would consign the Dalits back into
astate of depredation.

Writing in Gulamgiri (Slavery), Phule
says, “This system of slavery, to which the
Brahmins reduced the lower classes, is in
no respects inferior to that which
obtained a few years ago in America. In
the days of rigid Brahmin dominancy, so
lately as that of the time of the Peshwa,
my Sudra brethren had even greater
hardships and oppression practised upon
them than what even the slaves in
America had to suffer. To this system of
selfish superstition and bigotry, we are to
attribute the stagnation and all the evils

es. In his ‘A Stat t for the
information of the Education
Commission’, Phule writes, “In villages
also most of the cultivating classes hold
aloof, owing to extreme poverty, and also
because they require their children to
tend cattle and look after their fields.
Besides an increase in the number of
schools, special inducements in the shape
of scholarships and half-yearly or annual
prizes, to encourage them to send their
children to school and thus create in them
a taste for learning, is most essential. I
think primary education of the masses
should be made compulsory up to a
certain age, say at least 12 years.”

In his Satsar (The Essence of Truth),
Phule defended the right of Pandita
Ramabai to convert to Christianity, the
only non-Christian defence of its sort. The
text is imagined as a dialogue between a
Brahman and a Shudra.

“Brahman: But Tatya (younger
brother), which religion do you belong to?

Shudra: Forget God and serve the
brahmans! Do you think this ought to be
our religion? We shall adopt Christianity
or Islam whenever we feel like for our
convenience. Or perhaps we shall ask for
a religion for us from our Creator. You do
not have to worry about us.”

A constructive approach
In his Shetkaryanche Asud (Farmer’s
Whip), Phule argues for a constructive

Defiant spirit: In 1848, Phule and wife Savitribai cofounded the first school for girls in India. FILE PHOTO

approach on the part of the
administration.

Many of his ideas therein provide a
secular alternative to resolving the extant
questions of cow slaughter, the increase
in crop production, and the development
of civil infrastructure.

“The benevolent government should
educate all the farmers, and until they
become mature enough to use machines
to do the usual things on the farms like
European farmers, all the white people
and the Mussalmans should slaughter
goats and sheep instead of slaughtering
cows and oxen; or they should import
cattle and slaughter and eat them here,
because otherwise there will not be
sufficient supply of cattle for the farms,
and there will not be enough compost
and other fertiliser as well, and so neither
the farmer, nor the government will
benefit,” Phule writes.

Arguing for the involvement of military
administration in the work of civil
construction, Phule says, “...construct
small dams and bunds in such a way that
this water would seep into the ground,
and only later go and meet streams and
rivers. This would make the land very
fertile, and the soldiers in general, having
got used to working in open air, will also
improve their health and become strong.
Even if they labour to the value of one
anna every day, this will mean an increase
in the government’s earnings to the tune
of twenty-five lakh per year, because our
careful government has, including the
police department, at least two lakh
sepoys.”

“... the government should allow the
farmer to collect all the silt and other
things extracted from rivers and lakes, as
in the olden times, and it should also
return all the cow pastures to the villages,
which it has included in its ‘forest’; it
should, however, make sure that no
firewood is collected, or land tilled in the
areas that belong to it, and it should also
forbid the cutting of wood for selling as
wood for construction and destroy the
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oppressive the Forest Department,” Phule
contends.

The flowering of a true faith

Phule shared a complex and evolving
relationship with both doctrinal religion
and the idea of God. In his early years, he
credits his childhood Muslim friends for
revealing to him the fallacy of the
Brahminical faith, and later still the work
of the Christian missionaries likewise
provides him with a robust critique of
Hindu orthodoxy. Phule even wrote an
abhang titled Manav Mahammand
(Muhammad the man), which extolls the
prophet of Islam as having liberated his
people from the yoke of superstition and
orthodoxy of his age. But Phule was also
inspired by Paine’s Age of Reason, and in
his later years drew on the deistic strain
of humanistic faith therein.

An echo of this rationalist tendency is
most evident in his Sarvajanik Satya
Dharma Pustak, a sort of last testament of
his beliefs and convictions. In it, Phule
responds to a query regarding the
existence or lack thereof of a true
scripture in this manner. “All the religious
and revelatory books that man has
produced on our planet, one and all, do
not contain a consistent universal truth.
This is so because in every such book are
to be seen passages interpolated into
those texts by certain groups of
individuals as the situation in their view
warranted and as their dogmatism and
mulishness dictates. Consequently, those
religions or faiths did not in the final
analysis work towards the good of all.
This in turn resulted in sects and
sectarianism. Small wonder that these
sects hated and turned against each
other.”

Rejecting sectarianism and
supremacism, Phule reminds the reader
that, “In sum, this solar system and
naturally the planet earth which we
inhabit are created by one Creator. Why is
it then that the human beings living in
different States and nations hate each
other? How and why are the foolish
passions of religions and national hatreds
generated? There are any number of
rivers on our planet. All of them
eventually meet the sea. How and why,
then can only one of those rivers be
sacred? Does that sacred river ever
hesitate to carry dogs’ excreta to the sea?”

Denying any fundamental sacredness
of some human beings over others, Phule
stipulates that this is “clearly untenable”.
“All human beings on our planet are
equipped with similar physical and
intellectual facilities. How can some of
them be ‘sacred’ generation after
generation? Are they not born and do
they not die like everyone else, and do
they not have qualities good and bad like
everyone else?” he writes.

Writing against the unevenness of
polygamy, Phule presents a polyandrous
argument to offset his counterposition.
“Some lustful men who marry more than
once, maintain almost a harem; justify
their action with reference to some
senseless religious text written by equally
mulish men. How would they take it if
some women were to marry more than
one man to satisfy their lust? Would not
these men think of right and wrong and
be critical of their behaviour?” Phule
contends therein.

Phule reminds the reader that the
pernicious practice of caste is a human
invention. Of it he opines, “Animals,
birds, etc., all differ from each other
anatomically. Likewise, two-legged
human beings are different from
four-legged animals. It is said that the
Arya Brahma has created the four castes.
He would have done so for the animals as
well. Can you tell me then who are the
brahmans among the donkeys, crows,
etc.?”

Phule’s life and times continue to be a
source of inspiration to many progressives
to date. His struggles, sometimes at risk to
his own life and limb, and his tenacious
pursuit of the ideal of a society liberated
of its orthodox shell, are something worth
learning from for our own age.
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Pl AATTST Shifd F T AT ATell

Mahatma Jyotiba Phule continues to be a source of inspiration to
many progressives even today; we look back at his actions and
opinions from his life and writings, where he envisions a society
liberated of orthodox shell.

HeTeAT SAfAaT ot e it 78 gerforelier At & e Ron w1 @A & &7
IoTeh SfigeT 3 @eT ¥ 3o F1at 3R AARY Y 3T @ &, 16T a8 v ot
HATS Y FoTT FIA ¢ o Hedrar Serar § JFd 8l

Early Life and Turning Point
YRS Saet 31T dgaT F1 A

« Jyotiba Phule was born on April 11, 1827, in the Mali caste, a community traditionally
occupied with gardening and floristry.

?mﬁmgr&a:ramllaﬁarlszwfrmaﬁﬁgmmsﬁWwﬁmmﬁ&ﬁwwﬁ?
A F ST A

* In 1848, Phule was invited to attend a wedding of one of his Brahmin friends.

1848 &, Bl I 3701 Teh FTEHOT TR T QT & 1A Foham aram|

* The relatives of the groom insulted and abused him while referring to his ‘lower’ caste.

et o RRAGRY & Iofehy 't STl &1 aTell & §U Iofeh AT 3 gedaer foha|

* Phule left the procession, having made up his mind to defy the prevailing social system and
its caste oppression.

el o IRI BIg &1 3R yafara arafars sqaeyr X sfaerd cdftser & farier #tet &1 dehed
form|

* He visited a girls’ school in Ahmednagar run by missionary Cynthia Farrar, and also came
into contact with Thomas Paine’s "Age of Reason", which had criticised Christian
orthodoxy, similar to how Phule would later challenge Hindu orthodoxy.

3egiel eHGTIR A FATAAT hw ganT Tare S & aifers fagares &1 el foram 31t gisw 9 iy
" HTE {sTer GETh & HU A 1T, T $AT$ Fearferar v 3meireem 1 78 oY, Sid o pol a1
# g whieafear &1 fave &3 arer 3
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Pioneer of Girls' Education

arferepT 8T & rarofi

* The very same year (1848), Phule and his wife Savitribai cofounded the first school for girls
in India.

34 Y (1848), Pl 3R IoTehl Yool WIFANGTE & HRA 7 wgal Arferent fagamera & foha|

* Phule was only 21 years old at the time; the couple opened 18 more schools in the next
three years.

38 THY Gl Y 3H AT 21 a8 2, 38 Uil A 39Te efler At 7 18 3R Tl T

* By 1855, Phule had also opened night schools in Pune, intended as a centre of learning for
workers, farmers, and working women who were busy during the day.

1855 oeh, Pt o ot # Tf Re@rera oft @ier, S werqyl, Framat 3R sl #fgensit & foav
TRY&TT o1 hg; |

* Phule’s rapid success in this emancipatory revolution was opposed by the orthodoxy.

58 ATFT JHTereTeT & Dol T AT Theldl T FieaTeaT = faier o

Ideological Conflicts and British Support

i way 3iix ffeer gade

* In his later years, Phule had vociferously opposed first Vishnu Shashtri Chiplunkar, and then
his protege Bal Gangadhar Tilak.

3791 1, & ST &, Dol o Tgel fasoy et Rraefereht 3R the 3e7eh RIsar arer aremer forersh <hr st
farer fonam|

* Phule preferred to work with the British government to improve the lot of the untouchables,
depressed castes, and the emancipation of women.

Pl o 3reqed, afaa snforat sik Afenait #1 fFa & fov Bifter TR & ary #e wer sftw
EIRCR:EEN

» On the other hand, Tilak and other orthodox nationalists saw the British as an occupying
force threatening the Hindu religion’s character.

gadr 31, foverer 3R 31 wardY Iegardl fafeer TR 1 g et & Tawa 1 agore arol fageft
T Al A

* Nonetheless, Phule had the discernment to aid the deliverance of an opponent when he
bailed out an imprisoned Tilak and Gopal Ganesh Agarkar from Mumbai’s Dongri Jail.
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AT 871, Gool =¥ FASIERY Ty §U 379+ FARNE foereh 31K ITaTer ITuher IR T H{aE H S
ST ¥ STATA 9 RET et Acg Hi|

Formation of Satyashodhak Samaj
HTAMTF THATST Y FATIAT

* Phule also founded the Satyashodhak Samaj (Society of Truth-Seekers) in September
1873.

ol o R 1873 H WS AT (AT HT @ISt I ATall T FHTSA) hT TATTAT |

» The body was intended as an alternative to the largely upper-caste dominated reform
movements in India.

Ig TEAT R H HEId: Faoll garT fAafd GUR 3neles r fAwed |

» These included the Brahmo Samaj, the Prarthana Samaj, as well as the Arya Samaj
movements.

3oT 3T Tolell  JEAT FATST, T FATS 3R 3 gaA fAe )

Breaking the chain

STSTRY Y ArS=T

* Revolution is a vehicle for change — social, economic, and political.

Fifd IRadT — FHAfa®, 3+ 3 Taiifas — =1 v AreaT g

» The Bombay Times and Journal of Commerce had in 1857 called the sepoy revolt ‘a
deadly national rebellion’.

1857 H d1Fa T3+ 3 SAoer TH HIAY 1 AU gl a1 ‘T gras T fagig’ Fer 2|

» However, Phule could not come to affiliate with the sepoy revolt, seeing it as a retrogression
towards the ascendant theocracy of the Peshwa rule.

gleilieh, Pl FAITEY faele & G o1 Sits e uIT, Fifeh 3 S8 GerarehTeiter enfiie war 1 31K T
Rosr Feq1 AT A

* He could not see a way to reconcile his social revolution with the tempest of 1857.

a6 YT WIATTSF FHifel I 1857 & qWTeT o A1 SIS T hlg IAET 761 ol Tl

* Phule felt that the obstinacy of the orthodox upper-caste Hindus would consign the Dalits
back into a state of depredation.

el I ofaT foh weardY waot figat r goufitar afaal o1 O & gaer 3itv eivwor & [&afay & s1er
eIt
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Slavery and Gulamgiri

Tt 3R ety

» Writing in Gulamgiri (Slavery), Phule says, “This system of slavery, to which the Brahmins
reduced the lower classes, is in no respects inferior to that which obtained a few years ago in
America.

AT (e H Gl forwa 8, “ae Faret Y saaw, orad sreavn o Tt qeit 1 srer, el
8l e A Fo a¥ uge IARFT & yufod caaedr @ & 78 A"

* In the days of rigid Brahmin dominancy, so lately as that of the time of the Peshwa, my
Sudra brethren had even greater hardships and oppression practised upon them than what
even the slaves in America had to suffer.

F3 AEAVATE Tcd & &l &, [IAT & & IRraTHhTer & THY H, A Yk #1$AT 01 3 31 FfSersal
3R etz 1 FTHT T TSt S AR F gra Fr of AET g gsT|

* To this system of selfish superstition and bigotry, we are to attribute the stagnation and all
the evils under which India has been groaning for many centuries past.”

5u Fardt srefdears i Feear 1 caawT H g7 AR T At e g&em 3 sgra i FRoT
AT & 17

* “Only slaves can understand what it is to be a slave and what joy it is to be delivered from the
chains of slavery.

“Forth I[elTe &) T Fend & o F[ermelt Fam g1l & 3iR apermalY oy SIsiRY & e arey el gaft
fAer 51

* Now the only difference between them and the slaves in America is that whereas the blacks
were captured and sold, the shudras and atishudras were conquered and enslaved by the
bhats and brahmans,” he states.

3 379 3R IARFT & T} 7 TH 3T T ¢ o I Fred AW HT g7 3R F=1 1377, ST Q@
3ty arforepgl @1 srel st et qEn Sftar st Agam Sa T I I FEd

Vision for Economic Upliftment and Education

3T 3cuTe 3kt fveTr & forw gfesior

* Phule was also able to see that economic strengthening of the working poor among the
lower castes could be a key to overthrowing the social imbalances.

ol g ¢t FH ¥ T Tt stifart & Agarasrer e w1 anfds gefFdasor, arfas sges

Y THTC oA T FHofl 8 Tehell &
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* In his ‘A Statement for the information of the Education Commission’, Phule writes,

O " T HIAAA Y & 71§ TR 2Nk T & ol foraga €,

° “In villages also most of the cultivating classes hold aloof, owing to extreme poverty, and
also because they require their children to tend cattle and look after their fields.

- arat 31 3Tt J1frerer e aet |k Tt & FRoT RAUeT ¥ oY W@ €, 3R safo o it 3 3w
el & 9 TETT AR W SEAT BIel |

o Besides an increase in the number of schools, special inducements in the shape of
scholarships and half-yearly or annual prizes, to encourage them to send their children to
school and thus create in them a taste for learning, is most essential.

- RrgTerat T HEaT dge & wr-ATY, syt 3R srtarfiE a1 aifdE Rt & w9 9 ey
WIeHTEeT ST 12T ¢, T 31T aeal &l Tl ot 3R 3797 Tgr$ it 3R AT o

o | think primary education of the masses should be made compulsory up to a certain age,
say at least 12 years.”

» 3 FHIAT § T STTamare 1 YR Rat 1 1 § A 12 a§ H1 31 o Afard & S
arfew”

Religious Freedom and Satsar
enfie Taaadar 3 IR

* In his Satsar (The Essence of Truth), Phule defended the right of Pandita Ramabai to
convert to Christianity, the only non-Christian defence of its sort.

U FeHR (FeT HT WR) H, Pl o Gf3aT TAETS o $ATE 49 39eT1et o 3TAhR 7 arare foar —
Ig 39T ORE T THATT IR-SATE 18T 2|

* The text is imagined as a dialogue between a Brahman and a Shudra.

Ig TS STEATT 3 e[ & o<l & Farg Aol # foram aram 3

° “Brahman: But Tatya (younger brother), which religion do you belong to?

> "STEHOT: Aifehed AT (BIE #778), T ot &ef T g2

> Shudra: Forget God and serve the brahmans! Do you think this ought to be our religion?

> QG $2aT Y 8ol ST 3 FTEACI T [ar A AT T FART UA gler A2

> We shall adopt Christianity or Islam whenever we feel like for our convenience.

o §H T4 I 379e1 FIAT o HTHR $ATS 3 AT ST 37T ol |

> Or perhaps we shall ask for a religion for us from our Creator. You do not have to worry
about us.”
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The Flowering of a True Faith
TS T faRard 1 pea

Phule shared a complex relationship with both doctrinal religion and the idea of
God. He credits his Muslim childhood friends for exposing the fallacies of
Brahminical faith, and Christian missionaries for critiquing Hindu orthodoxy. He
wrote an abhang titled Manav Mahammand, praising the Prophet of Islam. He was
also influenced by Paine’s Age of Reason and drew on its deistic and humanist
beliefs.

Tl ol 1Tt Aal 3R $eaT AT 4RO & @ S Faer A7) 9 39 HiereT FEder F A=
T ATEAUTATET faRaRy Y FAMNRIT AT 3AVR FeT ST AT ¢ 8, 3R $urg PreaRat @ 30
T wieare &1 3relraet fAe | 35 ‘AT AgFAg A T 39T forr ot segi
SEATH & Yora T 92rar 1| 3 97 Y 'var 3w Herer § o wanfaa ¥ 3k 394 AT
daardl i ATTaTarE faearat I 9=

This rationalist tendency is seen in his Sarvajanik Satya Dharma Pustak — his final
testament. He writes, “All religious books produced by humans lack consistent
universal truth, as they contain interpolations made by dogmatic groups. This leads
to sectarianism and mutual hatred.”

Ig aTfde Ygfr 3o7 Wdefee He e Qeas’ 3 SEll STl § — St 3ofa frearat & sifaer
T ¢ A forwa §, Aeqsat gany W @l enfiier araf & vewater adsitfe o 6
BICT, FiTeh SoTH FeeX Hegl canT feuf & TR agara fht 10 §| 368 Wuerarg 3
IMH gAY JeT I &1

Rejecting sectarianism and supremacism, Phule writes: “This solar system, and the
Earth, are created by one Creator. Why then do humans living in different nations
hate each other? Why do religions create foolish passions and national hatreds?”

Hyergare AR Asadrarg H R Hd gV, Bl for@d §: “Ig wiase AR gt voh &
GfSewedl garT a=rs 78 ¥ | TR st e et 3 Teo) arer As vy & gom v §7
FIT &3t FAEATYOT sraaTe 3R I gAY e e £

“There are many rivers, and all meet the sea. Then how can one river alone be
sacred? Does that sacred river hesitate to carry dogs' excreta to the sea?”

‘38 el W FS ARAT 8, 3R Tl woger @ FAerch &1 A vy ) Shger wap w1y wferr g whcht
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e Denying the inherent sacredness of any human group, Phule says: “All humans have
similar physical and intellectual abilities. How can some be called sacred
generation after generation?”

ferelT &t ATeTa Wag BT SIwHSITT TR ST PR §U Pl hedl & “HHT ASAT b I FAA
IR 3R dlefas amrare &1 o o #1 Ha iy g N afd=T gt S Ferar 827

e On polygamy, Phule criticizes lustful men who marry multiple times, and questions
why women can’t do the same. “Would men accept polyandry the same way?”

TgfIaTE T Gl FIHF TeUI BT AT I ¢ i1 % TR faamg 3 &, AR & 6
ATFETC 37T QAT 2T TET P Aehell | “FIT TN TEUT TAT T JH RE TR H?”

e On caste, Phule mocks its artificial origin, saying: “If Arya Brahma created four
castes, then who are the Brahmins among donkeys and crows?”

S R, Pol 58 FAA ARTOT 67 H1eh 3570 g‘UchsSI & “379R 3 FEAT & IR SATfadr
geI1s &, ar areY 31k #lat & s HlaT £

o Phule’s life continues to inspire progressive thinkers. His courageous struggles and
pursuit of a society free from orthodoxy are worth learning from even today.

Fol &7 Sitaet 31TeT 311 serferefier Rt & fore oxom 1 3o7err wrefae wad 3ik wieat @
HEFT GATS I Tl 3T & fT ot draa AT g
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Tanzanian Opposition leader Lissu
charged with treason following arrest

|GS Paper I: Mapping |

Agence France-Presse
DAR ES SALAAM

Tanzania’s main Opposi-
tion leader Tundu Lissu
was charged on Thursday
with treason, which car-
ries the death penalty, a
day after being detained
following a rally, one of his
lawyers said.

The east African nation
has increasingly cracked
down on its Opposition,
with Mr. Lissu’s Chadema
party accusing President
Samia Suluhu Hassan of re-
turning to the repressive
tactics of her predecessor
months before October’s
general election.

Mr. Lissu and other par-
ty members were detained
on Wednesday after at-
tending a rally in Mbinga, a
town in the southern Ruvu-
ma region, where Chade-
ma said police officers dis-
persed the crowds with
tear gas.

Tough times: Chadema Party leader Tundu Lissu arrives at the
magistrate's court in Dar es Salaam on Thursday. AFP

“Lissu has been charged
with treason which has no
bail,” one of his lawyers Je-
bra Kambole said following
his appearance in court in
the economic capital Dar
es Salaam.

While Mr. Lissu has
been arrested before — and
released soon after — this is
the first time the Opposi-
tion leader has faced such

a serious charge.

Mr. Kambole added that
Mr. Lissu had also been
charged with the “publica-
tion of false information”
but did not give details.

Earlier, regional police
commander Marco Chilya
told reporters the opposi-
tion leader was questioned
“regarding allegations of
inciting the population to

block the general
elections”.
Tanzanian human rights

lawyer Tito Magoti said on
X the “plan is to dump him
in jail for President Suluhu
to party without
opposition.”

Tanzania is scheduled
to hold presidential and
National Assembly elec-
tions in October. President
Hassan’s party Chama Cha
Mapinduzi (CCM) swept lo-
cal elections last year.

Chadema said the elec-
tions had been manipulat-
ed, and would petition the
High Court to demand re-
forms ahead of the upcom-
ing polls.

Mr. Lissu warned last
year Chadema would
“block the elections
through  confrontation”
unless the electoral system
was reformed.

The opposition’s de-
mands have long been ig-
nored by the ruling party.

Tanzanian Opposition leader Lissu charged with treason

following arrest

denfarars faualt Aar forg o ARrarl & a1g erge ST AR e

LI ]

Tanzania’s main Opposition leader Tundu Lissu was charged on
Thursday with treason, which carries the death penalty, a day after
being detained following arally, one of his lawyers said.

donfaan & yog@ favedt AdT €3 fog W eaR T AT HT FRIT I 74T,
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* The east African nation has increasingly cracked down on its Oppaosition, with Mr. Lissu’s
Chadema party accusing President Samia Suluhu Hassan of returning to the repressive
tactics of her predecessor months before October’s general election.

Ig i arshrehy T 37 faraedt arféat R gaTE SoTar o W@t €, 31 A forg hr wSar urdf 2 seufar
WITAAT Gog T T IHFEa & A AT J $S HLIo Tgol 3] JTcll hT gHaashrY 0T ey i
T @ 39T T 3TRIY ST & |

* Mr. Lissu and other party members were detained on Wednesday after attending a rally in
Mbinga, a town in the southern Ruvuma region, where Chadema said police officers
dispersed the crowds with tear gas.

At forg 3R arél & 317 HeEAT Y AR I ATAT A1Hb AT A, i Gfaroft Fgar &7 # [Fua g,
Teh Yol 7 81197 oot & TG TRreret # foram aram, Stet a8 o gl o gford o1 fis a1 3y 3t & fae-
forav & e

* “Lissu has been charged with treason which has no bail,” one of his lawyers Jebra Kambole
said following his appearance in court in the economic capital Dar es Salaam.

“FoRY IX ARAGTE T 3TRIT ST 31T &, FTHT AT 1 8Iclt,” 3eTah qehlel AT Hiae of R TH
eATH H 3eTeld # 9T glel & e, gl

* While Mr. Lissu has been arrested before — and released soon after — this is the first time
the Opposition leader has faced such a serious charge.

grorifen At forg &1 uget 8 RRwrar fomar a2 & 31k Sreg € Rer o Ram s o — o wgen an &
S 39 fauely AT W s« W IR ST 7T

* Mr. Kambole added that Mr. Lissu had also been charged with the “publication of false
information” but did not give details.

A hidlel o 7g o SST o AT forg uX “318Y SIaTahRY TR FTa” 1 3 T &, Afehet Sgiel
faror 18T feam|

* Earlier, regional police commander Marco Chilya told reporters the opposition leader was
questioned “regarding allegations of inciting the population to block the general elections”.

SHY Ugd, 8T 9w FATST AR e F aawRT A aarn o fagel A @ “3mard Y s
3 3T FoATa Y Aahet & ARG & T H qodTo 1 71 A7

* Tanzanian human rights lawyer Tito Magoti said on X the “plan is to dump him in jail for
President Suluhu to party without opposition.”
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» Tanzania is scheduled to hold presidential and National Assembly elections in October.
President Hassan’s party Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM) swept local elections last year.

comera ¥ srargat & Isgufa 3R Aererer Al ot g1 arel §| Isgafer gt Ay art AT v
ARGt (CCM) = Rraver a¥ & Fureiry gamat # St g1fder v o

* Chadema said the elections had been manipulated, and would petition the High Court to
demand reforms ahead of the upcoming polls.

TSAT o gl o Yeral & ererel) &1 318 o 3N g 3T ATy A ATTAHT SRR I cifeh A
TATal § Tgel GERT hT HIT Y ST Feh |

» Mr. Lissu warned last year Chadema would “block the elections through confrontation”
unless the electoral system was reformed.

A forg =1 st Arer Aaraeit &7 2 o 39T Ty qoTTell 3 YR 6T g3 A TSAT “Tha & TRT
gaATal HY Ash a|”

* The opposition’s demands have long been ignored by the ruling party.
faqar T AN T T TAT F FARRS el GaRT ASRIETS fRAT AT W &

SYDNEY

Palau stands with Taiwan ‘until
death do us part, says President

k. |GS Paper I Mappin§ | AFP

Pacific nation Palau will not cave to diplomatic pressure from China
and will remain an ally of Taiwan “until death do us part”, President
Surangel Whipps said in Sydney. One of the few remaining nations
to recognise Taiwan’s claim to statehood, Palau has repeatedly
risked Beijing’s ire by refusing to reverse its stance. AFP
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SANTO DOMINGO
Toll in roof collapse at a nightclub

in Dominican Republic rises to 218

The toll in a roof collapse at an iconic nightclub in the Dominican
Republic surged to 218 on Thursday, an official said. Crews at the
scene were still looking for victims and potential survivors, although
no one has been found alive since Tuesday afternoon. “We’ve
practically combed through ground zero,” the official added. Ap

PANAMA CITY

U.S. Defence Secretary moots plan
for troops to ‘revive’ Panama bases

k|GS Paper I: Mapping |

U.S. Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth floated the idea of U.S. troops

returning to Panama to “secure” its canal, a suggestion quickly shot
down by the Central American country’s government. He suggested
during a visit to Panama that “by invitation” the U.S. could “revive”

military bases to an isthmus it invaded 35 years ago. AFP

Even as anti-corruption protests rage,
rural Serbia has not turned on Vucic

President
people ques

SPaerI Maln
P

Agence F
PECINCI

erbian President
SAlol«andar Vucic is
rallying supporters

rea
tened by months of prot-
ests against him.

The Balkan nation has
been rocked by mounting
unrest since November,
when 16 people died in the
collapse of the newly reno-
vated Novi Sad station — a
tragedy widely blamed on
corruption and  poor
oversight.

Hundreds of thousands
have marched for months
against corruption and in
favour of a fairer system
culminating in the biggest
protests in decades last
‘month. But Mr. Vucic, who
had dominated Serbian
pol since his party
came to power in 2012,
wants to prove that a large
chunk of the country is still

d him.

His ruling Serbian Pro-
gressive Party (SNS) con-
trols much of Se
claims to have 7,
members - a mass
in nine of the country’s
population.

Support undiminished
“The people of Pecin
lage 50 km northeast of
Belgrade, voted over
whelmingly for the SNS in

Facing the heat: Vucic

 found that a third of

in decades last month

behind him. The Balkan nation has been racked

a s
by mountingunrest since November, when 16 peopl diedinthe colapse ofthe newy renovated Novi Sad trainstation. AAFP

the local elections in June.
And that support seems
undiminished by the

sai
a \(‘1Ilhmr\‘

worker. “But if you ask
whether I support the Pre-
sident, 1 do; she said

referring to the 1999 NATO
bombing of the country
that put an end to the war
inKosovo, a trauma still ve-
ry present in Serbia.

And she took a dim view
f the anticorruption

hu((annol sl

Her neighbour, Srbijan-
ka, in her late 60s, shared
the sentiment.

“All this circus in the
streets, the blockades...it's
chaos,” she complained.
“Public transport does not
work” she said, with prot-
esters often  blocking
streets in cities across the
country.

B L

ing “they are all paid by the
West anyway.”

Rural strongholds
A CRT! Il in Febru:
found that a third of peo-
ple  questioned  were
against the protests.

The SNS draws its hard-
core support from smaller
towns and rural areas, said
ar, director of
for Free Elec-
nd Democracy (Ce-
SID), an independent elec-
tion monitoring group.

Support for Mr. Vucic's
centre-right,  nationalist
party comes mainly from
the retired and the over
60s, he sa

“It is slightly higher

among women than men,
and stronger among those
with a lower level of
educati
A

r-old  woman
r name as An-
she did not un-

who g
gelina sai

derstand what the protes-
ters were complaining
about.
“1 have a warm room,
running water, mest o the
rm

“You (young people),
what s it that you want?”

Part of Ms. Vucic
peal comes from
casing of his claimed
achievements on  bread
and butter issues, Mr. Kla
car said. “Investments in

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

small towns,
es, job ci

age increas-
tion... Unlike

the rule of law or other va-

his catchall party.
“A large number of peo-
ple receive direct, tangible
benefits through party
membership or jobs in
state institutions or public
enterpri i
the party through cliente

those who supported
Vucic do so even more
(now), and those who criti-
him" have also har-
dened their views, Mr. Kla-
car said.

‘ok with incumbents
Another local, Aleksandar,
40, who was wearing a
builder's jacket and a cap,
was not happy with the
way the country is going
but sees himself somewh:
ere in the middle.

However, he “has no
problem with the current
leaders™.

“We don't need better
ones — well, we do, but it’s
not going to happen. So, it
is what
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Tanzanian Opposition leader Lissu
charged with treason following arrest

GS Paper |I: Mapping

Agence France-Presse
DAR ES SALAAM

Tanzania’s main Opposi-
tion leader Tundu Lissu
was charged on Thursday
with treason, which car-
ries the death penalty, a
day after being detained
following a rally, one of his
lawyers said.

The east African nation
has increasingly cracked
down on its Opposition,
with Mr. Lissu’s Chadema
party accusing President
Samia Suluhu Hassan of re-
turning to the repressive
tactics of her predecessor
months before October’s
general election.

Mr. Lissu and other par-
ty members were detained
on Wednesday after at-
tending a rally in Mbinga, a
town in the southern Ruvu-
ma region, where Chade-
ma said police officers dis-
persed the crowds with
tear gas.

Address
Emai

Tough times: Chadema Party leader Tundu Lissu arrives at the

magistrate's court in Dar es Salaam on Thursday. AFP

“Lissu has been charged
with treason which has no
bail,” one of his lawyers Je-
bra Kambole said following
his appearance in court in
the economic capital Dar
es Salaam.

While Mr. Lissu has
been arrested before — and
released soon after — this is
the first time the Opposi-
tion leader has faced such

GS Paper I: Tribes

a serious charge.

Mr. Kambole added that
Mr. Lissu had also been
charged with the “publica-
tion of false information”
but did not give details.

Earlier, regional police
commander Marco Chilya
told reporters the opposi-
tion leader was questioned
“regarding allegations of
inciting the population to

"

block the general
elections”.
Tanzanian human rights

lawyer Tito Magoti said on
X the “plan is to dump him
in jail for President Suluhu
to party without
opposition.”

Tanzania is scheduled
to hold presidential and
National Assembly elec-
tions in October. President
Hassan’s party Chama Cha
Mapinduzi (CCM) swept lo-
cal elections last year.

Chadema said the elec-
tions had been manipulat-
ed, and would petition the
High Court to demand re-
forms ahead of the upcom-
ing polls.

Mr. Lissu warned last
year Chadema would
“block the elections
through  confrontation”
unless the electoral system
was reformed.

The opposition’s de-
mands have long been ig-
nored by the ruling party.

New Zealand MPs celebrate after Parliament rejected 112 to 11 a vote on the Principles of the Treaty of Waitangi Bill on Thursday. The Bill
was perceived as an attempt to wind back the special rights given to the country’s 9,00,000-strong Indigenous Maori population. AP
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Economic twilight: A bus is silhouetted next to the Club de Pescadores (Fishermen's Club) on the shore of the Rio de la Plata River during a
24-hour strike of all transportation, except buses, called by workers' unions against the economic policies of President Javier Milei in Buenos
Aires on Thursday. The general strike started at midnight as Mr. Milei awaits word on a fresh IMF loan Are
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1. RTI Act will not restrict disclosure, says Minister
=T T JOHR AT o 1 AT 7€t H3em, 7= Fr

hgdl

2. India’s decision to cancel transshipment facility won’t
affect Bangladesh: official

R & I YT g @ & bad @ TeaeT |
3T AET 391 AR

3. Centre to pay more for PM-POSHAN scheme in schools
Tgal # drea-aiyor At & forw g 37 sErar e

4. SC judgment on T.N. Governor addresses a
Constitutional silence

afreeTs & Tsadrer X FHA FIE FT hwar TF Fafas
ot Y gt Fear @

5. The issue with delimitation’s population-based process
SraEar-Jraie aRdieTer ufthar @ s waen

6. Are existing mechanisms effective in combating judicial
corruption?

FGT TAATST dF #4116 SR & fAgest & yamd) 87
7. When Parliament stayed awake through the night
TS UG o Il I ST HT FIHA fham

8.Democracies in decline
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RTI Act will not restrict disclosure, says Minister

|GS Paperii

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

The upcoming amend-
ment to the Right to Infor-
mation Act, 2005, will
maintain “the need for
transparency in public
life”, and will “not restrict
disclosure of personal in-
formation”, Union Minis-
ter for Electronics and In-
formation Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw said in a
letter to Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh on
Thursday.

Mr. Ramesh had raised
civil society concern that
the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act’s amend-
ments to the RTI Act would
allow the government to
deny information on subsi-
dy allocations and other

schemes if the personal in-
formation of citizens and
officials are involved.

The amendment -
which will kick in when the
DPDP Rules are notified in
the coming weeks to en-
force the Act — will be a sig-
nificant blow to the RTI
Act, according to activists.
Civil society groups, span-
ning the gamut from digital
rights advocates to pro-
transparency outfits, have
raised an alarm over this
amendment for years. Ov-
er 120 Opposition MPs
have now signed a letter to
Mr. Vaishnaw, seeking a re-
peal of the amendment.

In his letter defending
the amendment, Mr. Vaish-
naw cited the Supreme
Court’s right to privacy
judgment in 2017, which

Ashwini Vaishnaw

held the right to informa-
tional privacy as funda-
mental right under Article
21 of the Constitution.
There is a “need for har-
monious provisions bet-
ween the right to informa-
tion and the right to
privacy” laws, he said.
However, activists say
that this balance has alrea-

dy been achieved in the
RTI Act. Section 8(1)(j), the
exemption for personal in-
formation that is in the ex-
isting version of the RTI
law, “was very nuanced be-
cause it stopped any vica-
rious seeking of informa-
tion,” said Anjali Bhardwaj,
co-convenor of the Nation-
al Campaign for the Peo-
ple’s Right to Information
(NCPRI). She noted that
“there was a lot of care that
was taken to balance out
the right to privacy and the
right to information” even
before the law was final-
ised in 2005.

Ms. Bhardwaj said on
Thursday that Mr. Vaish-
naw’s response “does not
acknowledge the amend-
ments”, which “will se-
verely curtail people’s

RTI Act will not restrict disclosure, says Minister

g1 H1 FFR Ffafaasm gard w1 fda @@t e, 7= #1

hedl

right to access information
that they need to expose
corruption and abuse of
power and to hold govern-
ments accountable.”

Another RTI amend-
ment in the DPDP Act de-
letes a provision that states
that “any information that
cannot be denied to the
Parliament and State legis-
lature cannot be
denied to citizens.” Mr.
Vaishnaw’s response is si-
lent on that front too, Ms.
Bhardwaj said.

Mr. Vaishnaw said that
information that is specifi-
cally required to be dis-
closed “under legal obliga-
tions” would continue to
be disclosed, insisting that
the amendments were car-
ried out to “prevent poten-
tial misuse of the law”.

The upcoming amendment to the Right to Information Act, 2005, will
maintain “the need for transparency in public life”, and will “not
restrict disclosure of personal information”, Union Minister for
Electronics and Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw said in a
letter to Congress leader Jairam Ramesh on Thursday.

o= &1 HfUFR rfafaga, 2005 # vEarad G " wrEs aE siaer 7
UG fRIAT T ITRIFAT FATT T 3 " A FATa ATFHY & G

AT T FT, T a1 FAT St agd AR Faar Heifrhr 7= srfRash

ASUTE F IFAR Y FIAF AT STATH TAY FHY T 97 7 F|

e Mr. Ramesh had raised civil society concern that the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act’s amendments to the RTI Act would allow the government to deny
information on subsidy allocations and other schemes if the personal information of
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citizens and officials are involved.

