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1. Massive quake kills at least 144 in Myanmar and 8 in
Thailand; junta seeks foreign help
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2. Self-styled preacher convicted in rape case; sentencing
on April 1
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Iriter &t

3. The preacher pulling crowds with promises of healing
and miracles
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Massive quake kills at least 144 in Myanmar
and 8 in Thailand; junta seeks foreign help

&ﬁmw o iny,

ey

Shell-shocked: Rescue workers near an under- constructlon building that collapsed after the tremor hit Bangkok Thanland on Friday. Ap

|GS Paper I: Geographical Phenomenon

Agence France-Presse
NAYPYIDAW

A huge earthquake hit
Myanmar and Thailand on
Friday, killing more than
150 people and injuring
hundreds, with dozens
trapped in collapsed build-
ings and the death toll ex-
pected to rise.

The shallow 7.7-magni-
tude tremor hit northwest
of the city of Sagaing in
central Myanmar in the
early afternoon, and was
followed minutes later by a
6.4-magnitude aftershock.

The quake flattened
buildings, downed bridg-
es, and cracked roads
across swathes of Myan-
mar, and even demolished
a 30-storey skyscraper un-
der construction hundreds
of kilometres away in
Bangkok.
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While the full extent of
the catastrophe is yet to
emerge, the leader of iso-
lated Myanmar, in the grip
of a civil war, issued a rare
plea for international aid.

Junta chief Min Aung
Hlaing said 144 people had
been killed, with 732 con-
firmed  injured, but
warned the toll was “likely
to rise”. Eight deaths have
been confirmed so far in
Thailand, with more
expected.

He urged massive relief
efforts in the wake of the
disaster and said he had
“opened all ways for fo-
reign aid”.

Four years of civil war
sparked by the military
seizing power have rav-
aged Myanmar’s infras-
tructure and healthcare
system, leaving it ill-
equipped to respond to

such a disaster.

The country declared a
state of emergency across
the six worst-affected re-
gions after the quake,
which the World Health
Organization described as
a “very, very big threat to
life and health”.

‘Mass casualty area’
Hundreds of casualties ar-
rived at a major hospital in
Naypyidaw, where the
emergency department
entrance had collapsed on
a car.

An official at the hospi-
tal, the same one visited by
the junta chief, described it
as a “mass casualty area”
with medics treating the
wounded outside.

“I haven’t seen [someth-
ing] like this before. We are
trying to handle the situa-
tion,” a doctor said.

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Mandalay, Myanmar’s
second largest city, ap-
peared to have been badly
hit.

A resident reached by
phone said the city was
badly lacking in rescue
personnel.

Across the border in
Thailand, a 30-storey sky-
scraper under construc-
tion collapsed to a tangled
heap of rubble and dust in
a matter of seconds.

Interior Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul said eight
dead bodies have been re-
covered and, with between
90 and 110 people unac-
counted for, the toll is ex-
pected to rise.

“We see several dead
bodies under the rubble.
We will take time to bring
the bodies out to avoid any
further collapses,” he told
Presspersons.

As night fell, around 100
rescue workers assembled
at the scene to search for
survivors, illuminated by
specially erected
floodlights.

Visiting the site, Prime
Minister Paetongtarn Shi-
nawatra said “every build-
ing” in Bangkok would
need to be inspected for sa-
fety, though it was not im-
mediately clear how that
would be carried out.

An emergency zone was
declared in Bangkok,
where metro and light rail
services were suspended.

Strong quakes are ex-
tremely rare in Thailand.

India, France and the
European Union all offered
to provide assistance,
while the WHO said it was
mobilising its logistics hub
in Dubai to prepare trauma
injury supplies.
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Massive quake kills at least 144 in Myanmar and 8 in
Thailand; junta seeks foreign help

A T & FAAR A FH § FA 144 3R g1$els 7 8 Fr Ale; er
o faeeft #ee AEh

A huge earthquake hit Myanmar and Thailand on Friday, killing more
than 150 people and injuring hundreds, with dozens trapped in
collapsed buildings and the death toll expected to rise.

YFHAN ! FAAR 3 gréls 7 oy s 3mam, fowed 150 & srftr aert
HAR! T TEAT qGa1 T ITAFT B

T S MYANMAR) ° The shallow 7.7-magnitude tremor
W¢E < Adtingong ‘ Stattehsl‘ind C?:ptlFa|5 hit northwest of Sagaing in central
wi ajor Cities ) .
BHUTAN : U S iy ‘ : * Myanmar in the early afternoon, followed
& by a 6.4-magnitude aftershock within
INDTIA painage s Ravghatsaw inut
. KACHIN CHINA minutes.
Kaung Hein .
i 7.7 AYIET HT IYT $HT I F YA
BANGLADES [ . . .
el H FTAR & FEIT TS &8 & IR-
SAGAING s .
ufeas # 3131, 58@* & [Aec 91¢ 6.4
° Pl
* Shwebo v
b o andoly o YT T 3TFeATF HGHH fonam arm|
againg *@Amarapura g
CHIN o abingyan SHAN”""Q“SZ . VIETNAM o The quake flattened buildings,
engtun .
vonoehe MAGAY e t7 . * Taunggy o downed bridges, cracked roads, and
i1 Yenangyaung® .
Sitve & e Moy L aa s even demolished a 30-storey
P skyscraper under construction in
Lo i ( Bangkok, hundreds of kilometers away.
Thandwe® o Pyu . . .
e HFT A ARG 1 Oy o, qet ;A g
in’ ae Bﬂgﬂ KA \ Qg * g h
A AN fear, weat A e 31 &1, 3R TgT I &
B y o F Pathelfs o Ymg;n’rh q Mp ine
Wak OngWac-4 Mawian Y] . B B
Bengal e ac, dete # fawfomeler 30-AfraT g
MON

e THAILAND swnt-ra#rafrﬁmﬁmsﬁﬂaﬁ’rﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂ

o
Meinmadaung

15525.':3 Boundary Dawei % Q 2.ﬂ'|
o i:‘:ﬁf;’z:sﬂ;y‘ TANINTHARY!
e Andaman ey | _CAMBODIA The full extent of the catastrophe
Aee Sea ik : is yet to emerge, but Myanmar's junta
AsiA ; Bobyind Gulf of'h leader Min Aung Hlaing confirmed 144

Thailand

TR MYANMAR

4 deaths and 732 injuries, warning the toll

Ban Sadein ®
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#idll 3R 732 wrralt 1 9fSe I, g AaTae & §U ok ! Y HEAT 96 Fhel! T

o Eight deaths were confirmed in Thailand, with more expected.
el 31 8 Al 1 qfe g8 & 3 e aga Y e ¥

e The junta chief urged massive relief efforts and announced that he had "opened all
ways for foreign aid".

et W@ & 3 YT OX Tt ST 7 317K feRam 3R EoT Y o 3egier * fardelt weTerar
& wsft At @ Rye § |

e Four years of civil war have damaged Myanmar's infrastructure and healthcare
system, making it ill-equipped to handle such disasters.

IR AT & IEIEY o FAAR Y FiAArd) weaar 3 Fareey Qar yorreh & afaared w1
T, faw ag 0 3muent @ Aves & 3rmAd gy gl

o State of emergency was declared in the six worst-affected regions, and the World
Health Organization (WHO) called it a "very, very big threat to life and health".

oF a0 A8 wsniaa &=t 7 ararasrer i fohar a3, 3R favg waeew @9rser (WHO)
ﬁsﬁ"ahaaaﬁtﬁmwé:magaaam' |

‘Mass casualty area’

‘ofryor gaTET AT

e Hundreds of casualties arrived at a major hospital in Naypyidaw, where the
emergency department entrance had collapsed on a car.

Hhe araer ST AAHIET % U T3 IEIAT H TG, STET ATATARTelNeT AT HT I ETR
TF SR X X 7w &)

e Ahospital official described it as a "mass casualty area", with medics treating the
wounded outside.

Teh YT ATUSRT 7 38 " 90T gaTed &1 T, SIgT STeFe} J1gX Tl HT ST AT
w

e A doctor said, "l haven't seen anything like this before. We are trying to handle the
situation.”

Teh Siaex o gl "Hel 30W vgd ¥oT Fo ¢ d@nl & ey w garem A A aww
%III

e Mandalay, Myanmar's second-largest city, was also badly hit.
HISS, ST FATAR T GEIT TG T AT &, Tg 7 AR T J w1 g3

e Aresident reported that the city lacked enough rescue personnel.

U TYHIRT fAarlY & 9T 6 e A T919 Fiaar HY (il A7 &
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Destruction in Thailand

sz & qErd

In Thailand, a 30-storey skyscraper under construction collapsed within seconds,
turning into a heap of rubble and dust.

gr$ls A, fawtomeier 30-# AT T $ART FE & W3 H Fod 3R gFT F W A ol
TS

Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul confirmed eight dead bodies recovered, with
90 to 110 people unaccounted for.

WWWﬁgﬁﬁ%SQHW?,m%#MOWW%I

Rescue workers reported seeing several dead bodies under the rubble, and careful
extraction was necessary to avoid further collapses.

TU19 HAY & TR F Ao F A w7 a9 @S B, 311 3rfAF fRae O & v
TaUTAgAS fAFTere S 4Tl

Around 100 rescue workers were at the scene, working under floodlights to search
for survivors.

TS 100 TATAHHAT TCAEI S R a8 WAEAT 7 9 A1 1 @horad # et I |

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra announced that "every building in
Bangkok" would need a safety inspection, though no immediate plan was
mentioned.

T daierest fRAISTaTET o 9o i o " daie FY T ARG T AT S Fr Smea,
gTcTI{h SHPT dchlel PIS FISloll AGT adTS M|

Bangkok declared an emergency zone, suspending metro and light rail services.
doTe A muTaTle &1 TR T 9T, 3R Ay T godhT Yo Aarw Aafaa w3 &y g
Strong quakes are rare in Thailand, making this disaster highly unusual.

AT$els A 93 §[FT G 81 &, ST HH Tg 39T HATF WA &7 75|

International Aid Efforts

ARSI FEIAT TITH

India, France, and the European Union offered assistance, while the WHO mobilized
its Dubai hub to prepare trauma injury supplies.

AR, BiE 3 AT T S FTIar A QA A, SR WHO & 379et gas &g a1 afend
forar o1fes el & garer & forw amgfel R & s 7% |
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EARTHQUAKE
HhT

[N

« An earthquake is a sudden shaking or vibration of the Earth's surface caused by the
release of energy stored in rocks due to stress and strain within the Earth's crust.

« $FHT G T FAT T IAIF HIT AT FCH ¢, Al G T N # a=ima 3R
fapfa & SR TeeEr & FUET FAAT F HEFT @ BT Bl

Causes of Earthquakes

HFT F FROT

* The Earth's crust is made up of tectonic plates, which are constantly moving.

- g2 Y R EFRAF WA Y wl @ &, S Fear A A @

» When these plates collide, slide, or move apart, stress builds up in the rocks.

- ST A TAE THUAY, f@AFAY, AT AT gt &, O el H dg 96 ST g

» When the stress becomes too high, the rocks break or slip suddenly, releasing strain
energy in the form of seismic waves.

- ST Tld agd HAFET ST ¢, A Aeew IraeF ge et § a1 @ww e
forad s ait & &9 7 FaAt AT Q1 B

Seismic Waves
“. ; s

» When an earthquake occurs, energy spreads in all directions, just like ripples in a pond
when a stone is thrown.

« S HFT AT ¢, A Fa1 wsft Famat 7 Serelt § S 3 & S I F 2w
[ERCR I e O

* These energy waves are called seismic waves, and they travel through the Earth's crust,
causing the ground to shake.

« 3T ST AN BT HFIT TG FET AT &, A g2t i Ra F afa et § 3R el
& et &
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Key Terms in Earthquake Science

Y A @ S8 AET Usarael!

* Focus (Hypocenter)

- BIFH (FFIR)

* The exact point inside the Earth where an earthquake originates due to rock breaking or
slipping.
- 9l & e FT FAF &g, SeT aceEl & gea AT [@HFA & FROT $ehd Scloot

grar gl

* The depth of the focus determines the type of earthquake (shallow, intermediate, deep).

 BIHH Y IMEUS {FT & THR F UG AT § (3, ALAaed, 760 |

« Example In the 2015 Nepal Earthquake 7.8-magnitude, the focus was at 15 km depth,
making it highly destructive.

» 3ETEOT 2015 AYTST Y 7.8-clterarr, for e wrwnw 15 fradt g0 o am, 5w =g
ag faemereRr &=

« Epicenter

- TREw

* The point on the Earth’s surface that is directly above the focus.

- gl Y FAE W 97 [Ng, A WFE F F IR Bua @ar ¥

« It is the location where the earthquake is felt strongest and causes the most destruction.

«Tg 9% TUWT Gl &, 35T T Hr e AT claar Agqy gt ¥ 3R awd 3w
famer giar g1

« Example In the 2001 Gujarat Earthquake, Bhuj was the epicenter, experiencing the most
severe damage.

» JETEOT 2001 IERIC 37, Toree ot TRAeT a1 IR T AfAF THuTeT gar|

« Destruction at the Epicenter

- e oX fa=mer

* The intensity of shaking and damage is highest near the epicenter because it is closest to
the source of energy release.
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- &9 AR arfa F faar v & g wed fAw gl @, T I8 et g
8 & W & g F g 2

* The destruction decreases as we move away from the epicenter.

- S-S gH TR & ¥ I §, faeer i cfrerar geddt ST 2

TYPES OF SEISMIC WAVES
BODY WAVES (3r3f a#)

* Body waves are seismic waves that travel through the interior of the Earth.

- FE T AT GG E g & HiaReE HEr @ QR IR #

Types of Body Waves (737 d3@1f & YHR)
1. Primary Waves (P-Waves) STIf@® aar (f-awh)

* Fastest seismic waves, traveling at an average velocity of 7 km/sec.
cFIW A HFAT a, S steaer 7 Rli@dEs A atfa @ =erdr 8

» These waves are similar to longitudinal waves (Sound wave), meaning their direction of
vibration is parallel to their direction of propagation.

« Y T Hegded AN S T QI § AT ST HUeT e 3 TAR R FAEER g
gl

* Can travel through all media—solids, liquids, and gases, but their speed varies.

- g% g3l #regHt (o, ga, 3k 3w) #F ImEr FX FEA § AfraT I Afa et g B
» Higher the density of the medium, higher the velocity of P-waves.

« ATEYA Y "edead aer 3% gheft, d-awet & afa saet & it gl

Example:

During the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake, P-waves were the first waves detected by
seismometers worldwide.

2004 g AFNR 3T & SR, N gfam s & Rl qamr dad 9gd gof Y T
of|

2. Secondary Waves (S-Waves)
2. gadad a@t (TE-aid)

* Originate from the same point (Focus) as P-waves but travel slower, at an average
velocity of 3.5 km/sec.
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gt & AT BFF ¥ 30T gt §, dfrT el afy Gikgas 3.5 Fey@es) @ amEr
w3t

* These waves are similar to transverse waves (Light wave), meaning their vibration
direction is perpendicular to their direction of propagation.

* ¥ TE HIET a@N & A Bl 8, AT FoeT e AR @R an Rew d9ad et &
» Can travel only through solids and cannot pass through liquids or gases.
- Hq 3 9ardt § FHT AT I FFA 8, 3 gd T A ¥ 7 o wHA

Example:

During the 2015 Nepal earthquake, S-waves arrived seconds after P-waves, causing major
surface damage.

2015 AT ${FHY H, TH-a0 R-aCN F & W3 a16 G5, @ Fagr famer gam|

Surface Waves

(AdEr a3er)

e Most destructive seismic waves, causing major damage to buildings and
infrastructure.

o Originate from body waves when they reach the Earth's surface and interact with
surface rocks.

Types of Surface Waves
(AdE AN F IFR)

Rayleigh Waves (R-Waves)

Move in an elliptical motion, similar to ocean waves.

Direction of propagation is perpendicular to the wave motion.

Slower than Love waves, making them less destructive.

Example Rayleigh waves cause the ground to move up and down, shaking
buildings.

Love Waves (L-Waves)

Most destructive surface waves, moving the ground side to side.

Motion is horizontal and perpendicular to the direction of wave propagation.
Faster than Rayleigh waves but cause severe damage to infrastructure.
Example Love waves are responsible for the collapse of roads and bridges in
earthquakes.

° °
o O O O

o O O O
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Measuring Earthquake Strength (${&T Y dfgrar ATd=)

e Magnitude of the Earthquake
. 3T A afemor
Magnitude refers to the total energy released at the earthquake's focus.
Measured using the Richter Scale, developed by Charles F. Richter in 1935.
Richter Scale is logarithmic, each unit increase represents 10 times the
amplitude and ~32 times the energy.
Range 0 to 10 (most earthquakes fall between 3 to 9).
Example
= 6.0 magnitude earthquake releases 32 times more energy than a 5.0
magnitude earthquake.
= 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake had a magnitude of 9.1, causing
massive tsunamis.
« Intensity of the Earthquake ($f&9 T dieram)
Measures the actual damage and shaking felt on the surface.
Measured using the Mercalli Scale, developed by Giuseppe Mercalli in
1902.
o In India, the Modified Mercalli Scale (MMI) is used, ranging from I (not
felt) to XII (total destruction).
o Example
= 1993 Latur Earthquake (Magnitude 6.2) had an MMI intensity of IX
(severe destruction) in Maharashtra.
= 2015 Nepal Earthquake (Magnitude 7.8) had an MMI intensity of X
(widespread destruction).

Types of Earthquakes ({9 & Y&KR)

Based on Depth of Focus (% #T % & YR W H&FT F THN)

« Shallow Earthquake (3T #&9)
o Focus is located at a depth of less than 40 km from the Earth's surface.

*xche ST TGS gl ST Hag 4 40 fRelt & FA B B

o Most destructive as seismic energy does not dissipate much before reaching
the surface.

e T, Flh S Foi Tdg d% UgTe @ dgel SImal
ST gl giaitl
o Accounts for nearly 75-80% of all earthquakes worldwide.

gRAATR & I 75-80% HFT FHT Aol F 3w B
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o Example:
= 2015 Nepal Earthquake (Magnitude 7.8, Depth 15 km) caused severe

destruction in Kathmandu.

2015 AqTer T (cfarar 7.8, WS 15 fFah) F oA A WY
REINREEIE]

= 2001 Gujarat Earthquake (Magnitude 7.7, Depth 16 km) devastated
Bhuj city.
2001 ISR 3T (chaar 7.7, MEE 16 Frall) o a7 erET A
derg &Y e
« Intermediate Earthquake (F€J# @IS aTelT 8133-7'1')
o Focus is located between 40 km to 300 km depth.
**che, T IENTS 40 fRAT @ 300 fFelY & e T &1

o Less destructive than shallow earthquakes but can still cause strong shaking
over a wider area.

3y HFUL A JoaT A FH AerEY, AfheT 93 &7 H IS Feh

HEHH AT Hehdl &

o Example:
= 1985 Mexico Earthquake (Magnitude 8.0, Depth 80 km) caused

widespread damage in Mexico City.

1985 AfFEa! FT (arar 8.0, MeE 80 frel) o7 Afraenr &
H g9 deTer #AATS|
« Deep Earthquake (38T $&9)

o Focus is located beyond 300 km depth.
**chg, T IEXTS 300 et @ s @ 8

o Least destructive as seismic energy dissipates before reaching the surface.

T8 FA AR, # i i Fe ddg dh qguai T ggo fo@y
ST B

o Occurs mostly in subduction zones where one tectonic plate sinks beneath
another.

HET T § 399Er &1 (Subduction Zones) # git §, T8l T&
cFelfas wie W ¥F & gudt g1
o Example:

= 2013 Okhotsk Earthquake, Russia (Magnitude 8.3, Depth 609 km)
was felt over a vast area but caused minimal damage.
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2013 3N\IEF §{FT, T (iaar 8.3, 7S 609 fFah) 93 a7 A
FeHy FohaT 1T AfheT A st §3T|

Based on Genesis (3¢9f & TUR W &I F THR)

« Mining/Collapse Earthquakes (BeT=1/3[gT €aH )
o Caused by the collapse of underground mine roofs or caverns.
HATT TaE! i o AT I F A ¥ Fewe @ &

o Localized and of low magnitude.

T 93 g 3R A dgar & @
o Example:
= Coal Mine Collapse in Jharia, India led to frequent micro-
earthquakes.
SRAT, R H FIAT WG €aH & FRUT IR-GR G&H {0
3 B &

« Human-Induced Earthquakes (Aa-SIfod #9)

o Triggered by human activities such as nuclear explosions, reservoir-
induced seismicity (RIS), and deep underground fluid injection.

ARH AFwie, Temt F FROT 3ec0e HFNT gorgd (RIS) 30X
AT T FoFee S A afaRdft ¥ sewew @ &

o Example:
= Koyna Dam Earthquake, 1967 (Magnitude 6.3, Maharashtra, India)
caused by water storage in Koyna Reservoir.

YT ST H{FY, 1967 (NFaT 6.3, AFRISE, HRA) AT AT
H Uil o SROT & $hRUT 3|

= North Korea Nuclear Tests triggered small earthquakes due to
underground nuclear explosions.

3 FINAT F AR A0 @ AT faEdiet & HROT BIE
U 3T
« Tectonic Earthquakes (@Felfa® &)

o Caused by movement along tectonic plate boundaries, including
subduction, collision, and transform faults.

eFelfas vae AT A gagd & FROT I B &, Oad 3Taad
(Subduction), 1@ (Collision), 31X FITEAIOT &2 (Transform Faults)
anfae §
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o Most common and destructive type of earthquakes.

T I3H 3R REARER TR F 5T e

o Example:
= 2004 Indian Ocean Earthquake (Magnitude 9.1) caused a massive
tsunami, affecting multiple countries.

2004 ¥g AGRR &9 (arar 9.1) F v f2mer Fam cuee

&1, foraer &S Sot & weriad fama

= 2011 Japan Earthquake (Magnitude 9.0) triggered a devastating
tsunami and the Fukushima nuclear disaster.

2011 SATATST & (efiaeTr 9.0) & Uk IR FeATAT 3R
G RAAT IIATI] HTIET ' Sl ST

ANALYSIS OF EARTH'S INTERIOR
Behavior of Seismic waves:

Graphical representation of P and S waves:

- The velocities of P and S waves increased in the region (0-100 km) and hence found to
be solid.
P-waves and S-waves are not moving with a uniform velocity in the earth's interior.
The region (100-400 km depth ) where the velocity of P and S waves dropped is
Asthenosphere (Semi-fluid state).
The velocities of P and S waves beyond the Asthenosphere increased and hence the
region (400km-2700 km depth) is found to be solid.
S-waves do not travel beyond 2700 km depth and the velocity of the P-wave reduces
and hence this region (2700 km-4900 km) believed to be liquid.
The velocity of P waves increased beyond 2700 km to the center of the earth (6400
km) and hence believed to be solid.

Discontinuity Interpretation:
Conrad Discontinuity: between SIAL and SIMA.
Moho Discontinuity: Found when the wave move moves from Crust to Mantle.
Repetti Discontinuity: between Outer Mantle and Inner Mantle.
Gutenberg Discontinuity: between Mantle and the Core.
Lehman Discontinuity: between Outer Core and Inner Core.

Shadow Zone Analysis:
A zone on the earth where neither the body wave nor the surface will not reach is the
shadow zone.
Shadow zones of P and S-waves have been explained with the relevant diagrams.
105-145 degrees on both sides with respect to focus are the shadow zones of P-
waves.
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105 of East-105 degrees of West on both sides with respect to focus are the shadow
zones of S-waves.

Self-styled preacher
convicted in rape case;
sentencing on April 1

IGS Paper I: Society |

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH
Self-styled Christian

preacher Bajinder Singh
was on Friday convicted in
a 2018 rape case by a local
court in Punjab’s Mohali
district.

The court of Additional
District and Sessions Judge
Vikrant Kumar held Singh
guilty of sexual miscon-
duct and rape in the case
but acquitted five other co-
accused in the case. The
court will pronounce the
quantum of sentence on
April 1.

He was taken into custo-
dy by the police soon after
the judgment was
delivered.

Singh, 42, a self-pro-
claimed pastor, runs the
Glory and Wisdom Church
in Tajpur (Jalandhar) and
Majri (Mohali district) in
Punjab as a part of his mi-
nistries, and claims to cure
ailments and other pro-

Bajinder Singh

blems by offering miracle
services that have often
come under criticism from
several quarters.

Booked in another case
On February 28, Singh was
booked by the Punjab Pol-
ice in Kapurthala on charg-
es of sexual harassment,
stalking, and criminal inti-
midation, following a com-
plaint by a 21-year-old wo-
man, who was once a
volunteer at the preacher’s
ministry, where she spent
around six years.

Self-styled preacher convicted
in rape case; sentencing on
April 1

TG FTRUF TellchR ATHA A
greY FIR; TAT T Vel 1 3T Y

Self-styled Christian preacher
Bajinder Singh was on Friday
convicted in a 2018 rape case by a
local court in Punjab’s Mohali
district.

I $ATS 3T Ffoie g+
YFAR FI 2018 F TelTchR HTHS H
Yo & Algrell forel Y v TUT
Tl of gt SgT|

. The court of Additional District and
Sessions Judge Vikrant Kumar found Singh
guilty of sexual misconduct and rape, but
acquitted five other co-accused.

srfaRea forem 3w sarareer Rt FAR &
31ererd = FiE T Fhet AR 3R FeTcwr 1 2
T, Aifehet 3o 9T We-3ATAAt FY 7 w1 feam|

. The court will announce the quantum of
sentence on April 1.

37Tl 1 3T8eT T FoIT T 3rafer T aryorr H3E

. Singh was taken into custody by the
police soon after the judgment was delivered.

el AT T F i a1e; Rig # gfow Rwrwa
# o forar aram|
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e Singh, 42, a self-proclaimed pastor, runs the Glory and Wisdom Church in Tajpur
(Jalandhar) and Majri (Mohali district), Punjab.

42 il e, S Faaey aredY €, 7oy U RAsrs ==t o1 TeTelet arerqY (STere) 3R AS
(AgTelt fSrem), goe H A &

e He claims to cure ailments and other problems through miracle services, which
have often faced criticism.

Jg &TaT ld ¢ o THchRY Aar3t & Aredd & ST 3 3 FaEansHt &7 sarer =
FFa &, I I ATATTAT FT FHAT HIAT @Y &

Booked in another case

Waﬂm#aﬁaﬁganﬂm

e On February 28, Singh was booked by Punjab Police in Kapurthala on charges of
sexual harassment, stalking, and criminal intimidation.

28 WAt 1 g & &eTh Jore g o Fqgeen # A sedfis, dior w3 ik s
HET & T H HF &of fhaT|

The complaint was filed by a 21-year-old woman, who was once a volunteer at Singh’s
ministry and had spent around SiX years there.

RIrId T 21 aeifa AfgeT & e wUs, S wsft g & 7T & Taadas oY 311 g7 orersrer
o T fadr gohr ot
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Posters of Bjinder Singh being sokd outside the lory and Wisdom Church at Tapur vilage n Jalanghar distrc

Funjab. Ry WOORTHY

The preacher pulling
crowds with promises
of healing and miracles

Allegations of sexual misconduct against Bajinder Singh, who calls him:
mission. They throng his sessions held in a field in Punjab, even as his 375-million subscriber base grows on YouTube, finds Vikas Vasude

I a prophet, have not dented the faith of his followers in his Christian

S Paper I: Socief

n the afternoon of March 9, groups of
people in mini buses, cabs, autorick
shaws, and some on foot, rush to-
wards the Glory and Wisdom Church
in Tjpur vilge, Jalandbar distict, Punjab. They
are headed to a field spread across five acres
where Bajinder Singh, who calls himnself a pm

and others to find a solution to their lm.uhu.l
woes. All believe in the “healing crusades” and
“miracle services" that the preacher promises
‘The man, who claims to be 42, runs a ministry
based on the Bible. He has built his profile as a
man of God aver the past decade and has 3.
‘million followers on YouTube, with over a million
each on Instagram and Facebook

This Sunday though, villagers in Tajpur say the
crowd, usually 6,0007,000 strong, has dipped
‘marginally. Manjinder Singh, former office-mem-
ber of Tajpur panchayat, says, “Most of the
crowd comes from outside the village

On February 28, an FIR was registered against
Bajinder at the Kapurthala police station on
charges of sexual harassment, stalking, and cri-
‘minal intimidation based on the complaint of a
2k-year-old woman. She was once a vohnteer,

erving a few years at the preacher’s ministry.

His followers, from across north India, say this
is just God testing him. Geeta, 30, who s originak
ly from Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh, but now

lives in Amritsar, says nothing in the world can
weaken her faith in “Papa-Bajinder”. “My hus-
band struggled with alcoholism for about 15
vears. But after Prophet Bajinder’s prayers, he
has started living a normal life. T shifted to Amrit
sar 13 yem..gy.nnd since 2017, | have been regu-
larly visit church,” says Geeta, whose hus-
band s(‘lls I‘nu[s for a living. As she makes her
am with him. All his fol-

The prayer meeting
As his followers make their way through the pas-
toral landscape, with green wheat stalks glist
ing in the spring sunshine, the scene breaks into
a mini market. Here on sale are crucifixes, keyr-
ings withth cross, Chrscanart, copcs o he
ble in Hindi, as well as posters of Bjinder with
mhtssages o Wi Mokt pacple st post 183
“healing crusade” is about to begin, where Bajin
der claims he will cure people of ailments.
Behind the big metal gate at the entrance to
the premises, which has a few buildings and tents
spread across an open field, the believers, as they
like to be called, are listening. Each service goes
on for five hours, and people come and go. Bajin:

ee

He once
smashed my
Toot so badly

Twasnt .lhle
totellmy
parents as
the pastor
and his
associates
Kept

threatening
tokillme
and them
i1 did

Bajinder Singh (

der wears a white shirt, black blazer,and jears.
citing rses from the Bible in a mix of
elish, and Punjabi. There's a music
oup that is playing a background score. The
‘message is often about God testing people with
difficult circumstances.

Rajinder has been on the wrong side of the law
a few times. On March 25 this year, he was
booked in another case by the Punjab police, al
legedly for asauting 3 3Syearold woman pas
. The case was registered days after a video cir-
mlamd on social media purportedly showing
ping and arguing with the complainant.

raging a woman's modesty by assault), 15 (volun-
tarily causing hurt), and 126 (wrongful restra
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. According to the
complainant, the incident occurred on February
Mt z,..;mue. s church in Majri sub-tehsil, S.A.
Nagar district. Bajinder’s associates, however,
have dismissed the allegations.

He recently appeared before a judge in a Mo-
hali court that was hearing a 2018 sexual harass
‘ment case against him. In 2022, a Delhi-based fa
mily accused him of fraud after hie allegedly took
money from them to ‘cure’ their daughter of an
illness, but she could not be saved. He also spent
a year and a half in of his own admission.
‘This is when he claims he became a Christian.

Scared and sick

Over 30 km away is the survivor's home in Ka-
purthala. At her mohalla (neighbourhood), resi-
dents are reluctant to speak. At the end of a lane,
the woman, physically sick from worry, lives ina

right] with his followers during a prayer at Tajpur village in Ja

three storey house with her parents. She is here
for a few months with her husband after giving
birth, “It was the safety of my baby girl that made
me muster the courage W file a complaint against
him [Bajinder]," she says, adding that years of ha.
rassment and threats have taken their toll. “I
started (0 visit the Glory and Wisdom Church at
Tajpur village in 2017 with my parents. T was 13
yeears old then. After a year or so, their function
aries started pressuring my parents o make me
join as a valunteer in the service of the pastar,”
she say
Reluctantly, in 2020, she did. In a few months,
she says she began receiving sexually explicit
messages and phone calls on her mobile phone
from B.A\mJL con, he began touching her inap
propriate “He once smashed my foot
so badly that lhr: scar fs stil there. | wasn't able to
tell my parents as the pastor and his associates
kept threatening to kill me and them if1 did. | was
s scared that | started getting p'um‘ attacks. I left
my studies in college m he got
mirried In 2024 and began fo Tive I Jabalpur,
Madhya Pradesh
When she came for delivery (o her parents’
place, she and her husband faced intimidation
from Bajinder and his group, she says. *They
it

We have visited the church [in Tajpur]
and examined the witnesses. As and
when needed we will personally examine
him [Bajinder] as well

RUVINDER KAUR BHATTI

Superimendent of Pice (Phag

who's headingthe SIT

men Commi n and the National Commission
for Women have also taken cognisance of the
case and sought swit action from the police.
There is criticism that Bajinder has not been
questioned tll date.
Superiendent of Police (haguara) Rupie

der Kaur Bhatti, who s heading the SIT, says,

are examining both sides. The complainant xm
given us some mobile phones and pen drives,
which we have sent for forensic examination. The
report is awaited. We have visited the chureh [in
fajpur] and examined the witnesses. As and
when needed, we will personally examine him
[Bajinder] as well.”

Blind belief
Reacting to the allegations, Bajinder, ar a press
conference, said, “The allegations levelled
against me are baseless. Fake chats and messages
are easy to create these days. The girl was suffer
i rom fits s evil spirits had haunted her. Sheis
Tike our daughter and our task is o pray.”
Atwhat s touted as a healing service, a woman
0s longing 1o have a child walks towards
stor. He says, “Are you a believer? Do you
you shall be cured toda
ryone pray for her” He touches her forchead
with oil, and she rolls violently on the ground
“The crowd erupts, shouting, “Hallelujah”.
The woman stands up as Bajinder declan
has been cured of a cyst and ‘blesses” her,
she will havea baby soon. In the background, the
ra reaches a crescendo; the crowd sw
with raised arms.

she

Seema, 35, a follower from Sultanpur Lodhi

with the ministry for the past seven to eight years
and her faith in the church has only grown. “1 was
suffering from an ovarian disorder and despite
taking medication, the problem persisted. But
when | came here and the prophet started pray-
ing for me, I was cured. | am free now;” she says,
adding that she has not taken any medicine ever

since joined the church.
On his website, Bajinder laims his ministry is
he farm-

erwhohelda government job. He says s
forces harassed me” when he was a teenager and
that he got “into the wrong company”, which
landed him in.
After his release lmm jail - his office does not
‘confirm any dates — he started preaching at gath-
erings in S.A.S Nagar district, but when villagers
abjected, he moved near Baraudi willage in Majri
sub-tehsil.
Manmoban Singh, former sarpanch of Barau-
says, “Everyone has the right to practise their
religion, but many villagers objected to the loud
music that continued late ino the night. 1 had
held meetings with them to reduce the nose le
vel during my tenure, but it was of no use
On his website, the locations of his churches
are listed: Tripura, the easternmost in India;
Pune, the southernmost; and 12 locations
abroad, including Hong Kong and Fiji
Bajinder is not availzble to meet or speak. Av.
taar Singh, president of Bafinder's ministry, says,
here's 10 truth in the allegations. We do not in-
dulge in anything that creates trouble for others.
‘The allegations are a conspiracy against us.”

Power and money
Punjah is seeing the sprouting of dera (camp)
churches, unaffi to organised Christian
sects such as the Church of North India, which is
administered hierarchically with elected office-
bearers. dera churches have branches
across all districts of the State, with many like Ba-
jinder claiming to have branches outside the
State and country.

Emanual Nahar, professor at Panjab Universi
ty's Political Science department, says there are
about 20 to 25 dominant dera churches in the

10,000 to 25,000 people attend Sunday services
Dalits from Punjab, who constitute 32% of the
State’ ]mpulauou( per the 2011 Cens

since these deras often offer social

Nam of these noa-traditional chirches offe
miraculous healing and supernatural interven-
tion in personal and health problems, he adds

even cause harm
was then that my husband and I decided 1o ap
proach the police.” She wants the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 to be in
voked as she was a minor then,

The Punjab police has set up a three-member
Special Investigation Team (SIT) to probe the
charges against the pastor. The Punjab State Wo-

thar; the survivor at her R MOORTHY

people claiming to be cured of ill-
nesses or lfe's troubles make them a big dr.m

g camp s
and the 3022 Punib Asernbly poll, candidates
of all key political parties visited these churches
Harpreet Deol, who runs the Open Door Church
in Khojewala village, Kapurthala, launched the
United Punjab Party in April 2023. In February
that year, his church was raided by the Income
Tax Department along with that of Bajinder.
Around 5 ki from Bajinder’s church, spread
across approximately 75 acres, stands the Church
of Signs and Wonders at Khambra v
landhar, which was established by Ankur Narula,
39, whao calls himselfan apostle. His premises too

His meetingattracts 25,000-30,000 people ev-
ery Sunday and his YouTube channel has 2.65
‘million followers. As he delivers his sermon,
ula asserts that “spreading the word of God and
changing hearts s at the core of his discourse’

Hamid Masi, working president of the poli-

wing of the mir “In mainstream
Chritian denominations. such 25 Roman Cathal
icsand Protestants, one has to undergo extensive
training to become a pris Iso, if a person
wants to accept Christianity, it’s a long process
before being haptised. Her
of heart and not on conversion,” he says.
vikas.vasudeva@thehindu.co.in

z

The preacher
pulling crowds
with promises of
healing and
miracles

THcHI 3R TS
& Y ¥ ofiz
SIeTet aTelT 39G2R

Allegations of
sexual misconduct
against Bajinder
Singh, who calls
himself a prophet,
have not affected
the faith of his
followers in his
Christian mission.
afoieT R (T ge
+ ARAsTaear vga

e On March 9, groups
of people arrived in mini
buses, cabs,
autorickshaws, and on
foot at the Glory and
Wisdom Church in

Tajpur village, Jalandhar district, Punjab, where Bajinder Singh was to speak at a
prayer meeting.
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e The field where the event took place spreads across five acres.
I FFHH I Ths H ot T AerT 7 g3

e Some attendees came for healing, Whiloe others sought solutions to financial
problems.

TS AT TS & T 31T I, & Fo 3w FHEAHT F FATE & 0|

e Bajinder Singh has 3.75 million YouTube followers, with over a million followers on
Instagram and Facebook.

Tfoie fE & 3.75 A" Bies YouTube WX § 3R $¥erme  $ags W o fAfeas
¥ 3w Bre3wd &1
e On February 28, an FIR was registered against him at the Kapurthala police station

for sexual harassment, stalking, and criminal intimidation, based on a complaint by
a 21-year-old woman who was once a volunteer in his ministry.

28 B Y 3eTeh TWelTh FYRYET Ifaw o H It scdfisa, ot Fa 3k sraufes
HAT & IRT F FIR gof 1 373, 5 76 21 aeifr ARET carT gt s 15 oY, St uger 31T
HATET H Fq98aS 2|

o His followers believe this is just God testing him.
3eTeh AT b7 AT ¢ o Ig fAh Srav Fradian g |

e Geeta (30), originally from Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh, now living in Amritsar, supports

Bajinder, as she believes his prayers helped her husband overcome 15 years of
alcoholism.

e (30), S FeT T F AEYR, 36 T2 T 1 aTell & 3R 376 IFHAE & Bl 8, afiex
T GAYT FIAT &, Fifoh 3og TARATH ¢ Toh SeTehl YTHAT3T A IoTeh Ifey &Y 15 HTel Y IR Y
o ¥ geanT famar|

The prayer meeting

UTAT WAHT

e The prayer site turned into a mini-market, selling crucifixes, keyrings with the cross,
Christian art, Bibles in Hindi, and posters of Bajinder Singh.

WIAT T Uh DI 916K H 9&of 31T, STeT hid arek h1-Rer, $ar$ Fer, B & ssfea sk
afiet R & e s T | I

e The "healing crusade" was about to begin, where Bajinder claimed to cure people.
" FRE" Y& BleA aTeT AT, STgT AfSieT ANt Y Sk FI 7 g1ar F:I @ F

e The venue included a few buildings and tents in an open field.
Wwwmﬁtgﬁmﬁﬁmﬁmgmml

e Each service lasted for five hours, with people coming and going.

YA AT IIe 6 e Tell, STaT @er 3Td-aATd @ |
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Bajinder wore a white shirt, black blazer, and jeans, and recited Bible verses in
Hindi, English, and Punjabi, with a music group playing in the background.

FfeleT o A¥he AL, FTaT salorT 3 S ggelt ot 31w o Ry, 3rash 3k gorme & arsfeer &Y
3T 9 T§ &, STaieh Wl THE Toa3{fA & Fafly a<m T 4|

The message focused on God testing people with difficult circumstances.

SoTeRT HGRT $2aX GaRT dllai Y afiet Fiser aRFFUfAAT & Areasr & = |

Legal troubles

et wenfer

On March 25, Punjab police booked Bajinder in another case, allegedly for
assaulting a 35-year-old woman pastor.

25 AT T IoTTd Yierd o afSiey av v 3R Anrer gof fra, fSee 36 o¥ 35 adffa afger
qTEY 9 §HET Fe & AT &

The case was filed after a viral video showed him slapping and arguing with the
complainant.

I ATHT TF arae NfAY & 912 gof v 13T, Toaa a8 Reraasar &) aoas AR 3iX
69 Fd @ wW I

The FIR was registered under Sections 74 (outraging a woman's modesty), 115
(voluntarily causing hurt), and 126 (wrongful restraint) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita.

FIR R = wfgar &t &mr 74 (AfRem &y #AA1ET 7 3r9#A™=T), 115 (FeoT @ 9l
ggTe), AR 126 (e T A qehetl) & Ted gof I TS|

The complainant alleged that the incident took place on February 14 at Bajinder’s
church in Majri sub-tehsil, S.A.S. Nagar district.

FRIATIdehdT o 3TRIT oR1AT fo I Tt 14 BIad F afeiey & 9= &, AT 39-dgdid,
W.u.w.mmﬁrgé%ﬁl

Bajinder's associates dismissed the allegations.

afoiey F WAt o g 3t F @ier & fem)

Recently, Bajinder appeared before a Mohali court in connection with a 2018 sexual
harassment case.

gTeT &1 &, aﬁazolsa;mmsﬂmﬁmmﬁwgm
In 2022, a Delhi-based family accused him of fraud, alleging that he took money to
“cure" their daughter, but she could not be saved.

2022 ﬁ,ﬁﬁhaﬁwwﬁaﬂ#mwmmmm,u@mm@%ﬁﬁ
"IAHT I A S FA" F AT 4F fw, AfFeT a8 79 7€ T

Bajinder spent one and a half years in jail, according to his own admission.

afSiey A g F&FR B i 375ia 33 w1 e & fame)
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During his jail time, he claims to have converted to Christianity.

I & SR, 37gisr arar e o 3ogiey $|1$ eret 3rv=r foram|

Scared and Sick
N gC IR AAR

Over 30 km away, the survivor's home is in Kapurthala.

30 farat g, ST 1 TR FRUT A B

In her mohalla (neighbourhood), residents are reluctant to speak.
3o1eh Alged (T31) H ST el 8 RIFH W@ 8

At the end of a lane, the woman, physically sick from worry, lives in a three-storey
house with her parents.

IS o 37 H, AT AT & FROT ARNNF T F AR 3797 ATAT-FIAT & @rer et &AfSrar
T H G gl

She is here for a few months with her husband after giving birth.
96 YHT & 91¢ 3791 9T o AL FH© HElel b ToIT Tei 3775 & |

“It was the safety of my baby girl that made me muster the courage to file a complaint
against Bajinder,” she says.

A AT Y Y& A 37 IR F FRrew e gor O F Aed &, 9% Fed 8

“| started visiting the Glory and Wisdom Church at Tajpur village in 2017 with my
parents. | was 13 years old then.”

"HaY 2017 H 379 ATI-TAT & T AR T F T U Rrsrs# =9 St g foran| g #

13 el &Y 27|

After a year or so, their functionaries started pressuring her parents to make her join as
a volunteer in the service of the pastor.

TF G 916, I & GSITARTRAT o 3Tk ATI-TOar X g1ed) Y Aa1 #F T9gdas 9 ol

ST FATAT & Y fea|
Reluctantly, in 2020, she joined.
2020 & IfA=aT &, T8 T § 3 TS|

In a few months, she began receiving sexually explicit messages and phone calls
from Bajinder.

T TGl A, 38 qfoied & I 3cdisar & 53 waer 3R BT FieT Ao o
“He once smashed my foot so badly that the scar is still there.”

"3 Teh §R A A FAelt S & Farer foam fon foverr sy ot AlSg 1

She was so scared that she started getting panic attacks and left her college studies
midway.

gg 34l 3T IS Th 3T "aIge & R IS ofdl 31X 30 ot 1 ygrs fa A s &
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She got married in 2024 and moved to Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh.
38 2024 H ATE Y ol R ST, HET YA TToll TS |

When she came for delivery to her parents’ place, Bajinder and his group intimidated
her and her husband.

SIS 98 9Ha & T 319 ATaT-fdr & o3 3$, o afdfe 3 3w wepg o 39 3k 3w ufa
I SAAT-YHBIT|
“They even threatened to harm my newborn.”

"Seglel WWWaﬁ;ﬁ?mﬁgwﬁWl"
She wants the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 to be invoked
as she was a minor then.

gg el & foh et IroRrert & St 1 W7o 3fAfA7H, 2012 o] foham ST ifeh 9 de
Aranfear o)

Investigation and Legal Action

ST 3R FTefet FRETS

Punjab Police has set up a three-member Special Investigation Team (SIT) to probe
the charges against the pastor.

YoTe gferd = aTedy & &l 3T 1 Sfrer o forw dfter st farehy sirer ger (SIT) arfoa
Rar gl

The Punjab State Women Commission and the National Commission for Women
have sought swift action.

YSATe A AfFeT AT 3N AT ARl e 2 caRa FRars i Ajer 6 g

Criticism: Bajinder has not been questioned till date.

HTANIAT: Tt J 3 T [BATS A¢H H TS & |

Superintendent of Police (Phagwara) Rupinder Kaur Bhatti, heading the SIT, said,
"&H axal galt Y ST FT R EN”

"We are examining both sides."

The complainant has provided mobile phones and pen drives for forensic examination.

FRIPTIARAT o RS BT 3T U 3157 RIS o & fow d@f §)
SIT has visited the church in Tajpur and examined witnesses.

SIT & aTerqR % == &1 SR T 3R araret @ godrs &

“As and when needed, we will personally examine Bajinder as well.”

"S1e 8fY 3T g1, §A ST & SafFdra T § (BdTe Hiar|"

Blind Belief
rerfaeara
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Bajinder, at a press conference, denied the allegations.

FfSiey & O Hishd H 3RIGT & SThR fFaT|

"Fake chats and messages are easy to create these days."

" 3ToTehel Prsit A€ 3R TR STelT Sg el AT §1°

He claimed the girl suffered from fits due to evil spirits.

3= erar fenar T ergeht ot g3 ameAtsit & Fror R usa A

At a healing service, a woman longing for a child was called forward.

Teh TS HT H, Teh Ao, ST Hclel TG &Y, T 3TN Felrar I127|

Bajinder anointed her forehead with oil, and she rolled violently on the ground.
ITSieR o 38% ATY W el ST, 3R 98 T W IR-IR F dAest 9|
The crowd shouted "Hallelujah", and Bajinder declared her healed.

g o "geaedrs” Reamar, 3R afsiey o Bivor &1 i a8 S g 75|
Seema (35) from Sultanpur Lodhi says her faith in the church has grown.
odlayqe arefl iy @A (35) el & fob SeTent = ) favara 3R 9 AT g |

"I had an ovarian disorder, but after the prophet’s prayer, | was cured.”
"FST TR Y NARY o, oifehet s1fasTaerar & grdfewn & a1, # S Ay 751"
She claims she has stopped taking medicines ever since.

ag FEcll ¢ 19 dd § 3egiel GATT AA=lT §¢ F fer ¢

Bajinder’s Background

afoiex # TeoHA

Bajinder claims his ministry is the "World No. 1".

SfSiey & grar & foh 3! Harery "gfaar F daw 1" &

He states that "evil forces harassed him" as a teenager, leading him into bad
company.

3oTehT shgetl & Toh feheiRTaedr # " g aferaat & 378 wener far, fSed ag wraa worfa &
ECKILY

He was jailed but later started preaching in S.A.S Nagar district.

3o el ¢, Ifohe a1 & 3oglel S.A.S IR foreh # TR T & |

When villagers objected, he moved near Baraudi village in Majri sub-tehsil.

ST ITHTOT oF TaRrer fohaT, af ag ATeY 39-agdie & 931 g & 91 Ter 7|
Manmohan Singh, former sarpanch of Baraudi, says, "Villagers objected to loud
music late at night."

T3Xd) & qF wRuT Aeee RiE Fodl &, 9Tid arelt o T o A7 walve O} IRy Srars o
Bajinder’s churches are in Tripura, Pune, and 12 international locations including
Hong Kong and Fiji.

afetex & o g, qot, 31X 12 ey Tt Sy gierir iy Resht 3 £
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Avtaar Singh, president of Bajinder’s ministry, calls the allegations a conspiracy.

fSieT F HATAT F 3reyeT Iadr g 7 3IR9T F Fuferer sarm|

Power and Money
e A T

Punjab is withessing the rise of dera (camp) churches that are unaffiliated to
organised Christian sects like the Church of North India.

YoTTe H 3X (F9) T 96 @ 8, S WIS $HTS el S 99 3w A1 33w @ 53 A6 8
The Church of North India is administered hierarchically with elected office-bearers,
whereas most dera churches have branches across all districts of the State.

TE 3TE AT ST F7 J2HA FAGGY T F AT qerfaFREr gann o srare,
STafep rfRrhrer 3Y At Fr U= & T forat & emam g1

Many dera churches, like Bajinder's, claim to have branches outside the State and
country.

5 3T 9, SN afSieT T T, Tg S1aT A & 1o 3oTehl T 3T Ter & T oft emae &

Dera Churches and Their Followers

3T 9 3R 3 gAY

Emanual Nahar, a professor at Panjab University’s Political Science department,
states that there are 20 to 25 dominant dera churches in Punjab.

yarre fareafaearera & Tarifae faamer e & W SATIUe ATeY & 3R, dole #
20 ¥ 25 GH@ N TH ¢ |

Many of these dera churches have been opened by non-Christians.

31 3Y Tl A ¥ F5 IR-SASIN GarT Tlel aTT & |

"About 10,000 to 25,000 people attend Sunday services."

" ¥ IAGI SST9T 10,000 / 25,000 AT Yre=AT |37 # eanfAer g1 § 1"

Dalits from Punjab, who form 32% of the State’s population (as per the 2011
Census), are major followers of these dera churches.

YSTe F &ferd, Sl T T 32% STAHEAT § (2011 Y SAMNVTAT & ITEN), 1 ST Tdf
YHY AR E

Many dera churches promise miraculous healing and supernatural interventions for
personal and health problems.

F3 3 I IHHN SoTeT IR IraifFe gEaadq 7 grar s &

Testimonies of people claiming to be cured of ilinesses or life’s troubles make these
churches highly popular.

VT Tt T AR AIAT 3T AN T IS A Tt &, ST ST FIA & 19 JeTehT SIATRAT AT
Sfaet Fr enfaar S g 1|
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Political Influence of Dera Churches

3 TET FT ASTATAH THT

During the 2024 Lok Sabha elections and the 2022 Punjab Assembly elections,
candidates from all key political parties visited these churches.

2024 F AHEHT ToT1q 3N 2022 F ToTd Ryermarws gama & alret, aeft woge Terehfas
gdl & 3FACaRY & 57 =t &1 el R

Harpreet Deol, who runs the Open Door Church in Khojewala village, Kapurthala,
launched the United Punjab Party in April 2023.

gl 33te, S BSETET T, FYILET 7 AT K T T &, A I 2023 H A8
YT 9Tt & |

In February 2023, the Income Tax Department raided his church, along with
Bajinder's church.

HIG 2023 H, IR AATT A 37k T T dfeie] & 99 & 1Y ST ART|

Other Prominent Dera Churches
I GHE 3 I

Around 5 km from Bajinder’s church, the Church of Signs and Wonders in Khambra
village, Jalandhar, was established by Ankur Narula (39), who calls himself an
apostle.

afSieT & =< @ Fererer 5 Y g, WFa a7, SR A T G WIEew US I3 T AT
HFT AT (39) ¥ 1, S Ge I IR (3aees) Faa &

His premises were raided by the IT Department in 2023.

FoTeh IRET W 2023 H ATIHT AT 5 ST ART 27|

His Sunday meetings attract 25,000 to 30,000 people, and his YouTube channel has
2.65 million followers.

3erehr TG Fr wemait 7 25,000 F 30,000 & 377 &, R 39 g ATl & 2.65
Ao sregamht £

Narula asserts that "spreading the word of God and changing hearts" is at the core
of his mission.

STECIT T gl § Toh "$2aT HT TG Weltelt AR AT & forer Feerar 3otah AR & g
LA

Difference Between Mainstream Christianity and Dera Churches

HETURT & $ATS 43 3T Y 7=f 7 e
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e Hamid Masih, working president of the political wing of the ministry, explains key
differences.

T ardliE, S FATer & Wareifas ¥ & FRIFRY st §, 57 79t & HTT 3R I &
e In mainstream Christian denominations (like Roman Catholics and Protestants),
extensive training is required to become a priest.

HETURT & $HTE WIS (S qAe Fafas 3k wieede) #, aredl aoat & forw arger
9fA&TOT 31192 gl & |

e Also, conversion to Christianity is along process before baptism.

SGeh 3TclTaT, $ATS &3 TPR Hlar T TiFAT o€ 2l & 31T Jufaear (e §FFR) 4 gga
S TOT BT &

e However, in dera churches, the focus is on changing hearts, not conversion.

Afhat 3T Tt & eure a3t IRadd W A1, Ifesd e Ieae wX fear srar g1

‘Coffee output likely
to be higher in 2026
than last two years

[GS Paper I:
minAgriculture

BENGALURU

India’s coffee production
for the crop year ending
March is likely to be 3.52
lakh metric tonnes, while
the yield for next year is ex-
pected to be much higher
than the last two years as
most plantations have al-
ready received adequate
blossom showers helping a
healthy berry setting, said
Coffee Board CEO and Se-
cretary K. G. Jagadeesha
However, he said, na-
ture plays a critical role in
coffee farming and if plan-
tations get 67 months
without a dry spell, next
year’s yield would be sub-

Global coffee prices are likely to
stay high for one more year,
says the CEO. FILE PHOTO

stantially higher than the
last two years. Quoting In-
ternational Coffee Organi-
sation, the CEO said global
coffee prices were likely to
stay high for one more year
as most major producing
nations experienced cli-
mate change.

Coffee Output Likely to Be
Higher in 2026 Than Last Two
Years’

‘2026 H ST 39T S g aut
T 3 g T FATTAT

India’s coffee production for the crop
year ending March is estimated to be
3.52 lakh metric tonnes.

AT H GATCT g1 W@ FA a¥ & fav sRa
T ST 3cUTGsT 3.52 a1 HIfesh o W@t
T AT o

. Next year’s yield is expected to be much
higher than the last two years due to adequate
blossom showers, which help in healthy berry
setting.

39T qY T 391G S &Y Nt Y Jofert A HfAF
glel ol 3FHIG &, FRifeh qATCoT Sellwe ATaN (Fel 3MTet
arelt FTREN) T 9gaX A Sl H HgIAT fHeT g
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e Coffee Board CEO and Secretary K. G. Jagadeesha provided this information.

g SATABRT ST 18 F g 3T g F. . serdew 7 &)

Impact of Weather on Coffee Farming

AaH 71 FH G W] 9319

e Nature plays a critical role in coffee farming.
W HRa HIAT Aelt 7 Fgeaqor sfaw e 8

o If plantations receive 6-7 months without a dry spell, next year’s yield could be
substantially higher than the last two years.

I ATt Y 6-7 AW T YF A g1 FAeral ¢, Al 3Tl FIel T Sculee e ar ast
FY FeraaT & FTHY 37 & T B

Global Coffee Prices and Climate Change
dfRas It Frerd AR STerarg aRkader

e International Coffee Organisation (ICO) predicts that global coffee prices will remain
high for one more year.

AT HIHT WIS (ICO) & ITER, AR FHIchr A Froret vap AR ad o <l it
&

e Most major coffee-producing nations are experiencing the impact of climate change.
HTRIRTEr Y@ HIT 3cUTGH & STerary IRacteT & FHT T AHAT B & |

Israel strikes Beirut for the first Israel Strikes Beirut for the First
time since Nov. 2024 ceasefire Time Since Nov. 2024 Ceasefire

SSISd o STde¥ 2024 & WENH &
91 Ugell IR a&d IX gH T T

Israel launched its first strike on Beirut
since the November 2024 ceasefire.

FORISH of AdEY 2024 & WHYRIA & 915
IGSPaperI:Mappin : WWWWWWI

Israel on Friday launched its first strike on Beirut since the o The strike targeted a Hezbollah drone depot in
November 2024 ceasefire, targeting a Hezbollah drone depot in the -
the Dahiyeh suburb.

Dahiyeh suburb. The attack followed rocket fire into northern Israel,
which Hezbollah denied responsibility for. Residents evacuated as
tensions escalated. ap

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page2 6

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Ig GHCT GeHg 39K H ua fesgeare e Bt &1 e sere fohar arm|

e The attack came after rocket fire into northern Israel, which Hezbollah denied

responsibility for.

IE GHCT 3N IS I THe gH F TG 1oh T 31T, TS5 T Regeare 3 Faer

e ¥ saARR R

o Residents evacuated as tensions escalated.

T919 9ea I TAHT fAarfaay « ST =)

ISTANBUL

Tirkive detains more journalists

in dawn searches after protests

L [GS Paper I: Mapping

REUTERS

Two journalists, Elif Bayburt and Nisa Suda Demirel, were detained
in Istanbul during dawn searches on Friday amid Turkiye’s
crackdown on protests following Opposition Mayor Ekrem
Imamoglu’s arrest. Over 1,900 people have been detained, with
police accused of suppressing dissent and targeting media. ap

Mayor Ekrem Imamoglu.

4 TRFARET fRArdeft AR v gamAITe A RFart & a1g giFS & R yedat e
ST @Y FaTs F e £

e Over 1,900 people have been detained, with police accused of suppressing dissent

and targeting media.

Turkiye Detains More
Journalists in Dawn
Searches After Protests

yeeiel & a7 i A
ds% Y saA # 3k
CECOCETIELTIES

Two journalists, Elif
Bayburt and Nisa Suda
Demirel, were detained in
Istanbul during dawn
searches on Friday.

ar TR, Tfaw age Ak
forar ger A, # Yhar
as% A H SNAN &
alrer fIRwFaR T arm)

. The arrests are part of
Tiirkiye’s crackdown on protests
after the arrest of Opposition
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319 ofeh 1,900 #aﬁmaﬂ:ﬁaﬁ%rma#ﬁmm%,mgﬁﬁwmmaﬁrmﬁm
FY AT T T IR AT T IET 2l

V-P ‘under house arrest’,
says South Sudan govt.

IGS Paper I: Mapping |

Agence krance-Presse
JUBA

The South Sudan govern-
ment said on Friday that
First Vice-President Riek
Machar was “under house
arrest”, two days after he
was detained, as a former
Kenyan premier arrived in
Juba to mediate the crisis
threatening to end the fra-
gile peace deal between
rival factions.

Mr. Machar’s arrest by
forces loyal to President
Salva Kiir prompted UN
Chief Antonio Guterres on
Friday to call on warring
parties to “put down the
weapons” and “put all the
people of South Sudan
first,” as the conflict risks
plunging the world’s youn-
gest nation back into civil
war.

Mr. Kiir “directed the
placement of Dr Riek Ma-
char under house arrest,”

Riek Machar

Information Minister and
government spokesperson
Michael Makuei Lueth said
in a statement, in the first
official comments since
Mr. Machar’s detention.

Mr. Makuei blamed Mr.
Machar for clashes in re-
cent weeks in Nasir Coun-
ty, accusing him of “agitat-
ing” his forces “to rebel
against the government
with the aim of disrupting
peace so that elections are
not held and South Sudan
goes back to war”.

He called on the public
“to be calm and maintain
peace,” adding that Mr. Ma-
char and his allies “will be
investigated and brought
to book”.

The unravelling power-
sharing deal between Mr.
Kiir and Mr. Machar risks a
return of the civil war that
killed around 4,00,000 pe-
ople in five years.

The deputy chair of Mr.
Machar’s party said his ar-
rest “abrogated” the agree-
ment. “The prospect for
peace and stability in
South Sudan has now been
put into serious jeopardy,”
Oyet Nathaniel Pierino said
in a statement on
Thursday.

On Friday, Machar’s par-
ty, condemned his “unlaw-
ful house arrest,” calling it
a government tactic to “de-
rail the peace process and
consolidate power through
unconstitutional means”.
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V-P ‘Under House Arrest’, Says South Sudan Govt
ETAIOT Y31l TXFHN T 4T ISty ‘I8 FIRoFary 3

The South Sudan government stated on Friday that First Vice-
President Riek Machar was under house arrest, two days after his
detention.

STEYOT FETeT AR & YFHAR P T4 fF g sursgafa fF AR 1 a)
feet ugel fetraa A A9 & a1e [ PRwa & @ AT E

e Aformer Kenyan premier arrived in Juba to mediate the crisis, which threatens to
end the fragile peace deal between rival factions.

Td $eT$ TUTAHA S&T Igd Whe Y Gergral & foe, Sir Reft et & e angg enifar
TS FT FATCT FA AT TR & @I 8

UN Chief Urges Peace
YFA Teg v @ o enifer ¥ ardfer

e UN Chief Antonio Guterres urged warring parties to put down weapons and prioritize
the people of South Sudan.

TYFA TS Y@ VIt W o HasRe It ¥ gRAAR 1ot 3R gTavor garer i sretar #
UTA AT &t <hT 374Tel |
e The conflict risks pushing the world’s youngest nation back into civil war.

TE GO gfar & ga AT o A T ¥ egey #§ udhd ghar

Government’s Justification for House Arrest

% FAIRTFARY I ETER T Fsdiaor

o President Salva Kiir ordered Riek Machar’s house arrest, as stated by Information
Minister Michael Makuei Lueth.

Tregafar Feal R A {F AR Y 776 ey w1 anger R, 78 Sy gaar #@:6
AISH AHUS U 1 8|

e Machar was accused of instigating his forces in Nasir County to rebel against the
government.

AR T 3RY 91T 3147 fo 3ogie) AT FI3E A 39+ 471 &) Aeg & v 3eam|

e The government alleged that Machar wanted to disrupt peace and prevent elections,
pushing South Sudan back into war.
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FIHR T AT § o AR anifer iy e ik gara dwvan area &, TSra@ afavor gerr fw
¥ e F T T
e The public was urged to remain calm and maintain peace.

STTdT & i 1@t 3R anfa aare T@at i 3T S 13|

Political Fallout and Reactions

TSt fas g3a 3R gfafFdam

The power-sharing deal between Kiir and Machar is at risk, which could lead to the
return of civil war that killed 4,00,000 people in five years.

R AR AR & AT Far-ArEmET FAHG R A B, TEd qEgey Y @ osF wware,
e ar aut & 4,00,000 &t $r SAweT < Y|

« Oyet Nathaniel Pierino, deputy chair of Machar’s party, said that his arrest violates
the peace agreement.

AR Y 9rét & 3ureyst, e Arenfavea AeRaY, 3 wer F 3o PTREarT anfa aasta
T 3o g |

o He warned that peace and stability in South Sudan are now in serious jeopardy.
3egiel darae & o gfaror Farer 7 enfer 3 e s el wwe A B

e Machar’s party condemned the house arrest, calling it a government tactic to derail
the peace process and consolidate power unconstitutionally.

AR $ 91t F 8 Feorardy i foar 1, 58 arifer wfteam 1 aiftra #e sl srednfas v
¥ T AT FIA T IR WA AT

Bangladesh welcomes China to participate in Teesta project

S Paper I|: Teesta
KallRiver btart discussion for a Free

NEW DELHI

Bangladesh on Friday wel-
comed Chinese participa-
tion in the Teesta River
Comprehensive Manage-
ment and Restoration Pro-
ject. Bangladesh’s assu-
rance was communicated
during the ongoing visit of
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus to China. The two
sides also signed an agree-
ment on exchange of hydr-
ological information of the
Yarlung  Zangbo-Jamuna
(Brahmaputra) River. In a
joint statement issued after
the end of the official dis-
cussion, the two sides an-
nounced that Bangladesh
and China have agreed to

Bangladesh Welcomes China to Participate in Teesta Project

Address
Email Id

Website

ade Agreement “at an
early date”.

“The two sides agreed
to promote high-quality
Belt and Road coopera-
tion, strengthen interna-
tional cooperation on in-
dustrial and supply chains
and work together to
achieve modernisation in
both countries,” the Joint
Statement said. They also
extended support to the
“core issues” relevant to
both sides, and Bangladesh
reiterated its support for
the “one China policy”.

Apart from addressing
the Boao Forum annual
meeting in Hainan, Mr. Yu-
nus also met President Xi
Jinping in Beijing. Mr. Yu-

nus met a group of Chinese
traders and investors for a
high-level round table at
the Presidential Hotel in
Beijing on Friday.
“Bangladesh reiterated
its firm commitment to the
One-China principle and
its position that China is
the sole legal government
representing the whole of
China, and Taiwan is an in-
alienable part of China’s
territory,” the Joint State-
ment stated. Bangladesh
expressed appreciation to
China for creating conve-
nient conditions for the
treatment of medical tou-
rists from Bangladesh in
the Yunnan province.
“China consistently ad-
heres to the principle of

~

. 3 {
Muhammad Yunus

non-interference in the in-
ternal affairs of other coun-
tries, respects Bangla-
desh’s independence,
sovereignty and territorial
integrity, supports Bangla-
desh in safeguarding its na-
tional independence, res-
pects the development
path independently cho-

= info@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 9971932488

= patrioti

ias.in

sen by the people of Ban-
gladesh, and supports Ban-
gladesh in exploring a
development path suited
to its own national condi-
tions,” said the Joint State-
ment. Bangladesh has as-
sured China that together
they will advocate an
“equal and orderly multi-
polar world”.

The two sides have also
assured that they will start
negotiations on optimising
the China-Bangladesh In-
vestment Agreement. The
Joint Statement informed
that Bangladesh has wel-
comed Chinese companies
to participate in the Mon-
gla Port Facilities Moderni-
sation and Expansion Pro-
ject. That apart, the two

sides stand ready to coop-
erate in “further” develop-
ing the Chinese Economic
and Industrial Zone in
Chittagong.

The year 2025 marks
the 50th anniversary of the
establishment of bilateral
diplomatic relation bet-
ween Bangladesh and Chi-
na and the two sides re-
solved to deepen
exchanges on this occasion
on “culture, tourism, me-
dia, education, health care
and youth” They also
agreed to deepen coopera-
tion in blue economy and
announced that they will
hold a new round of Dia-
logue on Maritime Cooper-
ation “at an appropriate
time.
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AR 7 dEdr IRATSAT & DT T AR T FaRETT fFaT

o Bangladesh on Friday welcomed Chinese participation in the Teesta River
Comprehensive Management and Restoration Project.

YFHAR FHY FTCATE o AT QY ST Jareret 3R gt g & e Ay smefierd

T FaITd foRam|
e This assurance was given during the ongoing visit of Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus to China.

TE MRATH TG F HET HeATehR AEFAE JeT8 I et ITa1 o RI feam arm|

Agreement on Hydrological Information Exchange

o A il FTHRY & - 9T FASAET

e Both countries signed an agreement on the exchange of hydrological information
for the Yarlung Zangbo-Jamuna (Brahmaputra) River.

alet GRif o AR FTaN-STHAT (FEHYA) ALY & fAIT Srer Faairer Haeh SeraY & 3Tt
YT WX AT foham|

e In ajoint statement, both nations announced plans to start discussions for a Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) at an early date.

Ueh g 991 H, el G2 o STee A Teg HFd AR FASID (FTA) T =4 & He A
YOI |

Strengthening Economic and Strategic Cooperation

3fde 3R oo wedler ® Aoqa He

o Both sides agreed to promote high-quality Belt and Road cooperation and
strengthen international cooperation on industrial and supply chains.

cleil Uil & 3T I[UTadT aTell dec US US WA ) 9maT &t 3N e farr i smqfet
YT H HAWSET FEANT Y AT FXA W TgAT et |

e They also extended support to each other’s core issues, with Bangladesh
reaffirming its support for the "One China Policy".

3egiel Uh-GEN & W@ AGE! W G e o, forest Sieatger o " ae arga gifaar
& gfer 3rqelt gforaeEar QeS|

Meetings with Chinese Leadership and Business Delegations

it Aiqgea AR s gfafafaat @ do&
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e Muhammad Yunus addressed the Boao Forum annual meeting in Hainan.
HEFAC oI W o gaTel A SNATH BRA HT aF S T Fallfere |

e He also met President Xi Jinping in Beijing.
Iogier atfoier 7 arsgufer off forerfdiar 3 e @)

e Yunus attended a high-level roundtable with Chinese traders and investors at the
Presidential Hotel in Beijing.

o8 o fifsier & ARASRTe g # e saraRat s et & wry ssard dow A
19T foram|

Bangladesh Reaffirms Commitment to One-China Policy

ST o Tl ATFAT Gitardr & yfe Ifaagrar ges

o Bangladesh reaffirmed its commitment to the One-China Principle, recognizing
China as the sole legal government.

TG o ‘e TS R & ufer 3raett yfdaqwrar alers, 3N e &1 vwara dur

THPR & T H AT Y|
e Bangladesh declared that Taiwan is an inalienable part of China’s territory.

TG ¥ el [ argar 9 ¥ a7 &7 rfasnsa Rear ¢

Medical Tourism and Non-Interference Policy

RfFcar wies 3k d-grasig fa

e Bangladesh appreciated China’s support for medical tourists from Bangladesh in
Yunnan province.

TG o Featet Wi A drvenmeeh RAfFcar wdest & forw fier & wwder Hr w6
o Chinareaffirmed its non-interference policy, respecting Bangladesh’s
independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity.

e & et AX-graaty A s, 3N FrTender At Facar, FwdT R AT IrEEar F
QFATA Tl 6T 91 Fg|

e China also expressed support for Bangladesh’s national independence and
development path.

T o TEATS Y TSET Faaaar 3R R o & yfay gadsr cyea )

Bangladesh and China Strengthen Bilateral Ties

Treneer 3R e F gfavafir waet wf Aoqa

o Bangladesh assured China that both nations will advocate for an “equal and orderly
multipolar world”.
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Freer & e Y Jreara T R et w1 Feren) "W AR Yeaafryd agyda R
FT garTerd AT

Investment and Infrastructure Cooperation

foraer sl gfaame e & wedter

e Both sides agreed to start negotiations on optimizing the China-Bangladesh
Investment Agreement.

arst it o dier-givaraer fder gasila F AHiad Fe 9¥ aTdm PE FI W FgATT e
Ea

e Bangladesh welcomed Chinese companies to participate in the Mongla Port
Facilities Modernisation and Expansion Project.

TR A el FafaAt F1 FEwra B i 3 Afrar O gt F smyfador sk
frFar aR@ser 7 T o |

e Both nations are ready to cooperate in further developing the Chinese Economic and
Industrial Zone in Chittagong.

arat e geara & el 3nfie 3R site A e 1 st RFRAT F3e 7 agaer e
R8I
50 Years of Diplomatic Relations

efauefier gaut & 50 a¥

e The year 2025 marks the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations between
Bangladesh and China.

a¥ 2025 iFareer 3R e F Feadfaw daut Fr 504t a¥aTS 1 TKhen gram|

o Both nations resolved to deepen exchanges in culture, tourism, media, education,
healthcare, and youth programs.

aleil &Rit o WEpia, gdes, #ifSar, Rraw, FareeT Qa1 3R Far FHEAFAT 7 FgAWT 9g A
HeheT foram|

Cooperation in Blue Economy and Maritime Dialogue

o] SPIATAT FHIT FIAY TFANT T ATl

e Both sides agreed to enhance cooperation in the blue economy.

alet Tl o o FHIATHY 3 TEANT Fg= TR FgATT SIS |
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e They announced plans to hold a new round of Dialogue on Maritime Cooperation at

an appr

opriate time.

3giel 3UGFA FAT T FHAN WgANT IX T 13T HaATG NI F3et i awor |

Myanmar’s rebels disrupt China rare
earth trade, sparking regional scramble

By seizing sites that produce roughly half of the worlds heavy rare earths, KIA rebels have been able to throttle the supply of minerals used for wind
turbines and electric vehicles, driving up prices; the KIA aims at gaining leverage over China, which backs the junta, amid the ongoing civil war

S Paper |: Mapping

Reuters
BANGKOK
hen armed re-
Wbels seized
northern
Myanmar’s  rare-earths

mining belt in October,
they dealt a blow to the
country’s embattled mili-
tary junta - and wrested
control of a key global
resource.

By capturing sites that
produce roughly half of the
world’s heavy rare earths,
the Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) rebels have
been able to throttle the
supply of minerals used in
wind turbines and electric
vehicles, sending prices of
one key element skyward.

The KIA is seeking lever-
age against neighbouring
China, which supports the
junta and has invested hea-
vily in rare earths mining
in Myanmar’s Kachin state,
according to two people fa-
miliar with the matter.

Chinese imports of rare
earth oxides and com-
pounds from Myanmar
dropped to 311 metric tons
in February, down 89%
compared to the year-ago
period, according to Chi-
nese customs data eport-
ed. Most of the fall came af-
ter October.

One of the nine people
with knowledge of Myan-
mar’s rare earths industry
and its four-year civil war
described the move by the
KIA-part of a patchwork of
armed groups fighting mili-
tary rule—as an attempt to
drive a wedge between the
junta and China.

“They want to use rare
earth reserves as a leverage

7

in their negotiation with
China,” said Dan Seng
Lawn, executive director of
the non-profit Kachinland
Research Centre, which
studies Kachin socio-politi-
cal issues.

Three of the people also
detailed previously unre-
ported interest in the sec-
tor by India, China’s re-
gional rival, which they
said in late 2024 sent offi-
cials from a state-owned
rare earths mining and re-
fining firm to Kachin.

The KIA group
The KIA is one of the lar-
gest and oldest ethnic mili-
tias in Myanmar. It fights
for the autonomy of the Ka-
chin minority, a mostly
Christian group who have
long held grievances
against the Bamar Budd-
hist majority.

The group has imposed
a hefty tax on the mostly
Chinese-operated  rare-

Aworker waters the site of a rare earth metals mine at Nancheng county, China. FILE PHOTO

earth miners working
around Panwa and Chipwe
towns in Kachin, according
Dan Seng Lawn,. China has
been one of the staunchest
international backers of
Myanmar’s military since it
deposed a civilian-led go-
vernment in 2021 and ignit-
ed a bloody civil war. Beij-
ing continues to see the
junta as a guarantor of sta-
bility along its frontier,
though the military has
been ejected from most of
the borderlands since a
major rebel offensive in
2023.

A spokesperson for Chi-
na’s Foreign Ministry said
the department was not
aware of the specifics of
the situation in the mining
belt but it continues to “ac-
tively promote peace talks
and provide all possible
support and assistance for
the peace process in north-
ern Myanmar.”

Chinese spot prices of

terbium oxide <SMM-REO-
TXO>, whose supply is con-
centrated in  Kachin,
jumped 21.9% to 6,550
yuan per kg between late
September and March 24,
data from Shanghai Metals
Market show. Prices of dys-
prosium oxide <SMM-REO-
DXO>, which is also largely
mined in Kachin but was in
lower demand over the last
six months, eased 3.2% to
1,665 yuan per kg during
the same period. Most rare
earths from Kachin are
processed in China, so a

protracted stalemate
would have global
implications.

“A prolonged shutdown
would likely lead to higher,
potentially more volatile
rare earth prices in China,
and a reshaping of market
dynamics in the near
term,” research firm Ada-
mas Intelligence said.

Chinese miners started
building up major opera-

tions in Kachin in the
2010s, after Beijing tight-
ened regulations on dom-
estic mines.

Kachin’s often unregu-
lated mines steadily ex-
panded after the 2021 coup
with the tacit approval of
the junta, according to the
U.K-.based Global Witness
non-profit. But the growth
came at a heavy cost, ra-
vaging the environment
and leaving Kachin’s hills
pock-marked with leeching
pools, according to witness
accounts and satellite im-
agery.

Export plunge

Since the KIA’s takeover, a
20% tax imposed by the re-
bels has made it effectively
impossible for local opera-
tors to run profitable
mines.

The KIA wants China to
stop pushing it to set down
arms against the junta and
to recognise the rebels’ de
facto control of the border,
said Dan Seng Lawn, ad-
ding that the parties had
met at least twice in recent
months.

The KIA has full control
of the border in areas
where it operates and anti-
junta groups rule most of
the rest of Myanmar’s fron-
tier with China.

Beijing appeared reluc-
tant to accept the KIA’s de-
mands, though it risked its
monopoly on Myanmar’s
rare earth reserves if it
doesn’t position itself prag-
matically, Dan Seng Lawn
said.

Reopening the minerals
sector would be a major fi-
nancial lifeline to the re-
bels: Myanmar’s heavy

Myanmar’s Rebels Disrupt China Rare Earth Trade,
Regional Scramble

Address
Email Id :

rare earths trade stood at
around $1.4 billion in 2023,
according to Global Wit-
ness.

The KIA has told miners
in Kachin it will now allow
shipments of existing rare
earth inventories to China.
But to resume operations
at full capacity, the KIA
needs an agreement with
China, home to thousands
of workers with the know-
how, said Singapore-based
rare-earths expert Thomas
Kruemmer.

Amid the ongoing tuss-
le, India has attempted to
deepen its influence in Ka-
chin, with which it also
shares a border, according
to Dan Seng Lawn and two
people familiar with Indian
official thinking. India’s
state-run mining and refin-
ing firm IREL in December
sent a team to Kachin to
study resources there, ac-
cording to a source.

Indian authorities have
reservations about operat-
ing in an area with armed
non-state actors, but the
Kachin desire to diversify
away from China and New
Delhi’s need for resources
have pushed the two par-
ties to talk, the Indian
source said.

An Indian delegation
that included IREL also
held an online meeting
with the Kachins in Decem-
ber to discuss their interest
in reopening the rare-
earths sector, said Dan
Seng Lawn

They were willing to pay
higher prices than China,
he said. “However, any In-
dia deal faces multiple ob-
stacles”, said Kruemmer
and Dan Seng Lawn.

Sparking
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FAR F faefeat o et & geter @fasr samr #1 arfera B,
& goraeT T

By seizing sites that produce roughly half of the world’s heavy rare
earths, KIA rebels have disrupted the supply of minerals used in wind
turbines and electric vehicles, causing a spike in prices.

gferam & erarstar 3mer s geler @At 3cuteet TU@l 1 KIA faglfeat 2 weat
H AF e XaTsl 3T gafFes agel A sEAATT g T @iasit $r 3mqfet
aferer < &Y, forerar vl # gafer g8

e The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) aims to gain leverage over China, which
supports Myanmar’s military junta.

FifareT 33T e (KIA) 1 e ot W gara qarer §, S F AR i A7 ST TR
T AT FLT B

Impact on China’s Rare Earth Imports

et & gelsr @iesr AT 9T 9o

e Chinese imports of rare earth oxides and compounds from Myanmar dropped to
311 metric tons in February, a decline of 89% compared to last year.

AR & N1 & gerer @iaer itearss 3R ARt o1 3mara wadt 7 gea 311 AT &
T 74T, S Red a¥ Ay gorem J 89% H ARmEe Bl

o Most of the decline occurred after October 2024, when KIA rebels took control of
mining sites.

59 faIRrae &1 Jrfirier ReaT eFgat 2024 & 1 g3, 9 KIA RRIRAT & Ferer Torell W
farr=ror v form|

KIA’s Strategy Against the Junta and China
Sier 3 et & e KIA i oefea

+ KIA’s move is seen as an attempt to weaken the Myanmar military junta and
increase bargaining power with China.

KIA FY Ig FETS FIAR $T T T T FAAR H3a1 3R et & ary wiearsh fr awa
ol & T H @) AT W
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e Dan Seng Lawn, executive director of Kachinland Research Centre, stated that the
KIA wants to use rare earth reserves as leverage in negotiations with China.

Fifaerdls Rud W F Friwr ders Sa der e & 3ER, KIA geler @faer s &
IYLRT AT & | AT A 19 TeATe & FIT HI=AT I1gar g

India’s Interest in Myanmar’s Rare Earths
FIAR F gooT Fiaail 7 o i s

¢ India, China’s regional rival, reportedly sent officials from a state-owned rare earths
mining and refining firm to Kachin in late 2024.

et & ¥y wfagaedt 3R & 2024 & 3 7 A9l T THRT gerst Fiover @eter 3R
et Fusit & rftwial H F1Re dam

Background on the KIA Group
KIA Weg 1 geas{fa

e KIA is one of the largest and oldest ethnic militias in Myanmar, fighting for the
autonomy of the Kachin minority, which is mostly Christian.

KIA FIAR & Fa8 93 3R g0 STl fge @oqgl & @ o &, S 7ead: i F1faeT
HETHEAF HAGHT A Fqraedr & v Fod w3 @ d|

e The group has imposed heavy taxes on Chinese-operated rare earth miners in
Panwa and Chipwe towns in Kachin.

38 HIg o I & qreran 3 g et # =l genfera g wfae afesi wad av
ST B |

China’s Continued Support for Myanmar’s Junta

FATAR FY T TWFR & forw et 7 fataw gode

e China has been a strong supporter of Myanmar’s military junta since 2021, despite
the ongoing civil war.

e 2021 & FAAR A J T TFR FT AT GAGF 8T 8, 9l & Ig7 6 IR 3|

e Beijing views the junta as a stabilizing force along its border, though the military has
lost control of most border regions after a major rebel offensive in 2023.

AifSTer et it 3rgelt AT o FPuar FaTe @ arelt arRd F w9 F 3@ 8, i 2023 #
2 S go1er F a1g A ATHT A rf¥wier HATadT &=t T fAg=or @ e &

China’s Response and Rising Rare Earth Prices

et Y wfafeean sikt geler wfast it agdt A
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A spokesperson for China’s Foreign Ministry stated that the department was not
aware of specifics regarding the mining belt situation.

et & AT AATST &F TaFdT 1 FgT Toh TTHRT T @eAeT 417 Y Ryfa F Ay Razor Hr
SATAHRY 78T ¢

China continues to promote peace talks and provide support for the peace process
in northern Myanmar.

e enifer arat Y qgraT & 3R 3 FHHR F aifey yiFA & e wwda 37 7 oo g g

Terbium oxide prices surged 21.9% from late September to March 24, reaching 6,550
yuan per kg.

efaae sitFurgs Ay frord e F 3id & 24 AR aF 21.9% ¢ 6,550 FHTT Hfer
fratame gt s |

Dysprosium oxide prices, however, dropped 3.2% to 1,665 yuan per kg during the
same period.

e sifararss it Frere ST 3af™ 7 3.29% e 1,665 FHTT Wi et g1 71s|

Since most rare earths from Kachin are processed in China, a long-term deadlock
could have global implications.

i FfareT @ srfararier geter @fersr et F WRAw fFw o 8, safav e arfaer
R yHTT ST THaT B

Impact of KIA’s Control Over Rare Earths
KIA & gelsT @arsr f=ror 71 werrar

Adamas Intelligence stated that a prolonged shutdown could lead to higher and more
volatile rare earth prices in China.

TSTAH SIS & ITHR, od AT aF Telol 46 1ga & et # goret @iovatt iy Fneret 3
HTOF FU &Y Tt §

Chinese miners expanded operations in Kachin in the 2010s after Beijing tightened
domestic mining regulations.

2010 & g A HNeft @fast F FfET F 93 IR W @orar F1 4 a1, Si9 fifsr 3 o
A AT Y T FT T

After the 2021 coup, Kachin’s unregulated mines expanded with tacit approval from
Myanmar’s junta.

2021 & AEATISE & TG, FIIl H ATAAIT GeTt H FAEAR g, TG FAAR T SeT

IHR T 3r9cTaT AL grod Y|

This expansion has severely damaged the environment, leaving Kachin’s hills
scarred with toxic pools, as confirmed by witnesses and satellite images.

59 fOTdR & qATavor &1 iR e gam, fSTaw w1 Y T3 sredier STemerdl & s
¢, 5 Trarel 3t Aeemse avdRY A yerfora R
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Export Decline and KIA’s Demands

oraTa & Pirae 3R KIA i AEr

Since the KIA took over the rare earth mines, it imposed a 20% tax, making local
mining operations unprofitable.

KIA EaRT gelsT @ferst @l 9X fAg=or 3al & a1, 381 20% HT F9714T, [ST6 Tureiry
Gelol FUfaT "Te & ol 71|

The KIA wants China to stop pressuring it to disarm against the junta and
recognize its control over the border.

KIA aTgelt 8 fF ier 38 w1 SjeT & RBrams AR stes 7 gara ag Y 3R 38 @it
fAIFOT T AT &

The KIA and China have met at least twice in recent months for negotiations.

ma:nﬁa’fﬁKlAaﬂﬁﬁaaﬁrm#mammg%l

India’s Growing Interest in Kachin’s Rare Earths

F1fAT F goisr @A 7 HR HT Fgclt 3

India has attempted to increase its influence in Kachin, which shares a border with
India.

SR o T 3 AT YT qGT1 T FATH 6T, S 1Rt S T & wer gam &

In December 2024, India’s state-run mining firm IREL sent a team to Kachin to study
resources.

REaT 2024 &, AR hr TIFNT GeleT FYaAT IREL o7 ST H THTHAT T ICTIT FT &
forT v & AT

Indian officials are cautious about operating in a conflict zone, but Kachin’s desire
to reduce dependency on China has encouraged discussions.

AT TP TUY 83T H F1H FIA T AFT Td® &, Aihed I Y el X fXoRaT F
T T FTOT o ST T 39 TS &

In December 2024, an Indian delegation including IREL held an online meeting with
Kachin leaders to discuss investment opportunities.

e 2024 #, IREL ¥fed T ARAT yfafaf®Hdsa o FIRT A3 & 1Y TS S5
$1 AIfp AT & 3aERT IR T4t T 37 Th |

India has shown a willingness to pay higher prices than China for rare earths.
AR o gorst @hetail & fw T & 31w v g A geaT JaTs ¢

However, experts like Thomas Kruemmer and Dan Seng Lawn warn that any India
deal faces multiple obstacles.
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gTeTifeh, ATAE FAT 3 37 For dfer I TAAAT ¥ Iaras & fF sRa & arer Rt sf
FHSY & F§ qTeT @) wHe ¥

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Free speech is an integral part of healthy and civilised
society: SC

T HFaTFT FTaey 3R w7 FATS FT AR 397 7 Foor FE

2. X Corp. is trying to ‘mislead’ court with false claims:
Centre

X FIY 3ETA I IAE FIA T HIALYA FT TG § Td gral & AT
¥

3. Restaurants can’t enforce service charge: Delhi HC

TETT AT Yok AHfAard 781 FT FFha: feelt 32 =ararey

4. Even Indira couldn’t change Pak.’s ‘bigoted mindset’, says
Jaishankar

IgT a o e oft miFrare Y 'weey AAwar Ag aga T
TIAFT
5. Gehlot refers mineral tax Bill to Murmu for assent

MEed A Wiersr wT fardrges S Tl & e 3] #r dan

6. BJP members slam ‘insult’ to King Rana Sanga

dordY FEEAT A ST WO WO &F IHqATT F foler Fr
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7. Data Protection Act sections undermine RTI Iegislatlon:
Moitra

ST WI&TOT HTAfATH dr URIT FoIar F HAFR (RTI) FleleT I
FHASA FIAT 8 HEIT AT

8. University’s negligence led to Nepal student’s death:
NHRC

freafagaTera Fr ATIETE! o stuTer S BTET Fr Al F T o=
TATTHICH

9. India’s geopolitical vision should be larger

HRA FT ST TSCHIVT SATIH Ill ATRT

10. Advantage China in Africa’s nuclear energy market race

3TSRYRT & GATV] FalT TR Y &g & =it T dga

11. Beyond Bengaluru: Story of Villages
darere O X et 4 wErEh
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Free speech is an integral part of
healthy and civilised society: SC

It quashes hate speech case filed against Congress MP; Bench says a person’s views can't be silenced because the majority

does not like them; Justice Oka says State shouldn't victimise individual opinions on behalf of those crippled by insecurity

|GS Paper Ii: FR

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Friday said the

fundamental right
to free speech through
poetry, theatre, stand-up
comedy, and satire must be
cherished, as it quashed a
criminal case accusing
Congress MP Imran Pra-
tapgadhi of inciting dis-
cord through his poem on
“suffering injustice with
love”.

The judgment was
based on an appeal filed by
Mr. Pratapgadhi against
the registration of a crimi-
nal case by the Gujarat Pol-
ice under Section 196 of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta. “Seventy-five years into
our Republic, we cannot
be seen to be so shaky on
our fundamentals that a
mere recital of a poem, or

for that matter, any form of
art or entertainment, such
as stand-up comedy, can
be alleged to lead to ani-
mosity or hatred amongst
different ~ communities.
Subscribing to such a view
would stifle all legitimate
expressions of view in the
public domain, which is so
fundamental to a free so-
ciety,” a Bench of Justices
A.S. Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan
wrote in its verdict.

Restrictions and rights

Justice Bhuyan explained
to Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta that the “reasonable
restrictions” on free
speech must remain rea-
sonable. “Restrictions can-
not be harmful or oppres-
sive. Restrictions cannot
overshadow the funda-

mental right to free
speech,” Justice Bhuyan
said pointedly.

b

The Guijarat Pollce had filed a case agamst Imran Pratapgadhi,
accusing the Congress MP of inciting discord through his poem. ANI

The top court said free
speech was an integral part
of a healthy and civilised
society. A person’s views
cannot be silenced merely
because the majority does
not like the sound of them.
The law enforcement auth-
orities and courts must em-
ploy the standards of rea-
sonable, strong-minded,

firm, and courageous
minds, and not weak and
vacillating ones who scent
danger in every hostile
point of view, before in-
itiating criminal action
against  freedom  of
expression.

Justice Oka, who auth-
ored the judgment with in-
puts from Justice Bhuyan,

said the State and the pol-
ice should not play ball to
victimise individual opi-
nions on behalf of those
crippled by insecurity and
view criticism as a threat to
their power and position.

The Gujarat Police had
registered a case against
Mr. Pratapgadhi, accusing
him of promoting enmity
among people of different
groups on the basis of caste
and religion.

Justice Oka, during a
March 3 hearing of the
case, remarked the poem
was a reference to non-vio-
lence, a path followed by
Mahatma Gandhi himself.
Mr. Mehta had however
found the poem at best
“sadak chaap” (cheap). He
objected to the compari-
son with Mahatma Gandhi.

The Bench referred to a
tendency to stifle art and

poetry.

Free speech is an integral part of healthy and civilised

society: SC

T i Taey 3R wog wATr 1 3=t 3T B Tolor e

The Supreme Court on Friday said the fundamental right to free
speech through poetry, theatre, stand-up comedy, and satire must be

cherished.

A FIE F YhaR F Fgl & wiaan, Avex, ws-aa s@A ik 7 &
ATEIH § FaaF Affeafad #1 Afas srfsr T w@r s afze
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The court quashed a criminal case against Congress MP Imran Pratapgadhi for his
poem on “suffering injustice with love”.

HIE 7 HIAF FAS AT TATTINEY & [RATH “UH F YT AT g1’ W MR higdr
T oI Gl ATIRIEF ATHET I6g X G|

The judgment was based on an appeal filed by Mr. Pratapgadhi against the Gujarat
Police's case under Section 196 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

Ig fAoTr st JaraerdY ganrT g 3rdier o) 3 o, fSHe 3egis e gfow ganT
AT 7T WigaT Y 4T 196 & g Gof ATHS T el T 2|

Bench of Justices A.S. Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan stated that free expression is
fundamental to a free society.

St vow. 3T AR sere o i fis A Fgr F Taaw AfeafFa, wadT v &
fore #iifee 2

“75 years into our Republic”, we should not be so insecure that a poem or stand-up
comedy is seen as a threat.

"§AR IVRISE & 75 I§ a1, & FeI=Y XA 81 Q11 AT o e a1 ¥3-377 i
P TAY F T F @1 ST

Restrictions and Rights

gfaeer 3 AfeR

Justice Ujjal Bhuyan explained to Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta that “reasonable
restrictions” must remain reasonable.

AAHfS FooTel AT o WA THCT-SToIe JIR Aedl ! AT 7o " 3 wfaeer =t
3fRa & e =Rl

Restrictions should not be harmful or oppressive and must not overshadow free
speech.

faaY g1 RS AT SHASRI AR gl ANV 3R So¢ FadT ATNATF HT GA1AT AGT AT

The court emphasized that law enforcement and courts must use “reasonable,
strong-minded, firm, and courageous standards” before initiating criminal action.

3TETeld 1 S oY gl foh FIefel Waeler Taitadl 3R wararerat 1 " 3fRa, Aerqq
ARSI, T¢ 3R AT ATTFR" FT ITeleT FIT TIRT, SEY Tg 7 3 TR FLars
YF F |

State should not victimize individual opinions

ST ' FfFdard fGarY & A= ¢ aam=m Tifew

Justice A.S. Oka stated that the State and Police should not be used to suppress
opinions on behalf of those crippled by insecurity.
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e The Gujarat Police had filed a case against Mr. Pratapgadhi, accusing him of
promoting enmity based on caste and religion.

TERT Yo & A FaTerér & e Sfar 3iX et & TR R AT ag1a F7 3R ST
gU AT &of T |

e During the March 3 hearing, Justice Oka remarked that the poem referred to non-
violence, which was followed by Mahatma Gandhi.

3 AT Y GoaTS & NI, =TS T o gl o T F e arfgar &1 weet & 8, o
AgTcAT el & 39T 27|

e Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta dismissed the poem as “sadak chaap” (cheap) and
opposed its comparison with Mahatma Gandhi.

WIS JIR AT o SH HIAAT T “HSH BT (WEA) FEa WIST A e AR
g&eh! FgTeAT el { Teratr 1 fAer o

Tendency to stifle art and poetry

Fell AR HIAar 1 garet i ygfay

e The Bench pointed out a growing tendency to stifle artistic expressions like poetry
and stand-up comedy.

dts & I8 S R % wfaar 3k ©¥5-3r FA S Farews affeafFaal #) cam A
ygfar 9 W e
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X Corp.is trying to
‘mislead’ court with
false claims: Centre

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Union government has
told the Karnataka High
Court that X Corp. is “at-
tempting to mislead the
court” about the law used
to direct social media plat-
forms to block access to
harmful content.

X is “falsely alleging that
authorities are passing in-
formation blocking or-
ders” under Section 79(3)
(d) of the Information
Technology Act, 2000 in a
bid to circumvent a Su-
preme Court judgment
that only allows such or-
ders to be issued under
Section 69A of the same
law, the Centre said in a
statement filed before the
court, opposing X’s peti-
tion. The Centre insisted
that Section 79 is a suitably
tailored regime, in line
with global practices,
which seeks to balance the
competing interests of the
stakeholders involved,
while keeping legitimate
state interests in mind.

X Corp. is trying to
wrongly portray the SA-
HYOG portal as a “censor-
ship” tool, the Centre said,
pointing out that 38 top IT
intermediaries — including
Google, Microsoft, and
Amazon — have already
come aboard the portal for
routing lawfully issued not-
ices for removal of unlaw-
ful content.

The portal has been
created to ensure a seam-
less process and coopera-
tion for routing notices
lawfully issued by different
authorised agencies and
branches of government,
including by the courts, for
the removal of unlawful
content. In fact, Meta Inc.,
representing Facebook, In-
stagram and Whatsapp, is
putting in place API-based

The Centre says X is trying to
wrongly portray the SAHYOG
portal as a ‘censorship’ tool. AFp

integration with the SA-
HYOG portal to enable
real-time action, the
Centre claimed, in its state-
ment.

‘No blocking orders’
The Centre also made it
clear that it was not issuing
direct ‘blocking orders’ un-
der Section 79(3) in viola-
tion of Section 69A, but
was simply notifying plat-
forms of harmful content
and warning them of their
liability if they ignored
such notices.

“Section 79 regime does
not envisage any ‘blocking
orders’ and merely issues
notice informing interme-
diaries of their due dili-
gence obligations. In case
of non-compliance of the
notices, the result is lifting
of safe harbour protection
and consequent action un-
der extant law as per Rule 7
of IT Rules, 2001, and the
same is fundamentally at a
different plane altogether,”
it said.

Centre also argued that
illegal or unlawful content
cannot attract the same le-
vel of constitutional pro-
tection as free speech,
while insisting that there is
no prohibition or embargo
on exercising of freedom of
speech and expression,
nor is there any pre-publi-
cation censorship under
Section 79.

X Corp. is trying to ‘mislead’ court with false
claims: Centre

X 1Y ITETerel Y 'TFAG FI1 HT BN FI @8
T gral & Y FF

The Union government has told the Karnataka High
Court that X Corp. is “attempting to mislead the
court” about the law used to direct social media
platforms to block access to harmful content.

g THR A Fellcsd 3od AT H a7 F X FId
arerer HFZAT cATHIH Y gIAFRE AU FY selleh it
¥ foT sEaHATe fFT IR aTe FTe[ & IR H7 “IeTerd H
IAIE FIA” H FIRNT FT @TE

e X Corp. is “falsely alleging” that authorities are passing
information blocking orders under Section 79(3)(d) of the
Information Technology Act, 2000 in a bid to circumvent a Supreme
Court judgment.

X &I el oI & graT & 6T & fo 31Tty g sraer ameer yaam
gl srferfa=sr, 2000 Fr &RT 79(3)(d) & dEd TR F W} & arfeh
T F1E & faroher st giferat o o & |

e The Centre insisted that Section 79 is a suitably tailored
regime, in line with global practices, which seeks to balance the
competing interests of stakeholders while keeping legitimate state
interests in mind.

e T SR S HET o URT 79 T 39GFd T § IR 1 71§ sqaea &,
it & st & 31TET § 3R FE Rauret F wfaewdt fat o dqgfoa

el T AT I &, T &1 ae A= fedll ol &1 & @ g
X Corp. is trying to wrongly portray the SAHYOG portal as a “censorship” tool.
X BT IR A T ITTT dIh F “TEAT” ITHIUT S TG 7 UL et T hITALT T IgT

gl

The Centre pointed out that 38 top IT intermediaries — including Google, Microsoft,
and Amazon — have already joined the portal for routing lawfully issued notices for
removal of unlawful content.

&g o §a1T T Google, Microsoft 3R Amazon @fga 38 ofif 3TEdY Frewwyr ugel & dicar
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e The SAHYOG portal ensures a seamless process and cooperation for routing
lawfully issued notices by different authorized agencies and government branches,
including courts.

g Niee faffie srftrgpa wafRat 3 avary emansit (e srererd off eanfaer §) qanr
FITA T ¥ TR AT 7 TR X1 & forw v gafvaa wiwan s gedier gere w2 g

e Meta Inc., representing Facebook, Instagram, and WhatsApp, is putting in place API-
based integration with the SAHYOG portal to enable real-time action.

Meta Inc., Sif Facebook, Instagram 31X WhatsApp &1 gfafafica sar §, agdter vée
& AT AP|-ATTRE THIFIOT o] X T&T & dlieh JAeT-ST3H FRATS T &1 Th |

‘No blocking orders’

‘TS SATThIT TS ABY

e The Centre clarified that it was not issuing direct ‘blocking orders’ under Section
79(3) in violation of Section 69A, but was simply notifying platforms of harmful content
and warning them of their liability.

&g o Tose fFaT & 98 9RT 79(3) & AT TedaT ‘SallfohdT HTSew Y g HT W &, 5t fh
HRT 69A FT 3ecitsT g13TT, dfedh el gleadRe FIHAT & TR 7 Telchid i FRAT H @ e
3R 3o7ehr forFaAerY T Idrasi ¢ W gl

e Section 79 regime does not envisage any ‘blocking orders’ and merely issues notices
informing intermediaries of their due diligence obligations.

¢RT 79 hr cITEAT R oY ‘satfehar 3T Y IRFeTT FET HLdl §, Sfoch hao AEITEAY
FI 3% AAUTHIGAS UTeleT T fAFAGRT & TN H AT AeH ST L B

e In case of non-compliance, the result is lifting of safe harbour protection and
consequent action under Rule 7 of IT Rules, 2001.

Jrequrerel o FIa Y Rl &, FRitra dezame qeam 1 gea 3R 3n$d fazer, 2001
forer 7 & g FRarsS w1 9RoTH g1 Fehelr B

e The Centre argued that illegal or unlawful content cannot attract the same level of
constitutional protection as free speech.

e o T e o arder a1 Aarepstt wrerelt 1 Al HfFR & T 7 FaaT AfvaFa &
AT HIenTfores GRaT e f#er Hell |
e The Centre insisted that there is no prohibition or embargo on the exercise of

freedom of speech and expression nor any pre-publication censorship under
Section 79.

g o SR ga el foh Tadd iffcafda 3 srfcafaa i Tadaar & 3999 W FE
yfaaer a1 U 67 &, o7 &1 ¥RT 79 & dgd qa-TahmereT He AT e 8
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Restaurants cant
enforce service
charge: Delhi HC

GS Paper Il:
dGovernance

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Friday ruled that service
charge or tips is a volun-
tary payment by the cus-
tomer, and it cannot be
made compulsory or man-
datory by hotels and
restaurants.

The court ruled that
“the mandatory collection
of service charge is con-
trary to law and violates
the guidelines”.

It also said that if con-
sumers wish to pay any vo-
luntary tip for services that
they had enjoyed, the
same would obviously not
be barred.

The court rejected the
plea by associations of ho-
tel and restaurant owners
such as National Restau-
rant Association of India
(NRAI) and Federation of
Hotel and Restaurant Asso-
ciations challenging the
Central Consumer Protec-
tion Authority’s (CCPA) Ju-
ly 2022 guidelines prohibit-
ing hotels and restaurants
from automatically levying
‘service charge’ over and
above the cost of the food
items.

The CCPA had been re-
ceiving several complaints
regarding restaurants and
hotels collecting ‘service

Address

B

Mandatory collection of service
charge is contrary to law and
violates guidelines, rules HC

charge’ in the range of 5-
20% in lieu of ‘tip’ or ‘gra-
tuity’ from consumers on a
compulsory basis.

‘Follow guidelines’

On July 4, 2022, the CCPA,
under the Consumer Af-
fairs Ministry, issued gui-
delines stating that hotels
or restaurants cannot add
service charge automati-
cally or by default in the
food bill. “No collection of
service charge shall be
done by any other name,”
it said.

The court, on Friday,
ruled: “All restaurant esta-
blishments would have to
adhere to the guidelines
passed by the CCPA. If
there is any violation, ac-
tion is liable to be taken in
accordance with law”.

Restaurants can’t enforce service
charge: Delhi HC

XEA QT o Afaard T8 FT T
ool 3= AT

The Delhi High Court on Friday ruled
that service charge or tips is a voluntary
payment by the customer and cannot be
made compulsory by hotels and
restaurants.

el 35 FITeT A YFAR Y e
g i Qa1 e a1 few gt garn
TeoT § R I arel speran § s s
gl 3R Y& ganT rfaard s1gt foma s
|

e The court ruled that “the mandatory collection of
service charge is contrary to law and violates the
guidelines”.

ST & gl foh " |aT e H IfAard Tq & qHer=
FTeeT & BT 7 3R 77 feenfadel &1 3o Fvar
L

e |t also said that if consumers wish to pay any
voluntary tip for services they had enjoyed, it would
not be barred.

AT o g o7 gl o Ife armges Qansit & fow waeor
¥ fou g argd §, A 30 W F1E AT A8 @l

e The court rejected the plea by National
Restaurant Association of India (NRAI) and
Federation of Hotel and Restaurant Associations
challenging the Central Consumer Protection
Authority’s (CCPA) July 2022 guidelines.

ITATSIY o AAeTeTel ITaRT THIfATRr 31w 3391 (NRAI)
3R gied vd [T WY AT IR &I ATTIehT &l
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Y Al &F aTg &

e These guidelines prohibit hotels and restaurants from automatically levying
‘service charge’ over and above the cost of food items.

¥ frenfarder gvear si Yeat &Y et § 5 3 siater Y amra & sifafea dar e
TgaTfad T & 7 A
e The CCPA had been receiving several complaints about restaurants and hotels

collecting a ‘service charge’ of 5-20% in lieu of ‘tip’ or ‘gratuity’ on a compulsory
basis.

CCPA &1 g RIsrard fer WY ot foh Teai 3R gleer 5-20% a #1 ‘War e’ ‘v ar
G & & A A ¥ @ 94T W@ &

‘Follow guidelines’

‘ranfadant FT qreler ¥

e OnJuly 4, 2022, the CCPA under the Consumer Affairs Ministry issued guidelines
stating that hotels or restaurants cannot add service charge automatically or by
default in the food bill.

4 SIS 2022 T SYHIFAT AT & HATT & dgd CCPA = feanforder s fw, foiere aver
T o gree A1 {FaT ATt farer 3 [T Yok FaaTiad &7 & 781 15 qahd |

e “No collection of service charge shall be done by any other name,” it said.
ST gl 91T, " AT Yoeh fhdl 37 AT F oft vy 7€t fomaam S Wt

e The court ruled on Friday that “all restaurant establishments must adhere to the
CCPA guidelines”.

=TTy o e I hErell GoArar o " waft [ear wfasaral S CCPA feanfardeit 1 arerer
HIAT Q9T |
o Ifany violation occurs, action will be taken as per the law.

IfE HI$ 3eerae gIdT &, A FIe[A & HTHR FNaATS I et

aier FT 4, foraet Flir 3usiierar |@2aTor MftraHaor (CCPA) & el 2022 F franfadait

Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) | Fer 3qsiierdT HI&Tor
qIf&RIoT (CCPA)

o Established under Consumer Protection Act, 2019 to protect consumer rights,
prevent unfair trade practices, and regulate misleading advertisements.

39sieFar §aTor Afafaaer, 2019 & dga 3wsiEar fAFRY T 1@, IR samawR gunst
&I Uehet IR 1o A=t ot AT et & forw wnfia)
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o Investigate violations of consumer rights and unfair trade practices.
ST HIAFRT o Seoitre 3R AT RAT SATIR FYI3HT 6T ST AT
o Regulate false and misleading advertisements and impose penalties.
1S 3T s Rymust @1 T T 3R g3 e
o Take suo motu actions, issue guidelines, and conduct inquiries.
HTI: TATeT oo HIRATS T, fEem-fader Sy st 3R st e
o Order recall of unsafe goods and services.
IR FEGAHT 3T Aar3it Y AT oot T 3meer S+
o Impose fines on manufacturers, endorsers, and advertisers.
fraTansit, waedt st Rrrasraransit o) ST oere
e Headquarters: New Delhi
HEITY: o5 feeelt
e Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution

Asd AATAT: IUHFAT ATHS, Wied AR FraS s Rawor #eg
« Recent Actions | gIferar FRATE:

o Fined major e-commerce platforms for misleading ads.
a1 RArATgat & [T W@ §-Hiad CAeHTAt 9 FRIT |
o Cracked down on fake online reviews and deceptive practices.

Al JTeTerger FHETT 3R ararerdiqot gumsit o FRaEr $
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Even Indira couldn’t change Pak.s
‘bigoted mindset, says Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister responds to questions in Parliament on minority rights in Bangladesh and Pakistan; he says India
has raised issue at international forums and with government concerned; Islamabad brazenly harbours terrorists, he adds

S Paper lI: South
dAsia

NEW DELHI

ven the former
E Prime Minister Indi-
ra Gandhi could not

change Pakistan’s “bigoted
mindset” in 1971, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar said on Friday, res-
ponding to questions in
Parliament about the con-
dition of minorities in Pa-
kistan and Bangladesh.

Mr. Jaishankar said that
it was not possible to
“change the mindset” of a
neighbouring country, but
that India had raised the is-
sue at international fo-
rums, and in Bangladesh’s
case, directly with the go-
vernment in Dhaka. The
responses come a few days
before Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi is due to tra-
vel to Bangkok to attend
the seven-nation BIMSTEC
Summit (April 3-4) along
with Bangladesh Chief Ad-
viser Muhammad Yunus,
though the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) has
been non-committal about
whether the leaders will
hold a bilateral meeting on

Thorny issues: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar speaks in the

Lok Sabha during the Budget Session of Parliament on Friday. AnI

the sidelines.

During Question Hour
in the Lok Sabha on Friday,
Mr. Jaishankar received a
number of questions about
the treatment of the minor-
ity Hindu community in
both Bangladesh and Pa-
kistan. However, he res-
tricted most of his respons-
es to Pakistan’s failure to
keep promises given in a
number of India-Pakistan
agreements on equal and
fair treatment of religious
minorities there, enumer-
ating at least 10 cases of at-
tacks just in February 2025

on Hindus, Christians,
Sikhs and Ahmadiyya sect
members.

“We are making our po-
sition very well-known, we
are taking it up at the inter-
national level but we as a
government and a country
cannot change the mindset
of a neighbour who has a
fanatical, bigoted mindset.
Even Indira Gandhi could
not do it,” Mr. Jaishankar
told the House, referring to
the 1971 India-Pakistan war
and the creation of Bangla-
desh. “Despite it being ta-
ken up in international fo-

rums and bodies, the
Government of Pakistan
does not take action to pro-
tect its minorities and this
is the position on which we
have been very public and
very clear,” he added.

Quoting from recent
speeches made by India’s
envoys to the United Na-
tions and Human Rights
Council, Mr. Jaishankar
called Pakistan a country
with “human rights abus-
es, persecution of minori-
ties and the systematic ero-
sion of democratic values”
and state policies to “bra-
zenly harbour UN-sanc-
tioned terrorists.”

In response to a specific
question about Bangla-
desh, Mr. Jaishankar said
that India followed the sit-
uation there “closely”, and
had compiled 2,400 inci-
dents of violence against
minorities there in 2024,
and 72 incidents thus far in
2025.

“I have taken it up with
my counterpart [Bangla-
desh Foreign Affairs Advis-
er Touhid Hossain]; Fo-
reign Secretary [Vikram
Misri] took it up when he

visited Bangladesh [in De-
cember 2024], and this
continues to be a matter of
concern for the Govern-
ment of India,” Mr. Jaishan-
kar said in response to a
question by Arun Kumar
Sagar, MP, though he sides-
tepped references to Ban-
gladesh in responses to
other MPs from the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party, including
Ravi Shankar Prasad and
Nishikant Dubey, and Ar-
vind Sawant of the Shiv Se-
na (UBT).

The Minister’s state-
ments comes at a time
when a report issued by
the United States Commis-
sion for International Reli-
gious Freedom recom-
mended that Pakistan
continue to be designated
a “Country of Particular
Concern” (CPC) by the
U.S., and said minorities
there were persecuted by
violent attacks, mob lynch-
ing, and false blasphemy
cases.

The Ministry of External
Affairs had sharply reject-
ed the report as it also crit-
icised India for attacks on
religious minorities.

change Pakistan’s bigoted mindset in 1971.
fader 73l v, ST o YFAR Y FeT F 1971 F qF werrers iR amefy
st arferraret Fr FeX AATAFAT T8t aGoT |

He was responding to questions in Parliament about the condition of minorities in

Address :
Email Id :

Pakistan and Bangladesh.

Even Indira
couldn’t change
Pak.’s ‘bigoted
mindset’, says
Jaishankar

I8l d& b sfe
$ft qrferedreT &hr
Tel Sgef Hehr:
STIAHT

External Affairs
Minister S.
Jaishankar said on
Friday that even
former Prime
Minister Indira
Gandhi could not

I TG A IIfhEar 3 TiTenger A seqnEas! H1 RYfy W 3370 7T et F1 3w g W@ I
Jaishankar stated that it is not possible to change a neighboring country’s mindset,
but India has raised the issue at international forums and with Bangladesh's

government directly.

SFIUF o gl o Tt Tt Ser Y AT fAFar e worg g ¢, olfchet 1R o 50 Hed
T FARSET F7al I 3R qeaeer f TER F T TFeT 77 35M[T ¢

His comments came days before Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Bangkok
for the BIMSTEC Summit (April 3-4), where Bangladesh Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus will also be present.

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

Page49



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

CONTACT: 9971932488
Ig ST TETAHAT A¥g ANGY Y dpi AT (3-4 3er) ¥ Fo a1 vgad 3T, 5767 TRy

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

HET eATgshR HeFae Jou o 39T g |

Pakistan’s failure to protect minorities

QIfFEdTe T ICTHEIFT T T&TT FIA H QB Gt

During Question Hour in Lok Sabha on Friday, Jaishankar received several
guestions about the treatment of Hindu minorities in Pakistan and Bangladesh.

YFHAR F ANHHHT F TesTwTel & RIS, ST § qrfdhearer AR qivameer # fig
IETHETHI & FTeTd R F§ FaTel & 7T

He criticized Pakistan for failing to honor agreements on equal and fair treatment of
religious minorities.

3gieT UIThEAT F UfHF HeITEIH! F TAH AR AHHITT cqdagR F A AT T qTelet
A A AP W@ W 3mara=T |

He mentioned at least 10 attacks in February 2025 on Hindus, Christians, Sikhs, and
Ahmadiyya sect members in Pakistan.

35l gl foh Bad 2025 7 figat, Swrsal, frat ik sreafear woe & wer i WFA &

mlomgtrl

“We are making our position well known at the international level, but we cannot
change a country with a fanatic and bigoted mindset,” he stated.

FHIOT ATATARAT aTel 2T FI 8T TGl Fhel |

He recalled the 1971 India-Pakistan war and the creation of Bangladesh, stating that
despite international pressure, Pakistan does not protect its minorities.

rﬁ#lWl#WWWﬁTWr#ﬁmﬁwmmmw%
HAWTSENT 19 & STao[g TTfhEdleT T HETHEIH! Y T&TT 741 HIaT|

Human rights abuses in Pakistan

QIfREdreT & ATAAISR gedel

Jaishankar quoted statements from India’s envoys to the UN and Human Rights
Council, calling Pakistan a country with "human rights abuses, persecution of
minorities, and systematic erosion of democratic values."

SFFAHT A FYF g IR AFAOFR IR & 6 & yfafaftat & samat i seya
o, foret aifereaTe &1 " AaeR 1, IeTasa® W HAER R dwdiie qeal
& SYIEYT 4TT" FTET A AT 17|

He accused Pakistan of harboring UN-sanctioned terrorists and supporting extremist
groups.
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Minority rights in Bangladesh
AR A HeTHETH! & HUFR

e Regarding Bangladesh, Jaishankar said India monitors the situation closely and
recorded 2,400 incidents of violence against minorities in 2024 and 72 incidents so
far in 2025.

TR F el F, STAAHT & gl [ s Rufy | FHet For @ar ¥, 317 2024 &
2,400 3 2025 & 37a dF 72 HCIWETH! W fFAT Y geATC gof F¥ 7$ §|

e He raised the issue with Bangladesh Foreign Affairs Adviser Touhid Hossain and
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri during a visit in December 2024.

ﬁﬁaﬁﬁr#ﬁﬁrm*mmgﬁasﬂ?ﬁ?ﬂaﬁaﬁwfmﬁ%w
fHaT 2024 Y AT % SRTH TH FHed N 3o

o« However, he avoided responding to specific references to Bangladesh in questions
from BJP MPs Ravi Shankar Prasad, Nishikant Dubey, and Shiv Sena (UBT) MP
Arvind Sawant.

gTCA TR, 3egiel TSI WiHG T AFT wATG, AR g 3 R« (UBT) wiwg Il
WG & e ¥ 3 TATel I FI$ o€ Gfafmar & 4|

US report on Pakistan and India’s response

qiferedre W 3ARNST RO 3kt sRa v afaferar

e Areport by the United States Commission for International Religious Freedom
(USCIRF) recommended that Pakistan continue to be designated as a "Country of
Particular Concern" (CPC).

IATFY RIS i Taa=ar AT (USCIRF) Fr Rl 7 aifdedre &1 ey Rar
aTelT 32" (CPC) & &9 # Felagy F=Te t@a) i Rprier &y arf|

e The report highlighted violent attacks, mob lynching, and false blasphemy cases
against minorities in Pakistan.

RAE A sreqwegs! W Fas gael, iz gant g 3R 373 Sufaar Amal 1 Seaw fhar
|

e However, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) rejected the report, as it also
criticized India for attacks on religious minorities.

gTelifeh, fager #arerd (MEA) o 30 RaYé & @i 1 feam, F3if sue siRa & anfdie
HETHEIHT UT gHT T 3t ATeira=T Y 1S Y|
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Gehlot refers
mineral tax
Bill to Murmu
for assent

GS Paper II: Center
State Relations

BENGALURU

Karnataka Governor Thaa-
warchand Gehlot has re-
ferred the Karnataka (Min-
eral Rights and Mineral
Bearing Land) Tax Bill,
2024, which proposes tax-
es on mineral-bearing land
and mineral rights, for the
assent of President of India
Droupadi Murmu.

The Bill proposes to levy
a tax of 320 to 3100 per
tonne for different miner-
als.

The proposed law is ex-
pected to bring in revenue
of ¥4,207.95 crore, and tax
on mineral-bearing lands
would fetch another
¥505.9 crore a year.

Citing various provi-
sions of the Bill passed by
the State legislature, the
Governor said they would
have an impact on the ear-
lier passed parliamentary
legislation/Central Acts.

Gehlot refers mineral tax Bill to Murmu for
assent

MEAd o Gl F g & FliFpfa & v 79
FI AT

Karnataka Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot has
referred the Karnataka (Mineral Rights and Mineral
Bearing Land) Tax Bill, 2024 to President Droupadi
Murmu for her assent.

Fellca & TS YTaAE g ld of Feled (@laer
R AR @fasr g o4f#) 7 s, 2024 F wsgufa
gtadt 7y 1 Tipfa & faw d=m @

. The Bill proposes taxes on mineral-bearing land and mineral
rights.

i & wfas gaa afer ik afasr afteRt ® & oo w1 gwaE

. It proposes a tax of ¥20 to ¥100 per tonne for different
minerals.

sgH Aaffed fest o 9fa &7 20 @ T100 T FT 9= HT IE&JG ¢ |

. The proposed law is expected to generate revenue of
%4,207.95 crore, while the tax on mineral-bearing lands would bring
an additional ¥505.9 crore annually.

YEATad (e § ¥4,207.95 F3 FT AT UICd 811 1 357HIG &, S
Gfersr o oA 9T FT & AT T505.9 FU3 JrfafRere gre gt

Citing various provisions of the State legislature-passed Bill, the
Governor stated that it would impact earlier parliamentary legislation
and Central Acts.

=¥ faemerasi garT TR 99 & faffiee saemat 1 gamen & gu,
TSI  FgT ¥ SHHT THTT Tga ¥ TR HAERT FIAT 3 AT
rfafaaaAT oT ggem|
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GS Paper ll:
The HParliament

NEW DELHI

Former Union Minister
and BJP leader Ravi Shan-
kar Prasad on Friday con-
demned the remarks by a
Samajwadi  Party MP
against Rajput king Rana
Sanga, asserting that the
nation “will not tolerate in-
sult” to great warriors.

Rana Sanga was the rul-
er of Mewar between 1508
and 1528. The SP’s Rajya
Sabha member Ramji Lal
Suman had made a contro-
versial observation that the
Rajput king had “invited”
Mughal invader Babur to
the Indian subcontinent to
defeat Ibrahim Lodi in the
16th century. His exact de-
scription of Rana Sanga
was “expunged” from the
records of the Rajya Sabha.

“I condemn the remarks
made against Rana Sanga.
Hindustan will not tolerate
insult to legendary leaders
like Shivaji and Rana San-
ga,” Mr. Prasad said, rasing
the issue during Zero Hour
in the Lok Sabha. He said
the legendary warrior
formed part of India’s her-
itage and continued to in-
spire Indians.

Rao Rajendra Singh, a
BJP member from Jaipur,

HATON6.0

BJP MP Ravi Shankar Prasad speaks during Zero Hour in the Lok

Sabha on Friday. ANI

said Rana Sanga was the
synonym for valour. He

asked the Opposition if

they approved of such
comments against a war-
rior who had given his life
fighting for the country.

Rajya Sabha proceed-
ings were interrupted on
Friday morning by protests
over Mr. Suman’s now-ex-
punged remarks on the
Rajput king.

The BJP demanded an
unqualified apology from
him, while the Opposition
walked out in protest over
an attack on Mr. Suman’s
home by the Karni Sena, a
Rajput group.

Amid this war of words,
the House was adjourned
for half an hour.

As soon as the House sat
on Friday morning, the
Treasury benches started
protesting. Chairman Jag-
deep Dhankhar pleaded
for order in the House, say-
ing that the sentiments of
the people are very pre-
cious, just as the dignity of
a member of the House
and his security are
important.

Parliamentary  Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju criti-
cised the language used by
Mr. Suman about the Raj-
put hero, and urged the
Congress — in its position
as the leading party in the
Opposition INDIA bloc — to
condemn the statement.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge respond-

ed, saying that the Opposi-
tion respects all patriots
who fought for the country
and does not condone in-
sults against anyone. “But
it does not mean that law
and order should be taken
into their own hands,” Mr.
Kharge said, referring to
Karni Sena workers vanda-
lising Mr. Suman’s resi-
dence in Agra.

Suman gets shut down

During the war of words,
Mr. Suman got up to speak,
which provoked the Trea-
sury benches to stand up
and collect in the aisles.
The Chairman then ad-

journed the House for half

an hour.

Shortly after the House
reassembled at noon for
the Question Hour, Mr. Su-
man again stood up, re-
questing an opportunity to
speak. Several Opposition
members, including Mr.
Kharge, the DMK’s Tiruchi
Siva, and the Aam Aadmi
Party’s Sanjay Singh, were
on their feet, supporting
his request.

However, when Mr. Su-
man was not allowed to
speak, the Opposition par-
ties staged a walkout from
the House, which then res-
umed the Question Hour.

BJP members slam ‘insult’ to King Rana Sanga

ot Tl & ST O /A F HIATT Y fer i

Former Union Minister and BJP leader Ravi Shankar Prasad on Friday

‘Social media
giving life to
expunged
remarks’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

As the Opposition and
Treasury benches traded
blame on Friday, Rajya
Sabha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar reflected on the
peculiar problem facing
Parliament in the age of so-
cial media. Underlining
that Samajwadi Party MP
Ramji Lal Suman’s “outra-
geous” remarks had been
expunged, he said, “The
problem is that whatever
we expunge is expunged in
our record but the social
media gives traction to it.”

There was a time, he
said, when a remark was
expunged and it remained
so, but this has changed
with the speed of electron-
ic messaging. He has urged
the Rajya Sabha’s ethics
committee to come up
with a code of conduct so
that the members exert
care and sensitivity in what
they say in the House.

condemned the remarks by Samajwadi Party MP Ramji Lal Suman
against Rajput king Rana Sanga.

q& FET 7 AR fiordt Aar I T vaIE F YFAR F FATSEE) 9t &
HIWE A ATl GHA SaRT TSI TAT IO WA 9 HY 37§ feroqoft Ay ot

H
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o He asserted that the nation “will not tolerate insult” to great warriors like Rana Sanga

and Shivaji.
3oglel gl o TS " AT AeUT3it S om wiam 3% Rarsh & raarer 1 aaied ¢t
X |

e Rana Sanga ruled Mewar between 1508 and 1528.
0T FEM A 1508 / 1528 & &l Aqrs 91 oA+ fham|

e SP MP Ramji Lal Suman made a controversial remark claiming that Rana Sanga
invited Mughal invader Babur to India to defeat Ibrahim Lodi.

FHATSTATEY I1Ef & TG THA oiTer FoAeT o Ryarerede feoqoft H3d g grar fhar fo qom
| & FITET HTHHACIHRT AT T R JATAT AT ATMeh SATEH SNaT Y FIAT ST T |
e His exact description of Rana Sanga was “expunged” from Rajya Sabha records.

TSIHHT & NP1 A IhT [0 [iFM 9 Y € Feroqoft Y ger e aram|

Protests in Parliament
q9E A 3 gk

e Ravi Shankar Prasad raised the issue during Zero Hour in Lok Sabha and
condemned the remarks.

T A JAIE F ANFHHHT H YeAHTe & SNIeT T Hear 3O/ 3R fevquh i fefer |

e He emphasized that Rana Sanga is part of India’s heritage and continues to inspire
people.

3ol SR G hgl Toh IOTT WIE W 1 farare &1 fewar € 31 et siy et & 9
AL

e BJP MP Rao Rajendra Singh from Jaipur stated that Rana Sanga symbolizes valor
and questioned the Opposition’s stance on such comments.

SaqR @ st wiwe T oig Rig 7 T o o wien dRar F gei § 3R faver & gor %
T J XF T T TAST FIA § |

o Rajya Sabha proceedings were disrupted on Friday morning due to protests over
Mr. Suman’s remarks.

UHIAR GoE TeTHHAT $T HIATE! THSH Tl FAT hr fEoqoft o3 gu faer geeier s HRor
EUEEEE]

e« BJP d;manded an unconditional apology, while the Opposition walked out in
protest over an attack on Suman’s house by Karni Sena.

sftardt & f eret AThY iy AT A, ST FION AT G@RT GAT F & 9T go & Qe &
fraer & afeamse |
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Amid the chaos, the House was adjourned for half an hour.

ISAHAT F ST, HeoT FI 3T g & AT TAfa = e |

Government vs Opposition clash

WHR AR f99eT & g evtT

As soon as the House convened, Treasury benches started protesting, and
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar appealed for order.

S @ Heet Y FHAATE E §F, TET9e & FrHal JF Ry g T fam, 3R weafy s
@S A A A0 @ Y e

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju criticized the language used by Suman
and urged the Congress to condemn the statement.

FEET F 7 et RIS o gorer ganr s&aaATer Y 718 9T Y JTerTen A 3R FEAw
F 9 99 Y AT FIA &1 318 |

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge responded, saying that the Opposition
respects all patriots but law and order should not be taken into their own hands.

HIAW et ARCTHTOT @A 1 STaTe & §U el foh Fraet Wit Gersrerall 1 Faaarer Tt
¥, oifeheT F1eieT-caaear # g1 # A= 3R AR
He referred to Karni Sena workers vandalizing Mr. Suman’s residence in Agra.

3egiel HIRT H FION QAT G@RT FAT & G 7 AiY 75 A3HIT 1 Torh |

Suman denied a chance to speak

A Y Steral HT AT 781 e

During the heated exchange, Suman stood up to speak, triggering loud protests
from BJP members.

TRATTH T6H F SNIeT, GHA o dterat Y Fifarer 1, fFrad fordt wiwel & SRer R
foram|
Chairman adjourned the House for half an hour due to the uproar.

FHTITA o EIMH & FROT e ) 3T 02 F forw Tfrg F3 fm)

When the House resumed at noon, Suman again requested a chance to speak, but
was not allowed.

ST QY9 A Heel BT A Y& §3T, o Gt = T A sera) 1 ey B, Afchet 38

refafa e & S|

Several Opposition leaders, including Kharge, DMK’s Tiruchi Siva, and AAP’s
Sanjay Singh, supported his request.

T3, ead & et Rar 3k 319 & wora e afRd 7§ Ruah Aanit a 3o s a0
gAY fRar
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e When Suman was denied a chance to speak, Opposition parties staged a walkout,
and the House resumed the Question Hour.

S A HY dterar Y Irgafer gt A, o Rraedt gat F arwamse w1 B, ik geaw
wReHTe T A & R

Data protection Act
sections undermine
RTI legislation: Moitra

GS Paper ll: Digital Personal Data

he Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Trinamool Congress MP
Mahua Moitra said during
Zero Hour in the Lok Sab-
ha on Friday that Section
44(3) of the Digital Perso-
nal Data Protection Act,
2023, undermined the

Right to Information (RTI)
Act by overriding some of
its provisions.

“As a result of this, you
won’t get data on wilful
known defaulters or
anything which the go-
vernment doesn’t want
you to get. This is com-
pletely undermining the
RTI Act,” the Trinamool
leader alleged.

The two-term Lok Sab-
ha member from Krishna-
nagar raised objections to
a Section in the Act which
states that any group
which possesses data —

B w

Mahua Moitra

journalists, activists, or
political parties — can now
be classified as a data fidu-

“The Data Protection
Board, which is complete-
ly made by the govern-
ment, has the power to im-
pose a fine of ¥250 crore,
and that can go up to I500
crore. This will have a
chilling effect on anyone
seeking data,” she said.

She asked the govern-
ment to repeal Section 42
(3) of the Act.

Data Protection Act sections
undermine RTI legislation:
Moitra

3T JIaToT rfafae fir arme
AT & ARAFR (RTI) FHefeT I
FHAAR Hdl & I Al

Trinamool Congress MP Mahua
Moitra said during Zero Hour in Lok
Sabha on Friday that Section 44(3) of
the Digital Personal Data Protection
Act, 2023 undermines the Right to
Information (RTI) Act.

OIS HIAH TG AT AFAT o Ysha
F AFHT H LeIAHT & GNIT Fgl &
Sforea @S 3er avaror srffawe, 2023
T 4RI 44(3) FE=IT & AHfUHR (RTI)
IfAfrTT Y FAANT F B

. She alleged that this section prevents
access to data on willful defaulters or any
information the government does not want to
disclose.

3egiel RIY 37T {3 Tg URT ATATHEF Fof o
T aral 1 ARt a1 ¥ F$ oft e R

THER IANR AET FIAT ATgelt, 38 UTod Ftet F Uil ¢

e “This completely undermines the RTI Act,” the Trinamool leader said.

"g T g @ RTI AT ! FAAR Far 8, JoRLe a1 o Fal
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Concerns over data classification

3T IfHIoT FY AT Rar

e Moitra raised objections to a section that allows any group possessing data—
including journalists, activists, and political parties—to be classified as a data
fiduciary.

AT F T URT I A ST, a7+ wer 71 § 6 A st wepg 3T W@ g T9ER,
FriFar, 3R T ga—3et ‘31 Rrgfredr (3er 7amel) & w0 F Fefigra R o wawar
gl

e She pointed out that the Data Protection Board, controlled by the government, has
the power to impose fines ranging from ¥250 crore to ¥500 crore.

3ogiel el foh WXHR GaRT fAIFAT ST HIETOT €15 ol €250 FAF § T500 F3 dF T
FHATAT T F1 PR &

+ “This will have a chilling effect on anyone seeking data,” she warned.

"Ig e 3t SafFa O ST ITET THTT ST Y 32T YT AT I8t &, 3ealel ddrde
&l

Call to repeal Section 42(3)
IRT 42(3) Y eTet Y AT

e Moitra urged the government to repeal Section 42(3) of the Act.

AT o TFR A IRARATHT Y 4R 42(3) FY g2 Y 7T |

Data Fiduciary | SeT frgger

o Definition: A Data Fiduciary is an entity that determines the purpose and means of
processing personal data and is responsible for ensuring data protection and
privacy.
gftemmeT: 321 el ag 31S gl § St safFaere 3T & JHEoT & 3587 3K adi&
TAETR e & 31 3er |vetor AR Mueiar GiAfRead #ee & T soerh g 8|

« Role & Responsibilities | 31f&eT 3R RresaRar.
o Ensure fair and lawful processing of personal data.
safFdera 3eT1 1 3 3R der yuEHor GiAfRad e

o Obtain consent from individuals before collecting and processing their data.

**ZET TehT dlel 3R YGEHIUT & Ugol TFadl & WgATa o=T|
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o Implement security measures to protect data from breaches.
3T Ieaaal ¥ TuTe & ToIT GI&IT 39T ofe] LT |

o Provide transparency about how data is used and shared.
32T 3R 3 AT F 7 Tfshar H IRERYET ST TEar|

o Comply with data protection laws and regulatory guidelines.

32T TIETT FrefsA1 3R Raferamse fanfadat &1 arers &

e Example:

o Social Media Platforms (e.g., Facebook, Twitter) act as Data Fiduciaries by
collecting and processing user data.

Arerer AfEAT colewie (AW Facebook, Twitter) TAITHAT SeT T aiah 3R
HETTRIT e 32T el & &9 7 iy i B

o Banks and Financial Institutions handle sensitive financial data, making
them Data Fiduciaries.

d& 3t Rt wvu= Gageeie o ser &1 v a8, oraa 9 3er
rggerd s 81
« Relevant Law in India | %R & YTHRF FeA:

o Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 (DPDP Act, 2023) defines Data
Fiduciaries and regulates their responsibilities.

Bfoea safeaera 3er vator sifdfAwe, 2023 (DPDP fafaae, 2023) 7 et
Reggerdt &1 aRenfa forar ram & 3R 3ot foreaeTiat & fafarafae femar arn
gl

o Entities processing large amounts of data may be classified as Significant
Data Fiduciaries (SDFs) with stricter compliance rules.

S FEUTE 9 AT F 3T HEOT FI § 3¢ Ageaqor 32T frggerdY (SDFs) &
&G F gaffepc fonam ST Hehell &, Fo7eT I Fed 1 # e 8l & |
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Govt. passes
Bill to simplify
maritime
regulations

GS Paper lll: Ease of
tidoing Business

NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Friday
passed a Bill, which seeks
to modernise provisions
governing the carriage of
goods by sea and simplify
maritime regulations.

The Carriage of Goods
by Sea Bill, 2024, was
passed by a voice vote. The
Bill was introduced in the
Lok Sabha on August 9,
2024.

It seeks to replace the
Indian Carriage of Goods
by Sea Act, 1925, which es-
tablishes the responsibili-
ties, liabilities, rights, and
immunities in case of
goods carried from one
port to another port in In-
dia or abroad.

The new Bill retains all
provisions of the Act.

“This new legislation is
a part of the greater initia-
tive of the government to
rid ourselves of all vestiges
of the colonial mindset and
ensure ease doing business
through simple and ration-
alised law,” Union Minister
of Ports, Shipping and Wa-
terways Sarbananda Sono-
wal had said in Parliament
before the Bill was passed.

Govt. passes Bill to simplify maritime regulations

FIHR & FHA! fAgaAt 1§37l g & faw fadas
qrike T

The Lok Sabha on Friday passed a Bill that aims to
modernize provisions related to the carriage of goods by
sea and simplify maritime regulations.

AHHHAT o YHaAR HI T [9TH IR T, a1 3geeg
ALY AT GREET & I3 VATl 1 Areffae Feare A et
st #t w¥er g 3

e The Carriage of Goods by Sea Bill, 2024, was passed by a voice vote.
AT F ALY IRTeT & Fafera e, 2024, 7 eafor 7a @ ok fovam aran|

e The Bill was introduced in the Lok Sabha on August 9, 2024.

Ig fa8Teh 9 3Fd 2024 FY ANFHHHAT H T Fham 1w 47|

e Itaimsto replace the Indian Carriage of Goods by Sea Act, 1925,
which defines responsibilities, liabilities, rights, and immunities for
transporting goods between Indian and foreign ports.

Ig 9T AR e ATer IRae AfAfAIA, 1925 AT 5918 ofet o forw o
T B, S ARl AR fadelt dewamel & o Aver afager i e,
Aereri, 3feR 3 ge fFuTRa sar g

e The new Bill retains all provisions of the previous Act.
71 s et siftfae & wsit araumel # qere w@ar |

e Union Minister of Ports, Shipping, and Waterways Sarbananda
Sonowal stated that this legislation is part of the government’s initiative
to remove colonial-era laws and promote ease of doing business.

FErT dexang, Ataeer 3R sreret FN waiee @are o s i a8 Rdww
TIHR A SUfAUHTeIT Frefetl § AlFT a1 3R SATIR FY ITATT FI1eT AT qger
&1 e R
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University

s negligence led to

Nepal student’s death: NHRC

KIIT officials handled the student’s complaint prior to her death in a ‘very casual manner’,

and their ‘gross negligence’ may be treated as act of ‘abetment to commit suicide, says report

[GS Paper Il: NHRC |

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

he National Human
T Rights Commission

has said the negli-
gence of the KIIT Universi-
ty in Odisha was responsi-
ble for the death of a
Nepalese woman student
on its campus last month.
The panel's report deemed
it an instance of abetment
to suicide.

Expressing strong dis-
pleasure over the se-
quence of events leading to
the death and a lackadaisi-
cal approach of the univer-
sity authorities in handling
the situation, the rights pa-
nel asked the Odisha Chief
Secretary to submit an ac-
tion-taken report.

On February 16, the 20-
year-old student was found
dead in her university hos-
tel room. Subsequently,
angry students began prot-
esting on the campus, al-
leging that the university
had ignored complaints of
harassment. When ten-
sions escalated, the univer-
sity forcibly evicted more
than 500 Nepalese stu-
dents from the university.

Taking cognisance of
the incident, the NHRC
had directed its Registrar
(Law) to conduct an on-

Students during a protest after a Nepalese student was found dead
in her hostel room in KIIT University, Bhubaneswar last month. pTI

the-spot inquiry along with
a team of two officers from
its Investigation Division,
one not below the rank of
Senior Superintendent of
Police, and another from
the Law Division. The
NHRC team found that the
International Relation Of-
fice (IRO) of the KIIT did
not act decisively on specif-
ic complaint of the de-
ceased that she was being
blackmailed by one of her
classmates, Advik Shrivas-
tava. The IRO handled the
matter the matter in a very
casual manner, it found.
“The IRO office and dis-
ciplinary committee just
got undertakings from the
victim and the alleged ac-

cused rather than inform-
ing or referring to this com-
plaint to the Internal
Complaints Committee or
the local police station,”
the NHRC findings say.

Gross negligence

“The Chairperson of the
ICC has also admitted in
her statement that the
complaint of the deceased
girl dated March 12, 2024
should have been forward-
ed to the ICC. Therefore,
the conduct of the IRO, un-
iversity officers and disci-
plinary committee and col-
lege  authorities  was
sufficient to show that
there is gross negligence
and omission on their part

which may be treated as
act of abetment to commit
suicide on the part of the
university officials, which
finally resulted in her sui-
cide,” the right panel re-
port further indicts.

The NHRC also found
that the Nepalese students
were ill-treated by the un-
iversity officials with abu-
sive and derogatory re-
marks.

“The registrar of univer-
sity Jnyana Ranjan Mohan-
ty and other witnesses
have admitted that two ad-
ministrative officers name-
ly Jayanti Nath and Man-
jusha Pandey had
misbehaved with Nepalese
students and remarks
made by them were im-
proper, unacceptable and
cannot be appreciated. La-
ter, they said university of-
ficials were suspended,
which itself proved that the
shortcomings and negli-
gence were on the part of
university officials,” the in-
vestigating team of NHRC
said in the report.

“Regrettably, the univer-
sity was unrepentant and
even had the audacity to
reply that there had been
no merit in the allegations.
This manifests sheer insen-
sitivity, if not downright ar-
rogance,” it observed.

University’s negligence led to Nepal student’s death: NHRC
freafagaraar Y ATaRar@ o surer Y sET A A F T =T
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TATTHIHY

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) stated that KIIT
University’s negligence in Odisha was responsible for the death of a
Nepalese woman student last month.

TSERT ATAGIAFR AT (NHRC) A gl [ 33w & Famdamsdr
fareafagarey &t arRaTe! Rod Ada Aurer & #Afger o Hr #dla & AT
SFAeR 41|

e The panel's report categorized the incident as abetment to suicide.

3T Y RUIE & 57 geaT & ATcASAT & fAT IHHA FT ATHAT ST 31347

Lack of action by university authorities

fareafaearera wermrer S A fswaar

e The NHRC expressed strong displeasure over the university's careless approach in
handling the situation.

TATIARHT o [F2afaeTTears & Araarg WY IR FH ARTSEN SR A
e The panel directed the Odisha Chief Secretary to submit an action-taken report.

3T o 3 F qET afRT @ Y 71§ FRars Hr RO dtoe a1 e e

Incident details

geAT &1 faavor

e On February 16, a 20-year-old student was found dead in her hostel room.
16 HYEL T 20 THT BTET 1 YA FIECA & FAT A F 1T AT

¢ Following the incident, students began protesting, alleging that the university ignored
harassment complaints.

T & dle;, BT o TE el Y& HT A, J€ HRIT #0911 §U 6 farafdezrer o sedhge A
RIFTadl Y AsaETe R

e As tensions rose, the university forcibly evicted over 500 Nepalese students from
the campus.

Teufa forsst N fareafag@rera & Sraver 500 ¥ 3rftra Aurel a1ET H IRET & 9= FFe
T
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NHRC investigation findings
TATT A AT F fAshd

The NHRC formed a special investigation team, including its Registrar (Law), a
Senior Superintendent of Police, and a Law Division officer.

TATIIHT o Teh FFAw St ger a1fod foham, Forae Ieer (FrepeT), o aftss i

arefiate 3R T STt ToTer AR ArfAer A

The team found that the International Relations Office (IRO) of KIIT University failed
to act decisively on a blackmail complaint filed by the deceased against her
classmate Advik Shrivastava.

ST gef o ara foF & 3m$amédt Rreafagamera & a@rsdT €94 F1ATET (IRO) & 7 BT
EART 30 TgITST IEfaeh Aareda & e gof st Y RNed W) 318 FIars A8
&

The IRO and disciplinary committee merely took undertakings from both parties,
instead of informing the Internal Complaints Committee (ICC) or the police.

IRO 3R sreperrwar fAfY 7 3l Rrswrra wfdfer (ICC) ar gfdw Y gaar & & s,
shael gt g&ll § a1t farw|

Gross negligence and accountability

MY ATIRETEY 311X STaTaeEr

The Chairperson of ICC admitted that the deceased’s complaint dated March 12,
2024, should have been forwarded to the committee.

TSI Y rerat F FhHR AT o e o i 12 AR 2024 #r frFra rEdd wr
S ST =nfRw o

The NHRC concluded that the actions of IRO, university officials, and the
disciplinary committee amounted to gross negligence.

TATH3RE! A frsad e & IRO, Rreafagarers srftraRat il e wfafa i
FILATS TR ATITarEr i Aoft F et g1

The panel stated that this negligence could be treated as abetment to suicide.

3RS gl Toh Ig ATIETEY HTeHETT & ol 3FHFAT F aRTa AT ST Al

Maltreatment of Nepalese students

ATell BTN & AT GedaeR

The NHRC found that university officials mistreated Nepalese students using
abusive and derogatory remarks.
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Jmafarstars 7 i fecafor i
e Registrar Jnyana Ranjan Mohanty and other witnesses admitted that two

administrative officers, Jayanti Nath and Manjusha Pandey, misbehaved with
Nepalese students.

IR AT Toi=T AlgelY 31 317 rarel 7 ThHR fohar ik & wemafas s, s
ATy 3 FS[WT 973, A AuTelt BTAN F WY gedaEr |

e These officials were later suspended, confirming the university’s failure and
negligence.

o ATRAIRAT A1 a1 7 Treifara &< o arm, Ty Fareafagaera #r fawerar 3ilv
ATRATE Afae gielt 31

University’s insensitive response

freafagarera & srwageredter wfafear

o Despite strong evidence, the university denied any wrongdoing and stated that the
allegations had no merit.

A Al & a1a9lg, fareafagarery o fadt oft et & sarer fomam 31K wFer 6 3w
e &

e The NHRC criticized the university's unrepentant attitude, calling it “sheer
insensitivity and arrogance”.

TATTHRET F FrRafagTera & TRATaTIdeT W dr T A, 30 Y avE IrudeeTedierar
3R 3gFR Fdr|

TATIHRH & qr o freafagamera & sl & Aqrel sl & aryr gedasr frar 3l

National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
1. Establishment of NHRC

e Statutory Body: Established in 1993 under the Protection of Human Rights Act,
1993 (not a constitutional body).

e Amendment: The Act was amended in 2006.

e Purpose: Acts as a watchdog for human rights in India, covering life, liberty,
equality, and dignity as guaranteed by the Constitution and international
covenants enforceable by Indian courts.

2. Objectives of NHRC

(a) Strengthening institutional arrangements for a more focused approach to human
rights issues.
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(b) Investigating human rights violations independently of the government, reinforcing its
commitment to human rights protection.
(c) Supporting and complementing existing efforts to safeguard human rights.

3. Composition of NHRC

e Multi-member body consisting of:
o Chairperson: Retired Chief Justice of India.
o Four members:
= Serving or retired Supreme Court judges.
= Serving or retired Chief Justice of a High Court.
= Two experts with knowledge/experience in human rights.
o Ex-officio members:
= Chairpersons of:
National Commission for Minorities
National Commission for Scheduled Castes (SCs)
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (STs)
National Commission for Women

4. Appointment of NHRC Members

e Appointed by the President based on recommendations of a six-member
committee:

Prime Minister (Chairperson)

Speaker of Lok Sabha

Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha

Leaders of Opposition in both Houses of Parliament

o Union Home Minister

e Judges' Consultation: If a sitting Supreme Court judge or a Chief Justice of a
High Court is to be appointed, consultation with the Chief Justice of India is
mandatory.

O O O O

5. Tenure & Restrictions

e Term: 5years or until the age of 70 years, whichever is earlier.
e Post-Tenure Employment: Chairperson and members are not eligible for further
government employment (Central or State).
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India’s geopolitical vision should be larger

|GS Paper II: India's Foreign Policy in New Global World Order |

arlier this month, Russian President
Vladimir Putin thanked world leaders,
including Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, for their “noble mission” to end
the fighting between Ukraine and Russia. This has
brought cheer to Indians.

But there is a question to be asked — Why has
India refrained from playing a more active
political role in regional and international
contflicts around the world?

This is all the more surprising when one
considers the decisive steps taken by Indian
leaders in conflicts in the neighbourhood
whether, inter alia, in Bangladesh in 1971 when
India helped stop a genocide and give birth to a
new nation; in the Maldives in 1988 by stopping
armed mercenaries overthrow its President; in Sri
Lanka in 2009 by helping in the defeat of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, or, recently, by
combating piracy in the region.

Let there be no mistake. India has been an
active net contributor to global public good
whether through the ‘Vaccine Maitri’ initiative
during the COVID-19 pandemic, robust climate
action which includes establishing the
International Solar Alliance, the sharing of digital
public infrastructure to the world or its role as
first responder during natural disasters.

A reticence

However, in the last two decades, India has,
rightly, prioritised economic growth, both under
the United Progressive Alliance and National
Democratic Alliance governments. This has
catapulted India to the rank of fifth largest
economy. Having reached there, we seem to have
convinced ourselves that if we take an active
political role in global or regional conflicts, it
could adversely affect our growth and
development.

India’s reticence may also stem from the fact
that it feels that getting involved in regional
conflicts will upset the strong bilateral relations
that have been carefully cultivated with
countries. Or that these conflicts are best left to
key players in that region and outside, like in
West Asia where India has big stakes but does not
want to be more proactive than the Gulf
countries, which are lukewarm to the unfolding
tragedy in Gaza and the region. Yes, all of the
above has some rationale. At a time when the
world order is disintegrating, and with India
having global ambitions of its own, India’s
geopolitical vision should be larger, which will
only help, not hinder, our economic ambitions.

Historically, one will be right to say that India
provided political leadership to the Non-Aligned
Movement to empower developing countries
emerging from colonisation to find their voice.
One might also be right to say that our
multi-alignment policy of today is an equally

T.S. Tirumurti

was Ambassador/
Permanent
Representative of
India to the United
Nations, New York
(2020-22) and
President of UN
Security Council for
August 2021

In a “Trumpian’

world, India
must not treat
economic
development
and geopolitics
as mutually
exclusive

compelling political stand to navigate geopolitical
fissures by strengthening our bilateral relations
with every key country. But non-alignment was
also for the Global South while multi-alignment is
primarily for us.

However, when a country becomes the fifth
largest economy, prides itself as a thriving
democracy, aspires for a United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) seat as a permanent member and
also aspires to be an important pole in a
multipolar world, the expectations of the
international community from India only
increase. India needs to do much more than take
a stand or be a bystander. If in the UNSC, India
claims that decisions are not credible without the
participation of the world’s largest democracy,
then this logic applies equally to decisions taken
outside the UNSC.

Mr. Putin’s statement is an expression of
gratitude to India’s Prime Minister, who made a
bold statement in his visiting Russia last year in
the midst of the Ukraine war. India’s decision to
abstain on UNSC votes on the war, when there
was considerable pressure to vote against Russia,
influenced big developing countries to take a
more balanced position on the war. Further, Mr.
Modi had conveyed to the Russian President
earlier that this is “not an era of war” and pressed
him not to use nuclear arms. But Mr. Putin’s
statement is also a subtle encouragement to India
to play a much bigger role. When India is one of
the few countries with credibility which can
speak to both Russia and Ukraine, should it not
be on the high table?

There is a global reset

The flip side is that if India does not meet those
expectations, it is ceding space to countries such
as Tirkiye or Saudi Arabia or Qatar, to tackle
conlflicts in Europe, West Asia, Africa, or the
South China Sea, where the stakes for India are
high. The meeting between Ukraine and Russia in
2022 took place in Tiirkiye. The U.S.-Russia and
U.S.-Ukraine talks that took place in Saudi Arabia
recently, fit into an ambitious Saudi Arabia’s
version of multi-alignment. And just now, the
Presidents of Rwanda and Democratic Republic
of Congo met in Qatar to forge a ceasefire in
eastern Congo. Further, geopolitical clout is
something the Trump 2.0 administration
recognises, unlike when India was ignored by its
‘strategic partner’ the U.S. during Troika Plus
talks on Afghanistan, or in Bangladesh recently,
in India’s own neighbourhood.

Faced with a global reset, with the U.S. and
parts of Europe lurching to the right, where the
U.S. could downsize its engagements in some
regions, particularly Europe and Asia on the one
hand, and with fragmentation of trade and rising
protectionism on the other, India needs to reach
outwards instead of just trying to protect its

space. Given that its adversarial relations with
China are not going to vanish anytime soon and
its trade deficit with China is set to increase with
the supply chains closely linked, strengthening of
alignments with friends in theatres outside the
region is key. It becomes even more relevant
when the U.S. and China move towards a “deal”
which could end up dividing regions into their
spheres of influence and the balance of power
shifts in Asia, where the Quad (India, Japan,
Australia and the U.S.) could potentially lose its
strategic relevance and India comes under
pressure.

A time for a shift and also reform

This calls for regional policies, since regional
policy is not just the sum of India’s bilateral
relations with countries in that region, be it West
Asia or Central Asia. For example, India
developed close bilateral relations with the
Central Asian countries and important regional
stakes, but downgraded its participation in the
regional grouping, the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation. East Asia demands India’s
enhanced attention too, especially after its refusal
to join the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP). This is the time for a strategic
shift towards Europe, which is under pressure.
And also a time to undertake internal economic
reforms to enhance India’s competitiveness and
meet U.S. expectations on a bilateral trade
agreement, which could be the fulcrum for a
broader engagement with the Trump 2.0
administration. However, being proactive in
conflicts does not mean that India becomes a
mediator or passes messages from one party to
another. Further, waiting for warring parties or a
dominant power such as America to invite India
may be a prudent policy, but they will not ask
India unless New Delhi conveys its readiness to be
a geopolitical player committed to international
peace and security.

For example, India played an important role,
but not a mediatory one, in the Korean war in the
UN Security Council between 1951-52 barely four
years after Indian independence. The fact that
India was an impoverished nation did not deter
it. In recognition, it was made chair of the Neutral
Nations Repatriation Commission. During India’s
recent stint in the UNSC (2021-22), it was a bridge
for divergent views.

Therefore, in a “Trumpian’ world, and as the
world order gets shaped in favour of the big
powers, both old and new, and when there is
geopolitical fr ion, even unil lism, let
us not treat economic development and
geopolitics as mutually exclusive. We need to
practise multi-alignment in all its dimensions to
gain the full benefits. India should use the
window of Trump 2.0 and emerge as a major pole
by actively shaping a disintegrating world order.

India’s geopolitical vision should be larger

HI T 3-T[STell [l TTSCHIVT AT gleT AT

Earlier this month, Russian President Vladimir Putin thanked world
leaders, including Prime Minister Narendra Modi, for their efforts to
end the Ukraine-Russia conflict.

3 AL Y YOI A, THY Isgufer safesA’ gfaer F wemersslt s A
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e This acknowledgment brought cheer to Indians.

58 Edipid & AR 7 37TE T80T

India’s limited political role in global conflicts

dftas west & s At AT Tereiias sfawr

o Despite its historic interventions, India has avoided taking a more active role in
global conflicts.

3rqar e gxaeial & Srasg, HRd - ARaF wust & 7fF afrT e e &
e AT R

e In contrast, India played a decisive role in conflicts such as:
58 faolid, 1R & et deast 7 favriaes sy fasms:
o Bangladesh in 1971, where India helped stop a genocide and aided in the
formation of a new nation.

1971 H FATE, ST AR  ATHER ket 3HT Tk AT IS & fAATT F FAeg |

o Maldives in 1988, where India prevented an armed coup against its
President.

1988 #H ATEIE, ST AR = IseUfer % BTE TUF [Agig F1 A7 |
o Sri Lanka in 2009, where India assisted in the defeat of the LTTE.
2009 # siteieT, ST 7R & LTTE Y R H Werar |
o Recent anti-piracy efforts in the region.

& 3 §TeT &1 7 TRt sl & e I |

India’s contributions to global welfare

ARTF FAT H HRT FT JeTEH

o India has been a net contributor to global public good, including:
R dRTH Ao g H WiHT ARreAHar @1 8, [T enfAer &
o ‘Vaccine Maitri’ initiative during the COVID-19 pandemic.
FIfAS-19 AGTART & ST AeFdiet #+1 gger|
o Robust climate action, including the establishment of the International Solar
Alliance.

A ey FRATS, o FARTAT TR ST Sl FATIT AT B
o Sharing digital public infrastructure with the world.

ARTF TR W RBfoed adaa® JTEI==T W= FIET
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o Acting as the first responder during natural disasters.

yrhfae raersit & Rrer wusr wfafear &a aver &er aee|

India’s strategic reticence

AR Y wEfas g

e Over the last two decades, India has prioritized economic growth, under both the
UPA and NDA governments.

Rrod 3t g A, oTRd 7 gefiw 3R verEie SeR & aea s Rt arafawar & ¥
e This has led to India becoming the world’s fifth-largest economy.
SH% IRUTHETET R faed Y giadt gad a8t srdegawyr o7 1 B

o However, India now believes that taking an active political role in conflicts may
harm its economic growth.

glelifeh, 31 8T ATeTaT & fF Ferst 3 e s fovemar @ anfe faera wenfaar &t
T ¢ |

Concerns about bilateral relations

gfavaia dee’ I da Rarne

¢ India may fear that involvement in regional conflicts could damage strong bilateral
ties.

HIXC T 37T & fob 81T Ferst 3 gEaalT & Horqe gfaqeiiy Haul I JHarT 8 ¥Fhal ¢

e India also avoids being more proactive than key regional players, such as in West
Asia, where it has significant economic stakes.

AR &g & RRenf3al § arftrs wfva syfe eome @ e @, 519 & afResr ol
STeT 38 Ageaqor anfdw i &

o Despite this, India’s global ambitions demand a larger geopolitical vision.

S8 JTaS]G, HRA Y AT AgcATHIRIN Uah SATIF -TAel el TTOCHIVT Y HTT FLelt
gl
Historical leadership and changing priorities

AAeTRAF Afea 3R Feerdt gryfAwane

o Historically, India led the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), helping developing nations
find their voice.

UETieh §9 8, R TfATdeT Hrereret (NAM) T sicged e oT, forad fasrwefier dat
Y I HTATS Joig FIA A Aeg Al |
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e Today, India follows a multi-alignment policy, which strengthens bilateral ties with
key nations.

37T, $TR TE-TX@OT Al 31T &, S 9@ 2R & A gfAqedisr Feeid it Fsred HIam
gl

o However, NAM supported the Global South, whereas multi-alignment primarily
benefits India.

gTelifeh, NAM dfRa® &féYor (Global South) ¥ farw 4, aaﬁ:a-g-mw;nﬁrg@qmq
HRT & AT BraeHT B

The need for greater global responsibility

ARTF TR W 31T FFASHY Y 3maeTFar

e Asthe fifth-largest economy, a thriving democracy, and an aspirant for a
permanent seat in the UNSC, global expectations from India are increasing.

qTerdl FEd q3Y AT, FUAFT e, IR FIFT Teg FI&T TRYG (UNSC) 7 Tl
HEEIdT ¥ SR & 9 &, 7R ¥ A 3rdend ag @ ¥
e India cannot remain a bystander; it must do more than just taking a stand.

R RF goie 181 1@ FahaT; 30 AF Ul vose a3 F 310 S g

o If India argues that UNSC decisions lack credibility without its participation, the
same logic applies to global decisions outside the UNSC.

Ife TR g ah &t ¢ T UNSC & fam 3wt smelierY & faviy Reawea aigh @1, o
I a9 UNSC & 18 fore a1 3Rae foat ox #ft smeg g @1

Mr. Putin’s statement is an expression of gratitude to India

qfeT &1 941 HRA F ufa IR & AffreafFa 3

e Russian President Vladimir Putin thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his
bold stance on the Ukraine war during his visit to Russia last year.

wHY Trgafer cefeait gfeer = gurers Al A 1 oo a1 74 2R & R 35 Zau
W A RAF 3@ I & fv v=gare &

e India abstained from UNSC votes on the war, despite pressure to vote against
Russia, influencing big developing countries to take a more balanced stance.

HRT & TYF o &t IR (UNSC) H Jo¥r T Ader & e 41, siafs &6 F
f&eT® ae & %1 gara o1, 'Srad 93 Rrmeiier quf 1 Jqfed 3@ 39ere 7 #Hee @l

e Modi told Putin that "this is not an era of war" and urged him not to use nuclear
weapons.
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A F gfcrer & e " I8 I F1 I gt & 3R ATO] FRAARY & 394 F =S F
3mare fomaT|

Putin’s statement is also a subtle encouragement for India to play a bigger global
role.

gicleT T TE 1T AR i 2R Faw 9T 79) {fArawT fromsr & fow o v ol 1

As one of the few countries with credibility that can engage with both Russia and
Ukraine, India should have a seat at the high table.

AR 31 F& &2 7 A v ¢ Forweh Rreaaeiaar w0 3R g St @ araia w3 A
&THAT WY §, SHTIT HRA FT 3o T Y arat3it & anfAer = =nfRw|

There is a global reset

ARae FAX T T @Y W ]

If India does not take up these expectations, it will cede space to countries like
Turkiye, Saudi Arabia, or Qatar in global conflicts.

afe; 3R 3T ettt Y AL I, A T Jehl, FIEN I AT FAT AW G20 Y ARTH
FESt # 3r9el ST ot |

Tirkiye hosted Russia-Ukraine talks in 2022, while Saudi Arabia facilitated U.S.-
Russia and U.S.-Ukraine talks.

2022 # Tt F TH-gheT 1T Y ATEAT $, STaTh TFET 3T F 7ANFT-F 3R 33ART-
el AT T 3T TSTAT|

Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo held ceasefire talks in Qatar.
aTsT AR FEN AFAIfAF TR F Fal H JUTAA arat $i|

Geopolitical influence is recognized by the U.S., and ignoring India in key
discussions (e.g., Troika Plus talks on Afghanistan) shows a missed opportunity.

YT T FANFT F - AF T37T F A=A & §, 3R g1 corw arat

(mﬁwmwﬂ)#mﬁmmwmgmmm%‘l

With the U.S. and parts of Europe shifting to the right, their focus may reduce on
certain global issues, making it crucial for India to step up.

AR 3R AT F Fo REwt & afRoray 1 377 FHE & FROT, 3o 3T Fqe@l |
IS FASR 8 hd! §, T 9RA & fT 3116 317 37928 8 AT g

India-China trade deficit is increasing, and supply chains are closely linked,
necessitating strengthening ties with friendly nations outside the region.

HR- e SATIR ©TET 75 @7 &, IR Irqfef s@eme 1es & o2 g% &, orad a1y § e}
for Gait & AT W AT FIAT TTF &) AT B

If U.S. and Chinareach a deal, Asia’s power balance may shift, impacting the Quad
(India, Japan, Australia, U.S.) and India’s strategic relevance.

afe; ARt 3 et et Foeila oT agw §, o ORI i afFd dqee ded aed 8,
SO Fars (IR, 9, JiteeforaT, 3R A Wefas Tfawdr gsnfad & a2
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A time for a shift and also reform
delTd 3R FUR 1 77T

India needs regional policies beyond just bilateral ties, especially in West Asia and
Central Asia.

R 1 Rt gfaweiiar Fereit o AT 7 e g e At i smaeashdr §, grasy
afteer ofdram 3k wrew ol #)

India built strong ties with Central Asian countries, but downgraded its
participation in the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO).

HRT o AT TRIATS G20 & AT AT HAY TATC, oifeheT AETS HEANT Herae (SCO) H
et srefierY Y o 1 R

East Asia also needs India’s focus, especially after it refused to join the RCEP
(Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership).

gt ol Y ot s & 3 et A IraRTFAT B, WA S R F 81T AT
T ATEigRY (RCEP) & MfA 817 @ SR Y feT|

Strategic engagement with Europe is needed as it faces economic and political
pressure.

TN F WY WTATAF J31T HTRIAF ¢, Fifeh g I HR =i Ga1a T HHAT A

el
India must also undertake internal economic reforms to boost competitiveness and
secure a U.S. bilateral trade agreement.

TR T AR HTFIF GURT Y AT ¥ HTTRTHAT §, ATih Thaeqaiersar ¢ ik
3rARET & w1y gfavehr AR gastar e gt

Being proactive in conflicts does not mean mediation; India must position itself as a
responsible geopolitical player.

wast & TR Q1R FT AdeT HEITYAT FIAT AE ¢; R I T [AFAGR {-Isrel s
o & T & TRT 1 TR

Waiting for an invitation from the U.S. or dominant powers is not a viable strategy;
India must assert its role proactively.

ANT AT 3T ATFARATAT 2T T HTHAAUT T AR FIAT AR 0T 781 & IR
T TG AT AT FISE T F TR XA gl

India’s past role in conflict resolution

Y FHATYTT 3 R hr qF fAaT

India played a key role in the Korean War (1951-52), just four years after
independence, proving its capability in global peace efforts.
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HRT A FINATE Jerr (1951-52) H Ageaqor {fAHT fvers, Taccm & % ar |rer a1,
Sad 356 dRaw eﬁﬁmﬁmmﬁagél

This led to India being appointed as chair of the Neutral Nations Repatriation
Commission.

$HS HRUT AR T g AW JAFCTAT FHIAT (AT ST TeATacl=T ITANT) FT e

FATT 9T

During its recent UNSC tenure (2021-22), India acted as a bridge for diverse
opinions.

TYFA Teg ot aRwg (UNSC) & giferar srierer (2021-22) & GNeT, 1R o faffesr
framt & der g F1 w7 B

India must seize the Trump 2.0 opportunity
R Y €9 2.0 F T BT 13 33T 1T

In a changing world order, where big powers reshape geopolitics, India must not
isolate economic growth from strategic engagement.

Teorelt R caaET #, STeT a9 ATl o7 TS Y FAAT PR & W E, AR ¥ 3N
R 3ttt oo smfier #Y sreer 7d w@er Tyl

Practicing multi-alignment in all its dimensions will maximize India’s global
benefits.

WWW@'W (multi-alignment) T 3T3ATH FIAT IR & 3RTF ATH Y
Ifwaad F9m|

India must use the geopolitical opportunity under Trump 2.0 to establish itself as a
key global power.

HR I €7 2.0 F T $-TTSTel ol HAWT HT ST FIAT AT, ATMeh T8 T W@ AR
ATFT & TI H 33 TS|
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Advantage China in Africa’s nuclear energy market race

he Russia-Ukraine war has demonstrated
T the importance of energy security, where

many European countries were caught
scrambling and developing new energy
partnerships. The devastating impact of the war
did not spare Africa too despite the geographical
distance. As African leaders are reworking the
energy basket of their countries, nuclear energy
is emerging as the driver of this energy
transformation.

Currently, Africa has only one nuclear plant, at
Koeberg in South Africa, built by a French
consortium. However, other African countries,
which includes Ghana, Nigeria, Sudan, Rwanda,
Kenya and Zambia, are projecting the use of
nuclear energy to enhance electricity access for
their citizens.

According to some estimates, Africa is
expected to generate 15,000 MW of nuclear
energy by 2035. Africa’s nuclear energy market is
poised for significant growth, representing an
investment opportunity of $105 billion.
Unsurprisingly, many countries want a slice of
this strategic market.

The scramble for Africa’s nuclear market
So far, France has dominated Africa’s nuclear
market. However, it is rapidly losing its influence
and struggling to maintain its relevance,
particularly in Francophone Africa. Meanwhile,
since 2023, the United States has been organising
the US-Africa Nuclear Energy Summit (USANES).
However, it will depend on U.S. President Donald
Trump on whether and how he wants to proceed
with the U.S.’s nuclear expansion plan in Africa.
Russia, another important player in Africa’s
nuclear market, has inked several agreements
with Egypt, Mali, Burkina Faso, and Burundi.
Since July 2022, Russia’s Rosatom has been
building a reactor in El Dabaa, Egypt, though
progress is slow. With Korea Hydro and Nuclear
Power (KHNP) at the helm, South Korea has also
shown its interest in capturing this untapped
market. However, the country that is

Samir
Bhattacharya

is Associate Fellow at
the Observer
Research Foundation

With a number
of African
countries
reworking their
energy basket,
Beijing could
emerge as the
partner country
of choice

undoubtedly winning the race for the nuclear
market is China.

Explaining China’s dominance

China’s nuclear ambition in Africa is a relatively
new phenomenon. In 2012, in cooperation with
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
the China Atomic Energy Authority began a
scholarship programme for students from African
and South Asian countries wishing to develop
national nuclear programmes. It served, among
other things, to provide training in Chinese
procedures and equipment to increase the
chances of African countries purchasing them.
Today, China has more than 50 operating
reactors. Undoubtedly, China has emerged as an
attractive partner for African countries interested
in developing nuclear energy.

China’s nuclear expansion in Africa is being
spearheaded by two large state-owned
companies — the China General Nuclear Power
Group (CGN) and the China National Nuclear
Corporation (CNNC).

In 2024, during the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation (FOCAC) in Beijing, Nigeria signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with
China that includes the design, construction,
operation, upgrading, maintenance and
decommissioning of nuclear power stations in
Nigeria. The visit of Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi to Nigeria in early 2025 further
cemented this collaboration.

At the same summit, Uganda also signed an
MoU with China to build a 2 GW nuclear plant.
The first unit, of 1 GW, is expected to be
connected to the grid by 2031. Kenya also plans to
have a research reactor in operation by 2030.
‘While Kenya is still open on its choice of partner
country, Ghana has selected the U.S.-based
NuScale Power and Regnum Technology Group to
build its Small Modular Reactors (SMRs), while
China National Nuclear Corporation is set to build
a Large Reactor (LR).

In West Africa, the junta leaders of Burkina

Faso, Niger and Mali are all leading pro-Russian
governments, and signed an MoU with Russia on
the sidelines of the Russia-Africa Summit 2023.
Although they have approached the Russian
nuclear behemoth, Rosatom, to build their
nuclear capacity, the massive investment
required to make a nuclear power plant and
Russia’s own economic stagnation due to the
Ukraine war and associated sanctions may deter
Russia from investing on such a large scale in
far-away Africa. This would again most likely
push these countries, desperate for foreign
investment, toward China.

Africa’s nuclear ambition, impact on India
As the global drive toward cleaner and more
efficient energy accelerates, Africa will
increasingly consider nuclear energy as a
panacea to the problem. Therefore, regardless of
China and the debt trap risk, African countries
would look to Chinese financing to support them
in their nuclear journey. Today, China is already
leading the race in constructing new nuclear
power plants across the world.

Further, very few African countries possess the
transmission networks required to receive and
distribute power from these nuclear plants, China
can also help build these transmission networks
under the framework of its schemes such as the
“Belt and Road Initiative”. If China manages to do
that, this will not only enhance its position as a
leader in Africa’s clean energy market but also
entrench its overall dominance in Africa.

As of January 30, 2025, India’s nuclear
generation capacity is 8,180 MW. As India aims to
generate 100GW of nuclear energy by 2047, it
would be important for India to secure African
uranium. In 2009, India signed a civil nuclear
cooperation agreement with Namibia. India also
plans to develop some uranium mining projects
in Niger and Namibia. Yet, with increasing
Chinese dominance, it would be harder for India
to venture in Africa’s nuclear market, impacting
India’s energy security in the long run.

Advantage China in Africa’s nuclear energy market race

3TAIRT & GTATYT Fall TSI Y als 3 =it Y g

The Russia-Ukraine war has highlighted the importance of energy security, forcing many
European nations to develop new energy partnerships.

-t JeH o Fall GIAT & Aged 1 3ANKR B, Frad 78 Ui it 1 748 Fa1 astaia

#I wfa FA & foav Asqy g usn|

o Despite geographical distance, Africa was also impacted by the war, prompting
African leaders to reconsider their energy policies.

sitanfors g & arasye, 3nhreT o 8 Jaer FT wTT usT, Tad AT AT F e st
Afel o gaAfdar #xa & e #srey g s
e Nuclear energy is emerging as a key solution for Africa's energy transformation.

YIATV] AT 3TSHIRT & FalT IRE & AT U Jof@ FATHTET Teiohd 38R @I &
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Africa’s growing nuclear energy market
3TYRYHT T FGAT GTATY] Frall AT

Currently, Africa has only one nuclear power plant, located at Koeberg, South
Africa, built by a French consortium.

AT H, 3TPYHT F Fael T TIATY] Foll G4 &, ST AT et F Hivast # f&ud § 3k
SO WIHHT g SaRT ST 9127 7|

Countries like Ghana, Nigeria, Sudan, Rwanda, Kenya, and Zambia are planning to
adopt nuclear energy to improve electricity access.

1T, AT, Y31, &, mmaﬁméﬁaﬂmﬁq@m%mm
FoT YT FT JISTAT T 8 & |

By 2035, Africa is expected to generate 15,000 MW of nuclear power.

2035 T, 3R & 15,000 AIMMGTE YTATY] Fail SeqTest Y 371G ¥ |

The African nuclear energy market presents an investment opportunity worth $105
billion.

3THTRT TRATI] FaAT ST 3 $105 faferger &1 farder srawy #isg B
Several global powers are competing for a share in this strategic market.

g dRge UTFaaT 3 WHITAF TR A el & v yfaraut & @ &)

The scramble for Africa’s nuclear market

3TATRT & GTATY] AR & faw gfaeaet

France has historically dominated Africa’s nuclear market, but is now struggling to
maintain its influence, especially in Francophone Africa.

W @ AWAETAH T RIHT & YA AR G T3 FATT T@T AT, ol fehed 379 a5 fadw
T @ FhIPIT IRIFT 7 3T+ TS 9410 @A & AT O FT @I 8

Since 2023, the United States has been organizing the US-Africa Nuclear Energy
Summit (USANES).

2023 /, HFFA T IANET Jud-3r5hrhT IIATY] ot AW FFAST (USANES) T
TSI X TET 2

The future of the U.S.’s nuclear expansion in Africa will depend on President Donald
Trump’s policy direction.

3PYT A 3R i RaAT] RFAR A #71 sifasy wseufa Sres gv A Afaat ) R
Y|

Russia has signed agreements with Egypt, Mali, Burkina Faso, and Burundi to
expand its nuclear influence in Africa.

o o e, ATelt, e wraY 3k 953 & wryr wweAla fre § arfes ag b #F arae
YIATV] GHT TGT |
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e Since July 2022, Russia’s Rosatom has been constructing a nuclear reactor in El
Dabaa, Egypt, but progress has been slow.

FATS 2022 W, TF T AWICIA FUA FAF & Tel Foall & Tah AT Nwarey F1 faior w3 @
g, et st el a1fy @ = T B

o South Korea’s KHNP (Korea Hydro and Nuclear Power) is also trying to enter
Africa’s nuclear energy market.

gfaToT HINAT FY KHNP (FINAT §183) T3 Y fFera? qra) o7 bt 3 9IATI] Fatt arai #
YA FIA FT IIH FT Q8

o However, Chinais currently leading the race in securing Africa’s nuclear energy
market.

gretiieh, 3rsft et 5 gl & W 3mat §, 3R Ig 3T F TRATY ST AEIR Y FR AT F3a
# whel 81 T ¢

Explaining China’s dominance
el & eIca T SATEAT

e China’s nuclear ambition in Africa is a recent development.
3rshYeRT 3 leT Y IRATI] AGATHIAT Ueh gIferdT faehrd &

e In 2012, China collaborated with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to
start a scholarship program for African and South Asian students.

2012 #, =T o HATSET GIATV] ol TolHT (IAEA) o AT TRl T 3iiT gfavor
TS BTEl & [T v SEghi FRiEA gF 6|

e This program helped train African nations in Chinese nuclear procedures and
equipment, increasing the chances of Chinese nuclear technology adoption.

SH SHRAHH o JhrhY 20t Y Aelt axATo] AT IR sTEO F afRfEe B Gea
et ITHAT] qFelleh It hY HHTGAT T |

e China has over 50 operational nuclear reactors, making it an attractive partner for
African countries seeking nuclear energy development.

et & 9 50 W 3 aRETer sy Ruaet ¥, 5w a8 sy Fat s wwo A
FTGF NI AT & fAT ITFeF WRIGR a1 AT B

China’s nuclear expansion strategy

et Y AT fawar oEhfa

e China General Nuclear Power Group (CGN) and China National Nuclear
Corporation (CNNC) are leading China’s nuclear expansion in Africa.
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e STeIte FgfFEAT 9T T (CGN) 31 AT Aereter sfFeray AN (CNNC)
3TSRTERT 7 <eT & TRHATY] RAFAR T e T @ &
e In 2024, during the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) in Beijing, Nigeria

signed an MoU with China for the design, construction, and maintenance of
nuclear power stations.

2024 &, ST & HAF-30F1T TEQT HT (FOCAC) & R, ATSHRAT & =et & Fmr
YIATY] ST WA & Bamser, fastor 3t tE@vae & faw o wasilar ade (Mou) ©

A1 fhT|

e Inearly 2025, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Nigeria, strengthening
bilateral nuclear cooperation.

2025 Y E3T A, <o F fager 7l aer A & arghfar w1 g fran, o afaaeir
JIHATY] HEANT AT g3

Uganda also signhed an MoU with China to build a 2 GW nuclear plant, with 1 GW
expected to be operational by 2031.

garist & oft et & ATy AT FIA F FAT v FHAAT AT (MoU) W gFamr e,
e 2 afemare avaar @it 3t 1 sfiemmare 2031 a% T @ i 37§

e Kenya aims to have aresearch reactor by 2030 but has not yet finalized its nuclear
partner.

FoT 2030 OF Ueh IJeTeT RuaFet Tia Fa At Frerar 711 T 8, Afehet 301 3760 o7
379 YAT] WG H 3ifasT 7 7181 7w g
e Ghana has selected U.S.-based NuScale Power and Regnum Technology Group

for Small Modular Reactors (SMRs), while China’s CNNC will build a Large Reactor
(LR).

T o BIE AZGeR Ruae (SMRs) & forw 3rAR&#Y F9sit NuScale Power 3R Regnum
Technology Group &Y T g, STafe et Y CNNC v 73 Ruae (LR) & faator #3ah |

e Burkina Faso, Niger, and Mali, with their pro-Russian governments, signed an MoU
with Russia’s Rosatom during the Russia-Africa Summit 2023.

eI BT, ATFSIT 3R AT, TR T & FHLF ¢, 7 TH-3h1T e aedter
2023 & 1T THY HY=T AHTETH F T Teh FHSAET AT (MoU) 9T gEa1a fFu|

e However, Russia’s economic struggles due to the Ukraine war and sanctions may
limit its investments in Africa, pushing these nations toward China.

glefifen, Tavet I AR wfaeet & FROT & A 3w FoEame 38 nhiar & r F@ &
NF TFhdl §, T F gar et Y 3T 3nHT g a8

Africa’s nuclear ambition and its impact on India
3TSHYRT Y ITHTO] HEcATHIET AR R I SHHT JTd

e As the world moves toward clean and efficient energy, African nations see nuclear
energy as a key solution.
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S-S gferar Faes AR Fere it Y 3T 76 W 7, IR A1 AT ST H) T

Agcaqul FATY & &9 § 3@ W@ ¥

Despite concerns about China's debt trap, African nations are likely to rely on
Chinese financing for nuclear projects.

YT & FOT STel (Debt Trap) Y AT RT3t & aras(g, 3nhrehr er wATy TRATS3MT &
fore = Reaivor o3 el @ T@a §

China is already the global leader in nuclear power plant construction.
et TEe F § T Tt WA & FATOr 7 AR Aar ¥

Many African nations lack power transmission networks, and China could fill this
gap through its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

H$ BT 2T & I fasTell IRYYT Aeash ¢ §, 3R i 3r9ar doe vs s sAfRwiea
(BRI) & HTEAH ¥ 7 HAT FT QU FT hell 8|

If China successfully builds these networks, it will solidify its dominance in
Africa’s clean energy market.

Ife i g1 Acas! H1 AT T A A a1, A Tg AR F TITSG FoT TER A
39T TETTT Y AT FHI|

India’s nuclear energy goals and African uranium

HI T AT FalT Agearariat 3R 3rhrehr Rfaaa

As of January 30, 2025, India’s nuclear generation capacity is 8,180 MW.
30 SIeTadY 2025 AF, AR HY YIATI] FaAT ScqTGeT &7 8,180 AMMETE &

India aims to generate 100 GW of nuclear energy by 2047, making African uranium a
crucial resource.

HI T & 2047 dF 100 FIMETE GRATI] FAT Icdeet HIT 8, a9 3nbrehr PR v

HEcaqol HHTLS a AT & |
In 2009, India signed a civil nuclear cooperation agreement with Namibia.

2009 &, TR F ANRIAT F W TF AR RAT] FgAWT FAFANT I gEABR FU|

India also plans to develop uranium mining projects in Niger and Namibia.

HR aATgor 3R ArfeT F Qforasr @t aRAsresET # Refa w5t i Qe aar @
gl

However, China’s growing dominance in Africa’s nuclear sector will make it harder
for India to enter the African market.

glefifeh, 3TSAYERT & TRATO] &1 3 <ot FT Tl Wea AR & [T W TSR F Jaer FHT=r
S qT ThelT § |

This could impact India’s long-term energy security.

FHY AR Y QeI Sl GLaT ToTfad 8 wahell 31
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Beyond Bengaluru:
story of villages

Greater Bengaluru Governance Bill. 2024, proposes to add 24 urbanised villages around Bengaluru to the city's

civic limits. Shreyas H.S. visits some of the villages to discover the contrasting realities there

Jigani town has
athriving stone
industry with
dealers offering
awide variety of
natural stones
like granite,
marble, and
limestone, for
construction,

K. MURALI KUMAR

S Paj

ointing to the high-rises under con

struction, 70-year-old Muniyamma re-

called a starkly different Bagaluru, an

urbanised village, off Ballari Road in
Bengaluru North taluk. Fifteen years ago, it was a
quiet expanse where only a handful of men and
women toiled on fertile farmland. But in just over
a decade, the village panchayat’s landscape has
morphed into an urban sprawl.

Lured by what was then called a “good price”
by real estate agents, Muniyamma'’s husband sold
the small landholding he had for a pittance com-
pared to land prices now. Muniyamma has em-
braced the inevitable, setting up a small Il
to sustain her family. “The fields are gone, indus-
tries have taken over, and the village's population
has surged beyond anything I could have ima-
gined,” she said.

The catalyst? — Kempegowda International
Airport (KIA), established in 2008, at Devanahal-
li. “Once the airport came up industries fol
lowed, paving the way for real estate. The airpart
is barely 15 km from here, and we are absorbed
into Bengaluru,” she said.

Like a cinematic time-lapse capturing the shift
ing geography of a place, Muniyamma narrated
the transformation of Bagaluru: “In the lands
where farmers were ploughing to cultivate pad-
dy, clusters of high-rise apartments are being
constructed. The billboards have replaced tall
trees, narrow roads are widened, and land rates
are soaring and with this, the panchayat is ab-
sorbing people from outside. The population has
increased from about 2,500 to 15,000,” Muni-

yamma said in one breath.

Local Governance

Integration of villages
The tale of Bagaluru is not
very different from the sto
ries of 23 other villages
around Bengaluru that the
State government is plan
ning to integrate with the ci-
ty's municipal limits under
the proposed Greater Ben-
galuru  Governance Bill,
2024, recently passed in the

islature but now sent
back to the government by the Governor seeking
clarifications.

These 24 villages remain villages only on pap-
er and are, in fact, completely urbanised. They
now have industries, tech parks, educational in
stitutions, gated communities, and apartment
complexes dotting their landscape. The influx of
urban migration has brought with it a host of ur-
ban problems.

The rural and town municipal governance
structures for these areas are not equipped to
handle them. However, the rationale behind the
propasal to include these villages in Bengaluru’s
civic limits also includes their revenue-generat-
ing potential, given the real-estate and develop-
ment stagnation in the core areas of Bengaluru in
the long run.

Back in 2008

This offers a sense of deja vu, as in 2008, Benga-
luru's civic administration expanded from the
erstwhile 225 sq.km. to 708 sq.km. by incorpo-
rating seven City Municipal Corporations and
one Town Municipal Corporation apart from 110
villages, forming the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanag-
ara Palike (BBMP). The GBG Bill, 2024, argues
is experiment has been a failure and opts for
mnlup]e corporations to govern the m)

Alotol
Bengaluru's
woes result
from
haphazard
development
inerstwhil
peripheral
areas... And
they
continue to
grow beyond
BBMP today.

Commitiee

Taluk and urban v

nBengaluru North

Guladahalli Totadaguddadahalli, Srikantapura,
Anchepalya, Chikkabidarakallu, Kodigehalli (part),
Chikka Banavara, Madanayakanahalli

= Bengaluru North (A para)

Chikkajala, Bagalur, Sathanur, Sughatta, Kadiganahalli,
Hunasemaranahalli

wBengaluru South

Doddathogury, Bettadasanapura

= Bengaluru East

Avalahalli, Halanayakanahalli

wanekal

Dommasandra, Hebbagedi, Maragondanahalli,
Bommasandra, Sarjapur, Attibele, Jigani

“A lot of Bengaluru’s woes result from hapha-
zard development in these erstwhile peripheral
areas — engulfed rural and urban settlements,
and large new developments put up by de\'e]np
ers for thousands of new resident:
the middle of panchayat areas, Ane
nue to grow beyond BBMP today,” said V. Ravi-
chandar, member of the BBMP Restructuring
p .

e, which has r a munici
palisation commission to deal with peripheral
growth of the city.

One of the key drivers of this change is the
availability of empty plots of land for develop-
ment, a resource that is severely stressed within
the present city. In most Western cities, the
downtown (core city) gets commercialised with
workspaces and shopping hubs, even as resi
dences are thrown to the suburbs.

However, when the IT boom knocked on the
doors of Bengaluru, space was premium in the
core, pushing for these new workspaces that
drive large-scale migration to this day, coming up
in the suburbs - mainly due to the availability of
land. However, this development was completely
market-driven with the government regulation
playing catch up, leading to haphazard develop-
ment, encroachment of water bodies and storm
water drains etc. What is unfolding now is no
different.

Contrasting Realities

The villages now slated for inclusion into the city
offer a picture of contrasting realities — s
tech parks housing IT giants, commercial shop-
ping hubs and luxury villas and apartments on
the one side, besides problem-ridden village

pockets that house people who have sold their
lands for a pittance. Many of them, in the same
breath, talk of their idyllic past with nostalgia,
even as they see a glimmer of hope of a better to-
‘morrow with them joining Bengaluru. Right now,
they are si to make ends meet.

Jigani, an industrial town 28 km from the city’s
centre, in Anekal taluk, is run by a Town Munici-
pal Council. Dotted with small and large-scale au-
tomobile engineering industries, packaging and
granite industries providing employment to
thousands of people, Jigani has seen a huge influx
of urban migration of not just the labour force,
but upper-middle-class sections as well. One sees.
apartments and gated communities springing up
everywhere. The town’s population density has
shot through the roof. The roads in the industrial
area are in a bad condition everywhere.

Krishnan Unni, a manager in an automobile
parts manufacturing industry, said, “The area
needs good roads, improved underground drain-
age system, uninterrupted power supply to
homes, improved markets, vending zones, and
public education infrastructure.” He hopes join-
ing the bandwagon of Bengaluru will bring the
desired change.

Only a short distance away, Lakshman M. was
grazing his sheep, inhabiting a different world.
He said urbanisation had not brought any change
in his life. Apart from some locals who work as
domestic workers in the nearby villas, many are
still unemployed, he said. “The industries em
ploy outsiders for work despite them standing on
the land the locals provided for meagre compen:
sation. We can neither afford to buy land that
«costs about 1.5 crore per acre nor rent a space to
do business. We can only graze sheep to survive,”
he solemnly said.

Twelve years ago, 75-year-old Sardar, a long-
time resident of Sathanur village in North Benga
luru, parted with cre land for 3,80,000,
a decision that haunts him to this day. What
seemed like a fair deal at the time has become his
big regret, as the land's value has soared beyond
imagination, leaving him with nothing but me-
mories of what once belonged to him.

An acre of converted land now costs ¥ crore.
Although apartment complexes are yet to make
their way into the village, people are constructing
three-floor houses to generate revenue through
rent. With a private university and an upscale
school close by, the village is fast embracing deve-
lopment. The paying guest accommodations is a
lucrative business, and so are eateries that cater
to students. Sardar walking down memory lane
says ragi and paddy cultivation has vanished in
less than two decades but firmly says transforma-
tion is inevitable.

In the villages planned for integration into
Bengaluru, the farmers have either sold or have
been selling lands for layouts, housing projects
and industries. Some also say this is an opportun-
ity to make money and invest in profitable busi-
nesses. Shivashankarappa, a former member of
Bommasandra Town Municipal Council said,
“We have sold the land for reasonable compensa-
tion for industries. The locals here have now en-
gaged in business activities, an opportunity came
along with the establishment of industries.” But
he laments that the infrastructure of the area is
crumbling.

The land p
sandra, Chikkaj

in areas like Attibele, Bomma-
jala, and Sarjapur are even higher.

PATRIOTICIAS

The towering IT giants of Sarjapur and Bomma-
sandra rise amidst sprawling tech parks, standing
as symbols of rapid urbanization fueled by a
‘booming real estate market and a thriving job
sector.

‘The economic ripple effect is evident — trendy
pubs, upscale restaurants, and bustling eateries
are springing up, eager to cater to the growing
workforce and affluent residents of the area. In
some pockets, the transformation is so profound
that they mirror Bengaluru's Central Business
District, pulsating with energy, commerce, and
urban sophistication.

In Attibele, although the layouts are carved
and villas are built in places tucked away from the
‘bustling commercial establishments, the silence
ingers. Ashwith P., a resident in Attibele said:
date, the pupulauun density is still low. In
the gated communities of Chandapura, there are
hardly 10 families. But these are luxury villas that
offer quietude. But the rapid pace of develop-
ment engulfing the area will soon overtake this as
well,” he said.

These quiet villages are now emerging as the
next major hotspots for real estate and business.

Will joining Bengaluru fix problems?

’l'od:y these urbamsed \nlhges are merwhelmcd
Panchayats s are grap-
pling with kcy challcr@cs such as fund mobilisa-
tion, traffic management, wasle management,
and undi

ers. joining Bengaluru ﬁx the problems, is
the meot question. Though many are hopeful,
there have been dissenting voices as well.

A panchayat official in Sarjapur said the village
panchayat is struggling to keep pace with rapid
urbanisation. With the rise of apartments,
layouts, and IT companies, the population has
grown by leaps and bounds. As a result, the vil-
lage must expand underground drainage, meet
g water demands, and manage the increas-
ing generation of solid waste. The gram pan-
«chayat has limited avenues for revenue genera-
tion, leading to poor civic infrastructure.

This is not unique to Sarjapur. Several village
panchayats and town municipalities face similar
issues, with waste management becoming an
enormous challenge. Shivashankarappa, a form-
er member of the Bommasandra Town Municipal
Council, noted that due to poor infrastructure,
waste is often dumped in vacant sites or storm-
‘water drains.

They believe merging with Bengaluru is the
only solution as it will provide them more funds,
urban planning and engineering expertise they
«do not have and this would fix the infrastructure
‘woes of these w]lagcs More significantly, it will
provide a more suitable urban governance struc-
ture for these areas. For instance, Karnataka
State Police is presently considering adding sev-
eral of these rural police stations to Bengaluru Ci-
ty Police Commissionerate.

Is GP better option?

However, some believe village panchayats are a
better bet to handle these crises at the local level
than get subsumed in Bengaluru.

Sampath Ramanujam, a gram panchayat
member from Seegehalli, pointed out that using
the same argument BBMP was born subsuming
110 villages, seven CMCs and one TMC. “These
areas continue to suffer from neglect even today.
The government has yet to provide evi 3
cilities nearly two decades after they joined Ben-
galuru. Residents of these areas have been argu-
ing about going back to local corporations,
indicating this experiment has failed. Then inte-
grating more villages may not be practical,” he
argued.

He said despite some challenges, smaller pan-
chayats can implement better plans. Seegehalli,
with 14,000 residents and about 40 apartment
complexes and layouts, benefits from its compact
size and manageable governance. The panchayat
has incentivised solar installations by providing a
property tax rebate which has been effective. Be-
sides regular revenue, they also mobilise funds
through corporate social responsibility initia-
tives, he said.

As quibbles connnuenver the right way: ahead,
the march of seems

.
The incomplete Dommasandra flyover at Sarjapur has become a bottleneck, causing long traffic Jams. K MURALIKUMAR

Beyond Bengaluru: Story of Villages
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S9Toe & 9 ariat o e

Greater Bengaluru Governance Bill, 2024, proposes to add 24
urbanised villages around Bengaluru to the city’s civic limits.

AT ST AT e, 2024, T F I F 24 AP el HY AT Y
AR HAT 7 NfAeT FI T T @ ¥

e Shreyas H.S. visited some of these villages to explore their contrasting realities.

AYY TT.UH. A 3 IGT T GRT X 3AGT AN areafashansit I THsT|

Transformation of Bagaluru
FIT FT TGATd

e 70-year-old Muniyamma recalls a very different Bagaluru, an urbanised village off
Ballari Road in Bengaluru North taluk.

70 T FIATFAT Y Teh 3T FIMEE T1G &, St TeaART US o U F9Te[% 3T dATe]F ol Teh
EId T &

o Fifteen years ago, it was a quiet farmland, but now it has turned into an urban sprawl.
UGE A1 TEd, g U AT HT HA oY, et 319 75 v 2t RFar 7 g @ gl

e Her husband sold their land for a low price, but now land prices have skyrocketed.
3otk Ot o 379t SToteT o o 3 at oY, oifehet 31T $7fr oy rered 3mwHHAT § W E

e She has set up a small tea stall to sustain her family.
35l 39 IRER T ITelel-TIY0T el o {7 Ueh BIEY AT Y GFHTeT Tiell ¢ |

e The main catalyst for this transformation was the Kempegowda International Airport
(KIA), established in 2008, at Devanahalli.

58 R T HET HROT FFIANST HAWTSET §aT$ 33T (KIA), 2008 F Saatgee H

T 31T 2|
e "Once the airport was built, industries followed, leading to real estate expansion."

"SI & TS 35T ST, Jeher 3T, o Rare vk w1 fawar gan
e The village’s population increased from 2,500 to 15,000.
T Y AATEAT 2,500 ¥ FEHT 15,000 &Y TS|

Integration of Villages

IMaY T THIHIOT

e The story of Bagaluru is similar to that of 23 other villages around Bengaluru.

TATCE I FHETell AT & I & 23 3o M@ HT G &
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e The State government plans to include these villages in Bengaluru’s municipal limits
under the Greater Bengaluru Governance Bill, 2024.

TS FIHR ST MG bl ST HY IR HAT 7 MTAT S Y AroTalr 511 @Y 8, o d e
ree Taetw e, 2024 F weATiad fohar = g

e The bill was recently passed in the legislature but has been sent back by the
Governor for clarifications.

% 9T grer & & Ruaasa & v 54 13m, e s TaeR F Tusdiaor & faw
e |

o These 24 villages are urbanised in reality, having industries, tech parks,
educational institutions, gated communities, and apartment complexes.

4 24 9T TREAE A AFNFA & T 8, STo1 33T, & 9, Aeifor weumer, s Feyfad
3ttt 3raréae aRET §

e Theinflux of urban migration has led to urban problems, which rural governance
structures are not equipped to handle.

el VAT A gEftr & HRUT A AT 56 7S ¢, [9d Aues & forw arefor gerae
TaTH AL 8

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

Expansion of Bengaluru’s Civic Administration

S3TeL% Y AIR TRATHA T faFdR

e In 2008, Bengaluru’s civic administration expanded from 225 sg.km. to 708 sq.km.,
incorporating seven City Municipal Corporations, one Town Municipal Corporation,
and 110 villages.

2008 #, SITeLe T AIR TRATHT 225 F37 fralt & agahy 708 Fat et g1 o, foreed wrer Aol
fovara, v er3e AR fAeneT 3R 110 a1 A e At

e The Greater Bengaluru Governance (GBG) Bill, 2024, argues that this expansion was
a failure.

AT ST TGAH (GBG) farer, 2024, &7 o & T Ig TaEAR rwwer G|
e |t proposes multiple corporations instead of a single governing body.

IE TF & TS 1T F T F 91 AT 1 ge&ara &ar gl

Uncontrolled Urban Growth

sfaafRa el e

e V. Ravichandar, a member of the BBMP Restructuring Committee, states that
Bengaluru’s woes stem from haphazard development in newly integrated areas.

. I, S BBMP Gerdtast afafar & Geea €, o1 ager & T Serefs i aaeame
o e & wror |
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e These areas have grown beyond BBMP limits, leading to encroachments, traffic
congestion, and lack of basic infrastructure.

4 &7 BBMP i H1A1 & 91eR 7 10 ¢, forad arfasearor, 2fve sy 3k giarmd giaemsit
I FH R TS T

e The availability of empty plots in these villages has led to massive real estate
expansion.

g7 aTial # @TelY caite AT SqesHaT & FROT AR RIe e Rear gam 2|

Comparison with Western Cities

gfRest eret @ Jera

« In most Western cities, the downtown area becomes a commercial hub, while
residences shift to the suburbs.

rfArrer oRTHY AERY F SI3E3T &7 SAIRE Fg 97 FdT &, T Rgred samh
ITIRT # RAIve @Y st §

e However, Bengaluru’s IT boom led to suburban expansion, as land in the core city
was limited.

AfereT daTel® 7 AT 3T F RFAR A FuaeriT faFar 1 werar e, Fife geg M
# 9773 Ehfara o

e The development was market-driven, with government regulations failing to keep
up, leading to unplanned growth and encroachments.

I A aTeR-3menia 2T, 3R SR fAgaAT H FA & FRoT IR R{var it
3rfersparor g3

e The situation today is no different, with rapid urbanisation continuing without
adequate infrastructure planning.

31T & &Y 8 3rerer 18t @, STeT giaamal arer Y gATed Aheter & faem it & argdiaor
ST §1

Contrasting Realities

o

e The villages slated for inclusion into Bengaluru present a stark contrast—swanky
tech parks, commercial shopping hubs, luxury villas, and apartments on one side,
and poverty-stricken village pockets on the other.

StaTere a enfA 1Y arel aTral Sy REfe faRvems e §—ueh T megfas o uT,
aIfooas AT g, st e 31k sraréaie, 3k gad avw e 3 Sygrer armeior |
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e Many villagers who sold their lands for a low price now struggle to make ends meet,
even as they hope for a better future after joining Bengaluru.

&S ATHAIUT 1 3Tl ST FH AT T AT ), 3R 379 T F F ReFeE W E 8,
Aifehet JaTele @ S5 & dTg dga ISy Y 37l F: T 2

Jigani: An Industrial Town

foemeh: v sitgafas R

e Jigani, located 28 km from Bengaluru city center in Anekal taluk, is run by a Town
Municipal Council.

foramTetY, St darere are & 28 Rt Y 3w aTeF & 8 &, &1 IR IRwE garT Harfod

fopa Srem &1

e The town has automobile, packaging, and granite industries, employing thousands
of workers.
$H BT A TS, ST 30t Aarge 3gahr §, S g=Rt el 1 QR & 2

e Urban migration has increased population density, and gated communities and
apartments are rapidly coming up.

e TATH & HROT STAHET Ueled 96 6T 8, 3R A3 FHgfad) 3K 3rarédie ool 4 a7 @
gl

e Theindustrial area roads are in poor condition.
3t a7 & g3 Te fRufa 7 8

e Krishnan Unni, a manager in an automobile parts industry, says the area needs better

roads, drainage, power supply, markets, vending zones, and public education
infrastructure.

FEOIT 3=l AT U HITHIGTS IICH AT 7 et §, Fe & 1o 39 &19 3 dgaT 65,
oo e, Rrsrelt amqfed, s, Rwa A ik adarfae Rram @R smaeass £

Impact on Locals

TR ARIT 9T 9911

e Just a short distance away, Lakshman M., a shepherd, says urbanization has not
changed his life.

ST g IX, T&HIT UHA., 51 Teh TATET &, e & 19 AGURIIT o IeTeh Sitael A HIS IGol1d
g e

e Many locals remain unemployed, while industries hire outsiders despite being built on
land acquired from villagers at low compensation.
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S TAT 97 31 oft AR &, STafeh 3T 7 a1gdy San Y H1H W 1@ AT §, STafh
Y AT AMFaTa Y FHT FH FITTS 7 FAGH qATC 7T 3|

e “We cannot afford to buy land that now costs ¥1.5 crore per acre, nor can we rent
space for business. Grazing sheep is our only means of survival,” he says.

"§H ¥1.5 FU3 ufa T3 1 Alser ot W Tl @dies 7 wate 781 §, 3N AT § AR &
T ST fRTT WX o T | §AR U1 83 TR & ATaT IS RFeq A8 ¢, 98 Fed & |

Regret Over Land Sales

s7f& Tashr T @ dTar

e Sardar (75), a resident of Sathanur village, sold his 3.5-acre land for ¥3,80,000
twelve years ago.

oY M F 75 a7 TGN =1 12 AT g8l 3.5 W3 ${fA 23,80,000 H 3= &Y

e Theland’s value has now soared to over ¥1 crore per acre, leaving him with deep
regret.

3 3 A FAa TL w03 vfa vz @ 30 g 71§ &, [5aa 3¢ 750 wsamar ¢

e Though apartment complexes have not yet arrived, villagers are constructing three-
floor houses for rental income.

gretifen 37801 3raréaie aRaR F1ET 9 §, wifeheT Tiaarer e & fare et #fSrer A sar @
gl

e The presence of a private university and an upscale school has accelerated
development.

T farstt fareafaeamery 3t va swavalla Toe 1 Alsel 2 fawmw #r a9 w R g

e Ragi and paddy cultivation has vanished in less than two decades.

MY 3 ereT Y Welt at gerent @ oY FA WA H T e TeA g TS

Opportunities and Infrastructure Challenges

s 3R gferd T A et

o Many farmers have sold their lands for real estate and industries.
& fordTal o 379elt FrHte Raer veee 3R 3 & Pre g & §

e Some locals see this as an opportunity to invest in businesses.
TS TALNY AT 38 qaarT H fxder F3a 7 3raw #Ad &

e Shivashankarappa, former member of Bommasandra Town Municipal Council,
says locals have shifted to business activities due to the presence of industries.

FATHET TR IRYE F qd TeFT AaeiaTodr Fgd § o 3e@ S 9= & HRoT
Wa’lwmmmﬁamgtr%l
e However, he laments that infrastructure is deteriorating.

glenifeh, 9 39 &1 7 giaardl g @ g & a1 o Fllerd &1
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Skyrocketing Land Prices and Economic Boom

Todt ofA Frad 3R I soT™

o Attibele, Bommasandra, Chikkajala, and Sarjapur have even higher land prices.
A, ArFATHET, RrFhrorar 3R TG & s{fA A Hraet A ol i+ )

e Sarjapur and Bommasandra have transformed into IT hubs, with towering tech parks
symbolizing rapid urbanization and a booming real estate market.

LT 3R SATHET TS 9 T b &, STET Sl Cob UTeh SHANC ool & dgel ATAHIOT
3R Fed-Fed Rae TRe a9R F 9 ¢

e The economic impact is visible, with trendy pubs, upscale restaurants, and
bustling eateries opening to cater to the affluent residents and workforce.

i gorma Tose w9 F @ @71 7, 5161 YA ga, sTaead Wadi 3R sava seeey
Fe ATt iR e A e R @ &

e Some areas now mirror Bengaluru’s Central Business District, filled with commerce,
energy, and urban sophistication.

Fo 81 1 AT 319 daree &Aoo Remw Bftgae sl &1 71 &, ot samw, 3t 3k
el IRSHR & R B

Attibele: A Developing Real Estate Hub
e T 3T RIa veee dg

e Although layouts and villas have been built in Attibele, some areas remain quiet and
sparsely populated.

gTelifeh Jrediae 7 A33E 3R forem srw a1w €, A o s &1 i iR o St arel &

o Ashwith P., aresident of Attibele, says gated communities in Chandapura have
barely 10 families.

3fRay o, srecdae & faamd, gara § fo g i 33 Fegfadsr & ARF & 10 IRaR
wA B

o “Butthe rapid pace of development will soon overtake this silence,” he says.
"oifoheT Aol A &Y T8T R STog, &1 39 QAifa S Wed T I, I Fgd ¢

e These emerging villages are becoming the next major hotspots for real estate and
business.

4 3IRA MT 3T Rer Tee AR AR & AC W@ FE ST @ 8|

Will Joining Bengaluru Fix Problems?

FIT TS A MR AT FATATIHT HT AT FM?
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Today, these urbanised villages are overwhelmed with challenges.

3T A AENF T F& TAEATI F 3 W@ &

Panchayats and town municipalities struggle with fund mobilisation, traffic
management, waste management, and underground drainage systems.

YOTTelY SIET FHEEA3 & ST W e |

The key question is: Will merging with Bengaluru solve these issues?
HET U1 T ¢ FIT do1e% A A gt & & FATATT g g et

While many are hopeful, some voices oppose this move.

F§ dior 3menfeaa §, ofhet $o 50 Far w1 AR s Fw @ §

Challenges in Village Panchayats

AT gl Y FaAtfaar

A panchayat official in Sarjapur said that the village panchayat is struggling to cope
with rapid urbanisation.

LAY & T GarId HIAFRY & gt o AT Tarara it & 8 @ Aedawor & fagea &
fow dod F @ Y

With the rise of apartments, layouts, and IT companies, the population has
increased drastically.

IUTEHE, AT R IS Fuferat 1 JEfe F FROT FHEAT it & T4 §

The panchayat needs to expand underground drainage, manage rising water
demands, and control increasing solid waste generation.

ST F AT e AR T fEar, aret i aeedt AT U e R F F

ded 3T P fAARNT FET 3m9TF ¢

The gram panchayat has limited revenue sources, leading to poor civic
infrastructure.

A AT & 918 HAT ToFd Wi ¢, S HRo7 A ghaumsit # Pufa e gl

Waste Management: A Growing Concern
FI YU gl FAEAT

The issue is not limited to Sarjapur; many other village panchayats and
municipalities face similar challenges.

I AT Shdel FISATYR dh WA 6T §; F8 Ao TTH gardel 3R Aoenfornre off o €
AT T HTHAT F L& |
Shivashankarappa, a former member of Bommasandra Town Municipal Council,

noted that waste is often dumped in vacant sites or stormwater drains due to poor
infrastructure.
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sieATHET AR IRYE F I8 e Raetedr 7 Fgr 6 @ §Hard e & HRor FE
HFHT GTell TYTAT IT AT =Tel) F Sep &A1 SA1aT B

Advantages of Merging with Bengaluru

dTere 7 iR R & B

e Many believe that merging with Bengaluru will bring more funds, better urban
planning, and engineering expertise.

&S ol AT & foh darefe 7 nfAer g F 3rflre %3, agaw ared e 3ilv sehfaafer
fryzrar Al

e This move could help improve infrastructure and provide a better urban
governance structure.

5a8 iAATEY e # FUR 3R vF g7 e T yorelt [an i g dehndl &

e The Karnataka State Police is considering adding several rural police stations to the
Bengaluru City Police Commissionerate for better law enforcement.

Fetes Tod I FS ATHAIOT I arat 31 darers Rt giow Ffaeaie 7 afid s |
IR X W gl

Is Gram Panchayat a Better Option?

FIT ATH 91 98X [Feq 872

e Some argue that village panchayats can handle these crises more effectively at the
local level.

& AN ohl AT § Toh AT AT $o7 HeheT Y TUTAT FaT 9 & gerrelt o § Forrer
dHhal &
e Sampath Ramanujam, a gram panchayat member from Seegehalli, pointed out that

using this same logic, BBMP was created by merging 110 villages, seven CMCs, and
one TMC.

Hitgeell & ATH TS WeT HIT AATTSAH o HeT foh ST ofeh oh ITUR W 110 1, 7
TR giferIe (CMC) 3R 1 e3e Fgfaffiva 3« (TMC) fAemst BBMP s« 1 1|
e Even after nearly two decades, many of these areas still lack basic facilities.
SIS &Y ERrHT AT o, o7 &1 A gfAArey glremadt iy FA W gE 7
e Some residents want to return to local corporations, proving that the BBMP
experiment has failed.

Fo e T FaR fAerAt & arow e 9ed & [Sed @ifed giar g & BBMP &
TN TG T
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Success Story of Smaller Panchayats

B TITIAY HY BT HY FEET

o Despite challenges, smaller panchayats can implement better governance plans.
AT & FTac]g, B Tard S50 TATHTAF ANSTC dA19] FT Fahell &

e Seegehalli, with 14,000 residents and 40 apartment complexes, has successfully
managed urbanisation.

Hrgeel, @t 14,000 far 31K 40 srarédie aRET 8, 7 AT Y FhaaEF Tafta
R g1

e The panchayat incentivised solar installations by offering a property tax rebate,
which proved effective.

IH TIEA A W ST TG B a1t & & fore ot A ge &, S veimh wnfed g5
e Additional funds are mobilised through corporate social responsibility (CSR)
initiatives.

sfaRera s wifte @erer Reaifeafafad (CSR) wgal & Aregs ¥ Serw oid &

The Unstoppable Expansion of Bengaluru

STl T 3¢ AR

o Despite debates on the best governance model, Bengaluru’s expansion continues.
FAASS A IAF AlSe T T6H F qTA[G, F9Te% T AT Sl 81
e The decision to integrate more villages remains a complex and contentious issue.

3R 3rfer ariat w1 nfore F 1 oot v wfea ik Rarerede 7eer @a gam 2|
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Royal fight

e

A pro-monarchist group hurls tear gas shell at police officers during a protest in Kathmandu, Nepal, on Friday. AGS Paper Il: Nepal
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1. Equitable distribution
HATT faaor

2. Cabinet Okays 22,919 Crore Scheme for Electronics
Component Manufacturing

ARHAST A T22,919 FU3 Y AFCIAFH TeHh AATOT FistelT
Y H QY

3. Core Sector Growth Slows to 2.9% in February from
7.1%

FIR JFET $T I BTG # TThT 2.9% §§, 5 98 7.1%
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“|GS Paper llI: Taxation |

Equitable distribution

PAC recommendations on GST reforms
will resonate with States

T he 19th report of Parliament’s Public Ac-

counts Committee (PAC) is appropriately

scathing in its criticism of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) regime, introduced in July
2017 to simplify, unify and improve indirect tax
compliance in India. At the outset, the PAC high-
lights a nearly 2% drop in indirect tax revenue
between FY18 and FY20 — the first two years of
GST prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. Among the
several discrepancies flagged, it is the non-audit-
ing and non-finalisation of the States’ Compensa-
tion Fund for over six years that stands out as
particularly troubling. This has strained the func-
tioning of what was meant to be a unified yet fed-
eral tax structure. The PAC notes the Centre’s fai-
lure to furnish the Compensation Fund Account
to the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG), a
necessary step to certify and release timely com-
pensation to States for revenue losses since the
rollout of GST. The centralising tendencies of the
GST regime have long been a point of contention
for major revenue-generating States, many of
which have raised concerns over diminished fis-
cal autonomy and sharp declines in indirect tax
collections. As a destination-based tax, GST is le-
vied at the point of consumption, adversely af-
fecting manufacturing-heavy States.

To address these concerns, the GST (Compen-
sation to States) Act, 2017, mandated a Compen-
sation Fund and promised States a 14% annual re-
venue growth for five years (2017-22), using FY16
as the base year. However, many States have re-
ported either non-receipt of funds or serious de-
lays, which they say have negatively impacted go-
vernance. The PAC attributes this to the Centre’s
indifferent approach. In one striking example,
the PAC cites 2,447 inconsistencies — amounting
to ¥32,577.73 crore — out of a sample of 10,667
cases — and criticises the Finance Ministry’s audit
approach as “lackadaisical”. The PAC has recom-
mended establishing a formal mechanism with
the CAG to ensure timely audits and updates on
pending cases. It also calls for a comprehensive
review to develop a “GST 2.0” — a recommenda-
tion that is likely to resonate with States demand-
ing a greater share of GST revenues, closer to
70%-80%, up from the current 50%.

Equitable distribution
AT faavor

PAC recommendations on GST reforms will
resonate with States

SHread) gart o1 dod # {emer a3t & @
s

o

. The 19th report of the Parliament’s Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) has strongly criticized the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) regime, which was introduced in July
2017.

FHG &Y e @ wiAfT (PAC) #r 19df Rate o Spamé 2017 &

Y T 91T ¥ TS QAT FT (GST) YoITelt Y F3 Areltera 1 g
. The report highlights a nearly 2% drop in indirect tax

revenue between FY18 and FY20, before the COVID-19
pandemic.

RAE F FY18 @ FY20 & = 3r0cTeT ¥ ASTET A TAMHIT 2% Y
faRTae & 3SR fohar =T §, Y HIfAE-19 AAR A g iy
rafer oY)

. One of the biggest concerns is the non-auditing and
non-finalization of the States’ Compensation Fund for over
Six years.

@ 73t fRrar vew arfayfet w1 F1 o7 e & wfUE gHT aF
3iif3e 3k sifas v o o s 8
. The Centre has failed to provide the Compensation

Fund Account to the Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG), delaying timely compensation to States.

$% THR o T IF aTFAYfd F1Y F1 J@r-sar s 3R
AgTa@T GiaTH (CAG) F1 o8t Eam, Tod st :r aag w
arfergfel a7t fiver r$|

. Revenue-generating States have raised concerns about

the centralizing nature of GST, which has reduced their fiscal
autonomy.

TSTET Fedeet YA ATl TN o GST T HEIHIOT gy o 37y
TS ¥, Forad 3ot farefier wamareran wenfara g% 21

e Manufacturing-heavy States are disadvantaged because GST is a destination-
based tax, which benefits consumer-heavy States.
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3EANT-FUT AT HT THATA g1 6T ¢, Fi1ch SNUHET ITHT e F yorreh g, orad
STHIFAT TEITeT Tl 1 o197 Aeta &

GST Compensation and States’ Concerns

Stread arfaqfet sitt et i Riard

The GST (Compensation to States) Act, 2017, guaranteed 14% annual revenue
growth for five years (2017-22) using FY16 as the base year.

shewdt (et @ arfaqfe) srfafaaer, 2017 g @t (2017-22) F faw 14% arfé werea
gefar &1 TS & oY, Foreed FY16 &Y MR a¥ & & # foram aram 4|

Many States have reported either non-receipt or delayed payments, affecting
governance and financial planning.

F$ TSl F AT A 3erarer o e a1 & @ et Fr R v 8, S @d amwer d=rer
eI g3 ¥

The PAC blamed the Centre’s indifferent approach, leading to financial instability in
many States.

PAC & &g 83K & 3gRiia W& FY gt s, 5aw 8 =4t & Rl 3rieyar scuee
TS

5AC’s investigation found 2,447 inconsistencies amounting to ¥32,577.73 crore in
a sample of 10,667 cases.

PAC & ST # 10,667 AT & o19[s 7 ¥32,577.73 13 9 2,447 Rwarfaat o$ 78]
The Finance Ministry’s audit approach was termed as “lackadaisical”.

QT FAATT & 32T TIOEH T &) " ATIER” R 3T 17|

Recommendations for GST Reforms

Shreardt quRi & fore Rrwiie

PAC has recommended establishing a formal audit mechanism with CAG to ensure
timely audits and fund disbursements.

PAC & CAG & |TY Uah JqaiRe 3iifee yormelt Tnfia & 1 Rwiier 6, Saw a6
W 3if3e 3R b3 Rravor glafeaa frar s e

It called for a comprehensive review of GST, proposing a GST 2.0 model.

PAC o Suwel Y saraes G#IeT Y ART Y, 3R GST 2.0 Al FHT 9Td1d 2|

States are demanding an increase in their share of GST revenue from the current
50% to 70-80%.

TS TAATA 50% F oI STHEY AT H 9T FEASH 1T 70-80% I Y AR HT
wWe
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Cabinet okays
122,919 crore
scheme for
electronics
component
manufacturing

JGS Paper lil:

Manufacturing Sector|

NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on Fri-
day approved a 22,919-
crore Electronics Compo-
nent Manufacturing
Scheme for a period of six
years, Union Minister of
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology Ashwini
Vaishnaw announced.

The scheme is the next
step in the government’s
electronics manufacturing
efforts, which have so far
focused on setting up sem-
iconductor fabrication un-
its and IT hardware, along
with finished goods like
mobile phones.

“Passive  component
and sub-assembly manu-
facturing will increase
domestic value addition,”
Mr. Vaishnaw told media-
persons.

Unlike past schemes,
this scheme would not be
based on production-
linked incentive, where
manufacturers would be
rewarded for incremental
manufacturing, he added.

Instead, they would re-
ceive incentives pegged to
the factory’s turnover, as
well as in employment
creation. The target is to in-
duce 359,350 crore in in-
vestments,  production
worth ¥4,56,500 crore,
and the creation of 91,600
direct jobs in the coming
years. Active components
refer to semiconductors
and other critical compo-
nents. This scheme is tar-
geted at sub-assemblies
such as controllers for dis-
plays and phone cameras,
and for ‘bare components’
which include circuit
boards, hardware enclo-
sures, and lithium-ion bat-
teries, Mr. Vaishnaw said.
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Component Manufacturing

ARAAST A T22,919 FAT A SAFCIAFH T AATT
At Y Fodl &

The Union Cabinet on Friday approved a ¥22,919-crore
Electronics Component Manufacturing Scheme for a period
of six years.

AFAR FI FET ARASH o 22,019 FU3 F FAFCIWFH TeH
fasfToT A 1 o7 a6t F o Al &

e Union Minister of Electronics and IT, Ashwini Vaishnaw, announced the
decision.

FErT saFeoEw i IS A5, 3rRRash dvora F sg FoRT i aivor $

Next Step in Electronics Manufacturing
sAFCIAFH VAT & 39TeAT FeH

e The scheme is the next step in the government’s electronics manufacturing
efforts.

g ANSTAT TIHR & FAFCHAFH TATOT GITAT T 3T AI0T ¢ |

e So far, the focus has been on semiconductor fabrication units, IT hardware,
and finished goods like mobile phones.

S deh et AHtmsFeT bigder gfae, 3 arEaa iR Al B A IR
JITET R IET E |

¢ Passive component and sub-assembly manufacturing will increase
domestic value addition, said Vaishnaw.

AT Faeie 3R Ta-3riael faator & eXel Fea gatier # gafer ghel, dvora & x|

Incentives Linked to Turnover and Employment

TrEa 3R SR @ S DTt Frstelt

¢ Unlike past schemes, this scheme will not be based on production-linked
incentives (PLI).

TSl ASTAT31 & fawlid, I8 Arsfer 3cureer § S8t WieaTge (PLI) Jretel 93 e
oTet graft|
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e Instead, manufacturers will receive incentives based on factory turnover and
employment creation.

58 FoTTg, THAATAT herdl F Torea AR ASTAR ForeT F TR T FIcHTET TTed F3t |

Investment and Job Creation Targets

foraer 3t AR Yorer & &7

e The scheme aims to attract ¥59,350 crore in investments.
3 AISTelT T A& T59,350 FF HT a2 FH T FI= £

o Expected production output is valued at ¥4,56,500 crore.
AT 3cdTeet Hed ¥4,56,500 FNF QT |

e The plan aims to create 91,600 direct jobs.

S8 AISTaAT & g 91,600 WeaT Al RAT FIoid Shiel &l e I@T AT |

Focus on Sub-Assemblies and Bare Components

-3 el 3T AfqF gl W e

e Active components include semiconductors and other critical components.
afha gea (Active Components) # dHFsaet 3R 3+ Ageaqol ues AT ¢

e This scheme targets sub-assemblies like controllers for displays and phone
cameras.

g ot 3T 3R e ARl & AFas (Controllers) S Fa-3rdwel FI Af&Td AT &1

e The scheme also covers bare components such as circuit boards, hardware
enclosures, and lithium-ion batteries.

Ig Frotel Wfdhe a8, AR Terraitor AR farfdaer-amaer St Si& Afer west 1 off
IECERGIE

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page9 2

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Core sector growth
slows to 2.9% in
February from 7.1%

GS Paper llI:
Industries

T I R O

NEW DELHI

The output of eight key in-
frastructure sectors slowed
to a five-month low of 2.9%
in February as against 7.1%
growth registered a year
earlier, according to official
data released on Friday.
On a monthly basis, the
growth rate in the produc-
tion of these sectors was
lower than the 5.1% expan-
sion recorded in January.
The previous low level
of growth of 2.4% was re-
corded in September. In
February, production of
crude oil and natural gas
recorded negative growth.
The production growth

in September.

However, fertilizer
and cement output
rose 10.2% and 10.5%
respectively in
February this vear

of coal, refinery products,
steel and electricity mod-
erated to 1.7%, 0.8%, 5.6%,
and 2.8%, respectively,
against 11.6%, 2.6%, 9.4%
and 7.6% in February last.
However, fertilizer and
cement output rose 10.2%
and 10.5% respectively.
Core sector growth was
4.4% during April-Febru-
ary this fiscal against 7.8%.
Core sector contributes
40.27% to the Index of In-
dustrial Production (IIP).

Core Sector Growth
Slows to 2.9% in
February from 7.1%

I AFeT T I
BIEY A gehT 2.9%
g-é,sr‘rmil%aﬁ

e  The output of eight key
infrastructure sectors slowed to
a five-month low of 2.9% in
February, compared to 7.1%
growth a year earlier.

TS FHE FFAArel =T &=t 1
3caTee BIE & 2.9% 9T 3T 74T,
S s av 7.1% 91, 3iR I8 9
HEA HT LATH T & |

o The official data was
released on Friday.

ITFRF AHFT YFIR BT R
ferv arT

Monthly Growth
Comparison

AR gefer T gola

e Onamonthly basis, growth
was lower than the 5.1%

expansion recorded in January.

AR TR W, Tg Je i Faad
A gof 5.1% FY Fefr & F7 W

e The previous low was 2.4%

S Tge RAdeR # 2.4% $Y qAaH Jafe gof 1 a1 ot

Sector-wise Performance in February

HIEN A 899N Yeee
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e Crude oil and natural gas production recorded negative growth.
Fed ael 3R Wpfas I & Scures H AFRICHF gaftr oot 1 S|
e The growth rates of other key sectors were as follows:
3= TG &A1 I gef & §H THR @
o Coal: 1.7%, compared to 11.6% in February last year.
FIAT: 1.7%, ST o af GIad 7 11.6% 4|
o Refinery products: 0.8%, compared to 2.6% in February last year.
RerEail 3cutE: 0.8%, FTafF Roe af wiad 7 2.6% 4|
o Steel: 5.6%, compared to 9.4% in February last year.
SEATA: 5.6%, STafd oe a¥ BIadl & 9.4% oA
o Electricity: 2.8%, compared to 7.6% in February last year.
fasrelt: 2.8%, STafeh Mod a¥ walt # 7.6% ot
o However, fertilizer and cement production recorded a positive growth of 10.2% and

10.5%, respectively.
glefifeh, 38T 3R HE & 3cdiest # 10.2% 3 10.5% Y Fafer gof &1 15|

Fiscal Year Performance (April-February)

fadr a¥ yeeie (riier-wad)

o Core sector growth during April-February of this fiscal year was 4.4%, compared to

7.8% last year.
39 R a8 & riter-oadl & et FR AareT A gaftr 4.4% @, STafs Ao a¥ 7.8%

ot

e Core sector contributes 40.27% to the Index of Industrial Production (lIP).

FR Qe F1 ARG IHteA T searesT gaaia (11P) 7 40.27% &

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1. A Minefield of Gold Blows Up
Aol T TEHIN T T3T Gl
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A minefield of

gold blows up \

The alleged g
~(\’|Hl‘mghlu

Ad

ld smuggli
ol an IPS offic

n March 3, sleuths from the Directo-
rate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI
waited at Kempegowda International
Airport (KLY), Bengaluru, for a “pas-
senger of interest”, 28195849, They reportedly
had intelligence that the passenger, travelling on
Emirates flight EKS66 from Dubai, which was
scheduled to arrive at 6:20 p.m., may be carrying
gold — “cither in crude form or as paste’

‘The passenger was Harshavardhini Ranys (Ra-
tya Rao), 4 Kannada flm actor and the step-
daughter of K. Ramachandra Rao, Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP), Karnataka Police. As Ranya
deboarded the light and walked into the airport
terminal, two personnel from the Karnataka Pol-
ice greeted her. They were Basavaraj, head con-
stable, Internation 1 Airport Police Station; and
Dhanush Kumar, constable, Karnataka State In-
telligence. With the two of them providing her
protocol services, Ranya walked through the
green channel meant for passengers with no du-
tiable or prohibited goods, the DRI said in its re-
port later. Ranya had walked through the same
channel several times in the past after landing
from Dubai, the DRI report added.

However, this time, things took a different
turn. The DRI said officials stationed at the exit of
the green channel summoned her aside for
checks. They asked if she had any gold to declare
to Customs; Ranya said she did not. Two female
officers then took the actor into a private room,
where Ranya reportedly confessed to having hid-
den gold bars on her body, the DRI said. The
agency claimed that it recovered “yellow metal
bars with foreign markings” of 24 karat gold
weighing 14.2 kilogrammes from her. The DRI
said Ranya had used a crepe bandage on her calf
and a medical adhesive tape on er waist to con-

ceal the gold. They also found bars of

gold in the pockets of hier jeans
and the soles of her shoes. The
assayer estimated the gold reco-

red o be worth U256 crore. L
The DRI also detained Basavaraj
and Kumar, who had been escorting her.

In his statement to the DRI, Basavaraj
claimed that “as a gesture of courtesy, he had
been, from time to time, instructed to provide
protocol assistance to family members of senior
officials™. He said he had been “asked by

DGP Ramachandra Rao 1o assist his family

members by providing protocol assis
and had provided the service a few
times to Rao earlier. He claimed that Ranya
called him on March 3, informing him of her ar-
rival from Dubai and requesting him to be pre-
sent at the airport. He said he had no knowledge
of any attempt to smuggle gold. Kumar simply
tagged along with him.

However, on March 6, when her police custo-
dy ended and she was uansferred ©0 jail, Ranya
wrote to the DRI chief from the Parappana Agrah-
Prison, denying all the allegations
against her. She disputed the mahazar she had
signed at the airport on March 3, which showed
that gold had been recovered from her.
imed that she had been framed in the case, de-
tained from the aircraft contrary to the DRT's ver-
sion of events, slapped repeatedly, and made to
sign on around 40 pages.

How the case ble
The case sent shock waves through the power
corridors of Karnataka. Multiple Central agencies
— the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), the
Directorate of Enforcement (ED), and the Income
Tax Department — joined the probe along with
the DRI, which s rare for  gold smuggling cas

The Opposition, ng a speculative media re-
port that said two Ministers in the State govern
ment were linked to the case, demanded that the
government name them. The ruling Congress hit
Dack saying 12 acres of land had been allotted by
the Karnataka Industrial Areas Development
Board to a company led by Ranya during the pre-
vious Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) regime.

A First Information Report was registered
against Basanagouda Patil Yatal, a BJP leader,
for making “vu remarks against Ranya,
claiming that she had affairs with muldple polit
cians. He has since been expelied from the party
far other reasons.
none of the documents subruitted to
the courts by any of the Central agencies men
tions the involvement of any politician or minis-
ter. Speaking in the Kar
sion, Home Minister G. Parameshwara claimed
that the Central agencies had not informed the
State of any details regarding the case.
‘government has sent Rao, who
irman and Managing Director,
State Police Housing and Infrastruc
ture Development Corparation, on mandatory
leave. An inquiry committee led by Additional
Chief Secretary  Gupta was appointed to
probe the misuse of police protocol and the role
J in the case.

Ina press statement immediately after Ra s
arrest, Rao claimed that he had no knowled;

up

gold smuggling. He said if Ranya had violated any

dress

1se imvolving Ranya Rao, an actor and the

in Karnataka, has sent shock waves through the
Stare. While the Opposition has questioned the ruling Congress over the
involvement of politicians, serious concerns have heen raised
breach at the airport and the abuse of police protocol by the
reports KN. Aditya Bharadwaj

GS Paper IV: Ethics
Essa;

ee

If someone
successfully
smuggles

over 10 kgof

gold

and also
sellsitin the
black
marketin
India, they

e
around 350
lakh

Ancsaal

about the security
families of officers,

Taws, legal action would be taken against her. *1
ask all of you to recognise that | too am a grieving

SouUMyADIP SinkAa

of cash and jewellery worth 22.06 crore. Ranya
could not. show sources for both, the DRI said.

parent,” he said. “Thad no k fedge of such an
unimaginable situation unfolding in my life”

lmlv amule?

atement to the DRI,
dbpuu\i in its entirety, claimed that she was just
amule and was forced to carry the consignment.
But multiple documents of the DRI, including its
complaint to the CBI based on which the agency
has registered a case, has indicated “a possible
nexus with a coordinated smuggling syndicate,
possibly operating from Dubai (UAE)", and inter-
national links to the case.

After she was caught at the airport on March 3,
in her statement to the DRI, which is part of the
remand application submitted to the court, Ra
nya claimed that she got a bunch of Voice over In-
ternet Protocol calls from foreign numbers over
two weeks preceding her trip o Dubai. She said
thata man “of African-American accent” told her
that he would come in a white gown and hand
over gold to her at Gate A, Terminal 3, of Dubai
International Arport, which he did. She claimed
that she saw YouTube videos tolearn how to hide
the gold handed over to her. She also claimed
that she llad been instructed to dump gold in an

signal at the end of the
service read outside KIA and that this
first time she had ever got gold from Dub

However, multiple documents ac
The Hindu, including DRI applications before the
court, and court orders, indicate that the agen-
cies are not buying this theory. They believe that
Ranya ran a company In Dubai, which imported
gold to Dubai and smuggled it into India. The
ncy has also accused her of running b
ictions to transfer the funds from India to
Dubai to purchase gold.

Raids at Ranya’s residence in the posh locality
of Lavelle Road in Bengaluru yielded ¥2.67 crare

.

;, her arrest memo, accessed by
The Hmdu shows that the DRI recovered two Du
bai Customs dec mrwnm dated November 1 3
2024, and December 20, i
However, on these trips, shy
gold in Bengaluru and pay Customs duty. This in-
dicates at least (wo prior insiances of smuggiing,

DRI documents claimed that a forensic mah
sis of her phone led them to make the second ar-
rest in the case — Tarun Raju, 30, a US. citizen
and an Overseas Citizenship of India card holder,
who is based out of Bengaluru. His arrest and a
probe into the company that the two of them ran
in Dubai paint a different picture of the entire op-
eration, sources claimed.

Tarun is the grandson of a prominent hotelier
and industrialist in Bengaluru. Tarun and Ranya
knew each other from college. Ranya debuted as
alead actor in Manikya in 2014. She then starred
in the Tamil film Wagaf in 2015 and the Kannada
film Pataki in 2017. Tarun debuted as a lead actor
with the 2018 Telugu film Parichayam under the
name Virat Konduru. However, opportunities

U of them after these filins.
started a series of marketing
rms, s Ranya and Tarun mmrpnm
ed a firm, Virs Diamonds Trading LLC, wit
50% stake to both in Dubai in 2023. This
wa a resident card in Dubai and exempted her
from needing a visa o visit the UAE, sources said.
While Ranya was the sole investor, Tarun was a
working partner and Ranya invested on his be
half. He exited the firm in December 2024
npany was reportedly importing gold
, as the UAE doesn’t levy import duty
on gold. DRI documents indicate that Ranya used
to buy gold from wholesale suppliers in other
countries, such as Switzerland and Thailand,
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making payments in foreign currency in Dubai

Though the company had claimed that they
were selling the imported gold in Duba, it is now
suspected that Ranya was smuggling it to India,
making over 26 trips between 2023 and 2025,
The remand application of Tarun reportedly de-
tails an instance where the company was cheated
of 1.7 crore by suppliers. The DRI has claimed
the payment was organised by Ranya through ha-
wala channels from India to Dubai.

‘The modus operandi
Tanun a ole in smuggling gold rmm
the Dubai International Airport,
claimed in court. The gold that he and R.m a
would allegedly smuggle from Dubai to Ind
would be declared with Dubai Customs in the
name of Tarun as being taken to either Geneva
Rangkok. After passing Dubai Customs, Tarun
would hand over the gold to R: who would al-
s0 be travelling the same day, said source:
Though Tarun has argued in the courts, while

him. In his statement to the DRI, Tarun admitted
that the purpose of his visit was to collect gold

ken to Geneva with Dubai Customs, handed it o
er to Ranya after passing through Customns, and
travelled 0 Hyderabad, the DRI has claimed,

A senior Customs official said that the duo
seems to have exploited two loopholes in the sys
tem in Dubai. First, whilk the company they had
floated claimed to import gold and sell it in Du-
b mm seem to have been “exporting
hout aising red flags. S

Ge
wn.l after th
hy

them were boarding flights to India. Since Dubai
Customs and India Customs do not have a chin-
nel of communication, their activities seem to
have gone below the radar.

Gold smuggling is still lucrative
After returning to power in May 2024, the BJP-led
Central government cut import duty on gold
from 15% to 6%, This was expected to cut down
gold smuggling. However, the practice remains
lucrative, especially since gold prices have sh
up over the past year, sources in the gold ma

e
cases said that after the cut in Customs duty on
gold, smugglers are now being caught carrying
the precious metal in large quantities, usually ov.
er10 kg, to make a trip “viable.”

In another case flagged by the DRI to the CBI,
two foreign nationals were caught trying to smug-
gle 21.28 kg of gold into India through Mumbai
Airport days after Ranya was caught. “If someone

successfully smuggles over 10 kg of gold
B and also sells it in the black market in
> India, they are bound to make around
50 lakh,” an official said.

The DRI has now alleged that Ranya
was selling the smuggled gold herself, The
agency arrested a gold trader, Sahil Sakar
va Jain, from the north Kamataka district of Balia-
i, un March 26, accusing him of “assisting and
Ranya in disposing of the smuggied gold

md sharing the sale proceeds.”

Earlier this month, the DRI raided two jewel-
lery stores in Bengaluru. The ED raided a fim
that gives loans against pledged gold. Ranya is al-
leged to have sold the smuggled gold through
some of these channels, sources said. While the
pruhc seems (0 have established the trail of gold,

d

moig e proRemtls o crine, Sohfoes Sl

Misuse of police protocol

‘The committee headed by Gupta has >uL|mlchl
its report to the State government. Source
government said that the report doesn't con
clude that Rao was involve. However, it report
edly says that prima facie, he knew that protocol
assistance was being given to Rm\z and she had
used his official car o get home from the airport
in muliple instances

Meanwhile, sources in the Karnataka State Pol
ice said that as per the rules, only police afficers
with the rank of Inspector General of Police and
above, and Indian Administrative Service officers
with the rank of Joint Secretary and above, are
eligible for pnh.«o protocol at airports when they

sal trips.
and politicians have been abusing police protocol
arthe airport. No rule extends this protocol to the
family members of officers. But no one imagined
i i carry out alleged
criminal activities. It is high time this abuse of
protocol stops,” a senior IPS officer said.

A senior Customs official said Customs usually
“conducts random checks, and checks based on
specific intelligence of contraband or passenger
profiling.” But the officer conceded that if a pas-
senger is apanied by police protocol, they
are usually not subjected to random checks.
While a former Customs official argued that a full
body scanner would help plug loopholes at the
airport, the senior Customs official pointed out
that full body scanners are deployed at depar-
tures for security purposes worldwide, and not at
arrivals. Trials for full body scanners were held at
xuuxuple airports, including at KIA, as mandated
. But they are not op-

. the CRI, based an & complaint by
the DRI, has registered a case against unknown
public servants of the Government of India under
the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988, and is
probing officials who were posted at the airpore
during Ranya's earlier trips, when she s suspect
M 10 have smuggled gold. Ranya and Tarun's bail

have been rejected and both of them are
Todgad In Judicil casiody
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A Minefield of Gold Blows Up
Aol T TEHN T T3T FeATHT

Case Overview
HTHS T RIA

Kannada film actor Ranya Rao, stepdaughter of IPS officer K. Ramachandra Rao,
was caught in a gold smuggling case at Kempegowda International Airport (KIA),
Bengaluru.

FaAs fhed AR T 7T, S ey FOF F. A T Hrafad A E =
FFQANST HAWTSET aTe 3gS, AT N A Y AEHL & AT A THgT 17|

On March 3, 2024, the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) intercepted Ranya
at the airport on suspicion of smuggling gold from Dubai.

3 AT 2024 F, ToEa GRHAT fA&ATerT (DRI) 7 AT HY gaT$ 3733 W NH, FiTh I8 s

¥ AT R FIA F TqE F oA
She was carrying 14.2 kg of 24-karat gold worth ¥12.56 crore, hidden using crepe
bandages, medical adhesive tape, and her clothes.

IS IR 14.2 fraamsT 24 Hie A= o1, S Frada €12.56 F03 o, 50 397 gefet,
Afdwer 9 3 3= Fw9st F gar @ Al

Two Karnataka Police officers, Basavaraj (Head Constable) and Dhanush Kumar
(Constable), helped her bypass customs using VIP security protocol.

Feites i & af AFAF, WA (ET Fieead) 3R Uy FAR (Feeae), o Aarsdh
&I TR HT ITANT FIh 3H FICH 1T § 9 § #Aeg 1|

How the Smuggling Was Caught
TERL T GATHT B g

DRI officials at the green channel exit stopped Ranya and asked her if she was
carrying gold, which she initially denied.

DRI 3Rt o afier o & amew Team &1 Qa1 3R 7o B Fr ag W daw g €, O
3= gge TR |

Two female officers took her to a private room, where she later confessed to
smuggling gold.

& Afge ARVFNAT o 37 v AN FAY F & FHT AT Y, 5187 39 91 & dE&R A 919
H HI|

The gold was found hidden on her body, in her jeans pockets, and in the soles of
her shoes.

AT 38 R, Ste A stat AR Sl & Teral 7 gom gam &
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e Basavaraj and Dhanush Kumar were also detained for their role in facilitating her
movement.

THEIST I G FAR 1 8ft PR B aran, it swgie 39 et fear a3s o

Defense and Allegations

919 31T IRT

o Basavaraj claimed he was following orders from DGP Ramachandra Rao to provide
protocol assistance to family members.

TS o &rar R i ag i g a9 & 3meelt #1 9rer FT @1 a1 3R aRaR &

HEEA! Y WENFIoT AT TSI HT I&T UT|

e Ranya later denied all allegations and said she was framed, detained from the
aircraft, and forced to sign documents under duress.

TT o 91 & Y 39t ) @R FF &3 31 ver & 39 war 4r, A @ @ o
# foram =, 3R gaTa # SFaaell I gEATEIT HIAIT AT

e She claimed that DRI officers physically assaulted her and made her sign over 40
pages of documents.

3T erar forar foh DRI 3rfasREt & 38 ART-der 31K 40 ¥ 31f8F geai) 9T STaeT gEaner
FT

Political Fallout and Investigation

ST Ifas Qe i s

e The case created a political storm in Karnataka, with opposition leaders accusing
the ruling Congress of shielding politicians involved in the smuggling network.

$H ATAA S Fedleah H AslAiTad godad AT &, ST fagaft Aansit o e |WER W a&d
# anfAe dAanst # 9= FT FRT 9|

e Multiple central agencies—CBI, ED, and Income Tax Department—joined the
investigation, which is unusual for a gold smuggling case.

9 AT & W3S, éﬁaﬂrmﬁmaﬁaﬁmwﬁma@ag T IAAGK
IX el T dEHLT & ATAGT H 18T 8|

e Opposition demanded names of ministers allegedly involved, but the Congress
countered by pointing out Ranya’s business links to BJP.

A9eT o aER H FIAT T A AT ARAY F J1H7 3TRR FIA A AT A, dfhaT FRIG
[T & ATSYT  SATTHTRAS YT I ITPR HI 91 T

e A BJP leader, Basanagouda Patil Yatnal, made derogatory remarks about Ranya,
claiming she had affairs with multiple politicians.
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S$ITSTYT AT SHATNST TR TdaTel o AT F IR 7 HIATTAAF fecqut Y, 5T gl
el foh 39 F$ Aq13it F gy gaer §)

An FIR was filed against Yatnal, and he was later expelled from BJP for unrelated
reasons.

Il F fRAATE THIMEINR ot Y 1S, 3R 3% 918 & 1T & FAsewifaa 3 foam =)

Karnataka Government’s Response

FeATesd TIHR T gfafhar

Karnataka Home Minister G. Parameshwara said that Central agencies had not
provided any updates to the State government.

Fetice & ¢ HAY oI, THRET A FgT F Fh1T THfAAT F TT TIHR I FIE AAFHY T8t
4l

DGP Ramachandra Rao was sent on mandatory leave, and a committee was
formed under Additional Chief Secretary Gaurav Gupta to investigate his role.

SYshdt T I 1 JrfAard srashrer @ s fea ara, 3R srfaRera e wfa atka apear
Y HEJETAT A UF ST AFATY F115 71|

Rao denied any involvement and stated that if Ranya had committed a crime, legal
action would be taken.

g A fREY sft fereadar @ saer fhar 3R Fe i afe = J A1 srRer fFar g, ar
FIefell FIETS FY FATTIAT|

In a press statement, he called himself a grieving parent, expressing shock over the
situation.

U 9 S H, 37611 Ge 1 Teh gt e aaqram 3R 5@ [ o1 smed sga |

Conclusion

IGACa ]

The gold smuggling case involving Ranya Rao has turned into a major political
and administrative controversy.

AT TG § T3 WA FY TR FT ATHAT TF T3 ASTeitiad 3R gerafas f@arg & ager
gl

The involvement of police officers and VIP protocol misuse raises serious
guestions about airport security.

gferw srfaraRat & wfereaar st dismsd wewia & geaaier o garé 3rgs i geam «
3 waTe @S T Rw |

The case is being monitored at the highest levels, and further investigations are
ongoing.

Ig ATHT I Ta¥ I AR & &, 311 3mar &Y st s B
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Only a Mule?
Rk vs arga ar a2 wiforer?

Ranya’s Claim vs. DRI’s Findings
T FT GIaT TATH7 DRI Y A

Ranya Rao initially claimed that she was just a mule and was forced to smuggle
gold.

AT G F YIIHTA A T 61 13 a5 R vk are o 3iR awhd w3 & v aerqg #
a$ |

However, DRI documents suggest an organized smuggling syndicate, possibly
based in Dubai (UAE).

Afhet, DRI & ST @ TaT Tela ¢ fF I8 T Warfea avad) g o, S Woraa: gas
(UAE) & Eranfarar g Te1 am|
Before her Dubai trip, Ranya received VoIP calls from foreign numbers. A man

with an African-American accent instructed her to collect gold at Dubai Airport’s
Terminal 3.

gaE T ¥ gg, Ter A faeh A @ VolP #ier fAelt| e arfihr- 3R aget arat
safad o 38 qa$ gars 3733 ¥ efiterer 3 9X Wiar A & forw e

She allegedly learned how to hide gold from YouTube videos and was told to drop
it in an auto-rickshaw outside Bengaluru Airport.

39 FAT @R I YouTube dif3at & A fae & a@id € 3R 39 dores gar$ arss &
18T U 3Te-RaFenm F Sz & v wgr |

DRI officials do not believe this story, as they found evidence of Ranya running a
company in Dubai for gold imports and hawala transactions.

DRI HfAa1RET #t 75 el saee w781 oraft, Fifh 3¢ qas & T Y v Foeit &
IRT A & 3T 3K G AT F THOT A |

Evidence Against Ranya

T & f@E® J9d

¥2.67 crore cash and ¥2.06 crore worth of jewellery were seized from her residence
in Lavelle Road, Bengaluru.

daTele & AT U R U1 & WX ¥ 22.67 F3 AFg AN ¥2.06 FO3 7o F T@

THAG T T
Dubai Customs declarations (Nov 13, 2024 & Dec 20, 2024) were found in her name,
but she never declared any gold in India.

qa$ FECHY BIYUNT (13 FdaT 2024 3HR 20 fewaT 2024) 380F a7 W AeH, Afehet 3870
R A it it W Fr wyom AT |
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e A Resident Identity Card from Dubai was also found, proving her frequent visits and
business links there.

qa$ T U faaret ggarer o= oft e, fored 38 aanar @t e AR saraie wawt &1
uar It B

Tarun Raju’s Involvement

EOT 1o T Wioreaar

e Tarun Raju (30), a U.S. citizen and OCI cardholder, was arrested based on forensic
evidence from Ranya’s phone.

T T (30), Y Tk AR AR 3R OC| FIEURF §, Y U1 & et & A wg@lt &
YR W AR R |

e Tarun and Ranya ran "Vira Diamonds Trading LLC" in Dubai, with 50% stakes
each, registered in 2023.

a%or AR T o AR srrEAsw S LLC! AT dhaelt 2023 # qas # g Ay, forad e
T 50% freagrY &t

e Company allegedly imported gold to Dubai from Switzerland & Thailand, using
hawala transactions from India.

F9el! FAT AR W Ragerds R argels § gag # W smara I ff, S foe sma
| garel deTee fRaT ST 4T

e Tarun exited the company in December 2024, but was in Dubai with Ranya on
March 3, 2025, the day of her arrest.

aTor F feHaT 2024 F Fusit B13 & oY, oifeheT 3 AT 2025 ' AT F WY gas F Alepe o,
9 98 Yhal TS|

Modus Operandi (Smuggling Method)
aEHL HT alIHr

e Gold was declared at Dubai Customs under Tarun’s name, supposedly for Geneva
or Bangkok.

T FY g8 FECFT A AT & A1 ¥ N fomar Simar an, S e ar do6fe o s & faw

AT ATAT UT|
e After passing through Dubai Customs, Tarun would hand over the gold to Ranya,
who would then fly to India.

g8 FECFH IR HIA & q1E, 0T WAl [T A VT Sar 41, S v 7R & fore 31 sweh
ot
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e Dubai and Indian Customs do not share direct communication, allowing this
smuggling method to go undetected for years.

qa$ AR AR Frerw F g Wl gaar FrgmRor yore ¢t 8, SHd I8 avwd 7%
aut a& faer g3 s W@

Gold Smuggling Still Profitable
A Y TR 37T ) BrIgHE

e In May 2024, the BJP-led Central government reduced gold import duty from 15%
to 6%.

HE 2024 H, HISTIT TIHR F WA & IATATT Yo HT 15% F TTHT 6% FT T
o Despite this, gold smuggling remains lucrative due to rising gold prices.
$Hd dTasfE, gl Wiet Y FAcl F HROT FHhT aTh 3 ol msrerah ooh g 71

e DRI recently caught two foreign nationals at Mumbai Airport smuggling 21.28 kg
gold.

DRI & gTer Y # Ha$ gar$ 3733 WX &Y fadelt ARt &1 21.28 Rraiamsr @1 & aeadl a¢ct
§'Q'tl7=b_§'aT|

o A smuggler carrying 10 kg of gold can earn around %50 lakh per trip.
10 frellarmsT et Y TEF FTe aTAT TEHT UTel ATAT ST 50 AT FHAT Hehell ¢ |

e Ranyawas allegedly selling smuggled gold herself, with trader Sahil Sakariya Jain
from Ballari helping her dispose of it.

T F AT dR T g aww 1 Ferr 99 W@ fY, 56 Fear F sqmary ifger aiar
AT 3R Heg @ A

Misuse of Police Protocol

gferd SISkhier HT geaaTeT

o Committee led by Additional Chief Secretary Gaurav Gupta submitted its report,
finding that DGP Ramachandra Rao knew about protocol misuse.

grfaRed ge7 wia sk pear A srezarar areh afAfa F srael Rare @i, Sraet o
1T o S IeTes T Y NI goaaier Y SRy off|

o Police protocol at airports is meant only for high-ranking officials, but was
misused by Ranya multiple times.

gaT$ 333l X AW Welwia Fae 3od ey AAwET & fav glar e, afea e a 3@
FE IR Tod dOF A SEAAT fHaT|

e Customs officers admitted that VIP protocol passengers are rarely checked,
allowing smugglers to bypass security.

Frerg AR F ThFER fFar fF fHrsd newter arer a3t i amae & F3i s
gt B, Tored a¥anl Y &t & qoat &7 Iaa A 3|
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Current Status

Hisrar feufa

e CBl has filed a case under the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988, to investigate
public servants involved in the smuggling network.

Hefi3ms A srserar fAaror AfQAww, 1988 F dgd AT gof fHaT, dTfeh ATHRY
Ffreiat F afercdar H sa i a1 7F |

e Both Ranya and Tarun remain in judicial custody after their bail pleas were
rejected.

Tt AR qeor F FARTT FIRFT @RS F H 7€, 3717 3 ~=Rs RREaa A &

A 38 AT &Y 3T Y S A AR 93 Gard g i werraen g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in e

Pageloz



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS



