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Rajput outfit storms SP MP’s house in
Agra over his remarks on Rana Sanga

IGS Pager I: History
May. : .
LUCKNOW = D

The residence of Ramji Lal
Suman, a Rajya Sabha
member and prominent
Dalit face of the Samajwadi
Party (SP), was attacked by
members of the Karni Sena
on Wednesday over his
comments last week in Par-
liament about 16th-century
Rajput king Rana Sanga.

Condemning the attack,
SP chief and former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Ak-
hilesh Yadav demanded
prompt action against the
assailants. “Otherwise, it
will be assumed that all
this happened with his
[U.P. CM Yogi Adityanath’s]
permission.”

A purported video of
the parliamentarian’s
house in Agra being van-
dalised by the attackers,
some of whom reached the
spot on a bulldozer, went
viral on social media.

Mr. Suman’s son said
that despite informing the
police about the threats

Will act against the guilty, said a senior officer, adding that more
personnel have been deployed in the area to ensure peace. PTI

the family had received ov-
er the past few days, no ac-
tion was taken.

“Instead, the police
have been patronising the
outfit. The attackers came
armed with sticks, rods,
and swords,” Ranjit Suman
told mediapersons.

“We are in the process
of registering an FIR. Strict
action will be taken against
the guilty. Additional pol-
ice force has been de-
ployed in the area to en-
sure peace,” said
Additional Superintendent

of Police (Agra) Mahadik
Akshay Sanjay.

No arrests

No arrests had been made
at the time of going to
press.

The officer added that
the situation was brought
under control after they
used “light force” to dis-
perse the attackers at Hari-
parvat Chauraha, and
some police personnel and
suspects had received mi-
nor injuries. The assailants
could be seen in the pur-

ported video damaging the
cars parked outside Mr. Su-
man’s house, shattering
chairs and windows of his
residence while hurling
abuses at him.

The Rajya Sabha mem-
ber is in Delhi to attend the
ongoing Budget Session of
Parliament. None from his
family was injured in the
attack.

Akhilesh hits out at CM
Hitting out at the BJP go-
vernment, Mr. Yadav said
in his X post in Hindi, “The
violent incident of vandal-
ism at the house of a PDA
(Pichda, Dalit, Alpsank-
hyak) MP could not be
stopped even in the pre-
sence of the Chief Minister
in Agra”

Earlier, the Opposition
leader had said that
through his remarks in Ra-
jya Sabha on March 21, his
party MP had tried to give
an example of “one-sided”
history, and his aim was
not to insult the Rajput
community.

AE®: 'IeTh TATAAT ! TGT-USTh [GETAT IAT, 3eThT
3YeITerdY I SieT fhar =T

Rajput outfit
storms SP MP’s
house in Agra
over his
remarks on
Rana Sanga

TSI WS o
ITOTT |E1T )
feoqof} &1 da
HPRT & /T
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g fhar

The residence of
Ramji Lal Suman,
a Rajya Sabha

member and
prominent Dalit

face of the Samajwadi Party (SP), was attacked by members of the
Karni Sena on Wednesday over his comments last week in Parliament
about 16th-century Rajput king Rana Sanga.

USTHHT HEF AHR FATHAIEY Uréh (FT) F wog@ Sfde e WHsh Arer GAaT
F B IR AR HT FHI0 VAT F GGEAT 5 g fHAT| Ig gHa 169 arared &
TTSTYET ST IV WM 91 RS Aodlg q6e & $Y 71§ o7ehy feoqoft i dae

§31T|
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e Condemning the attack, SP chief and former Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Akhilesh
Yadav demanded prompt action against the assailants.

A 1 fo¥eT YA §U, TUT Y@ AR 3o 9eer & IF AEFHA AT I1ed o gHAEI &
TRETE dchTel FRATS T AT S|

e He said, "Otherwise, it will be assumed that all this happened with his [U.P. CM
Yogi Adityanath’s] permission.”

3TEiol heT, " IHeAYT, g ATAT AT T T§ T 3oThT [3eR TS F HEIA A anmfeea=iy
%) ITATT & gamI”
e Apurported video of the parliamentarian’s house in Agra being vandalized by the

attackers, some of whom reached the spot on a bulldozer, went viral on social
media.

HiweE & IR U aX X gHa 1 FRa AR, 5w 5 gAarat gasion W #ER ga
uge, Werer HfEAT W aRR g |

e« Mr. Suman’s son said that despite informing the police about the threats the family
had received over the past few days, no action was taken.

At gHA F 9T 7 T & A Fo et § e @ awfedt fr gaer gfow # & F araeg
FIE FIATG 7 $ S|

e He accused the police of patronizing the outfit, saying, "The attackers came armed
with sticks, rods, and swords."

3ogiel GO IX HITST Y TIETOT & T IR M) §U g, " FHATA 53, A1 1 I8 3R
TeraRT & o g e A1

o Additional Superintendent of Police (Agra) Mahadik Akshay Sanjay said, "We are
in the process of registering an FIR. Strict action will be taken against the guilty.
Additional police force has been deployed in the area to ensure peace."

srfafea gfow srefars (3R #Efes 3reTa W9 = g7, "8 UHIATEHR &of A Y
ufrar # 1 Rt & e w3 Friars i sreah a7 7 anifa gafaa #@ & fow
sfafea gferw aer dare frar s 21

e No arrests had been made at the time of going to press.
HATIR FHIRI giet o 1§ Ry a1t g o

o The officer added that the situation was brought under control after they used "light
force" to disperse the attackers at Hariparvat Chauraha.

HEHRY A Farr & gRuda aRR 91 gwenatl F faw-faw Fa F e gewr aa w13
& o, foraes are feufa femor & am a$)

e Some police personnel and suspects received minor injuries.
¥ qfawsiaal i wfeeul F angeh 92 ag)

e The assailants could be seen in the purported video damaging cars parked outside
Mr. Suman’s house, shattering chairs and windows while hurling abuses at him.

FRAT A F goerai N AT F @ F e @I FRI Y JHAT ggara, FRAT AR
f@rsfar dreq, T aelt-areitsr Y g @ |
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e The Rajya Sabha member is in Delhi to attend the ongoing Budget Session of
Parliament.

TN HeH T sH AT Ce A g 3N Aae Faa R I GT A AT A W@ &
e None from his family was injured in the attack.

wmﬁmqﬁ-mmﬁéwmaﬁgm

Akhilesh hits out at CM
Ff@aer & FEgwE o fovenar aen

o Hitting out at the BJP government, Mr. Yadav said in his X post in Hindi, "The
violent incident of vandalism at the house of a PDA (Pichda, Dalit, Alpsankhyak)
MP could not be stopped even in the presence of the Chief Minister in Agra."

mmwﬁanmmgc,&ﬁm#mm(ﬁﬁgﬁa)mﬁ%?ﬁﬁﬁm
"dfv (Ao, gfad, scaweas) ¥ & ¥ W A 3 diews 1 gear #F 3mRrd
HETHA HT Al F qras(g et AT 51 FHTI"

o Earlier, the Opposition leader had said that through his remarks in Rajya Sabha on

March 21, his party MP had tried to give an example of "one-sided" history, and his
aim was not to insult the Rajput community.

39 vgd, [Ausdt st o Fgr a7 & 21 AT Y TsTwHT # 39+l oyl & SR 39 F@rEg
o " THAHT STAFTH HT 3STEI0T &R Y FIAL AT oY, IR IoAehT 3T AT HHETT FHT
YHAT FHTAT ST AT

Babur
CICES

« Babur hailed from the Chagatai clan, a lineage that blended Mongol and Turkic
elements. The Chagatai were originally Mongols who had settled in Central Asia and adopted
Turkic language and customs over time. This fusion resulted in a unique cultural and ethnic
identity.

- TE AT U F WA or, S AAMer AR gHr acat wr For an) gerard g s
¥ #AMer F, Sogic AeT TRAT F FHF JH a1 HR ROt B 30724 5w

fA0T & U e AiTpide IR S TgdeT =S|
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« Paternal Lineage: His father, Umar Sheikh Mirza, was the ruler of Fergana Valley
(located in present-day Uzbekistan) and was a direct descendant of Timur (Tamerlane), the
famed conqueror who established a vast empire across Persia and Central Asia. This
connection positioned Babur within a legacy of formidable leadership and conquest.

- g% Faraelt: 3 U, 3T A AST, WM G (A Seafeear d [FUa)
& AP & N T AT (AT F Tt 92 ¥, [Segiel BRE AR 7o vfdrr o
T faRITel VAT TG ATl 580 TGY o e FT Tk AfFARMTel dAded IR
fas & WRr & S|

» Maternal Lineage: Babur's mother, Qutlugh Nigar Khanum, was linked to Genghis Khan,
the founder of the Mongol Empire. This dual heritage endowed Babur with a prestigious
lineage, intertwining the legacies of two of history’s most renowned conquerors.

« AT FATFRY: ST T AT, FA AR GoTH, HAT AT & TEATIh TN
g 8 Fofa df| g0 gdd fRma s St A U A 997 WO el Y, o
sfagd & &I AgIdd fasianstt fr favaa afFafaa o

Early Life and Ambitions

* Ruler of Fergana: At the tender age of 12, following his father’s untimely death in 1494,
Babur ascended to the throne of Fergana, a region in Central Asia. Despite his youth, he
exhibited remarkable leadership qualities, navigating the complexities of governance and
regional politics.

« GIATAT T ATHF: AT 1299 ¥ 31 7, 1494 & I9a Nar i 3waal¥@s gy &
TG, SR« ALY TRAAT & BT 817 & g ) AUSHR X om0 &
37 & 919906, 3oai+ SeaE@T Aqed &l fgarg 3R A 7 el TaEifa

SHTEAATHT ST FHRACTAT & FTeT|

» Aspiration to Conquer Samarkand: A significant ambition of Babur’s early life was to
capture Samarkand, the illustrious capital of his ancestor Timur. He made multiple attempts
to seize the city, briefly occupying it in 1497 and again in 1501. However, he faced
formidable opposition from the Uzbek leader Muhammad Shaybani Khan, leading to his
eventual retreat. These experiences were instrumental in shaping his strategic acumen.

« HIFE st T AGeATHIET: X & INIRF Siaed I T AgcdquT Agedrahial
IAHE T Feall el AT, Sl 37 Jaot a1 wfaffsa werumeh off| sl 3@
S & g T U 3R 1497 & & §#T & fAv qur 1501 & goF: §60 W
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HRAFR HFAT| glelih, 3¢ 35a% AdT HgFAG AT TiaA & sT faqer fAer,
S HROT 3¢ 3icTcd: NS gl UST| SoT 3MsTal o 3oTeh (0TeAMcIeh Plerer
farfd = & FAgcaqet sifde eS|

Conquests in India

aRd # R 3famT

* First Battle of Panipat (1526): On April 21, 1526, Babur fought the First Battle of
Panipat against Ibrahim Lodi, the Sultan of Delhi. Although Lodi’s army was larger, Babur
used Tulugma (encircling movements) and artillery to secure a decisive victory. This battle
marked the beginning of Mughal rule in India.

- I T 9EeT JG¥r (1526): 21 IS 1526 1 STeR o faeelt & Yol Fanfes
A & [T IIegT HT ggeT Jeu ST ST T T TEAT A F97 Al oifched ST
o TEITAT (ST FY T0TA) 3N AT@Te 1 3TN ik v Sl giider i
I JeU AR A IS ATHA Y YT T Hehel AT|

« Battle of Khanwa (1527): After the victory at Panipat, Babur faced Rana Sanga of Mewar
at Khanwa on March 16, 1527. Despite the powerful Rajput alliance, Babur’s use of

gunpowder firearms and disciplined cavalry ensured another major victory, strengthening
Mughal dominance in northern India.

« GITAT HT &Y (1527): UATel Sl Sl & &6, STa< & 16 A 1527 &1 A1S & 01T
| & TITh WITaT T G oisT| ATFARATel TSI TS & FTeole, e T aral
IR FqanfAa geHar YA U HR HgeaqoT Sid FARed &, fGad a8 sara
# Tl T TEET AT g3

» Battle of Chanderi (1528): In January 1528, Babur attacked Medini Rai, a Rajput leader
and ally of Rana Sanga, at Chanderi (present-day Madhya Pradesh). When Medini Rai

refused Babur’s terms, the Mughal army captured the fortress. Facing defeat, Medini Rai
and his followers committed jauhar (mass self-immolation) to avoid capture.

- T T Far (1528): FTAY 1528 F, A o AON WAN & WAl AR W
T (TIATT AL W) H ITHAUT fhAT| I A T & 1 & eral &
IR T e, A Farer AT A Fherm St foam| Wsry &1 AHEAT B g, A
T AR 39F FqAREt F FeR (WERF sneere) )

« Battle of Ghagra (1529): In May 1529, Babur fought the Battle of Ghagra against Afghan
chiefs and Sultan Nusrat Shah of Bengal. This battle secured Babur’s control over eastern
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India, further expanding Mughal influence.

« ITERT T J&Hr (1529): HE 1529 H, STeX o BT FIGRI R T &F Yol FaId
AT & T °TERT HT JEU ofST| S Jeu o STaY i gdf HRa 9 fag=or suriv
A H HAee HT 3N FIT YH1G HY TorAT|

Cultural Contributions and Legacy

qrERias Anrere 3R fRAraa

 Gardens in Agra: Babur introduced Persian-style gardens in India, including Nur Afshan
and Aram Bagh in Agra. These gardens followed the Charbagh design (quadrilateral
layout), symbolizing the Islamic vision of paradise. This style influenced later Mughal
gardens, including those of the Taj Mahal complex.

« AIRT H AET-FA: a1 o HRA H BRAT Yot F amr-aefi= & Fhe, o= ox
IHRATET 3R IH T (IFERT) YT A| A ST TREAET BAEa (TPeier d313e) |
3R &, ST gFamAt FEar Y FTUROT AT iy &1 5H A o d1e & Farer &,
S deHEd IR, B FATad fohar|

« Scholarship and Baburnama: Babur wrote Baburnama, an autobiographical account in
Chagatai Turkic. It details his life, conquests, and contemporary society. Later, Abdul
Rahim Khan-I-Khana translated it into Persian, and Annette Susannah Beveridge
translated it into English, making it widely accessible.

- fag@ar 3 STaTETAT: SO A Terars gt ST A SraterAT forwn, S 36 Sitae,
e sifere i gweTele wae 1 aoie aar €1 a1 A, Irege WA TeE-U-
GEATS 38 GRETH IR vae G aRST o 58 AN A 3reganiea fovan|

« Final Resting Place: Babur died on December 26, 1530, in Agra. As per his wish, his

remains were later moved to Kabul, Afghanistan, where he was buried in Bagh-e-Babur
(Babur’s Gardens), a site of historical significance.

- i oA Tue: STs B g 26 GHGT 1530 F JERTH g3l 3ol 5o0T &
3R, 3oTch HAYT I HIA, JRAMATATA o ST IAT 3R AE-T-ATER (ST FHT
q1en) H ST 3T, S UAE s Hgcd FT T g
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Kerala Chief Secretary sparks a social
debate on ‘entrenched colourism’

|GS Paper I: Society |

G. Anand
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Chief Secretary Sa-
rada Muraleedharan has
sparked a social debate on
“entrenched colourism” in
society.

In a powerful and poig-
nant Facebook post on
Wednesday, Ms. Mura-
leedharan highlighted the
jarring inequity of skin
tone bias against women in
workplaces, hiring practic-
es, professional evalua-
tions, and the social arena.

Ms. Muraleedhran not-
ed she was a victim of the
entrenched prejudice
against women of dark
complexion and implied
that being at the apex of
the administration was no
insulation against the bigo-
try. “I heard an interesting
comment yesterday on my

stewardship as the Chief
Secretary - that it is as
black as my husband’s
(former Chief Secretary V.
Venu) was white. Hmmm. I
need to own my black-
ness,” she wrote.

Shades of misogyny

Ms. Muraleedharan also
discerned shades of mis-
ogyny in the questionable
attempt to draw a judge-
mental comparison bet-
ween the respective public
service careers of the IAS
couple. “It was about being
labelled black with that
quiet subtext of being a wo-
man as if that was someth-
ing to be desperately ash-
amed of,” she noted.

At a stroke, Ms. Mura-
leedharan tapped into a
wellspring of support in
her public crusade against
entrenched colourism. For

-Th

Sarada Muraleedharan

one, the Leader of the Op-
position V.D. Satheesan
said Ms. Muraleedharan
had torn the veil over esta-
blished colourism in Kerala
society. “I am the child ofa
dark-skinned mother,” he
noted.

Historian, social critic,
and Professor at the Centre
for Development Studies J.
Devika said the prove-
nance of discrimination
against dark-skinned per-

sons was a historical bur-
den bequeathed to society
by the country’s colonial
past. “Not skin tone, but
Ms. Muraleedharan’s life,
character, and career de-
fined her,” she said.

Actor Cuckoo Parames-
waran stated, “Perceived
blackness resides in the
prejudiced eye of the be-
holder.” She said early hir-
ing practices based on skin
tone in the entertainment
industry were on the
wane.

Kerala State Youth Com-
mission chairperson Chin-
tha Jerome said Ms. Mura-
leedharan had spotlighted
the pockets of revanchism,
colourism, and misogyny
that festered unnoticed in
Kerala society. “The youn-
ger demographic is in-
creasingly  progressive,”
she said.

Kerala Chief Secretary sparks a social debate on ‘entrenched

colourism’

o AEY WRT F “TgY Wrele’ 9T AHAIS S6H HY oA

feam

Kerala Chief Secretary Sarada Muraleedharan has sparked a social
debate on "entrenched colourism"

in society.
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Tl Y AET WIAT ARET AR F FATS H TR WG W qAToS
989 & oA e ¥

e Inapowerful and poignant Facebook post on Wednesday, Ms. Muraleedharan
highlighted the jarring inequity of skin tone bias against women in workplaces,
hiring practices, professional evaluations, and the social arena.

FUAR T $AGF W T 70 v yermaermelt ik wnfde dive A, sfore qreiera o s
&1 sterel, ot afshan3it, 9eraw sedaal 3 e & & ATt & Wane caur & @r
HI AT AlS[g HAG#HTT I EATeT TRV TR

e Ms. Muraleedharan noted she was a victim of the entrenched prejudice against
women of dark complexion and implied that being at the apex of administration was
no insulation against bigotry.

ATl e 3 Sedre R ¥ o TeY 1 A Afansit 3 wfy Fsg T gavE A
RAFR W § 31N g Tam T geamae & o 9T @)= oft igerma & s=ma iy IR 781 &1

e "l heard an interesting comment yesterday on my stewardship as the Chief
Secretary — that it is as black as my husband’s (former Chief Secretary V. Venu)
was white. Hmmm. | need to own my blackness," she wrote.

3egial fora, el et 39 HET WiAT 98 T FIRIFR FHTEA T A T A feoqoft
it — o Ig 3 € e § e X ufer (7@ e afg &t Jop) F1 Frdwrer g o
§FH... [T 3T FHTeTl HI YT G|

Shades of misogyny
FAAAT FT deq

e Ms. Muraleedharan also discerned shades of misogyny in the questionable attempt
to compare the public service careers of the IAS couple.

et FTeleRa A IAS gufa & Frdifas Fa1 FRIAT AT Jera1 I Y Fagreag HIFAT
FNIYT & e s ew|

o "It was about being labelled black with that quiet subtext of being a woman as if
that was something to be desperately ashamed of," she noted.

"IE HH HTe FeA F WY 37 B U FHA & I F o1 & A v AR g, 3 7w 1é
ge 2 T a1 81" 3eie el

e At a stroke, Ms. Muraleedharan tapped into a wellspring of support in her public
crusade against entrenched colourism.
Aarelt TR F 718X T & WATE v W Fad 7 Favaed FHdT et foam|
e Leader of the Opposition V.D. Satheesan said Ms. Muraleedharan had torn the veil
over established colourism in Kerala society.
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"I am the child of a dark-skinned mother," he noted.
"ﬁW’I‘é’i’@TﬁH‘iﬂﬁE‘f{," Seglel el
Historian, social critic, and Professor at the Centre for Development Studies J.

Devika said the discrimination against dark-skinned persons was a historical
burden inherited from India’s colonial past.

STATTHFR, AT ATeTae 3T FeX B Iqaqsie Feer H Nhaw o 3Rw1  Fa1 &
MEX T & Al & TS Aesna R & sitaforafis srda i favrma #1

"Not skin tone, but Ms. Muraleedharan’s life, character, and career defined her,"
she said.

" $fieTelt AT Y TFET 3T e 1 W1 ALY, afew 39 e, Ik s Fhaw
3ogiol el

Actor Cuckoo Parameswaran stated, "Perceived blackness resides in the
prejudiced eye of the beholder."

AR Fo TR 7 T, " FTOATT Y RO ST dTet FY AT Ao 7 et 51"

She said early hiring practices based on skin tone in the entertainment industry
were on the wane.

3ogie gl foh AARSTT 36T H 9T & T & ATUR I AT ST arelt YRASF 1l g4T¢ 379
e Wl
Kerala State Youth Commission chairperson Chintha Jerome said Ms.

Muraleedharan had spotlighted the pockets of revanchism, colourism, and
misogyny that festered unnoticed in Kerala society.

FIT AT AT AT AT Ireget Rear VA F wvgT T siercht Freiere & I garer &
R wfereier, Trete 3k SRR F geesit #1 somr fFar B

"The younger demographic is increasingly progressive," she said.

"FT AT F9 At F werfevefier e S @ ¢, Seeier Tl
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Nehru: ‘His mistakes are magnified,
his achievements belittled’

Writers continue to reappraise India’s first Prime Minister and find that India has moved away from much of his legacy, which includes a pan-ndian
secularism, socialist economics, and democratic institution-building. But historians urge academics to keep writing about Nehru

GS Paper I: Histo

Ziya Us Salam

or the past decade or so,

Jawaharlal Nehru has been the

favourite punching bag of the

ruling dispensation. In 2014,
seasoned civil servant Madhav Godbole
wrote a not-too-flattering account of the
first Prime Minister in the aptly titled, The
God Who Failed: An Assessment of
Jawaharlal Nehru’s Leadership (Rupa).
Comparing Nehru and Sardar Patel,
Godbole questioned Nehru's ideas of
secularism and socialism. Calling for
“more balanced secularism”, Godbole
believed some of Nehru's policies “tended
to appease Muslims.”

There have been several other books
which held Nehru responsible for
practically all that is wrong with India
today.

Sifting through myths

One of the recent books on Nehru is by
academic Aditya Mukherjee. Nehru’s India
(The Most Definitive Book on Jawaharlal
Nehru): Past, Present and Future,
published by Vintage Books, aims to sift
through myths and allegations to present
the first Prime Minister in the light of
circumstances prevalent then.
Independence brought in its trail
large-scale sectarian violence, displacing

would not be the mirror image of
Pakistan, an Islamic state, and become a
Hindu state. He declared, “It is wrong to
suggest that in this country there would
be rule of a particular religion or sect. All
who owe allegiance to the flag will enjoy
equal rights of citizenship, irrespective of
caste or creed.”

It largely remained that way until the
religion-based Citizenship Amendment
Act was passed in December 2019. As the
Shaheen Bagh protests started against the
amendments, and the incumbent Prime
Minister remained tight-lipped, Nehru
was sorely missed; he who had held at
bay Hindu commumnal outfits in the first
general elections soon after the
communal frenzy of the Partition.

Scientific temper

Secular as he was, there was more to
Nehru than that. He was, for instance,
blessed with a scientific temper,
something Mukherjee does well to bring
into focus in the book. Writing about
Nehru’s “scientific temper” and the spirit
of reason and exploration, Mukherjee
contrasts it with recent attempts by
political leaders to pass off mythology as
science. Quoting The Guardian,
Mukherjee draws a neat contrast between
the two approaches. Beginning by
recalling Narendra Modi’s claim of Karna

dung), ‘gomutra’ (cow urine), ‘thali’
(metal plate) banging...and unverified
medicines made by a much-favoured yogi!
Itis as if the political leaders have
reversed their roles. From pulling up
society to...pushing society back by
appealing to sectarian identities.”

Mukherjee's book, an enlarged version
of the author’s address at the Indian
History Congress in December 2023, is a
robust attempt to give the first Prime
Minister his due.

From the time the author reminds us
that Nehru regarded the phenomenon of
communalism as ‘the Indian version of
fascism’, the author expresses dismay at
relentless attempts to belittle Nehru,
ranging from school textbooks ignoring
Nehru's contribution to the freedom
struggle to the Indian Council for
Historical Research omitting his picture
from a poster celebrating 75 years of
India’s Independence.

‘Every problem traced to Nehru’
Mukherjee’s pen is where his heart is.

He makes no attempt to mollycoddle
the powers that be, writing, “All kinds of
lies and abuse are spread about him using
the massive propaganda machinery that
the communal forces command today.
Nehru is blamed for all of India’s
problems, from the Partition of the

almost any problem the country is facing
today. Truth be told, he is blamed for
every pothole in his country.”

This, however, is not a new

phenomenon.

Back in 2003, when the Atal Bihari

Vajpayee government was in power,
Shashi Tharoor observed in Nehru: The
Invention of India (Penguin),
“Nehruvianism seems to have lost both
power and allure. Nehru is criticised,
even derided, by votaries of an alternative
version of Indian nationalism, one that
claims to be more deeply rooted in the
land (and therefore in its religious
traditions and customary prejudices). His
mistakes are magnified, his achievements
belittled.”

Amidst all attempts to draw a veil over

all that was good about him, Mukherjee
projects him as a votary of freedom of
expression, recalling what Nehru said in
1940, “The freedom of the press does not
consist in our permitting such things as
we like to appear. Even a tyrant is
agreeable to this kind of freedom.”

Despite dozens of books of all shades

having been written about Nehru over the
past many decades, Mukherjee’s book is
pertinent to our times.

As Irfan Habib sums up in the

foreword, “Petty jealousies of petty men
might now remove his name from

millions; over five lakh were killed.
Mukherjee writes that Nehru in his
speech from the ramparts of the Red Fort
in Delhi, a day after Independence, on
August 16, 1947, made it clear that
communal strife would not be tolerated
and that India would be a secular state. It

institutions and buildings, but so long as
truth and reason still find an audience
among his people, Nehru and his work
can never be forgotten. It is also
incumbent on academics to keep
providing to our people truth about
Nehru, his thought and his times.”

country, the Pakistan problem, the China
problem, the crisis in Indian agriculture,
the Kashmir issue, the crisis in the
educational system, the persistence of
poverty, the growing religious
polarisation in recent years, amending
the Constitution to curb democracy, to

not having been born from his mother’s
womb, and a plastic surgeon who began
the practice of plastic surgery by putting
the elephant’s head on a human body,
Mukherjee writes with characteristic
candour, “No wonder that the corona
virus was being fought with ‘gobar’ (cow

Nehru: ‘His mistakes are magnified, his achievements
belittled’

AEE: 'SAD! ITATAAT I TSI-TGTHT CEIAT AT, 3AehT ST TSN Y
oler far ar

Reappraising Nehru’s Legacy
Ae® 1 favraa #1 qea{eaiaaT

o Writers continue to analyze Nehru’s role in shaping India’s secularism, socialist
economics, and democratic institutions.
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AGF AgE A AT FT RAeevor FIQ ¢, Fwed s Ay eifaderan, gATSardy srferawr
3R ANwaifRF gEaE F AT A 7=t AT §

Historians urge that Nehru’s contributions should be studied objectively rather than
politically motivated critiques.

SfARTHSRI FT AT § F AeE F AREET FT 7eTI fosqeT T F fvam st =R, 7 &
TSI Ifae® FTATEATHT F HTUR W)

Criticism and Political Narratives

T 3R TaAfas FYT

Madhav Godbole’s book “The God Who Failed” (2014) questioned Nehru’s
secularism and socialism, arguing that some policies “appeased Muslims.”

ATErE AT T TFTF g M § Hes” (2014) F A A gafadarar ik gaTraE |
HaTer 331¢ IR 7 fean & Fo Aot " qaaaml F g F arelr ot

Several other books have blamed Nehru for India’s current problems without
considering historical contexts.

F§ e Trah! o AAFTAF Tl 1 TIETST FIA §U ATE I HRA I TeTATT FHEATIH
& fore ardt sgTT &

Nehru’s Secular Vision

AT T gAfARTeT Tfee

In his August 16, 1947 speech, Nehru stated that India would be a secular state, not
a Hindu mirror of Pakistan.

16 3TITET 1947 & 3Tl HIYUT A, IgH A Fgl fh AT T A AT TS 819, o fF
aTfrEaTer &1 fig aEoT|

He declared, "All citizens will have equal rights regardless of caste or creed.”
3egiel Tyor Y, " geft AR 1 Sfa a1 49t F Sesna & A A AfwER FAA”

This remained largely true until the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) of 2019,
which altered the secular framework.

g Ryt 2019 & ARIRFar Getes 3RAIA (CAA) dF 7 @), Twa eifader e #r
gaiad fami

Scientific Temper and Rationalism

denfas TieHIor 3y aFarg

Nehru promoted scientific temper and rationalism, contrasting it with the modern
political trend of presenting mythology as science.
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Agw o defas eedor 3R aFare F) gerar A, Y 3 i TS F A F A w
qRifores Farat F TEga Fa A g F el B

Mukherjee’s book contrasts Nehru’s approach with recent political narratives, such
as claims about ancient plastic surgery.

TGS Y TEAT AGE & TIOCHIVT T Jolell gTel Y AsTellicrdh TROMHT F FIct 5, ¥ o
Tt cenfees woilt & arat A1

During the COVID-19 pandemic, pseudoscientific remedies like cow dung and
urine were promoted, which Mukherjee criticizes.

Ffas-19 A & SR1e, a1 & e’ 3R 77 St s demfas sg=rt #r e fear
T, forwehy @it srateen #a ¢

Efforts to Erase Nehru’s Contributions

e & AT FY Frer & v

The Indian Council for Historical Research (ICHR) removed Nehru’s image from
posters commemorating 75 years of Independence.

R e st oY (ICHR) @ FaaadT & 75 a9 q¥ 81 & 37ae 9% SRy
N F AFE Y aFAR geT ATl

Textbooks are being revised to downplay Nehru’s role in the freedom movement.
UISAYEH! A FANUT FT AGH A Tactdl HATH A ${fAHT Y FH 31T AT T 8|
Mukherjee criticizes how Nehru is blamed for nearly every problem in India, from
Partition to Kashmir, China, and even potholes.

TGS & AT $T g fF AFE B TR Y oTere79T g FHAEA & AT St sgran Srar 8, =ame
ag fastrerer g, FeAT g, AT &), a1 Jet o= 6 s+ F g oft

Shashi Tharoor and Historical Perspectives

fAr R 31T WA efeewior

In 2003, Shashi Tharoor wrote in “Nehru: The Invention of India” that Nehru’s
mistakes were magnified while his achievements were dismissed.

2003 &, A W A "AgF: § AU 3P 3=ZAT & for@T fF Agw T Tafaa) F) Fer-aem
@ I, STafh 3AFT SUATAT Y A3iereT fhaT T4

Alternative nationalist narratives portray Nehru as disconnected from India’s
religious traditions, undermining his secularism.

dehoush Tvgardl TfEHIOT Aew T R T Tt W3t & Fel g3 ard ¥, Fraw st
A RATYETAT Y FHAAR FHAT 1T B
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Freedom of Expression and Nehru’s Legacy

feafFa 1 Tadaar 3k Agw i fama

e Nehru upheld press freedom, even when it criticized his government.
AEE o U T TaATAT HT AT FFET, 3Tt &) T8 IeTohT AR T ATl 1T HIAT AT

e In 1940, Nehru stated, “Freedom of the press does not mean allowing only what we like
to be published.”

1940 H ATE o Fgl, "W Y TITTAT FT AT Tg A1 & F FaoT I8 TH1AT a1 3T g3 98
"

e« Mukherjee argues that despite political attempts to erase Nehru’s contributions,
his impact on India’s democratic and secular fabric remains indelible.

G FT AAT ¢ F A5 F Aerere F ffres F Toeifas yaral & adsye, dRd F
AFaite AR qARATIET o 9T IAFT Yo TR o7 WA

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations))

1. BJP MLC moves privilege motion against Kamra and
Sena (UBT) spokesperson

dordt THTEH! F FA IR J (T JaFdr & e

v R g yeaT @

2. 20 Chinese scholars to visit Visva-Bharati to mark 75
years of India-China diplomatic ties

- Fealifas Faul F 75 9§ U g 9T 20 el @
freg sl Rreafagme #1 glu w4t

3. Centre slams ‘biased’ report by U.S. commission on
religious freedom

&g o a1 Tadar 9 AARSYT 3T Hr 'garardy R
3T Y

4. Scheme for pregnant women is severely underfunded:
Sonia
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5. Betting and gambling are State subjects: Union Minister
in LS
geaTsit 3R ST T et & fawr §: Amwsm 7 F A
6. Pay Samagra Shiksha dues to States, committee tells
Education Ministry

AT FAST & 91T G U=l &1 &, gfAfa S e 7T @

el

7. Over half of ¥1-lakh crore collected for the welfare of
mining districts not spent’

et forell & Fearor F fav Ferw 7w 71 9 F035 A § 3mY
& S T 7L §U
8. The CBSE’s ‘two-exam scheme’ overcomplicates things

CBSE &Y 'aY qdtat Aerar et ) 318 Ffee aardt &

9. Whittling down sources of U.S. soft power

IANT A FTFe I&aT & Fiat & PRmEe
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BJP MLC moves privilege
motion against Kamra and
Sena (UBT) spokesperson

Darekar accuses stand-up comedian of performing song with ‘insulting remarks’ against Shinde;

He claims Sushma Andhare endorsed the act; PUCL slams police action and seeks HC intervention

[GS Paper II |
Abhinay Deshpande
Purnima Sah

MUMBAI

JP MLC Pravin Da-
Brekar on Wednes-
day moved a

breach of privilege motion
notice against stand-up co-
median Kunal Kamra and
Shiv Sena (UBT) spokesper-
son Sushma Andhare in the
Maharashtra  Legislative
Council, alleging disrespect
towards Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Eknath Shinde and
the legislature.

Mr. Darekar, Leader of
the House in the Council,
accused Mr. Kamra of per-
forming a song with “perso-
nal and insulting remarks”
against Mr. Shinde, while
claiming Ms. Andhare en-
dorsed the act and used ob-
jectionable language.
“Their comments under-
mine the dignity of legisla-
tive institutions,” he said.

Mr. Darekar’s notice
must be approved by Coun-
cil Chairman Ram Shinde
before being presented to
the privilege committee. If
the committee grants ap-

V(o
= A B

Shiv Sena workers vandalising the venue of stand-up comedian
Kunal Kamra’s show in Mumbai. FILE PHOTO

proval, the motion will be
discussed in the House.

In the Assembly, Shiv Se-
na MLA Ramesh Bornare
submitted a breach of privi-
lege notice against Ms. And-
hare, accusing her of mock-
ing Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis. Minis-
ter of State for Finance Ash-
ish Jaiswal backed Mr. Bor-
nare’s notice.

BJP leader Sudhir Mun-
gantiwar  sought  the
prompt appointment of pri-
vilege committee mem-
bers. Presiding officer San-
jay Kelkar said Speaker
Rahul Narwekar would de-
cide on the notice.

Meanwhile, the Mumbai

Police refused to confirm or
deny reports of a second
summons being sent to the
stand-up comedian. The
police said the matter was
under investigation.

Mr. Kamra incurred the
wrath of Shiv Sainiks last
week with a song targeting
the party president. On
Sunday night, Sena activists
vandalised the Habitat Co-
medy Club in suburban
Khar where his show had
taken place, and the hotel
where the club is located.
In a late night statement on
Monday, the comedian re-
fused to apologise and said,
“I'will not apologise or hide
under the bed waiting for

the controversy to die
down.”

The People’s Union for
Civil Liberties (PUCL) con-
demned the vandalism and
the State action, saying pol-
itical satire was a constitu-
tional right. It appealed to
the Bombay High Court to
take suo motu action
against Mumbai Police and
the Municipal Corporation
of Greater Mumbai for van-
dalism, illegal demolition,
dereliction of duty to en-
force the “rule of law”.

‘No incitement’
Kavita Srivastava, PUCL na-
tional president, said the
YouTube video of the co-
median’s show was up for
all to see that no such state-
ment targeting a group or
inciting hatred against any
community was made.
Shiraz Prabhu, presi-
dent, Maharashtra PUCL,
said instead of condemning
the illegal acts, Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis took
to the floor of the Assembly
and went on to call Mr.
Kamra an “urban Naxal”
and a “traitor”.

BJP MLC moves
privilege motion
against Kamra and
Sena (UBT)
spokesperson

disrdY vATeH
HTHRT AT [T
(T yaTFar &
EECIE A EER B EQES
gelel UEATT I@T

BJP MLC Pravin
Darekar on
Wednesday moved a
breach of privilege
motion notice against
stand-up comedian
Kunal Kamra and
Shiv Sena (UBT)
spokesperson
Sushma Andhare in
the Maharashtra
Legislative Council,

alleging disrespect towards Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and
the legislature.

diord AT ydior Q¥ A gUaR HY AgRIse faure aRwg & ws-a
HIATSAT FOITer FTA IR Radar (T gasar goam 3ur & @ems
TR geter w¥eTa &7 AW R, forwst segiet 3wegEawE! vaey R
3t frenerwsn & ufar rqATTSIA® cqagR &1 AR o=@ aT|
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e Mr. Darekar, Leader of the House in the Council, accused Mr. Kamra of performing a
song with "personal and insulting remarks" against Mr. Shinde, while claiming Ms.
Andhare endorsed the act and used "objectionable language".

aRwg # HEeT & AaT 47 G¥a o R oTem & 47 FRT F vy R F R@ems
"eafFaerd 3R AT feeafOrt are amer 9er foa, STafd Segie arar faar fo g
IR A 58 Fed FT FAST fram R " Irafersreras ST 1 9497 o

e "Their comments undermine the dignity of legislative institutions," he said.
3egiel e, " Serehr Reeuforar frurht deumal i e #1 3@ ggard §1°
e Mr. Darekar’s notice must be approved by Council Chairman Ram Shinde before

being presented to the privilege committee. If the committee grants approval, the
motion will be discussed in the House.

At I & A HT aRwg sregst W R 1 Al =0 g1l 38 916 58 FAwftsr
wfffer & Taet weqa fanar Seem| Ife afAfa 3@ Tdiepld &t &, A 58 ee # ==l & fow

ERCIRCGINT

e Inthe Assembly, Shiv Sena MLA Ramesh Bornare submitted a breach of privilege
notice against Ms. Andhare, accusing her of mocking Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis.

fareerasn &, RIgdar fauras e aRaR @ guaAT stuR & f@ers RAwfsr g #1

AW 2T, fSHH 3ogiel 37 R FEIHA AG BSUE HT HATH 331 1 RNT 11T|
« Minister of State for Finance Ashish Jaiswal backed Mr. Bornare’s notice.

9 U= 7Y TR STFHare o A SRER & Afed &1 A R

o BJP leader Sudhir Mungantiwar sought the prompt appointment of privilege
committee members.

oY st e AR o Rt Wi & waw A ot g i

o Presiding officer Sanjay Kelkar said Speaker Rahul Narwekar would decide on the
notice.

mmwrammﬁrmﬁ:mwugﬁmsﬁmwﬁvﬁﬁm
e Meanwhile, the Mumbai Police refused to confirm or deny reports of a second

summons being sent to the stand-up comedian. The police said the matter was under
investigation.

ST re, H{a$ gferw A ¥3-319 AT A g awe ot S Y ga F e I @5
A U FAFR H 4| gfera ¥ Fgr o Arever Y i s 2

e Mr. Kamra incurred the wrath of Shiv Sainiks last week with a song targeting the party
president.

A FET A AT g% FRATATART F IR FT ATHAT [FT, T 3gieT T 3regat Fi

T ST §T U AT T R

e On Sunday r?ight, Sena activists vandalized the Habitat Comedy Club in suburban
Khar, where his show had taken place, and the hotel where the club is located.

RER 79, RadAF 3 3R @R & Rud ifeee AR Faa A dlswis A, @71 FERT F
Qﬁgmm,aﬂiwmafraﬁﬁwmm,aﬁmﬁmr%l
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e Inalate-night statement on Monday, the comedian refused to apologize and said, "I
will not apologize or hide under the bed waiting for the controversy to die down."

WHAR T T TF AT &, HEIRT o7 AT AT F SIhR A e 3R g, & arehr g
#I 3R € RraR & Ay B, 77 $aer F3a gu B Rare @ew @ smel

e The People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) condemned the vandalism and State
action, saying political satire is a constitutional right.

diqew gfaas v e fRadler (PUCL) A A1swis 3k o TR R 1 Frars i fFer 4,
T FEdt §U [ Srelifor o499 v wawtfos faw |

e |t appealed to the Bombay High Court to take suo motu action against Mumbai
Police and the Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai for vandalism, illegal
demolition, and dereliction of duty to enforce the "rule of law".

S8 iea gISHIE A 3ol T Toh a8 Ha$ Ifew iR ggesas R faerer & f@ors Aswrs,
3 Reqw 3 T & A F AR F A Fedeq Y ATRATE o Tz HAT
(suo motu) oI

¢ ‘Noincitement’

‘F$ IFHFAT Y a1 T4

o Kavita Srivastava, PUCL national president, said the YouTube video of the
comedian’s show was up for all to see that no statement targeting a group or
inciting hatred against any community was made.

drerHeer it I sreet Hfaar shareaa o Fa1 fF AT F ot #1 gega ) va
T sgere 8, foras et aeqg Y e soe a1 fFelY waerar & f@are gom srswe aren
IS TATT 4T AT 7|

e Shiraz Prabhu, president, Maharashtra PUCL, said instead of condemning the
illegal acts, Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis took to the floor of the Assembly and
went on to call Mr. Kamra an “urban Naxal” and a “traitor”.

HERTSg FIgHITe & regat FARTer w9f o et foh srder Feat Y feT w1 & aoma, e
&A% BEUTE o AT & Jed W HTHU ) " 3G AFaer 3R " IEER FaT

Rule of Law
TeTel T ATHT

e The Rule of Law is a foundational principle in democratic societies, ensuring that all
individuals, regardless of status, are subject to the law.

FTeleT T ATH cllehcliAeh HATSH 1 Alforw R 8, S a8 GiATRead aar § & weh
caferd, Feufa i warg fre &=, gt & 3l gl
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e This concept was extensively articulated by A.V. Dicey, a British jurist, in his seminal
work, "Introduction to the Study of the Law of the Constitution" (1885).

SH YR 1 i #argide v.dt. ST o 39el GAeY $id "5els#e/7 & & ¥es 3P
g &l 3% & Fllerec el (1885) & <AH &I & Y& foha|

Dicey's Three Core Principles of Rule of Law

SIS & FIe[ & AT & oot & A

e Supremacy of Law: No individual should be punished or suffer legally except for a
breach of law established in the ordinary legal manner before the ordinary courts.
This principle emphasizes the absence of arbitrary power, ensuring that individuals
are only subjected to punishment as per the law.

FTeleT Y FaToea: ford off cafer @1 T deh E3d w161 fohar ST =g T a1 gl &9 &
&1fer 1€t 3T+t NfRT STa e o a8 AT FTefeit UFHAT AT T HTefsl T Secitd
7 Y| Ig FAeeid Haam afFd F rema W SR &1 ¢, s g5 glaraa giar g &
ST T hearel HIefel & IHTAR & &3 faharr Se|

o Equality Before the Law: Every individual, irrespective of rank or status, is subject
to the ordinary laws of the land administered by ordinary courts. This underscores
that no person is above the law, and everyone is treated equally under it.

FIeIeT & WHET WHTAT. YA diad, & A1 Rufay Y warg fre faem, s segEr &
31 g B, oo aTAg ~amTerat ganT 9enfid fonar ST g1 I8 Rieurd geiar g &
F$ #fY AT FroeT A FR LT &, 3R Tl T GATT T F Fleget & Hefied A 1A ¢

e Predominance of Legal Spirit: Rights of individuals are secured not merely by
written constitutional guarantees but by the enforcement of these rights through
judicial decisions. Dicey believed that the general principles of the constitution
are the result of judicial decisions determining the rights of private persons.

SpTefelt ST Y STl cafererat & TR el TR W TRt & & el
el 8Id, Siceh AT fAoTal & ATeaH & g7 HIAFRY F yada @ o L& g &1 srsdr
T HTAAT 2T 5 HFAUT & WA= Rgyid =ariae faoiat & aRvmarasy Tefaa aa €,
St fAsh safFaat & 3rfaeRt @ AuTRd w1 g

Rule of Law in the Indian Context

HITAT Gt 7 FIefeT T ATHT

e InIndia, the first two principles—Supremacy of Law and Equality Before the Law—
are integral to the legal system. However, the third principle differs, as in India, the
Constitution is the source of individual rights.
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HRA A, Ugel &Y FACUTd—HIelet T Fafeadr 3R FTefet & THET HATAAT—hIeAT TOTel
T 3 HeeT 3797 § | &Telifen, ARRT Rgwid et 8, Fifeh 7R & dfaen & safdaera
IR FT AT

e The Supreme Court of India has upheld that the Rule of Law is embodied in Article
14 of the Constitution, which guarantees equality before the law and is considered a

basic feature of the Constitution.

HR & Haloa =ArTer ¥ AT § o F1efet 7 et S & 3rfeds 14 7 fAfka &,
i SIefe & WHET HATAAT T ITREN ST & 3R S8 AT A I FITAT T TGEHT AT

ST 8

20 Chinese scholars to visit Visva-Bharati to
mark 75 years of India-China diplomatic ties

|GS Paper Il

|

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

About 20 scholars and ex-
perts from China will visit
Visva-Bharati University to
participate in an interna-
tional seminar on Rabin-
dranath Tagore on April 1
to mark the 75th anniver-
sary of India-China diplo-
matic ties, said Chinese
Consul General in Kolkata
Xu Wei.

Mr. Xu said that Rabin-
dranath Tagore, who visit-
ed China in 1924, is the
symbol of China-India
friendship, and the inter-
national seminar at Chee-
na Bhavana at Visva-Bhara-
ti will also mark the
completion of 100 years of
the Nobel laureate’s visit to
his country.

“We will hold an inter-
national seminar with

e & e

An open-air class inside the Visva-Bharati University campus at
Santiniketan in West Bengal’s Birbhum district. FILE PHOTO

Cheena Bhavana, Visva-
Bharati University, to com-
memorate the 100th anni-
versary of Tagore’s visit to
China and the 75th anni-
versary of our relation-
ship. About 20 Chinese ex-
perts, scholars, and artists
will be invited to India to
attend the seminar,” the

Consul General said, em-
phasising that it will be the
biggest delegation of Chi-
nese scholars visiting Vis-
va-Bharati in Santiniketan.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons in Kolkata, Mr. Xu
said that in 2024, a group
of scholars and artists
from India visited ‘China

to Retrace the Footsteps of
Tagore’, and the Consulate
in 2024 organised a photo
exhibition at Visva-Bharati
to commemorate the
100th anniversary of Ta-
gore’s visit to China.

People-to-people ties
Cheena Bhavana (Depart-
ment of Chinese Language
and Culture) at Visva-Bha-
rati is the oldest Depart-
ment of Chinese studies in
the sub-continent, esta-
blished by Tagore and Pro-
fessor Tan Yun-Shan in
April 1937 with the great
ideas of strengthening the
age-old cultural ties and in-
terfaces between India
and China.

The Consul General
spoke about the need to in-
crease people-to-people
ties and said the spring of
India-China ties is arriving.

Aol OFCA OFA Acn Colal Flceca: CAAANA ~m bl lf L TIA DLIDIICIUAA DUT | TR Fdiias Coocack Macabiadb /Pacmaccthla fov calackio; Af mmieis cimdow Alos AOA ALV
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20 Chinese scholars to visit Visva-Bharati to mark 75 years of
India-China diplomatic ties

- Feaifas gaut F 75 af QX g W 20 e @ fea
R freafagarea w1 glu w3

About 20 scholars and experts from China will visit Visva-Bharati
University to participate in an international seminar on Rabindranath
Tagore on April 1, marking the 75th anniversary of India-China
diplomatic ties, said Chinese Consul General in Kolkata Xu Wei.

ararerer 20 el @ 3t fehwe 1 sl i faeg ol fereafaqamera &
TigaTYr SR 9T ARTSET FINSS A HI9T et & fow 3709 | I FdwA
HR-HeT Festifas gaul it 754t a¥ens w1 RfTaa s, H+h aforsw
GATaTH & YHE FIAHTdT A o a5 F IE AT |

e Mr. Xu said that Rabindranath Tagore, who visited China in 1924, is the symbol of
China-India friendship, and the international seminar at Cheena Bhavana, Visva-
Bharati will also mark the completion of 100 years of Tagore’s visit to China.

8t o ¥ &g o Wigerry R, [Siegisr 1924 # =t &1 gR1 R 4, 1@t AT &
vdlie g, 31X freg sl freafag@mea & e sraer  smaifore siaRasdr gansdr 7 &R
Y <feT I & 100 T R gt o1 #1T ST FHAIT ST |

o "We will hold an international seminar with Cheena Bhavana, Visva-Bharati
University, to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Tagore’s visit to China and
the 75th anniversary of our relationship," said Consul General Xu Wei.