A I F ARIRE AT FY Rar sars & Bioree safFaera 3er gwaror i@ aT &
IRENS AT F T § TThR Ffews e 3R 3T A3t & SE1 SRy
ARSI 3R FAFRAY Y FfFTITT FTAFR F ATH W AFR Thall &

e The amendment — which will kick in when the DPDP Rules are notified in the coming
weeks to enforce the Act — will be a significant blow to the RTI Act, according to
activists.

g AT — ST 3771 aTet g%all § DPDP farrst & arfargfRre gle o¥ waarell ghom —
IRE3TE HATAIH FY U T37 STEHT 8191, VAT FRIFATIHT T e &

o Civil society groups, spanning the gamut from digital rights advocates to pro-
transparency outfits, have raised an alarm over this amendment for years.

fBforee rfUeRt & RFRT T T TRefTaT gad® sl de, ARTRE TAT & gl o
g H2MNETT & ot et ¥ Rar sgag Hr gl

e Over 120 Opposition MPs have now signed a letter to Mr. Vaishnaw, seeking a repeal
of the amendment.

319 T 120 & 30F RAuah Fraet & A dsurg & v 97 WX gEaeR v g, e gt
F) TG st T FJRT H IS B

e In his letter defending the amendment, Mr. Vaishnaw cited the Supreme Court’s right
to privacy judgment in 2017, which held the right to informational privacy as a
fundamental right under Article 21 of the Constitution.

ﬁeﬁmaﬂmmgqmwﬁaﬁawaﬁzol?ﬁgmaﬂé%m#m
& tarer &1 garen e, fores gaearens Muaadr & HRFR H Gfaume & e 21 &
ded Ao 3R sarr =)

e Thereis a“need for harmonious provisions between the right to information and the
right to privacy” laws, he said.

3ogiel el & "I & HAFR 3R Mueiigar & 3fRFR & 3 wqfed yaumE @
T FT |

e However, activists say that this balance has already been achieved in the RTI Act.

glelifeh, ST T dhgall ¢ Toh TE WleleT Tt oF ARSI Irfafarer & vrea fomar sw
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e Section 8(1)(j), the exemption for personal information in the existing RTI law, “was very
nuanced because it stopped any vicarious seeking of information,” said Anjali
Bhardwaj, co-convenor of the National Campaign for the People’s Right to
Information (NCPRI).

HISIET 3RENIE FHlefeT T URT 8(1)(j), S SHTFAIN ST & Fe el &, "ageT oo AN
Fifeh Tg " IRIET T ¥ ATARRT At Y HIRAAT" T AhcT AT, VAT FgaT & IS ST HTAFR
AT (NCPRI) T HE-HASTa TsTfor HREATST |

o She noted that “there was a lot of care that was taken to balance out the right to
privacy and the right to information” even before the law was finalised in 2005.

3egiel &gl foh " 2005 H FTefet Y T T 3 & dger Y Mairrar 3R oo F rfRFR F
oI HJele ST 7@ Y Tged AraUTEA! STl 7 A

e Ms. Bhardwaj said on Thursday that Mr. Vaishnaw’s response “does not acknowledge
the amendments”, which “will severely curtail people’s right to access information
that they need to expose corruption and abuse of power and to hold governments
accountable.”

TEAR 1 G HREITS o et fob A dvvra it gfaferar “weieat # FHhaR 781 w3, S
"SI Y SR IATR FIA, FAT & GOIANT Y AN AT R TFR FT FA@eE 60 F
forw smaeas quen 9% 9gT & SR F 73R 77 F AT F A

o Another RTI amendment in the DPDP Act deletes a provision that states that “any
information that cannot be denied to the Parliament and State legislature cannot
be denied to citizens.”

DPDP AT 7 Ush 317 REI3NTS TN A 3 UTaeieT o geT far § 5T Fgr arar
o7 fF " IS oft TR Y FHe 3R T RAUTTHsd F) JAE AR ST THdT, 3U ARTRDT H
oft AT TR ST WHaT|”

e Mr. Vaishnaw’s response is silent on that front too, Ms. Bhardwaj said.

A AReETSt o et fon Al dsura iy gfafear 7 6 Ageaqur 9ge F1 H1S Ioaw A g

e Mr. Vaishnaw said that information that is specifically required to be disclosed under
legal obligations would continue to be disclosed, insisting that the amendments were
carried out to “prevent potential misuse of the law”.
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AT qSuTe o el o T STeTehRY Tordt Fiefet gTfcal & agd Ay w7 § Gerar F3r
Ffaard §, e Gorrar I @M, 3R I8 HMe "Fiefe & WA gEaahr Ft Awa” &
fow frw o €

Central Information Commission (CIC)

A FI= 3T (CIC)

The Central Information Commission (CIC) is a statutory body established under the Right to
Information (RTI) Act, 2005, effective from October 12, 2005.

Fr gae e (CIC) v s e & o9 gaem &1 &R (RTI) srffa=eT, 2005 &
ded TR fahar aram, St 12 3rergaT 2005 8 FaTdT g3

Its primary role is to act upon complaints from individuals who have been unable to submit
information requests to a Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer
either due to the absence of such officers or their refusal to accept the application.

SHH HET FM 3o ATFadl $H RNFral | FRas e of & 91 o7 aF gaer
FAFR & FAAT HT IR AGT & T, UG d6 ITURIRAT T Hqeletral & HNOT 8 AT o4
TdgA FTAPR FA T FAPR Il & HRUT|

The jurisdiction of the Commission extends over all Central Public Authorities.

3T T HAHR &1 T FT wrdsfas it o e g3 gl

Composition of the Commission

AT T F=AT

e One Chief Information Commissioner (CIC).
T HEY FA«T JGFd (CIC)I

¢ Not more than ten Information Commissioners (ICs).
YA g0 FEAT IFFA (ICs)l

Appointment Process: The President of India appoints the CIC and ICs based on the
recommendations of a committee consisting of:

fagfaa gftean sma & wsgufa gar v wfafa fr RAemerow cic 3R Ics &1 g &
ST &, oA enfae g
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e The Prime Minister as the Chairperson.

T G AT & regar o w9 A|
e The Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha.
AFaAT # RFusT &
e A Union Cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime Minister.
YA garT AfAa v QT AfwsdT w74
Eligibility Criteria:
IRIAT ATACS:

Appointees should be individuals of eminence in public life with extensive knowledge and
experience in fields such as law, science and technology, social service, management, journalism,
mass media, or administration and governance.

frgea =afFa ardefas Sfaa & gfaffsa gt 3k 37¢ Fe@, R sk dlefadh, aefes
AT, YT, TARIRGT, TAGIR AT A A A0 S 8751 H ogqraeh AT 3R 3egerd 8|

They should not be Members of Parliament or Members of the Legislature of any State or Union
Territory, hold any other office of profit, be connected with any political party, or carry on any
business or pursue any profession.

3 wige, Bl Us a1 g afAd veer Y RUEHHT F TS, a1 & R 397 g u¥, et
TAfaF gof ¥ Faay, a1 fFd saqar a1 9F F Ha9d ¢l gt A1Rv|

Tenure and Service Conditions

FrF 3R qar ad

Term Duration: Initially, under the RTI Act of 2005, the CIC and ICs held office for a term of
five years or until they attained the age of 65 years, whichever was earlier.

However, the Right to Information (Amendment) Act, 2019 revised this provision, and the term is
now determined by the Central Government.

FRIGTT & 3 geT 7, RTI 3AAIH 2005 3 dgd, CIC 31 I1Cs T FRIeTT 9T 99 4T 65
a¥ AT Y aF (S o Tger §1) T il

Afehet RTI (FaersT) AT, 2019 & dgd 38 TN fFar ar 3% 319 FiaTe Fg TR
ganrr fauifa fhar S g

Salary and Allowances:

asr 3 s

e The Chief Information Commissioner receives a fixed pay of ¥2,50,000 per month.

HET FAAT AYFA H 22,50,000 Wi ATe T fAga IeT Herdr g
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¢ An Information Commissioner receives a fixed pay of 32,25,000 per month.

AT IGFA HT 32,25,000 9fe¥ A8 7 e aa= Herar g

If the CIC or ICs are receiving any pension from previous government service, their pay is
reduced by the amount of that pension.

IR CIC AT ICs A ggar Y WHRT VT ¥ FE T AT W g, O 3T ddT 39 YT i
TR T HA F >y I1ar g

Retirement from Parent Service: Upon appointment, if the CIC or ICs were serving in the
Central or State Government, they are deemed to have retired from that service with effect from
the date of their appointment.

o ¥ & Farfagh: FgFa & @87 IR CIC AT ICs Fg A1 ToT TR # Jar T @
g1, o 3¢ fagiFa i Y & 33 Jar § Qarfaga A= S g

Removal Procedures

gore A afhae

The President can remove the Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) or any Information
Commissioner (IC) under the following circumstances:

gyt fAefaf@a aRfEufaal & g gaar smgaa (CIC) ar fhdr sit gaar 3mgeFd (IC)
AREG S

* Proven Misbehavior or Incapacity: After an inquiry conducted by the Supreme Court, if
the Court reports that the CIC or IC should be removed on such grounds.

- Tl gedaer AT Ir&THAT: AT GNA FIE STRT N 378 5w o d1e; Ig RArE & Sired & fa CIc ar
IC Y 3H YR WX AT SATAT AT

» Specific Grounds for Removal:

- gere & faflrse amur:

o If adjudged insolvent.

o Ife TR b1 feanferar efle feharm s 81|

o Conviction of an offense involving moral turpitude.

o Ife Aaw gaer & Gafa fonelr 3rawrer 7 @Y s a2 8|

0 Engaging in any paid employment outside the duties of the office during the term.

0 FIRIHT o ERTeT HIATeIT o Fcredl o TeATaT fohdll AqTGFA FII H Holaol glall|
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o If deemed unfit to continue in office due to infirmity of mind or body.

o Iie AANF AT ATARAT Gaeral o HROUT UG W o1 g & AT Aol SV |

0 Acquiring financial or other interests that are likely to affect prejudicially official
functions.

oaﬁmmmmwﬁaﬁw%mmﬁmmﬁaﬁﬁaﬁﬁ
HHTIAT TGAT 8T

In cases of proven misbehavior or incapacity, the President may suspend the CIC or IC
during the inquiry.

Tetr gedagR o1 JH&THdT & HIHG A, ST F GRIT Iegyfer CIC AT IC FY fAefae oY Fevel B |

Powers and Functions

rfFaar iR FF

The CIC has several key responsibilities:

CIC &1 % Ageaqur fSFagRar g &

* Adjudication in Second Appeals: It addresses second appeals for information requests.

- gfaeli ardielt W v T gae st Hr gfad srdat & gersirar g

* Complaint Handling: It entertains complaints regarding the inability to file RTI requests,
directs record-keeping, and ensures suo motu disclosures.

- RIFRIT AR I8 RTI A aRR F¥a & Faaddr @ Fafd Rerat s goar 8, Rers
TG T G &t § 3R T gReraor §Afad e g

* Imposition of Penalties: The Commission can impose penalties on Public Information
Officers who fail to provide information without reasonable cause.

* &3 FEAT: AT 367 STef FAT ITURTRET T &3 o9 FaheT ¢ ST 34T FROT & Foar Sy
Yer #Xa # RAwd @ 8

* Monitoring and Reporting: It monitors the implementation of the RTI Act and prepares
annual reports on its functioning.

« e 3 Raiféer: o8 RTI siffaas & FRafeaaa 1 R Far § 3R sas st w
¥ REE IR F=ar gl

Recent Developments

grferaT A

* Amendments to the RTI Act: The Right to Information (Amendment) Act, 2019 brought
significant changes, including:
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- RTI 3rfafaer & waerer: gaam &1 3R (@) srfafaas, 2019 & Ageaqet alaed o,
Sietet enfaer &

o The tenure of the CIC and ICs is now determined by the Central Government, replacing
the earlier fixed five-year term.

0 CIC 3iR ICs &1 FRISIe 39 &g TSR garT AuiRe far Smar g, siafe uger Ig ara a¥ &
fafReae wrieTer &1 21|

o The salaries, allowances, and other service conditions are also determined by the
Central Government, removing the earlier equivalence to the Chief Election Commissioner
and Election Commissioners.

0 3oTeh! Ao, 811, 3N 31 AT aret 319 Fg TR g@rT freife i Sirel 8, fored 3¢ agel
e A& et 3mgerd 3R faTaer syl & qHAHeT g1 Al S|

These amendments have been a topic of debate among activists and stakeholders, with
concerns about the potential impact on the independence and autonomy of the
Commission.

ST Helera! T ot Friwart AR waft gall # 95w g3 &, TR sHE e i FacEar IR
TAIAAT T THIT IS Y TRIT SIaTS 315 ¢

e As of now, Heeralal Samariya is the Chief Information Commissioner of India.
o daY 2025 ceh, ERTAT ARARAT HRA & FET YT HYFA ¢ |
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India’s decision to cancel
transshipment facility won't
affect Bangladesh: official

|gs paper lI: India-Bangladesh |

DHAKA

Bangladesh interim go-
vernment’s Commerce Ad-
viser Sheikh Bashir Uddin
on Thursday said his coun-
try would not face any pro-
blems due to the cancella-
tion of trans-shipment
facilities by India and Dha-
ka would try to overcome
the situation on its own.

His remarks came a day
after India on Wednesday
announced the withdrawal
of the transshipment facili-
ty it had granted to Bangla-
desh for exporting various
items to West Asia, Europe
and various other coun-
tries, except Nepal and
Bhutan.

“Just yesterday, discus-
sions were held with busi-
ness representatives from
various sectors; even
buyers were present. We
will attempt to overcome

Sheikh Bashir Uddin

the crisis through our ar-
rangements,” Mr. Bashir
Uddin was quoted as say-
ing by the Bangla language
newspaper Prothom Alo.
He said Bangladesh was
working to ensure that
there was no deficiency in
competitiveness through
its capabilities.
“Commercial capacity
will be enhanced. Simulta-
neously, steps are being ta-
ken to ensure that there
are no shortcomings in

connectivity either,” he
said responding to ques-
tions from journalists.

Asked what measures
would be taken following
this development, Mr.
Bashir Uddin said: “There
are some issues related to
infrastructure while there
are some issues related to
increased costs — we are
working on these matters.
We are hopeful that the
challenges can be over-
come.”

Asked whether Bangla-
desh plans to send a formal
letter to India regarding
the cancellation, the Com-
merce Adviser said: “At
present, the matter of
sending a letter is not un-
der consideration.” “Since
the United States has sus-
pended additional tariffs
for three months, this pro-
vides an immediate relief
and allows time for further
discussions,” he added.

India’s decision to cancel transshipment facility won’t affect
Bangladesh: official

R & cRITAT Flaem teg Fa & Hua ¥ TG 9T W et
g3 fasr
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Bangladesh interim government’s Commerce Adviser Sheikh Bashir
Uddin on Thursday said his country would not face any problems due
to the cancellation of trans-shipment facilities by India and Dhaka
would try to overcome the situation on its own.

AT 1 HARA THR & TM0T FghR A TR 3edie A R Fi
FgT o 3R GaART -GS e g F3eT F 37d AU F FS TATAT 71
219t 3itx orhT 5 FRUfa ¥ g Agest &1 vIrw w3,

His remarks came a day after India on Wednesday announced the withdrawal of the
transshipment facility it had granted to Bangladesh for exporting various items to
West Asia, Europe and various other countries, except Nepal and Bhutan.

3eTeh STeT Ueh &1 1€ 3T ST R o AR $Y i Rqsie Giyem w1 araw aa i avon
1, ST FFemeer 1 afves TR, U 3R 3 geif (e srer 3R aere) 7 awqu T
e & forw & 975 |

“Just yesterday, discussions were held with business representatives from various
sectors; even buyers were present. We will attempt to overcome the crisis through our
arrangements,” Mr. Bashir Uddin was quoted as saying by the Bangla language
newspaper Prothom Alo.

TTET YT & HEAR 'TYN SMCAT & IER, T0R el o g, ‘8 el g Aot &3 &
IR FfafaAferdT & A2 =l g5; J7 ao o TleR 8ff 3ued &1 g e cHaea3it &
HATEIH § 57 Fohe I A9e &1 9Ig iar|”

He said Bangladesh was working to ensure that there was no deficiency in
competitiveness through its capabilities.

3giol gl Toh ATETRRT TG FiATEd et & Tl 1o T 6T § o 3qehT gfereaeicramar &
FIS FHT o 3T

“Commercial capacity will be enhanced. Simultaneously, steps are being taken to
ensure that there are no shortcomings in connectivity either,” he said responding to
guestions from journalists.

3ogiol UFhRT & FaTell & STaTd H hgl, “aiforfode &THdT T SSr—IT S| a1 &) I8
GIATEIT el o Tl heH 3BT ST TG © o Fartareract # off 1S el 77 @1
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e Asked what measures would be taken following this development, Mr. Bashir Uddin said:
“There are some issues related to infrastructure while there are some issues related to
increased costs — we are working on these matters. We are hopeful that the
challenges can be overcome.”

ST 378 Yo7 I o 38 Taehrd & e 74T hed 3310 Sreat, dt 9 3edl o gl “Fo
Heg FTPREFR A 3 €, STafeh o Tgcll AT T — §H o7 Heal I HIH A ¢ &1 64
371 € o galfat ox @1 o S wehar 17

o Asked whether Bangladesh plans to send a formal letter to India regarding the
cancellation, the Commerce Adviser said: “At present, the matter of sending a letter is
not under consideration.”

SIS 38 YBT IAT foh AT AT SH ICETHIUT & HIE 7 HRA i 3R aF Aol i
TISTAT F=AT TGT &, AT aAT0IT HellgehR o gl “ThergTel O fsiel T Hear faarredie oTgi g1

e “Since the United States has suspended additional tariffs for three months, this
provides an immediate relief and allows time for further discussions,” he added.

37giot 3T hgT: “Tioh WIF T HANFT o oot 7 & forw rfafiaa TRe A wufa wx
T &, =09 doeprer g e § 31X 3mY i 7= & fore gwg Ao &1
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Centre to pay more
for PM-POSHAN
scheme in schools

GS Paper II:
1Government Scheme

NEW DELHI

The material cost for cook-
ing hot meals in schools
under the PM-POSHAN
scheme has been en-
hanced by 9.5%, consider-
ing the inflation index,
causing an additional cost
of ¥954 crore to the exche-
quer in the financial year
2025-26, the Education Mi-
nistry said in a statement
on Thursday.

In Bal Vatikas and prim-
ary schools, the daily mate-
rial cost for a student will
be raised from %6.19 to
¥6.78 from May 1, and in
upper primary schools,
from %9.29 to %10.17.

“These rates of material
cost are the minimum
mandatory rates, however,
States/UTs [Union Territo-
ries] are free to contribute
more than their prescribed
share, as some States/UTs
have been contributing
more than their minimum
mandatory share from
their own resources for
providing meals with aug-
mented nutrition under
the PM POSHAN Scheme,”
the Ministry said.

Bal Vatika and primary
students are provided 20
gm of pulses, 50 gm of ve-
getables and 5 gm of oil,
while upper primary stu-
dents need 30 gm, 75 gm,
and 7.5 gm, respectively.

The Centrally spon-

States are free to contribute
more than their prescribed
share, the Ministry said.

sored scheme serves one
hot-cooked meal to 11.2
crore students studying in
Bal Vatikas and from Class-
es 1 to 8 in 10.36 lakh go-
vernment and aided
schools on all school-days.
The scheme aims at pro-
viding nutritional support
and enhancing school par-
ticipation of students.

The Centre also pro-
vides about 26 lakh tonnes
of foodgrains through the
Food Corporation of India.
It bears 100% cost of food-
grains, including subsidy
of approximately 9,000
crore a year, and 100%
transportation cost from
the FCI depot to schools.
The per-meal cost, after
adding all components in-
cluding food grains cost,
comes to approximately
%1213 for Bal Vatika and
primary classes and 17.62
for upper primary.

Centre to pay more for PM-POSHAN
scheme in schools

el A FeA-ayor Jierer & foe &g sfow
3T Y

The material cost for cooking hot meals in
schools under the PM-POSHAN scheme has
been enhanced by 9.5%, considering the
inflation index, causing an additional cost of
¥954 crore to the exchequer in the financial
year 2025-26, the Education Ministry said in a
statement on Thursday.

el # NOH-GIOT JISTT F Te I HSTe Thlet
$Y YA AT FT HZERI TARTF Y A1 &
TG gU 9.5% goraT a1 ¥, foaw e a¥ 2025-26
A GIPNI @A W 2954 FS T TR aisr
Y37, TE SATTHRY AL HATT F TR HY Th
cpc

e InBal Vatikas and primary schools, the daily material
cost per student will be raised from ¥6.19 to ¥6.78 from May
1, and in upper primary schools, from ¥9.29 to ¥10.17.

aTer aifeat AR wrafAw gt 7 ufa o e el aee
P 1 A T T6.19 W FTHT 26.78 FX fear sirwam, 31k 3=

wTafAe Rgareat 7 Ig 29.29 § qgr& 210.17 & &1 AT

o “These rates of material cost are the minimum mandatory rates, however, States/UTs
are free to contribute more than their prescribed share,” the Ministry said.

FATST oY g, “Y WA ARTT Y eI Jrfaard & &, grelife Tsa/dhg enfae waer 3r9e
RuTRa e @ 310 Ae= & & v Taa7 &1
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“‘Some States/UTs have been contributing more than their minimum mandatory share
from their own resources for providing meals with augmented nutrition under the PM
POSHAN Scheme,” the Ministry added.

HIATT o 37T gl foh T Usa/hg MTAT gerer froar Aot st & dgd geg 99T &
1Y 15Tl el hiet o ToIT 3T T & WHEAT § 3790 geTad Afaard frderd &
3T ATeT & @ &

Bal Vatika and primary students are provided 20 gm of pulses, 50 gm of vegetables
and 5 gm of oil, while upper primary students need 30 gm, 75 gm, and 7.5 gm,
respectively.

arer aifeer 31 WU faAe ST 1 20 I gTel, 50 I Fieoram 311 5 A9 a« e Srar &,
et 3o TS BE) &1 HH: 30 AH, 75 AT, 3T 7.5 I HI 3192THdr giar g1

The Centrally sponsored scheme serves one hot-cooked meal to 11.2 crore
students studying in Bal Vatikas and from Classes 1 to 8 in 10.36 lakh government
and aided schools on all school-days.

I FET ST ST 11.2 F0T STAT I, ST d1er a1fear 3T F&7T 1 & 8 deh 10.36 @
SN AR FETaraT 9red THel H Ied €, Tl TRhel forwil 7 T I aohT g3t ST e
gl

The scheme aims at providing nutritional support and enhancing school participation
of students.

SH TTSTelT hl 3652 BTAT el NYUT Heeft FHLAT TeTeT el 3R 3eTeh! Fhet ATEGRY 1
I B

The Centre also provides about 26 lakh tonnes of foodgrains through the Food
Corporation of India (FCI).

&g RN AT WIET A (FCI) & ATETH 8 SRTHIT 26 AT & WighTesT Y 3TcTstl
AT &

It bears 100% cost of foodgrains, including subsidy of approximately ¥9,000 crore a
year, and 100% transportation cost from the FCI depot to schools.

g WIghTeT A 100% AT9Td, fSE# a1ers1er €9,000 FU3 iy a¥ r @fewst enfae g, 3k
THHINTS 39T @ Tl aF aRager FY 100% AT TgeT Ll ¢
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e The per-meal cost, after adding all components including foodgrains cost, comes to
approximately ¥12.13 for Bal Vatika and primary classes and ¥17.62 for upper

primary.

gt gehl, T Giediest drTd 8 afAe 8, Y Shsa & d1g 9fa HioTe dAeTa oersteT
¥12.13 (aTer arfear 3k wrafaes wamait) 31k 217.62 (350 wiaf@As) 3 &1

SC judgment on T.N. Governor
addresses a Constitutional silence

GS Paper ll:

Parliament
NEWS ANALYSI

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court’s dea-
dlines for Governors to de-
cide the fate of Bills sent to
them for assent is a bid to
plug a “Constitutional si-
lence”. The text of the Con-
stitution does not specify
any time limits for Gover-
nors. This had led Gover-
nors in multiple non-BJP-
ruled States to sit on Bills.

‘Real power”’

The situation had pre-
vailed despite a November
2023 Supreme Court order
in State of Punjab versus
Principal Secretary to the
Governor of Punjab that
“real power vests with the
elected representatives of
the people in a parliamen-
tary form of democracy.

The Governor, as an ap-
pointee of the President, is
a titular head of the State”.

The governments of
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Punjab and Kerala had
continued to accuse their
Governors of behaving like
“political rivals”.

On April 8, a Bench of
Justices J.B. Pardiwala and
R. Mahadevan declared
that failure by Governors
to comply with its maxi-
mum time limit of three
months, if they want to
withhold assent or reserve

Bills for the consideration
of the President, would in-
vite judicial action.

With this, the April 8
judgment has gone a step
further from earlier deci-
sions of the court which
had only cajoled Gover-
nors to act within a “rea-
sonable time”.

A week before this judg-
ment in the Tamil Nadu
Governor case, the Su-
preme Court had made
stern remarks against
another Constitutional si-
lence which has facilitated
Speakers to delay deci-
sions in disqualification
proceedings under the an-
ti-defection law.

The remarks came from
a Bench headed by Justice
B.R. Gavai on April 3, while
reserving judgment on ap-
peals challenging the
months-long delay shown
by the Telangana Speaker
to decide disqualification

petitions filed under the
anti-defection law (Tenth
Schedule of the Constitu-
tion) against 10 BRS MLAs
who had shifted to the rul-
ing Congress in the State.

Specific time periods
Justice Gavai said the court
would fix “specific time pe-
riods” for Speakers, or dis-
qualification petitions may
end up in the “dustbins”
and the Tenth Schedule
would be reduced to a
mockery.

The Bench had referred
to a 2020 judgment of the
Supreme Court in the
Keshab  Meghachandra
Singh case in which it had
said disqualification peti-
tions under the Tenth
Schedule ought to be de-
cided by Speakers within
three months.

This has largely been
followed by Speakers in
breach so far.

SC judgment on T.N. Governor addresses a Constitutional
silence

affieTs & Tsadrer W YA FIE F1 hwar oF wderfas godt H
HeIfdT AT e
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e The Supreme Court’s deadlines for Governors to decide the fate of Bills sent to them
for assent is a bid to plug a “Constitutional silence”.

A FIE ST ASIUTAT o TTT 3eTeh U HeJAIGeT & A 7T 7t ) 0T ot
A HIAT TI AT, Toh " HIeTieres Jof* T g7 el T T &

e The text of the Constitution does not specify any time limits for Governors.

YT & gTaumat J TSt & o R o gH T AT 37 Seor AgT B

e This had led Governors in multiple non-BJP-ruled States to sit on Bills.

TS HROT F3 AT-A1T9T MIAT T4t T Tsqurelt o FYIHY 1 Ak @

e The situation had prevailed despite a November 2023 Supreme Court order in State of
Punjab versus Principal Secretary to the Governor of Punjab that “real power vests
with the elected representatives of the people”.

Ig Teufa aa Y S0 WY I sde¥ 2023 ﬁ'{@ﬁﬁéﬁ AT I5F FoATH G 3 TGl
& GHE AT HIFS H el & " aeafas afFa sierar & faifa sfafafeat & aw e 3 |

e The Court said the Governor, as an appointee of the President, is a titular head of the
State.

3T o &gl 3 TsaaTer, St Isgafer gaRT g 21 §, To & AAE Y@ g1 ¢ |

e The governments of West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Punjab and Kerala had continued to
accuse their Governors of behaving like “political rivals”.

qfREe Forer, afAeeTg, getre 3R e T FHR AR 39 TeFITal T " TTaltias
yfagaedl" $T g cTaER Fe HT IRIT AT @ 8 |

e On April 8, aBench of Justices J.B. Pardiwala and R. Mahadevan declared that
failure by Governors to comply with its maximum time limit of three months, if they
want to withhold assent or reserve Bills for the consideration of the President, would
invite judicial action.

8 3riter ! FAHf Y. aREaTe AR IR, AT H o A a1 6 Al Teararer e
HEA $T SfAFaH TAT WAT & S IrqAIGeT Vet A7 AT i bt vgafa & Bramrd
&I TG =g & 3R AT el A 3BT Tl 8, ol 37 R 1A FIETE &1 el ¢ |
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e With this, the April 8 judgment has gone a step further from earlier decisions of the
court which had only cajoled Governors to act within a “reasonable time”.

sﬂw,smaxmﬁﬁaﬁﬁmﬁﬁwmmaﬁ?,aﬁﬁ#mﬁ
“ITRT AT F TR I & TAT a7 37 4T, 379 3 A1 AF ST F seoT A g

o A week before this judgment in the Tamil Nadu Governor case, the Supreme Court
had made stern remarks against another Constitutional silence which has facilitated
Speakers to delay decisions in disqualification proceedings under the anti-defection
law.

dffreaTg TeadTe AT A 50 hare! A Teh Gedlg Uge, YHIH HIE o Ueh 37 wautfas
ol o &3t feoqolt i, St TRERT T EoT-aEe Fiefet & AT AT HIAATE A H0TT el
& A Hr ge g B

e The remarks came from a Bench headed by Justice B.R. Gavai on April 3, while
reserving judgment on appeals challenging the months-long delay shown by the
Telangana Speaker in deciding disqualification petitions filed under the Tenth
Schedule of the Constitution.

I feoqolt 3 srdter 1 =R .37 7S i 3regarar arel 9o A IS, I 3egie deane
farerrerarsi srearat g qwdt SR & T SR 3rATAdT AR W 3§ AT H &h
Y Gl ot arell 37diell 9 ooty Fefara |

e The petitions were against 10 BRS MLAs who had shifted to the ruling Congress in
the State.

I YITAHIT T & 10 3R et & Word oAf S aarve F1EW 7 Ao & 1w I

e Justice Gavai said the court would fix “specific time periods” for Speakers, or else
disqualification petitions may end up in the “dustbins” and the Tenth Schedule
would be reduced to a mockery.

A TS A Fa1 f 3rerera T & fo - faflrse waa WaAr a3 S, s
I JIAFHTC "FaX F A ST Fehcll § 3R Gwelt I FATH T @ et

e The Bench had referred to a 2020 judgment of the Supreme Court in the Keshab
Meghachandra Singh case in which it had said disqualification petitions under the
Tenth Schedule ought to be decided by Speakers within three months.

58 e o AT FIE & 3977 ATy B ATH H U 1T 2020 & Hwwar 1 garer e,
Toraa shgT arar ot fob qwdl 3refqet & dgd raegar w13 ) Fw i die 7 &7
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e This has largely been followed by Speakers in breach so far.

HT % T garT §6 e 1 3eerae &1 31f0® qar R gl
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The issue wzth delimitation’s population-based process

|GS Paper II: Delimitation

elimitation, enshrined in Articles 82
and 170 of the Constitution of India,
has stirred unprecedented passions
that have taken shape in both serious
and ludicrous ways. The serious ones stem from
what the Constitution provides and its possible
implications if implemented as provided. The
ludicrous ones include calls by some who are
asking people to ‘multiply’ rapidly to deal with
the fear of being outnumbered.

As passions run high, there is a need to look at
the issues dispassionately. Ironically, those who
had hitherto accused the government of flouting
constitutional principles, now want that the
government does not act in accordance with the
Constitution. Are the ‘protectors of the
Constitution’ chasing their tail in asking for the
‘freezing’ or ‘postponing’ the delimitation
exercise for sound reasons?

The Constitution provides that “upon the
completion of each census, the allocation of seats
in the House of the People to the States and the
division of each State into territorial
constituencies shall be readjusted”. A similar
provision exists for the Vidhan Sabhas. Through
the 42nd and subsequent amendments, this
‘readjustment’ was deferred till 2026. The Census
after that will be the basis of any future
delimitation, which has also caused much
apprehension in the southern States. There is
little evidence to justify their apprehensions but
there is no reason to dismiss their fear.

There is heated debate, justifiably so, on the
principle of population proportionality and
federalism and whether any principle enshrined
in the Constitution should be used to undermine
the other. It is clear that a mathematical approach
to delimitation and allocation of seats based on
population alone will benefit States where
population growth has been faster than the rest.

Data from the past and trends
The data published by the Election Commission
of India show that in the first general election in
1951-52 there were 489 Lok Sabha seats; 494 in
1957, and 520 in 1967 (as per the Delimitation
Commission’s Report of March 21, 1963 based on
the 1961 Census). Thirty-one seats were added
and five reduced from the previous election.
Andhra Pradesh went down from 43 to 41,
Madras, 41 to 39, and Uttar Pradesh, 86 to 85.
Assam, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Kerala, Mysore,
Rajasthan, West Bengal, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh
made gains. Besides, seats were added in new
States such as Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir,
Nagaland, Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Chandigarh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Goa,
Daman and Diu, Lakshadweep and Pondicherry.
In the 1971 Lok Sabha election, two seats were
reduced in Himachal Pradesh bringing the total to
518. In the 1977 election, 24 seats were added,
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The focus
needs to shift
to what it
means to
‘represent’ a
constituency
and steps such
as
strengthening
the third tier of
elected bodies

taking the number to 542. Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Karnataka (erstwhile Mysore), Orissa, Rajasthan,
West Bengal and Haryana made gains, and new
States such as Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, and Mizoram got additional seats.
Daman and Diu was allotted a separate seat much
later to take the total to 543 — which is the
current strength of the Lok Sabha based on the
1971 Census.

‘What needs to be considered

An analysis of these trends suggests that any
debate on delimitation must consider three
issues: the principle of population as the basis of
allocation of seats; the impact of public policy on
the population criterion, and the ‘representative’
hue of those who are elected.

The increase in the number of seats between
1951 and 2004, determined by the Delimitation
Commissions, contains no formula for the ideal
population that a Lok Sabha/Vidhan Sabhas
member should represent. If the population is
divided by the number of Lok Sabha/Vidhan
Sabhas seats, the average goes up from 7.32 lakh
per seat in 1951 to about 8.70 lakh in 1967, and
10.10 lakh in 1977. In 2024, this is about 27 lakh
per Lok Sabha seat. Similarly, the number of
Vidhan Sabha seats have increased from 3,283 in
1951-52 to 4,123 in 2024, tripling the average
population that a Vidhan Sabhas member
represents. Going by the nearly 98 crore electors
in the 2024 general election election, each
Member of Parliament on an average represented
about 18 lakh electors; Lakshadweep had 57,760
electors and Malkajgiri 29.5 lakh.

This shows that while population was chosen
as the primary principle of representation, it has
not been followed without accommodating other
concerns such as geographical contiguity and
political boundaries. The Census-based
population criterion was the only basis that had
no qualifications attached, unlike in the past
where voting rights were based on religion and
educational background. It was the simplest
criterion to ensure universal franchise and one
vote, one value. Is the criterion so sacred that it
does not permit any adjustment based on current
circumstances to avoid fissures in our polity,
creating distortions in the representative federal
character of the Parliament, and the feeling of
regional injustice? After all, the Finance
Commission, set up every five years, keeps
modifying its criteria for financial allocation and
devolution based on changing reality, regional
aspirations and national priorities.

The question that also needs to be debated is
this: “what does it mean to ‘represent’ a
constituency”? The Lok Sabha/Vidhan Sabhas are
essentially law-making bodies and the
representative weight of the elected person does

not change because of the number of people in
the constituency. Also, the constituency size does
not influence the other functions that elected
representatives perform — namely asking
questions or being a part of various House
committees. There are no surveys to show that a
smaller constituency is better represented than a
larger one. For example, let us evaluate how the
people of the tenth parliament constituency
created in Haryana in 1977, or the Daman and Diu
constituency benefited because of having a
Member of Parliament represent them in the Lok
Sabha? Or whether in Haryana, Narnaul
Assembly segment with 1.6 lakh voters is better
served by its elected representative than
Badshahpur with 5.2 lakh electors. In the
first-past-the-post system, numerical strength of
the constituency is immaterial to
‘representativeness’. Moreover, how many times
do citizens need the Lok Sabha/Vidhan Sabha
representative to deal with day-to-day problems?
Strengthening the third tier of elected bodies may
be more meaningful for democracy, and
devolution of authority to local bodies, a more
effective measure of improving governance than
clamouring for more seats adhering to the “fetish’
of population-based representation in elected
Houses.

A primary criterion that needs moderation
The importance of population as the primary
criterion needs moderation because the
population control policy was promoted by the
central government. There may not be another
parallel policy, the outcome of which is used to
the detriment of the performer. Perhaps, there is
aneed to use a deflator that can moderate the
benefit that States might derive on account of
higher population. As real GDP growth is
determined by adjusting nominal growth for
inflation, we need to think of a divisor that will
neutralise the unintended gain due to population
growth. For example, if we calculate the number
of seats that the Lok Sabha should have on the
basis of the 10.10 lakh average for the 1977
election of 543 seats, we might get about 1,440
seats as per the estimated population of 2024. But
if this number is divided by the national total
fertility rate (TFR, the single significant factor that
is proportional to population growth) for 2024,
this might reduce to about 680 seats. Since
State-level TFR data is available, this can be
applied to every State for moderating its
population growth figures. Experts may suggest a
more sophisticated formula.

A Parliament that can debate constitutional
amendments aimed merely to achieve managerial
efficiency in conducting elections, can certainly
debate ways in which the structural political
imbalance inherent in the population-based
delimitation of constituencies can be managed.

The issue with delimitation’s population-based process

SraEar-Jraie aRdierer ufthar & s waen

The focus needs to shift to what it means to ‘represent’ a
constituency and steps such as strengthening the third tier of elected

bodies.

I TN 3H 910 W 71 & A § 5 ey &7 &1 'afafafca aeaa & 74
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BT § 3 S FgA Io & TRWA ¢, A & fra w3 i Aaifaa aemsi

FY JUAFT HIATI

o Delimitation, enshrined in Articles 82 and 170 of the Constitution of India, has stirred
unprecedented passions that have taken shape in both serious and ludicrous ways.

HRA & G F 3785 82 3R 170 7 AR IR 7 3r3(aq@ Ha=wenes gfafmard
der 1 &, S el 1efiT i amefy gregTede St 7 HE 3TS |

e The serious ones stem from what the Constitution provides and its possible implications
if implemented as provided.

TR gfAforard Gfaers S graurst @ 3cde=T g & 3R Ife 38 e v Sme at 37
TATfad gsTal Sl T &

e The ludicrous ones include calls by some who are asking people to ‘multiply’ rapidly to
deal with the fear of being outnumbered.

FTEITEYE, FfAfRaTat 3 Fo oot enfier § S et & &g W § 6 F Aol & Ferwear qe1g,
aIfeh FEATcA® T A Rasa & 5T 1 e Far &1 ao |

e As passions run high, there is a need to look at the issues dispassionately.

SIS HTGATY 3Tl I &1, e ST glchl ¢ foh Hegl &1 frsuat &7 & @ S|

e lronically, those who had hitherto accused the government of flouting constitutional
principles, now want that the government does not act in accordance with the
Constitution.

fagestr I8 & o S &9T 319 deh TR ) gaunfas RgHial & Ieerest ol 30T o9 3,
319 &1 °TEd ¢ o TehR WA & 3eTuR 1 7 X

o Are the ‘protectors of the Constitution’ chasing their tail in asking for the ‘freezing’ or
‘postponing’ the delimitation exercise for sound reasons?

1 ‘wfener & vare aREwer aftear st wafaa ar frer w3 6 AT w2 ge 39e dnf &
foRremsma AT R W E?
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e The Constitution provides that “upon the completion of each census, the allocation of
seats in the House of the People to the States and the division of each State into
territorial constituencies shall be readjusted”.

AfaEne & Waee § foh & AT & o1, AHTAT H ToAT & AT el 1 3rged iR &
U & a1 fovaeret & T qer: WATASTe foharm Siream|

e A similar provision exists for the Vidhan Sabhas.

Remawamsit & faw off s At 1 yrau g1

e Through the 42nd and subsequent amendments, this ‘readjustment’ was deferred {ill
2026.

428 31 30F a1E & WAL F ATIH W $H 'IoT: FARIIST &1 2026 T TR T fear
T T

e The Census after that will be the basis of any future delimitation, which has also
caused much apprehension in the southern States.

3% S1C T FATIMOTAT TR 3 3T IRAHT &7 3R Fa19h, foay gfayoft T=at & 1y
mmtrﬁag‘é’%l

e There is little evidence to justify their apprehensions but there is no reason to dismiss
their fear.

3oTehT MTRIIHT T ALY SERTA o [T TG FH HIEH &, AAfehe 3e7oh ST T I G APRA BT
oY F15 FROT A& &

e There is heated debate, justifiably so, on the principle of population proportionality
and federalism and whether any principle enshrined in the Constitution should be used
to undermine the other.

FAHEIT & AT AR Felar & RAeyid & 3R &9 § I#ATRA 7697 7 T &, IR e
o = & o oFar HiaureT 7 AR IS T gy gav 1 FHASN S & fov gedATe
foram ST Tnfe |

e ltis clear that a mathematical approach to delimitation and allocation of seats based on
population alone will benefit States where population growth has been faster than
the rest.
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Ig Tse ¢ fop 3o g AT 31 Hiel &1 37deT Shadl TAWEAT U TR IVHIcH S
a0 T fora 91T, Y SHY 3T Ul Y AT I TR AAREAT JaT AT W

Data from the past and trends

i d & 33 3R T

e The data published by the Election Commission of India show that in the first general
election in 1951-52, there were 489 Lok Sabha seats.

R & AT AT SART T 37Tehs il & foh 1951-52 F Tgal 3T IoA1d H Alhast
#$r 489 T off|

e 494 in 1957, and 520 in 1967 (as per the Delimitation Commission’s Report of March
21, 1963 based on the 1961 Census).

1957 # 494 3R 1967 & 520 HIE At (21 AT 1963 F¥ TRHAT AT A RUKE o 3R,
ST 1961 Y SAIOTAT IR TRt oY) |

e Thirty-one seats were added and five reduced from the previous election.

o GATa 1 Jolalt 7 31 HIE AP 715 3N 5 wers 71|

e Andhra Pradesh went down from 43 to 41, Madras, 41 to 39, and Uttar Pradesh, 86
to 85.

3T g&er T W 43 W gEHT 41, AGT 1 41 T 39, 3T 3o 72T 1 86 T 85 & S|

¢ Assam, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Kerala, Mysore, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Delhi,
Himachal Pradesh made gains.

IAHA, AGRISE, ISR, I, AGY, ToredTeT, Gfves Famer, Reeh, ewmere wder &1 dei 7
el el

o Besides, seats were added in new States such as Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir,
Nagaland, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Chandigarh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli,
Goa, Daman and Diu, Lakshadweep and Pondicherry.

gTE 3T IR gaelt, MaT, gaAa 3R e, daredi 3R TS S av asl & € i 1)
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In the 1971 Lok Sabha election, two seats were reduced in Himachal Pradesh,
bringing the total to 518.

1971 & SHaeT gara A v v & 2 @ gerd 7€, o ad el @i 518 g1 TS|

In the 1977 election, 24 seats were added, taking the number to 542.
1977 & FoT1a # 24 e P 715, o7 HEAT gt 542 81 TS|

Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka
(erstwhile Mysore), Orissa, Rajasthan, West Bengal and Haryana made gains.

3Ter g3er, BN, AERISE, JIHIA, HFIA, HET T, Fetres (@ # AYY), 3947, ToredT,
ufRgs semer 3R ghamom @ diet 7 serad Fe|

New States such as Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, and Mizoram got
additional seats.

RAFFA, Fomad 92T, Aurerd 31N ASRA S8 v T=A) &1 FfaRea e A

Daman and Diu was allotted a separate seat much later to take the total to 543 —
which is the current strength of the Lok Sabha based on the 1971 Census.

a1 7 gt AR &1T 1 va e We & a1, T For HEar 543 g1 1S — S R 1971 Hy
STSTITOTSAT & 3T T aaATeT o1haaT F HieY f §E&ar 2|

What needs to be considered

fopeT aTa W AR FI3T ITaRIAF &

An analysis of these trends suggests that any debate on delimitation must consider
three issues: the principle of population as the basis of allocation of seats; the impact
of public policy on the population criterion, and the ‘representative’ hue of those who
are elected.

T TSIl & TARRIYOT & T <etell & fob aRefierer oX fondll ot a5 # ot el W famr
g1 IR TIT 3MTaeeT & TR & §q H TAHEAT HT AU, STAHEAT AlIEs W Adbaiifer
1 9919, 3R FaTa ufafafat 1 g f@carcas @er|

The increase in the number of seats between 1951 and 2004, determined by the
Delimitation Commissions, contains no formula for the ideal population that a Lok
Sabha/Vidhan Sabha member should represent.
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1951 @ 2004 & el R 3TN ganT feiRe et & gefer # Ig AuTRd e @
IS TA 1 ¢ T ol Aemwen/ Aemsrwe Heeg 1 fohdet 3meel Sewear &1 yfafafeea
AT AT

o If the population is divided by the number of Lok Sabha/Vidhan Sabha seats, the
average goes up from 7.32 lakh per seat in 1951 to about 8.70 lakh in 1967, and 10.10
lakh in 1977.

I TAGEAT ! AR/ RAeawHT et Hr gear @ fFaiaa faar sme, ar gfa @e 3iaa
1951 H 7.32 AT A I 1967 H S9THT 8.70 o, 3i¥ 1977 H 10.10 &g & ST ¢

e In 2024, this is about 27 lakh per Lok Sabha seat.
2024 #, Tg 37haT YTl ARHHT TIT SN 27 AT g

o Similarly, the number of Vidhan Sabha seats has increased from 3,283 in 1951-52 to
4,123 in 2024, tripling the average population that a Vidhan Sabha member represents.

4T g, frumawe det $r TEar 1951-52 & 3,283 ¥ sigaT 2024 H 4,123 g1 718 &, forad
Ueh ftrerae HeEd gan wfafaftiea & St arel ied Steraear diet a8t 7S B

e Going by the nearly 98 crore electors in the 2024 general election, each Member of
Parliament on an average represented about 18 lakh electors.

2024 % 3TH AT H ¢ITIT 98 FT A3 & GATT T, & ARG HAceT sIrsiar 18
A Aaarant 1 gfafAftcs s g |

e Lakshadweep had 57,760 electors and Malkajgiri had 29.5 lakh electors.
&I #H 57,760 AAGTAT & 3R AFHSRY H 29.5 A& Aderdr U
Rethinking Population-Based Representation
FAHET-HraRe yfafafics w g@fdar
e This shows that while population was chosen as the primary principle of representation,

it has not been followed without accommodating other concerns such as geographical
contiguity and political boundaries.

Ig e § & aeaf serwean it gfafafica @1 Jeg 3R g1 7 a1, 5 s sd
sitanfere Fataar 3R Tsrefaes damsit St s I 1 e 7 W 9 781 o=
|
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e The Census-based population criterion was the only basis that had no qualifications
attached, unlike in the past where voting rights were based on religion and
educational background.

STTITOTAT- TR STTHEAT ATIES & UhATT TR AT 'SgH IS o1 oTer o, Siafer 37da
7 AaRER w9 3R dftve geafar o1 smnRa g

o It was the simplest criterion to ensure universal franchise and one vote, one value.

Ig raeifas AafaeR 3R v 74, T Hea AR e T Tad T ATES AT

e Is the criterion so sacred that it does not permit any adjustment based on current
circumstances to avoid fissures in our polity, creating distortions in the
representative federal character of the Parliament, and the feeling of regional
injustice?

FIT Ug ATAGS ST ITaT & Toh Ig Tt IRTEATAAT & ITUR IR FIg Y TATIISTT et
1 I1TAT FET ST, aTfeh FARY Tteifara yorrelt 7 fasmrerer, dde & wei wfafaftea wawa
# fagpfar, 3 el sreamr < straerr & s ST Hah

o After all, the Finance Commission, set up every five years, keeps modifying its criteria
for financial allocation and devolution based on changing reality, regional
aspirations, and national priorities.

3SR, & 9= |1l & a1fdd g1y arel fae 3maer, R amraeet 3R fadhdieor & 3ma
HATICST T ageld! arEatashdT, & 3mehiaait, 3R TS grafAwarst & 3TUR 9T seodr
@ &

e The question that also needs to be debated is this: “what does it mean to ‘represent’ a
constituency”?

9 92 R 989 FI S A1feT a8 I8 & “Ue faarae a7 &1 yfafaffca saraeaa &

e The Lok Sabha/Vidhan Sabhas are essentially law-making bodies and the
representative weight of the elected person does not change because of the number
of people in the constituency.

AFEHT/ AUTAHHTT FTdT: FTeleT a1 aTell FEUT § AR R fvaifaa cafed
gfafaflcg 7R FaTaeT &5 & A Y F&AT & FROT ST SeoldT|
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e Also, the constituency size does not influence the other functions that elected

representatives perform — namely asking questions or being a part of various House
committees.

b 3TclTaT, faTdeT &9 T THR 37 3T HIAT I AT Ael HIAT SiF [AaTrad Afafarer
A & — I WReT Y@t 1 Tafdiest wadrr wfafaat & feewr o)

e There are no surveys to show that a smaller constituency is better represented than a
larger one.

IS WIETOT IucTs 1gt & ST Ig fe@mT foh e oer atae & fFd 92 819 ¥ 9k
EIGIGIERCRIGIES!

o For example, let us evaluate how the people of the tenth parliament constituency
created in Haryana in 1977, or the Daman and Diu constituency benefited because of
having a Member of Parliament represent them in the Lok Sabha?

30T & iU, g Hedishet Y [ gRATOM 7 1977 F F=TC 71T G0/ FHQT &7 AT GHA
3R & foaTae &1 & ST Sehas T H |ieg ganr afafafted o & 9 emenfead gu?

e Orwhether in Haryana, Narnaul Assembly segment with 1.6 lakh voters is better
served by its elected representative than Badshahpur with 5.2 lakh electors.

1 T RO A, AREter Rremerws &7, [SE 1.6 9@ AT &, 47 e, o
5.2 TG HAGTAT &, 1 Jololl 7 S {al Yol Il 52

e Inthe first-past-the-post system, numerical strength of the constituency is
immaterial to ‘representativeness’.

FEE-IREE-S-9IFE YoITell H, AT 817 & F&dieAs affa ‘gfafaftca & fov Agcadla
g gl

o Moreover, how many times do citizens need the Lok Sabha/Vidhan Sabha
representative to deal with day-to-day problems?

ST 37T, AFTRET I 310 Ahas/RAuaTsT yfafaf®r & frdel sR e gaeamsit &
&l ¥l & ToIT 3TaTSaT gldT 87

e Strengthening the third tier of elected bodies may be more meaningful for democracy,
and devolution of authority to local bodies, a more effective measure of improving
governance than clamouring for more seats adhering to the ‘fetish’ of population-
based representation in elected Houses.
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3R i fawrat Y 3rfwRT F1 o, g= v deet # Saaer-araRd
wfafaflrea & amarg &1 Jorel # AT GURS 1 37f0F THTd 39 g ol B

A primary criterion that needs moderation

U HEY Algs fOd Ffrd HiTa A Araegher g

The importance of population as the primary criterion needs moderation because the
population control policy was promoted by the central government.

FAHEAT T HET ATICS o & H Aol & Hged hl HJferd el hl HTTLThell § Fifh
STAHEAT fAFF0T Aifr I Fg THER GaRT FicdTied fhar I 47|

There may not be another parallel policy, the outcome of which is used to the detriment
of the performer.

TS ET 1S GAY TATS ATt &Y, Foreeh TRUTe T 39IeT Aifer Ft Feaards ARy F3a
AT & THATT & & & fohar ST 87|

Perhaps, there is a need to use a deflator that can moderate the benefit that States
might derive on account of higher population.

IS, Teh AT T TTThdT & I HTF FTAGEIT & FRUT AT I gleT dTel oITH &Y
A X b

As real GDP growth is determined by adjusting nominal growth for inflation, we need
to think of a divisor that will neutralise the unintended gain due to population growth.

oI arEatas St gefr o1 Ferehifa & fov afas geftr o T e AT Sirar
g, 99 &1 &3 Ush gIaRa (divisor) & aR A AT AT Sl 16 EAT g&ftr 9 giel arel
3TTETE ST Y TIfoicl Y Heh|

For example, if we calculate the number of seats that the Lok Sabha should have on the
basis of the 10.10 lakh average for the 1977 election of 543 seats, we might get about
1,440 seats as per the estimated population of 2024.

3eTexvT & foT, afe g3 1977 & gol1a & 543 Hiel & fAv 10.10 o1& 1 34T & 3MUR R
e i et H Fear Farer, dr 2024 F AT FTAEEAT & 3TAR Tg FEAT efaTstar
1,440 W g GhdT g
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o But if this number is divided by the national total fertility rate (TFR) for 2024, this might
reduce to about 680 seats.

ifeheT afe 38 dar @l 2024 F fAT T Fer wotetar & (TFR) & fasiord foham s, ar
g TET TTHhT oI9TH3T 680 HIE Ig Thall ¢

o Since State-level TFR data is available, this can be applied to every State for
moderating its population growth figures.

Yfeh TT-FaT TFR 3T 3T &, T8 Todsh Tod & TAHEAT o1& & HIHs! F1 qJfad
FYe & FoIT e foram ST HeeT B

o Experts may suggest a more sophisticated formula.

s v 3R 3R TR g7 &1 g & Hend &

e A Parliament that can debate constitutional amendments aimed merely to achieve
managerial efficiency in conducting elections, can certainly debate ways in which the
structural political imbalance inherent in the population-based delimitation of
constituencies can be managed.

Teh UHT HHE il Shelol TATAl F YA PY FAS Soilel oh [T Faenforad Faneat ) 558
TohdT &, 98 ATdd 9 ¥ AAGEIT-ATUR atast & uRoer 7 Hfga aw@acas
AT THTTeT b1 HHTelo o ALl I T TEH Y Tehell &

Page42

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in -



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patriotici

Senior Advocate
based in Delhi

a
Alok
Prasanna
Kumar
Co-founder of
vidhi Centre for
Legal Policy

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Are existing mechanisms effective in combating judicial corruption?

{ PARLEY I

ast month, unaccounted cash was
reportedly recovered from the official
residence of former Delhi High Court
judge, Justice Yashwant Varma. In
response, Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna
initiated an in-house inquiry into the matter.
Justice Varma has since been repatriated to his.
parent High Court in Allahabad and will not be
assigned any judicial work until the Supreme
Court-mandated inquiry is completed. Are

mmng mﬂh.mlama effective in combating
ion? Sanjay Hegde and Alok
Kumar discuss the question in a

tion moderated by Aaratrika
Bhaumik. Edited excerpts:

Is impeachment an effective mechanism for
Jjudicial accountability, given its reliance on
political consensus?

Sanjay Hegde: Far from being a mechanism for
accountability, the process of impeachment is
designed to shield judges. Unless a motion
garners the support of two-thirds of the
members present and voting, as well as an
absolute majority in each House of Parliament,
the judges cannot be remaved. To assume that
s a deterrent is

within the judiciary to transparently
5 ious misconduct. Such a system
would go a long way in reinforcing public
confidence in the institution.

Alok Prasanna Kumar: Impeachment upholds
judicial independence by insulating judges from
political retaliation. To this end, the process is
intentionally rigorous, requiring both a detailed
parliamentary procedure and proof of
“‘misbehaviour or incapacity. These high
thresholds are meant to deter the executive from
using impeachment to remove judges who are
seen as inconvenient.

‘We also tend to assume that judicial
independence has always existed, but it is 2
relatively modern concept. Historically, judges
served to deliver the monarch's justice, not to
check state power or protect individual rights.
This began to change with the rise of
constitutional democracies.

Are legislative reforms rcqmn:d in Ih:
ourt’sin-|
addressmg]udlﬂa.l m]scnmluﬂ"

SH: The in-house procedure was established to
prevent the misuse of legal processes against the
Jjudiciary, especially when judicial decisions

Allahabad High Court laveyers stage an indefinite strike over the transfer of
Justice Yashwant Varma to his parent court, in Prayagraj. ani

displease the executive. A key precedent is Delhi
Judicial Service Association v. State of Gujarat
(1991), where the Supreme Court intervened
after the Chief Judicial Magistrate of Nadiad was
mistreated by Gujarat police officials, and issued
guidelines for arresting judici
guard against misuse, the judicia

an internal inquiry mechanism before allowing
prosecution. Nonetheless, this framework could
benefit from legi: intervention.

APK: Corruption cases are particularly difficult
1o prosecute in a country like ours, where
enforcement institutions are weak, the capacity
1o secure convictions is limited, and judges
enjoy a degree of institutional protection. A

striking example is the recent acquittal of former
Punjab and Haryana High Court judge Nirmal
Yadav, nearly 15 years after a Supreme
Court-mandated inquiry committee found
sufficient evidence to prosecute her. That said, 1
agree with Sanjay that there is certainly scope
for strengthening the in-house procedure.

Should inquiry reports under this
mechanism be made public?

APK: Yes. We have seen a welcome shift towards
transparency in the Supreme Court's handling of
the Justice Yashwant Varma case. In an age
where judicial conduct is closely scrutinised
through social and nnmmedl.\, opacity in cases

that the inquiry process upholds the principles
of natural justice and safeguards the rights of the
accused. While rigid procedural rules may not
be feasible, a balanced framework is necessary -
one that commands the confidence of all
stakeholders and prevents the inquiry
from becoming the subject of further

ee

Transparency must be inst nalised
cannot remain an ad hoc response to ¢
At the same time, it is essential that the
inquiry process upholds the principles of
natural justice and safeguards the rights of
the accused.

ALOK PRASANNA KUMAR

SH: | agree that increased transparency in the
fu oning of inquiry committees is welcome.

However, in this particular case, the Court's
decision appears to have been shaped by the
extraordinary level of public speculation. By
proactively releasing the video purportedly
showing the recovery of unaccounted cash, the
Court pre-empted any pcrcepuun chal it was

channels, it could have severely undermined
institutional credibility. That said, such decisions
must be made with caution and evaluated ona
ng that the accused’s
right to a fair mal remains fully pm[ected The
Court could also benefit from appointing
dedicated communications personnel to prevent
misinformation and bolster public confidence.

The Justice Varma case has mnewed calls to
revive the National Judicial

appointed by the government, the ju
combination of the two, What matters is
transparency. The D.Y. Chandrachud-led
collegium made progress on this front by
publishing resolutions that detailed the rationale
behind each recommendation. Regrettably, the
practice has been discontinued.

ary, or a

Should the Judicial Standards and
Accountability Bill, 2010, be reconsidered?

APK: I don’t think so. It fails to address several
critical gaps. What we need is a more calibrated
and institutional response. The first step should
be to define clear, enforceable judicial
standards. Consider the issue of familial ties in
the judiciary - every judge should be mandated
to disclose relatives practising in the same court.
Once disclosed, either the judge must be
transferred or the relative barred from
appearing before that court. Merely setting up
more oversight bodies is not the solution. These
institutions would inevitably be staffed by
retired judges, thereby perpetuating the same
structural flaws we seek to remedy.

SH: More than legislative reform, we need to
focus on the fact that the legal profes
already operates through an inform: tem of
peer review, Long before a judge becomes
entangled in a corruption scandal, there are

1 the corridors of the

p forward would be to
se this peer review process by

Commission. Should the government have a
say in judicial appointments?

SH: The government already holds a seat at the
table. The real question is whether it should
wield a blank cheque. Even before the collegium
finalises its recommendations, informal
consultations with the executive are often
undertaken. After the names are forwarded, the
government retains the power to flag
Intelligence Bureau inputs for the collegium’s
reconsideration. There have also been several
instances where the government has stalled
appointments by simply sitting on the
recommendations. This de facto executive veto
has prevented many deserving judges from
reaching the Supreme Court.

APK: We should no longer call it the collegium
system; it now resembles 4 rch-and-selection
committee. While the High Court and Supreme
Court collegium recommend names, the Union
government follows a pick-and-choose
dpproa:h This has dmuadud many desuwm,
from
opaque and often humiliating proc
Ultimately, it does not matter whether judges are

lly incorporating inputs from bar
associations and fellow judges. This would
strengthen internal accountability.

Should contempt of court laws be liberalised
to permit greater public scrutiny of judicial
conduct?

APK: We can liberalise contempt of court laws,
but unless there are consequences for judges
who invoke them arbitrarily, such reforms will
have little impact. It is also important to assess
the context in which contempt is initiated ~
docs it stem fmm a Judgc‘s anger or fear, or is it
response
dL]lIlmlLIy spreading falsehoods to undermine
public trust in the judiciary? That , there
must be space for good-faith discourse on
al corruption without the spectre of
«criminal contempt looming over those who
voice legitimate concerns.

IOf= 0]
v' \a"ll

Tolisten to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
wvw.thehindu.com

Are existing mechanisms effective in combating judicial
corruption?

T IdHATT dF ~ATAF TSR F fAgea 7 goraT &2

Last month, unaccounted cash was reportedly recovered from the
official residence of former Delhi High Court judge, Justice Yashwant
Varma.

o 70, 7d oo 81§ FE F wamareher, Sfeew Fedd 77T F TR
A F 9ATHT AHa) fRerst 1 @aw GrAs A1

e Inresponse, Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna initiated an in-house inquiry into
the matter.

wwqﬁﬁmaﬁgw,m%g@qmﬁwmﬁamﬁmﬁmmaﬁ
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Justice Varma has since been repatriated to his parent High Court in Allahabad and
will not be assigned any judicial work until the Supreme Court-mandated inquiry is
completed.

SAfEeH FAT Sl $HH STE 3oTeh HT FATGIEIG 818 HIE H arad Aof T arm § 3R gl w1
A fAE TR ST QU 811 b 37 IS AT deh I 6T Fiar Srear|

Are existing mechanisms effective in combating judicial corruption? Sanjay Hegde
and Alok Prasanna Kumar discuss the question in a conversation moderated by
Aaratrika Bhaumik.

FIT TIAT 7 TR HSerAaR I fgea & wemdy §2 57 9 Hord 8913 31K 3rals qde
FHAR = IRIAHT $AF v 3rezerar & == &

Is impeachment an effective mechanism for judicial accountability,
given its reliance on political consensus?

FIT AGTTAANT ~A1AF SFTdTdee) & T THET a7 &, 919 I Ustelfas At
9T TR 87

Sanjay Hegde: Far from being a mechanism for accountability, the process of
impeachment is designed to shield judges.

AT RIS TATEEET T ATCIH oTel & ST, HETHANT T gishar sararefie # aemer &
fore 5115 TS &

Unless a motion garners the support of two-thirds of the members present and
voting, as well as an absolute majority in each House of Parliament, the judges cannot
be removed.

SIS cfeh SRECT 1 HEE, & Gleil Heail 3 39fPa 3R A #T 1@ al-faers wewan 3k ot
TG T THIA QT [FelclT, FATATIRI T €T T ST FehelT|

To assume that the threat of impeachment acts as a deterrent is misguided, given how
rarely such proceedings succeed.

g AT o AGTRANT T T aRE T A1 FAT &, TTdTheH! &, FAIh 3T g T
AT g &1 FH Th gl ¢
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What is needed instead is an internal mechanism within the judiciary to transparently
address serious misconduct.

S8 oI HTALThT § fob ~araaforent & #fieR Ues Jtafe a g1 S 7efR i sqaer
Y IRETRIAT & GelsiT|

Such a system would go a long way in reinforcing public confidence in the institution.

UHT T ST & HAW 1 TEAT H TA10 TG H AGeaqoT 37fHehT 131 Hehell &

Alok Prasanna Kumatr:
mwr—«rw:

Impeachment upholds judicial independence by insulating judges from political
retaliation.

HASITAANT A1k FaAFAT ) TATT TWAT & FiTeh Tg ATATEN2AT hT Tareifae Tfaene
FaaT &

To this end, the process is intentionally rigorous, requiring both a detailed
parliamentary procedure and proof of ‘misbehaviour or incapacity’.

$H 365 ¥ IE UhaT AT HIde Foi1s IS ¢ ToraH e FgrT aikar 3R
‘GUEAR T I ATFAT F FIT T & |

These high thresholds are meant to deter the executive from using impeachment to
remove judges who are seen as inconvenient.

Y 3= ATAES SHTAT §AT0 a0 § arfer FrRIgIforsT 00 =ararediel i gea & forw Agf@aer
T GEUANT o FX ST 38 G AETSToleh o1 8|

We also tend to assume that judicial independence has always existed, but it is a
relatively modern concept.

g Ig o AT ot § o =1 Tac=rar gARMT @Y ¥, olfehel Ig Toh JeAeAlcHS &I §
MY AT JaeRoT |

Historically, judges served to deliver the monarch’s justice, not to check state power
or protect individual rights.

UfagTi&er §9 &, SATATERT TSI & ST &l A1) el & [olU 8l &, o o T $Y afda W
forg=ror TEe ar safFaera srfaewrt #r @ & fovl

This began to change with the rise of constitutional democracies.

agaaaraﬁ%mﬁa;anamﬁa:ma:meggam
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la

Are legislative reforms required in the Supreme Court’s in-house procedure for
addressing judicial misconduct?

FIT 7R Ferar § frges 1 gier F1¢ A s-g3w aftnar 7 faureh gurt 1 sraegwar g2

Sanjay Hegde: The in-house procedure was established to prevent the misuse of
legal processes against the judiciary, especially when judicial decisions displease the
executive.

TSI T3 Tg F-813 I =argarfoieht & Tl Fieet Ffamanait & goaaiar ol Ushel &
fore & &1 915 oY, wree Ste =T forotr swrarfaeT &1 3rvae w21

A key precedent is Delhi Judicial Service Association v. State of Gujarat (1991),
where the Supreme Court intervened after the Chief Judicial Magistrate of Nadiad
was mistreated by Gujarat police officials, and issued guidelines for arresting judicial
officers.

Teh Hgcaqut fEraTer ¥ e sqR R afdw vafreers = orid Ts9 (1991), foras
Af3AE & HET Fals Afaeee & a1y qerTa I FfFRaEt garr gedagr e sie &
aTe P A€ 7 geaard famar 3R =l Rt A Prear & foe fGenfarder s
By

To guard against misuse, the judiciary introduced an internal inquiry mechanism
before allowing prosecution.

gEUANeT ¥ aTd & fow, sardifernn o rffatere #1 gafa 3 § gga U Al s
GERCIERER
Nonetheless, this framework could benefit from legislative intervention.

T oft, Ig erar Tl g8l O arsiead & Thdr gl

Alok Prasanna Kumar:
mw«-—«rw:

Corruption cases are particularly difficult to prosecute in a country like ours, where
enforcement institutions are weak, the capacity to secure convictions is limited, and
judges enjoy a degree of institutional protection.

AN ST U H AR & ATAAT ! Holl [Gerarar [y &9 & i §, Fifd Jg7 yada

EYTT HHGN &, SN RAGEr Fe At a1 DA 8, 3R ~aramehelt 1 $o e d qeIerT
& Tec & |

A striking example is the recent acquittal of former Punjab and Haryana High Court

judge Nirmal Yadav, nearly 15 years after a Supreme Court-mandated inquiry
committee found sufficient evidence to prosecute her.

Teh Sool@elId 3GTE0T § I Yortd 3R gRamom §7€ i $t =arameiier fater arga 1 grer &
A Y &3 SreT, STafoh SaTsreT 15 Al gge Yol I garr Afsd s afafa a 3ash
EeTs gaie aray 91w I
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o That said, | agree with Sanjay that there is certainly scope for strengthening the in-
house procedure.

SHeh dTa9[G, H Hold § HEAd §ﬁ?ﬁ—mmﬁwmﬁﬁ%ﬁwﬁ
EICIEAN

Should inquiry reports under this mechanism be made public?

T 36 aF & ded oI RUel o) Aidsiiae fhar = 91fee?

e Alok Prasanna Kumar: Yes. We have seen a welcome shift towards transparency in
the Supreme Court’s handling of the Justice Yashwant Varma case.

el FHeel FHAR: 81| §H T et AT AT ATHA & FHIH FIE GART TREFAAT b
f&em & Ueh TIRTT J19Y deolid ¢@T g

e In an age where judicial conduct is closely scrutinised through social and mass
media, opacity in cases of alleged judicial corruption is no longer viable.

37T & &R &, ST8T #ATfAh 3TaRor T AYerd 3 A AT & Areys F F31 R gidr
g, T8I HIAd +ITAH HSEAR & ATHGT H MU= 39 {5 161 8

e However, such transparency cannot remain an ad hoc response to crises; it must be
institutionalised.

gTelifeh, THT IREMRIAT chdel Hhel & dichITaeh THTHT & T H gl IgaT AT, 39
FEATT T AT 37T g |

e At the same time, it is essential that the inquiry process upholds the principles of
natural justice and safeguards the rights of the accused.

T &, TE 3T ¢ o e aisnam arpfaes = & Rigeial & a1 W 3 smfa &
TSR Fr @7 W

e While rigid procedural rules may not be feasible, a balanced framework is necessary
— one that commands the confidence of all stakeholders and prevents the inquiry
process from becoming the subject of further litigation.

el &1 FOR UFHAT s Hava o &1, Ueh Wford ara 3Taede § — St {el fycerent &1
fareara TS &Y 3R Srer wfeham &t 31t S FregAt aeEal i v aoa @ O
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Sanjay Hegde:
AT 8913

o | agree that increased transparency in the functioning of inquiry committees is
welcome.

ﬁm§%mm$mﬁm§mwm%l

e However, in this particular case, the Court’s decision appears to have been shaped by
the extraordinary level of public speculation.

gTelifeh, 3 AW AT 7, I FT ATy Torad: STeTdT Y ITHTLRT 3ehal & TeITfad &T
gl

e By proactively releasing the video purportedly showing the recovery of unaccounted
cash, the Court pre-empted any perception that it was shielding a member of the
higher judiciary.

FE o faa1 Rae-frae are A% i e RE Az 1 g &7 3 T F I8

IOT Io7e] @ Ugol & Ueh ol Toh dg 3T ~ATAYITART & [ohdl ST bl FTet bl hITAA T
WrEl

e Had the footage surfaced through other unofficial channels, it could have severely
undermined institutional credibility.

g g NfeAY T o Ja O 1A 31T, aF I8 W1 &1 faeaaeadr &1 13X
w#;ﬁmaq@“’mmml

e That said, such decisions must be made with caution and evaluated on a case-by-case
basis, ensuring that the accused’s right to a fair trial remains fully protected.

58 dTdele, W 0T grauriiqds fov e @nfgv 3R geds ATHe & YR W Hedifhd
glol =1fe T, oifeh FRRT F foreuer Farars & rfwR 1 qut geam &) & |

e The Court could also benefit from appointing dedicated communications personnel to
prevent misinformation and bolster public confidence.

FIE HT A FAAT P JUdhed AT T FHRATH T AT Ftel o [T HATIT AR HFAAT T
frgferd & it omer e FhaT 81

The Justice Varma case has renewed calls to revive the National
Judicial Appointments Commission. Should the government have a
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say in judicial appointments?
SAfew aRT AT e JBRAT srdigeHAcH FAAT F qASIfIT FIA A
AT T 6T @ AT X 6T | 91 WFR B =11 fagfFaat & sfdrer st

aIfeT?

Sanjay Hegde: The government already holds a seat at the table. The real question is
whether it should wield a blank cheque.

TS §I13: TIRR Tgol T &1 A I T HIE W & | 3Tl TaTel Ig ¢ Toh FAT 38h I AT
IR g TRl

o Even before the collegium finalises its recommendations, informal consultations with
the executive are often undertaken.

P 379 BRI 1 3ifaHT T ¢ & ugel 37gT FRYIfAFT & AT H=Atg=ae
AT AT

o After the names are forwarded, the government retains the power to flag Intelligence
Bureau (IB) inputs for the collegium’s reconsideration.

SATAT Y AoTel & d1G, SR & I sefaaid s (1B) 1 SATARTRET I Hiofords garT
qAREER & fAT 35/ &1 3OHR gar gl

e There have also been several instances where the government has stalled
appointments by simply sitting on the recommendations.

aéwﬁwaﬁgm%ﬁ:mﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁg%ﬁﬁ%%m%l

e This de facto executive veto has prevented many deserving judges from reaching the
Supreme Court.

wmmmﬂaﬁmmﬂmﬁaﬁ@waﬂéwq@ﬁﬁﬂ?@%ﬂ

e Alok Prasanna Kumar: We should no longer call it the collegium system; it now
resembles a search-and-selection committee.

TN THeol FHAR: 3 §H U HIATHAIH YOIl 781 a1l AN T; Tg T T @ 3R
T AT ST 97 AT B
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e While the High Court and Supreme Court collegium recommend names, the Union
government follows a pick-and-choose approach.

ST6T 3ed ~araTey 3R e FArATey F FAEH A1 g §, 98 F5 TWER
TYATCHS THAT 39T E

e This has dissuaded many deserving candidates from subjecting themselves to an
opaque and often humiliating process.

SHA S AN IFHIGART T MIAT AT HFE IFTATTAAF TFHAT F IR H Gollcded
fRar gl

o Ultimately, it does not matter whether judges are appointed by the government, the
judiciary, or a combination of the two. What matters is transparency.

3A: g A Ag1 T@eT T =Arameiielt i fgford wRaR, FaraifasT, ar et & agad
T W 81, AR TQ@dT § IREfdT|

e The D.Y. Chandrachud-led collegium made progress by publishing resolutions that
detailed the rationale behind each recommendation.

31.91$. A5z Y ACTLTAT aTel Hi T o ¥ FABIN F NS & T 1 TS LT arel
YEATaT T TR FT W3TTer T 27|

e Regrettably, the practice has been discontinued.

gaITgaer, 59 YT I 9¢ FI 31 A g

Should the Judicial Standards and Accountability Bill, 2010, be
reconsidered?

FI1 Sgffe ¥s5w U3 e fafad faer, 2010 W AR & faaw g
aIfee?

« Alok Prasanna Kumar: | don't think so. It fails to address several critical gaps.
TN GHeoT FAR: H AL ol9TclT| Ig s AgeaqOr TWIAAT Y &Y AeT T ¢ |

e What we need is a more calibrated and institutional response.

g U 31Tt wqfaa 3R weumra afafear i smagsar g |
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o The first step should be to define clear, enforceable judicial standards.

UG HEH BlelT AR T foh FUse 3R AR = A7 =41R%F AS a3 fFv 10|

e Consider the issue of familial ties in the judiciary — every judge should be mandated
to disclose relatives practising in the same court.

st 7 aRaERe Faul & Feg W R Y — g¥ e I 346 sered 7
FRITT Y RedeRY F T AT 31fAarT glar anfge|

e Once disclosed, either the judge must be transferred or the relative barred from
appearing before that court.

Teh 9 Ig DN & STeY & §1¢, AT aY SToT ST ddedT fhar ST a1 39 RdeR &1 39
ETad A 92T @1 ¥ VT AT

e Merely setting up more oversight bodies is not the solution.

Fad 3R 31 RAIRTA GEATT ST TATT Al g

e These institutions would inevitably be staffed by retired judges, thereby perpetuating
the same structural flaws we seek to remedy.

A HEATU 37 Qarfaga sarareiet & s giell, a3 o wxa=rens afaar s«
T foreg &7 GuReT 918 2

. Sanjay Hegde: More than legislative reform, we need to focus on the fact that the
legal profession already operates through an informal system of peer review.

T gors: fremel guRY @ 3R, 5 50 W eare 31 TfIT o Fefel 9w ug WA
HghAT FereT Y At gorrell 9% Treldr &1

e Long before a judge becomes entangled in a corruption scandal, there are usually
murmurs within the corridors of the court.

Ry =araefier & SR & ATHA & B A g &1 AR TR HeTad S IfIIRy &
FHGATEE & 8l STl &

e A meaningful step forward would be to institutionalise this peer review process by
systematically incorporating inputs from bar associations and fellow judges.
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T geFAt warameiiell & 7Y I A fEAd &9 § A |

e This would strengthen internal accountability.

$HY ATafe Faraedl Ao graf|

Should contempt of court laws be liberalised to permit greater public
scrutiny of judicial conduct?

FAT FA1TAF A0 Y WA T ST HY I7ATA & F fAT 3rerera H
ITHATAAT FTea1l I IGR FATIT SITAT ATFT?

« Alok Prasanna Kumar: we can liberalise contempt of court laws, but unless
there are consequences for judges who invoke them arbitrarily, such reforms will
have little impact.

ITelleh FHel FHR: §H HETeld Y HIHTAT FIefaAl T 3GR FoAT Fehel 8, WAfehet ST Teh 3o
warareelt & f&rars el 67 gl S Sog AFAT &1 ¥ AR A &, I oIoh TH FURT T
A T g1

e |tis also important to assess the context in which contempt is initiated — does it stem
from a judge’s anger or fear, or is it a measured institutional response to someone
deliberately spreading falsehoods to undermine public trust in the judiciary?

g AT 8 TEY & T HTATAAT Y FramgY v THIT 7 & gYell § — 7 g fonelt
SITATEATRT Y YT AT ST { 3cToet Bl &, AT TG Fohell caferd ganT 315 e =argaiferent
STl & TR Y FASAN He 3 T R FEAd AR wgfora wfafea el 2

e That said, there must be space for good-faith discourse on judicial corruption
without the spectre of criminal contempt looming over those who voice legitimate
concerns.

Y &Y, 7T AR 9 IOt ==t & fov FATe gl =g, 3R S oiter der
AT g FA §, 37 W TGS HTATAAT FT 3T 187 81AT ARV
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When Parliament stayed awalke
through the night

Though the night was long, members spoke with a sense of urgency

and provided a fair share of drama

Sobhana K. Nair

he recently concluded Budget
T session of Parliament found its

place in history. Both Houses sat
through the night, closing only before
sunrise, when parts of Delhi were just be-
ginning to stir. The productivity of the
Lok Sabha was 118% and that of the Rajya
Sabha was 119% — numbers that certainly
made the presiding officers happy.

This was a rare and significant occa-
sion, but it does not fall into the category
of ‘first-ever since Independence’ — a
phrase we hear about nearly every event
post-2014. For me, though, it was the first
as a parliamentary reporter. At 8:30 p.m.,
the Chair informed the Rajya Sabha that
there were still 22 members scheduled to
speak. I prepared myself for a long night.

I imagined that such interminable sit-
tings would get dreary. But to my sur-
prise, each member spoke with a sense of
urgency. With an eye on the clock, they
hastily ran through their points, pleading
with the Chair after the last bell for a few
more minutes for their final flourish. Of-
ten, the closing argument that they hope
will stun their colleagues, catapults them
to the news pages and becomes viral on
social media. However, there are more
misses than hits.

1 was worried about the looming print
deadline. I began receiving frantic mes-
sages from the desk demanding the copy.
Much like parliamentarians, reporters
too have a fine dance to do. While we
would like to keep listening to speeches
in the fear that we may otherwise miss
out important details, we are also keen to
send our copy so that it actually makes it
to the morning paper. The danger of
hearing the same arguments over and ov-
er again, especially at night, is to tune out
and then miss crucial nuances — the
greys between the black and white.

Once the minor trouble of filing the
day’s copy was over, I settled down to rel-
ish the debates. My exhaustion and an-
xiety melted away. With thundering mo-
nologues, veiled insults, verbal volleys,

amusing fumbles, and curious mix-ups,
parliamentary debates provide riveting
drama. Where else can one see an actor-
turned-politician shivering with anger,
gesticulating violently but unable to
speak a coherent sentence? I wondered if
the lack of a written script tripped up the
poor thespian. Fifty minutes past mid-
night, a woman member, who had
launched into an impassioned argument
in favour of the Wafq Bill, invoked Victor
Hugo. She qualified Hugo as a British
author. The Waqf Bill has a prospective
clause, but the debate on it retrospective-
ly turned a French senator and author in-
to a British citizen. And just when eve-
ryone thought there was some light at the
end of the tunnel, a Minister who only
talks in thymes rose to speak. Then came
the clause by clause passing of the Bill. To
pass a clause, the Chair says, “Those in fa-
vour may say ‘aye” and those against may
say ‘no’”. Between “the ayes have it” and
“the noes have it”, and the Bill finally get-
ting passed only at around 2:30 a.m., |
had surely had it.

Don’t get me wrong: it is a privilege to
hear parliamentary debates. It is a privi-
lege hard-earned by our predecessors.
The parliamentary debates at Westmin-
ster, which we so closely mimic, were not
public until the late 19th century. It was
only in 1840 that the Parliamentary Pap-
ers Act permitted newspapers to publish
debates as long as they did not do so
“with an evil intent”. It was only from
1909 that newspapers which, until then
had summarised the debate, were al-
lowed to report them in full. All other lim-
itations were lifted only in 1970 in the
House of Commons. In India, in letter,
the press has full access to Parliament,
but there are several physical barriers to
keep us away. There are red lines marked
out on the sparkling floors of the new Par-
liament, which reporters are told not to
cross. But we will keep coming back,
jumping over the hurdles, to hear de-
bates during the day and at night.

sobhanak.nair@thehindu.co.in

When Parliament stayed
awake through the night

9 S A T AT ST HY
+TH 5T

Though the night was long,
members spoke with a
sense of urgency and
provided a fair share of
drama.

Td ot oY, AfheT FeEat o
dchTeldT &Y T & TIY 91
&Y 3t g AT A ATedEar
it Qar |

e The recently concluded Budget
session of Parliament found its place
in history.

&Tel & H FHATCA g3 HHE T qi€ T

sfaerd # gof & Irm|

o Both Houses sat through the night,
closing only before sunrise, when
parts of Delhi were just beginning to
stir — numbers that certainly made the
presiding officers happy.

aleAT TeaAT o el X FoHT HRATET
TelS, 3R oo FAfeT ¥ wga 7
qATCT fohar, ST feeh & Fo eea &
ST @ & — A 37ihs ARAT &
FHTITAAT T T L arel A
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e This was arare and significant occasion, but it does not fall into the category of “first-
ever since Independence’ — a phrase we hear about nearly every event post-2014.

Ig Toh gerdT 3R Ageaqot 3w AT, ifshe] Ig TaqAT & aTe Tgelt ar Sl Aot 7 g
3T — E TSI §H ST &R 2014 F a1 Y TSl & foIv ol 8 |

e For me, though, it was the first as a parliamentary reporter.

A I, gTelifeh, TE HHET HaTGeTal & T F TgalT o 7|

e At 8:30 p.m., the Chair informed the Rajya Sabha that there were still 22 members
scheduled to speak. | prepared myself for a long night.

T 8:30 T, FHTITC o ASTHHT I Fiad TohaT foh 31 8T 22 WEET Sielad & foIw G A B
HAY e ol ofdll T o ToIT IR b

o limagined that such interminable sittings would get dreary. But to my surprise, each
member spoke with a sense of urgency.

Hor Arar o1 foh =T ol da& RA g1 SATTalT| ofeheT AT 3T &1 a1 I8 o7 foh &X Teeg
o dchTeAdT Y H1GT & a1 T

e With an eye on the clock, they hastily ran through their points, pleading with the Chair
after the last bell for a few more minutes for their final flourish.

F31 W AR TG 8T, F 39 He@l it ol T o T8 F, 3R 3ifasr udt & ae; rewey
A Fo5 3R reret 71 3ifr seafy ¥ T sy av @ &

e Often, the closing argument that they hope will stun their colleagues, catapults them
to the news pages and becomes viral on social media.

37FER, T AT aF S 3 A § o 39 gl &) Ffhd 3 &3, 3¢ WATER Yeail 9T
a1 3 § 3 |erer AT W AR & I €

e However, there are more misses than hits.

gTeliTeh, UH 3T A%el TITH Thel JATHT ¥ SAET 8l & |

e | was worried about the looming print deadline.

#H e 3T BT Y gaad#AT 1 e Rifaa
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e | began receiving frantic messages from the desk demanding the copy.

@Wﬁwgﬁ?&rﬁaﬁaﬁ,ﬁﬁ@rmw%al

e Much like parliamentarians, reporters too have a fine dance to do.

ST HIHET T HJoleT HILAT IST &, 38 &1 THRRIT 1 37 T3 TS | FTH FIAT IS o |

e While we would like to keep listening to speeches in the fear that we may otherwise
miss out important details, we are also keen to send our copy so that it actually makes
it to the morning paper.

H HTVOT Golcl {611 U6 & 38 ST A o el 6 S SATThIRY 1T I S, i feheT AT &Y
B 37911 It HsTelr off TTgd & cTfeh I Fag & FTWAR & o7 Teh|

e The danger of hearing the same arguments over and over again, especially at night, is
to tune out and then miss crucial nuances — the greys between the black and white.

SR-SN e e Golel ol T, T Il A, Ig § T §H AT g€t of9Td & 3 Heaqor
EHA TFA3N T Yeh ST & — Tl T 3T The F e Y gerell warsal 1|

Once the minor trouble of filing the day’s copy was over, | settled
down to relish the debates

oI @ oot Y RIE wrge 3 1 B e T g, A 789 7 I1eig A
& fow ge 1 wg=r

e My exhaustion and anxiety melted away.

A geprae AR AT g 73|

o With thundering monologues, veiled insults, verbal volleys, amusing fumbles, and
curious mix-ups, parliamentary debates provide riveting drama.

1Y, FEET T64 Uah e ACH Tdd Al ¢ |

e« Where else can one see an actor-turned-politician shivering with anger, gesticulating
violently but unable to speak a coherent sentence?

3R gl &G ST Hehe § Toh 1S HTAAAT & AT ot safara 760 A 9 @7 &1, g1t @ AR-
SR W/ FAR FT 6T &Y olfched 1S U AT Slel &1 o1 T TGT 812
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o | wondered if the lack of a written script tripped up the poor thespian.

Ao I o 1 fafRd e T 8 3 37 TR fA[AET ) 921 ¥ =)

o Fifty minutes past midnight, a woman member, who had launched into an
impassioned argument in favour of the Wagqf Bill, invoked Victor Hugo.

el T F A AeIe 918, T AR e, Siegla 99 T & geT H SARGR d S
& foram T, o fasFeX &g &1 Seoid foha|

e She qualified Hugo as a British author.
3egiel g A fafeer dws S|

e The Waqf Bill has a prospective clause, but the debate on it retrospectively turned a
French senator and author into a British citizen.

a6 At & veh srfarer yorme wrae B, ifthel 39 R §S 95 H o i dae? 3k
da® o fafeer aerfe ser =T

o And just when everyone thought there was some light at the end of the tunnel, a
Minister who only talks in rhymes rose to speak.

3R ST T3t BT T 3 319 FAEAT & 3 H Fo Qereh w W Y, 3 vk FA, S v
R Aot §, Ao T @ T

e Then came the clause by clause passing of the Bill.

T 3T faTes &1 &RT &3 4RT I T stET|

e To pass a clause, the Chair says, “Those in favour may say ‘aye’ and those against may

say ‘no”.

fore e &A1 IR et & folT, 3reaaT wgd g, ST aaT H g 3 g e AR AT fawr A g
AT e |

o Between “the ayes have it” and “the noes have it”, and the Bill finally getting passed
only at around 2:30 a.m., | had surely had it.

g1 S I 3R AT ST T & $, 3R 9T & FOT 2:30 I8 U9 IR 8l d, #
T RE Ueh bl AT

o Don’t get me wrong: it is a privilege to hear parliamentary debates.

el A FATAT: HHET Tg4 Folol Ueh farfaar 2
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o ltis a privilege hard-earned by our predecessors.

IE EAR Tt GaRT FE Agerd & 9o B arar RFdwfaR &

e The parliamentary debates at Westminster, which we so closely mimic, were not
public until the late 19th century.

& TSeTh! sTohel LA &, T IESTAT HY FUET T8 19T T & 37T d& FidA s AT ot

o It was only in 1840 that the Parliamentary Papers Act permitted newspapers to publish
debates as long as they did not do so “with an evil intent”.

Shaer 1840 H Wfcramaedt 49w AT & T 3rEaRT &1 agH FehlTRId it T 3gAfT
farel, gerd 3 3¢ "gve & A" JHhIRId o |

e It was only from 1909 that newspapers, which until then had summarised the debate,
were allowed to report them in full.

1909 ¥ &Y 1GERT H, ST T cIoh TEAT T dharel WRIT B &, og T Raféar Hr argafa
AKIEY

o All other limitations were lifted only in 1970 in the House of Commons.
37 gt 9faaer shael 1970 & I3 3% HIHAH & T 7|

e InIndia, in letter, the press has full access to Parliament, but there are several
physical barriers to keep us away.

HR H, FITST I A I H §He H 90T 989 8, Afehed o3 #ilfash amurd 5ot g7 W@ €
e There are red lines marked out on the sparkling floors of the new Parliament, which
reporters are told not to cross.

S TUE 1 THAATA! STHIT W ATl IWTT Tii 318 &, [Sieg T9hRT & &gl ST & 6 § I’
T H|
But we will keep coming back, jumping over the hurdles, to hear debates during the day and
at night.

olfehel §H SR-SR olied T8, ST IR 3 gL, AT1h & et AR T & 58 g T
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Democracies in decline
CIELEEIR GG

Across the world, liberal democracies are in decline, while closed
autocracies are on the rise. This trend, which began in the 2010s, has
worsened in the 2020s.

i o # 3ERad seds ge @ §, JafF dg aemnd 75 W@ §) 77 g
2010 % e # % §$ ot 3t 2020 & qarw # s ETT A AS R

The number of closed autocracies has increased in the 2020s—reversing the steady
decline seen since the 1980s, according to the V-Dem Institute.

V-Dem HEITA & 38R, ¥ ARG STIELTIHT T HEIT 2020 F GF H 961 § — it fo
1980 & &2UF T ¢ 315 Fcid FRTaC FI Jolc ET g

The most significant rise in closed autocracies has occurred in West Asia and North
Africa, as well as in South Asia.

afRers vl 3ol anhreT 3R EfaroT ofiRr & g arerendY saavanst 7 ged it gefe
CRCIRIERY

In Europe and Central Asia, liberal democracies are rapidly shrinking, while electoral
democracies are gaining ground.

AT 3R Fe TR F sERAr dwd doft & T @ €, e gAY seed Aot 8T @
gl

In Sub-Saharan Africa, both trends—democratic erosion and autocratic
consolidation—are evident.

39-HERT AIHT A, At T &T0T IR ATATRATEY T FESIHFOT, aleil T ferdl T &
&Y ST Hhell 81
While the Latin American & Caribbean and East Asia & Pacific regions have not

reflected the recent erosion of democratic values to the same extent, their existing state
is far from ideal.

gTelifen aifeet AR 3 FRTFTer Far gt vl 3k vera &= 7 derdifs Feat @
ETferaT &ROT 3T cliarcll & =7¢ fo@ &, elfehet ael &1 aaret feufay o 3mes & g g &
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Democracies

in decline

Across the world, liberal democracies are in decline,

while closed autocracies are on the rise. This trend,
which began in the 2010s, has worsened in the 2020s

Kushal Varma J V
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

he number of closed autoc-
racies have increased in the

their existing state is far from ideal.
Closed autocracies are defined by
the absence of multiparty elections
and a lack of fundamental democrat-
ic principles such as freedom of speech
and Electoral autocracies,

202051 g ady
decline seen since the 1980s,
according to the V-Dem Institute. The
most significant rise in closed autoc-
racies has occurred in West Asia and
North Africa, as well as in South Asia. Tn
Europe and Central Asia, liberal democ-
racies are rapidly shrinking, while elec-
toral democracies are gaining ground.
In Sub-Saharan Africa, both
trends—-democratic erosion and au-
tocratic consolidation—are evident.
While the Latin American & Carib-
bean and East Asia & Pacific regions
have not reflected the recent erosion of
democratic values to the same extent,

TRENDS ACROSS REGIONS

while allowing multiparty elections,
fall short in upholding these core free-
doms. Electoral democracies offer both
elections and some civil liberties, but
only to amoderate degree. Liberal de-
mocracies, by contrast, ensure aro-

bust balance of power between the ex-
ecutive, legislative, and judicial branch-
es, along with strong protections for civ-
illiberties. India has been classified as
an electoral autocracy since 2017 and
has remained the same since then.

‘The following graphs and con-
clusions are based on the V-Dem Tn-
stitute’s Democracy Report 2025.

s of 2024, 20% of the 179 countries assessed are closed autocracies, up from 12%in 2019. In the
same period, the share of liberal democracies has declined to 1% from 21%

GLOBAL
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DEMOCRACY IN PER

According to the V-De's latest report, the aspect of democracy thit has seen themost
significant decline is freedom of expression. This includes key compansnts su
goverment censorship of the media, restrictions on academic and culcura
expression, and the harassment of journalists. A total of 44 countries,
including India, have experienced a deterioration in this arza.

12026, no liberal
‘democracies
< identinicd

From $5% in 2019, closed
au ave
revsead o 3034

 Equally

growing use of
disinformation
and political

polarisationby | as key examples.

& More widespread, however,is the surge n
concemingisthe | political polarisation, which has intensified in
45 couniries Therecorsghghes it o
autocratising countries have toxic level
polarisation,” citing Hungary, Indic,

|d Peru

worldvide
Disinformation
tactics have
been employed
by governments
in 31 countries,
including €L

21 countries, including India.

= Additionally, the report notes 4
sharp rise in government intimidatior niRy
opposition parties during election

periods. This trend has worsened in

® Another area of concern s the incre,

Salvador, Georgia, | threat ta the autonomy of election

Hungary, India, | management bodies. Attacks have bcome
and Serbia, the | mare common n 21 of the 45 autocratisirg.
report added. countries, including Russia and Indon esia.
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PUBLIC OPINION
public opinion surveys also indicate a groviing preference for strong leaders who can make decisions
without interference from courts or Parliaments in some countries, including India. At the same time,
support for representative democracy has declined in many countries, including India. The following
findings are based on data from a Pew Research Center survey.

SUPPORT FOR REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY

In 11 of the 22 countries where comparable data fram 2017 is available, the share of peaple who
describe representative democracy as a “very good” way to govern has declined significantly by 2023,
For example, in India, 36% of respondents viewed representative democracy very positively in 2023,

compared to just 44% in 2017.

SPATRIOTICIAS

NOTE: The charts present SWEDEN CANADA
the % share of people .
wiho say that a system in 54
vihich representatives . '43
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what becomes law would 21
be a “very good” way of
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SUPPORT FOR RULE BY AUTOCRATIC LEADER
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Support for a system in which a st
Parliaments has risen in 8 of Lhe 22 countries surveyed. This increase is particularly notable in all three
Latin American countries included in the study, as well as in Kenya, India, South Korea, Germany,

leader dec

interference was a “good”

countries: Brazil,

ing without
Mexico and Poland,

} and Poland. For example, in India, 55% of respandents had said a strong leader s good in 2017, this
increased to 67% by 2023
\ NOTE: The charts presentthe  KENYA INDIA
H 56 share of people who say
! 2 system in which a strong
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without interference from . 3
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India s part of both #iccording #Thesurveyalso | & People who
the groups. In which, the tothe survey, noted that support | identify themselves
share of people who strong support forthe strong as “ideologically
for leader model was | right” are more likely
democracy as *very good”  democracy commonamong | tosupport the rule of
declined, while the shareof  increased peoplewithless | a strong leader than
peoplewho said thatastrong  significantlyin three | education and those who identify

themselves as “left”,
the survey noted,

those with lower
incomes.
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PRESS FREEDOM IN INDIA

s 0f 2024, India ranked 159 out of the 180 countries surveyed by
Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF). The last time India ranked within
the top 100 countries was in 2002. The decline in rankings became

80

100

140

160

DiP ..

steeper since 2022, with India’s ranking plummeting below 150

102023, Indig anking
the lowest—1610f 161
he 180 nations surveyed

S) Nm—‘ 2002

2012 2024
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fundamental democratic principles such as freedom of speech and expression.
€ CATITRITEY SHTEATT 3o SRIT T gl STl & STel TgGeid Ioatd o161 gld AT serat T

FffeafFa A Taaaar o AT dFdias Reuid Alg w61 g |
o Electoral autocracies, while allowing multiparty elections, fall short in upholding these
core freedoms.

TATd! AT TTEATT FEEeIg FeATal b AT Scft &, AfeheT AT FacrAcA13it I 10
TG A A%er A gl

e Electoral democracies offer both elections and some civil liberties, but only to a
moderate degree.

AT A H AT 3R T ARE FaAFATC ot g1l &, olfehet Tg sheel Teoh AT TR
ah AT

o Liberal democracies, by contrast, ensure a robust balance of power between the
executive, legislative, and judicial branches, along with strong protections for civil
liberties.

58 Ta{id, 3eRATEr diFaa 7 Fryurfasr, s ik Famafas & &= agfaa
el T ST g1cTT § 3R ATTRE Fad=drai Y AT G o gl 1

¢ India has been classified as an electoral autocracy since 2017 and has remained the
same since then.

HI Y 2017 @ AT ATATITEY & & & qafichel fomar 141 § 3R 79 & Ig Uiy gurad
T gL T

e The following graphs and conclusions are based on the V-Dem Institute’s Democracy
Report 2025.

A few e I 3R fAshy V-Dem WEATS Y ahdd R 2025 9T 3menRa g1
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1. Rana extradited to Delhi, arrested by NIA
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2. NCB seizes 30.4 kg meth tablets worth ¥24.32 cr. in
Assam

A # Tordldl A €24.32 FU3 Y 30.4 fFaEnT Ay e

Sted $i
3. Kerala duo develops eco-friendly edible wrappers

T & QY BHET o TATROT-36F @ IR 10 Fefaa fFo

4. Global order is disrupted by trade weaponisation:
Rajnath

TR ¥ gfAaEor @ G saaem aRa @

Mol T

5. Maharashtra approves 256 acres of salt pan land for
developing Dharavi

HAERTSE of AR ¥ RAFA F AT 256 TH3 sTHAS Y STHIT Y
Hordr &Y

6. Early screening for gestational diabetes can ensure a
healthy future for mother and child

TS AT A ARFEAF o A7 3R 7= & v oF Faey
#fsy gfafvad v awdl §

7. Indoor air pollution: can better design help protect our
health?

SAASR a1 YGUOT: FIT dgc [STSe gHAR TAELY i T8 HT

Tehell &7

8. Justice after extradition: On Tahawwur Hussain Rana
YeqqOT & §TE #4719 dlgea] gl M 9

9. A Cutin Time: On RBI and Repo Rate Cut
AT 9T Feldr: s 3 Y e & Feldt w
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Drop the piecemeal ways to social security for
workers

HTAPT & fT gl & &Y ST W AATTSIF F&T AT TG>T HY

Rana extradited to Delhi, arrested by NIA

Extradition linked to 2008
Mumbai terror attacks case

IGS Paper llI: Internal
The HifSecuri

NEW DELHI

ahawwur Hussain

Rana, the Pakista-

ni-origin Canadian-
American wanted for his
role in the 26/11 Mumbai
terror attacks conspiracy,
was brought to Delhi by a
special flight on Thursday
evening, following his ex-
tradition from the United
States, and formally arrest-
ed by the National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA).

Rana was produced be-
fore Special NIA judge
Chander Jit Singh, who is
hearing arguments on Ra-
na’s custody proceedings.
Senior advocate Dayan
Krishnan and special pu-
blic prosecutor Narender
Mann represented the NIA.
The court reserved orders
on the NIA plea seeking 20-
day custody of Rana.

Advocate Piyush Sach-
deva from the Delhi Legal
Services Authority is Ra-
na’s lawyer.

Fugitive produced before Special
NIA judge at Patiala House Court

Terror trail

Tahawwur Rana's extradition to India was finalised in the terror case trial after years of legal hurdles.

Nov. 11,2009:
NIA registers case
against David
Headley, Rana,
and others

Dec. 24,2011
Chargesheet filed
against them and
seven others
Dec. 4, 2019:
India requests
Rana's extradition
from the U.S,

Rana was brought to the
Patiala House Court in a ca-
valcade of vehicles, includ-
ing a jail van, an armoured
Special Weapons and Tac-
tics (SWAT) vehicle and an
ambulance. Ahead of the
production of Rana before
the court, the Delhi Police
removed presspersons and
members of the public
from the court premises,
citing security concerns.

Rana’s extradition trig-

May 16, 2023: U.S. court approves extradition
Aug. 15, 2024: Appeals court upholds extradition

Feb. 11, 2025: U.S. approves extradition, a day
before Narendra Modi-Donald Trump meet

Complex cas

Feb. 13, 2025: Rana seeks relief again; Modi and
Trump issue joint extradition statement

Apr. T, 2025: Chief Justice rejects final appeal

Apr. 10, 2025: NIA brings Rana to New Delhi
for prosecution

NI with

Rana on his arrival in Delhi on Thur

gered a heated exchange
between the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) and the
Congress, with the ruling
party asserting that it re-
flected new India’s zero-
tolerance resolve toward
terrorism, under Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi. The
Congress, however,
slammed the government
for “rushing to take credit”
claiming that the extradi-
tion was the result of years

of diplomatic groundwork
started in the UPA era.
Tihar Jail officials said all
preparations have been
made for his incarceration
in a high-security ward.
Born in Pakistan, Rana
studied at the Pakistani
military academy in Has-
san Abdal in Pakistan's
Punjab province where he
became friends with David
Coleman Headley aka
Daood Gilani, the Lashkar-

Judge reserves orders on NIA plea
seeking 20-day custody of Rana

Pakistan claims
Rana is Canadian,
denies any link

NEW DELHI

Pakistan on Thursday tried to
distance itself from Tahawwur
Hussain Rana. Its Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Shafgat
Ali Khan told reporters that
Rana had not attempted to
renew his Pakistani citizenship
since he left the country,
stressing that Rana was 2
Canadian citizen. » PAGE 5

eTaiba (LeT) operative
who conducted reconnais-
sance for the Mumbai at-
tacks between November
26 and 29, 2008.

The attacks left 166 peo-
ple dead and 238 injured.
Rana had served as a doc-
tor in the Pakistani army
for several years, before he
moved to Canada and then
to the United States, pro-
curing citizenship in both
countries.

Rana extradited to Delhi, arrested by NIA
AT FY el AT 31T, TA3TSe A forar PRear

Tahawwur Hussain Rana, the Pakistani-origin Canadian-American
wanted for his role in the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks conspiracy, was
brought to Delhi by a special flight on Thursday evening, following his

Address
Ema

id

Cong., BJP exchange barbs over

steps taken to bring him to India

Itis alleged that Headley
made eight visits to India
for reconnaissance of po-
tential targets. During
those visits, he contacted
Rana 231 times and kept
him in the loop on the at-
tack plans.

Headley also opened a
Mumbai branch office of
Rana’s immigration law bu-
siness for use as a front,
and Rana helped him se-
cure an Indian business vi-
sa. Days before the terror
strikes, in November 2008,
Rana and his wife had tra-
velled to Mumbai, Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat,
and Kerala during an 11-vi-
sit to India.

Long legal process

After a Ministry of Home
Affairs directive, the NIA
registered a case against
Headley and Rana on No-
vember 11, 2009, alleging a
criminal conspiracy
among members of Pakis-
tan-based banned terror
outfits LeT and Harkat-Ul

Jihad-al-Islami (HUJD), to
commit terrorist acts in
Delhi and other parts of In-
dia. The agency filed a
chargesheet against them
and seven others on De-
cember 24, 2011.

Based on the findings,
India moved a formal re-
quest in December 2019
for Rana’s extradition from
the U.S., where court pro-
ceedings began on June 10,
2020.

A U.S. court approved
the extradition on May 16,
2023, which was then chal-
lenged. However, on Au-
gust 15 last year, the U.S.
Court of Appeals upheld
the order. The U.S. Su-
preme Court also denied
Rana’s review petition on
January 21, 2025.

On February 13, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and U.S. President Donald
Trump issued a joint state-
ment declaring that Rana
would be extradited to In-
dia. He was handed over to
the NIA team on April 9.
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extradition from the United States, and formally arrested by the
National Investigation Agency (NIA).

TITHEATEAT FeT & FATSI$-HANHT dgeqT gée T, Y 26/11 HaE ATcih!
gl Y FIforer # TS o1, Y AR AH GYFT T HARGT @ F9or &
a1g Y A & et amam arar 3R ey st weidY (TAsmde) ganr
o w9 & FRerar o arm)

o Rana was produced before Special NIA judge Chander Jit Singh, who is hearing
arguments on Rana’s custody proceedings.

AT T AT wer3nse waramefier g2 S &g & T@aT a7 fohar 3, St 3= i Raad
UfSFaT O FoAars F G B

e Senior advocate Dayan Krishnan and special public prosecutor Narender Mann
represented the NIA.

aftss srftraerar game Foore 3R Ry ae Ao aig A o vasnse & ulafafte
fera|

e The court reserved orders on the NIA plea seeking 20-day custody of Rana.

3TeTeld & AT Y 20 feT i RIraa & 7w vasmde S arfRrar 9x 3meer Friard @

e Advocate Piyush Sachdeva from the Delhi Legal Services Authority is Rana’s
lawyer.
el derer wfdder sraiRE O srftraerar gy weear T & adhie 1

e Rana was brought to the Patiala House Court in a cavalcade of vehicles, including a
jail van, an armoured Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) vehicle, and an
ambulance.

AT ST GRATAT §13H FIE H &S AEaAT & FIfbel F o7 31T, THTH T el 3, T
TEAES FIE aTge, AR Ueh TEgaw AfHAeT |

e Ahead of Rana's production before the court, the Delhi Police removed presspersons
and members of the public from the court premises, citing security concerns.
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¥ WEEAT I HIE IRET F ger |

o Rana’s extradition triggered a heated exchange between the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Congress, with the ruling party asserting that it reflected new India’s
zero-tolerance resolve toward terrorism, under Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

AT T FeIIT HRANT STt YTt ($1e79T) 33X HTEAT & ST AT T6H T HROT TAT, STl
ARG IIET o 38 TUTea siig A & AAccd H AT AR Y TG & gfer IR el
Aifa 1 gfafes sam|

e The Congress, however, slammed the government for “rushing to take credit”,
claiming that the extradition was the result of years of diplomatic groundwork started
in the UPA era.

glelifeh, FTAT o TR T “GIT AT A= & {0 3118 g1t foram 31K et & 75 Feqor
T RIS H Y& §E aut A FHeaiias TR F TR B

Rana’s Background and Legal Journey

AT AT qea3fA AT Froet wftha

o Tihar Jail officials said all preparations have been made for his incarceration in a
high-security ward.

forers Ster sftrRIRAl = et o 38 3T gaT aré & t@e v gaft darRar g Y o a1$ ¢

e Bornin Pakistan, Rana studied at the Pakistani military academy in Hassan Abdal in
Pakistan’s Punjab province, where he became friends with David Coleman Headley
aka Daood Gilani, the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) operative.

QIfFEATT F STeH T o IIfhTdleT & USIT Uid & g0 HeaTd [Ud =7 Irhrg#H 7 ugrs
&1, ST8T a8 3148 FadAT gl 3% arFe FramE O ATar T o1, St fof TREFT-T-dFaT (LeT)
&1 JTRfET am|

e Headley conducted reconnaissance for the Mumbai attacks between November 26
and 29, 2008.

gSell of 26 @ 29 FFaT 2008 o o<l Ha§ gHll & frw T 6 oY
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The attacks left 166 people dead and 238 injured.
ST gl 3 166 T AR 1T 3T 238 T gU 3|

e Rana had served as a doctor in the Pakistani army for several years, before moving to
Canada and then to the United States, procuring citizenship in both countries.

AT o &S sl ek qTfeet Qar 7 starex & &9 # ar &Y, R ag Faarst 3R a1e 7 wgaa
TS ITARET TAT I1AT, FTET 3T At 22iF Y ATTREAT "o

o |tis alleged that Headley made eight visits to India for reconnaissance of potential
targets.

VT IRT & fF 3o oF AR H FHIad fSh1aT 1 T & [T 318 IR AR H71 SR |

o During those visits, he contacted Rana 231 times and kept him in the loop on the
attack plans.

37 ERT & STeT 38« TaT @ 231 IR T9F Tohar 3R 38 goer T Tsrarait & anfder @il

o Headley also opened a Mumbai branch office of Rana’s immigration law business
for use as a front, and Rana helped him secure an Indian business visa.

g5l o =TT & TN FToet SATHTT 1 HaS ATET Wil T8 Ueh Fad & &7 H SETATS
o aram, 3R AT o 38 HRART AR ST 9ed i & Feg S|

o Days before the terror strikes, in November 2008, Rana and his wife had travelled to
Mumbai, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, and Kerala during an 11-day visit to India.

daT 2008 H gHell A $& &t Tgel, Tell IR 3TN Iealt o 11 At Y SR AT & GR1eT
Ha$, Reeh, 3aT FawT, T[erra 3R e 1 R o |

Long Legal Process

el FTeget TR

o After a Ministry of Home Affairs directive, the NIA registered a case against Headley
and Rana on November 11, 2009, alleging a criminal conspiracy among members of
Pakistan-based banned terror outfits LeT and Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami (HUJI).

6 FHATT F AU & F1e, TAMMST o 11 A 2009 FI g5l HR T o (W safeF
AITSer T ATHT gof fohaT, foras Tifhredre ua afaafa 3nrddh) Harsal aedT-v-aaer

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page65



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

3R &Fa-3a-TErg-3ra-a€ Y (HUJI) & TeEdt i Gfocdar aars s

e The agency filed a chargesheet against them and seven others on December 24,
2011.

Tl & 24 fEHET 2011 &1 37 31 3T T A9 & T@Th Frerefie S 6|

o Based on the findings, India moved a formal request in December 2019 for Rana’s
extradition from the U.S., where court proceedings began on June 10, 2020.

ST & forsensif & TUR W, R & RHaT 2019 # §FFa TsT FANFT & I F Teqqor
fore aitorenfe srepRier o, STET 10 ST 2020 T JHeTeld 3 HIAaTEr Y% gS|

e AU.S. court approved the extradition on May 16, 2023, which was then challenged.
Teh HARDY IeTere & 16 7S 2023 T FeaqoT Y Hdr &1, T are 7 et & arg|

e However, on August 15, 2024, the U.S. Court of Appeals upheld the order.
gTeliTeh, 15 31ATEd 2024 i FANEY 3rdfieliT ==aeT & 39 3 F) STHIR T

e The U.S. Supreme Court also denied Rana’s review petition on January 21, 2025.

IARFT Foter FIE A ot 21 FeTadt 2025 Y [T A TATEAR A1fAHT WIRST AT &

e On February 13, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and U.S. President Donald Trump
issued a joint statement declaring that Rana would be extradited to India.

13 HIE{ Y TETRHEET ¥ A 3N IAREY wegufa Sares Su A FgFd T AR K Fe
o =T & R e fia R sea|

e He was handed over to the NIA team on April 9.

38 9 e  TAHTET AF & garel K AT AT
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NCB seizes 304 kg
meth tablets worth
324.32 cr. in Assam

GS Paper llI: IS |
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Narcotics Control of
Bureau (NCB) seized 30.4
kg of methamphetamine
tablets worth ¥24.32 crores
and arrested three accused
during two separate opera-
tions in Assam’s Silchar on
April 6, the agency said on
Thursday. The banned sub-
stance is popularly known
as ‘Yaba’ tablets.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said that the
“Modi government is mow-
ing down drug cartels with
full might.”

In a post on X platform,
Mr. Shah said, “in our vi-
sion to build a drugfree
Bharat, our agencies
launched massive opera-
tions strangling drug car-
tels and seized 30.4 kg of
methamphetamine tablets
worth ¥24.32 crore while
arresting three people in
Assam. Our offensives

, 1 -]
Amit Shah said the Modi govt.
is mowing down drug cartels

with full might. FILE PHOTO

against drugs will continue
with ruthless force. Con-
gratulations to the NCB, As-
sam Police, and the CRPF
on this major
breakthrough.”

NCB had earlier seized
around 110 kg of metham-
phetamine tablets in two
operations on March 13. In
the seizure of 7.5 kg at Sil-
char, one person has been
arrested. In the seizure of
102.5 kg at Lilong, near Im-
phal, Manipur, three per-
sons have been arrested.

Y ST AT 8

NCB seizes 30.4 kg meth tablets
worth ¥24.32 cr. in Assam

IH A Al F T24.32 FAT A
30.4 fFAITH AY TqATH STed Hi

The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
seized 30.4 kg of methamphetamine
tablets worth ¥24.32 crores and
arrested three accused during two
separate operations in Assam’s
Silchar on April 6, the agency said on
Thursday.

ARICHFH Felel I (TTHIET) 7 6 e
Y A & AU A gY 3reA9T-37el9T
et & Rt 30.4 R
AYTHBCTATS Saeley, o Hrad
¥24.32 F3 &, ed &1 3 et 3Ry
H! IRFaR 547, I8 SR Tadr &
TR &1 &Y

. The banned substance is popularly known
as ‘Yaba’ tablets.

Ig yfaafta ugred 3mAdk W gEr eaded & A

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah said that the “Modi government is mowing down
drug cartels with full might.”

