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Battle of Panipat is
a symbol of Maratha

bravery, says Fadnavis

|GS Paper I: History

Abhinay Deshpande
MUMBALI

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on
Tuesday said that the Third
Battle of Panipat was a tes-
tament to the bravery of
the Marathas and not a re-
minder of their defeat.
Speaking in the State As-
sembly during a debate on
the ‘Last Week Motion’ in-
itiated by the Opposition,
he spoke on the Marathas’
valour in the historic battle
against Afghan ruler Ah-
mad Shah Abdali in 1761.
Mr. Fadnavis also in-
formed the House that the
Maharashtra government
is constructing a Shiv Sma-
rak (memorial of Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Maharaj) in
Agra. Additionally, land is
being acquired in Panipat,
Haryana, for a memorial

commemorating the Ma-
rathas’ role in the battle.

However, Opposition
Nationalist Congress Party
(Sharadchandra  Pawar)
MLA Jitendra Awhad ques-
tioned the need for a me-
morial at Panipat, arguing
that it marked a Maratha
defeat. “Panipat is neither
a symbol of our bravery
nor our defeat. It only re-
minds me of loss. There is
no memorial of defeat in
the world,” Mr. Awhad
remarked.

Countering this, Mr.
Fadnavis reiterated that
the battle was a reflection
of Maratha courage. He re-
called how, at the time, the
emperor in Delhi was pay-
ing ‘chauth’ (tribute) to the
Marathas. When Abdali
captured Delhi, he sought
Maratha intervention to re-
claim the city.

AT Y AT 9T 919 Fr

e Mr. Fadnavis also informed the House that the Maharashtra government is
constructing a Shiv Smarak (memorial of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj) in Agra.

Y BT 7 HeoT T Tg HY IATAT foh AGRISE WIHR IPRT H AU RIarsi ASRIST F1
RIT TARS T1 W &

e Additionally, land is being acquired in Panipat, Haryana, for a memorial
commemorating the Marathas’ role in the battle.

$Heh 37cTTaT, FRATOM F TTeAIer & FITST Y HfAFT Y I1¢ FA F AT v FARF & T
s{f& e Hr s @ gl

Battle of Panipat is a symbol of
Maratha bravery, says Fadnavis

QT T IS AT FAT T
Yol §, BSUrEH F Fgl

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Tuesday said that the
Third Battle of Panipat was a
testament to the bravery of the
Marathas and not a reminder of their
defeat.

HERTSE & HEIHA &dg B3ordy o
HITAAR I F8T o aT areiiae e
AT T ST FT TATOT 4T, 7 F 3T
W $ 5|

. Speaking in the State Assembly during a
debate on the ‘Last Week Motion’ initiated by the
Opposition, he spoke on the Marathas’ valour in
the historic battle against Afghan ruler Ahmad
Shah Abdali in 1761.

U ferrerwe A fauet gan o e 7w ‘aree i
Aerer Y TgT & GRIA, 3egied 1761 H B

ATHF HEHE ATE IeaTell o Th Vg s Jeur &
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Opposition’s Reaction

faer Y wfaferar

e NCP (Sharadchandra Pawar) MLA Jitendra Awhad questioned the need for a
memorial at Panipat, arguing that it marked a Maratha defeat.

Teeardl HIAW Ul (REHg 9aR) F s Sdg 3megs & geiad # TRE Y

TG HAT TR Tl 31T, aga%aﬁguﬁsugmwmmm%l
e “Panipat is neither a symbol of our bravery nor our defeat. It only reminds me of
loss. There is no memorial of defeat in the world,” Mr. Awhad remarked.

‘TN o A FARY AT HT Telh § AR T & g7 Rord F7| Jg 7 Hao gifa H1 a1
fEeTar & | g & wRIeTT &1 1§ TR w181 e’ »ft TS F el

Fadnavis’ Counterargument

weurdig $Y giafshar

e Mr. Fadnavis reiterated that the battle was a reflection of Maratha courage.

it weordie F Qe & Ig Yeu AvreT dRar # wfafda |
o He recalled how, at the time, the emperor in Delhi was paying ‘chauth’ (tribute) to
the Marathas.

3ol ITe o & 39 THy, Red & FaAE AS) i ‘Al (#3) 37eT FT @ A
e When Abdali captured Delhi, he sought Maratha intervention to reclaim the city.

SIS JreaTell A feell W FHeaT 1 forT, oY 3T ATST F AR FT YA: WIed FA & fAw
FEARIT e T I |
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Activists walk
along banks of
Rushikulya to

oppose dam

[GS Paper | |
The Hindu Bureau

BHUBANESWAR

A 10-day padayatra cover-
ing nearly 100 villages
along the banks of the
Rushikulya river in Odish-
a’s Ganjam district con-
cluded on Tuesday, with
activists raising a call to
halt a proposed dam,
warning that it would ob-
struct its natural flow.
“The Pipalapanka forest
serves as the primary wa-
ter source for the Rushiku-
lya River. However, reser-
voirs have long been
constructed on each of its
key tributaries, preventing
them from -contributing
any water to the Rushiku-
lya during the summer
months,” Prafulla Saman-
tara, president of Lokshak-
ti Abhiyan and a Goldman
Environmental awardee,
said. “The dam will ob-
struct the flow from Pipala-
panka to the Ganjam
mouth of the Bay of Bengal
from November to June,
causing the river to dry up.
This will disrupt its ecolo-
gy, render all lift irrigation
pumps inoperative, and
leave tanks and wells with-
out water as groundwater
levels decline,” he said.
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Activists walk along banks of Rushikulya to
oppose dam

SAFEAT AT & fohar FrRIFATIT HT Jeer AT arer F1
farer

A 10-day padayatra covering nearly 100 villages along the
banks of the Rushikulya River in Odisha’s Ganjam district
concluded on Tuesday, with activists raising a call to halt
a proposed dam.

3NF3AT & e o 7 TTAFeAT /e F fFa HaY efarsrar 100
mﬁﬁwmmlo-mmmaﬁmg,
T SEAFATHT o yEarfad a1er i Avet Y AT 30T

o Activists warned that the dam would obstruct the natural flow of the
river.

HRAFATT o Aaraeh & for Ig aer &Y & WpfaT are i Iravey FT 3|

Concerns over the Pipalapanka forest
FiaerdehT SieTel &Y e fRidT

. “The Pipalapanka forest serves as the primary water source for the
Rushikulya River,” said Prafulla Samantara, president of Lokshakti Abhiyan
and a Goldman Environmental awardee.

AT AT & reat I MesHa wiawor R Rsiar Tged A
g1, draegeT Starer $RFear e F fore 7T I W & § F F FAT 8

. He added that reservoirs have already been constructed on key
tributaries, preventing them from contributing water to Rushikulya during
summer months.

3egiet I 3 I foh AET WEAF Afedl W 9g W & AR T¢I T ¢,
S & aiffat & w7t & sRFear F1 e & 7 Iraad g o ¢

Impact of the proposed dam

Y& S1¢T T IH T
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“The dam will obstruct the flow from Pipalapanka to the Ganjam mouth of the Bay
of Bengal from November to June, causing the river to dry up,” Samantara warned.

HHRT o UcAraet &1 foh qrer e & ST aF NaerahT @ ST Y WIS & ITS1H {o aF &
yaTg 1 Ak &9, STad w1l g@ S|

This would disrupt the river’s ecology, render all lift irrigation pumps inoperative,
and cause groundwater levels to decline, leaving tanks and wells without water.

3aq 74 i Rfeufad aiftra geft, @i foree s av fAfwa 8 seer, 3 serer w2
farx Sreen, fora@ areTe AR FT g@ Smea |

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations))

1.

Govt., Opposition call for collegium system reform

TR AR RAver A Fiaforas yome 7 gar $r aer Hir

. Centre Drops Import Duty on Goods for EV, Phone

Batteries; Lok Sabha Passes Finance Bill
Fg d EV, B sl & foT AATT 9 3T Qe T,
AFTAT o o [T aia fFar

. SC to hear Katchatheevu case on Sept. 15

A FIE 15 RATa FT Feardiq AT Y Gordrs Hm

. SC considers question of timeline for Speakers to

decide on defections

IA I 7 THHT ZaRT geaed W AT ot 1 FAIHAT T
faem fora

. Parliament passes Bill to replace Boilers Act

TS of o FfAfATH ' I arar Qdas i f&ar

. Row in LS over govt. claim that T.N. gets more

MGNREGS funds than U.P
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AT 7 RAa1g: TFR F1 grar B affears & it @ sfw
AN $3 Aerar g
7. Centre must discuss river water release with Bengal

g FY T & T A< T Nelisr a1 99T F3&T Fifgw

8. No reciprocal tariffs imposed by the U.S. on India, says
Centre

AR A ART W FIS TREIRS Yo 761 TINTAT, Fg o Fgl

9. India is the safest place for minorities, says Union
Minister

AR FCTHETH! & T Fa@ FIAT TuTeT 8, Frr 7=t F T

10. 10 months after NEET paper leak, NTA yet to fill five
new positions

e IR i & 10 AL 91E, TASIT 37 g IIT T g 1g] )
qrar

11. The ‘Great Abandonment’ of Afghanistan
HHITATATST BT 'HETA TR

12. The Canadian election, shaped by Trudeau and
Trump

€31 3 ST & YT H FHeATsT HT FoATq
13. A bad omen for public trust in vaccines

&t A ST ForeaTw & forw v g Hahe

14. India’s Approach to Citizens on Death Row Abroad
fagent & #ia $r o gtv AR ARIRST & gfa R &1 s
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Govt., Opposition call for collegium system reform

Current system lacks transparency, say both sides after a meeting of Rajya Sabha floor leaders chaired by V-P Dhankhar; Leader of the House Nadda to have a one-on-one

meeting with floor leaders to try and arrive at a ‘solution’; Leader of the Opposition Kharge urges the government to clarify its stance on the

IGS Paper IlI: Judicia

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

he Vice-President
Tand Rajya Sabha
Chairman Jagdeep

Dhankhar chaired a meet-
ing of Rajya Sabha floor
leaders on Tuesday in the
context of recovery of half-
burnt Indian currency
notes at the official resi-
dence of the High Court
judge Justice Yashwant Var-
ma on March 14, building
ground for another inter-
vention by Parliament into
judicial appointments.
While both the Centre
and the Opposition con-
curred on the need for an
alternative to the present
collegium system of ap-
pointments, which the two
sides said lacked transpa-
rency, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha and Congress presi-
dent, Mallikarjun Kharge,

Govt., Opposition call for collegium

Address :
Email Id :

placed the onus on the go-
vernment to clarify its posi-
tion.

At the end of the incon-
clusive meeting, it was de-
cided that BJP president
and the Leader of the
House in the Rajya Sabha
J.P. Nadda would have a
one-on-one meeting with
all floor leaders to try and
arrive at a “solution.”

Earlier in the day, Mr.
Dhankhar, on the floor of
the House, said that the
discovery of half-burnt
notes was “undoubtedly
serious” and it was a “very
critical issue that is agitat-
ing the minds in branches
of governance.” Referring
to the National Judicial Ap-
pointments Commission
(NJAC) Act passed by Par-
liament, he said that if the
mechanism for judicial ap-
pointments had not been
struck down by the Su-
preme Court, things would

T |

Jagdeep Dhankhar before conducting the proceedings of the House
during the Budget Session in Parliament on Tuesday. ANl

have been different. The
NJAC Bill ratified by 16 As-
semblies and assented to
by the President in Decem-
ber 2014 was struck down
by the Supreme Court in
October 2015.

“Now, it is befitting the
occasion to reiterate [that
it] was a visionary step.
And imagine if that had ta-
ken place, things would

have been different,” Mr.
Dhankhar said.

He also questioned Par-
liament’s relevance in the
situation.

“‘Very critical issue’

“We will come back to the
House on this very critical
important issue that con-
cerns much beyond the
judicial mess. It concerns

Panel begins inquiry,
visits residence of judge

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A three-member
committee of judges on
Tuesday began its in-depth
inquiry into the allegation
that “sacks of half-burnt
currency” were found

after dousing a fire in a
storeroom at the residence
of Delhi High Court judge
Justice Yashwant Varma,
who has been taken off
judicial work.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 5

the sovereignty of Parlia-
ment and the supremacy
of Parliament, and wheth-
er at all we are relevant,”
the Vice President said.

At the hour-long meet-
ing, he reiterated these
points. In a reply to this,
Mr. Kharge said that the
Chairperson’s  concerns
were valid, and there was a
need to look for an alterna-

tive judicial appointments
system while still maintain-
ing judicial independence.
Specifically on the ques-
tion of the NJAC, Mr.
Kharge said it was for the
government to clarify its
stand. The Opposition
could react only if the go-
vernment brought in a
proposal.

Trinamool  Congress

system reform

TR AR faaar & SreforasT qomelt 7 FUr i AT Hir

Current system lacks transparency, say both sides after a meeting of
Rajya Sabha floor leaders chaired by Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar.

TAATA YOI IREGTAAT T FAT I@AT §, I§ T IWISCUT ST @S Y
mmﬁgéummmﬁmaﬁaﬁrﬁwﬁmﬁqﬁ#aré’n

Leader of the House J.P. Nadda to have a one-on-one meeting with floor leaders to
try and arrive at a solution.

T & AdT o 9T, FAZST FAR AT o ATY Tol-3HTA-TeT A3 3T cATieh AT feTehTell ST

NJAC Act, struck down by the SC

(TMC) MP Sukendu Sekhar
Roy said that these issues
should be discussed on the
floor of Parliament and not
in an ante-chamber. Since
the NJAC had already been
struck down by the Su-
preme Court, the govern-
ment should have a clear
road map on what would
happen if that recurred, he
added.

Mr. Nadda said that a
distinction should be made
on the issue at hand in the
discovery of half-burnt cur-
rency notes at the resi-
dence of a Delhi High
Court judge, and the larger
issue of finding an alterna-
tive to the present Collegi-
um system. Mr. Nadda said
he would have “a one-on-
one chat over the next few
days with all the floor lead-
ers” to decide on the next
steps.

(With inputs from
Sandeep Phukan)

Leader of the Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge urges the government to clarify its
stance on the NJAC Act, which was struck down by the Supreme Court.

faqer & AT AfCTHRTSA T A THR A NIAC HfOfaTa W vt ufar Fose et 1
31ar fopa, ford gofter e F @iier &1 o o)

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

Page7

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

g il CONTACT: 9971932488

Vice-President Dhankhar chaired the meeting

IRTSEUTT UAE@S A S5 Y CF&TAT Y

e The meeting was held in the context of the recovery of half-burnt Indian currency
notes at the official residence of High Court judge Justice Yashwant Varma on
March 14.

TE o 14 AT Y §1§ HIE SToT SACCH JAAd TAT o AR foFard o HTe s7el gw
AT FHIHT Al Y AN F Ty F 3mafag 1 73|

o Both the Centre and the Opposition agreed on the need for an alternative to the
current collegium system, citing lack of transparency.

Fg 3 RA9eT Y & ITHT FIATSITH YOI T RAFeq T W GgAS SIdTs, Fife
SHH IRETAT HY FAT ¢

o Mallikarjun Kharge placed the onus on the government to clarify its position on
judicial appointments.

Afeaarel @sat & WFR W e stelt 3 ag 7anf¥ss fAgfardat ov 3o vu wose

BJP president J.P. Nadda to hold individual meetings
STSTaT 3regeT o Y. AgsT AP doF LA

e At the end of the inconclusive meeting, it was decided that J.P. Nadda would have
one-on-one discussions with floor leaders to find a solution.

AU do& & 37T H Jg I o 137 o At s158T TR ATt & AT ao1-3iTe-ge1 T4t
Y3 ATioh HHATETST ThIeT ST Teh|

e Vice-President Dhankhar said the recovery of half-burnt notes was an undoubtedly
serious issue affecting governance.

mWﬁm%mmgmﬁﬁmﬁwmmw%ﬁam
T IHATTIT AT g |

Reference to NJAC Act
NJAC ffaaH &1 gas

e Dhankhar referred to the National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) Act,
saying that if it had not been struck down by the Supreme Court, things would have
been different.

UEs A TAT # A1 fAgfFa amahr (NJAC) srffarer s garer fean 3k et f& af
S8 NA FIE o WIS 381 v g, & e srerer @t

e The NJAC Bill was ratified by 16 Assemblies and assented to by the President in
December 2014, but was struck down by the Supreme Court in October 2015.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page8

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

NJAC fartar Y 16 faremeraremait gan sregafee fam ram o 31k 5@ fewa 2014
Tregafer i Aot fArelt ofY, wifsher arrga 2015 & Fier F1E A 37 TR 1 |

Concerns over Parliament’s relevance
TS Y TrEAFAT ST AT RAar

e Vice-President Dhankhar questioned whether Parliament remains relevant, given the
judiciary’s power over appointments.

IRTSEIT @S o Falel 3517 fo =arganforet & AgfFaal W iftesR & Joa gag
A e Feil §% & a1 78 |

e He emphasized that this issue concerns not just the judicial system, but also the
sovereignty and supremacy of Parliament.

3e5IeT SR S gl T I8 Acal R =i yorrelt € 781, afew awe i wwsgan sk
wafoerar & #ft 37 g3 ¥

Opposition’s response and demand for clarity

et Fr wfaferar stk Tasear i #@mr

o Mallikarjun Kharge agreed that reforms were needed, but said the government must
first clarify its position on judicial appointments.

AfeaTols @3t  WeATd qFd i fF GUR FT TaRIFAT 8, Afhet Segial el foh PR

&l Ygol F RS fAgfFaal o rvar v@ Fose Far @ifRwl
e Trinamool Congress (TMC) MP Sukendu Sekhar Roy insisted that the NJAC issue
should be debated in Parliament and not in private meetings.

qUIHE HIAF (TMC) WG Fahg AW I o SR IF F8T foh NJAC Hee TN §HE 7 989
gt TIfR, o o §¢ garst & 5|

o He asked the government to provide a clear roadmap on judicial appointments.

35l TR W #A1A fAgFFaal v veh Fave AT Tl et i HiIT |

Distinction between currency note issue and judicial reform

a1 e Agg 3R T gur 7 3w

e J.P. Nadda clarified that the issue of half-burnt currency notes and the larger
debate on judicial appointments should be treated separately.

SidY 33T A FUse AT o 3T ST g Al 1 Aegm IR 7R ARl | o 9w
T 3TT3T-37e13T ¢ W@T ST AR T

e He confirmed that he would engage in one-on-one discussions with floor leaders to
determine the next course of action.
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Centre drops import duty on goods used to make
EV, phone batteries; Lok Sabha passes Finance Bill

|GS Paper lil:

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday announced there
would be no import duties
on 35 capital goods used to
make electric vehicle (EV)
batteries and 28 items used
to make mobile phone bat-
teries to boost domestic
manufa

Replying to the debate
on the Finance Bill, which
was passed by the Lok Sab-
ha, the Minister said Cus-
toms tariff rationalisation
in Budget 2025 was aimed
at boosting domestic pro-
duction, enhancing export
competitiveness by reduc-
ing duties on raw materials
and inputs, and making
domestic products
cost-effective.

“This Finance Bill 2025
relating to the Customs
aims to rationalise tariff
structure and address duty
inversion. These will also
support  manufacturing

units, domestic value addi-
tion, promote exports, fa-
cilitate trade and also pro-
vide relief to the common
people,” she said.

The government moved
35 official amendments to
the Finance Bill, including
one to abolish a 6% digital
tax on online advertise-
ments, during its passage
in the Lower House.

‘Big step forward’
Calling the rationalisation
of Customs tariffs a “very
big step forward,” the Mi-
nister said importers
would benefit while ex-
porting industries that im-
port parts and compo-
nents, would become cost
competitive.

The announcement
came just ahead of a U.S.
delegation arriving in India
to carry forward talks on
President Donald Trump’s
proposal of imposing reci-
procal tariffs.

However, Ms. Sithara-
man asserted that the pro-

Nirmala Sltharaman speaks in the Lok Sabha during the Budget
Session of Parliament in New Delhi on Tuesday. PTI

cess of Customs tariff ra-
tionalisation had been
going for the past two
years.

The Finance Minister al-
so informed the House that
the new Income Tax Bill,
seeking to replace the In-
come Tax Act of 1961,
would be taken up for dis-
cussion during the next
Monsoon session, as it was
currently being examined
by a Select Committee of
Parliament.

Referring to the con-

cerns expressed by Oppo-
sition members regarding
income tax officers being
authorised to examine dig-
ital records for assessment
purposes in the new in-
come tax Bill, Ms. Sithara-
man said it was necessary
to make this provision as
the 1961 tax law permitted
only the examination of
physical books of accounts
or manual records of
income-expenditure.

She also informed the
House that the Income Tax

department carried out a
‘nudge’ campaign in which
taxpayers were encour-
aged to voluntarily disclose
their foreign income and
assets. SMS and E-mails
were sent to around 19,501
select taxpayers, asking
them to review their In-
come Tax returns filed for
2024-25 based on informa-
tion available to Income
Tax of foreign deposits and
assets, she said.

Cumulatively, the nudge
resulted in the declaration
of foreign assets worth
¥29,208 crore and foreign
income of 1,089 crore in
Schedule FA (foreign as-
sets) by 30,161 taxpayers,
Ms. Sitharaman added.

Noting that the Finance
Bill provides “unprece-
dented tax relief,” the Fi-
nance Minister said perso-
nal income tax collection
for 2025-26 was projected
at ¥13.6 lakh crore.

‘CLARIFY AMENDMENT’
» PAGE 5

Centre Drops Import Duty on Goods for EV, Phone Batteries;
Lok Sabha Passes Finance Bill

Fg J EV, BT deRAT & foT FATT 90 AT YoF T, aimasT
o O fadraes ot foran

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced no import
duties on 35 capital goods for EV batteries and 28 items for mobile
phone batteries to boost domestic manufacturing.

Firr R 7 Petem darwor @ eV defal & fw 35 geftera awgait sk
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While replying to the debate on the Finance Bill, which was passed in the Lok Sabha,
she said Customs tariff rationalization in Budget 2025 aims to boost domestic
production and enhance export competitiveness.

AFTHT A IR faa Qdus W 589 &1 919 a?rgtfso-sid &gl fop 2025 & dete A AT
e HIAT Y TS el T 36627 O ScUIG I FTaT &1 3R e gfreaeicaasar

TGS
Key objectives of tariff rationalization:
HAT Qe TIAAT I T ToATe & HET 38T
o Reducing duties on raw materials and inputs.
Fea AT 3R FTYC W YeF FHA FG
o Making domestic products cost-effective.
T ITUTET Y AT THTEY FATeT|
o Supporting manufacturing units and promoting exports.
fa#Tor gTEal Fr gHELde & iR T FY qemar &
o Providing relief to the common people.
ATUROT ARTRET FY TEd T&TT HLAT|

Government Moves 35 Amendments to Finance Bill

TFR 7 3 s & 35 g o

The government introduced 35 official amendments, including abolition of a 6%
digital tax on online advertisements.

TIEHR & 35 AMAFRSF TN T e, [ siferenser e« o1 6% Bioea &

HHATCT FHIT ATTAA &

Minister calls tariff rationalization a big step forward. She said importers will
benefit and exporting industries that import parts will become cost-competitive.

At o HIAT Yo FIEAT Y T3T GUR TAIT| 78e7 el 1o HATASHI Y AT gram 31T i
3EANT AT T HTATT Ft 8, 3 AT Gl a1 St |

The announcement came before a U.S. delegation's arrival to discuss President
Donald Trump’s proposal for reciprocal tariffs.

Ig T ARST afafafFse $ oRd ER A Ted g5, 5a wgufa Sees g0 &
IREIRF e JEd1d I =l graf |

Sitharaman clarified that Customs tariff rationalization has been ongoing for two
years.

HraRHoT & Fave B o WAt Yo T F W T HY TiHAT Ao o ast @ T )
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New Income Tax Bill and Foreign Asset Disclosure

o1 I Tt 3 fadeh wufer 1 garar

e The new Income Tax Bill, replacing the Income Tax Act of 1961, will be discussed in
the next Monsoon session.

1961 & I HTATAIH 1 agelet aTalT 747 I AT, e AGT g A T &

T g o e

e Concerns over digital records: Opposition members raised concerns about income
tax officers examining digital records for assessments under the new Bill.

Bfoed Reis 1 I 1 Ao Rarn [Queh gecai 7 a8 3mast R99s & st
fwRAT gart Bfoea Reais it S &1 de Fare 3ot
e Foreign Asset Disclosure Initiative:
el wafr gerar wger:
o The IT department launched a ‘nudge’ campaign, encouraging taxpayers to
voluntarily disclose foreign income and assets.

3T fasmer F sror e o« e, Torad sveransit it fadelt sy stk sl
oo @ OIfaT = & v Drcfed AT =)

o Around 19,501 taxpayers received SMS and emails asking them to review
their ITRs for 2024-25 based on foreign deposits and asset information.

ST 19,501 FHIGTATIT Y SMS 3R A S 717, 5T 30¢ 2024-25 F faw

Y ITIHT NeeT T g Fa F forw Fgr am)

o 30,161 taxpayers declared ¥29,208 crore worth of foreign assets and ¥1,089
crore foreign income in Schedule FA.

