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Three men rape two women, including a foreigner, near

Hampi

st aent oF &Y Afgestt, oo v faeelY sft enfAer &, Fr gt & g

Three men rape two
women, including a
foreigner, near Hampi

[GS Paper I: Hampi |
The Hindu Bureau
KALABURAGI

Two women — a 27-year-old tra-
veller from Israel and a 29-year-
old homestay owner from Ane-
gundi in Koppal district — were
allegedly raped by three men
near the Tungabhadra Left Bank
Canal in Sanapur, near Hampi,
late on Thursday when they
were stargazing with three male
travellers from the U.S., Odisha,
and Maharashtra.

The attackers demanded mo-

ney, then assaulted the group,
pushing the men into the canal.
One man, Bibash from Odisha,
remains missing.

Following the complaint, the
Gangavati Rural police have re-
gistered an FIR under the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita Sections 64
(rape), 309 (robbery), 311 (rob-
bery or dacoity) and others.

SP Ram L. Arasiddi con-
firmed the incident and said that
the women were sent for medi-
cal examination and the reports
were awaited.

TATchR T

Two women—a 27-year-old
traveller from Israel and a 29-year-
old homestay owner from
Anegundi, Koppal district—were
allegedly raped by three men near
the Tungabhadra Left Bank Canal
in Sanapur, near Hampi, late on
Thursday.

ar Afge—ue 27 Ty o=
It 31T v 29 gty g Afe,
33, FHreae frar—ar dfier atat
EaRT IFIR T I g7 & a1
qarsTeT Ave A% Sherer, AT A
Tl fohaT aram|

e The women were stargazing with three male travellers from the U.S., Odisha, and

Maharashtra when the attackers arrived.

Afgeme AT, 3fBem 3 AERISE & et Tow AP & Fry AR @ W off, 5@
gHIR T&T TE |

e The attackers demanded money and then assaulted the group, pushing the three
men into the canal.

gHACTAR o ¥ AT, Y wopg 9X goran R 3R dfier gt &t a7ee F e & o
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e One of the men, Bibash from Odisha, is still missing.

T2 & foarer ATAw cFiFg 373 ofy ATaar g1

e Following a complaint, the Gangavati Rural Police have registered an FIR under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita Sections 64 (rape), 309 (robbery), and 311 (robbery or
dacoity), among others.

e &1 g & a1, et Areior gfor o SR T WitaT i 4R 64 (FTFER),
309 (33, 3R 311 (e[ AT Sl FAT 31T YR F T8d FIR & I B

e SP Ram L. Arasiddi confirmed the incident and stated that the women were sent for
medical examination, and reports are awaited.

T T TA. IAZ A T B i A 3R Farn i wfenst w Afdwa = F A
ST 71T 8, 31X ROYE 1 SaoR R s @ #1

Vijayanagara Empire (1336-1565)
RSTIevR 9H\ETeT (1336-1565)

It was ruled by four dynasties:
3H W IR a9l of ema fohar:

o Sangama Dynasty (1336-1485)
TIH U (1336-1485)

o Saluva Dynasty (1485-1505)
Told 99T (1485-1505)

o Tuluva Dynasty (1505-1565)
deld d9r (1505-1565)

o Aravidu Dynasty (1565-1643)
3Rfag d9r (1565-1643)

The empire was founded by Swami Vijayaranya in 1336 on the banks of the
Tungabhadra River at a place called Anegondi.

THGT I TATIAT TG A3 d o 1336ﬁ§=ﬁm AN F FAR NS TATHE
TAT W Fr AT

Swami Vijayaranya was well supported by Harihara and Bukka, both of whom were
commanders of King Pratap Rudra of the Kakatiya dynasty (Warangal).
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Tar TSRO 1 gReET 3N T 1 3eeT FAST IIed AT, Sl aRETd & Fihdry
FU & TSI 9T g & Jaaraid I

They were captured by Muhammad bin Tughlaq, converted to Islam, and appointed
as governors of Kampili in Karnataka.

3¢ HeFAG AT s o 981 aa1 for, s¥ama A aRafdd X e, 3R Fates &
S yell &7 arae fAgere T
They were reconverted to Hinduism by Swami Vijayaranya in the Virupaksha

Temple in Hampi.
Y feeRoT & 30% gedt & faeaner AR A g et F g aRafela fomam
Harihara Raya was defeated by Bahmani Sultan Alauddin Hasan Bahman Shah.

FRET T T TEgHAl Yol HASSEI g0 TeHA ATE o WSt foham|

The main cause of frequent wars between Vijayanagara rulers and the Bahmani
Sultanate was the control over the Raichur Doab (land between the Krishna and
Tungabhadra rivers).

SR araet 3R Fgdell Feaad & g TR-ER gld arel Jeut HT H&T HROT
TAGY Q13T (S Foom iR gorerer w1y & v A offFr B) ¥ fror am

Bukka Raya sent a delegation to China.

TFH T o DT A v gl S|

He resolved conflicts between Vaishnavas and Jains.

3ogley deural 3T ARt & g Tust 1 g )

Bukka's son, Veera Kampana Raya, conquered Madurai.

TFH F 97 I FI T S AGQY W a7 red @

Veera Kampana's wife, Ganga Devi, wrote Madura Vijayam in Sanskrit.

R FYT T B Tl I Sl A GEFA H FHgw7 [ForgHaY forn|
Dev Raya-I and Dev Raya-II

&g -1 3R aF -1

Dev Raya-1 built a dam on river Tungabhadra at Hampi.
&F -1 o g JIreveT 7T I Teh e S|
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According to Persian chronicler Perista, a war took place between Dev Raya-1 and Bahmani
Sultan Taj-ud-din Firoz Shah for the sake of Nahal, the beautiful daughter of a
blacksmith.

PR iR IREFAT & AN, 37 T9-1 3R T5al o are-35-de i
AE & T ATES, TF WIER A He 9ETh HROT G g3

Dev Raya-I11 was the greatest of the dynasty, called Prauda Dev Raya for his perfection in
64 types of arts.

&T TF-11 3791 64 YR A Fenn3it H fqorar & SR e &7 T Hgenw 3R 9 57
ae & FEY Hgl AHH F|

His title was Gajabetkara (expert in hunting animals).

3oTehT 3UTT ITABETHR AT (ST AR Fxat & faqor )

Persian ambassador Abdul Razak and Italian traveler Nicolo Conti both visited Hampi
during the times of Dev Raya-II.

BRET Tslee IHegel T AT ScTeld! AT fAsiel Fiect el o &F T4-11 %
QMaARIST H gFAY T SR foram|

Both described the prosperity of the city of Hampi and declared that Dev Raya-I1 was the
richest king of India.

alt o gFdt &l WHE 1 aule fohaT 33T -1 T AR FT Fad Gl =
S|

Dev Raya-11 employed Muslims to train Vijayanagar cavalry forces.

¢d TF-11 7 ISR #T g39ar Far &l Gl aet & T gaeramt o &Hged
fara|

He respected the holy Quran and built a mosque for Muslims in Hampi.

3egiel Ufad 0T ol FEFAT fhar 3N g & FuaaAEl & v v Aiderg soars|

He conducted a literary council called Mutyalasala.

3eglel HeATAATST TS Ueh Wlfeed IRV &1 3T foha|

He conferred the title Emperor of Poets on Sreenath, the Telugu poet.

3egiel dee] F ey w1 FRAAT FT AT HI I
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Dev Raya-I1 himself was a great scholar and wrote Mahanataka Sudha Nidhi on Carnatic
music.

aT TT-11 9T T AT fagare & AR Iogiel walfed Wolld W Ageies gur fafer
JATHE T @]
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Downsizing at NOAA Will Impact India, Says Congress

Downsizing
at NOAA will
impact India,
says Congress

GS Paper |:
Geography

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Friday ex-
pressed its concern over
the reported downsizing at
the U.S.’s National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA) and its im-
pact on India.

Congress communica-
tion chief Jairam Ramesh
said on X that the country
would have to enhance its
own research capacity and
capability in earth sciences
very significantly.

Sharing a media report
claiming that the move to
downsize the U.S. meteor-
ological body could hurt its
data collection, Mr. Ra-
mesh said, “Right now the
Modi government’s priori-
ty appears to be a trade
deal to deal with President
Donald Trump’s threats on
tariffs. But his actions in
other areas could have ad-
verse impacts on India.”

“The NOAA has been of
great importance to our
understanding of the mon-
soon,” he said, adding that
it collected global data on
parameters such as tem-
perature, salinity, and sea
levels. Ocean data used for
monsoon forecasts since
2009 had come largely
from the NOAA, he pointed
out, and said it contributed
about 40% of the subsur-
face observations in the In-
dian Ocean while India
contributes around 11%.

“It is not just for India —
the NOAA is a global public
good essential to monitor-
ing and managing climate
change. It faces an uncer-
tain future,” Mr. Ramesh
noted.

NOAA & Feldt #T HRT 9T T$TT ST, HTAH oF gl

e The Congress party expressed concern over the downsizing of the U.S.
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and its impact on
India.

FIIF 91E F FARFT F TEHT ATHER 3 aIgHASNT TmaeT (NOAA) F Feteh
3R 39F ARG W T HY dFT R_dT Fad F|

e Congress communication chief Jairam Ramesh stated that India must
enhance its research capacity in earth sciences significantly.

FIIF TIR TG STIAUH AU 7 gl o 7R T et ATt 7 it e arerar
FY Ageaqol 7 & T A HTTHT |

o He shared a media report claiming that the downsizing of NOAA could
hamper data collection, affecting monsoon predictions.

3giol Uah AT RuYE are &Y, [5ae Fgr I 6 NOAA & Feldt ¥ 3e1 aarg
yanTfae & wehell §, FoTee AT @A 9 3ER I3

o Mr. Ramesh stated that the Modi government’s current priority appears to be
a trade deal with the U.S. to counter President Donald Trump’s tariff threats.

it Ter F FgT o A TFR F¥ FaaATeT wrafAwar AR wsgufa skares ¢v & o
TR ¥ Avea & AT v AR A FAT 8|

NOAA'’s Role in Monsoon Prediction
ATAHeT GaTTATeT # NOAA #¥ s1farar

e NOAA has played a crucial role in understanding the monsoon, as it collects
global climate data on temperature, salinity, and sea levels.

NOAA & ATTHS T HHSA H HgcaqUr {fAFT e B, Fiifer Ig aAraaTet, arqorar
31 g TR R AR Ferarg 37 v FAT ¥

e Since 2009, ocean data for monsoon forecasts has largely come from
NOAA, contributing about 40% of subsurface observations in the Indian Ocean.
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2009 ®, NOAA EaRT YeTeT FHT I AETARIRT 3T AT TatgaAtal & faw sgeaqot w1

N L S ]

¥ 3R ug R ATETR & S9T9T 40% 3THAE qelial T QTG 3T ¥

e In comparison, India contributes around 11% of subsurface observations in the
Indian Ocean.

% e, 9Ra g ATEPR & Fad 11% 3T Jdaieedl ST J9E a1 gl

Global Impact of NOAA’s Downsizing

NOAA & &weldt &1 3fas g

e NOAA is not just important for India, but it is a global public good essential for
monitoring and managing climate change.

NOAA Fae #Rd & farw & 71, afew a5 Srerary aRadsr Fr foerred ik yeeesr & faw
% dRa* A g B

e Mr. Ramesh warned that NOAA faces an uncertain future, which could have long-
term conseguences for global climate research.

it T F Taraaht & foF NOAA F1 aifsy aifafveaa &, fSad 3w Srerarg sqauTe
SrEFITord W3ITT 98 WhaT ¢

(GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International Relations)

1.PM Modi mocks Cong. with ‘those with zero seats’ jibe on
first day of Gujarat tour

dIes A 1 oI &R F Tgd T "o Hie are e & 9 W
forarmaT aren
2.Ranveer Allahbadia, Apoorva Mukhija apologise to NCW

YO IreaTgaTiedT, 3rqar ATV & NCW & ATHT Al

3.Plight of prisoners with disabilities needs attention: SC

faararier et #r ghen W eare & i e ghA e
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4.Philippines set to sign agreement for troop deployment
with Canada

el FarsT & Ty A== a1 gasia W gTanaR #9 & fav
IR

5.Monitor says Syria security forces ‘executed’ 52 Alawites in
Latakia

fovarerett ey &1 grar: @R A geam qat F aerfFan 7 52 rard
et Y “wrt &Y

6.Trump writes to Iran’s top leader asking him to open
nuclear dialogue

€9 A $UA & Fated AdT H1 9o fA@HT WWATI] a1l F A hY
3rdfter Y
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PM Modi mocks Cong. Wlth
‘those with zero seats’ jibe
on first day of Gujarat tour

|GS Pa per Il: PM Mudra Yojana |

SILVASSA/SURAT

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday stressed
the need to reduce weight
as he cited a report claim-
ing that nearly 44 crore pe-
ople in India may be obese
by 2050, and described the
figure as “huge and scary”.
He also took a swipe at the
Congress, saying those
who have zero seats may
not be able to count the ze-
ros in Central loans.

On the first day of his
two-day tour of Gujarat
and Union Territory of Da-
dra and Nagar Haveli, and
Daman and Diu, the Prime
Minister inaugurated as
well as performed ground-

PM Narendra Modi with Gujarat CM Bhupendra Patel during the
launch of Food Security Saturation Campaign in Surat on Friday. PT

He addressed gather-
ings in Silvassa and later at
Surat.

‘Control obesity’

Speaking in Silvassa, Mr.
Modi called obesity the
root cause of many diseas-

From Silvassa, the PM
travelled to Surat, where
he launched the food se-
curity campaign. In his ad-
dress, Mr. Modi took a
swipe at the Congress, say-
ing those who have zero
seats may not be able to

breaking ceremony for es and urged people to count the zeros in 332 lakh
projects worth 32,587 fight the chronic health crore loans disbursed by
crore for the UT, and condition by doing regular  the Centre under the Prad-
launched a Food Security  physical exercises and re- han Mantri MUDRA Yojana
Saturation Campaign inSu-  ducing edible oil consump-  targeted at micro
rat, Gujarat. tion by 10%. enterprises.

PM Modi mocks Cong. with ‘those with zero seats’ jibe on
first day of Gujarat tour
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five A A oI gR & T e ' HIe arel’ a9 @ 9 |
ferema qren

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday stressed the need to reduce
weight, citing a report that nearly 44 crore people in India may be
obese by 2050, calling the figure "huge and scary."

JUTAHHT AV ANGT o YFHAR FI ITT HA HL T TTRIFAT W AR faar 3R
wﬁﬁémméﬁg@mﬁn%owmﬁmmwm
AT & PR & IFa &, 38 " AR 3R sTE=r aqrm|

He also took a swipe at Congress, saying those with zero seats may not be able to
count the zeros in Central loans.

3egiel HIAF T FoT FHI gU el foh ToreTeh o o e, 3 Felrw %ot & o By o
HETH LT & Hehel |

On the first day of his two-day tour of Gujarat and Union Territory of Dadra and
Nagar Haveli, and Daman and Diu, PM Modi inaugurated and performed
groundbreaking ceremonies for projects worth ¥2,587 crore for the UT.

TR 3R Fg nfAa weer & 3R 79I g@el, govet 3R 7 & 2 Radha e & gga e,
dITH AT o €2,587 F5 F IRANSIA131 F1 3guTe 3R Riaeamw |

He also launched the Food Security Saturation Campaign in Surat, Gujarat.

3egiel YA, I H WIGH GRaT Wy foa rfdamer ofr & o

He addressed gatherings in Silvassa and later in Surat.

Segiel faerarat 3R 918 # [T # Fraat F waife

‘Control obesity’

‘AT g3 fFa=or

Speaking in Silvassa, Mr. Modi called obesity the root cause of many diseases and
urged people to fight the chronic health condition by doing regular physical
exercises and reducing edible oil consumption by 10%.
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Fverarar 21 sterd gu, A Al A Aerd A F3 AR Ay 575 Farn 3R A9 @ afra
RIS AT FX 3R TET a Y TIT 10% aF FHA FIA I 306 [haT

o From Silvassa, the PM traveled to Surat, where he launched the food security
campaign.

fRrerarar & froer {70, 5767 S7eiel WieT F&T FTRATT > |

e In his address in Surat, Mr. Modi again took a swipe at the Congress, saying those
with zero seats may not be able to count the zeros in ¥32 lakh crore loans
disbursed by the Centre under the Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana targeted at micro
enterprises.

AT A 39 FarereT & SRreT, A AEY 7 T @ FEAW R d har 3R er & e arr
T HIE §, T €32 9@ T3 F KT H e it 7 7a17 A€ 8 Fohel, S g TR G@nT
T FGT AT o TGl Y& 3GIAT I [T AT & |

Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY)
T HaT Arere (freAvears)

e Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) is a flagship scheme launched by the
Government of India on April 8, 2015, aiming to provide financial support to non-
corporate, non-farm small and micro enterprises.

e Under this scheme, loans of up to 10 lakh were initially provided to promote
entrepreneurship and economic growth.

