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India’s ‘Operation
Brahma’ kicks off:
Modi reaches out

[GS Paper i |
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke with the Senior
General of the Myanmar
junta, Aung Min Hlaing, on
Saturday, assuring him of
“humanitarian assistance”
from India to deal with the
devastating aftermath of
Friday’s earthquake.

Their conversation was
held hours after India start-
ed ‘Operation Brahma’ to
assist Myanmar, where ov-
er 1,600 people have died,
and many are trapped in
the debris. The Ministry of
External Affairs said that
no Indian citizen was
among the casualties.

The MEA also empha-
sised that it is coordinating
rescue and relief efforts
through the Myanmar go-
vernment, run by the mili-
tary junta, though a large
chunk of quake-hit areas
are under rebel control.

‘In solidarity’

“Spoke with Senior Gener-
al H.E. Min Aung Hlaing of
Myanmar. Conveyed our
deep condolences at the
loss of lives in the devastat-
ing earthquake. As a close
friend and neighbour, In-
dia stands in solidarity
with the people of Myan-
mar in this difficult hour,”
Mr. Modi said.

“Diasaster relief mate-
rial, humanitarian assis-
tance, search and rescue
teams are being expedi-
tiously dispatched to the
affected areas as part of

Operation Brahma,” Mr.
Modi said.

India began sending hu-
manitarian assistance ear-
ly Saturday morning when
a C130 aircraft of the In-
dian Air Force took off
from the Hindon airbase
and landed in Yangon. This
was followed by two more
aircraft carrying relief ma-
terials to Myanmar. In an
unscheduled media brief-
ing, the MEA said that In-

dia would alsosetup a field

hospital in the earthquake-
hit region.

‘First responder’

“India has been playing the
role of first responder in
such situations. Last year
when Cyclone Yagi had
struck, we had responded
to assist the government
and people of Myanmar.
We would do our best to
provide relief, rescue and
whatever assistance is re-
quired to deal with the ca-
lamity,” said MEA spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal.

He added that no casual-
ty has been reported so far
from the community of
50,000 to 60,000 Indian
nationals living in Myan-
mar. “We have a large In-
dian diaspora in Myanmar
— almost two million — and
we are in touch with those
organisations,” said Mr.
Jaiswal.

The Indian Navy has al-
so prepared four ships for
the HADR (Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster
Response) operation in
Myanmar.

Operation Brahma: India’s Humanitarian
Aid to Myanmar

HTRAA A7 FAR & AT aRa i1
ATAG T HETIdT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke with
Senior General Aung Min Hlaing of the
Myanmar junta on Saturday, assuring him of
“humanitarian assistance” from India to deal
with the devastating aftermath of Friday’s
earthquake.

YT A¥g AlGl o AfATR FY FIAR T &
aR™S STeTter AT fAT E@TST & a1 1 3R PFar
¥ HFT & fAamrsrt yog & fAvea & R ara @

" AT HTIAT" St T 3TRaTHT f&aT|

e Their conversation took place hours after India launched
“Operation Brahma” to assist Myanmar, where over 1,600
people have died, and many are trapped under debris.

3eTehT STcTeic] HR EaRT " AT FEH" YT FIA & FS G G
&S, Torae FITAR T Fgg &1 37 I ¢, STeT 1,600 F AfAF it
Y ke &1 Y ¥ 30T o ot erd o g

e The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) stated that no
Indian citizen was among the casualties.

fa&er #ATeT (MEA) & T i gatgdl & FIS i IR A
A T &1

e The MEA also emphasized that India is coordinating
rescue and relief efforts through the Myanmar military
government, even though a large portion of the quake-hit
areas is under rebel control.
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India Stands in Solidarity
HIT TholcdT A @3T &

“Spoke with Senior General H.E. Min Aung Hlaing of Myanmar. Conveyed our deep
condolences for the loss of lives in the devastating earthquake. India stands in
solidarity with the people of Myanmar in this difficult time,” said Prime Minister Modi.

" qiss Tt T.§. FAT 30T EATEeT & 91 1| HAF ${FT H 1T a1 I Mg HIgaA
SqFA Y| 0N 3 FioeT GAT H FAAR F 19T & WY Thofeam ¥ GsT 5," LTI Ay o
el

Disaster relief material, humanitarian assistance, and search and rescue teams are
being rapidly dispatched to affected areas as part of Operation Brahma.

ITYST Ted HIHA, AT TETIdT, 31X @S U9 9919 Sal ol 3TI2q §8H7 & ded deit &
A A #H AT AT @I

India began sending humanitarian aid on early Saturday morning when a C-130
aircraft of the Indian Air Force took off from Hindon airbase and landed in Yangon.

AR o ATAAR Gag AT T ATl YT Y, ST HRAT TR HT C-130 AT
fEseT TIRAW @ 33T T T q§u| I
This was followed by two more aircraft carrying relief materials to Myanmar.

T d1c &Y 3 AT 3 Wed N & 1Y FIAR F AT 3377 937|

In an unscheduled media briefing, the MEA announced that India would set up a
field hospital in the earthquake-hit region.

3rarersh gars g Af3Ar ffther 7, Rger Farery 7 @ o R s(Fy wenfaa &7 7
TF $leg FETATer TYTAT H91T|

India: The First Responder
A 9ol 3cRaldr

“India has always played the role of first responder in such situations. Last year,
when Cyclone Yagi hit Myanmar, India provided assistance. We will continue to
provide relief, rescue, and other necessary help,” said MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal.

"R o FHAT X/ FTAT 7 Ugel SeRaran 1 ${fAewT XS 7| Rroor a1, 19 Tohara Il
FIAR A SHIET AT, a9 Y TR o Fg1Iar &) Y| g9 Ted, 919 3 37 3raeT+ Acg &
& forw ufaeey &, e #arera & vaarar R sraare o Fa1|
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e No casualties have been reported among the 50,000 to 60,000 Indian nationals living
in Myanmar.

FIAR & I@aT arer 50,000 & 60,000 amamﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁémaﬁgmél

e India has alarge diaspora of about 2 million people in Myanmar, and the
government is in touch with their organizations.

FITATT H ST 20 TG HRAT Tar W@t &, 3R AHR 319 FEAT31T & F9F # B
e The Indian Navy has also prepared four ships for the Humanitarian Assistance and
Disaster Response (HADR) operation in Myanmar. R ST o 3T AT Heradr

31 3muer yfafdFar (HADR) 31fae & T aR sierer R e &

SC to hear Tushar Gandhi’s
plea against Tenovation’ of
Sabarmati Ashram on April 1

|GS Paper II: Polity |
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Mahatma Gandhi’s great-
grandson has moved the
Supreme Court, raising
concerns over the Gujarat
government’s “renova-
tion” of Sabarmati Ash-
ram, saying the project had
been envisaged in a man-
ner contrary to the spirit
and ethos of Gandhian
simplicity.

A Bench of Justices M.M.
Sundresh and Rajesh Bin-
dal is scheduled on April 1
to hear Tushar Gandhi’s
appeal against a Septem-
ber 8, 2022 decision of the
Gujarat High Court, which
rejected his plea against
the State government’s
proposed transformation
of the ashram.

Plan for ‘theme park’

“The Sabarmati Ashram
stands as a testament to
the legacy of Mahatma
Gandhi and his pivotal role
in India’s Freedom Strug-
gle. The proposed renova-
tion project militates
against Article 39 of the

Peace icon: A statue of
Mahatma Gandhi at Sabarmati
Ashram in Ahmedabad.

Constitution, which em-
phasises on prevention of
accumulation of wealth,
and Article 49 of the Con-
stitution, which emphasis-
es on protection of monu-
ments and places of
national importance. The
Sabarmati Ashram is pro-
posed to be transformed
into a theme park, making
a mockery of the teachings
of Gandhi,” the special
leave petition, represented
by advocates Kaleeswaram
Raj, Nishe Rajen Shonker,
and Thulasi K. Raj,
submitted.

The petition sought a

stay on activities and con-
struction linked to the pro-
ject in order to protect the
cultural heritage of Sabar-
mati Ashram as a marker of
a national memory. It ar-
gued that “cultural herit-
age, in all its forms, was in-
extricably linked to the
fundamental principles of
human dignity and equali-
ty, warranting robust legal
and institutional protec-
tion on a global scale”.

Mr. Gandhi, in his peti-
tion, pleaded that histori-
cal monuments which
have existed for over a cen-
tury would come within
the ambit of the Ancient
Monuments Act. The Sa-
barmati Ashram was
founded by Mahatma
Gandhi in 1917. “India has
duty to protect and pre-
serve culturally and histor-
ically significant sites such
as the Sabarmati Ashram,”
the petition said.

The State, in an affidavit
in the High Court, had stat-
ed the project would not
alter the topography of the
ashram nor go against
Gandhian ethos.

