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Jumbo ritual: Caparisoned elephants participate in a procession on Thursday as part of the Nemmara-
Vallangi Vela, near Palakkad, Kerala. The festival, celebrated after the paddy harvest when the fields are

dry and barren, marks the birthday of the presiding deity, Nellikulangara Bhagavathy. K.K. MUSTAFAH
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Clear Mekedatu and
other projects: CM

GS Paper I:
tiGeography

BENGALURU

A delegation led by Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah on
Thursday called on Union
Jal Shakti Minister C.R. Pa-
til and urged him to direct
the officials in the Ministry
to accord clearances for
five major pending irriga-
tion projects, including

Mekedatu and Upper Bha-
dra, in Karnataka.

Later, Mr. Siddaramaiah
called on the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha Rahul Gandhi and re-
portedly discussed the is-
sue of replacement of
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar as Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (KPCC) president.

Clear Mekedatu and
other projects: CM

AFard AR 3T
Rttt Y A
?Jil;@m?ﬁ

* A delegation led by Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah on
Thursday called on Union Jal
Shakti Minister C.R. Patil and
urged him to direct the officials in
the Ministry to accord
clearances for five major
pending irrigation projects,
including Mekedatu and Upper
Bhadra, in Karnataka.

- FEIHA RAGURAAT & Aca A
v SRS ¥ TEaR
FE oo afFa 7 IR afRe

¥ FoeRId T 3R 3T 3R R o Fated BT Awarg 3R IR arer T Oty dfea s
RT3t S Fd &t 1 TG FATerT & Rt H1 &

* Later, Mr. Siddaramaiah called on the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi and reportedly discussed the issue of replacement of Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar as Karnataka Pradesh Congress Committee (KPCC) president.
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Bangladesh events, a reflection of South Asia’s minorities

|GS Paper I: Post Independence History

he political developments in Bangladesh,

particularly violence against Hindus, since

the deposition of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in August 2024, have again raised
apprehensions regarding the status of religious
minorities in the country. In the broader
perspective of the current circumstances of
Indian Muslims and minorities in Pakistan, those
of minorities in South Asia have reached an
unprecedented low since Partition. Not long ago,
religious minorities in India, particularly
Muslims, were comparatively better off than
those in Pakistan and Bangladesh. Political trends
in each of these nations suggest a continued
decline.

A subject that is still in focus
British India’s Partition in 1947 was supposed to
resolve the question of religious minorities,
particularly Hindu-Muslim. Partition, with its
unsettling legacy, has emerged as the principal
issue facing the subcontinent. The management
of Partition, particularly the methods and
legacies it has bequeathed to the separate
countries, has become a subject of incessant
political disputes, surpassing the event itself. The
anguish and the resentment of those who crossed
over into India have fuelled the ascendance of a
hegemonic Hindutva nationalism. Moreover,
Partition has engendered new classifications of
socio-political entities, such as Mohajirs in
Pakistan and Bangladeshi refugees in India. Next,
there exists the Kashmir conundrum.
Furthermore, Partition, based on the
Hindu-Muslim issue, has involved other
minorities, including Sikhs and Christians, in its
contentious dynamics, rendering the minority
question pivotal for the region’s sustainability.
The fate of religious minorities in South Asia is
evidently interconnected, necessitating profound
reflection on how to handle it for the region’s
peace and prosperity.

Owing to the movement of people across the
newly established boundaries post-Partition, the
issue of minorities emerged as a serious one for

Shaikh Mujibur
Rehman

is the author of
‘Shikwa-e- Hind: The
Political Future of
Indian Muslims’ (2024)

Addressing the
state of religious
minorities in
South Asia will
have bearing on
the region’s
peace and
prosperity

the new leadership of both India and Pakistan.
Notable political personalities in India, such as
Syama Prasad Mookerjee and B.C. Roy, initiated
discussions regarding definitive solutions to the
issue of potential mass population exchange
between India and Pakistan. In response to the
escalating refugee issue from East Pakistan (now
Bangladesh), Sardar Patel proposed the
extraction of substantial land from East Pakistan
to house the influx of migrants. It signified the
military occupation of the Khulna and Jessore
districts in the former East Bengal. The
Nehru-Liaquat Ali accord, which was made in
1950 against this backdrop, was aimed not only at
resolving the minority question but also at the
prevention of possible war. K.C. Neogy and

Syama Prasad Mookerjee resigned, as anticipated.

Historian Pallavi Raghavan provides an
in-depth examination of the Nehru-Liaquat Ali
Pact in her book, Animosity at Bay: An Alternative
History of the India-Pakistan Relationship,
1947-1952. Efforts were undertaken to
institutionalise the Pact, resulting in the
establishment of a Branch Secretariat of the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) in Calcutta.
The Pakistani newspaper, Dawn, praised the Pact
as a ‘breath of fresh air’. The region’s geopolitics
saw a significant transformation in the
post-Nehru era. The Nehru-Liaquat Ali Pact,
intended to safeguard minority rights in Pakistan,
ultimately neglected the rights of its Muslim
majority, specifically Bengali Muslims in East
Bengal, culminating in the emergence of
Bangladesh in 1971. The two-nation theory
ultimately resulted in the establishment of three
nations in the subcontinent.

India-Bangladesh ties need recalibration
Although India made significant contributions to
the liberation of Bangladesh, the relationship
between the two countries was not solely
influenced by Bangladesh’s enduring
appreciation towards India. The current status of
Hindus in Bangladesh has become a significant
concern in India-Bangladesh relations. Recent

discussions have focused on whether the violence
against Hindus in Bangladesh is politically driven
or indicative of a new era of persecution against
them. Some contend that India has erred by
diminishing its relations with Bangladesh to a
focus solely on Sheikh Hasina’s family. By
designating the problem of Hindus as a bilateral
matter, India aims to present a new spin on its
comparative advantage regarding
India-Bangladesh ties. The secular fabric of
Bangladeshi society has always been tenuous,
with no consensus among the contending
ideological factions. India must recalibrate its
connection with the populace of Bangladesh and
its democratic entities, rather than focusing on a
specific family or political party.

The overall picture

The fate of religious minorities in India, Pakistan,
and Bangladesh is deeply intertwined, and there
is a need for a new language and new institutions
to address the issue of their rights. The restricted
experiment of the Nehru-Liaquat Ali alliance
imparts relevant lessons even in contemporary
times. The notion that people with a shared
history might cultivate a common future is not
wholly utopian. Consequently, discussions
regarding Partition must be reinvigorated in order
to foster better understanding between Hindus
and Muslims in South Asia. Further, recognising
that minority rights are most effectively
safeguarded inside a secular democracy, there is
a necessity for novel initiatives not only in India
but also in Pakistan and Bangladesh. When
Indian Hindus express concern solely for Hindus
in Bangladesh and Muslims in Pakistan advocate
this exclusively for Muslims in India, such
political conduct implies greater solidarity for
co-religionists within their own religious
communities than a commitment to minority
rights. This political milieu legitimises
majoritarian ideology across boundaries,
fostering circumstances for hatred and violence.

The views expressed are personal

Bangladesh events, a reflection of South Asia’s minorities

qP A Y AT, ST THRAAT & eqd &I &1 Yfafad

The political developments in Bangladesh, particularly violence

against Hindus, since the deposition of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in August 2024, have again raised apprehensions regarding the status
of religious minorities in the country.

mzomﬁwmﬁﬂwaﬁmaﬂmmﬁﬂ:mmrﬁgu
TSTeifesh Teamha, Ay 70 § fRgal w iR, & qor 7 anfdis srevweast i
fRufa ) a&t v & Rar der FT Y B

e Inthe broader perspective of the current circumstances of Indian Muslims and
minorities in Pakistan, those of minorities in South Asia have reached an
unprecedented low since Partition.
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e Not long ago, religious minorities in India, particularly Muslims, were comparatively
better off than those in Pakistan and Bangladesh.

O FHY Ygel oo R H eTfiies sreudeas, Ay ®u & e, &1 fFufa wfean ik
TR T Tofell H S5 AN

o Political trends in each of these nations suggest a continued decline.

o1 St H Tereiifars 9gfert T Hehd &t € o I8 FRTae sremar s 2

A subject that is still in focus

tFdET R ST g A E

o British India’s Partition in 1947 was supposed to resolve the question of religious
minorities, particularly Hindu-Muslim.

1947 # fafeer sva 1 fsrrarar, enfder sreqwegs, fa9 &9 & g et & e &1 g
et o ToT foham arar 27|

o Partition, with its unsettling legacy, has emerged as the principal issue facing the
subcontinent.

fsTTeTat 319t JRPUR favTee & |1, 3UHETCY & HIH HET HEGT deiehd 39 &

e The management of Partition, particularly the methods and legacies it has bequeathed
to the separate countries, has become a subject of incessant political disputes,
surpassing the event itself.

TSI & gate, Ay &9 O s@e adis 3 Rwrad, St faffiea geit &1 e, semar
Tt ifae® faame) &1 fwa §e7 910 § 3R 38 RQare 319 aredfas gear @ st ssr 8y s &1

e The anguish and resentment of those who crossed over into India have fuelled the
ascendance of a hegemonic Hindutva nationalism.

ST SAIeT TR 3ATT, 3a7eh g@ IR M1 o FEEaard) fRgea wseare & 38R 1 agrar e &

e Partition has also engendered new classifications of socio-political entities, such as
Mohajirs in Pakistan and Bangladeshi refugees in India.

TIHTSA F AT AT F-TsT Qe g91T 1 3 ST &, ST iferear & Ao 3 e
A Fivaneeft et
o Next, there exists the Kashmir conundrum.

S8 TG Tl § FIHR FT ST H@T|

o Furthermore, Partition, based on the Hindu-Muslim issue, has involved other
minorities, including Sikhs and Christians, in its contentious dynamics, rendering the
minority question pivotal for the region’s sustainability.

ar &, Rig-ARedw Heg W 3mnRa e o fat s $amgal S 3w sreadest
3t faarel 7 aefie forar 8, foad sreudeas! &1 aee 39 &1F & feuwar & faw Ageaqut o«
AT E|
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e The fate of religious minorities in South Asia is evidently interconnected, necessitating
profound reflection on how to handle it for the region’s peace and prosperity.

mm#mmwaﬁwwmﬁmﬁaﬁgm%,ﬁwm@
enifer 3 FoEfer & forw 38 oX 918 fRar & faaR et 3maeas &

Owing to the movement of people across the newly established
boundaries post-Partition

fASTSIeT & 91 =it 7S WATAT & IR eIt T HTITSATET & HROT

e The issue of minorities emerged as a serious one for the new leadership of both India
and Pakistan.

AR IR wifdreare Qi i 78 Aqea saawdT & foIU FeqHEaHT 1 H{egr MR TeTa

I

+ Notable political personalities in India, such as Syama Prasad Mookerjee and B.C.
Roy, initiated discussions regarding definitive solutions to the issue of potential mass
population exchange between India and Pakistan.

HIT 1 T3 TSTeilicleh gRecal SieY QATAT FTe J@sit iR a4 I = 9k 3R
TRl & i<l WA STHEAT Igell-agell & Hee R T FATUT o foT == & |

e Inresponse to the escalating refugee issue from East Pakistan (now Bangladesh),
Sardar Patel proposed the extraction of substantial land from East Pakistan to house
the influx of migrants.

gt aiféredre (39 aFegen) ¥ d¢d ROt Hahe & SaTd #, TER 9o o TarHY JTardY i
T & fore qdff wifthearer & 93 opemer &t fawTerst 1 SEaTa fea|

o It signified the military occupation of the Khulna and Jessore districts in the former
East Bengal.

5aehT 379 T foh i &9l o GeralT R AWK Frell o A= oot a1 S0

e The Nehru-Liaquat Ali accord, which was made in 1950 against this backdrop, was
aimed not only at resolving the minority question but also at the prevention of
possible war.

58 g3 H 1950 H faram aram stgw-foramera arelt warsilan, shael sreqdeas® fqeg i
gerere & frw 18T o, afeen Wenfaa Jaur #) Aeet & R ofr am|

o K.C. Neogy and Syama Prasad Mookerjee resigned, as anticipated.
St o e o, .. faaet 3ik eamar e @it « camera & e

e Historian Pallavi Raghavan provides an in-depth examination of the Nehru-Liaquat Ali
Pact in her book, Animosity at Bay: An Alternative History of the India-Pakistan
Relationship, 1947-1952.

$TgTHR Jeord! IEa = 3= J&sh Animosity at Bay: An Alternative History of
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the India-Pakistan Relationship, 1947-1952 # ag&-fereae 37l WHSAt &7 faEgd
faeoIvoT foram 1

Efforts were undertaken to institutionalise the Pact, resulting in the establishment of a
Branch Secretariat of the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) in Calcutta.

FHSIA I FEARTT HIA & 9T R 91T, TS ded Sieentdr 7 fager #araa (MEA) @Y
AT WAy Y EATIT £

The Pakistani newspaper, Dawn, praised the Pact as a ‘breath of fresh air’.

qIfFEAT I@IR 31 o ST GHSIA T ATl §aT T ST R &7

The region’s geopolitics saw a significant transformation in the post-Nehru era.

AT T & A1G 5 &1 T -l & HAgeaqol a&alTd 3T

The Nehru-Liaquat Ali Pact, intended to safeguard minority rights in Pakistan,

ultimately neglected the rights of its Muslim majority, specifically Bengali Muslims
in East Bengal, culminating in the emergence of Bangladesh in 1971.

QIfREdT A HeTHEIF! F HAFRY Y 8T & OT o771 AgE-fordrend 3rel ga=tlar, 3/da:
39 Ao TgaAd, AR gt samrer & sarmely AREHAT & HFARRT A srered 3 a7,
fSad 1971 & ST FT 387 §37T|

9
The two-nation theory ultimately resulted in the establishment of three nations in the
subcontinent.

&Y Trsg Rgid «F 3dd: 3YAgIEdT # et 2t & T F &

India-Bangladesh ties need recalibration

HRA-qTATEer Ul 1 IoT: W H AT Jraeavar

Although India made significant contributions to the liberation of Bangladesh, the
relationship between the two countries was not solely influenced by Bangladesh’s
enduring appreciation towards India.

glellfeh SR of AieetTaer Y AFT F Ageaqor ARTETT T, AfeheT Qlet &Rl & Heer dharel
R & G Frrareer T TATA Feaarar & genfad o7e & |

The current status of Hindus in Bangladesh has become a significant concern in
India-Bangladesh relations.

qeTeer ¥ g3t Air acame Rufa, sma-amareer waul & e Ageaqer Rar s a5 8|
Recent discussions have focused on whether the violence against Hindus in

Bangladesh is politically driven or indicative of a new era of persecution against
them.

gTeT &Y Tt 38 WX Higd W § o aivenger #§ gt w o woehfos srd et ar =g
3eTeh TR AT HeATAR FIT T R Hevel Il & |

Some contend that India has erred by diminishing its relations with Bangladesh to a
focus solely on Sheikh Hasina’s family.
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o By designating the problem of Hindus as a bilateral matter, India aims to present a
new spin on its comparative advantage regarding India-Bangladesh ties.

o, gt i woem 1 gfavaiir AeeT STy, SRA-aEaTeRr Ut 7 30e JoecHs
d0d I Ueh A f&RT o7 T 9y o T@T &

e The secular fabric of Bangladeshi society has always been tenuous, with no
consensus among the contending ideological factions.

qTaTeRl FHTST FT ATATIET ATAT-ATAT g A FHAR @7 8, R RaRuRTeHF 7t &
o pal ig TeAte Tl 1@

o India must recalibrate its connection with the populace of Bangladesh and its
democratic entities, rather than focusing on a specific family or political party.

HRT FY AT o T8 AT Y AT R 38 AFdiiAs FEATEAT § 39 Tl 1 gaT:
Hqfard Y, 7 o el et T aRar a1 Teehfas g W Ha @

The overall picture
AT R

e The fate of religious minorities in India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh is deeply
intertwined, and there is a need for a new language and new institutions to address
the issue of their rights.

AR, TTHECAT 3R TTETE & YIRS FeTHEIH! HT AT TETS F 37§37 &, 3R
3oTeh HTAFRY & Heg AT ForsTal & T 7§ 19T AR 7T FEATAL T ITaRTehT ¢ |

e The restricted experiment of the Nehru-Liaquat Ali alliance imparts relevant lessons
even in contemporary times.

A5 forarerd 3relt gastla &1 AT T9T 37T & FHFTAT T H 87 Ageaqor Fa v
gl

e The notion that people with a shared history might cultivate a common future is not
wholly utopian.

I TR fo v |r=AT $faeTa arer aer ven | $fasT o1 Hend &, T e § Feufas
Tel &

e Consequently, discussions regarding Partition must be reinvigorated in order to foster
better understanding between Hindus and Muslims in South Asia.

safa, gfaror v 7 g3 sl Faasst & fia dgax wwe Ieia we & fav
Rreere oX Taie T @ afhg 61 e arfge)

e Further, recognising that minority rights are most effectively safeguarded inside a
secular democracy, there is a necessity for novel initiatives not only in India but also
in Pakistan and Bangladesh.
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e When Indian Hindus express concern solely for Hindus in Bangladesh and Muslims
in Pakistan advocate this exclusively for Muslims in India, such political conduct
implies greater solidarity for co-religionists within their own religious communities
than a commitment to minority rights.

ST SR fEg harer aenger & g3t & forw RIar sxerd ad § 3R arfrearet givers
haol IR & HAITerdAl & [T VAT X 8, AT Ig TTell{cleh cAaeN Il &3 §HarT & gfcy
38T TFolear 1 a2TdT 8, oI 38 3 I revaeas wfaeRT & wfa afaeqy &

e This political milieu legitimises majoritarian ideology across boundaries, fostering
circumstances for hatred and violence.

TE TSTeAtfar ATEle, sgaeahardr Ry w1 M3 & oR dear &dr g, 3R gon ik
T fr IR AT 3caee T B

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and
International Relations)

1. ‘Kerala, T.N., Bengal got no funds for Samagra Shiksha’
‘e, AfArerarg 3R Femrer B g R Ao F v FE 63
CHATC)

2. Modi, Yunus to have talks amid strain in Delhi-Dhaka
ties
Reet-areT waut # qara & @i A 31T grw F radia geh

3. SC Full Court resolves to publish assets of judges

golter 1 qot drs & Farameiient F wufa araafas & #1
farotar fora

4. Congress slams discussion of President’s Rule at 2 a.m

HTAF A I 2 ToF ASCUT ATHT G TAT Y T IAT Y

5. Data and federalism

3T 3R gHae
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6. What challenges does Greenland’s new PM face?

Afierels & TT werawst Y e FANTAT F1 7T FIA1 93 8T

g7

7. Freedom of expression and the Kerala controversy over

Empuraan

sffeafaa i Tadar 3R FTe F TR F A [

‘Kerala, T.N., Bengal got no
funds for Samagra Shiksha’

The three States were allocated ¥328.9 crore, 21516 crore, and 1,745.8 crore, respectively, but

funds have not been released, MoS for Education says while replying to MP John Brittas’s query

IGS Paper Il

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

erala, Tamil Nadu
Kand West Bengal
received Zero

funds under the Union
Education Ministry’s Sa-
magra Shiksha Abhiyaan
for the financial year 2024-
25 until March 27, Minister
of State for Education
Jayant Choudhary said in
the Rajya Sabha on Thurs-
day. He was replying to a
question by CPI(M) MP
John Brittas.

While the three States
had been allocated ¥328.9
crore, 32,151.6 crore, and
%1,745.8 crore, respective-
ly, the funds had not been
released, he said.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has been at logger-
heads with the Centre after
funds were stopped for its
refusal to implement the
three-language formula

The panel had observed that wnthholdlng funds for not enterlng
into an MoU for separate schemes is “not justifiable”. FILE PHOTO

under the new National
Education Policy and sign
a memorandum of under-
standing on building PM-
SHRI schools.

Samagra Shiksha
scheme provides for fund-
ing for textbooks, upgrada-
tion of infrastructure, sal-
aries for teachers and so
on. The data shared in the
Upper House says out of
%45,830.21 crore allocated

for 36 States and Union
Territories, ¥27,833.5 crore
had been released until
March 27. Uttar Pradesh re-
ceived the largest alloca-
tion of ¥6,971.26 crore, out
of which 4,487.46 crore
had been released till date.

The reply states that
funds were released based
on the pace of expenditure
and receipt of commensu-
rate State share, audited

accounts, statement on
outstanding advances, up-
to-date expenditure state-
ment, audited utilisation
certificate of previous
years and so on.

“The withholding of
funds is severely impacting
teachers’ salaries, RTE
reimbursements, and tran-
sportation for students in
remote areas,” a parlia-
mentary Standing Commit-
tee report on the issue had
earlier noted. The commit-
tee had observed that with-
holding funds for not en-
tering into an MoU for
separate schemes such as
PM SHRI is “not
justifiable”.

The committee has re-
commended immediate re-
lease of pending funds to
the States such as Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and West Ben-
gal to prevent disruption in
salaries, teachers’ training
and so on.
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‘Kerala, T.N., Bengal got no funds for Samagra Shiksha’
‘e, AfArerarg 3R Femrer Fr gHT e A F AT F15 63 7@

e

e The three States were allocated ¥328.9 crore (Kerala), ¥2,151.6 crore (Tamil Nadu),
and ¥1,745.8 crore (West Bengal) respectively, but funds have not been released,
MoS for Education says while replying to MP John Brittas’s query.

o7 dlleT T T hALT: T328.9 FUT (FI), T2,151.6 FU (AMATZ) 3 ¥1,745.8 F3
(afR=e Fomer) 3mafed frw atv A, AfeaT v SR AT fFw arw, Rt T J F A ST
forera 3 oot T 3aX & gV |

o Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal received zero funds under the Union
Education Ministry’s Samagra Shiksha Abhiyaan for the financial year 2024-25 until
March 27, Minister of State for Education Jayant Choudhary said in the Rajya Sabha
on Thursday.

et e w7 s Sl A eaR Y TsaweHT H gl 7o fad a¥ 2024-25 & 27 AR dh

e, afdrereg X aftast Famrer 1 woar Rew fAAweT & ded v o w3 e

¢ While the three States had been allocated ¥328.9 crore, ¥2,151.6 crore, and ¥1,745.8
crore respectively, the funds had not been released, he said.

3egiel gl foh BTelTh 37 A=Al I 328.9 FUF, 2,151.6 FAT 3iX ¥1,745.8 FA3 3mdfed
fohv 71T &, W %3 IR 7 P v

e The Tamil Nadu government has been at loggerheads with the Centre after funds
were stopped for its refusal to implement the three-language formula under the new

National Education Policy and sign a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on
building PM SHRI schools.

AfAEIATg TIHR AR &g FHR & e AT e Y& §S ST g eh 4T 1T, F4ifeh T
o 71§ ey et A & dact Bemar wisem o) Fe 3R drew-sht wgat & HaAfor & fow
THANY I FEATEN it § SoTeh Y feam |

¢ Samagra Shiksha scheme provides for funding for textbooks, upgradation of
infrastructure, salaries for teachers and so on.

T AT AT F ASATEART, FIAAT Soo1reT, FAGTHT F Aer 31T o fow Higar i el
el

e The data shared in the Upper House says out of ¥45,830.21 crore allocated for 36
States and Union Territories, ¥27,833.5 crore had been released until March 27.

TSTHHT 7 TS T 7T 3HiehsT & 3TAR, 36 Tt 3 Fgenfa v & fow smafed
%45,830.21 A3 H F 27 AT dh ¥27,833.5 HA3 SN fhU a0 |

e Uttar Pradesh received the largest allocation of ¥6,971.26 crore, out of which
%4,487.46 crore had been released till date.
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30T 9 T G 3110k ¥6,971.26 FU3 31dfed FU 10, f9# & 379 do T4,487.46 FS
STRY R ST e B

e The reply states that funds were released based on the pace of expenditure, receipt of
commensurate State share, audited accounts, statement on outstanding
advances, up-to-date expenditure statement, and audited utilisation certificate of
previous years.

o 3R H IaTT 37T § T g T A I, ToF F 37w Y wieq, orar qdieqor, &faa srfaat
A Tufa, =g {9, 3 Ao et & 3TAT TA0YT & 3R W SR 6T 7T |

e “The withholding of funds is severely impacting teachers’ salaries, RTE
reimbursements, and transportation for students in remote areas,” a parliamentary
Standing Committee report on the issue had earlier noted.

* 38 Heg R Ueh GHary Tt AR T ROté & gget wngr I AT foh %3 i Aavar Rravent
& a1, IS wfafe, 31K qrersT 8131 & ol & A S AR F § gernfaa w w@r
gl

e The committee had observed that withholding funds for not entering into an MoU for
separate schemes such as PM SHRI is “not justifiable”.

- HTATT & 75 o AT fo Frear-sit S srerer Asrenat F e vy 7 w3 W &3 AFar
"3fd 7 B

e The committee has recommended immediate release of pending funds to the States

such as Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal to prevent disruption in salaries,
teachers’ training, and so on.

- FIATA & 3T, affrereg 3R affeeT omer S Tt A1 T 63 LA AR e H
ATRer 1 & drfeh aaer, Rratehi & wfdrator 3nfe & frest =7 g1

Samagra Shiksha Scheme

THIT AT TTSTT

e Launched in 2018, the Samagra Shiksha Scheme is an integrated initiative by
the Government of India aimed at unifying and enhancing school education
from pre-school to class XII.

2018 F Y& &I IS, FHA TALT Aofell W THR HT Teh FAThd T8l ¢,
TSI 3e2RT qa-TrdiAes @ el Xl deh & Fhol TALT & Tl 3R

HAFd FATT B
e It merged three existing schemes to streamline resources and efforts, ensuring
a cohesive educational experience for students.
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SH Alotell o el AT AIST3i 1 FATRd fham drfeh HATEET 3R gamar
I Gegafeyd fham o | 3R orEl # U F9rfsa AT 3egera varet
o ST gahl

e The three merged schemes are:
A & 38 T AT &
o Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA)
ga e 3fFIET (SSA)
o Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA)
ey AreafAs [T A AT (RMSA)
o Teacher Education (TE)
ferere fR1eTr (TE)

Vision and Objectives

TvC Td 3¢y

e The primary vision is to provide quality, equitable, and inclusive education that
caters to diverse learning needs.

S8 STl T HET 3602d UIGATYOT, HAHeTR 3R FATLd RIGT Jert
AT &, S TafdesT fRIBTOT 3MaRIhr3il &l QT Il &l

o Key objectives of Samagra Shiksha:
THY AT & 97T 3eceT:

o Implementing the recommendations of the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020.

TsEr feT Afa (NEP) 2020 dr FAGIRRIT &1 @1e] S|

o Supporting the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education
(RTE) Act, 2009.

st & U fglesh 3N Jfeard e &1 3f®@sR (RTE) AfR=as,
2009 &1 FHY FeT|

o Focusing on Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE).
IRfAS Ta9 S@HTT 3R AT (ECCE) W €41l Hfgd el

o Emphasizing Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN).

Aifors T1eRar 3R T&ITCHSAT (FLN) St Ferar T

o Promoting a holistic, integrated, and activity-based curriculum and

pedagogy.
A, Uehiehc 3R aifafafer-3mena dreasa va Riemeres &
gicarfed aeT|
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o Enhancing learning outcomes and bridging social and gender gaps.
gl & aRomAT # GUR e AR gafes vd dffew 3w
qrcaT|

o Ensuring equity and inclusion at all levels of school education.

Thell RIeT & @3l TR W FAA AR gAEwT gafRaa s

o Strengthening teacher education institutions like SCERTs and DIETSs.
SCERTs 3R DIETs 319 1a7eh 18T HEUTAT Sl G2 FelTeAT]

o Providing a safe and conducive learning environment.

& 3R 3e]eher RAILTUT ATATEROT YeTel e

o Promoting vocationalization of education.

T8 & ITTARNEIUT I dgrar SaT|

Alignment with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
TIFA T Fad faFma @adt (SDGs) & | TX@or

Samagra Shiksha is closely aligned with SDG 4, particularly targets 4.1 and 4.5.
AT TR ANAAT THSI 4 & T ofdss &7 F FI g9 &, AT T ey 4.1 31K 4.5

& H@IYU|

e SDG 4.1: By 2030, ensure that all boys and girls complete free, equitable, and
quality primary and secondary education leading to relevant and effective
learning outcomes.

THSIST 4.1: 2030 ofeh, FT ofseht 3R wTsfanal &t fov:gfesh, TAE 3R
T[oTaTor ruffeh 3R Aregf@es Rier ued &, e a gy 3R grEfs
fRI&T & IROmA gred X Heh |

e SDG 4.5: By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal
access to all levels of education and vocational training for vulnerable groups,
including persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples, and children in
vulnerable situations.

THSST 4.5: 2030 o, e &7 Jdfae 3rgATansit s gacg e 30K
RAererer cgfeadt, nfearfaal 3k FAsk aRfEufAgt arer swat afga asf
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7)) SUSTAINABLE ™ o™
&Qu” DEVELOPMENT \J %’ ALS

GOOD HEALTH QUALITY GENDER CLEAN WATER

<

AND WELL-BEING EDUCATION EQUALITY AND SANITATION

DECENT WORK AND " 1 REDUCED
ECONOMIC GROWTH INEQUALITIES

A
o =

1 6 PEACE, JUSTICE PARTNERSHIPS
AND STRONG FOR THE GOALS

INSTIIUTI[]NS

13 fenor 14 wovws [ 19 ovine

Ole || ¥ @
HaceTlel Tl T @ell TR AT 6T iR cqraardes GRIeor de qH T
TgT AR HAT|

The scheme's emphasis on inclusivity, equity, and quality education reflects these global
targets.

TISTAT T HATARICT, FHAAT 3R OGO e ) R g dRaeh i I gl &
Implementation and Coverage

PRI iR FaeT

e In August 2021, the scheme was extended for five years (2021-22 to 2025-26)
with a total financial outlay of ¥2,94,283.04 crore, including a central share of
%1,85,398.32 crore.

3TET 2021 H, 37 ANSTAT T 9T Nt (2021-22 F 2025-26) deh ST 1T,
S o 32,94,283.04 s 1 faciig wraur= g, orad 31,85,398.32 s
P oy e gl
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e The scheme covers approximately 1.16 million schools, benefiting over 156
million students and 5.7 million teachers across government and aided
institutions.

TG ASTell TSN 11.6 oI ol ol &ha lcll &, forad 15.6 s & 31t
o 3R 57 ar@ et WeRT 3R TEIdr ured TEAEr #§ Jrdfead 8 ©

[ Neéew Acadéemic
Structure

4 Years
(Class 9 to 12)
(Age 14.18)

Secondary

3 Years
(Class 6 to 8)
(Age 11-14)

3 Years
(Class 3 to 5)
(Age 8-11)

2 years
(Class 1 a.z)) (Ages 6-

Preparator®  Middle

Foundational

E 3Y“I"

el

e The scheme supports the new pedagogical and curricular structure proposed
by NEP 2020, known as the 5+3+3+4 system.
g AT TS 8T AfT (NEP) 2020 @Rt gearfad daifores ik
qIeTTdT BT BT TATT FLdTl g, oA 5+3+3+4 YuTell b FT H SATAT AT

gl

o Foundational Stage (5 years): 3 years of pre-primary (Anganwadi/pre-
school) and grades 1-2, focusing on multilevel, play/activity-based
learning.

