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Fire rips through mghtclub in
North Macedonia killing 59

IGS Paper I: Mapping |
Agence France-Presse
SKOPJE

A fire tore through a night-
club in North Macedonia
early on Sunday, killing 59
people, apparently after
on-stage fireworks set the
venue ablaze, authorities
said, announcing arrest
warrants for four persons.

They said 155 injured
people had been taken to
hospitals across the coun-
try, 18 of them in critical
condition. Some of the
more serious cases were to
be taken to hospitals in
other European countries.

The blaze started in the
Club Pulse in the eastern
town of Kocani as the place
was packed with more
than 1,000 mostly young
fans attending a concert by
a popular hip-hop duo
called DNK.

Charred remains: The nightclub in the town of Kocani in North
Macedonia that caught fire early on Sunday. Ap

The fire was probably
caused by pyrotechnic dev-
ices “used for light effects,”
said Interior Minister
Pance Toskovski, who visit-
ed the scene with Prime
Minister Hristijan Mickos-
ki. “Sparks caught the ceil-
ing, which was made of ea-
sily flammable material,
after which the fire rapidly

spread across the whole

discotheque, creating thick
smoke,” Mr. Toskovski
said.

The head of the Kocani
hospital said that “most of
the dead suffered injuries
from the stampede”. “Se-
venty of the patients have
burns and carbon monox-
ide poisoning,” she said.

Fire rips through nightclub in North Macedonia killing 59
I HAAS AT & ArgeFdq & siivor 3mer, 59 e i Al
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A fire broke out in a nightclub in North Macedonia early on Sunday,
Killing 59 people.

AR d3% IR AWAENHIT F UF AgcFad A 311 o9 7, TR 59 At Hr
Ala gy a1

e Authorities suspect the fire was caused by on-stage fireworks, which set the venue
ablaze.

HRAFIRAT A1 FeE ¢ foh AT T TATC 7T IFAASTAT ITFIVI & HROT G 978 3 37T e
TS|

e Arrest warrants have been issued for four people in connection with the incident.

g TeAT & TaY F IR At & Bers PRFaR are ar fre e §)

Casualties and medical response

gdted 3 Rfercar yfafsrar

e 155injured people have been taken to hospitals across the country, with 18 in
critical condition.

155 Gl Y SR F HEqdreil #F o7t Fram = &, [5=137 18 Y grera arefiv s7ars o7 W
gl

e« Some of the seriously injured patients will be transported to hospitals in other
European countries for treatment.

Fo MR T F g 7SI A1 377 JUNT S0t & Ieqaral & AT AT Sollsl & fav|

Cause of the fire
31T9T 9T T HIROT

e The fire started at Club Pulse in the eastern town of Kocani, where over 1,000 young
fans had gathered for a concert by hip-hop duo DNK.

37797 et 2gT et & Forg Teq 7 o0, ST 1,000 ¥ 3 Far werwa Fa-g1a & DNK
%w#ﬁamﬁan’rﬁagm

e Interior Minister Pance Toskovski stated that the fire was likely caused by
pyrotechnic devices used for light effects.

6 HAl ITR SERIGERT o e foh 3T HHA: THTr waa & forw 3uer fvw arw
TfAerETSlt 3YFHIOI & HROT of3fT|
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e Sparks from the fireworks ignited the ceiling, which was made of highly flammable
material, causing the fire to spread rapidly across the nightclub.

nfaerErst ¥ Awel RN o & F 31191 gHwzar &), S iF rcafF saaade g @
&l oY, TSTHd 3T S @ Q ASeFaa 7 e 75

Casualties from stampede and smoke inhalation

#9eE 3R YU A g% aifa

e The head of Kocani hospital reported that most of the deceased died due to the
stampede.

FIATEA IETAT TH@ A AT o6 JrTAHIer sl A #Ale 31978 F FROT S|

e Seventy injured patients suffered from burns and carbon monoxide poisoning due

to the fire. 70 &Trer #AST &1 Ferwat AR FraeT AANIHTFATSS RAATFAAT H°1 FHAT AT T3

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)
1. 31 killed in U.S. strikes on Yemen; Houthis hit back
AN g F IHA & 31 AR T; gt F gerear fFa

2. Every noble attempt for peace with Pakistan met with
hostility, betrayal: PM

qIfeREdTeT & WY M Y §T A% gl H1 QA 3R
farearaaTa fAem: wuaah

3. Terror on the train
&I & Taw

4. The challenges of public health education in India

AR H gt fore Tareey e i golfaar

5. Rare success

gl AhelcT

6. Tackling the problem of nutrition

qiyor Hf gAEAT § Agear
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7. Should cancer be a notifiable disease?
FIT FET H T AT Q1 o Fre anfge?
8. Is Syria heading toward peace or more chaos?

FT HRAT enifer dr 3T 96 BT 8 A1 3R 38T 3RTSTHar
3?2

9. Global intelligence chiefs converge in Delhi meet
7% el 7 ARaw givar wpat # o 3w

10. New Bill proposes jail term up to 7 years for using
forged passport

T fer g STell ITH9IE & 39T 9T 7 "ol dh T TSI 6T

yEdTd HIAT &

11. In a 2014 judgment, Supreme Court had favoured
‘linguistic secularism’

2014 & T dael F, FHIA FIE 7 'A19TS eaifacdarar 1
qHYT foman

12. India, New Zealand resume trade deal talks after
decade

R IR ~gels o U gUF a1g SATIR FASAIT arat o &
AT HI
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31 killed in U.S. strikes on
Yemen; Houthis hit back

The rebels say their armed forces launched an attack on a US. carrier in the Red Sea; *hell will rain

down upon’ the militant group and Iran, its main backer, Trump warns; Tehran slams America

[GS Paper lI: IR

Agence France-Presse
Associated Press
SANAA

he first U.S. strikes
I against  Yemen’s
Houthis since Do-

nald Trump took office
killed 31 people on Satur-
day evening, the rebels
said, with the United States
President warning “hell
will rain down upon” the

Iran-backed group if it did
not stop attacking
shipping.

The Houthis said they
launched an attack on a
U.S. carrier in the Red Sea
on Sunday, hours after the
deadly strikes.

Iran’s Minister of Fo-
reign Affairs Abbas Aragh-
chi condemned the deaths,
and said Washington had
“no authority” to dictate
Tehran’s foreign policy.

The Houthis, who have

Deadly hit: Smoke rises from a location reportedly hit by U.S. air
strikes in Sanaa, Yemen, on Saturday. AP

attacked Israel and Red Sea
shipping throughout the
Gaza war, said children
were among those killed.
Attacks on Sanaa, as
well as on areas in Saada,
Al-Bayda and Radaa, killed
at least 31 people and
wounded 101, “most of

whom were children and
women”, Houthi Health
Ministry  spokesperson
Anis Al-Asbahi said.

The Houthis had said
earlier that the strikes “will
not pass without res-
ponse”. “In response to
this (U.S.) aggression, the

armed forces conducted a
military operation... target-
ing the US aircraft carrier
USS Harry Truman and its
accompanying warships,”
the group said in a state-
ment, adding it had
launched 18 missiles and a
drone.

Mr. Trump, in a post on
social media, vowed to
“use overwhelming lethal
force” to end the Houthi at-
tacks, which the rebels say
are in solidarity with Pales-
tinians amid the Gaza war.

Mr. Trump also issued a
stern warning to the
group’s main backer. “To
Iran: Support for the
Houthi terrorists must end
IMMEDIATELY!” he said,
adding it would be held
“fully accountable” for any
continued threats.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

31 killed in U.S. strikes on Yemen; Houthis hit back
HARNET gAS & AT A 31 AR 71T gl A geear fxar

The first U.S. strikes against Yemen’s Houthis since Donald Trump
took office killed 31 people on Saturday evening, according to the
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rebels. S15TTes T & YGHR THT & g1 IH & gidl RgifRal ¥ ggar
ARG goHeT ATAaR AT 1§31, Forwd 31 o AR 1T, Rt F ean)

e U.S. President Donald Trump warned that "hell will rain down upon" the Iran-
backed group if it did not stop attacking shipping. AR Iseafa SAEs ST

daraet & fa 3 &t gafdia woqg o Sredial W e dg 71 fhe, ot “avE S| a3am |

Houthis respond with an attack

g & gerear fRar

e The Houthis launched an attack on a U.S. aircraft carrier in the Red Sea on Sunday,

just hours after the deadly U.S. strikes. gldt fAgifgal & TRaR &1 a1 aPR & v 3ANEH
T areeh 9id W g R, ST AR gl & FO el a1 g3

e The group claimed to have launched 18 missiles and a drone targeting USS Harry

Truman and its warships. *&#g = grar faar foh 38 USS 38 23 3R 3w geeratal
T FARMTT TATH 18 fAATSe 31K v 2\ amr|

Reactions from Iran and global condemnation

&1er Y wfaferar 3k ARgs [

o Iran’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Abbas Araghchi, condemned the attack and said
Washington had "no authority" over Tehran’s foreign policy. $31eT & fager #=it

mmﬂﬁwmﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁgw%aﬁﬁmﬁmﬁﬁaﬂmﬁwﬁé
yfFR A 8

e The Houthis claimed that among those killed were women and children, with 101

people wounded. gt RgIRat & rar forar fs AR 1w et & Afgenv ikt == anfae 4,

3R 101 & uTare ge|
e The attacks targeted Sanaa, Saada, Al-Bayda, and Radaa, killing at least 31 people.

AT & AT, GIET, 3reA-Ae1 31X T FT =T 91T 7197, (59 F/ § FH 31 97 AR A7)

Trump’s warning to Iran

& £ S0 1 Aarae

e Trump vowed to use "overwhelming lethal force" to end the Houthi attacks, which
the rebels claim are in solidarity with Palestinians amid the Gaza war. €9 o " $I_Y

HId® Jel" FT YA FI HY A & arfer gl gFar oY Uerr o7 Toh, o g ame
Tey A Arfardfaal & srda A qarw &
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e Trump also issued a stern warning to Iran, stating: "Support for the Houthi terrorists
must end IMMEDIATELY!" g’cr#étmas‘raw—s"ra‘ara:ﬁ&agtrﬁr: gl srawarfeat &1
ARG U @ g g
o He added that Iran would be held "fully accountable" for any further threats. 3=glet
Ig ot FgT o S Y et oft 3 way F e " g ave e sem seem

Houthis (Ansar Allah)
gleft (3R 3reaE)

e Origin and Background

Featar 3 s

The Houthis, officially known as Ansar Allah, originated from the Zaydi Shia
community in northern Yemen. Their movement began in the 1990s, initially
focusing on cultural and religious revivalism. Over time, they transformed into a
formidable political and military force.

ghefl, e 3MTRIRIRG T & AR 3Teelle el STl &, AdY RIA FHE™ & 39w gu &
31 SeTehT gy IR THA H AT SeTehT 3ieTel=T 1990 & & 3 YT 3T, Sif IR &
Fiepias 3R arffis gaeerer @ Sid o1l @77 & a1, 3 T AfFaene Tereiias 3
e afFa a7 710

e Riseto Prominence
YHET 1 HIT 3T

In 2014, the Houthis seized the Yemeni capital, Sana'a, leading to the ousting of
President Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi. This action escalated into a broader conflict
involving regional powers.

2014 #, gt & Il TorerTedt e 9% Feon F foram, orad wsgufer reeige AT g
1 e W FE1 U3T| S Tea 7 a1 AfFaal F nfde F go dud F1 3R 7w =
feam|

e International Involvement

A Saudi-led coalition intervened in 2015 to restore Hadi's government, resulting in
a protracted conflict. The Houthis have received support from Iran, including
military aid, further complicating the situation.
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2015 #, FEAT & Aefea AT} MG o FIET TIHR Y FgTell & ToIv geaald fohar, foad
o GHT qF T arelt FuY U g1 3727 | AT S & worder e, et A
ergar o oo o, o fRufa sk afear gy i

o Designation as a Terrorist Organization

ITAHATET TS & T F ATHIFT

On January 22, 2025, the United States designated Ansar Allah as a Foreign
Terrorist Organization. This decision was based on their attacks on civilian
infrastructure, including airports in Saudi Arabia and the UAE, and assaults on
commercial vessels in the Red Sea.

22 SAa 2025 T, WIFA T IANFT A HAR IeaTe FT 0 faael smdwardy garea
0¥ | 7 fAoT 3ok arerie giaad o o garal, ¥33d) 3T 3R UAE & gar$
3gEt W gwal, 3R 3T @ & arfofSas Seet W gAat & HRT o |
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Every noble attempt for
peace with Pakistan met
with hostility, betrayal: PM

|GS Paper IlI: India's Foreign Policy|

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Noting that all of India’s at-
tempts to foster peace with
Pakistan have been met
with hostility and betrayal,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has expressed hope
that wisdom will prevail on
the leadership in Islama-
bad to improve bilateral
relations.

In a three-hour conver-
sation with American
scientist and podcaster
Lex Fridman, who re-
leased the episode on Sun-
day, Mr. Modi emphasised
his similarities to U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump, not-
ing that Mr. Trump seems
to have a clearer road map
for his second term. With
regard to China, he cited
the return to normalcy on
the border as evidence of
the power of dialogue over
discord and called for the
neighbours to cooperate in

Q Since the 21st
century is Asia’s

’i!“ [

century, we want India and

China to compete in a healthy "‘é" ]
and natural way. Competition is ¥ 4
not a bad thing, but it should 4

never turn into conflict
NARENDRA MODI
Prime Minister

the interest of global stabil-
ity and prosperity.

Recalling his own swear-
ing-in ceremony in 2014,
Mr. Modi said he had spe-
cially invited his Pakistan
counterpart, Nawaz Sharif,
with the hope that the two
countries could turn over a
new leaf.

“This sent a clear mes-
sage to the world about In-
dia’s commitment to peace
and harmony, but we
didn’t get the desired out-
come... Yet, every noble at-
tempt at fostering peace
was met with hostility and

betrayal. We

sincerely
hope that wisdom prevails

upon them and they
choose the path of peace.”

Despite past tensions
with China, Mr. Modi said
he favours dialogue over
discord. “Differences are
natural. When two neigh-
bouring countries exist,
occasional disagreements
are bound to happen... but
our effort is to ensure that
these differences don’t
turn into disputes.”

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Every noble attempt
for peace with
Pakistan met with
hostility, betrayal: PM

gifehEdre & 91 enfa
I g A Tl Bl GRAAL
3 faaraTa @
LD E]

Noting that all of India’s
attempts to foster peace
with Pakistan have been
met with hostility and
betrayal, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has
expressed hope that
wisdom will prevail on
Islamabad’s leadership
to improve bilateral

relations. TeITTHAY ag
AT o gt for R g@rr
UTfREdT & ATy Aaifa
T I & T3 garat

FY A IR Rearwara w1 AT 1 93T, AT segia 3 srars
STATATETG T Accd &THdT H THSTGRY el 3R gfaveir deer dgav g

e Inathree-hour conversation with American scientist and podcaster Lex Fridman,
who released the episode on Sunday, Mr. Modi emphasised his similarities with U.S.
President Donald Trump, noting that Mr. Trump seems to have a clearer road map

for his second term. 3rARFT A=A 31k IrswReT daq fhede & arr e ge iy
Fradia #, ST viiaEs IRar # S R &, A @ 3rAR$r aseafa saes cu &
T YA FATAAAT 9T R 2T 31N g7 o 0 & q@t FrdTer & faw Fose AsA9 31
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India-Pakistan relations and past efforts
e Recalling his own swearing-in ceremony in 2014, Mr. Modi said he had specially
invited his Pakistan counterpart, Nawaz Sharif, with the hope that the two countries

could turn over a new leaf. maﬁrzomﬁm@rwmwmgaﬁmmgcm
fop 3ogial AW & & 319 IIfhTdT=T HHFET sTarsr ai% F1 JTATIT FAr a1fh gy dor

TF o741 HEATT Y FI TF |

e “This sent a clear message to the world about India’s commitment to peace and
harmony, but we didn’t get the desired outcome... Yet, every noble attempt at
fostering peace was met with hostility and betrayal. We sincerely hope that

wisdom prevails upon them and they choose the path of peace.” "§8l gferar I T
Fyse weer i B s enifar 3R wggma & foe ufdaqy &, Aifehet gt #Astamet aRkome &t
fare... e oft, gX A% anifd warw Y A sik fRrearwend & wry e g7 $areer) @
3R Y § o 37 O Faerer) g1 @19 X 3 enifa 1 A o

India-China relations and the power of dialogue
HRA-HeT Ty 30X Harg Fr eafad

o Despite past tensions with China, Mr. Modi said he favours dialogue over discord.
@Y & W1y R qamet & drasg, A S Fa1 F T AqdiE F T Farg F A fAwar o
gl

o “Differences are natural. When two neighbouring countries exist, occasional
disagreements are bound to happen... but our effort is to ensure that these

differences don’t turn into disputes.” " #a¥g TaTAIfEAF &1 ST aF TSI or AlSE 81 &,
ot F-FHR WA g1 a7 8. fehed gART Y414 Ig GlATaa wvam @ i 3 wasie
fare & 7 75|

e Regarding China, he cited the return to normalcy on the border as evidence of the
power of dialogue over discord and called for the neighbours to cooperate in the

interest of global stability and prosperity. =ieT & W&t &, 3l HHAT W AT TUfa
Y TETeN T AGHE W HAG $T ATFA & THTOT & § H Farar R 3R Reuan 3k aogefer
& & A WEQWT FIet T TEar |
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|GS Paper II: Pakistan |

Terror on the train
Pakistan must solve Balochistan's
problems, not blame outsiders
T he attack on the Jaffar Express, on March

11, in a mountainous region of Balochis-
tan, is one of the most daring attacks by
the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) in recent
times. The BLA’s move, demanding the release of
Baloch militants from jails, was met with a swift
military response from Pakistan. According to
the Pakistani authorities, 354 passengers were
rescued after a 36-hour long stand-off in which 26
security personnel and passengers and 33 rebel
fighters were killed. Pakistan has accused its
“eastern neighbour” (India) and “Afghan han-
dlers” of helping the Baloch separatists. But be-
neath such allegations lie Pakistan’s growing in-
ternal security vulnerabilities. The BLA, now the
most powerful separatist group from the restive
Balochistan province, has been carrying out a
host of attacks. In November 2024, it claimed a
suicide bombing at a train station in Quetta, the
provincial capital, that killed at least two dozen
people. It has also targeted Chinese workers in
repeated attacks in the province. And with each
attack, the Pakistani military has responded with
heavy force. But it seems clueless on how to deter
the attacks and bring stability to the region.
While visiting Quetta after the Jaffar Express
attack, Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
made a rare acknowledgement that the lack of
development in Balochistan was an obstacle in
eliminating terrorism. Baloch separatists have
long argued that the Pakistani state, dominated
by Punjabis and Sindhis, has historically ignored
the Balochis. The BLA and other Baloch national-
ist groups accuse the federal government of plun-
dering Balochistan’s resources, and blame secur-
ity agencies for the forced disappearances,
torture and extra-judicial killings of Baloch civi-
lians and rebels. Pakistan’s reliance on military
campaigns in Balochistan has only reinforced the
narrative of the separatists — of the province be-
ing treated differently by Islamabad-Rawalpindi.
Pakistan has blamed India and the Islamic Repu-
blic of Afghanistan (before the 2021 Taliban take-
over) for helping Baloch rebels. It also welcomed
the return of the Taliban to Kabul as a moment of
Afghanistan “breaking the shackles of slavery”.
But it was a bonhomie that did not last. Today, Pa-
kistan says Baloch separatists and the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) are operating from safe
havens in Taliban-run Afghanistan. Together, the
TTP and Baloch rebels pose grave security chal-
lenges to Pakistan at a time when it is battling
economic uncertainty and political instability.
But Balochistan is a clear example that a military
response alone does not bring peace and stabili-
ty. If Pakistan wants to calm its restive regions, it
should address the political and economic pro-
blems that fuel instability and insurgency.

Terror on the train
&oT H 3T+

The attack on the Jaffar Express on March 11in a
mountainous region of Balochistan is one of the
most daring attacks by the Baloch Liberation

Army (BLA) in recent times. 11 #ATH & Te(faedre
& UgTSY 819 A ST TFad YT gHT g1l o THT A
wo[d forateret JrHt (BLA) garr fFw 1w @t grames!
gHdl & ¥ T 2

e The BLA demanded the release of Baloch militants from jails,
but this was met with a swift military response from Pakistan.

