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4. Long roots: Entrenched patriarchal biases must be erased
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Kerala man on visiting visa to

Jordan Kkilled in Army firing

|GS Paper I: World Geography |

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala police on Sun-
day confirmed the death
of a man from the State in
firing by the Jordan Army
in February-end. They
identified the deceased as
Thomas Gabriel Periera, a
resident of Rajiv Gandhi
Nagar, within the Thumpa
Police Station limits from
Thiruvananthapuram.

Periera’s neighbour and
travel companion, Edison,
was injured in the firing.

The police said Periera
was part of a four-member
group on a visiting visa to
Jordan, possibly to scout
for jobs.

Kerala man on visiting visato Jordan killed in Army firing

ST & AR T T T ST & AT Y AT Y A 3

Ala

Kerala police on Sunday confirmed the death of a man from the state

Jordanian security
forces opened fire
on four-member
group when it
tried to enter Israel
near the border

The police are investi-
gating whether any fly-by-
night recruitment agency
had facilitated their travel.

Pradeep Kumar, Atta-
ché, Embassy of India, Jor-
dan, confirmed Periera’s
death in a communiqué to
the External Affairs Minis-
try on February 28.

Periera’s family and the
Kerala government have
received a copy of the

communication. Mr. Ku-
mar wrote that the Jorda-
nian  security forces
opened fire on the four-
member group when it
tried to enter Israel near
the border of Karak
district.

The communiqué said
the security forces warned
the group to desist from
entering Israel. The secur-
ity forces opened fire
when they failed to comp-
ly. “One bullet hit Mr. Tho-
mas in his head,” the com-
muniqué said.

Indian Embassy offi-
cials visited the hospital
where Periera’s mortal re-
mains were kept for tran-
sport to India.

in Jordan Army firing at the end of February.

T I F MATR HY gie 1 6 Ll F id & 1S Fa1 1 Melarly &

ST & T gfed i #AlT g 7|
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The deceased was identified as Thomas Gabriel Periera, a resident of Rajiv Gandhi
Nagar, Thiruvananthapuram, under the Thumpa Police Station limits.

#d SATF &Y TgdleT AT AT R F 79 7 g8, S fAeaeia g & Teita aeh TR F
foraret & 3% gur gferw weeue &1 & 3iadtd ama

Periera’s neighbour and travel companion, Edison, was injured in the firing.

T F T 31T I @), ofee, aeey & gy g v

Group’s travel and job search possibility
AT g 3R AlF Ay qerer A wrgen

Periera was part of a four-member group that had traveled to Jordan on a visiting
visa, possibly to scout for jobs.

TR IR-HEEAT TAg F1 REqT &, S w@araa: At H qarer & R dar o dtse e
O

The police are investigating whether a fly-by-night recruitment agency had
facilitated their travel.

gfer ST T T8 8 o T I 3raer srclf Tl Seteht AT T i vereT a3 T |

Indian Embassy’s confirmation and official communication

AT garare i gfte 3tk anfareRe e

Pradeep Kumar, Attaché, Embassy of India, Jordan, confirmed Periera’s death in a
communiqué to the Ministry of External Affairs on February 28.

Y& FAR, Y, HRAT GaTary, Siset, o 28 HIE HI FAer HATery Ft A 0 97 7 7
1 3t $r gfee A

Periera’s family and the Kerala government have received a copy of the official
communication.

R & IRAR AT 37T THR F 38 AR 77 i v 9fey 9wt g8 21

Incident at the Israel-Jordan border
SIS ol-SA TS AT 9T "I

The Jordanian security forces opened fire on the four-member group when they tried
to enter Israel near Karak district.

ST T & Tl F ATelt TATS 519 Ig TR-HeE AT HHE FUF ford F I 0 H Faer
FTaT FY HIFRALr HT T A>T

The communiqué mentioned that security forces warned the group to stop.
3R O & Soo@ fohaT 12T foh FR&T Tl ¥ WHE Y Thal Y Adraa & oY

When they failed to comply, the security forces opened fire, hitting Thomas Periera
in the head.
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Indian Embassy’s response

HRAT gerare $r gfafswar

e Indian Embassy officials visited the hospital where Periera’s mortal remains were
kept for transport to India.

HRAT garary & AFfwRAT F sreqarer 1 gRT faram, ST8T I & oE ! 4R & 9 & faw
TE@T 147 47|

Days of prayer

Month of fasting: People praying at the Grand Mosque of old city in Srinagar on the first day of the month of Ramzan. IMRAN NISSAR

[GS Paper I: History |

Ramadan

e Ramadan (also spelled Ramzan) is the ninth month of the Islamic lunar calendar
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e ltis considered the holiest month in Islam because it is believed that during this time,
the first verses of the Quran were revealed to Prophet Muhammad by Angel
Jibreel (Gabriel).

Historical Background

v Quranic Revelation: According to Islamic belief, the first revelation of the Quran
occurred during Laylat al-Qadr (Night of Power), which falls in the last ten nights of
Ramadan.

v Institution of Fasting: In the second year of Hijrah (624 CE), fasting in Ramadan was
officially made mandatory (Fard) for all adult Muslims through divine command.

v Battle of Badr (624 CE): One of the most significant battles in Islamic history, the Battle of
Badr, took place during Ramadan. Despite fasting, the early Muslim army achieved victory
against the Quraysh of Mecca.

v Conquest of Mecca (630 CE): The Prophet Muhammad and his followers entered Mecca
peacefully during Ramadan, marking a significant moment in Islamic history.

Key Practices During Ramadan

v Fasting (Sawm): Muslims abstain from food, drink, smoking, and marital relations
from dawn (Fajr) to sunset (Maghrib).

v Taraweeh Prayers: Special nightly prayers (Taraweeh) are performed at mosques.

v Recitation of the Quran: Many Muslims aim to complete the entire Quran during the
month.

v Charity (Zakat & Sadaqah): Giving to the poor and needy is highly encouraged.

v Eid-ul-Fitr: The end of Ramadan is marked by the festival of Eid-ul-Fitr, a day of
celebration, prayers, and feasting.
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Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

A video posted by the Rail-
way Protection Force (RPF)
of one of its women consta-
bles performing her duty
while carrying her one-
year-old infant at the New
Delhi Railway Station
(NDLS) has triggered calls
from activists and lawyers
for “more inclusive work-
spaces for women”.

The video of RPF con-
stable Reena was from the
day after a stampede at the
railway station claimed the
lives of 18 people and left
many injured.

Raising concerns

Although the RPF called
the constable “a warrior”
in a X post, many social
media users termed it “in-
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Acreche at the railway headquarters on Raisina Road; screengrab of a
video of a constable patrolling with her infant. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

humane”, echoing the acti-
vists’ sentiment.

Posted at a checkpoint
at NDLS, Geeta (name
changed upon request), an
RPF constable, said she is
often on the verge of quit-
ting her job, constantly
torn between taking care
of her two children — aged
one and three — and exe-

cuting her duty. She high-
lighted the long working
hours she is forced to put
in — a 12-hour shift from 11
a.m. to 11 p.m.

“We have long working
hours and sometimes are
called for duty on our day
off. I have to request my in-
laws to take care of my chil-
dren. Since there are no

creche facilities at the sta-
tion, I cannot bring them
to work,” she said.

A source in the RPF said
the personnel have to work
long hours in case of emer-
gencies. “After the stam-
pede, we had 12-hour shifts
for a few days. Usually,
there are three eight-hour
shifts,” the source told The
Hindu.

Railway creche facility
A railway official said leav-
ing children at a creche in
the railway headquarters
on Raisina Road, 2.5 km
from NDLS, could be a
solution.

“We have a creche facili-
ty at the railway headquar-
ters. Working mothers can
leave their infants here.
Other department officials
help take care of the chil-

dren,” the official said, ad-
ding, the creche is opera-
tional from early morning
till around 6 p.m.

For several mothers
working in the security
forces, variable shift tim-
ings and long working
hours become roadblocks
to avail of the creche
facilities.

A police officer in Delhi,
Madhu (name changed to
protect identity), said she
leaves her one-year-old
child with her in-laws. “I
have heard of creches in
some stations, but since we
are in the security unit, we
do not have that option.”

Put in a similar situa-
tion, two women person-
nel of the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF), origi-
nally from Madhya Pra-
desh and Bihar, are work-

ing in Delhi away from
their kids. They had to
leave their children back in
their respective States gi-
ven the nature of their job.

‘Unsafe option’
“Bringing our children to
work is an unsafe option
because we are posted in
areas like Manipur and Sri-
nagar for so many
months,” one of the CRPF
officers ruefully said.
According to the De-
partment of Women and
Child Development, there
are 93 creches in Delhi. Ho-
wever, some are open till 2
p.m. and the rest close by 4

p.m.

While Delhi also has
10,897 anganwadis, only
children over the age of
three are eligible for pres-
chool education.

Long hours and no childcare space, rue working mothers

o F g AR ArgesHAT YAt Hr FH F qeTeT FTHFTA

o

A video posted by the Railway Protection Force (RPF) showed a
woman constable performing duty while carrying her one-year-old
infant at New Delhi Railway Station (NDLS).

VoI & del (RPF) GaRT 9 T 77 war dif3a) & v Afgen wieea
7§ fereelt Yerd T (NDLS) W 3r9a Uah W1l & e & A1y 348 3t g0

fe@rT aram|

e The video, from the day after a stampede at NDLS that killed 18 people, has
triggered calls for more inclusive workspaces for women.

TE NS 7§ fereelt Terd Teeret o1 #7ell 81916 & 3Tel et 1 §, Foraat 18 ot o At g8
| s Afgensi F fav 31fAs gaTaef FRTTET FT ART FF e AT

Concerns raised over working conditions

FAFST IRIEYTAAT W fRrar saerg Y 18

e The RPF called the constable ‘a warrior’ in a post on X (formerly Twitter).

RPF @ AT FIeeae 1 AeUr F37 31 X (q@ 7 gfaex) W aiee B
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o However, many social media users criticized it as ‘inhumane,’ echoing the concerns
of activists and lawyers.

gTeliteh, F Aerer ABAT ITATFAT3T o & AR Tar=T, S FrAFani 3 ghrat Hir
Riarst & AT @Ear §

Challenges faced by working mothers in RPF

RPF & FTHSTST AT & FATIIT

e Geeta (name changed), an RPF constable at NDLS, said she is constantly torn
between work and caring for her children (aged one and three).

T (S&IT §3HT A1), ST NDLS T RPF HREEHe §, o1 el o Ig 37Tl At 30T 377 T
3R et e & seal Fr @t F fra TET HICA

e Sheis forced to work a 12-hour shift from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. and sometimes has to
report on off days.

3¢ GAE 11 91 F TA 11 T aF 12 G A RAve FTl agclt @ 30 wah-eh gedt & foer
#ft eI ST 1

e Since there are no créche facilities at the station, she has to request her in-laws to
take care of her children.

e FEAA T FI§ AFesHIN JIAUT AFT ¢, ST 3¢ 9o T ATl & el
SGHTS FIA FT N FIAT 95T ¢ |

Railway creche facility and its limitations

Yerd #r Trgesdan giaem i 3w dare

e A railway official suggested that working mothers can leave their children at a
creche in the railway headquarters on Raisina Road, 2.5 km from NDLS.

T Yerd FAFR & FoAra fm o sprdAeprei AT NDLS @ 2.5 fanadt g3 wradfien O e
Yod AEATAT H 379 Fd Y 813 el 8

e However, the créche operates only till 6 p.m., making it difficult for mothers working
late or in rotating shifts.

glelifeh, Ig ATSe5H3T GRAUT Fael ATH 6 T dF Gell W o, TSI I 7 FIA FIA arelt
7 RAIFE Teeret arell AT F forw gaEam e 21

Challenges for women in security forces

gmasﬁﬁn%maﬁaﬁrgﬂ’lﬁﬁ

¢ Madhu (name changed), a Delhi police officer, said she leaves her one-year-old
child with her in-laws as she does not have access to a créche.
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Y (el g3 A1), el gfere i v HTAHRY, =¥ el o g 39 T ATl & e Y
FH ATl & I SISt § FiTeh SoTeh ITH UTSeseh3N FIaem =1gl ¢

e Two CRPF women personnel from Madhya Pradesh and Bihar, working in Delhi,
had to leave their children back in their home states.

AT g3 3N R Y @Y mRdve AT sae, st e & FRRa &, ) 319t q=at &1
39 I[E AAT 7 BISAT I37I

e One CRPF officer posted in conflict zones like Manipur and Srinagar said bringing
children to work is an unsafe option.

AT 3R Ao S Fed 4= A A v Wi sifwdY 2w % gt F e w
e IrgRferT ey gl

Lack of adequate creche facilities in Delhi

fereelt & sraafea argeshar glaund

e According to the Department of Women and Child Development, there are 93
créches in Delhi.

Afe 3 aTer R Rrsmr & 37AR, ool 7 93 argesdan Fx §

e However, some close by 2 p.m. and others by 4 p.m., making them unsuitable for
women with long or late-hour shifts.

glelifeh, o ST 2 Tt 3R 3T 4 99 9 &Y 1 @, FoTd o et A7 &3 ey oy Ryore & vy
FI arelt ARt & v st & s #

e Delhi has 10,897 Anganwadis, but only children above the age of three are eligible
for preschool education.

feeelr 31 10,897 3MIreTard) &g &, AfFeT o et a8 ¥ 3170F 37 & 729 & -z
e & fow ara g1
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The student and the three language debate

GS Paper I: Societ

1 the rhetoric of partisan politics

surrounding the three language formula,

unsurprisingly, the most important

stakeholder has been forgotten: the

student. . /&

First, it is the child who goes to a public
(government) school, and no one else, who
should be at the very centre of this debate.
Students in public schools form about 55% of the
school enrolment in Tamil Nadu. Children in
private schools (largely from the upper class)
increasingly rely on supplemental learning
beyond school hours, i.e., coaching or tuition
classes, which a public school student cannot
afford. The critical question is this: is learning
three (instead of two) languages essential to
enable a child from a public school to compete
with other more privileged candidates in the job
market and become a productive, value-adding
citizen?

Second, while the National Education Policy
(NEP) is path-breaking on many accounts, there
are a few provisions that ignore the ground
realities of public education in India, especially at
the primary and secondary levels. The three
language formula is one such issue.

R. Seshasayee

is a corporate director
and author

A problematic hypothesis

The NEP declares that the compulsory learning of
three languages is intended to improve the
cognitive ability of students, enable mobility for
employment and promote national integration.
This very hypothesis is a problematic one.