YR TR (5aY): 3§ I N-ISFA (ETTarS/M-Fehol) 3R et

Pagel 6
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1-2, ﬁmﬁagﬁﬂ?:r go/afafafar-sraiRa Retor w e far srar
gl

o Preparatory Stage (3 years): Grades 3-5, emphasizing play, discovery,
and activity-based interactive classroom learning.

IR TR (3 a¥): FET 3-5, owd W, @it 3R afafafe-amaia

HareTcAesh heTl fASToT )T SR fear Jrar g1
o Middle Stage (3 years): Grades 6-8, centered on experiential learning
in sciences, mathematics, arts, social sciences, and humanities.

ALY TR (3 aV): e 6-8, oTa e, a1fora, sverr, @renfoe faaa
3R AR F geralcAs RIGTOT IR &A1 hfd fohar a1 g

o Secondary Stage (4 years): Grades 9-12, promoting multidisciplinary
study, critical thinking, flexibility, and student choice of subjects.

ArefAe TAX (4 aV): FHET 9-12, e sg-favas 3w,
3TTATcHS A, el 3 B1Er & 3wt fir gde v & Srdr
gl

This structure aims to cater to the developmental needs of children at different stages,
ensuring a seamless and comprehensive educational journey.

g T faffiest axol & s<at $r asrdcrs AEaTHdsi & @ = & fav a8 78
¢, foed vs dqfad 3R s Afers I gafRad i a1 ||

Recent Developments and Achievements

g & Ao 3R 3udfstrar

As of early 2024, significant progress has been made under the Samagra Shiksha scheme:

2024 T BT b, FA fRIGT Aletoll & Tgd Feca T Tl §5 &

e Upgradation of 3,656 schools
3,656 Fepoll ol 3eeTded

e Construction of 80,105 classrooms
80,105 SH&T31T &I feddATOT

o Establishment of over 13,882 smart classrooms equipped with Information and
Communication Technology (ICT)

13,882 & 3f&en THTC HEMIT T AT, St Tl AR TR i
(ICT) & gafserd &l

e Construction of more than 35,457 girls' toilets, promoting sanitation and
hygiene
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35,457 ¥ 310 aifeer eitarerat 1 [T, SEd Taoar 3 @z &
Sorar AT

Pradhan Mantri Schools for Rising India (PM SHRI) Scheme
TTHAHA Feho! BN STl S8AT (NvA &) At

e The Pradhan Mantri Schools for Rising India (PM SHRI) Scheme is a centrally
sponsored initiative launched by the Government of India on September 7,
2022.

TUTTHAT TRel BT TSiorel ST (Frwa 4f) Aot vs &g gfad 9B g,
S8 1R AR anT 7 RAdsR 2022 1 Y& fham arm 27|
e Its primary objective is to upgrade and modernize over 14,500 existing

schools, transforming them into model institutions that exemplify the
implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

SHHT HET 36829 14,500 ¥ 31t His[eT Fhall 1 3oia AR 3myfaes
AT &, d1fp 3 TS e Afa (NEP) 2020 F Thdl fhdleadsl & 31l
TEITA &7 TF|

Key Features of PM SHRI Schools
A A Thell S g7 faRIvaT

e Green Schools Initiative

R faeamerT uga
o PM SHRI schools focus on environmental sustainability, incorporating
solar panels, LED lighting, nutrition gardens (using natural farming),
waste management systems, plastic-free zones, water conservation,
and rainwater harvesting.

GTA AT Fehol TATERUIT AT I Sied & 3R So1e G Ua7e,
ToISST SIISTeaT, WINOT 3eTeT (Fehideh Well GaRT), FHENT Jetisl JoTrell,
gl

o These measures promote eco-friendly practices and raise
environmental awareness among students.
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¥ IR GHTEROT-37]ehel TATHT T dg1aT & § 3R orl & gdiawoig
SR AT TGTT &
¢ Holistic and Inclusive Education

THT 3R gHETARM e

o The scheme emphasizes high-quality education in an equitable and
inclusive environment, addressing the diverse backgrounds,
multilingual needs, and academic abilities of students.

g Aol TAT R FATIM ATATGROT H 3T I[OTaT dlell RIET FeTet
A W gl &l &, e Fafdieet gsas{far, sgamdy savasdisit ik
G TAS STAATAT aTel STEr &l ofd e

o The goal is to nurture engaged, productive, and responsible citizens,
aligning with NEP 2020.

SHHA 360eT ST, 3ceeh AR [HFAGR AR &1 fAATT Searr
g, ST NEP 2020 & 3] gl
e Modern Infrastructure and Resources
o PM SHRI schools have state-of-the-art infrastructure, including smart
classrooms, digital libraries, and modern laboratories.

dUH AT Tepell HEAE Foless, SToee qedeerd 3R 3y
T3 g Ircaryfaeh giaamdr g grem|

o These facilities foster experiential learning, critical thinking, and

creativity.
4 AUy ejararcash T, JTelaeicash | 3R TeATcHbT
Serar & gl
e Mentorship Role
ARG ST

o PM SHRI schools serve as model institutions, providing leadership and
mentorship to other schools in the region.

AT A Tt A FEAH & & 7 1 w8 3N 87 F 307
Thell &l Adcd T ARG Tale |

o They help uplift the overall standard of schooling in their respective
areas.

T g & ST F GHT TR A IR 339 F G g

Implementation and Funding

FRITagT 3T 3T gwor
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e Budget Allocation
gofc 3Tded

o The total project cost for the PM SHRI scheme is 327,360 crore over
five years, with a central share of 318,128 crore.

deH A AT B ol IR AT 227,360 FS &, Tora shey
TIHR & ANTE 218,128 IS 8, 3N 38 dier ast & U fehar rea|

o This significant investment highlights the government’s commitment to
improving school education in India.

Ig HEcaqUT del IR & Tohel RIGT & TR Tl & I TR
T gfdeeydr &I g gl

e Selection Process
TIoT gfehar

o Schools are selected through a transparent challenge method, where
they compete for support to become model institutions.

Tpell T TG IREAT Yol gerfa & #Aregs & fhar S &, 578l 9
G HE diat & faw gfaeae’ wd gl

o A maximum of two schools per block (one elementary and one
secondary/senior secondary) are chosen, ensuring wide geographical
coverage.

U selleh H IHTRdH al Fhell (T TATAS 3R T AT fAw/aRss
ATEITAS) T I THAT AT &, 99 g Hianfas wader
giafed g g
e Current Status
gaae Rufa

o As of October 2024, the scheme has been implemented in 10,855
schools across various states and union territories.

e 2024 ek, TH Aralell &l [Affiee T AR &g il we=lt &
10,855 Tepell H 9] fhaT ST T B
o This reflects significant progress toward achieving the scheme’s target.

TE ATl & 8T A 9o i AT fGem 7 Ageaqut gerfa @ geitdr
gl
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Modi, Yunus to have talks amid strain in Delhi-Dhaka ties

GS Paper IlI:
BIMSTEC
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will meet Bangladesh
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus for talks on Friday,
for the first time since the
interim government took
charge after the ouster of
former PM Sheikh Hasina
last July. The leaders at-
tended a BRICS Summit
banquet on Thursday
evening, where Mr. Modi
was seated, flanked by Mr.
Yunus on one side, and Ne-
pal PM K.P. Sharma Oli on
the other.

The meeting, on the si-
delines of the 6th BIMSTEC
summit in Bangkok, is sig-
nificant as it follows
months of tensions bet-
ween Dhaka and Delhi ov-
er attacks on minorities
and Ms. Hasina’s conti-
nued stay in India.

Mr. Yunus’s comments

about including India’s
northeastern region and
Bhutan, Nepal and Bangla-
desh as an “extension of
the Chinese economy”
during a visit to Beijing this
week had also led to mis-
givings in Delhi.

Sources confirmed the
meeting has been sche-
duled around noon on Fri-
day, and Mr. Modi will
meet the leaders of all BIM-
STEC countries during his
visit.

Strategic Partnership
After bilateral talks bet-
ween Mr. Modi and Thai
PM Paetongtarn Shinawa-
tra on Thursday, India and
Thailand upgraded ties to a
“Strategic  Partnership”,
and exchanged agree-
ments on cooperation in
digital technology, indus-
tries, handicrafts and the
development of India’s
northeastern States.

-——t

PM Narendra Modi with Chief Adviser of Bangladesh Muhammad

f

Yunus and Nepal PM K.P. Sharma Oli. CHIEFADVISERGOB/X

On Friday, Mr. Modi will
speak at the BIMSTEC
Summit plenary session
and is expected to hold bi-
lateral talks with the other
leaders present.

Mr. Modi is meeting Sri
Lankan PM Harini Amara-
suriya as well as Bhutan
PM Tshering Tobgay. Mr.
Modi is expected to meet
Mr. Oli, after months of
tensions with the govern-
ment in Kathmandu over a

delay in inviting Mr. Oli for
a visit. In a break from the
past, Mr. Oli has visited
Beijing first after coming to
power in 2024, in the ab-
sence of an invitation to
Delhi. The sources said a
meeting between Mr. Modi
and Myanmar junta’s PM
and commander-in-chief
General Min Aung Hlaing is
also on the cards, which
would be another first
high-level  engagement

with Myanmar’s military
regime that seized power
in 2021.

India has launched Op-
eration Brahma to assist
Myanmar with relief after a
devastating  earthquake
last week in which more
than 3,000 have been
killed.

As he left for the two-
day visit to Thailand for the
regional summit, Mr. Modi
had said that “BIMSTEC
has emerged as a signifi-
cant forum for promoting
regional development,
connectivity and economic
progress in the Bay of Ben-
gal region”, with India’s
northeastern region at its
heart.

“I'look forward to meet-
ing the leaders of the BIM-
STEC countries and engag-
ing productively to further
strengthen our collabora-
tion with interest of our pe-
ople in mind,” the state-

ment read.

Speaking at the BIM-
STEC Ministerial confe-
rence on Thursday, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said that the
completion of the India-
Myanmar-Thailand trilater-
al highway would be a
“game-changer” for the re-
gion, when completed.
The trilateral highway was
first proposed in 2002, and
began construction in
2012, but has faced delays
mainly due to violence and
instability in Myanmar.

Formed in 1997, the Bay
of Bengal Initiative for Mul-
ti-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation in-
cludes Bangladesh, Bhu-
tan, India, Myanmar, Ne-
pal, Sri Lanka, and
Thailand, and was envi-
sioned as a bridge between
the South Asian SAARC
and South-East Asian
ASEAN groupings.

Modi, Yunus to have talks amid strain in Delhi-Dhaka ties

feeel-aret warut 7 detra & e A 3R Jerw r araia g

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will meet Bangladesh Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus for talks on Friday, for the first time since the
interim government took charge after the ouster of former PM Sheikh

Hasina last

July.

FUTTHAT g AT ATAG F HET AAGHR AGFAG I W YFHAR H

T I, TE TEell a1 ST HARHA THR o oo e 7 qa oA

A FHT FY T AT F g TEHR HHTT ¢
e The leaders attended a BRICS Summit banquet on Thursday evening, where Mr.

Modi was seated, flanked by Mr. Yunus on one side, and Nepal PM K.P. Sharma Oli
on the other.

1T AR AT T e RIGT FFAereT st 3 A gu, et s AN st Fga 3R Aurer &
werersst &9 oY el & AT S A

e The meeting, on the sidelines of the 6th BIMSTEC summit in Bangkok, is significant as
it follows months of tensions between Dhaka and Delhi over attacks on minorities
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and Ms. Hasina’s continued stay in India.

g SoF doie # 64 AFEed FRAWT TFAAT & SR 81 W g, ST eTHETH! W gHal 3R
AN g F HRT F TINAR 38R DI AT 1T A feell & g w AAT F qaa &
TE BT W B

e Mr. Yunus’s comments about including India’s northeastern region, Bhutan, Nepal
and Bangladesh as an “extension of the Chinese economy” during a visit to Beijing
this week had also led to misgivings in Delhi.

39 oatg N 7 I o6 SRIeT it I aRT R F qaEfaw &, e, A9 3R
AR T AT rdfeaaedr FT RTAR Fgad W eel H ARSI W 75|

e Sources confirmed the meeting has been scheduled around noon on Friday, and Mr.
Modi will meet the leaders of all BIMSTEC countries during his visit.

AT & gt T & 75 Jooh YFar are} I AR ¢ 3R A A 3191 amm & e wsht
e et & Fanit & A

Strategic Partnership

YU ABIGRY

o After bilateral talks between Mr. Modi and Thai PM Paetongtarn Shinawatra on
Thursday, India and Thailand upgraded ties to a “Strategic Partnership”, and
exchanged agreements on digital technology, industries, handicrafts, and
development of India’s northeastern States.

THAR 1 A AKX 3R gréels i gerer= dueirert Rismarr & &= gfaqef ard & s,
HR 3T gréels & daui &1 - wifas dEier 7 3e1a far ik Bfoea awedls, sg@,
gEAfe, 3R 9 & qafaw T3t & e @ aasiid &)

e On Friday, Mr. Modi will speak at the BIMSTEC Summit plenary session and is
expected to hold bilateral talks with the other leaders present.

YFHAR 1 AT AT RFwes R gFAae & qur 97 1 daferd ST 3R gl #isg 377
a3t & Y gfavefir arat o 3|

e Mr. Modi is meeting Sri Lankan PM Harini Amarasuriya as well as Bhutan PM
Tshering Tobgay.

A AEY et h FerraraH R HFATHAT 3K seT F qererAs AN’ @A § Forrehra
F|

e Mr. Modi is expected to meet Mr. Oli, after months of tensions with the government in
Kathmandu over a delay in inviting Mr. Oli for a visit.

FIGHTZ TIFR o AT At Helt FY =07 7 & T I el @ F ANl & el1d & a1G, A
AIEY & 5t 3itelt & fAee & 37g B

e In a break from the past, Mr. Oli has visited Beijing first after coming to power in 2024,
in the absence of an invitation to Delhi.
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37T & 31c19T, it 3ol & 2024 F AT F 3o & 91 Tge difsrer o el v, F3ifd 3¢
feeely @ AE 3reor ALY e

e The sources said a meeting between Mr. Modi and Myanmar junta’s PM and
commander-in-chief General Min Aung Hlaing is also on the cards, which would be
another first high-level engagement with Myanmar’s military regime that seized
power in 2021.

AT g1 6 A A 3R 7R & 7 TFR & U= § FATS-FT-A6 Foel AT
T AT F T S5 ofy Fenfaa &, S 2021 F w1 W Fifast 7FAR i 77 TWER & Ty
gl 3TIEANT do gl

e India has launched Operation Brahma to assist Myanmar with relief after a
devastating earthquake last week in which more than 3,000 have been killed.
HR =1 RS AOATE #7198 $FT & F1G FIATAR H1 TG So o ToIT ORI FEAT E o

¢, Torg# 3,000 & 3rf&ra &er AR 1T &

e As he left for the two-day visit to Thailand for the regional summit, Mr. Modi had said
that “BIMSTEC has emerged as a significant forum for promoting regional
development, connectivity and economic progress in the Bay of Bengal region”,
with India’s northeastern region at its heatrt.

8T FAA & ToIT Yréels FY & Rgw@r Iqr=m o 37T 8l T AT AT o Fgl foh
"fFaes germer Y @rE 8 7 & e, 999 317 3t yerfa & gerar & arer v
HAECAYUT AT TAhT 3 &, oI HIReT 7 Al 859 &g 7 ¢

o “l'look forward to meeting the leaders of the BIMSTEC countries and engaging

productively to further strengthen our collaboration with interest of our people in mind,”
the statement read.

“H RFEeH et & A3 § A 3R gAR i & frdll Y eamer 7 W@ gU gA e aT
Y 3R AT FIA & [T TeATeHS ST 1 3ee FAT g,” ST H gl 17|
e Speaking at the BIMSTEC Ministerial conference on Thursday, External Affairs

Minister S. Jaishankar said that the completion of the India-Myanmar-Thailand
trilateral highway would be a “game-changer” for the region, when completed.

IEAR I fAFaes Ft Tally Fraere  faeer 7l vy, S A gl o $Rd-FAR-
1otz Baaiir T5ART 7 AT 87 & fow v " AR-Ae arfad gem|

e The trilateral highway was first proposed in 2002, and began construction in 2012, but
has faced delays mainly due to violence and instability in Myanmar.
Ig Praafir TeraATet ugel SR 2002 #H ST fhT I AT 3R g8 AT 2012 H o
&3, Aifehed FHAR & T 3R 3R & T 583 SN g3

e Formed in 1997, the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) includes Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar,

Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Thailand, and was envisioned as a bridge between the South
Asian SAARC and South-East Asian ASEAN groupings.

1997 # IS FaTer T WSt TE-41A1T Aeheiih! AT IMFAF FEAT Tger (rwes) A
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ALY, HE, HR, FIHAR, A9TeT, e, ﬁ?#@ﬂ?%mﬁﬁ,msﬁmm
| 3R efaror-q ofiramd snfearer @ogt & i v A & &9 H FHedar 1 s o

India—Myanmar—Thailand Trilateral Highway (IMT
Highway)
ARA—F I AR—aTges e aemnt (IMT =)

« Initiation: The concept of the trilateral highway was first proposed in April 2002
during a ministerial-level meeting between India, Myanmar, and Thailand in
Yangon, Myanmar.

FIier el TSt i steumon eirer 2002 # WRa, Wi 3R o1geE & ot I, Wi 7 g8 O
T ok & SR Tt s s offl

e Construction Commencement: The construction of the highway began in 2012 and
was initially scheduled for completion in 2015. However, due to various challenges,
the project has faced delays.

Frrmtor e 5@ Tomw e fFmior 2012 4 3% g o 3R s 2015 7o 0 e s AT o gt i
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TAferRiT 3 shroT wfEtST H 3 g R
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Mydwaddy-Mae Sot

| '« Thailand

Route and Key Sections
AT R TS T

« Starting Point: The highway originates from Moreh, a town in Manipur,
northeastern India.
sefirer foig: e Tromwt wforgy ¥ wew wive @ 3 g 2
o Myanmar Segment: After entering Myanmar at Tamu, the highway passes through
Kalewa, Yagyi, and Mandalay. India has undertaken the construction and upgrading
of specific sections within Myanmar.
TR T RN H To¥ F % o1 I8 TS aTe, Shiera, auit it 7iser § St o 8 MRd 3 =R &
o Ry @i & fmior 3R 3= =1 il fora 2
o Kalewa-Yagyi Road Section: Covers approximately 120.74 km.
HTAAT-AT Tgeh T I8 T i 120.74 feret et 21
o Tamu-Kyigone-Kalewa (TKK) Road Section: Includes the construction of 69
bridges along with an approach road on a 149.70 km stretch.
am-gtE-seet (TKK) agw @ 30 @ #§ 69 get & fmior & @ 149.70 feret ot a5
TS ST T R
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o Thailand Segment: The highway proceeds to Mae Sot, a town in western Thailand,
facilitating direct road connectivity between the three nations.
ATEAS W I TSMTT UTSHT ATSels o U Wi WeX q ST &, S A1 oxii o st &fieft ggeh deh graen
Tt 21

Objectives and Significance
3T AR g

e Economic Integration: The highway aims to bolster trade and commerce within the
ASEAN-India Free Trade Area, strengthening economic ties between South and
Southeast Asia.

HATTR TEhRTERTUT. 8 TSI SATTEATH-HRA Teh SATAR & o Hiqt SATIR ST JTiors i 9gmT o ST gferor
auT gieror-ud uivrar & sTfie Hefel 1 ASed F 1 A T 2l

« Regional Connectivity: By providing a direct land route, the highway is expected to
facilitate smoother movement of goods and people, promoting tourism and cultural
exchanges.

gt HUeh. I TSN ST ITH AT Ja S aEqeAt iR T hl STATSITE! Sl ST ST SR aded ud
TR ATEH-TEH I TGMET o

o Strategic Importance: The project aligns with India’‘s *"Look East™ and "*Act East™
policies, aiming to strengthen relationships with ASEAN countries and
counterbalance other regional influences.

Tortfoes wee: 7 afEeT TR Y e e o Muae e Hffet % are @, e st enfemm
2T o AT TeleT WTeld AT S = QAT TATST T Her SHIT Tl 2

Challenges and Current Status
ATt o T Rafa

« Political Instability: As of February 2025, approximately 70% of the highway has
been completed. However, progress has been hindered by political changes and
internal strife in Myanmar, particularly following the military coup in 2021.
Triferes arfReran: wRadt 2025 qe 39 Tomnt &1 et 7090 9w g 8 g 2 aifn, wmw §
TSR TEerTa SiRX atiafven wud, foniy &7 & 2021 3 &= aearaere a8, W § e 300 g 2

o Infrastructure Gaps: Certain sections, especially within Myanmar, require
significant infrastructural development, including road quality improvements and
bridge constructions.

SATYRA B <l AT foRIY &7 & wriwr o Fo fowdl § w5 Turamt gar R ger fmtor st stmama
gierastt % forebrer 1 ATarwreR 2

e Security Concerns: The regions through which the highway passes have experienced
security issues, necessitating measures to ensure the safety of travelers and goods.
e foaTd: 50 Tomet & o et & R werst aweand @ €, fred b of wrer fr geen ghifia
T % IU RS B S 2
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Recent Developments
BT & faeera

Strategic Partnership: On April 3, 2025, during a regional summit, Thailand and
India signed a strategic partnership agreement, which includes commitments to
cooperate on defense and accelerate the completion of the trilateral highway project.
oo ArsErt: 3 sriter 2025 %1 v arfra e wvies & dNE, argds 3R R | T Wiitaw
TSR THE T gedrer oy, o e weanT o Brasfta aemmt afeiemT & vive guiar 1 amwer e
Tl

Regional Cooperation: Efforts are underway to address the challenges faced by the
project. Discussions among the involved nations focus on finding practical solutions
to expedite the completion and operationalization of the highway.

it TrEaiT 3 aREISHT % THa 3T ATl gHfeR T HHTT R 6 A S 8 St 3t % st
SITETR THTLT @IS T == €l T 7, dTich 38 TSR i 3Ter G 3 ey fa S el

Pptential Benefits

i

Trade Enhancement: The highway is expected to significantly reduce
transportation costs and time, facilitating increased trade among India, Myanmar,
and Thailand.

AR Ffg: T8 T U AT SR T 1 HThT 75 Tk A FHOT, Fed 9Ra, FiR #R aigae &
e =TI | gfg g

Tourism Promotion: Improved connectivity can boost tourism by providing easier
access to cultural and historical sites across the three countries.

THET HaE JEd U Gl A S9N o Hivehiien AR YfgTie T q TEH U5 SEH Fih Uded
TETET < Hohell 2

Cultural Exchange: The highway can serve as a conduit for cultural interactions,
fostering better understanding and relationships among the people of the three nations.
TiTh(qeh HATEH-TEH: I8 TSTAT WEhicieh HUch T WTEAN o Tl 8, S it 2211 & it % ft dgew
st 3R Faie foewfda g
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Amid Justice Varma row,
SC Full Court resolves to

GS Paper ll:
Judiciary
NEW DELHI

All 33 serving Supreme
Court judges agreed in a
Full Court meeting held on
April 1 to make their assets
public on the court web-
site. The decision has
come in the wake of the
controversy regarding the
finding of half-burnt cash
on the residential premises
of a High Court judge.

Unlike politicians and
bureaucrats, judges do not
have to mandatorily put
their assets in the public
domain. A Full Court Reso-
lution of May 7, 1997 head-
ed by the then Chief Justice
of India J.S. Verma decided
that judges must declare to
the Chief Justice of India
their assets “in the form of
real estate or investments
held by them or their
spouses or dependents
within a reasonable time of
assuming office”.

The declarion would re-
main confidential.

Another Resolution was
on devising an “in-house
procedure” to take action
against judges who did not

follow the universal values
of judicial life.

In 2009, over a decade
later, a Full Bench of the
Court resolved to place the
assets of judges on the the
court website, but purely
on a voluntary basis.

However, presently, the
website Section marked
‘Assets of Judges’ shows on-
ly the names of 30 serving
apex court judges, includ-
ing Chief Justice Khanna,
who have submitted their
declaration of assets.

This was despite a ruling
by a Single Judge of the Del-
hi High Court in 2009 that
asset declaration by Su-
preme Court judges, pur-
suant to the 1997 Resolu-
tion, was “information”

publish assets of judges

under Section 2(f) of the
Right to Information Act,
2005. The High Court had
concluded that the CJI was
not holding the informa-
tion regarding the declara-
tions of assets of judgesina
“fiduciary capacity or
relationship”.

Subsequently, in 2019, a
Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court had itself
held that the disclosure of
assets of judges would “not
impinge upon the personal
information and right to
privacy of the judges” if it
served public interest. Jus-
tice Khanna, as he was
then, had authored the
main judgment for the
Bench.

Justice DY. Chandra-
chud, as he was then, in a
separate and concurring
opinion, had observed that
“judicial independence is
not secured by the secrecy
of cloistered halls”. The de-
cisions were based on a
case filed by RTI activist
Subhash Agarwal seeking
details of the declaration of
assets by Supreme Court
judges in consonance with
the 1997 Resolution.

the residential premises of a High Court judge.

g v te 3T ST F ~rameer F rariT oRER & srsrel AFd) fAda @ g9fed faae

& &I¢ AT R

SC Full Court resolves
to publish assets of
judges

FRH FIE 1 qut dis o
sgrareite iy gufa
ATaSATAs Hlel AT AT
forar

Amid Justice Varma row,
all 33 serving Supreme
Court judges agreed in a
Full Court meeting held on
April 1 to make their
assets public on the court
website.

e aAT faarg & o, 1
I 1 g of ds do A
golie F1€ & it 33 Alspar
=grareien o 3rge Fufy
ATISE W AT Hlel T
HeAfA SIS

* The decision has come in the
wake of the controversy regarding
the finding of half-burnt cash on

» Unlike politicians and bureaucrats, judges do not have to mandatorily put their assets in the

public domain.

Teraansit 3R Atevemst & Auda, =armeNelt & 3r9e Fufy rfaar 1 @ gaafas AT &
STl gl gIdT|
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* A Full Court Resolution of May 7, 1997, headed by the then Chief Justice of India J.S.
Verma, decided that judges must declare to the Chief Justice of India their assets in the form
of real estate or investments held by them or their spouses or dependents within a
reasonable time of assuming office.

7 7§ 1997 #1 qut dis TdTa, STt JICTLTAT 38 TAYT & HRd & FATT ~AATeRr oF.0F. qa@lT F I
oY, 1 g TooTe foram o fon wamamedelt & 379e AT 3o Shaeraret ar snfat & o wieg s
Fafer ar farder & w0 7 rqelt Fufer 7 [Gawor HrEIHR TgT A & 3T THT & ek R & 7eT
FITITENRT T AT AR

* The declaration would remain confidential.

Ig GV MYATT TET ST Y|

» Another Resolution was on devising an “in-house procedure” to take action against judges
who did not follow the universal values of judicial life.

Teh 31T T 3o7 ArATEelt o faeeer shRars g " Hafe 9fFar sofer o1 ot st =il Sfiaer
& FrasifAE Feat 1 drele 781 |

* In 2009, over a decade later, a Full Bench of the Court resolved to place the assets of
judges on the court website, but purely on a voluntary basis.

2009 #, T g ¥ 31U go a1g, gfer HIE A qot dis o =ararediei Hr wufr #i srerea #
ATHTE W W@ 7 0Ty o, Afehet 78 ¥dfees amam ow an)

* However, presently, the website section marked ‘Assets of Judges’ shows only the names of
30 serving apex court judges, including Chief Justice Khanna, who have submitted their
declaration of assets.

glelifeh IciATeT H, d9aTSE W AT 38T ‘Assets of Judges’ # shael 30 Hisfar wafea
ATy & Frameie, [ e Farmeier @ew off enfAe 8, & o i@ &a €, fSegiat 3rdedr
T Y BT SEl I &

» This was despite a ruling by a Single Judge of the Delhi High Court in 2009 that asset
declaration by Supreme Court judges, pursuant to the 1997 Resolution, was “information”
under Section 2(f) of the Right to Information Act, 2005.

g 0T ae &Y 3mar Stefeh 2009 # el gTEHRIE F Uaher =arameier o oty e ar 6 1997 &
YEATE & AR GAIHA I o wIrarefeit S gafer Y @ivor, Faar & 3sR st 2005 wr
R 2(f) & g “HIAT” B

» The High Court had concluded that the CJI was not holding the information regarding the
declarations of assets of judges in a “fiduciary capacity or relationship”.

3 F Ao o foyseny f¥enrell foh FEa wararefier sararediei &t gufer i eom3it &I STeTeh T s
" frearelt avadT AT FEY A AL W wE
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» Subsequently, in 2019, a Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court had itself held that the
disclosure of assets of judges would “not impinge upon the personal information and
right to privacy of the judges” if it served public interest.

a1g #, 2019 &, goh#A FIE i v wfaura fis ¥ g ATy o 6 af qg swfea 78, a
=arrefret T TIRT FT TFAFIT 3 ATFAINT SATTHRRT 3R MIATAT F INFR F7 SodoeT AgT
HL|

« Justice Khanna, as he was then, had authored the main judgment for the Bench.

3 AT F A Goall o U1S T 7E&T faoty @it v o |

+ Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, as he was then, in a separate and concurring opinion, had
observed that “judicial independence is not secured by the secrecy of cloistered halls”.

AhTelIeT +ATIFfet A.318. Tags o U Faad AfehsT GgAta UF T H Fgr o7 o =i Faasan
9 HA Y MueArTar & glarRaa g axdr |
* The decisions were based on a case filed by RTI activist Subhash Agarwal seeking details

of the declaration of assets by Supreme Court judges in consonance with the 1997
Resolution.

¥ fAoTer IS it G 3rararer SIRT R 38 ARl W MR 9, {51 1997 F
YEATE & TR A FIE & wgrareiiei S o Hr o 1 Faor A T vl
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Cong. slams
discussion of
President’s
Rule at 2 am.

GS Paper ll:
President Rule

NEW DELHI

Questioning the decision
to discuss the statutory re-
solution on the imposition
of President’s Rule in Mani-
pur in the early hours of
Thursday, the Congress on
Thursday accused the
Centre of “bulldozing” the
resolution. “Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah’s moving of
resolution at 2 am. to
further extend President’s
Rule in Manipur is an insult
to the people of Manipur,”
said Gaurav Gogoi of the
Congress.