BLA @ e[ 3aifeat 1 S« § Rerg & aAmer Y, olfehat arferecrer shr
3R @ A A= wfafsmar e

¢ According to Pakistani authorities, 354 passengers were
rescued after a 36-hour-long standoff, in which 26 security
personnel and passengers and 33 rebel fighters were killed.

qIfhEaTelt JrfAIRAT & AR, 36 U T T WY & a1 354
XY T F=T I, TS 26 FIaT FaAt A A FUr 33 Rk
ST AR T

Pakistan’s allegations and internal security issues
qiferEaTer & R 3R rafe g waeane

e Pakistan has accused its “eastern neighbour” (India) and

“Afghan handlers” of helping the Baloch separatists, but its
growing internal security vulnerabilities are at the core of the

problem. *aTfaredret o 319t " qdf werd (31 3R " 3rmerrer
AP T To[d AIMTATEAT T AEGE FIeA FT ARG AT, oA feed
SHehT TGt TR YI&T FANRAT & T TAEAT 3 |

e The BLA, the most powerful separatist group in Balochistan,

has carried out multiple attacks, including a suicide bombing at a
train station in Quetta in November 2024 that killed at least two

dozen people. BLA, St Se[faFdTet T WaH AfFaRiTell reremaardr
THE ©, A 7§ g v §, [T s1qa¥ 2024 # Fder & 1 TqFT |
ATCHETAT S AT ATTHA &, TTHH FH A H &Y golel Al AR AT
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e The group has also repeatedly targeted Chinese workers in the province, leading to
heavy military retaliation from Pakistan. 38 ¥Hg o aR-aR Se[faedre # =l AT
& foremaT =i §, S5aeh RoT wifthedare Y 3T @ s de gfafear &y s

Pakistan’s military response and governance failure

qifrEar Fr d=7 yfafrar ik vamafas Awaar

o During his visit to Quetta after the Jaffar Express attack, Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif acknowledged that the lack of development in Balochistan is an

obstacle to eliminating terrorism. %Y TFAIH e & d1¢ FACT Y AT & SR,
qIfREATeT & TETAHEY AgaTer ARG o Teh fohaT foh Feffaredrer F s i Ft Ardwarg

TcH FIA H TH a7 ¢ |
o Baloch separatists argue that the Pakistani state, dominated by Punjabis and

Sindhis, has historically ignored the Balochis. I 3aemaanieaal &1 d% ¢ f Gomeaar
3k Rt & wepea amelt wiftreareh weaR @ AfaerRe w9 § aega e fr svaT 1 2

e BLA and other nationalist groups accuse the federal government of exploiting
Balochistan’s resources and blame security agencies for forced disappearances,

torture, and extra-judicial killings of Baloch civilians. BLA 3fR 3= Irsgardl ¥Hg Werr
TIHR T FAfAEATT & HHTLAT & SYgeT T 3T o1 § A FIaT v At o1 o=
AR & 3rqgor, A= 3R R-FfRAF gt & forw g sgara €

Pakistan’s external blame game and Taliban ties

qifeREdTe &Y I8 QWRIGor Af 31T arfeEe @ waer

o Pakistan has blamed India and the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan (before the
2021 Taliban takeover) for aiding Baloch rebels. UTféedreT & TR 31X 2021 & 9ga &
BT W T el Y 7eg FI HT 7RG AT § |

e Itwelcomed the Taliban’s return to Kabul in 2021, calling it a moment of breaking
the shackles of slavery, but the relations between Pakistan and the Taliban have since

deteriorated. 2021 ¥ FTqer # Aiferater i ATt g TIfFEarer o $& T Y AfFAT F
S T &T9T FgT 4T, Afhat a9 A ST F ey ez 710 &

o Pakistan now claims that Baloch separatists and Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
are operating from safe havens in Taliban-controlled Afghanistan. 316 QTfeREdTeT &l
araT ¢ o aofd Ireemaard) AR aedis-v-arferarsT wifdear (TTP) afees-fafa
FITAEaT 3 g foFme & wafer gt @ &

e Together, TTP and Baloch rebels pose serious security challenges to Pakistan,
especially during a time of economic crisis and political instability. TTP ﬁTaﬂj

fae e urfredrer & fore arsfiv geat galfaar der 3 1@ §, @rae anfds d@+e 3k
Terehifae feuar & A |
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The need for a political and economic solution

Tarefaes 3 3T FATHTT 6 3raedsdr

e Balochistan proves that a military response alone cannot bring peace and

stability. SefFATeT 9g Wi HT § B Haer d=7 ufafrar @ aife i e adt oné
ST Gl

o If Pakistan wants to bring stability to its restive regions, it must address the
political and economic problems fueling insurgency and unrest. Ife UIfEdreT 3rqst

e &34 A YT 9= Trear €, dF 39 Tereifas 3K 3nfds gaeanat &1 gAmens &=
9, S fagie 3R srenfa #y se@r & W &
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The challenges of public health education in India

|GS Paper II: Health Sector |

he decision by the United States to

withdraw from the World Health

Organization (WHO) and drastically

reduce the scale of the United States
Agency for International Development (USAID) is
one that has sent shock waves through the aid
and public health world. This move has disrupted
essential health-care services in many low- and
middle-income countries. However, India has
been largely unaffected, as international aid
accounts for just 1% of its total health
expenditure. Nevertheless, the cessation of such
funding threatens to further shrink an already
constrained public health development sector,
which relies heavily on international support.
More importantly, this development directly
impacts the public health job market, reducing
opportunities for thousands who are pursuing
their Master of Public Health (MPH) and similar
postgraduate courses.

Public health plays a critical role in shaping a
nation’s well-being and health-care delivery. The
Constitution of India, through Article 47,
underlines the state’s responsibility to improve
public health care. Public health is a specialised
field that requires specific knowledge and skills to
effectively address people’s health needs. There is
an urgent need for a dedicated workforce in India
trained in public health, a fact that was very
starkly realised during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Beyond government systems, such a workforce is
essential for civil society organisations, academic
institutions, and research organisations engaged
in public health.

The evolution of training and jobs in India
Though the surge in public health education in
India is relatively recent, its history dates to the
colonial era. In the early days, public health was
largely embedded within medical teaching. This
narrow approach persisted despite the
establishment of the All India Institute of Hygiene
and Public Health, Kolkata in 1932 and the
subsequent inclusion of preventive and social
medicine — later known as community medicine
— as an essential part of medical education.
Specialists in community medicine, well-trained
in public health provided public health services
and met human resource needs in this field.
However, their numbers were limited, and they
were often engaged in medical teaching. Many
students pursued MPH courses abroad in
countries such as Australia, the European Union,
the United Kingdom and the U.S. Yet, the supply
of public health professionals remained
constrained. Recognising the growing need and
demand, MPH institutions and teaching
expanded in India.

The number of institutions offering MPH and
related courses in India has grown rapidly.
Currently, over 100 institutions offer master’s
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the mismatch
between supply
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with shrinking
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opportunities
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of the

private sector

level courses in public health, whereas in 2000,
there was only one. This expansion coincided
with the launch of the National Rural Health
Mission (NRHM) in 2005, which opened public
health system roles to non-medical public health
specialists. A wide range of institutions, from
social science faculties to community medicine
departments within medical institutions, have
begun offering MPH courses. However, after an
initial surge in demand, government
recruitment for public health
specialists plateaued, while the
number of schools, programmes, and
graduates continued to rise. As a
result, securing jobs has become
increasingly difficult for graduates.
Compounding this issue are
challenges such as the lack of
standardised training, insufficient
practical learning opportunities, faculty
shortages, and varied curricula that inadequately
prepare students for real-world public health
challenges. In addition, institutions offering
public health courses are unevenly distributed,
with large and populous States such as Assam,
Bihar and Jharkhand, and many smaller and hilly
States, having none or only a limited number of
seats.

Hurdles graduates face, issues in education
The foremost challenge is the mismatch between
supply and demand, with limited and shrinking
job opportunities for graduates. Today,
entry-level positions in public health, such as
research or programme assistants, attract a very
high number of applications, with a significant
proportion of candidates being eligible. The
success rate remains exceptionally low, with only
a few positions available. Moreover, the shrinking
of public health roles and institutions within the
public system has further limited job prospects.
Efforts to establish public health management
cadres in States have been hindered by multiple
factors.

In recent times, the changing landscape of
health care, marked by the growing dominance of
the private sector in public health, further
restricts employment opportunities. The private
sector prioritises hospital and business
management professionals over public health
specialists. With limited opportunities in both the
public and private sectors, the research and
development sectors remain the primary
employers for graduates. However, these sectors
rely largely on foreign grants, and India is no
longer one of the priority countries for such
international funders. Similarly, the development
sector is constrained by limited funding, which is
expected to worsen further due to recent
decisions in the U.S. The national research and
health development funding remains in its early

HEALTH &

GOVERNANC]

development and is significantly underfunded.
Thus, the job scarcity for public health
professionals continues and can exacerbate
further.

Beyond job scarcity, there are concerns about
the quality of MPH education. The rapid spread
of public health schools has led to intense
competition to attract students, often at the
expense of compromising admission standards.
Many students enrol in these courses
without a clear understanding of the
field or passion needed to thrive in
this field. Further, public health
faculty often lack adequate training
and real-world experience. The
absence of a standardised curriculum
and clear outcome measures, despite
the Health Ministry’s model course
framework further exacerbates
concerns. In India, MPH courses are currently not
mandatorily regulated by any regulatory body.
Neither the National Medical Commission (NMC)
nor umbrella organisations such as the University
Grants Commission (UGC) oversee MPH training.
In the absence of these quality measures, the
overall quality of graduates is also impacted.

Approaches to consider

To address these challenges, a multi-pronged
approach is required. The most urgent priority is
to create public health jobs at all levels, from
primary care to State and national health
systems. In most developed countries with
established public health education systems,
governments are the largest employers of public
health professionals. Similarly, establishing a
dedicated public health cadre within State
governments would be a significant step. This
would not only create employment but also
strengthen public health systems.

Next, a robust regulatory mechanism must be
introduced by constituting a dedicated regulatory
body or a specialised public health education
division within existing regulatory agencies such
as the NMC or UGC. This department, led by
public health experts, should be responsible for
setting curriculum standards and minimum
training requirements while allowing room for
institutional innovation, given that public health
is a dynamic and evolving discipline. Moreover,
public health training in all institutions must be
closely integrated with practical learning
opportunities within public health systems. There
is a need to foster the growth of public health
institutions in States where there are none or
only a limited number. The emerging global
situation calls for more national action and the
building of local ecosystems for sustainable
development in health.

The views expressed are personal

The challenges of public health education in India

R A Fraetfore Faree e i gatfaat

The decision by the United States to withdraw from the World Health
Organization (WHO) and reduce the scale of the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID) has disrupted essential health-

care services in many low- and middle-income countries. H"gﬂ-?ftm

3R &7 Tl faeg FareeT waree (WHO) & ameR fawea il wg@a U
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e AT ToidY (USAID) & SRR 1 &fH Fle $T 8 e 31 AeaH
3T arer 21t #F 3T FarEe A3t ) 10T w1 e

However, India has been largely unaffected, as international aid accounts for just
1% of its total health expenditure. gTelifer, TR 9T SHHT SATET T A8] IST, FAITH
RIS AT 38S Fel TARELY SIF HT el 1% ¥

The cessation of such funding threatens to further shrink the already constrained
public health development sector, which relies heavily on international support. &

TE Y BIET F7T Fha1 Tg W § AT Fdafas oy Qe a7 # 3Rk Ser Fa
HAY AT §, ST IAASET el R a5t i fsiy ¥

This directly impacts the public health job market, reducing opportunities for
thousands pursuing Master of Public Health (MPH) and similar postgraduate

courses. Ig MY FIAATAE TIRLT Al IR FI IHITGT H3dT 8, T80 &Ry et &
AT 3TET FH & AT § S AR 3116 gfeeds g (MPH) 3T 5 g F TaeR
UISTHH FI R B

The role of public health in India

R H WA o Fareey i gfAaTr
Public health plays a critical role in shaping a nation’s well-being and health-care

delivery. HIdaTforer Fareeq fHat siY aer Y sterrs 3k FareeT dar yorrel &Y 3mhR & &
HEcaquT s[RI fsan 1

The Constitution of India, through Article 47, underlines the state’s responsibility to
improve public health care. 3R T WIAUTT e 47 & ATLTH H AT 1 Ig
e fuifta wvar & % a5 araafas Ty danne & gur HY|

There is an urgent need for a dedicated workforce trained in public health, a fact
starkly realized during the COVID-19 pandemic. idaTfeie Taeey & yfAfaT ga@fida

FATA Y dcwlel HATHAT 8, FSTH COVID-19 FFARY & SRret a7efR w0 & Agqw ram
|

The evolution of public health training in India

HRT H WdsToie Ty gieTor 1 Ay

Though public health education in India has seen a recent surge, its history dates

back to the colonial era. gTdifé HRa # WEA T Fareey et 7 grer & 7 ggfor et a18
&, sah sfagr 3itafaRie g aw s 81

Initially, public health was embedded within medical teaching, a narrow approach
that persisted even after the establishment of the All India Institute of Hygiene and

Public Health, Kolkata in 1932. q&3Td &, Wrdfare Fareey fafrcar e #1 8 v
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T o1, S U FhIOT eREHIOT 4T 3R Ig 1932 H IR A IHAT HRAT FaeadT 3R
ATaSA o TATELT HEYTT Y TATIAT & 16 Y 77 @7

The number of institutions offering MPH and related courses has grown rapidly,
from just one in 2000 to over 100 today. MPH 3iX Gaflrd qraashat T TUeHer F3 aret
HEYTAT T TEAT 3 & T §, 2000 H Fael T FTEITH A THT 3T 100 ¥ 37f0F g 7w
gl

The expansion coincided with the launch of the National Rural Health Mission
(NRHM) in 2005, which opened public health roles to non-medical specialists. Ig
faFar 2005 # T amEor FaTEEE e (NRHM) $ [e3id & | g3, f5raa 3
RfFcar frevat & fore araafae Fareey st st aver e

Challenges in public health education and job market

Arastfas Fareed Rre i Al arem & gatfaat

After an initial surge in demand, government recruitment for public health
specialists plateaued, while the number of schools, programmes, and graduates

continued to rise. YTIT AT F & & 91, WA TAF TIELT Faerwt FT FIHRY o7elt
oux 8 718, ST GyrEt, FRIEAT 3R TTdS! F F&AT T dt W

Securing jobs has become increasingly difficult for graduates due to lack of
standardized training, insufficient practical learning opportunities, faculty

shortages, and varied curricula. T & forT @Y arem R ghar o e 8 Fifeh
UTRISTOT T ATAHIHIOT AL ¢, SATTETIRS RNST & IHTW FA §, GF T 1 FA § 3R vroasw#A
H IHATAAT S|

Public health institutions are unevenly distributed, with large states like Assam,
Bihar, and Jharkhand having limited or no seats. HTdI{a® TARLT TEYTA JTATT T

¥ el gUE, 93 Tt ol 3w, ReR AR sRws 7 A1 sga Fa a1 A & e

Hurdles graduates face, issues in education

TATAI & WIHA FaAtfaar 3 Rraw & gaeae

The mismatch between supply and demand is the biggest challenge, as job
opportunities for graduates are limited and shrinking. Iceng 3ix B & &I
FHe FaW T3 Al ¢, Fifh et F v Aed & saw fiffa ik aea smw &

Entry-level positions in public health, such as research or programme assistants,
attract a very high number of applications, making the success rate extremely low.

AT T & Yaer T A AR, S8 IqaTe a1 HriwA e, & v agd
T mdee I ¥, TS wwharar o3 d5 F 8 Tt
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e The shrinking of public health roles and institutions within the public system has

further limited job prospects. WIdstfete YOITel # WIdIfered FarELT sfAFI3T AR
TEATAT AT FAT A AR F gt i 3 AifFT = A

o Efforts to establish public health management cadres in States have been

hindered by multiple factors. T=al H WSl TARELY Y hsT TATRT FIA &
marém#arﬁ?rgtr%l

Impact of private sector dominance

it &1 & giva &1 g

e The growing dominance of the private sector in public health has further restricted

employment opportunities. HTdstfere Fareed # sl &1 & 950 Woea o AtFd &
Jraat 1 3R HfAT FT AT

e The private sector prioritizes hospital and business management professionals
over public health specialists. fo¥sit 8% ardifers Fareea RAwaAT i Fore 7 IFdarer
3T cHaaTT e 9t FY 30w wufAwar ar

o With limited opportunities in both public and private sectors, the research and
development sector remains the primary employer. Sdsiae® 3 A< S &= &
AT Iraw’t & FHROT, IqauTe 3R AP a1 yo@ fazierar a2 ge ¢

e However, these sectors rely largely on foreign grants, and India is no longer a

priority country for international funders. grelfa, ¥ & F&T ¥ F R sreqemEl |
s &, 31N 9RA 31 H RO BT vt i wrafaswar & adi 21

e The national research and health development funding remains in its early stages
and is significantly underfunded. Is&RT 3regaeTeT AR Fareey fawre fAfer geame =vor
# ¢ 3t 3R v @ FH o R #
Concerns about the quality of MPH education
MPH fRreT #r aporaar #t e R

e The rapid expansion of public health schools has led to intense competition to
attract students, often at the cost of compromising admission standards. @Tastfae

ALY Tl & dot ¥ AR o o1l # e fa w3 F fow da sfaert wt oo e 2,
foras yaer At @ gaASaT O o W@ 8

e Many students enroll in MPH courses without a clear understanding of the field,
leading to a lack of passion and preparedness. F§ BTF HTdoi el TAELT &1 HT T
e wAst faar MPH uregs#At # gif@ar dd §, o9a 3@ a7 & 3R 3k =l iy wat gt
gl

e Public health faculty often lack adequate training and real-world experience,
affecting the overall quality of graduates. HTdsI e TARFLT HHTT & I JFHT 3T

wiraTor 3 SATaEIRE regera A Ft gl B, Forew T it wHay qoraEr geae gl 7
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e Thereis no mandatory regulatory body overseeing MPH courses, as neither the
National Medical Commission (NMC) nor the University Grants Commission (UGC)

regulates public health education. MPH IraasaT #I fAIRTE & fow #i$ srfaary
framas e w18t 8, FifF o ot Aererer AT Felterr (\WMC) 3R 7 & gfafid aew
FHIR (UGC) ATdeiforsh Tareey RIeT &1 fafya wear ¢
Approaches to consider
FATUT & FHTTAT 3UTT

e The most urgent priority is to create public health jobs at all levels, from primary
care to State and national health systems. ¥a® #gcaqur SrafAswar @eft Fai W
AT Tareey Al RET der #31 §, TrIfAF J@are @ A T 31 TS Farew

YUTTelY dF |

e Indeveloped countries, the government is the largest employer of public health
professionals, a model India should adopt. AT &af &, TFR FEAAF FaELT

freryaT Y e 72 AAFar gk §, T SR Y 9= anfev)
e A dedicated public health cadre within State governments would not only create
employment but also strengthen public health systems. 35T IHRT & HaT &

FATYT FrESIfore TR 3T o Fae Voo Fiord FM, e A foie Faree qome
&1 oft ST F|

e Arobustregulatory mechanism must be introduced, led by public health experts, to
standardize curriculum and training requirements. W&Hﬁmﬂ?aﬂ{mm

Tifee, O wdeifas Fareey faewt ganrT wanfera B ame, arfes areasa 3ilc afrator
ITIRIFATIT FY ATThIF FHAT ST T |

e Public health training in all institutions must be closely integrated with practical
learning opportunities within public health systems. T8ft G¥ITHY & W foid T

WTRY&TOT Sl TSI freh TITELT YOI F sATagTe FRASTOT qERY & W1y fAhedr @ Set Srar
=g

e Thereis aneed to expand public health institutions in States where they are

currently absent or limited. 3¢ U=l H FAATAS FIRLT TEYTAT FHT RATAR HIT Y
AT §, FE1 3 TAAT H repateyd § a1 @A 8

e The emerging global situation calls for more national action and the building of
local ecosystems for sustainable health development. 33Rd dRa+ ufa =

IS FRATE Y ART FICT ¢, 3R FURi Farey Rew F v wueg akfEufdraa &
Ao Y ITERTHAT B
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|GS Paper IIi: International Organization |

Rare success

ICC is still dependent on political
interests to pursue its work

he arrest of former President of the Phi-
T lippines Rodrigo Duterte on a warrant is-

sued by the International Criminal Court
(ICC) marks a rare success in the ICC’s attempts to
make senior political figures, especially those
who have held or still hold public office, accoun-
table for their crimes. However, it has to be ack-
nowledged that only a set of favourable circum-
stances led to Mr. Duterte’s arrest, and his being
flown to The Hague: the warrant was executed by
the government headed by President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr., and the decision may have been the
fallout of his differences with Vice-President Sara
Duterte, Mr. Duterte’s daughter who is embroiled
in impeachment proceedings. ICC warrants inva-
riably remain unexecuted, unless national go-
vernments cooperate with the ICC, a feature that
often delays and stymies most ICC prosecutions.
Mr. Duterte has been accused of “the crime
against humanity of murder”. The reference is to
his ‘war on drugs’, a campaign of state-backed
killing when he was Mayor of Davao City, and la-
ter President. The ICC is investigating the situa-
tion between 2011 and 2019, as he formally pulled
his country out of ICC membership. However, the
Pre-Trial Chamber has determined that despite
the country not being a state-party now, it has ju-
risdiction to try crimes committed by individuals
during the time the Philippines was a party.

The ICC was created by the Rome Statute in
response to a need to have a permanent court, in-
stead of ad hoc tribunals, for war crimes and
crimes against humanity. It has no power of en-
forcement and is dependent on the national in-
terests of big powers. It has often been accused of
focusing on Africa, moving mainly against war-
lords and leaders in conflict zones. Warrants
against leaders such as Vladimir Putin and Benja-
min Netanyahu are seldom executed. In addition,
some member-states have also expressed an in-
ability to execute arrest warrants when those in-
dividuals visit their countries, while some leaders
avoid visiting countries of state-parties. Added to
this is the open hostility of the United States that
frequently threatens the ICC with punitive mea-
sures if it moves against its nationals or allies. For-
tunately, the ICC still exists as an international
judicial institution mainly because it tries only in-
dividuals and not states. It has also rendered
some significant verdicts on its own jurisdiction,
the most important being the ruling in respect of
Palestine that it can order investigations into
crimes committed by nationals of both state-par-
ties and non-state-parties on the territory of a
state-party. Thus, a mere refusal by a country to
ratify the Rome Statute or not being a party to it
may not be relevant to any decision by the ICC to
investigate and prosecute any individual.

Rare success

The arrest of former President of the Philippines,
Rodrigo Duterte, on a warrant issued by the
International Criminal Court (ICC) marks arare
success in holding senior political figures

accountable. frelidte & q& rsgufar Afan ga< $r
fFarY, St 3radisd 3maRIfAe FaraTerd (ICC) garT
SR aRE & TEd §§, INTS WA= A1t HI TaAEEE
SEXTA A Teh GelsT Fhelcl Y G2t 21

e However, his arrest was made possible due to specific
favorable circumstances, including the execution of the warrant
by the government of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and
political tensions involving Duterte’s daughter, Vice-President

Sara Duterte. grelifa, 3t IRt F& srqger IRt F FrRor
31T g, 514 b Tzl wideds ATfa Sffat i aIHR garT ave i
fasares 3R 39 Iegafar TR o (gad i 98) F wy T fas
AT

¢ ICC warrants usually remain unexecuted unless national
governments cooperate, which often delays or obstructs ICC

prosecutions. ICC & R€ ATAAR I a9 d% fasurfed gt gl oa
a& & TSI AIFEN TN o Y, FTT AT ICC ARSI Fiamgr
# & 31 Th1ae I B

Charges against Duterte and ICC’s jurisdiction

gaid 9 IR 3R ICC T S Nf+R

o Duterte has been accused of "the crime against humanity of
murder"” for his state-backed killings during the ‘war on drugs’
campaign while serving as Mayor of Davao City and later as

President. gdef O "ATTadT ¥ f&ETH FeAT T HYAL" HT HRT ST911AT
TAT B, S 590 F TR Jaur HfAre F SR T awfda gt @
SIST &, ST e qransi RdY & AR 31k &g # wegafer &

e The ICC is investigating crimes committed between 2011 and
2019, a period when the Philippines was a member of the ICC,
despite Duterte formally pulling the country out of ICC
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membership later. ICC 2011 & 2019 & o fFw 1w 3rqwrert Y T FI @IS, ST a8
3rafer § STa frelidier ICC #T TeFa 9T, grelifsh aie # gad o sitwaie & & Ger 1 geFaar

HHATCT FT I

e The Pre-Trial Chamber of ICC ruled that it still has jurisdiction to try crimes
committed during the period when the Philippines was a party to the Rome Statute.