" g faeg s feafagarery & i sraer & w1y e ve ARSI wesdy srafora
&N, S SR Y et Frar i 1004t a9 I HR-HeT dau 7541 qdens w RAfFTd
el st o 3% 7 FeTl

e About 20 Chinese experts, scholars, and artists will be invited to India to attend the
seminar, making it the biggest delegation of Chinese scholars visiting Visva-Bharati
in Santiniketan.

aerstar 20 Y Farerwa, Rgar 31 FATHR 57 G 7 1T ot & forw HRa 3mART
fore Smdar, foras a7 anfafadas fPua g aRe # e arem @@ a1 Dt Rgamt
&l grem|
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Speaking to mediapersons in Kolkata, Mr. Xu said that in 2024, a group of scholars
and artists from India visited China to Retrace the Footsteps of Tagore.

FraHIar # MRAHHA F a1 F go, At o 7 a6 2024 #, a7 Reamt 3k
FATHRI HT U g et AT AT cifeh SR & TeFATAT T HJHI0T FT T |

In 2024, the Chinese Consulate also organized a photo exhibition at Visva-Bharati to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of Tagore’s visit to China.

2024 ¥, delt aTfOorewr gamaTw o faed sl Reafagarey ¥ v wiet yeeie off smanfaa
<, St &M i et Imam iy 1004t F¥FTTS Y FATTT AT

People-to-people ties
STeT & STeT JaY

Cheena Bhavana (Department of Chinese Language and Culture) at Visva-Bharati
is the oldest Department of Chinese studies in the sub-continent, established by
Tagore and Professor Tan Yun-Shan in April 1937.

freT sl fareafagzera #F feua = sraet (it smar 3tk weepfar fomen) susrgTedv =t
T QAT HNeft Ireger e B, o T 3R Waw & Fov-amer o 3r¥ter 1937 F v
T |

The department was founded with the great idea of strengthening the age-old
cultural ties and interfaces between India and China.

39 fASITT Y T 7 3587 R 3R a1 F i wreher wiepfas waut ik warg #t
HTGe FAT T |

The Consul General emphasized the need to increase people-to-people ties and
said, "The spring of India-China ties is arriving."

mmmmﬁm#mwmﬁmmwaﬁaﬁyw,
" SRt HeeY T 8T 31T @ 21"
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Centre slams ‘biased’ report by U.S.
commission on religious freedom

[GS Paper II

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The Union government on
Wednesday lashed out at
the U.S. Commission on In-
ternational Religious Free-
dom (USCIRF) for its latest
report that expresses con-
cerns about “attacks and
discrimination” against re-
ligious minorities in India
and calls for sanctions
against India’s intelligence
agency.

The 2025 Annual Report
of the USCIRF has recom-
mended again that the U.S.
government designate In-
dia, along with 15 other
countries, a “Country of
Particular Concern” (CPC).

‘Misuse of laws’

In its sharpest criticism
thus far, the USCIRF, a con-
gressional body that does
not represent the U.S. go-
vernment but is mandated
to make recommendations
to it, accused the Indian
government of misusing

Centre slams ‘biased’ report by U.S. commission on religious

freedom

Randhir Jaiswal

laws such as the UAPA,
FCRA, and CAA to “crack
down” on religious minori-
ties and civil society organ-
isations, and even accused
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi of “hateful rhetoric
and disinformation against
Muslims and other reli-
gious minorities to gather
political support™.

For the first time, the
USCIRF called for sanc-
tions against the Research
and Analysis Wing and Vi-
kas Yadav, named in the
Pannun assassination plot
case. It also sought the ap-

plication of the Transna-
tional Repression Act on
India and a review of the
sale of MQ-9B Predator
drones for their potential
use in “religious freedom

violations” by Indian
authorities.
‘Politically motivated’

“The USCIRF’s persistent
attempts to misrepresent
isolated incidents and cast
aspersions on India’s vi-
brant multicultural society
reflect a deliberate agenda
rather than a genuine con-
cern for religious free-
dom,” External Affairs Mi-
nistry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said in res-
ponse to questions, calling
the latest report a part of
the “pattern of issuing
biased and politically mo-
tivated assessments”.
“Such efforts to under-
mine India’s standing as a
beacon of democracy and
tolerance will not succeed.
In fact, it is the USCIRF that
should be designated as an

entity of concern,” the spo-
kesperson added, referring
to the USCIRF’s demands
on designations and target-
ed sanctions.

This is the sixth time the
USCIRF has recommended
India’s designation as a
CPC along with countries
such as China, Myanmar,
Pakistan, Iran, Russia, and
Saudi Arabia. However, on
each occasion, the U.S.
State Department has de-
clined to add India to the
CPC list.

Nevertheless, the go-
vernment has reacted
sharply to the USCIRF’s an-
nual reports, and except
for once, in 2016, has not
allowed its members to vi-
sit India.

The USCIRF is currently
chaired by academic Ste-
phen Schneck who was ap-
pointed in 2022 by the pre-
vious Biden
administration, and who
refers to himself as a “Cath-
olic advocate in public life
for social justice”.

&g o arfdie Tadaar 9T FARSY 3T Hr garardr R A

3T Y

The Union government on Wednesday lashed out at the U.S. Commission on

International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) for its latest report expressing concerns about

“attacks and discrimination” against religious minorities in India and calling for

sanctions against India’s intelligence agency.
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T Y, fOwH R & el sreqegs! W "gHal 3 g F1 A+ Riar sars 7€ 3k
AT gReaT ot 9X wfaetr eeme &y AT Ay T8

The 2025 Annual Report of the USCIRF recommended that the U.S. government
designate India, along with 15 other countries, as a “Country of Particular
Concern” (CPC).

USCIRF &Y 2025 &Y aif{& RQE 7 3RS TR @ 9Ra gfied 15 37 3o &) "oy
fRraT arel &°r (CPC) & & & AR #3a i RAwer i as)

‘Misuse of laws’

Al T GEIANT

The USCIRF accused the Indian government of misusing laws such as the UAPA,
FCRA, and CAA to "crack down" on religious minorities and civil society
organizations.

USCIRF & IRl §TFR 9T UAPA, FCRA 3T CAA S FTefsil T U hich HTfAF
HeTHETF! T ARTRE AT HISHT I FIETE FIA T 3T TITAT|

It also accused Prime Minister Narendra Modi of "hateful rhetoric and
disinformation against Muslims and other religious minorities to gather political
support”.

SHe FUTAHAAT Avg Al I " HHEAAT 3R 3+ it sevdeas! & B gomeag
SIS AR Tl AT ellel” T IR ST cTieh Tetetifersh TALGT G fraT S wF |

For the first time, the USCIRF called for sanctions against the Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW) and Vikas Yadav, who was named in the Pannun
assassination plot case.

qgell a1, USCIRF o RE vs varfaf@d R (RAW) 3R Re™T rga wT yfaser a9me i
AT Y, TSIeTehT AT YefeT geAThIs WITILT AT & AT 3777 T
The USCIRF also sought the application of the Transnational Repression Act on

India and a review of the sale of MQ-9B Predator drones, citing concerns about their
potential use in religious freedom violations.

USCIRF & $TRe TR EIHleTel Y92 TFE AT ¥t 31 MQ-9B Wi3ex et 7 farghr
mmﬁmﬁ,mmgﬁmmﬂﬁ?HﬁW#W#am
gl

‘Politically motivated’

T 3627 / IR
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o External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal dismissed the report as a
“biased and politically motivated assessment”.

fager #aTerT & vaerdr WK stware & 58 RIS &I - qamare 31t Teeifas 38w @ aika
el R |
o “USCIRF’s persistent attempts to misrepresent isolated incidents and cast

aspersions on India’s multicultural society reflect a deliberate agenda rather than
a genuine concern for religious freedom,” he said.

37giot #heT, "USCIRF G@RT 3(eldT-37eldT TeATHT Y el aild § T it AR IRA F
TEHIEH TS FATS T HE ScTeet A & TAH, YT Facia 1 adfaeh fodr & sormra
TS Are-gash aiferer # gt &1

e “Such efforts to undermine India’s standing as a beacon of democracy and

tolerance will not succeed. In fact, the USCIRF itself should be designated as an
entity of concern,” he added.

3@l e, "diwad IR AR F lF F T A aRa Hr A N FeERFT@ & T
TITH AH 8] aldt| IFdd #, USCIRF & &) U Riar & v & ¥ & A1 fnar sr=m
Tifgel”

e This is the sixth time the USCIRF has recommended India’s designation as a CPC,
along with countries such as China, Myanmar, Pakistan, Iran, Russia, and Saudi
Arabia.

Ig Bodl IR § ST USCIRF o HR &Y CPC & TF & A1fAd F¥e i RAwiRer fr g, e,
AR, qifREdie, S, T 3R T3d) 3RT S 22t & a1y

o However, the U.S. State Department has declined to add India to the CPC list each
time.

grelifer, 3AREY fager fasmer A & aR s1Ra &t CPC WA 7 Aset ¥ 3R #1 AT B

e The Indian government has reacted sharply to the USCIRF’s annual reports, and
except for once in 2016, it has not allowed its members to visit India.

HRART WIHR & USCIRF Fr arfis Ralet w3 & yfafrar & 7, 31T 2016 #f ssa 39+
USCIRF & WeFdl #t HRA 31t $1 31]ATer 781 ¥

e The USCIRF is currently chaired by academic Stephen Schneck, who was appointed
in 2022 by the Biden administration and describes himself as a “Catholic advocate
in public life for social justice”.

USCIRF & aedTe 3regat Rranfag ¥ 8wt o 8, [Siet 2022 7 a13er Jermdst gann
forgera B o, 3IR S ge o aenfoE Far # fav adefas Sew & v Fafaw
FftraeFar drd gl
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Scheme for pregnant
women is severely

underfund

GS Paper II:

Government Scheme

Z |-

Congress Parliamentary
Party Chairperson Sonia
Gandhi said during Zero
Hour in the Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday that maternity
entitlements under the Na-
tional Food Security Act
(NFSA) were not being ful-
filled, and added that the
budgetary allocation for
the programme was se-
verely low.

The NFSA was passed by
Parliament in September
2013 during the Manmo-
han Singh government.
Ms. Gandhi said the pro-
gramme had been the
foundation for the Prad-
han Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana. The Act includes
maternity entitlement of
%6,000 a child for preg-
nant women in the infor-
mal sector.

She said the Modi go-
vernment had committed
several lapses in imple-

ed: Sonia

menting this provision. In
2017, it launched the Prad-
han Mantri Matru Vandana
Yojana (PMMVY) to fulfil
this entitlement. But it pro-
vides only 5,000 for the
first child, and that is ex-
tended to the second child
also if it is a girl, Ms. Gand-
hi said.

A recent analysis re-
vealed that in the year
2022-23, about 68% preg-
nant women received at
least one instalment of the
PMMVY, but in the very
next year, this proportion
fell drastically to about
12%. “I would like to ask
the Union government
why this was allowed to
happen,” Ms. Gandhi said.

The scheme, she said,
was also “severely under-
funded”, adding that the
full implementation of the
maternity benefit provi-
sion of the National Food
Security Act required an
annual budget of 312,000
crore.
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Scheme for pregnant women is
severely underfunded: Sonia

Ttad Afgat Ar ATar i F
& O Qyor Aer: |

Congress Parliamentary Party Chairperson
Sonia Gandhi said during Zero Hour in the
Rajya Sabha on Wednesday that maternity
entitlements under the National Food
Security Act (NFSA) were not being
fulfilled and that the budgetary allocation
for the programme was severely low.

FAY FHS g 1 3regar Wfaar areft
TUAR $Y TSITHT & YA & SRIT FeT %
USET Ty Y&t FfAfaeT (NFSA) & dgd
ATea a1 [ 161 0 o7 @ 8 3R 30 F1dwa
& fow a9 3rae AT FA 8
3 The NFSA was passed by Parliament in

September 2013 during the Manmohan Singh
government.

NFSA & fdax 2013 # w¥e garT aiie fm arm a1, 519
Heasger g THR aer # oY)

. Ms. Gandhi said the programme had been the

foundation for the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana.
sfiacht el A FET R TE FIHH TUTAFA TG FoAT0T JNSAAT Y AT TET 7

e The Act includes maternity entitlement of ¥6,000 per child for pregnant women in
the informal sector.

3w Jrferfaaer & srdarfea & v wotach Afgenait & forw wfar a2 6,000 F1 Alqgea wmer
Nt ¢

Implementation issues under Modi government

A TIHR & ded FRATTaId I FATIT
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Ms. Gandhi accused the Modi government of lapses in implementing this
provision.

sharelt el F A WER W 57 TEUT F FRAeadT H T I HT AR SA7017|

In 2017, the government launched the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
(PMMVY) to fulfill this entitlement.

2017 #, FIHR & TTAHA AT Fea Attt (PMMVY) & Y AR 38 HTHR 1 1T

o I Jh |
However, PMMVY provides only ¥5,000 for the first child, and extends benefits to the
second child only if it is a girl.

gTalteh, PMMVY Tt a2 & fare &ael 25,000 &lt ¥ 31X qu¥ =2 & forw 75 amer it
foreran ¢ e aF g &l

Decline in scheme coverage

JISToIT & TEd oI ITIcd il arail & fFrae

A recent analysis revealed that in 2022-23, about 68% of pregnant women received
at least one installment of PMMVY.

maﬁgcwmm#wmﬁ;zozz-zs & TIHI 68% YTy AfFe3it FHr
PMMVY & &H & & TF fhed Al

However, in the very next year, this proportion fell drastically to about 12%.
ket 39T €1 Y, Ig T Y PTae & WY Farel 12% T 14T

"l would like to ask the Union government why this was allowed to happen," Ms.
Gandhi said.

"3 &g TR A S Aree § B ar Fat @ e aram, Al aned & e

Severe underfunding of the scheme

IerelT & fore 3rqaiea fad 3mged

Ms. Gandhi stated that the scheme was severely underfunded.

sfiareht arel A FeT fF TE AT 7R T F FA g AR R

She added that full implementation of the maternity benefit provision of the NFSA
required an annual budget of ¥12,000 crore.

3ogiel @hel foh NFSA & ATcd W17 FIaeTel H1 G a¥E o] A & AT 212,000 F(3 FT
aifée dore 3T TF ¢
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Betting and gambling
are State subjects:
Union Minister in LS

GS Paper Il: Center
State Relation

Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Wednesday
said that betting and gam-
bling are State subjects,
while responding to a
question from Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam MP
Dayanidhi Maran in the
Lok Sabha on the issue of
banning gaming sites.
Asking a supplementary
during Question Hour, the-
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam MP had asked said:
“..are you shying away
from your moral responsi-
bility? The State govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu has
banned online gaming.
How long is it going to take
MeitY [ Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology] to ban all the
online sites? Instead of
banning the online sites,
your government is only
increasing the GST for on-
line gaming. Are you being

morally right?”

In response, the Union
Minister said: “...the ho-
nourable Member has no
right to question the moral
authority of the Central go-
vernment. This country
functions on the federal
structure defined by the
Constitution of India. The
Constitution of India plac-
es the moral authority, the
legal authority as per the
three Lists. The list under
which any law can be
created is the responsibili-
ty of the State govern-
ment.” In List 2, Entry 34,
please study the federal
structure. I request the ho-
nourable Member to res-
pect the federal structure
of the country and save the
Constitution...,”

Blocked sites

In reply to another query,
the Union Minister said
1,410 sites had been
blocked following various
complaints.

Betting and gambling are State
subjects: Union Minister in LS

geearall AR ST To T g F
Ay & Aeasm & S 70
Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
on Wednesday said that betting
and gambling are State subjects,
while responding to a question
from Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) MP Dayanidhi Maran in the

Lok Sabha regarding the banning
of gaming sites.

JUAR 1 FAT 7 3Rael dvorg &
drmaeT 7 a5 qAT F3919 (DVK)
TG AT ARA F NA F WA
Fel i weearsh AR SpPrisT g &
v &, Sy AfAer Arsel @ ufaeer
T & ST ATl

e  During Question Hour, Mr. Maran asked
whether the Centre was "shying away from its

moral responsibility” in banning online gaming.

yesTHTel & R, 4 ARG = goT o /g

" Y=Y Afas SFAel @ a9 W1 8 3R aasa
AR 9T Af3aer T F AP W

e He pointed out that Tamil Nadu had
already banned online gaming and questioned

why MeitY (Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology) had not yet
banned all online sites.

3giel aTT foh AR TRFR Tgel &Y AfeTerrget ATHaT o wfdaer o g6 § 3R garer
fora o gatareiiarera iR Fa=T WAy #amerT (MeitY) 3@ & @3t siferegs @gel W
yfaraer 4t o7t oo g
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e Mr. Maran also criticized the government for increasing GST on online gaming
instead of banning it, asking if the government was acting morally right.

A AR ¥ T8 Y 3TATAT ¥ TR AIRR o ATTATST ATRT 9T Ifaaer oo F T SHHT
GST w1 &, 3R qor & rar g Afaw Fr a ad ¥

Union Minister’s Response
ST 7 FT AT

e Mr. Vaishnaw stated that the honourable Member has no right to question the
moral authority of the Central government.

sft dsoTg o gl foh ATAAIT HEET FY g AIHR Y AfahdT I TATT 351 FHT HIS FTAFR
e ¢

o He emphasized that India functions on a federal structure as defined by the
Constitution, and that legislative authority is divided into three Lists.

3egiet SR f&ar o s Wit gar afenfa ve aehr et R 1 FXar 8, Ster faumh
3fsRT w1 e gt 7 oo frarmar

e Betting and gambling fall under Entry 34 of List 2 (State List), making it the
responsibility of the State government.

Feearit A 31 FA-2 (T T F wRAfte 34 F siaeia 3ma § T 75 Uo7 TWER
Y FrFaer el B

e He urged the MP to respect the federal structure of the country and uphold the
Constitution.

3oglel WiAG & e R o a8 o & Tl o &1 WA Y AN A Y @ w)|
Blocked Sites
e Inreply to another question, Mr. Vaishnaw stated that 1,410 sites had been blocked
following various complaints.

Teh 31T U & 3R &, #ft dsora & Fgr & 1,410 A1) ) RffeT Rl & mar  w
gfaefad frar = 2
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Pay Samagra Shiksha dues to States,
committee tells Education Ministry

GS Paper ll:
Government Scheme
NEW DELHI

A parliamentary Standing
Committee has recom-
mended that the Educa-
tion Ministry amicably re-
solve the differences with
West Bengal, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu and settle their
dues of over 34,000 crore
under the  Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) on a
priority basis.

The committee tabled
its report in the Rajya Sab-
ha on Wednesday.

The observations come
at a time when the Centre
and the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment are at logger-
heads over the stoppage of
SSA funds after the State
refused to implement the
three-language  formula
under the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) and sign a
memorandum of under-
standing on PM-SHRI
schools.

“The committee has ta-

The Committee says it is not acceptable to stop Samagra Shiksha
Abhiyan grants to States that did not sign PM SHRI MoU. FILE PHOTO

ken serious note of the
non-release of SSA funds to
certain States that have not
signed MoUs for imple-
mentation of the PM Shri
scheme. The total funds
pending  under this
scheme to the States are
considerable, with over
1,000 crore to West Ben-
gal, ¥859.63 crore to Kera-
la, and %2,152 crore to Ta-
mil Nadu,” said the report
by the Standing Committee

on Education, Women,
Children, Youth and
Sports.

Not justified: report
The Education Depart-
ment informed the com-
mittee that PM SHRI is a
model school scheme de-
veloped under the NEP,
and that the SSA is the pro-
gramme to achieve the
NEP goals.

“This appears to be the

reasoning behind the deci-
sion to halt SSA grants to
States not signing the PM
SHRI MoU. However, this
reasoning is not justified,”
the committee noted.

‘Salaries hit’
The committee said the
SSA predates PM SHRI and
is intended to help States
achieve the targets of the
Right to Education (RTE)
Act. “The RTE is a law duly
passed by Parliament and
confers education as a fun-
damental right on every
child. The SSA, as a
scheme that enforces the
fundamental right-based
RTE, cannot be bypassed
by the NEP, which was an
executive policy state-
ment,” the report noted.
“The withholding of
funds is severely impacting
teachers’ salaries, RTE
reimbursements, and tran-
sportation for students in
remote areas,” the report
noted.

Pay Samagra
Shiksha dues to
States, committee
tells Education
Ministry

A 8T & FhraT
%S TsAT A G,
afafa o fvam
HATAT A gl

A Parliamentary
Standing Committee
has recommended
that the Education
Ministry amicably
resolve differences
with West Bengal,

Kerala, and Tamil Nadu and settle their dues of over ¥4,000 crore
under the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) on a priority basis.

TG Tl FiAfY F e warera FY gera e ¥ 7 ag afRas s,

e 3R AfArereTg & T Al A Wleréad® Gereme A T Rram
HTRAITT (SSA) & dgd T4,000 FUT A HTAF HT TH1T $3 MRS & 3MUR
9 IR AL

e The committee tabled its report in the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday.

FfAf F Tear wr Tewer 7 vl ROk der )

e The observations come at a time when the Centre and Tamil Nadu government are
at odds over the stoppage of SSA funds due to Tamil Nadu's refusal to implement
the three-language formula under the National Education Policy (NEP) and sign

the PM-SHRI MoU.
7% Rle ¥ 7o #F 3m$ ¢ o9 F 3R affrereg TR & T SSA B3 UF B A
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Fa IR FreaT-sit THAY 9T FEAER F @ FARR F |

States' pending dues under SSA
SSA & dgd U=l & T BS

e The committee took serious note of the non-release of SSA funds to certain States
for not signing the MoU for PM-SHRI scheme.

qfAfd & PM-sit At & farw gasilar ATger (MoU) W §FdeR o F¥a & FROT $o Todl
P SSA B8 SARY o HI I 7T Rar Fars|
e The total pending SSA funds include:
SSA ¥ dgd 91T S 5H THK &
o ¥%1,000 crore for West Bengal

gfees Ferrer & faw 21,000 FE
o ¥859.63 crore for Kerala

FTT & fAT T859.63 T
o ¥%2,152 crore for Tamil Nadu

afftees & AT 22,152 F3

Not justified: Report
Hﬁﬁﬁ%: fRare

e The Education Department informed the committee that PM-SHRI is a model school
scheme under NEP, while SSA is meant to achieve NEP goals.

fRrat farsmmer & wfAfY #Y @ fF Pm-sh e fram Aifa (NEP) & @8 v Afsa w1
IISTAT §, SR SSA &1 36820 NEP & o183} &Y UTed T 8|

e The committee, however, disagreed with the justification of halting SSA grants for
States that did not sign the PM-SHRI MoU.

gTelifeh, AR o 37 Tl & foT SSA w8 UFa & 3itfacT #Y srEdisR F &, Segia
PM-# TH3HIY T g ¢t fre|

‘Salaries hit’

e The committee pointed out that SSA predates PM-SHRI and was designed to help
States achieve the targets of the Right to Education (RTE) Act.

wfafa & sarar fF SSA, PM-sit & wga ame fFam arm o7 3iR s@eT 3egeT sl i fem &
SR (RTE) sfAATHT & Faa) & grcd FIa & Agg FIAT ¢
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o It noted that RTE is a law passed by Parliament, whereas NEP is only an executive
policy statement.

afAfa o Ig off gt foh RTE WHE GaRT 9TRA UF FTelel o, Siaish NEP Fdel T FTISHT
N qFaea ¥

e The withholding of SSA funds is severely impacting teachers’ salaries, RTE
reimbursements, and transportation for students in remote areas.

SSA %3 &I Ut & Ratal & daer, RTE wfaqfet, 3R qravrer & a¥a 7 ol & aRagT
3R wTa 93 T 8

Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA)
gHI a1 3rfAAe (SSA)

e Launched in 2018, the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) is an integrated scheme
for school education, covering from pre-school to class XiII.

2018 ® g foraT araT, waar R AT (SSA) Tehiehed At &, St q&-fagamerT @
T X|| T T Fhell A& T Heal I ¢
e Itaims to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels.
SHT 32 FHTAR I WAt Fqoraarget e giARed we g
e The scheme subsumes three previous programs:
38 A1SeT 7 ofiet qaaet HrA garfea fhe are §:
o Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA)

aq a1 ATFATT (SSA)
o Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA)
I ATEAfAS AR 3fAIT (RMSA)
o Teacher Education (TE)
frare a1 (TE)
Objectives
ELoly

e Provide quality education and enhance learning outcomes.
TpoTaaTqeT fRART YeTer AT 3R Hra@ar & aRomsAT & UR F31|

e Bridge social and gender gaps in school education.
fagzTert e & wrnfare 3 AT e & w1 F= |

e Ensure equity and inclusion at all educational levels.

Tt A T W gATTar 3R wETARar g wer)

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page3 2

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e Promote vocationalization of education.
&1 1 SATTATRAFIOT FEraT =T

e Support states in implementing the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education (RTE) Act, 2009.

Tt 1 {3 rfevard fraw &1 srfeR (RTE) srfafaasr, 2009 wmey e # wgar
STl

e Strengthen and upgrade State Councils of Educational Research and Training
(SCERTSs) and District Institutes of Education and Training (DIETs) as nodal
agencies for teacher training.

T A& JreTaeTeT va givaror aRwal (SCERTS) 31N fora Ryat var wftraror weumi
(DIETs) &I fR1&Teh GR1&TOT o ToE HEUTT o T H HoIT R Seeiel et

Implementation

FEATIIT

e Implemented as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme, with the following fund-sharing
patterns:

39 ¥ yrfSra At & ®9 H o1 a1 a7 §, SrEs B |re a1 &7 ded 39 ThR
&
o 90:10 for North-Eastern and Himalayan States
yafer 3 farerh st & faw 90:10
o 60:40 for other States and Union Territories with Legislature
3= U=t 3R el are Fgenfaa vt & fow 60:40
o 100% central funding for Union Territories without Legislature

frenfre IRa Feafla gat & AT 100% FErr &= grwor

Key Features

e frdyand

e Focus on improving quality of education by emphasizing Teachers and
Technology.

fRrarer 3T e o3 ST S Rar $ Joraar FURS 9 e |

o Flexibility for states and UTs to plan and prioritize interventions within the scheme
norms.

T3t 3R Fepnfad veeit w1 A= F AT & i el rafRAFan a7 =
Fadad|
o Preference given to:

ot Y waAFar & s &
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o Educationally Backward Blocks (EBBSs)
dferF w7 & Ra3 sadid (EBBs)

o Left-Wing Extremism (LWE) affected districts

AT 33aE (LWE) yenfaa forer

Special Focus Districts (SFDs)

e wiww forer (SFDs)

o Border areas and Aspirational districts

HaTadt &= il snwiah oo

o

PM-SHRI Scheme
drua-sft Fsrar

e Launched in 2022, the Pradhan Mantri Schools for Rising India (PM-SHRI)
scheme aims to develop over 14,500 schools across India by upgrading existing
schools to exemplify the implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020.

2022 # & HY TS, TUTAHA THed B WA $3AT (PM-SHRI) F1STT A7 &7 14,500
¥ fare Tpal @ e fret Aifa (NEP) 2020 & 3eet Tehell # sgere B

Objectives

ELGly

e Create an inclusive and nurturing environment promoting the well-being and
safety of every student.

YA ©TF I Sl AN &I 1 dg1ar & & v waamaedt 3 drworer ararazor ge |

o Offer diverse learning experiences with access to quality infrastructure and
resources.

Toramrqet A 2 AR daTEl O agT & are Ry Rietor g ver w3

Funding Pattern
iy deet

e 60:40 between the Centre and State Governments and UTs with Legislature
(except J&K).

&g 31K Tt qur fRrenfe arer Fganfaa et (SF-FeAR F ssaR) & € 60:40
e 90:10 for North-Eastern and Himalayan States and UT of J&K.
qafer 3t RaArerdt Teat Ut st FeAR Fanfia wder & v 90:10
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e 100% central funding for Union Territories without Legislature.

frenfre WRa Feafla yet & AT 100% FErRr & grwor|

Duration

afer

e The scheme is scheduled from 2022-23 to 2026-27, after which states/UTs are
responsible for maintaining the achieved benchmarks.

Ig ANSIT 2022-23 F 2026-27 T oI19] 620, S1H a1G Toq/FEenfie Tawr Sred ATt
Y TITC T & T AR gl

Key Features of PM-SHRI Schools
PM-SHRI ¥l #f A&7 fayart

e Focus on holistic student development, including skills like communication,
collaboration, and critical thinking.

ol & AT e W &1, 9 §9R, g3 3R sndaarcas arg s Siere
QAT 1

e Modern facilities such as smart classrooms, computer labs, integrated science
labs, vocational/skill labs, and Atal Tinkering Labs.

TATE FETT, FTYX o, ThIFHd [T TATRATATE, SATTHITASH/FIere o F 3K e
RN Aa St amerfas glaend|

e Emphasis on "green" initiatives like water conservation and waste recycling.
STel HIETOT AR FH=RT Ye<ishor st "gRa ggal W AR

e Competency-based assessments prioritizing learning outcomes and real-life
application of knowledge.

Hea & aftomat sk A & aeafds shaer 7 srquaier & yrafAwar & are awar-
e Hearwe |

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020

Iy fraw +Aifa (NEP) 2020

e The third major revamp of India's education framework after 1968 and 1986 policies.

1968 31 1986 r et & are; farat gt F1 ARy 7371 FUR|

e Introduces a new 5+3+3+4 curricular structure aligned with age groups 3-8, 8-11,
11-14, and 14-18.

3-8, 8-11, 11-14 3R 14-18 a¥ & 3T THEI o TR 5+3+3+4 USTaAT HIAT|
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‘Over half of X1-lakh crore
collected for the welfare of
mining dlstncts not spent’

IGS Paper Il: DMF

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

A first-of-its-kind analysis
of the District Mineral
Foundations (DMF) shows
that despite collecting
about l-lakh crore in the
past decade, more than
half the funds is unspent.

Moreover, the funds are
often diverted to activities
that are not directly linked
to the welfare of mining
districts — a contravention
of the Centre’s guidelines.
The DMFs are non-profit
trusts set up in mining dis-
tricts and tasked with en-
suring that a portion of the
revenues generated from
mining is spent on the de-
velopment of the districts.
They have been esta-
blished in 645 districts
across 23 States.

The funds are often
diverted to activities
that are not directly
linked to the welfare
of mining districts,
says report

The report was pre-
pared by iForest, an inde-
pendent research group.

In 2015, the Centre
launched the Pradhan
Mantri Khanij Kshetra Ka-
lyan Yojana to drive change
in mining-affected areas
through investments in va-
rious developmental pro-
jects. The PMKKKY is im-
plemented through funds
accrued to the DMFs.

Odisha accounts for the
highest share of DMF
funds, about 29% (30,126
crore) of the country’s to-

tal, followed by Chhattis-
garh (14,564 crore) and
Jharkhand (13,791 crore).
“The prime focus of
DMF and PMKKKY is to al-
leviate poverty and depriv-
ation, which requires a ba-
lanced investment in
human resources and in-
frastructure. However, this
balance has not been
achieved in any district.
Consider the example of
Dhanbad. Out of 1,164 pro-
jects sanctioned in Dhan-
bad till 2024, only 1.86
crore have been allocated
for skill development and
livelihood generation. Si-
milarly, in Kendujhar, pro-
ject details evaluated until
2022 show that only about
3.2% of the total alloca-
tions are for livelihood and
skill development pro-
jects,” the authors noted.

Over half of
¥1-lakh crore
collected for
the welfare
of mining
districts not
spent’

G ol &
FIIT & AT
SIeTT 7T 1
AT FNSH Y
3T | O+
m?a%"rgtr

A first-of-its-
kind analysis
of the District
Mineral
Foundations
(DMF) shows
that despite
collecting
about ¥1-lakh
crorein the

past decade, more than half of the funds remain unspent.

e @A B339« (DMF) & Ugd 919 faedwor & gdr o« ¢ f&
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oo gw st 7 T 21 9@ F3 U I+ F ade[g, I & qfaw
YRR @Y LT g%

e Moreover, the funds are often diverted to activities that are not directly linked to
the welfare of mining districts, violating Centre’s guidelines.

% 3TclTaT, AT F 3T ¥ Afafafrat & sen = srar &, et @« orat &
FATT ¥ FIS TcT8T FaE A1 1T, 3 for Fg TR F fEanfadan #1 3eaaeT 8

About District Mineral Foundations (DMFs)
fSreareaiiT @fast B133ee (DMF) & IR &

e DMFs are non-profit trusts established in mining districts to ensure that a portion of
mining revenues is spent on the development of affected districts.

DMF T 3R-amerei) gxe &, o0 @a Sl & e fFar s @, arfss @a e @ wrea
ST F1 v Ear wnfaa et & R 7 sema s

o DMFs have been set up in 645 districts across 23 States.

DMF &Y 23 T=aT & 645 forat & ¥fd fFar =ar &

e The report was prepared by iForest, an independent research group.
Ig RUIE iForest AT ¥ AT WHE GaRT IR 1 715 2|

Pradhan Mantri Khanij Kshetra Kalyan Yojana (PMKKKY)
TUTAH iAo 81 FeAToT Jieter (PMKKKY)

e In 2015, the Centre launched PMKKKY to drive development in mining-affected
areas through investments in various projects.

2015 &, g FWER o PMKKKY AT & AT, [SIHehT 3eced @eter wenfaa &t & Rffer

e aRYsrensit 7 forder & Ameas & guR A
e PMKKKY is implemented through funds accrued to the DMFs.
PMKKKY ST=IT T FT=ad« DMF # Thiad 4= & Aeq#d & Far Sarn g

State-wise share of DMF funds
Tt & DMF %8 T faxor
e Odishaaccounts for the highest share of DMF funds with ¥30,126 crore (29% of the
total funds).
3N F U Fa@ HAF DMF 63 8, ST 230,126 FUF (FeT UATA FT 29%) &
e Chhattisgarh has ¥14,564 crore and Jharkhand has ¥13,791 crore in DMF funds.

SIS & 9T T14,564 FU3 31X ARG & 99 13,791 FUF HT DMF G &1
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Issues with fund allocation
%S ATded A AEATT

e The primary focus of DMF and PMKKKY is to alleviate poverty and deprivation,
which requires a balanced investment in human resources and infrastructure.

DMF 3R PMKKKY #T §&T 3gged aid 31 3r311a &1 w1 &%en 8, foress faw arere
T AR giAar) o F wgfea fader sravae B

e However, this balance has not been achieved in any district.
gTelifer, T§ Heret et off forer o a1ffrer 7l R aram

e Example: Dhanbad

o Out of 1,164 projects sanctioned in Dhanbad till 2024, only ¥1.86 crore was
allocated for skill development and livelihood generation.

2024 % yaaTg # FIHd 1,164 TRASIHT & F Fao T1.86 FU3 Hierd AFma
3R 3mshfaeT goret & fore smafee fmar arm

e Example: Kendujhar

o As of 2022, only about 3.2% of the total DMF allocations were spent on
livelihood and skill development projects.

2022 T & 33T & AR, Fo DMF ITaeeT 7 Faer 3.2% & smshiasr 3
wlerer frsra a3t ov @ v arm|
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The CBSE's ‘two-exam scheme’ overcomplicates things

|GS Paper II: Education Sector |
T he draft scheme by the Central Board of

Secondary Education (CBSE) to allow,

from 2026, students of Class 10 to take
their board examinations twice in an academic
session (tentatively scheduled for
February/March and in May) has been positioned
as a student-friendly reform aligned with the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. The
proposed shift, titled “Draft Scheme for Two
Examinations, Class X from 2026”, is meant to
reduce the immense pressure on students, offer
them an additional opportunity to improve their
scores, and move towards a more holistic
assessment model. On paper, this seems to be a
progressive step, but a closer look at the draft
policy reveals several operational, financial, and
pedagogical concerns that could ultimately make
the system more cumbersome rather than more
effective.

Logistical issues, more stress

While the NEP 2020 calls for a shift towards
conceptual learning and competency-based
assessment, the CBSE’s draft policy focuses
primarily on scheduling and logistics. The draft
states that board exams will test ‘core
capacities/competencies rather than months of
coaching and memorization’, but it remains
unclear how question papers will be redesigned
to reflect this shift. Without further clarity there
is a risk that the emphasis on multiple
examinations may still lead to ‘coaching-driven
preparation’ rather than genuine conceptual
learning. Instead of reducing student anxiety, this
reform might result in students preparing
intensively for two rounds of examinations rather
than one, exacerbating rather than alleviating the
burden.

The logistical demands of implementing this
scheme are daunting. The CBSE’s own data
projects that 26.6 lakh students will appear for
the Class 10 examinations in 2026. With two
examination cycles, the number of answer scripts
for evaluation will exceed 1.72 crore. Managing
this scale effectively requires a vast pool of
evaluators and a system that ensures uniform
grading standards.

The overlap with the Class 12 examinations
(‘about 20 lakh students in 2026’) adds another
layer of administrative complexity, stretching

Jehosh Paul

is a lawyer and
research consultant

The CBSE's draft
scheme for
Class 10
students seems
progressive but
a closer look
raises
operational,
financial and
pedagogical
concerns

school resources and placing an additional
burden on the teachers responsible for
evaluation. Schools will have to conduct multiple
examinations for the same subjects at different
times, secure and manage question papers across
multiple test windows, and ensure fairness in the
allocation of examination dates. All of this could
become a significant logistical challenge.

The policy also raises questions on whether
the proposed time gap between the two
examinations would be sufficient for meaningful
remediation. For example, students who do not
perform well in February will have only about
two months to prepare for the second attempt in
May. This short window makes it difficult for
students to make a genuine effort to improve
their conceptual understanding. Without
structured remedial support from schools, many
may just attempt to re-memorise material rather
than addressing fundamental gaps in their
learning. This contradicts the NEP’s stated vision
of reducing dependence on rote learning and
fostering deeper understanding.

The issue of examination fees and equity
The financial implications of this scheme could
also disproportionately affect economically
weaker students. The policy mandates an
enhanced (and non-refundable) examination fee
to be collected at the time of registration,
covering both examination attempts. This means
that students who are confident about appearing
only once will still have to pay for two
examinations, imposing an unnecessary financial
burden. For students from marginalised
backgrounds, this cost increase could be a
significant barrier, contradicting the NEP’s
broader goal of equitable education. If private
coaching centres begin capitalising on the
two-examination format by offering specialised
coaching for the second attempt, the policy might
further entrench inequalities in educational
access.

‘The impact of this scheme on school calendars
and the transition to Class 11 also requires further
scrutiny. If results for the second examination are
only declared by June-end, this compresses the
admission cycle for higher secondary education.
Schools typically begin their academic session in
April or May, which means that students awaiting

the second examination results might face delays
in securing admission or finalising subject
streams. This could create confusion for both
students and school administrators, particularly
in States where Class 11 admissions are already a
competitive and tightly scheduled process.

What should be done

If the CBSE genuinely wants to align itself with the
NEP’s vision, it must go beyond logistical
restructuring and ensure that competency-based
assessments are effectively implemented. A
structured remedial programme should be
integrated between the two examinations so that
students who perform poorly in the first attempt
have a real chance at improvement rather than
just getting another opportunity to attempt the
same test. The examination fee structure should
be revised to ensure that students who opt for
only one attempt are not penalised financially.

‘While there are reports that a pilot is under
way in 30 schools in the science and social
science subjects, where students are being
assessed internally at two levels based on their
choice, the ultimate design of the policy must still
undergo a thorough review of these pilot
outcomes. Any broader implementation should
be in phases, beginning with additional pilot
programmes in different regions. A trial phase in
varied contexts would allow policymakers to
assess practical challenges, refine logistics and
gather feedback from schools, teachers and
students before expanding it to the national level.
Without such a phased approach, the scale of this
change could lead to serious administrative
challenges that disrupt rather than improve the
board examination system.

The intention behind the reform is
commendable, but intent alone is not enough. A
scheme of this magnitude requires careful
planning, clear communication, and a genuine
commitment to shifting India’s assessment
culture towards holistic and meaningful learning.
As it stands, the CBSE’s two-examination policy
risks becoming another bureaucratic overhaul
that increases complexity without addressing the
core issues that plague India’s school examination
system.

The views expressed are personal

The CBSE’s ‘two-exam scheme’ overcomplicates things

CBSE & 'aY qiaT Aot et & 310 Jfed aardr &

The CBSE has proposed a new exam scheme from 2026, allowing
Class 10 students to take board exams twice a year (tentatively in
February/March and May).

CBSE & 2026 ¥ Us a1 &1 A1 y¥difad 1 8, FaF dgd &M 10 F
O W # & R 913 98T & dhd ¢ (F1fad ¥ & wad/am 3k 7 )|
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e This is positioned as a student-friendly reform aligned with NEP 2020, aiming to
reduce student pressure and offer an additional opportunity to improve scores.

S8 BT & AT e YUR F T A Teqd a1 1ar 8, St I fyaw Aifer (NEP) 2020
& IHTET & 3N BT F qaTa P FH FIA T Hh1 H FUR F1 0F JfaRaFa sraaw & &1
358 @I ¢ |

o However, the policy presents several operational, financial, and pedagogical
challenges, making the system more cumbersome rather than effective.

glefifen, 39 afer 7 F$ ey, faei aikv erfores gatforar &, S yomelr =1 srftr wamah
Tolot F T AT &1 GFal!

Logistical issues and increased stress
difarfees gotfaar 3R agar dara

e The policy aims to shift towards conceptual learning and competency-based
assessment, but it lacks clarity on how guestion papers will be redesigned.

IE I FTURVIEAF (conceptual) W@t 31T GaTaT-3meTRa AediasT I AR TR
BT T &Y TWA ¢, olfhe] SHH I TUSC g1 ¢ o e Tl &1 Y Tt e
ST |

e Without a clear change in question patterns, students may still rely on coaching and
rote learning, defeating the purpose of the reform.

T UeeT H TISE St o foaAT, T 3reft oft AIfRer 3 e W AR @ awa &, Saa s
YR T 367 Tathel &1 Hehell B |

¢ Instead of reducing stress, students may feel pressured to prepare for two sets of
exams instead of one, leading to increased exam anxiety.

TITd &I A F & Gl BTAT HI T & AT &1 THET3 HiY A X F7 ga19 7qH
T ¢, TSad gfietr 1 R 96 T ¢

Challenges in implementation
Fraleads & gatfaar

e The CBSE estimates that 26.6 lakh students will appear for Class 10 exams in
2026.

CBSE &1 He[AT ¢ fF 2026 # &1 10 i 9diat # 26.6 ar@ o1 anfdrer gior|

e With two exam cycles, the number of answer scripts will exceed 1.72 crore,
requiring a massive workforce for evaluation.

& qieT =whi & HROT, JaT GRETHIHT AT TEAT 1.72 FA3 & A g sreet, oraa
HAediwa & forw adt wea # qdates! 1 sraegFar gl
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e The overlap with Class 12 exams (with 20 lakh students in 2026) adds
administrative complexity and burdens teachers responsible for evaluation.

HETT 12 Y TR&TTHT (2026 H 20 AT STA) F AT YN&TT T THa, TAHAF SAfeardnsit 1
9T T ¢ 3R AT & v AR Remel w sfaRe gama sta aFar g

e Schools will need to conduct multiple exams for the same subjects, manage
guestion papers securely, and ensure fair allocation of exam dates.

TRl B 0F @ Fw Y 78 e srafora Fa gioft, gear wE F JiEa w7 & gaftdT
FTAT g1, 3 gt fafdt &1 frsaer smaes gfafad s g

Limited time for meaningful improvement

3t 3 R & e A wo

e Students who do not perform well in the February exams will have only two months
to prepare for the May attempt.

ST ST BIE Y T8I H BT IGAT 81 X ITdd, 3% I A TIH A 9 & e
ad ar A gt |

e This short window may not allow for genuine conceptual improvement, and students
may resort to rote learning again.

I FTUROTHAF UK (conceptual improvement) & fare wated o aigt &am, 3R o1
T & Teat (rote learning) T 91T &) T d &1

e Without structured remedial support from schools, the policy contradicts NEP
2020’s vision of reducing rote learning.

THell ¥ SR URTeA® WeTaaT (remedial support) & f@r, g shifar NEP 2020 & et
YR F F F & 78T F1 AT FIA R

The issue of examination fees and equity
q&T e IR TATAAT HT Hear

e The financial burden of the two-exam scheme could disproportionately affect
economically weaker students.

S-TY&TT AT 7 fa aier s T @ FAGR SET F1 HAATT T & THIAT F Fhdl
gl

o Students must pay an enhanced (non-refundable) exam fee at the time of
registration, covering both attempts, even if they wish to appear only once.

ST Y YSN0T & FHT Ueh 7T g1 (IR-ATaHY A7) ThET Yok &1 g9, SiY alell warat
FT HaT HM, TS § T Fao TF a0 THETT a7 =91

e Thisimposes an unnecessary financial burden, especially on students from
marginalized backgrounds, contradicting the NEP’s goal of equitable education.
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I UF AT faeiiy Sst sterar ¢, A9y & & 3R qeasfA & ol W, S NEP &
AT T8I & o187 71 fAer FI3ar 2

e Private coaching centers may exploit the two-exam format, offering specialized
coaching for the second attempt, further increasing educational inequality.

Tt IR WeX &)-T T IReT 7 o9t 33T Feha €, gAY W & v Ry FifReT vae
X, Toraw e & 3rqAerar 3 9¢ gl ¢

Impact on school calendars and Class 11 admissions
Tl HeisT 3T FaT 11 Jaer 91 gorma

o Ifresults for the second exam are declared by June-end, it compresses the
admission cycle for Class 11, leading to delays in securing admissions and
selecting subject streams.

e gad ot & aRomH ST & I aF ST RTS8, A I8 eI 11 & Jaer T B
THTAT F TFaT ¢, a8 vaer ure i fawr woer 7 o @Y w2

e Schools typically start the academic session in April or May, meaning students
waiting for second exam results might face uncertainty.

Tepeil H HTACR T e a1 A F 71 T L& &1 1T ¢, FSTad qud wdetm & aRomy
SASR Y I¢ BTET 1 AARTTAT HT FIHAT FIAT 95 THaAT 2|

e This could create confusion among students and administrators, particularly in
States where Class 11 admissions are already highly competitive.

Ig STl AR TR TATH F FAT 8197 YT FX WhelT ¢, TAAY &9 A 37 AT H ST e 11
H yaer ggd ¥ &Y v yfawaedt 8

What should be done?
FI1 TRt ST TIfge?

e The CBSE should focus on competency-based assessments rather than just
logistical restructuring.

CBSE & %ad dlioliecs GaTd Fial & i1, ZaTdT-3TeTRa HedidT (competency-

based assessments) 9T €T ST AIRT|

e A structured remedial program should be introduced between the two exams, so
students genuinely improve their understanding instead of just repeating the test.

ar gdiemat & T v SR URTeHF FR-FA (remedial program) @1y fwam s
afRe, arfh o1 R adeT Qe & oI A9+l FAH F IS 9§ GUR 95|

e The examination fee should be revised, ensuring that students who opt for only one
attempt are not financially penalized.
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Pilot programs are currently being conducted in 30 schools, assessing students at
two levels in science and social science subjects.

TAAT H 30 THall A YA FREAFH 9 W@ o, ol 19T 3 qraATiore farammer fawat 3 ar
TRl 9T BT HT HedweT a1 o1 W@ 8

The final policy must be thoroughly reviewed based on pilot outcomes before full-
scale implementation.

3ifasr Afe 1 qof FrITaTer F gger e aROmEAT F TR 9 T avE § wHeT i e
Tifge]

A phased implementation is necessary, starting with additional pilot programs in
different regions to refine logistics and gather feedback from schools, teachers, and
students.

TUTIEY FMAIA (phased implementation) 3TaRde §, for rerar-3rerer &a1
sifaRed Taae FRFAT & W19 O B s e, aifs difefeears # sgar semar o
T 3R Fpelt, Rraret sttt o & afafsear grod 6 o a9

Final Thoughts
sy

While the intention behind the reform is commendable, its execution requires
better planning, clear communication, and a genuine shift towards holistic
learning.

3 FUR ¥ A1 FT ST FUGAIT 8, Hfehe] W THTA ST F 1] FI F fAT dgaw e,

TS HUR, 3 AT (holistic) &I HY M TF adia® deaTd T HTaTFHdT &

As it stands, the two-exam policy risks becoming a bureaucratic burden, adding
complexity without solving core issues in India’s examination system.

FdA FRufa &, a-gden AN v werafas sy a7 TFhdl &, S AR Y gdiadr yormre
A GAFAT3T I g 0 o= srfeerar a1 w9l ¥
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Whittling down sources of U.S. soft power

Soft power is defined as ‘the use of positive attraction and persuasion to achieve foreign policy objectives.

T

WORLD INSIG]

Suhasini Haidar

ince assuming office for the
second time in January 2025, U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
directives, especially on foreign
policy, have been projected as power
moves as part of the plan to put “America
First” and to “Make America Great
Again”. However, these actions are also
cutting at the roots of influence in
the world that make up its ‘soft power’.

Soft power is defined as “the use of
positive attraction and persuasion to
achieve foreign policy objectives” - an
economic, cultural and values-based
measure as opposed to the military or
coercive nature of ‘hard power’.

A look at five major sources of the U.
influence on the world or its ‘soft power’,
and how they are impacted by the Trump
administration’s recent moves:

Alliances: Since the Second World
War, the formation of the “Five Eyes
Alliance” for intelligence sharing in 1946,
and the formation of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) in 1949, the
U.S’s hard power but also its soft power
has multiplied. Yet, a number of Mr.
‘Trump’s statements appear to be
weakening the U.S.s image amongst its
allies. From his territorial claims on
Greenland, a semi-autonomous region
that is part of Denmark, or his case for
annexing Canada, to his unilateral actions
in the Russia-Ukraine war — all have been
at odds with the policies of the U.SJs
European allies, where U.S. soft power is
the highest.

Additionally, Mr. Trump has criticised
the U.S.s alliance treaty with Japan as
“unequal”, and his praise for North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, with whom
he shares a “great relationship”, has led to
misgivings in Tokyo and Seoul. Adverse
comments by a Trump nominee on the
AUKUS agreement (a trilateral security
pact between Australia, the UK. and the
U.S.) have also raised questions in
Australia. While all of these are just
statements at present and not hard
action, they are still straining ties between
the U.S. and its closest friends, while
empowering those U.S. had declared its
“strategic rivals” . These moves bring into
question just how committed the U.S. will
be to groupings which aren’t even
alliances, like the Quad, which India will
host this year. Meanwhile, the Trump
administration’s full-fledged backing to
the Israeli bombardment of Gaza, as well
as plans to redevelop it, is causing the U.S.
to lose support in countries of the Global
South.

USAID: The attack by the
‘Trump-appointed Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE), led by
Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk, on
Americ: istance programme — the
United States Agency for International
Development or USAID — has axed
another source of U.S. influence in the
world. In a matter of weeks, decade-old
programmes of the USAID have been
slashed down, with only about 17% of
programmes being spared. With $35
billion in appropriations, of which about a
third was allocated to sub-Saharan Africa,
USAID distributed more than $24 billion
to humanitarian, health, agriculture and
education programmes, with the rest
being used for governance and
administration. While many dependent
on USAID funds have decried the los:
others, including in countries like India,
have hailed the curtailment of USAID
programmes, as they were seen as
political instruments to further U.S.

trade, education, immigration and foreign aid. is now looking at a decline of its global influence
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Open defiance: Protesters rally outside the Rhode Island State House in support of deported Brown University professor Dr. Rasha Alawieh, on March 17. A

interests.

Both would be in agreement, however,
that USAID furthered American influence,
and the Trump administration’s actions
against it won't just reduce that influence
— it also means that all such U.S.
programmes in the future would be eyed
with suspicion in recipient countries.

In addition, moves to gut iconic U.S.
agencies, including think tanks like the
U.S. Institute of Peace, and the Wilson
Center, as well as federally funded media
like Voice of America, Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) and Radio
Free Asia (RFA) will constrain
Washington's global messaging as well.

Trade: Mr. Trump’s “reciprocal tariffs”
planned for April 2 as part of his “war on
tariffs” are a blow to the U.S.'s reputation
as a champion of free trade and
globalisation ever since 1945. At the time,
the U.S. had come through a severe
regime of protectionism and high taxes
known as the Smoot-Hawley tariffs of
1930, which had hit the U.S. economy in
the Great Depression years. Post-1945,

J its economic power by
1.S. goods around the world.

While it continued to push for lower
tariffs worldwide, Washington supported
the creation of the World Trade
Organization (WTO) which incorporated
the concerns of the developing world,
through the Uruguay Rounds, by building
a level-playing field through tariffs. In
2005, in the Doha round, the U.S.
proposed a “tariff free world by 2015”.
However, it has been growing more
protectionist in the past decade. Mr.
Trump’s plan for reciprocal tariffs now
would not only cause untold damage to
trade levels with many countries,
experts, it will also test U.S.'s credibility as
a trade partner.

As the U.S. pushes for a bilateral trade
agreement with India, negotiators must
watch closely how it treats pre-existing
Free Trade Agreement partners like
Canada, Mexico, and Australia.

Immigration: Given that native
Americans make up less than 3% of the
U.S's total population, the US is a nation
of immigrants. It has served as a beacon
for those from other countries seeking a
better life for the last few centuries,
symbolised by the inscription on the
Statue of Liberty: “Give me your tired,
your poor, your huddled masses yearning
to breathe free”.

U.S. immigrants are in every part of its
corporate and government echelons,
adding to America’s reputation as a
“melting pot” that welcomes diversity.
The Trump administration’s rejection of
Diversity Equity Inclusion (DED policies in
recent weeks will have repercussions on
that image abroad, as will visuals of
soldiers deporting thousands of illegal
migrants, shackled and aboard military
planes; new curbs on legal migration;
heightened scrutiny at airports for H-IB
and Green Card holders; as well as Mr.
Trump’s executive order on banning
citizenship by birth, which is currently
being heard by the Supreme Court.

Education: Finally, there is the most
potent source of U.S. soft power — the
American university, a place for a
comprehensive education and a bastion
of free thinking and speech that has
attracted youth from around the world for
decades. Admission into U.S. universities
is an aspirational goal for most societies,
including their influential and powerful
elites. The U.S. ranks at the top of the
Higher Education Policy Institute’s “Soft
Power Index”, that looks at how many
current leaders (defined as Monarchs,
Presidents, Prime Ministers) have been
educated in countries other than their
own.

The Trump administration’s
crackdown on student protestors, arrests
and forced deportations of foreign
students believed to be involved in
protests, and withdrawal of funding to
universities unless they comply to a
government-approved SOP for student

activism, will impact foreign student
footfalls. In Mr. Trump’s first tenure, the
U.S. had dropped in its rankings
year-on-year in the Soft Power 30 ranking
report and saw fewer foreign students
arrive.

The decline in influence

In his book Bound to Lead, which came
out in the early 90s, Joseph Nye, the
political scientist credited with the term
“soft power”, wrote that the events of
preceding years, including the fall of the
Soviet Union, the reunification of
Germany, and the first Gulf war proved
that the “United States remained the only
country with significant hard power and
soft power resources,” theorising that
these would ensure the U.Ss place as the
world’s most influential power. In a more
recent article in the Financial Times last
week, however, Mr. Nye is pessimistic
about the future of U.S. influence as a
consequence of Mr. Trump’s “truncated
view of power, limited to coercion and
transactions”, concluding that U.S. soft
power will suffer in the next few yea
Some have drawn parallels to China’s
deployment of “wolf warrior” diplomacy
in the 2010s, coupled with aggressions
against neighbours, and the unilateral
implementation of its Belt and Road
Initiative, that eventually lost it more
friends than it gained.

Mr. Nye concedes that Mr. Trump is not
solely responsible for this turn in U.S.
policies, which are widely popular at
present, and warns that the
administration will face “checks and
balances” in the form of the judiciary,
public opinion turning, and the Senat
races of 2026.

New Delhi may be better advised to
pace its negotiations with the U.S., rather
than to give Washington concessions and
make compromises now that may not be
required if the Trump administration is
tempered by those checks, and the fall in
U.S. soft power.

Whittling down sources of U.S. soft power
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Since the Second World War,
the formation of the “Five Eyes
Alliance” for intelligence
sharing in 1946, and the
formation of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) in
1949, the U.S.’s hard power but
also its soft power has
multiplied.

In his book Bound to Lead,
Joseph Nye, the political
scientist credited with the term
“soft power”, wrote that the
events of preceding years,
including the fall of the Soviet
Unien, the reunification of
Germany, and the first Gulf war
proved that the “United States
remained the only country with
significant hard power and soft
power resources,” theorising
that these would ensure the
U.S.’s place as the world’s most
influential power.
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USAID furthered American
influence, and the Trump
administration’s actions
against it won't just reduce
that influence — it also means
that all such U.S. programmes
in the future would be eyed
with suspicion in recipient
countries,
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Soft power is defined as the use of positive attraction and persuasion
to achieve foreign policy objectives, rather than military or coercive
force.

HIFE YT’ ! FFRIcHAS HTHIOT I 90T & Areaa & fageh Aifa & sgdear
FY ITod FLT F T H TR 5 F7am §, 1 A7 a1 TS garg &
ol 31

e The U.S. traditionally expanded its soft power through alliances, trade, education,
immigration, and foreign aid, but recent policies under President Donald Trump
are leading to its decline.

IANFT ¥ IRINF T A Toae=), AR, Rer, yargsT it Qe ggar & areaw @
YT Five 9T} &1 fAEaR T, difers Isgafar siares g i gifear Aifaat & Fror ga#
Ec 3T W d

Alliances
TS

e The U.S. strengthened its global influence after World War Il through alliances like
"Five Eyes" (1946) and NATO (1949).

gfacirr fea geer & are, IraARaT & " ®18a AT (1946) AR NATO (1949) S raaer=t

¥ ATEAH W 39T IRTF w3 TR
e Trump’s recent statements have strained relations with key allies:
<9 & I STl A Y@ WANAT & WY WU} F FAAR AT
o Territorial claims on Greenland and Canada have caused friction with
European allies.

Merels 3T FerrsT W &R g/ JUdT TRl & 6y Jelra e W @ 2

o Criticism of the U.S.-Japan alliance as "unequal" has raised concerns in
Tokyo.

IANET-SATITT ST FY " HAATT" FEFT T o AFAT F R qer dr
o Praise for North Korea’s Kim Jong Un has unsettled South Korea.
IR FINGT & e AT 37 F verar 3 gfor FINET i srwesr F RAT R
o Comments on the AUKUS agreement have caused unease in Australia.
AUKUS g#sid ot feoafora sireeforar & sradiy der s @ &
e The Trump administration’s full backing of Israel’s actions in Gaza has cost the
U.S. support in the Global South.

AT A SR Y FRAEAT & T 7 werwer F Qo gad= & 3R i vollae a3y &
AT IAATIST &
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USAID (United States Agency for International Development)
AN ARSI A v (USAID)

e The Trump administration, led by the Department of Government Efficiency
(DOGE), has significantly reduced USAID’s global influence.

<9 FRATH o AIHR G&TAT FA9er (DOGE) & aqed # USAID & 3fRae werra Y 1y a1
T @

e Only 17% of USAID programs remain, cutting essential humanitarian aid:
USAID & Hde 17% FAHH 99 8, T80 HecdquT AT HETIdl FeAfad &1 Bl &

o $35 billion in appropriations, with one-third allocated to sub-Saharan
Africa.

$35 faforaer 1 goic, UH vH-fAgE 39-TgRT 3rheT & farw am

o $24 billion was directed toward health, agriculture, and education
programs.

$24 faferga Tareew, $W 3R e FriwAT & fAw smafed an

e Countries like India had mixed reactions, as some saw USAID as a tool to push U.S.
interests.

AR AR et 7 Fref-Spelt fafsrar o, #3ifh Fo o7 USAID 1 3R yerra aerel &

39T & &F H T
o Eliminating USAID programs weakens U.S. influence and makes future aid efforts
more suspect.

USAID FRIEAT ) TATCT I F IANST 7 TH1T FAK aiar & 31T srfdsy & 39
HETIAT F) Teg T AR ¥ 38T SATTam|

e The Trump administration is also cutting funding to U.S. think tanks like the
Wilson Center and federally funded media like Voice of America and Radio Free
Europe.

2T g IARE A% ) (S Rewsr dex) 3ik aeir fae it #Aifzar (o atgw 3ie
3R 3T 1A ot Q) it G oft FATCT IR @R

Trade Policies and Global Standing
AR sfaar 3R dRas gfaser

e The U.S. has historically promoted free trade and globalization, but Trump’s
"reciprocal tariffs" policy threatens this reputation.

IARFT F MaerT w7 & Fqaa saar 3R dedfiaor F qgrar Raw 8, i ga iy
"IREIRF e Aifa 3@ ufaser # @a¥ 7 st @ g

e April 2 marks the start of Trump’s "war on tariffs", which could harm U.S. credibility
as a trade partner.

2 3Tl &1 U A "RE Ferr A o gl TTrad 3rAReHT Hr AR aefieR & &9 A
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fIeageirar ganfad & et B

e The U.S. once championed global free trade:
AR Ff AT FFa SATIR F1 wHF o

o Post-1945: Advocated for lower tariffs worldwide.
1945 ¥ d1e: gferar o)X F w1 SR & forw wardar feam

o Founded the World Trade Organization (WTO) and led the Uruguay Rounds.
fea saTaR Hereer (WTO) i w9 i 31 359 gk &1 Aqea fami

o Proposed a "tariff-free world by 2015" in the Doha Round (2005).
2005 # 2T g & gRrer " 2015 aF SR FqFa faea ywarfaa fram

e Recent protectionist policies could damage global trade levels and trust in U.S.
partnerships.

gl Y HIETOTATEY Afaar 3RS SR T 3R 3ARE wEiedy 7 e # gawaner
g W ¢

Conclusion: The Decline of U.S. Soft Power
sy 3RS dive yraT & AREe

e The Trump administration’s foreign policy choices are eroding U.S. soft power.
e werrHa Y fagelt A s aive gra FY FASAR T W E

o Weakened alliances, reduced foreign aid, and protectionist trade policies are
reversing decades of diplomatic progress.

FHAR I Teaya, e el gerrar 3R wwerorard) sarr Aife gaet #1 geafas
yarfaY &1 3e W 8

e The U.S.risks losing its credibility as a global leader, creating opportunities for
strategic rivals like China and Russia.

IANFT ARTF AGT F T F 319+ Aegwaiaar @ F @A # ¢, Gog N ik
orsfifare ufegdefadl #Y saT e e §1

Bilateral Trade Agreement with India

R & A1y gfAveiir s wwstar

e The U.S.is pushing for a bilateral trade agreement with India.
IANFT 9N F Y 0F gRAveT AR gaAsta A fan & g W@

e Negotiators must closely monitor how the U.S. treats its pre-existing Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) partners like Canada, Mexico, and Australia.
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ATATFRI $Y CATAYIF @1 A1fev B 3ARFT 3 Aiser A samr @wsilar (FTA)
HTNERY, S B Farrst, AfFwa ik sireefor & ary S sqagR F w8

Immigration and U.S. Identity

Yara AR 3ARET Y gga

Less than 3% of the U.S. population consists of Native Americans, making the U.S.
a nation of immigrants.

IANFT Y FoT FTAHEAT A 7 IARFT (Native Americans) HY H&aT 3% F A FA L,
f9R I8 U Tarflal &7 Use IoTdT B

The Statue of Liberty symbolizes the U.S. as a haven for immigrants seeking a
better life.

w3 foradt srafia 7 yarfaat & v o 3ms vae & w9 # gafdt @, o dger
SAraet Y erer 7 3 ¢

The Trump administration's rejection of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI)
policies is harming this image.

T WRITHeT garT fafderar, @ateTar 3R WA (DEI) At 1 3edleR w3 56 ofd
T TgT 6T 2

Deportations of illegal migrants in shackles on military planes, new curbs on legal

migration, and strict scrutiny at airports for H-1B and Green Card holders worsen this
perception.

I-Frepett warfit @1 afgat # Swsat e Reet @ el w3, S yawT ) ae
gfaee, 3% ga1$ 3r38f W H-1B 3R et F1F ar*i A g&d v @ s Fr IR @TWE FT
W

Trump’s executive order banning birthright citizenship (under Supreme Court
review) could further diminish the U.S.'s appeal as an immigration-friendly nation.

S T TATAGY ARTRESAT 9T AT ST ATelT FIRAFRY A2 (ST FHA FE A framrefier
?) AR F yarae-fed sy # it FAR FFFA

Education as a Source of Soft Power

a1 3N Y e et F1 T

American universities have been a major source of U.S. soft power, attracting
global talent and leaders.

AR Freafagarer 3mfeT 1 wive ara #1 va T @ Wi 1 8, i dRaw gfesmai sk
Adrat Y T FF F

The U.S. ranks highest in the Higher Education Policy Institute’s “Soft Power
Index” due to the presence of many world leaders educated in the U.S.
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la

3o fram AfS F¥>=T (Higher Education Policy Institute) & "HI¥e q1aT 39" &
IANFT MY TIF T, w’iﬁ#ﬁeaﬁmaﬁﬁw#fﬂfﬁag&r%l

The Trump administration’s crackdown on student protestors and forced
deportations of foreign students will likely impact international student enroliment.

<9 FUTHT ART BT FeATHIAT 9T FRars 3K fadeft smEl & sraver arae § siawrsdT
STl T ATATH T & Thell B

U.S. universities saw a decline in foreign students during Trump's first tenure,
leading to a drop in the Soft Power 30 ranking.

9 & qgd FRFT A IANS Rreafagzrerar # Rgh sml i s # fRrae 3 o€,
forad " |ive qra¥ 30 I & 3ANHT T T A= =reT 13w a7l

The Decline of U.S. Influence

IANFT & gA419 A PFRrac

Joseph Nye, who coined the term “soft power,” previously argued that the U.S.
would remain the most influential power due to its combination of hard and soft
power.

ANAF AT, gl " Wi qraT” 2sq FI MM, gol d &d I fF FoR 3k TiFe qrax &
AN & FROT HANET TIH TG AfFT T7 I

In a recent Financial Times article, Nye warns that Trump’s transactional and
coercive view of power is weakening U.S. soft power.

T & H BISATAT TT3FT & WG AT A AdTaer &Y fF T HT A-3o7 el 3iv
FERGEAT aTeT TToEHIOT FANFT FY FIFE I F FASAR HI @ ¢

The comparison with China’s “Wolf Warrior” diplomacy suggests that aggressive
unilateral actions can alienate allies rather than strengthen influence.

et it "go AT FeaAla Y Jorar gl § f T Thawr Frargar geaal
Y 37T FT Hehell §, TSI THTT TGTA & |

Trump's policies are currently popular in the U.S., but checks and balances from
the judiciary, public opinion, and 2026 Senate races may temper their impact.

IANFT A &7 Fr Afaar regrar AFRT &, AfFa =aramfas, saa 3K 2026 & diae
TATAT § Tl detel Y HHTAT B

India’s Strategy in U.S. Relations
IANET F T HRT $ e

India should adopt a cautious approach in trade negotiations with the U.S., given
the uncertain trajectory of U.S. soft power.
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TfEHIT 319aTeT TR v

Rather than making premature compromises, India should wait for potential policy
shifts influenced by institutional checks and balances.

STegarsl # FHSANT FA & T, AR H FEATTT =01 3T wqerer @ wenfaa wenfaa
AfaeTa SeaTal FT SdTR FIAT 1T

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il1: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)

1

Panel seeks comprehensive review of GST framework
el o SUHET e Y g AHET Y FATT Y

Non-performing assets of banks at multi-year low due to
govt. measures, says Sitharaman

TIHRT 3UTEAT F FROT dopl 1 A-fAsmfea aRmaf=r (NPA)
% qul & fage TR W HaRAT

New data keeps the search for rare subatomic mystery
going

TS SATAHINAT Gl IY-IIATY] TGET Y BT Y AR @it 3

. Going electric

gAfFed aTge HY=Te Y e F wew

. The Issue of Quality in India’s Scientific Publications

T # AATAF TR Y J0TaT FHT HEGT

. The Role of Communities in Conserving Water

STel §YATOT H WHETAT Y $fAHT

. Malhotra advises caution in battling money laundering

AT A HAl AT A ASA H AT Sda Y TelTg &
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Panel seeks comprehensive
review of GST framework

PAC urges Finance Ministry to simplify GST regime by eliminating unnecessary procedures; it calls

for a transparent refund mechanism, fairer penalty structures, use of Al for revenue projections

|GS Paper IlI:
LalatlTaxation Reform

MUMBAI

atting for a simpli-
B fied goods and ser-
vices tax (GST) re-

gime, Parliament’s Public
Accounts Committee (PAC)
has recommended that the
Finance Ministry under-
take a comprehensive re-
view of the GST framework
to identify and eliminate
unnecessary procedures
and requirements that
complicate compliance.

This includes streamlin-
ing the return filing pro-
cess by consolidating
forms and reducing the fre-
quency of filing where pos-
sible, the PAC said, in its
19th report that was pre-
sented to Parliament on
Wednesday. It also pushed
for a tiered compliance ap-
proach, where smaller bu-
sinesses face fewer re-
quirements and simplified
processes compared to
larger entities, thereby re-
ducing the burden on
smaller taxpayers.

The Ministry has been
asked to improve the user
friendliness of the GST por-

The PAC has
recommended the
Finance Ministry
to undertake a
comprehensive
review of the GST
Framework to

simplify compliance

Asmaller pie

m The Ministry has
been asked to
improve the user
friendliness of the
GST portal

u The committee
has called for a
revamped GST 2.0
after consultation

with stakeholders

= PAC has
recommended
that the Ministry
implement a

more efficient and
transparent refund
processing system

that includes clear
timelines and
regular updates to
taxpayers

m The PAC has
asked the Finance
Ministry to use
data analytics and
Al tools to get an
accurate projection
of the indirect

tax revenue. The
share of indirect
taxes in total
revenue receipts
has declined from
38.76% in FY18 to
36.92% in FY20

tal and ensure that it pro-
vides guidance and sup-
port to taxpayers at every
step in the filing process.

The committee has
called for a revamped GST
2.0 after consultation with
stakeholders to address
their concerns and to en-
sure the timely collection
of taxes so that the de-
clared objective of the GST
regime is established.

The PAC has also high-
lighted the significant chal-
lenges faced by taxpayers,
especially the punishment
meted out for compliance

failures, with some honest
taxpayers facing criminal
penalties even in cases of
unintentional errors.

Regarding the registra-
tion process, the commit-
tee argued that when the
initial steps taken towards
biometric-based Aadhaar
authentication are “rid-
dled with so many issues,
the vision of GST leading to
a simplified and unified
taxation system, i.e., ‘One
Nation One Tax’ may re-
main evasive”.

Noting that the share of
indirect taxes in total reve-

nue receipts fell from
38.76% in 2017-18 to 36.92%
in 2019-20, the PAC asked
the Finance Ministry to un-
dertake an accurate pro-
jection of the revenue to be
collected with the help of
data analytics and artificial
intelligence tools.

The PAC has also recom-
mended that the Ministry
implement a more transpa-
rent refund processing sys-
tem that includes clear ti-
melines for processing
claims and regular updates
to taxpayers on the status
of their refunds. “Esta-
blishing a dedicated grie-
vance redressal mechan-
ism for refund-related
issues would also be benef-
icial...,” it said.

The PAC has recom-
mended that the Ministry
implement a simplified
GST compliance frame-
work, especially designed
for MSMEs, to fast-track
and automate return filing
and refund processing.
This should include a re-
duction in the frequency of
return filings and allow for
a more straightforward on-
line reporting process.

Panel seeks comprehensive review of GST framework

Yl & SNUEE o Y a9 FHYET 1 AFT A

Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee (PAC) has recommended
that the Finance Ministry undertake a comprehensive review of the
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GST framework to identify and eliminate unnecessary procedures that
complicate compliance.

THE A AF @1 IR (PAC)  faer Farery F v e Y s+
AT FIA Fr RAEIRer Y § afF sraraegs afiFanit #) ggamEn i gerr
ST W, S HeTUTer Y AT FeAreit g1

The PAC, inits 19th report presented to Parliament on Wednesday, suggested
streamlining the return filing process by consolidating forms and reducing the
frequency of filings where possible.

TUAR F GG H G2 A 7§ 379el 104 RAE 3 PAC o Reet a1f@er w3t 1 witear 1 avel
TR, BiA F1 FATHRT F 3R FoT T3T 8, wsferer Hr ngfy w1 F Hr AR

It also pushed for a tiered compliance approach, where smaller businesses face
fewer requirements and simplified processes compared to larger entities, reducing
the burden on smaller taxpayers.

SH FANT HeTUTeleT TTOCHIVT AT T Tehrole b, ToTaa BIE STIHTAN F a3 HEUTAT HY
qeaT H FH ITaRFHaAT3t 3R T ARt F1 WA Fe 03, Hd 8 Feant )
S FA g

The Ministry has been asked to improve the user-friendliness of the GST portal
and ensure that it provides guidance and support to taxpayers at every step in the
filing process.

HATET § Sewdl Qea 1 HAF STARTRAT-3He g1 3R Tg AT el o faw
HET T & T TE FISIAI3IT FT BIsToier TFAT & g IOT A AR 3R wgrrar vere #3

The committee has called for arevamped GST 2.0 after consultation with
stakeholders to address their concerns and ensure the timely collection of taxes.

wfafar & RauRsT & qwwet & a1g SHheadY 2.0 & qastas &1 AT &1 § e serehr Rrant
FT FATUT T o1 wa 3R 0 A 7o W) aqeh giafeaa g

Concerns over penalties and compliance

&3 3R 31T #Y AF R

The PAC highlighted significant challenges faced by taxpayers, particularly
criminal penalties imposed on honest taxpayers for unintentional errors.

PAC & FGTAT3HT G@RT el ST I8 Agcaqor Ioitiadl Y 3SR a1, T W $ARRR
FEIIHT Y Ierora # g% Tafadl W T e s A Rar sga A

Regarding registration, the committee argued that biometric-based Aadhaar
authentication issues could hinder the vision of ‘One Nation, One Tax’.

YSHTEHIOT IFsHAT Y ahT, ATATT  FeT o araafes-amania marR gaAmiieor 7 3ma arelt
FHATIIU ‘Tl AT, ToT FA’ o TTOCHIVT I ST e Tehell & |
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e The share of indirect taxes in total revenue receipts fell from 38.76% in 2017-18 to
36.92% in 2019-20. The PAC urged the Finance Ministry to use Al and data analytics
for more accurate revenue projections.

Fol Torea WfCaral & 3rvycgat HU Y REAGRY 2017-18 # 38.76% F gy 2019-20 H
36.92% &Y §| PAC & fae #ATaT @ WF T AT aortet & fow wans 3k 3er
AT TeFH ST 3T Sl FT AT fHaAT|

Need for a transparent refund mechanism

greeft Reg gorrely &Y 3maegerdr

The PAC recommended implementing a transparent refund system, including clear
timelines for processing claims and regular updates to taxpayers.