Language is a necessary tool for acquiring
knowledge and for communication. However,
with the breathtaking progress in technology,
particularly Artificial Intelligence, language
proficiency itself will gradually lose its
significance as a tool for knowledge acquisition.
You could post your query in any language, in say
Google Gemini (even children in a public school
will hopefully soon have access either through a
smart classroom or a smartphone), and get an
answer instantly.

In the years ahead, this access will only get
cheaper and better. There is of course
indisputable evidence linking language skills with
cognitive abilities, but none which establishes
that proficiency in more languages will
proportionately improve cognitive abilities. In
fact, research suggests quite the contrary — that a
strong foundation in a child’s mother tongue is
essential before introducing additional
language(s).

A third language will certainly enable better
communication with the community that speaks
that language. But that is a choice that most
adults make as a part of the profession they
choose. Tamil ‘thambis’ quickly learn Hindi when

There is no
academic merit
in thrusting a
third language
on students;
there could be
a risk of raising
a generation
that is
handicapped to
compete
nationally

they join the Indian Army and thrive famously.
Tamilian salesmen speak flawless Marathi when
they sell their wares in Maharashtra.

Third, the state of primary education is
pathetic, nationally and in Tamil Nadu, as
highlighted in the Annual Status of Education
Report (ASER) Survey 2024. Despite some good
initiatives in recent times, 88% of class three
students in Tamil Nadu still lack basic literacy
proficiency.

The challenge is even greater with the second
language, English. Many top-scoring students,
even from English-medium public schools,
struggle to adapt when transitioning to
English-medium instruction in college,
particularly in professional courses, because in
the school, they are taught in Tamil, not in
English.

Focus on teaching and learning

The response to the shocking state of quality in
primary (and carried forward to secondary and
higher secondary) education is to massively
improve teaching quality and learning outcomes,
and not to add one more language. There is a
finite time available at school to ‘cover” all
subjects. With acquisition of knowledge getting
easier and quicker through technology, education
should increasingly focus on developing
attributes such as curiosity, critical thinking and
creativity, which are critical to success in the 21st
century. There is a need to provide more time
and space in the curriculum for inculcating these
traits, rather than thrusting a third language.
‘Within this finite time, it is important to enable
deeper learning than wider learning.

Fourth, it is not clear how public schools
would be able to find adequate and competent
teachers for a third language, even assuming that
every parent chooses Hindi and not a variety of
other languages. There is every reason to fear the
quality of teachers leading to inferior learning.
Despite Tamil Nadu having one of the highest
per-child education budgets in the country,
80%-90% of the budget is spent on teacher
salaries, while infrastructure suffers. The cost of
having third language teachers could eat into the
funds available for infrastructure.

Language is a great anchor of cultural values.
National unity is indeed a foundational value, and
the Constitution provides for the propagation of
Hindi. While a common language is desirable, it
would be at the tail end of cultural initiatives to
promote unity. A spirit of respect for other
cultures and a shared sense of history should be
an integral part of learning. A third language is
neither the only nor a superior way to inculcate
these values.

That said, education should lead to a choice of

The student and the three-language debate

oF 3 disq-9mr Rae

gainful employment opportunities. So long as
opportunities for public school students are
available within the State, either from
government, private enterprise or self
employment (the case thus far), the need for a
third language may not be critical. However, the
system outcomes must facilitate wider choices for
students from Tamil Nadu to compete for the best
educational and employment opportunities,
nationally and even globally.

So long as English continues to be an official
language in examinations for central services, the
defence services and the judiciary, students from
Tamil Nadu should be able to compete at a
national level, as they have done successfully for
several decades. Better teaching/learning of
English would improve their competitiveness in
the world, which is increasingly looking for
English-literate service providers.

The politics and the student

So, what is the way forward? There are two
dimensions to this problem: politico-cultural and
child development.

The right or wrong of the ruling party’s politics
on the issue is not the subject of this article. But it
is important to acknowledge ,from a child
development perspective, that it is a two-front
political battle, i.e., one, stopping Hindi
‘imposition” on the State; and two, fighting to
retain the robust status of English nationally. The
second is a more challenging task.

The State’s politics may not harm the future of
students, as long as English continues as an
official language at the Centre with equal force
and usage.

However, if, nationally the landscape is likely
to change with Hindi progressively replacing
English (in spirit even if not in letter because of
constitutional safeguards), the State’s politics
should factor this reality and seriously consider
insulating the child’s development from the
crossfire of political battles.

Here is a possible approach that has the
interests of the child in mind.

Since there is no academic merit in thrusting a
third language on the child, particularly at the
primary level, Hindi could be offered, as an
option as a third language from middle public
school. This could be started in schools in the
district headquarters and progressively expanded
to other schools, depending on demand, which,
in turn, will depend on the momentum of Hindi
replacing English at the national level.

Aigid political position could result in a
generation of students that is handicapped to
compete nationally. This issue should be a debate
and a discussion, and not a war that destroys the

| future of the young.

In the political debate surrounding the three-language formula, the
most important stakeholder, the student, has been forgotten.

ofIeT-TeT Bl W B T ToTellias q69 A, Had HAecdqur 9aT, ST I 3T

e = g
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The primary focus should be on children studying in public (government) schools,
as they form 55% of school enrolment in Tamil Nadu.

WA ST FHRT Fhall A Iga) dTel gedl W ghalT TR, Fifeh I affrerang & wxer
ATHTHT T 55% TFEaT &1

Private school students, mostly from upper-class backgrounds, rely on tuition and
coaching, which public school students cannot afford.

forsht Tpell & BT, S AR ) 37 791 § 31 ¥, 9 Tgea R FfRer w s e & o
TEH Tl & BT I 481 F qh |

The critical question is whether learning three languages instead of two is essential
for public school students to compete in the job market.

Heca Ul HaTel g & T T &Y & oy ofieT TaTd Haett TR Thol & BT bl YT
TR # gfaequt 3 F e snaeas ¢

Challenges in the National Education Policy (NEP)
ey e sifer (NEP) & gaifaat

The National Education Policy (NEP) is path-breaking in many aspects but ignores
the ground realities of public education in India.

TS 8T A (NEP) s AT 7 ifashrY &, ifheT s1va & avprY e v areafdsan
&Y ASTIHETST FIl B

The three-language formula is one such issue that does not align with the realities of
primary and secondary education.

ofIeT-SITST BT AT €1 Ueh Hegl &, St A 3R Area i Ram i aeafdwant @ A«
& @

The problematic hypothesis behind the three-language formula

ofIeT- 1T Bieer & NS Y TATIHS TR

The NEP claims that learning three languages will improve cognitive ability, enhance
employment opportunities, and promote national integration.

NEP &7 &raT § & T o Siws) & A &78dr 9341, TR F 3aax e, 31k
TSI THT I ggraT A9|

However, this hypothesis is problematic, as there is no strong evidence that learning
multiple languages proportionately improves cognitive ability.

gTelieh, Tg URYI AATIARRA ¢, Fifch ST I FI HIS S THIT AT § Toh s AT @t
T AT &TH AT GAT T & Ted! ¢

Research suggests that a strong foundation in the mother tongue is essential
before introducing additional languages.

T TAT § T AT Y I oA1a STefel & a1e &1 Arfafara smerd e st @
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Language and job mobility

19T 31X AT & a8

A third language can help in communication but is not a necessity for success in
most professions.

ey oTT AR A Aeg F AHd §, Afhed Ig rfAwier cyagwrat & fAw srfaard 7 &
Tamil speakers in the Indian Army quickly learn Hindi for their job.
HRAT J=1 & AR A Joh & B s aa &

Tamilian salesmen in Maharashtra learn Marathi fluently for their trade.

AERTSE A affer AoadT AVS yRvaTE €@ A § d1feh I 39T SATIR Tl o |

The state of primary education and language learning

grefaes fRrer 3 s s Y Rufa

The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) Survey 2024 highlighted the poor
state of primary education in Tamil Nadu and across India.

arfés fvam Rafa R (ASER) wdfaror 2024 o1 affeeng 3 sma # wrafas Rram i
e Rufa &1 35erR R

88% of Class 3 students in Tamil Nadu still lack basic literacy proficiency.
affreraTg & FaT 3 & 88% BT 3« ¢ giAwTel WTaRaT Flerer H FAN 2

English remains a major challenge. Even top-scoring students from English-
medium public schools struggle when transitioning to English-medium colleges.

373rsiY areft oft var @St Al 1 3rN-ATETw ARy Thal & fa TR o1 o Ficler A
3N ATETA HF gerE FI F wu¥ w1 &

Many students are taught in Tamil in schools, making it difficult to adapt to English
instruction in professional courses.

S BT T THel A AT A TG ST ¢, TTHH GeaT wrgTswat 7 33l Areasy #
3T AR BY AT B

Focus on teaching and learning

fRraTor 3T 3fOeTH UT eATeT Figd F

The solution to poor education quality in primary, secondary, and higher secondary
levels is to improve teaching quality and learning outcomes, not add another
language.

wrafae, Areafas 3 seaat Areafie Fat o T e $ qoraHr H guRs #
AT Rrator aorawr 3R rftrerer aRomst FY dga w@men €, 7 % v s smer Ssem)

School time is limited, and with technology making knowledge acquisition easier,
education should focus on curiosity, critical thinking, and creativity instead of
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pushing a third language.
TR 1 HAT AT g1 §, 3R el & ATCAR & AT 31oieT 31T &) a4 §, SHfAC

1877 Y Fr=AT4T, AT aTcAE A1 3R TEATeHS AT 9T €T 8ol I T, SoTTd JIET $ATST
T ATaT h | **

Deep learning (mastering fewer subjects well) is more valuable than wide learning
(superficial knowledge of many subjects).

et R (e Tawt 3 aten) sarae e (3 fawal &1 §efdl #A1e) ¥ 31fee Agcaqun
gl

Challenges in implementing a third language

et AT STy F hy FaAfaar

It is unclear how public schools will find enough qualified teachers for a third
language, even if all parents choose Hindi over other languages.

IE TASC AGT & o PRI Fhel A1 3197 & FAT v e et F& sereer Faeat,

s7er &1 Tl rfemTaer Y Y ey srrwIa & e A
Tamil Nadu has one of the highest per-child education budgets, but 80%-90% of
the budget is spent on teacher salaries, leaving less for infrastructure.

affareg 1 yfa o e a9e S # e 3wt 7, AT 80%-90% wsre Ryarwi & adar
# e ST ¢, Tad e e F faw et Fo a=rar 2

The cost of hiring third-language teachers could further reduce funds available for
improving school facilities.

ey straT & fRyareht Y s7eff i AT TRer GRAUTIHT F FUR F AT 3Ty T F AR FA
FT FFl ¢

Language and cultural unity

#ToT AR AERTAS T

Language plays a key role in preserving cultural values.

HTST FIEHTF Heal PY TATC 1@ H Ageaqor fAw faermeh 2

National unity is important, and the Constitution allows the promotion of Hindi.
USERT Thell Ageaqur &, 3R AR R & war A srgafa qar

However, a common language is not the only way to promote unity.

BTcli{eh, Teh FHATT HTNT &1 ThdT & IGTaT So¥ T THHATT dHT 7T &

Respect for diverse cultures and a shared sense of history should be integral to
education.

faffres wegpfaat & ufa geare 3R sfagra $r wrsht wwst Rraw w1 3@ v ger
EUY
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Employment and the need for a third language

VereR 31 ey ey Y g gwar

The priority of education should be employment opportunities.

A& Y IrIfAHaT VTR & 3T &l T1fgv]

If sufficient jobs are available within Tamil Nadu in government, private, or self-
employment sectors, the need for a third language is not critical.

3R affreang & sfar TR, sl a1 TR &t 7 wated AtsRar sveey § or el
HTST Y HTRIHAT AgeaqOr e1 ¢ |

However, the education system should enable students from Tamil Nadu to compete
nationally and globally.

glefifen, TAIET yoTTell 1 affereng & srl #t A AR IRaF Fav W afaee’ F= &

HETH 9111 91fe vl

Since English remains an official language in central exams, defence services, and
the judiciary, Tamil Nadu students should continue to excel at the national level.

<o 3t st oft e qdharait, T Fansit IR FAEIfeT i IR s a g E,
AfACITg & BT T TSET T T AHeIdl IIod FA A FaTH g1 1R

Improving English education will increase their competitiveness in a global job
market.

33t frem & guR 3¢ ARgF Al a9R & srftrew gfaewedt gemeam)

The political debate and student welfare

Tsteifas g 3R amE) 1 safasy

The issue has two key dimensions: political-cultural and child development.
TE HeaT &Y YHE Tg3t § 3T & Ut as-Aiepias AR arer R

The political debate over Hindi ‘imposition’ and English retention is ongoing.
R A 3R 3310 see T@a F dF TaEifaE gg9 IR R

The future of students will not be harmed as long as English remains a strong
official language.

I aF S U AT AAHIRS AT Foi1 W@l &, ST 1 arfasr wenfae 18 gvem

However, if Hindi gradually replaces English nationally, Tamil Nadu’s education
policy must adapt to protect students’ career prospects.

BTCAI TR, 39 ST Fex TX Y efiX-efiX 373sit 1 S1erg el &, A affrereg & e hfa &t
BTAl & FRAT F FCIAT W@ & fAw sregafora e grm|

A possible approach for language education

aTaT freTr & fore ganfad o=
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e Since there is no academic benefit in imposing a third language at the primary
level, Hindi could be offered as an optional third language from middle school.

Ifer arafie Tav 9v e s Qe F F1$ At amer A8 2, [T A v gy
¥ dFfous T & 7 7 92 foFr o1 gt §1

e This can be initially implemented in district headquarters schools and later
expanded based on demand.

S8 Ul forell & FEarerT Tl # o) fRar o adr § 3R T AT & 3R 9T 3
Tal # e fFam 9 wwar 21

e Arigid political stance on language could result in a generation of students
struggling to compete nationally.

YT IR HOR ATl $& STAT hl TS FaX IR TfaeaesT et i &7H AT & gofaaT :3

ahaT gl
e Theissue should be approached through debate and discussion, not a political
battle that harms students' future.