Key Features of PMMY / dieseaars #T vaa fadware

e Objective/ 33??21: To facilitate easy access to finance for small businesses, thereby
promoting self-employment and reducing unemployment.
o Loan Categories / FoT Afor:

o Shishu (f1?]): Loans up to ¥50,000.
o Kishore (f%2R): Loans above ¥50,000 and up to Z5 lakh.
o Tarun (d%9T): Loans above %5 lakh and up to ¥10 lakh.

o Tarun Plus (d%9T Tel¥): Introduced in October 2024, this category covers
loans above ¥10 lakh and up to ¥20 lakh.
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Companies (NBFCs).

o Eligibility / 9rdT: Non-corporate, non-farm small/micro enterprises engaged in
manufacturing, trading, or service sectors, including activities allied to
agriculture such as poultry, dairy, beekeeping, etc.

e Funding Partners / fa=iT ®181ER: Loans under PMMY are provided by various

financial institutions, including Commercial Banks, Regional Rural Banks (RRBS),
Small Finance Banks, Micro Finance Institutions (MFIs), and Non-Banking Financial

Ranveer Allahbadia, Apoorva Mukhija apologise to NCW
O Jreagariear, 3rqal ABST & NCW & ATHY ATl

[GS Paper Il: NCW

Ranveer Allahbadia, Apoorva
Mukhija apologise to NCW

The National Commission for Women (NCW) said
on Friday that YouTubers Ranveer Allahbadia
and Apoorva Mukhija have submitted written
apologies to the panel over the offensive remarks
they had made on the show India’s Got Latent.
Mr. Allahbadia, Ms. Mukhija, and producers of
the show had appeared before the commission
on Thursday, NCW Chairperson Vijaya Rahatkar
said at a press conference.“They said they should
not have spoken in such a manner and have now
submitted ‘maafinama’ (written apology),” the
NCW chief said. Meanwhile, the crime branch of
the Assam Police on Friday grilled Mr. Allahbadia
for his controversial remarks.

N
NS
&)

The National Commission for Women
(NCW) stated on Friday that
YouTubers Ranveer Allahbadia and
Apoorva Mukhija have submitted a
written apology over their offensive
remarks on the show India’s Got
Latent.

TASET ARSI 3TAIT (NCW) o HAR FY
FgT foh JEIaH T0ER reaganedr A
3rqat AW o SfEarer aie e’ A
HTaeas feeqforat & T af@a
ATEY FidY &

o Mr. Allahbadia, Ms. Mukhija, and the
producers of the show appeared before the
commission on Thursday, as confirmed by NCW
Chairperson Vijaya Rahatkar at a press
conference.

st sreagaiear, @it AR 3k o & Awfar
IEIAR I ATANT & VA 92 §T, rahr gfce NCw
3regeT fASTAT WIEH o Ush U Hhihd H |
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e They admitted that they should not have spoken in such a manner and have now
submitted a ‘maafnama’ (written apology).

3egie TR R foh 37¢ 50 a8 T HTNT FT YAV TET AT AT AT 3R 319 Iegier
‘ATwarAr (Faf@a ardy) dig fear gl

e Meanwhile, the crime branch of Assam Police on Friday interrogated Mr. Allahbadia
for his controversial remarks.

ST ST, 3HH YA T IR ATET A YshaR HY 4 IreargaTiedr & 3 Rarfea
feeaforat & Heer 7 qudre $

National Commission for Women (NCW)

Background:

e The National Commission for Women (NCW) was established in January 1992 as a
statutory body under the National Commission for Women Act, 1990.

e It was formed following the recommendations of various committees such as the
Committee on the Status of Women in India (CSWI) in 1974, and the National
Perspective Plan for Women (1988-2000), which emphasized the need for a central
body to promote, protect, and safeguard the interests of women in India.

Objectives: The NCW aims to:

1. Review constitutional and legal safeguards for women.
2. Recommend legislative measures for redressal.

3. Facilitate grievance redressal.

4. Advise the government on policies affecting women.

Nodal Ministry

e The Ministry of Women and Child Development is responsible for coordinating
NCW activities.

History

e The Committee on the Status of Women in India (1974) played a pivotal role in
shaping the foundation for NCW.
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e The committee recommended the establishment of a national body to monitor
women's issues, provide solutions to grievances, and accelerate their socio-economic
development.

e Several recommendations by subsequent committees further pushed for the NCW's
creation, such as the National Perspective Plan for Women (1988-2000).

o In 1992, the NCW was finally constituted to protect, promote, and safeguard women’s
interests.

Composition and Tenure
The NCW is a multi-member body consisting of:

e Chairperson: Nominated by the Central Government, the Chairperson must be
dedicated to women’s welfare.

e Five members: Nominated from individuals with experience in areas like law,
education, trade unions, social work, and more.

e Member-Secretary: A civil service officer or expert in organizational management.

e At least one member must belong to the Scheduled Castes and another from the
Scheduled Tribes. The tenure of the Chairperson and members is three years or
until she reaches the age of 65, whichever comes first. They can resign or be
removed under conditions of insolvency, mental unsoundness, or other misconduct.

Functions of the Commission

1. Investigating and examining safeguards provided under the Constitution and other
laws for women.

2. Presenting annual reports on the working of these safeguards to the Central
Government.

3. Reviewing existing laws and recommending amendments where necessary to
address inadequacies or gaps.

4. Addressing complaints of deprivation of women's rights and other issues through
suo moto actions or direct interventions.

5. Undertaking studies, investigations, and research related to women’s welfare and
gender equality.

6. Participating in socio-economic development planning processes and evaluating the
progress of women in the country.

7. Inspecting jails, remand homes, or any place of custody involving women.

Powers of the Commission

The NCW has quasi-judicial powers to:

e Summon and enforce the attendance of any person from any part of India.
e Requisition public records and documents.
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e Receive affidavits and issue commissions for witness examination.

o Call for special studies on issues like atrocities against women.

e The NCW can also regulate its own procedures and form committees for specific
issues.

Important Data and Facts:

e Chairperson: The current chairperson (as of October 2024) is Vijaya Kishore
Rahatkar.

e Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Women and Child Development

o Key Legislation: National Commission for Women Act, 1990

e Headquarters: New Delhi

Recent Updates:

e The NCW has launched a Digital Shakti Campaign to promote women's safety
online. This includes awareness programs to combat cybercrimes against women.

e In 2023, the NCW addressed over 30,000 complaints regarding women's issues,
including domestic violence, harassment, and workplace discrimination.

e The NCW has taken suo moto notice of several high-profile cases, including issues of
gender-based violence in states like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.
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Plight of prisoners with disabilities needs attention: SC

faerarmer Fieat 1 géam W eare & i T A FE

Plight of prisoners
with disabilities
needs attention: SC

Top court issues notice to Centre on plea that highlighted the trauma

and inhumane conditions suffered by G.N. Saibaba and Stan Swamy

[GS Paper Il: PWD |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Friday said a pe-

tition highlighting
the trauma and inhumane
conditions suffered by Pro-
fessor G.N. Saibaba and the
elderly Stan Swamy raised
a “serious” issue about the
lack of disabled-friendly
accommodation and facili-
ties in prisons across the
country.

A Bench of Justices Vik-
ram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta agreed with advo-
cate Kaleeswaram Raj, re-
presenting petitioner Sath-
yan Nadavoor, that even
the Persons with Disabili-
ties Act of 2016 did not
contain a legal framework
to protect the rights of pri-
soners with disabilities and
provide them “reasonable
accommodation”.

Both judges said the
specific issue had not been
adjudicated by the top
court and needed serious
attention. The court issued
formal notice to the Union
government.

“The demise of Prof.

Major drawback: The Persons with Disabilities Act does not have a
legal framework to protect the rights of prisoners, said the plea.

G.N. Saibaba, a scholar and
human rights activist with
disabilities, was directly at-
tributable to his deteriorat-
ing health, exacerbated by
prolonged incarceration
and the inhumane condi-
tions of his detention. Stan
Swamy also struggled with
disability due to Parkin-
son’s syndrome and died
while in prison. He was de-
nied medical treatment
and basic support,” the pe-
tition submitted.

“There are no provi-
sions for disabled prison-
ers that provide for their
specific needs. They are
still housed in the same fa-

cilities as non-disabled in-
mates, thereby receiving si-
milar treatment regardless
of their specialised require-
ments. This vitiates the
purpose of the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities
Act, 2016,” the petition
noted.

The prison manuals of
most States continue to
lack mandatory provisions
for ramps and other acces-
sibility measures in pri-
sons. This failure persists
in matters of basic mobility
within prison premises, in
direct contravention of the
statutory requirements set
forth by the Act, it said.

The Supreme Court (SC) on
Friday stated that a petition
highlighting the trauma and
inhumane conditions faced
by Professor G.N. Saibaba
and Stan Swamy raised a
serious issue regarding the
lack of disabled-friendly
facilities in prisons across
India.

FHHA FIE (SC) o YHaAR H
Fel fh IrhaT o, gisarar
3R e Fart gary el 71
1T 3R AT
TRTEAfIAY F 3IPR FI arelt
ITRAHT of HRA T SFell A
faearet & sregamer glawmait
Ft I 73R Fe@T 35T ¢

e A Bench of Justices Vikram Nath
and Sandeep Mehta agreed with
advocate Kaleeswaram Raj,
representing petitioner Sathyan
Nadavoor, that even the Persons
with Disabilities Act, 2016, does not
provide a legal framework for
protecting the rights of disabled
prisoners.

T farger AT 3 WA g A

N5 o AT T AGaY F T FRAIHA T I 3H Gollel § FATA TS &
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FNS FefaAl ST TETeT oTg1 HIAT|

e The courtissued a formal notice to the Union government, emphasizing the need
for serious attention on this issue.

T A Hg WHR $ Jtwefe Afew SrY fmam, 3k 57 qeg w ik e 3
JTaRIHAT IS |

Death of G.N. Saibaba and Stan Swamy
SiY.ueT. GrSaraT AR T waE fr Ala

e The petition claimed that the death of Professor G.N. Saibaba, a human rights
activist with disabilities, was directly caused by his deteriorating health due to
prolonged incarceration and inhumane prison conditions.

ITierenT gl a1 o fasmerier ATTarfasR FAwdr WHaT SiY. U, W$ETEr A 7o 3o
ﬁmﬁmﬂuﬁ@ﬁﬁ%m%ﬁmwm%mgl

e Stan Swamy, who suffered from Parkinson’s syndrome, was also denied proper
medical treatment and basic support, leading to his death in prison.

T T, ST aiiFEw R & 9t 4, 35¢ o 3R Rt swEr st g weme
o1 & 913, TSI HROT 3oThT el A HT &1 715 |

Lack of Provisions for Disabled Prisoners
Qe Ffeat & AT yraum=T Hr AT

e There are no special provisions in prisons for disabled inmates, and they are
housed in the same facilities as non-disabled prisoners.

et & fawetier et & v F1$ Ay graurer 7481 &, 3ik 3¢ e Fieat F arg & w@r
ST g1

e This violates the purpose of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016,
which aims to ensure equal rights and facilities for disabled individuals.

IE e safFadl & #fteR affaga, 2016 & 387 1 3eaas Har &, S [T
safaadl #t g sfter ik gl gHfRad s & oo gem =)

e The prison manuals of most States do not have mandatory provisions for ramps
and accessibility measures, leading to mobility challenges for disabled prisoners.

siftrier Tt 1 Ser Tramaferat 7 Yo 3tk s smaers gl & srfaard sraemer gt
£, T R FHRAT #F gaa-fee 7 Fioars e 21
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e This lack of accessibility directly contradicts the statutory requirements under the

Persons with Disabilities Act.

Ig Giaem 1 AT e safFaat F 3fwr srffaae & qga uila s

Monitor says Syria security forces
‘executed’ 52 Alawites in Latakia

| GS Paper Il: est Asia REUTERS

A Syrian war monitor said security forces “executed” 52 members of
the Alawite minority in Latakia province, while the interior minsitry
referred to “individual violations”. Fierce clashes broke out on
Thursday in Latakia province, the heartland of the Alawite faith, an
offshoot of Shiite Islam to which the Assad clan belongs. Arp

@ Y “wrEr 4

HTIIH AT FT Sodad ¢ |

Monitor says Syria security
forces ‘executed’ 52
Alawites in Latakia

feRTet JEyT &7 grar: @i
Y G&T el A TerfFar & 52
3reTdt 9T Y “wrEY &

A Syrian war monitor reported
that security forces “executed”

52 members of the Alawite
minority in Latakia province.

WA & Feer A gareaT @
qarT 3 & qalt A e uid
A AT HETHETSH HAGTT F 52

e The Syrian interior ministry referred to these actions as “individual violations” rather

than an organized operation.

AT & I8 FAAAT 7 3T T3 1 “SATFANT Searaer” FN AT, o 6 Faried

IEpIE|

e Fierce clashes broke out on Thursday in Latakia province, the heartland of the

Alawite faith, an offshoot of Shiite Islam

, to which the Assad clan belongs.

AR HI TR gict # shyor o729 g8, S o sremdh Togera 1 &g 81 1oy Teer R
SEATH FT UF ATET g ¢ 3R 3rwe IRar st woqers & waw w@arg
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Alawites / 3reTéecH
o Alawites are an Arab ethnoreligious group primarily residing in the Levant region of
West Asia.

e They follow Alawism, a sect of Islam that emerged as a branch of Shia Islam during
the 9th century.

Historical Background / ¥fagTilie qeasyfar

« Origins / 3cafa: The Alawite faith was founded by Ibn Nusayr in the 9th century. He

was a disciple of the tenth Twelver Imam, Ali al-Hadi, and the eleventh Twelver
Imam, Hasan al-Askari. Due to this lineage, Alawites are also referred to as
Nusayris.

Beliefs and Practices / faear 3t gume

« Veneration of Ali / 3eft #Y qaIT: Alawites hold Ali ibn Abi Talib, the cousin and son-

in-law of Prophet Muhammad, in high esteem, considering him a manifestation of the
divine essence.

« Syncretic Elements / @ffead dea: Their religious practices incorporate aspects from
various beliefs, including Islamic, Christian, Gnostic, and Neoplatonic traditions.

Demographics / SITHITEIHY

o Syria/ ®RAT: Alawites constitute a significant portion of the Syrian population,
estimated between 2 to 3 million individuals.

e Turkey /F_Ijﬁ: Approximately 500,000 to 1 million Alawites reside in the Hatay
Province.

e Lebanon / A€4Te: The Alawite community in Lebanon numbers around 180,000
individuals.
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Philippines set to sigh agreement for troop deployment with

Canada

MANILA

Philippines set to sign agreement
for troop deployment with Canada

The Philippines and Canada have negotiated a deal for the
deployment of troops, Manila said on Friday. While the two parties
held talks, no timetable was given for the deal. Manila already has
similar pacts with the United States, Australia and Japan, against a
backdrop of China’s actions in the disputed South China Sea. AFp

el FaresT & ary A== dard gasta
9T gEA1ET FI & v R

The Philippines and Canada have
negotiated a deal for the deployment of
troops, as announced by Manila on Friday.

frelrdiar 3ilx Farer o AfRFT A darch F e
UF FHSANT W T Y g, TR Fweltem @ AR
S NRT fHam

. While the two parties held talks, no timetable
was given for the finalization of the deal.

it et 3 A arereher g8, T T Y 3ife & &
forT F1§ wagHaAT a7 ¢ Y 71

e Manila already has similar agreements with the United States, Australia, and
Japan, amid tensions over China’s actions in the disputed South China Sea.

AT F gger A & 3N, e 3 ST & 9y 56 v F gEEia € S o gf@yor
e FeR & e A afafdfRat F FRor 9o d9E F 7 FET T
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Trump writes to Iran’s top leader asking him to open nuclear
dialogue

€9 A $UA & Fated AdT H1 9F fAGHT WHATI] a1l YF A hY
3rdter Y

Trump writes to Iran’s top leader
asking him to open nuclear dialogue

‘Thope you are going to negotiate because if we have to go in militarily it's going to be a terrible thing for them; says the US.
President; we will not enter any direct talks with U.S. so long as they continue their maximum pressure policy, says Tehran

|GS Paper II: US-Iran |

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump said he
has written to Iran

pressing for talks on pre-
venting the development
of nuclear weapons, warn-
ing it faces possible mili-
tary action if not.

Iran’s Foreign Minister
said on Friday that the
country would not nego-
tiate so long as the United
States applies “maximum
pressure,” but he was not
responding directly to Mr.
Trump’s letter.

Mr. Trump’s outreach
marks a departure at least
in tone from the hardline
stance in the Republican

Bitter lesson: The JCPOA deal between the U.S. and Iran fell apart
after Donald Trump withdrew from it in 2018. AP

leader’s first term and
could cause a rift with
close ally Israel, which last
year carried out bombing
strikes inside Iran.

Mr. Trump said he

wrote a letter to Iran’s Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei telling him that
a negotiated solution “will
be a lot better for Iran.”

“I have written them a

letter, saying I hope you
are going to negotiate be-
cause if we have to go in
militarily it’s going to be a
terrible thing for them,”
Mr. Trump told Fox Busi-
ness in a clip broadcast on
Friday. “You can’t let them
have a nuclear weapon.”

A landmark 2015 deal
negotiated under former
President Barack Obama —
known as the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) — imposed curbs
on Iran’s nuclear program
in return for sanctions
relief.

It fell apart after Mr.
Trump withdrew the U.S.
from the agreement in
2018 in his first presiden-
tial term and reimposed

sweeping sanctions.

Iran has been cautious
about a return to diploma-
cy since the collapse of the
JCPOA.

Iran’s warnings

“We will not enter any di-
rect negotiations with the
U.S. so long as they conti-
nue their maximum pres-
sure policy and their
threats,” Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi
said on Friday.

Speaking on the side-
lines of an Organization of
Islamic Cooperation meet-
ing in Jeddah, Mr. Araghchi
also warned that Iran’s nu-
clear program “cannot be
destroyed through military
operations.”

U.S.
President
Donald
Trump said
he has
written to
I[ran urging
for talks on
preventing
nuclear
weapons

development, warning of possible military action if Iran refuses.

AR Tegufer skeres <o Fr & 37giar $0er Y 9= foam 8, frwst wwamy
FAIRY & AT &Y Vet F FAT FTahia FIA Y e Y 718 § 311 s7ap
T I VT FRAT§ FH Adra= & 71§ 71

Iran’s Foreign Minister stated on Friday that Iran will not negotiate as long as the
U.S. continues its “maximum pressure” policy.

