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As M.P. readies new home for cheetahs, locals share woes of being neighbours to the big cats

S Paper I: Rock Painting

SPOTLIGHT

Mehul Malpani

On a windy afternoon in
late January 2025, the sun
shines bright on the Gand-
hi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary
in Madhya Pradesh. It off-
ers some respite from the
cold for Baluram Meena
and Narendra Bagdi, who
are cleaning inside a qua-
rantine boma (QB), an en-
closure that will soon host
the fastest land animal on
earth, the cheetah.

Meena has been a per-
manent staff member at
the sanctuary for 36 years,
while Bagdi joined as a
temporary worker three
months ago. They are ac-
companied by deputy ran-
ger Dinesh Kushwaha.

In the past three years,
cheetahs have been a
much-talked-about subject
in India. Declared extinct
from India in 1952, they
were brought back to Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Kuno Na-
tional Park in September
2022. Now, Kuno has 26
cats. Eight were first intro-
duced from Namibia; then
12 were flown in from
South Africa, as part of the
Union government’s Pro-

ject Cheetah.

With preparations near-
ly complete at Gandhi Sa-
gar, six to eight cheetahs
are set to be brought in
from South Africa.

Mandsaur district forest
officer (DFO) Sanjay Raikh-
ere says while a date is not
fixed, the cheetahs are ex-
pected to arrive before
summer. “Otherwise, it
may be a little difficult for
them to directly adapt to
the rising temperatures
here,” he explains. “The
plan is to bring four fe-
males and two males, but
if any of the selected male
cats has formed a coalition
with their siblings, they
will be brought together
and can be accommodated
in a single QB,” he says, ad-
ding that males form early
bonds, while females pref-
er to be solitary.

Safety in the details

Each QB at Gandhi Sagar
has mud mounds about 5
feet high because the big
cat likes to rest at a height,
but it also has L-shaped
sheds covered with green
curtains and mud flooring
in case the animal wants to
be in a cooler place. The
roof of the shed, made of
bamboo and dry grass, is

S Paper lll: Environment

Mo ’

R ke 5%

New hunting ground: A herd of chital, one of the animal species being brought in as cheetah prey, at the Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary

in Madhya Pradesh;, (right) a painting in Mandsaur district believed to be signs of cheetahs’ historical existence in the region. A M FARUQUI

another option, and bam-
boo ladders will be in-
stalled for it to reach the
top. Each QB has a water
saucer fed by an under-
ground pipeline. This is
designed keeping in mind
the cheetah’s sitting posi-
tion, a little different to
other felines.

There are two layers of
entries into each QB and
the gates can be operated
remotely, for the safety of
the staff. There is a cage
for the staff to put prey in
and get out before lifting
the barrier so that the
cheetah can enter and eat.

There is one surveil-
lance camera in each of
the QBs and two high-mast
360-degree cameras, with

each covering three QBs to
monitor the cheetahs and
observe their behaviour.

As Kushwaha explains
the attention to detail, he
talks about two tree trunks
close to the fencing being
wrapped in smooth fibre
sheets so the cheetahs
don’t jump on the tree and
make their way out. The
QBs also have electric fenc-
es powered by solar ener-
gy to prevent any other
predator from entering.

Raikhere says upon
their arrival, the cheetahs
will spend at least a month
inside the QBs as they may
be vulnerable to infection
or new diseases.

“We will constantly
monitor their behaviour

and health and they will
only be released in the
larger 64 sq km enclosure
based on their adaptabili-
ty," he says, adding that if
required, the quarantine
period may be extended.

History and geography
Gandhi Sagar was chosen
as the cheetah’s second
home due to its rocky ter-
rain, exposed sheet rock,
and shallow topsoil, creat-
ing a savanna-like habitat
with grasslands similar to
what the cheetahs are
used to, say officials.
Raikhere brings up the
region’s local belief that
cheetahs lived here before
they vanished. These origi-
nate from Chaturbhuj Na-

la, prehistoric rock shel-
ters, protected by the
Archaeological Survey of
India. The site near the
sanctuary has artwork
depicting various aspects
of human life. Among
them is a painting of a man
pointing a bow and arrow
at an animal with spots on
its body. Locals believe
this is a cheetah.

Mandsaur District Col-
lector Aditi Garg says, “Pe-
ople here take pride in the
region’s rich history. It is
not the introduction, but
re-introduction of
cheetahs”

Close to the herbivore
enclosure are signs of hu-
man habitation: a temple,
a government building,

and some broken houses.
Karanpura village is the
only one that fell within
the 64 sq km area of the
boma. It now lies deserted
as nearly 280 families that
lived here were moved to
make way for the introduc-
tion of cheetahs.

Neighbour’s grouse
Begun in 2013, Raikhere
says the relocation process
“picked up pace in 2015-16
after some initial resis-
tance from the residents”.
The people were relocated
as the village fell in the
middle of the sanctuary.
Compensation was gi-
ven to all families and
most moved to Rajasthan.
Ramesh Meghwal, 43, who
had to move out of Karan-
pura with his wife and two
children, now lives in Khe-
da Buj village of Neemuch
district, about 500 metres
from the boma fencing. He
contends that the compen-
sation was not enough as
most of the money was
spent on resettlement.
The villages close to the
boma are mainly occupied
by Gurjar, Banjara, and tri-
bal Bhil communities,
whose main occupation is
dairy production. Locals,
however, say the fencing

and other restrictions in
the area have hampered
their livelihood as the
cheetah home now acts as
a barrier between them
and their cattle’s main
source of water, the
Chambal.

At a tea shop barely 100
metres from the boma
fence, Dhoolchand Banja-
ra, 63, of Dayli village, says
the cattle also struggle to
find adequate grass to
graze on.

“Most  good grazing
patches are now inside the
fence, so they don’t have
proper food now,” he says.

In Chainpuriya village,
Prahlad Gurjar, who is also
engaged in the dairy indus-
try, says milk production
has come down to nearly
half in the past one year.

“I have about 50 cows
and buffaloes that used to
give about 100 litres of
milk every day. It has now
come down to around 50
litres because there is not
enough water and adeq-
uate food for them,” he
says, adding that most pe-
ople have to tie buckets to
their motorbikes and bring
water from far off.

LINKTO FULL STORY
» https://bit.ly/3EFauBM

As M.P. readies new home for cheetahs, locals share woes of
being neighbours to the big cats

AT yeor A Al & T T4 I AR, T a9 o Sars
Rrar
On a windy afternoon in late January 2025, the sun shines bright on
the Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh.

SAadl 2025 F IHd H TH ol g4T T AT A, AL YU & el PR
TSI HHARCT A A g9 IA74F W@ AN
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It offers some respite from the cold for Baluram Meena and Narendra Bagdi, who are

cleaning inside a quarantine boma (QB), an enclosure that will soon host the cheetah.

Ig 3% W F Ugd T ¢ Ao HIom 3R e amerdY 1, S FaRerg a1 (QB)

3T PIE FT W@ A, U 9131, ST8T ST, of didT I@T AT

Bagdi joined as a temporary worker three months ago.
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o 39 IR F 36 qut T TURN FFATR &, T aErEt S i A gger Iregrh

A FEA E AT
e They are accompanied by deputy ranger Dinesh Kushwaha.

3eTeh |1Y 39-Yo faAer Feramer o 4|

Cheetah reintroduction in India
AR & <fial r gaEdTTen
e Inthe past three years, cheetahs have been a much-talked-about subject in India.
oo dier aut &, Dol = oRa & F1hr T9t # @ 7137

e Declared extinct in India in 1952, cheetahs were brought back to Madhya Pradesh’s
Kuno National Park in September 2022.

1952 & #Ra # faqqea a1 fhv 10 Aiq Rdew 2022 & 7e7 w3or & g w4
3T # 99N ATC AT
e Now, Kuno has 26 cheetahs:

o Eight were first introduced from Namibia.
o Twelve were flown in from South Africa under Project Cheetah.

3T Folt H 26 A1 &
o 316 AT ¥ W AT
o dRE AT 3hET ¥ 'Wieiee dar & dgd «T v
e With preparations nearly complete
at Gandhi Sagar, six to eight MADHYA PRADESH
cheetahs are set to arrive from '

" - @ Nation Park (NP)
National Chambal WLS S8 “ v.gmnnun(m)

Q’Gh tigoonWis T, ®  wildife Sanctuary (Wis)
‘-; ’\A\.namwses(s)

South Africa. k- P w\é { e o
o Gc <L ?agc ms Panna TR panna (gangau) wis | Bagdara WLS
B & T, OF & TS A S f M@;if” Ekaa
m # 1T EIFT a.l.a. %:I JAF 1 % [ Panpatha WLS ,:'_"SOnIOYNP\
7 S Sy < it ,y o Durgavati WiS-TR*
« Mandsaur district forest officer nnws f b L e O

' ; -
L van Vihaar NP T?C { Singhori WLS NBandhavgarh NP ¢
) > ;
g lioradehi WS gaay 8andhavgarh TR

(DFO) Sanjay Raikhere says the , o 3

i i ' \’3 = Iwwb /.J/ i Kanha TR "/i 5 \Ghu hua &\Monalo NP
exact date is not fixed, but they are ... oe e \&8\{ L )
expected to arrive before summer. : : \%';;;mm,m; - %ﬁ—-/" Satpura TR S| rhen wis TR S

FicaR forem a1 ¥y (DFO) -
AT TAWS FT g1 ¢ & T+
afrE 7 7 §§ ¥, Ak 37E
fr oo aedft @ gger 3T SITEA|

Veerangana Durgavati WLS

Safety Measures for Cheetahs

dial & faw g U

Page3

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Each quarantine boma (QB) at Gandhi Sagar has:
o b5-feet high mud mounds for the cheetahs to rest at a height.
o L-shaped sheds with green curtains and mud flooring for cooler areas.
o Bamboo and dry grass roofs with bamboo ladders for climbing.
o Water saucers connected to underground pipelines for drinking water.

Jcd FIREISA SIAT (QB) -

o 5w FH Aedl f ggifzar aIfe Aid Fa1$ W IR FT TH|

o THA-MHR & A3, T gl q& 3 FAed i v gieht arfes 35 At

o aw A TE T B I TGS F RAw aww A DR

o AN UBTATEA ¥ 3 Gl Hr W, Al deT FT AN 3T B
Two-layered entry gates with remote operation for staff safety.
Q¥ YAY g@R, S Ferw f gean & v Ree & wefea fre s
Separate cage for prey to avoid direct contact with cheetahs.

RFR & AT 3raer Rewr, arfe didr & @er g9d 7 &l

Surveillance system:
o One camera per QB.
o Two high-mast 360-degree cameras covering three QBs each.

ey gomel:
o UAF OB H TH Fm
o @ gE-ARE 360-f3I FAY, ST AT QBs FI FaAT FHiAT|

Tree trunks wrapped in fiber sheets to prevent cheetahs from escaping.
S F ol W BEE e au9d 78, A @ Few] e T S TF
Electric fences powered by solar energy to keep other predators out.

¥R F9T & weifod fagge a13, arfes 3w e Jera 3fex 7 3T ||

Health Monitoring & Adaptation
Ty ferrE 3R R gftean

Cheetahs will remain in quarantine for at least a month to avoid infection or new
diseases.

Hidl A FA T A Th 7S F AU FIResA H @1 AT, AT THAT AT 7S
diiAT & 91 a1 §H|

Their behavior and health will be constantly monitored.

3oTeh e¥agR 3R Faeeg Y FaR fRE fr STwaft

They will be released in the larger 64 sq km enclosure only if they adapt well.

IfE 3 =B e HJRfAdT & I 8, ol 3o 64 T el F a3 913 A BT F”TCIM
If needed, the quarantine period may be extended.

afE IraeTw g3, A FANCHA AW TG T Fh g
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History and Geography
sfae 3R s

Gandhi Sagar was chosen as the cheetah’s second home due to its rocky terrain,
exposed sheet rock, and shallow topsoil, creating a savanna-like habitat with
grasslands similar to what the cheetahs are used to.

el AER At F qEY WH T A AT 97 Fhifh FgT H gyl i, aeeEt i
Fag IR sy A garar St e sorc 8, S dt & ureplae e &
fAere-Slereh €1

Raikhere mentions that local beliefs suggest that cheetahs lived here before they
vanished.

A A § 6 T AT & (AR, AT 98 37 &7 A ®Wa &, AfFer ag A
faeqea e T

These beliefs come from Chaturbhuj Nala, a prehistoric rock shelter protected by the
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI).

Ig AT IS AT & ST &, S HRAT YUcied FHRIOT (AS]) ZaRT WAT TF
wreeT AT g

The site near the sanctuary has rock paintings depicting aspects of human life.

IIIARVY & 99 A aceral W Rawen #Algg ¢, N A Saa & RAffeer ggeat #
el &1

Among them is a painting of a man pointing a bow and arrow at an animal with
spots on its body, which locals believe to be a cheetah.

SH U U AT # & afdd d-FAe & vF YsdgR J=ay 1 A enar arer @
T, o Tl @er ar Aa E

Mandsaur District Collector Aditi Garg says, “People here take pride in the region’s
rich history. It is not the introduction, but the re-introduction of cheetahs.”

Aewl forar Fawex afefa i wecd § et & oor geey sfag W 919 i §1 I7
drct o1 aR=ar o7, afes ge-aR=r g1

Impact on Local Communities

AT FASAT 9T g

Close to the herbivore enclosure, signs of human habitation can still be seen:
o Atemple
o Agovernment building
o Some broken houses

AR GYHT F a3 F 9w 3 o Aerw fAar F A Al &
o Wﬂﬁ'{'
o TH WIHRI s1as
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0 FERRE W
o Karanpura village was the only one inside the 64 sq km boma area.
FLART M 64 T3 At F AT AT & 3G el dTell THATT 7T AT|

e It now lies deserted, as nearly 280 families were relocated to make way for the
cheetah reintroduction.

39 IE I GoIr UST §, FAifh wAere7ar 280 GREARY 1 =il v qaedigen & v
TR FT feam arm ai

Neighbour’s Grouse

T fAarfaar fr R

e Therelocation process began in 2013 and picked up pace in 2015-16 after initial

resistance.
qeary i 2013 7 4w §'§3-T\T2015—16ﬁ' aslt @ A T, grefitch BT H faqe
§34T T
o Villagers were relocated as Karanpura fell in the middle of the sanctuary.
FAQT AT FHIARVT F T & HA F FROT Al F1 gorarfda fBxaw aw=m

e Compensation was provided, and most families moved to Rajasthan.

aRaRT 1 F3mas 31 a3, 3R AAFR IRaR ey T awl

¢ Ramesh Meghwal (43), who moved to Kheda Buj village in Neemuch district, says
that the compensation was insufficient, as most of it was spent on resettlement.

A AT (43), S 3T AT A & W37 goF 7MT FH WA 7, Fed o (b HITEAAT
qATeT R U, Fifh SR TSI AT goratd & @ g I

Challenges Faced by Locals
TR el fr gHEe

e The villages near the boma are mainly inhabited by Gurjar, Banjara, and Bhil tribal
communities, whose main occupation is dairy production.

SIAT & 9 & dNEl # HET ® @ IR, a9 AR e e @e @ §
et A&7 sgawT 398 3e9E B

e Locals claim that the fencing and restrictions have affected their livelihood.
T AT FT FgaT § F a1 3k yfagut F 3adr smshifaer w1 gsnfaa fear 21

e The cheetah enclosure now acts as a barrier between them and their cattle’s main
water source, the Chambal River.

w1l T aTST 39 3 AR IaF T F ATT I Wi, g9 A4, F AT v qrew
T AT B

e Atateashop just 100 metres from the fence, Dhoolchand Banjara (63) from Dayli
village says that the cattle struggle to find adequate grass for grazing.
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a5 @ Fad 100 HeX T 0F AT T gFA W, &oll T F Yede TR (63) Fod ©

o aepat & T & & v wiva aw ad Fa @ #

“Most good grazing patches are now inside the fence, so they don’t have proper food
now,” he adds.

"R A WG I 913 F 3T §, T et 1 3R e A A @
" 9 Fed &

In Chainpuriya village, Prahlad Gurjar, who is engaged in the dairy industry, says
milk production has nearly halved in the past year.

dgREn T #, yeene e, S 3 Haw § I3 § Fod ¢ [ Nod & we A

QY 3TUTGST SITSTaT TR &Y 1T B
“I have about 50 cows and buffaloes that used to give 100 litres of milk every day. It
has now reduced to 50 litres due to lack of water and food,” he explains.

HPY AT of9TseT 50 A AR A o, S aX e 100 fex qur &<l ot 3@ I 50 e
E T &, Fife 9t st AR f FA @ 1§ & T IdT

Most people now carry water in buckets on their motorbikes from distant areas.

TR dr 9 AerEsfFa W afecal & aelt s e gepEt # Rew )

Chaturbhuj Nala: A Prehistoric Rock Shelter

Chaturbhuj Nala is a significant prehistoric rock shelter located in the Chambal Valley,
Madhya Pradesh, India. It is renowned for its ancient rock art and petroglyphs,
providing crucial insights into the life, culture, and beliefs of prehistoric communities.

TJAST ATl Ueh W TPHAETEh Aea g, Sl 7L 9eer & b urél & &ud gl
Tg 39 gl At E 3R Remer@t & fov iy g, S yrifagfas gast &
Shaet, A 3R faRarat S Agcaqul SR YeTe Hm gl

Key Features of Chaturbhuj Nala

Historical Significance: The site dates back to the Mesolithic period (10,000-8,000
BCE) and continues to the early historic period. Its rock art showcases hunting scenes,
rituals, and depictions of flora and fauna.

Ig T HEFUNIOT 7 (10,000-8,000 $HT Jd) & TN gl IR UAgTiah
el ek @1 &1 38 A FET & RSN, 375 AR goredia a sidr & f=Eor
e v §)

Cultural Insights: The rock art reflects the daily life and spiritual practices of

prehistoric humans. Scenes of communal hunting, animal domestication, and dancing
indicate advanced social structures.

e R artfcgT@es Alerdl & e Siaer 3R smeaticrs wm3it &1 gefa &
e RISR, ayures 3R e & 77 Ieaid AATTSIS T3 # $Ad Fd
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e Geographical Location: Situated in the Chambal Valley, the shelter is surrounded by
rugged terrains and dense vegetation, providing natural protection for the art.

o I G H U, Tg AeTHT F5-TES ST AR T Foreaiad & R g3 g,
S el &Y UTehfceh & JeTel il gl

o Archaeological Research: Extensive studies and excavations have been conducted
by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). Radiocarbon dating and comparative
analysis have been used to determine its age and cultural context.

o HRCAT Qdcd HAETUT (ASI) GaRT &hT9h IeAT AR Gars & 718 &1 38F o1 3K
HiEhiceh Hesl &l TR A & fav WeAenee sfear 3R Jemcae faeeivor @t
39T faRar om g

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Biren quits as Manipur CM after meeting Shah / 2ng &
HATRIT & 916 IR A AR & Fega=l 9g @ & o

2.Keeping a Watch on the Growing Arc of Violence / §&dt
ffar & 9% W Ao @

3.China contributes substantially to U.S.’ biggest imports /
i AN F Fa@ 93 JATAT A Ageaqer RS T

4. Apple and Epic Games Face Off Again / Apple 3R i
AFE BT TAA-ATHA

5.Gold smuggling has reduced after import duty cut: CBIC
chief / AT ek A Fekdt & a1 WA A aFH @é: CBIC
L2 RC)
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6.In poll-bound Meghalaya, rat-hole coal mining hopes ride

on Article 371/ geIrdt RuTery A, 3nféswer 371 @ TgI-fAer e
@i Y 3FAG St
7.L-G’s actions, excise probe, AAP-da led to AAP’s election
setback / Ta-siY T FRAE, MTFRT = 3T 'AAP-da’ & AAP
S gaTdl R

8. Netanyahu'’s ‘Palestinian state on Saudi land’ remark

flayed / Ad=aTg T T34 {fF W e =7 fecaofr #r
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Biren quits as Manipur
CM after meeting Shah

Governor accepts resignation, asks him to continue till ‘alternative arrangements made’; Union

Home Secretary reviews security situation in State, forces asked to be available at short notice

|GS Paper Ii: Polity

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

anipur Chief Mi-
M nister N. Biren
Singh  stepped

down from the post follow-
ing a meeting with Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
in New Delhi on Sunday.

Mr. Singh, who was
summoned to the national
capital by Mr. Shah, ten-
dered his resignation to
Governor Ajay Kumar
Bhalla soon after reaching
Imphal.

The Governor accepted
the resignation and asked
him to continue in office
till “alternative arrange-
ments are made”, the Raj
Bhavan said in a statement.

A senior government of-
ficial said that President’s
Rule is a likely option in the
State only if no other party
or BJP member stakes

N. Biren Singh hands in his resignation as Manipur Chief Minister to
Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla in Imphal on Sunday. ANI

claim to form the govern-
ment. The BJP State leader-
ship was said to be in a
huddle to decide the next
course of action.

The Assembly session
that was to be convened on
Monday was declared null
and void by the Governor
on Sunday evening.

A top government

source told The Hindu that
around 11 a.m. on Sunday,
ahead of Mr. Singh'’s resig-
nation, Union Home Secre-
tary Govind Mohan
chaired a virtual meeting
to review the internal se-
curity situation in Mani-
pur. The meeting was at-
tended by the Army,
Assam Rifles and Manipur

CM appears to
have lost support
before resigning

GUWAHATI

Out of 46 MLAs of Manipur’s
ruling National Democratic
Alliance, whose constituents
include the Naga People’s
Front and the Janata Dal(U),
only 20 turned up for a
meeting held by Chief Minister
N. Biren Singh a day before his
resignation. » PAGE 11

Security Adviser Kuldiep
Singh. Security forces were
asked to maintain high al-
ert amid likelihood of vio-
lence by vested interests
and were asked to be ready
for deployment at “short
notice”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Biren quits as
Manipur CM after
meeting Shah

AE F AATHI H
g A J AR
& AEIHA 9g 4
SEeT fa

Manipur Chief
Minister N. Biren
Singh stepped down
from his post after a
meeting with Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah in New Delhi
on Sunday.
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TRaR A AT IE #A HAT AT F JARA & de 3T 9 § FEADI

¢ feam

e Mr. Singh, who was summoned to Delhi by Mr. Shah, tendered his resignation to
Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla soon after reaching Imphal.
A e, Biee e @R feel Jelram a7 o, & $Hiel Jgad 8 AsAdrel 359 FAR
ool ST 39T SEAIGT FiT |

e Governor accepted the resignation but asked him to continue in office till "alternative
arrangements are made."

TSI o SEAIRT THHR FT AT odfchad 30¢ a9 dF Ig T o1 g1 Pl &gl oId
s "Refeas sgaeyr 7gr g A"

e A senior government official said that President’s Rule is a likely option if no other
party or BJP member stakes claim to form the government.

T gRSE WHRT IR o Fer & afg A 377 It a1 HI99T WEFT WWEHER T4
&1 T A T, o Aseufa A v Wil RAFeq g Favar g1

e The BJP State leadership was in a huddle to decide the next course of action.
IS TST Acfcd 39T FegA W fAvia & e ==t & «am gam am

e The Assembly session scheduled for Monday was declared null and void by the
Governor on Sunday evening.

AR & fov AR RFuasasn 39 F 539 F R[ER O & 33T aOfNg &
e

e Atop government source said that on Sunday at 11 a.m., before Mr. Singh’s
resignation, Union Home Secretary Govind Mohan chaired a virtual meeting to
review Manipur’s internal security situation.

% MY WHER AT A g & AR gag 1179, A7 g & sEdid § 95, F
e wfe Mg Ager & va g dow A, o Aforq i naie gear Rufa Hir
gaat $r S|

e The meeting was attended by the Army, Assam Rifles, and Manipur Security Adviser
Kuldiep Singh.
58 4o H {aAT, HWH WFHed, N ATV FR&T FARFR Farara g smr foram

e Security forces were asked to remain on high alert amid the possibility of violence
by vested interests and were told to be ready for deployment at short notice.

T Tl B T8 Hae W Wt & fder Rw av +ifs Fo woggh qarr far i
HHIGAT Sd$ S off, 3R 3¢ 7 7T # Jdadh & AT AR @ F1 Fer T4
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Keeping a watch on the growing arc of violence

(GS Paper II: Global World Order |

he present period is proving to be an

unpredictable one for most parts of the

world. Violence is raging across parts

of Europe and in West Asia, while
several other regions are facing internecine
conflicts to varying degrees. At the risk of
repetition, it can be said that the world order
after 1945 has broken down irretrievably.

The prolonged war in Ukraine, alongside the
wanton targeting of innocent civilians in Gaza and
West Asia by the Israeli armed forces, underscore
a reality, viz., that the United Nations Security
Council and the International Court of Justice
have become mere bystanders, if not complicit,
in most events of this nature. For political
philosophers who still hark back to an earlier era,
it should be evident that principles enunciated by
the Dutch philosopher, Hugo Grotius (1583-1645),
have today become part of the ‘detritus of
history’. There is no longer any “common moral
community” governed by “eternal and
immutable ideas of right and wrong”. What is
apparent today is a ‘waste-land of morality’.

Subterranean activity

It would indeed be a gross misjudgment if
countries that are in the driving seat today,
specially those active in West Asia, were to
believe that their current actions are likely to
contribute to permanent peace. The war in Gaza
and Lebanon may have given Israel, and at one
stage removed the United States, an impression
that ‘peace is at hand’ in West Asia. Also, that
they had effectively undermined the Iran-led
‘Axis of Resistance’, and considerably reduced
Tehran’s influence in the region. Viewed
dispassionately, current events can at best be
viewed as a ‘pyrrhic victory’, the impact of which
is uncertain. A great deal of subterranean activity
is meanwhile beginning to be seen, the outcome
of which is unlikely to lead to a lasting peace.

First and foremost, Islamist terrorism has
hardly been blunted; nor have other major
concerns which have existed for decades abated.
Calls for ‘global jihad’ and activities by ‘lone wolf”
attackers can still be heard. More important,
today’s Islamist terrorists are being radicalised
online, and have not, by any means, been
contained. The belief, hence, that Islamist
terrorism is no longer a serious threat would be
incorrect.

Most experts hew to the view that Islamist
terrorism 3.0 is still alive and threatening. It is
multifaceted and decentralised, and is
increasingly digitally empowered, making it an
evolving threat to global security — possibly more
so than in earlier decades. The weakening of
al-Qaeda and the Islamic State (ISIS), temporarily,
should not, hence, contribute to a belief that

Keeping a Watch on the Growing Arc of Violence

-/
M.K. Narayanan

is a former Director,
Intelligence Bureau,
a former National
Security Adviser, and
a former Governor
of West Bengal

While matters
relating to new
terror methods
and terror
attacks could
still be evolving,
the warnings
should not

be ignored

Islamist terrorism had weakened irretrievably.
Rather, the signs are that it is rapidly adapting to
digital terrorism, spreading extremist ideologies
through social media, and provisioning for an
increased role through decentralised groups. In
essence, it is evolving into a different avatar.
Dealing with this new phase of terrorism can
prove difficult. Finding the right method to deal
with this problem will not be easy.

Islamist terrorism has been evolving for a long
time. If 1979 is regarded as a critical turning point
in the evolution of a new wave of Islamist
militancy, then a quick look at its evolving
dimension over the past five decades may prove
useful in finding a solution. It was in 1979 that a
new brand of militant Islam reared its head — in
Afghanistan, it was the die-hard Sunni brand, and
in Iran it was the Shia variant. Both, separately
though not jointly, were seeking to bring about a
general uprising throughout the Muslim world
and even beyond, aimed at overthrowing infidel
and pro-western regimes. Radicalisation on the
Sunni side resulted in the formation of al-Qaeda
and the IS (mainly in Syria), each talking of global
jihad. The jihad wave waxed and waned over the
years, and while al-Qaeda concentrated its
activities outside of West Asia, the IS remained
essentially confined to West Asia.

While jihadism has, by no means, been
defeated for now, it does appear that the internal
dynamics of global jihad may have altered to
some extent. Sunni radicalisation has been on the
upswing lately, but global jihad is no longer their
clarion call. This is notwithstanding renewed
calls for unity in the Arab world against the
Zionist enemy. Arab states are, instead,
increasingly falling back on safeguarding their
national interests. This has impacted the region’s
political landscape, and will impact the future
politics of West Asia and beyond.

A revival of terror
Meanwhile, terrorism, per se, is witnessing a
revival of sorts. Both the IS and al-Qaeda are
showing signs of a resurgence. The al-Qaeda has
resumed training camps in Taliban-run
Afghanistan, while the IS affiliate operating in
Afghanistan — the Islamic State in Khorasan
Province (ISKP) — is beginning to expand its
footprint, moving further afield to hit targets
beyond Afghanistan and Pakistan. Sporadic
attacks in Moscow, Iran and Tiirkiye do reveal its
newer footprints. Increasing attacks on military
facilities and transport have also been reported in
Pakistan, while isolated attacks have taken place
in Bangladesh, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand.
Sporadic terror attacks in different countries
across the globe do not necessarily herald, at this
point, a return to the kind of large-scale terror

ged! &1 & I W dAeX 3@

attacks seen previously. Nevertheless, a
succession of smaller scale terror attacks,
including of late, in countries in the West, have
given rise to concerns in security circles about a
possible recrudescence of terror, and, on a wider
scale, than what was seen in the past decade. As
matters stand today, security agencies across the
world do believe that a determined effort is still
needed to effectively decapitate the ‘terror
apparatus’ before it takes on a more serious
dimension.