58 Heg 1 969 AR 9T F AreIw & g v sirar @R, o o S oo ws A
STerel SITC SiY BT & ST Y THATT Tgan’|
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|GS Paper I: Society |

Long roots

Entrenched patriarchal biases must be
erased from society, government
l f institutions are serious about rooting out

sexism, they must walk the talk. Instead of

merely celebrating the entry of more wo-
men in the workforce, they have to provide an
enabling atmosphere for those on the rolls. In a
judgment last week, the Supreme Court of India
showed its intent by declaring that with more and
more women joining judicial service, it was time
for the judiciary to be more cognisant of their
well-being at the workplace. Reinstating two wo-
men judicial officers of Madhya Pradesh who had
been sacked for “inefficiency”, despite the fact
that one of them had suffered a miscarriage, Jus-
tice B.V. Nagarathna said it was not enough to
“find comfort solely in the growing number of fe-
male judicial officers if we are unable to secure
for them a sensitive work environment.” The
judgment set aside the ouster of two civil judges,
Sarita Choudhary and Aditi Kumar Sharma, term-
ing the termination orders “punitive, arbitrary
and illegal”. That Justice Nagarathna, one of two
women judges in the Court, which has a sanc-
tioned strength of 34, had to step in, is an indica-
tion of the long and difficult fight for gender
equality, and the need for change in mindsets
and reform. In several past verdicts too, the
Court had drawn attention to gender stereotyp-
ing and discrimination against women.

In her judgment, Justice Nagarathna under-
scored the importance of having more women in
the judiciary, and this holds true of other branch-
es of the government such as the legislature and
the executive. Greater representation of women
will ensure better understanding of their needs
and lead to better policies. The freedom from dis-
crimination or equal protection of the laws dur-
ing pregnancy and maternity are precious rights
for the women workforce, she noted. Just as
motherhood brings joy, a miscarriage has a deep
psychological, physical and mental impact on
women, and the onus is on policymakers to be
aware of this and act accordingly. While gender
cannot be an excuse for poor performance, it is
incredible that the Court had to intervene to call
out a wrong on a basic issue such as maternal
rights. In doing so, the Court has also, yet again,
reminded not only those in power but also the
larger society, that age-old, entrenched patriar-
chal systems have no place in a country aspiring
to emerge as a developed economy. If women are
not provided a larger role in decision-making,
their concerns will remain invisible to policy. To
achieve that goal, education has to be accessible
to girls in a non-discriminatory manner. At work,
they must be assured of a safe and healthy envi-
ronment as a basic right and guarantee.

Long roots: Entrenched patriarchal biases
must be erased from society, government

TN S AT 3R AR T TN &S
Rqaarca® qatars! #1 e srawas

If institutions are serious about removing
sexism, they must take real action rather than
just celebrating women'’s increasing workforce
participation.

Ife GEAT? A A F Pea Y AF i &, ar
3¢ dad Afgen3il Y Tedt FRITT HENEHY F1 T2
HAT & T 3 FEH 30T gt |

. A supportive work environment is essential to ensure
women can work effectively and progress in their careers.

AT Y THTE G F FRT FIe 3R 39 FRATHA 3T Tga &
fIT A& FIEIET ITdTEaI0T 92T ¢

Supreme Court’s stance on workplace gender
equality

FRTTT W ATNF FATTAT R FHA FIE FT 79

. In arecent judgment, the Supreme Court of India
emphasized that with more women joining the judiciary, itis
time for the judiciary to ensure their well-being at work.

g1 81 A T arw v Swer A, TRl wafer #ammery o &t o (i
SaraaTfaET & 3fte AT anfae g W@ ¥ sufav e 3a%

FEEYT FEIT0T I ETT AT HTGRTF ¢

. The Court reinstated two women judicial officers from
Madhya Pradesh who were dismissed for ‘inefficiency,’” despite
one suffering a miscarriage.

TITATSIT of ALY U 1 &Y Afger a1 JARFRAT F) Jgrer far,

St 'IT&THAT & YR T TE@FT H AT 31T 41, T 397 & T o AT T FIHAT

T 9T AT

e Justice B.V. Nagarathna ruled that merely increasing the number of female judicial
officers is not enough if they do not have a supportive work environment.
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€, 519 o b 3¢ Hdgadie AR Teras FEIET ardEwor o @A

Gender equality and representation in governance

e # e gHTEear Ak A

e Justice Nagarathna emphasized the need for more women in the judiciary,
legislature, and executive to ensure better policy-making.

A AR o et o saraarfasT, el i oo # sfe afganst @
ATl & AgaR Afaat aré S Tl B

e Equal protection under the law during pregnhancy and maternity is a fundamental
right for working women.

THTETEAT AR ATTeT F SR FTefeT GaRT WHTA FI&TT hiHhTo A3l & fov ven Ao
FfRFR L

e Miscarriages have a deep psychological, physical, and emotional impact, and
policymakers must recognize this and act accordingly.

T T AR IR T A RAF, ARF 31 smaaATcHF vormg g=ar §, 3 Afa-
TAATAT3IT T SW GHASTHT TGS HgH 331 AT

The need for gender-sensitive policies
AR wageTelier sSifaat i smaeawar

e Gender should never be an excuse for inefficiency, but the Supreme Court’s
intervention highlights how basic maternal rights are still ignored.

Aferarar Y el oft raTerar 1 @I AGT T WRT, AT Foer FIE F1 gEaNT R@rar g
fo ATqea ArfARY 1 Jreft oft ror3ieTsT R ST 81

e This case is areminder for policymakers and society that deep-rooted patriarchal
biases must be eliminated for real gender equality.

g AT Afa-RaTansit stk o & v v I1g o T gha € fF ey iy
Rqadca® qaire! #I adfas o e @ATTar & fore ffemsr sraeas g

Women'’s role in decision-making and economic development

ferotr-famior 3t anfde fawra & wfgemat r sfaer

¢ Ifwomen are not included in decision-making roles, their concerns will remain
invisible in policymaking.

aﬁnﬁmﬁﬁﬁh—ﬁﬁwﬁaﬁmﬁﬁ%ﬁaaﬁ%mm%ﬁmﬁﬁnﬁﬁ
Afa-fAATor F FsErs AT SAar W
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e Fortrue gender equality, education must be accessible to girls in a non-
discriminatory manner.

Tt dAffre waTerar & farw, wsfenat & forw Rrem #t dgema Wea adF & gerer aaran ghm|

e Atworkplaces, women must be assured of a safe and healthy environment as a
basic right.

FrIEgel W ARt F gAT 3R Fawy araraRor yer Fa veh Afaw ftar g

IRl

Centring care in India’s economic policy

R &Y AT AT A T@HTT FY g H AT

Centring care in India’s economic policy

|GS Paper 1ll: Labour Force Participation

S Paper I: Societ

he Union Budget for

2025 allocated a record

34,49,028.68 crore to

the Gender Budget
(GB), marking a 37.3% increase
from FY24 and accounting for
8.86% of the total Budget. This rise
is primarily due to the inclusion of
the PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana,
which accounts for 24% of the GB,
rather than being driven by
substantial investments in care
infrastructure or new
gender-responsive schemes.
Despite this increase, critical
investments in care infrastructure
remain absent, reinforcing the
persistent invisibilisation of care
work in India’s economic
planning. While the Economic
Surveys of 2023-24 and 2024-25
highlight care infrastructure as
central to women’s
empowerment, the current
Budget misses the opportunity to
make tangible investments to
strengthen India’s care economy
in line with its socio-economic
realities.

Globally, women spend an
average of 17.8% of their time on
unpaid care and domestic work
(UCDW), with women in the
Global South bearing higher
burdens. India is especially
concerning, as Indian women
shoulder 40% more of this burden
than their counterparts in South
Africa and China. The
International Labour Organization
reports that 53% of Indian women
remain outside the labour force
due to care responsibilities,
compared to just 1.1% of men,
underscoring entrenched
inequities. For poor and
marginalised women, this burden
is severe as women in low-income
families often juggle 17-19 hours of
daily tasks, balancing paid work
with domestic duties, intensifying
‘time poverty’, and eroding their
well-being.

Feminist economists from the
Global South emphasise that
unpaid work in these regions
encompasses a broader range of
tasks compared to the Global
North, extending beyond
household care giving to include
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Globally, women
spend an
average of 17.8%
of their time on
unpaid care and
domestic work.
with women in
the Global South
bearing higher
burdens

work on family farms, water and
fuel collection, cleaning, and
cooking. Limited access to
essential infrastructure — such as
water, clean energy, and sanitation
- means women spend up to 73%
of their time on these unpaid
activities. For example, women
spend nearly five hours daily
collecting water, compared to 1.5
hours for men. Climate change
exacerbates this burden, with
water-related unpaid labour in
India projected to reach $1.4
billion by 2050 under a
high-emissions scenario. This
stems from low public investment
in care infrastructure and
entrenched social norms that
assign care work to women.

Solutions ahead

‘The Economic Survey 2023-24
highlights that direct public
investment equivalent to 2% of
GDP could generate 11 million jobs
while easing the care burden.
Applying the expanded “Three R
framework’—Recognise, Reduce,
Redistribute, and Represent — can
ensure policies are both
contextually relevant and
transformative. The first step is
recognising the full spectrum of
UCDW women perform. India’s
2019 Time Use Survey marked a
milestone in acknowledging this
issue, revealing that women spend
an average of seven hours daily on
UCDW. Despite the policy benefits
that these surveys carry, their
costs can make implementation
challenging. One solution is to
integrate Time-use modules into
existing household surveys.

The second step is reducing the
UCDW burden through
time-saving technologies and
expanded access to affordable
care infrastructure. The Centre
has acknowledged gaps in access
to essential services by extending
the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) until
2028, aiming for 100% potable
water coverage. However, funding
delays and underutilisation hinder
implementation. While the
scheme’s Budget declined by
4.51% from last year’s Budget
Estimates (BE), it saw a 195% jump

over Revised Estimates (RE),
highlighting allocation-spending
gaps. With less than half of villages
having functional household tap
connections, JJM requires stronger
implementation and water
sustainability measures.

Expanding childcare cent
eldercare support, and a ive
technologies would ease women'’s
care burden, and boost their
workforce participation.

The third key step is
redistributing care work — from
the home to the State and within
households. The newly
announced 21 lakh crore Urban
Challenge Fund, with 10,000
crore allocated for FY 2025-26, can
be transformative. This will
finance up to 25% of bankable
projects, encouraging private and
public sector participation in
urban redevelopment, water, and
sanitation initiatives. By leveraging
this fund, India can scale up pilot
care infrastructure models already
under way through the Smart
Cities Mission. Taking inspiration
from Bogota’s Care Blocks, which
centralise care giving services to
reduce women’s unpaid work, this
approach aligns with the fund’s
broader goal of sustainable urban
development.

Finally, women’s representation
in decision-making and
implementation is crucial for
creating gender-transformative
policies. Excluding women from
this leaves them vulnerable to
policies that fail to address their
lived realities. In fact, involving
women in decision-making
processes enhances their
effectiveness significantly,
sometimes by six to seven times.

With the Centre’s emphasis on
Nari Shakti as a driver of economic
growth, India has the opportunity
to set a global example for a
gender and care-sensitive
economy. However, the current
Budget falls short by not
prioritising care as a central pillar.
A more deliberate, well-funded
strategy is necessary to ensure
that care work is not treated as an
afterthought but as a core
component of inclusive growth.

The Union Budget 2025
allocated a record
4,49,028.68 crore to the
Gender Budget (GB),
marking a 37.3%
increase from FY24 and
accounting for 8.86% of
the total Budget.

HEIT T91€ 2025 H oAfAF
¥9ic (GB) & faw
T4,49,028.68 IS &I
Rt raesT frar aram, s
FY24 Y TeIa 7 37.3% T
gef ¢ IR T T F
8.86% &1

. However, this increase is
largely due to the inclusion of
the PM Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (24% of GB), rather than
new investments in care

infrastructure or gender-
responsive schemes.
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FRT g8, o o SWHTS HaATTAT AT 71§ A Ap-Hagereher Astaait # fader & From|
o Critical investments in care infrastructure remain missing, reinforcing the
invisibility of care work in India’s economic planning.

mmﬁmwﬁﬁmﬁmwgﬁ,mmﬁmmﬁ
AGHTS F FY 3G T T@ Y I IR B

The burden of unpaid care work on women

AR W a1 39 arel S@HTT FF F71 A

e Globally, women spend an average of 17.8% of their time on unpaid care and
domestic work (UCDW), with women in the Global South bearing a higher burden.

dRa® TR W, AfT sitaas 17.8% @7 =1 da=t arat d@arer 3R e - (UCDW)
H o9 §, 3R Faaer A3y i AfFAn3it 9T I8 ey 30w ar &

e Indian women bear 40% more care burden than women in South Africa and China.
AR AAfgen aftror s sitt et S Afgenait A gaem 7 40% 3w TgwTe w1 A
3ordt 81

e 53% of Indian women remain outside the labor force due to care responsibilities,
compared to just 1.1% of men.

53% AT AT S@HT FTFASIRAT & FIROT SH ol T 918 @) &, STafeh Fae 1.1%
99 g1 59 FROT 1A g 21

e Poor and marginalized women juggle between 17-19 hours of daily tasks, balancing
paid work with domestic duties, leading to ‘time poverty’ and declining well-being.

T 3 F1fAT X @ ATl ARATT 17-19 € F71 2fves 1 7t §, foras aaet arar 3k
W FE ST MR 1 §, Tad w7 i ey 34 357 ARF va aliRe e
waaa g ar 21

Limited access to essential infrastructure

3MaeTF fAATdr o F AT Ierstrar

e Women in the Global South engage in a broader range of unpaid work, including
family farming, water collection, and fuel gathering.

TAIT G13Y A AfgAT 30« [y g & 41 397 9 R & G gy &, S
aiRaTRea @elt, 9Telt sFeaT Fe, AR $oe SperT|

e 73% of their time is spent on these tasks due to lack of access to water, clean
energy, and sanitation.

73% WHT 3T AT H T 81T & Fieh 9TelY, Fa=a Fail, 3 Ta=aar Y 3Ra 3qerstrar
TET Bl
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Women in India spend nearly 5 hours daily collecting water, compared to 1.5 hours
for men.

AR A ATFATE ASATAT TN 5 ©E GTelt HEST FIA H AN 8, STieh JIF Hdel 1.5 €
T FId B

Climate change is worsening this burden, with water-related unpaid labor
projected to reach $1.4 billion by 2050 under a high-emission scenario.

ST TRA 36 319 FY 797 167 8, 3 2050 a% ITa-3eqeia [eufa # qef-eftre fen
aaﬂmﬁma?rma$1.4ﬁﬁuﬁa$qg”aﬁa?r#ﬂﬁm%l

Solutions for reducing the care burden

SEHT & N7 FT FH Il & FATTA

The Economic Survey 2023-24 highlights that direct public investment of 2% of GDP
could generate 11 million jobs while reducing women’s unpaid labor burden.

3T wdfaTor 2023-24 & AR, SHEH F 206 F FegaT WSS fAdw ¥ 1.1 F03
AFREAT 3cUwT & AFhd! § 3R AR &F 9T 3T ATt %17 7 ST FH &Y IhaT &

Applying the ‘Three R Framework’—Recognise, Reduce, Redistribute, and
Represent—can ensure contextually relevant and transformative policies.