$0T & feer 730t & YA o1 et o S aF AR Irveh “rfrwas qara” AHfa s
TQ, I« T & FIS ST 81 HI8|

Trump’s Shift in Approach
9 & TG A 95T

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

Page2 3



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

o
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

patriotic | YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
www.patrioticias.in CONTACT: 9971 932488

e Trump’s letter to Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei signals a shift in
tone from his previous hardline stance.

€9 T 9§l F Haled AT JATeds 3ol FTAAS HY AT 34T, fF0E 37 98 F FoR
9 H 9Cold HT Hohd [Addr gl

e The move could cause a rift with close ally Israel, which conducted airstrikes inside
Iran last year.

g HeH SUUSH & WY a1 YeT : Thar &, ST Ao are 0 & a1 gaqa v 9

e Trump said a negotiated solution would be “a lot better for Iran” than military action.

Y o gl fr oT FRATS @ 5T TE 8191 o T ATl & ATEAH & FATEA AFIe|

+ “If we have to go in militarily, it’'s going to be a terrible thing for them,” Trump told
Fox Business on Friday.

“IIN §A AT FATS FIA 92, A T§ 01 & FAT a5 @M, S0 A YHaAR Y Bl
CECEIERID

Background of U.S.-Iran Nuclear Talks

IANFT-ET 9T a1t 7 sfagra

e In 2015, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) was negotiated under
former President Barack Obama, imposing curbs on Iran’s nuclear program in
exchange for sanctions relief.

2015 #, 9 TegUf aXF NETAT & FIFIA H WIFd SI196 H Aretar (JCPOA)
wsﬁmgm,%mﬁéma%mugwwmmwmﬁmﬁ@m

e In 2018, Trump withdrew the U.S. from the JCPOA and reimposed sanctions,
leading to increased tensions.

2018 #, €U & IARST H JICPOA & aTe &X foram 3R vt & wfdeer sme, raw aama a8
T

o Since the JCPOA'’s collapse, Iran has been cautious about re-entering diplomatic
negotiations.

JCPOA F##la & geat & 91 &, §e fhT @ Freeifae aral F anfirer @1 1 ot was 8

Iran’s Response and Warnings

ST Y wfaferaT 3T Samas

e Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi stated that Iran will not enter direct talks
with the U.S. as long as their maximum pressure policy continues.

0T F faer #:l srearw 3RTEEY & FET F FA9 d@ 3ANFT Y 3w TH gaa Afa s
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TN, T dF ST YcgaT arar & anfder sigh gam|

e Speaking at an Organization of Islamic Cooperation meeting in Jeddah, Araghchi
warned that Iran’s nuclear program “cannot be destroyed through military
operations”.

SIegT # FEATAS AT HIS HY o H el §, IRTE o AcATaeAr &) & &et 1
THATY] FIEFHH “He AR & AreTH § rve 71 famar o gawar|

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
YT SIS F1A AYsrelt (JCPOA)

e The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), commonly known as the Iran
nuclear deal, is an agreement aimed at limiting Iran's nuclear program in exchange
for the lifting of economic sanctions.

o  HIFA SATYF F1 AT (JCPOA), Tl AR TR E0T IATI] FASIAT & & # STl
ST §, 3T 3662 $eT oh TATY] Shrdishd T WA el 8, Teol H e gfdeet S
geTaT|

Background and Negotiations

e Formal negotiations began with the adoption of the Joint Plan of Action in November
2013, an interim agreement between Iran and the P5+1 countries (China, France,
Russia, the UK, the US, plus Germany) along with the European Union.

o HTaTR AT FAdaR 2013 H FYFd HrE AISTAT T A & T YE &S, 5§07 AR
P5+1 SRIT (2T, I, §H, e, JUH, Told ST3e1T) 3R JUAT §E & & Teh 3{caARA
SEEICIU

o After 20 months of negotiations, the JCPOA was finalized in Vienna on 14 July 2015.
e 20 AL HT AT & qTE, ICPOA T 14 Felt$ 2015 ot fagam 3 sifaer v fam aram|

Key Provisions of the JCPOA
JCPOA & HE&Y yrayT

e Uranium Enrichment: Iran agreed to limit its uranium enrichment to 3.67% and
reduce its stockpile of enriched uranium.

o AT Fad: U A 39 PIATH G HY 3.67% T AAT e 3N
HafiATA & HER &l i e W AgATT hard H |
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Centrifuges: The number of centrifuges was reduced, limiting Iran's capacity to enrich
uranium.

YT UL BT T ol T 378, A $X1eT 1 AT FadieT aTAT WA g3 |

Inspections: The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) was granted access to
monitor and verify Iran's compliance.

fordraror: RIS TRAT] aft Tl (IAEA) Y 31T &1 31eTarelet & faRelt 31K Teardst
& AT uge gere i 1|

Implementation and Challenges

The agreement took effect on 20 January 2016.

Ig gHSIEr 20 SFTad) 2016 afrl;raqﬁrgam

In May 2018, the United States withdrew from the JCPOA and reinstated sanctions on
Iran under the "maximum pressure" policy.

HE 2018 &, HYoFd T IJARHT o JICPOA ¥ geah STl W "IfUhcI# ealta” Ay &
ded gfaser iy & &g fhu|

In response, Iran began breaching certain limits set by the agreement, including
exceeding uranium enrichment levels.

STaTd #, ST & FASIA @R [R5 WA H7 Secrte wia I« fhar, S
QUATH HIET T T IR AT A &

Recent Developments

gl & Ao

As of March 2025, diplomatic efforts are ongoing to revive the JCPOA.

AT 2025 deh, JCPOA FY Gefotifad Fiet o ferT hestifash s Sy g
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¢ Russia has offered to mediate between the United States and Iran to resolve tensions
related to Iran's nuclear program.

T o e & ILATY] SRIHH & T AT Y §ol el o TolT HYeF T ARG 3R
30T o ST HACITYAT T IR FT &

The IAEA continues to monitor Iran's nuclear activities and has reported that Iran is
enriching uranium beyond the levels necessary for civilian purposes.

o IAEA $T 1 SRATT aTfafafert it FAeRTeT STRY W gU & AR 38 Sarn & & 0
AT 3662l o ToIT 3Taedeh TR @ T ZAIH T Haelel T T8

(GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)

1.Teach MBBS, engineering in Tamil, Shah tells Stalin
AT g A Terfad & vAdided, sShfaaRer i afda & geet &1

3marg ferar
2.Now, CPCB tells green tribunal Maha Kumbh water fit for
bathing

34, CPCB o ¥fieT fesagster Y I i3 HETHT F1 UTell ToATeT AT &

3.Diversify now: India needs to expand its trading base to
overcome global headwinds

fafaefienor smaea: R #1 ARgw nfds galfaat @ e &
foT 319a AT TR &1 RTAR Fa1 91fge

Teach MBBS, engineering in Tamil, Shah tells Stalin
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AT A8 7 TerfaT @ tALETH, SHfAINer & afda J ge= &1

3MTIE TohaT
Teach MBBS, engineering
in Tamll Shah tells Stalin

[GS Paper llI: IS

B. Kolappan
THAKKOLAM

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday urged Ta-
mil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin to impart medi-
cal and engineering educa-
tion in Tamil.

Addressing the 56th
CISF Raising Day at the
newly named Rajaditya
Cholan Recruits Training
Centre (RTC) here in Rani-
pet district of Tamil Nadu,
Mr. Shah said various
States had offered courses
in their regional language.

The Minister’s sugges-
tion comes amid Mr. Sta-
lin’s allegation that the Un-
ion government was trying

Amit Shah

to impose Hindi on the
southern States through
the National Education
Policy.

The Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister too should take
steps to teach medical and
technical courses in Tamil.
“It will benefit Tamil medi-
um students along with
strengthening Tamil as a

mother tongue,” he said.

Incidentally, Tamil Na-
du had introduced Tamil
medium BE/BTech courses
in 2010 under the Karuna-
nidhi government.

Words of praise

Praising Tamil Nadu, Mr.
Shah said whether it was
“administrative reforms,
achieving spiritual heights,
setting educational stan-
dards, or promoting the
message of unity and inte-
grity of the country”, the
State had greatly streng-
thened Indian culture in
every field.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Friday
urged Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin to introduce
medical and
engineering education
in Tamil.

¥ 75 7o 3rfAe
3 YHAN F AAAg F
HETHAN TA.F. Fefes &
Af3Fer 3R sSAfAIReT
faret affrer & & A &1
3mare foral

e Speaking at the 56th CISF

Raising Day at the Rajaditya Cholan Recruits Training Centre (RTC) in Ranipet
district, Tamil Nadu, he emphasized that several States had introduced courses in
their regional languages.

afeTg & Teine e F Ry wenfee aterer Regea ¢fdfer dex (RTC) # 563 CISF
FATYT fea® FARNE A Slerd] §U, Seeie) 9 o ¢ Tsal F 3o e smmait 7
UTSTFHH YT T B

e The suggestion comes amid M.K. Stalin’s allegations that the Union government is
trying to impose Hindi on southern States through the National Education Policy

(NEP).

TE GG VA FAY AT § 9 TA.F. Ferfae o $g TR R s Ruam Afa (NeP) &
ATEAA F iAol Toar 9 f{E gaa &1 3R seman g
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e Mr. Shah urged the Tamil Nadu government to take steps to introduce medical and
technical courses in Tamil, stating that it would benefit Tamil-medium students and
strengthen Tamil as a mother tongue.

5t amg ¥ affeTs TR ¥ 3mrE TR B a5 Aftwa sk awd areaw afte § we
#Y STEUT FX, T ST Affer ATCAA & ST F1 A1 Rk 3T AfFer #1191 F AT
iLepil

e Incidentally, Tamil Nadu had introduced Tamil-medium BE/BTech courses in 2010
under the Karunanidhi government.

HaaTaer, affreeg # 2010 # FFonfafer wER & SR affye Aredw & BE/BTech
TSTHA YT T aTT |

Words of Praise for Tamil Nadu

AfArereITg Y TR

e Amit Shah praised Tamil Nadu, saying that the State has played a significant role in
administrative reforms, spiritual achievements, setting educational standards, and
promoting national unity.

AT oTE A ATATATS HY YA A, T€ Fgd §U o T A yerrafas uwi, smeanfons
3qateeral, e AT F TAIRT TR 3R TG THAT FY FQTET & F Hgcaqor AT
fovamé 1

e He acknowledged that Tamil Nadu has greatly contributed to strengthening Indian
culture in multiple fields.

3giel Ig o Teh o foh affierarg @ sl wepfar 1 Rl &t & #orqg Fa &
Hecaqor Arer AT

Central Industrial Security Force (CISF)

Fdra st FRaT ae (CISF)

o The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) is a central armed police force in
India under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

o FArT e fAF GRaT ae (CISF) HRA A 7[5 HATerT & 37elieT Ueh Fary qET gford
EEk

Establishment and Evolution

T 3R R
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o Established on 10 March 1969 with an initial strength of 2,800 personnel, CISF
was created to provide integrated security cover to public sector undertakings
(PSUs).

o 10 ATY 1969 F TARG, CISF &I TRfFF T&AT 2,800 HiAAT v ot iR s
AT eieh &1 & 3UshA! (PSUs) T AT FI&T eTel el & ToT SeTrar 137 27|

e The CISF Act was enacted in 1968, and the force was subsequently authorized
by another Act of Parliament passed on 15 June 1983, which transformed it into an
armed force of the Union.

o CISF arfarferasr 1968 # rfarfaafae fram aram am, 3R 9o &1 &g & 15 57 1983 &t
TECE caRT ITRd Ueh 3y JITATIH Sarr 3if&epd fham arar, fSde 58 §e &l Th
TRE Tl FT feaT|

Roles and Responsibilities

o CISF provides security to critical infrastructure installations such as nuclear
installations, space establishments, airports, seaports, power plants, and sensitive
government buildings.

« CISF Hgcaqof A1) g yfasaral sl SRAT] Tfdsersi, 3dRer d&umEt, gars
37g3t, HCT deTanel, foeTell HAHT 3R FdeTNeT AT $7awi hl FI&T YeTel Tl &
e« The force also offers consultancy services to private industries and other

organizations within the Indian government, including security and fire protection
consulting.

o g Al 3g 3R AR WRFR & 3T HrcH1 HY WH FI¢ 7 9gT= FaT ¢,
Toae geeT 3R 317 geaT ey enfae &

Fire Wing

33T Q@

o CISF has a dedicated Fire Wing responsible for fire protection and firefighting
services in industries where it is deployed.

o CISF Frvs gaAfda s aman 8, S 3o S & 3113s gt AR rfTererae dansit
& fort TFACR ¢ T8l 38 deltd fondT IR 2

Recent Developments

T & AT
e As of May 2024, CISF took over the security of the Parliament complex, deploying
its specialized units for enhanced protection.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page3o

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

« W& 2024 aF, CISF o HHe TREX hl FI&TT T SRR FHTT, el F&T o ToIw
39T AT SHSTT Y T fham|

Now, CPCB tells green tribunal Maha Kumbh water fit for

bathing

34, CPCB o ¥fiet fesgster Y IaTAT i3 HETHsT F1 UTell TATeT AT &

. The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) informed the

Now, CPCB tells green
tribunal Maha Kumbh
water fit for bathing

GS Paper llI:
Pollution

NEW DELHI

The Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB) has in-
formed the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) that the wa-
ter at the Sangam during
the Maha Kumbh in Praya-
graj was fit for bathing after
taking the “median” value
of faecal coliform (mi-
crobes from human and
animal excreta) at the con-
fluence into consideration.
This is in contrast to its
statement last month,
which deemed the water
quality unfit due to high le-
vels of faecal coliform.
Data on the CPCB web-
site, however, show that
faecal coliform levels ex-
ceeded the “desired” and
“maximum permissible”
levels on multiple days
during the Maha Kumbh.

In a report dated Febru-
ary 28 and uploaded on
the NGT’s website on
March 7, the CPCB stated
that statistical analysis re-
vealed median values of
pH, dissolved oxygen, bio-
chemical oxygen demand,
and faecal coliform at va-
rious ghats were “within
the criteria/permissible li-
mits for bathing water”.

According to the report,
the CPCB considered the
“median value” of 1700
MPN/100 ml for faecal coli-
form from January 12 to Fe-
bruary 22, which is below
the maximum permissible
level of 2500 MPN/100 ml,
but exceeds the desired le-
vel of 500 MPN/100 ml.

“These values reflect
water quality parameters
at the exact time and place
from where these samples
were collected,” it stated.

National Green Tribunal (NGT) that the
water at Sangam in Prayagraj during
the Maha Kumbh was fit for bathing,
based on the “median” value of faecal
coliform.

FAT Ygwor faz=or 15 (CPCB) & WS
g AHTAFHIOT (NGT) I g fham &

YATRIST 7 WIH HT ITell AFTH F SRTeT
AT AT AT, Y fF Frehel HITwre (AT
Sfraror) & “ATfeIRr” AT 9 e 4Tl

«This contradicts CPCB’s statement last month,
which had deemed the water unfit due to high
levels of faecal coliform.

Ig Roa 7 & CPCB & a9me & fawdia 3, fowad
qTell Y Al A1) Y ITT AET F FROT AT ¥
T aram )

Data Shows Variability in Water
Quality
3T & el I[UTael # agaTd &1 @

eData on the CPCB website revealed that faecal
coliform levels exceeded both the "desired" and
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"maximum permissible” limits on multiple days during the Maha Kumbh.

CPCB A9HTST % 32T { YT TolT foh AGTHI & aR1eT 8 fail o Preved FIeliiar HT FaX
"gifgd” 3R wwaH ThER WA I srfas o

e Inareport dated February 28, uploaded on the NGT website on March 7, the CPCB
stated that statistical analysis showed that pH, dissolved oxygen, biochemical
oxygen demand, and faecal coliform levels at various ghats were within
permissible limits for bathing water.

28 wIadl H RUIE, W 7 AT F NGT $r Jqq1sC W 39S fFAT 31341, H CPCB A gl T
faffest arel @ pH, gfaa sifediee, ST Tarafas sitetsre AT 3T e FrefiwEr &
TR FAT A 9t & forw Tl War & afiaw 9

Faecal Coliform Levels During Maha Kumbh

HETH & SRIT Braved FrelBle T Fl

e The CPCB considered the “median value” of 1700 MPN/100 ml for faecal coliform
from January 12 to February 22, which is below the maximum permissible level of
2500 MPN/100 ml but exceeds the desired level of 500 MPN/100 ml.

CPCB & 12 Faa ¥ 22 BIG deh Hlehol ShIeBIH T “HATFCTHRT AT 1700 MPN/100 ml
AT, S T 3rftramasr Figra HAT 2500 MPN/100 m| & F3 8, dfshet aifdv o 500
MPN/100 m| & 3rf0+ &1

e The report stated that these values reflect water quality at the exact time and place
from where the samples were collected.