FErT 775 # AT 2E 7 FET A TER QAR @ 59T AfBATH FY TeH FT @R
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e Inaposton X platform, Mr. Shah said, “In our vision to build a drug-free Bharat, our

agencies launched massive operations strangling drug cartels and seized 30.4 kg of
methamphetamine tablets worth ¥24.32 crore while arresting three people in Assam.

X CATHIH W T T H Y g ¥ HgT, "gAR FIT-W AR & [T & dgd gAR Tl aar o
391 ATRRAT3MT 9 3T 3T ToIraT 3R WA 7 T24.32 FUT 7 30.4 fFarneT
AYTABCTATSA TTACH Sted i 3R dier ae #r fIRwar foar

e Our offensives against drugs will continue with ruthless force. Congratulations to the
NCB, Assam Police, and the CRPF on this major breakthrough.”

AR 399 & f&ame 31famer 3mer off A afda & ary Sy 6911 59 78 ¥%ddar |
v, 3w gfaw i @ w gu )

e NCB had earlier seized around 110 kg of methamphetamine tablets in two operations
on March 13.

Terlelt & ST ggor 13 AT & &Y AT F FlT 110 RFRIT AYAheAR aaeH
STed 1 i

e Inthe seizure of 7.5 kg at Silchar, one person has been arrested.

A= 7 7.5 fFaI &1 Sedl & T IfFd ) FIRFdR fHam = g1

e Inthe seizure of 102.5 kg at Lilong, near Imphal, Manipur, three persons have been
arrested.

ATOTYR & STl & I foretler & 102.5 Frellammst & Stech & et At 1 AR o
gl
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Kerala duo develops eco-friendly edible wrappers

|GS Paper lll: S&T |

Akhila Ajayan
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

What if we could bite into
our burger without worry-
ing about peeling off its
wrapper? Two students at
the College of Agriculture,
Vellayani, a suburb of Kera-
la capital Thiruvananthap-
uram, have now made this
possible by developing edi-
ble food wrappers.

Ashir Kariyattil, who fin-
ished his M.Sc. (Integrated)
Biotechnology at the col-
lege recently, and Mo-
hammed Nabin, a B.Sc.
(Hons.) Agriculture stu-
dent, are behind this in-
vention. “We wanted to be-
gin a start-up that is
beneficial to society. The

Kerala duo develops eco-friendly edible wrappers

Art and artists: Bacterial cellulose film that will be developed into
edible wrappers (left); Mohammed Nabin and Ashir Kariyattil (right).

edible wrappers will help
in reducing plastic waste
and promote sustainable
living,” they say.

A material developed
using cellulose-producing
bacteria will act as the base
product of the wrapper.
Emulsifiers derived from
bacteria along with essen-

tial oils extracted from
specific plants will be in-
corporated into this mate-
rial to form the wrapper.
Named °‘Eden Wrap’,
the packaging material will

also help extend the shelf

life of food. The essential
oils used in the wrapper
will give it an anti-micro-

bial property, thus extend-
ing the shelf life. “The
wrapper, which will de-
compose in a month if dis-
carded, has a plastic like
appearance. More aware-
ness about edible wrap-
pers could encourage wid-
er public acceptance,” says
Mr. Ashir.

“We had initially begun
the project with a different
concept. However, we
started modifying our
plans based on the opi-
nions and advice of indus-
try experts and judges
whom we met while at-
tending various competi-
tions,” says Mr. Mo-
hammed.

“Excellent mentorship
helped us improve our

concept. I am extremely
thankful to my M.Sc. re-
search guide Soumya V.I.
from the Department of
Microbiology, who provid-
ed a stress-free atmosph-
ere to work on our start-up
along with my thesis,” says
Ashir. “Competition win-
nings also helped fund the
project,” they add.

Ashir and Mohammed
have decided to spend the
next year further develop-
ing the project, research-
ing market trends, and ac-
quiring a patent. “We have
an opportunity to work on
the next step of the pro-
duct with the Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research [CSIR],” says Mr.
Mohammed.

T & QY BHET o TATIROT-306TF @ A9 1 Rl fFe

What if we could bite into our burger without worrying about peeling
off its wrapper?

3R & ToaT YUT €210 319 F91X &) @7 | ar $ar w@a?

o Two students at the College of Agriculture, Vellayani, a suburb of Kerala capital
Thiruvananthapuram, have now made this possible by developing edible food

wrappers.

e Y T FAFTATIRH & 3TN Aeerare ua Fiasr AE vafiwet & & omE o
T A §3 39 (3o e i3 38 @9rd o1 e |

e Ashir Kariyattil, who finished his M.Sc. (Integrated) Biotechnology, and Mohammed
Nabin, a B.Sc. (Hons.) Agriculture student, are behind this invention.

3R FRAfed, Segia &7e & 7 wor.vadH). (FAes) aReFaish U &1 g, 3R Agrag
AdleT, St Y v, (3HTH) Taiideny & o §, 59 3nfaser & 9 &

o “We wanted to begin a start-up that is beneficial to society. The edible wrappers will help
in reducing plastic waste and promote sustainable living,” they say.
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3eglel hgl, "gH Teh VAT TCIE-31T YE FYAT g A ST FATSr % forw amsrehrll €11 Ig T
T Y TATEES FAX Y HH FA AR T Haerdtelt Hr qgrar &= 7 Feg Hr|”

o A material developed using cellulose-producing bacteria will act as the base product
of the wrapper.

Vet ScuTee JFERAT I TR Teh Tere Yo & HET ITUR & §9 A H 30|

o Emulsifiers derived from bacteria along with essential oils extracted from specific
plants will be incorporated into this material to form the wrapper.

g Uy & SFARAT A AFTe 1T sHeEGER 3R [y qiet & ured smaeas d Ao}
IR JIR fHar sream|

« Named ‘Eden Wrap’, the packaging material will also help extend the shelf life of food.
58 Y& ST Wl o7 A1 §3e Y @1 IR R, 3R Tg Wil T a3 T AeE AT Tor
H &Y Fcg |

e The essential oils used in the wrapper will give it an anti-microbial property, thus
extending the shelf life.

YR H TGl IR deil A sad it apor 31 Sear, fSad Aot a1sh a6 |

e “The wrapper, which will decompose in a month if discarded, has a plastic-like
appearance.

“Ig YW 30K e AT ST A vk AR # 7€ gY S1wen 31K T R@er # canfees star
TIET g |”

e More awareness about edible wrappers could encourage wider public acceptance,” says
Mr. Ashir.

Y 3R Fgat €, @Y A TG & TR 7 317 STTERAT ATl Y SAF FAH T
GicaTigd & Tohdl g1

e “We had initially begun the project with a different concept. However, we started
modifying our plans based on the opinions and advice of industry experts and judges
whom we met while attending various competitions,” says Mr. Mohammed.

A AEFHAS HEd 8, “GH YT H SH TRIATSTAT hT Teh 37T FAAR & AL Y& foham 7|
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o “Excellent mentorship helped us improve our concept. | am extremely thankful to my
M.Sc. research guide Soumya V.I. from the Department of Microbiology, who
provided a stress-free atmosphere to work on our start-up along with my thesis,” says
Ashir.

3R gl 8, "Ieee AFTGH o g 31091 IR Y S Follel 7 Hag Hr| # e
TR T, Y ArigeiE e d.amé. F1 AU geare a1 g, g Agwiarrers
femmer 7Y aetra-FyFa Avter few, foww # 3r0ey Tere-319 3N A el T B H Hehrl”

o “Competition winnings also helped fund the project,” they add.

g Sirsa 8, “gfaafaransit F el e aRiat & off 5@ aRaistar @1 facd @graar @)

e Ashir and Mohammed have decided to spend the next year further developing the
project, researching market trends, and acquiring a patent.

3R AR AgFAe = I T a¥ 38 TRASTAT #I 3R AT e, TR Fgferat o1
2T il 3R 9T 9Tod FIA A 9T T 0T forar g

e “We have an opportunity to work on the next step of the product with the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research [CSIR],” says Mr. Mohammed.

A AgFAT Fed §, ‘g4 S 3cUTE & 3797l TUT TN 1A et &l Iael dafera 3
3@ rgaeTe aRYS (CSIR) & A1y A 51"
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Global order is disrupted by
trade weaponisation: Rajnath

Issues such as de-globalisation, intense nationalism, resource scarcity loom large, Defence Minister
says; artificial intelligence and other technology is revolutionising warfare in critical ways, he adds

|GS Paper Ill: Defence|

The Hindu Bureau
UDHAGAMANDALAM

efence  Minister
I)Rajnath Singh on
Thursday said the

weaponisation of trade
and finance, anxieties
created by concentration
of supply chains, monopo-
lies over disruptive tech-
nologies and lack of tran-
sparency of data flows
were leading the world to
“an era of self-help and un-
ilateral decisions, leading
to a decline of global insti-
tutions and order”.

He was speaking at the
convocation of the 80th
course of the Defence Ser-
vices Staff College in Wel-
lington, Nilgiris, compris-
ing 479 student officers,
including 38 from 26 fo-
reign countries.

The “global geopolitical
situation is marked by tre-
mendous flux, with rapidly
shifting alignments, dis-
ruptions and conflicts be-
ing the order of the day”,
he said. “Issues such as de-
globalisation, intense na-
tionalism, resource scarci-
ty, human migration, food
security, climate concerns,
and threat of global pan-
demics loom large.”

He said technologies
such as artificial intelli-
gence, robotics, military
autonomy, dronery, and

r————
»

Defence Services Staff College in Wellington on Thursday. ANI

quantum blockchains were

“revolutionising”  deter-
rence and warfare in criti-
cal ways.

“Warfare is moving ra-
pidly, beyond the tradi-
tional domains of land,
sea, and air, to space, cy-
berspace, the undersea
and newer domains of
creative endeavour. Dron-
ery, for instance, has
emerged in the Ukraine-
Russia conflict virtually as
a new arm, if not a trans-
formative science. The ma-
jority of losses of soldiers
and equipment has been
attributed neither to tradi-
tional artillery nor to ar-
mour but to drones. Space
capacities in the Low Earth

Orbit similarly, are trans-
forming military intelli-
gence through persistent
surveillance, positioning,
targeting and communica-
tions — thus taking combat
to a new high,” he added.
The armed forces will
“increasingly need to oper-
ate jointly in a multi-do-
main environment where
cyber, space, and informa-
tion warfare will be as po-
tent as conventional opera-
tions”, he said adding that
“we are in an age where
cyberattacks, disinforma-
tion campaigns, and eco-
nomic warfare have be-
come tools that can
prosecute and achieve pol-
itico-military aims without

a single shot being fired”.

Mr. Singh said India
faced persistent threats
along its northern and
western borders, “com-
pounded by the threat of
proxy war and terrorism
emanating from the epi-
centre of terrorism in our
neighbourhood”.

He called upon the offic-
ers to develop the ability to
be “critical thinkers, capa-
ble of analysing issues, ex-
tracting relevant deduc-
tions and anticipating
future requirements”,
while being conscious of
emerging technologies, ge-
opolitical landscape and
national security
requirements.

The Defence Ministry
decided to observe 2025 as
the “Year of Reforms”.

“This would aim at
transforming the armed
forces into a technological-
ly advanced combat-ready
force capable of multi-do-
main integrated opera-
tions. Nine broad areas
have been identified, ad-
dressing the entire range of
modernisation imperatives
to include defence acquisi-
tion and procedural re-
forms. I am pleased to
share that collectively we
are making significant pro-
gress on the aims we have
set for ourselves,” he ad-
ded.

Global order is
disrupted by trade
weaponisation:
Rajnath

IR &
R s ¥ ARTF

eDefence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday said the
weaponisation of trade and
finance, anxieties created by
concentration of supply
chains, monopolies over
disruptive technologies and
lack of transparency of data
flows were leading the world
to “an era of self-help and
unilateral decisions, leading
to a decline of global
institutions and order”.

T N Ty RAE o AR
T gl fh AR IR R &
R iEoT, goag A Y
THRET § 3ceo AT,
Rraeasarl a@dis W

ISR, 31 32T arg Y aRafRiar 1 w3 gfoar 1 “reafasiar st vevai fokat &
a1 T 3R A S 3¢ &, Foraa ARaeh deum3it 3R cgaeyr A FRrae 3m W@ 8|

e He was speaking at the convocation of the 80th course of the Defence Services
Staff College in Wellington, Nilgiris, comprising 479 student officers, including 38

from 26 foreign countries.

q afderes, el # Bha afddsr Tere Fiasr & 803 FI F afid FARE H ST ¢ &,

SaH 479 o ARFR AT O, o8 T 38 HAFIY 26 faaft et @ 2
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e The global geopolitical situation is marked by tremendous flux, with rapidly shifting
alignments, disruptions and conflicts being the order of the day, he said.

3-gie gl foh ARae of-Tereiifae Feufar sl 3ifferar @ RfEaa 8, Ser ash @ agea
TET, frges 3R Fo¥ srH I & IS B

e ‘“Issues such as de-globalisation, intense nationalism, resource scarcity, human
migration, food security, climate concerns, and the threat of global pandemics
loom large.”

‘BTSN, AT ASEATE, HATHAT HY FY, AT TaTHT, WIET JI&T, Fearg fRAar
3R ARTF FETARY T G S Heg I &7 F T 8 17

o He said technologies such as artificial intelligence, robotics, military autonomy,
dronery, and quantum blockchains were “revolutionising deterrence and warfare in
critical ways”.

3egiel el o e e ftrerar, Jafeaw, A Faraedn, g awaiis 3R FareH salade
ST et fraror 3k gaer & wawdl # Fifawrt agerg of W ¢

o “Warfare is moving rapidly beyond the traditional domains of land, sea, and air, to
space, cyberspace, the undersea and newer domains of creative endeavour,” he said.

3ogieT eT o o 379 dofl & SR, WaTw 3 ATy Sy TRuNe &t § 3T e safa,
AIFIEAH, G & A 3R 37 FAarardy &= # S Er 6

e “Dronery, for instance, has emerged in the Ukraine-Russia conflict virtually as a new
arm, if not a transformative science.”

3CTEN0T & foIT, 31T dAehetleh of Pahel-TH WU 3 IT3HIT Teh o127 §AAN FoTahd 39 &Y, ATG
aREdARRY faaTe 6T df Ueh o7 ey AT &1 975 & |

e “The majority of losses of soldiers and equipment has been attributed neither to
traditional artillery nor to armour but to drones.”

At 31 3HTUTT Fr 31freprer g1fey T AT IRURPIT NI AT HaT FHl AT SToh St hr
e = g

e “Space capacities in the Low Earth Orbit are transforming military intelligence
through persistent surveillance, positioning, targeting and communications — thus
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taking combat to a new high,” he added.

3ogieT el foh Y 3% 3ifde & TI9 aTaw wad AeRmE!, Rufa yiRor, aefietor ik
AR & ATCTH § Ao GIHAT YoITelt o1 deel W & — o ad Jaur &1 Teh 718 Fars el @Y
gl

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

o The armed forces will “increasingly need to operate jointly in a multi-domain
environment where cyber, space, and information warfare will be as potent as
conventional operations,” he said.

3egie gl foh AT el T “HeLI-SAT AT H TIFd T T HTH il T ATl
greft STeT |TgaR, et 3R aam gaur TRuRE Jeur &1 avg & JHraemel gt |’

o “We are in an age where cyberattacks, disinformation campaigns, and economic
warfare have become tools that can prosecute and achieve politico-military aims
without a single shot being fired.”

“GH O o7 A § 5161 WIZR gH, el el ATt 3N 3T Jeer 0d suaor s arv §
e SIRT Taefas-HT TaaY T 911 T A7 Aol TATT Yo AT ST FehdT &1

e Mr. Singh said India faced persistent threats along its northern and western borders,
“‘compounded by the threat of proxy war and terrorism emanating from the epicentre
of terrorism in our neighbourhood”.

wﬁgﬁmﬁ:mﬁyﬁmaﬂwﬁaﬁmﬁwwwwgm%ﬁm
FAR TSI H HTAHAIE & Fg A 3cToot glet dlel FTardT IS A ATeiavarg i erarahr 3K
Jfea gar & &

e He called upon the officers to develop the ability to be “critical thinkers, capable of
analysing issues, extracting relevant deductions and anticipating future
requirements”, while being conscious of emerging technologies, geopolitical
landscape and national security requirements.

3giel IR & 3mars fahar fo 3 - Rrfearer R sreter & avdaT fasnfaa Y, S A7eal
T farRAYor F3a, Yt frsehd fsprerat 3T srfasar oy sraegsranait &1 sgarer oo &
HETH &1, A AT €1 78 awheltp, of-TsTeitiaren IRERT 3R TS FRaw smaegFanst & ufa
TTIT T |

e The Defence Ministry decided to observe 2025 as the “Year of Reforms”.

&I HATET = 2025 HY "FURT FT a4 o & H Hellel ol 0T e g |
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“This would aim at transforming the armed forces into a technologically advanced
combat-ready force capable of multi-domain integrated operations.”

“GHHT 3T TATT Tl Y Aehelleht T § Ieeel, JoU & AT IR 9 & gerefann 8, S
Hedl-SA TehIghe HTeleT 7 HaTH gll”

“Nine broad areas have been identified, addressing the entire range of modernisation
imperatives, to include defence acquisition and procedural reforms.”

“HY FARIHTOT AT ITERIFATHT Y T et o To1T it @ &Y=t v ggered i 715 8, Toreted
&1 HTAIor 3R IiFATcHE FUR ATAT 81"

“l am pleased to share that collectively we are making significant progress on the aims
we have set for ourselves,” he added.

eglel ST g, “HF I TS HI gC G &1 3@ & o Tagfes &9 A g 3r9a freiRa
oI&T T feem 7 Hgeaqut warfa I W@ Bl

Maharashtra approves 256 acres of
salt pan land for developing Dharavi

S Paper Il
AHEnvironment
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra govern-
ment has cleared the allo-
cation of 256 acres of salt
pan land in Mulund, Kan-
jurmarg, and Bhandup for
the Dharavi Redevelop-
ment Project (DRP) to reh-
abilitate slum dwellers.
While environmental con-
cerns have been raised,
DRP CEO S.V.R. Srinivas
said the land was safe for
development, having been
decommissioned by the
Salt Commissioner of India
over a decade ago.

“The sea hasn’t touched
these plots since the East-
ern Express Highway was
built. They are no longer
flood buffers or under CRZ
regulations,” Mr. Srinivas
said, adding that all neces-
sary environmental clea-
rances will be obtained be-
fore construction.

| oy

—_—

il

The allotted land lies west of the expressway, away from
ecologically sensitive wetlands frequented by flamingos. AFP

The land lies west of the
expressway, away from ec-
ologically sensitive wet-
lands frequented by flam-
ingos.

The move aligns with
Mumbai’s Development
Plan 2034, which ear-
marks salt pan lands for af-
fordable housing. Chief Mi-
nister Devendra Fadnavis
has stated that without uti-

lising such land, Mumbai’s
redevelopment is
impossible.

The Union government
has already allocated 55
acres in Wadala for an Ex-
cise Department complex
and 15 acres in Kanjur for
Metro Line 6’s car shed.

Critics and Opposition
leaders question why
housing for the poor faces

The move aligns
with Mumbai’s
Development Plan
2034, which
earmarks salt pan
lands for affordable

housing projects

resistance when infrastruc-
ture projects on similar
land do not.

Mr. Srinivas clarified
that the land remains with

the State government, with
NMDPL only paying
premiums.

“This is a human trans-
formation mission, not just
housing,” he said, reiterat-
ing the project’s goal of a
slum-free Mumbai.

Work will proceed only
after securing all environ-
mental approvals, ensur-
ing compliance with regu-
lations.

(With agency inputs)

Maharashtra approves
256 acres of salt pan
land for developing
Dharavi

HERTS o YR F
g & foT 256 Tahs
THF Y THYT I Fo
a1

The Maharashtra
government has cleared
the allocation of 256
acres of salt pan land in
Mulund, Kanjurmarg, and
Bhandup for the Dharavi

Redevelopment Project (DRP) to rehabilitate slum dwellers.
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(DRP) & T&d Fe[3, FToRATT AR HIZT # 256 U3 77 F1 Tl mafed
T AT AN & & B

o While environmental concerns have been raised, DRP CEO S.V.R. Srinivas said the
land was safe for development, having been decommissioned by the Salt
Commissioner of India over a decade ago.

gTel T YATaoNT RIATT 318 715 &, ifehet DRP & CEO wH. 4.3}, shifaara & g1 i I8
STl s & forT QRIAT &, i1 38 $IRd & T I+ SART T & F 3 dgal
& O fonar ST g |

e “The sea hasn’t touched these plots since the Eastern Express Highway was built.
They are no longer flood buffers or under CRZ regulations,” Mr. Srinivas said, adding
that all necessary environmental clearances will be obtained before construction.

A AT 7 g, "§Feet TFAIH FIEA & ofel & d1G & THG o 51 WS 1 o1l BN A
3T 13 3EOYF 787 & 31K 7 & W3ars At & 3iaeta 3ra &1 3l Fer s AT @
ugel G 3T wATaRoiir ASRAT off Smeat|

e Theland lies west of the expressway, away from ecologically sensitive wetlands
frequented by flamingos.

7§ ST g19d & IRREA # Feua ¢, 3R wafavols v & wdgerelter smésyfaat & oy & ofet
3ITFER FRfHAe val &@ S §

e The move aligns with Mumbai’s Development Plan 2034, which earmarks salt pan
lands for affordable housing.

Ig e Hag A ST 2034 & 378 ¢, ST 7o i Sl 1 G A & faw
IRE&T o = 81

e Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has stated that without utilising such land,
Mumbai’s redevelopment is impossible.

HEIHA 3% GO o e © o THT STeleT o1 U foht T8 Hag &1 qefaeare 3r6era
gl
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e The Union government has already allocated 55 acres in Wadala for an Excise
Department complex and 15 acres in Kanjur for Metro Line 6’s car shed.

F5 TIFR 5ol & TSTel # 55 T3 e Jraert Rsmr aRaw & v 3R FieR # 15 vas
ST AT 15T 6 & FR AT & AT 3mafed IR B

e Critics and Opposition leaders question why housing for the poor faces resistance
when infrastructure projects on similar land do not.

raras 3R v Aar qarer 3o )@ § o 9 sehreFat WNeieed S 0 FTHA W A
3mmafer 18T g1y o Ikt & marw 7 e F47 grar g

e Mr. Srinivas clarified that the land remains with the State government, with NMDPL
only paying premiums.

At NfFarg 7 Tose [Fa7 6 I8 T TsT WER & 97 &) @ai) 31R vavadidive sao
A= T sgarcret H¥am|

e “This is a human transformation mission, not just housing,” he said, reiterating the
project’s goal of a slum-free Mumbai.

3egiel T, "Ig A% 3marg FET dfes Teh AT gRade e £, 31T aRas=r &
3o gl fFd HaS I BT

o Work will proceed only after securing all environmental approvals, ensuring
compliance with regulations.

T8t gaofir FHAAT I1ed et o 1e &1 1A Y g1, Tored Tt 1 arerer giafRaa
& @h|
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Early screening for gestational diabetes can
ensure a healthy future for mother and child

World Health Day 2025, observed on April 7, carried the theme ‘Healthy Beginnings, Hopeful Futures’ with focus on maternal and newborn health: the campaign urges

mothers and doctors to prioritise early pregnancy screening to prevent chronic conditions; effective implementation of national guidelines remains critical to this goal

V. Seshiah
Panne lvam
Anjalakshi Chandrasekar

Bhavadharan
S Paper lll: S&T

WORLD HEALTH DAY

his World Health Day (April 7),

the World Health Organization

(WHO), chose an apt theme:

‘Healthy Beginnings, Hopeful
Futures.” Diabetologists have, for decades,
been propounding the theory of
primordial prevention, or preventing
diabetes in the womb itself, in order to
ensure a happy and healthy future for
both the mother and the baby.

The WHO's choice of theme for this
World Health Day is a vindication of the
work and advocacy campaigns
undertaken towards this goal.

Diabetes has long been a silent
epidemic, affecting millions worldwide,
but its roots often lie much earlier than
commonly recognised. Gestational
diabetes mellitus (GDM) increases the risk
of type 2 diabetes in mothers and
metabolic disorders in children. GDM is
usually diagnosed between 24 and 28
weeks of pregnancy. However there is
now evidence that points to the
possibility of preventing its onset during
the first trimester or even earlier. Its
impact on both the mother and the child
are profound and lasting.

Research underlines that maternal
glucose levels should be carefully
regulated as early as the eighth week of
pregnancy.

An early intervention would help
prevent foetal hyperinsulinemia, a
metabolic disturbance that occurs in the
1ith week, and reduce the risk of the child
developing diabetes and other
non-communicable diseases (NCDs) later
in life.

Given India’s recent burgeoning
diabetes burden, this matter needs
immediate attention from the medical
community and policymakers.

The case for glucose screening
Existing GDM management is based on
screening in the second trimester and
commencing treatment. Nevertheless, it
may be too late. Maternal hyperglycemia
in the first trimester appears to
programme the child’s foetal metabolism,
increasing the risk that the child will be
obese and insulin-resistant or develop
diabetes later in life.

Leading endocrinologists concur that
glucose intolerance should be screened
much earlier - at about the eighth week
of pregnancy.

Reasonable justification exists because,
by the 24-week time point in GDM, the
foetus has been exposed to excessive
glucose for months. This results in
excessive foetal insulin production, which
can lead to lifelong metabolic disorders.

L N

Gestational diabetes mellitus poses a significant risk, increasing the likelihood of type 2 diabetes in
mothers and metabolic disorders in children. GETTY IMAGES

Foetal origin of adult dis S
The ‘Foetal Origin of Adult Diseases’
(Barker’s Hypothesis) suggests that
conditions during gestation will affect the
child’s health over the long term. Early in
development, if a foetus is exposed to
high blood glucose levels, the
programming will be to store more fat,
resist insulin, and form metabolic
disorders later in life. As a result,
researchers have called for a rethink of
prenatal care, with glucose control as a
primary concern right from the start of
pregnancy.

The aim is not only to deal with
diabetes in pregnancy but to prevent it
before it starts, as stated earlier, through a
policy called primordial prevention. The
goal of primordial prevention is to
prevent diabetes from ever developing in
the first place and decrease risk factors
before they occur.

The eight-week strategy

To mitigate these risks, a new model of
early GDM intervention has been
proposed, focusing on a key eight-point
agenda. These include: Firstly, glucose
testing by eight weeks of pregnancy. That
way, anything potentially wrong could be
picked up before it starts harming the
development of the unborn.

Secondly, doing so will prevent foetal
hyperinsulinemia, and thereby, no
long-term hypoglycemia (low sugar
levels) is observed. If the 10-week glucose
control of postprandial blood sugar
remains below 110 mg/dL, metabolic risks
will be limited. In case the post prandial
blood sugar levels are over 110 mg/dL,
medical nutrition therapy and low-dose
metformin (250 mg twice daily) can halt
the rise of glucose to prevent the

The aim is not only to deal
with diabetes in pregnancy
but to prevent it before it
starts through primordial
prevention which aims to
prevent it from ever
developing

development of GDM later in pregnancy.
There is clinical evidence that this
strategy has been effective in preventing
GDM in the third trimester with less
obability. It further prevents the
cessity of insulin therapy since it is at
this stage that GDM is mostly diagnosed.

The Indian context
Currently, India has more than
seventy-seven million people with
diabetes, and the numbers are increasing.
It is pretty alarming that about 20% of
pregnant women in India develop GDM,
exposing both the mothers and their
offspring to long-term health burdens
related to metabolic disease.

One reason this is so is because the
maternal care checklists and prenatal care
guidelines remain anchored to traditional
screening times.

There are several issues which are
prevalent only in India that make early
intervention all the more important.

Lack of early care: The majority of
women of Indian origin do not go for
antenatal checkups until the second
trimester, thereby missing the screening
period.

Indian women are more

critical. Not only patients but healthcare
providers too lack sufficient knowledge of
first-trimester hyperglycemia and its
possible consequences. Therefore, the
development of early GDM screening and
intervention policy across the country is
now absolutely critical.

Rethinking clinical guidelines
Diabetologists have lately urged early
detection of blood glucose levels. While
concluding the 18th Annual Conference of
Diabetes in Pregnancy Study Group India
(DIPSI 2024), the delegates and experts
stressed the following points: Risk
modification through pre-conception
period concerns, dietary control,
exercise, and preventive medication
before conception; Long-term monitoring
of blood glucose levels in high-risk
pregnant mothers to trace glucose levels
throughout pregnancy.

Some measures are recommended in
the national guidelines to implement
them and standardise the care in India.
The facts are evident and vivid ~ timely
interventions can eradicate complications
that last a lifetime.

To ensure that this new approach
works, there is a need for a new
conceptualisation of maternal care
i ing all the including
the care providers, policymakers, and the
general public.

Key steps include: Developing

ati toel

healthcare providers in primary and
remote areas to use early glucose

ing; changing the guidelines for
pregnancy care across all the States and
territories to provide glucose screening by
the eighth week.

Making all tests and treatment
accessible and affordable for the mother
and the foetus is another key
recommendation.

New standard of maternal health
Diabetes prevention starts in the womb.
Consequently, the first eight weeks of
pregnancy pose a critical period.

Since diabetes is a major emerging
epidemic in India, adapting this standard
of maternal care is no longer a choice; it is
amust. If allowed to fight diabetes, we
should do it right from the roots, or in this
case, from the womb.

(Dr. V. Seshiah, is a diabetologist
practicing in Chennai and is the founder
and patron of the Diabetes in Pregnancy
Study Group India and can be reached at
vseshiah@gmail.com

Dr. A Panneerselvam, senior consultant
diabetologist, can be reached at
drapselvam58@yahoo.com

Dr. Anjalakshi Chandrasekar is senior
consultant in obstetrics and gynaecology,
can be reached at

Iranj hi il.com and

o
insulin resistance and diabetes profile
than any other racial group. Therefore,
early diagnosis and intervention are

Dr. A. Bhavadharani is senior consultant
diabetologist, can be reached at
srediab@yahoo.com)

THE GIST

Gestational diabetes mellitus
is usually diagnosed between
24 and 28 weeks of
pregnancy. However there is
evidence now that points to
the ability to prevent its onset
during the first trimester or
even earlier. Its impact on
both the mother and the
child are profound and lasting
v

Research underlines that
matemnal glucose levels
should be carefully regulated
as early as the eighth week of
pregnancy. Early intervention
would help reduce the risk of
the child developing diabetes
and other non-communicable
diseases later in life

v

About 20% of pregnant
women in India develop GDM,
exposing both the mothers
and their offspring to
long-term health burdens.
One reason for this is because
maternal care checklists and
prenatal care guidelines
remain anchored to
traditional screening times

Early screening for gestational diabetes can ensure a healthy
future for mother and child

MY FEAT A IRAF S AT 3R a4 & A0 v Faey wfesy
gl & w@dl §

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

Gorakhpur

Page78


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

World Health Day 2025, observed on April 7, carried the theme
‘Healthy Beginnings, Hopeful Futures’ with focus on maternal and
newborn health; the campaign urges mothers and doctors to
prioritise early pregnancy screening to prevent chronic conditions;
effective implementation of national guidelines remains critical to this
goal.

fareg Tareey fj@w 2025, At 7 3riker Y AT 14T, FT AT A7 ‘FTaEYy
YTHTA, JTerrarer sy, foraed Arq) 3R et Ty W A FiRia
YT, 39 ATAATT A AT 3 STaFet T IsTEEAT Fr IREAF ST =Y
drerpTfore et Y AFYTH F fOT TrafAwar S &1 3marg fFar; sq aag
ufef & fore vy Reenforert &1 warreh Frieader sreda weeaqer ¥

e This World Health Day (April 7), the World Health Organization (WHO), chose an apt
theme: ‘Healthy Beginnings, Hopeful Futures.’

5d fareg Tareey feaw (7 3rde) 1 fava TR Werser (WHO) & Teh 3ugere s o
TEEY YOIT, IR AT’

o Diabetologists have, for decades, been propounding the theory of primordial
prevention, or preventing diabetes in the womb itself, in order to ensure a happy and
healthy future for both the mother and the baby.

SIIAAIAIIEE G2rohl & Hel AFATA (primordial prevention) AT e 7 € FAYHAE A
AFHUTH o FACHIA 1 GAGT T Tg ¢ alfeh AT 3R e Sl a7 veh el AR Taey siasy
giafRad fohar 5 T

e The WHOQO’s choice of theme for this World Health Day is a vindication of the work and
advocacy campaigns undertaken towards this goal.

58 T Fareey Raw & faw WHO garr 9= 7 fawer 5@ orga &7 feer # fohu 1w &
3R SmaTEaRaT faaEt f gt 3

o Diabetes has long been a silent epidemic, affecting millions worldwide, but its roots
often lie much earlier than commonly recognised.

AYAT o TAY A T {F HGTAR 61 &, i1 gfararesiy & 1@t alai l genfad el g,
Afhet SHHT ST5 AT I ST el Ugel 8l & forcdlT HATAT STl g |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page79

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

o Gestational diabetes mellitus (GDM) increases the risk of type 2 diabetes in mothers
and metabolic disorders in children.

ATl AYAT (GDM) A3 #H 218w 2 srafadier 3R ol & gavay R{aFrt & go #
EEACIE

o GDM is usually diagnosed between 24 and 28 weeks of pregnancy.
GDM AR TR ITHTGEAT & 24 ¥ 28 TATg & S IgdT=T ST g

o However, there is now evidence that points to the possibility of preventing its onset
during the first trimester or even earlier.

gTelifeh 319 0F YHATUT fHeT Ig § S T€ Hohd Gl & 1o 34 ITHTIEAT Y Igel fAAR a1 3608
g &1 AT T TohTl

e Its impact on both the mother and the child are profound and lasting.

SHHT TG AT 3R T2 glar IR I8 3R T grar g

e Research underlines that maternal glucose levels should be carefully regulated as
early as the eighth week of pregnancy.

gt il § T arstarcl AREa & Tefher TaX 1 3Ted WedTe F & WaHgas
e fear srer gl

e An early intervention would help prevent foetal hyperinsulinemia, a metabolic
disturbance that occurs in the 11th week, and reduce the risk of the child developing
diabetes and other non-communicable diseases (NCDs) later in life.

YRS GERIT HOT FEREHIAATAAT 1 Ached 3 Heg; X ehell &, SV Ueh TATITY TS0
¢ 9 118 weamg 7 gich 8, 3R 368 a9 7 39 Terey AYAT AR 3 AR-wEry e
(NCDs) & ST &I e fohar ST e &

e Given India’s recent burgeoning diabetes burden, this matter needs immediate
attention from the medical community and policymakers.

AR H T & To AYAT & N 1 T g, 38 A9 A1 e weger AR =ifa-
AT T dcFhTer CATT So¥ hT IRl ¢
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The case for glucose screening
TIHIS AT T AGed

Existing GDM management is based on screening in the second trimester and
commencing treatment.

AT GDM wartreT gadt faaAe 1 S 3R 3R ¢ idel IR e g

Nevertheless, it may be too late.

mafﬁ:aaﬁagaaﬁ‘rm—cﬁ%‘l

Maternal hyperglycemia in the first trimester appears to programme the child’s foetal
metabolism, increasing the risk that the child will be obese, insulin-resistant, or
develop diabetes later in life.

Tgell fIATEY 3 AT 3o Tare A& 30T & AATIAT HY THIRAT Al 8, fad =2 7 3t
e Aterdr, T afaRier a1 AYAT FT AT 9¢ T B

Leading endocrinologists concur that glucose intolerance should be screened much
earlier — at about the eighth week of pregnancy.

T CEfATATECH TEH & foh Te[ehrel ATESOTCT T ST IHTEEUT 3 SIS ITSA
Hedig H 61 STl afgv|

Reasonable justification exists because, by the 24-week time point in GDM, the foetus
has been exposed to excessive glucose for months.

Ig 3T e & Fifeh 249 WCATE cfeh 0T F$ AT e HcATH Te[Iar o HUh H Ig T
gl g |

This results in excessive foetal insulin production, which can lead to lifelong
metabolic disorders.

SHeRT TRUTIH gIclT & 3ca it 301 $YFAer 3cutee, St Saeei & wara= [FFRY 1 wRor
el Hehell &

Foetal origin of adult diseases

qaEF Vet r gpofir 3eufa
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e The ‘Foetal Origin of Adult Diseases’ (Barker’s Hypothesis) suggests that
conditions during gestation will affect the child’s health over the long term.

‘TEEH T Y UM Feufer (a1 i IREFeTa) Tg Tohd & & 6 ToTaear & g
Rufaar s & St Taeey F garfad adar g |

e Early in development, if a foetus is exposed to high blood glucose levels, the
programming will be to store more fat, resist insulin, and form metabolic disorders
later in life.

faehTar & re3iTel A, Afe; 30T 3T Tod Teflel T o TG H 37T 8, Al ST Frarmiaar
I awr ware, $gfaeT 9faRie iR M Taet A= AR ae S 8|

o Researchers have called for a rethink of prenatal care, with glucose control as a
primary concern right from the start of pregnancy.

QAT o ST SEreiTer Y oT: WHYATT o1 JTeare] 2T &, foae seqmrer fag=ror =t
B3 A & Ui & =i =g

e The aim is not only to deal with diabetes in pregnancy but to prevent it before it
starts, as stated earlier, through a policy called primordial prevention.

3Ry Tath TSHTaEAT F AYAT T TG AT oA81, Sioeh S8 YT Bl ¥ ggal Aehedl §, SIAT
o ggel ST 913, ToIe e AFATA (primordial prevention) el ST &

e The goal of primordial prevention is to prevent diabetes from ever developing in the
first place and decrease risk factors before they occur.

