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PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Rising from the ashes

A GS Paper I: A&C

This Theyyam performance at the Kaliyattam festival at Ettikkulam in Kannur, Kerala, tells the story of a warrior
who was reborn from his ashes. According to the legend, Kandanar Kelan, an archer-farmer, was burning
vegetation to prepare land for farming when he got engulfed in flames. To escape, he tried to clamber up a tree
and was bitten by two snakes. Another theyyam, Vayanattu Kulavan, resurrected him. THULASI KAKKAT
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How do habitual offender laws discriminate?

TG 3TRTER FefeT FH AGHTT FIA 872
How do habitual offender laws discriminate?

How are habitual offenders deemed so? What is the history behind denotified and nomadic tribes being seen as ‘criminal tribes? Why are States such as Gujarat

S Paper |: Socie!

PLAINER

Abhinay Lakshman

The story so far:
onths after the Supreme
Court of India questioned the
need for decade-old laws that
have classified a section of
criminals as “habitual offenders” across
India, the Government of India has
revealed in Parliament that such laws
continue to operate in as many as 14
States and Union Territories.

What has the SC said about the
matter in the past?
In October last year, while deciding a
matter on caste discrimination within
Indian jails, the Supreme Court of India
had called into question the very basis of
the “habitual offender” classification,
noting it was “constitutionally suspect”
and used to “target members of
denotified tribes”.

The recent information revealed in the
Lok Sabha on March 11 by the Union
Social Justice Ministry showed that some
States like Gujarat have argued for the
continuation of the law given that the
“intent” of its use is not suspect, while
others are in the process of discontinuing
its application, like Punjab. States like
Haryana have already repealed it. The
government has said that the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs communicates
with States on these laws and the status of
their repealing from time to time.

What is the origin of the ‘habitual
offender’ classification?

According to the National Commission for
Denotified, Nomadic, and Semi-Nomadic
tribes headed by Bhiku Ramji Idate,

\Vthh submmed its report m 2017, !he

in India bcgan \mh Regulation XXII of
1793, which gave magistrates “summary
powers” to put to work or imprison
certain communities or tribes based on
suspicion alone, The Indian Penal Code of
1860 and the Criminal Procedure Code of
1861 further set up the mechanism to
maintain a register of “dacoits and thugs”,
before culminating it in the Criminal
Tribes Act (CTA) of 1871. It was through
this Act, the Idate Commission notes, that
“the phrase ‘criminal tribe’ was first
concocted, and the system of registration
began”. The law provided for “a gang, a
tribe, or a class of people” to be declared
criminal, and was strengthened
throughout the next few decades. In 1924,
the law was applied to all of colonial India
which increased the number of
communities declared “criminal”
exponentially, according to the Idate
report.

Just as the Constitution of India was
being adopted, the government's Criminal
Tribes Act Enquiry Committee Report
(1949-50) was published, which
recommended the repealing of the CTA,
and encouraged “central legislation
applicable to all habitual offenders
without any distinction based on caste,
creed, or birth”. In 1952, based on this
report, the Government of India repealed
all criminal tribes laws across the country,
leaving the communities notified under
these laws to be classified as “denotified,
nomadic, and semi-nomadic” (DNT, NT,
SNT) tribes.

By this time, States had already started
enacting “habitual offender” laws across
the country, such as the Madras
Restriction of Habitual Offenders Act,
1948, which was extended to Delhi in 1951.
Rajasthan passed a similar law in 1953,
and over the next two decades more
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not keen to repeal the habitual offender laws?

Criminal by ‘habit': Members ofvarios denofified tribes take an cath durmg the first conference of Itinerant People's Rights Organisation in 2012. FILE PHOTO

States — Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal,
Karnataka, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, etc. — adopted laws on “habitual
offenders”. All of them moved away from
the premise of classifying communities as
“prone to crime”, by defining a “habitual
offender” in terms of the convictions they
have had.

However, even though the CTA Enquiry
Report had led to the reframing of
habitual offender laws, by centering
individuals over communities, more than
a decade later, when the Lokur
Committee in 1965 was looking at
denotified tribes, it saw them as
communities with an “anti-social
heritage”. Some specific communities
were even described as having an “affinity
for crime”.

‘What were some of the crimes which

made one a ‘habitual offender’?

Habitual offender laws have a schedule of

crimes for which the c]assmcanon could
ed,

tion”, and half-a-dozen entries
on “lurking”

Registers were maintained, and rules
and regulations were formulated by States
on how ‘habitual offenders’ were to be
treated within prisons, leading to jail
manuals across the country adopting the
language of “habitual offenders”, with
some of them explicitly allowing for
erstwhile “criminal tribe” community
members to be designated as “habitual
offenders” (for example in Rajasthan). But
in 1998, the custodial death of Budhan
Sabar, a member of a denotified
community in West Bengal, led to
national outrage over the concept of
“habitual offenders” and how it was being
used by the police.

‘When did change start?

From the outrage over Mr. Sabar’s death,
an advocacy group was formed known as
the Denotified and Nomadic Tribes Rights
Action Group (DNT-RAG) by writers
Mahasweta Devi and G.N. Devy, who also
spearheaded the launching of a magazine
named after Budhan, which wrote on
issues faced by these communities. The

DNT-RAG studied the conditions of
denotified tribes and prepared a report.
In 1998, the DNT-RAG wrote to the

National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) in India and the United Nations
Secretary General, noting that even
though the CTA had been repealed, “the
police as well as the general public
continue to treat most of these
unfortunate communities as ‘born
criminals’ and ‘habitual criminals
the habitual offender law in Bombay.
“Every day brings in instances of
mob-lynching, arson, and police atrocities
enacted upon the innocent and helpless
DNTSs,” the letter said.

Reacting to this letter, the NHRC
formed an Advisory Group which in
2000, concluded that these “habitual
offender” laws can be repealed. Since
then, every National Commission that has
dealt with the issue of DNT, NT, SNT

ng

effect of “habitual offender” laws on these
communities.

In March 2007, the United Nations
Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination noted the way “habitual
offender” laws were being applied and
called for its repeal. In 2008, the National
Commission on DNT, SNT, NT headed by
B.S. Renke noted the negative effect of the
laws on the lives of these communities.

In 2014, the High-Level Committee of
the Tribal Affairs Ministry, headed by
Professor Virginius Xaxa noted, “The tag
of criminality attached to DNTs and to the
nomadic way of life of nomadic tribes
persists to the present day. The
explanation lies, in good measure, in the
Criminal Tribes Act being replaced in
many States by the Habitual Offenders
Act.” In 2020, journalist Sukanya Santha
reported on widespread
caste-discrimination within Indian prison
systems, including the treatment meted
out to those who have been classified as
“habitual offenders”, based on which she
filed a petition in the Supreme Court.

How have States reacted?

Deciding this case in October 2024, a
Bench headed by then-Chief Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud had noted that while
“habitual offender” laws were not the
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subject of the matter specifically, it felt
compelled to make some observations.

It said, “The *habitual offender’
legislations were enacted to replace the
Criminal Tribes Act. However, in States
such as Rajasthan, they were used to refer
to members belonging to criminal
tribes/denotified tribes. Applying that
logic, several Prison Manuals/Rules have
also referred to ‘habitual offender’ to
mean members of Denotified Tribes or
wandering tribes....This cannot be
accepted. A whole community ought not
to have either been declared a criminal
tribe in the past or a habitual offender in
the present. It would not be wrong to say
that the classification of *habitual
offender’ has been used to target
members of Denotified Tribes.”

Further down in the judgment, the
Supreme Court went on to “urge” the
State governments to review whether
there remained any need for such
“habitual offender” laws in the country.

According to the latest information
provided by the States and UTS to the
Ministry of Home Affairs, Punjab has said
that it has not implemented the law for
over five years and neither had any
register been maintained in this time.
Similarly, the Odisha government has said
that no case had been registered under
the law in the last five years and Andhra
Pradesh has said that no one in their jails
currently was imprisoned under the law.

Some States like Goa have argued that
since there are no DNTSs in their State,
there is no scope of the law being misused
to target them and have indicated that
they may be allowed to continue using
them. Gujarat has opined against
repealing it saying it “does not intend” to
harass. Telangana has called the law
preventative, whereas Uttar Pradesh has
said that since all “habitual offender”
provisions had been covered under their
Goondas Act, it does not matter if it is
repealed.

According to the latest available
records of the National Crime Records
Bureau (for 2022), about 1.9% of India’s
1.29 lakh convict population have been
classified as “habitual offenders”, with the
highest proportion seen in Delhi, where
21.5% of convicts are classified as such.

THE GIST

v

In October last year, while
deciding a matter on caste
discrimination within Indian
jails, the Supreme Court of
India had called into question
the very basis of the “habitual
offender” classification, noting
it was “constitutionally
suspect” and used to “target
members of denotified tribes

v

Habitual offender laws have a
schedule of crimes for which
the classification could be
invoked. Across States, this
included crimes like “being a
thug”, “belonging to a gang of
dacoits”, “living on the
eamings of prostitution”, and
half-a-dozen entries on
“lurking”.

v

In March 2007, the United
Nations Committee on the
Elimination of Racial
Discrimination noted the way
“habitual offender” laws were
being applied and called for its
repeal.
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What has the Supreme Court said about habitual offender laws?

A FIE o AT IR FTofaAl F TR F FIT FT 87

In October 2023, the Supreme Court of India questioned the constitutional validity of
the habitual offender classification, calling it “constitutionally suspect” and
discriminatory against denotified tribes.

IrFEaT 2023 A, ARCART A FIE o1 mecer et Fefferzor Fr wdenfas derar o warer
35w, 38 “wiaeurally @fgrer 3R srfagfaa serenfaat & f@reres dgsmayet sdm

On March 11, 2024, the Union Social Justice Ministry revealed in Lok Sabha that 14
States and Union Territories still enforce habitual offender laws.

11 AT 2024 FY, FET WATSF 7417 HAAT o SNFHAT 7 GATdT 21 & 14 T2t 3R
&g afla gt 7 313t o A el 9L &

While Punjab is in the process of repealing the law, Gujarat has argued for its
continuation, citing its intent is not suspect.

STET GSTTd 3 FIeeT Y gt Y UfhaT 7 B, IO A 30F T W@ Y qahrad I 5, T§
& gU i gt e Wi et 3

What is the origin of the ‘habitual offender’ classification?

‘3redeT I Rref geffaror iy scafar FA 2

The criminalization of communities in India began with Regulation XXIl of 1793,
which allowed magistrates to imprison certain tribes based on suspicion alone.

AR H FHETAT $T HIAAFIOT 1793 F [T XXI| F L& g37T, ey waramefieit 1 daer

T & IMUR W FS AAaiadl I $g Ha 1 FAFR feam|

The Indian Penal Code (1860) and Criminal Procedure Code (1861) mandated
registers for “dacoits and thugs”, leading to the Criminal Tribes Act (CTA) of 1871.

HRT & Wiy (1860) 3R smawfte afdkar wfyar (1861) F “sr 3 aait & fAw
TOIEe 91T, TSrad 1871 T TORITAS Siefonfa &z (CTA) o1y g3|

The CTA allowed entire communities to be declared as “criminal tribes”, leading to
increased police surveillance and discrimination.

CTA & WYl HHETAT FT “Iroreft Stetoriar” @ w3 A sgafar &, foed gfow fammeh
3 sigerme 79 =

In 1952, the Government of India repealed the CTA, classifying affected communities
as Denotified, Nomadic, and Semi-Nomadic Tribes (DNT, NT, SNT).

1952 &, IR EIFR & CTA FY &g 1 foam, 3R weariae wogerat &1 srfagfaa, gaq, sk
3TeF-gH FTATiadt (DNT, NT, SNT) & &9 & gefiehet o]
Despite this, States enacted habitual offender laws, such as the Madras Restriction

of Habitual Offenders Act (1948) and similar laws in Rajasthan (1953), Andhra
Pradesh, West Bengal, and Uttar Pradesh.
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g S1d9[g, AT o TG FATHY FTTeT qATC, S AFTH 3Mee=T ITRredt gfaeer
3T (1948) 3R SH oRE & HIelet TWSTEAT (1953), HTEr W& 2T, TREH Famrer 3R 3w
weRr & o] fehw a7

What were some of the crimes that led to habitual offender
classification?

FiT-FIT T IR 3TedeT RTef FIfHIor FT FROT T2

e The habitual offender laws listed crimes such as “being a thug,” “belonging to a
gang of dacoits,” and “living on the earnings of prostitution.”

Jrereer Iref FIgAT A IR GRS A S <39 ger,” “shall F g F 3o, 3R
“YQUATGT ¥ HATS T Siiaet et HIAT]”

e Some laws allowed for the police to maintain registers of habitual offenders,
disproportionately targeting denotified tribes.

TS Hlefell o G Y HTeeer TRt T AT Fo1e w@a i regafa &, Taa
IR Serenfaal H1 3w w7 § e serar aran|

e In 1998, the custodial death of Budhan Sabar, a denotified tribal man in West
Bengal, sparked national outrage against the misuse of habitual offender laws.

1998 #, qereT WTa Y wraa # #Aler, St afves daner & v rfOgfAa Seenda safFa 2,
o Hree TR FefeAl F U F BT TSET THIA T Sl T

When did change start?
TR e qE gIHT?

e The custodial death of Budhan Sabar (1998) led to national outrage, prompting the
formation of the Denotified and Nomadic Tribes Rights Action Group (DNT-RAG) by
Mahasweta Devi and G.N. Devy.

T FTET Y ROw 7 g (1998) & HRUT TSR 3Mmshier thell, Torad Agredar &4t 3ilx
.o, 7% canT rfegfRa IR gHq Ferenfar JfAFR F1F THg (DNT-RAG) 1 16+ fehar
|

e DNT-RAG launched ‘Budhan’ magazine to highlight the issues faced by these
communities.

DNT-RAG & 'Jerel" UXaT ¢ Y, oifeh o7 WHGTAT T FATATIH Y 3R fFam 511 7 |

e In 1998, DNT-RAG wrote to the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) and the
United Nations, stating that police and society still treated DNTs as 'born criminals’.

1998 #, DNT-RAG & IS¢ ATAATEFR 3TANT (NHRC) 3 T Isg hi 97 o,
forerat argr arar o gferer 3l wwrer arsft ot DNTs &t ' Srewratter roRmelt aAmerar €1

e In 2000, NHRC’s Advisory Group concluded that habitual offender laws should be
repealed.
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2000 #, NHRC &I HellgehR AT o fosens f¥enrerr o maaret srawrelt et &1 e
T ST TR

e The United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (2007)
called for the repeal of habitual offender laws.

VYFA TS AT AGHT I3t AT (2007) o HTeetet IrARTel FTefetl Y FATCT FIA Y
AT FY |

e In 2008, the B.S. Renke Commission highlighted the negative impact of habitual
offender laws on DNT communities.

2008 #, f1.wH. & AT o DNT WHERT T HTeeet Rrefl FTefell & THRIcHS TG HY

3SR T

e In 2014, the Virginius Xaxa Committee stated that the stigma of criminality against
DNTs persisted due to habitual offender laws.

2014 &, affrad AT fATT 7 8T fF DNTs & f@are srRreisor fr af snedeT
RTER FTAT & FROT Tt g5 &

e In 2020, journalist Sukanya Santha reported on caste discrimination in Indian
prisons and filed a petition in the Supreme Court against habitual offender laws.

2020 ®, TR FFHeAT AT & HRAT Srall 7 Shfaerar digemma o¥ Rale i 3ik gofer wiE &
AT SRR A1

How have States reacted?

=T Y yfafsrar st @

e In October 2024, a Supreme Court bench led by Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
stated that habitual offender laws disproportionately target Denotified Tribes.

IFga 2024 H, HET ~Arareiter a1, dgeg Y Iregarar & gha FE drs o wer %

. FEE IR O H RS ST mE AL R AR SRS (a3 SRt flaws.
IeTerd & Tl § Heeet UL FefaAl T FTTIHAT Y HHT FIA FT 31418 T

e Punjab stated that it has not used the law for five years, and no habitual offender
registers exist.

U A T F 3 3 FleleT T oo qia It @ 39k 781 fFar g, 3R F1$ 3ngae
IrRreft IFore €T @ T

e Odishareported no cases under this law in the past five years, and Andhra
Pradesh stated no prisoners were currently jailed under it.

3T & saran P o aiw avl & 58 F1eeT & dod FI$ A gof AL §IT, AR 3y wawr
F F81 F TAAT H $H FlA F dgd 1S FAI AT A G

e Goaargued that since there are no DNTs in the state, the law is not misused and
should be retained.
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S 11T IW@T AT AT

e Gujarat opposed repealing the law, claiming it does not intend to harass.

ISR o §H FTelel P AT FT1 1 ey 2, I e g o6 g0T 38827 Sedfise HTa
C R

o Telangana called the law ‘preventative’, while Uttar Pradesh stated that its
provisions were covered under the Goondas Act.

AEAT F $H FTefet B VHYTH F IR &F T F IATT, Saifeh 3T 92 o Fgl B 30
yraee gge @ &) a1 srfefager F anfae €
e According to NCRB records (2022), 1.9% of India's 1.29 lakh convict population

were classified as habitual offenders, with Delhi having the highest proportion
(21.5%).