SC to hear Tushar Gandhi’s
plea against ‘renovation’ of
Sabarmati Ashram on April
1

1 3T Y FEAC 3THA &
AdSRIOT F @ATE qIR
amreft Y FrfRreT T gl F1E
AT H

. Mahatma Gandhi’s great-
grandson, Tushar Gandhi, has moved the
Supreme Court, raising concerns over the
Gujarat government’s “renovation” of
Sabarmati Ashram, saying the project
goes against the spirit and ethos of
Gandhian simplicity.

HeETcAT e & WU, R aneft, o gt
HIE H AT SRR T 8, TSTHH Sogiel Torrd
AER F A A F “AdIAIHOr T
T 15 &, I8 ed @%%qﬂ@m
TefiardY Ferar I H1aT 3R ARt &
&em® g1

. A Bench of Justices M.M.
Sundresh and Rajesh Bindal is scheduled

to hear Tushar Gandhi’'s appeal against a September 8, 2022 decision of the Gujarat
High Court, which rejected his plea against the state government’s proposed
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transformation of the ashram.

FATEfet .. eI AR TSter Riger i v F7 A R et f @ifenr ) 8 Raaw
2022 T $7elT Golol & ToIT feiRa foram &, forest eid 3= ~arined & T ¥R &
HTHA & gEdarfad IR & Qe 3eTehr 1fIenr sr @ikt foar o

e The proposed renovation project is said to militate against Article 39 and Article 49
of the Constitution, which deal with prevention of accumulation of wealth and
protection of national monuments.

YA AAIRIOT TRAISTAT T HIAUTT & 3HeTes 39 3R Hegeda 49 & Wl FcArdm
AT 8, ST T T Y Vbt 3 AT FART T FI&T & e &

o Sabarmati Ashram is proposed to be transformed into a theme park, which the
petitioners argue would make a mockery of Gandhi's teachings.

HETH 3T 1 fieT I H Seelel T AT 8, T Tt I8 e gu it &
3N T ASATF delled ST Al &1

e The petition seeks a stay on activities and construction linked to the project to
protect the cultural heritage of Sabarmati Ashram.

It 7 58 TR & 31 fafafery st fsTor o A wener iy Hjer v a1 § i
AT ITHH Y WIEH T GG hl 67T i ST Feh |

e Tushar Gandhi's petition argues that historical monuments that have existed for over
a century come under the Ancient Monuments Act.

IR aTielY <y AT F Ig T o 4 § o e TR, S v 9l @ st aew
¥ 31fedca # €, rdie TR AfAfaH & dgd 3 &

e Sabarmati Ashram was founded by Mahatma Gandhi in 1917 and India has a duty to
protect and preserve culturally and historically significant sites.

TETACA ATAHA AGTeAT el gaRT 1917 7 FATRG o a1m A7 3R HRA 7 &hcled ¢ o ag
arEpfas AR AT T & Ayt Tl Hir T8 3R wamor Y|

e The State government in an affidavit had stated that the project would not alter the
topography of the ashram nor go against Gandhian ethos.

T TN o Ueh FTAARGATAT H U gl AT Tob TRATSTAT HTHH Y TUATHIA HY 5181 agaiit
3R o & 38 mefiard) ARt F e sreai|
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What are the rules on judicial transfers?

Why has Justice Yashwant Varma been transferred to the Allahabad High Court? Why is there a
recommendation that Parliament establish a Judicial Council to oversee appointments and
transfers? Why was the National Judicial Appointments Commission Act struck down?

S Paper II:
AarJudiciary The Justice transfers must serve public interest and improve
Varma case the administration of justice. Justice J.S. Verma,

The story so far: has who authored the judgment, further clarified

n March 28, the Union government reignited that the CJI must consult the Chief Justice of the

notified the repatriation of Justice < concerned High Court, relevant Supreme Court

Yashwant Varma to his parent High pf)]lllcal judges, and at least one senior High Court judge

Court in Allahabad, where he had discourse or any other individual whose views are deemed
previously served as a judge. The decision on judicial significant, including senior members of the Bar,
comes amid allegations that charred currency appoint- where appropriate. The Court further reasoned
notes were recovered from his residence after a ments that involving multiple judges in the
fire. His transfer was proposed after Delhi High decision-making process serves as an inherent
Court Chief Justice D.K. Upadhyaya sought an safeguard against arbitrariness. Consequently, it
in-house inquiry into the matter. However, limited judicial review of transfer decisions,
Justice Varma has denied the allegations, calling asserting that such matters should remain
them a “conspiracy to malign” him. insulated from “legislative debates”.

Notably, the Court clarified that a judge’s
How are High Court judges transferred? consent is not a prerequisite for either an initial
Article 222(1) of the Constitution empowers the or subsequent transfer. In the Third Judges case
President, in consultation with the Chief Justice (1998), it further refined the collegium system,
of India (CJI), to transfer a judge from one High mandating that transfer recommendations be
Court to another. This provision has been the made by the CJI in consultation with the four
subject of extensive judicial interpretation, seniormost judges. It required inputs from
particularly through three rulings known as the Supreme Court judges who had previously
First, Second, and Third Judges cases. served in the High Court from which the judge
In S.P. Gupta versus President of India (1981), was being transferred. Following the collegium’s

commonly referred to as the First Judges case, recommendation, the Law Minister reviews it
the Supreme Court held that consultation with and advises the Prime Minister, who then
the CJI did not necessitate concurrence, thereby forwards the recommendation to the President.
affirming the executive’s primacy in judicial Once approved, the transfer is formalised
appointments and transfers. However, this through a gazette notification, and the judge
position was overturned in Supreme Court assumes office in the new High Court.
Advocates-on-Record Association versus Union of
India (1993), or the Second Judges case, where What are the criticisms?
the Court institutionalised the collegium system. A recent report by the Geneva-based
The ruling established that in the event of a International Commission of Jurists (IC]) raises
disagreement between the President and the serious concerns about judicial independence in
CJ1, the latter’s opinion would prevail. More India, citing growing executive interference,
importantly, the Court underscored that judicial opacity in appointments, and weak

accountability mechanisms. It highlighted that
judicial transfers, carried out without the
affected judge’s consent, are often justified on
ambiguous grounds such as “public interest”
and the “better administration of justice.” This,
the report noted, makes it difficult to distinguish
legitimate transfers from punitive or retaliatory
actions. To mitigate these concerns, the ICJ
recommended that Parliament establish a
“Judicial Council” to oversee appointments and
transfers based on transparent, objective, and
predetermined criteria.

What happened to the National Judicial
Appointments Commission Act?

To address concerns over the collegium system’s
opacity, the Narendra Modi government in 2014
proposed sweeping reforms to judicial
appointments. In August, Parliament enacted

In the works: Allahabad High Court lawyers stage a strike over Delhi High the Constitution (99th Amendment) Act, 2014,
Court Justice Yashwant Varma’s transfer, in Prayagraj on March 25. aNI and the National Judicial Appointments

Rules on Judicial Transfers

~1AF TYTTAIT ) 97
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Commission (NJAC) Act, 2014, establishing an
independent body to replace the collegium
system for appointing judges to the Supreme
Court and High Courts. The NJAC was to be
chaired by the CJI and include the two
senior-most Supreme Court judges, the Union
Law Minister, and two eminent civil society
members. One would be nominated by a panel
comprising the CJI, Prime Minister, and Leader
of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, while the
other had to belong to the Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes, or
be a woman. The amendment witnessed rare
political unanimity, passing in Parliament with
near-complete consensus — with the sole dissent
from veteran jurist Ram Jethmalani — and was
subsequently ratified by 16 State legislatures.

However, within days of its enactment, the
law was challenged before the Supreme Court.
The primary contention was the veto power
granted to any two dissenting NJAC members,
potentially allowing the Law Minister and the
two eminent members to override the
judiciary’s majority within the commission.

On October 16, 2015, a five-judge Bench ruled
with a 4:1 majority that the NJAC was
unconstitutional and violated the “basic
structure of the Constitution”. The Bench
underscored that “the veto power with the Law
Minister or with non-judge members, as against
a Supreme Court Judge who is a member of the
collegium, may involve interference with the
independence of the judiciary”. However, the
lone dissenter, Justice Jasti Chelameswar,
observed that, aside from occasional leaks, the
collegium records remained “absolutely beyond
the reach of any person, including judges of this
court who are not lucky enough to become the
Chief Justice of India.”

What lies ahead?

Justice Varma’s transfer seems intended to avert
an administrative impasse in Delhi. As the third
senior-most judge, he was a member of both the
High Court Collegium and several key
administrative committees. His continued
presence in Delhi risked stalling crucial
decision-making processes. No timeline has
been set for the three-member inquiry
committee investigating the allegations. While
hearing a plea for an FIR against the judge, the
CJI dismissed it as “premature,” stating that any
decision on criminal proceedings or a
parliamentary reference for removal would
depend on the inquiry’s findings. Meanwhile,
the Supreme Court, in a press release, disclosed
that the Chief Justice of the Allahabad High
Court has been directed to refrain from
assigning Justice Varma any judicial work for
now. The development has also reignited
political discourse on judicial appointments.
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar remarked that
“things would have been different” had the top
court not struck down the “historic legislation”
establishing the NJAC.