H AFUTH HT 36527 ¢ o AYAT hT BT & o &Y, 3R @A FRFT T 3eTeh 3cTeed ot
8 Ugel 8 A T fear S|

The eight-week strategy
3TS TTATE I I0TAITT

e To mitigate these risks, a new model of early GDM intervention has been proposed,
focusing on a key eight-point agenda.

ST STEHAT Tl HH Fel o olT GDM F IRTHF gEAT T UF 44T ATSH STdTdd [T
T §, S U 3me-fag welst W HRA B
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o Firstly, glucose testing by eight weeks of pregnancy.

T Ugel, TATTEAT & HTS WCATE deh To[roT GUETOT FohaT SiTeT Mg T

o That way, anything potentially wrong could be picked up before it starts harming the
development of the unborn.

8 g, AT T # ITeTc 81 T8 &1 ol 3H U & RAFIH FY THATT Tga & 96 & Ty
ST ThT g

o Secondly, doing so will prevent foetal hyperinsulinemia, and thereby, no long-term
hypoglycemia (low sugar levels) is observed.

T, ST 30T GRS AATAAT Y AehT S Fehell ¥, AR 50 e drepfered
ETSUI TS TRET (T T TR) T 8T

o Ifthe 10-week glucose control of postprandial blood sugar remains below 110
mg/dL, metabolic risks will be limited.

I 10 weaTe & AeeifSae sors IR T AT 110 mo/dL & F @, o TamaaT snf@s
AT Qe

¢ In case the postprandial blood sugar levels are over 110 mg/dL, medical nutrition
therapy and low-dose metformin (250 mg twice daily) can halt the rise of glucose.

g YTt & a1g Y ST YR T T 110 mo/dL & 3 g1, aF AfdFer sgfeen Rt 3l
FH GUF Y ATHITAA (250 AT foret 7 &Y aR) @ Tofeplst & T 1 a1 W el ST Hebell
gl

e There is clinical evidence that this strategy has been effective in preventing GDM in
the third trimester with less probability.

Aerfas areT adra § 6 T8 oreifa e fa Y & GDM &Y Awvet 7 31t wormd W B

o |t further prevents the necessity of insulin therapy, since it is at this stage that GDM is
mostly diagnosed.

TE T TerT FToreT A Y 3maRaehar 1 i Aohelt §, Fifeh GDM AR TR $HY =RoT
H Y8 ST B

The Indian Context

ARAT IR
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e Currently, India has more than seventy-seven million people with diabetes, and the
numbers are increasing.

TIATT H HRT & 7.7 O3 T 30F A1 s¥iediar § Nfga &, 31k I8 I3 dodt ST @ 8

e Itis pretty alarming that about 20% of pregnant women in India develop GDM,
exposing both the mothers and their offspring to long-term health burdens related to
metabolic disease.

Ig HThT TRIcToToteh & foh $IRC & o1aTs1aT 20% etaelt ARFATT rsterreier 7eAT (GDM) &
difsa g €, forea A 3K fRre) A=t ot rdamforr Aeraifor it & @ giaT B

e One reason this is so is because the maternal care checklists and prenatal care
guidelines remain anchored to traditional screening times.

SHHT Ueh HRUT Ig & Toh HI SWIHTeT hT Yehfoee 3N JHaqd SWeTer feenfaiger el st
ORI ST §a o3 3R 2

e There are several issues which are prevalent only in India that make early intervention
all the more important.

AR H $o T AEATT § S Shdel TgI Tafold g 3R T IR geaaia w1 3 off sl
A S &

e Lack of early care: The majority of women of Indian origin do not go for antenatal
checkups until the second trimester, thereby missing the screening period.

URTRS S@aTer 1 Y. 3fRenier STRART F{ot T AfGTT gud fAAd g gaaqd oid &
fore &t i, foredr 3 whfeler & worr &t e el €1

¢ Indian women are more vulnerable to insulin resistance and diabetes profile than any
other racial group. Therefore, early diagnosis and intervention are critical.

AR Afged ggforer wferier 3iv srafedisr Mieme & gfa e o 3 el wag
elet 3 3O daeeTelel &1 saferT, YRS ggate 3R gFaaiq cdd 3TaeTH ¢

e Not only patients but healthcare providers too lack sufficient knowledge of first-
trimester hyperglycemia and its possible consequences.

&t 7S &1 7T afcs Fareey qar arar3il S o ugelt faame) i g78 sofs PR 3R 56
Gerfad garrat & AR & gAied SRy 718! g |
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e Therefore, the development of early GDM screening and intervention policy across
the country is now absolutely critical.

zafoIT SR A YRIAF GDM TR 3 geaaia Sifa &1 e 319 31cdd 3mad+ g

Rethinking Clinical Guidelines

Aerfas fenfadat w gafdar

o Diabetologists have lately urged early detection of blood glucose levels.

BTl &1 # SATIIAITSCH of 58 @IS oael i TRIAF 1 N AR &7 ¢

e While concluding the 18th Annual Conference of Diabetes in Pregnancy Study
Group India (DIPSI 2024), the delegates and experts stressed the following points:

STAfEIST 37 YooY ¥t 9 33T (DIPSI 2024) & 187 a1f¥a Foaierer & FATIT W
wfafafert 3 faQrat o ot figait o o fe:

o Risk modification through pre-conception period concerns, dietary control,
exercise, and preventive medication before conception;

o ITEROT ¥ Ygel ohl FrauTiadr, 3MeR [FI307, saramad 31K fAaRe gansit & AregqT &
INT@A A AT AT

o Long-term monitoring of blood glucose levels in high-risk pregnant mothers to
trace glucose levels throughout pregnancy.

o 3T N aTelt M ATFAT3T 77 X IYehTeT o GRIT sols Tofehral TR I
Ao faerr |

e Some measures are recommended in the national guidelines to implement them and
standardise the care in India.

ST TAG3HT T o] hlet 3 SR H SWHTST BT ATThIehcl et & T IS ferenfadalt &
% 3UTY FSHT 9T ¢ |
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The facts are evident and vivid — timely interventions can eradicate complications that
last a lifetime.

J2T TISC § — FHT T FEIEIT 37TSideT IgeT aTell ATl el AT T TheT & |

To ensure that this new approach works, there is a need for a new conceptualisation of
maternal care involving all the stakeholders, including care providers, policymakers,
and the general public.

$H ST TTCHIT T Hbl Foilel & [oIT AT SWHTS $Y 57§ HTUROI T 3ILTHT §, TordH
asft e &1 anfAer fomar ST — awaTer erar, Sfa aTar 31k 3me Sterar|

Key steps include: Developing educational programmes to encourage healthcare
providers in primary and remote areas to use early glucose screening.

HEI dheAt 7 A §: Irafies 3R qrerer a1 & Fareey wiA) S IRiAF sehrer
TRIATT & T dicaTied eet 8 At Frdwat &1 o |

Changing the guidelines for pregnancy care across all the States and territories to
provide glucose screening by the eighth week.

it =t 3T &Y F sraTawar Swae & feanfadent +t seoer arfes 3med aearg a&
TS TR G & aw|

Making all tests and treatment accessible and affordable for the mother and the
foetus is another key recommendation.

AT 31 o707 a1t o forw Jeft Siver 3t 3R @Y geror 3R Rrwrret a1 v 3R Fgeayer
gea gl

New Standard of Maternal Health
HTQW?WWW

Diabetes prevention starts in the womb.

HYAT A AFATH 797 7 & Y& el 2

Consequently, the first eight weeks of preghancy pose a critical period.
SHTOIT, IHTTEAT o YU HTS WCATE Ueh AT AT B o |

Since diabetes is a major emerging epidemic in India, adapting this standard of
maternal care is no longer a choice; it is a must.

e s # AT T 39l g6 IR FEAI &, SHIAT 50 Al ST AT
39T e RAheq AT, afow AT §
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o |If allowed to fight diabetes, we should do it right from the roots, or in this case, from the
womb.

3R §H STATIEST & ofSel &l AT T, oY &3 SEehT YB3 I3 A, 1ol 8 AHA H st
q FHLET AT

Indoor air pollution: can better design help protect our health?

GS Paper Il

zubediEnvironment

ost of us tend to think of air

pollution in terms of what is

outside the house or build-
ing we are currently in: exhaust from
motor vehicles on the streets, smoke,
and industrial fumes perhaps, but is
the air we are breathing inside any
better? Does it pose a risk to our
? Can superior construction
and design of urban infrastructure
help mitigate indoor air pollution
hazards?

In India, while conversations
around outdoor air pollution have
gained ground, the same focus has
not yet been given to indoor air qual-
ity in buildings, despite the fact that
most people in urban areas spend 70
1090% of their time indoors, says Kal-
pana Balakrishnan Dean (Research),
Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher
Education and Research, Chennai.

Understanding indoor pollution
While most of the indoor or house-
hold air pollution in India still comes
from the use of solid fuels for cook-
ing, primarily in rural areas, in urban
areas, where the switch to cleaner
fuels such as gas has mostly been
made, there are several other sources
of indoor air pollution.

Indoor Air Quality (IAQ), as per
the US. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), refers to the air quality
within and around buildings and
structures, especially as it relates to

the health and comfort of building
occupants. Understanding and con-
trolling common pollutants indoors
can help reduce your risk of indoor
health concerns, it says.

“Indoor air pollution is a very
broad term as it compi bath in-
door sources of pollution as well as
pollution from outdoors that has infil-
trated indoors. In India, it is very diffi-
cult to distinguish between the sourc-
es, because unlike other countries,
where homes and buildings might be
more insulated from the outdoors,
this is not the case with most places
in our country, making air pollution
heterogeneous. Our biggest concern
here is the penetration of outdoor air
indoors,” says Dr. Balakrishnan.

Outdoor (ambient) air pollution is
grouped as a class 1 carcinogen,
meaning it is cancer-causing, apart
from contributing to a whole host of
other di: , including respiratory
ailments, cardiovascular disease, and
diabetes.

Dr. Balakrishnan explained that in-
door air pollution is also caused by
activities inside a building and by the
structure (and materials used) itself.
“For instance, smoking, cooking, use
of chemical cleaners, and mosquito
coils or incense sticks could all im-
pact the quality of air indoors,” she
said. And then, the building itself —
the furnishings, vapour from paint or
plastering on walls, as well as biolog-
ical contaminants such as mould -
can also contribute to indoor air pol-

Indoor air pollution:

health?

lution and impact the health of peo-
ple using the building, she explained.

Impact of indoor air pollution

The EPA states that health effects
from indoor air pollution can be ex-
perienced soon after exposure or

possibly years later. Some of the im-
medi; s are irritation of
the eyes, nose, and throat; headach-

es; dizziness; and fatigue. Such im-
mediate effects are usually short-
term and treatable.

However, it notes that some effects
may be similar to those from colds or
other viral diseases, making it impor-
tant to pay attention to the time and
place symptoms occur. Health issues
that may show up years after expo-
sure, or only after long or repeated
periods of exposure may include res-
piratory diseases, heart disease, and
cancer, it says.

A build-up of carbon dioxide with-
in an indoor space due to a large
number of people using the same
space, combined with poor ventila-
tion, is also known to cause symp-
toms of sickness.

Generally, it is challenging to pre-
cisely point out to what extent poor
1AQ can affect health, as information
regarding the a n between
the two is inadequate, states a 2021
paper, ‘An Investigative Study on Per-
ceived Indoor Air Quality During CO-
VID-19 Lockdown in India’ by T.K. Be-
dds, this should
be considered a public healt]

The most common dangerous domesti
pollutants which cause poor indoor air
quality. GETTY IMAGES

Better building design
ing indoor air quality in de-
sign is crucial, says Mahesh Ramanu-
Jjam, president & CEO Global Network
for Zero, an independent green certi-
fication body helping businesses,
buildings, and cities achieve net-zero
emissions. One major reason for in-
door air pollution, he points out, is
that there is lack of good ventilation —
most buildings and houses tend to
shut their doors and windows to keep
the outside out, meaning there is
poor airflow, resulting in the circula-
tion of air over and over, giving path-
ogens a chance to to spread.

In settings where it is possible, he
says, opening doors and windows
and bringing in sunlight as well as the
use of plants indoors can help. Sun-
light is known to have beneficial ef-
fects on health and aid in recovery.
But where this is not possible, say in

healthcare facilities where sterile set-
tings are important, designing and
building to minimise indoor air pollu-
tion can go a long way.

When it comes to the building it-
self, he says, for ral years now,
there has been on decreasing
the use of volatile organic com-
pounds like formaldehyde as a strate-
gy to address health and well-being.

An intentional design process that
incorporates, for instance, skylights,
bringing daylight into pathways and
hallways, and designing spaces that
allow for the movement of people,
can help. This can be combined with
the use of air purifier units, and high
quality HEPA filters to keep out par-
ticulate matter and using toxin-free
cleaners and greenery where possi-
ble, to help with improved air and
better health.

‘Do it while planning®
Studies suggest that indoor concen-
trations of air pollutants are increas-
ing, driven by factors such as the
types of chemicals in home products,
inadequate ventilation, hotter tem-
peratures, and higher humidity, says
the U.S’s National Institute of Envi-
ronmental Health Sciences. This may
be of particular concern in India,
where a spike in heat, combined with
humidity in coastal cities, is already
beginning to show impacts on health.
Healthy design elements are easy
to incorporate while building a new
structure but can also be retrofitted

in existing old buildings, though this
may be more challenging, says Sumi-
ta Vasudevan, an associate at APRO-
build, an architecture and interior
design firm based in Chennai. “Ear-
lier, anything that was green was
more expensive, but costs have come
down, making the difference only
marginal; green elements are now
part of the design in most buildings.
Post-COVID-19, there has been a focus
on filtered air, and this is incorporat-
ed now into buildings, especially
places such as hospitals, through de-
sign,” she points out.

Buildings that are going to have
most rooms air-conditioned must fo-
cus on easy-to-maintain surfaces,
separation of zones and ease of
movement so that there are not too
many people using the same room to-
gether, natural lighting where possi-
ble, proper waste disposal, and, in
settings where necessary, good air fil-
ters, said Ms. Vasudevan.

Where a sterile setting is not re-
quired and air pollution outdoors is
not much of a concern, a back to bas-
ics approach may be beneficial: open
your windows for ventilation and sur-
round yourself with greenery.

zubeda.h@thehindu.co.in

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

can better design help protect our

SASR a1 YGUOT: FAT Sgail (S5 gAR TR i T&TT HT Fehel

I)

« Most of us tend to think of air pollution in terms of what is
outside the house or building we are currently in: exhaust from
motor vehicles on the streets, smoke, and industrial fumes
perhaps, but is the air we are breathing inside any better?

FAH W ITAHIA AT I YGUOT HT 3H & 7 FieIad g S O AT IARA &

STEY 31T . S WSHT W AT argat § fyameter arelm ¢3rm, 4o 3k

e Does it pose arisk to our health? Can superior construction and design of urban
infrastructure help mitigate indoor air pollution hazards?
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T Ig AN TR F AT Tar Yer ohear &2 a1 gl gfaamet o &1 g faTor 3k
33T T8I ATy TGHUT & WRI I i A H Hee X Hohell 672

e InIndia, while conversations around outdoor air pollution have gained ground, the
same focus has not yet been given to indoor air quality in buildings.

TR #, STl aTedl a1 9T IR IaTV 9 TEV &, Jel #7aeil & $eI8R a1y I[orawr o 3T
€T oTel fear AT B |
o Despite the fact that most people in urban areas spend 70 to 90% of their time indoors,

says Kalpana Balakrishnan, Dean (Research), Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher
Education and Research, Chennai.

STeifeh Qg 8T 3 JTTEIeRTer ST 319=1T 70 & 90% WA e T &, AT gt & Fearoft
STETFSOTS T, ST AT el 3o RIGT AR ST TEATA, Teels T HTHUT SNt 8 |

Understanding indoor pollution

§ASN YGWOT I HHST

e While most indoor or household air pollution in India still comes from the use of solid
fuels for cooking, primarily in rural areas, in urban areas the switch to cleaner fuels like
gas has mostly been made.

HR # 7T Be ATy wewor 37ef) ofY arefior &3t 7 @rer gehiet o folv 3 §eait &
3YANET @ AT 8, STaieh B &1 H Faes SU=! S8 I o1 39T 3ifeeh g1 Johl &

e There are several other sources of indoor air pollution in urban settings.
UG SAThT H SIS T TNUT & s 3+ W o AHlog &1

e Indoor Air Quality (IAQ), as per the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
refers to the air quality within and around buildings and structures.

IANFT AT FEIVT TIHHT (EPA) & IHoJHR, AR 1Y 07T (IAQ) 7=t 3N
A3 & $fIc AR IEU Y g I[0TaT Y eRMell &

o Especially as it relates to the health and comfort of building occupants.
Ig TaRIY &9 & 8191 H g1 areil & Fareed AR giyer & defea gl

e Understanding and controlling common pollutants indoors can help reduce your risk
of indoor health concerns, it says.

HTH SR TGN ! HASTEAT 3N AT el FarEeT FATATIHT & Tl I A T Hehell

g, UAT EPA &I &g g1

e “Indoor air pollution is a very broad term as it comprises both indoor sources of
pollution as well as pollution from outdoors that has infiltrated indoors,” says Dr.
Balakrishnan.
"$AER AT YGWOT Uh Sgcl cATIeh QUee; § F2ifeh g0 SfiendY wauor & W 3R I & 3feq
37T GGNOT Gleil QMR I 8, ST. STATHSOTT gl &

e InIndia, it is very difficult to distinguish between the sources because unlike other
countries, buildings are not very insulated from the outdoors.
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H H SoT Al o sl AT AT Aol © e 3o ST hT Jofoll H g1 hT SARC qTedr
AT @ 3T YA AEH Bl |

Our biggest concern here is the penetration of outdoor air indoors.

TET T IET AT aTedl §aT T 3ET YA FIAT & |

Outdoor (ambient) air pollution is grouped as a class 1 carcinogen, meaning it is

cancer-causing, apart from contributing to diseases like respiratory ailments,
cardiovascular disease, and diabetes.

e (TATERORR) AT YGWOT &l Farq 1 FfHaoteT I AN & @1 31§, Ilell Tg FAT
FHIOT &eT Tehcll &, 3N TE aWT T, §&F AT, 3R AYAT ST STATRIT A 817 Fereres shiem
gl

Dr. Balakrishnan explained that indoor air pollution is also caused by activities inside
a building and by the structure/materials used.

ST, STATEHSUTS & TATAT o SR AT TGUOT $1aT & $fia¥ 1 arfafaferat 3k wvaemamah
% HROT T I 8|

For instance, smoking, cooking, use of chemical cleaners, and incense sticks could
all impact the quality of air indoors.

30T & ToIU, (AT, WIAT F=11T, THRATAF Felle H1 39T IR IeRad Tof sk
T Y IUTIT I FHITIS T Tl |

The building itself — the furnishings, vapours from paint/plastering, and biological
contaminants such as mould — can contribute to indoor air pollution.

I e — S edtar, Je/Camee $T 31, 3R Sifas yqus o1 Bhdl — 8 SsR arg
YENOT H ARG & Hehl & |

Impact of indoor air pollution

TSR aTg YWYl T J8I1d

The EPA states that health effects from indoor air pollution can be experienced soon
after exposure or years later.

EPA & 38R, $A8K a1 YGUOT § TIRLY W Ye7Ta il AT a8t a1 o fe &eh &
Immediate effects include irritation of eyes, nose, throat; headaches; dizziness;
fatigue.

Xl BIoT aTel ToATel # 37T, A1 A arer 3 Sreter; RATEE, TFHT AT, YTt ATTAA &
These short-term effects are usually treatable.

I IFeqFIfad THT HGN W 3R AT g 2

However, some effects may mimic colds or viral diseases, making it important to
observe timing and place of symptoms.

glelifeh, e THIT Wl AT AR ANATRAT AR/ 97 WFA ¢, SATAT F&ToTt H7 777 AR T4
FHSTAT T ¢

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page89



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

e Health issues that appear years after exposure or prolonged exposure may include
respiratory disease, heart disease, and cancer.

gt a1g AT F9 THAT dF Y& # TE I 7 TIELT GHTITT &Y bl & 37 2qHeT AT,
e 91, 3 FaT anfAaT &

e Carbon dioxide build-up in a crowded room with poor ventilation can also cause
sickness symptoms.

T dfEAerT arel iS3TS aTel e H FIaeT SEAHTFATSS FT STATT 3 fAR F oafor

3o Y GhdT g

o Itis challenging to precisely measure how poor IAQ affects health due to inadequate
data, states a 2021 paper by T.K. Bedi et al.

T.K. Bedi 3iR 3= gaRT faf@d 2021 % v MUqe & [0, T Sl HIhel &
T |1AQ TATELY I fohdaAT TeTTfad T § Fifeh 39 9T 3T 9T & |

e However, it adds, this should be considered a public health issue.
gTctiTeh, Tg Y el 3137 § foh 38 U AIdSt e TARELT GHAEIT ATAT ST A1fRU|
Better building design
Sga} H7a f3omg

e« Prioritising indoor air quality in design is crucial, says Mahesh Ramanujam, president &
CEO Global Network for Zero, an independent green certification body helping
businesses, buildings, and cities achieve net-zero emissions.

%mﬁmwmﬁmﬁm@ama UHT el § FLl TATTTH
&1, S Global Network for Zero & 37¢eT 31X @$370 §, S cIa@ml, ARG 3T A8 &
AT-FRY IS ITod Fled & TR—IAT Al 6|

e+ One major reason for indoor air pollution, he points out, is that there is lack of good
ventilation — most buildings and houses tend to shut their doors and windows to keep

the outside out, meaning there is poor airflow, resulting in the circulation of air over and
over, giving pathogens a chance to spread.

3eglel ST foh SASK ATg TGWUT T Ueh YHAW HROT e feaere it Faft § — 3iftsher
SARG 3R =R g¥ars 3R [@sfar s Wd §, forad ag §9r @« giar ¢ 3R a8 gar ar-
IR gAT §, a8 Meratetes Hhotet &7 3raa? fRerar g1

o - In settings where it is possible, he says, opening doors and windows and bringing in
sunlight as well as the use of plants indoors can help.

STl I G &1, 981 aaret AR FRsfRar @err, 4a &1 3ieT o= 3R e glut & gter
HEG Y ThdT g
e+ Sunlight is known to have beneficial effects on health and aid in recovery.

T I FAELY T ITHEHRT FHTE SToled 3R 3T A 3sA H WETAeh HIGAT STl & |

o + But where this is not possible, say in healthcare facilities where sterile settings are
important, designing and building to minimise indoor air pollution can go a long way.

QifeheT STET U5 T 6T &, S0 FaARELT YA 3 5761 FIeo TATaNoT F&Y 31T &, T8l
fesirget 3R TAATOT & $TER aTg YGWOT T Al HIAT g TeTIh & Tehell &
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* When it comes to the building itself, he says, for several years now, there has been a
focus on decreasing the use of volatile organic compounds like formaldehyde as a
strategy to address health and well-being.

SART % TR W, Nod w3 aut & wAfesgss S amsaeiie sifaw giffst o1 393 s
Flal W eAT &1 317 38T ¢ drfeh Tareed 3R o107 ol SgaR §e11T oIl Heh |

* An intentional design process that incorporates, for instance, skylights, bringing
daylight into pathways and hallways, and designing spaces that allow for the movement
of people, can help.

Teh 3EGTYUT TSTSeT TishaT [STae FhI$aTsed, Wi fasd Vel T Tt R glord 3 offel
3R AT Y GRET 81, a8 WeTId g Fhell g

* This can be combined with the use of air purifier units, and high quality HEPA filters
to keep out particulate matter and using toxin-free cleaners and greenery where
possible, to help with improved air and better health.

S8 1Y TI SAGRR JfATH, 3o I[urardm & HEPA fhecd, faw e Felier, 31k gt
T31d g1 gRAT 7 ST fohaT ST Hehell & cATieh gaT 3R T et H GUR 8l

‘Do it while planning’

"ASTAT & AT & FY

« Studies suggest that indoor concentrations of air pollutants are increasing, driven by
factors such as the types of chemicals in home products, inadequate ventilation,
hotter temperatures, and higher humidity, says the U.S.’s National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences.

ARG & National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences &7 %gaT & foh
ITEIAT ¥ T Tl § o SIS AT IqW! H1 FX 96 T@T &, FoTaent HROT BXe] Ieamat &
T, qATed dfeaiere, 318 argamT, 3R 3= Aar 39 R &

» This may be of particular concern in India, where a spike in heat, combined with
humidity in coastal cities, is already beginning to show impacts on health.

Ig AR & forv fadw Riar 1 fawar g @erar &, STar et 311 a&Rr ere”y & 3méan st sear
UgS A &) TR 9T 3 @ wr

» Healthy design elements are easy to incorporate while building a new structure but
can also be retrofitted in existing old buildings, though this may be more challenging,
says Sumita Vasudevan, an associate at APRObuild, an architecture and interior design
firm based in Chennai.

APRODbuild (TS 3Temie nfdeerer 3R AR f3irset tal) it gt giaar
argeae Fgcl § foh Faey f3amser dacal 1 78 SARGT 3 A AT AT BIell &, Afehet
Soo QT SARAT H ST 81 ST FehelT &, Telifeh T UIST YUY &1 Fehell &1

« “Earlier, anything that was green was more expensive, but costs have come down,

making the difference only marginal; green elements are now part of the design in most
buildings.
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"TEo §Re ded AT gl A, AfheT 31 9T Te IS § 3R AR AR @ T E; 39
3THAR ARG 7 AT F3omsa F1 grarga &1

e + Post-COVID-19, there has been a focus on filtered air, and this is incorporated now
into buildings, especially places such as hospitals, through design,” she points out.

FIfA5-19 & 91 fhees T T IR 96 1T & 3R 319 Ig T3NS & ATEIH & WA ]
HEGATAT ST STITRT # MMl fohar ST @I & l"

e < Buildings that are going to have most rooms air-conditioned must focus on easy-to-
maintain surfaces, separation of zones and ease of movement so that there are not
too many people using the same room together, natural lighting where possible,

proper waste disposal, and, in settings where necessary, good air filters, said Ms.
Vasudevan.

STET SARAT H TSR FI TAX-HENAS gieT, TgT 3THTAT & AT glet aTell Tae), 831 Fr
JUFHIT, 3R FIH IHMERTHA W AT SAT MG cATfeh Teh &Y A A 31Tk ofer Teh T of
g1, W o Verel, 31 Fa F1 3R fgerer, 31K 57T 3mavae g, 3 a1y et o
TN AT ARV

e +Where a sterile setting is not required and air pollution outdoors is not much of a
concern, a back to basics approach may be beneficial: open your windows for
ventilation and surround yourself with greenery.

STEl FEEE ATATaOT T STl 61 gl 3 AT A TqWoT 37fereh fidm & faw 71 8, el
U 9fAF 39 3UATN g Fora & Fsfhar @l arfes afeerersT & 31T 3rge IRy 31}
gharel Wi
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Now, justice

Rana’s extradition allows Indian
prosecutors to probe his Pakistan links

eventeen years after the Mumbai 26/11 ter-
S ror attacks, India is preparing for the trial

of Tahawwur Hussain Rana, who was ex-
tradited by the United States this week. The ex-
tradition of a co-conspirator in the planning of
the attacks that left 166 people dead is proof of
the success of India’s counter-terror diplomacy
with the U.S., and the tenacity of Indian investiga-
tors. Mr. Rana was first arrested by the U.S. in
2009, as an accomplice of David Headley, the
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) operative tasked by Pakis-
tan to carry out the reconnaissance for targets in
Mumbai by LeT terrorists, as well as for being a
part of a plan to attack a newspaper office in Co-
penhagen. As Mr. Headley’s childhood friend and
colleague, Mr. Rana, a Canadian-American citi-
zen and a former Pakistan military doctor,
helped plan the attacks and facilitate his multiple
entries to India, including once after the attacks,
according to U.S. prosecutors. While Mr. Rana
was not convicted for the Mumbai attacks in the
U.S. trial, he was convicted for his LeT terror
links and involvement in the Copenhagen conspi-
racy, and spent some part of a 14-year sentence in
U.S. prisons. His extradition will allow Indian
prosecutors to put on trial one of the men charge-
sheeted in absentia for the 26/11 attacks; to ex-
tract more information on his Pakistan links; and
to further the cause of justice after the dastardly
artacks that brought the nation to a standstill. Aj-
mal Kasab, the only one of the 10 LeT gunmen
caught alive, was convicted and hanged in 2012.

The prosecutors of the National Investigation

Agency, who have followed the 26/11 trail since
2009, will now need to conduct a similar and un-
impeachable time-bound trial. The government
would also need to investigate certain unan-
swered questions: including whether Mr. Rana
continued to have provable links with the Pakis-
tani military; whether there is more evidence on
the extent of Pakistan’s official complicity, and
why the U.S. chose to enter into a plea bargain
with Mr. Headley, giving him immunity from ex-
tradition despite a treaty with India. When com-
pared to Mr. Rana, he was clearly the more prov-
ably diabolical and culpable agent for the
conspiracy. It is also curious that the U.S., that
had been tracking Mr. Headley even before the
26/11 attacks, did not alert Indian authorities of
his return to India for another reconnaissance
operation in early 2009. It is hoped that Mr. Ra-
na’s trial will turn the spotlight back on Pakistan,
and generate enough pressure on it to cooperate
_ in the prosecution of seven LeT terror comman-
ders, including Hafiz Saeed who planned, trained
and equipped the terrorists for the attacks. To
that end, Mr. Rana’s extradition is a significant
step in the quest for justice and closure for the
victims of the 26/11 attacks and their families.

Justice after extradition: On Tahawwur
Hussain Rana

W#mmzwgﬂaww

Rana’s extradition allows Indian prosecutors to probe his links
with Pakistan

TMOTT T TeIIOT HRAT IFAANSTHT Y TIfFEdT @ 39S Gaul 6 5=
$ ITATT ZaT

» Seventeen years after the Mumbai 26/11 terror attacks, India is
preparing for the trial of Tahawwur Hussain Rana, who was
extradited by the United States this week.

e 26/11 ATt gell & TAE TY e, SR dTgeal gateT UM %
FHEH HT AR A @R, TS § Heele FYF T ARG @
i R )

*» The extradition of a co-conspirator in the planning of the attacks
that left 166 people dead is proof of the success of India’s counter-
terror diplomacy with the U.S. and the tenacity of Indian
investigators.

SoT §HAAT T ATSTAT STt aTel Ueh HE-FITSNAFAT HT TeI9oT, T
166 &Y AR 7T &, R Y Adwarg-UH Fesiifer 3N aRaT
SATraehd13i T T&dT T JHTOT &

* Rana was first arrested in 2009 in the U.S. as an accomplice of
David Headley, the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) operative tasked with
reconnaissance for the attacks.

0T T ggell IR 2009 H HANFT F PRFAR fFa 7137 o1, F4ifF a8
3fas a5l o1 TEaelt or, S AeET-v-dET (LeT) &7 TeET o7 3R
g o T TRATE T SIRTHY I o1 TS1#AT 39 Hir ar 7|

* He was also part of a plan to attack a newspaper office in
Copenhagen.

g PIAARIT & Th HWER FRATTT U gAS T Jiatar o1 oY fgzar |

* As Headley’s childhood friend and colleague, Rana, a
Canadian-American citizen and a former Pakistan military

doctor, helped plan the attacks and facilitated his multiple entries into India, including once
after the attacks, according to U.S. prosecutors.

¥Soll FT T T G 3R TEHHAT T0M, Th FASS-HARST ARTRS 3 7 wifdhearnh d=
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STFeT, o gl T TIoTolT TATad H FHee T 3R HRA H HE TR YA T A I &, 5T v aR
&l & a1 ot enfdrer o1, TAT AP JTRAATSTRT T gl g

* While Rana was not convicted for the Mumbai attacks in the U.S. trial, he was convicted for
his LeT terror links and involvement in the Copenhagen conspiracy, and spent part of a 14-
year sentence in U.S. prisons.

gleTifeh IO &1 3ARHT A Ha$ goval & forw S w181 ST a1, Afehet 38 et § Faw 3N
AT YSIT A AR oh ForT Sl ST a1, 3R 38T 14 AT Y Wl T $© REAT IR
T Siet # T

* His extradition will allow Indian prosecutors to put on trial one of the men charge-sheeted in
absentia for the 26/11 attacks.

3HHT FIGUT R AT T 26/11 §Ha & forw R-Alegah F 3R v cafed
HeheH H ool T 31ATT o |

« It will help extract more information on his Pakistan links and further the cause of justice
after the dastardly attacks that brought the nation to a standstill.

I 3T TIferedre ¥ Wl Y 31fF THR TIed H H AGg H1 3R 37 FX g1 & 916 #41T
Y IFRAT T 3T FETTaT, foiegisl X &2T I 13 & foam |

* Ajmal Kasab, the only one of the 10 LeT gunmen caught alive, was convicted and hanged
in 2012.

IHSTH FHE, ST 10 THT gHATAN H T 3helT ST ThST 3T, T 2012 H greY SgIrhT Bid &
IS oY

Questions After Extradition: The Road Ahead in the Tahawwur Rana Case

TeIYIT & 91 3& FaTel: dga? UM T H 3T HY T

e The prosecutors of the National Investigation Agency (NIA), who have been following
the 26/11 trail since 2009, must now ensure a similar and unimpeachable time-
bound trial.

TS S THHT (NIA) & 3THASTH, ST 2009 & 26/11 §H Y SATT HI @ &, T 379 Th
AT 3R fAfdare gagacy gweaAr giArad e grem|

e The government must investigate unanswered questions, such as whether Rana had
ongoing provable links with the Pakistani military.

TIhR T o I aF FaRa Faral T ST N AIMT, SHY o o1 oM & qifrearat
a1 & 9 off wenfore waer |

¢ Authorities must examine whether more evidence exists on the extent of Pakistan’s
official complicity in the attacks.
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3TN Y g ot SW@aT TR T AT gl & TIfehEare &Y 3R Gfercaar o
AT 3R JATT 3T B

e The government must seek answers on why the U.S. entered into a plea bargain with
David Headley, granting him immunity from extradition, despite having an
extradition treaty with India.

XRR T Tg 3 FHSAT G oh IR & WY TeqqoT G @1 & ararsyg, 37ARFT 4 3fas
el & wry wAglar 4t fram 3R 38 gerdor & ge w9t & s

e Compared to Rana, Headley was a more clearly culpable and diabolical conspirator
in the attacks.

Tror Y et A, et rftre Tuve w0 & At 3tk wgHEERY safFa o)
e ltis concerning that the U.S. was tracking Headley even before the 26/11 attacks, yet

did not alert Indian authorities when he re-entered India in early 2009 for another
reconnaissance mission.

I Fidratete ¢ fo AR 26/11 & gga &) gsell 0T Ao 3@ @7 91, Y off 579 9 2009
Y YIHTT A SYTRT A 37T, T AR IrfAFRAT = gfre ww@t fam rm)

o Rana’s trial is expected to refocus global attention on Pakistan and generate
pressure to prosecute the seven Lashkar-e-Taiba commanders, including Hafiz
Saeed, who planned, trained, and equipped the terrorists.

T T FeheAT qifshEdrel T ARaeh ATeT SHaRT Hid X FeheTl & 3R TFT-T-AgaT &
1T FATSA, 5137 g1t We AT &, F WoTh FIETE F AT G919 a1 FHhaT &,
forgier arafanat s Jrsre, gfdvator 3t Iushaor fEu)

e Thus, Rana’s extradition marks a significant step in the quest for justice and
closure for the victims of the 26/11 attacks and their families.

S Yeh1X, TOTT T TeIUOT 26/11 g F NEAT 3ilv 37 aRart F fow =7 3ilv closure
Y e & v Agcaqof FeH B

National Investigation Agency (NIA)
TS ST TSAET (TATET)

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is India's premier counter-terrorism law
enforcement agency, established to investigate offenses affecting the sovereignty,
security, and integrity of the nation.

TS ST THAHT (TANTET) R hl GHE HTciehare (At Flefet Fader Tt g, Ford e
hT WHTT, FR&T T IWSAT T THTTAT et dlel IORTET T ST & foIw TR fohar s B
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It functions under the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India.

I AR TIFR F I AATIY oh M R Al ¢ |

Establishment and Historical Background

FTYa 3R e geasfa

e The NIA was officially formed on December 31, 2008, after the enactment of the
National Investigation Agency Act, 2008.

TA3NST FI 31 fRHET 2008 it TSET SAw vaid! sffaasr, 2008 F ariRd 8l & a1
3RS &7 @ a1fed forar |

e The agency was created in response to the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks, which
exposed major gaps in India's intelligence and counter-terrorism framework.

TSTHY T 13T 26/11 FHa§ AT g & a1¢ TohaT 3T, TSIHa HR 1 @ v 3ily
rceharTg AR aTAan3i 7 937 @At #r 3R |

o The Government recognized the need for a dedicated agency to handle terror-
related challenges, which led to NIA’s formation.

TR o ATcdware § Fafrd Falfadl § fAues & fov ven ey vl v smaegendr
aﬁqmm,mﬁmaﬁcwmgml

Mandate and Jurisdiction

PR 3T e &

e« The NIA's primary objective is to investigate and prosecute offenses that have
national and cross-border implications, especially related to terrorism and
insurgency.

TANHTSU T HET 368 VI ORI T Srer 3R AT et 8, Toietept Isdir
3 HAT IR 9T BT B, e anrdsharg 3R 33are & G id A 7|

o Under the NIA Act, the agency can investigate offenses listed in its Schedule,
including violations under laws like the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act,
1967, and the Atomic Energy Act, 1962.

