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22 missing after avalanche
hits village in Uttarakhand ~

Efforts to rescue BRO project workers trapped under ice affected by continuous snowfall; among

the 55 civilian workers at the site, 10 have been rescued, says Army; 23 persons believed to be safe

|GS Paper I: Geography|

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

n a life-or-death race
l against time, teams
from the Indian Army
and the Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police are working to
save 22 workers who are
feared to be trapped be-
neath the ice after a devas-
tating glacier avalanche hit
a Border Roads Organisa-
tion (BRO) project site at
Mana village in Uttarak-
hand’s Chamoli district
around 5 a.m. on Friday.
According to the Utta-
rakhand government,
there were 57 civilian work-
ers present at the affected
site where BRO construc-
tion work has been ongo-
ing for the past two years.
Chamoli district’s Disas-
ter Response Officer Nand-
kishore Joshi said that the
workers had been sleeping

Herculean task: Indian Army personnel engaged in rescue work
following an avalanche in Uttarakhand on Friday. PTi

inside a couple of contain-
ers when the avalanche hit
their sheds. The victims in-
clude the construction
workers as well as earth
mover drivers and other
machine operators.

“There has been contin-
uous snowfall in the area
for the past 48 hours,” he
said, adding that while ma-

ny of the workers managed
to run out of the sheds, ma-
ny others are trapped un-
der the mountain of ice
that has covered the site.
Army Brigade Comman-
der Mandeep Dhillon said
that a dedicated rescue
team — comprising seven
officers, 17 Junior Commis-
sioned Officers (JCO), and

150 other personnel of the
IBEX Brigade, which is
trained for rescue opera-
tions in the Himalayas —
has been deployed in Mana
village since 8 a.m. They
are equipped with a spe-
cialised medical team and
engineering equipment.

“Ten people have been
rescued so far, who are un-
der treatment by Army
doctors. The operation re-
mains ongoing, with all re-
sources focused on saving
lives,” Brigadier Dhillon
said. He added that 22 oth-
er workers were reported
to be safe. Later, the State
government said that they
had managed to trace the
whereabouts of one more
worker and clarified that
two other workers had
been on leave.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

Missing After Avalanche Hits Village in Uttarakhand
3AUES & AT A TIATT F 1€ 22 AT ATIdT
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Indian Army and Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) teams are conducting
rescue operations to save 22 workers trapped under ice after a glacier
avalanche hit a BRO project site at Mana village, Chamoli district,
Uttarakhand, around 5 a.m. on Friday.

AT F1 3R - freare | gferw (ITBP) #r &9 22 Fargyl &1 99 & faw
AT =T W €, I 3IUEE & IAe) oo F AN g F AT HSF HISA
(BRO) & WIS¥¢ HISE IX YFHAR Y6 5 T 3T GaT@ae & FRoT 9 F < o4
gl

e According to the Uttarakhand government, 57 civilian workers were present at the
affected site, where BRO construction work has been ongoing for the past two years.

ITES TFR & 3[AR, 57 ARTRE FAlgy THTAT T W AlS[g ¥, STeT aer arast @

BRO &T fAATOT &1 Il T&T 47|

e Chamoli District Disaster Response Officer Nandkishore Joshi stated that workers
were sleeping inside containers when the avalanche hit. The victims include
construction workers, earth mover drivers, and machine operators.

ATl forer & 3muer wfafar srfaer aefrenit el & sar i Reavaes & e Aergy
Feai # | @ | NSl 7 faATor ATqy, 3rdf A s 3R wefier 3iTex enfAa €

e Continuous snowfall for the past 48 hours has worsened rescue operations. While
some workers escaped, many are still trapped under heavy ice.

Rroe 48 et & FaaR aHart & @1 8, e wma AT Hioe 8 T ¥ F6 A
T H WH 7, Afhel S s ah F A g g

e Army Brigade Commander Mandeep Dhillon confirmed that a dedicated rescue
team, including 7 officers, 17 Junior Commissioned Officers (JCOs), and 150
personnel of the IBEX Brigade, has been deployed in Mana village since 8 a.m. with
medical and engineering teams.

JaT frets FATST AT Reat 7 gite &1 i 7 srftadY, 17 spfras wefters srfaerdt (3CO),
3 IBEX f3rers & 150 {fAt 1 vep faQW aremg &1 gag 8 a9t & ATON MG 7 et 1S
g, it Rrferea st Sefarafiar syt a da

e 10 people have been rescued so far, receiving treatment from Army doctors, while 22
workers are reported to be safe.

T d 10 AN Y 91T AT 8, [SIo VAT & STerext gaRT SateT f&am o1 387 8, Sfafeh 22
I Aiey JIAIT IATT ATIE B |

e The Uttarakhand government later clarified that they have traced one more worker,
and two others were on leave during the incident.

FIAES TFR A T16 7 TqT 3 3egiat Tah AR Fsrgy F1 var oren A g, 3 Y s
ASTEI HTHRI T |
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Avalanche

e Anavalanche is a rapid flow of snow, ice, and debris down a mountainside. These
events can cause significant damage to life and property, especially in mountainous
regions.

Avalanches occur when the gravitational pull on the snowpack exceeds its internal cohesion,
leading to a downward slide. Factors contributing to avalanches include:

e Snowpack Conditions: Variations in snow layers can create weak points.

o Weather: Heavy snowfall, rapid temperature changes, and wind can destabilize the
snowpack.

e Terrain: Steep slopes, typically between 30 to 45 degrees, are more susceptible.

e Human Activity: Activities like skiing or construction can trigger avalanches.

The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) of India has established guidelines
to mitigate avalanche risks. These include:

Hazard Mapping: Identifying and mapping avalanche-prone areas.
Structural Measures: Constructing barriers and deflection structures.
Early Warning Systems: Implementing forecasting and alert mechanisms.
Public Awareness: Educating communities about avalanche safety.

For instance, the NDMA's guidelines on managing landslides and snow avalanches
emphasize the importance of community involvement and capacity building.
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Anuj Kumar
NEW DELHI

With spring in his step and
basant in Sunder Nursery’s
air, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi went lyrical at the
Jahan-e-Khusrau Festival as
he underscored the role of
Sufi tradition in sustaining
the country’s pluralistic
culture while inaugurating
the 25th edition of the Sufi
music festival on Friday.
Addressing  connois-
seurs of Sufi music at the
festival that commemo-
rates the 13th-century poet
and mystic Hazrat Amir
Khusrau, Mr. Modi said,
“Sufi music is our shared
heritage that we have been
living with for centuries.”
Quoting verses of Amir
Khusrau, Rumi, Nizamud-

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Muzaffar Ali, founder of the Jahan-e-Khusrau Festival, and artistes

performing at the 25th edition of the Sufi music fest at Sunder Nursery in New Delhi on Friday. Ani

din Auliya, and Raskhan,
Mr. Modi said, “Sufi saints
in India didn’t limit them-
selves to mosques and
shrines. If they read chap-
ters of the holy Koran, they
also listened to the Vedas.
They added the sweetness

of bhakti sangeet to the call
of azaan”

‘A unifying message’

Expressing the similarity
between Upanishadic
thought and Nizamuddin
Auliya’s Sufi chants, Mr.

Modi said their syntax and
style were different, but
the message was the same.

“Whether you listen to
Surdas or Rahim and Rask-
han or close your eyes to
Khusrau’s poetry, when
you step into depths of

Sufi Music: Our Shared Heritage — Modi
o wefler: gAY | foree — A

With spring in the air at Sunder Nursery, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated the 25th edition of the Jahan-e-Khusrau Sufi Music
Festival on Friday.

He A48 # 6 F Al #, yurees alg A F qHAR F AFH--gEY
T HId AGIcHT F 25§ HEHIOT T 3gTe 4TI

e Addressing the audience at the festival dedicated to 13th-century poet and mystic

Hazrat Amir Khusrau, Mr. Modi highlighted how Sufi music has been part of India's

pluralistic culture for centuries.

1341 7 & Fa 3R qB T gore IHR GE F FATIT 57 FgIewa &, st A A e

o et weltr il & s Y agaiepTas A 1 Rew T 8|

e Quoting Amir Khusrau, Rumi, Nizamuddin Auliya, and Raskhan, he said, "Sufi

saints in India blended bhakti sangeet with the azaan, creating a spiritual harmony."

IR gE, T, TAsmredla s 3k W 1 3ol R g, 3wgie e foh oRa A

consciousness, you reach
the height of spiritual love
where you experience be-
ing one with the almighty.”

‘Connects countries’
The Prime Minister noted
that Sufi saints also helped
bridge geographical boun-
daries and remembered
how he quoted Rumi when
he addressed the Afghan
parliament in 2015.

Mr. Modi stressed that
when Rumi says he doesn’t
belong to any one place
and belongs to every place,
his philosophy is not diffe-
rent from the idea of Va-
sudhhaiva Kutumbakam
(the world is a family).

“These ideas give me
strength when I represent
India in different coun-
tries,” he said.

Y Fal o stfFa Wl Y 3rarrer & Y ST, s 3reaticAs Uehdl ST

A Unifying Message

UehdT T Heer
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e Drawing a parallel between Upanishadic thought and Sufi philosophy, Mr. Modi
noted that while their style may differ, their core message remains the same.

m*msﬁraﬁa&haxaﬁma&ﬁag,aﬁmﬁmﬁsmﬁgﬂﬁ
AT 3797 §, AT 7T AW HEU FA B

e "Whether you listen to Surdas, Rahim, or Khusrau, all lead to the depth of
consciousness and the ultimate experience of spiritual love," he said.

3ogiel ohgT, " ATE HTT HIETH, TEH AT GE F1 ol T AT Aol Y 64 aF o A1
& 3 amenfens Yo WA IHT aF Tgad 51

Connects Countries

&t Y SivgaT @

e Mr. Modi recalled quoting Rumi in his 2015 address to the Afghan Parliament,
emphasizing how Sufi philosophy transcends borders.

it FIEY o 2015 F IFFIAT GHG A T 39 79T H FH Y 3GYA F $ a1 A6 RS,
e TTT gU Foh oY geleT Wt & o S ¥

e He compared Rumi’s philosophy to the Indian belief of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
(The World is One Family), stating that such ideals guide him when representing India
globally.

Segiel Tt & g 1 R & ‘aqdla Fgawer (Wel fed v aRar §) fraw @ Sisd gu
el o & 37eeY 3¢ 39 TaR W AR &1 Tafafeg 3 & IRaT @ &

Hazrat Amir Khusrau: The 13th-Century Poet and Mystic
Fortd AR FEA: 133 ¥l F F 3 gy wa

e Hazrat Amir Khusrau, born as Ab'ul Hasan Yamin ud-Din Khusrau in 1253 CE, was a
distinguished Sufi poet, musician, and scholar during the Delhi Sultanate era.
Renowned for his literary and musical innovations, he is often hailed as the "Parrot of
India" (Tuti-e-Hind).

o EoRd 3HR Gu, fSeTeht STeat 1253 $¥l H 31T 60T AT Ieclel GA b T H §3,
ool Todead 1 & Ta gfaftsd gl wia, HiiaeRr AR fagart & 3e afefeas 3R

I FaTaRT & ToT 9ifed, 3o¢ 3R "dcil-U-f&e" sl ST g

Early Life and Background
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yRfAE sfae 3 gessfa

e Birthplace: Khusrau was born in Patiyali, located in present-day Uttar Pradesh, India.

SeHAEATS: G T SToH dTHTeT 3eT e, W%Wﬁgmml

o Parentage: HIS father, Amir Saif-ud-Din Mahmud, was of Turklsh descent from Balkh
(in modern-day Afghanistan), and his mother hailed from Delhi.

ATAT-RAaT: 3eieh T, 3R A-3¢-8 A, I 7T & & IR e (T
TRANTAETe) T &, Safeh 3aAehT AT oo T 2t

Literary Contributions

aifgfcas anre

e Multilingual Proficiency: Khusrau primarily composed poetry in Persian but also
wrote in Hindavi and Punjabi. His works reflect a harmonious blend of Persian and
Indian cultures.

TESIT GETAT: YA A HETA: HRET  Hfadr T, oifhet fRgd 3R goe # & forar|
3eTeh AT A BREAT 3N ARAT FERTAl 7 FHaT G@sS S g
o Poetic Forms: He mastered various Persian poetic forms, including ghazal, masnavi,

gata, rubai, and do-baiti. His ghazals, in particular, have had a lasting impact on Indian
literature.

HTT TI: gl IoTol, ALAAT, ST, 313, 3R -t afgd TAfFeT PRI Freg wat 7
HERA g1iael 7| fadw &0 &, 3T IToTall T FRAT ATfecd I TATAT J3TT IsT &

e Hindavi Poetry: While primarily a Persian poet, Khusrau is also credited with
composing verses in Hindavi, contributing to the development of the language.

gt Hiaar: w:ﬂﬁ%gﬁ,@ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁ,%w%
ICEAR R R I ECAGRE I

Musical Innovations
g A FaER

o Father of Qawwali: Amir Khusrau is often regarded as the pioneer of Qawwali, a
devotional Sufi music form that remains integral to South Asian culture.

FedTell F SeTeh: IR GERT T HFE dhedTell & el & & H HLAT ST &, S Teh
HTPTYUT T HfteT T ¢ 3R SfET0T TRIATS TEepicl 1 311 Rear gl

e Introduction of Ghazal: He played a pivotal role in introducing the Persian ghazal to
Indian music, enriching the subcontinent's musical heritage.

ISl HT IR gl HRAT HIfd H BREY IToTeT bl TEJ T it H Ageaqor AT
fovers, Tora® SuAgTedy & Hellel faRTad Foey g5
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o Creation of Musical Styles: Khusrau is credited with developing various musical
styles and instruments, though specific details and evidence are limited.

wafter At 1 gorer: GERT 1 faffieer Goler Aot 3R arezrH=1t & fasre &1 49 fear
ST &, gretiten fafRrse faaor 31 samor Sfaa €

Association with Sufism
ghrarg § gay

e Disciple of Nizamuddin Auliya: Khusrau was a devoted disciple of the renowned Sufi
saint Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya. Their spiritual bond is celebrated in Sufi traditions,
and Khusrau's compositions often reflect his deep reverence for his mentor.

forsmeredier sitferar & R et 9ffiey gt da gord Hemmeedi= siforar & gafia
RIS | 3eTept 3TeATTcHS Haer FobT TR 7 HARIT ST &, 3R GERT T TATT e
379eY [% o Gl 3eTeht LT AcET 1 aRiiel &1

1. Rumi (Jalaluddin Rumi)

1. THY (STeTelegleT )

e Jalaluddin Muhammad Rumi (1207-1273 CE) was a Persian poet, Islamic scholar,

and Sufi mystic. STeTGaNT HgFAE T (1207-1273 5¢) Teh BREY Hid, SETHAT
fagaret 3R gohr € 2
e He is one of the most widely read poets in the world, known for his spiritual and

mystical poetry. I8 &f=2T & HeA 31Tk I STl Tt HidA H § Th g, ST 34
3reaTfeAs 3R EEIAIET HiadI3i & forv IRigy g

o His major work, Masnavi (Masnavi-ye-Ma’navi), is considered one of the greatest

pieces of Sufi literature. 3eTehl YT TUAT, AWA! (HHeTd)- - He7ef)), TH AR & Ted
HEll TUT H I Teh ATl STl g

Teachings and Philosophy

fRrae 3ty geieT
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« Rumi’s philosophy centers around love, devotion, and unity with God. ¥ & &eia
&I g 99, iFa 3R feaT F Ty vwar g

o He emphasized Sama (whirling dance) as a form of devotion to God. 3gieT HHT
(G ATelY e |ILET) T S T bl T Teh T TATAT|

o His poems reflect themes of divine love, human emotions, and Sufi mysticism. 3oTehr

AT feed 9, AT AT X Fhr WEEgare & fawah 1 gl 1
Influence and Legacy

waTa 3 faraa

o His works have been translated into multiple languages, influencing poets and thinkers

across cultures. 3eehT TTT S Wﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁg@ 3R e dEhicaal & wiaar
3R Taarept &1 gsmiad foRam|

e The Mevlevi Order (Whirling Dervishes) was founded based on his teachings. 3ssh
fRIBTT3T & TR R Aerd) AT (GHA aTel EIAL) T FATIAT E5|

2. Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya

2. goRd fasrmaedler itferan

e Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya (1238-1325 CE) was a famous Sufi saint of the Chishti
order in India. g9Ie fremeedrT 3iforar (1238-1325 5+ AR & e Befda & v
e gt ad |

e He lived in Delhi and is known for his deep spiritual wisdom and humanitarian

teachings. I f&eell 7 3§ & 3R 379 ITgdY 3meaTicHs AT 3R ATaararcT Rgmsit &
fow g 81

o His shrine (Dargah of Nizamuddin Auliya) in Delhi remains a major pilgrimage site.

feel & T&UT 3ol S8 (fA5T17qg1e7 el dr aX7TTg) Teh Yo ey g

Teachings and Philosophy

fRrae 3ty geieT
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e He believed in love for humanity, service to the poor, and devotion to God. 3ogieT
Alad & ufa 94, T18a) F dar, 3R Seav & wfa sfea 7 Aeara o

« Promoted the idea of universal brotherhood (Sulh-e-Kul). H&E WHHTET (Folp- T o)
T TR T

« He opposed the unnecessary rituals and orthodoxy in religion. 3=giet &3 & ’ATTTHR
Jf-Rarsit 3R Feear ar A R

Influence and Legacy

waTa 3 faraa

« Inspired poets like Amir Khusrau, who was his disciple. 3egi= 3#HR & 51 Hiadr
& AR fora, it 3Tk s |

« His teachings laid the foundation for the Bhakti and Sufi movements in India. 3sTehr
fRreT3it = o1 & s1fFar 3R by arieerat iy sig &

« His annual Urs festival is celebrated at his Dargah with Qawwali performances. 3sTsh

XATE T X AT 36 AGHT HARI AT &, T swearely sregfaat g €1

3. Raskhan

3. {HdET

e Raskhan (1558-1628 CE) was a poet devoted to Lord Krishna. TH@ETT (1558-1628
S¥f)) $TITTT T o 7ol id |

o He was a Muslim by birth but later became a devout follower of Krishna. @ =& &
HITerA &, Afhet STe H FUT & WA $Fd &1 7T

« He wrote in Braj Bhasha, a dialect of Hindi. 3=glel seT 18T & IT=TC Tl

Teachings and Philosophy

e 3R g
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 He emphasized devotion (bhakti) towards Krishna. 3=giel Fsor & fer s1fda =X

fe=m
o His poetry describes Krishna’s leelas (divine plays) in Vrindavan. Eﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁqmﬁ

# 0T 1 SIS qoTe AT B
o He expressed that love for God transcends religious boundaries. 3=giel cg&d T
o Seav & wfay 9o enfife damai @ o ¥

Influence and Legacy

waTa 3 faraa

« His works influenced Vaishnavism and Bhakti poets like Surdas and Tulsidas. 3sTehr
TTC deoraare 3R i Haat S8 grer 3R Jerdiers @1 genfad i ¢
« Some of his famous verses are included in Bhakti literature. 3sTeht IfAcHr Hfadre

sfFd wfeca 1 fgear g |
o His samadhi (tomb) is in Vrindavan, Uttar Pradesh. 3sTeh! AT gaTaet, 3T q&2r H

ua gl

Pagel 1
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Tribal outfits protest in Capital for
separate religion column in Census

IGS Paper I: Society

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Multiple organisations re-
presenting Scheduled
Tribe communities from
Jharkhand, Madhya Pra-
desh, Rajasthan, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh and several
other States on Friday held
a demonstration at Jantar
Mantar in New Delhi to
press for the demand to
add a separate column for
religions followed by tribal
communities in India in
the upcoming Census
exercise.

‘Identity negated’

In a memorandum to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, representatives of
the protesting organisa-
tions said their distinct reli-
gious identity was negated
when the 2001 and 2011
Censuses forced them to

Tribal Outfits Protest in Capital for Separate Religion Column

in Census

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

The protesters hailing from States mcludmg Jharkhand M. P and
Odisha, at Delhi’s Jantar Mantar on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

mark their religion under
the “Others” column -
bunching tribal faiths un-
der a miscellaneous cate-
gory, which led to many
tribal families being
marked as Hindu by enum-
erators despite mentioning
their respective faiths.

The organisations,
which were brought to-
gether by the Rashtriya
Adivasi Samanvay Samiti,

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488 B

headed by Jharkhand BJP
leader Deo Kumar Dhan,
said multiple representa-
tions to the Union govern-
ment over the last decade
for a separate religion co-
lumn have yielded no posi-
tive outcome.

“The government is not
paying attention to our de-
mands and neither is it tak-
ing it seriously,” the memo-
randum said.
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HISaAT FT geei

Multiple organisations representing Scheduled Tribe (ST)
communities from Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, and other states protested at Jantar Mantar, New Delhi,
on Friday.

SRES, ALY &, TSI, 3 f3em, oiraere 3 3w Tl & g
SeTater (ST) WG 1 yfafaftes F3a I 3% Worse YFAR F 715 freelt
& FaT AR W 92 fmam

e The demandistoinclude a separate column for tribal religions in the upcoming
Census.

3Ah! AT & T 3o aTelY STST9TTAT # FASTAT AT & fIT Tah 371 hicta A fFar
|

Identity Negated
9gdl ¥ AR

e Inamemorandum to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the protestors stated that their
distinct religious identity was ignored in the 2001 and 2011 Census.

TETTHAT A3 AV &Y VT 3T AT F YAl F Fal 7 2001 31 2011 &Y FA=101AT
# 37hr RAfArse enfie ggare F1 AoR3iEeT FI 231 47|

e Since tribal religions were forced to be categorized under the “Others” column, many
tribal families were incorrectly marked as Hindus by enumerators.

it ST 4T Y " 3T FierA F Ao TWT AT AT, FATAT FF ST TRART FHr
IOTATHRI GERT et adF F g & w7 & Rifdaa frar mam)

e The protest was led by the Rashtriya Adivasi Samanvay Samiti, under Jharkhand
BJP leader Deo Kumar Dhan.

$H Y& $T Aqcd FARTE & HISTIT AT 47 FAN U SaRT T I fearsh
TH-ag wiAfa A |

e The organisations said they had made multiple representations to the Union
government over the past decade, but there was no positive response.

W EITSAT o gl foh TSl g 7 Fegiet F8 IR g TSR F AU B, it 18
HFRICHAS Siafshar gt e
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e The government is not paying attention to our demands, the memorandum stated.

AT H gl 7T fF TR AR AT W) &A1 A1 & W &

NoO new construction,
renovation works in
Mehrauli park, says SC

IGS Paper I: Medieval History

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day stayed new construc-
tion and renovation of the
centuries-old religious
structures inside the Meh-
rauli Archaeological Park in
the Capital. This includes
the 13th-century Ashiq Al-
lah Dargah and Chillagah of
Baba Farid, the revered Sufi
saint.

A Bench comprising
Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna
and Justice Sanjay Kumar
was hearing a plea filed by
Zameer Ahmed Jumlana
seeking to protect the reli-
gious structures inside the
park.

The petitioner claimed
that the Delhi Development
Authority had planned the

demolition of the struc-
tures in the name of remov-
ing encroachments without
assessing their historical
significance.

ASI status report

Senior advocate Nidhesh
Gupta referred to the Ar-
cheological Survey of In-
dia’s (ASI) status report and
said that a historical monu-
ment found there was built
around 700 years ago.

The CJI said, “People
keep encroaching and put-
ting up shops to earn mo-
ney” while asking the ASI to
prepare a site plan to pre-
vent further encroach-
ment. Additional Solicitor
General K.M. Nataraj said,
“Let us find out which
[structures] are built newly
and which are old.”

S IGEES

No New Construction,
Renovation Works in
Mehrauli Park, Says SC

gAIA FIE FT ATERA: FAglell
91 #H FIE 747 AT A1
sTaYelIeh<oT AET

The Supreme Court on Friday
ordered a stay on new
construction and renovation of
centuries-old religious
structures inside the Mehrauli
Archaeological Park, Delhi.

A FIE A YHAR FY ool &
Hele rafeas ard 7 wfeat
W TAF el & 77 forafor
3R TR0 91 A eI F
meer f&m

. This includes the 13th-century
Ashiq Allah Dargah and Chillagah of
Baba Farid, a revered Sufi saint.

g 13t eararedt i 3fAF redTE SWEE
3R wfigy gt wa amar wiig A Reammg

e A Bench comprising Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna and Justice Sanjay Kumar heard
a plea filed by Zameer Ahmed Jumlana to protect these religious structures.

HET ~ArATERr Holta @oatt AR FArefet Fora FAR A A5 7 FHR 3ge AT g@rr
ERR AT 9T FoAars A, forae se7 enfiie Torail v geat it #@fr At 75 o
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The petitioner claimed that the Delhi Development Authority (DDA) planned to
demolish these structures under the pretext of removing encroachments without
assessing their historical significance.

FIRFTHRAT A grar fRar & et e wffsor (DDA) AfaFAT g F AT W 5
AT FY RS Y AT Ta7 T &, a1 3978 MAeAF Aged &1 3mFa ol

ASI Status Report
Tuyans $r Rufa R

Senior advocate Nidhesh Gupta referred to an Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)
report, stating that a monument found in the park was built around 700 years ago.

qiRss 3ifergerdr ferer Ioar F AR Tieed TSRTT (ASI) FHr REIE 7 garen & gU et &

UTF H 97T 3T U TARS T 700 HIT Tgol =117 14T AT|

The CJl observed that people keep encroaching on heritage sites, setting up shops
for money-making, and asked ASI to prepare a site plan to prevent further
encroachments.

HET ~TATeier (CJ1)  FgT i er semar faraa el o Afasaor # @ § 3R g
AR 3T FAT @ & 378l TOHHTE F AT F IHTAFAT FY At F AT vF 15 Ao
IR F Y FET|

Additional Solicitor General K.M. Nataraj stated that authorities need to distinguish
between newly built and ancient structures before taking any action.

IfaReTaT i TR F.07. detrer o Fal & v off F1¢ard @ ggor I8 9ar s
S & o Fie ot wraee 79 7= ¥ sl e o urie E
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(GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International Relations)

1.

India, EU Set Year-End Deadline for Trade Deal,
Security, Defence Pact

e 3R Ay o & AR wHSla, gean AR EnafrF
foT a¥ & 3rq a% FATHEAT T Y

. Pune Rape Accused Held After 3 Days, Sent to Police

Custody
ot SelTehR 3R 3 et arg ARwaR, gfew e # sem
T

. Trinamool Moves Privilege Motion Against Jaishankar

qUIHE o FTIAF & BaTe RAANRAFR garer vFara der frar

. Kangana Ranaut and Javed Akhtar Settle Defamation

Case

FHIEAT TN 3R F1AE IHEA A ATAGIA FT ATHAT AT

. Recognition of Universities Will Be Revoked if They

Flout Discrimination Rules: Centre

. [reafaererat i Araar wATed gl i 3 Agema st F1

Soddd Hld & DG

. Starmer to Host Ukraine Summit Tomorrow; NATO

Leaders to Attend
TERFAT Fel Yahe TAWT FFAS T ASTaTAT HE1; NATO AT
grer anfAe
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trade deal, security, defence pact

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

India and the European
Union are working towards
concluding their long-
pending bilateral Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) by
the end of 2025, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi said
on Friday after meeting
with EU Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen
here. They are also discuss-
ing a new strategic security
and defence partnership
agreement, to replace the
current Strategic Roadmap
for 2020-2025, ahead of
the next EU-India summit
expected later this year.
Ms. von der Leyen was
in Delhi to lead the College
of Commissioners, the big-
gest such visit by the EU
Cabinet thus far. “We have
prepared a blueprint for
collaboration in the areas

GS Paper II: India-EU

Ursula von der Le&en with Narendra Modi ahead of their meeting at
the Hyderabad House, in Delhi on Friday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

of trade, technology, in-
vestment, innovation,
green growth, security,
skilling, and mobility. We
have directed our teams to
conclude a mutually benef-
icial bilateral Free Trade
Agreement by the end of
this year,” Mr. Modi an-
nounced on Friday.
Progress in the FTA talks
— which began first in 2007
and were relaunched in

2022 — has eluded both
teams of negotiators thus
far. The new directive to
complete the negotiations
by the end of the year is in-
tended to give them a “pol-
itical push” ahead of the
next round of talks to be
held from March 10 to 14 in
Brussels.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8
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India, EU Set Year-End Deadline for Trade Deal, Security,
Defence Pact

R 3R U T F AR FHSl, JRaT AR wr e F v ay
& 37d I GAGHHAT 9T Y

India and the European Union (EU) are working to finalize their long-
pending Free Trade Agreement (FTA) by the end of 2025, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi announced on Friday after meeting EU
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen.

R 3R AT § (EV) 3Ma o @7 & i {Fd SR @671 (FTA)
FY 2025 & A qF [ FA F fAT F0T FT 1§ 8, TTHA 7 A F YHAR
Y EU TN Y 3reqeT IYT alet 3T AFT § FATRIT & dTe BIY0TT Y|

e Anew strategic security and defence partnership agreement is also being discussed
to replace the current 2020-2025 Strategic Roadmap, ahead of the next EU-India
summit later this year.

TF T (0T i FR&TT I T&T Wrstart st ox oft = @Y W 8, S ad#me 2020-2025
oI AsHT Y ST A9, 3T ATT & IHd A TEdidd EU-HRT Fray a@dda ¥ g |

e Ms. von der Leyen led the College of Commissioners delegation to Delhi, marking
the largest EU Cabinet visit to India so far.

At ater 3T Aet F U 3T & wfafafsse w1 aqea B, S T a& 1 9@ 937
EU &faae ghr ar|

e Blueprints for collaboration in trade, technology, investment, innovation, green
growth, security, skill development, and mobility have been prepared.

AR, Seifaehy, fvder, samar, s R, geam, sl fwm s afaehear & et
AT F T Trer AR A B

e FTA negotiations began in 2007 and were relaunched in 2022, but no significant
progress has been made so far.

FTA aTee 2007 # [® §§ of 31k 2022 & qa1: & Y 7€, Afehet 319 e 1S Fgea o7 Faricl
e ES &

e Anew political push has been given to conclude the deal by the end of the year, ahead
of the next FTA negotiation round from March 10-14 in Brussels.
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Pune rape accused held after
3 days, sent to police custody

After identification with the help of CCTV footage, the police tracked Dattatray Gade to Gunat

village in Shirur tehsil; an audit of deserted spots in Pune is being undertaken to bolster safety

[GS Paper II: Vulnerable Section of Society |

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

fter an intense hunt
A for three days, pol-
ice tracked down

the man accused of the
rape of a 26-year-old wo-
man in Pune. Dattatray
Gade has been sent to pol-
ice custody for 12 days.

Gade was arrested from
Gunat village in Shirur Teh-
sil of Pune district around 1
a.m. on Friday. The ac-
cused was nabbed with the
help of the villagers and a
dog squad, the police said.
He was presented before
the Judicial Magistrate of
the First Class T.S. Gaigole
at Shivajinagar District
Court in the evening.

Gade is accused of the
rape of the woman who
was waiting for a bus to tra-
vel to her hometown, Phal-
tan, early on Tuesday. He
allegedly approached her
on the pretext of showing
her the right bus and took
her to a parked State-run
bus, where he allegedly
raped her.

During the hearing, the
lawyer representing the ac-
cused argued that the phys-
ical relationship with the
woman was with consent.

During their search op-
eration, the police found a
discarded shirt that was

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj

-

In the net: The man accused of the rape of a woman inside a bus,
being produced at a court in Pune on Friday. pTI

used to help a dog squad
pick up the scent.

Found in a field

They were informed of
Gade’s visit to a house ask-
ing for food but he had fled
before they could reach the
spot. They eventually
tracked him to a field near
a canal, which was close to
his relative’s place, where
he had gone for food and
water. He was then brought
to Pune and handed over to
the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) of Swargate Pol-
ice Station, where he was

formally arrested.

