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Trump proposes tarifts on
steel, aluminium imports

|Gs Paper IIl: US

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump
has said the U.S. will im-
pose 25% tariffs on all steel
and aluminium imports,
including from Canada and
Mexico, as well as other im-
port duties later in the
week.

“Any steel coming into
the United States is going
to have a 25% tariff,” he
told presspersons on Sun-
day on Air Force One as he
flew from Florida to New
Orleans to attend the Sup-
er Bowl. When asked about
aluminium, he responded,
“aluminium, too” will be
subject to the trade penal-
ties.

Reciprocal tariffs
Mr. Trump also reaffirmed
that he would announce

“reciprocal tariffs” -
“probably Tuesday or
Wednesday” — meaning

that the U.S. would impose
import duties on products
in cases in which another

Metal merchandise

U.S. imports most of its aluminium and steel from Canada,
China and Mexico. Tables show imports in $ billion (2018-2023)

Aluminium and Iron & steel
articles made and articles
of them made of them

1 Canada $57.3bn 1 China $85.1bn

2 China $18.5bn Canada $71.4bn

3 Mexico $9.6bn Mexico $58.4bn

4 | UAE $8.9bn .

5 India $4.5bn 9 India $15.6bn
country has levied duties | India may offer
onUS.goods. lower duties to

If they are charging us .

130% and we’re charging Da(!lfy Tl'llllll)
them nothing, it’s not go-
ing to stay that way,” he | NEW DELHI

said.

Mr. Trump has said he
sees import taxes as tools
to force concessions on is-
sues such as immigration
but also as a source of reve-
nue to help close the go-
vernment’s budget deficit.

INDIA STAYS STOIC
» PAGE 13

With Prime Minister Narendra
Modi set to hold bilateral talks
with U.S. President Donald
Trump this week, which will
likely include intense parleys
on tariffs, India could offer
fresh cuts in import duties on
items of U.S. interest, such as
the uniquely American pecan
nuts grown in its southwestern
States. » PAGE 12

as other import duties later in the week.
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President
Donald Trump
has said the U.S.
will impose 25%
tariffs on all
steel and
aluminium
imports,
including from
Canada and
Mexico, as well
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Isgufa SiATes € o gt & AR 25% ¢RE Feft svara six
TR T 9 e, forwe werst 3R AfFww off anfAer 8, 3k
HTATE & 37 A 3T AT Yo Y Tame Frear|

“Any steel coming into the United States is going to have a 25% tariff,” he told
presspersons on Sunday on Air Force One as he flew from Florida to New Orleans
to attend the Super Bowl.

" AT A 31 arer FFHY Y SEITT W 25% NG 9, 351w IFIR I wIX B g
A U I FART, S d FRsT & 7 ARfATew 577 @ F G ar3el 7 7 ol & forv|

When asked about aluminium, he responded, “aluminium, too” will be subject to
the trade penalties.

SIS TegAfAaa & SR A qoT 919, A 3egie 3R fe, " vegHEifeas o cauR g5 &
31efieT g |

Reciprocal Tariffs

IREIRE ¢NE

Mr. Trump also reaffirmed that he would announce “reciprocal tariffs” —
“probably Tuesday or Wednesday” — meaning that the U.S. would impose
import duties on products in cases where another country has levied duties on
U.S. goods.

At gF 71 Ig o giSe T foh a5 " IREIRF TRE" 1 GIVoTT HiaT — "HHad: HAATR AT
qUaR" — ST 318 § o AR 397 3Tumel W T Qe e, Set R 3o
&er o AR TEGIHT W Yo AT 8|

“If they are charging us 130% and we’re charging them nothing, it’s not going
to stay that way,” he said.

"3 F FANW 130% Yo aYe T¢ & AN FH 30 $& g1 o T2, A Ig 1 ¢ @,
30'6'“@ hel|
Mr. Trump has said he sees import taxes as tools to force concessions on issues

such as immigration but also as a source of revenue to help close the
government’s budget deficit.

it TF9 ¥ g o6 g 3maTd 0 S RATId e F1 awe A §, S e, 3R
Y JSEg &1 AT 81 AT ¢, T90T GRAR F T9IC g1 FY F7 a1 & A A9
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Why didn’t Governor
inform T.N. about his
objections to Bills: SC

[GS Paper II: Center-State Relation |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday questioned the
long “silence” of the Tamil
Nadu Governor, spanning
months and years, to the
State’s Bills, culminating in
his withholding of consent
and the reference of at
least 10 Bills to the Presi-
dent for consideration.

Addressing  Attorney-
General of India R. Venkat-
aramani, who appeared
for Governor R.N. Ravi,
Justice J.B. Pardiwala said
the Governor definitely
had “something in his
mind” when he withheld
consent to the Bills sent to
him for assent by the State
government. Yet, the Go-
vernor did not communi-
cate what was irking him
about the proposed laws.
“So, he goes quiet for one
or two years... He with-
holds consent... Then sud-
denly he says I have re-
ferred them to the
President,” observed Jus-
tice Pardiwala, accompa-
nied by Justice R. Mahade-
van on the Bench.

Mr. Venkataramani said
the Governor had earlier
communicated to the State
his objections regarding
the constitution of the
search-cum-selection com-
mittee for the appointment
of Vice-Chancellors of
State universities. The Go-
vernor-Chancellor  had
sought the inclusion of the
University Grants Commis-
sion Chairperson’s nomi-
nee in the search-cum-se-
lection committee. The
State Bills, passed subse-
quently, sought to remove
the Governor, who was al-
so ex-officio Chancellor of
these universities, from the
Vice-Chancellor appoint-
ment process.
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Then why did
you [Governor]

@

keep silent about the
Bills? They [the State]
would have probably
agreed with you

JUSTICE J.B. PARDIWALA
Supreme Court Judge

“Then why did you keep
silent about the Bills? Why
did you not tell the State
government about your re-
servations if you found
them repugnant?... They
[the State] would have
probably agreed with
you...,” Justice Pardiwala
reacted to the submission
from the top law officer.

‘Not a formality’
The judge, turning Mr.
Venkataramani’s submis-
sions that the Governor
had earlier raised objec-
tions about the Vice-Chan-
cellors” appointment pro-
cess on its head, said that
then the Assembly’s recon-
sideration of the 10 Bills at
its special sitting on No-
vember 18, 2023, would
not have been just an
“empty formality”. “The
Assembly would have
known what his objections
were,” Justice Pardiwala
remarked.

The court reserved the
case for judgment.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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Why didn’t Governor Inform T.N.
About His Objections to Bills: SC

ToFqTe A AfATeTg HY el 92 3rqedt
FTaferdt iy ST F4Y 7L A oA FIE

The Supreme Court on Monday questioned
the long "silence" of the Tamil Nadu
Governor, spanning months and years, on
the State’s Bills, culminating in his
withholding of consent and referring at
least 10 Bills to the President for
consideration.

A FIE A NHAR $Y ATRAATZ & TSI A
o9 §HT I "ol T FaTd 35T, S
NF & 94T FH T FA 10 fadaen) & Tseufa &
qr faeR & faw st fem

e Addressing Attorney General of India R.
Venkataramani, who appeared for Governor R.N. Ravi,
Justice J.B. Pardiwala said the Governor definitely had
"something in his mind" when he withheld consent to
the Bills sent to him for assent by the State government.

TR & HTTeAT STellel R, IHEIATON, ST ToTITe AR T, I
T I A 39U §T, T HAAT It §U AR el ..
UREHTAT o e foh Teadrer & 7 # ARaa sr ¥ Fo o1,
SId 3giel Ued FIHR EanrT fat ¢ et # wipfa 2 &
UFT|

e Yet, the Governor did not communicate what was
irking him about the proposed laws.

T &, TSI F Ig T8 qATAT Toh 306 5o WEATTAA Flefall

q Fa1 AT A

e "So, he goes quiet for one or two years... He
withholds consent... Then suddenly he says | have
referred them to the President," observed Justice
Pardiwala, accompanied by Justice R. Mahadevan on the
Bench.

"aY, I6 U AT Y Wl T I G & PR T pR dwm aa ¥
3R IraTeTF FEa & A o= ey & arw der R
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STt IRENETET & ohgl, S F AT AR, FgTaae & A N5 7 |

Governor's Justification

TSIYTel T TTSEIRIOT

Mr. Venkataramani said the Governor had earlier communicated to the State his
objections regarding the constitution of the search-cum-selection committee for
the appointment of Vice-Chancellors of State universities.

At FHeTATN 71 gl [ VeI A Tga T TR 1 R fHar o1 & 3¢ 77
freafagzredt & Feufaat i AgfFa & v @rer-a-aae afAfa & Toa v 3mafy 4|

The Governor-Chancellor had sought the inclusion of the University Grants
Commission Chairperson’s nominee in the search-cum-selection committee.

TSIITA- TR o farRafagATerar 3referer mANT (UGC) & 3reet & ATfAd safad i
GYT-Hg-g9 FiATa 7 A e hr AT Fr 27|
The State Bills, passed subsequently, sought to remove the Governor, who was

also ex-officio Chancellor of these universities, from the Vice-Chancellor
appointment process.

a1 A IRd T A€l 7 I8 yara @1 3137 foh TeqaTd, it o<1 faeafagamerat &
geet Tiwer off &, 1 Ferafer fgfra wftrar ¥ ger o se|

Court’s Response

FI¢c Hr afafmar

"Then why did you keep silent about the Bills? Why did you not tell the State
government about your reservations if you found them repugnant?" Justice
Pardiwala reacted to the submission from the top law officer.