RaTE # agr 711 7o A AT 37 T 3R T F g §, FET § A TR T AT
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GS Paper Il PMI_|

[ ]
Diversify now
India needs to expand its trading base
to overcome global headwinds
F ebruary’s sharp rise in the monthly servic-

es Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI), to

59, has provided a welcome relief to inves-
tors and policymakers, following the rise in GDP
growth numbers, released by the National Statis-
tical Office (NSO) for the December quarter of the
current fiscal (Q3FY25). The strong rebound in
the services PMI, up from 56.5 in January, which
marked a 25-month low, helped offset the decline
in the manufacturing PMI, which fell to a 14-
month low of 56.3 in February. A PMI reading
above 50 signals expansion, while anything be-
low this indicates contraction. The PMI survey,
conducted every month by S&P Global across ov-
er 40 countries, is a key indicator of economic
momentum. The fact that manufacturing and
services — sectors that have accounted for about
80% of India’s GDP since 2010 — remain in expan-
sion mode is positive. This resilience persists des-
pite capital outflows from Indian markets, sug-
gesting that the country’s economic
fundamentals remain strong. A more telling indi-
cator of long-term economic strength is the quar-
terly earnings of the Sensex, India’s benchmark
index comprising 30 of the most valued and ac-
tively traded companies on the Bombay Stock Ex-
change (BSE). The Q3FY25 results point to solid
net profit growth for nearly all firms.

However, looming economic risks remain. The
threat of reciprocal tariffs announced by United
States President Donald Trump, and set to take
effect on April 2, poses a challenge for the manu-
facturing sector. Meanwhile, the services sector
is facing a different disruption: the rapid pivot to
artificial intelligence (AI)-driven solutions. While
the NSO reported 6.2% real GDP growth for
Q3FY25, top executives from India’s leading IT
firms have, at an industry event in Mumbai, cau-
tioned that growth in the sector could be as low
as 5.1% in FY25, up from 3.8% in FY24. Although
this may seem concerning for an industry that
has enjoyed a 16% compounded annual growth
rate for nearly 25 years, it still represents an in-
crease of $29 billion, bringing the sector’s expect-
ed value to $283 billion in FY25. In its 2025 Stra-
tegic Review report, NASSCOM has identified
geopolitical upheavals and rising tariffs as key
challenges. But business leaders at the event at-
tributed much of the slowdown to the disruptive
impact of Al, which is reducing earnings from
new contracts and reshaping hiring and training
practices. India’s services and manufacturing
sectors face a triple challenge: rapid technologi-
cal transformation, increasing global protection-
ism, and the potential for a U.S. recession. This
could have significant repercussions for India, gi-
ven that the U.S. remains its largest trading partn-
er. To navigate these headwinds, India must ur-
gently diversify its trading base.

Diversify now: India needs to expand its
trading base to overcome global
headwinds

fAfefieIor 3maegs: ARa F ARTH =
aAlfadl @ fAgea & faw 3 s 3mar
$T [ATAR HIAT TF1fgT

February’s sharp rise in the monthly services
Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) to 59 provided
relief to investors and policymakers, following
the rise in GDP growth numbers for Q3FY25.

WA A TaT & F AT IR A99d 3¢9
(PMI) # AT q&f&r (59 T Tgaan) fraerhi 3 =hfa-
fAATaTT & fore Wga A+ 31, S Q3FY25 A GDP
JEf & FsT F a1g WA S|

e The services PMI rebounded from 56.5 in January, which was
a 25-month low, helping to offset the decline in the
manufacturing PMI, which fell to a 14-month low of 56.3 in
February.

Jar 8T T PMI ST=Tadl H 56.5 @ I BIad & 59 & 4T, 5 25
HEAT T 7T T AT| SHY IcuTee &1 & PMI 7 311§ Prae
saméga’rmﬁﬁsa.s d% IR 13 (14 7R 1 7goTad W) |

o A PMI above 50 signals expansion, while a PMI below 50
indicates contraction.

50 ¥ T T PMI Jefer ZRITaT 8, STafh 50 & F HT PM| HFaT Y
&Rt ¢

 India’s manufacturing and services sectors, which account for
about 80% of GDP since 2010, remain in expansion mode,
showing strong economic fundamentals despite capital
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outflows.

AT &1 frAToT 31X Aar &7, S 2010 T GDP T AMHT 80% ANINETT &1 &, fFEarR Y
mﬁﬁmgm%,mﬁwmﬁm%%@mﬁmaxwmaﬁ
anfie dfta Ferqe = gE &1

e The Q3FY25 earnings report of the Sensex, which represents 30 of the most valued

companies on the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE), shows strong net profit growth
across nearly all firms.

Q3FY25 # Wdww it 37 RAE, ST BSE #¥ 30 9@ Fufarai &1 wfafaftes el &,
rarerar et Faferat F qreer amey F Aoy gefar R 7

Looming Economic Risks

mFrNf@ATeRE

e U.S. President Donald Trump’s proposed reciprocal tariffs, set to take effect on
April 2, pose a challenge for India's manufacturing sector.

AR Tgufy STes €U g@RT YFaTiad IREIRS e, S 2 3rdter F APy @ arer §,
HRE & AT 81 & e v a2 goteh oo 7t

e The services sector is facing disruption due to the rapid shift towards Al-driven
solutions.

{91 &F F 1T 37 W@ §, FifE Tg Jeht ¥ Al-3menRa gAY Y 30T 93 @I

e While India’s real GDP growth for Q3FY25 was reported at 6.2%, industry experts
caution that growth in the IT sector could be as low as 5.1% in FY25, up from 3.8%
in FY24.

Q3FY25 & faT 8/ Y arFdfas® GDP gefer 6.2% &Y, olfchel 3T fAATAT o AcATaeit &Y
fo FY25 3 IT &7 #Y gef Faer 5.1% aF 81 Fahall 8, ST FY24 7 3.8% Y|

o Despite this slowdown, the IT sector is still expected to grow by $29 billion, reaching a
total value of $283 billion in FY25.

S8 HY & SraS[E, IT & # $29 fafarer i gefer i 33+iig ¢, orad Fy25 F gwar e
A $283 faforae g e

e NASSCOM'’s 2025 Strategic Review report identifies geopolitical upheavals and
rising tariffs as major challenges for the sector.

NASSCOM #r 2025 F Torahifars wafter R 7 sf-wrarehifas sue-gue 3 aga el
Y &1 o ToIT v et & &0 7 s foar aran g

e Business leaders state that Al is disrupting earnings from new contracts and
reshaping hiring and training practices.
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3T ST & AATHT &7 Fgetl § o Al AT Jrefaeil & S aTel FATS F Tonfaa T W@ e
3T arclt 3ty wiRrator wishamait & ager @I

Key Challenges for India’s Economy

R 1 rdfegavar & fov worw gatfaar

¢ India’s services and manufacturing sectors face three major challenges:

R & Qe 3R fAsfor &t e v gt Frama R @ §

o Rapid technological transformation (Al integration)
ASit A §Y TET dhei Il IGATT (Al FHT ThIHIOT)

o Increasing global protectionism (rising tariffs, trade restrictions)
3R wYaToTaTE 7 FEfAr (S5 Yo, SR wfae)

o Therisk of a U.S. recession
AR A Ay Y 3merET

e These challenges are significant because the U.S. remains India’s largest trading
partner.

& geAlfrar gafav off 780X § i1 IARHT 9 T Fa @ 737 AR sefieR 2

e To mitigate these risks, India must urgently diversify its trading base and reduce
dependence on a single market.

o1 STFAT P HH FA & AT, HRT T 39 AR R # fafaerar o i 3ik e
& IR W AT FA HLAT gt

Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI)

g A 37 (PMI)

o Definition: The Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) is an economic indicator derived
from monthly surveys of private sector companies. It reflects the prevailing direction of
economic trends in the manufacturing and services sectors.

o TRETST: TR ASSE 390 (PMI) Teh 31TYes gaehiah & ST f¥si &1 hr hufarat &
A1 gdeTott & ured 81T § | I8 fAfeaTor iR Jar &3 7 3 T3t hr adanT e
I 2T &

Key Features of PMI

PMI %Y yo7@ fadtware
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e Scale: The PMI is measured on a scale from 0 to 100. A PMI above 50 indicates
expansion in the sector, while a PMI below 50 signifies contraction.

o T PMI I 0 & 100 & AT 9T ATIT ST &1 50 & F9T &l PMI TR &1 gafar g,
STafeh 50 & w2 T PMI HepeiaT 1 ST el ¢ |

e Components: The PMI consists of several sub-indices, including:

gew: PMI &S 39-Haswhieht ¥ fAee 911 giar 8, faa1e eanfier &
o New Orders: Measures the level of new orders received.
o T HTET: YTcd 7T 3HTERT & T bl ATIAT &

o Production: Assesses the production levels.

o 3TGe: 3cUTcsl TR &l Hediehad Il &

o Employment: Evaluates employment trends.

o VSR AR YT &7 FHediehst HIeT &

o Supplier Deliveries: Monitors the speed of supplier deliveries.
o qfelaat e Jmfeiae fciady $r arfy 1 T Far ¥

o Inventory Levels: Tracks the levels of inventories.
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o Bede) T Sedcd) & TR i &b HLAT 8

Importance of PMI

PMI &l Agcd

e Economic Indicator: PMI is a leading indicator of economic health, providing insights
into business conditions and economic trends.

o 3fdw g PMI 3T FarE &1 Teh 310l e &, St caraariis aREufaa 3
TR SSTTeAT T AT Y ST B

o Decision-Making Tool: Policymakers and investors use PMI data to make informed
decisions regarding monetary policies and investment strategies.

o AT A9 F1 3FHIOT: NS FATT 3R e #ifgs gt 31k Faer ot & geer
F gfad o o & fow PMI SeT &7 393197 1 ¢

Recent Trends in India's PMI

AR & PMI & g1fer=T s

e Manufacturing Sector: In recent months, India's manufacturing PMI has shown
fluctuations, reflecting changing demand and supply conditions. A PMI above 50 has
indicated steady growth in the sector, while a decline below 50 has signaled
contraction.

o Rfa=Tor 8t grer & AT A, 3R & faferAtor Pmi v 3T gl dr Reafaat &
3R 3AR-GGTT &' 6T &1 50 & FU & PM| 38 &1 ¥ AT 5 far &1 a2l §, Siafeh
50 & &1 T PMI et &7 Hahel STl 1
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e Services Sector: The services PMI has remained strong due to robust demand and a
positive business outlook. The sector has contributed significantly to employment
generation and economic expansion.

o WA AT JAT PMI FSTT AT 3R THRIcHS SATGHIIh € fSChIVT 3 HROT [EUR F=AT g37
&1 g 87 AR Goret 3R 317 TATAR 7 Agea (ol Arer & TeT &
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1{GS Paper lll: Disaster Management | —
]

Himalayan tragedy
Impact of natural disasters, which are
not very predictable, can be controlled

E arlier this week, Indian Army and Indo-Ti-

betan Border Police teams rescued 23
workers who were stuck in a rubble of
snow and ice, following an avalanche at Mana vil-
lage, Uttarakhand. Eight workers died in the dis-
aster, which occurred at a Border Roads Organi-
sation construction site that had housed 54
labourers in eight containers. To say that the res-
cue operation was arduous would be an under-
statement. The rescue teams worked in a near-
continuous 60-hour shift amidst heavy snowfall
at an elevation of 10,500 feet above mean sea le-
vel. With the roads blocked by the snow, helicop-
ters were used to evacuate those rescued to the
Joshimath Army Hospital — five helicopters from
the Indian Army, two from the Indian Air Force
and one civilian copter. Along with the sheer
physical effort expended in the extraction, the
rescue operation employed a drone-based detec-
tion system to detect the containers that were bu-
ried under several feet of snow, ice and rock.
Avalanches in the Himalayan States, like the
one in Mana, which is among the last outposts in
Indian territory and close to the border with Chi-
na, are not uncommon. Villagers here have his-
torically been ‘winter-migrants’, which means
that during the winter months the village is de-
serted. Coinciding with the ritual closing of the
Badrinath temple in November, there is migra-
tion to villages lower down, such as Gopeshwar
and Jyotirmath, for the winter, with residents re-
turning only when the temple reopens in April or
May. This is part of traditional wisdom and has a
lot to do with the historical experience of the up-
per Himalayan stretches being prone to disasters.
While these practices may have saved the resi-
dent villagers, it still raises the question as to
whether the workers — several of them migrants
— were adequately aware of the risks of their en-
terprise. Given the strategic location of the village
and the need to develop improved roads for civi-
lian and military access, there will always be a
sizeable number of people engaged in activity in
regions that are inherently inhospitable and risk-
prone. Once disaster strikes, efforts focus on the
rescue operation, and once they conclude, there
is little reflection on whether preventive mea-
sures could have been taken. Avalanches cannot
be predicted with precision, but steps can be ta-
ken to design containers that are safer to live in
and can improve the odds of survival. There is
much to learn from the way bomb shelters are
imagined or how research stations at Antarctica
are designed. All of this requires a greater sensi-
tivity to workers who toil amidst hazards and not
merely label these tragedies as inevitable conse-
quences of natural disasters.

Himalayan Tragedy

feATerelt )

Earlier this week, Indian Army and Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP) teams rescued 23 workers
who were trapped under snow and ice after an
avalanche in Mana village, Uttarakhand.

S CATE T YT A, HRAT a1 3R sRa-feovsaa
Har gferw (ITBP) #Y &t & 3evr@s & A o1
feHTEdd & a1g 9% 3T i 7T #F vR 23

HoTGI! Y T

. Eight workers died in the disaster, which occurred at a
Border Roads Organisation (BRO) construction site that
housed 54 labourers in eight containers.

$H IATYST 7 1S ASIGU $1 Al &Y 715, S AT W+ HaraT (BRO)
& FHIOT FU W g3, STET 54 FSIGY 316 HeaRl & T W &

. The rescue operation lasted for nearly 60 hours under
heavy snowfall at an altitude of 10,500 feet above sea level.

AT ATAATST ST 60 §E T g1, FTs Y fFourd & i
10,500 Hre Y Fa1$ 9T g H1 har a4

. Blocked roads due to snow made helicopter evacuation
necessary. Five helicopters from the Indian Army, two from
the Indian Air Force, and one civilian helicopter were used to
transport rescued workers to Joshimath Army Hospital.

THARY & FROT WS HTSQY 81 & Felipiced] ganT e
Jferard g 18| HRAT W11 & 9w, HREAT Ay ¥ & QY R v
ATTRS Fellpicex & ATETH F SArefiAs J=T 3TqdTe & §9T0 7T
STITE ST of ST 1T |
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e Adrone-based detection system was used to locate buried containers under several
feet of snow, ice, and rock.

SNT-3TUTR WS JUITelY T 3TANT Fh HE B 9%, FAEs 31T ggeEt & T g Fear)
T I ST3TTAT 17|

Frequent Avalanches in the Himalayas

RATIT & IR-IR 8l a1 RATEerT

e Avalanches in Himalayan states, like the one in Mana village, are not uncommon.

mm#m,éﬁ%mmﬁgmmm,maﬁ%

e Manavillage, near the India-China border, is one of the last outposts of Indian
territory.

AT 3T7E, 1Y ARA-<AeT AT F o e 3, e & iy sifaer Sl A o B

o Villagers traditionally migrate to lower altitude areas such as Gopeshwar and
Jyotirmath during winters, returning only when the Badrinath temple reopens in April
or May.

T F Aar) T uRerT &9 § a3t & e ardeay it saifatss s e aE F T
Fra § 3R aieryr ARR F st a1 71§ A gord W aw dtea §

Were Workers Aware of the Risks?

FIT AT Y SANEH FT a1 41?

o Traditional winter migration may have saved the local villagers, but it raises
concerns about whether the migrant workers were adequately informed about the
risks.

GRIETT i dHTel e TaTHe o T ATHI0I T T=1=T 81 FohdT &, Jfhed 389 Ig FareT
35T ¢ o &7 YA Ferell Y 3o7 NTEAT Fr gAiea Ay & 78 ot

e Given the strategic location of Mana village, road construction for military and
civilian access will always require a significant workforce in this high-risk region.

mmﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬁmg,ﬂmsﬁtmma;mmﬁmﬁw%
forT gaem Y T&aT F AAFT Y 3raegwdr gef, S AT 9Y 8T & F1T HLA|

Need for Preventive Measures

NFATH 39T Y 3T THdT

e Once adisaster occurs, focus shifts to rescue operations, but little attention is given
to preventive measures after the immediate crisis is over.
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VFATH 39T T FH £ITT AT 51 B

e Avalanches cannot be precisely predicted, but safety improvements in workers'
shelters can increase survival chances.

Rorraes F1 78F T § qEgfaa Tt fRam S qhar, Afhet Aaqy & o Y sqawdr
# GI&T U FI& 37 qoe Y GHIGATIHT Y TGHIT T Fhell ¢ |

e Lessons can be learned from bomb shelter designs or Antarctic research stations,
where structures are built to withstand extreme conditions.

T doeT FBomgal A1 sierhieT & srTHer Hal & aw T S " §, et dvaest
T R F71 9 Fa & Qe Berss R Sar

Greater Sensitivity Towards Workers

Horgyl & gl 31Tl wageTefierdar i sraeashar

e Thereis a need for better awareness and infrastructure to protect workers engaged
in high-risk environments.

3oq A qret A 7 F17 FIA a1 FASIGY Y FI&T & AT dgaw Ferewar 3 g
I Y JTaRAFT B

¢ Instead of labeling such tragedies as inevitable natural disasters, authorities must
focus on proactive measures to reduce risk.

oY AT Y AT IR et H1 AR R F T, TG F SHH F7 F
& forw wfera e 3o Tifgw|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1.Inclusion in Public Spaces — From Fear to Freedom
ATdST el TATT H FATAA — 3T F HTSATEY HY 31T

2.An Equitable Future for Women in Science, in India
HRA A faaa & Aafgansit & fow e A sfasy

3. A party, a street fight, and the death of a boy

TS UTEl, T G3F 319157, 3R v o5& AT AT
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Inclusion in public spaces — from fear to freedom

ndia is often considered to be one of the

most unsafe countries for women, a reality

that demands urgent and deliberate

change. India was ranked 128 among 177
countries rated in Women, Peace and Security
Index 2023. While deeply entrenched patriarchal
norms that lead to violence cannot be dismantled
overnight, meaningful progress can be made by
challenging the everyday barriers that women
face. On International Women’s Day today, it is
crucial to reflect on a fundamental but an
often-ignored issue — the accessibility of public
spaces for women.