“..why bulldoze the
proclamation on Presi-
dent’s Rule at 2AM, leaving
just an hour for debate but
just about enough time for
the Home Minister’s false-
hoods, twists, and distor-
tions? This is adding insult
to injury,” said Jairam Ra-
mesh of the party on X.

Congress slams discussion of President’s
Rule at 2 a.m

HTAF o T 2 FoF ASUTA AT G AT Y
HTATIT Y

Questioning the decision to discuss the statutory
resolution on the imposition of President’s Rule in
Manipur in the early hours of Thursday, the
Congress on Thursday accused the Centre of
“bulldozing” the resolution.

AR T AT 7 gl arweT oama & denfas
YEATd T 79T & A0 9 HaTe 3819 §T FE A AR
Y Hg W FH TEA1T BT " TG Edl TR FTeT HT ARG
T

* “Home Minister Amit Shah’s moving of resolution at 2 a.m. to
further extend President’s Rule in Manipur is an insult to the people
of Manipur,” said Gaurav Gogoi of the Congress.

TG & ARG MM 7 e, "8 HA JAT A1E @ T 2 79 AR
3 Il AT T 3T FeTel o fIT JecTa ST HIOTGY by Sfetcr b1
AT 1"

* “...why bulldoze the proclamation on President’s Rule at 2 a.m.,
leaving just an hour for debate but just about enough time for the
Home Minister’'s falsehoods, twists, and distortions? This is
adding insult to injury,” said Jairam Ramesh of the party on X.

Il o STARTH TAY o X 9T Hgl, "...Td 2 FaF AT AMHeT T &iyor
I FaEEAT FIT IR fHar 3T, foad 989 & T haer v "er &l
T, Wifehet I8 HAT o 35, A3-AN03 AR Rt & fav waica aag
AT? IE FA W AAS fSgdat ST 51"
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ARTICLE 356: PRESIDENT
RULE/STATE EMERGENCY

HTTSE 356: UegUfd AMAARTSY
JTITcTRTer

1. When the government of the state cannot be carried on in
accordance with the provisions of the Constitution, it may be
termed as a situation of failure of constitutional machinery.

99 T H WHER AU F YaUEl & H[aR Tg0 To1s &I
TFhdl, A 3@ gdufas a7 A AFedar a1 Jar 2l

2. This situation may arise in certain other circumstances as well:
I Tufy o I Rdy oRiPufat & st scoer & =t &

o When the states fail to comply with the executive directions
of the Union. (Article 365)

S Usd Y & dRSN A&t 1 9 & & [{ea @)
(31T=BE 365)

o When the states are under external aggression or internal
disturbance. (Article 355)

I9 ST 910 ATHAT AT AaRE 3renfa & el g
(3rT=8E 355)

o The state government carries out patently unconstitutional
acts.

9 Tod EIHR HETSE T ¥ ruadenfas FF #3d) 8

o There is a hung state assembly, and no party or alliance has
the possibility of forming the government.
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S furaasm Bug 8 AR F$ 9l A1 TS WER
g iy Rufa & 7 &

o When the ruling government resigns, and no alternate
government can be formed in the state.

ST AOFE ISR SEAHT & 3R I dvfeasd TR o
1S ST " |

Article 356
3eTedg 356

It provides that the President, on satisfaction either on the report
of the Governor or otherwise, may hold that the government of
the state cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of
the Constitution.

Ig IIaUT a1 ¢ & Iseufa, Tsaurer i RaéE ar e |al
¥ Yo A & AR 9T I AT THd ¢ 1 Tod T TSR
AT F grauEt ¥ I[ER A TS AT WHhll

In such a situation, the President may invoke the provisions of

Article 356.
vt RPufar & wseufa 3re7ede 356 & WIaHTEl T HTEAT W
" 2

This is also termed as President's Rule or State Emergency.
U ST ATH AT AT TATdFIT Fgl AT gl

EFFECTS OF INVOKING ARTICLE 356
Ie[edq 356 HI AN FA & TG

The Council of Ministers gets dismissed, and the President
becomes empowered to exercise executive powers with respect
to that state. In other words, the Union Government takes control
of the executive powers of the state.

ARORTe FrsEa R I I § ik s A sw =T &
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9T F SFEAF ATFIIT 3TAT FF FT ISR Ber Smar 2
I T WHR T H FRIGAT AfFaar F1 Fgaor o ot 2

- The President may further provide these powers to some other
authorities as well.

Tseufa 3 AfFaal FY 3= et wiReRor # ot diT awa #

- The state legislature gets suspended, and the powers of the
state legislature get vested in the Parliament of India, or the
Parliament may provide this power to the President or some
other authority.

T R & g F 3 aar £, 3tk s [l f
afFaar gag # AT & ol § a1 gug T afFaar weeafa ar
et 3T wiftevor &1 | gFdr B

- This situation is called a state of suspended animation. The state
assembly may even be dissolved, but only after the approval of
the Parliament.

sq ufa # Adafaa Rufa (Suspended Animation) Fgr JTdT
g1 U=g et & Rufea st fFar a1 wwar §, feT g8
qHE N A & a1 & AT 3

SAFEGUARDS
HEATCHF JTaerTe

. Every proclamation under Article 356 must be approved by both
houses of the Parliament within 2 months of making the
proclamation.

3HIedG 356 F dAeA UcAF WIYUT H HHG & Gl Heell & 2
7R & sy Fol Mol i)

« If during this proclamation, the Lok Sabha is dissolved, the Rajya
Sabha shall provide the approval within 2 months, and the Lok
Sabha should do so within 1 month of its reassembly.

Ife 37 99U & ST NFTHT 91 & FTcY &, O ToTwT U 2
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#ee & fiaw Aerd 3ot A NwwI F WS Tevdtod F 1 HEN
& #fiax AT F=T e

. All these resolutions should be approved by the Parliament with a
simple majority.
wue A 31 Wl geamal F W qgAT § IR HaAr Swn
aifeTl

. After the 44th Constitutional Amendment Act, the proclamation,
once approved, shall remain in effect for 6 months and may be
extended by further approval from the Parliament for 6 months at a
time.

443 gfersr @A TR F 91g, Th IR AR A S "o
6 HEIT cToh T Tl 3R 58 dHe i AfaRera Al 4 6 7

e SeraT ST Tl g+

« The maximum duration under the President's rule can be three
years.

Ieegfa amEeT Y HRFaH 3af™ fiT af g g 2

. If the President's rule needs to be extended beyond 1 year, it must
fulfill two conditions:

afe g amwer A 1a¥ § 38w dore o, af & adf # qu
ST F1T:

o The proclamation of emergency under Article 352 shall be in
place in the whole of India or in the whole or any part of the
state.

e 352 F e IMUTAHIA HI NN G HRT AT T
& forell feEq & o glely =TT+«

o Certificate from the Election Commission of India (ECI) on
the difficulty in holding elections in the state.

A AT AT A g 0 J FISA &1 g#or g
gred gleAT AIfgT |+
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. Before the 44th Constitutional Amendment Act, the
proclamation, once approved by the Parliament, would remain in
force till revoked by a subsequent order of the President.

443 iy waue FRAAIT T g8, §HG GO U IR HR
I 915 BIYOT O9 deh 9] Gl 41, 59 deh b 38 Useufa &
HTITHY 3T A GG el fohdT STl |+ #

« Alaw made by the Parliament during the operation of Article 356
shall continue to remain in force unless repealed or altered by
the Parliament or the state legislature.

HedE 356 & N & & SR HHG GERT TARIT AT Flelel
a9 % YAl QI I aF F 3@ e A1 U7 fqurEHsE g@n
teg ar gRafda @t frar sra

ISSUES ASSOCIATED WITH THE USE OF ARTICLE
356

IeTeOq 356 F 3UANT § Wafdd FATAC

1. According to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Article 356 would be a dead
letter in the Constitution, but it has been invoked more than 120
times since the commencement of the Constitution, making it
the most dreaded letter in the Constitution.

sT. d.IR. IASHT o AR, e 356 TIAUTT H 7T 14N
(Dead Letter) g1, dfhet 38 GIAYNT o9] g4 & o1¢ ¥ 39 dh
125 @ 3f% IR o) fhar ar=m g, e I8 @faur &1 g9

$TATAE TN ST ITAT o |+

2. No liberal federal democratic constitution has provisions similar
to Article 356.

forelt ot seRErdt welr Awaifas afaure & rgedq 356 S
yaUTe AT 8

Page3 6

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

3. The provision itself was borrowed from the Government of India
Act, 1935, and the leaders of the Indian Freedom Struggle were
opposed to the introduction of such provisions by the British.

Ig YAl 9T AR GIhR AT fags, 1935 9 o ar 3= ar, 3Rk
HRAT FadadT IA & Aar [9feell any W8 graumt & gRas
& AT FT | I

4. The term failure of constitutional machinery is vague and
subjective, making it prone to misuse.

ddenfae a7 i ABedr (Failure of Constitutional Machinery) 2rse;
Iregse 3R safFafass &, fSaq g qeuAlT T HTdA Ecll &l

5. As a result, frivolous and arbitrary grounds have often been
invoked to impose Article 356.

IROUMATERY, He[e86 356 A aF] F & AT Fw oo 3k
ATA TR W HRAE HT T8 ¢

6. For example, this provision has been invoked several times when
there was a change in the party in power at the center.

3CTEX0T & oI, T§ Walsl e &g IR o9] a1 arm Sid ohg &
mqﬁmwﬂaﬁwgml**

7. The governor's reports are often manipulated to the advantage of
the party in power at the center.

T=aaTel Y NUIEH Tl 3FR ohg A AORE Il & olH & fow
wsnfad fhar Srar B

S.R. Bommai vs. Union of India Case (1994)
TH.IR. SIFAS 17 HRd T ATHAT (1994)

« The Supreme Court passed one of the most significant judgments
on the misuse of Article 356, forming a 9-judge bench to examine
its various aspects.

A FIE 7 H[eBG 356 & GEUANT W FIY FAgeaqul el 7
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¥ Toh Gorm 3R g faffieet qgop3it 7 S & forw 9-=aramefan
$r die F1 TaT ThaT|

. Judicial Review of the President's proclamation under Article 356
was upheld, allowing the court to revoke it if invoked arbitrarily.

378 356 & ded TSCUld & EINOTTS &l #aTfid et &
AT & 918, fTE8 31eTed 36 AFA &1 H o] gl W 68
Y Fhcll g

« The burden lies on the Centre to prove that relevant material
justifies the proclamation.

g W g Aifed e &1 AR ¢ & g aeel eivomgs &
T Sexrdl gl

« The court cannot question the Council of Ministers' advice but
can scrutinize the grounds for such advice.

31eTad ARYRYE Y FAE W TardT AgT 30T andl, difehaT THY
e & IMURT T ST HT Tohar Bl

. The existence of relevant material must justify invoking Article 356;
irrelevant or extraneous grounds render it invalid.

37 356 T o] el & foiv yrafie amreft i 3ufeafa
faa §; 3w ar SEd IMUR 56 AT 94T &d &

« The power under Article 356 is exceptional and should be used
sparingly in special situations.

3Tese 356 & ded e faay aRfFufast & smmer s # 3k
AT &9 § 39T H S =gl

. When a new political party assumes power at the Centre, it cannot
dismiss state governments formed by other parties.

9 g H oI5 Toleilide el T H 3T g, dF a8 377 gifear
GaNT ST T EIHRT I FEET 781 H FohelT|

. State Legislature dissolution should only occur after

Parliamentary approval, and the assembly should remain in
suspended animation until then.
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T Ruressea #1 e shad gwa FiHfa & a1 glar =@y,
3R a9 de faereasm i Fafed Rufa @ w@r ser gl

. If the government loses its majority in the assembly, a floor test
should decide its strength, not the governor's discretion.

aﬁwﬁmmmﬁmagﬂa@a?ﬁ%,ﬁsﬂﬁﬁaﬁ
#T AT FaR eTe & ATEIH @ gl a1y, 7 [ Tsgurer &
o= |

. Secularism was upheld as a Basic Feature of the Constitution, and
anti-secular state politics can invite action under Article 356.

YATATIETAT &1 Hidurs 1 A faAvar & §9 7 AT 73, 3R
T A AR ISAITT T 3 356 9] & Hehel &
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|GS Paper II: Governance |

Data and federalism

Reliable data can lead the dialogue
between the Centre and the States

T his week, NITI Aayog, in partnership with

the National Council of Applied Econom-

ic Research (NCAER), launched the NITI
NCAER States Economic Forum — a portal aggre-
gating data and analysis on State finances. It pre-
sents State-wise reports covering macroeconomn-
ic indicators including tax and non-tax revenues,
as well as human development statistics such as
school dropout rates, literacy levels, employ-
ment, and historical trends in the devolution of
central funds. At a time when Centre-State rela-
tions are under renewed scrutiny, particularly in
the southern States, where fiscal federalism has
been a long-standing flashpoint, this portal is a
timely and welcome move. The data is not new,
drawn as it is from established sources such as
the 2011 Census, the Periodic Labour Force Sur-
vey, and the Reserve Bank of India’s State Financ-
es Report. However, its comparative presentation
across States brings clarity to the diverse fiscal
realities of India, offering a structured lens
through which to assess disparities and develop-
ment. Concerns persist about the quality of eco-
nomic data in India, and this portal is not im-
mune to these, relying as it does on existing
sources. Yet, by organising the data in a user-
friendly and comparative format, it can help an-
chor contentious debates — such as those around
revenue-sharing and parliamentary delimitation
— in facts rather than sentiment. While these is-
sues are serious, they are part of a much larger
set of challenges tied to fiscal relations and polit-
ical power-sharing between the Union and the
States.

The effective use of such data depends on on-
going engagement by States, especially through
institutions such as the Sixteenth Finance Com-
mission. For India’s federal structure to work
equitably, regional data must be translated into
policies that ensure fair representation, resource
allocation, and administrative responsibility. Un-
fortunately, discussions on federalism often get
reduced to narrow and polarised frames such as
debates around the three-language policy or calls
to defer delimitation. Over-centralisation can
breed discontent, while regional resistance often
risks turning parochial. Navigating this balance
requires cooperation rooted in evidence and mu-
tual recognition of diverse State realities. Leaders
in both New Delhi and the State capitals must en-
gage in a spirit of transparency and trust. The
new data platform is not a panacea but offers a
credible starting point — a tool for fostering in-
formed, pragmatic conversations around gover-
nance, development, and the future of Indian
federalism.

Report.

Address
Email Id

Data and federalism

3eT 31X gHag

Reliable data can lead the dialogue between the
Centre and the States

freguaiy s Fg IR TsAT F Ao dag F e
qha &

o This week, NITI Aayog, in partnership with the National
Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER), launched
the NITI-NCAER States Economic Forum — a portal
aggregating data and analysis on State finances.

g gdrg, Aifa AT & AT FI3FAT 3iTF TCA1SS SHAAF
RE (NCAER) & Iy Aeie) & Afq-radivdsm v=w anfds a7«
dleg T — T dice it Te Y Rl fRufa w 3mes 3k
faRAIUT TehT AT B

o It presents State-wise reports covering macroeconomic
indicators including tax and non-tax revenues, as well as
human development statistics such as school dropout rates,
literacy levels, employment, and historical trends in the
devolution of central funds.

I8 Ted-ar RatE sl otar & forere 31 3R -9 worea wfed
s HfF Ghaw, 3R A FFma & 3 wiftadh o wwa
SIYITIT &, AIEAT FaX, WSR3 FE Ot & gearavor
g et A £

o At a time when Centre-State relations are under renewed
scrutiny, particularly in the southern States, where fiscal

federalism has been a long-standing flashpoint, this portal is a
timely and welcome move.

T *hg-Tog G Hr T & Fafiet & WY §, @ gfaroft asar 7
STET TP HEATE o FHT A f3are o1 fawy w1 &, Ig 9o vah
FAAR AR TR 9g e ¢

. The data is not new, drawn as it is from established
sources such as the 2011 Census, the Periodic Labour Force
Survey, and the Reserve Bank of India’s State Finances
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= faa R S TR wat & o ar=ar g

¢ However, its comparative presentation across States brings clarity to the diverse fiscal
realities of India, offering a structured lens through which to assess disparities and
development.

glelifeh, Tl & dTe SHehl Jelatcate FEdfar s 1 fafaer Ry aeafawanst wf sose sa @
TEIA A &, 3R R 3R Rrwwansit @1 3= & fow e dRa efedior yarsT F §

e Concerns persist about the quality of economic data in India, and this portal is not immune
to these, relying as it does on existing sources.

Wﬁmmﬁwaﬁamﬁ?ﬁaﬁrgéﬁ AR 7g dréer ot 38 ST el &
Faiif g Ateger Aat oX 3menia &
e Yet, by organising the data in a user-friendly and comparative format, it can help anchor

contentious debates — such as those around revenue-sharing and parliamentary
delimitation — in facts rather than sentiment.

AT 811, ST T SURNITRAT & IeTohel AR JelaATcHS TR H Harddl hieh, I farfea sgat —
S TSTET-AIETHIOT 31T FHET HATRT — I ATGA131T F ToT d2A W TR I H Feg
Y el ¢

o While these issues are serious, they are part of a much larger set of challenges tied to fiscal
relations and political power-sharing between the Union and the States.

gTaiter & Feg MR §, & e 3 ot & i worei waut i Teeifas afda-amgmaor
O SISY 31 YAt 1 feea &

¢ The effective use of such data depends on ongoing engagement by States, especially
through institutions such as the Sixteenth Finance Commission.

U 3T T FHTET 3YIET T4 Y Tdd ARG W HR Far g, [y &0 & aregd e smaer
ST GEUTAT & ATEIH A

o ForIndia’s federal structure to work equitably, regional data must be translated into
policies that ensure fair representation, resource allocation, and administrative
responsibility.

HR T HENT HEAT & GATAI Hrileadet & forw, sl serst a1 T ifaat 7 seer s
AIeT it et wfafaftea, Twmest 1 smdee, 3 wemafas e gafRaa w1

¢ Unfortunately, discussions on federalism often get reduced to narrow and polarised
frames such as debates around the three-language policy or calls to defer delimitation.

galegaer, HEdTe UX T 3FaT HohoT 3R grdiga Feal de dAd 81 Sl &, Sia efler s
siifer a1 HATFRT Teret & AT

o Over-centralisation can breed discontent, while regional resistance often risks turning
parochial.

At FEHIOT IHHAT FHY STeH & el 8, ST ST faier 3rra wehotar 1 3 73
b &1
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¢ Navigating this balance requires cooperation rooted in evidence and mutual recognition
of diverse State realities.

SH HJolol T TATC I & [T TLAT W e wgawr AR w2t it RAfder areafawmasit
IREIRE FAFFA T 3TaRIhT g

e Leaders in both New Delhi and the State capitals must engage in a spirit of transparency
and trust.

7% ool 3t U Y Terenforal & Aar3it s yrefRiar 3 freara Y raeT @ Harg e
Euy

e The new data platform is not a panacea but offers a credible starting point — a tool for
fostering informed, pragmatic conversations around governance, development, and the

future of Indian federalism.

What challenges does
Greenland’s new PM face?

Why was Greenlands 2025 election significant?

|GS Paper II: US and Europe]

Padmashree Anandhan
Abhiruchi Chowdhury

The story so far:
fter Greenland’s March
elections, Jens-Frederik Nielsen
was elected as the new Prime
Minister. The election results,
announced on March 12, saw the
Demokraatit party gain seven seats, rising
from three to ten seats in Parliament,
while the ruling Inuit Atagatigiit (IA) and
Siumut coalition lost 11 seats. The
Greenland elections drew attention after
U.S. President Donald Trump claimed his
intention to buy the island.

What is Greenland’s political sy ?
Greenland is a self-governing territory of
Denmark with a population of roughly
57,000 people. It has a parliamentary
democracy, and elections for its 31-seat
unicameral Parliament (Inatsisartut) are
held every four years. Members are
elected through a proportional
representation vote. To assume power,
the government must pass a vote of

confidence, which is referred to as
positive parliamentarism. The elected
members, however, do not have the full
authority to take decisions on issues
related to defence, constitution,
citizenship, and fiscal policy. The five
main political parties in Greenland are the
centre-right Demokraatit, Naleraq, and
Atassut, and the left-wing IA and Siumut.
The Siumut and Inuit Ataqaitigiit have
always dominated the political landscape
of Greenland. However, for the first time,
the Demokraatit party has won the
election, breaking the dominance of the
traditional parties.

What were the key electoral issues?
One of the primary concerns for voters
was independence. Four out of five
political parties in Greenland have a
consensus on gaining independence from
Denmark. Demokraatit described
independence as a “necessity” in its
manifesto, expressing openness to a “free
association” model with the U.S. or
Denmark.

Another issue was access to healthcare.

Greenland’s healthcare system lacks
adequate staff, especially in remote areas.
The Demokraatit party called for changes
in the healthcare sector so that most of
the funds are diverted towards care and
support rather than administration.

The third key concern was frustration
over the fishing industry. Demokraatit’s
victory was also the result of the
discontent in the fishing sector after the
previous government passed a law that
impacted seafood exports, which account
for 30% of Greenland’s total exports.

What are the internal and external
challenges for the new PM?

Stabilising the economy will be Mr.
Nielsen’s big challenge, given its narrow
base. The island relies on fisheries, which
comprise 90% of total exports and are
vulnerable to market fluctuations and
climate change. Mr. Nielsen must find
alternate revenue sources through mining
and tourism without neglecting the
environment and excluding local
communities. He also needs to improve
public services, especially in education,

healthcare, and infrastructure.
Greenland'’s social welfare system reeks of
substance abuse and unemployment.
Tackling these issues within a new
coalition government, which has varied
views on independence, will be a
challenge.

Externally, Mr. Nielsen must maneuver
through the intense geopolitical situation.
The island’s strategic location has drawn
attention from major powers such as
China, the U.S., and Russia, each viewing
the region as geoeconomically and
geostrategically significant. This was
evident in U.S. Vice President ].D. Vance’s
recent visit, during which he suggested
that Greenland would be better protected
under U.S. control rather than Denmark’s.
While Denmark holds the sovereign link,
Mr. Nielsen must carefully manage
relations with both Denmark and the U.S.
to advance Greenland’s autonomy while
continuing to benefit from Danish
financial support. He must also take a
cautious approach toward China’s
economic investments, particularly
regarding access to Greenland’s rare earth
minerals. The ultimate challenge will be
navigating between the West and Russia.
He needs to balance the country’s foreign
policy at a time of Russian forays in the
Arctic, without triggering concerns
among Western countries, while boosting
NATO-Arctic presence. Therefore,
adopting a diplomatic strategy will be
crucial for Mr. Nielson.

The authors are researchers at the Area
Studies-Europe, National Institute of
Advanced Studies, Bengaluru

Ig =141 ST TlTHhIH 1S THATT IUTT 81 &, SAfehel Ig Teh faeaw=iy wRiAw g verer axar g
— e, T, 3R st gaarg & sfasy W sesRiIeT 3R saraseE warg @ derar &
T Teh 3UOT B |
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What challenges does Greenland’s new PM face?

Afierels & T TUTaHs Y e GANAAT FT ATHAT FI7 93 W72

After Greenland’s March elections, Jens-Frederik Nielsen was elected
as the new Prime Minister.

Afierels & AT TA1G1 & a8 S9-HsRF Hade H 741 FureTH= g7 1247

* The election results, announced on March 12, saw the Demokraatit party gain seven
seats, rising from three to ten seats in Parliament.

12 AT 1 BN FoAra TROTAT A SAHITeE el & 7 W g1ider i, Sea sahr @i 3 &
FoHT 10 A TS|

* The ruling Inuit Atagatigiit (IA) and Siumut coalition lost 11 seats.

QITHh TGS Segge HeThTfefard (1A) 3R Rzga a1 11 @ &)

* The Greenland elections drew attention after U.S. President Donald Trump claimed
his intention to buy the island.

IAREY gl Seres ST carT AT F @l Sl STOT SRR A oSG Aelels Ierar
o €a7eT 9|

What is Greenland’s political system?

Merols Y T fas sTavar Fa1 82

» Greenland is a self-governing territory of Denmark with a population of roughly
57,000 people.

IMeTols STHTR FT U TIATHY 87 &, fSThT 3TETET ST973791 57,000 B

* It has a parliamentary democracy, and elections for its 31-seat unicameral
Parliament (Inatsisartut) are held every four years.

TgT HHERT olieheda ¢, 3R SHHT 31 Wew T THHeIT HHE (FATfeange) & forw garma ax
IR AT A B¢ |
» Members are elected through a proportional representation vote.

HEEAT 1 T A gfafaftea yomelt & Aregw A giar |

» To assume power, the government must pass a vote of confidence, which is referred
to as positive parliamentarism.

AT H 3T & foIT TR & [aear A9 Siider giar g, o gifarfed aifeamse Rafass sar

ST 81
* The elected members do not have full authority on defence, constitution, citizenship,
and fiscal policy.

el AT HEEAT T T4, FIAUTeT, ATTRFAT 3R st Sifer ox @ 3R w787 g
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e + The five main political parties are the centre-right: Demokraatit, Naleraq, and
Atassut, and the left-wing: IA and Siumut.

ofe 99 Tatelifaen &t §—dg-gfarorae): SwTiee, AreRe, 3N srereg, 3K amwdt: 1A
AR Rzl

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

» Siumut and IA have traditionally dominated Greenland’s politics, but for the first time, the
Demokraatit party has broken that dominance.

Rsad 3R 1A A IRIRF & & Fetels i TN 7 goeaT ST g31 o, dfehet Tgelt AR,
SHIHIRE uTét o 39 goed &1 s fGaT ¥

What were the key electoral issues?

e AT e T 4

One of the primary concerns was independence.
Teh Y e o1 s o1 Fad=an|
o Four out of five political parties support independence from Denmark.
7T H ¥ TR ATl Gof STAT & Taaadl o 96T H g |
o Demokraatit described independence as a "necessity", and showed openness to a
"free association” model with the U.S. or Denmark.

IANFIEE o TTAAAT T Teh "SI AT 3R FARNFT IT SAATR & TTY "W vafvere
ATST T 3T T a1 gl

e Another issue was access to healthcare, especially the lack of adequate staff in
remote areas.

Ueh 313 Fecl AT Tareed Jarsit a 9§, faVeh grerer &1l & qdied Ferh 1 HAT|
e The Demokraatit party proposed that funds be diverted more towards care and
support than administration.

MFIRRE Ul & wedTa T@T o TR e T TATHT Y T S@HT 3 gHdT &

ofITTT ST |
e The third key issue was frustration over the fishing industry.
R HgcaqUT HeaT AT AG qTeled 3TN Y AFT ARSI |

o Alaw passed by the previous government impacted seafood exports, which make up
30% of Greenland’s total exports.

ol SR EaRT TR Teh hisfel o WHAY @I fAATd 1 warfae fovar, St afterels & Fer
fater &1 30% 81

What are the internal and external challenges for the new PM?

AT FETAHA & qrA A 3R ey gatferat = g2
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e -« Stabilising the economy is a big challenge due to Greenland’s narrow economic
base.

Merels i WA anfde smar & FRoT Irfegaear F AR F v 981 ol 2

e < Fisheries comprise 90% of total exports but are vulnerable to market fluctuations
and climate change.

HGA UTelel Tl foraTd T 90% ¢, oifheT Ig AR 7 3aR-Terd 3R Srearyg aRade &
T &1 TheTl

e <+ Mr. Nielsen must find alternate revenue sources such as mining and tourism
without harming the environment or excluding local communities.

Y ArergeT T @etel 3R gded S dfeus Terea Aial T Tarer Her grafl, oifehe gafavor
3R T FHETAT T ThET TG fo=T|

e < He also needs to improve public services, especially education, healthcare, and
infrastructure.

3¢ fRveT, FareeT Qarad, 3R giaard o Afgd arastfae anst F guR wer grem|
e < Greenland’s social welfare system suffers from substance abuse and
unemployment.

IMeTels T TR FeAToT YoITell A Y ad 3R V= & genfaa g1

e + Addressing these within a new coalition government with varied views on
independence will be a challenge.

ol HATATIT hT 7§ MSAUT AIHR H GASHATAT oilcll 1T, Fhifeh SHH FaATAT I o]
3TCTIT-3TeT9T TTCHhITT B |

o < Externally, Mr. Nielsen must manage the geopolitical situation involving China, the
U.S., and Russia.

STE X 9T A it s =iet, 3ARST 3R T A 31 8-t i feufar 1 Fererer
gram|

¢ -+ The island’s strategic location has drawn attention from these powers for
geoeconomic and geostrategic reasons.

gdra 1 Iorehifas fRufa & s afedat & e of-3nfis AR o-wARE FRUT & 3rHia
gl

e « This was evident during U.S. Vice President J.D. Vance’s recent visit, where he
suggested U.S. protection over Denmark’s.

T 1T gTe &1 A IARHY STrsgufer S &7 1 A1 & Tse g3, Traa Segiar Searh A
AT TARPT hT FI&IT T Sgc AT |

e+ Mr. Nielsen must carefully manage relations with both Denmark and the U.S. to
advance Greenland’s autonomy while continuing to receive Danish financial
support.

At FrergeT Y MeTels HY TIRAAT Y IR T & TTY-T1Y SFATR 3R 3ARFT St & arr
T T AT A HHTClAT GITT clieh SeTdATah Y faeiir TgTraT et |

e +He must also be cautious of China’s investments, especially in rare earth minerals.

3o diet & fader, faQrwe geter gedt @fasit o &1 7 |eieh @ 81|
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e « The biggest foreign policy challenge will be balancing between the West and Russia.
farerer ey T oy et oitclt af¥aslt Qe 3R &1 & o dgeret ST glam|

e <+ Mr. Nielsen needs to adopt a diplomatic strategy that avoids tensions with the West
while addressing Russian forays in the Arctic and supporting a NATO-Arctic
presence.

A Aerdiet T CH Feahfad Torfa 39T g1l St aftesh gert & defra @ s=d gu
ITHTF A wlt gEaaty 3R AreY iy 3Pty ot Afora X & |

Astill from Empuraan. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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Freedom of expression and the Kerala
controversy over Empuraan

The outrage over Empuraan stems from a Hindu nationalist assumption that the Gujarat riots were a justified reaction, despite documentation
proving otherwise; it resists false equivalence, challenges majoritarian logic, and brings to public memory what is being rapidly erased

IGS Paper ll: FR

Nissim Mannathukkaren

he huge national hate

campaign forcing Malayalam

film Empuraan to make 24 cuts

after release is yet another
demonstration of the fact that the cultural
space in India now can accord freedom of
speech only when it is in sync with the
official ideology.