" 3Tae g7 fareit o¥ et Y Wref? 3 3maet e amafer off & 3T TS EER
F $HF aR A FAT A TArAT?" T IREETET o o RAfEr rftrwrd Fr gelter W

grafsrar &
"They [the State] would have probably agreed with you..." he added.

" [T GIHR] ATIE AT/ TEA &) AT..." 3opiot SIS

‘Not a Formality’

The judge, turning Mr. Venkataramani’s submissions that the Governor had
earlier raised objections about the Vice-Chancellors’ appointment process on its
head, said that then the Assembly’s reconsideration of the 10 Bills at its special
sitting on November 18, 2023, would not have been just an "empty formality".
ST & 4t SHeTATOr Y 3 Eellel T Tered FU, & ToIUT o Tge Ferafal FAgiFa
uferar ax smafy g oY, T for 18 A9eR, 2023 T ey 79 7 fersrwsm ganT $+1 10
s ¥ qwfdar fd o el sitoaRear @@ garl

"The Assembly would have known what his objections were," Justice Pardiwala
remarked.

" fArUTeTHsT FY el gl fo 3Ty srafert a o, sl aRdarer o feoqoft dr
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The court reserved the case for judgment.
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Maharashtra move to stop funding eggs in MDM sparks concerns

IGS Paper ll: Government Policies and Schemes

NEWS ANALYSIS

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAT

The Maharashtra govern-
ment’s recent decision to
withdraw 50 crore in
funding for eggs and millet-
based sweet dishes in State-
run schools under the Mid
Day Meal Scheme (MDM)
has sparked criticism.

“Egg pulao and sweet
khichdi/naachni satya...
are being given in alterna-
tive form. The manage-
ment committee should try
to provide the benefits of
the two recipes and the su-
gar required for other re-
cipes through public parti-
cipation. No additional
funds will be provided by
the government,” a Go-
vernment Resolution dated
January 28 had stated.

An analysis of data from
the State budget for 2024-

e

.

Eggs being served to students of a Karnataka government school.

Nearly 16 States have eggs on the midday meal menu. FILE PHOTO

25 shows that Maharashtra
is estimated to spend only
0.04% of its total expendi-
ture of ¥6.12 lakh crore on
the Pradhan Mantri Poshan
Shakti Nirman Scheme
(PM-POSHAN), which pro-
vides nutritious food to
schoolchildren.

The Maharashtra go-
vernment’s spending on
PM-POSHAN, including
Central grants, has been
less than 1% of the total ex-
penditure over the last four

years. This share has been
steadily on the decline.
The National Food Se-
curity Act, 2013 mandates a
daily protein intake of 12
gm for primary level stu-
dents and 20 gm for upper
primary level students. The
midday meal scheme was
envisioned to bring chil-
dren to school by providing
them lunch, thereby en-
couraging enrolment while
solving the problem of mal-
nourishment. The scheme

was later merged with the
PM-POSHAN programme,
a Centrally-sponsored in-
itiative, in which the Union
government bears 60% of
the costs and the State go-
vernment covers the re-
maining 40%. Nearly 16
States have eggs on the
midday meal menu.

Halted after a year
In Maharashtra, eggs were
added to the midday meal
menu only in November
2023, nearly two decades
after the programme was
implemented in the State.
Just over a year later, the
State has decided to dis-
continue funding for it.
Maharashtra’s decision
to cut costs comes amid
maintaining a fiscal deficit
to Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP) ratio below
the 3% legal mandate over
the past five years, accord-
ing to data from PRS Legis-
lative Research. The State

government had a fiscal
deficit to GSDP ratio of 1.9%
in 2022-23, the year eggs
were introduced in school
meals, which was the low-
est in five years.

Anna Adhikar Abhiyan,
an NGO working on food
and nutrition issues, ar-
gued that “financial con-
straints” cannot justify the
decision and it is “ironic”
that one of the wealthiest
States would cut funding
for a critical scheme.

Activists pointed out
that even the existing fund-
ing is “grossly insufficient”.

Data from NITI Aayog’s
fact sheet on the State’s nu-
trition situation show that
as of 2019, about 35% of
children under the age of
five are underweight and
36% stunted. These num-
bers have stayed more or
less the same since 2015-16.

For poor households,
purchasing eggs for chil-
dren can be a significant ex-

pense, especially consider-
ing the rising trend in food
prices. Barring  two
months, monthly consum-
er food price inflation has
exceeded 8% between No-
vember 2023 and Decem-
ber 2024, according to Na-
tional Statistics Office data.
The Opposition has con-
demned the decision, with
Atul Londhe, spokesper-
son of the Maharashtra
Congress, calling it a clear
indication of “financial and
mental bankruptcy”.
Aaditya Thackeray, Shiv
Sena (UBT) MLA from Wor-
li, echoed this sentiment.
“For most students, the
midday meal is the only
source of nutrition. Once
again, this clearly proves
that the government be-
longs to the greedy politi-
cians elected by EVMs. It
doesn’t belong to the peo-
ple, especially the children
in schools who have no
vote, no voice,” he said.

Maharashtra Move to Stop Funding Eggs in MDM Sparks
Concerns

FAEATEA ATl FISToll 7 37ST ST BIST Vshet & ATRISE WFR &
g 9x Rar

The Maharashtra government’s recent decision to withdraw ¥50
crore in funding for eggs and millet-based sweet dishes in State-
run schools under the Mid Day Meal Scheme (MDM) has sparked
criticism.
HERISE WFR @RI AT WA FFhall A ALATES Hioret Ar=lT (MDM) &
ded 37=) 3 areRT 3raRa A1 saoEt F AT 50 FT N FRT A &

grforar tharer Y 3= & W &

"Egg pulao and sweet khichdi/naachni satya... are being given in alternative

form."

" 3731 gera 3R #Sr R=Ey/araeh vy dwfeus T A Resm @ &

The management committee should try to provide the benefits of these two

recipes and the sugar required for other recipes through public participation.

gatre AT FI 57 SF ST & o 3R 3T T & v Araeqs A=t FHr
STAHTINGRY o ATEIH T UGTeT hied ol TATH 1T dIgT|
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No additional funds will be provided by the government, according to a
Government Resolution dated January 28.

28 FeTa) Y AR THRT TFTE & 37THN, FIHR gaRT :1$ Afalked 3 vqre 781
e e

Budget Analysis
gore favayor

An analysis of State budget 2024-25 shows that Maharashtra is estimated to spend
only 0.04% of its total expenditure of ¥6.12 lakh crore on the Pradhan Mantri
Poshan Shakti Nirman Scheme (PM-POSHAN), which provides nutritious food to
schoolchildren.

ST TSI 2024-25 & [ALRAYOT & U el & o AERTSE 3794 6.12 A1 FU5 & Fel
T FT hdel 0.04% TUTAFT 90T AfFT fARTOT AT (PM-POSHAN) TR T 33T,

it Fel godl I 9I9F HER T FL 8

The Maharashtra government’s spending on PM-POSHAN, including Central
grants, has been less than 1% of the total expenditure over the last four years.

HERTSE WIHR GaRT Fg TFR & He[areT qied, PM-POSHAN IYetar o fema arar @<
Red R asi A g @d w1 1% ¥ A FA @8

This share has been steadily on the decline.

Ig feear JedR gedr ST W@ ¢

Nutritional Standards & Impact

QYT AT 3T 91T

The National Food Security Act, 2013 mandates a daily protein intake of 12 gm
for primary level students and 20 gm for upper primary level students.

T Wi FRaw Afafags, 2013 & ded wafAF T F o1l & fav yfafeer 12 amr
W 3R 3= wrafAe T & o & v 20 75 N 3ifard fhar = |

The Midday Meal Scheme was envisioned to bring children to school by
providing them lunch, thereby encouraging enrolment while solving the problem of
malnourishment.

HEATE HISTeT ATl hl 36G2T Tod! HY Thel ATl AT, ek 3o¢ TS T HioteT T

ST FF, T8 AR HY qorar fer 3R FYIOT A FATAT HT FATUTT 87|

The scheme was later merged with PM-POSHAN, a Centrally-sponsored
initiative, where the Union government bears 60% of the costs and the State
government covers the remaining 40%.

g AISTeTT d1¢ 7 PM-POSHAN FRI%A & AT e &3 & 18, 5 v &g yAfora vgar
g, a3 &g TPR 60% WY dgT Hd § 3R 5T TSR AT 40% @Y I3[ ¢

Nearly 16 States have eggs on the midday meal menu.

FITHIT 16 [T H HAEATES YTt A A 313 anfder §

Halted After a Year
TS qY 91 U 91 &1 TS
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In Maharashtra, eggs were added to the midday meal menu only in November
2023, nearly two decades after the programme was implemented in the State.

HERISE H 33T ! ALATEST HYSTeT A A AR 2023 H 3T 31347, S 30 AateAr & T

# ] Ele S T &Y &R a1 g3
Just over a year later, the State has decided to discontinue funding for it.

TS T 91¢ &Y, T TIFN o 3T [T GBI a¢ FIa &1 AT form|

Financial Considerations

o fE

Maharashtra’s decision to cut costs comes amid maintaining a fiscal deficit to
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) ratio below the 3% legal mandate over
the past five years, according to PRS Legislative Research.

HENISE AXHR o @ A Feldt ol hael Ao o auf 7 FFHe Ao B 3¢91G
(GSDP) & forw 3% &t FefaA €T ¥ 2 el arer aeime T@a & Acgetor [ g,
PRS faremdY argaensT & 38|

The State government had a fiscal deficit to GSDP ratio of 1.9% in 2022-23, the
year eggs were introduced in school meals, which was the lowest in five years.

TS TIFR 7 2022-23 F AT €1eT-GSDP 3req9rer 1.9% T, S fo Rrevet oy st
qEd F U1, 3R 8 a¥ Fper e 7 33 NS T Y|

Criticism from Activists

FIARATIT T T AT

Anna Adhikar Abhiyan, an NGO working on food and nutrition issues, argued
that "financial constraints" cannot justify the decision.

3eoTT HIAHR AT, S $iYsrer AR Arwor Feel o FR Har g, F o far i - fadr
aremu 39 AT &t 3T J8T 87 Thdit|

The NGO said it is "ironic" that one of the wealthiest States would cut funding for
a critical scheme.

$H HaTe o gl foh Ig " fasaar § i v u=ft T2t 7 & v 35U Ageaqut At
®IE3ar & weld FT @I R

Activists pointed out that even the existing funding is "grossly insufficient".

FIIRAT3 ¥ T o Aiegar BT ot " srca sraiea”

Nutritional Concerns

qiyor geth Rare

Data from NITI Aayog’s fact sheet on the State’s nutrition situation shows that as
of 2019, about 35% of children under the age of five are underweight, and 36%
are stunted.

ey 3mater i aeaTeRs RAIE & 3TAR, 2019 TF, 9T AT § FH 37 & 35% o0 FF
Tl & § 31 36% Afawfaa
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e These numbers have stayed more or less the same since 2015-16.
& 3(iehg 2015-16 W IS FATA 1 T |

e For poor households, purchasing eggs for children can be a significant expense,
especially considering the rising trend in food prices.

T aRERt & forw gt & faw 33 @dieeT v 98 amrdg g Gencll §, T Sid @ied
el # g W et

e Barring two months, monthly consumer food price inflation has exceeded 8%
between November 2023 and December 2024, according to National Statistics
Office (NSO) data.

TR FIFETHT FTATAT (NSO) 3 & IHe[AR, AR 2023 ¥ A 2024 & & wnfd
3YSIFAT WIET Hed HITEHITA o 8% T IR X ToIT, dhaiel & ALl HT BISHT|

Political Reactions

Tt ifas gfafsame

e The Opposition has condemned the decision, with Atul Londhe, spokesperson of
the Maharashtra Congress, calling it a clear indication of "financial and mental
bankruptcy".

et & 50 therer 1 fiaT Y, FERISE FAW F YT A e 4 30 " e 3ilx

AETAS Rarfearaer &1 Tase Hohd TdrT|

o Aaditya Thackeray, Shiv Sena (UBT) MLA from Worli, echoed this sentiment.
ey a1, fATHT (UBT) & faemaes (Teil &), oF 3t 34T H1a=T St glgran|

e "For most students, the midday meal is the only source of nutrition."
" 37fRrsRTer STl & AT, FeATE SSTeT € WY T THATT A 81"

o He further said, "Once again, this clearly proves that the government belongs to

the greedy politicians elected by EVMs. It doesn’t belong to the people,
especially the children in schools who have no vote, no voice."

3egiel 37T heT, "TF AR 6T, IE Wi F¥ar ¢ % TFR Fae §ve @ g9 10 drerd
A1t Y F1 Tg STerar Fr 7€, AT T @ Tl F 37 qeal Hr 7@, P A,
o marer|”

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Page8



@ PATRIOTIC IAS: 3 Floor KV Tower, Near Rajbanshi Hospital,

*

patriotic [

Pathshala

Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

e/ Contact Number: 9971932488

s
|GS Paper II: Article 355 and 356|

Emergency exit

N. Biren Singh is finally shown the door,
but peace in Manipur is elusive

l n a long overdue decision, N. Biren Singh re-

signed as Chief Minister of Manipur on Sun-

day. It was reportedly under duress due to
growing dissidence within the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led National Democratic Alliance govern-
ment even as the Opposition Congress planned a
no-confidence motion in the Assembly. The Su-
preme Court of India had recently sought the ser-
vices of the Central Forensic Science Laboratory
to provide a “sealed-cover report” on “leaked au-
dio tapes” that it is examining, allegedly featuring
Mr. Singh as an instigator of the ethnic conflict
that has raged for months between two commun-
ities in the State. These proximate reasons apart,
Mr. Singh’s continuation was long made untena-
ble with the ethnic conflict having shown few
signs of abating, and him being seen as cham-
pioning the cause of chauvinists from one group.
In any case, the Union Government had, de facto,
used the provisions of Article 355 to seize control
over law and order without declaring its imposi-
tion. The BJP and its allies had also lost both Lok
Sabha seats in the 2024 general election, indicat-
ing a fatigue in the valley and hill regions with the
State government. Mr. Singh’s rhetoric about the
Kuki-Zo-Hmar communities, persistently accus-
ing them of being “infiltrators” from Myanmar
and providing a haven to “drug dealers” and illi-
cit crop cultivators, fuelled the antipathy on both
sides of the conflict, while his inability to rein in
violent groups that openly brandished sophisti-
cated weapons — many looted from police ar-
mouries — created a culture of impunity. With the
BJP persisting with his leadership, there was little
hope for any reconciliation as civil society acti-
vists refused to engage in peace talks.

The Union government and the BJP should
now make the best use of the opportunity by
looking for a new leader who is unburdened by
the shenanigans of Mr. Singh’s rule and willing to
work towards genuine reconciliation. Second,
the Union government should accelerate the pro-
cess of involving civil society leaders in talks, yet
again, to address immediate issues such as the
rehabilitation and return of over 60,000 dis-
placed people. This will lay the ground for a polit-
ical solution and address grievances in the hills
and the valley. There are enough instruments in
India’s federal system that allow for creative solu-
tions within the state-system, which have also
worked well in other parts of the country in end-
ing conflicts. But confidence-building measures
and an end to wanton violence are a necessity be-
fore such solutions are mooted. Mr. Singh’s resig-
nation should pave the way for more such mea-
sures and it would be remiss on the part of the
government to not follow up on these quickly.

Emergency Exit

ATYTaHTeNe AT

N. Biren Singh has finally been shown the door,
resigning as Chief Minister of Manipur on
Sunday.

v, dRT g F RIS R q187 F71 TFar @ =r
T, 3egieT MATR F1 AR F FEIHA ag F FEAIET
¢ feam

. The resignation reportedly happened under duress due to
growing dissidence within the BJP-led NDA government and
the Opposition Congress planning a no-confidence motion in
the Assembly.

mwﬂwmﬁgm,wﬁ;m-mmvwﬁmaz
TeT o1 3R favaft F9w fuerasn & s yrae a= fr e
CoIRG R

Legal and Political Pressures

FIesil AR TeTeiifcren gara

. The Supreme Court of India had recently sought the services
of the Central Forensic Science Laboratory to provide a “sealed-
cover report” on leaked audio tapes allegedly featuring Mr. Singh
as an instigator of the ethnic conflict in Manipur.

R F Falfed FATATTT o &1 &7 7 Felq PRSP a1 waaremar s
"Hirersie RAé" 2= & fow oher o, o ofien go iif3a e enfver 2,
Sre1aT #ft R FF ST Ty 51t arar adqm ™ =)

. The ethnic conflict in the State has shown few signs of

abating, making Mr. Singh’s continuation untenable as he was
seen as favoring one group.

TSI A AT TOY & o 3l & FH Tahd Ao, 9ad s RgF19g
U o TEAT TG &Y 3T, FAITh 3o T T&T T AT FIA arelT

HTedT 14T |

. The Union Government had, de facto, used Article 355 to
seize control over law and order without officially declaring its
imposition.

F% TR o FATTNRE T § HeJeda 355 T ITANT X It 3

SqaET 91 foraror Tmfe fFa, foe s& anferemies &9 & e fhu|

Electoral Setback

gATd! SHEHT
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The BJP and its allies lost both Lok Sabha seats in the 2024 general election,
indicating discontent in both valley and hill regions with the State government.

STSTIT 3 38F FEAA 2024 & A AT F QAT A @ W R 7w, S A
3R ggTEl a3 F TR & 9 HAIW STelhdT g

Ethnic Conflict and Singh’s Role
aTeirr s 3 Rig 7 sy

Mr. Singh’s rhetoric against the Kuki-Zo-Hmar communities, persistently
accusing them of being “infiltrators” from Myanmar and harboring “drug
dealers” and illicit crop cultivators, fueled the conflict further.

it g i FATTETSH FHT-S-FAR T & o oY, e  3o¢ FAR @
“guifer” Fard 3R “gor SR T HIAY FH 39 ATl T FHST hlel T 3R M,
e wad 3k 75 |

His inability to control violent groups that brandished sophisticated weapons,
including many looted from police armories, created a culture of impunity.

3eTehT e WHE! W fAa=or A sraadan, [Siegia 3ead gFRART F1 g yeoia
T, [t & &6 gfere aeameR @ o2 a1v &, & faehyar #r wepfa w1 s |

As the BJP persisted with his leadership, there was little hope for reconciliation,
and civil society activists refused to engage in peace talks.

SISl TTeh $ITSTIT & 37 AJcd $ TA1C TWT, eIg 1 F1$ 37H1G a7gt oY, IR ATl warer
F FAFAM o aifad arat F AT g ¥ AR T =

The Way Forward
T3 T IEAT

The Union government and the BJP should look for a new leader who is
unburdened by Singh’s tenure and committed to genuine reconciliation.

Fg AR AR AT 1 TF AT AT HY TAT FLEAT AR, 57 AT F araeT Y
fameraait & a7ed &1 3R aredfas Fore & faw gfdeey 8|

The Union government should accelerate efforts to involve civil society leaders
in peace talks to address issues like rehabilitation and the return of over 60,000
displaced people.

&g THR P ARE FATS F A3 Y A qre’ 7 A F= i afwan a1 Feh
afge, foree gerate 3 60,000 & e Reanfa ae @ arae S Fegr &1 Farn
&l

There are instruments in India’s federal system that allow for creative solutions
to ethnic conflicts, which have worked well in other regions.

AR T WET gorrelt 7 AF wraee g, S ST Werst & TeeATcse GATH r AeJAfar
aa 8, 3R S 3 &=t A Fherargde o fhw are g

Confidence-building measures and ending violence are prerequisites before
proposing solutions.

freare agrelt & 3uTr 3N AT 7 37T T o FATUTST Y ST e W Uge! AHTaRTF B

Mr. Singh’s resignation should pave the way for more peace initiatives, and the
government must act swiftly to build upon this opportunity.
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|GS Paper II: India-Sri Lanka |

Troubled waters

India and Sri Lanka must facilitate

discussions among their fishermen
l n the latest chapter of the long-standing fish-

eries dispute in the Palk Bay region, the Sri

Lankan Navy arrested 14 fishermen from Ta-
mil Nadu’s Ramanathapuram district on Febru-
ary 8 for alleged poaching in waters north of
Mannar. Two trawlers were also impounded. On
January 27, the Navy had fired at an Indian boat
near Delft Island, injuring two fishermen. With
these arrests, the total number of Indian fisher-
men detained this year has risen to 77. Just last
week, a Sri Lankan court had released nine fish-
ermen from Karaikal, Puducherry, but one other
person received a six-month prison sentence. Ad-
ditionally, Sri Lankan courts have been imposing
hefty fines, complicating their release. Govern-
ment data over the past decade, based on res-
ponses in Parliament, show that in 2024, the
number of Indian fishermen arrested in Sri Lan-
ka crossed the 500-mark for the first time in 10
years (528). There were 787 arrests in 2014.

In a letter to External Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar on February 3, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin said that 97 fishermen and 216 fishing
boats were still under the custody of Sri Lanka.
Unlike in the past, when they were quickly re-
leased, recent years have seen rising convictions
for violations of the International Maritime Boun-
dary Line (IMBL) and unlawful fishing. While Ta-
mil Nadu and Puducherry fishermen often cross
the IMBL, their counterparts in Sri Lanka’s Tamil-
speaking Northern Province, who are still reco-
vering from the civil war, oppose their fishing
methods, particularly ecologically destructive
bottom trawling. Northern Sri Lankan fishermen
are seeking a sustainable solution that protects
their waters from over-exploitative fishing. In-
dian fishermen have repeatedly sought a fresh
round of talks with their Sri Lankan counter-
parts, with the last such meeting having taken
place in November 2016. The issue was also
raised in the most recent Joint Working Group
meeting in Colombo last October. However, the
Anura Kumara Dissanayake-led Sri Lankan go-
vernment appears reluctant to negotiate. New
Delhi and Colombo must recognise that a fresh
approach is required to break the deadlock rath-
er than continuing with a business-as-usual mind-
set. Unlike the cases of Indian fishermen de-
tained in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Saudi Arabia,
and Qatar, the arrests in Sri Lanka are significant-
ly higher. New Delhi must introduce incentives to
encourage Palk Bay fishermen to move away
from trawling. While this shift will take time, both
governments must facilitate immediate discus-
sions between their fishing communities to find
interim solutions. It is only through proactive di-
plomacy and sustainable fishing policies that this
ongoing conflict can be addressed effectively.

Troubled Waters
AR g1

In the latest chapter of the long-standing fisheries
dispute in the Palk Bay region, the Sri Lankan Navy
arrested 14 fishermen from Tamil Nadu’s
Ramanathapuram district on February 8 for alleged
poaching in waters north of Mannar.

UTeh W13 &1 H o TAT § T 3T ¢ AT faag F av
AT A, AAFHTS AT & 8 T B afAeeng &
THAATIRA T & 14 AGIHRT 1 PRFAR &, 3
AR & 3o & 31T T T AS T Thsel ST 3RT FIMAT
)

. Two trawlers were also impounded.
&Y elert &Y 3t Stedt FT foram )|

. On January 27, the Navy fired at an Indian boat near Delft
Island, injuring two fishermen.

27 STera{Y &Y, AT o Sewe gAY F I T HRAT A9 T el T8,
fSoa &Y #g3m are @ 71w |

o With these arrests, the total number of Indian fishermen
detained this year has risen to 77.

soT ARTFaTRET & arr, 58 T sl & fRuaa & fow v s
AR Y T 77 T I TE|

Rising Convictions and Legal Challenges

Tt Tt 3R et gt

. Last week, a Sri Lankan court released nine fishermen from
Karaikal, Puducherry, but one person received a six-month prison
sentence.

oo g%, T slidas IeTerd 3 G5 & FUSHA F ol ATARI F Rar
F fa, AftheT v safFa :Y o A A S Y TAT YIS TS|

e Sri Lankan courts have been imposing hefty fines, complicating the release of
detained fishermen.

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Page 1 1



PATRIOTIC IAS: 3 Floor KV Tower, Near Rajbanshi Hospital,
Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Contact Number: 9971932488

HerTs 3reTerd Y FHTAT o W 2, Tored Rwrwa 7 forw 7w agamy i Reré afeer
HEGE

Government data over the past decade shows that in 2024, the number of Indian
fishermen arrested in Sri Lanka crossed 500 for the first time in 10 years (528
arrests).

TSR ITH3T F ITAR, 2024 F vgelt TR HAerat 7 Fwrar fre 1w s agami fr
HEAT 500 W 3’fAF (528) &) 71, S e 10 aut & gad 3w+ B
In 2014, the number of arrests was 787.

2014 & FIRFaR A3 F wear 787 Y|

Political and Diplomatic Concerns

Tetelifas 3R Fedifasw Rare

In a letter to External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on February 3, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin stated that 97 fishermen and 216 fishing boats were
still under Sri Lankan custody.

dfferarg & gEIas A&, T A 3 vl F g # vy, S F 97 forr,
TS 37giet I 7 97 AGAN 3K 216 AT Tz arelt ard 3rsf sft sherar
Rwa & §

Unlike the past, recent years have seen rising convictions for violations of the
International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL) and unlawful fishing.

qgel T JoIl H, FTeT & T A HAWSET FHA HATI@T (IMBL) F Seerae 3R rae
AS YHsa & ATHAT 3 FIT 96 B

Conflicts with Sri Lankan Fishermen

HerTS AR F ey werd

While Tamil Nadu and Puducherry fishermen often cross the IMBL, their Sri
Lankan Tamil-speaking counterparts oppose their fishing methods, especially
bottom trawling, which is ecologically destructive.

affraes 3R g & AT AT IMBL IR X §, aifeheT siers & affer st
HGAR 3T AT TH3aA T dhaileh] HT fANT FIA ¢, WA IeH i, SiT TqTaor
¥ fore grfasne ¥

Sri Lankan fishermen seek a sustainable solution that protects their waters
from over-exploitative fishing.

HeIHTS AGIN TF TR FATUTT TR 8, ToTad 319 STel &1 Y 3fy-Aor & =
ST qF|

Need for Dialogue and New Approaches
Harg 3R AT ale) i raIHar

Indian fishermen have repeatedly sought a fresh round of talks with Sri Lankan
counterparts, but the last meeting was in November 2016.

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Pagelz



PATRIOTIC IAS: 3 Floor KV Tower, Near Rajbanshi Hospital,
Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Contact Number: 9971932488

HRAT AGIRT o IR-AR AeFTE ATHRT F W AT SR Y a1t T AT Y, AfeheT
a@ﬁﬁwaﬁwzomﬁgaﬁl

The issue was also raised in the latest Joint Working Group meeting in Colombo
last October, but the Anura Kumara Dissanayake-led Sri Lankan government
seems reluctant to negotiate.

TE FHeel e A Fleist A g8 Sige afhar Ia A doh 7 oft 3572 71947 A1, AT I
FART BEEARISF F AJcd aTell sdh1$ THR AT F AT 3cgH At eard|

India and Sri Lanka must adopt a fresh approach to break the deadlock rather than
continuing with the same strategies.

AR AT AeHT T 38 TR &I s & T AT TR Irqara g, STy Qi
A Y S @ F |

India’s Role and Policy Shifts
R <y ${fAT IR AT agema

Unlike Indian fishermen detained in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Saudi Arabia, and
Qatar, arrests in Sri Lanka are significantly higher.

IR, TTATRY, HFE 3T 3R FaT # PRTrar e Agamt A goe 7, e
H rarit i aear Sy 3w g

New Delhi must introduce incentives to encourage Palk Bay fishermen to move
away from trawling.

% fereelt Y WicwTgeT AT AR] F0 ART, 1fes aTF @IEY F AFIN SifeiaT F g oI
qh|

While this shift will take time, both governments must facilitate immediate
discussions between their fishing communities for interim solutions.

Ig SGolld WA AN, AAfeheT QXail TIHRT Y 39a AR F dfier caRer arat ¥ sqaear
FLA TIfeT, arfeh AR AT AFTe 31 TF |

Only through proactive diplomacy and sustainable fishing policies can this
ongoing conflict be effectively addressed.

afra Feadifa 3R Res Aol gwse it Nfaat & Areas @ € 50 g @ Fa§ 7
THTE HATETT HH &
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India as a bridge between the Global North and South

|GS Paper II: India and Global World Order |

Bhubaneswar, Odisha, while addressing the

18th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas convention, the
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, said, ‘Today’s
India not only firmly asserts its own point but
also strongly amplifies the voice of the Global
South’. Similarly, when India held the 3rd Voice
of Global South Summit 2024, last August, Mr.
Modi said that India aspires to lead the required
reforms to take developing countries into a new,
more inclusive structure of global governance.

What has influenced India’s renewed
enthusiasm to champion the cause of the
developing world? And, how can the country
influence change to become an effective global
development partner?

Unlike the Non-Alignment Movement (NAM),
India’s motivation does not appear to be based on
decolonisation or strong criticism of the West.
Rather, as India attempts to increase its presence
in the Global South, it is simultaneously
deepening its relationships with traditional
partners such as the United States and Europe.
The high-level visit of Jake Sullivan, the former
U.S. National Security Adviser, in January, reflects
this. Mr. Modi’s visit to Poland, in August 2024,
also shows India’s attempt to create new
alliances.

l n his address in January 2025, in

The China factor argument
The cynical answer often circles back to India
trying to counter China’s growing global
dominance. Trends of foreign direct investments
in Africa indicate that India appears to be in a
race with China, mainly focusing on countries
which already have a significant Chinese
presence. Further, industrialised countries are
thought to be strategically partnering with India
to contain China’s rising international footprint.
The Quad partnership, an on-going dialogue
between Japan, India, Australia and the U.S., for a
free and fair Indo-Pacific, is seen as one such
attempt. However, the India-China competition
does not give the full picture.

India is trying to create an individual identity
as an emerging power in its own right to forward
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New Delhi's
aspiration to be
the ‘voice’ of the
Global South
can take shape
if it also learns
to listen

its own strategic trade, defence, and geopolitical
interests. Global South countries are disillusioned
with present economic paradigms, burdened
with debt and conditionalities. They are not
looking for another China or a new western
institution. India can fill this gap while being a
bridge between the Global North and Global
South. To be successful, India needs to back up
its rhetoric with the right strategies.

Steps that India must take

The first is for India to double-down on its call for
an alternate paradigm of development
cooperation that is not solely top-down, dictated
by the Global North. India often lays emphasis on
equal partnerships with other developing
countries, trying to set itself apart from
traditional powers. In practice, it signals
otherwise by putting forward strategies with an
India-first approach.

The newly announced “Global Development
Compact” aimed at facilitating growth in the
Global South, was described as rooted in Indian
experiences and strategies. India’s development
story as an emerging power and being the world’s
largest democracy makes it unique. However, it
does not hold all the policy answers. It would
merit India to not only assert itself as a provider
of knowledge but also be open to learning from
other Global South countries to address its
domestic challenges. Countries are bound to be
more receptive toward a country that views them
as partners. Otherwise, India may also be
perceived as a big brother imposing traditional
donor and recipient relationships.

Second, New Delhi has laid stress on a more
human-centric approach to tackle developmental
challenges. This has been defined at international
fora towards promoting behavioural change via
Mission LiFE (‘Lifestyle For Environment’), which
encourages low consumption lifestyles. While
important, the need is to rebrand human-centric
development in order to focus on building human
resource and capacity, especially to tackle future
sustainability challenges. Skill India or schemes
that mainstream women into entrepreneurship,

will be attractive for countries in the Global South
which are also seeking to grow their domestic
industry. India’s capacity building strategy has
tended to revolve around the Indian Technical
and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) programme,
which implements sector-specific short-term
activities. It would be more effective for longer
term engagement to assist countries in creating
their own institutional capacity to create a better
workforce. India can leverage its experiences
with micro, small and medium enterprises to
foster exchanges. A focus on digital
infrastructure, climate and energy solutions as
well as water and food security are key areas for
cooperation.

The goal ahead

Lastly, India has called for more inclusive global
governance. The nation demonstrated this intent
by championing the addition of the African Union
into the G-20 (in 2023) during India’s presidency.
India should not be content with facilitating
changes in established international institutions
but also learn to build domestic capacity. As India
aspires to become a stronger global development
player, it must establish norms, standards and
systems to work with partner countries. Initially,
it is beneficial to use existing institutional
channels of partners such as the United Nations
or Germany and France that are more
experienced in development cooperation.
However, the long-term goal should be for India
to create its own robust domestic systems for
international cooperation. Trilateral partnerships
and increased engagement with new partners
need to be seen as a learning by doing process,
where India imbibes its experiences to scale up
India-led global initiatives.

India aspires to be the ‘Voice’ of the Global
South, but it also must ‘listen’ to be a good leader.
When India spearheaded NAM, the country
showed the world that there is a new, third option
for developing countries. India should not miss
out on an opportunity to do the same thing now.

The views expressed are personal

India as a Bridge Between the Global North and South
aftas 3 3R gfaror & dfier e iy o

In his January 2025 address in Bhubaneswar, Odisha, at the 18th
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas convention, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said, "Today’s India not only firmly asserts its own point but also
strongly amplifies the voice of the Global South."

SeTadt 2025 # HFT F spaereay & ITATIT 189 ward AR faw
FFATS H, TUTAHAT 4G ANGT o FgT, " 37T T AR o Had 39 Rt
Hoqe @ T@ar ¢, afew ARaw gfEror it amarer 1 off werFa w1 @ o1

g

e During the 3rd Voice of Global South Summit 2024 in August, Mr. Modi stated
that India aspires to lead reforms for developing countries, aiming for a new and

more inclusive global governance structure.
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3ET 2024 F 3T EY I9H 316 Tolae 39 AT & et Al s o Fa1
#Ra faraefier &aif & fore GURY 7 Aqea F Y JTHIET @A ¢, AT v AT IR
3OF ATl ARTF =T ST T AT FH |

India’s Renewed Enthusiasm for the Global South

ARgT® AT & fAT IR &1 74T 3

Unlike the Non-Alignment Movement (NAM), India’s motivation is not based on
decolonization or strong criticism of the West.

Tefavde sneras (NAM) & faadia, R it 9o 3ufaderare faxier ar afas fr w3
ITATAT 9 3T 7A€ 7

While expanding its presence in the Global South, India is also deepening its
ties with traditional partners like the U.S. and Europe.

3fRaw gfaror & 3ra=lt 3uRRufa To= & aryr &, sRa IRaReE Aiert o 3mfET 3k

TAT & | 39 FEY AT F @&
The high-level visit of Jake Sullivan, the former U.S. National Security Adviser,
in January 2025, reflects India’s growing ties with the U.S.

SeTadl 2025 # ANFT & 7d AT Y&T FARHR e FiAaer 1 e T I,

AR F T 7R F e @i Fay) 1 g B
Modi’s visit to Poland in August 2024 further highlights India’s effort to build new
alliances.

AET 2024 H A St Y qiels AT, AT TSA1S TA F HRGT F 9T FY AT

The China Factor Argument
el FRF hY AT

Some argue that India’s strategy is to counter China’s growing dominance.
% AT Bl HTAAT & o AR Y 0TI e F TGl qeied Y el & A g1
Foreign direct investment (FDI) trends in Africa indicate that India is competing

with China, particularly in countries where China already has a significant
presence.

AT A gegaT fageft fAaer (FDI) & Tena sara & 6 s =er & |y yfawaat #3 @1
¥, FodY 9 & 31 2t # st et 1 vge ¥ @ Aoy 3ufeafa

Industrialized nations are strategically partnering with India to counter China’s
expanding global influence.

3@ der WEfas §F & IR & W19 ARG FT @ 8, i et & aRgs yoma
&I AfAa Brar s as |

The Quad partnership, involving Japan, India, Australia, and the U.S., aims to
maintain a free and fair Indo-Pacific.

ST, TR, JTeeforar 3 3R & i Fars wEied, Taaw 3k fsqer £9)-ARAfrs
& S0 WA & T FRRA B

However, the India-China rivalry does not explain the full picture.

gTeTifen, HRd-der yfarae’ gff g i 78 garieh
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India’s Independent Identity as an Emerging Power
TH I ATFT & T H HRT AT TaaT IgaA

India is creating its own independent identity to advance its strategic trade,
defense, and geopolitical interests.

HR A9t TG GgaTel q1 T6T ¢, clifeh a8 et oo SR, 18T 3R - fas
Tt &Y 3mer ToT W |

Many Global South countries are disillusioned with the current economic
system, as they face debt burdens and restrictive conditions.

F§ 3fRaw gfaror & ar Alsar I yomreh ¥ srwqse ¥, FIfEH I For F dier Ak FOR

eralf T FTHAT FT @ ¥
These nations do not want another China or a new Western institution; they seek
an alternative that offers balanced partnerships.

¥ ger o o g et Trea § 3 T & FE T aRwe FET, sfow 3 wafed aserd
ITelT U Rweq arga ¥

India can fill this gap by acting as a bridge between the Global North and
Global South.

AR 3 A Y 8T FHaT ¢ 3N e a3 qom Sfaror & i v Qg A sffder fem

qHaT & |
To succeed, India must complement its rhetoric with concrete strategies.

AP g1 & AT, HRT FY Faer {0 g DAT 7 WHT 3T WA AT 3rgar=dt gl

Steps that India Must Take
TR FI 3Tt aTel AT FGH

India must push for an alternate development paradigm
that is not dictated solely by the Global North.

R FI T dhfeds AP ATsH I ThTd HIT TIRT, ST
Fad IRTF 3T arT AT o7 8

India emphasizes equal partnerships with developing countries, yet its
strategies often follow an India-first approach.

R fasrrelie g2t & T A SRieRY 9T SR a1 8, Jifhet 3@ehT IuTifaar 3R
HRA-TYH TIRECHIOT T AT B

The newly announced ‘Global Development Compact’ aims to facilitate growth in
the Global South and is based on Indian experiences and strategies.

a1 9T ‘dfRa® fasT @ (Global Development Compact) 3Ras gféyor &
e #t dicfea #3311 3R reperat v At o smenfa §

India’s status as the world’s largest democracy and an emerging power makes it
unique, but it does not have all the policy answers.
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HI T ferar & Fad 93 e 3R v 3Rt afFa & w0 7 fPufe 3@ 3reirar s
&, oifhe s g wsift Aifay wamene 7¢1 &

e India should not only position itself as a knowledge provider but also learn
from other Global South countries.

R T T AT YeSTdT & 9 # &) 781, afesd 3= aRg« gfayor o1t @ ofy W=
iy

o If India is perceived as a dominant ‘big brother’, it may face resistance from
developing nations.

i R 1 T gt aTel ‘93 M’ & T & @71 ATar 8, o Tg fAwraeiier 2t @ faver &t
AT FT Tl ¢

A Human-Centric Approach to Development

ATTa-higd AFRT Y 3T AR F7 TioeHhIoT
e New Delhi stresses a human-centric approach to tackling developmental
challenges.

7% el R waeh golfaat @ Pves & v oF Ara- S efewior SR & 2

e Mission LiFE (‘Lifestyle for Environment’) promotes low-consumption lifestyles
to encourage behavioral change.

A= LiFE (‘qafavor & o shaerdlel’) o 3qsier arelt shaeardiel # segaraar g,
o aw cgagr aRads FI Wicared fohar ST & |

e The focus should be on human resource development and capacity building to
tackle future sustainability challenges.

srfarsyr iy R getfaat & fAves & e Ara wame e s avrar fasior =

T FHIEd HIAT HTTTF ¢
e Skill India and entrepreneurship programs for women will be attractive to Global
South countries that aim to develop their domestic industries.

‘ReFar gf3ar it ARensit & v seafAar siwA 39 ARTs gfaror gof & forw meds
giaY, S 379eAY Be] 3NN o1 Taehre el I 2|

o India’s existing capacity-building programs, like ITEC, focus on short-term
sector-specific activities, but a long-term engagement strategy is needed.

AR & Aieper aar fA#ATor sRiEA, S ITEC, Bk 3rafr & faftrse ey afafafey
T Hfea §, e et sraftr &y woriifa smaeas §

e India can help countries develop their institutional capacity for a stronger
workforce.

HRT 31T SR 1 AT HHIG & foT IYell FEATT 47701 A Ad F3a 7 Fgran

T FHAT S|
o Digital infrastructure, climate and energy solutions, water, and food security
are key areas for cooperation.

Sforee srguvaen, Srerarg 3R FST wATT, Ster AR W AT FEAIeT & T S |

The Goal Ahead
3Tt T A&
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India has called for more inclusive global governance.
R o 31F gATALd ARGH amwar i AFT f 7

India demonstrated its commitment by championing the African Union’s inclusion
in the G-20 (2023) during its presidency.

IR o 3T9elT G-20 IEFETAT (2023) & ERIeT YT Fer Y A FI 319+ Ffaagerar
frars)

India should not just push for changes in existing global institutions but also
strengthen its domestic capacity.

AR =l R Hio[eT ARaw TEaT=t 7 IEeTa Y THTd A FLA AT, afew el
T 47T Y Y AT e =wifew

India must establish norms, standards, and systems to collaborate effectively
with partner countries.

3T ! AIBIER &eiY & FTY IHTE) g & fAT ARes, A 3R yonfeat nfia
F&AT TR

Initially, India can use existing institutional channels like the United Nations,
Germany, and France that have extensive experience in development cooperation.

QBT H, IR FgF g, A IR e el Asper Feurerd gonfaat 1 3989 F:1
THAT 8, [SieTeh I Tehre TgA1aT T AT 37797d ¢ |

Long-term goal: India should create robust domestic systems for international
cooperation.

I T8 R $1 HRTSET GeAT & fAT ASgg ae] Ionfordl fRefad F3e
Uiy

Trilateral partnerships and engagement with new partners should be seen as a
learning-by-doing process to enhance India-led global initiatives.

Fraafir ariaRat 3t aT smefieRt & arer weer 1 argera @ dwa frafrar s s d
S"T ST A1fg T, difeh AR GaRT HdTield d12deh Igel T SerT oI Tk |

India aspires to be the ‘Voice’ of the Global South, but it must also ‘listen’ to be an
effective leader.

R ARa gFaToT Y ‘ATATS Tolat T HTRIET I@AT §, AfheT SH TH THTA AT Folet F
fore ‘gerar ot el 1

When India led NAM, it provided an alternative for developing nations.

4 AR o FEATIET JaYeeT (NAM) FT Aed e, at s@= Reraedier qaut 1 var 72w
e

India should not miss this opportunity to do the same today.

R Y 3ToT 8ft TEY AT SN W T Yol AR T
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The problem of regulating live-in relationships

|GS Paper II: UCC |

ttarakhand recently

implemented a Uniform

Civil Code (UCC),

governing various
aspects of civil life. One of the
novel aspects of the UCC is that it
mandates compulsory registration
of opposite-sex live-in
relationships, and criminalises
those engaged in unregistered
non-marital cohabitation. While
some of the provisions on live-in
relationships are well intentioned,
others are problematic and
potentially dangerous.

Well intentioned, but...

The biggest concerns around
non-marital cohabitation tend to
be the protection of the interests
of the party that is rendered needy
(due to childcare or other
household responsibilities or a
lack of independent income, for
example), and of the rights of any
children born to the parties. The
UCC goes some way towards
addressing these concerns. It
declares that children born in
live-in relationships will be
considered legitimate, which is an
improvement on the existing
position of law whereby only
children born through void or
voidable marriages (where a
marriage takes place but is legally
invalid) are deemed legitimate.
The essential legal remedy of
maintenance in the event of
desertion by a live-in partner is
also pravided by the law, although
desertion in this context remains
undefined.

Two potential problems that
might arise around these
provisions need consideration.
First, the maintenance provision
might provide a legal recourse to a
woman who has been deserted.
However, there is no provision for
maintenance upon termination (as
opposed to desertion), and
termination of a live-in
relationship requires nothing
more than a statement of
termination to be submitted to the
registrar by either party. This
aligns with the informal and
flexible nature of non-marital
cohabitation but raises its own
challenges. When a live-in

he
=
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relationship is terminated (without
cause or scope for contestation), a
woman may be left with no legal
recourse despite needing
continuing support. A related
concern is that since only
opposite-sex live-in relationships
can be registered, the Uttarakhand
government has left same-sex
relationships entirely unprotected.
Second, the very definition of a
‘live-in relationship’ is nebulous
and overbroad. Drawing from the
Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act, 2005, and
case law on domestic violence, the
UCC defines a ‘live-in relationship’
as a relationship ‘in the nature of
marriage’. But live-in relationships
are frequently not in the nature of
a marriage. Parties may not see
themselves as being ‘married in all
but name’. Similarly, the
one-month period provided for
the registration of a live-in
relationship appears to
misunderstand the typical nature
of such a relationship which does
not usually have a formal date of
commencement because the
transformation of a casual sexual
relationship, or non-cohabiting
intimate sexual relationship, into a
live-in relationship tends to be
fluid. This legal-social mismatch is
likely to compel the registration of
sexual relationships that are, in
fact, casual and do not require the
kind of protections the UCC offers.

The right to sexual autonomy
There are graver problems with
these provisions of the UCC. In
Shakti Vahini v. Union of India
(2018), the Supreme Court
recognised an adult’s right to
positive sexual autonomy,
encompassing the freedom to
make one’s own choices about
whether and with whom to have
sexual interactions. While this is
not an unconditional right (being
subject to the consent of the other
party, laws on public decency,
etc.), the essence of the right is
that neither the state, nor an
adult’s family can interfere
unreasonably with her consensual
sexual choices. However, studies
have demonstrated that parents
and guardians, through legal (e.g.,

misuse of rape laws) and
extra-legal (e.g., forms of social
punishment including violence)
means frequently undermine this
right. Provisions regulating live-in
relationships have the potential to
enhance such parental control.
The provisions in the UCC
mandate that any live-in
relationship be registered within
one month of its commencement.
While the age of sexual consent in
India is 18 years, where either
partner in the live-in relationship
is younger than 21 years, the UCC
states that information of the
relationship will be sent to the
person’s parent/guardian. In
addition to being an unjustified
violation of the adult’s right to
privacy and sexual autonomy, this
provision, by alerting
disapproving parents/guardians to
inter-caste or inter-religious
relationships, in a context where
honour-based violence is
widespread, is dangerous.

The law also intensifies the
control of the state over the sexual
choices of individuals. The UCC
requires that information of all
registered live-in relationships be
forwarded to the local police. Such
a provision reflects a view of a
live-in relationship as a potential
law-and-order complication
requiring state surveillance. This
problematic understanding of the
law is further reflected in the
unsubstantiated criminalisation of
the failure to register a live-in
relationship for more than a
month, or the refusal to register a
live-in relationship after a notice to
do so from the registrar — offences
punishable by imprisonment
and/or hefty fines.

In most jurisdictions which
permit or mandate the registration
of non-marital cohabitation, the
purpose of the law is to extend
welfare measures and safeguards
available within a marriage to
non-marital cohabitation. The
Uttarakhand UCC, however,
appears to conceptualise ‘live-in
relationships” as a problem to be
solved through regulation. In
doing so, the law erodes sexual
autonomy and reinforces state and

social control of sexual choices.
\
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The Problem of Regulating Live-in Relationships

fog-sa gaul #f fAIRT Fa fr g@7E=T

Uttarakhand recently implemented a Uniform Civil Code (UCC),
governing various aspects of civil life.

ITES A §T & A AT AFIRS Wigar (UCC) are &Y, St ARTR®E Saer
& faffre=r wgeait #t foifaa e B

One of the novel aspects of the UCC is that it mandates compulsory
registration of opposite-sex live-in relationships, and criminalises those
engaged in unregistered non-marital cohabitation.

UCC & wi@ YTauT+it & & v 38 ¢ & 78 fadia fofr & foa-ger waut & srfoard
YSIEOT Y 3TERIAF qaATa ¢ AN rder IX-gsfipe wgare F 3raer iy Aof & [@ar |

While some provisions on live-in relationships are well-intentioned, others are
problematic and potentially dangerous.

F6 WIaUTH! FT 35227 e 81 HhelT ¢, Afdhe o FAEIERT AR Fonfda v @
gt ot g aa

Well-intentioned, but...

The biggest concerns around non-marital cohabitation tend to be the
protection of the interests of the party that is rendered needy (due to childcare,
household responsibilities, or lack of independent income) and the rights of
any children born to the parties.

-l Tearw & 3t Ta 931 fRran 37 vait & fRat Fr geam § i snfra gy sma &
(R it A Awerer, a¥e FoAeRat, a1 wadw 3 A w3l 3R 3T Tt &
IfFRI

The UCC declares that children born in live-in relationships will be considered
legitimate, which is an improvement on the existing position of law.

UCC g 9iffa &ar 8 & forg-ga7 wael @ st aal &' der A7 siean, St #tsgar
FTeTeT Y JoIoT H TF YUN &1

The essential legal remedy of maintenance in the event of desertion by a live-in
partner is also provided by the law, although desertion remains undefined.

UCC # f9-3eT IIéaI} g@RT 813 J1et Y Feufer 7 $1or-9iwor 7 &iefett 39T yaret fama
AT §, FTAITR ‘AT Y gREmNT T 781§

Two potential problems need consideration:
QY wanfaa waEansit W AR 1 Y Jaegsan:

o Thereis no provision for maintenance upon termination of a live-in
relationship.

fg-3eT Ty Y AT & 91 HIUT-YIYUT T HIE YTaUTT AGT ¢
o Since only opposite-sex live-in relationships can be registered, same-
sex relationships remain unprotected.
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Fad faadia e & fg-ge1 waw & Toligd o o a6 8, S e
" T e IR @ T &
¢ The definition of a ‘live-in relationship’ is nebulous and overbroad.
‘fog-goT gaer Y gRemT rruse 31 s §

e The one-month registration requirement misunderstands the fluid nature of
live-in relationships.

TF FET Y GSHEHI0T Y et forg-ge7 warelt it o<l wpfar & w1t wasreh

The Right to Sexual Autonomy
IleT FarIeaT &1 AR

e In Shakti Vahini v. Union of India (2018), the Supreme Court recognized an
adult’s right to positive sexual autonomy.

AR TR TATH SR Fer (2018) H, YA FIE A T TATH F FFRCHAS Aot
TAREAT & ATAFR FT AT &

¢ This right means that neither the state nor an adult’s family can interfere
unreasonably in their consensual sexual choices.

30 HOFR F71 37 T F 7 aY To7 3k 7 & aRar e aaF F geafa-smafa gia
Hael 7 AT §FAENT FT Fohell 1

e However, parents and guardians often misuse legal and extra-legal means to
control their children’s sexual choices.

grerifa, ATaT-Rar 3R rfersmas seas FepE 3R AR-FepE ol @ s st & 9l
Aot w Fafia Fa §

e The UCC provisions on live-in relationships enhance parental control.
UCC # fra-g« Saul & Ta&d yraenst ATar-Rar & @301 & gera &1

e The UCC states that if a partner is younger than 21 years, information about
the relationship will be sent to their parent/guardian.

UCC & H[AR, I $I$ et 21 a8 & F37 1Y F1 ¢, aY 30 ATcHT-Ryansrfemas #r
FHHY GIAT & STTA |

e This violates an adult’s right to privacy and sexual autonomy and can be
dangerous in cases of inter-caste or inter-religious relationships.

I Y gaes F fasrar i gl Faraaar & 3fOFR F1 3eada Far § 31 sraedT
1 FaenfiE d9et H @aaTF & T gl

e The UCC requires that all registered live-in relationships be reported to the
local police, treating them as potential law-and-order issues.

UCC # 7 wrawer ¢ & weft wslipra forg-ger waet & et wumiia gfoew #r &
FTee, AW $8 FIT-caaedT & S THATAT AT AT &

e Failure to register alive-in relationship within one month is criminalized, with
penalties including imprisonment and fines.

TF A & T fa-geT Aaer T ISHhI0T o Mot Y 9T HY Aoft 7 I@T IAT §,
s FrRmEw 3R 3R g F1 yraene 2

e Most jurisdictions that regulate live-in relationships aim to provide welfare
benefits, but Uttarakhand UCC sees them as a problem needing regulation.

AT FTeTeAT SHATEATE fAT-3oT HAUT FT FEAVHRT AT Y& I & fore Fafa
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Tl §, AP IS UCC U T AT & T & 3@dT § o i s f
HTaHAT B

Centre’s allocations for justice-related schemes fluctuate

[GS Paper II: Government Scheme |

| DATA POINT I

The Hindu Data Team

he Central government has
T consistently reduced bud-

get allocations to certain
justice-related schemes and pro-
jects since 2019, shows the recent-
ly released India Justice Report
2025-26.

Data also show that not only
have allocations reduced, but also,
only a fraction of the envisaged al-
locations was actually spent on
these schemes.

The Modernisation Fund for the
State Police Forces was formed to
assist special projects and schemes
that would upgrade the infrastruc-
ture of States’ police as well as
Crime and Criminal Tracking Net-
work and Systems. Chart 1 shows
the Budget Estimates (BE), Revised
Estimates (RE), and actual expen-
diture of the Modernisation Fund
for the State Police Forces.

The Centre estimated a budget
of almost ¥900 crore for FY19. This
declined to around ¥780 crore in
BE for FY21. In FY26, it has come
down to ¥587.97 crore (BE).

While these figures are for BE,
RE show a drastic reduction in al-
locations. For instance, the 3780
crore that was budgeted in FY21
was revised to ¥106 crore. Such ov-
er-estimations in BE and drastic
downward revisions in RE can be
seen across most years. In FY25,
the allocation for the fund was esti-
mated to be ¥520.51 crore and was
revised in the following year to
160 crore.

More importantly, the amount
actually spent was even lower than
the RE in most recent years. Des-
pite an allocation of more than
600 crore in FY23, only ¥34.7
crore was actually spent on the
modernisation of State police forc-
es. This is about 6% of the alloca-
tion. Similarly, only 20-25% of the
budgeted amounts were spent in
FY21, FY23, and FY24.

’I‘he newly introduced Moderni-

sation of Forensic Capacities is
aimed at improving forensic test-
ing infrastructure across the coun-
try and addressing the shortage of
forensic scientists. Chart 2 shows
the allocation of funds for the Mo-
dernisation of Forensic Capacities.
There was a stark increase and
then a decrease in allocations over
the past few years for this scheme.

The Ministry of Home Affairs al-
so introduced the Modernisation
of Prisons Fund more than two de-
cades ago, which aims to improve
the living conditions of prisoners,
renovate existing prisons, and
build new cells. Chart 3 shows the
budgetary allocations for it. Des-
pite an initial increase in budge-
tary allocations for this scheme,
which peaked at ¥400 crore in
FY23, allocations have come down
to ¥300 crore each in the last two
years. Until FY23, the allocation
was wholly utilised, after which
only 44% of the budgeted fund was
utilised.

Alternatively, the schemes relat-
ed to the judiciary have seen an
optimal utilisation of funds over
the past few years. Chart 4 shows
the BE and RE of allocations to the
National Legal Services Authority
(NALSA) from FY19 to FY25. Funds
allocated to NALSA have increased
since FY19, but have generally re-
mained within the range of 50
crore to 200 crore, with the excep-
tion of the RE of FY24, during
which it increased to ¥400 crore.
NALSA has reported 100% utilisa-
tion of the budgeted amounts for
all the years between 2018-19 to
2023-24.

Chart 5 shows the BE and RE of
allocations for the development of
infrastructure facilities for the jud-
iciary from FY19 to FY26. Thisis a
centrally sponsored scheme that
was developed to enhance the jud-
icial resources of State govern-
ments, Similar to NALSA, this fund
has been utilised almost to its full
potential across the past five finan-
cial years, but has seen a decrease
in allocation from %1,123.40 crore
(FY25) to 3998 crore (FY26).

Allocations for modernising State police forces are severely underutilised

The paper trail

The data for the charts were sourced from the Central government’s
Budget documents and the India Justice Report 2025-26

Chart 1: Budget Estimates, Revised Estimates and actual expenditure
of the Modernisation Fund for the State Pelice Forces (in % crore)

2018-19 897.29 915.79 914.12
2019-20 959.8 939.79 929.58
2020-21 784.53 106.74 159.99
2021-22 668.5 24049 170.45
2022-23 621.45 152.52 34.72
2023-24 264.12 221.16 65.28
2024-25 520.51 160.12

2025-26 587.97

Chart 3: The allocation of funds for the modernisation of
prisons from FY22 to FY26. Figures in ¥ crore

Chart 2: The Budget Estimates of funds for the Modernisa-
tion of Forensic Capacities from FY23 to FY26. Figures in ¥
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Chart 4: The BE and RE of allocations to the National Legal
Services Authority (NALSA) from FY19 to FY25

Chart 5: The BE and RE of allocations for the development of
infrastructure facilities for the judiciary from FY19 to FY25
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Centre’s allocations for justice-related schemes fluctuate

1T ¥ gaflrd Q=13 & fov g & Hded # 3ar-geT

The Central government has consistently reduced budget
allocations to certain justice-related schemes and projects since
2019, shows the recently released India Justice Report 2025-26.
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F% WHFR A 2019 ¥ F& ~AT-wael At v ezt F aorda
HTdee Y AINGR FH fFAT &, ST 7 grer & & Iy sfzar sifvew e
2025-26 # fe@mr T B

o Data show that not only have allocations reduced, but also, only a fraction of the
envisaged allocations was actually spent on these schemes.

o mm%%mmamaﬁgamm&mmmmw
BIeT T &) 37 ASTA13 W @ fhar I

e The Modernisation Fund for the State Police Forces was formed to assist special
projects and schemes that would upgrade State police infrastructure and Crime
and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems.

o TF Yfaw el & myfahitor Fy o1 ey al@isrenat 3 Dt S
FETIT & AT =Trar 91 o1, e d T3 9w & giaamd) e 3R 3oy v
qReft e Aiead R Rved it 3= fovam ST |

e The Centre estimated a budget of almost ¥900 crore for FY19, which declined to
around %780 crore in BE for FY21. In FY26, it has come down to ¥587.97 crore
(BE).

o g o faT a¥ 2019 & fAT S9T8TeT €900 FRS 7 sote TR fovar am, s faw

gy 2021 # ¥780 &3 (BE) 8 17| fad a¥ 2026 # Ig Tca T587.97 #S

(BE) W& AT &
o Revised Estimates (RE) show a drastic reduction in allocations. For example, the
780 crore budgeted in FY21 was revised to ¥106 crore.

o WMAT HTAT (RE) & 3mdeat # oy FekdlY <t a1$ | 3ereor & fov, fag av

2021 # ¥780 FUS I dofe AT, 5 T T106 FA3 A fear 37|

e In FY25, the allocation for the fund was estimated to be ¥520.51 crore, but it was
revised in the following year to 160 crore.

o o a¥ 2025 # 58 SV & TIT ¥520.51 FUF T IIATTI AT AT, wAfhet
39T aY 5& 160 HNS T &A1 =T

e Despite an allocation of ¥600 crore in FY23, only ¥34.7 crore was actually spent on
the modernisation of State police forces (about 6% of the allocation).

o fada¥ 2023 # 2600 FNF T 37T glel o STaS]g, Tod Ifod sell &
MY FARIHIOT G Fael T34.7 FU3 T [T 91T (S 7o 31T 1 vl 6% )|

e The newly introduced Modernisation of Forensic Capacities is aimed at
improving forensic testing infrastructure and addressing the shortage of
forensic scientists.

o o YE faHar arar SRIFF arwar ImeyfAdFor AT PRI THeTor aHTe
# GUR 3N BRIAF dATTIR] Y FH! HT gT FIA & (oI T4 7147 8|
e The Modernisation of Prisons Fund, introduced over two decades ago, aims to
improve prison conditions, renovate existing prisons, and build new cells.

o aYEUF g YE T T FRITR IMYAAIFIOT FIY 7 3652 e 1 eufaat 7
UK, ANSET ST FT AdlARIor, 3R 78 FroRAT 1 fAaor e g

o Despite an initial increase in allocations, which peaked at ¥400 crore in FY23,
allocations have come down to ¥300 crore each in the last two years.
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o URAE g & srasyg, St faw o 2023 # T400 FA3 I g, JTde Ao ar

aut 7 2300 O3 9fY a¥ T FeT @Y I

o Until FY23, the entire budget was utilised, but after that, only 44% of the
budgeted fund was utilised.

o Ta a¥ 2023 der YUY FTC FT IYANT FoHAT AT AT, Wlfehe] 38 FTe Faer 44%
FoTe TRY 1 3uNeT foha |

e Conversely, judiciary-related schemes have seen optimal utilisation of funds
over the past few years.

o 38 AU, Farafas & FEfta Qs # Nod $o avl 7 seqEfaa aec
3TN W AT 7|

e Funds allocated to NALSA have increased since FY19, generally ranging between
¥150 crore to 200 crore, except in FY24 (RE), where it increased to ¥400 crore.

o NALSA & yrafed f®r fag a¥ 2019 @ 5 g, S 3mHIR 9 150 U3 & 200

T & S W, AfheT fag a¥ 2024 (RE) 7 I8 2400 FU3 &1 715 |

e NALSA has reported 100% utilisation of the budgeted amounts for all the years
between FY19 to FY24.

o NALSA & 39 9% 2019 & 2024 & 7 gafY auf & AT 100% S97ET 39T SHr

AT A &
e The fund for judicial infrastructure development, a centrally sponsored
scheme, has been almost fully utilised over the past five financial years.

o AR RAAY gt s & foe @Afd, St 6 & afoa Aeen 8, Ree o
faelrr ot & sremsrer ¢t e A IWAT Hr A

e However, its allocation has decreased from ¥1,123.40 crore (FY25) to ¥998 crore
(FY26). gTelTeh, SHT 3TdesT Heh T1,123.40 FUS (FY25) & T998 F15 (FY26) 8T

IATE
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1. Aero Indiais the Kumbh of Research, says Rajnath
Singh

o 53 @ Ruw &1 For, Teretry g A we

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Page24



PATRIOTIC IAS: 3" Floor KV Tower, Near Rajbanshi Hospital,
Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Contact Number: 9971932488

Aero India is the Kumbh of research, says Rajnath Singh

[GS Paper lll: Internal Security |

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh described Aero India
as “the Kumbh of re-
search”, as the biennial air
show got under way at the
Air Force Station in Yela-
hanka, Bengaluru, on
Monday.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral ceremony of the show’s
15th edition, Mr. Singh
said, “While Maha Kumbh
is the Kumbh of introspec-
tion, Aero India is the
Kumbh of research. While
the Maha Kumbh focuses
on internal strength, Aero
India centres on external
strength. While the Maha
Kumbh showcases the cul-
ture of India, Aero India
will display the power of
India.” He added that this
edition of Asia’s biggest ae-
rospace and defence exhi-

bition will showcase, over
the next five days, India’s
aerial prowess and indige-
nous cutting-edge innova-
tions alongside state-of-
the-art products of global
aerospace companies.

Innovations galore

The Defence Minister said
that between the last edi-
tion of the Aero India and
now, India had come up
with many high-tech pro-
ducts such as the Astra
Missile, New Generation
Akash Missile, Autono-
mous Underwater Vehicle,
Unmanned Surface Vessel,
and the Pinaka Guided
Rocket, which were being
manufactured within the
country.
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Aero Indiais the Kumbh of Research, says Rajnath Singh
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh described Aero India as “the
Kumbh of research”, as the biennial air show got under way at the
Air Force Station in Yelahanka, Bengaluru, on Monday.
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e Speaking at the inaugural ceremony of the show’s 15th edition, Mr. Singh said,
“While Maha Kumbh is the Kumbh of introspection, Aero India is the Kumbh of
research.”
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o “While the Maha Kumbh focuses on internal strength, Aero India centres on
external strength.”
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o “While the Maha Kumbh showcases the culture of India, Aero India will display
the power of India.”
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e He added that this edition of Asia’s biggest aerospace and defence exhibition will
showcase, over the next five days, India’s aerial prowess and indigenous
cutting-edge innovations alongside state-of-the-art products of global
aerospace companies.
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Innovations Galore
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The Defence Minister said that between the last edition of Aero India and now, India had
come up with many high-tech products such as the Astra Missile, New Generation
Akash Missile, Autonomous Underwater Vehicle, Unmanned Surface Vessel, and the
Pinaka Guided Rocket, which were being manufactured within the country.
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