PAC ¥ T qrRgelt R yormelt amy w3 i Rwiier A, f5we gt & fvers & faw wrse
AT WA 3R FIgransit # AT a8 g F F e 8|

e It suggested establishing a dedicated grievance redressal mechanism for refund-
related issues.

39 Ree ¥ wafa gaEanit F v v ga@fia Rieraa Aarer a9 anfig & &1

gera fem|

e The PAC also recommended a simplified GST compliance framework, especially
designed for MSMEsSs, to fast-track and automate return filing and refund
processing.

PAC o fa9lY &7 & MSME & faT & &l Shewd srequrerar e hr RAwmier 1, oo
et wrsforer 3tk Ros yfthar &1 a1 31X F@=nfaa fomar s as|

e This should include reducing the frequency of return filings and allowing for a more
straightforward online reporting process.

30 Reet wrsfoier $Y sy 3 F3 3IR TF AT 3fererrss Raféer afdmar any #a H
fawrier i a1g B
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Non-performing assets of banks at multi-year
low due to govt. measures, says Sitharaman

[GS Paper Ill: NPA

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Rajya Sabha on Wed-
nesday passed the Banking
Regulation  Bill  that
amends several provisions
of some five Acts in the sec-
tor.

Terming the Bill unique,
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said in
her reply that 19 Sections
of these Acts would be im-
pacted by the amend-
ments. She said this was
part of the measures taken
by the NDA government
since 2014 to address the
crisis in the country’s
banking sector.

Ms. Sitharaman said in
the statement of objects
and reasons of the Bill that
the new legislation would
improve governance stan-
dards, provide consistency
in reporting by banks to
the Reserve Bank of India,
ensure better protection
for depositors and inves-
tors, improve audit quality

Nirmala Sitharaman speaks in the Rajya Sabha during the Budget
Session of the Parliament in New Delhi on Wednesday. ANI

in public sector banks,
bring customer conve-
nience in respect of nomi-
nations and provide for in-
crease in the tenure of the
directors in cooperative
banks. The legislation al-
lows bank account holders
to have up to four
nominees.

“The gross non-per-
forming assets of the sche-
duled commercial banks
were at a multi-year low of
2.5% in September 2024 as

a result of these efforts,”
Ms. Sitharaman said, ad-
ding that public sector
banks had recorded the
highest ever net profit of
1.41 lakh crore in the pre-
vious financial year. “The
government is committed
to taking stringent actions
against wilful defaulters,”
she said, replying to the
criticism by the Opposition
that the Centre allowed
such defaulters to escape
to foreign countries. She

said the Enforcement Di-
rectorate was doing the
work of recovering the leg-
itimate money belonging
to the banks and the peo-
ple from the defaulters.

Debt waiver

On the demand for debt
waiver, she said the Naren-
dra Modi government did
not believe in deceiving
farmers, and the Kisan
Samman Nidhi helped the
farmers and alleged that
the Congress’s announce-
ments of debt waivers had
not helped any farmer, as
they remained announce-
ments. She said 68 lakh
street vendors had been
supported by the PM Sva-
nidhi loan scheme.

About 50 crore loans
had been sanctioned un-
der the PM Mudra scheme
under the policy of secur-
ing the unsecured and
funding the unfunded. Ms.
Sitharaman said 98% of the
6,01,328 villages in the
country had a bank or a

post office with banking fa-
cilities. She said in the 10
years, 3.9 lakh posts in pu-
blic sector banks were
filled.

Earlier, during the de-
bate, the Opposition mem-
bers criticised the Centre’s
approach towards wilful
defaulters. Senior Con-
gress MP Shaktisinh Gohil
alleged that the Centre had
written off 387,000 crore
by 50 wilful defaulters till
2024. “People, including
Mehul Choksi and Rishi
Agarwal are in the list of
those wilful defaulters. The
government has written off
loans to those people who
looted this country and
fled abroad. But when
poor, small traders and
farmers default on loans
the government auctions
their assets,” he said.

Trinamool Congress’s
Saket Gokhale said the
country’s banks were be-
ing crushed under the bur-
den of non-performing as-
sets.

Non-performing assets of banks at multi-year low due to
govt. measures, says Sitharaman

TIHRT 3UTAT & FROT dol 1 IR-fAsafea aimafe=r (NPA) 3
et & faa T 9w daR#AT

The Rajya Sabha on Wednesday passed the Banking Regulation Bill,
which amends several provisions of five Acts in the banking sector.

TSIHHT 5 FUAR &I a7 e fFdas aRe frarn, St dfer a7 & a=
AT F F§ IraumEt F G FIar g
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e Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman termed the Bill unique, stating that 19
sections of these Acts would be impacted by the amendments.

e Raw w:f foeten dar#vr 2 50 9T F sgfada sarr AR Fer 6 gt &
FROT 37 JATATATAT F 19 TTTTT TIIAT gl

e She said that this was part of the measures taken by the NDA government since
2014 to address the crisis in the banking sector.

3giel el & IF 2014 ¥ TET TIFHR TART 35T 7T 3T FHEAT H1 REaT §, ST Sfdbar a1y
# TFHC FY g F & AT 3310 7T F|

Key Features of the Bill
e $r 7T fevare

e The Bill aims to improve governance standards, provide consistency in reporting
by banks to the RBI, and enhance depositor and investor protection.

54 T80T T 3T AT ATAH! H GUR FIA1, T garT RBI Y Raféar iy wishar r
THEY FA1AT, 3 FTHAFRATST T fraerat v gam F Aoqy FA10|

e Italso seeks to improve audit quality in public sector banks and bring convenience
in respect of nominations for account holders, allowing them to have up to four
nominees.

Ig fadge adafas &7 & St F Jif3e Y qoradr gure 3R am#iwT viwar Fr
glauTsiersh qata 1 3 Fraute T &, [SE8 @11 4R IR AAifhd safFadl Fi sig
aHa gl

e Gross non-performing assets (NPAs) of scheduled commercial banks were at a
multi-year low of 2.5% in September 2024, due to government measures.

AT Ao 31 At Faver IR-fsariee aRwafrar (NPA) Rdet 2024 # 2.5% &
$% st & foaerel T W IET 915 €, S TAR & 31T o HROT Ha g3 &

e Public sector banks recorded the highest-ever net profit of ¥1.41 lakh crore in the
previous financial year.

ST & F 391 o Roer T a8 & 21.41 9@ F:93 F71 39 T FT 7a@ HOF Yoy
TS o T |

Government's Stand on Wilful Defaulters
SATALSIFT FOT o THTeT aTell T AIHR T 3G

e Ms. Sitharaman stated that the government is committed to taking stringent actions
against wilful defaulters.

AA HTRACT A ThgT foh FIHR SATAGIRT FOT 7 ThlA dTell & [@ATH TE&T FRATS FIA
¥ foe yfdeeyr
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e She dismissed the Opposition’s claims that the Centre allowed defaulters to flee
abroad, stating that the Enforcement Directorate (ED) is actively recovering money
from defaulters.

3giel faget & 50 HRIT FT @R BT B Fig TIFR F FATTGTRT FOT o THIA ATl Y
faer sterer e, 31K gt o yader Reemery (ED) AfhT ¥ @ At 3tk Stevar #r dwr aw
o1 @7 ¥

Debt Waiver and Welfare Schemes

Fol ATH 3R FAUTHRT AT

¢ On the demand for debt waiver, Ms. Sitharaman said that the Narendra Modi
government does not believe in deceiving farmers, and highlighted the PM Kisan
Samman Nidhi scheme.

For ATHT FY AT 9T, ANAA TTRHAUT 7 Fgl T g AV FIHR fFAE) FF @y &
frearw 1Y T@d, 3R dro fraTer gFATe AT ST 1 S8 3eEIoT Iar |

e She alleged that Congress’s debt waiver announcements had not benefited
farmers, as they remained mere announcements.

3oglel 3TRIT 3T foh HTE @R Y 31§ FHor ATHY HY GIYUNMT FIe GNYNT TAH @ T
3 fFaT=Y Y F1E amer LT A

e 68 lakh street vendors have been supported under the PM SVANidhi loan scheme.
fiva T For AT & dd 68 9@ Fie a9 (Fiaral) F THdT = = g

e 50 crore loans have been sanctioned under the PM Mudra Yojana to fund the
unfunded and secure the unsecured.

duet e AT & T6d 50 FNF HOT FFa 6T 1w § arfes srgeiave &=t & e

HETIAT &Y T /|
e 98% of the 6,01,328 villages in India now have a bank or a post office with banking
facilities.

HRA & 6,01,328 71T # & 98% 1al # 319 3 A7 sTeFE i AT gRauTe soerst §)

In the last 10 years, 3.9 lakh posts in public sector banks have been filled.

AT 10 g6t # Frdorfa® &7 F S 7 3.9 1@ el F¥ ST IR=AT &

Opposition Criticism

ICRG IR IGIEGIH

e Senior Congress MP Shaktisinh Gohil alleged that the Centre had written off
87,000 crore of 50 wilful defaulters till 2024.
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FH F ass Fiwg AP g MTT o7 31T R 6 Fg WER F 2024 dF 50

SATAGFIHT FOT o TehTa ATell HT T87,000 FINZ FT Fof ATH FI fo2T|

e He named Mehul Choksi and Rishi Agarwal as part of the list of defaulters whose
loans were written off.

ﬁﬁﬁgﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂﬁ&ﬁ?iﬁmﬁmmda@qﬂ T o ebled dTell ! Gl H ATTAST
T, fSisteh ROT ATH fhT AT

e He claimed that the government writes off loans of big defaulters but auctions the
assets of poor farmers and small traders when they fail to repay loans.

3ogiel TR 9T foh AIHR 92 f3hTee & FOT ATE FT &Y &, ifehat oo IT fFraAmAT
3R B FIRAY & ®oT Bwiee 1a §, af 3y aufa) Y e F3 & s #1

e Trinamool Congress MP Saket Gokhale claimed that the country’s banks were
being crushed under the burden of NPAs.

qUIHE FIA & HIHE A MG o Fe [ 3O F I wardie (R-Fenfea aReafah) &
A ad g AR T

NON-PERFORMING ASSETS

o It refers to those loans where the interest and principal payments have
not been paid for more than 90 days.

o Before 90 days it is classified as a stressed asset.

o Assets with banks may be classified into normal assets and stressed

assets.

Stressed assets can be classified into three categories:

(a) Special Mention Account-0 (1-30 days)

(b) Special Mention Account-1 (30-60 days)

(c) Special Mention Account-2 (60-90 days)

If the interest and principal obligation is not fulfilled for more than 90

days then it is classified as Non-Performing Asset.

NPA can be classified into three categories:

e (a) Sub-Standard Assets- A substandard asset is an asset classified as
an NPA for less than 12 months.

o (b) Doubtful Assets- A doubtful asset is an asset classified as an NPA
for between 1 year and 3 years

e (c) Loss Assets- A Loss asset is an asset classified as an NPA for more
than 3 years.

e The banks have to keep aside certain provision that is enough liquid
assets to cover the non-payment of dues.

e The purpose of provisioning is to convince the depositors about the
safety of their deposits with the banks.
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It is 15% for the sub-standard asset and for a doubtful asset, it is 25% in
the first year and 40% in the second year. After the third year, it is 100%.

Leverage ratio and Provision ratio

Leverage ratio= Debt/ Equity. More the leverage ratio, the more serious
condition. It means that own money is less and the money taken from
outside is more.

Provision ratio= Provision/ GNPA- More provision ratio means banks are
in good condition to pay the money and can avoid a bank run.
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New data keeps the search for
rare subatomic mystery going

A major open question in physics is whether neutrinos are their own anti-particles. The best way to confirm this is by observing a very rare form of
radioactive decay called neutrinoless double beta decay. The AMORE experiment in South Korea is looking for it in molybdenum-100 atoms

S Paper lll: S&T

Vasudevan Mukunth

ast month, Microsoft announced
anew quantum computing chip
called Majorana 1 that it
expected would “realise
quantum computers capable of solving
meaningful, industrial-scale problems in
years, not decades.” Independent
scientists soon raised doubts about this
claim - grandiose as it is — but also
acknowledged Microsoft had taken on a
great challenge to build such a chip and
that its efforts in this direction could not
or should not be written off altogether.
Microsoft named the chip “Majorana 1"
because it consists of Majorana particles,
which is a particular type of subatomic
particle with unusual properties. One is
that a Majorana particle is its own
anti-particle. The particles that make up
matter, called fermions, have
anti-particles with distinct identities. For
example, the electron’s anti-particle is a
positron, not another electron. The
proton’s anti-particle is the anti-proton,
not another proton. But uniquely among
fermions, a Majorana particle’s
anti-particle is yet another Majorana
particle. If two of them meet, they will
annihilate each other in a flash of energy.
One of the major open questions in
contemporary physics is whether
neutrinos are Majorana particles.

Neutrinos, neutrinos everywhere
Neutrinos are the second-most abundant
subatomic particle in the universe, after
photons, the particles of light. They were
produced in copious amounts during the
Big Bang event. They are produced in
radioactive decay, when massive stars
explode, and when cosmic rays strike the
earth’s atmosphere.

They are also made during nuclear
fusion: the sun alone is responsible for
flooding every square centimetre on the
earth with 60 billion neutrinos each
second. These particles are also
extraordinarily hard to catch because
they interact very weakly and very rarely
with matter.

Yet it is crucial physicists study them:
neutrinos may just be the key to
answering many of the open questions
about our universe. Their tremendous
numbers are a sign that they're involved
in many, many subatomic processes. Thus
a clear view of their properties will also
afford physicists a clear view of these
proc s, and the as-yet unresolved
questions they can answer.

We do not know many things about
neutrinos. Perhaps the biggest unknown
is how much a neutrino weighs. We know
neutrinos come in three flavours, or
varieties, and we know the differences
between the squares of their masses, but
not the individual masses themselves. If
neutrinos are found to be Majorana
particles, the process that reveals them to
be can be easily used to reveal their
masses as well. This process is called
neutrinoless double beta decay, or OVRR
for short.

Chilling with beta decay

Every atom has some energy, which it
bears in its particles and the forces acting
between them. Sometimes an atom’s
nucleus may have too much energy,
rendering it unstable and looking for
opportunities to shed the excess. This

This photo shows the access tunnel at the Yemilab underground research facility in South Korea, where the AMoRE collaboration is taking shape.

ARXIV:2402.13708V1

notion of stability comes from the fact
that for every set of protons and neutrons
in the nucleus, there is a number that
allows the particles to arrange themselves
in a way that leaves the nucleus with the
bare minimum of energy.

For example, the nucleus of the
actinium-227 atom contains 89 protons
and 138 neutrons, forcing the nucleus to
exist in a highly unstable configuration.
To shed the ‘excess energy’, it undergoes
a process called beta decay: it emits an
electron and an anti-neutrino and
changes to the thorium-227 nucleus.
Th-227 also isn’t stable and decays
further, but since the beta decay process
rele: energy, the nucleus is better off
than it was before.

In nature, beta decay is a common way
for an unstable nucleus to decay. It can
happen in one of two forms depending on
whether a nucleus has too many neutrons
or too many protons. In the first case, a
neutron is converted to a proton and
releases an electron and an anti-neutrino.
In the second, a proton is converted to a
neutron and releases a positron and a
neutrino.

A third form exists where two beta
decays happen simultaneously, i.e. two
neutrons are simultaneously converted to
two protons, emitting two electrons and
two anti-neutrinos.

The conversion ability stems from the
weak interaction, which is one of the four
ways in which subatomic particles can
interact with each other. (The others are
the strong, electromagnetic, an
gravitational interactions.) The weak
interaction is characterised by the
appearance of particles called W or Z

Researchers estimate the mass of
a neutrino would have to be
lower than 0.22-0.65 billionths of
a proton. This is low, but it's not
zero mass. The distinction is

The current theory of all

Standard Model, says neutrinos
should be massless. The presence
of even a small amount of mass
thus vexes the theory

bosons. For example, during the Ac-227
beta decay, a neutron emits a W-boson
and turns into a proton, and the W-boson
decays to an electron and an
anti-neutrino.

A sign of the difference

As common as beta decay is, scientists are
currently on the hunt for an extremely
rare variant: OvR. It may not even exist,
but just in case it does, it would prove
neutrinos are Majorana particles.

In OVRR, a nucleus emits two electrons
instead of an electron and an
anti-neutrino. This can happen only when
the neutrino emitted by one neutron is
absorbed as an anti-neutrino by the other
neutron, which in turn can only happen if
neutrinos and anti-neutrinos are the same
thing. Each of the emitted electrons also
has more energy because it ‘includes’ the
energy of the missing anti-neutrino.
Experiments looking for evidence of OVRR
can thus use this energy difference to tell
whether a nucleus has undergone beta
decay or OvRR.

This is precisely what the AMORE
experiment in South Korea has been
doing, with sensitive particle detectors
pointed at a crystal containing 3 kg of
molybdenum-100 nuclei, cooled to
fractions above absolute zero. Mo-100
nuclei are known to undergo double beta
decay.

The search continues
In a paper published in Physical Review
Letters on February 27, the AMORE team
reported it hadn’t observed evidence of
OVRB. Because the process is already
hypothesised to be rare, not observing it
could just as easily mean we did not look
long enough. This is why the team
reported in the paper that a population of
Mo-100 nuclei would decay to half their
number through OVRR in no less than 102
years. It could also mean OvRR might
show itself in a larger sample. In a future
iteration of AMoRE, the physicists plan to
look for it in 100 kg of Mo-100.
ile, they have also

the mass of each neutrino would have to
be lower than 0.22-0.65 billionths of a
proton. This is an extremely low mass
ceiling, but it’s not the same as saying the
neutrinos have zero mass. The distinction
is crucial. The current theory of all
subatomic particles, called the Standard
Model of particle physics, says neutrinos
should be massless. The presence of even
a small amount of mass thus vexes the
theory and indicates it has a gap
somewhere. The trouble is physicists do
not yet know where. So AMoRE looks
forward to its upgraded form and the
search continues.

mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in
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New data keeps the search for rare subatomic mystery going
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TS SATABTNAT GeloT IY-YIAT] @ET Y BT 1 AR 1@l 8

A major open question in physics is whether neutrinos are their own
anti-particles.

QY 7 v FAgcaqol YT W I ¢ o AT P et & wiawor g

e The best way to confirm this is by observing a very rare form of radioactive decay
called neutrinoless double beta decay.

38 IS FIA FT HY HTT aOFT U Hedd gt I3anendt ara =1 dwen €, o =i

T s 1T 877 (neutrinoless double beta decay) FgT SITdT g1

e The AMORE experiment in South Korea is searching for this decay in molybdenum-
100 atoms.

gfaror FINAT F AMORE WNT $ &7 T delrer RfAsSs1A-100 TATILHT 7 FT @7 81

Microsoft's Majorana 1 Quantum Chip
ATSHIFIFE T AT 1 Faled =_q

e Last month, Microsoft announced a new quantum computing chip called
"Majorana 1", claiming it would help build industrial-scale quantum computers
within years.

a7, ABFAITE F "HIREAT 1" AHF U 741 FaieH Fegiear R er fwam, 3k
arar o o Ig Fo aut 7 3@ AF-vaw & FareH Foge aa= H #Agg |

¢ Independent scientists raised doubts about this claim, but acknowledged that
Microsoft had taken on a significant challenge.

FIT AR A 37 S I Heg FTdMT, Jfehed Tg off TR R foF AT & Th
Hgcaqot gaAtdY i srverar g

e The chip is named after Majorana particles, which have the unique property of
being their own anti-particles.

9 R FT ATH AT HUI & A1 T @71 747 8, St @rfaad I8 & & 3 e &
gfasor g1 8|

¢ Unlike electrons and protons, which have distinct anti-particles (positrons and anti-
protons), a Majorana particle’s anti-particle is itself.

gaFerl 3T el & RAada, o sraer-3reer yfasor (difsrere 3 vé-wer) gia &,
ASIAT FT FT IfAHIT I8T 2T 2
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Neutrinos: The Key to Understanding the Universe

~gfEaAY. TEATS FI GAZA $Y Fail

e Neutrinos are the second-most abundant subatomic particle in the universe, after
photons (light particles).

wfeel FEATS A BIST! (THI FOM) F G G FGH AT IRAT ST AT 3Y-YIATO] FHOT
gl

e They were produced in large amounts during the Big Bang, and continue to be
generated in supernovae, nuclear reactions, and cosmic ray interactions.

& farer o1 & gher 92 AT # Seve g A, 3R gatar, vy vfafwasit ik seAEa
ot & werma & fatear ao1a & B

e The Sun alone floods every square centimetre of Earth with 60 billion neutrinos
per second.

b g & 73F 797 AT gt W i @3 60 3T ~gfear Aaar gl

o Despite their abundance, neutrinos rarely interact with matter, making them
extremely difficult to study.

gAY ST WA & aras(g, ~YfRAl Yard F Wiy qgd A WA #3d §, Frad geren
IHETTA AT 9gE HS ) ST ¢

Why Studying Neutrinos is Important?
FfEAY T AT FIAT AT 87

¢ Neutrinos are involved in many subatomic processes, and understanding them can
help answer fundamental questions about the universe.

et F§ 39-gIAT0] YikFarat & anfA gk ¥, 3R 3¢ gAze O weArs & giaand) warat
& STara fAer Wl B

e One of the biggest unknowns is their mass. Scientists know the differences between
their squared masses, but not their exact masses.

STl HaW F3T TETT SAPT GeqHATA (mass) &1 IAAF 3% T GeTATH & A FT AT
&, ARt 3T TEF GTATT Y FTAFRY AT &

o If neutrinos are Majorana particles, then their mass could be determined through
neutrinoless double beta decay (0vBf).

Ife et AT FT 8, QY 3AHT GeqATT 7 fean-Iead Sl dleT &7 (OVpP) F ATETH |
ATIT ST el &1

Beta Decay and Neutrinoless Double Beta Decay

dter a7 3R AR sea der e
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Every atom has stored energy in its nucleus. If a nucleus has excess energy, it
seeks to shed it to become stable.

X IHAI] & ANF A Tl G gt §1 A Frelt anfdver F 30w ot gt &, M ae s@
BI5a T R FaT ¢ arfr T8 T g )

Beta decay is a common process where an unstable nucleus releases an electron
and an anti-neutrino to stabilize itself.

+lIeT 8T Ueh WIATY Hishdl & foras 3R anffies v gaecia 3R o wd-=gieat
BIsHT TaT F R AT B

A special type of beta decay, called double beta decay, occurs when two neutrons
simultaneously convert into two protons, emitting two electrons and two anti-
neutrinos.

e TR SRR T diieT &7, foreY saer et 41 gl ST &, O8I & ofd &l #4gie &
|1 & iers 7 aRafeda g 8 3R & sawela 7 at vd-wgfea scafora 3 8

Neutrinoless double beta decay (0vBf) is a hypothetical process where no anti-
neutrinos are emitted.

+gfeaAT-TTEd SeeT e &7 (OvPR) Ueh Heritder Uishar § foras g wdt-wgfeat scufora
e e |

If OVBB is detected, it would confirm that neutrinos are Majorana particles and
provide insight into their mass.

#g1f& OvBR ST STl &, Y T IfSe Ham o et At ot § 3 31 geaanar & aR
# Agcaqut ATTHRY 31|

Weak Interaction and Particle Transformations

AR 3d:fRar 3 For FaTERr

The weak interaction is one of the four fundamental forces of nature (along with
strong interaction, electromagnetism, and gravity).

FHAR 37eT:Fram wpfar it IR Ao afeaat & @ ve § (g sia:fra, Rega geea
3R FearERT & W) |

It is responsible for particle transformations, where neutrons turn into protons (or
vice versa), accompanied by the emission of W or Z bosons.

T§ FOT TR & forw [Heaier &, Sier =gl wele # agea ¥ (a1 58 fada), sk sa&
/T W IT Z ST Scford g 8|

For example, during actinium-227 beta decay, a neutron emits a W~ boson, turning
into a proton. The W~ boson then decays into an electron and an anti-neutrino.

*3EIE0T o ToIU, Tlaefaiaa-227 & d1eT &7 #, Ueh #qgler W~ a1dler 15T ¢ 3 wefa #
TG AT §| SHF q1G, W~ a1 T goiFeie R U vA-wgfea A 479 g e &
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The search for rare subatomic mystery continues

gersT 3Y-UTATY] FET Y Gie STRT &

e Betadecay is common, but scientists are currently searching for an extremely rare
variant: neutrinoless double beta decay (0vf3B).

et &1 WA B, AfeheT dT1Teieh oA 7 U e el TR Y @ FT T2 6
g feat-Tfee sarer dfier &/ (OvBB) |

o If OVBP exists, it would prove that neutrinos are Majorana particles, meaning they
are their own anti-particles.

afg ovpp HISE B, af 77 Wi e for sgfe=tt et o €, 3rdTd 3 39 € wfasror
g &

e In OvBp, a nucleus emits two electrons instead of an electron and an anti-neutrino.