Gorakhpur
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On March 28, the Union government notified the repatriation of
Justice Yashwant Varma to his parent High Court in Allahabad, where
he had previously served as a judge.

28 AT I g GIHR o AT et TAAT TAT FY 3eTd HA FATGIEG 3o
arTerd 7 g fagfaa w1 Afe e s fra, S8t ag wee wamatdier &
T H SRRT I

e The decision comes amid allegations that charred currency notes were recovered
from his residence after a fire.

Ig foTar 3Rt & orer 31T & 1o Ueh 09T & o1 38k TaTe @ STer ehr g aivel i
TS Fr 7S AN

o Justice Varma has denied the allegations, calling them a “conspiracy to malign” him.

S FAT F S IR 1 T AT §, 3¢ ‘IS 3TTelet Y AT HN AT

How are High Court Judges Transferred?
3T ~ITT & ~Ararfia ST TATAERer 3 R svar g2

o Article 222(1) of the Constitution empowers the President, in consultation with the
Chief Justice of India (CJI), to transfer a judge from one High Court to another.

HieTer #1 3reTedg 222(1) TeETf I, AR F HET ~arehier (CJI) 1 Jollg 4, Th
SITATERST T Teh 3T ~ARATOI | GER 3Td +ATATeld 7 FATAAR &t &1 TSR ST gl

e This provision has been the subject of extensive judicial interpretation, particularly
through the First, Second, and Third Judges cases.

58 T &1 fFqa #=fe sarear &1 fawa 1 8, [y &9 & gua, gfad stk gt
wareiel & AHET & ATETH 4

e In S.P. Gupta versus President of India (1981), commonly referred to as the First
Judges case, the Supreme Court held that consultation with the CJI did not
necessitate concurrence, affirming the executive’s primacy in judicial appointments and
transfers.

S.P. I[CAT JATH ISl R (1981), T8 THIT: TUH ~ArATefer ATAA & §9 & ST
ST &, & GNH HIE o gl foh CI1 @ WRIAet b1 HTaeshcl AT w761 o, 58 =1ideh
it 3R FureTeRoT & FRIIfAHT i gaEdr @t yaorT |

e However, this position was overturned in Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record

Association versus Union of India (1993), or the Second Judges case, where the
Court institutionalised the collegium system.

glefifen, 38 T 1 Foller FIE TsarHeH-HTaT-RP1s TRIATAT qa0197 7R | (1993), AT
gfaeir samameiver AT # Tere fET 31T, STET T o HIATHIH TOITE hl FEARTT &9 8
AT &
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e The ruling established that in the event of a disagreement between the President and
the CJI, the CJI’s opinion would prevail.

38 o # Ig TUiiad famar o i afe wsgafar 3iR CJ1 & &g AdAG giar g, ar CJ1 &r
T fAuTes gef|

e The Court underscored that judicial transfers must serve public interest and improve
the administration of justice.

HETed o Ug TS fohaT foh w1 TUTATAROT &7 36,2 SAefed T HaT &afl 3R ~41

YATHA H R oAl gl AR T

e Justice J.S. Verma, who authored the judgment, further clarified that the CJI must
consult the Chief Justice of the concerned High Court, relevant Supreme Court
judges, and at least one senior High Court judge or others deemed significant.

AT .0, FAT, Toegiet Tg el forar, o 31T Tse fhar fah CJ1 1 deftid 3=
AT & {ET FArareier, it e :1E warameher, 3R w7 @ w7 0 afiss 390
AT FATATEET AT 3 HgcaquT cAfFadl & TR e =fgul

e The Court further reasoned that involving multiple judges in the decision-making process
serves as an inherent safeguard against arbitrariness.

37ered & g o I e fF RvTa-fAator ufshar & &3 =amarefal & enfAer Fear Aa#meT
I GR&TT T Teh EQTHATIdh 3T & |

e Consequently, the Court limited judicial review of transfer decisions, asserting that such
matters should remain insulated from “legislative debates.”

W,WﬁWﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁwmaﬁmﬁmﬁm,mmg
o Y 1 “faemY Jga)” & 37797 T§=T IIfRU|

e The Court clarified that a judge’s consent is not a prerequisite for either an initial or
subsequent transfer.

3ETId o Tuse {3 foh waramefier Y @gAfa [ha i IR I1 916 & TATTRT & fow
31T e g
e Inthe Third Judges case (1998), it further refined the collegium system, mandating

that transfer recommendations be made by the CJI in consultation with the four
seniormost judges.

e FATATEIRr AT (1998) H, 3T HlATHAH JOTTel T 3R 31fereh gRsehet fora, Toreat
FATATAOT FAHIREY CJI GaRT IR aftssas st 1 Heirg ¥ & S 8

e Following the collegium’s recommendation, the Law Minister reviews it and advises
the Prime Minister, who then forwards the recommendation to the President.

Flaforas it RAGIRET & a1e, Fefe #A 38 FHAET T § 3N T S Helrg &ar g, S
st fRAwiier 1 Iseafa & aaar gl

e« Once approved, the transfer is formalised through a gazette notification, and the judge
assumes office in the new High Court.

T aR TdId glel & 916, TUEATAROT i ATE AfeTRdereT & Areas & soaie & & @
e SITaT €, 31N ~IrTedier U 3T ST H 31961 YEHR T80T Rl ¢
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Criticisms

ITA=ATT

A recent report by the Geneva-based International Commission of Jurists (ICJ)
raises serious concerns about judicial independence in India, citing growing executive
interference, opacity in appointments, and weak accountability mechanisms.

Foretar feua sewerersrer F#ter 3T sgdived (1ICJ) &1 v giferr RuiE & #Ra & =i+
AT T I R FAATT SIS 1S 8, Toreat el FrarfaesT 1 geaaiy, fagiFaal &
YRS, 31N FASR STaTaed! &F &1 garell i¢aT I1AT &

The ICJ highlighted that judicial transfers, carried out without the affected judge’s
consent, are often justified on ambiguous grounds such as “public interest” and the
“better administration of justice.”

ICJ ¥ g IATAT Toh ~ATRAF TATATAROT, S THTTIT ~ArATeer Fr FgAfa & 91 fhv I §,
FET “FeAfed” 3R T F AgaT T S 37EISE TR 9T LT g0 1 &

This, the report noted, makes it difficult to distinguish legitimate transfers from punitive or
retaliatory actions.

RATE o Ig ot g7 [ TR T TATATAROT FT SSIcAF IT FFANEUTHSF FRASAT T 37T
AT ST g1 AT &

To mitigate these concerns, the ICJ recommended that Parliament establish a
“Judicial Council” to oversee appointments and transfers based on transparent,
objective, and predetermined criteria.

3T TRIT3T Sl A el o foIU, ICJ 7 THE T “wa1iAs TRYE” I TATIAT et hr RARIRET
T, St areeft, arqfass, ik gafauiRa ardesl & 3muR ) gl 3R TR
IR Y

What happened to the National Judicial Appointments Commission

Act?

T =i fagida smaer siferfaae @1 am gam?

To address concerns over the collegium system’s opacity, the Narendra Modi
government in 2014 proposed sweeping reforms to judicial appointments.

Flo oI JUTTe Y IIRERIAT T I RT3 &7 TATUTT e & fT, aiig A THER

2014 # 7w fagfFast & fov sarde GuRT &1 v @i

In August 2014, Parliament enacted the Constitution (99th Amendment) Act, 2014,
and the National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) Act, 2014, establishing
an independent body to replace the collegium system for appointing judges to the
Supreme Court and High Courts.

3T 2014 H, THe o widwer (9937 waeren) sfafaaar, 2014, 3R wedr 7=l fgfaa
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AT (NJAC) 3rfafaer, 2014 &1 a1ika favar, St gl F1E 3R 3= =mrmeat &
=grameiielt i AgfFa & fov siaforaer yomeht & w1 X v Fadd e wanfid Har g

e The NJAC was to be chaired by the CJI and include the two senior-most Supreme
Court judges, the Union Law Minister, and two eminent civil society members.

NJAC &1 31&1eT CJI gl=TT AT 3R 0 el aftsadsr guier Fie =amareher, Fr Fiege w40,
3R & 9@ AR THTST & W ATfAT gt U

e One member would be nominated by a panel comprising the CJI, Prime Minister, and
Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, while the other had to belong to the
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes, or be a woman.

Teh HGET HI CJI, T, 3R AnaHT # aeT & Aar i Y7ol ganrT A1fAd fhar S,
STefeh GERT HeET AT A, HAHAT SeTatriar, e st 79t 7 glewr wifgw T ag
T Afgel gl AT

e The amendment witnessed rare political unanimity, passing in Parliament with near-
complete consensus — with the sole dissent from veteran jurist Ram Jethmalani — and
was subsequently ratified by 16 State legislatures.

