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1. Neja Mela disallowed, Muslims now seek nod for
‘Sadbhavana Mela’

AT AT TG, T HAITAH THGT A "HSHTGAT AT hY AT AT

2 Litterateurs protest against the ‘omission’ of Bengali from
Sahitya Akademi Award this year

HIEeT FFIEH [EPR A FamTell FIfee A Iraedl’ w wfgcasri
T farer
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3.Past as a prelude: Nagpur riots saw the use of a medieval
trope to polarise people

3rclter Y gTeTeh: ATTYR ST A AW Y elFor e & faw
TEgHhTele Tgt ST 3TATer fhar

4. A regional divide in blue-collar worker migration from India
HRA § sef- e HfART & varw 7 &= Raara

5. Cabinet approves ¥4,500-crore greenfield highway to boost
connectivity of INPA Port

Ffaac o ATTNT 9 H FATFAE To= F AT 4,500 FNS A

Hfierhres gr$a TSt #Y Jsr 4
6.Paramilitary strikes kill 50 in Sudan’s Khartoum in one
week

B F WA A ATATAF g7l A v FedTg J 50 9T AR M0

7.Rwanda, DRC Presidents hold surprise ceasefire talks in
Qatar

TareT 3T 3T & Teeafaat A Fav & rvcafa Fasfe ardat
A

8.Turkiye detains Istanbul Mayor, President Erdogan’s main
rival

qehl o SEATgel & AT AT Tsgafar vefamet & A&7 wfagagdr #
fetraa & foram

9. ElI Nifio or La Nifia? Murky pattern of temperature keeps
confusion alive

Tl AT IT T AVAT? m%mﬁzﬁ#aﬁrg%maﬁ
eufa
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Neja Mela disallowed,
Muslims now seek nod
for ‘Sadbhavana Mela’

[GS Paper I: History |

The Hindu Bureau
LUCKNOW

Days after the district ad-
ministration in Sambhal
disallowed holding of the
annual Neja Mela, a village
head in the district has
sought permission from
the administration to or-
ganise a ‘Sadbhavana Mela
(harmony fair)’ on March
25-26.

The Neja Mela has been
cancelled after the local
administration denied per-
mission on the grounds of
its reported association
with a historical figure ac-
cused of participating in
the plunder of the Som-
nath Temple.

Linking the event to Ma-
sud Ghazi, the nephew of
11th-century invader Mah-

The Neja Mela is
reportedly associated

with a historical
figure accused of
plundering the
Somnath Temple.

mud Ghazni, the local Ad-
ditional Superintendent of
Police (ASP) had called the
fair “anti-national” and
inappropriate.

Local police conducted
flag marches in the area on
Wednesday and deployed
additional forces to main-
tain order in Sambhal. The
western U.P. town has re-
mained in the spotlight
since November 24, when
violence occurred during
the survey of a mosque re-
sulting in the deaths of five
persons.

Neja Mela disallowed,
Muslims now seek nod for
‘Sadbhavana Mela’

AT AT GG, 3T AT
THET o "HEHTaT AT HI
At AN

Days after the district
administration in Sambhal
disallowed the annual Neja
Mela, a village head has sought
permission to organize a
‘Sadbhavana Mela (harmony
fair)’ on March 25-26.

Forer forer & werrHer gany a1
Al A AT HFATT TEG A F F6
=t 91, U AT T A 25-26
AT F TGHTGAT AT TN
o Y JrgAfa A
. The Neja Mela was cancelled
because the local administration denied
permission, citing its association with a

historical figure accused of participating
in the plunder of the Somnath Temple.

IRITHA S8 WA HIEI ¢ # A veh Wagriaeh cafed A ST @1 H1 garel & g0
AT &1 F geAhR T feram|

e The event was linked to Masud Ghazi, the nephew of 11th-century invader
Mahmud Ghazni. The local Additional Superintendent of Police (ASP) called the
fair “anti-national” and inappropriate.
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3 AT HT 114t eraTedl F HTHAVIHRY HEHG otall & cllar HYG Mol § ST 47|
T 3R gferw srefiars (ASP) & A 1 " wegfael 3k R sam)

e Local police conducted flag marches on Wednesday and deployed additional
forces in Sambhal to maintain order.

TYTART QAT @ FUAR Y Feler AT A1 3R worer & ArfaRera geam ao dara fve arfen
T STGEUT Tl 2|
e The western U.P. town of Sambhal has remained in the spotlight since November

24, when violence erupted during a mosque survey, leading to the death of five
people.

qfﬁﬁmﬁ%rarr#m&mmmﬁaﬁ?#mgm%,mwnﬁa#ﬁﬂ;a’txﬁ
T ot oS, Toray g et Y #ig @

Mohammad Ghazni
AEHG ISAel

e Mahmud of Ghazni (971-1030 AD) was the first independent ruler of the Ghaznavid
dynasty, reigning from 998 to 1030 AD. He transformed Ghazni (present-day
Afghanistan) into a significant military empire and a cultural hub.

HEAG atell (971-1030 $F) ToiaTd) F & 9ger A ATHF &, Tolegial 998 &
1030 §¥dt O 2T TRAT| 3ogiol IS (AT ITBINTAEAT) T Teh Hgeaqor
V=T AT 3R AREFHias &g deo fear|

Background and Rise to Power
gessfA R war # e

e Bornin 971 AD, Mahmud was the son of Subuktigin, a former Turkish slave who
became the ruler of Ghazni.

971 §Ff H oA, HgHE WIFAIT F YT U, ST Igel JHhT T T 3R a1g A
TS & ATHE T |

o After Subuktigin's death in 997 AD, Mahmud ascended the throne and expanded the
Ghaznavid Empire through numerous military campaigns.

997 §¥dt # WFcINT A FHF F dTe, FeHG - WerdaT TEor fham 3R it
=7 I F Aegw Q ASdr FHT F [{EAR )

Invasions of India
HRT 9T ATHACT
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o Mahmud is renowned for his series of invasions into the Indian subcontinent,
primarily driven by wealth acquisition and spreading Islam.

HEHG U=l IR T HAF AHHAUN & TAT qiley ¢, S &g §7 @ a-gafar

UTed &3a 3N SEATH & THR & 36627 4 U arv 9|
o Between 1000 and 1027 AD, he launched approximately 17 expeditions into India.

1000 & 1027 $Edt & &I, 3o AT 17 IJTAATT 5IRT & fFU|

Attack on Kalinjar Fort (1018 AD)
FHifeoit fher 9T ATHAUT (1018 $F4Y)

e In 1018 AD, Mahmud attacked the Kalinjar Fort, a stronghold in present-day Uttar
Pradesh, India.

1018 ¥t A, AgHE A FiferarR favel T 3MhAUT R, ST AT 3T Y&, HRA
H f&ya

o The fort was under King Vidyadhar of the Chandela dynasty, who successfully
defended it, forcing Mahmud to retreat.

I fhorade 99 & T R & 3l of, fGegle 58 hadgds a4,
o 7gAg A IS gedt W AT 8ol 9sT|

Destruction of the Mahakaleshwar Temple in Ujjain

3ol A AGhTRaT AfeY &1 Aamer

o Frustrated by his failure at Kalinjar, Mahmud turned to Ujjain, a major cultural and
religious center.

Fifoot # FAGA g1 & 916, AGHG of FooieT T 3N T@ haT, T T Ageaqor
wiegfas R enfdie &g o)

o He destroyed the Mahakaleshwar Temple, one of the twelve Jyotirlingas dedicated to
Lord Shiva, causing significant religious upheaval.

3o AGTHTARET HIET T s Y f&T, S ovra N9 F aIrg sAfafeeand O
TR o, forad aisfi enfdtes arenfa der g3

Attack on the Somnath Temple (1025 AD)
FHAATT AfEY 9 ITHAT (1025 §4Y)

e One of Mahmud's most infamous invasions was the sacking of the Somnath Temple in
1025 AD.
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HEHE & WaH FEIAT FHAVI A § Uh IT WHATY ARG H FE, ST 1025 §¥t
H g3l

o Located in Gujarat, the temple was a significant pilgrimage site, known for its
immense wealth and religious importance.

g AT eI A F8Id a1 3R 3R wufar 3R enfiiss Agca & fov yidey o

e Mahmud’s forces looted vast treasures and desecrated the temple, dealing a severe
blow to the region's cultural heritage.

HEHE I Bl o JUR o7 LT 3N ART # ave T &z, owd &7 v
wiepfas fawwa #r iy aifa og

Defeat of King Bhima |

IS AT gUH i WeT

o During the Somnath expedition, Mahmud confronted King Bhima I of the Solanki
dynasty.

WA FRAT & NI, AgAG T [HAT Wy aer & T e gyw q g3

o Despite resistance, Bhima | was defeated, and Mahmud’s forces plundered the
temple, further strengthening his reputation as a formidable invader.

#3 oY & aae[g, Tem sl TH Tied §U, AR FAgAg A A1 o AfeT F
o, fSrad 3uh FeR ArhAvHRY HT ofy 3R Fod &

Results of Ghazni's Invasion

TSI & HTHACN F gROmH

The invasions of Mahmud of Ghazni (971-1030 AD) had profound impacts on the Indian
subcontinent, both culturally and scientifically.

HEHG TSAeT (971-1030 $E) & ATHACI HT HRAT STHETEEIT I TG FoHTa ST, 1Y AREHich
3R dnfas =t Ut & @ )

One of the most notable outcomes was the introduction of the Persian scholar Al-Birani to
India, whose observations and writings provide invaluable insights into the era.

HIH AgeaquT aRUTAT 7 & Teh A7 BRET fag@rer arer-fawet &1 s & 9=, St sraaiea ik
AW 3 7T Y A SRR JeTeT Fd g |
* Al-Biriant was an Indologist.
HA-Tawell T ARANT reqIaFar (SdAaEe) I
Al-Birunt's Introduction to India

- F1 9RaT @ IR
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e Accompaniment with Mahmud of Ghazni: Al-Birani, a renowned Persian scholar,
accompanied Mahmud of Ghazni during his invasions into India. This journey allowed
him to immerse himself deeply into Indian culture and knowledge systems.

ISl F HEHG & WY ITET: IHol- {98!, Teh TRiGH FRET fagar, #gHg o+ & A_a
3MHAYI & NI 3 AL ATT| $H AT o 3o¢ HRAT FERfer I AT somelt 7 gwré ¥
g T 3w e

o Extended Stay in Varanasi: He resided in Varanasi for approximately ten years,
during which he dedicated himself to studying Sanskrit and Indian scriptures.

aRorH! 7 fAFaRa TarE: I ST §F qut a% GRIOTE! 7 T8, STEl 3ealel HEad 30X
AR TUY FT Ig<T IreqqA FohaT|
Scholarly Contributions

danfaw A

o Kitab al-Hind: Al-Birant authored the comprehensive work "Kitab al-Hind" (The Book
of India), documenting India's religions, philosophies, sciences, and customs. This
text remains a crucial source for understanding medieval Indian society.

fraTe 3re-fég: 3107-fowett ¥ v s I fohane 3ra-Ree (TR &1 oY) foran, foras
R & a3, o, et 3 AfY-Rar=t o1 faazor fear 2 &1 78 77y Avgsea saRdT
mﬁmmwwmmgm%ﬂ
Other Notable Works:
3T AT TEATT:
o Jawahir al-Jawahir: Focused on the study of minerals.
SRR re-TarfeT: @A & regsr | Hia|
e Al-Qanin al-Mas‘adr: A significant treatise on astronomy.

IA-FIT HA-AHFAY: WA FAAT R U Ageaqor 7|

Observations on Indian Society

AT AT 9T 3rA-fawell & rqelihet

e Scientific Advancement: Al-Birant observed that Indians possessed advanced
scientific knowledge, particularly in mathematics and astronomy.

denfas werfar: 3rar-fowett & 3@ fon IRt & 91 3oaid dferes A1 91, Oy &0 &
aifora 3k @ e #

e Historical Documentation: He noted a lack of historical recording among Indians,
observing that they did not prioritize documenting historical events systematically.

AT SEAANFIT: 3oy 2@ foh ARAT A WMAeTRAF Teamait & Rie w@ar
IR 18T &Y, 3R F Tt Y cqafeyd T A gof FIA HY TATARAT AT &3 &
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e Knowledge Hierarchy: Al-BirGnT commented on the exclusivity of knowledge among
the priestly class, suggesting they were protective and sometimes arrogant about
their scholarly domains.

FATeT Y T T 3TeT-fa&elt o ¢@T foh JTEHor J9F AT 1 fFAaifsr i avg @ 3,
3R 3 3roer Rrg@aryet &t wiErT 3K Fefl-waft sder v 7 wega #a 3
o Caste System and Military Defeats: He analyzed the rigid caste system and posited

that societal divisions might have contributed to vulnerabilities in warfare, leading
to defeats.

S orrelt 31X AT WS 381 FOR AT sTTEAT &7 [F2eivor fomam 3T heT
wrfor st geu & FASNNAT H1 FROT 7 T §, Forwd W g8

Cultural Exchange and Legacy

AR 3mere-verT 3R e

e Sanskrit Appreciation: Al-BirlnT developed a deep appreciation for Sanskrit,
recognizing its richness and complexity.

HEF Y AT - TIEAT o T & 9 163 gerar RwfAa Ay, 3k sah ggfora
STfEerdT Y gg=e|

e Bridging Cultures: Through his writings, he served as a bridge between Islamic and
Indian civilizations, fostering mutual understanding and respect.

TEHIAT Y SANFAT: 3T G oh ATETH I, Iegial gemat AR HRAT Foaanat & i
uF A T H o, forad amaet
o A IR GFATT FI Tem@Er AT
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Neja Mela

« Neja Mela is an annual traditional fair held in Sambhal district, Uttar Pradesh,
in remembrance of Syed Salar Masud Ghazi.

« This fair has cultural and religious significance, attracting a large number of
attendees every year.

e Recently, the administration has imposed a ban on Neja Mela, citing concerns
related to historical sensitivities and public order.

Syed Salar Masud Ghazi (1014-1034 CE)

o Syed Salar Masud Ghazi was the nephew of Mahmud Ghazni and served as one
of his generals.

« He was born in Ajmer, Rajasthan and is believed to have accompanied Ghazni’s
invasions of India.

e According to historical sources, he led military campaigns in North India,
particularly in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.

o He was defeated and killed by King Suheldev of Shravasti in the Battle of
Bahraich (1034 CE).

« Over time, his grave in Bahraich, Uttar Pradesh, became a site of religious
reverence.
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Litterateurs
‘omission’ of
Sahitya Akad

!GS Pager I: A&C

KOLKATA

The omission of Bengali lit-
erature in the 2024 Sahitya
Akademi Award has stirred
up a controversy in West
Bengal’s literary circles.
This is the first time the
prestigious award has ex-
cluded Bengali literary
works and writers in the
last 52 years.

On March 8 this year, 23
recipients from regional
language categories were
given the award for 2024 at
a ceremony in New Delhi.

However, questions have
been raised on why Bengali
was omitted from the list
for 2024. The Akademi Ex-
ecutive Board cited “techni-
cal issues” for the omission.

However, according to

sources, one of the three
voting members of the jury
committee tasked to decide
the Bengali language awar-
dee had stepped down at
the penultimate moment,
leading to an indefinite
postponement of the deci-
sion. The reason for their
withdrawal is not known
and has led to widespread
speculation in the literary
circles.

On March 15, the State
Committee of the West Ben-
gal Democratic Writers’ Ar-
tists’ Association wrote to
Akademi Secretary K. Sri-
ninvasa Rao demanding
clarification.

“The exclusion... has led
to disappointment, shock
and worry... Bengali had to
be omitted due to a techni-
cal issue... however, the

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

protest against the
Bengali from
emi Award this year

common people have a
right to know about the is-
sues surrounding decisions
of the Akademi,” writers’
body president Pabitra Sar-
kar and general secretary

Rajat Bandopadhyay said in
the letter, penned in
Bengali.

They also raised ques-
tions on whether any Ben-
gali work was nominated at
all, and why no opportuni-
ty was granted to resolve
the “technical issue”.

Meanwhile, journalist
and former member of the
Akademi general council
Anadiranjan Biswas has
filed an application under
the RTI Act, asking ques-
tions and demanding clari-
fication on whether any
Bengali literary work was
nominated at all.

aifefeas wHerT # faarg wsr gt B

e This is the first time in 52 years that Bengali literary works and writers have been
excluded from the prestigious award.

Ig 52 Tt F ugelt aR & o1« damrelt wifefeass Hfat st dwwi w1 30 vfaftsa R &
ST @M I ¢

e On March 8, 2024, 23 recipients from regional language categories were honored at
a ceremony in New Delhi, but Bengali was missing from the list.

8 AT 2024 FT A% el H v TARE A & raT ATt F 23 R{stanat 1 geafaa
fepam aram, ifenet STl Y et & ger & |

o The Sahitya Akademi Executive Board cited “technical issues” as the reason for the
omission.

AT IFcH FRIFA A1F 3 3T ge & NS " dhed1eh! HIROIN" T garel f&2T|

Litterateurs protest
against the ‘omission’
of Bengali from
Sahitya Akademi
Award this year

qifgcd IPIGH! WEHRR
¥ Farrelt ATfgeT T
‘Il U AIfgeaRI
&7 faer

The omission of Bengali
literature from the 2024
Sahitya Akademi Award
has sparked a
controversy in West
Bengal’s literary circles.

2024 & HifgcT AHFIGH
QR & SamTelt |ifgeT
8T @A A 9RGH a9l &
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e According to sources, one of the three jury members for the Bengali award stepped
down at the last moment, leading to an indefinite postponement of the decision.

AT & AR, 9T TERR & fore asifane dier fofieret 7 @ wa sifaer avor & ge aw,
foraa v sifaRaas & fow wafe & )

e The reason for the jury member’s withdrawal is unknown, sparking widespread
speculation in literary circles.

5 vl & geot 1 $ROT 3 €, oS AR e Fogera # sreel awr @Y 7€ &

e On March 15, the West Bengal Democratic Writers’ Artists’ Association wrote to
Akademi Secretary K. Srinivasa Rao, demanding clarification on the issue.

15 AT &I IRGH Fe AR Tged’ Us INfeeeca’ vafAwers o 3w aRa &.
shferare a1 97 for@eht TTsEIFIor it AT S |

e Inthe letter, association president Pabitra Sarkar and general secretary Rajat
Bandopadhyay expressed disappointment, shock, and concern over the exclusion.

g7 &, €9 & regeT gfad §a 3R AT Word STy A 5 961 fFU IH W)
e, 3mara 3l Rar saed

e They questioned whether any Bengali work was nominated at all and why there was
no effort to resolve the “technical issue”.

3egle W%mﬁ;maﬂémﬁmmsﬁggzﬁmmﬁmaﬁ
AT HT AT F41 a7g 1 Fram aram|
e Meanwhile, journalist and former Akademi General Council member Anadiranjan

Biswas has filed an RTI application seeking clarification on whether any Bengali
work was nominated.

33T I, TR AR Wit et AFTHT & IF HeFT IeAfeIare fA¥ard o RTI 3mdgeT
erf@rer o, foras g a1 3 a1 1 samrel e AHAifhd g8 |

Sahitya Akademi Award
AT IFEAT TERR

» The Sahitya Akademi Award is a prestigious literary honour in India.

- AT IFTeAt EHR Rd & v wfalsa afefeas weamer |

« It is annually conferred by the Sahitya Akademi, India‘'s National Academy of Letters.
- 30 WIfEcT AFTEAT, ST HRA 1 TET AIfgfeds FEATE, AT & a¥ vere foman
STl &
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» The award is given to writers of the most outstanding books of literary merit.

- IF EHR waASs wifefeas aoraar arel qeasl & o@sh # fear S gl

» Books published in any of the 22 languages of the 8th Schedule to the Indian
Constitution, as well as in English and Rajasthani, are eligible.

- ¥§ WEPR ARAT FfaerT v gt sreqaet F gefaqer 22 smurat, 3rEsh, iR
TAEATA 7 GHIRAT GEah 1 f&ar Shrelr gl

Establishment and Prize Details
FT9T 3R ERR fRAawor

* The Sahitya Akademi Award was established in 1954.
- W1 rpTesl qIEHR I 9T 1954 H 1 15 |

* The award comprises a plaque and a cash prize of X 1,00,000.

- 3H WEPR H UF FAfed gefest 312 1,00,000 7Fe TR et &1 Sl &

*» The primary objective of the award is to recognise and promote excellence in Indian
writing and acknowledge new literary trends.

- 3H EFN HT HAET 3652 HRAT @ H 3cFsedl 1 AT &l 3N 78
wrfgfeas wqfral &1 semar &g

Selection and Design

I« yfhar 3 R

» The awardees are selected through an annual process covering books published in the
preceding twelve months.

- I% R Raer 12 7t # ywil@a qeasi & fov aiies e s aeas @
aTe fRam ST g

* The plaque awarded by the Sahitya Akademi was designed by Indian filmmaker
Satyajit Ray.

- AIfged FFIEAT garT & S arel Wi gefest 1 fRamser s frew faatar
Fegsild ¥ IR fohar |

» Earlier, the plaque was sometimes made of marble, but this was discontinued due to its
excessive weight.
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- el g YETEHT WIFRAT I §a15 ST 2, Sifchet 31 IR & FROT 38 ¢
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« During the Indo-Pakistan War of 1965, the plaque was substituted with national savings
bonds.

- 1965 F HRA-IFEATT Jeu & N, TURd qeioF & e W T F9a 913
feT T &
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Past as a prelude

Nagpur riots saw the use of a medieval
trope to polarise people

T here is ample empirical evidence that

riots in India are often orchestrated by
vested interests and are not spontaneous
eruptions of social tensions. It would therefore be
inaccurate to attribute the violence in Nagpur,
which left dozens injured, solely to rumour-mon-
gering or impulsive reactions. For days since the
Budget session began on March 3 in Maharashtra,
the ruling right-wing parties have persistently in-
voked the legacy of Mughal emperor Aurangzeb
as a political talking point. That a medieval ruler
remains a recurring subject in contemporary pol-
itical discourse not only highlights the misplaced
priorities of governance but also raises suspi-
cions that these controversies are being deliber-
ately manufactured to distract from pressing live-
lihood issues. The evidence supports this view —
Maharashtra, its rural regions in particular, is
grappling with inflation, farmer suicides, and
economic distress. Yet, instead of addressing
these urgent concerns, the political machinery
appears focused on stoking public discord
through inflammatory rhetoric, manipulating
communal loyalties for electoral gains. These tac-
tics were evident during the recent Assembly
election campaign, where prominent leaders of
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and its allies re-
peatedly invoked Aurangzeb as a campaign issue.
The intent behind this rhetoric was clear: a dog
whistle designed to mobilise the majority com-
munity by casting Muslims as inheritors of a long-
dead ruler’s legacy. Research indicates that riots
are less likely to occur in societies where inter-
faith civic engagement is strong. The fact that
riots erupted in Nagpur — a city with significant
political and historical importance — stands as an
indictment of the ruling establishment, which
claims to represent all communities.
Also, the recent box office success of Chhaava,
a film depicting the historical conflict between
the Marathas under Chhatrapati Sambhaji and
the Mughals under Aurangzeb, has fuelled the
communal discourse. However, Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis’s assertion that the film’s
popularity triggered the unrest is a convenient
deflection — one that absolves the government of
responsibility for fostering an atmosphere of hos-
tility through its recurring rhetoric. For Maha-
rashtra to regain its stature as a leader in compre-
hensive development, its government must shift
focus from divisive narratives to real socio-eco-
nomic challenges. Civil society, too, must push
back against communal forces attempting to ex-
ploit historical figures for cynical political ends.
Only by resisting these polarising tactics can the

State, move towards sennine nrogress.
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Past as a prelude: Nagpur riots saw the
use of a medieval trope to polarise people

3rclier Y el AETYR 3Nt A AT Y Yeliror
A & fOT FegwTea Gest F1 3TAter fFar
=T

There is ample empirical evidence that riots in
India are often orchestrated by vested interests
rather than being spontaneous social tensions.