‘off H AT —IgAT (Recognise), FH X (Reduce), qATdaRa X (Redistribute),
3R wfafaftea & (Represent) & o] e wrafares sitt gemreh Afeat # glafRaa w1
ThaT gl

The 2019 Time Use Survey revealed that Indian women spend an average of 7
hours daily on unpaid care work.

2019 TEHA FF FI&TOT 3 AT 31T o TRy wfgen? wfafeer sitweer 7 @ R aaer arar
@S F F suclia FTah &

Integrating time-use modules into existing household surveys can provide better
data for policy-making.

Aiorar eXe adfatort F ‘TsH T AlFYA B AT FeA AfA-fFAT0T & fov dgav 327w
FT T B

Investments in care infrastructure

CEHTA T # Ader

The Centre extended the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) until 2028 to achieve 100%
potable water coverage, but funding delays hinder progress.

&g THR & ST SANGeT AT (JIM) FY 2028 T TITAT Tfeh 100% YIoTel HaATST Ao T

T EF, ofdr faela 38 & sRor werfy affa @Y W@ §

JJM’s budget declined by 4.51% from last year’s Budget Estimates (BE), yet it saw a
195% increase over Revised Estimates (RE), showing allocation-spending gaps.
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JIM mmﬁﬁaﬁﬂ:mm(BE)#4.51%w§3n,ﬁﬂaﬁsﬂﬁmﬂﬁaa@n‘m

(RE) Y Forelt 7 195
% $1 JEf0r g%, S Tofe iTde 3R Td & drd 3R T & &

Expanding childcare centres, eldercare support, and assistive technologies will
reduce women’s unpaid workload and boost workforce participation.

AT SEHT Fal, U STHTT A, 3R TeTaT adsiia 1 RATar AfFensit & far aae
Tl FIT F SIS BT HA S 3R 3607 JEierY F Terwam

Redistributing care responsibilities

aweTe fAFASIREY 1 gafdavor

Visual question:
Name this Englishman who deciphered the Brahmi script, considered the ancestor of
most modern Indian scripts, in 1837 by studying Ashokan inscriptions?

The %1 lakh crore Urban Challenge Fund, with 10,000 crore allocated for FY 2025-
26, can support urban redevelopment, water, and sanitation projects.

1 A FU3 FT A el F, or@sd FY 2025-26 & faw 210,000 F3 safed fmar
T B, et qAfderw, S, 3R Faesar aRAS3T i aordr & Hehdl o

India can learn from Bogota’s Care Blocks, which centralize caregiving services to
reduce women’s unpaid labor.

HRT ST & F3R solled & W a8, Si SEHTS AAT3HT FY Fhlpd F:A o dlieh
AR & 9T adeT ek F1F ' FH FAT ST FH|

Women’s representation in decision-making is crucial for gender-transformative
policies and ensuring equitable economic growth.

afgen sfafaftes Affre-waeeeiter sifaal 3l wamer snfes e & fov Ageaqet &

|GS Paper I: History |
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in Haryana for
thrashing,
biting mother
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GS Paper I: Elderly
1Citizens

GURUGRAM

The Haryana Police on
Sunday arrested a woman
after a video of her beating
her mother, allegedly over
a property dispute, went
viral on social media plat-
forms.

The police have charged
Rita, a resident of Hisar,
with criminal intimidation,
voluntarily causing hurt,
wrongful confinement and
uttering obscene words
under the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita and Section 24 of
the Maintenance and Wel-
fare of Parents and Senior
Citizens Act, 2007.

In the three-minute vi-
deo, Rita is allegedly seen
biting and slapping her
mother, while the elderly
woman begs her to stop.

According to the first in-
formation report, Rita’s
brother Amardeep Singh
informed that she had
been harassing their moth-
er to get the house trans-
ferred to her name.

Woman held in Haryana for thrashing,
biting mother

RO i AT &) fiea 3R Fea & 3IRT F
AT PRFAR

Haryana Police arrested a woman on Sunday after
a video of her beating her mother went viral on
social media.

g gfaw & AR i v Afger F fIRFar R
FATH ITFT HIAT AT 1 fieat o1 AfRAY Frerer AfAT
9 I @Y 9T UT|

o The woman, Rita, a resident of Hisar, has been charged under

multiple sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and Section 24
of the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens

Act, 2007.

AR fard far W e = w@fear 31 2007 & Aar-Rar sk
Fitss ARIRE F W@E 3R Feamor 3w Y a)T 24 F d5d F+8
TRT3MT & ATHT o AT AT 7

Details of the assault

&Ho &1 QT

¢ In athree-minute video, Rita is seen biting and slapping her
elderly mother while the mother pleads for her to stop.

ot Brare & A 7, T aroelt geer & A Fred 3’ gous ARG g

ferar$ &t §, STl 3wt AT 39 Vet Y Rerc FT WL

e According to the First Information Report (FIR), Rita’s brother,
Amardeep Singh, reported that she had been harassing their
mother to transfer the house to her name.

v FAT R (FIR) & 37aR, I & 18, 3AvdIT A, 7 gford &1 aaran 6 ag et
AT F q2ATT HT @ oAt AT 8 3TE AT FT f&am S|

(GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and International Relations)
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1. EC to remove same voter ID numbers across States
AT AT faffeer st & v AR areT r$ AT gerwan
2.U.K., other nations will work on Ukraine deal: Starmer

T.F. AR I A Pohel FAFI I HTH FLT: TR

3.Multiple bullies at work, out to create a ‘multipolar world’

‘Wgﬁm’aﬁ%mﬁ%mm
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EC to remove same voter
ID numbers across States

Poll panel says it will ensure each voter gets a unique EPIC number, blames manual method

employed earlier for duplication; Trinamool says panel's admission proves charge of fraud

[GS Paper II: Election |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI/KOLKATA

aking cognisance of
T reports that certain

electors in one
State have voter ID num-
bers matching those issued
in another State, the Elec-
tion Commission on Sun-
day said irrespective of the
number on the elector
photo identity card (EPIC),
a person could vote only at
the designated polling sta-
tion in the constituency in
a State or Union Territory
where he or she was
enrolled.

The EC, however, said it
would remove the duplica-
tion and ensure that each
voter got a unique number.
The 10-digit number is
printed on the ID card is-
sued to each elector.

In a statement, the com-
mission said: “It is clarified

Q Irrespective of the EPIC number, electors
can cast a vote only at their designated

polling station... Any case of duplicate EPIC number

will be rectified by allotting a unique EPIC number

ELECTION COMMISSION

senieaanie
LLLRRNLLY |

»

o
oy

(.

g

f

that while EPIC numbers of
some of the electors may
be identical, the other de-
tails including demograph-
ic details, Assembly Consti-
tuency and polling booth
are different for the elec-
tors with the same EPIC
number.”

On February 27, West
Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee alleged that
the BJP, with the blessings

of the commission, was ad-
ding voters from other
States to the West Bengal
voter list. She cited a few
EPIC numbers of people of
the State being linked to
those living in Haryana,
Gujarat and Punjab. Some
social media posts too have
made the allegation.

The EC said some elec-
tors from different States
and Union Territories were

allotted identical numbers/
series by a decentralised
and manual mechanism
followed prior to shifting of
the electoral roll database
to the ERONET platform.
“This resulted in certain
State/UT CEO offices using
the same EPIC alphanu-
meric series and leaving a
scope for the possibility of
duplicate EPIC numbers
being allotted to electors in
different Assembly Consti-
tuencies in  different
States/UTs,” it said.

ERONET is a Web-based
platform developed for
election officials, in multi-
ple languages and scripts,
to handle all processes per-
taining to registration, mi-
gration, and deletion of
names from the electoral
rolls.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

EC to remove same voter ID numbers across States

TeATE 3TANT faffesr T2t & v SR aYe ISR A gerwan

The Election Commission (EC) has taken cognisance of reports that
some electors in one State have voter ID numbers matching those
issued in another State.

TATE ITANT (EC) 7 3o7 Ret 1 waer foran B, Forarat wvem oran @ 1o F5 vt

& AdSIAT3T & aleT ATEN AR 3T TAT F AdGIA3 & AT A &
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The EC clarified that irrespective of the number on the elector photo identity card
(EPIC), a person can vote only at the designated polling station in the constituency
where he or she is enrolled.

3TANT o e fama o AaqTaT ®iet ggar uo (EPIC) W AT 7T e & aras(g, His o
cafee R 3wt fovaereT &1 & Aqere X @aT §, STgl a8 Yoiigd o

The EC will now remove duplication and ensure that each voter gets a unique EPIC
number.

AT AT 3 $H SNETE Y G 3R AR LM foh JeAF AAGTAT I U gfacig

EPIC &eX fAe|

The EPIC number is a 10-digit number printed on the voter ID card issued to each
elector.

EPIC F&R Ueh 10-3{8h1T HEAT &, S Sedeh AcTaTal & ale 1S3 18 R A gl 1

Trinamool alleges fraud, EC responds

O & UTETErS) T 3RT SIAT, ToA1d AT F S ez

On February 27, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee accused the BJP of
adding voters from other States to the West Bengal voter list with the help of the EC.

27 Gad T, TRTH FaITer Y HEIHA AHAT qtoll o IRIT ST o ST eATd AT
T FeE § 3T T4 & AFGIATH HY et Y Aderr gt 7 515 W

She claimed that some EPIC numbers of West Bengal voters were also linked to voters
from Haryana, Gujarat, and Punjab.

3giel crdT o foh TiREH SaTTel o e Helelal EPIC Hev g RATOT, JR1d 3 9o &
FagTa3t & 33 U B
Social media posts also raised concerns about this alleged duplication.

arerer AT Ored o o 39 FAT gigd W ™ar Jas|

Reason for duplication and EC’s corrective measures
aYeTE & HROT H ToATa AT F FURCHE Fes

The EC explained that this duplication happened due to a decentralised and manual
system that was used before the introduction of the ERONET platform.

AT NI & ST & g Ae1a faeheieper AR A+garer qommel & FROT g37, i
ERONET Tae®hia o9 Sial & Ugel 3UNeT fRaT Sirar 2|

The manual system allowed some State/UT CEO offices to allot the same EPIC
alphanumeric series to different voters in different States/UTs.

HG3TeT YOIl & HRUT S T/ T & & HET AT HTFHRT (CEO) Fraterdl o
3AT-37e0T ASANEE T &1 7 TH 81 EPIC e gA R @ 3dfed # &l

The EC assured that ERONET (a web-based platform) will now handle registration,
migration, and deletion of names to prevent such errors.
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AT ITIIET o JTRATHA T foh ERONET (Teh A9-3TRITR e Telcia) 3el ToflaToT,
FATATAIOT, 3 AT ge= I 9fhar 1 AT e arfes Y Irafaat sy Aert ST T

UK., other nations will work
on Ukraine deal: Starmer

GS Paper IlI: Global
orld Order
Sr
LONDON

The UK. will work with
France and other coun-
tries to arrive at a peace
deal between Ukraine and
Russia and present that to
U.S. President Donald
Trump. This sequence of
events was outlined by
U.K. Prime Minister Keir
Starmer on Sunday, follow-
ing unprecedented scenes
from the Oval Office on Fri-
day, where an argument
erupted between Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy and U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
Vice-President ].D. Vance.
“We’ve now agreed that
the United Kingdom, along
with France and possibly
one or two others, will
work with Ukraine on a
plan to stop the fighting,
and then we’ll discuss that
plan with the United
States,” Mr. Starmer said
during a BBC interview on
Sunday. Mr. Starmer had
spoken with Mr. Trump,

SECURING
.-QUR &TE}EE
- a» e .

L3

Peace plan: Keir Starmer and Volodymyr Zelenskyy arrive to attend
a summit at Lancaster House in central London on Sunday. AFP

French President Emma-
nuel Macron as well as Mr.
Zelenskyy and they had
agreed to the new se-
quence of play towards a
deal, he said.

After the acrimonious
interaction in Washington,
Mr. Zelenskyy was received
warmly in London on Sa-
turday, welcomed by Mr.
Starmer with a hug outside
No.10 Downing Street. The
two men held bilateral
talks ahead of Sunday’s
summit meeting between
European leaders, Cana-

dian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, Turkish foreign
minister Hakan Fidan and
NATO chief Mark Rutte.

Following the Summit,
Mr. Starmer said the coun-
tries had agreed a four-step
process that would involve
continued aid to Ukraine
and economic pressure on
Russia. The process would
also require Ukraine to
have a seat at the negotiat-
ing table.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

U.K., other nations will
work on Ukraine deal:
Starmer

.. AR 37 A Taved
FHSAIS 9T FHTH FH3ET
T

The U.K. will work with
France and other countries
to arrive at a peace deal
between Ukraine and
Russia and present it to
U.S. President Donald
Trump.

.. B 3R 3= ot & |rer
frest g s F AT
erifar oS 9T F1H H3m AR
& HIH 9L HI3|

¢ This sequence of events was

outlined by U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer on Sunday.
IE UTATHH I, %, & TUTAHAT HR TR o MIGR 1 I |

e His statement came after an argument erupted in the Oval Office on Friday between
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, U.S. President Donald Trump, and
Vice-President J.D. Vance.

3eTehT Ig AT YHAR Y TFISC §13H & A B 3 Tahet & Tsgafar ANBIRAT Feleh,
AR Trsgafa Beres €7 AR ITrsgafa .3 I/ & I g3 Ted & 518 3|
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U.K. and France to discuss peace plan with U.S.

%, 3w AR F ary anifer Qe o1 T=t wE

e« Keir Starmer said that the U.K., along with France and possibly one or two other
nations, will work on a plan to stop the fighting in Ukraine.

R T o &gl foh L., BIW 3R THAT: TF AT &Y e AU TATR oot A 3TS Ut Y
AT W HIH HL|

o After that, they will discuss the plan with the United States.
g d1G d 3H Allell W AARFT F |1 == F391

e Mr. Starmer mentioned that he had spoken with Donald Trump, French President
Emmanuel Macron, and Ukrainian President Zelenskyy, and they had agreed to this
sequence of steps.

A FCFR 7 TARAT 6 37g1e1 SeTTes €, BiW & ogufar sasquer Awi 3 T & wegufa
FASEHT § a1 BT AR 3 58 kAT I g A gU

Zelenskyy welcomed in London after Washington tensions
IR & dTT & 91 Aol EehT T digel H TR F T

o After the tense exchange in Washington, Mr. Zelenskyy was warmly received in
London on Saturday.

aTfieTest # qaTaqut aTaHia & a1E, AT AeIER! FT ATATR Y dae # Tl § Fanra B
|

e U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer hugged Zelenskyy outside No. 10 Downing Street
before their bilateral talks.