SH HNY = GolsT Toiel(eh TEFATeT SN, S HHe & e quT AT & IR g5 —
fSrae aRes Famafag W SASHAAT H UHAT JHGATAOT T O — 3R 38 16 T
farermerwenait qanT sre; 7 A faar arar|

o However, within days of its enactment, the law was challenged before the Supreme
Court.

glelifeh, S8eh UTRC 81l & S (&l d1er, SH Hlofel I FHH HIE H Tl &1 TS|
e The primary contention was the veto power granted to any two dissenting NJAC

members, potentially allowing the Law Minister and the two eminent members to
override the judiciary’s majority within the commission.

7Y faare; g A7 o NJAC & &) IHeHd Fedl &1 &1 915 dIel ra, foraqd &iefer &+t 3R

&Y Yo Herkd wATITTTeIehT o SEA T TN & ik IR R Fehel I

e On October 16, 2015, a flve-Judge Bench ruled with a 4:1 majority that the NJAC was
unconstitutional and violated the “basic structure of the Constitution”.

16 3TeFEa 2015 Y, U Gier ~arareheit 1 &9 7 4:1 sgaAd ¥ Ig A0 feam i NJAC
arfaftra § 3R T “wfdureT i FqoT G=aT F 3ecit H B
e The Bench underscored that “the veto power with the Law Minister or with non-judge

members, as against a Supreme Court Judge who is a member of the collegium, may
involve interference with the independence of the judiciary.”

9 1 g TS fohaT o “FTefet HAY AT IR-a1R%h Feed & ary el uray, S gty FIE
FrTeNer & QT &, S Fr oI & TeTT &, Tg AT T TaaadT & gdalT T

Fhell &1

o However, the lone dissenter, Justice Jasti Chelameswar, observed that, aside from
occasional leaks, the collegium records remained “absolutely beyond the reach of
any person, including judges of this court who are not lucky enough to become the
Chief Justice of India.”
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What lies ahead?

31T T groTT?

o Justice Varma’s transfer seems intended to avert an administrative impasse in Delhi.
SRS TAT FHT T e 7 gemafas afader @ g & fow faam a2 oerar 1

e As the third senior-most judge, he was a member of both the High Court Collegium
and several key administrative committees.

hra¥ aftsaan Famameier & &9 7, 98 3T 71T Fratod#H 3R F$ J0E gaEaE
afafaat & aeeg 3

e His continued presence in Delhi risked stalling crucial decision-making processes.
feeel 7 3veht foay 3ufeufar Fgcaqet fvT-farsTor afshanit @ a0 &Y wendr o

« No timeline has been set for the three-member inquiry committee investigating the
allegations.

HRGY Fr ST FI& qrel) AT FEEAT st wfAfa & fow F15 gaadsr FuiRa s fr
gl

e While hearing a plea for an FIR against the judge, the CJI dismissed it as “premature,”
stating that any decision on criminal proceedings or a parliamentary reference for
removal would depend on the inquiry’s findings.

=rrefier & @S FIR 1 A1t GoTd §U, CII A 58 “Hed 0 Seqarell’ HIR &, 7§
e §U T Tt HrATE) o7 ger & fav GaelT dest R A1 o ot s & farsst
W TR e

e Meanwhile, the Supreme Court, in a press release, disclosed that the **Chief Justice
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Why has X sued the government over SAHYOG?

What is Section 79(3)(b) of the Information Technology Act? Why is X calling SAHYOG a

‘censorship portal? Is there a move to bypass the limited safeguards under Section 69A of the IT

Act, which allows content blocking only on specific grounds such as national security?

GS Paper Il: SAHYOG

Aroon Deep

The story so far:
ocial media platform X has sued the
Union government in the Karnataka
High Court for the SAHYOG portal,
which it says is a “censorship portal”
that allows local police and different parts of the
government to indiscriminately demand
takedowns of online content.

What is the SAHYOG portal?

The SAHYOG portal was “developed to automate
the process of sending notices to intermediaries
by the Appropriate Government or its agency
under IT Act, 2000 to facilitate the removal or
disabling of access to any information, data or

communication link being used to commit an
unlawful act,” the Centre says on the site. It is

run by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) with

help from the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY).
The portal’s existence was disclosed by the

MHA during a Delhi High Court case filed by the

parent of a “missing” 19-year-old in Shabana
versus Govt of NCT of Delhi and Ors. The court
questioned the government and social media
firms over delays in obtaining data from an
Instagram account used by the teenager. The

The
government
says
‘takedown’
orders are
not blocking
orders; X
calls them
illegal

AFP

court had emphasised the need for a
mechanism to enable real-time interactions
between Internet intermediaries and law
enforcement in order to address urgent cases.

The government, which was already testing
the SAHYOG portal, and the MHA held a virtual
conference with State police officials, informing
them of the pilot. The portal is to be given over
to the police across the country, MHA officials
said at the meeting, and would soon be
“expanded” to accommodate data requests from
social media firms in such cases. The main
mandate, however, remained content takedown
notices under Section 79(3)(b) of the
Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000. X
considers this illegal, as it argues only two laws
govern internet takedowns in India.

What are the laws?

Section 79(1) of the IT Act gives online platforms
a shield from legal liability for content posted by
third parties, that is, their users. Section 79(3),
however, qualifies this safe harbour by stating
that the shield will not apply if “upon receiving
actual knowledge, or on being notified by the
appropriate Government or its agency that any
information... controlled by the intermediary is
being used to commit the unlawful act, the
intermediary fails to expeditiously remove or
disable access to that material on that resource
without vitiating the evidence in any manner.” In
other words, if social media companies are given
notice by any “appropriate Government or its
agency,” then they can also be taken to court for
a piece of content, just like the user. This is
incentive enough for social media firms to take
down posts that have been flagged by
authorities, without an explicit legal direction.

X argues — as have civil society groups — that
this is an overreach. “Section 79(3)(b) of the IT
Act does not authorise the government to issue
information blocking orders,” X said in its
petition. “That power is governed by Section
69A of the IT Act read with the Information
Technology (Procedure and Safeguards for
Blocking for Access of Information by Public)
Rules, 2009.” This has been upheld by the
Shreya Singhal judgment of the Supreme Court
in 2015, a verdict that also held unconstitutional

Section 66A, a broad law allowing prosecution
over users posting “offensive” content.

Section 69A allows the government to block
content, the IT Ministry says, if it impinges on
“(i) interest of sovereignty and integrity of India,
(i) defence of India, (iii) security of the State, (iv)
friendly relations with foreign States or (v)
public order or (vi) for preventing incitement to
the commission of any cognizable offense
relating to above.” However, this Section has
several safeguards built into it, such as giving
users the opportunity to be heard. These
safeguards are laid out in the Information
Technology (Procedure and Safeguards for
Blocking for Access of Information by Public)
Rules, 2009. However, even blockings under
Section 69A have been contentious, because
there have been instances where a notice has
not been issued.

“While website blocking orders under Section
69A have poor procedural safeguards, they still
have some of them,” the Internet Freedom
Foundation noted in an analysis of X’s new
lawsuit. “Now, even those basic thresholds have
been bypassed by MeitY, which has transformed
the safe harbour framework under Section 79
into a censorship system on large-scale.”

What is the government’s stance?

While these legal challenges are being worked
out, the SAHYOG portal has seen participation
from most social media firms, including those
owned by Meta and Google. The government
has argued that the “takedown” orders (as they
are called even in the model notice the IT
Ministry has shared with authorities) are not
blocking orders. “Section 79 regime does not
envisage any ‘blocking orders’ and merely issues
notice informing intermediaries of their due
diligence obligations,” the government said in a
filing in the case. “In case of non-compliance of
the notices, the result is lifting of safe harbour
protection and consequent action under extant
law... and the same is fundamentally at a
different plane altogether.”

The potential for censorship even in such an
indirect content governance regime, however,
has elicited concerns. As Vasudev Devadasan,
then with the Centre for Communications
Governance at the National Law University,
Delhi, wrote in 2022: “Unlike newspapers and
broadcasters who are directly incentivised to
protect their own content, social media
companies have few incentives to defend their
users’ content.”

Why has X sued the government over SAHYOG?
X & SAHYOG W WIFR & T&Th FheAT F41 ST fHham g2

Social media platform X has sued the Union government in the
Karnataka High Court over the SAHYOG portal, which it describes as
a "censorship portal” that allows local police and various government
agencies to indiscriminately demand the takedown of online content.

e AT CATHIEA X o FATEH &8 FIE H SAHYOG NET & fAAE Fg
TEHR & s FaeaAT g frar 3, o a8 dwfe oiée & w9 7 aftfa
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What is the SAHYOG portal?
SAHYOG qYée 4T 82

The SAHYOG portal was developed to automate the process of sending notices to
intermediaries by the Appropriate Government or its agencies under the IT Act, 2000,
to facilitate the removal or disabling of access to unlawful content.