Freedom of expression has always
been subject to depredations from all
political parties but what is distinct in the
last decade is the unprecedented nature
of the attacks (seen in the killings of
right-wing critics Narendra Dabholkar,
Govind Pansare, M. M. Kalburgi and Gauri
Lankesh) and that these go beyond the
al realm and stem from a deeply

pol
solidifying religious majoritarian cultural
common sense. What Empuraan, a
technically superior but otherwise
cinematically poor work of art, does is to
disturb this, even if it is done in a
politically superficial and formulaic

tarian common
sense, provoking virulent reactions. An
article in the RSS mouthpiece Organiser
calls the film an “anti-Hindu and
anti-Bharat narrative,” which is repeated
across the Hindu nationalist ecosphere.
The commercial Indian film industry,
especially Bollywood, has become
weak-kneed in front of the ruling
dispensation to such an extent that not
only has it abstained from remotely
criticising the ruling government, but is
producing blatant propagandist films
extolling the ruling ideology. In this
climate of grave pusillanimity,
Empuraan’s depiction of Gujarat “riots”
becomes arguably the bravest act by a
mainstream Indian big-budget film.

Tronically, Hindu nationalist supporters

demand complexity and nuance in
Empuraan, when the BJP governments

have promoted films like the Kerala Story
(among over 20 recent propaganda films),
with claims of a staggering 32,000 women
from Kerala being converted to Islam and
recruited to the Islamic State, when the
actual number was three. The Supreme
Court intervened to note that the claim
was not factual. The demand for
Empuraan, which shows the Godhra
Sabarmati Express train fire which killed
59 Hindu Karsevaks, to be more explicit
by showing a Muslim mob burning the
coach, is based on a commonly held and
dangerously wrong Hindu nationalist
assumption. Which is, the riots that
followed were a justifiable moral
“reaction” of ordinary citizens to the
“action” of the tragic train killings, rather
than punishing the accused by law.

The fundamental problem with the
discourse around Emupraan stems from
the above misconception. But it was, in
actuality, as has been documented
copiously in media reports and academic
research, majoritarian mobs attacking a
religious minority with the condonation
or approval of authorities, thus making it
a pogrom. Hence, scholar Ashutosh
Varshney, who has extensively studied
Hindu-Muslim violence, terms Gujarat
2002 as the “first full-blooded pogrom in
independent India” (he calls the 1984 Sikh
massacre a semi-pogroin).

A false equivalence cannot be drawn
between a Muslim mob killing 59 Hindus
and a retaliatory pogrom which killed
1,100 people (including 200 Hindus) —
with unofficial estimates at 2,000 — and
displaced 1,00,000 Muslims to refugee
camps. The film resists this false
equivalence. The present generation may
not know that Maya Kodnani, a Cabinet
Minister in Gujarat, was initially
sentenced to 28 years after the courts
termed her the “kingpin” of a mob that
killed 97 people. She was later acquitted
in 2018, but Babu Bajrangi, Bajrang Dal
leader, convicted for the same crime, was

not (a similar figure is Empuraan’s
antagonist). While Hindu nationalist
supporters are aghast at the depiction of
the rape of a woman, evoking Bilkis Bano,
in the film, it is only recently that the
Gujarat government shockingly released
the convicts who had gangraped Bano
and killed seven family members
including her child. One of the convicts,
on release, appeared on stage with a BJP
MP and MLA. The Supreme Court had to
step in to rule the remission as unlawful
and send the convicts back to jail.

The demand that the Godhra accused
be shown in the film must be considered
against the fact that the case is among the
most contentious, with different official
commissions coming to different
conclusions. Thirty-one people were
convicted. But the Gujarat High Court
ruled in 2017 that it was not a case of
terrorism (despite 15 years of right-wing
propaganda claiming so, and even the
recent propagandist film Sabarmati
Report calling it “India’s 9/11") and
commuted all the death sentences.
Critically, the Supreme Court has yet to
give a final verdict on the petitions of the
convicted prisoners, 23 years later.

When the outrage against Empuraan
claims that it vilifies the “entire Hindu
community* (Organiser), the film, unlike
Hindutva propaganda films which
universally demonise Muslims, portrays a
Hindu woman who loses her life
protecting Muslims under attack, features
a Hindu woman protagonist, and against
the claims of “whitewashing Islamic
terrorism” depicts Islamist terror training
camps in Pakistan and children being
saved from other camps.

‘Majoritarian logic’

While the threats ro freedom of
expression have been nationwide,
Empuraan’s cuts are unprecedented in
Kerala, where all political ideologies have
been ruthlessly critiqued in films,

including in Empuraan, where especially
the Commumist party has been mocked.
As the episode shows, Kerala is not
immune to the sway of religious
majoritarian logic. This logic is aided by
the secular opposition’s double standards,
for instance, when the Left silently
intimidated a film critical of it (written by
the same scriptwriter of Empuraan), a
tactic now taken to a new, brazen, societal
level by the Right. The muted response of
the Malayalam film industry to the
current controversy is telling.

The spectacular growth of Hindutva in
Kerala’s civil society has been hidden
from outside due to its poor electoral
record, which itself has seen a drastic shift
with the BJP-led NDA’s parliamentary vote
share increasing from 6.5% to nearly 20%
in 15 years. This growth seeks to craft a
new politics, like incorporating the
Christian community into the
majoritarian logic. Another Organiser
article claimed that Empuraan is also
against Christianity and Jesus Christ.

Empuraan rightly hints at the global
shadow networks and mafias influencing
domestic politics, but ultimately, its
critique of the communalist scourge is not
sufficiently invested in democratic politics
with individual revenge and violence
tropes, which might in fact reinforce the
majoritarian logic. Of course, to expect
beyond this from a film that seeks a
pan-India massified audience, and in the
process losing what is unique to
Malayalam cinema, is wishful.

The Czech writer Milan Kundera,
resisting Communist state
authoritarianism, had written, “the
struggle of man against power is the
struggle of memory against forgetting”
Empuraan’s sole contribution is to place
in popular memory what is being rapidly
erased as a part of the majoritarian logic.

Nissim Mannathukkaren is with
Dalhousie University, Canada, and is on X
@nmannathukkaren

Freedom of expression and the Kerala controversy over
Empuraan

FfFeTFT Y Faaaar 3R T 7 TG F A R{ag

The outrage over Empuraan stems from a Hindu nationalist
assumption that the Gujarat riots were a justified reaction, despite
documentation proving otherwise; it resists false equivalence,
challenges majoritarian logic, and brings to public memory what is
being rapidly erased.

TR 1 I TR Y 573 TRg TeeardY aRom § i e <ot v 3fRa
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yfafar &, safe g0 ATl arardsr 3ueey ¢ I8 S TamIdT 1 [y
FYAT ¥, TEEEIHAT W F et Aa ¥ 3 3w e A e Far g
o A< & frerr o wr #

e The huge national hate campaign forcing Malayalam film Empuraan to make 24 cuts
after release is yet another demonstration of the fact that the cultural space in India now
can accord freedom of speech only when it is in sync with the official ideology.

HelaTorH fthed gere7 ol Rellet & 1 24 HTH I & T AT Y aTell TSET FR
T GOTT 31T SH S T Teh 3 TATT § fob R F 379 FEpforah &7 shael o
HTHSATFA Y FaFaT ST & ST I8 TR FATRURT & 31e]R &l

e Freedom of expression has always been subject to depredations from all political parties
but what is distinct in the last decade is the unprecedented nature of the attacks (seen
in the killings of right-wing critics Narendra Dabholkar, Govind Pansare, M. M.
Kalburgi and Gauri Lankesh) and that these go beyond the political realm and stem
from a deeply solidifying religious majoritarian cultural common sense.

Rreet geres 3 rffieafaa i FaeaaT I T garel Y S IETd @ E (G B aw
erershT, AT ITaTaY, TH.UH. Fergeit 3R Ry Fer 7 gcan), 3R A gael dhaer
AT FAS & 391 2|

o What Empuraan, a technically superior but otherwise cinematically poor work of art,

does is to disturb this, even if it is done in a politically superficial and formulaic
manner.

TGRTT, ST Teheiiehl &9 U 3cehtc olfchel Tthost THTOT T TS & 3 dholl i &, 39
Wmmﬁmw#mwmmﬁﬁw&aﬁm
foafaa s gl

o Nevertheless, this has powerfully threatened the majoritarian common sense,
provoking virulent reactions.

Rt o, 50 SgEEas AT WHET I IR &9 @ Al & 8, orera e wfafsamd serdy
gl

e An article in the RSS mouthpiece Organiser calls the film an “anti-Hindu and anti-
Bharat narrative,” which is repeated across the Hindu nationalist ecosphere.

IRCHCH & HGUA H//eAI5077 o Toh o o 38 fhed i - R 3 smea-faed s
&gl ¢, St fig Wrsgardy aRaer 7 JR-aR GIgrar off @Bl

e The commercial Indian film industry, especially Bollywood, has become weak-kneed in
front of the ruling dispensation, abstaining from criticism and producing blatant
propagandist films.

HRA AT A hed 3T, faRIvent ateligs, ATHe SqawdT & HIH FAGN & AT R,
T hadl T & & I8T & e TP diX W TIRICHSF hed 911 BT &
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e In this climate, Empuraan’s depiction of Gujarat riots becomes arguably the bravest
act by a mainstream Indian big-budget film.

SH AT H, TGere7 3 IS Galt T FIA0T Teh FEAURT Y T3 $TRAT et @ fomar
I ATIE T e F7 &

¢ lronically, Hindu nationalist supporters demand complexity and nuance in Empuraan,
while backing propaganda films like The Kerala Story with claims that 32,000 women
joined ISIS — when the actual number was three, as the Supreme Court noted.

fagaT Ig & o g arsgardy aadier vgerer A sifeerar it arfidh i AT e §, Safr 3 &
Fver FENT ST TaRTcA® oAl 3 TAST ad &, [ 32,000 ARET3AT & SIS 7 enfAe
8ol & araT faham ara T, STafe areatas g e oY, St 3 gl F1E F Fg

e The demand for Empuraan to explicitly show a Muslim mob burning the coach of the

Sabarmati Express, which killed 59 Hindu Karsevaks, is based on a dangerously
wrong assumption that the riots were a just reaction.

TQRIT 8 g A foh I TISC T H AR 313 Y el vraqdd H qwft el ge
ferame, foraet 59 g FRATH H1 #ld g5 o, 30 TeRaATH T @ Fefd TROM 0 RS &
fo & ver 3fRra wiafdear 2

e The reality, as documented, was majoritarian mobs attacking a religious minority
with approval of authorities, making it a pogrom, as termed by scholar Ashutosh
Varshney.

mﬁw,%%mﬁﬁﬁ,wﬁ%@wm#wmmw
g o 3R 7g FftrwTRET A Feipher & gan, FSw I T aRAER (pogrom) & 14T,

S T fae@rer 3mefay aeiay = e

e Varshney called Gujarat 2002 the “first full-blooded pogrom in independent India”,
while the 1984 Sikh massacre he termed a semi-pogrom.

AT o ISR 2002 Y FH HNC T “TgelT OF T F ATHR Fgl, STaieh 1984 F1 @
ATHER 3oglel JTYT ATHER T |
e Afalse equivalence cannot be drawn between a Muslim mob killing 59 Hindus and a

retaliatory pogrom killing 1,100 people (including 200 Hindus) and displacing
1,00,000 Muslims.

59 fEgat i gear F arelt FiFerer #fs 30N 1,100 it (w3t 200 g anfarer @) &1 AR
arel wferaieTese aeHeR 3K 1,00,000 FHAHAT! & eards & @i S8 FAtTam 767 15
ST Fehll |

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. India Holds Fire as Trump Announces Tariffs

R AT, STafF T of TRE Y gy A
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2. Supreme Court halts tree felling in Kancha Gachibowli
Al FIE o FTAT ATl 7 935 FETE T AF o9TS

3. Axiom space mission: India’s Shubhanshu will fly to ISS
in May

ufFrar3ier Irafier rereT: o & oy #S A JTeet sy
4. Kannadippaya gets Gl tag, anchoring tribal handicraft
on the global map

FeA ST T SIS o1 e, anfeard) gxafdey 1 3w

gedlel
5. Ministry restarts Gorkhaland talks after three-year gap

HATSY & cllet ATl & AU F 91 ARATlS Jram T F &

&Y

6. LS passes Coastal Shipping Bill, set to boost maritime
trade
TATH A T Alager fadae aie R, aed s A
geraT & ¥ fav duR

7. It’s time to ‘dump’ WTO and TRIPS, says SJM
seegdiat 3R fevd F BIset T GAY 3T 94T §, THATH FT
FgdT e

8. Instant injustice

dcold AT

9. The other space race — the geopolitics of satellite net
qudl rafter gls — Aeemse AcaF A s-TeEA

10. Should India reduce tariffs given the U.S.’s moves?

mmaﬁaﬁﬁmaﬁrm@aﬁa@ﬁg@mm
AMeT?
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Why are undersea cables important?

G F A ST 718 Faew FT Ageaqor 82
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India holds fire as Trump announces tariffs

U.S. President announces tariffs ranging
from 10% to 49%; India hit with 27% tariff

[GS Paper lii: External Sector]|

Jagriti Chandra
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

.S. President Do-
Unald Trump
launched a full-

scale trade war on Thurs-
day, announcin; assive
“reciprocal tariffs”, rang-
ing from 10% to 49%, on
U.S. imports from its trad-
ing partners around the
world. India was not
spared and was hit with a
27% tariff on its exports to
the U.S. despite ongoing

talks for a trade
agreement.
The tariffs sparked

warnings of reprisal from
China and the European
Union, though India’s reac-
tion was muted. Global
markets plunged in res-
ponse, from Japan’s Nikkei
which lost 4% and Euro-
pean markets that
dropped more than 2%
each, to India’s Sensex,
that shaved more than 300
points, while the Nifty
dropped as well. In the
U.S., the Dow Jones fell ov-
er 3% in the first hour of
trading, while the Nasdaq
crashed 4%.

Despite weeks of ongo-
ing negotiations between
U.S. Trade Representatives
and Indian officials over a
Bilateral Trade Agreement,
Mr. Trump announced

that India - which he
claimed imposed duties of
52% on the U.S. — would
face a “discounted” tariff
of 27% on its exports to the
us.

“‘Liberation day’

The tariff hikes, which Mr.
Trump has said for weeks
would herald April 2 as
“Liberation Day” for the
U.S., were considerably
broader and higher than
experts had predicted.

The U.S. President in-
voked his authority under
the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers
Act (IEEPA) of 1977 to ad-
dress large and persistent
U.S. goods trade deficits,
which he called a “national
emergency”.

He announced a 10% ba-
seline tariff on all coun-
tries, which will take effect
from April 5. An indivi-
dualised reciprocal higher
tariff on the countries with
which the U.S. has the lar-
gest trade deficits will also
be imposed from April 9.

India’s official response
to the announcement was
subdued.

An official statement is-
sued on Thursday morning
said that the Commerce
Ministry is “carefully exa-
mining the implications of
the various measures”, ad-

India’s Commerce Ministry ‘examining the
implications’, will engage with stakeholders

EU, China, Canada vow countermeasures;
Japan, South Korea term tariffs regrettable

Raining tariffs

industry was reborn — DONALD TRUMP

all stakeholders, including
Indian industry and expor-
ters, to assess the impact
of the tariffs. It also said,
however, that it was study-
ing “opportunities that
may arise due to this new
development”, noting that
India “values its Compre-
hensive Global Strategic
Partnership* with the U.S.,
and will continue BTA talks
aimed at raising bilateral
trade to $500 billion by
2030.

India’s comments were
in contrast to other U.S.
trading partners who had
been slapped with tariffs.
The European Union, Chi-
na, and Canada threatened
that there would be “coun-

ding that it is engaged with

ter . p

U.S. President Donald Trump announced far-reaching new tariffs on nearly all U.S. trading partners,
threatening to dismantle much of the architecture of the global economy and trigger broader trade wars

[ 263338 QT

Q This is Liberation Day, a long-d
ed moment. 2nd April 2

forever be remembered as the day America

Trade Minister Yoji Muto
called the reciprocal tariffs
“extremely regrettable”.

South Korea’s Acting
President Han Duck-soo
ordered support for the
country’s domestic auto
industry, among the worst
affected. Incidentally, Rus-
sia, which has minimal
trade with the U.S. of just
$3.5 billion, did not feature
on the tariff list at all.

“Slight advantages’

In Delhi, officials pointed
out that the U.S’s penalty
of 27% adjusted tariffs for
India was lower than other
Asian and South Asian
countries that are Indian
rivals for exports, includ-
ing Vietnam (46%), Thai-

2,00,000

1,79,00+ (NN icxico
1,613 I U

1,22,071 I Vietnam
73447 I Toivian
64,205 N Japan
55,475 I S.Korea
46,087 WM India
356610 canada

23410 Ml Malaysia
7318 | 1srael
1,00,000 0

land (37%), Bangladesh
(37%), Sri Lanka (44%) and
Pakistan (30%), which
could give India some
“comparative  advantag-
es”.

India’s diamond and je-
wellery sector could be hit
hard. The Gem & Jewellery
Export Promotion Council
(GJEPC) said that, given
the tariffs, it will be a chal-
lenge to sustain India’s cur-
rent export volume of $10
billion to the U.S market.
‘The United States accounts
for more than 30% of In-
dia’s annual gems and je-
wellery exports of $32
billion.

“We urge the Govern-
ment of India to progress
the Bilateral Trade Agree-

New
tariffs (%)
announced

0 0 20 30 40
Canada and Mexico would not face the higher rates on what they e already being charged
by Trump in what he says s an effort to stop illegal immigration and drug smuggling

AP/ White House/ BEA.gov

ment between India and
the U.S., as it would be cru-
cial in navigating the tariff
issues and securing long
term interest of the sector,”
the Council said in a press
statement.

Industries take stock
The auto industry, howev-
er, does not expect to face
any significant impact
from the reciprocal tariff as
automobiles and auto
parts were not covered by
it.

The developments
could exacerbate supply
chain challenges for aeros-
pace manufacturer Boe-
ing, resulting in aircraft de-
livery delays.

In his remarks, Mr.

India Holds Fire as Trump Announces Tariffs

R AT, STafP €T of TRE HT giyom A

U.S. President Donald Trump launched a full-scale trade war on

Trump named India along
with Thailand and Viet-
nam as examples of what
he called “vicious attacks”
on U.S. workers, using the
tariffs on motorcycles as
an example. In fact, the
Modi government has lo-
wered tariffs on foreign
motorcycles down from
100% in 2017 in a series of
cuts; in the latest Union
Budget in February, Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman reduced those
tariffs from 50% to 30%.

In the executive order
Mr. Trump signed shortly
after the announcement,
the White House said that
“addressing trade imba-
lances” was a major priori-
ty, comparing India’s sim-

le average
most-favored-nation (MFN)
tariff rate of 17% with Chi-
na’s 7.5% and the EU’s 5%
as “significantly higher”
than the U.S’s 3.3%. It also
criticised Ind among
other countries, for high
tariffs on items like cars,
network switches and rou-
ters, rice in the husk, and
apples, citing the USTR’s
report on “Foreign Trade
Barriers” released earlier
this week that contained a
particularly scathing chap-
ter on India.

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 6,9,12,13& 14

Thursday, announcing massive “reciprocal tariffs”, ranging from 10%
to 49%, on U.S. imports from its trading partners worldwide.

IARAT Tegufer stares €0 o Iear Fr qut AT JeEr % fraT, faws 10%
¥ 49% T F 93 “TREIRF cRE” & Giqor Y, St 3rARFY 3ra1e 9 a1
gt

Page5 1

Address
Email Id :
Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

a
www.patrioticias.in

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

la

India was not spared and was hit with a 27% tariff on its exports to the U.S., despite
ongoing trade agreement talks.

AR 1 81 B 81 AT 3R AR i frw I arer e o 27% SR eemar o,
STefeh SATIR AASA Y ardTe STy 2ff |

The tariffs sparked warnings of reprisal from China and the European Union,
though India’s reaction was muted.

o7 ¢RI o <fiet 3t g s it wfdeedy Sarafaat w1 S G, grerfes s i
wfarfseaT e &

Global markets plunged in response:
AfRas IoRT # Prae ang:
o Japan’s Nikkei lost 4%.
ST T fAa R 4% T
o European markets dropped more than 2% each.
TR AT 3 206 J 3fres B FRrae 3|
o India’s Sensex fell more than 300 points, and Nifty dropped as well.
IR T WAFH 300 ¥ 3110 31 R, 317 A ofr =i 3mam)

o Inthe U.S., the Dow Jones fell over 3% in the first hour of trading, while the
Nasdag crashed 4%.

IANFT #, 3T I Tga g A 3% I 31 7Ry, Fafer AedF 4% 1w )

Despite weeks of negotiations between U.S. Trade Representatives and Indian
officials over a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA), Trump claimed India imposes 52%
duties on the U.S., justifying a “discounted” 27% tariff on Indian exports.

AR SR gfafafaa) 3t s sfeREr & i gfavaha saar aasla (BTA) W
FE gFal Y ATl & JTAo]G, T o GIaT [T 3 R FARFT T 529 Yo 9T §, FafT
“FT qTeT” 27% RE 3T &

‘Liberation Day’

‘A fgaw

Trump had been saying for weeks that April 2 would mark “Liberation Day” for the
U.S. with the tariff hikes, which turned out to be broader and higher than experts
predicted.

€T gl & o T8 U o 2 arlter 3R & forw “qfFa e g, 3ik 78 ¢Rw gefa
st i srdam & 1A samaw i S W

Trump invoked his authority under the International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (IEEPA) of 1977, citing U.S. goods trade deficits as a “national emergency”.

2T of HARTSEY ATUTahTalT AT F AfFaar JARAIH (IEEPA) 1977 & Tgd 319
HTRRRT T 3T R, 3R AR TEI3HT & AR °1E T “USET ATATTRTA” FIN
e
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A 10% baseline tariff on all countries will take effect from April 5.
Faft AT 7R 10% T FFAATEY 2R 5 3rdker & gerely g

A higher reciprocal tariff on countries with large trade deficits with the U.S. will be
imposed from April 9.

ot g2t & & 3rAReT &7 SR arer 318 §, 37 W 3T aREaRa ERE 9 3riter & oy
g

India’s official response was subdued, with the Commerce Ministry stating that it is
“carefully examining the implications” and engaging with stakeholders, industry,
and exporters.

HRa i e wfafsar eia @), 3R aifsw saraw 3 a1 i ag “wsmat &t
AaUTIEF farawor” Y 361 ¢ 3R aunl, seae, 3k aiast & arer e & @
gl

The statement also noted that India is studying new opportunities arising from this
development and remains committed to raising bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030.

1A H Ig 3 T AT [oh 9RA 37 AT USATHHA ¥ 3ol JTTIN T LAY HT 8T ¢ 31T
2030 d% EfITafT AR FT $500 3T TF TG & oI Tfdagy ¢
India’s reaction contrasted with other U.S. trading partners:
R 1 yfafran s AR saraR mefieRY A arerer o
o European Union, China, and Canada warned of “countermeasures”.
T wE, e 3R FAsT A “TegaR FNATS” T AT
o Japan’s Trade Minister Yoji Muto called the tariffs “extremely regrettable”.
STt & SATIR FHAT Al {AY o S8 “IHed T WeotaTh” Fgl|
o South Korea’s Acting President Han Duck-soo ordered support for the
domestic auto industry, one of the worst affected.

cfaror FINAT F FTAATEH ToTafT FTeT SF-F 1 Bl HTST IGANT FT FoAYT & T
3mer feam, Sit ey 3R wsrfad g3l

o Russia, with minimal U.S. trade Sf just $3.5 billion, was not included in the
tariff list.

w0, TSt AR & F1Y AT $3.5 3R T AWK ¢, TRE et 7 eanfdyer 7€t am|

‘Slight Advantages’

In Delhi, officials pointed out that the U.S.’s 27% adjusted tariffs for India were lower
than other Asian and South Asian countries that are India’s export rivals, including
Vietnam (46%), Thailand (37%), Bangladesh (37%), Sri Lanka (44%), and Pakistan
(30%), which could give India some “comparative advantages”.

feelt 7 RSN 57 TarT foh AR IR IARNAY 27% FTHAMNTEST TRE 3177 vfdws sk
gfaroT TR et <t Jefelt H wa &, S o Rraraeimar (46%), A1$els (37%), diTanger
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(37%), MeHT (44%), 3R IFEATA (30%), STHA HRA T F& “qelaATcas AT Al Fehcd
gl

India’s diamond and jewellery sector could be hit hard.

TR T T 31X ATSWOT &1 1R T & wanfarey gf HehelT &

The Gem & Jewellery Export Promotion Council (GJEPC) said that, given the tariffs,

it will be a challenge to sustain India’s current export volume of $10 billion to the
U.S. market.

Tt 3R Jrmepor e Wader aRwe (GIEPC) = et & g1 RwT I awd gu sRehr
TGN & HRT & FAATT $10 IR FAATT T Y FTC T@AT FeAtefrqor gham|

The United States accounts for more than 30% of India’s annual gems and
jewellery exports of $32 billion.

TYFA T FANFT HRA F AT $32 3T TeoT AR Imegwor fava #7 30% @ 3w
feear @ gl

“We urge the Government of India to progress the Bilateral Trade Agreement
between India and the U.S., as it would be crucial in navigating the tariff issues and
securing long-term interest of the sector,” the Council said in a press statement.

URE o Teh 9 TATT A hgT, “§H 0 TR F 7R AR 3R & e gfavefr samaw
AN FY 3T TGIT T ME A 8, F11h Ig RE Agal @ et s sa e &
drdemfare Rt Fr gIaw & fow Ageayof gram)”

Industries Take Stock

3eet o Feufa 1 smraeter fram

The auto industry, however, does not expect to face any significant impact from the
reciprocal tariff as automobiles and auto parts were not covered by it.

glefifeh, 3iTeY 3TN I IREINT RE & 1S AGeaqor T &1 glet H1 35+1e § it
3T arga 3T 3iTe urdw anfAe 7t §1

The developments could exacerbate supply chain challenges for aerospace
manufacturer Boeing, resulting in aircraft delivery delays.

Y eshA TR fATar a5 & fow aeard Qe getfaat 1 o1 awa 8, o s
Befladt & & g Ak 81

In his remarks, Mr. Trump named India, Thailand, and Vietnam as examples of what
he called “vicious attacks” on U.S. workers, using the tariffs on motorcycles as an
example.

O A1 A, At €9 & AR, Ar$els 3R a1 3aARAr sfdwt w g gAar &
3CTERUT & &Y H AT fohdm 3R AretwmsiFer 9 TRE T 3607 & &9 & T foha|

In fact, the Modi government has lowered tariffs on foreign motorcycles from 100%
in 2017 in a series of cuts; in the latest Union Budget in February, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman reduced those tariffs from 50% to 30%.
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e H, AN PR o el AlerasiFal w ERE #2017 & 100% T F3 RO &
AT §; BIaN & TdITas FarT dore 7 e 7 Aeter Har#or & 58 50% & g 30%
X e

e Inthe executive order Mr. Trump signed shortly after the announcement, the White
House said that “addressing trade imbalances” was a major priority, comparing
India’s simple average MFN tariff rate of 17% with China’s 7.5% and the EU’s 5%, as
“significantly higher” than the U.S.’s 3.3%.

ENOTT o il S GETETRT FIAFRY TG H SFIFEC §I3H o gl oh “SATIR ATl 1 T
FAT Toh W@ WA fAFar §, 31X sa i st MPN R &3 17% 1 et Y 7.5% 3R

ARy Y 5% o Hehelol FIHY AT ST, STafeh IARFT A 57 3.3% &

o It also criticised India, among other countries, for high tariffs on items like cars,
network switches and routers, rice in the husk, and apples, citing the USTR’s
report on “Foreign Trade Barriers” released earlier this week, which contained a
particularly scathing chapter on India.

SHH R Afed F§ 2 1 3Teliae H 73, S FR, Aeas o= 3R W3, 37 arar am@e
3R AT ST TEG3T R 3T ERE oo §, R SHHT galell 30 WedTe A YEIATT A S
USTR # “fagell samr areme” RaiE & fam o, [Set 9iRd R {9 7 @ FaR areary

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in
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Supreme Court halts tree felling in Kancha Gachibowli

GS Paper lll:
ri{E hvironment tary would be held respon- felled apart from heavy
NEW DETHT ible if any further activity, machinery deployed

The Supreme court on
Thursday observed the ex-
tent of destruction caused
in 100 acres of Kancha Ga-
chibowli “forest” area
shows an alarming picture
while directing the Telan-
gana Chief Secretary to ex-
plain the “compelling ur-
gency” which drove the
State government to flatten
trees with heavy machin-
ery and excavate the land
in the name of “develop-
mental activity”.

Staying work on the
land, a Bench of Justices
B.R. Gavai and A.G. Masih
said the State Chief Secre-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj

other than protecting the
remaining trees, was un-
dertaken. “The Chief Se-
cretary will be sent to a
temporary prison con-
structed on the same
spot,” Justice Gavai re-
marked in court.
Thursday morning saw
the Supreme Court register
a suo motu case, ‘In Re
Kancha Gachibowli Forest
State of Telangana’, after
amicus curiae, senior ad-
vocate K. Parameshwar
mentioned the issue. The
court asked the Telangana
High Court Registrar to vi-
sit the spot of destruction
and submit an interim re-

Power of youth: Students of the University of Hyderabad raise
slogans during their protest on Tuesday. PTI

port with photographs of
the area by 3.30 p.m.
Senior advocate A.M.
Singhvi, who appeared for
the State, denied that the
land had been a forest.
When asked whether
trees had been felled, Mr.

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 9971932488
patrioticias.in

Website

Singhvi had replied that
“some  shrubs  were
cleared” in the area. Post
lunch, when the hearing
re-commenced, the Bench
perused the Registrar’s re-
port and noted that “a
huge number of trees were

across an area of 100
acres”. It noted that a num-
ber of peacock, deer and
birds were seen in the
area, prima facie, indicat-
ing “that there existed a
forest inhabited by the
wild animals”. When advo-
cate Gaurav Agarwal, for
Telangana, objected to the
use of the term “huge”,
Justice Gavai retorted, “we
are saying so... 100 acres is
something like Corbett...
100 acres in two or three
days is something... we
would only remind one
sentence, howsoever high
one may be, one is not
above the law”.

Road, Gorakhpur
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Supreme Court halts tree felling in Kancha Gachibowli

g FIE A HrET AT H 95 Fer$ 9T Ak TS

- The Supreme Court on Thursday observed the extent of destruction
caused in 100 acres of Kancha Gachibowli “forest” area shows an
alarming picture, while directing the Telangana Chief Secretary to
explain the “compelling urgency” which drove the State government
to flatten trees with heavy machinery and excavate the land in the
name of “developmental activity”.

« TUIH FIE o TTAR Y 2@ Fra1 Aredaael F 100 THg "I &7 H §§
qETEN Y AT RIS aEdR f@reh § 3R deime & &g e 1 fader
e fF 3 I Tuse Y & FleT A “IcTAraTFdar’ T TIHR FT U=t FF H
Feflerdt @ Pt 3R 3ffor o gers Fa & faw aRa wv @ o, o
"Rerrcas afafdfa & s o1 g )

« Staying work on the land, a Bench of Justices B.R. Gavai and A.G. Masih said the State
Chief Secretary would be held responsible if any further activity, other than protecting the
remaining trees, was undertaken.

» STHIT T T I Ak o1t §U AT fet Y., 7 AR €. #Hlg $r fo o T o I A
YT Y FRE&TT o 37eITaT HIg i AATATE T ST &, T o & F&T WiAg 1 Saerl sgarar
ST |

* “The Chief Secretary will be sent to a temporary prison constructed on the same spot,” Justice

Gavai remarked in court.
« SIS MG$ A 3eTerdd & feoqolt T, "Heg T I 38 TUT R AT 31T Ueh AT Siol H
AT ST

* Thursday morning saw the Supreme Court register a suo motu case, ‘In Re Kancha
Gachibowli Forest State of Telangana’, after amicus curiae, senior advocate K. Parameshwar
mentioned the issue.

- TFAR Yag, aNws Hftaarar F. WA a1 38 Hed FI 38TT ST & d1G GHIHA HIC o T
HATT A §U ‘SeT Y BT IS BREC FET 3B JANAT ATk FHIHH ot fohT |

* The court asked the Telangana High Court Registrar to visit the spot of destruction and
submit an interim report with photographs of the area by 3.30 p.m.
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AR wfga v afer RE Qrasv 3:30 Tt d T |

* Senior advocate A.M. Singhvi, who appeared for the State, denied that the land had been a
forest.

* T T HR & 92 gC aRs Hftrawrdr v.odr. o = sa5R har & Ig offF a1 a7 W 8

* When asked whether trees had been felled, Mr. Singhvi had replied that “some shrubs were
cleared” in the area.

- STl T 10T o o Ul B ers g ot it e & 3o e o &1 # e ST | o aTg
off|

* Post lunch, when the hearing recommenced, the Bench perused the Registrar’s report and
noted that “a huge number of trees were felled apart from heavy machinery deployed across
an area of 100 acres.”

« QYUY ST & &g, GeAdTs HY T g3, 9 o ¥ Forrer A Reie @l 31 ora o sy wean
#F 93 iy Fer g‘s’%ﬁ?mﬁxé‘rloommﬁmmﬁaﬁ?\maﬁm—éw

* It noted that a number of peacock, deer, and birds were seen in the area, prima facie,
indicating “that there existed a forest inhabited by wild animals”.

- Raie & ¢ar arar ok a1 & AR, f{or 3 uadt 5 910, Swd g7 evegraehd Aear & o gt
SHaTelt STeTaRt & o FT HISG AT

* When advocate Gaurav Agarwal, for Telangana, objected to the use of the term “huge”,
Justice Gavai retorted, “we are saying so... 100 acres is something like Corbett... 100 acres

in two or three days is something... we would only remind one sentence, howsoever high one
may be, one is not above the law”.

o ST AT T 3R A 2T Fehrel ARG HAGTeT o “FHIhY T TEAT s & 3TN W Ui TS,
ot FaTEfe ara$ o 3 fed, ‘G VAT 6 @ §... 100 THS F6 FIdC AT §... &7 A7 ofieT feeT 3 100
Tehg T Jehdlel Hos AT TG §... §H [0t Tg I1e; feelrer =ngar T 1§ off fraanr st a1 @), 9%
FIA § IR AL ¢
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AXiom space mission:
India’s Shubhanshu
will fly to ISS in May

IGS Paper Ill: S&T

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Indian astronaut Group
Captain Shubhanshu Shuk-
la’s mission to the Interna-
tional Space Station (ISS)
will take place in May 2025.
Group Captain Shukla will
be the pilot of the upcom-
ing Axiom-4 mission
(Ax-4), which is the fourth
private astronaut mission
to the ISS.

Axiom Space posted on
X: “With a proven track re-
cord of excellence and ex-
perience, Axiom Space is
proud to have successfully
completed three Private
Astronaut Missions, with a
fourth scheduled for NET
May 2025. We take pride in

being the trusted provider
for multiple countries to
#ExperienceSpace  and
conduct groundbreaking
research #ForEarth”. NA-
SA said that the mission is
targeted to launch no ear-
lier than May 2025 from its
Kennedy Space Center in
Florida, U.S.

Group Captain Shukla,
who is also one of the four
astronaut-designates  se-
lected for Gaganyaan mis-
sion of ISRO, will become
the first Indian astronaut to
go to the ISS, and the first
Indian to go to space in the
last 40 years.

Former NASA astronaut
Peggy Whitson will com-
mand the commercial
mission.

Axiom space mission:
India’s Shubhanshu will fly
to ISS in May

ufFarane sraftat faerT: aRa
& YITY A A AT HSTHCH
JIndian astronaut Group Captain
Shubhanshu Shukla’s mission
to the International Space
Station (ISS) will take place in
May 2025.

o AT afar I 0 Feea
QT UFeIT T RIS IHARaT
TeAA (I1SS) & forw Aere | 2025
# g

» Group Captain Shukla will be the pilot of
the upcoming Axiom-4 mission (Ax-4),
which is the fourth private astronaut
mission to the ISS.

» I heeT el T TTPeT3ie-4 frere
(Ax-4) o 9TIdE g1, St ISS & forw ater
st srafer I @ g

» Axiom Space posted on X: “With a proven track record of excellence and experience, Axiom
Space is proud to have successfully completed three Private Astronaut Missions, with a
fourth scheduled for NET May 2025.

» UTFA3NH TIF & X W UIEE foham: “Sceheed 3R 3e731d &7 [fetr g g1t & Ay, vieeisie
T elter Tl srafer aeh et 3 ahorargdes U T NET 7§ 2025 # =t fere &1 fFaiRa

el OX I HAT g

» We take pride in being the trusted provider for multiple countries to #ExperienceSpace and
conduct groundbreaking research #ForEarth.”
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* NASA said that the mission is targeted to launch no earlier than May 2025 from its Kennedy
Space Center in Florida, U.S.

ST 1 T o I Tt 71§ 2025 @ vt €T 2% grem 3R I7 weli, 3ReT & s v dex
A diea farar saa|

» Group Captain Shukla, who is also one of the four astronaut-designates selected for the
Gaganyaan mission of ISRO, will become the first Indian astronaut to go to the ISS, and the
first Indian to go to space in the last 40 years.

* I e YeFell, ST S F IAAATT AU & I ol 70 IR FWenfarar srafer anfxat & & v €
ISS JTe AT gt AT 3eriet A AR Raver 40 st 7 srafier smer are vgd SRRy aei97 |

» Former NASA astronaut Peggy Whitson will command the commercial mission.

« SATET 61 g 3ReT I 3t egewer sH anioroash fare i Hais giof|

Kannadippaya gets Gl tag, anchoring
tribal handicraft on the global map

GS Paper lll:
Intellectual Property

IDUKKI

Kannadippaya, a unique
tribal handicraft from Ker-
ala, has received the Geo-
graphical Indication (GI)
tag ensuring market pro-
tection and a global plat-
form for this traditional

el

Visvanathan of the Kerala
Forest Research Institute
and senior scientist A.V.
Raghu played a key role in
securing the GI tag for kan-
nadippaya. Sunil PV,
member of Vanasree Bam-
boo Craft, expressed con-
cern about the lack of a
structured market for the

product. product. C.R. Elsy, former

GI tag has been awarded head of the Intellectual
to the Unarvu Pattika- Honourmg tradmon Kannad/ppaya is the first tribal handicraft Property Rights cell at the
vargha Vividodesha Sahak-  product from Kerala to receive a Gl tag. JOMON PAMPAVALLEY Kerala Agricultural Univer-

arana Sangam, Venmani,
and the Vanasree Bamboo
Craft &Vanavibhava Sheka-
rana unit, Uppukunnu,
both in Idukki district. The
recognition makes kanna-

mirror mat) from its reflec-
tive pattern.

Unique properties
Made from the soft inner

mer. The craft is preserved
by the Oorali, Mannan,
Muthuva, Malayan, and Ka-
dar tribal communities
and by the Ulladan, Ma-

sity, who spearheaded the
initiative emphasised the
importance of reviving in-
terest in the craft among
younger generations.
“Since eco-friendly pro-

dippaya the first tribal han-  layers of reed bamboo, the  layarayan, and Hill Pulaya  ducts are in demand glo-
dicraft product from Kera- mat stands out for its un-  artisans in Idukki, Thris- bally, this recognition will
la to receive the GI tag. ique properties — provid-  sur, Ernakulam, and Palak- open international mar-

The product derives its
name (literally meaning
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Kannadippaya gets Gl tag, anchoring tribal handicraft on the
global map

FeoTISTUTT Y SAI3ME &1 e, snfeardt gxafe #1 ARaw
qedlel

Kannadippaya gets Gl tag, anchoring tribal handicraft on the global map

FeATSOUTIT Y SHA13ME o1 e, arfear grafeq # dRa®w ygaa

« Kannadippaya, a unique tribal handicraft from Kerala, has received the Geographical
Indication (GI) tag, ensuring market protection and a global platform for this traditional
product.

* FoSSTITAT, F FT Teh Ie[ST AMTeard geafdred, i #iafas wha (GI) & e, Saa sa
TSR T AR AT #wr e g3

* Gl tag has been awarded to the Unarvu Pattikavargha Vividodesha Sahakarana Sangam,
Venmani, and the Vanasree Bamboo Craft & Vanavibhava Shekarana unit, Uppukunnu,
both located in Idukki district.

+ SM3s a1 weTeT foram I § 3G uefewTaet R weFRom e, daae 3 aerdt S5
HTFE T JATAST AWIAT JfoIe, ITqFee] I, ST alell $3FhY forel H TEUT |

* The recognition makes Kannadippaya the first tribal handicraft product from Kerala to
receive the Gl tag.

« S AT & T, FeeA SOUTAT Tl HT IgdT IMfeard) gEAfAeT 3T a1 1T & fod Sfiams &ar
Rar gl

» The product derives its name (literally meaning mirror mat) from its reflective pattern.

« 3 3cYTE, T AT (Forehr 31y § " dur 9es”) 3H% IH e deat O foram r=ar B

Unigue properties

fafdrse farvane

* Made from the soft inner layers of reed bamboo, the mat stands out for its unique
properties—providing warmth during winter and a cooling effect in summer.

« {3 A7 At F1A ITaRF Wl @ a=ft, Tg Ter$ 3961 Irefadr Rarwanit & fov gfagy g—at
afegt 7 srATge R aff=At # 3% ugr FAT &
* The craft is preserved by the Oorali, Mannan, Muthuva, Malayan, and Kadar tribal

communities, and by the Ulladan, Malayarayan, and Hill Pulaya artisans in ldukki,
Thrissur, Ernakulam, and Palakkad districts.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in -

Page6O



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

o
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

&1 SeaTee, ATrrIor AR e o FRPRY carT s34, Py, waigow 3R qaFws Sat &
AT ST &

* Former director Shyam Visvanathan of the Kerala Forest Research Institute and senior
scientist A.V. Raghu played a key role in securing the Gl tag for Kannadippaya.

« A T ITHHUTA HEYTA & T freerss eam faeaaryer 3N aitss danfas vt g
FearsoaraT & forw 3 ot yre Fa F Ageaqut AT IS |

* Sunil P.V., member of Vanasree Bamboo Craft, expressed concern about the lack of a
structured market for the product.

- T g FIFE F WeHT Felrar A, F 57 3curg F AT warfea aamR v et o ey czrerd 6|

* C.R. Elsy, former head of the Intellectual Property Rights cell at Kerala Agricultural
University, who spearheaded the initiative, emphasized the importance of reviving interest
in the craft among younger generations.

- 3 FTY Freafearers & dlefis uer 3UFR yares A g8 wog@ WA, vedl, S 3w
Uge FT Aqed 94T, 3ogiel Jar Nt & 37 Rreq F wfar 3R AR & Somer & wgea =R &

« “Since eco-friendly products are in demand globally, this recognition will open
international markets for Kannadippaya,” she said.

« " TATEROT g 3caal  ARaF AT ¢ WY 7, TT AIAT FeA1STAT F AT HaWTSET
IR @Y, 3ogiet FETl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page6 1



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

. oo SO
Patriotic [\

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Ministry restarts
Gorkhaland talks
after three-year gap

GS Paper llI: IS

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry
on Thursday resumed dia-
logue with Gorkha repre-
sentatives after a gap of
more than three years to
address the issues con-
cerning the community.
The Chief Secretary of
West Bengal did not turn
up for the scheduled “tri-
partite meeting”.

In the meeting chaired
by Minister of State for
Home Nityanand Rai, the
delegation which included
the BJP MP from Darjeel-
ing, Raju Bista, demanded
a permanent solution to
the Gorkhaland (separate
State for Gorkhas) issue
and grant of Scheduled
Tribe status to 11 Gorkha
sub-communities.

The Ministry said Mr.
Bista highlighted various
issues of Gorkhas and the
region, and sought early
resolution. BJP MLA from
Darjeeling Neeraj Zimba
said the meeting was pro-
ductive but not conclusive.

‘Looking to Centre’
“The patriotic Gorkhas
have been denied political
justice under the previous
governments. The State of
West Bengal has marginal-
ised us, by encroaching
our land, alienation of lan-
guage, culture. It is the
Central government that
we have expectations
from,” Mr. Zimba said. He
added that the BJP en-
dorsed creation of Gorkha-
land in its election manifes-
tos in 2009, 2014 and 2019.
When asked if a Union
Territory-like arrangement

Nityanand Rai

was on the cards, Mr. Zim-
ba said, “A UT without le-
gislative Assembly will not
fulfil the aspirations of the
people, like what has hap-
pened in Ladakh.”

“Positive development’
“The talks have been held
after three and a half years.
It is a positive develop-
ment. There was a confir-
mation from Chief Secre-
tary, till Wednesday, but no
one from the State was pre-
sent in today’s meeting,”
Mr. Zimba said.

Large-scale  violence
was reported in West Ben-
gal’s Darjeeling and nearby
areas controlled by the
Gorkhaland Territorial Ad-
ministration (GTA) in June
2017, claiming the lives of 11
people. Several political
movements for decades
have demanded a separate
State for the Gorkhas.

Union Home Secretary
Govind Mohan, Ministry of
Tribal Affairs Joint Secre-
tary Roumuan Paite at-
tended the meeting among
other senior officers. On
the Gorkha side, the dele-
gation included Kalchini
MLA Bishal Lama, Gorkha
National Liberation Front
(GNLF) chief Man Ghising
among others.

Ministry restarts Gorkhaland talks after three-
year gap

HATAT o Il T & R & TG N@TAS qral
R F g Hr

-On Thursday, the Union Home Ministry resumed
dialogue with Gorkha representatives after a gap of
more than three years to address the issues
concerning the community.

IR Y HE I AT o ST sfafafet & amg de
et § 3O F I F 918 FHST W T Fegl
g I & T Harg 6T & o R

* The Chief Secretary of West Bengal did not turn up for the
scheduled “tripartite meeting”.

TReH FaTe & A& T IR " Raeha de 7 anfarer =i gul

* The meeting was chaired by Minister of State for Home Nityanand
Rai

S I HEFLTAT ¢ U FA frcaredie T = |

* The delegation included BJP MP from Darjeeling Raju Bista, who
demanded a permanent solution to the Gorkhaland (separate State
for Gorkhas) issue and Scheduled Tribe status to 11 Gorkha sub-
communities.

slafaftrsse # arfstfoler @ dordY wree ey forser eanfder &, foegia

MRETds (REEt F fAT 3T Tsw) & Hed 1 TR FATT 3R 11 ARG 39-FHeraT H
I SATSITIeT T AT St T AT Y|

* The Ministry stated that Mr. Bista highlighted various issues of the Gorkhas and the region,
and sought early resolution.

HATT o gt o 2 farser & @3t 311 &7 fr Rffes gaeansit s 3omer O 3R eofta g
Y AT FI |
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* BJP MLA from Darjeeling, Neeraj Zimba, said the meeting was productive but not
conclusive.

mammmmﬁm%mmwmmwaﬁ@|

‘Looking to Centre’
&g 1 3T 3FAE

* Mr. Zimba said, “The patriotic Gorkhas have been denied political justice under the
previous governments.

Y forFaT 7 FgT, “SUANFT ARG T WS TIHRT & SR Terfas g & g 1@ =)’

* The State of West Bengal has marginalised us by encroaching our land, alienation of
language and culture.

TREH FoTel T o AR A W faswaor, smar 31 FeFfar @ dfta 3@ gof 1 ox s fon
§l

* It is the Central government that we have expectations from,” he added.

3egiel gl foh 31d AN 3FAIE Fg THER T 2

» He also mentioned that the BJP had endorsed creation of Gorkhaland in its election
manifestos in 2009, 2014 and 2019.

3egiet g #1 shet foh 2009, 2014 3R 2019 & AT ENVUTTHT H HTSTUT o ARWTAS F o7 7
FHY foha |

* When asked if a Union Territory-like arrangement was being considered, Mr. Zimba said, “A
UT without legislative Assembly will not fulfil the aspirations of the people, like what has
happened in Ladakh.”

ST T 31T o T g AR WaRr ST T a8, ot 4 forear & g, “farermerarsm & faemr
g A F&er Sl Y JMehTeTTT G LT Y, S o6 wegra # g3l

‘Positive development’
“THRIcHS FITfa’

* “The talks have been held after three and a half years. It is a positive development,” said
Mr. Zimba.

A FSIeT =1 e, “W1S et qut & dTe; AT 83 &1 I Uh THRIcHS HeA ¢l

* “There was a confirmation from Chief Secretary till Wednesday, but no one from the State
was present in today’s meeting.”

“FUAR e FET Ffa 1 3R F gfee [Aelr Y, et 31rer 1 do & T 1 3R @ 1S sufeya
e g3
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» Large-scale violence was reported in Darjeeling and nearby areas under the Gorkhaland
Territorial Administration (GTA) in June 2017, claiming the lives of 11 people.

STeT 2017 3 gIftfeiar 3R AR@Tels WRfIF Temret (GTA) & 33T 37 arel &4 7 93 $7a 0¥
ﬁwgzﬁ,mﬁllaﬂﬁ@rmgzﬁl

» Several political movements over the decades have demanded a separate State for the
Gorkhas.

GUFI T 3 TeTeilfaeh Gl o M@T3HT F frT e T ToT Fr AT A |

* The meeting was attended by Union Home Secretary Govind Mohan, Ministry of Tribal
Affairs Joint Secretary Roumuan Paite, and other senior officers.

So # Fr g wita Mfdg Aew, Seredr ATl & FATe & G afa A9 ¥ 3R
3= aftss 3fsr 3ufeya 2

* On the Gorkha side, the delegation included Kalchini MLA Bishal Lama, Gorkha National
Liberation Front (GNLF) chief Man Ghising, among others.

IRET 9T & Tfafafese & e & e faene am&#T, MEr A faae we (GNLF) &
vH@ AT AT afgd w8 3= ofter anfdrer 4|
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LS passes Coastal
Shipping Bill, set to

GS Paper lll:
IShipping Bill

NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha passed the
Coastal Shipping Bill, 2024
on Thursday, creating a le-
gal framework for coastal
trade even as the maritime
sector aims to provide an
economical, reliable and
sustainable mode of tran-
sportation, allowing the
decongestion of the road
and rail network.

“The Bill seeks to unlock
the full potential of India’s
strategic coastline, provid-
ing a dedicated legal fra-
mework for coastal trade,”
Sarbananda Sonowal, Un-
ion Minister of Ports, Ship-
ping and Waterways, said.

The proposed legisla-
tion introduces key provi-
sions for licensing and reg-
ulating foreign vessels for
India’s coastal trade, man-
dates the formulation of a
national coastal and inland
shipping strategic plan,
and establishes a national
database for  coastal
shipping.

The overarching goal of
the Bill is to develop a coas-
tal fleet owned and operat-
ed by Indian entities,
which will lead to reduced

boost maritime trade

Overarching goal of
the Bill is to create a
coastal fleet owned
and operated by
Indian entities

dependence on foreign
vessels in critical areas, Mr.
Sonowol said. It will re-
duce logistics costs, pro-
mote green transport, and
create thousands of jobs in
shipbuilding, port servic-
es, and manning of vessels,
he added.

Allaying the criticism of
Opposition parties, Mr. So-
nowal stressed that the Bill
upholds cooperative feder-
alism by ensuring the ac-
tive participation of States
and Union Territories. Un-
der Clause 8(3), a commit-
tee — comprising represen-
tatives from major ports,
State Maritime Boards, and
experts — will draft the Na-
tional Coastal and Inland
Shipping Strategic Plan, he
said.

“By integrating coastal
shipping with inland wa-
terways, the Bill enables
collective planning, foster-
ing inclusive growth,” he
added.

LS passes Coastal Shipping Bill,
set to boost maritime trade

TATH o daY sitagd fagas giRa
T, T SR I ggrar & & faw
IR

The Lok Sabha passed the Coastal
Shipping Bill, 2024 on Thursday,
creating a legal framework for coastal
trade even as the maritime sector aims
to provide an economical, reliable and
sustainable mode of transportation,
allowing the decongestion of the road
and rail network.

« AHHEIHT  IFAR FT AT AldgT o,
2024 giike fhaT, St 98T SR & faw
U ST SraT IR HIT 8, STafeh TN
&7 T !, faeguay 3t gad yRaga
YTl YETeT Ta T 9T FT @7 8, forad
TS 3 T Aca® FT AT FH A FF|

* “The Bill seeks to unlock the full potential of
India’s strategic coastline, providing a dedicated
legal framework for coastal trade,” Sarbananda
Sonowal, Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways, said.

« §EANE, AtdgeT 3R STAHRT HAT FaTeig AAare o
gT, “UE T8I R & AR ael $Y qob werraersit
I ATHR Fe 3R dET SR & forv v RAfkrse
FTeletl GTAT YTl ot T IR HTAT & 1"

» The proposed legislation introduces key provisions for licensing and regulating foreign
vessels for India’s coastal trade, mandates the formulation of a national coastal and inland
shipping strategic plan, and establishes a national database for coastal shipping.
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T aEF 31 el Atager wrAifa® Asar s, 31K T8T Ataga F Qv e T80T emw
AT el oh FET W AMTAA &

* The overarching goal of the Bill is to develop a coastal fleet owned and operated by Indian
entities, which will lead to reduced dependence on foreign vessels in critical areas, Mr.
Sonowal said.

« FsAaTer ¥ gl oF 58 0T T T3@ 3582 U WY a8 33 1 R F31 § Y AR
HEUT3t & FarfAed R waTee # g1, fored Ayt et A gl et g fAsRar w5 gl

* It will reduce logistics costs, promote green transport, and create thousands of jobs in
shipbuilding, port services, and manning of vessels, he added.

« 37gieT 3T Fgl fh Ig AMATECHFT TR DY HH H3WIM, R IR HY ggm@r 39m, 31 ST
farsioT, devere danait, 3R SETEt & waTae H gAY AE Rt FT Forer AL
« Allaying the criticism of Opposition parties, Mr. Sonowal stressed that the Bill upholds

cooperative federalism by ensuring the active participation of States and Union
Territories.

« faTef gelt Y JHTelTareT T TR A §U FAGTe o SN G el o g [T0Th et Herareg
T TATY W ¢ AR U1 3R Fgeanfda gyt F affna smefierd giafad aar g |

» Under Clause 8(3), a committee — comprising representatives from major ports, State
Maritime Boards, and experts — will draft the National Coastal and Inland Shipping
Strategic Plan, he said.

» 3ogiol gl Toh &R 8(3) o cgc FHE HSIAMTe!, T Wt arsf, 3iR Fardrwat & wfafaiferat arel v
AT TS STeel, S wedia adr 3 siadei Alage wrifaw Fere # Adler AR e

* “By integrating coastal shipping with inland waterways, the Bill enables collective
planning, fostering inclusive growth,” he added.

» 3egiel g, “TET FAlager Y IadeliT STeATIT I SEHR T AYTH FHRT ATl I TETH
FATaT & 3 gAQef R H searear g’
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It’s time to
‘dump WTO
and TRIPS,
says SIM

GS Paper lll: WTO
and TRIPS
NEW DELHI

Noting that U.S. President
Donald Trump’s new ta-
riffs are tantamount to a to-
tal disregard of the World
Trade Organization (WTO),
the Sangh Parivar’s (RSS)
economic wing said on
Thursday that India should
follow suit and “dump” the
Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPS).

TRIPS is the WTO’s com-
prehensive  multilateral
agreement on intellectual
property, not always
weighted in favour of deve-
loping nations.

Swadeshi Jagaran
Manch (S§JM) economist
and co-convener Ashwani
Mahajan told The Hindu
that India had paid a heavy
cost for complying with
these international agree-
ments that the U.S. now
seems to be discarding.

“We signed WTO, and
we were given higher
bound tariffs for the rea-
son that we had accepted,
the TRIPS, TRIMS, services
and agriculture in General
Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT), and the
agreement on TRIPS had
cost us heavily in terms of
outgo of royalty. We have
approximately gone from a
negligible amount of royal-
ty to $17 billion dollars
plus,” Mr. Mahajan said.

It’s time to ‘dump’ WTO and TRIPS, says SJM
Seeg I3l 3R feow &1 Bligs T AT 3T AT 8,

THSUH &I hgdaAT &

Noting that U.S. President Donald Trump’s new tariffs
are tantamount to a total disregard of the World Trade
Organization (WTO), the Sangh Parivar’s (RSS)
economic wing said on Thursday that India should
follow suit and “dump” the Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS).

* T WA gU & 3ARHT wsgufa Seres €9 F A0 2R faea
SATIR {IS (WTO) FY T aE 3agel=l & GA §, 9
TRER (RSS) & 3w Free 7 AR F) FgT o AT #r oft
T @ e arfge 3R dlgfae duer rfieRt @ wefa s
qge] (TRIPS) Y “BI3 a1 =Ifewl

* TRIPS is the WTQO’s comprehensive multilateral agreement on
intellectual property, not always weighted in favour of developing nations.

« TRIPS, mmwwﬁaﬁmwma@maﬂgﬁm%&ﬁ
g fAsreeer &2t & e F Agr il

» Swadeshi Jagaran Manch (SJM) economist and co-convener Ashwani
Mahajan told The Hindu that India had paid a heavy cost for complying with
these international agreements that the U.S. now seems to be
discarding.

« Tg&eft SIPROT A (THSTEA) & 31T 3R Tg-Taiers AfRaed Ao & &
R ST [ $oT HARASET FASIAT FT UTeled Fle & foIT HRT F #H AT
TF1E §, oot 319 AR careren @ wr #

* “We signed WTO, and we were given higher bound tariffs for the reason
that we had accepted TRIPS, TRIMS, services and agriculture in General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), and the agreement on TRIPS had
cost us heavily in terms of outgo of royalty.

- “EH SeegI3 W gEAR T, 3R o St Wiar arelt IRw g safav §r o
Fifeh g#=l TRIPS, TRIMS, RaT¢ 3R $1¥ 1 2R 3R SR W w2
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FAFIAT (GATT) H TR foham o, 3R TRIPS TSl & WIed) oferater & T & g o) v
IHTA W AT |

* We have approximately gone from a negligible amount of royalty to $17 billion dollars plus,”

Mr. Mahajan said.

-sﬁmﬁwﬁ:mmmm#m$ﬂﬁﬁwg”rmﬁqugﬂm%l”

“5GS Paper Iil: Rule of Law |
Instant injustice
The state must not be allowed to adopt
the playbook of the mob

rbitrariness and brazen bias in law enfor-
A cement have undermined the rule of law

in India for decades. Despite the spread
of education and growing awareness of rights
among the masses, high-handedness by the state
often threatens the fundamental rights and digni-
ty of citizens. Custodial torture and extrajudicial
killings are reported with alarming frequency.
Police and civic authorities in several States now
routinely resort to demolition of property as a
convenient and extra-legal form of punishment —
not just for criminal suspects but also for political
opponents. Given the spread of this disturbing
trend, the Supreme Court of India ’s strong re-
marks against the practice this week offer a glim-
mer of hope. A Bench headed by Justice A.S. Oka
stated that the illegal demolition of properties be-
longing to six individuals by the Prayagraj Deve-
lopment Authority in Uttar Pradesh in 2021 had
“shocked the conscience” of the Court. The or-
der followed findings that the demolitions were
carried out without even serving show-cause not-
ices to the house owners, either in person or by
registered post. “These cases shock our con-
science. Residential premises of the appellants
have been high-handedly demolished... There is
something called the right to shelter, something
called due process... The authorities, and espe-
cially the development authority, must remem-
ber that the right to shelter is also an integral part
of Article 21 of the Constitution,” the Court ob-
served. The top court has ordered the payment
of 210 lakh as compensation to each house own-
er. Through its observations, the Court has reiter-
ated the basic principles of the rule of law — that
there can be no punishment without trial, no col-
lective punishment, that every person is pres-
umed innocent until proven guilty, and that guilt
cannot be ascribed by association.

While this is mostly reassuring, it remains
doubtful whether such judicial intervention is
sufficient to act as a deterrent. For one, despite
earlier disapproval of the bulldozing of property
under the guise of law enforcement, the practice
has not only continued in Uttar Pradesh but has
also spread to other States. Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty-ruled States have been eager adopters of this
trend, but it has also found appeal beyond parti-
san lines. The Aam Aadmi Party government in
Punjab, for instance, recently resorted to proper-
ty demolition as a tool in its campaign against the
drug mafia. The apparent social approval of state
high-handedness in many situations is a trou-
bling commentary on collapsing standards of go-
vernance. Mob lynching is a menace the state is
duty-bound to curb with an iron fist; it is tragic
when the state itself adopts tactics akin to mob
justice. The Supreme Court must ensure that its
orders are implemented in letter and spirit — con-
sistently and throughout India.

Instant injustice
dchlel AT

The state must not be allowed to adopt the playbook of
the mob

T Y iz A T e iy srepafar wEt & el T

e Arbitrariness and brazen bias in law enforcement have undermined
the rule of law in India for decades.

FTeTeT FacleT A AAATA A FAelr qarare o IR 7 AT & Flefet & AT
I HHGN fohar g

» Despite the spread of education and growing awareness of rights among
the masses, high-handedness by the state often threatens the
fundamental rights and dignity of citizens.

TRIET & THR 3R 3T el H ITARRT T Tl SATwehdT & Sd9G, AT Y
AFAATAY 3{FET AR & A 3FRY 31T TRAT HF @ F srera &

o Custodial torture and extrajudicial killings are reported with alarming
frequency.

RIma & Irdar 3R AR gv Rdeas §9 @ TR-aR T3 38 |
¢ Police and civic authorities in several States now routinely resort to
demolition of property as a convenient and extra-legal form of

punishment — not just for criminal suspects but also for political
opponents.

&3 Tl 7 Iford 3R AR TRreet 3T T9fY 1 eavd 31 1 gRueTs
3R IN-FTeEA WA & T F A o § — o el IORTAS HGeHT F fow
dfed Ter=Ifa® AR & forw 8|

e Given the spread of this disturbing trend, the Supreme Court of India’s
strong remarks against the practice this week offer a glimmer of hope.

wﬁﬁmqﬁ%mﬁ@ﬁg,%wm*aﬁww

A FA ferouforar s gar & s e Y vh fHoT gerT g |

e A Bench headed by Justice A.S. Oka stated that the illegal demolition
of properties belonging to six individuals by the Prayagraj Development
Authority in Uttar Pradesh in 2021 had “shocked the conscience” of the
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Court.

AT T.UH. 3T I IEETAT dTell NS 7 gl foh 3T Foer 7 2021 7 YARRTS s
UITIHIUT CaRT B STl I WUTadl & 73T CaTclIehor o =T T "3TaRTeAT Y
FHSR 4|

e The order followed findings that the demolitions were carried out without even serving
show-cause notices to the house owners, either in person or by registered post.

Y 3TEA A Ygol g UTAT 31T o Ig EaTciienior faar SRor aamst ayfew R & a3 Arfoet
& e X fEaT 31T, o aF efFdeTd & T 3 o & IS 3 & ATETH 4|

e “These cases shock our conscience. Residential premises of the appellants have been
high-handedly demolished... There is something called the right to shelter,
something called due process...”

"I ATHY AT 3TRIAT i STHSIRA ¢ | eThar3il & Rgraely #we AaaE als & R
Rw ... 3o gIar ¢ o 697 3mar &1 310w R #ed €, 3R Fo o g7 =i wftean

e “The authorities, and especially the development authority, must remember that the
right to shelter is also an integral part of Article 21 of the Constitution,” the Court
observed.

IRt @1, [y ¥ & fasra TifeIaoT & I1e, T@ar aifg v o mar &1 rfaer o
AT & e 21 1 A GEHT §," = ATerT o g |

e The top court has ordered the payment of ¥10 lakh as compensation to each house
owner.

Hafed sATATerd o Tedeh 8- ATfoleh o1 10 ST ATEAT &ol T 3 T B

e Through its observations, the Court has reiterated the basic principles of the rule of
law — that there can be no punishment without trial, no collective punishment, that
every person is presumed innocent until proven guilty, and that guilt cannot be
ascribed by association.

AT Ao & ATETH A, AT A FIefeT & AT & H{f fAeeral 1 Sgarar — &
Tt FFeR & F1$ FAT TET &Y T, AR FoAT AE & 1 WY, T AR I ARy AT
STaT & o« a & 2t @rfaa & &), 3R fFdY & "aer A @ I 7€ F9I A1 ghdn|

o While this is mostly reassuring, it remains doubtful whether such judicial intervention
is sufficient to act as a deterrent.

Ig 3ol 61 TS §& cIoh ITRAE AT &, Afehel TG HAETEUG ¢ o F4T TAT 71 geaady
TATcd RS T/ ST HohdT 2|

e For one, despite earlier disapproval of the bulldozing of property under the guise of
law enforcement, the practice has not only continued in Uttar Pradesh but has also
spread to other States.

3CTEXT & T, Ugel 39 a1 Y o¥aT & arasyg fo Hiefet Waeier & AT W gufaat # gerster
R ST 18T §, I8 TUT 3eR 9 A SIRY § 31X 319 3w Tt # sy b S 7

e Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled States have been eager adopters of this trend, but it has
also found appeal beyond partisan lines.
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Ig YT AR Srerar arét enfla Tt & o Al & 39S 918 &, Afehet Ig gerara Wamait
& oX o AT @Y W §

e The Aam Aadmi Party government in Punjab, for instance, recently resorted to
property demolition as a tool in its campaign against the drug mafia.

3ETERT & folU, ToiTer & 3T AT IIEl TIHR o1 GTeT &7 H F9T AMBAT & [QelTh 3TeT
AT 7 TR eqEARIOT T FERT for|

e The apparent social approval of state high-handedness in many situations is a
troubling commentary on collapsing standards of governance.

&S HIHA H T I ATAT & T arnfos Fgfa v Riarees feoqoft § S ameer &
e w1 giich 81

e Mob Iynching is a menace the state is duty-bound to curb with an iron fist; it is
tragic when the state itself adopts tactics akin to mob justice.

Atq AT voh TeRT & 5 T Y F3Y F&clt @ AehedT AR, Afehed Tg @G ¢ 19 T
o & sz Skt =y worrelY sraeTar ¥

e The Supreme Court must ensure that its orders are implemented in letter and spirit —
consistently and throughout India.

FNA FIE T Tg FRARET AT =MET o 3Heh TS Aeeer: A AT & AY o9 v
SIT¢ — AR 3R g e 7|
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The other space race — the geopolitics of satellite net

S Paper lll: S&T

ndia still has regions where fiber optic

cables have never reached and cellular

towers remain sparse. SpaceX’s recent

partnerships with Airtel and Jio to expand
Starlink services across India could be looked at
as a fundamental shift in the conceptions of
connectivity, national sovereignty, and economic
power in the digital age.

It is not a zero-sum game for both sides. There
are economic benefits for all. For Airtel and Jio,
Starlink allows them to provide high-speed
Internet to India’s most remote regions without
the infrastructure costs of terrestrial networks.
For SpaceX, the deal opens up a huge market. It
also takes care of India's complex regulatory
landscape by channelling Starlink’s technology
through domestic players.

Yet, these arrangements are not Jjust business
strategy. There is a lot of geopolitics involved too.
Communications infrastructure has always been
intertwined with national security and
sovereignty, a reality made even more
pronounced when that infrastructure orbits 550
kilometres above earth. With the intertwining of
business and political interests globally, it cannot
be denied that there are fears that the United
States-based Starlink network gives the U.S. an
advantage in the competition for digital influence,
particularly as China develops its rival GuoWang
constellation. India’s options were to wait for
"homegrown alternatives or partnering with other
countries (potentially even China). But choosing
Starlink could indicate a geopolitical realignment
in the Indo-Pacific region. India chose a
(seemingly) democratic alliance rather than an
authoritarian one.

The monaopolistic concerns surrounding
Starlink cannot be dismissed. With around 7,000
satellites already in orbit, SpaceX enjoys
first-mover advantages in the low earth orbit
internet market. OneWeb, its closest competitor,
operates fewer than 650 satellites, while
Amazon’s Project Kuiper remains very small. This
is tending towards a monopolistic market
structure. This also has its attendant economic
problems of competition, pricing, and
dependency. It runs the risk too of having private
companies wield nation-state levels of influence
over critical infrastructure, as was evident when
SpaceX briefly cut Ukraine’s Starlink access
during critical military operations in 2022.

Economic value versus geopolitical control
Let us analyse these aspects of satellite Internet
through a framework that captures both

Arindam Goswami

is a Research Analyst
in the High-Tech
Geopolitics
Programme at The
Takshashila Institution

position, designing its system explicitly as a
state-controlled as
but low geopolitical control equation is the

currently operates, offering tremendous

mitigated to some extent by routing it via
domestic telecommunications companies,

though this could be termed as just a face-saver,
as effective control still sits with Starlink. The
“Strategic Asset” scenario (low economic value,
high geopolitical control) is where India’s limited
indigenous satellite capacity could be placed into

(this strategically vital but economically

suboptimal). Economically sub-optimal, it could
be argued, is strategically useless, because it does

not offer any leverage power.
Finally, the “Marginal Presence”™ context

captures emerging players such as Amazon's
Kuiper project — an example of still developing
economic models while offering limited strategic

leverage.

Towards digital sovereignty for India

For India, the question now becomes whether
this is a long-term strategic position. India’s Space

Research Orga tion (ISRO) continues to

develop indigenous satellite capabilities. The aim
is obviously “Digital Sovereignty”. However, it
‘would require a lot of investment and time, both

of which have their strategic tradeofts.

The partnership model adopted by Airtel and
Jio creates a buffer that preserves some measure
of sovereignty. Technology transfer provisions
and local data storage requirements could protect

It remains to be

3 India’s concerns and also enhance India’s
seen whether

satellite ) options for domestic partners means India can
Internet will maintain some amount of leverage against local
lead 1o a monopolistic behaviour, though one could argue
promise of about its effectiveness. This model of managed
universal dependency is worth exploring further.
connectivity or One aspect that is intriguing in all of'thlrs is the
y - absence of the Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited
strengthen +

- N (BSNL) from these partnershi
existing dij

divides in
orbital form

presence, BSNL provides dual benefits: it

economic value and geopolitical control. The
high economic value, high geopolitical control
scenario can be called the “Digital Sovereignty™
scenario, where nations have both profitable
telecommunications and strategic independence.
China’s GuoWang constellation aims for this

t. In the high economic value
category of “Market Dominance”, where Starlink

commercial potential but placing control largely
outside the host nation’s hands. This can be

long-term capabilities. Additionally, having more

. BSNL could have
helped reduce some of India’s strategic concerns.
As a state-owned enterprise with extensive rural

provides Starlink with broader reach while giving
the government more direct oversight of this
critical technology. While BSNL is facing some
financial problems, considering the strategic
benefits of having BSNL involved also represents
alost chance.

A technology evolution, challenges

Could these partnerships establish a template for
something such as global Internet governance
that has geopolitical dimensions? As developing
nations face the choice between American,
Chinese, or indigenous satellite systems, the
Starlink-India hybrid model tries to balance
technological pragmatism with strategic
autonomy.

For SpaceX and Elon Musk, these partnerships
have benefits both in terms of commercial
opportunity and political legitimacy. Indian
regulatory concerns are assuaged. This natural
evolution of technology from being disruptive to
partnering with governments mirrors the
trajectory of previous technological revolutions,
from railroads to telecommunications.

The ultimate question remains whether
satellite Internet will fulfil its promise of universal
connectivity or simply reproduce existing digital
divides in orbital form. If it remains too expensive
for most of India’s rural population, or requires
significant government subsidies which would
make it untenable for the Indian government,
then it would be a bad deal. Some innovative
sales techniques, such as tiered pricing models
and package deals, would be needed in this
scenario. The famed “innovation at the bottom of
the pyramid” could surely help India, by
packaging products in a way that are accessible,
affordable, and valuable to low-income
populations, while also being profitable to the
companies involved.

With increasing attractiveness of satellite
Internet, the governance challenges will only
intensify. These will include orbital debris
management, and space traffic control. Their
transnational nature will require international
governance cooperation even amid strategic
competition. Without effective global governance,
the promise of universal connectivity could be
undermined by the tragedy of the orbital
commons.

Orbital assets are going to become as strategic
as terrestrial ones. For all stakeholders — nations,
companies, and citizens — the challenge is to
harness the connectivity revolution without
surrendering autonomy.

The other space race — the geopolitics of satellite net

gadY 3raftet als — Aeese Acad it -TeEa

India still has regions where fibre optic cables have never reached
and cellular towers remain sparse.

A & 3r3fY ofY X &4 E STET rge ifCeah darer Foll a1gt wg o 3 AR

aawagt-ram%l

e SpaceX’s recent partnerships with Airtel and Jio to expand Starlink services across
India could be looked at as a fundamental shift in the conceptions of connectivity,
national sovereignty, and economic power in the digital age.

TR & Starlink Jam3it F [AEAR F AT SpaceX $r wared 3ix 5y & a7 grear
arsieRar Bforee o # FafFefad, wedar wwegan, 3K e afFa & srauronsit & s
HeTeId Ferelld o &9 & @l ST Fehell ¢ |
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e ltis not a zero-sum game for both sides. There are economic benefits for all.
g ST gadt & forw SR-TH A AT §1 Teft & forw anfde aner £

e For Airtel and Jio, Starlink allows them to provide high-speed Internet to India’s most
remote regions without the infrastructure costs of terrestrial networks.

wRed AR oY & AT, Starlink 30§ HRA & HA GIEIST 811 7 dF e JaTe et
1 giawr &ar §, a5 o Tueh Aead F AT e Y arera & e

e For SpaceX, the deal opens up a huge market. It also takes care of India’s complex
regulatory landscape by channelling Starlink’s technology through domestic players.

SpaceX & T, Ig HleT T faene IR WiedT &1 I8 ART & FAfee Afaam#s e i oY
eI AT ¢ Fifeh Starlink $Y daelid T O HUTAAT & ATEIH  FaTiold b

ST |

e Yet, these arrangements are not just business strategy. There is a lot of geopolitics
involved too.

e off, I cyaTuTy Fael uTaEAF IO LT § | FHIH FHTHT §-TTelifer 8 enfAet §
e Communications infrastructure has always been intertwined with national security

and sovereignty, a reality made even more pronounced when that infrastructure orbits
550 kilometres above earth.

AR THTTAT AT F T &I 3R T[T & S LT &, 3R ST T 3raaiiwretm gt
¥ 550 fareHte I 1 el A gich €, o Ig aedfdshdr 3R 8 Tosc g el ¢

o With the intertwining of business and political interests globally, it cannot be denied
that there are fears that the U.S.-based Starlink network gives the U.S. an advantage
in the competition for digital influence, particularly as China develops its rival
GuoWang constellation.

ST 3Rk T W TR AR Tereifas e 39w 7 5[5 A1 §, A I8 FARRT g ST
GehdT o rAR@T-3meanRa Starlink Aeas, Bfoes wsima $r dls & 3ARFT F v S g,
T 19 dieT 9elr Ffdgadl GuoWang FiediarerT fasfid w2 W gl

o India’s options were to wait for homegrown alternatives or partnering with other
countries (potentially even China).

HRA & U RAsreq & 6 g a1 d e Aol 37 ST Y A1 317 SR (Hoad: et deh)
& HTY HISERT Y|

e But choosing Starlink could indicate a geopolitical realignment in the Indo-Pacific
region. India chose a (seemingly) democratic alliance rather than an authoritarian
one.

AfereT Starlink T Fofelr $31-HfARPF &7 7 Uar oo ToeR@oT 1 g2l Fhell B
HI & Ueh (Sclicl Blet allel) ANaifad ST ! FATATAY JSaIT T Jolell 7 IolT|
e« The monopolistic concerns surrounding Starlink cannot be dismissed. With around

7,000 satellites already in orbit, SpaceX enjoys first-mover advantages in the low
earth orbit internet market.

Starlink & 3T THIFAHR i RT3 T FToR37ETST FAET fohaT ST FehdT| STT87T 7,000
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OneWeb, its closest competitor, operates fewer than 650 satellites, while Amazon’s
Project Kuiper remains very small.

ST I FAET Ideaal OneWeb, 650 & & HTATSTH TaTfold T &, STaih
Amazon &T Wsiee Kuiper Hﬂfrﬂ-’l’ragﬁbﬁﬂ%“l

This is tending towards a monopolistic market structure. This also has its attendant
economic problems of competition, pricing, and dependency.

I% AT U IR RIcHS SISTR §IEET 67 3R 96 6T &1 S840 o[3T 3w gaeamn o
wfaeasl, 7ea fuior, ik feiar o ame smch €

It runs the risk too of having private companies wield nation-state levels of influence

over critical infrastructure, as was evident when SpaceX briefly cut Ukraine’s
Starlink access during critical military operations in 2022.

SEH Ig STEA o ¢ o forslt Fafarat Agcaqol Jrasia« oY Ieg-Fadia JeTa STl o/,
ST o 2022 & = AT & GRIT SpaceX = 3TN T et Y Starlink Tgd FIE
ar ot

Economic value versus geopolitical control

ITTAF AT T 3-TeTeifcreh fovz=or

Let us analyse these aspects of satellite Internet through a framework that captures
both economic value and geopolitical control.

ST ALATIE FTIAT oh FoT TGoI3HT T [ARRTUT Y St 3T e AR of-Trarelifere fag=ror
FGIEIRIGRERGIY

The high economic value, high geopolitical control scenario can be called the
“Digital Sovereignty” scenario, where nations have both profitable
telecommunications and strategic independence.

STel 3e4 3w Hed 3R 3= -Tereiifas o giar &, 39 “Bfoee awsar aReea
gT ST Hevcl §, STET GR11 o ITH ATHETF quadaR 3R I0reifas Faa=ar arst gl 8|
China’s GuoWang constellation aims for this position, designing its system explicitly
as a state-controlled asset.

i Y Guowang FIEAAUT ST FTATT Y ITeT FIA T F6T I@T § 3R 5T TIse &I F
U Ug-Fafd gufe & &9 & 3arseT frar s g
In the high economic value but low geopolitical control equation is the category of

“Market Dominance”, where Starlink currently operates, offering tremendous
commercial potential but placing control largely outside the host nation’s hands.

STel 3% 3T Hed AfreT F -Taelfaa AT 81T &, Ta1 I UT &l “TIR W
Yca” el STl &, TSI fWhergrer Starlink Ha1fad &1 167 &, S SA@wIAF &7 § rcafes
HHTGATT ST &, Jfehet fAIT0T AT 397 & I T ¢
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o This can be mitigated to some extent by routing it via domestic telecommunications
companies, though this could be termed as just a face-saver, as effective control still
sits with Starlink.

S8 FB §< dh o] GUAR HUTAAT & ATEAA F AT TEAF HA 6T ST Hehell &, BTellToh
S Shadl Teh JaaTies FATHTE gl ST TehdlT §, FiTch A deh (9701 379 8 Starlink &
I & T &

o The “Strategic Asset” scenario (low economic value, high geopolitical control) is

where India’s limited indigenous satellite capacity could be placed into (this
strategically vital but economically suboptimal).

“Toreiifare gafa” aReed (F 3T 7ea, 30 y-Tereiifas fa=on) 3 e @ fifaa
Faeeft g STHET Y @ ST HheTl & (11 3 Torifas & @ Ageaqut, fere anfds &
¥ IV B) |

e Economically sub-optimal, it could be argued, is strategically useless, because it
does not offer any leverage power.

Ig gl oI GordT ¢ [ 3 T @ 3rverrd) yomel weifas &7 @ off s g §, it
IE FIs GaTa ATF TaTeT oTel Fc |

o Finally, the “Marginal Presence” context captures emerging players such as
Amazon’s Kuiper project — an example of still developing economic models while
offering limited strategic leverage.

37q &, “Hiara sufeufa” aReed & Amazon #T Kuiper SiFe S 38d gU fems 3md
g — Sir 3737 o7 FoonTaa & T anfde Afs § 31} SifAa Ioreifas amer vera ad &1

Towards digital sovereignty for India

#R & fore BBforee awepar i 3

* For India, the question now becomes whether this is a long-term strategic position.

AR & TIT 379 FaTaT I 91 IRAT & T AT I Uk eahiferes J0Tefas g g1

* India’s Space Research Organisation (ISRO) continues to develop indigenous satellite
capabilities.

HR T HIAT ITARET THUTT WIS (ISRO) TG 3YE &THATIN i [Aeh aet hier SIRY Tl
gl

* The aim is obviously “Digital Sovereignty”.

3¢4RT T &9 ¥ "f3fSree wwsar g

» However, it would require a lot of investment and time, both of which have their strategic
tradeoffs.

grenifeh, g8 forw Ty fAder it g7 & raegesdr g1l 5T gl & 39e Toreifas awsila
giat|
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» The partnership model adopted by Airtel and Jio creates a buffer that preserves some
measure of sovereignty.

TaRee AR R GarT 9T T WISty Aol Teh THT AT § ST S 6 e FHHCT I §el10
@dargl

» Technology transfer provisions and local data storage requirements could protect India’s
concerns and also enhance India’s long-term capabilities.

ddsdleh gEATAROT YTTTeT 31 TATHRT 2T HIAGUT T ITTTHATT HR T hT [Ian3it hr &1 T ahal
& 3 refepforen eTeraratt it off sor gahar 81

+ Additionally, having more options for domestic partners means India can maintain some
amount of leverage against local monopolistic behaviour, though one could argue about its
effectiveness.

Y &1, O RGN & 37 FFed g T Adad ¢ o AR FIENT THIRFRaK! Saagr &
&I 6 & deh T AT TG Fhell 8, TeliTeh ST THTTLCIAT TR T6H &1 Hehcll o |

* This model of managed dependency is worth exploring further.

gafOrd r3RaT 1 Ig Avser 3meY 31N e & AT §

» One aspect that is intriguing in all of this is the absence of the Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited
(BSNL) from these partnerships.

$H N INET H Teh fae=eq g I8 & o #R FaR foarer faffes (BSNL) g1 drsiaiRar &
e &

* BSNL could have helped reduce some of India’s strategic concerns.
BSNL $1Rd ¥ $& ToTeifae RId1sit sl e il & Hee T Tehdl AT

* As a state-owned enterprise with extensive rural presence, BSNL provides dual benefits: it
provides Starlink with broader reach while giving the government more direct oversight of this
critical technology.

Teh SR Fa1fAea arelt H9alt gt & HROT 3R Frefior &=t F saraes 39fPAfY glet & BSNL agwr
o8 &l — I Starlink T A 9T T 3R TR T 37 Ageaqul deheiie I Hem fazr=ror
S|

» While BSNL is facing some financial problems, considering the strategic benefits of having
BSNL involved also represents a lost chance.

glefifeh BSNL Fa el waeanait 1 Qraer o 28T &, O o 58 enfier ohtet o Torelifares amsr X
Fore et T @T 3T 1@ il 8l ¢
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A technology evolution, challenges

UF dseirht fahre 3R 3wt gatfaat

* Could these partnerships establish a template for something such as global Internet
governance that has geopolitical dimensions?

T Y FSIaRAl T ARaw FeTeie Tqeid T FORET T Tohell § ToraH H-TsT=iiTeidh JTATH g2

* As developing nations face the choice between American, Chinese, or indigenous satellite
systems, the Starlink-India hybrid model tries to balance technological pragmatism with strategic
autonomy.

SHA-SIe Tarenrerelier ger 3rARAY, =ielt a1 Taeeft svare yonfarat & S goAra oY 8, Starlink-India
FT HIFA AT dhelldh sqagIFar 3 oo Faraear & i el el 1 HITAL LT 8

* For SpaceX and Elon Musk, these partnerships have benefits both in terms of commercial
opportunity and political legitimacy.

SpaceX 3T Elon Musk & foT, ¥ aeieiRat sarqwR¥es st 3R torifas duara=i & sg &
ATHHRT £ |

* Indian regulatory concerns are assuaged.

AR Rfeass Rant 1 a ohar = gl

* This natural evolution of technology from being disruptive to partnering with governments
mirrors the trajectory of previous technological revolutions, from railroads to
telecommunications.

e R gl & GIHERT & AT HAGHT deh deheileh ol Ig W ol TR Tgol hl cTeheilen
Hifaral S Yo @ AHT GIEAR b ¥ 72T 7 g2l

* The ultimate question remains whether satellite Internet will fulfil its promise of universal
connectivity or simply reproduce existing digital divides in orbital form.

HTAH FaTer g T1 T ¢ 1o 3UAF FeXAC 3911 AasilfAs waifaefady i afaem @ sem ar
el Alster Bforee sraaraant 1 waftr w1 7 g

« If it remains too expensive for most of India’s rural population, or requires significant
government subsidies which would make it untenable for the Indian government, then it would
be a bad deal.

aﬁ%mﬁaﬁwmmmﬁaﬁﬁrﬁ?mww%mmmmm
FI TR Bl & S TSR & fT 37T@g &Y, O Ig U @9 Fiar g1am|

» Some innovative sales techniques, such as tiered pricing models and package deals, would be
needed in this scenario.
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* The famed “innovation at the bottom of the pyramid” could surely help India, by packaging
products in a way that are accessible, affordable, and valuable to low-income populations, while
also being profitable to the companies involved.

gt "RAufas F faaa RE} F FaER $RA 61 A H Gl §, FH 31T a1 1t o fow Ferer,
TET 3R HFIAT 391G TaTe A U AT T ATSTRRY TeATT I HeheT &

» With increasing attractiveness of satellite Internet, the governance challenges will only
intensify.

SH-SI8 HEATPE geTAe A ST 9o, ST et ¥ S Fetfaar o s

» These will include orbital debris management, and space traffic control.

SoTel FafT Ao &1 vaee 3R 3raRer aramara faz=or enfae g

* Their transnational nature will require international governance cooperation even amid
strategic competition.

SeTeh! AL e & FHROT, TorAfae afaeaut & o= off dRae Fgaer smaegs gam|

» Without effective global governance, the promise of universal connectivity could be
undermined by the tragedy of the orbital commons.

e Tt ARTF AT 8T 2lcT, df FasifAE FAFRAE w1 guaT Fafiw gyt ff T
ganfad & Iehar B

* Orbital assets are going to become as strategic as terrestrial ones.

FafiT G 319 TNT FEEAT fordey &) orefae® g9d ST ® 8

* For all stakeholders — nations, companies, and citizens — the challenge is to harness the
connectivity revolution without surrendering autonomy.

ol RTeeht — S 3 gar, Fuferat sk amrfet & fore galch 7 & o 3 wafFefady wifa o
JTH 33TT =T 379+l Faradr S|
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Should India reduce tariffs given the U.S.'s moves?

|GS Paper Ili: External Sector |

PARLEY l

nited States President Donald Trump's

move to impose reciprocal tariffs on

many countries, including India, has

caused significant uncertainty in the
global economy. Indian policymakers have tried
to placate Mr. Trump by reducing tariffs on a
number of U.S. goods, and they have also been
in talks with U.S. trade negotiators about a
possible bilateral trade agreement. Should India
reduce tariffs given the U.S.'s moves? Ajay Shah
and Laveesh Bhandari discuss the question in a
conversation moderated by Prashanth
Perumal J. Edited excerpts:

What is the consensus opinion among
economists on the impact of tariffs on
economic growth?

Laveesh Bhandari: I think there is a
near-consensus among economists that
generally lower tariffs are good and, as much as
possible, you should keep tariffs low. It’s not just
from a consumer perspective, but also from an
efficiency perspective. It is important to get our
tarifts down, down to wherever we can. And of
course, there are many other issues here, the
most important being that you also need to look
at the non-tariff barriers that exist both within
and outside.

Ajay Shah: | agree. I want to add two more
points. The first is that the extent of the
economic distortions and the damage to
efficiency caused by tariffs is related to the
heterogeneity of tariffs. So, if you must have
tariffs, please have only one or have very few
rates. Second, China is a systemically important
country. It is a country where the government
has a very high control of the economy and
there is a whole array of mechanisms through
which Chinese overproduction is messing with
the world. This calls for certain measures. But
generally, in almost all situations, we are better
off with lower tariffs with a uniform rate.

Shouldn’t governments’ tariff policy focus on
helping consumers rather than producers?

AS: When there is a 20% customs duty on a car,
the price of the car goes up from %5 lakh to 36
lakh and the consumers end up paying 21 lakh
extra for a car. Indian manufacturers also get a
higher profit margin because they are able to sell
the car at 36 lakh instead of 25 lakh. But this
issue is fundamentally about efficiency. That is,
if a firm is not competitive and cannot produce a
car at ¥5 lakh, it should probably go out of
business. You should only be producing in India
if you're globally competitive. If not, somebody

“Trump is talking about all countries. He's not talking only about China.

GETTY IMAGES

else somewhere in the world should be
producing and we should import. So, it'sa
deeper story about resource allocation: we in
India should do the things that we are good at
and we should be buying the rest from the
world. So, this is the efficiency idea. It is the
opposite of Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Are Mr. Trump’s reciprocal tariffs simply a
bargaining tool, or a way of encouraging
ic American ing?

LB: Mr. Trump is not entirely incorrect. Almost
every country has different kinds of protection
that they provide to their own industry and at
the cost of U.S. firms. The problem, however, is
when he starts to negotiate different rules to be
applied for different countries, such as different
rates to be applied to different countries. That's
where 1 think there will be a great harm one way
or another to U.S. industry. At the same time, |
don’t see how else he could have gotten other
countries to get their own tariffs down. This had
to be perhaps the only tool he had to negotiate
others’ tariff rates down. I think he is going to
mellow down after a year or two when the early
gains have kicked in.

Do you think reciprocal tariffs are a good
way to get other countries to lower tariffs?
The traditional approach has been to
negotiate lower tariffs through bodies such
as the World Trade Organization.

LB: Yes, but the WTO has effectively become
dysfunctional. So, using such a mechanism to
get countries to reduce their tariffs and
non-tariff barriers would have been a very long
shot. So, I think Mr. Trump had to use
something more than that. I agree that maybe
he’s doing this in an extreme manner, but I don’t
see any other mechanism which could have

Mr. Trump is not entirely incorrect. Almost
every country has different kinds of
protection that they provide to their own
industry and at the cost of US. firms. The
problem, however. is when he starts to
negotiate different rules to be applied for
different countries..

LAVEESH BHANDARI

gotten countries to reduce tariffs.

AS: I think China holds the blame for spoiling
the global trade system. China was the
systemically large player in world trade, and it
practised domestic idies and distortions at
an unprecedented scale. That has created
problems for everybody.

1 agree that the WTO is broken and doesn’t
work as the WTO gives a veto to every single
country. So, basically almost any idea can be
blocked. India is famous for having been a
spoiler by interfering with every imaginable
thing. Now, in that context, what do you do? I'm
not convinced that the Trump approach is that
effective. First of all, he’s talking about all
countries. He’s not talking only about China. He
wants to go after so-called unfair trade practices
by every country. He is pointing to Indian tariffs,
which are essentially the highest in the world.
But then what are you going to do about it? The
end game is not clear. Mr. Trump is not saying
that once India solves everything, that is, if it
solves the problem of high tariffs and non-tariff
barriers and opens up the economy to free
trade, zero tariffs will be imposed on Indian
goods coming into America. These are all messy
questions and the U. about 20-25% of world
GDP. So, action by the U.S. is throwing a spanner
in the works of the global economy, and it will
harm economic activity and the efficient
organisation of production all over the world.

What about non-tariff trade barriers? How
significant are they, and what is their effect
on global trade and India?

LB: I think non-tariff trade barriers are far more
endemic than what even studies are showing. 1
think they exist in different ways or in almost
every sector, and almost every country has some
set of non-tariff barriers. India also imposes such
barriers on its imports from almost every trade
partner. If you talk to people in the industry,
they will complain about various kinds of
non-tariff trade barriers that they have to face.
India may have a different set of benchmark
quality specifications required as opposed to
those in some other countries. So, sometimes

that also gets in the way, and it’s sometimes very
difficult to be able to disentangle whether
something is an explicit non-tariff trade barrier
or not. But having said that, non-tariff trade
barriers are a very big issue, and from what I
understand of the U.S. approach, they are saying
that they will judge and decide for themselves
how significant the barriers are.

AS: | agree that non-tariff barriers are very
important and very messy. It’s very hard to
interpret and judge the materiality of a non-tariff
barrier. The Europeans have extremely high
sanitary standards on the export of grapes from
India to Europe. Now it is a level playing field in
that the grapes made in France need to comply
with the same quality controls as the grapes
made in Nashik. It is possible to fiddle with these
rules and make them a trade barrier. So, thi
difficult field and also a very important one.

