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New Delhi’s perilous recalibration with the Taliban

GS Paper |: Society
GS Paper ll: India and Afghanistan
l ndia continues to get closer to the Taliban,

with reports that Prime Minister Narendra

Modi will allow the regime in Afghanistan to
appoint a new envoy for its embassy in New
Delhi.

This comes on the heels of the first high-level
meeting between India and the Taliban in
January, with India’s Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri and acting Taliban ‘Foreign Minister’ Amir
Khan Muttaqi meeting in Dubai to discuss
strengthening political and economic ties, and
providing humanitarian aid.

India’s relationship with the Taliban has been
trending this way for some time, beginning when
New Delhi reopened its embassy in Kabul in June
2022, almost a year after the Taliban retook
power in Afghanistan.

But accepting a Taliban diplomat in India
would be a significant shift, all but recognising
the regime as the legitimate rulers of Afghanistan.

This is something most countries have refused
to do because of the Taliban’s abysmal treatment
of women, with 1.4 million school-age girls
deliberately denied their right to education and
women forbidden from most jobs. More recently,
women have also been banned from beauty
parlours and national parks, cruel steps to
remove them from the public eye. The situation is
so bad it has been called “gender apartheid” by
United Nations experts. New Delhi believes that
this is the time to back the Taliban, seeing a
chance to gain influence in a country seen as
strategically important for India’s interests.

China’s quick moves

China has already beaten India to Kabul,
becoming the first country to accept the
credentials of a Taliban envoy last year and
funding several infrastructure projects in
Afghanistan. Beijing is also considering letting the
Taliban join its lucrative Belt and Road Initiative,

Chris Fitzgerald
is a freelance
journalist covering
Afghanistan and
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and Humanity’s
Indo-Pacific program

India risks
gerting its

fingers burnt by

engaging with
the Taliban

which would bring the regime firmly into its
sphere of influence.

India can also get a jump on rival Pakistan,
with its formerly warm relationship with the
Taliban now ice-cold. Once seen as natural allies,
the Taliban has sought independence from
Islamabad and has forged relationships with the
wider region, including China, Russia and its
Central Asian neighbours. A former patron of the
Taliban, Pakistan now finds itself lacking
influence in Kabul.

A wave of terror

But engaging with the Taliban comes with
significant risks, something India will need to
consider before it gets involved in Afghanistan.

The country has become a hotbed for
terrorism under the Taliban. The Islamic State
(IS) is running rampant, conducting deadly terror
attacks across Afghanistan that target the regime
and the interests of its allies.

This includes the assassination of Taliban
“‘Minister” and powerbroker Khalil Ur-Rahman
Haggani in December and threatening to bomb
the Chinese embassy in Kabul in 2023, This came
after an IS attack on a Kabul hotel popular with
Chinese nationals in 2022 that left three dead and
injured 18 people.

Russia has also been targeted, witnessed by the
IS attack on Moscow’s Crocus City Hall in March
2024 that killed at least 140 people and injured
more than 500. In early March this year, Russia’s
security agencies killed a man in a shootout in a
Moscow subway who was suspected of being
affiliated with the IS.

The Taliban has also been accused of
supporting its affiliate, the Tehrik-e Taliban, to
carry out attacks in Pakistan. A spate of attacks
late last year led to Pakistan conducting airstrikes
on terror camps in Afghanistan and subsequent
clashes at border crossings between the Taliban

and Pakistan’s armed forces.

‘The relationship between the Taliban and
Islamabad has completely broken down over the
Taliban’s inability to reign in terror groups
operating within Afghanistan. The problem is
getting worse, not better, with the Tehrik-e
Taliban claiming to have carried out 147 attacks
on Pakistani soil in February alone, killing 180
soldiers. Recently, the group’s affiliate, the Jaish
Al-Fursan, claimed responsibility for a suicide
bombing at an army compound in northwest
Pakistan that killed nine and injured 25.

It is a matter of concern that India has already
caught the ire of the IS. In December, the group
claimed responsibility for an attack on the Indian
consulate in Jalalabad that killed one person and
injured two others. This came after a United
Nations report last year said that the IS has
sought to recruit “lone actors’ to carry out
large-scale attacks in India. India is now clearly in
the firing line.

Need for caution

New Delhi has long called for Afghanistan to be
free of terrorism, and this should be a key
demand before any further engagement with the
Taliban takes place. This includes the Taliban
collaborating with regional partners to defeat the
1S and forcing the group to renounce the support
of the Tehrik-e Taliban.

Afghanistan has always been a dangerous place
to be invested in, having suffered from political
instability and terrorism for decades. The
Taliban’s inability or unwillingness to solve these
problems makes it just as risky a prospect today.

India should heed the lessons of rivals China
and Pakistan, who have had their fingers burnt
after engaging with the Taliban and investing in
Afghanistan. With India’s tragic history of
terrorism at home, New Delhi might decide this is
arisk just not worth taking.

New Delhi’s perilous recalibration with the Taliban

dIferaTel & ATy o5 ool T T TTHAIST

India continues to get closer to the Taliban, with reports that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will allow the regime in Afghanistan to
appoint a new envoy for its embassy in New Delhi.

R AR dTfaidlsl & e o 36T 8, ¥ Raé § & wameash aig A
IFBINfATATeT TIHR I 73 el 7 et qarary & forw 72w Terge fgaa
FT $ 3refar &

e This follows the first high-level meeting between India and the Taliban in January,

where India’s Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri met acting Taliban ‘Foreign Minister’
Amir Khan Muttaqgi in Dubai.
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The discussion focused on strengthening political and economic ties and providing
humanitarian aid.

T o HET VT steifaes A I T AT FI 3R AT FErIar HaTeT HIT

a1

India’s engagement with the Taliban started when New Delhi reopened its embassy
in Kabul in June 2022, almost a year after the Taliban retook power.

AR Y AT A STt I T €5 ST 7% ool A S[eT 2022 # Frgel # 3711 gelrara
5T & @, S Aifererer & @em & Stest & ST U AIel 91 g3 |

Recognition concerns

AT & 3731 R

Accepting a Taliban diplomat in India would be a major shift, effectively recognizing
the Taliban as Afghanistan’s legitimate rulers.

R H arferare T AF I TNHER FIAT U 93T dea1d a1en, Sad arferare &
HBITATAT BT A ATHF HTA T Hohd Tl

Most countries refuse to recognize the Taliban due to their oppression of women,
including denying 1.4 million school-age girls education and banning women from
most jobs.

TARTEr Zor AITAETT T ATTIAT & W SABR FIA § FAITeh I ATRATIAT BT GHA I &,
et 14 @ Tl wsfnal w1 Ruam & afa ww 3 afganst w1 sftwnr Aafat @
yfaaftra #ar enfAe g

Recently, the Taliban banned women from beauty parlours and national parks,
further erasing them from public spaces.

gTel &1 &, drforanet ot Afgemait & forw sgt areiv i wsdiar 3g@me=t # = W ufdeer oan
e, ad 3¢ Ao T @ 3 aTeY FX T I

The United Nations experts have termed this situation as “gender apartheid”.

YT e & vt =7 38 Rufa it A T w8

India’s strategic calculations

AR T WHIfas TorATT

New Delhi believes this is the right time to support the Taliban to gain influence in
Afghanistan, which is strategically important for India.
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China’s quick moves

et Y A9 Efa

China has already moved ahead of India, becoming the first country to accept a
Taliban envoy last year.

et 3R § 3T g THT &, 3R S ATl a8 ATferaret & Terafdeh H FTHHR FIA qrell

gl &2 17|

Beijing is funding several infrastructure projects in Afghanistan and is considering
integrating the Taliban into its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

ST srmanfaeare # #§ g g aRAtsEesT F Raafa #3618 3k afdam #
dec U3 U sfAfATRRe (BRI) # anfae F:« W =R #T w18

Pakistan’s declining influence

CHEIGIGKIRICGIRE G

India also sees an opportunity as Pakistan’s relationship with the Taliban has
deteriorated.

R $9 TH HTAT & T H @7 §, Fifeh aiferarst & |1 qIfFEareT & G T g1 I
gl

Once seen as close allies, the Taliban is now seeking independence from Islamabad
and building relations with China, Russia, and Central Asian nations.

F3t FHN TN AR T qT T 379 STATATEG W FTTAAAT HT HIFRAA FT R & 3R
i, T 3R ALy RIS ot F TIY 7 | 2

Pakistan, once a key supporter of the Taliban, now finds itself with little influence in
Kabul.

IR, St F3t ATt T 9@ THALSF AT, 319 FIgel H 379 W79 & 3 87 gH 8|

A wave of terror
T & oTaT

Engaging with the Taliban comes with significant risks, which India must consider
before deepening its involvement in Afghanistan.

ATt § WA TG o AT Agedqor @A 3 ¢, (9 R i srponfaearer 7 et
MY TeTe ¥ Ugel YR w31 TIfg|

Under Taliban rule, Afghanistan has become a hotbed for terrorism, with Islamic
State (IS) conducting deadly attacks across the country.
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aTfeETe AT & dgd, ATl HTARATE HT HFST Tof IT &, STeT EATAS F€ (IS)

T gAd FT @8
e In December 2023, Taliban ‘Minister’ Khalil Ur-Rahman Haqgani was assassinated
by IS.

e 2023 #, arferare ‘i @elier 33-TEAT gaFhre) 67 1S EaRT §edT I & 7|

e IS threatened to bomb the Chinese embassy in Kabul in 2023, following an attack
on a Kabul hotel in 2022, where three Chinese nationals were killed, and 18 injured.

2023 # IS 7 Fgel H <elt gATATH Y 7 W 33T Y Y &Y, THY Tgol 2022 F FGA F
T gled W gAaT i, foraa e et aeie AR e 3k 18 are gul

e Russia has also been targeted, with IS attacking Moscow’s Crocus City Hall in
March 2024, killing at least 140 people and injuring over 500.

T o7 ey O% 3T G §, 519 IS A A 2024 F AieR F P R gier W geven B,
fSra#l & & F# 140 99T AR 7€ AR 500 § 3o w1t go|

e Inearly March 2024, Russian security forces killed a suspected IS member in a
Moscow subway shootout.

AT 2024 Y AT H, FHY F&T Tl 77 AT ALY TAT T UF FGIY IS FGHT H AR
aRm|

Pakistan-Taliban tensions

qiferedret 3 aifees & &g a=ma

e The Taliban has been accused of supporting Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) in
carrying out attacks in Pakistan.

arfeee W 3RIT § i ag agdie-v-aifears wifedre (TTP) #r uifheare & g aa &

A P TET 8

e Inlate 2023, a series of attacks in Pakistan led to Pakistan launching airstrikes on
terror camps in Afghanistan.

2023 & 3rd &, TFREATT H FF I gHAT & 91, YIFREATA o ABIAAEATT & Tdhr
RAITRY 9T ga1s gaa fhw|

e The Pakistan-Taliban relationship has broken down due to the Taliban’s failure to
control terror groups within Afghanistan.

aTforeTe & AMawHara! FHg! HI fAafa w1 7 e g & FRoT, afdearn sk afearT
& o W 8 I B

e In February 2024, Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) claimed responsibility for 147
attacks in Pakistan, killing 180 soldiers.

Had 2024 H, dgdiF-v-arfaaad NfFEdeT (TTP) & wifheaa & 147 gHal i ey
o, e 180 dfas AR 71w

e Recently, TTP’s affiliate, Jaish Al-Fursan, carried out a suicide bombing at an army
compound in northwest Pakistan, killing nine soldiers and injuring 25.
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India in the crosshairs

AR ATdHAT F I )

India has already been targeted by IS. In December 2023, the group attacked the
Indian consulate in Jalalabad, killing one person and injuring two others.

HI Tgel 81 1S & framar ox 3m g7 8| RAaw 2023 &, Fofg o Sremameaie # #RA arforss
AT T g R, Toae v safdd 7RI 1 3R &Y arae el

In 2023, a United Nations report warned that IS was trying to recruit ‘lone actors’
for large-scale attacks in India.

2023 #, Ueh HYFA Tog RANE o AcATaah &7 o IS 7R & 93 A1 o1 goved 4t & farw
‘HHA ATATRAT Y o7l FA FY FRYA FT @I

India is now clearly in the firing line of global terrorist organizations.

;T AR TISC TT ¥ ITF Tdward) Farsa! & e |

Need for caution

HTTTAT Y TTeIhdT

New Delhi has consistently demanded that Afghanistan be free of terrorism, and
this should be a key condition for any further engagement with the Taliban.

7% freelt Sraar 78 AT F1 Wh & & Irwanfaedre sraware @ 7 8, 3R I5 arforarsT
& |y R st et i areha 1 &7 o e iR

The Taliban must work with regional partners to defeat IS and renounce its support
for Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

arfarare # &= gAY & a1y Aaet IS A @A FETE IR TTP F gAdTd fig
geaT glamm|

Afghanistan remains highly unstable, suffering from decades of political turmoil
and terrorism.

IpeTforEare 3 off dgq HRYUT B, S Gt & oo HRYTar 3R JraFare § ST 6T
®l

The Taliban’s inability or unwillingness to solve these issues makes engagement as
risky as ever.

ATfrETeT Y 3TATHCT AT HTATOT 3o FHATAT3 T 5T HA H $H I HY 3T &1 ANf@AqOS
T B

India should learn from China and Pakistan, who suffered setbacks after engaging
with the Taliban and investing in Afghanistan.
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e Given India’s tragic history of terrorism, New Delhi must decide whether the risks
of engaging with the Taliban outweigh the benefits.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Ode to a legend: A view of the ‘Ghalib Haveli’ by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations, in New Delhi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Ghalib lived the life of a poet, both

a dream and a nightmare
AR # JTchaTe $ F3 3TAETH F ¢@A U, 71§ feell 1 T HT g1 & Aifea= @
| FATAT B A SITET FhATAGES T ¢t gran|
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No poetry recital or literary event is complete without narrating Ghalib's couplets. A reappraisal of the life and work of Mirza Asadullah Khan Ghalib

who passed away more than 150 years ago continues with several writers penning biographies and keeping his words alive for the next generation

|GS Paper I: History | [Essay |

Ziya Us Salam

n 1856, the British rejected Mirza
Asadullah Khan Ghalib. In 1947,
India ousted the British. Eight years
later in 1955, a tomb was built at his
grave in New Delhi, some 86 years after
Ghalib breathed his last in 1869. Drama?
Maybe. Poetic justice? Certainly.

Ghalib’s life was nothing but a poet’s
dream; also inevitably, a poet’s
nightmare. He wrote, people read. He
recited, the connoisseurs listened and
admired. One day he was arrested for
gambling. Another day for organising
games (cards etc.) at his home on Gali
Qasim Jan in Shahjahanabad. That was in
1849. A year later, his life turned full circle
when Ghalib was given the honour of
putting together the history of the
Mughals, or the Turks, as one would say.
Surprisingly, for a man who pandered to
his moods, Ghalib delivered. Within four
years, his book had arrived.

Genius poet

It seems even more incredible when one
realises that Ghalib’s Diwan, first put
together in 1816 as Nuskha-i-Bhopal, then
completed in 1833, had to wait for eight
years before reaching the readers. The
ironies did not end there. Ghalib who
often traded poetic insults with Zaugq, the
court poet of Bahadur Shah Zafar, ended
up stepping into Zauq’s shoes in 1853 as
he was assigned the role of mentoring the
Mughal emperor who had lots of love for
poetry but limited skills to go with it.

Ghalib lived the life of a poet, both a dream and a nightmare

AT & F HiF F1 SAae o, Y v qoar oft o7 3R v g

sfY

Unsurprisingly, more than 150 years
after he passed away, Ghalib continues to
be amidst us. People adore him, talk
about him, and write about him. No
poetic soiree, no literary evening is
complete without Ghalib just as a
mention of Ghalib is impossible without
his poetry. There have been books like
Ghalib: Innovative Meanings and the
Ingenious Mind by Gopi Chand Narang as
also Mehr Afshan Farooqi’s Ghalib: A
Wilderness at My Doorstep. Both books
have their own charm; Narang appealed
to the head, Farooqi to the heart. Then
there is the latest work by Anisur Rahman
titled The Essential Ghalib. True to its
name, it focuses on the essentials, starting
off as a work of a longing heart, it settles
down to the rhythm of the head. Rahman
digs deep into the couplets of Ghalib,
choosing some of the most popular ones
while not shying away from enumerating
on the lesser-known. It ends up being a
book where the author paints a portrait of
the poet with his pen.

Rahman, gifted and prolific as he is, is
not the only one to be besotted with the
genius of Ghalib in recent years. Not long
ago, we had Narang who observed the
crests and troughs of Ghalib’s works,
writing, “Persian had coloured Mirza’s
day-to-day speech and his power of
imagination from the very beginning. The
language was unfamiliar just like the
thoughts it expressed. Mirza used
Persian’s specialities such as the use of
infinitives and the word connectors
liberally in his Urdu. There were some

couplets where if you just changed one
word, the whole verse would turn into a
Persian couplet.”

Farooqi used a different yardstick.
Focusing on the ancient city of Banaras
and the poet’s inscrutable love for the
place, Faroogi writes, quoting Ghalib,
“Banaras is beyond words. Such cities are
seldom created. I happened to be there at
the height of my youth. If T were young
now, 1 would go and live there and not
return.”

Life at a glance

Neither of the books attempt to bask in
reflected glory. Now, in the fitness of
things, comes Rahman’s book with a
warm commendation from no less a
translator than Daisy Rockwell, who calls
it “a rare work that is generous enough to
cater to everyone from a novice reader to
the connoisseur”. A few pages into this
work and one realises Rahman is blessed
with a poetic soul, and a heart that drinks
from a potion of love.

Rahman begins with an unflustered
look at the notable years of Ghalib’s life,
right from the time he was born in 1797 in
Agra to the time he married Umrao
Begum at the age of 11, to the time he was
arrested in 1841 for running a gaming
house and again in 1847 for gambling. The
same man was entrusted with writing the
history of the Mughals by the last Mughal
king, Bahadur Shah Zafar. Replete with
such details, this is a historian’s delight.
Not many have ventured to present
Ghalib’s life at a glance. If the book had

continued in the same vein, it would still
have been worth the effort.

Rahman though chooses a difficult
path, selecting couplets which are so
well-known as to be part of a man’s life,
and the life of many a literary evening.

Between the lines

For instance, he recalls a couplet,
Puuchhte hain vo ke Ghalib kaun hai/Koi
batlao ki ham batlaaein kyaa (They ask
Ghalib - Ghalib who? Let someone say,
I've no clue.” Rahman though goes on to
explain it in a manner that’s both
beaurtiful and profound. He writes, “This
apparently simple verse is Ghalib’s
introduction to his own self, both as a
man and a poet, but only in a veiled
manner. This is one of the finest examples
of simplicity made complex and
complexity made simple.”

On the same lines, Rahman chooses,
“Ya-Rab woh na samjhein hain na
samjhenge meri baat/de aur dil unko jo na
de mujh ko zabaan aur (O God! She hasn’t
got my intent, nor will ever do; Give her
heart a little more, if not a tongue to me,
to woo).” Rahman explains, “Lovers
complain no end, and the fun of loving
lies in listening to their
complaints...Ghalib presents this act with
a difference. His lover portrays his
beloved as one who has not yet
appreciated his pleas. So, he addresses
God, who alone can make his love easier
for him.”

Between love and God, a poetand a
critic, we get the essential Ghalib!

No poetry recital or literary event is complete without narrating
Ghalib’s couplets.

mieE & AR 9 =T F1$ o o7 7Sy a1 WifRfeas AT 3reRT W@ B

e Thelife and work of Mirza Asadullah Khan Ghalib, who passed away more than 150
years ago, continues to be discussed, with several writers penning biographies and
keeping his words alive.

forsit sraqeee @t mfae, S faver 150 @ 3 af gga g3, 37 Sfhaet 3R faea
W= S, 3R S g 3 sitafarai fa@ea 3e7ehr Al i shdd 910 g |

Ghalib and His Life Journey
e 3R 3 Sfiaer Imr
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In 1856, the British rejected Ghalib. In 1947, India ousted the British. In 1955, a
tomb was built at his grave in New Delhi, 86 years after his death in 1869.

1856 # AT T Y TR AT| 1947 H IR 3T Y 9187 FT AT| 1955 H, 7§

fereelt 3 SeTehY el IX T HeFaT AT AT, ST IeThT 1869 H g Fcg % 86 W 41 g3
Ghalib’s life was a poet’s dream and a poet’s nightmare.

T T SfareT Uah e &1 qe oY o1 AR o FF F1 g-waee off|

He wrote, people read. He recited, connoisseurs listened and admired.

3egiel forar, A & 9gT| 3egier gorar, Fhaht ¥ o 3w

In 1849, he was arrested for gambling and for organizing games like cards at his
home on Gali Qasim Jan in Shahjahanabad.

1849 #, 3¢ ST Weret 3 AGSTETATaTE Y Tl FITAF ST F I7et BT 9 arer A @it
F AT & fov FARwFaR B o)

In 1850, his life took a turn when he was given the honor of compiling the history of
the Mughals (Turks).

1850 #, 3oTeh! foigalt oF s1am A3 o, 57 3o aqarll () & $fAeTH &) wford F3at &1
AT e |

Genius Poet

gfasmemel &

Ghalib’s Diwan was first compiled in 1816 as Nuskha-i-Bhopal and later completed in
1833, but it took eight years to reach the readers.

ST T E1aTeT Tgel R 1816 H TE@T-T-HIUTS & T H Hehford §37 AR o1 7 1833 &
QT §3T, ket 58 ST deh Tgaal & TS [iel o0 |

In 1853, after years of poetic rivalry with Zauq, Ghalib stepped into Zauq’s shoes,
becoming the poetry mentor of Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar.

1853 #, A T Sile F WY F1eT Ffdgagiadr & a1g, M o i srarg o 3R Farer

TERITE TETGY ATE ABT & HIed I 1 |

More than 150 years after his death, Ghalib continues to be admired and discussed.
qeg & 150 & 3 ot a1g s, anfor amer ot seifr sk affa 1

Books like Ghalib: Innovative Meanings and the Ingenious Mind by Gopi Chand
Narang and Ghalib: A Wilderness at My Doorstep by Mehr Afshan Farooqi have
explored his poetry deeply.

Mg AR "I sAART AfFTw s g A AaT AEs” 3R AT HFRATT FIEhY
1 "I 3 ATFESH TS AT SRECT" ST foheTTel IeTehT AT Y 1618 & FEJ il
gl
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Recent Works on Ghalib

i 9T giferar Hfaat

Anisur Rahman’s book, The Essential Ghalib, focuses on the most popular and
lesser-known couplets, presenting a portrait of the poet with his words.

g wgaTer 1 fFame, " wifRge mfae, anfoe & T 3tk w7 1 ore |
Sigd & 3R T8 U wiF it oY FY 38F Usal & ATLIA F 33T B

Gopi Chand Narang described how Persian heavily influenced Ghalib’s language
and imagination.

MfE AR o IR foF I 6y AT 31 FeqaT 9T FREY ST 77 THT A7)

Narang noted that some of Ghalib’s Urdu couplets could easily be turned into
Persian verses by changing just one word.

AR 1 gl o MFAT F F& 36 I F I Faer v 2reg Ieal T, a § HRAY & W e
FA

Ghalib and Banaras

e 3R s9RT

Mehr Afshan Faroogi highlighted Ghalib’s love for Banaras, quoting him, “Banaras is
beyond words. Such cities are seldom created.”

AT PR IR of ATl h AR & Iid U T 3P THAT, STET 3ogiel ToI@r 2T,
"FARY Usq] & TR &1 OF BT ArIe &t HH §ATT S 8

Ghalib once said, “I happened to be there at the height of my youth. If | were young now,
| would go and live there and not return.”

Infore o sher 4T, & 379elT STatel & feat 7 ger 41| 3R & 317eT STaTe @i, ar a8 S STdr
3R o SgF ATEAT|”

Conclusion

IGACa ]

Ghalib’s poetry and personality remain an integral part of literature, influencing
generations of poets and readers.

mﬁaaﬁrammmﬁaﬁmﬁmﬂmﬁrmw@ﬁmﬁm%aﬁﬁaﬁt
uTeH! H ARG FT W@ &

His legacy continues, with new books, research, and discussions keeping his poetry
alive for generations to come.

SoTehy faraa Y €, 31 7€ fFard, e 3R =TT 3aehy Ay & 3mer arely it F e
St aeme gu ¥
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Life at a Glance

aferea shae o=

Neither of the books attempt to bask in reflected glory.

F1§ off T TreT yerwT  Fell g% et wreh |

Anisur Rahman’s book comes with high praise from Daisy Rockwell, who calls it “a
rare work that caters to everyone from a novice reader to the connoisseur”.

HfAGT AT Y qFaF 1 30 Uhder & 3o w1 e, [Siegiar 38 " va goter Fiar e,
S EATE THT ¥ AR gt o w3t F e sugaa ¥ |

A few pages into the book, one realizes Rahman is blessed with a poetic soul and a
heart that drinks from a potion of love.

T Tool TG 61 T5 TISC 81 AT § B AT & 9T T FIeTeHs 3TeAT 3R 97 & o
LR
Rahman begins with an unflustered look at Ghalib’s notable years, from his birth in

1797 in Agrato his marriage at 11 to Umrao Begum, and later his arrest in 1841 and
1847 for gambling.

TGHT Mol o Ageaqur asf IX ATl TTOC STeld &, Tode 1797 # HERT H 5o w1, 11 9§ &r
37 7 3HUT 99 § fare, 3R are A 1841 3R 1847 & FU & 3RIT H FRFARY a1ffier g1

The same man was later entrusted with writing the history of the Mughals by
Bahadur Shah Zafar.

IE SqTF a1, F TETGY ATE AHT GaRT F{Irat & sfograr wr fawar 1wt diar |
This book is a historian’s delight, replete with detailed accounts of Ghalib’s life.
Ig JEA TagraRI & AT Aeiearas &, Fif sHe Miaa & shaer &1 RAegea faawor
e aram

Between the Lines

grea) & NS BT aret

Rahman chooses well-known couplets that are an integral part of literary evenings
and everyday life.

TEAT wiliey R &1 goid &, S arfefeass smasmt ik Afa Shaer &1 srfdveer Rewr €
He recalls the couplet:

"Puuchhte hain vo ke Ghalib kaun hai/Koi batlao ki ham batlaaein kyaa" (They ask
Ghalib — Ghalib who? Let someone say, I've no clue.)

g5 ¢ at for mfera Fle7 & / F1E Taenant B g1 aqen? w4 (3 g6 8 TelT Fler? HF
FATC fa # FIT STele &72)
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o Rahman explains, "This simple verse is Ghalib’s introduction to himself, both as a
man and a poet, but in a veiled manner."

EHATH TASTA §, "I§ I IT AT ITAT T TaF 7 IRTT §, Th a3 va i & &
#, afthe v Tgegadt aliF |1

e Another couplet he explores:
"Ya-Rab woh na samjhein hain na samjhenge meri baat/de aur dil unko jo na de
mujh ko zabaan aur" (O God! She hasn’t got my intent, nor will ever do; Give her heart
a little more, if not a tongue to me, to woo.)

"I A A FHY § A At A a1/ & AR R 3R, S 7 & g o 3R (8
HaTGIA Gl T FNY SFIT HHSA & o FHSAM, AT A 36 FN faeT &, a1 H3t 3R Ferat &)

o Rahman explains, "Lovers complain endlessly, and the fun of love lies in listening
to their complaints. Ghalib presents this act with a unique touch."

TEHT SaTd 8, "9t goren Rrsraa #3a €, 3R 991 F1 3wl 3mmeig 3ot e oot 7

‘Modi govt.
has honoured
all freedom
fighters’

|GS Paper I: A&C |
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Claiming that attempts
were made to “intentional-
ly erase” the contributions
of many freedom fighters
in the past, Union Culture
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat on Monday said
the Modi government had
honoured all those who
fought and sacrificed their
lives for India’s
Independence.

He was responding to a
question from DMK mem-
ber T.R. Baalu in the Lok
Sabha whether the govern-
ment would come forward
to select “at least now” all
freedom fighters who were
killed by the British.

Mr. Shekhawat said the
Modi government had ho-
noured all freedom fight-
ers of the country through
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.

Replying to another
question from BJP member
Sambit Patra, he said six
sites had been added to In-
dia’s tentative list by the
UNESCO’s World Heritage
Centre.

1 MRAT 50 AT P UF IAQ e H T F §1”

‘Modi govt. has honoured all freedom fighters’

A TFR o G Tqdadr 1A FY GFEATAT fFar

e Union Culture Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat stated that past attempts
were made to "intentionally erase" the contributions of many freedom fighters.

FEr wEpia 70 Teig T damad A e o Irdlia # F§ Facdaar aanaat F deree
FI " SATAGZIRT AT F 999 6T 10|

e He asserted that the Modi government had honoured all those who fought
and sacrificed their lives for India’s Independence.

3ogieY gl o A WER 7 37 T ) grAfaa fFar Segier ARa Y Fad3d1 & fov
memmaﬁa@ﬁﬁl

Response in Lok Sabha

drerasT 7 wfafear

e DMK MP T.R. Baalu asked whether the government would "at least now"
recognize all freedom fighters killed by the British.

SITHF JIHE .3, 1A YOT foh FAT PR "HH { FA G 3 Wit Tac=rar
J1faal Y ggan & o fes TR & #ART a1

e Inresponse, Mr. Shekhawat said the Modi government had honoured all
freedom fighters through Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.

3F STaTa A, A AW 7 FeT o A THR & ' HISTET FT WA Ageqd & ATEIH &
Y FaaAaT Genfardl H FFATAS FaT 8
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UNESCO’s World Heritage List
eATh! $I faeT eRiET T

e Responding to a question from BJP MP Sambit Patra, Mr. Shekhawat said that six
sites had been added to India’s tentative list by UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre.

HISTIT WG Wi 9T & HaTel & 1919 7, A7 q@Tad o gl o Tt F [RT e Fa
GART HR $T BF FAAT 1 EATA oA 7 Hs7 1247 8|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Trade discussions with U.S. ‘positive’, says official
AN & 1Y AR a1l ‘TFRICAS’, ATAFRY ST 9917

2. India, New Zealand to institutionalise defence ties: Modi
A 31X =giiels 16T Gaul F AT &9 &3 ;G

3. How 2 clauses in Lyngdoh Committee Report became
focal to JNUSU poll announcement

9 forere wfafa i 2 4T Suaguay Iara gion F Fg A
3T MY

4. SCs in Telangana to be placed in 3 groups to provide
15% quota

QAT 3 THHY Y 3 WHG! A Fyanfora w1 15% et =

oI TeaIT

5. Telangana Assembly passes Bills enhancing BC
reservation to 42%

AT fAETATHT oF Y IRATOT Y 42% dF Tl aral
gt & o frar

6. Recipe for failure
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fawerar &1 Fwa
7.  Why are electoral reforms necessary?

AT FUR FAT HGITF 872
8. China welcomes Modi’s comments, points to 2,000-year
history of ties

et o A Y freaforat 1 Famera B, 2,000 G g el

T gardr f&ar
9. India and Australia agree to deepen cooperation across
maritime, land, air domains

e 3R siteeforar @ wopd, o1fr sl ary &t F wEAer Y
IMET Tl I AT AT

10. SC to examine petition on CAG appointment process

Hiwsit S g gishar . giia F1E Fem gaars
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Trade discussions with
U.S. ‘positive’, says official

India has ‘proactively engaged’ with the US. to boost trade, says Commerce Secretary; he says
talks are being held on multi-sectoral deal and to raise trade between the countries to $500 bn
|GS Paper II: India-US |

Jagriti Chandra He declined comment on
NEW DELHI We are proactively whether tax sops would be

Q engaging with the US,,
and discussing mutually beneficial
issues which can increase the
trade between the two countries.
All the measures required will be
discussed bilaterally.

extended for Tesla beyond
the export policy as it has
not yet come forward to ex-
press interest in domestic
manufacturing to avail it-
self of the benefits of the
policy.

The Scheme to Promote
Manufacturing of Electric

ndia and the U.S. are
l “proactively engaged”
in boosting trade bet-
ween the two countries,
Commerce Secretary Sunil
Barthwal said on Monday.
“We are proactively en-

gaging with the U.S., and SUNIL BARTHWAL

discussing mutually benefi- Secretary, Department Passenger Cars, which off-
cial issues which can in- of Commerce ers a lower custom duty of
crease the trade between 15% to a manufacturer set-
the two countries,” Mr. tary Howard Lutnick as  which he said willbe multi-  ting up production facility
Barthwal told pressper- “positive”, and said these  sectoral. in India, was notified in
sons on Monday in res- “positive talks will conti- March 2024.

ponse to questions on U.S.  nue”. Silent on Tesla Mr. Trump had said that

President Donald Trump’s
plan to impose reciprocal
tariffs from April 2.

He described the talks
that Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal had in the
U.S. between March 4 and
6 with U.S. Trade Repre-
sentative Jamieson Greer
and U.S. Commerce Secre-

The senior government
official said that these talks
were taking place within
the framework of “Mission
5007, which aims at in-
creasing trade between the
two countries from $200
billion to $500 billion, be-
sides negotiations on the
bilateral trade agreement

Mr. Barthwal declined to
comment on the specific is-
sue of tariffs on premium
electric cars from the U.S.,
such as those made by bil-
lionaire Elon Musk-owned
Tesla, and the status of the
revised import policy an-
nounced last year to woo
the American automaker.

if Tesla were to build a fac-
tory in India to circumvent
tariffs, it would be “unfair”
to the U.S. He had also
called out India’s high duty
on cars during Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s vi-
sit to the U.S. last month,
but agreed to work to-
wards an early trade deal.

Trade discussions with U.S. ‘positive’, says official

IFANFT F TTY AR 1T ‘ThRIcHS’, JTARRY FT a1

India and the U.S. are actively engaged in discussions to boost trade
relations, said Commerce Secretary Sunil Barthwal.

HRA 3 FANFT AR Fael F Jo F RraFT I aada st @ ¥
I FHRI aifore Afa Felter ardarer a &

o He stated that talks are being held on mutually beneficial issues to increase trade
between the two countries.
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TTIT ST TS |
The discussions were held in response to U.S. President Donald Trump’s plan to
impose reciprocal tariffs from April 2.

g TaT AANHY Ieeufa Sires €0 Y 2 3id & IREIRSF TRE Tt Y Fsrar & sfae J
g3l

Mission 500: Expanding India-U.S. trade
fArere 500: HRA-3ARFT AR FT AR

Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal met with U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson
Greer and U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick from March 4-6.

arforsr 7t Ry I A 4-6 AT & o IANHT AR wfafafer sewe @i s sk
aiforeT wfaa glas Jefas @ Helrra |

The discussions were described as “positive”, and officials stated that these talks will
continue.

ST AT T " WHRICHS" Td1AT 31T, 3R 31RHRET o7 Fgr i T8 ararena s e

The negotiations are part of “Mission 500, which aims to increase bilateral trade
from $200 billion to $500 billion.

IE ardt " fAereT 500" & dgd &1 W 8, e aay gfagafir samar #r $200 g &
et $500 faforast #3ar B
Talks are also being held on a multi-sectoral bilateral trade agreement.

-2 gfauay SR A o) & Tl H S E

Tesla and U.S. electric vehicle tariffs

&xan AT ANEY sATFed e ERNw

Barthwal declined to comment on tariffs on premium U.S. electric cars like Tesla.

TrefaTe F FARFT AT gafFesd FRI, A e, WRE F A W 7@ @

AR HT T
He also did not confirm whether tax incentives for Tesla would be extended beyond
the current import policy.

3egiel g T Tase g1 fmar fah Ewa & fore &»¢ Ramre #terar smara sifer & 3mer ser8
STt T g |
India’s policy for promoting electric vehicle manufacturing was notified in March

2024, offering lower customs duty (15%) to manufacturers setting up production
facilities in India.

HIT Y gafFes argeT AT F qgrar & it AT AR 2024 7 FGFaT Hr a1 o,
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HIT # 3cITE $HTS TG FI a1t FAATAI3 & AT 150 A Fa FFea gL vaT

gl

Trump’s stance on India’s tariffs
R & ¢RNE W T T 39

o Donald Trump stated that if Tesla sets up a factory in India to bypass tariffs, it
would be unfair to the U.S..

BTes T o FgT [ IR STAT AT A el T ¢RNE § g9 §, aF I8 3Ra & e

e g

e He also raised concerns about India’s high import duties on cars during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the U.S. last month.

3ogiel UGl Helel TUTAHAT A% AT Y AN A1 & R 3R & 379 g I
e I¢ ot Rfar srars |
o Despite differences, both nations have agreed to work towards an early trade deal.

ATHCT & TG, ANl G2 A STeg &1 U SR AASAIT G FTH FI W WgATA ST Y

gl

India, New Zealand to institutionalise defence ties: Modi

|GS Paper Il: India-New Zealand |

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Monday that
India and New Zealand
would “strengthen and in-
stitutionalise” defence and
maritime cooperation and

reminded his counterpart
from New Zealand, Chris-
topher Luxon, that the two
countries had fought glo-
bal terrorism. India be-
lieved in development and
not in expansionism, the
Prime Minister said.

“We have decided to

strengthen and institution-
alise our defence and se-
curity collaboration. In ad-
dition to joint exercises,
training and port visits, a
road map for bilateral de-
fence industry collabora-
tion will be developed. Our
Navies are working togeth-

er in the Combined Task
Force-150 for maritime se-
curity in the Indian
QOcean,” Mr. Modi said after
delegation-level talks at
Hyderabad House.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

India, New Zealand to institutionalise defence ties: Modi

R 3R =gfols T&T HauT w1 GEAmTd &9 3 A

Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated that India and New Zealand
would strengthen and institutionalise their defence and maritime

cooperation.
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TUTTHHAT A¥g AYGT o e fF R AR wgaiials 3raer & i o agahr #t
Hoqd 3 FEATTT F3 |

e He reminded New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon that both countries
have fought global terrorism together.

3egiol FSiTels & TTTHAT FFEeInT dauet &l I1e feelrar T Xt et & aftaes srdware
& e J31$ R B
e India believes in development, not expansionism, Modi emphasized.

TR A ¥ feamw T@dr &, RATarag & a8, A 3 SR 3 FaTl

Defence and security collaboration

T&TT 3R &t wgahT

e India and New Zealand will enhance defence and security cooperation through
joint exercises, training, and port visits.

AR AR gaiels T 3r9amw, FfraTor 3R deTens AT & ATeTH @ 6T AN gRaTw
TEANT Y TGTUI |

o Aroadmap for bilateral defence industry collaboration will be developed.
gfaaefr T 35T WAl & faw ve Az AR fvar smeem)|

e Indian and New Zealand Navies are working together in Combined Task Force-150
for maritime security in the Indian Ocean.

ARt 3R FEiels i A i AermeR 7 T gean & v @y F1 g9-150 #
HEET FT L

e The announcement was made after delegation-level talks at Hyderabad House.

g YOI ge3aTg 8139 & yfafaf-vadiy arat & ag Hr 1|
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How 2 clauses in Lyngdoh Committee Report
became focal to JNUSU poll announcement

!GS Paper llI: Polity |
a bu

NEW DELHI

The Jawaharlal Nehru Un-
iversity (JNU) administra-
tion recently released a cir-
cular stating that students’
union polls will be held af-
ter April 15. However, it ad-
ded that the validity of the
circular is subject to the
outcome of a pending case
in the Delhi High Court —
Swati Singh vs INU.

Last year, Ms. Singh had
approached the court over
the last-minute cancella-
tion of her candidature for
the polls in March 2024 af-
ter an ABVP member com-
plained about her 2023
rustication over a fight
with a guard on campus.

The contention was ov-
er a pending clarification
from the court regarding
provisions in the Lyngdoh
Committee Report (LCR).

The JNU administration
cited “need for clarity” asa
reason in its March 5 not-
ice. It also mentioned that
the observer appointed by
the court, former Supreme
Court judge V. Ramasubra-
manian, had pointed out in

How 2 clauses

TS

‘Dichotomy with the
clauses’ that dictate
whether a candidate
can be disqualified at
the last minute or not

a report submitted to the
court in April last year that
there were inconsistencies
in the LCR. He also said the
provisions required clarifi-
cation from the High Court
regarding their reconcilia-
tion and applicability.

The LCR of 2006 was
the result of a Supreme
Court order, and has since
been referred to as the gui-
delines for students’ union
polls across the country.

Abhik Chimni, who is
representing Ms. Singh,
said the inconsistencies
were pertaining to a “di-
chotomy with the clauses”
that dictate whether a can-
didate can be disqualified
at the last minute or not.

“Our understanding of
the LCR is that they cannot
cancel a candidature if a
complaint comes at the last
minute and that a decision
can be passed after the

counting of votes, follow-
ing which action can be ta-
ken. JNU’s reading is that
they can disqualify some-
one at any point, even if
the complaint comes in be-
fore the poll date,” he said.
According to JNU’s not-
ice, Mr. Ramasubramanian
had asked the court for
clarity regarding two claus-
es that deal with technical-
ities regarding complaints
against a candidate.

‘Contradicting clauses’
While Clause 6.8.4 of the
LCR states that a student
can file a complaint “with-
in a period of three weeks
from the date of declara-
tion of results”, Clause
6.8.12 stipulates the pro-
cess for grievance redres-
sal and what happens if a
complaint is received be-
fore the polling dates.
Contradictory to Clause
6.8.4, Clause 6.8.12 allows
the Grievance Cell to im-
pose sanctions, including
halting campaign privileg-
es, during the campaign
period. The observer’s re-
port had mentioned that
“clarity is needed about

the two paragraphs”.

JNU in its notice had
stated that the observer
noted that this inconsisten-
cy could hamper the
smooth conduct of the stu-
dents’ union elections this
year. The university then
filed an application in
court in February this year,
seeking necessary clarifica-
tions based on his findings.

The court directed the
respondent to file a reply
to the university’s applica-
tion. The next hearing is
scheduled for March 27.

Mr. Chimni, however,
said there is no specific or-
der passed by the court
stating that the JNUSU elec-
tions cannot take place for
the academic year 2025-26.

‘INU’s excuses’

A senior university official
earlier said they did not
want to displease the
court, which is why they
were waiting for an out-
come. Ms. Swati, and other
student leaders, mean-
while, alleged that the un-
iversity was making “ex-
cuses” to delay, or cancel
student union elections.

in Lyngdoh Committee Report became focal
to JNUSU poll announcement

F4 Rrels afAfa it 2 4RIT Seaguay 1T wvor & g F 3

Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) administration released a circular
stating that students’ union polls will be held after April 15.
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The circular's validity is subject to the outcome of a pending case in the Delhi High
Court (Swati Singh vs JNU).

S8 ol 1 derar el 3T samarery # dfaa A (Farfa RiE aamr Jway) & baa w®
frsit M|

Swati Singh approached the court in 2024 over the last-minute cancellation of her
candidature after an ABVP member complained about her 2023 rustication due to a
fight with a campus guard.

Farfar g & 2024 # rTera T 3@ AT Fifeh Favant aAraTaRet 3ifas THT 7 g w fa
YT AT, ST TS TS o 3oTeh 2023 H Tk IS & WY FIIS & HIROT ASHTHA T
fRYepTar T T |

The dispute is over a pending clarification regarding provisions in the Lyngdoh
Committee Report (LCR).

faare el afafa Rulé (Tadsm) & yraenst i dfad sarear i e g
The JNU administration cited “need for clarity” as a reason in its March 5 notice.
HTAY FATHA o 39 5 AT & ANfeH H “FISCAT Y HGRIFAT” Tl HROT TAAT|

Former Supreme Court judge V. Ramasubramanian, who was appointed as an
observer, mentioned in his April 2024 report that the LCR has inconsistencies and
needs clarification from the High Court.

q@ gie ¢ mamardier . IAEAvae, Seg wdders g far o an, 3 3roeh st
2024 Y Ra¥E 7 FeT o vardiam & Raafaa § 31k 39 3w =« & vasear
HTGRISAT ¢ |

Lyngdoh Committee Report (LCR) and its contradictions
foereYe afafa Rare (Tadzm) st sy faremsmy

The LCR of 2006 was formed following a Supreme Court order and serves as
guidelines for student elections nationwide.

2006 Y TAHNIHR FT Gl FIE & AU & TeT TATT AT AT 3R TE GWR F 19 ¥
garal & fow fenfarder & €0 & e Har g

Swati Singh’s lawyer, Abhik Chimni, argued that candidature cannot be canceled at
the last minute and that action should be taken after vote counting.

Farfar fig & adfrer, 31fee Rweh, o o feam fos arieer Y 3ifaer worg & tqg w18t P o
FHdT 3R AT & 91 & FIETS Y AT Thell ¢

JNU’s interpretation, however, is that a candidate can be disqualified at any point,
even if a complaint is received before polling.
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N FY ATEAT IF 7 F 3Fgar r waft off 3raew s I wEAr B, el §1 R
T W e IS B

Contradictory clauses in LCR

TAHIR # farememd) are

e Clause 6.8.4 states that a complaint can be filed within three weeks after results are
declared.

¢RT 6.8.4 Fgd! & & IR T @ F et Toae F fiay RAwraa gst Y o1 FHhdt ¢

o Clause 6.8.12 states that the Grievance Cell can impose sanctions before polling,
including halting campaign privileges.

YR 6.8.12 Fge & foh R frerer oX goira @ ved ot R faamor yiss gfaey
A Tl &, T AT AT At & 3R anfArer §

e The observer’s report highlighted that clarity is needed regarding these
contradictory clauses.

qddaTeh 1 RO 7 gr 3= fh g Rremardt YR 9v TIsedr sraeds g

Current court proceedings

TAAT AT HRIATEY

o JNU filed an application in February 2025, seeking clarifications on the observer’s
findings.
A o FIE 2025 H Ta ATdeeT qrRR 4T, [SHe qddars @ Rule 9v Fasear At 7|

e The court directed the respondent to reply to JNU’s application, and the next
hearing is scheduled for March 27, 2025.

reTera F IfAaTE) FY STAY F AraesT FT STaTd aat T foreer fem, 3R 3rarely gavars 27 AT
2025 F freifa #r 715 8

e Abhik Chimni claimed that no specific order has been passed restricting JINUSU
elections for 2025-26.

o Rerelt 7 grar foham b 2025-26 F fAT ATAgEEy TATET FI Al F1 H1$ fafdrse
JTeer w7et foram A g

Allegations of delaying elections

gard # &8 & 3w

e Asenior JNU official stated that the university does not want to displease the court,
which is why it is waiting for the verdict.

wF IR AT FRAFRY F a1 6 farafaearery sarera wf AR 781 HT= G, safav
ag thael &7 eI T TET &
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e Swati Singh and other student leaders accused the university of making excuses to
delay or cancel elections.

warfer g 3R 3 o1 Aanit o favafdearey w gara # &f a1 g FXA & T@e a1t 1
3R S|

SCs in Telangana to
be placed in 3 groups
to provide 15% quota

|GS PaBer ll: Polity |

HYDERABAD

The Telangana govern-
ment on Monday decided
to provide reservations for
the Scheduled Castes (SCs)
on the basis of three major
groups within the
community.

The State government
has decided to provide 1%
reservation from the exist-
ing total of 15% quota to 15
SC communities categor-
ised as most socially, eco-
nomically, and education-
ally disadvantaged/
overlooked, which form
3.29% of the total SC popu-
lation in the State.

The Group-II constitut-
ing 18 communities, com-
prising 62.75% of the SC
population, will be provid-

State govt. will give
1% reservation to
15 most overlooked
communities

ed 9% reservation. The
third category, comprising
26 significantly benefited
SCs forming 33.96% of the
SC population, will be gi-
ven 5% reservation.

Bill passed

The Legislative Assembly
on Monday passed the Te-
langana Scheduled Castes
(Rationalisation of Reser-
vations) Bill, 2025. The Bill
follows the Supreme
Court’s direction permit-
ting sub-classification with-
in the Scheduled Castes re-
served categories.

SCs in Telangana to be
placed in 3 groups to
provide 15% quota

AT H THH F1 3 AR A
faenfora &3 15% @ier f&am

Sl T4

The Telangana government on
Monday decided to provide
reservations for Scheduled
Castes (SCs) on the basis of
three major groups within the
community.

ST TIHKR of AAGR FT Aok
foran o sregfara snfat (SCs) &t
e & i 9@ THEl & ITUR
9T RETOT T Sreem|

. The State government has decided
to provide 1% reservation from the existing
total of 15% quota to 15 SC communities,
categorised as most socially,
economically, and educationally
disadvantaged/overlooked, which form
3.29% of the total SC population in the
State.

o TR & TR0 form § o 15% & #iser

A H A 1% RETOT 37 15 Fepqfaa snfaat i fer sreen, 5 amwnfars, snfde sk
IftrF w0 @ wa@ 3T e fhar g, 3RS U i For vad) SerEEar #
3.29% g
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e The Group-ll, constituting 18 communities and comprising 62.75% of the SC
population, will be provided 9% reservation.

eI, fae 18 WHEr ATfA § 3R ST vHHY STeTHEAT T 62.75% &, 30 9% 3MIRETr
RIS ILE

e The third category, comprising 26 significantly benefited SCs, forming 33.96% of the
SC population, will be given 5% reservation.

N Aoft, TSTe 26 ygar @ amsnfead vwaEY enfAe & 31K S vwHY STSEar w1 33.96% §,

3¢ 5% &TOT fear SAream|
Bill passed
CUEER G

e The Legislative Assembly on Monday passed the Telangana Scheduled Castes
(Rationalisation of Reservations) Bill, 2025.

farermaras i & AR T Aol AT Sy (3REToT T FiFdhon) fadwsw, 2025 TR
fepam|

e The Bill follows the Supreme Court’s direction, permitting sub-classification within
the Scheduled Castes reserved categories.

Ig fadas ot 1€ F el & 37ar &, S seqgfaa snfaat & smfera gaf & sfav 3
qaftertor &1 3gAf Sar 8
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Telangana Assembly passes Bills
enhancing BC reservation to 42%

|GS Paper lI: Polity

M. Rajeev
HYDERABAD

The Telangana govern-
ment on Monday set in
motion the process to en-
hance reservation to the
Backward Classes (BCs) to
42% in education, jobs,
and polls to local bodies.
The Assembly passed
two Bills — the Telangana
Backward Classes, Sche-
duled Castes, and Sche-
duled Tribes (Reservation
of seats in educational in-
stitutions and of appoint-
ments Or posts in services
under the State) Bill, 2025
and the Telangana Back-
ward Classes (Reservation
of seats in rural and urban
local bodies) Bill, 2025.
The Bills, once ap-
proved by the Union go-
vernment, would ensure

[

The process to enhance reservation in educatlon ,jobs, and local
body polls was set in motion by the Revanth Reddy govt. FILE PHOTO

that BCs get 42% reserva-
tion, Scheduled Castes
15%, and Scheduled Tribes
10%. Piloting the Bills,
Backward Classes Welfare
Minister Ponnam Prabha-
kar said the Bills were for-
mulated for inclusive deve-
lopment of marginalised
classes and was one of the
major concerns during the
formation of Telangana
State. There had been

numerous demands from
the BC associations, peo-
ple, and political parties to
enhance reservations in
view of their backward-
ness and inadequate re-
presentation, he said.

Supreme Court order

Based on the Supreme
Court’s direction that if a
State wanted to exceed the
50% reservation limit,

then it was required to
base its decision on quanti-
fiable data, the govern-
ment had accordingly con-
ducted the Socio,
Economic, Education, Em-
ployment, Political and
Caste Census.

It also set up a dedicat-
ed commission headed by
former bureaucrat Busani
Venkateshwara Rao to con-
duct rigorous empirical
enquiry into the back-
wardness in representa-
tion of BC communities in
local bodies.

In the process, the Bill
passed by the previous
BRS government enhanc-
ing reservations to BC
communities from 29% to
37%, and ST communities
from 6% to 10%, which
was awaiting assent of the
President, was withdrawn.

Telangana Assembly passes Bills enhancing BC reservation

to 42%

eleTTaT AW A ST 3RET0T Y 42% T TG aTel fASTHi FY

qrike

The Telangana government on Monday initiated the process to

enhance reservation for Backward Classes (BCs) to 42% in education,

jobs, and local body elections.
AT WIFR A AIAGR Y AT gor (A1) o1 HRETT 42% TF T Y
yfskar o Y, foraet fRvem, AleRal s v A gemat 7 smator

enfarer 2l
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The Assembly passed two Bills:

1. Telangana Backward Classes, Scheduled Castes, and Scheduled Tribes
(Reservation of seats in educational institutions and of appointments or
posts in services under the State) Bill, 2025.

2. Telangana Backward Classes (Reservation of seats in rural and urban local
bodies) Bill, 2025.

faemerere o 3t Rl wiita fre
3. deT Rroer a9, s snfa 3k srqqfRa seenfar (derfors aeumal & det
FT IRETOT 3R T & iereier Fansit # Fgfaraat ar vah &1 smeron Rdgs, 2025
4. deme Rreet qar (arstor ik el TurEi Rt F del & et Fdas,

2025]

Once approved by the Union government, BCs will get 42% reservation, Scheduled
Castes (SCs) 15%, and Scheduled Tribes (STs) 10%.

% TSR GART Hd) et & are, el T 4296 HIRETOT, THET Y 159% 3R THE T 10%
IGECN

Backward Classes Welfare Minister Ponnam Prabhakar said these Bills were
introduced for the inclusive development of marginalized communities and were a
major concern during Telangana's formation.

ResT a9t FeATor FAH N1 THER A gl I A Fa9Te g1RT W 93 Foerl F g
T & forw arw a7 § 3R I Qe & s & SR v wege e ol

There were numerous demands from BC associations, people, and political parties
for enhancing reservations due to backwardness and inadequate representation.

Y Feraat, sterar 3R Tefa® gat ¥ Aoy 3 sraatca gfafafted & sRoT 3meor
FoTe) 1 8 | S off

Supreme Court order

o FHIE F1 QA

The Supreme Court directed that if a State wanted to exceed the 50% reservation
limit, it must be based on quantifiable data.

ol F1E 7 e R & afe w18 Uo7 509 3mator Har ¥ 31 qoren argar @, O 39

HAATCHS 32T & MR W &A1 grem|

The Telangana government conducted a Socio, Economic, Education, Employment,
Political, and Caste Census to justify the increase.

AT TIFR F FATTSF, 3w, Rrem, JseR, areifas 3R sfa ST
HTYSTeT o drfeh gefer st 3R sgram S ash |
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e Adedicated commission, headed by former bureaucrat Busani Venkateshwara
Rao, was formed to conduct an empirical study on BC underrepresentation in local
bodies.

qd AFTATE THIEAT SHEET TG T IrETeTcl H Teoh fAAy 3maar arfoa fovar a2, foee
T et 7 e & srqafea afafaftes w sreaae i

e The Bill passed by the previous BRS government to increase BC reservations from
29% to 37% and ST reservations from 6% to 10% was withdrawn, as it was awaiting
President's assent.

ol dimed TER garT aia as, S di 3metor 20% & 379% 3R vad
JTRETOT 6% | 10% SGTeT T TTaeileT AT, T a9 o Foram a1, arifes Jg sgufar i #wslr Hr
SreleTT & 1
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Recipe for failure
The US. should engage with the Houthis
instead of bombing Yemen

onald Trump came to power with a pro-
D mise to shut down the wars in Ukraine
and West Asia. But in less than two
months, Mr. Trump, like most of his predeces-
sors, started bombing another country. This time
it is Yemen, one of West Asia’s most impover-
ished countries. Trump administration officials
say the “pre-emptive” strike, targeting the Ansar
Allah (better known as the Houthis), was to pre-
vent Shia militants from attacking the shipping
lanes of the Red Sea. The targets: Houthi missile
launchers and the homes of the movement’s
leaders in Sana’a, Yemen’s capital, and Sa’dah,
the mountainous base of the rebels. “The minute
the Houthis say, ‘We’ll stop shooting at your
ships’, we’ll stop shooting at your drones,” said
U.S. Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth, indicating a
long-drawn campaign. The Houthis have said
that at least 53 people including five children
have been killed, and vowed to meet “escalation
with escalation”. On Sunday, they launched bal-
listic and cruise missiles and drones to target air-
craft carrier USS Harry S. Truman and other war-
ships in the region, according to Yemen state TV.
The Houthis, who captured Sana’a in 2014,
“declared war against Israel” in 2023 in solidarity
with the Palestinians, after Israel launched the
war on Gaza, following the October 7 Hamas at-
tack. Using missiles and drones, the Houthis have
attacked over 100 commercial vessels in the Red
Sea. There was a lull in the Houthi attacks after
the Israel-Hamas ceasefire came into force on Ja-
nuary 19. The U.S’’s latest strike has come as the
Houthis were reportedly planning a resumption
of attacks on Israeli vessels for violating the cea-
sefire agreement. But Mr. Trump wants to send a
bigger message to the Houthis” backers — Iran.
Earlier this month, he had reached out to Iran to
discuss its nuclear programme, an offer Tehran
has not taken yet. By launching a massive air
strike against the Houthis, one of the strongest
members of the Iran-backed resistance network,
Mr. Trump is unmistakably telling the Iranians
that he is not hesitant to use force. But Mr. Trump
is also stepping into a strategic abyss. The Houth-
is are not just a ragtag militia. They are the state
in half of Yemen. They have survived seven years
of relentless Saudi bombing. The Biden adminis-
tration along with its European allies also carried
out dozens of strikes, while Israel launched at
least four massive strikes. But none of these at-
tacks blunted their fire power. Mr. Trump is re-
peating the recipe for failure, which could kill
more Yemenis and push many more into misery,
~ besides destabilising the region further. It is high
time the world started engaging the Houthis to
bring peace to the waters around Yemen instead
of mindlessly bombing Yemen.