30,161 FIGIATHT oF £29,208 F13 Fir fAgeft @ufer 31X 1,089 Fz Fir el smw
Schedule FA & 9fSd &I}

Projected Tax Collection for 2025-26
2025-26 & fore sqaTfae w1 W

e The Finance Bill provides unprecedented tax relief.
e e arefaqd #T Ted JaTT Far g

e Personal income tax collection for 2025-26 is projected at ¥13.6 lakh crore.
2025-26 ¥ AT SAfFTITT HIFT WU T13.6 AT FF &1t T A & |

Financial Bills
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o Financial Bills are a special category of bills that involve financial matters in some form.
Article 110, 117(1), and 117(3) of the Indian Constitution categorize them into:

1. Money Bill
2. Financial Bill Type-1
3. Financial Bill Type-2

Money Bills (Article 110):

e A Money Bill is a type of financial bill that exclusively deals with financial matters such as
taxation, borrowing of money, and appropriation of funds from the Consolidated Fund of
India.

e Key Features:

o Itcan be introduced only in the Lok Sabha (LS).
o Requires prior recommendation of the President before introduction.
o Rajya Sabha (RS) has limited powers:
RS cannot reject or amend the bill.
= RS must return the bill within 14 days with or without recommendations.
= LS can accept or reject RS recommendations, and the bill is then sent for
Presidential assent.

Example: The Finance Act, 2020, was passed as a Money Bill, including provisions related to
taxation and budgetary allocations.

Article 110 (2) provide that not every bill related to money matters qualifies as a "*"Money Bill."'
A bill will not be considered a Money Bill just because it includes provisions like:

1. Fines or penalties — If a bill imposes monetary punishments (like traffic fines or corporate
penalties), it doesn’t automatically become a Money Bill.

2. Fees for licenses or services — If a bill includes fees for issuing licenses (like a driving
license fee) or for services provided (like passport processing fees), it is not a Money Bill.

3. Taxes imposed or changed by local authorities — If a bill introduces, removes, modifies,
or regulates a tax at the local level (e.g., property tax by a municipal corporation), it is not a
Money Bill.

Article 110 (3):
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Whether a Bill is a money Bill or not should be decided by the Presiding
officer of the LS or the State Legislative Assembly.
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In the landmark Aadhaar case (K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India, 2018), the Supreme Court of
India addressed the pivotal issue concerning the Speaker's authority under Article 110(3) of the
Indian Constitution.

Article 110(3):

e Article 110(3) stipulates that if any question arises regarding whether a Bill is a Money Bill
or not, the decision of the Speaker of the Lok Sabha (House of the People) shall be final.

Judicial Review of the Speaker's Decision:

e Inthe Aadhaar judgment, the Supreme Court held that while the Speaker's certification of a
Money Bill is deemed final, it is not beyond the scope of judicial review.

e The Court asserted its authority to examine whether the Speaker's decision was made
arbitrarily or in violation of constitutional principles.

Application in the Aadhaar Case:

e The Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and
Services) Act, 2016, was introduced and passed as a Money Bill.

o Petitioners challenged this classification, arguing that the Act contained provisions beyond
the scope of a Money Bill as defined in Article 110(1).

e Court's Analysis: The Supreme Court examined whether the Aadhaar Act's primary
provisions aligned with the criteria of a Money Bill. The majority concluded that the Act's
core objective pertained to the Consolidated Fund of India, thereby justifying its passage as a
Money Bill.

Dissenting Opinion:

e Justice D.Y. Chandrachud's View: In a notable dissent, Justice Chandrachud opined that
the Speaker's certification should not be immune from judicial scrutiny, especially when
there are substantial grounds to believe that the certification deviates from constitutional
mandates.

e He emphasized the necessity for a larger bench to deliberate on the precise contours of what
constitutes a Money Bill.

Implications and Significance:

e Checks and Balances: This judgment underscores the balance of power, affirming that
while the Speaker holds significant authority, such decisions are subject to the overarching
principles of the Constitution and can be reviewed to prevent potential misuse.

e Legislative Process Integrity: By allowing judicial review, the Court aims to maintain the
integrity of the legislative process, ensuring that the specific route of passing a Money Bill is
not misapplied to bypass the Rajya Sabha's scrutiny.
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Issues associated with money Bills:

o The Presiding officer is supposed to certify this at the time of

transmitting the Bill to the RS.

Often the central government has been accused of introducing bills as

money bills to escape the scrutiny of the RS.

o This generally happens in those cases where the government lacks
the requisite majority in RS.

o As per, several constitutional experts, this practice violates the federal
character of Indian polity which is a part of the Basic structure of the
constitution.

o The constitution has assigned the role of a revisory house to the RS to
prevent hasty and politically motivated decisions which get defeated as
a result of such intentions of the executive.

« Since the neutrality of the speaker is also a matter of debate, the
decision of the speaker to declare the Bills as Money Bills has also
come under suspicion.

« Given this scenario, it is necessary to evolve an objective and an
independent process to arrive at the correct decision.

o We may follow the British system where a decision on such matters is
taken by a committee consisting of Members of the opposition as well.

o Even though the courts have shown restraint in general from
interfering in such matters.

o Due to the provisions of Article 110(3), the court in the Aadhaar Case
held that it does have the power to check whether the speaker acted
arbitrarily or not.

« However, despite the judicial review, there is an urgent need to bring
reforms to check the misuse of this provision.

Financial Bill Type-1 (Article 117(1))

. These are mentioned under Article 117(1).
e A Financial Bill Type-1 contains financial matters but also includes provisions unrelated to
taxation or expenditure.

Pagel 6
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. They contain money matters as well as some other matters.
. If the major emphasis of a Bill is on money matters, then it is
Financial Bill Type-1.

o Key Features:

o Introduced only in Lok Sabha (LS).

o Requires prior recommendation of the President.

o Unlike a Money Bill, RS has equal powers as LS:

= RS can reject, amend, or delay the bill indefinitely.

Example: The Goods and Services Tax (GST) Bill was not a Money Bill, but a Financial Bill Type-
1, as it involved constitutional amendments as well.

Financial Bill Type-2 (Article 117(3))

. These are mentioned under Article 117(3)
. They contain money matters as well as some other matters.
. If the major emphasis of a Bill is on non-money matters, then it
Is Financial Bill Type-2.
o Definition: A Financial Bill Type-2 contains financial matters but its primary focus is on
non-financial subjects.
e Key Features:
o Can be introduced in either House of Parliament (LS or RS).
o Requires prior recommendation of the President.
o Rajya Sabha has equal powers as Lok Sabha:
= It can reject, amend, or delay the bill indefinitely.

Example: The Companies Bill, which contained provisions related to fees and penalties, was
introduced as a Financial Bill Type-2.

Key Differences Between Money Bills & Financial Bills

Feature Money Bill (Article 110) Financial Bill  Financial Bill Type-2
Type-1 (Article (Article 117(3))
117(1))
Main Focus Only financial matters (e.g., Financial matters + Primarily non-
taxation, withdrawal from other subjects financial, but has
Consolidated Fund of India) financial aspects
Introduction Only in Lok Sabha Only in Lok Either Lok Sabha or
Sabha Rajya Sabha
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SC to hear Katchatheevu case on Sept. 15

GS Paper lI: India-Sri
Lanka

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday allowed DMK
leader T.R. Baalu to replace
former Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M. Karunanidhi,
who passed away in 2018,
as petitioner in over a de-
cade-old challenge against
agreements entered into
between India and Sri Lan-
ka to “cede” Katchatheevu
to the island nation.

A three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Sanjiv Khanna heard
a short preliminary sub-
mission by senior advocate

)
T.R. Baalu

P. Wilson, for petitioner
side, that the agreements
made on June 26 and 28,
1974, and another one on
March 23, 1976, along with
related communications
surrendering Katchathee-
vu to Sri Lanka, were un-

constitutional and void.

The court scheduled the
case for final hearing on
September 15, 2025. Mr.
Wilson said his oral sub-
missions would take a day
approximately.

“The issue involved in
this writ petition is the un-
constitutional ceding of
the island of Katchatheevu
by the Prime Minister of In-
dia to the Island nation of
Sri Lanka, completely dis-
regarding the constitution-
al provisions and totally ig-
noring the federal polity of
our country which is an in-
tegral part of the basic
structure of the Constitu-

SC to hear Katchatheevu case on Sept. 15

T FIE 15 R T Fearelq ATHe HY GAars F3I1T

The Supreme Court on Tuesday allowed DMK leader T.R. Baalu to
replace former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi, who passed
away in 2018, as petitioner in a decade-old challenge against
agreements between India and Sri Lanka to “cede” Katchatheevu to

tion,” the petition filed by
Mr. Karunanidhi had said.

In 2013, the Centre had
filed a response to a sepa-
rate writ petition by former
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa’s writ petition,
informing the court that
the question of retrieval of
Kachchatheevu from Sri
Lanka did not arise as no
territory belonging to India
was ceded to Sri Lanka.

Katchatheevu is an un-
inhabited island located
about 10 miles north east
of Rameswaram on the In-
dian side and nine miles
south of Delft Island on the
Sri Lankan side.

the island nation.

FHHA I HITTGR Y SITHE AT EL.HR. FTe] F qd AATe1g FEI= T,
Feonfafer (et 2018 # foverst gY a1 Y STTE ATFAFTHRAT Tetat T I AT
&Y, S 7R AR Aot & i Fearciq F1 Woa W §$ &F Wit et &
3T AT B
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A three-judge Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna heard a short
preliminary submission by senior advocate P. Wilson for the petitioner.

HRT F FET AN Hl GoelT T ITEGETT drell dter-wararefie i fis = afiss

rftraerar . fewer qany arfsrendt vat i witrea yRfde geqfa go

The agreements made on June 26 and 28, 1974, and March 23, 1976, along with
related communications surrendering Katchatheevu to Sri Lanka, were argued to be
unconstitutional and void.

26 31X 28 [T 1974, 3K 23 AT 1976 I fohT 71T FHSGT TUT FeaTdq Hi e Ht
et & Fafad g & sradenfas 3R e sarar 3|

The court scheduled the case for final hearing on September 15, 2025.

3feTelel o HIH i 3w Farars 15 RAdaw 2025 w1 iR &

Arguments of the Petitioners

FiRFRaRit & d&

Mr. Wilson stated that his oral submissions would take one full day.

N farewet =1 &g foF 37hr A gefiel va QX et e Telal|

The petition originally filed by M. Karunanidhi argued that the ceding of Katchatheevu
by the Prime Minister of India was unconstitutional as it disregarded constitutional
provisions and ignored federal polity, which is part of the basic structure of the
Constitution.

TH. FEONTAT GaRT SR #{el ATt # gl a7 foh SR & TUTAHAT GaRT Feararg Hr
Hiae sradenfas o, Tt sHa WauTfares yrawm) Y 3rage«r o 31 T saaear fr
gt 1, S for wfruTe it 7 Gy F REAT B

Centre’s Response in 2013

2013 & Fg Hr gfafwar

In 2013, the Centre filed a response to a separate writ petition by former Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister Jayalalithaa, stating that the retrieval of Katchatheevu was not
possible as no Indian territory was ceded to Sri Lanka.

2013 #, g @R o T4 AfAEATS AEIHA TAATT i Tah 3T Re iRt 1 sraw
arrere fora, foree &gt a3 o Feardiq 1 aradt @9 ¢ ¥, FifH AR F F1$ ot qfF
siteit Y Ay 78T 715 oY

Geographical Location of Katchatheevu

FeaTdiq F1 sltnfors T4
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o Katchatheevu is an uninhabited island located 10 miles northeast of Rameswaram
(India) and 9 miles south of Delft Island (Sri Lanka).

Fedrdrq Ueh faete gdiv g, S #Re 7 WA F 10 A 3w-qd 31 shera 7 Sewe gdiw
& 9 Hier gfavor 7 P B

Katchatheevu and Wadge Bank

o \
Kochi Madurai .0 Delft [ Jaffna
Island :
INDIA ? O
R
TAMILNADY - resvaram ?
Thiruvananthapuram Dhanushkodi Mannar
KATCHATHEEVU
o
WADGE ? Puttalam SRI
BANK — Kanyakumari LANKA

1. Katchatheevu Island (s=amefig Fia)

Katchatheevu is a small, uninhabited island in the Palk Strait, situated between India and Sri
Lanka.

e Geographical Location:
o Lies between Rameswaram (Tamil Nadu, India) and Jaffna (Sri Lanka).
o Located approximately 33 km from Rameswaram.
o Covers an area of 285 acres (1.15 sg. km).
o Historical Background:
o Originally controlled by the Raja of Ramanathapuram (India) in the British
era.
After India’s independence, both India and Sri Lanka claimed the island.
In 1974, India ceded Katchatheevu to Sri Lanka through a bilateral agreement
between Indira Gandhi (PM of India) and Sirimavo Bandaranaike (PM of Sri
Lanka).
o In 1976, another agreement restricted Indian fishermen from fishing near the
island.
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e Importance of Katchatheevu:
o Fishing Rights Conflict: Tamil Nadu fishermen traditionally fished in these
waters, but after ceding the island, they faced arrests and attacks by the Sri
Lankan Navy.
o Religious Significance: The island has the St. Antony’s Church, where Indian
and Sri Lankan devotees gather for the annual festival.
o Strategic Importance: Its location in the Palk Strait makes it significant for
security and maritime navigation.
e Recent Developments:
o Tamil Nadu government and fishermen groups have repeatedly demanded
the retrieval of Katchatheevu.
o In 2024, discussions resurfaced regarding India reclaiming the island due to
increasing arrests of Indian fishermen.

2. Wadge Bank (at &)

Wadge Bank is a submerged plateau (underwater bank) in the Indian Ocean, located
southeast of Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu.

e Geographical Location:

o Lies off the southern coast of India, near Cape Comorin (Kanyakumari,
Tamil Nadu).

o Covers an area of approximately 3,000 sqg. km.
e Importance of Wadge Bank:
o Fishing Grounds: One of India's richest fishing zones, particularly for tuna,
sharks, and deep-sea fish.
o Oceanographic Significance: It is an underwater plateau, with shallow depths
making it an important area for marine biodiversity.
o Strategic Location:
= Lies near major maritime routes in the Indian Ocean.
= Important for India’s naval and maritime interests.

Comparison of Katchatheevu and Wadge Bank
Feature Katchatheevu Island Wadge Bank

Type Small uninhabited island Submerged plateau (underwater bank)

Location Palk Strait, between India and Sri Lanka Indian Ocean, southeast of
Kanyakumari
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Area 1.15sq. km ~3,000 sg. km
Control Sri Lanka India

Importance Fishing rights conflict, religious
significance, strategic for maritime

Rich fishing grounds, oceanographic
significance, strategic maritime

security location
Recent Tamil Nadu demands its retrieval, Climate change and overfishing
Issues frequent arrests of Indian fishermen by Sri concerns

Lanka
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SC considers question of timeline

for Spea

GS Paper ll:
Anti-Defection Law

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked if constitu-
tional courts cannot direct
Speakers, who act as quasi-
judicial tribunals under
the anti-defection law, to
decide disqualification pe-
titions filed with them un-
der the Tenth Schedule
(anti-defection law) of the
Constitution within a spec-
ified period.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice B.R. Gavai is hearing
petitions filed by Bharat
Rashtra Samithi leaders
seeking timely action by
the Telangana Assembly
Speaker on disqualifica-
tion proceedings pending
against 10 MLAs who shift-
ed allegiance to the ruling
Congress in the State.

Until now, the apex
court had only urged
Speakers to decide anti-de-
fection pleas within a “rea-
sonable time”. The court
had not specified what the

“reasonable” time ought to
be in due regard to the
Constitutional office of the
Speaker.

But Justice Gavai on
Tuesday said Constitution-
al courts were after all the
“custodians of the Consti-
tution”.

The court considered
the question “whether a
Constitutional court was so
powerless that it cannot di-
rect a Constitutional auth-
ority like the Speaker to
perform his mandate un-
der the Constitution”.

Senior advocate C.A.
Sundaram, for the petition-

ers, said the response
would necessarily be a
‘yes’. The senior lawyer
hinted at political partisan-
ship which guided Speak-
ers while noting that in the
UK. the Speaker of the
House was the last position
held before abandoning
active politics.

“We have the best and
most vibrant democracy
here,” Justice A.G. Masih
commented.

‘Vibrant experience’
Justice Gavai reacted with a
smile, saying “the expe-
rience in Maharashtra in
the last five years has been
really vibrant”.

Mr. Sundaram said the
usual ploy was to keep dis-
qualification petitions
pending till the end of the
tenure of the House.

“When the law and the
Rules are silent about the
time [to decide petitions
under the anti-defection
law], does it give Speakers,
acting as quasi-judicial tri-

kers to decide on defections

bunals, an absolute lar-
gesse to take whatever
time they want or would
the Constitutional court
have the power to ensure
that the petitions are de-
cided within a time which
is in tune and in the spirit
of the Tenth Schedule of
the Constitution,” Mr. Sun-
daram framed the ques-
tion in the case.

He said since Speakers
function as a tribunal, the
courts definitely would
have the power of judicial
review over their actions.

“The courts, of course,
cannot pass impedire or-
ders which stop the Speak-
er from exercising his pow-
ers, but they can direct the
Speaker to exercise his
Constitutional authority,”
Mr. Sundaram argued.

Senior advocate Dama
Seshadri Naidu, also ap-
pearing on the petitioner
side, urged the court to fix
four weeks as a reasonable
time for Speakers to decide
disqualification petitions.

SC considers question of timeline for Speakers to decide on

defections

FAA FIE 7 THFT EIRT gedee W AT o 1 FAIHAT |

e frar

The Supreme Court on Tuesday asked whether constitutional courts
can direct Speakers, who act as quasi-judicial tribunals under the
anti-defection law, to decide disqualification petitions within a

specified period.
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A FIE 7 HTerar F1 q@7 & F41 gaenfas =rmers T, S gaage
el w1t & dea IR AftaRor F w0 F F1 A § 1 et
s ARt ) i g & ok a7 B & awd §

A Bench headed by Justice B.R. Gavai is hearing petitions filed by Bharat Rashtra
Samithi leaders, seeking timely action by the Telangana Assembly Speaker on
disqualification proceedings against 10 MLAs who shifted allegiance to the ruling
Congress.

arrefd €3 TaE FY reTaTar arelt fis HR wsg WiATY (A3ew) Aamit garT =R
I3 T FoTaTs Y TET &, ToTae Aemar femsras sreaer § 10 e 1 aares
FAY H I W R FRATE T AT Hr 1S B

Until now, the apex court had only urged Speakers to decide anti-defection pleas
within a ‘reasonable time’, but had not specified the exact duration.

379 I, Hafed FAR—TAT o Shdol TAHT I golagel e ikt | sRa @ w &
fAOTT s &1 AT fFAT U1, Afhay I 379ty Afese AT v oY

Justice Gavai emphasized that constitutional courts are the custodians of the
Constitution and questioned whether they were powerless to direct a constitutional
authority like the Speaker to fulfill their duties.

TS MTE 7 IR G Fgl o FATAF wAraTerT iy & 67 §, 3R 3egier gard
331 fF Fa7 3 TR St waenfas TfAHTor Y 367% Faeal FT Telsd FIa FT AdT 2
A 3rmAT §

Petitioners’ Arguments

FiRFTRait & d&

Senior advocate C.A. Sundaram, representing the petitioners, agreed that the courts
could direct Speakers and hinted at political bias in their decision-making.

aRss arflrasrar @.v. ge3&, St TRHehcI3i 1 giafaftica T 1@ ¥, o TR fohar
=TT TNHT Y fAder & ha &, 3R Terefaes garara i Femaar W sART R

He compared this with the UK system, where the Speaker of the House holds the last
position before leaving active politics.

3ogiel SH I UM H Teloll It §U heT oh IgT 139 & TR Jieli el BISel & Tgel
3ifas ag WEld &
Justice A.G. Masih remarked that India has the best and most vibrant democracy, to

which Justice Gavai responded with a smile, referencing Maharashtra’s political
scenario over the last five years as being particularly ‘vibrant’.

arAfd wslh. #dE o feoqol & o e # we@ 3 3k e diwad gomel 8, 5
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AT

Mr. Sundaram pointed out that the usual ploy is to delay disqualification petitions
until the end of the House’s tenure.

A YT 7 T T 3 T 7 gt & B sraearar Rt #Y aee F FriETT
3 d dfed @1 S|

The Legal Question on Time Limits

TAIHIAT T FTeeAT T

The question before the court was whether Speakers, acting as quasi-judicial
tribunals, have the absolute discretion to delay decisions indefinitely or whether
the Constitutional courts have the power to ensure timely decisions under the
Tenth Schedule.

m%mwu@m%wm,wamm*mﬁmmgm
forotr 1 s Raase a% Refaa F3 & QU HReR @A § a1 ddafas e #
TE GARad Fe 6 afFa § B Aoy 777 w & (qudt s & s

Since Speakers function as a tribunal, judicial review of their decisions is possible.
Gt THHT U ~AAIAFIOT & T F F1 A §, SATAT 3o 0Tt Hr sl waam
T ¥

Mr. Sundaram argued that while courts cannot stop the Speaker from exercising

their powers, they can direct them to exercise their authority within a reasonable
time.

A YT 7 o a1 o grenifes =amrarery FieT Y 3o AfAFRT & g2ier § 781 OF T,
AfheT T 3¢ T R FAIHAT & $iiaw 3rqsr gaenfors fRASRT w1 93T F3 F1 fAder
Tawa g

Senior advocate Dama Seshadri Naidu, also appearing for the petitioners, urged the

court to set four weeks as a reasonable timeframe for Speakers to decide
disqualification petitions.

qR™S HAfAraerT STAT AT ATAF, ST ATARIAATIHT BT 3 H YT EY, o 37eTeld & FHHT Y
g B W Ak a9 & fav ar gedre i gEada Al @ # ey
fepa|

Anti-Defection Law
Created under the 52nd amendment act to Article 102(2) and
schedule 10.
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The objective was to prevent defections in Indian politics, to ensure
the stability of elected governments to reduce the role of money
power in politics, and to curb the corrupt practice of giving votes on the
basis of the lure of money or power.

Defection is switching one's political allegiance after getting elected to
the house.

Disqualification under anti-defection law:

If a chosen member of the house voluntarily gives up the membership
of his political party from which he has been chosen to the house.

If a person votes contrary to the directions issued by the political party/
abstain from voting and that person's actions are not condoned by the
party.

Independent candidates: if they join any political party after getting
elected.

Nominated candidate: if they join any political party after 6 months of
getting chosen to the house.

Expulsion of a member by the political party (no anti-defection would
apply).

Voluntarily giving up membership is only resigning from the party or
does it also include the behavior of the legislator?

Supreme court said that voluntarily giving up membership is wider than
resignation and includes the conduct and the behavior of the legislator.
Exceptions: originally the law provided exceptions in case of splits ( if
1/3 of members in the house of a political party in the house split from a
political party and form a new party then the anti-defection law shall not
apply).

Merger: if 2/3 of the members of a political party split from the party
and merge with another party then the provision of the anti-defection
law shall not apply.

Decisions with respect to anti-defection shall be taken by the
presiding officer of the house but the constitution does not prescribe
any time limit on the decision of the presiding officer.

Paragraph 7 of Schedule 7 barred the courts to exercise any
jurisdiction on matters of disqualification under this law. Kihoto
Holohan vs Laichillu and others case.

In this case, the court upheld the constitutional validity of the anti-
defection law on the grounds that it promotes clean politics and
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reduces the role of money power in politics. At the same time,
paragraph 7 of Schedule 10 which barred the courts from
enquiring into such matters was declared unconstitutional by the
courts on the grounds of taking away the powers of judicial review
which is a part of the basic structure of the constitution.

o Exception in favor of the presiding officers:

« If a presiding officer after getting elected resigns from his political party
and does not join any political party during his term of office as the
presiding officer or rejoins the political party to which he originally
belonged after demitting the office the provisions of anti-defection law
shall not apply.

« Inthe UK the speaker leaves the membership of the party once
elected to the position.
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Clarify amendment
on pensioners in
Finance Bill, says MP

GS Paper lI: Finance
Bill

NEW DELHI

Congress MP K.C. Venugo-
pal on Tuesday said that
there was a “hidden agen-
da” in the Centre’s attempt
to draw a distinction bet-
ween pensioners through
an amendment in the Fi-
nance Bill, 2025.

Making an intervention
during the discussion on
the Bill in the Lok Sabha,
he also raised the issue of
MGNREGS workers not get-
ting their pay for months.

Mr. Venugopal said he
wished to bring these “hid-
den agendas” to the notice
of Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman. He
asked the government to
clarify the underlying mo-
tive behind the proposed
amendment in the Finance
Bill which states that the
Centre shall have the auth-
ority to establish distinc-
tions among pensioners as
a general principle.

The far-reaching impli-
cations of this decision
warrant a clear explana-
tion, he said, especially
since it has been intro-
duced as a separate
amendment, rather than
being included within the
Finance Bill itself. “ The go-
vernment must provide a
detailed clarification,” he

K.C. Venugopal

said. He also highlighted
the plight of people depen-
dent on the MGNREGS,
noting that workers have
not received their wages
under the scheme for the
past four months, and ma-
ny are deprived of pension
and other benefits.

He flagged “alarming”
cuts in the Union Budget
allocations for various sec-
tors including health, edu-
cation, and social welfare.
“The government has
slashed a total of ¥1,04,025
crore in overall expendi-
ture, including cuts of
21,255 crore in the health
sector, %11,584 crore in the
education sector, and
310,019 crore in social wel-
fare. Agricultural, rural
and urban development
have similarly seen signifi-
cant fund reductions,” he
said.
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Clarify amendment on pensioners in
Finance Bill, says MP

e F9as A YAt w g
TISE Y, THS A Fgl

Congress MP K.C. Venugopal on Tuesday
alleged that there was a “hidden agenda”
in the Centre’s move to differentiate
between pensioners through an
amendment in the Finance Bill, 2025.

FAT WiHE F. 6. JuETer & HIrAaR FY

IR AT o &g AR ganT faw fRdas
2025 H FeMersT & ATEH § derersnfrat &

i AEHTT FI= FT “I[o TAST” ¥

o During a discussion in the Lok Sabha, he also
raised the issue of MGNREGS workers not receiving
wages for months.

AHTHT H T & NI, 361t A ATAFT FY AT F
adeT gl et 1 Feer o o]

. Mr. Venugopal urged Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman to clarify the underlying motive
behind the proposed amendment, which grants the

Centre the authority to establish distinctions among
pensioners.

A JupeiaTer o i fa wt fstem dareor @ yeafaa
HeMersT & UIeS T HLAT TIST et T 3T ohaT, TaH g
I FrAN AT & T ATHTT L 71 AVFR =37 71237 B

. He argued that the decision has far-reaching
implications and requires a clear explanation,
especially since it was introduced as a separate

amendment rather than being included within the Finance Bill itself.

3giel oeh 1 T g favotar qremeht wermar ster Wl & 3R 58 Te SATEAT Y HTFRAFAT
¢, T Fi1 38 fad fadas & anfAe FIa & S U 37l T & &7 & ger fRar

I

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page28



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Concerns over Budget Cuts and MGNREGS
gote FHetd 3 Faam #Y da Rar

e Mr. Venugopal also highlighted the plight of people dependent on MGNREGS, stating
that workers have not received wages for the past four months.

AT QUENGTE 1 HARI GX FoAsiR it T ZE/M T IAVR I §T el o Afaht 1 e I”
AT & ddeT 71ET Aem|

o He flagged “alarming” budget cuts in the Union Budget allocations for health,
education, and social welfare sectors.

3egiol TarEey, et 3R Grenfas Feamr &t & v Fdr g97e 3nde & “Raeas”
FeldY T oot ”iar Sars|
e The government has slashed ¥1,04,025 crore in total expenditure, including ¥1,255

crore in the health sector, ¥11,584 crore in the education sector, and ¥10,019 crore
in social welfare.

ThR o Fel T1,04,025 F03 @ H Fetdt 1 8, et wareey &7 7 21,255 w03, e
& 7 11,584 FE, 3R AR FoA10T & 10,019 FAT ST weldT AT B

e He further added that agriculture, rural, and urban development sectors have also
faced significant fund reductions.

3ogiel g o S f ¥, arefior 3R e fasr =t 7 o Ageaqut e weled fra

Page29

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Parliament
passes Bill
to replace

Boilers Act

GS Paper Il: Boiler
Act
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Tuesday
passed the Boilers Bill,
2024, which provides for
the regulation of boilers,
safety of life and property
of persons from the danger
of explosions of steam-boil-
ers, and uniformity in
registration.

The Bill seeks to replace
the Boilers Act, 1923. It was
passed by the Rajya Sabha
in December last year.

Union Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal, who piloted the Bill,
said several colonial-era re-
dundant and obsolete pro-
visions have been removed
and the Bill seeks to do
away with the colonial
mind-set. “We have made
the Bill simple and reada-
ble,” he said adding that
the legislation would not
take away powers of the
State governments.

None of the rights of
States has been taken
away, the Minister assured
the Opposition members.

The Opposition mem-
bers, however, walked out
during Mr. Goyal’s reply
when he was criticising the
previous Congress-led go-
vernment for delaying this
law.

Parliament passes Bill to replace Boilers Act

HHE o 9 FARATATH Y St arar Qdgs i
T

The Lok Sabha on Tuesday passed the Boilers Bill,
2024, which provides for the regulation of boilers,
safety of life and property from the danger of steam-
boiler explosions, and uniformity in registration.

ATRTHT o AIGR HT TIAY fadas, 2024 qTRe Fam, sy
Iraert F e, 7 siger AFele & @ ¥ haa 3l
wafer i e, 3R Tohaor & vawaar gavad war

e The Bill seeks to replace the Boilers Act, 1923. It was passed by the
Rajya Sabha in December last year.

I Rt draed e, 1923 F yfReaRa w3 &1 9 #ar § 58
o arer REaw # U@ garT wike frar o a7

Government's Stand on the Bill
IR FT [T89TH W TG

¢ Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal, who introduced
the Bill, said that several colonial-era redundant and obsolete provisions
have been removed to eliminate the colonial mindset.

Far arfore AR seahr w7t fgy e, Siegier 5@ s &) weqa fomar, o
gl o sitaferaflras ot v w5 srequet sk srvafara amust # ger T T @
o sitafaafRre Arefsar gaTed i 5ma%F|

o “We have made the Bill simple and readable,” he said, adding that the
legislation would not take away the powers of the State governments.

3ogia gl, “gHa TAUTF S G 3 IS g &7, Ty & I8 oy Tuse
foram o 98 F1eTet Tod TR Y ATFadl Ft FATCT A FI|

e The Minister assured the Opposition that none of the rights of the
States have been taken away.

HAT  T99eT Y 3maEd fRaT T U=t & frdY off 1R Y a8t ST AT

Opposition’s Reaction

CeEIRIGIE R
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e Opposition members walked out during Mr. Goyal’s reply, when he was criticizing
the previous Congress-led government for delaying this law.

et gevT A Mae & Fare & R 918 9@ 70, 519 7 Ao FEA-aqea arell aER
HY 57 FTLT A &I & FT Jreltaren #:T @ &
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Row in LS over govt. claim that T.N.
gets more MGNREGS funds than UP.

JGS Paper I
Government Scheme

NEW DELHI

Uttar Pradesh gets less
funds than Tamil Nadu un-
der the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS), though the
population of the former is
triple that of the latter, the
Rural Development Minis-
try said during Question
Hour in the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday.

The claim — which is not
borne out by the fiscal data
on the MGNREGS website
— led to strong protests
from the Opposition, forc-
ing Speaker Om Birla to ad-
journ the House for 15 mi-
nutes. The fracas began
when DMK MP Kanimozhi
asked when the Centre
would release 34,034 crore
of MGNREGS funds due to
Tamil Nadu for the past
five months.

In response, Minister of
State for Rural Develop-
ment Chandra Sekhar
Pemmasani said that Tamil
Nadu had already received
%7,300 crore this fiscal.
“Tamil Nadu has a popula-
tion of seven crore, U.P.
has a population of 20
crore. U.P. draws close to
%10,000 crore, Tamil Nadu
draws more than 10,000
crore. There is no question
of not giving money,” he

U.P gets less funds than T.N. though the populatlon of the former is
more, the Rural Development Ministry said in the Lok Sabha.

said.

The “At A Glance” re-
port on the MGNREGS
website, however, shows
that the total expenditure
in the fiscal year for Uttar
Pradesh stands at 311,860
crore, while for Tamil Na-
du, it is 10,687 crore. So
far this year, the Centre has
released 39,758 crore to Ut-
tar Pradesh and 37,414
crore to Tamil Nadu.

The wider point that
MGNREGS fund allocation
is not made on the basis of
a State’s population any-
way is clear from the Minis-
try’s own response to a qu-
ery earlier in the day.

Demand-driven scheme
In a written reply to a ques-
tion from Trinamool Con-
gress MP Bapi Haldar, the

Ministry said that
MGNREGS “is a demand
driven wage employment
Scheme”, which means
that fund outlay is depen-
dent only on the demand
for work as raised by the
State, and not its popula-
tion size.

Mr. Pemmasani’s re-
marks provoked strong
protests by the DMK mem-
bers. Union Rural Develop-
ment Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan inter-
vened, in an attempt to
calm tempers. “Be it Tamil
Nadu or West Bengal, the
Modi government has nev-
er discriminated against
any State. The pending
MGNREGA dues, including
material costs, will be re-
leased soon,” he said.

He added that under the

Congress-led UPA govern-
ment from 2006-07 to
2013-14, only 111 crore per-
son-days of work was gen-
erated under the scheme
in West Bengal. Under the
NDA government, on the
other hand, 239 crore per-
son-days have been gener-
ated in the State, and funds
have been allocated to the
tune of ¥54,515 crore.

The primary question
came from Mr. Haldar,
who asked why the Union
government has not yet re-
leased the MGNREGA wag-
es due to workers in West
Bengal. Mr. Pemmasani
said that “multiple things
went wrong” in the imple-
mentation of the scheme
in West Bengal. First, there
was “misappropriation” of
funds and there were in-
stances when works were
split and given to contrac-
tors on a nominated basis,
he said.

“We sent an audit
[team]. They found 44
works where there were ir-
regularities. They made
full recovery in 34 cases.
Still, 10 other works need
to be completed. The fi-
nancial misappropriation
was to the tune of 35.37
crore. Out of this, they
have recovered 32.39
crore. Some of the things
still need to be taken care
of,” Mr. Pemmasani said.
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funds than U.P
e # fare: TP F1 grar f afferang F i & sfs
HN %3 AT g

Uttar Pradesh receives less funds than Tamil Nadu under the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), despite having three
times the population, according to the Rural Development Ministry during Question
Hour in the Lok Sabha on Tuesday.

I YU Y AffeaTg Y Joar J w31 w3 FPrerar § #grcar el Iy amefor AsemR awé
AT (MGNREGS) & &, STalfeh 38T FTHEAT dtet I[AT1 3718F 8, Ig SeTehry Fretor
R FATAT A HITAAR HY ANHTHT F FARIT F SR 1|

The claim led to strong protests from the Opposition, forcing Speaker Om Birla to
adjourn the House for 15 minutes.

W g1 F HRUT fa9eT A SER AAer fFar, [5a SFaem 3regeT 307 fSzar #) e # 15
Aee & fow vufra &= gz

Government’s Response on MGNREGS Fund Allocation

HILIT 3 3TdesT W IHR 1 gfafrar

DMK MP Kanimozhi asked when the Centre would release ¥4,034 crore of pending
MGNREGS funds for Tamil Nadu for the past five months.

SeHF Fiwe Flaash A g1 & affraerg & o Ao g adet § dafed 24,034 =03
AW $3 g, e SR hIT |

Minister of State for Rural Development Chandra Sekhar Pemmasani stated that
Tamil Nadu had already received ¥7,300 crore this fiscal year.

areftor e Te A A AW FFATEEAT A Fgl o affeens # sw Rl ad Faga
7,300 #U3 e 9% &1

He claimed that Tamil Nadu receives more funds than Uttar Pradesh, stating U.P.
gets ¥10,000 crore, while Tamil Nadu receives more than ¥10,000 crore.

3eeiat arar fehar fo afferaTg Y 33 g&er & 3rfls ths fera §, 7e Fed g o g
%10,000 F13 e €, srafF affteeng #t swd sfts Pear g

However, data from the MGNREGS website shows Uttar Pradesh’s total expenditure
is ¥11,860 crore, while Tamil Nadu’s is 10,687 crore. The Centre has released
%9,758 crore to U.P. and ¥7,414 crore to Tamil Nadu so far this year.

glelleh, HAIT ATATSE o 37Tehsl o AR, I TS HT Fel o4 T11,860 FS ¢, STfeh
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MGNREGS is a Demand-Driven Scheme
HAYIT T ATT-3TIRT ST 8

¢ The MGNREGS fund allocation is not based on a State’s population, but rather on
demand for work, according to the Ministry’s written reply to Trinamool Congress
MP Bapi Haldar.

HAIT 63 HTaes [Fd) o Y STauedr W Arenia 78 §, Ifcsd F197 i ARy ) 3maika
¢, I8 AR FaA1erd & ¥ 3% F qorge FEw wiwg Tt geeR H1 A TS|
e The DMK members protested strongly, prompting Union Rural Development

Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan to intervene and assure that pending dues,
including material costs, would be released soon.

SeAd FEal o SARGR R B, e g artor e 736 e &g glew
ETAETT T usT 3R 3mearde fear for afad arar Ufly, fSws qrersh amera s enfAer &,
FTeg AT Fr FTwa|

Comparison with UPA Government
YT FIHR Y Jelell

e Mr. Chouhan compared the NDA and UPA governments, stating that under
Congress-led UPA (2006-07 to 2013-14), only 111 crore person-days of work were
generated in West Bengal.

AT ST & FIIT AR T FIHRY AT Tl FI G T 6 FIAA-ANT TIIT FIHR (2006-
07 ¥ 2013-14) & &RreT, IRTH Forrer # Fae 111 O3 F-Raw de7 fvv 7w

e Under the NDA government, 239 crore person-days of work have been generated,
with funds allocated up to ¥54,515 crore.

TSI ISR & dgd, 239 IS HY-FEaH 3cue v 77w, 3R T54,515 F05 ST URY
rafed frag)

Pending MGNREGS Wages in West Bengal
IRgH S9e A dfad AFAWT ddeT

e Mr. Haldar asked why the Centre has not released MGNREGS wages for workers in
West Bengal.
AT gEGR A BT for Fgr A IResT Farrer F HfAFT F AT FAertew daa F41 s w7t o

e Mr. Pemmasani stated that multiple irregularities and misappropriations were found
in West Bengal’s implementation of MGNREGS.
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At IFATHAY 7 FeT 6 IREH Forer # AT & FRTTadT 7 F JAIATAT 31 79 910

P(u|

e An audit team found 44 cases of irregularities, of which full recovery was made in
34 cases, but 10 cases remain unresolved.

wF 33 O 7 44 AT #F AfafAaard g, S @ 34 Awet F ft aueh # o 1S,
Afeet 10 FTerer 3ret st afda &1

e The total financial misappropriation was ¥5.37 crore, of which ¥2.39 crore has been
recovered, but further actions are still needed.

ot Ty araer ¥5.37 FU3 4T, TS0 & €2.39 FU3 AT awelt 81 T 8, oifchet 3780 ot 3R
FIETS HT TWRI B

‘Centre must
discuss river
water release
with Bengal

GS Paper ll:
India-Bangladesh
KOLKATA

Trinamool Congress MP Ri-
tabrata Banerjee on Tues-
day urged the Centre to
consult the West Bengal go-
vernment before renewing
the India-Bangladesh Fa-
rakka Treaty of 1996. The
treaty for sharing of Ganga
water at Farakka is set to
expire in 2026.

Mr. Banerjee raised the
issue while speaking in the
Rajya Sabha on the de-
mand to consult the State
government regarding the
release of Teesta water to
Bangladesh. The MP said
the health of the Teesta is
suffering because of con-
struction of a series of hy-
dropower projects, defor-
estation in the upper
catchment area, and cli-
mate change.

Observing that the Tees-
ta is the second largest riv-
er in West Bengal, the MP
said Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had conveyed her
strong reservation that no
discussion regarding the
sharing of Teesta water
with Bangladesh and the
renewal of Indo-Bangla-
desh  Farakka Treaty
should be taken up with-
out holding talks with the
State government.

Centre must discuss river water release with Bengal

e Y T & JTYT A<l T Neliar o 9=t F3&T Tifee

e Trinamool Congress MP Ritabrata Banerjee on Tuesday urged the Centre to
consult the West Bengal government before renewing the India-Bangladesh
Farakka Treaty of 1996.

qUIAA FIAH A FAdd TeTsil of AR P! g SR T HNA-qTATar Hlad A1
1996 & AAAIERIOT § Tgel TFRETH TNl AIHR F GUHY FIA 1 3T T
e The treaty for sharing of Ganga water at Farakka is set to expire in 2026.

GIFhT T I3 SToT [IST Fad Y WA 2026 FH AT gled dTell ¢

Demand to Consult State Government on Teesta Water
Release

diear I Relsr I T TSR F WAL A Ar

e Mr. Banerjee raised the issue in the Rajya Sabha while speaking on the
demand to consult the West Bengal government regarding the release of
Teesta water to Bangladesh.

A TSl =7 T Tg FeT 3010 §U IR SITel FIHR A FrTelreer Y et srer
Refier X 9 qRreAey iy AT |

o He stated that the health of the Teesta River is deteriorating due to
construction of hydropower projects, deforestation in the upper catchment
area, and climate change.

3ogial gl Toh IEar s1dY 1 RRyfa faers @) § F2if grggeay aRAls=nat & @sfor,
F9{ STerargor &1 F g At Fer$ 3 STerary IRade & THT IS @ 8

e Observing that the Teesta is the second largest river in West Bengal, he
emphasized that Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has strongly opposed any
discussion on the sharing of Teesta water with Bangladesh without consulting the
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State government.

3egiel I ¢ gl Toh cfear afesT domrer Y qudl wad a3t 7dY ¥, 3R FqEaw FwFar aorsit
o ST THR A GUHST FT AT Sieereer & A dEdr STel ST s OT &heT [Ge STarm
gl

o He further insisted that the renewal of the Indo-Bangladesh Farakka Treaty should
also not proceed without involving the West Bengal government in discussions.

3egiet Ig § SR T foh IRA-a19eieer BT T T Adisieor 8ff aREs Former THER
1 T=T # A fre faar 78 @ =fev
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No reciprocal tariffs
imposed by the U.S.
on India, says Centre

Minister of State for Commerce and Industry says the government is
engaging with US. to negotiate a multi-sector bilateral trade agreement

IGS Paper Il: India-US |

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

ndia and the U.S. will
l focus on increasing

market access, reduc-
ing import duty and non-
tariff barriers, and enhanc-
ing supply chain integra-
tion in the proposed
bilateral trade agreement,
Parliament was informed

on Tuesday.
In a written reply to the
Lok Sabha, Minister of

State for Commerce and
Industry Jitin Prasada said
that as on this date, reci-
procal tariffs had not been
applied by the U.S. on
India.

He said that the govern-
ment continued to engage
with the U.S. to achieve the
enhancement and broa-
dening of bilateral trade
ties in a mutually beneficial
and fair manner.

“Both countries plan to
negotiate a mutually benef-
icial, multi-sector Bilateral
Trade Agreement. Both
countries would focus on
increasing market access,
reducing tariffs and non-ta-
riff barriers, enhancing
supply chain integration,
and resolving bilateral
trade issues,” he said.

The U.S. on February 13
issued the Memorandum
on Reciprocal Trade and
Tariffs, wherein the Secre-
tary of Commerce and the
U.S. Trade Representative
are to take necessary ac-
tions to investigate harm to
America from any non-re-
ciprocal trade agreements
adopted by trading partn-
ers and provide a report
with detailed proposed re-
medies for each trading
partner, based on which,
U.S. action against relevant
country could thereafter
be undertaken.

In a separate question
on tariffs on agri products,
the Minister said that as
per the World Trade Or-
ganization, 2023, India’s
simple average tariff rate is
17%, with the figure for
agriculture  (which in-
cludes textiles) being 39%

| @

Both countries
would focus on
increasing market
access, reducing tariffs
and non-tariff barriers,
enhancing supply chain
integration

JITIN PRASADA

Minister of State for Commerce and
Industry

and for industrial goods
13.5% for 2023.

Post Union Budget 2025-
26, the simple average in-
dustrial tariff has reduced
t0 10.66%.

Top 10 commodities of
India’s export to the U.S. in
2023-24 are drug formula-
tions, biologicals ($8 bil-
lion); pearl, precious, se-
mi-precious stones ($6.57
billion); petroleum pro-
ducts ($5.83 billion); tele-
com instruments ($5.82 bil-
lion); gold and other
precious metal jewellery
($3.3 billion); iron and steel
products ($2.78 billion);
ready-made garments of
cotton including accesso-
ries ($2.74 billion); elec-
tronic components ($2.69
billion); cotton fabrics,
made-ups etc. ($2.61 bil-
lion); and marine products
($2.5 billion).

No reciprocal tariffs
imposed by the U.S.
on India, says
Centre

ARG F HRA W
HI§ IREIRF Yoh
T8l T39I, e oF el

e Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry Jitin
Prasada informed Parliament
on Tuesday that India and the
U.S. are focusing on
increasing market access,
reducing import duty and
non-tariff barriers, and
enhancing supply chain
integration in the proposed
bilateral trade agreement.

aiforsa 3R 3@ s 74
fSfaeT 991E & ATaaR &) A
# giaa fra & s silc
3raRe gEarfad gfauaia
SR FASN # 99K 95T
TG, AT Yo AR R-ew
STET3T Y FH FIA AT 3Tt
AT THIFIOT H HAqd Hlel
X €T higd @ &

e |In a written reply to the Lok
Sabha, Mr. Prasada stated
that, as of now, the U.S. has

not applied any reciprocal
tariffs on India.

AFae # AT WA, =
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YH1E A e O aarer #, AR & 4R W A IREIRF Yo ey 781 Far g
e« The government is engaging with the U.S. to enhance and broaden bilateral trade
relations in a mutually beneficial and fair manner.

WHR HANFT & Ty AR Fant F #Asqe 31K 79w o= & A aadha W@ g,
drfer Ig MY smser 3R =T adiE & 8l

Proposed Bilateral Trade Agreement

YEATAd Sfauaiar SR qAsAlar

e Both countries are negotiating a mutually beneficial, multi-sector bilateral trade
agreement, focusing on:

St &er Tk 3t ATy, ag-ai afvaitr TR wwEe o arad W e 8, e
©1e f&am SaaT:
o Increasing market access
amq;éamﬁw
o Reducing tariffs and non-tariff barriers
Yo AR Ao arunsi F FA FA W
o Enhancing supply chain integration
FMYfet SEeT THIFIOT Y FoTq FIA T
o Resolving bilateral trade issues

gfaqafier AT FEET FT FATUTT F T

U.S. Memorandum on Reciprocal Trade and Tariffs

AR F1 IREIRF AR 3R e T AT

e On February 13, 2024, the U.S. issued a memorandum on reciprocal trade and tariffs,
directing the Secretary of Commerce and the U.S. Trade Representative to:

13 WYl 2024 F, AN & IREIRF AR 3R e W T A9 SR 3, e
FIosg afRg 3R AR saar gfafafer s Ader fear s
o Investigate harm caused by non-reciprocal trade agreements.
IR-aREIRF TR TSt ¥ Bt aTe TFATT Y AT FA & AT
o Prepare areport with proposed remedies for each trading partner.
Y% IR #ARNER & fow @faa gaAm= & a9 va Rui IR @3 & [l
o Decide on possible actions against relevant countries.

H<fia 3ot & e Fanfad F1EE a7 3 & A

Tariff Rates on Agricultural and Industrial Products

F¥ 31 st F 3eumEl | eF a&
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e According to the World Trade Organization (2023), India's simple average tariff rate
is 17%, with:

fared SATIR WaTS=T (2023) % HFHR, R T W AT Yok & 17% &, Foreat:
o Agriculture sector (including textiles): 39%
F & (Foraet av7 anfaa §): 39%
o Industrial goods: 13.5%
3t 3eure: 13.5%

o After the Union Budget 2025-26, the simple average industrial tariff has reduced to
10.66%.

AT FI€ 2025-26 & 916, T Atwa 3T eF geat 10.66% & T B

Top 10 Indian Exports to the U.S. (2023-24)
YT T ANFT Y 97 F M 10 gt (2023-24)

o Drug formulations, biologicals - $8 billion
ittty sToT, ST 37uTg - $8 fafesT

e Pearl, precious, semi-precious stones - $6.57 billion
A, A, ref-raAet 9o - $6.57 faforasT

e Petroleum products - $5.83 billion
YeIfea# 3c9Tg - $5.83 fafoaer

e Telecom instruments - $5.82 billion
AR 30T - $5.82 fafeaer

e Gold and other precious metal jewellery - $3.3 billion
| 3R 3 et 4T ey - $3.3 RAfArger

e Iron and steel products - $2.78 billion
aeT 31X ST 3euTg - $2.78 Rfoer

o Ready-made garments of cotton (including accessories) - $2.74 billion
FIY & PAT 98T (HST¥S 3YHI0T Figd) - $2.74 fafeger

e Electronic components - $2.69 billion
SAFeI e Hedh - $2.69 fafaaa

o Cotton fabrics, made-ups, etc. - $2.61 billion
FIMT & HIS, ARIT 71fe - $2.61 fafoger

e Marine products - $2.5 billion
THLT 371G - $2.5 fafergeT
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India is the safest
place for minorities,
says Union Minister

Ishita Mishra

NEW DEL T

|GS Paper Il: NCM

“Minorities are the safest
in India,” Minister of State
for Minority Affairs George
Kurian said on Tuesday as
he compared the status of
minorities in neighbouring
countries such as Pakistan,
Bangladesh and China.

Speaking to the mem-
bers of the State Minority
Commission in Delhi dur-
ing a meeting organised by
the National Minority
Commission (NCM), Mr.
Kurian emphasised the
Centre’s commitment to
the empowerment of mi-
nority communities.

Stressing that minorities
in India enjoy greater safe-
ty and security than in
some neighbouring na-
tions, he said, “We can say
that India is the safest
place for minorities in the
world... See you look at our
neighbour Pakistan. What
is the condition of minori-
ties in Pakistan where
Christians are minorities?
What is the plight of Chris-
tians there? What is the
condition of Hindus
there?”

The Minister said the
world knew the plight of
Christians and Muslims in
China, where they are
minorities.

“You take Myanmar
where Muslims are a mi-
nority. I don’t have to ex-
plain about Rohingiya. You

George Kurian

take Bangladesh, then
again no need to explain
what is happening to mi-
norities there. In Sri Lan-
ka, I don’t have to explain
what happened on the
Easter night,” he said.

Sri Lanka was rocked by
a series of deadly blasts on
April 21, 2019.

The attacks were alleg-
edly in a series of coordi-
nated Islamic terrorist sui-
cide bombings. More than
300 people lost their lives
in the attack and several
were injured.

The Minister also al-
leged that European coun-
tries faced communal vio-
lence every month, though
they were the “preachers
of all these rights”.

“No need to say anyth-
ing about America. This is
why I say India is the safest
place for minorities. Here
we can raise our voice. We
can protest. We can ask the
government to give and its
compelled to give,” he
added.
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India is the safest place for
minorities, says Union Minister

R HETHETH! & AT gad g
T &, FET 70 F Far

Minister of State for Minority Affairs
George Kurian stated on Tuesday that
India is the safest country for minorities,
comparing their status with those in
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and China.
HEYHETH ARl F T Al Siot FRAA
HITAGR I Fgl & 7R eqaeds! & faw
gfora &1 wad qiEra dor §, 3itv swa et
qIfEdid, sivareer 3R AT & sreqaegst Hr

Rufa & &

. Speaking at a meeting of the National Minority
Commission (NCM) in Delhi, he emphasized the
Centre’s commitment to the empowerment of minority
communities.

ool & TSET IeTHETF IMANT (NCM) Y do & aled
§T, So5iel CTHETF WA & weIfFasior & fw %
TIHR FY FfATEEAT T &l

Comparison with Neighboring Countries

qErelt deif & qgere

. Mr. Kurian stated that minorities in India enjoy
greater safety and security than those in neighboring
countries.

A FRIT 7 T o R & reqdegs TSI et A g
# Jrftre g 3R | 7 3 o &
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He questioned the condition of minorities in Pakistan, particularly Christians and
Hindus, and highlighted their plight in that country.

3egiet Tfheare # srequegat $1 fPufa ot Harer 3o, T4y §u & §amsar 3T gt &
g&AT FY IANR fRaT|

He further pointed out the challenges faced by Christians and Muslims in China and
Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar.

3egiel et & §HTgAt AR qEerATAl 3R FAAR K AT FHEAAT AT gled el il ot 1
8t oo fona|

Regarding Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, he claimed that minorities there also face
hardships, referencing the 2019 Easter bombings in Sri Lanka.

Fiveneer 3K shewr & TR 7, Igia e i g8t oY sreavETs FRaEd ST AT IR © §
3T 2019 ¥F $EX a7 TR &7 garen AT

Situation in Western Countries

ufas et #r feufa

Mr. Kurian alleged that European countries face communal violence every month,
despite being preachers of human rights.

A FRIT 77 R ofemma T AT ot 7 ¥ A wiweAw Rar ekt 8, sefen @
AAIHRT & TIRF AT S &

He also said that America is not immune to such issues, reinforcing his statement
that India remains the safest place for minorities.

3egiet g o e T 3raAReT oft 3o7 woeamait @ srgar 78t 7, 31X AT sRa srevwaH
¥ T Fad QRIdTT T 91 g3 ¥

“Here, we can raise our voice, protest, and ask the government to take action,” he
added.

“YgT §H Y=Y ITATST 36T Hhd &, AT FT TFA &, 3 TWHR A AT FIA Y AT FT
T §,” 3ogiot Tl
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National Commission for Minorities (NCM)

The National Commission for Minorities (NCM) is a statutory body established by the Government
of India to safeguard and promote the rights and interests of minority communities in the country.

It plays a crucial role in ensuring that minorities can participate equally in the socio-economic and
political spheres of the nation.

Historical Background

o Establishment: Initially constituted as the Minorities Commission in 1978 through a
resolution by the Ministry of Home Affairs, it functioned as a non-statutory body.

e Statutory Status: The commission gained statutory status with the enactment of the National
Commission for Minorities Act, 1992, leading to its reconstitution as the National
Commission for Minorities on 17th May 1993.

Mandate and Functions
The NCM is entrusted with several key responsibilities:

o Evaluation of Development: Assessing the progress of minority communities under both
Central and State governments.

e Monitoring Safeguards: Overseeing the implementation of constitutional and legal safeguards
for minorities.

o Recommendation of Measures: Proposing effective measures to protect and promote minority
interests.

e Addressing Complaints: Investigating specific complaints regarding the deprivation of
minority rights.

e Research and Analysis: Conducting studies on issues related to the socio-economic and
educational development of minorities.

e Reporting: Submitting periodic or special reports to the government on minority affairs.

Recognized Minority Communities
The Government of India has officially recognized six religious communities as minorities:

1. Muslims: Constituting approximately 14.2% of the population, with around 17.22 crore
individuals.

Christians: Making up about 2.3%, totaling approximately 2.78 crore people.

Sikhs: Representing 1.7% of the population, with around 2.08 crore adherents.
Buddhists: Accounting for 0.7%, numbering about 84 lakh individuals.

Jains: Comprising 0.4% of the population, with approximately 45 lakh members.
Zoroastrians (Parsis): A small community of around 57,000 individuals.

ogalrwN

Note: The Jain community was officially notified as a minority on 27th June 2014.
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Composition of the Commission
The NCM consists of:

e Chairperson: Leads the commission.
e Vice-Chairperson: Assists the Chairperson.
e Five Members: Experts from various fields related to minority affairs.

Tenure: Each member serves a term of three years from the date of assumption of office.
Recent Developments

e Vacancies: As of November 2020, there were notable vacancies in the commission, including
the positions of Chairperson and several members, impacting its functioning.

e Leadership: The most recent Chairperson was Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi, whose tenure
concluded on 25th May 2020.

Significance
The NCM plays a pivotal role in:

e Upholding Constitutional Rights: Ensuring that minority communities enjoy the rights and
freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution.

e Promoting Inclusive Development: Facilitating the socio-economic and educational
advancement of minorities.

e Advising Policy Formulation: Providing insights and recommendations to shape policies that
affect minority communities.
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10 months after NEET paper leak,
NTA yet to fill five new positions

[GS Paper IIl: NTA

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

Ten months after the
NEET-UG paper leak con-
troversy that raised multi-
ple questions on the work-
ing of the National Testing
Agency (NTA), the top ex-
am-conducting body has
been unable to fill five se-
nior key positions that
were created for its
revamp.

In reply to a Rajya Sabha
question, Minister of State
for Education Sukanta Ma-
jumdar said that to further
strengthen the NTA, 16
posts were created to be
filled on deputation under
the Central  Staffing
Scheme.

The NTA floated eight
positions at the Director le-
vel and another eight at the
Joint Director level. “Out of
the newly created posts,
three Joint Directors have

Students protesting over the
NEET-UG question paper leak
on June 20, 2024.

already joined NTA,” the
reply said.

Delay in process
Education officials told The
Hindu that not all Joint Di-
rector posts were filled,
and the recruitment had
been delayed.

While the NTA has con-

ducted 250 exams for 5.5
crore candidates since
2018, its role came under
scrutiny when allegations
involving a massive paper
leak scam surfaced after
the medical entrance test
last May.

As on November last
year, the CBI filed five char-
gesheets against 45 ac-
cused who tried to benefit
from the question paper
theft, and MBBS students
who had solved the stolen
paper or who had ap-
peared in the test as
impersonators.

Post this, the Education
Ministry constituted a
high-level committee of ex-
perts in June last year,
headed by K. Radhakrish-
nan, former Chairman of
ISRO and Chairman of the
Board of Governors of IIT-
Kanpur, which submitted
its report in October 2024.

The panel recommend-

ed reforms for the nation-
al-level testing and streng-
thening of the NTA.

The agency is headed by
a Director-General ap-
pointed by the Union go-
vernment. After last year’s
controversy, IAS officer
Subodh Kumar Singh was
shunted out of the NTA and
was replaced by another
official, Pradeep Singh
Kharola.

On contract

At present, the number of
employees working on
deputation in the NTA is
25. One employee has been
absorbed from his parent
department, the Minister’s
reply said. Additionally, 43
personnel are engaged on
a contract basis. To make
the NTA more robust, 16
new posts were created, of
which only three Joint Di-
rector posts of the eight
have been filled.

10 months after NEET paper leak, NTA yet to fill five new

positions

e TuX e & 10 A 91, TAAIT 37 dF Ui 7T g AT HI 91T

Ten months after the NEET-UG paper leak controversy, the National

Testing Agency (NTA) has been unable to fill five key senior positions

created for its revamp.
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In response to a Rajya Sabha question, Minister of State for Education Sukanta
Majumdar stated that 16 new posts were created to be filled on deputation under the
Central Staffing Scheme.

TSAHAT H TF Wt & 3 A, et o7 73l Gohie ASPIER o e o Fg THR A
FIRET AT F T 16 AT YGT T FoleT fhAT 1T AT

The NTA had floated eight Director-level and eight Joint Director-level positions.
However, only three Joint Directors have joined so far.

TAAT & 315 fAAF T IR TS GYFT AgAH TR F v fAhrer &, olfched 379 e Haer
dfieT s freers & enfarer g €

Delay in Recruitment Process

sdf ufpar A &

Education officials confirmed that not all Joint Director posts have been filled,
leading to delays in recruitment.

fRrem srfreRat 2 gite & & woft ogFa Ades ug sy 7@ v §, Gwd st A Sh v @
gl

Since 2018, the NTA has conducted 250 exams for 5.5 crore candidates, but its
credibility came under scrutiny after a major NEET paper leak scam surfaced in
May 2023.

2018 ¥, TAAIT o 5.5 FUS 3FAGART & forw 250 qHiam? smafard it &, dfreT #§ 2023 #
AT 99T o =lere & A AT F T16 ST [ aHaIgdr W Jard 351

As of November 2023, the CBI filed five chargesheets against 45 accused who
benefitted from the leaked question paper, including MBBS students who solved
stolen papers or impersonated candidates.

SIgeY 2023 deh, HE3TE o 45 Mﬁﬁﬁﬁwwmﬁtmﬁaﬁr,%ﬁﬁmg
9T I T oI 33T, FoiaTel TR fRT 1T 9uR ol ¥t arel vHeTH & 31 Bt

3FHACaR enfAer &

High-Level Committee and Leadership Changes

Foa ¥ wfAfa 3k Aqgea & sqema

In June 2023, the Education Ministry formed a high-level expert committee, chaired
by K. Radhakrishnan (former ISRO Chairman and lIT-Kanpur Board of Governors
Chairman), which submitted its report in October 2024.

STeT 2023 #, RYaT FATerT F ve 37 T v wfdfa w1 wreer fram, fSaeht sregetar
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&, TUTFSOIT (T SE 7EAT IR AEITEE-FTAqR NS 3T 114 & re7ay) o 61, 3R
SN HFEaR 2024 H =it Rate @i

e The panel recommended reforms for national-level testing and strengthening of the
NTA.

wfafar & wedr Fav Ay afiamsit F guR 3R v F ASgy Fa h Rwwer Hy|

e Following the controversy, IAS officer Subodh Kumar Singh was removed as NTA
Director-General and replaced by Pradeep Singh Kharola.

faare & e, ar$vew HfAwR gy FAR e F vadv & Agifadas gg & ger feam o
3R 37T SrerE WA g @R Y fger R o

Current Status of NTA Staffing
TAEIT TeIfher Y AT Rufa

e At present, 25 employees are working on deputation in NTA, and one employee
has been absorbed from his parent department.

TAATT H, TAdT & 25 FHAA yfafagFa w FrR §, 3R v Fdadl w1 3w AT f@smer
¥ Tyl R = g

e Additionally, 43 personnel are engaged on a contract basis.
SHE 37T, 43 FHARY ITaE & YR T FR &

e Outof 16 newly created posts, only three Joint Director positions have been filled,
leaving five key senior positions still vacant.

16 51T Gt ual # A, Faer et ¥gFa g ug o 70 &, STafh qiw Ageayqer afss ug
373t st Rarer &1
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The ‘Great Abandonment’ of Afghanistan

GS Paper ll: Afghanistan

he showdown in the Oval office

between United States President

Donald Trump and Ukraine President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy last month and
the subsequent developments were watched
everywhere, but they have echoed the loudest for
Afghans around the world, many of whom live in
exile. The comparisons to how the U.S. — under
Mr. Trump and then former President Joe Biden —
lost interest, cut funding, pulled out stakes and
left it to be ruled by the Taliban regime, were
evident.

A reflection of the present

What may surprise many is how other U.S.
actions resemble the present: in September 2017,
for example, Mr. Trump shook hands with
then-President Ashraf Ghani for a deal that would
give U.S. companies access to rare earth mineral
deposits in Afghanistan. In July 2018, U.S. officials
began talks with the Taliban directly, without
bringing the elected Ghani government on board.
In February 2020, they announced the Doha
Accords — heavily skewed in the Taliban’s favour
— virtually accepting the narrative that the
Taliban were the representatives of Afghanistan,
extracting no binding commitments on a political
process, shutting terror camps, securing rights of
women or minorities. This flawed ceasefire
accord was presented as a fait accompli to the
Afghan government, which turned tail and fled,
easing the path for the Taliban.

The years that followed have shown what the
cost of that compromise for a ceasefire was. Even
though the regime has not so far been recognised
by any country, Taliban 2.0 (2021-present) has a
firmer grip on the country, is more brutal to
women, and is less tolerant of any opposition.
That they are able to ban girls from school,
college, all employment, and even from sight, is
all the more horrifying as it follows two decades
when such official restrictions did not exist,
women worked in many spheres, and
Afghanistan even had a woman candidate for
President. While the past (2001-2021) was by no
means utopian, the present is clearly hell-like.
The situation led a speaker at a recent conference
of exiles in Spain to say that rather than the
“Great Game”, Afghanistan today was witnessing
a “Great Abandonment”.

The U.S. and Europe have washed their hands
of the problem inside Afghanistan, while Russia,
China, Pakistan, and the Central and West Asian
countries have embraced the regime within it,
allowing the Taliban flag to fly at embassies of the
erstwhile Republic.

India has been teetering on the edge, not
allowing a Taliban-appointed Ambassador into
the Embassy in New Delhi, but not supporting the
Republic’s diplomats either. After closing its
embassy in Kabul in 2021, India reopened a
“technical mission” in 2022, engaging Taliban

Suhasini Haidar

The US. and
Europe have
washed their
hands of the
problem inside
Afghanistan;
India should
worry about
losing
mind-space
among Afghans

ministers at the level of a Ministry of External
Affairs official. That may be set to change, as a
wide range of sources say that India is now
negotiating to expand its presence in Kabul, while
allowing a Taliban-appointed Ambassador to
serve in Delhi. In addition to the humanitarian
aid it sends, India also wants to revive its
development projects in Afghanistan. Indian
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri’s meeting with
Taliban Acting Foreign Minister Mawlawi Amir
Khan Muttaqi, in Dubai in January 2025, that
discussed these possibilities, was the first such
meeting announced publicly, as, thus far, it was
the Joint Secretary in charge of the region who
dealt with Taliban ‘Ministers’.

Engaging with Taliban 2.0

What then is prompting the Narendra Modi
government, especially given the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s political base, to make overtures to the
band of radical Islamists that controls Kabul?
Several reasons are being proffered by officials,
who mostly pitch this as a matter of pragmatism
and realpolitik.

The first is that the “Taliban is here to stay”,
and it makes sense for India to come to terms
with it. While some engagement with the Afghan
regime is inevitable in this second tenure, there is
no reason to believe that the Taliban’s grip is
eternal. Already, reports indicate the tussle
between Haqqani factions and Kandahari clerics
over the issue of girls education has grown
serious. According to the reports, Sher Abbas
Stanekzai and Sirajuddin Hagqani, who are both
India’s main interlocutors within the Taliban,
have had to flee the country for suggesting that
the restrictions on females were unfair. The
Taliban’s mismanagement of the economy, and
the drying up of foreign assistance, especially
now with the Trump administration’s freeze on
the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) and even the Chabahar
port, will squeeze the situation further. A surge in
refugees being returned by Pakistan and tensions
with Pakistan along the Durand Line will
exacerbate these fault-lines.

The second explanation, that India can help
common Afghans only by working closely with
the Taliban, is easily refuted. Between 1996 and
2001, India had kept up aid consignments to
Afghanistan through other aid agencies. In any
case, it is hardly likely that the Taliban would
refuse to accept aid from India, given its
importance.

The third explanation is that India would lose
strategic space in Afghanistan by not reopening
its embassy there when all other countries in its
neighbourhood have. However, expecting
strategic space from the Taliban’s Islamic
Emirate, given its ideology, is a risky propesition.
The relationship India forged with the Afghan
Republic: a strategic partnership (Afghanistan’s

The ‘Great Abandonment’ of Afghanistan
HPIMTAEATST T 'HETT TR

The Oval Office showdown between U.S. President Donald Trump and

first), intelligence sharing with the National
Directorate of Security (NDS), and working with
the Afghan National Defense and Security Forces
(ANDSF) to protect Indian interests, cannot be
built with the Taliban. If Taliban 2.0 has not
changed from Taliban 1.0 in other respects, it
would be foolhardy to assume a change of heart
on India too, given how the group targeted Indian
missions, workers, diplomats and security force
personnel for the 25 years prior to the takeover of
Kabul.

New Delhi should worry instead about losing
mind-space amongst Afghans, who have been
deeply disappointed by the Modi government’s
decision not to open out visas for Afghans fleeing
the Taliban in 2021, including those who risked
their lives to protect Indians. According to
officials privy to a high-level meeting on the issue,
India’s security establishment worried that those
who come as “refugees” would later prove to be
“terrorists”.

The lived experience, however, is that those
who took shelter in India in the past and came as
students, patients and traders, built reservoirs of
goodwill for India back home and proved
invaluable in positions of power during the
tenures of President Hamid Karzai and Ghani.
The legacy of India’s support to leaders of the
Northern Alliance such as Ahmad Shah Massoud
(1990s) has lived on in the hearts of many who
are hurt by the harsh rejection they face today,
even as India moves closer into a clinch with the
Taliban.

Reversing policy

For all these reasons, the government must study
the developing situation in Afghanistan more
closely and reconsider any plans to allow the
creeping Talibanisation of the Embassy in Delhi.
Ties with the regime in Kabul may be a necessity,
but there is an urgent need to rebuild ties with
those opposed to the Taliban as well. India must
speak up about the situation of women and
provide them a platform when possible. It is
surprising that with all its clout, The Board of
Control for Cricket in India did not push the
Afghanistan Cricket Board (ACB) to recognise the
Afghan women’s cricket team that has regrouped
in Australia, or even to host the women's team in
India.

India should not shy away from allowing
leaders of the exiled community to hold
conferences and forums in India to raise their
voice for political representation inside
Afghanistan either. If there is one thing India’s
past problems in its neighbourhood have
revealed, it is that New Delhi must engage with
those in power, without abandoning contact with
others across the political spectrum, if it wants to
remain relevant in all eventualities and outcomes.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in -

Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy last month drew global
attention, particularly among Afghan exiles.
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FAER F A g8 9ew A ARaF A T B, Ry w7 @ ardama
garfaay & &)

e Comparisons were drawn with how the U.S. lost interest in Afghanistan, cut funding,
withdrew forces, and left the country under Taliban rule.

FHHT o1 HPINTAearsr 7 IANF @ F iy 718, 5767 3ANGT 7 T @Y &Y, faer dwor g
R, AT gers, 3 &or Y arfaene amaeT & 3rdfie o3 feam|

Reflections of the Present
IaAT Y sTAfRar

e In September 2017, Trump shook hands with Afghan President Ashraf Ghani to
allow U.S. companies access to Afghanistan’s rare earth minerals.

RAdeY 2017 &, ST A TP TS IIRE et A FAS AT AT A1l IAREY Fafaa) Fr
BT & oIS Ghetor HATLAT oh g A T

e By July 2018, the U.S. began direct talks with the Taliban, excluding the Ghani
government.

ST 2018 o, IANHT A ATfAaTar & Ao €19 T 6 F &Y, 3R 76l THR H qEW

Igr|

e The February 2020 Doha Accords favored the Taliban, recognizing them as
Afghanistan’s representatives without demanding guarantees on political stability,
women'’s rights, or counter-terrorism efforts.

HEL 2020 F greT Wi oF ATforateT f srwamfaedre @1 afafa e & formm, fowr oy
Tstelifas Feuar, afgensit & wfRsRY, a1 sraware fade sart S ol fou
e The Afghan government collapsed, making way for the Taliban’s return to power.

mmmﬁ,mmﬁwﬁﬁﬁwmw?ﬂl

Consequences of the U.S. Withdrawal

AR aradt & gRome

e Since 2021, the Taliban 2.0 regime has become more brutal towards women and
uncompromising against opposition.

2021 &, AfETeT 2.0 e ARG & Uy 3rfereh fadd ik fawer & gfer srafesoy o= aran
gl

¢ Women are banned from education, employment, and even public visibility,
reversing two decades of progress.

Afgemsit F 7Aew, VR 3R Faerfa® g @ 9T FT I 71347, 59 &) geret i garfa
AT & TS|
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A speaker at a recent Afghan exiles’ conference in Spain termed the situation not as
the "Great Game" but as "Great Abandonment".

T H BT YAITAAT & Tk GFAAT A, Ush IadTl of [TATT ! " HAGT @™ & JollT "HElT
aReamr Fer

Global Response to Taliban Rule

arfereTeT e W ARas gfafsran

The U.S. and Europe have withdrawn involvement, while Russia, China, Pakistan,
and Central/West Asian countries have embraced the Taliban regime.

3ARFT 3R T 7 IrwenfaTare @ waw waATea W AT, STafe ww, e, wfwearn s
AY/RTH TiAAE et 7 aifaaa e Y TheER HT fom|

The Taliban flag now flies at embassies once representing the Afghan Republic.
ATfoaTeT ST ST 3T 37 GATATHT 9T AE TET 8, AT I ABI MRS 1 yfafafted wva
|

India remains cautious—it has not allowed a Taliban-appointed Ambassador in New
Delhi, but also does not support the Republic’s diplomats.

HRT Telh To11 §IHT §—S) 7§ fereeh A arforarer-fagea g 1 regafa a¢t &, Afeher
PN VRIS & AT AT T AL oft 78T fFam|

India’s Changing Stance on Afghanistan
HHIMATATT TN HRA FT TGl G

After closing its Kabul embassy in 2021, India reopened a "technical mission" in
2022, engaging with Taliban leaders at an MEA official level.

2021 & HYAT FIT GATAT §¢ FIA & 916, Rl 2022 H " AFairhy e T F ¥
o, SteT fager #amerw & rfIREY A arfeae Aant & Fus e

Reports suggest that India is negotiating to expand its diplomatic presence in Kabul
and may allow a Taliban-appointed Ambassador in Delhi.

Rew & AR, R F1gel 7 39 ToafaF 39RYT F7 fAFar Fa & v arada &
@1 § 3R 7€ Ryoeht & anforarer-Fgera Togg Y 3regaAfa § gar ¥

India aims to revive its development projects in Afghanistan, alongside its ongoing
humanitarian aid efforts.

HR BT 7 39l e TRAISTAT3H Y Gersiifaa Fa & QrY-A1Y AT
HETIAT AT T AR T@ HT T8 AT &

In January 2025, Indian Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri met Taliban Acting Foreign
Minister Mawlawi Amir Khan Muttaqi in Dubai to discuss these developments.
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SreTadt 2025 H, s fyeer wita fawrar @l o7 qad F arforaner & Frdares fader
Hgerd! AT T FEATHT F FSTHIC Y, STET 37 FHTTATHT T = €51

Engaging with Taliban 2.0
difeETe 2.0 ¥ S[319

The Narendra Modi government is engaging with the Taliban despite the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s (BJP) political base, citing pragmatism and realpolitik as key
reasons.

g A TSR AR Serar il (H1e79T) & TSN AR & STas|E arfedrs & ar
SISTd &Y T €, 3R 58 saragtiedt AR areafas et &1 feear aar W g

Officials argue that the Taliban is here to stay, and that India must come to terms
with its rule. However, Taliban rule is not necessarily permanent, as internal
conflicts are growing.

HTAFINTT F71 Fgar § T TIfearsT TRl T @ 797 @, 3R ARG FF 38 TSR AT
21T | gTeifah, ATTraTeT T ATHT AdhTel Tk @l @I, FiTh HdRF FaY TG W@ &
Hagqgani factions and Kandahari clerics are in conflict over girls’ education, and key

figures like Sher Abbas Stanekzai and Sirajuddin Haggani have reportedly fled
Afghanistan after advocating for women'’s rights.

gFFTell 7[C 3R Ferdt Al & fie asfat Fr fam w Aade g, 3k R s
FeHors AR RATSIEEIT gaare ol AfFanait & faFrt Fr FFea FIa 9T 2T ST 937
Taliban’s economic mismanagement, drying up of foreign aid, Pakistan returning

Afghan refugees, and rising tensions along the Durand Line may further weaken
their grip.

aifaaTe i sfdis Fyaea, e gerrar f w1, arfeedre garT srwane eRonfdt fr
argdt, 3R T3 @1 W 98a JA19 37 ATHT Y FHSAR HT Tohd & |

Arguments for and Against Engagement

G T & 97 3 Ruar A aF

Some argue that India can only help common Afghans by working with the Taliban,
but history shows that India has provided aid through alternative channels (1996-
2001).

TS AT AT ¢ 7o AR Fael AT F WY FIA FIF ITH HGITA! Y A FT ThT ¢,
AfereT Mg Tarar § & 9RT 7 gg sft dwfoas Al F Areaw @ ger™ar yereT fr i

(1996-2001) |

Others claim that India risks losing strategic space in Afghanistan if it does not
reopen its embassy. However, expecting strategic gains from the Taliban is highly
uncertain given their ideology.
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3raat Torifores Reufar @Y @ §1 grerifen, aTferaTer Y RarerT #1 d@e gu worfaes s
Y 37 FE fARaa B

India previously shared intelligence and security ties with the Afghan Republic,
but such cooperation is unlikely with the Taliban, who attacked Indian missions,
workers, and diplomats for 25 years.

AR o G IHITT IRIST F A1y GRRAT 3 gaw weahr B an, dfsher arfear &
HIY Ig HHAT 91dT &, FAiTeh Ieglel 25 I8T deh ARAT e, i) 3 e ©W
g T

Concerns Over India’s Approach

IR &F T F) AT AT

Afghans feel betrayed by India’s refusal to issue visas to those fleeing the Taliban
in 2021, including those who risked their lives to protect Indian interests.

IBATAT Y SR GaRT 2021 F ATfearer § smere aralt Y e o & o) fararaena Agqy
g3, T 3 T o Qfer & gy TRl fReeit oY a1 & fore 7oty Sirer sif@yer & srell|

India’s past engagement with Afghan refugees created goodwill, which proved
valuable during Hamid Karzai and Ashraf Ghani’s presidencies.

HRA FT AT ARONTAAT & WY Tg T J31 §1AG Flor$ AN T el & ArHeATIel &
GRIeT g BraesHg ATiad g3

India’s legacy of supporting the Northern Alliance (1990s) is remembered, but its
current closeness to the Taliban disappoints many Afghans.

T Y 3T TS (1990 & E2AF) FT FHYT FIA Y RTAa 3ref oft g1 Y Sl &,
Afha arfoeara & Fi9 e § FF HFaTTT AT &

Reversing Policy
Afa & sgara A SRId

The Indian government must reassess its approach to Afghanistan and reconsider
allowing a Taliban-appointed Ambassador in Delhi.

AT FIHR Y AGAFAETATT T IR TG T ToAHedIhe FA1 Giev AR 7§ et &
feaTe-fagea Teigd i gAfa 3 & fAvky ¥ qafd=mr wen @ifee|

While engagement with Kabul is necessary, India should also rebuild ties with
Taliban opposition groups.

FIG F YT WIS TATT T@AT HTaRTF 8, Afehet AR T arforarer el wogh & arer st
Tt f5 @ vuifa s aifewl
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¢ India must speak up about women'’s rights and provide a platform for Afghan
women and exiled leaders.

AR F) ATTATHT F HTAFRY IR ITATST 33T AT 31T 3B Afgen3it T AT Sansit

& T AT UGTT HIAT 1T
e The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) could have pressured the
Afghanistan Cricket Board (ACB) to recognize the Afghan women’s cricket team.

R e fAgaor a1F (BCCI) FY rwanfaedr fhdhe 918 (ACB) T ga1d STof=T A1feT
41 fF ag HaTTeT AT e &F F ATIAT |

e India should allow Afghan exile groups to hold conferences and forums in India to
promote political representation for Afghans.

HIT Y BT AT wagel 1 R & Fedreret 3R A 3N e $r srgafer &=
AIRT d1feh HIMT & TeTeifas FfafAftea F TeEr A F|

e India must balance engagement with those in power while maintaining
connections across the political spectrum, ensuring its relevance in all possible
future outcomes.

HIT Y {1 A o1 aTl A ST FA1T TGeAT AT, Afhet Toraiiforn & F fafarer goss oft
TATC T@AT TR, Tk g sifasT & @it wenfare aRomsAt & yrafas aar @
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The Canadian election, shaped by Trudeau and Trump

GS Paper II: North America

anadian politics may be at an
C unprecedented inflection point, both

internally and externally, with two
narrowly divided political parties domestically
(the Liberal Party and the Conservative Party of
Canada) and the Donald Trump presidency in the
United States straining its stability amid external
sovereignty claims. Within a matter of months,
the domestic political landscape in Canada has
changed considerably. Justin Trudeau, the former
Prime Minister and from the ruling Liberal Party,
lost support within his party and had to resign,
paving the way for the party’s new leader, Mark
Carney.

Mr. Carney, who is considered a political
rookie but also a reputable economist, realised
that his party did not have the numbers in
Canada’s Parliament. As he stared at a
no-confidence vote, which his Liberal party was
certain to lose, he was compelled to call snap
elections on April 28. It is probably the most
opportune moment for the Liberal Party in the
recent past for a nation-wide election, with
soaring domestic support enabling it to close a
double digit poll gap with the Conservative Party.

Some gain for the Liberal Party

Behind the political resurgence of the Liberal
Party has been a revanchist Trump presidency
which has stridently argued for the geographical,
political and economic unification of Canada with
the U.S. as America’s 5lst State — a demand which
has been vehemently rebuffed by the Canadian
government and Canadians alike. Canadian
sentiments have been further rattled by U.S. trade
policies.

On February 1 this year, Trump imposed a 25%
tariff on imports from Canada, Mexico and China.
Mr. Trump backed off from raising additional
tariffs on Canadian steel and aluminium to 50% in
early March after Canada threatened retaliation
by slapping a 25% tax on electricity supply from
Ontario to the U.S. The Liberal Party used the
opportunity to drumbeat a national unity calling

The Canadian election, shaped by Trudeau
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Whoever wins
will have the
task of steering
Canada amid
domestic and
foreign policy
constraints

for the unification of Canadians across political
divides.

The other factor responsible for the party’s
resurgence in such a short time is the rising
opposition to and even hatred for Mr. Trump and
America in Canada. Mr. Trump’s policies have
fuelled a patriotic bout in Canada with a growing
demand to boycott things that are American and
to buy Canadian.

The Canadian reaction to American tariff
coercion has been driven by a nationalistic
impulse which was not witnessed in Ottawa in
the past, especially against the U.S. In fact, the
decision by most Canadians to avoid travel to the
U.S. has caused Canadian airlines to stop service
to some American cities.

On the other side of the fence

The political fortunes of the leader of the
Conservative Party, Pierre Poilievre, have altered
to his detriment. The party has slipped to a tie in
polls with the Liberal Party, thus squandering his
earlier lead. Many Canadians now see a shadow
of Mr. Trump in Mr. Poilievre who has espoused
deregulation, tax cuts and talks about doing away
with liberal policies of the Trudeau government
on environment, energy, culture and gender. Mr.
Poilievre has borrowed Mr. Trump’s language in
his war against the liberal elite of Canada, culture
wars, gender, cryptocurrency and climate action
among other issues.

As Mr. Carney and Mr. Poilievre hit the
campaign trail, it will be exacting for both
candidates. Mr. Carney remains an unelected
Prime Minister who will have to take up centrist
positions on policy issues to avoid Mr. Trudeau’s
extremes, especially as he had declined to join
Mr. Trudeau’s cabinet. Mr. Carney enjoys certain
advantages of being an unorthodox figure as well
as an international financier in times of economic
upheaval and tensions with the U.S., which is
Canada’s most important trading partner.

Mr. Poilievre may benefit from ‘liberal fatigue’
within a substantial part of the Canadian polity

=3t 31 €9 & W A FeAST FT TAS

Political Landscape and Trudeau’s Resignation

Torehifa® afeed 31 3t &1 sEcdimr

e Canadian politics is at an unprecedented inflection point, with two narrowly divided

because of the Liberal Party’s long innings. Most
of all, Mr. Poilievre’s moment may have coincided
with the ascendance of conservative politics and
the ‘rise of the right’ across the world. Amidst all
these, Mr. Poilievre will bank on his fiery oratory
skills while avoiding the Trumpian tropes.

There are four main contenders in the
elections — Mr. Carney, Mr. Poilievre, Bloc
Québécois leader Yves-Francois Blanchet and
New Democratic Party leader Jagmeet Singh.
While Mr. Blanchet may have widened his
political mandate, Bloc Québécois remains
essentially provincial. Mr. Singh has struggled to
sustain his support in recent years, which leaves
only two main contenders in the race.

Outlook for Canada’s ties

Whoever wins the next election will have to face
the test of steering Canada amid domestic and
foreign policy constraints. In the short term,
while the most daunting challenges will be the
repercussions of a hard-line economic and
political posture from Washington, it is Mr.
Trudeau’s legacy that could continue to cast dark
shadows on Ottawa’s relations abroad, especially
in Asia, under the next leader. A cyclical policy of
economic reprisals with its most important
neighbour is likely to cause Canada’s economic
reorientation to Asia and Europe.

In Asia however, Mr. Trudeau’s acute political
positions have left Canada in the lurch with its
relations with two large Asian nations, India and
China, in disarray. Additionally, Ottawa’s strategic
outlook in the form of its Indo-Pacific policy
remains all but words.

Both Mr. Carney and Mr. Poilievre have
indicated that they will seek better relations with
India. However the political support that their
respective party receives from Mr. Singh’s party
which lends open support to the Khalistani
groups within and outside Canada will be the
greatest outlier in shaping ties with New Delhi.
Despite an anticipated India-Canada reset, Delhi
must be ready for any outcome.

and Trump

political parties—the Liberal Party and the Conservative Party of Canada.

FATSTE ST Toh IAYS AYS W &, 58T &Y Y@ ger—faader el 3R worafed urdt

T FATST—h ST Hhrael H g

e The Donald Trump presidency in the U.S. has strained Canada’s political stability
amid external sovereignty claims.

IARFT 7 SNATe3 TT T ATHT FHeATST Y UsTellfciah AT T ATGL WHHCAT &Tal & HROT

gafad T ET &

e Former Prime Minister Justin Trudeau lost support within his own Liberal Party and
resigned, making way for new party leader Mark Carney.
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Mark Carney and Snap Elections

AT FreAt AR AR o

Mark Carney, a political rookie but a reputed economist, realized that his party did
not have enough numbers in Parliament.

ATF FTeAl, ST Toreiifel 7 AT Afdhet v gfafCae srdemet 8, 3egia AgwH foham f& 3avehr
aTef & 9T §HE H gATTd EAT AE ¢

Facing an imminent no-confidence vote, Carney called for snap elections on April 28.
HTARATH YEATT HT FIHAT FIA G, Flell A 28 I Y @Rl AT 1 SIvoT |

Recent domestic support for the Liberal Party has helped it close the poll gap with
the Conservative Party.

grer €1 A foraer aréf & fAw e worder wa1 ¥, fored 36 Shorafe urdt & qrer e s
& FA T g

Impact of Trump’s Presidency on Canada
ST 9T ST & AT T YHTT

Trump’s policies have fueled tensions, as he advocated for Canada’s integration
with the U.S. as the 51st state.

9 &Y AfSaT o TTa SorT, Fifh Iegiat HATST FT IANFT FT 5137 YT Fllet HY FHTAd
call

This demand was strongly rejected by the Canadian government and citizens.

T AT ) FATSE TIHR 3R ARTRET F F3 ersa) & @R T 7|

On February 1, 2025, Trump imposed a 25% tariff on imports from Canada, Mexico,
and China.

1 B 2025 Fl, €T oF FaAret, #AfFaey 3 i F 3maa aw 25% RE oo =7

In March 2025, Canada threatened to impose a 25% tax on electricity exports to the
U.S., forcing Trump to back down on raising steel and aluminum tariffs to 50%.

AT 2025 &, FeA12T oF IARFT ) AT T 1o arely Aot I 25% FI 910 Y THhT &Y,
o €9 @t wier 3k vegeifaas w 50% IRE qo & haa & A gea a3

The Liberal Party capitalized on this dispute, using it as a rallying point for national
unity.
foraer arél & 5@ Rare 1 amer 351, 3N 5@ TSAT TEHaT FT HeaT T
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Growing Anti-Trump and Nationalist Sentiments in Canada

HATST H Todt e9-faed 31 TSeardr sraaATe
e Rising opposition and hatred for Trump in Canada have strengthened nationalist
sentiments.

TSt A €9 & gfe Tt faer 3R sARTereh & Irsgard saeat w Aoad |
e Many Canadians have started boycotting American products, opting to buy
Canadian goods instead.

S HoATSTS AT o FANEY Fearal FT IRFHR FIT P& F 2T, 3R 587 To1g FAEE
3cUTE Tiga Y WA fAFar &

e The backlash against U.S. trade policies has led to a reduction in travel to the U.S.,
forcing Canadian airlines to halt services to some American cities.

IARA IR Afat F Were gfafhar F FRoT 3ARET Hr g A A g §, Taw
FATSTS TATATSAT B TS FANPT AT & FAT Fam¢ Aawedt ah B

On the other side of the fence

a0 E Y T

Pierre Poilievre’s Political Decline

R gisfoey i ga=ifas PREe

o Conservative Party leader Pierre Poilievre has lost political momentum, with his party
now tied in polls with the Liberal Party, erasing his earlier lead.

Horafed ardl & Aar A uisfava & Toeifas sed @ &r g, 3R 37T urdf 319 e
rét & qrer gaAvet wefaron F awredy o 3w TS ¢

¢ Many Canadians see similarities between Poilievre and Donald Trump, as he
supports deregulation, tax cuts, and reversing Trudeau’s liberal policies on
environment, energy, culture, and gender.

FS FHeATSTs Uisfavd AR 2eTes T & €T FAAT WA §, Fifh 9 RfATA ge =, FT
Feld 3 221 1 3eR AfIT F gerea F1 TS FId €, TrHH GG a1, Fel, FEHf
3R i & 512 eel W

e Poilievre has adopted Trump’s rhetoric on issues such as culture wars, gender
rights, cryptocurrency, and climate change.

qisfarea & S0 Y 7T IS B, T AEFf Iau, e srfer, et sk Searyg
TRaee S8 Hegl W

The Election Battle: Carney vs. Poilievre

AT WO FTelt qaTre qisfored
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Mark Carney and Pierre Poilievre will face a tough election campaign.
aF et 3R A aisfoed & fow gera rfdre sise w@am|

Carney is an unelected Prime Minister who must take centrist positions to
differentiate himself from Trudeau’s extreme policies.

FTelt Teh TG TUTAHN 8, Toloe FAEAATA AT 1 391 gram ofifer ag gat A
TrATA Afeat T srerer iGH|

Carney’s strengths include his experience as an international financier, especially
during economic uncertainty and U.S.-Canada trade tensions.

AT T AThd 3P HASET e fehwziar & &, @raew s srfafRaaar sik

IANFT-FATST AR TG & AT |
Poilievre may benefit from ‘liberal fatigue’ among Canadians due to the Liberal
Party’s long rule and the global rise of right-wing politics.

9iSfATd F SERAET THTT A 1 el T §, Fifeh Faarsr F e et o1 o §7T
a% ATE 6T & 3R gferam e F af@rordeft werhifar 71 3eT e @ B

Poilievre will rely on his fiery oratory skills while avoiding extreme Trump-like
statements.

gisford 3rgelt siefiel soordlel o s FA, el AT au Sl TaTeaTs) & a9
F1 P FLI|

Key Contenders in the Elections

AT # {ET GAGR

The four main candidates in the Canadian election are:
FASTS IoATd # IR &Y 3FAEaR ¢
o Mark Carney (Liberal Party)
ATH FIAT (Frae i)
o Pierre Poilievre (Conservative Party)
Rt aisfoed (FoRafea ardl)
o Yves-Francois Blanchet (Bloc Québécois)
JAH-IHTEAT s (e FgaFan)
o Jagmeet Singh (New Democratic Party)
st e (g SRR o)
While Blanchet has expanded his political mandate, Bloc Québécois remains a
provincial party.
seler & 37l TS U 99T$ ¥, Afhel saife Fg@erar 3 off vah wichar arét aaft g% ¢

Jagmeet Singh has struggled to maintain support, making the race a two-way
contest between Carney and Poilievre.

et fiE 1 §Hde ToTT @R # Foars 8 W g, ows g9 75w w9 @ FEt sk
gisfores & e FaHTaer a7 AT B
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Outlook for Canada’s Global Relations

FATST F ARTH Fau Y FHEaT

The next Prime Minister will face challenges in managing domestic and foreign
policies.

31T werTeTHHT Te AR Fer AfY warerer & gt w1 qreen Hyam|

Canada’s biggest challenge will be dealing with Washington’s economic and
political hardline stance.

FHofTST T HEH T3 Felcl afferaresT i 3w i Toehfas wea Afaat @ e gem

Trudeau’s legacy has damaged Canada’s relations with Asia, particularly India and
China.

231 Y AfeaY & Ferrst F RIS Aarf, ey w7 F s 3R T & wry et F gEarr
g 21
Canada’s Indo-Pacific policy remains largely ineffective.

m@rs’ﬁ-ﬂﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁrmﬁaﬁqﬂm@ﬂmﬁ?%l

India-Canada Relations: The Khalistan Factor
HR-THeATST HaeT: Wi Aear

Both Carney and Poilievre have stated they want better relations with India.

Tt 3 qisfored Q=T o FeT & & 3 HRT F 91y S5 ey 9ea
However, their parties rely on support from Jagmeet Singh’s NDP, which openly
supports Khalistani groups in Canada.

gTaI TR, 3eTehT IEAT rarier g i Tarsidt & @t o fasiX Felt §, S gt alv o st
# Eiforear wagh F1 AdT F B

This complicates the possibility of an India-Canada reset, requiring New Delhi to
prepare for all possible political outcomes.

Ig HRA-FATST HatT F GAeAToeT it Ffeet Fo1ran 8, 3R 73 et o1 woft wanfda
T fas IRomAT & T IR &= TR
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A bad omen for public trust in vaccines

[GS Paper II: Health Sector

ver the last few years,
multiple petitions have
been filed before the
courts regarding
vaccines. While most of them
pertain to COVID-19 vaccines, two
of them pertain to a rabies vaccine
and a rotavirus vaccine. While not
all these petitions have been
admitted by the courts, they
reflect growing concerns related to
how vaccines are approved and
administered in India.

Concerns in petitions
It would be a mistake to dismiss
these petitions as part of the larger
‘anti-vax’ movement, which is
fuelled primarily by conspiracy
theories. One of these petitions
was filed by a group in Kerala
before the Supreme Court. The
group complained about deaths
caused due to the alleged failure of
anti-rabies vaccine. Other
petitions raise questions about
transparency of clinical trial data,
inadequate disclosure of the
side-effects of vaccines, the
monitoring of vaccine-related
adverse events, and compensation
in cases where vaccines may have
caused deaths or serious adverse
events. Trust in the regulator
appears to be abysmal since the
petitioners in the cases pertaining
to the rabies vaccine and COVID-19
vaccines have requested courts to
form independent committees to
re-evaluate clinical trial data
submitted by the vaccine
manufacturers to the regulator.
Courts are poorly placed to
decide such issues. If history is
any indicator, these cases will drag
on for years before poorly
reasoned orders with
unsatisfactory conclusions are
provided. To complicate matters,
vaccine manufacturers such as
Serum Institute and Bharat
Biotech have gone on a spree filing
defamation lawsuits against those
questioning or criticising their
vaccines. Some courts have
granted these companies ex-parte
interim injunctions. These
responses are not good for public
health or the credibility of India’s
vaccine manufacturers. It is time
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Multiple
vaccine-related
petitions that
have been filed
before courts
reflect growing
concerns about
how vaccines
are approved
and
administered in
India

for policymakers in the Ministry of
Health to tackle some of these
issues through policy deliberations
instead of litigation.

The trigger for many of these
petitions has been the opacity
with which vaccines were
approved by the drugs regulator,
the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation (CDSCO).
There are two issues on the
transparency front. The first is
that the CDSCO makes key
regulatory decisions along with
“independent” doctors, but their
details are not disclosed.
Disclosing the names of the people
and their potential conflicts of
interest along with a transcript of
their deliberations during the
approval process is a bare
minimum to build public
confidence in the process.

The second issue is regarding
the clinical trial data which forms
the basis of the approval process.
Typically, pharmaceutical
companies conduct clinical trials
and submit data to the regulator.
As of now, the CDSCO does not
release any information it
evaluates prior to granting
regulatory approval. This needs to
change. The CDSCO should
publicly disclose all raw clinical
trial data and its own internal
analysis, subject to redactions to
protect patient privacy.

The other issue raised in one of
the COVID-related petitions is the
disclosure required to be made to
citizens about the possible
side-effects of a vaccine, without
which there cannot be informed
consent. It is not enough for the
government to disclose such
information on some obscure
website. It needs to be made ina
format which is understandable to
citizens at the time of vaccination
so as to enable them to make an
informed decision. Indian law
does not spell out a framework for
‘informed consent’ outside the
context of clinical trials.

A related issue here is putting in
place a transparent
pharmacovigilance system which
collects data on adverse events
due to vaccination, known as an

‘adverse event following
immunisation’ (AEFI). India has
ad-hoc guidelines in place, but
these lack the force of a
parliamentary law and do not
appear to be implemented well. A
well-functioning AEFI system will
go a long way in collecting data of
high quality that pharmaceutical
companies cannot control.

Issue of compensation

The last issue is that of
compensation for those who lost
family members due to the
side-effects of COVID-19 vaccines.
The Kerala High Court in Sayeeda
v. Union of India (2022) asked the
government to put in place a
policy to deal with such claims.
The government approached the
Supreme Court against this order.
Final arguments remain pending.

Under the first principles of tort
law, such claims of compensation
should be made against the
vaccine manufacturers because
they manufactured, sold, and
profited from the vaccines. There
is no reason for the government to
step in and provide compensation
unless it has agreed to indemnify
vaccine manufacturers. Since the
government has refused to make
vaccine purchase agreements
public, we do not know whether
such an indemnification clause
exists in these agreements. In fact,
foreign vaccine manufacturers did
not bid for tenders during the
pandemic specifically due to the
government’s refusal to indemnify
them; as a result, Indian vaccine
manufacturers profited
handsomely. As a corollary, they
should also bear the risk.

Save for the compensation issue
which has to be resolved by the
courts, it would be a blunder for
the Ministry of Health to leave the
other issues to lawyers and judges.
These are critical policy issues
with long-term consequences for
public trust in vaccines. It would
behove the Health Minister to
assure the petitioners in these
cases that the government is
cognisant of their concerns and
promise them a policy response,
preferably through a new law.
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A bad omen for public trust in vaccines

&l & ST faeaTw & fT v 90 Fohet
e Over the last few years, multiple petitions have been filed before the courts regarding
vaccines.

R $o aut 7 =1 I ot rereldl # w3 MRAFTC i@ & a1 ¢
e While most of them pertain to COVID-19 vaccines, two of them relate to a rabies
vaccine and a rotavirus vaccine.

31 O 3T FIAS-19 Al F TafAT §, STafh ar Wlier 3R AearRy i & gafa g1
e These petitions reflect growing concerns about how vaccines are approved and
administered in India.

I AT 58 a1d & wfafafaa Fdt § B s & a1 6t #sl ik gemae & fe=r sar

gl
Concerns in petitions

aifeTait # Raw

e Itwould be a mistake to dismiss these petitions as part of the larger ‘anti-vax’
movement.
o1 ATTAHT3HT 1 “Erart TN 3rretersr 7 fdEar AT arerely g1 |

e One petition was filed by a group in Kerala before the Supreme Court, complaining
about deaths due to the alleged failure of the anti-rabies vaccine.

Teh TR T & T WIE G@RT G HIE H R 1 718, [5we va-Y s daelier
aﬂaﬁm#wﬁﬁeﬁ@rmﬁaﬁl

e Other petitions raise concerns about:
o Transparency of clinical trial data
o Side-effects of vaccines and their disclosure
o Monitoring of vaccine-related adverse events
o Compensation in cases of vaccine-related deaths or serious adverse
effects

o I AR fArAfaf@d et w Riar s §:
»  dAgifas qdiaTor 3eT Y IREREr
»  OF1 F AT HR AT SRR
- At A 7 wRge et A Freweh
»  AFr-afaa Alat ar 7R gewesmal F e garaen
e Trustin the regulator appears to be very low, as petitioners have requested

independent committees to review clinical trial data submitted by vaccine
manufacturers.
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AR Aarfers TaToT 32T Y IT: FaT Hr AeT H ¢

Challenges in the legal process

FIefaAl Thar & gaAtfaar

e Courts are poorly placed to decide such issues, and cases may take years before
reaching a conclusion.

reTerd ¥A ATHAT F Gsra & AT 7E U 481 §, 3R 51 A H Fral ofT Hevel & |
« Vaccine manufacturers like Serum Institute and Bharat Biotech have filed
defamation lawsuits against critics.

R $EEITYE AN 0T TRRF o el & [WelTh AT F HHeH G U &
e Some courts have granted them ex-parte interim injunctions, restricting criticism.
S JHeTelcll o THaHT HARH FAYUTAT ST 3Telraar & WA 2 G &

e The Ministry of Health should address these concerns through policy discussions
instead of legal battles.

FATELT HATAT 1 31 AT T AT AT 5 ATEIH  §ol Hiall AR, o Tob FTefat
TSSAT & ATETH
Lack of transparency in vaccine approval

et 3reTAe H URGRYAT Y HAT

e The Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO) has approved vaccines
with lack of transparency.

FAr 3R Arerss AT Haraer (CDSCO) o UREfRIar Y wHY & arer Eeht ahr sl & B |

e Two major transparency issues exist:
o Names and conflicts of interest of doctors in approval decisions are not
disclosed.
o Clinical trial data is not made public.

o G HET IRERIAT qeg &:
= FHorlY fAvTat 7 enfrer staret & oo 31X 397 Rl 1 ewvrg wdT TR
o S|
- oerferd TEToT STT AT TAF Te Rt S|

e CDSCO should publicly disclose all raw clinical trial data while protecting patient
privacy.
CDSCO & Waft e steifares qdiator 321 Y Wrdefas HT ARy, aifehat et iy
AT gRfad @ afRe|
Issue of informed consent

SATARRI ITUTRT HEATA FT HSal
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Citizens must be informed about possible side-effects of vaccines at the time of
vaccination.

ATTRFT Y EFTHIOT F FAT Sl F FIHTAT GEToTal Y ARy & ST A1fRe|
India lacks a clear framework for informed consent outside of clinical trials.
R & st qiieqoil & 3remaT ‘SeaR) 3R FgAfa’ & o F1E Fose F9@r 781 ¢

The government should ensure that information is available in a simple and
accessible format.

TIEHR Y g Glafaa Far @i i Sl aer 3R gorer yrea 7 39ersy g1

Need for atransparent pharmacovigilance system

T qReelt 3o AR qorrelt &Y sraegsar

India lacks a strong Adverse Event Following Immunisation (AEFI) system to track
vaccine side-effects.

HRA H EFTHIOT F TG Tl Gearsit (AEFI) HY fRarredt #a & fT v Feree yomelt
g &

Current guidelines are weak and not legally binding.

FaATe fanfarder FAGR 3R Feg T F areaHrl 781 8|

A well-functioning AEFI system should be implemented through parliamentary law.

Teh GHITT AEF| JOTTell ! TR FefeT & ATCIH { A1 fham Sram =nfee|

Issue of compensation
TGS FT Hgal

The Kerala High Court in Sayeeda v. Union of India (2022) directed the government
to form a policy for compensating vaccine-related deaths.

A 3T ~ARTAT A ST TATH R Y (2022) ATHS A TR A Apr-FAfara Alal &
fore Fpamaa Aifer gemer &1 fader

The government challenged this order in the Supreme Court.

IHR & S JTEL hY FHT FIE & Fotelr &Y

Under tort law, vaccine manufacturers should be liable for compensation, not the
government.

eIE FTefe & HTHR, HIHTES A A &bt fasATanait i @l wrfee, 7 fF axawr A

The government has not disclosed vaccine purchase agreements, raising concerns
about indemnity clauses.

TFR 7 A1 @l waAgitdl w1 garar A8 B, TEd 3P Faie # dax Rad o
gl

The need for government intervention
TIHR & §EARTT F TaIFHAT
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o Except for the compensation issue, all other concerns should be addressed by the
Ministry of Health through policy measures.

HIATETS & {ES P BIFH, 37 T RIA3T T FaReT AATT EaRT Aferara urdt &
ATETH W & v 1 =i

e Anew law is needed to ensure vaccine transparency, informed consent, and strong
pharmacovigilance.

&1 IREfRIaT, STasrY s weaAfa, 3 Ao sitvftr faerreh giafead w@ & fav
TF AT FIeIeT 3TTRIF ¢

How is an in-house inquiry conducted?

What happens if a judge is accused of judicial misconduct? Why is Justice Yashwant Varma under scrutiny? What has the Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court

recommended? Is criminal punishment initiated when a judge

[Gs Paper Ii: Judicial Enquiry |

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:
he Chief Justice of India (CJI)
has constituted an in-house
committee to conduct an
inquiry into allegations of
misconduct against Justice Yashwant
Varma. This follows recovery of huge piles
of cash at his residence during a
fire-control operation.

‘What is the current issue?

A fire broke out at the residence of Justice
Yashwant Varma of the Delhi High Court
on March 14. The fire-control personnel
discovered huge piles of cash that was
burnt in the fire inside the storeroom. The
Chief Justice of Delhi High Court
conducted the preliminary inquiry and
reported to the CJI that his prima facie
opinion is for a deeper probe into the
entire matter. As per the direction of the
CJ1, responses were sought from Justice
Yashwant Varma on the preliminary
inquiry findings. Justice Varma responded
that no cash was ever placed by him or
his family members in the storeroom, and
that they were never shown the sacks of
burnt currency notes during the
fire-control operation. A three-member
committee has been constituted as per
the in-house procedure of the Supreme
Court for conducting an inquiry into the
allegations. Meanwhile, judicial work has
been withdrawn from Justice Varma and
he has been transferred to his parent
Allahabad High Court by the collegium.

What is an in-house procedure?
In order to probe into complaints of
alleged misbehaviour against judges of
the higher judiciary, the Supreme Court
has developed an in-house procedure of
inquiry. The resolution for in-house
procedures for action against judges was
adopted in 1999 and made public in 2014.
When a complaint is received against a
judge of a High Court, the CJI will decide

An overhaul: Bumt currency notes near Justice Yashwant Varma's house, in New Delhi on March 23. ani

whether the issue is frivolous or warrants
an inquiry. If an inquiry is deemed
necessary, the judge’s initial response
along with comments of the Chief Justice
of the concerned High Court are taken on
record. The CJI can (hcm form a
three-member ¢ ing of

the President and the Prime Minister will
be informed of the findings for Parliament
to initiate action for removal as per
provisions of the Constitution. Any
complaint against the Chief Justice of a
lhgh Ccun would be inquired by a

isting of a Court

is found guilty? Should there be a more transparent process?

to inquire into the allegations.

What reforms are required?
The details of in-house inquiries are kept
confidential by the Supreme Court. This
practice may be changed to disclose the
key findings of the inquiry to instil
transparency and confidence in the whole
process. Furthermore, in the past, no
judge has suffered criminal punishment
even after having been found g\ul(y of
haviour by the inquiry

This needs to be addressed and the guilty
should be brought to book. In the UK.,
there is an autonomous statutory office
called the Judicial Conduct Investigations
Office’ that investigates allegations of
judicial misconduct. A similar
autonomous and permanent body may be
established in India under the CJI.

One of the root causes for the problem
probably lies in the opaqueness of the
collegium process that is followed for the
appointment of judges. There needs to be
arenewed debate on operationalising the
National Judicial Appointments
Commission (NJAC), that was struck down
by the Supreme Court in 2015 as
unconstitutional for violating the basic
structure of the independence of
judiciary. The collegium process has no
doubt ensured independence of the
judiciary in appointments. However, it
does suffer from lack of accountability
and transparency. A broad-based NJAC
headed by the CJI with representatives
from various stakeholders including
members of the legislature, lawyer
associations and academia may be set up
on the lines of the Judicial Service
C ission in South Africa. The CJI and

two Chief Justices from ulher High Courts
and one High Court judge. The committee
after the inquiry can provide a
recommendation that the misconduct is
serious enough to warrant removal or not
serious enough. If the r is

Judge dnd two Chief Justices of other High
Courts. In case of a complaint against a
Supreme Court judge, the committee
would consist of three Supreme Court
Judge~ In the instant case, based on the

not for removal, the judge would be
apprised accordingly. However, if the
recommendation is for the judge’s
removal, he/she will be asked to resign. In
the event of the judge unwilling to resign,

In-house Inquiry Process
Se1-g139 AT 9T

'y opinion of the Chief Justice of
Delhi High Coun the CJI has constituted a
committee consisting of the Chief Justice
of Punjab and Haryana Court, the Chief
Justice of Himachal Pradesh High Court,
and a judge of the Karnataka High Court

other senior judges may be provided with
aveto to have the final say in the
appointment process. Such a set up
would make the selection process more
transparent and inclusive without
compromising the independence of the
judiciary.

Rangarajan R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Polity Simplified’. He currently
trains civil service aspirants at Officers IAS
Academy. Views expressed are personal.

THE GIST

v

The Chief Justice of India (CJI)
has constituted an in-house
committee to conduct an
inquiry into allegations of
misconduct against Justice
Yashwant Varma.

v

In order to probe into
complaints of alleged
misbehaviour against judges of
the higher judiciary, the
Supreme Court has developed
an in-house procedure of
inquiry.

v

There needs to be a renewed
debate on operationalising the
National Judicial
Appointments Commission
(NJAC), that was struck down
by the Supreme Court in 2015
as unconstitutional for
violating the basic structure of
the independence of judiciary.
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When a judge is accused of misconduct, an in-house committee is
formed by the Chief Justice of India (CJI).

o farelt samaTeiter X FETAR FT IR AT AT B, A AR F AT
=arareiier (CJ1) aRT 3o1-g139 AfAfY a1fsa i arel B

The in-house procedure was adopted in 1999 and made public in 2014.
SeT-8T39 UThaT I 1999 F 319=TIT a7 AT 3R 2014 & FdaAtaeh fohar |

If the complaint is against a High Court judge, the CJI forms a three-member
committee consisting of:

I RIFrId fhdl 3o~ & ~aranefier & @ g, ar CJI e geeha wfafa
ST AT &, o gs anfAeT gl &

o Two Chief Justices from other High Courts.
al HET ARATEer 37 3T ~AdTerdl 4
o One High Court judge.
TS 30 AT & ~grareiier|
If the complaint is against a Chief Justice of a High Court, the inquiry is conducted by
a committee of:

I Rishrare frelt 3oa ~amarers & e waramedier & @ g, a sira afafa 7 arfde

gld g
o One Supreme Court judge.

TS Haloa ~Ted & Farreien|

o Two Chief Justices from other High Courts.
& A&~ 3 3T FAATerdt 9

If the complaint is against a Supreme Court judge, the committee consists of three
Supreme Court judges.

e R ford! gafea =TT & =g & @ @, ar afafa & & gafea
AT & ~grameer gia &1

Current Issue: Justice Yashwant Varma Under Scrutiny

qAHT HGET: FATIHfct TATT TAT AT S

A fire broke out at the residence of Justice Yashwant Varma on March 14.

14 AT 1 FATIH T IS TAT F AT I 3197 97 75|

Fire-control personnel discovered huge piles of cash burnt inside the storeroom.
GHE B! o TEREH # STell §8 T8 AN H 7} STAS H|

The Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court conducted a preliminary inquiry and
recommended a deeper probe.

el 3T FamTeT & FEy Famter F YRR Sa i 3R g S Hr {wier
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e The CJl formed a three-member committee consisting of:
CJI o1 et gl wfAfa &1 a4 fhar, e anffe g
o The Chief Justice of Punjab and Haryana High Court.
garre AR R 35U FrTe & ey S
o The Chief Justice of Himachal Pradesh High Court.
AT Yo 37 FAATe & AET ~arareer|
o Ajudge of Karnataka High Court.
Feilcsh 3T AT & Th ~rareier]
o Justice Varma denied that any cash was placed by him or his family.
AT TAT A $AFR AT o6 IS FARST 3o AT 37 TRAR SRy 3@ 775 AT
 Judicial work has been withdrawn, and he has been transferred to the Allahabad
High Court.

398 F1RAF S a9 o ford a4, 3R 37 geTeeg 3T ST # TG RT S T
T

Consequences of Judicial Misconduct

~TAF FEAR & TR

e If misconduct is serious, the judge is asked to resign.
Tfe Ferar T gYar §, At ~arameiier s ST & & forw wgr s g

o If the judge refuses to resign, the President and Prime Minister are informed to initiate
removal proceedings in Parliament.

I AT IR S A SofehR el &, ol Isguafer 3R gerrerar=h 1 i foham sirem &
for 3 wwg # geret it ufthar R
e No judge has faced criminal punishment despite being found guilty of misconduct.

3T d& fFdY sarareier & 3m9UE &2 787 A, 37 & 39 FeraR &1 a1y 9T 97T 8T

Reforms Required
ITaRTH FUR

e Thein-house inquiry details are kept confidential, which should be changed for
transparency.

$T-g139 oI T faawor Musa @T st 8, 5 argfRiar & forw seer ser anfgu)

e A permanent and autonomous body like the Judicial Conduct Investigations Office
(U.K.) should be established in India.

R # ~A1AF ATEROT ST FIRATAT (U.K.) T TRE T TR 3R Fare §w 41 9418 S
IR

e Collegium system lacks transparency. A broad-based NJAC with multiple
stakeholders should be reconsidered.
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Fraforget orrel TR AT i Flt § a7 T g NIAC fHe fafdest gaunes arfder
&l 39 3=7: faaw i s =

e The CJl and senior judges should have a veto power to ensure judicial independence.

CJI 3R aitss =armeiet r dieY afea & S Tfew arfes =ararfessr fir Tad3ar s+ |l

What is India’s approach to
citizens on death row abroad?

What happens when an Indian national gets convicted abroad? Has the Indian government been able to

successfully intervene and commute the death sentences of some nationals?

Sambavi Parthasarathy

The story so far:

n March 3, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
informed that the execution of

Shahzadi Khan, an Indian
national sentenced to death in the UAE
for the alleged murder of an infant, was
already carried out. The Ministry’s
confirmation came as a response to a
petition filed by her father Shabbir Khan.
In less than a week, the Ministry
confirmed that two more Indian
nationals, convicted in separate cases,
were also executed in the UAE.

How many are on death row abroad?
As per the data disclosed by the MEA in
Rajya Sabha on March 20, a total of 49
Indians are currently on death row. The
number of Indians awarded death
sentences by foreign courts is the highest

in the UAE with 25 Indian nationals
awaiting their sentences, followed by 11 in
Saudi Arabia.

What has been India’s response?
The MEA, in its reply to the Rajya Sabha,
mentioned that Indian Missions abroad
provide all possible assistance to Indian
citizens sentenced by foreign courts.
Explaining the MEA’s approach to such
cases, Talmiz Ahmad, India’s former
Ambassador to Oman, the UAE, and Saudi
Arabia, said, “There are three processes.
First is the arrest and the indictment by
the police authorities. Second is the
prolonged judicial process. There is a
third element — pardon by the ruler or
the head of the state. When you say
someone is on death row, it means the
first and second processes have been
completed. The judicial process has been
completed and the judge has pronounced
that sentence. After that, the only thing

that is available to the embassy or the
person concerned is to appeal to the
ruler.” The appeal for pardon is made by a
family member of the accused and if the
family is located in India, they are guided
to submit the petition. The Indian
embassy then forwards the petition to the
foreign office requesting that it be brought
to the ruler’s attention.

In many Gulf countries, sentences can
also be commuted in exchange for blood
money. Blood money refers to the
compensation paid to the victim’s family
as an alternative for retribution. But, it
has to be accepted by both the state and
the aggrieved family. In some cases, the
state may refuse to commute the sentence
in exchange for blood money based on
the nature of the crime.

Can the embassy do more?
Death sentences are given in very
exceptional cases such as murder, rape

and treason. In countries which have
authoritarian systems with nearly
non-transparent judicial processes such
as Saudi Arabia, the Indian embassy is not
informed about the arrest or judicial
processes or the pronouncement of the
death sentence. The Embassy receives a
formal note about the details of the Indian
national only after the execution. The
embassy’s role is further limited when the
accused confesses to the crime —
circumstances of which often remain
unknown. On the other hand, in
countries with relatively open judicial
systems, the embassy can nominate a
lawyer. Whenever required, it also uses
welfare funds to provide legal services to
those who need it.

Has India intervened successfully in
the past?

The government has successfully
intervened in several cases. In February
last year, eight Indian navy veterans who
were sentenced to death by the Qatari
government were released following the
Indian government’s diplomatic efforts
and appeals at a higher court. Gurdip
Singh, an Indian national arrested on
charges of drug trafficking in Indonesia,
was sentenced to death in 2005 by the
Tangerang court. Singh’s appeal was
turned down by the High Court of Banten
and later the Supreme Court. However, he
was spared due to the Indian
government’s intervention.

India’s Approach to Citizens on Death Row Abroad

fagen & Al $r wom g s ARt F 9fa 3R @1 TRewor

On March 3, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) confirmed the
execution of Shahzadi Khan, an Indian national sentenced to death in
the UAE for the alleged murder of an infant.

3 AT FY fager HAAT (MEA) 7 S Y i ergend) @i, Y ¥ 3RT
3HRIT (UAE) 3 wa fare) i geam & 39 3 Al &y o &Y 18 oft, &1 fdea

&Y fer arm|

o Within a week, the MEA confirmed two more executions of Indian nationals in the
UAE.

TF FoATE F i, MEA & UAE # &Y 3 siRelrr amarRet & il Y give x|
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How many are on death row abroad?

fagert # #Ala i g1 g aTe fraer R 87

e As per MEA data disclosed in Rajya Sabha on March 20, 49 Indians are currently on
death row abroad.

20 AT T AEAHH H MEA GFRT AR 33T oh 370N, 49 HRART deier=T H Hla hir Form
TRl

e The highest number of death sentences for Indian nationals is in the UAE (25
cases), followed by Saudi Arabia (11 cases).

HRAT ATTRT F Fa@ 31 AF AT Y ToT UAE (25 AT) & A &, 5T 91¢ 34 3-T
(11 ATH) T TATA g

India’s Response

AR & gfafwar

e The MEA stated in Rajya Sabha that Indian Missions abroad provide all possible
assistance to Indian citizens sentenced by foreign courts.

MEA & T=IHHT 7 FgT i et & g sardT e arft sirdr ARt &) gxwsa

FETIT YT I ¢ |
e According to Talmiz Ahmad, former Indian Ambassador to Oman, UAE, and Saudi
Arabia, there are three main processes:

qd AR TS daffiar 3gg (3NATT, UAE 3R T34 379 & 3678R diet 7&T afdmand
giair g
o Arrest and indictment by police.
gfere ganrT fARwar 3 3 o R e s
o Prolonged judicial process.
< =R gk
o Pardon by the ruler or head of the state.
A AT T YW SaRT &THTCTST |

o After judicial process completion, the only option is to appeal to the ruler for
pardon.

=R g ot 81 & a1e, THATT AT araE F sTATE F e srder w3 gar #1

e The appeal for pardon is made by a family member, assisted by the Indian embassy,
which forwards it to the foreign office.

&TATETe & forw ardier aRaER #7 ¥ewT T §, ol AR g@rard HeTdT YaT FIT 8
3R oY 5o el srate & A g

e In many Gulf countries, sentences can be commuted in exchange for blood money
(compensation paid to the victim’s family).
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&Tfaqfdl & &7 7))
e However, both the state and the victim’s family must accept the blood money
agreement.

I, T 3R N3 aRar gt F 337 ot Y THHR AT 3maegw ar g

Can the Embassy Do More?

FT GATaTH HTAF FT Fehell §7

o Death sentences are given in exceptional cases like murder, rape, and treason.

AT Y TS FadT HATYROT ATAAE I §T, TATcPR AR Fergg 7 & el B
e Inauthoritarian states like Saudi Arabia, the Indian embassy is not informed about
arrests, judicial proceedings, or death sentences until after execution.

TFET 3N A HATEIFAE Tl #, HRAT garary : FReary, =l afvar ar Al
Y AT & TR A FiH F 916 & g A ¥

e Inmore transparent judicial systems, the embassy can hominate a lawyer and
provide legal aid using welfare funds.

siftr areeft 7R yormrel arer ot #, g v adhrer g FX wwar § 3R Femor
P { FefeAl FETIAT TGTA F Thell 81

Has India Intervened Successfully in the Past?

FIT HR A Tg AHAATIASH EAaIT fohaT 87

e In February 2023, eight Indian Navy veterans sentenced to death in Qatar were
released after India’s diplomatic efforts and appeals in higher courts.

HE 2023 H, FaX A AT A AT 9T TS ARAT AT F g At 7 s Ay
TSI s HifRreY 3R 3= e & et & a1e Rer F fear =)

e Gurdip Singh, an Indian national arrested in Indonesia for drug trafficking, was
sentenced to death in 2005.

TRET AT, SSATAAT F A gered TR & 3T H 2005 F FT A AT GoATS 7S AT
o His appeal was rejected by the High Court and Supreme Court, but India’s
intervention helped spare his life.

3t I 3T ~ATed AR wafeT ST gaRT @i #X &Y 18, e RA F
TEAAT T 3ANT ATl a9 M5 |
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1.

India Slaps Samsung with $601 Million Tax Demand
R o FHT W $601 TRTAIT 1 T grar aam

. Centre Drops Import Duty on Goods for EV, Phone

Batteries: Lok Sabha Passes Finance Bill

Fg  EV, Bl SeRAT & T AT W AT Yo g,
AR o faer Tt o T

. Don’t Dump Kuki Extremists in Naga Areas: NSCN(I-M)

STaT &¥41 H FhY IAATEAT Y o BIST AT NSCN(I-M)

. India Losing 3% of GDP to Road Accidents: Nitin

Gadkari
HSH qHEAT3N & AR FY 3% GDP FT JHarT: fafae rswd

. Search for Universe’s First Water Could Reset Timeline

of Life’s Origins
FEHATS & Ugol Uil Y Wit SiideT &Y Icqfar Y THIAIET a6l
Hdl §

. Simulating Gravity for Space Workouts

ARG THAT3T & AT IFcarFdor 1 AT

. Are U.S. Research Institutions Making Mice

Transgender?

. Easing FPI Threshold Can Induce Capital Inflow, Say

Experts
vhdIS WAT A g ¥ Yo YaTE Y ToTaT A Hehell &,
farerw=t dr I

. BHIM 3.0 Launched with Option to Track Shared

Expenses
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BHIM 3.0 TSI @t FI ¢ I & [dheqd & 1Y ol haT

CIE ]

10. Social Protection Coverage Doubled to 48.8% in
2024

2024 # WIATOIS GI&TT Fatsl AT §1HT 48.8% F3T
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India slaps
Samsung with
tax demand of
$601 million
GS Paper llI:

[Taxation
NEW DELHI

Customs authorities have
ordered consumer elec-
tronics major Samsung
and its executives to pay
$601 million ($1 is equal to
¥85.72 at current rates) in
back taxes and penalties
for dodging tariffs on im-
port of key telecoms equip-
ment, a government order
showed.

The demand represents
a substantial chunk of last
year’s net profit of $955
million for Samsung in In-
dia., where it is one of the
largest players in the con-
sumer electronics and
smartphones market. It
can be challenged in a tax
tribunal or the courts. The
company, which also im-
ports telecoms equipment
through its network divi-
sion, received a warning in
2023 for misclassifying im-
ports to evade tariffs of
10% or 20% on a critical
transmission component
used in mobile towers. It
imported and sold them to
Reliance Jio.

Samsung pushed India’s
tax authority to drop the
scrutiny, saying the com-
ponent did not attract ta-
riffs and officials had
known its classification
practice for years.

But customs authorities
disagreed in a confidential
January 8 order that is not
public but was reviewed by
Reuters. Samsung “violat-
ed” Indian laws and
“knowingly and intention-
ally presented false docu-
ments before the customs
authority for clearance”,
Sonal Bajaj, a commission-
er of customs, said in the
order.

Samsung was ordered to
pay $520 million, consist-
ing of unpaid taxes and a
penalty of 100%. Seven In-
dia executives face fines of
$81 million, the order
showed.
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India Slaps Samsung with $601 Million Tax Demand
R o FHT WX $601 TRTAIT 1 T g1ar a9

Customs authorities have ordered Samsung and its executives
to pay $601 million in back taxes and penalties for dodging
tariffs on the import of key telecom equipment.

HaAT e fAFIRET & dower 3R 3w sfFRat 1 $601 A=
T FHTAT FT I AT 3R F7 I3 27, F4ifer 3ogiar Ageaqor
GIHER 3YHIOI & AT I Yoeh § 19 foham|

e The current exchange rate is $1 = ¥85.72.
goATe faf# T aT $1 = ¥85.72 B

e The demand represents a substantial chunk of last year’s net profit of $955
million for Samsung in India, where it is one of the largest players in the consumer
electronics and smartphone market.

I arar Rreer a¥ & $955 Aforaer 3 eeer aer 7 Ueh 737 R &1 SR F Jwr
3UNFAT SolFel 1 3R TACHIA IoR H Fa 92 f@ef2ai A ¥ v &
e  Samsung can challenge this demand in a tax tribunal or courts.

AT 37 g1 Y FATAFIOT AT 3raTeral 3 JoAtel & Fhell 51

Why Was Samsung Penalized?
dorwar Y g3 FAt form o

e  Samsung imports telecom equipment through its network division and
received a warning in 2023 for misclassifying imports to evade tariffs of 10% or
20% on critical transmission components used in mobile towers.

AT 30 Aead Bt & ATCTA ¥ qTHAR IUFOI FT AATT T & 31T 2023 #
ATl AT AT 7o 3T AT Y Ted i § Fafipe Bram o1 arfes Aiamger eat &
3YLNRT FFT ST aTer Ageaqul AR 9Tl O 10% AT 20% e & 9T ST 6 |

e  These components were imported and sold to Reliance Jio.

I " AT e ae 3 Remww 5 a3 v

Samsung’s Response

Farder i yfafear

e  Samsung urged India’s tax authority to drop the scrutiny, arguing that the
component did not attract tariffs, and officials had known its classification

practice for years.
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AT =¥ TR & T WIAFIOT § AT 5g A T I T, g Fecd g0 foh 30 e
NS Yo aTg! oaral 3N ITFRET T g8 Faffaror Ireare hiY auf F vy o

However, customs authorities disagreed in a confidential January 8 order, stating
that Samsung violated Indian laws and knowingly and intentionally presented false
documents before the customs authority for clearance.

glefifen, HIAT o HIAFRAT 7 8 FoTadt F UF MUAT A # I HGAT SIS IR Fer &
HAHT A AT FITAl 7 Searaet T 3R SATerEraT 3R sUeae 31 aFads Tedd
i

Financial Implications and Fines

faehar wemmar 3flx SpATe

Samsung was ordered to pay $520 million, consisting of unpaid taxes and a 100%
penalty.

HET &Y $520 ATXTT F1 STt A 1 31C2 T a1, Foiead e &< 3R 100%
SATAT AMTA &
Seven Indian executives face fines of $81 million, as per the order.

3TTERT & 3TN, AT HARAT ARt o $81 fAT=eT &1 JATT oo a7 81
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Don't dump Kuki
extremists in Naga
areas: NSCN(I-M)

GS Paper lll: Internal
Securit

GUWAHATI

The National Socialist
Council of Nagalim or the
NSCN (Isak-Muivah) has
asked the Border Security
Force (BSF) not to use Naga-
inhabited areas as a dump-
ing ground for Kuki extre-
mists and immigrants.

The NSCN(I-M) also said
the Central paramilitary
force should stop doing
what the Manipur police
and the Assam Rifles used
to do in the recent past.

The NSCN(I-M) said it
was not long ago when its
members exposed the “un-
ethical nexus” of the Mani-
pur police with Kuki extre-
mists. It claimed that the
police were found provid-
ing materials to the Kuki ex-
tremists stationed at the
Molhang Kuki village in the

and Assam Rifles

Naga-dominated = Ukhrul
district.

The outfit further said
various units of the Assam
Rifles were found tran-
sporting Kuki extremists in
the Kamjong district bor-
dering Myanmar and other
places of Manipur. “This
time, the BSF were found
transporting illegal immi-
grants from Churachand-
pur district and dropping
them in Ukhrul district’s Li-
tan village area. The BSF
has also been guarding the
Kuki militants’ camp at
Molhang Kuki village,” it
said. “This entails a cooper-
ative relationship between
the BSF and the Kuki mili-
tants,” the outfit said.

The BSF denied aiding
or transporting Kuki or any
other ethnicity-based extre-
mist group in Manipur or
elsewhere in the northeast.

AT g 3R 3w Tehed T IR

Don’t Dump Kuki
Extremists in Naga
Areas: NSCN(I-M)

T3 Y31 A FehY SarATieAT
&Y o BIST ATT: NSCN(I-M)

The National Socialist
Council of Nagalim (NSCN-I-
M) has asked the Border
Security Force (BSF) not to
use Naga-inhabited areas as
a dumping ground for Kuki
extremists and immigrants.

A ArerfaTe FE3RA 36
AR (NSCN-1-M) o FH#AT
[&T 9 (BSF) ¥ 1o fomam
fo Fem-ager i A T
Jrarfeay 3 yarfaat & faw
s I35 & ®I A sEAATAT o
forar ST

o The NSCN(I-M) also said that the
BSF should stop activities that were
earlier done by the Manipur police
and Assam Rifles.

NSCN(I-M) = Ig &7 &gT fF BSF ®r a
AT 9f 3R 3w TgHeH Ry &
ST 2|

Allegations Against Manipur Police
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e The NSCN(I-M) claimed that its members had exposed an unethical nexus between
Manipur police and Kuki extremists.

NSCN(I-M) & grar fram & 3ae Feeat o AR gfew sik s sgafeat & & srifas
TGS T ISTHTLT fhar aT|

e The police were allegedly providing materials to Kuki extremists stationed at
Molhang Kuki village in Naga-dominated Ukhrul district.

gﬁvwm%ﬁ;agﬁhmﬁﬁaﬁmmwweﬁ, a’rmn-agarmﬁtﬁ%
RYergiar o a7 2 ST A

e The NSCN(I-M) further alleged that Assam Rifles were found transporting Kuki
extremists in Kamjong district (bordering Myanmar) and other parts of Manipur.

NSCN(I-M) & A3t 3R ST 7o A TSHed A Feh! SAATCAT T FAAR HATH A
Frasiier e 3R AR & 7 vl & ugamn|

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

Allegations Against BSF
BSF 9 319

e The BSF was accused of transporting illegal immigrants from Churachandpur
district and dropping them in Ukhrul district’s Litan village area.

BSF T 3RIY &191maT 31317 3 3egiet PRy forer & arder yanfaat Y e s@d fore &
forere ama & ol
e The BSF was also accused of guarding Kuki militants’ camp at Molhang Kuki
village.
BSF 93 HIeTgiar FehY a11a & Feht Saranfeat & AT it et w3 &1 &t 3w arm|
e The NSCN(I-M) claimed that this implied a cooperative relationship between the
BSF and Kuki militants.

NSCN(I-M) & grar fam & 7§ BSF 3R gt srarfeat & e wganeft waut # qafar 3

BSF’s Response
BSF & gfafsar

e The BSF denied aiding or transporting Kuki extremists or any other ethnicity-based
extremist group in Manipur or elsewhere in the northeast.

BSF & Feht 3rarfeat ar frelt srear SITclir sarard o it werarar a1 aiage F3 & §aHR
foa, =g ag AT 3 &Y a1 qaEfaw & Rt 3 Ture W
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India losing 3%
of GDP to road
accidents, says
Nitin Gadkari

|GS Paper il |

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India is losing 3% of its GDP
due to around five lakh
road accidents annually in
the country, Union Minis-
ter Nitin Gadkari said on
Tuesday.

The Minister for Road,
Transport and Highways
made the remarks while
addressing ~ AMCHAM’s
“Technology interventions
for road safety: U.S.-India
Partnership” in the nation-
al capital.

The most important
problem for the country is
road accidents, Mr. Gadka-
ri said, noting that every
year India  registers
4,80,000 accidents, which
lead to 1,88,000 deaths of
people aged between 18
and 45.

He raised concern that
10,000 deaths are of chil-
dren aged below 18. The
Minister cited poorly de-
tailed project reports as
one of the key reasons for
accidents.

Mr. Gadkari further said
that to promote helping of
accident victims, the go-
vernment has decided to
provide an award of
¥25,000.
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India Losing 3% of GDP to Road Accidents: Nitin
Gadkari

s qHEAT3N & IR FT 3% GDP FT AT fafaer
TSR

India loses 3% of its GDP due to approximately five lakh road
accidents annually, Union Minister Nitin Gadkari said on
Tuesday.

HAIAR A hgiT #7aAt fAfasT s F Far fF HRT F & 1w
IS UTT AT TS GHCATIN & HROT et GDP FT 3% JHATT
giar &

e The Minister for Road, Transport and Highways made these remarks at
AMCHAM’s event titled “Technology Interventions for Road Safety: U.S.-India
Partnership” in New Delhi.

5% gRaga 3 T=Amt 7= 7 7 et §# AMCHAM & ®RIs# “Technology
Interventions for Road Safety: U.S.-India Partnership” & Ig fecquft &

Road Accidents and Fatalities

¢ India records 4,80,000 road accidents annually, leading to 1,88,000 deaths
among people aged 18 to 45 years.

HRA A g el 4,80,000 ST GHEATT gl 8, ToiTat 18 & 45 a§ Y 3m & 1,88,000

ot &y e B
e 10,000 deaths occur among children below 18 years.
18 ¥ ¥ HA 37 & TTal # 10,000 A gl §

e The Minister cited poorly detailed project reports as a key reason for the high
number of accidents.

N A G T ¥ R Y 71§ TR Ralet #1 geeanst #1 v w7w FRoT aaqmn|

Government’s Initiative for Accident Victims

gaear fifgal & forT TFR Hr gga
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e To encourage helping accident victims, the government has announced a ¥25,000

reward.

qaeaT if3al At Feraar H Neurfed T & fAT, THR & 25,000 FATT i Gyom Hr |

Search for universe’s first water
could reset timeline of life’s origins

The findings of new research validate previous studies that have shown that at least some of the earth’s water was delivered by comets early in the planet’s history. They also
confirm that water molecules remain unchanged from their interstellar origins as they reach planets elsewhere in the universe

GS Paper llI:
Prakash Chandra

S&T

stronomers may be closer to

solving one of the most

intriguing mysteries in science:

how did water originate in the
universe?

A study published in the journal Nature
Astronomy on March 3 suggested that the
universe’s oldest stars became founts of
water as their nuclear fires were
extinguished in massive explosions called
supernovae.

If this finding is borne out in further
research, astronomers will have to revise
current theories to factor in potentially
life-bearing planets being born billions of
years earlier than previously thought.

The first stars

Water is the third most abundant
molecule in the universe, after hydrogen
and carbon monoxide, but its origins
have remained obscure.

Billions of years ago, all matter and
energy existed as an extremely small fleck
in the void. This incredibly dense blob
exploded some 13.8 billion years ago with
a Big Bang to create the known universe.

The first stars were born just a few
hundred million years after the Big Bang,
at a time when all visible matter
comprised primordial hydrogen and
helium atoms. The nuclear furnaces at the
cores of these early stars were powered
by hydrogen, and as they shone, they
heated up the surrounding intergalactic
gas and dust. Hundreds of millions of
years later, when the stars ran out of
hydrogen to burn, they blew up as
supernovae.

But by then their heat had ionised the
interstellar medium around them, which
set the stage for the formation of new
stars and triggered a cycle of star births in
perpetuity.

The third population

The longevity of a star depends on its
mass. More massive stars die faster as
more mass means more heat, and the
hotter a star becomes, the faster its
nuclear fuel is exhausted. Temperatures
of millions of degrees and high densities
inside a star force four hydrogen atoms to
fuse into a helium atom, releasing
enormous amounts of energy.

Scientists have calculated that 0.7% of
the mass is converted into energy,
summed up by Einstein’s mass-energy
equation.

Based on their age and metallicity (i.e.,
the proportion of any element other than
hydrogen and helium), astronomers
divide stars into three groups. Population
I stars, like the sun, are the youngest and
are the most metal-rich, while population

NASA's Hubble Space Telescope unveiled in stunning detail this small section of the expanding remains of a massive star that exploded about 8,000 years ago,
now called the Veil Nebula, February 17, 2024. NASA, ESA, AND THE HUBBLE HERITAGE TEAM (STSCI/AURA)

11 stars are older and are less metallic.

The universe’s oldest stars form
population III: massive stars composed
completely of hydrogen and helium.
These forerunners, the researchers of the
new study have surmised, were the stellar
nurseries where water must have first
appeared in the cosmos.

The right conditions

Astronomer D.H. Whalen of the
University of Portsmouth, England, who
led the new study, said his team ran 3D
simulations of population III supernovae
looking for the signatures of water. They
found that the conditions required to
create water existed at around the same
time when those first supernovae lit up
the cosmos: sometime between 50
million and 1 billion years after the Big
Bang. Gigantic stars, hundreds of times
more massive than our sun and with short
lifespans, provided these conditions when
they exploded, leaving behind hydrogen,
oxygen, and other elements as their
stellar remnants.

According to Whalen, the oxygen
produced in these supernovae combined
with hydrogen to create water, which is
crucial for forming the elements
necessary for life (as we know it).

The earliest stars could not have
possibly engendered water in the universe
before they became supernovae,
however.

“The supernovae have to expel oxygen,
which only forms during late stages of
nuclear burning in massive stars that are

ee

Astronomers had an idea that
metal-poor stars generated oxygen
which would combine with hydrogen
to produce water. The current paper
shows that generation of water in
carly galaxies was likely more efficient

destined to explode.”

Water in an infant universe

It may be a while before astronomers
redraw their theories on the origins of
water in the cosmos. “The water
formation happens after the supernovae
throw out most of the stellar material,”
K.C. Sarkar, an associate professor of
astronomy and astrophysics at the Raman
Research Institute in Bengaluru, said in an
email interview.

“Astronomers already had an idea that
the massive, metal-poor stars generated a
lot of oxygen and that this oxygen would
later combine with hydrogen to produce
water in the universe. The current paper
shows that the generation of water in
early galaxies could be more efficient
than [in] today’s galaxies.”

Scientists believed for decades that
only traces of water were present in the
early cosmos and that it became more
common when newer, bigger stars
exploded, yielding more of the heavier
elements to an evolving universe. But the
latest findings indicate that the first
supernovae themselves produced enough

THE GIS

Water is the third most
abundant molecule in the
universe, after hydrogen and
carbon monoxide, but its
origins are obscure

v

Researchers found that the
conditions required for water
existed around the time when
the first supernovae lit up the
cosmos. Gigantic stars
exploded, leaving behind
hydrogen, oxygen, and other
elements. The ‘oxygen
combined with hydrogen to
create water’

v

The latest findings indicate
that the first supernovae
produced enough water to
drench the infant universe.
This means planets could
have formed before the first
galaxies, and that there was
enough water to kickstart life.
This would push the timeline
for potential life way back
water to drench the infant universe.

This would mean planets, a crucial
refuge for water molecules, could have
formed even before the first galaxies were
born, and that there could have been
enough water and other elements in the
interstellar molecular clouds to kickstart
life. If so, this pushes the timeline for
potential life to have arisen in the
universe way back.

Remain unchanged

There are concerns that the model used
by the University of Portsmouth
researchers was based on the use of
indirect methods, like numerical
experiments, to study population III stars.
These stars are so distant that it is nearly
impossible to ‘see’ them even with the
most sophisticated telescopes.

However, Whalen said this challenge
did not affect the accuracy of the study.
“The important thing is to capture how
ionising UV radiation from the stars heats
and drives away ambient gas over their
lifetimes. We have those from stellar
atmosphere and evolution models that
are well established in the field.”

The findings validate previous research
that has shown that at least some of the
earth’s water was delivered by comets
early in the planet’s history. They also
confirm that water molecules remain
unchanged from their interstellar origins
as they reach planets elsewhere in the
universe.

(Prakash Chandra is a science writer.
prakashisat@gmail.com)
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Search for Universe’s First Water Could Reset Timeline of
Life’s Origins
SEATS & Ugo Ut Y @IS SHiaed &Y 3cUTa HT TAIET 9T TFhdl &

New research findings validate previous studies, showing that at least
some of Earth's water was delivered by comets in the planet’s early
history.

AT ey forsend gz & sreage M e Fa & N REa 2 F i F 7o
Tl Y et T3 SarT sHSF YIATA sfagrw 7 iy g oY)

e The study also confirms that water molecules remain unchanged from their
interstellar origins as they reach planets elsewhere in the universe.

Ig AT g ¢ IfSe e § o el 07 379t AT A @ yaRafda wa 8, se a
STEATS & ey Iel deh Tgad &
How Did Water Originate in the Universe?

a?'ﬂi's'ﬁqwﬁaﬁr%qﬁrﬁgé?

e A study published in Nature Astronomy on March 3 suggests that the universe’s
oldest stars produced water as they underwent supernova explosions.

3 AT FY AR TELAIHT H THIRAT Teh AT Tl & [ FEATS & Fad Q0 an o7
AT FAEBIET @ IR, dl Segie grelt Scqeet fm|

o If validated, this research could revise theories on life-bearing planets, indicating that
they formed billions of years earlier than previously thought.

IfE T 2Mer GAIOIT BIT &, o I8 SNaeT-warer Fgt W fAgurar # FNfa & awar g,
Tored Hehel AT § foh 3 el § W1 7T §AT @ 36T 99 9go a1 I

The First Stars and Water Formation

g dR 3T 91 &1 AT

e Water is the third most abundant molecule in the universe, after hydrogen and
carbon monoxide, but its origins remained unknown.

el SEATS A AT Fad A0 9T A1 AT H0] B, TSI R Freler AANIHFASS F
m,aﬁmgaﬁmﬁma?ﬁgéam

e Around 13.8 billion years ago, the Big Bang led to the creation of the universe.

W13.8ma&m,hwaﬁ$mmwmgml
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The first stars were born a few hundred million years after the Big Bang, consisting
mostly of hydrogen and helium.

gge ar faer 31 F Fo @t AfATe af a9, 5 gew wu A gEge IR A T
I

These early stars heated intergalactic gas and dust, and when they ran out of
hydrogen, they exploded as supernovae, enriching space with heavier elements.

o7 IR art o saddi 34 3R 4 1 w7 fran, 3R 579 39 gegies @eA &,
d FUAaT & T # REwie gU, fSad 3iaRer # s dcg ey gu

The Third Population of Stars and Water Formation

NEd it F ar 3R 9= F 1 AFOr

A star’s lifespan depends on its mass—massive stars burn fuel faster and die
sooner.

Teh R T 3T 3/F GedATT W X Fcdt 3 GeTATe arel R T STeal et g AN
ofter AT 8 e #

The fusion process inside stars converts hydrogen into helium, releasing enormous
energy as per Einstein’s mass-energy equation.

aRY F 37T TeldT AFHAT gBsIeTeT I Aferas & yRafdd &, 3R Tg e &
GEIHTA-FoAT FHIFIOT oh HTHR TA2TeT Foit Hercd il &

Based on metallicity (elements heavier than hydrogen & helium), astronomers
classify stars into three populations:

afeasrdr (gTEsterT 3K Qs A oY acat Y 3ufPufa) F 3MuR W), @aafdg art &
et ATt 7 Fefferd e &
o Population | stars (like the Sun) — Youngest and most metal-rich.
Population | aR (S FF) — Fa& a1 AR enfeasmar 7 e qopey|
o Population Il stars — Older with lower metallicity.

Population Il @R — g AR FA enfeasar arat|

o Population lll stars — The first stars, composed purely of hydrogen and
helium.

Population Il @R — 9ger aR, 3t G a¥E ¥ gEsle AR ifoaw d o &

According to the study, Population Il stars were the stellar nurseries where water
first appeared in the cosmos.

3T & IR, Population Il TR & TR F84RT off, STeT seds & gad gga gt
3cee g3

Search for Universe’s First Water Could Reset Timeline of Life’s
Origins
TEHATE & Ugol UTel T @IST SaeT oY 3cUTy oY GHAILET 96 TFaT ¢
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New research findings validate previous studies, showing that at least some of
Earth's water was delivered by comets in the planet’s early history.

T ey forsend gga & reayell Ay gite X 8, S fowra € o qedlt & Fo aredt i arqfed
IS IHT GRT SHh YT Sciery 7 v 1S AT

The study also confirms that water molecules remain unchanged from their
interstellar origins as they reach planets elsewhere in the universe.

Ig AT g ¢ IfSe e § o Ser 3107 3raet IaanahT Ao @ saRafda wa 8, se a
STEATS & 3o el deh Tgad &

How Did Water Originate in the Universe?

mﬁqwﬁaﬁmﬁgé?

A study published in Nature Astronomy on March 3 suggests that the universe’s
oldest stars produced water as they underwent supernova explosions.

3 AT FY AT WA 7 TS TF AT 9Tl § o FEATS & Fad O ar o
AT FAEBIET & IR, o 3o6ie Irelt Scqeet T

If validated, this research could revise theories on life-bearing planets, indicating that
they formed billions of years earlier than previously thought.

T 7g QNer TATONT @Yelr 8, Y I8 ShiaeT-waTs Tg) W Rgwial 1 Tnfd & awar ¢,
o ad Toha AT & o 3 9gar ¥ W 7T AT ¥ 37 a9 qger aaF &

The First Stars and Water Formation

98 ar 3R 91 1 fA#ETr

Water is the third most abundant molecule in the universe, after hydrogen and
carbon monoxide, but its origins remained unknown.

STl FEATS A AT Fad HAF 9T A1 AT 0] B, TSI R Freler AANIHAFAISS F
ara,aﬁ»—crga@rsmﬁrmaﬁrgézm

Around 13.8 billion years ago, the Big Bang led to the creation of the universe.
Wls.smﬁm,m%a:wmwﬁmgm

The first stars were born a few hundred million years after the Big Bang, consisting
mostly of hydrogen and helium.

ged anr faer dor & Fo At Ao ad a1 99, S gy w9 @ gmaee Ak ffemm a ww
|

These early stars heated intergalactic gas and dust, and when they ran out of
hydrogen, they exploded as supernovae, enriching space with heavier elements.

o7 IR art o sradidir 3w 3iR g @1 et fran, 3R S o gEge @ gt
d GO & T # Rewie U, fSad 3iaier # s dcg ey gu
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The Third Population of Stars and Water Formation

NEd it F ar 3R 9= F1 AFOr

A star’s lifespan depends on its mass—massive stars burn fuel faster and die
sooner.

Teh TR T 3T 3HF FedATeT T FAs el §—3 SeF# et arel R $ua el stard ¢ AR
ofter graTea 8 e €

The fusion process inside stars converts hydrogen into helium, releasing enormous
energy as per Einstein’s mass-energy equation.

aRY & 3eT HordeT IRFAT gTsatare & ffaasr & aRafda Ft ¥, 3R T e &
FETAT-FroAT FHIFIOT & AR TARATST Fofl Herel T o |

Based on metallicity (elements heavier than hydrogen & helium), astronomers
classify stars into three populations:

tnTfeaeraT (gT8sere 3K Aiforas & o acal #r 3ufRf) & 3R W), Walefag art &
et ATt 7 Fefferd e &
o Population | stars (like the Sun) — Youngest and most metal-rich.
Population | @R (¥ ) — Fa& a1 AR tnfeasar 7 wa aoqey|
o Population Il stars — Older with lower metallicity.

Population Il @R — g AR FA enfeasmar ara |

o Population lll stars — The first stars, composed purely of hydrogen and
helium.

Population Il @R — 9ger aR, 3t 78 & @ gEsie AR ffoaw d a1 &

According to the study, Population Il stars were the stellar nurseries where water
first appeared in the cosmos.

3T & IR, Population 11l IR § TRERT F84RT o, STeT seds & gad gga qreit
FeeT g3

The Right Conditions for Water Formation
grAY & fAAToT & TE aRRfeufaar

Astronomer D.H. Whalen (University of Portsmouth, England) led the study and ran
3D simulations of Population Il supernovae.

G .09, Speret (NEHATSY faeafaearery, $7¢ls) ¥ ey &7 Aqea foham 3R
Population Ill Fa=taT & 3D fAserere et |

They found that water-forming conditions existed between 50 million to 1 billion
years after the Big Bang.

3egiet grar fa faer dor & 50 fAfors @ 1 Rferaer af g areh aoe i aRkfeufaat aAlgg
of|
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e Gigantic stars (hundreds of times bigger than the Sun) provided these conditions when
they exploded, leaving behind hydrogen, oxygen, and other elements.

Tremer AR (G & Aehst o7 93) T e, A Ieier FTHFIA, JHferwereT A 3= el B

EE]

Simulating gravity for space workouts

IGS Paper n: s&T |

Q. Does
walking in
space lead to
weight loss?
Are you trying to
lose weight?
Because in
space you are already
weightless. However, it is
interesting to think about how
astronauts can exercise in
space, which they need to do to
keep from losing muscle mass.

Work is defined by a force
displacing an object by some
distance. When you lift a 5-kg
dumbbell on the earth, you
work to move it through the air.
The amount of work depends
on the amount of force exerted
in this activity.

On the ground, you work to
overcome the downward force
the dumbbell exerts on your
hand, called its weight, and to
move the dumbbell up. If you're
onboard the International
Space Station (ISS) in low-earth
orbit, both components almost
completely vanish, and you do
very little work to move the
dumbbell up and down.

Similarly, unlike walking on
the earth, where you work to
overcome your own weight and
friction against the air and the
ground, in space the former is
very small and the latter is zero.
(In low-earth orbit, astronauts

|

Astronaut Sunita Williams uses the treadmill onboard the
ISS in 2012. The harness is visible reaching from the
treadmill’s base to a ring on her hip. NASA

experience microgravity, not zero gravity.)

To exercise onboard the ISS, astronauts use a
special weight-lifting machine called the
Advanced Resistive Exercise Device. An astronaut
uses their hands and shoulders to push against
resistance provided by air-filled pistons, which
can simulate a weight of up to 270 kg.

Similarly, the ISS has a treadmill where
astronauts can strap themselves down using a
harness: the tighter it is, the closer the force it
exerts will be to gravity.
mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in
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For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

Work and Force in Space
3raRer I i I
e Work is defined as a force displacing an object over a distance.

FTH I Teh qel GART TG Y TF gt a RAEARa & & w7 7 aRenia frar smar g

Simulating Gravity for
Space Workouts

Iafvat aF3mse F AT
TEcATHYOT T AU

Q. Does walking in space lead
to weight loss?

9. 7 3aReT # I A 999 A
e 872

. In space, you are already
weightless, so walking does not
contribute to weight loss the same way
it does on Earth.

3rafkeT #, 39 gl & & ARET g1 &,
oIt TelelT gotel gea 7 3HY aig AerereT
G qar W gl W AT B

. Astronauts must exercise to
prevent muscle loss due to prolonged
exposure to microgravity.

Fafer IR} FY TTATH FIEAT TIRTF
AT ¢ I 3 AR F §9 THT dF
IS H o ¥ A@afAat 6 g 1 A
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e On Earth, lifting a 5-kg dumbbell requires work to move it against gravity.

gt W, 5 RN T 59 381 F fAT Jcarrdor & faveyr F1F FIar Y maeghdr g
gl

e Inlow-Earth orbit (ISS), both weight and resistance almost disappear, making lifting
effortless.

foeT-qed Fa (1SS) #, Feret 3R wfaRie TS waATed 8 S €, a9 3ol aga A
gl ST gl

e On Earth, walking requires energy to overcome body weight and friction. In space,
weight is minimal and friction is zero.

gl 9X, Tolel & It R & aoret 3R ador ! U F3A & fAT ST Y Araegwar g |
3TARET &, Toiet ageT o el § AR wfor ¢ g ¥

Exercise Methods on the ISS
HARTSET FARET T (ISS) W SAIH F dleh

o Astronauts use an Advanced Resistive Exercise Device (ARED), which simulates
weight resistance up to 270 kg using air-filled pistons.

37aeT I vsarEs WRARea vFataEse BaEd (ARED) FT 39T Fild &, il §aT-8i
et & ATews § 270 fFalam d@ & SR WTaRYE T 30T FIaT 8|

e The ISS has a treadmill where astronauts strap themselves with a harness to
simulate gravity while running.

ISS & T TSRS ¥ STET ARET AT e e Y UF gty ¥ Fiww et §, arfes
T&cdTehYUT T 30T fohdT ST &eh |

xies captured by the Euclid observatory ant umn shows galaxies that have a more diffuse appearance. The middle
iral

galaxies with different shapes and densities of stars. The last columns include interacting galaxies or galaxies with an unusual spiral arm or tidal
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Are U.S. research institutions making

mice transgender?

US. President Donald Trump has claimed that millions of dollars are being spent to make mice transgender. Fact checkers in the US. reported that it

might not have been a misstatement, speculating that Mr. Trump was probably referring to a report from the White Coat Waste Project

Ramya Kannan

ecently, U.S. President Donald

Trump famously misstated

that “$8 million had been

spent for making mice
transgender.” This was followed by
laughter in the House and sneers from
Republicans, on cue, and with Mr. Trump
doubling down by claiming: “This is real.”
However, the internet nearly exploded to
correct him — it should have been
transgenic mice, not mice who have their
gender changed.

The etymology of the term
But what does transgenic actually mean?
The root word trans means from ‘one to
another’, and genetic is used in relation to
genes. Transgenic refers to an organism
or cell whose genome has been altered by
the introduction of one or more foreign
DNA sequences from another species by
artificial means. Transgenic organisms are
generated in the laboratory for research
purposes, as per the National Human
Genome Research Institute.

Fact checkers in the U.S. reported that

prompting the erroneous and quite
homophobic charge that precious
taxpayer funds were being misused in
unnecessary research.

Media reports from the U.S., following
Trump’s remarks, stated that the White
House responded by sharing a list of
National Institutes of Health grants. The
press release listed six studies from the
database of federally-funded research
projects that used mice treated with
hormones and researched different
aspects of gender-affirming care.

This included studies on mice in the
area of hormone therapy and HIV
vaccines, reproductive consequences of
steroid hormone administration, the
impact of testosterone therapy on breast
cancer, a study on how gender-affirming
hormone therapy affects the microbiome,
analysing androgen effects on the
reproductive neuroendocrine axis and
how hormones influence asthma
outcomes.

The money was not spent to make
mice transgender.

Uses of transgenic mice

it might not have been a miss 1t
speculating that Mr. Trump was probably
referring to a report from the White Coat
Waste Project, a watchdog group
opposing government-funded animal
research, which had claimed that over $10
million had been spent on projects
involving transgender mice, rats, and
monkeys. This report managed to gather
moss as it rolled among the conservatives,

Are U.S. Research Institutions Making Mice Transgender?

Tr actually include a
variety of species such as fish, poultry,
rabbits, pigs, sheep, goats, and cattle,
apart from mice. Transgenic mice have
been used in genetic studies for a long
time now. Linear fragments of DNA can
be integrated into the genome in a
random fashion. If the gene-modified
chromosome enters the germline cells, it
can be passed onto the progeny, which

thereby contains permanently-altered
genomes and are then said to be
transgenic, explains Udayan Guha et al, in
a chapter on transgenic mice in cancer
research in the Encyclopedia of Cancer
(Second Edition).

Transgenic mice, in which the gene is
depleted or silenced to cause a loss of
gene function, are called knockout mice.
These mice provide valuable clues about
the biological function of a normal gene,
says Ursa Lampreht Tratar in “Transgenic
Mouse Models in Cancer Research’
published in Frontiers in Oncology.

In fact, transgenic mice were used to
demonstrate that DNA is the molecule
that carries the genetic code and that
oncogenes can cause cancer. “Transgenic
animals have been generated to
understand normal physiological
processes such as metabolism and blood
cell production. Transgenic animals have
been used to model human diseases and
to develop new treatments. Transgenic
crops have been produced that are
resistant to infectious diseases and grow
faster,” as per the National Human
Genome Research Institute.

Paul P. Liu, senior investigator,
Translational and Functional Genomics
Branch, at the National Human Genome
Research Institute, U.S., says: “with the
imminent completion of the human and
mouse genome sequence, it will be more
feasible to identify the relevant genes
underlying many fertility disorders.
Already, the mouse has been utilised
extensively as a genetic tool for the

dissection of gene function, often
providing significant insights into the
relationship between gene and disease.”

In a paper published in ScienceDirect,
‘Genetic manipulations to study
reproduction’, Carolina J. Jorgez et al state
“to expand our understanding of fertility
disorders in humans, animal models have
been providing invaluable insights into
reproductive physiology. The mouse has
become an important animal model to
study reproduction and other processes
due to its physiological, anatomical, and
genomic similarities with humans.”
Among the advantages of using mouse as
amodel are - a relatively short generation
time (9-10 weeks from being born to
giving birth) and the fact that females
breed prolifically in the lab.

Insights into cancer

The paper by Ursa Lampreht Tratar et al
highlights that the use of existing mouse
models in cancer research is of utmost
importance as they explore the casual
link between candidate cancer genes and
carcinogenesis, and can provide models
to develop and test new therapies.

The mouse as a model for human
cancer research has proven to be a useful
tool due to the relatively similar genomic
and physiological characteristics of
tumour biology between mice and
humans. Mice have several similar
anatomical, cellular, and molecular
characteristics to humans that are known
to have critical properties and functions
in cancer.

U.S. President Donald Trump claimed that millions of dollars are
being spent to make mice transgender.

AR Izl Sieres u o qrar frar & amal ster gt &) geist aas 7

wd fFe AT @ gl
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o Fact-checkers reported that Trump likely misinterpreted a report from the White Coat
Waste Project, which stated that over $10 million had been spent on research
involving mice, rats, and monkeys.

thare-dhd o 1T foh €7 & WHTA: White Coat Waste Project st RUYE &Y arera @asm,
forae avgT a1 ot o $10 fafere @ 3 3T, 98t 3R e R fovw arv et & @9 v
7|

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

The Meaning of ‘Transgenic’

"ErS e T A

e The term transgenic means an organism whose genome has been altered by
introducing foreign DNA from another species.

TSI T 3T & U UAT Siig Toraenr St fageft fivav Sigs aeer = gl
e Transgenic mice are used for scientific research, not for changing gender.

giatfad gt 1 39ahT dafas sreqare & fore fmar sirar 8, & B fofer e & faw)

Purpose of Transgenic Mice in Research
T H T gt #1 358

e Transgenic animals include fish, poultry, rabbits, pigs, sheep, goats, and cattle,
apart from mice.

gigoieleh STeTaki & Fovelt, F{IMT, @aer, 3R, A3, g 3R FQ, g1 & srarar A« g

e Scientists use transgenic mice to study genetic functions, cancer research, and
disease treatments.

defeien gt fere Tgt 1 3T ITega e F, FAT rTaTeT T T 3TAR & 37T &
o FA gl

e Knockout mice, where a specific gene is silenced, help researchers understand
biological functions.

AtwT3e g, ST T fafIse Siet ATSHT fomar S &, afarent st e st &
THST! H HAcg X ol

Insights into Cancer Research
FET ITHUT 7 Lo
e Transgenic mice help scientists study tumor biology and test new cancer treatments.
crHSifees g dTfen! T TFR Shafaaare &1 3reager iR 7T FAT 3TART F71 THaTor HY=
H Fce M8 |
e Due to their genetic similarities to humans, mice serve as effective models for
medical research.
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FH I
Easing FPI threshold
can induce capital
inflow, say experts

SEBI's decision to raise the limit for granular disclosures to ¥50000 cr.

‘balances regulatory oversight with market attractiveness’

GS Paper lll: Capital

Market
MUMBAT

he Securities and
T Exchange Board of
India’s (SEBI) deci-

sion to increase the thresh-
old for FPIs to start making
granular disclosures, to
¥50,000 crore, may in-
crease capital inflows amid
relentless selling by foreign
portfolio investors (FPI)
and ease the compliance
burden on genuine inves-
tors, according to experts.

In its Q4 board meeting
on Monday, SEBI increased
FPI investment threshold
for granular disclosures to
50,000 crore from the
earlier ¥25,000 crore citing
doubling of cash equity
markets in the past couple
of years. This means fo-
reign portfolio investors,
who invest more than
¥50,000 crore in Indian
stocks, will have to disclose
details of beneficial owner-
ship and returns of FPIs
among other details of the
investing entities.

“We are providing the
kind of regulations which
will really facilitate it [in-
vestment in Indian mar-
kets]. We are in no way
wanting to scare anybody
away or things like that,”
said SEBI chairperson Tu-
hin Kanta Pandey in a me-
dia briefing on Monday.

The revised norms are
an amendment to the cir-
cular dated August 24,
2023, which brought in ad-
ditional disclosure norms
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Investor friendly

SEBI's move to increase FP| investment threshold to 350,000 cr.
may ease compliance burden on genuine investors

R B = Toush lar disclosur
j/ﬁ ;/ // fl | = Tough granular disclosure

requirement had made
compliance difficult

= Many FPIs had diluted their
positions in India to fall below the
threshold of 325,000 crore

m SEBI’s latest decision hailed as
pro-growth and pro-investment

for FPIs to bring in more
than ¥25,000 crore into In-
dian markets and invest
more than half of their
portfolio in a single entity.

The 2023 circular was
seen as a move to prevent
entities from flouting pu-
blic shareholding norms
and stock price manipula-
tion using the FPI route, as
alleged by shortseller Hin-
denburg against the Adani
Group. “It is expected to
enhance capital inflows,
improve market depth,
and ensure greater tran-
sparency. It simplifies com-
pliance for mid-sized and
small sized FPIs, encourag-
ing greater participation in
Indian equities, while re-
ducing the compliance
burden significantly,” said
Mahavir Lunawat, chair-
man of the Association of
Investment Bankers of In-
dia (AIBI) and group foun-
der of Pantomath Financial
Services Group.

“Because of the sheer
size of their portfolio, they
were getting caught into

the granular disclosure re-
quirement, which is always
not a very easy one,” said
Siddharth Shah, partner at
Khaitan & Co, a Mumbai-
based law firm.

He further said India
probably might have been
the only emerging market
where this level of granular
data was being sought,
making compliances for
such funds very difficult.

Responding to such a re-
quirement, many FPIs may
have diluted their positions
in India to fall below the
threshold 325,000 crore to
avoid getting caught into
this level of compliance
and this in some way may
have been one of the fac-
tors contributing to the
sell-off by FPIs in the In-
dian market, Mr. Shah
added.

“Overall, SEBI's deci-
sion is a pro-growth and
pro-investment move, ba-
lancing regulatory over-
sight with market attrac-
tiveness,” Mr. Lunawat
said.

Easing FPI Threshold Can
Induce Capital Inflow, Say
Experts

T3S AT A TET F gt
Y4dTg & So1dT & TFaT ¢,
Ay Hr I

SEBI has raised the threshold
for Foreign Portfolio Investors
(FPIs) to make granular
disclosures from ¥25,000 crore
to 50,000 crore.

SEBI o fagelt iEwmfarat fAderet
(FPIs) & faT fawqd e 1
AT 25,000 FS F ToTH
250,000 FO3 FT & &1

. This move aims to increase capital
inflows and ease compliance burdens on
genuine investors.

SH HGH I 35T YN YaTe & Fa1 3R
arEA e AT 9T Je[uTele & ST FY FH
TR

Reasons Behind SEBI's

Decision
SEBI & faoig & 91& & &RoT
. In its Q4 board meeting, SEBI cited

the doubling of cash equity markets over
the past two years as a reason for this
change.
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T HIROT FATAT

FPIs investing more than ¥50,000 crore in Indian stocks must disclose beneficial
ownership and investment details.

£50,000 FUT T AP HRART IR TR H AT FI a1 THEATE F ATHFRY TaTfAcT
3R fordrer Ryawor 1 Getrar L= grem|

SEBI Chairperson Tuhin Kanta Pandey stated that the new regulations are designed to
facilitate investment without discouraging investors.

SEBI & 37geT J@ieT Hid 9IS o heT foh AU forae fder 1 rameT e & fow geme e ¢,
e F1 galcaTied Fo F AT g

Background and Impact

oS 3T weTa

The August 24, 2023, circular required FPIs bringing in more than ¥25,000 crore to
make detailed disclosures.

24 AET 2023 FHT FEherX T25,000 FUF & HiAF fAder o arek T3 1 feqgd gard
FT & fT aTeT HIar 47|

This was aimed at preventing market manipulation and ensuring compliance with
public shareholding norms, following allegations against Adani Group by
Hindenburg.

SHHT 36T TSR FTHT Y el 3R AT orer AATLTRAT ATAGS! HT UTeleT Glaafeae
T AT, Esaaet anT s @og W T T HRI & 95|

Experts believe this revision will enhance capital inflows, improve market depth, and
increase participation in Indian equities.

AT T AT § T Tg FATET Yt TaATE FY TGN, AR Y TS H FUR F9, -
AT 33ad A smefierY sgreem|

Challenges and Compliance Issues
galfaar 3 srefuTers gAEAe

Siddharth Shah (Partner, Khaitan & Co.) stated that India was possibly the only
emerging market requiring such granular disclosures.

fagumd e (WSiER, VT U3 Fue) =¥ heT foh ST AT THATT IHIAT 3T ISR T,
STET $a T QeI Y 3raedsharm Y|

Many FPIs may have reduced their holdings below ¥25,000 crore to avoid
compliance burdens, contributing to FPI sell-offs.
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S o vwdiang faearelt s¢
e Mahavir Lunawat (Chairman, AIBI) called SEBI’s decision pro-growth and pro-
investment, balancing regulatory oversight with market attractiveness.

HEAR eATad (reaT, AIBI) o SEBI & hafel 1 fasraieaa i fader aads s, it
e faRreh 3R SR s & e W ST

BHIM 3.0 launched
with option to track
shared expenses

IGS Pager ] |

MUMBAI

National Payments Corpo-
ration of India’s (NPCI)
wholly owned subsidiary
NPCI BHIM Services Ltd.
(NBSL), on Tuesday,
launched Bharat Interface
for Money (BHIM) 3.0 with
enhanced features for us-
ers and new offerings for
businesses and banks.
BHIM 3.0 will be rolled
out in phases across plat-
forms, with complete avail-
ability expected by April
2025. “BHIM 3.0 is de-
signed to meet the needs of
today’s users in the fast-
evolving world of digital

payments. Built for Bharat,
it prioritises safety, conve-
nience, and inclusion,”
said NBSL CEO Lalitha Nat-
araj. Users can split bills
with friends and family
seamlessly. For dining out,
rent payments, or group
purchases, the BHIM app
now allows users to divide
expenses and make pay-
ments directly.

Users can now onboard
family members, track
shared expenses, and as-
sign specific payments.

This feature enables bet-
ter financial planning by
giving families a consoli-
dated view of their expens-
es, the NBSL said.

S THUITS o T25,000 FN3 { F3 gifeser qare 1@} ATich 3reqarers & SeT § 91 91 TF,

BHIM 3.0 Launched with
Option to Track Shared
Expenses

BHIM 3.0 |TeTT @df #f &
I & [AFeq & 917 died
T I

National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI)’s
wholly owned subsidiary
NPCI BHIM Services Ltd.
(NBSL) launched Bharat
Interface for Money (BHIM)
3.0 on Tuesday.

el FATH HRURAA 3HTH
gf3ar (NPCI) Y ot Farfdea
arell grIs w9« NPCI BHIM
afdds fafdies (NBSL) &
HITAR Y HRT STHT BR
A (BHIM) 3.0 oilear fRaT|

e BHIM 3.0 will be rolled out in
phases across platforms, with full
availability expected by April 2025.
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BHIM 3.0 &I aRvTagy adid § dlea R Jeam, 31 I 3rite 2025 dF QU g § 3qelsy
grem|

Designed for digital payments in India, BHIM 3.0 prioritizes safety, convenience,
and inclusion.

#Ra # e sprare & fore famser fmam aram, BHIM 3.0 e, g ik awmders &
IS ST g

New Features for Users

3YANTRATHT & T 7T FrRy

Users can now split bills seamlessly with friends and family for dining out, rent
payments, or group purchases.

3UANETRAT 39 ara 3T 9RER & a1y fae ) 3 @ Qanfog FTaFa &, 50 9T
e, T & spararer a1 W @l & faw

The BHIM app allows tracking shared expenses and assigning specific payments.
BHIM ¥ |51 @t &t ¢ et X RAfrse speramal #Y sramser #¢e 1 giawr ar g

This feature enhances financial planning, giving families a consolidated view of their
expenses.

Ig giaur R aiee # agaw aret 8, [Swd aRar @1 e @t 1 gafFa eifewor
fAerar g
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‘Social protection
coverage doubled
to 48.8% in 2024’

|GS Paper i |
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A comprehensive data-
pooling exercise led by Un-
ion Labour Ministry in col-
laboration with the Inter-
national Labour
Organization (ILO) shows
65% of India’s population
(92 crore people) is co-
vered by at least one social
protection benefit (cash
and in-kind) with 48.8% re-
ceiving cash benefits.
Announcing this here,
Union Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya said
more than 200 crore re-
cords were processed to
identify unique beneficiar-
ies by utilising encrypted
Aadhaar across 34 major
Central schemes such as
the MGNREGA, Employees
Provident Fund and Em-
ployees State Insurance.
“India’s social protec-
tion coverage, thus, dou-
bled from 24.4% in 2021 to
48.8% in 2024 as per ILO’s
World Social Protection Re-
port (WSPR) 2024-26, by
acknowledging  existing
Central social protection
schemes which hadn’t
been considered earlier,”
Mr. Mandaviya told repor-
ters. He, however, added
ILO’s assessment that In-
dia’s present social protec-
tion coverage is 48.8% is
still an underestimation.
“It does not account for,
one, the in-kind benefits
provided to the citizens of
the country, such as food
security and housing bene-
fits; and secondly, the so-
cial protection schemes ad-
ministered by the States.

Much higher

“The actual social protec-
tion coverage of India is ex-
pected to be much higher
after this data is taken into
account,” he said.

ILO’s assessment is still an
underestimation, says
Mandaviya.

Mr. Mandaviya added
the Ministry has been con-
sistently following up with
ILO Headquarters on this
matter via a focussed high-
level dialogue.

“The Ministry is actively
collaborating with State go-
vernments and the ILO for
a national social protection
data pooling exercise to ob-
tain a holistic picture of so-
cial protection coverage in
India. Labour Depart-
ments of State govern-
ments are playing the no-
dal role in compilation of
respective  State-specific
data and sharing the same
with the Central govern-
ment for further consolida-
tion, verification and de-
duplication,” he added.

ESIC expansion

Mr. Mandaviya also an-
nounced the Employees’
State Insurance Corpora-
tion (ESIC) expanded cov-
erage in Uttar Pradesh by
notifying 15 additional dis-
tricts under the Em-
ployees’ State Insurance
(ESI) Scheme.

“This marks a significant
step towards strengthening
social security for workers
in the state,” he said. A to-
tal of 74 out of 75 districts
in UP are now fully covered
under the ESI Scheme.

Social Protection Coverage Doubled to
48.8% in 2024

2024 & FIATTIF FI&T Faver L= gla]
48.8% g3

A data-pooling exercise led by the Union
Labour Ministry and the International Labour
Organization (ILO) shows that 65% of India’s
population (92 crore people) is covered by at
least one social protection benefit.

HENT HA AATAT 3 FATSET A IS+ (ILO)
GaRT f&FT AT 3T HAGOT 373ATH | Il Ielall &
TR FT 65% STTHEAT (92 FS T FH A FH
U WIATTSIE AT a1 @ 3resiied 8

e 48.8% of the population receives cash benefits under
various social security schemes.

48.8% STHEAT F faffiesr arnfars geam A3 F dgd ahe
AT 9TCT 2t B

Key Announcements by Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya

e More than 200 crore records were processed using
encrypted Aadhaar to identify unique beneficiaries across 34
major Central schemes such as MGNREGA, EPF, and ESI.

200 F3 W 3T+ Rpls virpees MR & ATeyq @ garad
fohT 71T, Arfer MGNREGA, EPF 3R ESI 94t 34 v &
Frsta3it & dgd fAfdrse arenfia i ugarer i 51 o |

e India’s social protection coverage has doubled from

24.4% in 2021 to 48.8% in 2024, as per ILO’s World Social
Protection Report (WSPR) 2024-26.

ILO #T faea wmnfars grawm RaiE (WSPR) 2024-26 & 3[8R,

HIX T WTATToTR G&TT Faxsr 2021 F 24.4% § TG 2024 F 48.8% Y TS|
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Concerns About Underestimation

FsCfTeAUA F) A [T

ILO’s estimate of 48.8% coverage is still lower as it does not include in-kind benefits
like food security and housing or state-administered social protection schemes.

ILO E@RT 48.8% WTHITE F&T Faver H1 3Maherer 33t oft o B, Fiifer swal wey geam
3R ATy A T AT FSTATC A7 AT TFRI SART FAITAT WA AT AISTATT
QA T8l & |

The actual social protection coverage is expected to be much higher once these
factors are considered.

$T FRPI Y €T A WA F 916, TEATIF FATAF GI&T Favol Fal AAF g1t T 357G
gl

Collaboration with ILO and States

ILO 3 Tr=at & |1 ggaer

The Labour Ministry is working with ILO and State Governments for a national
social protection data-pooling exercise.

S FATEE, ILO 3R T TXFRT & W Aoy TSET WTATFoF AT ST HIPEOT 37

W HTH T @I
State Labour Departments are compiling state-specific data and sharing it with the
Central Government for verification and de-duplication.

T 4 fasmr Us-faflrse o1 dwfaa # 1@ § 31 38 weamae 3k sftade gem & faw
g PR F FIT AT+ | 8l

Expansion of ESIC Coverage in Uttar Pradesh

3 9 A ESIC FaysT &1 RAEar

The Employees’ State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) has expanded its coverage in
Uttar Pradesh by notifying 15 additional districts under the ESI Scheme.

FHAR TS AT AITH (ESIC) & IR ge2r # 15 AfaRkea [t &1 ES| Aster & dgd

TG Sleh YT Shalsl o]
Now, 74 out of 75 districts in Uttar Pradesh are fully covered under the ESI Scheme,
marking a significant step towards worker social security.

e, I IS & 75 H ¥ 74 e ES| At & dgd Off avg & Fax e aw § 5 weranian
Y FIATTSTh GI&TT 1 {2 7 Ueh HAgeaqol e A g |
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