ICC & Wt-grer dav o fAvy R for 3@ ura aneft offt snfter &, TR ¥ srommer 3@
3rafey & gu st frelidtar 7 affy 1 weea |
Challenges in ICC’s enforcement power
ICC ¥ yadr afa & galfaat

e The ICC was created by the Rome Statute as a permanent court to prosecute war
crimes and crimes against humanity, replacing ad hoc tribunals. ICC &Y IT9=1T T

wfafer ganT v Tl FarTe & w9 7 Ay 73 off, S 3eded Jau 3o’ 3 AreTaar
& TS et O FHSHT TATAT AT, cifeh AR FATRATRAFTON $Y TTeIFHdT FATS 8
qF|

o However, the ICC lacks enforcement power and depends on national governments’
cooperation, which delays and weakens many cases. gif®, ICC & 9 $1$ Yadd

oAfFa 78t § 3R 77 TsdT TER F wEAer ) it Far €, S 8 At F 3 ok
HASRY 3T AT B

e The ICC has often been accused of disproportionately targeting African leaders,
while arrest warrants for figures like Vladimir Putin and Benjamin Netanyahu

remain unexecuted. ICC 9T 38T 3TIhRT AATHT &Y disproportionately fATAT ST &1
IRIY TAT IAT &, STl foh senfealit gfae 3k donfder Aawarg sk Aamit & Rrars s
are fasarfea a8t fre ane|

e Some member states refuse to execute ICC arrest warrants, while certain leaders
avoid traveling to ICC member countries to evade arrest. & HEET QA ICC &
fIReardl ane fasmfea Fa & gaFR I §, STaih Fo a1 TREady § a9 & fawicc
T Y Y AT FI F TS §

e The United States remains openly hostile to the ICC, often threatening punitive
measures if it investigates U.S. nationals or its allies. #g%d T4 3ARFT ICC & 9fay
el RAE 57 g3 &, 31N 379 ICC @R HARA ARHY A1 30 FgA gt i g
A T SSIcAS HIATS Y gHAY &aT B
Significance of ICC’s legal authority
ICC & FIefslt TAFR FT HAged

e Despite challenges, the ICC continues to function as an international judicial
institution because it prosecutes individuals rather than states. g=itferal & aras(g,
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ICC T HAWTSET ~q1RAF TEAT & T & FTF FIAT @I &, FAITh Tg TS & T

SfFaal I AFEAT Telte
e The ICC has made significant rulings, including its landmark decision on Palestine,
which allows investigation of crimes committed by nationals of both state-parties

and non-state-parties on the territory of a state-party. ICC & &% Hgeaqur vy faw
¢, e frfarder w ¥faeras vy enfarer 8, S tsa-gait 3ik dx-arswr-uatt & anrRet
EaRT Tog-g8T Y HAT F ek Brw 1w 3rormet i st iy sregafa dar g

e A country’s refusal to ratify the Rome Statute or remain outside the ICC does not
necessarily prevent an investigation or prosecution. faHT &er garr s wfafer #ir

Y ¥ $AHR HAT AT ICC FT WEGET 1 QAT, ST AT HRASAT H TR T F T8 A |
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Tackling the problem of nutrition

|GS Paper II: Government Scheme |

hile health was not

a priority for

Budget 2025, it

seems that
nutrition is. In the coming
financial year, two Union
government schemes will receive
higher allocations — Saksham
Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0. But
will this fix India’s nutrition
challenge?

Nutrition in India is not just
about food insecurity, but also
about dietary habits shaped by
culture, caste, and gender
relations. Only one aspect of the
nutrition challenge receives most
of the policy focus — malnutrition
among women and children.
Women outside of the
reproductive age, men, and senior
citizens rarely figure in national
nutrition policy discussions. More
importantly, we ignore diabetes,
hypertension, and other
lifestyle-induced
non-communicable diseases
which are really another
manifestation of under nutrition.
One type of nutrition deficiency is
because some people just don’t
have enough to eat and the other
type is because people are not
eating sufficient nutritionally rich
food. The outcomes are damning
in unique ways.

India has among the world’s
highest share of malnourished
children and anaemic women.
According to the National Family
Health Survey-5, 36% of children
under five are stunted and a
meagre 11% who are breastfed
between the ages of 6 months and
23 months receive an adequate
diet. Fifty-seven percent of women
in the 15-49 age group are
anaemic. There is a rise in the
share of those with diabetes,
hypertension, and other such
lifestyle-diet induced
non-communicable diseases
(NCDs). 24% of women and 23%
men in India are overweight or
obese and 14% take medicines for
diabetes.

A comprehensive agenda
Poshan 2.0 and Saksham
Anganwadi offer more of the same
_ solutions — take-home rations,
supplementary foods, tracking of

Privadarshini
Singh

Fellow, Centre for
Social and Economic
Progress. Views are
personal

A
comprehensive
nutrition
agenda, not
targeted
intervention,
will address
malnutrition

severe and acute malnutrition
cases, iron and folic acid tablets
etc. With Poshan 2.0, there is
additional focus on aspirational
districts and the north-eastern
region. But these schemes
reinforce the idea that
malnutrition is a
problem only in
certain parts of India
and only in certain
segments of the
population. Instead, f
what we need is a
comprehensive
nutrition agenda in
which nutrition is
identified as a public health
problem that impacts people
across the social strata.

A comprehensive agenda would
recognise the nutrition needs of
different segments of the society.
It must consist of: first, a clear
identification of nutrition needs
beyond reproductive and child
health; second, a broad set of
solutions, particularly rooted in
the local food systems; and third,
a clear identification of locally
embedded facilities to deliver
nutrition services. We need most
work in identifying local
institutional linkage for the
agenda. Who will implement this
in our neighbourhoods every day?
The clear answer is: the health
and wellness centres (HWCs).

At present, we provide
supplementary nutrition for
pregnant and lactating mothers
and young children through
take-home rations, iron and folic
acid tablets for adolescent girls at
Anganwadi centres (AWCs); and
mid-day meals for children in
schools. We need to systematically
expand the nutrition-focused
activities to other segments of the
population and involve HCWs and
ACWs. The mix of nutrients which
goes in the take-home ration for
poor women is relevant for
pregnant women from all strata of
society. Food items which use
locally available low-cost,
nutrient-dense produce need to be
emphasised for the middle classes
too, which consume sugar-laden,
fibre-poor packaged goods.

For HWCs to implement this
agenda, they need to be in

Tackling the problem of nutrition
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sufficient numbers to cover the
entire population. Each of them
has to have a detailed set of
nutrition services covering the
entire catchment population. At
present, the spread of HWCs is
lopsided. Rural areas seem to have
them in excess when
compared to urban
ones. And within
rural areas, some
areas have a higher
concentration of
HWCs.

Nutrition services
in HWCs are limited.
HWCs are supposed
to provide nutrition advice to
pregnant women and lactating
women, adolescents and children,
the elderly population, and those
recuperating from disease,
disaster and trauma. But these are
not implemented consistently or
systematically.

We also need dedicated staff to
provide nutrition services at the
HWCs. In the existing design,
nutrition is a tiny part of the
responsibilities of the
multi-purpose worker.

Factors for success
The success of the nutrition
agenda will depend on two
factors: engaging with local elites;
and linking nutrition practices
with local cuisines. Professor
Prerna Singh at Brown University
demonstrates in her research on
small pox vaccination that there
was significant variation in the
uptake of vaccination during the
1950s among equally placed
countries such as India and China.
Some got their population
vaccinated earlier and faster than
others. Those that did were
countries where the vaccination
interventions were publicly owned
by local elites and connected with
local health practices and ideas.
India is a rapidly transforming
society. We have to push further
with the HWC approach of
imagining health as wellbeing and
not just an absence of illness. A
locally owned, comprehensive
nutrition agenda for all strata of
society delivered by the primary
health system is a first step in this
direction.

Page2 3



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488
qIyoT Y FAEIT O AgeAT

While health was not a priority in Budget 2025, nutrition received
significant focus, with increased allocations for Saksham Anganwadi

and Poshan 2.0. STgT gsTe 2025 H TareeT YT fAsdr o1 off, a&f qiyor v
HTOF Agea f&am T, S GaTH 3rrererans) 3R Qwor 2.0 & fow 3rfdsw
3raee fRar |

e However, the real challenge of nutrition in India goes beyond food insecurity and is

shaped by cultural, caste, and gender factors. gTelife, 3R # HYOT Y aEafaT ot
e et Y Ft aF WA 761 §, afeh Te wepha, Infa sk o waut @ off gonfaa
B &l

e Most policy focus is on malnutrition among women and children, while men,
senior citizens, and lifestyle-related non-communicable diseases (NCDs) like

diabetes and hypertension receive less attention. 3rfereier Sifaar afgensit ity s=af &
FANYT 1T HRa §, T gut, afss At st shaerdieh @ o dv-w=md it (NeDs)
I e 3R 3T AT W FA A R A g
Current nutrition statistics in India
TR & TIATT N9or el 3hS

e India has one of the highest rates of malnourished children and anaemic women.
AR A FANRT gt 3R Farevar & M3 afpensit # o o 3R+ )

e According to the National Family Health Survey-5, 36% of children under five are
stunted, and only 11% of breastfed children (6-23 months) receive an adequate

diet. g IRER FIRFLT FHRIOT-5 F HAR, 5 a8 ¥ F37 37 & 36% To9 AAFATE,
3R RAF 11% FAeTaTer FI0 ATt Tt (6-23 ALIA) F GIATCT ATER Aerdar &1

e 57% of women aged 15-49 are anaemic, while 24% of women and 23% of men are

overweight or obese. 15-49 a¥ #Y 57% ARFATT IFdTeqdr (TAfAAT) F N2a &, Sl
24% wfFETE 3R 23% qoW AT aore a1 A F RFR F

o 14% of the population takes medication for diabetes, highlighting the rising burden

of lifestyle diseases. &2 # 14% @ 7EHAT I AT A &, T SAaerdtelt & S it &
Toa ST F gUTaT B

Limitations of Poshan 2.0 and Saksham Anganwadi

9T 2.0 3 &7 3Mererarst Hr AT

e These schemes focus primarily on providing take-home rations, supplementary
foods, and iron-folic acid tablets, which do not address nutrition comprehensively.
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A ASTATY HET T { B A ST qT IR, T 31T 3R IraeT-wifars offis Fr afaat
YT X W Hfe §, S ovwor f gAEAm F 7 a¥E g T8 A §

e Additional focus on aspirational districts and the north-eastern region suggests
that malnutrition is seen as a problem of specific areas, rather than a nationwide

issue. AgcarHial frel AR 3a-gdl &t W Y e &t 1 Faed I8 ¢ F puvor A
&eT Y TATT Fael FS a1 PY FHATAT ATAT ST ¢ |
Need for a comprehensive nutrition agenda
ST FINOT TSisT Y ATaegqshdr

e A comprehensive nutrition agenda should recognize the diverse nutrition needs of
different population segments, not just women and children. Te aT9e% 90T TSST Y
oo Afganit i sTat f 7481, sfew TATS & R Foit Hr Nvor Faeh =t F
LERICOIS |

e It must include:

o Identifying nutrition needs beyond reproductive and child health. Ssfetet 31T

qTel FARELT @ T A QIO HARIFH AT AT g1 |
o Solutions rooted in local food systems. ¥R @ey yonfarat 9T renfa

HHATHTT |
o Utilizing existing health and wellness centres (HWCs) to deliver nutrition

services. TARELY 3 FHeATOT FGI (HWCs) FT 3TINRT GIY0T FAT3HT Y TETT FI &
faw
e HWCs currently provide nutrition services for pregnant women, lactating mothers,
and children, but their reach and effectiveness remain inconsistent. HWCs dadATT &
oifehet SeTeht U 3 waTaRferar rara o=l g ¥
Strengthening health and wellness centres (HWCs)
FIATELY 3R FeAT0T Fl (HWCs) Y ASAG A1t
o HWCs must be expanded to cover the entire population, with a balanced
distribution between urban and rural areas. HWCs &T fa®ar gt 3Tardl &t e Ft
& fore far se anfye, 3iR ergd 7 amefior & & e wgfera Rawor g ofgo
e Nutrition services in HWCs are currently limited and should be systematically

integrated into regular health programs. HWCs # 9Nur §a1¢ aa# & :fAa &, 31
3¢ fafia Faeeg sFAT § 919 cqafeyd 9 @ ST ST iR

e Dedicated staff should be assigned to provide nutrition services, as it is currently
only a small part of multi-purpose workers' responsibilities. GT9oT aTT YT HI F

fow gafia Feamiat # Agera R sem Tfke, s a8 g & sgseaha
FRFaraHt F ARt 1 v sler R )
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Key factors for success
TRl & T FRE
e The success of nutrition programs depends on engaging local elites and linking

nutrition practices with local cuisines. 9NUT HFRIGAT Y TEAAT TATAT THTFLATAT
gfFaal 1 AT Fo 31K IRIRSF AT FT 9or F Siger 9T e F

e Research by Professor Prerna Singh at Brown University shows that countries
where local leaders took ownership of public health initiatives achieved faster

results. 13+ feafagmer F MFER Rom g F My F gar goar & F G i 7
TUTAT A3 o WSS Taeey ggal F1 SFagrY oY, agt asht & awerar el

o India needs to redefine health as overall well-being, beyond just the absence of
iliness, and implement a locally driven nutrition agenda through primary health

systems. SR I Hael dARY T HIReYfe d AT 7 @ §T, TEET F FAT
Foaor & T H Grdfenfia #a 1 sraeasar 8, iR wrufde wareeT voreh & Areas &
FUTAT 9 § FATfoId SIOT TSiST A1) FXAT1 AR T
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Should cancer be a notifiable disease?

An effective approach would be to expand the National Cancer Registry Programme

[GS Paper I1: Government Scheme |

C. Aravinda

ime and again, there
T have been calls to de-

signate cancer as a
notifiable disease in India.
While some argue that this
would enhance surveillance
and treatment, the Union go-
vernment has resisted the
move, saying the practice is to
notify only infectious diseases
and that cancer is non-com-
municable and not infectious.

Recent shifts in disease not-
ification policies raise ques-
tions about whether this rea-
soning still holds. In 2024, the
government asked all the
States to make snakebites a
notifiable disease. This trend
is not unique to India. In 1995,
the U.S. became the first coun-
try to list lead poisoning as a
notifiable disease, establish-
ing a precedent for the surveil-
lance of non-communicable
diseases. This evolution in pu-
blic health policy forces a crit-
ical examination of whether
cancers warrant notification
for surveillance in India.

The primary purpose of
disease notification is to en-
sure that contagious diseases
are kept under check. Notifi-
cation of infectious diseases is
a legal mandate and compels
physicians to report designat-
ed diseases to public health
authorities, failing which they
could face legal consequenc-
es. Unlike infectious diseases,
cancer does not pose an im-
mediate threat to public
health through direct trans-
mission and sudden deaths. It
is a diverse group of diseases
rather than a single condition,
and its detection often re-
quires complex diagnostic
procedures. Proponents of
making cancer notifiable ar-
gue that mandatory reporting
could enhance early detection
and resource allocation.

However, there are funda-
mental issues with this ap-
proach. First, cancer is not a
single-point diagnosis. Argua-

bly, cancers as a disease are
more diverse ranging from be-
nign to malignant. Notifiabili-
ty triggers rapid containment
measures, whereas cancer re-
quires long-term
management

rather than emer-
gency interven-
tions. Legal obli-
gations on
physicians could
impose a burden
that does not

HEALTH & | ties

- - -
JUVERNANLE

privacy because disease notifi-
cation is meant to preserve
public health over individual
confidentiality. There is still
stigma attached to cancer.
Many State pu-
blic health acts
still contain pro-
visions that give
sweeping powers
to local authori-
during a
health emergen-
cy. While much of

translate into im-
proved patient care.

India’s National Cancer Re-
gistry Programme (since 1982)
functions as a data collection
mechanism, compiling crucial
information on the demo-
graphics of cancer patients,
cancer identification includ-
ing type, stage, and morphol-
ogy, the timing of diagnosis
and staging at the time of de-
tection, treatment details such
as chemotherapy, radiation,
and surgery, and follow-up
and survival outcomes. The
NCRP includes hospital-based
registries, which collect data
from cancer-treating hospi-
tals, and population-based re-
gistries, which capture cancer
incidence in a defined geo-
graphic area.

There are 269 hospital-
based and 38 population-
based registries as of 2022,
which is insufficient. Hospital-
based registries should be ex-
panded to every cancer-treat-
ing hospital, including all dis-
trict headquarters hospitals.
Similarly, population-based
registries should be esta-
blished in every district, en-
suring at least one unit per dis-
trict  for  comprehensive
nationwide cancer surveil-
lance. Rather than legally
mandating notification,
strengthening existing cancer
registries is a more thorough
and effective alternative.

Second, making cancer a
notifiable disease also raises
privacy concerns. Notifiability
generally does not account for

this has been ren-
dered toothless over time, the
legal precedent remains. In-
troducing cancer into such a
framework could further dee-
pen the reluctance among pa-
tients to come forward for
diagnosis and treatment, mak-
ing it counterproductive and
potentially deterring patients
from seeking timely treatment
due to stigma and discrimina-
tion. The World Health Organ-
ization advocates mainly can-
cer registries, which mention
notification as an option at the
individual level alone.

An effective approach
would be to expand the NCRP
to ensure comprehensive data
collection at all tertiary and
district hospitals. Improving
cancer screening initiatives
would ensure early detection.
Strengthening reporting me-
chanisms without legal man-
dates would allow oncologists
and healthcare providers to
contribute accurate data vo-
luntarily rather than reporting
under duress. Mandatory not-
ification remains an apt ap-
proach suited for single-point,
outbreak-prone diseases. For
cancer, a well-structured re-
gistry system, bolstered by
wider hospital participation,
including private hospitals
and robust follow-up mechan-
isms, offers a far superior solu-
tion to improving cancer sur-
veillance in India.

Dr. C. Aravinda is an academic and
public health physician. Views are
personal

%

Should cancer be a
notifiable disease?

T FI A v FRgRa
3T FTAT SATAT IIRT?

There have been repeated
calls to designate cancer as a
notifiable disease in India, but
the Union government has
resisted the move, arguing
that only infectious diseases

are notified. 3TRT & $HaT A
SRR T e e
WFR o 3H FHgH &7 e fmar
8, 7% a% & gU fr Faw www
et Y iR R s §1

e Recent changes in disease
notification policies raise doubts about
this reasoning. In 2024, snakebites were
made notifiable, showing that non-
communicable conditions can also be

notified. gTer g1 7 T Jrfergre Afaat #
gU SgelTal o $H I I HATe 331T &
2024 # |9 & Freat F FfART BFFam
T, fEd Tase gar & foh R-wswew
feufaat sht sfgRa & o awd §

e The U.S. made lead poisoning a

notifiable disease in 1995, setting a
precedent for non-communicable

disease surveillance. 3IANFTA 1995 #F

Har frreraar 1 sftgRa tor ¥ fran, Srad R-wwms Qo A e w1 3emeor
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Arguments against making cancer a notifiable disease

$ET F SRR o1 T & R F aF

The main purpose of disease notification is to control contagious diseases that
spread rapidly and cause sudden deaths. T\Wmﬂ‘;ﬂmﬂﬂwmﬂ'w
dienfat #t e w3 8, S asht @ St § 3R sraree g w1 RO I §

Unlike infectious diseases, cancer is not transmitted between individuals and
requires long-term management instead of emergency containment. HehTHAS W &

Rl X v afaa & quy cafFa 7 w8t therar 3R sae fow smaraerels dwame &
T QdH1forF Tt T ATaeTFar ard B

Physicians may face legal obligations if cancer is made notifiable, adding
unnecessary burdens without significantly improving patient care. If& FaT ®Y

sfgfRa frar Jrar €, &Y Rifrcas! 1 FIe0t areaansit F1 @1 F31 935 6 §, Tad
3T U HATGRTH ey 7 I Mol Swemer F Farery o a7t ghom|

Role of the National Cancer Registry Programme (NCRP)
TET FHT GFI0T FIEFHA (NCRP) # 7fAar

The National Cancer Registry Programme (NCRP) has been collecting cancer data
since 1982, including patient demographics, cancer type, stage, treatment details,

and survival outcomes. ISR FHAT TN HIRAFHA (NCRP) 1982 ¥ FHT 3T T T T
ET &, ToaeT Wit Y Sirerer iy, FHT &1 YR, IO, 3R [Faor 3k shifad @ fraw
afae &

There are currently 269 hospital-based and 38 population-based registries, which
are insufficient. IATeT & 269 ETATA-3TETR 31X 38 TAHEHT-ITTRA Ui 1HI0T dg &,
S 3rqaied §

Every cancer-treating hospital, including district hospitals, should have hospital-
based registries, and at least one population-based registry should be set up in

every district. 9% HET 3UTR FIA gTel JTIAT, THTH Torelr sreaare oft enfAer &, &
AT - TR TSH0T g @1 TR T, 3R TAF [t H FH § FH U AATEIT-

e gsiteor g Tia fhar ST aifge|

Strengthening the NCRP is a better approach than legally mandating notification.
NCRP &I #STqd ToI11T Flefel! T { AT 1 IfAard 3t & dgax Ao g
Privacy concerns with cancer notification

Fa AftregEen ¥ 3 Moeiarar wad 7o
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Disease notification prioritizes public health over individual privacy, but cancer
still carries a social stigma. 3T ITFAGAAT A e TAELT FY SATFAINT NI &

ity srufrear &cht ¥, Aferet Fa a1 oft wmenTfore Foiw @ 531 gam B
Some state public health laws grant broad powers to local authorities, which could
discourage patients from seeking timely diagnosis and treatment. & Jsq

AT T FARY FTefe T iRl 1 same sifter & §, foraw Affat «t war
7T g 3 3R 3R ¥ gaiewiea R o w8

The World Health Organization (WHO) recommends cancer registries over
mandatory notification, allowing individual-level reporting without legal

obligations. faRa TaRFeT WerssT (WHO) F¥R & fore srforard arftraen & a9 w1
gsiteRor Y Rewier #3ar 8, forad safFasra Tav o Raiféar wera &Y, aftrer wwegeh areaar
T

A better alternative: Expanding the NCRP and cancer screening

JER fdFeq: NCRP 3R F8T 39 &1 fIEdr

The NCRP should be expanded to cover all tertiary and district hospitals, ensuring

comprehensive cancer data collection. NCRP &t ®sft qeftae 3R forerm sreaarat a
faeaTRe e s anfee, aifer samae dFaw 31 wae gaRea fmar o a&|

Improving cancer screening programs would help in early detection, reducing
delayed diagnosis and advanced-stage cases. H#T STd FTIFAT H GUR & IRIEAF
e @3a g, aw &T & e 3R 3ewa TR & AT & FAT e

Encouraging voluntary reporting by oncologists and healthcare providers, rather
than imposing legal mandates, would ensure better data accuracy. 3ifehldieree 3R

FATELT AT JeTa13it GaRT Fdfees Raiféar #t qgrar &, Fwepet sfaardar gias #r a9,
qER 3T FFaT Fiafvaa wyam|

A structured cancer registry system, wider hospital participation, and robust
follow-up mechanisms offer a more effective solution for cancer surveillance in

India. T Feaafeud HuT Tolaor orrell, sarqe eddrer HAfaRY 3R FAsrqe Ireqacdt aF
#Re # F Farreh & e s wemd womumer were X @ §
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Is Syria heading toward
peace or more chaos?