I.F. & YUTTAN FR TR F FAeh H e 10 ST T F a8 ared aom 31K 31
Ty gfaaafir ardt #

¢ On Sunday, a summit meeting was held, attended by European leaders, Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan, and NATO
Chief Mark Rutte.

AR ! ven @R do& 3mAfora $r a1g, TS FUdRr Aansit, FarsT & qerers sfeeT
731, ot & fader 7l graver Rbeter 3R Y wagw a1 we & s o |

Four-step process agreed upon by nations

gl A IR-Fa0T 9fehar W wgAfa a8
e After the summit, Mr. Starmer announced a four-step process to address the Ukraine
crisis.

RrET 35F & a1e, AN TR F Teher Hhe & FATUTT F AT aR-Fadrr wfiwar $r ayom |

e The plan includes:
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o Continued aid to Ukraine
ehel Y FATaR HETICT YTt HIAT
o Economic pressure on Russia

T G AT a1 a7

o Diplomatic negotiations involving Ukraine

Iehel Y ATl Y AT 3 AT HE
o Presenting the final agreement to the U.S.

3fasr gaetar 3rARET & gHa 9 FIT

Multiple bullies at work, out to create a ‘multipolar world’

S Paper II: Global
orld Order
‘ VIS U aent Donald Trump

thrown a public tantrum and refused
to deal with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy? It is time to remember
what is at stake for Ukraine. Who better to tell it
like it is than John Mearsheimer, Realist advocate
of a multipolar world order, who has consistently
accused the U.S.-led West of provoking Russia to
War.

Exactly a week after Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine in February
2022, Mearsheimer explained in a media
interview that any peace deal with Mr. Putin
would require Ukraine to give up not just some
territory or hopes of North Atlantic Treaty
Organization membership. It would be nothing
short of its democracy. He told an interviewer
that Mr. Putin “wants to install in Kyiv a
pro-Russian government, a government that is
attuned to Moscow’s interests....”A Ukraine that
was a liberal democracy, he said, was “from a
Russian perspective...an existential threat.”

But would it not be imperialism, asked the
interviewer, to tell Ukrainians that they cannot be
a liberal democracy? Mearsheimer replied, “It’s
not imperialism; this is great-power politics.
When you're a country like Ukraine and you live
next door to a great power like Russia, you have
to pay careful attention to what the Russians
think, because if you take a stick and you poke
them in the eye, they’re going to retaliate.”

‘Democracy is not realistic”

Democracy simply is not realistic in a multipolar
world, said Mearsheimer. “In an ideal world, it
would be wonderful if the Ukrainians were free to
choose their own political system and to choose
their own foreign policy. But in the real world,
that is not feasible.”

Today, Mr. Trump is eager to give Mr. Putin the
regime change he wants. He calls Mr. Zelenskyy a
“dictator”with a “4% approval rating,” and has
suggested more than once that peace is possible
only if Mr. Zelenskyy steps down.

What kind of Ukraine do Mr. Putin and Mr.
Trump want? Look at the other nations that “live
next door to a great power like Russia,” and the
answer is clear. Democratic protests in Belarus

Kavita Krishnan

is an activist
and writer

A growing
illiberal
international
project is posing
the biggest
threat to
democracy,
people and
peace in

the world

and Kazakhstan have been brutally suppressed
with the help of the Russian military. Belarus
President Alexander Lukashenko declares, “It’s
better to have a dictatorship like in Belarus than a
democracy like Ukraine.” The Ukrainians
obviously disagree.

It should be remembered that far from
instigating Mr. Zelenskyy to stay and fight, former
U.S. President Joe Biden had done all he could to
force him to flee, hoping that it would appease
Mr. Putin and avert a prolonged war.

In January 2022, Mr. Biden had declared that
NATO would be divided in case of a “minor
incursion”, and Zelenskyy had to “remind the
great powers that there are no minor incursions
and small nations”.

Mr. Biden had evacuated the U.S. embassy
from Kyiv and said, days before the Russian
invasion, that “it may be the wise choice for
President Zelenskyy to leave Ukraine”. After the
invasion, Mr. Zelenskyy had to again tell the U.S.
that he was looking for ammunition, and not a
ride.

The wider border of this project

Ukraine is not the only country where Mr. Trump
and Mr. Putin want a regime in their own image.
U.S Vice President J.D. Vance and Mr. Trump’s
oligarch aide Elon Musk urged Germans to vote
for the far-right anti-immigrant AfD. Mr. Vance
told the European Union (EU) in Munich that Mr.
Trump wanted to liberate European people from
their “internal threat” — immigrants and the
liberal democratic leadership that let them into
Europe.

For the past decade, Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orban has declared making his country an
“illiberal democracy” as his goal, and to turn the
EU into an illiberal project. Since then, Mr. Putin
has put his weight behind that project in every
way. And Mr. Vance made it clear that Mr. Trump,
“the new sherift in town”, wants the same: an EU
aligned with Christian values, not universal
human rights and democratic standards; an EU
where member-nations will face no censure for
passing Putin-style laws banning “gay
propaganda”.

Mr. Orbén has the distinction of refusing to

DPPATRIOTICIAS

honour the International Criminal Court’s
warrants issued against Mr. Putin and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Mr. Trump
and Mr. Netanyahu voted for Mr. Putin in the
United Nations. Mr. Trump treats Gaza and
Ukraine as pieces of real estate at the mercy of
the genocidal bully next door. Mr. Trump has
branded ethnic cleansing in Gaza with his name,
turning it into an obscene Al-generated Nero's
Feast. He turned peace talks in the Oval Office
into reality TV where the most powerful man in
the world and his henchmen and media bully an
elected leader of an invaded and occupied nation.

The national bullies are acting in concert to
create a “multipolar world” — a world safe for all
bullies and bigots. It is high time we stopped
imagining that multiple bullies make the
playground safer, and that “multipolar”
non-western tyrants are the lesser evil “regardless
of the internal character” of the regimes involved.

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio has
declared support for a multipolar world. Mr Putin
has always insisted that there are “two Wests”,
and that his quarrel is with the West of universal
democratic principles and rules; an illiberal U.S.,
United Kingdom and EU are welcome to the
multipolar world.

It is better late than never

It is the growing assertion of an illiberal
international project (led by Mr. Trump, Mr.
Putin, Mr. Netanyahu, and China’s Xi Jinping, and
including Narendra Modi, Mr. Orban and
European fascists) that poses the greatest threat
to democracy, people, peace, and the planet
today.

To insist that the rise of this new illiberal
international is just the West versus the Rest
“business as usual” is moral bankruptcy and
suicidal folly — exactly as it is to quibble over the
semantics of Mr. Modi’s project of an illiberal
Hindu-only India.

It is better late than never to take on the
illiberal international and defend universalist
human rights, democratic solidarity. A good start
would be for Indians defending democracy to
show solidarity with Ukraine defending itself
from the Putin-Trump tyranny.

Multiple bullies at work, out to create a ‘multipolar world’
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U.S. President Donald Trump has thrown a public tantrum and
refused to deal with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

3ARF gl Sires S0 A FEIRE T F ARTSEN SIS 3R T
seufa S AT S A aradid i ¥ FTHR T 2T

It is important to remember what is at stake for Ukraine.

IE TG TGAT ST & T bt & Forw Fm gr@ R @1

John Mearsheimer, a Realist advocate of a multipolar world order, has consistently
accused the U.S.-led West of provoking Russia to war.

aﬁﬁvm,ﬁ@wﬁaam%wﬁmﬁaﬁﬁwaﬁﬁm—qmﬁa
qiReHT et IR T 1 gaur & v sFan 1 3R @9 §

Mearsheimer’s view on Ukraine’s future

AT FT Tehve? F HfasT WX gfeewior

A week after Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022, Mearsheimer explained that
any peace deal would require Ukraine to give up more than just land or NATO
membership.

BT 2022 H T GaRT Tohel I ATHAVT & Tk oTg 916, HLASAT o FASAT fob famal
ot erifer grstla & fore ohet 1 R 81f3 ar aiTeY wawaan sisa @ 3rfle &= ghem

He stated that Russian President Vladimir Putin wanted a pro-Russian government
in Kyiv that aligned with Moscow’s interests.

3giel gl o Tt Tsgafal senfed R qfaer g # va &0 axde TFR 1T ST aed
g St ATER! & Tl & 3T gl

A liberal democracy in Ukraine was seen as an existential threat from Russia’s
perspective.

T & GISCHIT A, TdheT A UF 3R Al Ueh A ecdeadrd Tar T

The debate on imperialism and great-power politics
AHATSIAIE 3R AgTRIfad I W) 989

When asked if it would be imperialism to prevent Ukraine from being a liberal
democracy, Mearsheimer denied it.

ST 3o YT 31T % el Y Th 3ER ANhel T defol A Nehell WATSIATE G111 AT AL, oY
FREMSFR o T8 AR &7

He argued that this was great-power politics and that Ukraine must consider
Russia’s position to avoid retaliation.
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arfer gfaene & s 31 G |

Mearsheimer: ‘Democracy is not realistic in a multipolar world’
HTEAT: ‘YA gfAan # e qurdard) T8 ¥

¢ Mearsheimer claimed that in an ideal world, Ukraine should have the right to choose
its political system and foreign policy.

HIRATSHT 1 AT AT foh 3Teet g 3, Fehet b1 7ot Treiifores saaeyr 3 fager ahfe
Aol &1 ATUFR T =1ieT

e However, he stated that in reality, this is not feasible due to great-power influences.

gTeTiTeh, 3og1el gl foh AEATAHdT 7, TE WIHT AT § Fi1ch AgIATFAAN HT IHTT TgaT g1

Trump’s stance on Zelenskyy and Ukraine

€9 FT A Eh! AR Tehet W T

e Donald Trump has called Zelenskyy a ‘dictator’ with a ‘4% approval rating’.
SIATeS €7 o Jeleh! 1 'aTeleng’ Fel, forahr 'R 4% regateer T 8

e He has suggested multiple times that peace is possible only if Zelenskyy steps
down.

3o5iel s SR G 13T [ IR sieieehr wam o3 &, o & enifey wera gt waelt B

Russia’s influence on neighboring countries
¥ T g1 aif ux wsa

o Democratic protests in Belarus and Kazakhstan have been suppressed with the
help of the Russian military.

AT IR FATEEATT A Arwdiiae e ygeie o FHl Jar hr #eg § Fao 7 |

e Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko has stated, "It’s better to have a
dictatorship like Belarus than a democracy like Ukraine."

AR & TSEUT HAFAST JHIAS! o1 T, " FATEH SHHT ATATATEY ATHT Tehet S AN
& JE 1"

e However, Ukrainians strongly disagree with this viewpoint.

ETeli o, Tahel & ST 30 TR ¥ T a<E 3rAead &

Biden’s stance before and during the invasion

ITHAT F g 3R SR a3 ;158w
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Former U.S. President Joe Biden initially tried to convince Zelenskyy to flee Ukraine
in an attempt to appease Russia.

qd HARAT Tegafer St AISST o YT H AAEh! HT Tohel BIS & fAT Tl FTet Y HIfAT
f, AR ®F HT AT FHAT AT FH |

In January 2022, Biden said that NATO would be divided in case of a ‘minor
incursion’ by Russia.

SeradY 2022 H, AFS o e foh 30N &F ‘B YA X gads’ Far ¢, at areY fenfora o

SITe|
Zelenskyy reminded global leaders that "there are no minor incursions and small
nations."

SR o AR T3t Y A e 5 oYY et 3 O Trvg e FE <oy v
gt

Biden evacuated the U.S. embassy from Kyiv before the invasion and suggested that
Zelenskyy should leave Ukraine.

ST A ITHACT § Ugel T { AN garar i ger forar 3R gera e & Jerehr #r
Tl B & fRTl

After the invasion, Zelenskyy rejected the offer to flee and famously told the U.S., "I
need ammunition, not aride."

3TTShAUT & e, FelThT F I F JEATd H1 AT AT 3R 3ART & g, "H Mer-a1ve
afRT, Farh g

The wider border of this project

sq IRAISAT Y sg9s AT

Ukraine is not the only country where Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin want a
regime in their own image.

el 3Tholl VAT SN STET ¢ ST6T SelTes 9 AR sty gfaet v AsgaTias TXhR aare
qEA B

U.S. Vice President J.D. Vance and Trump’s aide Elon Musk urged Germans to vote
for the far-right anti-immigrant AfD party.

IARE Ireeufar o A, a1 3R e & FgAeh vaT AF A FHAT § gfRora, yard
faYeft AfD arél &1 are o S 3rdver |

J.D. Vance told the European Union (EU) in Munich that Trump wanted to liberate
Europeans from their ‘internal threat’—immigrants and liberal democratic
leadership.

XA, Fiw & Fgfaw F AT TG (EV) T ar2m o 9 JARDT FY 37% HaRF Gav—
yarfaat AR 3ER NFAAE Afed ¥ HFd LT 16 o
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The push for an ‘illiberal’ EU
‘HeAlaifae JIET T HY 3T UFH

¢ Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban has spent the last decade trying to make his
country an ‘illiberal democracy’ and turn the EU into an illiberal project.

I & TUTAHAT et et o g2 3796 2T Fl ‘HASdiES dldhdT delle 3T
TUT T FT TF AR NS TRATSAAT 7 TGelet bl HITAA F G 8 |

e Vladimir Putin has strongly supported this project in every possible way.
sefeH Y gfaer o 5 IR 71 a¥ worg adis & gordar frar )

e J.D. Vance stated that Trump, ‘the new sheriff in town,” wants an EU aligned with
Christian values, not universal human rights and democratic standards.

3. T & e & T ARG T Toh TAr FANT T AR § Y SHTS AT F IHTwT Y, F
& arasifas Amafter 3R Al A &
e Such an EU would not censure countries for passing Putin-style laws banning ‘gay
propaganda.’
AT AT T 37 ST T AT § T T 3 T o) gfever-elt & Fieger oy
4|
Putin, Trump, and Netanyahu’s alignment

gforeT, €9 3R Aqeag A FATT raRyRT

e Viktor Orban refused to honor International Criminal Court warrants against
Vladimir Putin and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Tt 3itaieT o SRS 3R =rTer & FARTFaR) arel #r sanfesit gfae skt
ST TUTAHA SSAAT ATeATg o [T HI T &t F SR Y |
e Trump and Netanyahu voted in the United Nations in favor of Putin.
€0 3R AdaTg A WYFA g A qfaa & gHdar # wagr
e Trump treats Gaza and Ukraine as real estate controlled by the strongest local bully.