TAITET HRFE & dd, T8 TS T SreTerelt A qEfaer vyt i S A%
Fehcll 8, Toretel anreraht arfafaferar () srfarfaasr, 1967 3R wamoy 3=t
Frferfaa, 1962 SR isfel & SoolteT AT 2|

e The NIA operates under the Ministry of Home Affairs.
TANHTST 378 HATrT & 37efleT S el gl

e It has pan-India jurisdiction and does not need special permission from states
to operate within their territories.
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SHHT WYUT HRA 7 FAFR &1 § 31 38 Tt & farery rgafar oot hr smraegenar
sTel gldr|
Jurisdiction and Powers

s & AR afFaar

The NIA is empowered to investigate offenses that challenge India's sovereignty,
security, and integrity, including:
TA3TST T R T HYHCAT, GI&T AR r@sar 1 ot A arar roret
ST & 1 AfFd gred g, A anfae €
o Terrorist activities
araehr afafafaat
o Bomb blasts
¥7 Ewe
o Hijacking of aircraft and ships
fRaEt 3t SeEt A reer Fr geAw
o Attacks on nuclear installations
AT gfasstal o gHa
The agency can take over investigations of offenses under the Acts specified in the
Schedule of the NIA Act.
g o weAamsT sfafae i s F s sl F siada e
arel TRTT HT ST 9 g1 H of el ¢

Organizational Structure

HISATCHS &ram
e The Headquarters of the NIA is located in New Delhi.

TANHTST ol AEATIT 75 feeell # &I B
It is led by a Director General (DG), who is an officer from the Indian Police

Service (IPS).
ST Acfcd AR gfAF FaT (IPS) & Ueh TASRY SaRT T ST 8, oiee

ABAGAF (DG) el ST &
e Supporting officers include:

e JFRT Aefaf@d gia &

Special Director General / Additional Director General — assist in

o

strategic and operational matters.
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ey AgiAgers / sifaRea Agfages - wEifas stk gareacas s@tF
NHECIERGES

o Inspector General (IG) — supervise zones or specialized divisions.
AgfadieT® (1G) — &Y= a7 fAdw sahrsat 1 [AdeTor Fiea £

o Deputy Inspector General (DIG) — manage field operations and assist
IGs.

37 AgIfA{IaT® (DIG) — AeTeT TaX FY FRATSAT FT TaTToId I ¢ 3R IG &
FETIAT A &

o Superintendent of Police (SP) — lead investigative teams.
gfere arefiars (SP) — ST @l &l siccd i & |

o Additional SP and Deputy SP — support in investigations and
administrative work.

faRea SP 31X 39 SP — o= 3R werafas FrRIT F ggdeT Fa &

o Subordinate ranks include Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, ASls, Head
Constables, and Constables.

ot st 3 & Aders, 39-Aders, ggres 39-Fleres, gara [urdr
3R Ry enfAer gla &1

Key Functions and Powers
qeT w14 AR afFaat
o The NIA is empowered to investigate and prosecute offenses related to

terrorism, waging war against the country, and other threats to national
security.

TANTST ! RIS, S F TRTE Iy B R TSET FI&AT T Gk A STefel arel
31T ITRTYT i I 3R FfFASA 1 31ER ureT g

e It has the authority to conduct searches, seizures, and arrests in connection with
scheduled offenses.

g TR e & defa qarelY, stedt 3 RRFar s &1 310 @y B

o The agency coordinates with state police forces and other law enforcement
agencies for intelligence gathering and unified operations.

Ig Toidl! T IfAw Tl 3R 31 HlofeT YacleT Tofaat & 61 GRAAT ATeThiY T
& 3R gaAfraa FE$ & fow Fgder w2

e The NIA maintains databases of terrorist organizations and their operatives to
support intelligence sharing and planning.

TA3NST AT HISAT 3T 3eTeh HEEAT ol STAH TWch o, Torad GRFaT Aremaor
3 st & Aeg A B
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NIA (Amendment) Act, 2019
TANTET (Waere) rfafaae, 2019

In July 2019, the Indian Parliament passed the NIA (Amendment) Bill, enhancing
the agency's powers.

FATE 2019 H, HRCAT FHG o TAAST (Waerer) Frdass o foma, o
ToHT Fr afFaat a¢ TS|

Expanded Jurisdiction: Empowers the NIA to investigate offenses committed
outside India, if they are against Indian citizens or affect Indian interests.

Reaa IFR &7 T3S0 F R & aET T T 3r9RTET A ST S
FT IHR &aT g, IT I AR AFRET F e g7 1 7IRAT Bar
gaTfaa X &l

Additional Offenses: Brings new offenses such as human trafficking, circulation of

counterfeit currency, manufacture and sale of prohibited arms, and cyber-
terrorism under the NIA's purview.

Ffafea sromer AerE aw ), STelt JeT F1 g9R, sfaafta st 1 fAsrr
3 fashr, 31K AEeER ATdwaE S AT WRTET FI TANET & JAVFR &F 7
ST 3T

Special NIA Courts
Y vasTgT SaTey

The NIA Act provides for the establishment of Special Courts for the trial of
scheduled offenses.

TATST IMRAATH & Tgd FqURAT HIeT & =a7iden ghefor g &Ly
FATATAAY T TATYT T YIaen=T gl

As of December 2024, there are 51 Special NIA Courts across India, with two courts
in Ranchi and Jammu designated exclusively for NIA cases.

fqEeR 2024 a%, 9T 7 51 AV vaAsmdT FATe™ §, S W 3R SE
&l 3cTold $del TAHTET AT & faw FuiRa €

These courts ensure speedy and fair trials, and have all powers of a Court of
Sessions under the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973.

T =rTery a9 3R fsaar AFeR gRARaa axd § 3K s &3 i |fa,
1973 & dgd 9 AT 1 gt afFaar urea g1
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Vision and Objectives of NIA
TAATST Y T 3T 35geT

« The NIA aims to evolve as a professional investigative agency adhering to
international standards.

TANTST T e § foh I8 HaASET AT & 3]0 TF YAa ST Toldl &
O H ARfad &l
 Its objectives include:

3@5 3T A g

Creating a deterrent effect for existing and potential terrorist groups.

Aier AR Farfaa sraehr waggt o fov e wemma der e
o Developing as a repository of terrorist-related information.
HdHhae ¥ YT AARN HT HSR T
o Fostering a highly trained and partnership-oriented workforce.

3o R 3R AEieY 3@ FRAGA Sl Hicdried HT|

Extradition of Fugitive Criminals from India

R & NS AT FT FeIIoT

Legislative Basis for Extradition in India

AR A YI9oT &1 faur 3mar

e The Extradition Act, 1962: This Act serves as the foundational legal framework for
extraditing fugitive criminals from India. It was enacted on September 15, 1962, and
consolidates and amends laws related to extradition.

veador afafager, 1962 a8 AAGTA 9RA @ #as et & geador &
fore #Atfers w1l e g 59 15 Rdew 1962 I ARfAGAT fhar ar=r a1 3R
Ig TeaduT ¥ FAfOT FigAr T FARRT AR FNAT Far B

o Bilateral and Multilateral Agreements: Extradition typically requires a bilateral
treaty, agreement, or arrangement with the requesting country. In absence of such
agreements, multilateral conventions (to which both India and the requesting state are
parties) can serve as the legal basis.
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aﬁqmsﬁtagqmw@a:qmﬁwésﬁmmﬁtwwéara;ma
gflaafir wfer, gaslar a1 sgavardr marISEar @i & o wegdor &
AT T 1 TS H IeufeAta A, aguahd @it e sRa 3R
3 A ATl S Gl 98T §, Fefel TR S Hehell ¢ |

o Extradition Treaties and Arrangements: India has extradition treaties with 50
countries and extradition arrangements with 11 additional countries.

JeI9or FRAT 3R IgEIT: AT 7 50 o F 1T gegvor |ieT 3R 11
I AT & WY TIIUr qG€ATe 7§

Central Authority for Extradition Matters
ya9or ATHGT & AT Fr widwor

e Ministry of External Affairs (MEA): The MEA s the central authority overseeing
extradition matters. Within MEA, the Consular, Passport & Visa (CPV) Division
serves as the nodal point for handling extradition requests.

f&er AT (MEA): 9eguur ATl I @@ & Tov f3cer #Ared da1a
WIfSROT § | S8 Fleger, qrdie 3T @G (CPV) TTer Yeador 3eqret &l
oo & fauasa Rigs &7 7 F1d w4 Bl

Key Definitions Under the Extradition Act, 1962
yeador afafaas, 1962 F dgd wH@ aRemnd

o Fugitive Criminal (Section 2(f)): A person accused or convicted of an extradition
offence in a foreign state. It includes those who conspire, attempt, incite, or assist in
committing such offences.

sTaNsT RTE (URT 2(F): vaT ufad G fonddt el o= & werdor 3raRmer
& T IRNAT a1 Qt sg3=A1 727 81 59 9 afag o anfae & s o

Y A & TIT 937, YA, 3HATET AT FFaT Hd ¢

o Extradition Offence (Section 2(c)):
o For treaty states: Any offence mentioned in the extradition treaty.
o For non-treaty states: Any offence punishable with imprisonment of at least
one year under the laws of both India and the foreign state.

JeguoT ORI (URT 2(C)):
o O TsaF T g8 3Ty S yeador §fYr 7 sfeaf@da e
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o W-E TS F AT var Oy S ¥R 3R 39 [l s et &

FleAl & ded FA ¥ FHA UF a¥ § FREAW I ST 81|

« [Foreign State (Section 2(e)): Any state outside India, including its constituent parts,
colonies, or dependencies.

el TST (URT 2(e)): HRA F dET FT s Y T, FHH 39S 37a4q,
sufader ar snfAa & anfde €1

Procedural Framework Under the Extradition Act

geavor Fffaasd & iaedta afrarcas oM

o Chapter IlI: Applies to countries with which India has treaties. Requires a prima
facie case with evidence. The Inquiry Magistrate must be satisfied that there is
enough evidence as if the offence was committed in India.

AT 11: 37 AT ) AR[ AN § ool |1 R T weador wfear g1 s
grfds efSehior F |rag 1 ITavThdl Bl 8| S AfSeee H I§ FhaARad
AT I & foh QuT oATed Wreg gl S R 3Ry IR A T I gl

« Chapter Il1: Pertains to special arrangements with countries. Requires an arrest
warrant and confirmation of the fugitive’s identity. The warrant must be endorsed
by the Central Government, and the offence should qualify as an extradition offence
in India.

I 111: 37 2 & Fafta § 97 a1 9Ra &1 99w yeador sgqaeame
¢ 3u ARwarY are 3R NS & ugas 1 gfve 3maeas gidl §1 are &t
¥% EPR @RI SANeA fhaT ST AfRT 3HR 3RTE @Y ARG H weador
IR ATAT STAT AR

Extradition of Indian Nationals

AR ARINST FT Tgdor

e The Extradition Act, 1962 does not prohibit the extradition of Indian nationals.
However, whether an Indian citizen can be extradited depends on the specific clauses
of the respective extradition treaty.

Teguor AT, 1962 IRAT ARIRST & Jcgqur 9T Gfaaer gt oramdrn|
grolifer, frdlY AR AR T JcaJur gaffd geavor §fr fr fafrse
eRI3MT X IR ar B
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e Some treaties may permit or restrict the extradition of a country's own nationals.
o GiUAf U 3 & AnRE & veador i segAfa & § O 39 wiaefaa
I Bl
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|GS Paper Iii: Economy ]
A cutIn time
Countries must build on their economic
strengths, not create trade barriers
T he Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s Mone-

tary Policy Committee’s unanimous deci-

sion to cut the repo rate by 25 basis
points, to 6%, is a timely reprieve for India’s busi-
ness community. For weeks now, exporting sec-
tors have been imploring the government to has-
ten bilateral trade negotiations with the U.S. to
attempt to shield themselves from President Do-
nald Trump’s “reciprocal” tariffs. The tariffs have
been paused for 90 days, except for the 10% un-
iversal tariff, which is still applicable. The pause,
even while raising tariffs against China to 125% in
a trade stand-off with Beijing, suggests a strategy
pivot to stem the massive sell-off of U.S. treasury
bonds and the gutting of trillions of dollars in
American stock valuations. Worried about an
economic slowdown as investor sentiment turns
negative, the RBI has changed its stance from
“neutral” to “accommodative” that could indi-
cate further rate cuts are likely. A decrease in the
repo rate will most likely be reflected in loan ser-
vice reductions for businesses, homeowners and
retail borrowers, as banks pass on the rate cut.
This began happening hours after the rate cut an-
nouncement. The central bank hopes this rate re-
duction ensures liquidity for businesses in a time
of uncertainty, so that they can continue invest-
ing in the real economy even as they attempt to
diversify their exports.

More ominous, however, is the RBI’s lowered
GDP growth estimates for the current fiscal, from
6.7% to 6.5%. This indicates that despite the RBI's
growth stimulus, steadily declining retail infla-
tion — down to 3.61% in February — and steep falls
in food staple prices, the central bank expects a
growth contraction due to the uncertain eco-
nomic climate. It is a universally accepted eco-
nomic principle that stable governance, along
with a predictable policy framework, is a neces-
sary condition to foster growth. It would be no
exaggeration to say that this principle has been
turned on its head since Mr. Trump’s return as
President. China’s move to impose retaliatory ta-
riffs, totalling 84%, signals the beginning of a full-
blown trade war, the likes of which the world has
not witnessed since the Smoot-Hawley Act of
1930. Those tariffs, with objectives similar to the
current ones — to protect American farming and
manufacturing — ushered in an era of economic
nationalism in the inter-war years, hitting global
trade and contributing significantly to the Great
Depression. Perhaps a lesson for nations must be
that protecting one’s own economy can be
achieved without hurting others, so long as coun-
tries recognise their competitive advantages and
build on them. In America’s case, it is doubling
down on research, education and innovation.

A Cutin Time: On RBI and Repo Rate Cut
AT 9T Feld); Ems 3 39 e d seddfi w®

RBI's Repo Rate Cut Decision
HIE3ME 1 9T I© & Feldr w1 Fokr

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s Monetary Policy
Committee unanimously decided to cut the repo rate by 25
basis points, bringing it down to 6%.

AR Rerd & (e Hr 7t Hfa afdfa  gaaeaa
T Y I© & 25 R carge i wetdt a1 589 6% FT

e This move is considered a timely reprieve for India’s
business community.

g e H R & SR FHEH & [T AT I [Ed AT ST 38T
gl

Concerns of Exporting Sectors

ferafrer &Y=t fr fRrare

o For the past few weeks, exporting sectors have been
requesting the government to expedite bilateral trade
negotiations with the U.S.

o $o gl & fadta 8 THR A AR % w1y gfavafr
AR ATAT3HT Y IS At Hr 37T 1 @ A

e This request aimed to protect them from President
Donald Trump’s “reciprocal” tariffs.

ST 36627 3o WSeUfd BeTes 0 i “yfaiurcas” eRE
Hifa & T3 an)

Status of Tariffs
oRw i Tyl

e The tariffs have been paused for 90 days, except the
10% universal tariff, which is still in effect.

TNE &1 90 AT & o Vv AT &, AfhaT 10% T AAHIAF
R 319 8 AL B

e Despite this pause, tariffs on China were increased to 125%, indicating a strategic
pivot in the U.S. trade policy.
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59 ek & dTaole, el W RE 125% e g7 feram arm, St 3T ¥ 3R Afa &
UTA e SGelTd &l Heohd &l &

e The shift appears to be a response to massive sell-off of U.S. treasury bonds and a
sharp decline in U.S. stock valuations.

Ig deolrd AREY Tt dies HT oY fshy 31K Felar Ao & o1 Prae v gfafhar 7 o
AT ST

RBI’'s Changed Policy Stance
R3S Y Feelt g =Aifara FFafa

e Due to concerns of an economic slowdown and negative investor sentiment, the RBI
changed its stance from “neutral” to “accommodative.”

mﬁmﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂeﬁﬁmmaﬁa@ﬁg TRENIS & 3790 Afq 1
"Fgge ¥ IRARRT J sed fear gl
e This change indicates the possibility of further rate cuts in the near future.

Ig JEolTd AP FAT A 3 wetdt Y Farmasm 1 crar &

Impact on Loans and Borrowers

FOT 3R IURFATHT R g9

e Therepo rate cut will likely lead to lower loan servicing costs for businesses,
homeowners, and retail borrowers.

oY YE # FHeEl & HROT SqqarE, FHT AfadT H Fer SURFATHT & [T o1 ot hir
AT H FAY 3T T T B

e Banks have already started passing on the benefits of the rate cut within hours of the
announcement.

et o GO F Fo & Tel ¥ ffaT 37 Fekd) 1 amer & g F AT B

RBI’s Objective with Rate Cut
YT 3T Fwetdt &1 R3S FT 35T

e The RBI hopes the rate reduction will ensure liquidity for businesses during
economic uncertainty.

R3S F1 3FAE § o T & Feld @ s safaRaaar & goy # saqurt F e
eran giaera v s ashan|

e This move may help businesses to continue investing in the real economy and
diversify their exports.
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SHY Il arEdfa® srdcaaedt # fAder s W@ 3R 3 foae & Rfdyar a=r &
Feg fAe Tehd &1

www.patrioticias.in

RBI Lowers GDP Growth Forecast Amid Global Economic Uncertainty

AR Infdw srfafRaadar & dr s a shdidt gefer w1 gatepneT gerr

o The RBI has lowered the GDP growth estimate for the current fiscal year from 6.7% to
6.5%.

IS o =re] fa a¥ & forw St gafer srgamer #Y 6.79% ¥ wer@ 6.5% X AT 8|

e This is seen as a more ominous signhal about the economy, despite supportive
factors.

Ig et worde Ret & arasg AR it Riases &d & &9 F7 @ s @ 8

Indicators of Growth Contraction

fasra dFwe & wHd

e The downward revision comes despite the RBI's growth stimulus, retail inflation
falling to 3.61% in February, and sharp declines in food staple prices.

Ig HATer=T RIS F e dicuTesT, HIadt # G ggrehifar & 3.61% & e, 3
T TaRIFAI3 FT Al 7 a1t fRrae & srasqe fmar =gl

e This suggests the central bank anticipates a contraction in economic growth due to
the uncertain global climate.

Ig Hend ool ¢ fob 3Raw arfafeaaar & =erd FQT 3% e geftr F waer Hr mere
ST T & |

Governance and Predictable Policies as a Growth Prerequisite

fasra & faw emwer 3k qatgaw Afaat smaeas

e Auniversally accepted economic principle is that stable governance and a
predictable policy framework are necessary to foster economic growth.

F FaAT 3T Rgwra § foh R arwer 3R qategaar Aifar arem ¥ faenr &t agrar
&t o forw 3rmaeass g &1

e This principle seems to have been reversed since Mr. Trump’s return as U.S.
President.

=g eeicr #it g & Isgufar & w9 # difest & a1c § IoeaT gam weld &) @1 2

Start of a Full-blown Trade War
T 19 SATIR Jeof $T YEATT

Page106
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e China’s retaliatory tariffs, totalling 84%, mark the start of a full-scale trade war.
et G@RT oraMTe 7Ty SR, S el el 84% &, Teh YOt SATIR Iy A
EIHT T Hehel &l &

e Such a trade war has not been seen since the Smoot-Hawley Act of 1930.

UHT TR Jetr 1930 & FHe-glar fafaasr & a1g @ =g Sar ran g

Historical Parallel: Smoot-Hawley Tariffs
YfaeTfe wareTar: Fe-gie SR®

e Those tariffs aimed to protect American farming and manufacturing during the inter-
war years.

9 2R sfavgey Frer # AR FR 3k fafarsior i @i & seged & wemT AT 9

e They led to economic nationalism, a drop in global trade, and contributed to the
Great Depression.

3egiet 3w Wsgare, IRaF AR 7 frae, 3w 7 Agcaqut iR eS|

Key Lesson for Modern Nations

amyfas aert & fAv 77 gas

o Nations must learn that protecting one’s economy is possible without harming
others.

TSl Y IE AT TRT T el 3rdeaawar Ay Tt @l HI FHare Tgare fore o v 5
GETIE

e This is achievable if countries recognise their competitive advantages and build on
them.

I d9 T § ST 2T 9T Ifaeqeicas ged F ggam 3R 38 Awfaa #X|

U.S. Should Focus on Innovation

IANFT I AGER 9T AT AT AMFT
o Inthe case of the United States, the focus should be on research, education, and
innovation.

TIFT T IHANFT & AAS A, €1t regaene, faw 3 Farr w1 gar @iy

o This strategy would strengthen America’s global position without escalating global
trade tensions.

IE YO 3R $T dRaw Rl &1 e dRae sar a«a 9g1e Aoy e |
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Tools of Monetary Policy
Fifge Afa & 3uaor

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) employs various monetary policy tools to regulate the
economy's money supply, aiming to achieve objectives like price stability, controlled inflation,
and sustainable economic growth.

AR Rord e (RBI) 3rdegaedr # o & 3qfd a1 FEfd e & fov
faffesT Flfger i 3UUll 13U X &, foreer 3582 e e, e
Farehife, 3R RFz anfds Qe weg @ giar &

These tools are broadly categorized into quantitative and qualitative instruments:

geT 3YRION I AT & @ ATATcHAS 3R I0McA® 3Uoil & fqenfara fhar arr §:

* Quantitative Tools: Impact the overall volume of money and credit in the economy.

« ATACHE 3UFOT: TegaedT A 4ol 3R KOT H Fel AATH Forfad ad gl

* Qualitative Tools: Influence the direction and allocation of credit to specific sectors.

« AUITCHSE 3TYHIOT: 0T 1 fEar 3R RaRor a1 faQdw &=t & 3R FERIT a=a

Primary Quantitative Tools Utilized by the RBI
RBI E@RT 39ANT T S arel Y@ AECHS 3THIOT

Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR)
e IRFETT 39T (CRR)

» The Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) is the percentage of a bank's Net Demand and Time
Liabilities (NDTL) that must be maintained as reserves in cash with the RBI.

- AHE HRIAT 9T (CRR) a8 T &Iem &, 5t o I Ae BATs U3 esw
aafafadsr (NDTL) &1 fRear giar & 3R G a%e & Red & & & RBI & 9™
@ ey g ar gl

* Purpose: By adjusting the CRR, the RBI controls the liquidity in the banking system. An
increase in CRR reduces the funds available for banks to lend, thereby tightening liquidity; a
decrease has the opposite effect.

* 3682T: CRR &I FATNTSIA &k, RBI dfhar wommelt & aRerar (liquidity) 1 fafa
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HIT &1 I CRRIGETIATT &, aF dhl & I ROT & & AT 3qerstr UM v
It &, 50Q aear & FH1 37T & T et W SWHT 3T HWIEIAT B

 Current Rate: As of April 9, 2025, the CRR stands at 4.00%.
- IAATT &1 9 arder 2025 T RFUfT #, CRR 4.00% g

« Example: If a bank has NDTL of X100 crore and the CRR is 4%, it must keep %4 crore
with the RBI, leaving ¥96 crore available for lending or investment.

- 3eTeor: Ife fandlt d & T 2100 FAT F NDTLE 31K CRR 4% &, aF 30 M4 +S
$r TR RBI & 919 FATHAT N, ad dF & 918 296 Fs FHr AT For ar Ader
& foT 3uereyr M|

« Itis different from the Reserve Deposit Ratio which banks maintain as
a percentage of their total deposits.

« g Rord RBuifale 3gurd & 3T &, 98 d 39el FHol STARMY &
giaerd & ®9 & 9410 @d gl

Reserve Deposit Ratio (RDR)
Rerd RBuifee 3eara (RDR)

* The Reserve Deposit Ratio (RDR) is the proportion of a bank's total deposits that it holds
as reserves, rather than lending out.

- Rerd RBuifde srqara (RDR) U do 1 el star Ul a8 feear & 59 a8
IRNATF & H I@dT §, 9T 39% & 38 3UR |

* These reserves can be held in various forms, including:

« I IRfAT afr R vt & @ o7 g &I

« Vault Cash: Physical currency stored in the bank's vault.

- dfee Fer e & dlec A & a1 sifaw g

» Deposits with the Central Bank: Funds maintained with the country's central bank (e.g.,
the Reserve Bank of India).

«HET dF F AT TR S F FHT dF (G F 9RANT R dF) F gw @
afer|
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Purpose and Importance

3552 IR Agea

+ Liquidity Management: By maintaining a certain RDR, banks ensure they have sufficient
funds to meet depositor withdrawals and other obligations.

» AT Jaue: U fARTT RDR ST W, 8 Jg FART o & & 39 I8
ST FAt Fr AwE AR 3T R H G we & AU gI@TT T gl

» Monetary Policy Implementation: Central banks monitor and may influence the RDR to
control the money supply and implement monetary policy effectively.

- AifgF AT F1 FETaTT: FET d5 RDR Hr AIRE g § 3R 39 ganfag <
"Rl § oifeh JaT Imqfef &vr fa forar o w 3R AR Afa s o w7 &
AT faRam S E |

Calculation
IMUTAT

 The Reserve Deposit Ratio is calculated using the formula:

- Rerd Ruifere seqaa F=faf@a g7 @ Meer s &

RDR = (Total Reserves of the Bank / Total Deposits of the Bank) x 100
RDR = (% #1 Fof IRFWT ARA / dF A Fa AT ARA) x 100

Example
Jarelor

* Consider a bank with total deposits of 100 crore and total reserves of 10 crore. The RDR
would be:

- AT AT Tl doh T por STAT TR 100 FA3 3R FoT IRFTT TR0 FAT
d« RDR gI9T:

RDR = (X10 crore /X100 crore) x 100 =10%
RDR = (%10 U3 / T100 HA3) x 100 = 10%

Distinction from Other Ratios

I FHegaral § e
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« Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR): Specifically refers to the mandatory percentage of a bank's
Net Demand and Time Liabilities (NDTL) that must be maintained with the central bank in
cash form.

- ¥ RSd IquTa (CRR): I8 U d% Hrae Bz 3k asa smafafedy (NDTL) &
gg faar afdera g S0 S5 & g e w7 A @ S iR

« Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR): Pertains to the minimum percentage of NDTL that a
bank must maintain in the form of liquid assets like cash, gold, or approved securities before
offering credit to customers.

- deunifa aTEaT AU (SLR): I§ deh HTNDTL &1 dg #geTad Fad & o8 e,
T, a1 Tl afrsgfadt Sl aver aREgfEl & €9 # S0 [WAT ETF gl g,
$HY Ugd [ dg UGl A KT <
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Net Demand and Time Liabilities (NDTL)
¢ 31 us esH afafads (NDTL)

NDTL refers to the total money a bank owes to its customers, including all public
deposits.

NDTL 3% Fer TR & gofar ¢ Y frel dF 1 srqar amgat &t 3ot @il &,
e Stetar gant SrAT & arg /iy i enfAe g g

Demand Liabilities
fBarE aeifeds
These are deposits that customers can withdraw anytime on "demand".

IJg 3 AT U gy & oo g 3 Y ‘AT W Feprer @eha B

Examples include money in Savings Accounts, Current Accounts, and demand drafts issued
by the bank.

30Tt A AT 3h3e, e HFE3e 3R d& garr I f3ATs groe anfAer 1

The bank must always be ready to pay these deposits whenever the customer asks.

S T goT STAT ARITT T A HA & TIT AWM IR @l Bl & i 8l
Mgk AT

Time Liabilities

<A arsfafads

These are deposits that customers cannot withdraw immediately, as they are locked in for a
specific "time" period.

g 9 AT AR gIet § TSe¢ Ageh XA g1 Aehlel Tehdt, Fifeh I T fAfREd
AT 3G & T i giar gl

Examples include Fixed Deposits (FDs), Recurring Deposits (RDs), and any deposit with a
maturity period.

3creeol # fhaes Buifeie (FD), ReRer fBuifaie (RD) 3R 15 o aRueraar
37afer arell JHAT AT AT B
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Banks can use this money for lending or investment during that fixed time.

dh 3T Uo7 FT 39T 39 HARgd 9877 3@ & ke Hor & a1 gy & fow
R Thd Bl

Net Demand and Time Liabilities (NDTL)
Ae fBHE vs asH asfRfeds (NDTL)

NDTL is calculated as:
NDTL &7 30T 89 YR &l Sl &

NDTL = Total demand + time liabilities of the public with the bank — Deposits the bank
holds with other banks (such as cooperative banks with commercial banks).

NDTL = d& & 9 SieAdT & Fel 3AS + egd aMNfads - 3w daf & ur
d i AT TR (S T FegprT St ganrT arfoifegs SHi & 9rd @ TS A |
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Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR)
durfas aRerar eqaTd (SLR)

* The Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) is the mandatory percentage of a bank's Net Demand
and Time Liabilities (NDTL) that must be maintained in the form of liquid assets such as
cash, gold, or approved government securities before offering credit to customers.

- IRETNT: defaeh AR 3eUTe (SLR) Ueh Hforard gfderd 8, St dent &l 3rei e
s Uz ereH RS (NDTL) &1 e, ar a1 sqaifea aeart sfasfaat &
T H FATC IGT gIT §, 30Y Jgo foh I ARl ol HOT &

* Purpose: SLR ensures the bank’s solvency and regulates credit expansion by controlling
the bank's leverage position.

* 36&2F: SLR dohl T fearfaramaer & guam gRAREd ¥ar § 3R dent Hr Aaver
Rufy 7 ElT =& it Rvar & FEfa w=ar ¢

« Current Rate: As of April 9, 2025, the SLR is 18.00%.
« IAATST &X: 9 3 2025 A% SLR I &3 18.00% g |

« Example: For an NDTL of *100 crore, a bank must invest X18 crore in specified liquid
assets, ensuring a cushion for the bank's liabilities.

« 3ETEY0T; Ife frdt S HT NDTL 2100 FA3 &, O 3T U8 FUS A [Afese R
AUt 7 fAder S g, fSad de @ SeAeRar & fav grem giafed g &

Repo Rate (Repurchase Agreement Rate)

X T (g @ ST &)

* The Repo Rate is the interest rate at which the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) lends short-
term funds to commercial banks against the collateral of government securities.

-t W T TS X § o WaHRdT Rea dF (RBI) aifoifsas I = iy
yfarsgfaal & Scel sreusIfad T 9Tl T ol

« It serves as a tool for the RBI to manage liquidity and control inflation in the economy.

- I 3eTaEAT H avear yaue 3R Agrehifa fag=or$ v RBI @1 wF 39T |
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» Mechanism: Banks sell government securities to the RBI with an agreement to repurchase
them at a predetermined date and price.

- wfSram: 3o aewY fastfaat RBI 1 dud § 3R T ARwd fafr 3k gear 3%
gt TGt FT FASNAT X g

« Current Rate (as of April 9, 2025): The RBI reduced the repo rate by 25 basis points to
6.00%, marking the second consecutive cut in 2025.

« FAATT ST (9 3T 2025 F 3M[HR): RBI ¥ YWY T M 25 HTUR HF TTHT 6.00% T
feam, St f& 2025 F wmar gEdr FwEkd

Reverse Repo Rate

Rad @ X

» The Reverse Repo Rate is the interest rate at which the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
borrows funds from commercial banks by offering them government securities as collateral.

Rl M Wag I X & 59 WHRAT Rad d% (RBI) arfoifcas S« @
TSI gfasifadl A fRd [@H & 3UR o gl

* It serves as a tool for the RBI to absorb excess liquidity from the banking system, thereby
helping to control inflation and stabilize the economy.

- ¥ RBI & forw dfFer gumelr @ srfARed averdr & sranfa sxar &1 v 3uawor
g, o8 FarEhia & afEd we 3R 3rfegaedr # [BR ae # Age fAoh B

* By adjusting the reverse repo rate, the RBI can influence the amount of funds that banks are
willing to park with it, thus impacting the overall money supply.

- Rad@ WO 2T T ARSI Fh, RBI 39 UMY & FATAT & ohdT ¢ ord S
3% U STAT el & [T AR § SEE Fel G 3t W g 9sar g

» This process helps the RBI to manage short-term liquidity and maintain stability in the
financial system.

« g 9fhaT RBI &1 eqhIfad dleldl T FaeT o 31T 3T gomelr & &2xar

AT W H Ace T ¢l

Current Rate (as of April 9, 2025)
JIAT & (9 3 2025 dF)
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 The Reverse Repo Rate remains unchanged at 3.35%, as per the latest monetary policy
announcement.

- A HifgEw AfT wvom & ETER, Raw 6 273.35% W Rafdd s& i g8 8|

Bank Rate
ded X

» Bank Rate is the interest rate at which the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) lends funds to
commercial banks without any repurchase agreement.

- dF G aE oA X & O WaRdT Rad d« (RBI) f9aTr fhdi qar: %3 srefay
(repurchase agreement) & aIfoifea® ddi A o« 3UR T g1

« It serves as a monetary policy tool to regulate liquidity and control inflation in the
economy.

- Jg H¥egaEyr Havedr (liquidity) S f@GTIT et 3R R (inflation) T
g &= & fov aAlgs AT sTwors &7 7 FF Far g

Mechanism of Bank Rate

dF T &1 F F&T FT G

« When commercial banks face a shortage of funds, they can borrow from the RBI at the
Bank Rate.

- 59 IS TF dR FraeT fr FAT A § A TdF T W RBIT HOT S Toha B

« Unlike the Repo Rate, there is no repurchase agreement involved; the borrowing is not
backed by the sale of government securities.

Y0 e & AR, sTH FI$ GeT: TG FAHAT (repurchase agreement) gt gIelT; Tg
SURT A wfasgfaat i b qanr wafda @7 g

 The Bank Rate influences the lending rates of commercial banks; a higher Bank Rate can
lead to higher interest rates for borrowers.

- dF g afifoges dat ST HoT g gHTfad e & 3= dF T IURSAHT &
T 3== sarer gl ot &

Current Bank Rate

TdAT dF T
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» As of April 9, 2025, the Bank Rate stands at 6.25%.
« 9 3t 2025 A, 4+ T 6.25% g1

» This rate is determined by the RBI and is subject to change based on economic
conditions.

- J§ X RBI g@rT fauiRa v sl & 3 anfde aRfPufoat & rear sqa gt
gl

Comparison with Repo Rate
T &T F A JAAT

« Collateral Requirement: Repo Rate requires collateral in the form of government
securities; Bank Rate does not.

- el Y araegEar W X F fov awhY gfasfadt & §9 A @Ry Hr smaegendn
gicl & 4% & e e

 Repurchase Agreement: Repo transactions involve a repurchase agreement; Bank Rate
transactions do not.

- goT: @G FHStar 3T dereeT A gor: @lie gAstargian g 3% A L g

* Purpose: Repo Rate is primarily used for short-term liquidity adjustments; Bank Rate is
used for long-term lending and as a signal for monetary policy stance.

* 3T TN T YA HEIA: Heudiad alerdal AR & v far S &,
% g1 3uT Qewrias Hor IR AE AT F FFa s w7 A KAy S g

Recent Developments

e & yarfa

» In response to global economic uncertainties and domestic inflationary pressures, the
RBI has adjusted the Bank Rate to maintain economic stability.

- dRaw anfis sfafRaadsi 3 e¥q qeehfa gemat & Aegeor, RBI A
Fregaeyr # e 99w @a & v ds o gaEfed & gl

* The alignment of the Bank Rate with the Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) rate reflects
the RBI's approach to streamline its monetary policy tools.

- dF T 1 Afeteer VfdTr $RARE (MSF) X & 1T TH-aT &2iiar & & RBI 3Ua
#itF N 3wl Ft Fegafeua w1 @ ?
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Drop the piecemeal ways to social security for workers

|GS Paper Ili: Social Security of the Workers|

online (app-based) gig workers are gaining

momentum, with the central scheme
awaiting Cabinet approval. Benefits announced
include health coverage under Ayushman Bharat,
registration on the eShram portal for access to
various social security schemes, and a
transaction-based pension policy, where a
universal account number assigned to each gig
worker helps track their earnings across
platforms for deductions and company
contributions. This pension scheme is
particularly notable because, in a way, it
acknowledges that gig workers (operating outside
traditional employee-employer relationships) can
have multiple employers, and ensures that each
contributes, albeit in a limited capacity, towards
worker welfare. In a country where social
security is typically tethered to formal
employment and informal workers are excluded
or otherwise disadvantaged, this is clearly a step
forward.

However, this progress highlights the reactive
nature of current social protection systems which
tend to respond only when new worker
categories emerge. This underscores the need for
India to proactively reimagine its social security
framework to address these evolving challenges.

l ndia’s efforts to establish social security for

The flaws in the existing system

Despite being a founding member of the
International Labour Organisation (ILO), India is
yet to ratify the Social Security (Minimum
Standards) Convention, 1952 (No. 102), the ILO’s
Convention aimed at establishing basic social
security principles. India’s Code on Social
Security (Code), one of its four new Labour
Codes, enacted nearly 70 years after the 102

Renjini
Rajagopalan

is a lawyer and
Research Lead at the
Centre for Gender
Analysis, JustJobs
Network (JUN)

As India strives
to make its
workforce
‘future ready’,
robust social
protection
systems that can
withstand
workforce and
sectoral changes
need to be

in place

Convention, intends to provide a comprehensive
framework for social protection. But it has faced
significant criticism for its ambiguous definitions,
watered down protections, and on-going
implementation challenges.

One of the Code’s most prominent features is
its insistence on relying on welfare boards for the
distribution of social welfare — a process that has
long been found falling short of its intended
goals. For instance, a recent Right To Information
petition showed that Welfare Boards for Building
and Other Construction Workers of various States
were yet to use ¥70,744.16 crore worth of cess
they had collected from employers for the
welfare of workers. In another instance, a
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) 2024
report found that 99 local bodies in 10 districts
had delayed remittance payments to the Tamil
Nadu Construction Workers Welfare Board
(TNCWWB), amounting to 221.8 crore. Even in
Kerala, with its strong thrust on worker welfare,
only five out of its 16 boards were found to
function effectively, with some boards (as per
2016-17 data) not reporting any beneficiaries at
all. This has led to repeated calls from activists
and advocacy groups for improvements in the
management and the functioning of welfare
boards.