QTS ]IS+ THIOT & fF SR 7 &9t JrFa< Fardf
dedl garT giaafara @1 8, 7 o oo qara &
AT faEwIe]

eThe Nagpur violence, which left dozens injured, cannot be
attributed solely to rumour-mongering or impulsive reactions.

mw,mmmmg,ﬁmmmaﬁa
gfafransit &1 aRomeT F8 &1 S g

eSince the Budget session began on March 3 in Maharashtra,
ruling right-wing parties have persistently invoked the legacy
of Mughal emperor Aurangzeb as a political talking point.

HERTSE A 3 AT FY IoIC FF YF 81 & 916 ¥, WATGS afaroradt gal
A TIATAR FITe FATE ARG FY Faraed 1 v oo qe8 & &7
# 3o14T|

eThe focus on a medieval ruler in contemporary political

discourse suggests an attempt to distract from real livelihood
issues.

HHSTNT TeTalfaeh Tt & T AETHTa e ATHF I AT Figd
FIAT g 2Tl ¢ o areafas 3mehfaeT & Aeal @ LA srea &7

T R ST T R

eMaharashtra, especially its rural areas, is struggling with
inflation, farmer suicides, and economic distress, yet
politicians are engaged in divisive rhetoric for electoral gains.
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AgRTSE, Ry w9 @ Ao a4t o, AgIn, fRaTe smeAgean3it 3R 3w wHe F o W@
%,ﬁwsﬂna?hﬁﬁgﬂﬁma;mmmm#aﬁgc%l

o During the recent Assembly election campaign, leaders of the BJP and its allies
repeatedly invoked Aurangzeb to mobilize the majority community.

g1 & 7 g Reeas gAra TR F SR, derdt At 3wd wEaieh gel & At @ aR-aR
RSt 7 oIk ohaT T SEHEas Foerd 1 Hafsd R o & |

e Research shows that riots are less likely in societies where interfaith civic
engagement is strong.
HTHUT gRiie § & sret A=t uwt & dra AR e Aoqy Qe d, a8 & g A

HHTGAT HH gl &1
e The eruption of riots in Nagpur, a politically and historically significant city, raises

guestions about the ruling establishment, which claims to represent all
communities.

AT A Ttaiifer 3R Ml w0 & Hecaqu e # &3 srgsal, IAReG STaedT W
HaTe 3311 8, S T 1 Feft woperat &1 wfafafer @1 7 amar w3 21

e The recent box office success of the film ‘Chhaava’, which depicts the conflict
between Chhatrapati Sambhaji and Aurangzeb, has fueled communal discourse.

el & 7 Rl g§ foear ‘orar i sl ifhH o qherd, St oarafa w@simsh iR siRere
& dra g &I g2l €, o WiveTAs 964 $ 3 7HmET &

e Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis’s claim that the film’s popularity triggered the
unrest is seen as a convenient deflection from the government’s role in fostering
communal tensions.

Qmﬁﬁammwm%mﬁaﬂma;mmﬁﬁﬁsﬁw
CART AIYSTRAF TATa dgret Y AR @ T9a HT TF HTHTA dAHT AT S 6T 5|

e [For Maharashtra to regain its stature as a leader in comprehensive development,
the government must shift its focus from divisive narratives to real socio-economic
challenges.

HERTSE HY S Fa1 7 3rvel gfersat araw ua & fw, TR 1 fasmsewsnt fear @
FEHT RS WTHATTS- 3T gatfaal av earer Hfea we g

o Civil society must push back against communal forces that attempt to exploit
historical figures for political gains.

AN FATS & HIYSIAS dldhdl & &Th ST i1 A1, S e safaaal &1
TSI o3 & T AT et T 9ATH FIJ 2

e Only by resisting these polarizing tactics, can the state move towards genuine
progress.

Had 5 RAATSASRT AT T BT F3F &, ToT aafas yerfa 1 3R 9 Thar ¢
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Aurangzeb (1657-1707)
AT (1657-1707)

e Aurangzeb (1657-1707), also known as Alamgir, was the sixth emperor of the
Mughal Empire, ruling from 1658 to 1707.

IRIAT (1657-1707), ToI& TR & ATH @ 1 ST ST &, I FHST F B

AR o, [Segiel 1658 ¥ 1707 deh M ThaT|

o His reign marked a significant departure from the policies of his predecessors,
emphasizing orthodox Islamic principles and expanding the empire to its
greatest territorial extent.

3eTeh AT & 3eTeh qaafcial & SNt & ver o371 dgara fewm, fSae #eex
sETTAS fRAgHTdal W SR 131 3137 3R AHST & 38 G 93 41 ¥R d
g

Religious Policies

enfate Aifaar
e Orthodox Islamic Patronage: Upon ascending the throne, Aurangzeb sought to
enforce strict adherence to Islamic laws. He discontinued practices he deemed
un-Islamic, such as the celebration of the Persian New Year (Nowruz), and
prohibited music and dance at the royal court.

FEeT SEATAS FIRTVT: FHGHT W 3Se & d1G, NI o FEATHT FIefal o T&aA
YTeleT &1 of19] el T HITRIL | Iogiel BIRHT dAaY (FaNeT) S8 BRI &l IR-
SEATTAS HleId §U e Y form 3R AT e & Ffred 3R e 7 yfser o e

e Reimposition of Jizyah Tax: In 1679, Aurangzeb reinstated the Jizyah, a tax
levied on non-Muslims, which had been abolished by his predecessors. This
move was perceived as a step towards Islamic orthodoxy and alienated many
Hindu subjects.

ST HT A geT: Tl 1679 A, 3NFra o SAforar T &1 T & e o, it 3R-
HEAATAT I ST ST A7 3R 5@ 37k qaafciat o garea #3 fam or| 58 @es &t
FEATTAS FEeIAT T 3 Teh A AT a7 3N 368 w3 g Toir aARrer &) 1|

o Destruction of Temples: Aurangzeb ordered the demolition of several Hindu
temples, including prominent ones like the Kashi Vishwanath Temple in
Varanasi and the Keshav Rai Temple in Mathura. These actions were part of his
policy to promote Islam and suppress other religions.

AR #1 eaw: NS F w8 g Al o1 cawa w1 &7 3ncer &z, e armorH
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w1 w1l feaarer AR 3R FYW F1 Fera T AR S vHE AT A A A
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Conflict with Chatrapati Shivaji
oaufa Riarsh & are guy

e Rise of Shivaji: Shivaji Bhonsle, born in 1630, was the son of Shahji Bhonsle
and Jijabai. Under the mentorship of Dadaji Kondadev, he mastered guerrilla
warfare tactics, which became instrumental in his resistance against larger
forces.

frarsht &1 389 1630 & SiwA RarSit s, amesit sirad 3R Sferars & 97 U
aIaTSh HIE8E & ARG ), 37giel ReaAT IS WTAfaar AEi, S I3 gl &
e 3579 Fed # AgcayuT A1 g5 |

e Assassination of Afzal Khan: In 1659, Shivaji employed guerrilla tactics to kill

Afzal Khan, a formidable general of the Bijapur Sultanate, marking a significant
victory that bolstered his reputation.

BTel Wl T §edT: 1659 H, Rarsil A AR Torelifar 7 3727 Y Aoy
Hoded & ATFAAT VAT Ihatel W 1 AR [GAT| TG 37T Uk FAgeaquT St
oY, Torad 3eTehr giasar 3R &I

e Clashes with Mughal Forces: Alarmed by Shivaji's growing power, Aurangzeb
dispatched his maternal uncle, Shaista Khan, to subdue him. In a daring raid in
1663, Shivaji attacked Shaista Khan's quarters, injuring him and killing his son.

HITS Vel & AT T34 RIATSH T Tl ATehel T @Y IHRITSAT 7 3791 ATAT,
ATSEAT T I HSIT dTfch dg TRAATSIl il GaT Th| 1663 H Teh ATG D gt H, farsir
Y ATSEAT I & fART W g7 foha, TSad AsTdT @1 g1 §) 747 311 3T deT

HRT 11|

o Treaty of Purandar (1665): Faced with mounting Mughal pressure, Shivaji
signed the Treaty of Purandar in 1665 with Raja Jai Singh | of Amber, a Mughal
commander. As per the treaty, Shivaji ceded 23 out of 35 forts to the Mughals
and agreed to serve as a vassal.

qLeX Afer (1665): HIAT F 6 &A1 o HROT, RIaTSl o1 1665 H I & Tl 51T
g wuet (S v Aol QAraf &) & @ qieT B WY w1 gEanr Ful e Ef S
e, Rrarsht & et 35 el A 23 ek Fparelt Y wiT e 3R Ferel & refie
W AT STATS |

e Escape from Agra: In 1666, during a visit to Aurangzeb's court in Agra, Shivaji
felt insulted and was placed under house arrest. He orchestrated a daring
escape, concealed in baskets, and returned to the Deccan to resume his
campaigns.
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HIRT W HRTET: 1666 H, STa TS 3T F 3IRT XER & 31T, Y 3¢ HIATAT
HEHH §3T 3N 3¢ IE AoREG Y [T IRAT| Iegiel T WGTAT AT Y Aot
o118, SRRl # Ut 99 A, 3R gftior Ra (gaFe) dlcay 3m9e 31T
a & R

o Coronation and Legacy: Shivaji crowned himself Chatrapati (Emperor) in
1674, establishing the Maratha Empire. His death in 1680 posed a significant
challenge to Aurangzeb, as the Marathas continued their resistance under
leaders like Sambhaji and later Rajaram.

TS 3T RTAa: 1674 &/, Rars & a7 1 oaufa (@a3R) 9 fFar ik
ARTGST VAT T TATIAT | 1680 7 3eTeh! g & a1G, IF JHereia & fow v a3t
Al 57 978, Fifeh ARSIt 7 FaTSht AR a1g ’ TR F Aqfed H werd sy 1@

Annexation of Deccan Sultanates

Fdhel Toded! & e

e Bijapur (1686): Aurangzeb annexed the Bijapur Sultanate in 1686, eliminating a
significant Deccan power and expanding Mughal territory.

HISITYR (1686): 1686 H A F ST WedeTd I FITel WATST # fArar for,

forerd wa wecaqut gl AT AT 81 918 3R #ITel WA i RAFar gam|

e Golconda (1687): In 1687, he captured the Golconda Sultanate, known for its
diamond mines, further consolidating Mughal control over the Deccan.

MAEsT (1687): 1687 A, IRITAT F MAFH3T odaTd W Foall HT {1, ST 301 R
1 @ral & v giees oA S8 gerhe I HIE HT fA770r AR AT g3
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A regional divide in blue-collar worker migration from India

SPATRIOTICIAS

The share of migrants to the Gulf from the southern States has decreased while those from the north and east have remained high

IGS Paper I: Migration

I DATA POINT l

Vignesh Radhakrishnan

he latest data indicate a de-
T cline in the Gulf countries’

share of India’s inward re-
mittances, while contributions
from advanced economies have in-
creased. The data also reveal that
States with a declining share of mi-
grants to the Gulf countries are see-
ing a growing share of India’s in-
ward remittances, while those with
higher migrant outflows to the Gulf
contribute only a minimal-and
further decreasing-share.

These trends have a significant
impact on States such as Bihar, Ut-
tar Pradesh, Rajasthan, and West
Bengal, which have continued to
send large numbers of workers to
the Gulf countries over the past de-
cade. In contrast, States such as Ta-
mil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, and Punjab — histori-
cally major contributors of mi-
grants to Gulf migration — have
seen a considerable decline in the
number of emigrants.

Table 1 shows the country-wise
share of India’s inward remittances
for the years 2016-17 and 2023-24.
The UAE’s share dropped from
26.9% t0 19.2%, Saudi Arabia’s from
11.6% to 6.7%, and Kuwait’s from
6.5% to 3.9%. Conversely, remit-
tances from advanced economies
have increased. The U.S’s share
rose from 22.9% to 27.7%, the U.K’s
from 3.4% to 10.8%, Singapore’s
from 5.5% to 6.6%, and Canada’s
from 3% to 3.8%.

Table 2 presents the State-wise
share of India’s inward remittances
for the years 2016-17 and 2023-24.
The data reveal an increasing share
for States such as Maharashtra,
which rose from 16.7% to 20.5%,
Kerala from 19% to 19.7%, and Ta-
mil Nadu from 8% to 10.4%. In con-
trast, States such as Uttar Pradesh,
which already had a low share of
3.1% in 2016-17, saw a slight decline
to 3% in 2023-24. Similarly, West
Bengal, Rajasthan, and Bihar main-
tained consistently low shares,

ranging between 1% and 3% during
this period.

Table 3 presents the absolute
number of Emigration Clearances
(ECs) issued to workers from va-
rious States across three periods:
2014-16, 2017-20, and 2021-24. ECs
are primarily required by blue-col-
lar workers emigrating from India
to the Gulf for employment. Table
4 provides a State-wise breakdown
of ECs issued as a percentage of In-
dia’s total in the periods. Tables 3
and 4 reveal two distinct patterns
in migration trends. The number of
blue-collar workers emigrating to
the Gulf from southern States has
declined.  Kerala’s  numbers
dropped from over 82,000 in 2014-
16 to 60,000 in 2021-24, Tamil Na-
du’s from 1.3 lakh to 78,000, Telan-
gana’s from 69,000 to 35,000 and
Andhra Pradesh’s from 87,000 to
55,000. Punjab’s reduced from
94,000 to 39,000.

But, migration from northern
and eastern States remained high.
The number of workers from Uttar
Pradesh stayed above 4 lakh in
both periods, while Bihar’s re-
mained over 2 lakh. Although mi-
gration from West Bengal and Ra-
jasthan to the Gulf also declined,
the scale of reduction was smaller
compared to the southern States.

If the State-wise share of ECs is-
sued by India is compared to the
State-wise share of India’s total
electorate, the skew is even more
revealing. The electorate is used as
a proxy for the population. Uttar
Pradesh formed 15.8% of India’s
electorate in 2024 but in the 2021-
24 period, the State formed 34% of
ECs issued. Similarly, Bihar formed
7.9% of the electorate but formed
17.4% of ECs issued.

When analysed together, the ta-
bles raise some critical questions.
Are migrants from southern States
opting for destinations outside the
Gulf, given the relatively lower fi-
nancial returns as suggested by the
declining remittance share? Also,
do workers from Bihar and U.P.
continue to migrate to the Gulf in
bulk despite lower wages due to li-
mited alternative opportunities?

Remittance flows and its implications

The data was taken from the article titled “Changing Dynamics of India’s Remittances - Insights from the Sixth Round of
India’s Remittances Survey”, published in the Reserve Bank of India’s March 2025 bulletin. Electorate data was

sourced from Election Commission of India’s 2024 statistical reports page. Emigration clearances data for the years 2014 to
2020 were taken from the E-migrate portal and for the latest years from a Rajya Sabha Q&A

Table 1: % of India's inward Table 2: % of India’s inward Table 5: % of ECs issued in 2021-24

remittances in 2016-17 and 2023-24 remittances in 2016-17 and 2023-24 vs % of India’s electorate in 2024
Country | 201617 | 202324 m
us. Maharashtra Maharashtra 18 95
UAE Kerala Kerala 4.8 28
UK. 3 108 TN TN 63 6.4
Saudi 116 6.7 Telangana - 8.1 Telangana 2.8 3.4
Singapore 55 6.6 Karnataka 15 T Karnataka 15 5.6
Kuwait 6.5 3.9 AP 4 4.4 AP 44 42
Qatar - 4.1 Delhi NCT 59 43 Delhi NCT 0.4 16
Canada 3 38 Punjab 17 42 Punjab 31 22
Oman 1 25 Gujarat 2.1 3.9 Gujarat 1.0 | 4.9
Australia - 23 U.P. 31 3 U.P. _
Bahrain 0.7 15 Haryana 0.8 2.9 . Haryana 0.3 21
Hong Kong 13 West Bengal 27 23 West Bengal 19 78
Germany 0.6 1 Rajasthan 12 15 Rajasthan 7.0 Ll
Belgium 09 0.4 Bihar 13 13 Bihar 174 19
Malaysia - 0.6 Uttarakhand 0.2 11 Uttarakhand 0.9 09

Table 3: Absolute number of Emigration Clearances issued Table 4: % share of Emigration Clearances issued to

to workers from various States workers from various States
State 2014-16 2017-20 2021-24 State 2014-16 2017-20 2021-24
Maharashtra 30,489 25,561 22,812 Maharashtra 20 21 18
Kerala 82,131 58,799 60,113 Kerala 5.4 49 48
Tamil Nadu 1,37,837 1,04,191 78,528 Tamil Nadu a1 8.7 6.3

69,346 47,067 35,505 4.6 B 28

Karnataka 21,512 16,290 19,242 Karnataka 14 14 15
Andhra Pradesh 87,589 55,141 55,485 Andhra Pradesh 5.8 46 44
Delhi 5,158 4,191 4,999 Delhi NCT 0.3 04 0.4
Punjab 94,706 65,367 39,241 Punjab 6.3 5.5 l 31
Gujarat 13,729 12,762 12,660 Gujarat 0.9 11 1.0
Uttar Pradesh - 3,19,896 Uttar Pradesh 288 268 _
Haryana 5,504 4,719 4,221 Haryana 0.4 0.4 03
West Bengal 1,31,990 1,01,654 98,822 West Bengal 8.7 85 19
Rajasthan 95,356 97,566 87,388 Rajasthan 6.3 8.2 7.0
Bihar 2,11,910 1,97,949 2,17,335 Bihar 14.0 16.6 174
Uttarakhand 9,276 8,397 11,143 Uttarakhand 06 0.7 09

A regional divide in blue-collar worker migration from India

HRA § sef- e HfART F yarw 7 =T e

The share of migrants to the Gulf from southern States has declined,

while those from northern and eastern States have remained high.

sfaroft Tt @ @ 3ot & S arer yarfat F gEar # AREe s §, J9fF

3ot 3R i IS A JarHT 3T T W T GIT R
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« India’s inward remittances from Gulf countries have decreased, while remittances
from advanced economies have increased.

T &Y @I &Y & 9o A9oT (Remittances) H w#Y 3m$ §, ST fAwfaa ot & urea
g 7 &
o States with fewer migrants going to the Gulf are now receiving a larger share of

India’s inward remittances, whereas States with more migrant workers in the Gulf
contribute only a minimal and decreasing share.

ST ¥ @R St A FH AT A @R, 3 39 Ra A ARF Ivoryca FT R
STafen forer Tt & 3O ater @) 7 ST W@ ¥, o 3K g dwor e & @ B

e States like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, and West Bengal continue to send
large numbers of workers to Gulf countries.

R, 3% veer, ToreyTe 3 afvas daner SRy Tro 3refY oY 9t T & sifAe) & @
gt A A @ &
e Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and Punjab, which were historically

major contributors to Gulf migration, have seen a considerable decline in
emigrants.

AfAATg, HT, 3T T, ATt AR G, ST 5ol WIS Farde & 3ot &, 319 @@
varaeT 3 4 fRree 2w @ ¥

o The UAFE’s share of India’s inward remittances fell from 26.9% in 2016-17 to 19.2%
in 2023-24, Saudi Arabia’s from 11.6% to 6.7%, and Kuwait’s from 6.5% to 3.9%.

TS FT HRA HT A 7T UY0T # fFFAT 2016-17 F 26.9% & TEHT 2023-24 7 19.2% &

I mmmnﬁ%#wm%mgﬁam 6.5% | "gEHT 3.9% gl IAT|

o Meanwhile, remittances from advanced economies have risen: U.S. from 22.9% to
27.7%, U.K. from 3.4% to 10.8%, Singapore from 5.5% to 6.6%, and Canada from
3% to 3.8%.

g-aa;%crﬂa,mﬁa&aﬁ#m&wﬁqﬁﬁrgg&aﬁﬁm#zz.g%#wﬂ?%,
I.F. ¥ 3.4% W TgaT 10.8%, FATMIT / 5.5% F TG 6.6%, 3N FeI1sT & 3% § TgaHh

3.8% & IrT|

o Maharashtra’s share of India’s inward remittances increased from 16.7% in 2016-
17 to 20.5% in 2023-24, Kerala from 19% to 19.7%, and Tamil Nadu from 8% to
10.4%.
HERTSE HT R H IY0T FEAT 2016-17 A 16.7% & TgH< 2023-24 H 20.5% &Y 31T, el

FT 19% @ TgHT 19.7%, AR ATAATZ FT 8% F TgaT 10.4% Y a1

o Uttar Pradesh’s share remained low, dropping slightly from 3.1% in 2016-17 to 3%
in 2023-24, while West Bengal, Rajasthan, and Bihar maintained consistently low
shares (between 1% and 3%).
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3T TS &7 fFEAT 2016-17 7 3.1% & GTHT 2023-24 FH 3% I 1T, STt GRTH 91T,

TeEgTe 3R AR HT REAT TIMER 1% F 3% F i 471 @71

Blue-collar worker migration from southern States to the Gulf has declined:
o Kerala: 82,000 (2014-16) — 60,000 (2021-24)

Tamil Nadu: 1.3 lakh — 78,000

Telangana: 69,000 — 35,000

Andhra Pradesh: 87,000 — 55,000

Punjab: 94,000 — 39,000

gTROT TSt @ WS A2t 7 sof-Pior HIAFT T TaTHT TeT §:

o @&el: 82,000 (2014-16) — 60,000 (2021-24)

o dffderg: 1.3 9@ — 78,000

o deeTET: 69,000 — 35,000

o 3T 9&2T: 87,000 — 55,000

o 9GS 94,000 — 39,000

e However, migration from northern and eastern States remained high:
o Uttar Pradesh: Over 4 lakh workers in both periods
o Bihar: Over 2 lakh workers in both periods

afereT 3 3t gt et & waree 3T T 9 T @
o 3R YU: QAT FaftA H 4 g & 30w AR
o fEr: a= sraftat & 2 orw @ 30w sfaw
e Although migration from West Bengal and Rajasthan to the Gulf has also declined,
the reduction is smaller compared to southern States.

afRers darTer 3R erEATer & @S warae 7 $ft Prrae 3$ B, Afdher gf@of wst i gorem
# g8 FA FA W

e Comparison of State-wise Emigration Clearances (ECs) with electorate share
reveals a stark contrast:
o Uttar Pradesh: 15.8% of India’s electorate but 34% of ECs issued (2021-24)
o Bihar: 7.9% of electorate but 17.4% of ECs issued

ST Y AAGTAT F&AT 3 Farder FHfa (ECs) Hr Feorem 7 SR e} a@a Y
e

o IR W R & AdSIan3it & 15.8%, aAfdhe 2021-24 & 34% ECs SR g

o TR Aderansit & 7.9%, et 17.4% ECs Y g

e These trends raise critical questions:
o Are migrants from southern States opting for destinations outside the Gulf
due to lower financial returns?
o Do workers from Bihar and Uttar Pradesh continue migrating to the Gulf
despite lower wages due to limited alternatives?

A T AgeaqUT HATT 35T &

O O O O
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Cabinet approves 34,500-crore
greenfield highway to boost
connectivity of JNPA Port

|GS Paper I: Ports |
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on Wed-
nesday approved the con-
struction of a six-lane ac-
cess-controlled greenfield
high-speed National High-
way to connect JNPA (Jawa-
harlal Nehru Port Authori-
ty) Port (Pagote) with
Chowk (29.219 km) in Mah-
arashtra at an investment of
%4,500 crore.

According to an official
statement, the project will
be developed on build, op-
erate and transfer (BOT)
mode.

“The Cabinet Committee
on Economic  Affairs,
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has ap-
proved the construction of
six-lane access controlled
Greenfield High-Speed Na-
tional Highway starting
from JNPA Port (Pagote) to
Chowk (29.219 km) in Mah-
arashtra,” it said.

The development of
road connecting infrastruc-

The new project is
designed to improve
the logistic efficiency
of connecting JNPA

Port and Navi Mumbai

International Airport

ture to major and minor
ports in India is one of the
main focus areas of inte-
grated infrastructure plan-
ning under PM Gatishakti
National Master Plan princi-
ples, it added.

“With the increasing
container volume at JNPA
and the development of the
Navi Mumbai International
Airport, a need was identi-
fied for augmenting Nation-
al highway connectivity in
the region,” the statement
read.

Currently, it takes 2-3
hours for vehicles to move
from JNPA Port to the arte-
rial Golden Quadrilateral
(GQ) section of NH-48 and
Mumbai-Pune Expressway
due to heavy congestion in
urban areas like Palaspe

Phata, D-Point, Kalamboli
junction, and Panvel.

After the operationalisa-
tion of Navi Mumbai Air-
port in 2025, the need for
direct connectivity is ex-
pected to increase further.

Accordingly, the state-
ment added, this project is
designed to address these
connectivity requirements
and to improve the logistic
efficiency of connecting
JNPA Port and Navi Mumbai
International Airport.

The project alignment
starts at JNPA port (NH 348)
(Pagote village) and ends at
Mumbai-Pune  Highway
(NH-48) while also linking
Mumbai-Pune Expressway
and Mumbai-Goa National
Highway (NH-66).

Two tunnels passing
through Sahayadri are pro-
vided for ease of movement
for commercial vehicles in-
stead of a ghat section in
hilly terrain, ensuring high
speed and ease of move-
ment for large container
trucks.

T TR0 Tt F waret Fa7 Farelir amer & FROT WIS & T3 3+ Acqeat F IoT

F7 g 3 3 TR & AT AT Reweut F FROT w7 a1 & aaeg @& &

Cabinet approves
%4,500-crore greenfield
highway to boost
connectivity of INPA
Port

ST A ATAUT 9IE i
FATFeAd dor9 & fow
¥4,500 HA3 # AThres
g15a IRATSTT Y A
ar

The Union Cabinet
approved the construction
of a six-lane access-
controlled greenfield high-
speed National Highway to
connect JNPA (Jawaharlal
Nehru Port Authority) Port
(Pagote) with Chowk
(29.219 km) in
Maharashtra at an
investment of ¥4,500
crore.

FAT Hfaae A 4,500 FNT & AT F T B o AT Neadhies grE-vlis
TS TSATT & fAaATor 1 Fsl &, St Svadiv (Sraredre Agw 9
IYIREY) NE (IrENe) Y Tl (29.219 fRal), FgRTSE F S|
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e The project will be developed under the Build, Operate, and Transfer (BOT) mode.
g RIS faes, ATRE Us AW (BOT) A3 H AhfAd Fr swwaf|

e The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, approved this highway project.
TUTAH 3¢ ANY Y 3regaTar arel) 3w Al f ARFzNT ¥R (CCEA) A 5w

gISd IR &t FHor &
e The project is part of PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan, focusing on integrated
infrastructure development for major and minor ports.

Ig IR deer aify afF Tedr AR ot & dad 7ET AR B dewmel F fav
T g B & R e §

e With increasing container traffic at JNPA and the upcoming Navi Mumbai
International Airport, the need for better highway connectivity in the region was
identified.

HNTCANT T FEAT AT A & 3 7 Fad IHaRrserT gars 333 & fawma & wroT,
3 &1 # A5 TSTHT FATFeiacl Y AaTHdT AGHH Y TS|

e Currently, it takes 2-3 hours for vehicles to reach the Golden Quadrilateral (GQ)
section of NH-48 and Mumbai-Pune Expressway from JNPA Port, due to heavy

congestion in urban areas like Palaspe Phata, D-Point, Kalamboli Junction, and
Panvel.

TAA H, ATTNT NE & Mz FAIfFereId (GQ) AT NH-48 3T Ha$-qor vravaa
% UgT H 2-3 U §9TQ §, Fifh Ty BreT, S-uige, ool st JR oo Sy
ergdY &Y=t A oY FraTaT TEar

o After the operationalization of Navi Mumbai Airport in 2025, the need for direct
connectivity will increase further.

2025 # 71t HTE §ATS 333 F AT 811 F d1G, TeH&T FAfFe AT Y AaeTwhar AR faw
¢ AU

e The project will improve logistics efficiency by providing better connectivity between
JNPA Port and Navi Mumbai International Airport.

Ig IREISTAT AT 91 3T 7 FaE HaWET gars 3gs F i g} Fafeact gt
FI Al Tecs GaTar # FUr Fai|
e The highway alignment starts at JNPA Port (NH 348) in Pagote village and ends at

NH-48 (Mumbai-Pune Highway), linking Mumbai-Pune Expressway and Mumbai-
Goa National Highway (NH-66).

Ig 189 ATAAIT N (NH 348) F UM M F Y 81FT NH-48 (Fa$-got g1$d) W FaATed
BT, Y HaS-gor varaawa A Has-aar Uy TSrAT (NH-66) § 39|
e Two tunnels passing through the Sahyadri hills will be constructed to ensure high-

speed movement of commercial vehicles, especially large container trucks,
instead of the ghat section.

HEATET TEITSET & I arelt &1 LT 118 SATeett, T ae sqraaniie aresti, ey v & a3
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FE TH T A 3R Gorer amararng) gARaa gt 31 375 a1e dFeet @ g9 71 Ao

Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) Mode
frATor-geTereT-gEarazer (fi3d) Als

e The Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) model is a form of Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) where a private entity receives a concession from the
public sector to finance, design, construct, and operate a facility for a
specified period. After this period, the facility is transferred back to the
public sector.

fAATor-waTe-gEaiaver (@3E) Alsd T YFR I st fan-fasy
smaferdy (i) &, Sae v s g1 ardefas &9 & e,
faage, fAator sk T & Orv ve Rama urea &dr & AuiRa
Iafdr & STg, giawn & Areefas 87 A a9d FAETRT 2 ear Srar

gl

Key Features of BOT Model
i3 Az A Feg FAvaw

o Private Sector Involvement: The private sector handles the project's
financing, construction, and operation during the concession period.

st & i defier): A a7 Rama 3 F i aRaeer &
fRraryor, fAwTer AR 9T Fr GHEET B

e Revenue Generation: The private entity recovers its investment by collecting
user fees, such as tolls, during the concession period.

Tored gora: frsht 518 R safar s et e 51 3ualrsar e
Teha ieh 3Te fader @ aael e g

o Risk Allocation: Risks related to construction, operation, and revenue are
primarily borne by the private sector.

@ 3raee: fasfor, wares AR e @ w@9ftT Shifes geg &9
4 fasht & earT ageT fhv i g
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Historical Context in India
R # Wags ot

o Between 2007 and 2014, the BOT model was predominantly used for highway
construction in India.

2007 31T 2014 & 1T, ARG F TATET FATOrs fow S Afger o
THTAT @ 39T R I A

e However, challenges such as disputes and delays led to a decline in its
popularity post-2014.

grenifen, faamel 3 & sieh gt & HROT2014 F 916 SHhRT
A ar # fRmEe 3ms|

1. Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNPT) — Nhava Sheva

1. STATEIATS alg® UIE TEe (JNPT) — wg1ar Aar

e Location: Situated in Navi Mumbai, JNPT is India's largest container port.

e At Ha$ A 8, INPT HR FT FaH 987 Hieall 91 B

e Significance: It handles over 50% of the country's container cargo and is ranked
28th among global container ports, managing approximately 5.1 million TEUs
(Twenty-Foot Equivalent Units) annually.

AT TE 3 & 50% W HTAF HEaX FEIT T TdTeled HidT ¢ 3R dRTF Feaw deemg!
# 289 T W 8, iy a¥ ofarstar 5.1 Afeasr TEUs (cdé-pe sfFaaele gfaca)
Jeerel e gl

o Facilities: INPT is equipped with state-of-the-art infrastructure and has multiple
terminals operated under the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model, enhancing
efficiency and capacity.

g INPT & amyfas giaard) arar § 3R s6a ardefas-fash smiier (PPP) Atser
¥ ded HaIfad F3 <AeTer §, S G&Tan 3 &THeT &Y Ferd 8 |
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2. Mumbai Port Trust (MbPT)

2. #F$ 9IE TFE (MbPT)

e Location: Located in the heart of Mumbai, MbPT is one of the oldest ports in India.

T H{aE & Fg # BUa, MbPT R & Wa@ [ §e0me! # § 0F ¢

o Significance: It has historically served as a key maritime hub and handles a
diverse range of cargo, including bulk, breakbulk, and liquid commodities.

Hecd: T VMATTRAF T W TF THE WA gk oh T H I Xcll 16T ¢ 3R 41F, dFaes
3R ot aEga wiRa faffieer yepr & arelf o1 yeereT aar g

e Facilities: The port has extensive dockyard facilities, warehouses, and storage
areas, supporting various industrial and commercial activities.

gl 5q deg A faega E\mgﬁwmﬁmm%ﬁﬁfﬁﬁr
it 3k caraERs afafaftat &1 aqda & &

3. Vadhavan Port (Proposed)

3. T qEIE (TEATAd)

e Location: Planned near Dahanu in Maharashtra.
TITA: HERTSE H SgTe] & U1 Faifad g

o Development Plan: In February 2020, the Indian government approved the
development of Vadhavan Port at an estimated cost of ¥65,544.54 crore. The project
aims to position India among the top 10 countries with the largest container ports.

AT AT HIaN 2020 H, HRAT AIRR o I €65,544.54 FUF T 9T T
qYTS FEITE & TAhTE T FHoT &T1 Tg RIS HRA Y AT & 10 @ 73 Feal]
FEINE are et & e FIA 7 T8 IWT B

e Features: Planned to be developed under the landlord model, a Special Purpose
Vehicle (SPV) led by JNPT will oversee the project. Private developers will handle
business operations under the PPP model.
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YAt 53 d5ats Atger & degd A fAd fFar seen| 58 RIS Fr FeRET INPT
EaRT FaATford 3T YA gt (SPV) F¥am| fasht Saaad 38 PPP Afse & ded
gaTferd |

PM Gati Shakti - National Master Plan for Multi-modal
Connectivity

drewr afy ofed - Aedl-Aisa FAFRd & fw Td
HTECY Tellel

e In October 2021, the Prime Minister launched the PM Gati Shakti - National
Master Plan for Multi-modal Connectivity, a digital platform designed to
integrate 16 Ministries, including Railways and Roadways, for coordinated
infrastructure planning and implementation.

Fragat 2021 # gurarest o diewr aify afFa - wed-Asa FafFedd & v
TSI AR T dlled fhaT, ST 16 FHATAT (18 ¥a 3R a5« aftage) &
Thighd el & v v Bfored coewht §, Saw dagar A 3R sRfeaas
A THfead forar 3T o

Vision of PM Gati Shakti
diu afa affa HT IRFegar

e The plan aims to provide integrated and seamless connectivity for the
movement of people, goods, and services across various modes of
transport.

Ig ArateTt ava, aeqat R Janat Hr arengr & v vhgd 3R gaEe
Fofaetadl JaTel ¥t &1 fGar & Fr wh g, S Rffewr aRager am=t &
S gram|

e ltintegrates multiple infrastructure schemes from various Ministries and
State Governments, including Bharatmala, Sagarmala, inland waterways,
dry/land ports, and UDAN, to enhance last-mile connectivity and reduce
travel time.

Ig ArieT e HArerdl 3R AT THRI Y HaAT=AT FISTAT3HT T Tehlpcd
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Ifax 8R fr FafFeRO & serr a1 gF IR IET FAT A FA v o
qh|

Six Pillars of PM Gati Shakti
fioe ofq afFa & o O

Comprehensiveness (cgT9ehdl):

The platform consolidates existing and planned initiatives from various
Ministries and Departments into a centralized portal, allowing each to
access and consider the activities of others during planning and execution.

Ig ToewE faffes Aarerat 3R Rema r Aleg st Ao wwat F oo
FhFd 9T A FATHA AT &, Tad i e deren 3R FrieadaT &
R 3= ferment v ARt Fr&w 3 FHeag F Fohar gl
Prioritization (YrafAsdar fAufor):

Facilitates cross-sectoral interactions, enabling Departments to prioritize
projects effectively.

Ig He-8TT STl 1 ot S §, forady faemmett s af@teransit &
WAfAFAT A & eI Herdr g

Optimization (WHTHT T HeJdheleT):

Assists Ministries in identifying critical gaps and planning projects

accordingly, ensuring the selection of the most efficient routes for goods
transportation in terms of time and cost.

FATOIAT ! AGeaqul HIAAT HT TgaTT e 3N IRASTATIH 1 ANt Falred
# #Aee Xl g, o T 3R dera & Hel A gad FAA AW BN q>GeT
gAY 8 aF|

Synchronization (§H«dd):

Promotes coordinated planning and implementation among individual
Ministries and Departments, reducing delays caused by working in silos.

g gfFdId AFTAT 3R fAsment & g gAfead Ao AR FRTaTd S
derdT ST g, Torad 3eI9T-37el9T HIA YOITell o HRUT gled dTell &I ol dha TohaT
ST Hh|

Analytical (fareaworerAs ieeion):

Provides a comprehensive data repository with GIS-based spatial
planning and analytical tools featuring over 200 layers, offering enhanced
visibility to executing agencies.

g 200 ¥ 3f0%F wal arar GIS-3menRa Turfas Qs 31 [ dvoncA+
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g &Y yerfa

IYFIVN & HIY Ueh A9 ST HSR YeT HdT &, [Had HRileads veifaa
Tl dgaR TIAT Aol gl

Dynamic (3rfarefrerar):

Enables all Ministries and Departments to visualize, review, and monitor

the progress of cross-sectoral projects through the GIS platform, with satellite
imagery offering periodic updates.

TE Tl FFTeral AR RN FF GIS weiew & AreaH § gt fi
yarfer Y @e, welleT w3 IR Fe fr sgafa & &, e e
0T GaT FAY-FAT W HUST 3UIY Bl o

Historical Context and Challenges Addressed

e weet i e fFT arT gerw Ao

Traditionally, infrastructure planning in India suffered from a lack of inter-
departmental coordination, leading to inefficiencies such as newly
constructed roads being dug up for underground cables or pipelines.

IRIRE ®T &, AR H FTEIGAT QAT & FAR-FAATAA GAFaT H FA
¢, [oraa % 9=l WSl 1 AT Fad I UETET MEn F fav @ S
HTGEATT 3ot Bl A

This resulted in public inconvenience and wasteful expenditure.

SH ol U SreTal Y g gl oA 3N IreaIwy @ Fear ol

PM Gati Shakti addresses these issues by institutionalizing holistic
planning, ensuring projects are designed and executed with a common
vision, thereby reducing delays and optimizing resource utilization.

diear aifer afed go7 gt &1 FATee Foer QST F WEET T 3@ &
ATETH ¥ T g, T8 IRIASER1T & gAT TRedor & dgd B3arsa 3R
fasorfee foram sar &, forad &l o el @ 3R wemat 1 wafaw s
giafed g g

Recent Developments

As of February 2025, the PM Gati Shakti plan has facilitated the completion of
multiple infrastructure projects ahead of schedule, demonstrating the
efficacy of integrated planning and execution.

AN 2025 o, Mo 1fd AfFT ST o F3S T TRANSA3T FY
AT @ Tgal U FG H T 6 g, 08 vdhiga Qe s Fsaee
verraelierar arfad g5 gl
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e The seamless coordination between the Ministries of Transport and Urban
Development has led to the expedited completion of urban transit systems
in several metropolitan areas, significantly reducing commuter travel times.

uRags 3t aed e FaeE § AT gesr F7-a9 F FRUT F3 ARG
aﬁﬁamff%mﬁwﬁ#ﬁﬁwgw%,ﬁmﬁﬁ:ﬁ#mm
H 3oad@drT HAT 31S B

OMDOURMAN Paramilitary strikes kill 50
‘Paramilitary strikes kill 50 in in Sudan’s Khartoum in one
Sudan’s Khartoum in one week’ week
S & @A A rdfas
gl H TH TodTg H 50 &r
AR T

Sudan’s paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF) killed at
least 50 people in Khartoum
over the past week as fighting

et Y 2= with the Army for control of the
\ [GS Paper I: World Geography | AP | capital intensifies.

Sudan’s paramilitary Rapid Support Forces killed at least 50 people HETT #T :.H-mq; Q-ﬁg- -\q-cn-é-
o

in Khartoum during the past week, rescuers said, as fighting with

{l

v 2% ewdad 1%

the Army for control of the capital intensifies. The Khartoum m (RS F) C ) ETT“‘:JT # ﬁw
Emergency Response Room also said that 70 people, including 12 . .
volunteers, had been abducted during the past week. AFp ACATE A FH F HH 50 AN hr

&IT Y 4T, FA ToTeIr=l W)
fTHOT FT AFT VAT F T TG A7 @Y 7147 ¥

e The Khartoum Emergency Response Room reported that 70 people, including 12
volunteers, were abducted during the past week.

TH sATeid REdiew T o gara fF Raa wearg & 70 it 7 3ragor i o,
et 12 Taades off anfaer &)
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Turkiye detains Istanbul Mayor,
President Erdogan’s main rival

LGS er: World Geography ‘ T

Turkish police detained Istanbul’s powerful Mayor Ekrem Imamoglu
in connection with two probes into graft and “supporting terror”. He
is President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s main political rival and his
detention came just days before he was to be named the candidate
of the main opposition party CHP in the 2028 presidential polls. AFP

CONTACT: 9971932488

Turkiye detains Istanbul Mayor,
President Erdogan’s main rival

gl o 3EAIger & AT IR wegafa
vefareT & AET wfdgacd! #
ferwa & fan

Turkish police detained Istanbul’s
Mayor Ekrem Imamoglu in

connection with two probes into
graft and “supporting terror”.

qeht gfere F STATGe & AAT THA
SHATHIIS H &SeTaR AR " ITdwarg &
gaYT" ¥ 3 & Al # Rwa &
form|

e He is President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s main political rival, and his detention came
just days before he was to be named the candidate of the main opposition party
CHP for the 2028 presidential elections.

g Tregufa WY A9 wefane & H&T Tsreiifas gfagaeal o, 3R 3o [TRedry 2028 &
Tregafear gomat & e gea faveft g CHP & 37fiqar & w0 7 aifaa fFe o= & 3o Rt

qga §é|
DOHA
Rwanda, DRC Presidents hold

surprise ceasefire talks in Qatar

GS Paper I: World Geography |-
[N
The Presidents of Rwanda and DR Congo have expressed their
support for a ceasefire after holding surprise talks in Qatar, hours
after peace talks in Angola failed. Rwandan leader Paul Kagame and

DRC President Felix Tshisekedi met on Tuesday with Qatar’s Emir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani. AFP

Rwanda, DRC Presidents hold surprise
ceasefire talks in Qatar

IaisT 3 AR & ISeufadi o FaR A
YIRS SR ardar &

The Presidents of Rwanda and the Democratic

Republic of Congo (DRC) supported a ceasefire
.+ after holding surprise talks in Qatar, just hours
after peace talks in Angola failed.

et 3R SRR Rafee 3w wie (rame) &
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e Rwandan President Paul Kagame and DRC President Felix Tshisekedi met on
Tuesday with Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.

GTsT & Isgafer gier FEMA T 3R F Tegufa SfoFw RAF F ATTTaTR F FR &
IHHR AT THA T4 §HE AT ATl { FeATHIT H |
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El Nino or La Nina? Murky pattern of

temperature keeps confusion alive

The unusual pattern of cold SST anomalies to the west of warm SST anomalies in the far east have persisted. In the last few decades, the reverse
pattern — with warm SST anomalies around the dateline and cold SST anomalies around the Galapagos — has been more common

IGS Paper I:
RaghGeograph

t's that time of the year again. India

waits eagerly for the summer

monsoon forecast, tinged with

some anxiety about whether it will
be ‘normal’. The fate of the monsoon also
raises the question of whether 20252026
will be an El Nifio year or a La Nifia year.
Even though only 60% of deficit and
surplus years have historically been
accounted for by El Nifio and La Nifa
events, respectively, they have been
perceived as the harbingers of bad news
or good news about the monsoons.

There have been many headlines over
the last few months claiming the world is
in the grip of a La Nifia. Is this true? Sea
surface temperature (SST) patterns in the
tropical Pacific Ocean have evolved in a
rather unexpected way since early 2024.

Recall that the El Nifio forecasts issued
in early 2023 turned out to be quite
accurate even as the 2023 summer
monsoon was essentially ‘normal’ in
terms of total seasonal rainfall.

Recall also that a normal monsoon
hardly means an even distribution in
space or time. Heavy spells were reported
across many States even as parts of
Karnataka, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh, West
Bengal, and the Northeast registered
shortfalls.

The forecasts at the beginning of 2024
seemed equally confident about a strong
La Nifa for the latter half of 2024. They
appeared to validate the presence of cold
SST anomalies appearing early in the far
eastern tropical Pacific Ocean, which is an
expected early symptom of La Nina.
Strangely, however, the cold SST
anomalies began shifting westward,
towards the international dateline, with
warm SST anomalies appearing in the far
east by early summer 2024.

Anomalies in wind patterns were
equally strange: strong easterly anomalies
blew in the central-western tropical
Pacific even as there were westerly
anomalies in the far eastern tropical
Pacific.

The unusual pattern of cold SST
anomalies to the west of warm SST
anomalies in the far east have persisted to
date. In the last few decades, the reverse
pattern — with warm SST anomalies
around the dateline and cold SST
anomalies around the Galapagos — has
been more common. This pattern has
been called the Dateline EI Nifio or a
Central Pacific El Nifio.

According to our best understanding
thus far, La Nifia events tend to have one
dominant pattern, with cold SST
anomalies in the far eastern to central
tropical Pacific. But El Nifios can have
warm SST anomalies in the east or central
Pacific: these are called El Nifio
“flavours”.

Tropical Pacific SST anomalies
What is driving this strange new pattern
in the tropical Pacific SST anomalies?
Right now, we don’t know. Maybe it is just
a part of the record warm temperatures of
2023 that continued into 2024 and then
2025. Lack of cooling in the far eastern
tropical Pacific does inhibit heat uptake
by the ocean, allowing greenhouse gases
to build up heat in the atmosphere
instead.

There is nonetheless one clue about
the anomalies’ origin. This author was
part of a study published last year that

- o
& y
Lack of cooling in the 1ér eastern tropical Pacifi

reported a natural mode of climate
variability in the southern Pacific Ocean
that drives wind anomalies in the tropical
Pacific - and thus can decide whether the
SST anomalies in the tropical Pacific
during the summer are warm or cool.

Since the El Nifio and the La Nifia both
peak during December of one year into
January and February of the following
year, the transition of this winter state
into the following summer appears to be
determined by the Southern Hemisphere
climate variability, called the ENSO
transition mode (ETM). ‘ENSO’ here is the
El Nifio Southern Oscillation, which
encompasses the warm state of an El Nifio
and the cold state of a La Nina.

The ETM is relevant at present because
it was unfavourable for a transition from
the El Nifio state during the winter of
2023-2024 into a La Nifia state in the
summer of 2024. It is likely the strong La
Nifia that was forecast for 2024 failed to
emerge due to ETM-induced wind
anomalies in the tropical Pacific.

Summer and fall of 2025

Nature is asserting its will again by
creating a confused ENSO state: with
warm SST anomalies in the far eastern
tropical Pacific and cold SST anomalies in
the central-western tropical Pacific.
Forecasts issued in February 2025 for the
rest of this year are also mixed. Some
weather prediction centres have said a La
Nifia will emerge by fall while some

inhibits heat uptake by the ocean, allowing greenhouse gases to build up heat in the

Nature is asserting its will again
with a confused ENSO: warm SST
anomalies in the far eastern
tropical Pacific and cold SST
anomalies in the central-western
tropical Pacific. Forecasts made
in February are mixed. Some
weather centres say a La Nina
will emerge by fall, while some
say it will be a ‘normal’ yes

others have said it will be a ‘normal’ year.
One climate model has even called for a
relatively strong El Nifio.

Where does this leave us in terms of
the monsoon for this year?

The 2023 monsoon was normal despite
the strong El Nifio, attributed to the
emergence of the Indian Ocean Dipole
(I0D) in the fall of 2023. There continues
to be controversy among climate
researchers as to whether the 10D can
influence the monsoon or whether an El
Nifio itself can induce the 10D, easing the
negative impacts on the monsoon.

Note, however, that the El Nifio pattern
itself was slightly unusual during 2023:
the expected cooling in the far western
Pacific was not recorded. Instead, weak
warm SST anomalies were, which were
attributed to a combination of global
warming and the El Nifio.

What combination of all these modes
will play out in the coming months is not

Ly

atmosphere. NAsA

clear yet. So we wail again for the
forecasts to give us clearer clues. As usual,
we must hope for the best and prepare for
the worst. Considering we have not really
managed to explain the levels of warming
seen since the beginning of 2023, the
climate models will continue to struggle
to produce reliable forecasts.

‘The relationship between ENSO and
the monsoon itself has changed in recent
decades. Experts have argued that this
relationship has altered the global belt of
cold and warm temperature anomalies in
the mid-latitudes, related in turn to the
meandering of the jet stream. This
mid-latitude change is in turn affecting
the monsoon as well as the pre-monsoon
cyclones. And the pre-monsoon cyclones
are tinkering with the onset of the
monsoon itself.

So many factors influence a deceptively
simple decision and keep India’s farmers
on edge over their own fortunes. The
State and Union governments can only
hope for more reliable forecasts. The
climate community and the India
Meteorological Department are striving to
meet all their expectations. Then again,
managing expectations is as challenging
as managing the risks from the vagaries of
the monsoon, not to forget the heat waves
that have arrived early this year.

(Raghu Murtugudde is retired professor,
1T Bombay, and emeritus professor,
University of Maryland.
mahatma@umd.edu)
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confusion alive

T A=Y AT o7 A=AT? amm%mwﬂz##aa"rgé%maﬁr
eufa

India eagerly awaits the summer monsoon forecast every year, with
concerns about whether it will be ‘normal’ or not.

HIA & I AT & AT F TATAT $T S0l F SAAR FIT §, I§ A=
gU o 1 9g WA g9 A1 AL

e The 2025-2026 monsoon will depend on whether it is an El Nifio or La Nifia year.
2025-2026 T ATAYA F a1 9 A9 a1 & Ig v Ay ¥ grem an o saw a

e Only 60% of deficit and surplus years have historically been linked to El Nifio and
La Nifia, but they are often seen as indicators of good or bad monsoons.

sfasTa  &ae 60% sreugiee i AT avf g af v AN R AT A PP W,
o 37 TS AT I AGTYA F Thdd o &I H &N STl 8|
e Many reports in recent months claim that the world is experiencing La Nifia, but

SST (Sea Surface Temperature) patterns in the tropical Pacific Ocean have
evolved unexpectedly since early 2024.

T & Al A F§ Ralet F et arar § o gfovar o sa i Rufar & 8, oferer 2024 &y
YBIHTT A IUH T TRIT AEIR H FA! Telg & ATIATT (SST) & Yeat Iyearfia &
Faca gl

« El Nifio forecasts for 2023 were accurate, but the 2023 summer monsoon remained
‘normal’ in terms of total seasonal rainfall.

2023 & e ver i qaTATT TEY A U A, AfheT 2023 F1 MsASTR AT ol
Atwslt aut & AHA H FHT @7

e A normal monsoon does not mean uniform rainfall; in 2023, while some States saw
heavy rainfall, others like Karnataka, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, and the
Northeast had deficits.

AT ATTYA 1 7S 7§ 71 & FF ant gomer w7 & ghh; 2023 7 Fo vt & smdy arier

g, STafE Fettean, Fel, FaT g&er, IREw Farmer AR qafaw 7 aut i F#A gof iy 73]
o Early 2024 forecasts confidently predicted a strong La Nifa, supported by cold SST
anomalies in the far eastern tropical Pacific Ocean.

2024 #Y YEITA A T T qaATTATA A TF Aqe AT oAt hr srfasaamoft i of, @ T
qdt sorsRfeatir weria AR # 83 SST fAwerfad’ (cold SST anomalies) ¥ w#dsT
rar an|

e However, cold SST anomalies began shifting westward, and warm SST anomalies
appeared in the far east by early summer 2024.
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gTeifeh, 321 SST fawarfarar afResr 1 3 f@weha a9ff, 3i 2024 #r a1fFat $r qre3rd T
gx dt & & a1t SST Rwarfaan s &= wreit

Wind patterns also showed unusual behavior, with strong easterly anomalies in
the central-western Pacific and westerly anomalies in the far eastern Pacific.

g1 & Yoot F oft AT saaeR e, Stet Aew-aRasY yernd F a9 e i AR ot
arelt gaTe 3R g qdf werie F af¥eer i AR T+ arel garw & |

Cold SST anomalies to the west and warm SST anomalies in the far east have
persisted, which is opposite to the usual pattern observed in the last few decades.

gfe# & 521 SST RwaIfaan iR g 7@ # a3 SST awarfaar semar &= g€ 8, 51 o6
Rod 75 qusl # 3@ 71w AeTey et & Rada ¥
The usual pattern in past decades has been warm SST anomalies around the

dateline and cold SST anomalies around the Galapagos, known as Dateline EI Nifio
or Central Pacific El Nifio.

Rod gerdl & g et a8 o1 & Searsa & 3mHa ¥ SST RFerfawr i demmnw
& JTHIY 32 SST Rywafa g of, 5 Searsa va A=) a1 dea HRAPw v Aar war
STt 8

La Nifia usually has one dominant pattern, with cold SST anomalies from the far
eastern to central Pacific.

T AT THAR I U FoE Yet T ATEor Far 8, e g @F F da 7e7 wend a&
33 SST Rmrfaar g €

El Nifio can have variations, with warm SST anomalies appearing either in the
eastern or central Pacific, known as El Nifio "flavors".

T ST & ICIT-37IT T Y FFA 8, ofel I SST fawerfarar ar at qdff ar e werier 7 &
e g, foe ver Al " T e ST g

Tropical Pacific SST anomalies

IsuTah et vera SST fAderfaar

The reason behind the strange new pattern in the tropical Pacific SST anomalies
remains unclear.

SSUrh fea T wend AEPR & SST fawarfaat & s 3rsfig AT Yeet o1 HROT 39 dF TS
oTel g

One possibility is that it is a continuation of the record warm temperatures of
2023, which persisted into 2024 and 2025.

TS THTGAT I8 ¢ & Ig 2023 F RFA1S 35T dIAT T IH1G ¢, Y 2024 3T 2025 T F=11

T&T|
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The lack of cooling in the far eastern tropical Pacific inhibits heat absorption by
the ocean, allowing greenhouse gases to trap more heat in the atmosphere.

oI At ST feaeiir eI AR 7 33%F 1 Hell WHe g@rT a1} srqanf¥a weer #
&7 1 a1t et ¥, T Merersw A argeise # rfo anff @R s A §
A study published last year identified a natural climate variability mode in the

southern Pacific Ocean, which influences wind anomalies in the tropical Pacific
and determines whether the SST anomalies will be warm or cool.

Roe af gl v sregge & affioft gerra #AemmR 7 yrpfas srerarg aRadeeiiedr
A Y ggarT Y, S ISors Tt wend # gar T REerfaa) & wsfad sar & 3 Ig
ORI Fear & & SST fwerfaar et givh a1 32

ENSO Transition Mode (ETM) and its impact
ENSO eiferere A3 (ETM) 3R s yeima

ENSO (El Nifio Southern Oscillation) consists of two states: El Nifio (warm phase)
and La Nifa (cold phase).

ENSO (T oot Heet 3iTeTeere) & & ®U gld & Tl sia) (31eT 3rawam) 31K o o (38t
3raEy) |

ETM played a role in preventing a strong La Nifia from emerging in 2024, despite
forecasts predicting it.

ETM & 2024 # Tk AT A of1eT1 a1t & Aehat 3 AT fXemTs, gretifer qalegaat & sqahy
HHTGAT STaT$ 75 oY

The ETM was unfavorable for transitioning from El Nifio (winter 2023-24) to La
Nifia (summer 2024), leading to unexpected SST anomalies.

ETM & 2023-24 #Y Ff&at & var Aar @ 2024 ¥ At & o1 A & aeora Y 3r7@H7q a1
ﬁm,mﬁmﬁaaswmmﬁﬁmgél

Uncertainty in Summer and Fall of 2025

2025 Y It 31X gasrs Y srfafeaaan

Nature is creating a confused ENSO state, with warm SST anomalies in the far
eastern Pacific and cold SST anomalies in the central-western Pacific.

yrgfae geare ENSO $t fufa & sifeer aam W@ §, stet gy qdf weria # a7 SST
fawarfaa ik #eg-aRRes gerid # &3 SST fRwarfaar s« g§ ¥
Forecasts for the rest of 2025 remain mixed:

o Some weather centers predict La Nifia by fall.

o Others suggest a normal year.
o One climate model even predicts a strong El Nifio.

2025 & T qategare fafa 8
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o TS RIAH Fg IAHS aF o dftaar hr srfasaroh F7 @ §
o FO W AT I§ AT W
o UH FeIarg AIS Ueh AL UeA aAlell Y HHTIT ST T8T 5|

Impact on Indian Monsoon
AT AT I T3

The 2023 monsoon remained normal despite a strong El Nifio, due to the
emergence of the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) in late 2023.

2023 # A T A1l & AGS[G AT HAWE @1, FiTeh 2023 & I 7 AR
HETATR &fayd (I0D) THTH g3
There is an ongoing debate among climate researchers on whether the IOD can

influence the monsoon or if El Nifio itself induces the IOD, mitigating negative
monsoon effects.

Serary etz 7 aF 959 I § B 74T 10D AT Y v FT gehar ¥, AT T

A=Y € 10D I 3eTeeT FYaT ¥, TR ATHT TR AFRICHS THTT FH e 8

The 2023 El Nifio was unusual, as the expected cooling in the far western Pacific was
absent, and weak warm SST anomalies were recorded instead.

2023 FT TeT A1eAT WA AT, Fifeh gF TRaH werier # 3ndfara 35 181 3ms 3K 58
T FHST I SST fAwarfaa gor Y 7|

This was attributed to a combination of global warming and El Nifio effects.

¥ ARaw IR qeftr AR ver Al g & FHer & FROT FIT|

Challenges in Climate Forecasting

Srerary qateATeT ¥ Tetfaar

It remains unclear how different climate patterns will interact in the coming
months.

et AT FA A R Forarg deet F3 e B w9, 77 Tose 79§

Climate models continue to struggle in producing reliable forecasts, particularly in
explaining the warming trends seen since 2023.

SFaTg AlS HEF QATTATT &t & T FI I §, 19T & & 2023 A W 310 A9HAT gefer
o T I HSTA H|

The ENSO-monsoon relationship has changed in recent decades, affecting global
temperature patterns and jet stream behavior.

T & g2l H ENSO 3R Aqe & i way aqer a1 3, foaa 3Rass amdent deet 3ik
Sic TEIH & cgagR W IHG UT ¢
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e These changes have also impacted pre-monsoon cyclones, which in turn
influence monsoon onset.

3T IRAcE! o q3-ATAGT aeharar 1 off wenfaa R 8, St AT i qeana st yanfaa
T TR & |

e Farmers remain on edge due to the unpredictability of the monsoon, while the
government and meteorological agencies strive for more accurate forecasts.

AYE 1 srfaRaaar & FRor A sraesra # §, TafF awar 3R #tas Remr s
w&F qaTAmEl & o v FT @

e Managing public expectations is as challenging as managing the risks associated
with unpredictable monsoons and early-arriving heat waves.

ST Y AETIHT FT TaU=T 3= &) HideT § i B e A 3R S amat
arelt of F A F G|

NEGATIVE PHASE/EL NINO YEAR CONDITION

« During these years water tends to flow from west to east, somewhat as
a reversal of the normal year water flow.

« As the water crosses the whole tropical region west to east, it gets
relatively warmer with slight upwelling on the Australian coast, which
makes the water on the Australian coast relatively cooler, hence finally
we have warmer water on the eastern side of oceans (South American
Coast) and colder water on the Western Side of the Ocean (Australian
coast).

e Thus there will be no upwelling on the South American Coast.
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e The Peruvian coast also does not reach the tropical South American
Coast.

« Hence no mixing of water.

e This given year fish availability will be lesser on the South American
coast.

e Thus the fishermen will find a warmer current and a sign of poor fish
catch.

e The term "El Nifio" is of Latin-Spanish origin and means "the boy child."
It is used by local people to describe the arrival of Christ Child, as these
phenomena often occur around November and December, coinciding
with Christmas celebrations.

LA NINA YEAR/POSITIVE PHASE

e Itis known as the Positive/Cold Phase or La Nina Year.

e In such years, as some kind of the reverse phenomenon of EI Nino
years, the Peruvian Current is stronger and the trade wind effect is also
stronger.

e Hence more upwelling and mixing on the South American Coast,
therefore colder than normal years of water on the South American
coast, whereas, on the Australian coast the water is as warm as normal.

« On the South American coast, such a year gives better fish catch with
colder water on the coast called locally as the arrival of Girl Child or La
Nina Year.

El Nino Southern Oscillation (ENSO)

o Sir, Gilbert Walker proposed the concept of Teleconnectivity.

e Along Peru, there are always High-Pressure conditions. Along the coast of Australia,
there are low-pressure conditions.

e There are observed changes in the pressure conditions in the two parts of the Pacific
Ocean. This change impacts the Indian Monsoons.

« This periodic change of pressure condition is known as the Walker Circulation.

e The people of Peru have fishing as a major occupation. The people started to complain
that their occupation was lost in a specific year after a period.

e The name El Nino was given by the Peruvian fisherman. It means Christ Male Child.

e The southern Oscillation condition prevails when high pressure gets converted to low
pressure and vice versa on the southern side of the ocean.
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o La Ninais the opposite Condition of El Nina where along with Peru there will be very
High-Pressure conditions and along the coast of Australia, there are very low-pressure
conditions.

Indian Ocean Dipole (I0OD)

e The concept of IOD was discovered in 1999.

« What is El Nino and La Nina are for the Pacific Ocean, and 10D is for the Indian
Ocean.

e It has two parts Positive 10D and Negative 10D.

o Positive IOD (Warm water in the western Part ) brings more rainfall in India and
flooding in East Africa. It brings Low rainfall or drought to Australia and Indonesia

e Negative IOD (Warm water in Eastern Part) brings low rainfall or drought in East
Africa and India. It brings flooding conditions in Australia or Indonesia.

o There will be average rainfall if El Nino exists with positive IOD in India.

o If El Nina exists with negative 10D there will be severe drought condition in India.

« If La Nina exists with the Positive 10D then there will be excess flood conditions in
India.

« If La Nina exists with the Positive 10D then there will be average rainfall conditions in
India.

« |IOD is dipoles. The two poles are like one on the northern side of the equator. Another
pole is in the Eastern Part of the Indian Ocean near Sumatra Island.

o Poles of IOD: Western part of Indian Ocean near the Arabian Sea & Eastern Part of
Indian Ocean near Sumatra Island.

e When the temperature of the equatorial region of the Arabian Sea is high it gives the
positive IOD. When the temperature is very high along the Eastern Part of the Indian
Ocean near Sumatra Island it will give negative 10OD.

o Scientists discovered two regions of contrasting character. So a seesaw pattern was
found.
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations))

1. New Zealand, India should join security efforts: Luxon

~qSitels, TR T G&TT G & AR gl =Tfew: erFater

. V-P calls for debate on freebies, policy on efficient use

of public investments

3HTSEAfar & AT A3t W a6H AR Ao faer &
FU SYANT W AIfex Y AT AT

3. Sunlta Williams back on Earth, her ancestral village over
the moon
geita faferasw axclt ax S, 3o Y arma & gaft r aex
4. A delimitation red flag — the lessons from J&K, Assam
€T gefeeiRor W Aaraedt - SF-FHR AR 3w @ weE
5. Torture shadows India’s justice system
TR Y =TT YOTTST 9T JTel=AT T AT
6. Isthe APAAR ID for students mandatory?
FIT SHET & fAT APAAR 3T$8) Afaary g2
7. Supreme Court to Hear Pleas Against 2023 Law on CEC,

EC Appointments on April 16

A I 16 3rder H WS, F fAgfFaal a¥ 2023 F Freg
& T&eTe FIRAFI3MT Fr Goaars Ham
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New Zealand,
India should
join security

efforts: Luxon

GS Paper ll:
India-New Zealand
NEW DELHI

New Zealand and India
“bookend” the Indo-Pacific
region, and should work to-
gether on building security
in the region, New Zealand
Prime Minister Christopher
Luxon said in an exclusive
interview to The Hindu.

Mr. Luxon, the -chief
guest at the Raisina Dia-
logue here this week, met
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to announce a de-
fence agreement and re-
launch talks for a trade
agreement. Responding to
Mr. Modi voicing concerns
about “illegal activities” by
“anti-India” Khalistan sup-
porters, Mr. Luxon stressed
that New Zealand was a
multicultural country and a
“liberal democracy”, and
did not want to “import
politics” into its immigrant
community.
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New Zealand, India should join security efforts:
Luxon

=gSiels, AR HI FI&T vt A anfae @ aifRe:
AFETe

New Zealand and India "bookend" the Indo-Pacific region
and should work together on building security in the
region, said New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher
Luxon in an exclusive interview.

geitels 3R R "ge)-iffee T frdaraaa ik T A
F&T fAaATor o AT H1 FIA1 AR, FYSitels & qurersst
e aFdle o v fady wateHR # FeT

. Mr. Luxon was the chief guest at the Raisina Dialogue this week and
met Prime Minister Narendra Modi to announce a defense agreement and
relaunch talks for a trade agreement.

o A TFHIA 3H AT TFAAT SAANT & HET Ffafy & 3R 3egier werrarar=h
G A FATHI T ATfR T TSN T SO 1 37 T R AR sl
o T aTc 1 T & & o T &eh |

. Responding to PM Modi’s concerns about illegal activities by "anti-
India" Khalistan supporters, Luxon emphasized that New Zealand is a
multicultural country and a liberal democracy.

TETeTHAT AEY Y R 1 STare & g0 o "R e @feredier Foeient gan
Frdy aifafaferar v o @ €, el A SR & et o wgeiiels v sgarepias
&1 3R 3eR AFad

e Luxon stated that New Zealand does not want to "import politics" into its immigrant
community.

o
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SFHIT o e o TgEiels Irael Tardt FAerT 7 " Toralifel HATA" AT FAT AT8 |

= 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website

= patrioticias.in

Page42



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

o
© TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

. oo SO
Patriotic [\

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

V-P calls for debate on freebies, policy

O1 €

GS Paper ll:
T|Governance

NEW DELHI

Criticising the culture of
“freebies”, Vice-President
and Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar on Wed-
nesday called for a Parlia-
ment debate on it, saying
there was an urgent need
for a national policy so that
all investments of the go-
vernment were used in a
structured manner.

His remarks came after
Samajwadi Party MP and
floor leader Ramgopal Ya-
dav, during Zero Hour, de-
manded that the MP Local
Area Development Scheme
(MPLADS) funds should be
increased to 320 crore a

Jagdeep Dhankhar

year from 35 crore.

“On placatory mechan-
isms, on appeasement,
which is often known as
freebies, this House needs
to deliberate... Because the
country grows only with ca-
pex being available. Electo-
ral process is such that
these have become electo-
ral allurements and thereaf-

ter the governments that
came in saddle found them-
selves very uncomfortable,
so uncomfortable that they
wanted to revisit their
thoughts. There is an urgent
need for a national policy so
that all investments of the
government in any form are
used in a structured man-
ner for larger good,” Mr.
Dhankhar said.

Subsidies, if required, he
said, should be direct as
was the case in developed
countries. “I checked with
the U.S. mechanism. The
U.S. has one-fifth of the
farm households as our
country, but the average in-
come of a U.S. farm house-
hold is more than the gen-

ficient use of public investments

eral income of a US.
household, and that is be-
cause the subsidy to the
farmer is direct, transpa-
rent, without intermedi-
ary,” he said. If the leaders
of both sides agree, there
could be a discussion, he
said, adding this was a very
serious issue.

Mr. Yadav said MLAs in
Uttar Pradesh got 35 crore
for constituency develop-
ment and those in Delhi had
10 crore at their disposal.
The cost of construction
had risen in the past two de-
cades, making the current
outlay inadequate. He de-
manded that MPLADS
funds be exempted from
GST.

V-P calls for debate on freebies, policy on efficient use of
public investments

IR F FET ATt W a5 IR wrdefas Ader & werer
39T 93 Aifer Y AT Hr

Criticising the culture of "freebies," Vice-President and Rajya Sabha
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar called for a Parliament debate on it. He
emphasized the need for a national policy to ensure structured use of
all government investments.

"HF AT Y FEHTr Y AT FI g, SIRreufy AR TsTw
LT SHTEIY €1ES A SW G GHS A 9gH Y AT Y| 3egiar TS Afy
IMIFHAT I T fear arfer waft avard fovarert &1 @R 3w giafaa
T ST ah|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page43



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

g il CONTACT: 9971932488

o His remarks came after Samajwadi Party MP and floor leader Ramgopal Yadav
demanded an increase in MPLADS funds from %5 crore to ¥20 crore per year during
Zero Hour.

3eTeh UE ST A 31TT STl FHATSIATET Tt He 3R Felll ofisT IHANT ATGT & Yraahrel
¥ R 9 TR 8T faTd A1 (MPLADS) & %3 &Y T5 13 & Te1 320 1S
ufa a¥ a3 v AT F

o He warned against electoral allurements and said they made governments
uncomfortable, often leading them to rethink policies after coming to power.

3egiel oATd! TATSHAT & TlTh AcTaa & R el foh SHT TPR HAG ol SAlell & 3N
AR TAT H 3T & a1G 37elt sAtferdl o gafdar & & fov AT g 8|

e He stressed the importance of capital expenditure (capex) for the country’s growth and
called for structured investment in the public interest.

3ogiel YT &4 (capex) & HAgcd i (@iferd fham iR ardatfas fea F wxfEa fder &y
3ALTRAT STATS |
e Subsidies, if needed, should be direct and transparent, like in developed countries.

afews I 3maeTs & ar 38 HWer 3R areeft glar wfeT, St o e f@d gt F erar 2

e He cited the U.S. model, where farm subsidies are given directly to farmers, making
the average income of a U.S. farm household higher than the general U.S.
household.

3eglel AN ATS 1 garell T, STeT FT¥ wfewst N fFamat i & seh 8, Svd v
AR FR IRER A 3itwe 3 g 3RS aRaErt @ s g gl

e He proposed a serious discussion in Parliament if leaders from both sides agree.
3egiel AT fer o e et gt o AT FeHd g, ol §He & $H 9 gl ol hY 511 Hehell
gl

e Ramgopal Yadav argued that MLAs in Uttar Pradesh receive ¥5 crore, while MLAS in
Delhi get 10 crore for constituency development.

THMNGT ITEd 3 doh 8T fh 3o’ 98er & Rurgs! #1 5 :03 31K Red & Rursi ar
Z10 U3 fruage & e & fow Fea £

e He highlighted that construction costs have increased over two decades, making the
current MPLADS funds inadequate.

3egiel T [ Roa aY gerl & A#ATT derg 9g 7€ §, [59a MPLADS %E 3rq3ied g

IR E
e He also demanded an exemption of MPLADS funds from GST.

376 MPLADS %38 I GST § HFd HTal T AT |
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Sunita Williams back on Earth, her ancestral village over the moon

S Paper II: Indian
piDiaspora i

MEHSANA

Residents of NASA astro-
naut Sunita Williams’ an-
cestral village Jhulasan in
Guijarat’s Mehsana district
on Wednesday celebrated
her safe return by bursting
firecrackers, distributing
sweets, dancing and offer-
ing prayers to the local
deity.

Chief Minister Bhupen-
dra Patel also extended
congratulations through X
to “our very own Sunita
Williams” and said people
in India take immense
pride in her connection to
“our” land, celebrating her
as a “shining example of
our shared heritage and
aspirations”.

As soon as a SpaceX
capsule carrying Williams
and astronaut Butch Wil-
more splashed down near
the Florida coast in the US
after their nine-month stay

Students celebrate the safe landing of astronaut Sunita Williams, at a school in Ahmedabad. pTi

at the International Space
Station (ISS), the villagers
erupted in joy, bursting fi-
recrackers, dancing and

chanting “Har Har
Mahadev”.
The villagers had organ-

ised a ‘yagna’ praying for
Willaims’ safe return. They
said their happiness knew
no end and hoped to see
Williams visit her ancestral

village soon and inspire
school students who are al-
ready filled with curiosity
and follow in her footsteps.

Students of the local go-
vernment school gathered
to celebrate the occasion by
performing garba, a tradi-
tional Gujarati folk dance,
and took out a procession
with Williams’ photo to the
nearby temple of goddess

Dola Mata.

As the procession made
its way from the school pre-
mises to the temple of god-
dess Dola Mata, the students
danced and sang and distri-
buted sweets on their way.

School teachers and lo-
cals said the goddess heard
their prayers and brought
Williams home safely. The
procession, and the prayer

that followed at the tem-
ple, was a way to thank her
for her blessings, they said.
Principal of the primary
school, Vishal Panchal, said
that the entire village is ec-
static and filled with pride
upon Williams’ return.
“The daughter of our
village is the pride of the
world. She stayed in space
for such a long time and
came back safe. We per-
formed garba, burst fire-
crackers and distributed
sweets. Our happiness
knows no end,” he said.
When Sunita Willaims
left for ISS on June 5 last
year and her mission was
delayed, the villagers came
together to light up an ‘Ak-
hand Jyot’ here on June 27
and took out a procession
carrying the eternal flame
to the temple of Dola Mata,
praying for her safety, said
alocal resident.
As Williams® landing
neared in the early hours

of Wednesday, all eyes
were on her, with Jhulasan
residents gathering at one
place to view the event live
on a television screen.

Soon after the splash-
down, residents celebrated
the moment by bursting fi-
recrackers, dancing and
chanting “Har Har
Mahadev”.

Jhulasan, known as the
ancestral home of Wil-
liams’ father Deepak Pan-
dya, was alive with excite-
ment ever since the news
of her proposed return, af-
ter a delayed stay at the
1SS, trickled in. Navin Pan-
dya, her cousin, said that
the villagers have been
praying for her safety, tak-
ing care of the ‘Akhand
Jyot’ that was lit up for her
safe return soon after she
went to space over nine
months ago. He said the
villagers are looking for-
ward to inviting Williams
to visit Jhulasan.

Sunita Williams back on Earth, her ancestral village over the

moon

geltar faferaew el X @i, 3% dqe e 7 et Fr aew

Residents of Jhulasan village in Gujarat’s Mehsana district, the
ancestral village of NASA astronaut Sunita Williams, celebrated her

safe return by bursting firecrackers, distributing sweets, dancing, and

offering prayers to the local deity.

TSI & ATATVN forel & F{emae a1a & forarfaat, Sir s arar it srafver I

gt faferasa &1 dqe ania §, S 3 R a9 I 9T BigE,
Aot aieaR, Fea FX 3R T daar i I FT e A9

e Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel congratulated Sunita Williams through X (formerly
Twitter), calling her "our very own Sunita Williams" and saying that people in India
take immense pride in her connection to our land.

syt a7 W o X (T3 # TRiER) W GeftaT e 1 g &), 3o gAnY areft
geltar Raforaew sgat dafRrd frar 31K agr i s & @t 3o 3w off @ gar W o
HEHH F &
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e He described her as a "shining example of our shared heritage and aspirations."
3ogiel 3o " EARY A1 fARrEe 3R TNt FT Isoad 3gEIOT TATT
e As soon as a SpaceX capsule carrying Williams and astronaut Butch Wilmore

splashed down near the Florida coast in the U.S., the villagers erupted in joy, bursting
firecrackers, dancing, and chanting "Har Har Mahadev."

SR & TwvEw dogd, e geltar Rfearw 3k sraRer amh 9o Rewk 3, e &
mﬁaaz%wm,mﬁﬁrmamgcmm,wmaﬁt"ﬂﬂmﬁw
& SR T

e The villagers had organized a ‘yagna’ (sacred ritual) praying for Williams’ safe
return.

TMigareit = geitar faforaew v gefdra arodt & v v aor 1 3msre foar an

e They expressed their boundless happiness and hoped that Williams would visit her
ancestral village soon.

3egiel gt Jrefter Gl carerct v 3R 3R TS o Fetan fafdrew sreg & 3 dqs e
Jreah|

e The villagers hope that Sunita Williams will visit Jhulasan soon and inspire school
students, who are already filled with curiosity and want to follow in her footsteps.

IiedTer TR X T¢ & o eftar fafeoraswr sreg & glemaer ameeft 3k Tgar & omEl # aRa
LN, ST g I & Foraram A o1 g § AR 7% AFAHeH W Tl 906 &

e Students of the local government school gathered to celebrate the occasion by
performing Garba, a traditional Gujarati folk dance, and took out a procession with
Williams’ photo to the nearby temple of Goddess Dola Mata.

TUTAT TFHY Thel & BT 38 3ATAL I HAT & fIT IRET (IRt ot e fam 3K
Gelte faferasa Y TFIR & AT Se[d FAHTerHT I & SelTAT AT g |

e Asthe procession moved from the school to the temple, the students danced, sang,
and distributed sweets along the way.

ST &7 So[H Fhel § AT Y 3T T6T, BT e FIA 1@, A AT @ 31X Tt 7 Fhrorsa
qre|

e School teachers and locals said that Goddess Dola Mata heard their prayers and
brought Williams home safely.

Tqel & RaTehl 3R TUTT AT A e o SYTATAT F SRt e gt i gefrar
faferew 1 @ida X avw oe 7 7eg

e The procession and temple prayer were a way to thank the goddess for her
blessings.

Fo[@ 3R ART 7 FY 78 wrefem Gt F smefiaia & gfer ITHR SqTFT FT HT AT 27|

e Primary school principal Vishal Panchal said the entire village is ecstatic and filled
with pride upon Williams' return.

wra T fagaTes & gurarard e gaTer o Fe1 & qu e a8 3eated K T @ o
g3 & Fifen faferaea efard eite 3ng)
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e He called Sunita Williams "the pride of the world," highlighting that she stayed in
space for so long and returned safely.

3egiel Felrar faferasw #r "gferam i e wﬁgumﬁ:agsaﬁﬁmﬁwaiaﬁﬂ
# W1 3R gRfave araw ans|
e When Sunita Williams left for the ISS on June 5 last year, and her mission was

delayed, the villagers lit an "Akhand Jyot" (eternal flame) on June 27 and took out a
procession to the temple of Goddess Dola Mata, praying for her safety.

ST Getrenn faferas 5 S Froe @1er 1SS & e Tame g8, 3R 39 e &f & qw gam,
oS IMgaTell o 27 [T Y WS ST AT AR FAH AFTerhy Qremarar #fex 7 sahr
FaT & e yrefa |

e As Williams' landing neared in the early hours of Wednesday, all eyes were on her,
and Jhulasan residents gathered at one place to watch the event live on TV.

ST qUAR A Gag Follar faforasw Ay A w1 aa77 Fords 3man, o e & qaf ar

wmsmguaﬁraﬁwsﬁmaml
e Soon after the splashdown, residents celebrated by bursting firecrackers, dancing,
and chanting "Har Har Mahadev."

S &1 TORIET3 g3, JiadTell o Terd BIEH, e HI& AR "g e Agraa” & AR FIMHT

STReT HeITIT|

o Jhulasan, the ancestral home of Williams' father Deepak Pandya, was filled with
excitement ever since the news of her return after a delayed ISS stay came in.

e, St 3 gelrar faferrew & Rar draw g3ar 1 3q% e 2, 7 sahr Fefaa 1SS amn
& 91E dileeT Y G & 91E A &1 ScATE o1 g3 AT

e Navin Pandya, her cousin, said the villagers had been praying for her safety and had
been taking care of the "Akhand Jyot" since she went to space over nine months
ago.
3% T TS AT AT o AT fob el JoTehr & & fAT oA ydar FT @ &
3R 3@ ST T &1 @ )@ &, Y A A ugd I HARET AT F AT STATS TS A

e The villagers are now looking forward to inviting Sunita Williams to visit Jhulasan
soon.

JMigarel 31 Geltar fafaasw I sree & Steg g™ I F AT JHATAT FIA AT wehtam T
wWE
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GS Paper II:
Delimitation

h delimitation of
legislative constituencies heats up, a
number of concerns have been aired
along with their solutions, including
the very sensible proposal to freeze the number
of parliamentary seats but increase the number
of Assembly seats in States whose population has
grown. That is the more democratic formula
since Members of the Legislative Assembly are
the first port of call for their constituents whereas
Members of Parliament represent their
constituents on national policy (broadly
speaking).

There are, too, other ways to accommodate
the well-founded fears of the southern States that
an expanded imbalance of power that a fresh
delimitation will create. For example, Rajya
Sabha seats could be redistributed in equal
measure to the northern, central, eastern,
western and southern States, which are already
grouped into these five geographic zones, in
theory each with its own zonal council. Most of
these have not met since 2023, with the exception
of the Western Zonal Council, which met in
February 2025, while the Southern Zonal Council
has not met since 2022, though a meet was
planned in Chennai in January 2025.

Naysayers will argue that the zonal councils
were intended to settle disputes between States
while the Inter-State Council could deal with both
State-State and Centre-State relations. In practice,
however, the councils take up a series of issues,
from Aadhaar to good governance. Given their
range, perhaps they need to be freed from the
mantle of the Home Ministry. Zonal councils
could coordinate with the Union executive
through the now dormant Inter-State Council
(according to its website, it last met in 2016),
which requires greater authority as well as
permanence.

The case of Jammu and Kashmir

If combined, the two proposals above would
deepen both electoral representation and
federalism. But there are other potential pitfalls
for the delimitation in 2026 that require guarding
against. Two State-level delimitations have been
recently carried out: the first was in Jammu and
Kashmir in 2022, and the second in Assam in
2023. Each emits warning signals for the exercise
in 2026.

Radha Kumar

is a historian and
policy analyst, whose
most recent book is
‘The Republic
Releamnt: Renewing
Indian Democracy,
1947-2024

Apart from
population bias,
there is another
danger that
arises from
delimitation —
the communal
demarcation of
electoral
constituencies

The Jammu and Kashmir delimitation was
widely criticised by all the political parties in this
former State, barring the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). Numerically, its addition of six seats for
Jammu and one seat for the valley gave a Jammu
elector’s vote the weight of 1.2 as against one for
the Valley elector. It created new constituencies
which made no administrative or geographic
sense. Indeed, its inclusion of Jammu’s Poonch
and Rajouri into the valley’s Anantnag Lok Sabha
seat created both administrative and geographic
difficulties given that the former are part of the
Pir Panjal range, and the latter is in the Jhelum
valley.

Worse still, the redrawing of Assembly
constituencies suggested that the Delimitation
Commission used communal criteria for
demarcation. All six of the new constituencies,
i.e., Jasrota, Ramgarh, Ramnagar, Vaishno Devi,
Padder-Nagseni and Doda West, are Hindu
majority.

Further, Muslim majority Kishtwar was turned
into a Hindu majority constituency by adding
areas of the former Inderwal constituency.
Vaishno Devi, Padder and Doda West have
electorates as small as 50,000 in comparison to
Muslim majority constituencies such as Dooru
(1.92 lakh) and Surankote (1.77 lakh). Neither of
the three is geographically distinct from other
parts of its district.

In Assam

The Assam delimitation followed a slightly
different pattern with similar outcomes. The
number of Assembly seats was frozen, but the
Assam cabinet pre-emptively folded four districts
back into the districts from which they had
originally been separated, reducing the number
of districts from 35 to 31. The merger led to a loss
of as many as 10 Muslim majority constituencies
— South Salmara, Barpeta (two seats), Darrang,
Nagaon, Dibrugarh, Sibsagar, Jorhat, Hailakandi
and Karimganj — while Hindu and tribal seats
increased. As in Jammu and Kashmir, the Assam
delimitation also created constituencies of a
vastly different population size.

In other words, population bias is not the only
danger that opponents of the delimitation
exercise in 2026 should fear. As the Jammu and
Kashmir and Assam examples suggest, recent
delimitation commissions have not hesitated to

create small population constituencies alongside
large population ones when it has served the
communal purpose of further marginalising
minorities. Is there any reason to believe that the
same tactic will not be deployed during the
delimitation in 2026?

Danger of polarisation

Surprisingly, the Oppaosition has not focused on
this danger as yet. It should. All the
Opposition-ruled States have large minority
populations, mostly Muslim. True, regional
identity outstrips communal identity in most —
for example, the majority of Bengali or Tamil
Hindus, Muslims and Christians voted for their
relatively secular regional party, respectively,
namely, the Trinamool Congress and the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam, in previous Assembly and
parliamentary elections. But there is no
guarantee that this non-communal voting pattern
will continue. On the contrary, the communal
demarcation of constituencies is likely to polarise
voters even in the southern States. It certainly
had that impact in Jammu and Assam, where
almost all the new constituencies voted for the
BJP.

We tend to believe that the Union
administration’s policies in border States will not
be replicated in the heartland. That used to be
true, but is no longer so. The use of draconian
legislation against dissent used to be most
common in conflict areas, especially on the
borders; it has now spread across the country.
The maltreatment of minorities has similarly
multiplied.

The power imbalance between the large
northern States and the rest that will result from a
purely population-based delimitation is,
undoubtedly, a clear and present danger. But it
should not be allowed to overshadow the other
clear and present danger — of communal
demarcation of electoral constituencies. Each
threatens the unity of this country in a different
‘way. The first step divides the more developed
States from the less developed States by further
reducing the influence of the more developed
States in the union. The second step divides the
people by religion. Together, step one and step
two constitute a formidable attack on the
foundations of our pluralist federation. They
must be halted.

A delimitation red flag — the lessons from J&K, Assam

HAT goAfeTeRor W Adraed - SF-FHR AR Irae @ weE

As the debate on fresh delimitation of legislative constituencies
intensifies, several concerns have been raised along with possible

solutions.

ferereem &3t & v AT gAfTURoT I T5H AT @1 F W1y & F§ Rranat
3R 3% wanfaa waTee weqa fRw e §
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A sensible proposal suggests freezing the number of parliamentary seats while
increasing the number of Assembly seats in States with growing populations.

Ueh SATAEIRS T Ig & fob TAEHT HIeh 1 F&AT A JYTad T@d §U 31 T 41 A
e Hel FT FE&aT 9815 1T g7 STTHEAT 947 B

e MLAs are the first point of contact for the public, while MPs focus on national
policy; hence, increasing Assembly seats is a more democratic solution.

Rt 3 seran & o wrafAe dud g 8 §, St wrae iy Aifa w1 sare R
X €, safoT Renerasn et i geftr e Awaifs aamne §

e The southern States fear an expanded power imbalance with delimitation.
gfgroft Tt Y HAT qaAfAaor § afed et aga Y 3mer ¥

e A possible solution is redistributing Rajya Sabha seats equally among the five

geographic zones (northern, central, eastern, western, and southern), which already
exist in theory.

T FHTTAT FAT I § o Tsgwem Y el &1 ga7a 0 @ g dtnfas = (33,
wey, qd, gftes 31 gf@ion) 7 geafdaror famar Jre, St oger @ & deuifas &9 @ Alg §
e Most zonal councils have not met since 2023, except the Western Zonal Council,

which met in February 2025. The Southern Zonal Council has not met since 2022,
though a meeting was planned in Chennai in January 2025.

mhrmqﬁﬁﬁmzozsﬁmaﬁgé,mmmm#mﬁ
2025 # da« 1| iAo e aRwe Hir s+ 2022 a;maﬁgé,aaﬁmfrzozsﬁ
Vool & T d5 1 AT 94718 7€ A

e Zonal councils were originally meant to resolve inter-state disputes, but they also
discuss Aadhaar, governance, and policy matters.

T aRwel &1 AT 38T st & A Ramel w1 gasre a1, Afed 3 3R, a3k
afferara ATl o off =rat e §

e The Inter-State Council (last met in 2016) needs more authority and permanence to
coordinate with the Union government.

I aRwe (Freehr sifas S 2016 # g8 oY) F 3o+ sftrwr ik e A
HTTRIFAT § ATF TE g TFR F T1Y gk TH-T T T |

The case of Jammu and Kashmir
STFH-HYHR HT AT

e The 2022 delimitation in Jammu and Kashmir was widely criticized, except by the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

2022 # SFA-HRAR H T HIAT TATAUROT 1 SATH A=A g5, el SRAT Sterel reh
(BJP) o 5@ GH G feam|
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Six additional seats were given to Jammu and only one to the Kashmir Valley,
making a Jammu voter’s vote worth 1.2 times that of a Valley voter.

o+ 1 o5 IfaRea € 3R FeAR ol 7 g ve die & 18, oraw st & FAaarar &1
ale aTéY & AAGTAT Y JelelT 7 1.2 T[T T &Y a1

Newly created constituencies lacked administrative and geographic logic, making
governance difficult.

T go1rg a1 femawe WieY &1 e 3R st 3maR FaeR a1, a9 T 7
a:i%—m‘s’s?qr—frgél

Poonch and Rajouri (Jammu region) were merged with Anantnag (Kashmir Valley)
in a single Lok Sabha seat, despite their geographic and administrative differences.

I & F G5 IR TR 1 e ardt & e dwwe & #F e e e, sefs
goTh sl 3R wemafA® Ta T 3rerer-3rer &

The redrawing of Assembly constituencies suggested communal bias, as all six
newly created constituencies were Hindu-majority.

e &3t & qereteer & WiveRAF ataTa it HHTEET S@Y 7S, Fiih 7S qA1S TE BF
e fig sger ot

Muslim-majority Kishtwar was turned into a Hindu-majority constituency by
merging areas from Inderwal.

Ao agel fhecars 1 g ager & T R 713, Fexarer RAeeras &7 & fewat #
|

New constituencies like Vaishno Devi, Padder, and Doda West had electorates as
small as 50,000, while Muslim-majority constituencies like Dooru (1.92 lakh) and
Surankote (1.77 lakh) had much larger populations.

oot 3, w3 3R Ster ave Steft a1 el F Faer 50,000 AR &, Sl FReH TgA
TE (1.92 a1@) 3R FIAPIE (1.77 o) & Ft H0F FAcemar

These irregularities highlight the risks of a flawed delimitation process in 2026.

¥ yfAafAdar 2026 # wenfad arqet HaT gAfauRor H Tara & |

In Assam
IEAH

The Assam delimitation followed a different pattern but had similar outcomes.
mﬁzﬁmgaﬁu‘mrwmaﬁﬂmgam AfheT s@F IR THEA A
The number of Assembly seats was frozen, but the Assam cabinet merged four

districts back into their original districts, reducing the total number of districts from
35to 31.

3raA H fererwe dieh Fr gear HY P 1@ 3, dfse 3@ e a ar Gl # 39F
Her forelt & Rra fea, f5raa et Torell 1 deam 35 & geat 31 81 18|
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e This merger resulted in the loss of 10 Muslim-majority constituencies, including
South Salmara, Barpeta (two seats), Darrang, Nagaon, Dibrugarh, Sibsagar,
Jorhat, Hailakandi, and Karimganj, while Hindu and tribal seats increased.

5 Rera & HROT 10 ARTH qga AaTae a13 F1 Jhar g3, fSiore gfaror arersmy,
TRdeT (2t Hi), &9, AnTa, RByare, Rawnr, divere, demeiEt st Fwer anfae €
STafeh R 3 smfeareh et # gefr g3

e As in Jammu and Kashmir, Assam’s delimitation also created constituencies with
vastly different population sizes, leading to political and demographic imbalances.

FF AR FHR A aE, 3w A off ¥ AT & Fere v Sy steraer 7 s
JrareTan ff, e e fae 3R SIaiRahIA e Scde g3

Concerns about the 2026 Delimitation

2026 ¥ €T geAfereivor H AT Rame

o Population bias is not the only issue; recent delimitation exercises suggest
communal considerations have influenced constituency boundaries.

STAHEIT JETIT &1 THATT HHAETAT AE1 §; BTToran WAT YeATAeiRoT & Il ToreTl ¢ o forararay
&3t Y WATHT T WA YR R FereT I ¢ |

e Smaller population constituencies were created alongside large ones, seemingly to
marginalize minority groups politically.
B STAHEAT aTe FaT=eT 87 92 AaT=eT a9 & 91y 9410 17, fSad WEr vydad gar g &
HCTHEIH! A AT ifcd T & gIRAT T 370 F FHifdrer Hr 71$)

e Thereis noreason to believe that this strategy will not be repeated in the 2026
delimitation process.

AT ATTA FT HI$ FROT AGT ¢ f 2026 F AT FATAUROT F I Torhfer SranT 7gh r9as
STy

Danger of Polarisation

YHIOT HT TAU

e The Opposition has not yet focused on this issue, but it should.

fuet & 3rsft 9 59 FeE W T wEH o B, AT 3@ e =R

e« Many Opposition-ruled States have significant minority populations, particularly
Muslims.

#3 faaft anfla st F srcvveas e, ey v @ A goer, 99 dear A
#ise ¥
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Regional identity has traditionally been stronger than religious identity in many
States (e.g., Bengali and Tamil voters choosing secular regional parties), but this
may change due to communal constituency demarcations.

% Ul 7 A g RIRE T & fde ggar ¥ 37ftT Asqa @ e (39, e
3R afdrer AaeTart GarT eeAfaRder =T gal FY gL &), AfheT WIHEIRF YR
At & qerotaet @ I Tgiy ag e Fahell ¢

The communal redrawing of constituencies led to increased polarisation in
Jammu and Assam, where most new constituencies voted for the BJP.

foraTaer &t & WiveTfAs qeretea S 3R 3raer & egefieor agr feram, Tet arflreprer v
foratarer ¥t  sireraT @1 qga e

Expanding Border-State Policies to the Heartland

HAT-TST A AfAAT #7137 T d& [AEAR

There is a belief that harsh policies in border States will not be replicated in
mainland India, but this is no longer true.

¥l o ot o Wt # raens oS wE Ao gE i s 7 ey Eh g,
AfeheT T Tg AT AGT TET|

Draconian laws against dissent, once used in conflict zones, are now being
implemented across the country.

Uge Fael Huy &A1 A F) fFT 7T FIR FIe 3T QX 21 # ] P ST @
Similarly, the mistreatment of minorities has also increased nationwide.

3! TE, HCTRETH! & i AT ot g &er 7 721 3

Two Major Threats to India's Federal Structure

AR & T i & o &Y 97w @y

Power imbalance due to a population-based delimitation:
o Larger northern States will gain disproportionate influence.
o More developed southern States will have reduced representation.

FAHEAT e HAT GAfAUROT & FROT AfFT Irager:
o &3 3l TSl F FHATT T T 7TOF T3 |
o % RAwfAa gfarof Tt w1 yfafaftea ge sreem

Communal division through constituency demarcation:
o Religious identity may start overshadowing regional identity.
o Polarisation could spread to southern and other States.

et 81 Qereteet & aATeaw & wiveRs s
o I g, 8T gga ¥ A’ gl & gl B
o erdiETor gfalt 3 s Tt A ot Yot W ¥
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e Together, these two trends pose a serious threat to India’s pluralistic federal
structure.

¥ et g fert e SR & agerarar) §e g & far i e dar we €
e They must be stopped before they weaken national unity further.

See ATl ITARTF §, ITUT § TSI TFHaT &1 3 FHASR T Ta &
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Torture shadows India’s justice system

IGS Paper II: Justice System |

he ruling by the King’s

Bench Division of the

High Court of Justice in

London on February 28
in the Sanjay Bhandari extradition
case, upholding the fugitive’s
defence against extradition, and
the proceedings in Tahawwur
Rana’s appeal in the U.S. Supreme
Court challenging the latter’s
extradition are significant judicial
developments with larger
implications for a constitutional
state. Hopefully, these proceedings
will spur the government to
reinforce India’s claim as a
professed defender of human
rights by enacting a
comprehensive law against
torture, enabling it to ratify the
United Nations Convention against
Torture (UNCAT).

This is because the defence of
Bhandari, facing Indian
prosecutors for tax evasion and
money laundering, and of Rana,
whose extradition is sought for his
role as a conspirator in the 26/11
Mumbai terrorist attack, is
premised essentially on credible
evidence of endemic custodial
torture in India including its
non-ratification of the Convention.

In Bhandari’s case, Justices
Holroyde and Steyn, while denying
the Indian government'’s plea for
extradition, found that Bhandari
faced a real risk of custodial
torture in Indian jails and that
India had not ratified the UNCAT.

Rana, in his renewed
application for a stay on
extradition to India pending the
decision of his Habeas Corpus
petition, has cited the U.K.
judgment and its reasoning. Other
fugitives from Indian law have also
challenged the government’s
extradition request on similar
grounds, exposing a legal lacuna
that has compromised the
effectiveness of the country’s
criminal justice system.

Although one of the earliest
Unilateral Declarations against
Torture (Resolution number 32/64)
was initiated by India in the UN
General Assembly and has ratified
several other international treaties
against torture, including the

l‘ Universal Declaration of Human

Ashwani Kumar

Senior Advocate,
Supreme Court and
Former Union Minister
for Law and Justice
Views expressed are
personal

In an expansive
interpretation of
Article 21 of the
Constitution, the
Supreme Court
has emphatically
declared that
torture in any
form is an
unacceptable
infringement of
the sacrosanct
right to dignity
and privacy

Rights (1948) and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (1976), its ambivalence in
ratifying the UNCAT is
confounding. Articles 51(c), and
253 of the Constitution mandate
respect for international treaties to
which India is a party (VALSA
(2014), Vishakha (1997) et al.
Regrettably, India finds itself in the
company of discredited
non-ratifying dictatorial regimes
such as Angola, Brunei, Comoros,
the Gambia, Haiti, and Sudan.

Judicial abdication

Reflecting a broad political
consensus on the outlawing of
torture based upon deeply felt
popular sensitivities, the Select
Committee of the Rajya Sabha had
recommended a comprehensive
anti-torture legislation as early as
2010. The Law Commission also
recommended this in its 273rd
Report (2017) and furnished a draft
of the proposed law for
consideration. The Human Rights
Commission of India has similarly
supported a stand-alone domestic
law against torture.

In an expansive interpretation
of Article 21 of the Constitution,
the Supreme Court has declared
that torture in any form is an
unacceptable infringement of the
sacrosanct right to dignity and
privacy (D.K. Basu (1997),
Puttaswamy (2017), Nambi
Narayanan (2018), Romila Thapar
(2018). Even so, in Ashwani Kumar
(2019), the constitutional court
found itself unable to even nudge
the government to consider
enacting the requisite law, despite
its several pronouncements
suggesting suitable laws on
different subjects (Tehseen
Poonawalla (2018), Ranveer
Allahabadia (2025), etc.). The
Court failed to appreciate that “a
lack of legislation may be contrary
to the principle of legal certainty,”
that ‘it is the function of the court
to provide effective remedy’ and
that ‘it is legitimate for
constitutional courts to caution
legislatures against their failure to
introduce what they consider as
adequate legislation.” [Opinion
No.18 [2015] Consultative Council

Torture shadows India’s justice system

of European judges]. Nor did it
heed D.Y. Chandrachud’s
declaration in Jeet S. Bisht (2007)
that the doctrine of separation of
powers” allows methods to be
used to prod and communicate to
an institution either its shortfalls or
excesses in discharging its
duties...” Even as the Court
cautioned in Sharaya Bano (2017)
that constitutional rights can be
defeated through inaction,
indifference, or ambivalence on
the part of other organs of the
State, its failure to facilitate the
enactment of a comprehensive law
against torture is an impermissible
abdication of its remit.

In these premises, the
extradition cases raise profoundly
important questions about a
democratic State baulking at
fulfilling its compelling
constitutional and international
obligations. Surely, the price of
security cannot be an
unconscionable brutalisation of
the incarcerated. Whether a
democratic State can, by its
inaction, demonstrate a brazen
disdain for national consensus on a
core humanitarian issue is a
disconcerting interrogatory. India’s
continued failure to enact a
credible anti-torture law indicates
the impoverishment of our politics
and the indifference of political
parties as democratic agents, to
mediate fundamental policy
choices in furtherance of the
republic’s core values.

Whether or not the cited cases
validate Professor Harold Laski’s
profound insight that “ideas must
wait upon events that give them
birth,” only time will tell. Wiser
with the lesson of Guantanamo
Bay that torture in State custody
irretrievably dents democracy’s
soft power, the Indian State is
expected to vindicate the
republic’s foundational principles
by ratifying the Convention. It is
time for a nation wedded to
democracy and seeking a role as
the world’s moral arbiter to
recognise that a flailing democracy
is antithetical to a resurgent Bharat
and that torture in any form is “...
a wound in the soul so intangible
that there is no way to heal it...”
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AR T ~ATT YUTTll YT ITAAT HT JIAT

On February 28, the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of
Justice in London ruled against the extradition of Sanjay Bhandari,
citing the risk of custodial torture in Indian jails and India’s non-
ratification of the UN Convention against Torture (UNCAT).

28 TIa{l Y dee & gIE FIC 3P TR & fFaq au Bhiaa o gor7 =
& Jeador & @ETh haer G, T€ Fed g I ARAT Sell 7 Rrwd #
ITAAT T G ¢ I R F FYFT TS Areda1 faAqeft Gl (UNCAT) hr gfe
e A2

o Tahawwur Rana’s appeal in the U.S. Supreme Court also cites India’s record of
custodial torture, using the UK ruling as a reference to challenge his extradition.

ageqy Ao 1 AR F Folter FIE 7 arder off s & Rywa 7 araen F R+is F1 garan
&t &, 3R yerdor & FRaTE g% F Hud A 4t & T F sTAAT FAl

o Other fugitives facing extradition to India have also used similar arguments,
exposing a legal gap that weakens India’s criminal justice system.

AR H TeIUOT T HIHAT HT I8 3T AT o Y 38) TF 1 39T fFar &, 998 SIRa Y
HTRITF AT YOI Y FHAA 3R &t B

India’s stance on international treaties

rawrsdy aftat o siRa & fRufa

e India has historically taken a strong stance against torture, initiating UN General
Assembly Resolution 32/64 and ratifying the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(1948) and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1976).

AR & AT T § AT & TR F3T @ HYATAT ¢, 3 YT TS HETHHT T
YT 32/64 % T 3K 1948 & wraeifAE AarfwR wrvon a7 3K 1976 F
HAWTSET AR TF Totei v RN |y S gfve |

o Despite this, India has not ratified the UNCAT, raising concerns about its
commitment to human rights.

3 qTaS[G, HRA A UNCAT i gt a7gt Y 8, orad Arerariasrt & wfar swehr gfcagerar

W {GT 35 8|

e Articles 51(c) and 253 of the Indian Constitution mandate respect for international
treaties, yet India finds itself among non-ratifying regimes like Angola, Brunei,
Comoros, The Gambia, Haiti, and Sudan.

AR Wi F srped 51(4) 3 253 srawrsdrr @it & gfer gearer A srferariar
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Need for a comprehensive anti-torture law
AT ATcleAT AU FefeT A JraRIHdT

e India must enact a strong anti-torture law to strengthen its human rights record
and enable the ratification of UNCAT.

HI Y 39 AAATAFR RIS B AT FI A UNCAT Hr e #Y warer #3a & faw

Teh S ITcTAT faIEft Fiefet 1] =T AR |
e The Indian government must take proactive steps to eliminate custodial torture,
ensuring that fugitives cannot use this as a reason to evade extradition.

WHR F! BIHT H TG Y FATCT T & T AfFT FgH 3o TIfgT, arfes s 5@
TGO ¥ T F TR & T F ST T FT T |

o Without such reforms, India’s global reputation as a defender of human rights will
remain in question.

¥ FURT & e, ATarfsRi & W@ & T 7 0 A AR gfoser @iz F O F a=i
|

Judicial Abdication

a1+ fAfewHaan

e In 2010, the Rajya Sabha Select Committee recommended a comprehensive anti-
torture law, reflecting a broad political consensus on the issue.

2010 #, TSIHHT Y T WIATA & T SATIF ATer=T ANl Frefer hr RArwifer #, v sw
HEE W I STl AT T AT &

e The Law Commission also recommended an anti-torture law in its 273rd Report
(2017) and even drafted a proposed bill for the government’s consideration.

fafer amaer & ot arwedt 27341 Rl (2017) # v Araan RAedt Freer i RAwTRer #7131
WK & TR & T U yEariad [9eaes &1 #gler IR |

e The Human Rights Commission of India has similarly advocated for a stand-alone
anti-torture law.

HRET AR AT ¥ #ff veh Faeia ATt RAReh Feget i aohrera 1 31

Judicial Interpretation and Inaction

1% <arear iR AfSHIar

e The Supreme Court, in multiple cases (D.K. Basu (1997), Puttaswamy (2017),
Nambi Narayanan (2018), Romila Thapar (2018)), has declared that torture violates
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the fundamental right to dignity and privacy under Article 21.

AT FIE 7 F& AT 7 (¥, 99 (1997), TSR (2017), AN AR (2018),
YT AT (2018)) FeT & AT Ireede 21 F dga IRAT AR Muehgar F Alfaw
HAFR $T Jooraed HI ¢

However, in Ashwani Kumar (2019), the Court failed to push the government to
enact an anti-torture law, despite its previous rulings urging legislative reforms.

gTaifer, 37fRael FHAR (2019) ATHS H, T THR I AT R Frefet ] FI4 F
fore sty @ F Rea W@, STafe sq@ gl 36 S AHG F FHiolet URT T [Forier
oAl

The Court ignored the principle that a "lack of legislation may be contrary to the
principle of legal certainty", which allows courts to urge the legislature to act.

3reTerd o 39 RAgUid I Aosiers FX A1 & Fege i sequieyfa wepEh Afteaar &
T & f&are g a8, S =ararfesnr & faenfissr @t wrars & foe aRd & i
AT &T &

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud (Jeet S. Bisht, 2007) stated that the separation of

powers doctrine allows courts to point out legislative failures, but this was not
applied in the anti-torture context.

arAfd tams. Tags (S vw. fase, 2007) & F1 a1 F afeaat & quaor &1 gy
Aot @t farenfeT it FAAt FY $ra Fxa @ sgafa dar e, ke araer e
FIe[ & HTHS 7 38 AT 781 o o)

In Shayara Bano (2017), the Court warned that constitutional rights can be eroded
by government inaction, yet it failed to push for an anti-torture law.

QTR 14T (2017) AT 7, 3eTed of Adra«! & ot fF S A fSFaar @ @denfas
HAFR FASAR 81 TFA 8, Y 811 3 1A T Hleled TR IS A AL 35T

Extradition Cases and Human Rights

TIYoT ATH 3R AR

The Sanjay Bhandari and Tahawwur Rana extradition cases highlight the failure of
India’s legal framework to address torture allegations.

Tt $T3RY 3R TFET WO F YeA4or AT HRA Y FIofeit FOTTA Y RAerar Y 390K
FIA §, SN AT & JRGT Y TS F F 306 @ L

Foreign courts have denied extradition due to India’s failure to ratify the UN
Convention Against Torture (UNCAT).

fageft srareral & 3R & UNCAT #r Iffe F F¥et & HROT Te9or & $aaR 1 R 3|

This raises serious questions about India’s commitment to human rights and its
constitutional obligations.
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Ig AR T AAAEFRT F Fir wfdagerar ik s@hr gaufas Seeaiat w wsfik gara
g3 FAAT Y|

India’s Political Failure on Torture

JTdT 9T AR Y qSTAads [Ahedr

India’s failure to enact a credible anti-torture law exposes the weakness of its
political system.

AR FT TF THTAT ATAAT T FefeT 9] FIA 7 I AHe @11 U TsTeilicreh TOTl HY
FHAN FY IAPR FIT &

Political parties have shown indifference to enacting such laws, despite a national
consensus on the issue.

TSI gol A 39 AGE W AT HEATH & q1G9[G, $H FIeeT ) AN] I H FarleTar
feas 71

India risks being seen as disregarding international human rights norms by
refusing to ratify UNCAT.

UNCAT &Y gfe 7 Td, SR TSy ATAIEHR AT Y ATgeel HIa arell &2 a1
T B

Global Lessons on Torture
ITdaT W dRaGs g9

The Guantanamo Bay example shows that torture in state custody severely
damages a democracy’s global reputation.

TAIAATAT § FT 3¢T8I0T e@TaT § fF T a & J1aar Adad 6 IRaw ofy Fr 73iix
T { THATA Tgare ¢ |

India must protect its democratic values by ratifying UNCAT and enacting strong
anti-torture laws.

HI HT UNCAT Y e T 311X Aarqe arar favelt F1efet o) a1 39+t disaitaa fqeal
<Y T&TT HT=AT AT |

A democracy that fails to address custodial torture contradicts its own
foundational principles.

S AT R 7 AT F HEE FY gl I A Al 6T 8, I8 A9+ &1 AMfaw Rguiar
&1 Seaued HIT |

A rising India cannot afford to ignore human rights, as it seeks global leadership
and moral authority.

3R e I AfaF TR i @ # ot ARa & T AR i e F
Ha AE ¢
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Is the APAAR ID for students mandatory?

What does APAAR stand for? What are its touted benefits? Are State governments and school authorities pushing for its large-scale adoption? Is the collection of
personal data of minors without a backing law constitutional? What are digital activists saying?

S Paper Il:
overnance

EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep

The story so far:
ctivists and parents are worried
about the rapid push by
schools to generate an APAAR
ID. APAAR is part of the
National Education Policy (NEP), 2020's
record-keeping reforms, and while i
voluntary, States and school authol
have pushed students to enrol in it.

What is the APAAR ID?
APAAR stands for Automated Permanent
Academic Account Registry. The registry
enables what the government describes
as the ‘One Nation, One Student ID’, in
order to “accumulate and store
dents’] academic acc i
facilitating seamless transitions between
institutions for the pursuit of further
education”. The APAAR ID is linked to
Aadhaar and is stored in the DigiLocker.
‘The registry provides students with
dardised data on their marksheets

and institutional affiliation. The system is
touted as a way for different educational
institutes to rapidly process and verify
any given student’s academic transcripts.
APAAR is generated through the Unified
District Information System For
Education Plus (UDISE+) portal, which
contains regional academic statistics and
data on schools, teachers and students.

The ID is a key aspect of NEP 2020’s
mandate to overhaul education data
collection for policymaking and analysis.
The Education Ministry has been pushing
schools affiliated with the Central Board
of Secondary Education (CBSE) to get
“100% saturation” with respect to
students registering for an APAAR ID.

Is APAAR mandatory?

APAAR is not mandatory, according to a
document posted on the ID’s official site.
However, circulars by the 3

pages that have been published by the
government, do not make this clear. The

government has instead described the
benefits of APAAR to students, such as
permanently recording data on “transfer
from one school to the other, entrance
examination, admission, job application,
skilling, upskilling,” and so on. While
there is no law mandating its use, the
CBSE and States like Uttar Pradesh have
laid out expectations to schools, under
their umbrella, that the ID should be
issued to all students. Parents often do
not receive any information which clearly
spells out that the programme is
voluntary. The Union government
re-confirmed the optional nature of
APAAR in response to a Parliament query
in December 2024.

‘What about data security?

There is still a lack of clarity over the
genesis of the APAAR programme. When
the Internet Freedom dation (IFF)

New IDs: Students at a school in Governor Peta, Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh on March 15. GN. RAO

attempted to file a Right to Information
application on its policy documents, the
Union government transferred the
advocacy’s application over 30 times,

with no clear answer for months. “The
datasets slated to be collected through
APAAR enrolment are not limited to just
educational certificates and grades, but
spread far and wide,” the IFF wrote in
2023. Besides, the large-scale collection of
data of minors without a law to back it up,
the IFF argues, is unconstitutional.
Moreover, teachers have questioned the
need for APAAR, arguing that the data
that APAAR collects is already collated by
teachers for the UDISE+, thus duplicating
a significant amount of inistrati

targeted advertising directed at children”
by entities,” the IFF points out. “Having
open Application Programming Interfaces
(APIs) and channels of data sharing
without any robu: feguards, can
expose children’s data to third parties
who may use it for such purpos
itis rolled out, any such interf:
be secured and legal safeguards put in
place. There is an added responsibility on
the APAAR framework to ensure cyber
security, as the data being processed
pertains to children.. ”.

How is an APAAR ID generated?
‘Teachers and schools are taking the lead
in guiding parents to generate an APAAR
ID for students. Schools verify a student’s
“demographic details,” that is, their name
and date of birth. Parents are then
required to fill a consent form, and after
another step of authentication by the
school, the APAAR ID is generated. Some
parents have flagged issues regarding the
mismatch of names i
identity documents. *
correct the inaccurate data and resubmit
their request to generate the APAAR ID”,
an official document states.

Is there a way to opt out?
Parents have the option of writing to
schools and opting out of generating the
APAAR ID for children in their care. The
Software Freedom Law Centre (SFLC) has
provided a template on its website which
parents, wishing to opt out of the scheme,
can edit and send to their schools.
However, recent developments are
increasing pressure on parents and school
authorities at the local level to ensure
APAAR generation. For instance, Uttar
Pradesh has warned of “mismatch”
between APAAR generation and school
enrolment data, in spite of the voluntary
nature of the programme, and threatened
to de-recognise some madarassas that

work in schools.

“Additionally, Section 9(3) of the Digital
Personal Data Protection Act, 2023
specifically prohibits “tracking or

monitoring of children or

have not started the process. A digital
rights advocate said that so far, parents
have had success in persuading schools to
opt out by providing relevant paperwork
to show the voluntary nature of APAAR.

Is the APAAR ID for students mandatory?
FIT SHET & faT APAAR 3TE8) Afaary g2

Activists and parents are concerned about schools rapidly pushing

for APAAR ID generation, despite it being voluntary.

afrgard 3R srffemas Rifaa § @& wxe ash @ o6l & fAw APAAR 3m$sh

SoTaTe! T 2419 3T 1@ &, STafh a8 o &

e APAAR is part of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020’s record-keeping

reforms, designed to streamline academic data storage.

APAAR, Irsgra frear sifr (NEP) 2020 ¥ Repts-ifer gt &1 o @, foraent 3eged

Farfore SeT Wargor Y FATE a1 o |
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APAAR is not mandatory,
according to a document
posted on the ID’s official site.
However, circulars by the
CBSE, and FAQ pages that have
been published by the
government, do not make this
clear.

v

When the Intemet Freedom
Foundation (IFF) attempted to
file a Right to Information
application on its policy
documents, the Union
government transferred the
advocacy’s application over 30
times, with no clear answer for
months.

v

Parents have the option of
writing to schools and opting.

out of generating the APAAR ID
for children in their care.
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e Although optional, States and school authorities are pressuring students to enroll
in APAAR.

I TF oo ¢, BT ot Tor w3 Tl wermrwe STl T APAAR & GSfior
H T a1 T @ ¥

What is the APAAR ID?

APAAR 33 #1872

e APAAR stands for Automated Permanent Academic Account Registry.

APAAR &1 1 1 " Faifad Tt derfors arar e 21

o It aims to implement a ‘One Nation, One Student ID’ system to store students’
academic records and ensure smooth transitions between institutions.

FHFT 36527 Tl AU, TeT TESC HTESY YOITR Y AT F1 8, Fored ot & darfors
Repts Tadia fore o1 &k 3 Feumal & e FTETaor Jar 8 9 |

e The APAARID is linked to Aadhaar and stored in DigiLocker, allowing for quick
verification of academic transcripts.

APAAR 3TE3) &Y e & ST o147 § 31X 3@ DigiLocker & §I)d fam sirar &, 5aa
Ya1fore geATOTgET Y AR TeaTas Ui Wara g §

e ltis generated through the Unified District Information System for Education Plus
(UDISE+), which maintains school, teacher, and student data.

T% Ifwrss Bieae swiiee Rves B v cad (UDISE+) & ATETH @ =118 SITelt
g, S ¥, frete 3 o1 321 #T Hag Far g

e A key goal of APAAR is to enhance education data collection for policymaking
and analysis.

APAAR T U& 9@ 3¢ae¥ Aifaara faota 3iiv feeryor & fore fRramr 31 wargor &1 agrar
&g

e The Education Ministry has instructed CBSE-affiliated schools to achieve "100%
saturation” in APAAR registration.

fRvaTr FaTerT o Wefivws & wagy FHAT F1 7 100% Geiaor gAREaa & fder e §)

Is APAAR mandatory?
4T APAAR 3ifaard g2

e According to the official website, APAAR is not mandatory.

anfaFRE deaTse & IUR, APAAR ifaard a8t 2|
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e However, CBSE circulars and government FAQs do not explicitly mention that it is
voluntary.

graifer, HiAvas IR R TEFR FAQ A Trse T X T At dar T T F I
e ¢

o The government highlights APAAR’s benefits, such as tracking student progress,
transfer records, entrance exams, admissions, and job applications.

TIER APAAR & arsi 1 gaifelt §, S o ol &Y werfa, Fer graw Rets, warer wdiam,

gaer 3T AlFd 3rdeT F7 2T R

e States like Uttar Pradesh and CBSE have instructed schools to issue APAAR IDs
to all students, making it seem compulsory.

3R 98 I Hidiews & sFumE o Fet F @3 ol F AT APAAR IEH I F F
fader R § Tad 78 sfaad gda gar gl

e Many parents are unaware that the program is optional, as schools do not clearly
communicate this information.

&% JTRATTH A T5 FTTFN 781 ¢ & I8 FRFA dFfeas 8, Fifd ol T FT 4
SHPT SATAPRY 6T & &

e Inresponse to a parliamentary query in December 2024, the Union government
reaffirmed that APAAR is voluntary.

e 2024 # wHE # Y& 7T vF WA & A H, FE TFR 7 SaRT G A fF APAAR
wfos &

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

What about data security?

T & Y AHT FAT A §2

e Thereis alack of transparency regarding the origins of the APAAR programme.
APAAR HEHH $Y 3cafer I dht TReETRIAr 6T FHAT § |

e The Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF) filed an RTI to obtain policy documents on
APAAR, but the Union government transferred the application over 30 times with
no clear response.

FToic HISH BI33U (IFF) st APAAR &Y Hife gFamdst ared w3 & AT v RTI R #,
AT Fg TIFR o 37 Mg H 30 ¥ 370 I) TuEaika #1 a 3tk wuse 39x a8t
fe=mi

e IFF highlighted that APAAR collects more than just educational records, raising
concerns about excessive data collection.

IFF & 9d14T T APAAR &ad de1f0re R & 781, afcsw 39 Fel 3™+ 327 v Fa1
g, U s a1 Targ Y A Raw qg a1$ §

e The large-scale collection of minors’ personal data without a specific law backing
it is unconstitutional, according to IFF.
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¥, sradunfas B

e Teachers argue that APAAR duplicates the data already collected for the UDISE+
system, increasing their administrative workload.

freTen! T Fg1 & fF APAAR T 32T ThT HTdT & ST 98 § & UDISE+ 9ormel & faw
HHhfad fFar A1ar 8, S 391 wenafas F1f 9¢ AT 81

Legal concerns under the Digital Personal Data Protection Act,
2023

fforee safaaera Ser avator srfafaws, 2023 & qga FE Riaw

e Section 9(3) of the Act prohibits tracking, behavioral monitoring, or targeted
advertising for children, yet APAAR has open APls that could expose children’s
data to third parties.

AT Fr arr 9(3) T=at f e, sy IR, a1 Jftra Barge # yfaefta
FX 8, T 8 APAAR 3 @elt AP (Tferarerer Wanfaer sexibw) §, forad a=at &1 3ar ey

qaT F 3PN &1 hdT ¢l

e Activists argue that before rolling out APAAR, strong cybersecurity measures and
legal safeguards must be established.

afrarfeal F1 Fgar ¢ fF APAAR @] I § Ted, AT AT5aT F&TT 39Tt AR Ff
FIETT YTaUTal Y TIRTSHT ¢

e Thereis ahigher responsibility on APAAR to ensure child data protection and
prevent misuse.

APAAR W 7 difaRed et ¥ B ag a=al & 3er i guan giafaa 3 3k Bl oft
GO Y A |

How is an APAAR ID generated?

APAAR 3T$3! $8 Fa1$ SATCY 872

e Teachers and schools guide parents in generating APAAR IDs for students.
frar 3R T ATar-Rar #1 ol F AT APAAR 3EE s9e # AnTgdw Fa §

e Schools verify students' demographic details (name, date of birth), after which
parents must fill out a consent form.

T Bl & S favor (7, s fafd) # weafia w3 8, forad e A

RaT =) AT B 9T I=5aT ¢
e Once verified and authenticated, the APAAR ID is generated.
AT A TATONFOT & a1, APAAR HTES) 3o T AT &
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e Some parents have reported issues with name mismatches between school
records and official identity documents.

& JfRsTaR! F Ther RS 3R st geara grardsit & AT Fr srasverar H
Rwa # 3

e In such cases, parents must correct the data and resubmit the request for APAAR
ID generation.

XY AT H, ATT-RAaT Y 32T TE FA1 819 AR APAAR ISR F AT g1 31 wafAe
HIAT g |

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

Is there a way to opt out?

FIT APAAR ¥ 91X [Adda &1 f[dFeT 82

e Parents can formally write to schools and opt out of generating an APAAR ID for
their children.

ATT-rar Fgell 1 HTaReE w0 & frgst 3rva a4t F AT APAAR 3§38 s &

AP FT ThA & |
e The Software Freedom Law Centre (SFLC) has provided an opt-out template on its
website for parents to use.

ATFEAAT HISH of YT (SFLC) A Y= dqHTSE I ATA-Nar & faw v ' 3ifce-3n3e
SFIAE 3T FIAT B

e However, local authorities and school administrations are pressuring parents to
ensure APAAR registration.

g, TATAIT FATHT 3R Tl FaUT ATAT-RAAT 9T APAAR USior GlafRad Fa &1
EaTd 1 T &

e For example, Uttar Pradesh has linked APAAR registration to school enrollment
data, warning madrasas that have not started the process.

3TEIOT & AT, 3T Fer & Fhel ATATRT ST HT APAAR FHIHI0T § 3T 8, 3 37 ASTat
FY Tarasi § ¥, Hegia uftkar & A 1 71

o Digital rights activists report that some parents have successfully opted out by
providing formal paperwork.

Bfoee feR FRwdit #1 Fear ¢ F o Arar-Rar a sitvafs qrars vwega w3
AFAAEF SHA 16T fAderal 7 Wherdr ured $1 81
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Supreme Court to hear pleas
against 2023 law on CEC, EC
appointments on April 16

lGS Pager Il: Election |

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday scheduled a
detailed hearing of a chal-
lenge to a law giving the
Union government a domi-
nant role in the appoint-
ments of the Chief Election
Commissioner and Elec-
tion Commissioners on
April 16.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Surya Kant listed the
case in mid-April following
an oral mentioning made
by advocate Prashant
Bhushan, who appeared
for petitioner-NGO Asso-
ciation for Democratic Re-
form (ADR).

The case was originally
listed before the Bench for
hearing on March 19, but
placed towards the fag end

This case goes to
the very roots of
democracy, says
senior advocate
Prashant Bhushan

of the board. Mr. Bhushan
voiced the possibility that
the case would not come
up for hearing on March
19, and sought a future
date. “This case goes to the
very roots of democracy,”
he submitted.

The case hearing was si-
milarly adjourned in Fe-
bruary. At that time, it was
on a request from Solicitor-
General Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the Centre,
who said he was appearing
in another courtroom be-
fore a Constitution Bench.

Meanwhile, a new Chief

Election Commissioner,
Gyanesh Kumar, was ap-
pointed under the Chief
Election = Commissioner
and other Election Com-
missioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service, and
Term of Office) Act of 2023.
The top court had in the
past refused a plea to stay
the law’s implementation.

Justice Kant had earlier
orally observed that the
test regarding the validity
of the 2023 Act would
hinge on whether the apex
court’s authority to pro-
nounce binding decisions
under Article 141 could be
circumvented or diluted by
a law.

“The real test here is
between the court’s opi-
nion and exercise of legis-
lative powers,” Justice Kant
had remarked.

Supreme Court to Hear Pleas Against 2023 Law on CEC, EC
Appointments on April 16
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f&rem® FfR3it S Forars F3m
Scheduled Hearing on April 16
16 3r¥er Y Ferars AuiRe

The Supreme Court has scheduled a detailed hearing for April 16 on a petition
challenging the 2023 law, which gives the Union government a dominant role in
appointing the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and Election Commissioners
(ECs).

FAA FIE A 16 I8l Y 37 TAFT R Aeqga goars fuifa 6 g, S@d geg gome
3T (CEC) 3R gara amgaal (ECs) F1 gfea # &g waR : vgw {fAwr & arer
2023 & I HI geitelt & 18 ¥

A Bench led by Justice Surya Kant listed the case for mid-April after an oral
mentioning by advocate Prashant Bhushan, who represents the petitioner NGO
Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR).

A YA Y IregaTar arelt dis 7 rftrasrar weria $yor ganT #if¥® w7 @ AFer
3BT AT & 918 39 34 & e F gehagy B, o & anfRreerdt vashsn vafireers
B 3ANHTeF NGFT (ADR) F1 yfafaftics & @ &

Previous Postponements

gEel T Gerars Toll

The case was initially listed for hearing on March 19, but it was placed towards the
end of the board, leading to a possibility of it not being heard on that day.

ATHS FT YE A 19 AT Y Gorars & fow Feitager B arar o, ofhet 58 g 7 wa@ 3
A @1 IAT T, TSI 39 1o GoAars o g1t ol HHTeer ol |

Prashant Bhushan requested a future date, arguing that the case goes to the very
roots of democracy.

YRITeT 30T A T A TG T e 6T, I§ < &t §U o6 A5 Aven Avehed H 7T
m#gag&n%l
A similar adjournment took place in February after Solicitor General Tushar

Mehta, representing the Centre, requested a delay as he was appearing before
another Constitution Bench.

wa 7 off 54t o Y GAars Tl Y, 919 g WHR F Threr Ao 0 STalel JIR Agal
A 50 TN FTe 7 IR0 BT 4, 71T a8 v e Wi it & gwar @Y @ A

Appointment Under the New Law
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AT FTeleT & ded Agfad

e Meanwhile, a new Chief Election Commissioner, Gyanesh Kumar, has been
appointed under the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service, and Term of Office) Act,
2023.

et i, 2023 F FET AT HGFA AR 37 Tovra g (g, dar v ek 3k
FTEFTe) HTAFATH F q6 TAWT FAR FY 7T FET AT AT v gaa Brar w2 g

e Earlier, the Supreme Court refused to stay the implementation of this law, despite
requests for an interim order.

Y Tgd, A FIE 7 37 T F HAeader I OF T @ SRR T foam o, grenifen
58h TIT AR A T HiaT by 718 T

Key Legal Question in the Case

ATHS # {ET Fefal! garel

e Justice Surya Kant previously observed that the validity of the 2023 law would be
tested on whether it undermines the Supreme Court's authority under Article 141.

A WA o Ige FET T 2023 F FTeeT Y dar 36 AYUR W 9wl Jreait B
FUT I o8 141 & T8 oA HIE 1 JTAFIRAT Y FAAR F3aT

¢ He noted that the core issue is the balance between the Supreme Court’s authority
and the legislative powers of Parliament.

35t F1 & 7ET A1 7% § & olter F1E & srftreerRan sikt wweg & Rurh afFawt &
drr Ao fhe e ST T 7

Conclusion

IGACa ]

e The upcoming Supreme Court hearing on April 16 will be crucial in determining
the constitutional validity of the 2023 law.

16 313 Y A FIE $T §1oF Tl YoAa1s 2023 & Fefet Y HAUTTAF derelr a7 FaF
Agcaqut gt

e Thecaseis likely to set a precedent on whether Parliament can enact a law that
alters the Supreme Court’s previous rulings regarding election appointments.

IE ATHAT W a1 1 FAATe 97 TFaT § B 41 990G F1§ QAT Fele 9 FFA 8, A goAT
3T it AYFaE ¥ 2 A FIE & Tz & Haell F aqa 4|

e Asthe case progresses, it will have significant implications for India's democratic
framework and electoral independence.
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AT Y WA F WY, ST AR & ANFaiiag ord AR AT Faaaar I Ageaqor yama
g39m|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)
1.Different Risks and Rewards of Using UAVs
qudY (UAVs) & 39T & fafliesr af@e sikx amer

2.Per Capita Income Claims by States Contradict High BPL
Population: Supreme Court

AT & 9 SFfFd 3T & gral &1 3= Sfiver AHard) ¥ [T
gl FIE

" Tryst with gravity

Sunita Williams, who spent nine months stuck in space with fellow astronaut Butch Wilmore, being
helped out of a SpaceX capsule that landed o the Florida coast on Wednesday. ANI (SEE ALSO PAGES 4, 16)

|GS Paper lll: S&T |
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What are the different risks
and rewards of using UAVS?

Why are Unmanned Aerial Vehicles seen as less of a threat compared to inhabited or piloted fighter jets? How
should India evolve as UAVs become integrated into military operations?

IGS Paper lll: S&T

Adya Madhavan

The story so far:
he sight of two Chinese
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles
(UAVs) over waters near
Okinawa recently had Japan
scrambling to pursue them. Yet, the level
of alarm was considerably lower than
what it would have been if the People’s
Liberation Army Air Force’s piloted
aircraft had been sighted near Japanese
airspace. Arguably, in most cases, UAVs
are seen as less of a threat than a fighter
jet in the same context.

Why are UAVs seen as less of a threat?
Many features factor into this perception.
UAVs are, by and large, less dangerous,
since even those UAVs that are capable of
carrying weapon payloads are still less
capable than fighter jets; a large
proportion of UAVs are not armed and

Different

serve surveillance and reconnaissance
purposes. Additionally, the lack of direct
human presence makes them seem like
less of an instrument of state power. By
virtue of being unmanned, sending a UAV
for a reconnaissance mission seems like a
low-hanging fruit, where the mission may
be just as effective without endangering
human life, or risking an expensive
inhabited aircraft. Even if UAVs are
downed by enemy forces, they seem less
of a burden financially.

Are there recent examples of this?
Instances of drones being shot down and
met with a relatively restrained response
are examples of this. For instance, in 2019
an American surveillance drone was shot
down by Iran over the Strait of Hormuz
using an Iranian surface-to-air missile.
The Iranians called it an act of
self-defence as the drone, they said, was
within their airspace, while the U.S.

claimed it was flying over international
waters. Tensions were already high then,
and U.S. President Trump ordered a
strike, but it was soon aborted. Although
U.S. forces maintained readiness in the
region, no overt military retaliation
occurred. Similarly, when Russia brought
down an American MQ-9 Reaper UAV in
2023 there was no major retaliation.
While this perceived lower level of
threat can prevent actions from resulting
in conventional warfare, it can also
indirectly encourage risk-taking
behaviours. While countries would not
typically be willing to infiltrate another
country’s airspace or fly close to foreign
territories in a fighter jet, the costs of
losing an unmanned aircraft are lower
and therefore countries are more willing
to utilise them for such missions. Given
that UAVs are also met with less drastic
forms of retaliation, countries can see
them as an easy way to perform actions

Risks and Rewards of Using UAVs

FudY (UAVS) & 39319T & faflies af@e sikk amer

Why are UAVs seen as less of a threat?
Tl Y FH TAGATF F41 ATAT ST 82

DPATRIOTICIAS

that they would not otherwise.

‘What are the repercussions for India?
The challenge for India is to figure out
how to effectively deal with UAVs,
especially in relation to its neighbouring
countries. In the case of Pakistan, smaller
propeller-powered UAVs are often used to
transport arms and drugs across the
border, with the Pakistani government
not taking accountability. India will need
to figure out how to deal with such
incursions without utilising expensive
missiles to bring them down like it did in
2019. Air-to-air missiles like the one India
used via a Su-30 in 2019 are far more
expensive than the dual-use UAVs they are
used to bring down. Pakistan has not
taken any major retaliatory actions when
India has shot down UAVs. Similarly,
Bangladesh recently deployed Turkish
Bayraktar TB-2 UAVs near the Indian
border for surveillance. In the case of
larger fixed-wing UAVs like the Bayraktar
TB-2, which is akin to most inhabited
military aircraft in terms of size and
endurance, in the unlikely event that it
ventures into Indian airspace, given the
lower associated level of threat, India will
have to figure out how to address the
issue without risking further escalation.

As UAVs become integrated with
military operations, Indian military
strategy will have to evolve accordingly.

Adya Madhavan is a researcher at the
Takshashila Institution.

o UAVs are generally less dangerous than fighter jets, as most are used for
surveillance and reconnaissance, rather than combat.

Ut HHAR IR T3 FAATAT Y JeloAT A F3 TRATF it §, Fi1ch goTel § TRIehier 1
39T forarrett 3T 2 freratt & forw foam S1rerm 8, & o gewr & o

e Even armed UAVs carry a lower weapon payload than fighter jets, reducing their
perceived threat level.

FereT uat off g At Fr gorar # Fa gRaR & 9na €, a9 geehr TerT 3rvethd

HH BT &
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e Since UAVs do not have pilots, they are not seen as direct instruments of state
aggression, making them politically less provocative.

U # qrIere 791 81, SHTAT 375 s Y TeA&T HTHTHFAT HT IYFIT a1 AT ST,
8 & Tofas & & 37 3T 81 &

o Deploying UAVs for reconnaissance poses fewer risks compared to sending a
piloted aircraft, as there is no human life at stake.

A TR F e Judt dena FI ¥ A F7 Qe §, FIF S8 v gare Hr A
Gl H ¢! 93|

e IfaUAVis shot down, itis a smaller financial and political burden, unlike losing a
fighter jet.

3R FE Judt AR PR srar 8, A 7 asr A Ay goren 7 Ry ik woeifas v @
FH THAFEHES g1 8

Recent Examples of UAV Engagements

qudl ¥ I3 §TeT F IeTe<or

e In 2019, Iran shot down an American surveillance drone over the Strait of Hormuz,
claiming it was in Iranian airspace, while the U.S. said it was over international waters.

2019 &, §IT A RIS TASHEWALT & FH Ueh IHARFY fAaRredt gt 1 AR o, =
mmﬁ?%wéﬂﬁmmﬁmmﬁwﬁﬁwﬁmﬁsmmaﬁaﬁﬁ

a1

e Although tensions were high, the U.S. did not retaliate militarily, indicating that UAV
incidents are less likely to escalate into full-scale war.

T a1 318 o7, IANFT F Vo7 T T F ufdener 78 o, God gar gearg &
JUdl § 33 TCHARRH 93 Jetl H S olel dhl HHTGAT A gl o

e Similarly, when Russia downed an American MQ-9 Reaper UAV in 2023, there was
no major response from the U.S.

FH @E, 919 &F A 2023 H T ARG MQ-9 ¥ Juat 't AR o, & 3raAfan i sk
¥ 1§ 791 afafhan 78 g8

Risk-Taking Behavior with UAVs
Judl & HROT g SA@AYOT TG’

e Since UAVs are considered low-risk, countries are more willing to send them into
foreign airspace, even where they wouldn’t send piloted jets.

Jud Y FA NF@A qTelT ATAT AT 8, FATAT 42 So¢ [Agef gar$ 81 7 o & v afw
FTGF 8Id 8, ol &1 d g8 UrFeies Sie o A9 |
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e Because UAV incursions do not provoke severe retaliation, countries use them
more frequently for surveillance and intelligence gathering.

Judt i gatts F T wfvater ¢ gian, safor dar PR 3t giear SRy vh F
& T saet 0= ITAhr FId

Repercussions for India
R & T y3rq

e Indiafaces challenges in handling UAV incursions from neighboring countries,
especially Pakistan and China.

AR Y gort o, frery w0 § wifrearer 3R et & @ arel et gads @ fagea

gelferat 1 AT FT 93 T R

e Pakistan uses small UAVs to smuggle arms and drugs across the border, while
denying official responsibility.

qIfREaTeT B Ut HT 3R §RAART 3R 377 A avd & AT Fyar 8, STafn snfwies
T F AT 9 I 3R FIAT 8|

¢ India needs cost-effective solutions to counter UAV threats, as using expensive air-
to-air missiles to down drones (like in 2019) is not sustainable.

HRA T Jud! Tt & fvest & fore Rrwrard gamue efee, #ifs 2019 7 swanma fFo
T AFHN WR-T-TA RATSal FT TR-TR 3TN ATGgIRF 8T &

e In 2019, an Indian Su-30 fighter jet was used to shoot down a Pakistani UAV, but
the cost of the missile was far greater than the UAV itself.

2019 &, & HRCAT G-30 a5T%; FaTar & vah wifdheraredt udt w1 AR R, afher famger
Y ST JUeY Y JeolAT A Fot HAF oY

e Bangladesh has also deployed Turkish Bayraktar TB-2 UAVs near the Indian
border for surveillance, raising security concerns.

qrraTeer o oft T DaAr F arw IR F fre gt & Bayraktar TB-2 Judt dara frw
¢, Toraa geem gath fiand «dr g

¢ India must develop countermeasures to deal with large, fixed-wing UAVs like the
Bayraktar TB-2, while avoiding unnecessary military escalation.

R #I Bayraktar TB-2 3 a3, Rraes-fdor udt & favest & farw garmd worhfaar
AT Fee gieft, Safs s = aeira § I9=1 819m|

How Should India Evolve in Response?

HRA T JUdl & Fga 31T & gfa F wrefa srqemsit anfge?

1. Investin Advanced UAV Detection Systems
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o Useradar and electronic warfare techniques to detect and neutralize UAV
threats efficiently.

o U FeRY HT Il dMat AR A3 FA & FAT TR 3R gAFIAF our awairn!
T 3TN H|
2. Develop Cost-Effective Countermeasures
o Using expensive missiles to destroy UAVs is not a viable solution.

o g FAuTsal FT 3TT Jue F AR R F v s wamenmer 78t 81

o India should explore cheaper alternatives like anti-drone jammers and laser
weapons.

o HRA &I TA-Z St 3T Ao gFRAIRT S Rrwrarct et Y damer we! aifRe|

3. Strengthen Border Surveillance with UAVs
o Deploying India's own UAVs for border patrol can help monitor and counter
threats effectively.

o HIAT I AR et iy Aerelt IR 3 GRaT FY AT FT Hahell T

4. Improve Policy Frameworks and International Coordination
o Work with neighboring countries to prevent UAV-based smuggling and
unauthorized incursions.

o gud ITTRa a¥al AR =ftFa guds H Awe & fore ugie daut & @ woeay
&
5. Enhance Military Integration of UAVs

o As UAVs become more common in military operations, India must upgrade
its drone capabilities.

o SA-3R dvr TR A Fud 1 3UANT 95 TET ¥, AR Y 3 ST arAGIHT FY
3eAd HTT g

Conclusion

sy

e UAVs present both opportunities and challenges for modern warfare.
Fudt smyfae geu F faw saaw 3t galfaar Qe seqa w §

o While they lower the risk of human casualties, they also encourage risk-taking
behavior in international conflicts.

¥ AT gaTedl & AR FT FH A ¢, AT HAASET Horst § NFEH AN Ay ugfa A
#ft srerel €

e India must develop a comprehensive UAV strategy that balances security, cost-
effectiveness, and diplomatic considerations.

HIT Y T FH YUl 0T A w3el ghah, st gam, amra yeraefiear sk
Tl FREI H AJfad |
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Per capita income claims by States
contradict high BPL population: SC

[GS Paper lll: Income |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday questioned the
claims of high develop-
ment rate and per capita
income when certain
States have about 70% of
their population living be-
low the poverty line. The
court wondered whether
distribution schemes of
subsidised essential food
grains really reached the
poor in the country.
“There are States which
utilise or project the deve-
lopment card, saying our
per capita income is high,
we have progressed so
well, but we find that 70%
of their population are de-
clared below poverty line
(BPL)... How can these two
factors go together? There
is an inherent contradic-
tion if 70% people are BPL

Is subsidised ration system
merely a ploy for popularity,
asked the Supreme Court.

and still you claim a high
per capita income,” Justice
Surya Kant, heading a
Bench, observed orally.

The top court wondered
whether the subsidised ra-
tion system, meant to pro-
vide food security to the
deserving poor, was mere-
ly a ploy by governments to
garner popularity.

The court was hearing
petitions seeking ration

cards for migrant workers
to ensure food security.

Advocates Prashant
Bhushan and Cheryl
D’Souza, appearing for ac-
tivists Anjali Bhardwaj,
Harsh Mander, and Jag-
deep Chhokar, said the
contradiction arose from
the growing level of in-
equality. “The level of in-
equality has gone up so
much that a few people are
worth lakhs of crores while
a vast majority survive on
T30 and 40 a day,” Mr.
Bhushan said.

Justice Kant asked
whether the issuance of ra-
tion cards identifying the
beneficiaries for distribu-
tion of foodgrains too were
dictated by political con-
siderations.

“Unfortunately, the Ex-
ecutive functions at diffe-
rent levels. By the time ra-
tion reaches the poor, so

many things would have
happened,” Justice Kant
observed. The court said
corruption and misman-
agement of the Public Dis-
tribution System must not
be a ground to discourage
its implementation. It ad-
ded that the poor have a
right to access at least two
square meals a day in
terms of their fundamental
right to life.

Appearing for the
Centre, Additional Solici-
tor-General  Aishwarya
Bhati intervened to stress
that the Centre was duty-
bound under the National
Food Security Act to pro-
vide food grains. She said
the coverage under the Act
was 81.35%. There was ad-
ditional coverage for 11
crore people under the An-
ganwadi scheme, and
further coverage for anoth-
er 22 crore people.

Per Capita Income Claims by States Contradict High BPL
Population: Supreme Court

TSt & ufa sgfFd 3m & gral #1 3= v 3mard) & R
FHA FIE
Supreme Court Questions Development and Poverty Contradiction

g FE o e 3 e & RAumeme w ware s/

e The Supreme Court questioned how certain States claim high per capitaincome
while about 70% of their population lives below the poverty line (BPL).
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gofter FIE F waTer 3o ¥ FT TT 3°9 i S 31T F grar FH FX TS §, TGF
JoTehT SIS 70% 3TETEY IS I@T (BPL) & i SasigraeT ¥ I8 ¢

o Justice Surya Kant, heading the Bench, pointed out the contradiction, stating:
"How can these two factors go together? If 70% of people are BPL, claiming high
per capitaincome seems contradictory."

ArHfd GAFI, S die AT Iregerar FT W@ F, 7 39 RAUmE Fi 39m0R R, 78 wed
g "I QY FREF AT HA ST Foha 2 IR 70% et fidieer &, Y 3== ufa safaa sma &t
grar faremsaY el gar 21

Doubts Over the Efficiency of Subsidy Schemes
gfeas Tieamat Y ysnaefiedr ) weg

e The court raised concerns about whether government food distribution schemes
actually reach the poor or if they are used to gain popularity.

HIE o AT STcATé o a1 TR WieF FAaor AT arecta # IIal T Tgeeht § 91 Hael
AHRIAT I F AT sEAATT AT AT
o Justice Kant observed that the implementation of the Public Distribution System

(PDS) often faces corruption and inefficiencies, which should not be a reason to
discontinue it.

A Fia 7 F81 F At Fawor yormel (PDS) ¥ fFaeads 7 37 rseEn iR
HETAATY g1t §, IfeheT Ig 3 ¢ e T HRUT 14T 8leAT ANRT|

e He emphasized that the poor have a fundamental right to access at least two
square meals a day.

37giel IR ST gl & INET F FH T FH & gFd ST HISAA IIod = 71 AlfeF A0HR
gl

Petition on Ration Cards for Migrant Workers

garlY fAF & fav T #1891 i

e The court was hearing petitions seeking ration cards for migrant workers to
ensure food security for them.

HIE JarHt AR HT W1eF AT YiARTd Fa & fAT e 12 & A AT areh At
Y geTars FI @ Al

e Advocates Prashant Bhushan and Cheryl D’Souza, representing activists Anjali
Bhardwaj, Harsh Mander, and Jagdeep Chhokar, argued that rising inequality is
creating this contradiction.

3rfRraarar weria swor 31T AR Sryen, i FRFAT safa sRege, ¥ A 3R T
B F1 yfafaftcd FT @ &, o aF A1 fF Tt 3rqAeTar sq RRumsmd & der w7 @ 8
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e Bhushan highlighted that while some individuals possess wealth worth lakhs of
crores, a vast majority survive on ¥30-%40 per day.

$IOT F FATAT T ST81 F& sqfFaal & 9w ot FAst Hr qufer §, 7t a8 mardy 30-240
gfafest W e T W@ 2

Concerns Over Political Influence in Ration Distribution

e Favor # erefae gvaei a3 Riar

o Justice Kant questioned whether ration card issuance and beneficiary selection
were politically motivated.

TSt FicT o YBT o 74T T 1S AR Fet AR et & a7er 7 verhfas sgdeT
afae &

o Heremarked that multiple levels of executive decision-making impact the final
distribution, leading to potential issues.

3egia Fegl fF FRIUIfF & Rffier Ta W fow v Holy 3ifas faaor « vanfag s
§, Sud wanfad 9AEITT 3cqeT gt &

Centre's Response on Food Security
ey YI&T 9T g AIHR AT wfafsmar

e Additional Solicitor-General Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for the Centre, assured
the court that the government is legally bound under the National Food Security
Act (NFSA) to provide food grains.

Fg TR 1 fafaftes #7 @ sfafea aifafier soe Tt ot F srererd #t
FmearHeT e & TR U wie guat Afafaas (NFSA) F daga wiepel &0 &
I+ V&I F3a & fow aea g

e She stated that NFSA covers 81.35% of the population, while additional provisions
support 11 crore people through the Anganwadi scheme and another 22 crore
beneficiaries.

3ol 9arT fF NFSA & dgd 81.35% HTETEY F Fax fFAT A1 §, A9 erTars) arar=n
F ATETH T 11 FA3 At 3R 37 22 Fs arenfHat F e srfaflea waus fFo ae §)

Conclusion: Addressing Inequality and Food Security
forsand: sraTeTar 3R @Iy AT Y T F@T

e The Supreme Court's observations highlight the contradiction between high
economic growth claims and the large BPL population.
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Wﬁﬁmﬁﬁ”wﬁwmﬁmm%%mﬁmﬁmaﬁﬁ
STaS[E 931 HE&AT 7 AT Acfiwer Aol F 3ma §

e Ensuring proper food distribution and addressing corruption in PDS are key
concerns for the judiciary.

iR w3 % wrey fRavor @@ Sor @ g 3k PDS # srserar &t ¥ fmar s,
AT & Y HeL o |

e The case brings focus to the need for a transparent and accountable system to
ensure food security for all citizens.

I ATe gl AR & forT @iy e giaad w3 & fav v areeff 3k SameE
SOTTelT Y ATRTFAT T EATT Higd FaT §
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1.The Elusive Quest for Happiness in an Uncertain and
Competitive World

sfafRea st wfaewdt gfaar & geft r arrh @
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The elusive quest for happiness in
an uncertain and competitive world

Three writers on ways to navigate the highs and lows of life through logic and reason, the power of will in shedding bad habits to make the changes
one seeks and how traps and barriers to problems may be avoided

GS Paper IV: Ethics

Sudhirendar Sharma

here has never been as much

unhappiness in human life as

today. The fear of having less

and desire of having more has
contributed as much to this
phenomenon. To fret about something
over which you have no control brings
unnecessary stress upon yourself. Peering
at the world today, it seems that there is
turbulence ahead, because of tectonic
shifts in economy and society which is
leading to excesses of exploitation and
indulgence. Wading through this maze
may seem a way out, but unhappiness
lingers all across and all along.

Happiness in itself is nothing, but is an
emotive feeling that is attributable. Yet,
one would like to get such a feeling. It
generates a sense of self-esteem, which in
itself is an important source of human
happiness. To see that others hold us in
high esteem can be a source of
contentment. No surprises, therefore,
that most human beings like to display
their better selves to the world in a show
of happiness and contentment. Much of
our life is spent in finding such an elusive
emotion. How does one navigate life’s
highs and lows? Kaushik Basu, former
chief economist of the World Bank, thinks
that reason, and logic, can guide humans
to achieve happiness.

Individual and collective therapy

To write his book, Reason to be Happy
(Penguin), Basu dipped into academic
writings on game theory, economics and
philosophy as also his experiences of
growing up in India and working as an
economist and policy-maker “trying to
tackle real-life problems.”

Basu asks a fundamental question: Can
we as individuals make the world a better
place? And, if so, how? He turns to game
theory, which he notes involves a lot of
reasoning and helps one tackle situations:
“It’s not enough to be clever; you must be
able to put yourself in the shoes of the
other clever person and think of what she
might do — which, in turn, is of course
based on what she thinks you might do.”

The capacity to reason, says Basu, is
underrated but it should be the most
valued. A lot of human woes, social and
economic, stems from the absence of
reasoning. Basu explains why human
beings have reason to be happy and also
why they “must reason to be happy.”
Logic, he reasons, can help train our
minds, so that when there’s something we
need, we can get it more effectively.” As
he writes, “You do not have a choice over
what others do. All you can do is assess
the situation and think of what you can
do”

0ld habits die hard
One would expect us to reason out the

root cause of unhappiness. In theory, it
might seem possible but not in practice. It
is beyond redemption when there is more
than one reason for it or the reason itself
is beyond repair. And, we are not making
any serious efforts as more than 50 per
cent of our time is spent in repeating our
habit(s).

Come to think about it, a remarkable
number of habits get repeated every day
and we are often proud of it. Ironically,
most of us believe our habits lead us to
take right and happy decisions.

Drawing on her expertise as a clinical
psychologist with a masters in
neuroscience, Dr. Sophie Mort concludes
that in nine out of 10 cases our habits do
us good only in a few cases in her book
(Un)Stuck (Simon&Schuster).

While nobody wants to follow sheep,
the system is so programmed that each
one ends up following the flock. Over 3
billion people on Facebook, 2.5 billion on
YouTube, and an estimated 2 billion on
Instagram, whether qualified or not,
share their views on living a happy life.
Whether or not they are happy remains
an open question!

Happiness has turned out to be a big
industry. Not only have there been
Ministries dedicated to address the
crucial issue of happiness, happiness
clinics have opened and happiness
therapies too are doing brisk business.
Yet, happiness remains as elusive. ‘Get

married; the research says it will make
you happier’; ‘Ignore marriage, it’s likely
to end in divorce’; ‘Buy a house and get
on the housing ladder;’ ‘Live in a van,
don’t do what society wants you to do;’
“You are enough as you are.” Messages like
these are commonplace and oral
therapies of the kind ease one out of
status quo, though temporarily.

Getting rid of unhappiness

A huge part our lives flows through our
habit selves, says Prof. Wendy Wood in
her book Good Habits, Bad Habits (Pan
Macmillan India). This is that part of
ourselves, which is powerful, which is
reliable, and which is always there. We
are stuck to our habits, quite often there
is hardly any time to reason out of it. We
all live habitually already, without being
seriously aware of it. And because of that,
a big part of who are you and why we do
what we do is often ignored, or is taken
for granted. The many ways things could
be done better get missed out. Samuel
Johnson had rightly remarked: ‘The
diminutive chain of habits are seldom
enough to be felt, till they are too strong
to be broken’.

The challenge is to avoid the search for
happiness, but to get rid of unhappiness.
Let life be without unhappiness, the
Buddha had remarked.

Sudhirendar Sharma is an independent
writer, researcher and academic.

The Elusive Quest for Happiness in an Uncertain and
Competitive World

sfafRaa it gfawaeft gferar & gait Fr arar @
The Rising Unhappiness in Modern Life
amyfas Siaer 7 Tt sraqfee

e There has never been as much unhappiness in human life as today, driven by the

fear of having less and the desire for more.

IS & TAT A AT Sitaet F g Fft gl JAIRE AT W, S F I F T AR o=

9 fr =T T IRT 8
e Stress arises when people worry about things beyond their control.

19 e 9¢dT § ST 19T 37 et Y Rar :d § S 31 F=or @ ae g #

e The world is facing economic and social shifts leading to excessive exploitation

and indulgence, making happiness harder to attain.

gferar anfde stk aenfore aRad=t &1 aerer w1 @ 8, oad srcafts atwor sl ater i

ygfer 7 W &, T el ured et Hoe g R g
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Happiness is not a tangible entity but an emotional state that boosts self-esteem.
it 7% sifaw o 78t 8, Ifow e smaeTcHs Rufa & S smer-aw AT &) e 31

People seek happiness by ensuring that others hold them in high regard, often
leading to a superficial display of contentment.

atr gaft ura & e 97 giafRaa wxa ¢ B qat 37 357 aeae dF W, orad srerae aredr

Iy 7 fegrar g g

Using Logic and Reason to Attain Happiness

% 3R gefer @ galt yred Fe

Kaushik Basu, former Chief Economist of the World Bank, suggests that logic and
reasoning help in achieving happiness.

g 8% & @ e srdeneh FIRF ag w71 AW § B aF AR R R yca Fw A
Heg F Fhd &

In his book, Reason to be Happy (Penguin), Basu explores how logic and game
theory can guide people through life’s challenges.

379+t gFaF Reason to be Happy (Penguin) #, & ST 8 & ad 31T aer ooy &
Shaet Y FoAlfat &1 #HT F i Aag FT R F

He argues that the ability to reason is undervalued but is crucial in tackling social
and economic problems.

AT FgT & [ TF T HT &THAT FT FH AT SATaT &, dfdher Ig Ao 31T 3nf¥isw
FAEART ¥ Aves & fow smaeds &

Basu highlights that while we cannot control others' actions, we can assess
situations logically and make better decisions.

TG 9dTd & % 7 & 7 gl F Frat ) ARy 7@t F wFa, Afver g ufaai w0
ifée freawor #T Jgar faoky o wa €

Breaking Free from Old Habits
QAT 3Tecl & FehRT qra

Despite knowing the root causes of unhappiness, people struggle to change their
habits.

AT & AT FRUI HI ATelet F GG, AT I el FY Taol=l § T I 81
Clinical psychologist Dr. Sophie Mort, in her book (Un)Stuck (Simon & Schuster),
states that 90% of our habits do not contribute to long-term happiness.

fFafasea aEeaifoee st A6 A 39+t g&as (Un)Stuck (Simon & Schuster) &
Fgell § foh 90% FHANY IMTe drapifar Grft 7 FrrereT 78t Fcli|
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e Social media platforms like Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram have become
spaces where billions share opinions on happiness, yet their personal happiness
remains questionable.

SHTF, J¢gd 3R ST ¥ Averer AfFAT cewhd o 3REt atr gaft ox R aw

FY §, 5T 3t 37t cafardera geft wegredg ot et g1+

e Happiness has become an industry, with governments launching happiness
ministries and therapy clinics thriving.

Gl 37 U 3T a1 T ¢, STET AHN FoNAq HATer P& FT @ ¢ AN Nt Felfas
Fel-Fel ¢ 2

Overcoming the Barriers to Happiness

@it Fr T 7 arent F gy F@

« Wendy Wood, in Good Habits, Bad Habits (Pan Macmillan India), explains that
much of our life is driven by unconscious habits.

&3 g3 379l ¥ Good Habits, Bad Habits (Pan Macmillan India) # sardt §
AR SiaeT &7 93T REAT Iadde T & I arell ATeal § FaIfad giar gl

o People often fail to recognize how deeply ingrained their habits are, making
change difficult.

T HFAT TE HEHH a1 FLcA [0 SeTehY IHTeed fhetel) MENTS W 3 AT Y 8, fore
qEaTa HFe g ST ¢

o Samuel Johnson rightly said, “The diminutive chains of habit are seldom felt until
they are too strong to be broken.”

A SATTHT o TE FgT, " Gl Y G&HA ABAT 79 dF AgHH 181 gYell, I A q A
o1 I el 1"

e Thereal challenge is not to pursue happiness but to eliminate unhappiness, as
Buddha emphasized.

areafa® et geft Fr @r a7, afew g@l wt GATcd F1 8, ST 3 ger o e ar |+

Conclusion: Finding Balance in the Search for Happiness

forsad: geft i @ F weter o

e Modern life has made happiness more elusive than ever, with material desires and
social pressures fueling dissatisfaction.

T Slaet F it w1 vger & A0 AR ao R B, et ilfae soond s wmnieE
ST HHAY HY ggrar &a B

e Using reason and logic can help individuals navigate life’s uncertainties, making it
easier to achieve happiness.
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TRt IS FAT AT Y AT B

e Breaking away from habitual behaviors and focusing on removing unhappiness
rather than seeking happiness may be the key to contentment.

el ¥ FF IR, Gl Y T FIA F T GET FY g FIA T EATT ST FAT qIeet
FI Y Folt & FHel A

e As societies evolve, redefining happiness beyond material success and social
validation will be essential for true well-being.

A% gaTe FF A @ & gl 7 Faer ilfas awean sk amfos WFfaa w
Y Rena e areafas weamor & faw sraegs g
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TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Ramnath Goenka Awards Given to The Hindu Journalists

THATY INFThT [EHR & &g & THRI I Jar e v

Ramnath Goenka
Awards given to The
Hindu Journahsts

[PCS

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Two journalists at The Hin-
du were felicitated by Pre-
sident Droupadi Murmu at
the 19th Ramnath Goenka
Excellence in Journalism
Awards 2025.

Maitri Porecha, senior
assistant editor, won the
award for Politics and Go-
vernment in the print cate-
gory, and Satyasundar Ba-
rik, The Hindu’s Odisha
correspondent, won the
award in the Uncovering
Invisible India category.

Ms. Porecha won the
award for her series of re-
ports in the wake of the Ba-
lasore railway tragedy in
June 2023, in which at least
296 people lost their lives.

Mr. Barik won for two
reports: The  missing
daughters of Odisha’s bor-

3 AMNATH GOENKA

ENCEIN W
hALISM MR
(ARDS e

Satyasundar Barik and Maitri
Porecha at the awards
ceremony.

der villages, published in
December 2023, highlight-
ed the distressing reality of
young girls disappearing
from Odisha’s border vil-
lages; and a February 2024
story covering agri-entre-
preneurship in Nabarang-
pur, one of India’s poorest
districts.

Invisible India category.
& g & nf3er Harearar weagex IR Ft FagwaRT gafafarae s3I 5of & geATfad
foraT |

Recognized Reports

geATfae Raéw

Ramnath Goenka Awards Given to
The Hindu Journalists

THATY MY [WEFR & g &
TR I el e 7T

Honoring Excellence in Journalism

TAHIRGT 7 ScFsedl HT FFATT

e Two journalists from The Hindu were honored
by President Droupadi Murmu at the 19th Ramnath
Goenka Excellence in Journalism Awards 2025.

& fRq & & TahRI Y Isgufer ghd 73] garr 2025 &
199 IHATY MNITHT Sehsedl THHIRAT [TEHR H
wFATfad o arm|

Award Winners

QR fastdr

e Maitri Porecha, senior assistant editor at The
Hindu, won the award in the Politics and
Government category (Print).

g fig it aftss geras Tures A 9= & werfa 3k
TR Aol () #F gEr e

e Satyasundar Barik, The Hindu’s Odisha
correspondent, was awarded in the Uncovering
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e Maitri Porecha was awarded for her series of reports on the Balasore railway
tragedy in June 2023, which claimed at least 296 lives.

31 R I S 2023 H §T AR I GHeaAT W 3o7eht RUIE s & fow awatfard fHam
T, OEH FH A FF 296 AT HY 1T 7S ot

e Satyasundar Barik received the award for two impactful reports:
Feage a1 1 &Y yermaermelt Roret & fw qreswr e
o "The Missing Daughters of Odisha’s Border Villages" (December 2023),

which highlighted the alarming issue of young girls disappearing from
border villages.

" 3Nf3e & Hiwract arvat iy qFrerer afear (Reew 2023), forwst et anat @
Iar TRt F Argar g1 Y MR FHEAT 390R Y 7|

o A February 2024 report on agricultural entrepreneurship in Nabarangpur,
one of India’s poorest districts.

wadt 2024 #r RO, aed 3R & ga@ 0 el § § v, FaorR A FN
3eATAAT F HaT fFar )

Conclusion

IGACD]

e The awards recognize the contribution of journalists in bringing critical and often
overlooked issues to light.

A [EHR THHRI F 3 IFTET! Y AT FI0 §, Y Agcaqor i s safara apegt

T 3SR HIT & |
e Thereports by Porecha and Barik played a vital role in highlighting both disaster
impacts and social concerns.

T 3T e A e @ argest F g ik g Rt # 3R #a &
AFeaquT s{fAeT eS|
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