&9 a1Te 3R T T Rarer e Y avE 3@ §, S Had arhaay T gaar & faesor A

@ gl
e Trump has turned ethnic cleansing in Gaza into an Al-generated spectacle.

T o TS H ATAT TBTE T Tk Al-TAfHiT oY & seor R g

e He bullied an elected leader of an occupied nation in a reality-TV style peace talk
in the Oval Office.

3ogiel 3ae AR A v R &Y af i avg aifa arat & v Feot aret Tee F AR
AT F SNAT-UARET|

The goal of a multipolar world

Page32
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a'gg'q"rar gﬁrzn FT T&T

National bullies are working together to create a ‘multipolar world’ where bullies and
bigots feel safe.

TS Ze T AT Tyl gfaar o= 3@ §, STel gsiil 3R Fegeafaat F1 e A
Itis wrong to assume that multiple bullies make the world safer.

Ig AT I ¢ foh S gaiaT [Aerery gfarar it GIAT a1 adt €1

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio has declared support for a multipolar world.
AR faeer wt At Sfea @ ‘agydir gfar & e awde aifta fmar 8

Putin believes that there are ‘two Wests’—one that supports democratic principles
and another that aligns with illiberal policies.

gfast &1 Attt § o QY e & aRaer §—va S deaitye Rguiat 1 FAde i § 3R
G ST ISR ITAF AMfadl & |1 TSI & |
He welcomes an illiberal U.S., U.K., and EU into his version of the multipolar world.

g Ireleheiiash FARDT, I %, 3 JUNT & 1 9= TgyRT gfeaan 7 miarer w3 &1
FATET FA B |

It is better late than never

3T AT, gHFd AT

The biggest threat to democracy, people, peace, and the planet comes from the
rising illiberal international alliance.

Ahaw, A, oifa 3 I & AT FaW 931 @A 9o HAFAIAS FTRSET TS T ¢
This alliance is led by Trump, Putin, Netanyahu, Xi Jinping, Narendra Modi, Viktor
Orban, and European fascists.

9 AGS I Acjed &9, I, Adearg, o i, a¥s /), fwet siteia sik R
Bretarar e 3§ 8

Itis morally bankrupt to dismiss this as just ‘West vs. the Rest.’

58 Tt “afRaet 91T ARy gferar o1 Huy Al Afas w7 & Rafoare g

The rise of illiberal nationalism in India should not be dismissed as a semantic
debate.

HIRT A 96a HAIHdIAS TSEATE Fl haol AT P TgH & ¥ H w1g] G@T SflAT AR
It is high time to resist this global illiberal movement and defend human rights and
democratic values.

IE GHIT A AT § & 37 IRT® sraewaifye e &1 {0y fFar sme 31k AsarfeRt
3R srreifyE Aeal Hi w8 Hi e

A good start would be for Indians defending democracy to show solidarity with
Ukraine in its fight against Putin-Trump tyranny.
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(GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1IS)

1.Four more bodies pulled out in Uttarakhand; rescue
operation ends

IWES #H IR 3R 99 AT T919 FTAATT AT

2.Fraud charges: court orders FIR against ex-SEBI chief, 5
others

TS & HRIT: ISTed & G4 SEB| 9H@ 3R 5 3+ & @are
FIR &1 3meer feam

3.Jobs rising but salaries not keeping pace with inflation

ARl a5 W ¥, AfheT o= AR & arer 71t 9 W@
4.EPFO claims huge liability in disbursing higher pension
3= 91T & fAaor & EPFO o Y fa=liar aYer &1 arar fFan
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Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The bodies of the last four
workers trapped by an ava-
lanche at Uttarakhand’s
Mana village were reco-
vered on Sunday, ending a
60-hour, multi-agency res-
cue operation at 10,500
feet above sea level amid
heavy snowfall. The final
death toll reached eight,
though 23 trapped workers
were safely pulled out by
Indian Army and Indo-Ti-
betan Border Police teams
that worked relentlessly
for almost three days.

The disaster took place
at a Border Roads Organi-
sation construction site, lo-
cated at the last village be-
fore the Chinese border,
early in the morning on
Friday. As the load of ice,
snow, and rock hit the
eight containers that 54
workers were using as shel-
ter, 23 managed to flee
from the spot, effecting a
miraculous escape.

Four more bodies pulled out in Uttarakhand; rescue

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Lucky escape: After the 60-hour-long rescue operation amid heavy
snowfall, 23 trapped workers were safely pulled out. ANI

The National Disaster
Management  Authority
(NDMA) on Sunday issued
a 24-hour avalanche warn-
ing for the upper reaches
of Uttarakhand and Jammu
and Kashmir. Uttarakhand
Chief Minister Pushkar
Dhami said the State go-
vernment is planning to
put in place technology to
provide an early warning
of such disasters in the up-

operation ends
@S H IR 3R A9 THG, 919 HATRIAT FATCT

per reaches of the Hima-
layan range, to avoid such
disasters in future.

The deceased are Mo-
hendar Pal from Kangra,
and Harmensh Chand
from Una, both in Hima-
chal Pradesh; Jitendra
Singh from Rampur, Man-
jeet Yadav from Mau, Alok
Yadav from Kanpur, and
Ashok from Fatehpur, all in
Uttar Pradesh; and Arvind

from Dehradun, and Anil
Kumar from Rudrapur,
both from Uttarakhand.

The State said the bo-
dies of the victims were be-
ing sent to their homes af-
ter a post-mortem.

Search for the missing
The final leg of the rescue
operation, searching for
the last four missing work-
ers, began on Sunday
morning with the help of a
drone-based intelligent bu-
ried object detection sys-
tem, which was airlifted
from Delhi.

Two members of the Ti-
ranga Mountain Rescue
Team and Robin, an ava-
lanche rescue dog, also
played a key role in finding
the last three containers
buried under the ice.

With the roads blocked
by heavy snowfall, the In-
dian Army used five of its
own helicopters, two
choppers from the Indian
Air Force, and one civilian
helicopter to evacuate all

the rescued workers from
Mana to the Joshimath Mil-
itary Hospital, where they
are being treated. Over 250
people from various res-
cue agencies participated
in the operation.

Mr. Dhami thanked the
agencies involved in the
rescue operation, includ-
ing teams from the local
administration, Army,
ITBP, and State Disaster
Response Force, saying
they had worked with in-
domitable courage, loyalty
and dedication despite dif-
ficult circumstances.

Survivors’ horror
For the workers who sur-
vived the tragedy, the
nightmare is still fresh in
their minds. Vijay Pal from
Moradabad was sleeping in
one of the BRO’s eight me-
tal containers on the fate-
ful morning when a loud
noise disturbed the pin-
drop silence of the snow-la-
den valley.

“I'heard aloud thud and

then the container in
which I was sleeping tum-
bled probably half a kilo-
metre downwards. I closed
my eyes thinking it’s the
end of my life but a few mi-
nutes later, when the con-
tainer got stuck beneath
the mountain of snow, the
other workers and I man-
aged to open the door and
crawl out of it,” he said.

Mr. Pal and a small
group of fellow survivors
walked to a nearby Army
camp and stayed there till
they were brought to
Joshimath.

Vipin Kumar from Hi-
machal Pradesh, who suf-
fered an injury to his back,
said he had remained bu-
ried in the snow for about
15 minutes, which numbed
his senses. “After I realised
that the avalanche had set-
tled, I tried to move my bo-
dy, and managed to run.
Had the Army post not
been there at Mana, none
of us would have sur-
vived,” he said.

The bodies of the last four workers trapped in an avalanche at Mana
village, Uttarakhand, were recovered on Sunday.

IS F A0 I # ffAT@er # v ifae I8 Aoy & a7 War #r
TAS T v

e The 60-hour rescue operation at 10,500 feet above sea level ended amid heavy
snowfall.

10,500 W Y Fa1$ WX A Thar F i 60 U¢ O T S AT FATCd I

o The final death toll reached eight, but 23 trapped workers were safely rescued by
the Indian Army and Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP).

3HTH Fcg EAT 315 TgH, WifheT TRAT 11 3T ITBP A 23 F §T AsIe! 1 FI e
e fAshre|

Details of the disaster

3T9er &1 faor

Address :

Website

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 9971932488
patrioticias.in

Page35


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

e The avalanche occurred at a Border Roads Organisation (BRO) construction site in
Mana village, early Friday morning.

RATE o YFHAR Fag AN T F HAT H$F WIS (BRO) a;ﬁ'n‘rurwsrw:@m
e 54 workers were using eight containers as shelter when the avalanche struck.

54 FsTeY TS FHeaRl # I§ ¢ U ST Reeger= gam|
e 23 workers managed to flee, narrowly escaping the disaster.

23 Aarey fFHY g a9 oA F whA @

Government response and warnings

W gfafear i aaEs

e The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) issued a 24-hour avalanche
warning for Uttarakhand and Jammu & Kashmir.

USET HTIET JaerT IIRAHIOT (NDMA) 7 3@ 3HR T+ - FAR & faw 24 g &y
RATaes aara«t I i

o Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Dhami announced plans to implement early

warning technology in high-altitude Himalayan regions to prevent future disasters.

3IWES F HEIAA TsH 4Tt o FAverdt 8131 7 Qoammelt Tarasit awhelies oele Sl Frofe
& ayor $i|

Details of the deceased workers

Hd Aarqyl F1 faaor

e Himachal Pradesh: Mohendar Pal (Kangra), Harmensh Chand (Una).
AT Ueer: Higea UTel (IS, §LHLA TG (Fa) |
e Uttar Pradesh: Jitendra Singh (Rampur), Manjeet Yadav (Mau), Alok Yadav (Kanpur),
Ashok (Fatehpur).
I weAr: Toicls g (WAWR), AT ATed (H3), 3MTelleh e (HIA), 31 (FAgq) |
e Uttarakhand: Arvind (Dehradun), Anil Kumar (Rudrapur).
IES: 3RTAE (EENee), el FAR (Faq)|
e The bodies were sent to their respective hometowns after a post-mortem
examination.

YRCATER & TG a1 FY 3% g forall 7 s arm|

Final phase of the rescue operation

T=1g JAATT 1 3rfae = oT

e The final search for the four missing workers started on Sunday morning using a
drone-based intelligent buried object detection system airlifted from Delhi.
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e gag, e ¥ a1 a1 Sie7-3menia @Yt Jorrel) 1 #ag § I- AT FsTgl ol dorer

AFES|
Two Tiranga Mountain Rescue Team members and Robin, an avalanche rescue
dog, helped locate the last three containers buried under the snow.

foem A3 ¥y & & & wawy 3R vaenT Weayg ST Ul A 9% # g i wat wr
o 7 #AgE

Indian Army used five helicopters, two Indian Air Force choppers, and one civilian
helicopter to evacuate the rescued workers to Joshimath Military Hospital.

HRAT JT F o7 Felleice, HRAT argda & aF geliaree? iR v AR gelimicex A1
FHee, § ST AT FsTeY A SArefiers de JFqdrer Tgar
Over 250 personnel from various rescue agencies participated in the operation.

e o tafAAt & 250 @ 30w FAAT 7 57 31fHa= 7 e o=

CM Pushkar Dhami thanked the local administration, Army, ITBP, and SDRF teams
for their bravery and dedication.

HETHA T 4Tt F TURNT werrwe, F4, ITBP 3R SDRF &t &1 3o7eh1 agrg 3
FHIOT & TV U=gare |

Survivors’ traumatic experience

aaﬁma’fa?rwm'gagﬂa

Vijay Pal from Moradabad was sleeping in a BRO metal container when he heard a
loud thud.

FAETETE & faST 9Tel BRO o ATH Feal A WY @ & ST Sogiel Tah ool THTHT FoT|

His container tumbled nearly half a kilometre down, but he and others managed to
crawl out.

3eTohT ST SIS e FraeteT A Fe ram, Afhet I fohell g aTel fAwverst & Awer
©

They walked to a nearby Army camp and stayed there until being taken to
Joshimath.

aﬁmﬁ@mﬁﬁ?aﬁﬂm@ﬁ?aﬁ@:mﬁﬁmﬁmaﬁQWWI

Vipin Kumar from Himachal Pradesh was buried under snow for 15 minutes, which
left him numb and disoriented.

fRewmaer wer & AR FAR 15 Biee a& a6 # a3 @, S0 370 a1t eagan’ goet 8t
TE

He managed to move his body and escape, crediting the nearby Army post for
saving their lives.

3oglel fhdT aXE 3Ter AR F) T 31T Hee & §Fa ], 31K Qa7 i i 1 39 e
T FT AT e
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Fraud charges: court
orders FIR against
ex-SEBI chief, 5 others

IGS Paper lll: SEBI |

Purnima Sah
MUMBAI

A special court has direct-
ed the Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau (ACB) to register an
FIR against former SEBI
Chairperson Madhabi Puri
Buch, three whole-time
members of the market
regulator, and two BSE offi-
cials, on charges of alleged
stock market fraud, regula-
tory violations, and cor-
ruption linked to the listing
of a company in 1994.

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SE-
BI) said it would take legal
steps to challenge the or-
der. The order comes just
two days after Ms. Buch
completed her tenure as
SEBI chief.

In a statement, SEBI
said it was not given time
to respond and had not

Madhabi Puri Buch

been served any notice,
noting that the officials
named in the order were
not holding their current
positions when Cals Refin-
eries was listed three de-
cades ago.

The BSE said, in a sepa-
rate statement, that the ap-
plication was “frivolous
and vexatious in nature”.

DETAILS ON
» PAGE 10

Fraud charges: court
orders FIR against ex-
SEBI chief, 5 others

TGSt & AT STl
A 94 SEBI 9@ 3K 5
3 & [@ETF FIR FT
amreer fear

A special court directed
the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) to register
an FIR against former
SEBI Chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch, three
whole-time members of
SEBI, and two BSE
officials.

T [QRY 3gTeld o CER
faters =g (ACB) Fr q@
SEBI 3reaT AT« T 4,
SEBI & ofte quisifars
"EEAT 3 &Y BSE
IRt & f@oe FIR gof
et T fader feami

e The charges include alleged stock market fraud, regulatory violations, and
corruption linked to the listing of a company in 1994.

3TRIGT & AT TR # DG, s Sedud 3R aseEr A 8§, St 1994 # v
FOedt $T Feagerar & 3718
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SEBI’s response to the court order

37T & TS 9T SEBI & wfafshar

e SEBI stated that it would take legal steps to challenge the order.

SEB| o g o a8 0 A1 I ol & & FT Fepelt Fea JaT0am|
e The order was issued just two days after Madhabi Puri Buch completed her tenure
as SEBI chief.

IE IS SEB| W@ & T # AT T T4 & FHIFT TATCH et F aF et a1g 3|

e SEBI claimed that it was not given time to respond and had not been served any
notice.