Can the interim government rebuild Syria’s economy?

|gs Paper lI: West Asia

Franciszek Snarski

The story so far:

yria has entered a three-month
period of political and military
uncertainty following the fall of

Bashar al-Assad’s regime in
December 2024. Interim President
Ahmed al-Sharaa is seeking international
legitimacy while navigating internal
instability. His government has reached a
significant agreement with the
U.S.-backed Kurdish Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF), integrating their military
and administrative structures into the
Syrian state. However, conflict persists,
with Israel expanding control in the Golan
Heights under the pretext of
counterterrorism. The country’s economy
remains crippled by Assad-era sanctions,
hindering reconstruction efforts.

‘Who leads the Syrian government?
Since the overthrow of Mr. Assad’s
regime, power has transitioned to an
interim government led by Mr. al-Sharaa,
leader of Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS).

Despite its militant origins, HTS has
rebranded itself as a governing authority,
pledging to respect minority rights.
However, the new administration lacks
full territorial control. Mr. Assad’s loyalists
continue to operate in the coastal region
of Latakia, while the SDF operate in the
northeastern semi-independent Rojava
region.

What is the current state of conflict?
Although the Syrian Arab Army (SAA)
largely disintegrated after Mr. Assad’s
departure, loyalist cells continue
resisting, particularly in Latakia, an

Alawite stronghold. The situati
complicated by ongoing hostilities in the
northeast, where the Turkish-backed
Syrian National Army (SNA) continues
shelling SDF positions as part of Ankara’s
broader strategy to curb Kurdish
influence. Israel has intensified military
operations, launching over 400 airstrikes
in December 2024, targeting military
facilities, airports, warships and
infrastructure. The Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) subsequently advanced beyond the

United Nations Disengagement Observer
Force (UNDOF) buffer zone in the Golan
Heights. The invasion of the UNDOF
zone,has been condemned by the UN as a
violation of international law. Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu justified the
operation as a preventive measure against
“terrorist threats” and demanded that the
new Syrian government demilitarise the
region south of Damascus.

What about reports of Alawite
massacres?

Sectarian violence has escalated in
Latakia since December, with reports of
massacres against the Alawite community.
The U.K.-based Syrian Human Rights
Observatory reported that 1,383 civilians
have been killed by government-allied
groups and Mr. Assad’s loyalists.

The international community has
raised concerns over potential revenge
killings, given HTS’s historically Sunni
Islamist ideology. Critics argue that many
government security officers remain HTS
loyalists, fuelling suspicions of targeted
reprisals. However, Mr. al-Sharaa has

denied any state involvement, attributing
the start to the unrest to misinformation
campaigns allegedly linked to Russia and
Iran.

Why is Syria at risk of further
violence?

Syria remains one of the poorest states in
the world, with over 90% of the
population living under the poverty line.
Combined with the factor of hundreds of
thousands of combatants, whose previous
political-military structures have
disintegrated, wandering around the
country without employment or security,
the region remains ripe for new waves of
violence. These issues could be alleviated,
if Assad-era international sanctions on
Syria’s economy were lifted, nevertheless,
they remain in place, as foreign leaders
remain cautious of the new government.
Mr. al-Sharaa has called for the
reconsideration of sanction regime, with
the first steps being taken by the U.K. and
Canada, easing the trade restrictions on
key petroleum companies and Syrian
Central Bank.

Ultimately, Syria’s future hinges on the
drafting and enforcement of a new
constitution that guarantees minority
rights and national sovereignty. Whether
the interim government can consolidate
power, gain international recognition,
rebuild the economy and prevent further
fragmentation remains uncertain, but the
coming months will be critical in
determining Syria’s path forward.
Franciszek Snarski is currently interning
for The Hindu

Is Syria heading toward peace or more chaos?

a1 W enfer $ir 31 7 T § A7 31 310 3RT=Har ¥ 32

Syria has entered a three-month period of political and military
uncertainty after Bashar al-Assad’s regime fell in December 2024.

fRHeT 2024 A IR I eT-31US & ATHA & Id F a1 HIRAT T 7T fA
Tereifae 3 = srfafRaaar $ sk # Ra R gF ¢

e Interim President Ahmed al-Sharaa is seeking international legitimacy while
dealing with internal instability. AR TSEATT HEAT IA-2ART HATSEIT derar yreed
FYA HTYITH FT ¢ &, ST9fF A rfeywar & Ave w@

¢ His government has reached an agreement with the U.S.-backed Kurdish Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF) to integrate them into the Syrian state. 3T HIHR o

IARF AT & NS sAFReF wrfw (SDF) F1 iRAS Ta & vhigd Fa & fav
s gASIET fRar B

e« However, conflict continues, with Israel expanding control in the Golan Heights

under counterterrorism claims. grelifer, WEY SIRY &, FAIF SIS 3Tdharg faeh

2rat & e T gTSCH 3 3TAT fAg=oT 73T TET B

THE GIST

v

After Assad’s fall in December
2024, interim leader Ahmed
al-Sharaa struggles to
consolidate control, with
loyalist resistance, Kurdish
integration, and ongoing
regional conflicts shaping
Syria’s fragile stability.

v

Fighting continues in key areas
like Latakia, while Israeli
military actions and
Turkish-backed offensives add
to instability; meanwhile,
international sanctions and
economic collapse hinder
Syria’s reconstruction efforts.

e Syria’s economy remains crippled by Assad-era sanctions, slowing

reconstruction efforts. EYRAT F 3rfcaawyT 3T A & yfa«eit F FROT THT 7 §,
e qafeistor it & arem 3w @ d)

Address
Email Id :

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

Page30



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

Who leads the Syrian government?

HIRATE TIHR $T Acfcd PleT T @787

e Since Assad’s fall, an interim government led by Ahmed al-Sharaa, leader of
Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), has taken power. 370 & Ude & d1G, §ITd dgX 37el-
AT (HTS) & ST 3EHE 3el-2ANT & Aqed # U HaReA FHR Far 7 s ¢

o Despite its militant origins, HTS has rebranded itself as a governing authority,
pledging to respect minority rights. 39 3T {el & dE9[G, HTS & Gg FT T ATHA
WIAOT & T & YoT: T 6T § 3R reqseasi & HTAFRI F1 §oAT FI 7 awet
frar 2

e However, the new government lacks full territorial control. Assad loyalists still
operate in Latakia, and the SDF controls northeastern Rojava. LCIED H’%’Wﬂ?

ar qot & =T w1t 81 3rwe wordes ara oft aranfenan & wfiear 8, 3iv SDF q@fw
et 819 F e Far ¥

What is the current state of conflict?
AT HEY Fr feufa #ar g7

o The Syrian Arab Army (SAA) largely disintegrated after Assad’s departure, but
loyalist cells continue resisting, especially in Latakia. ¥ 3el-37H¢ & Silel & ¢

HINATS IRT Q=T (SAA) FThY 8¢ aF @ 718, AfFeT Ford e Ay w7 & qarfear &
e oft A T 1@ €

e Inthe northeast, Turkish-backed Syrian National Army (SNA) continues shelling

SDF positions, aiming to reduce Kurdish influence. qafax #, gt wafda difars
TASET AT (SNA) SDF & foral 0¥ TamaR g7 T W, THwHT 36227 F& 94T 1 A

HIT ¢

o Israel has intensified military operations, launching over 400 airstrikes in
December 2024, targeting military bases, airports, and infrastructure. FsIIgel o
=7 FAIET FY da FT A § 31 fHaR 2024 & 400 ¥ 3fOF gar$ gx7a P §, Gaad
o7 fowmt, gars argst 3R gAY o &1 e e = )

o Israel’s advance beyond the UNDOF buffer zone in the Golan Heights has been
condemned by the UN as a violation of international law. et gIgcd & UNDOF

THT ST F A SIS T FRATE FY HYFA TSE A HARTSET FeeT FT Seoreled I ¢

What about reports of Alawite massacres?

3rerdY FREER A NOEH F TR F 47 FgT T W2
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Sectarian violence has escalated in Latakia since December, with reports of

massacres against the Alawite community. RR¥eX & Faferar & AR a1 9g 18
g, 3R et wAHET & RaTw seHeR 1 RaiE wmwa an$ B

The Syrian Human Rights Observatory reports 1,383 civilian deaths caused by
government-allied groups and Assad loyalists. HIRATS ATAATTAHR FErRATAT & HTAR,
THR FASE g 30X 3r0g AT ganT 1,383 ARTRST HiY g1 $T 715 §

Critics fear HTS’s Sunni Islamist roots may lead to targeted reprisals despite
government denials. 3TaYa®! Y 3T B HTS FY Yoot 3T TS Af@raT wferener H
SIH & Aol §, 7ol & TXHR 3o HRYT F AR T W 8

Why is Syria at risk of further violence?

=T 3 3 s R F sy w1t e

Over 90% of Syrians live under the poverty line, making economic instability a key

driver of violence. ¥REAT Y 90% T 31 3mardy T Y@ & A= ' &, owd i+
31T a1 v W RO o W 2

Thousands of combatants from collapsed military factions remain unemployed,

increasing the risk of renewed conflict. fafea ¥ 7t & FoRT a31@ FVTIR &,
forad 77T Y & ¥u¥ F1 @’ 9¢ @I 8

Economic sanctions from the Assad era remain in place, despite calls from the
interim government for their removal. 3R AIHR EART Gfdaer ger= it AT &
qTaSg, HEG AT & A ufaeer e st amg €

The U.K. and Canada have eased trade restrictions on petroleum companies and
Syria’s central bank, signaling a potential shift. I.&. 3t F=1sT & 9oz Fafera

3 R F F dF W caar yfaeyt & S O €, owd g agae F a9 Ao
gl

Can Syria stabilize its future?

7 TR 379 HTsT ) W FT GFHar 2

Syria’s future depends on drafting and enforcing a new constitution that ensures

minority rights and national sovereignty. Hifiar &1 sifasa vs av @faurs & AaAfor
3R Friraae W AR w0, Y reTHeas! & AR 3 TsdT wwear Y IR &

The interim government must consolidate power, gain international recognition,
and rebuild the economy to prevent further fragmentation. 3raR# IR HY F4T

HTqd A N, HARTSET AT AT Frodd et g1af 3R rdfegaeym 1 gaAfAATor Har g
e et frereer &t (vt 1 T
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« The coming months will be crucial in determining Syria’s path forward. 3iTa

7= DR & a1fsT & Ant F Ui F= § #Ageage! g

Global intelligence chiefs
converge in Delhi meet

Counterterrorism and intelligence-sharing systems among issues discussed at the conference,

which is held a day before Raisina Dialogue; Tulsi Gabbard, Five Eyes chiefs among attendees

[GS Paper II: Multilateral Relations |

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

lobal challenges
G and intelligence-
sharing mechan-

isms, as well as immigra-
tion and extradition, were
among a host of issues dis-
cussed at the fourth confe-
rence of global intelligence
and security chiefs hosted
by National Security Advis-
er Ajit Doval on Sunday.
The meeting had over 28
attendees, according to of-
ficial sources.

The conference is usual-
ly held a day before the an-
nual three-day Raisina Dia-
logue, which is scheduled
this year from March 17 to
19. This year’s conference
and the Dialogue are being
held amid the global un-
certainties caused by U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
policies and the resultant
ripple effects in major is-
sues across the globe.

“The top points on the
agenda were counterterro-
rism, Indo-Pacific coopera-
tion, global challenges, glo-

Building ties: U.S. Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard
met PM Modi last month during his visit to Washington DC. AFp

immigration and extradi-
tion, and transnational
crimes, narcotics and ter-
ror funding,” an official
source in the know said. In-
telligence sharing on tran-
snational crimes and coun-
terterrorism were the key
issues for India, another of-
ficial said.

Around 20 countries
were represented at the
conference, including the
U.S., Canada, Australia,
and Russia, it was learnt.
U.S. Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard

with Mr. Doval. She was al-
so scheduled to speak at
the Raisina Dialogue.

“I am Wheels Up on a
multi-nation trip to the In-
do-Pacific, a region I know
very well having grown up
as a child of the Pacific. 'l
be going to Japan, Thai-
land, and India, with a
brief stop in France en
route back to DC. Building
strong relationships, un-
derstanding, and open
lines of communication
are vital to achieving Presi-
dent Trump’s objectives of

posted on X on March 11
before beginning her trip.

The chiefs of the Five
Eyes countries, comprising
Australia, Canada, New
Zealand, the United King-
dom, and the U.S., were all
present, though it was not
clear if a separate meeting
of the Five Eyes chiefs with
Mr. Doval was in the offing.

The visit of Canadian
spy chief Daniel Rogers has
come as India looks to re-
set its with Ottawa after a
deep freeze in bilateral re-
lationship over Hardeep
Singh Nijjar murder case.

The conference is or-
ganised by the country’s
external intelligence agen-
cy, the Research and Ana-
lysis Wing (RAW) and the
National Security Council
Secretariat (NSCS) that re-
ports to Mr. Doval.

The meet was held for
the first time in April 2022
a day before the start of the
Raisina Dialogue, India’s
flagship conference on ge-
opolitics and geo-strategy,
organised by the Ministry
of External Affairs in col-

laboration with the Obser-
ver Research Foundation.

bal security and
intel-sharing mechanisms,

attended the meeting and
reportedly also held talks

peace, freedom and pros-
perity...,” Ms. Gabbard

Global intelligence chiefs converge in Delhi meet

7% faeeh 7 ARaw givar wpal #1 doF smafoa
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Counterterrorism and intelligence-sharing systems among issues
discussed at the conference, which is held a day before Raisina
Dialogue; Tulsi Gabbard, Five Eyes chiefs among attendees.

A # ATawarg fae 3 givar-arsmeor yonfaat afge Feet o1 T =t
$1 18, S TFHAT STHATT A T T Tg el AT g, Joreit dsars, wrga
TS YA E 39FeYd W

o Global challenges and intelligence-sharing mechanisms, as well as immigration and
extradition, were among a host of issues discussed at the fourth conference of global
intelligence and security chiefs hosted by National Security Adviser Ajit Doval on
Sunday.

dfaer At 3R Gihar-Arsireor =, AT &1 3M9arde 3T Feaqor, IFaR 1 Ied
GR&TT Hellgeh 3Tofid StaTel SaRT AT 3fRaeh Githar 3R Geat vaa & =il dosh &
Tt fhT 1T

e The meeting had over 28 attendees, according to official sources.

ITRreRINeR FaT & ITTAR, Sooh & 28 I 37t Gicermel I

e The conference is usually held a day before the annual three-day Raisina Dialogue,
which is scheduled this year from March 17 to 19.

g AFH A ATATTT: ATV diiel GaET TSHIT ST F Teh ol Tgel AT fohar
ST g, SN ST Ay 17 19 AT deb AuiRT &

o This year’s conference and the Dialogue are being held amid the global uncertainties
caused by U.S. President Donald Trump’s policies and the resultant ripple effects in
major issues across the globe.

30 a¥ T TFACI IR STereT AR Isgufa SATes g T Afar 31 39
aRUTAETERY dfRaeh Heal 7 YeT 8ol arell HTATREAA3 & drer 3rfore v o @ 2

e “The top points on the agenda were counterterrorism, Indo-Pacific cooperation, global
challenges, global security and intel-sharing mechanisms, immigration and extradition,
and transnational crimes, narcotics and terror funding,” an official source in the know
said.

"Tols WX MY Toig 3Mciendre; faRTeR, S51-Ofafther Fgiter, dRaeh galfaar, afdae gt 3R
3TdhareT TadaIyoT &," Teh AT TR T of FaTl
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Intelligence sharing on transnational crimes and counterterrorism were the key issues for
India, another official said.

CIHeRTeTer 3TORTHT 3 3MTerare faRTE GRAAT-ATSTTHRoT 3R & T 9@ Heg 3, T
3= AR TF o Hell

Around 20 countries were represented at the conference, including the U.S., Canada,
Australia, and Russia, it was learnt.

FFACT H ST 20 21T T Fia e ftea o, foad e T AR, Fasr, ieeferar
Wwama,mmwgél

U.S. Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard attended the meeting and reportedly
also held talks with Mr. Doval. She was also scheduled to speak at the Raisina Dialogue.

AR AT Gt e Jerell Asars dooh 7 U g5 AR FATIn 1T & Segiet A
Srarel I 3 ST Y1 g8 TSHAT ST F Sierey & forw oy FeutRa ot

“I am Wheels Up on a multi-nation trip to the Indo-Pacific, a region | know very well
having grown up as a child of the Pacific. I'll be going to Japan, Thailand, and India, with
a brief stop in France en route back to DC. Building strong relationships, understanding,
and open lines of communication are vital to achieving President Trump’s objectives of
peace, freedom and prosperity...,” Ms. Gabbard posted on X on March 11 before
beginning her trip.

"ﬁéﬁ-ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁvwa@wwww@é, ﬁwm%mﬁa@ac—a&rm
méwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁéswau—aé:mﬁaé’rg‘éél H STUTe, arSels, 3R HIRA ST @
g, AR SR Sfled T i H Ueh ATATCT 3g1d 819 | Holqd Heell, TAT 3R el Fare
XGTT T H¥aAT Tafd T & QAifd, Faerar 3 FHE & el 1 ured el & fow
HEcaYUT g..." A AeaTS o 11 AT T 39T 7T YE el F Gged X T e foha|

The chiefs of the Five Eyes countries, comprising Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the
United Kingdom, and the U.S., were all present, though it was not clear if a separate
meeting of the Five Eyes chiefs with Mr. Doval was in the offing.

IS TSt a2t o wad, foierat 3iteeforr, sarst, 7gaiels, erses fhrsH iR wgad
T 3AReT nfaer §, Teft 3ufeya 2, grenfes a8 Tase =18t AT foh 4 StaTel & T1Y BIga
ST JHET T Ueh ITelaT Seh FEATTI T I7 7L |

The visit of Canadian spy chief Daniel Rogers has come as India looks to reset its
relationship with Ottawa after a deep freeze in bilateral relationship over Hardeep Singh
Nijjar murder case.

ma@wmmwmﬁmgm%mm@rdeepﬁgm
g1 ATHS HT oI HATTIaT & ATY 391 &Ia9aiiT HaYT I T & T et T HITALT I

w®Ie
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e The conference is organised by the country’s external intelligence agency, the Research
and Analysis Wing (RAW) and the National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS) that
reports to Mr. Doval.

I FFACE G T STedT GiHAT Tordll, RE U8 waArfafdg faar (RAW) 3R Ty geam
gRvE dfaarer (NSCS) SaRT AT fohdl ST &, i 4T S1aTel sl RUIE aXdm g

e The meet was held for the first time in April 2022 a day before the start of the Raisina
Dialogue, India’s flagship conference on geopolitics and geo-strategy, organised by the
Ministry of External Affairs in collaboration with the Observer Research Foundation.

Ig d3% Tgell IR el 2022 H TSHAT STAeITaT Y TN ¥ Ueh oot Tgel IS v 18
oY, S R T T FFAS & ST -Tsfel el 3R $-Iorahfar R e 8, 3 s fader
HIATT o 3iTeota} RAT B33 & JgAeT ¥ 3rATad fohar 1
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New Bill proposes jail
term up to 7 years for
using forged passport

GS Paper II: Governance

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Anyone found using a
forged passport or visa for
entering, exiting or staying
in India will be punished
with a jail term of up to se-
ven years and a fine to the
extent of %10 lakh if the
new immigration Bill is ap-
proved by Parliament.

The Bill also provides
for mandatory reporting of
information about foreign-
ers by hotels, universities,
other educational institu-
tions, hospitals and nurs-
ing homes to enable track-
ing of overstaying
foreigners.

International  airlines
and ships must submit pas-
senger and crew manifests
at Indian ports.

The Bill states that using
forged documents for en-
tering, exiting or staying in
India can lead to imprison-
ment of two years to seven
years and a penalty of 1
lakh to 10 lakh. Foreigners
entering without valid doc-
uments may face up to five
years in jail and fines up to
%5 lakh.

The Immigration and
Foreigners Bill, 2025, is
comprehensive legislation

ng to foreigners and
immigration.

Matters relating to fo-
reigners and immigration
are presently administered
through four Acts - the
Passport (Entry into India)
Act, 1920, the Registration
of Foreigners Act, 1939, the
Foreigners Act, 1946, and
the Immigration (Carriers’
Liability) Act, 2000. All
these laws are now pro-
posed to be repealed.

This legislation is in line
with the government’s pol-
icy of simplification of
laws, ease of doing busi-
ness and minimising com-
pliance burden. It seeks to
balance the requirements
of national security and re-
lated issues of immigration
of foreigners with the need
to promote economic
growth and tourism.

According to existing
laws, all foreigners on long-
term - more than 180 days
- student, medical, re-
search, employment, mis-
sionary and project visas
are required to register
with the Foreigners Re-
gional Registration Officer
(FRRO) or the Foreigners
Registration Officer (FRO)
concerned, having juris-
diction over the place,
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New Bill proposes jail term up to 7
years for using forged passport

1T e STl Ir9IE & 39T 9N 7
AT dF hT TST T AT FIaT &

Anyone found using a forged passport or
visa for entering, exiting, or staying in
India will be punished with ajail term of up
to seven years and a fine up to ¥10 lakh if
the new immigration Bill is approved by
Parliament.

T A A, e a1 gt & farw Srelt
QrE9E AT ST T 3TN I arel fmaT oY
safad i, IR 741 HvATE Ao ¥6g @
gk ghar 8, af 7 |1el & Y oo 3 T10 9w
e T FATAT AT ST

. The Bill also provides for mandatory reporting of
information about foreigners by hotels, universities,
other educational institutions, hospitals, and nursing
homes to enable tracking of overstaying foreigners.

g At Rl ARSI HT ST 31 giedT,

B o AfAard & F RU¥E F3a 1 Jraeired ¥ g, s
SUTET UAY dF St arel A ATTReT 9T o & 5
&1

. International airlines and ships must submit

toregulate all mattersrelat-  within 14 days of arrival. passenger and crew manifests at Indian ports.
HAWTSERT TIRATEH 3 T T R deTmet 9 I
3R =T ger iy A STAT FEA B

e The Bill states that using forged documents for entering, exiting, or staying in India
can lead to imprisonment of two years to seven years and a penalty of ¥1 lakh to
%10 lakh.
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o Foreigners entering without valid documents may face up to five years in jail and
fines up to ¥5 lakh.

e cEaraet F 9T 939 FIA gt faeelY ATRE 1 5 AT dF HY Fer 31K T5 AG TF FT
STATT &1 Fehell &

e The Immigration and Foreigners Bill, 2025, is comprehensive legislation to regulate
all matters relating to foreigners and immigration.

ryarae 3R el AR fadas, 2025 el AR 3R 3myaras & aafaa gt
AT 1 [AAATAT et & FoIw caraeh gt g

o Matters relating to foreigners and immigration are presently administered through four
Acts —

faeeft ARt 3R 3TTETEST & 7S ATHE B TAAT F AR FAT & dod GaTfeld fhdm
ST 8 -

o The Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920
I (AR & y3en) fafaas, 1920

o The Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939
el ARTRERT &1 gsienor 3rfafawe, 1939

o The Foreigners Act, 1946
et el srfafa=eT, 1946

o The Immigration (Carriers’ Liability) Act, 2000
ATYAT (T 3aaldea) rfafagsr, 2000

o All these laws are now proposed to be repealed.

o7 THY FITeAT Y 3T TATET FIA FT yFAT R

e This legislation is in line with the government’s policy of simplification of laws, ease
of doing business, and minimizing compliance burden.