The problem with incremental approaches
One of the main arguments in favour of India’s
fragmented, welfare-board run social welfare
systems is its ability to provide targeted relief to
segments of workers in need — for example,
beedi and cigarette workers of Karnataka have
sought the revival of a defunct welfare fund to
deal with their welfare woes. Today it is the gig
worker; but new worker categories are bound to

emerge with advancements in technology or
other forces of disruption.

So, relying on a piecemeal approach — as
opposed to a combination of universal social
protection and targeted support — can fail to
account for the precarious nature of all informal
work. Such an approach could also create
artificial distinctions between different types of
informal work such as between gig work and
domestic work, and in turn impose arbitrary
thresholds on who is deserving of social
protection, and who is not.

It is also risky to assume that focusing on just
one worker segment will automatically solve the
challenge of formalising informal labour. Because
right now, there is understandably growing
excitement about how gig work will employ more
people in the future. But banking on it as a
solution to formalising informal labour is overly
optimistic.

Towards universal social protection systems
As India strives to make its workforce ‘future
ready’, it is crucial to create robust social
protection systems that can withstand workforce
and sectoral changes. Which raises the key
question: what is the most realistic way forward?
The Code, despite its implementation logjam,
looks here to stay. And while it leaves the bulk of
the oversight to the Centre, it allows States some
flexibility to enact social security measures within
its framework.

A sensible starting point might be to treat the
Code’s mandates as the bare minimum, and use
these as a foundation to build stronger, more
inclusive, accessible and ultimately, universal
social protection systems that leave no worker
behind.

Drop the piecemeal ways to social security for workers

sffet & farT gast A & o7 W wrenfars JRaT f sqavar F 83

India’s efforts to establish social security for online (app-based) gig
workers are gaining momentum, with the central scheme awaiting

Cabinet approval.

HRT H ATererrger (¥9-3menie) Fer a6 & fore wrnfos gean vufa &
& v a1 @ @ €, 3 Fw Ao Fae fr A Hr acham F 1

* Benefits announced include health coverage under Ayushman Bharat, registration on the
eShram portal for access to various social security schemes, and a transaction-based

pension policy.

AN ool F HISATA R F ded Taeed AT, fAffeT ArATiSin GR&T Aoti3it & fow §-s@
QiEe 9T TSRO, 3R ek derget e deret wfer enfdrer €
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* A universal account number assigned to each gig worker helps track their earnings across
platforms for deductions and company contributions.

&Y 3197 IoT T T a1 gferadier @ AaX 37 A fHesT ColchIFd TR Elel aTell TS & oeh e,

Heldr 3R Hyett A9TEI & foT Acg T ¢

* This pension scheme is particularly notable because, in a way, it acknowledges that gig
workers (operating outside traditional employee-employer relationships) can have multiple
employers, and ensures that each contributes, albeit in a limited capacity, towards worker
welfare.

g URTeT AoTaTT [T & & Soal@aid § Fifh T AT & o f1er g (S aRIRe Saterdr-
HEURY HE H SEL HIH H 8) o F$ fAAFT 81 Fohed 8, 3R I8 AR il & foh Tl
AT T X T, AfAF Feaor A AEE |

* In a country where social security is typically tethered to formal employment and informal
workers are excluded or otherwise disadvantaged, this is clearly a step forward.

Teh QW <27 & 761 WA FRAT 3R W aarie ASR & SJ31 gic & 3R srataais
SfAPY 1 1Y H T Sirer & a1 afRre o S &, a8 RfRed €9 8 v 3 iy AR FEA B

» However, this progress highlights the reactive nature of current social protection systems
which tend to respond only when new worker categories emerge.

gTalTeh, Tg SEITCY FHlSTaT AT FI&TT JOTTelr &1 afafrarers g e I g § St Fae aa
gfafsar & § 19 718 sifAs Aot a@a 3§

* This underscores the need for India to proactively reimagine its social security framework
to address these evolving challenges.

IE ST AT § 1o R oY So1 Ferelall Ieiliorat & fdest & T 39eT AraATioreh Gatm o
AT T I1: IRNAT o o TR B

The flaws in the existing system

e yorrelt i wifaat

* Despite being a founding member of the International Labour Organisation (ILO), India is
yet to ratify the Social Security (Minimum Standards) Convention, 1952 (No. 102).

glellfeh ST IARTSERT HH HISH (ILO) T HEUTIH HEE &, Y ot g 3180 e AraATioras e
(FIETAH ATTE) Feaee, 1952 (. 102) T 3regafea 78t T arar g

» The ILO’s Convention aims at establishing basic social security principles.

ILO &1 I8 shea2rel Hiforas FraATiore FRaT fAgeial 1 w19 & faw gl

* India’s Code on Social Security, one of its four new Labour Codes, enacted nearly 70
years after the 102 Convention, intends to provide a comprehensive framework for social

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page]. 19



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

protection.
AR T WTATTIE G&TT WigeT (Code on Social Security), S 9 ST 437 &Il 7 & T §, 102

FeaereT & SITSaT 70 ¥ A1G A1 Foha 91T, 3 SHeAT 36827 WHI WIAITSIF & ST Jeled hiall
gl

* But it has faced significant criticism for its ambiguous definitions, watered down
protections, and on-going implementation challenges.

ifeheT 38 38 IrFTse IRATIIHT, FAAR FI&T Wraemal, 3R fAtaw frareager i getfar oo
I 3T SYelet TSt &1

» One of the Code’s most prominent features is its insistence on relying on welfare boards for
the distribution of social welfare — a process that has long been found falling short of its
intended goals.

$H IS I Teh GHE TARAYAT & foh Ig Fearor st oX qraTiore et fararor & fov e swiar g —
T UishaT ST o AT I 319 &Y Y g1l FIaT & 3P Gl g

* For instance, a recent Right To Information (RTI) petition showed that Welfare Boards for
Building and Other Construction Workers of various States were yet to use ¥70,744.16
crore worth of cess they had collected from employers.

3CTE0T & foIT, Ueh T Y &1 3fAFR (RTI) ARt @ 9T ol foh faffiest T2t & fastor
3R 3= A#TOT AfAF & Fearor 1=t 3 270,744.16 FAF Hr A7 TR, Y 376 FAFAT A TR
T oY, 31e ek 3TN AGT T |

* In another instance, a Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) 2024 report found that 99
local bodies in 10 districts had delayed remittance payments to the Tamil Nadu
Construction Workers Welfare Board (TNCWWB), amounting to ¥221.8 crore.

T 31 3¢Te0T H, A= 31X #grerar adiats (CAG) 2024 Fir Rt & grr 3= F 10 fSrat $ir
99 TUTAT FEATHT & afficranrg fAstor #ffw Feamor i3 (TNCWWB) T 2221.8 FU3 H aHr @
$paTdTeT foha |

» Even in Kerala, with its strong thrust on worker welfare, only 5 out of 16 boards were found to

function effectively, with some boards (as per 2016-17 data) not reporting any beneficiaries at
all.

g1 deh for FTer, STaT ATAE Fed1or W AT IR AT AT &, T87 o 16 & & Fder 5 918 &1 ToI1ay
T H A R I F, 3R Fo S5t A (2016-17 o 3MichsT & HTAR) F§ aremreft Reore w7t fomam|

* This has led to repeated calls from activists and advocacy groups for improvements in the
management and the functioning of welfare boards.

SHY FRFASN AR TG THEI GaRT FoAror st F yaer AR FRVOme F FUR H TR-a1
FiaT T ST @Y &
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The problem with incremental approaches

HIAF alldl Hr FHEAT

* One of the main arguments in favour of India’s fragmented, welfare-board run social
welfare systems is its ability to provide targeted relief to segments of workers in need.

AR 1 REfEa, Feamr a5 gwfaa aenfos g yome & et # v 97 oF T6 ¢ 6 T8
SRdHE A& ot Y JAf8d TET TeTel T Gl

» For example, beedi and cigarette workers of Karnataka have sought the revival of a
defunct welfare fund to deal with their welfare woes.

3ETEUT & foIU, Fatted & diE 3R RTE 4AF 7 379 Seamor Gt gaEmsit & Fues & v
Teh TN FATOT FY T Gofofi e el T AaT 1

» Today it is the gig worker; but new worker categories are bound to emerge with
advancements in technology or other forces of disruption.

37T o1 e T 1 & AfeheT dapedier & Y9TTa AT 31T SColdshR ATFaAr & 1Y ¢ SfAF ToF
HTH 37T aF &

* So, relying on a piecemeal approach — as opposed to a combination of universal social
protection and targeted support — can fail to account for the precarious nature of all informal
work.

SHTAT, Sl TH3I 7 TS 7S AT W VIR a1 — STafes wrasitidr wranfore geat iR afgra
HETICT T AT 3o 3T & — weft radtoana wrat 1 3fPuw wpfar 1 qoge & oo &
bl ¢

» Such an approach could also create artificial distinctions between different types of informal
work such as between gig work and domestic work, and in turn impose arbitrary thresholds
on who is deserving of social protection, and who is not.

S FehR T SAlTcd FraT 1 3R Ee] F1 S8 [affieet JehR & feiiqarien s o e FfAeT e
AT Fehell &, 3R 38 et I6 o [T ST el § T hler ATafores &t 7 gheR & 3R e
T8I — A Ueh ATHTA AT I SToH &l 81

* It is also risky to assume that focusing on just one worker segment will automatically solve
the challenge of formalising informal labour.

Fad T AAF T W eI Figd Fa T A= 297 F1 3HaEReEIFHIor 379 39 8 ST —
T AT =11 $ SRH SR |

 Because right now, there is understandably growing excitement about how gig work will
employ more people in the future.
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Fifh 59 gAY Ig a1d Tose ¢ o 9fasa & frer #rf 31/ e AsemT gom — 59 91 ey
3T &

+ But banking on it as a solution to formalising informal labour is overly optimistic.

AfeheT 38 AT 418 & ATaTREIFHIOT FHT AT AT T HcA T JTATATEY TCHIvT ¢

Towards universal social protection systems

qrasiifAe AT FI&T Torrel! $r 3R

* As India strives to make its workforce “future ready’, it is crucial to create robust social
protection systems that can withstand workforce and sectoral changes.

HR STeT 39T el T “Hfasy & fAT AR oot v hifRrer oY e 8, &l 38 T Asrqd
WTATTST G&TT F Siled giaT oif Friaer A &34 7 g arer aganal o 3ior b

» Which raises the key question: what is the most realistic way forward?

T Teh HEcd o7 HaTel 3T §: 3T §¢e ol Had SATaeTRE Tl T 572

» The Code, despite its implementation logjam, looks here to stay.

AT FI&T HiEaT (Code), el & 38 pareadst & aIfAReT g1, fdet I5 319 FARY w7 § a1,
gIch faw W 8

* And while it leaves the bulk of the oversight to the Centre, it allows States some flexibility to
enact social security measures within its framework.

3R STafeh 7g fAIrtY 1 rftrHier F1d &g T DN §, F€ Tl Y 37941 & o 3R $&
referTaet 8l JeTe il & difeh o WrATforeh YI&TT SUTAT Y 19 Y Teh |

* A sensible starting point might be to treat the Code’s mandates as the bare minimum, and
use these as a foundation to build stronger, more inclusive, accessible and ultimately,
universal social protection systems that leave no worker behind.

Ueh SATIRTR® YOIHT TG &1 Hehcll & foh WIHATToTR Gt Higam & frdart o1 sgerarst Ta¥ AT 11T,
3R 35 3MUR Tl 3R AT AFaE, gamaeh, goror 3T siaa: aasif@e amioE geat ot
go18 ST St fRd st sifde ;r i T 813
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1. After women, Taliban morality police target men in
Afghanistan

3Rl F qTe, IBINfATars & aforarer hr Afawar glaw 3
qEu1 Y T L=

2. Macron ally admits ‘immense disappointment’ over
presidency

Al AT FgAel o Tseafay FRISTT FY AHT ‘agd) AR

aFd Y

3. Sudan paramilitaries used women as sex slaves:
Amnesty

g & rtdfae aaf A Afgansit st dda R F s
SEAATS fhdT: THAE
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After women, Taliban
morality police target
men in Afghanistan

|GS PaE(er IV: Ethics |
AsSSociate ress

The Taliban morality pol-
ice in Afghanistan have de-
tained men and their bar-
bers over hairstyles and
others for missing prayers
at mosques during the holy
month of Ramzan, a UN re-
port said on Thursday, six
months after laws regulat-
ing people’s conduct came
into effect.

The Vice and Virtue Mi-
nistry published laws in
August covering many as-
pects of life in Afghanistan,
including public transport,
music, shaving and cele-
brations. Most notably, the
ministry issued a ban on
women’s voices and bare
faces in public.

That same month, a top
UN official warned the laws
provided a “distressing vi-
sion” for the country’s fu-
ture by adding to existing
employment, education,
and dress code restrictions
on women and girls. Tali-
ban officials have rejected
UN concerns about the
morality laws.

Thursday’s report, from
the UN mission in Afghan-
istan, said in the first six
months of the laws’ imple-
mentation, over half of de-
tentions made under it
concerned “either men not
having the compliant

Address :
Email Id :

beard length or hairstyle,
or barbers providing non-
compliant beard trimming
or haircuts.” The report
said that the morality pol-
ice regularly detained peo-
ple arbitrarily “without
due process and legal
protections.”

During the holy fasting
month of Ramzan, men’s
attendance at mandated
congregational  prayers
was closely monitored,
leading at times to arbi-
trary detention of those
who didn’t show up, the re-
port added.

The UN mission said
that both sexes were nega-
tively affected, particularly
people with small busi-
nesses such as private edu-
cation centres, barbers
and hairdressers, tailors,
wedding caterers and res-
taurants, leading to a re-
duction or total loss of in-
come and employment
opportunities.

The direct and indirect
socio-economic effects of
the laws’ implementation
were likely to compound
Afghanistan’s dire eco-
nomic situation, it said. A
World Bank study has as-
sessed that authorities’
ban on women from edu-
cation and work could cost
the country over $1.4 bil-
lion per year.

After women, Taliban morality
police target men in
Afghanistan

3T F 91, AT A
drferater $r Afawar gfow F goul
FT FATIT fAATAT

The Taliban morality police in
Afghanistan have detained men and
their barbers over hairstyles and
others for missing prayers at
mosques during the holy month of
Ramzan, a UN report said on
Thursday, six months after laws
regulating people’s conduct came
into effect.

FwIMfAEars 7 arfoare i afawar
gferd @ THaTe & afad 7l & R
tarEeTsa A Afere & wHATST 7€ go
¥ HROT IE§1 3R 37 A3 1 Rarwa
# fo, 98 a1 wgFa T A RS
AR Y e, a—q'g;rﬁ'qﬁﬁarm\gq
BEACA A IH ¢

* The Vice and Virtue Ministry published laws in
August covering many aspects of life in

Afghanistan, including public transport, music,
shaving and celebrations.

I A AT HATOT & TBNfATATT & Siae
% &S TE3TT I Ha A gU fo32ra yehrfId fobe,
3cHd ATHA g |
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* Most notably, the ministry issued a ban on women’s voices and bare faces in public.

fIAY T F, AFTT 7 AIdATAF T A Afgensit ¥ 3marsr 3R /e T & gy W ufaey o=man

» That same month, a top UN official warned the laws provided a “distressing vision” for the
country’s future by adding to existing employment, education, and dress code restrictions
on women and girls.

34 7, Teh o T g HTAHRY A Urael & foh & el & o $1fasT o fow v
"FRIATSIa® T T X & Fdiieh 3 Ggeol § Hiolg Verem, e, 3R 3w ;s wfaae’ o1 #fgensit
3 Fsfrat 9X 3R aed saa £

* Taliban officials have rejected UN concerns about the morality laws.

arfearer bRt & wga avg A Afawar FepE H At Riani & sedsr = R )

* Thursday’s report, from the UN mission in Afghanistan, said in the first six months of the
laws’ implementation, over half of detentions made under it concerned “either men not
having the compliant beard length or hairstyle, or barbers providing non-compliant beard
trimming or haircuts.”

BRI & FYF Teg TR 7 Iear Fr R A her 717 o 5o At & aep g & vger
wnﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁwwﬁﬁﬁ#mﬁ#aﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬁqﬁﬁﬁmﬁmﬁgﬁﬁaﬁm
IS T AR & AR a7et AfY, AT ATFAT G@RT AX-31eTdTeeT qTel dTel FHICA AT STEN e FIF
a et oA

* The report said that the morality police regularly detained people arbitrarily “without due
process and legal protections.”

Rate 7 wgr aram o Afaerar gferw & @t &t forafia s 8 “sfera wftear stk #repE e & R
AAAT &1 A fgwrad A foram|

* During the holy fasting month of Ramzan, men’s attendance at mandated congregational
prayers was closely monitored, leading at times to arbitrary detention of those who didn’t
show up, the report added.

RGIE # 311eT gt I foh 9fAeT 39aTH & HAS WA & SRIeT, Tl AT AR rfaard aarar &
mﬁwmwmﬁ,mmwmaﬁgﬁmm@mﬁm
|

* The UN mission said that both sexes were negatively affected, particularly people with small
businesses such as private education centres, barbers and hairdressers, tailors, wedding
caterers and restaurants, leading to a reduction or total loss of income and employment
opportunities.

TYFa Teg e F &gl o et foa o) SHeT AohRIcHes: yetma asT, fadivea 3 dter foetas ara s
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* The direct and indirect socio-economic effects of the laws’ implementation were likely to
compound Afghanistan’s dire economic situation, it said.

ROTE # a1 a1 o 5o @Al & S 8o A gle) aTel et X wRieT wraTforen-3nfde e,
IrpanfarEare $r MR anfde Rufa @1 3R [Sems d@d g

* A World Bank study has assessed that authorities’ ban on women from education and
work could cost the country over $1.4 billion per year.

feg dF & v 3reggT I 31791 AT § TR AR & e 3R F1F ox fdEyr I & A & e
$1.4 3T ¥ 3T T AT &1 T 5

Macron ally admits immense
disappointment’ over presidency

[Essay

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

France’s parliamentary
Speaker has written of her
“immense disappoint-
ment” over the methods
used by President Emma-
nuel Macron — an ally —
during his almost eight
years in power.

Yael Braun-Pivet, a se-
nior figure in Mr. Macron’s
centrist party, expressed
the view in a book pu-
blished on Thursday, be-
coming one of the first fi-
gures within the ruling
elite to air such grievances
publicly.

Her book, titled A ma
place (In my Place), covers
the challenges she faced on
becoming the first woman
Speaker of the National As-
sembly and the alleged sex-
ism she had to overcome —
as well as her assessment
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Ruffling feathers: Yael Braun-Pivet, Speaker of the National
Assembly, expressed her view in a book published on Thursday. AFp

of the President.

“While I have immense
respect for Emmanuel Ma-
cron, I can’t help but also
feel immense disappoint-
ment over the method,”
the Speaker said of the
Lower House.

“From the very begin-
ning, there were insiders
from the palace who man-

aged to take control more
easily by restricting access
for others,” she said.

Such complaints have
long circulated in Paris
about Mr. Macron, but
those were behind the
scenes and never pu-
blished openly by a Ma-
cron ally such as Ms.
Braun-Pivet.

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

She accuses Mr. Ma-
cron’s powerful chief of
staff Alexis Kohler of seek-
ing to convince her not to
stand for the post of Speak-
er, followed by then Prime
Minister Elisabeth Borne.

In 2017, a close Macron
ally, Stephane Sejourne,
who would later become a
Foreign Minister and is
now an EU commissioner,
insisted that she should not
take a position at the head
of a parliamentary com-
mission, and even argued
that she would not have
time for her five children,
she alleged.

But in a radio interview
on Thursday morning, Ms.
Braun-Pivet said that, des-
pite all this, she and the
President had built a “very
frank and very sincere” re-
lationship. “We continue to
see each other one to one,”
she told France Inter.
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Macron ally admits ‘immense disappointment’ over
presidency

Al A ggAeh o Teeafay FRIATT FY AR g AT FFT M

France’s parliamentary Speaker has written of her “immense
disappointment” over the methods used by President Emmanuel
Macron — an ally — during his almost eight years in power.

T T AT LT o Togufer SHATS Ashl SART T TN TS TNt &
FIFTAT A HIATT AT JHFT T AFT “TEN AT sFFd A §, 9 a8
3oTehY GEaeh oY &

* Yael Braun-Pivet, a senior figure in Mr. Macron’s centrist party, expressed the view in a
book published on Thursday, becoming one of the first figures within the ruling elite to air
such grievances publicly.

aTee ster-frde, St At S AeFgedt 9t A v 97T AT E, 7 I IR AR F YA g3 TR
frdTe 7 e o, 31 ag aras gt i vt ggelt gfeaat 7 @ § Siegie 38 g Fr R
AEaSfAE T F TFd Hr g

* Her book, titled A ma place (In my Place), covers the challenges she faced on becoming the
first woman Speaker of the National Assembly and the alleged sexism she had to overcome
— as well as her assessment of the President.

3eTh! fhdTe, fSGehT S8 A ma place (37 ATE To¥) &, & 35611 sereTel 3rdaall T ggelt AZeT
3TEART TeTel & QNI 37Ts Falfardl 3 3 et gt foamdtg & ary-ary wsgufa & g sroeh
HedTe T AMTA fha g1

* “While | have immense respect for Emmanuel Macron, | can’t help but also feel immense
disappointment over the method,” the Speaker said of the Lower House.

forerel weeT Y 3reget A e, “EToliich P AU Al oh TlcY MG WFATA €, olfehed H ofeh ThhI
T oo g farem o Hgqe Yl §1”

* “From the very beginning, there were insiders from the palace who managed to take control
more easily by restricting access for others,” she said.

Segiel T, “YBITA § €1 FO Aol & el aT I FSegiol gari 1 uga AT ek Irarn &
ferrsoT gree &K form)”

» Such complaints have long circulated in Paris about Mr. Macron, but those were behind the
scenes and never published openly by a Macron ally such as Ms. Braun-Pivet.
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» She accuses Mr. Macron’s powerful chief of staff Alexis Kohler of seeking to convince her
not to stand for the post of Speaker, followed by then Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne.

3egiel Hehl & AT HET FAT Taferaw Figet W T 9 & AT @3 7 gt o T et
FIA T RITART T 3T AT, THTS ST dcahToleT TTTH TIASATSY afet o7 31 TEY I 2T

*In 2017, a close Macron ally, Stephane Sejourne, who would later become a Foreign
Minister and is now an EU commissioner, insisted that she should not take a position at the
head of a parliamentary commission, and even argued that she would not have time for her
five children, she alleged.

3egiel RN o1 foh 2017 & Hshi oh el TR FBIT e, 51t a1e; # fager w1l a1 3R 3w
§ FAR §, 77 58 919 W AR 1 & a8 wa@drr iy iy sreaatan 7 o 3R J@7 9 FeT
3eTeh UTH 3(9e qTe qedl o folT AT g1 gram|

* Butin aradio interview on Thursday morning, Ms. Braun-Pivet said that, despite all this,
she and the President had built a “very frank and very sincere” relationship.

AfereT Teh WA FeXeg H IFAR Fag, SiiA-[de 7 gl o 37 Taeh qTas]g, Sopiel 3R Uogufar o
U "9gd §ATER 3R qgd TS HY LA fohar &

* “We continue to see each other one to one,” she told France Inter.

355 1oY T $TT T T, ‘5 31 o wh-q@y § safFaera w7 & o wa g1
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Sudan paramilitaries used women as sex slaves: Amnesty
aeESSaY_ iate, assert control, and

CAIRO

Sudan’s paramilitary forc-
es subjected women to sex-
ual slavery and gang-raped
women and girls as part of
their war strategy, rights
group Amnesty Interna-
tional said in a report on
Thursday.

The paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF) have
been battling the Army
since April 15, 2023, and
the war has created what
the United Nations de-
scribes as one of the
world’s worst humanitar-
ian crises.

While the military re-
claimed the capital Khar-
toum in March, the coun-
try remains essentially
divided in two.

“The RSF have carried
out widespread sexual vio-
lence across towns and vil-
lages in Sudan to humi-

displace communities,” the
report said.

Deprose Muchena, the
group’s senior director for
regional human rights im-
pact, said the RSF’s attacks
on civilians “are shameful
and cowardly, and any
countries supporting the
RSF, including by supply-
ing them with weapons,
shares in their shame”.

“They raped all of us’
The 30-page report of Am-
nesty International, titled
“They Raped All of Us”, de-
tails the harrowing testi-
monies of around 30 vic-
tims, some of them girls,
and their relatives.

The acts of violence de-
scribed in the report were
all committed in four Suda-
nese States, including in
the Khartoum and Darfur
areas, from the start of war
to October 2024.

File photo of women and babies at the Zamzam displacement camp
close to al-Fashir in North Darfur in Sudan. REUTERS

Both the Army and the
paramilitary are under U.S.
sanctions and accused of
war crimes.

Since the war began, the
RSF has been accused of
looting and taking over ci-
vilian homes, with rights
groups documenting syste-
matic sexual violence and
other abuses.

The war has killed tens
of thousands of people
and, according to the Unit-
ed Nations, uprooted
around 12 million more.

The report details the
accounts of two survivors
of sexual slavery who were
held in the capital Khar-
toum, one of whom de-
scribed being held captive

for 30 days during which
she was repeatedly raped
by the paramilitary men.

‘I heard them cry’

One woman, a 34-year-old
mother of five, described
how in May 2023 she was
abducted from her home
by seven men wearing the
RSF uniform and taken toa
house where another three
women were also being
held.

“I was detained in that
house for 30 days where
they kept raping me almost
every day,” she said.

“They released me after
30 days when I became ve-
ry sick. They also kept re-
peatedly raping the other
women. | know because I
heard them cry every day.”

Another victim, aged 27,
was held for several days
inside a shop near a check-
point after she was de-
tained and ripped away

from her husband’s side in
May 2023.

Her husband  said:
“They raped my wife for
more than four consecu-
tive days. They detained
me in a separate shop. I
could hear her scream as
they raped my wife every
day, but T was not able to
help.”

According to the report,
several women said RSF
members raped them be-
cause they suspected they
were Army supporters,
while women medics were
raped as a punishment for
failing to save the lives of
wounded fighters.

In October, a UN fact-
finding mission found wi-
despread sexual violence
during Sudan’s war. It ac-
cused the paramilitaries of
being behind the “large
majority” of cases.

The RSF rejected the ac-
cusations as propaganda.

Sudan paramilitaries used women as sex slaves: Amnesty
g3 & Irefifae aelt a Afgenadt # Fher it & w7 7 swaa
fraT. At

Sudan’s paramilitary forces subjected women to sexual slavery and
gang-raped women and girls as part of their war strategy, rights
group Amnesty International said in areport on Thursday.

HTAFR FHE THAT FAUAA A FAR 1 v RIS 7 FgT & gora i
Ireidfae aat F 3roel geer Torehfer & aga Afganst i Jler graar # @ ik
Afgenat 7 aEfFAl F Wy AR TereEr |

* The paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) have been battling the Army since April 15,
2023, and the war has created what the United Nations describes as one of the world’s worst
humanitarian crises.

AT Tor I3 TNE RIS (RSF) 15 3dher 2023 & AT & A1 15 ¢ € 3R 78 oy Fgaa
ST & AN gfordT & Fad ST AT FFel H 4 U ol T B |
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* While the military reclaimed the capital Khartoum in March, the country remains essentially
divided in two.

A F QT &7 TeTUTedl FIH HT Iof: =T =0T 7 Form, Afehet 221 317 ofY &Y 11911 & FeT g3 ¢

* “The RSF have carried out widespread sexual violence across towns and villages in Sudan
to humiliate, assert control, and displace communities,” the report said.

fRaTE 3 g1 I o RSF o g1 & Feait 31 arial 3 sarues dler i &1 § anfer aeit &t sroenfae
fra S w3, feri=ror vuTfa fram o @@ 3tk wegemat Y Rearfa foar s o)

» Deprose Muchena, the group’s senior director for regional human rights impact, said the
RSF’s attacks on civilians “are shameful and cowardly, and any countries supporting the
RSF, including by supplying them with weapons, shares in their shame”.

HaTeH & AT AAIAFR e B q2e o Fa o AR 0 RSF & gl "aeiams 3K
FIRITATET" §, 3 S 8fY 2T RSF T Warder a2 & 8, S o 3¢ g e e, 9 ot 541 et
# enfAar &1

‘They raped all of us’
‘Fogiet gH T FT FalTcdR fHar

* The 30-page report of Amnesty International, titled “They Raped All of Us”, details the
harrowing testimonies of around 30 victims, some of them girls, and their relatives.

THATE SEAAA 7 30 Tl Y RYE Forgert oM & “sogiat g7 w3l F7 st fxar, 593
118797 30 N, SieTat o ergforat of &Y, 3R 37 TRl 1 frer ggelt & aTelY arameY enfaer B

* The acts of violence described in the report were all committed in four Sudanese States,
including in the Khartoum and Darfur areas, from the start of war to October 2024.

Rete 3 afela féweh geaTd ar ger T4t # g5, [ @rqa 3R R &1 nfde &, 3R 7%
FCHATT ST T YT & oI IHFa 2024 T &I &

* Both the Army and the paramilitary are under U.S. sanctions and accused of war crimes.

Fa1 3R Ireidfa aar, St €1 3R & wfaeut & 3iceta § 3R Jaur Rt & Jmd g

» Since the war began, the RSF has been accused of looting and taking over civilian homes,
with rights groups documenting systematic sexual violence and other abuses.

e YE BT o §1¢ §, RSF TR ST 3N ARTRE BT 9T Feall hlel & IRIT ofdl 8, 3R HRhR
gl o ghnfora dler T 3 31 srearary 1 gsf R g

* The war has killed tens of thousands of people and, according to the United Nations,
uprooted around 12 million more.
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farafa & g €|

* The report details the accounts of two survivors of sexual slavery who were held in the
capital Khartoum, one of whom described being held captive for 30 days during which she
was repeatedly raped by the paramilitary men.

RA1E A e qrerar @ a2 aY At 1 AT &7 18 &, Tolos TSTUTY WIS H 1@ 317 AT, fofetal 8 Teh
T g Tk ag 30 T a% 7Y W 3R 50 SR aR-aR aredR fohar 3|

‘l heard them cry’

* One woman, a 34-year-old mother of five, described how in May 2023 she was abducted
from her home by seven men wearing the RSF uniform and taken to a house where another
three women were also being held.

Teh HAfgoll, S Uie aeat $r 34 auffr A7 &, & garar 6 75 2023 7 3¢ RSF $r gdf gget @@ de &
3T T 39T Y o 31 Teh 0 g H of T FgT Ugor ¥ die 3T Afgenw o) §¢ of

* “| was detained in that house for 30 days where they kept raping me almost every day,” she
said.

381 heT, “HT 30 T H 30 &A1 Ten TGN I1AT, 5161 Segiat oTereyar g% foet A Faveh R foha |

* “They released me after 30 days when | became very sick. They also kept repeatedly raping
the other women. | know because | heard them cry every day.”

“3oﬁamaaﬁa§aaﬁmﬁmémsaﬁﬁ§smﬁgﬁmlﬁ’iﬁ{ﬁfmﬁmaﬁamﬁm-m
TATeHR fhT| H STAch § Fifeh # 3o & & U g Favedt A"

* Another victim, aged 27, was held for several days inside a shop near a checkpoint after
she was detained and ripped away from her husband’s side in May 2023.

T 3R NfSar, T 397 27 a¥ oY, 1 7S 2023 F 39F 9fd @ AT FT T AHUEE & T TH
g1 A F§ Al as &Y et @ I
* Her husband said: “They raped my wife for more than four consecutive days. They

detained me in a separate shop. | could hear her scream every day, but | was not able to
help.”

3 YTcl o hel: “Segial AL Teedl T IR & HAF TR AT T qelchR fhar| F31 3rerer v
gehter & sie; T | 37 g1 foeT <@ gu Gerar o, Afthet A o oFET X A"
+ According to the report, several women said RSF members raped them because they

suspected they were Army supporters, while women medics were raped as punishment for
failing to save the lives of wounded fighters.
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* In October, a UN fact-finding mission found widespread sexual violence during Sudan’s
war. It accused the paramilitaries of being behind the “large majority” of cases.

T H WYFA S Y TF TL-I AU o 31T o Jeof o ATl saqraah et fam org 3 st
HIHAT 7 "9 F&AT' & NS A qat o FaeR s

» The RSF rejected the accusations as propaganda.

RSF = $f 3TRYGT &1 TR R & §U TRT A e

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)
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Kuki bodies tell

Meiteis not to climb
hill for annual event
'll‘:eclslindu Bureau | Curfew continues in
GUWAHATI some parts of

An annual traditional Clurachandpur

event of the Meitei com-
munity involving a trek toa
hill in a district dominated
by the Kuki people has
fuelled fresh tension in eth-
nic conflict-scarred
Manipur.

Six Kuki tribal organisa-
tions, including the Kuki
Students’ Organisation, on
Wednesday asked the non-
tribal Meitei not to cross
the ‘buffer zone’ for the
Cheirao Ching Kaba, an an-
nual event to climb the
Thangjing Hill as a part of
the celebration for Chei-
raoba, the Meitei New Year
that starts mid-April.

The buffer zone is a nar-
row strip separating the
Meitei-dominated Imphal
Valley from the low hills,
which are primarily inha-
bited by the Kuki-Zo-Hmar
tribes.

‘Political settlement’

“Unless and until a politi-
cal settlement is reached
by the government of India
for the Kuki-Zo-Hmar com-
munity under the Constitu-
tion of India, no such

district after conflict
over hoisting flags in
a disputed area

friendly approach to the ju-
risdiction of Kuki-Zo-Hmar
land would be allowed for
the Meitei community,” a
joint statement by these or-
ganisations read.

The organisations said
any attempt to cross the
buffer zone would be “op-
posed tooth and nail”.

Curfew in the Chura-
chandpur district, im-
posed after violence trig-
gered by the assault on a
Hmar community leader
on March 16, was relaxed
for 11 hours on Thursday.

The curfew, however,
was not relaxed in an area
surrounding two villages —
Rengkai and V. Munhoih —
where tension erupted on
April 8 over the hoisting of
community flags in a dis-
puted area.

The curfew was also not
lifted in the district’s Kang-
vai, Samulamlan, and San-
gaikot subdivisions.

Kuki bodies tell Meiteis not to climb hill
for annual event

Feh! WISl A ATS THE ¥ a1 FrAFA
& fAT 9818t W o gga HI Fel

An annual traditional event of the Meitei
community involving a trek to a hill in a district
dominated by the Kuki people has fuelled fresh
tension in ethnic conflict-scarred Manipur.

#A4$ TG FT UF ANS IRIRS FHEFA,
gﬁﬁ-ﬁgﬁﬁﬁaﬁrwwqﬁlﬁéanﬁa%ﬁ
HiTaTTres Hed gier @ AT 3 o7 perar ¥ Rty
deT AT B

. Six Kuki tribal organisations, including the Kuki
Students’ Organisation, on Wednesday asked the non-tribal
Meitei not to cross the ‘buffer zone’ for the Cheirao Ching
Kaba, an annual event to climb the Thangjing Hill as a part of
the celebration for Cheiraoba, the Meitei New Year that starts
mid-April.

FUAR T, Toh! TEITH AAATZAAAT TG BF FohT STASATAT

HISAL 1 I-FAATNT AT T 4 g1 i I THT AT &1 I

T Y| T Cheirao Ching Kaba & faw §, Sit Thangjing Hill TR TcsT T U a1i¥e %
¢ 3 #AA FAaa¥ Cheiraoba & #EY 3rder 7 3797 @1 aTel 3cTd T REAT B

e The buffer zone is a narrow strip separating the Meitei-dominated Imphal Valley from
the low hills, which are primarily inhabited by the Kuki-Zo-Hmar tribes.

g I9T AT, ﬁé?—a‘gamaﬁﬁaﬁmiﬁwf%ﬁﬁﬁwl AT &, 5161 HET T 4 Fh-
AN-TAR FAAATTAAT T FHT E

e “Unless and until a political settlement is reached by the Government of India for the
Kuki-Zo-Hmar community under the Constitution of India, no such friendly approach

to the jurisdiction of Kuki-Zo-Hmar land would be allowed for the Meitei community,” a
joint statement by these organisations read.

o HITGaAT o Teh HFFcl ST 3 Shgl I, “ST Teh HRA FIHR GaRT ARAT et &
T FhT-SAT-EAR FAGTT & ToIT IS TS THTHTS 61 To¥ehlell STIdT, e ceh Ads
WHSTT T Feh!-SN-EAR A & &1 & [Aaa 3@ &1 3gAfd =7gh & see)”

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page133



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e The organisations said any attempt to cross the buffer zone would be “opposed tooth
and nail”.

ISAT o gl T AT 1S ot T AT IR et Y HIFRA 1 978 Y 38T g arehe
R foar STeem|

o Curfew in the Churachandpur district, imposed after violence triggered by the assault
on a Hmar community leader on March 16, was relaxed for 11 hours on Thursday.

16 AT I TAR FHE & T AT W §AA & 91 §3 fEaT & HROT FIreieqW e & same
T FFY F! AR 11 G & v Sor Y 78

e The curfew, however, was not relaxed in an area surrounding two villages — Rengkai
and V. Munhoih — where tension erupted on April 8 over the hoisting of community
flags in a disputed area.

gTelifeh, U &I 37 &l I1al — YeTerh AR A, AABSE — F A & 817 7 8 3r¥er &1
farfea &t & Foerr & 313 B I AR delTd & HNOT AT gerdm |

e The curfew was also not lifted in the district's Kangvai, Samulamlan, and Sangaikot
subdivisions.

FFY AT TSTel T FTeras, AT, AR FEMEHIC 3q@sT H o & geran |
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