SEBI o &maT {1 & 38 SFara &of T GH7T 81 fm a3m 33K A Afew ¢t = aram

e The officials named in the order were not in their current positions when Cals
Refineries was listed three decades ago.

reer & AIfAT FWF 3T TAY 39 TIATT 9e) W 78 &, 79 e g2 T8 Fod
R gelegy g8 o

BSE’s reaction to the case

BSE & gfafear

e BSE released a separate statement calling the application "frivolous and vexatious
in nature.”

BSE & Ush a3 99T IR ¥ 3 e ol " fARTUR 3T 92T #¥= arar admn|
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Jobs rising but salaries not keeping pace with inflation

ARt 9 W@ &, AR dae AZEHTA F a1y ¢ 9 @

Jobs rising but
salaries not keeping
pace with inflation’

GS Paper lll:
PresyEmployment

ITI Aayog member

NEW DELHI

NITI Aayog member Ar-
vind Virmani has said that
while employment is in-
creasing in India, real wag-
es for regular jobs have not
kept pace with inflation ov-
_ er the past seven years.

India has an opportuni-
ty in terms of the global
population, and there is a
need to take advantage of
it; for this, improving the
quality of teaching and
training is important, he
noted.

“According to PLFS (Pe-
riodic Labour Force Sur-
vey) data, the worker-pop-
ulation ratio has been
clearly increasing in the
last seven years. This
means that the number of
jobs is increasing more
than the population
growth. There are fluctua-
tions in this too but the
trend shows that jobs are
increasing. Therefore, it is
wrong to say that jobs are
not increasing,” Mr. Virma-
ni said in an interview with
PTI-Bhasha.

According to the PLFS
Annual Report 2023-24 (Ju-
ly-June), the worker-popu-
lation ratio in terms of per-

pegs lack of skills as
main reason, calls for

focus on developing
skills at all levels

sons of all ages increased
to 43.7% in 2023-24 from
34.7% in 2017-18.

“But a bigger issue is in
the case of regular salaried
jobs. In this category, real
wages have not increased
in line with inflation in se-
ven years,” the economist
said. “As far as my assess-
ment is concerned, the
main reason for wages not
increasing as per inflation
is the lack of skills. We are
not hiring skilled [work-
ers]. I have seen the data of
many countries... based on
that, I would say that we
need to work on this [skill-
ing]. It is in a very weak
state. The Central govern-
ment is taking steps. States
also need to work in this di-
rection. Work needs to be
done at the district level
because jobs will be creat-
ed there. This is important
because when skills in-
crease, productivity in-
creases and real wages
increase.”

NITI Aayog member Arvind Virmani
stated that while employment is
increasing in India, real wages for
regular jobs have not kept pace with
inflation over the past seven years.

Afar 3T & Wewy 3R AT F e
& %R & VIR 9¢ @1 §, Afde fafaa
sl RAY & aredfa® ad« oo arg aut &
eI & |rer 181 92§

e India has a global demographic opportunity, and
to take advantage of it, improving the quality of
teaching and training is essential.

AR & T dRTF TTTEIT 19 &7 39 &, 3R
SHehT o187 33T o v, fareT 3t gfraror &y aroreer &
FUR FIAT HTITF

Employment trends in India

RS H VR $ wgfaat

e According to PLFS (Periodic Labour Force
Survey) data, the worker-population ratio has
been rising over the past seven years.

fUaThTH (ITafte H T wdaIon) & IR, Ao
AT Nt F FRITH-ATHEAT AT TG @7 1
e This indicates that the number of jobs is
increasing faster than population growth.

g AT § T AlrRal # v&ar sawear e @

HOF SN A T W R

e The PLFS Annual Report 2023-24 states that the
worker-population ratio increased from 34.7% in
2017-18 to 43.7% in 2023-24.

diuerewed arfife Ralé 2023-24 & 37ER, FAT-

SAHEAT ITITT 2017-18 F 34.7% W qGHT 2023-24 H 43.7% Y 11|
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Mr. Virmani emphasized that it is incorrect to say that jobs are not increasing.

AT RARAT & IR T FaT [ Tg FeeT Tod &1 1 ARt 78t 75 W §

Issue of stagnant wages

uT 3aa fr gaEaT

A bigger concern is that real wages in regular salaried jobs have not increased in
line with inflation over the past seven years.

TH 99 AT 98 § F Fafaa aaaaneh aleial & aafa® 3+ Rod g ast &
HAFHIT & 3TFT AET 771 31

The main reason for stagnant wages is the lack of skilled workers.

o aaet &1 &7 FROT Farer HfAFT Hr Fw1 B

India is not hiring enough skilled workers, which affects productivity and wage
growth.

HR & gaied Farer #fAFT 1 orclt ¢l 8 W, @ eurgFar 3R aae gefy genfaa &
wWrel

Need for skill development

Hierer AT Y maegHdr

Virmani emphasized that data from various countries show a strong link between
skill development and wage growth.

faarTett & SR 3T et o TafdesT el & st & whrer R i dawr ggfr & &

HAGH HAY TISC gIem ¢
The Central government is taking steps to improve skills, but states also need to
work in this direction.

Fg TER Fhred GUR & T Fae 3571 W@ E, oAfsheT Tsal 1 3 50 Ry & w7 w1
I B
Work should be done at the district level as job creation happens locally.

foram ¥ax W e i St =i, i QTR gorer T F6OX 9 T B
Improving skills will increase productivity, which will lead to higher real wages.

Flerer & GUR & Screhdr 9901, [Sad areafas aaa # gefar gt
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EPFO claims huge liability in
disbursing higher pension

Pensioners’ rights activists and trade union representatives on its Board question EPFO’s stand

on the issue, say the organisation is only highlighting ‘inflated liability to create a wrong hype’

GS Paper lll: Social
ASecurity

NEW DELHI

he Employees Pro-
T vident Fund Organ-

isation fears that it
may have to spend
?1,86,920 crore to pay
higher pension to just 50%
of the applicants.

In a note circulated to its
Central Board of Trustees
(CBT) at a recent meeting,
the EPFO provided an ac-
tuarial analysis of the cur-
rent situation, which was
termed incomplete by the
workers’ representatives.
They have asked it to pre-
sent a detailed picture of
the situation.

The EPFO, in the note,
told the CBT that a detailed
study can be completed
only after all the higher
pension applications are fi-
nally processed. It said in-
terim actuarial evaluations
will continue for every
50,000 demand letters is-
sued to the Employees
Pension Scheme subscrib-
ers who had submitted
joint options with their em-
ployers. “Evaluation of
sample data of around

Social security: The EPFO has about 7.71 crore members
contributing to the provident fund and pension scheme. FILE PHOTO

38,000 applicants for pen-
sion on higher wages
shows deficit of around
39,500 crore i.e., approxi-
mately ¥25 lakh per per-
son. An initial estimate sug-
gested that approximately
a sum of %1,86,920 crore
will be depleted out of the
fund on settlement of even
as less as 50% of the joint
options (post 2014 cases),”
the EPFO told the CBT
members in the note.

It added that with the
closure of receipt of fresh
applications on January 31,
a more precise estimate of
probable liabilities will be
obtained soon. The EPFO

received about 17.49 lakh
applications for higher
pension. Of this, as on Fe-
bruary 14, 2.24 lakh appli-
cations were not forward-
ed by the employers to the
EPFO, while 3.92 lakh ap-
plications were referred
back to employers for com-
plete information. The EP-
FO was examining 1.92
lakh applications at pre-
sent and 2,19,155 demand
letters had been issued to
the applicants for payment
of additional amount for
the higher wages. Also,
74,811 pensioners have de-
posited the additional
amount sought by the EP-

FO and 41,285 members
who are still on service
have also deposited the
higher amount. Around
5.05 lakh applications have
been rejected.

Pensioners’ rights acti-
vists and trade unions
questioned the EPFO’s
stand. “Supreme Court
verdict is the law of the
land. Higher pension will
have to be given to those
subscribers of the EPS
[Employees’ Pension
Scheme] who had been
contributing 10% to 12% on
their actual wages and paid
the differential amount
between 8.33% of actual
wages and 8.33% on ceiling
wages. The EPFO is high-
lighting the inflated liabili-
ty just to create wrong
hype based on different hy-
pothetical yardsticks by
taking shelter of actuary,”
said pensioners’ rights acti-
vist Parveen Kohli. CBT
member and CITU leader
R. Karumalaiyan said the
EPFO should publish how
much additional amount it
had collected from work-
ers who have submitted
joint options.

EPFO claims huge liability in disbursing hig'her pension
3= 91T & fAaor & EPFO o (Y faelir aYer &1 arar fFan

The Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) fears that it may
have to spend ¥1,86,920 crore to pay higher pensions to just 50% of
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applicants.

FHAARY AT AT TIraseT (EPFO) Y 31T § o 3/ Fae 50% AT Y
3= YT & & T ¥1,86,920 FUS @ ¥l IS AFd &

A note circulated to the Central Board of Trustees (CBT) provided an actuarial
analysis of the current financial situation, which was criticized by workers'
representatives as incomplete.

ST =AY A1 (CBT) &1 IIRY U Ale & adAT ey et o1 diaifee feevor ear
ara, ford weranat & wfafa et & sreRr qamam

EPFO stated that a detailed study can be completed only after processing all
higher pension applications.

EPFO & T i waft 3=a Yeret amacat i aftear o 1 & are & R sreaaer fear o
FHT 8

Financial impact of higher pension payments
3 YRIT [Tt 1 fareier werme

Analysis of 38,000 applicants' data showed a deficit of ¥9,500 crore, approximately
%25 lakh per person.

38,000 3TAgHT & 3T F faeayor & 29,500 FS FT €T TTH 37T, St Ui sAfFa orersrer
€25 T daar ¥

Initial estimates suggest ¥1,86,920 crore will be needed if even 50% of joint option
cases (post-2014 cases) are settled.

YRIAS HTATA qdTd ¢ T I Faer 50% T AFheq AR (2014 & 916 & AWAA) HT
ferT AT SITaT €, af $1,86,920 FUS Y TaeTHdT g9

The final liability estimate will be available after January 31, when fresh applications
are no longer accepted.

sifarer R Serardt &1 I1TATT 31 STl & 1E MW, ST AT HTAGA FAHFR FLT 96 81
S|

Status of pension applications

YRl et iy feufa

EPFO received 17.49 lakh applications for higher pension.
EPFO #Y 3=9 o & fAT 17.49 a1 3Tdes red gU|

As of February 14:
o 2.24 lakh applications were not forwarded by employers to EPFO.

2.24 ATE Tdee ATt g@RT EPFO &Y 78l St 7w
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o 3.92 lakh applications were sent back to employers for missing information.
3.92 9T 3G e ATARRY F FROT AGFAT3T $Y 19w d 710

o 1.92lakh applications were under review by EPFO.
1.92 @ 3Td&eT EPFO @Rt WHiam # &

o 2,19,155 demand letters were issued to applicants for additional payments.
2,19,155 3raeeht 1 AfARd spararer & fore &mT 0 Sy e are

74,811 pensioners and 41,285 active members have already deposited additional
contributions.

74,811 YRRt 3R 41,285 @i dEwal o dge & faiked Feree AT #F = §
5.05 lakh applications have been rejected.

5.05 dT® 31TdesT PR FT few T &1

Criticism from pensioners' rights activists and trade unions

Yereraifarat & rfaeR Friwast 3R T3 gfaaat Ay sraraer

Pensioners' rights activists and trade unions have questioned EPFO's claims of
inflated liabilities.

T At & HfaFR FRFAIT AR 3 AT« A EPFO @Rt Jer-gaera yedd fFu e
e sier & @ 9T ware 3o1e §
Supreme Court’s verdict states that higher pension must be given to EPS

subscribers who contributed 10-12% of their actual wages and paid the difference
between 8.33% of actual wages and 8.33% of ceiling wages.

FAA FIE F BAA F ITHR 3T R 38 EPS AGHT Y &Y STeht TfRT fegiat et
aREd e FsTgl HT 10-12% FNTer &1 3R 8.33% Tia® dctel T 8.33% HIAT Ao &
after &1 3ra TRy 1 sgerareT |

Pensioners' rights activist Parveen Kohli accused EPFO of creating unnecessary
panic by exaggerating liabilities through hypothetical calculations.

deraaeft IRFR FRIFAT g FIgel & EPFO T HTe9fad OTATHT & 3R 9 &

ST TET-TSTRY 9T e 3T Terd 1 YT FIA 71 3RIT ST
CBT member and CITU leader R. Karumalaiyan demanded that EPFO disclose the
additional amount collected from workers who submitted joint options.

CBT W& 31X CITU AT 3IR. FIAATEIS o EPFO A 37 FHARAT & AT Y 71§
FifaRea af¥r w1 ardfas Fw3ar 1 AT 1, Sogia @gFa Raes yweqa fram

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper IV and Essay)

1.‘India should not support Afghanistan men’s cricket team
at the cost of women who are facing bans by the Taliban’
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‘U P ATferaTsT GaRT Tfaaitra Afgemait Fr Frra @
IBINTAEATT T GEY Fhahe A7 FT G 7Lt FI&1T AT

‘India should not support Afghanistan men’s cricket team

at the cost of women who are facing bans by the Taliban’

Suhasini Haidar
MADRID/DELHI

Even as the Afghan men’s
cricket team wins acco-
lades for its performance
in the ICC Champions Tro-
phy in Pakistan, 22-year-
old Olympic athlete Mar-
zieh Hamidi faces death
threats for calling for a boy-
cott against the team.

Ms. Hamidi, who fled
from Afghanistan in 2021
after the Taliban regime
took over, says the ICC
must enforce its rule
against recognising cricket-
ing countries that don’t
have both men’s and wo-
men’s teams. In addition,
she says that teams pro-
moted by the Taliban
should be boycotted, as
South African teams once
were, given that the Tali-
ban regime practices “gen-
der apartheid”, banning
women and girls from edu-
cation, sports, and all out-
door activities.

She spoke to The Hindu
on the sidelines of the Her-
at Security Dialogue in Ma-
drid, where she gave a
speech about her cam-

paign called “Let Us Exist”.
Ms. Hamidi, a taekwondo
champion who was Af-
ghanistan’s flag-bearer at
the Tokyo Olympics in
2020, now lives under pol-
ice protection in France.

“When 1 spoke out
against the Afghan cricket
team, their fans first at-
tacked me on social me-
dia,” she said, describing
how within days she re-
ceived more than 5,000
phone calls and messages
with death threats and
rape threats after she was
‘doxxed’ (had all her perso-
nal information leaked ov-
er the Internet) in Septem-
ber 2024.

“All T said was that the
Taliban are not recognised,
and that the team must not
be allowed to normalise
them by competing in in-
ternational sport,” Ms. Ha-
midi said.

In Pakistan, where his
team won a thrilling match
against England on Febru-
ary 26, Afghanistan cap-
tain Hashmatullah Shahidi
said he supported the wo-
men’s team’s right to play,
but the situation was

Facing threat: Olympic athlete Marzieh Hamidi fled from
Afghanistan in 2021 after the Taliban took over. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

beyond their control.

“We are sportspersons.
We control what we can do
inside the ground, and we
can’t worry about what’s
happening out of the
ground,” Mr. Shahidi told
The Hindu. “Everyone likes
to see everyone play. When
it comes to politics and
those things which we can-
not control, we are only
cricket players, we can
control things on the
ground,” he added.

Though the English and
Australian teams played
matches with Mr. Shahidi’s
team at the ICC tourna-
ment, their Boards have

called on the ICC to review
its recognition of the team.
In 2024, Cricket Australia
cancelled a T20 series
against Afghanistan, citing
a “deteriorating human
rights situation for women
and girls”.

In January this year, af-
ter 160 British MPs signed a
petition calling for their
team to boycott the game
on February 26, UK. Prime
Minister Keir Starmer said
that the ICC “should clear-
ly deliver on their own
rules and make sure that
they (the Afghanistan
Cricket Board) are support-
ing women’s cricket as the

England Cricket Board
does”.

Several Boards have also
suggested that the ICC con-
sider recognising the 2020
Afghan women’s team,
who are now refugees and
reunited in Melbourne for
a match on January 30 this
year.

ICC president Jay Shah,
however, overruled the ob-
jections. In statements to
Reuters and the BBC, Mr.
Shah said the ICC was “re-
viewing certain communi-
cations concerning Af-
ghanistan women’s cricket
and exploring how they
can be supported within
ICC’s legal and constitu-
tional framework”, and
would continue to engage
the Afghanistan Cricket
Board on the issue.

The decision was a dis-
appointment, said Ms. Ha-
midi, who is now training
for the Los Angeles Olym-
pics in 2028, but is uncer-
tain about the future, given
the threats over her boy-
cott calls. She said India
had a particular responsi-
bility to ensure justice for
women in sports in Af-

ghanistan, given the role
played by India in training
the Afghan team from its
start in 2001.

“It was wonderful that
India helped build the

team of its neighbour, of

Afghanistan. But support-
ing it today comes at a cost
— they [the Afghan cricke-
ters] are normalising a
group of terrorists. It isn’t
just gender apartheid that
is a problem in Afghanis-
tan; the treatment of all Af-
ghans by the Taliban is a
problem,” she said.

Asked how she focuses
on her training, Ms. Hami-
di said she has learnt to roll
with the punches. Born to
an Afghan refugee family
living in Iran in 2002, she
moved between Iran and
Afghanistan  throughout
her childhood.

In 2020, she moved
back to Kabul and pursued
her taekwondo skills, re-
presenting her country at
international champion-
ships until the Taliban took
control of Afghanistan in
August 2021.

(With inputs from Shayan
Acharya, Lahore)

‘India should not support Afghanistan men’s cricket team at
the cost of women who are facing bans by the Taliban’

‘I I dIfedre garT gfaaferd Afgensit Hr Faa |
IhaTfAETeT T GI9 frave A7 T Fordet 7gt FI&1 Aigw

As the Afghan men’s cricket team gains praise for its performance in
the ICC Champions Trophy, 22-year-old Olympic athlete Marzieh
Hamidi faces death threats for calling for a boycott against the team.

I FBAMTATATT T I39 e €7 ICC ATTH ST 7 ATTER Te2ier FT @
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FRUT FATT A AR T TATHAT AT Y &1

Ms. Hamidi, who fled Afghanistan in 2021 after the Taliban takeover, says the ICC
must enforce its rule against countries that do not have both men’s and women’s
teams.

2021 & FIfoETeT & Feat & q1G APIMNTATATT SISt aTel FHIEY T FgaT & f ICC Fi 39t
vt &t ey e aife, forwet gt sitv Al Q= #r & sffard €

She believes teams promoted by the Taliban should be boycotted, similar to how
South African teams were once banned for apartheid policies.

3T AT ¢ [oh ATferaTsT EaRT TaTRe AT T afESHR FRaT ST a1, SR gfavor ke
AT Y o Afaat F wror gfaefaa frar = an

Threats and attacks on Hamidi

g F aAfFAT 3T g

Speaking at the Herat Security Dialogue in Madrid, Ms. Hamidi introduced her
campaign "Let Us Exist".

ﬁ%gﬁmgmmﬁmﬁgmmﬁM"atmm' 3T &1 9R=T
e

As a taekwondo champion and Afghanistan’s flag-bearer at the Tokyo Olympics
2020, she now lives under police protection in France.

TF aRFaIE) FREe 3R 2020 AT 3ERE F ABIMTATA T eaTagd gHCT 3T B
# gferw e & a5a 1 @ 8

After she spoke out against the Afghan cricket team, she received over 5,000 death
and rape threats and was doxxed in September 2024.

I Jogiol B fohhe AF & FeTw aleT, af 3¢ 5,000 A 3w o7 F AR 311
ToITchR A gATFAT el 3T RAdeT 2024 & 39 A FwR gras@® FT 8 T

Afghan cricket team’s response

R fohahe O Y yfafwar

Afghanistan captain Hashmatullah Shahidi, after winning a match against England
on February 26, said he supported women'’s right to play but stated that the situation
was beyond their control.

26 YA Y 73 F FBaTE A Saa F a1g, AFINfATATT & FTART gUATeATE ATfear o
el o ag AR & Vet F FSFR &1 AT Fa &, AfheT a8 Y 39 [Agaor @
TR R
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He emphasized that as sportspersons, their focus is on the game, not politics.

3ogie) el T TRTE @ & a1, @ @l W &AT Higd Fa &, 7 fF Terehfa

International response and ICC’s stand

s wfafdwar sk IcC F1 3@

England and Australia’s cricket boards have urged the ICC to review its recognition
of Afghanistan’s team.

373 31T JTE AT & e A1 & ICC A rPpafATarsT Fr A7 Y Agar F Felan F

=T 3T R Bl
In 2024, Cricket Australia cancelled a T20 series against Afghanistan, citing the
"deteriorating human rights situation for women and girls".

2024 #, e Jreeforan A Irpenfaedrsr & f&TH U T20 4@el Teg F &1, J€ Fed §U

& " Afgait ik F=fFal & R AaReRt ff Rufy e @

In January 2024, after 160 British MPs signed a petition urging the England team to
boycott a match, U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer stated that ICC should enforce
its rules and ensure support for women’s cricket.

STadY 2024 #, 160 fafeer @rwel & v 1T | gFaeR Frv ik sdsdmadw #r
TTESHFR FTT FT ATAT FATI 3T W T F T hR TS o7 Fgl 76 ICC FY 39t
forarar g Fa afew 3k AfRenst & frde F1 aarde giaaa wwar @i

Some Boards have suggested that ICC recognize the 2020 Afghan women’s team,
now reunited as refugees in Melbourne.

O SI5H & AT 4T 7o ICC Y 2020 3rwaneT Afgem & Ft Agar = =g, s 31
Aee A RONRAA F T H v g R
However, ICC president Jay Shah stated that the ICC is reviewing communications

regarding Afghanistan women'’s cricket and exploring ways to support them within
ICC’s legal framework.

gTcliTeh, ICC 3TEq8T ST ATE o gl o ICC BN Afgel fohehe IT HAR T HIET F @I
3R 37 WA & F T Ao aarer @Il

India’s role and responsibility

A & s1fAeT 3R Freaer

Ms. Hamidi believes India has a particular responsibility to ensure justice for
Afghan women in sports due to India’s role in training the Afghan team since 2001.

GHIET AT § foh s Y farery et ¥ & @ srwenfaware & @t & afgensit & faw
g FiaRad #X, Fifeh 2001 @ #RA & Ihener & F wiAaTor F Ageaqet sifaw fems
gl
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e She said that while India’s support helped build the Afghan team, today, continuing
support means normalizing the Taliban regime.

3ogie T o ART & FHAT A HHIT AH h) AFAT T A A i off, Al T 59
AL Y AR IWAT AT ATH Y ATHATT FATAT @13 |

e “ltisn’t just gender apartheid that is a problem; the treatment of all Afghans by the
Taliban is a serious issue,” she added.

"Rt e Tamsieg & warean w1t &, arferaTer garT Wit srpanat & Ay T ST arer
sqagR ot e Ae@T B, 351 FeTl

Hamidi’s resilience and future plans

gAY it Ferdefierar s sifasy iy Aee

e Bornin an Afghan refugee family in Iran in 2002, Hamidi moved between Iran and
Afghanistan throughout her childhood.

2002 & &7 & U BT ROt afar & Jwal, i) & 3ruat suaer & &3 3%
HRITAEATT & ST FHT fRaTi

e In 2020, she moved back to Kabul to train in tackwondo, representing Afghanistan in
international championships.

2020 #, a§ FIqel aT9w 78 3R ArIFAist # afaor dwt Al AREw e &
pINfaEdra 1 gfafaftea

e She is now training for the Los Angeles Olympics in 2028, despite facing threats
over her boycott campaign.

gg 379 2028 91F Tl e e & forw gfefor o W@ &, graiies 39 aieser 3T &

FRUT 3o UATHEAT T ATHAT FIAT IS T
e Asked about how she stays focused, she said she has "learned to roll with the
punches."

SIS 318 T I f g €1eT hdl Shiod @l €, oY 3wgiat el foh At gT aRfPufer &1
AT F o g
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1.Renowned artist HHmmat Shah dies of heart attack at 92
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Renowned artist
Himmat Shah dies

IPCS
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI

Renowned artist and
sculptor Himmat Shah
died at Jaipur’s Shalby Hos-
pital after a heart attack on
Sunday, his close friend Hi-
manshu Jangid told PTI.
Mr. Shah was 92.

“Although he was not
feeling well for the last one
week, he was actively
working in his studio. On
Monday, he had a heart at-
tack following which he
passed away,” Mr. Jangid
said.

He is survived by two
sisters, who will take part
in his last rites on Monday
in Jaipur.

Born in Gujarat’s Lothal
in 1933, Mr. Shah was inad-
vertently introduced to ter-
racotta art and other ob-
jects from the Indus Valley
Civilisation.

He was later sent to
Gharshala, a school affiliat-
ed to Dakshinamurty,
where he studied under ar-
tist-educator Jagubhai
Shah before joining the J.J.
School of Art in Bombay,
and moving on to Baroda
on a government scholar-
ship from 1956 to 1960.

In Baroda, he was in-

of heart attack at 92
|

HIMMAT SHAH
(1933 - 2025)

fluenced by N.S. Bendre
and K.G. Subramanyan. La-
ter in 1967, he received a
French government scho-
larship to study etching un-
der S.W. Hayeter and Krish-
na Reddy at Atelier 17,
Paris.

Mr. Shah shared his days
at the Faculty of Fine Arts
in Baroda with one of his
contemporaries and re-
nowned painter Gulammo-
hammed Sheikh.

Remembering Mr. Shah
as an “ebullient and jovial”
person, Mr. Sheikh said he
developed a “highly indivi-
dualised approach” to
sculpture, “...changing the
idea of making a human
head in multiple ways with
ingenious dexterity and
creative spirit”.

3TehT forereT 8Y arm|

Family and last rites

@R 3T 3ifas &R

Renowned artist HHmmat
Shah dies of heart attack at
92

YA FAFR FFAT ATE F1
QTR IAHFE qNeHF A
forerer

Renowned artist and sculptor
Himmat Shah passed away at
Jaipur’s Shalby Hospital on
Sunday due to a heart attack.

YRy FareR IR AfdwR Reaa
Mg T MAEAR T SR & Aol
FEqdTer A el &1 T ysa & fAersr

&1 T

. He was 92 years old, and his close
friend Himanshu Jangid confirmed his
passing.

g8 92 99 & &, 3R 3e7eh HI T Ry
Sifars & 3aa foverer iy gt $

. Although he had been unwell for

the past week, he continued working
actively in his studio.

gt a8 S T Fodig ¥ 3FaET 3,
MI A RN AIFT T IFA T
|

. On Monday, he suffered a heart
attack, leading to his passing away.
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e Heis survived by two sisters, who will participate in his last rites in Jaipur on
Monday.

3o NS gt a5+t §, ST AR F FAR # 3978 37 FFHR A anfarer g

Early life and education

IRAF s 3T Rew

e Bornin 1933 in Lothal, Gujarat, he was exposed to terracotta art and Indus Valley
Civilization artifacts at an early age.

1933 & I & WY & SIwA, 3¢ YBIATCA! 37 H Iher Fell AR Ry ardt wogar
Ferpiaat & TR FHIrr =

e He later joined Gharshala, a school affiliated with Dakshinamurty, where he studied
under artist-educator Jagubhai Shah.

S1G #, 3ogiel GTATOTfel W HAGH ERRATAT Thel # IEAAT fHAT, ST6T 3opie] HelThR-FAETH
STTHTS AT F AT 7 Hiar

e Hethen enrolled at J.J. School of Art in Bombay and later moved to Baroda on a
government scholarship (1956-1960).

S8 d1C 3reiol A Y .S THeT 6 HTE F waer XA 3N a1g & awwy srEghr (1956-
1960) X FEieT T T

Influences and international exposure

gaTe 3R ARSI 7o

e InBaroda, he was influenced by N.S. Bendre and K.G. Subramanyan.
gter #, 3 v w. 4% 3R F.5f. gEwvaT F ynfad gol

e 1In 1967, he received a French government scholarship to study etching under S.W.
Hayter and Krishna Reddy at Atelier 17, Paris.

1967 &, 3¢ W TFR I sTagh e, [SHd 3gi IRT & refoaw 17 # vw.seey,
T 3 Fom 353t & Irefier vRier # sreawe R

Legacy and artistic contributions

T 3 FdcAS AerE

e He shared his time at the Faculty of Fine Arts, Baroda, with renowned painter
Gulammohammed Sheikh.

3eeiel T3laT & WIS HIEW FHI A AT HAYT Tt RTdHR T Algrag 9 F A1y
qrT R

¢ Remembering him as an "ebullient and jovial" personality, Mr. Sheikh praised his
unigue approach to sculpture.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

PageSO

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

IETH ANgFAE AG A 37g " FararT AR FaqE” aqﬁaamammnﬁwﬁ

srgfadia A F auEaT AN

o He transformed the concept of creating human heads in multiple ways with
ingenuity and creativity.
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