How should India handle Mr. Trump’s tariff
moves? Should India declare unilateral free
trade with all countries?

LB: We should reduce tariffs across the board.
However, it should not be instantaneous. It’s
nicer to give some time for firms and stagger
tariff reductions and make it clear to the
industry that these reductions are permanent
and not dependent on how the U.S. responds.

AS: [ would like to take us all back to former
Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha’s period,
which, in my opinion, witnessed one of the
greatest, successful trade liberalisations in India.
What was done was years ahead of time.
Everybody was told that the peak tariff rate
would go down by 5% every year and then
businesses started putting this into their
planning and it triggered a great investment
boom. So, one should not do things suddenly,
but you should announce them earlier. And the
government needs to achieve credibility, in the
sense that whatever announcements are made
should actually go through. With a very
comprehensive Indo-U.S. free trade agreement,
it is possible to remove all the trade barriers
between India and the U.S., and that would be
exciting. Without any trade barriers, a frozen
chicken from Texas would compete with chicken
made in Maharashtra. We should also go for
complete trade liberalisation with the EU, the
U.K., Japan, and so on. That would be something
truly transformative for the Indian economy.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
voww.thehindu.com

Should India reduce tariffs given the U.S.’s moves?

wmﬁmﬁﬁmﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁg%aﬁa@?

United States President Donald Trump’s move to impose reciprocal
tariffs on many countries, including India, has caused significant
uncertainty in the global economy.

TgFd T AR F Tegufer Seres €7 g@nT R wfed #3 auf @
yfaEaet e oo I g F dRaw srdferaedr # MR sARTddr dar ww
&gl
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Indian policymakers have tried to placate Mr. Trump by reducing tariffs on a number
of U.S. goods, and they have also been in talks with U.S. trade negotiators about a
possible bilateral trade agreement.

AR Afe- ATt 3 €a Fi aid F= & o w53 3R argat R iRw ger e d,
3R 9 ganfaa gfaaair samarR wHEta 1 A IARE SR ararsR § ST $ w3
gl

Should India reduce tariffs given the U.S.’s moves? Ajay Shah and Laveesh Bhandari
discuss the question in a conversation moderated by Prashanth Perumal J.

FIT AR DT AR FHI 37 HRATSAT & Told ¢ T AMRT? 3 favT 91 391 g 3R
AT WY & Yerd 9SAd . SaRT Falfoid 9T # faar amsm ko)

What is the consensus opinion among economists on the impact of
tariffs on economic growth?

3T+ T W ENE F g9 FY A srdenfE=Tat i 37 T Far 22

Laveesh Bhandari: | think there is a near-consensus among economists that generally
lower tariffs are good and, as much as possible, you should keep tariffs low.

FAer $TSRY; FRT ATAT § o 31TRhrer 312Nt & 50 a1 IR S9req9T WeATa & o 33
AR W FH ¢RE IgaT 81d & 3R ST8T doh T4 & TR FI HA & {@aT AT

I's not just from a consumer perspective, but also from an efficiency perspective.
Ig Fa% susiTar & efeewior & 161 afcs garar & Tepior I off TR &1

It is important to get our tariffs down, down to wherever we can.

& 3= ERE Y Ter agd TR ¢, [T a7 8 3|

And of course, there are many other issues here, the most important being that you also
need to look at the non-tariff barriers that exist both within and outside.

3R AR w9 &, F6T F$ 377 A §, FTo Fa& Ageaqol § o 91 o1Ra & 3iaw 3ikx
e} Aiog IR-ERw amemait 1 o qwer @R
Ajay Shah: | agree. | want to add two more points.

3rorg A H weAd g | H ar 3R g Sirgerm =g g

o The first is that the extent of the economic distortions and the damage to
efficiency caused by tariffs is related to the heterogeneity of tariffs.

Jgell IE & fob R 1 Rfaear @ g arer s RAspfar 3R garem A1 g awar

T 96T FEE B

o So, if you must have tariffs, please have only one or very few rates.
sgferT afe eRw WY &, ar had wmagr—ré’fma?r@rl

o Second, Chinais a systemically important country. It is a country where the
government has a very high control of the economy and there is a whole array
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of mechanisms through which Chinese overproduction is messing with the
world.

T, et T JUITSHITeT &7 & AEcaqUT &2 & 6T TRAR T Irefeqaed1 | agd
rftr farraror €3Ik arfaRera el seureet & ST g fed a1aR # syaere der ¢
wIEl

o This calls for certain measures. But generally, in almost all situations, we are
better off with lower tariffs with a uniform rate.

U AT H HS 3T A ST BIcll &1 Afhed TTAI:, §H T TATA &< aTel A
R & ey Srer et # T ¥

Shouldn’t governments’ tariff policy focus on helping consumers
rather than producers?

FT TEHR Y SRE AT ) Icurge! T o IuMFansit # Ace | Fied
T8I gIeIT AR T?

e Ajay Shah: When there is a 20% customs duty on a car, the price of the car goes up
from %5 lakh to ¥6 lakh and the consumers end up paying ¥1 lakh extra for a car.

37T ATE: ST FHeT R I 20% FEEH S 81T &, Al I T AT I5 G § TG 26
AT g STl § 3R Fusierar 1 e Jrfaferd $7erdret i 8 |

e Indian manufacturers also get a higher profit margin because they are able to sell the
car at %6 lakh instead of %5 lakh.

AR fAaATaT o SATST HATST FATA 8 il & I5 1 T T I6 oG H HR S 9T & |

o But this issue is fundamentally about efficiency. That is, if a firm is not competitive and
cannot produce a car at %5 lakh, it should probably go out of business.

ifeheT Ig Heal Hol &9 W SaTaT 4 37 &1 I 1S hoat gfaeaedt 7g1 & 3R 5 or@ 7 R
AET T Fehell, AT 3 AIG SATHIT §G X ofl AT

e You should only be producing in India if you’re globally competitive. If not, somebody
else somewhere in the world should be producing and we should import.

TR ol SR # AT e TR o9 39 ARTw gfaeay’ 7 gerA g | afe 7, ar
TR 37 22T T ScUTCe el ST TTRT 3R §oT HIATT il TR T

e So, it's a deeper story about resource allocation: we in India should do the things that
we are good at and we should be buying the rest from the world.

g GHTT TS T Teh gL hglell & SR ! 3o67 Alall T TATIT el TTfRey forget
g fargqor § 3 areh <t gferar & wdieeh =nfew
e So, this is the efficiency idea. It is the opposite of Atmanirbhar Bharat.

g G&TAT 1 AR §| g AT IR 1 37aemon & fRAadia 8
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Are Mr. Trump’s reciprocal tariffs simply a bargaining tool, or a way of
encouraging domestic American manufacturing?

741 47t €9 & wfauaft TRE Faer Wearsh #1 v 39ar §, A1 9 AR
faferafor #r dicwfRa F F1 v alFT?

LB: Mr. Trump is not entirely incorrect. Aimost every country has different kinds of
protection that they provide to their own industry and at the cost of U.S. firms.

Torell: A E0 Y TRE A Il 6T & | ST & <27 ol of Tohell €9 & 37001 &) 3N v
GR&TT T &, S IARAY Fafat r HiAd W e g|

The problem, however, is when he starts to negotiate different rules to be applied for
different countries, such as different rates to be applied to different countries.

FHEIT A9 3T & 519 a8 afFiest Soif & forw 3reer-3reer faa@AT 3R a3 W aradia &
CEIGES

That’s where | think there will be a great harm one way or another to U.S. industry.

TET I H oI & Tob I et o7 fondll & # 3rAREAY 35T ! 4R Jeh et qgw HhdaT gl

At the same time, | don’t see how else he could have gotten other countries to get their
own tariffs down.

AT T, { LT 3Tl Toh 37 21T T 379eT TR T & T hig 3R e gie|

This had to be perhaps the only tool he had to negotiate others’ tariff rates down.

UG, TG THATT AT AT fTTH I 33 520F & SR &30 il =i o1t I ifrer X devdd I
| think he is going to mellow down after a year or two when the early gains have kicked
in.

HS T ¢ o THh-al FIeT oG ST TRINTF A1 WA 1T, o I 73 AT 3911 o33 |

Do you think reciprocal tariffs are a good way to get other countries
to lower tariffs?

T 39 AT & & gfagel RE 37 ot F TNE ge= #1 3T afiaT &7

The traditional approach has been to negotiate lower tariffs through bodies such as the
World Trade Organization (WTO).

IRYR T T8 T&T & [ fAq SATIR ST (WTO) ST TEATHT o ATETH F el SRE
X STAdId &l ST g

LB: Yes, but the WTO has effectively become dysfunctional.

Torell: &1, oifehe WTO 379 aecd # 3hIAeTH 81 Johl 3|

So, using such a mechanism to get countries to reduce their tariffs and non-tariff
barriers would have been a very long shot.

ST, 3T a8 & oF T ST ek 2T T 30T &R 3R -2RNE 3wt 1 w7 e
F TOIT AATAT 98€ HideT glaTl
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So, | think Mr. Trump had to use something more than that.

SafAT H3Y oo & T A <0 1 SHY 319 Fe L S|

| agree that maybe he’s doing this in an extreme manner, but | don’t see any other
mechanism which could have gotten countries to reduce tariffs.

H HIAAT T ATIE J Tg oA TP T FIIQ &, olfohed T IS 3 AT AeT @
e a1 SRw o |

AS: | think China holds the blame for spoiling the global trade system.

TUH: {S ofe1al ¢ foh et o dfaas sarar yorrelt &1 f9mser & foe fGeAer B

China was the systemically large player in world trade, and it practised domestic
subsidies and distortions at an unprecedented scale.

A7 A AR H @R F T @ 37 RSt A7 3N 36 o] wfews) 3R fgha &
3OAYE YA IR GATaT feha |

| agree that the WTO is broken and doesn’t work as the WTO gives a veto to every
single country.

# #1Te § T WTO €& ot § 3R J€ hra 8T Yl aFdifeh WTO 81 &1 i dtel erfde &
gl

India is famous for having been a spoiler by interfering with every imaginable thing.
HRA & THT AT F §TAaIT T fAeaT STelet aTelT 2T ATAT ST ¢ |

I’m not convinced that the Trump approach is that effective.

# 58 91 @ A 61 g foh £ Y ToTAer 3cfh wemrel Bl

He’s talking about all countries, not only China.

q hael A I g1 dfedn Tt 20 T STd FI L B

He is pointing to Indian tariffs, which are essentially the highest in the world.

I AR R T 3R SART X @ &, S Helc: gforar 7 wad 54 |

The U.S. is about 20-25% of world GDP, so action by the U.S. is throwing a spanner
in the works of the global economy.

AR AT GDP T F9THIT 20-25% §, SATAT AR T HIars dRaew srdegaear 7
T ST TET &

What about non-tariff trade barriers?

A-ENE =R STamsit & IR F F=

LB: I think non-tariff trade barriers are far more endemic than what even studies are
showing.

T 731 o § o IR-2R AR arene areda 7 3t s §, foider o sreaget 7
@ gl

They exist in different ways or in almost every sector, and almost every country has
some set of non-tariff barriers.
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3 3TCTT-37T9T ®CIT 31 AT T X 817  HS[E &, AN oTTe1eT 82 &7 & I 5 71 §5 -
R areme g1 &

e India also imposes such barriers on its imports from almost every trade partner.
R & 37T ST g SATRS ISIER A 7ol dTel HTATT TR 3T YhR I STUTT o9 ¢ |

¢ India may have a different set of benchmark quality specifications required as
opposed to those in some other countries.

HRA H 31 ST T Tl H IOTET HATeTh! T Teh 33T A 8T Hehell ¢ |
o It's sometimes very difficult to disentangle whether something is an explicit non-tariff
barrier or not.

agmm%aﬁ-magamm%ﬁsﬁézhamﬂvmw%maﬁl

o AS: | agree that non-tariff barriers are very important and very messy.
ved: # Al g foh I-LRE qrene sgd Ageayor iR sfee E

e The Europeans have extremely high sanitary standards on the export of grapes from
India to Europe.

TUET &2t & AR F JAT H 3R 47T & o0 g 307 Faesr A a7 Hr g
o ltis possible to fiddle with these rules and make them a trade barrier.

3 TATHAT & BISTS I 3o SATIR STET ST ST FhedT ¢

How should India handle Mr. Trump’s tariff moves?

I F1 3 €T F ¢RNE FEAT @ F4 Agear aifge?

e LB: We should reduce tariffs across the board.
ToeT: gH Y a3at A INE A w7 FET Tiw)

e However, it should not be instantaneous.
gleliich, Ig I o161 (ehdT STl AMMB T

e It's nicer to give some time for firms and stagger tariff reductions, and make it clear to
the industry that these reductions are permanent.

hafeiat &l HAT S 3N FHaeH RE Feldt e Jga¥ 8, 3R T8 Tuse e =g & F
Felfaar AR &

¢ AS: | would like to take us all back to former Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha’s
period, which withessed one of the greatest, successful trade liberalisations in India.

vTw: # gH Fal A qd e #lt Ferad Rwer & wrdhrer ¥ 3R o S are g, S
mﬁmmmmgsﬂml

e The peak tariff rate would go down by 5% every year, and businesses started planning
accordingly, triggering a great investment boom.

30 F# Y e TRE T &7 ATl 5% FH &1 ST AT, 3R Fad= A 38T 3THR AT Aol
& fohaT, TSTad weh a3t fAaer 3orer 3|
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e The government needs to achieve credibility, in the sense that whatever
announcements are made should actually go through.

TR HI fgaetgar 31f5Ta e arfee, Sraeer 3127 § 3 S #ff ehwone & e, 3 aeag
H S &Y S|

e With a comprehensive Indo-U.S. free trade agreement, it is possible to remove all
trade barriers between India and the U.S.

Teh SATYeh HRA-HANT FFd SATIR FHSAN &A1Y, AR 3R IARAT & o Fi SR
STV §eT$ ST FehelT & |

o Without any trade barriers, a frozen chicken from Texas would compete with chicken
made in Maharashtra.

T fordliY SaTar o &, ST & 3mranfad wiere R AgRISe & oo Rse & gfaeaer
|

e We should also go for complete trade liberalisation with the EU, the U.K., Japan, and
SO on.

g U T, fordeT, STaret 31T o @mer off qut samaR serieor & e # gear @igu|
e That would be something truly transformative for the Indian economy.

g AR fegaeyT & T aedd & aRadaw R e giam|
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Why are undersea cables important?

What are undersea cables? How do they connect internet networks globally? What is India’s subsea cable ecosystem? What are some of the

challenges in laying the cables in India? Why is India considered vulnerable to disruptions? How can it be improved?

S Paper lll: S&T

EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep

The story so far:
ndia is getting new cable landing
systems coming online gradually.
The latest addition is Airtel's
2Africa Pearls system, which has
investments from Facebook parent Meta,
adding 100 terabits per second of
capacity to India’s international
bandwidth. Earlier this year, the
SEA-ME-WE-6 cable was also landed in
Chennai and Mumbai.

What are undersea cables?

Undersea cables are the main link
connecting the world’s internet networks.
They connect internet service providers
and telecom operators everywhere with
those in other countries. These cables are
a few inches thick and are heavily padded
to withstand the hostile environment of
the sea floor. Inside, strands of fiber optic
cable - similar to those that connect
modern telcos’ towers and routers —
provide massive capacity for large
volumes of data to quickly crisscross the
earth.

At each “landing point,” usually a
manhole covered with a lid and then
topped with sand, these cables make
landfall and go further inland to connect
to a “landing station,” where they become
accessible to major networks. These
systems are critical to the modern
information society. “There are about
600 cables, as per Goldman Sachs,” said
Amajit Gupta, CEO of Lightstorm, a
network provider at the first Sub-Sea
Cable Systems Conference in Delhi. “90%
of data, 80% of world trade, and about
$10 trillion of financial transactions, as
well as secure government information,
move through these cables. That’s the
impact this infrastructure has.”

Each modern cable has several
hundred gigabits per second of capacity,
and can support thousands of telecom
users. The other side of undersea cables
is terrestrial networks, the less

=3

well-mapped network of cables and
towers that bring connectivity from the
coast to people.

Does India have enough undersea
cables?

India has two major hubs of cable landing
sites: Mumbai and Chennai. “Practically
speaking, 95% of subsea today goes into a
small six-kilometre patch in Versova,
Mumbai,” Mr. Gupta said.

Many of the cables connected to
Chennai also land in Mumbai. In total, 17
cable systems land at some point in India.
India also has two domestic cable systems
— the Chennai Andaman and Nicobar
Islands (CANI) cable to provide
high-speed connectivity to the islands,
and the Kochi Lakshadweep Islands
project.

Cables take several months, even
years, to plan out and lay, at a cost of
millions of dollars. Most cables in
countries with well-developed internet
infrastructure are able to commission
capacity years before it is required. As
such, most international internet traffic in
India is largely served by existing
capacity.

Anil Tandan, the Director General of
the Broadband India Forum, said that this
may not hold forever. “Well, there are
differences of opinion,” Mr. Tandan said

= rSpleTs - -
Powering up: More cables land in Singapore, a small city-state, than they do in all of India. FiLE PHOTO

of the existing cable infrastructure’s
sufficiency. “The capacity may be
adequate at this moment of time, but the
way the data [traffic] is growing, one has
to keep in mind that the capacity may not
be adequate as we go along.”

Aruna Sundararajan, a former Union IT
and Telecom Secretary and current
chairperson of the BIF, said, “It is
significant to note that India’s share
presently constitutes around 1% and 3%
respectively for cable landing stations and
subsea cable systems” respectively.

‘What are some risks surrounding
undersea cable deployment in India?
More cables land in Singapore, a small
city-state, than they do in all of India,
making India vulnerable to the
consequences of cable cuts at sea. “If
there is a disruption at the Red Sea, it
pretty much brings down 25% of India’s
Internet in our estimate,” Mr. Gupta said.
“It’s not a theory because it just happened
about two years back.” He was referring
to the cuts that brought down subsea
cables in the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait, likely
caused by strikes by Houthi rebels in
Yemen. That strait is a critical narrow
passage through which dozens of subsea

internet experience so far, thanks to
excess capacity built into other networks.
But that may not always be the case. If
several cables in the Red Sea are
damaged, large parts of the internet may
stop working, and there is only so much
data that can be rerouted through other
cable systems.

“Traditionally, most subsea corridors
strangely have followed the trade routes
of the past,” Mr. Gupta said. “Rarely have
subsea routes been built which are
different from shipping routes, because
back in the day, it was easier to follow the
trade routes to be able to lay down your
cables and make it work.”

What can be done to bolster India’s
subsea cable infrastructure?

For one, the companies laying subsea
cables complain of excessive permissions
needed to land a single cable in India. “By
last count, about 51 permissions were
needed, beyond just the Department of
Telecom, including the Home Ministry,
Department of Fisheries, the
Environment Ministry, local
municipalities,” and so on, Mr. Gupta
said.
“If I have an 8,000-mile point-to-point
transoceanic system starting tomorrow, I
can guarantee you where I'm going to
spend 80% of my time and effort,” said
Scott Cowling, a senior Meta executive
who manages the social media
conglomerate’s global network
infrastructure. “And that’s going to be in
24 miles of territorial waters at either
end”

In addition to streamlining regulations,
securing these cables is also important.
“Fishing trawlers break my cables all the
time,” complained Rahul Vatts, Bharti
Airtel’s chief regulatory officer.

India depends on foreign repair vessels
with long permission processes for them
to begin work in Indian waters. “India
currently does not have the requisite
subsea cable repair ships and cable
storage depot capacity that we need,” Ms.
Sundararajan said, calling for more

in cable repair

cables pass.
These cuts — some of which hapy d
in 2024 — have not destabilised India’s capabill

Why are undersea cables important?

G & A [9STS 718 Faed FIT Ageaqul 82

India is getting new cable landing systems coming online gradually.
AR A - 71§ Faer AT yonfrat o & @ &
* The latest addition is Airtel’s 2Africa Pearls system, which has

investments from Facebook parent Meta, adding 100 terabits per
second of capacity to India’s international bandwidth.

AdITdH YUITell § TAXEH Y 2Africa Pearls YoTTel, fﬁl‘&'ﬁﬂm‘gﬂiaﬁﬂg
Uit AT &1 fAder §, St 9Ra i TR dsfdsy & 100 ufee ufa as
6T &THdaT Shsd 81
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India has 17 international cable
systems, mainly landing in
Mumbai and Chennai, along
with two domestic cable
systems connecting island
territories. However, its share
in global subsea cable
infrastructure remains low.

v

India’s internet is highly
dependent on a few key
landing sites, making it
vulnerable to disruptions such
as Red Sea cable cuts. Fishing
trawlers and the lack of
domestic cable repair ships
further threaten network
stability.

v

Laying undersea cables in India
requires around 51 permissions
from various authorities,
delaying projects. Experts call
for regulatory reforms, more
cable landings, and local
investment in repair and
maintenance facilities.
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Earlier this year, the SEA-ME-WE-6 cable was also landed in Chennai and Mumbai.

SH el T L3N H, SEA-ME-WE-6 Fael I o Aee1s 3R Ha$ 3 of s s aram|

What are undersea cables?

TG & oA AT Faed 4T gl g7

* Undersea cables are the main link connecting the world’s internet networks.

TG % i Y Shelel GfAT & ST Acddh F Sge drell HET fow g &

* They connect internet service providers and telecom operators everywhere with
those in other countries.

Y geTAe QAT veran3it 3R TN T 1 3T 22T & seasd F Sisdr 2
* These cables are a few inches thick and are heavily padded to withstand the hostile
environment of the sea floor.

4 thalel F& §9 AN Gl & 3N g Tl & HIST ATATETOT T Heel o [T Fraelt § Ffara

gIa g1
* Inside, strands of fiber optic cable — similar to those that connect modern telcos’

towers and routers — provide massive capacity for large volumes of data to quickly
crisscross the earth.

o3 BISER 3iifoea Faer 1 LTRAT gl § — i ATk Celtenld erart 3R W3e¢H A S8
gIc § — 31 A 3T & a3 ATegH I ol § TRETHT I Fareirer &THaT YeTe AT g |

* At each “landing point,” usually a manhole covered with a lid and topped with
sand, these cables make landfall and go inland to connect to a “landing station.”

&Y "olfEar uige” W, Y HAR W SFhet A 31 3 3T & &1 U AT 81T &, T Shalol
A IR IgTl & AR Y el e @ S &

* These systems are critical to the modern information society.

Y GuTTeral 3TeYfoteh FEAT HATS & T Hedd Ageaqor & |

* “There are about 600 cables, as per Goldman Sachs,” said Amaijit Gupta, CEO of
Lightstorm.

MesHa JFH & ITAR, 21T 600 Fael §,” ATFSESIH & HISIN IHATSA I[CclT o FgT |

* “90% of data, 80% of world trade, and about $10 trillion of financial transactions, as
well as secure government information, move through these cables.”

“SsT Shelcll o ATETH ¥ 90% 3T, 80% AT TR, wTereTer $10 Referaa & faeh aiefeaT
3R AT TFN AAFRY TR B §17

* Each modern cable has several hundred gigabits per second of capacity, and can
support thousands of telecom users.

8Y 3T et Y aTAaT Aas sMenfae wfar @3 gl § 3R 75 gorRi el
SYANITFHATHT T FASA & Thall g

* The other side of undersea cables is terrestrial networks, the less well-mapped
network of cables and towers that bring connectivity from the coast to people.
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THG, & =i T haloll T GERT TGEHT FYAT AeaqF g, ST o & o9l deh dhaAteeidel ol
aTell %3 AT Aeas ¢

Does India have enough undersea cables?

FT A & UTH THITd FAL Faed 82

e -+ India has two major hubs of cable landing sites: Mumbai and Chennai.
HRA H Sheel A3 A5t & & AT & §: A AR Ae=1$|

o +“O50 of subsea today goes into a small six-kilometre patch in Versova, Mumbai,”
said Mr. Gupta.

31T & TG 3 959% T e S > T &5 T ReeialieT & & ¥ T &, A ace

= e
e + Many of the cables connected to Chennai also land in Mumbai.
Wd F 8 5 Fae o Hwd F dz A E
e <lIntotal, 17 cable systems land at some point in India.
Tl fReeRY, 17 haer R el o forall foig W Ra A els gla 8|
e ¢ India also has two domestic cable systems — the Chennai—Andaman and Nicobar
Islands (CANI) cable, and the Kochi-Lakshadweep Islands project.

AR & ITH &) Be] Fa [Aees o § — Is=1$-3i3aA 31K Aar gdfia (CANI) Faer 3R
FIfeg-aargdIT gdT aRATS=|

e -+ Cables take several months, even years, to plan out and lay, at a cost of millions of
dollars.

SoT el I ATy AR oM 7 F§ AL, TaT deh b Tl o197 ¢ 3R FeAeh! 9T
@@l sTe gl g

e + Most cables in countries with well-developed internet infrastructure are able to
commission capacity years before it is required.

ffa gexaie srauTaar are 2if 7 3w Hael HTaTH gl ¥ F§ AT I &f arel &l
ST gl

e + As such, most international internet traffic in India is largely served by existing
capacity.
SH TohIX, ST # 31T HAWSET Seeie ¢ ftheh AYSET &THAT & 8 Tt gl &

e+ Anil Tandan, Director General of Broadband India Forum, said this may not hold
forever.

disds SfEAT ORA & AR A &8 & Thgl & T8 AT gAAT 78T @ b

o +“The capacity may be adequate at this moment, but with data traffic growing, it may
not be adequate in the future,” he said.

“STHCT 38 THY IIATCT &) Fohell 8, ifheT 32T ¢fhar & deat & T1Y, s1fasT & I g =gt
1 Wehell,” 3ogiel Tl
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e+ Aruna Sundararajan, former Union IT and Telecom Secretary and current BIF
chairperson, said India’s share is only 1% in cable landing stations and 3% in
subsea cable systems.

7 A 3T 3R qrEAR WRT 3R AT BIF 3ET8T 3F0T HERToT o el o AR
T RREAERY dharel 1% Farel AT FeeaT 3R 3% FHA Faer Reeqa A 1

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

What are some risks surrounding undersea cable deployment in
India?

AR i FHR Faol o= ¥ 2 F5 Gay 7T 2

* More cables land in Singapore, a small city-state, than they do in all of India, making
India vulnerable to the consequences of cable cuts at sea.

AR, T Bler AT, A G HRA T Jolell & 31T haiol oS Blell 6, o AR
TG A Fae Fea 1 1Al 7 Ircafers wagereiie gl S g

o «“Ifthere is a disruption at the Red Sea, it pretty much brings down 25% of India’s
Internet in our estimate,” Mr. Gupta said.

A I[CAT 7 e, “3TR 15 W F IS TTe7 A &, o §AR AT o ITAR g HRA & 25%
ST T & P Thl &1

e < ‘“lt's not a theory because it just happened about two years back.”
“TE el TAGHTd TET § FATfeh VAT &Y /el Ig et & IH & 17

o + He was referring to the cuts that brought down subsea cables in the Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait, likely caused by strikes by Houthi rebels in Yemen.

T 3T HTH 1 91 3 g I TN G19-U-H3T JTASATHET H AT Shalel &TTared g1 18
o, S FararcT: T & gelt et & et & hioT g3 2|

e -+ That strait is a critical narrow passage through which dozens of subsea cables
pass.

TE TASHEHET Uk Hgeaqul HhT AL ¥, Frat gient gotell HadY el Iorel &
e + These cuts — some of which happened in 2024 — have not destabilised India’s
internet experience so far, thanks to excess capacity built into other networks.

ST el H W $S 2024 H §U 2, AfcheT 3R o ST o179 ot 3737 b AP =7ET fopam
IAT &, SHHT AT 3T SAcaeh! & ooi) FfaRed &1ar ) Siar 2|

o -« But that may not always be the case.
lfehet I TEUT §AHRAT TG I FehclT|

o e Ifseveral cables in the Red Sea are damaged, large parts of the internet may stop

working, and there is only so much data that can be rerouted through other cable
systems.

3R 38 W H FE haa &faaed &1 STy &, A 3ekaie & a3 REW F1H FI1 96 F Thd o,
3R haer AfAT 3T &1 3T hao BTer I fawfld AFlt 9 491 51 Fhar ¢

o+ “Traditionally, most subsea corridors strangely have followed the trade routes of the
past,” Mr. Gupta said.
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IHTEOT A E 8 1"
* “Rarely have subsea routes been built which are different from shipping routes,
because back in the day, it was easier to follow the trade routes to lay cables.”

‘TG 8 P TR T el FIIT STGTSAY AT & 3T SATC 7T ¢, FAeh Tgel 37 AR T
ol [SoTAT AT ghar AT|”

What can be done to bolster India’s subsea cable infrastructure?

HRA T THA Fael HTATAAT H AT FL1 F A€ F41 R T el 872

» Companies laying subsea cables complain of excessive permissions needed to land
a single cable in India.

FHGT haiol TASTe aTell $HUTdT 7 7 U &Y Fael I o5 el & [0 it sqafa
wfFanait i Rresraa s 8

* “By last count, about 51 permissions were needed, beyond just the Department of
Telecom, including the Home Ministry, Department of Fisheries, Environment
Ministry, local municipalities,” said Mr. Gupta.

AT T[T & g, “TATel VAT o HJHR, hdel GIHAR fAHTT € FAET dioeh g FATerd, AT
fasmmar, wvaRor FaATey, TUT TR T oerster 51 IregHfaat T A o

* “If  have an 8,000-mile point-to-point transoceanic system starting tomorrow, | can
guarantee where I'll spend 80% of my time and effort,” said Scott Cowling, senior Meta
executive.

Her & IS TR Fhie FISTAT 1 Fgl, “IHR FHel T A 8,000 Hiel HeT HHGIR Aeash
& grar 8, A # AR €9 & o5 HehelT § b # 39T 80% FAY AR FATH Fg1 T el |
* “And that’s going to be in 24 miles of territorial waters at either end.”

“HR a8 =il B TR 24 Hier Y Foget Heaw 7 gram”

* In addition to streamlining regulations, securing these cables is also important.
fAIAY T VI TAT & WIY-ATY ST shaloll bl &I GATTT FaAT 3 1T g

* “Fishing trawlers break my cables all the time,” complained Rahul Vatts, Bharti
Airtel's chief regulatory officer.

AR TIRES & HET WA HTARRY Tger aed o RIHrad Y, “Asell gohgal arelt o
A Faell F IR-IRX AS S &1

* India depends on foreign repair vessels with long permission processes to begin
work in Indian waters.