Recipe for failure

fawerdr &1 @

The U.S. should engage with the Houthis instead
of bombing Yemen.

IHANST F IAT I THIRT FIA & T gidar &
CIEIGERCHC

. Donald Trump came to power promising to shut down
wars in Ukraine and West Asia.

S\ATes € |l # 39 d16 & 61 31T o F Fhet 3R aftas el &

I WHTCT el
. In less than two months, Mr. Trump started bombing
Yemen, one of West Asia’s most impoverished countries.

AT 7 @ off F WHT A T A IAT W THARY YE L &Y, S g
TR & FaR A AT A F U &

. Trump administration officials called it a "pre-emptive"
strike to stop Shia militants from attacking Red Sea shipping
lanes.

Y YRTHA & HATAFIRGT A 38 "WIcAS" gaar 9aran, iFaa R
3T T ATl HRR Y SATATRE FABTSAT TR §HAT et H AT ST
T |

. Targets included Houthi missile launchers and leaders’
homes in Sana’a and Sa’dah.

&g & gheft Aase diear 3R a1 T Frer / A & =

. U.S. Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth stated, “The
minute the Houthis stop attacking, we’ll stop shooting.”

AN e g fie 39T o g1, "9 &1 512 g7 09, §H
gHol dg HY 3"

o The Houthis reported 53 deaths, including five children,
and vowed “escalation with escalation”.

IRt ¥ 53 st iy Ale, Toree aier a=2 anfer &, & gaar & 3k
AdTae &) foh " g STaTe) gHeT FH4T "

. On Sunday, they launched ballistic and cruise missiles
targeting USS Harry S. Truman and other warships.

AR &1 3ogia dfafes 3k o Aramsal @ goaey 38 v, e
3R 317 Fegrdiat 9T gHeT faha|
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Houthi attacks and Israel connection

¢ Houthis captured Sana’a in 2014 and in 2023, they declared war against Israel after
the Gaza conflict.

gt & 2014 & T R Feor AT 3R 2023 H, 3egieT IS HEY F TG FoRBA
f&rems geer i aiwor &)

e They used missiles and drones to attack over 100 commercial vessels in the Red
Sea.

3giat fAwTSal 3 3T FT 3UANT T AT PR & 100 F ’AF AR STt TR gHelm
T
e Houthi attacks paused after the Israel-Hamas ceasefire on January 19.

19 STa{Y T FIRIS-EATH JEUTATH & Te; ghft g7l 3|

e The U.S. strike came as Houthis planned to resume attacks on Israeli vessels
violating the ceasefire agreement.

AR A gorer B, F2ifs gheft gormrel SETeil 0 gHeT i & Y& T ST ArsTelr el
T ¥, Sl geufaws aasila w1 secae fha|

Trump’s strategy and Iran

€7 Fr o 3R e

e Trump aims to send a message to Iran, the Houthis’ backer.
Y HT A8 $A, ST AT 1 THSA FaT §, FT GG AT

o Earlier this month, Trump tried to engage Iran on its nuclear program, but Iran did
not respond.

3 FE Y YTATA H, T o $TT W 3WF TATY] FIIFHH G ATaeled el bl HITAL H,
AfeheT §TT of 1S wfafshar g &Y

e By attacking the Houthis, Trump is showing that he is willing to use force.

I W g #X, €U o W) & T 98 oo T 3 & v AR #

The U.S.’s failed approach
AN Hr Qe Afa

e Houthis are not just a militia; they control half of Yemen.

gl R v 3arardY W A1 & 3 3T IR W AT FA B

e They survived seven years of Saudi bombing and strikes from Biden, European
allies, and Israel.
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3giol AT WTel dF TIel TATRY 3R a3 Jan, u@ﬁwmﬁﬁﬁzw%m
el

o Despite repeated attacks, their firepower remains strong.
IR-AR §U §Hel & Taog, 3o 4o qTehel TR B

e Trump is repeating the same failed strategy, which will kill more Yemenis, increase
suffering, and destabilize the region.

Ehrsindao |

e The world must engage with the Houthis diplomatically instead of mindlessly
bombing Yemen.

gferar 1 AT @ Feahifas w0 @ aradia w1 TR, 7 foh T 9T IFEYer TAARY A
el
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Why are electoral reforms necessary

Since when have votes been registered solely through Electronic Voting Machines? Why have certain Opposition parties accused the EC of electoral roll

manipulation? Should criminal cases of politicians standing for elections be given wide publicity?

S Paper lI: Elections

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:
he Election Commission (EC)
has invited political parties to
discuss strengthening the
election process. in
wake of the allegations of manipulation of
electoral rolls during the recently
concluded assembly elections and issues
raised with respect to duplicate Electoral
Photo Identity Card (EPIC) numbers in
different States.

What are the legal provisions?
Article 324 of the Constitution provides
that the superintendence, direction and
control of the preparation of electoral
rolls for, and the conduct of, all elections
to the Parliament and State legislature
shall be vested in the EC. The preparation
of electoral rolls is governed by the
provisions of the Representation of the
People Act, 1950 and related rules,
including Registration of Electors Rules,
1960.

The voting process has undergone
tectonic changes since the first general
election in 1952. In the first two general
elections of 1952 and 1957, a separate box
was placed for each candidate with their
election symbol. Voters had to drop a
blank ballot paper into the box of the
candidate whom they wanted to vote for.
It is only from the third general election in
1962 that ballot papers with names and
symbols of candidates was introduced.
Subsequently, since the 2004 general
elections to the Lok Sabha, Electronic
Voting Machines (EVM) have been used in
all constituencies. Since 2019, EVMs have
been backed by 100% Voter Verifiable
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) slips in all
constituencies.

What are the issues?

There have been a series of issues raised
in the past with respect to the voting and
counting process. First, there were
demands through a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) for reverting to paper
ballot papers which was dismissed by the
Supreme Court in April 2024. Second, the
same PIL demanded 100% matching of
VVPAT with EVM count, which at present
is carried out for five machines per
assembly constituency/segment. The
Supreme court, while dismissing this
demand as well, had directed that the
burnt memory of microcontrollers of 5%
of EVMs, which includes that of control
units, ballot units, VVPATS, in every
assembly segment can be checked and
verified by a team of engi of the

numbers before shifting to the centralised
database on the ERONET platform. It
clarified that irrespective of the EPIC
number, an elector can cast his/her vote
only in their designated polling station in
their State or Union Territory.
Apart from the above issues in the
election process, there are significant
issues related to the campaign process
that have to be addressed. First, ‘Star
Campaigners’ of most parties have been
guilty of using inappropriate and abusive
words against leaders of other political

Need for a revamp: Poll officials carrying EVMs enter the Patparganj counting centre for the Delhi Assembly polls, in New Delhi, on February 8. pri

With respect to the electoral process of
voting and counting, the following
reforms need to be considered and
implemented. First, as regards the EVM
and VVPAT related aspects, the sample
size for the matching of EVM count and
VVPAT slips should be decided in a
scientific manner by dividing each State
into large regions. In case of even a single
error, VVPAT slips should be counted fully
for the concerned region. This would
instil statistically significant confidence in
the counting process. Further, as

parties, app to caste/c
feelings of electors, and making

EVM manufacturers in case of any
suspicion of tampering. The exercise
needs to be initiated via a written request
from candidates who are placed second
or third in a constituency, within seven
days of the declaration of election results.
Third, there were allegations of
manipulation of electoral rolls in the run
up to the Maharashtra and Delhi
Assembly elections. The Opposition
parties alleged that large number of
bogus/fake voters were added to the
electoral roll to benefit the ruling party at
the Centre. The fourth and current issue
relates to identical EPIC numbers for
voters belonging to different States like
West Bengal, Gujarat, Haryana and
Punjab. Opposition parties such as the
Trinamool Congress allege that it
vindicates their claim of bogus voters
being included in the voters’ list. The EC
has explained that duplication may have
arisen because of the earlier
decentralised system for allotting EPIC

d allegations. Second,
candidates of all major political parties
breach the election expenditure limit by a
wide margin. Further, there are no limits
on political party spending during
elections. The Centre for Media Studies
has estimated that the expenditure during
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections was close to
1,00,000 crore by various political
parties. Such inflated election
expenditure fuels corruption resulting in
avicious cycle. Third, as per the report of
the Association of Democratic Reforms,
the issue of criminalisation of politics has
almost reached its nadir with 251 (46%) of
the 543 elected MPs in 2024, having
criminal cases against them. Of them 170
(31%) face serious criminal charges
including rape, murder, attempt to
murder and kidnapping.

What are the required reforms?

Free and fair elections is part of the basic
structure of our Constitution as declared
by the Supreme Court in various cases.

rec ded by the EC in 2016, in order
to provide a degree of cover for voters at
the booth level, ‘totaliser’ machines can
be introduced that would aggregate votes
in 14 EVMs before revealing the
candidate-wise count. The candidates
placed second or third should also utilise
the direction of the Supreme Court to
demand the verification of 5% of EVMs in
each assembly segment in case of any
suspected tampering. If any issue is
identified, it should be suitably addressed
and if there are none, it would put to rest
the political speculation.

Second, to address the apprehension
of inclusion of fake voters and duplicate
EPIC cards, the process of linking citizens’
Aadhaar number with EPIC cards may be
considered after detailed discussions with
all stakeholders and dispelling concerns
around right to privacy. Meanwhile, the
EC should remove any duplicate voter 1D
numbers in the electoral roll across States
and ensure unique EPIC numbers.

Equally important, if not more, are the
reforms needed in the campaign process.

| First, the EC should be authorised to

revoke the ‘Star Campaigner” status of a
leader, in case of any serious violation of
the Model Code of Conduct (MCC),
thereby depriving the party candidates of
expenditure relief for their campaigns.
Under Paragraph 16A of the Symbols
order, the EC has the power to suspend or
withdraw the recognition of a recognised
political party for its failure to observe
MCC or follow lawful directions of the
Commission. Strict action under this
provision against bigger parties would
have a salutary effect in ensuring
adherence to the MCC. Second, with
respect 1o election expenditure, the law
must be amended to explicitly provide
that ‘financial assistance’ by a political
party to its candidate should also be
within the limits of election expenditure
prescribed for a candidate. There should
also be a ceiling on expenditure by
political parties. Third, the Supreme
Court direction to candidates as well as
political parties to issue declarations
about criminal antecedents, at least three
times before election, in a widely
circulated newspaper in the locality and
in electronic media, should be strictly
enforced. This would enable a discerning
voter in exercising a well-informed
choice.

The EC and various political parties
should engage in a meaningful di: ion
on all these aspects so that the campaign
and electoral processes instil confidence
in voters at large.

Rangarajan R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Polity Simplified’. He currently
trains civil service aspirants at Officers IAS

| Academy. Views expressed are personal.
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The Election Commission (EC) has invited political parties to discuss
strengthening the election process.

TATE AT (EC) F TSIl Gall Y JoATd! TRHAT Y AT Fe W a4l &
fow smHEfa Far gl

e This is in wake of allegations of manipulation of electoral rolls during the recently
concluded assembly elections and issues related to duplicate Electoral Photo
Identity Card (EPIC) numbers in different States.

TG BTeT 61 F HoT fAUTTWST eATal 3 GRIoT FAererar Y # T F AT 3R fafdies
Ual # gfodhe EPIC da’l & Heftid Heal & RO fohar ar g

What are the legal provisions?

FIeTsil ITTETST T 372

o Article 324 of the Constitution provides that the superintendence, direction, and
control of electoral roll preparation and conduct of elections shall be vested in the
Election Commission.

AT & TG 324 & YIGeIeT & fob Acrerar Ft T A 3R Farat & Fareret o1
wdaetor, fadere 3 frd=or gera 3T & 3refie grem|

e The preparation of electoral rolls is governed by the Representation of the People
Act, 1950 and related rules, including the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960.

Haerar g A A serwfafaftes srfafaaer, 1950 3 waeTaT sefeor fae, 1960
S fAgaAt garT enfad gl 81

Since when have votes been registered solely through Electronic
Voting Machines?

golareifeleh alfedr AMAT F ATeTH T AT FT A BT 22

e The voting process has changed significantly since the first general election in 1952.
1952 % 9@ 3TH FATd o ST, T AAGTT a1 & 93 agama gu ¢

o Inthe first two general elections (1952 and 1957), separé?[e ballot boxes were placed
for each candidate, and voters had to drop a blank ballot paper into their chosen
candidate’s box.

1952 ¥ 1957 & Uger &Y A1 FoA1al H, Tcdeh 3FHAIGAR o foIT 37err dere aiFq W@ o &
Wmﬁaﬁmﬁaﬁ@sm"quu & Jierg H @relY doie I9R STl 2T 27|

¢ Since the third general election in 1962, ballot papers with names and symbols of
candidates were introduced.

1962 & A AT FoA1a ¥ a1 3R Fora Rreg ared dere I9¥ 4« fhw arv)
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e Since the 2004 Lok Sabha elections, Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) have been
used in all constituencies.

2004 ¥ ArHaeT Foaral & welt fvateret &t A sacifae aifear wefier (EVMs) &1 3uater

T ST TET &

e Since 2019, EVMs have been backed by 100% Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT) slips in all constituencies.

2019 |, i fAaTaeT 8137 7 100% areX aqwIeaer U 33 o (VVPAT) afRiat &r
39T T ST IET &

What are the issues?
FIAT AT g7

e Public Interest Litigation (PIL) was filed demanding a return to paper ballots, but the
Supreme Court dismissed it in April 2024.

YT AT 9T ATGH AT Y AT bl olehd STerfeer ATFART (PIL) ST 1 18 2, Afehet Foiter

FIE A 3T 3T 2024 FH @RS FT =T

e The PIL also demanded 100% VVPAT-EVM matching, but currently, only 5 machines
per assembly constituency are matched.

PIL & 100% VVPAT-EVM fRHTT &t #91 1 315 oY, AfeheT adaTeT & shael Tl faemaasim
& & 5 7T &1 AT fovar Srar B

e The Supreme Court allowed verification of burnt memory of microcontrollers of 5%
of EVMSs, but only if a written request is made by candidates who placed second or
third within seven days of election results.

A FIE 7 5% EVMs F ATFHIHEIe Y STelt §§ AHARY A ST 1 1Al & &, oHfehe
halol e STe g@X AT A T W ¢ 3FHIGaR Fara TRomA 9t g1 & 7 et & st
e 3eer Y|

o Opposition parties alleged that in Maharashtra and Delhi Assembly elections, a
large number of bogus/fake voters were added to benefit the ruling party.

faaadt gait 3R S o FERTSE R el faenerwsim gamat 7 welt Aderanit S sist
91T AR FEATERY &el i o187 Al Th |

e Identical EPIC numbers were found for voters across West Bengal, Gujarat, Haryana,
and Punjab, raising concerns about bogus voters.

qfReret Feorrer, T, §RATOT 3R 9STe 7 v Y EPIC FaR aTel HAGTAT 9T AT, fored
Bl AGGIAT3T &l ol T 9¢ |
e The Election Commission clarified that the earlier decentralised system of issuing

EPIC numbers caused duplication before moving to a centralised database on the
ERONET platform.

AT 1A A Fse T 6 EPIC Fat SR & Y Qe faddigrar womelt & shor
gferhereT g3, f518 se & ERONET Solewhial & Hellhd Serad & TUTAcRd foham aram|
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Should criminal cases of politicians standing for elections be given
wide publicity?

AT T3 dqTel AT F HTITF ATHAL T SqT9F TR Aot aew a1
oTe1?

e Star campaigners often use inappropriate and abusive language against opponents,
appeal to caste/communal sentiments, and make baseless allegations.

FER YARF HFE I 3R IqaATeTsreTan ST9T &7 39ATT A &, Sfa/averas
A3 I 3RATd &, IR IgfAATE IR 91 2

o Election expenditure limits are frequently breached by candidates, while political
party spending remains unlimited.

AT @ T HAT SFACIRT SRT IHFE IR Y S &, STofeh Teteiiforen gl & @«
HI§ T e el

e The Centre for Media Studies estimated that ¥1,00,000 crore was spent during the
2024 Lok Sabha elections.

e B AT Fediar & 37ER 2024 SFwHT FaATal 7 21,00,000 FN3 T v 10|
o Excessive election expenditure leads to corruption, creating a vicious cycle.
eI AT T TR F q1aT &t 8, STad T goash aoldm |

e Association of Democratic Reforms (ADR) reported that 251 out of 543 MPs (46%)
elected in 2024 have criminal cases against them.

THIFATRA 3HTE SAHREH RBIFT (ADR) & 3([dR 2024 # G 91T 543 A & 251 |G
(46%) & TITH RIS ATHS ST &

e Ofthese, 170 MPs (31%) face serious criminal charges like rape, murder, attempt to
murder, and kidnapping.

S ¥ 170 HWE (31%) T TollchR, §AT, §<AT & T A 3rag3or i 13X smarfars
IR

What are the required reforms?
JTERIF FUR FIAT 22

e Free and fair elections are part of the basic structure of the Constitution, as
declared by the Supreme Court in various cases.

foreuer 3 Fad gomma wieer i qer wvaen & ffwwr 8, Star o gt s A e
AT 7 A foRar g

e Regarding the electoral process of voting and counting, the following reforms need
to be considered and implemented.

HaeTeT AR AFIOTAT HY FaAret URHHAT A A, AT FURT R =R iR Sraeaae
[ERIRIGIIGIHY
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Reforms in EVM and VVPAT Matching
gdiew 3 ddide e 7 guw

The sample size for the matching of EVM count and VVPAT slips should be
determined scientifically by dividing each State into large regions.

§diea el 3il didide ot & e & fow e 3R &1 dafas v @ g fear
ST A1, Tedeh AT & 93 8331 & Ranfaa &

If even a single error is found, VVPAT slips should be fully counted for the
concerned region.

Ife o oft e o1 STl B, o 39 &1 o forw waft e afiat r ot frerdh v s
IR

In 2016, the Election Commission (EC) recommended the introduction of ‘totaliser’
machines, which would aggregate votes in 14 EVMs before revealing candidate-wise
counts.

2016 H, oI1d AT (EC) o ‘Areelrgory’ FeAGAT bl oI1a] hiet hr FAwIRer hr oY, S 14
$TA F ANel F NSH IFAICART & ST dIel Y FTAHRT FUCA|

Candidates placed second or third should utilize the Supreme Court's directive to
demand verification of 5% of EVMs in each assembly segment in case of suspected
tampering.

GO AT A TUTT T Tt a1l SFAIGART bl FHIA FIE 3 Foreeit a7 STATT hleh T
fAUTwHT & A 5% EATH H TG Y AR H&T AT, IS SSOTS ol deg Bl

Reforms to Address Fake Voters and EPIC Duplication
Folt Aaerar 3T SIS sfoahee @ fAves & gur

The process of linking Aadhaar numbers with EPIC cards may be considered after
detailed discussions with stakeholders, ensuring concerns regarding the right to
privacy are addressed.

TR FaR FF SAHTEA F1E F Azt Y 9k o1 TR fFar 31 @erar g, A wsit
Rraure! & ary fega 997 & a1e, aifes Musiaar & st @ S8 Riansi gy frar o
|

Meanwhile, the EC should ensure that duplicate voter ID numbers are removed from
the electoral roll across States and that each voter has a unique EPIC number.

59 ST, AT AT Y g GATRIS FIAT AT fof Acrare Felt & gierae areT amssr
e geTU ST 3R Y AT I Igfadia $H3msH a7 81|

Reforms in the Campaign Process

gaATdY AT Uik F gur
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e The Election Commission should be authorized to revoke the ‘Star Campaigner’
status of a leader if they seriously violate the Model Code of Conduct (MCC).

TATT HTANT 1 TE HAFR AT ART fF I I AT =R FRear (MCC) 7 iR
Fodde Xl ¢, Al 3HFH FER TARS T GAT 1&g [HAT ST T |

e This would deprive the political party's candidates of the expenditure relief provided
for their campaign.

SOH Teeifas gl & SFAGERT I 3e7e Iol1d JaR & forw &1 571e arelr e ge @ afta

THAT ST GahaT|

e Under Paragraph 16A of the Symbols Order, the EC has the power to suspend or
withdraw the recognition of a political party for failing to follow MCC.

el 3T & NI 16A & T6d, ToI1d HTANT & T IS Gof T AT ferfae a1
GG FIA T ISR g, IS I8 AR WiRAT 7 9reret w1gt Fa|

e Strict action against major political parties would have a positive impact in ensuring
adherence to the Model Code of Conduct.

T3 TS Gall & Tl F3Y FRATS e A AR WiaT T qreret FARad ata #
HHRIcHS® THTT I3

Reforms in Election Expenditure

AT T # FUR

e The law must be amended to explicitly state that financial assistance provided by a
political party to its candidate should be within the prescribed election expenditure
limit.

FIe[e A WA AT ST AT a1fer I Tse @ o Ui ger g@nT 3diqar &t
STt arelt farelir weraaT ol Ferrdt @ At WaAT F sl W S|
e There should also be a ceiling on total election expenditure by political parties.

TS gell & Fel ot @ o it v WAT 77 A7 57111 =g |

Reforms on Criminal Background of Candidates

3FHigart & it sfagr @ 3T gur

e The Supreme Court has directed that candidates and political parties must issue
declarations about their criminal antecedents at least three times before elections.

oter FIE o fader igam & for 3eriqant 3k verehfas gat &1 goma & F07 § F7 i ar)
379 TS RF1S 1 @I e gl

e This declaration should be published in a widely circulated newspaper and
broadcasted on electronic media.

g BIYUT S4T9%h 9 & JHIRT TATER 934t 7 gm1fRrd 3R saeeiias Af3ar w gaia $r
ST TnfRu
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e This would help voters make an informed choice while casting their vote.

ST AJETT 371 A STelel § Ige T Fiad A@oha o Tl

Conclusion

IGACa )

e The Election Commission and political parties should engage in meaningful
discussions on these reforms to strengthen voter confidence in the electoral
process.

ATE AT HR TSI el ol o7 FURT 9T MR =T Tt =g, Arfeh Feoaret wfswa
A FASTAT3T FT ATy Horelet fohar 517 &b

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in S

Page3 6



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

o
© TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

w

atriotic (1

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

China welcomes Modi’'s comments,
points to 2,000-year history of ties

[GS Paper II: India-China |

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

China on Monday wel-
comed Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s statement
that India and China have
achieved “normalcy” on
the border after his meet-
ing with Chinese President
Xi Jinping and that the two
sides were restoring ties to
the pre-2020 state while
ensuring that “differences
don’t become disputes”.

Mr. Modi’s comments,
made to a U.S.-based pod-
caster, are by far the stron-
gest indicator that New
Delhi and Beijing are pre-
pared to move beyond the
tensions of the past five
years, including the Gal-
wan clashes in which 20
Indian soldiers were killed
by PLA soldiers and incur-
sions over the Line of Ac-
tual Control.

The comments by Mr.
Modi follow months after
the Indian Army chief,
General Upendra Dwivedi,
said the situation at the
LAC was “stable but not
normal” and that a “degree
of stand-off” remained
between the two Armies,
while experts questioned
whether relations can be
“normalised” without
completing the withdrawal

Strengthening ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Chinese
President Xi Jinping in Kazan, Russia, in October 2024. ANI

of troops. In Beijing, Chi-
nese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs spokesperson Mao
Ning called Mr. Modi’s
comments during the in-
terview with podcaster Lex
Fridman a “positive state-
ment on China-India
relations”.

Referring to the October
23 Modi-Xi meeting in Rus-
sia, the Chinese spokesper-
son said the two
sides “have earnestly im-
plemented the important
consensus of the leaders of
the two countries, streng-
thened exchanges and
practical cooperation at all
levels, and achieved a se-
ries of positive results”.

During the interview,
Mr. Modi, who has spoken
very rarely about the

stand-off with China, also
said India and China had
“no real history of conflict”
and that the relationship
should remain “just as
strong in the future”.
While India and China
have not fought each other
historically, they have had
tensions at the unresolved
boundary for decades after
they went to war in 1962.
Likening the two neigh-
bours to a “family”, Mr.
Modi added that there may
be “occasional disagree-
ments”, and that “even
within a family, not eve-
rything is always perfect”.

Friendly exchanges

Ms. Mao said the Chinese
government had “noted
and appreciated” the com-

ments and also pointed to
more than “2,000-year his-
tory of China-India ex-
changes, friendly exchang-
es, mutual learning, and
mutual understanding”,
echoing Mr. Modi’s words.

“It is the only right
choice for China and India
to be partners who contri-
bute to each other’s suc-
cess and to realise
the ‘Dance of the Dragon
and the Elephant’,” Ms.
Mao continued, referring
to the Chinese depiction of
India as an elephant.

The warm statements
follow visits to Beijing by
National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval and Foreign Se-
cretary Vikram Misri, and
meetings between Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi in the
past few months, and
could suggest more bilater-
al exchanges this year. Mr.
Modi is expected to travel
to China in June to attend
the SCO Summit.

Mr. Jaishankar had said
earlier this month that offi-
cials were working on the
resumption of travel links
between the two coun-
tries, business and tourist
visas, the Kailash Mansaro-
var pilgrimage, and the re-
turn of journalists.

China welcomes Modi’s comments, points to 2,000-year

history of ties
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=it o A Y feoaforat 1 Famerd fam, 2,000 AT = el F
garaT fem

e China on Monday welcomed Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s statement that India
and China have achieved "normalcy" on the border after his meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping.

WHIR F AT ¥ Feers=it g A F U1 &1 FTGR1 T, ST 35 @ & Tseafa
ot SrafRier & do5 & 915 9Ra 3R fie F A | " FATIar gied FI A a1 S

e Mr. Modi said the two sides were restoring ties to the pre-2020 state while ensuring
that "differences don’t become disputes".

Y o T o QAT &er 2020 ¥ wger 1 Feufy # wew sear W@ §, 3N 95 gRRET
W} o IR Rag a7 &= |
e These comments are the strongest indication that New Delhi and Beijing are ready

to move beyond past tensions, including the Galwan clashes where 20 Indian
soldiers were killed.

¥ RO e AT Tdhd & 1o 71§ eat 3iX difSier srefia & qamat & 3t g & o
R ¥, o arerarar grsd off enfirer ¥, Sfet 20 sRehrT {far adie go &

China’s Response

=Ner Y wfafrar

¢ In Beijing, Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesperson Mao Ning called Mr.
Modi’'s statement a "positive statement on China-India relations".

AT &, N F AT FATAT Y JaFar ATHT AT F AV & T I " ARA-deT Faat 97

HHRIcAS feoqofl gamr|

e Referring to the October 23 Modi-Xi meeting in Russia, Ms. Mao said the two sides
"have implemented important consensus, strengthened cooperation, and
achieved positive results".

23 HFEET HI T H g§ AGY-2ft d5 7 gaTel G T, ATHY =¥ gl 3 oAt qait o " Fgeaqer
FEAT A1) Y, FEAT A Ao AT AR FHERIHS TR yred e |

India-China Relations and Historical Context

Ra-Hi ey 3R Mae@es aRveT

e During the interview, Mr. Modi said that India and China had "no real history of
conflict" and that the relationship should remain strong in the future.

TR F a1, A F gl fF ARG 3 AN F1 " aeafas T F F$ Tu F71 5fag™
g 3R 7 7 Red 5fsw o oft Ao &=t w1l
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While India and China have had border tensions for decades, they fought only one
war in 1962.

gTelifeh TR 31 e el A WHAT I T T ATHAT FI W@ &, oifehed 1962 # Fael T
FGE g3 T

Likening India and China to a "family", Mr. Modi said that there may be "occasional
disagreements", just like in a family.

R 3R e ¥ oo "IRER F A gu, A A T i Fh-wf mate A EwA §
o frdy aRaR A g g1

Chinese Perspective on 2,000-Year History

wYeT T 2,000 |Tel YT Haeil 9T TfeeahIor

Ms. Mao stated that China "noted and appreciated" Modi's comments, highlighting the

"2,000-year history of China-India exchanges".

AT F FeT ok DT F Ay Hr Reaforat i “aAre B silk wmer, 317 " sma-da & 2,000
|l QR el 7 Y@ifehet foha|

She emphasized that China and India should be partners contributing to each
other’s success, referring to the concept of "Dance of the Dragon and the Elephant”.

3egiat Ig oY gt o <fieT 3R R A TF-g@Y Y Wherar H TGN A ATer ATHGR Fotedl
aifew, 31X " 391t 3R Tl & T Y HevouelT 1 Soorw T

Diplomatic Engagements and Future Exchanges

TSITA® S 31T AT F -y

These positive statements come after visits to Beijing by National Security Adviser
(NSA) Ajit Doval and Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri.

Y FHRIAF EoAfORT T 3175 7o TS FR&TT HATgHR (NSA) 3ite Starrer 3R fager
wRa fawa Ash & Hifsier & gk v

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar also held multiple meetings with Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi in recent months.

e 73t vw. FUAFT o o gTer & AT A AT RFger 7 T A F 73 Soh FHi
Mr. Modi is expected to visit China in June to attend the SCO Summit.
A F ST # Nt ST Ay FATGAT B, ST d SCO @ @FAerT 7 197 9|

Jaishankar recently stated that officials are working on resuming travel links,
business and tourist visas, the Kailash Mansarovar pilgrimage, and the return of
journalists.

STAART o gTel &Y A Fgl o J1THRT Irar gaet Y Tgrelt, AR 3T wRies e, Femer
ATERER AT AR g9hRY Hr a9 W HH R B 8
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India and Australia agree to
deepen cooperation across
maritime, land, air domains

|GS Paper II: Indlal-Jf-‘i\ustrallla_ian delegation

NEW DELHI

India and Australia on
Monday agreed to deepen
cooperation and interoper-
ability across maritime,
land, and air domains, in-
cluding working with mul-
tilateral partners. The two
countries also decided to
focus on cooperation in
maritime domain aware-
ness, reciprocal informa-
tion sharing, industry and
science and technology
collaboration aside from
“exchanges including de-

was headed by

Amitabh Prasad, and

Australian side was
led by Bernard Philip

ployments from each oth-
er’s territories”.

This was agreed in the
9th India-Australia defence
policy talks held in New
Delhi.

The Indian delegation
was headed by Joint Secre-
tary Amitabh Prasad, while
the Australian side was led

by First Assistant Secretary
International Policy Divi-
sion, Department of De-
fence, Australia, Bernard
Philip.

“Both sides welcomed
sustained progress in bilat-
eral defence cooperation,
including the growing
complexity of defence ex-
ercises and exchanges. It
included several first-time
milestones, finalisation of
key agreements and parti-
cipation in each other’s
major defence trade expo-
sitions,” a Defence Ministry
statement said.

India and Australia agree to deepen cooperation across
maritime, land, air domains

HRe AR ifeeforar A wopdh, o1fdr aiv ary &t F weer g

el I HEATd TS

India and Australia agreed to deepen cooperation and interoperability
across maritime, land, and air domains, including working with

multilateral partners.
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AR 3R JTeeforar 3 wod, offA 3 arg a¥t & weaer 3R raR-warers H
mmwmﬁwﬁ,mﬁ@ma@aﬁa:wwmaﬁ
e 2l

e The two countries also decided to focus on maritime domain awareness, reciprocal
information sharing, industry collaboration, and science and technology
cooperation.

gt &It o W & Y AT, TREIRE YT Ao, sitezifre wgar silv
et va wle@farehr Tgaler ox earet Shiod et T faoT feram|

e The agreement also includes exchanges and deployments from each other’s
territories.

S AT 7 Tah-g@Y & &7 ¥ derel) AR rereT-arT o enfAer g

9th India-Australia Defence Policy Talks

odt HR- 3T foraT 18T Aifa arar
e The agreement was reached during the 9th India-Australia Defence Policy Talks, held
in New Delhi.

7E THSiar 7% Reeh # srafora odt sa-siteefrar e Ay arah & 2l gam|

e The Indian delegation was headed by Joint Secretary Amitabh Prasad, while the
Australian side was led by First Assistant Secretary, International Policy Division,
Department of Defence, Bernard Philip.

AR wfafaftese &1 Aqca agea wfa srfAanr yag o far, et sireefoars v
o1 jea TS AT TaTT Frsmer & rarsdry Ay wermer & wusr weras g s fvfaa =
T

Strengthening Bilateral Defence Cooperation

afagafiar T&TT WEANT Y AT HIAT

e Both sides welcomed sustained progress in bilateral defence cooperation,
including the growing complexity of defence exercises and exchanges.

gl wat o gfavafir TaT wEAler F wad werfar 1 Faera R, foreet e st sk
ITETT-YaT Y Ffeerar 7 ggfer off enfier 3

e The discussions included several first-time milestones, finalization of key
agreements, and participation in each other’s major defence trade expositions.

Tl H F§ Agcaqor sqAfeudl, W@ Hlal F1 Ao T 3R TH-gE F W@ T AR
weeifaat F smaferdy enfder o
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SC to examine petition on
CAG appointment process

IGS Paper Il: CAG |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday decided to exa-
mine a plea challenging
the sole prerogative of the
Centre, acting through the
President, to appoint the
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India.
Appearing before a
Bench headed by Justice
Surya Kant, advocate
Prashant Bhushan said ab-
solute control by the
Centre over the appoint-
ment process of a Comp-
troller and Auditor General
(CAG) would gravely affect
the independence of a
Constitutional authority,
which was a watchdog ov-
er the financial expendi-
ture and accountability of
the Union and State go-
vernments and even the
Panchayati Raj institutions.
The petition said the
CAG must be appointed by
the President in consulta-

tion with a non-partisan se-
lection committee com-
prising the Prime Minister,
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and the Chief Justice of
India.

The petitioner, Centre
for Public Interest Litiga-
tion, also represented by
advocate Cheryl D’Souza,
referred to recent “devia-
tions” in the CAG’s work,
including reports on the
“pause” in Maharashtra
audits, a steady decline on
audits on the Union go-

geTars e 1 faory form

e The petition argues that absolute control by the Centre over CAG appointments
affects the independence of a Constitutional authority, which monitors financial
expenditure and accountability of the Union, State governments, and Panchayati
Raj institutions.

ITTerehT & et 9T & foh CAG Y fagfa oX &g SR &1 ot fagsror waenfas wrfereor

vernment, among others.

Mr. Bhushan said Article
148(1) of the Constitution
equates the CAG with a Su-
preme Court judge. A CAG
can be removed only for
the same reasons and in
the same manner as an
apex court judge.

Issuing notice to the Un-
ion government, Justice
Kant, however, asked
whether a judicial inter-
vention would amount to
re-writing Article 148,
which deals with the ap-
pointment of a CAG. Arti-
cle 148, like in the case of
Supreme Court judges, is
silent about the procedure
of appointment. Justice
Kant also remarked that
one should be able to
“trust institutions”.

Mr. Bhushan argued
that giving exclusive con-
trol to the Executive over
appointments to key Con-
stitutional bodies would be
a sure recipe for loss of in-
dependence.

SC to examine
petition on CAG
appointment
process

Heslt Fr g fFa
gfshaT W goie HIE
LT GeTaTs

The Supreme Court
on Monday decided
to examine a plea
challenging the sole
prerogative of the
Centre to appoint
the Comptroller and
Auditor General
(CAG) of India.

A FIE F MHAATR
) AT & = 3
HETAET 90&TF (CAG)
g R Fg &
THITUSHR HT FaAldl

& aTel ATRIFT W}
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F TIaFHaT Y FHITAT FIAT &, S Fg, T TIRRT 3 =) Tt gFyEt F ol saa
3 STaTERd Y PeREN Far ¥

Proposed Selection Process for CAG

Hiwst & fore yearfdd aaer afshar

e The petition suggests that the CAG should be appointed by the President in
consultation with a non-partisan selection committee, which includes:
o The Prime Minister
o The Leader of the Opposition
o The Chief Justice of India

ITierenT H ST am aram § foh CAG #r fagfara wrgufar garr v farswet aaar
FfAfY i Felrg & i et MiFw, Torge anfare g

o WA

o fa9er & Aar

o ¥R & AT ~grTeier

Arguments in Court

HIE A Y& dF

o Advocate Prashant Bhushan, appearing before a Bench headed by Justice Surya
Kant, argued that exclusive control of the Executive over Constitutional bodies
would lead to a loss of independence.

ATt FABI Y AT arelt fio & FHET U7 U 3rfOraerar Feried s{yor ¥ b foram o
FUTTAHT GaRT HAUTAF ST W THITUFR & 3oThT Faaadl GATCT g1 et
e The petition cited recent deviations in CAG reports, including:

o The "pause" in Maharashtra audits
o A steady decline in audits of the Union government

iR # CAG RaYet # grferar arRafaaansit o1 3eo@ har aram, foiereT anfaer &

o HERISE HIfSE H "Thrae”
o g PR & I3 # FMaR fRrae
o Article 148(1) of the Constitution equates the CAG with a Supreme Court judge, as
a CAG can beremoved only in the same manner as an apex court judge.

WU & Ie7eda 148(1) & 3R, CAG Y FAHIH FIE & wATATeIer & FATT Gait 9Ied 8,
3R 5@ wafea ~arTerT & ~areer Fr aE & g ST GhdT 8

Supreme Court’s Observations

oo FE oy Recaforat
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e Issuing notice to the Union government, Justice Surya Kant questioned whether
judicial intervention would amount to rewriting Article 148, which deals with the
CAG’s appointment.

A FIE A g THR T AT TR FIQ §C, AT FIic o G276 1 =i
FEAANT HeTeg 148 Y FFT & fr@sr & ara @em, St CAG #t fgfara & wafa 2

o Justice Kant noted that Article 148 is silent on the appointment procedure, just like
in the case of Supreme Court judges.

FATIfe GAFIE o g T T 7 reyeie 148 PgRFa i wgw ¥, S du fr oW
T FIE & Fararehel & A 7|

He remarked that institutions must be trusted, implying that the existing process should not
be doubted outright.

3ogiel gl foh FEYTAT 9T 3RET Q1T AR, 0 I8 T fAerar ¢ i adae afhar )
e geg STgl fhar e Tnfev|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il1: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)

1. India’s goods trade deficit at 42-month low following dip
in gold, crude imports

A 3R F=F AT F 3T A FRIaT F 96 ART FT AR
H1eT 42 AglA & g TER W

2. Ajab in time
AL g EHThoT

3. Barriers Faced by Construction Workers
fasTor TR garT AT Y T qTT qTETE

4.  Railways is in good financial condition, Minister tells
House

Tora i el RRufa sredy &, 750 & gea & aamn

5. Manufactured items hasten Feb. WPI inflation to 2.38%
fafita aegat & el 7 e Ao gaFEw (WPI) Faehifa H1
2.38% de derT
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India’s goods trade deficit
at 42-month low following
dip in gold, crude imports

IGS Paper llI: External Sector

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBALI

India’s goods trade deficit
was down to a 42-month
low of $14.05 billion as im-
ports of gold, silver and
crude dipped in February,
show data from the Com-
merce and Industries Mi-
nistry. The difference bet-
ween import and export of
goods was $22.9 billion in
January. In February 2024,
the merchandise trade def-
icit stood at $19.5 billion.

India’s gold and silver
imports were at $2.7 bil-
lion, which was the lowest
since June 2024, when the
value was $2.5 billion.

As for crude and petro-
leum, imports were at
$11.89 billion, which was
the lowest since July 2023,
when the value was at
$11.81 billion.

India exported goods
worth $36.9 billion in Fe-
bruary 2025. Imports, ho-

Lowering trade deficit ! 1 J\"'

Feb. imports were the lowest since April 2023 and ”
the trade deficit was lower than figures in Augg%ﬁlel

40

B, T

33.5  Trade deficit (in $ billion)
30
19.5
20 @
®
10 14.05
0 Soutce: CMIE
Feb. 2024 Aug. 2024 Feb. 2025

wever, slipped to a 22-
month low of $50.9 billion.

On a year-on-year basis,
exports dipped 10.84% in
February 2025.

“A portion of the YoY
decline in merchandise ex-
ports can be attributed to
the base year effect related
to the leap month,” Aditi
Nayar, chief economist at
the credit rating agency
ICRA, wrote in a state-

ment. Imports however
shrunk 16.3% in the report-
ing month as against the
corresponding period last
year.

“The trade deficit was
significantly lower than the
average of over $23 billion
during the first 10 months
of FY2025,” Ms. Nayar said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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India’s goods trade deficit at 42-month low following dip in
gold, crude imports

A 3R F= AT F 3T A FIIGe F 91 AR FT SAUR T 42
AR & fAgel TAOX W

India’s goods trade deficit fell to a 42-month low of $14.05 billion in
February 2025, due to a decline in gold, silver, and crude imports.

AR ST IR =TT BIaT 2025 # 42 A & Ao T $14.05 Afedaa )
qgam,m,aiﬁaﬁtmasr*mﬁﬁwa;ml

e The trade deficit in January 2025 was $22.9 billion, while in February 2024, it was
$19.5 billion.

S 2025 H AR °1eT $22.9 faferdss o1, STafeh BIadl 2024 & I $19.5 fforasr 4|

Decline in Gold, Silver, and Crude Imports

AT, It 31X Fea do & 3T A REe

e India’s gold and silver imports stood at $2.7 billion, the lowest since June 2024
when it was $2.5 billion.

SR T |et 3T =TT 7 AT $2.7 RfrTer @1, St {7 2024 & 91¢ @ah FH 4T, 519 Ig
$2.5 faferger |

e Crude and petroleum imports were valued at $11.89 billion, the lowest since July
2023, when it stood at $11.81 billion.

Fed ad 3R IAfI F1 3T $11.89 feTeT @1, S FATE 2023 F G FAR FA @1,
9 Ig $11.81 fafager am)

Exports and Imports Performance

forata 31 3T &1y

e India exported goods worth $36.9 billion in February 2025, while imports dropped
to a 22-month low of $50.9 billion.

HadY 2025 F 0 7 $36.9 RferTer qea & avqgat w1 e R, safe smama 22 #da
& foraer FaX $50.9 Rferyer @& fa o
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e Onayear-on-year basis, exports declined by 10.84% in February 2025.
I9-gT-¥ AR 9T, BIET 2025 # A4 10.84% we 14|
e Imports shrunk by 16.3% in February 2025, compared to the same period last year.

HIE) 2025 H AT 16.3% ©€ 1T, ST Aol I h1 AT 3raTe T Joialt H e AT

Trade Deficit Comparison
SAIR ©TE Y Jelell

e The average trade deficit during the first 10 months of FY2025 was over $23
billion, which was significantly higher than the February 2025 level.

FY2025 & gger 10 AT 7 3itaa samar grer $23 Rfeas @ 30+ 91, 5 v&ad 2025 &
TR A F1hY {0 47|

e Aditi Nayar, chief economist at ICRA, noted that part of the year-on-year export
decline was due to the base year effect of the leap month.

IMSHIRT i A& et Ff e a7 hgr o ad-g3-a¢ foratr F Prae w1 o
fRrar T ¥ & ITUR YT & FIROT 47|
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|GS Paper Ill: S&T |
A jJab In time
India must push for vaccination against
the flu for the elderly

ith recent reports indicating a rise in
W the seasonal influenza cases in the
Delhi-NCR area, it is once again time
to issue a cautionary note and make a renewed
effort to push adult vaccination in the country.
The predominant strains involved this season are
Influenza A and Influenza B, many treating phys-
icians and pulmonologists have reported. In-
fluenza, with the moniker flu, is a contagious res-
piratory illness caused by viruses. While it is
routinely conflated with the common cold, since
the symptoms present similarly — sudden cough
and sore throat, with high fever, accompanied by
muscle pain, body aches, headaches, fatigue and
stuffy nose — it is not quite the same. Both are
caused by different viruses and can have varying
symptoms and severity. The flu causes mild to se-
rious illness, requiring hospitalisation some-
times, and in a few cases, mostly coinciding with
a delay in hospitalisation, can even lead to death.
In India, there are two peaks of seasonal influen-
za, one from January to March and the other in
the latter part of the southwest monsoon, in Au-
gust-October. India has developed a near real
time surveillance of cases of Influenza like Tllness
(ILI) and Severe Acute Respiratory Infections (SA-
RI) presenting themselves in health facilities.
This programme was further strengthened and
made more robust during and after the COVID-19
pandemic. There is also real time surveillance
through the country-wide network of diagnostic
laboratories. Epidemiologists say influenza sur-
veillance is a key tool to keep tabs on circulating
strains, and define seasonality, besides, playing
an important role in syncing vaccination with re-
levant circulating strains. With all this informa-
tion in place, it is highly unlikely that health man-
agers will miss any seasonal uptick of cases.
However, the task at hand for governmentsis a
little more complex - it is about being prepared
to handle the outbreak by anticipating it and in-
culcating a sense of preservation, particularly
among the high-risk groups ranging on the ex-
tremes of the age spectrum. Attention should be
paid to children, senior citizens and people with
chronic respiratory conditions. Key among the
interventions recommended is increasing aware-
ness on vaccination for influenza; in fact, people
of all ages will benefit from a periodic shot of the
updated flu vaccine. While vaccination for chil-
dren is, by and large, acceptable, and an area of
focus for all health managers, adult immunisa-
tion gets the short shrift. At the moment, it is left
to the whims and resources of State governments
to offer adult vaccinations. Targeted awareness
campaigns must be clear, urgent in tone, and
make an impact on the high-risk groups particu-
larly, because, very simply, vaccines save lives.

A jab in time
AT 9T EhIHIor

. India must push for flu vaccination for the elderly, especially
with the rise in seasonal influenza cases in the Delhi-NCR region.

HIT Y T3t & FAT e, Srprahor Y Fgrar a1 =1fge, Ay s &
feree-Tereliany &v & #tasT geFe[us ATAET # JEf FY @ gU|
. The predominant strains this season are Influenza A and
Influenza B, as reported by physicians and pulmonologists.

58 AEA # W@ T FFeUar A IR seFe[Wen B 8, S o Rifteast
3R BHS A1 FALAYAY S FAAT L

. Influenza (flu) is a contagious respiratory illness caused by
viruses, often confused with the common cold but with different
severity and symptoms.

FFe[USAT (oY) U HohTHeh 2aqdeT T ¥, S AT & HROT gl § 3R
37FEY WTUROT JH1T § Sfara fmar Sirar 8, Afehet seeh wrator 3y asfiear
3rereT gYelt B

. Flu symptoms include high fever, sudden cough, sore throat,
muscle pain, headaches, fatigue, and nasal congestion.

el & ST F Ao TER, IaTaid Gid, e 7 e, Arwaf 7 &8,
foee, ashret 3 ag 7 nfAer ¢

o While flu is usually mild, in some cases, it requires
hospitalization and can even lead to death if untreated.

gTeliTeh e HAAR TR &1 BIlT 8, olichel oy HIHeA! &, Ig FETAT A
s1cil g1t Y TR YT FT FHaT § 3R 3RT s 7 AR W gIaH
sfY &Y T &

Seasonal trends and surveillance
Ftaeft ygfer st et

. In India, influenza peaks twice a year: January-March and
August-October (during the southwest monsoon).

HR &, geFe[Ust a¥ H & IR TRHA W gl & STaAa{l-Ad 3R 3ored-
FagaT (STRTOT-afvest AT F el |

e India has developed near real-time surveillance for Influenza-like Iliness (ILI) and
Severe Acute Respiratory Infections (SARI).
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HRT o geFelUat ot diAArY (IL1) 31T 73R offar eq@er HaAOT (SARI) & forw aremsrar
EAa® AT IR vorrel Rwfaa #r &

o This surveillance system became stronger after COVID-19, with a nationwide
network of diagnhostic labs tracking cases.

IE RIS JuTrelt COVID-19 & &g 3R A &1 718, fad &ensR # seafes deq &1
ATad AT ¢ FT @8

o Epidemiologists emphasize influenza surveillance to track circulating strains and
sync vaccinations accordingly.

AR faforat 1 ATt § & serouan it fAerrel smraeas B, SHd hae arr ®2a
TEHTe 81 Tk 3 EIHTHIT 38 TR T ST T |

Challenges in vaccination efforts
SrpTeRIoT ATal Y At

e While health authorities can detect seasonal outbreaks, the bigger challenge is
preparedness and prevention.

gTeTieh Taeed AR Ata#) ghdt 1 901 o9 o 8, afehed dORY 3R Ay v 931
ERICIECIRER]

e High-risk groups include children, senior citizens, and those with chronic
respiratory conditions.

3o A a1 Foggl & 7=, g1 IR i eawer Aot & RFa der anfdver €
e Flu vaccination awareness is crucial, especially for high-risk groups who benefit
most from periodic flu shots.

ol FTHIOT AT 356 AGeaqer &, fI &9 & 327 AT are w9t & fow, s
FAT-TAT W Fe dFdIT oot & T At amenfeaa i &1

e While child vaccination is widely accepted, adult immunization is often ignored,
making awareness campaigns essential.

STET T=d) & ARTHI0T F ITYH T A FTNFR THAT ATAT &, TET TIEDRT T EIRTHI0T FAT
ASII3TETS T &1 AT &, fHTw SR fAIET Y s 31T ¢ S 81

The need for government intervention

THRY gETAT Y HTTIFHAT

e Adult flu vaccination programs vary across states, depending on state government
policies and resources.

TUEF Tl AIFTHIUT FRFA AfReeT Tl A IFe9T-31e19 §, FA1Th Ig T FHRI HiY
st skt FaTeEt W) SR aRar g
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e The government must launch targeted awareness campaigns that are clear, urgent,
and impactful.

TXhR T AT ATTERAT HIRATT Y& F31 AR, S Tve, cala R wsmaere gi

e Vaccines save lives, and increasing awareness is the most effective intervention to
protect high-risk populations.

&1 Sfaer T §, 3R 3o SR arer Al A GRat & fAT IeRdHar g gad gord
39T B
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The barriers faced by construction workers

[GS Paper Ill: Employment in Construction Sector |

|GS Paper Il: Welfare of Construction Workers |

onstruction is the

fastest-growing sector,

contributing about 9% to

the national GDP and
projected to reach $1.4 trillion by
2025. Around 3 crore workers are
estimated to be working in this
sector in India by 2030. However,
last month, Larsen and Toubro
Chairman and Managing Director,
N. Subrahmanyan, voiced growing
concerns over labour shortages in
the sector. He said that some
workers are reluctant to relocate
for work due to the availability of
welfare schemes, which offer
them financial security. This
narrative oversimplifies the
structural issues that construction
labourers face.

A fragmented journey
Construction workers, especially
migrant labourers, endure a
fragmented employment
landscape characterised by
frequent relocations, high job
insecurity, inconsistent access to
welfare benefits, and precarious
working conditions. Despite legal
frameworks such as the Building
and Other Construction Workers
(Regulation of Employment and
Conditions of Service) (BOCW)
Act, 1996, accessing welfare
entitlements remains a significant
challenge. Around 5.65 crore
construction workers are
registered with State construction
boards. These have collected
around ¥70,000 crore cesses,
which are to be used for the
welfare of construction workers.
But this amount largely remains
unutilised due to a series of issues.

A primary barrier for
construction workers is obtaining
and maintaining the
documentation required for
welfare registration. Proofs of
identity, date of birth, and
residence are essential documents
for accessing benefits. However,
due to the transient nature of their
work, many labourers lack
permanent addresses, making it
difficult for them to secure
documents such as birth
certificates, residence proofs, and
rental agreements.

Tarun Cherukuri
Founder and CEO.
Indus Action

Harshil Sharma
Director
Government
Relations, Indus
Action

The narrative
that welfare
schemes
disincentivise
work
oversimplifies
the structural
issues facing
construction
labourers

The requirement for an
‘employment certificate’ validating
90 days of work in a year further
complicates the process. This
document is typically issued by
employers, but in the case of a few
States, it is substituted by
self-certification or a trade union
certificate. Still, employers are
majorly called or visited for
verification. Contractors are
unwilling or unable to provide
certificates or requisite
information to the State, leaving
workers unable to prove their
eligibility. Additionally, verification
protocols vary across States.

While State governments collect
a1-2% construction cess under the
BOCW Act to fund worker welfare,
approximately 75% of it remains
unutilised, according to a 2023
Parliamentary Standing
Committee report. This
discrepancy is largely due to the
fragmented nature of worker
databases, inconsistent
verification protocols, and
cumbersome registration
processes. For example,
construction workers affected by
seasonal employment disruptions,
such as heat waves, struggle to
access direct benefit transfers
despite legal provisions. During
the ban on construction due to air
pollution in north India, lakhs of
workers lost their livelihoods but
faced delays and administrative
challenges in securing financial
relief. The lack of digital public
infrastructure to facilitate rapid
disbursement exacerbates their
vulnerability.

Migrant workers often move
across multiple States searching
for employment, but the absence
of interoperable systems means
that benefits registered in one
State cannot be accessed in
another. For instance, a worker
registered under the Haryana
BOCW Board loses access to
welfare if he relocates to Delhi.
This disrupts continuity in welfare
delivery and discourages workers
from registering altogether.

Proposed solutions
To address labour shortages in the

Barriers Faced by Construction Workers

construction industry, we propose
the following actionable reforms.
First, a unified national labour
identification system, akin to the
One Nation One Ration Card
scheme, would facilitate
inter-State portability of welfare
benefits. If BOCW registrations are
linked to UAN on e-Shram and
worker data across States is
integrated, construction labourers
could access their entitlements
regardless of their location.

Second, State governments
should adopt open-source digital
platforms to improve the
accessibility and efficiency of
welfare schemes. Implementing a
centralised portal with
standardised workflows would
reduce administrative delays and
enhance transparency. Such
platforms can also support
automated verification through
Aadhaar seeding and real-time
tracking of welfare disbursement.

Simplifying documentation
protocols by accepting alternative
proofs, and relaxing the
verification protocols, can ease
the process. State governments
can facilitate bulk registration
through on-site camps, ensuring
that large construction projects
maintain accurate worker records.
This would reduce dependency on
employer-issued certificates.

Investing in skill development
programmes for construction is
essential for addressing long-term
labour shortages. A robust skilling
ecosystem tailored to meet the
evolving demands of the industry
can enhance worker productivity
and retention. But skilling alone is
not enough — ensuring safe and
dignified work environments is
equally critical for maintaining
workers’ health and efficiency.
Construction firms can play a key
role in this by committing to both
medium-term skilling initiatives
and improved workplace
standards, creating a more stable,
skilled, and resilient workforce.

In conclusion, labour shortages
cannot be addressed without
acknowledging and resolving the
systemic barriers to welfare access
and employment continuity.
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fawTor AR garT WrHAT i T el MU

Construction is the fastest-growing sector, contributing about 9% to
the national GDP and projected to reach $1.4 trillion by 2025.

farsTor &7 g A @ Tgar &7 &, Y TSI GDP &7 9% ANTErT ar § 3
2025 T $1.4 Refoas T Tgae $1 A ¢

Around 3 crore workers are estimated to be working in this sector in India by 2030.
I AT & foh 2030 TF R A AN 3 FN3 HIAF 7 &7 7 H1o X T giav|

Last month, Larsen and Toubro Chairman and Managing Director, N.
Subrahmanyan, voiced concerns over labour shortages in the sector.

oo A, A Us gat & 3reret 3 yay fAdere, ve. eedvad, o 59 a1 7 AT
$r FHT W R—IAT cgea

He mentioned that some workers are reluctant to relocate due to the availability of
welfare schemes, which offer them financial security.

37giol gl foh T HTHh FEATTHRY FISTATHT T ST & HROT FAATART gt &
yfareges 8, il I ATt 3¢ 3T geaT Jere wch &1
However, this oversimplifies the structural issues faced by construction workers.

grelifeh, Ig fAHATOT sif&eR! SaRT TTHAT T ST ATell FIAATCHS TATATHT I T T A
TEId FT ¥

A Fragmented Journey

Wﬁ'@frgéw

Construction workers, especially migrant labourers, endure a fragmented
employment landscape characterized by frequent relocations, high job insecurity,
inconsistent access to welfare benefits, and precarious working conditions.

foraTor 53, AT 7 & yareh #srgy, U @ §T AR TReed 7 AT A ¢,

w1 gRfEafaar anfaa €

Despite legal frameworks like the Building and Other Construction Workers (BOCW)
Act, 1996, accessing welfare entitlements remains a significant challenge.

farator 3iiv 3 favaAtor siff (BOCw) arferfarasr, 1996 Sieft #iefett sqawam3it & srasg,
Around 5.65 crore construction workers are registered with State construction
boards, which have collected around ¥70,000 crore cesses for worker welfare.
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ST 5.65 F3 fAATT 4w T fsAtor St & @y wSiehd &, el A Feamor &

T SareTar 70,000 FAS 3YFHI Uehd [haT g
e However, alarge portion remains unutilized due to various administrative issues.

gTellfeh, 7E TITRY T T T REAT TR IS FATAIHT & FROT AT IST 3T T

Challenges in Accessing Welfare Benefits

Wmmmaﬁa?qg‘”ﬂﬁa?rga‘rﬁﬁ

e Aprimary barrier for construction workers is obtaining and maintaining
documentation required for welfare registration.

forHToT sifient & forw ayear amem e gsfieor & fow 3aede aFardst e F3ET 3

AT I@AT B |

e Proofs of identity, date of birth, and residence are essential, but many workers lack
permanent addresses, making it difficult to get birth certificates, residence proofs,
and rental agreements.

g, SeAtar AR e & v T smaas 8, dfeha 33 sffet & gra T gar a8y
gIar, g e YT 97, fard vATor 9 31 R & gAstia urea AT SiesT 8 Sran
gl

e The requirement of an employment certificate validating 90 days of work in a year
further complicates the process.

T&h ¥ # 90 &1 & FIF I YATOIT ey & ToIT ASRIR THTOT F hT ATT2Thar YiehaT sl
IR ST TS g

¢ Many contractors are unwilling or unable to provide the required information, making
workers unable to prove their eligibility.

&S SHER AR oot A IJFAY A1 Hfa=g® g ¢, [STad A AT & fow srqelt arar
AT AT AR &1 STl &

Underutilization of Funds

AfeaY &1 3rqaiea 39Aer

e State governments collect 1-2% construction cess under the BOCW Act, but 75%
remains unutilized, as per a 2023 Parliamentary Standing Committee report.

TSI WFHN BOCW IAATH & dgd 1-2% fAATT 39T Teha T &, dfhed 75%
Y g §, 2023 1 FHGT TArf TR A RAe & 3r7ar |

e This is due to fragmented worker databases, inconsistent verification protocols,
and cumbersome registration processes.

wﬁ@g@ﬂﬁmmmmmmmmqﬁvmﬂaxm
gl
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o For example, construction workers affected by seasonal employment disruptions,
such as heat waves, struggle to access direct benefit transfers, despite legal
provisions.

3e1830T & for, Ata#Y VSR cgaumat, S 3 aredt & st & genfaa AT sifae, d@e
SITST §EATTIOT (DBT) Th Tgdot H HISATST b1 HHAT X &, FHlefelt TraeTail o STasig |
e During the construction ban due to air pollution in north India, lakhs of workers lost

their livelihoods but faced delays and administrative challenges in securing financial
relief.

3T SR A 1Y TGHOT o o fvaavor gferarer & aRreT, ol A A & 3191 srshfasr @
&, Jfre R g wrea FXa & 38 3tk werw s gHEA3Ht 7 AT AT gsT

o The lack of digital public infrastructure further worsens their vulnerability.

RfSreer aTdwTor el ahd & ot 3o ity F1 T agT e &1

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

Challenges for Migrant Workers

el sifR & fare etferat

e« Migrant workers move across multiple States in search of employment, but the
absence of interoperable systems prevents them from accessing benefits across
States.

ARl HfAF ASER FI Ty 7 FF T H TAAARA 8 6, offohel HaAX-IAT JTTel Y
FUTEYTer & FHROT AT TIed oTeT &Y a1t

e Forinstance, a worker registered under the Haryana BOCW Board loses access to
welfare if he relocates to Delhi.

3TeXT & forw, gRAOT BOCW &1 7 dalieha Ueh #fie 3R Reelt TareidRd glar g, at
IE FEATHNT a1 aF Ggd @ AT 8

e This disrupts continuity in welfare delivery and discourages workers from registering
altogether.

$EY Hedror faaver Y fataar aifa gidr & 3R #1fAs doheor Hie & a9 &

Proposed Solutions

qEdrfad GHTTT

e To address labour shortages in the construction industry, we propose the following
actionable reforms.

farafor 3eher & sfAwT i Ft 1 g F & AT, g7 ArATi@d saraeie gur
gEATad L B

e First, a unified national labour identification system, akin to the One Nation One
Ration Card scheme, would facilitate inter-State portability of welfare benefits.

Page54

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

a
www.patrioticias.in

Pa

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

la

T TG, ThIhe TSI HTATF TgaTet TOIel, S FoT AT qef AT FTS AISTelT o FHTA
21l 3aR-TT Fearor ot Y NERTA 1 Gara 0

If BOCW registrations are linked to UAN on e-Shram and worker data across States
is integrated, construction labourers could access their entitlements regardless of
their location.

If& BOCW 9Sfiaor &1 -4 & UAN & S1sT ST 31 Treat & siffres 31 1 wehiepet fomar
ST, oY fosor s 3w gieremait r omer Rt off T & wrow X A

State governments should adopt open-source digital platforms to improve the
accessibility and efficiency of welfare schemes.

TS THFRI 1 Go-Hie B caewmit 1 9= @rfgw arfes FeAmorar Arsrenait Hr
T 3 ZaTeT A FUR &1 Tk

Implementing a centralised portal with standardised workflows would reduce
administrative delays and enhance transparency.

AASIGHA Tl & AT Felgpe GIEeT I AR o § wemafas §& w1 geft 3R arefiar
Tt

Such platforms can also support automated verification through Aadhaar seeding and
real-time tracking of welfare disbursement.

U Tl ATUR HFT & ATeTHT F Taa1fad Fedmaa 3R weamor faaror fr faer-esa
T T THST IR TR &

Simplifying documentation protocols by accepting alternative proofs and relaxing
verification protocols can ease the process.

dFTeas TATUIN A THHR Flh 3R AT FENFiel FT I TATHT GEATATHIOT
UfRITHT F ITHTT ST 5T ThaT &

State governments can facilitate bulk registration through on-site camps, ensuring
that large construction projects maintain accurate worker records.

ST TXFN IHTT-ATET el & ATCTH U AN GolaHor T AT Jere X ol 8, oraa a3
fasTor RS F 7 AfAw Rars gm0 W 51 T |
This would reduce dependency on employer-issued certificates.

$HY AT garT I TATOTGET 9¥ fXeiRar A gl

Skill Development and Workplace Improvement

Flerer s iR FrITTd gUR

Investing in skill development programmes for construction is essential for addressing
long-term labour shortages.

farafor & 7 wlerer ey FRAFAT A e w Qedwrfas sffF w4l #l g w & fav

I ¢

A robust skilling ecosystem tailored to meet the evolving demands of the industry
can enhance worker productivity and retention.
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3G $Y g AR I G He & foIT dAR 6T 7107 T Aorqe terer ik feafad a=
ST Searearar 3R Fafiea 7 GUR T G 2|

o However, skilling alone is not enough — ensuring safe and dignified work
environments is equally critical for maintaining workers’ health and efficiency.

greliten, Rt sterer wiRraTor v et § — QRI&T 3R FFATASToT FT ATraRor iAted
AT AR F T 3R GaTaT A0 W & T FAT §9 F AgcaquT g

e Construction firms can play a key role by committing to both medium-term skilling
initiatives and improved workplace standards.

forator Shuforar wreTs srafer & wierer GfIeToT FrIHAT IR FUR FT HETA ATARI T 1]
Xk FgcaquT AT fovat Fehel &

« This would create a more stable, skilled, and resilient workforce.

5ad T AfAF TR, Ferer 3R wered wrdae &1 AT g

Conclusion

sy

e Labour shortages cannot be addressed without acknowledging and resolving the
systemic barriers to welfare access and employment continuity.

HTAH Y Fl T T Toh T AL T ST Fhell ST Toh foh Feaor Arsit A g 3K
VSR fAEAT & STGEARIT JTen3it S T Fleh g oTgT [T SITdT|
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Railways is in good
financial condition,
Minister tells House

GS Paper Il
Railways
NEW DELHI

The allocation for the Rail-
ways has increased to 32.5
lakh crore from 325,000
crore in the past 10 years,
and the sector has come
out of the difficulties it had
faced during the pandem-
ic, Railway Minister Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw said in the Ra-
jya Sabha on Monday.

Replying to a debate on
the workings of the Rail-
way Ministry, he said that
the Railways was fulfilling
its expenses from its own
income because of the
good performance. Listing
out the numbers, he said
the revenue for 2023-24
had been ¥2.78 lakh crore,
while expenses had been
around %2.75 lakh crore.
Expenses included staff
costs of around 1.16 lakh
crore, pension payments
of around 66,000 crore,
power bill of around
¥32,000 crore and financ-
ing cost of 325,000 crore,
he said.

“Overall, the financial
condition is good and we
are trying to improve it on
a constant basis,” he said,
adding that the subsidies
for passengers for provid-
ing stable rail fares had al-
so increased.

Cargo charges have also
helped meet the needs of
passenger subsidies, he
said. “If you look at a jour-
ney of 350 km, 121 is the
fare of general class in In-
dia, ¥400 in Pakistan, 3413
in Sri Lanka. This is the
same in almost all catego-
ries,” he said, adding that
the Centre is focusing on
safety too.

Responding to Opposi-
tion charges about recruit-
ment being stagnant, the
Minister said that five lakh
people were employed by

Ashwini Vaishnaw

the Railways in the past 10
years and that recruitment
process was currently un-
der way for one lakh va-
cancies.

Opposition members
had also criticised the way
safety and passenger facili-
ties were being handled by
the Railways. Left MP A.A.
Rahim said lack of adeq-
uate appointments was di-
rectly linked to the safety
in the Railways.

Lok Sabha debate

Participating in the Lok
Sabha debate on the De-
mands for Grants under
the control of the Railway
Ministry for 2025-26, the
Congress’s Varsha Gaikwad
said that making Instagram
Reels would not help the
Railways as it was on a
“ventilator” because of
poor management.

Trinamool member Ka-
lyan Banerjee said the allo-
cation for passenger amen-
ities had been falling.

Mr. Banerjee, and Karti
Chidambaram of the Con-
gress raised the issue of
stampede at the New Delhi
Railway Station during the
Maha Kumbh.

DMK MP S. Murasoli
urged the government to
appoint persons speaking
the language of the respec-
tive States at railway sta-
tions and ticket counters.

Railways is in good financial condition,
Minister tells House

a6 fod RRufa 3= &, 7= o " & Tamn

The allocation for the Railways has increased to
%2.5 lakh crore from ¥25,000 crore in the past 10
years.

o 10 a6t & Yo T 3deT 25,000 FOS F 66T
¥2.5 9 FUS & AT &

e The sector has overcome the difficulties it faced during the
pandemic, Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said in the Rajya
Sabha on Monday.

T & o AGTANY F et 3m$ FfSasal F ar & forar g, Yo &5

g Fsorg o AHAAR F ASTTHT A FgT|

e Replying to a debate on the working of the Railway Ministry,
he said that the Railways is fulfilling its expenses from its own
income due to its good performance.

YT FATAT F FIHGTS U 96H & NI, 3oalet el [ I 39T 37D
gl & FROT T AT & H9 TF R FT @

Financial Performance of Railways

Yera Y faeir yeeler

e The revenue for 2023-24 was ¥2.78 lakh crore, while expenses
were ¥2.75 lakh crore.

2023-24 ® {1 FT AT T2.78 1 FS T, Siafh @Y £2.75 A1
U3 TET|

e The expenses included:

o %1.16 lakh crore for staff costs

o 66,000 crore for pension payments
o ¥32,000 crore for power bills

o ¥25,000 crore for financing costs

gd # A &
o  ¥1.16 AT FUS FAYRAT & add & o

o ¥66,000 FNZ FereT [T o forw
o ¥32,000 F3 farsrel faer & forw
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o ¥25,000 FU3 e amral & fow
e The financial condition is good, and the government is constantly working to
improve it.
Yera oy farefrr Reurfer areddy €, 3R AT 58 SaTaR FURA FT T FI 8 8
e The subsidies for passengers to provide stable rail fares have also increased.

it & fore R Y e wae 3 wfewd s agr§ 1§ ¥

Cargo and Passenger Fare Comparisons

AT gerts 31 ar Rre &y Jerar

e Cargo charges have helped in covering passenger subsidies.
AT oITS Yok o AT Afows) Y U FA H AGE A ¢
e Comparing rail fares for a 350 km journey:
o %121 inIndia

o %400 in Pakistan
o %413 in Sri Lanka

350 faRaY Y ITaT T FRIET:
o WRAHFZI21
o UIfREATe & T400
o #fieieT &/ %413

Recruitment and Safety Concerns

el e qeam & o g

e Responding to Opposition’s charges about stagnant recruitment, the Minister said
that 5 lakh people were employed by the Railways in the past 10 years.

faraat & wehr g§ orclf & R 7 STaTe & gE, FA A e h Mo 10 a9t A Fod # 5 o/
AT Y AT T arm |

e Therecruitment process is currently underway for 1 lakh vacancies.
1 s RiFaat & fow sdf aftkar adame & sl 81

e Opposition members criticized the handling of safety and passenger facilities.
vl wewat & g 3 I glawnsd & e i srater #i

o Left MP A.A. Rahim said that lack of sufficient appointments is directly affecting
railway safety.

arAvt e T.T @ o el [ gaiea fagfFaat f w Yord & gram & @i wenfaa
FT I L
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Lok Sabha Debate on Railway Ministry
AFHHT H Tod AAT W T6H

e Congress MP Varsha Gaikwad said that making Instagram Reels will not help the
Railways, which she claimed was on a "ventilator" due to poor management.

FTAY iHE INT AMIFATS o FgT [oh ST Joq T ¥ Id T A AT a1, FAifh
T Yt & HROT I "dfeder W

e Trinamool Congress MP Kalyan Banerjee said that the allocation for passenger
amenities has been decreasing.

U FIAH HIHE FEAIT Feiait o gt 6 A gRremsit & e srdes w47 81 @i

e Congress MP Karti Chidambaram and Kalyan Banerjee raised concerns over the
stampede at New Delhi Railway Station during the Maha Kumbh.

FAY FiHE F1ict REaweT iR Fearor gersit o FAgrHer F SR 78 Reelt o R w
$79TE3 I oI AT SIS |

e DMK MP S. Murasoli urged the government to appoint station and ticket counter
staff who can speak the local language.

SITHS WHE TH. AN o THR T ¥oa T2t 3R e F13et X wurEry smr aea
arel AR Y AFFT w3 1 31marE foha|
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Manufactured items hasten
Feb. WPI inflation to 2.38%

IGS Paper III: Inflation |

Prices of manufactured products rose to a two-year high of 2.86% in February; non-food primary

inflation hastened to 4.84% in the reporting month as against 2.85% in the previous month

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

holesale price
Winﬂatjon has-
tened to 2.38%

as cost of manufactured
food products, among oth-
ers, increased in February,
from 2.31% in the previous
month, according to data
from Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry.

Prices of manufactured
products rose to a two-year
high of 2.86% in the report-
ing month.

“Excluding food, core
manufactured WPI infla-
tion rose to 1.3% y-o-y from
1% in January. We think

Slight rise

WPl increased marginally after 3 consecutive months of decline as
prices of some food items like vegetable oils and beverages rose
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core WPl inflation mayrise ~ Economist at Barclays Re-

gradually over the coming
months, reflecting the rise
in international metal pric-
es in February,” said Aas-
tha Gudwani, India Chief

search. Primary articles
continued to dis-inflate for
six consecutive months
coming in at 2.81% in Fe-
bruary 2025. Food price in-

flation was at a four-month
low of 3.38% in February
2025. “Expectedly, the cor-
rection is now tapering,”
Ms. Gudwani wrote in the
research note. Non-food
primary inflation rose to
4.84% in the reporting
month as against 2.85% in
the previous month. The
increase was however on
account of a lower base,
Ms. Gudwani wrote.

Fuel and power sector
experienced a deflation of
0.71%, slowing from a fall
in prices by 2.78% in Janu-
ary 2025. Price change in
the sector has been in the
negative territory for seven
months.

Manufactured items hasten Feb. WPI inflation to 2.38%
fafia avqart @ vl F 9 Fqea ga=iF (WPI) Aaredfa Ht
2.38% de de1 T

Wholesale price inflation (WPI) rose to 2.38% in February, up from
2.31% in the previous month, due to an increase in the cost of
manufactured food products.
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TEd A AIF Jed TaFia (WPI) IS T6HT 2.38% 8 13, it Ao

A & 2.31% A 3’fF oY, gweh1 FRT TAFAT @Wreg Scurel A Fradl # gefer
T

e Prices of manufactured products rose to a two-year high of 2.86% in February 2025.

AT 3curel Y AT HLEd 2025 ﬁa‘rma;mawwz.sa%aawgamél

Core WPI and Metal Prices
Hel WP 3T a7 hr hreret

e Core manufactured WPI inflation, excluding food, rose to 1.3% y-o-y, up from 1% in
January.

WG TETdt Y BISH 7T (FR) WP HEEHIF ATATAT TR T 1.3% aF 7, S Stavady
H 1% oY

e International metal prices increased in February, which may lead to a gradual rise
in core WPI inflation in the coming months, according to Aastha Gudwani, India
Chief Economist at Barclays Research.

FRal # ARSI T A Frered 9, fHEw 3t arer A A PR WP FAEEHTY F o
X gEfer g wanclt B, 3T [3amh, R W@ e, arheet Ra & A

Primary and Food Inflation Trends

wrafas 3R @e AErehiia fr ygfa

e Primary articles continued to experience disinflation for the sixth consecutive
month, settling at 2.81% in February 2025.

WIfAE FEGIHT H AMAR 5 A Farehifar 7 Arae gor #1718, S e 2025 #
2.81% 9T AT S|

e Food price inflation dropped to a four-month low of 3.38% in February 2025.
Wadl 2025 # Wied FAERHI Teht TR A $ IeAa# Tl 3.38% T 9T ¥

e Non-food primary inflation rose sharply to 4.84% in February, compared to 2.85% in
the previous month.

I-wreT wrafeE Ferehifer wradl 7 96F 4.84% 8 71, S oo 7 2.85% ot

Fuel and Power Sector Inflation

§urer 3 Riorolt & oF sggredY
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e The fuel and power sector experienced deflation of 0.71% in February, improving
from a 2.78% decline in January 2025.

$eret 3 Forerelt &1 3 weadt 7 0.71% it Faredifar Frae gof Y 18, S sterady 2025 #
2.78% F firae & dgav 41|

e Price changes in this sector have remained in the negative territory for seven
months.

50 & # HAcll # IR Ao T1d A § THRIcaA 711 §3T &
TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1. A land where ambition grows minus an outbound ticket

U VHT A STET AGATHIET Td! & 9T fager I« i sSwd &
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A land where ambition grows minus an outbound ticket

he recent drama over the
unceremonious repatriation of Indians
who attempted illegally to enter the
United States of America, and who
ended up handcuffed and manacled in an
American military aircraft that dumped them on
the tarmac in Amritsar, raises a whole series of
issues. Migration, after all, is not merely a policy
issue. It is a human story, woven into our
collective memories and dreams.

Immigration has long been an integral part of
human history, shaping civilisations, economies,
and societies across the globe. India, with its rich
tradition of global engagement, has long seen its
people traverse continents in pursuit of
opportunity, new lives, better futures. Every year,
millions of Indians embark on this journey,
making India the country with the highest
number of emigrants in the world. Today, Indians
are no longer just workers abroad; they are
leaders, shaping global industries. With Sundar
Pichai at Google, Satya Nadella at Microsoft, and a
host of others born and raised in India heading
Fortune500 companies, Indian migrants drive
innovation and economic power in the West.
History proves that migration has always been a
force multiplier, enriching both migrants and
host nations. Yet, in an era of rising walls, both
physical and political, migration faces
unprecedented scrutiny.

A paradox that is painful
For decades, the lure of the American Dream has
beckoned young Indians with the promise of
economic opportunity, social mobility, and the
prospect of a better future. While the IT
engineers in Silicon Valley went on scholarships
or work visas and stayed on, the Sikh cab drivers
navigating the streets of New York may have
found less conventional means of entry. But these
illegal migrants are not fugitives but
opportunity-seekers wanting a fair shot at
prosperity. With remittances to India crossing
$120 billion in 2023, migration fuels a cycle where
families seek to replicate the success of relatives
abroad. It is the vast expanse of opportunity in
major U.S. cities, the promise of work under the
radar, and the prospect of eventual amnesty (like
so many before them) that draws them in. An
estimated 7,25,000 undocumented Indian
migrants — nearly one in four of all Indians in the
U.S. - live and work clandestinely in the U.S.

There is a painful paradox at the heart of
India’s illegal migration story. We celebrate tech
billionaires while youth unemployment soars,
showcase gleaming infrastructure while millions
struggle for dignified work. Tndia’s growth story
features booming statistics, shrinking
opportunities, and a rising economy still unable
to assure its own people that their future lies at
home.

The lure of foreign shores is sometimes about

The recent repatriation of Indians who attempted to illegally enter the
U.S. and were sent back in handcuffs on a military aircraft to Amritsar

Shashi Tharoor

is a fourth-term
Member of
Parliament
{Congress),

Lok Sabha, for
Thiruvananthapuram,
Chairman of the
Parliamentary
Standing Committee
on External Affairs,
and the Sahitya
Akademi
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The
unceremonious
repatriation of
Indians must
awaken those
who govern the
country — India
must become a
nation where
migration is an

necessity

A land where ambition grows minus an outbound ticket

U VAT A STET AGATHIET Fd! & QT fager I« i sSwd &

raises serious concerns.

T & F AT Y aradlY, gl 3rANST 3 3rder T A g2 A &y

Address

ambition, sometimes about survival. This has
birthed a thriving network of unscrupulous
agents weaving fantasies of western riches,
convincing even people from India’s most
prosperous States to leave. Gujarat — a State
championed as an economic sus story, the
launch-pad of the Prime Minister’s rise — sees
thousands risking everything to migrate. Punjab,
00, is revered as India’s breadbasket; it feeds the
nation, yet its youth are leaving in droves. Rising
unemployment, dwindling agricultural returns,
and an insidious drug crisis have eroded hope,
leaving many with little choice but to seek their
fortunes abroad, legally or otherwise.

In their desperation, many Indians turn to
shadowy networks, paying staggering sums to be
smuggled across borders. What was once the
path of young, single men now sees entire
middle-class families — the bedrock of India’s
ambitions- risking everything for a fresh start
abroad. The Gujarati family that froze to death
trapped in a snowdrift on the Canadian-U.S.
border in January 2022 was upper middle-class at
home. Some of those who were sent back by the
U.S. had paid a crore of rupees to get there. Who
would have imagined that people with a crore of
rupees would not thrive in India? Why is India,
one of the world’s fastest-growing economies, a
rising geopolitical force, and a nation with
unparalleled human capital, still unable to
provide enough opportunities for its own people?
Why has the pursuit of dignity, stability, and
economic security led millions of Indians to
distant shores, even where they are not welcome?
These are uncomfortable questions — ones we
can no longer ignore.

More mirage than dream

There is also the question of what they find when
they get there. The American Dream, once seen
as a golden ticket, is increasingly a mirage. Many
find themselves trapped in an endless cycle of
uncertainty — living in fear of deportation,
working in jobs that barely sustain them,
struggling to integrate into societies that, at times,
view them with racist suspicion. And for many
who leave, the struggle does not end when they
cross the border — it follows them, sometimes in
the most tragic ways. We hear of migrants
working endless hours in exploitative conditions,
of families back home waiting for news that never
comes. And now, for many, the journey merely
ends in humiliating deportation.

The United States is well within its legal
authority to return those who have entered its
territory unlawfully. They have been doing so: the
Biden administration deported 1,100 Indians in
the last fiscal year. Since October 2020, nearly
1,70,000 Indian migrants have been detained by
U.S. Customs and Border Protection while
attempting to cross the border illegally, largely
from Canada or Mexico; they are all subject to
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deportation. However, the manner in which this
process is conducted has been dismaying.
Deportation must be carried out with dignity and
a respect for human rights. The recent images of
shackled and handcuffed migrants being loaded
onto military aircraft, suggesting more a criminal
extradition of felons than an immigration
enforcement measure, have understandably
agitated Indians. Colombia and Mexico have
rejected such treatment of their citizens, rightly
arguing that deportation is an administrative
process, not a punitive spectacle. Humiliating
individuals to deter others serves no just purpose
— it merely erodes dignity and distorts
perceptions.

Issues to ponder over

We must ask: should a democracy treat another’s
citizens this way? Does border enforcement
Jjustify undermining the very values the deporting
nation upholds? Diplomacy is not just policy but
also a reflection of national character. While India
does not, and should not, endorse illegal
immigration, we cannot be silent spectators to
the mistreatment of our citizens. A nation’s
stature is not just economic clout or international
reach but the respect its passport commands.
True global engagement is not just about alliances
and trade deals; it is about setting an unwavering
standard — wherever an Indian stands, their
nation stands with them.

Another paradox: We hail the aspirational
young Indian, but he prefers to fulfil his
aspirations abroad. India must not be a place
migrants are forced to return to, but one they
want to return to. Those coming back are not just
deportees but skilled, ambitious individuals
whose aspirations can drive India’s growth. We
must make opportunities accessible to all, not
concentrated among the privileged. Inclusive
growth, innovation, and investments in
infrastructure, education, and entrepreneurship
must be national imperatives. More than just
jobs, India must offer careers that inspire people
to stay, build, and invest in their future here.

As the world builds walls, India must build
bridges — to opportunity, prosperity, and a future
where migration is an option, not a necessity. If
India is to truly rise, it must become a nation
where people do not feel compelled to leave, but
empowered to stay. India must not just be the
world’s largest exporter of talent but a magnet for
it — a place where ambition flourishes without an
outbound ticket, where success is celebrated at
home, and where prosperity is not a foreign
fantasy but a reality shaped on our own soil.

Let us make India, once again, a land of hope.
Not because the world is rejecting our people, but
because, if we do the right things, they will have
no need to look elsewhere.

The wriler is grateful to Urjasvi Ahlawat for her assistance
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Rrarat &' J=7 ar gl

e Migration is not just a policy issue, but a human story, deeply connected to
memories and dreams.

varae f v ifr 7 eer 78t 5, afow I5 v AT Fere 8, S et A wua @
TS A F gL

The role of migration in shaping history

STeTH & HHR A & YarweT HY s{fAHT

o« Immigration has shaped civilizations, economies, and societies across the world,
and India has always had a strong global presence.

YaTaT o g 7 werenai, srefeuawansit 3R e Y R R d, 3 aRa
gA ARaF T W Aoy 3qreyfa g F18 ¥

e India has the highest number of emigrants globally, with millions of Indians
moving abroad every year for better opportunities.

AR A gferm F W Irfer ware 8, STeT 8% Wi ol SRy Sg e Iraa”t Ay qerer A
fager ma €

e Indian migrants are now leaders in global industries, with Sundar Pichai (Google)
and Satya Nadella (Microsoft) heading top companies.

AT yart 3 ARTF AN & Aar g, S Fe arg (3peren) iR aear asen
(FTERETFe) A Huferal &1 Agea F W@ B

o Migration has always been a force multiplier, benefiting both migrants and host
nations, yet it now faces increasing restrictions.

Wgﬁanﬁwmmﬂﬁ?m?mﬂmaﬁtmaﬂaﬁﬁmgm%,
T oft 319 I Fodt WATHT 71 AT R ET &

A paradox that is painful

TS Negrs A

e The American Dream continues to attract young Indians due to its economic
opportunities and social mobility.

3 AR o 3797 o Jan3it Y 3w e ¢, FifF @t e rawv 3k o
3ot & T 3T ¢

e While IT professionals in Silicon Valley entered legally, Sikh cab drivers in New
York often found unconventional ways to settle.
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Y 3R 3rder JdET § TH FT TEAT I

lllegal migrants are not criminals, but opportunity-seekers, hoping for prosperity
and better lives.

3rader garet 3roRTelY €T g, Sfee srawR @ieret arer e g 8, S WA 3t e e
Y T H @

In 2023, remittances to India exceeded $120 billion, showing how migration supports
families back home.

2023 & A T A T YaTHY & Y AR $120 31T A 30 F o, God gar goarg &
Yara @ HRd & 9RaRt F 3 ggraar fAad 2

An estimated 7,25,000 undocumented Indians live in the U.S., nearly one in four of
all Indians in the country.

AT 7,25,000 AR Iraer &7 & IANFT & g 8, S & sraARTr A For s A @
aTsTer v =t ¢

India celebrates its tech billionaires, yet youth unemployment remains high and
many struggle for dignified work.

HI 3YA T IEITAT T T HATAT ¢, T 3 Jar sy arfer @ 31 &€ A
HFATTSIT® HTH T & fov §a¢§ &3 @ ¥

The lure of foreign shores

fader st i ATl 3 smaor

The desire to migrate is often driven by ambition or survival, with many falling prey to
illegal agents promising Western riches.

VAT Y $TOT HFET AGATHIAT AT SN { S5 Bl &, 3N S et afRasdt Gat
HYe=AdT T STET 3o Tl 33 Tael & SR & FS &

Even wealthy states like Gujarat see thousands risking everything to migrate.

TSI S FHEY T 41 §IRT oller 5o & T 69 $6 &[d Wl ¢

Punjab, known as India’s breadbasket, faces a crisis where youth leave in large
numbers due to unemployment and drug problems.

9oTe, S8 $TRA &1 3o SR gl ATdT &, TaT SR T AL Y THATIT & FROT 921
e # gar fRARw s e B

The January 2022 case of a Gujarati family freezing to death on the U.S.-Canada
border shows the desperation of migrants.

SeTadt 2022 H UF TRT IREAR FT FARFT-FA18T HAT R 83 F AT, Jariadr Hr ot
F g g

Some migrants paid over %1 crore to agents to reach the U.S., yet could not find
success at home despite their wealth.
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$o yarfaal A AR ggua & fav 2l 03§ 30+ fow, AR s oIRa A s a7 &
qAS[G Ahel A¢H &1 Fh|

The bigger question: Why is India unable to retain its talent?

A9 T3T YT AR 379 ¢ole Y FAY 1T Uk 9T T@T?

India is one of the world’s fastest-growing economies, yet millions still seek better
opportunities abroad.

AR gforar i Fa@ dit § Fodt rdegaryrat & & v g, O o amal aer fager 7 dgaw
raa]y Y qener &

Despite economic growth and technological advancements, India struggles to
assure its youth of a promising future at home.

3T gefer 3R a@eihT warfar & aras[g, TR 3r9e Janst F) &} W 3soad dfysy A
ARE & F srgad ¢

Dignity, stability, and economic security remain major concerns, pushing millions to
migrate even to unwelcoming nations.

wFT, et 3R an e e 3nl off 92 e 9 gU K, Forady ara e i it # oft
YA T FY AT § |

These are uncomfortable questions that India can no longer ignore.

¥ 3AES FIA aT TAT §, ot R 3T R ARSI A€ FT AHhedT|

More mirage than dream

Y § SITST UF HIGSOT

There is also the question of what migrants find when they arrive. The American
Dream, once seen as a golden ticket, is increasingly becoming a mirage.

TE Hael 87 35T § o varelt St aei ggaral § oY 3¢ a1 feran 81 3R a7, f58 sl

FITOT HTHT HIAT ST AT, 376 T FIASO FTcT ST T&T 2

Many face uncertainty, fear of deportation, low-paying jobs, and racist suspicion,
making survival difficult.

Fs oeT AfAfRaadr, A (Buréere) F =X, FF da arel AleRAT 3R FwT weg Fr
HIHAT P &, TaR ShaeT T 8 ST g

For many migrants, the struggle does not end after crossing the border; instead,
they end up in exploitative working conditions.

F< yariAal & T, Tu¥ AT IR FIA & 91 AT 181 21dT; Sfoh 3 AR HF
feufaat & v s &

Many families back home wait for news that never comes, while some migrants
face humiliating deportation.
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g IRAR 3raa Rireral A Gav & AR & T ¢, ST9h F& Tamfadl HY JqATToTeTs
fraTHeT T ATHAAT FHIT 9547 8

The harsh reality of deportation

fraTae Y FoR aredafaswdr

The U.S. is legally allowed to deport illegal immigrants, and the Biden
administration deported 1,100 Indians in the last fiscal year.

3R Y 3rder garfay w AT e #1 e AftER ¢, 3N A v A R
faeher € 3 1,100 st @1 faifaa R

Since October 2020, nearly 1,70,000 Indian migrants have been detained while
crossing the border illegally from Canada or Mexico.

3egaT 2020 &, ST 1,70,000 HRAT YaTfaat &t Feirst a1 AfFwe! & 3rder w7 & W
IR FT F SRIeT e 7 foram o

However, the manner of deportation has been criticized, as shackled and
handcuffed migrants being loaded onto military aircraft creates a criminal-like
image.

gTeriten, foraTaeT i aferar I 3maasT Y 7€ &, TS guws) 3R afzat # s+ yarfaar
a1 I A & werm 147, 59y I8 ITafAF Yeador ST o9 T B

Colombia and Mexico have condemned such treatment, arguing that deportation
should be an administrative process, not a humiliating spectacle.

mﬁmaﬁtﬂﬁ‘aﬁ#wma:mﬁﬁmaﬁ%ﬂga#aﬁgu%ﬁamw
g 9fhaT gl TR, o fF e qATToIT® qATm|

Issues to ponder over

[CEREZCE LR R, G

Should a democracy treat another country’s citizens this way? Does border
enforcement justify undermining human dignity?

FAT Teh ANl I GEY AU F ARTRST & WY VAT sJGgR FIAT Afg0? F471 AAT yacda
HITd TRHAT Y FAT AT H F1 3R [@ard?

Diplomacy is not just about policy but also a reflection of national character.
e dael Afadl d& A 781 g, afew 77 T 9l 77 st afafda @ 3

India must stand up for its citizens, even if it does not support illegal immigration.

T FY 31T ATITRPT F FATT T T&T FIAT TG, 370 & I8 3T TaTHT FT FAST o

LT B
A nation’s global stature is not just about economic power but also about the
respect its passport commands.
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FFATT 9T 3 foreiT &t B

True global engagement is not just about trade and alliances; it is about ensuring
the dignity of every Indian citizen abroad.

ARgs areie) Faer AR 3R TeTH=T g DT 78 §; T8 & dRT AnTiE i aRkEr
&Y FR&T FiARaa Fa FanR A o 3

India’s paradox: Why do ambitious youth leave?

AR &7 A Agcarwialt ar #41 fader s 82

We celebrate aspirational Indian youth, yet many prefer to achieve their dreams
abroad rather than in India.

FH HgcaTHial ST JaTait T STeaT FaATa 8, T 3 & Jrredt Jmenteiatt i fader F qu
AT THE I & |

India must become a place people want to return to, not one they are forced to
come back to after deportation.

TR Y VT TUTT TAAT ARV STgT AT FAesT A dtear arg, 7 & a7 STt 3 Aaia & 9
A # a9 31T

Those returning are not just deportees, but skilled, ambitious individuals whose
potential can fuel India’s growth.

AT9H 3T a1 Fael At aer 7gh §, dicen Feara, Agcarriedt safFa g, ey amrame
T ¥ RAFE & T9ER & Fad! &

Opportunities should not just be limited to the privileged; India must ensure
inclusive growth through investment in education, infrastructure, and
entrepreneurship.

AW Fae WYool I qF AR 781 g1oF AT, 3R ot e, gy aier 3k
segwefterar & faaer & At § ganaeh Ry giafkaa s afikel

India must build bridges, not walls

R I QAR AT, I qarat TfRw

As the world builds barriers, India must create pathways to opportunity and
prosperity.

o1 gferar drar &P FT W e, 7R 1 et AR wogfYr & v At geer i

Migration should be an option, not a necessity, meaning India must become a place
where people choose to stay.

UdTHT U fadeq 211 T1fR e, o o v rfaarddr, et 9a OHT 321 ) ST8T 19T I§1
qHE HL|
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e India must not just be the world’s largest exporter of talent, but a hub that attracts
talent from around the world.

HIRT T Fraret gforar F Fa@ 3rflre wfasm St arar &er 78t aoter aifew, afew T &
AT TIRT oY RTF wfasmsit &) 3msfa #1

e Success should be celebrated at home, and prosperity should not be a foreign
fantasy, but an Indian reality.
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e Letus make India a land of hope, not because the world is rejecting our people, but
because they no longer need to look elsewhere.
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Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in
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