Appreciating the villag-
ers’ help, Pune Commis-
sioner Amitesh Kumar
said: “A team has been
formed to collect evidence
and create a water-tight
case. Special Counsel will
put the case on the fast
track to ensure the accused
is punished. Over 400 local
people from Gunat helped
us in tracing the accused,
for which I will honour
them.”

Several teams — consist-
ing of at least 500 person-
nel from the Crime Branch,

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in '

Swargate Police, riot pla-
toons and recruits from the
headquarters — had been
deployed on a search. Pol-
ice had checked CCTV foot-
age from 23 cameras inside
the bus depot and 48 came-
ras in Pune city. The sus-
pect was identified within
two hours after the com-
plaint was filed.

Mr. Kumar said an audit
of deserted spots, the vicin-
ity of the railway station,
hilltop areas and bus stops
was being undertaken to
put in measures for wo-
men’s safety. A mapping of
deserted areas would be
done to create a safety net,
he added.

Shakti Bill

The long-due Shakti Bill for
women’s safety again took
centre stage, with the Op-
position demanding its
clearance by the Union go-
vernment. The Bill, which
advocates for the death pe-
nalty for grievous offences
of rape, gangrape, and
acid attacks, has been
pending for the last four
years.

Former State Home Mi-
nister and NCP (SP) leader
Anil Deshmukh urged the
State government to get ap-
proval from the Centre and
the President and imple-
ment it in the State.

Road, Gorakhpur
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Pune Rape Accused Held After 3 Days, Sent to Police
Custody

qot FelTeshi R 3 et a1g A, giersr e & st aram

After a three-day search, police arrested Dattatray Gade, accused of
raping a 26-year-old woman in Pune.

ofieT foeT < cremelt & ae, gforw & g a3 Y A R, S qor i 26
aiffa AT ¥ TeTHR HT IR &

He was arrested from Gunat village in Shirur Tehsil, Pune district, around 1 a.m. on
Friday, with the help of villagers and a dog squad.

3} YHAR d5F 1 99 9OF I & R dgdlier & I[are mia § FRwrar fwa oman, Srad ane
aret 3R Sfar TFars Y A o TS|

The accused was presented before Judicial Magistrate T.S. Gaigole at
Shivajinagar District Court, and was remanded to 12 days of police custody.

IR Y =RF AT A.vw. A & gwHer Rasha9r fSrar srerea & der T i,
el 3% 12 &t #r gfaw e F et fem aram

Incident Details

"edT &7 faaor

The woman was waiting for a bus to travel to Phaltan when Gade allegedly misled
her, took her to a parked state-run bus, and raped her.

ATEAT GBI ST & fAT T0 HT $AR FT W AN, ST 9773 7 AT §7 4 38 R0E G,
3 UF @I TIEN a7 & o 3197, 37 3HHT TochR |

During the hearing, the accused's lawyer claimed that the act was consensual, but
police found evidence, including a discarded shirt used for scent tracking.

gAaTS & SR, IR & Fehrer ¥ grar fnar B a5 waw weafa @ a1, Afe gfow ;A o
B9 ¢ o wiea F3 Tqg e, foraeT 3wl ster Trars & a2 &7 vaT d9ret & fare iR

Tracking and Arrest

qdT 9T 3R T
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Villagers informed police that Gade had asked for food at a house, but he fled
before police arrived.

M7 ATt o I HT AT 6 IS F TR W H GIAT A AT, Afhe Ifd & TG el & T
e 9T 91T

Police tracked him to a field near a canal, close to his relative’s house, and
arrested him.

gfer @ 30 TF e F I 0F @ A e fArar, S 38 RedeR & o0 & o a1, 3R 3y
IR o

Over 400 local villagers from Gunat helped police in tracking the accused, and they
will be honored for their support.

IATE T F 400 & HAF TAET At & gfaw F 3R Fr gwzR 7 Fweg A, Sws o
3o¢ GFATAT fhaT STTI|

Police Investigation and Safety Measures
gferer st 3 geeT 3T

A Special Investigation Team (SIT) from Swargate Police Station has taken over
the case, and evidence collection is ongoing.

Tt gford Feee Y AT Sia A (SIT) o 580 A A 7 LEHT A E, 3R Feg
FHEST FIA HT HIH AR &

500 police personnel from various units were deployed, and CCTV footage from 71
cameras was analyzed to identify the suspect within two hours.

500 gﬁvﬁﬁaﬁﬂﬂﬁmmmmn Iﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁgﬁaffaﬁﬁﬁ,
e gy g2 & #ffaw 3t &Y gg=T & S|

Pune Commissioner Amitesh Kumar announced an audit of deserted spots, bus
stops, railway station areas, and hilltops to enhance women’s safety.

qot & GFw g AT FAR F ARGt Y et Jee & fav Faarr vy, a9 &,
T T a1 31 ggTel Tt 1 T3 wre v aivor Y|

Shakti Bill Demand
erfed faer &1 AT

The long-pending Shakti Bill for women’s safety came into focus again, with the
Opposition demanding its immediate approval.

wfgen3it Hr guam & fov afda afFa fFrdas A & 9t & sma, 3R Ruer F swhr aorra
FHordY 1 AT |

The Bill proposes the death penalty for serious crimes like rape, gang rape, and
acid attacks, but has been pending for four years.
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YTaETeT T §, olfehel I g8t & & B

e Former Home Minister Anil Deshmukh urged the State Government to seek
approval from the Centre and implement it in Maharashtra.

94 7€ HAl ATl SAAT A T THR { Fg F A oot IR 3/ ATRIST F AT A HY
3rdfter |

Trinamool moves
privilege motion
against Jaishankar

GS Paper Il:

The Hindulparjjament
NEW DELHI

Trinamool Congress MP
Sagarika Ghose on Friday
moved a privilege motion
against External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar for al-
legedly giving “misleading
and incomplete” informa-
tion regarding the deporta-
tion of Indians from the
United States.

She said that despite the
Minister’s assurance that
the deportees would not
be mistreated, the Indians
who arrived on February
16 too were shackled.

In a letter to Rajya Sabha
Chairman Jagdeep Dhank-
har, Ms. Ghose quoted
from a statement Mr. Jaish-
ankar made in the Upper
House on February 6,
when he reportedly said:
“We are, of course, engag-
ing the U.S. government to
ensure that the returning
deportees are not mistreat-
ed in any manner during
the flight.”

Nine days after the Mi-
nister’s statement, Ms.
Ghose pointed out that 116
deportees, who were sent
back on a second flight,
were once again hand-
cuffed and shackled.
“These deportees have
provided disturbing testi-
monies of mistreatment,

s
Sagarika Ghose

which contradict the assu-
rances given by the Minis-
ter in the House,” she said,
citing the example of an in-
dividual who was forced to
“remove his turban, which
was then thrown into a
dustbin”.

Calling it a “deeply of-
fensive act against Sikh reli-
gious sentiments and
rights”, she claimed that
the deportees were tor-
tured and fed inadequate
food, some of which was
“half-cooked”.

Testimonies from the
February 16 deportees, Ms.
Ghose said, strongly indi-
cated a deterioration in
treatment.

“Given the serious dis-
crepancies between the
Minister’s statement and
the first-hand accounts of
deportees, I request that
this matter be referred to
the Committee of Privileg-
es,” Ms. Ghose said.

Trinamool Moves Privilege Motion
Against Jaishankar

qUIA A TIAFT F @erw fwfasr
gl GEdTd 9T foham

Trinamool Congress MP Sagarika Ghose
moved a privilege motion against External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in Rajya
Sabha.

OIS FA HHE HETREHT €Y o AoIHqHT H
feer 7= vy, ST & @ Fdwiter
golel UTdTa 92T fham|

. She accused him of giving “misleading and
incomplete” information regarding the deportation of
Indians from the U.S..

Iegiel SIAURT I HANFT F ARG F a0 & Faewr F
"1 3 3 ITAHRY o T HRT o9

. Despite Jaishankar’s assurance that deportees
would not be mistreated, Indians deported on February
16 were shackled.

STIUE & FH ATRATHA & d1d9[g [ Aaife ARt & arer
GeAdgR 8T g1, 16 B! Y T 7T HRAT Y gUFI
TgTS TS|

Statement and Contradictions

T 3T RAemsmw
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e In astatement in Rajya Sabha on February 6, Jaishankar had assured that the
government was engaging with the U.S. to ensure humane treatment of deportees.

6 BIGN FY TCITHT H RT 1T 17 F, FTAUFT A 3meardeT feam o7 fF IR 3ARS
YT & T e 98 glaftaa w3 @ ¢ far aifa st & are sreeT sqagr e

S|

e However, on February 16, 116 deportees were handcuffed and shackled,
contradicting Jaishankar’s statement.

AfFT 16 BITEN F1, 116 HARAET FY gUFI TgaA1$ 1S 3 S=RT @ a7em a2, 5@ S

& ST T ST 83T

Pl
e A deportee alleged that his turban was forcibly removed and thrown into a
dustbin, which was seen as an insult to Sikh religious sentiments.

% fAaifia safda @ IR e fF 3w qordt STaRe gera F3ar A $ & 18, o

R e1fie ATTATHT FT YA AT 3T

o Deportees complained about inhumane treatment, inadequate food, and
unhygienic conditions.

fraifal F AT sgaER, IrqTea sere 3R 3rcaes aRTyfaat i Reraa

Demand for Inquiry
ST &Y AT
e Ms. Ghose demanded that the matter be referred to the Committee of Privileges.

A & & AT A B 3w A ) RAdwifter @fafa # @ el

e She stated that the government’s assurances do not match the testimonies of
deportees, raising serious concerns.

37l Hgl fh THPR F AN AaTfAd ARG F a37eT § Ao A8 @1, Tad iR /iar
3cTe<T gl &

What is Privilege Motion?

471 § AR yFde?

* Privilege Motion is moved by a Member of Parliament (MP) when they believe that the
privileges of the Parliament or any of its members have been violated by an individual,
institution, or government.

- frerwIfOre R SeaTa Je ST ST § ST g HiHe AT § o fReY safard, ST a1 SR gy
e T 3T hdT e & AANRAFRY FT 3o fonar =T &

Page2 3
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* It serves as an important tool in a parliamentary democracy to protect the rights and
privileges of MPs.

- Ig FHEIT AT 7 FiwaT & AFAHRT 3R RFAfsRT i 187 3 F71 v Ageaqor A= ¢
Constitutional Provisions
ddufas graeT

* Article 105 of the Indian Constitution grants privileges to Members of Parliament (MPs)
in Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha to ensure their independent functioning.

» HT<BE 105 AThEeT 3R T & Wiwal H1 RFANfAFR JereT Far § aifes d TadT &9 3
T T Heh|

* Article 194 provides similar privileges to members of State Legislatures.

* HEOE 194 T TAUTTHSTT & HEEIT T ST o & RAANMRAFR FeTT v g |

*» These articles grant MPs freedom of speech in Parliament and immunity from legal
action for anything said or done in the course of parliamentary proceedings.

« ¥ 3ese WHHET Y HReATFT FT TadTar IR THET FAGTE! F SRIT FoeA! FRATS & G
el Y &

Types of Privileges

frwfasRt & y&R

1. Individual Privileges
1. SfFaaa fRdwfasR

* MPs have the right to speak and act freely in Parliament.

- HiHaT T THE 7 O FaaadT F et 3R F1F FI F71 30FR S ¢

* MPs cannot be arrested during parliamentary proceedings, except in certain cases like
treason, corruption, or serious criminal offenses.

- AT A & NI R arag F PRear @€t Far s a@ar €, o togs, ssemr ar
R TS ATl F |
2. Collective Privileges

2. Fffeeh fARINITASR
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+ Parliament has the right to regulate its own proceedings without interference.

« T T I 1T F FaTerer A R it gFaaiy @ JFd @ F JOFR T g

» Parliament is protected from external pressure or influence.

- Te Rt ATl gna A1 gEaaT ¥ A gl &

* Parliament has the right to keep its proceedings confidential.

« THS T AT FIRITE Y AGAT T@ HT AFR AT 2 |

What is Breach of Privilege?

RANAFR g &1 37T

« If any individual or organization violates a parliamentary privilege, it is termed as a
Breach of Privilege.

- Ife P T AT ToTo FAE F FFdY RAANAFR FT 3ot HLaT ¢, A 38 RANOFR gt
el ST &

* This breach can occur in various ways:

* g goleT faeafaf@d wdt & &Y Tohelm &:

e Obstructing or threatening a Member of Parliament.

o ToREY TG P ST FHIAT AT AT

e Misrepresenting parliamentary discussions in public or media.
o UG A FT TS T F NS-FAATF T FLAT|

e Making statements that damage the dignity of Parliament.

. maﬁrmmwwmmm

How is a Privilege Motion Moved?

e R yraE Ha o ™T ST 82

« If an MP believes their privileges have been violated, they can submit a Privilege Motion
to the Speaker (Lok Sabha) or Chairman (Rajya Sabha).

- Ife; IS AiE AT § % 30 FAASTRIFRT 1 gofet §31T §, 0l ¢ ANharsim Jreged (Fi) AT
USAHHT 3T (ATHT) A RANRAFR T e F T 8
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* The Speaker or Chairman reviews the motion and decides whether to allow a discussion.

« TRFT AT AT 7 TFaTa Y FHIET FIA & 3 == A IFANT Sof I7 3PN e &l Aoty
Ad gl

« If accepted, the motion is referred to the Committee of Privileges, which investigates the
matter and submits a report.

- I JEAQTT THHR T AT A1 8, o 58 RAANOFR AT F1 9T Jar g, S s & e
TE A B

» Based on the report, appropriate disciplinary action may be taken against the guilty party.

« RAE & MR W, gt Al & RAeTE FTAATeAS FRATS 6 1 el |

Famous Cases of Breach of Privilege in India

R # RANTAFR g1 & @ A
1. Indian Express Case (1978)
1. 339 vFadwT 4 (1978)

* Indian Express newspaper misreported parliamentary proceedings, which was
considered a breach of privilege.

- SR3TST TFAYH AR A THG HT FRAAE ) e a0 & R fFar, 50 FInfsR g
HIAT 17|

» A Privilege Motion was moved against the newspaper.

* IR & T&Th R yrara & |
2. Shashi Tharoor vs. Lok Sabha Speaker (2018)
2. A Y TATH AF AT THFHT (2018)

» Congress MP Shashi Tharoor made controversial remarks against the Lok Sabha
Speaker.

* ST T AT I o NHHT THHT F f@are fAarfea aame &=

* BJP MPs demanded a Privilege Motion against him.

- o) el A 39% @ [AANRER gEdq19 a1 61 AT A

3. Arun Jaitley vs. Arvind Kejriwal (2015)
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e[aT|

Privilege Motion.

3. 37%0T el AT 3R faE Fordiarer (2015)

* AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal accused Rajya Sabha MP Arun Jaitley of corruption.

« 3T TEHY 9Tt & AT IRFAT ForIaTe F ASTHHT HIHE IFIT AT 9T HSEER T 3T

« Jaitley considered this an attack on parliamentary dignity and warned of moving a

* Steell A FH TG T TRAT FI SF g qren garar AR RAMAFR G d1a a1 Hr Faraeh 4|

Y,

[GS Paper II: Defamation
Kangana Ranaut and Javed

Akhtar settle defamation case

Bollywood actor Kangana Ranaut and lyricist
Javed Akhtar on Friday settled through mediation
the defamation case against her to bring to an
end their four-year-long legal battle, with the BJP
MP also apologising for the “inconvenience”
caused to him. According to the two separate
orders of the Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate
court, “the accused is acquitted” and the
complaint is hereby “disposed as withdrawn”.
Mr. Akhtar had filed a complaint against Ms.
Ranaut in July 2020, alleging that she had
defamed and damaged his “immaculate
reputation” by dragging his name into actor
Sushant Singh Rajput’s death during an interview
with a news channel. Ms. Ranaut had later filed a
cross complaint against Mr. Akhtar, alleging
criminal intimidation and insult to modesty. em

Kangana Ranaut and Javed
Akhtar Settle Defamation Case

HIAT Wl 3R FA1Eg rEaw A
HTTETiol ST ATHT TASTAT

Bollywood actor Kangana Ranaut
and lyricist Javed Akhtar settled
their defamation case through
mediation on Friday, ending their
four-year-long legal battle.

ateligs e g weitar i e

ST HEH o AR P ALIEYAT &
ATEAH W HYAT ATAGI ATHAT FAST

fora, [ aR 91 Q=T Fiest faare

HHATCT Y 1T

. Kangana Ranaut apologised for the
“inconvenience” caused to Javed Akhtar as
part of the settlement.

gHEla F d8d, mm’ra#aﬁama;‘rgé
"Jrgfaer & farw ardr A

e The Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate
court ruled that Kangana Ranaut was

acquitted, and the complaint was withdrawn and disposed of.
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3R AT &Y araw AT fArger T )

Background of the Case

ATHA HT A

o Javed Akhtar filed a defamation complaint in July 2020, alleging that Kangana
Ranaut had defamed him by linking his name to Sushant Singh Rajput’s death
during a TV interview.