SRl ohT RN STel WA R & e o Forw eelt aregarfer e arer faaeh sesra
STgTall o) A9 Tg=r U3l |

* “India currently does not have the requisite subsea cable repair ships and cable
storage depot capacity that we need,” said Ms. Sundararajan.
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AT GERTSTeT o hgT, “HR o UIF doiHTe & AR FHA! el AFAT SgTer AR Fael
$7SRT f39Y &7HET 61 ¢ 17
* She called for more domestic investment in cable repair capabilities.

3egiol el AFAC &TATAHT 7 31Teren a¥e] farder 1 & 1|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1. Compassion in Primary Healthcare

U TAF EIELT STHTT A HHUIT

Compassion in primary healthcare:
here’s what it looks like in India

Cases from tribal, rural and urban India show how compassion helps deliver better

under

S Paj
Mahima Jain

r IV: Etl

1 January, the World Health
Organization (WHO) published a
report calling for compassion in
primary healthcare systems.

“Compassion - erised by

awareness, empathy, and action —

identified as a rransformative force for

PHC, driving quality ca

tem transformation,’

¢ responsive, adapting to the
s needs, and also includes a
i

says Sanjana Brahmawar Mohan,
physician and co-founder of
Udaipur-based non-profit Basic Health

Services (BHS).
India has an extensive primary
e system. There are sub-
in remote areas serving 3,000-5,000
th ce s (PHCS)

es

th centres (CHCS) for
80,000-120,000 people. In all there are
16 lakh sub-centres, 26,636 PHCs, and
6,155 CHCs, according to the National
Health Mission.

Let us take a close look at three
instances of compassion in health systems
—one each in a rural, an urban, and a
tribal area. In these examples, the:
lessons for the rest of the country. They
provide a sense of grounding, showing,
the importance of prioritising certain
aspects at all times, but especially in a
crisis, and call for the display of courage
1o carry forward

“linical courage in Rajasthan
Vidith Panchal, a physician, sees
hundreds of patients at Ra
village in the tribal belt of Udaipur
district. The PHC, called an Amrit clinic,
is run by BHS. There are six such clinics
serving close to 90,000 people in
southern Rajasthan. Primary healthcare
should connect with communities and
understand their problems and their
priorities, he says: “But [most] primary
healthcare [services] in Indi
conversation with communities. That's
the basic flaw”

Dr. Mohan wrote in a 2022 article in
BMIGH Blogs, “In India, a physician
working at a PHC is entrusted with

managing over 40 national heaith
programmes, the operations of the PHC
and 5 to 6 sub centres, attending and
conducting training initiatives, meetings,
documentation, and reporting, in
addition to seeing patients at the PHC."
Compassionate care is often difficult to
provide in this setting.

r. Panchal gave the example of
“Tukaram (name changed), a 22 year old
who had had tuberculosis for nearly a
decade. When Tukaram came t0 Dr.
Panchal, he could barely walk, a
weighed only 23 k. Dr. Panchal had seen
hundreds of such patient;
Rajasthan’s PHCs, often in the mining
districts. In 2023, India had a record 28
lakh TB cases, with 3 lakh deaths.
nxumm had also worked in mines for
decade. His treatment across
thre States had resuled I o
improvement. He had relapsed twice.

Physicians at PHCs usually refer such
patients to:a CHC or a district hospital.

Dr.

he

Mohan said. The reasons for mfcml may
be poor infrastructure,
drugs, patient safety,
consequences, r
transmiss
medicine. But compassionate care in this
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g that have

decades,

Photograph used for representational purposes only. GETTY IMAGES

case might warrant managing the patient
at the PHC. Dr. Panchal knew that
referring Tukaram to a CHC or higher
centre would only drain his health and
pocket, 50 he made sure Tukaram's family
was not exposed to T and gave the
young man access to pain relief medicines
through his final months.

Dr. Mohan called Dr. Panchal's decision
to put the patient’s needs at the centre,
“dlinical courage.” In the BMJ GH Blogs
article, she wrote that administrative and
dlinical workload, support from reporting
officers, support for clinical guidance,
and capacity for support staff can build
such courage and foster compassionate
care. In Rajasthan, this can mean having
community health workers accompany

nts (0 referrals, especially when
there are no family members; raising
awareness of national programmes for TB
and silicosis; ensuring diagnostics and
drugs are accessible; making home visits
and negotiating with families and
patients; and so on.

‘The Amrit clinics have thus seen a rise
in footfall: from around 40,000 patients
in 2021 to 51,930 in 2024, The vast
majority are members of Scheduled
“Tribes.

Dr. Mohan s

ys that while compassion

BHS works, “dignity

is perhiaps the most important value that

drives us and that is reinforced every
i

levels are treated with dignity and
respect, their talent is nurtured, = they
are valued. This has had positive effects
on patient interactions atall levels. “In
the goverment, one ses compasson s
missing: it s visible in the struggles
pressures of the auxiliary nurse e
the ASHAS [Accredited Social Health
Activists). If there was more compassion
for them, things would be so different,”

Helping survivors of violence
Praveena Ben (43) is an ASHA worker in
Borsan in Patan district, Gujarat. While
she has served a community of over 800

people for nearly a decade, identifying
and supporting survivors of violence were
not part of her duties. Three years after
she became an ASHA, Society
Women's Action and Training Initiatives
(SWATI), an M on violence
prevention, offered her this training. She
was taught to identify signs of abuse, have
discreet conversations during fieldwork
and home visits, and encourage them to
seek help through the primary health

A physician workingat a PHC is
managing 40 national health
ammes, operations of the PHC
and 50 6 sub centres, conducting
traiining . and meetings in addition o
seeing patients at the PHC

system.
“This training was useful during the
COVID9 pandemic, she says. Praveena
could identify women facing domestic
violence at home and convince them to
seck help at the nearest sub-centre,
where SWATI wouklsend a counsellr
WA ed this “upward referral”
chainto addressthe highly decentrafised,
multitiered rural health system in India.
By using existing infrastructure, the
system aims to address violence against
woren as a public health issue, ensuring
 compassonate respouse 3 every eve
\T1 has worked
with more. l| an -lﬂﬂ ASHA workers and
counsellors. A counsellor visits a
sub centre every few weeks or on
demand. ASHAS are empowered to refer
while keeping in mind 2 patient's needs,
their within

Tamil Nadu's health systems
University of Maryland research professor
Monica Das Gupta has studied how public
health systems in India and Sri Lanka are
structured, and respond to disasters and
epidemics. A 2019 paper she coauthored
noted that the Centre has tasked many
hasic services, including aspects of
sanitation and public health, to be
devolved from line agencies to elected
local bodies without strong mechanisms
10 ensure these bodies are held
accountable for their services
Inan interview, Dr. Das Gupta uses the
example of disaster management in India,
which typically involves the army
iministrative services rather than the
health system. In Odisha and West
lk-ngal both prone 0 cylones, these
ncies are deployed to respond to
disasters and 10 evacuate people. The
army is wellversed in public health and
sanitation measures. But the effectiveness

which authorities are involved. She
recalled visiting some districts in eastern
India after a cyclone where the local PHC
focused on supplying chlorine but lacked
broader engagement in disaster response.
When asked about the overall death toll,
they deferred to the police. Dr. Das Gupta
dd

hat while the PHC staff was
ledicated, they were not given traini
th measures to prevent disease
outbreaks after a disaster, as are their
counterparts in Tamil Nadu.

On the other hand, she lauded Tamil
Nadu's disaster preparedness,
emphasising that its public health staff
undergoes annual epidemic training. This
ensures that every level of the health
system ~ from entomologists in
to district health officers  knows
whatto do during  dizser During the.
2004 tsunami, Tamil Nadu’s A
workers coordinated with other
departments, ensuring proper disposal of
dead bodies; timely removal of dead
animals, fish, and fly control; followed by
ensuring sanitary conditions in temporary
housing for displaced populations and
food safety checks on donated food
supplies. Their preparedness is a result of
continuous training an
interdepartmental coordination, unlike
their counterparts in many other Sta
enal takes a considered approach
d that distributes

and the relevant national health policies.
Sub-centres, also called "Health and
Wellness Centres’ under the Ayushman
Bharat Scheme, are relatively
survivors' homes and thus more
accessible.

“At the sub-centre we only do the
counselling” SWATI founder-director
Poonam Kathuria said. For mediation and
further intervention, women are referred
1o district hospitals, bypassing the PHCs,
Ms. Kathuria said this ensures survivors

oser to the

lmmn\llnlmh between line agencies,
technical persomnel and elected

represe nd is governed by the
Chennai \|umu|ul( ‘orporation Act. Dr.
Das Gupta explains that Tamil Nadu's

ystem includes annual district level

eetings, where the roles of departments
are clearly defined, leading to effective
cooperation. Whereas other States
struggle with fragmented management,
lack of supervision, and ineffective
delegation, Tamil Nadu succeeds through

are not revealed in v, since
PHCs are accessed and staffed by
community members. ASHAS are able to
address sensitive issues in a culturally
appropriate manner, and create a safe
space. Thisis crucal i reduceth fear
nd st ed with reporting

mechanisms, and proactive disaster
response

People-centred healthcare
‘Two key takeaways of the WHO report
‘were that compassionate human

A strategy must
encompass systemic changes, resource
allocation, and capacity buikding to
effectively scale up the responsiveness
and compassion demonstrated by ASHAS
in addressing women’s health and needs.
Primary healthcare systems should be

e included

in primary health protocols

Lationships, built on trust and mutual
Tespect, are the bedrock of high-quality
care delivery in primary healthcare
systems and that when the levers of this
system operate with compassion, they
can effectively respond to the unique
needs of different populations.
(Mahima Jain is an independent journalist
covering the socio-economics of gender,
environment and health.
mhmajain@gmail.com)

are, drive responsiveness, and meet the public health needs of the community;
anding the compulsions of the patient will make every visit more productive and help people to overcome their fears of the system and social pressures

THE GIST

mmmmu e care

g
and negotiating with fami
and patients

et care positively o 3l
5. "In the govemment,

missing: it is visible in the
struggles and pressures of
auxiliary nurse midwives,
ASHAS. If there

sta om
ASHAS offer support and
address sensit
culturally appropriste manner

Compassionin
Primary Healthcare

T fAs Fareey
SEHT A HSUIT

Cases from tribal, rural,

and urban India show
how compassion helps
deliver better care,
drive responsiveness,
and meet the public
health needs of the

community. 3mfeard,
areior 3R Al R &
AH ¥ g1 I § 6
HEUT Hhd g SEHT
YeTd FI, STaTaee) 9T
3R woger i aEafaE
T HTTAIFH AT FI
QT FI A AGG AT ¢
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Understanding the compulsions of the patient will make every visit more productive and
help people to overcome their fears of the system and social pressures. FIST T

FSTRT T FHSTAT &Y AR 1 3178 JHTdY Fa1 a1 3R] 191t 3t JoTrelt 3R] ArATfS garar
o 3T T g el H Hee |

WHO'’s Call for Compassion in Primary Healthcare

SeeqUIAHT Y YIATAF FareeT S@HT # FI0M HY 3rdter

In January 2024, the World Health Organization (WHO) published a report calling for
compassion in primary healthcare systems. STeTa{l 2024 #, faeq TaELT HIdT (WHO)

o T ROIE gamifRia 1 foas wrafie Tareey @t Yonfordt & FIOI Sy 3TaTehdr
TS TS|

“Compassion — characterised by awareness, empathy, and action — is identified as a
transformative force for PHC, driving quality care and health system transformation,”

the report read. RTE 7 g1 a1, ‘%o — S s SIerear, Ferepfa 3R F¥ars g
IR gl § — ol IAfAF Faeeg @1 (PHC) & Torv aRadaaRY ofdd & &9 #
g dTAT AT § 17

“Compassionate primary healthcare means being responsive, adapting to the

community’s needs, and also includes a focus on quality, through training, audits,
hand-holding, and on-the-job support,” says Sanjana Brahmawar Mohan, physician

and co-founder of Udaipur-based non-profit Basic Health Services (BHS). @l
FEHAR Arga, Rfshcae 3R sea Ry IR-amersrt affw ou afddsr (BHS) #1 ws-
HEATI HEcll o, “FEONHAT TATAEF FAELT SGHTA &l AT ¢ Farace), GHET HY
ITERIAFATIH & AR Sol=ll IR FiRYeTor, 3Hifde, At 3R FEAvyT W gg™ar &
ATETH @ F[OTaEr R T ST |”

Primary Healthcare System in India

AR A NTATAF T SEHTT YOITel

India has an extensive primary healthcare system. There are sub-centres in remote
areas serving 3,000-5,000 people, Primary Health Centres (PHCs) serving 20,000-
30,000 people, and Community Health Centres (CHCs) for 80,000-120,000 people.

HRT H Ueh SAT9F TR Fareed S@HT YOTTell § | GIeToT & 8131 #H 3,000-5,000 delf &
forT 39-dF¢, 20,000-30,000 &Y & forw yrafds T2y g (PHC) 31X 80,000-1,20,000
it & fore ameTeie ¥areey &% (CHC) £
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e Inall, there are 1.6 lakh sub-centres, 26,636 PHCs, and 6,155 CHCs, according to the
National Health Mission. TSERT TR fAAT & ITAR, Fef AT 1.6 A1 39-F,

26,636 PHC 31X 6,155 CHC &1
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Three Instances of Compassion in Health Systems
TR YUY & HEOM & it 3gT8I0T

e Let us take a close look at three instances of compassion in health systems — one each
in arural, an urban, and a tribal area.

378U g TATELT YUTITeldl H o0l o dlel 361801 T AT T oK 3Tl — Teh ATHIOT, TH
ergdl 31 v anfeardt a7 A

e These examples provide a sense of grounding, show the importance of prioritising
certain aspects at all times, especially in a crisis, and call for the display of courage to

carry forward. ¥ 3eTeoT [EURAT T 31379 I &, Hohe o THY AT &7 & & Ggef3ii i
FrATAFAT ot & HAgcd o fe@ra & 3R 38 319 sgi & foIv |1gw fe@mey &Y 3maeTshdr &1
@ifhd AT &

Clinical Courage in Rajasthan
ST A Ao agd

e Vidith Panchal, a physician, sees hundreds of patients at Ravaj, a remote village in the
tribal belt of Udaipur district. The PHC, called an Amrit clinic, is run by BHS. fafea
YT, Ueh Tfeheden, 3R foret & anfeardt &t & Taet A1He qlerst & 9l # Jehst
FUST 1 3@ 8| I FFafaa dAesw I8 PHC, BHS gary Harfad g1

e There are six such clinics serving close to 90,000 people in southern Rajasthan.

STEOT TSTEATA & ST 90,000 ANt T VAT Y T o W [Faafae &

e Primary healthcare should connect with communities and understand their problems and
priorities, he says: “But most primary healthcare services in India lack that

conversation with communities. That's the basic flaw.” @ Fga g & wrafaes oy
CTHTS 3l HHACTAT I 51T TV 3R IeTeht FATIIHT IR ITATASATIN T FHSTAT =TT
"olfehet SR # rfranier wrafAes Fareey Fant # 97 ware 731 o1 I8 AT @A g1

e Dr. Mohan wrote in a 2022 article in BMJ GH Blogs, “In India, a physician working at a
PHC is entrusted with managing over 40 national health programmes, operations of

the PHC and 5 to 6 sub centres, attending and conducting training initiatives,
meetings, documentation, and reporting, in addition to seeing patients at the PHC.”

31. AgA o 2022 # BMJ GH Blogs & Ueh i@ & for@r, "#Rd &, T PHC H SRR
Rafrcaes & 40 ¥ 31T TSET TaRLT FEFAT, PHC & TaTel 3 5 F 6 39-Fal &
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JaereT, TIAGTOT 9gel, doh!, graraeiieIor 3T Raiféer & grer-arer &8s i g@ it
SRy & S &1

Compassionate care is often difficult to provide in this setting. 3 cIdTAT H HEUMTHY

STHT YT YT T Hiod giar gl

Example of Compassionate Care for TB Patient

A& AN & AT FIUTHT SEHTT HT 3STEI0T

Dr. Panchal gave the example of Tukaram (hame changed), a 22-year-old who had had
tuberculosis for nearly a decade. 3T. FaTel & JHRIH (I g3 ATA) T 3aTeXoT i, St

22 g a7 3R oRTeTeT 10 aut & At & DT ar|

When Tukaram came to Dr. Panchal, he could barely walk and weighed only 23 kg. Sis
TehRTHA ST, Tel o UTH 31T, ot a8 ARl § ool UT TGT AT iR 3HHT Tofel shael 23
e |

In 2023, India had a record 28 lakh TB cases, with 3 lakh deaths. 2023 & ¥Rd H 28
@ At AT 311 3 arE Al g Y TS|

Tukaram had also worked in mines for nearly a decade and had relapsed twice after
treatment in three States. JERIA = S3T87T 10 T8t deh @arat H #ff e frar a1 3R e

TSN H STl o 916 &1 TR 3R START T & 39737 21|

Challenges in PHCs and Clinical Courage

PHC # gatfaat 3k derfas arew

Physicians at PHCs usually refer such patients to a CHC or district hospital which is

usually 50-70 km away. PHC # fafehcaen 3#7aR 9X ¥ A3 @t CHC 31 foreT 3reqdrer
7 AT €, I AR R 50-70 Fre#teT gT @1ar &1

The reasons for referral may be poor infrastructure, lack of lifesaving drugs, patient
safety, medico-legal consequences, risk of community transmission, or evidence-

based medicine. Yhel & HROT @I fAATEY g, SiaeT Tatsh qansit 1 Falt, 7l Hr
&, FTofelt AR, FIHCTAF HHHCT HT Gl AT W& Irenier Fafrear g denc 8|
But compassionate care in this case might warrant managing the patient at the PHC.
SifeheT 3T AT H FIUTAT STHTA o dgd FLT T Sellel PHC TR &1 et 3T 2Tl

Dr. Panchal ensured that Tukaram’s family was not exposed to TB and gave him
access to pain relief medicines through his final months. 3¥. gaTer 3 gia e foar fa
THERHA & IREAR F1 Eeft T T 7 8 3 34 A7 7T 7 3¢ g IR gare 3ucsy
S|
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e Dr. Mohan called Dr. Panchal’s decision to put the patient’s needs at the centre,

"clinical courage." 8f. gl o HAIST T FTHFIAT T IATRSAT So¥ & 1. T & T Y
"sigTieid A" FeT

Ways to Foster Compassionate Care

FIUTHY SEHAT ! gG1dT &of & YT

e Administrative and clinical workload, support from reporting officers, support for
clinical guidance, and capacity for support staff can build such courage and foster

compassionate care. FmfAF AR Aeifa®w FRUR, Raifér srfeREt @ gade, dafas
ARG ¥ AT T 3 WeTad FATIREY F¥ a77ar 0aT Aed Fhfad a Gaha 8 3R
FEUTTHT SEHT T J&raT S bl &

¢ In Rajasthan, this can mean having community health workers accompany patients to
referrals, raising awareness of TB and silicosis programmes, ensuring diaghostics

and drugs are accessible, and making home visits. mﬁmaﬁ%m
FATELY FRAFATIT T T o TolT FSAT oh A1 HotaT, et 3R RAfewfaw sriwat & at
A SATEFHAT FGTT, THETOT 3 GaATT GoIsT AT 3N ER-UT ST FATHRTA H LT |

Impact of Compassionate Care in Rajasthan
TAELTA H HEUMHYT SHHT HT THTT

e The Amrit clinics have seen a rise in footfall: from around 40,000 patients in 2021 to

51,930 in 2024. 3 fFeifere & FISI H T A J&f g% & 2021 & ST 40,000

AT A FTeh 2024 H 51,930 81 TS|
o The vast majority of patients are members of Scheduled Tribes. 37f&reRrer ﬂﬁ?ﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂﬁ?—l’
AT & G &

Dignity and Compassion in Healthcare
TATELY S@HT H FATS 3T FHUM

e Dr. Mohan says that while compassion is central to the way BHS works, "dignity is
perhaps the most important value that drives us." 7. #1gsT gdT & & STaih BHS & FT

A HUN &g 3 &, "HFAT AT T Agea ol Hed & S & IR e 81
e BHS ensures staff at all levels are treated with dignity and respect, their talent is

nurtured, and they are valued. BHS g &iar § for weft Tt & swetaniat & ary
FFATA 3R 31X & TTY TagR fhaT ST, 3e7h hierel FI WicaTied fohaT ST 3R 3¢ Agcd
e s
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« This has had positive effects on patient interactions at all levels. 8T AT o TTYT TAT

TR W AHRIcHS TG 93T ¢

¢ “In the government, one sees compassion is missing: it is visible in the struggles and
pressures of the auxiliary nurse midwives, ASHAs (Accredited Social Health

Activists). "HIRRY STGEYT H FHIUM T AT TIs¢ G & T8 HeTHH A9 [Asarseq, mam
HIARATIAT & T 3R gamar 7 @S gargl”
 If there was more compassion for them, things would be so different. 379K 3« 9fc

31fRrep FEoT @i, Y ETelTe Il 37ereT gl |

Helping survivors of violence

fear @ fifgat Hr geraar #m

e Praveena Ben (43) is an ASHA worker in Borsan in Patan district, Gujarat.
AT ST (43) ST & UTeeT foret & ST A Ueh AT FREAFAT o |

e While she has served a community of over 800 people for nearly a decade, identifying
and supporting survivors of violence were not part of her duties.

a6 T UF T § 800 & Jrfera it ohy Fagery o Gar o QT 8, oifehet TEam & Pfsdt
FI ugareT 3R ETIdT AT 39 T T [G&dT g AT

e Three years after she became an ASHA, Society for Women’s Action and Training
Initiatives (SWATI), an NGO working on violence prevention, offered her this training.

3TRIT 7ot o el FTeTr d1G, fETT T AHATH W FIHF et dTell Th NGO, SWATI, & 3o¢ I8
GTRI&T0T YeTe foha|

e She was taught to identify signs of abuse, have discreet conversations during fieldwork
and home visits, and encourage them to seek help through the primary health system.

3¢ GedaER & Hehel Tgdlelall, hlesde 3R BRI & GR & aRTeT MU dicreid e, 3R
TR TITELT YUl & ATETH § Heg ool & folv IRT 3= f{@rar aram|

e This training was useful during the COVID-19 pandemic, she says.
g e & foh 78 ITRIGTOT HIfIs-10 FERARY & eRTet 3Tah Tnfad g3

e Praveena could identify women facing domestic violence at home and convince them to
seek help at the nearest sub-centre, where SWATI would send a counsellor.

aoT eXe] fEaT et W ARt T ugaret H 9$ 3R 3¢ [AeredH g9-Hex 9w Hergar
I & fT #7918, S8 SWATI Teh 13T eR TdT AT

e SWATI designed this “upward referral” chain to address the highly decentralised,
multi-tiered rural health system in India.

SWATI & HIRe T Heaeh fasheiehe, Ig-FIT ATHITT TARELY JUTTel T HSITAT YA
T I “3r9as YT AT Sol15 |

e By using existing infrastructure, the system aims to address violence against women as
a public health issue, ensuring a compassionate response at every level of care.
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mayaﬂwwmgc, Ig YOTTell HTg3iT & T&elr g 1 Araaifas Faes Jeg
& 9 H FeIAT I & 3R & TR N Aerepsqfaqer gfafram giared wicd &

e Since 2012, SWATI has worked with more than 400 ASHA workers and counsellors.
2012 &, SWATI & 400 & 31ftrer 3mem H1RAFaT3i 3T FE3TeRT & T2y H1H Far g

e A counsellor visits a sub-centre every few weeks or on demand.
Teh ISHER Y S il & AT A U Teh Fel-HT T SRT AT B

o ASHAs are empowered to refer while keeping in mind a patient’s needs, their
relationships within communities, and the relevant national health policies.

TR SHRHATHT T ALY T ST, FHETT & AR 3o Haell 3R Fefera Todg Faeey
STt 3T AT H TG §T BT el T HTPR &

e Sub-centres, also called ‘Health and Wellness Centres’ under the Ayushman Bharat
Scheme, are relatively closer to the survivors’ homes and thus more accessible.

I-H I AGSHATT HRA IS & o ‘§6T US Ioai® W o Fgl S g, 3R A
ST & ERT o Aidreh 3T 31fereh Forsr gl 8|

o “At the sub-centre we only do the counselling,” SWATI founder-director Poonam
Kathuria said.

SWATI &1 HEATIh-TAeRTeh oo FYRAT o heT, “He-HeT H §H shaol hISHTclaT el 6 1"
o For mediation and further intervention, women are referred to district hospitals,
bypassing the PHCs.

HETELAT 3T 30T T g&d8T & ToIw, Afgerm3it & fora srevarat & Yo fvar sirar g,
Y PHC &1 S1I91d T ST 1

e Ms. Kathuria said this ensures survivors are not revealed in the community, since PHCs
are accessed and staffed by community members.

AAN HYRAT ¥ T o 38 Tg AR gielm & fob NSl T vgred ey # 399R =
g1, Fifeh PHC 3 HHER o ST 3TA-SiTd 3R R 81 &1

e ASHAs are able to address sensitive issues in a culturally appropriate manner, and
create a safe space.

TR Hrdehctt HdewTelTel FHeal i HiEehicieh & & 3UGerd deh & FEITT & 9Tl § 3R
Teh GRIATC aTcATaRoT Srell &

e This is crucial to reduce the fear and stigma associated with reporting violence.
Ig feam s RAET & 5131 3T 3R Felah 1 o el o [T dge ST &

o A multifaceted strategy must encompass systemic changes, resource allocation, and
capacity building to effectively scale up the responsiveness and compassion
demonstrated by ASHAs.

agmwﬁm:ﬂﬁrﬁmsﬁmrw,m?ﬁaﬁm, 3R erFar [@HT enfAe gl
IRV clieh I3 SaRT @S 978 HdewTeiierar 3R FeTeIs{fcl T caTaeh & I 39T ST
T |

e Primary healthcare systems should be identified as a pivotal first stop for women, and
gender-sensitive and trauma-informed care should be included in primary health
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protocols.

WA TARELT YOIl &l A3 o fTT Fgeaqot wus g9 fig & &9 & qgr=ir Sie
Mg T, 3R dAffrF-wagarelia a elar-qfa dwsire &1 wruffs Taee diehio 7 enfée
[ERIRCIGIEIHY

Tamil Nadu’s health systems

AfAETg A1 T JorTel!

University of Maryland research professor Monica Das Gupta has studied how public
health systems in India and Sri Lanka are structured, and respond to disasters and
epidemics.

Ifaafidr 3w Aels 1 ey NheR AT I I[Tar ¥ 3R 3R Aol Hr AdsTiorn
TITELY JOTTIAT &Y TR 3R 3MET3i  AGEIRAT & Ui 3e7ehr wiafshar & sreaaet frar
gl

A 2019 paper she coauthored noted that the Centre has tasked many basic services to
elected local bodies without strong accountability mechanisms.

2019 ¥ HE-AfWT T AT 9 # g1 71T b g A S FIAAIET Fasit b vt wureiar
forerrat st |t feam §, oifehet 3ok fore Aot STaracgl o w1éT S=1rw arv |

In an interview, Dr. Das Gupta uses the example of disaster management in India, which
typically involves the army and administrative services rather than the health system.

Teh HT&TTceh X #, 1. ST I[CclT o $TReT 3 3TUET TeEreT T 3eTeI0T i, St AR oX el
3R yerafaE Jarst I fAe Far §, o o Fareey ol &

In Odisha and West Bengal, both prone to cyclones, these agencies are deployed to
respond to disasters and to evacuate people.

Fif3em v afRa# Faner, S ThaTd-TauT 817 €, I8 3T TSIl bl Tar3it i gfafsear
3R e 1 T & forw dara fohar Srar g1

The army is well-versed in public health and sanitation measures, but the
effectiveness of the response can vary depending on the involved authorities.

T AidoT o T2y 3N Faooar 3ural & gfAfag &, afeha gfafsar r gamaeiear
oA IFIRAT W IR T &

She recalled visiting some districts in eastern India after a cyclone where the local PHC
focused on supplying chlorine but lacked broader engagement in disaster response.

3egiel qal SR & H© ToTell hT ITT T AT, oharT, ST81 Tehdld & e AT PHC dhael
FolIIeT T 3MYfet 9X i AT 3R 3mmver wfafshar & sardes sefiqy 8T o |

When asked about the overall death toll, they deferred to the police.

SIS el o HEAT o aR A YT 31T, Al Segiad Jiod T 3R Fehel Y ferm|
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Dr. Das Gupta adds that while the PHC staff was dedicated, they were not given training
in public health measures to prevent disease outbreaks after a disaster.

ST. & I[CclT & SiTsT foh 870t § PHC o1 Tt THTI T, Afehel 376 31T9eT & aTe; 9T thefta
I Uehed & TIT AT v Fareed 3UTT 1 WiA&TOr e feam ara 2|

On the other hand, she lauded Tamil Nadu’s disaster preparedness, emphasising that
its public health staff undergoes annual epidemic training.

@l 3R, Sogie ARy Y ATIeT AT 1 FeiaT 1 3R T i a8l @1 Ardstiorh
TITELY T AT AFTARY TFARTOT I AT ¢

During the 2004 tsunami, Tamil Nadu’s health workers coordinated with other
departments for proper disposal of bodies, animal remains, and ensuring sanitation and
food safety.

2004 T GaATHY & ERTeT, ATACIATS & TaELd FHARIT A 317 [ & AT GHead
foham, T IRT, SeTaRT & 3rast &1 3T Auere fhar 3R Tawadr T ey grar
giafaa &

Their preparedness is a result of continuous training and interdepartmental
coordination, unlike many other States.

3eTehr R faaR wfdretor 3R sl goead 1 oA §, 3 3 Ut F 3H 85 2

Chennai takes a considered approach to devolution, governed by the Chennai
Municipal Corporation Act.

deets TARAIenoT & Uil Teh Hfeldl TTSChIOT 3UaATAT &, ST Aeers IR fovarer arfarfarrsr
ZaRT i YT 8

Tamil Nadu’s system includes annual district-level meetings, where roles of
departments are clearly defined.

dffereTg & yotrel 7 aifde -l do& enfAer 8, Stel [l & {fRewT Tuse &9 &
TR gl &

Other States struggle with fragmented management, lack of supervision, and ineffective
delegation, whereas Tamil Nadu succeeds through structured governance and
accountability mechanisms.

3T Ty TaETSd Tavie, ot shr aval, 31X 3rgemme foraerT iust @ Sfeid 8, STafe
AfACATS Herfde emet 3R Faraadl a7 & ATEAH § Theldl TIod T ¢

People-centred healthcare
TeA-higa FaEeT g@HTT

Two key takeaways of the WHO report were that compassionate human
relationships, built on trust and mutual respect, are the bedrock of high-quality care in
primary healthcare.

WHO Reaté &t &Y e arel of 3 farearr 3k ot woamer o¥ 3menRa weregerforgor
AT W, TR Fareey S@HTe 7 3T I[UTardT dTell Hal & 3TUR &
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* When the levers of this system operate with compassion, they can effectively respond
to the unique needs of different populations.
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