While the topic is deeply studied and
researched in the academic world, very little has
changed practically. For instance, how many
women do we see on roads when compared to
men at any given point of time? Which are the
spaces where they are more visible? And which
are the areas which they completely avoid? How
freely can women walk on the streets? Or do
women consciously regulate their body language
to conform to the male gaze?

Gendered spatial control

It is important to understand them because
public spaces serve as arenas where
socio-economic life thrives and evolves through
mutual interactions and collective experiences,
shaping community identities and social
dynamics. It is where people cultivate political
identities, build livelihoods, and actively engage
in community life. By enthusiastically
participating in the everyday nuances of public
spaces, individuals get more integrated into
societal processes. Moreover, a key indicator of a
place’s safety is the presence of women freely
choosing to relax and enjoy themselves there.

What impacts women’s mobilities? Studies
indicate that public spaces are both gendered and
political where a majority of women are mostly
confined to the private and domestic sphere. This
gendered spatial control takes place in many
ways. According to National Family Health
Survey-4 (NFHS-4) data (2015-16), 54% of Indian
women had the freedom to visit markets alone,
while 50% could access health-care facilities
independently, and 48% were permitted to travel
outside their village or community
unaccompanied.

Also, the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS)
for 2023-24 indicates that the Labour Force
Participation Rate (LFPR) for women is 35.6%.
Even though it has risen significantly over the
years, unfortunately, this highlights that more

Aswathy
Chandragiri

is a research scholar
at BITS Pilani,
Rajasthan

Public spaces,
which are
arenas where
socio-economic
life thrives,
need to be
reshaped where
women feel
safe and
welcome

than half the female population remains outside
the workforce. Therefore, while a majority of
women are confined to private spaces, there is a
rising number of women who are using public
spaces.

However, for working women, public spaces
primarily serve as transitional zones, facilitating
their commute between home and workplace.
These spaces are rarely utilised for leisure or
recreation. Consequently, women’s engagement
with public spaces is purpose-driven and
time-bound, reinforcing spatial restrictions that
limit their presence to functional necessities
rather than unrestricted social participation.

A space is truly safe and inclusive when
women can navigate it freely and without
hesitation. As argued in “Why Loiter?’ (Phadke,
Ranade, Khan, 2011), reclaiming
public spaces is not just about
necessity but also about leisure and
uninhibited presence. When women
can move without a purpose,
without urgency, without having to
conform to the male gaze, they
assert their right to belong,
transforming public spaces into
shared, equitable environments. Simply put,
women should be able to just exist in public
spaces.

The issue of safety

During such instances, the issue of women’s
safety becomes a pressing concern. However, it is
crucial to acknowledge that violence against
women is not confined to public spaces as many
face threats even within their homes which is
considered to be a comparatively safer space. In
open spaces, the risk of gendered violence from
multiple strangers is high. This has reinforced the
belief that women need protection, ultimately
restricting their autonomy. As a result, women
are largely found in curated spaces such as malls,
theatres, and cafes, where the likelihood of
violence is perceived to be lower. But what about
women on footpaths, bus stations, or narrow
streets — just a group of girls sitting around and
having fun?

Street amusement where women are the
participants is not a normal sight. Everyday
public spaces — those that men navigate freely —
continue to be unwelcoming to women. The fact
that women cannot simply exist in these spaces
without discomfort or fear raises a critical
question. What is fundamentally flawed in the
design of public spaces that prevents women

ACCELERATE
At the policy level, the government
ACTION FOR can drive change by reimagining
G EN D E R public space planning and design.
EQU ALITY This includes improving street

from fully claiming and navigating them as their
own? It is here that the community and the
government can be great enablers. As a society,
we must acknowledge and accept the fact that
public spaces offer a sense of freedom. Yet, this
very freedom often translates to a loss of control
for families over women’s mobility. Risk is
inevitable but avoiding public spaces is not the
solution. Men are subjected to street violence as
well, even though their nature of vulnerability is
different from that of women. Women need to
reclaim these spaces with the same ease as men,
fostering autonomy rather than restriction. For
this, women should have more conversations
about this problem, take out time to go around
and ‘hang out” and have fun in public spaces.
Normalising a woman’s use of public space for
leisure can contribute to this shift.

Policy level changes

lighting, ensuring safe and

accessible public toilets, installing
street furniture such as benches, and creating
more recreational spaces tailored for women.
Another critical area requiring government
intervention is strengthening public safety
through stringent laws and their effective
enforcement to address crimes against women in
public spaces. How many men are actually
punished for gender-based violence in public
spaces? How many secure bail, only to repeat
their crimes? The low conviction rate remains a
glaring issue that must be addressed. Even today,
‘women are often blamed for being in the “wrong
place at the wrong time”, shifting the focus from
the perpetrator to the victim. Society places the
burden of safety on women while simultaneously
excusing or downplaying the actions of offenders.
This not only fosters a culture of impunity but
also reinforces a gendered fear that serves as a
tool for patriarchal control.

So, by consciously reshaping public spaces, we
can create environments where women feel safe
and truly welcome. While centuries of patriarchy
cannot be dismantled overnight, meaningful
change begins with small, everyday actions. From
the built environment of public space to societal
attitudes, every shift, no matter how gradual,
brings us closer to an inclusive society where
women can navigate and own public spaces
freely, without fear or restriction.

Inclusion in Public Spaces — From Fear to Freedom

AIdstfoleh TATAT H AT — ST W TSATET T 31T

India is often considered one of the most unsafe countries for women,

ranking 128 out of 177 countries in the Women, Peace, and Security

Index 2023.

AR ! HFAT AfFe3t F AT Fad IRfEra o0t # @ v A Sar @, 3R

2023 & gA, N v RFNRE s390 & 177 ¥ 1289 Fumer W 4|
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o Deeply entrenched patriarchal norms that lead to violence against women cannot
be dismantled overnight, but challenging everyday barriers can bring meaningful
progress.

m#aﬁgh@mﬁm,snmaﬁa:@w%mmmmﬁmﬁm
AT g1 Y ST Wl AfeheT gfarfeer Hr amenait Ft ot S Fgeaqer worfer o s
aHhal g

e On International Women’s Day, it is crucial to reflect on the accessibility of public
spaces for women, an often ignored issue.

IHAUTSET Afgel Baw W, At F AT Frdsas T Y 3qeetrar W AR =T
FECAYUT &, Si HFAT 3=1gd! FT ATl &

Gendered Spatial Control
dfare Tenfas fAgeor

e Public spaces are crucial for socio-economic life, where people build livelihoods,
develop political identities, and engage in community life.

Ao T GTToS-3nT s Sfaet & fw smaeas &, el dier V9K FATS &,
ST qgaTel qald § IR ARIETAF Sfaer 7 $mr ot &

¢ A key indicator of a place’s safety is the presence of women freely choosing to
relax and enjoy in that space.

Tt TATeT it FIAT T W@ Whels TE & o FAT ARATT T67 T T & o7 Fahell § 3R
HRTH HT Tl &

e Studies show that public spaces are gendered and political, where most women are
confined to private and domestic spheres.

3T FATd & [ Widsifaeh TAT o i 3R Taeifas a1a €, st rftrewrer Aafgame @sh
31 oo 847 aF Hifda @l §

Statistics on Women’s Mobility

Afgen3it &Y arfareiierar aT 3m+s

e National Family Health Survey-4 (NFHS-4) (2015-16) data shows:
TS IRAR FERLT TET0T-4 (NFHS-4) (2015-16) & 7@K

o 54% of Indian women had the freedom to visit markets alone.
54% R ARATHT FT 3rFel IR ST HY Tgaaar A
o 50% could access healthcare facilities independently.

50% ATFATE Tl T & FARELT JlA3 1 3u2hr w3 el o |
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o 48% were permitted to travel outside their village or community
unaccompanied.

48% ATFeT3it F e frelY wrelt & 3raet anve A1 WHET ¥ AR e A At o
e Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) (2023-24) indicates that the Labour Force
Participation Rate (LFPR) for women is 35.6%.

et A g GI&TT (PLFS) (2023-24) & 3THN, ARGATIHT $Y 5197 Tt ey a3
(LFPR) 35.6% &1

o Despite an increase in LFPR, over half of the female population remains outside
the workforce.

LFPR # g&ftr & arasig, 3met & 3rfls Afgar smard) areft it Frdfaer & amew 81

Limited Engagement with Public Spaces

S T & @A g

e Forworking women, public spaces are transitional zones, primarily used for
commuting between home and workplace.

FIHFIS AT & AT, AT T JTaRHT F fore T §, 3 787 79 F W 3
FREIS & €T I FA F v 399 e e

e Public spaces are rarely used by women for leisure or recreation, reinforcing
spatial restrictions.

HIds ol TUTAT AT YA ARATT A< & F3 AARGTT 31 3IH F AT FA &, Fa
FTfas iy 3R AsreE & e ¥

e A spaceis truly safe and inclusive when women can navigate it freely and without
hesitation.

1S T ot gRidra 3 gamdedt giar € stw Afee a1 faen freh e stk Faar W @
HT-ST T |

Reclaiming Public Spaces

HaA [ AT 9T AfgAT3T &1 JAFR

e As argued in the book ‘Why Loiter?’ (Phadke, Ranade, Khan, 2011), reclaiming
public spaces is not just about necessity but also about leisure and uninhibited
presence.

‘5gT§ AreT?’ (Phadke, Ranade, Khan, 2011) J¥a@ & &gl 141 ¢ &, Ardaifeier Tm=ii
A3t 1 IVFR RAF 3raeTwmdr F v 781, afew AR 3K Fad7 sufeafa F e
ofY g1 TnfRw)
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Women should be able to move freely, without urgency, and without conforming
to the male gaze.

Afgensit F R B gzash sk R gt i et & gama § waaT & F gEa
Fregafar gl =nfee

When women assert their right to belong in public spaces, it transforms these
spaces into shared, equitable environments.

I ARG WdIfeed T & 379 31fOFR T grar I §, O I L1 |17 3R FATTdT1-
TR gRAer F g5 I ¥

Simply put, women should be able to just exist in public spaces without fear.

Y erect 7 FE, Y Afgensit F fo= fFdY 97 F Fd@s TUET A T F71 JAVFR
Tifgel

The Issue of Safety
& 1 FeET

Women’s safety becomes a major concern in public spaces, but violence against
women is not limited to these areas—many face threats even within their homes,
which are perceived as safer spaces.

ArdSTforeh TATAT 7 ATFATHT T FI&T v Ageaqor =T oo STl 8, olfchet Afenait &
TR AT hae o7 8391 as HfAT e §—hS AT 3ryet wRT # 3 @A FT FHAT FIAT
¥, ot ida T A ST B

In open spaces, the risk of gendered violence from multiple strangers is high,
reinforcing the belief that women need protection, ultimately restricting their
autonomy.

g TmEl &, st @ A fFar w1 @aw it @ar g, Sew a8 aron serga ity
T wfgaait 1 et 1 smraegsar €, 3R 3iaa: st Faraar @ifFa gt e d

As a result, women are mostly seen in curated spaces such as malls, theatres, and
cafes, where the likelihood of violence is perceived to be lower.

STeT T Y FeiTaeT wF A AT g
But what about women in bus stations, narrow streets, or sitting freely in open
areas? Street amusement where women are active participants is rarely seen.

Aifehet a8 T, HHF AfAAT F AT G TUTEA W FqAT T § F5 qrelt AfFennait v a4r?
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Everyday public spaces remain unwelcoming to women, and the fact that they
cannot exist without discomfort or fear raises a critical question—why are public
spaces still designed in ways that prevent women from fully claiming them?

yfafeer STAT fhe STt aTel Arderfare e arsit st afeemait & foe sres a9 gU E, 3R
Ig a2y 1% 3 et fae 52 3t srgfareT & adt w@ @, vk AHgcaqot geaT 3orr g—3anfa
ST TUTAT it T ¥ 741 7 B AfRene 3¢ qf ave srae w1 a aredt?

Need for Community and Government Support

e R FHR Y s{fAT

Public spaces symbolize freedom, but this freedom often translates into a loss of
control for families over women’s mobility.

HIdst ol TUTT TTAAdT T Yol &, Afehed Ig TaaFaT HFaY TRART & e Afgensit
afareiierar W T @) F w7 F 2@t e §

Avoiding public spaces is not the solution, as men also face street violence, even
though their vulnerability differs from that of women.

AT TATAT & ToAT GATUTA AT 8, FiTh 7o ot ¥5F W W #71 RNaFR e §, ool
Jerehy 3TRET AfFeat ¥ T 8|

Women must reclaim public spaces with the same ease as men, fostering autonomy
instead of restriction.

AR T T} Y TE WIS A T 9T HAFR ST A W1 8, ey wfaae &
TATT TIGAAT H! Te14T feT ST

To achieve this, women should actively participate in public spaces—having
conversations, hanging out, and using these spaces for leisure.

sa% fore, Afgensit w1 adefas vuet & afrg & @ #1er dar afyr—ara<ia e,
HHAT 31X 37 TUTEAT T HeARSToT & FoIT 3uNer et gl

Normalizing women’s presence in public spaces for leisure can bring about a
positive change.

AARS ¥ AT gdafas TI&T F Afgarsit & 39fRUfa #! 9\ S99 §FRIeAF
dEdTd o HHdT &

Policy-Level Changes

AT GURT 1 Jraeghar
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The government must reimagine public space planning and design, including:

TWHR HI ASATeTF TATAT HT AT 3 BAET 9 R AR Fa1 T1iRe, Sasd enfae
g
o Improving street lighting (W% Jereit & FUR)
o Ensuring safe and accessible public toilets (FIf&¥T AT Ferer AT o
eitaTerat i saaw)
o Installing street furniture like benches (WgeI 9T e St raemait T FTaem)
o Creating more recreational spaces tailored for women (Hfgem3it & faw faey
T F TATC T AARSTA TIAT FT FAATOT)

Strengthening public safety laws and their enforcement is crucial to address crimes
against women in public spaces.

AT TAF &I FTefell Y FoTad FIAT I SoTehT T Brateaaer Jraed= ¢, il
AT e TTal 7 Afgensit & Brare srawre’ i A1 o 7|

A critical issue is the low conviction rate for gender-based violence—many
offenders secure bail and repeat crimes.

dAfr ffer & amral # AwRig & agd F9 §—s Il s W oge o § 3k
HORTY VT &

Even today, women are often blamed for being in the “wrong place at the wrong
time”, shifting focus from perpetrators to victims.

37T o, A3 F " ITAd THT W T TAF 9T g & v Y sgarn arar §, S5aa
&7 AT & gehT NfSar uT Higa & Jmar 8

Society must stop excusing offenders and instead focus on creating a culture of
accountability.

AT T IFATAAT HT q41 A GGIT FATCT FA g 3R STaraSd A T F qgrar
T g

Towards an Inclusive Society

gATAM AT F 3R UFH FgH

By consciously reshaping public spaces, we can create environments where
women feel safe and truly welcome.

e T TUTAT H AT AT F IR FTF, §H7 AT ATATGR0T 701 ool §, STeT AfgTe JRiara
3R FEmTaAT AEqw F

While centuries of patriarchy cannot be dismantled overnight, meaningful change
begins with small, everyday actions.
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wfet & Tt 3T W Riqgaan w1 Tdia FATCT 76 fFar 51 7w, Jf or-er A
Tyt ¥ WHE Eeld R AT ST Hhe B

e Every shift—whether in urban design or societal attitudes—brings us closer to a
society where women can navigate public spaces freely, without fear or

restriction.

& ICATT—ATR 9% A TITAT # 8 IT AT ATATAFaT A—gd U GHST FT 3R o
ST &, 6T AT R 3¢ 3R O-2¥F F AdeAe Fa=l & FaaT w9 @ g7 79

An equitable future for women in science, in India
Essay |

omen in science navigate a minefield
w of challenges that often start early.

Educational barriers, such as limited
access to quality schools and gendered societal
norms, can discourage girls from pursuing
science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM). For those who persist and
are fortunate to get past these early hurdles,
cultural expectations frequently demand that
they prioritise family over careers, severely
jeopardising professional growth. Gender
stereotypes further restrict opportunities,
affecting hiring, promotions and funding.
Harassment and discrimination in academic
settings add another dimension of hostility that
push many women out of the field.

A study of STEM scientists

Globally, as well as in India, we see similar
patterns. A study of STEM scientists across 38
countries reveals higher attrition rates for
women, driven by non-inclusive workplaces,
work-life balance struggles, and limited access to
high-impact research.

These barriers slow career progression and
reduce access to senior roles and professional
networks, increasing dropout rates. The
postdoc-to-faculty transition is especially
challenging for women, with familial
responsibilities, low confidence, and a lack of
female role models cited as key factors, as
highlighted by research from the National
Institutes of Health.

These barriers compel us to consider why it is
vital to prioritise the retention of women in
science. Diverse teams drive creativity and
innovation, leading to breakthroughs by
integrating multiple perspectives. More women in
science also results in role models for future
generations, inspiring girls to pursue STEM.
Promoting equity ensures that women can
contribute fully to scientific progress, enriching
society with a more inclusive workforce.

This conversation has progressed little over the
centuries. The “Matilda Effect” — named after
19th-century feminist Matilda Joslyn Gage —
describes the tendency to downplay or
overshadow women’s scientific contributions in
favour of their male colleagues, highlighting the

P

Anita Shet

is Professor of
International Health
at the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of
Public Health

Kamini Walia

is a Senior Scientist at
the Indian Council of
Medical Research

With India
continuing to
push the
boundaries of
scientific and
technological
advancement, it
must ensure the
full inclusion of
women in

this journey

historic struggle for proper recognition of
women’s innovations. Nearly 200 years later,
gender inequity in STEM persists. Jacob Clark
Blickenstaff’s “leaky pipeline” metaphor
describes women dropping out of STEM due to
biased pedagogy, a lack of role models, and
hostile workplaces. Critiqued as somewhat
simplistic, this model does not consider systemic
power dynamics. A more recent “Chutes and
Ladders” model focuses on broader structural
and environmental barriers, highlighting how
mentorship, access to hidden knowledge, and
career disruptions disproportionately hinder
women, minorities, and marginalised groups,
emphasising the need to address inequities
within academic systems.

A survey across India

Examining these concepts is particularly valuable
in the context of India, where
conservative attitudes abound. In an
extensive survey across 98
institutions across India conducted
in 2020-21, the proportion of
women faculty members across all
the fields was a mere 17%, ranging
from 23% in biology to 8% in [A.
engineering. The proportion was

even lower within higher-ranked institutions,

with dwindling ratios within senior career faculty.
The data showed that women scientists were
vastly under-represented at conferences and

often overlooked in career-enhancing activities.

Addressing these challenges demands a
reimagined approach that embraces diverse
career paths and involves policymakers,
institutions, and the scientific community in
fostering inclusivity, particularly for
underrepresented and economically
disadvantaged women. Approaches vary based
on the timing of intervention. Early intervention,
engaging parents, educators, and the broader
social environment, is key to lasting impact.

We propose three key recommendations to
improve the retention of women in STEM at the
early- and mid-career levels. First, institutional
changes such as flexible work options, affordable
childcare, and policies supporting work-family
integration are essential. Second, public

An Equitable Future for Women in Science,

R # faaaer & aAfgensit & v v gaAe sifdsy
Challenges Faced by Women in Science

faramer F Afgenat & were s arelt geifaan
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recognition of both triumphs and obstacles is
crucial. Showcasing successful women in science
challenges stereotypes, inspires the next
generation, and reinforces the need for greater
visibility and representation. At the same time,
calling out setbacks, as exemplified by
BiasWatchIndia, can drive incremental progress
by exposing gender inequities in academia.
Finally, a nuanced approach across career stages
is crucial, eliminating age restrictions on grants,
fostering mentorship networks, supporting
career re-entry after a break for family or
personal reasons, and amplifying senior women’s
voices in leadership and decision-making.

Interventions

The Indian government has taken significant
steps to advance gender equity in science and
technology. The Department of Science and
Technology (DST) launched the
Gender Advancement for
Transforming Institutions (GATT)
pilot in 2020 to foster an inclusive
environment for women and
gender-diverse individuals in STEM,

EQUALITY supporting participation-boosting

initiatives such as the Women in

Science and Engineering-Knowledge
Involvement in Research Advancement through
Nurturing, or WISE-KIRAN, and the Women
Scientists Scheme (WOS) programmes.
Noteworthy efforts include the Department of
Biotechnology’s Biotechnology Career
Advancement and Re-orientation (BioCARe)
programme, which supports women scientists
returning to research after career breaks.

Additionally, the Indian Council of Medical
Research spearheads several programmes
promoting women’s health and training for
women scientists. While these initiatives reflect
progress, they must scale into broader reforms to
ensure that women scientists are recognised,
empowered, and valued.

As India continues to push the boundaries of
scientific and technological advancement, the full
inclusion of women in this journey is not only a
matter of fairness but also an example of true
progress that can set a powerful example for the
world to emulate.

in India
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¢ Women in science face multiple challenges, which often begin early in their
education.

s & & wARRenst F FF goAlfaat 1w FE g5ar 8, S 3R 3o e F
EIT =0T & L Y At

e Limited access to quality schools and gendered societal norms discourage girls
from pursuing STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics).

3o [0Tae ATl TRel a AT 787 IR dAfren wrfores #ees wsfHal A STEM
(FRremmer, sl farh), shfaafer 3l a1fte) & wRER o @ gaicafea w3 &

e Women who overcome these barriers still face cultural expectations that require
them to prioritize family over careers, hindering their professional growth.

ST AfGATT go1 amenait 1 IR FT A §, 375 o WEHfa-FiAa a3t 1 FHAT HEAT I3
g, o 3¢ 9RER F! #RAT A 30F afAFar & gzt §, 31k 309 39 AT
e & amerm 3 &

e Gender stereotypes restrict hiring, promotions, and funding opportunities, making
career progression difficult for women in STEM.

Affre qatarg a7, wel=fa st e diwor & st A ST A §, e STEM A
AfgAT3T & foT HRIT F 313 g1 HideT & AT gl

e Harassment and discrimination in academic settings create a hostile environment,
pushing many women out of scientific fields.

a1 wEuTEAl F etz X Sgera v et AEle aara 8, e w5 Afgare
A & &9 @ 98T ol AT &

A Study of STEM Scientists
STEM d=fashi 4T sreaa=

e Aglobal study across 38 countries shows that women have higher attrition rates
due to:

38 3ol & fhT 1w v RGeS reqyeT ¥ uar e &k A3t F STEM H Sza frew
HOF §, 3T HROT:
o Non-inclusive workplaces (AR-gaTaeft FrIwy«)
o Work-life balance struggles (14 3R safaaera shae & werer 1 Ffsarzan)
o Limited access to high-impact research opportunities (3T THTI2ITelY 2Mer
e These barriers slow career progression, reduce access to senior roles, and increase
dropout rates for women in STEM.
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F areT FREAT T 99 B e FT &t §, aRws get a 957 F1 w7 w4 § 3R STEM
3 AR 1 oY B a3 B wer & ¥

e The transition from postdoc to faculty is especially difficult due to:

qIresid ¥ hdhed! dF T AW AAY FT & FHiS 8T &, 3Hh HRUT:

o Family responsibilities (qrRarRe® fSFaeian)
o Low confidence (3TcATIATT Y H#)
o Lack of female role models (AT Aer ATse Y F1)

The Importance of Retaining Women in Science

femmer # wAfgensit Fr smefier sere T@er F4t Ageaqet 82

o Diverse teams foster creativity and innovation, leading to scientific breakthroughs
by integrating multiple perspectives.
Rfer &AY A TaTcHR AT 3R AaER F geET AT &, ST rA9T-3rer9r TN F
TS @ A @ wera gl €

e More women in science create role models for future generations, inspiring young
girls to pursue STEM careers.

faramer # 1 wfyenat £ smefiar sifasy & difeat & fore dor Afse SR F §, aw
gar asfrat STEM FRAT rdemer & faw 9 et )

¢ Promoting equity ensures that women can contribute fully to scientific progress,
leading to a more inclusive and diverse workforce.

FHATACT 1 95141 &t ¥ Ig YiARad giar ¢ for Afgare s & qff avg aererer & v,
foad v arftre gamaeh 3k Rfawr sriae w1 fstor g

Historical Challenges in Recognizing Women’s Contributions

A3t F ATETT Y AT oA H WagriAw gelfoar

e The “Matilda Effect”, named after 19th-century feminist Matilda Joslyn Gage,
describes how women'’s scientific contributions are overshadowed in favor of their
male colleagues.

“Afeest wama”, TFgerr At 194t T &y Adiad) Afeesr Nfeaa Asr & A1 W @R §,
Ig SRl & for wfgensit & denfas Ahrerer wr o weafaat & gar & sersiersr fna smar
gl
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o Nearly 200 years later, gender inequity in STEM still persists.
SIS 200 ATl a1 3fY, STEM & A arerarrarar &=l g &1

e The "leaky pipeline" metaphor, introduced by Jacob Clark Blickenstaff, explains how
women drop out of STEM due to biased teaching methods, lack of mentors, and
workplace discrimination.

"elIhY IISTTS 3UHAT, [ Sha FolTeh Crdhereerd «f Y & 41, g aard § f&
yatargqet Rrator wqufaay, Arigele #i F#) 3t FrivTe Agsma & FROT AT STEM
o & &

e A more recent model, “Chutes and Ladders”, highlights:
T o737 AlSd, " TYCH US Asd”, ST &

o Systemic power dynamics (sgafedd AfFd FI==)
o Mentorship gaps (ATTgelsT #Y FaT)
o Limited access to professional networks (mﬁ?ﬁﬁ#ﬁtﬁﬁaqgﬂ)

o Career disruptions that disproportionately affect women, minorities, and
marginalized groups.

FRAT A e’ S Afgemat, seqwEEH K T v 93wt Y 3t vl
FTel §

Way Forward: Addressing Inequities in STEM
373 T AEAT: STEM H FEAFATHT T gL FAT

e Encouraging girls from an early age to explore STEM education through
scholarships and mentorship programs.

TsfRal 1 IRTAS 3r9ET F & STEM 8T Y 391 & faw Weaifed s, 5o
g 3R ATG FREFH afae

e Strengthening workplace policies to address gender bias, discrimination, and
harassment in scientific and academic institutions.

FRETA H AfAt F Forqe F@1, arfes dafas 3R Aarfors Feum=i 7 AT A,
qatarg 3 sediser @1 ¥ fma s @ |

e Providing funding opportunities specifically for women-led research projects.

Ry w7 & ARensit garr gwifae e aREseEt & oo R semar e w3

e Encouraging equal parental leave policies so that career progression is not solely
hindered for women.

HHATST ATAT-TAT 3rgahrer AfaaY & Scafed I, arfer saer Afgensit 1 FRAT gsnfaa

Page5 1
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Promoting representation of women in leadership roles, creating more female role
models in science.

Aqea val # #Afgeat i srhert ggreT, e e 7 sfts afger Ao Atsa AR e
ST T |

Implementing structural reforms in academic institutions to ensure inclusivity and
equal opportunities.

FerfOre TrUTAl H FAATHS FUR ] FAT, lich FATARAAT R FATT raww Yhaeaa
fare s w5

A Survey Across India
I A TF qdaTor

A survey conducted across 98 institutions in India (2020-21) found that women
faculty members accounted for only 17% across all fields.

HRT & 98 FEYTAT & 2020-21 H T v gfaor 7 9rm a1 6 wadY &=t oF Afgen gy
HETT Fad 17% oY

The proportion of women faculty ranged from 23% in biology to just 8% in
engineering.

ShafaareT & afgansit A smierdY 23% off, Safs sfFIRIT 7 I8 Fae 8% ol

The representation was even lower in higher-ranked institutions, with fewer women
in senior faculty positions.

3o & ara FEgE A At Hr seiigrY 30 oft Fa oft, 37 aRss aF T gt W 3T
HEAT ged! 31 W) oY

Women scientists were under-represented at conferences and often excluded from
career-enhancing opportunities.

AfgaT Ifas! fr dafas Feaas) & aeied) Fa o, 3R 30 3R FRIAT F 3 T
& TERT & FET T@T AT AT

Need for a Reimagined Approach

AT gioEHIor Y AT THAT

Addressing these challenges requires a fresh approach that includes policymakers,
institutions, and the scientific community.

5ol el @ et & T vk AT Tfeemior At sraegwar &, foraed Aifa-fastar, svamr
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Special attention should be given to underrepresented and economically
disadvantaged women.

HequETH IR INTIF T § FAAR A3t | AT exre = s e

Early intervention through engagement with parents, educators, and society is key
to lasting impact.

IRAF gedalq, fras Arar-Rar, Rate! ik o Ff anfiver fFar sire, TR e st
¥ forT Fgcaqet 8

Key Recommendations to Improve Retention of Women in STEM

STEM & Afganait #r smefigrt aeme t@a & faw woga et

Institutional changes such as flexible work options, affordable childcare, and
work-family integration policies are essential.

FEATT GUR, S & ool 1 faswew, frwrad are q@snme, 3k #1&-9Rar dqee
Afaa, 3maeas g1

Public recognition of both achievements and challenges is crucial.

dSifee w0 @ Afganst # sqateurat siv geifaat wr vgeamen Agcaqor 3

Highlighting successful women in science helps challenge stereotypes and inspire
the next generation.

e & gwe ARRATHT FHI IR FIAT FReAT Fr dlzar 3 3re D Y ARG FA FA Age
AT

Addressing setbacks through initiatives like BiasWatchIndia can expose gender
inequities in academia and drive progress.

BiasWatchIndia St& 9@} & ATeTH & Ae10rw Feamet 7 e sraaAeransit #1 saer
T s wear @, forer g & af sl

Career support across different stages, including:

Rffe FRIT T W g7 d=, Goa anfaa g

o Removing age restrictions on research grants (Qﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ?ﬁﬂﬂm
HHATCT )
o Fostering mentorship networks (ARG Aead Y agar =)
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o Providing support for career re-entry after family or personal breaks (9R@R

T ITFAINT FRON F 9F et & d1g HRAT H aqHd & faw goedsr yera w3=)
o Increasing representation of senior women in leadership and decision-

making (aRtss wfganait i Aqea 3ix Aoty A= 7 smefher Tgem)

Government Initiatives for Women in Science

AT & AfgAt F v R ggd

e The Department of Science and Technology (DST) launched the GATI pilot (2020)
to foster an inclusive environment for women and gender-diverse individuals in
STEM.

et 3iR wig@f fasmr (DST) & 2020 & GATI urgere dfea fraT, 5 STEM &
ARt 3 Afrw Rfuar are safFaat F e wameh ararEor dur Far s aF)

e Other major initiatives include:

3T YHE Uge AR

o WISE-KIRAN (Women in Science and Engineering-Knowledge Involvement
in Research Advancement through Nurturing)

WISE-KIRAN (afgamait & fore faammer 3tk sshferafar & gt seafar =t agmar
&o¥ aTelY Jrste) |

o Women Scientists Scheme (WOS) to support women in STEM careers.
Afgar dfas a1 (WOS) S STEM FRIRX & ATt o1 g7t Fdr g

e« The Department of Biotechnology’s BioCARe programme helps women scientists
return to research after career breaks.

S wlegifahy fysmer #Y BioCARe dteram aAfgar danfast # FRIT 9% & a1¢ rqaeme &
dteat 7 Aqg F &

e The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) promotes programmes for
women's health and training of women scientists.

SR Rfdrear sregaume aiwe (ICMR) #fyemat & Fareey sk afger st &
wferaTor & forw #& FHH Tardt B

The Need for Scaling Up Reforms
FURT F RATAR AT smaegsar

e While these initiatives reflect progress, they must be scaled into broader reforms to
ensure that women scientists are recognized, empowered, and valued.

grefifeh I uger garfar &t qeifeh €, So¢ saTas FURT 7 agar siren @ifew, forad afgen
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danfaet A wreaan, wufeFdsor ik Ao e 7%

e Full inclusion of women in India’s scientific and technological advancements is
not just a matter of fairness, but a true sign of progress.

AR Y dafaren I aareehy warfer 3 Afganait i ot smefierl e =amr 1 Rww 78t 8,
sfed arFafa® Yot T G 3

e India’s efforts can set a global example, proving that inclusion and equity in science
are essential for innovation and development.

IR o 9T gfaram & fIT veh 3aTeor & Fhd ¥, I§ AMfad I g foh fareer & wamder
3R GATAET TR 3R RAF F T sraeas
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A party, a street fight,
and the death of a boy

On March I, Mohammed Shahabaz, a Class 10 student in Kozhikode district, succumbed to the injuries he had
sustained during a street fight between students a few days prior. Six students have been nabbed by the police
in connection with the incident. Mithosh Joseph reports on the ongoing police investigation in the case and
the increasing worries about minors in conflict with the law

Kozhikode!

and eyes
partly closed, Mohammed Igbal,
immersed in prayer. Clad in
a white shirt and dhoti at his an-
cestral llume in Thamarassery, a village in Kera-
la’s district, Igbal is at a religious ritual
for the third day. He is mourning the death of his
eldest son, Mohammed Shahabaz, 15. When he
ting prayers, tears roll down his
cheeks, His relatives stand around him. “His wife
and three children have not accepted the fact
that Shahabaz is no more,” one of them says.

Igbal, who had toiled for years as a daily wage
labourer abroad, says his eldest son was really
smart. “He performed well in school. He would
make electronic toys. He loved playing sports. He
always took care of his younger siblings. I
couldn’t even buy him a mobile phone, as I was
short of money,” he says. Igbal vows to fight until
death to secure justice for his son

e

There are
many
deviant
characters
these days,
and they are
abi;
concern for
teachers. We
are helpless;
we cannot
combat the
issue alone
J.MINE

Headmistress
Muhammedali

near the incident spot, say they heard loud nois-
es around the building but they were too scared
to intervene. “We thought that this was a minor
quarrel between the students as such incidents
happen sometimes. We never thought that it
would lead to this,” Hajira says.

K.K. Akhilesh, the head of the tuition centre,
says the five students who were nabbed the next
day by the police in connection with the inci-
dent, based on a complaint by Shahabaz
rents, had not turned up for classes that dar
were waiting outside the centre. “They did not
have any criminal background, nor were they ag-
gressive. They were good students who studied
hard,” Akhilesh says. A sixth student was nabbed
in connection with the incident on March 4.

When Shahabaz sustained a head injury and
collapsed, the tuition centre trainers and locals
called his family, who rushed him to the Thama-
rassery taluk hospital. There, he was referred to

Shahabaz, a Class 10 student ata
aided school ar Elettil village, died on March 1 af-
ter he was brutally assaulted during a clash bet-
ween two groups of teenagers at Thamarassery
in Kozhikode on February 27. His death led to wi-
despread protests by the Youth Congress, the
Kerala Students’ Union, and the Muslim Students
Federation, among others. These organisations
allege that Shahabaz was murdered and that
there was a conspiracy behind his death. The
Kerala government described the incident as

“unfortunate” and said a comprehensive investi-
gation would be conducted. The Kerala State
Commission for Protection of Child Rights also
registered a suo motu case on the incident.

A deathly brawl

The problem began on February 23, when there
was an argument between the students of two
schools - Muhammedali Jauhar Higher Secon-
dary School, Elettil; and Government Vocational
Higher Secondary School, Thamarassery — at
Trizz, a local training centre in Thamarassery, ac-
cording to trainers at the centre. There was a fa-
rewell party for Class 10 students from the two
schools that day at the centre. When the music
that was being played for a dance performance at
the party stopped due to technical glitches, stu-
dents from the Thamarassery school laughed,
and this led to a heated argument between the
students of the two schools, say trainers.

The students met again on February 27 at the
centre. “Shahabaz was not a student at Trizz, but
he came to the spot along with his friends from
the Muhammedali School to settle scores with
the students from Thamarassery,” says a trainer.
Witnesses say the first clash between the two
groups took place along a dingy corridor of a
building complex near the tuition centre. When
the locals intervened, the students moved to oth-
er spots. They clashed four times in front of
about 50 students at the centre, say locals.

“The students from both the schools began as-
sembling near the tuition centre at around 4.30
in the evening. The broke out around 5.30
and went on till 7" recall Siddique and Shukkur,
two tea shop owners who saw the brawl. Accord-
ing to them, after the students fought the first
time, teachers from the tuition centre intervened
and forced the students to disperse.

Hajira and Jaseera, who run a stitching unit

Ja
Secondary School
at Eleril

the Kozhikode Medical College, according to the
police. Shahabaz had become unconscious after
several episodes of vomiting and also had severe
wounds in his eyes. He succumbed to injuries on
March 1. That evening, he was laid to rest at the
Kedavoor Juma Masjid Khabar Sthan.

Murmurs of a conspiracy
According to the postmortem report, Shahabaz
had suffered a deep head injury and a fractured
skull. The police later found that he had been at-
tacked with a nunchaku, a martial arts weapon
consisting of two sticks. The police say one of the
six students involved in the incident had brought
the weapon, which had been in the possession of
his older brother, with him.

Anger built up when a photo emerged show-
ing the father of one of the accused alongside a
convict in the 2012 murder of y Mar-

on

The voice messages sent by some of the
students on the WhatsApp group clearly
explain their plan. The messages indicate a
dangerous criminal trend among adolescents
Senior police officer

been planning the clash for more than four days.
The police recovered a laptop, four phones, and
the weapon from the houses of the accused.

A senior police officer says the accused thnw

on a social media group and even posted details
of the nunchaku that was brought to the spot. The
voice messages sent by some of the students on
the group clearly explained the plan. The mes-
sages indicate a dangerous criminal trend among
adolescents,” he says.

P. Jayesh, a professional karate trainer, says the
rnunchaku nned in several countries, but not
in India. “If people >|mply watch some demon-
stration videos and use it, they may use it crude-
ly. This can lead to an unpredictable outcome.
“There should be a proper vigi against the misuse
of such weapons,” he s

Igbal worries about Ille pmhe “One of the key
accused is the son of a policeman, while a few
others are the children of pol mcally influential
people,” he says.

The police have charged the teenagers under
Sections 103(1) (murder), 118(2) (causing grievous
hurt using s), 126(2)
restraint), 189(2) (un.l-lwl'ul assembly), 191(2) (riot-
ing), and 190 (every member of unlawful assemb-
ly guilty of offence committed pmsecul.iun of
commaon object) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), 2023. They say more sections of the BNS
are likely to be invoked once the probe is com-
pleted and the final report submitted. The p
have also reached out to Meta and other social
media platforms to collect evidence.

A recurring phenomenon
Some traders say that students from the two
schools, located nearly 7 kilometers apart, have
been fighting for years on various issues, such as
sports and cultural programmes. They even have
a name for it — “Friday Thallumala’, an act of re-
venge. Some local traders also sought action
from the police a few months ago, to end the
street scuffles that took place on Friday

The incident and investigation have largel) af-
fected the two schools and their students and
teachers. Mohammed Basheer, headmaster of

xist Party leader, T.P. Chandrasekharan. Further,
the police say they found a WhatsApp group that
was created by the six accused. They say the
messages on the group of 60 people and another
Instagram group showed that the six boys had

Student activists stage a protest in front of

the G Vocational Higher Secondary
School, Thamarassery, is in tears. All the six stu-
dents who have been held are from his school.
“The school has been putting up a good perfor-
mance. Now, everyone is shaken. This is my last
year in my career as a teacher and this happens,’
he says, sitting in his office room.

The situation is no different at the Muhamme-
dali Jauhar Higher Secondary School at Elettil,
where the students are mourning the death of
their close friend and struggling to focus on ex-
ams. One of them says, “Shahabaz wasa tech-sav-
vy student.” Another says, “Shahabaz was athl
ic and was active in the school football team
Two Class 10 students say Shahabaz was never
part of any gang and never got into trouble.
Teachers also echo these sentiments,.

J. Mini, the headmistress of the school, says
the school authorities have arranged for counsell-
ing sessions for Shahabaz's classmates to help
them cope with the trauma. She also worries
about this becoming more common: “There are
many deviant characters these days, who are a
big concern for teachers. We are helpless; we
cannot combat the issue alone. Throughout the
State, we are seeing such unhealthy develop-
ments. Incidents of substance abuse and relared
crimes are also increasing. It is time for stronger
interventions.

The students involved in the incident were
shifted to a government observation home in

home in Kozhikode. K, RAGESH

hikode and allowed to write the Secondary
School Leaving Certificate (SSLC) exam. This has

A party, a street fight, and the death of a boy
T Il U T3 39131, 3R v ez Ay #ia

On March 1, Mohammed Shahabaz, a Class 10 student from
Kozhikode district, succumbed to injuries sustained during a street
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led to protests by students’ organisations.

Igbal, too, is furious with the Education De-
partment. “A special exam centre with police
protection should not have been sanctioned by
the government inside the observation home. It
was humiliating for us when the boys wrote their
exams so comfortably when my son, who was al-
so supposed to write the II_ X wac heing
buried,” he told politicians who visited

Igbal says he received the hlggta‘t ahu(k when
he found out that one of Shahabaz’s former close
friends participated in the assault. The boy had
studied with Shahabaz for about seven years in
another school and had even visited Shahabaz’s
home and shared meals with him. The two of
them had moved to different schools after Class
8. Class photos of the two studen! e been re-
covered and support the father’s claims, accord:
ing to the police.

District Police Chief (Kozhikode rural) K.E. Bai-
ju says the police aken all possible legal ac-
tion, as part of their investigation. He says they
cannot endorse any stand that advocates curtail-
ing the right of students to write exams, as this
would be unconstitutional. Baiju also says the
police will investigate more to track all those who
were part of the “conspiracy”.

“The students involved in the incident were
not found to have the thoughts of ordinary stu-
dents. Our investigation indicates that this was a
well-planned attack,” he adds.

Juvenile Justice Board member Mohan Kumar
says the trial will be conducted immediately after
the police submit the final investigation report
“all the legal procedures have been followed as
the involved students are minors. They can also
move for bail complying with the existing rules
and regulations,” Kumar says.

Distressing figures

“Kaval’ is a programme implemented by the De-
partment of Women and Child Development
with support from the National Institute of Men-
tal Health and Neurosciences, Bengaluru. It fo-
cuses on the rehabilitation and social reintegra-
tion of children in conflict with the law through a
psychosocial approach. Data with Kaval shows
that 2,274 children in the 14-18 age group attend-
ed counselling sessions between April 2023 and
March 2024. Of them, about 100 were involved in
murder attempt cases and about 800 in various
cases registered under the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act, 2012. The majority of
the children did not have any criminal back-
ground and at least 1,600 of them were from ru-

ral areas. More than 1,750 of them came from fa

milies below the poverty line. Only 296 students
were found to have behavioral issues.

Dr. E.N. Suresh Kumar, a psychiatrist, points
out that only a multi-dimensional approach with
a focus on reducing adolescents’ exposure to vio-
lent content on social media and films will help
society address the issue. “The unrestricted ex-
posure to violence affects the frontal lobe of the
brain that controls thoughts, movements, and so-
cial skills,” he says. Teachers should work with
the Health Department to screen adolescents
with behavioral issues, Dr. Suresh Kumar adds.

An official from the Department of Education
says there are ongoing discussions on the forma-
tion of a State-level intervention module. Kerala
50 trying to strengthen existing projects such
as ‘Our Responsibility to Children’ and ‘Student
Police Cadets’. A meeting of the heads of various
schools will be convened before the next aca-
demic year to finalise the action plan, he adds.

Shahabaz’s uncle, Mujeeb Rahman, says he
was close to his nephew. “He would ask me for
money for his electronic experiments. He had
the freedom to ask me anything. We used to tra-
vel together when he had school vacations. He
was not a child with any criminal tendencies; he
was a creative and imaginative boy,” he says.

Another uncle, Najeeb, says the family will
meet the Chief Minister and jor police officers
and demand that everyone responsible for the
boy’s death be arrested. “No parent should have
to go through the trauma of seeing their child be-

ing killed,” he says.

mithosh.a@thehindu.coin

Road, Gorakhpur

-
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fight between students a few days earlier.

1 ATT &Y, FiiRs T & F&IT 10 F S AlgFAC AT I HSH S &
eraft =Y F FROT Hg 81 TS|

e Six students have been nabbed by the police in connection with the incident.

58 T & [faffe # a8 ol # gfow & fRwar fFar gl

e Mithosh Joseph reports on the ongoing police investigation and the increasing
concerns about minors in conflict with the law.

forater SRA® & T W@ gforw St 3R g & arer wud F aranfeet Fr g fRianit
Rare HT &

A father’s grief
T T F1q@

e Mohammed Igbal, 47, is mourning the death of his eldest son, Mohammed Shahabaz,
15, at his ancestral home in Thamarassery, Kerala.

47 afa AYEFAG FHaT 30 FEH q3 9, 15 JHT AgFag AFaTST T Hog 7 Il &
TARTER # 9 U o) & o AT T8 §

e Igbal, a former daily wage laborer abroad, says his son was smart, performed well in
school, loved sports, and built electronic toys.

gaaTd, S faeer  fRTs Aorqy & 0 & F17 FX G& 8, Id1d § o6 371 a1 iRam
TR A BT FHIAT AT, Wl Y THE HIAT AT AR g [@efler ara 4|

e He couldn’t afford to buy his son a mobile phone due to financial difficulties.

gg ATTAF Faft F FROT 379 3¢ & T Aasd v off 78 @i a&|

o Igbal vows to fight until death to secure justice for his son.

ShdTd of 3T 98¢ F AT =T g+ F AT 34fAH G aF a3 T 797 @E |

A deathly brawl
U SATAAdT STITST

e The fight started on February 23 when an argument broke out between students of
Muhammedali Jauhar Higher Secondary School, Elettil, and Government
Vocational Higher Secondary School, Thamarassery at Trizz, a local training
center.

23 HYa{l T HgFAe el e g Adhsll T, Talfed, AR T e g
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e The argument occurred during a farewell party when the music stopped due to
technical issues, leading to laughter and a heated exchange.

FARA It & SRIT ST AFaiehT WY & FROT Wil a7 8 91T, A TF |HE gt o,
Sraa i Tgw Bz 7d|

e On February 27, the students clashed again at the center, and Shahabaz joined the
fight to support his friends.

27mﬁaﬁmﬁ$aﬁaﬁwm§3ﬂ,3ﬂummaﬁﬁmmm$mm
ﬁarrﬁzrgam

e Witnesses say the fight took place at multiple spots and lasted from 4:30 PM to 7
PM.

ITaTel & 3FTHR, SIITST H$ ST I FIHT 37 AT 4:30 1t F A 7 &1 o 71|

e« Locals and tuition center teachers tried to intervene, but the students continued

fighting.
AT AT 3T ST A & Rars di<r-aara i A AT HA @, dAfehed BT Frsa
wl

Shahabaz’s fatal injuries
g F °TdH AE

e When Shahabaz sustained a head injury, locals and tuition trainers called his family,
who rushed him to Thamarassery Taluk Hospital.

STe ergarst i AT & Ae o, o T ot 3R e gt A 3w aRar FY gem,
fSeeia 38 JARTER AT IETrer TEar|

o He was later referred to Kozhikode Medical College, but by then, he had become
unconscious and suffered severe eye injuries.

a1G 7 38 FSFIs AfFA Fiotsr Y6 T 41 71201, AFeT o9 I ag Qo S A A 3
g @t # wefR A o

e On March 1, Shahabaz succumbed to his injuries.

1 AT T, BT 37911 AET F S[Fe T ol 4T

e That evening, he was laid to rest at Kedavoor Juma Masjid Khabar Sthan.

34T A, 38 FETqT FFAT AT, HISEATT A GHaATAT AT

Page5 8
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T 3R faRer yeoe

e His death led to widespread protests by Youth Congress, Kerala Students’ Union,
and Muslim Students Federation.

3t Al F 918 Y FEAW, I TgIeH Jfadet AR AT Tg3TH $3WUT & Siqgea A
fayr vt gul

e These organizations alleged a conspiracy behind Shahabaz’s death and demanded
justice.

sﬁmmﬁﬁamﬁmﬁmrmmmﬁgcmﬁmﬁl

o The Kerala government described the incident as “unfortunate” and assured a
comprehensive investigation.

FIT FIHR & S TAT T " GHEFAQO T 3R faeeer S 1 3mear=T fea|
e The Kerala State Commission for Protection of Child Rights registered a suo motu
case in the incident.

mmmmﬁHWﬁtﬂwmﬁmzm?ﬁgmﬁﬁml

Police action

gferw & Fars
e On March 2, police nabbed five students based on a complaint by Shahabaz’s
parents.

2 AT T I o AFHTST F ATT-RAaT hr RAFRIT 9T 9 1t Y IREAR fFam|

e A sixth student was arrested on March 4 in connection with the incident.

4 AT 1 TS B 1 Y Avrar fwar )

e The head of the tuition center, K.K. Akhilesh, stated that the arrested students had
no criminal background and were hardworking students.

A A & WgE, &.%. AW, & g & FTReaAR o1 rqwreft ggfy & agh & 3k
Agere fagamf &

This incident has raised serious concerns about student violence and juvenile delinquency
in the region.

g TTAT BTl # ded! Far 3R R 3ramrer i o R Rare der e W |

Murmurs of a conspiracy
LELER K [

Page5 9

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

g il CONTACT: 9971932488

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

According to the postmortem report, Shahabaz suffered a deep head injury and a
fractured skull.

qreeATeH R & 3178, emﬁwmﬁmmm#mgsﬂml

The police later found that he had been attacked with a nunchaku, a martial arts
weapon made of two sticks.

QoI T §Te H Tl Tl foh 39 O Todgy @ AT 6T a7 T, S &Y St & Fa1 Aoy 3me
FRAAR E|

One of the six accused students brought the nunchaku, which originally belonged to
his older brother.

©F AR BTl 7 @ T 7 Ig Ao o7 U, S U5 30F 3 61 F 9 A7

Anger grew when a photo emerged showing the father of one of the accused with a
convict in the 2012 murder case of T.P. Chandrasekharan.

AT 95 AT 579 U qEdR A1 3ms, Toree 3mfay &F & v & Rar 2012 # &,
TEAEIA Y g7 F andl & 1y R

The police also found a WhatsApp group created by the six accused students, where
messages showed that they had been planning the fight for over four days.

gford 1 58 IR ST G@RT FI1AT 34T U Sgreqey 9 o1 ffer, fowe ax et @ srs
& AT TR o HelT el

The police recovered a laptop, four phones, and the weapon from the accused
students’ houses.

gierE o T Jueid, IR Alarsd Bie AR &R 3Tt & R’E @ Stsd 6o

Digital Evidence and Police Findings

fforee wrer 3R gfaw i s

A senior police officer stated that the accused students showed no remorse.

% aRes gferd AfsRY & aar & 3R erEt 7 F1$ goarar 7@t o)

The social media group had detailed discussions about the nunchaku and the clash
plan.

mﬁmm%mgwﬁmmmﬁmﬁawﬁw#ﬁgéﬁl

The police believe the messages indicate a rising criminal trend among
adolescents.

g & 3eTaR, ¥ waer freRY & aget smarfaes wgfa Y quia &

P. Jayesh, a professional karate trainer, mentioned that nunchaku is banned in
several countries but not in India.
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He warned that untrained use of nunchaku could lead to dangerous and
unpredictable outcomes.

3egiel darae & o Rer afRYator & deag 1 39T Waters 3R et Rk &
T ¢

Igbal’s concerns about the probe

ShdTel Y ST &Y AT f=dT

Igbal, Shahabaz’s father, expressed concerns that one of the main accused is a
policeman’s son, and some others belong to politically influential families.

gt & T, gwara, o Riar s 6 7ea IRt # @ o glomsddt s aer g, ik
F e Toeiticrs T § FoTaer TRart & g3 &

The police have charged the accused under multiple sections of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023.

qierg o RIS & el AT #1T §RRaT (BNS), 2023 HT F8 4RI & g Ao
gof frar gl

The sections include:

103(1) - Murder

118(2) - Causing grievous hurt using dangerous weapons

126(2) - Wrongful restraint

189(2) - Unlawful assembly

191(2) - Rioting

190 - Every member of unlawful assembly guilty of offense committed in
prosecution of common object

o gferd o AT oY &Ry 103(1) (F), 118(2) (TaleTa g RAART ¥ #fiX 9
YgETT), 126(2) (ed aF { QhaT), 189(2) (ARFTgelt Fo), 191(2) (E3m) 3R 190
(AeTerstt o & weft Weww Iy & fw ) & dgd AFCT & fRAT

The police have also reached out to Meta and other social media platforms to collect
further evidence.

giord o Aer 3 3 wverer A3 cewird @ 3R a9g e & v aud g

O O O O O O

A recurring phenomenon
IR-R gl aTell g1
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Some local traders revealed that students from the two schools (7 km apart) have
been fighting for years over sports and cultural programs.