Two recent terror incidents have jolted
security agencies in the U.S. out of their
complacency about possible terror attacks. In
January, a yet-to-be-detected explosion took place
in a Tesla cyber truck, in Las Vegas outside the
hotel in which then U.S. President-elect Donald
Trump, was staying. The occupant of the cyber
truck was found dead inside the vehicle. He was
later identified as someone who had previously
been with the U.S. elite Special Forces engaged in
counter-terrorism abroad.

In another, and a separate, incident in New
Orleans, on New Year’s Day, Shamsuddin Jabbar,
a 42-year-old American citizen and a military
veteran who had worked as an IT specialist, drove
a truck into a crowd in New Orleans, killing 14
people and injuring 35. His vehicle had a black IS
flag attached to it. Jabbar was shot dead by the
authorities before he could be interrogated, but
an analysis of the incident suggests careful
planning. The two incidents occurring side by
side have given rise to fresh concerns of a revival
and a resurgence of IS-style terror attacks. Both
U.S. nationals, for instance, had a military
background. Additional concerns relate to the
advent of a new category of recruits into terror
ranks. Meantime, U.S. intelligence services claim
to have foiled a plot in Virginia.

Warnings that need to be heeded
Counter-terrorism experts, hence, have reason to
believe that there is ample cause to be
concerned. The two incidents have also revived
memories of similar vehicle attacks in France and
other European cities during the heyday of the IS.
Hence, most counter-terrorism experts believe
that the world needs to be prepared for a new
wave of terror attacks. The fact that more and
more information is forthcoming about a fresh
wave of proselytisation by IS and al-Qaeda
recruiters, employing the most modern methods,
including Artificial Intelligence, is again highly
disconcerting. The message that comes through
loud and clear is that while matters relating to
new terror methods and terror attacks are
possibly still at an early stage, the warnings
should not be ignored and steps need to be taken
at the earliest to prevent a fresh wave of terror.
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The present period is proving to be an unpredictable one for most
parts of the world.

TAATT FAY gfaar & ey Reat & fav sfafaaar s aifaa @
T B

Violence is raging across parts of Europe and West Asia, while several other regions
are facing internecine conflicts to varying degrees.

R T 3R e TR & &5 R #F A gf & e T #E 6 HaRkw
wEst 4 ST W@ &

The world order after 1945 has broken down irretrievably.

1945 & a1g T TR sqaw T IV 7 ¥ g& T A

The prolonged war in Ukraine and the wanton targeting of innocent civilians in Gaza
and West Asia by Israeli armed forces highlight the failure of global institutions.

Toel A @9 AT W T 1§ Jou R e 3R aRas oftrer & seRrre dr qan
Aefy AR F e sav I O 3RGE ITAET A QABar 39ER g g

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) and the International Court of Justice
(ICJ) have become mere bystanders, if not complicit, in such events.

TYFA g FR&T IR¥E (UNSC) 3R aiedr #marera (IC)) 36 aRg & veasi &
A% g 997 v §, 3R 3¢ gAY AT S|

The principles of Hugo Grotius (1583-1645), who emphasized a “common moral
community”, have become part of the detritus of history.

T METH (1583-1645) & “WIEAT wfasw WHe” & fAeyia 3 sfagr &1 19
TH ¢l

There is no longer any eternal and immutable idea of right and wrong, leading to a
waste-land of morality.

39 IeeT$ AR qUS A F§ Mmad AR ed RO AT = g, TSEd sifcrendr @
WSE §F I &

Subterranean Activity

e aifafafern

It would be a gross misjudgment if countries active in West Asia believe that their
actions will bring permanent peace.

3PR 9igs v & i qu Ig A € % 390 st o vl aifa seed, ar I8
Uh 981 Irerdt grafT|

The war in Gaza and Lebanon may have given Israel and at one stage even the
United States an impression that peace is at hand.
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AT AR AT A GeW A Foad IR fHE FAY WgFT ToT FANFTH Ig e
f&am g & aifa e &

e They also believe they have undermined the Iran-led "Axis of Resistance" and
reduced Tehran’s influence in the region.

3 75 o AT § T 3egie $3er waAfde "afadiyr ¢f & wAer Y e § 3R &
HAgUT & WG A "er e g1

o However, these developments can only be seen as a “pyrrhic victory”, with uncertain
consequences.

gTelifeh, T TeaAmha A% “@r@dl sfid” & 7 H & ST Thd &, oo AfARad IRomA
g

o A great deal of subterranean activity is emerging, which is unlikely to lead to lasting
peace.

e afafafa aslt @ 95 @ 8, Ow vl anify iy weEen FA 8

Islamist Terrorism and its Evolution

STAIAS ATdHarg IR sUHT REH

e Islamist terrorism has hardly been blunted, and major concerns that have existed for
decades remain unresolved.

o SEAAF ATchare i 3eft T FATCT Tt FRAT AT 7, AR ekl & welr 3T W@ g
wHEaTe 3sh sft ool g% €

o Calls for “global jihad” and attacks by “lone wolf” terrorists continue.

. “dRaF g’ & MEd 3R “Thd gAAEERI” GaRT fhU AT gH T I AT §1

o Today’s Islamist terrorists are being radicalized online and have not been
contained.

o S & STARSD HTAhdm) ATAASA Heeqadl ao7 I ¢ 31X 3137 T Agfa adt o
T B

e Many experts believe that Islamist Terrorism 3.0 is still alive and threatening global
security.

o 3 [AAVA AT ¢ T 3TNfAF ITAFarg 3.0 30 o ARgw gRaw F AT gaww aer
g3 &

e Itis multifaceted, decentralized, and digitally empowered, making it more dangerous
than before.

o Ig gAY, RSHd IR Bies &7 @ wwwd & I &, TEH T€ T F o 3R

YT g AT g
e The temporary weakening of Al-Qaeda and ISIS does not mean Islamist terrorism
has weakened irretrievably.

o HNA-FCT X IMETHNETH F7 ITARN FAGAR AT Tg Thcd AT &l o STATAE
IMaFare T a8 WATST g I ¢l
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e Itis adapting to digital terrorism, using social media for propaganda and forming
decentralized groups.

o Jg BfSed asag & §7 # THAT & @I g, Ao A W @R & @I g 3R
fRAFdFa g T W 2

e This new phase of terrorism is difficult to combat, requiring innovative solutions.
o HIAHAlG F FH AT WOT Y v AREw g 3R 58 [T AR AT S
3MaeThdr g

The Evolution of Islamist Terrorism since 1979

1979 ¥ STATTA® MTdHdlc FT QP

e 1979 s considered a turning point in Islamist militancy, with two key events:
1979 T SEATH® 39dle; H Uh Ageaqul AIS AT Sl &, [FHH & IAT geaT g
o In Afghanistan, a Sunni militant movement emerged.
HGIMTAEAT H Teh oell STATET ITaTeled 33|
o Inlran, a Shia revolutionary wave took shape.
1o 7 e R wifaert Je 5=
o Both movements aimed at overthrowing infidel and pro-Western regimes.
ail et 1 e Ffed AR aRaw gAfda @RI A T an

e Sunni radicalization led to the formation of Al-Qaeda and ISIS, both advocating for
global jihad.

ooll HEAT o HA-FIeT AR HETHHETH & 16T 1 SToa e, S el IRaw
g1 T geprerd Fd A

o Al-Qaeda focused on activities outside West Asia, while ISIS remained largely
confined to Syria and Irag.

HA-FRICST A 3797 IRIH TRRAT T 18T gl W €T Figd fhar, ST ISTaamsey
AT &7 4 AR 3R 30+ 7 |fng @l

e Thejihad wave has fluctuated over the decades but has never disappeared.
fSere 1 FET Rl # Tech-sec W &, dfehT Fal gl e wATT A€ FE

e The future of Islamist terrorism is evolving, requiring new strategies to combat its
digital and decentralized structure.

AT Hawdlg F1 HfasT o @7 3, w8 s Bfoed ik fFdea @
fAuea & fov g Torefaat fr 3maegear gef|

Changing Dynamics of Global Jihad
dRgs g & Igadt arfarfiear

o Jihadism has not been defeated, but its internal dynamics have changed to some
extent.
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fSreTeare arsht wared @dl ganm &, AT gaeh AR FHFOT F& 76 dF oo AT
gl

Sunni radicalization is on the rise, but global jihad is no longer their primary goal.
ooll FEAT 9 W o, Afehe daw fAe1E 3T 37791 Wog@ ey 71g1 @l

Despite renewed calls for Arab unity against the Zionist enemy, Arab states are
prioritizing national interests.

IR AT & TS IR THaT F HTEdTT & dldofe, IR U IHua WG et
wafAwar & @ &

This shift is reshaping the region's political landscape and will impact West Asia’s
future politics.

Ig Jcard AF &Y Torefas Ufa #1 9o w1 ¢ 3R ey iy oRgsw ofar fr
TSHIfa F gAIET HLEMI

A Revival of Terror
JTcFare HT qAocdTT

Terrorism is witnessing a resurgence, with ISIS and al-Qaeda showing signs of
revival.

IrawaE Y & IR W@ §, 3R amdvwamdey 3R sra-Frer el & @ §
Al-Qaeda has resumed training camps in Taliban-run Afghanistan.
H-FIET A AfaET-nfd Fwmfaras # v & gfeor AR gw o #

ISIS affiliate in Afghanistan (ISKP) is expanding, targeting areas beyond
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

HFIMTAEATT 3 FECHITECH FT FEAMN (ISKP) 39T THT e @7 §, 3K
HPMATATT T TIfhedis & ae7 it A T W@ 21

Sporadic attacks in Moscow, Iran, and Turkiye indicate its growing reach.

e, §00 3R G H gU e 50 dod wea H geiad §

Military facilities and transport systems in Pakistan are facing increasing attacks.
uifrEare & A7 BamEt 3t IR gome © g 99 W@ 2

Isolated terror incidents have been reported in Bangladesh, Malaysia, Singapore,
and Thailand.

siveneer, #ARET, R iR ardels 7 s Bege ardear) geard g€ &
While large-scale attacks have not returned, smaller, frequent terror incidents are
raising concerns.

gris a8 AW W g Al gU ¥, Aot SO FaR @ W@ g fHar wer W §
Security agencies fear a possible resurgence of terror on awider scale.

BT TSATRAT IMdwarg & 6T § aga v werraen & RAfaa &)
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Recent Terror Incidents in the U.S.
TgFd U AR # T ATaSadr geATe
e Two terror incidents in the U.S. have raised concerns:
HIFT [T FARDT H g8 &1 aharg) geansit ¥ Rar ser & &

o January 2025: An explosion occurred in a Tesla Cyber Truck in Las Vegas,
outside the hotel where then U.S. President-elect Donald Trump was staying.

STeradl 2025: 9 3 H TH SFAT g ¢ H RAEBIE g3, S 39 gled &
STEX AT STET dehreltel HARHT IEAfA-TATd Seles 9 SER EU 2|

o Theoccupant, found dead inside the vehicle, was a former U.S. Special
Forces member engaged in counter-terrorism operations.

aEeT F 3HeY Hd 9T AT AfFa FAREA Ay qalt F1 qF weEw 91, 5
HTderare fae 3f@a=t & eanfder w&r am

o New Year’s Day 2025: Shamsuddin Jabbar, a 42-year-old military veteran,
drove a truck into a crowd in New Orleans, killing 14 people and injuring 35.

AT W 2025 F g e 42 affy qF deawHdt argede Feaw o 7
siRfa=w & sfis W gw wer foam, fSrea 14 At #r #la g€ 3k 35 wrre gol

o His vehicle carried a black ISIS flag, and he was shot dead by security
forces.

3HF A6l I FTT IMSTHAITSTH ST o9 AT, 3R 38 GIaw ot ¥ #AF | §
AR ARmm|

e The coordinated nature of both attacks suggests careful planning.
al gHal 1 gAfrad yHfa I8 gt § F 3¢ Wra-gasER e = = g
e Both attackers had military backgrounds, raising concerns over new recruits into
terror ranks.

Q! gAY Ao TsoifA & &, T8 3Mdehard Hrsel # AT el gt arell sl aa]
faar ag a5 Flex

e U.S.intelligence agencies claim to have foiled another terror plot in Virginia.

IARE givar weifal @ aSiifoar F oF sew raward wiforer # arww T F;
grar frar 1

Warnings That Need to be Heeded
AdEAaT T W €I AT 3TaRTF &

e Counter-terrorism experts are warning of a potential new wave of terror attacks.
Idharg e s wnfaa av rdwad) gaal A Jaaeh & @

o Recent attacks resemble vehicle attacks in France and Europe during ISIS’s peak
years.
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BT & gHA 34 aled gHell § Aea-goa § oY IMSTHIAETH F WA FAT H wiw
3R 9 7 ge A

e Terror groups are using modern tools, including Artificial Intelligence (Al), for
recruitment and propaganda.

FTdwarar Hrss adt 3R yAR F v FHw gefwar (A) S smyfaw awdiel w1
3TN T W B
e The world must act swiftly to counter this evolving terror threat.

30 RAFfia gid srdwaer @ ¥ fvea & v gfaar &1 i Fwew som g

"AXis of Resistance"

The term "Axis of Resistance" refers to a political and military alliance led by Iran, involving
state and non-state actors in the Middle East that oppose Western influence, particularly the
United States and its allies such as Israel and Saudi Arabia. It reflects Iran's efforts to project
its influence across the region while countering adversarial coalitions.

"Axis of Resistance" &l AT 0ol & afed alel Teh Jsfellicier AR W Toae 4 &,
St 7eg g & Uog 3R IR Jar afAe § S Y §9 & d@gwd o
AR 3R gaF FEAPAT FF oI AR FFAr IR & IRgAT gHG &1 fOUT = g1
T 8T H SUA & U il dglat AT Qe Taeat T e wa & JGrEr H g2 Bl

Historical Background

* The Axis of Resistance began to take shape during the 1980s with Iran’s support for
Hezbollah in Lebanon and later expanded its network to include other groups and nations.

* The 2003 Iraq War and the 2011 Arab Spring provided Iran opportunities to consolidate its
influence in Iraqg, Syria, and Yemen through military and political proxies.

* The coalition was formalized around opposition to Israel, U.S. military presence in the
region, and Saudi-led Sunni bloc.

« "Axis of Resistance" ®l [E3iTcT 1980 &% &2 H oleallel H Bolgoce Al ST & qHASA &
mugéaﬂwmﬁmwﬁaﬂ?waﬁamma%ﬁvmmgm

+ 2003 &I e Jer 3R 2011 & 3RS BT & ST &l e, WRAT 3R ToH=T H 394

W 3R Tofeiifaes gfafafedt & Aegd @ 9T THT AT el & HTE JaTe U

- Ig IS FoNIsel, &1 H ARG o7 YR 3R F3E & iqfed arel Foell T &
fayr & & o &7 & fsa gam

Key Players in the Axis of Resistance

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page17



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

o Acts as the leader and primary financier of the coalition.

o Provides ideological guidance based on Shia Islam and anti-Western
sentiments.
Supports proxies like Hezbollah, Hamas, and Houthi rebels.

2. mwmﬂﬁwmﬁ?mm%l
- 7 R o 3R aftes e fRaRamr W 3merRa AR YT Xt g1

- I5 fRageans, gama 3R gl faaifeat St wfafafeat a1 wadsr #ar B
3. Hezbollah (Lebanon)
o A militant group and political party with significant Iranian support.
o Opposes Israeli presence in Lebanon and plays a key role in regional proxy
conflicts.

4. - RIgedE (daalle): Th o HHE AR ToTelliclh aof & oI S 1 Hgeaqor
gAY 9o g
« TE e H FoIsd T IUREATT F Ay e § 3R e wut 7 v
AT femar g
5. Syria
o The Bashar al-Assad regime remains a strategic ally of Iran.

o Iran-backed militias, including Hezbollah, have helped Assad retain power
during the Syrian Civil War.

6. -m:agwm-ma%mmwmmm?ﬁmgmél
- ST gAY fafaf, e Regears o anfde & & 3e # ARAS gey

F ST TaT §4TT W H A F

7. lraq (Shia Militias)
o lIran supports various Shia militias, such as Kata'ib Hezbollah, which wield
considerable influence in Iraqgi politics.

8. -3 (RIam fAfaRI): Suer fafdesr Rrar AfaRar S wides Reigedrs &
THASS AT &, S ST Tofelifd H HAgeaqul wod 1@ &
9. Houthis (Yemen)

o The Houthi rebels, fighting the Saudi-led coalition, receive military and logistical
support from Iran.

10. « gl (TF): @ TR, St F3E & Adeqd arel TeeYA W oF W@ R @ =y
3R O gHAT urod R &1

Objectives of the Axis of Resistance

» Counter U.S. and Israeli influence in the Middle East.
« Strengthen Shia Islam and its ideological influence.
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« Establish a strategic corridor from Iran to the Mediterranean Sea through Iraq, Syria, and
Lebanon.

«HET @ H ARG AR S & THIG HT HAET HLe|
« R SEerma 3N SEhHT TARYURT &1 9ei1d Aol |

« 30, IRAT 3R AT & ATA § S § AT PR T Uk WEATde e @
TITIAT FHXAT|
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China contributes substantially to U.S. biggest imports

|GS Paper II: Super Power |

The highest share of Washington DC's imports comes from the three nations hit by President Donald Trump’s newest trade tariffs

| DATA POINT |

Nitika Francis

ast week, U.S. President Do-
I nald Trump announced ad-

ditional tariffs on imports
from China, Canada, and Mexico
amidst what the White House re-
ferred to as a national emergency
caused by “illegal aliens and
drugs”. In retaliation, China said it
would implement counter tariffs.

Of the more than 75 countries
with which the U.S. maintains
trade relations, China accounted
for 18% of all of its imported servic-
es between 2018 and 2023, which
is the highest share, followed by
Mexico (14%) and Canada (13%).

The U.S. imported goods worth
$17,000 billion between 2018 and
2023. Of these, electrical machin-
ery and equipment accounted for
15%, vehicles and their parts ac-
counted for 11%, and nuclear ma-
chinery and appliances, 9%. Chart
1 shows the top 15 goods and ser-
vices imported by the U.S. bet-
ween 2018 and 2023 (in %).

Charts 2-10 show the country-
wise share of the top nine goods
and services imported by the U.S.
China’s share was the highest in
eight of the 15 listed items, includ-
ing two of the three most imported
products — electrical and nuclear
machinery. China accounted for
the highest share of imported iron
or steel, plastics, and clothing (20-
30%); furniture (about 40%); and
toys (nearly 80%). It also contri-
buted the second highest share in
the imports of measuring instru-
ments, organic chemicals, and
rubber.

Mexico contributed to the high-
est share of imported vehicles and
measuring instruments. It was also
among the top three countries ex-
porting electrical and nuclear ma-
chinery, furniture, iron or steel,
and rubber to the U.S.

Canada contributed to almost
half of the mineral imports to the
U.S., as well as high shares of plas-
tic, vehicles, and iron or steel.

Trading
blows

The data for the charts were
sourced from the United
Nations' Comtrade Database

Chart 2: Top exporters of electrical
machinery and equipment to the U.S.

China 33.35%
u.s.
Mexico 17.50%
Vietnam 7.66%
Malaysia 6.93%

Chart 3: Top exporters of vehicles
and related parts to the U.S.

Mexico 3297%
u.s.
Canada 15.36%
Japan 15.18%
Germany 8.31%

Hectncal mach nery

Voh

Forniture

Plast'cs

Organic chernicals
1o-/steel aiticles

Chart 4: Top exporters of nuclear machinery
and mechanical appliances to the U.S.

China 27.66%
u.s.
Mexico 16.98%
Japan 8.28%
Germany 6.92%

Chart 6: Top exporters of machinery and
mechanical appliances to the U.S.

Figures indicate country-wise share of

major U.S. goods imports.

* Includes other optical, photographic,

measuring instruments

 Not Elsewhere Specified

China 21.24%
Mexico 17.99%
u.s.
i 8.08%
Germany 6.91%
OtherAsia,NES®  579%
Canada Sase

Chart1:

Top 15 goods
imported

by the U.S.
between 2018
and 2023

(in %)

Chart 5: Top exporters of mineral

products to the U.S.

Canada

Mexico

Saudi Arabia
Russian Federation
Iraq

46.49%

u.s.

7.69%

6.47%

4.11%
3.28%

Chart 7: Top exporters of
pharmaceutical products to the U.S.

Ireland

Germany

Switzerland

India

Belgium

20.29%

12.79% u.s.

11.56%

5.92%

5.03%

|
\
I
!

Chart 8: Top exporters of surgical
instruments® to the U.S.

Mexico

China

Germany

Ireland

Japan

16.87%

12.45%
us.

11.05%

1.72%

6.81%

Chart 9: Top exporters of apparel
and clothing accessories to the U.S.

China

Vietnam

Bangladesh

Indonesia

India

26.6%

us.
16.94%

7.89%

5.30%
5.13%

Chart 10: Top exporters of precious
stones and metals to the U.S.

India

Switzerland

South Africa

Canada

Israel

China contributes substantially to U.S.’ biggest imports

A IANST & TOF 93 31T F Agcaqor ArErT ar §

15.33%

13.28%
us.

8.30%

8.07%

7.43%
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The highest share of Washington DC's imports comes from the three
nations hit by President Donald Trump’s newest trade tariffs.

arfares S F AT FT FaQ 997 REAr 397 AT ¥ F AT F S
Irsgafay e €7 & AT AR ARG § yemiad go

Last week, U.S. President Donald Trump announced additional tariffs on imports
from China, Canada, and Mexico amidst what the White House referred to as a
national emergency caused by "illegal aliens and drugs".

oo doarg, 3ANEr Iseufa Sares ¢u & o, FamEr ik AFER & 3ma w
FfaRea e Hr awon A, B R g3 F "Iy yarfdat #3779 F FROT

3cUeel TSI ITITAHIA ST

In retaliation, China said it would implement counter tariffs.

warg & i F o1 F 97 afasw SRe awy Ham

Of the more than 75 countries with which the U.S. maintains trade relations, China

accounted for 18% of all its imported services between 2018 and 2023, the highest
share, followed by Mexico (14%) and Canada (13%).

75 @ 0w & o a1y 3Rt saraiRe d€Yr 99T t@ar §, 2018 ¥ 2023 F
dr AT FT 18% fwam 2, S @ ™S AT, sT% d1c ATFAFRT (14%) 3R Farsr
(13%) Tg 1+

The U.S. imported goods worth $17,000 billion between 2018 and 2023.

3ART & 2018 § 2023 F I $17,000 3RT HeT F I&IU AT Hil

Of these, electrical machinery and equipment accounted for 15%, vehicles and their
parts accounted for 11%, and nuclear machinery and appliances accounted for 9%.

g1, SafFcher AN 3 3TFIOT FT 15%, argeT 3 IaF BEX F1 11%, 3K
gfFeay A 3R sTEIor 1 99 Rwwr am

Chart 1 shows the top 15 goods and services imported by the U.S. between 2018
and 2023 (in %).

¢ 172018 § 2023 F o IANFT garr amarfaa o 15 awqu 3R 9T (%)
@S ag glex

Charts 2-10 show the country-wise share of the top nine goods and services
imported by the U.S.

a1E 2-10 H AR F@RT AT FY 7€ oM A FEqga s Faad F1 AR Rwww
fe@mar = e«

China’s share was the highest in eight of the 15 listed items, including two of the
three most imported products — electrical and nuclear machinery.

15 geaey a3l & @ s # <a i REAe ga@ sftsw &, Gwd fe g=@
3w mafaa 3caEl # F @ - safFesHd 3R g ARad anfae &
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e Chinaaccounted for the highest share of imported iron or steel, plastics, and
clothing (20-30%); furniture (about 40%); and toys (nearly 80%).

i @1 mfaa A a1 T, clrfees, 3R FUST (20-30%), FelaRw (ST 40%), 3R

fFalat (eamsrer 80%) H wad rfas REwT an
e It also contributed the second-highest share in the imports of measuring
instruments, organic chemicals, and rubber.

FHA AG 3YFOT, AIF T AR W@ & 3T F q@r qa@ 937 AererT fom

e Mexico contributed to the highest share of imported vehicles and measuring

instruments.

AFEF! 3 3rafaa aEal 3R ATYT IUFON F I HF AR 8T+

e It was also among the top three countries exporting electrical and nuclear
machinery, furniture, iron or steel, and rubber to the U.S.

g safaewd AR gFam AR, weter, dier a1 e, 3 WX &1 ARer &
frata = arer ofiy ier Qeit F oft enfier ami

e Canada contributed to almost half of the mineral imports to the U.S.
HATST o IANST A T IS WA AT HT JICTT SAT |+
e ltalso had high shares in plastic, vehicles, and iron or steel.

SUPT CTTieH, algsT 3R aer a1 & & i 3v7 Aere= ami

Why are Apple and game-maker Epic
facing off against each other again?

A pornography app that can now be accessed in the EU with an iPhone has reignited a long simmering battle between Apple and Epic. In the EU, the
Digital Markets Act lets i0S and iPadOS users install apps from alternative app marketplaces or even from an authorised developer’s website

\GS Paper II: Global
overnance
Sahana agUpa

The story so far:

[~ n February 3, an app platform
AltStore introduced a new app
as “the world’s Ist
Apple-approved porn app”.

The new pornography app and the way it

was advertised has reignited a long-time

feud between iPhone-maker Apple and
the game-maker Epic. Though Apple does
not allow pornography apps on its App

Store, users in the European Union can

still download this particular adult app on

their iPhones. That’s because of the bloc’s
anti-competitive policy that allows
non-Apple app marketplaces to offer their
own line-up of products to Apple
customers. Previously, they could only
download apps from the App Store.

Which app is causing the problem?
‘Hot Tub’ app is at the centre of this new
discontent between Epic Games and
Apple. The adult content browser app
provides its users privacy and security
without sending ads or tracking their
location. Rated for users aged 18 and
above, the app is available for download
through the AltStore PAL—an open
source, alternative app marketplace in the
EU. AltStore enjoys financial support from
Epic Games, as per AP. The Fortnite
videogame maker’s founder and CEO Tim
Sweeney is a strong critic of Apple as the

Address

iPhone maker collects 30% commission
from app developers that charge their
users for in-app purchases. In 2020, Epic
sued Apple on antitrust grounds in the
U.S., and the two companies faced off in
court for more than a couple years.

Meanwhile, in the EU, the Digital
Markets Act (DMA) sought to foster
competition by making Apple let its iOS
and iPadOS users install apps from
alternative app marketplaces or even
from an authorised developer’s website.
Apple was reluctant to allow this.

What is Apple saying about the
matter?

Apple is deeply unhappy about recent
developments. The iPhone-maker
stressed that AltStore’s statement about
the porn app being “Apple approved” was
false, and that it would never offer Hot
Tub through its own App Store, per AP.
“The truth is that we are required by the
European Commission to allow it to be
distributed by marketplace operators like
AltStore and Epic who may not share our
concerns for user safety,” Apple was
quoted as saying.

The iPhone-maker also expressed
concern for children’s safety in the EU
due to the presence of the porn app.
Apple has in the past raised concerns
about the security risks of opening up its
app marketplace ecosystem to rivals, but
the process is not a free-for-all. Instead,

Apple has a review mechanism called
“notarisation” to ensure that all apps
from diverse distribution channels meet
fundamental accuracy, functionality,
safety, security, and privacy standards.
However, Apple warned that “even with
these safeguards in place, many risks
remain.”

AltStore, in turn, claimed that Hot Tub
was indeed “approved” by Apple since it
passed the tech company’s notarisation
process and was not rejected. “To be
perfectly clear, Apple has not endorsed
Hot Tub in any way. However, they did
approve it,” said AltStore in an X post on
February 5. AltStore further noted that
users will have to add Hot Tub’s source
(URL) to make it appear in the AltStore
PAL marketplace, meaning that people
who do not wish to see the porn app
cannot stumble across it by accident.

What is Epic’s argument?

Epic Games’ Sweeney has lashed out
against Apple’s statement, claiming that it
is false and calling the company
“extremely disingenuous.” In an X thread
on February 4, Mr. Sweeney raised the
counter-argument that Apple did indeed
allow “hardcore” pornography by hosting
other apps with adult content or
pornography — such as Reddit — on its
own official app store. “So, if this Hot Tub
app available through AltStore continued
to host its current porn, and also added

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

lots of non-porn content, the Apple’s App
Store terms would welcome it. And if they
treated it like Reddit, they’d even give it a
17+ (!!) rating and Editors Choice Award,”
Mr. Sweeney posted.

Separately, the CEO claimed that the
Epic Games Store for PC and mobile did
not host any porn apps.

What is the EU’s stance?

The EU calls the DMA “one of the
centrepieces of the European digital
strategy” to maintain fair competition
among businesses in the region by
identifying tech behemoths, or
“gatekeepers” such as Alphabet, Amazon,
Apple, ByteDance, Meta, and Microsoft,
and holding them accountable. The DMA
is meant to protect consumer choices and
level the playing field by making sure
gatekeepers do not abuse their
dominance in the marketplace.

On the flip side, the availability of a
native pornography app on iPhones and
iPads in the EU raises serious questions.
For one, it bring up the issue of not just
who offers apps to Apple product users,
but also what type of apps these
marketplaces host.