Ig T8I WIEHR Y Fefell 1 A T, SATIR FIA H IAA 961 3 3rqarersr asr
Y FH FI BT AN D 3T B

e |t seeks to balance national security with economic growth and tourism promotion.

Ig TSErT Gt AR 3T gefr 7 gdea wasr & e Helel AT Hlet hl TITH HIcll
gl

e According to existing laws, all foreigners on long-term visas (more than 180 days) for
student, medical, research, employment, missionary, and project purposes must
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register with the Foreigners Regional Registration Officer (FRRO) or the Foreigners
Registration Officer (FRO) within 14 days of arrival.

TAATT FTefell o 3778, 180 fat & 3rftrs worwr & forw o, faferewn, e, IR,
fAread 3t RS ST R AR 3 arer Tl fadeft AR S 3merHa & 14 R F
i el &= gsitervor 3T (FRRO) I fadel gsiievor 3Rl (FRO) & I
YSHTEHTOT AT AT & |
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In a 2014 judgment, Supreme Court
had favoured ‘linguistic secularism’

|GS Paper II: Polity

NEWS ANALYSIS

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The debate over the lan-
guage formula in the Na-
tional Education Policy
rages, though the Supreme
Court had favoured “lin-
guistic secularism”, or the
acceptance of the legiti-
mate aspirations of the
speakers of different lan-
guages in India, in a 2014
judgment.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter M.K. Stalin has accused
the Centre of imposing
Hindi through the National
Education Policy at the
cost of “totally destroying
Tamil Nadu’s progress in
education”.

The court in U.P. Hindi
Sahittya Sammelan vs State
of U.P. in September 2014
had observed that the
mode of development or
evolution of both law and
language in the country
was “organic”. Indian lan-
guage laws, the court said,
were “not rigid but accom-
modative — the object be-
ing to secure linguistic
secularism”.

The judgment referred
to Constitutional expert

In a 2014 judgment, Supreme Court had favoured ‘linguistic

secularism’

The court said Indian language
laws were not rigid but
accommodative. FILE PHOTO

H.M. Seervai’s commen-
tary on the conflict which
arose in the Constituent
Assembly in 1949 over the
question of Hindi as a “na-
tional language”. A com-
promise proposed in the
Munshi-Ayyangar formula
led to the inclusion of Arti-
cle 343 in the Constitution
declaring Hindi in the De-
vanagari script as the offi-
cial language of the Union.

‘Official language’

“Though Hindi was select-
ed as the official language,
it could not be described as
the national language, for,
it was not the language
generally spoken in all
parts of India, and though
spoken by the largest sin-

gle group of people, that
group did not constitute
the majority of people in
India. Besides, there were
regional languages such as
Bengali in Bengal, Tamil in
Madras, and Marathi and
Gujarati in the erstwhile
State of Bombay which
were spoken by large pop-
ulations and it was claimed
for those languages that
they were more developed
than Hindi. Hindi was the-
refore described as the offi-
cial language,” the judg-
ment quoted from Mr.
Seervai’s commentary.
Article 351 however im-
poses a “duty” on the Un-
ion government to pro-
mote the spread of the
Hindi language. However,
the Allahabad High Court,
in its 1982 judgment in Su-
nil K.R. Sahastrabudhey vs
Director, IIT Kanpur, ob-
served that “although Hin-
di is the national language
of India and Article 351 lays
down a duty on the Union
to promote the spread of
Hindi language to develop
it so that it may serve as a
medium of expression for
all the elements of the
composite culture of India,
there is no right conferred
on any citizen to compel
an institution to impart

education in that particu-
lar language”.

Besides, Article 29(1) of
the Constitution recog-
nised that “every section of
the society which has a dis-
tinct language script or cul-
ture of its own” has the
fundamental right to con-
serve the same.

“This is a right which is
conferred on both majori-
ty and minority,” the top
court had underscored.

The Supreme court,
while responding to
whether a student or a pa-
rent or a citizen has a right
to choose the medium of
instruction at primary
school level in State of Kar-
nataka vs Associated Man-
agement of Primary & Se-
condary Schools, said the
fundamental right to
speech and expression un-
der Article 19 included the
freedom of a primary class
student to choose the lan-
guage of instruction. The
court said the state cannot
impose control over such a
choice.

In this, the court had ta-
ken a leaf from the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s conclusion
in Pierce v. Society of Sisters
of Holy Names in 1924 that
“a child is not a mere crea-
ture of the State”.

2014 & e bad &, FHleT FIE 7 'H1TS eAfATdaTar 1 aAdT

T
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The debate over the language formula in the National Education
Policy continues, though the Supreme Court had favoured “linguistic
secularism” in a 2014 judgment.

e fareT Af F oo gF R 7w IR B, gty GHA FE A 2014 F
thaer & " 4TS erAfAdeTaT FT GHAT FRaT o1

o Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has accused the Centre of imposing Hindi
through the National Education Policy, claiming it is destroying Tamil Nadu’s
progress in education.

dffrearg & FeIas H.F. T o Fg TWHR R IS Ra Afq & aregw  f{d
ATt T RIT T 3R e o s8@ affrereng #r Rraw F yarfa arftra 8y @ 81

e The court, in U.P. Hindi Sahittya Sammelan vs State of U.P. (September 2014),
observed that the development of law and language in the country was “organic”.

fdex 2014 # ot R wifeewr wresr a1 3T w&or T A & A FE A Fgl fh
&I & Fiefet 3R 19T 7 A " Horfod T & e gan &

e The court stated that Indian language laws were “not rigid but accommodative” with
the aim of securing linguistic secularism.

T o el Toh HRAT HIT FefeT "FOR 7! dfed AT 8, TSTeTerl 34T H9TS
ATATIETAT 1 GlATRET T B

e The judgment referred to Constitutional expert H.M. Seervai’s commentary on the
1949 Constituent Assembly debate over Hindi as a national language.

=g thaer 7 wfaene v v va. HRarg fr 1949 & afyema @ i 5@ W feeuoly Fr
Sool@ o 31T, Tora# fREY I I 19T STt T ol faare |

e A compromise inthe Munshi-Ayyangar formula led to the inclusion of Article 343 in
the Constitution, declaring Hindi in Devanagari script as the official language of the
Union.

He-3TAR Biofe A gU FAAl & FROT WIGeTeT  3refedre 343 Sist 747, e agamndy
fafd F R & wa i srfrawie smar ¥ fomar arm)

o Official language, not national language: The court stated that Hindi was selected
as the official language but not as the national language.

TR 31T, ALY ST AT I7eTolcd o el o FEY I IfAFRF $mer Form aram, AHfepet
TSERT HTST AGT FATT 37T |
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Article 351 imposes a duty on the Union government to promote the spread of Hindi.

HTed 351 dhg TEN T R & vaR-qaw i FwaAgr s ¢

The Allahabad High Court (1982) ruled in Sunil K.R. Sahastrabudhey vs Director, IIT
Kanpur that there is no right to compel an institution to impart education in Hindi.

FATETETE 818 I (1982) & Feltel .3, HEEAGEY T AGUF, IMEHTEE FIAY ATHSA
H et o fadlY oft wear & Y o Rram & & fore ame a1t o o waan|

Article 29(1) of the Constitution states that every section of society with a distinct
language, script, or culture has the fundamental right to conserve it.

AT & 3eTes 29(1) & e, forelt oft warer & faflse smmor, ARy ar wepfar Y
BT FE1 7 Al AAFR B

The Supreme Court highlighted that this right applies to both majority and minority
groups.

FHIH FIE F gl o g HAFR TgHeas FN FeTHETS Akl W ar] g ¥

In State of Karnataka vs Associated Management of Primary & Secondary
Schools, the Supreme Court ruled that the fundamental right to speech and
expression (Article 19) includes a student’s freedom to choose the medium of
instruction.

FeAlcH Tod ATH THITATES AdSAe A TBadl U3 Qs Thew A &, R FE S
el o regeda 19 & aga amvor 3R rffeafFa 1 #ifore srftrer & o i Rram i sma
A Y AT AT g

The state cannot impose control over a student’s language choice for education.

ST GIFR AT F AT o1 Y H19T Y 980 9T AIA0T ALY o9 FFel|

The court referred to the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1924 ruling in Pierce v. Society of
Sisters, which stated that "a child is not a mere creature of the State".

JeTeld & U, A FIE F 1924 F e (Frad gamer Frasr 3w f{eed) #1 garen
e, fo e gr 737 27 fF " U a=a1 dhao Tsd o7 efiarey gofy 787 & |
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India, New Zealand resume
trade deal talks after decade

The FTA negotiations aim to achieve balanced outcomes that enhance supply chain integration

and improve market access, says Commerce Ministry after a meeting between Goyal and McClay

GS Paper llI: India-
New Zealand

z|=s

EW DELHI

fter a gap of about
A 10 years, India and
New Zealand on

Sunday announced re-
sumption of negotiations
for a proposed free trade
agreement (FTA) to boost
economic ties.

India and New Zealand
began negotiating the
Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreement
(CECA) in April 2010 to
boost trade in goods, ser-
vices, and investment. Ho-
wever, after 10 rounds of
discussions, the talks
stalled in February 2015.

“The two nations are
pleased to announce the
launch of negotiations for a
comprehensive and mu-
tually beneficial India-New
Zealand Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) negotiations,”
the Commerce Ministry
said.

The announcement was
made after a meeting of
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal and
Todd McClay, New Zea-
land’s Minister for Trade
and Investment.

Prime Minister of New
Zealand Christopher Lux-
on is here on a four-day vi-

Deep dive: Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal with New Zealand
Trade Minister Todd McClay in New Delhi on Sunday. ANI

sit from Sunday.

“The India-New Zealand
FTA negotiations aim to
achieve balanced out-
comes that enhance sup-
ply chain integration and
improve market access,” it
said. “With bilateral trade
continuing to grow steadi-
ly, surpassing USD 1 billion
during April-January 2025,
the FTA negotiations aim
to unlock new avenues for
businesses and consum-
ers, fostering mutual
growth and prosperity of
our nations,” Mr. Goyal
said in a post on X.

According to think tank

Global Trade Research In-
itiative (GTRI), a major
challenge in the renewed
talks will be the disparity
in tariff structures.

Common ground

New Zealand’s average im-
port tariff is only 2.3%,
with over half of its tariff
lines already duty-free,
meaning Indian goods al-
ready have substantial ac-
cess to its market.

In contrast, India’s aver-
age tariff stands at 17.8%,
meaning it would have to
make significant reduc-
tions, making a traditional

FTA less attractive for In-
dia. “As talks resume, both
countries will need to find
common ground on these
issues to move forward
successfully,” GTRI foun-
der Ajay Srivastava said.

He said earlier New Zea-
land was demanding grea-
ter access to India’s dairy
market, which India resist-
ed to protect its domestic
dairy industry that sup-
ports millions of farmers.

Currently, India’s dairy
imports from New Zealand
are minimal (around $0.57
million), and while India
may consider limited im-
ports of value-added dairy
products, it remains firm
against allowing raw dairy
imports, he said. India was
also reluctant to lower ta-
riffs on New Zealand’s dai-
ry, meat, and wine ex-
ports, while New Zealand
pushed for more favoura-
ble trade terms.

“Pressure from the U.S.
to open India’s dairy and
agriculture sectors may al-
so influence negotiations,”
Mr. Srivastava said, adding
that another key issue was
India’s demand for easier
movement of its skilled
professionals and better
access for its IT and servic-
es sector.

India, New
Zealand resume
trade deal talks
after decade

R AR wgsitels
o Teh &2AH dI

SOIYR GHSA T
ardt R @ qw hr

After a gap of
about 10 years,
India and New
Zealand
announced the
resumption of
negotiations for a
proposed free
trade agreement
(FTA) on Sunday to
boost economic
ties.

STT8T4T 10 TTeT &
HATAT F 91, AR
3R gfels & R

I AFd AR FAFIS (FTA) F faT arer=iia {6y @ & FI AT wiwom
T nfde gaul w1 Aerad frar s @

India and New Zealand began negotiating the Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreement (CECA) in April 2010 to boost trade in goods, services, and
investment. However, after 10 rounds of discussions, the talks stalled in February

2015.
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o “The two nations are pleased to announce the launch of negotiations for a
comprehensive and mutually beneficial India-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement
(FTA),” the Commerce Ministry said.

AIOTST HATTT =1 gl " SNl U HRA-7Yoiel s HFA AR FAFI (FTA) & fare samae
3R IREIRF T F ATHFHY ATAT YE FI A ST FA E

e The announcement was made after a meeting between Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal and Todd McClay, New Zealand’s Minister for Trade and
Investment.

Ig ENVOT AIfOrsT T 35T #:t fIgy MIer AR ~gEhels & SR e fader #:5 efs dAea
& 1T oo & 916 H TS|

e New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon is on a four-day visit to India
starting from Sunday.

TgEitels & THTeHE FFEeIHY aFde Waar @ 9R R s I W E

o “The India-New Zealand FTA negotiations aim to achieve balanced outcomes that
enhance supply chain integration and improve market access,” the ministry said.

HRT-7gaiTels {FA SATIR FAHNAT (FTA) AT T 3652 et ST & ThIHIOT HY
=11 3R AR IET A GUR FIAT &," FHAT o gl |

o Bilateral trade between India and New Zealand surpassed USD 1 billion during April-
January 2025, and the FTA aims to unlock new business opportunities.

AR AR Fgaitals & e gfaeiir sarr srita-seradt 2025 & 2RI 1 3 AR stew
o 3170 &1 713, 3R FTA F1 36520 7§ Saaie AHTGA13T $) @ierer g |

o Global Trade Research Initiative (GTRI) highlighted tariff disparities as a major
challenge in the renewed talks.

Teliaer ¢35 R sfaflefed (GTRI) & e sraarmeransit 1 Adehed ardt # v v
Al & &9 F Tg|

Common Ground

AT Hg AT

e New Zealand’s average import tariff is only 2.3%, with over half of its tariff lines
already duty-free, meaning Indian goods already have substantial access to its
market.
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=goitels FT 3iae 3T Yo AT 2.3% ¢, AR 30F 31 F 3770+ 3eTg Y- AFT E,
forad sRehar avq3it #1 vga @ & s8d TSR # 3o 9gT 9o ¢

o India’s average tariff stands at 17.8%, meaning it would have to make significant
reductions, making a traditional FTA less attractive for India.

AR T AT Yok 17.8% ¢, [08 e H Ageaqot Feldt Fwel grft, foed arafs
HFd SATIR GASIAT (FTA) HRA & AT Fo1 3mFda 8 aFar ¢

o Earlier, New Zealand demanded greater access to India's dairy market, which India
resisted to protect its domestic dairy industry that supports millions of farmers.

Igel, 7shes A TR & 37 AR & A g i A1 1 Y, 5 817 o I X
T, Fifer saeT ave 398 3gAeT arEt RFamEt S gAY e T 6l

e India's dairy imports from New Zealand are minimal, around $0.57 million. While
India may allow limited imports of value-added dairy products, it remains firm
against raw dairy imports.

~qaitels W TR 1 3TN AT Sgd A §, 19T $0.57 AT | grefifeh, R e
Hafta 38 seurel & WA e ¥ 3egAfT & Thahl 8, Afehet Fee 378 eurel & At
F @A e

¢ India was also reluctant to lower tariffs on New Zealand’s dairy, meat, and wine
exports, while New Zealand pushed for more favorable trade terms.

HRA wgitels & 330, AT AR T AT W ek F7 FI & faw sifaegs a1, sefn
wgeitdls & IfAF e AR rdt & fav garT sram|

e U.S. pressure to open India’s dairy and agriculture sectors may also influence
negotiations.

AR & 37 3R F &=t : Greret F e 3R F7 g off arat F wenfaa #X gwar
gl

e Another key issue is India’s demand for easier movement of skilled professionals
and better access for its IT and services sector.

Ueh 3R FAaOT FGET R HY Ferer AT AT AT Y ITATT Faarat 1 #A7er 3 IS
TE dar &7 & AT I A B
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS))

1.

Bodo Peace Accord proved Cong. wrong: Shah in
Assam

a1EY erifa gHEla F FEF FY Tad Tifad A 3@aT 7 aE

. What is Elon Musk’s Starlink all about?

Tl AEH F TCRfAS FAT 87

. Wanted LeT terrorist Abu Qatal killed by gunmen in

Pakistan

IS TFHT-T-AIET ITAFATGT I Fellel IfFEaret A

. Centre has approved Chandrayaan-5 mission: ISRO

$g THR o TGATA-5 FAereT Y A & 38

. SpaceX Crew docks with ISS to reach astronauts stuck

in space for 9 months

FIYUFH F ISTHCH A F3T, 9 Al { N 3rafar aifat
T e

. Air pollution will lower India’s solar generation capacity:

study
qrg JEUOT IR $T W IcUTEe &THAT T FH HIIM: HETIA

. Birefringence: different in different directions

ZRradet (arsRRe): srerT-arerer fRensit & sraer wena
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Bodo Peace Accord proved
Cong. wrong: Shah in Assam

Pact brought peace, development in region, says Union Home Minister at annual conference of

the All Bodo Students’ Union; adds Modi freed Northeast from terrorism, bandhs, and blockades

GUWAHATI

nion Home Minis-
U ter Amit Shah in As-
sam on Sunday said

the Congress had mocked
him after he signed the
third Bodo Peace Accord,
but it had sustained, prov-
ing the party wrong.

Mr. Shah took a swipe at
the Congress while ad-
dressing the 57th annual
conference of the All Bodo
Students’ Union (ABSU) at
Dotma near Kokrajhar,
headquarters of the 8,970-
sq.-km. Bodoland Territo-
rial Region (BTR), where
tribal council elections are
due in December.

The BTR is ruled by the
United People’s Party Lib-
eral (UPPL) in alliance with
the BJP. The Congress is
likely to be the only main-
stream party to challenge
them in the elections.

“The Congress made
fun of me when the BTR
peace agreement was
signed. They said there will
be no peace in Bodoland
and this agreement will
turn out to be a joke. To-
day, the accord has

GS Paper lll: Internal Security

Amit Shah plays a traditional drum at the 57th annual conference of
the All Bodo Students’ Union in Kokrajhar, Assam, on Sunday. ANI

brought peace and deve-
lopment in a region where
discussions once revolved
around conflict and
bloodshed,” he said.

Lauds ABSU’s role

The Minister lauded the
ABSU for its big role in the
prevailing peace and deve-
lopment in the BTR, which
comprises five districts.
“There would have been
no peace in Bodoland
without the union’s invol-
vement,” he said, adding
that the government had
provided 1,500 crore for
the development of the
BTR administered by the

Bodoland Territorial Area Districts

01530 60 90 120
e m—lometer

1 Kokrajhar
2 Chirang
3 Baksa

4 Udalguri

Address
Email Id

)

PAKISTAN

INDIEN

autonomous Bodoland
Territorial Council (BTC).

Focus on rehabilitation
Mr. Shah said the Centre
had spent the bulk of 3287
crore in the past three
years on the rehabilitation
of 4,881 extremists who
signed the 2020 peace ac-
cord along with the ABSU.
Altogether nine peace
accords had been signed in
Assam, and more than
10,000  youth  were
brought to the mainstream
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the Minister said.
“Modiji freed the entire

Northeast from terrorism,
bandhs, and blockades.”

Lauding Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma for employing 400
of such Bodo youth in a
commando battalion, he
commended BTC chief
Pramod Boro for several
initiatives to strengthen
peace and development in
the region.

The Home Minister an-
nounced that the Centre
would name a major road
in Delhi after Bodofa
(Guardian of the Bodos)
Upendranath Brahma,
who was born at Dotma.
“Bodofa’s bust will be un-
veiled there in April in the
presence of all your lead-
ers and the Assam Chief
Minister,” he said.

Anti-drugs drive
Referring to the seizure of
methamphetamine tablets
worth ¥88 crore, and the
arrest of four members of
an international drug car-
tel in Imphal and Guwahati
recently, Mr. Shah said the
Modi government’s crack-
down on drugs would con-
tinue. “No mercy for drug
cartels,” he said on X.