AT IEAT A FATS 2020 H ARTerer Y e gof w8 Y, [T 3T Semmr arar &
o Share Tl & gerra g TSTqe 1 Al § 31 ATH S5 It Sfa T $|

o Kangana Ranaut later filed a counter-complaint, accusing Javed Akhtar of criminal
intimidation and insult to modesty.

SH& AT A, HIT W of SA1AE HEAT F f@ATE " M9 AF ey 3 7ATer & 3rqAer
T AT T FC T STare RAFTIT gt F:0E|

sfaRea gea =Re afowee 1 seraa F baer R B @ wia # ol frar e g,

What is Defamation?

HATAgTfor 4T 87

» Defamation refers to any false statement that harms the reputation of a person,
organization, or entity.

- ATeTEIT 7 372 TRl ST, TaTaeT AT HEAT T I Y FHAT IgaT aTel S 941 F |

* It can be classified into two types:

« 3 &I YR # TasTToId fohaT ST TehdT &

o Libel (fof@a ATag1f): Defamation in written or printed form, such as newspapers,
books, or social media posts.

« @@= (Libel): FATER 9, fohdrd, Gierer Aifsar aiee s faf@d ar giea
FIHIAT H ATTETT |

o Slander (Hf@% AgIf): Defamation in spoken form, such as speeches or verbal
statements.

. #HIT@® A (Slander): 99Ol I1 HIf S TIAET & ACIH I AR |

Constitutional Provisions on Defamation
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* Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution guarantees "Freedom of Speech and
Expression" to all citizens.

- AT WA 1 370 19(1)(a) Wt AR Y " g fFa i Tad=ar yaweT Far ¢

» However, Article 19(2) imposes "reasonable restrictions" on free speech in the interest
of public order, decency, morality, and defamation.

- gTelifeh, 3TeTeaa 19(2) "WTdSIfave sqayT, amellerar, sifaewar A ArTerfa & 3muR
FfAeafFa A Faadar | "3Ra i damar g

Legal Provisions on Defamation in India

T & AR § T3 FTofal TTaeTe
1. Indian Penal Code (IPC), 1860

1. ¥R g8 |igar (IPC), 1860

» Section 499 of IPC defines defamation as making or publishing a false statement with the
intent to harm a person’s reputation.

« TERH it aRT 499 AT FY IRIRT FIA B, TTH S AT &7 AT YA h4er, vt
%ﬁ?ﬁwﬁaﬁmﬁwq—@l

* Section 500 of IPC prescribes punishment for defamation, which can be up to 2 years
of imprisonment, a fine, or both.

- gt Y &R 500 AR F fAw g3 fvuiRa et 8, Toreet 2 wrer a& 1 &, ST a1 et
g asa &

» Exceptions under Section 499:

« 4RT 499 & 9T HYATE:

e Truth spoken in public good is not defamation.

o AR H FE 1§ Tl 9 ATAGIA 8T ATAT ST |

e Fair criticism of public officials or their work is not defamation.

o WY TTH AT 3% S HY fASqeT == AT AT AT ST

2. Civil Law on Defamation
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» Defamation is also a civil wrong in India, where the victim can file a civil lawsuit for
monetary compensation.

» HIeTETeT AR 3R (Civil Wrong) 81 &, forad D egfera anfée arfaqfed & fore geawear
SR T FHaT ¢

* Unlike criminal defamation, civil defamation does not involve imprisonment but only
monetary damages.

« TR AR & AU, AR A 7 Fe 78 erd, afew Faer 3nfds eoa 1
WTaee g1 &

3. Defamation under the Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000

3. e sie@farehr (IT) srfafaaeT, 2000 & d&d AEI«

» Section 66A of the IT Act (Now Scrapped by Supreme Court in 2015) penalized online
defamation, but it was struck down as unconstitutional.

« 3T rfafarrer &y 4T 66A (31d 2015 F FHIA FIE TART WG Y 975) HieTclTseT AT P
T Felt oY, Aferer 38 3 denfares e e |

» However, Section 79 of the IT Act still holds intermediaries (such as social media
platforms) liable if they fail to remove defamatory content.

- gTeTifar, 3MEE rfafrgs &Y aRT 79 Grerer AT CaewA I Fegeyt #f Faer s ¥,
IfE 3 ArerEifar arelt Wl Y gt F AEd wa

Landmark Judgments on Defamation in India

R A AT W Agcaqot =i+ had

1. Subramanian Swamy vs. Union of India (2016)

1. GAAVIH AT} F1 9 W (2016)

» Supreme Court upheld the constitutional validity of criminal defamation (Section 499
and 500 IPC).
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- oA IE o JrquitE Arereifer (TS Y 4RT 499 ¥ 500) Fr FATAF derar FY WK
=T

» The court ruled that defamation is a reasonable restriction on free speech under Article
19(2).

» 31Terd = foror e o arerenfey, 31e7eda 19(2) & dgd HiFcafaa i Fadaar W o 3T
wfaeer

2. R. Rajagopal vs. State of Tamil Nadu (1994)

2. {R. TSI TATH TATAATS T (1994)

» Supreme Court ruled that the right to privacy includes protection from defamatory false
statements.

« A I A g o Mustiaar F71 FAFR, 3B AEAFRF aa= & ot F1 ot anforer Far
gl

* Public figures have limited protection and criticism of their public acts is allowed.

- grastfa gt 1 AAT FRat wred et § 3R 3e1eh Frdistiaieh it v JTelrerar v S Hehcll
gl

3. Ram Jethmalani vs. Subramanian Swamy (2006)

3. TH SASHATA! AT FIAVIH TATAT (2006)

* The Delhi High Court awarded damages to Ram Jethmalani for defamatory statements
made by Subramanian Swamy.

« el 3og ~ATATery o YaAvIH FarH] gaRT T 71T Arerarqel aamet & faw T steaer=
golta fer|

Criticism of Defamation Laws in India

HR H AT Hleled Y ATel <A
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* Criminal defamation is seen as a tool to suppress free speech and press freedom.

« YT AT Y IFFAT FTNITFT Y Taaaar 31 97 Y ATAET FY ST FT ATEIH AT
STar g1

* Many countries have decriminalized defamation, but India still considers it a criminal
offense.

« FE aY o AT Y 3roRTer hr AVfY & ger AT B, Afehet R 7 5@ 3180 o iy srowrer
HAT SATAT B |

» Powerful politicians and businesspersons misuse defamation laws to silence critics
and journalists.

- arfFerermelt AT 3R ST 3R JTATEHT AR TEHHRT B T FIA F AT AR Frefe F1
G FI 5
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Recognition of universities
will be revoked if they flout
discrimination rules: Centre

In case of non-compliance, an institution can be debarred from participating in UGC schemes or

from offering degrees; UGC can also take additional punitive measures on a case-to-case basis

GS Paper Il:
klEducation Sector
Lo i
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
I ment informed the
Supreme Court on

Friday that a new set of
Regulations to wipe out
discrimination, especially
on the basis of religion or
caste, will give the Univer-
sity Grants Commission
(UGC) “teeth and power”
to derecognise non-com-
pliant higher education
institutions.

“Recognition will be
cancelled if they do not
comply,” Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre, informed a
Bench headed by Justice
Surya Kant.

The top law officer said
the draft UGC (Promotion
of Equity in Higher Educa-
tion Institutions) Regula-
tions of 2025 have already
been published in the UGC
website for inviting public
comments and sugges-
tions. Thereafter, it would
be notified in accordance
with law.

The court was hearing a
petition filed by the moth-
ers of Rohith Vemula and
Payal Tadvi, represented
by senior advocate Indira
Jaising and advocates Pra-
sanna S. and Disha Wade-
kar, who had appealed to
the Supreme Court to act

Address

mothers of Rohith Vemula and Payal Tadvi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

against the “rampant”
caste discrimination in un-
iversities. Rohith Vemula, a
Ph.D. scholar at Hyderabad
Central University, and
Payal Tadvi, a tribal stu-
dent of Topiwala National
Medical College, died by
suicide in January 2016 and
May 2019, respectively, af-
ter being subject to on-
campus caste bias.

The draft Regulations
describe its objective as the
eradication of discrimina-
tion on the basis of reli-
gion, race, sex, place of
birth, or caste, particularly
against the members of
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, socially
and educationally back-
ward classes, economically
weaker sections, or any of
them, and to promote full
equity and inclusion

amongst the stakeholders
in higher education institu-
tions (HEI).

If non-compliance is es-
tablished, an HEI can be
debarred from participat-
ing in UGC schemes or
from offering degrees,
open and distance learning
and online programmes.
The draft Regulations also
give the UGC power to re-
move errant HEIs from the
list of recognised universi-
ties maintained under Sec-
tion 2(f) of the UGC Act,
1956. It has proposed the
imposition of Section 12B
(prohibition on the grant of
funds to universities) on
HEIs found unfit under the
draft Regulations.

The Regulations also al-
low the UGC to take “addi-
tional punitive actions” on
a case-to-case basis.
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Ms. Jaising said there
have been at least 18 deaths
by suicides in HEIs in the
past 14 months.

Mr. Mehta said the draft
Regulations of 2025 takes
care of the lacuna by pro-
posing ‘Equity Commit-
tees’ in HEIs with mem-
bers drawn from civil
society, students and facul-
ty. The draft legislation
showed one member to be
a woman and one member
each from the SC and ST
category. Justice Kant as-
sured that the top court
was dedicated to facilitat-
ing the creation of a robust
mechanism to prevent and
stop discrimination.

“There have been viola-
tions. The compliance is
low. Probably it may have
been due to the lack of suf-
ficient teeth and power for
the UGC. Once UGC’s
hands are strengthened,
especially to cancel the re-
cognition of HEIs, things
will start moving in the
right direction,” Justice
Kant addressed Ms. Jaising.

Ms. Jaising said the IITs
and the [IMs and some of
the national law schools
had not even responded to
a communication by the
UGC, on the basis of Janu-
ary 3 order of the court,
seeking data on the Equal
Opportunity Cells set up
by the HEIs.
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Discrimination Rules: Centre
freafacarerat At Areaar waTea gl afe a siqerma st
UGC to Take Strict Action Against Discrimination
AT & [T UGC TE&ET HIETS HI9

The Union Government informed the Supreme Court on Friday that new regulations
will empower the University Grants Commission (UGC) to revoke recognition of
universities that do not comply with anti-discrimination norms.

G TR F YHAR F A FIE F GRAT BH7A7 76 A0 [@7aT & dga feafezrer seqeme
HTERT (UGC) &t f8+R e fF ag siganng ARt ATeEst &1 9reler 7 &3t arer
fareafagTearat it ATaT W6 FT TF |

Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta stated that these regulations will give the UGC power
to act against institutions violating rules based on caste, religion, or gender.

WA STeTeel JUR Agar A F1 o 3 97 UGC &t snfay, eef ar fofer & amaR o1 s
T oot FI aT FEATAT F [RATE FRATE FIA A1 AP |

Implementation of UGC (Promotion of Equity in Higher Education Institutions)
Regulations, 2025

UGC (3= TY&TT §TUTAT H THATACT ) gg1an) fAFd, 2025 1 dRieadT

Draft regulations for promoting equity in higher education institutions (HEI) have
been published on the UGC website for public feedback and will soon be notified as
law.

3= 8T FEATT (HEI) & AT 9ot & v yrarfad st &1 #wler uGe Y daarse
R AESfAs 9fafhar & v g frar g, 31K sieg & 33 e & ¥ A sftgRa

T ST
UGC will have the authority to:
o Debar non-compliant institutions from participating in UGC schemes
o Prohibit them from offering degrees, distance learning, and online
programs
o Remove institutions from the recognized universities list (under Section
2(f) of UGC Act, 1956)
o Stop funding under Section 12B of the UGC Act
Take additional punitive measures on a case-to-case basis

uecﬁﬁmﬁﬁammmmm
o gAY FT I 7 FIS I FEATAT Y UGC ATSTAT3HT 7 AT9T it F AhedT
o 3v¢ f3aft &, gy et 3R siferamse FRAFEAT & wfadfa wwen
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o UGC afafas, 1956 it &Rr 2(f) & aga Aegar wrod [eafdeareat #r = &
[(JAGIL

o UGC fafaas $ir 4RT 12B & dgd Ay "gradr a¢ #ar

o A F HTAR HANFT Greaa IUTT 1] HI

Supreme Court Hearing on Caste Discrimination in Universities

T FIE 7 fereafrerat & ST Agsna w goars

e The case was filed by the mothers of Rohith Vemula and Payal Tadvi, who died by
suicide due to caste discrimination in their universities.

AT Afed a3 3R arrer Tt iy AT @R SR AT T A, Siegier srae
freafagarerat & ST AgsTa & FROT ATcAFT FT off A

e Senior advocate Indira Jaising argued that caste discrimination is rampant in
universities, citing at least 18 student suicides in higher education institutions in
the past 14 months.

aftss siftaear 3fer saflie & aF G e Reafagamet 7 s sgsne savs T &
et g3 &, IR Ao 14 7T # 3oa RiaT FeAr=l # F7 F FH 18 HTcAGA3H $ TeAT
g &l

o Justice Surya Kant assured that the Supreme Court is committed to enforcing
strict anti-discrimination measures in higher education institutions.

AT gheI o mearae R fr gofter F1E 3ea frew gt F wea sgsma R
3UT A FX & T uideey §1

Formation of ‘Equity Committees’ in Universities

fareafagzrerat 7 wwrerar wfAfaay #1wrea

o The draft regulations propose setting up ‘Equity Committees’ in HEls, comprising
members from civil society, faculty, and students.

yEaTfad gt & e, 3= e geumet & w@erar afafaat s aree Ry s,
T ARIRE FATS, ¥ 3R oE F 958 afAd g

e Each committee will have at least one woman and one member each from
Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST) categories.

YA afAfa & F7 & F7 v AR AR sreqgfAa snfa (SC) iR sqqfaa serenfa (ST) @
UH-UFH EET AR g1 |

Lack of Response from IITs, IIMs, and National Law Schools

T, 1M 3R I fafer Rreafagzmerat F afafrar @t
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e Indira Jaising pointed out that IITs, [IMs, and some National Law Schools have not
responded to UGC'’s request for data on their Equal Opportunity Cells.

sfar srafliE F qamn & 17, 1M 3tk Fo Tsd Ry Rreafemeat & UGC & wae sEeR
9&Isal (Equal Opportunity Cells) 9 3T &Y H3T FT a1 AT feaT &

Judicial Push for Stronger UGC Regulations
UGC foadl &) §&d a9 & v =91 garg

o Justice Surya Kant remarked that lack of enforcement power has weakened UGC’s
ability to curb discrimination.

