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What factors influence women’s
political participation?

While discussions on women'’s participation often highlight the social and cultural biases that hinder their

electoral success, less attention is given to how everyday women engage with the electoral process

S Paper I: Socie
Rebecca Rose Varghese

Deshpande R., ‘Shaping of the Woman
Constituency in Indian Elections:
Evidence from the NES Data’, Studies in
Indian Politics, Vol 12 Issue No. 2, 303-317,
November 16, 2024

he participation of women in

Indian politics has been a

subject of extensive discourse

among scholars, especially
given the paradox that while India has
produced several influential women
leaders, overall political engagement
among women remains poor. Unlike
many countries where the gender gap in
political participation began narrowing in
the 1990s, India saw this shift only in the
2010s.

While discussions on women’s
participation often highlight the social
and cultural biases that hinder their
electoral success, less attention is given to
how everyday women engage with the
electoral process when opportunities
arise. Their voting patterns, choices, and
agency in shaping election outcomes
remain under-explored. And, though
political parties and women’s movements
frequently celebrate women voters during
elections, this recognition often treats
them as a homogenous group,
overlooking the intersections of caste,
class, religion, and region that shape their
political behaviour. Women'’s support for
Donald Trump in the 2016 U.S. elections,
and their participation in the riots of the
1990s in India illustrate how women’s
political engagement is far more complex
and requires in-depth understanding.

It is within this context that Rajeshwari
Deshpande’s study, ‘Shaping of the
Woman Constituency in Indian Elections:
Evidence from the NES Data’, becomes
significant. Her analysis of National
Election Studies (NES) data sheds light on
the increasing voter turnout among
women and their growing participation in
the political sphere. By examining how

~ women vote and whether their choices
are influenced primarily by gender or by
other social identities, her research
provides a nuanced understanding of the
evolving role of women in Indian
elections. Her findings help to understand
whether we are closer to shaping a
women’s constituency in Indian elections.
This study offers critical insights into the
gendered dimensions of Indian elections,
highlighting key patterns, contradictions,
and challenges in women'’s political
agency and its broader socio-political
implications.

Mere beneficiaries or active agents?
As mentioned earlier, it was only in 2010
that there was a significant increase in the
share of women who voted; and all
political parties sought to capitalise on
this shift by introducing policies and
schemes specifically targeting women.
However, these policies often frame
‘women as passive beneficiaries rather
than political agents. Welfare programs
like Ujjwala and the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana were pivotal to the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s (BJP) victory in the 2019
Lok Sabha elections, while schemes like
‘Ladli Behna’ and ‘Ladli Laxmi’ were
credited for the party’s success in Madhya
Pradesh. These initiatives reinforce the

notion of women as dependents, with
political leaders positioned as benevolent
providers rather than recognising women
as autonomous decision-makers.

Deshpande argues that high voter
turnout does not necessarily translate to
real political power. For years, women
were considered marginal participants in
politics, with efforts made to carve out a
‘non-political’ political constituency for
them. Despite their growing presence at
the polls, political parties and media
continue to frame their votes as driven by
welfare benefits. Analysing NES data
helps assess whether the rise in women
voters signals real political agency or
mere surface-level inclusion.

Beyond voting

While the increasing turnout of women
voters in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections is
noteworthy, voting is not the only form of
political participation. Participation in
rallies, campaigns, political affiliations,
and policy advocacy also indicates
political involvement. In these areas,
women still lag behind men. Only 14% of
women report seeking advice from their
spouses on voting decisions — indicating
growing agency —but this remains
significantly higher than men’s. This

Women voters after casting their vote in the Lok Sabha elections in Prayagraj, on May 25, 2024. AP

suggests that despite increased voter
participation, deeper political
engagement faces social and structural
barriers.

One explanation scholars offer for the
increased turnout of women is the
self-empowerment hypothesis, which
suggests that rising literacy rates and
employment opportunities have
empowered women to vote
independently. Efforts by the Election
Commission to ensure women’s voter
registration could also be attributed to the
increased turnout.

However, the author chall this
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turnout has increased, broader political
participation remains limited.

Other identities

Women’s voting behaviour in India is not
driven solely by gender identity but is also
deeply shaped by regional, caste, and
class dynamics. The NES data highlight
that State-specific political and social
contexts significantly influence electoral
choices, undermining the idea of a
unified, pan-Indian women'’s voting bloc.
Instead, women’s voting preferences are
molded within the broader framework of
their community identities.

State-level variations demonstrate this
complexity. For instance, in States such as
‘Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and West Bengal,
where electoral politics have historically
been shaped by strong regional parties,
women's preferences are often aligned
with regional political movements rather
than national gender-based voting trends.
Caste and class divisions further
complicate this narrative. The BJP’s voter
base has traditionally been skewed
toward urban, upper-class, and
upper-caste groups, while Congress has
drawn more support from the urban poor
and marginalised communities. However,
this alignment is also not absolute — many
women, particularly from lower
socioeconomic backgrounds, continue to
vote based on the interests of their
communities rather than on a broader
gender-based agenda.

Women'’s support for different parties
NES data indicate that Congress has
historically maintained a gender
advantage, consistently receiving more
female support than male. This trend
continued in 2024, except in 2014, when
the party suffered a nationwide decline.
Left parties also had a gender advantage,
but their declining influence has
diminished this effect on the national
stage. The BJP, in contrast, has faced a
gender disadvantage, with fewer women
voting for the party compared to men.
However, this gap has been narrowing.
Previously, the gender gap in BJP support
exceeded 20%, whereas in 2024, it
reduced to approximately 7%. The BJP’s
targeted outreach to women has
contributed to this shift, though much of
its support still comes only from welfare
beneficiaries. Even within this group, men
support the BJP more than women.

Region-specific variations further
complicate women’s support for the BJP.
In some non-BJP-ruled States, more
women than men voted for the party,
despite a lack of increased female voter
turnout. Conversely, in other States,
women showed a stronger preference for
opposition parties, creating an uneven
gender gap. This suggests that while the
BJP has made inroads among female
voters, gender alone does not define
women’s electoral choices — other
intersecting identities and political
contexts remain crucial.

The data from past elections highlight
three key trends in women’s political
participation in India. First, while
women’s voter turnout has steadily
increased, their overall political

explanation, pointing out two critical
contradictions: women’s overall
workforce participation remains low,
weakening the argument that economic
independence is driving higher turnout.
Additionally, the proportion of registered
female voters compared to male voters
remains imbalanced, indicating that fewer
women are being registered.

An alternative explanation for the
increased women voter turnout could be
the large-scale male migration of men
contributing to higher turnout among
women in States traditionally considered
socially and economically ‘backward’.

These trends highlight that while

beyond voting remains lower
than men’s. Second, women'’s voting
patterns and political involvement are not
just shaped by gender identity; factors
such as caste, class, and regional
influences also play a significant role.
Third, despite targeted outreach, the BJP
has historically faced a gender
disadvantage, with more men than
women supporting the party. These
developments indicate that we are still far
from the formation of a distinct women’s
constituency in Indian politics, as their
electoral choices remain intertwined with
broader socio-political factors.

Rebecca Rose Varghese is a freelance
Jjournalist.
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Discussions on women'’s political participation often focus on social
and cultural biases that hinder their electoral success.

AfFe3it $it Tereifas Hrefiert W ==t 3R aefa 3R wegfas qarrE!

W HR gt &, SiY ST ToATd Aherelt 3F ST STerd ¥

Less attention is given to how everyday women engage with the electoral process
when given the opportunity.

SH W EA1 AT ST § fob ATeATeT ARFATE erdt T F HFd 411 el § 579 306
3R fAerar gl

Their voting patterns, choices, and agency in shaping election outcomes remain
under-explored.

3o AdETe Yeot, o AR FoArdY aRomAT Y weanfaa e i avevar 1 3nf dw g
T § T qASAT AATE

Political parties and women’s movements celebrate women voters but often treat
them as a homogenous group, ignoring caste, class, religion, and region.

Terafae g 3R AT e AT AdETar3it &1 3c8g AT €, JfeheT 3 3¢ TF
AT g AT ot 8, 31 anfay, @9, e, 3ik el st i serced wea €

Examples of women’s complex political engagement:
o Women’s support for Donald Trump in the 2016 U.S. elections.

o 2016 ¥ AN TaTal 7 SNeTTes TFT FY AR FT FALT|
o Women’s participation in the 1990s riots in India.

o $TRA # 1990 & &2 & 9Nt & Afgemsit Y srefigry|

Rajeshwari Deshpande’s study on women in Indian elections

HICAT Foral & AfFT3it 9T Teready Serars &1 sreage

The study, ‘Shaping of the Woman Constituency in Indian Elections’, analyses
National Election Studies (NES) data.

AT ‘HRA GATal # ARG fAaTerer &7 F7 e AATeT FelaraT FESraT (NES) 3Tl

faeeror Hear §
Key findings:

o Increasing voter turnout among women.

o A3 & AT Yfaerd & gefe

o Growing participation in the political sphere.

o TSTeilfdd 817 H Fgdr HENGRT|

o Examines whether women vote based on gender or other social identities.

o HATRAY fofer & MR W die &l § IT 3T FIATTSIH IgdTel Agcaqur arci 8l
The study helps to assess whether India is moving towards a distinct "women’s
constituency"” in elections.
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IE 31T Tg GHSTS H FACE HIdT ¢ [ FIT HRA T TISE " AgeAT faTeet a1 Hr 3
TG @E

Mere beneficiaries or active agents?

R st ar wfeg vaie?

e Women’s voter turnout increased significantly after 2010, prompting political
parties to introduce women-centric policies.

2010 & ST AT AET3 1 HfERY # Sea@=T FE 0 g8, fSTaw U= g =
afgenat W FRya Aerare awy i
e Examples of women-focused welfare schemes:

o Ujjwala Yojana and Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana helped BJP in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections.

o Isoqdl AT HR TUTAHA HTETH AT o1 2019 F ANFHHT TeATal 7 ST HY
ST & #gg A

o ‘Ladli Behna’ and ‘Ladli Laxmi’ schemes played a crucial role in BJP’s
victory in Madhya Pradesh.

o ‘aTsel FEAT AR ‘sl FaHY ANSAE T aer F srerar F SN F Ageaqer W@
e These programs often frame women as dependents, with political leaders seen as

benevolent providers rather than recognizing women as autonomous decision-
makers.

q AT e Afgenait Y AT AreTch €, 3R At 1 gAT WETH F T H 7w qd
FIAT &, ToTT 3TF T A3t F TadT AT A arelt sHE F w F @ A0

e Rajeshwari Deshpande argues:
o High voter turnout does not necessarily translate into real political power.

3T Al 9faerd &1 7Y aredide Aataiiiae fdd gl gidr|
Women were traditionally seen as marginal participants in politics.
AT I IIRET F9 F T 7 g1 o T@m a2 |

Political parties and media frame women’s votes as welfare-driven rather
than politically motivated.

o Tt gof 3R AT ARZ3N F alel i FeAoTHRY T3t & INT A &,
o fo TStelifas Jra |1

e The NES data analysis helps determine whether the rise in women voters signifies
genuine political agency or just surface-level inclusion.

NES 3T faedNur Ig HHsT & Hee Hidl § [ AfGA3 F ged Ader &1 7 aedfas

ettt afFa ¢ ar b wifeahr gefer
Beyond voting

AT A I

o O O O
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While the increasing turnout of women voters in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections is
noteworthy, voting is not the only form of political participation.

2024 & ShEHT YoATal & ATFAT AACTATHT FY Tl TEAT IeA@AT 8, Afehed HATA
TSt TIMNERY T THAT T 781 ¢

Participation in rallies, campaigns, political affiliations, and policy advocacy also
indicates political involvement. However, in these areas, women still lag behind men.

e, srfdramt, vereiifaes daguanst i Sife q@rea 7 smierY st Toehfae S @
aRiTel &1 et 37 &=t &, wfyem? arsft oft qoai @ A3 &

Only 14% of women report seeking advice from their spouses on voting decisions,
indicating growing agency, but this is still significantly higher than men’s.

A% 14% AfFTT AdaeE Aokt T 3rgs ofa @ Farg o i a1d TSR FIAT &, S 370
TATATAT & TGoT T ol &t B, Aokt 75 T ot ot &y Forom 7 a1fAr= 21

Despite increased voter participation, deeper political engagement faces social and
structural barriers.

T 1 FerersT 7 Afgenai #r smefierdy 7 8, Afshet Y T e S[ora I wrTfars 3
HIIATCHS dTeT3iT T ATHAT T 9SdT 2|

Explaining increased turnout

a?}gtrml?rasrﬁﬁaw

One explanation is the self-empowerment hypothesis, which suggests that rising
literacy rates and employment opportunities have empowered women to vote
independently.

Toh SITET TTG-AATFTHIOT IRFEUT &, i I IdTay ¢ T A1aRaT g7 3 oo &
3R 7 g A ARG A FaAT T & AT H & foIw Hererd S 31|

The Election Commission’s efforts to increase women'’s voter registration may
also have contributed to higher turnout.

AfG3TT & AAGTAT GFOT TgTa & forT Forra 3mAer & wArat & 8 FefereT sge 7 AerereT
feam & aehar

However, the author challenges this view, citing two contradictions:
o Women’s workforce participation remains low, weakening the argument that
economic independence is driving higher turnout.

o Wige3t F Frdwer smaflardt F37 ael g8 ¥, S0 Ig e AN g1 oA & o
3Tl T Ada go # vow sfAe e @

o The proportion of registered female voters remains imbalanced compared
to male voters, indicating fewer women are being registered.

o Yolid AT AT T FEAT TH A3 H Jelell & IrAJfore ool g6 §, 5
g AT & ToF o AR FT G IHI0T 8 W@ &
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e An alternative explanation could be large-scale male migration, leading to higher
turnout among women in socially and economically backward States.

Teh 373 SATEAT 93 YA W q¥T & warss &7 g7 Jacll §, fored amnfor 3i snfds v
¥ e vsal #§ After Aacanst H gear 3t 8 1S

Other identities influencing women’s voting behavior

AT & AT TR & THITAT FIA aTel) 3T IgdTer

o Women'’s voting patterns in India are not solely driven by gender identity but are
shaped by regional, caste, and class dynamics.

HRT H AR T AT TagR Fad e ggare @ 9RT 781 2)ar, afes Ig &,
Sifaera 3 gefta arfarefierar @ wenfaa erar g1

o NES data highlight that State-specific political and social contexts influence electoral
choices, undermining the idea of a unified, pan-Indian women’s voting bloc.

NES 32T adTdr § for Te3r-fafirse wrereifas il arenfore deet gard ode &1 genfad wa
g, load vhigra, i SRl AR ATETar Feg Hr 4ROT FASAN Bt o

o Examples of State-level variations:
o Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and West Bengal: Women’s preferences align with
regional political movements rather than national gender-based trends.

o Ao, der 3R afas damer. et A3 i wHe I Faw & T amenRa
T Y ForelT F ST T sratesl & 3w A Bl ¥
e Caste and class divisions complicate voting patterns.
s 31 get fastrere e dest & sifee sara &
o BJP’s voter base is traditionally urban, upper-class, and upper-caste.
o IS} FT AGEET ATUR WRETT T F A&, 3T J91 317 3=g fa FT@ETE

o Congress has traditionally drawn support from the urban poor and
marginalized communities.

o Y HI WA T F A6 T 3R FTRIT X et ared Fogerat @ wade A g

o However, many women from lower socio-economic backgrounds vote
based on community interests rather than gender identity.

o greife, et wrfore-anfie geasfar i w5 Afyen? fofar wgarer & qormy wHET
& fdl & YR 9T A FIA &

Women'’s support for different parties

faffesr wféat & fore Afgemsit &1 w@d=

e NES data show that Congress has historically received more female support than
male.

NES 3T g2iie ¢ o sfoera & e &) qoui Y goren 3 Afgensit &1 10 woda far g
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In contrast, the BJP has traditionally faced a gender disadvantage, with fewer
women voting for the party compared to men.

58 faudid, dierdt w1 Maerie v § ATF Fawarer sterer a3 2, Fifer qout iy oo A
e Afganait o qrét #r ate Rar

However, this gender gap has narrowed over time:
o In 2014, the gender gap in BJP support exceeded 20%.

o 2014 &, A F gAIT 7 = 3rav 20% @ 3f0F a1

o In 2024, this gap reduced to approximately 7% due to targeted outreach to
women.

o 2024 F, Ig 3T TEHT AT 7% T& 1T, TG HRUT Afgern3it o e srfAarer
Tl

Despite BJP’s efforts, much of its support from women comes from welfare
beneficiaries.

drordt & ST & STaS[E, AT FHYAT TET T ¥ FEAOTHRT ATHIRAT § 37T

Regional variations:
o Insome non-BJP-ruled States, more women than men voted for the party,
despite no increase in female voter turnout.

o F& IR-dAadt anfla vt 7, Afanat F geut i gorem F A Fr wfow e e,
§Tel & AT AT YT = 52T 81|

o Inother States, women preferred opposition parties, creating an uneven
gender gap.
o =g AT A, ARG o fAued galt #Y 371w gada 7, Sow srmae dfs

A 97|

Key trends in women’s political participation

Afgemait i T smear 3 FEa st

1.

Women’s voter turnout has increased, but their overall political engagement
remains lower than men’s.

Afgen3it 1 A gfaerd 9g1 ¥, AR 37t T Toreifas smafary gost & o 3
FH 9 g8 gl

Women’s voting behavior is influenced by multiple factors including caste, class,
and regional dynamics.

A3t F AdST STTER F F$ FRE THITAd F &, 518 Ffa, g9, 3t iy arferefieran)
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. EC relents, to hear pleas to upload booth-wise turnout

$HI A qY-aR AdGT Ffaerd 3qells Fa T T3
HAaTE F & forw omwdr &

2. Supreme Court to see if Lokpal has powers over judges
A FIE Ig ST FI o F4T1 ARTer Y Fararefial w
HTAFR T §

3. Karnataka Assembly tables Bill to provide 4% quota for
Muslims in public contracts; BJP opposes it

Felices [AUTTHSHT A FraT o & H FAAATAL T 4% FIeT
&ot arelT A8 qer; sTeraT o fohar faver
4. BSNL has been dialling the wrong consultant

fITATATd AT TATgHR T WrAT FI W/ &

5. What is happening in Balochistan?
qo[ferFdreT A FAT 8 W 82

6. ED searches entities linked to Soros for FEMA violations
AR @ 373 HEATAT 91 $3) Y AR HAT Secrae H1 3T

7. America First’ doesn’t mean ‘America alone’: Gabbard

'HARPT BEC FT AdT 'IHhell ARG g1 dar2
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EC relents, to hear pleas to
upload booth-wise turnout

Supreme Court Bench directs petitioners to make representation before poll panel in 10 days;

they have sought authenticated, scanned, legible account of votes after each phase of polling

|GS Paper II: Elections |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday asked

the Election Com-
mission to meet petition-
ers and hear their demand
to upload on its official
website authenticated,
scanned, and legible ac-
count of votes recorded
booth-wise after each
phase of polling.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna
directed Lok Sabha mem-
ber Mahua Moitra and re-
presentatives of the Asso-
ciation for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) to make
their representation before
the EC in 10 days. The pa-
nel agreed to grant the pe-
titioners a hearing to re-
solve the issues.

The panel’s willingness
to do so signalled a mellow-

Casefile

The demand for EC to publish booth-level voter turnout data
follows other attempts to make the poll process more transparent.

Here are the two sides:

Petitioners’ stance

m Delay in publishing voter
turnout data followed by a
sharp spike in figures from
polling percentages in the

EC affidavit in May 2024

= There was no ‘legal mandate’
to provide the data to any person
other than candidates or their
polling agents

2024 Lok Sabha election

= ‘Wide discrepancy’

= Form 17C to be shared only with
candidates and their agents

between the count of
voters at poll booths
and the voter turnout
published later on

m Suspicions of switching
of electronic voting
machines

Fa

W= " Turnout is
ot being released
“ through a
voter turnout
app, website,
and press
releases

EC begins steps
to link voter ID
with Aadhaar

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission (EC)
on Tuesday set the ball rolling
for linking Aadhaar with elector
photo identity card (EPIC)
numbers. The commission said
that it would soon begin
technical consultations with
the UIDAI on the issue. The
decision was made after a
high-level meeting led by Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar. » PAGE 11

ing of its stance with a new
Chief Election Commis-
sioner, Gyanesh Kumar, at
its helm. An affidavit filed
by the EC in the Supreme
Court in May 2024 had ta-
ken an uncompromising
position against the public

disclosure of turnout data.
It had argued there was no
such “legal mandate” to
provide the data to any
person other than candi-
dates or polling agents.
The ADR had primarily
sought the uploading of

scanned copies of Form
17C (account of votes re-
corded) after every phase
of polling in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

EC relents, to hear pleas to upload booth-wise turnout

$Hl A qU-aR FAdGTT Yfaerd 3qalls F A IRAF13T ) gaaars
FA F foT WG &)

The Supreme Court on Tuesday asked the Election Commission to
meet petitioners and hear their demand to upload on its official
website authenticated, scanned, and legible account of votes
recorded booth-wise after each phase of polling.

A FIE 7 FArerar 1 fraTaer T @ FfeFrraiat & fea s sadh
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AT Goiat & forw &gt O weder Aaame =Ror & a1g sifdfeaes, Ther i ars 3k
IS TG § IY ST Hehed ATlT AT T Y-TR SRR AT AT nfawies
ATHISE IX HTAIS T FATT

e A Bench headed by Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna directed Lok Sabha member
Mahua Moitra and representatives of the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR)
to make their representation before the EC in 10 days.

gmmﬁrmmﬁmwmmﬁaﬁmmngmmaﬁi
ANFaifaF FUR T (ADR) & Sfafaferdi s 10 fewit & sftar e 3maer & @rae 3o
fafafer segfcr o s fader fear|

e The panel agreed to grant the petitioners a hearing to resolve the issues.
ool oF ATRIHTRAT3 T HEET & FATHTS & TIT YoTdTs &of TN g SIS |

e The panel’s willingness to do so signalled a mellowing of its stance with a new Chief
Election Commissioner, Gyanesh Kumar, at its helm.

YeTol ST 5 STl ohY TR T I el o Hehel (T 7oh HET Tol1a T, AAY FAR
& e A 3oTeh T H 7T IS

e An affidavit filed by the EC in the Supreme Court in May 2024 had taken an
uncompromising position against the public disclosure of turnout data.

foraareT 3maeT garT 7§ 2024 F e FIE F ST T AT 97 H AT Tidrd SeTdH

AT sTioteh Gl & T Teh HOR T IATT 14T 2T

e It had argued there was no such “legal mandate” to provide the data to any person
other than candidates or polling agents.

SHH IE oI [T 1T AT o “aIefat 3meer” oTET AT S FeIgleT Fferd STt 3FHlgany a1
HAGT TSlel & 37elrar ol 31 caferd Y YeTel el & foIv|

e The ADR had primarily sought the uploading of scanned copies of Form 17C (account
of votes recorded) after every phase of polling in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

ADR & HTT &9 H 2024 SYHHHT FaATal 7 Fedeh FHclelel =TT o S1g B 17C (aret $1
AGT-FAGT) T Thed T 315 IIAAT DT TTATS e T ATIT T A7 |
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Supreme Court to
see if Lokpal has
powers over judges

IGS Paper IlI: Lokpal

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

A Bench of the Supreme
Court’s senior-most judges
headed by Justice B.R. Ga-
vai on Tuesday decided to
examine in detail if judges
of constitutional courts
come within the jurisdic-
tion of the country’s top
ombudsman, Lokpal, as
public functionaries in-
cluding the Prime Minister,
Union Ministers, Members
of Parliament and Central
government officials.

“We will consider the is-
sue of the jurisdiction of

the Lokpal,” Justice Gavai
addressed the courtroom.
The court was hearing a
suo motu case initiated af-
ter the Lokpal, through a
January 27 order, assumed
jurisdiction to investigate
complaints against serving
High Court judges. The
ombudsman classified
High Court judges as pu-
blic servants who came
within the ambit of the
Lokpal and Lokayuktas
Act, 2013 as Ministers and
government officials.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Supreme Court to
see if Lokpal has
powers over
judges

glH FIE Ig ST
S o Fg1 ApuTer
I FgTaTeeAT W
FVFR I &

A Bench of the
Supreme Court’s
senior-most judges,
headed by Justice
B.R. Gavai, on
Tuesday decided to
examine in detail if
judges of
constitutional courts
come within the
jurisdiction of the
country’s top
ombudsman, Lokpal,
as public
functionaries
including the Prime
Minister, Union

Ministers, Members of Parliament, and Central government officials.

A FIE & aResTHT Farareiiet Hr v S, Sradr sreqarar =mafd
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o "We will consider the issue of the jurisdiction of the Lokpal," Justice Gavai
addressed the courtroom.

" AT & HAFR 8T F F{g W AR F391," ~Argefd 9198 7 3ereld # S|
e The court was hearing a suo motu case initiated after the Lokpal, through a January

27 order, assumed jurisdiction to investigate complaints against serving High Court
judges.

3fETeld Ueh Faa: WA (SUO motu) AFET e 16T AT, ST ANhdTel GaRT 27 SFeaadl & 3meer
% ST Y G, Sl 38+ JaRd 3o7 ~rarerd & ~aranehied & f&ers Rt 6 sira
Flat FT AR T

e The ombudsman classified High Court judges as public servants who came within
the ambit of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013, like Ministers and government
officials.

AT o 3T AT & Farrefiel 1 A daF & ®9 A Fefiend o, S aearer 3k
A srfafaae, 2013 & e 3ma €, S & #l s Ty s

Lokpal is India’s anti-corruption authority, established to investigate corruption cases involving
public officials. It has jurisdiction over:

e The Prime Minister, Union Ministers, and Members of Parliament

e Group A, B, C, and D officers of the central government

o Officials of boards, corporations, societies, trusts, and autonomous bodies
funded by the government

o Entities receiving foreign contributions above ¥10 lakh

Formation & History:

The term "Lokpal" was coined by Dr. L.M. Singhvi in 1963.

First proposed in Parliament by Law Minister Ashoke Kumar Sen in the 1960s.

The first Lokpal Bill was introduced in 1968 but failed to pass in Rajya Sabha.

Several unsuccessful attempts were made from 1968 to 2008.

The movement for a stronger Lokpal gained momentum with Anna Hazare’s Jan

Lokpal Movement (2010).

o The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act was finally passed on 18 December 2013 and
came into effect on 1 January 2014.

o The first Lokpal of India, Pinaki Chandra Ghose, was appointed in March 2019.

Composition & Qualifications:

e Chairperson (Retired Chief Justice or Supreme Court Judge)
e Maximum 8 Members (4 judicial + 4 non-judicial)
o Judicial Members: Retired Supreme Court Judges or High Court Chief
Justices
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Current Chairperson:

o Non-Judicial Members: Experts in anti-corruption policy, administration,
vigilance, finance, law, or management
e 50% members must belong to SC/ST/OBC/Minorities/Women

e Asof now, Ajay Manikrao Khanwilkar is the Lokpal Chairperson.

Karnataka Assembly tables Bill to
provide 4% quota for Muslims in
public contracts; BJP opposes it

IGS Paper II: Article 15 |

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Karnataka Transpa-
rency in Public Procure-
ment (Amendment) Bill,
2025, was tabled in the As-
sembly on Tuesday to in-
troduce 4% reservation for
Muslims in public
contracts.

On March 14, the State
Cabinet approved an
amendment to the Karna-
taka Transparency in Pu-
blic Procurement (KTPP)
Act, reserving 4% of con-
tracts for Muslims in civil
works valued up to 32
crore, and goods and ser-
vices contracts up to 1
crore.

Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs H.K.
Patil tabled the Bill, which

ot

Parliamentary Affairs Minister
H.K. Patil tabling the Bill in the
Assembly on Tuesday.

is likely to come up for dis-
cussion on Wednesday.
The Bill proposes to
amend the KTPP Act, 1999,
to implement the proposal
outlined in the 2025-26
Budget.

The proposal was an-
nounced by Chief Minister

Siddaramaiah in the Bud-
get presented on March 7.

At present, Karnataka
provides 24% reservation
in civil works contracts for
Scheduled Castes (SC) and
Scheduled Tribes (ST), 4%
for Other Backward Class-
es (OBC) Category 1, and
15% for OBC Category 2A.
There had been demands
to include Muslims under
Category 2B of the OBCs
with a 4% quota.

‘Appeasement politics’
The principal Opposition
BJP termed the govern-
ment’s move to provide 4%
reservation for Muslims an
“unconstitutional misad-
venture” and “appease-
ment politics”, and decid-
ed to oppose it, including
challenging it in court.

Karnataka
Assembly
tables Bill to
provide 4%
guota for
Muslims in
public
contracts;
BJP opposes
it

Helch
R &
Ardsifeie &
H HHAATAT Y
4% PIET ot
CICIAELRED
qer; $ITST9T o
o faer

The Karnataka

Transparency in Public Procurement (Amendment) Bill, 2025, was
tabled in the Assembly on Tuesday to introduce 4% reservation for
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Muslims in public contracts.

Fellceh YRGRIAT HIdTas @G (T f9as, 2025 ST HITaR &
frermerarsm & der fnam o anf wrdstfars 31 F FEaHTAN FY 4% IHRETOT
foar o |

e On March 14, the State Cabinet approved an amendment to the Karnataka
Transparency in Public Procurement (KTPP) Act, reserving 4% of contracts for
Muslims in civil works valued up to ¥2 crore and goods and services contracts up
to ¥1 crore.

14 AT T T FRAAT 7 Feiled IR FdSa® Tl (KTPP) ffags & weiea
Y Holl &, forad 22 F03 aF & AT o 3% 3N T F03 a% F gt T qant &
I A FHAATA F fAT 4% IHRET0T 19 fehar S|

e Minister for Law and Parliamentary Affairs H.K. Patil tabled the Bill, which is likely to
come up for discussion on Wednesday.

FeeT AR TR F 7t va ¥, aifee A I8 fadTes 9w R, fOd qaar & a0 & faw

AT ST Y HHTET 2

e The Bill proposes to amend the KTPP Act, 1999, to implement the proposal outlined
in the 2025-26 Budget.

g [Qdge KTPP AT, 1999 & H2MeIe T Y&dTd SHdT & difeh 2025-26 & Sl 7
YT AISTAT bl 1] fohar ST Heh|

e The proposal was announced by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah in the Budget
presented on March 7.

SH T 1 BT FEaHE RAgURaAar 2 7 A Y e frw 7w a9re 7 i |

o At present, Karnataka provides 24% reservation in civil works contracts for
Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST), 4% for Other Backward
Classes (OBC) Category 1, and 15% for OBC Category 2A.

qHT H, Fetted A fafae g SHi 7 24% mator srpqfaa snfar (SC) 3K srgfaa
STt (ST) & [T, 4% 3+a [esr a9t (OBC) i AviY 1 & foiv, 31k 15% OBC &Y Avft
2A & forw feam Srar g1

e There had been demands to include Muslims under Category 2B of the OBCs with a
4% quota.

OBC ¥ Aoft 2B & & HAAHTA! 1 MIAT T 31 37 4% BT o T HIT T ST T
ATl

‘Appeasement politics’

‘T Y TSTeifer
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o The principal Opposition BJP termed the government’s move to provide 4%
reservation for Muslims an "unconstitutional misadventure" and

"appeasement politics", and decided to oppose it, including challenging it in

court.

FE faqeft o HIeTT & TP & HAAATAT & fAT 4% HRETOT &t & el &l
" FHITF qraTew” HR " TEFIOT AiY Trahfer T, 3R 34 rerera # Fatd
& Ffea faver w3 1 Aoty for

BSNL has been dialling the wrong consultant

|GS Paper II: Governance |

consultancy group, Boston Consulting Group

(BCG), was to be involved in the revival
strategy of state-owned Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Limited (BSNL) and that BSNL was to pay BCG
132 crore for the consultancy drew much
attention. BCG has reportedly recommended
reducing the workforce among other major steps.
While this became a much-talked about news
item, this is not a one-off event. In recent years,
the public sector’s reliance on the services of
external consultancy firms has increased
exponentially — and not just in India but also
worldwide. While the overall spending of the
government is not available for India, there is
some data available for other countries. For
instance, France spent over €1 billion on
intellectual services provided by consultancies in
2021, while the Australian government spent A$21
billion on external labour hire in 2021-22.

l n May 2024, a report that the American

Need for scrutiny

The case of BSNL has once again drawn attention
to the contentious issue of the growing influence
of consultancy firms within the public sector. It
raises important questions about the efficacy and
the implications of outsourcing strategic
decision-making in the public sector. Given the
increased involvement of external consultancies,
there is a need that this is scrutinised.

The central critique by most people is rooted
in their lack of “skin in the game”. Consultancy
firms are given projects and contracts to provide
strategic advice but bear no responsibility for the
outcomes of their recommendations. Like in this
case, for example, if BSNL's fortunes fail to
improve despite the implementation of BCG’s
strategies, the consultancy faces no
consequences. This lack of accountability creates
a troubling misalignment of incentives. The
consultants are rewarded handsomely regardless
of the results, while BSNL — and by extension, the
Indian taxpayer — will bear the full brunt of any
failure.

Moreover, such an arrangement undermines
the very purpose of hiring external expertise: to
deliver tangible improvements and long-term
viability. Also, if you are paying someone to solve

Aasheerwad
Dwivedi

is Assistant Professor
(Economics), Faculty
of Management
Studies, University
of Delhi

The case of
BSNL's revival
strategy has
again drawn
attention to the
contentious
issue of the
growing
influence of
consultancy
firms within the
public sector

your problems without any major accountability,
there will always be some problems left to be
solved.

In addition, the over-reliance on consultancies
erodes the capacity of the state to innovate and
manage its enterprises effectively. Over time, this
dependence on external expertise creates a
vicious cycle. Instead of building internal
capabilities, they become perpetually reliant on
external advice — and this does not come cheap.

Impact on state capacity, conflict of interest
This kind of dependency has much broader
implications for the state capacity. The skills and
the knowledge learned by the consultancies on
these projects are not transferred to the public
officials. In effect, this sets up a negative feedback
loop, where public sector employees lose skills
and institutional knowledge, meaning, the next
project or piece of work will still need external
inputs.

The proliferation of consultancy contracts
reflects a deeper crisis of confidence in the public
sector’s ability to govern itself as well, by
implicitly undermining their own legitimacy. This
outsourcing of expertise not only weakens public
institutions but also creates an unaccountable
parallel bureaucracy of consultants who wield
significant influence over public policy and
resource allocation without subject to the same
democratic oversight or accountability as public
officials or political leaders.

Consultancy firms often serve multiple clients
across industries, including competitors and
regulators, which can create conflicts of interest.
Their advice may be influenced by these
overlapping relationships, raising questions about
the impartiality and the integrity of their
recommendations. The conflict of interest has
recently been much debated in most countries
leading to major consultancy firms considering
breaking their various functions.

An additional problem is that the objectives of
public sector enterprises are often very different
from those of the private sector. Consultancy
firms often approach problems from a
profit-maximisation perspective, emphasising
cost-cutting, efficiency, and market

competitiveness. While these strategies might
yield short-term gains, they may not align with
the broader public service mandate of
organisations. For instance, BSNL, as a public
sector enterprise, has historically played a vital
role in India’s telecommunications landscape,
particularly in bridging the digital divide and
bringing telecommunication services to rural and
underserved areas. The aggressive cost-cutting
measures might compromise the quality of
service in rural areas, where BSNL’s presence is
crucial in providing affordable
telecommunications access. Overall, a purely
market-driven strategy could divert the public
enterprise’s focus from its social responsibilities,
which will essentially undermine its role as a
public goods provider.

What will work better

A better alternative, as Mariana Mazzucato and
Rosie Collington, the authors of the book, The Big
Con: How the Consulting Industry Weakens our
Businesses, Infantilizes our Governments and
Warps our Economies, suggest would be to invest
in strengthening the internal capabilities of the
public sector institutions. This could involve
recruiting and training top talent, fostering a
culture of innovation, and empowering
employees to take ownership of the company’s
strategic direction. They write, “Because
knowledge is not cultivated within state
workforces and institutions, a dependency on the
‘expertise’ of consultancies spirals.” By building
internal expertise, these organisations could
develop strategies that are not only effective but
also aligned with their long-term goals and public
service mandate. This will help them reclaim
their strategic autonomy as well — which gets
compromised with too much reliance on outside
the system.

The case of BSNL and BCG serves as a
microcosm of the broader debate about the role
of consultancy firms in public sector governance,
state capacity and accountability. There is a need
for governments across the world to rethink this
model of governance.

The views expressed are personal

BSNL has been dialling the wrong consultant
diaTATe A AAEPR W WA FI ET ¢

In May 2024, a report revealed that Boston Consulting Group (BCG)
was involved in the revival strategy of BSNL, with the company
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paying ¥132 crore for the consultancy.

#S 2024 # v RO wroat 3m$ o aeeat Fafecar 7 (BCG) F fivauave
¥ TSR 0TI 3 annfarer fvam aram 4, 3k 3wa frw et #2132 F+3
T $TITCTT foh T aTT|

e BCG has reportedly recommended workforce reduction, among other major steps.
BCG of HATIRAT Y &A1 FH F Tled S 93 He AT T FABIRRT FI g

e Thereliance on external consultancy firms in the public sector has increased
exponentially, both in India and worldwide.

ArdsTfore &1 7 aredl aeAet Hufaat o foysiar s 3 gfovan s & srcafes s s B
e France spent over €1 billion on consultancy services in 2021, while Australia spent
A$21 billion on external labour hire in 2021-22.

W A 2021 & qAST Fan3it W €1 fafoaa & it @ fran, sefe sireefoar / 2021-22
#F g o W AS21 fRfews @t fFu)

Need for scrutiny
FHIET Y ITTIHAT

e The BSNL case highlights concerns over the growing influence of consultancy
firms in the public sector.

NTHTATH T ATHAT TSI oiP &1 H WAL FIAAT F Tod THG FH o =—arsit r

ISATIR AT B
e It raises questions about outsourcing strategic decision-making in government
enterprises.

g AHR 36FAT A 0TI A0 A=t it 3mseafdr ) gara 3o g
e Consultancy firms bear no responsibility for the outcomes of their recommendations.
WA FAAAT 39+ FRAFIRe & aRomat & o Sragr ag ad §1

o If BSNL fails despite implementing BCG’s strategies, BCG faces no
consequences, while the Indian taxpayer bears the loss.

Ifg freawaed BCG #r 0T I 9= & Fras(g W% a1 8, al BCG & #1§
THAT oTe! 1M, STafeh AT FIGIAT Y JHATT 3SIAT TS|

e The lack of accountability creates a misalignment of incentives, where consultants
profit regardless of results.

FaTaeE! FT FHY Teh Tdd FcHTET Tl ST &, STaT Rreeierdar fa=r et aRoms i
TaTe fRT HATHT FATA 2|

e Over-reliance on consultancies erodes state capacity to innovate and manage
enterprises effectively.
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g gl

e This creates a vicious cycle where organizations become perpetually dependent on
external advice.

TE T G ol § o161 TG AT aTgdt TeTel o¥ el gt ot 81

Impact on state capacity, conflict of interest
T FT &THAT I gH1T 3 Bat &1 eamma

e Consultancies gain knowledge and expertise from public sector projects, but this
knowledge is not transferred to government officials.

WA FIAIT A @S 87 H IRISTA13T F 7 3R RFrervsrar yrea Fd §, ofrd a8
1T AT TARIRET Y gFaia R AT frar Sra|

e This results in a negative feedback loop, where public sector employees lose skills
and institutional knowledge, making them further reliant on external consultants.

Y ASRICAS UTAfHAT T To7dT 8, STgT AIdoTialch &9 & HHATRI =1t &TAAT 3R
T A @ 3 §, foa 3 31t 31 argd et ax sy @Y simar &

The proliferation of consultancy contracts
QAT ATl T qGT Telel

The increasing reliance on consultancy firms reflects a deeper crisis of confidence
in the public sector’s ability to govern itself.

ST HUTAAT 9T Fed) AT Ardsifae a3 Y ATcH-2T FIA Y 4771 H e earw
dHe & AT Bl

e This outsourcing of expertise weakens public institutions and creates an
unaccountable parallel bureaucracy of consultants.

Ig fA=1aT Y AT AT fod FEAT] HT FASNR ! § 3R 9T srareedr are
HATATAT A1HIRMMEY 1T 1

e These consultants influence public policy and resource allocation without the same
democratic oversight as public officials or political leaders.

Y g Fidstfaed AfY 3 GHmesT 3raes & ganfad ia &, i 3¢ Ty
HFTAFINAT AT TSA AR A3t A R AFdiiAd IR HT AHAT AET FIAT 9347

e Consultancy firms work with multiple clients, including competitors and regulators,
leading to conflicts of interest.

WRIAY FUTAAT FF TgHT & T1Y FIHA Il 8, foretst gfaareh i s gy eanfa g,
g fedt &1 g ey grar 2
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e Their advice may be influenced by overlapping relationships, raising concerns
about impartiality and integrity.

3ThT Hellg IRER 3 HaeT F wanfaa &Y wareh ¢, fored frsaaran ik $ameredY w warer
35d 81

e Major consultancy firms are now considering breaking their various functions to
address this issue.

9 qraet FUfAET 39 39 A wraf ¥ 3reer o W AR & @ § afe sg gaear
T AT fohaT 5T I |

The public vs. private sector approach

ATdolfoleh ST forolY &7 &1 oreifa

e Public sector enterprises have different objectives compared to private firms.

AT &1 & 3ggAT & dad A Hufadr § a9 aid 2|

e Consultancy firms prioritize profit-maximization, emphasizing cost-cutting,
efficiency, and market competitiveness.

GUHET HYAAT 197 ITFAH FT Y IR Far adt §, 3 amera weld, geran, ik aeR
gfaeqHt I €41 Sigd Fear &1

e While these strategies may yield short-term gains, they may not align with the
public service mandate.

gTelifeh, I Torhfarar sreasore amer & et €, oifhe I AT Qa1 & 384T § A
T8 @l |

o« BSNL plays a vital role in India’s telecommunications sector, especially in bridging
the digital divide and serving rural areas.

STATAT R F GIHAR 819 H T Hgeaqor ${fAHT fAsimar §, iy &9 & Rives @
FY gTea 3 ATHOT 813 Y JATC FeTT T A

e Aggressive cost-cutting could compromise service quality in these underserved
regions.

HeATAF AT FHekd & 57 T3 &1 7 Far Y Juraar goiad g g ¢ |

e A market-driven approach could divert BSNL'’s focus from its social
responsibilities, undermining its role as a public goods provider.

ITR-ATITR AT fivavave & GrEfors rfifical @ €1 e G&d! §, 599 I8
AT AaT YeTaT & &9 # 39+l o{fAaT &t gaar |

What will work better

dEAY HTET FIT g1om

e Mariana Mazzucato and Rosie Collington, authors of The Big Con, suggest investing
in strengthening public sector institutions instead of over-relying on consultants.
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W 31U AR g9 & Soir wrdarfae & Y FEUT3 F Aoy X H fder wwen @il

e This includes:
o Recruiting and training top talent.

o HAASS GTAHTHT ST T 31X Tfrefor)

o Fostering a culture of innovation.

o SAATaR & HEHIA Y FGTaT STl

o Empowering employees to take ownership of strategic decisions.
o HAAIRIT BT I0TAITIh [AUTT olet T THFAGRT T

e They argue, "Knowledge is not cultivated within state institutions, leading to
dependency on consultants."

I dh ed 8, " TEAT F $iax AT RFRa 71 fFar sirar, ora wrereieransit «w
ICEIGIKCGIRIN

e By building internal expertise, public enterprises can develop effective strategies
aligned with long-term goals.

IR frerwaar Rsfa F3F, Ardsiicie Sege et Iraftr F waat F e v
IO IR T T

e This would help them reclaim strategic autonomy and reduce over-reliance on
external consultants.

STY g (0TI TAIET IT9H Ied HT Thd 8 3R T8 qaeieransit 93 Fsiar #87 #3
Thd &

e The BSNL-BCG case is areflection of the broader debate on consultancy firms’
role in governance, state capacity, and accountability.

NTHTATH-B CG ATHT SATYH d8H &1 U [@EAT ¢, 3 GUH HUferal i AIhRT AT,
T Y &THAT 3T STATaeE 7 FAFT I TH1e ST 8|

e Governments worldwide need to rethink the governance model that over-relies on
external consultancy firms.

gferImerT Y TIHRI Y §H ATHA ATS W FATTAR FI Y HTGRAHAT ¢, SiY aTgdt qraey
Fafarat W sreafts R Far g
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What is happening in Balochistan?

Pakistan’s domestic politics will broadly define the trajectory of unrest in Balochistan. However, considering the lack of legitimacy and confidence in Pakistan’s military

and government, serious negotiations between the insurgents and the military-civilian leadership seem to be out of the picture

|Gs Paper Ii: India-Pakistan |
WORLD INSIGHT

Sanjay Pulipaka

n March 11, militants of the

Balochistan Liberation Army

(BLA) hijacked a train with

approximately 400 passengers
in the mountainous region between
Quetta and Sibi in Pakistan. After
releasing the women and children, the
BLA militants demanded the release of
their compatriots from prison in
exchange for the remaining passengers.
The government of Pakistan refused to
negotiate and launched a military
operation to free the passengers, which
lasted for well over 24 hours. Pakistan’s
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR)
official stated that there were 21 civilian
fatalities and that four Frontier Corps
personnel lost their lives in the operation.
However, various media outlets have
hinted that the Pakistani forces may have
incurred further significant losses.
Subsequently, Pakistan’s security forces
came under heavy attack in different
parts of Balochistan.

A united insurgency
Before the train hijacking, there were
growing concerns about the deteriorating
security situation in Balochistan. During a
discussion in Pakistan’s National
Assembly, some members expressed
anxiety that parts of Balochistan may
secede from Pakistan. However,
intelligence agencies failed to detect a
large operation in the making.

The train hijack has dcmonstratcd that
insurgents have acquired o

Lingerin; tensions: Pakistan army soldiers stand at lhe tunnel where the lmm was attacked by militants, in Bolaﬂ Balochistan, Paklstan on March 15. REUTERS

access to basic necessities such as
dnnkmg water, tacldmz, the rising costs of
dities like petrol and

capabilities to launch massive attacks on
Pakistan’s security forces and that they
can withstand the firepower of special
forces for well over 24 hours. Notably,
during the stand-off, the militants also
deployed effective social media strategies
to convey their narrative to the wider
world, which is indicative of the
insurgents’ increasing tactical
sophistication. The episode also shows
that there seems to be improved
coordination between various Baloch
insurgent groups.

As society in Balochistan is structured
along tribal loyalties, numerous
organisations and armed groups have
emerged to articulate the grievances of
the Baloch people. While tribal loyalties
continue to endure, there seems to be a
gradual shift in the composition of armed
groups, with middle-class and educated
youngsters joining them. The BLA is the
most formidable group and has been
declared a terrorist organisation by
Pakistan and the U.S. While the
Balochistan Liberation Front (BLF) is
reportedly more popular among the
younger population in southern regions
of the province, the Baloch Republican
Guards (BRG) is active in areas such as
Bolan, Quetta, Sibi, and Naseerabad. A
few years ago, these armed groups along
with the Sindhudesh Revolutionary Army
(SRA) decided to collaborate under the
banner of Baloch Raji Aajoi Sangar
(BRAS). The objective of the BRAS is to
launch coordinated attacks on Pakistan’s
military infrastructure and its intelligence
apparatus with greater ferocity.

Concerns of the Baloch people
The current insurgency in Balochistan is
not the first of its kind. In fact, the
province has witnessed multiple
insurgencies, such as the ones in the
1950s, 1960s, 1970s, and mid-2000s.

It is important to note that, alongside
armed insurgency, there exists a people’s
movement advocating for improved

medlcme. regulating the presence of
Chinese fishing trawlers, and ensuring
unhindered access to the sea for
fishermen. Last year, Balochistan
witnessed massive protests led by women
who demanded the cessation of custodial
killings and fake encounters. The defence
forces have often deployed coercive
measures such as enforced
disappearances (illegal
detentions/abductions).

Over the years, the Pakistani
government has attempted to portray the
discontent in Balochistan as a

Chinese civilians were killed. There is,
therefore, growing concern in Beijing
about the Pakistan army’s ability to
provide security to Chinese personnel
working on various CPEC projects. There
are reports that China may consider a
proactive approach, such as deploying
private security companies, to protect its
civilians and interests. While China’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) was criticised for
pushing countries into debt traps, in
Pakistan, which is Beijing’s most valued
strategic partner, the CPEC, a critical
component of the BRI, has come under
sustained physical attacks.

Regional complexities

consequence of power ¢
involving a few tribal chieftains in the
province. However, there is no denying
that Balochistan was subjected to political
and socio-economic neglect. Many in
Balochistan complain that their province
was forcefully incorporated into Pakistan
in 1948. Furthermore, the people of
Balochistan rarely experienced political
empowerment because of decades of
military rule and centralised governance.
‘The province has numerous natural
resources, such as coal, copper, gn]d and
natural gas. However, the exploita of

The geopolitical context, thus far, has not
been conducive to the success of the
Baloch insurgent movement. While the
province accounts for 44% of the
country’s landmass, it has approximately
5% of the country’s population. It may be
easy for security forces to contain the
separatist movement, as they constitute a
very small percentage of the population.
Additionally, the Balochistan
independence movement has not
received significant international support.
The province is not geographically
conti to India, and t India

these resources has not unproved local
people’s livelihoods.

To compound such miseries of the
local population, massive infrastructure
projects (such as the Gwadar Port) as part
of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) were operationalised without
adequate stakeholder consultation. The
construction of these projects resulted in
people migrating to Balochistan from
different parts of the country, prompting
concerns about demographic shifts that
would adversely impact the interests of
the local Baloch population.

Insurgent groups have often articulated
their protest against the CPEC and have
called upon China to withdraw from the
province. Sadly, there were instances —
such as the suicide bombing at Karachi
University and the bombing of a bus near
the Dasu hydropower project - in which

is not in a position to provide material
support to Baloch armed groups. The
Baloch nationalist imagination also
incorporates the Sistan province of Iran,
which consequently makes Iran reluctant
to support the Baloch separatist
movement. Further, with the
deterioration of the security environment
in Pakistan, Tehran is worried that
anti-Iranian groups are finding a haven in
the neighbouring Balochistan province.
Last year, Iran conducted missile and
drone strikes targeting ‘Iranian terrorists’
in Balochistan.

The U.S. withd | from A

they would not recognise the Durand line
that delineates the Afghanistan-Pakistan
border. The Taliban has also, despite
many demands from the Pakistan Army,
refused to contain the presence of the
Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). There
has been a significant uptick in the
activities of TTP in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province in Pakistan. Many
in Pakistan’s security establishment
perceive growing coordination between
the TTP and the BLA. Pakistan’s official
statements that “terrorists were in direct
communications with Afghanistan-based
planners” suggest that all is not well
between Pakistan and various armed
groups in Afghanistan. The TTP, with its
Pashtun cadres and the BLA, with its
Baloch cadres, constitute a significant
threat on Pakistan’s western border. On
the other hand, Pakistan has invested
considerable security resources on its
eastern borders with India. The
India-Pakistan bilateral relationship
continues to remain cold, and Islamabad’s
Kashmir policy has yet to factor-in
different ground realities. It is unclear
how the new Trump administration
would respond to the unrest in Pakistan.

Lack of popular support

Pakistan’s domestic politics will broadly
define the trajectory of unrest in
Balochistan. Pakistan’s military lost
considerable respect because of its crude
handling of a popular leader like Imran
Khan. The current civilian leadership’s
hold on power is attributed to its
closeness to the military rather than to its
popularity among the masses. Given the
legitimacy crisis of the military-civilian
leadership, it is unlikely they would
indulge in serious negotiations. It would
be prudent of Pakistan’s military-civilian
leadership to decentralise power and
share from resource extraction

brought about significant geopolitical
shifts in the region. There is a growing rift
between the Taliban and the Pakistan
army, with occasional skirmishes on the
borders. Taliban representatives have
often made statements which suggest that

What is happening in Balochistan?
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with the people of Balochistan.
Otherwise, the turmoil in Balochistan will
continue to endure.

Sanjay Pulipaka is the Chairperson of
the Politeia Research Foundation. The
views expressed here are personal.
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The current insurgency in
Balochistan is not the first of its
kind. In fact, the province has
witnessed multiple
insurgencies, such as the ones
in the 1950s, 1960s, 1970s, and
mid-2000s.

v

Over the years, the Pakistani
government has attempted to
portray the discontent in
Balochistan as a consequence
of power contestations
involving a few tribal chieftains
in the province. However, there
is no denying that Balochistan
was subjected to political and
socio-economic neglect.

v

The Balochistan independence
movement has not received
significant international
suppert. The province is not
geographically contiguous to
India, and therefore, India is
not in a position to provide
material support to Baloch
armed groups.

wer, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971 932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

Pagezo



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488
SeffrEaTe 3 T 8 TeT 87

. Pakistan’s domestic politics will shape the unrest in
Balochistan, but lack of legitimacy in the military and
government makes negotiations with insurgents unlikely.

qIfeREdTer 1 HafRe Teraifer FeqfRreareT 7 srenfa i wenfaa w3,
AfFe A= 3T TFR A Fuar A1 Ft F FROT AGRA F ardar A
HHTTAT FH &1

Train hijacking by Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA)
Soifaredre foreaers 3Tt (BLA) GaRT o7 379801

e On March 11, BLA militants hijacked a train with approximately 400 passengers in
the mountainous region between Quetta and Sibi.

11 AT & BLA 3Tdsharieal o T o7 ST qgor Y fordm, fSraeT aersrer 400 i 2, g
TreaT F3eT AR R & verd a7 A g3

e Women and children were released, but militants demanded the release of their
imprisoned comrades in exchange for the remaining passengers.

Afgensit 31 Toat # oz T T, AfFT srdsarieat o sraa et F Red & o arhr
AT T IS FI 2T G|

e The Pakistani government refused to negotiate and launched a military operation,
which lasted over 24 hours.

IfFEAT TFR A aTaHid A STHR T 4T 31X 24 g¢ F 310w g7y a& =7 3rfdae

EGIRI

o Pakistan’s Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) reported 21 civilian fatalities and
four Frontier Corps personnel deaths, though actual losses may be higher.

uTfrEaTer #r $eT-afdder ufeds R (ISPR) & 376N 21 Arriat 3 4 BRI AR
Hfereni & #le g8, greiifeh el JHare Ao & Tohar |

e Following the operation, Pakistan’s security forces came under attack in multiple
parts of Balochistan.

5 AT & ST, TTfHEATT hY &I aell W AT & F¢ Rl 7 g7 gul
A united insurgency
g+ fagle

e The train hijacking exposed intelligence failures and showed that insurgents have
gained the capability to withstand military operations for over 24 hours.
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&1 3r9gor A GRRaT frderar #Y 3o B 3K fewrar & Reifeat # 24 9 @ sfaw
AT T A ITHATT T AIHAAT FIaA Y 47T 3T 75 &

Insurgents effectively used social media to spread their narrative, showing
increased tactical sophistication.

faifeat = werer #ifSar 1 FaeraTEF suAier frr @i st wEhfa st awa #@
e iRia fFar s |

Multiple Baloch insurgent groups have improved coordination, including:
o Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA).

o Fefaare faaver 3wt (BLA)|

o Balochistan Liberation Front (BLF), which is popular among the younger
population.

o Fe[farEare faere We (BLF), St Zamsit & o dfia 8

o Baloch Republican Guards (BRG), active in Bolan, Quetta, Sibi, and
Naseerabad.

o gog Rufeaast m$H (BRG), i atalrer, #rder, Rl 3k srefirame & afva 21

These groups, along with the Sindhudesh Revolutionary Army (SRA), have

collaborated under Baloch Raji Aajoi Sangar (BRAS) to launch coordinated attacks
on Pakistan’s military infrastructure.

4 wog, fyeer Rategeredy amef (SRA) & ary fAeet ae(a TSlt TS W (BRAS) &
g TIfREare! A+ I TN FIFA g FI o [T HIHA H T 3

Concerns of the Baloch people

So[d @t it FRrare

Balochistan has along history of insurgencies, occurring in the 1950s, 1960s,
1970s, and mid-2000s.

T # Rge) 1 o sfagr €, S 1950, 1960, 1970 HR 2000 F gerd & AL #
gl

9
There is a peaceful movement demanding:
o Basic necessities like drinking water and affordable petrol and medicine.

o e &1 urelt 3 wFaT Ak 31 gar St gy smaegwanait S AT

o Regulation of Chinese fishing trawlers and unhindered access to the sea
for local fishermen.

o Helt AT g ATer gl FT fAIHeT IR FUET ATIRY F v g a= foaer

ggd|

In 2023, Targe protests led by women demanded an end to custodial killings and
enforced disappearances.

2023 #, ARt F Aqed H 93 YA W AR vk go, St Rwraa # gt ik
T AT FIA T TEAT3HT Y Aehed Y AT Y TS|
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The Pakistani government portrays Baloch unrest as a conflict involving a few
tribal chieftains, but socio-economic neglect is the real issue.

QIR FIHR T AT Y F& SHASTAT A3t & Fad & T 7 925 FICA @, Afehed
AT TAEAT AT 1T 3987 §

Many Baloch believe their province was forcefully incorporated into Pakistan in 1948
and that military rule has deprived them of political empowerment.

S So[d AT ¢ o 3eTehT Tid 1948 H FagEat wifehearar # anfaer fram o 3ik d=w
ATHT A 3¢ ToTalifad FufFasor & afRa @l

Despite having rich natural resources (coal, copper, gold, and natural gas),
Balochistan’s population has not benefited from their exploitation.

SefRrEaTe # Fre, amer, e AR apfas dw S 3R wpfaF wver g & aaeg,
T ST 504 amnfead et g

Impact of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
HieT-qrferEdreT 3T AIfAAR (CPEC) T vHTT

Massive infrastructure projects like Gwadar Port were initiated without local
stakeholder consultation, causing displacement.

Ta1eY 9YE Sielt 3t Sraavaar aRASATT TurElT S Ay areher F R g Fr g, Taw
%Tarrqagaﬂ

Many non-Baloch people migrated to the region, raising concerns about
demographic shifts.

S I-Te(T AN 3 &1 A 99 0, [Fqd FaifeghT agarar i f&ar adr|
Insurgents have opposed CPEC and urged China to withdraw from Balochistan.
et & CPEC 1 favier R 31X =ter & s sYser 1 #pr #r|

Attacks on Chinese workers include:
o Suicide bombing at Karachi University.

o &t faeafagaTay # smerrard gHen|
o Bombing of a bus near the Dasu hydropower project.
o B STefdegd IRAST & I a7 I I §HelT|

China is concerned about Pakistan’s security failures and may consider deploying
private security companies to protect its citizens.

et arfarearer 1 gRan Rvaranst & fRfaa 8 3k sraer areriet @ gean & faw fash gear

Fuforal Fr AT W IR T THa1 2

The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a critical part of China’s Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), faces sustained physical attacks in Pakistan.

fer-arfearer 3% TfAART (CPEC), St dee U Us sfaflielea (BRI) &1 Agcaqel fear
¢, ITREdTe & AR gHll T HTHAT FI & 8
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Regional complexities

aNT Ffeeamne

The geopolitical context has not been favorable to the success of the Baloch
insurgency.

Tt fasw aRfPufaat ao@ fele : awaar & e seqge 7@€ @ &

Balochistan accounts for 44% of Pakistan’s landmass but has only 5% of its
population, making it easier for security forces to contain separatist movements.

Se[fRIEaTeT TIfREaTeT & 44% 73T F et B, oifehet s@aT R 59 rmamel &, foraw geam
gal & AT IAIMFad) eIl Y RART FIAT AT 8 AT & |

The Balochistan independence movement lacks significant international support.
TARAEATT FIATAT Ao P AGeaqUr HaATSLT ToreieT 7T fFem ¥

India cannot provide material support to Baloch armed groups as Balochistan is not
geographically contiguous to India.

HRT Te[d TATT FARI HT AL AET & FhalT, Fifh sMfas w0 & FefaearnT Ra @
HET 3T AL ¥

Iran does not support the Baloch separatist movement as the Baloch nationalist
imagination includes Sistan province of Iran, creating tensions with Tehran.

0T T[T IHAIMIATET ST T FHYT ST FIAT, Fi1oh qo[d ogare A I F FAFarT
9id & anfAe R sirar &, 59w derer & fare Rrar s St 81

In 2023, Iran conducted missile and drone strikes targeting "Iranian terrorists" in
Balochistan, showing Tehran’s concern over anti-Iranian groups in the region.

2023 #, &1 A Fe{fAFareT 7 S TaFwariear F e g g 3k g g
far, Toraar dgrer Y gRam farsit &1 gar Terar 2|

Changing regional dynamics after the U.S. withdrawal from
Afghanistan

HEPIMfATAT & ARFT HY g F 916 e FBufY 7 IgaT

The Taliban and Pakistan Army have developed a growing rift, leading to border
skirmishes.

arfarare 3 wifFEare @1 & fia gar9 98 @ E, oes far w e @ @

Taliban representatives have suggested that they do not recognize the Durand Line,
which defines the Afghanistan-Pakistan border.

anferarer sfafaferat @ dona ar o 3 333 Yar &t Agar 738t &a, S spmnfadra-
aTRFEaTe HiaAT Y afenfe Fet 7

Taliban has refused to contain the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), despite
multiple demands from Pakistan’s military.
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TIRFEAT AT ¥ & TR FHY AT |

TTP activities have increased in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, raising concerns within
Pakistan’s security establishment.

WY wEcerear & TTP @y arfafaftrt ag 13 §, oraw arfdrear gean waifdat & far ad
gl

Many in Pakistan’s security establishment believe that TTP and BLA are
coordinating their efforts against the state.

qIfREaTet FRET TSRl Y oerar § foh TTP 3R BLA wifereare & f&ams wgaa & @

FH PR EI
Pakistan claims that terrorists are in direct communication with Afghan-based
planners, further straining Pakistan’s ties with Afghanistan.

qIfFEdTeT &7 &1aT & fF 3MdFard) ArFanfacae & Rud ASareRT & arg @ gush 7 §,
Torad wIfFeare-rwanfaredr Gaul F qoa 96 @1 el

TTP (with Pashtun fighters) and BLA (with Baloch fighters) pose a significant
threat to Pakistan’s western borders.

TTP (92T oISTEHT & 1Y) AR BLA (ST ASTHI & H1Y) IIiFEare Y qRa#H W & foe
T TSI AU L |

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s military has concentrated significant resources on its
eastern border with India, keeping India-Pakistan relations cold.

39 dte, TTfREaTer T AT F I7Te A TAHIN WA SR F A1y Il AT ) etrer a1 fow
¥, Ty a1 it wde 33 9 gu ¥

It remains unclear how the new Trump administration (if elected) would respond to
the unrest in Pakistan.

I TISC 81 ¢ o 718 T warwet (IfE ol ar8) wnfererarer 3 arenfar ox Flt wiafrar am

Lack of popular support for Pakistan’s military-civilian leadership

qIfFEdret I HeT-ANRSF Aed HI STAAHYT Y FA

Pakistan’s military lost credibility due to its harsh handling of Imran Khan, a
popular leader.

qIfehEdTel ST AAT o AT Gl (Th AR AT idT) F GHeT & HRUT a1 AgH=igar @t
&l

The current civilian leadership holds power not due to popular support, but because
of its close ties with the military.

TAATT ANTRS Accd Wl # SATAT 781 ¢ o 38 Sevaar &1 @HdeT urea ¢, afew swfae
I AT F FT 3
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o Given this legitimacy crisis, serious negotiations with Baloch insurgents are
unlikely.

wé‘ﬂmmaﬂmgc, To[a Rt & wry T arat i werae A€ 8
e The military-civilian leadership must decentralize power and share resource
revenues with Baloch people to reduce unrest.

Vg-ATTRE Aqed ) FAT FT RAFRFIOT FIAT ART 3R To (@ A0 & AT FATEAT ¥ IO

TSTET HTSAT HIAT TR, dATfh 1M H & Toh |

o |If Pakistan fails to address Baloch grievances, turmoil in Balochistan will persist.
3R IfFEaTer aofd aat Y RIarat FY o FIe A FAF T ¢, of Te[faedrer & renfer
SR Tt

ED searches entities linked
to Soros for FEMA violations

GS Paper II:
D{Governance
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate on Tuesday searched
eight Bengaluru premises
of entities allegedly related
to American billionaire Ge-
orge Soros, in connection
with suspected violations
under the Foreign Ex-
change Management Act
(FEMA) involving at least
325 crore.

The search operation,
which was led by officials
from the agency’s Delhi
headquarters, was based
on purported findings dur-
ing an inquiry recently in-
itiated under the Act. Res-
ponses from the entities in
question are awaited.

“During investigation, it
has been found that Open
Society Institute (OSD),
USA, previously known as
Open Society Foundation
(OSF), was placed under

the Prior Reference Cate-
gory (PRC) by the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA)
vide an order dated May
30, 2016, on account of un-
desirable activities. Since
then, OSI needs prior sanc-
tion of the Home Ministry
for sending money to the
organisations registered
under the Foreign Contri-
bution (Regulation) Act in
India,” said an official.
“Soros Economic Deve-
lopment Fund (SEDF) is
the social impact invest-
ment arm of the OSL. SEDF
provided funds for various
activities linked to the non-
governmental organisation
(NGO) sector in the garb of
Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI), or consultancy/ser-
vice fee to three Indian
companies viz. Rootbridge
Services Private Limited
(RSPL), Rootbridge Acade-
my Private Limited (RAPL),
and ASAR Social Impact

Advisors Private Limited
(ASAR), the official alleged.

According to the agency,
these three companies re-
ceived about ¥25 crore dur-
ing the period 2020-21 to
202324 from  SEDF,
“which is owned by PRC
entity OSI”.

Itis alleged that RSPL re-
ceived ¥18.64 crore from
SEDF by issuing compulso-
rily convertible preference
shares at a premium of
about ¥2.5 lakh to ¥2.6 lakh
per share based on the Dis-
counted Cash  Flow
method.

“Since SEDF could not
make foreign donations di-
rectly to NGOs in India
without prior approval of
the MHA, it explored alter-
native options to bypass
the PRC restrictions. The
FDI in RSPL is suspected to
be a colourable arrange-
ment violating FDI norms,”
said the official.

ED searches entities linked
to Soros for FEMA violations

HRIE ¥ 573 WEATaAL 9T 37 hr
SIUARY: AT Iodded &I ART

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) conducted searches at
eight premises in Bengaluru
linked to American billionaire
George Soros for suspected
Foreign Exchange Management
Act (FEMA) violations involving
at least ¥25 crore.

Yaeiel G (ED) & sfrers #
Sitel R & 93 376 fowm@l W
SUANY Y, S wd $AT (FEMA)

Ieote & ded FH U FH T25 FUS & oleTeeT Y SITe Y 51T WY B

e The search operation was led by officials from the Delhi headquarters, based on an
inquiry initiated under FEMA.

oo FEarey & HfaFRal & Aqgea # 77 s i 78, S bar AT F awa gw
Y 718 ST 9 3 oY
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Findings from the investigation

ST | 9o forsed

e Open Society Institute (OSI), USA (formerly known as Open Society Foundation
(OSF)) was placed under the Prior Reference Category (PRC) by the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) on May 30, 2016, due to undesirable activities.

3T WA SEATYE (0SI), USA, T Tt 3iaeT FRmSe) G133 (OSF) & &9 & STiar
STTCT T, %1 3[6 FATET (MHA) gaRT 30 #E 2016 F 'q& Hg9t Aof (PRC) 1@ 717 &,
F3ifr Ig sraraerg afafafeat & enfaer rm arm om

e Since then, OSI requires prior approval from MHA for sending money to Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA)-registered organizations in India.

T, OS| Y HR H THHIIRT (FCRA) TSI HIASHAT Y €T Astet & fAT I[g HAreray
$1 g wigfar A usedt §1

e Soros Economic Development Fund (SEDF), the social impact investment arm of
0S|, allegedly provided funds to three Indian companies under the guise of Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) or consultancy/service fees.

AR SPIAIAS STTIAC B8 (SEDF), 31 fh 0S| Y FraATiores wsima fAder eman 8, ¥ e
HRCART FYTAAT I THSNTS (FDI) AT WRIAF/AET Yo & ATH T LAY JeTeT Y|

Companies under investigation
ST & gk & Hufagr

e The three Indian companies involved:
o Rootbridge Services Private Limited (RSPL)
o Rootbridge Academy Private Limited (RAPL)
o ASAR Social Impact Advisors Private Limited (ASAR)

SEDF’s financial transactions with Indian firms

SEDF g@RT AR Hufaat & fFe e 3l aereer

o Between 2020-21 and 2023-24, these three companies received around ¥25 crore
from SEDF.

faeir a¥ 2020-21 & 2023-24 & €=, 37 T FUTAAT F SEDF F 3T T25 FHAS YT
gul
e RSPL received ¥18.64 crore from SEDF through the issuance of compulsorily

convertible preference shares at a premium of ¥2.5 lakh to ¥2.6 lakh per share,
using the Discounted Cash Flow method.

RSPL ®Y SEDF & ¥18.64 15 T §T, 51t o ¥2.5 o & 2.6 1@ vfey 4 & Nfaw#H
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T rfAard w0 @ aRadT S lTar AR S FXE e v 3, 3R g BEwres e vt
fafer & R = o aram

Since SEDF could not directly donate to Indian NGOs without MHA approval, it
allegedly explored alternative means to bypass PRC restrictions.

4% SEDF HRAT TSI 1 a5 FaATerd Y Id Iregafar & forem der grer 781 3 Faherr 4,
3o AT T F PRC Ffaael & gIFAR Fa & darfeas adieh dan|

‘America First doesn’t mean
‘America alone’: Gabbard

Strong India-US. partnership based on shared values and the leadership of Trump and Modi,

who are ‘two great friends; says U.S. spy chief; pitches for Trump’s bid to end Russia-Ukraine war

GS Paper II: India's
piForeign Polit

NEW DELHI

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump’s com-
mitment to the

principle of ‘America First’
should not be misinter-
preted as ‘America alone’,
U.S. Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard
said on Tuesday, drawing
parallels to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s policy of
‘India First’.

Speaking at the annual
Raisina Dialogue, Ms. Gab-
bard emphasised the need
to work together to ad-
dress the challenges of the
Indo-Pacific region, and to
achieve “collective goals”,
also making a pitch for Mr.
Trump’s bid to end the
Russia-Ukraine war and
prevent the risk of Third
World War.

“President Trump is
committed to America
First, putting the safety, se-
curity and freedom of the
American people at the fo-
refront of his policies and
his decisions. But this
should not be misunder-
stood to mean that Ameri-
ca First is America alone.
The relationships that we
build together are critical
to advance our mutual in-
terests,” Ms. Gabbard said,
speaking on the second
day of the event, which is
jointly organised by the Mi-

RAISINA

DIALOGUE

nistry of External Affairs
and the Observer Research
Foundation.  “President
Trump is committed to
America First. PM Modi is
committed to India First.
Prime Minister [Christoph-
er] Luxon is committed to
New Zealand First,” she
said.

Ms. Gabbard, who was
in India on a three-day visit
during which she met the
country’s top leadership,
left for the U.S. after the
session.

She expressed confi-
dence that the partnership
and friendship between
the two nations and their
leaders would continue to
grow. “The partnership
between our two countries
has been strong for de-
cades and under the lea-
dership of two great lead-
ers and two great friends,

Annual meet: U.S. Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard
speaks during the Raisina Dialogue in New Delhi on Tuesday. AFP

President Trump and
Prime Minister Modi, and
rooted in our shared values
of peace and freedom, se-
curity and prosperity,” she
said.

‘Commitment to peace’

Underscoring the impor-
tance of the Indo-Pacific,
Ms. Gabbard said that en-
suring order and stability
in the region is critical, ad-
ding that it was not just a
geographic space, but also
the geopolitical centre of
gravity for the 21st century.
“So ensuring peace and
stability here is essential to
our collective security, our
objective of economic
prosperity, and our ability
to work together, to take
on the great challenges of
our time, and we must
tackle these challenges to-
gether. Our ability to do so

as nations, as leaders, as
people, is critical towards
achieving our collective
goals,” she said.

Noting that this is a time
of war and conflict in many
parts of the world, Ms.
Gabbard said that at such
times, leaders must stand
up for interests that affect
us all and will affect gener-
ations. Unfortunately, she
said, history has shown
that simply calling for
peace too often provokes
attacks and smears. As an
example, she pointed at
how Mr. Trump “made it a
pillar of his campaign to
share his commitment to
peace and to bring his lea-
dership towards bringing
about an end to the Russia-
Ukraine war, to stop the
killing, to prevent this risk
of Third World War and
nuclear war.”

“And for this commit-
ment, he was attacked re-
lentlessly, not only by his
political opponents and le-
gacy media in our own
country, but even by those
abroad,” Ms. Gabbard said.
Despite these “attacks and
smear campaigns”, the
American people voted
“overwhelmingly” for him
to return to the White
House and delivered a “ve-
ry clear message and man-
date for peace, which he is
carrying out as we gather
here today,” she said.

The FDI in RSPL is suspected to be a colorable arrangement violating FDI horms.

RSPL & ThE3ME FI Gieaer A o7 @1 § 31K 58 vhA3NTE AAF! FT Iearted Hle arel

IS & W9 F @1 o7 @I 2

America First’
doesn’t mean
‘America alone’:
Gabbard

'ARST FES HT
HAdod '3Thell
IANFT ALY 1S

U.S. Director of
National Intelligence,
Tulsi Gabbard, stated
that Donald Trump’s
'‘America First' policy
should not be
misinterpreted as
‘America alone’,
drawing parallels to
PM Modi’s 'India First'

policy.
AT Y T

githar fAgersh, geret
1S, F eT & Shares
<7 F1 HANFT HE
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A Y 3rFaT IARNST & T H A0 AL GHASET AIRT, 3 3F Ter=re=i
AT F 32 v AT & AT Tqrm)

e Speaking at the Raisina Dialogue, Ms. Gabbard emphasized the need for collective
efforts in addressing Indo-Pacific challenges.

TR SIITeT 7 el gy, s =1 $31-AfAfpF & i oot F1 wamue F= & fow
WA TATET AT MTRIFAT I AR 2|

India-U.S. partnership and Trump-Modi leadership

e She highlighted the strong partnership between India and the U.S., calling Trump
and Modi 'two great friends' whose leadership is based on shared values of peace,
security, and prosperity.

3giet TR AR 3R & A Ao ARiedt F1 W@ifra fram, ik Ea s adr e
HeTel s aara, fSireht Acca anifer, gt 3k aopefer & arer et o smania 1

o She expressed confidence that this partnership will continue to grow in the coming
years.

3egie faearw saFa fFam o I8 ASIeR 311 arel ast 7 3R AT gt

Commitment to peace and stability

enifer 3ix e & ufer yfcagerar

e Ms. Gabbard stated that ensuring order in the Indo-Pacific is critical, as it is the
geopolitical center of gravity for the 21st century.

+3aTS o e foh Fa-AfAfhe 7 swawyr g TE@aT IraRa B, Fih T8 214 W F -
TSAfas &g 8

¢ She remarked that leaders must stand up for collective global interests, particularly
during times of war and conflict.

*Jgiel gl Toh A3t B dRaw FegfRe fat & fw @sr @em a1fye, fadw &0 & gewr 3k
O & THT H|

Trump’s bid to end the Russia-Ukraine war

TH-Fehel IS HATCA FI & fIT €9 T 9 A9

e Ms. Gabbard emphasized that Trump has made ending the Russia-Ukraine war a
key campaign pillar, aiming to prevent the risk of World War Ill and nuclear war.
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IS o SR S gl Toh TF F TH-Fohel JaH WHTCT FIa Y et A TRATT T Go7@ Flor

Tara 8, Toreent eged et faea geer 3R wamy geur & Sf@w :1 Awar g

e She noted that Trump faced relentless attacks for his peace efforts, both from
domestic political opponents and global entities.

**3ogiel gl Toh €T I eAt e TITAT & fAT TIMAR gl T ATHAT FHIAT UST, A F
et Rt 3t T wwart =t )

o Despite this, the American people overwhelmingly supported him, delivering a clear
mandate for peace.

“SHeh STdo]g, FANDY STardr A #Y wade iz, foraa anfar & fow wose sremeer e

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Tribal man moves HC to perform customary worship
inside STR
anfearY safaa o THERMR F 3T TRIRS Yo 3t & faw
gShIC T 39 ThaT

2. The dystopian side of Insta-commerce
SECT-HTAY T HIYTTE T&T

3. Pact signed for using Parliament data for Al model:
Minister

HHC 3T FT THTE ATST & T YA FI0 & AT W
ST IHEE ||

4. Demand for Grants for Railways passed in LS amid
noisy protests

ATREST 7 AR F I Yed F fAT 3regarer Ay Aver ok

5. Chandrayaan-3 data says water ice easier to find on
moon than believed

TGATA-3 & 3T & TR TGAT I UTedt Y aF 3r9a7 @ aferw
AT F A Tehd &
6. Pockets of Insulated Sound W& eafar & drhed
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Q. What are audible enclaves? 9es: /e UsdFeled FIT &7

Tribal man moves HC
to perform customary
worship inside STR

GS Paper lll:
SagjEnvironment

BHUBANESWAR

The Orissa High Court has
issued notice to the Forest
and Environment depart-
ment over a plea to shift
the enclosure of Zeenat,
the tigress translocated
from Tadoba-Andhari Tig-
er Reserve in Maharashtra
to boost the genetic diversi-
ty of the big cat population
in Similipal Tiger Reserve.
Aggrieved by the denial
of permission to perform
customary worship inside
Jamunagarh village inside
STR, a person from Munda
tribe had moved the HC
challenging the tiger sup-
plementation programme.
Nandi Ho, a former resi-
dent of Jamunagarh, al-
leged that he along with
other villagers were arbi-
trarily evicted from their
ancestral land in two phas-

es between 2015 and 2022.
However, they continued
their worship taking verbal
permission from the Simili-
pal Tiger Reserve authori-
ties. Recently, they were
denied permission as their
village has turned into the
enclosure for Zeenat. Mr.
Ho said the tiger supple-
mentation programme was
conceived without the
‘permission’ of local peo-
ple. “The translocation... is
governed by a protocol.
Authorities  completely
overlooked the protocol,”
said Afraaz Suhail, counsel
for Mr. Ho.

Mr. Suhail said villagers
of Jamunagarh held com-
munity forest rights con-
ferred under Forest Rights
Act, 2006 which guaran-
teed indigenous communi-
ties to carry on their cus-
tomary religious practice
in sacred groves.

Tribal man moves HC to
perform customary worship
inside STR

nfeardt safda F TadzmR &
3T IRIRF GoT 4 F faw
gIShIC HT 3@ HaT

The Orissa High Court has
issued notice to the Forest and
Environment department over a
plea to shift the enclosure of
Zeenat, the tigress translocated
from Tadoba-Andhari Tiger
Reserve in Maharashtra to
boost the genetic diversity of
the big cat population in
Similipal Tiger Reserve (STR).

Nf3em gEFIE A a1 3 gATaTor
fasmmer &t afew Sl foma @, foraat
HAERISE & ATSIET-3TURY TBIR
Rerd @ TyaRa aifee shiaa &
a2 F AT 2R Rad
(TEANR) F T2 _feaar i
reratar fafderar sore & 3eaeT
¥ TYATARAT HIA Y IS ]
STaTe #9327 &
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e Aggrieved by the denial of permission to perform customary worship inside
Jamunagarh village inside STR, a person from the Munda tribe had moved the HC
challenging the tiger supplementation programme.

THENAR & 3T ALATIG T A TRUNT TT FIa Y AT o ffrerer & 3mea, Hsr
aaaﬁ%wmﬁ?rﬁmgwﬁmaﬁiﬁzﬁaﬁgvaéaﬂ%ﬁaﬁmwﬁ
e Nandi Ho, a former resident of Jamunagarh, alleged that he, along with other

villagers, was arbitrarily evicted from their ancestral land in two phases between
2015 and 2022.

=iar g, St SIegereTg & qd fararet §, o1 3TRIT oremma foh 37 3iR 3y amefon Y 2015 &
2022 & <t &Y TRt & 37 Qeclelt STl @ STateT de@er H f7m arm|

e However, they continued their worship taking verbal permission from the Similipal
Tiger Reserve authorities. Recently, they were denied permission as their village has
turned into the enclosure for Zeenat.

gleliich, 3ogiet fareliaTer R Rerd werwer @ A& regafar AwT e sy @it | grel &
#, 37¢ A & W SAPR F o a2, Fifer 3ofeht anie 319 Siierer & a13 F Ader g araw
gl

e Mr. Ho said the tiger supplementation programme was conceived without the
‘permission’ of local people.

At gY 3 e T e Gerscafer FRIHH TUENT et i Irgafar & e dam B o an)

¢ “The translocation... is governed by a protocol. Authorities completely overlooked
the protocol,” said Afraaz Suhail, counsel for Mr. Ho.

" FATATAROT U NISIHicr GaRT HeTferd Yl o | TR o G &g & 50 NIHier HY ITaa
#1," ot g F TR B oo o el |
e Mr. Suhail said villagers of Jamunagarh held community forest rights conferred

under the Forest Rights Act, 2006, which guaranteed indigenous communities the
right to carry on their customary religious practice in sacred groves.

A Foor F FeT o TG F AN F o AR g ARFR I, S g JAER
Ffafag#, 2006 & TEd AT 9o 8, 3R S afeard wagert w afdw vyt 7 ol
yRaRe enfie garsit wF S @ w1 rfER & ¥
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The dystopian side of Insta-commerce

GS Paper lli:
Employment

IT VAITOOS OT OarT CCTITCS,, wio
often see a gathering of a
range of mazdoors
(labourers) with their tools
early in the morning, waiting for
someone to call them to work.
When an employer or thekedaar
turns up, huge numbers of these
men and women swarm around
him and he begins a negotiation
process of getting the best deal for
himself. From the point of view of
the worker, who is a part of an
enormous and growing
unemployed work force, the deal
is made in desperation. Itis a
supplier’s market. The thekedaars
are a creation of managerial
facilitation where employers are
able to get a ‘middleman’ to
squeeze the greatest possible
amount from labour, and offer
them the greatest possible profits.
Spend an hour in a labour chowk
or a mazdoor mandi (job market)
and you will understand how
people’s labour is sold in an
auction on a daily or piece rate
basis, where the lowest wage wins.

Doing dirty work virtually

This lesson has been learnt rapidly
and more diabolically by
employers of gig and digital
platforms. The gig economy relies
on a paradigm of piece rate work,
offering so-called employment
and ‘choice’ to workers, thereby
shedding all responsibility vis-a-vis
workers, their wages, their
working conditions, and social
security. The digital medium has
been cunningly used to repurpose
the work of the thekedaar (the
middleman) by creating a platform
that would do his dirty work
virtually, and outside of the public
eye. Every unemployed worker
would now become part of your
mazdoor mandi, desperately
looking for work and supposedly
exercising his/her choice by
clicking on any option that might
help them survive another day.
The advantages of the mandi
where the auction is a downward
bid, with the lowest wage winning,
have been multiplied virtually,
exponentially, and seamlessly so
that you don’t see the unfair work
practice that the thekedaar plays

"5

Nikhil Dey,

Founder, Mazdoor
Kisan Shakti
Sangathan

Rakshita Swamy,

Founder, Social
Accountability Forum
for Action and
Research

Startup founders
indulge in PR to
show that they
care for the
rights of gig
workers, and at
the same time
privately oppose
any legislative
framework that
emerges (0o
protect their
rights in a State

and the anguish on the worker’s
face. There is also no possibility of
collective bargaining because the
collective has been atomised into a
million desperate workers
individually checking their phones
in search of employment. When
they ‘accept’ a ride, delivery, or a
service, the aggregator (thekedaar)
holds it up as their great
benevolent service to the nation of
creating employment. The magic
is all too real for them to know
because they control it all through
a disembodied app. They know
how much to offer, on what terms,
and under what conditions. Their
algorithms help them maximise
profits in a way that the worker
can either choose to say yes to or
perish in a market that is
dominated by a consumer class
that only sees the convenience of
someone providing a service at the
mere click of a button.

The consumer sees a worker,
who has driven through pollution,
rushed up the stairs, and is
dripping from sweat or wet with
rain, only for a brief moment. The
worker’s indignity is compounded
when he is forced to desperately
seek a five-star rating. The
distressing story of exploitation
has now reached a new high, with
the introduction of ‘Insta Maids’.
This service offers a house help
within 15 minutes to clean utensils
and sweep the house for “49 an
hour”. Workers understand what
is happening and are fighting
back. Some of their slogans point
to the poignancy of the situation -
“rating nahi, haq chaahiye (we
don’t want ratings, we want
rights)!” and “insaan hai hum,
ghulaam nahi (we are human
beings, not slaves)!”

Bill in cold storage

In India, beginning with
Rajasthan, the workers made an
important though limited
breakthrough by advocating and
pushing for legislation that would
give them: i) a framework for
social security that would help
deal with atomised piece rate
work; ii) access to their own data
on a real-time basis; iii) a
grievance redress mechanism that

The dystopian side of Insta-commerce
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would allow them some
independent platform to raise
their grievances, and a tripartite
board where issues related to the
sector could be discussed by all
concerned. This breakthrough has
been stymied with the new BJP
government refusing to notify the
Act with rules. The Congress
government that got it passed
promised more progressive
legislation in Karnataka and
Telangana, and put up a draft law
with a promise to pass it
immediately. But the collective
power of the aggregators was
further aggregated in the form of
NASSCOM and CIl-led
representations to the State
governments. These asserted that
gig workers are ‘partners’ and
should not be recognised as
employees; cannot have a right to
their data including the right to
know the break-up of individual
bills; cannot be promised
protection against arbitrary
termination; and should not have
access to an independent
grievance redress framework. The
Karnataka government has formed
a ministerial committee to
deliberate further on these inputs,
and contrary to assurances that
progressive legislation would be
passed, has put the Bill in cold
storage. It is clear whose voices an
elected government listens to.

It is no coincidence that the
person who signed on behalf of
the CII Unicorn Forum’s
submission to the Karnataka
government is the founder of
Urban Company. On LinkedIn he
suggests that the Insta Maids
service “will bring alive the
promise of New India for service
partners where financial security,
professional recognition and
dignity are within reach for all”.
The naked double speak is evident
when founders indulge in PR to
show that they care for the rights
of gig workers, and at the same
time privately oppose any
legislative framework that emerges
to protect their rights in a State.
This hypocrisy must be exposed
and the modern slavery of
platform-based gig work must be
brought to an end.
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STCT-HTAY T HYTTE &7

In urban centers, we often see groups of labourers (mazdoors)
waiting early in the morning with their tools, hoping for work.

AELN FATRT H HFAT §H AW 8 1o AT (AIGY) Gag-Jag I Aol &
T FIH T T A TS B B

 When an employer or thekedaar arrives, a large number of workers swarm around
him, and he negotiates to get the best deal for himself.

STe 1S faerdT AT SFER 37T §, A F8 FAolgY 38 Y A 8, 3R a8 39+ vrae F faw
AT YT

o For workers, who are part of a growing unemployed workforce, this deal is made in
desperation.

FAoreRl & fare, S agelt AUSTIR »07 arfFa &1 e €, a5 wiar Aorqdy # R s 1

e The thekedaars act as middlemen, squeezing maximum work from labourers while
ensuring maximum profit for employers.

SFER ALYEY & T H A A ¢, AU & HAHTH F1T FIaT4 ¢ 3R et &
fore siftreraer amr gfafvaa wa &)

Doing dirty work virtually
TSl CATHIFT g N9oT

e Gig and digital platforms have adopted and enhanced this exploitative model in a
more diabolical manner.

forar 3tk B cewird & sa aworer Atsa # 3R wfts Fhee alF & srgemar sk

qEET S|

e The gig economy relies on piece-rate work, offering so-called employment and
choice while shedding all responsibility for workers’ wages, conditions, and
security.

T srdemayr fi-Ye 1 W AR AT &, STeT ag Ae9TR 31 gdg &7 fe@rar et g
mw*m,mﬁmmw@mmwﬁ|

o Digital platforms have replaced the thekedaars, creating a virtual system where
workers are bidding for the lowest wage.

fBfSreer cATwiat & SHFERT i St o oft B, 3R veh el (F3veT) YoTTel TS, Se
AEY HaH FH dae W HTH 1 F AT el o §

e Every unemployed worker is now part of a digital mazdoor mandi, desperately
looking for work.

e g AR AieY f3Freer Aoty A3 o1 TGEAT o1 a1 &, ST61 a8 1H Ul & [l Fey
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e Thereis no possibility of collective bargaining, as every worker is isolated, checking
their phones for job opportunities.

A few WidaTsit i F1E FHTTAT 78T T 7, TR §T HSTGY IHeT- A9 379 Blef # Alepdl
Y TITer Y TET |

The illusion of choice
dYol hT A

When workers accept aride, delivery, or service, the aggregators (platform owners)
claim to be creating employment.

ST FHoteY Wes, FBefiady, a1 dar FFR Far §, aF wliEle (Soewie Afas) 38 AR
el & & H 9T A &

e Algorithms determine wages, conditions, and work availability, ensuring maximum
profit for the platform while leaving the worker with no control.

TEINREH A, F At 3R F1H i 3Teretar a7 FI §, 7N cewid F AfRFaA
st e ¥, STaf Astey & o 1S fz=oT ALY g

e The consumer only sees the worker momentarily, unaware of the hardships faced
in pollution, rain, and extreme conditions.

3T ASAGY Y Hadl FS &T0N & AT S@aT 8, Afehet 37 wqwor, a1fer, ik FaR
IRTEATIET 7 F1o FI arell FfSATSAT F1 TgATH 7T gl

e The worker's dignity is further eroded, as they desperately seek a five-star rating to
stay employed.

AAGY Y 7R 3 AAF we F1elt §, FIE 38 AR Fa1e [@= F e ot Rarr W
A TR IS B

‘Insta Maids’: A new level of exploitation

‘STCT ASH’: AT T FAAT T

e A new service, ‘Insta Maids’, now offers house help within 15 minutes, cleaning
utensils and sweeping floors for just ¥49 an hour.

T 75 UaT ‘T AW’ 379 15 FAsTe F oo FTHIR 3uereyr FI0l §, 67 T49 ufa e
o1 e 3R THIS A &7 1o Rerar B
e Workers understand this exploitation and are now fighting back.

A 38 AT ! FAF W@ § 3N 379 39F Re a3 @R 7

e Some of their protest slogans reflect their struggle, such as:
o “Rating nahi, haq chahiye” (We don’t want ratings, we want rights!)
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o " A, g Tfgw”
“Insaan hai hum, ghulam nahi” (We are human beings, not slaves!)
o "SHIT g g, JATH aTe!"

Bill in cold storage

FIfeT 33 aFq A

e InlIndia, starting with Rajasthan, gig workers made a limited breakthrough by
advocating for legislation that would:
o Provide social security for piece-rate workers.

o THS-ET AIGU F fAT Fratfare Fam vt |

o Ensure access to real-time data for workers.

o HEYl FI AEATAS FHY H 1% 32T ook Tgd FhARad |

o Establish an independent grievance redress mechanism.

o UH FadT fRAed AaRor a3 sfa +

o Form atripartite board to discuss issues affecting the sector.
o FW & F Hegl W Tl F fAv v Buay 9 wav

e The new BJP government refused to notify the Act with rules, stalling its
implementation.

a§ i WFR o Ag#AT & ary AfRfgw # sRglRa w6 & saer & G, T
sg$T ohaTi=ata ¥ IS |

e The Congress government, which passed the law, promised more progressive
legislation in Karnataka and Telangana.

FIH TR, [0 Tg Flefet TR T &1, F Fettes 3R derarme # 3fw yarfaefer
HIefel dTet T aTeT |

o Adraft law was proposed with a promise of immediate passage, but corporate
lobbying stalled progress.

TS HANET Flefet FEaTTad AT a1 47 3R T TR FIoT 7 arer fwam aram o, ofeha
FIARE AT o yarfer A |

Corporate pushback against worker rights
Aoy HTUFRI F f@eme wiale e

e Industry groups like NASSCOM and CII argued that:
o Gig workers are ‘partners’ and should not be recognized as employees.

AT g smfiere § 31 37 FAT & w9 A Aegar A8 §) Sl TR
They should not have access to their data or a break-up of individual bills.
3+¢ 39 3T A1 AfFaard el & fravor as g widt & sreh =i

They cannot demand protection from arbitrary termination.

o O O O
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o AAFAA TF F Al @ AT Ser F FEaTs Faaw iy AT T F qFA

o They should not have an independent grievance redressal system.

o 3¢ U Taad Rrerad fAarer gorrel At e @ifkw)
Karnataka government formed a ministerial committee to deliberate on these inputs,
but the Bill was put in cold storage.

Feliceh TIFR F Tk Halt Ty FIATY qa1€ qrfeh Se7 Foarat ox =il & 517 e, oifehet
FTeeT &3 T H 31T oz aram|

This reveals who the elected government actually listens to—corporates over
workers.

me%%ﬂ?ﬁﬁmmﬁmwg'—ﬂwqﬁﬁqwq FraRed Fr|

Corporate hypocrisy exposed
HIURE YIES 3R

The CIll Unicorn Forum’s submission to the Karnataka government was signed by the
founder of Urban Company.

Cll FfATIeT HRH FT YEaTa, ST hollcen DR I FHTT I1GT AT, 3H T e FeAT &
TEYTYH o gEaTEr fFo )

On LinkedIn, he claimed Insta Maids will provide financial security and dignity to
service workers.

LinkedIn W, 3gel arar foham o $¥er Agw At wfat &1 Rl g 3ilx aRe werer
FH|

However, privately, he opposed laws protecting gig workers, exposing corporate
double standards.

greliter, farsft dlR oX 3781 Fer gl & TAFRY Y 6T FA a1 Fregat 1 RAer B,
forerd ae ger ATIEs 3R g3l

This hypocrisy must be exposed, and the modern slavery of platform-based gig
work must end.

$H 9TES FI 3R AT ST T1fge, 3R caewie smemia frer a& i smyfas e w
HHTCT HL&AT AT
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Pact signed for using
Parliament data for
Al model: Minister

|GS Paper lll: S&T |
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The India Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) Mission has
signed a memorandum of
understanding with Parlia-
ment to access its data for
training an indigenous Al
model, Union IT Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said on
Tuesday.

Speaking during a panel
discussion on “Winning
the Al marathon: India in
the global Al race” at the
Raisina Dialogue in New
Delhi, Mr. Vaishnaw said
that under the India AI Mis-
sion, 14,000 graphics pro-
cessing units (GPUs) have
been made available at a
common compute facility.

“Parliament dataset will
be a very good resource for
training our model, simi-
larly Doordarshan and All
India Radio are other
sources where large data-
sets are available,” Mr.
Vaishnaw said.

“Whatever world says, a
model, if its open source
today, may not remain
open source tOmMOITOW,
which we have seen in case
of Open Al So it is impor-
tant to have our own large
language models (LLM),”
he said.

Plan rope in professors

Mr. Vaishnaw said the go-
vernment was working
with industry to evaluate
options and was planning
to rope in professors and
start-ups willing to contri-

Vaishnaw says India
will develop
capability to have
GPUs up and running
in three to five vears

bute to the journey of
building LLM for India.

Citing examples of train-
ing students on 5G tech, he
said that nearly 100 labora-
tories were set up in un-
iversities so that students
could learn about the tech
in real settings. “A similar
approach will be adopted
for AlL,” he said.

Mr. Vaishnaw said in the
next three to five years, In-
dia would develop capabil-
ity to have GPUs up and
running. “We are evaluat-
ing approaches with two
different types of instruc-
tion sets for this purpose.
Which one of the two, or
both, we will finalise, will
be left to the experts to
decide.”

Despite escalation of ta-
riff wars and export con-
trols by the U.S., Mr. Vaish-
naw said the goal was to
focus on proprietary tech
and models. “We have a
rich resource for any coun-
try to be in race of Al and
the way we have deve-
loped with U.S. where
foundation of relationship
is trust, respect for IP
rights is to co-create and
co-develop tech. That has
happened over period of
10 years which is a strength
for both countries.”

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Pact signed for using Parliament data
for Al model: Minister

HAC 32T T THTE ATST & fow IGANT
HTA & AT I §EATER; 7

India Artificial Intelligence (Al) Mission
signed an MoU with Parliament to access
its data for training an indigenous Al
model, Union IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
announced.

R NfEFRT sefoeiw (Al) e 3 wue
& 91 T GHSIET A9 (MoU) I gE1a’
frT, Sud Tacel vaTs Arsa w) yRAfET F=
& forw e yrea 6T 3T T, SHHT TN HE
TEE 7 3R dsvrg o

. Speaking at the Raisina Dialogue in New Delhi,
he stated that 14,000 graphics processing units (GPUSs)
have been made available under the India Al Mission.

aéﬁr«hﬁm@mmﬁmgw,mﬁmﬁ:
HR T3S A2 & aga 14,000 airrw AT Ifaea
(GPUs) 39elstl T 31T |

Parliament dataset and Al model training

TG 3T /e AR wrs Arser wfrator

o Parliament dataset will be a valuable resource
for training Al models, along with Doordarshan and All
India Radio datasets.

UG ST AT TS Azl & 9fAeTor & fow vah Fegar
T 1M, S8 3feltar qraeie iR 3ifer $f3ar I & 3er
A ot 3T T Sear |

. He emphasized the importance of India having
its own large language models (LLM), given that open-
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source models today may not remain open-source in the future, citing OpenAl’s
shift as an example.

3ogiel AR & 39 3 HINT ATSH (LLM) 81 & FAged W AR 2, 7311 et & 3gaT-ay
Alsd AT F 39T-8IF 71ET @ T, OpenAl & J&eTd T 381607 4l g

Government’s collaboration with academia and industry

WEHR &1 fAanfaet 3R 3gar & |y agied

e The government is engaging professors, startups, and industry experts to contribute
to the development of India’s LLMs.

TIHR AR & a2 9T ASeT (LLMs) F R{pra & aerereT & fore aidberi, Ferdsreq 3y
3T AT Y AT FI W R

o Similar to 5G technology training, where 100 labs were set up in universities, a
similar approach will be adopted for Al education.

5G TeFATelTol IRIGTOT Y g, STgT 100 FATRITaTe freafiezrerat # Tamfia #if a1, wars
fRreTr & forw 8iY st avg @1 ef®eaor 3rqaTaT STUem|

Developing India’s own GPUs

AR & TIF & GPU ThRAa 3 &1 st

e Over the next 3-5 years, India will develop its own GPU capabilities.
31Tt 3-5 st &, IR 9=t Gg Y GPU &1oa s H¥am|

e The government is evaluating two different instruction set approaches for GPUSs,
and the decision will be left to experts.

#ETHR GPU & TeTT &Y 3rerar-3rerer fader @< T &1 Aeaida w3 W 8, 3R 3ifan
foroTer fareIv=it oY ol fer smeam|

India’s focus on proprietary Al technology

TR HT ATTAFIST THTS dheileh U €ITeT

o Despite the escalation of tariff wars and export controls by the U.S., India aims to
focus on proprietary Al technology and models.

3R garT ERE Feut sit e R 7 gafr & aacg, R F eATe ArfeweT
TITE AP 3R Alsell W HT &

e The India-U.S. partnership is built on trust and respect for intellectual property (IP)
rights, with co-development and co-creation of technology as key goals.

HRA-HANH TSGR 0 31T g Fvar (IP) 3fAFRY & FFA W 3R ¢,
fSreat awalid #1 we-RAwm 3R ge-faswtr gqu wea &
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Demand for Grants for Railways
passed in LS amid noisy protests

GS Paper lil:
The HinlR2ilWays

NEW DELHI

Replying to a discussion on
the Demand for Grants for
Railways (2025-26), Union
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on Tuesday
in the Lok Sabha that allo-
cating ¥2.52 lakh crore as
Gross Budgetary Support
(GBS) for Railways was a
historic decision.

Mr. Vaishnaw  was
speaking amid noisy prot-
ests by the Opposition over
not being allowed to speak
on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s statement on
the Maha Kumbh.

He said that despite
challenges during CO-
VID-19, the Railways had
reached a healthy financial
position. “The current sit-
uation is such that Rail-
ways is now able to meet

Ashwini Vaishnaw

almost all its expenditures
through its own income, co-
vering both major and mi-
nor costs,” he stated.
Breaking down costs, he
said the largest expenditure
component in the Railways
was staff cost, which
amounts to ¥1,16,000 crore.
“There are nearly 15 lakh
pensioners, and their pen-
sion cost is around ¥66,000
crore. The energy cost
stands at 32,000 crore,

while financing costs
amount to 325,000 crore.
Adding all expenses to-
gether, the total expendi-
ture of Railways is
32,75,000 crore, whereas
the total income is approxi-
mately 32,78,000 crore,”
he said.

Passenger fares
On passenger subsidy, Mr.
Vaishnaw said that the cost
of transporting a passenger
per km was 1.38. Howev-
er, the fare charged by Rail-
ways was only %0.71 per
km. “This means Railways
recovers only 53% of the
cost, while the remaining
47% is subsidised. The total
value of this subsidy
amounts to ¥60,000 crore
annually which is consi-
dered a social obligation,”
he said.

Mr. Vaishnaw said pas-

senger fares have not been
increased since 2020.
“Compared to neighbour-
ing countries, Indian rail-
way fares are significantly
lower. For example, for a
350 km journey, India
(General Class) costs 3121,
while in Pakistan it is ¥436,
in Bangladesh it is ¥323,
and Sri Lanka it is ¥413,” he
added.

The Lok Sabha later
passed the Demands for
Grants under the control of
the Ministry of Railways for
2025-26.

Replying to concerns
raised by Members of Par-
liament regarding discrimi-
nation against Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, and West Bengal in
railway infrastructure de-
velopment, Mr. Vaishnaw
stated that record budget
allocations have been gi-
ven to every State.

Demand for Grants for Railways passed in LS amid noisy

protests

ARET 7 AR & oty Yord & AT regerer Fr aAver ok

Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw stated that allocating ¥2.52

lakh crore as Gross Budgetary Support (GBS) for Railways was a
historic decision.

FArT Yo 7o 3rRgelt dvora oF T Ay TS & AT 22,52 91 F0S HT el

T AL (GBS) afed 31 v ¢agfas favkr &)

e The statement was made amid noisy protests by the Opposition over not being
allowed to speak on PM Narendra Modi’s statement on the Maha Kumbh.
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Railways' financial health and expenditure

Yora i faer Reufa ik @

Despite COVID-19 challenges, Railways has reached a healthy financial position,
covering almost all expenses through its own income.

COVID-19 #r Folfaat & Sras(g, Ted 3rael FAHIRN AT 39 FaF & Tored § G F
# warA B
Breakdown of railway expenditure:
o Staff cost: %1,16,000 crore.
Pension cost: 66,000 crore for 15 lakh pensioners.
Energy cost: ¥32,000 crore.
Financing costs: ¥25,000 crore.
Total expenditure: %2,75,000 crore.
Total income: %2,78,000 crore.

O O O O O

Passenger fares and subsidies

Tt TR 3t gfewd

The cost of transporting a passenger per km is ¥1.38, but Railways charges only
%0.71 per km, recovering only 53% of the cost.

yfer Rreitetet an aftags i smra 21.38 &, At Tord Rk 20.71 ufe frelt aqeran @,
e Faer 53% T i agel g ¥

Annual passenger subsidy: 60,000 crore, considered a social obligation.
a1 It @fewa: 260,000 I3, o AT Efi¥ea AT STaT
Comparison with neighboring countries:

o India (General Class, 350 km): ¥121.
Pakistan: ¥436.
Bangladesh: ¥323.
Sri Lanka: ¥413.

o O O

Concerns of regional discrimination in railway development

Yo fasra 7 & igena & RAawe

Opposition members raised concerns about discrimination against Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, and West Bengal in railway infrastructure development.

~Iuel HeEat A Yord o & fashra A affrererg, der A afRasy domrer & wfer siqema
fRYrrd |
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e Mr. Vaishnaw assured that record budget allocations have been made for every

State.

AU & IMRE T fF Ud® T & T RS Iord1T rae fonar ram 8

Chandrayaan-3 data says water ice
easier to find on moon than believed

An instrument onboard the Vikram lander has found that the temperature at its location was 82° C and just a metre away dipped to 58° C. If the surface temperature can vary
so much at metre scales, scientists have concluded there must be more areas where conditions are suitable for water ice to stabilise beneath the surface

S Paper lll: S&T

Shreejaya Karantha

s countries like the US, China,

Russia, and India develop plans

for long-term stations on the

moon, water available on the
moon itself is emerging as a vital
resource. Aside from meeting the
drinking and sanitary needs of astronauts,
scientists are also working on using moon
water as fuel for rockets launched from
the natural satellite.

In a new study, researchers from the
Physical Research Laboratory (PRL) in
Ahmedabad have found that the area of
the moon where water ice can be easily
accessed is greater than expected.

Their study aims to provide a more
detailed understanding of the moon’s
thermal environment and ice
distribution, laying the groundwork for
future exploration and habitation
strategies.

Data from Vikram
The first step to understand how much
water there could be on the moon is to
know the temperature on the surface.

Scientists also need this detail if
astronauts are to withstand the moon’s
natural environs: moon-days are intensely
hot while nights are frigidly cold, it lacks
an atmosphere, and it is more threatened
by deadly solar flares from the sun than
the earth.

The new study marks a significant
advance on this front. It is based on
ground-level observations made by
Chandrayaan-3, the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) mission
whose Vikram lander touched down on
the moon in August 2023.

A team of researchers led by PRL
scientist K. Durga Prasad has uncovered
insights into temperature variations on
the moon’s surface and at depths of up to
10 cm.

The findings were published in a March
6 paper in the journal C

ations

This image captured by the Chandrayaan-2 orbiter shows the location of Shiv Shakti point, where the
Vikram lander of the Chandrayaan-3 mission descended, and the surrounding terrain. The position of
the sun is revealed by the orientation of the shadows. Isro

This image collage shows the location of the
ChaSTE instrument onboard the Vikram lander.
The lander was photographed by the Pragyan
rover. ISRO

temperature detector (RTD) sensors with
very high accuracy in the entire range of
" are don the

Earth & Environment.

Use of RTD sensors

Using the Chandra’s Surface
Thermophysical Experiment (ChaSTE)
onboard the Vikram lander, the
researchers conducted an in-situ (directly
at the site) experiment to measure the
temperature of the top 10 ¢cm of lunar
regolith at 69.373° south and 32.319° east.
This spot is Shiv Shakti point, where
Vikram landed. It is located in the moon’s
south pole region.

The ChaSTE instrument is equipped
with a thermal probe, which the lander
deployed and penetrated into the lunar
soil. According to Prasad, 10
“custom-designed platinum resistance

ChaSTE probe. RTDs are a type of
temperature sensor that measure
temperature by detecting changes in
electrical resistance.

The team used ChaSTE to acquire RTD

signals and convert them into digital data.

The team collected temperature data
from ChaSTE for approximately 10 earth
days, from August 24 to September 2,
2023, which is about eight hours of a
lunar day. The diurnal lunar temperature
values, i.e., the range between day and
night, were obtained using an established
3D thermophysical model developed by
PRL, Prasad added.

The ground truth
The team found the peak surface

e

This becomes an interesting finding as
exploration of high latitude regions is
less technically challenging than that
of lunar poles, an important aspect
for future in-situ exploration and
human activities on the moon

temperature at the site to be 82° C. Prasad
said, “The in-situ temperature profile
itself was surprising” because it recorded
higher temperatures than those predicted
by the Diviner instrument onboard
NASA’s Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter
(LRO).

The temperature was also found to
drop drastically to roughly -181° C at
night. “It was exciting to know that actual
surface temperature at high latitude
locations can go to both high and low
extremes,” Prasad said.

Higher latitude regions are those
located farther from the equator.

He added that a large temperature
difference observed between day and
night means the lunar surface could
harbour unique thermophysical
properties.

Significant change
The team attributed the
higher-than-expected daytime
temperature to the sun-facing slope of the
location. But it was still intrigued enough
to investigate the temperature at points
that were sloped in other directions.

Due to their higher exposure to the

sun, water is not likely to be found in the
sun-facing slopes.

To investigate unar temperatures at
different locations with different
orientations, the team built a model
based on the ChaSTE measurements.
They found that the surface temperature
at a flat site around a metre away from the
ChaSTE instrument’s position was 58.85°
C. This value agreed with orbiter-based
remote-sensing observations.

That the temperature at Shiv Shakti
point was 82° C and just a metre away
dipped to 58° C implied lunar surface
temperatures vary significantly at metre
scales. Further investigations by the team
showed that larger slopes that faced away
from the sun and had a tilt of more than
14° could maintain lower temperatures,
creating conditions suitable for water ice
to migrate and stabilise beneath the
surface.

In other words, since water ice can
exist within the shallow subsurface at
certain high latitudes as well, the team’s
findings indicate the resource can be
accessed from more places on the moon
than previously believed.

First of its kind

The study presents the first in-situ
measurements of temperature at a high
latitude region on the moon, offering
accurate data on surface and near-surface
temperatures close to the polar regions,
according to Prasad.

Scientists previously thought water ice
existed in stable quantities only at the
moon’s poles. The study has shown that
certain higher latitude locations may
provide a similar environment as near the
poles for water ice to accumulate at
shallow depths.

“This becomes an interesting finding as
exploration of high latitude regions is less
technically challenging than that of lunar
poles, an important aspect for future
in-situ exploration and human activities
on the moon,” Prasad said.

Based on the temperature profiles
obtained from ChaSTE measurements,
the team is currently studying the
thermophysical properties of the lunar
surface, including how it affects lunar
temperatures. Through this, Prasad said,
they can “model the migration and
stability of the water ice for other
different representative locations on the
moon.”

This can lead to a comprehensive
understanding of the moon’s
thermophysics and its near-surface and
sub-surface water-ice distribution.

(Shreejaya Karantha is a freelance
science writer and a content writer and
research specialist at The Secrets of The
Universe. shreejayakaranth@gmail.com)

THE GIST

v

Water on the moon is
emerging as a vital resource.
Aside from drinking and
sanitary needs of astronauts,
scientists are also working on
using moon water as fuel for
rockets launched from the
natural satellite

v

Understanding how much
water there is on the moon
requires knowledge of the
temperature. Scientists also
need this information to help
astronauts withstand the
moon’s environs: moon-days
are intensely hot while nights
are frigidly cold

v

Temperature was found to
drop to roughly -181° C at
night. ‘A large temperature
difference observed between
day and night means the
lunar surface could harbour
unique thermophysical
properties’

v

Scientists thought water ice
existed in stable quantities
only at the poles. The study
shows that certain higher
latitude locations may provide
a similar environment as near
the poles for water ice to
accumulate at shallow depths
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Chandrayaan-3 data says water ice easier to find on moon
than believed

TGAT-3 & 3T & TR TGAT 9T UTelt Y I 3r9a7 § Hferw
3T @ A gt §

An instrument onboard the Vikram lander found that the surface
temperature was 82°C, but just a metre away, it dipped to 58°C.

“fIHA o 3T I 9 ITFHIOT & 9T O g T dTIHATT 82°C T, aifhet A%
T AT AT gl W I 58°C o R a4

e This suggests that more areas on the moon may have conditions suitable for water
ice to stabilize beneath the surface.

I W T § o Tear o 31l st o arelt Ay o RuR tear Y Rufy gt gact ¥

Significance of water on the moon
YEHAT 9T ITei) T FAged

o Countries like the US, China, Russia, and India are planning long-term moon
missions.

3T, T, T 3R HRT S 221 AT IR Qe frerat 1 2Vsrel 977 ¢ &

e« Moon water can be used for drinking, sanitation, and even rocket fuel for future lunar
missions.

“TEHT T UTelt $1fasy & N, Faeaar R Ade $ue & T & sTaATd fhaT ST FohaT 1

Chandrayaan-3’s findings

TGIATA-3 & fasawd

e The study, conducted by Physical Research Laboratory (PRL), Ahmedabad, found
that water ice on the moon may be more accessible than previously thought.

*3TEAGIEIG (e #ilfae TaeTeT veTemeT (PRL) & 37e3eT 3 91T a1 fof <ig#T o) areht
& T 3rdeT I IOF I @ AT gHd B

e The findings were published in a March 6 paper in the journal Communications Earth
& Environment.

»3 forsehy 6 AT A ‘FFYAFAH 3ref U3 veraraerae ufier # yafdia fre v

Use of RTD sensors

HREE JHT HT 3T
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The Chandra’s Surface Thermophysical Experiment (ChaSTE) onboard Vikram
lander measured the temperature of the top 10 cm of lunar soil at 69.373° south and
32.319° east (Shiv Shakti Point).

“Iha oI5t g o19Y TgT T Tdg YA TIF AT (ChaSTE) o 69.373° gfgyor ik
32.319° qd (Rra erfda fg) oX =g Tt & oftd 10 QY hr AroaAreT aAd|

ChaSTE used custom-designed platinum resistance temperature detector (RTD)
sensors, which measured temperature variations with high accuracy.

**ChaSTE o #¥eH-3As fhT 1T cafests yfaRer am#a f3eeex (RTD) AW 1 39JET
o, fo T aTIATeT & SgdTg S 3T ARl F T AT

The team collected temperature data from August 24 to September 2, 2023 (around 8
hours of a lunar day).

ST F 24 ITET T 2 AT 2023 TR (ST 8 ©E & T GaHq & SRIeT) dTIHTT 3T Tehd
fomam|

The data was analyzed using a 3D thermophysical model developed by PRL to
understand lunar day-night temperature variations.

#4327 T PRL gaRT fasfid 3D AR oraer ATser a1 3UANT dhteh faReiyoT fohar m,
o ey Og RRaa@-Ufy ara#TeT & SoiTd o GHST 5T Fh |

The Ground Truth
g 1 give

The peak surface temperature at the site was recorded as 82°C, which was higher
than NASA'’s Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO) predictions.

#HISC W ATUFAH Ha§ T 82°C Gt faharm a1, it o are & e Repifedw 3iffdex
(LRO) #r srfasgarforat & 3rferes am)

The temperature dropped drastically to —181°C at night, showing extreme thermal
variations.

TTTHTT T H —181°C dah fIX 7141, 59 373 I seaTd T Tohd AT &1

This variation suggests the lunar surface has unique thermophysical properties.

37 fReeTar geiiel § T wga #r wae 7 sl ara-sifaes qor &

Significant Change

HgcaqOr agelrd

The high daytime temperature was attributed to the sun-facing slope of the location.
=3 T T AT FF T I FH §T ellel  HROT AT 17|

The team investigated temperature variations at different slopes to identify areas
where water ice could exist.
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“EH o AT T 9T AIATT IR 1 ST T dTfeh Ig TgTeT 1T o Toh Fgh qreit
&1 T AlSg & et 8

e Asite just one meter away from ChaSTE instrument recorded 58.85°C, showing
significant temperature variation at small scales.

*ChaSTE 39avT & Tt ua HYeT gT Welg FT AT 58.85°C Gof fahdT 71T, Tored 81
YATAT IR §3 ATIHTA 3R T Tohd el
o Larger slopes tilted more than 14° away from the sun maintained lower

temperatures, creating conditions suitable for water ice to stabilize beneath the
surface.

14° 3 3T FHT g3 T TeA=AT o =T ATTaTeT sre 1@, fHaw Feag & = awedt i
& TP Tg=t < ey w=it|

First of Its Kind
39 YhR T GgolT reT el

e The study is the first in-situ measurement of high-latitude lunar temperatures,
providing accurate data on surface and near-surface temperatures.

WG ETTeT ITT-HETINT T ATTATST FT IgelT TU I FATIT IAT LA §, 5T Talg 3R

3Y-HAE dTIATT U S 32T YaTT FIT &

o Earlier, scientists believed water ice was stable only at the moon’s poles, but the
study suggests higher-latitude areas can also support water ice deposits.

e AR T ATTAT AT o et Y aF Faer o1 & ¢fal W U @ FFh 8, et
3 YA I IdT Tl & [oh 3o aTieiir a3 oft uredt Y aF & Tuaer A Weras g aha
gl

o Exploring these high-latitude regions is less challenging than polar exploration,
making them ideal sites for future lunar missions and human activities.

5e1 3Td-37aTIN &t Y @Y ¢yt & i o 7 w1 gt §, Tew @ sfesw F 9w
farert 3k AT afafafat & e smeet v oo woa &)

e The team is now studying how lunar thermophysical properties affect ice migration
and stability, using ChaSTE data to model different lunar locations.

A S T X & & & TgaAr Fr arv-4ifaF Rdvard ok F yarg ik RRar s Ha
gaTRa 7 &, 31X ChaSTE 321 #T 39959T &3 RAffiee 9 TUT=iT &1 ATsfor 7 W |
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Pockets of insulated sound

[GS Paper lll: S&T |

7 Q. Whatare

g - audible
enclaves?
Audible
enclaves are
small pockets
of sound that
are not disturbed by
surrounding noise. They are
produced by new technologies
designed to deliver sounds
that only one specific person
can hear, even if they are in a
crowd.

Sound consists of waves
moving through a medium,
moving the medium’s particles
back and forth. How fast this
back-and-forth motion
happens determines the
sound’s frequency. The faster
they move, the higher the
frequency of the sound.
When sound waves are
emitted from a source, like a
speaker, they diverge as they
pass through the airin a
phenomenon called
diffraction. Higher frequency
sounds diverge more. Devices
called parametric array
loudspeakers are still able to
create focused ‘beams’ of
sound. They emit
high-frequency waves
modulated with an audio
signal. As the waves travel
through the air, they
self-demodulate to produce a

When sound waves are emitted from a source, like a
speaker, they diverge as they pass through the airin a
phenomenon called diffraction. DESMOND LIAN/UNSPLASH

sound wave confined in a narrow beam, audible
only to those in the beam’s path.

Audible enclaves go a step further. In a study
published on March 17 in Proceedings of the
National Academy of Science, researchers in the
US reported doing this by using two
high-frequency waves of different frequencies.
They are inaudible in this form. But when they
intersect, non-linear interactions cause them to
produce a sound wave at that spot, audible only

to people nearby.

mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in

Y

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

Pockets of
Insulated

Sound &Xfad

eafer & diched

Q. What are
audible
enclaves?

YRel: Hcg
Usdrolcq FIT 87

Audible enclaves
are small
pockets of
sound that
remain
undisturbed by
surrounding
noise.

e UordolcH BIC
egfd g g s
YT & AR &
sysnfada w@a 8

e They are produced by
new technologies that
deliver sounds only to
a specific person, even
in a crowd.

o G Tehellenl GaNT

3ol TohT ST %Eﬁaﬁgﬁaﬂmwﬁfﬂv{wﬁraﬁwﬁr@ﬁ%l

e Sound consists of waves moving through a medium, displacing particles back and

forth.

o tafar aial § aaft gich ¥ S fohell ATETH & IR §U UM 1 TS feerre &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page46

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

o The frequency of sound depends on how fast these particles move; higher speed
means higher frequency.

= eafer Y 3mgfy 38 W AR A & 6 3 07 ettt ol & Rerd & 31fRrs
afe 1 FAeerd 3118 3Ry e ¢

o When sound waves are emitted from a source (like a speaker), they diverge as they
pass through air.

o ST tafe aidT TRl A (S T & 3cafoia eI &, ar 3 gar & ey €
e Higher frequency sounds diverge more, making it difficult to confine sound.

o 3% Mg arelt eafer 3rfeer therd &, forad 5@ WAT 1 ST g1 ST Bl
e Parametric array loudspeakers create focused ‘beams’ of sound.

o RARE W aEFsTda Higd T eafel 3cdes Hd &
o These loudspeakers emit high-frequency waves modulated with an audio signal.

o U ATSSENH 3T-3MGR a3T Ichlold Fd & il e 13T eter & wanfara gl
gl

e As these waves travel, they self-demodulate, creating a confined sound wave audible
only in a narrow beam.

o STl A e AT T &, A & Ferer: RwATgee Qe ¥, Ty dharer webof e F S
ol aTelt €afaY 3cuee gl &
e Audible enclaves go a step further.
o #cY UeFoleq 5HY ot 3mar T &1

e A study published on March 17 in Proceedings of the National Academy of Science
demonstrates a new method.

o AT VHSHN B FIZHH 17 AT I GehIId Teh HEATA & Ueh 75 fafey Gl
Caf
e Researchers in the U.S. used two high-frequency waves of different frequencies.
o AR 7 Aerhd3it & &Y ITa-3mgfr a<ait w1 3urer faha|

o These waves are inaudible individually, but when they intersect, they create a localized
sound wave.

o AW AFANA T & 3G A gl 8, ofehed Fa Fufdg wecht § I v
AT Lafa ater e Hr §

e This sound is audible only to people nearby and does not spread beyond the
intersection point.

o UE Al Faw arw A s A Fr g &l § 3R wfaedas fig & aey Al
el |
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Yt Y At i ger

2. Trump and the silencing of America’s universities

gFq 3R AR HiY gAafiRat # 1 gaa

Forty-four years after Dehuli massacre
of 24 Dalits, three given death sentence

Essay
GS Paper IV: Ethics

NEW DELHI

Forty-four years after the
Dehuli massacre in which
24 Dalits, including women
and children were killed, a
special court in Mainpuri
district of Uttar Pradesh on
Tuesday sentenced three

ers. They targeted a Dalit fa-
mily and when other villag-
ers came out in support,

they gunned down 24 peo-

ple, including seven wo-
men and two children aged
just six months and two
years. Many were injured in
the incident, after which
the gang looted valuables

persons, all in their 60s, to from several homes.
death. A villager, Layak Singh,
Special judge Indira had filed an FIR in the case

Singh had convicted Kap-
tan Singh, Rampal and Ram
Sevak on March 12 and pro-
nounced the punishment
on Tuesday. Apart from
sentencing, the court im-
posed a fine of 1 lakh on
the convicts, who broke
down inside the court as
soon as the punishment

-

Then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi comforting family members of
some of the victims of Dehuli massacre. FILE PHOTO

against 20 persons under
Sections 302 (murder), 307
(attempt to murder), and
396 (dacoity), among other
charges.

14 accused dead

In 44 years, the case was
transferred from Mainpuri
to Allahabad. It was then

was pronounced. crime that destroys the so-  of justice to the victims and  transferred to the Mainpuri
cial structure,” it noted. their families. sessions court on October
‘Shame on law & order’ The court added that it The Dehuli massacre 19, 2024. On the orders of

The court termed the case
“rarest of the rare” due to
the brutality inflicted upon

would be justified to award
death penalty to the con-
victed offenders with the

took place on November 18,
1981, when a gang of 17 da-
coits, led by Radhe and San-

the District Judge, it was
heard in the special court.
In over four decades, 14

the victims. “The crime firm belief that it would act tosha, disguised as police- among the 20 accused died o0
committed by the accused notonlyasadeterrent prin- men, stormed the village  while three were sentenced
isashameonlawandorder ciple of punishment but al-  suspecting that people here  to death; the others are still ﬂ:
as well as humanity. Itisa  so as a medium/instrument  had become police inform-  absconding. o0
a
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Forty-four years after Dehuli massacre of 24 Dalits, three
given death sentence

agaﬁmra?igﬂ:Mmarm, 24 gferdY Y gear & Y et arent &y
At $r g=r

Forty-four years after the Dehuli massacre, in which 24 Dalits,
including women and children, were killed, a special court in Mainpuri
district of Uttar Pradesh on Tuesday sentenced three persons, all in
their 60s, to death.

Sgell §cTHIS & 44 Tiel a1g, Toraat 24 gferdll, fS=at AAfgee 3R o= enfarer
q, T g FT 5 A, 3T o F Aaqd fra i & srerera o HAreran
Y cfter e, St @eft 60 T Y 37 F &, B AT F T GAE|

e Special judge Indira Singh had convicted Kaptan Singh, Rampal, and Ram Sevak on
March 12 and pronounced the punishment on Tuesday.

ey =arameiter sfeRr Rig & 12 AT 1 Fea R, THITer 3 [T Fa F1 et sgIrar
3 FHIAAR T Hll G5 |

e Apart from sentencing, the court imposed a fine of ¥1 lakh on the convicts, who broke
down inside the court as soon as the punishment was pronounced.

HSIT o 37T, 3TeTeld o SIS OX ¥ J1E T STATT 37 ST, SiY Tl Goioh &7 Jrarad &
Be-Fe T U |
e ‘Shame on law & order’
FTefeT HR ATET W Few’
o The court termed the case "rarest of the rare" due to the brutality inflicted
upon the victims.

JeTeld o S8 ATHA & "HaW Golof ATHAT # § 0" IR 1o, it e difgat
TR eI TOF FHICT ol IS AT |

o "The crime committed by the accused is a shame on law and order as well
as humanity. It is a crime that destroys the social structure,” it noted.

" HRATRAT SR AT 1T A9 FTefer- AT YT IR ATTTAT TR Felsh ¢ T§ U QAT
T ¥ S AIATSE HIGAT Y TS FT 41 §," IGTeld A g

o The court added that it would be justified to award the death penalty to the
convicted offenders, with the firm belief that it would act not only as a
deterrent but also as justice to the victims and their families.

37CTold of el Toh a1t r &I Y T a1 3T 819, Fifh T8 o e
IYTAAY &Y Adraet el afed NfFal 3k 3ad aRErT # =y off A
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e The Dehuli massacre took place on November 18, 1981, when a gang of 17 dacoits,
led by Radhe and Santosha, disguised as policemen, stormed the village suspecting
that people here had become police informers.

&gl §cAThIS 18 AT 1981 Y T T, Sfw 17 3%l & T FRe, foraehr aiea wdr 3k
AT T ¢ A, o gforaer#t & & 3F a1 9T gAaT fohan, i 3o¢ 2reh AT o arerarer
gfew & FaEfay &7 71w g

e They targeted a Dalit family, and when other villagers came out in support, they

gunned down 24 people, including seven women and two children aged just six
months and two years.

3ogial U gfard IRER & 2T 9am, 31 39 37 Aror A7 # 3T, O 3o 24
et el AR &Y, [STH F1d Afge 3R & =3 anfA e O, S 37 Ah s 7d+ 3k

gl |rer Y|

e Many were injured in the incident, after which the gang looted valuables from several
homes.

svamﬁavémwgtr, oreeh a1g FIRIE o %8 oY @ e aAe ofe faw
e Avillager, Layak Singh, had filed an FIR in the case against 20 persons under

Sections 302 (murder), 307 (attempt to murder), and 396 (dacoity), among other
charges.

g F A, arre T, & 5T AT & 20 dRY & FeTd 4R 302 (8<T), 307 (§<4T A1
9a), 3R 396 (3 TRT 3T IRT H THIMTEINR of FaTS|
« 14 accused dead

14 IR T

o In44 years, the case was transferred from Mainpuri to Allahabad, then back
to Mainpuri sessions court on October 19, 2024.

44 Tt &, g AT AAGY F FATETaTE FATATTR FHaT 31T, 7T 19 3reFgat 2024
F ATGH TF T A FTIH AT AT

o Onthe orders of the District Judge, it was heard in the special court.
forer =aramefier & 3nder wx, Ig AT AN 3reTerd F gar |

o Inover four decades, 14 among the 20 accused died, while three were
sentenced to death; the others are still absconding.
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Trump and the silencing of America’s universities

he 1960s and 1970s saw a significant
shift in the academic landscape,
particularly in the humanities and
social sciences. This period marked the
emergence of a counter-western narrative, where
third-world literatures gained prominence, and
the master narratives of the West were
challenged. As a result, the idea of independence,
rewriting histories, and promoting democracy
and freedom became increasingly important, as
is evident in the student uprisings in the volatile
1960s. Students sought freedom in the classroom
and university, leading to massive
demonstrations against the establishment as well
as against the Vietnam War. Aimé Césaire’s
Discourse on Colonialism, Frantz Fanon's The
Wretched of the Earth, and Edward Said’s
Orientalism became the seminal works
introduced in the humanities curriculum.

These counter-narratives questioned the
West’s idea of white supremacy, describing the
strife between the coloniser and the colonised,
and paving the way for a more inclusive and
diverse academic environment. However, the
Trump regime is attempting to undermine this
progress by suppressing such discourses of
marginalised communities with its impact on
universities in mainly two key areas of concern:
the defunding of certain critical courses that
oppose right-wing ideology, and the clampdown
on Palestinian students and supporters of the
Palestinian cause. Both issues are closely tied to
the university setting.

The rise of the far right

Mr. Trump’s administration has targeted
university programmes and courses that focus on
diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) for
defunding. Specifically, the subjects that may be
impacted include: diversity and inclusion studies
that promote multiplicity, equity, and inclusion
on campus, and critical race theory that explores
the intersection of race and power in society.
Gender Studies, African American Studies, Latinx
Studies, Asian American Studies and Native
American studies may also face funding cuts, not
only undermining academic freedom but also
perpetuating a culture of ignorance and
intolerance.

The rise of the far-right ideology, consequently,
poses a significant threat to academic freedom
and intellectual dissent, a danger to the emerging
world order. Trumpism, with its emphasis on
white supremacy, misogyny, and virulent
nationalism, symbolises this significant threat. Its
agenda to suppress research in “left-wing” areas
is a blatant attempt to silence centres of higher
learning and stifle critical thinking. This silencing
is not new, as universities have historically been

[

Shelley Walia
has taught Cultural
Theory at Panjab
University,
Chandigarh

The
implications of
Donald Trump’s
orders extend
to the world —
supremacy,
misogyny, and
virulent
nationalism
threaten
academic
freedom,
intellectual
dissent and the
emerging world
order

sites of struggle for marginalised communities.
But it is important to draw parallels between the
current state of affairs and the post-independence
era in universities worldwide, where there was a
surge in studying African and Latin American
literatures, gender studies and ecofeminism,
Third World cultural studies and anti-war
literature. These academic movements
challenged dominant narratives and sought to
dismantle the binary systems that perpetuated
inequality and totalitarianism.

Revisiting Mr. Trump’s last presidency, we see
a strong leaning towards unilateralism,
particularly in his immigration policies. His
“America First” approach led to the
implementation of several controversial
measures, including the travel ban targeting
predominantly Muslim countries and the
construction of a border wall along the
U.S.-Mexico border.

And, more recently, he has gone after the
Palestinian sympathisers. Understandably, Mr.
Trump’s immigration policies are deeply rooted
in his nationalist and populist ideology, which
emphasises the need to protect American jobs
and culture from perceived external threats. This
ideology has been criticised for being
discriminatory and xenophobic, with many
arguing that it is a form of ultra-nationalism that
borders on Nazism.

Mr. Trump’s presidency has been marked by
several contentious executive orders, two of
which sparked widespread debate and criticism.
The first order, signed in 2017, banned
immigration from several Muslim-majority
countries, prompting a strong reaction from
university presidents across the U.S. In a joint
letter, presidents of over 50 universities urged Mr.
Trump to rescind the order, arguing that it
contradicted America’s long-standing tradition of
embracing diversity and welcoming people from
various nations and faiths. They emphasised that
immigrant students have significantly contributed
to the country’s growth in various fields,
including technology, research, and labour.

Chill in the campus

However, a similar outcry was noticeably absent
when in his second presidency, Mr. Trump signed
another order that effectively targeted individuals
guilty of being Palestinian sympathisers. Clearly,
Mr. Trump’s policies have had a profound impact
on universities and international students,
particularly those who speak out against injustice
and promote diversity. The crackdown on
Palestinian students and voices that counter Mr.
Trump’s views on Israel has created a chilling
effect on campuses, with many students and
faculty members fearing repercussions for

speaking out. This silence is particularly
concerning, as educational institutions should be
promoting diversity, inclusivity, and free speech,
rather than punishing those who speak out
against genocide. The irony is that America has
greatly benefited from immigrant contributions
to its economic, intellectual, social, and cultural
progress.

But Mr. Trump’s ideology has led to a surge in
anti-Palestinian sentiment, with some politicians
calling for the deportation of foreign students
involved in pro-Palestinian protests.

This has created a culture of fear and
intimidation on campuses. Many students and
faculty members are hesitant to speak out against
injustice, fearing that they will be targeted,
harassed, or even deported. This is particularly
concerning for international students, who may
face visa restrictions, deportation, or other forms
of retaliation for speaking out against Mr. Trump’s
policies. The silencing of dissenting voices on
campuses has far-reaching implications for
democracy, free speech, and human rights.

Part of a narrative
Mr. Trump’s anti-immigrant discourse is not just
about creating a scapegoat. It is part of a broader
narrative that aims to re-establish nationalist
patriotic values and targets globalisation. His
opposition to uncontrolled immigration is linked
to his critique of globalisation processes, which
he sees as leading to job losses for American
workers. This ideology has become a sort of new
populist movement that is being embraced by
right-wing movements in Europe and elsewhere.
In this context, the role of intellectuals
becomes crucial in countering Mr. Trump’s brand
of leadership that rejects integration with other
communities and promotes a selfish,
self-centered agenda. It is essential for scholars,
experts, and thinkers to mobilise public opinion,
challenge discriminatory policies, and advocate
progressive values, thereby recognising and
taking a stand against the apartheid state
engineered by Mr. Trump. As W.E.B. Du Bois
asked, “If indeed what we confront is an
apartheid state, then what is our responsibility as
scholars and educators?” For him, universities
are sanctuaries for marginalised communities,
providing a forum for the public intellectual
ready to speak truth to power and foster a culture
of resistance and critical thinking, challenging
dominant narratives, and developing pedagogies
that promote social justice. Mr. Trump’s agenda
to suppress radical research or mentally stress
students is a form of despotism with implications
that extend beyond the United States, with many
regarding them as a threat to global social order
and human rights.

Trump and the silencing of America’s universities

gFq 3R AR A FfAafiRat # 1 gaa

The 1960s and 1970s saw a significant shift in the academic
landscape, particularly in the humanities and social sciences.
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T AT 3R T &A= A

e This period marked the emergence of a counter-western narrative, where third-world
literatures gained prominence, and the master narratives of the West were
challenged.

58 yaftr 7 o gdva & fBare v dwfous Tiemor 33rr, foras el gfarar &
W 1 Aged e iR afvas 1 woe aromsit gl & 78|

e Students sought freedom in the classroom and university, leading to massive
demonstrations against the establishment as well as the Vietham War.

ol o waT AR FeafgTery 7 wad=ar i Aer i, wd sgavyr F e 93 yaak
3R fararaea gy & Ry & el gul
¢ Books like Aimé Césaire’s Discourse on Colonialism, Frantz Fanon’s The Wretched

of the Earth, and Edward Said’s Orientalism became crucial in the humanities
curriculum.

W AT F1 " BERRE it Freafaafasa, wier baa & g 13 3w g e, il vezad
wgg Fr " sRvefasa ST fhdre AT Iregsa 1 38 REar 51 75|

e The Trump regime is attempting to undermine this progress by suppressing
discourses of marginalized communities, mainly in two key areas:

TFT AT 3T T T FHHASR ol T JATH Y T & 3N 1T I 93 woperat & faamd
oY EETY 2T ShITRILN Y V6T &, TR T & Jog@ &=t o

o Defunding critical courses that oppose right-wing ideology.

o gieroradt faaReRT F1 fatr F aTe AT UrSTHAT hr G AFer|

o Clampdown on Palestinian students and supporters of the Palestinian
cause.

o Trfarde amEt it fsfards ards | sRars|

The rise of the far right
gi@oTadt RaRYuRT #1387

e Trump’s administration has targeted university programmes that focus on diversity,
equity, and inclusion (DEI) for defunding.

&Fq verrae & fafaurdr, wamaar 3R @A (DEN) W Hid Rreafagamey sriwaAt &
HISIT Aehat FI fAUTAT ST B

e Subjects impacted include:
o Diversity and Inclusion Studies

o faferar ik gaATaRw e
o Critical Race Theory (which explores race and power in society).

o Trfewe W ol (S warer & siwer 3R afead & g eyt fr gsdra AT g) |
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o Gender Studies, African American Studies, Latinx Studies, Asian American
Studies, and Native American Studies.

o AT A, IHIRT-IATRFY 3reaaeT, ey sreaya, virag-3raAidr

e, 3R HqeT FARH sreaweT|

Trumpism, with its emphasis on white supremacy, misogyny, and virulent
nationalism, threatens academic freedom and intellectual dissent.

TFaTE, St 9dd auva, E-Reft A fwar it weex wsearg # gorar &ar €, darE
Fadaan 3R St srmgAfa & v @au g

Universities have historically been sites of struggle for marginalized communities.
freafaarera Maefes w7 & 1T 9¥ 93 weErt & wud & FE W B
The post-independence era in universities saw a rise in:

o African and Latin American literatures.

o 3TRYEY 3T Afee AR TifeeT)

o Gender studies and ecofeminism.

o dfere regaa AR wRfEufas alarg |

o Third World cultural studies and anti-war literature.
o et gfar & wiep o sreage sk geu R wife

These movements challenged dominant narratives and aimed to dismantle
systems of inequality and totalitarianism.

o1 HIGIAel & Y@ URON3 T Foilelt § AR IWATTAT T ATTIRMEY FT T FI FT TAH
T

Trump’s immigration policies and impact on universities

T Y IMvaTEe sifaar 3R frafaeareat W e

Trump’s last presidency focused on unilateralism, particularly in immigration
policies.

TFY FT ATl FRESTT THaATHT Afdal I Figd o1, [0y & & sirvarast Afaar 7

His "America First" approach led to:
o A travel ban on Muslim-majority countries.

o ATTeH Tg Gl W I gfaaer|
o The construction of a border wall along the U.S.-Mexico border.

o Fug-AfFas AT W AR it faator)
More recently, Trump has targeted Palestinian sympathizers.
8Tl &1 H, TF7 o Rpfardler gads! #) fRenar samar g

His immigration policies are rooted in nationalist and populist ideology,
emphasizing the protection of American jobs and culture from external threats.

3T 9T AT wegard) 3R diewasas Rearurr W) 3mid €, St @i
ARl 3R FEpfa F aed TRt =@ W) AR A
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Critics argue that this ideology is discriminatory and xenophobic, bordering on
Nazism.

AT T Fgal ¢ [ I8 FaRarT desmaqer it el e 8, s aefae & w0 8

Trump’s presidency was marked by contentious executive orders, including:
o 2017 order banning immigration from Muslim-majority countries.

o 2017 & ARFeH Tge AT W AT W GfeIaer ST qTe e

University presidents strongly opposed this order, with over 50 university leaders
signing a joint letter urging Trump to rescind the ban.

Taeafaearera sreaeit & g& meer F1 F31 faer i, 31k 50 & wftw Reafearery wyat
o gFY W 3 gfaaer Y gera Y Irdfier FI U HLFA IF W R e

They argued that immigrant students significantly contributed to the U.S. in fields
like technology, research, and labour.

3oglel o 16T T SvaTet BT aaeiiar, STTHeTeT AT 419 & # AR # FAgeaqor
T & §

Chill in the campus

freafaeareral # o &1 AT

A similar outcry was noticeably absent when, in his second presidency, Trump
signed an order targeting Palestinian sympathisers.

SIS ZFT o 379+ g@Y FrAHTe H FAfATe Tordt 1 forermar qerrey ara ameer Sy fama,
a9 38 I 4T faRer et g3l

Trump’s policies have profoundly impacted universities and international
students, particularly those who speak out against injustice and promote diversity.

g Y Afaar F faeafagaraal 3R aRsdr BTEl W AE ToTT ST, W 37 9T T
3T & AT Jrar 3o1a 7 31X fafderar i qgrar 3a &

The crackdown on Palestinian students and critics of Trump’s stance on Israel has
created a chilling effect on campuses.

Refordist sl 3T g7 it gorsd Aifa & sraras | Fras  eafdcare aReat &
7 T ATGIRT de1 R e &

Many students and faculty members fear repercussions for speaking out, despite
universities being spaces for free speech and inclusivity.

Fs o 3N Riare afafrar & st & qu §, stafe Rreafaeamer waaw sffeafFa sik
HATQAA & T gl 10|

Ironically, America has greatly benefited from immigrant contributions in
economic, intellectual, social, and cultural fields.

fasae a5 ¢ 7 3R & yarfit & drere & anfd, dlefas, amnfaes sik aiepfas
&1l & aga o SerAT |
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e Trump’s ideology has led to a rise in anti-Palestinian sentiment, with some
politicians calling for the deportation of foreign students involved in pro-Palestinian
protests.

&F Y famemr & fsfarecer faRielt sraeait Y sgrar Rar, 5@ $o Tsiar fsfawder
HHAF g2t & 9T ot arer fadeft aEf #) AsHRa & S AT R R 8

e This has created a culture of fear and intimidation in universities, leading to self-
censorship among students and faculty.

sae fazafagarerar # #3r 3 g#er F wepfa a1 & &, foaw o 3R e waa-
AT 3791 @ &

e International students face additional risks such as visa restrictions, deportation,
or retaliation for opposing Trump’s policies.

HAWTSET oAl F AfANFT @R S0 e ufdeer, Aswraa, ar gfaeier S araaT e
Ug HehdlT ¢ T J ¢TI Nt &1 3y s &

e The silencing of dissent on campuses has serious implications for democracy, free
speech, and human rights.

freafagzrerat # sragafa Y o AFday, Faaa sfeaf@Fa, ik AsafsRt & oo
TR GeRT B

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

Part of a narrative

U SUTYF Hglell HT gEaT

o Trump’s anti-immigrant discourse is not just about scapegoating; it is part of a
broader nationalist and populist movement.

ZF Y yare-farelt sarerareh g riger €t §; T8 U carde Tsgard) 3R AweaTas
STEYerT &7 e g

e His stance on immigration and globalization is linked to his belief that globalization
causes job losses for American workers.

3oTeRT JrvarEe AR dediavor o T@ 53U feara & S5 § & dediavor ¥ srARAy sfAw A
st e &

e This populist movement is gaining traction in right-wing politics in Europe and
other parts of the world.

Ig emelaTTae iaterst afaroraefy Terehfer 7 g 3t gfovan & s Rt o ool & S
wEl

o Intellectuals play a crucial role in countering Trump’s ideology, which rejects
integration and promotes a self-centered agenda.

qefarshfaat i srgw offfeT § oo T TaramRunT o1 faer s &, St aenfars Tahiwor i
TR § 3R wardf vl wY Ferar & B

e Scholars and educators must mobilize public opinion, challenge discriminatory
policies, and advocate progressive values.
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faearit 3R fRuaTeht At STeTae Y FATST HTT, Aewrraqor Afadt w1 gatd &=, 3R
yarfarefier FeaT Y aFTerd HIT ARV

e W.E.B. Du Bois once asked, “If indeed what we confront is an apartheid state, then
what is our responsibility as scholars and educators?”

secy .. 3 NS A UF IR BT AT, "I(E §F TEd H Ueh WA T hl ATHAT X T8 8,
ar ueh facare 3R f1aTe & §9 H gARY [SIFAGRY Fam 2"

e Universities should be sanctuaries for marginalized communities, fostering
resistance, critical thinking, and social justice.

faeafaezrea e1flIT W 93 Feerl & fAT aRorey« gl =fee, STel 9feriy, snalescas
|, 3R aenfre = 1 gerar A

e Trump’s agenda to suppress research and stifle student activism is a form of
despotism, with implications beyond the U.S., threatening global social order and
human rights.

TFY T M FT GaTa IR BT HTaYeTeT F Falelet HT TSAST Ueh Geh hT aTalremey &, foaeh
JHTT HANFT T W 1T ARTF FofaF cgavym 3K AFafFRY F T @aw 9 ga
gl

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1. RS felicitates llaiyaraaja for composing symphony
TSTTHAT A FAIRTST I RAFBaAT T F faw gFarfara v
2. India takes 24th spot in free speech survey
HR WY Tl FF4T0T F 24F T T

3. Book on India’s historic Hockey World Cup triumph
released

AT Y AfETRAF gl faed w9 Sfid 9T gFas S
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RS felicitates
llaiyaraaja for
composing
symphony

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

|PCS

The Rajya Sabha has felici-
tated musician and nomi-
nated member of the Up-
per House, Ilaiyaraaja, for
becoming the first Indian
to compose, record, and
perform live a full English
classical symphony. The
renowned composer per-
formed the symphony tit-
led Valiant in London with
the Royal Philharmonic Or-
chestra on March 8. Vice-
President Jagdeep Dhank-
har said Mr. Ilaiyaraaja
composed the symphony
in 34 days, which is a un-
ique achievement. The
whole nation and the peo-
ple are proud of his work.
“The achievement is yet
another testament to his
enduring brilliance and
global appeal,” he said.

RS felicitates llaiyaraaja for composing
symphony

TSITHT A SRS I FHaAT Tt & faw
qFATAd fomar

The Rajya Sabha felicitated musician and nominated
member llaiyaraaja for becoming the first Indian to
compose, record, and perform live a full English
classical symphony.

TSITAT o FofdeR AR AT TETT SARTST Hi
gFATAd T, Faife ag s AT f{Fwe $f T,
RPIfEr 3 A185T Yl FI arel Tgor AT T

. The symphony, titled Valiant, was performed in London with the
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra on March 8.

Ig fAFwatT, 'Valiant', 8 AT FI dea & AT rgRATAF iThTer & a1y
T TS|

. Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar praised Mr. llaiyaraaja for
composing the symphony in just 34 days, calling it a unique
achievement.

SIRISTUTY ST TS o FHIRTSHT T TRIAT Rl §U el o 3ol [t
34 =T 7 RAFwe) Y T Y, S U IgfadT Iqeie |

. He stated that the whole nation is proud of llaiyaraaja’s
contribution to music.

3ogist el foh U 2 SOIANISIT T 3 YT I I AGHH FIAT 8|

. The Vice-President also remarked that this achievement
showcases llaiyaraaja’s enduring brilliance and global appeal.

ITSeula o Ig 37 gl & g ITate S aRTaT T TR wfadem 3ilx
ARTF g FT YHT &
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India takes 24th spot in free speech survey

PCS |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A new global survey by the
Future of Free Speech, an
independent  U.S.-based
think tank, has ranked In-
dia 24th out of the 33 coun-
tries surveyed on the ques-
tion of support for free
speech. Its report, titled
‘Who in the world sup-
ports free speech?’ states
that “while abstract sup-
port for free speech re-

mains strong, commit-
ment to  protecting
controversial speech is

eroding in many parts of
the world.”

The survey, conducted
in October 2024, also re-
vealed that “more coun-
tries have seen declines
rather than improvements
in free speech support
since 2021, with some of
the biggest drops occur-
ring in democratic nations
like the United States, Is-
rael, and Japan”.

Scandinavia dominated

Theright to
free speech

India, with a score of
62.6, was placed between
South Africa (66.9) and
Lebanon (61.8)

= Scandinavia dominated the

top rankings, with Norway and
Denmark finishing at the apex of
the Future of the Free Speech Index

= Indonesia, Malaysia, and
Pakistan showed the biggest
improvements, though they
remained at the lower end of
the ranking

= Some authoritarian-leaning
nations— such as Hungary
(85.5) and Venezuela (81.8) —
scored high

= The survey found that a
majority of Indians consider it
very important to speak freely
without government censorship,
but support for criticism of
government policies was below
the global average

the top rankings, with Nor-
way and Denmark finish-
ing at the apex of the Fu-
ture of the Free Speech
Index with scores of 87.9
and 87.0.

Disconnect flagged

Indonesia (56.8), Malaysia
(55.4), and Pakistan (57.0)
showed the biggest im-
provements, though they

remained at the lower end
of the ranking. India, with
a score of 62.6, was placed
24th, between South Afri-
ca (66.9 and Lebanon
(61.8). At the same time,
some authoritarian-lean-
ing nations — such as Hun-
gary (85.5) and Venezuela
(81.8) — scored high, “sug-
gesting a disconnect bet-
ween government restric-

o —

tions and public attitudes”.

As regards its findings
concerning India, the sur-
vey found that while a ma-
jority of Indians consider it
very important to speak
freely without government
censorship, support for
criticism of government
policies was below the glo-
bal average.

For instance, 37% of In-
dian respondents support-
ed the statement that “go-
vernments should be able
to prevent people” from
criticising government pol-
icies — the highest percen-
tage among all the coun-
tries surveyed.

Public sentiment

In contrast, 5% of the res-
pondents supported this
statement in the UK.,
while only 3% endorsed
this sentiment in
Denmark.

In general, nations that
are more supportive of free
speech tend to enjoy more
freedom of expression in

India takes 24th spot in free speech survey
I Y Tl FdaTor & 249 FATH 9

A global survey by the Future of Free Speech, a U.S.-based think tank,

practice and vice versa.
But India was an exception
to this pattern. “The most
substantial ~ disconnects
from the general pattern
are represented by India,
Hungary, and Venezuela
where the actual protec-
tion of free speech is very
low compared to the popu-
lar support. These are all
cases of democratic back-
sliding in countries that
previously demonstrated
high levels of respect for
political liberties, includ-
ing freedom of expres-
sion,” the report stated.

When asked whether
their ability to speak freely
about political matters has
improved or worsened ov-
er the past year, “Indians
and South Africans believe
that they have undergone
the most significant pro-
gress, although observers
and rankings tend to agree
that the situation in India
has become worse, if
anything,” the report
noted.

-

ranked India 24th out of 33 countries in terms of support for free

speech.

7w, e e & 'wgEr 3iie i i & dRaw wadator 7 sRa 33
e & 244t Ty e B T & FHT & IHUR W

e The report, titted ‘Who in the world supports free speech?
for controversial speech is eroding worldwide.

’, highlights that support

‘T 1 & ToB FUEH T T’ efideh Raie Ig 2l & o Rarereae smyont & gfa wardsr

ARTH T W °e W@ B

e Survey conducted in October 2024 shows that more countries have seen declines
in free speech support since 2021.

ragaY 2024 # e arw gFfator # 77 qra oA fF 2021 F @1g @ ARw A AP vl F
AT & fRae s #
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Global Rankings
3R et

Norway (87.9) and Denmark (87.0) topped the index.

AT (87.9) 3R 3TATEF (87.0) 38 Hashish # 2N T W |

India (62.6) ranked 24th, between South Africa (66.9) and Lebanon (61.8).
R (62.6) Y 24T TUTA AT, ST &faYor 3rhYerT (66.9) 31X de=T (61.8) & i §|

Indonesia (56.8), Malaysia (55.4), and Pakistan (57.0) showed the biggest
improvements, though they remained at the lower end.

ESTRAT (56.8), FARIAT (55.4) 3R wiferearT (57.0) & wa@ 3rftrs Fur fwmr, i afra

faae TR W I @

Hungary (85.5) and Venezuela (81.8) scored unexpectedly high, indicating a
disconnect between government restrictions and public sentiment.

EIRY (85.5) X AAS[UT (81.8) & HATIAT T ¥ 3= FhR o, orad vy wfcran
3R STererTEesit & e 3t 1 Gha A

Findings about India

T @ 573 forsard

A majority of Indians believe in the importance of free speech, but support for
criticism of government policies is below the global average.

3rferanTer IR St Tl & Ageaql AA 8, Afehet TRy et i smaraen & wads
FT TR dART& staaT d FA

37% of Indian respondents supported the idea that governments should be able to
prevent criticism of policies—highest among all surveyed nations.

37% HRAT 3aeransit & gHY foram for RFRY & 319 Aifaat v smar=sr O &
H&TH T arfgu—air Wit wdfator ot & gad srfaw B

In comparison:
o 5% respondents in the U.K. supported this statement.

I.F. A Fael 5% FARETATHT o 3 FHUT 1 A faha|
o 3% respondents in Denmark agreed with this idea.

o SAHATH A Fad 3% FTRGIAIHT o 39 AR FH1 gAdeT foham|

Disconnect between public sentiment and actual free speech
protection

SeTeTaeT I At Bt Firer geam & i srwarfa

The report highlights that India, Hungary, and Venezuela have low actual free
speech protection despite public support for it.
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RATE Fareh & o s, g il daguen # f v & e swwds 3faF 81 & amaeg,
AT GI&TT I 4 ¢

e These countries have seen democratic backsliding, despite earlier high respect for
political liberties and freedom of expression.

3o 3T A Ahdifa® FREe @ 71$ §, Siafeh Ugo Tsiafas TadadT 3R srffeafed
HTATEY T 3T GFATT AT

Public perception vs. observer rankings
STeTdT T 4RO F=ITe gddeT IfFer

o When asked whether free speech has improved or worsened, Indians and South
Africans believed they had made significant progress.

ST T 1T o B Tl R g3 A Revsr, o st ik afaror snhfat A #er e
38 Ageaqut waTfar Y B

e« However, global observers and rankings indicate that India’s situation has actually
worsened.

greiifen, &R wddart 3R YT & JreaR, s At Rufa araa F ewa g5 &1
Book on India’s historic Hockey Book on India’s

historic Hockey
\.Xorld Cup triumph released World Gup triomph

released

AR &1 Wagas
g fg s fila @

Uthra Ganesan L
NEW DELHI

India won its maiden Hock-
ey World Cup in 1975 and a
book about the historic tri-
umph was released on
Tuesday to commemorate
the Golden Jubilee of the
rare feat.

The book, March of Glo-
ry, has been penned by
hockey historian and foun-
der of NGO One Thousand
Hockey Legs (OTHL) K.
Arumugam and journalist
Errol D’Cruz and captures
the drama around India’s
victory in Kuala Lumpur
on March 15, 1975 after fall-
ing short in the previous
two editions.

India won its maiden
Hockey World Cup in
1975, and a book
commemorating its
Golden Jubilee was

Recalling glory: Hockey India president Tirkey flanked by World Cup-winning Indian players Chimni
and Ashok during the release of the book. PTI
Anectodes

It captures the spirit
within the team with qu-
otes and anecdotes from
the players, details of key
matches with statistics and
more than 250 rare photo-
graphs, both on and off the
field, from the event.

The 204-page book talks
about the Indian team’s

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

multiple fightbacks in the
tournament, from a shock
defeat to Argentina and a
threat of elimination in the
semifinal, to finally edging
arch-rival Pakistan in the
summit clash.

Several members of the
team, including Ashok Ku-
mar, who scored the win-

ning goal in the final, and
H.J.S. Chimni were present
on the occasion at the Shi-
vaji Stadium, along with
the likes of Olympians Har-
binder Singh, Zafar Igbal
and Vineet Kumar and
Hockey India president Di-
lip Tirkey as the chief guest
along with almost 300 kids

from OTHL.

“Iam sure this book has
details that even we don’t
know. There is a paucity of
literature on Indian hockey
and I am glad someone has
stepped forward to record
our achievements that will
inspire the coming genera-
tions,” said Tirkey.
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e The book, 'March of Glory', is written by hockey historian K. Arumugam and
journalist Errol D’Cruz.

AT HE TR T g1 STATHSR &. 3679 31 THFR Wit Srfer gan fordlh arg
gl

o It captures India’s victory in Kuala Lumpur on March 15, 1975, after missing out in
the previous two editions.

TE TEAF 15 AT 1975 Y FIHTATAR H AR $ 3T 1 g2Telt §, 519 ool ar ar &1
& & < 18 ot

Anecdotes and key moments

U geaTT AR Ageaqor &tor

e« The book includes quotes and anecdotes from players, details of key matches with
statistics, and over 250 rare photographs.

39 TEd® A Ranf3at & 3qeror ik s ueam, yog@ J4f & an+s, ik 250 ¥ srfew
gelsT aER i &

e It highlights India’s multiple fightbacks in the tournament, from a shock defeat to
Argentina to a dramatic semi-final and a thrilling final against Pakistan.

Ig TEAH AR & gARAC A F TSt i goel 8, scfdan & e sryenfaa er, Qe
AAIEEA, 3R NfFEa & @S Bread 7 AR Sd|

Launch event and reactions

gede faarereT 3k wfafsame

e The book was released at Shivaji Stadium, with several members of the 1975 team,
including Ashok Kumar (who scored the winning goal) and H.J.S. Chimni, in
attendance.

Ig qEa Rrareh T Faw 7 R iy 78, 567 1975 A AN F F$ FGE, S AT FAR

(Sregia et e foram) 3iR va ot vy, e 3uieyqa

e Olympians Harbinder Singh, Zafar Igbal, and Vineet Kumar, along with Hockey
India President Dilip Tirkey, also attended the event.

e gefde g, STHT e, 3R RAsar FAR, 7 3f3am & srexer fedhy fasht &
mugawmgﬁerrfiragwl
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e Around 300 children from One Thousand Hockey Legs (OTHL) participated in the
event.

mmaﬁm(OTHL)ﬁmsooaﬁTwmﬁmﬁagm
o Dilip Tirkey praised the book, stating that Indian hockey lacks literature, and this
book will inspire future generations.

ferela fasht & 50 Qe S e Y, g T §U o SR gl X siged a1 Fifeey
3ueret §, 3R TE IEd 3 arelt difgat it 9 Ft
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