SAHYOG uea &I 3mEd srffaaa, 2000 & ded 3RT &R A1 39T TS ganT
HEGTAT I AT ATt hT Toh AT T TAATTeId et o [T [dh A [T ITAT AT, dlfeh AY

mﬁmmaé;mmqgﬂﬁﬁmﬁmmﬁl

It is operated by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) with assistance from the Ministry
of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY).

SH I[§ HATT (MHA) SaRT TN ST &, Toredt gerareliorary 3 Farem siegifrehr wames
(MeitY) &1 Heg wred g1

The portal was disclosed during a Delhi High Court case involving a missing teenager,
leading to the decision to implement the portal for urgent law enforcement cases.

Tg UIce feeell ST ATATerd & Ueh HATAW & a1 Gelrar g31T AT, forae Ueh JAvGer ey
O et o, Toreeh S1G 38 deehlol hisfel Taciel HIHe! & [eIT ST ¥at T 0T feram arar
7|

The portal is intended to be used by the police across the country for content takedown
notices under Section 79(3)(b) of the IT Act.

Ig Mol GAHT 1 Gfere canT 3 srftrforaer & «mr 79(3)(b) & A WA et &
AfeT & T 39T FAT STt arer B

What are the laws?

Pl FIeeT 82

Section 79(1) of the IT Act provides a shield from legal liability to online platforms for
third-party content, but Section 79(3) qualifies this shield, allowing government agencies
to request content takedowns if it violates laws.

3m$Er rfafaerer i 4R 79(1) TS TelchI# T I T&T HIHAT & T Hioeir
TSR & G&T TeTed el &, eifshed TRT 79(3) SH FI&T &I AT =Tl §, ST AIHR Y
TSIt T BT g Y AT IR B AT S § AT a5 FAT T Soora FA B
X argues that Section 79(3)(b) does not authorize the government to issue content

blocking orders, and only Section 69A allows the government to block content based
on specific grounds like national security.
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X T HgaTT & T 4RT 79(3)(b) TIHR T WA AN AT ST A T YRR FET ST
€, 3N sharel URT 69A TIHR I ASET FI&TT S fafrse RO wx e area &
ITTCY FT HT AT ST B

e Section 69A allows content blocking by the government on grounds such as

sovereignty, defence, security of the State, or public order, but it includes
safeguards such as giving users a chance to be heard.

RT 69A FIHR T WIS, T4TT, AT hT FI&TT, IT FTdTTareh SqaEUT S HROM 9T Al
3A%C e T ITAT Sl &, Aot SHI FR&T 3UTT § S T STANTRATIHT T Fotol o
3aER AT

e X claims that the government has bypassed these safeguards and transformed the safe
harbour framework under Section 79 into a large-scale censorship system.

X o1 ETaT & foh TR o 3oT GR&TT IUTAT ohl ST & 7 & 3 4RT 79 & dga gRfara
HETANNE BT T 9 YA IR AT JoTrell # Fee ear g

What is the government’s stance?
TSR FT 5G FIT g7

e The government argues that the takedown orders issued under the portal are not the
same as blocking orders and are merely notices informing intermediaries of their due
diligence obligations.

TIH T Fhgall & o NET & dgd ST dThaT3T AT SaTfeher 3Tt & THTT o1g) & 3T
Hael HEIEAT &l 37 3T AT Faedl & aR H FRIT H ae Aifea g1

o If there is non-compliance, the government states that the safe harbour protection is
lifted, and further action can be taken under existing laws.

I 31eTaTer AET BIT &, T AXHR T &gl & o FAaTd TEg FYETT g fordT ST &,
3R AISTET FTgeAl & T6 T T HIATS T ST Fohell &

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1l: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1IS)

1. AIIMS Doctors Perform Rare Surgery on 11-Year-Old

UFH & Steredl F 11 qfiar adt R gerer Wollt Y

2. ISRO Sees Breakthrough in Semicryogenic Engine
Development for LVMS3

AU o LVM3 & fav afdswrafas g faem & a8
BT g
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3. Is arevamped GST 2.0 on the cards?

FT TS 9T TR GST 2.0 3Tt 1T 872
4. U.S. measles cases till March surpasses all of 2024

AT 9% Z.0H. 7 @AY & ATHA 2024 & Gt AT 1 IR FT

aqu

AIIMS doctors
perform rare
surgery on
11-year-old

|GS Paper Ill: S&T |

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (ATIMS),
Delhi, has successfully per-
formed its first total laparo-
scopic Whipple operation
on an ll-year-old girl, mak-
ing her the youngest pa-
tient in the world to under-
g0 this complex
procedure.

The patient from Garh-
wa, Jharkhand, came in
with a rare pancreatic tu-
mour known as a Solid
Pseudopapillary Epithelial
Neoplasm (SPEN), necessi-
tating the Whipple proce-
dure, which involves the
surgical removal and re-
construction of a signifi-
cant part of the pancreas
and the digestive system.
The child was operated on
February 27 and was dis-
charged 10 days later.

Anjan Kumar Dhua, pro-
fessor of paediatric sur-
gery, said the patient expe-
rienced persistent
abdominal pain, and an in-
vestigation revealed SPEN.

“Typically, this surgery
is done through a very long
cut on the tummy, which
can be painful afterwards
and leaves a big scar. Con-
sidering several important
factors, the operating team
decided to perform the
surgery using only four ti-
ny incisions — two measur-
ing 5 mm and two measur-
ing 10 mm. The team
operated for eight-and-a-
half hours with only 80 ml
of blood loss,” he said.

AIIMS Doctors Perform Rare Surgery on 11-Year-Old
TR & SiaFedl of 11 T ad) WX gelsr Fort i

All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi, has
successfully performed its first total laparoscopic Whipple
operation on an 11-year-old girl, making her the youngest
patient in the world to undergo this complex procedure.

& HR g weurT (v), e a 11 affg s=hr @@
qgal T T § AN Rgue Tl ahaarg@s 6, forad @
39 Sifeer Uik & I arelt gferar i wad &4 37 A 7l oo
LE]

e The patient was from Garhwa, Jharkhand, and was diagnosed with a rare
pancreatic tumor known as Solid Pseudopapillary Epithelial Neoplasm
(SPEN).

ﬂﬂam,yﬂﬁ?ﬁzﬁaﬂ?wgﬂam@(ﬂﬁmﬁﬁ)wgmmm
Hifers TR eRraferae =yeare# (SPEN) &gl SiTdT 21

e The Whipple procedure was necessary, which involves surgical removal and
reconstruction of a significant part of the pancreas and digestive system.

Togaer uftham aavge oY, et seamer (ifFam) 3R aras 3 % v Ageaqor
R = areafRfFcaT ganT germ 3R gafeator s anfAe 8

e The child was operated on February 27 and was discharged 10 days later.
Sl T oY 27 Bad &1 A1 978 3R 38 10 et 18 3F9arer § gt & & |

e Anjan Kumar Dhua, professor of pediatric surgery, said that the patient had
persistent abdominal pain, and an investigation confirmed SPEN.

ST, 35T FHAR YT, a1 ot AT F NHAL, 7 T o 7T T AR 9 7 &
T RIS Y 3R ST 7 SPEN &1 Ifee €51

« “Typically, this surgery is performed through a long abdominal incision, which
can be painful and leave a large scar.
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o Considering various factors, the surgical team decided to perform the procedure using
only four small incisions—two of 5 mm and two of 10 mm.

ﬁﬁlﬁrmﬁmm#wagc,mﬁraﬂﬁsﬁmwwwwmwﬁmﬁ
forar—aY 5 el & 3R gr 10 B F)

e The surgery lasted for 8.5 hours, with only 80 ml of blood loss.

aéﬁs.sﬁwaﬁ,mﬁmsommmﬁmﬁgél

ISRO sees breakthrough
in semicryogenic engine
development for LVM3

|GS Pag]er lll: S&T |
Press Trust of India

BENGALURU

ISRO has announced signif-
icant progress in the de-
sign and development of a
semicryogenic engine, or
liquid oxygen/kerosene en-
gine, with a high thrust of
2,000 kN (kilonewton) that
will power the semicryo-
genic booster stage of the
Launch Vehicle Mark-3
(LVM3).

The first major break-
through in the semicryo-
genic engine development
programme was achieved
on Friday, when the first
successful hot test of En-
gine Power Head Test Arti-
cle, was carried out at ISRO
Propulsion Complex, Ma-
hendragiri, Tamil Nadu,
said the organisation.

Highlighting that the
test demonstrated the
smooth ignition and boost
strap mode operation of
the engine for a test dura-
tion of 2.5 seconds, the
space agency said the ob-
jective of the test was to va-
lidate the integrated per-
formance of the critical
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Trial turf: The test was carried out at the ISRO Propulsion Complex
in Mahendragiri, Tamil Nadu, on Friday. ISRO

sub-systems by carrying
out a hot-firing for a short-
duration of 2.5 seconds.

“The test proceeded as
predicted and all the en-
gine parameters were as
expected. With this break-
through, ISRO is further
planning a series of tests
on the PHTA to further va-
lidate and finetune the per-
formance before the reali-
sation of the fully
integrated engine,” reads
the statement.

Noting that the Liquid
Propulsion Systems Centre
(LPSC) is developing the

semicryogenic propulsion
engine and stage, the ISRO
said the stage (SC120) po-
wered by the 2,000 kN
semicryogenic engine
(SE2000) will replace the
present core liquid stage
(L110) of LVM3.

Induction of the semi-
cryogenic propulsion sys-
tem along with an uprated
cryogenic stage in the
LVM3 vehicle enhances its
payload capability from 4
tonne to 5 tonne in Geo-
synchronous Transfer Or-
bit (GTO), the Space Agen-
cy said.

"ITHAR W, Tg GolY 9 IR T o) FRT 9 1 o &, Forad & gar & 3R as1 e

ISRO Sees
Breakthrough in
Semicryogenic
Engine Development
for LVM3

sEU o LVM3 & faw
AfRFRSEE soa
1 & T 9Ferar
gIrAer T

ISRO has announced
significant progress in
the design and
development of a
semicryogenic engine
(liquid oxygen/kerosene
engine) with a high thrust
of 2,000 kN, which will
power the semicryogenic
booster stage of the
Launch Vehicle Mark-3
(LVM3).

W o ARFRATAS gaa
GIECEEIEIEOIE UL
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goteT) & f3ommset 3R fawra & Ageaqut werfar & wiwom &y §1 g 2,000 kN 1
3T Y¥C 3o H 3 dAied vt ATR-3 (LVM3) & ARwS s
TFCT T FI ATFT Y&TeT FM|

e The first major breakthrough in the semicryogenic engine development
programme was achieved on Friday, when the first successful hot test of Engine
Power Head Test Article (PHTA) was conducted at ISRO Propulsion Complex,
Mahendragiri, Tamil Nadu.

YFHAN &l AAFNAF Soret R FTEIHA # vgell T3 Thardm A, ST Fo7eT ITaT 35
&FE FMMTEFS (PHTA) FT IGET AR §ie SFC $HU WIIEAT FIFCaTH, AIRIN, AR 7
T Irm|

e The test demonstrated the smooth ignition and boost strap mode operation of the
engine for a test duration of 2.5 seconds.

TIeToT H $oTeT % THY 3ot 3 g3 $¢T A3 AT H1 2.5 A3 HT 3afd dh
AT Ye e fomar arm|

e The objective of the test was to validate the integrated performance of the critical
sub-systems through hot-firing for a short duration of 2.5 seconds.

S8 IIGTOT &1 3663 AFAYVT Ha-AFeHd & g Taeiel I A Far1 4T, o 2.5
AFs 1 S A F AT gle-wrRIReT & Aregw T v |

¢ ISRO stated that the test proceeded as predicted, and all engine parameters were as
expected.

S o g foh TN&T0T GETAT & HTAR Tar AR Tt gorer Rrefe 3ndfda v 7 &
e Following this success, ISRO plans to conduct a series of tests on the PHTA to

further validate and fine-tune the performance before realizing the fully integrated
engine.

ST BT & d16, AN PHTA W F§ qderont Y Ferar a1 8T § a1 qof &9 & vehiga
o ¥ AP T Iga 9 F AT 3 ) fFar s 9|

e The Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre (LPSC) is developing the semicryogenic
propulsion engine and stage.

fafFas Nueers RTery deX (LPSC) IRFSA® quie o 3t o Refla #1

W@
e The SC120 stage, powered by the 2,000 kN semicryogenic engine (SE2000), will
replace the present core liquid stage (L110) of LVM3.

SC120 ¥, ST 2,000 kN AfAwRESfAF FoieT (SE2000) aRT Farfeld g, LVM3 &
FIAT FR fafFas T (L110) Y T&a Z3m|

e ISRO highlighted that the induction of the semicryogenic propulsion system, along
with an uprated cryogenic stage, will enhance LVM3’s payload capacity from 4
tonnes to 5 tonnes in Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO).
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Is a revamped
GST 2.0 on the
cards?

What are the issues raised by the Public
Accounts Committee on the working of
the GST on collection of taxes?

GS Paper lll:
dEconomy

The story so far:
n a report to Parliament, its Public
l Accounts Committee (PAC) has sought a
comprehensive review of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) framework to eliminate
“unnecessary procedures and requirements”
that can complicate compliance. It called for a
“revamped GST 2.0” to be considered after
consultations with all stakeholders.

What has it observed about GST
compensation to States?
The PAC observed that the absence of the
mandatory CAG audit of the Compensation
Fund Account for more than six years has
“adversely affected” release of compensation to
States. For context, GST’s introduction back in
2017 had instilled fears among States about loss
of fiscal autonomy and centralisation of all
collections to the Union, particularly those
housing heavy manufacturing units as Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka, among others. The GST
(Compensation to States) Act, 2017 was
instituted to compensate States for this loss of
revenue. About the present lack of audits, the
committee observed that it was due to the CAG
not receiving the relevant information of the
accounts in the appropriate format containing
the quantum

The reported impact on to be paid and
MSMEs and exporters is due thereafter,
noteworthy. The among other
committee expressed things. The
concerns about ensuing PAC also
issues relating to exporters’ ;ﬂgg?fyq;he
cash flow requirements “lackadaisical”
and MSMEs due to approach for
“complexity” of GST norms not responding
to the audit,

seeking clarification on 2,447 inconsistencies
that have kept a total of ¥32,577.73 crore in
balance. This was based on an examination of
10,667 cases.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
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What are some of the other problems?

There are issues regarding the taxation process,
which is either delaying the inflow to the
government, or tax refunds to businesses
requiring working capital. The audit came
across instances of incomplete tax refund (to
businesses) owing to confusion over tax
jurisdictions. The other significant part of the
problem relates to cancellation of registrations.
The GST Act provides that registrations cannot
be cancelled without issuing a ‘show cause
notice’ to the concerned entity and providing it
“reasonable opportunity” to argue its defence.
The committee noted that of the 14,998 cases
where cancellations were done suo motu,
notices were not issued in 6,353 cases. The
Finance Ministry apprised the committee that
this process has been automated. However, the
committee said it was concerned about the
alleged “lack of proper documentation” and the
“effectiveness of the automated system”. Brijesh
Kothary, partner at law firm Khaitan & Co, told
The Hindu that taxpayers are not given an option
to withdraw or edit the application for
registration. “In some cases, the application for
registration is rejected without providing clarity
on the reason for such rejection,” he stated.

What about filing and refunds?

With respect to filing and refunds, the
committee said existing mechanisms are
“inadequate”, pointing at prolonged waiting
periods for refunds which could result in
potential cash flow challenges to businesses. The
Ministry, as per the report, indicated that efforts
were being made to streamline the refund
process. The committee has sought the refund
processing system provide clearer timelines for
processing claims and regular updates on their
status. At the centre of all GST functions, such as
filing, registrations and cancellations or
tracking, is the quality of reference data to ease
scrutiny. The committee highlighted concerns
about manual records not being maintained and
a poor documentation rigour. The Finance
Ministry said that the ‘Antarang portal’ would
help in streamlining the procedure.

Who gets affected by such glitches?

The reported impact on micro, medium and
small enterprises (MSMEs) and exporters is
noteworthy. The committee expressed concerns
about ensuing issues relating to exporters’ cash
flow requirements and MSMEs due to
“complexity” of GST norms. Delays in
processing of refund claims for ITC and
complexities with export-related documentation
requirements can potentially create cash flow
constraints. The committee thus underlined a
need to simplify the overall regime, pointing out
that ITC claims be processed within a specified
timeframe at priority. The committee said a total
0f 19,730 cases entailing tax implications of
about ¥1.45 lakh crore were pending for
investigation as of March 2022. Mr. Kothary
observed that most of these cases were pending
for more than two years. “The government must
expediate the handling of appeals and
establishment of the GST Appellate Tribunal so
as to reduce pendency of cases,” he stated.

Is a revamped GST
2.0 on the cards?

FIT TF o137
TTIRT GST 2.0
3Tt 9T 87

In areportto
Parliament, the Public
Accounts Committee
(PAC) has called for a
comprehensive
review of the Goods
and Services Tax
(GST) framework to
eliminate
"unnecessary
procedures and
requirements” that
complicate
compliance.

wF R &, O Er
wfafa (PAC) & a¥q

3T Qa1 FT (GST) e
6T SIS JHIET Tt
T HTEaT fmaT § arfe
3 sraegwanst &

AT AT 31 9o St
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ATl Y ST Foirell

It suggested that a "revamped GST 2.0" be considered after consultations with all
stakeholders.

S8 Ig GoI1d e foh "a7d TUIART GST 2.0" Hell TEcTerehl & wRreAe) ohdet o a1 faam
forar ST

What has it observed about GST compensation to States?