A gAF F Fa1 F Tader afead ¥ FAt F FROT UGC $T 3T Aevet Y &1
FAIR A TE L

e With these new regulations, universities violating anti-discrimination rules will
face strict consequences.

g1 AT fAIAT & e, Agera fadeft st &1 3eege F are faeafagarerat w1 w3 war
T HTHAT AT G397

Strict Action Against Non-Compliance in Higher Education Institutions

3o et GEuTel # AR-3reqrerat W WET FRATE
UGC'’s Power to Take Action Against Violating Institutions

A F71 Iedud I aTel FEYEAT W UGC Y FIars

e If non-compliance is established, an HEI (Higher Education Institution) can be
debarred from:
o Participating in UGC schemes
Offering degrees, open and distance learning, and online programs
Receiving UGC grants under Section 12B of the UGC Act, 1956
Being recognized as a university under Section 2(f) of the UGC Act, 1956
Facing additional punitive actions on a case-to-case basis

o I el 3= RYaT FeATe (HEN) # 3R-3re7arersr ara Sia 8, &t 39 wfaafe frar s
HHAT R
o UGC ISm3ft & smraa &
o Tl vaTer e, ey et 30K siTerarssr FRAFAT H derwr &
o UGC fafags, 1956 $ir 4RT 12B & dgd AT Fgrdr yred Fs &
o UGC sfafaws, 1956 & 4RT 2(f) & dgd afigame™ & & # AgdT yvd F:
a
o HAA & YR R ATANFT Earchs FIATS FT THAT FIA F

O O O O
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Concerns Over Rising Suicides in Higher Education Institutions

3o TR GEAT # IMTcHAg T3 Y T Tea3it 9T R

e Senior Advocate Indira Jaising informed the Supreme Court that at least 18
student suicides have taken place in HEIs in the past 14 months due to caste
discrimination.

aRs rftrgerar ier sraflie o gt w18 A gfa fFn B Red 14 ada i A HEI FFa @
HH 18 BTAT o ATAT AGHTT & FROT ATcHAT F g

e The Supreme Court is taking steps to ensure robust mechanisms to prevent
discrimination.

A FIE AT F At & AT Ag@ o ARG 7= F 390 = @I

Introduction of ‘Equity Committees’ in Universities

freafagaraat & garear afafaat &1 we

o To address caste discrimination, ‘Equity Committees’ will be formed in HEls.
ST SEHTT F Nt & AT 3T RaT Tyt & qAEar afAfaat w1 s frar sreem|

e These committees will include members from civil society, faculty, and students,
ensuring:
o One woman member
o One member from Scheduled Caste (SC) category
o One member from Scheduled Tribe (ST) category

. 3o afRfaat & aeie @, e 3k ol & g anfae g, e
o U Higelm HEET g1t
o U WS HeHAd e (SC) W grm
o U e YA Sietsitia (ST) @ gl

Supreme Court’s Stand on Strengthening UGC’s Authority
UGC & AR HI AT Fal T FAHA FIE F1 5@

o Justice Surya Kant emphasized that past violations indicate a lack of compliance
due to UGC'’s limited enforcement powers.

AT FAFA A FR F FeT B Row secuat @ Fha Bear ¢ & Uce fr éiffa
Yaeler ATFAAT 3 FOT HeTaTeleT HT FHT Y|

e With stronger enforcement, institutions will be compelled to follow anti-
discrimination norms.

A YadT & A1y, HEATEA! 1 AT RAeft st &1 aree w3 & v Asey B
S|

Lack of Response from IITs, IIMs, and Law Schools
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IT, 1M 31X Rafer Rreafezmerat it wfafd 1 3ma

e Indira Jaising pointed out that IITs, [IMs, and some National Law Schools have not
responded to UGC’s request for data on Equal Opportunity Cells.

sfar srafliE & qamn & 17, 1M 3tk Fo Tsd Ry Rreafemeat & UGC & wae sEER
9&Isal (Equal Opportunity Cells) 9 3T &Y H3IT FT a1 AT foaT &

e The Supreme Court urged all HEIs to comply with UGC regulations and provide
necessary data.

gl FIE 7 Tt HEI Y UGC st &7 araret et 3R amaeass 3e7 varet &3t &1 fader
fem

LONDON : ; Starmer to Host Ukraine
Starmer to host Ukraine summit Summit Tomorrow: NATO

tomorrow; NATO leaders to attend  Leaders to Attend
TERAT Fel Pehol AW
e $ Ao w4,
NATO i ghet anfaer

Summit to Strengthen Support for
Ukraine

Tl & AT goder Aogg 3 & faw
frax ¥
= r REUTERS , N _
A IGS Paper Il: Geopolitics e UK. Prime Minister Keir Starmer
U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer will host a Sunday summit with will host a high-level summit on
over 45 European leaders to bolster support for Ukraine and discuss ~ Sunday. ’
security. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy will attend, ey TUTAHA FR FERAT IEGR A tF
alongside NATO and EU leaders. Talks will address military aid, IoT-Ea0T e gFAaeT 67 AEnh
economic pressure on Russia, and lasting peace. arp |

e  Over 45 European leaders will
attend the meeting to discuss security and support for Ukraine.

45 § IferF U AT 57 doF 7 #Ter A ATfR FIET HR Pehot & FAST W ==l 1 o
|
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ISTANBUL Presence of Key International Leaders

Erdogan says PKK leader's call t0  srgearqut siararsster avamast s sufeufa
disband a ‘historic opportunity’

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy will attend the summit.

ToheT & Teeufar ANRAT e 39 Rew
HFATT H AT Y|
. Leaders from NATO and the

European Union (EU) will also
participate.

NATO 3t qUdr wer (EU) & e sft swat
$TTaT A9 |

Main Agendas of the Summit

" IGS Paper II: Geopolitics | U R e & o i

Turkiye’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Friday said that
Abdullah Ocalan’s appeal for his Kurdish Workers’ Party (PKK) to . Military aid to Ukraine will be a
disband and disarm was a “historic opportunity”. He added that key topic of discussion.

Turkiye would “keep a close watch” to make sure the talks to end TeT F AT G AT IHE 9T FT AT
the insurgency were “brought to a successful conclusion”. arp N ” 2
|

e Strategies to increase economic pressure on Russia will be explored.
T 9T NTF gara Teret 1 WAt v RarR fRar srea)
o Talks will also focus on achieving lasting peace in the region.

T4t a7 # TArh aifay TUia #3e a7 o FRa g
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(GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. GDP Grows 6.2% on Rising Govt., Consumer Spending
FIHRY 3R 3T @« 7 gefr & A 6.2% T3

2. BJP, Congress Trade Charges as Trial Burning of Union
Carbide Waste Begins

AT FTTE3 F FA¥ F THETOT STl I 1197 AR FAw A

IRT-Je IR
3. ISRO’s Aditya-L1 Mission Unlocks Solar Flare Secrets
with New Image

s & fecy-L1 e & g sarer & wEa) # 396K far

4. The Necessity of Mainstreaming Wetland Conservation
HTEITA HIETT Y HETURT 7 ofTet Y ATTTHAT
5. The Steps That Will Shape India’s Al Ambition

TR Y THTE HEATHIETT F) TR 3ot aTeY hgH

6. India to Go Past U.S. in Scientific Publications by 2029,
Says Minister

dAIAE YR1ET Y FE&AT A 2029 dF AR ARFT F TS
Bl &I HAT

GDP Grows 6.2% on Rising Govt., Consumer Spending
FIHRY 3T 3usarar @< # gefr & A 6.2% T

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 997193248

Page4o

Website : patrioticias.in e


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

GDP grows 6.2% on rising
govt., consumer spending

|GS Paper lll: Growth and Development |

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

India’s real Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) grew 6.2% in
the October to December
2024 period, the third quar-
ter of the fiscal year, pick-
ing up pace from the 5.6%
growth recorded in the pre-
vious quarter, according to
data released by the Nation-
al Statistics Office (NSQ) on
Friday. However, this was
considerably slower than
the 9.5% growth over the
same period in 2023. Third
quarter growth trailed the
Reserve Bank of India’s esti-
mates by 0.2 percentage
points.

“Rebound in growth mo-
mentum in Q3 was largely
anticipated, as indicated by
several high-frequency ma-
croeconomic indicators, in-
cluding improved GST col-
lections, public spending,
electricity generation, and
arecovery in export perfor-
mance,” said Rajani Sinha,
Chief Economist at Care
Edge ratings. “On demand

Slow rebound

The chart shows the annual growth rate of GDP at constant
market prices (in %). Real GDP has grown by 9.2% in 2023-24,
highest in the previous 12 years, except for 2021-22

-6
2012-13 2016-17

10 83 9.2
6L5.5
-2

5'8

2020-21 2023-24

side, recovery in consump-
tion growth, government
expenditure and export
growth look encouraging.”
The growth was mostly
led by a significant uptick of
8.3% in government spend-
ing and 6.9% growth in
private final consumption
expenditure in the third
quarter, compared to just
2.3% and 5.7%, respective-
ly, in the same period last
year. Exports too rose
10.4% in the third quarter of
2024-25, significantly high-
er than the 3% growth the

HF FA @

SOURCE: NSO

previous year.

Imports slid 1.1%, enter-
ing negative territory. Ex-
perts say this can partly be
attributed to the deprecia-
tion of the rupee. The in-
crease in government and
private consumption offset
the slowdown in invest-
ment rate, measured by the
growth of Gross Fixed Capi-
tal Formation, which fell to
5.7%in Q3, from 9.3% in the
year ago period.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

India’s real Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) grew 6.2% in the October-
December 2024 period, higher than
5.6% in the previous quarter, as per
National Statistics Office (NSO) data
released on Friday.

HRT T IEATAF HFhel T 391G (GDP)
rerga-feway 2024 fa#AmE 7 6.2% &, A
Roe faATE ¥ 5.6% & 3fa® A,
HIFETHT FTATET (NSO) GART YHAR HY
oY ATt & HTAR

o However, this growth was slower than the 9.5%
recorded in the same period in 2023 and fell short

of the Reserve Bank of India’s estimates by 0.2
percentage points.

gTelifeh, I8 gerer 2023 #r g#Y srafer # ot 9.5% &
tfteft W 3N s Rerd 8% & sregomer @ 0.2 wfeera

Rajani Sinha, Chief Economist at Care Edge Ratings, stated that growth
momentum was expected due to improvements in GST collections, public spending,
electricity generation, and export performance.

FI O T it FET e il Reer o el 6 gefr A afq gge @ argaATiaa o,
Flfh GST HIE, FIHR) @Y, FrsTell 3curest 3R fAaTd veeier # e gam |

Key Growth Factors
qEY 950 FRH

Government spending grew by 8.3%, while private final consumption expenditure
increased by 6.9% in Q3, compared to 2.3% and 5.7% in the same period last year.

AN @ # 8.3% 1 qeftr g3, STfeh frst siferar 3usiier a7 6.9% wer, s e ay A

2.3% 31X 5.7% gefar & 31fer g

Exports rose 10.4% in Q3 2024-25, significantly higher than the 3% growth recorded
in the previous year.

Q3 2024-25 # fAATT 10.4% 8T, 5 Rrever a¥ #r 3% oy & FHe1 3 5
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Imports declined by 1.1%, entering negative territory, partly due to the depreciation

of the rupee.

AT 1.1% HEHF AFRIHS 817 H TaAT 1T, [SHeHT Ueh HROT F9 FT JaH{eq 1 ¢

Investment rate (Gross Fixed Capital Formation) slowed down to 5.7% in Q3,
compared to 9.3% in the same period last year.

forarer &¥ (werer FEuR it fsToT) Q3 # 5.7% W 3 18, S ool a¥ &1 9.3% gefr 4 A

gl

BJP, Cong. trade charges
as trial burning of Union
Carbide waste begins

M.P. Congress chief says BJP has given ‘cancer’ to future generations with incineration of the toxic

waste in Pithampur; Congress had ‘distributed death’ during the 1984 Bhopal gas tragedy: CM

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

adhya  Pradesh
M Chief Minister Mo-
han Yadav and

State Congress president Ji-
tu Patwari on Friday en-
gaged in counter allega-
tions after the incineration
of the Union Carbide’s 40-
year-old toxic waste began
at a facility in Pithampur, as
part of the first trial run al-
lowed by the High Court.

Mr. Patwari alleged that
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has given “cancer” to
the future generations as he
claimed that “cancer-caus-
ing elements” will be found
in the groundwater in areas
around the facility in Pith-
ampur.

In response, Mr. Yadav
charged the Congress had
“distributed death” during
the 1984’s Bhopal'’s gas tra-
gedy and termed the waste
as “Congress’ garbage”, go-
ing on to allege that Mr. Pat-
wari is “scaring” people.

Burning of a 10-tonne
consignment began at the
private facility in Dhar dis-

The incineration process is going on under the supervision of

experts from Central and State Pollution Control Boards. FILE PHOTO

trict’s Pithampur industrial
area, near Indore, in the
early hours of Friday after
the preparations that began
on Thursday were com-
plete, shortly after the Su-
preme Court refused to in-
tervene into the High
Court’s February 18 order
of three trial runs.

‘May take 72 hours’
Swatantra Kumar Singh, Di-
rector, Bhopal Gas Tragedy
Relief and Rehabilitation
Department, told The Hin-
du that the process is likely
to be completed in 72
hours.

Demanding a test of
groundwater in a 10-km ra-
dius around the facility in
Pithampur, Mr. Patwari
said, “I once again chal-
lenge the Chief Minister
and the entire system of the
State BJP government. If
there is no poison in the
Union Carbide waste, then
get the groundwater tested
within a 10-km radius
around the Ramky compa-
ny [parent group of the fa-
cility]. If cancer-causing
elements are not found, 1
will publicly apologise.”

He went on to allege that
the waste had been tran-

sported to Pithampur as
“there are hidden financial
interests” of the govern-
ment and its leaders.

Talking to reporters, Mr.
Yadav responded saying,
“Jitu Patwari is doing his
job as per his understand-
ing. Has he forgotten that
this was Congress’s gar-
bage. The Congress had dis-
tributed death in Bhopal. If
more than 10 lakh people
died in the Union Carbide
[tragedy], it was due to the
lapses on part of the Con-
gress regime of that time.
And they kept spreading
this disease for years. On
one side they left Bhopal to
die, and on the other, Mr.
Patwari is scaring people.
He should apologise and be
ashamed of it.”

Meanwhile, Indore Divi-
sional Commissioner Dee-
pak Kumar Singh, who in-
spected the  burning
process, said the incinera-
tion process was going on
under the supervision of
experts from the Central
Pollution Control Board
and Madhya Pradesh Pollu-
tion Control Board.

BJP, Congress Trade
Charges as Trial Burning of
Union Carbide Waste
Begins

I FE18S F FAX &b
THaTT ST 9 HTSTIT 3R
HET H IRI-TeIRT

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav and State
Congress President Jitu
Patwari exchanged accusations
over the incineration of Union
Carbide’s 40-year-old toxic
waste at a facility in Pithampur.

HEY YT & HEIHA! AlgT I16a
3R werer FiEw rewet Sfiq geart
 RryaqR 7 gfaer FE13s & 40

Tl YT STl Fa o STellel Y oA IRT-Te IR |

The first trial run of incineration was approved by the High Court, and the process
began on Friday.
81§ HIE g@RT ALY T 71T Tgrel T&T0T STefed 1 IFHAT YHaR FI AE ES1

Mr. Patwari alleged that BJP is exposing future generations to cancer as the toxic
waste may contaminate groundwater around Pithampur.
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ST FERT YA F AT F 3T Y G FI hell ¢ |
In response, Mr. Yadav accused Congress of being responsible for the 1984
Bhopal Gas Tragedy, calling the toxic waste “Congress’ garbage”.

Jare &, #it Jreg A FEF W 1984 /9T 3 TH<ET F AT FFATR 819 F71 3R 9mar
IR ST FEX F “FREAT FT FA TdT

Incineration Process and Supervision

FI F Tt Hr gfhar 3R R

A 10-tonne consignment of waste was burned at a private facility in Pithampur,
Dhar district, near Indore, under strict supervision.

10 &1 FR 1 B9 H AyaAqR, 4R e Gk F ) At v s gl # 35 FoRet &

dgd STelldT 91T |

The Supreme Court refused to intervene in the High Court’s February 18 order
allowing three trial runs of incineration.