TSR 3roer R1s s (NCRB) F 2022 & HIH3T & AN, HRA & 1.29 TG ey 3ramdr
# A 1.9% Y Jrecer el F w7 7 qefiepa fam o, fSwe R & gad arfas 21.5%
ardt |

F Heralding spring

Floral fiesta: Members of the Druid Order take part in a celebration of the spring equinox at Tower Hill in London on Thursday. The
astronomical spring season begins with the equinox and will last until the summer solstice on June 21. AP IGS Paper I: Geography |
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations))

1. X Corp. challenges content blocking orders, opposes
Centre’s ‘censorship portal

X Corp. ¥ #ee sallfarer meelt  gald &, Fg & Fawfq
qicer &1 e fhar

2. Amid militarisation concerns, India remains a stabilising
factor in the Arctic: Russian envoy

H=or Y Rt & i, 3rhfes & R 9+ a1 R+
elT 9 T TSIqd
3. Sweden pension fund may exclude BEL over ‘arms sale’

FdIseT Y2rT B3 BEL &1 'gfAIR fashr & FIROT 91gy FI Ahdl ¢

4. Panel flags ‘shoddy implementation’ of Centre’s flagship
tourism scheme

ﬂm#ﬁa@rwqﬂmmé;'wmm# G|
3 T
5. The challenge of policing digital giants

fSforee Reerat @ fvarrett i gatdh

6. The assault on multilateralism and international law
TgIETAIg R HAWTSET Fielel T §He

7. Should immigrants have the same right to protest as
citizens?

FAT IATFAAY Y ARTRST & TATT AU HTa F1 AVFR g
I1fgu?
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blocking orders, opposes
Centre’s ‘censorship portal

|GS Paper II: FRs

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU/NEW DELHI

X Corp, formerly known as
Twitter Inc, has moved the
Karnataka High Court,
challenging the way the
Union and State govern-
ments are issuing orders to
block content on its plat-
form. The company is op-
posing the Centre’s new
Sahyog portal, terming it a
“censorship portal”, which
allows all government
agencies — from Union Mi-
nistries down to local pol-
ice stations - to issue
blocking orders, using a
Union government-issued
template.

The court will hear the
petition on March 27.

X Corp has asked the
court to direct the govern-
ment that orders to block
content can only be issued
under Section 69A of the
Information  Technology
(IT) Act, 2000, and not by
invoking Section 79(3)(b)
of the Act.

A Union government of-
ficial told The Hindu that
orders issued under Sec-
tion 79 were not “direct
blocking orders”, but they
simply notified the plat-
form that it was liable for il-
legal content.

Section 69A empowers
the Union government to
direct the blocking of pu-
blic access to information if
deemed necessary for so-
vereignty, security, public
order, or to prevent incite-
ment, among other rea-
sons. It has multiple pro-
cedural safeguards to
ensure it is not misused,
which have been laid down
by the Supreme Court in
the landmark Shreya Sing-
hal vs Union of India case
in 2015.

Conditional protection

Section 79 of the Act, on
the other hand, “merely
exempts  intermediaries
[such as service providers,
social media platforms, or
apps] from lability for
third-party content [such
as posts]; it does not em-
power the government to
issue information blocking
orders in violation of Sec-
tion 69A and the apex
court’s verdict in Shreya

X’s legal
challenge

Here are the

= Why issue blocking
orders under
Section 79(3)(b)

of the Information

= Section 69A
empowers the
government to
block access

contentions of Elon Technology (IT) Act, to online

Musk’s company in 2000, and not under content,

the Karnataka High Section 69A u_ndw specific

Court: = Section 79(3)(b) circumstances
outlines the = Union Home
conditions Ministry's
under which an Sahyog
intermediary loses portalisa
its ‘safe harbour’ ‘censorship
protection portal’

Singhal’s case,” according
to the X petition. However,
clause 3(b) of Section 79
does say that the exemp-
tion will not be valid if the
intermediary fails to expe-
ditiously remove or disable
access to material used to
commit an unlawful act
when notified by the
government.

The company also ques-
tioned a communication
against the Union Ministry
of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology (MeitY)
issued on October 31, 2023,
informing all Union Minis-
tries, State governments,
and State police chiefs that
they are authorised to is-
sue blocking orders under
Section 79(3)(b) of the Act.
A vyear later, the Union
Home Ministry created the
Sahyog portal, which X has
called a “censorship por-
tal” to facilitate such or-
ders to be issued. The Sa-
hyog portal website says it
was developed “to auto-
mate the process of send-
ing notices to intermediar-
ies... ensuring immediate
action” and will “help
achieve a clean cyber
space”.

These actions by the
Centre are in violation of
the law as laid down by the
top court in the Shreya
Singhal case, the petition
said. “MeitY is trying to do
indirectly through other
agencies what it cannot do
directly under Section
69A... MeitY’s actions are
also colourable exercises
of power because it has at-
tempted to delegate power
to Central and State agen-
cies, and countless local
police officers, that MeitY
itself does not have under
the IT Act,” the petition
added.

A senior Union govern-
ment official disputed X's
description of the Sahyog
portal as a parallel censor-
ship system. Orders sent
under Section 79 “are not
blocking orders”, the offi-
cial said. “These orders in-
form social media interme-
diaries  about illegal
content, and if they do not
remove them, they share
the liability faced by the us-
ers... It is not the same as a
blocking order under Sec-
tion 69A, which is directly
blocking on a few narrow

“We will let the court
decide the constitutionali-
ty of the portal,” the official
added.

Prasanth Sugathan, le-
gal director at the Software
Freedom Law Centre, In-
dia (SFLC), said that it was
“problematic” that Sahyog
was designed for such a
large number of com-
plaints “without any pro-
cedural safeguards”.

Informing the court that
the MHA had written to X
Corp in October 2024 ask-
ing it to appoint a nodal of-
ficer to coordinate with the
Sahyog Portal, the compa-
ny sought interim protec-
tion, expressing apprehen-
sion that if it fails to
appoint a nodal officer or
to comply with blocking
orders issued under Sec-
tion 79(3)9b), it may attract
coercive action against the
company and its
representatives.

When the petition came
up for hearing on March 17
before Justice M. Nagapra-
sanna, the Additional Sol-
icitor-General of India told
the court that “there is
nothing done that would
justify grant of an interim
order, as on date.”

p. challenges content
blocking orders, opposes Centre’s
‘censorship portal

X Corp. & HeT sallfendr AT FT
ot &, g & FERAT Qe @1
faer foma

X Corp, formerly known as Twitter Inc,
has moved the Karnataka High Court,
challenging the way the Union and
State governments are issuing orders
to block content on its platform.

X Corp, f9r& gge Twitter Inc F AT &
STTAT SITT 9T, A FedATesd 3o AT Hl
FART ¥ seile T & AR A T
i Y geitel & 1§ 31

e The company is opposing the Centre’s new
Sahyog portal, terming it a “censorship portal”,
which allows all government agencies — from Union
Ministries down to local police stations — to issue
blocking orders using a Union government-issued
template.

HYeT g & 7T Sahyog e &1 AR = W g, 5
ol TUTAIT fare weeral e Tell aeehr TSttt st
&g TIHR GaRT SR TFIAT T ITANT FXeh Sellehal
3TCRN SR &t T IeTAT ST Bl

e The court will hear the petition on March 27.
AT $H ATTAHT Y GerdTs 27 AT H F1
e X Corp has asked the court to direct the

government that orders to block content can only be
issued under Section 69A of the Information
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Technology (IT) Act, 2000, and not by invoking Section 79(3)(b) of the Act.
X Corp & 31eTerd ¥ 371y T § for TR aht forder feam oo o ahde saileh aiat & 3meer

hael Fa=T Sle@ At (IT) 3rffaze, 2000 FT 4T 69A & dgd &1 ST fohT AT, o foh &my

79(3)(b) & & |

e A Union government official told The Hindu that orders issued under Section 79 were
not “direct blocking orders”, but they simply notified the platform that it was liable for
illegal content.

U AR TN HRFR X 7 /B! TAR 6 4R 79 F e SN IS e seltfher
& LT 8, SToeh Shdel Tlcthid I Giad d & o ag 3raY A & foT [SFAeR &

e Section 69A empowers the Union government to direct the blocking of public access
to information if deemed necessary for sovereignty, security, public order, or to
prevent incitement, among other reasons.

RT 69A e AIHR I Tg ATFA it & Toh a5 T[T, &1, Wi ol qaeUT AT Sestelr
Aot ST 3 ITTRIRATHT & fIT HTTforeh T T ey et T IR & Ak

e It has multiple procedural safeguards to ensure it is not misused, which have been laid
down by the Supreme Court in the Shreya Singhal vs Union of India case (2015).

ST YiRATcHS GI&TT 3UTT & clifeh SHehT gouilar o g1, fo Golar e o A4 fAwrer qamr
T WY ATAW (2015) H fAuTRa forar am|
e Section 79 of the Act, on the other hand, “merely exempts intermediaries” (such as

service providers, social media platforms, or apps) from liability for third-party
content; it does not empower the government to issue blocking orders.

RT 79 Fael AETEAT (S HaT YT, Hierel HITSAT Colethle, AT UoH) T qella-vaT Fraah &
fore ITEIRIca & BT &l §; T€ TIHR T sallfhar TS AR HTT $iY ATFT AT &l

e However, clause 3(b) of Section 79 says that the exemption will not be valid if the
intermediary fails to expeditiously remove or disable access to material used to
commit an unlawful act when notified by the government.

glelifeh, URT 79 & 39@S 3(b) & HJAR, Afe 1S ALTEY I FAT & fAT 39 r et
arell FTE FI STeg F STeg el AT IHHT TET HeTH F H fAhel Tl g, M IFJ IS g
3% Igi graf|

e The company also questioned a communication issued by the Union Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) on October 31, 2023, authorizing all

Union Ministries, State governments, and State police chiefs to issue blocking
orders under Section 79(3)(b) of the Act.

U o 31 AFEAT 2023 T FAT FAFeATd 3R FaaAr NeR A HAT (MeitY) garT
SIRY HER 9T 31 FaTel 31, e @it el Farerdl, TsT TR 3R U7 gferw vagal
T RT 79(3)(b) & A& SellTehdT TG STRT Fel T TSR T 1|

e Avyear later, the Union Home Ministry created the Sahyog portal, which X Corp has
called a “censorship portal” to facilitate such orders.
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U AT 916, FERT I AATET o FgANT Gea 711, o X Corp o "H6RAT Néa R
e

e The Sahyog portal website says it was developed “to automate the process of
sending notices to intermediaries... ensuring immediate action” and will “help
achieve a clean cyber space”.

HEANT Qe ATHTSE Fgdl & [ 30 "HEITYT F Afew A5 Fr ufshar F Taafod 3.
3R T FRETs gARaa F@ 3R " a1E-Fudt AEea T 9T F & v faefad
e arar

e A senior Union government official disputed X Corp’s description of the Sahyog
portal as a parallel censorship system.

T IR HET TSR HTAFRT 4 X Corp GaRT FEART N I " AR AERAT
YUITel" g STTel W Al STaTs |

e Orders sent under Section 79 “are not blocking orders”, the official said. “These orders
inform social media intermediaries about illegal content, and if they do not remove them,

they share the liability faced by the users... It is not the same as a blocking order
under Section 69A.”

T 79 & dgd A T AT "ScllTohaT TSR =Tal o," TR o Shgl| "d 3Teer Arerer Hfr
HETET A 3y THA F IR A T A &, AR I3 58 7L gera 8, A I STzt
GART el ST el fAFAERY F1ST Xd §... TE URT 69A & a8 IR fFT arvw saifeher
et & A gl gl

e The court will decide the constitutionality of the portal, the official added.

TARRY & FgT, " HeTad 39 N H FIufawar a3 Aoy A

'‘Sahyog' Portal by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
3§ HATIT (MHA) FT 'FgINT Qe

e Objective: To foster collaboration between government agencies and social
media intermediaries, ensuring a secure cyberspace.

3642 THNT TSt 3R Arerer Aifsar ALaEdt & i g &l derar &, orad

QRIETT FrBaEIw GiATRTd T S deh|
Features:
fretyare.

e« Authorized Agency Interaction: Central, state, and union territory authorized
agencies can interact with social media platforms to address unlawful content.

Fftgpa Tt getFera: g, T 3R ahg il weeit &1 srfpa vaifdar sy arah
I geTa & forw |erer HfRAT ewEAT & T1Y STaa HT Gehar &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Pagel 1

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e Phased Implementation:

TUTECY FATIIT:

o First Phase: Focuses on the removal of illegal content.

T TOT: 37 A FY gert W Higd g
o Subsequent Phases: Aims to incorporate functionalities like legal data
requests.

JTATHY =0T FTeaAY ST I ST GIAEn3it ol MA HTel T F&F |

Recent Development: In December 2024, the MHA informed the Delhi High Court about
the portal's development, highlighting its role in creating a safer digital environment.

grfora s fRFaw 2024 # 978 #HA1erg o Rl 35a ATy Y 57 UIEol o [dehd & aR &
i foha, fSrad gty Rfves #eler s 7 gaehr sfAe Tase g3

Importance of the 'Sahyog' Portal:

WA Qe T AT

e Enhanced Collaboration: Facilitates seamless communication between law
enforcement agencies and social media platforms.

EAT WA FTefeT YaeeT TaA Tl 3R Hrerer HfSar coewmt & i wver F9R A1 waH

AT B
o Efficient Content Management: Streamlines the process of identifying and removing
unlawful content.

g ATt geereT: 3rder graAet Fr ugare 3R 38 gerey S UihAr &Y T IATaT

o Legal Compliance: Assists in managing legal data requests, ensuring adherence to
legal protocols.

FTeeAT ITeTITeTT: Fefall STT AT I YT FeT 7 Heg T o IR Fhefeit FEFRI T
el FATad e g
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Amid militarisation concerns, India remains a
stabilising factor in the Arctic: Russian envoy

|GS Paper II: Arctic

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Russia sees India’s interest
in increasing its presence
in the Arctic as a “stabilis-
ing factor”, Russian Am-
bassador to India, Denis
Alipov, said on Thursday.

Speaking at an India-
Russia Arctic conference
on “Uniting North and
South: for Sustainable De-
velopment in the Arctic”
organised by Vivekananda
International Foundation
and The Northern Forum
of Russia, the diplomat ex-
pressed concern over the
growing militarisation of
the Arctic and the tensions
generated by the members
of the NATO military al-
liance.

He cited the enhanced
tempo of their military ac-
tivity in the Arctic and at-
tempts by European NATO
members to impose their
own rules of the game as

inimical to sustaining se-
curity and stability in the
region.

“We view India as a stra-
tegic partner in the joint
development of the Arctic
area and coordinated
scientific, environmental,
and commercial efforts,”
Mr. Alipov said,The rise of
tensions caused by NATO
countries has negatively
impacted the role of the
Arctic Council, whose ac-

s,
Russian Ambassador to India, Denis Alipov, said ‘tensions’ had been
generated by members of the NATO alliance. FILE PHOTO

tivities have been suspend-
ed since 2022,” the Envoy
said.

“In contrast to their hos-
tile approach, we value In-
dia’s  constructive ap-
proach in the Arctic
Council since its accession
as an observer in 2013,” ad-
ded Mr. Alipov. “At various
multilateral fora, Russia
and India stand together to
preserve the Arctic as a ter-
ritory of peace and stabili-

ty and to unlock opportun-
ities for its development as
an engine of growth and
cooperation.”

According to Mr. Alipov,
Russia is in favour of col-
laborating with India on re-
search on climate change,
atmospheric studies, geos-
ciences, glaciology and po-
lar biology. He highlighted
that Indian scientists are
studying the hypothesis
that the Arctic influences
of the dynamics of the
monsoon with a focus on
South Asia.

The Arctic and Antarctic
Research Institute in Saint
Petersburg and the North-
ern (Arctic) Federal Univer-
sity in Arkhangelsk cooper-
ate with the Indian
National Centre for Polar
and Oceanic Research, as
well as the International
Centre for Polar Studies at
the Mahatma Gandhi Un-
iversity and Cochin Univer-
sity of Science and Tech-

nology. In 2024, the two
countries signed a memo-
randum of cooperation in
the field of scientific re-
search in the Arctic.

Both countries have ex-
pressed mutual interest in
exploring projects for the
extraction of Arctic miner-
al riches, including energy
resources and rare earth
elements. Mr. Alipov noted
that currently under con-
sideration are opportuni-
ties for Indian companies
to join projects promoted
by NOVATEK and Gazprom
Neft, two major Russian
fossil fuel exploitation
firms, in the Dolginskoye
oil field and ventures in the
Vostok oil cluster by part-
nering with Rosneft. There
are also promising oppor-
tunities for Indian compa-
nies in the development of
Yamal liquefied natural gas
(LNG) and Arctic LNG-2
projects, added the
diplomat.

Amid militarisation concerns, India remains a stabilising
factor in the Arctic: Russian envoy

H==fivor Y Ram3it & A=, 3rhfed A FRUTar a1 It SRS T
R THT IsTgel

Russia sees India’s interest in increasing its presence in the Arctic as

a “stabilising factor”, said Russian Ambassador to India, Denis
Alipov, on Thursday.

T of 3Thiesh & AR Y ged! I Y “TRUIAT a1 a1 FREB” TAT, T
Troigd 31w 3reliala o I%aR F1 Fell

e Speaking at an India-Russia Arctic conference on “Uniting North and South: for
Sustainable Development in the Arctic”, Mr. Alipov expressed concern over the
growing militarisation of the Arctic and tensions created by NATO military alliance

members.
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“FaX 31 ETRT Y TFele F: IHRF F Tad FEw” vy | Imifod swa-ww
3T FFAEa 7, A 3l o ardfes & Aefaor 3R aret A7 Troaue & et

GANT 3cTesT delld TR I ek |

o He cited the enhanced military activity in the Arctic by European NATO members as
a threat to security and stability in the region.

3ogiel U ATEY WEFAT g@rT ATHTew H adr =7 arfafaftrt 1 & hir gam ik Ruwan
& forT gaw S|

o “We view India as a strategic partner in the joint development of the Arctic area,”
Mr. Alipov said.

“E§H FTHFEH 8 & T RAHT # R B 0 WIS TleR F w7 A dwa €, A
B rieich Tl

o He criticised NATO countries for disrupting the Arctic Council’s role, which has been
suspended since 2022 due to rising tensions.

Segiel ATer G2 Y JTelrer=tr 7 foh F Irhfew aRwe f s Fra@a =@ e, S s
2022 @ fAEfa g

¢ “In contrast to NATO’s approach, we value India’s constructive approach in the
Arctic Council since its accession as an observer in 2013,” he added.

“3TTeY & TiehIoT & AT, g 3mhfew ol & IR & WWeTcA® eI ) Agea &
§, ST 2013 & wdder & w9 F anfAre gam °1,” 3eei T

e Russia supports collaboration with India on climate change research, atmospheric
studies, geosciences, glaciology, and polar biology.

T HRA & 6 Ay IRad FJHT, IGASAT 3reaa=, s{faame, RaadY e sk
g Shta faster o) Fger o THS AT &

e Indian scientists are studying the impact of Arctic conditions on South Asian
monsoon dynamics.

HRAT defaes s few aRTPafaat 1 gfaror vfrans wrergsT i arferefierar o wsma 1
3ETTT FI IR B

e Arctic and Antarctic Research Institute (Saint Petersburg) and Northern (Arctic)
Federal University (Arkhangelsk) cooperate with Indian National Centre for Polar

and Oceanic Research and Mahatma Gandhi University’s International Centre for
Polar Studies.

I AR e Ireqae g (We dieded) 3R Alée (IrFReF) Fsver gfaafid
(e NeTH) HRART TSR Yl 3R FETAERRT Ireqaeer F 3R FgreAT aneft
Rreafeaer & 3aRTvErT (ErT seaa &g & |y AT A &

e In 2024, India and Russia signed a memorandum of cooperation in scientific
research in the Arctic.

2024 #, R AR TF 7 ITHReTF # Ao ITaeTeT & & 7 WgANr FHsAla W gEamnn
fru

Pa la

a
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e Both countries are exploring projects for the extraction of Arctic mineral resources,
including energy resources and rare earth elements.

eIt 2T AThfew H Wiasr FuT=t & glget & v aR@Ystasit 1 gar o9 ) &, 5aa Far
HaTereT A geter gt ae A &

e Indian companies are being considered for projects by NOVATEK and Gazprom Neft
in the Dolginskoye oil field and Vostok oil cluster, in partnership with Rosneft.

R H9fET I NOVATEK 31X Gazprom Neft aRT Dolginskoye de &1 31X Vostok

e FAEE T IRANSTATIT H Rosneft & T WIBGRY & dgd A et WX faaR fohar s
w®IE

e Promising opportunities exist for Indian firms in the Yamal liquefied natural gas
(LNG) and Arctic LNG-2 projects, the diplomat added.

ARt Fafearat & fAw Yamal a¥eliga spfas i (LNG) 3iX Arctic LNG-2 aRsremnait
# arefierY & aTa® IaE &, AT A o Fgl|

Arctic Council 3rhfes 9w
Overview fAgaa®T

e The Arctic Council serves as the primary intergovernmental forum promoting
cooperation, coordination, and interaction among Arctic States, Indigenous
communities, and other inhabitants on common Arctic issues, focusing on sustainable
development and environmental protection.

o ITHRF TRwE arhfee Tl Facl el IR 3w fAafdat & dra agdr, wAeay
3R STereiie I SoTaT ot aTell JHE IeR-EXHRT H &, S Tl faehr AR aiaror
TETOT W higd &l

Establishment TIT=AT

o Established by the Ottawa Declaration on September 19, 1996, the Arctic Council
comprises eight Arctic States: Canada, the Kingdom of Denmark (including Greenland
and the Faroe Islands), Finland, Iceland, Norway, the Russian Federation, Sweden,
and the United States.
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o 19 R 1996 T HeTaT MNYOIT GIRT TATAC, 3Mhiesw aRug 7 1S AThies T
AT &: el18T, SoTHTh T T (Faa MeTels 3R WY 3msclsa fae &), fhdels,
3MgHAs, A, T T, FIseT 3R GFoFdd T AR

Structure TIT=AT

e Permanent Participants: Six organizations representing Arctic Indigenous peoples
have been granted Permanent Participant status, ensuring their active involvement in
decision-making.

o TR yfAsmefl; 3menfes Tace e o1 gfafafeca e arol ©F HaTes! ot TATRN
wfcremett &t gait o= aram &, fowd fAvT o 7 3o7ht afohar smeferdy gfafed gidh 2

o Observers: Non-Arctic states, intergovernmental, and non-governmental
organizations can obtain observer status, allowing them to contribute to the Council's
work at the working group level.

o AdETH: IR-3THEH Ty, HAR-TRHRT IR IR-TRPRT T T8I HI Gl 9o
THd &, a8 3 F T TR W INVG & &1 7 976 & Tl &

Working Groups FTd ¥Hg

e The Council's work is primarily carried out through six working groups:
o Arctic Contaminants Action Program (ACAP): Addresses pollution
prevention and remediation.

o IHTHF YqWH F AISTAT (ACAP): TGTUT T UhdTH 3R FUR WX &A1 hioed
A B

o Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (AMAP): Monitors and
assesses environmental and climate issues.

o 3THfeE fareh i FeAiwer FTEFH (AMAP): 9TeRoT 3R STerary Hegl &
feRTeT 3R FearaeT HaT &

o Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF): Focuses on biodiversity
conservation.

o IThTeE gaeafa 3 ST WIRTOT (CAFF): Sia fafaerar avetor W HRa &

o Emergency Prevention, Preparedness, and Response (EPPR): Deals with
environmental emergencies.

o  JTUTATeNeT UhYTH, AR, 3T gfafdkar (EPPR): qaTaroir 3mara feufaat &
fAoear g

o Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment (PAME): Addresses marine
policy and pollution prevention.
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- HTHTEE WAL TATETOT FIETOT (PAME): HHEY N 3R yqwor deherer &
Tefad &l
o Sustainable Development Working Group (SDWG): Focuses on improving
the living conditions of Arctic residents.

«  Had fasma F1 GHg (SDWG): e foariadt i shast feafaat 7
FUR T e ¢

Achievements 39T

e The Arctic Council has facilitated three legally binding agreements among Arctic
States:

o 2011: Agreement on Cooperation on Aeronautical and Maritime Search and
Rescue in the Arctic.

o 2013: Agreement on Arctic Marine Qil Pollution Preparedness and Response.

= 2011: 3Thfeeh # TAATTeshel 3R FHET Wl R F2TT TR FEINIT HHS AT
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Sweden pension
fund may exclude
BEL over ‘arms sale’

GS Paper lI: India-
Sweden

NEW DELHI

The Ethics Council of Swe-
den’s AP Pension Fund has
recommended that Bharat
Electronics Limited (BEL),
a leading public sector ae-
rospace and defence com-
pany, should be ‘excluded’
as it has sold weapons sys-
tems to the Myanmar junta
that will help it oppress
protesters in the conflict-
torn country.

In its annual report for
2024, the Pension Fund’s
Ethics Council pointed out
that the Myanmar military
purchased “radar systems,
air defence stations, radio
systems, and equipment
for military ships” both be-
fore and after the military
coup in February 2021.

“The company’s arms
exports to the Myanmar
military are believed to
contribute to the latter’s
ability to commit violence
against the country’s civi-
lian population, in viola-
tion of international hu-
manitarian law. Despite
repeated attempts to con-
tact the company, it has
not been willing to engage
in a dialogue with the Eth-
ics Council,” the Ethics
Council said in the annual
report.

Justice for Myanmar, an
international  advocacy
group that champions de-
mocracy in Myanmar, has
welcomed the move by the

Ethics council flags
‘transfer of weapons
to Myanmar junta’
by Bharat Electronics
Limited

AP Pension Fund saying,
“AP2’s July 2024 foreign
equities disclosure showed
that the fund held over 359
million Swedish kroner
(US$33.8 million) in BEL,
and has since divested.”

UN guidelines

Justice for Myanmar furth-
er said that the public sec-
tor undertaking from India
was aware that the wea-
pons system that it sold to
the Myanmar military jun-
ta would be used against
unarmed civilians and re-
minded that under the in-
ternational norms, BEL
was expected to adhere to
the UN Guiding Principles
on Business and Human
Rights.

“Justice For Myanmar
also notes that BEL is ex-
pected to respect the stan-
dards of international hu-
manitarian law  when
dealing with conflict-affect-
ed countries like Myanmar
and that, where the com-
pany fails to do so, both in-
dividual personnel and the
company itself expose
themselves to the risk of
criminal and civil liability,”
Justice for Myanmar said in
a statement.
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Sweden pension fund may exclude
BEL over ‘arms sale’

Fdi= U2l s BEL &1 'gf AR fashr &
HIOT 98T Y HhdT &

The Ethics Council of Sweden’s AP
Pension Fund has recommended that
Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) be
excluded as it has sold weapons
systems to the Myanmar junta, which
could be used to oppress protesters in
the conflict-torn country.

e & vdt 9T B3 Y IR wiedr aRwe
o REIRer it § fF R STy fAfAes
(BEL) &Y 918X T ST, F41fh 58 FAHAR
6 o P AR gonforar o=t &, 3 faer
yeelel &Y g1 & forw 3uer i 31 gt E

o In its annual report for 2024, the Ethics Council
stated that the Myanmar military purchased radar
systems, air defence stations, radio systems, and
equipment for military ships both before and after
the February 2021 military coup.

2024 Y Fiffs RN #, 3maR wfgar aiweg 5 samr &
FATAR Y [T =1 TBR FAFCH, a1y &1 weere, WA

Rred skt A= sgr= F fore sgtor @, S wad
2021 & d+7 T&ATIAE ¥ Tgo 3 a1 H TS 70 |

e The report stated that arms exports to Myanmar’s
military contributed to its ability to commit violence
against civilians, violating international humanitarian
law.

Rave 37 gt a1 o F=aiAR Y a1 #1 e v g ER
ot & 39 arriet o & F3a i a7Aar &, S
HAWSET ATAAIAFR FIo[aAl HT Seeraed o
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o Despite repeated attempts to contact BEL, the Ethics Council stated that the
company refused to engage in a dialogue.

BEL ¥ HYH F{a & aN-aR T 710 w16} & a1asg, HraR e o o Far i doeir
Harg # iR gt ¥ 5AFR FT W B

e Justice for Myanmar, an international advocacy group, welcomed the move by the
AP Pension Fund, stating that in July 2024, the fund held 359 million Swedish kroner
(US$33.8 million) in BEL but later divested.

AT PR FATHAR, Teh HARTET HAFR T, =1 T AT 63 & 58 FHeH T LRI R
3R I o S[eIT$ 2024 #, %3 & 9 BEL # 359 fAfarrer w&fifSer e (US$33.8
Afae) &, Afere a1e & 38 ger e

e Justice for Myanmar reminded that BEL was aware that its weapons systems would

be used against unarmed civilians and urged it to follow the UN Guiding Principles
on Business and Human Rights.

SeH B FATAR o I/ fF BEL &Y Ig 9T AT fF 38% gRAR yonferar Agc anrist
¥ TS sEAATe Y AT, 3R S8 FIFA T & ST AR AAAFRI G ARGHF
fargeral &7 aTereT et &l FgTl

e The group further stated that BEL must respect international humanitarian law when
dealing with conflict-affected countries like Myanmar.

THg o 31797 gl faF BEL &1 #FIAR o8 go¥ wenfaa 2 & |19 AR 3 9607
HAWTSENT ATATATATE FIeaAT HT HFATT HYAT ATRT|

e Failure to do so could expose BEL and its personnel to criminal and civil liability,
according to Justice for Myanmar.

T BR FAAR & AR, VT o el W BEL AR 30 FAAT &1 amquits ik darh
eTfAcal T HTHAT HIAT 95 Hehell
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Panel flags ‘shoddy implementation’
of Centre’s flagship tourism scheme

GS Paper ll:

The
NEW DELHI

Members of the Public Ac-
counts Committee (PAC),
headed by senior Congress
leader K.C. Venugopal,
slammed the Union Tou-
rism Ministry for shoddy
implementation of its flag-
ship scheme Swadesh Dar-
shan, launched in 2014-15.

Under the scheme, dur-
ing the period of 2014-15 to
2018-19, a total of 76 pro-
jects were sanctioned un-
der identified thematic cir-
cuits in 31 States and Union
Territories for %5,292.57
crore, with the aim of de-
veloping theme-based tou-
rist routes.

Serious lapses

The panel was reviewing a
report of the Comptroller
and Auditor General on the
scheme. The audit report
had highlighted serious

(Government Scheme

K.C. Venugopal

lapses in the formulation
and execution of the
scheme. It had pointed out
the government had not
carried out feasibility stu-
dies before launching the
scheme; the government
had exceeded the sanc-
tioned amount due to poor
planning; approvals were
given without Detailed Pro-
ject Reports (DPRs); and
there had been no formal
mechanism for evaluation
and approval. The audit re-

port also criticised the go-
vernment for its failure to
complete projects within
the stipulated time frame.
At the meeting, accord-
ing to sources, the Tourism
Ministry claimed that 75 of
the 76 sanctioned projects
were completed. The
meeting was attended by V.
Vidyavathi, Secretary, Tou-
rism Ministry; Suman Billa,
Additional Secretary; and
Yadubir Singh Rawat, Di-
rector-General, Archaeo-
logical Survey of India.

Incomplete projects
The committee members
strongly refuted this claim
and noted that many pro-
jects remained incomplete
or were non-functional, in-
cluding the Kanwaria route
in Bihar, tribal circuit in Te-
langana, and Sree Naraya-
na Guru Ashram in Kerala.
The committee, it is
learnt through reliable

sources, expressed serious +

dissatisfaction with the Mi-
nistry’s responses. “The
Ministry was making des-
perate attempts to mislead
the committee to cover up
the deficiencies rather
than addressing them. We
have taken a serious note
of this,” one of the mem-
bers said.

Field inspection
The committee directed
the Ministry to conduct a
field inspection of all pro-
jects and submit a compre-
hensive reply within three
weeks, covering the details
on the actual status of the
projects, current mainte-
nance and operational sta-
tus, and status of coordina-
tion and implementation.
It also asked the Minis-
try to provide details on
employment generation
impact of the scheme and
the tourist footfall.

Panel flags ‘shoddy implementation’ of Centre’s flagship
tourism scheme

YTl & g T TAW T Aol F "G FAeadeT HT FAPR

R

The Public Accounts Committee (PAC), headed by Congress leader
K.C. Venugopal, criticised the Union Tourism Ministry for poor

implementation of its flagship scheme Swadesh Darshan, launched in

2014-15.

dY A@T AR (PAC), e srewraTar H13 Aar &.4Y. Jupaarer #3 @ &,
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Y, fSI¥ 2014-15 3 & fam aram 4|

From 2014-15 to 2018-19, a total of 76 projects were sanctioned under thematic
circuits in 31 States and Union Territories, with a total budget of ¥5,292.57 crore to
develop theme-based tourist routes.

2014-15 @ 2018-19 TTh, el 76 TR T 31 Tt 3 g anfa weelt & 25,292.57
3 & Foic & A1y dA-3menia iest At & faer & fore 7l & o

The committee reviewed a Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) report, which
highlighted serious lapses in the formulation and execution of the scheme.

afafa & fAgas ik #wgreraT 9t (CAG) i RuYE $r walam Y, 5T Qe & fArfor

IR FrEaTTaga & R @1fAat S 39eR R o)

Key findings of the audit report:
o No feasibility studies were conducted before launching the scheme.

ST YE F A IE FIg qagrAan read (pfafafad wed) -t frar
AT
o Sanctioned amount was exceeded due to poor planning.
B AT & HROT HY WA F 318 &= |
o Approvals were given without Detailed Project Reports (DPRs).
- farqa aREse RAYE (DPR) & R sreptest e arw)
o No formal mechanism for evaluation and approval was in place.
- AR 3R etee & o FE sttaaRe @ adt am
o Projects were not completed within the stipulated timeframe.
- aRisres w iR aer d@er & sftaw g w1t R arm)

The Tourism Ministry claimed that 75 out of 76 sanctioned projects were
completed, during a meeting attended by Tourism Secretary V. Vidyavathi,
Additional Secretary Suman Billa, and ASI Director-General Yadubir Singh Rawat.

YA FHATET o 35 # a1l fohar fos 76 F @ 75 Tl aRANSTT g g Tt 81 50 doh
# gdee afaa . Regamad, sfafea afte gaer e ik towsns & sefadas agdin
&g T 3ufeurd 3|

The committee refuted this claim, stating that several projects were incomplete or
non-functional, including:

mﬁwmﬁmwm,wm@%ﬁmﬁaﬁmﬁmﬂvm%
Se# anfAer &
o Kanwariaroute in Bihar
-  fQER & Fiaf3ar At
o Tribal circuit in Telangana

= QAT H AT Fihe
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o Sree Narayana Guru Ashram in Kerala
- T H A ARTIOT I HTHA
The committee expressed serious dissatisfaction with the Ministry’s responses,
stating that the Ministry was trying to mislead rather than address the issues.

wfAfa F Farerd 1 afafFansit o TR FHAT cHera R, J€ Fed g foh FAe
HATATIHT Y & FYA & TN IFE FIA T TITH FT T 8|

The committee directed the Ministry to conduct a field inspection of all projects and
submit a comprehensive reply within three weeks, detailing:

afAfa o #FaTer Y e R 6 ag @i aRasesit w1 e Fdemor &3 3R ds aeaw
& 8fia vk RaTqa ROIE weqd Y, e enfaer ar.
o Actual status of projects
«  gRISATHT Y aeafas Ryl
o Current maintenance and operational status
«  FdA [@@E AR FaTes S Rufa
o Coordination and implementation status
« R AR FETFaTT H Fufa

The Ministry was also asked to provide details on employment generation impact and
tourist footfall under the scheme.

FATer ol Fg o1 Tider 1 9rr T a8 56 AStar & dge USR] Folel T T 3R e
Y EAT T THaT0T FEl |

Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of India
R & e o Er gfAfa (PAC)

The Public Accounts Committee (PAC) is a crucial
parliamentary committee responsible for ensuring transparency
and accountability in government expenditure.

e aET AT (PAC) T Agcaqul gad afafa § 3 Teny =g
# qrgfiar AR srarERd iAfRad H & fov e B

Established in 1921, it functions as a key financial oversight body
within the legislative framework.

1921 # ¥R, Ig faurdt o< & T veh AgcayoT fadr fermeit
T & T7 H 1T HIAT g

Composition of the PAC
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PAC &Y 3«1

Total Members: The PAC consists of 22 members—15 from the
Lok Sabha and 7 from the Rajya Sabha.

Fel . ollsh AW AIATT A Hef 22 e gl §—15 Nhwsm @

3R 7 ISTHHT A

Election Process: Members are elected annually by their
respective Houses through proportional representation by
means of a single transferable vote, ensuring fair political
representation.

AT THAT: HEGEAT &I FATd SeoTeh! Heiftld Hewil GaRT Tehel
EEATCRO AT Yool & ATETA F 3Tequiias Ffafafea & MR
wfcay fhar Sirar &, forad fsget Teriiiaen gfafaitea gt giar
gl

Eligibility: Ministers are not eligible for membership to maintain
the committee’s independence.

qrear; #7357 AR & GeET 99 F g 781 81, drfeh giAfa
AT ST R |
Chairperson: The Speaker of the Lok Sabha appoints the

Chairperson, traditionally from the opposition party since 1967,
ensuring impartial scrutiny.

ITERT: AIFHHT IHEIET SANT Irewet fagara forar Srar @, S R
& ¥ 1967 & faqaft gor @ Foum Sren B, v feveget St giafRad

g gl

Functions and Responsibilities

¥ 3 fFAgREr

The PAC primarily examines government expenditures to ensure
they align with the intent of Parliament.
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ik G HAT FTT T § TIHRT 547 T ST FIA & dTih T
iATREd o 5 Heh foh o WHE $Y 7AT & 3678 ¢ |

1. Examination of Government Accounts

1. GIHRY @l Y T

« Scrutinizing Appropriation Accounts to verify whether funds have
been utilized as sanctioned by Parliament.

IeTqX @l T ST AT ik Tg GiATd foham ST b o ey
T 3TN HHE GIRT TP 360 & TR §IHT &l

. Reviewing Finance Accounts to ensure transparency in
government receipts and disbursements.

i ar@Y 1 geeT T arfes THRRY TSET 3T T F gRefar
el TG

2. Audit Reports

2. or@T e R

. Examining reports from the Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG), which highlight financial irregularities and inefficiencies.

forgae vg Agrerar wdiatd (CAG) $r RaYet i s e, s fadhr
fAAfATarst 3R a3 S 3SPR T &

3. Public Sector Oversight
3. gIastfas & $r Rt

. Reviewing the accounts of public corporations and
autonomous bodies audited by the CAG.

Aorfaa ardafae e 3tk e [ErY & @rar dr gEeT

AT, ToTeTehl CAG g@RT 3iif3e frar Srar g

. Evaluating excess expenditures, ensuring all additional allocations
are justified.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page24

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

o
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

AR a7 T FHNGTT el 3R Tg A TRed = foh Fafr
faRed srgea sRT E|
4. Accountability Mechanism

4. STareeeY aF

. Investigating cases of financial mismanagement and
recommending corrective measures.

faehar yayer & Al S ST T IR GURTCHAS 39T G|
. Ensuring that public funds are used efficiently for their intended
purpose.

g GlATREd e o Widetias e 1 3o fauiRa segeat &
T gaTdT T & 39T foRar ST

Limitations of the PAC
e d@T gfafa (PAC) Fr diame

. Cannot Review Policy Decisions: The PAC does not question
government policies but only examines the way funds are spent.

sifaera fAoraY Hr gHle g FT THa); de d@T FAfa T
Afaal 9T g2 €T 37T, afcd Fad Ig S ¢ fF aaaRr Fr
39T Hy fHaT |

. Post-Facto Examination: Reviews are conducted after
expenditures have been made, limiting its ability to prevent
irregularities in advance.

qedTd GHIET: THIET I 6T S & 91 &) AT &, o9d I8 aga
T srfaafAaant # Qe & 3raad war gl

« Non-Binding Recommendations: The PAC's recommendations
are advisory in nature and depend on executive action for
implementation.

Ffaard 7 g1 arelt RAwIReT: de ST wfafa fr et
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rATcAS gl § 3R s fFaeaae & v sRafoesT i FRarE
9T s Fch &

. No Direct Executive Power: It lacks enforcement authority and
functions as a monitoring body rather than a decision-making
entity.

RS YeTeT FRSRY AfFd 8T 30 TadsT JFR 781 gar 3 I8
IRl AT & T 7 F1F FIAT 7, 7 B Aoty A= arel avur & &9
I

Significance of the PAC
e o@T gfAfa (PAC) &1 Agea

. Ensures Financial Discipline: By examining government
spending, the PAC prevents misuse of public funds.

faiar areperraer giafRera #Tc §: TRl oa7 1 ST 1, Al T
afafa ardrfae oo & goaaT F Al 2

. Strengthens Parliamentary Control: It upholds democratic
accountability by reviewing executive financial decisions.

HHEKT AT Y AT FIcll 8 I FrAqTTaHT & ey faoray iy
HHNET T AFdiTAs T F GARTT FI B

« Enhances Transparency: By auditing expenditure, it reinforces
the credibility of the budgetary process.

URGTRIAT 9Tdl §: ST T HTT3T I, Tg Toic UihaAT Y
Rreguaiiadr #1 Asiga w1 B

Swadesh Darshan Scheme

TICA el AroTell

Page2 6

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Obijectives

3662

Launched in 2014-15, the Swadesh Darshan Scheme is a flagship initiative by
the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India, aimed at developing theme-
based tourist circuits to harness the vast potential of tourism in India.

2014-15 F & HT 7S, TG el Tfell XA THR & Gheed HATT
d Th GHE YgoT &, [T 3¢ fawg-3mma wdesh Ffthe fashfad
Fh ART A e T AT THIGATIT HT Glged el gl

The scheme seeks to promote, develop, and harness the potential of tourism in
India by developing theme-based tourist circuits.

$H AISTeAT FT 3663 I &l F61aT ST, [Ahfad e 3R 393t
AT 8, ST fawg-3mania wdes afde Aefld st & Aregqm & o
S|

Economic Growth and Employment: Position tourism as a major engine for
economic growth and job creation.

3T geftr 3N Vst wdiest &t 3nfdies gefer iR YR gorad &
YW Foiol & & H T LT

Integrated Development: Develop tourist circuits in a planned and prioritized
manner, promoting cultural and heritage value to generate livelihoods.

AT A Aisterraey 3R FrafAsdr & AR W) 9 afdhe
fenf@d #tar, e aEhias 3N faad Jea i Femar gal AR

F 37T 3o [T ST Tohl

Sustainable Infrastructure: Enhance tourist attractiveness by developing world-
class infrastructure in the circuit destinations.

Tdd TTETTAT; G HTHYUT Feld & T fag-TadT 3798 &1
ICEOR T O

Community Participation: Follow a community-based development approach,
creating awareness among local communities about tourism’s benefits, leading
to improved living standards and overall area development.

TR ATl AHe -3 fawra ffeanior e, fored
TAHAIT AT H el & sl & aR H Sereehel hells ST Hep,
o a@ SlaeT &) & gur 3R &7 &1 7T GHe 8|
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Definition of Tourist Circuit

e Gfche &1 gfismr

Key Features

A Tourist Circuit is defined as a route having at least three major tourist
destinations, which are distinct and apart.

udcsh dlche HIHA T HH el YT Thc TYell I SiIgel alel AT
& & FH gRAa far arar g, 3 3reer 3R fafdse gy

These circuits should have well-defined entry and exit points, ensuring that
tourists get motivated to visit most of the places identified in the circuit.

g dfdhel FFuse w7 @ aRARa yaer 3R P [gger =,
arfes gdeat @1 wfdhe & 3ifRHer TU@ & gRT &t & faw aRkda
frar o ||

A circuit could be confined to a state or could be a regional circuit covering
more than one state/union territory.

U fiche [l T T do HIfAd & bl & T TH § ¥
TAT/heMfAT Ut o &Hal F¥er arell & Tfhe g ohdT &l

These circuits may have one dominant theme and other sub-themes.

goT el T veh vHE favg 3R o 3u-AvT g Thd |

AEY faRIvan

Central Funding: The scheme is 100% centrally funded, ensuring uniform
development across various states and regions.

HArT fIAIOT. g AT 100% g gy Faaiivd g, oad fafdie
Tt 3N & A HA e AR fhar S g
Thematic Circuits: Development of circuits based on specific themes such as

Eco-tourism, Wildlife, Buddhist, Desert, Spiritual, Ramayana, Krishna,
Coastal, Northeast, Rural, Himalayan, Tribal, and Heritage.

Aygera gffe: AT fAwal & 3maR W afdel &1 A, S 9aaror
qdc, qeala, Siey, ATEY, 3MeATicHe, THTITT, F0T, T8, YafR,
AT, RATRN, Saaa, 31T fauadl|

Convergence with Other Schemes: Synergizes with other Government of India
schemes like Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Skill India, and Make in India, to
position the tourism sector as a major engine for job creation and economic
growth.
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3T ASAIT & AT GHeaT: TaTE JRA FTRTT, Bher sf3ar 3k
A% 3 37 SR IRA TR I 31T A3 & T FH=aY, foaa
Tdee & H AR Folod 3R 31 gefr s woe goiet & &9 &
Tfua e S Il

Implementation Strategy

FATaTT WA

o Expert Engagement: Experts/consultants may be engaged by executing
agencies for detailed planning and designing/preparing Detailed Project Reports
(DPR) of the works/projects under the scheme.

oA T HRENERT: fsuTee TSt gary [aAvA/AelgsRi &l At
& Ted fa¥qa drete AR Barss/faegd aRAe=T RUE (DPR) GaR
A & fow enfder fRar ST gehar g

« Monitoring: The implementing/executing agency shall be responsible for timely
implementation of the project/work with quality assurance of assets created.

TAIRIET: SFTATeaded/fasaesT Toid IRASTATVHRT & FAT W HATedTeT
IR TS a1 qREufr S qoraar AT wa & v sawery
g

o Transparency: The implementing agency shall follow all codal formalities
while awarding contracts for works/material/equipment procurement, ensuring
complete transparency in its transactions.

ARG T fsarest ToiH I HRI/AHA/ZIR0T WS F IS &
AT @l wigar sfaenReransii & drefet &= g1, fored qut arefRiar
giAfed & Tl

Funding Pattern
o= divor deet

e The scheme is 100% centrally funded, with efforts made to achieve
convergence with other central and state government schemes.

Tg TISTeTT 100% hg TXHR gl aaqifida g, 3R 38 37 ahg 3R
TsT TSR HT JST3IT & T GHGI & oI &l 939 fhar Srar
gl
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o Additionally, it aims to leverage voluntary funding available for Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives of Central Public Sector Undertakings
(CPSUs) and the corporate sector.

sg% 31faRed, I8 FEIT Tdeiias & & 3UshAl (CPSUs) 3R FraRe
&9 I HIARC ATATTSIH AGIAcd (CSR) Tgall & foIv 39ersy Tdfeos
TTIIUT &7 39T T T 8T I@aT gl

e Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) are encouraged to improve the sustainability
of projects. In certain cases, a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) may be created to
oversee the project's implementation.

HrSieieh-ToTsil ey (PPP) T IRIATSIAI3 d FRRAT# urR oot
& foT dicarigd fhar S 81 $o Al &, IRASTET & hraieade
T AIRTEA & T TAAY gAISed argel (SPV) ST ST Hehel g

Sree Narayana Guru Dharma Paripalana (SNDP) Movement

e The SNDP movement was initiated by Sree Narayana Guru Swamy (1856-
1928) to challenge the caste hierarchy and promote social equality among the
Ezhavas of Kerala.

el & TUSS T USTar HAGH & I ST HEATAAT T Failell ot 3N
AR TATAT HT Feldl S & foIv A ARMGOT I FarHT (1856-1928) SaRT
THUAST JMTelelel T YR3TA HT a5 AT

e The Ezhavas were traditionally engaged in toddy-tapping and were considered
untouchables. They faced severe discrimination, including denial of education
and temple entry.

TSI FHETT YRARE § & aTsl Fehleld &1 i Har a1 AR 3¢ 319
HATAT SITAT ATl 3¢ e 3R AT gaer & afka fhar w=ar

e The Ezhavas constituted 26% of Kerala's population, making them the largest
caste group in the state.
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TSHTAT HHETT hiel T STAEEAT HT 26% T, St AoT &I FEE o357 SN TG
ar|

Aruvippuram Movement (1888)

o In 1888, Sree Narayana Guru consecrated a Sivalinga at Aruvippuram on
Shivaratri, taking a stone from the Neyyar River.

1888 7 A ANIUT I[% & IRfITRHA H RaUfF & ot ATgR 7 & T e
CERSRCICCEIRSICC T

e This act was a revolutionary step to demonstrate that idol consecration was not
the monopoly of upper castes.

IE HeH I8 foue & v ve Hifdwy s ar & Hfd Tuder saer S
Sfaat &1 Ay ifsr a87 g1

e The movement attracted Kumaran Asan, a renowned poet, who became a
disciple of Sree Narayana Guru.

$H 3Maleld o YAGH Sid HAR 3HA H 3N T, ST AT ARG T[%
& Ry o1 7|

Formation of SNDP Yogam (1903)

e In 1903, the Aruvippuram Sree Narayana Guru Dharma Paripalana Yogam
(SNDP) was registered under the Indian Companies Act.

1903 # 3BfavqRH A ARMVT T& & GRS ITH (THTASIYY) hi AT
AT HATHAIH & T Toiehal foham arm|

e Sree Narayana Guru was made the permanent chairman, and Kumaran Asan
was appointed as the general secretary.

AT AR T[6 B T T 3N FHAR 3T B AgrAIa forgera foar
araT|

Role of Dr. Palpu
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e Dr. Palpu, an Ezhava doctor, played a crucial role in the formation of the
SNDP. He led the Ezhava Memorial (1896) and Malayali Memorial (1891),
demanding social and educational rights for Ezhavas.

ST, UTelq, SiT Ueh USHal Siehed &, o THUSI & a6 H HAgeaqul ${fAehr
S| 3eis vetar AARTS (1896) 3R HerTel AAMRTS (1891) & Adea
fepa|

Area of Reform of Sree Narayana Guru

e Sree Narayana Guru held the belief that all religions are the same and
advocated for equality and social harmony.

o AN AR TE A A 6@ e FqA § AR g Higrg & fow
g T

o He condemned animal sacrifice and spoke against divisiveness based on caste,
race, or creed.

3egiel 9] dfer T folar ahr 3R ST, 51 I & & TR W fasretel & fagrer
el

e On the wall of the Aruvippuram Temple, he inscribed the words: “Devoid of
dividing walls of caste or race, or hatred of rival faith, we all live here in
brotherhood.”

3BTAqRH Hfe T AR W Iegiad T Aeg 3ifohed AT "SI AT 71T & fAsHTSteT
& SaRT & =T, Yidegedr adl & gum fhv f9er, g7 81 deaR # ®d ol"

e He urged the Ezhava community to leave the toddy-tapping profession and
abstain from liquor consumption.

3egiel TSTaT FHCA & 31978 fohar fo 3 Sy fAehrelel &l eaad ol ¢ 3R W &
eI T]
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The challenge of policing digital giants

[GS Paper Il: Governance |

n November 18, 2024, the Competition

Commission of India (CCI) issued a

landmark order imposing a fine of

¥213.14 crore and forcing several
behavioural remedies on Meta. This included a
five year ban on sharing user data collected on
WhatsApp with other Meta companies such as
Facebook and Instagram, for advertising
purposes. In turn, Meta approached the National
Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) in an
appeal against CCI's order. The NCLAT, on
January 23, 2025, granted a stay on the five-year
ban from sharing user data and the penalty,
subject to Meta depositing 50% of the total
penalty.

The CCI's order found that the privacy policy
update introduced by Meta’s subsidiary,
WhatsApp, in 2021 was an abuse of dominant
position in the “Over-The-Top (OTT) messaging
services for smartphones” and “Online Display
advertising” markets in India. This update
required users to mandatorily consent to
expanded data-sharing, allowing Meta to provide
access to such data to all of its other platforms;
forcing users to accept a data-sharing agreement
on a “take-it-or-leave-it” basis, combined with the
competitive advantage this data provides in
online digital display advertising, constitutes an
abuse of dominant position. The updated policy
was viewed as a strategy to strengthen the market
power of WhatsApp, potentially harming
competition and hindering other messaging
platforms from competing on equal terms.

The era of data

In the 21st century, the economy has become
digital and data is the new oil, but unlike oil, the
utility of data is virtually limitless. It can be
collected, analysed, and reused indefinitely. In
digital markets, data plays a foundational role in
creating and sustaining dominance due to its
unique characteristics and the competitive
advantages it provides. Data is both the source
and the enabler of dominance in digital markets.
Platforms such as Meta leverage vast data pools
collected from billions of users to refine
algorithms, offer hyper-targeted advertising, and
create personalised experiences, thereby locking
consumers into their ecosystems. This
dominance is further amplified by data-driven
network effects, where more users generate more
data, enhancing the platform’s value and
deterring competitors.

Meta is not the only tech giant to face scrutiny
from the CCI. In 2022, Google was fined 1,337.76
crore for abusing its dominant position across
several markets, including licensable operating
systems for smart mobile devices, app stores for
Android devices, non-0S-specific mobile web
browsers, online video hosting platforms, and
general web search services in India. Google was
found to have abused its dominant position by

The challenge of
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mandating the pre-installation of its apps on
Android devices. This penalty was later upheld
by NCLAT in 2023.

Global actions

The challenges posed by Meta’s market
dominance are not confined to India and have
been a global regulatory concern. The Majority
Staff Report on ‘Competition in Digital Markets’
(by the U.S. Subcommittee on Antitrust,
Commercial and Administrative Law of the
Comimittee on the Judiciary) highlighted the
urgent need to reform antitrust laws to address
the unprecedented market power of tech giants.
Meta faces antitrust litigation in the U.S. over its
acquisitions of Instagram and WhatsApp, accused
of creating barriers to entry for competitors,
while Google has been sued for monopolistic
practices. [n 2024, the US District Court for the
District of Columbia found Google in violation of
the Sherman Act due to exclusive agreements in
search and advertising markets.

Australia has also taken steps to address the
dominance of digital platforms. In Europe, the
Facebook-Germany case stands out, where the
Bundeskartellamt (Federal Cartel Office) found
Meta had abused its dominant position by
combining user data from various sources
without explicit consent, violating both European
Union (EU) competition law and the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR). This decision
accentuates how data misuse can erode
consumer privacy and hinder competition by
creating entry barriers.

In addition, Meta is under scrutiny in the EU
for its ad-supported subscription service, while
Google has already been fined over €8 billion
across three major antitrust cases, including
those targeting its anti-competitive practices in
the mobile operating systems and app markets.

The parallels between the regulatory actions
against Meta and Google emphasise the
importance of addressing data exploitation,
vertical integration, and anti-competitive
practices through a multidisciplinary approach.
Together, these approaches illustrate the
challenge of harmonising regulatory philosophies
to effectively tackle the monopolistic practices of
global tech giants.

Google and Meta are not even the first tech
giants to face policing for dominating markets in
the U.S. In the past, a ruling in an antitrust lawsuit
required AT&T to divest 22 operating companies,
dismantling its monopoly. Similarly, anti-trust
proceedings against Microsoft resulted in
oversight, ensuring API access for third-party
developers and greater flexibility for PC
manufacturers.

The CCI orders against Google and Meta
represent just a small chapter in the broader,
well-documented concerns about the
overwhelming dominance of “tech monopolies”™

policing digital giants
fSforee fearsit i arredt i gotch
On November 18, 2024, the Competition Commission of India (CCl)

imposed a ¥213.14 crore fine on Meta and introduced several
behavioral remedies.
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in key markets such as advertising, e-commerce
and smartphone services. While the orders are a
great beginning, a cycle of disputes across
jurisdictions indicates that they may be stop-gap
measures in regulating the free market in this
context.

On India’s laws

India’s competition law, namely, the Competition
Act, 2002, currently lacks explicit provisions to
address data-centric monopolies. While
traditional frameworks focus on price-based
dominance, digital markets often witness
dominance arising from data aggregation. To
address this gap, amendments to the Act should
introduce “data monopolization™ as a parameter
for assessing market dominance by redefining key
concepts such as “market power” and “dominant
position” to reflect the realities of data-driven
dynamics. The Act should also incorporate global
best practices for addressing the concerns, such
as mandating interoperability and data-sharing
agreements or separation of integrated services.
These measures could serve as effective solutions
for entrenched monopolies and help level the
playing field for smaller competitors while
maintaining innovation incentives.

The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023
provides an opportunity to complement
competition law by regulating data collection,
consent, and usage. However, the absence of
explicit coordination mechanisms between the
CCI and the Data Protection Board of India limits
the effectiveness of addressing overlapping
concerns. India could draw inspiration from the
EU’s integration of competition law with the
Digital Markets Act (DMA) and GDPR to create
frameworks that tackle data exploitation and
anti-competitive practices comprehensively.

Addressing these challenges is crucial for India
to fully harness the potential of its digital
transformation, ensuring inclusive growth and
equitable access to digital resources across the
nation. The Economic Survey 2024-25, recently
tabled in Parliament, underlines India’s rapid
digital transformation, and emphasises the
critical role of artificial intelligence (Al) in shaping
the nation’s economic landscape. These
developments underscore the imperative for
India to adapt its regulatory frameworks,
including competition law. As the digital
economy continues to evolve, regulatory
frameworks must not only catch up but also
anticipate emerging challenges posed by rapidly
advancing technologies and the ever-expanding
influence of tech giants.

While the Meta case serves as a pivotal
moment in India’s efforts to regulate digital
markets and address the complexities of
data-driven monopolies, it also highlights the
need for a more comprehensive and
forward-looking approach to competition law.
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18 AR 2024 FY, AR IfaEaa’t 3T (CCl) o #el W T213.14 FAS &7
STATAT 9T AR F8 sqaga 391 a1 fFe

CClI’s order included a five-year ban on sharing WhatsApp user data with Facebook
and Instagram for advertising purposes.

CCI & 3mger # fasmaet 3ggedt & foIT WhatsApp 39dNrear 32T &I Facebook 3R

Instagram & WT WTEHAT HIA I 91T JTel HT gfaaer nfFer |

Meta appealed against the order in the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT).

AT A 57 AT F TWATE TSHT F9et A srdrelr =amanfsor (NCLAT) & 3rdier R

$

On January 23, 2025, NCLAT granted a stay on the five-year ban and penalty,
subject to Meta depositing 50% of the penalty amount.

23 SeTadl 2025 T, NCLAT & 9T §Tel & Fidarer 3R S[aATer ax sk o7 &, Afehet 21t Tl
& AT Y Fo FHTA FT 50% STHT FIAT G117 |

The era of data
?Era»'rgvr

In the 21st century, data has become the new oil, but unlike oil, it can be indefinitely
collected, analyzed, and reused.

21t G &, 3T AT A g7 AT &, AfheT ol & AT, 38 yfARTTFTr dF THT,
farecrwor 3ii ge1: 3T R S e B

Meta and other platforms use vast amounts of user data to enhance algorithms,
offer hyper-targeted advertising, and personalize experiences.

#eT 3R 37 CATHIA IURNTEHAT 32T T 93 FAR 9T 39ANT F § i ToanResw Ft gur
T, AftTd FaTae YT X @ 3R A fFera srepera o1 7|

Data-driven network effects enhance market dominance, as more users generate
more data, strengthening the platform's control.

STT-AIfAd Acad YT SIS Te[cd Y qGId 8, Fi1eh 31Tk SuANaTehcll 3fF 3T Ieqeat
L 8, FTad celewre &7 =01 Aorgd gar gl

Global actions

39w Fag

Meta is facing antitrust scrutiny worldwide, with major cases in the U.S., Europe,
and Australia.
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AT F ARFH T W yfarauT R At F1 AT F3G1 98 W1 E, [AY F7 3 33,
T 3k sifexfra ¥
In 2024, the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia found Google guilty of

violating the Sherman Act through exclusive agreements in search and advertising
markets.

2024 #, 3AREY fSrel =maTery (District of Columbia) & IETe &I AT AT &
Seote FT ¥ ITAT, FAIh 3T @ 31X AT T9RY # 37 gazia fFo O

Bundeskartellamt (Federal Cartel Office) of Germany ruled that Meta abused its
dominant position by combining user data from multiple platforms without
consent, violating EU competition law and GDPR.

ST & TR gfavaa’ st (Bundeskartellamt) o fa0Tg fear f& Aer F faen ggafa
¥ fafdieer et @ sqalrsat 3eT v Fa et vyHw ufa F1 geuer fa, Taa
Wwﬁuﬁ?ﬂ;ﬁﬁraﬁ?GDPRmmﬁgml

Meta is under scrutiny in the EU for its ad- supported subscription service, while
Google has been fined over €8 billion across three major antitrust cases.

AT 1 $Y A 38 FaaATIT-gAfda Hewgar ¥ar & ol S 1 HIHAT =1 I3 @7 8, ST
ETer Y elter v wfarewut R Amrat 7 €8 3Ra @ T FT AT oA AT

Regulatory actions against Meta and Google highlight the need to address data
exploitation, vertical integration, and anti-competitive practices.

AeT 3R T & T g FRE1$ I8 el & fof 32T & g, Feafe’ whiwor
31 afereTet R womsit I Fefird #e s B

Tech giants like AT&T and Microsoft have also faced antitrust actions in the past,
leading to market restructuring.

AT&T 3R Microsoft 3 & fE@arait r 8t 31 # wfawray’ R F1¥ars &1 T Hear

UeT, gy IR |91 A dGaTd 37|

The CCI orders against Google and Meta reflect broader concerns over tech
monopolies in advertising, e-commerce, and smartphone services.

ITer 3R Aer F @are CCl F e e, §-FiaAw AR TAEwT danst # ¢ TR
Y IeY AT ATt &1 g €

On India’s laws

HRA & Flefell T

India’s Competition Act, 2002 lacks explicit provisions to address data-centric
monopolies, as it primarily focuses on price-based dominance.

R &1 wfaeawt afafags, 2002 7 3er-Fa wwfsRY 1 G6iftg & & v Fose
TTaTaAT Y Y §, FAIF Tg ATT T § Heg-3meia waea W Hd 8
Amendments should introduce “data monopolization” as a key parameter for
assessing market dominance.
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HeerEAT F “3T THITAFR” Y IR WA F Aol & fAT TF W@ AWTGs & T A
nfAer T STaT Tfgwl

o Interoperability, data-sharing agreements, and separation of integrated services
can help prevent market abuse.

HREATAAIT, SET-HIFTHIOT FHSIT A ThIFHeT A3 T GUFHIOT ST oh G Y
Vbl H AGE HT T o |

e The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 provides a framework for data
regulation, but lacks coordination with the CCI.

Rforea caf@aera 3er GxaTor fAfTs, 2023 321 RfeTaT & v ve TEr Ye #3471 §,

JfereT I8 CCI & AT GHA=aT HY A W@ar gl

¢ India can learn from the EU’s Digital Markets Act (DMA) and GDPR, which integrate
competition law with data protection regulations.

HRd AN "9 F B Arded vae (DMA) 3R GDPR & H1@ #adr €, St wfaeast
FTeTeT Y 3T FIATOT gAYt & |y vl e &
e The Economic Survey 2024-25 highlights India’s rapid digital transformation and the

role of Al in economic growth, emphasizing the need for updated regulatory
frameworks.

e FdfaTor 2024-25 F ARG & I & Bfoesd wRads 31k anfds e & vang fi
AT W SR feam o €, foad 3rases famaes e Y 3raedehar ¥ gl B

e The Meta case serves as a pivotal moment in India’s efforts to regulate digital
markets and data-driven monopolies, reinforcing the urgency for comprehensive
competition law reforms.

AT T ATHAT R & AT v Ageaqor &70r §, Fife Ig RBfoes ot ik Ser-smerfa
THITOSRT A R_fAFTHT FT & T2l Al AT & 3R 3m9s gfaeqs’ Hieg gurt A
HTRIHT T YW Tehel AT & |
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The assault on multilateralism and international law

|GS Paper Ii: International Organization|

he mantra of ‘America First’ is shaping
T U.S. President Donald Trump’s

administration, marking a significant
turning point for multilateralism and
international law. Since the beginning of his
second term, a series of measures have signalled
the U.S.s withdrawal from the very multilateral
institutions and agreements it once helped
establish. These include calls for withdrawal from
key entities such as the World Health
Organization, the UNHRC, and the Paris Climate
Agreement and sanctions against the
International Criminal Court (ICC) and its
officials. The most recent addition in this series is
the introduction of the Disengaging Entirely from
the United Nations Debacle (DEFUND) Act by
Republican Senator Mike Lee from Utah, which
would allow the U.S. to withdraw from the United
Nations. The new American approach has serious
consequences for an international order based on
multilateral cooperation and respect for
international law,

Back to political and economic isolationism
First, the proposed DEFUND Act poses a threat to
the legitimacy of the UN, which, despite its
shortcomings, remains one of the most
remarkable examples of international
cooperation in the post-Second World War era.
Should the DEFUND Act pass, it could sever the
U.Ss relationship with the UN by repealing
critical legislation such as the United Nations
Participation Act of 1945 and the United Nations
Headquarters Agreement of 1947. This would halt
all financial contributions to the UN and prohibit
U.S. participation in UN peacekeeping operations.

Additionally, it would revoke the functional
immunity of UN officials from other countries
working in the U.S., making it difficult for the UN
to effectively carry out important functions such
as peacekeeping and the protection of human
rights. These possible measures against the UN
represent an attack on multilateral political
cooperation, which is the bedrock of a
rules-based international order.
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non-western
nations to

take up
leadership roles

Second, a February 6 Executive Order imposed
sanctions on the International Criminal Court
(ICC), located in The Hague, which serves as the
first permanent court punishing individuals for
crimes such as genocide, crimes against
humanity, and war crimes. Following the Second
World War, the U.S. was instrumental in
establishing the Nuremberg Tribunal to hold
individuals accountable for such atrocities. The
U.S. Chief Prosecutor at the Nuremberg trials,
Robert H. Jackson, famously stated that “the
willingness to submit enemies to the rule of law
marked a triumph of reason over power”.

The legacy of Nuremberg is echoed in the
mission of the ICC, notwithstanding the fact that
the U.S. is not a member of the ICC and has not
ratified the Rome Statute. The executive order
accuses the ICC of engaging in “illegitimate and
baseless actions targeting America” and its close
ally, Israel. Such accusations undermine the
court’s purpose and function to ensure
accountability and prevent impunity for
perpetrators of grave crimes violating human
rights.

Trade troubles
Third, the reinvigorated economic nationalism in
the Trump administration has led to the
implementation of aggressive tariffs in the name
of American safety and national security. A
historical parallel can be drawn to the era of the
1930s when trade protectionism, triggered by the
Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act enacted by the U.S., had
dire economic consequences and saw the world
spiralling into the chaos of the Second World War.
It was this recognition of the economic and
political vulnerabilities of countries due to
isolationism that led to the adoption of a
rules-based multilateral trading order in the form
of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT) of 1947, which later evolved into the
World Trade Organization (WTO).

Today, the WTO is also facing an existential
crisis due to the U.S. blockade on appointments
to the Appellate Body of the WTO Dispute

Settlement, and a looming threat of U.S.
withdrawal.

Action and reaction

Overall, the growing anti-internationalist
sentiment in the U.S. and the unilateral actions
taken by the Trump administration are bound to
jeopardise multilateral political and economic
cooperation among states. This, in turn, would
lead to the devaluation of international
institutions that govern and facilitate global
cooperation. These institutions, founded on the
principle of shared sovereignty, play a crucial role
in creating and interpreting international law
while maintaining a rules-based international
order. Withdrawal from, and restricting the
functioning of international institutions and
agreements would have significant repercussions
for the pressing issues of our time, such as
climate change, environmental degradation,
public health, respect and accountability for
human rights, and economic stability and
growth.

Furthermore, the U.S. risks facing iation
from other states and may find that initiatives
such as MAGA, or ‘Make America Great Again’,
cannot thrive without the support of multilateral
cooperation. Consequently, resistance from the
international community is essential, as mutual
enrichment among nations can only be achieved
through cooperation rather than coercion. On the
positive side, this scenario offers non-western
nations such as India, the chance to assume
leadership roles.

India has consistently emphasised the
importance of multilateralism and adherence to
international law. Aptly, during the G-20 Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting (February 2025), in
Johannesburg, External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar reiterated the need for an inclusive
and multilateral approach to global challenges
and called for prioritising international law and
peaceful resolutions. Additionally, this also serves
as an opportune moment to reform the UNSC, as
India has been consistently demanding.

The assault on multilateralism and international law

TEUETATE 3T AW FTelel W gHe

The 'America First' policy under U.S. President Donald Trump has led
to a shift away from multilateral institutions and agreements.

IARHT FEE A & dea AN Tvgufa Seres €0 A wguaiia FeuwEl 3
AT @ T A AT A TS|

¢ The U.S. has withdrawn from key global institutions like the World Health
Organization (WHO), UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC), and Paris Climate

Agreement.

AR o feT TaReT WIrae (WHO), §JFd TS AaEFR 9RYE (UNHRC) 3 3R

Srear] FAS S8 Ageaqer dRaF weumEl @ geat F vt e
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o The Disengaging Entirely from the United Nations Debacle (DEFUND) Act,
introduced by Republican Senator Mike Lee, aims to withdraw the U.S. from the UN.

Rafeereher HiAet AT off SaRT T&Jd DISENGAGING ENTIRELY FROM THE UNITED
NATIONS DEBACLE (DEFUND) 3fafaaet &1 3¢82d §gFd Teg ¥ IFARF &1 geran g

Back to political and economic isolationism

Terefas 31X 3 sreremaare Y 37 araH

e The DEFUND Act threatens the legitimacy of the UN, which has been a pillar of
international cooperation since World War Il.

DEFUND 3rfafarrsr g Trsg #t duar & fre @awr der #xar 8, s afadir fRa geur &
e ¥ HAWTSET TEANIT HT T Fgeaqul Tisr @ &

e If passed, the Act would repeal key U.S. legislation, including the United Nations
Participation Act (1945) and UN Headquarters Agreement (1947).

afe; 7g rfRfaars ik & ST €, A T g sg seflery sifafaas (1945) iR @+
ST HEITAT FAFANAT (1947) S AgeaqOr HARAT FToaAT Y TG FT &1

e This would end U.S. financial contributions to the UN, halt peacekeeping
operations, and remove UN officials' immunity in the U.S.

SEY HYFA S HY FARAY el Avererer gavea g smeam, enfavars srfdemet o1 I
Y, 3w Tog rfaraRaT Ay IAREY & F Fefe e ger & smea|

e These measures represent an attack on multilateral political cooperation, which is
the foundation of a rules-based international order.

¥ 3T SguEi Terelfaeh TEAT I gHe I ¢, ST FAaa- 3R HARSET sgaeyr H
HES{ HTUR ¢

Sanctions on the ICC

IHAWTSET FTITF #AATT (ICC) W afaeer

e On February 6, 2025, the U.S. imposed sanctions on the International Criminal
Court (ICC), which investigates genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes.

6 BIA 2025 T, AT o7 FARTSET TR T (ICC) 9 Ifaae 9w, S
AXHER, AT & BT 3rqwrer A Feer Irqaret oy S e g |

o Despite the U.S. playing a role in establishing the Nuremberg Tribunal post-World
War Il, it has not ratified the Rome Statute, which created the ICC.

cfachr fored geur & 1e IARFT A etast REegerer Tula w3e 7 s fovers, e ot
3% T WA (Rome Statute) FY f¥e w1 Y, ST ICC FY FATIAT FT TR 4TI

e The executive order accuses the ICC of acting illegitimately against America and
Israel, undermining its role in ensuring accountability for human rights violations.
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T, FHHY AAIRFR Seaes & T Tarads) a7 FI 6 $HhT {{AFT FAAK gl 7

Trade troubles
< e o

The Trump administration’s economic nationalism has led to the implementation of
aggressive tariffs, citing American safety and national security.

<9 TR & AT Tregare o AR FRaw 3R TdT @i & A W FS R e frw
gl

A historical parallel can be drawn to the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act (1930), which
worsened the Great Depression and contributed to World War |I.

Foe-gior ¢ sfafawe (1930) & T, 50 AT F Agwd (e B #i 3t @ fFar
3R gfareiir fea geer & Arere R
The recognition of these economic vulnerabilities led to the establishment of General

Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in 1947, which later evolved into the World
Trade Organization (WTO).

g1 TS FANNET T Tgdleld §U 1947 H FHAY Yeeh IR SATIR FHSAT (GATT)
T o 3, St G H fed S¥MR arssT (WTO) H seof 31|

The WTO is facing an existential crisis due to the U.S. blockade on appointments
to its Appellate Body and the looming threat of U.S. withdrawal.

WTO 319at 31fedca & Hhe &1 HTHAT HT 18T ¢, Fi1e AN o srdelw e &
frgfFaat w1 sravey w3 A 31K 58% Heree & a1 Awers Y WHIEAT IdTS B

Action and reaction

HRars 3 gfafsear

The growing anti-internationalist sentiment in the U.S. and unilateral actions by
the Trump administration are jeopardizing multilateral political and economic
cooperation.

mﬁﬁmﬁﬁm@mmmaﬁ?@mmﬂﬁmmm
Tstefa® 3R i geater & @a & st WY &

This would lead to the devaluation of international institutions, which are based on
shared sovereignty and a rules-based international order.

SYEEAT I MR &

Key global issues such as climate change, public health, and economic stability
require strong multilateral institutions, but U.S. actions threaten their
effectiveness.
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Srerarg aRade, Ardstfad T AR 3nfie Ruar o8 woga 3Raw fegt & qaru= &
forT FoTed sguaiia FEuTal A AraeTehr §, fh AR Aifaat saehr vemashierar H
A A ST W

e The U.S.risks retaliation from other nations, and policies like ‘Make America Great
Again’ (MAGA) may struggle without multilateral cooperation.

AT Y 37 AT F IFAAY T FIHAAT FIT U3 Thal 8, 3R A 3ARST A€ 303
(MAGA) Steft AT agaefta e & e awer 781 8 ahel|

e Theinternational community must resist these unilateral moves, as cooperation,
not coercion, ensures global progress.

HARTSET WHETT FY §7 THATPT AMfaar 1 faver Fa1 @ifew, Fifeh dRgsw garfer Faer
TEAT A Hoa ¢, o & gara F

e India has emphasized multilateralism, and during the G-20 Foreign Ministers’
Meeting (February 2025) in Johannesburg, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
reiterated the need for an inclusive and law-based global order.

m#a-gtrmwsmﬁm%, 3R wadl 2025 & Sgeaad # G-20 e At fir dow
& aRreT, fareer #t v, SR o wHTARlY 3R FeT-amenfia daw saawyr A sraeghdr
T SrEIrAT|

e This also presents an opportunity to reform the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC), which India has been advocating for years.

Ig HgFA Tsg FI&T IRYG (UNSC) H FUR I &1 T a0 37 T e 8, foraeh
foIT IR o4 TAT AT FI @R
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Should immigrants have the same right to protest as citizens?

F;S Baper_ 1

i S
| PARLEY I

anjani Srinivasan, an Indian doctoral
student at Columbia University, left
the U.S. on March 11, 2025, following
the revocation of her student visa by
the U.S. State Department. Her departure
followed a raid on her campus residence by
igration and Customs Ei g agents,
who have accused her of being a “pro-Hamas
sympathiser”. Earlier, on March 8, immigration
auLhonues arrested Mahmoud Khalil, a
Palestinian student activist and green card
holder, for allegedly violating his terms of
residency by supporting a U.S.-designated
terrorist organisation. Should immigrants have
the same right to protest as citizens? Prabhash
Ranjan and Happymon Jacob discuss the
question in a conversation moderated by
Aaratrika Bhaumik. Edited excerpts:

Do immigrants have the same right to protest
as citizens under international human rights
law?

Prabhash Ranjan: Article 19 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR) enshrines freedom of exprewon
asa human right, o

both citizens and immigrants. Article 19(2)
specifically guarantees the right to seek, receive,
and disseminate information across borders
through various media. However, Article 19(3)
qualifies this right by i lmpmmg ﬁpecml duties

and the Ad\'uuLy of national, racial, or religious
hatred that incites violence.

While international law affords immigrants
the same right to protest as citizens, the extent
of this right depends on the host country’s

may adopt a more permissive stance.

To what extent do foreign policy and
national security considerations constrain
immigrants’ right to peaceful protest?

Happymon Jacob: The application of
international human rights law is deepl
influenced by domestic po The critical
question is what happens when international
legal norms and expectations collide with
national political realities. For instance, in the
long-standing tradition of free speech has
ed a global expectation that Americans will
consistently uphold this right. However,
instances where American actions diverge from
these expectations expose a disconnect between
historical tradition and contemporary reality.
This phel is not unique to the U.S.—
A and parts of Europe,
oflcn do not enjoy the same degree
speech as citizens. Moreover, the ability
to exercise free speech or participate in peaceful

4 .
Protesters march near Arizona State University against the ICE's detention of
Palestinian student activist Mahmoud Khalil. REUTERS

The US. has long been perceived as a nation
that upholds the rule of law and champions
the freedom of speech and expression. If it
begins weaponising laws to target individuals
it disfavours, it risks legitimising
actions by governments worldwi
PRABHASH RANJAN

India, to study in the U.S. Only a small fraction
of Indian students are likely to engage in such
protests, making it an unlikely deterrent.
However, a more pressing concern is whether
rcduumm m universi ty fuudmg could

protests ly depends on an indivie 's

I talent from

legal status — whether they are a natural-born
citizen, a permanent resident, or an
undocumented immigrant. The social contract
that binds a government to its citizens does not
necessarily extend to non-citize: the same
way, further entangling the legal and political
framework governing these rights.

Does the crackdown on protesting foreign
students in the U.S. violate First Amendment
rights?

PR: The Immigration and Nationality Act, 1952
authorises the denial of entry and deportation of
non-citizens who endorse or support terrorist
activities or organisations. President Trump's
executive order, issued in January directing
federal agencies to combat antisemiti
campuses, is rooted in this law. Thus, its
issuance does not exceed constitutional
authority. However, the critical question is
whether the order itself is constitutional.

U.S. law extends First Amendment
protections to non-citizens, regardless of their
immigration status, particularly in matters
concerning ¢ 1l pendlne: and law
enforcement investigati
uncertain whether non-citizens enjoy the
level of First Amendment protection as cil
‘when facing deportation proceedings. This is
where Happymon's argument becomes
relevant—each case must be evaluated based on
the individual's legal status. For instance, a
green card holder would have stronger lega
protections than someone on a student visa.
Historically, during the Cold War, legal aliens in
the U.S. were deported for their affiliation with
the Communist Party. While the U.S. legal
system h: become more robust, past
preceden hlight the enduri uu., le}.,dl

hd

enrolling in American institutions. If that
happens, it could pose a serious challenge for a
nation that relies on immigration-driven
innovation and expertise.

U.S. immigration judges operate within the
Department of Justice, where the Attorney
Gcneral has the authority to remove tbem.

the

uld
faimes of deportation pmceedmgs’

PR: Yes, executive control over immigration
judges is deeply problematic. Law and politics
are not as divorced as we might wish to believe.
While judges are ideally expected to operate in
depoliticised courtrooms, the reality is that legal
interpretations often unfold within a broader
political context. That said, my confidence lies
less in indi al immigration judges and more
in the U.S. judicial system as a whole. At the
appellate level, independent review and judicial
scrutiny of executive actions can help ensure
fairer outcomes. However, for immigrants
caught in this system, the process itself can feel
like a punishment — perhaps by design.

The Trump administration has reportedly
invoked Section 212(a)(3)(C) of the 1952 Act to
Jjustify the arrest of Mr. Khalil. It empowers
the Secretary of State to deport a foreign
national if their “presence or activities in the
United States would have potentially serious
adverse foreign policy consequences”. Is this

In Mr. Khalil's case, the legitimacy of the

government's actions depends on the evidence

it has and whether it can demommle genume
ing. If he is merely exp

viewpoint aligned with a particular group, that

remains constitutionally protected speech.

Can this provision be weaponised against
those the administration disagrees with?

HJ: As Prabhash pointed out, this provision
grants the government significant authority,
with no clear definition of what constitutes
“adverse foreign policy consequences” for the
U.S. Its vague language allows almost anything to
fall within its scope, making it highly susceptible
. That said, most countries maintain
such sweeping laws, ostensibly reserved for

ional circ If an administrati

chooses to exploit them, judicial intervention
remains the only real safeguard. Moreover, the
invocation of such rarely used provisions is
inherently political - how the executive frames
an issue dictates the response. Protests

erceived as part of routine political discourse
will elicit a different reaction than those framed
as law-and-order threats or national security
risks. Parsing the nuances of such provisions has
limited utility, as these laws inherently permit
extreme measures in extraordinary situations.
However, what qualifies as an “extreme case” is
amatter of political interpretation.

'Will such incidents erode U.S. soft power and
weaken its stature in the global order?

HJ: If the U.S. continues on this path, it risks
losing the moral authority to advise other
nations on their domestic affairs. American soft
power will decline, along with its international
standing. Such actions could also contribute to
the erosion of democratic and liberal values
worldwide. Additionally, they will weaken the
U.S/s ability to build coalitions based on shared
democratic values.

PR: The U.S. has long been perceived  rightly
or wrongly ~ as a nation that upholds the rule of
law and champions the freedom of speech and
expression. This commitment has played a
crucial role in fostering a global culture of liberal
valucs and open discourse. However, if the U.S.
begi e

p toa Iaw> to target individuals it
on grounds of disf it risks ising similar actions by
This would

PR: Yes, it does. The application of a rarely
! s vist

amuuulmg to arbitrary enforcement. In Holder

il surrounding suc]

The Trump administration has rcvukcd

Law Project (2010), the U.S.
5upreme Court held that independent advocacy
or mere mcmbershlp ina

terrorist isation is

nearly $400 million in grants for
University. Do you think this could deter
foreign students from studying in the U.S.?

HJ: | don't believe measures such as these will
cantly influence the decisions of
international students, including those from

protected speech under the First Amendment.
Criminal liability arises only from providing
material support, not from association alone.
Thus, for the U.S. government to justify
prosecution under this statute, it must present
substantial evidence of actual criminal conduct.

t0:a more repressive global environment, where
political expression becomes increasingly

Tl I have faith in lhe Us.
s robust. Whether a
single administration can upend it entirely
remains to be seen. The unfolding deportation
proceedings will be telling.

—Eiee

'}‘.i] Tolisten to the full interview
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Should immigrants have the same right to protest as
citizens?

FIT JATFRAAT I AR & THTT fAUE et T HTARR g7 T1fge?

Ranjani Srinivasan, an Indian doctoral student at Columbia University,

left the U.S. on March 11, 2025, after her student visa was revoked by
the U.S. State Department.

it shferaraer, Frefear fFafagamey $it sRd siaete o, & 11 A9

2025 &Y AN 13 faam, 57 I3ARSY fager Ramr A 3571 519 fiaw @g 1

fem)
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e The Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents raided her campus
residence, accusing her of being a “pro-Hamas sympathiser”.

3ARFY 3maarer 3R AT geF yad (ICE) Tolel & 3o F9w fare @ o141 AR, 37 W
"EHATH FHYF" gl FT IR AT

e On March 8, 2025, Mahmoud Khalil, a Palestinian student activist and green card
holder, was arrested for allegedly supporting a U.S.-designated terrorist
organization.

8 AT 2025 FY, AEHE Wellel, Tk RpfATANA ST FrIFdT AR M F18 4R, 1 T
AN ATAT ITAFATE FIST FT FATT FI F HAT A FARFIR Fomam a3

Do immigrants have the same right to protest as citizens under international human
rights law?

FAT HAWSET ATAATAFR FIe{A & o TANAAT Y ATRRDT & FHTT AU FI F7 HOFR 872

e Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
guarantees freedom of expression for both citizens and immigrants.

AR AR Toehfas HAFRT I TR =T (ICCPR) &7 3ifes 19 AFREt it
yarfaat A=t & fore srffeafaa i Fadaar H IR T g

e However, Article 19(3) permits restrictions if necessary for national security or

public order.
glelifeh, 3Teda 19(3) ISEIT FI&T AT Hidt oleh T YT & AT 3maeds g W wfaeer
A Y IrTATT e

e The extent of this right varies based on the host country’s domestic laws, with some
states enforcing stricter regulations than others.

59 TSR F AT AT U F W Flefeil W AR B 8, O 4 F3 A7 g ad
gl

To what extent do foreign policy and national security considerations constrain
immigrants’ right to peaceful protest?

fager e 3 T e R yanfaat & aifaget Ry & 3R A /5 ge o @ffd &
&2

e Domestic politics influence the application of international human rights laws.
T TSN HAWTSENT ATAATAFR Flefad] & AT 1 G HIh B

e Inthe U.S., the tradition of free speech often collides with national security
concerns, leading to selective restrictions on non-citizens.

STARERT #, T STHOT Y TURT HFE TSI GI&T A3 I Tt g, foradt -amarfat
W IIATHS Sfaeer o1 1

e Across Africa, Asia, and Europe, non-citizens often lack the same free speech
rights as citizens.
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Does the crackdown on protesting foreign students in the U.S. violate First Amendment
rights?

FI1 3ARFT & TRy FT 1@ el emY W F18arE yasq1 gy 3ffFRY #1 3w 82

The Immigration and Nationality Act (1952) allows denial of entry and deportation
of non-citizens who support terrorist activities.

ryarEsT R Isdar wffAwe (1952) R-ARRST A 9Rffe # sdier w3 3
foraferer 1 3rgaAfar Sar 8, IS & srawmard afafaftat w1 worda w8

President Trump’s executive order (January 2025) directed federal agencies to
combat antisemitism on campuses, based on this law.

Tsgafay €0 & ISR e (Sradt 2025) - Rreafaggrer aRwd # agd-fdh
At & Paea & v gy woifaat w fder @, 3 s8 He W) 3mRa gl

U.S. law grants First Amendment protections to non-citizens, but uncertainty
remains about the extent of these protections in deportation cases.

IAREY FTefet I-ATITRFT H T FUVT AT GaToT FIAT 8, A feho] frataet ATH # go7
&N i AT R A Raaar =i weh 31

Historically, legal aliens were deported for Communist affiliations during the Cold
War, reflecting ongoing legal complexities.

UfeTiaeh &9 &, ot gaur & aRreT Frepet el arriet 1 argar: @eut ¥ v fAeifda
T aram, foras e segstt Sfearansit &1 aar =efdr g1

The impact of U.S. policies on immigration and global influence

AR AfAY 71 3T9arET 3T ARTF I39T W 99T

Will revoking grants deter foreign students from studying in the U.S.?

FAT HeIeTeT g H3et ¥ fagelt o 3rAReT & vers & galcwifea giar

The Trump administration revoked $400 million in grants for Columbia University,
raising concerns about its impact on foreign students.

€9 FATHe o Frerferar farafgarey & faw $400 Afes F srger g w1 v, o
el SEY I w91 T Jda AT 96 TS|

Happymon Jacob (HJ) believes that such measures won't significantly deter
international students, as only a small fraction of students participate in protests.

FodiAleT e (HJ) 7 HaT § % 30 e & Fhes HTRSE ST Hi g Ao+
gAlCHITEd gl YA, FAITh haol HH TEIAT A ST faer ygeiat & omr A
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e However, cuts in university funding may discourage global talent from enrolling in
U.S. institutions, which could harm immigration-driven innovation.

grelifer, faeafagameral & ws # weldt @ dRas ufasmait & AR Feue A gderaa @
galcaTigd fohaT ST Hehell &, fEE ITHaTHe TR FAATIR Y TJehdTeT &1 Hehcl g |

Can executive influence compromise the fairness of deportation
proceedings?

FIAT FRIFHT FATF0T g 9fFar Y fasqarar &) ysnfaa 3 aFar g2

e U.S.immigration judges operate under the Department of Justice, where the
Attorney General has the power to remove them, raising concerns about executive
interference.

AN 3TvarEsT ~araTeher ~ATT fHTer & AT FI FIA &, ST6T IHerd! FAleT FY Io¢
g2 FY AfFT ured &, S0 FRISHY g8 Y oo TIdTT 5 STt 8

e Prabhash Ranjan (PR) argues that law and politics are intertwined, making judicial
independence a challenge in politically sensitive cases.

mm(PR)ma#%%myaﬂTmﬁmﬁgﬁgé%ﬁm@mﬁmm#
HageTler AT & F AT FaAAAT TF ellell e STl ¢ |

e However, higher courts and appellate review provide checks on executive
overreach, ensuring fairer outcomes.

glelifen, 3o Fararera A el gear FRASRY T F GEuAeT 9 IiF T 7, ey
foreaer aftomsr gfafea 8 &

Can Section 212(a)(3)(C) of the 1952 Act be challenged on
constitutional grounds?

FAT 1952 3rfafagsr #ir 4RT 212(a)(3)(C) Henfars TR 9 el § s
Tehell &2

e The Trump administration invoked Section 212(a)(3)(C) to justify the arrest of
Mahmoud Khalil, arguing that his presence could adversely impact U.S. foreign
policy.
€T YATHA & GG Wellel ! FRFARY Y 3T sg0a & forw &mr 212(a)(3)(C) @[ #, T8
e & §U o 3ofeht Sufeufar raRehr Rrder afifer o wfdreger wemmar s1er whell ©1

e PR believes this provision is vague and prone to arbitrary enforcement, making it
susceptible to constitutional challenges.

PR &T AT ¢ foh Ig Traret 3Fase 3R ATt FRars & e vga g, fowd a8
wadenfors geifaat & afa wagerelier & Srar 81

e In Holder v. Humanitarian Law Project (2010), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that
membership in a designated terrorist group is protected speech unless material

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page44

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

g il CONTACT: 9971932488

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

support is provided.

gIest qarH e RIe af MaFe (2010) &, 3ARFY Foter F1E F hwwer garar fF e
AR HTAFATET HITST T HEEAAT B A9 dh ATRAFA Y FadAAT AT AT S dH
for gerat areAalt werrar 7 & Je|

The government must provide substantial evidence of criminal intent to justify
deportation under this provision.

S8 VTG o dgd fAateT H1 e 3gUa & fAT TIFR FT SN IR+ W8T Jedd Fa
Y JTFRIHAT graf |

Will such laws be used to target political dissenters?

FIT 3T FToaAl FT 3TANT AsTelfaen FHEHTT I ol & forw fmam e

HJ warns that this provision gives the government broad authority to define what
constitutes "adverse foreign policy consequences”, increasing the risk of misuse.

HJ Sarastt & & 7o Ig Traern= SRR 1 fader sfifer o3 wiasger yemmar i afsmr fauifa
FIT T AT HAFR a1 8, FTaw geuaier #r weraen 9¢ et 5

Many countries have similar laws for extreme circumstances, but judicial
intervention remains the only safeguard against misuse.

FS & # T aRTEUfaEt & v ¢ avE & F1eg €, AforeT = gvaaiv &1 g &
fEraTe THATT gRaT U B

Will such incidents erode U.S. soft power?

FIT W UTATHA AN Y AIFE ITaT HT FASAR HLaT?

HJ argues that continued actions against political dissent will damage America’s
moral authority and reduce its global influence.

HJ &T de & T Teefas 3HeATa & [P TIdR 3o1¢ 3T W@ FeH FARFT fr s
waﬁwwwm&ﬁaﬁmﬁmml

PR believes that the U.S. has been perceived as a champion of free speech and
human rights, but if it starts using laws to suppress opposition, it could set a
dangerous precedent globally.

PR T AT & [ 38R ) srffeafa i wadaar 3t Arar®@eRY &1 ta7s A= = g,
AfereT Ife ag faer Y gama & fAT FTefel T 3TAT FX& oA, o T8 ARaF TR R F

WaATF AT FIH T a1 ¢

Despite these concerns, PR expresses faith in the U.S. judicial system, noting that it
remains strong enough to resist authoritarian overreach.

ge I3 & STaspE, PR &Y AR 731135 gorel 0T s30T §, g 9T gU T I8 Harare)
GO T faer FXa & forw areft oft waafe Asrq@ 81
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)

1. 30 ‘Maoists’ Shot Dead in Twin Bastar Encounters

aledl SFaT ASAST A 30 'HIINEGTET AR AT

2. Registration for safflower procurement to begin soon

FARAT T (AFTa) i T F AT TAFI0T e Pw e

3. Army seeks inclusion of additional areas in Manipur under
AFSPA

AT & TehTadT & dgd JfaRed aat Y anfdrer wye Ay der
&Y FTIT
4. India, Brazil could play key role in climate talks: Lago

Srerary Attt # o AR Frelter srew s{fAwT fovsm wha ¥

5. The TB crisis and women: why gender issues matter more
than ever

&t wae 3t Afend: e wael A Tgd ¥ STAT Ageaqet F4i §
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30 ‘Maoists’ shot dead in
twin Bastar encounters

26 gunned down along Bijapur-Dantewada boundary and four on Kanker-Narayanpur boundary;

Bijapur District Reserve Guard loses a jawan in the operation; arms and ammunition recovered

GS Paper lll: Internal
dSecurity

RAIPUR

t least 30 alleged
A Maoists were killed
in two operations

in the Bastar region of
Chhattisgarh on Thursday.

Twenty-six of them
were gunned down along
the  Bijapur-Dantewada
boundary in south Bastar,
a senior police officer said.
A jawan of the Bijapur Dis-
trict Reserve Guard, a lo-
cally raised force to com-
bat Naxalism, lost his life.

The police said a joint
team of security personnel
had gone out on a combing
operation in the Gangaloor
police station area. The ex-
change of fire started
around 7 a.m. and conti-
nued till the afternoon. In a
search, the 26 bodies,
along with a large quantity
of arms and ammunition,
were recovered.

In the other encounter
along the Kanker-Narayan-
pur boundary of north Bas-

The way back: Jawans returning from an encounter with Maoists in
Bijapur in Chhattisgarh on Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

tar, a joint party of the DRG
and Border Security Force
exchanged fire with
Maoists, the police said. In
a bulletin, they said the bo-
dies of four Maoists had
been recovered.

The combined figure of
the two  encounters
pushed the overall number
of Naxalites killed in Chhat-
tisgarh this year beyond
100, signalling a further in-
tensification of the anti-
Maoist campaign.

Union Home Minister

Amit Shah and Chhattis-
garh Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai called the encoun-
ters a major success.

‘Ruthless approach’

“Today our soldiers have
achieved another big suc-
cess in the direction of
‘Naxal Mukt Bharat Abhi-
yan’. 22 Naxalites [the fi-
gure was subsequently up-
dated] were killed in 2
separate operations of our
security forces in Bijapur
and Kanker of Chhattis-

garh. The Modi govern-
ment is moving forward
with a ruthless approach
against Naxalites and is
adopting a zero tolerance
policy against those Naxa-
lites who are not surren-
dering despite all the facili-
ties from surrender to
inclusion. The country is
going to be Naxal-free be-
fore 31 March next year,”
Mr. Shah wrote on X.

Mr. Sai called the en-
counters a victory and ex-
pressed condolence over
the death of the jawan.
“The State government re-
mains fully committed to
eradicating Naxalism, and
security operations will
continue until Chhattis-
garh is free from this me-
nace,” he said.

The combined figure of
the two  encounters
pushed the overall number
of Naxalites killed in Chhat-
tisgarh this year beyond
100, signalling a further in-
tensification of the anti-
Naxal campaign.

30 ‘Maoists’ Shot Dead in Twin Bastar Encounters
qledl SFaY ASAST A 30 'AIINGET AR AT

26 Maoists were killed along the Bijapur-Dantewada boundary in

South Bastar.

STRIOT FFAX A dISITqR-EAaTsT HIAT 9T 26 AIHETE AR 0
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e« Ajawan of the Bijapur District Reserve Guard (DRG) lost his life in the operation.
58 31T & Aoy e Rerd a8 (DRG) 1 weh srarer 2rgle; gt 9|

e Four Maoists were killed in another encounter along the Kanker-Narayanpur
boundary in North Bastar.

3 TEAT H FHIHT-ARTIOTGT AT T AR ABNEGE AR 917

e Ajoint team of security forces conducted a combing operation in the Gangaloor
police station area. The gunfight started around 7 a.m. and continued till afternoon.

TITEY ATAT 81 # GI&AT il Y Gl S o1 T AT R IR FoIg 7 7t YF €S
3R QIIE TF ST T

e 26 bodies, along with a large quantity of arms and ammunition, were recovered from
the site.

AT ¥ 26 d 3R T8t AT 7 AR va Mar-arve s)1ee fhT a1v|

Increasing Anti-Maoist Campaign

dodT sTFad Qe rffaer

e The total number of Naxalites killed in Chhattisgarh this year has now crossed 100.

S HTel TAREITE A AR IT AFATOET Y Fel HEAT 100 F 31T g1 TS ¥

« This indicates a further intensification 3f the anti-Maoist campaign in the state.

T T & AFae el A & 3R a1 8 7 Tohd ST &

Government's Reaction

TSR T afafwar

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah called the encounters a major success in the 'Naxal
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan'.

FERT g HA HTAT AT 7 37 HSHAST I 'FAFHT HaFd AR AR HT T3 Aheral arT|

« Initially, 22 Naxalites were reported killed, but the number was later updated to 30.
B3NN H 22 AFATAEN & AN ST T Ta A, AfeheT d1g # Ig HEAT 30 F &Y TS|

e He emphasized the Modi government’s ruthless approach and zero tolerance policy
against Naxalites who refuse to surrender.

3ogiol AN AHR F V& G 3N ACHAAYT o Fa dTel AFHTo] & Qe Lo
wfgsorar =hfq 1 SR feram
e Shah claimed that India will be Naxal-free by March 31 next year.

RITE &1 ST TohaT feh 37aTel |Te 31 AT dF R AFH T 81 ST |

e Chhattisgarh CM Vishnu Deo Sai termed the encounters a victory and expressed
condolences for the martyred jawan.
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SNEITG F HEIHA Faso] 2T W 7 57 HSHST 1 St arar 3R e STarT i seeristier

o He reiterated that the state government is fully committed to eradicating Naxalism
and that operations will continue until Chhattisgarh is completely free from Maoists.

37giol SIEIAT foh TS ALFR AFHEAAIG, & Seoelel & forv gl ag Widaey ¢ iR rfframer
a9 dF AR W@ S qF SAHING TN G AFHel Faed AeT g STl |

Registration
for safflower
procurement

to begin soon

GS Paper lil:
Agriculture
BELAGAVI

The Karnataka govern-
ment will soon start regis-
tering farmers for procur-
ing safflower through the
system of market interven-
tion to arrest fall in price.

The Department of Agri-
culture Marketing has fixed
the procurement price at
35,940 per quintal.

Procurement centres
will be put up in safflower-
growing districts.

Minister Shivanand Patil
said in a release that a max-
imum of 20 quintals will be
purchased from a farmer,
at the average of five quin-
tals per acre per farmer.

The purchase price will
be deposited to the bank
account of the farmer, the
Minister said.

 Registration for safflower procurement to begin

soon

FARAT For (AFarar) F @g F fAw gafieor sieg
> g

The Karnataka government will soon start registering
farmers for procuring safflower through the system of
market intervention to arrest the fall in price.

Fellch FIHR Seg 81 FRuTal FT Goflehor & HIa0 darfn
SI9TR €AY YUTTSlT & ATETH F FARAT FeT (AFaATaw)
g &Y AT T 3 AT A PRge S A1 71 TH |

o The Department of Agriculture Marketing has fixed the procurement
price at 5,940 per quintal.

S faqorer fasmar 2 25,940 wfar Faeer 1 @i Ford ag Hr g

e Procurement centres will be set up in safflower-growing districts.
FaTaT 3T arel et 7 @die Fg AT P sy

¢ Minister Shivanand Patil said in a release that a maximum of 20

guintals will be purchased from a farmer, at an average of 5 quintals per
acre per farmer.

7 frareie qifed & v S & FaT & ufa fwan srfiswas 20 Faea r
Tl T s, Sas ufa ves sitaae 5 Fraea ufa e oo fFar = g

e The purchase price will be deposited to the bank account of the
farmer, the Minister said.

FAT o et T wdig Ao @) et & dF @1 7 ST foma S|
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Army seeks inclusion of additional
areas in Manipur under AFSPA

[GS Paper lll: AFSPA |

[ijaita Singh
{EW DELHI

\t a review meeting
‘haired by the Union
{ome Ministry on Wednes-
lay, the Army sought the
nclusion of additional pol-
ce station limits in Mani-
yur valley districts within
he ambit of the Armed
‘orces (Special) Powers
\ct (AFSPA), a senior go-
rernment official told The
{indu.

On November 14, 2024,
yut of 19 police stations in
even districts of Manipur,
he AFSPA was reimposed
n the jurisdiction of six in
ive districts of Manipur,
nostly in the valley, in the
vake of ethnic violence in
he State that erupted on
lay 3, 2023.

“The Army proposed
hat 12 police station limits
n valley districts be

Strong measures: The AFSPA was reimposed in the jurisdiction of
six police stations in five districts of Manipur last November. ANI

brought under the AFSPA
for operational efficiency.
The suggestion was to
reimpose the AFSPA in
phases; however, a final
decision will be taken by
the Ministry,” said the
official.

At a review meeting
chaired by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah in New

Delhi on March 1, the possi-
bility of bringing additional
areas under the AFSPA, if
required, was deliberated.
The AFSPA was with-
drawn from the limits of all
valley police stations bet-
ween April 1, 2022 and
April 1, 2023 amid an im-
proved security situation.
The “disturbed area” noti-

fication for the hill districts
in Manipur has been pe-
riodically extended, with
the last one issued on Sep-
tember 26, 2024.

The Ministry reviewed
the scope of the AFSPA in
Assam, Nagaland, Aruna-
chal Pradesh, and Manipur
at a multi-agency meeting
on Wednesday.

“It is likely that one of
the four districts in Assam
may be de-notified under
the AFSPA,” said the
official.

The 1958 law gives pow-
ers to the Army and the
Central Armed Police Forc-
es deployed in “disturbed
areas” to kill anyone acting
in contravention of law, ar-
rest and search any pre-
mises without a warrant,
and grants protection from
prosecution and legal suits
without the Union govern-
ment’s sanction.

Army seeks inclusion of additional areas in Manipur under

AFSPA

ATOIQY  vehradiv F ded AfaRead &3t wr anffrer Fee & qa

T AT

At a review meeting chaired by the Union Home Ministry on
Wednesday, the Army sought the inclusion of additional police
station limits in Manipur valley districts under the Armed Forces
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(Special) Powers Act (AFSPA), a senior government official told The
Hindu.

JUAR &1 FET 76 AT gaRT I aHiat dow A, a1 F AT =y
forat 7 srfafera gfaw gt & @t w1 vewradie & qea afde w3
AT F1, T aies TIHRT IFOFR F & R qaran|

On November 14, 2024, out of 19 police stations in seven districts of Manipur, the
AFSPA was reimposed in the jurisdiction of six police stations in five districts,
mostly in the valley, following ethnic violence in the State that erupted on May 3, 2023.

14 Taa¥ 2024 FY, AT & A1 forelt & 19 gferw amat & @, 9 forelt & o gfow a&i A,
S 7T &9 @ °réY &1 A §, vewradie R & @y R arm, #ifs 3 7% 2023 Fr usT A
ST T 15 38T |

The Army proposed that 12 police station limits in valley districts be brought under
AFSPA for operational efficiency.

AT F wATg @7 o 1réY forelt & 12 o 1t 1 veheardi & ded ST ST i
HATelT 87T (TR TRAfAITHY) Sers 3T T |

The suggestion was to reimpose AFSPA in phases; however, a final decision will be
taken by the Ministry.

gi1d Ig U7 o voheadiv Y aoraetr add & R @ amy R s, grerifes, sifasr ok
HATETT S@RT farm Sirear |
At a review meeting chaired by Union Home Minister Amit Shah in New Delhi on

March 1, the possibility of bringing additional areas under AFSPA, if required, was
deliberated.

1 AT 1 7§ feeel A ST E F:A1 A Mg H1 ITALTAT H g3 TeHaT do A, A
TS g ar AfaRTT &t F vowradiv & Tgd d= H THTGAT W) TAT FHI I

The AFSPA was withdrawn from the limits of all valley police stations between April
1, 2022, and April 1, 2023, amid an improved security situation.

1 3rder 2022 F 1 3rdter 2023 & ey, Y& Yl & YUR & HrRo7, aréY F el gforw gt
Y W3 @ TehTHd ger o ara |

The “disturbed area” notification for the hill districts in Manipur has been
periodically extended, with the last one issued on September 26, 2024.

AT & vers! forat & fArw  srerier &b Jrferqaen ! aw7g-9a7 o qorm =y ¢, foraat
3ifasr arfargaeT 26 RAdeR 2024 Ft Sl iy 18 Y|

The Ministry reviewed the scope of AFSPA in Assam, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, and Manipur at a multi-agency meeting on Wednesday.

AR I U Tg-Toid d6 H, FATT o WA, AVMMeS, eI Feer R AT #
TUGTHIIT & ERIY Y FHIAT H |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 1



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

o ‘“ltis likely that one of the four districts in Assam may be de-notified under the
AFSPA,” said the official.

"FHTT @ B 3 & IR el 7 ¥ ve Y voneadie F FE R o gwar g, 3R

o g

e The 1958 law gives powers to the Army and Central Armed Police Forces deployed in
“disturbed areas” to kill anyone acting in contravention of law, arrest and search
any premises without a warrant, and grants protection from prosecution and legal
suits without the Union government’s sanction.

1958 T el 3rerict &4 3 Aefrcd elr 3R Felrr wwerew gforw aat =1 el s safera =
ARA, AR w3 3 e are Rt oft aRes 1 qomelt ae A afFa Sar g, @ e 3

India, Brazil
could play key
role in climate
talks: Lago

GS Paper lll:
Environment
NEW DELHI

President-Designate of the
upcoming climate talks in
Brazil Andre Lago said this
was a time when develop-
ing countries, including In-
dia and Brazil, could play a
greater role in shaping the
conversation around cli-
mate change.

“The challenge always
has been that it is more dif-
ficult to get money for
adaptation than mitigation
because it was seen to be-
nefit the developing coun-
tries, India and Brazil, for
example, as well as the do-
nor country. In adaption,
the benefit for the donor
country wasn’t so clear.
However, now adaptation
is being framed as a way
that can influence migra-
tion. Mitigation looks hazy.
So adaption and mitigation
are moving closer to one
another and the closer
they are, the more resourc-
es can flow for both,” Mr.
Lago said at a press confe-
rence here on Thursday.

Y TR $1 AT & R e 3 Fegeh Anval & gRam vere i ¢ |

India, Brazil could play key role in climate talks:
Lago

STerdry ATt & SR 3R FTolier e s s weha
g dman

President-Designate of the upcoming climate talks in

Brazil, Andre Lago, said this was a time when developing
countries, including India and Brazil, could play a greater
role in shaping the conversation around climate change.

STSier # B aTelY JMATTHY STArATy ATATHT & AT reat, 3
AT, et fF I8 X1 GHY § o9 a1 3N el S Rerde
&er STerary gRader a3 T4t Y IMHR A 7 3rgw syfAe fem
FHa g

3 The challenge has always been that it is more difficult to get money
for adaptation than mitigation, because it was seen to benefit developing
countries like India and Brazil, as well as the donor country.

FHEIT §AAT I8 W ¢ Iregaerer (Tsieeers) & fAw erer wrea 3 aerer
(FafeArere) it gorem 31T et giar ¥, 7T 38 wRa 3R afier S
raeiier gt 37R grar 39 & forv SmsTeTIes AT ST AT

. In adaptation, the benefit for the donor country wasn'’t as clear.
However, now adaptation is being framed as a way to influence migration.

IeTHeleT (USTCRAeT) H, STT 2T FY fATeT ATelT w18y ¥ AGT UT| FTelifeh, 37 54
YaTH (ATSAL) Y THIRAT I & ek & & H QT ST W@ &
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o Mitigation looks hazy, and adaptation and mitigation are moving closer to each

other. The closer they are, the more resources can flow for both, Mr. Lago said at a

press conference on Thursday.

ereret (FAfearerer) i Reufay srease orer W 7, 3R areyaeret 3 2reet 319 TF-q@Y F F09 3T

@ ¥ forae e & 0« 29, 309 &) 3rfs game St & T sueew @Y gwa &, A
AN & TEAR FY TF G Flewvd 7 FeT|

The TB crisis and women: why gender
issues matters more than ever

Gender differences and inequalities play a critical role in how people access and receive TB-related services in the public and private sectors, in India. Women find
themselves squeezed between their roles at home and at work. It takes time, prolonged care and money to treat TB and many women have neither

S Paper lll: S&T

WORLD TB DAY

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

‘ ‘ was 24 when I was diagnosed

with MDR-TB. The two-years

spent in recovery, from 2021
t0 2023, was a time when

COVID-19 made even the smallest task a
logistics nightmare. However, with help
from my parents and medical staff,
sustained treatment and care was
possible,” says Akshata Acharya, an
MDR-TB survivor from Maharashtra.
“Butit wasn't logistics or access to
treatment and good nutrition that was a
challenge; for me, hurdles came in the
form of my skin discoloration and
becoming physically weak, which made
going out an impossible task — it was the
mental toll that eclipsed my life. Negative
comments about my changed physical
appearance, and advice from a grassroots
healthcare worker to keep the disease
‘hidden’ opened my eyes to the
discrimination and disparities that the
disease brings along.”

Ms. Acharya adds, “As an actor, writer,
and director, TB took away two years of
my life. But then, I was more fortunate
than some other TB patients. I remember
a woman who, after being diagnosed with
TB, was sacked from her job (she worked
as a house help); also, her family
abandoned her. TB. I learnt it can be very
isolating and more so if you are a
woman.”

Under-diagnosis, finances
Sadly, Ms. Acharya’s is not an isolated or
stray case. Gender differences and
inequalities play a critical role in how
people access and receive TB-related
services in the public and private sectors
in India. The Union Health Ministry’s
India TB Report 2023 indicates that men
are more affected by TB compared to
women. This higher risk of men
developing TB could be attributed to risk
factors including smoking and the use of
intravenous drugs. Also, men are more
likely to be in occupations that expose
them to TB, such as mining, quarrying,
metals, and construction industries.
However, in India, women face challenges
such as underdiagnosis and financial
barriers to accessing treatment.
Arecently published paper titled
‘Women and tuberculosis care in India: a
scoping review’ notes that while the
variables that impacted women in the
past, particularly gender roles and norms,
seem to be waning over time, they cannot
be ignored in the present. The focus that
the government of India is placing on
gender equity serves as a reminder that

Address
Email Id :

(GS Paper I: Socie
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In India, women face challenges such as under-diagnosis and financial barriers while accessing

only THE HINDU

these problems are still relevant for TB
elimination efforts among women.

The author of the paper, Janmejaya
Samal, explained that studies spanning 20
years (2004 to 2024) were reviewed to
understand the changes, if any, around
women and TB care in India. “The draft
national strategic plan of India for TB
2017-2025 has estimated that about 3
million women would be affected by TB
every year, and TB is one of the top 5
leading causes of death among adult
women globally,” he said. He added that
women in India deal with multiple
hurdles, including stigma, lack of
health-seeking behaviour and poverty,
when it comes to accessing diagnosis,
treatment, and care for TB.
“Normalisation of symptoms, less
prioritisation, and the role of caregiver in
the family put women in a compromised
state and need focused attention. This
situation remains unchanged after
COVID,” added Mr. Samal.

Public health specialist Chapal Mehra
notes that at the grassroots level, women
have multi-layered problems when it
comes to accessing medical care. “Across
India there are multiple cases of women
being abandoned when diagnosed with
TB; there are cases of symptoms not
being attended to and the condition being
allowed to worsen; women also are prone
to stopping treatment mid-way when they
feel that symptoms have waned,” he said.

Speaking about the plight of women
who do manage to access diagnosis and
treatment, Mr. Mehra said that if society
and family do not accept and support
women diagnosed with TB, they are
unlikely to disclose the condition. “Many
suffer, knowing that disclosing the disease

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

An estimated 331,000 ths
occurred due to TB in 2022
100,000 population. India
accounts for a significant portion
of the world’s TB cases, with 27%
of the global incidence. Also,
2.5% of new cases and 13% of
previously treated cases are
estimated to be drug-resistant
and 2% of patients are estimated
to be HIV positive

would result in a loss of income. The
pressure of housework and little social
support are the two major hurdles that
we often witness. We have also seen that
when women lose their partners to TB,
families often abandon them, and they
are also plagued by the fear of passing on
the disease to their children,” he added.
NGOs working in this field say that
Centre and states must ensure that benefit
schemes are implemented in a robust
manner with essential medicines and
nutritional support reaching the poorest.

India’s targets

India has set itself a target of eliminating
TB by 2025. An estimated 331,000 deaths
occurred due to TB in 2022, representing
23 deaths per 100,000 population. India
accounts for a significant portion of the
world’s TB cases, with 27% of the global
incidence. Also, 2.5% of new cases and
13% of previously treated cases are
estimated to be drug-resistant TB (DR-TB),
and approximately 2% of TB patients are
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estimated to be HIV positive.

In 2020, the Revised National
‘Tuberculosis Control Programme
(RNTCP) was renamed the National TB
Elimination Program (NTEP) to
emphasise the resolve of the government
of India to eliminate TB in India by 2025,
five years ahead of the global targets of
2030. The Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) targets regarding TB (baseline
2015) include an 80% reduction in
incidence. The NTEP focuses on early
detection, effective treatment, and
prevention. The Union Health Ministry
runs targeted programmes for
elimination, including Nikshay Poshan
Yojana, under which it provides a direct
benefit transfer of ¥1,000 each month to
TB patients for the entire duration of their
treatment, and the Pradhan Mantri TB
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan, a first-of-its-kind
initiative to provide additional nutritional
support to those on TB treatment,
through contributions from the
community, including individuals and
organisations. Meanwhile, the India TB
Report 2023 notes that for the
government, prevention is one of the four
critical pillars of India’s fight against TB.

“India is running several initiatives,
including identifying technical and
administrative challenges faced by
states/UT and providing course
correction, introducing direct benefit
transfer to beneficiary accounts,
partnerships for private sector
engagement and advocacy,
communication and social mobilisation,
including community engagement to
tackle TB,” said a senior Health Ministry
official.

bindu.p@thehindu.co.in

THE GIST

Post treatment women face
the challenge of skin
discoloration and weakness,
which makes a return to a
routine very difficult. ‘It was
the mental toll that eclipsed
my life. Negative comments
about my appearance
exposed me to the
discrimination that the
disease brings with it’

v

Women in India deal with
multiple hurdles, including
stigma, lack of health-seeking
behaviour and poverty.
‘Normalisation of symptoms,
less prioritisation, and the role
of caregiver in the family put
women in a compromised
state’

w

‘Across India there are
multiple cases of women
being abandoned when
diagnosed with TB; there are
cases of symptoms not being
attended to and the condition
being allowed to worsen;
women also are prone to
stopping treatment midway
when they feel that
symptoms have waned’
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The TB crisis and women: why gender issues matter more
than ever

&t T i ARy FRiaT we a7y TEer & STET Ageaqy i §

Gender differences and inequalities play a critical role in how people
access and receive TB-related services in India's public and private
sectors.

forer 8ig 31 AT 57 a1 A Ayt AT feTeh § 7 Aer sRa &
Ardefore 3T st el F St @ wa i dansit aw ¢ agaa 8

Women struggle between their roles at home and work, making TB treatment
challenging, as it requires time, prolonged care, and money—resources many
women lack.

AT 377et 5 3 F1o A DAl & dg gad w<t § e &6t 1 garer aRwa &
ST § FiTh 3T A, fATav a@sirer 31X 4 61 3aThdr gl §, S s A3 &
q1g AT gidrl

Akshata Acharya, an MDR-TB survivor from Maharashtra, described her two-year
recovery (2021-2023) during COVID-19 as extremely difficult.

IETAT AT, AFRISE Y Ueh THASIIR-ENET FATSaR, oF AT foh $1AS-19 & gRIeT (2021-
2023) &Y |Tel FT SelTT 3eoh ToIU I8G hideT AT|

While she had medical and parental support, she struggled with skin discoloration,
weakness, and mental distress due to societal discrimination.

gt 3o RSP 3 TRERe g#7d+ AT, AfersT 3egi cadr & 9T & 9619,
mﬂwmmwmw,mmﬁamaswgm

Another TB patient lost her job as a house help, and her family abandoned her,
showing the social stigma and isolation associated with the disease.

Teh 377 At Aot Y e Herah Y AR & fAehrer f7m o, 3k aRaw & st 3@ @l
fm, Tora@ Qo1 & 573 AenfaF Feis 3R Irerama 1 g el |

India TB Report 2023 indicates that men are more affected by TB than women,
mainly due to smoking, drug use, and occupational exposure in mining, quarrying,
and construction industries.

o &l R 2023 & 38R, AfFeait i oo 7 gow srfew wonfaa gha &, s
HROT (AT, wefiel ganait F1 39T 3R @ote, @ 3 fAATor &= & w1 R

Despite this, women face greater challenges in diagnosis and financial access to
treatment due to societal norms.
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$HF dTao[g, Afgensit Y et it vgarer 3R Rl geraar 7 it wfSarsat & amwen
AT IS &, FiTeh WTATTSIS IV 3¢ T fad Xl § |

India’s targets
R & J8T

e India aims to eliminate TB by 2025.
TR FT a8 2025 doh el Y TATCH HIAT &1

e An estimated 331,000 deaths occurred due to TB in 2022, representing 23 deaths per
100,000 population.

2022 # &t § AT 3,31,000 Ak g8, S 9fd 1 oG STerwEar W 23 Al & S §

e India accounts for 27% of global TB cases, making it a significant contributor to the
world’s TB burden.

HRA 3RgH St AT T 27% owwr @ @, (5w e gfaan 7 daft &1 v wopw
IRIGIASAT ST ST ¢

o 2.5% of new cases and 13% of previously treated cases are estimated to be drug-
resistant TB (DR-TB).

2.5% T ATHAW 31T 13% g ¥ Sorer fhT T AT g 1RATEe At (DR-TB) &1 T
AT B

e Approximately 2% of TB patients are HIV positive.
IS 2% Y A w3 gifafea &1

e In 2020, the Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme (RNTCP) was

renamed as the National TB Elimination Program (NTEP) to emphasize India’s
commitment to eliminating TB by 2025, five years ahead of the global target of 2030.

2020 &, AT ISET &7 W3 fAIAUT FRIFHA (RNTCP) T ATH Seeleh IS et
IHeo FIAGH (NTEP) T@T 3T, clieh HRT FIHR Y 2025 dah Sl eaele hr Hfcragerar

T SATAT ST Heh, it ARFF &7 2030 ¥ Ui W Ug 2l

e The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) target for TB includes an 80%
reduction in incidence (baseline 2015).

A & AT gad A a8 (SDG) T 987 2015 F ATYR a9 & 80% ATHdAT H FHY FHIAT
gl

e NTEP focuses on:

NTEP farafaf@a wHRa &

o Early detection of TB cases.
« O ATHGAT Y Fog TgA|

o Effective treatment to ensure complete recovery.
- gyt FaEy g F e gard 3wER|

o Prevention through better awareness and control measures.

« A ARTERAT AT FAT=0T IUTET & ATEIH ¥ AHATHA|
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e Key Government Initiatives:
TG TSR g

o Nikshay Poshan Yojana: Provides ¥1,000 per month to TB patients for the
entire duration of their treatment through direct benefit transfer (DBT).

- foreTr Qo A et ARSI gt i gl 3raf F e €1,000 v A

T TETIT SIRFE afAfthe TABT (DB T) & ATCIH & UeTeT hl STl g

o Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyan: A first-of-its-kind initiative to

provide additional nutritional support to TB patients through community
contributions from individuals and organizations.

- TS At AFT AR FHATET: TS, SAfFaAl AR WIrSAl F ArErT S
ATee O Al AT @Y srfafar drwor wETrar vere ae i gee s
I& |

e According to the India TB Report 2023, prevention is one of the four critical pillars of
India’s fight against TB.

AR At Rl 2023 & 37AR, FUTH AR 1 et & 7318 F IR Ageaqor FasHi 7 & T
gl

e A senior Health Ministry official stated that India is implementing several key
initiatives, including:
TF RS FARLT AAET ATAFRY 7 a4 & AR F§ Ageaqor 5o T @1 ¢, et
A &
o ldentifying technical and administrative challenges faced by states/UTs and
providing solutions.

« TSI/ Y& SART HIHAT Y AT qTelt daheitehy 3T Temafas

aAMerat Y qgeer AT IR FATET TeToT HeAT|
o Introducing direct benefit transfer (DBT) to beneficiary accounts for financial
aid.
- et @rat 7 faher werrar & forw gerat wmer 3o (DBT) % FET|
o Partnerships for private sector engagement in TB elimination efforts.
- Ot 3T yarat 7 s &7 i smfier ¥ foe wsed
o Advocacy, communication, and social mobilization through community
engagement.

- AT Y ATEiEY & AR § YOR, TR, 3R wnnfo afaeferan
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TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Miss World 2025 in Telangana to cost ¥54 crore; to be
split between State, Miss World Limited

a9 F AT o8 2025 F AR 54 FAT; T IR A
ges fafaes & i gl wr=

2. Al Appu to Tutor Children in India
HR 7 Fedl & TIET FHII TIHTS 30]

Miss World 2025 in Telangana
to cost 354 crore; to be split

between State, Miss World Limited

PCS
i umar Sin

HYDERABAD

Telangana is set to become
the global stage for beauty
and culture as the State
prepares to host the 72nd
edition of the Miss World
pageant between May 7
and 31. The event will see
contestants from 140 coun-
tries competing for the
prestigious title, marking a
significant moment for the
State, which aims to show-
case its rich cultural herit-
age and global ambitions.
The total expenditure
for the event is estimated
at 354 crore, with costs be-
ing equally shared bet-

The 72nd Miss World pageant will be held in Telangana between
May 7 and 31. NAGARA GOPAL

ween the Telangana Tou-
rism Department and Miss
World Limited. Telanga-
na’s 327 crore contribution
will primarily come from
sponsorships, Tourism Mi-

nister Jupally Krishna Rao
said at a press conference
at Tourism Plaza Hotel in
Hyderabad on Thursday.
He hailed the occasion
as amilestone for the State.

Miss World 2025 in
Telangana to cost
¥54 crore; to be split
between State, Miss
World Limited

de T A AT a2
2025 &Y A1eTd T54
T, U i Aw
des A & &=

gIefY |

Telangana is set to
become the global
stage for beauty and
culture as the State
prepares to host the

72nd edition of the Miss World pageant between May 7 and 31.
e Hied 3R TEHia w1 ARG A7 g9 F v FAR §, FiF v R
ges Ui Aar & 728 HEHI0T H Al 7 ¥ 31 7S F T F JT @R
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The event will see contestants from 140 countries competing for the prestigious title,
marking a significant moment for the State, which aims to showcase its rich cultural
heritage and global ambitions.

9 A H 140 it Fr gfaareh yfafed ae & v gfarayt #3Eh, 3 g & fov
Teh #gcAT &T9T G191, STgT a8 3191 WHGH WiEFfas farwd 3 dRaw mgcarsiansit 1
9& TR AT T B

The total expenditure for the event is estimated at ¥54 crore, with costs being equally

shared between the Telangana Tourism Department and Miss World Limited.

S ITAISTeT hl Fel ATT T54 FAF 37hT 1S B, T e detanar wdea fsmr 3k B
ges faffes & drg gae & F [eanfaa g

e Telangana’s ¥27 crore contribution will primarily come from sponsorships, Tourism
Minister Jupally Krishna Rao said at a press conference at Tourism Plaza Hotel in
Hyderabad on Thursday.

QAT T 227 FAUZ FT ARG HET T T WRANSTT (FATafAT) I 37T, gdesT FA
Teqee! FEOI TG o FAR HY SEIE1G & SRSH TaTalT gIeed H AT Teh U hicthd H

e |

 He hailed the occasion as a milestone for the State.

37ie 38 AT HI T & fAT e Ageaqul 3qafeyr g
Al Appu to tutor
children in India

PCS |

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Rocket Learning, a Benga-
luru-based ed-tech non-
profit organisation, with
support from Google.org,
the philanthropic arm of
Google, has introduced
Appu, an Al tutor for per-
sonalised learning for chil-
dren in the age group of 3
to 6 years in India.
According to Rocket
Learning, Appu, which
was built with a $1.5 mil-
lion grant from Google-
.org, is being piloted by
thousands of children and
is expected to reach 50
million families by 2030,
including government-run
Anganwadi centres and
pre-schools nationwide.
Vishal Sunil, Co-Foun-

Vishal Sunil at the launch of
Appu on Wednesday.

der and CTO, Rocket
Learning, said, “Appu is
the future of learning. With
85% of brain development
happening by age six, early
childhood education is the
next frontier in human
capital. Appu is designed
to elevate India’s IQ, maxi-
mise its demographic divi-
dend, and bridge the Al di-
vide.”

Al Appu to Tutor Children in India
HR 7 Fedl B TIET FWI TIHTE 3707

Rocket Learning, a Bengaluru-based ed-
tech non-profit organization, has
launched Appu, an Al tutor for
personalized learning for children aged 3
to 6 years.

Afeter & U3 TP 3roq Al fRaT, T3 A 6
a¥ it 31 F T & fow safFaera fram
YETeT I

. Google.org, the philanthropic arm of Google,
has provided a $1.5 million grant for the development
of Appu.

Google.org, Sit Google &Y TRIIHRY em@T &, = $1.5
TATerIeT 1 3reTerer S 3roq & s & gErIar I & |
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e Appu is currently being piloted by thousands of children and aims to reach 50
million families by 2030, including government-run Anganwadi centres and pre-
schools.

3o FAATT H FIRT Fea G@RT THETOT F T 7 39T fBFaA7 317 @7 & 31N 2030 dF 5 F03
TRERT T Tga 1 6T WA §, fores avaY anererarst F 3 or-wqer o enfdrer €

e Vishal Sunil, Co-Founder and CTO of Rocket Learning, said that 85% of brain
development happens by age six, making early childhood education crucial.

e afeter & g-weamas 3 A Rerer Foler 1 g1 i 6 a8 hir 317 7% 85%
AEasH H1 fawra gY Siran ¥, Foraey Ry Ry sreara #gcaqor a1 sime 81

e He added that Appu is designed to enhance India's 1Q, maximize its demographic
dividend, and bridge the Al divide.

3egiet I Y gt foh Iroq TR Y SigfarTF areraT Y o, TAWITRIRIT aner HY fwas
F 3R T3ME e Y FH F & e Bomse Far
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