Bodo Peace
Accord proved
Cong. wrong:
Shah in Assam

areY enfa st
o A F Told
gifed fFan 3\
# enE

Union Home
Minister Amit
Shah in Assam on
Sunday said the
Congress had
mocked him after
he signed the third
Bodo Peace
Accord, but it had
sustained, proving
the party wrong.
FAT 78 7 AT
g A IAIR Y
IEAAFE &
e aEY enfer

FHSANT FIA F 91 FEH A 3AHT HATH
3STAT 4T, oifheT I GFstlar oy w3k

CHINA

FIEY HT Teld ATfad ATl

Mr. Shah took a swipe at Congress while
addressing the 57th annual conference of the All
Bodo Students’ Union (ABSU) at Dotma near
Kokrajhar, the headquarters of the 8,970-sq.-km.
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Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR). Mg # A TX ool F&< §T FIFSIR & IIH SIeAT
# AT 3iter SIS FgSTH AT (ABSU) F 573 aiffias geaterer &1 Hafed fham| ag
&1 8,970 T3t it F aigiels eRANer farer (BTR) &7 A=areorT B
Congress doubted the peace agreement
HE o aifd gastla | @3g Famn

e “The Congress made fun of me when the BTR peace agreement was signed. They

said there will be no peace in Bodoland and this agreement will turn out to be a
joke. Today, the accord has brought peace and development in a region where

discussions once revolved around conflict and bloodshed.” "si& diE3mRT nfa
AT §3T, T HIAH o A FAATh 331T| 31 g foh Aerels # enifer =7gh ameat 3R 7
TASIAT AT AT 91| 37T, T8 TASAT U O &1 & anifay 3 Ay aw aman €,
STt uger Ty 3T TEaara Y & T3t g Y|

ABSU’s role in maintaining peace

ABSU #r 2rifr F=Te T 7 sffarar

e The Minister lauded the ABSU for its big role in the prevailing peace and
development in the BTR, which comprises five districts. ?‘Iﬁ'ﬁ?ﬂ#ABSU FY TEAT F,
fSre=y BTR # erifer X e aeire T@at A Agcaqur s{ffer fems, S aiw fora & e g3m
gl

e He added that the government had provided 1,500 crore for the development of
BTR, administered by the autonomous Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC). 3=glet
gl [ IR o FTaI dEies TRERIST F13RA (BTC) gart 7afad BTR & R &
foT 1,500 A3 veTT fFU|

Rehabilitation of extremists and youth empowerment
3qratieat FT YoAatd A Jarit FT HEIURT 7 ATl

e Mr. Shah said the Centre had spent ¥287 crore in the past three years on the
rehabilitation of 4,881 extremists who signed the 2020 peace accord along with

ABSU. 2ITg & FeT i &g ¥ Rt ofier awf 3 4,881 37rafeat & qoraar oX 2287 FU3 @H
fre, Segisl 2020 enfa @astld W ABSU & |1y g&d1aR fve 9

o Atotal of nine peace accords had been signed in Assam, and more than 10,000
youth were brought to the mainstream under the leadership of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi. 3r8# & et =it nifer TR TR EATER g0 & 3R Terera= g A &
Aed 7 10,000 ¥ 3rflre Farait T FAETeRT F arr v g

« “Modiji freed the entire Northeast from terrorism, bandhs, and blockades.” "®¥sit
A Q 3T P HTdFaTe, 96 3R dAThaar F FFd )"

e Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma employed 400 Bodo youth in a
commando battalion, while BTC chief Pramod Boro took several initiatives to

strengthen peace and development in the region. (& % HEIHA fgra faear awaT
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400 a3y Fanait F FaATEY Ferferas # gaa B, SafF BTC wyw woilg a0 & &=  anifar
3R e t ATy F F v w5 gger A

Honoring Bodo leader Upendranath Brahma
NS AT IYEATT FTEAT HY GFATT

e Mr. Shah announced that the Centre would name a major road in Delhi after
Bodofa (Guardian of the Bodos) Upendranath Brahma. 2ITg & €YYo &Y f& Fg ealt
# UF WG W3F FT A ANSIGT (AT FAGTT & HIETH) IUGATYT FEAT & A I T@|

o “Bodofa’s bust will be unveiled in April in the presence of Assam Chief Minister

and Bodo leaders.” "aYSIGT $T ST 3riter 3 3rwsr & Fegw 3 Azt Aanst Hr
3ufeufa & sramavor i sme)”

Anti-drugs drive and crackdown on cartels
srefielt ganait & Reme s it Mfhanst w FRas

o Referring to the seizure of methamphetamine tablets worth ¥88 crore, and the arrest
of four members of an international drug cartel in Imphal and Guwahati, Mr. Shah

said the Modi government’s crackdown on drugs would continue. ¥88 ardsa\?:ra?r
HYTABEATS Saaie Y Feclt X ST T FETETEN # U HRASET 59T FIEA & TR TGHT
T FRTFAR 7 575 Xl §T, ATE o FgT & A THR F1 Aefieh ganait & f@eme rfdamer
SIRY T8

« “No mercy for drug cartels,” he said on X. "33 ATRAATHT & fAT F1E IgH AST g1,
3egla X (€faex) W e
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What is Elon Musk’s Starlink all about?

What is Starlin

and how does it work? Why does it face regulatory hurdles in India? Why hasn't India auctioned satellite spectrum? What impact could US. trade

pressure have on Starlink's approval? What government approvals does Starlink need?

(GS Paper lll: S&T
EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep

The story so far:
harti Airtel and Reliance Jio
have signed distribution pacts
with SpaceX Corp!’s Starlink
service to bring satellite
internet access to India. The distribution
pacts are a reversal from the telecom
industry’s reluctance to quickly make the
Starlink service available in India without
auctions for the satellite airwaves.

What is Starlink?

Starlink is a low-earth orbit constellation
of over 7,000 satellites that provide
internet access to users with ground
terminals, which the Elon Musk-owned
SpaceX is already selling in around 40
countries. The satellites constantly orbit
the earth, blanketing practically its entire
habitable surface with coverage, as long
given terminal on the ground has
bility to the sky.

The service offers speeds of around
100 megabits per second, comparable
with many home broadband connections.
However, the “latency,” or the time it
takes for a given data packet to travel
between a user and terrestrial internet
networks, is higher than wired broadband
connections in offices and homes.

Satellites work in conjunction with
ground stations on earth, which are
physically connected to the internet like
any other network and beam up
connections wirelessly to satellites above
them at any given point.

In India, Starlink may not be that
useful in cities and towns with good 5G
connectivity or wired broadband
coverage, as local speeds and reliability
will far exceed what a satellite link
currently offers, even with technological
advancements. However, in rural and
remote areas where “terrestrial”
networks have not penetrated deeply,

Entry delayed: In India, Starlink has faced several regulatory hurdles. ReuTERS

Starlink can offer decent connectivity
almost instantly.

How much does Starlink cost?

There are two costs associated with
Starlink: the user terminal — essentially a
router — required to access the satellite
network and the monthly access fee to
stay connected. At present, a residential
kit in parts of the U.S. costs $149, while a
portable “roaming” kit costs $349. Import
duty, GST and social welfare surcharges
applicable on satellite equipment may
push up the hardware price by around
30%.

Without any introductory pricing on
the hardware, the equipment may cost
anywhere between 17,000 and 340,000,
not including shipping costs from the
U.S., where it is developed and
manufactured.

Besides this, unlimited residential and
roaming plans range from $120-$165 in the
U.S. Itis not a given that this price will be
any lower in India, as the cost to provide
Starlink service is, by nature of the
technology, the same everywhere on
earth. Notably, in Bhutan, where Starlink
launched this year, it is priced at 4,200 to
8,400 ngultrum, which may be an

indication of the Indian price as well. The
Bhutanese currency is pegged to the
rupee at parity.

A higher-priced plan for us
move, called “mobile priority” is availa
at 21,000 ngultrum (or therefore rupees)
per month and offers priority access in
case of network congestion.

When will Starlink be available in
India?
Starlink has faced several regulatory
hurdles, the sharpest among them being
the Indian government's heavy scrutiny of
internet services in general and a
technology that could provide access
anywhere in the country in particular.

SpaceX needs to obtain a Global Mobile
Personal Communications by Satellite
(GMPCS) authorisation under the
Telecommunications Act, 2023. While this
authorisation existed in a different form
under the Telegraph Act, 1885, the
updated rules under the new Act have yet
to be published, and it is unclear if the
government will issue such an
authorisation under the previous law’s
subordinate legislation, even though it
remains technically in force.

As a part of this authorisation, SpaceX

had to convince the Indian government to
accept its contentions on revealing
corporate ownership data, something it
resisted on investor privacy grounds
abroad. While reports suggest that this
particular hurdle has been passed, the
company still needs to obtain a security
clearance from the Ministry of Home
Affairs. It remains unclear if such a
clearance has been obtained.

It is also uncertain whether the
company’s ground stations in India -
where the Telecom Act requires tapping
equipment installed onsite to give law
enforcement authorities access to the
network, a requirement that exists for
other internet networks as well - are
currently operational.

Finally, Starlink also needs to be
allotted wireless spectrum through which
it can offer its services. The government
has indicated that like other countries, it
will not auction this spectrum, as these
are narrow beams that can be shared with
other providers, unlike the signals
emitted by telecom towers on the ground.
Telcos have — before tying up with
Starlink this year — demanded that this
spectrum be auctioned, something that
would be a global first. Reliance Jio has
commissioned legal opinions that state
that auction is the only way to allot
satellite spectrum, due to the Supreme
Court’s 2012 judgment in the 2G scam
case, where the top court held that all
scarce natural resources must be
allocated by auction.

It is unclear if these hurdles will be
cleared on time. However, Mr. Musk’s
ascendancy in the U.S. government, along
with trade pressure from President
Donald Trump’s administration, has
boosted speculation that the government
may facilitate Starlink’s entry in short
order.

Aside from Airtel and Jio's commercial
distribution agreements, there have not
been any official announcements on
forward movement from a regulatory
point of view.

THE GIST

v

Starlink needs GMPCS
authorisation, security
clearance, and spectrum
allocation, but government
scrutiny and legal challenges
have delayed its approval in
India.

v

It is more useful in rural areas
than in cities with strong 5G
and broadband.

v

Airtel and Jio have signed
distribution agreements with
Starlink, despite earlier
demands for a spectrum
auction, Government decisions
on spectrum allocation and
U.S. trade pressure may
influence Starlink’s entry,

What is Elon Musk’s Starlink all about?
Tl ATH T TERfod FAT 82

Bharti Airtel and Reliance Jio have signed distribution agreements
with SpaceX Corp.’s Starlink to bring satellite internet to India.

AR TaRe e 3R Remad foa & THvaq S1d & Ferfad & T AT &
FTeEe Setae a= & AT fAawor gasla P

e This is areversal from the telecom industry’s earlier reluctance to bring Starlink to
India without auctioning satellite airwaves.

g ggd Y Teheprd 33T 1 AT ¥ {ada &, S [9a1 39arg Waed $1 Aams i &
FERAF F ARG A o & g87 7 787 oY)
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What is Starlink and how does it work?

Ferf® #a1 § 3 I $@ F19 FIar 2

Starlink is a low-earth orbit (LEO) satellite constellation with over 7,000 satellites
that provide internet access to users via ground terminals.

Ferfe® us faee-qed! 81 (LEO) 393re g ¢, forae 7,000 ¥ 31fle 3warg enfAer &,
S 138 AT F ATCIH H elae T Yl Fld ¢ |

The satellites constantly orbit the Earth, covering almost the entire habitable surface
as long as a user’s terminal has sky visibility.

39E AR gLt T IRFAT FI 8, [T 978797 T @ AT FAg el g1 SAleh g,
U o SYANTRAT FT AT ol HTHTA F TIF H 2|

Internet speed is around 100 Mbps, comparable to home broadband, but latency is
higher than wired broadband connections.

$EIAT AT 91917 100 Mbps Bl &, i B[ A543 & AT g, olfehed AEHY (ST T &l
THY) qE FIsds FAF! Y Jorar 7 3w g

Satellites communicate with ground stations that are physically connected to the
internet, beaming wireless connections to satellites in orbit.

399 et W U A3 VAl & Wi HAR X §, S difw s d e a e €
3R IR {9sTer Femm & ffyd 39argl & 99 81

Starlink may not be useful in cities and towns with good 5G or wired broadband
connectivity, but it is beneficial in rural and remote areas.

FerRfF ae) 31X FEel 7 saer 39N 7€) 8 GohdT, STgT 3= 5G IT IS disas
FoAfFefadl §, Afenet ATAAoT R Ty a¥El & BrISHE 81 Fehell &

How much does Starlink cost?

FeRTA® Y AT rasr &2

Two types of costs:
&Y IR Y dARTd:
1. User terminal (router) — Required to access the satellite network.

IYYITFAT i (FeX) — ATaTSC Acad THFAW F & (oI 3TaTH |

2. Monthly subscription fee — Required to stay connected.

AR HETIT Yoo — 5[5 61 o oIT TaeTh|
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In the U.S., aresidential kit costs $149, and a portable roaming kit costs $349.
AR H, T AR fhe HT FAT $149 3R éEaer AfRT e Hr Frad $349 B

Import duty, GST, and social welfare surcharges may increase the hardware price in
India by 30%.

AT Yo, STweY 3R Arefore Feamor R TR 7 grsaaR &1 1Ad H 30% dah
el Hehcl & |

Without introductory discounts, the hardware price in India could range from
17,000 to 40,000, excluding shipping costs.

foeTT YRS g &, R # FTEAAT A A ¥17,000 & T40,000 & &1<r g Hehell &, Foremat
ffRYer amerer anfdrer w7dt 81

Subscription plans in the U.S. range from $120 to $165 per month, and a higher-tier
plan called "Mobile Priority" costs 21,000 ngultrum (or rupees) per month.

IARNST #H FETIAT ST $120 F $165 9fcr A8 & fIT &, 3R T 3= T A=
"AraTge FRRE" 21,000 FAEH (AT TIY) Gl AE I &

In Bhutan, Starlink is priced between 4,200 to 8,400 ngultrum, which may indicate
potential pricing for India, as Bhutan’s currency is pegged to the rupee.

$eTeT H, TR 1 AT 4,200 ¥ 8,400 F[AZH & o<l ¢, S 7R A wenfaa qea
forerioT 1 W& & Hehall 8, FlTeh s{eTell HaT T F 3 g8 ¥

When will Starlink be available in India?

FeRfo® HRT H & 3T gIE?

Starlink has faced multiple regulatory hurdles, especially due to the Indian
government’s strict scrutiny of internet services and technologies that provide
nationwide access.

FeRTA® F F3 fAAAF Ut HT WA FIAT 937 8, 9T T § HRAT TER garT
FeXae Qan3it AR TET T T IGT TaTol I dTell Tehelenl 1 H31 ST & HROT|

SpaceX must obtain a Global Mobile Personal Communications by Satellite
(GMPCS) authorisation under the Telecommunications Act, 2023.

FIHTFH &I QEAR AfAfAg#, 2023 & qga dRaw A FfFara FaR 39rE
(GMPCS) W80T YTCe ST 13T |

While this authorisation existed under the Telegraph Act, 1885, the new rules under
the Telecommunications Act, 2023 have not been published yet.

Ig WIftraHor gger Tean® rfafae, 1885 & aga Alsg a1, Aifehet qraar sfafae,
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2023 & ded ¢ I Y g yhiRa 7181 e are E

e ltis uncertain whether the government will issue this authorisation under the
previous law’s subordinate legislation, even though it is technically still in force.

Ig fafRad § fF TR 30 wftwor # Rod F1 F stiiavy F1 & a5 I Fe
AT AFY, o7 &1 TT Aty T F arefY ot warreh B

Regulatory Challenges

e SpaceX had to convince the Indian government to accept its position on corporate
ownership data disclosure, which it had resisted internationally on investor privacy
grounds.

TIHTFH Y HRAT THR $T H9 FIARE FMAT 3T F A T FEHT HIT 93T,
e 38 A AMueligar & YR W FARSET TaX 91 e frar an|

e Reports suggest this hurdle has been passed, but Starlink still needs security
clearance from the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Reaiet & reTa, T areT aR T & 91 8, Afeher TerfeE @ 3rsft oft a7g FHaTerw F FAT
pead sk acifaoif

o It is unclear whether Starlink’s ground stations in India are operational, as Indian
telecom laws require law enforcement access to networks.

IE TS 81 ¢ Fo TR # FeRFAF F AT33 FUT °Te[ & AT a1, FiTeh HRAT qraaR
FIeeAl & e Y& TSA AT Y Acash dh IgT ATaRTS &

Spectrum Allocation Issues

FIFCH HTaed § 31 FAEATT

o Starlink needs wireless spectrum allocation to operate in India.
TERTA® FI IR H F1H FIA & fAT IRRAT TIFEH T Y ATTRTRAT B |

e The Indian government has indicated it will not auction satellite spectrum, similar
to other countries, as narrow beams can be shared with multiple providers.

HRAT TIFR A Thd fear § 7 ag 3= it Y e 39IE TAFeH F1 At 71 H3a,
Fifeh wehoT RAesTer F§ WGTAT3HT G@RT A1SAT fFT 5T W B
e However, telecom companies like Reliance Jio had previously demanded an

auction, arguing that the Supreme Court’s 2012 ruling on scarce natural resources
(from the 2G scam case) requires spectrum allocation through auction.

gTenifer, Remaw foray st eefierte Fafaat o ggo Tares Y A Sy Aver Y oY, 78 IF
&t gV o ot 1€ & 2012 & HHS (2G leTe HT ATHET) & HTAR ot golst wrpfas
HHTUAT T IS ATITH & ATETH ¥ fFAT ST TR
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Possible U.S. Influence
AT AR g9

e Elon Musk’s rising influence in the U.S. government, along with trade pressure
from President Donald Trump’s administration, may help fast-track Starlink’s
approval in India.

T AR BT FARS GIHR A 6T IHIG, TTT &7 AT SNelles e & AT §
SR gaTd, TR 7 Ferfoid A A TiFaT F af FT TFaT ¢

o Despite Airtel and Jio’s distribution agreements, there have been no official
regulatory approvals announced for Starlink’s launch in India yet.

wRed AR o & faavor gastlal & sraeg, SRa & FEerfds & deg & R Hs
anfareier foramae Aot i avwom w1t & a1 ¥
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Wanted LeT terrorist
Abu Qatal killed by
gunmen in Pakistan

[GS Paper lll: internal Security |

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

A top Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) commander, wanted
by Indian security agencies
for several deadly terror at-
tacks in Jammu and Kash-
mir, was eliminated by
gunmen in an attack in Pa-
kistan, officials said on
Sunday.

Zia-ur-Rehman, alias Na-
deem, alias Abu Qatal, alias
Qatal Sindhi, was killed in
the Jhelum area of Punjab
on Saturday evening. His
security guard was also
killed, the officials said, qu-
oting information received
from Pakistan.

Considered the most
trusted handler of LeT
founder and 26/11 Mumbai
terror attack mastermind
Hafiz Saeed, they said 43-
year-old Rehman was the
main handler of the terror
outfit involved in the plan-
ning of various attacks in
the Poonch-Rajouri region
of Jammu and Kashmir.

The officials said Reh-

He was considered
the most trusted
handler of 26/11
Mumbai terror attack
mastermind Saeed

man had infiltrated the
Jammu region in early
2000 and exfiltrated in
2005. He had a wide net-
work of Over Ground
Workers in Poonch and Ra-
jouri through his old con-
tacts, they said.

He was chargesheeted
by the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) under
the UAPA and other sec-
tions for an attack on Hin-
du minorities in Dhangri
Village of Rajouri District
in 2023, they added.

The officials said Reh-
man is also the master-
mind of the Reasi bus
attack.

He was the main link
between the LeT cadres
and its operators in PoK
and Sindh Province of Pa-
kistan, the officials said.
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Wanted LeT terrorist Abu Qatal
killed by gunmen in Pakistan

IO TFHT-T-AIST HTAFATGT I
FelTel qTfahEdte # gl @R AR
T

A top Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) commander,
wanted by Indian security agencies for
multiple terror attacks in Jammu and
Kashmir, was killed by gunmen in
Pakistan, officials said on Sunday.

AT AT TS AT GarT aifed v ofrd
TREFT-T-AIET (LeT) FATST, AT FTFH-FHAR A
HS ATaPdc! gHdl & fA AT, F TATR F
qifREdTer & sqwuTRAT garT AR fo=r o,
srfareTiREY o a1l
o Zia-ur-Rehman, alias Nadeem, Abu Qatal, Qatal

Sindhi, was killed in the Jhelum area of Punjab,
Pakistan, on Saturday evening.

fSrar-33-tgae, 3% 7, 3rq e, Harer A, Fr
AT ATH T, qIREdT & S &7 & AR f&m aram)

. His security guard was also killed in the attack.

3eTeh & S 1 3 5 g 7 Al &Y 715 |

e He was considered the most trusted handler of LeT founder and 26/11 Mumbai
terror attack mastermind Hafiz Saeed.

6 TARF-U-IaT & HEUTI 3N 26/11 TS §A & ARCIATES FITho WEE T wad
SRAHG FZX AT ST AT

e Rehman (43 years old) was the main handler of LeT’s terror activities in Poonch-
Rajouri region of Jammu and Kashmir.

43 i TEATT FTF-FHR F (B-USHY 817 F TREF-U-aT Y Tawargy afafafeay w
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HET AT AT

e He had infiltrated Jammu in early 2000 and later exfiltrated in 2005.
381 2000 ¥ R H S # gudts $1 ot 3R a1 7 2005 F AR =T 74T

e Rehman had awide network of Over Ground Workers (OGWSs) in Poonch and
Rajouri through old contacts.

AT & 9T 95 AR TNy 7 3w A133 a&HF (OGWs) FT 3T sicad AT, Sl Qe §9Hi &

ATEYH § Aiha a1

e He was chargesheeted by the National Investigation Agency (NIA) under the UAPA
and other sections for the 2023 attack on Hindu minorities in Dhangri Village,
Rajouri District.

38 USE AT T T (NIA) §aRT UAPA 3R 31 9t & age arereiie fra arm ar,
2023 # TeiY forer & 2 19 # g srewweas! wWAd & fav|

e Rehman was also the mastermind of the Reasi bus attack.
TEATT AR 99 g &7 3 AREeTAES 9|

o He was the key link between LeT cadres and its operators in PoK and Sindh
Province of Pakistan.

TE RF-U-ET & wariaal 3R ariEaret fFd F2#R (PoK) T Ry wia &
AT & ST qTT T9F G AT
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Centre has
approved
Chandrayaan-5

mission: ISRO

IGS Paper Ill: S&T |

Press Trust of India
CHENNAI

The Centre has recently ac-
corded approval for the
ambitious Chandrayaan-5
mission to study the moon,
ISRO Chairman V. Naraya-
nan said on Sunday.

At an event to felicitate
him for taking over as the
Chairman of the Bengalu-
ru-headquartered Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion, Mr. Narayanan said
that unlike the Chan-
drayaan-3 mission which
carried the 25-kilogram
rover ‘Prayagyaan’, the
Chandrayaan-5 mission
would carry a 250-kg rover
to study the moon’s
surface.

The Chandrayaan-4 Mis-
sion, expected to be
launched in 2027, aims to
bring samples collected
from the moon.

Centre has approved Chandrayaan-5 mission:
ISRO

&g THR & TGITA-5 AT FY A Y g8

The Centre has recently approved the Chandrayaan-5
mission, aimed at studying the moon, ISRO Chairman
V. Narayanan said on Sunday.

&g WER 7 g1 @ & ggT=1-5 A 1wl &), e
3S2RY TUGHT FT HEATT FI&AT 8, S IETET d. ARTIOT
o Iqar F1 el

o At an event honoring him as the Chairman of ISRO, Mr.
Narayanan stated that Chandrayaan-5 will carry a 250-kg rover to study
the moon’s surface.

SERY 3reTeT F T H GFATAT fFT 0 U FRIHA &, A AR F Fgl &
TITA-5 AT F 250 fHFNITH &1 NG 8191, ST AGHT Y Ag HT IEITT
FIM|

. This is in contrast to Chandrayaan-3, which carried a 25-kg rover
‘Prayagyaan’.
g TEATA-3 I 37197 8191, et 25 e &7 e ‘9Iae et o7

. The Chandrayaan-4 mission, expected to launch in 2027, aims
to bring lunar samples back to Earth.

T AT-4 TAea, 5 2027 & diea fhar i Y 371g ], 1 3eg 2T agar
A T FT Gl W AT g
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SpaceX Crew docks with ISS to reach
astronauts stuck in space for 9 months

IGS Paper lll: S&T

Agence France-Presse
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER

A pair of astronauts strand-
ed for more than nine
months on the Internation-
al Space Station were a
step closer to returning
home on Sunday after a re-
placement crew docked
with the orbital outpost.

The astronauts were
shown on live TV embrac-
ing and hugging their
counterparts in zero gravi-
ty on the space station
shortly after their SpaceX
Crew Dragon arrived at
0545 GMT (1115 IST).