WEPH HIC o §TS IC & 18 HIE F A H §EETT el U Sofeh Y fea, forasd alter
qdreTor Srelter Y regAfer & a1$ ot

Swatantra Kumar Singh, Director of Bhopal Gas Tragedy Relief and Rehabilitation
Department, stated that the process would take 72 hours.

sirarer 3 TTEY e 3R gerare Remr & fders TadT FAR RE o wer i g wiear &
72 B¢ wer|

Congress Demands Groundwater Testing

I o sgrer SHaToT Y AT A

Mr. Patwari challenged the government, demanding a groundwater test within a 10-
km radius of the facility.

*+ofY TEARY o AR T ol clt &1 3 HATer 7 o T4 & 10 ot & qray #F sggrer aieTor

T ST |

He alleged that the waste was transported to Pithampur due to the hidden financial
interests of government officials.

3egiel 3R ST 3 FE FI0 AR IRt F B go R fat & Fror A
T |

Government’s Response and Monitoring

WFR 61 gfaferar it A
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e Indore Divisional Commissioner Deepak Kumar Singh confirmed that the Central
and Madhya Pradesh Pollution Control Boards were monitoring the process.

FeR Wl g s FAR Rig o 9fe 1 o i si e wder wqor forreor &t

S UTshaT Y AR Y @ &

e Mr. Yadav accused Congress of spreading fear, stating that they should apologize
for the Bhopal Gas Tragedy instead of misleading the public.

“+3fY Yl o HIT T AT HelTar FT IRT 9T 31 g7 & I8 urer 39 I 9 & e
ATHY ATTA ART, TSI STl HY TAUE FIA &

ISRO’s Aditya-L1 mission unlocks
solar flare secrets with new image

SUIT payload of the mission observed an X6.3-class solar flare in lower solar atmosphere and captured its first-ever image,
says ISRO; this is a major step towards understanding the Sun’s explosive activity and its impact on earth, says the agency

GS Paper Ill: S&T

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

ndia’s first dedicated
l space-based solar mis-

sion, Aditya-L1, has
made a ground-breaking
observation as one of its
scientific payloads has cap-
tured the first-ever image of
a solar flare ‘kernel’.

The Solar Ultraviolet
Imaging Telescope (SUIT)
payload has captured the
image in the lower solar at-
mosphere — the photosph-
ere and chromosphere.

ISRO said that this obser-
vation and associated scien-
tific results mark a major
step towards understand-
ing the Sun’s explosive ac-
tivity and its impact on
Earth.

Energy burst

Aditya-L1 has
captured the first-ever
image of a solar

flare ‘kernel’

A

vk ?

Jay’aN 1_
o

According to ISRO, “On
February 22, 2025, the
SUIT payload onboard Adi-
tya-L1 observed an X6.3-

multiple solar layers

(2) NBO4 2024-Feb-22 22.28:50

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

m X6.3-class solar flare = It reveals
ranks among the most new insights
intense solar eruptions into the

= Observation physics of
confirms flare energy massive
spreads across solar explo-

sions

class solar flare, which is
one of the most intense ca-
tegories of solar eruptions.
The unique feature of this

observation was that SUIT
detected brightening in the
Near Ultra Violet (NUV) wa-
velength range (200-400
nm) — a wavelength range
never observed before in
such greater detail”.

The space agency added
that these observations
confirm that the energy re-
leased from the flare spread

through different layers of

the Sun’s atmosphere. This
provides new insights into
the complex physics res-
ponsible for these massive
solar explosions, according
to the space agency.

One of the most exciting
revelations in this observa-
tion is that the localised
brightening captured in the
lower solar atmosphere
corresponds directly with

an increase in the tempera-
ture of plasma in the solar
corona at the top of the so-
lar atmosphere.

According to ISRO “This
confirms the linkage bet-
ween flare energy deposi-
tion and associated temper-
ature  evolution.  This
finding also validates long-
standing theories while of-
fering new data that will
help to reshape our under-
standing of physics of solar
flare”.

The Aditya-L1 mission
was launched on Septem-
ber 2, 2023. On January 6,
2024, the spacecraft was
successfully placed in a
large halo orbit around first
Earth-Sun Lagrange Point,
known as Lagrange Point
L1

ISRO’s Aditya-L1 Mission Unlocks Solar Flare Secrets with
New Image

s & fecy-L1 e & R sarer & EEa! # 396K far
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India’s first space-based solar mission, Aditya-L1, has made a
groundbreaking observation, capturing the first-ever image of a solar
flare ‘kernel’.

HRA & Tga AHafer-3meniea 'R e, anfeea-L 1, & v Agcaqot e 1
¢, e gt saren & ‘Fefer Y ggel ofF Fg Hrag &

The Solar Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope (SUIT) payload captured the image in the
lower solar atmosphere, specifically in the photosphere and chromosphere.

HIeR egrarae FATAET SfiEaiT (SUIT) TS F I ofa g3 & fae argss«, ey &
¥ YHIIHSA I FATHRT & FHe )

ISRO stated that this observation is a major step in understanding the Sun’s
explosive activity and its impact on Earth.

FER o gl 6 g IraeiasT g A Rewies afafaft siv godft ) 398 gama # gag=
Y e 7 v Ageaqor FEH B

Key Discovery: Observation of an X6.3-Class Solar Flare

AEY @ISt X6.3-A0l Y W Sare T Aaelishs

On February 22, 2025, the SUIT payload on Aditya-L1 observed an X6.3-class solar
flare, one of the most intense categories of solar eruptions.

22 BIE 2025 Y, MfEcT-L1 & SUIT Talls & X6.3-A0it Y R FarelT &1 3radlsheT fhaT,
3 ga g @it e § § o B

A unique feature of this observation was that SUIT detected brightening in the Near
Ultraviolet (NUV) wavelength range (200-400 nm), a wavelength never observed
before in such high detail.

SH Had P I TH 919 I A fF SUIT o AFe-3rec@mae (NUV) aier et #i&r (200-
400 nm) & TH® gof F1, Y Uga 3= 3T TSear H H3Y g HT 1S ot
ISRO confirmed that the energy released from the flare spread through different

layers of the Sun’s atmosphere, offering new insights into the physics of solar
explosions.

U gfte 1 fF Wi Saren @ e 39 §FF & argase f faffes wal 7 beh,
H RArewiet i sifadr wt wage § 793 sewr) e

Confirmation of Flare Energy Linkage

mﬁﬁaﬁ]ﬂmfrgﬁa

The observation revealed that the localized brightening in the lower solar
atmosphere directly corresponds to a rise in plasma temperature in the solar
corona.
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Jraclise ¥ gar Ta i GF F e argwse # oo At daar @9 @R FRT A carean
T # gefer ¥ P gE R
e ISRO stated that this finding confirms the linkage between flare energy deposition

and temperature evolution, validating long-standing theories while offering new data
to reshape solar physics.

S A FeT o I§ @ier AR SarelT Y St faeraor 3K arsare R & @i w9 #t gite
el &, a9 TAT I T 3 W Riguiat F v o w3 & ary-ary @R i F
T 3T & FAGY F B

Aditya-L1 Mission Background
IMfeeT-L 1 fAere Y o8&

e The Aditya-L1 mission was launched on September 2, 2023, and on January 6,
2024, the spacecraft was successfully placed in alarge halo orbit around the first
Earth-Sun Lagrange Point (L1).

HTRT-L 1 AT Y 2 AT 2023 FT dled [FT 3127 4T, 31K 6 STe1ad) 2024 Fr 3@
AHAATaF Tger gedt-g& aarsr fog (L1) & arY 3R a3 gat e 7 v famar aram am

Corona
~1000 000 °C
SOIar Atmosphere Convection Zone
/ Chromosphere
. - . . ~4 000-10000 °C
e The Sun is divided into multiple /
Iayers_. Fro_m the In_SIde out, the Radiative Zone Photosphere
solar interior contains the core, _— 6000°C

radiative zone and convective
zone.

e These layers are opaque to
photons and therefore not
directly observable.

e The solar atmosphere is
composed of the photosphere,
chromosphere and corona.

A sketch of the structure of the Sun.

Solar Interior

Core

The core is the major zone of energy production through nuclear fusion, where 99% of
the energy of the Sun is generated in it. It has a temperature over 15 million kelvins.
Radiative Zone

Core
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The radiative zone is the region in which energy transfer is mainly through thermal
radiation instead of convection.

Convection Zone

The convection zone is the layer unstable to convection. In this region, convection is a
more effective way of energy transport than radiation.

Solar Atmosphere

Photosphere

e The photosphere is the deepest layer of the Sun that is transparent to photons
of certain wavelengths, i.e. the deepest region that can be directly observed
with electromagnetic radiations Features like sunspots and solar flares can be
observed on its surface.

e The temperature of this layer is about 6,000 oC.

Chromosphere

e The chromosphere is the layer above the photosphere. It has a reddish color but
is usually not seen without using specific filters due to the much brighter
photosphere beneath it.

e The temperature of the lower (inner) chromosphere is about 4,000 oC, while the
upper (outer) chromosphere is about 10,000 oC.

Corona

e The corona is a layer of hot plasma at the outermost part of the Sun's
atmosphere. It extends millions kilometres into space from the surface of the
chromosphere and has an irregular shape.

e It is usually too faint to be observed without specific filters. It is also an
important observable feature during a total solar eclipse, during which the light
from the photosphere is completely blocked by the Moon.

e The temperature of the corona is about 1,000,000 oC.
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o rest litigation by
the Meﬂmldyd ngh Court very
recently, to monitor the conservation
of wetlands in the State brings the
focus back on this important ecosystem. Since
1971, February 2 is observed every year as ‘World
Wetland Day’ to mark the adoption of the Ramsar
Convention, an international treaty for the
conservation of wetlands, which was signed in
the Iranian city of Ramsar. The theme this year
was ‘Protecting Wetlands for Our Common
Future”. It is a theme that has appropriately
positioned wetlands in the sustainable
development perspective, as espoused in the
Brundtland report, ‘Our Common Future’, and
published by the UN World Commission on
Environment and Development in 1987.

Many pressures

Wetlands, one of the most biologically productive
ecosystems, provide multiple benefits. Globally,
wetlands cover an area of 12.1 million km?, or
around 6% of the earth surface, providing 40.6%
of global ecosystem services. However, they are
under severe stress, both qualitatively and
quantitatively, due to various development
activities including population growth,
urbanisation, industrialisation, and increasing
demand for land to cater to various human needs
and climate change.

Since 1900, as much as 50% of the area under
wetlands has been diverted to accommodate
various other uses, as one of the studies
indicated. Wetland surface area, both coastal and
inland, declined by about 35% between 1970 and
2015. Globally, the rate of loss estimated with the
Wetland Extend Trends (WET) index is (-)0.78% a
year, which is more than three times higher than
the loss rate of natural vegetation as estimated by
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations. Around 81% of inland wetland
species population and 36% of coastal and
marine species have declined since 1970. The
extinction risk of wetland species, both plants
and animals, is increasing, globally.

The conservation and the management of
wetlands have emerged as a major challenge as
they are linked to other development issues and
can serve in devising nature-based solutions for
water management and the mitigation of climate
change impacts, besides providing blue-green
infrastructures in urban areas. Recognising the
importance of wetlands in the larger
development context, the Ramsar Convention
COPHM that was held in Wuhan, China and
Geneva, Switzerland from November 5-13, 2022,
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and the
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challenge as
these are linked
to other
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laid stress on preparation of the fifth Ramsar
Strategic Plan and recognised that the
conservation and management of wetlands
cannot be a stand-alone initiative. It needs to be
contextualised and appropriately linked to other
international environment development
initiatives.

Accordingly, the COP14 argued that
implementation of the Ramsar Strategic Plan
would be an important contribution towards the
achievement of the Sustainable Development
Goals, meeting the Global Biodiversity targets,
the United Nations Framework Convention of
Climate Change. It would also align with the UN
Decade on Ecosystem Restoration, and any
relevant work of the Intergovernmental
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services (IPBES), the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) and other global programmes relating to
wetlands. The global changes resulting from the
COVID-19 pandemic and greater knowledge about
the impacts of biodiversity loss and climate
change since COP13, or the 13th Meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands (2018), reinforce the
urgency to arrest the loss of wetlands.

The situation in India

India is a signatory to the Ramsar Convention. As
of 2023, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change has designated 75 Ramsar sites
(wetlands of international importance) in the
country. These are distributed from the coasts to
Himalayan territory, and are diverse in nature.
Even some of the river stretches such as that of
the Upper Ganga river are designated as Ramsar
sites.

However, identification of Ramsar site does not
necessarily contribute to its conservation.
Moreover, the area under Ramsar sites together
cover 1.33 million hectares or around 8% of 15.98
million ha wetlands, presently known and
mapped as reported in the National Wetland
Decadal Change Atlas, 2017-18 prepared by Space
Applications Centre (SAC), Government of India.
Based on the location, wetlands are classified as
inland and man-made. By 2017-18, India had
66.6% of wetlands as natural wetland (43.9% as
inland wetland and 22.7% as coastal wetland).

The area under wetlands is not a static figure.
The general trends indicate a reduction in natural
wetlands and an increase in man-made wetlands
across the country. The SAC study showed that
natural wetlands along the coast are declining
even in a short span of 2006-07 to 2017-18.

According to an estimate by the Wetlands
International South-Asia (WISA), nearly 30% of
the natural wetlands in India have been lost in the
last four decades due to urbanisation,
infrastructure building, agricultural expansion
and pollution. The loss is more in urban areas,
especially around major urban centres. It is
reported that from 1970 to 2014, Mumbai lost 71%
of its wetlands.

Another study has shown that wetlands in east
Kolkata have shrunk by 36% in 30 years from 1991
to 2021. A recent WWF study has indicated that
Chennai has lost 85% of its wetlands. There have
been several studies indicating the loss of
ecosystem services due to the degradation of
wetlands around the world. One such study, of
Cali city in Colombia, has brought out that the
estimated loss of total ecosystem services due to
loss of urban wetlands is $76,827 a hectare in a
year. In the peri-urban area the loss is estimated
at $30,354 a ha a year.

The bigger dimension

At present, most wetland management initiatives
in India address the ecological and
environmental aspects of the wetland ecosystem.
The studies are also limited to some of the major
wetlands. At the global level, apart from wetland
biodiversity, there is stress on wetland
distribution and a characterisation of wetland
and human impacts to evaluate and prioritise
wetlands for conservation.

Given the varied ecosystem services and values
that they offer to society, wetlands form an
integral part of ecological, economic and social
security. It is important to recognise this larger
dimension and investigate the physical, social
and economic factors, including alterations, in
land use within the catchment area, the drivers
which have led to modifications in wetland
surroundings, and the ex-situ pressure
contributing to wetland degradation and the
governance structure.

Wetlands act as a source as well as sink of
carbon. Therefore, their role in climate change
mitigation has to be carefully evaluated and
monitored, something which is hardly attempted
now. More effective and comprehensive
management strategies are required in response
to escalating stress from various climatic and
anthropogenic factors. The present approach is
insufficient to address all these issues. Wetland
managemen[ ‘warrants an innovarive
ecosystem-based approach and it should be
mainstreamed within the development plan, as
advocated during the Ramsar COP14.

The Necessity of Mainstreaming Wetland Conservation

HTEHA FIETOT Y ACTURT # W11 FY 3TaRIAFHAT

The Meghalaya High Court recently took suo motu public interest
litigation to monitor wetland conservation in the state.

AUTAT 3T ~TTAT F Tl & A T d: AT STelfed JIAST AT T ToT
rereifar wator Y faRTE g F)

e February 2 is observed as World Wetlands Day to commemorate the adoption of the
Ramsar Convention (1971), an international treaty for wetland conservation.
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2 TRE Y faed IEHMA fga@ AoTram Arar &, S 1971 & 91T I THW GFEAS, Th
AW T & TIET0T & ¥9 A RAfegd gl

The theme for 2024 was “Protecting Wetlands for Our Common Future”, linking
wetlands to sustainable development, as outlined in the 1987 Brundtland Report.

2024 sy e g wre sfasy & fw amcafAat F geam oA, S 1987 Fr geads R A
afoTa wad e ¥ 28

Many Pressures on Wetlands

ITEHAAT I F§ THR & a1

Wetlands cover 12.1 million km2 globally (~6% of Earth’s surface) and contribute
40.6% of global ecosystem services.

IR AREF T W 12.1 Afae a9 Rl (gt 3 wrmsrer 6% &) o thel g3 € 3R
dRaw TR fPufas o Farst 7 40.6% vrerer & €1

Since 1900, around 50% of wetlands have been lost due to urbanization,
industrialization, and climate change.

1900 % TG W, TSI 50% JTEIHTA HT JehaTeT ATLHOT, Ie@fITHToT R Srerary
gRade & FHROTEHT T

Between 1970 and 2015, global wetland surface area declined by 35%, with an
annual loss rate of (-)0.78%, three times higher than the rate of natural vegetation
loss.

1970 & 2015 & dter 3Raa ITefA &7 35% ue I, fowehr arfdes g1fet & (1)0.78% o,
S STepfere aereafar & Faate HT gl A et I 3w Y|

Since 1970, 81% of inland wetland species and 36% of coastal and marine species
have declined.

1970 F a1g R, 3R Aree(far wonfaal #1 81% 3R A&y T gt Fonfart 1 36%
A g A T$ T

Conservation Challenges and Global Initiatives

FaTor Y Falfaar A AT g5

Wetlands play a key role in water management, climate change mitigation, and
urban blue-green infrastructure.

P IMEHTAAT el JaereT, STerarg IRt = gahaor 3 ot dfia-a gady e
Ageaqot s1fHeT e €

Ramsar Convention COP14 (2022) held in Wuhan, China, and Geneva, Switzerland,
emphasized linking wetland conservation with broader environmental initiatives.
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THET FEAST COP14 (2022) Fer, et 3R foretan, Raeartels & 3manfara gam, fSraa
FTEIFH TIRTOT Y AT TATVNT ggall & Ssar 9T T foam arm|

o The Fifth Ramsar Strategic Plan aligns wetland conservation with:
el IR TOTAT ATt o ITEeLfA TaToT bl e i@ & Sirsr:
o Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
WYFA TS Had [AF18 T8 (SDGs)
o Global Biodiversity Targets

AR 7 Rfavar daw
o UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration (2021-2030)
g g IR TPafaeh a qarediae g (2021-2030)
o Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platforms like IPCC and IPBES
e The COVID-19 pandemic and climate change impacts have reinforced the urgency
to prevent wetland loss.

FIs-19 AFANY 3R Ferarg TRaeler Tomal ¥ TG F1fr F At F AT oIHAT Y
3R 31 FAsrae frar ¥

The Situation in India
aRa A ufa

e Indiais asignatory to the Ramsar Convention and as of 2023, the Ministry of
Environment, Forest, and Climate Change has designated 75 Ramsar sites
(wetlands of international importance).

HRA THAAT FFATT T GEATRTHRAT ¢ AT 2023 a0, TATERT, I AR Ferarg aRactr
HATE o1 75 THET FI@T (ARSI FAged 1 HGHTAAN) 1 ATfAT e g

e These wetlands span from coastal areas to the Himalayas and include river
stretches like the Upper Ganga River.

¥ IafAAT TET A @ AT e el g8 ¥ 3R ST 79 Y 7 Gy 4 o sEA
nfAeT g1

o However, designation as a Ramsar site does not guarantee conservation.
ST, THET T & T 7 TgaT A $T Adad SHST GIETT QAT 78T &

e The total area of Ramsar sites in India covers 1.33 million hectares, which is only 8%
of India's total wetland area (15.98 million hectares), as per the National Wetland

Decadal Change Atlas (2017-18), Space Applications Centre (SAC), Government of
India.

AR H [T Tl T Fef a¥Aer 1.33 aforger gaeaw 8, S qar fr Far 15.98 fafawer
FFCTAT IMEIHA T Fael 8% &, (TR IMGHFA geres TRt veerw (2017-18), 3rafar
ITIANT g (SAC), R TFR) & AN |
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Decline of Wetlands

et S fARrae

Wetlands in India are classified into inland and man-made. By 2017-18, about 66.6%
of wetlands were natural (43.9% inland, 22.7% coastal).

IR A AT b1 e 3R Avera AT AT0raT & goffeper o s €1 2017-18 T,
66.6% HTEIFAAT SThfae AT (43.9% 3HTdARH, 22.7% TE) |

Natural wetlands are declining, while man-made wetlands are increasing.

ysfas adefaat A Aae 3 W@ €, o Ae RfdT srdsfAat 6 dew 9 @
The SAC study (2006-07 to 2017-18) showed that coastal wetlands declined
significantly in a short span.

SAC 3TETT (2006-07 & 2017-18) o 2T & TR ATEefAAT srevarter 3 €1 A<t ¥ v
TE|
Wetlands International South-Asia (WISA) estimates that 30% of India's natural

wetlands have been lost in the last 40 years due to urbanization, infrastructure
development, agricultural expansion, and pollution.

deolzy SeTeereTe ABY-TRAT (WISA) & 3eTAT & 31678, frever 40 ut & s Y 30%
wfae IgsfRaT aedaor, gAard e & fawior, FRY faear 3iv vquor & wRor A g
TS &

Between 1970-2014, Mumbai lost 71% of its wetlands.

1970 & 2014 & e, FaE ¥ 3r9elt 71% IgefAr @ Y|

Between 1991-2021, East Kolkata wetlands shrunk by 36%, while Chennai lost 85%
of its wetlands.

1991 ¥ 2021 ¥ dffer, qdf iererar 1 ISHTAAT 36% TE 7E, STl Aot A AT 85%
s @ A

A WWEF study reported that wetland loss in urban areas has caused a decline in
ecosystem services, with Cali city (Colombia) estimating losses of $76,827 per
hectare per year.

WWF e = ST o argdt 813 3 3méarfdr & aqerarer @ wifPufas o dansit &
foRrae 3§ &, el AeT (Freifaran) # FgHAITAT THETT $76,827 el FeFeAT wfer af gam|

The Bigger Dimension

faEqa aRwex

Most wetland conservation efforts in India focus only on ecological and
environmental aspects.

HRA 3 ITRTRr TSI TIATOT S Shaer MRk e 3R qaiaoir gt w #Ra §)
Globally, wetland management includes biodiversity conservation, land use impact
assessment, and socio-economic factors.
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3R TR W, A vau # Sta Rafderar wwator, & sv=er gama Ao s
AT 31T FEF AR § |

e Wetlands contribute to climate change mitigation by acting as carbon sinks;
however, this role is not effectively monitored in India.

ISR et A & T A STy aRaetsr =geor § rar Fd § Afr oRa &
<o syt Y ot PRt a7 A e 31

e The Ramsar COP14 conference emphasized the need for an ecosystem-based
approach and mainstreaming wetland conservation within development planning.

THAE COP14 WFAA o qIRFEufaeh aF smenia gfeemior it sraegerar 3R amaefa
HTATOT 1 Faahrar AYSTetT 3 fAe F¥et ) AR |

The steps that will shape India’s AI ambition

GS Paper lll: S&T

n the heart of Bengaluru, software
l developers find themselves racing against

time to outbid Chinese rivals for major
Artificial Intelligence (Al)-driven projects with
international clients. Despite being part of a
skilled workforce, deals often slip away due to
capabilities Indian firms struggle to match. This is
not just a single developer’s dilemma. It is a
glimpse into India’s crossroads.

Faced with a three-way race to catch up with
Silicon Valley while being chased by China and
South East Asia, India is being subject to rigorous
competition. But, if it wants to prevail at the
forefront of the Al race, India must recognise that
the challenge lies not in whether businesses
prefer a local or foreign Al platform but in
whether market regulations will inadvertently
stifle India’s momentum.

The issues in India

Export competitiveness hinges on the nationwide
deployment of productivity-enhancing
technologies. Indian services and consultancies
must incorporate Al technologies to maintain
their lead position in the global market. But
concerns remain over the massive loss of routine
jobs, discriminatory algorithmic decision-making,
and the negative risks of human impersonation.
In particular, “deepfakes” undermine trust by
spreading misinformation, and destabilise
political processes eroding credibility rapidly.

Al adoption issues such as misinformation and
intermediary liability are at the forefront of the Al
discussion in India, as digital platforms have
become primary conduits for information
dissemination. The general opinion among
startups in India is that intermediaries — usually
foreign tech giants — often set the rules of
engagement, making it challenging for local
startups to compete.

Tension has increased since, with recent
Indian app developers filing a complaint against
Google before the Competition Commission of
India. But, putting regulatory and administrative
pressure on those companies will not necessarily
resolve the core problem of monopolistic
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If it wants to
lead in the Al
race, India must
recognise that
the challenge
lies in whether
market
regulations will
stifle its
momentum

business practices. Regulating Al will interfere
with technological adaptation, which will have
undesirable consequences on India’s relative
competitiveness.

India has already localised a significant portion
of the Al value chain, and additional Al-related
compliance costs may hamper India’s ability to
outpace commercial rivals such as China and the
United States, which have decided to leave Al
unregulated.

Navigating the global Al race

India’s position as the world’s IT powerhouse
gives it a unique advantage in the Al era.
Attempts to govern and regulate Al occur as
industrialised nations compete globally for
industrial leadership. The European Union (EU)
opted for strict regulation to address risks and
societal impacts. In contrast, the U.S. maintains a
more hands-off stance, prioritising innovation.
India finds itself in a delicate balancing act
between these two paths. But the sooner
misconceptions about quickly outdated market
rules addressing a limited set of hypothetical risks
are set aside, the better India can focus on
outpacing commercial rivals such as China and
the U.S.

There are very good reasons why the EU has
chosen to legislate through binding laws, mainly
due to its unique structural deficiencies. The EU
lacks a supranational constitution that safeguards
human rights and protects citizens against
Al-based surveillance or policing by its
member-states. Therefore, unlike India, the EU
must enact binding rules to pre-empt Al laws by
national governments that will otherwise
fragment its single market.

Additionally, the costs of regulatory failure are
too high if India’s exporting capabilities are at
stake, particularly given Chinese dominance in
hardware and cloud technologies. India has
previously taken inspiration from EU or U.S. laws.
However, it must follow its own paths and pursue
its national interests based on its services-driven
industrial profile.

Introducing regulatory attempts that can

impede Al development in India may allow
businesses to repatriate from India and relocate
IT development and software research and
development to other countries with more
Al-friendly rules. In other words, Indian IT
services and consultancies held back by Al
regulations run the risk of losing their hold of the
global market.

Instead, the Indian government can use its
diplomatic influence to ensure that open-source
models remain open, accessible, and
commercially viable, paired with international
strategic partnerships for energy security,
computing resources, and international
standardisation.

A case for regulatory clarity

Building on the expected strong adoption of Al,
public officials have a responsibility to listen to
political and social concerns. While India is not
explicitly pursuing ex-ante product regulation on
Al akin to that in Europe (or previously planned
in California), various agencies have launched
conflicting policies, resulting in a minor power
struggle that resulted in a fragmented policy
landscape.

Lessons learnt from the EU and the U.S. point
to the need to strengthen and future-proof
existing laws rather than produce new ones.
Current transitional guidelines have shown a
feasible pathway to avoiding overlapping liability
or regulatory blindspots by re-interpreting
existing legislation. India has a comprehensive
framework for antitrust, corporate liability, free
speech, and public order that covers Al
development and use cases. India may not need
Al-specific rules legislation such as the IT Act.

India must choose its own path according to its
national interests. The challenge lies not in
whether businesses prefer a local or foreign Al
platform but in encouraging rapid adoption and
supporting open-source and other alternatives
accessible for fine-tuning and transferring
learning in its IT industry.

The views expressed are personal

The Steps That Will Shape India’s Al Ambition

TR FY TS AGATHIET Y HTHR &of dTel HgH

Address

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Page5 2



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

In Bengaluru, software developers are competing with Chinese rivals
for Al-driven projects with international clients.

AITeT A, AIFCAA STATH HAWTSET AEH! F TIHTS-ITRT NAFeH &
forw el wfaraftia ¥ Fameer w7 R &

Despite having a skilled workforce, Indian firms often lose deals due to capability
gaps.

FUA FIEGA FI & FTa[G, HNNG HUTAAT &THAT Y FAY & HROT Yol 7@ el |
India is caught in a three-way race — trying to catch up with Silicon Valley while
being chased by China and Southeast Asia.

AR v Bof gfaeadt X § - Rfasia St fr sl w3 i Fiftwer w3 go i ik
gfgror qd TR § waTaHT HT Har #1 e &

The key challenge is not choosing between local or foreign Al platforms, but
ensuring that market regulations do not slow down Al growth.

HEY Tt 75 78 ¥ B Furehar a1 Rgel w3 ciewid Y 9o sne, afew a7 giRaa
FT ¢ T TR Aaaa SRa Y w3 yarfa & g F w0

The Issues in India

R # T3T$ A S ot

Export competitiveness depends on the nationwide adoption of Al in services and
consultancies.

T afaeaeTcAsdr ST U3 & sa9e 39T R FR 81T 39T &1

However, Al raises concerns like job losses, biased decision-making, and
misinformation.

gTeTife, T3S F AlFN Feat, TaTuTe AT A=, 3 e gEe e sidt Ram st seae
AW E

Deepfakes and misinformation are major threats, impacting trust, politics, and
digital platforms.

St 3 e GIAT Uk 937 Gl &, ot fearw, Terifa sk Bfoee caewmt
eI Y Hehdl ¢ |

Startups struggle as foreign tech giants set the market rules, making it hard for
Indian firms to compete.

WA TEIEITH Y FISATSAT HT TTHAT FHIAT I3l §, FAi1h faeelt eh FUfAAT TR &
e a7 w5l 8, o e Fafaat & e wfaeayt s gRwa & Jrar g

Recently, Indian app developers filed a complaint against Google before the
Competition Commission of India (CCI).
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BTl 81 #, AR AT Sqeray F IpTer & Ry selrr wfareae’ 3maer (CCl) # Rrarae got
S|

However, regulating Al strictly may slow India’s growth compared to China and the
U.S., where Al remains largely unregulated.

AP, T3S F F3 AIHT A IR Y yorfay e+l g Tl &, STafer e 31 3raARr & wans
33t sft foaetT w2 A=or F RFERT A W@

The Way Forward
A AT

Balancing Al regulations and innovation is key to India’s global Al leadership.
TS F et AR TR & AT T ST, SR H ARaw TIE Aqed B Hoh 2

Reducing compliance costs and supporting local Al startups will enhance India’s
position.

AT AT Y HH FIAT R TATAT TIHTE FEIEITH HT ALY FIAT R 1 [ &uf
HSTT M|

Al investments and R&D initiatives need acceleration to stay ahead in the global Al
race.

s wams wfaeau’ 7 3 o & faw, wans 7 fAder ik srqwuTe vd e (R&D)
qgell ol I ot T TaRTHAT g

Navigating the Global Al Race
3R vans wfaway’ & sRa i Rufa

India, as a global IT powerhouse, holds a unique advantage in the Al era.
AR, U dRaF IM$A 79 & T H, TS a1 H UF e[S To T 1@ar g
Industrialized nations are competing for Al dominance. The European Union (EU)

has adopted strict regulations, while the U.S. prioritizes innovation with minimal
intervention.

3t g wans wrea F forw wfaeaut w7 @ 81 30T 89 (EV) & 3 e srqeme
¢, STafeh AR FaTaR Y AT & §T ~LATH gEARIT 1 A 379 TET 81

India must balance between strict regulation and innovation. It should avoid
outdated market rules that restrict Al growth.

AR Y F&d frgat 3R TR & ST T T g | [ TR At @ a9er e
ST TIHTE AR Y 10T F FFS &

The EU enforces binding laws due to structural deficiencies in its governance
system, unlike India, which has constitutional safeguards.
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TR W 379l FIATHS HIAGT & FHROT AETHRT FIA AR FHIAT §, ST 0 &
ur waurfars geaT #AlSg B

e Strict Al regulations could weaken India’s global competitiveness, especially
against China’s dominance in hardware and cloud technologies.

& TITE g s Y ARaw yfaequt ) FaeR & dFa §, {9y &0 ¥ ardaw 3k
FAT3S SFataltalt 3 Aot Y TgT & HFHTae |

o If Indiaimposes strict Al regulations, IT companies may shift R&D to Al-friendly
countries, affecting the Indian economy.

I R F3 TIHTE FATHT 9] FIT 8, A S Fafaar sregaene 3K fawm (R&D) Hr
g TIS-thgel) 20t F TYAGRT FT Thd! §, T 9IRAT rdegarar yenfad gref|

e The government should leverage diplomatic influence to keep open-source Al
models accessible and commercially viable.

TIHR Y Feai o TG HT ITANT FHIAT ART Alfeh HeT-HRY THTE Aisel ForoT AR
SATAHITAF T & 3R 7ot &

A Case for Regulatory Clarity
fagAY it Tavear Y smraegwar

e Al adoption is inevitable, but public officials must address societal concerns
regarding job loss, misinformation, and security risks.

THTE Y 9T fAard 8, Afehet ot sty warer & 3 Aeel S Jlwd geat, Taa
I 31X Yo @A | e &

o India does not need separate Al-specific laws like those in Europe and California.
Instead, existing laws should be strengthened.

HI Y UATE & FOrT 3700 FofAl Y eI 761 8, SHaT foh IO 3 HfAwiferar # aar
AT ¥ | 3HF T, HISET FIefaAl Y Aorq T ST AR

e India already has frameworks for antitrust, corporate liability, free speech, and
public order that can cover Al regulations.

AR F I Uga & & wfaequt F1eer, HraRe agar, sffsafaa i waaaar sk adafas
SqaEdT & fAT FIefeA o Ale[g 8, S U3S [Ra#He #l ot T R B

e Thefocus should be on Al adoption, open-source access, and IT industry
innovation rather than over-regulation.

ST T T, I0-AR T 3 HTEE 3T # AR R gl AR, o p arferh
Cprokcd

e India must define its own Al strategy based on national interests, ensuring rapid
adoption and technological leadership.

HRE F) 379 T Rall & TR 92 39+ w3s Iorhfa 3 aRenfa e ke, afe
St @ T3TE 9Tt AR qFARY AAqged F lAfRaa R s aF|
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India to Go Past U.S. in Scientific Publications by 2029, Says
Minister

dfas Tt Y &A1 H 2029 d& AR ARFT F IS 8
S3T; HAY
India to go past US. in

scientific publications
by 2029, says Minister

!GS PaEer lll: S&T
a

NEW DELHI

India will overtake the U.S.
in the number of scientific
publications by 2029, Un-
ion Minister for Science
and Technology Jitendra
Singh said at a public func-
tion on Friday to commem-
orate National Science Day.

“Future projections say
that we will overcome the
United States in the num-
ber of (scientific) publica-
tions in the next four years,
by 2029. These are facts
that are not known very
widely, but these are ex-
tremely important to us,”
Mr. Singh said.

The Minister did not cite
a specific source but a 2023
ranking by the U.S.-based
National Science Founda-
tion of countries’ scientific
output says that China,
with 8,98,949 publica-
tions, leads the world, fol-
lowed by the U.S.
(4,57,335) and India
(2,07,390).

Mr. Singh also cited a
December 31, 2024, compi-
lation of the top 2% scien-
tists in the world that says
that in this list, there are
5,351 Indian scientists.
“This is something that
would have been unbeliev-
able a few years ago and
cynics will not believe,

\

Jitendra Singh

even today. But the figures
speak for themselves,” he
remarked.

The “Top 2% Scientists’,
an annual compilation by
the U.S.’s Stanford Univer-
sity and scientific publish-
er Elsevier ranks scientists
by fields and number of
highly cited publications.
India with 5,351 scientists
ranks 10th with the U.S.
ranked first with 71,392
scientists and China se-
cond with 27,165 scientists.

Increase in budget

Mr. Singh stated that the
budgetary allocations for
various departments have
seen significant growth ov-
er the years. The Depart-
ment of Science and Tech-
nology (DST) received an
allocation of ¥2,777 crore
in 2013-14, which has
surged to 328,509 crore in
2024-25, marking a 926%
increase.

India will surpass the U.S. in the number of
scientific publications by 2029, according to
Union Minister for Science and Technology
Jitendra Singh.

Frr R 3 wlefad w50 g R &
ITHR, RA 2029 TF AT ThIr=t hr H&AT
# AR 1 IS oz gam)|

e The statement was made at a public function on
National Science Day.

g SIYOTT A AT f§aw & 39w W oF S fas
FRAGH A TS|

o Mr. Singh did not cite a specific source, but a 2023
ranking by the U.S. National Science Foundation lists

China as the global leader with 8,98,949 publications,
followed by the U.S. (4,57,335) and India (2,07,390).

st g o et RS @Ya &1 3@ A8 v, AfheT 2023 &
AR AT AEH IS i T & 37AR, A
(8,98,949 WeTRIE) Tgel TUTT W 8, HARFT (4,57,335) g@X
3R 9R (2,07,390) fraY TUTT W

India’s Presence in the Top 2% Scientists
List

oy 296 damrfarant Y it 7 R it IaRRAfA

e Mr. Singh mentioned a December 31, 2024, report that

lists 5,351 Indian scientists among the world's top 2%
scientists.
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5,351 ARAT d7Tfas enfarer &1

The list is compiled annually by Stanford University (U.S.) and Elsevier, ranking
scientists based on fields and citation impact.

w g T gfaad FEamrs Ffaafddr (rafen) ik veafamR ganr dar & s 8, fSae
AT T 3oTeh ITHETET 83T 3T IGUIOT WHT & ITUR W ek feam Srar g

India ranks 10th globally in this list, with the U.S. at first place (71,392 scientists)
and China at second (27,165 scientists).

3 T A AR 103 TIWT W 3, S IANFT 9@ T4 (71,392 d=nfasw) 3R Der gy
T (27,165 denfars) W

Increase in Budget for Science and Technology

et 3R wlemfareh & aere 7 ggfor

Budget allocations for science and technology departments have significantly
increased over the years.

et stk wigmifad fasman & fore soie 3maee aut & Frfr Ter |
The Department of Science and Technology (DST) received ¥2,777 crore in 2013-
14, which has increased to ¥28,509 crore in 2024-25, marking a 926% growth.

2013-14 # et 3R wigAifarhy faemr (DST) #Y 22,777 U3 &1 gore amafed B
9T, S 2024-25 F ¥28,509 FN3 aF 9 AT, ATelt 926% Y g5

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1.SC sets aside dismissal of two women judicial officers

SC a g Afgen w1 FfAFRAT H T@iEa+h ¥ g fHar
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SC sets asm

[Essay

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court in a
judgment on Friday said
that with more and more
women joining judicial
ranks, it was time for the
judiciary to be more sensi-
tive to their well-being at
work.

Justice B.V. Nagarathna,
heading a Bench, voiced
her concern about the
physical and mental health
of women in district judici-
ary, a branch haunted by
tremendous workload,
pendency of cases and
long hours perennially.

“It is not enough to find
comfort solely in the grow-
ing number of women jud-
icial officers if we are un-
able to secure for them a
sensitive work environ-
ment and guidance,” the
court said.

The judgment came on
a petition filed by two wo-
men judicial officers from
Madhya Pradesh who were
sacked for “inefficiency”
and “misconduct” despite
one of them having suf-
fered back-to-back perso-
nal trauma, including a
miscarriage, days in the in-
tensive care unit for COVID
and her brother being diag-
nosed with cancer.

The top court said
though gender cannot be
an excuse for poor work
performance by women
judicial officers, it certainly
was a critical considera-
tion.

Justice Nagarathna said
the case reflected the need
to provide a sensitive and
inclusive work atmosphere
within the judiciary, which
is witnessing more and
more women legal profes-
sionals and judges.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

The top court said the
judiciary, with greater wo-
men representation and
sense of equality, must set
an example for the govern-
ment and the legislature.
Justice Nagarathna is cur-
rently one of only two wo-
men judges in the Supreme
Court, which has a sanc-
tioned judicial strength of
34.

The judge explained
that greater women repre-
sentation would shift gen-

Higher
Q numbers and
greater visibility of
women judges can
increase the willingness
of women to seek justice
and enforce their rights
through the courts

JUSTICE B.V. NAGARATHNA
Supreme Court judge

der stereotypes, especially
at the senior levels in the
judiciary, change attitudes
and patriarchal
perceptions.

“Women’s visibility as
judicial officers can pave
the way for women'’s grea-
ter representation in other
decision-making positions,
such as in legislative and
executive branches of go-
vernment. Higher num-
bers, and greater visibility
of women judges can in-

crease the willingness of
women to seek justice and
enforce  their  rights
through the courts,” Justice
Nagarathna noted.

‘Arbitrary move’

The judgment set aside the
termination orders of Savi-
ta Choudhary and Aditi Ku-
mar Sharma, the two civil
judges concerned, terming
them “punitive, arbitrary
and illegal”.

The top court ordered
the two women to be rein-
stated within 15 days ac-
cording to their seniority.
Senior advocate Indira Jais-
ing, who appeared for the
two women judicial offic-
ers, said the verdict may
help to provide an “ena-
bling environment” for wo-
men in the judiciary.

Taking note of Ms. Shar-
ma’s case, Justice Naga-
rathna said a miscarriage

e dismissal of two women judicial officers

could be mentally and
physically debilitating for a
woman. “A miscarriage af-
fects a person’s identity,
leading to disappoint-

ments and challenges to

motherhood identity and
role, stigma and isolation,
amongst other aspects,”
Justice Nagarathna
observed.

The top court referred
to Article 10 of the Interna-
tional Covenant on Eco-
nomic Social and Cultural
Rights that accorded spe-
cial protection to mothers
during a reasonable period
before and after childbirth.

Justice Nagarathna, after
the pronouncement of the
judgment in court, re-
marked on the distress wo-
men judges undergo when
they have to sit through
court work the whole day
“sometimes taking tablets
to ease the monthly pain”.

SC sets aside dismissal of two women judicial officers

SC @ g #Afge s FfAFRAT H T@iEa+h 1 g fHar

e The Supreme Court in a judgment on Friday said that with more and more women joining
judicial ranks, it was time for the judiciary to be more sensitive to their well-being at work.

AN T FHHA FHIE o 379e1 el 7 Fgl o SHA-o18 31T Afged sarides dansit 7 enfAer
B T &, =araarfolaT 3T 3sTeh e dToT & Uia 31T aeaehe gla i 3maTehdr |

o Justice B.V. Nagarathna, heading a Bench, voiced her concern about the physical and
mental health of women in district judiciary, a branch haunted by tremendous

workload, pendency of cases, and long working hours.

Farrefe dt.d. ARRET, S U i @ 3regatar A @ 2, o forer samararfereT 7 Rd
A3t & AR 3 ARF TEarReT A da Rar saed 1, 3 7 4 FdeR, «@fed

ATHET 3T & H1F geb & gafag g &

e "ltis not enough to find comfort solely in the growing number of women judicial
officers if we are unable to secure for them a sensitive work environment and
guidance," the court said.

FIE A FgT, "I g Afgan waf AftwREY Ff 9o F&ar & a5[g 3% v @agerefer
$T FTATaRor R AR GiATRE el < a1 38 §, o 7 wied w1 81"

e The judgment came on a petition filed by two women judicial officers from Madhya
Pradesh, who were sacked for inefficiency and misconduct, despite one of them
suffering from personal trauma including a miscarriage, days in the ICU for COVID,
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and her brother being diagnosed with cancer.

Ig ol AeT yaer ¥ & Afger =R« 3Rt Hr a1 w 3man, 5% sremsar 3ilk
IR & 3TRIY & S E Y feT I T, Sieifeh 378 & Teh Ty, H1fAs & FROT ICU 7
srelt, 3R 39t o178 & SR foveer S egferdera Frafedt & o @ o

The top court said though gender cannot be an excuse for poor work performance, it
was certainly a critical consideration.

e 31eTerd o aheT for gTetifer foeT WX F1 Ueele FT 9817 AG a7 WhdT, oifched I Teh
HAEAIUT FREF T ¢

Justice Nagarathna said the case reflected the need to provide a sensitive and
inclusive work atmosphere within the judiciary, which is witnessing more women legal
professionals and judges.

AAAS AR o gl o Tg AT SaradTfoie 3 Hagerefter 3R waATaef F13F arara<or
STCTeT et T JTARTHAT T G2ATT &, ST6T 3ThF ATFATT FregeAt e 31 3i% =arrefet & &
FRT B @2

The top court said the judiciary, with greater women representation and a sense of
equality, must set an example for the government and the legislature.

oS 31T o gl T ATl ol 37T AfYaT s e 31 gAEdar Y dE=T & iy
WFR 3T AR & AT v 3eeor Tanfg e arfgu|

Justice Nagarathna is currently one of only two women judges in the Supreme Court,
which has a sanctioned judicial strength of 34.

ARHf ARREAT TAT H FHA FIE AT Faer & Afgar sararedil § @ o &, siafs sah
Tlipd =RAF AfFd 34 &1

The judge explained that greater women representation would shift gender
stereotypes, especially at the senior levels in the judiciary, and change attitudes
and patriarchal perceptions.

=TTl & GASAT o 3t Afyer wfafafea & fofer qatere & aqera mwem, v &0 &
AT & aRes Tl W, 3N Ig @A 7 Rqaarcns arRomsit #1 6 sgaan|

Women'’s visibility as judicial officers

#fgen s sfwRat fr geaar

Justice Nagarathna noted that the greater visibility and higher numbers of women
judges can lead to greater representation of women in other decision-making
positions like legislative and executive branches of government.

FIRIHIA AR = Fgl o Afga saramedial i sifte wean 3k geaar 30 Ao os
arer gt o faremft 3y ety emamait F Afrersit i smeherd aor wwd B
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More women in the judiciary can increase the willingness of women to seek justice
and enforce their rights through the courts.

FarguTierenT & 3178 AfRa3t & 3ufEufa Afgensit Fr = Y #@Rr FI1 317 3raa
HAFRT F a9 F F e IRT F= FH

‘Arbitrary move’

"HAATAT FRATS'

The judgment set aside the termination orders of Savita Choudhary and Aditi
Kumar Sharma, terming them “punitive, arbitrary, and illegal”.

30 theror 7 wfdar =l sik arfefe FaAR oo A qEieaedt # “Garens, AaAwE N sy

TN 917 3R 34 Teg W el
The Supreme Court ordered reinstatement of the two women judges within 15 days
as per their seniority.

FNH FE 7 382 R & 37 Qe Afgem samamehet 1 15 Rt & sfiaw 37 alssar &
3TAR aT: fargerd o S|

Senior advocate Indira Jaising argued that the verdict could help in creating an
“enabling environment” for women in the judiciary.

aRtss srftrawar i SaflE = er & I8 haen =aaifesr & aAfgens & Qv “agras
qTATEROT T A AEE FT TehelT ¢ |

Impact of miscarriage on women

IHIT T A3t W g3 T

Justice Nagarathna noted that miscarriage can be mentally and physically
debilitating for a woman.

TS AR 1 gt foh fuTd AR 3R AiRF T @ FHASAR FI GTelT g1 Hehvell
gl

A miscarriage can impact a woman’s identity, cause disappointment, and lead to
stigma and isolation.

T T AR Y IganeT Y wH1fad T ThaT &, FAWRT A1 G § 3R Feid T vhEhA

Y ATy 3cqeet FT TFAT B

The Supreme Court referred to Article 10 of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, which provides special protection to
mothers before and after childbirth.

GNH HIE o HATSET I, FraATTorF IR FEpias AfeR awgila & sqeds 10
garel fem, St ATt 1 ywa & gge 3R are F ey geam e Far |
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Challenges faced by women judges

A Faramefiert FY e arelt geifaar

o After the judgment, Justice Nagarathna commented on the distress faced by women
judges during court sessions.

therel o dTe, FATIfd AR o FATATA Y FTAATR F SRIeT Afger saramefiert garr selr
STt arelt digr g¥ feegufy i)

e She highlighted how women judges often work through severe pain during
menstruation, sometimes taking painkillers to continue their duties.

Ioglet T o A AR Fararehier Al ot & el MR g & araeg 1 Fh § 3R
Feft-wft o forana qard A=t aseh )
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