SHe ol Y GST HIATT & IR 7 41 3@T 82

The PAC observed that the absence of the mandatory CAG audit of the Compensation
Fund Account for more than six years has "adversely affected" the release of
compensation to States.

PAC & @ foh CAG 3Hif3e &1 Jifarddr & 9= ATt HIY @IdT & S ani & 3w

HHI Teh SATT SiTed & T AT T HIHTST STRT et TR "HhRIcHeb FHT" TST & |

GST’s introduction in 2017 raised concerns among States about the loss of fiscal
autonomy, particularly in states like Tamil Nadu and Karnataka that house heavy
manufacturing units.

2017 H GST T Y&3HT & T2l H TATig FATIAT oh T4l & oo ﬁmmg&%
4y &0 & affreeg 3R Fates 5@ T # STer (R RAfeHToT sersar feud g

The GST (Compensation to States) Act, 2017 was introduced to compensate States
for the revenue loss.

GST (W=t Y F3maam) FATAIA, 2017 oY AT T TEd FHATT & ToIT FIHTST A
forT Oer forar arar |

The committee found that the CAG did not receive the relevant account information in
the required format, causing delays.

afafa & 9 i CAG &1 311928 IRy & Td WiaT SATTehRT A8l 9Ted gé e
&l

9I'he PAC also criticized the Ministry’s "lackadaisical" approach for not responding to
audits and seeking clarification on 2,447 inconsistencies involving a balance of
¥32,577.73 crore.

PAC & HATO shl "SIl ETScehoT hr JTeirerer o, foae 2,447 sraarfaat & av &
ESErRIOT HI ITAT AT, ST €32,577.73 FUZ o HJolel § Harerd o |

What are some of the other problems?

Issues have been raised regarding the taxation process, delaying government inflows or
tax refunds to businesses requiring working capital.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagezo



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

CONTACT: 9971932488 L3
T FThaT T AT THTATT 3313 15 &, Sif TXDPR o IoEd H 3T o L&l & IT hraeiel

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

it T 3TaRFRaT aTell Huferdt Y s 7 &8 T W &l

The audit found instances of incomplete tax refunds due to confusion over tax
jurisdictions.

HiST o T & F HH & FROT 3y X RNz T geard urg 7

Another issue is the cancellation of registrations, where notices were not issued in 6,353
out of 14,998 cases of suo motu cancellations.

Teh 3R HATTT GSiIoh0T GG Xt i &, STl 14,998 ATHG! H H 6,353 ATHe H TTIRA
{EEIT & T aAifed SR 78T fohw a1w |

The Finance Ministry claimed that the process has been automated, but the committee
raised concerns over the "lack of proper documentation" and the effectiveness of the
automated system.

o FaTerT 7 grar fohar o gfehar Taarferd X &1 918 §, oifchet TfAfa o "HgT gedrasiienor
FT AT 3R Taaferd gumelr &1 gHaTaRiierar o [=™idr eged $rl

Taxpayers are not given an option to withdraw or edit the registration application, and in
some cases, applications are rejected without clarity on the rejection reason.

YT T TSI OT JTdee aTaH oot AT AU et T fdehod oTel fedr STiell &, 3R o
AT #, fT 3 FROT Tove AT 3HTAET IFdgHd Y 6T o1 § |

What about filing and refunds?

wrsfoier 3R Res F aR A Fard?

The committee highlighted that existing mechanisms for filing and refunds are
"inadequate," causing prolonged waiting periods that create cash flow challenges for
businesses.

affAfa & I8 sar i wsfeer 3k Revs & fow Alsger a7 afiea §, e wer gdhat
379 g &, St STt & foT AT TaTg i FHEITT 3o il & |

The Ministry is making efforts to streamline the refund process, and the committee has
requested clearer timelines for processing claims and regular updates.

H1erT RS UTshaT ST T FeATel & TATH a1 8T 8, 3R Ffafa & grar $r ufhar & fow
v AIET 3R Aafad 3msca fr AT Hr g

Concerns were raised about the poor quality of reference data, manual records, and
insufficient documentation, which affect scrutiny.

THGTT T FHTTA det dTel HEIT ST T WS 0TI, Heg3rel Nepls 3R 3o
CECATASAHOT ohT SIeh TelclT caeheT o TS|

The Ministry stated that the 'Antarang portal' would help streamline procedures.

HATT o hgT for ' AT QiEer UihAT3IT oY T Selled H HEe HaT|
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Who gets affected by such glitches?
S a¥g &Y a3l A Sl yanfad g ar &7

e Micro, medium, and small enterprises (MSMES) and exporters are significantly
impacted, particularly by complexities in GST norms.

&, oY 3R 7L 35T (MSMEs) 3R ATt R GST ARTEST 1 SHfeararsit & faQny

TG I3 B
e The committee raised concerns about cash flow challenges for exporters and MSMEs
due to delays in processing refunds for ITC and complex export-related documentation.

afafa & 1ITC & Rpg & yaeaor & ¢ 3k 37T gafda gxaasiieyor & sifeeanst &
WWWMSMES?WWW@WW%W@I

e The committee called for simplifying the GST regime, especially ensuring that ITC
claims are processed within a specified timeframe.

AT T GST ATH T {IeT ToATod T ITaRTehcl I SR 12T, Fay &0 & 75 FiAfderd
A U T ITC &1 Teh fAfEse Taar i & shick s U sid|

e Atotal of 19,730 cases involving tax implications of ¥1.45 lakh crore were pending for
investigation as of March 2022.

AT 2022 7T ¥1.45 A& F05 o T IROTAT dlel Fef 19,730 A I ST dAfad AT

e Most of these cases have been pending for more than two years.

ST O TR A &l aut & 3’ T F dfed &1
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U.S. measles cases till March surpasses all of 2024

[GS Paper li: S&T |
The Hindu Bureau

Since the first measles case
was reported on January 23,
2025 in Texas, the number of
cases has risen sharply and
the virus has spread to New
York City and 17 other States
in the U.S.

As of March 20, the total
number of cases reported
across the U.S. stands at 378,
with Texas and New Mexico
alone reporting 327 and 43
cases, respectively. There
have been two deaths so far
and both were in unvaccinat-
ed individuals. With 301 cases
reported as of March 14, the
total number of cases report-
ed in less than two months
since the first case was report-
ed this year surpassed 285 cas-
es reported for all of 2024.

The first outbreak of meas-
les in the U.S. this year has
been in the Mennonite com-
munity in Gaines County,
West Texas. So far about 226
cases have been reported

from Gaines County, and ma-
ny have been tied to a Menno-
nite community with low vac-
cine uptake.

The Mennonite commu-
nity is largely unvacci-
nated due to cultural and his-
torical reasons. The
Mennonite community in
Gaines County has reported
nearly 14% vaccine exemption
rates for school-aged children.

Of the 378 confirmed meas-
les cases reported as of March
20, CDC noted that 124
(33%) cases have been in chil-
dren aged under five years
and 159 (42%) cases have been
in individuals aged 5-19 years;
in Texas, 63 adults have been
infected. As expected, 95% of
individuals infected with
measles are either unvaccinat-
ed or with unknown vaccina-
tion status. While 3% of indivi-
duals infected with measles
have taken only one dose of
the MMR vaccine, 2% have ta-
ken both doses of the MMR
vaccine.

In 2024, U.S. recorded 285 measles cases across 32 States. AP

That 2% individuals got in-
fected with measles despite
being fully vaccinated is not
unexpected — even two doses
of the MMR vaccine does not
provide 100% protection. Ac-
cording to the CDC, one dose
of the MMR vaccine is 93% ef-
fective against measles, while
the effectiveness increases to
97% with two doses. “Some
[fully] vaccinated people may
still get measles, mumps, or

rubella if they are exposed to
the viruses. It could be that
their immune system didn’t
respond as well as they should
have to the vaccine; their im-
mune system’s ability to fight
the infection decreased over
time; or they have prolonged,
close contact with someone
who has a virus,” the CDC
says. However, fully vaccinat-
ed people generally have mil-
der disease symptoms and are

also less likely to spread the vi-
rus to others. But almost eve-
ryone who has not been vacci-
nated will get infected if they
are exposed to the virus and
get sick.

Though the MMR vaccine is
primarily meant to prevent
measles infection, individuals
exposed to measles virus can
still take the vaccine. The
MMR vaccine can offer some
degree of protection against
the disease or reduce the se-
verity of illness if vaccinated
within 72 hours of exposure to
the measles virus.

On March 13, the WHO
said that 1,27,350 measles cas-
es were reported in 2024 in
the European region (53 coun-
tries in Europe and central
Asia), double the number of
cases reported in 2023 and
the highest number since
1997. There were 38 deaths as
of March 6, 2025, the WHO
said. The European region ac-
counted for a third of all meas-
les cases globally in 2024.

U.S. measles cases till March surpasses all of 2024

AT dF . 0H. A WA & ATHS 2024 & gt AR 1 IR FT 7T

Since the first measles case was reported on January 23, 2025 in
Texas, the number of cases has risen sharply and the virus has
spread to New York City and 17 other States in the U.S.

23 STl 2025 Y SHFATH H Ugd WHY ST ATHAT RS gt & a1g § #AHAT &

delt @ geftr g8 § 3 araww = 31 R 3R g v, & 17 37 T & e

I B

e As of March 20, the total number of cases reported across the U.S. stands at 378, with
Texas and New Mexico alone reporting 327 and 43 cases, respectively.

20 AT Teh, J,TH. H ol 378 HHI bl RANE 311 B, Toi7at Tramy 3R = AfFaat
HAA: 327 3N 43 ATAS N fpw amw §

o There have been two deaths so far and both were in unvaccinated individuals.
mﬁﬂmﬁgéﬁaﬂiaﬁmﬁmﬁégwﬁaﬁaﬁraﬁl
e With 301 cases reported as of March 14, the total number of cases reported in less than
two months since the first case was reported this year surpassed 285 cases reported for
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all of 2024.

14 AT ds 301 ATHGT T RYIC & ATY, 3 TTel Tgol ATH & RUIE glet & oI T & JgleT
4 ot ot AT H ROIE T 1T ol AT o 2024 # RUIE fohw 1T 285 HHIl T IR &Y
G

e The first outbreak of measles in the U.S. this year has been in the Mennonite
community in Gaines County, West Texas.

S AIe I, TH. # Tgell TE T TR AT LFATH & 37 H15E 7 AeAlATge WA H g3
gl

e So far about 226 cases have been reported from Gaines County, and many have been
tied to a Mennonite community with low vaccine uptake.

319 oo IF HISET A 79T 226 AR RIS fhw a1v §, 31K 31 @ &8 Avilise g O
21 g% § TSieTent &t wrareret A &

e The Mennonite community is largely unvaccinated due to cultural and historical
reasons.

AAATSE WHET AT &9 U FAFEALS ¢ i 38 Mo Aiegpfas i Mg Fwror
gl

e The Mennonite community in Gaines County has reported nearly 14% vaccine
exemption rates for school-aged children.

I FIEE A AeallolIse FHATT o Tohel-31 & el & [T SaTeaT 14% EraT e &I A
RaCr gl

e Ofthe 378 confirmed measles cases reported as of March 20, 124 (33%) cases have
been in children aged under five years and 159 (42%) cases have been in individuals
aged 5-19 years; in Texas, 63 adults have been infected.

20 AT des RUTE 3T 71T 378 qfte farw arw @a & Al 7 & 124 (33%) A 9ia a§ &
FH I & Feal 7 3R 159 (42%) ATHS 5-19 a9 Y & FiFcdl H ¥, TFAH H 63 TIFF
HHAT U

e As expected, 95% of individuals infected with measles are either unvaccinated or with
unknown vaccination status.

ST o 371 v 1S o, 95%WﬁW©Wﬁ§U%,a‘mEﬁaﬁmﬁ%§%mm
Aerehor YT 37T &

o While 3% of individuals infected with measles have taken only one dose of the MMR
vaccine, 2% have taken both doses of the MMR vaccine.

ms%mmwamg%,mmwmmm dFfAAT N E, 2%
A& 5 MVR dFHiReaT Fr g

e That 2% individuals got infected with measles despite being fully vaccinated is not
unexpected — even two doses of the MMR vaccine does not provide 100%
protection.

TE 2% ST E W Hshiardl gU &, 87T &1 I G e & ST ST 7T F, T AR 761 &
— TG e 1% &Y 31 MMR et 3 100% &I J&TeT 761 FclT|
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e According to the CDC, one dose of the MMR vaccine is 93% effective against
measles, while the effectiveness increases to 97% with two doses.

CDC & 38R, MMR 3FHIARIT FT T 15T TER & T@Th 93% W 8, STelfeh af 3T &
zgehr gHTaLfIerar 97% d 96 SIdr g

o "Some [fully] vaccinated people may still get measles, mumps, or rubella if they are
exposed to the viruses. It could be that their immune system didn’t respond as well as
they should have to the vaccine; their immune system’s ability to fight the infection
decreased over time; or they have prolonged, close contact with someone who has a
virus,” the CDC says.

‘P [ oRE V] IS ST TR, HECH, T Telell 81 Tohol © T1q J ARRE oh T H
AT §| TG &1 Hehell & Toh 3eTerT 35T FATEH AN & a1 foreeim gie =nfew 3=
wfafsrar &t & ara 8Y; 3oTeT S FovcH T & HT HeHaAUT § oS5t & &7 H ol Y
T &Y, AT d Tondll O ST & WY ofd THY Toh Hueh & T¢ &1 oideh I aRR# g1,” CDC
HET &

e However, fully vaccinated people generally have milder disease symptoms and are also
less likely to spread the virus to others.

clifeh, T g § JFAACS o197 HIHI: Gooh T8I0 o T g g 3N arRRE Hr gast
e thellel hr TG 8T A gidT 2

e But almost everyone who has not been vaccinated will get infected if they are exposed
to the virus and get sick.

Aifehet STITHIT T AT S FRAAS FAET §, 3R T TRIA & IS # 377 § A HohfAd &
ST 3R AR 98 A6 |

e Though the MMR vaccine is primarily meant to prevent measles infection, individuals
exposed to measles virus can still take the vaccine.

glellfeh MMR SFFHIeieret HET &9 & TE o HhHUT &l Aeho! oh ToIT &, AfeheT ToteT carfercat
ﬁwa?amwa;rﬁqé?gm%,amﬁaﬁawﬁmﬁl

e The MMR vaccine can offer some degree of protection against the disease or reduce
the severity of illness if vaccinated within 72 hours of exposure to the measles virus.

MMR dFifiatere e ge deh 9T & GR&T FeTel e el & AT WA oh IIXH o €U oh 72

gl & AT Eepr 9 T AR Fr 1fiar & FF = Gohar g

e On March 13, the WHO said that 1,27,350 measles cases were reported in 2024 in the
European region (53 countries in Europe and central Asia), double the number of cases
reported in 2023 and the highest number since 1997.

13 AT &I, WHO = &gt foh 2024 & Ui &1 (JUT 3R #7eg viram & 53 aur) #
1,27,350 TEY F ALY RUIE v a7w, St 2023 H RIE fRT 31T ATHeT 1 HEAT 7 19T §
3R 1997 & 91¢ I&d 3T T&AT ¢

e There were 38 deaths as of March 6, 2025, the WHO said.
6 AT 2025 de 38 #r?rgézﬁ WHO & FgT|
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e The European region accounted for a third of all measles cases globally in 2024.

2024 H FUART 817 AR &7 & T Ta¥ & A a7 vah fagrs feear qamam|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1. CBI convicts former Bihar Minister in bitumen case

CBI ¥ qd fagr #3t #Y fagfaer e & gt sgran

CBI convicts
former Bihar
Minister in
bitumen case

|IGS Paper IV: Ethics |
PATNA

Former Bihar Minister Mo-

hammad Illiyas Hussain

and four others were on
Saturday sentenced to
three years of rigorous im-
prisonment in the 1.57-
crore bitumen scam inves-
tigated by the CBI.

The Special CBI Court,
Ranchi,  which  pro-
nounced the sentence, also
imposed a fine of 332 lakh
on each accused.

The FIR was filed on Au-
gust 6, 1996 under the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act,
1988. The case pertains to
the alleged transportation
of bitumen from Haldia to
the Road Construction De-
partment, Hazaribagh via
Barauni. A probe revealed
that no bitumen was tran-
sported at all.

CBI convicts former Bihar Minister in bitumen
case

CBI & q& R 7= &t fagfarer aArsrer & &t sgran

Former Bihar Minister Mohammad Illiyas Hussain and
four others were on Saturday sentenced to three years
of rigorous imprisonment in the ¥1.57-crore bitumen
scam investigated by the CBI.

7d faeR 73l Avgrae sferama gée X R 37 &1 afdar
#I Z1.57 FU3 fagfAe aterar & HWdtag gann e v s &
ol\eT e Y THH FIT FoA1$ TS|

e The Special CBI Court, Ranchi, which pronounced the sentence, also
imposed a fine of ¥32 lakh on each accused.

ey difans FiE, T, o T o8, A el IR W 32 oA F+
STATAT &t ST |

e The FIR was filed on August 6, 1996 under the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988.

TH.3TE.HR. 6 3T 1996 &I yserar faaror sfafagsr, 1988 & dgd g
Fr 715 o)

e The case pertains to the alleged transportation of bitumen from Haldia to
the Road Construction Department, Hazaribagh via Barauni.

Ig HIHCT gfeaar ¥ gartarT U3 fastor fasmr o Rgfa fraRawaa
WI§ & ATIH ¥ IRagA & Fafdd g
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A probe revealed that no bitumen was transported at all.

S & g TH 3771 Tob 1§ g faa foeer ofr IRagaT 8T fomam
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