OvBP H, T IS T gelaelel 3R U TR & a9 &) FaFelel Seatord HIdT &

e This is only possible if the neutrino emitted by one neutron is absorbed as an anti-
neutrino by another neutron, proving that neutrinos and anti-neutrinos are the
same.

7E el Wara § 519 UF i QAN 3T wgfeaAl GEN ~ggiel GanT Ul gt & w9 #
e &), e I aifad giar § & =gfea i wd-wgfeat v € <fier

o Each of the emitted electrons in OvBp carries more energy since it includes the
energy of the missing anti-neutrino.

OvBP # 3cafSId YeAF FATeial HTAF Foll T&T §, FITh ST M TE-gfeat it FAT
QA gt &

The AMoRE Experiment in South Korea
gfayor HIRET F AMoRE 9t

e The AMoRE experiment in South Korea is searching for OvBp using particle
detectors on molybdenum-100 (Mo-100) nuclei.

Zfaor FINAT F AMoRE T OvRR FY @IS T BT &, ST8T WageTeiiel HoT 3T
AfA2AH-100 (Mo-100) 1T W Higa &

e 3 kg of M0-100 is cooled to near absolute zero to detect any possible decay events.

OvBP #I @t & forw 3 AT Mo-100 FY F9THHIT Y dATIAT oS 53T 64T AT &

Findings from the AMoRE Experiment
AMORE 9319 & fasee

e Inapaper published in Physical Review Letters on February 27, the AMORE team
reported no evidence of Ovf3B so far.
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27 ®ad A "Physical Review Letters" & JahIfId Tsh ey 95 &, AMoRE &1F o 31 a&
OvBB F HIE YATUT TET UTT|

Since OvBB is already expected to be extremely rare, not observing it may simply
mean we haven't looked long enough.

FIfF OvBP TEe W &Y A GoisT AT AT §, SHHT o TIAT STToAT SHHT AT g &
THhdT & 7 gHe 38 qATed AT d A1 @iT|

Based on observations, the team estimated that a population of Mo-100 nuclei would
take at least 10* years to decay through 0vff.

AMORE &% & 3e[ATeT o1t & Mo-100 a11faer #r var a3t H&ar # Ovpp W &7 g1 #
HH § FH 10% q§ 99|

The team now plans to expand the experiment using 100 kg of Mo-100 in the future.

afasy &, A 100 FFAATH Mo-100 FT 3TN FIF TAT FH [TEART FI Y JIST=T a1
W el

Implications for Neutrino Mass and the Standard Model

et & geaHTeT AR T3S ATse W Y1d

The experiment estimated that each neutrino must have a mass lower than 0.22-
0.65 billionths of a proton.

S TANT A AT AT o T AF wfea T geqATT 0.22-0.65 I 19T F Irferw a7t

& HFhT|
This is an extremely small mass, but it is not zero, which is crucial.
IE TF IHcdd BICT GeTAN 8, olfehe] TE e AGI 8, ST Ueh Agca ol Wit &l

The Standard Model of particle physics predicts neutrinos should be massless,
but experiments suggest they do have mass.

For iifaht 1 ¥33 Alser fysyarht Fvar ¥ & ~gfeat w1 F18 gegane agi g afyv,
et st @ Wb fArerar & B 35701 To gegwme B

This indicates a gap in the Standard Model, but scientists are still unsure where.
g T3S Alsd & U FA F gaTar §, AT danfas areft a= gg a1t s & g8 waA
FEl g

The AMoRE team plans to continue its search, hoping to uncover more clues about
neutrinos and their role in the universe.

AMORE &9 39+t @i SIRY 7@ T AIete1T 911 W@ §, Alfeh =gfeat 3R 3% qeais #
i & AR A 30w STy red B S EF |
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[GS Paper lll: External Sector|
Going electric
India must be a reliable trade partner

to compete in the EV space
l ndia’s decision to exempt import duties on

35 capital goods used in the manufacture of
electric vehicle (EV) batteries and 28 items
used in the making of mobile phone batteries is a
welcome step toward boosting domestic manu-
facturing and clean technology adoption. Pro-
posed by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in
the Union Budget 2025-26 and formalised
through the Finance Bill 2025 passed in Parlia-
ment on Tuesday, this signals a strategic policy
shift. Earlier in March, Chinese EV giant BYD un-
veiled its “Super E-platform”, capable of giving a
vehicle a 500-kilometre range with just five mi-
nutes of charging — a major leap toward alleviat-
ing range anxiety, which is a key barrier to EV
adoption. This innovation directly challenges the
convenience of conventional vehicles and could
accelerate the global EV transition if scaled and
deployed with the same ubiquity as traditional
fuel stations. Batteries remain the most expen-
sive component in an EV, comprising roughly
40% of the vehicle’s cost. This cost burden has
slowed EV adoption in lower-income countries,
despite the long-term advantage of reducing oil
import dependence, which is especially relevant
for India. Another critical barrier is the lack of in-
digenous technological capability in battery ma-
nufacturing. China currently dominates this sec-
tor, producing over 70% of all EV batteries
globally, according to the International Energy
Agency. The lithium-iron-phosphate (LFP) bat-
tery has emerged as the industry standard over
the past five years due to its lower cost, higher
energy density, and better thermal management.
While EVs made up 45% of all car registrations
in China in 2024, they accounted for just 2% of In-
dia’s passenger car market. However, electric
two-wheelers (e2w) have seen notable momen-
tum in India, with 1.14 million units sold in 2024,
making up about 60% of total EV sales. Though
India’s duty exemptions are partially aimed at
strengthening bilateral trade ties with the United
States and avoiding reciprocal tariffs, the broader
strategic objective should be to decarbonise its
transport sector. To achieve this, India must inte-
grate into both the upstream (mining and refin-
ing) and downstream (manufacturing and as-
sembly) segments of the global EV battery value
chain. This would not only help lower battery
costs through technology transfer but also posi-
tion India as a reliable alternative to China in the
eyes of developed nations seeking supply chain
diversification. India’s long-term success in the
EV space will depend on its ability to leverage fa-
vourable trade policies, invest in research and
development, and secure a strong foothold in the
global battery ecosystem.

a1 ST 81

Address
Email Id

Going electric

sdfdeed aTge AT HT AT F FeH

India’s Policy Shift Towards EVs
R &Y &Y Afa A sgara

. India has exempted import duties on 35 capital goods
for EV battery manufacturing and 28 items for mobile phone
batteries.

AR & § 38 =TT F e 35 YT awqgait 3k A

defat & forw 28 awqat W AT Yo TATCA FT AT

. This move was proposed in the Union Budget 2025-26
and formalized through the Finance Bill 2025 passed in
Parliament.

IE FEH FAIT To¢ 2025-26 A TEafad frar arar a7 3 g &
g 3 [ 2025 & AregH ¥ 3ita=aRe v &= )

China’s Technological Advancements in EVs

§dY 7 ieT FY apihT TaTfer

o In March 2025, Chinese EV giant BYD unveiled its
“Super E-platform”, enabling a 500-km range with just five
minutes of charging.

AT 2025 #, el §at Raerer diar$dt " guw §-cdewid der R,
S g g fAsre Hr Tfeier A 500 st i 3o ye=T Far 2

. This breakthrough could eliminate range anxiety and
accelerate the global EV transition.

I AR Yo7 Y AT 1 gT X G ¢ 3R AT+ $t aRaaqar 71
afa & aFar gl

Challenges in EV Adoption
&Y 3rqeTaY F AT

. Batteries account for 40% of an EV’s cost, making them
the most expensive component.

SR T §alt Y FoT AT FT 40% et B, wd T o wgaft wew
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China currently dominates global EV battery production, producing over 70% of all
EV batteries, according to the International Energy Agency (IEA).

FHATSET ST Tt (IEA) & HJAR, et gaarer § dRaw §ff e scareaT 7 70% &
O T IRTETT FIaT L

Lithium-iron-phosphate (LFP) batteries have become the industry standard due to
low cost, high energy density, and better thermal management.

R 3RRA-%1Ehe (LFP) SERAT 3 AR, 39 F9T Ueded 3R AgaX ardiT yau= &
HOT AT ATTS a1 TS § 1

EV Market Growth in India
R H §alt Ao AT gEfar

EVs comprised only 2% of India’s passenger car market in 2024, while in China,
45% of new car registrations were EVSs.

2024 H 9RT F I SR a9R A 4t 1 RS Faer 2% oY, FafF AT 7 45% 71§ FR
gsiteor &4t &)

Electric two-wheelers (e2w) have gained traction, with 1.14 million units sold in
2024, making up 60% of total EV sales in India.

safFee Qe gl (e2w) I AT 941 §, 2024 # 11.4 AT sFTSAT 4T, 3t et # For
&dY fashr #1 60% ot

India’s Strategic Position in Global Trade

ARTH IR 7 dRT Hr wiifas ufa

The duty exemptions also aim to strengthen U.S.-India trade ties and prevent
reciprocal tariffs.

YEF T FI 30T HANFT-HRA SATIR Fafeil Y AL H11 AR IRETRF SRE & 719
FET ot B

The broader goal remains decarbonizing India’s transport sector and integrating
into the global EV battery value chain.

SIS 35827 AR F IRAGH 819 I HFafaarger #a1 3R IRaw §dt b qea s@en &
T g &

India must focus on both upstream (mining and refining) and downstream
(manufacturing and assembly) segments to reduce reliance on imports.

IR Y AT X AT FH Fo1 F T 39T A7 (@ 31X afesazon) 3ikx smaedie
(Frator 31k 3riwelt) &Yt wX eure o anfw)
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Future Roadmap for India’s EV Industry
HRA & $at I & fore sifasa < e

e Investing in R&D and technology transfer will be crucial to reducing battery costs and
enhancing manufacturing capabilities.

3RUEA 3R S gEarazor & fAder ded awra F F7 w1 3R RfFATT et H@
Tgl & fAT Ageaqor gem

o Developing arobust EV battery supply chain will help India become a reliable
alternative to China.

TF FAorgd §at el Irqfet s{@en RFRa w1 § ara A & v e feawsiia fwer oo

"t g
e India’s long-term success in the EV sector will depend on favorable trade policies,
strategic investments, and partnerships with global stakeholders.

AR 1 §ft & F reffaT wwerd sregqe AR Afaa, wEhfas @ st dRas
HTAERY & FEAT W fAsit Haf
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The issue is about the ‘quality’ of India’s publications

S Paper lll: S&T

ta public function, in February 2025,
to commemorate National Science Day,
the Union Minister for Science and
Technology said that “India will
overtake the U.S. in the number of scientific
publications by 2029”. He went on to say that
China with 8,98,949 publications is in the lead
followed by the United States with 4,57,335
publications, followed by India with 2,07,390
papers. The Chinese research output has both
quantity and quality. China’s figures are in
parallel with the very heavy investments made in
the spheres of education and science and
technology, and are described in their impressive
medium-to-long term plan (MLP) for the
development of science and technology launched
in several phases since 2006. Investments of a
similar high order will be required in India for a
significant breakthrough and difference.

An international comparison

The comparison between scientifically advanced
countries and India in the matter of money spent
on civilian research as a percentage of GDP is
shocking. Here are the data for six countries:
Israel 6.30%; South Korea 4.9%; Japan, 3.3%; the
U.S., 3.46%; Germany 3.13%; China 2.4%, and
India 0.67%. Can we even talk about Viksit Bharat
2047 with data like this? Releasing documents
such as “India Rankings 2024” by the Department
of Higher Education or “Expanding Quality
Higher Education through States and State Public
Universities” by NITI Aayog are just that —
documents that are all sound and fury and
signifying nothing.

The scholarly output of India’s total
publications in all disciplines including science
and engineering for 2024 (Clarivate), on February
25, 2025, stands at 1,91,703; the corresponding
number for the U.S. is 6,48,905. These numbers
are slightly different from those given by the
Minister, but the conclusion is the same. The fact
is that India cannot overtake the U.S. by 2029.
Clarivate further depicts the CNCI value (quality
indicator of publications) and places India at just
0.879 as opposed to 1.12 and 1.25 for China and
the U.S., respectively. Out of 30 ranked countries,
India stands at a glorious 28.

The Minister’s sense of delusionary
self-comfort in having 5,351 Indian scientists
figure in the list of the top 2% of scientists across
the world in 2023 is downright bizarre. Rankings
of India’s 5,351 scientists range from 163 (highest)
to 68,55,948 (lowest). In contrast, in Japan, 5,608
scientists figure in the top 2%, with their ranks
ranging from 79 to 26,24,763.

Similarly, Germany has 10,420 scientists in the
list of top 2%, ranging in ranks from 6 to
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10,80,081. The numbers speak for themselves.

The real benchmarks

Quantity is not quality. What is the quality of
Indian publications when they are held up
against harsh international benchmarks such as
the Hirsch Index (H-Index) of our scientists and
the Impact Factor (IF) of the journals where we
publish? What is important is whether a paper is
read widely, is useful to others, and, in the
ultimate test, whether it is cited by one’s peers.
When judged by these benchmarks, the
Minister’s remarks smack of smug narcissism,
nothing more.

There are journals and journals. Bradford’s
empirical law of concentration of journal articles
in scientific periodicals (1934) is applicable to the
research productivity of ranked Higher Education
Institutions (HEI). It states that articles in a given
subject concentrate heavily in a relatively small
number of highly productive journals.

One of us has been a research chemist for 50
years and a representative analysis using the ISI
Thomson Web of Science, of papers published in
the three top chemistry journals between 2017
and 2024 (both years inclusive) is revealing. The
figures for the U.S., China and India (in that
order) are: Angewandte Chemie International
Edition (IF 16.60; numbers of papers: 4554,
10305, 501), Journal of the American Chemical
Society, JACS, (16.38; 8503, 5521, 305), and
Chemical Communications (6.22; 2553, 9820,
1347). The relative Indian contribution goes up as
the impact factor (IF) of the journal goes down. In
any event, India compares poorly with China and
the U.S.

A more detailed look at these statistics shows
that the Indian position is fundamentally flawed.
Considering only papers in JACS, it is seen that
the Chinese Academy of Sciences, CAS, (444) has
nearly 15 times the number of papers as all the
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR) laboratories in India put together (29). The
great breadth of the Chinese output in these CAS
papers is also noteworthy.

Continuing with JACS papers between 2017
and 2024 (both years inclusive), not only do the
prestigious CAS and Peking University (359) have
high outputs but also the next tier of universities
such as Tsinghua (289), Fudan (214), Nanjing
(284), Nankai (258), Jilin (145), Xiamen (241) and
Sun Yat-sen (145). All the Indian Institutes of
Technology taken together have only 68 papers in
this journal in the above-mentioned time period.
All the IITs put together are five times less than
just one second-tier Chinese university. Nothing
in India measures up to the Chinese yardstick.
There will be a real pay-off only if India invests in

training young people in the universities well.
This is where China has correctly placed its
money, and where India is off track.

Even as the scope and spread of the malaise in
Indian science is justified through quantifiable
metrics, a sense of false security has crept in,
entrenched by self-deluding statements such as
this one from one of the highest officials in Indian
Science and Technology, the Principal Scientific
Adviser, that “India is rapidly becoming a global
research powerhouse”. Such statements
deliberately mislead and obfuscate.

Questionable ethics and practices in India
The perverse incentives which characterise
Indian science and technology have resulted in
the cancerous growth of downright fraud and
unethical practices. The scale of the problem has
become all-pervasive, and has brought
international ignominy to India. By 2020, the
science and technology complex of India had
degraded so rapidly that a wave of retractions,
paid publications, publications in fake journals,
and downright piracy began to inundate India’s
science and technology output. The existence of
so many fraudulent papers is only possible when
the entire system is clientelist and based on
trading favours.

In 2019, the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals
affirmed a District Court decision against the
Hyderabad-based Omics group arising from a suit
instituted by the Federal Trade Commission
(FTC). The FTC clinched a $50 million fine against
the group for, inter alia, misrepresenting its peer
review practices, its editorial board members, its
journals’ impact factors, and deceptive indexing
claims. All in all, around 69,000 articles were
published by the Omics group with little or no
peer review, polluting the global scientific corpus
for years to come.

India has perfected the art of spurious, low
quality, and potentially outright fabricated
scientific output being accommodated in
questionable journals, mostly as a means for
scientists to justify their mandated minimum
number of published research pieces. A study in
2018 estimated that 62% of all standalone fake
journals in the world are published in India, and
around 10% of the entire country’s total research
output may be fake to begin with.

It is better if the Minister asks the science
departments to figure out why the quality of
India’s publications is so bad instead of dwelling
on the quantity. As Einstein said, “Not everything
that can be counted counts. Not everything that
counts can be counted.”

The views expressed are personal

The Issue of Quality in India’s Scientific Publications
R A d7nifares wapreratt <y rorer 1 Aeer

India’s Projection on Scientific Publications
HR T AATAF TPTRAT T IHTATT
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e In February 2025, the Union Minister for Science and Technology claimed that India
will surpass the U.S. in scientific publications by 2029.

wRad 2025 &, HFHT e i sig e w30  grar B & 2029 a& sRa dfas
YHIerAT # 3ARFT F 9S713 M)

e Chinaleads with 8,98,949 publications, followed by the U.S. (4,57,335) and India
(2,07,390).

e 8,98,949 WML & HTY AT §, 3WF a1¢ AT (4,57,335) 3 1R (2,07,390) &1
T 1

e However, China’s research output has both quantity and quality, backed by heavy
investments in education, science, and technology.

graife, <o FT Ay M3eYe ATTCHS 3R AUIeHS a1t wat 7 Aorqy ¢, Ford Rvem, e
3T sl 7 sl fovarer 1 warder wrea B

Global Comparison of Research Investments
e T W reTaTe fader & geren

e India spends only 0.67% of its GDP on civilian research, whereas:
AR 39 NS T Fael 0.67% ARTRS HJHUTT T T FIAT ¢, Tafoh:
o lIsrael: 6.30%
goIgdl: 6.30%
o South Korea: 4.9%
gf&ror FINAT: 4.9%
o Japan: 3.3%
ST 3.3%
o U.S.: 3.46%
AN 3.46%
o Germany: 3.13%
ST 3.13%
o China: 2.4%
T 2.4%

e These numbers indicate India's significant lag in research investment, raising
concerns over the Viksit Bharat 2047 vision.

¥ w3 HqaLT fder 7 o 1 o FA ;W g §, S e R 2047 FART W
HaTel 3370 8

Quality Metrics and Global Standing
IoTaer AT9es 3R AR Fufa
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e According to Clarivate data (February 2025), India had 1,91,703 scientific
publications, compared to 6,48,905 from the U.S.

Faftde SeT (Fadl 2025) F IAR, #RA & 1,91,703 37 JamereT &, Sraf 3raRat &

6,48,905 &
e Indiaranks 28th out of 30 countries in research quality, based on CNCI (Category
Normalized Citation Impact) values.

HroeTEi3ms (Aoft FTATFT 3EURT YITE) AT & TR W 7R 30 7 § 283 ¥ W &
o India: 0.879
$Rd: 0.879
o China: 1.12
AeT: 1.12
o US.:1.25
AN 1.25

Indian Scientists in Global Rankings
3Rge IfFer & sy danfas

e 1In 2023, 5,351 Indian scientists were in the top 2% globally, but their rankings ranged
from 163rd to 68,55,948th.

2023 #, 5,351 HRAT denfae ofif 206 SR Tt 7 A, Afdwer 37y e 1633 @

68,55,948F ¥UTT d& At
e Japan had 5,608 scientists ranked between 79 and 26,24,763, while Germany had
10,420 scientists ranked between 6 and 10,80,081.

SATITT & 5,608 dAMAE 79 ¥ 26,24,763 & & IF fpw 10, 19 S+ & 10,420 dafa=
6 ¥ 10,80,081 & = ¥+ fhw arw)

Challenges of Quantity vs. Quality
HTAT FATH I[OTaT HT Faitclt

e Having a high number of publications does not guarantee quality.
318 genTer=tt Y WEAT JoTaET A AREY G AN
o Key quality indicators include:
YA 0Tl AT9Gst 7 afAe ¢
o Hirsch Index (H-Index), which measures a scientist’s impact.
&2l 3399 (H-Index), Sit Y danfars & watra 1 AT B
o Impact Factor (IF), which evaluates journal credibility.

sFtae e (IF), Y 9T Y feawaar ! #9ar 2
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o Citation count, determining how often research is referenced by peers.

IEEROT 0T, g g2l § B fnelt eiver &t 3o donfaes frael s weffa s @
gl

Conclusion: The Need for Real Progress

sy areafa® yerfa i smaeasdar

Scientific progress requires quality investment, not just numbers.
defars werfar & fore A weanat & 7@, afcs aporaar fader F1 smaegwar g

India must increase research funding, improve journal quality, and ensure real
impact to be globally competitive.

dfRge gfaeaut & v sRa @1 srqaeTer i g gveft, afier Y qoradr & ur F=r
g, 3R areafas yerra gfafaa e gem

Bradford’s Law and Journal Concentration

$=RIE &1 e 31 et vERErEr

Bradford’s empirical law (1934) states that scientific research concentrates in a
few highly productive journals.

SSHIS FT AT AT (1934) FaraT ¢ B danfas e F& 304 scures Stovell
T grar g

India’s research output is significantly lower in high-impact journals compared to
China and the U.S.

HI T 2 ITITYT o THTE a1} SToteit 3 et 3 IARFT Y Forer 7 w1y Fa7 31

Comparison of Chemistry Publications (2017-2024)
THI AT YhIRI=AT Y Jefell (2017-2024)

Top three chemistry journals analyzed:

ot fisT T fa=Ter ST

o Angewandte Chemie International Edition (IF 16.60): U.S. (4554), China
(10305), India (501)

3ANGTS HiA FeIAAAT TR (IF 16.60): AR (4554), e (10305), R (501)

o Journal of the American Chemical Society (IF 16.38): U.S. (8503), China
(5521), India (305)

ST AT & JANFA HfAFaT TATEE (IF 16.38): 31ARFT (8503), A (5521),
TR (305)
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o Chemical Communications (IF 6.22): U.S. (2553), China (9820), India (1347)
HART FFYARAH (IF 6.22): TARHT (2553), A (9820), HRC (1347)
¢ India’s contribution increases as the journal impact factor decreases.

S-S ST FT IHTT FRF (IF) TedT §, AR FT ARETT 98T ¢

Institutional Research Output in JACS (2017-2024)
STHTH F HEAWT AT H3SYE (2017-2024)

e Chinese Academy of Sciences (444 papers) vs. all CSIR labs in India (29 papers).
et faareT 3rehTeHY (444 2iver 9) T T3 SIRAT HTHATEHR TARTRATATT (29 2T ) |
e Top Chinese universities surpass all IITs combined:
ofry =<l fereafaeTery wsft 11Ts & arfer:

o Peking University (359), Tsinghua (289), Fudan (214), Nanjing (284), Nankai
(258), Jilin (145), Xiamen (241), Sun Yat-sen (145).

i Rreafagarea (359), fRAargam (289), Far (214), AT (284), ATAHE
(258), fafareT (145), @A (241), | I1T-8 (145)1

o All lITs combined have only 68 papers in JACS.
asft ITs ATHT Faer 68 MY I FHITAT HT 10|

e Indialags behind in university-level research investments.

AR freafiedmey X & oy @3y A Ros Wi

Ethical Issues in Indian Scientific Research

AR defares Jregaeme 7 Afas qag

e Growing concerns over fraudulent practices, fake journals, and predatory
publications.

HIETYE), Al SToie, 3R IR et W) ggd Ram|

e 2019: U.S. court fined Hyderabad-based Omics group $50 million for unethical
practices.

2019: AR IeTaa 7 gerare foore AT 0 W rifaw gamst & fow 50 AT
STeR T JHTAT |

e 2018 study: 62% of standalone fake journals globally were published in India.
2018 3reageT: 3RTH T T 62% T Aehell STotel SR H THII U

o Estimated 10% of India’s research output may be fraudulent.

ITATTAT 10% HRART Aer 3careat N@Ters &Y WhaT ¢l

Key Takeaways and Recommendations

&g fosad 3T Rrmie
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e India must prioritize quality over quantity in research publications.

AR Y AT THIAAT F ATHT F TSI J[OTaaT Y IAAFAT &t T1fRw

e Increase investments in university education and research infrastructure.
freafearera R 3l srgwene srawvaen & fder agm@r @fgw)

e Implement strict peer review and ethical publishing standards.
TET HgwAt GART AR AfAF TFmereT AT FY AR) FIT HTTRITF ¢

e As Einstein said, ‘Not everything that can be counted counts. Not everything that
counts can be counted.’

ST o 3MEEA o Fe, ‘W a8 Nt A el o1 FFeh ¥, Ageaqet A€ el & Ageaqor
Aot F =T AT 37 ATl
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The role of communities in conserving water

[GS Paper Ill: Environment |

n March 22, World

Water Day, Prime

Minister Narendra

Modi highlighted the
need to conserve water for
present and future generations
through collective action. On the
same day, the Ministry of Jal Shakti
launched the Jal Shakti Abhiyan:
Catch the Rain 2025, emphasising
the importance of community
participation in water
conservation.

Issues for consideration

In the context of this occasion, it is
important to take a panoramic
view of India’s water policies, with
a focus on rural areas. New
environmental challenges and
renewed understandings of
ecosystems underscore the need
to recalibrate rural water policies.
The following issues must be
considered by policymakers.

First, policies should ensure
effective participation from
communities and mainstream
their ecological practices.
Indigenous and local communities
carry rich knowledge of their
immediate ecosystems. Existing
policies provide for their
participation, but it is limited to
the management of water sources;
decision-making powers remain
with state authorities. Further,
policies have overlooked the need
to identify and empower
communities” own ecological
practices on water management.
Rather, they have formalised water
governance by introducing
uniform practices. This is
counter-intuitive to the objective
of encouraging effective
participation from communities.

Take, for example, Water User
Associations (WUAs), which are
statutory bodies set up in different
States since the 1990s to further
participatory irrigation
management. Water users (or
farmers) are members of these
bodies. While the responsibility to
manage irrigation sources has
been transferred to them, they
have little say in decision-making.

Second, water policies should
consider the disproportionate

Kanika Jamwal

Doctoral Candidate,
Faculty of Law,
National University of
Singapore

Water policies
should centre
communities’
voices in the
decision-making
process

vulnerability of certain groups to
environmental crises. Subaltern
social groups and economically
marginalised individuals are more
vulnerable to such crises than
others. Within these groups, those
located at the intersection of social
and economic marginalisation are
the most vulnerable. Therefore, it
is crucial for policies to consider
the interests of vulnerable groups.
Concomitantly, policies must
recognise their agency in
managing water and ensure their
participation in decision-making.

Third, policies must address the
issue of fragmentation of water
management. Here, fragmented
management means that different
parts of the ecosystem, such as
forests, water, land, and
biodiversity, are regulated by
different policies and authorities.
Such an approach fails to consider
the interdependence of these
constituents. While there have
been some efforts towards taking
an integrated approach, they are
limited and ineffective. Since
policies adopt a fragmented
approach, they do not always
achieve the desired goals, and in
fact, adversely affect each other’s
potential to do so.

A good example of an
integrated approach comes from
the ecological practices of rural
communities in western India. For
example, the practice of
establishing orans. Orans are
sacred forests which hold deep
religious and cultural significance
to local communities. Some
communities have been
establishing orans to serve an
additional purpose — water
conservation. By augmenting tree
and grass cover, orans trap surface
runoff and support in-situ
rainwater harvesting. Such an
appreciation about the
interdependence of water with
other constituents of the
ecosystem is key to effective water
management and conservation.

Fourth, globally, there has been
a thrust on adopting a
more-than-human perspective in
environmental governance. This
means considering the interests of

the non-human environment in
laws and policies that regulate the
environment. This approach is
based on the idea that the
non-human environment has an
intrinsic value, and so its interests
must be considered in
environmental policies. The
judiciary has often subscribed to
this approach and developed
compelling jurisprudence
recognising the rights of nature.
However, water policies have
overlooked this aspect. Their sole
focus has been on human needs
for water. Contrastingly, water
management practices of some of
the local communities in western
India take a more holistic
perspective to water governance.
For example, the amount of water
available for irrigation is partly
dependent on its sufficient
availability for animals.

A final issue is the impact of
climate change on water. A recent
report published in the journal
Nature concluded that as global
temperatures rise, the water gap
in India will widen. Both climate
and water policies must address
the impact of climate change on
water. Water policies must focus
on creating climate-resilient water
systems and increasing the climate
resilience of existing systems;
climate policies, particularly
adaptation policies, should focus
on building the resilience of
ecosystems to water gaps.

Beyond the rhetoric

A common theme across these
suggestions is that local and
indigenous communities and their
practices can support effective
water management. Therefore,
rural water policies should
facilitate active engagement with
communities. This means moving
beyond the existing rhetoric of
engagement, and centering
communities’ voices in the
decision-making process. While
doing so, we must be mindful that
communities’ practices may come
with their own limitations which
should be addressed through
sensitisation and capacity building
where required.

The Role of Communities in Conserving Water
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On March 22, World Water Day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
emphasized the need for collective action to conserve water for
present and future generations.

22 AT, faeg S f@w WXy siig A A goAnT 3 wiasy i difeat
¥ forT wefes FRETS & ATCTH & STl HIETUT Y raTTar W SR &=

o The Ministry of Jal Shakti launched the Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain 2025,
highlighting community participation in water conservation.

el AfFT FATTT 7 ST ATFT HRATET: 7 & Yo7 2025 ¥ YB3 T, IaH woerTr Hir
sTaferY IR SR fer= I

Issues for Consideration

R 3= 39T Aqeg

o Policies should ensure effective community participation and integrate their
ecological knowledge in water management.

ahforat i gerrdt wngeris smefiert gafRad Feel aife iR STor yeitre & Serehr
IR feufadr a@1st =1 fAs e TR u|

o Indigenous and local communities have rich ecological knowledge, but
decision-making is still dominated by state authorities.

Faeelt AR T TR & gre ey aRfPufas e &, Afse oot o &
uferd 378t 7 o Yol & T &

o Water User Associations (WUAs) were formed in the 1990s for participatory
irrigation management, but they lack decision-making authority.

STl 3USFAT G (WUAS) T 1990 & 2k H SfierY fAmg veere & fow g
R aram 21, AfFeT 35 ure fAvir aa iy afFa 7 &1

e Water policies should address the vulnerability of marginalized groups to
environmental crises.

Srer sfiferat @1 g1 o¥ a3 wegel T watavoiir Hwel & wfer Hagerefterar wt earer 7 w@er
U

o Socially and economically marginalized groups face greater risks from water
scarcity and climate change.

FrATRoF 3R 3T w7 § F1RIT W 93 T STel Feohe 3R Sterarg aRad= & sifas
@A S B

o Policies must recognize their role in water management and ensure their
participation in decision-making.
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AT Y e yaUeT 7 3T AT F FHFR F A1few iR Aoy a7 3
srafer giafaa ww @i

e Fragmentation in water management must be addressed to ensure an integrated
approach.

ool yaerel & far@ra Y g fFam ser g arfes vehrehd efSeentor srerar S @ |

o Forests, water bodies, land, and biodiversity are governed by separate
policies, ignoring their interdependence.

g, el e, A 31X Sha Rfdrar 1 sreer-sraer Afaat garr Farfed frar arar
&, Fora® 37T qrEwR fstaT 1 e el B

o Existing efforts for integrated water management are limited and need
stronger implementation.

TAIFA e o ¥ fow Alser v ©fAT § 3R 37 Aerey srateage B
IS ¢ |

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

The Role of Communities in Conserving Water 9Teit H#I&T0T 3 HIGTaT
AGED

o

e A good example of an integrated approach comes from the ecological practices of
rural communities in western India.

T TTSCHIVT T U IHTBT 3GTG0T TIRTAT HR o ATHIVT AT T aiREufdedhg

AT & 37T B

e Orans are sacred forests that hold deep religious and cultural significance to local
communities.

3T 9fdT o1 B, S T wAHEE & fow argdr enfiies 3R diespiaes Ager @d B |

e Some communities establish orans for additional purposes like water conservation.
F6 WHETT HROT TR FIA ¢ STel TRETOT o1 iR 3egeat & fav|

e By augmenting tree and grass cover, orans trap surface runoff and support in-situ
rainwater harvesting.

a7 3R a1 & AT T 1, T WAS! STel q61d 1 Ul 8 3N Tl I W el
T T GAST ad & |

e Such appreciation of water interdependence is key to effective water management
and conservation.

STl T TR FA3IRAT Y WHSTAT FHTAT Sfel HeitreT 31X HET0T & fovw Ageaqot &

e Fourth, globally, there has been a thrust on adopting a more-than-human perspective
in environmental governance.

dteT, 3RTF T W, TATGONT AT A ATAT T T TTEhIUT 3TATY I SR feam aram &

e This means considering the interests of the non-human environment in laws and
policies.

g1 7Y 7 I-ATTERT gafaor & el 9% far & FreEn 3R At 71
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e Thejudiciary has often recognized the rights of nature in its compelling
jurisprudence.

AT F 3R TPfa & SfAFRT @ Aear & § 3l serme faftremes |

e However, water policies have focused only on human needs and ignored nature’s
requirements.

gTeriTen, Ster sfiferat daer ATeTa smavawanst 9T Hie W § 3T st A vt
3T 1 778 &

e In contrast, some local communities in western India take a holistic approach to
water governance.

38 faadla, o sIRa & To T TerT ST AT # FHA TREHIT 9T 2|

o For example, water availability for irrigation is managed considering its sufficient
availability for animals.

3eTEY0T & AT, AT & AT Ja Y 3uaeudr & 4T fFar Jar § arfe I8 J=a &
for ofr e @

o Afinalissueis the impact of climate change on water.
3ifeer AeeT o1 W Srerarg aRader &1 o g

e« Arecent report in Nature concluded that as temperatures rise, India’s water gap
will widen.

Aa iy A v giferar Rule & 3qaR, aaAmT ae § SR 3 el Iare qge|

e Both climate and water policies must address climate change's impact on water.
ool 3R Srerarg Afoat F STaary aRade F S W THE F FEO AT e aRwl

e Water policies should focus on creating climate-resilient water systems.
S A Y STarg-TeT STl JOITel dellel I3 AT o7 AT

e Climate policies should focus on building ecosystem resilience to water gaps.
Srerary At Y STer avrer & forw qIiRfPAfadY = hr fuRar W earer &ar =g

e Beyond the rhetoric, local and indigenous communities can support effective water
management.

A sareraTsl & 3mer sg, U 3R faTet FHErr FeTdY SieT Teere 7 Hgrer
gohd g
e Rural water policies should facilitate active community engagement.

areftor Srer siferat Ft waeETA Fr wfea smefer Y warw s afgw)

e This means moving beyond rhetoric and centering community voices in decision-
making.
FHHT 7Y ¢ Fae aral & A FgaT, AT Aot F wepErat Y ararer : Fa A @

e We must recognize that community practices may have limitations and address
them through capacity building.

g 9% TSR a1 Afev fF wngarfie womsit F W g wwdh § 31K 3¢ aHar Ao &
HATETH § gol AT d1igU|

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in
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Malhotra advises caution in
battling money laundering

RBI Governor urges policymakers to ensure that their measures to safeguard the financial system

against terror financing and money laundering do not end up hurting legitimate investments

GS Paper lll: Internal
ISecurity

MUMBAI

hile efforts
w should be
made to make

financial systems secure
against money laundering
and terror financing, poli-
cymakers should be mind-
ful that their measures do
not stifle legitimate invest-
ments and activities, Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
Governor Sanjay Malhotra
said on Wednesday.

He was speaking at the
Private Sector Collabora-
tive Forum (PSCF) 2025 of
the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) which is be-
ing held for the first time in
the country. “You would

Double-edged sword

Multiple laws cast high level of compliance burden on
regulated financial service providers, says Malhotra

M Must have laws
with surgical
precision that target
only the ‘illegitimate
and illicit’

W Authorities
must keepin
mind its impact
oh persons and
businesses

B Such measures must be considered
only as a step toward reducing the
compliance burden

appreciate that multiple
laws and rules, each with
their own level of granular-
ity, cast a high level of bur-
den of compliance on the
regulated financial service
providers. This is relevant
in the context of anti-mo-

ney laundering (AML) -
countering the financing of
terrorism (CFT) too,” he
told the gathering.
“Therefore, we need to
have laws and regulations
which, with surgical preci-
sion, target only the illegiti-

mate and illicit, rather than
use them as blunt tools
which unintentionally hurt
even the honest,” he said.
Mr. Malhotra said while
implementing the regula-
tions, authorities needed
to keep in mind the impact
on persons and business-
es. “Risk-based approach is
recommended in this re-
gard. But let us keep in
mind that this is only a step
forward in reducing com-
pliance burden,” he said.
“Let us appreciate that it is
not the ultimate solution,
as any risk-based approach
is not perfect; we need to
continuously refine and
improve our risk assess-
ment models to make
them robust,” he added.

Malhotra advises caution in battling money laundering

HORET o HAl AMe3T A AST A ASdT e I TATg &

RBI Governor urges policymakers to ensure that their measures to
safeguard the financial system against terror financing and money
laundering do not end up hurting legitimate investments.

IS TraeiT o AfA-fanvansit & smars fFrar @ 3 smas fadyor ik #=i
difeger & f@ard faeha qorrel A geat & fav 31 7T Feat @ du fada H
THATA o Tgaa &

e While efforts should be made to make financial systems secure against money

laundering and terror financing, policymakers should ensure that their measures do not
stifle legitimate investments and activities, said Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
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Governor Sanjay Malhotra on Wednesday.
TUAR I ARAT ReTa o (RBI) F I W AT o el foh FHell ellfesaT IR A
farerdivor & @t faeiar yormel 3 QRieTd S & I fohw S @nfee, e hfa-
AT 1 Ig o AT et =R fob Soveh Uy Aer favder R arfafafergt st arfera
T H|

e He was speaking at the Private Sector Collaborative Forum (PSCF) 2025 of the

Financial Action Task Force (FATF), which is being held for the first time in the
country.

I8 PISATAT TFAT TFF B (FATF) & IISaC AFeT FrotaRfed BRHA (PSCF) 2025 H
JreT 3g ¥, S &2 # ggell IR IS Rar S @I R

e “You would appreciate that multiple laws and rules, each with their own level of
granularity, cast a high level of compliance burden on regulated financial service

providers. This is relevant in the context of anti-money laundering (AML) and
countering the financing of terrorism (CFT) too,” he told the gathering.

3ogiel gl " HTT TE WHSA [ F$ Fefet AN fA#, 3 3roeh fafdrseanat & @y amep g
¢, Taferafare farefier Qar weranait o) 3 reyaTere 8 STeld 8| I8 Heet Al difegar faedt
(AML) 3R 3 faaaivor ARl (CFT) & fore siy rafares &

o “Therefore, we need to have laws and regulations which, with surgical precision,

target only the illegitimate and illicit, rather than using them as blunt tools which
unintentionally hurt even the honest,” he said.

3-giel gl "FHTAT, A ¥ FepeT 3R e aifee st aéwar & arg Fa srdw s
seftFa afafafdat # affa #X, 7 & 35§ FOR 30T it R sFaATe v sie foraa
SR W 1 3 bl Tg1”

e Mr. Malhotra said while implementing the regulations, authorities needed to keep in
mind the impact on persons and businesses.

AR o &gl o Al 1 e i T077, FfRFRET #F safaaal i saqamat o s
qTel HTT T €T H I@AT AT

e “Risk-based approach is recommended in this regard. But let us keep in mind that this
is only a step forward in reducing compliance burden,” he said.

3egiot hel, "S- TEHIT (Risk-based approach) 38 Hgst # 3rifda g1
AT g3 Tg AHST AR B I§ Fael SeTITT HR FI FA FI A G2 7 v FaA g1

“Let us appreciate that it is not the ultimate solution, as any risk-based approach is not
perfect; we need to continuously refine and improve our risk assessment models to make
them robust,” he added.

Sogiel 3EY T, " & I8 TNFR T IRT i I8 FS 3w FATTT 781 &, Fif :18
-3 TREHIT quier: TEF AT 81T, & et SNTRHA ATt AISH HT AINMAR FEEAT
3R A =t ey
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TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Panel seeks comprehensive review of GST framework

Y7ol o SNTHEY S/ Y <ATIeh AR T AT A

2. Santosh, U.K.’s official Oscar entry, blocked by CBFC in
India

A, I.&. & fAFRE 3wt gfafee, IRa & CBFC g@rT
yfasfaa

Past and present

PCS
A Coast Guard vessel passes through Pamban channel as Railway authorltles lifted the vertical span of the New Pamban Rail Bridge during a
dry run on Wednesday. The Bridge, seen alongside the old one, is likely to be inaugurated by PM Narendra Modi on April 6. L. BALACHANDAR
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LS passes law
to setup
Tribhuvan
University

[PCs

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Wednes-
day passed the Tribhuvan
Sahkari University Bill,
2025, to establish the coun-
try’s first national coopera-
tive university at the Insti-
tute of Rural Management
Anand in Gujarat. It aims
to revolutionise education,
research, and training in
the cooperative sector.

Union Home and Coop-
eration Minister Amit Shah
said the university is pro-
posed to be set up in Guja-
rat because the State go-
vernment allotted land for
it, adding that the universi-
ty’s jurisdiction will be
nationwide.

“The cooperative train-
ing institutes in all States
will be registered as
schools or colleges under
the university. It will work
on a hub-and-spoke mo-
del. It will have degree, di-
ploma, and PhD courses.
Around 8 lakh people are
expected to get certifica-
tion from the university
per year,” Mr. Shah said.

It is named after Tribhu-
van Kashibhai Patel, the
founder of cooperative dai-
ry giant Amul, he added.

Panel seeks comprehensive review of GST
framework

Yool o SNeEdY e/ Y <aTqs HYET i AT

o Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee (PAC) has
recommended that the Finance Ministry undertake a
comprehensive review of the GST framework to identify and
eliminate unnecessary procedures that complicate compliance.

T 1 AF AW WA (PAC) A e Harerd 1 Shwwd) = #r
STYF GHET Hla) hI FABIRET HT § aTfer =g qfhansit o

TETT 3R FEHAT ST W, S Je]UTeled T Aol Sl & |

e The PAC, inits 19th report presented to Parliament on
Wednesday, suggested streamlining the return filing process by
consolidating forms and reducing the frequency of filings where
possible.

TUAR Y TG H 97 Y 78 39l 108 R 7 PAC o Reet af@er
FXA Y R FY WIS T, BiH F FARFT T 3R @ wIa A,
TS foier Y ATGRY FoT FTet h1 BT |

¢ |t also pushed for a tiered compliance approach, where smaller
businesses face fewer requirements and simplified processes
compared to larger entities, reducing the burden on smaller
taxpayers.

SHel TN IreTqTelel TISCHIVT 3T T Thleld I, fSTad B
STIHTAT Y T3 FEATAT Y oIl 7 HA ITaeTHanit AR wxer afranait
FT HIHAAT FIT 92, 0D B FISAIHT 9T 9187 A Q|

e The Ministry has been asked to improve the user-friendliness

of the GST portal and ensure that it provides guidance and
support to taxpayers at every step in the filing process.

HATT § w9 FY 7 sTARTRAT- IR T 3R TE
AT &t & ToIT gt 3T § Toh I8 FIaranait 1 wrsfar aftear &
& 0T H ARTee 3R Wergar yere #X

¢ The committee has called for arevamped GST 2.0 after
consultation with stakeholders to address their concerns and
ensure the timely collection of taxes.

afafa a faurs! & weret & a1 SHead) 2.0 F goretea AR A &

o sereht RIam3i &1 wameTe fFar 3 a@% 3 w0 A 7T W) aaeh gafvad &l
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Concerns over penalties and compliance

&3 3R 31T # AF R

The PAC highlighted significant challenges faced by taxpayers, particularly
criminal penalties imposed on honest taxpayers for unintentional errors.

PAC & FGTATT G@RT el ST I8 A qor oitfardl Y 390K a1, T W) $AmER
FIETI3H Y AT # g8 wfadi W ERT frv sma iy Riar sz Ay

Regarding registration, the committee argued that biometric-based Aadhaar
authentication issues could hinder the vision of ‘One Nation, One Tax’.

YSHTEHIOT IFHAT Y ahT, ATATT  FeT o araafEs-3mania smar gaAmiieor 7 3ma arelt
FHAEITC ‘GoT 12T, Tl SFA’ S TTOCHIVT T AT < Fohll & |
The share of indirect taxes in total revenue receipts fell from 38.76% in 2017-18 to

36.92% in 2019-20. The PAC urged the Finance Ministry to use Al and data analytics
for more accurate revenue projections.

Tl TSIEd WICal 3 Iyeget FU A REAGRY 2017-18 & 38.76% @ geH 2019-20 H
36.92% B | PAC & o HATera & HEF Tored AT aollet & T Uams 3i 3er
TATffETFH T 3TN FI FT ITAE HATI

Need for a transparent refund mechanism

gReeft Reg gorrelr &Y 3maegerdr

The PAC recommended implementing a transparent refund system, including clear
timelines for processing claims and regular updates to taxpayers.

PAC ¥ T qRgelf Rz yommelt amy w3 i Rwiier A, [5w# gmat & fvers & faw wwse
Y HAT AR FETarat F AT 93T wereT FI@ 1 Iraee g

It suggested establishing a dedicated grievance redressal mechanism for refund-
related issues.

30« s ¥ afd 9HEAsEt & Qv ve a#@iq Red fAarer a9 Taid #I & 1

gera fea|

The PAC also recommended a simplified GST compliance framework, especially
designed for MSMEs, to fast-track and automate return filing and refund
processing.

PAC & faQIy &7 & MSME & faT v e sftewdl srqparery e iy fRier 1, foaa
et wrs e il Rovs wftkan &t @ sitt Faanfoa fmar o w&)

This should include reducing the frequency of return filings and allowing for a more
straightforward online reporting process.

g Reat wrsfoler #t ngfr w7 w3 3R v 3 siterarger Raiféer ufkar ey #&
famiRer frae g
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Santosh, UK’s official
Oscar entry, blocked
by CBFC in India

lPCcs |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The internationally ac-
claimed Santosh has been
denied certification for
theatrical release in India
after the Central Board of
Film Certification (CBFC)
objected to its portrayal of
police brutality, caste dis-
crimination, and misogy-
ny, according to reports
from The Guardian.

Written and directed by
British-Indian filmmaker
Sandhya Suri, Santosh fol-
lows the journey of a
young widow who joins
the police force and inves-
tigates the murder of a Da-
lit girl.

The film, which tackles
themes of misogyny, caste-
based violence, and insti-
tutional Islamophobia, has
received widespread criti-
cal praise.

It was the U.K’s official
entry for the Oscars inter-
national feature category,
and earned a BAFTA nomi-
nation for best debut fea-
ture. Lead actor Shahana
Goswami won the best ac-
tress title at the Asian Film
Awards.

Despite its  success
abroad, the CBFC refused
to approve Santosh for

T

[

Sandhya Suri

the move “heartbreaking”,
in an interview with The
Guardian. She noted that
while films tackling police
violence are not new to In-
dian cinema, Santosh may
have unsettled censors due
to its realistic and morally
complex portrayal of law
enforcement.

“It was surprising for all
of us because I didn’t feel
that these issues were par-
ticularly new to Indian ci-
nema or hadn’t been
raised before by other
films,” she said.

Suri also revealed that
the CBFC’s demands for
cuts were so extensive that
implementing them would
have made it “impossible”
to retain the integrity of
the film.

Though she is legally

Santosh, U.K.’s official Oscar entry,
blocked by CBFC in India

A, Z.¥. Y faraRe
yfafee, s & CBFC g@rr fasfaa

. The internationally acclaimed film Santosh has
been denied certification for theatrical release in India
after the Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC)
objected to its portrayal of police brutality, caste
discrimination, and misogyny, according to reports from
The Guardian.
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. The film is written and directed by British-Indian
filmmaker Sandhya Suri and follows the journey of a
young widow who joins the police force and
investigates the murder of a Dalit girl.
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fafea sttt PRI § 31 v gar Rrerar i sl # qaich
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. Santosh tackles themes of misogyny, caste-
based violence, and institutional Islamophobia,
receiving widespread critical acclaim.
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‘Heartbreaking’ the list of requested edits y . .
Resicting to the CRFCS 06 45 spamiing seversl pages.  ° It was the U.K.’s official entry for the Oscars in

cision, Ms. Suri expressed
disappointment, calling

and touching on core
themes of the story.

the International Feature category and earned a
BAFTA nomination for Best Debut Feature.
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Lead actor Shahana Goswami won the Best Actress title at the Asian Film Awards.
THE AT AT AT o TRt Reeer srarsw 7 wadrss ifasr =1 e e

Despite its success abroad, the CBFC refused to approve Santosh for theatrical
release in India.
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‘Heartbreaking’ decision, says director

fae A araT v — e

Reacting to the CBFC’s decision, Ms. Suri expressed disappointment, calling the
move “heartbreaking”, in an interview with The Guardian.
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She noted that films tackling police violence are not new to Indian cinema, but
Santosh may have unsettled censors due to its realistic and morally complex
portrayal of law enforcement.
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“It was surprising for all of us because | didn’t feel that these issues were
particularly new to Indian cinema or hadn’t been raised before by other films,” she
said.
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Ms. Suri also revealed that CBFC’s demands for cuts were so extensive that
implementing them would have made it “impossible” to retain the integrity of the
film.
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Though she is legally restricted from disclosing specifics, she described the list of

requested edits as spanning several pages and touching on core themes of the
story.
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