$O T SAMRET o T & QX el & & (G 7 Fat T 8) Rea s ata @a
3R wiFHfaF FRFA F AHT IS W §

These fights are so common that locals call them ‘Friday Thallumala’, meaning an act
of revenge.

A SIS S 3T §1 1T & of TAATT AT S8 WI9S YeefATeT (Fael Y oA3T5) el ¢ |

A few months ago, local traders had requested police intervention to stop these
weekly fights.

TO AL g, TUT STl & go7 |redifges 1erst 1 Uhat & fAT gfaw § geaaiy
e T Y o |

Impact on schools and students

THel AR BTE W) g

The incident has deeply affected both schools, their students and teachers.

Ig TcT BXAl THall, 3% BTl X RAaThi FY M0 F yoniaa w @ ¢

Mohammed Basheer, headmaster of the Government Vocational Higher
Secondary School, Thamarassery, was emotional as all six accused students
belong to his school.

TFAAC ArhAAS TR s THeT, FARTAY & JuTar=d, AgrAg a2k, H1gH g1 1w
FZifeh FIRTFaR waft &% o1 3% Tha F 2

He said, "Our school was performing well. Now, everything is shaken."
3egiel hel, " FHRT THel BT TGNl FT 6T U1, Afhat 3« gago e v g

At Muhammedali Jauhar Higher Secondary School, Elettil, students are mourning
Shahabaz’s death and struggling to focus on exams.

HEFAE ol e gTIX Vs e, TaAfee # o1 Agarsr At Ald o aF 71 3@ ¢ 3R
TdieT W &t Hod F 7 FoaAT$ AgqH FX W@ &

One student said, "Shahabaz was a tech-savvy student.”
Uh O o ShgT, " AGATST deheileh) 7 F BIRAR 1= 41"

Another said, "He was athletic and played in the school football team."

Teh 3 OTF o &hel, "q¢ Wal H TiHT A7 3 THer Feaiar a7 F1 Rewr an”

Two Class 10 students confirmed that Shahabaz was never part of any gang and
never got into trouble.
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&Y &1 10 & B o e 1 & ergarer wit frelt g =1 R a7t am 3ie st et
YA 3 78T I37 AT

Counseling and Concerns for the Future

F3ETAT 3R HfasT ' AT Raw

e« J. Mini, headmistress of the school, said they have arranged counseling sessions
to help students cope with trauma.

. ol Ter i geremeATieE, @ ST i BTE) F AT § 39§ Aeg F v
Fr3afelr @9 3T fhe e §)

e She warned that there are increasing deviant behaviors among students, making it
difficult for teachers to handle.

3ogIel IATdeT &I foh BT # AT SYagR 96 8T &, orad a7 & fow 33 FeTeren
ARFT BT B

e She urged stronger interventions to address rising cases of substance abuse and
violence among teenagers.

3egiel dgd areftel gerat & gEuaer A fraRt 7 Fgd e @ fAues & fov Aeqg
TEAAT Y T TdATS |

Students Allowed to Write Exams Amid Protests

SrET 1 gdaTT & A erAfa, e yeeter s

e The students involved in the incident were shifted to a government observation
home in Kozhikode and were allowed to write the Secondary School Leaving
Certificate (SSLC) exam.

gl # fAe Sl I sz & TER adda1or 7[5 7 ar a7 3R aFs8 wqa Afder
wfefhae (SSLC) afiet & i aqrfa & arg|

e This decision led to protests by students’ organizations.

= thiel o [T ST W1 of TAer ygeia fomam|

+ Igbal, Shahabaz’s father, was furious with the Education Department, stating that a
special exam center with police protection should not have been set up inside the
observation home.

ergaTer & R, swarer, Rraw Rrsmr & ARTer & 3R 37eieT et o gfore geam & wry R
q1aTT Fg; TARTOT T8 o e AE! STl SleAT IRV T

e He found it humiliating that the accused students wrote their exams comfortably
while his son, who was also supposed to write the SSLC exam, was being buried.
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3¢ Tg HTATASTAS o[l foh T 3% 9¢ FT AT FEHR fHAT ST @7 4T, 99 IR S
HRTA F =0T qAeTT S W A

Betrayal by a Close Friend
ST GREeT T TEERT

o Igbal was shocked to learn that one of Shahabaz’s former close friends was
involved in the assault.

Sehallel T TG FICHT oldTT STel Iog Tl Tl foh AGHATS HT T AT Hal AT 59 gH el A
enfaer 4|

e The two had studied together for seven years, shared meals, and had even visited
each other’'s homes before moving to different schools after Class 8.

Il & | AT I U AT 9eT$ 1 oY, Trer & WiaAr @R 2, 3R F81T1 8 & a16 7el3T-37eleT
TRl A AT ¥ Ug TH-g@Y & & & oft 1w &

o Class photos recovered by the police supported Igbal’s claim.

Yfoe GaRT SeAE Y I FaT FY TEERK o Fehellel & &I I IS H |

Police Stand and Legal Investigation

gfers 1 3@ 3R Feget s

o District Police Chief (Kozhikode rural), K.E. Baiju, stated that the police have taken
all possible legal actions as part of their investigation.

foren gfow v (Fisfeis awefion), .5, 39, 7 e o gfem & sroelt s & dea aah
FTeA FEH 30TT |

 He mentioned that students' right to write exams cannot be curtailed, as it would be
unconstitutional.

3ogial gl o BEY & gHeT ¢ & ARFR FY AFHT ALT ST AhdT, FifH IJg FTdafas
grem|

e The police will investigate further to track down everyone involved in the conspiracy.

Qe AT ST XA Alieh wgda A enfAer weft aart o1 o S S ||

e The Juvenile Justice Board member, Mohan Kumar, stated that the trial will begin
immediately after the final police report is submitted.

TS STTECH WS F TGET, Aol FAR, o g T 3rfaer gfow RorE s g & Ferean
& R STear |
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e He added that since the accused are minors, all legal procedures have been followed,
and they can apply for bail under existing laws.

3egiat Ig off gt o it 3R aanferer 8, safow Haf wefaAY afthanait 1 arerer fma
7 ¥ 3R 3 AT & T e W qHA &

Disturbing Trends Among Juveniles
ATttt 7 gt IraifeE ygfoar

o ‘Kaval’, a programme by the Department of Women and Child Development in
collaboration with NIMHANS, Bengaluru, works on rehabilitating juvenile offenders.

FHaer, S AT v arer R AT 31 NIMHANS, 3973 gaRT Heiold g, ArarferT
It & qeaTe o 1 AT

e Between April 2023 and March 2024, 2,274 children (aged 14-18) attended
counseling sessions.

3T 2023 T AT 2024 & T, 2,274 (14-18 T F) <4 o F3ATAT FAT & 11 form|

e Among them:

o 100 children were involved in attempted murder cases.

o 800 were booked under the POCSO Act, 2012.

o 1,600 were from rural areas, and 1,750 came from families below the
poverty line.

o 100 9= g1 & YITH ATHT & fAer &
o 800 §=at 9T POCSO IARAIA, 2012 & dgd ATHS &of [T 17|
o 1,600 s=& areYor &= ' &, 31 1,750 ) Y@ @ A F qRari ¥

e Only 296 students were found to have behavioral issues.

hadl 296 BHET H c¥TgR Tat YATIT I7$ IS |

Need for a Multi-Dimensional Approach

a'g-aamm’r TieHIoT Y AT THAT

e Dr. P.N. Suresh Kumar, a psychiatrist, stated that unrestricted exposure to violence
in films and social media affects the brain’s frontal lobe, impacting thoughts,
movements, and social skills.

FAfafFca® st .o, FYr FAR A et fon Reent sl wrerer Az F o i sehifda
TgT ARCTSH & hee dild B YeTad ALl ¢, fSEw e, fem-gom 3k amafos slere
T 3T IS8
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He recommended screening adolescents with behavioral issues and involving the
Health Department in school programs.

3rgiel cqaeR Watl FHEATHT arer fReiRY #r ST Fa N Ty faemer #t Tqe FrAwAL
# anfirer Fx 1 RAwTier

An Education Department official said discussions are ongoing to form a State-level
intervention module to prevent such incidents.

e AT F v FARF 7 Farar & ¥ gt F A5 F AT TsT-5ad9 gFaav
ATSS qaret 92 =T Il W B

Kerala is also trying to strengthen existing projects, such as ‘Our Responsibility to
Children’ and ‘Student Police Cadets’.

el 'Our Responsibility to Children’ 3iR 'Student Police Cadets' Si€T Hisar
IRATSTATHT Y AT FIA T T F G 8

A meeting with school heads will be conducted before the next academic year to
finalize the action plan.

3Tt AT a9 @ vger Ther wopE! Y doF RN T ST, Aifes R D
3ifoer v o s a6 |

Family’s Demand for Justice

qRER Y == Y AT

Shahabaz’s uncle, Mujeeb Rahman, recalled how Shahabaz loved electronics and
would often ask for money for his projects.

AESTST & °THT, FAia TG, ﬁmﬁmﬁwmaﬁg@aﬁﬁwaa@aﬁ*maﬁﬁ?
HFT 39 Notered & forw 3 Fxverar am|

Another uncle, Najeeb, stated that the family would meet the Chief Minister and
senior police officers to demand the arrest of everyone responsible.

TF e 9T, Foha, o gl foh IRaR s 3k afes gfow sfteiat & e aeh
ST Fr RARFar i #7Er FIEm|

He added, “No parent should have to go through the trauma of losing their child
like this.”

3ogiet shgT, " fFEY sft ATAT-RaT Y 3r9ar T Y 37 g Y AT 1 <& 7E Wgow TRWI”

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)
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1.Rajnath Singh Interacts with Women Crew of INSV Tarini

TSIy &g o rSvATHdr arRol i AfgeT g & ara=hia $r
2. Ladki Bahin Yojana: ¥17,500 Cr. Disbursed to 2.38 Crore
Women

TS afeeT I 17,500 3 &Y UMY 2.38 F18 Afgarst &1
faafia
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Rajnath Singh
interacts with
women crew
of INSV Tarini

[PCs |
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

On the eve of International
Women’s Day, Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh on Fri-
day, via videoconference,
interacted with the two
women Naval officers — Lt.
Cdr. Dilna K and Lt. Cdr.
Roopa A - undertaking
global circumnavigation in
sailing vessel INSV Tarini
under Navika Sagar Parik-
rama II.

“During the interaction,
the Defence Minister laud-
ed the courage, dedica-
tion, and resilience of the
NSP-II crew, who have em-
barked on this challenging
voyage as part of India’s
continued efforts to show-
case Nari Shakti in high-en-
durance missions,” the Na-
vy said in a statement. He
congratulated the crew for
the remarkable milestones
of crossing Point Nemo —
the world’s most isolated
waters — and sailing
through the Drake Passage,
one of the most treacher-
ous water bodies, it stated.

The Minister reaffirmed
the government’s commit-
ment to expanding oppor-
tunities for women in the
defence sector, it added.
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Rajnath Singh Interacts with Women Crew of INSV
Tarini

TSy &g o gvaAvad! Aol Y #Afger gor & sradia
&Y

On the eve of International Women’s Day, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh interacted via videoconference with two
women Naval officers undertaking global circumnavigation
in INSV Tarini under Navika Sagar Parikrama Il.

e Afgar fGaw i qF wear @¥, e #H verery R A
A3 FIFH AT & ATEYH W MSTTvHdT arReft o3 Afawr IR
IReFAT || F ded dRa®w aRsraAvr #3 W@ & Afger std« Rt
q qrerdie $

e The two officers, Lt. Cdr. Dilna K and Lt. Cdr. Roopa A, are sailing across
the world showcasing Nari Shakti in high-endurance missions.

ar A, Affede FATET Raar & 3R dfFede FaArst w1 v, faea 1 qogd I
@ 8, o ardy afFa =1 Qefeifers st F vefdia frar smwr i

Defence Minister’s Appreciation
&I FAY Y \AIEAT

e Rajnath Singh praised the courage, dedication, and resilience of the NSP-II
crew, calling it a remarkable journey.

I FHE oF TATH-1| Eof T AW, FHYOT 3 Tear 1 TRET $r 3R 58 v
Sed W I ITAT ST

e He congratulated the crew for achieving significant milestones like:

3ogie] &l B §eT AGcaYUT STaTeudl & forw qems &
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o Crossing Point Nemo, the world’s most isolated waters.
TETEE AAT IR FI & fAw, ST gferam 7 qad gus S A7 ¢ |

o Sailing through the Drake Passage, one of the most treacherous water
bodies.

3% ST IR FA & fAT, S gfan i ga@ gt sraurnsd § v

Government’s Commitment to Women in Defence

&1 &1 7 Afgansit & fov WER it yfdequar

Ladki Bahin Yojana:

17,500 cr.

disbursed

to 2.38 crore women

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit

The Maharashtra govern-
ment disbursed 17,500
crore to 2.38 crore women
under the Majhi Ladki Ba-
hin Yojana till December
2024, stated the Economic
Survey tabled in the State
Assembly on Friday.

“The State launched the
Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki
Bahin Yojana in June 2024
with the objective of pro-
moting rehabilitation, eco-
nomic development, and
empowerment of women
and girls in the 21 to 65 age
group. Under this scheme,
financial aid of 17,505.90
crore was provided to 2.38
crore women beneficiaries
up to December 2024,” the
Economic Survey stated.

Through disbursement
of monthly aid of 1,500,
the scheme intends to reh-
abilitate women economi-
cally and socially to make
them self-reliant, promote
empowerment, and im-
prove the health and nutri-
tional status of the women
and children dependent
on them, the report stated.

The details come amid
criticism that the scheme
was introduced by the rul-
ing Mahayuti for electoral
gain ahead of last year’s As-
sembly election and a dip
in the number of eligible

The Economic Survey was
tabled in the Maharashtra
Assembly on Friday. FILE PHOTO

beneficiaries in the State.
The Economic Survey
stated that the allocation
for the gender budget was
increased. “The share of
the gender budget in the
total State budget was 3.1%
in 202324 and 3.3% in
2024-25,” it stated. In 2023-
24, the allocation was
320,391 crore, which in-
creased marginally to
21,951 crore in 2024-25.

Dip in expenditure

However, expenditure on
certain  women-specific
schemes in the State saw a
dip. For example, expendi-
ture on women shelter
homes, government wo-
men hostels, and protec-
tive homes recorded a
drop from 15.31 crore in
2023-24 to 39.82 crore in
2024-25 (up to December
2024). Beneficiaries also
dipped from 6,654 in 2023-
24 to 4,527 in 2024-25.

The Defence Minister reaffirmed the government’s commitment to expanding

opportunities for women in the defence sector.

T&TT FHAY o T8I &3F A ARATHT F T 3awi & [{EaR & 9fqd TR 6
RIECURICRE]

Ladki Bahin Yojana: 17,500 Cr. Disbursed to
2.38 Crore Women

TS FfgeT AT 17,500 FU3 Y URY 2.38 F3
Afgamat # fAaRa

. The Maharashtra government disbursed ¥17,500
crore under the Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana till
December 2024, benefiting 2.38 crore women.

FAERISE AIFHR o faHaY 2024 d% 'AT Arz<hr IRt Jrar
& ded 17,500 #013 faaRa e, ad 2.38 s Afgaw
T g

. The scheme was launched in June 2024 to promote
rehabilitation, economic development, and empowerment of women
aged 21 to 65 years.

IE TSTeT ST 2024 H Y& HY 78 ofY, Torarehr 3eged 21 & 65 a¥ At Afgenat

& qorary, e R 3 weafFasor #Y qgrar &= 47|

e A financial aid of ¥1,500 per month is provided to help women become self-reliant,
improve their health and nutrition, and support their children.
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d<al T AT S F e ufa A 21,500 i T geraar & st 21

Criticism and Budget Allocation

=T 3R d9ie 3rde

The scheme has been criticized as an electoral move by the ruling Mahayuti alliance
ahead of the Assembly elections.

S TS T ITATAT A oY ST GART FAUTAHHT TeATal | Tgel Ueh ToATall Fedd & T
A g

The Economic Survey stated that the gender budget share in the State budget
increased from 3.1% in 2023-24 to 3.3% in 2024-25.

ITEF TIETT & HTAR, AT F Fof T A AN Fore HT REAGR 2023-24 H#3.1% &

TEHT 2024-25 7 3.3% @ TS|

The gender budget allocation was ¥20,391 crore in 2023-24, which marginally
increased to 21,951 crore in 2024-25.

AffrF a7 1 3MaeeT 2023-24 # €20,391 FAF AT, ST 2024-25 F AR qgF €21,951
U3 & T

Dip in Women-Specific Expenditure

Afgen-RAfRArse It & @< & PREe

Expenditure on women’s shelter homes, government hostels, and protective
homes declined from ¥15.31 crore in 2023-24 to ¥9.82 crore in 2024-25 (till
December 2024).

ATET AT I[E, THR ARFAT gieee IR GRatlcAs g1 W @ 2023-24 # T15.31 FU3
¥ g 2024-25 (RAET 2024 aF) & ¥9.82 F5 I§ 4T

The number of beneficiaries in these schemes dropped from 6,654 in 2023-24 to
4,527 in 2024-25.

goT AT=T131T & it iy §=ar 2023-24 H 6,654  gEHT 2024-25 H 4,527 @ A
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