That being said, many social media
users were quick to point out that an
Apple customer trying to watch
pornography could simply open up the
company’s Safari browser and start typing
away, with or without the DMA.
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Apple and Epic Games Face Off Again
Apple 3T Ti® A9 T ITHA-GHA

A pornography app that can now be accessed in the EU with an
IPhone has reignited a long-simmering battle between Apple and
Epic.

iPhone ¥ EU # 39eletl T 31eeiel ¥T & Apple 3K Epic & & s«
AT @ I 3T ¢ fAarg w1 T srser feam &1

¢ Inthe EU, the Digital Markets Act (DMA) lets iOS and iPadOS users install apps from
alternative marketplaces or even from an authorized developer’s website.

EU &, Digital Markets Act (DMA) iOS 3R iPadOS 39aerahaisit f dfeus 0
AT W 1 HAFA 3T A IqWZE T 0T ST A &l AT &l B

e On February 3, an app platform AltStore introduced a new app as “the world’s 1st
Apple-approved porn app.”

REUTERS
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3 B T, AltStore T TATHIA & Teh 74T VT dled fhaT o "gforar &1 ggen

Apple-FefiFa 3reelter A9 gl |
Though Apple does not allow pornography apps on its App Store, users in the EU
can still download this adult app due to EU’s anti-competitive policy.

Apple 319s App Store W 3reele dow Y regafer @ &, ofehet EU & wfareaef-
et AT & FROTEU & 3TANTHRAT 30 9% F VT F) SB3AAIS HT Hhd ¢l

Which app is causing the problem?
it AT VT FHEAT YeT FT @ 82

"Hot Tub" app is at the center of the new conflict between Epic Games and Apple.
"Hot Tub" ¥T Epic Games 3R Apple & AT faarg & &g &l

The adult content browser app provides privacy and security without ads or
location tracking.

IE TUEF FHA FBIAX AT ITAETFRATIT T AMIArer 3R JRaT e W § 3R A
e a1 T T A T

The app is available for download through AltStore PAL, an open-source, alternative
app marketplace in the EU.

Ig VT AltStore PAL & ATETH ¥ SB3AIE & folT 30 §, S EU H T 3qa-aRy
d=fous ¥ ArFecaw

Epic Games financially supports AltStore, as per AP reports.
AP #T RUlE & HER, Epic Games, AltStore Y Rdr Fgrrar yerer F¥ar |

Epic Games’ CEO Tim Sweeney is a strong critic of Apple, arguing against the 30%
commission Apple takes from app developers for in-app purchases.

Epic Games & CEO Tim Sweeney Apple & &geX JTdds® &, ¥l Apple §1-89
TS 9T VG 3qa9d & 30% FARMS oIl

In 2020, Epic sued Apple on antitrust grounds in the U.S., leading to a multi-year
court battle.

2020 #, Epic & 3AR®T # Apple W vwFfaFR e amar & FqFear qrw B,
S ad #& a6l a& FegElr J31§ Tl

In the EU, the Digital Markets Act (DMA) was introduced to foster competition and
force Apple to allow alternative app stores.

EU &, Digital Markets Act (DMA) 9faEqe’ se@ 31X Apple Y dfeus W T A
FegAfa & & forw oman I A

Apple was reluctant to allow this change.

Apple 3 FeaTa H aF] A F v sfa=gs
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What is Apple saying about the matter?
Apple 39 ATHAS H FAT g T@T 87

Apple is deeply unhappy about recent developments.

Apple EIfeaT Teaha & Tgd ATge gl

Apple stressed that AltStore’s statement about the porn app being “Apple
approved” was false and that it would never offer Hot Tub through its own App
Store, per AP.

Apple & SR 3FX 8T f& AltStore T Ig grar & ot ¥4 "Apple ZaRT FFa" &,
aed &, 3R I8 T Apple 3r9a App Store I Hot Tub X0 &Y &3l der gt H3am|

Apple stated that it is required by the European Commission to allow distribution of
such apps through marketplace operators like AltStore and Epic, even if they do not
share Apple’s concerns for user safety.

Apple ¥ g foh JUAT HTAET GaRT S8 A fohar 91T & o a8 0 Tod & faeor
I ITATT €, AltStore 3R Epic S HATcheteld MR & ATEIH &, # 8 4
3YANThell &I &I AT Apple T AT & WeAdT o &l

Apple also expressed concern for children’s safety in the EU due to the presence of the
porn app.

Apple & EU# Feal T FI&T &I oo o Riar STars 8, 4ife a8 9t 00 3uelsy Bl

Apple has previously raised concerns about the security risks of opening its app
marketplace ecosystem to rivals, but the process is not a free-for-all.

Apple TEer 3 39T ¥ FRTTAw 1 SRt & AT e ¥ off JeeT AR w
ffar Ser g 8, afenet 75 9fshar qF oRe & Hqad 6 8

Apple has a review mechanism called "notarisation” to ensure that all apps meet
fundamental accuracy, functionality, safety, security, and privacy standards.

Apple & UIH "notarisation" ATHE Teh HHNET o ¢, S Ig FiATRTd Har & for wel
ey Hifoleh TEehall, HRAGTHT, GI&T 3R INTAIAT ATl I G AL

However, Apple warned that “even with these safeguards in place, many risks remain.”

glefifeh, Apple & JdTast &1 foh "o FI&T 39Tl & dTao[e, s SITEH o4 T §l"

What is AltStore’s response?

AltStore &Y afafsar «ar &2

AltStore claimed that Hot Tub was indeed "approved" by Apple since it passed Apple’s
notarisation process and was not rejected.

AltStore & eraT fhar foh Hot Tub ar&dd # Apple SaRT "Edishe” fohar 1T T, Fifeh
381 Apple I notarisation IfshaT & 9T T folam 41 3R 38 3R A1 fhar =
T
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o AltStore stated, “To be perfectly clear, Apple has not endorsed Hot Tub in any way.
However, they did approve it,” in an X post on February 5.

AltStore & 5 A &I Ueh X GRFE H Fgl, "Ig TISC X ¢ [ Apple & frdT off O
¥ Hot Tub &7 FHYT T8 T ¥, AfheT 3egial 33 FHopr & 1"

o AltStore also noted that users have to manually add Hot Tub’s source (URL) to make it
appear in AltStore PAL, meaning that people who do not wish to see the porn app
cannot stumble across it by accident.

AltStore & Ig # ST foh STETRATHT &I Hot Tub & FIeT (URL) T Heg3ell Sitgar
g a1 Ig AltStore PAL F R@Ts ¢, forgenr 31 § 6 &Y e OeF 0 Y e
qrgd, I I & 38 AL S|

What is Epic’s argument?
Epic Games &I d& T §?

o Epic Games’ CEO Tim Sweeney called Apple’s statement false and accused Apple
of being "extremely disingenuous."

Epic Games & CEO Tim Sweeney & Apple & 31 & raid §amdT 3R Apple W
"¥8G HIL" g HT IRT FIAT|
e Inan X thread on February 4, Mr. Sweeney argued that Apple already allows

"hardcore" pornography by hosting other adult content apps, such as Reddit, on its
official App Store.

4 FEd A X I TF GEE A, Sweeney o dF AT fF Apple Tgar ¥ & "géaR”
qiAfarh F ITATT qaT B, FIH sHHT IMRAFRF App Store 9§ & Reddit &
T qITH A o A gFE FHIT B

e Sweeney claimed, “If this Hot Tub app available through AltStore added lots of non-
porn content, Apple’s App Store terms would welcome it. And if they treated it like
Reddit, they would even give it a 17+ rating and an Editors’ Choice Award.”

Sweeney @ &aT faT, "3 AltStore W 3Ueletr Ig Hot Tub AT aga FT I-3reelter
Al SvEar &, @ Apple 3@ 3r9ar App Store Y edf & dEd TNHER X 9w 3N
39N 38 Reddit T TR AET ST, dr Apple 38 17+ Ieer 3k vfded =@fsw s@E s ¢

FeheT gl
e Separately, Sweeney claimed that the Epic Games Store for PC and mobile did not
host any porn apps.

e W, Sweeney & g@T fFAT fF Epic Games Store (PC 31X AEEe) W FE 9t
T g giee e S

What is the EU’s stance?
EU &T &7 39 &7
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e The EU considers the Digital Markets Act (DMA) as one of the centerpieces of the
European digital strategy to ensure fair competition among businesses.

EU, Digital Markets Act (DMA) #r 3r9sit Bfdree orifa & wow et & @ o
AT §, S ARt F fw Freger sfaeaut gRea #war §

e The DMA identifies major tech companies as "gatekeepers"—such as Alphabet,
Amazon, Apple, ByteDance, Meta, and Microsoft—and holds them accountable.

DMA W@ & Hufardl # "gatekeepers” & & # ggamrar ¢, 4 & Alphabet,

Amazon, Apple, ByteDance, Meta, 3iiT Microsoft, 31X 3§ STaTadg Serdr ¢

e The DMA is designed to protect consumer choices and ensure that dominant
companies do not abuse their power in the marketplace.

DMA 3usiiFaisit & fawedl i i = iR 3¢ glafaa & & fav qamr mr @
& vgE Fufaar 9 SR WeT 1 geader 7 #l

e Onthe flip side, the availability of a native pornography app on iPhones and iPads
in the EU raises serious questions.

gl 3R, EU# iPhones 3R iPads W & H& iAfmdr ¥0 it 3qestar MR ware
@3 FCr

e Theissueis not just who offers apps to Apple users, but also what type of apps
these marketplaces allow.

HeaT % 78 7t § F Apple suaraatat #t sia @ dow 3ueer FUar 8, sfow
Ig o § T ¥ wrfecew Fe woR & tow @ seAfa & §

e Many social media users pointed out that an Apple customer trying to watch
pornography could simply open the Safari browser and access adult content, with
or without the DMA.

®$ A ABAT IUARRATHT A T F FE Mt Apple ARH IR G S@AT TR,
ar 98 Safari §3eR WEET QT DMA & off ¥0T FT FFHar 8l

Page27

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Gold smuggling has
reduced after import
duty cut: CBIC chief

|GS Paper Il: Governance |
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Gold smuggling has re-
duced significantly since
July 2024 when the govern-
ment slashed import duty
on the precious metal to
6%, Central Board of Indi-
rect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) Chairman Sanjay
Kumar Agarwal has said.

As per the latest availa-
ble data, Customs and DRI
officers seized 847 kg of
gold worth 544 crore at
various airports in the
April-June period of the
current fiscal.

In July, the government
reduced customs duty on
gold to 6% from 15%.

“After the rate of duty
was reduced on gold in last
year’s Budget, there is a
significant reduction in the
smuggling of gold,” Mr.
Agarwal told PTI in an
interview.

Although Mr. Agarwal
did not reveal the quantum
or value of gold seizures,

he said authorities are
keeping regular watch over
the international passen-
ger traffic, porous borders,
and commercial cargoes
coming into the country to
cut the smuggling of nar-
cotics through any route.

The Directorate of Reve-
nue Intelligence (DRI), un-
der CBIC, is the apex agen-
cy of the Indian customs in
the field of anti-smuggling
in India.

During the 2023-24 fi-
nancial year, DRI officers
alone seized 1,319 kg of
gold.

Smuggling through In-
dia’s porous eastern bor-
ders, particularly with Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar, has
also emerged as a major
concern for law enforce-
ment agencies.

Gold smuggling through
air routes in India remains
a prominent method used
by smugglers, with West
Asian and South East Asian
countries being the major
points of origin.

Gold smuggling has reduced after
import duty cut: CBIC chief

AT Yo A Felkdl & q1 A HY
Rl wé CBIC 9HE

Gold smuggling has reduced
significantly since July 2024 when the
government slashed import duty on gold
to 6%, said CBIC Chairman Sanjay
Kumar Agarwal.

T 2024 F Wt AT aEHRY H Ageaqol
FAT 3E § 9 THR o o W 3A9
UqeH TTHT 6% FT AT, Ig 19 CBIC
YHE W FAR el F Fell

e As per the latest available data, Customs and
DRI officers seized 847 kg of gold worth ¥544 crore
at various airports in the April-June period of the
current fiscal year.

ANTTH 3T HHI F AR, FEeHw AR DRI
FfwRE 3 o R # Riffe garé srge
T 847 fFdRmA | Sted fraT, fSaehr HrAd T544
L

e InJuly 2024, the government reduced customs duty on gold to 6% from 15%.

FATE 2024 H, TIHR & Wt 9T FECH Yok 15% ¥ THT 6% FT o]

o "After the rate of duty was reduced on gold in last year’s Budget, there is a
significant reduction in gold smuggling,” Mr. Agarwal told PTI in an interview.

"REd AT & Foc H @ W YeF I U F d16, Wit T a&hd A Ageaqor FaT

g ¢ A 3[ETT A PTI & T O1eTicshR & ST

o Although Mr. Agarwal did not reveal the exact quantum or value of gold seizures,
he said authorities are keeping regular watch over international passenger traffic,
porous borders, and commercial cargoes to prevent smuggling of narcotics through
any route.

grifer oft AT & Sfed fFT v WA F W A AT AT FT GoAran F@1 w4,
3egiel gl fob Haied I Irarana, sgRfaa @t sk saeafRs aa w

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page28



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

Pa

www.Patrinticias.ian ONTA : 9971932488 g
FAFIRGT @RT AR IR @ a1 W@ § arfes fedt st aAnt @ aefier gerat i

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

la

TER Y T AT TH|

The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), under CBIC, is the apex agency of
Indian Customs in the field of anti-smuggling.

Tored Gikar fagarera (DRI), CBIC & 3adid, R & AT Yo fasmr i goqa

o § S aERd A ARt w aer @
During the 2023-24 financial year, DRI officers alone seized 1,319 kg of gold.
fadfir a¥ 2023-24 &, DRI FfAHNAT & 3rkver 1,319 FraameT [T Sead |

Smuggling through India’s porous eastern borders, particularly with Bangladesh
and Myanmar, has emerged as a major concern for law enforcement agencies.

AR # IRfEa it e, e v & aearer 3R =R & 9y, F Aeaew @
AR F aad el F v v @ far a9 0
Gold smuggling through air routes remains a prominent method used by

smugglers, with West Asian and South East Asian countries being the major
points of origin.

§aT$ AFEIT & ATEIH § WA H aERY el st TERT @R v S arelt ggE
fafer =it §¢ & S0 aREs o 3R afdvor-qd R aer e Wd §

Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC)

The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) is a part of the Department
of Revenue under the Ministry of Finance, Government of India. It is responsible for
formulating policies, administering, and implementing indirect tax laws like Goods
and Services Tax (GST), Customs, Central Excise, and Service Tax in India.

FET 3vcgeT FX 3R AT Yo SIS (CBIC) HRA WHR & [ Frerd & Torea fasmr
& REAT &1 I8 HRA # A 3N @ar FX (GST), MAT Yok, FAT 341G Yo AR Far
T S IYTET T Hlefell 1 A FAUROT, garget 3R Frdeadsl & fov SFder gl

Key Functions of CBIC

Policy Formulation and Administration: CBIC designs tax policies and ensures
their implementation at the national level.

Mfy fPrufRor 3k wemdeT: CBIC & ANfaat &1 fRares &ar & 3R 30 T &R W)
A e BT TAFACRY fear g

Customs and GST: It manages the Customs Department, regulating import and
export trade, and administering GST, ensuring compliance with tax laws.

AT eF AR GST: Ig WA Yoo [IHTT & JaeraT e &, IR AR B aar
G YT & 3R GST 1 o] FA U F Plefedl T efarere] ARG Rl &
Revenue Collection: CBIC is tasked with collecting indirect taxes such as GST,
Customs Duty, and Central Excise Duty.

TSET §AE: CBIC T H0ceT HU o GST, VAT e 3R FiT 3c016 e &1 Faafed
FA FT F B

Preventing Tax Evasion: The CBIC undertakes efforts to prevent tax evasion and
fraud.\
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o &Y AN H NFaT: CBIC FT A 3R i@y & Ahet & YA AT B

Recent Developments and Reforms

* GST Implementation: In 2017, the Goods and Services Tax (GST) was implemented
under CBIC, replacing multiple indirect taxes like VAT, Service Tax, and Excise Duty. This
was one of the most significant tax reforms in India.

* GST T HM=ageT: 2017 H, CBIC & dgd Goods and Services Tax (GST) @1 2T a1,
S et VAT, FaT X 3R 3cUTe Yoeh S 3 HTeTET il 1 deof 16dT| I8 R H X GuRT &
U G HgcaqoT AT|

* E-way Bill System: CBIC has introduced the E-way bill system to track the movement of
goods across states to prevent tax evasion.

« £-3 e Yomell: CBIC & X IR 3T Udhet o TIT AT o ST AT & 3TTARTHA Sl &b el &
T 3-a foer wotrelt ger $r &1

* Faceless Assessment: The introduction of faceless GST assessments has streamlined
the process, reducing human interaction to prevent corruption.

- TaT Y ATl HeAiwer JoTel: T3 UeX aTell GST Hediehel TUTTCN shT Q&3TT & Fishar i
A T 3T 8, TSIEE TSR ol Aehel oh TIT ATAAT SEX T bl had TohaT AT & |

Organizational Structure
* Chairperson: The CBIC is headed by a Chairman, who is an officer of the rank of
Secretary to the Government of India.

* JEYET: CBIC & #icjcd Ueh 3TEYRT Xl &, Sil Rl THR & HIT TR & AR BT 8 |
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In poll-bound

|GS Paper II: Article 371 |

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

A regional party in poll-
bound Meghalaya has indi-
cated that bringing the
State under the purview of
Article 371 could help res-
ume rat-hole coal mining,
which has been banned
since April 2014.

Article 371 of the Consti-
tution grants special pow-
ers to certain States.

Strong Pillar Kharjana,
one of the candidates of
the Voice of the People Par-
ty (VPP), cited the example
of Nagaland to seek Article
371 for Meghalaya.

Specific to Nagaland, Ar-
ticle 371A has special provi-
sions guaranteeing the
protection of land and its
resources apart from the
Naga customary law and
procedure.

Mr. Kharjana is contest-
ing from the Mawkhar-Pyn-
thorumkhrah constituency
of the Khasi Hills Autono-
mous District Council
(KHADC) where elections

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Narrow path: A file photo of rat-hole mines seen in East Jaintia
Hills district of Meghalaya. RITU RAJ KONWAR

are scheduled for February
21. Elections to the Jaintia
Hills Autonomous District
Council (JHADC) will also
be held on the same day.

The two tribal councils
have 30 seats each but
elections are held in 29
while the Governor nomi-
nates a member.

Claiming that rat-hole
mining is rampant in Naga-
land, Mr. Kharjana said the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) cannot interfere
with the coal mining activi-
ties in Nagaland because of

Article 371A. The NGT
banned rat-hole mining in
Meghalaya in 2014. The
ban, upheld by the Su-
preme Court, was extend-
ed to other areas of North-
east. “We understand that
the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution of India em-
powers a district council to
make laws on allotment of
land, social custom, forest,
etc., but Paragraph 12A of
this Schedule allows the
State’s law to prevail over
that of the district council
if there is any conflict,” Mr.

Meghalaya, rat-hole
coal mining hopes ride on Article 371

Kharjana said.
In February 2024, Naga-
land Chief Minister Nei-

phiu Rio told the Assembly -

that Article 371A has been
the major hurdle in the
State government’s efforts
to regulate small-scale ille-
gal coal mining activities.

Barring the VPP and the
Congress, which advocat-
ed the incorporation of
some provisions of Article
371 to make the Sixth Sche-
dule more potent, the oth-
er parties agreed that the
two constitutional provi-
sions were incompatible.

The discussions on Arti-
cle 371 intensified a week
after the Coal Controller
under the Ministry of Coal
signed three escrow agree-
ments with the project pro-
ponents for mining sites at
three locations - Pyndeng-
shalang in West Khasi Hills,
Saryngkham in West Jain-
tia Hills, and Lumiakhi
Wahsarang in the East Jain-
tia Hills district.

The votes will be count-
ed on February 24.

In poll-bound
Meghalaya, rat-hole
coal mining hopes
ride on Article 371

coiciiice i)
nfeher 371 4 HgI-
foer Fien @ae f
3FHIS oSt

A regional party in poll-
bound Meghalaya has
indicated that bringing
the State under Article
371 could help resume
rat-hole coal mining,
which has been
banned since April
2014.

T AT A oF AT ol A wFa o § F usw | anféwe 371
¥ d6d o & GE-AE AT G B F YE & TFar g, O e
2014 ¥ wfaafda foar o= an

Article 371 of the Constitution grants special powers to certain States.
Y 1 WEF 371 Fo Ul F AV AfFadt gawr Far 2|

Strong Pillar Kharjana, a candidate of the Voice of the People Party (VPP), cited
Nagaland as an example to seek Article 371 for Meghalaya.

g IHE g diger et (VPP) & 3FHIGaR FEiedT ek WRATAT o AFINAS HT 3ETeI0r
¢d gC Aurerd & faw mféemer 371 1 Al $|

Article 371A (specific to Nagaland) has special provisions protecting land,
resources, and Naga customary laws and procedures.

HEH 371A (S ANMEE W 9] BT &), o{fH, FAw=t 3R ART IRIRS el o
uframsit & geaT ¥ AT 3w yauer F3ar 8

Mr. Kharjana is contesting from the Mawkhar-Pynthorumkhrah constituency in the
Khasi Hills Autonomous District Council (KHADC), where elections are scheduled
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for February 21.
it GReTeT ATTER-ReuRAEE PaEd 87 @ g9 o3 ©@ § S e Rew T

e afwe (KHADC) & 3ic#1d 3T &, 3R J87 goa 21 wadY & gt |
e Elections to the Jaintia Hills Autonomous District Council (JHADC) will also be
held on the same day.

Afear few wara forar afwe (JHADC) & e ot s&t Rer g

e The two tribal councils have 30 seats each, but elections are held for 29, while the
Governor nominates one member.

g &Y STarorcry aRwel & g% & 30 e E, vt 20 Wet & fAw gomg @ €, 3R
USITT TH HEET H AfAT F: &

e Claiming that rat-hole mining is rampant in Nagaland, Mr. Kharjana said the
National Green Tribunal (NGT) cannot interfere in Nagaland due to Article 371A.

IE o FXA gC o annds F gg-fe Fer gaa y=fad § A anerer J wer

IfEFT 371A F FROT NGT ARMAS # FTANT 78] FI THdT|

e The NGT banned rat-hole mining in Meghalaya in 2014, and the ban was upheld by
the Supreme Court.

NGT & 2014 % AuTerd # TET-fAe Frgem Goar g gfaaer semam a7, 3R 5w yfaey

aﬁgﬁnaﬂé#aﬁmml

e In February 2024, Nagaland CM Neiphiu Rio told the Assembly that Article 371A is
a major hurdle in regulating small-scale illegal coal mining.

WAl 2024 #, ANTRs F FEIAA ABY RAT & Rrurerwsm & e o anfewar 371A

BIE YA W AT FIAT @G F FIART FA F v q9) qrer

o Barring the VPP and Congress, other parties believe that Article 371 and the Sixth
Schedule are incompatible.

VPP R #E # BIsa, 3w qifeal w1 Aeen ¢ F wfiwa 371 3k &8 aqyeh
TH-GEY & IRl Aol o
e Discussions on Article 371 intensified after the Coal Controller (Ministry of Coal)

signed three escrow agreements for mining sites in West Khasi Hills, West Jaintia
Hills, and East Jaintia Hills.

afésd 371 W F4T a1 &) IS, ST HIA Helo} (FIYT FHAEY) o aF€C T e,
v dAfaar few 3kt évc Sfaar fed & O @aa Tual & QT &R g@sia |
gEanaR Fu|
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Vote counting will take place on February 24.

HAMOSAT 24 HIG &1 gl
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L-Gs actlons excise probe, AAP-da led to AAP’s election setback

[GS Paper Ii: UT

Jaideep Deo Bhanj
Nikhil M Babu
NEW DELHI

In the first week of January,
the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s campaign for the Delhi
Assembly election started
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi leading the attack
from the front on the rul-
ing Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP).

It was on Mr. Modi’s lea-
dership and “Modi’s gua-
rantee” that the BJP fought
the rest of the election,
without a chief ministerial
face. But there was anoth-
er man, though never part
of the election campaign-
ing, who had been keeping
the AAP and its chief Ar-
vind Kejriwal on edge —
central  government-ap-

L-G’s actions, excise probe, AAP-da led to AAP’s election

pointed Lieutenant Gover-
nor (L-G) V.K. Saxena.

On January 3, Mr. Modi
coined the term “AAP-da”
(disaster). He said that
“AAP-da” had befallen Del-
hi in the past 10 years and
promised people to get rid
of the disaster that has
stalled the national capi-
tal’s development.

The main focus of his
speeches was establishing
two things: first, there has
been no development and
no welfare of people in Del-
hi under the AAP, and se-
condly, the AAP has be-
come corrupt.

But it seems that the
groundwork for the politi-
cal message was laid by the
BJP over three years in two
ways: one, Mr. Saxena was
appointed L-G of the na-

setback

Td-Sit T FRETE, HEF ST A CAAP-da' § AAP H Tt
§R

In the first week of January, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) began
its campaign for the Delhi Assembly election with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi leading the attack on AAP.

STa & UgdH HCdlg H, IRAT SieTdr 9l (BIP) / el faremerasim

‘
Power play: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Delhi Lieutenant-
Governor V.K, Saxena in New Delhi on January 3. pTi

tional capital in May 2022,
and two, a change in law in
May 2023.

Major moves

Though the AAP had run-
ins with the previous L-Gs
too, the friction between
the AAP and the Gover-

nor’s office worsened to
unprecedented levels un-
der Mr. Saxena’s tenure,
who unlike his two prede-
cessors was not a retired
IAS officer and was seen by
many as close to the BJP at
the Centre.

Within two months of

his appointment, Mr. Saxe-
na in July 2022 recom-
mended a CBI probe into
the Delhi excise policy,
which led to the arrest of
top AAP leaders, including
party chief Arvind Kejriwal
and his deputy, Manish Si-
sodia.

Both of them, who are
out on bail, lost the 2025
Delhi election, delivering a
big blow to the AAP.

The second factor of the
change in law happened in
May 2023.

Delhi is essentially a Un-
ion Territory with an As-
sembly, and land, police,
and law and order were
under the control of the
L-G. This led to the run-ins
between the AAP and the
L-G since it came to power
in Delhi in 2013. Also, who

controls top bureaucrats
was a major bone of
contention.

On May 11, 2023, a Con-
stitution Bench of the Su-
preme Court gave the
elected government of Del-
hi the power to make laws
and wield control over the
bureaucrats, except for
matters related to public
order, police, and land. But
on May 19, the Centre is-
sued an ordinance effec-
tively negating the May 11
top court judgment and
gave the L-G the final say
on issues concerning top
bureaucrats.

This has made a drastic
change in how the Delhi
government functions, and
now files in some cases are
sent by officials directly to
the L-G. The AAP leaders

kept raising the issue that
the officials were not listen-
ing to them and were un-
dermining and stalling dif-
ferent  projects and
schemes on the directions
of the BJP at the Centre
through the L-G. The BJP
dismissed it and termed it
AAP’s politics.

‘Historic win’

“It is a historic win and not
a usual victory as the peo-
ple of Delhi have shown
the door to ‘AAP-da’. Delhi
has become Aapda-mukt,”
Mr. Modi said.

Though the term ‘AAP-
da’ was used only for a lit-
tle over a month by the BJP
in the run-up to the elec-
tion, its intended meaning
was in the making for
about three years.

T & faw raen sfdae o B, s yueesh aig A1 @ AAP
I FHET Aol U Acqea

BJP fought the election on Modi’s leadership and “Modi’s guarantee”, without

announcing a chief ministerial face.

BJP & I A & aAqed 3 AN A IRE v a3y, e fond gegwd ug &

3FHAIGaR T gvom U

Another key figure in this election was Lieutenant Governor (L-G) V.K. Saxena,

appointed by the central government, who kept AAP and Arvind Kejriwal on edge.
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G) d.&. wFdaw, Tegia AAP 3R 3rfg Fodiara # gRF 7 &
On January 3, PM Modi coined the term “AAP-da” (disaster), stating that Delhi had
suffered under AAP for 10 years and promised to remove this “disaster”.

3 Steradl &Y, v A F "AAP-da” (3T9ET) 2Teg T, 3R Fer fF feeelt Roar 10 aut
¥ AAP Y "9Er JT W& ¢, 3R 3/ TeH A FT a1eT R

Modi’s speeches focused on two main points: lack of development in Delhi and
corruption within AAP.

A & smyor & AEw Rgt W Hed & Reeh & R 1 FA i AAP F

AR |

BJP had been laying the groundwork for this campaign for over three years through
two major moves:

BJP Roa e auf ¥ s@ 3 i sfig & 72 Feat & kT @ & o6
o Appointment of L-G V.K. Saxena in May 2022.

#$ 2022 7 L-G ¥, wden & fgfFal
o Alegal change in May 2023, affecting Delhi’s governance.

AS 2023 7 feelt #Y AW SHTEAT F AT FIA ATAT Flefed! TG |

Major moves
ALY A

Though AAP had past conflicts with previous L-Gs, the tensions peaked under V.K.
Saxena’s tenure.

gIAth AAP &1 g #ft L-G & &1y ot i Rufa @ off, afd .. gaadam &
G A I§ WA W 9§ 7|

Unlike his two predecessors, Saxena was not a retired IAS officer and was
considered close to BJP.

3va At qaafeat & Rl sadear darfaga IAS fasd a8t 433 BIP &

FON & T F @1 ATGT A7

Within two months of his appointment (July 2022), he recommended a CBI probe
into Delhi’s excise policy, leading to the arrest of top AAP leaders including Arvind
Kejriwal and Manish Sisodia.

el gfFa & o #de & sfiar (s 2022), 37 Rl i amawrdy Aifa i
CBI arg Fr R i, Gwd 3Rfg Fodiare 3 Ay [afear afka ofi¥ AAP
a3t A PREar §?|

Both Kejriwal and Sisodia, who are out on bail, lost the 2025 Delhi election,
delivering a major blow to AAP.

Forfiarer A AT, S sAEa W ARy 2, 7 2025 R gare gR AT, fSad AAP
HI ST STCHT om|
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The second major factor was a change in Delhi’s governance law in May 2023.
AU YW FROT 7S 2023 7 feeht F awe Fe[a@ & agama o7l

Delhi, being a Union Territory with an Assembly, had land, police, and law & order
under L-G’s control, leading to frequent clashes with AAP since 2013.

*{eoll, ST Teh §E AT &1 (Union Territory) 8, # $f3, gfow 3R Fefa-sgaEyr L-G
F fAgaor & ff, a9 2013 @ AAP 3R L-G & i T9marR esa @1aT @

On May 11, 2023, the Supreme Court granted Delhi’s elected government control
over bureaucrats, except in police, land, and public order matters.

117§ 2023 F, ghA FIE 7 Reet A1 FaiRa @R w1 dAlwwamsl | @E=or &,
o” 4, ail“ﬁ' 3ﬁT |5|5‘\|5|-°5|3E21|| # Iia’iail ;“;k_"i ﬂ»‘l

On May 19, 2023, the Centre issued an ordinance reversing this Supreme Court

ruling, giving the final say on bureaucratic matters to L-G.

19 7§ 2023 Y, g WHR A TF HEIRT I X T FIE F 50 bwer F gae
e, 3k AtwemEt & At 7 ifaw Aok &1 APFR L-G Fr T =

This dramatically changed Delhi’s governance, with officials bypassing the AAP
government and sending files directly to L-G.

AU ool Y AT cuaedr & 957 dcara 3T, 3K AAFNAT & AAP TWHER FY
iR #X AT L-G  wrd Aot 4w F

AAP leaders alleged that officials were ignoring them, stalling projects, and acting
under BJP’s direction through L-G.

AAP Aam3T & 3T aemT fF AR 378 AoR3iers X W} &, TRASm3t & UF
W & 3IRL-G&F Aregw € BIP & &y @ &7 T @ &

BJP dismissed these claims, calling them AAP’s political tactics.

BJP &t a7 IR & @R f&Fam, 31X 50 AAP & Teeifas IoEfa samm|

‘Historic win’

ae@e sia

“It is a historic win,” said PM Modi, adding that Delhi has become “AAP-da-mukt”
(free from AAP’s disaster).

"gg vw aefE Sfa B, v A & @, 3R Sier & Rl 3 AAP-da-HEE
B g R

Though the term “AAP-da” was coined just a month before elections, its negative
message against AAP had been in the making for three years.

gIdife "AAP-da" Ueg T & TF Hel Tgol &1 ST IAT AT, fshed $HF AFRICHT
e 1 I Ao A aut & aa @ o
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Relief in tax
slabs has
stolen the
limelight’

BUDGETGAZING

|GS Paper lI: Taxation |
Sunil Badala

The Union Budget 2025 aims to
unlock India’s potential in its journey
to become a developed nation by
2047. Over the years, the Government
has introduced several reforms for
ease of doing business and reducing
compliances, such as faceless
assessment, taxpayers’ charter, faster
processing of returns, and the Vivad
se Vishwas scheme to settle disputes.
Continuing with these efforts, a new
Income Tax Bill is proposed to
provide tax certainty, simplification
and reduce tax litigation.

Of course, what has stolen the
limelight is the relief in the tax slabs
which has overshadowed all the other
announcements. This was a long
pending ask of the middle class and
the enhancement of tax exemption
limits will promote more liquidity,
boosting household consumption,
savings, investment, and uplift the
overall sentiment of the middle class.

Ease of doing business
Rationalisation of TDS / TCS
provisions for ease of doing business
is another long pending ask which has
been addressed. The extension of the
date of set up of operations, till 2030,
have been proposed for several
sectors in the IFSC - like ship and
aircraft leasing - which should give
investors a good long term horizon
view. Rationalisation of provisions for
arms-length price determination
should also help in certainty and
reducing litigation. Other tax
amendments focus on increasing
voluntary compliance by extending
the time limit to file updated tax
returns up to four years, support to
the startup ecosystem by extending
the sunset date by another five years,
introducing compliance obligations
for crypto assets, and harmonization
of provisions of significant economic
presence in India. A few key tax
expectations which did not find
mention were implementation of the
OECD’s BEPS 2.0 - Global Minimum
Tax, extension of the sunset date for
new manufacturing companies and
weighted deduction for R&D spends.

Consistency in GST changes

Most proposed GST amendments
align with ensuring consistency
without major surprises, including the
retrospective change that tightens
legal provisions by explicitly changing
“plant or machinery” to “plant and
machinery”. This is in line with the
government's intent to disallow input
tax credit on the construction of
immovable property; however, its
future impact remains to be seen. The
decision to not treat vouchers as
goods or services, thereby exempting
them from GST, offers welcome relief
to industry. Several steps have been
unveiled to streamline compliance,
support local firms and recalibrate
import duties. The Budget is a
testament to India's commitment to
foster a balanced and sustainable
economic environment. The
successful implementation of its
various initiatives will be crucial.
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Relief in tax slabs has stolen the limelight
T TG & Wed o giEA Tl

The Union Budget 2025 aims to unlock India’s potential in its journey
to become a developed nation by 2047.

FET FSE 2025 FT 35T AR Y &THAT F 3R FIAT § dTfh a8
2047 d% TH AFAT WSE a7 q&|

Over the years, the Government has introduced several reforms for ease of doing
business and reducing compliances.

aNl @, FHR o STIAT FIA H 3T 3R IqaTerall HY FH A & (o0 65 UR
o fFe gl

Reforms include faceless assessment, taxpayers’ charter, faster processing of
returns, and the Vivad se Vishwas scheme to settle disputes.

FURT # ST IFAWHT, FIGIA3T FT 9T, Neet f asr NARAT, 3R faarg fges
F fov Rae ¥ Rea A= afae g

Continuing with these efforts, a new Income Tax Bill is proposed to provide tax
certainty, simplification, and reduce tax litigation.

ST AT T TR IWA §U, T AT AR [OId geafad fhar amar § difes
eyRar, aeleeor 3R wY faael & w#Ht g o T

Of course, what has stolen the limelight is the relief in the tax slabs, which has
overshadowed all the other announcements.

AfRTa & O, FT FlT & gd o ¥ 37 ayomsit F NS 33 fear ik e R+
eI HTHNT RaT)

This was a long pending demand of the middle class, and the enhancement of tax
exemption limits will promote more liquidity, boosting household consumption,
savings, investment, and uplift the overall sentiment of the middle class.

Ig ALY q A & FAT ¥ dfaa Aer A, 3 FE ge i @i goe @ 31f0F e,
e 3TN, T4, AU S Forar Foem IR AT T A qHA 1T At @it

Ease of doing business

SATUT Fl A T

Rationalisation of TDS / TCS provisions for ease of doing business is another long
pending demand that has been addressed.

I F K It & fov ey / Aoy graurel w1 IFaHOr 0 W qHT
afae aer O, o8 g R o g
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The extension of the date of set-up of operations till 2030 has been proposed for
several sectors in the IFSC like ship and aircraft leasing, which should give
investors a good long-term horizon view.

2030 % gRETeT ¥F F f Ty F Rearn &1 g&a@ IFSC & F§ &1 S Jerar
IR e ffSiar & fov fnar orn &, Srad foderst it ddwfas efewior freem

Rationalisation of provisions for arms-length price determination should also help
in certainty and reducing litigation.

IFE-dY He fAURer & grauEt w1 FRFawor o fPeRar ik fFEet # w9 w1 A7
HEE HM|

Other tax amendments focus on increasing voluntary compliance by extending the
time limit to file updated tax returns up to four years.

3T FY HMUT FREF e 1 go W Fiod §, w0 3ases ax Reet wga
F T AT AT IR T aF T8 TE

Support to the startup ecosystem by extending the sunset date by another five
years.

TEEHT SHIATCH B FATA S & Tov gade fAfy «r gra arer 3 gor fr =)

Introducing compliance obligations for crypto assets, and harmonization of
provisions of significant economic presence in India.

fircer wuforat & v srequreer aifrcat it gesna, 3R saRa & Agcayet snfds
Iufeyfa & gyl &1 AT |
A few key tax expectations which did not find mention were:
FO YT FX IUETT S Seallld el I T8
o Implementation of the OECD’s BEPS 2.0 - Global Minimum Tax.
OECD & BEPS 2.0 - 3Ra® #qaads &I 1 FAwade |
o Extension of the sunset date for new manufacturing companies.
a5 RfAAr sufaal F v gade @A F1 [ear)
o Weighted deduction for R&D spends.
IR U3 3t @l & fAv ez B

Consistency in GST changes

GST 9Rad«r & fran

Most proposed GST amendments align with ensuring consistency without major
surprises.

SEATiad GST wanerer uvar gfafaa F@ & fav g, e fFlt 93 agama &)

A retrospective change that tightens legal provisions by explicitly changing “plant or
machinery” to “plant and machinery”.

TF qEedTd) 9EdTa, Sl FTefa! Il Y AT Hdl g, orad "vaie a1 7l
"eaie Us Afed w1 eI g
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o This aligns with the government's intent to disallow input tax credit on the
construction of immovable property, but its future impact remains to be seen.

Ig Iraa Wiy & faAfor o geqe W i3 Y aedliFad w9 F TWER F /W& H
3IEYT B, oifehet swen sifasy woa a@e ah B

e The decision to not treat vouchers as goods or services, thereby exempting them
from GST, offers welcome relief to the industry.

AFER F TEG AT WA F T H T AR 1 @AvT, TE0 578 GSTH ge A, se@h
¥ fov v w@rE W9 T

o Several steps have been unveiled to streamline compliance, support local firms,
and recalibrate import duties.

ATl T A Sellel, TATAT Fafaal F FoAder & AR AT e FF T
FARST 0 & T F$ eq 317 v

e The Budget is a testament to India's commitment to foster a balanced and
sustainable economic environment.

Ig Joic AR i gfaagear &1 yAvr g & 9 @gfad 3 wad s aramawor &
JoTdT ¢elT dTedT gl

e The successful implementation of its various initiatives will be crucial.

39+ e ggal 1 a6d FReadsr Ageaqor gem|
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Netanyahu’s ‘Palestinian state
on Saudi land’ remark flayed

GS Paper Il: Regional
AlGrouping

| &

RIYADH

Saudi Arabia and other
Arab countries on Sunday
condemned remarks by Is-
rael’s Prime Minister who
appeared to suggest in an
interview that a Palestinian
state could be established
on Saudi territory.

Benjamin Netanyahu’s
remarks, which some Is-
raeli media characterised
as a joke, came with the re-
gion already on edge fol-
lowing Mr. Trump’s propo-
sal for relocating Gazans.

Arab League chief
Ahmed Aboul Gheit said
Sunday that the thinking
behind Mr. Netanyahu'’s re-
marks “is unacceptable
and reflects a complete de-
tachment from reality”,
adding that such ideas “are
nothing more than mere
fantasies or illusions”.

The Saudi foreign minis-

i R,

S AR S 2 -
Dire straits: A Gaza resident poses in front of his destroyed home in

S~ ]
Ee e e ]

Jabalia in the northern part of the Strip on Saturday, AFp

try stressed “its categorical
rejection to such
statements”.

In a television interview
on Thursday, right-wing Is-
raeli journalist Yaakov Bar-
dugo was discussing with
Mr. Netanyahu the pros-
pect of diplomatic normal-
isation with Saudi Arabia
when he appeared to mis-
speak, attributing to Ri-
yadh the stance that there

would be “no progress
without a Saudi state”.

“Palestinian state?” Mr.
Netanyahu corrected him.

“Unless you want the
Palestinian state to be in
Saudi Arabia,” the Israeli
premier quipped. “They
(the Saudis) have plenty of
territory.”

Mr. Bardugo responded
that he did “not rule this
out”.

Netanyahu’s ‘Palestinian
state on Saudi land’
remark flayed

Adeag H TG A W
fefaedie s feoaolt &
faer

Saudi Arabia and other Arab
countries on Sunday
condemned remarks by
Israel’s Prime Minister, who
appeared to suggest in an
interview that a Palestinian
state could be established
on Saudi territory.

T34 NG 3R 3T 3RT ot
o IAAR F oA F

TEIHAT Y fecgforay Y fAer &, Fad 3sgia v dneiceR &
g fear & Afaedh o #t wd &7 F varfa R o
dhdT gl

o Benjamin Netanyahu’s remarks, which some Israeli media characterised as a joke,
came with the region already on edge following Mr. Trump’s proposal for relocating
Gazans.

SonfAe Adearg 1 feeaiont, 59 Fo segel #ifzar A #wems R o, W wH g
3 S &9 Ygol A & A €U o amerr Rarfaal i TUEaRd FA & IEdid § dd1d
H )
e Arab League chief Ahmed Aboul Gheit said on Sunday that the thinking behind Mr.

Netanyahu’s remarks "is unacceptable and reflects a complete detachment from
reality," adding that such ideas "are nothing more than mere fantasies or illusions."

mmé:qg@mmmﬁzﬁmaﬁwﬁ:mﬁ%mﬁﬁ%m
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T T IEPA & 3R TE ghRd § 7 AE Fer g3 e, IR Tg o Fer b 57 W@

& faar "% weaaATe a1 57 AT §1”

e The Saudi foreign ministry stressed "its categorical rejection to such statements."
T3 R FAAeT A 39 aXg A et @ gl avg Eier e W SR e

e Inatelevision interview on Thursday, right-wing Israeli journalist Yaakov Bardugo
was discussing with Mr. Netanyahu the prospect of diplomatic normalisation with

Saudi Arabia when he appeared to misspeak, attributing to Riyadh the stance that
there would be "no progress without a Saudi state."

THAR F Teh Sehfaster WTTehR &, fAvraet FoRIgel TR AT TR Ad-arg 5
Y TG IR & HY Fealliad Faul HT FACT Tl I FHEAT R T=T 3 9,
S 3Rl el & RAE FY Tg Fedd §U 3eyd fohar & a3t I9 F e FE
wIrfar g gl

o "Palestinian state?" Mr. Netanyahu corrected him.
"RRfaFde Tsa?" Adeag A 3¢ S T

e "Unless you want the Palestinian state to be in Saudi Arabia," the Israeli premier
quipped. "They (the Saudis) have plenty of territory."

"SIT dh 3T Fefaedie T & @3 3RT H 81 IW@AT IEd," SRSl THTHAHAT o
HASTThAT gl | Fgll "I 9 (ma:qm)agaaﬁmaﬁr%l"

e Mr. Bardugo responded that he did "not rule this out."

AN aRgM A Faw 7 % a5 3@ "FwRa 7@ &l

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il1: Economy, Science & Technology,
Environment, Disaster Management, Internal Security)

1. 31 Maoists, 2 jawans killed in Chhattisgarh encounter /

A HASAT A 31 ABNEE AR T, 2 FaT ARG
2. SIT led by CBI arrests four in Tirupati laddu adulteration
case / M1 & Agea arell THITEE F favufer o153

fAdmae AT & IR A F PAREaR R
3. A gift horse’s teeth / 39gR & fA< 913 & g9
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4. An aerospace expo to further India’s global presence /

R 1 Ias 3ufeyfa # 3wt To= F v
TIUEIH TFHIT

5. India’s opportunity at the Al Action Summit / T3S T
AT & ARa & AT 3aw

6. What does the Budget offer Railways? / §57¢ & {dd &

IR H AT FgT AT §2
7. How has the Budget allocated funds for urban

development? / g5Te & gl AT & v FH IR o=
smafed e aram g2

8. Plan to amend nuclear liability law may enthuse
American, French firms / 9#ATO] &1Rca FTeler & Faere

A AT FARNE, A FafAAT F SHRT FT TFhdT ¢
9. ‘Maintain a diary to track irregular periods’ / ‘3rfaaf&a
ARA® g W Ao @ & v & sl qaw @

10. Global confidence in India’s aerospace capabilities
is growing, says Rajnath Singh / IRd &1 TIFIH
sTAAI W ARTH AT 95 W@ §: oAy R

11. U.S. aircraft to be a major draw at Aero India / TIQ
SR o AR R gl s T

12. Sinuses: little balloons in the face / 9T81d; W8t W
BIC TeaR
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31 Maoists, 2 jawans killed
in Chhattisgarh encounter

|GS Paper lil: Naxalism |

Shubhomoy Sikdar
RAIPUR

In the biggest anti-Maoist
operation of the year, at
least 31 alleged extremists
were gunned down by se-
curity forces in Bijapur dis-
trict of Chhattisgarh on
Sunday, the police said.

Two security personnel
were killed and two in-
jured in the gun battle.

Inspector-General  of
Police (Bastar Range) P.
Sundarraj said the encoun-
ter had taken place when a
security team conducted a
search in the National Park
jungles on a tip-off about
the presence of Maoists.

“The encounter began
around 8 a.m., and the ex-
change of fire continued in-
termittently till 4 p.m. The
bodies of 31 uniformed
Maoists — 20 men and 11
women — were recovered,”
Mr. Sundarraj said.

The bodies of head con-
stable Naresh Dhruv of the
District Reserve Guards
and constable Vasit Raote

One of the two constables injured in an encounter with Maoists

)

being brought to a private hospital in Raipur on Sunday. AnI

of the Special Task Force
were taken to the district
headquarters. The two in-
jured personnel, said to be
out of danger, were flown
to Raipur for treatment.
Arms and ammunition,
including AK-47, INSAS and
.303 rifles and grenade
launchers, were reco-
vered, the police said.
Chhattisgarh  Deputy
Chief Minister Vijay Shar-
ma said nearly 650 person-
nel took part in the opera-
tion in areas along the
Chhattisgarh-Maharashtra

boundary, a Maoist haven.
With this, 65 Maoists had
been killed this year in the
Bastar region.

In total, at least 81
Maoists had been killed in
the first 40 days of 2025, a
figure that translates to two
killed every day. In 2024, a
year that saw intensifica-
tion of the anti-Maoist cam-
paign in Chhattisgarh, 239
Maoists were gunned
down.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

31 Maoists, 2 jawans
killed in Chhattisgarh
encounter

Sdag H{SHs A 31
ANEE AR AT, 2 Sai
AL

Biggest Anti-Maoist Operation of
the Year

¥ & N F37 TA-ANEE AR

o At least 31 alleged extremists were
gunned down by security forces in
Bijapur district of Chhattisgarh on
Sunday, the police said.

R 5t oedlwre & fiemR o &
&Nl GaRT FH § FA 31 FAT
3grarfedl #1 AR PR aw=m, gfew &
&gl

e Two security personnel were killed
and two injured in the gun battle.

& guam FfAat f Ala @ 7§ sk @

U g gl

e Inspector-General of Police
(Bastar Range) P. Sundarraj said the
encounter took place when a security

team conducted a search in the National Park jungles on a tip-off about the presence
of Maoists.

gmmﬁm(wﬁ)ﬁ.gm#wﬁ;@ﬁgmmgémgwmm
a Fsfarfeat At AlsEelt i gaor W T 9 F Serar A qonelt

e The encounter began around 8 a.m., and the exchange of fire continued intermittently till
4 p.m.

#oNT G 8 TS F AU YT g8, AR MMl 1 Ier-ver A 4 791 TF TR

Terl
e The bodies of 31 uniformed Maoists—20 men and 11 women—were recovered.

31 9ga §U ATHGIE W20 TV R 11 ARG He v
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e The bodies of head constable Naresh Dhruv of the District Reserve Guards and
constable Vasit Raote of the Special Task Force were taken to the district
headquarters.

forar Rerd e & FqEg Fivead W g9 IR RAAY FF 900 F Fieeaa af@a
A F o AT qgEIET AR A0

e The two injured personnel were flown to Raipur for treatment and are said to be out of
danger.

ar ard HAET Y sarer F T IR A9 24w AR FEr o fF F @ @ 9w F

e Arms and ammunition, including AK-47, INSAS, and .303 rifles and grenade
launchers, were recovered.

AR 3t Mer-aree, fed AK-47, INSAS 31X .303 TB%ed 3T 343 dieax nfAe

t, WA fFT v

e Chhattisgarh Deputy Chief Minister Vijay Sharma said nearly 650 personnel took
part in the operation in areas along the Chhattisgarh-Maharashtra boundary, a Maoist
haven.

SNIG F IYHETHA AT qAT F FeT F qIHer 650 FAA F SHAIG-HERISE
i F =t & AntaRAt F e F dirweE & smr omm

e With this, 65 Maoists had been killed this year in the Bastar region.
SHF UIY, 59 a¥ T &9 H 65 ATHGE AR AT g

o Intotal, at least 81 Maoists had been killed in the first 40 days of 2025, a figure that
translates to two Killed every day.

Fol et 2025 & gt 40 R F F74 ¥ F7 81 AMEE AR v §, S wfake @
AR ST $r g7 F @i B

e In 2024, a year that saw intensification of the anti-Maoist campaign in Chhattisgarh,
239 Maoists were gunned down.

2024 &, v 0GT a¥ Oua odldee & vd-AaRe FRA 1 dsr R, 239
HATHEE AR T
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SIT led by CBI arrests
four in Tirupati laddu
adulteration case

|GS Paper lll: S&T

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

A Special Investigation
Team (SIT) led by the CBI
has arrested four people in
connection with the al-
leged adulteration of the fa-
mous Tirupati laddus of-
fered as prasad to devotees
at Sri Venkateswara Swamy
Temple, officials said.

Those arrested have
been identified as Vipin
Jain, Pomil Jain, Apoorva
Chawda, and Raju Raja-
sekharan, they said.

On the orders of the Su-
preme Court, the CBI set
up a five-member SIT in
November last year to in-
vestigate the allegations of
the use of animal fat in
making Tirupati laddus.

In its October 4, 2024 or-
der, the apex court, after
hearing the petitions by
BJP leader Subramanian
Swamy and YSRCP Rajya
Sabha MP YV. Subba Red-
dy, among others, said the
probe into the allegation of
using animal fat in making
the laddu would be con-
ducted by the SIT and will
be supervised by the CBI
director.

Political row

Andhra Pradesh CM N.
Chandrababu Naidu in Sep-
tember claimed that ani-
mal fat was being used in
preparing Tirupati laddus
during the previous Y.S. Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy-led re-
gime in the State, triggering
a massive political row.
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SIT led by CBI arrests four in Tirupati
laddu adulteration case

A3 F Aqea arelt THITES A
foeafar @53 Pemae ae & I &t
# FRFar f&ar

CBI Arrests Four in Tirupati Laddu Adulteration Case
fogufar @3z Pamae e & ddang a a/ et #
fRTrar T

. A Special Investigation Team (SIT) led by the CBI
has arrested four people in connection with the alleged
adulteration of the famous Tirupati laddus offered as
prasad to devotees at Sri Venkateswara Swamy
Temple.

HH13mS ganT Adfcad v Ry /g (SIT) 7 fAwafa
33 H ST AamEe § 3 T gear # AR At A
faReraR o 8, St 4t deeaw wamlt AT A sredl &
VG & &9 A QU S gl

. Those arrested have been identified as Vipin Jain,
Pomil Jain, Apoorva Chawda, and Raju Rajasekharan.

IRFAR T 91T el dr ggare e SAe, e sie, 3rqat amEsT iR e TerdE
T HES
e On the orders of the Supreme Court, the CBI set up a five-member SIT in November

last year to investigate the allegations of the use of animal fat in making Tirupati
laddus.

FRA FIE F e R, WN3E 7 A qrer e 7 9ier AT SIT H7 a76a R
o, o faeafar 93g 9= & 9 qWT & EAATST & IRUT AT S S ST Tl

o Inits October 4, 2024 order, the apex court, after hearing the petitions by BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy and YSRCP Rajya Sabha MP Y.V. Subba Reddy, among

others, said the probe into the allegation of using animal fat in making the laddu would
be conducted by the SIT and will be supervised by the CBI director.

4 AT 2024 T HUA Th G A, Hafed ~ar e o fAd Aqr FaeAvawr Far
3R YSRCP UsIWT |G Y.V, eal 333N Al 37 T A3 W Foars & a7,
gl Toh foeafar aIgg =rer A 93] a1 3UANeT & IR T S SIT ganT Hr Sreeh
3R qhT AR Hihams faeers F7|
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e Andhra Pradesh CM N. Chandrababu Naidu in September claimed that animal fat
was being used in preparing Tirupati laddus during the previous Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy-led regime in the State, triggering a massive political row.
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A gift horse’s teeth
Higher allocations are not enough
to boost scientific research
T he Budget 2025-26 announcements sug-

gest a potential bonanza for scientific re-
search and development. The Finance
Minister outlined ¥20,000 crore budgetary sup-
port for developing small modular reactors, with
the goal of readying five such reactors by 2033.
Another major initiative is the Research, Deve-
lopment, and Innovation fund, included in the
Department of Science and Technology (DST)’s
expected expenditure. This substantial allocation
is expected to benefit start-ups and sunrise sec-
tors, though these remain undefined. The expec-
tation is that private sector entities will receive fi-
nancial support to boost R&D, a domain
historically dominated by government spending.
India’s R&D landscape has long suffered from low
private sector participation. While government
funding has driven most scientific advance-
ments, private investment in research has re-
mained inadequate. Currently, private sector
R&D contribution is only 36%; overall R&D
spending in India was 0.64% of GDP in 2020, the
lowest since 1995. Over the last five years, busi-
ness enterprises have accounted for around 40%
of government R&D expenditure. Public sector
R&D units allocated only 0.30% of their sales tur-
nover to research, compared to 1.46% by the priv-
ate sector in 2020-21, according to DST estimates.
The government’s 320,000 crore infusion
hikes the DST’s total budgetary allocation to
around 28,000 crore, over three times last
year’s allocation and seven times the actual ex-
penditure in 2023-24. These figures are encourag-
ing, but a key concern is whether such massive
investments can be effectively absorbed. Despite
India’s strengths in technology-driven sectors
such as fuel, metallurgy, pharmaceuticals, tex-
tiles, IT, and biotechnology, returns from core
R&D and intellectual property generation are still
meagre. Though the government has launched
ambitious missions in quantum computing, artif-
icial intelligence, and other cutting-edge technol-
ogies, the supporting infrastructure remains in-
adequate. India still lacks the essential building
blocks, chipsets, semiconductor fabs, a skilled
engineering workforce, and a strong innovation
ecosystem, to fully capitalise on these invest-
ments. Without these, the lofty targets set for
R&D growth risk falling short. The government
must present a clear road map on how private
sector entities can access these funds and what
tangible benefits the public can expect. In-
creased funding alone will not guarantee success
unless structural bottlenecks are addressed. To
truly transform India into a research power-
house, the focus must shift to strengthening foun-
dational infrastructure, incentivising private in-
novation, and ensuring long-term, sustainable
engagement from industry leaders.

Address :
Email Id :
Contact N
Website :

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

umber : 9971932488

patrioticias.in

Page46


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

Animal fat refers to fat derived from animals, typically from their meat, milk, or tissues. It is
primarily composed of triglycerides and can be saturated or unsaturated.

Types of Animal Fats:

Tallow — Rendered fat from beef or mutton.

Lard — Rendered fat from pigs.

Butterfat — Found in dairy products like butter and ghee.

Fish oil — Derived from fatty fish like salmon and cod.

Chicken fat (Schmaltz) — Rendered fat from poultry.

agbhwhpE

A gift horse’s teeth
IER A fAd 913 & g

e The Finance Minister outlined 20,000 crore budgetary support for developing small
modular reactors, with the goal of readying five such reactors by 2033.

faa #3l 21 220,000 F3 T ToET FAYA B AeR Rugedi & e & favw
gEdIad o, TagenT o1& 2033 d& ¥ 9T RuFey IR &1L

e Another major initiative is the Research, Development, and Innovation fund, included
in the Department of Science and Technology (DST)’s expected expenditure.

fyemmer (DST) & 3giieia @< & enfde foam amr g

e This substantial allocation is expected to benefit start-ups and sunrise sectors, though
these remain undefined.

30 AR e o TErE-3req 3R AeRsst AFed 1 oo Aoy : 3+ g, grenifr o
318l g e & 2

e The expectation is that private sector entities will receive financial support to boost
R&D, a domain historically dominated by government spending.

Ig 37 HI I W § o @S & Y FFAT R&D HT FordT o & fov o
FETIdT 9o &M, ST historically TR @t garT AEd @7 8l

¢ India’'s R&D landscape has long suffered from low private sector participation.
HRA &1 R&D IRTeT o Tay & fAsh &y i sefierdt & &ar & wenfad @ 8l

e While government funding has driven most scientific advancements, private
investment in research has remained inadequate.

STt RN BiEar 7 310 danfae gerfa & aRa Far &, o &7 f3sh gy
39ATT TET B

e Currently, private sector R&D contribution is only 36%; overall R&D spending in
India was 0.64% of GDP in 2020, the lowest since 1995.

gade &, fasht &t FT R&D ANETT Shaol 36% ¢; IR A Fof R&D @H 2020 # GDP
FT 0.64% AT, S 1995 & §1¢ T GO HH AT
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o Over the last five years, business enterprises have accounted for around 40% of
government R&D expenditure.

o giw a5t &, saaurfs 3egaAl 7 GIFERY R&D @H T oaTsaT 40% feeam forar g

e Public sector R&D units allocated only 0.30% of their sales turnover to research,
compared to 1.46% by the private sector in 2020-21, according to DST estimates.

gfsaer AFeX R&D SHIBAT o 3791 fashY TA3MaT FT hdot 0.30% 2T & forw 3mafed
foram, Safeh 2020-21 & sl &1 A 1.46% 3mdfed R, DST HFATT & ITAR|

e The government’s 20,000 crore infusion hikes the DST’s total budgetary allocation
to around 28,000 crore, over three times last year’s allocation and seven times the
actual expenditure in 2023-24.

TIHR T 20,000 FNF T AU DST & FoT TSI TS 1 G 87T 228,000
FU3 AT &1 8, i ot a¥ & 3Mdee &1 ofiel I HR 2023-24 & IR T &l

T =T B
o These figures are encouraging, but a key concern is whether such massive investments
can be effectively absorbed.

A 3Thg IcHgololh &, dfched Teh JH@ T g & o a1 Sl ot fAaeil «r germdy
&I @ 39T AT S Fhar B

o Despite India’s strengths in technology-driven sectors such as fuel, metallurgy,
pharmaceuticals, textiles, IT, and biotechnology, returns from core R&D and
intellectual property generation are still meagre.

glelifeh HRA H $UT, UTgFA, PR RFew, F931, 1T, 3R st dlemfafr sia
Seafahr-3mnia et # aehd €, dfehd 7o R&D 3R dlgfe wwar ator & amsr
373l & wer

e Though the government has launched ambitious missions in guantum computing,

artificial intelligence, and other cutting-edge technologies, the supporting
infrastructure remains inadequate.

glelifeh AIHR o FATEH Hegfeer, FHRAA qefbwmr, 3R 37 3eaa wiefafeat
Aecarshiell TR & T &, Afher T Sraeae 36l o 3r9ded g

« India still lacks the essential building blocks, chipsets, semiconductor fabs, a skilled
engineering workforce, and a strong innovation ecosystem, to fully capitalise on
these investments.

AR & 918 3767 ot 37 faei &1 qu et 3o & forw smavas fRfess sare,
aRfEufadt aa $r F g

e Without these, the lofty targets set for R&D growth risk falling short.
g [T, R&D & & foT AuiRa 3 @8 @ 8 & @ &

e The government must present a clear road map on how private sector entities can
access these funds and what tangible benefits the public can expect.

WHR HT Th T PSHY T AT TRT o fsh &3 i weume 59 thgq i
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e Increased funding alone will not guarantee success unless structural bottlenecks are
addressed.

hael S¢T g% faRa HErIaT AheldT T AR A¢T &N, ST eh WIAATCHSF g g7
STEr T S|
e To truly transform India into a research powerhouse, the focus must shift to

strengthening foundational infrastructure, incentivising private innovation, and
ensuring long-term, sustainable engagement from industry leaders.

HR T Ueh IHTEYTT ATFT 7 T Taolad & AU, STl ATURSF TG HY FHolqd
Y, fslt TR S Werfed S, 3R 3@ A3t & e, TR S5/
FlARTT I W glar =T
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An aerospace expo to further India’s global presence

|GS Paper Iii: Defence |

ero India 2025, which is being held at the

Indian Air Force station at Yelahanka in

Bengaluru (February 10-14), is more than
just an exhibition. It is a platform for innovation,
strategic alliances, and technological
advancement. The edition this year promises to
redefine the standards of aerospace expositions
and elevate India’s global presence in the aviation
sector.

As the 15th edition, the show is set to become a
landmark event in India’s journey towards
self-reliance in defence production. Under the
leadership of the Prime Minister, Narendra Modi,
this premier air show has grown to become a
global hub for aerospace innovation,
collaboration, and strategic partnerships. The
theme this year, “The Runway to a Billion
Opportunities’, encapsulates India’s commitment
to fostering cutting-edge advancements in
defence technology while opening new doors for
international collaboration.

A rapid transformation from the 1990s

As the Secretary (Defence Production), it is a
matter of great pride for this writer to witness the
remarkable transformation of India’s aerospace
and defence manufacturing capabilities. What
began in 1996 as a modest aviation exposition,
has, today, evolved into one of the most
significant global defence events.

With an ever-increasing footprint, Aero India
now attracts top-tier defence manufacturers,
policymakers, industry leaders and visionaries
from across the world. Past editions have
witnessed extensive participation from industry
players and innovators, and Aero India 2025 is
poised to surpass milestones, serving as a
dynamic platform to propel India’s defence
production and technological prowess onto the
global stage.

Aero India 2025 is set to witness participation
from leading global and domestic defence
manufacturers, reaffirming its status as a premier
defence and aerospace exhibition. A total of 106
original equipment manufacturers (OEMs),
including 55 foreign OEMs from 19 countries such

Sanjeev Kumar

is Secretary (Defence
Production), Ministry
of Defence,

Government of India

Aero India 2025
will highlight
India’s intent to
emerge as a
global leader in
defence and
aerospace
production

as Brazil, France, Israel, Japan, Russia, South
Korea, the United Kingdom and the United States
have already confirmed their presence. Sixteen
defence public sector undertakings (DPSUs) have
also confirmed their participation. Additionally,
35 Indian OEMs, including industry giants such as
Larsen & Toubro, Bharat Forge Ltd, Adani
Defence & Aerospace, Mahindra Defence Systems
Limited, BrahMos Aerospace, Ashok Leyland
Defence, Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited
(BHEL), and Electronics Corporation of India
Limited (ECIL), will showcase their cutting-edge
advancements, reflecting the growing synergy
between the public and private sectors in
bolstering India’s defence manufacturing
ecosystem.

Highlights of the exposition

For the first time, the exposition will feature two
of the world’s most advanced fighter jets, the
Russian Su-57 and the American F-35. These
cutting-edge aircraft will offer aviation experts
and enthusiasts a rare opportunity to analyse
their capabilities and performance. The Su-57 is
engineered for superior stealth and agility, and
the F-35 is renowned for its technological
superiority. This unprecedented participation
signals India’s role as a central player in global
defence diplomacy and aerospace progress.

India will showcase a model of its fifth
generation aircraft ‘Advanced Medium Combat
Aircraft’ (AMCA), which is in the development
stage. The indigenous design and development of
this twin engine fifth generation stealth fighter
aircraft, with 75% domestic content, will propel
India into a select league of nations having the
capacity to make their own fifth generation
aircraft.

Another most anticipated segment that will be
on show in Bengaluru is ‘Manthan’, a dedicated
platform to promote start-ups and innovation in
the aerospace and defence sectors. The event will
showcase pioneering advancements from Indian
start-ups at the iDEX (Innovations for Defence
Excellence) pavilion, reinforcing the
government's commitment to fostering

home-grown solutions that cater to domestic and
international defence requirements. The Indian
pavilion will serve as a testament to the country’s
firm commitment to ‘Make in India’ and
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’, displaying an impressive
array of indigenous defence manufacturing
capabilities and state-of-the-art technologies.

The visitor experience

In order to ensure a seamless experience for the
over seven lakh visitors expected in this edition,
significant improvements have been made in
collaboration with the national and State
authorities. Key enhancements include:
optimised traffic flow made possible by expanded
roads, designated routes, and real-time
monitoring to ease congestion; enhanced
transport services such as comfortable shuttle
options to facilitate trouble-free access for
attendees; robust security arrangements in the
form of a multi-tiered security strategy with
advanced surveillance, ensuring the highest
safety standards; comfort-driven amenities as
spacious halls, increased seating zones, improved
dining facilities, and dedicated assistance booths
for visitor convenience, and a specialised Aero
India 2025 application for updates, schedules,
and navigation assistance in real time.

Beyond the static exhibition of cutting-edge
military aircraft, visitors will witness an
enthralling aerial display, offering a glimpse into
India’s growing air combat and technological
prowess. Additionally, aerospace and defence
seminars, live technology demonstrations, and
interactive sessions will provide industry
stakeholders and enthusiasts, valuable insights
into the latest advancements in these rapidly
evolving sectors.

Aero India 2025 is a definitive statement of
India’s intent to emerge as a global leader in
defence and aerospace production. As the nation
strides towards achieving greater self-reliance in
defence manufacturing, this event serves as a
crucial catalyst in bridging technological gaps,
fostering innovation, and strengthening
international partnerships.

An aerospace expo to further India’s global presence

IR & dRTF 3ufTafa #' 39T Jo= & v v IRET

TFHar

Aero India 2025: More Than Just an Exhibition
T 39T 2025: Fad TH yGA ¥ el JA+w

e Aero India 2025, held at the Indian Air Force station at Yelahanka in Bengaluru from
February 10-14, is a platform for innovation, strategic alliances, and technological

advancement.
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This year’s edition promises to redefine the standards of aerospace expositions and
elevate India’s global presence in the aviation sector.

58 ¥ 1 HEROT AT yetfaat & ATl o gor: aRenf¥a s 3 awa A
ARgF 3uftufa = RAET a3 & g &1 arer Far &

As the 15th edition, the show is set to become a landmark event in India’s journey
towards self-reliance in defence production.

154 HEHIOT F T H, Ig M ARG & &1 39 H IcATRar 1 feem & v Aer
FT e Too) & o0 IR

Under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, this premier air show has
grown into a global hub for aerospace innovation, collaboration, and strategic
partnerships.

yuTHEA g AN & Aded A, I§ YA A ISl AT AR, FE, 3R
TARE TR & fav oF IRa® ggad 75 B

The theme this year, ‘The Runway to a Billion Opportunities’, encapsulates India’s
commitment to fostering cutting-edge advancements in defence technology and
opening new doors for international collaboration.

58 ay & favg fafdger srawt A @ 9Ra S @ e A sy yeri
&I Feral gt 3R FARTAT FEAT & AT AT exarer Welr & 9fa 9Ra $Hr gfaeewar
T gl B

A Rapid Transformation from the 1990s
1990 ¥ &UF ¥ TF dld TIIaXor

What began in 1996 as a modest aviation exposition, has today evolved into one of the
most significant global defence events.

a’rlggeﬁtra:mw%mmrqaahﬁa:mﬁaggmm,agmtraﬁﬂmq\u‘r
3Ras T FEFA H I IT g

With an ever-increasing footprint, Aero India now attracts top-tier defence
manufacturers, policymakers, industry leaders, and visionaries from across the
world.

Wé%mmwaaﬁgumma:maﬁ&-mﬁrtmﬁm,mﬁrﬁm,
3EANT AT, 3R gREeff F ARg R F 3rHNT R B

Past editions have seen extensive participation from industry players and innovators,
and Aero India 2025 is poised to surpass milestones, serving as a dynamic platform to
propel India’s defence production and technological prowess globally.

oo el 7 seair fRenfEat 3R Aavadst & caus aefiedr @ &, ik
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Aero India 2025: Participation and Major Manufacturers

w0 3T 2025: amefier 3R wE At

Aero India 2025 will see patrticipation from leading global and domestic defence
manufacturers, reaffirming its status as a premier defence and aerospace exhibition.

v 33 2025 & yopw AREF IR WX @ ATt S omherdr S@er @, s

S8 U AW T AR RAAee gedieh & w0 7 e fufa fr gite s

A total of 106 original equipment manufacturers (OEMSs), including 55 foreign OEMs
from 19 countries such as Brazil, France, Israel, Japan, Russia, South Korea, the
United Kingdom, and the United States have confirmed their presence.

%ol 106 HeT 3YHI0T fadATar (OEMs), foreret 19 ot & 55 fageft OEMs emfder €, s f&
o 3elr 3uteufa i qfite #r B

Sixteen defence public sector undertakings (DPSUs) have also confirmed their
participation.
HIelg T&T Adoifareh &1 3THAT (DPSUs) o 8ff 3el $efiery & gise & g

Additionally, 35 Indian OEMs, including industry giants such as Larsen & Toubro,
Bharat Forge Ltd, Adani Defence & Aerospace, Mahindra Defence Systems
Limited, BrahMos Aerospace, Ashok Leyland Defence, Bharat Heavy Electricals
Limited (BHEL), and Electronics Corporation of India Limited (ECIL), will showcase
their cutting-edge advancements.

g8 AR, 35 HRAT OEMs, et 36T Gerar SI¥ aieT TS gaft, AR ot
IMANF oels BEHE, R g sAfFerew fAfAes (BHEL), 3R solacifeidd HRURRIA
3t 33 fafdes (ECIL) anfdier €, el sreamyfass gerfar wefRia sien

These advancements reflect the growing synergy between the public and private
sectors in bolstering India’s defence manufacturing ecosystem.

g WA ++TTdotfareh 3R Al et & S dodt gegafa 1 gy §, S #Ra & T8
faaTor aRfRufadr @7 i Aoy w2

Highlights of the Exposition
yeeieh i FET Ravar

For the first time, the exposition will feature two of the world’s most advanced fighter
jets, the Russian Su-57 and the American F-35.

Tgell SR, Yool H gfadr & Fa@ Ieid a3 A€ Tl Su-57 3R @R F-35
v famar smeam|
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o These cutting-edge aircraft will offer aviation experts and enthusiasts a rare
opportunity to analyze their capabilities and performance.

T caryfash faaAre fRarer fRRval 3R 3 @t i 3o anred AR e #
TaQeIvOT & T Teh GolsT AR TeleT ial|

e The Su-57 is engineered for superior stealth and agility, and the F-35 is renowned for
its technological superiority.

Su-57 F 3TITH MYAIAT 3R a9arar & fow f3amsar Far arar g, 3iR F-35 & 39T
Hefrr & Assar & fow wfdgy gl

o This unprecedented participation signals India’s role as a central player in global
defence diplomacy and aerospace progress.

Ig Jrafasr smaferY TR 1 syfrat ot AT+ Tamr Feehfar 3R Rame gofa & v
T @A F T F geiia & B

e India will showcase a model of its fifth generation aircraft ‘Advanced Medium
Combat Aircraft’ (AMCA), which is in the development stage.

ARG 39X Irad N & AT vsaies HfFgw Firde ”RFFE (AMCA) FT TH AlSd
gefda e, 3 e & TRor 7 B

e Theindigenous design and development of this twin-engine fifth generation stealth
fighter with 75% domestic content will propel India into a select league of nations.

o Taaelt fBomser 3R Rera & @1 75% e, At arell efde-gore aredt fidy @y
TS BI5eT HRA A 3 &2 & OV Folg & yar feamua|

e Another anticipated segment is ‘Manthan’, a dedicated platform to promote start-ups
and innovation in the aerospace and defence sectors.

T 3R gdhfera @s & |y, s e 3k ©r a9 & weré-3rcg 3R JaEr
gorar &Y & fov e gAfT A9 &

e The event will showcase pioneering advancements from Indian start-ups at the iDEX
(Innovations for Defence Excellence) pavilion.

Ig HRIHHA IDEX (W 3cpsed! & AT 7amR) #s7 # ARAT were-3rcw & v
AR & TR &

e The Indian pavilion will serve as a testament to the country’s commitment to ‘Make in
India’ and ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’.

AT HASY 2T T ‘AF Fo 39T 3N ‘IreAfAsik aRa & ufa afdeeyar &1 udie
oA |

o |t will display an impressive array of indigenous defence manufacturing capabilities
and state-of-the-art technologies.

Ig Faeelt e fawfor et 3R smyfasas Weffeal fr v gemasmel s@en
TR M|

The Visitor Experience
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e To ensure a seamless experience for the over seven lakh visitors expected, significant
improvements have been made in collaboration with national and state authorities.

A oI & HAF HGH & [T T Tgol 36qera GlAaRad s & e, aod 3R
TS TR & g & Fgeaqut GuR R e )

o Key enhancements include optimised traffic flow, expanded roads, designated
routes, and real-time monitoring to ease congestion.

1 R enfier & aifer afis-emms &l A T ST T

e Enhanced transport services such as comfortable shuttle options to facilitate
trouble-free access for attendees.

gluTes ered Rsedt Sl sead aRage Qard 3ufead o & fou gore aga
FARIT et & T &

e Robust security arrangements with a multi-tiered security strategy and advanced
surveillance to ensure the highest safety standards.

HST FR&T SYaET [STae qgeady JI&T 0rhfa 3R 3ot Rt enfdAer &, aifes
3TUAH GIET A @l GiafRad faar o a@sh|

o Comfort-driven amenities such as spacious halls, increased seating zones, improved
dining facilities, and dedicated assistance booths for visitor convenience.

el glaur smuRa g, S Rene g, 98 g8 Yo it cawyn, gurl g
et ghaumd, 3N smigst & e wafia werar 9

e A specialized Aero India 2025 application for updates, schedules, and navigation
assistance in real time.

O 33T 2025 vt S 3raseH, S, 3R AT wErar e F|

RGN
e Beyond the static exhibition, visitors will witness an aerial display showcasing India’s
growing air combat and technological prowess.

TR TEEl & 3TelTdT, 3T T §aI§ Faelel Wl S #RA I dgclt ary Jaer 3R
et & Fererdr w1 Fe i |

e Aerospace and defence seminars, live technology demonstrations, and interactive
sessions will provide valuable insights into the latest advancements.

AT 3R T & AfRER, amT dig@r geie, AR seeiFed @ e RauRe
3R 3cEET Al @l FdITaH FaTfd I HHeT STAhRT FaleT |

e Aero India 2025 is a definitive statement of India’s intent to emerge as a global leader
in defence and aerospace production.

T 3T 2025 YRA $H S FT Teh TISE Tohd & o Ig 8T 3R AT Icurea 7
ANTF AdTF T F 3N

e As India strides towards achieving greater self-reliance in defence manufacturing, this
event will serve as a crucial catalyst in bridging technological gaps, fostering
innovation, and strengthening international partnerships.

- AT 8T fAATr F 30w ARG ued I Hr G F weH Jar @ g,
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India’s opportumty at the Al Action Summit

|GS Paper Ill: S&T

n early January, India

accepted France’s invitation

to co-chair the Al Action

Summit on February 10 and
11 in Paris. This summit will be the
third of its kind, following
meetings focussed on Al safety in
the U.K. (2023) and South Korea
(2024). In addition to Al safety, the
agenda at Paris is to focus on
innovation, public interest Al,
future of work, and Al governance
issues — presenting India an
opportunity to continue its global
engagement on Al safety and also
amplify the voice of the Global
South on broader Al issues.

This article outlines how India
can leverage the opportunity to
advance three key priorities for
the Global South. Doing this well
could also strongly position India
to host the next such summit,
which brings together decision
makers on Al policy, industry at
the forefront of Al development,
and civil society representatives
for an inclusive dialogue on Al

Voice of the Global South
The first meeting in Bletchley Park
focussed on the safety of ‘frontier
Al models’, the emerging risks of
Al, and launched the U.K. AI
Safety Institute (AISI). The second
meeting in Seoul expanded the
scope of the conversation to
multilateral collaboration on Al
risk management through a
network of AISIs with
countries/blocs such as the U.S.,
France, Singapore, Japan, and the
European Union. With ministerial
and high-level bureaucratic
representation through the
meetings, India has actively
engaged in the global discourse on
Al safety. As a next step, India’s IT
Minister recently announced plans
of setting up an Al Safety Institute.
In other multilateral fora with
leadership roles, India has
championed the cause for the
Global South, which has not
leveraged the transformative
potential of Al as much as more
developed parts of the world have.
Under India’s presidency in 2023,
the G20 endorsed a
“pro-innovation
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As co-chair of
the Paris
meeting, India
must leverage
its position to
advance the key
Al priorities of
the Global South

regulatory/governance approach”
to balance Al innovation and the
need to develop guardrails for AL
Soon after, the Global Partnership
on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI)
meeting hosted by India in
December 2023 emphasised the
need for “equitable access to
critical resources for Al research
and innovation” to underscore the
need for enabling Al infrastructure
for developing Al applications.

Priorities in Paris
India’s vision for the Global South
could now benetfit from the broad
agenda of the Paris meeting. To
maximise this opportunity, India
should focus on three key strategic
priorities. First, India must
advocate for democratising access
to Al resources across the entire Al
value chain. While India’s
domestic initiative of establishing
a common computing facility with
over 18,600 GPUs and 40%
government subsidy sets a
compelling example, the scope
must expand beyond computing
hardware. This includes ensuring
equitable access to data sets, data
storage infrastructure, cloud
computing platforms, foundation
models, and application
development platforms. In
addition, India should promote
distributed computing solutions,
an alternative to traditional
computing infrastructure, and
access to innovative safety tools
like watermarking technology.
The promotion of open-source
Al models deserves particular
attention. DeepSeek’s success
demonstrates both the potential of
open-source models and the need
to address export control
measures that currently constrain
Al model development. India must
advocate for more flexible
cross-border transfer of Al
technologies while maintaining
appropriate safety standards.
Second, India should call for
developing a framework for
identifying and prioritising Al
use-cases relevant to the Global
South'’s unique contexts. This
approach ensures that Al
applications serve local needs

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

rather than becoming solutions in
search of problems. Instances
include early disease detection
systems adapted to local
healthcare infrastructure,
personalised learning platforms
that account for diverse
educational contexts, and
agricultural productivity tools
calibrated to regional farming
practices. The establishment of an
Al use-case repository following
the summit could provide
guidance for the Global South in
determining its priorities.

Third, India must emphasise
the importance of contextualising
Al risks and safety measures for
the Global South. The challenges
faced by developing nations often
differ significantly from those of
the Global North. Cultural erosion
through exposure to large
language models trained on
“western data” represents one
such unique risk. The Yoshua
Benjio-led expert report on
International Scientific Report on
the Safety of Advanced Al
highlights that risk is derived from
the “probability of an occurrence
of harm and severity of that
harm.” Risks are thus future
looking but grounded in already
occurred harm. In Paris, India
must thus call for collecting
evidence of Al-related harms,
grounded in Global South
contexts, to inform their risk
mitigation strategies. A repository
of Al-related harms could also
help inform any future regulatory
approaches of the Global South.

Looking ahead

As co-chair of the Paris meeting,
India must leverage its position to
advance the key Al priorities of
the Global South. Doing so would
also position India as an ideal
candidate to host the next Al
Action Summit, which would
ensure continued focus on the
Global South perspective on AL
This would, in turn, cement
India’s role as bridge between the
Al superpowers in the Global
North and developing nations
catching up in the global Al
sphere.
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India’s opportunity at the Al Action Summit

TS TFA TfAC H HRT & AT 3qu

India's Role at the Al Action Summit

RS #T TS v WiAT F A

o In early January, India accepted France’s invitation to co-chair the Al Action
Summit on February 10 and 11, 2025, in Paris.

STefadl &1 eI H, AR A Hiw 1 fa=or FawR fBmam 3 Al v afie s 10
3 11 weadt 2025 F1 IRw 7 wg-sreaarar H

e This summit will be the third of its kind, following meetings focused on Al safety in the
U.K. (2023) and South Korea (2024).

qE WIAC AU g 1 ad doe grefl, S I.F. (2023) 3R gfaror HINAT (2024) #
TSI Al & R hfed doohi & are g

« In addition to Al safety, the agenda at Paris will focus on innovation, public interest
Al, future of work, and Al governance issues.

Al gI&TT & 37elTaT, IRE A TolsT e, aafas fa Al 1% F1 sfas, 3R Al arae
@l W Siod grem

e This summit presents India with an opportunity to continue its global engagement on
Al safety and amplify the voice of the Global South on broader Al issues.

I WiAC ARd & fT Al FR&TT I 39e dRgw Fgenfarar sy t@er 3R dRaw gfgror

Y ATl &l &h19eh Al Heal T HSTed $lel HT Ueh A g

e This article outlines how India can leverage the opportunity to advance three key
priorities for the Global South.

Ig AW Tg TISC T ¢ T AR FH 3T IR HT 3T Flh dRas gfayor & fow
et e TrfAFAnt 3 Sor FEhar g

o Doing this well could position India strongly to host the next such summit, bringing
together decision-makers on Al policy, industry at the forefront of Al development, and
civil society representatives.

SHHR TEI &I q el O HRA I 30T W HAC T AFSA i & T T AT
feafa & o a@Far g, S Al ) fofT @ aral, Al fdema & 3ol seaet iR
AeIies FATS & gfafafaadr & tefa s

Voice of the Global South
ARgs f@or Y AT

e The first meeting in Bletchley Park focused on the safety of ‘frontier Al models’, the
emerging risks of Al, and launched the U.K. Al Safety Institute (AISI).
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srgell U H Ugell oo H BRAT Al AiSew I GIET, Al F I AT W &1

hige foRam Iram o, IR &, Al GU&TT HEATT (AISI) L3 T 975 AT

e The second meeting in Seoul expanded the scope to multilateral collaboration on Al
risk management through a network of AlSIs with countries like the U.S., France,
Singapore, Japan, and the European Union.

feate 7 q@ll do ¥ Al @A geee W Sgualy Fgaer Hr fGm 1 gor, SwA
AlSls #T sicas 3N g,uw., wiw, R, smame, 3 g da o aeif & armer foram)

e With ministerial and high-level bureaucratic representation, India has actively
engaged in the global discourse on Al safety.

#FREadT IR sT-raly wwfas yfafaftea & oy, oRa 7 Al gran  aREw
Hare # Aihd ®9 § &1 foram Bl

o India’s IT Minister recently announced plans to set up an Al Safety Institute.
AR & IT #HM g & 7 Al GR&TT FEATT FAAT Hel T ANSTell 7 VAT Foham B

e In other multilateral forums with leadership roles, India has championed the cause for
the Global South, which has not leveraged Al’s transformative potential as much as
more developed regions.

3T gueiy Fdl 7 R A ARaw ST S AT Acqea fhar @, S Al aRad=l
&THT T 3=l oI FEI 30T Hel TSidelr 31T faehiad &ar o fharm &

e Under India’s presidency in 2023, the G20 endorsed a “pro-innovation
regulatory/governance approach” to balance Al innovation and the need to develop
guardrails for Al.

HIT Y TEARTAT H 2023 H, G20 A “FAaMR FHYF AAmAH/ AT Tfeehor wI Foplr

&1, orfeh Al TamaR 3R Al F fAT & 3T 1 ool ST ST Heb |

e Soon after, the Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI) meeting hosted by
India in December 2023 emphasized the need for “equitable access to critical
resources for Al research and innovation”.

$HS dTe, HRT G@RT fGHay 2023 # Imfoa FHe gefdaar W dRaF e
(GPAI) ¥ # “Al IeUTd IR TR & T Fgeaqel FwHal aF TA GgT” A
TIIHAT I SR e |

e The meeting underlined the need for enabling Al infrastructure to develop Al
applications.

o A Al AN & [ & foIw Al RIS @< ol T&TH T S HTGeTehdl i
I@iferd forar |

Priorities in Paris

N # yrafAFane

e India's vision for the Global South could benefit from the broad agenda of the Paris
meeting.

AR FT Tiochor IRTF AT & AT INT do&F & AYS TSsT  oH 30T ThdT 2
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e To maximize this opportunity, India should focus on three key strategic priorities.

$H AT AT TUHTH AT 301 & [T, AR AT AT TH7@ 0Tellicieh A THhATHT
W T higd HAT dMBT

First Priority
ggell TTIfAFar

e India must advocate for democratising access to Al resources across the entire Al
value chain.

mﬁAlmﬁaﬁmq@a;ﬁvalmaaﬁmaﬂ?ﬁ
ElRY

¢ India’s domestic initiative of establishing a common computing facility with over
18,600 GPUs and 40% government subsidy sets a compelling example.

HRA T T 98, [STHA 18,600 GPUs 31X 40% FIHRY Aiews! & Y Ueh WA
Fegfear e ®fd 1 S W@ 8, U RUME—IE 3801 Tedd il ol
e The scope must expand beyond computing hardware to ensure equitable access to

data sets, data storage infrastructure, cloud computing platforms, foundation
models, and application development platforms.

SHICFI, FAT3S FYFEA TACHIH, BIFSAT Arsed, 3R vioadersT Sqavse ewra
T WA I§T AR HIEA AT
e India should promote distributed computing solutions, an alternative to traditional

computing infrastructure, and access to innovative safety tools like watermarking
technology.

#Ra 1 fafa Fegfeer At 1 gerar & IR, S IRaReE Fegfeer g
&Y &I Th dehfoush 3T ¥, 3R afeqaidhar aeheliehy SiE FOaT SU0il s Ig
SgTdT &f1 =Tl

e The promotion of open-source Al models deserves particular attention.
ANYA-ARF Al ATSeH FT F61dT & W AT €17 ST AR

o DeepSeek’s success demonstrates both the potential of open-source models and the
need to address export control measures that constrain Al model development.

DeepSeek FI AHadT 3NTT-AT Alsed dT &7daT 3R AdTa A=or surt & gafaqg
F T TTTHAT T 2T §, S Al Also [T 1 AT Far

¢ India must advocate for more flexible cross-border transfer of Al technologies while
maintaining appropriate safety standards.

AR T 3T T AR HT TAC WA g, Al He@AfHAT F1 AT I- Fereriaor
3R 31 ool Soflel & AT depreld e =R T
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Second Priority
qadr yrafAsar

India should call for developing a framework for identifying and prioritizing Al use-
cases relevant to the Global South’s unique contexts.

HRA H T hAdH AT WA & T Fgar TR, st aRaw @ & sefad
HeHt O Tefd Al STAT-ATHAT HT g 3R Iraf@edr e & A W

This approach ensures that Al applications serve local needs rather than becoming
solutions in search of problems.

Ig TfeaIor IE GRARTT Fdr § 6 Al 3o TAEN 3aRashaisi H a1 &, o

o AT & AT & & FH 37|

Examples include early disease detection systems adapted to local healthcare
infrastructure, personalized learning platforms for diverse educational contexts, and
agricultural productivity tools calibrated to regional farming practices.

3CTERUTT H T TR SWHTS Gl & fU 3shiad IRAF a1 faemer
vonforat, fafaer dftrer deguit & v safaraera Rator caewnt, ik aeg iy g3 &
AR hEcaes F JeuTgahar ITHIOT AMA g

The establishment of an Al use-case repository following the summit could provide
guidance for the Global South in determining its priorities.

gffe & 91 Al 3YANT-ATHAT HT TH HSROT 10T O 3fRas afaor &1 3m9er
qrfRRdar3it a1 FUReT e #§ Anfeds Ba goar B

Third Priority
ey grafaswar

India must emphasize the importance of contextualizing Al risks and safety measures
for the Global South.

HRT T dfRaeh gfator & forw Al @AY 3R gRaT 3urat o Hefdia aXel & #Hged &
SR ¢ar aTfgu|

The challenges faced by developing nations often differ significantly from those of the
Global North.

TaerflT ST @RI AIHT & Sl arell Ieilferar 3rere) dRaF 3T d 3refer giehr |

Cultural erosion through exposure to large language models trained on “western data
represents one such unique risk.

“qiRest e W yRIBT 93 HIT Aisew & HUS H I GEpiAF § UH T
faferse gefidy 3cgeet gl 7l

The Yoshua Benjio-led expert report on the International Scientific Report on the
Safety of Advanced Al highlights that risk is derived from the “probability of an
occurrence of harm and severity of that harm.”

Yoshua Benjio §@RT adqeca #1 71§ fadwsr R9IE & Advanced Al T & ©
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IR dfas RAEF g5 aarm = § F af@w e § @ f daaan ik s
gifr &Y aefiRar & 3cde=T B &

India must call for collecting evidence of Al-related harms, grounded in Global South
contexts, to inform risk mitigation strategies.

HRT & Al ¥ 0T BIfAAT & T8 ThT alel T 9T ehar &, Sif dRasw gfayor &
Teelt 7 3maTRa g, arfes Nf@sr wgehieor wEifaat wF g R s

A repository of Al-related harms could help inform any future regulatory approaches
of the Global South.

Al ¥ T gIfadl #1 vF sisRor Raw gfaor & forady o sifasy & Aamss
eI & GRAIT i H AcE X FhdT &

Looking ahead
3T HT [EAT

As co-chair of the Paris meeting, India must leverage its position to advance the key
Al priorities of the Global South.

INT IoF F WE-ILIT F TT H, ART A 3T UG T ofTH 33 dfRaa Ef@or 1 Al
RT3t Fr 37T Seer ATfev|

Doing so would also position India as an ideal candidate to host the next Al Action
Summit, ensuring continued focus on the Global South perspective on Al.

ST HI & 3FT Al TR FfAe Y Asare & T 3meel 3eficar & &9 &
TUIRT f7aT ST GahaT &, TTd Al I 3Ras gf@ior & Tieahivr W i) e Sfed
AT ST Toh |

This would, in turn, cement India’s role as a bridge between the Al superpowers in the
Global North and developing nations catching up in the global Al sphere.

Ig, deol #, AR Y fAFT 1 AR 300 H Al ORISR 3R faswrasier gt &
T T & &9 H &R X <om, 5t dRash Al & & gehg 571 @ €
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What does the Budget ofter Railways?

Knowing that the disappointing financial numbers will not be touched upon. rail watchers, industry and markets clung to one lifeline — capital expenditure. However, the

much-anticipated capex push failed to materialise beyond last two years' R2.62 lakh crore, signalling that even the government is pausing to reassess

[Es Paper lll: Railways

ECONOMIC NOTES

Sudhanshu Mani

he erstwhile Railway Budget,

presented a couple of days

before the Union Budget, was

once a grand spectacle where
the Indian Railways (IR), awaited its
moment of glory. But since its merger
with the general Budget in 2017, the IR
has been reduced to a mere footnote. In
fact, in the last Budget in July 2024 as also
in the one presented on February 1, it did
not even get a passing mention.

Knowing that the disappointing

financial numbers of IR will not be
touched upon, rail watchers, industry and
markets clung to one lifeline — capital
expenditure (capex). With the IR’s own
earnings barely covering operational
costs, the government’s increase in
budgetary support to the IR has kept the
show running. Over the last decade, a
staggering Y13 lakh crore has been
pumped into modernising infrastructure
— electrification has soared to 95%, track
length has expanded, and rolling stock
has seen record additions. And yet, the
returns are underwhelming. Freight
traffic is crawling at just over 2% growth,
despite India’s booming economy, and
while passenger revenue is rising,
patronage remains below pre-COVID
levels. This Budget delivered more of the
same accounting jugglery to keep the
Operating Ratio (OR) below 100. It also
did not mention any discussion on past
announcements. The much-anticipated
capex push failed to materialise beyond
last two years’ ¥2.62 lakh crore, which in
real terms is a correction downwards,
signalling that even the government is
pausing to reassess.

Post-Budget conference

In the absence of any more signs in the
Budget, one can only draw clues from the
post-Budget press conference given by the
Railways Minister. The Minister said that
immense thrust has been given for the

Not enough: A group of workers and officers of the South Central Railway working on the electrical lines
between Vijayawada and Kazipet junction in the Andhra-Telangana border area in 2024. G.N.RAO

development of infrastructure,
modernisation of stations and trains,
enhancement of connectivity, safety and
comfort of passengers, and that
construction of new railway lines,
doubling and gauge conversion and
addition of new rolling stock would
proceed at an accelerated pace. He added
that since 2014, an average of 150 km of
new tracks have been laid annually as
compared to the average of 113 km
annually from 2009-2014. This is a
positive announcement as the
enhancement of rail network and
elimination of saturation will help in
improving mobility and connectivity.

The Minister further announced that
safety-related initiatives will receive an
enhanced budget allocation of 21,16,514
crore. While the IR has done well in grade
separation work, the most pressing safety
issue today is the proliferation of Kavach.

There was no mention of any increase in
Kavach coverage for 2025-26. In fact,
since the initial rollout of 1,465 km near
Secunderabad, not a single kilometre has
been added. While the Minister continued
with proclamations of massive investment
in Amrit Bharat station redevelopment
projects, tangible outcomes are visible
only at Gandhinagar, Habibganj,
Byappanhalli, Cuttack, Ayodhya, and
Charlapalli. A stark example of the IR’s
lacklustre execution is the New Delhi
station — one of the busiest and most
high-profile stations — whose much-hyped
transformation into a world-class hub has
been stuck in an endless cycle of
re-tendering for nearly a decade. With all
redevelopment now being carried out in
an Engineering, Procurement, and
Construction (EPC) mode, following the
failure of Public-Private Partnership (PPP)
projects, a key question remains: how will

What does the Budget offer Railways?
doic A (D & IR H FAT FHgl 47 g7

these edifices be maintained when
Railway expenses are outpacing earnings?

Mere spectacle

The Minister mentioned that the IR has
achieved an average electrification rate of
294 Rkms per year from 2014-25 — 16
times higher than the 18 Rkms per year
achieved during 2009-14 — with India
slated to become the only 100%
electrified and thus the “greenest” railway
in the world. This raises some
uncomfortable questions — has this
electrification spree outpaced necessity,
rendering approximately 5,000 diesel
locomotives worth 330,000 crore idle or
underutilised? Furthermore, much of the
electricity powering in IR still comes from
fossil-fuel-based plants.

It was declared that 200 more Vande
Bharat trains would be introduced;
without any mention of a timeline. There
has also been no word on major pending
projects such as the Western Dedicated
Freight Corridor, the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail, or
the conversion of Integral Coach Factory
(ICF) coaches to Vande Bharat standards.
Instead, we were treated to a grand
proclamation, that India aims to build a
7,000-km high-speed rail network
supporting speeds of 250 kmph by 2047.
A vision distant and devoid of clear-cut
strategy, it seems no more than a
daydream than a roadmap.

The real sleight of hand, however, was
the declaration that the IR is poised to
become the world’s second-largest freight
carrier, touching 1.6 billion tonnes of
cargo. Given India’s size, this number in
isolation is meaningless. The real
questions remain: how will the IR reclaim
its eroding freight share? Can it improve
train speeds and comfort beyond token
second-class coach additions?

For yet another year, the Budget
suggests that the IR is not on track to
transformation — it is merely chugging
along, waiting for the next headline
-grabbing announcement to arrive.

The writer is leader of the Vande Bharat
project and an independent consultant.

THE GIST

v

The Railways Minister said that
immense thrust has been given
for the development of
infrastructure, modemisation
of stations and trains,
enhancement of connectivity,
and safety and comfort of
passengers.

v

There was no mention of any
increase in Kavach coverage
for 2025-26. In fact, since the
initial rollout of 1,465 km near
Secunderabad, not a single
kilometre has been added.

-

The real sleight of hand,
however, was the declaration
that the IR is poised to become
the world's second-largest
freight carrier, touching 1.6
billion tonnes of cargo. Given
India’s size, this number in
isolation is meaningless

Knowing that the disappointing financial numbers will not be touched upon, rail
watchers, industry and markets clung to one lifeline — capital

expenditure.However, the much-anticipated capex push failed to materialise
beyond last two years’ ¥2.62 lakh crore, signalling that even the government is

pausing to reassess
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IR IR o & Sfaar ¥ Rud ®- Gid 73| g, sgudiad gehid o34
Ao a1 auf & 2.62 a@ FAT TUF F 30T AE ¢ 1, WA TFd Raar & &
&Rt eeaFa & T 3 @ 8

The Erstwhile Railway Budget
q& e 99

e The erstwhile Railway Budget, presented a couple of days before the Union Budget,
was once a grand spectacle where the Indian Railways (IR) awaited its moment of

glory.
@ XAE T, S T a5 & o T Tgel Tl Fohar ST T, H3f vk s1e
TSI AT 78T IR T (IR) 379=T ARAT & 8707 FT SAIR ar 2|

e But since its merger with the general Budget in 2017, the IR has been reduced to a
mere footnote.

AfeheT 2017 F AT S9ic @ AT & 1€, IRFT hdd Teh D T Jeo@ H gfed
eI I gl

e Infact, in the last Budget in July 2024 as also in the one presented on February 1, it
did not even get a passing mention.

arEdd H, Jell§ 2024 & doic # 3N 1 Wadl I J&dd T9c A 30 U dfared 3eol@
o oTEt fAem

Capital Expenditure (Capex) Focus

TSl ST (FqFH) W AT

e Knowing that the disappointing financial numbers of IR will not be touched upon, rail
watchers, industry, and markets clung to one lifeline — capital expenditure (capex).

FE ST U R IR & fememreieren ey 3ifshs ¥ 1S = w1l 1 Sea, Yord
farerat, 3eier 3R Rl & v Siaer Y@r @ arA fowr - gElt s (Fee)|

o With the IR’s own earnings barely covering operational costs, the government’s
increase in budgetary support to the IR has kept the show running.

IR T 39l 3T AR A ATRRAAT TR FI Fak A g, TIHR EaRT IR FY Forg
FAST H qEfr o Fween B & oe wr gl

o Over the last decade, a staggering ¥13 lakh crore has been pumped into modernising
infrastructure — electrification has soared to 95%, track length has expanded, and
rolling stock has seen record additions.

oo g2 &, Teh Tl S aTell T13 A FUF I AL SHRECF o T frehrenor
#H foRar I § — gAfFeRhaeraT 950% d% 9ET T &, &k TS ¢ §, 3R Afeler wrn
# RS gefr g 718 &
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And yet, the returns are underwhelming. Freight traffic is crawling at just over 2%
growth, despite India’s booming economy, and while passenger revenue is rising,
patronage remains below pre-COVID levels.

AT o, Reet 37o01el & & &) AT AT Fad 2% JEf ¥ 9% @7 ¢, AR
doil ¥ gl 3IeTaedT & draslg, IR STafeh I [erea 96 @7 ¢, Farl Sifas-qa
Fall & AT g3 2

This Budget delivered more of the same accounting jugglery to keep the Operating
Ratio (OR) below 100.

$H Soic H GTaT 9@ Y Sercradr ¥ ATRfEr IRAA (OR) &1 100 § e &=1w @ ar|
It also did not mention any discussion on past announcements.

SHH qF ayoat WX feRelr <= @1 3eora #T g

The much-anticipated capex push failed to materialize beyond last two years’ ¥2.62

lakh crore, which in real terms is a correction downwards, signaling that even the
government is pausing to reassess.

a5 FCNfETd Hdew qer oe & avt & 22.62 9@ T A IfOH AL & T, S
arEdfdh &9 # Teh FUR §, & Gohd &l & b AR 8 geT: Hedioved & AT oh
W gl

Post-Budget Conference

¥9¢ § 915 I HhY

In the absence of any more signs in the Budget, one can only draw clues from the post-
Budget press conference given by the Railways Minister.

gl F Y 3R Tha & 319G H, had g9l & 918 AW FihA F S ¥ HN @R &
IS, 3HH F Hhd 9red fhu ST Fhd &

The Minister said that immense thrust has been given for the development of
infrastructure, modernisation of stations and trains, enhancement of connectivity,
safety and comfort of passengers, and that construction of new railway lines,
doubling and gauge conversion, and addition of new rolling stock would proceed at
an accelerated pace.

7N F Fgl o STy, Rl 3R &t F amyfadior, FAfFedd & gefer, amh
& AR IR F v Ferer Ron &y 718 ¢, 3R 78 Yod argat & fHAor, safder sk
A gREde, 3T a8 AT i 1 s AT aIfa & SARY WRam|

He added that since 2014, an average of 150 km of new tracks have been laid annually
as compared to the average of 113 km annually from 2009-2014.

3egiel el [ 2014 @, ¥ a1l 39T 150 fFrel 7€ veRat fSors 718 §, sefe 2009-
2014 & & 3itadae 113 et gfa a¥ weRar Wi 71 o)

This is a positive announcement as the enhancement of rail network and elimination
of saturation will help in improving mobility and connectivity.
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g Teh HHRIcHS HIoT § Fife Yo Aead &1 faedr iR wqfea st warca s
Afafad st FAFRE F gur @ A F7eg Fem

Safety-Related Initiatives

The Minister further announced that safety-related initiatives will receive an enhanced
budget allocation of ¥1,16,514 crore.

FAY A Y EwoT B GeaT Fafld geed & T 21,16,514 FUT F TGl EIHT IoiC
3Tde e grem|

While the IR has done well in grade separation work, the most pressing safety issue
today is the proliferation of Kavach.

STET IR & A% QAT FI & 31eoT H1H fohar g, a81 o7 H Fad 57 F&T THET

Ha9 FH TR g
There was no mention of any increase in Kavach coverage for 2025-26.
2025-26 & ToU Faa Fatsr H G0 1 HIS Seold 61 (T a2

In fact, since the initial rollout of 1,465 km near Secunderabad, not a single kilometre
has been added.

areqd #, Rsetrarg & ara 1,465 RRAY 1 GRIAS qE3nd & ag @, v o el
T8l SIS 91T B

Amrit Bharat Station Redevelopment

I AR FAA qATIH

While the Minister continued with proclamations of massive investment in Amrit Bharat
station redevelopment projects, tangible outcomes are visible only at Gandhinagar,
Habibganj, Byappanhalli, Cuttack, Ayodhya, and Charlapalli.

Safeh A o I AR TUT GoAfdwrd TRANSN3N H fermer fFaer & eiwone i,
T gRUTH Fad MENTIR, gdiaeier, sATCUAg e, Fedh, AT, 3K Feiged F @S
< @ B

A stark example of the IR’s lacklustre execution is the New Delhi station — one of the
busiest and most high-profile stations — whose much-hyped transformation into a

world-class hub has been stuck in an endless cycle of re-tendering for nearly a decade.

IR & g&d foisuesT &7 Teh TUSC 3eeIuT % Reeh TATd — S qod a7 3R
mwﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁw%—ma@aﬁﬁﬁaﬁ-ﬁmﬁﬁa@ﬁﬁgﬁ
T GfshaT T T gk § AT SSRT & g9 A BT €3 &

With all redevelopment now being carried out in an Engineering, Procurement, and
Construction (EPC) mode, following the failure of Public-Private Partnership (PPP)

projects, a key question remains: how will these edifices be maintained when Railway
expenses are outpacing earnings?
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g gl geAtden gehfarafiar, M#e, sk Fegare (EPC) Mz # fhu o @ &,
qfee-Tgde IERRAT (PPP) RIS I faherdr & 1g, T JHW el Fo11 g37
g O oId @d 3T ¥ e g W@ &, A 34 ARG & WRATT Hy gHEI?

Electrification and Vande Bharat Trains

gafFefhdes 3T g sIRa &

The Minister mentioned that the IR has achieved an average electrification rate of 294
Rkms per year from 2014-25 — 16 times higher than the 18 Rkms per year achieved
during 2009-14 — with India slated to become the only 100% electrified and thus the
“greenest” railway in the world.

FAT o Fer & IR 2014-25 & 9fd a¥ 294 Rkms & 3iHad gafFefaee g3 arca &r
€ — Si12009-14 # wfr @& 18 Rkms @ 16 T 30w & — 3R R &I 100%
FATFCHIFS TATehY AT T “HaR gRA” Y Tfad 1 ATeTaTr ¢

This raises some uncomfortable questions — has this electrification spree outpaced
necessity, rendering approximately 5,000 diesel locomotives worth ¥30,000 crore idle
or underutilized?

I8 TO NG HATH 30Tl & — FAT SH FATFCRhHUT 1 a5 o INALTHaT & 3w
FGehY S9T$TET 5,000 Siater alfhiAIfeed St 230,000 F3 & §, oo [ATShT AT 3T
39T H B fear g2

Furthermore, much of the electricity powering in IR still comes from fossil-fuel-based
plants.

g 37eTdT, IR & 31fenier foorelr 33l off Sfhanea $uer menfa aa= O wreg gt &1

Vande Bharat Trains and Major Pending Projects

It was declared that 200 more Vande Bharat trains would be introduced; without any
mention of a timeline.

ayoT $r 7S fF 200 3R dE HRT A U H S0 9T FE FEIAAT FT oo
fru|

There has also been no word on major pending projects such as the Western
Dedicated Freight Corridor, the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail, or the
conversion of Integral Coach Factory (ICF) coaches to Vande Bharat standards.

SHh ITelld], T e IRAST31T I8 aiRast gwfda aver aferary, Ha$-3eaeEe
eS-vdis e, 7 &¢I g hadl (ICF) Fral F d¢ HRA AR H Igald TW HIS A,
el Tl

Instead, we were treated to a grand proclamation, that India aims to build a 7,000-km
high-speed rail network supporting speeds of 250 kmph by 2047.
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$H%h T, §H Ueh eg BV ool 1 fACH, i #Ra 7,000 et g1$-vfis ¥ Aeas
AT, St 250 Rt ufer ger i afa 2047 qF FHST 33|

A vision distant and devoid of clear-cut strategy, it seems no more than a daydream than
a roadmap.

TE T qIENC ¢ AR FTSC WET § Wd &, T 9T ¢ R g5 v e @ o
TO 61 g, o fh T QAT

The Real Questions

qIEdfae gard

The real sleight of hand, however, was the declaration that the IR is poised to become
the world’s second-largest freight carrier, touching 1.6 billion tonnes of cargo.

gTclifeh, aEciideh =T Ig AT 7 IR & g & ©IYom & 718 foh g giwar &1 q@
HEW 93T ATAGg carrier g & [olT IR g, ST 1.6 RfeaeT & AT Fr IR |

Given India’s size, this number in isolation is meaningless. The real questions remain:
how will the IR reclaim its eroding freight share?

m%mﬁmg,%mmm%‘l arEafdss Farel 9 wEa & IR
39 g ATl {EY 1 HA oA gred Han?

Can it improve train speeds and comfort beyond token second-class coach additions?

T 5 & A A 3 IR H g@d Ao F Frat F afoRFT @ 3w guUR Fhar
&2

Conclusion

IGACa ]

For yet another year, the Budget suggests that the IR is not on track to transformation —
it is merely chugging along, waiting for the next headline-grabbing announcement to
arrive.

T 3R I & AT, 9o I8 Tohd &ar & & IR TIARor Y g W A8 § — I FaoT
el TET 8, Mol GHE TNV & AR AT W &
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How has the Budget allocated
funds for urban development?

Does the Union Budget focus on capital-intensive projects? What about funds for urban local bodies?

|GS Paper llI: Infrastructure|

Tikender Singh Panwar

The story so far:
n 2015, the NDA government
positioned urban development as a
key pillar of its growth strategy as
cities contribute nearly 67% to the
GDP. However, in the government’s vision
for a “Viksit Bharat,” cities seem to be
conspicuously absent.

What was allocation for urban India?
The total outlay for urban development
stands at 396,777 crore, higher than last
year’s Budget proposal of ¥82,576.57
crore. However, if a modest inflation rate
is taken into consideration, there is
actually a fall in the outlay. The Revised
Estimate (RE) suggests that only
263,669.93 crore will be spent by March,
reflecting an underutilisation rate of
22.9%. One of the biggest shortfalls is in
the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban)
[PMAY(U)], which had an allocation of

¥30,170.61 crore for FY 2024-25 but saw a
drastic cut in RE to just 213,670 crore.
This highlights a gap between policy
ambitions and actual implementation.
The increase in total urban outlay is
misaligned with the urgent need to bridge
infrastructure gaps in cities. Instead of
focusing on employment and sustainable
development, the emphasis remains on
capital-intensive projects.

How has reduction happened?
Transfers to urban India primarily occur
through three channels — direct transfers
to Urban Local Bodies (ULBs); Centrally
Sponsored Schemes (CSS); and Central
Sector Schemes. There has been a
reduction in direct transfers to ULBs.
With the abolition of octroi — a key
revenue source for cities — the
expectation was that the lost revenue
would be compensated through central
devolution. With the introduction of GST,
the source revenue of ULBs fell by over

21%. But instead of increasing support,
the share for ULBs has actually declined
from ¥26,653 crore last year to ¥26,158
crore this year. This shortfall will force
cities to raise their own revenues,
burdening citizens with additional taxes.
CSS involve cost-sharing between the
Union, States, and local governments.
Some major urban programs under this
category include PMAY, the Swachh
Bharat Mission (SBM), Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation
(AMRUT), and the Smart Cities Mission.
However, the Budget allocations for these
schemes fall flat. The PMAY (CSS
component) saw a 30% reduction in
allocation compared to last year, and
while the SBM (Urban) retains the same
outlay as last year at ¥5,000 crore, RE
indicates that only 22,159 crore will be
spent — 56% less than allocated amount.
Central Sector Schemes are directly
controlled by the Union government and
often have strong political overtones. A

major share of such urban development is
directed toward capital-intensive
infrastructure projects, particularly metro
rail expansion. Unlike other urban
initiatives, metro projects have seen
increased allocations. In FY 2024-25, the
budget for Mass Rapid Transit Systems
and metro projects was ¥21,335.98 crore.
The RE has now risen to ¥24,691.47 crore.
Additionally, the 202526 Budget proposes
131,239.28 crore, reflecting a 46% increase
over the previous year. Prioritising metro
rails over comprehensive urban mobility
raises concerns about the long-term
inclusivity of urban development.

What next?
A new Urban Challenge Fund of 210,000
crore has been introduced in the Budget.
The government has set an ambitious
target of ¥1 lakh crore to implement urban
redevelopment programs. However, half
of this funding is expected to come from
private investments — an over-optimistic
approach given the sector’s negligible
contribution to the Smart Cities Mission.

The Budget’s approach to urban
development is clear — emphasis on
capital-intensive projects and less focus
on employment generation, green jobs,
and sustainable economic policies. While
infrastructure investments are necessary,
neglecting social and economic equity
could widen existing disparities.

Writer is former deputy mayor of Shimla
and Member, Kerala Urban Commission.

THE GIST

v

The total outlay for urban
development stands at 396,777
crore, higher than last year’s
Budget proposal of 382,576.57
crore.

v

Anew Urban Challenge Fund of
210,000 crore has been
introduced in the Budget. The
government has set an
ambitious target of 21 lakh
crore to implement urban
redevelopment programs.

v

While infrastructure
investments are necessary,
neglecting social and economic
equity could widen existing
disparities.

How has the Budget allocated funds for urban development?

goic & gl R F v Fy yoR ua mafed fFar =ar 272

Does the Union Budget focus on capital-intensive projects? What about funds for
urban local bodies?

FIT AT o A Toll-gurer qRAS3 W eareT @ ar 32 asdt wunha A
F T o & I & FAT FeT AT §?

Urban Development and Allocation for Urban India

gl e 3R aEd aRa & AT rde

e In 2015, the NDA government positioned urban development as a key pillar of its

growth strategy as cities contribute nearly 67% to the GDP.
2015 H, NDA SR o Aedt T 1 3790 fashray 0Nt 1 vk 9@ Tde7 & &0 A

@M Fifh AT HT GDP A TN 67% HT ANTEIA &
e However, in the government’s vision for a “Viksit Bharat,” cities seem to be
conspicuously absent.

gTelifoh, TR & “RAsRAT oRa” & fiewivr &, gt o1 Tase &7 F 3979 g T gar

gl
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Outlay for Urban Development

el fae g & AT I9ic 3rded

The total outlay for urban development stands at 96,777 crore, higher than last year’s
Budget proposal of ¥82,576.57 crore.

A AP & AT Fel 3MTde ¥96,777 T 8, S AT Al & Fofe Y&dId
¥82,576.57 #A I 310+ &I

However, if a modest inflation rate is taken into consideration, there is actually a fall in
the outlay.

gleliich, Afe Teh AR HEHITT X &l €T # @1 ST, & areqd # 3fdes #

fRmac 3% B
The Revised Estimate (RE) suggests that only ¥63,669.93 crore will be spent by
March, reflecting an underutilisation rate of 22.9%.

HNAT AT (RE) G319 T ¢ T AT o hd el €63,669.93 Fs @< fhw ey,
ST 22.9% T YR ITAIT G T AT B

One of the biggest shortfalls is in the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban)
[PMAY (U)], which had an allocation of ¥30,170.61 crore for FY 2024-25 but saw a
drastic cut in RE to just ¥13,670 crore.

I F31 AT TUAAAT A A (28d) [PMAY(U)] H &, [t FY 2024-25 &
forT 230,170.61 F3 &7 3de AT, Afhed RE 7 50 Gera shadl 13,670 HU3 Y foar
I

This highlights a gap between policy ambitions and actual implementation.

Ig Nfa Hr Agcarerem3it 3R aEafds FRTTaaT & T T IHdR & IIPR HdT
gl

The increase in total urban outlay is misaligned with the urgent need to bridge
infrastructure gaps in cities.

Tl AR MaeeT H gt AT & FHRgaay ATH T I &I Achiel RIS § Al
STl @I |

Instead of focusing on employment and sustainable development, the emphasis
remains on capital-intensive projects.

VSR 3R T AP R A higd e & ao, SR Gol-argal TRASA13H R/ 8|

Reduction in Allocation

raed H FH

Transfers to urban India primarily occur through three channels — direct transfers to
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs); Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS); and Central
Sector Schemes.

A HRA F IROT & & & el Uefell & ALIHA & g ¢ — Wl Tl fowrat
(ULBs) Y e 3faor; g araifard ST (CSS); 3 F0T &7 Qe |
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There has been a reduction in direct transfers to ULBs.
ULBs &Y ®¥ 37aor & &aT 318 gl

With the abolition of octroi — a key revenue source for cities — the expectation was
that the lost revenue would be compensated through central devolution.

IFHT — ST U & AT U v Tod G AT — B FANT & Ay, 3 O 6
mgcma#mﬁwa;mm#wﬁmml

With the introduction of GST, the source revenue of ULBs fell by over 21%.

GST & URTT & A1, ULBs & did TSIEd 21% 8 318 g¢ a-|

But instead of increasing support, the share for ULBs has actually declined from
¥26,653 crore last year to ¥26,158 crore this year.

JAfereT YT S & g9, ULBs & foT REdedy acda & Uoe arol & 26,653
FUS T g 3T Tl 326,158 FNT & 15 &l

This shortfall will force cities to raise their own revenues, burdening citizens with
additional taxes.

TE HAT AT I Y AT T & [T AT e, TTHd ARG I HTARFT
CICIE T

Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS)
Fg yrafaa AT (CSS)

CSS involve cost-sharing between the Union, States, and local governments.
CSS # ¥Y, T=AT 3R TINT WFRI & ST JRTI-TTSTHI0T 8T gl
Some major urban programs under this category include PMAY, the Swachh Bharat

Mission (SBM), Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT),
and the Smart Cities Mission.

58 Aol A $o Y@ A FAHAT A PMAY, Faeo #Rd A (SBM), sea e
B NSTRAA TS T SHBIAAT (AMRUT), 3R T AT et enfaer §1
However, the Budget allocations for these schemes fall flat.

gTeTifeh, 3o7 ASAAT3NT & fAT §oie 3Mded Feic &

The PMAY (CSS component) saw a 30% reduction in allocation compared to last
year.

PMAY (CSS uea) # faeel Tl &1 Jolell # 30% &1 F# 3718 Tl

While the SBM (Urban) retains the same outlay as last year at ¥5,000 crore, RE
indicates that only ¥2,159 crore will be spent — 56% less than allocated amount.

Safh SBM (2rgdl) Uoer a1a 1 aRg &1 5,000 FAS &7 3ded 90 @l &, RE T8
gATar & T Fae 22,159 FN @A fhU Swer — 3mafed afyr & 56% FA|

Central Sector Schemes

AT AT FeaTe
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Central Sector Schemes are directly controlled by the Union government and often
have strong political overtones.

dca g gl

A major share of such urban development is directed toward capital-intensive
infrastructure projects, particularly metro rail expansion.

$H TRE & AT I T Teh F37 REAT Goll-ageT SHhReaay TRASAIHT 31
fERa giar &, Ay &7 & A Yo Rvar|

Unlike other urban initiatives, metro projects have seen increased allocations.
m%mﬁﬁ%%@a,ﬁaqﬁﬁmﬁaﬁmmwgm%l

In FY 2024-25, the budget for Mass Rapid Transit Systems and metro projects was
¥21,335.98 crore.

FY 2024-25 &, A1 N3 gifoe Rverw 3k A aRTis=mi & v soc €21,335.98
A3 AT
The RE has now risen to ¥24,691.47 crore.

379 RE 96 ¥24,691.47 FUS & 3147 gl

Additionally, the 2025-26 Budget proposes ¥31,239.28 crore, reflecting a 46% increase
over the previous year.

sga 31faRed, 2025-26 a91€ H ¥31,239.28 AT &7 JYEAT §, 5T S Tl F 46%
T &

Prioritising metro rails over comprehensive urban mobility raises concerns about the
long-term inclusivity of urban development.

g A TR AT JoIaT 7 AT Yol I TATARAT S & Al faspra
dFIfas ARG X Farel 35a &

Urban Challenge Fund and Future Approach
el Al Ay I afasy Air Ao

A new Urban Challenge Fund of ¥10,000 crore has been introduced in the Budget.
Soic # 10,000 FR43 T Teh 737 AL oAty Fry aer fham am gl

The government has set an ambitious target of 1 lakh crore to implement urban
redevelopment programs.

DR o A GATAFTH FTIFAT I o] Fel o [T 1 AT FUS HT Teh Agcalehigi
e faeiRa foar g

However, half of this funding is expected to come from private investments — an over-
optimistic approach given the sector’s negligible contribution to the Smart Cities
Mission.

gTeliTeh, 3T HiseT &1 3mem fgear fash A3 & 3 & 37 & — ST & {ds
mmﬁgamasmmma#a@ﬁguwmﬁmmsmwm
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e The Budget’s approach to urban development is clear — emphasis on capital-intensive
projects and less focus on employment generation, green jobs, and sustainable
economic policies.

Soie @ R fdehd & v efSeaior Tuse § — geit-arger aR@eresit « Sk 3R
Ut Foret, R AR, ik waa snfds Aifai o o e

e« While infrastructure investments are necessary, neglecting social and economic
equity could widen existing disparities.

STET ShReFaY fAder 3aeas §, a8 grafae 3R anfde gaear fr e &= @
Fioter Fwwanst & gefer o w=d B

Question: Critically analyze the trends in budgetary allocations for urban development in
India. How does the recent budget reflect the government's priorities regarding urban
infrastructure and local governance?  (Answer in 250 Words/15 Marks)
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Plan to amend nuclear liability law
may enthuse American, French firms

Announcement comes ahead of Modi's visit to Paris and Washington this week; government’s U-turn a decade later spells hope for Westinghouse,
Electricite de France plans, deals for new-age small reactors; experts hail the decision, but call for more clarity on the amendments proposed

|GS Paper 1il: S&T

]

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

head of Prime Mi-
A nister  Narendra
Modi’s visit to Paris

and Washington from
Monday, the Union govern-
ment’s announcement that
it would amend the Civil
Liability for Nuclear Dam-
ages Act (CLNDA), 2010,
and the Atomic Energy
Act, 1962, is likely to en-

thuse  American and
French nuclear power
companies, whose pro-

jects have been dea-
dlocked due to legal con-
cerns for more than 15
years. However, experts
who welcomed the deci-
sion, called for more clari-
ty on the amendments.
The announcement,
which marked a sharp U-
turn from the govern-
ment’s position in 2015,
was made in the Budget
speech on February 1. In
particular, it is meant to
help progress the Electri-
cite de France (EDF) MoU
to build six EPR1650 reac-
tors at Jaitapur in Maha-
rashtra that was signed in
2009 (with Areva), and
American Westinghouse
Electric Company’s (WEC)

MoU, signed in 2012, to
build six AP1000 reactors
at Kovvada in Andhra
Pradesh.

In addition, it is expect-
ed to help India tap into
new nuclear power tech-
nologies, particularly for
small modular reactors
(SMR), now gaining popu-
larity in  developed
economies.

“For an active partner-
ship with the private sector
towards this goal, amend-
ments to the Atomic Ener-
gy Act and the Civil Liabili-
ty for Nuclear Damage Act
will be taken up,” Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man had said in the
speech, calling for “at least
100 GW” of nuclear energy
by 2047, and making an
outlay of 20,000 crore for
the development of five
SMRs to be operationalised
in India by 2033. India has
a nuclear power capacity
of 6,780 MW from 22 reac-
tors, and the only foreign
operator in India is Russia’s
Rosatom.

High liability

Western nuclear power
companies have, however,
said clauses in the CLNDA
are unacceptable as they

Joint effort: India’s only foreign nuclear operator, Rosatom, is
involved in the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant in Tamil Nadu.

mandate a high degree of
liability for suppliers and
contradict the internation-
al Convention for Supple-
mentary Compensation for
Nuclear Damage (CSC)
which focuses only on the
liability of operators of the
plant. The clauses were in-
serted in 2012, following
heated debates in Parlia-
ment, where the then-in-
Opposition NDA members
had accused the govern-
ment of letting Western
companies off from liabili-
ty, citing the Union Car-
bide-Bhopal gas leak case
that killed thousands in
1984 and the Fukushima
nuclear leak in Japan in
2011.

“This law was amended
by the government just to
satisfy the Opposition at
the time, even though it
was clear that the interna-
tional operators legal liabil-
ity clause would create
problems down the road,”
Shyam Saran, former Fo-
reign Secretary, who was
the Prime Minister’s Spe-
cial Envoy for Nuclear Af-
fairs and Climate Change at
the time, told The Hindu,
adding that the amend-
ments now being planned
must be made in consulta-
tion with international
partners and ensure the
liability issue was dealt
with in contracts signed.

The External affairs Mi-

nistry declined to com-
ment on what the pro-
posed amendments would
entail. Officials aware of
discussions on the issue
said that while the CLNDA
would be amended to sep-
arate operator’s liability
from supplier’s liability to
bring it in line with the
CSC, the Atomic Energy
Act would liberalise invest-
ment in power projects in
India.

Legal standard

“The pragmatic way out is
to break the deadlock by
amending the CLNDA to
bring it on par with inter-
national conventions to
which India itself is a party
- so that there is a clear le-
gal standard in our domes-
tic legislation aligned with
international  standards
and is applicable to inter-
national partners and
domestic industry,” said
Venkatesh Verma, former
Ambassador to Russia,
who was part of negotia-
tions for all India’s civil nu-
clear agreements and led
the External Affairs Minis-
try’s Disarmament and In-
ternational Security Affairs
desk. With the Trump ad-
ministration keen to en-

courage U.S. energy ex-
ports, for both oil and
LNG, as well as nuclear
power, and France and In-
dia negotiating deals for
SMR projects, the issue will
be on the agenda as Mr.
Modi travels to France and
the U.S. this week. It re-
mains to be seen whether
the government’s plans to
amend the laws will finally
forge the breakthrough re-
quired, two decades after
India signed civil nuclear
deals with the U.S. and
France.

Significantly, in a “Fre-
quently Asked Questions”
memorandum issued by
the Ministry after the Re-
public Day visit to India by
U.S. President Barack Oba-
ma in February 2015, the
government had said that
there was “no proposal to
amend the Act or the
Rules”, and that U.S. offi-
cials had reached a “gener-
al understanding that In-
dia’s CLND law is
compatible with the [Inter-
national] Convention for
Supplementary Compen-
sation for Nuclear Damage
(CSC)”. However, the “un-
derstanding” did not result
in any serious contracts for
nuclear power.

Plan to amend nuclear liability law may enthuse American,
French firms

qTATO] ST Fofed A WA Fr Forerr rARHY, Bt

HYfAAT HY ScHIed T hd! ¢

Announcement comes ahead of Modi’s visit to Paris and Washington this week;
government’s U-turn a decade later spells hope for Westinghouse, Electricite de
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France plans, deals for new-age small reactors; experts hail the decision, but call
for more clarity on the amendments proposed

g BYOI 5§ Weate AW fr Ny iR aifdieres ar @ ggS M wF T v QA A€

WHFR F <o § Aoy & fav 3wl @ fARor sl ¢, safdcase &t wiw &
AT, AT FTA F B RuFRl & Qv Tl Rava s Fokr fir wawgar s &
AfFaT yrarfaa e« 9T 3fF Tasear 1 AR T &

Amendment of Nuclear Liability Laws Ahead of PM Modi’s Visit
TUTAHAT A A AT F TFA FYfFAA SAGRY FrefaAl A qAMET

Ahead of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Paris and Washington from
Monday, the Union government announced it would amend the Civil Liability for
Nuclear Damages Act (CLNDA), 2010 and the Atomic Energy Act, 1962.

TUTHAT g A Fr AFaR ¥ IR 3 FIfdeeT aEr @ g8, g WER S 1o
&1 & ag Rifde aefafd sk ~gfFaar 3733 wae (CLNDA), 2010 3K veifdw
TSt UFE, 1962 F H2MeeT S|

This is likely to enthuse American and French nuclear power companies, whose
projects have been deadlocked due to legal concerns for more than 15 years.

I AR 3R FA fFeR araR Hufaat S scErfed aer f werae g, fSerhr
IRASTAT Sl RT3 & HRoT 15 a6t @ 31w d747 & 39 9 g

Experts who welcomed the decision, called for more clarity on the amendments.

ST RAAvAT F 37 AT F1 T@eTa Far, 37l e« 9v 3w Tasedr fr A@r
Caf

The announcement, which marked a sharp U-turn from the government’s position in
2015, was made in the Budget speech on February 1.

Ig ©IYOT, 5T 2015 # WK f Pufy & o Fose g-cof 1 ol &, 1 $ad 1 doic
STyoT F &Y TS|
The amendment is particularly meant to help progress the Electricite de France (EDF)

MoU to build six EPR1650 reactors at Jaitapur in Maharashtra that was signed in
2009 (with Areva).

Ig U TAAY FT & gATFease 3 WA (EDF) MoU T 31T dell & foiw &, foras
HERTSE & TGN # ©F EPR1650 Ruaed &l &1 FHSIAT 2009 F (Areva & |TY)
fopar arar )

It will also support the American Westinghouse Electric Company’s (WEC) MoU,
signed in 2012, to build six AP1000 reactors at Kovvada in Andhra Pradesh.

Ig IANST ARGEEH sdfdFed FI (WEC) & MoU & off I &9m, [ 2012 &
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s R arar T, ST 3y geer F Flearst § ©g AP1000 Rused saiiet FT ofeg

am|

In addition, the amendment is expected to help India tap into new nuclear power
technologies, particularly for small modular reactors (SMR), which are gaining
popularity in developed economies.

g8 AR, Ig FAUT AR T 7S 7fFerA G SFalteltoiter I ITAET Hlel H
Ao & 1 3FAE ¢, AT &9 @ ¥l AlZgeR Ruaed (SMR) & faw, st faswfaa
egaean3it # ST g w® 2

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had said in the speech that amendments to the

Atomic Energy Act and the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act would be taken up
for an active partnership with the private sector.

g 7= ser HaRATT 3 AT FH FEr 97 F veiiAE vaAst vee 3K AR
aRfd R Faar 33w vae A Ftuw S &7 & I IR e & v
fRaT ST

The target set is for at least 100 GW of nuclear energy by 2047, with an outlay of
¥20,000 crore for the development of five SMRs to be operationalised in India by 2033.

&Y 2047 Th FA | FA 100 GW +JfF—IT Falt ot AR fehar aram g, forae 2033
dF 9RT & O & AT 9 SMRs & fa&d & fow 20,000 F18 &7 36T Far
I Bl

India currently has a nuclear power capacity of 6,780 MW from 22 reactors, and the
only foreign operator in India is Russia’s Rosatom.

AN & 9 A 7 22 Ruaed § 6,780 MW & #gfFeaX Ira¥ &1dar &, 3K oRd &
THATT Tl 3HIeX ¥ FT Rosatom g1

High Liability Concerns for Western Companies

gt Fufaat & Qv 3= g i Rane

Western nuclear power companies have said clauses in the CLNDA are unacceptable
as they mandate a high degree of liability for suppliers.

gftesll FgfFaa araY Fufaat 2 #gr § o CLNDA & wraun amqfdediat & faw
3%d 3l A qeerdt 3o axa €, S T 78§

These clauses contradict the international Convention for Supplementary
Compensation for Nuclear Damage (CSC), which focuses only on the liability of
operators of the plant.

q G AR 7 fFera’ 3AS & fav @@ Fyamasr F A@fdr (CSC) @ fadremsmed
g, S Fad Tdlie ATRET AT AR TR FHigd g1
The clauses were inserted in 2012, following heated debates in Parliament, where the

then-in-Opposition NDA members had accused the government of letting Western
companies off from liability.
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irmazmzﬁmmz},ﬁﬁmmﬁmmgézﬁ,aﬁmﬁ#ﬁ
39 WAT F NDA W & TR W aRa#l Fufaai # ey & JFd F& 1 3T

oI AT AT|

This was in the context of the Union Carbide-Bhopal gas leak case that killed
thousands in 1984 and the Fukushima nuclear leak in Japan in 2011.

I% gfaae FraTgs-He AW Rae Aa & G697 7 o, [ 1984 7 goRT deT AR
T 3, 3R GHRAT ~gFTaR Rama o7 = F 2011 F g3 2|

Amendment of Nuclear Liability Laws: Key Statements

FFEI A FpAl #H FAT: YT a9

Shyam Saran, former Foreign Secretary, who was the Prime Minister’s Special
Envoy for Nuclear Affairs and Climate Change at the time, said the law was amended
just to satisfy the Opposition.

= WA, IJ e af¥E, S 38 99 yueEd F @Ay g@ g Awe s
Srerarg aRads & fAT Y, 3 Fgr1 % T5 P B fger w1 dqse 7@ & v
e femam aram ol

He added that the international operator’s legal liability clause would create problems
down the road, and amendments must be made in consultation with international
partners to ensure liability is dealt with in signed contracts.

3ogiet I% o FgT & ASd e #f Fepeh et ORT fasy 7 goeard et
X Fhdl g, 3R AU HTRTET TR & GT WA T Fw S arfge arfes
CCRY 1 FHATHT EEARIRA ejatil 7 fhar ST Fehl

The External Affairs Ministry declined to comment on the proposed amendments but

officials aware of discussions said the CLNDA would be amended to separate
operator’s liability from supplier’s liability to align with the CSC.

faeer #aTeT & gEaTiad H@eeEt 9 feeuol e & geR oY o, Afehel 30 g W
AT F 37991 AfFIRAT F g7 f5 CLNDA &t @fea forar sreem arfes sitaeT Y
TG T ITqfeiaT #T GG T e T ST w3 3/ CSC & 38R @ o
Toh|

The Atomic Energy Act would also be liberalized to encourage investment in power
projects in India.
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‘Maintain a diary to track irregular periods’

ES Paper lll: Basic Science
The Hindu Bureau beyond 35 days, and post-

CHENNAI

Experts have underlined
the need for women to
maintain a menstrual diary
to keep track of irregular
periods.

Speaking at a webinar
on “Management of heavy
menstrual bleeding” as
part of The Hindu’s
“Healthy India, Happy In-
dia” initiative in collabora-
tion with Naruvi Hospitals,
Vellore, Abraham Peedi-
cayil, senior consultant in
gynae-oncology at the hos-
pital, emphasised the im-
portance of maintaining
haemoglobin levels
through iron supplements
or blood transfusions, if
necessary.

He highlighted key indi-
cators of abnormal men-
strual bleeding, such as cy-
cles lasting more than
seven days, heavy clotting,
frequent periods occurring
within 21 days, delays

coital bleeding. Three doc-
tors from Naruvi Hospitals
provided insights into the
causes, diagnosis, and lat-
est treatment options for
this condition, aiming to
raise awareness and en-
hance women’s health.

Dr. Peedicayil empha-
sised that a woman’s men-
strual cycle involves both
the ovarian and uterine cy-
cles, not just the period it-
self. He explained that a
typical cycle lasts between
21 and 35 days, with men-
struation occurring for two
to seven days. “Menopause
generally occurs around
the age of 50,” he added.

He also stressed the im-
portance of menstrual hy-
giene, recommending reg-
ular changes of menstrual
products, wearing breatha-
ble clothing, and maintain-
ing proper genital hygiene
to prevent infections and
control odour.

Regarding perimeno-

e
Hanvi HEALTHIER
= CHOICES,
‘ﬂ,@ HAPPIER
I LIVES.

HEALTHY

l’l"f.DpléV oo us Ten a winmAx oN )

e WS
MER  BLEEDING

pausal bleeding disorders,
he noted that irregular va-
ginal bleeding was com-
mon during the transition
to menopause. “If your pe-
riods are excessively heavy
or delayed by more than
three months, it is crucial
to consult a doctor,” he
said. Symptoms of perime-
nopause include irregular
cycles, mood swings, vagi-
nal dryness, and a de-
creased libido.
Menopause, he ex-
plained, is defined as the
absence of menstruation
for at least six months,
once pregnancy has been
ruled out. Any postmeno-

pausal bleeding is consi-
dered abnormal and re-
quires immediate
investigation to rule out
potential cancer risks.

Heavy bleeding
P.B. Akilasree, senior con-
sultant in obstetrics and
gynaecology at Naruvi Hos-
pitals, addressed the issue
of heavy menstrual bleed-
ing in adolescents. She ex-
plained that normal blood
loss during a cycle is
around 30 ml-40 ml. Ho-
wever, if blood loss ex-
ceeds 80 ml or requires
more than one pad per
hour, it is classified as hea-
vy menstrual bleeding.

She highlighted major
causes of excessive bleed-
ing in adolescents, such as
anovulation, hormonal im-
balances, and thyroid dys-
function. The condition of-
ten leads to school
absenteeism and emotion-
al distress.

For treatment, she re-

‘Maintain a diary to track irregular periods’

faafAg AfF 43 W FoR W F AT tF s T9w @

Experts Highlight Importance of Menstrual Health and Tracking

sl a afE 4o Farey 3R P & Agca A W@ifra R

commended non-hormo-
nal medication, iron sup-
plements for anaemia,
and, in some cases, surgi-
cal intervention for fi-
broids. “Using high-absor-
bency sanitary products
and consuming iron-rich
foods can help manage
symptoms,” she advised.
She also urged young wo-
men to seek medical atten-
tion if they experience sev-
ere cramps Or excessive
bleeding.

Jeyasheela Kamaraj,
consultant in obstetrics
and gynaecology at Naruvi
Hospitals, discussed heavy
menstrual bleeding in wo-
men aged 19 to 45.

“It is essential to identify
whether the bleeding is
due to infections,” she
said. Treatment options in-
clude iron supplements,
tranexamic acid, and com-
bined oral contraceptive
(COC) pills.

(The video is available on
bit.ly/3XhalLF)

o Experts have underlined the need for women to maintain a menstrual diary to track
irregular periods.

AT o Afgem3t & v AR 937 s Taw @S ' 3ME™EHar |W AR fem,
Itk 3 AT JfAs g F1 SF W@ THh|

e Speaking at a webinar on “Management of heavy menstrual bleeding” as part of The
Hindu’s “Healthy India, Happy India” initiative in collaboration with Naruvi Hospitals,
Vellore, Abraham Peedicayil, senior consultant in gynae-oncology at the hospital,
emphasised the importance of maintaining haemoglobin levels through iron

supplements or blood transfusions if necessary.

The Hindu & “Healthy India, Happy India’ 9gef & dgd Naruvi Hospitals, Vellore &
qrY Aot 3T “Heavy Menstrual Bleeding &T 9atel” W U AR H,
Abraham Peedicayil, 3/FqdTel 3 MMAA-HTHIATSN F IRTS TAGPR of gATAET T
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FATC W & HAged W SR T, I8 98 AR WCAHeH AT W&d TGS & ATETH
a gl

e He highlighted key indicators of abnormal menstrual bleeding, such as cycles lasting
more than seven days, heavy clotting, frequent periods occurring within 21 days,
delays beyond 35 days, and postcoital bleeding.

3egiel AT ATAF 3 TFAUTE o JHE Hhoehl I 3R ham, S T | fewit
T 30T o) g arer I, dY gFF, 21 Rl & fiay aR-9R Ja1f@e o9t 37arm, 35
et F I &8, 3R IeFiged TFauE|

o Three doctors from Naruvi Hospitals provided insights into the causes, diagnosis, and
latest treatment options for this condition, aiming to raise awareness and enhance
women’s health.

Naruvi Hospitals & dieT 3idei & 38 Tufa & #rof, fAge iR ddlsaqw 3Tar
faFeul & IR & SRRy &[G 36527 Al & TareeT &l SeTesh e AR

dqldl AT|
e Dr. Peedicayil emphasised that a woman’s menstrual cycle involves both the ovarian
and uterine cycles, not just the period itself.

31. Peedicayil & Ig SR f&ar & v AR &1 Af@A® 437 9% Faa IRIsq a=
WfAT A8 gYar, o sgH WP 3T THRAT TF o= A B

o He explained that a typical cycle lasts between 21 and 35 days, with menstruation
occurring for two to seven days.

3egiel THSTAT & U AT I 21 @ 35 Al & I |ar &, Sad aiflfs g ar @
a1 &t g g &1

e He also mentioned that menopause generally occurs around the age of 50.

3gle Tg o Fgr & Wfagfe aeaa: 50 9§ 6 37 & Imaarw g

o Dr. Peedicayil stressed the importance of menstrual hygiene, recommending regular
changes of menstrual products, wearing breathable clothing, and maintaining
proper genital hygiene to prevent infections and control odour.

3T, Peedicayil # ATRAF 4 TaeadT & Agcd W AR fear, owsd a1 43 3cumeY &
frafae aRadesr, @/ A9 A97 FI3 g8, 3R SHET TS S0 W A
RAwifer fr arfd ToreoT A Vbt o1 TS 3R 71 FIRHT AT o TF|

e Regarding perimenopausal bleeding disorders, he noted that irregular vaginal
bleeding was common during the transition to menopause.

RAFTerer Wwawa fFRI & a7, 30gia I8 Fgr & wWfagfar & wshaor & g
AT AN FaaET TAT gl

o He stated that if periods are excessively heavy or delayed by more than three
months, it is crucial to consult a doctor.

35 Fel & afe A1fw et srcafw ot § a1 i wde @ arfte vy aw A @t
W@ ¥, o STy & WA FIAT 3edd AGeaqr ¢
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e Symptoms of perimenopause include irregular cycles, mood swings, vaginal
dryness, and decreased libido.

AT & wreon # sfaafa aF, 7z Baew, AfF & @, 3k 3w geor §
AT A &

e Menopause is defined as the absence of menstruation for at least six months, once
pregnancy has been ruled out.

Wfagia #T &7 § 7 5F AR dF AMAG &3 FT o G AT ST g, ST FSHTaEYT

Y TR AT ST FehT 8l

e Any postmenopausal bleeding is considered abnormal and requires immediate
investigation to rule out potential cancer risks.

fordt oft T ToraaTa &1 3T A STdT § 3N HFaT A da6RmT &
T R S &7 37TaRIshell gl &

Heavy Menstrual Bleeding in Adolescents

freafEt & o AT a4 TawE

e P.B. Akilasree, senior consultant in obstetrics and gynaecology at Naruvi Hospitals,
addressed the issue of heavy menstrual bleeding in adolescents.

P.B. Akilasree, Naruvi Hospitals # ¥R 3R qdfa i ass Fomgar, F Frafat
a1t AfAF oot TEawTE & Heg W oTH H

e She explained that normal blood loss during a cycle is around 30 ml-40 ml, but if it
exceeds 80 ml or requires more than one pad per hour, it is classified as heavy
menstrual bleeding.

3cglel GHSIRT o6 Ueh Ih H AT IFd gifer 1973791 30 fA.eft.-40 el gt &, aferer
fe ag 80 .. & 310% & TT v ue H veh ¥ HAF ¥z Fr aeywar &, ar 59
it w3 auE & §9 # gafihd R Sar g

e She highlighted major causes of excessive bleeding in adolescents, such as
anovulation, hormonal imbalances, and thyroid dysfunction.

3egia RN & AT Fawa & 97T FHRON H 3R fHar, S b vagaer,
grfeTe 3rHcae, 3N IRRiss Bawar|
o This condition often leads to school absenteeism and emotional distress.

Ig TEUfd 3o el @ eyl 3R siTasticas de1a 1 HROT FAcll B

e For treatment, she recommended non-hormonal medication, iron supplements for
anaemia, and, in some cases, surgical intervention for fibroids.

39AR & foT, 3egia d-grifaer gamd, velifdar & fav s3mRer wodeiew, 3k 5o
HAHC H BIgaissd & fov Afoiher gedald o RAmier $

e She advised using high-absorbency sanitary products and consuming iron-rich
foods to help manage symptoms.
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37giol 3Td IHGAVOT &TAAT AT AfAed 3euel 1 3TN e 3R IRA-HARY Wieh
UGTT T Yael e T Follg & dlfeh SI&Tull &l Jaifdd fhar S aeh

e She also urged young women to seek medical attention if they experience severe
cramps or excessive bleeding.

3egiel gaT Afgen3it 1 3R Vo1 A7 IcAfhF TFAwTE F1 3 gl R Rfrcwdrr
€T ol T Helrg &

Heavy Menstrual Bleeding in Women Aged 19-45
19 % 45 9% Iy A Afgenat F o TRAF et wawE

e« Jeyasheela Kamaraj, consultant in obstetrics and gynaecology at Naruvi Hospitals,
discussed heavy menstrual bleeding in women aged 19 to 45.

Jeyasheela Kamaraj, Naruvi Hospitals 3 TRWT 3t s¥qfer 1 Heger, o 19 & 45
a¥ g A Aot F o ARAF ot TwawE W =T H

e She emphasized the importance of identifying if the bleeding is due to infections.
3egiel YE 9IR &A1 & g ugarete Agcaqul § o {&Fcara WHaAT & HROT § AT 78|

e Treatment options include iron supplements, tranexamic acid, and combined oral
contraceptive (COC) pills.

(coc) et enfAer &1
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Global confidence in India’s
aerospace capabilities is
growing, says Rajnath Singh

Defence Minister hails participation of over 90 countries in Aero India show; Defence Secretary

says government hopeful that supply of LCA Tejas from 2025-26 would be as per the original plan

|GS Paper llIl: Defence

Dinakar Peri
BENGALURU

he light combat air-
T craft (LCA) produc-

tion line has stabil-
ised, not only at Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL) but
also for General Electric
(GE) engines, Sanjeev Ku-
mar, Secretary, Defence
Production, said on Sun-
day.

“We are sure from 2025-
26 onwards, LCA Tejas
supply will be as per the
original plan,” he said. He
also noted that the Indian
Air Force (IAF) and the De-
fence Ministry were dis-
cussing various approach-
es and that “appropriate
options would be exer-
cised” to keep the armed
forces ready for all kinds of
situations.

“We are committed to
the advanced medium
combat aircraft (AMCA)...
and simultaneously we
would be considering all
options to make our armed
forces ready and pre-
pared,” Mr. Kumar said at
the curtain-raiser press
conference on Aero India,
scheduled to be held in
Bengaluru from February
10 to 14. He said that with
the production line and en-
gine issues having stabil-
ised by 2025-26, 16 to 24
LCA would be delivered.

L.

2025

(o]

Charting progress: Rajnath Singh speaks at a press conference
ahead of Aero India 2025, in Bengaluru on Sunday. MURALI KUMAR K.

“We are working with
our American partner GE
so that their supply gets
streamlined in 2025-26 and
going forward,” he added.

Earlier in the day, Union
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh visited HAL and saw
the LCA-MKIA jets, the de-
liveries of which have been
delayed due to engine de-
lays and other issues.

Amid delays in moder-
nisation and falling fighter
squadron strength, both
the Russian Su-57 and
American F-35, both fifth-
generation fighters, will be
present at Aero India.

This year’s Aero India,
in its 15th edition, is spread
over a total area of over
42,000 sq. m, with the
confirmed participation of
931 exhibitors, including

150 foreign companies,
making it the biggest till
date.

Mr. Rajnath  Singh
termed the participation of
more than 90 countries a
testament to the growing
global confidence in India’s
aerospace and defence
capabilities.

Record defence export
“Defence Ministers or re-
presentatives from about
30 countries have come to
participate in this event.
The presence of Air Chiefs
and Secretaries from 43
countries further high-
lights the significance of
this event — not just for In-
dia, but for the entire inter-
national defence commun-
ity,” the Minister said.
“When it comes to de-

fence manufacturing, I am
delighted to share that our
domestic defence produc-
tion has surpassed a record
¥1.27 lakh crore,” Mr. Raj-
nath Singh said. “By the
end of 2025-26, we expect
this figure to exceed 31.60
lakh crore... Additionally,
our defence exports have
also crossed a record
321,000 crore, and by the
end of 2025-26, we antici-
pate this figure to surpass
%30,000 crore. I am confi-
dent that this event will
further accelerate our jour-
ney toward self-reliance in
defence production.”

The event comprises
the Defence Ministers’
Conclave; a CEOs’ roundta-
ble; the inauguration of the
India and iDEX Pavilions; a
Manthan iDEX event; a Sa-
marthya indigenisation
event; a valedictory func-
tion; seminars; breathtak-
ing air shows; and an exhi-
bition by  aerospace
companies.

Mr. Singh will host the
Defence Ministers’ Con-
clave on February 11 in hy-
brid mode. The theme
“Building Resilience
through International De-
fence and Global Engage-
ment (BRIDGE)” under-
scores the importance of
supply chain resilience and
strategic collaboration in
defence, officials said.
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Global confidence in India’s aerospace capabilities is
growing, says Rajnath Singh

HRT T TIRINY &HART W IRGF 09T 9% @7 & Ty
e

Defence Minister hails participation of over 90 countries in Aero India show;
Defence Secretary says government hopeful that supply of LCA Tejas from 2025-
26 would be as per the original plan

T JA T 3T oY & 90 @ ™ et i sreilerd i wEar i wam g &
g1 % WHR F1 37 § F 2025-26 ¥ vardlie dorw A amqfed A7 Ao &
AR gl

LCA Production Line Stabilises, Future Plans for Defence Production

LCA 3cUTesT TS« fRUR, 18T 3curesl & fav sfasy iy e

e The light combat aircraft (LCA) production line has stabilised, not only at Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL) but also for General Electric (GE) engines, said Sanjeev
Kumar, Secretary, Defence Production, on Sunday.

ATET FIFAT TIHFE (LCA) 3cUIGe oISl o dhaol fegeareT wWateaq fafdes (HAL)
# gfcsh FeRe gafdes (GE) sorai & fav off R g 915 §, Waan &l Heflg FAR,

afIg, 8T IeuTget o el

e He confirmed that from 2025-26 onwards, LCA Tejas supply will be as per the original
plan.
37glel qiSe T fh 2025-26 ¥ T, LCA ASId 3TYfcd HeT Al & AR g

e The Indian Air Force (IAF) and the Defence Ministry are discussing various
approaches, and appropriate options would be exercised to keep the armed forces
ready for all kinds of situations.

HARAT g V1 (IAF) 3R 8T FHarerg fafdest efeion w o=t ¢ @ ¢, 3 3hRa
Reat &1 39T Far Srwen arfes @RT g & gt g fr aRfEufaat & o
IR @1 ST IF|

e Sanjeev Kumar reiterated the commitment to the advanced medium combat aircraft
(AMCA) and ensuring the readiness of armed forces.

Hg FAR A Joold AATAF Jusd AT (AMCA) & T gfdeeear ik qeres aaf
B TR AT el W SR e

e The Aero India event is scheduled from February 10 to 14 in Bengaluru, where he
addressed the media at the curtain-raiser press conference.
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TR 9 ST & Afar @ arg S
By 2025-26, 16 to 24 LCA would be delivered.
2025-26 d@&, 16 ¥ 24 LCA faaRa fru Fmgar

The production line and engine issues are expected to stabilise by 2025-26 with GE's
supply streamlined.

2025-26 % 3cIG osel 3R $511 Ag@l & R gt &1 3790g §, o GE
3Mqfc gegafeya gr Seah|

Rajnath Singh, Union Defence Minister, visited HAL and inspected the LCA-MK1A jets,
whose deliveries have been delayed due to engine and other issues.

8T #Y Ty &g o HAL &7 gRT foham 3R LCA-Mk1A Sted &1 fadraror o,
Sy Rehadl goiet 3R 377 Heeh & HRUT R & 7E B

Both Russian Su-57 and American F-35, fifth-generation fighters, will be present at
Aero India.

Y Su-57 3R HARSY F-35, aigdt N & w3 AW, W RAF FAsg @
This year’s Aero India is the 15th edition and covers an area of 42,000 sg. m, with 931

exhibitors confirmed, including 150 foreigh companies, making it the biggest edition
so far.

g T T WY 3T 15a1 HEHIOT § 31N Ig 42,000 F9F Hex &7 7 thar g3 g, forae
931 y&eid U &, foreray 150 fadeft Fafaat enfaer &, 3 39 379 d% &7 Fad 7
HEHIOT FATT B

Mr. Rajnath Singh termed the participation of more than 90 countries as a testament
to the growing global confidence in India’s aerospace and defence capabilities.

T&T FHA T AT A 90 ¥ 3O e Fr ameiie’y &I g Hr gy 3w e
STHATHT H JodT dRas fARarT &1 YHOT Jaram|

Record Defence Export

Reprs a1 AT

Defence Ministers or representatives from about 30 countries have come to participate
in the event.

&1 AT I7 30 32 & AR F 7@ 3RS FH HET A & AU v §)

The presence of Air Chiefs and Secretaries from 43 countries highlights the
significance of the event for the entire international defence community.

43 ot & arg AT 9@ 3R wiRat Hr 3ufeAfT 50 IRee & FARTET W@ FHeT
F fIT Agca #H IR RO &

Domestic defence production has surpassed a record of ¥1.27 lakh crore, and by
2025-26, it is expected to exceed ¥1.60 lakh crore.
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o Defence exports have crossed a record of 21,000 crore, and by 2025-26, this figure is
expected to surpass ¥30,000 crore.

TaTm faTa & 21,000 F08 1 Reprs gr FAT §, 31 2025-26 G Tg 377hHaT 30,000
FUS F IR I HT 37AG g

o The event will further accelerate India’s journey toward self-reliance in defence
production.

g TSI ARG Y &I 3cqiee # AT eRar fr fgam 7 amar & 3R aFF S|

« The event includes the Defence Ministers' Conclave, CEOs’ roundtable, the
inauguration of the India and iDEX Pavilions, Manthan iDEX event, Samarthya
indigenisation event, a valedictory function, seminars, air shows, and exhibitions by
aerospace companies.

g AeleT & 18T AR F1 oo, i WFsead, AR 3R iDEX ufafera=a #r
3cHTCH, AU iDEX FIHA, TALY Faafievr FEHA, U FATCH TARE, HINSSAT,
gar$ vgdd, 3R TIRIEE Hufaal canrT geder anfde g

e Mr. Singh will host the Defence Ministers’ Conclave on February 11 in hybrid mode.
AT 11 wadl FI g1sfas A1 & W@ AR & FFAAA HT AT HIET|

e The theme of the Defence Ministers’ Conclave is “Building Resilience through

International Defence and Global Engagement (BRIDGE),” which emphasizes the
importance of supply chain resilience and strategic collaboration in defence.

8T AR & FFAEA F AT g “HARSAT 87 3R IRaw wgdhor & Aregw &
areftemuer fawfor (BRIDGE),” Sit 3mqfet sj@er erefiarder 31T 1& & oeifas g &
HAgcd W AR &ar g
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U.S. aircraft to be a major draw at Aero India

IGS Paper Ili: Defence |

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The fifth-generation F-35
fighter jet, the aerial re-
fuelling tanker aircraft
KC-135 Stratotanker, the B-1
supersonic heavy bomber,
and F-16 fighter jets are
among the aircraft from
the U.S. that will be on dis-
play at the Aero India 2025
in Bengaluru.

This is the 15th time that
the U.S. is participating in
Asia’s biggest air show,
which will be held from Fe-
bruary 10 to 14.

Over 20 exhibitors

At Aero India, more than
two dozen U.S. exhibitors
will engage with Indian
counterparts, explore new
business  opportunities,
and demonstrate innova-
tive solutions in aviation
and defence. These com-
panies will display advan-

——

Supersonic flight: A view of the fifth generation F-35 fighter jet,
which will be on display at Aero India 2025. AP

cements in unmanned ae-
rial systems, fighter
aircraft, advanced avion-
ics, and defence
electronics.

Jorgan Andrews, Chargé
d’Affaires of the U.S. Em-
bassy in New Delhi, will
lead the high-level delega-
tion of representatives

from the U.S. Departments
of State, Defence, and
Commerce.

“The United States is ex-
cited to once again partici-
pate in Aero India and to
spotlight our strong de-
fence ties with India. Our
cooperation in defence,
trade, and training is inte-

gral to our growing strateg-
ic partnership,” Mr. An-
drews said.

General Kevin Schneid-
er, Commander, U.S. Pacif-
ic Air Forces; Brigadier-
General Patrick Teague, se-
nior defence official, U.S.’s
Mission in India; and Con-
sul-General Chris Hodges,
U.S. Consulate General
Chennai, will also be part
of the U.S. delegation.

Deepened defence ties
Since Aero India 2023, the
U.S. and India have dee-
pened defence ties, includ-
ing through technology in-
novation, expanded trade,
and increased cooperation
in maritime security, cy-
bersecurity, logistics, and
counter-terrorism
operations.

General Schneider said:
“Aero India 2025 is an ideal
forum to showcase U.S. de-
fence aircraft and equip-

U.S. aircraft to be a major draw at Aero India
T 33T A IARNA R g FEw smwdor
U.S. Aircraft at Aero India 2025
T 39T 2025 H IANA A

ment and ultimately con-
tribute  toward our
compatibility and interop-
erability with other na-
tions.”

“The growth in Indian
and U.S. bilateral defence
trade has corresponded
with growing interopera-
bility through information
sharing, liaison officers,
training exercises, and de-
fence enabling agree-
ments. The importance of
our partnership continues
to grow, particularly as we
face an increasingly com-
plex and dynamic security
environment in the Indo-
Pacific,” he added.

Final Approach, the 10-
member ensemble of the
the United States Air Force
Band of the Pacific, will
perform for the public at
Aero India on February 13
and 14 and at 5 p.m. on Fe-
bruary 11 at the Christ Un-
iversity auditorium.

o« The F-35fighter jet, the KC-135 Stratotanker aerial refuelling tanker aircraft, the B-1
supersonic heavy bomber, and F-16 fighter jets are among the aircraft from the U.S.
that will be on display at Aero India 2025 in Bengaluru.

F-35 ®18eT 3T, KC-135 Stratotanker TRIe Rugfelar o faATeT, B-1 guavaifas gdt
siFay, 3R F-16 B5eX Stew 3RS e § S ot A 2025 7 Frqw A vefda

gt

e This is the 15th time that the U.S. is participating in Asia’s biggest air show, which will

be held from February 10 to 14.
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g 15aT FGETE 519 U.S. TRIAT & Fad 93 TAX M 797 of @I &, ST 10 W 14
WEl d TS ger|

Over 20 Exhibitors
20 ¥ IO+ v

e At Aero India, more than two dozen U.S. exhibitors will engage with Indian
counterparts, explore new business opportunities, and demonstrate innovative solutions
in aviation and defence.

W sRATH QY goid ¥ 3w FANH ygetd IR THEGET & AT JEIT Hel, A7
SR HEERT T @ret #wder, AR Rameter 3R W@ & Fararqy! FaAre gefdid s

e These companies will display advancements in unmanned aerial systems, fighter
aircraft, advanced avionics, and defence electronics.

FAFCaFH & JITfd TSI S|

U.S. Embassy Representation

U.S. gararw &1 gfafaftes

e Jorgan Andrews, Chargé d’Affaires of the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi, will lead the
high-level delegation of representatives from the U.S. Departments of State, Defence,
and Commerce.

ST U3, U.S. g & Aher YT aF Reeh A, U.S. T, T, Ak aiftsa

X a !
fasmait & yfafafeat & seo-rali gfafafsse w1 dAdgca w3
e Mr. Andrews stated that the United States is excited to once again participate in Aero
India and to spotlight the strong defence ties with India.

IELT VYA o1 gl foh WIFd T IANFT v IR R W $BWH a7 o7 & fow
3cHTigd & 3R AR & TY 39 HoTed &I el 1 T & TG RId AT T8l
gl

e U.S. cooperation in defence, trade, and training is integral to the growing strategic
partnership with India.

T&TT, SR, 31X 9fAeTor & U.S. GgANT $TRT & AT S Wiefasw e 1 31fHeeT
’ear gl

U.S. Delegation Participation

u.S. sfafafsze i smefier

e General Kevin Schneider, Commander, U.S. Pacific Air Forces; Brigadier General
Patrick Teague, senior defence official, U.S. Mission in India; and Consul-General
Chris Hodges, U.S. Consulate General Chennai, will also be part of the U.S.
delegation.
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T DR, U.S. A #Rd &; 3R Figer seel 5y @199, U.S. Figae Seie
Fea1s, o U.S. wfafaf@ese &1 fgear g

Deepened Defence Ties
TEX U &l Hay

Since Aero India 2023, the U.S. and India have deepened defence ties, including
through technology innovation, expanded trade, and increased cooperation in
maritime security, cybersecurity, logistics, and counter-terrorism operations.

W ST 2023 F 39 TR U.S. IR AR & o Tl ey X g ¥, Torem wiemnfahy
et & Sar EUSRRIEINIEC) gl
General Schneider said that Aero India 2025 is an ideal forum to showcase U.S.

defence aircraft and equipment, contributing toward compatibility and interoperability
with other nations.

STeTTel 2AAT8ST o gl b T SfFAT 2025 T 36y HIT § a7 U.S. a7 e 3ik
30T YSRId fhT ST T &, St 307 &t & a1 Wardar 31T sewsimmfafad &
ARSI AT B

The growth in Indian and U.S. bilateral defence trade has corresponded with growing
interoperability through information sharing, liaison officers, training exercises, and
defence enabling agreements.

AR 3 U.S. gRafir T SR A el o gEen | F, P et
yfRYeToT s, 3N T WerH WA F AETA F Toc §5 FHREES A
TgAfa &1 g

The importance of the U.S.-India partnership continues to grow, especially as both
countries face a complex and dynamic security environment in the Indo-Pacific.

U.S.-8TRd T8GR ST HAgcd dedT off &7 &, AW &7 & Fifer et e &Y g8i-
AAfhew A v Sifeer 3R arfaier gRatm ardreRor &1 FHAT AT IS &

Final Approach Performance
Bl TUIT Yeeld

Final Approach, the 10-member ensemble of the United States Air Force Band of
the Pacific, will perform for the public at Aero India on February 13 and 14 and at 5
p.m. on February 11 at the Christ University auditorium.

WA THN, §YFd UST ag {1 & Ui &5 #7 10-9ed Fofg, W 3R 13
3R 14 wead A1 3R 11 wad F A 5 gt FeEe IR AEAREw 7 F T &
forT gedier sam
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Telescopes around the world spotted a colossal radio jet issuing from a quasar dating back to the first billion years of the universe. Twice as wide as the Milky Way galaxy, this jet
of radio waves is the biggest ever detected so early in the history of the universe, astronomers reported on February 6. NOIRLAB/NSF/AURA/M. GARLICK
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Sinuses: little balloons in the face

[GS Paper lil: S&T ]

The Hindu Bureau

In colloquial use, the term
‘sinus’ refers to the
paranasal sinuses, air-filled
sacs arranged around the
middle of the face.
The frontal sinuses are
located above both eyes,
fanning out from the top of
the bridge of the nose. The
sphenoid sinus is located
behind the eyes,
underneath the bridge,
while the maxillary sinuses
are also behind the eyes but
flanking the nose. The
ethmoidal sinuses are
located between the eyes.
They are all connected to
the brain through the
trigeminal nerve, which is
also responsible for sensing
stimuli on the face.
For all the detail with which
scientists have studied
them, the precise role of the
sinuses is unclear. They
have been known to
produce nitric oxide, which
helps the body retain
oxygen.

The sinuses are
connected to the nasal
cavity through narrow
passages called ostia, which
can become blocked when
the nasal lining is inflamed
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Sinuses: little balloons in the face

AEAH: g W BT TR

Sinuses and Their Function
A" 3R 3T FF

e In colloquial use, the term ‘sinus’ refers to the
paranasal sinuses, air-filled sacs arranged around
the middle of the face.

HIEROT YT H, AeE “IGAW’ I FAlS GRIATHA
WEAE A E, SN gaT A N g AN @A & s I &
Aeg # ffud g gl

e The frontal sinuses are located above both eyes,
fanning out from the top of the bridge of the nose.

Hed ABAW el 3@l & IR TIT 8 §, I A
& qaf & i F e

e The sphenoid sinus is located behind the eyes,
underneath the bridge, while the maxillary sinuses
3 are also behind the eyes but flanking the nose.

feua gl g, safs dAfFaeds aaw o gl & 98
gia € afh a1 & gt 3R Ryd g €

with the subject ‘Daily page’
The ethmoidal sinuses are located between the eyes.

TYASST HEAW @l F i g @ g

They are all connected to the brain through the trigeminal nerve, which is also
responsible for sensing stimuli on the face.

T aeft Af¥ass O GARer 7 d & ganrr J9 g1 &, S Uy R I3 I Hged
F & fow off FAeR g gl

Head-on and side-on views of the locations of the various
paranasal sinuses. CFCF (CC BY-5A3.0)

due to a cold or an allergic reaction. As a result,
the sinuses can’t drain the mucus they produce
and the individual is said to have sinusitis.

The condition can also arise if the individual
has a dental infection, growths in the nose
called polyps or a weak immune system.
Sinusitis can be cleared by drugs that dilute the
blockage and/or ameliorate any of the other
stressors.

Unclear Role of Sinuses

qZAH

FT IATTSE FA

Despite extensive study, the precise role of the sinuses is unclear.
A HETT & FTas]G, HGeTH 1 Heleh I HEISE ¢ |
They have been known to produce nitric oxide, which helps the body retain oxygen.

Ig AT ¢ 5 T asRe iearss 3cueaT ad &, ST R F 3T a0 @l 7
e L gl
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Connection of Sinuses to Nasal Cavity
WIBTH FT ATAFT T & Faer

e The sinuses are connected to the nasal cavity through narrow passages called ostia,
which can become blocked when the nasal lining is inflamed due to a cold or an allergic
reaction.

IS AMAFT T A ThI0T TEAT o HAEIH T S5 8l § Toloe AT el ST &, 5t
S 3ATSH B HWehel § i ofich hT Ul Wl I Tersit Gfafshar & SROT FoT el &

Sinusitis
ArgTafed

e As aresult, the sinuses can’t drain the mucus they produce and the individual is said to
have sinusitis.

S IRUTHETRY, HISAH il FIHH 3cUeal A &, 34 6T o6l I 3R safead
ABAABRH &I 1T g

e The condition can also arise if the individual has a dental infection, growths in the nose
called polyps, or a weak immune system.

I ufa aa ot sceet g T ¢ Afe cafad & @ aFAvT, A1 7 dieicd (JE1aT),
I FAAR g1 Reea el

Treatment for Sinusitis

AAaEied 1 ITAR

e Sinusitis can be cleared by drugs that dilute the blockage and/or ameliorate any of the
other stressors.

WIFAATZEH FT AT & IRT ATF fhdT ST Tehedl § ST AT FI Il Fcl o
3IR/AT 3T dATdr P HH FAT B

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Will not reclaim funds given to ‘ineligible’ beneficiaries

of Ladki Bahin Yojana: Minister / /g afgel AreteT &
AR AT Fr RU v g F aow ¢ fAgr Smeam:
|
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2. In afirst, chiefs of Air Force and Army fly together in

light combat aircraft Tejas / 9gelt IR arde HR qer@a
Y@l F god ST fadAe dorE A UF WY 330 o

3. Namibian independence leader Sam Nujoma dies aged

95 / ATHfAT & TaAFAT AT VA FANAT T 95 T HY I3TY

Hq e

Will not reclaim funds given
to ‘ineligible’ beneficiaries of
Ladki Bahin Yojana: Minister

‘Inappropriate’ to demand refund from 5 lakh women who received the monthly aid and will no

longer be part of the scheme, says Aditi Tatkare; Oppn. MVA terms initiative ‘election gimmick’

Pcs

Abhinay Deshpande
MUMBAI

he Maharashtra go-
Tvemment on Sun-

day clarified that
the funds disbursed to 2.46
crore women under the
Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki
Bahin Yojana, before a
scrutiny declared 5 lakh of
them <“ineligible”, would
not be taken back.

Women and Child Deve-
lopment Minister Aditi Tat-
kare stated that while “in-
eligible” beneficiaries
would no longer receive
funds, the government
would not demand a re-

-
\

Women and Child Development
Minister Aditi Tatkare.

fund of the aid already pro-
vided. “It would not be ap-
propriate to reclaim the
amount already deposited,
but those declared ineligi-
ble will no longer be part of
the scheme,” she clarified.

The scheme, which was
launched in July 2024, pro-
vides a monthly financial
assistance of 1,500 to wo-
men aged between 21 and
65 with an annual family
income below ¥2.5 lakh.
Between July and Decem-
ber 2024, the State dis-
bursed ¥450 crore under
the initiative.

Out of the five lakh wo-
men deemed “ineligible”,
1.5 lakh women were
found to be above the age
limit of 65, while 1.6 lakh
women either owned a
four-wheeler or were re-
ceiving benefits from other
government schemes such

as the Namo Shetkari Yoja-
na. Another 2.3 lakh wo-
men were identified as re-
cipients of the Sanjay
Gandhi Niradhar Scheme,
which disqualifies them
from the Mukhyamantri
Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana.

Oppn. concerns
However, the scheme has
drawn criticism from the
Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi, which has raised
concerns about its finan-
cial viability in a State grap-
pling with a fiscal deficit of
%2 lakh crore. The MVA
termed the scheme an
“election gimmick”.

Will not reclaim
funds given to
‘ineligible’
beneficiaries of
Ladki Bahin
Yojana: Minister
CECAR TG I G
& I ATy
H oU T 4T F
a9y g forar
SATTm: 7=

‘inappropriate’ to demand
refund from 5 lakh women

who received the monthly aid and will no longer be part of the scheme, says Aditi

Tatkare; Oppn. MVA terms initiative ‘election gimmick

Fffyr aeay & Fe1 F 5 o ARenst @ I a9w AR IR T, B TE
e dar TRy @Al 3iX 39 9 39 I F1 REwr a8 @t Ruaht vadiv F 59 gga
Y ‘gATEr Aehr FIR 21w

Maharashtra Government's Clarification on Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana

HENTSE TFHR HT AEIAA 7 agehr afger A av Fasdiaor
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e The Maharashtra government clarified that the funds disbursed to 2.46 crore women
under the Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana, before scrutiny, which declared 5
lakh of them “ineligible”, would not be taken back.

HERISE TR o Tqs¢ fonar o Aegeat #sht oz afgar Ao ded 2.46 w03
Afgemsit 1 & 15 gAY, FFH T 5 @ AT “3ray” BT i 7 ST F ggd,
aay A8 off Smwa|

e Women and Child Development Minister Aditi Tatkare stated that while “ineligible”
beneficiaries would no longer receive funds, the government would not demand a
refund of the aid already provided.

Afgar 3 atar A 7N 37diti Tatkare S Fer & o “rATT” ArAIAT & 3
GAUTA LT AN, R ugel &1 TS GEIAT Y araH! FT grar AgT A

e ‘It would not be appropriate to reclaim the amount already deposited, but those declared
ineligible will no longer be part of the scheme,” she clarified.

“Ugel STAT FI IS AT T I ARTAT 3T AT g9, oifehed S AfGT 3109 1T
&1 IS &, F 3T Aot 1 REdr FET gl Segiea Tase R

e The scheme, launched in July 2024, provides ¥1,500 monthly financial assistance to
women aged between 21 and 65 with an annual family income below 2.5 lakh.

TE AT, S S[e$ 2024 H YE g9 A, 38 Afgendt H1 1,500 A A+ faeha
HETIT Jelel el &, [SeTeht Mg 21 &/ 6599 & i § 3R [Sevhr arider o
T T2.5 A H FH B

e Between July and December 2024, the State disbursed ¥450 crore under the initiative.

FTE & REaT 2024 F A9, ST o 39 Yged & o T450 FU5 1 fIeRor fomam|

e Out of the five lakh women deemed “ineligible,”
o 1.5 lakh women were found to be above the age limit of 65.
o 1.6 lakh women either owned a four-wheeler or were receiving benefits from
other government schemes like the Namo Shetkari Yojana.
o Another 2.3 lakh women were identified as recipients of the Sanjay Gandhi
Niradhar Scheme, which disqualifies them from the Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki
Bahin Yojana.

IR ARG 7S 9FT I ARt F 3,

o 1.5 ARE 65 a¥ HI Y WAT § IR TS 7|

o 1.6 9@ AT IT ar AR 9fgAr arest 1 Ao Af AT 31T THRT IISTATHT
S AAT AqHN AT AT gred F v A

o 3T 2.3 d AT Gy el AMUR e FHr oAt 9% I8, S 3¢
FegHAl 7elt @ afee A @ 3T affd e B

Opposition Concerns

fQgar $r Raw
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In a first,
and Army fly together in
light combat aircraft Tejas
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The scheme has drawn criticism from the Opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi, which raised
concerns about its financial viability in a state grappling with a fiscal deficit of ¥2 lakh
crore.

3H Aiolar Hf [aueh AgIfas™ e & AT &l §, Segel I & T2 a1 FS
& TSI °IE F G U 3TN Aelld 47a7a W el 3810 &

The MVA termed the scheme an “election gimmick”.

THAT  SH ANl Y AT FUHET” I e

chiefs of Air Force

In a first, chiefs of Air Force
and Army fly together in
light combat aircraft Tejas

ggell IR argder 3R geder

[PCs ]

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Air Chief Marshal A.P.
Singh and Chief of the Ar-
my Staff General Upendra
Dwivedi created history on
Sunday as they flew togeth-
er on the light combat air-
craft Tejas on the eve of Ae-
ro India 2025.

The two service chiefs,
who were course mates at
the National Defence Aca-
demy in Pune, took off on a
Tejas trainer aircraft from
the Air Force Station, Yela-
hanka, Bengaluru, and
landed a few minutes later
upon completion of a suc-
cessful sortie. This is the
first time that two service

YHEl A o oS faAe
dotg # TH WY 38 4

Air Chiefs Create History by Flying Tejas
Together

TR AFF o TH WY o @A 3T
gfaera @

. Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh and
Chief of the Army Staff General Upendra
Dwivedi created history on Sunday as they
flew together on the light combat aircraft
Tejas on the eve of Aero India 2025.

R ANF AT A.P. &E 3R 3t e
ot 3975 gfaadl o aR A1 W 341 2025 @ GgA qGH goh Jeuh AAH H
ATY 331 I sfagrd |

The two service chiefs, who were course mates at the National Defence Academy in

Pune, took off on a Tejas trainer aircraft from the Air Force Station, Yelahanka,
Bengaluru, and landed a few minutes later after completing a successful sortie.

clell T GH@, it ASET 4T IFIGHT 7 qor 7 FI AT &, 3l dorw o A &
T B T, TelahoFHT, T & 33 #10 3R Fo [Aelc aC Thed Wl QW A
F a1 oz o

This is the first time that two service chiefs were aboard a military jet.

Ig Ygell IR E Sid ar Jar vw Afad ST d gar 4|

Making waves: Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh, right, and General
Upendra Dwivedi after taking a sortie in a Tejas on Sunday. PTI

chiefs were aboard a mili-

tary jet.
General Dwivedi termed

the Army Staff General Bi-
pin Rawat had also flown in
the trainer version of the
Tejas during Aero India
2019.

the flight the best moment
of his life. Former Chief of
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e General Dwivedi termed the flight the best moment of his life.
STl GiAadr o §H 33T &l HUsl Sidsl ol EASS Tl FATT|

o Former Chief of the Army Staff General Bipin Rawat had also flown in the trainer
version of the Tejas during Aero India 2019.

& AT e Fee e waa s off v $fRar 2019 & SN A9 F T wEERIOT A

33T T Y|

WINDHEOK

Namibian independence leader

Sam Nujoma dies aged 95
PCS

Namibia’s founding father Sam Nujoma, who led his country’s fight
for independence from South Africa, died on Saturday aged 95, the
presidency announced. Nujoma had been hospitalised over the
past three weeks, battling an illness from which he “could not
recover”, President Nangolo Mbumba said in a statement. AFp

Namibian independence leader
Sam Nujoma dies aged 95

AT & Faaadr adr 47
TSAT T 95 T Hr I A
e

Namibia’s Founding Father Sam Nujoma
Dies at 95

afaar & geags Rar A SEar 95 9%
g # fawe

e Namibia’s founding father Sam Nujoma,
who led his country’s fight for independence

from South Africa, died on Saturday aged 95,
the presidency announced.

aifaT & weurs Rar d7 e, Sega
39eT gor Y gAoT InhET & FadEar & o
e & sfed foha, o1 afar =t o5 af v 31y

H fAua g 913m, I8 SRy Tsgufa srater T oF &
e Nujoma had been hospitalised over the past three weeks, battling an illness from
which he “could not recover,” President Nangolo Mbumba said in a statement.

oot 1 eer dfier gwal & sreqarer & arelf fohar aram o, 3R g T AWl d o ©@
& TS a@ g8 ‘I QN 91T, qegyict ARNAT FFAT ol Ueh ATl A gl |
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