Butch Wilmore and Su-
nitha Williams have been
stuck aboard the ISS since
June after the Boeing Star-

Slgh of relief: The SpaceX Dragon Crew-10 members clap after
entering the International Space Station on Sunday. AFP

liner spacecraft they were
testing on its maiden
crewed voyage suffered
propulsion issues and was
deemed unfit to fly them
back to Earth.

Ms. Williams said it was
a “wonderful day” and
“great to see our friends ar-
rive,” speaking shortly af-
ter her colleagues emerged
onto the orbital lab.

The NASA duo’s Starlin-
er had returned to Earth
empty, without experienc-
ing further major issues —
leaving them stuck for nine
months after what was
meant to have been a days-
long roundtrip. Their pro-
longed stay was significant-
ly longer than the standard
ISS rotation for astronauts
of roughly six months.

Mr. Wilmore and Ms.
Williams will now begin
preparing for departure
and their ocean splash-
down off the Florida coast,
no sooner than March 19.

The replacement
Crew-10 team had blasted
off on Friday from the Ken-
nedy Space Center in
Florida.

SpaceX Crew docks with ISS to reach astronauts stuck in
space for 9 months

FIHCFH F HSTACH & F3T, 9 A & BF ARt Fif3at o+

T

9

A pair of astronauts stranded for over nine months on the
International Space Station (ISS) are now a step closer to returning
home, after a replacement crew docked with the orbital station.

IR IANET TUT (1SS) W At AL A 30 F AT A B & 3iaiar
I 319 R dltest & F09 § FIF v gfaeyrae § sSvHed @ 3T

e The astronauts were seen embracing and hugging their colleagues in zero gravity

after the SpaceX Crew Dragon arrived at 0545 GMT (1115 IST).

FIHCFH F 391 & 0545 GMT (1115 IST) W 9gaat & a1 HAReT AT 1 e
TECATHYOT A I FITAAT Y e e AR e g A |
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e Butch Wilmore and Sunitha Williams were stuck on the ISS since June, after the
Boeing Starliner spacecraft suffered propulsion issues on its maiden crewed
voyage.

o ReAR 3R gelar RfdTsw S @ ITaTd W HA gU 3, 579 95T FeRemsa] Haiel
ITT o YT Ygell AAGGFd ST H YNNG HATATIHT T FIHAT fhaT|

e The Starliner returned to Earth empty, without further major issues, leaving them
stranded for nine months instead of a short round-trip.

FeRATE- foe fordlt a3t warean & @relt gt X e 3man, 5ad 3 ww ek g & aoiry
it 7 T B g 93|

e Their stay exceeded the standard ISS astronaut rotation of approximately six
months.

AT TgoT Y AT IMSTHTH &F AT T§ A & AHaRaT I T T 3710 g S|

e Ms. Williams said it was a “wonderful day”, expressing happiness to see her friends
arrive at the station.

geitar fafaasw o heT i T8 U " AaTeeR feer 2T 3R 39 Wil Sy dAReT Feue W
TEI &A@ gelt o |

e Wilmore and Williams will now prepare for departure and their ocean splashdown
off the Florida coast, expected no sooner than March 19.

e 3 RfewT 39 wrare i S #3E, 31K 3961 FlREr de F 9 AgEerR &
3l FT FRAHH 19 AT A Igel 78! 1|

e Thereplacement Crew-10 team launched on Friday from the Kennedy Space Center,
Florida.

TfAEUTTe F-10 & o YFHAR H FARST & FaAs) 97 HeT & waroor |
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Air pollution will lower India’s
solar generation capacity: study

Solar cells perform best under bright sunlight. They also need lower ambient temperature and airflow over them for cooling. Any imbalance in these factors lowers solar cell

performance. Researchers have found that solar radiation was the main factor affecting solar-cell efficiency. followed by temperature

S Paper lll: Environment
Unnati Ashar

study by researchers at IIT

Delhi has found that air

pollution and climate change

will impair solar panel
performance in India. It was published in
Environmental Research Letters in
November 2024.

According to the paper, India is the
fifth-largest solar power producer
worldwide. The country has set a target to
produce 50% of its electric power from
non-fossil fuel sources by 2030, and plans
to install 500 GW of renewable energy
capacity to this end by then. One-fifth of
this capacity is expected to be in the form
of solar power.

India also has plans to develop more
solar parks and promote rooftop solar
generation.

Solar power and climate

Like other forms of renewable energy
sources , solar photovoltaic energy is at
the mercy of weather and climate.

“Accurately assessing future renewable
energy resources, particularly solar
energy in India, where solar deployment
is expanding rapidly, is crucial for
ensuring a sustainable and resilient
energy future,” Sushovan Ghosh, lead
author of the new study, then at the
Centre for Atmospheric Sciences at IIT
Delhi and now a researcher in the Earth
Sciences Department of the Barcelona
Supercomputing Centre, s

The study is the first to examine how
climate change will affect solar cell
efficiency in India.

“Studies of this kind give impetus to
the innovations towards mitigating
greenhouse gases through the exploration
of viable energy alternatives and, more
importantly, improvements in
photovoltaic cell design,” T.V.
Ramachandra, a faculty member at the
Centre for Ecological Sciences of the
Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru,
said. India has 300 sunny days a year but
their quality is declining due to air
pollution. “Solar radiation at the earth’s
surface is not stable over time but
undergoes significant long-term
variations, referred to as global dimming
and brightening,” Ghosh said.

“This variation depends on
atmospheric variables such as clouds,
aerosols or particulate matter, water
vapour, and radiatively active gas
molecules such as ozone. Clouds reflect
and aerosols either scatter or absorb
incoming solar radiation reaching the
surface. Therefore, on a cloudy or hazy
day, due to particulate matter pollution,
less solar radiation will impinge on the
solar panel and reduce solar generation.”

Workers install solar panels at the Adani Group-owned Khavda Renewable Energy Park in Khavda, Gujarat. aFp

Data from CERES

The team’s study used data from 1985 to
2014 to predict changes from 2041 to
2050, the middle of the current century.
“Given that photovoltaic power plants
generally have a lifespan of 20 to 25 years,
analysing the 2040s aligns well with the
operational lifetime of existing and
planned installations,” according to
Ghosh. “Beyond this period, the analysis
may lose practical relevance.”

The team used global climate models,
testing them against observations from
NASA's Clouds and the Earth’s Radiant
Energy System (CERES) project and the
India Meteorological Department. CERES
uses instruments in space to measure
radiation coming from the earth and thus
understand the role of cloud cover in
climate change.

The team studied two scenarios. The
first included a moderate level of efforts
1o control air quality and mitigate climate
change. The second had weak climate
change efforts but strong air pollution
control measures.

Air pollution blocks solar radiation
from reaching solar panels, resulting in
less power produced. Rising temperatures
due to climate change also lower the
efficiency of solar cells.

Temperature to blame

The models found that by mid-century,
the efficiency of solar panels in India will
drop by 2.3% in the second scenario but
by a greater amount in the first scenario.
Based on current solar power generation
levels, this amounts to a loss of at least
840 gigawatt-hours of electricity every
year. Losses from temperature were

ee

Studies of this kind give impetus

to innovations that mitigate
greenhouse gas emissions through
the exploration of viable energy
alternatives and, more importantly,
improvements in photovoltaic

cell design

higher in the second scenario, which was
expected because of weaker climate
action.

“This study, based on radiation data
from global climate models, provides vital
insights into the likely impact of

| temperature due to solar exposure,”
Ghosh said.

The researchers also revealed that
some parts of India’s northeast as well as
Kerala will develop higher solar power
potential in time. “This is really
interesting. ... This is because the cloud
fractions are expected to decrease over
these regions,” Ghosh said.

According to the paper, the models can
help the government and industry players
better pick sites for future solar power
projects and allocate resources
accordingly.

According to Ghosh, the study
underscores the need to curb climate
change and improve air quality. He
advocated cutting greenhouse gas

escalating air poll on pt
efficiency,” Ramachandra, who wasn’t
involved in the study, said.

Solar cells perform best under bright
sunlight. They also need lower ambient
temperature and airflow over them for
cooling. Any imbalance in these factors
lowers solar cell performance.

The study found that solar radiation
was the main factor affecting solar cell
efficiency. Temperature came next,
followed by ambient wind speed,
although it was much less impactful.

Cut emissions either way

The study also reported that the
temperature of solar cells is expected to
rise by 2 degrees C by the mid-century
due to higher ambient “Itis

in particular, which would
mitigate climate change as well as remove
particulate matter in the way of sunlight
headed for solar panels: “This will help us
fully utilise the future solar energy
potential and create a path toward
building climate-resilient nations.”

“At the individual level, public
participation is crucial, through the
adoption of electric vehicles and the use
of public transport to reduce fossil fuel
consumption. Tree planting and climate
awareness efforts to enhance
environmental sustainability are needed,”
Ghosh added.

“While India has introduced
commendable policies, the key challenge
lies in accelerating their effective

important to distinguish between
ambient air temperature and cell
temperature, as solar cells can heat up
significantly beyond the surrounding air

from the ground level to
top governance structures.”

(Unnati Ashar is a freelance science
Jjournalist. unnati a@ymail.com)

THE Gl

India has 300 sunny days a
year, but their quality is
declining due to air pollution.
‘Solar radiation at the earth’s
surface is not stable over
time but undergoes significant
long-term variations, referred
to as global dimming and
brightening’

v

Air quality variations depend
on clouds, aerosols,
particulate matter, water
vapour and radiatively active
gas molecules such as ozone.
On a cloudy or hazy day, due
to particulate matter, less
solar radiation will impinge
on the panel and affect
generation

v

The study used data from
1985 to 2014 to predict
changes from 2041 to 2050.
‘Given that photovoltaic
power plants generally have a
lifespan of 20 to 25 years,
analysing the 2040s aligns
well with the operational
lifetime of installations

v

The research concluded that
by mid-century, the efficiency
of solar panels will drop by
2.3% owing to pollution.
Based on current solar
generation levels, this
amounts to a loss of at least
840 gigawatt-hours of
electricity every year

Air pollution will lower India’s solar generation capacity:
study

qY YEUOT R T W IcUTEe &THAT Y FH HIIM: HETIA

Solar cells perform best under bright sunlight but require low ambient
temperature and airflow for cooling.
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ATTATT 3T gaT & YaTg &Y ITaeTSHdr gt ¢

Any imbalance in these factors reduces solar cell performance.
3T FRPT A PS5 #fY IrAelet R AT F Y5 F FA I qFar g |

Researchers found that solar radiation is the most crucial factor affecting solar-cell
efficiency, followed by temperature.

eiereratait ¥ arar i\ RfRor @it A i gatar FY vanfaa FXe arem Fe@ Ageayqer
FRF §, ST SI¢ dTIHTT 3T &

[IT Delhi study on solar power and pollution

IT$ITSE freeh 1 WR FaT 3R wqwor o 3reaa=T

A study by IIT Delhi researchers, published in Environmental Research Letters in
November 2024, found that air pollution and climate change will impair solar panel
performance in India.

ITEITES Real F MerawraTait & U WeqqeT, o8 Jde 2024 H Ta=ded AT ded
A yepITRIeT famam arm, 3 9 91T o ary wewoT 3R Srerary aRade e 7 Wi derelt &
WeRle &) wefad H 39|

India is the fifth-largest solar power producer and aims to generate 50% of its
electricity from non-fossil fuel sources by 2030.

AR FaeT & giwral Fa® 937 §R FaT 3cUTGH ¢ 3R SHT ofag 2030 aF el Fel farsrelt
T 50% I-Sframed =1 Wil & 3cqeeT T &

The country plans to install 500 GW of renewable energy capacity, with one-fifth of it
coming from solar power.

TR T AST=T 500 MNTTETE HTT FoAT &aTH AT TIRT FI T &, FOH O vh-giwrar ffwqm
R FT & 3meam|

India is also developing more solar parks and promoting rooftop solar generation.

R 3T+ T 9k AT FT @71 § 31K wwera gk 3cure #) e e Wi |

Impact of climate change on solar power

Srerarg IRade FT 8K Feit W/ g3

Like other renewable energy sources, solar photovoltaic energy is affected by
weather and climate conditions.

3T ANFIONT Fait Al Fr A, TR weEfees st #tae 3k srearg Rl @
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gerfad gidr gl

e Sushovan Ghosh, lead author of the study, stated that accurately assessing future
solar energy potential is critical for a sustainable energy future.

M & YT S Guraer 9 o &gl foh 7fsy 3 gR F31 i avera 1 §8F Hediwa 0F
Tl Tt sfasy & fre Ageaqyt ¥

e India has 300 sunny days a year, but their quality is declining due to air pollution.

R 31 ATl H 300 4T aTer et g §, AfheT Ay IqWoT & FROT 3T T HE W T

Global dimming and brightening effects

dRTw 7Y 3 Iseadar vaT

o Solar radiation at Earth’s surface is unstable over time, experiencing long-term
variations called global dimming and brightening.

gt i wae o wR RfEor ao & ary srfuw war 2, S 3w w3 3k sseaaarsa
drdapifore aRad=t & Fefad g1 81

e Clouds, aerosols, particulate matter, and ozone influence how much solar radiation
reaches the surface.

aTerel, TS, HOT 9erd AR ST T e & o frcar Wk i aee % agaar
gl

o Clouds reflect, while aerosols scatter or absorb sunlight, reducing the amount of
solar energy available for panels.

g1 RAfRor F wafda 3 § Fafd e 3@ [fEa an safla Fa & Goa ok
Y7t &) FAre= arell FaT w4 & JTet B

Data from NASA’s CERES project
STTET & CERES WS¢ & 9red 3eT

o Researchers analyzed data from 1985 to 2014 to predict changes from 2041 to 2050.

MErShaT3i & 1985 W 2014 o & ST &1 faeawor fFam, arfer 2041 ¥ 2050 F T &
qREciet & JaTe]HTeT o ST Heh |

e The study aligns with the 20-25 year operational lifespan of photovoltaic power
plants.

Ig 37eTIT GR FaT GIAT F 20-25 ATl F WATele S ldeTahlel O Hel TGIaT &
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o Researchers used global climate models and validated them using NASA’s CERES
project and India Meteorological Department (IMD) data.

ATt & ARG Srerary ATser 1 39N fohar 3 AT F CERES Wade g AR
RIG# fa#mT (IMD) & 32T & 3T gfSe |

Scenarios studied

ey fFT v gReey

e Scenario 1: Moderate climate change mitigation efforts, with air pollution control
measures.

TRERT 1. AEAH T & Sreraryg IRace fAa=o1 yamw, |1 g1 a1y 9quor fd=or 39r|

e Scenario 2: Weak climate change mitigation efforts, but strong air pollution control.

IRERT 2: FHAGR STearg IRacT fAATOT YA, olfehol FSTT arg Tgyor fag=yor|

Findings on solar power efficiency

R F4T garar I fashy

e Air pollution blocks solar radiation, reducing the power output of solar panels.
Ty YT W fafror @Y sravey Fyar 8, fSad W deait i farsrelr seutest aorar #4781
AT B

¢ Rising temperatures due to climate change further lower solar cell efficiency.

Srerarg IRAT & FROT T6dT ATIATT W el Y F&TAT 1 AR FA FT AT

Temperature to blame
ATIHTS § FET FROT

e By mid-century, solar panel efficiency in India will drop by 2.3% in the second
scenario, and even more in the first scenario.

HET FAl aF, AR A R Yerall T garar guy IReeT # 2.3% °e Awef, Sais gger
IRTeT & 97 31 31w FRmEe g=f F4h|

e Based on current solar power generation levels, this would mean a loss of at least
840 gigawatt-hours of electricity per year.

FAATA TR ST 3cUTEA X & TR W, ST g1 Tl FA § FA 840 3imare-ae Rsrait
T JH AT S|

e Higher temperature losses were observed in the second scenario, which was
expected due to weaker climate action.

g IRERT A AT & @ ATl THFATA AT T, ST o FASAR STerd1g FATS o HROT
3rafare |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page63



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

g il CONTACT: 9971932488

e The study provides insights into the impact of rising air pollution on photovoltaic
efficiency using radiation data from global climate models.

IEYYT TANTA FATSAT ATSel & FATHIOT 32T T 3TANT FI& BIeNalfecd &TaT W 96 arg
YENOT & GHIT # 3ieré e verer e §|

Solar performance factors

R FaT yeedld & FR*

e Solar cells perform best under bright sunlight but need lower ambient temperature
and airflow for cooling.

R A AT 4T 7 TG oo Yol FA 8, it e & forw wer afaehr argeme sik
Y TATE T NTARIHT gl 5

e Anyimbalance in these factors lowers solar cell performance.

5T FRH H 1S $t IrATeT TR AT Y FIHGTHAT FY FH T TFaT ¢ |

e The study found that solar radiation is the most crucial factor affecting solar cell
efficiency, followed by temperature and ambient wind speed.

regger # aran o f W RfEor @R e iy gatar Ft wanfe Fe arar we@ Agcaqet
FRE &, SH FTG ATt AR TRl arg aifer 3 21

Cut emissions either way

3cToteT H Fcld) 3raeas

e The study predicts that solar cell temperature will rise by 2°C by mid-century due to
higher ambient temperatures.

YA & AR, ALY Wl s AR Wl T AGHTT TRAMT AT 7 eflr & FRor 2°C
qg ST

e Itis crucial to differentiate between ambient air temperature and cell temperature,
as solar cells heat up beyond surrounding air temperature due to solar exposure.

afRAefier arg AT iR Aot AT F i AR F Ageayqet ¢, A wh R &
TUF 7 31 & /R Ao aRIefr arasme & 3w ot g a=a B

e Some parts of Northeast India and Kerala will have higher solar power potential in
the future due to reduced cloud cover.

AR & qafe] &1 AR 3T F Fo wwl & sfasy 7 g st i avoar sifes geft, =ife
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T &¥3l1 A Tell T ATAIOT HA got Y HHTEAT |

These findings can help governments and industries select better locations for
solar projects and allocate resources efficiently.

¥ forsard TRER 3R s @1 dgav @k aRiee wret & aae st ganE & g
e H AEE F FFA 8

Call for action on climate and pollution

Serary I TGuOT W FNATS HY HTaRIFHT

Curbing climate change and improving air quality are essential to maximize solar
energy potential.

Serarg IR HT Uha? 3R T JOTET F FUR FIAT TR FaIT &7 1 JfoFaw a1 &
forw smraea= ¥

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions will not only mitigate climate change but also
reduce particulate matter pollution affecting solar panels.

Ae1e3W I 3cwoter # Feld 7 Faa FTerarg TRadT F F7 30, Ifow @R St aw
T ATelt HIX Sl # STUT STelet aTel T G uor ¥ #fY wereef|

Public participation is crucial in adopting electric vehicles, using public transport,
and engaging in tree planting and climate awareness efforts.

FAfFCH aTgall Y AT, WIS A TRAGT F 39ANT, I FETRIYOT T FATY AT
yaTEt 7 AT fee HefeRY AgeaquT

India has introduced strong climate policies, but the challenge lies in their
effective implementation from local levels to national governance.

R A A STy AT IS 8, olfehet STt Torrell FraTeader STl T @ Aa
TS AT e T Yot Ielt o1 31T &
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Birefringence: different in different directions
[GS Paper Ill: S&T |
Vasudevan Mukunth

When light passes through a
glass prism from air, its path
bends due to a property of the
glass called refraction. The
amount of bending depends
on the material’s refractive
index. It is calculated as the
ratio of the speed of light in
vacuum to the speed of light
in the material.

For example, the refractive
index of vacuum is 1, of air is
1.0003, of glass is roughly 1.5,
and of diamond is 2.4.

Some materials have more A calcite crystal placed on a single, blue grid creates

.than one refractive index; that images of two grids due to birefringence. APN MJM (CC BY-SA)
is, they slow the passage of

light to a different degree in

two different directions. Such directions, i.e. are anisotropic. Which ray of light
materials are said to be is bent in which direction depends on the
birefringent. They occur direction in which it is moving and how it is
naturally as well as can be polarised. Light consists of an electric field
engineered in the lab. oscillating perpendicular to a magnetic field,
Examples of naturally and both of them perpendicular to the light’s
birefringent materials include direction of motion. Polarisation refers to the
mica and quartz; those of direction of the electric field.
synthetic ones include barium Birefringent materials are used in LCD screens,
borate and lithium niobate. medical microscopes, optical switches,

Certain materials’ waveplates, frequency converters, and
birefringence can also be high-power lasers. (mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in)

induced or modified by
physically stressing them or
exposing them to electric or

magnetic fields. For feedback and suggestions for ‘Science’,
Birefringence arises because please write to science@thehindu.co.in
the material has different with the subject ‘Daily page’

crystal structures in different
Birefringence: different in different directions
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gfaaas (asRfFsia): sraer-arerer feamsit & srerer voma

When light passes through a glass prism from air, its path bends due
to a property called refraction.

I Y1 TF i & A ¥ §a1 & YU FIaT ¢, @Y IHHT 99 73 1T 8,
IrqaeleT (BHEIeT) ATHS 0T & HROT gl g1

e The amount of bending depends on the refractive index of the material, which is the
ratio of the speed of light in vacuum to the speed of light in the material.

3 Y AT 9SS F Iraacei (RibfFea $3aw) w1 ok el 8, 5 favafa o erer
arfer 3R 39 gere & wepter Y AT F AT F IUTAT T ST & |

o Refractive indices of some materials:

Fo Jardt & Fuadei:

o Vacuum (f@ata) =1
o Air (&) = 1.0003
o Glass (®M) =15
o Diamond (&RT) = 2.4

What is birefringence?

gfaade (asRihera) Far 87

e Some materials have more than one refractive index, meaning they slow down light
differently in different directions.

&S TeTAl & T U § T H9actelie g1 8, Jlel I THTr HY Irerar-3rerar famait &
3rerr-3rarer aifa @ AT F:a §

e Such materials are called birefringent and exist both naturally and synthetically.
U verdf 1 gfaade (asRithele) wer Jrar §, 31X 2 uepfae w0 & 8t are I § s
YARTRATAT H FATC oft ST Hehet & |

o Examples of naturally birefringent materials:

yr e gfaadsl geryf & sereor:

o Mica (31dh)
o Quartz (FwfeH/Fards)
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o Examples of synthetic birefringent materials:
F i gfaade geraf & sereror:
o Barium borate (€ aRE)
o Lithium niobate (fofaas AaEe)

How birefringence occurs

afradelt 3 geh 32

o Birefringence arises due to different crystal structures in different directions,
making the material anisotropic.

gfaaeeh a9 gieh § ora forelY wame & forree WREITT Jrerer-3rerer famait ¥ arerer gl &,
fora ag e R (efaaeifie) o orar #
e External factors can modify birefringence, such as:
TN FRF gfIadsl F A X aHa § SR
o Physical stress (silfas qema)
o Electric fields (fagge &)
o Magnetic fields (I &¥)

Effect of birefringence on light
Y1 W gfAqeisit &1 T

e The bending direction of light depends on:
yTer fre e 3 39, I 37 FRAT W AR Far &
o Thedirection in which it is moving (SerTer & arfar Y fgam)
o Theway itis polarised (38T ¢aor fEufa)

o Light consists of an electric field oscillating perpendicular to a magnetic field, and
both are perpendicular to the light's motion direction.

YEIT 7 U Ry &1 a1 ¢, S UF gahIT &1 & dqad arele a3l ¢, 3R A St waprer
& arfer i e & weaa gia ¢

o Polarisation refers to the direction of the electric field in the light wave.

0T (FIeRTSALAT) FT IS § THTr a1 & faega &= Ay fam|
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1. The Three Ambedkars: Force, Energy, and Pragmatism
in Action

e 3raEsT afdd, FAT 3R cgagiRean 1 frareiearn

2. False narrative created over Gujarat riots, courts found
us innocent: PM

ISR &l TN TS FgTelt T8 a1, 3rareral o g fafy arm:
LD E]

Thulasi Kakkat
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DPPATRIOTICIAS

The Three Ambedkars: force, energy, and

pragmatism in action

Ambedkar’s philosophy was influenced by John Dewey’s pragmatism, emphasising individual moral agency and the fight against caste oppression;

through reflexive morality, reconstructive rhetoric, navayana Buddhism, he redefined social justice, using strategic discourse and pragmatic thought

S Paper IV: Thinkers

Nikhil Sanjay-Rekha Adsule

ast December, on the serene

campus of Columbia University,

one friend asked me to describe

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in two
words. | immediately responded — force
and energy. These two secular terms
summate the principled and organic idea
of Ambedkar. Looking at it as a verb
removes the zeal to barricade him into a
sectarian idea. My thinking-doing
Ambedkar is derived from these two
enlightened ideas. This is what Dr.
Ambedkar, as a noun, expected from his
followers. So, it becomes essential to
dissect these — force and energy.

For two years now, | have been reading
Professor John Dewey’s texts as a scholar
interested in understanding the shades of
pragmatism, its critique(s) and its impact
on the constitution of the verb —
Ambedkar. In light of this, I believe Prof.
Scott R. Stroud’s recent work ‘The
Evolution of Pragmatism in India:
Ambedkar, Dewey, and the Rhetoric of
Reconstruction’ is essential for
understanding the dialectics of the
philosophy of pragmatism and Ambedkar.
Itis a necessary addition to the
scholarship on Ambedkar, an attempt to
infuse fresh thinking into understanding
his philosophy and politics.

Triratna of pragmatism
Itis a fact that Prof. Dewey was one of the
teachers of young Bhimrao at Columbia
University. Also, there are various copies
of Professor Dewey’s works and their
updated editions in Dr. Ambedkar’s
collection. Dr Ambedkar also marked
these copies, showing his protracted
engagement with Prof. Dewey’s ideas and
those of other thinkers of his time. So, it
becomes crucial to understand the
intellectual interplay between Dr.
Ambedkar and Prof. Dewey’s ideas of
pragmatism.

My reading in delineating the

Address

Email Id : info@patrioticias.

hermeneutics of force and energy shall
foreground the concept of the Three
Ambedkars to understand these complex
engagements in a simple framework.
These Three Ambedkars embody the
principles of pragmatic philosophy that
Dr. Ambedkar often used as part of his
strategic approach.

Reflexive moral

Dr. Ambedkar owned a copy of Prof. John
Dewey’s classic, A Theory of Ethics, doing
multiple readings. His underlining of the
text with different coloured pencils shows
his constant engagement with it. The text
says that moral laws are the principles on
which actions are based. Any moral
judgement is made by duly weighing the
consequences of the actions a person or
an individual could take. This
underscores an individual’s self-agency in
exercising their choices.

In his classic treatise, Annihilation of
Caste, Dr. Ambedkar, inspired by
Deweyan pragmatism, highlights the
modus operandi of the caste system. He
stresses that it is the individual agency
that caste inhibits, ultimately denying a
person their freedom. This divinely
sanctioned, dogmatic, and systemic caste
takes away individuality in thought and
action. Reflexive morality, which gives the
discretion of choice, the edifice on which
the idea of freedom is based, is denied to
a person. The person is crushed under
the burden of hegemonic customary laws
that are motivated by parochial dogmas,
energised by the motivation —
maintaining a stagnant, graded, unequal
caste system. A holy system wherein birth
decides the worth by the caste into which
they are born.

Reconstructive rhetorical

In communication studies, the term
rhetoric means persuasive
communication using the instruments of
text, speech, images, and other mediums.
Dr. Ambedkar uses this technique

inspired by Deweyan pragmatism to
reconstruct a gender-biased and casteist
society. Knowing the limitations, he
employs them selectively in his writings,
speeches, and actions. The two examples
illustrate this: the battle of Bhima
Koregaon, and his brilliant lecture
‘Ranade, Gandhi and Jinnal’, delivered in
1943 at the Gokhale Memorial Hall.

Dr. Ambedkar transformed the 1818
Battle of Bhima Koregaon — which
marked the decline of Brahminical
Peshwa rule — into a symbol of poetic
justice. He visited the memorial in 1927.
The untouchables on whom the Peshwas
vigorously imposed the unjust caste
system were defeated by the
untouchables. Dr. Ambedkar initiated a
new discourse for the untouchables,
which imbibed them with the martial
spirit of self-worth and strength, He was a
persuasive rhetor and mentioned this
battle again at the Round Table
Conference in London in 1930. Many
scholars may accuse it of fallibilism, but it
is one of the crucial techniques that
reconstructive rhetorics employ to
achieve their pragmatic end.

In the second case, delivering his
address in Pune, he employs the Buddhist
technique of democratic deliberation,
foregrounding a unique dialectical play of
truth and opinion. The many references
and citations, especially those of Jyotirao
Phule and Thomas Carlyle, show his
repertoire of pragmatism — psychological
and intellectual rigour and its effective
deployment to meet the desired end.

Navayana pragmatist Ambedkar

One of Dr. Ambedkar’s most critical
applications of pragmatism was his
reconstruction of Buddha. There are
many claims, and they have been
accepted too, that Dr. Ambedkar was
introduced to Buddhism by Keluskar
Guruji very early. But, Keluskar’s writings
presented Buddha as a theological and
divine figure. However, Dr. Ambedkar’s

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

quest for conversion and search for a
religion that balances the principles of
liberty, equality, and fraternity started
after his famous Yeola speech of 1936,
where he announced that he would quit
the Hindu religion.

A key example of his pragmatic
approach to reconstructing Buddha is
found in his posthumously published
work, ‘The Buddha and His Dhamma’.
Siddhartha Gautama leaves his princely
abode to avert the vitikkamma (state of
war) between Shakyas and Koliyas due to
a dispute arising from the sharing of
waters of river Rohini and not for the
search of enlightenment as presented in
theological versions. Many such
pragmatism-inspired instances twist the
banal theological discourses. Thus, Dr.
Ambedkar employs various tools of
pragmatism to foreground his principled,
organic navayana Buddhism to annihilate
the gender, caste, religion and class
structural inequalities.

In the above discussion, I am not
proposing the singularity of pragmatism
or Prof. Dewey to analyse Dr. Ambedkar.
This force-energy is a constitution of
multi-varied entities, chiefly from the
reservoir of Buddha, Kabir, and Phule.
However, one cannot neglect other
influences on him — the theories,
scholars, his contemporaries and
spatialities, while mainly grappling with
the issues of politics and economics in the
contemporary realm of gender and caste,
succinctly put by the late Prof. Sharmila
Rege, ideas on class and left delineated by
late Prof. Gail Omvedt, V. Geetha and
others. It would be better to read Dr.
Ambedkar and the influence of Prof.
Dewey’s Pragmatism on him as an
intellectual exercise that helped him craft
his response to the pressing issues of
humanity to reclaim the lost ideals of
Manuski, which assume more importance
today.

Nikhil Sanjay-Rekha Adsule is a Senior
Research Scholar, 1IT-Delhi
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The Three Ambedkars: Force, Energy, and Pragmatism in
Action

deT 3dgHT; afed, Fa71 3R sgagTiedar i frarefierdar

Ambedkar’s philosophy was influenced by John Dewey’s pragmatism,
emphasizing individual moral agency and the fight against caste
oppression.

HASHY F &1 WX AT 34t F cqagRare w1 yH1a 41, orw#d sgfFdera aAfaw
FadadT 3T Sfa 3cdiisa & o Ty 93 SR T aram 4|

o Through reflexive morality, reconstructive rhetoric, and Navayana Buddhism, he
redefined social justice using strategic discourse and pragmatic thought.

wfafiaTeas Afaear, gafiriorardy smyor 3R Fawr gy et & Areas @ 35
AT = Y TR fFar 3R torehfos ware 7 sgaeie =R &1 srem|

Force and Energy: Understanding Ambedkar’s Thought
e 3T FaT: JdsHT & TR FF GHASET

e In December 2023, on Columbia University’s campus, a scholar described
Ambedkar using two words— force and energy.

fdaT 2023 #, Frafar freafagrera & aRET 7 v fagar o sdsat 1 oY el #
e forar— afFa 3k |

o Ambedkar’s ideology should be seen as a verb, signifying action and
transformation, rather than being confined to a sectarian idea.

HASHT A fTARURT 1 v FRAT & T H QT ST AT, S 3T 3R aRade r g2ifdr
&, 7 o TR faRuRT d& @f T #9 & F9 F|

o John Dewey’s pragmatism played a crucial role in shaping Ambedkar’s philosophy,
as seen in Scott R. Stroud’s book, The Evolution of Pragmatism in India.

Sttt 3t & SYIFRATE =1 HATHFT & 2T I 3HR ol H AgcaquT AT s, Star
i HR. T3 A Ged®, § 5T16g27 HIH J7HRTH o7 31347 H SWT 1 Hehell &

Triratna of Pragmatism: The Three Ambedkars

YagRAIE & e did e
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Dr. Ambedkar was deeply influenced by John Dewey’s teachings during his time at
Columbia University.

31, 3rasHT ) Frafadr freafagarea # ger$ & Rt Jiter 3t & faor & 71837 warra e

His book collection contained several works of Dewey, which he marked and
annotated, indicating his engagement with pragmatism.

3T qFas g # 3d Y 8 [WAC of, A9 351 Ageayet e 3 Reaforat s
df, a8 37 caagRarg & g 3R 1 a1 Tl g |

The Three Ambedkars framework explains how he strategically applied pragmatic
philosophy to his activism and social reforms.

e 3raEHT FTRAT IaTd! § & 3ogia saagie el #' Wifas §1 ¥ 39« gHTfois
FuRT 3 a7 3 oy fra)

Reflexive Morality: The Foundation of Individual Agency

gyfafearcas AfQFar SafFaera Taadar aY dia

Ambedkar owned a copy of John Dewey’s book, A Theory of Ethics, and
underlined key passages in different colors.

IHASHT & U St 3N F GFaw v 2N 3% ofdFr ) o uia off, e s Ageayut
37elY Y 3reTar-3rerer o1 F RfFga fFar an|

Dewey’s ethics emphasized that moral laws are principles based on evaluating the
consequences of actions.

&t iy Afawar a7 e ¥ B Ao Feg 3 Rigwia € i B Bram & aRomst &
HediFsT 9T HTUTRA 81 ¢

In Annihilation of Caste, Ambedkar argued that caste oppresses individual agency
and freedom, making it a divinely sanctioned system of social control.

SITfa &1 RAmer (Annihilation of Caste) & 3{9sHR ot &gl f&h FA1fa saFd H Tad=adr 1
aTftra Fclt 8, orad I8 $eadia wliga wraATia fag=ror yorrelt ao1 STl 21

Reflexive morality, which grants individuals the discretion of choice, is denied under
caste hierarchy.

gfafdarcAs Afasar, 3t cafea &) Tadx Aoty A Y a7Aar &t §, Y cgasaT & aga
& o T B

Reconstructive Rhetoric: Transforming Society

qeAfARTOTATEY $ITYOT: HATST FT ToALaa
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e« Reconstructive rhetoric involves persuasive communication through texts,
speeches, and symbols to bring about social change.

qeATTATOTaTEY $tToT 3 1, Tt Y et & ATeTe @ warrd wAR R o &, foed
WIATTS IR ST &I qF |

o Ambedkar strategically used rhetoric in his speeches and writings, inspired by
Deweyan pragmatism.

HATHT o 39 ATYOIY 3 G # [EAfAF T A ATIOTR AT T 39T fFar, Sy 3t &

sqqgRare ¥ WRa ar
o Examples of Ambedkar’s reconstructive rhetoric:

AT Y TATAATOTATEY HTIOTHT & IETe O

1. Bhima Koregaon battle (1818) — Ambedkar reinterpreted it as a symbol of
resistance against Brahminical oppression.

$fAT FRETT Fe¥r (1818) — 3HASH o 3U FEAVEIAT Scdisa & f@amd yfeer &
Yol & T 7 GeT: T |

2. Lecture: “Ranade, Gandhi, and Jinnah” (1943) — He used Buddhist
democratic deliberation to engage in intellectual debate on social reform.

TSNS " TATS, et 3R == (1943) - 3ogiet digyr waife Far-fae &1
3YANT Y WATTSF FUR W dlefars a9 A

e Atthe Round Table Conference (1930), Ambedkar highlighted the oppression of
untouchables, framing it within a historical and rhetorical context.

Mo FFAT (1930) H s o QAT & diser 1 Mgt 3k smyoreen &
Hest A geqd |

Conclusion: Ambedkar’s Pragmatism in Action

forsary: HATHT FT YdgRAIE 3N FIeadeT

e Ambedkar’s strategic use of force, energy, and pragmatism helped him challenge
caste hierarchies and redefine social justice.

FasH Y AfFd, F91 R SqaERaTE FT 0N fAF TR 3¢ A TeTTHA FT ot oot
3R wrfore = #Y EdRenfia w3 7 e a|

e His engagement with Dewey’s pragmatism shaped his intellectual and political
approach to freedom and equality.

3 & SATERATE & TIY HASHT T TGN FATAdT o TaaadT AR FATAT F 9fa 3%
dlefe 3R Tefas Tehior +i 3R &)

e His philosophy continues to inspire movements for justice, proving that pragmatism,
when applied strategically, can drive revolutionary change.

SAHT g2 31T oY 7T F 3=t Y INT FAT §, g 2ATaT & 6 ugeraK, I«
TOTAIfe & @ @, o Simar B, &t wifasr aRader o wFar |
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Navayana Pragmatist Ambedkar

STagTe SYIgRATEY ASHT

e One of Dr. Ambedkar’s most critical applications of pragmatism was his
reconstruction of Buddha.

31, HATH & SIGERAIG & FIH AGcAYVT HTAWN H § U AT F FT GoAferaAon|
e Ambedkar was introduced to Buddhism at an early age by Keluskar Guruji, but
Keluskar’s writings depicted Buddha as a theological and divine figure.

HATHFT F IRIAF I & Fe[e< oi o dletr oot F TR FIrT, Afehet shefeant &1
AT gatr Ft v unfee 3N T safFaes & w9 # s Fe o

o Ambedkar’s quest for conversion began after his Yeola speech (1936), where he
declared that he would leave Hinduism.

HAsHT F &3 gRada i @isr 3% 1936 %ﬂammw%m%ﬁgé,aﬁmﬁﬁquﬁ
BIgar A Ao Y|

Reconstructing Buddha through Pragmatism
SYAERATG, & HTEIH W IS HT TATIATT

e In his posthumously published book, The Buddha and His Dhamma, Ambedkar
presented a pragmatic interpretation of Buddha’s life.

39aAT FRONRIT THRAT GEdH, § U7 U5 3ot GFATH 35 o go¥f & Siast 1 T
SqAET SATEAT TEJd |
o Instead of the traditional belief that Siddhartha Gautama left his princely life in

search of enlightenment, Ambedkar proposed that he did so to prevent war between
Shakyas and Koliyas over river Rohini’s water dispute.

IR 4RO & faadia fF R sitasr & s it & fore verege oisr, e A
el & Segio) Arerat AR Fiferat & dfrer Afeof 1) & srer fare & HROT Feur Wbt & fow
T foaT|

e Ambedkar’s Navayana Buddhism aimed to eliminate caste, gender, religious, and
class inequalities, rather than focusing on theological narratives.

FHASF & AATT FIGH G 1 3¢ Ffay, forer, et 3R a9t srgaAraansit w wATeT FTar
o1, o o enfis wam3it ) SR &=

Ambedkar’s Pragmatism Beyond Dewey

3 W I HASHT HT SUIgRAIC

e Although John Dewey’s pragmatism influenced Ambedkar, his philosophy was
shaped by multiple thinkers like Buddha, Kabir, and Jyotirao Phule.
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SAfaE g A 78 faamat @ 9T o)

e Other scholars such as Sharmila Rege, Gail Omvedt, and V. Geetha have explored
Ambedkar’s engagement with class, caste, and gender politics.

3= fagarer 1 afder [, A 3tAadg 3k &t afar o srdse & 7, anfa sil eifas
TSt & FeroaTdr 7 31eTTT [ g1

o Ambedkar’s application of pragmatism was not just an academic exercise but a
practical tool to address social inequalities and reclaim human dignity (Manuski).

HATHT FT SHTGRAIG haol Teh SiG Ueh HEAAeT Ig] 2T, dfosh ATATISIG FFATAIIN HI
FATCT FLa AR ATTT TRAT (AT Y TT: TNRAT FI T TF AT AT o)
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False narrative created over Gujarat
riots, courts found us innocent: PM

[Essay

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has said the dis-
course around the 2002
post-Godhra riots in Guja-
rat was an attempt to
create a false narrative and
his political opponents in
power at the Centre want-
ed him to be punished but
the courts cleared his
name.

In a podcast with Lex
Fridman, Mr. Modi said the
perception that the 2002
riots were the biggest riots
ever in Gujarat was an at-
tempt to push misinforma-
tion. “If you review the da-
ta from before 2002, you
will see that Gujarat faced
frequent riots. Curfews
were constantly being im-
posed somewhere. Com-
munal violence would
erupt over trivial issues
such as kite flying contests
or even bicycle collisions,”
he said during the podcast
released on Sunday.

The Prime Minister said
the riots in Gujarat in 1969

Lively discussion: Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a podcast
with Lex Fridman. pTi

lasted for more than six
months and that was an
era when he was nowhere
on the political horizon.

He said the Godhra train
burning incident took
place barely three days af-
ter he was elected a legisla-
tor of the Gujarat Assemb-
ly.

“It was a tragedy of un-
imaginable magnitude, pe-
ople were burned alive.
You can imagine, against
the backdrop of incidents
like the Kandahar hijack-
ing, the attack on parlia-

ment, or even 9/11, and
then to have so many peo-
ple killed and burned alive,
you can imagine how tense
and volatile the situation
was,” he said.

“Nothing should hap-
pen, we also wish so. Eve-
ryone would wish there
should be peace,” the
Prime Minister said

Mr. Modi, who was the
Gujarat Chief Minister at
that time, said the big inci-
dent at Godhra was the
sparking point and vio-
lence took place. He said

that a fake narrative was
spread regarding the God-
hra case. “But, the courts

investigated the matter
thoroughly and found us
completely innocent.

Those who were truly res-
ponsible have faced justice
from the courts,” he said.

He said his political op-
ponents were in power at
the Centre when the vio-
lence took place and they
were keen to see him pun-
ished over the allegations.

“At that time, our politi-
cal opponents were in
power, and naturally they
wanted all allegations
against us to stick. They
wanted to see us punished.
Despite their relentless ef-
forts, the judiciary ana-
lysed the situation meticu-
lously twice and ultimately
found us completely inno-
cent,” he said.

He said Gujarat has not
seen riots since 2002. “Ov-
er the past 22 years, there
hasn’t been a single major
riot in Gujarat... Gujarat re-
mains completely peace-
ful,” Mr. Modi said.

False narrative created over Gujarat riots, courts found us

innocent; PM

IS &3 T F[SY FETeH 9118 1, 3rarerat «F g afy gram:

TETAHA]

Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated that the 2002 Gujarat riots

discourse was an attempt to create a false narrative.
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YT 7Y AT 3 F8T & 2002 [T &1 91 AT 715 =TT U 33 FBeit
e T 94 At

e Political opponents in power at the Centre wanted to see him punished, but courts
cleared his name.

&g A a1 A W WA R 30 &3 w3 area 9, Afha sgradt o 378 iy g
Frequent riots before 2002
2002 ¥ U TR §T &

e Modi said that the perception of the 2002 riots being the biggest in Gujarat’s history
was misinformation.

AIEY o e foh 2002 & &I FY IERTT F FaH I3 &I TATA T RO el Faar AT
o Before 2002, Gujarat frequently experienced riots, and curfews were common due
to small communal tensions.

2002 § TEd, eI H IR-aR &3 81 &, 3R BI Wive1Aw daral & FROT FFY HH 91T
ot

e Gujarat witnessed major riots in 1969, lasting for more than six months, long before
Modi entered politics.

TSI A 1969 H 3 3 gU I, S F A A 30 T, ST A [T H LT A

Godhra train burning incident

INERT S STATe Y TSAT

e The Godhratrain burning happened just three days after Modi was elected as a
Gujarat legislator.
INERT ¢ STeATeT Y TEAT AT & IR AU it & A cllet ot a1 g%

e He called it atragedy of unimaginable magnitude, comparing it to incidents like the
Kandahar hijacking, Parliament attack, and 9/11.

3ogiel S HFeTaT FAT Y TTHAY gl 31T 3T HEUR IEI0T, HHE 9T gH T 3T 9/11 St
geATHT & ST

e Theviolence erupted after the Godhra incident, and a false narrative was spread
regarding the riots.

IR TeT & a1g AT HghY, 3R ST IR F S et hong wE|
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Judicial investigation and Modi’s innocence

=i ST 3% A A Agfoar

o Modi stated that courts investigated the case thoroughly and found him completely
innocent.

AIEY 7 &gl o JraTerdl o 38 AFer 1 T I Y 31 3% Tt e Aahy arm
e Those truly responsible for the riots have faced justice in court, according to him.
3e1h TAN, SN AT e # g & fow oeseR 9, 375 srerea o i3 Rl

e Political opponents in power at the time tried to hold him accountable, but despite
their efforts, judiciary cleared him twice.

39 AT AT & @ A QAT o 378 St a8t &1 93 f63m, ofeheT 36T
HITRARAT & SAS[G, HTeral o & IR 3o fevary |

Gujarat’s peace since 2002
2002 & 91¢ IR A Af

e Modi emphasized that Gujarat has not seen any major riots in the past 22 years.
FHIEY 7 SR &ehe el Toh e # Rrsver 22 st & 4§ wg1 &am 7 gam|

e Since 2002, Gujarat has remained completely peaceful, he said.
2002 & &€ &, IERTd T 7€ AT TET &, g1t el

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page78

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS



