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hill station

continues to experience cold weather

[GS Paper I: Geography |

The Hindu Bureau
IDUKKI

While Kerala is reeling un-
der the heat, Munnar hill
station continued to wit-
ness the season’s lowest
temperature, with Chen-
duvarai recording zero de-
grees Celsius on Friday.

As per data from the
United Planters Associa-
tion of South India, Nal-
lathanni Munnar town,
Letchmi, Silent Valley, and
Devikualm have recorded
a temperature of 3 degrees
Celsius. Seven Malai saw 4
degrees Celsius, while
R&D Mattupetty witnessed
5 degrees Celsius on Fri-
day morning.

According to climatolo-
gist Gopakumar Cholayil,
the hill station might have
experienced a long winter

Icy mornings: A frost-covered grassland at Chenduvarai near
Munnar in Idukki on Friday morning. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

if not for the cyclonic cir-
culation and depression
that occurred in January.
“Better humidity levels,
clear skies, and no hin-
drance from long wave ra-

diation are required to ex-
perience sub-zero
temperature in the hill
station.”

Mr. Cholayil said the hill
station experienced a long

winter with mercury dip-
ping to sub-zero in Febru-
ary 2019. According to cli-
mate experts, there is a
change in the pattern of
winter in Munnar. Usually,
normal winter in Munnar
will begin from November,
with the hill station expe-
riencing extreme cold in
the first week of January.

The chilly weather will
come to an end around the
second week of January.
However, this year the
winter has extended to
February.

G. Sojan, coordinator of
the My Munnar Move-
ment, said there has been
a continuous inflow of tou-
rists to the hill station from
December. “Many tourists
are arriving at the hill sta-
tion to enjoy the chilly
weather,” he said.

Tourists flock to Munnar as hill station continues to
experience cold weather

HeIR # 38 & $gd I W@ F FROT gdecaH TgT AT @ ¢

Munnar Records Season’s Lowest Temperature

AR o WISl HT Fa@ FA d9AE gof

¢ Munnar hill station witnessed the season’s lowest temperature, with Chenduvarai
recording zero degrees Celsius on Friday.

AR o TeUa A Asiel 1 TS ol A9 gt foha, foee dgatd & YHar i 0
St dfcwaw dvaA= o fhar o)

e As per data from the United Planters Association of South India, Nallathanni
Munnar town, Letchmi, Silent Valley, and Devikualm have recorded a temperature of
3 degrees Celsius.
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TeATEes TAicy THIATAT 316 W3Y $BAT & 3rihst & IHTAN, AeardTell Heak I3,
g, grgele a4, 3R Afgew A 3 Bt fcwaw avAE &5 fmar I B

e Seven Malai saw 4 degrees Celsius, while R&D Mattupetty withessed 5 degrees
Celsius on Friday morning.

|1 #7AT$ & 4 Bl AfSTIw AIAET o1, STefeh R&D AEEUEE # YFar Jae 1 5 Bl
AfeaTw dr9AE @ |

e According to climatologist Gopakumar Cholayil, the hill station might have experienced
a long winter if not for the cyclonic circulation and depression that occurred in
January.

AGA AT MIEPAR AR F IR, el T A Ferall 7 g3 Tohardg
RO 3R BWAT & HROT ol HET T 337 ThaT EIel|

o Better humidity levels, clear skies, and no hindrance from long wave radiation are
required to experience sub-zero temperature in the hill station.

feer T A Ga-SRY ATIATT e Fe & U AgAT AT TR, TS HWAA, 3R
) et ¥ [AFFEIT F1 FE FHE@E A8 3TTF B

e Mr. Cholayil mentioned that the hill station experienced a long winter with mercury
dipping to sub-zero in February 2019.

A AR A gl & fel TeAT o wRad 2019 H IRT - 7o FRA & Ay it
Tl 1 Mg TR

e According to climate experts, there is a change in the pattern of winter in Munnar.
STorarg fawal & AR, Aok # Wl & ¥eat & Fgara 3 B

e Usually, normal winter in Munnar will begin from November, with the hill station
experiencing extreme cold in the first week of January.

AT T T HGH FredR H HHAINR R A A YE @i g, IR foer Teer sieradt &
9gel ol H TH 35 &M HeJHd LTl &

e The chilly weather usually comes to an end around the second week of January, but
this year the winter has extended to February.

33T & AGA HHAN W T & gaY HCAG & AU HATC &1 ST g, el 30
Tl TGr I AGH Bad dh 96 3T ¢l

e G. Sojan, coordinator of the My Munnar Movement, said there has been a continuous
inflow of tourists to the hill station from December.

. WS, A AR FgAT & GHaF o Fgl & QAR T el T 7 qhehi a7
fARaR INTHA &) @7 P

e Many tourists are arriving at the hill station to enjoy the chilly weather.

Fs T 331 F FHGH & 3ec o & v Ber T W 3m | &l
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Munnar: A Renowned Hill Station

AIN: T Ty fod weee

e Munnar is a picturesque hill station located in the Idukki district of Kerala, India. Situated at
approximately 1,600 meters (5,200 feet) above sea level in the Western Ghats mountain range,
it is renowned for its sprawling tea plantations, lush greenery, and serene landscapes.

e HrIR AR & Il ToF & gl ol H EUd T Gex foer Teoat 1 I§ uiRwadr are
qdd HTeT H HHg Tl @ @THIT 1,600 HIeX (5,200 Hie) H Far$ X U & 3R 309e
faEqgd o ST, gR-sR aReeat 3R i ardieRor & faw gfley &
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Etymology
reg Y Icufer

e The name "Munnar" is derived from the Malayalam and Tamil words "Munnu" (three) and "Aaru"
(river), referring to its strategic location at the confluence of three rivers: the Muthirapuzha,
Nallathanni, and Kundali.

o "HeAR" ATH AoITAH 3R dfAe real "Heel" (cleT) 3R 3 () & form amm g, St e
AfeaT: ARG, decrdeall, 3R F3ell & HIH T R I0TeATcR FAfd =il B

Historical Background

R o

o Historically, Munnar was a favorite summer resort during the British colonial period. The British
developed the area into a major center for tea plantations in the late 19th century. The legacy of
this era is evident in the colonial architecture and the expansive tea gardens that still dominate
the landscape.

o« e &7 @, Feor e JiufaRies @#ier & SR T qwdler A Raie o
fafeelt ¥ 1987 €& & 3T F 37 & H AT AN F Uk GHY da F & A AT
fararl sa ot i R siufaafis aegwer iR faegd o aemer § Fove &9 @ Rws
g & S 3refr s aReew w g €1

Climate

ofeldiq

9

e Munnar experiences a subtropical highland climate (Koppen Cwb), characterized by mild
temperatures throughout the year. Winter temperatures can drop to 5°C (41°F), while summer
temperatures range between 15°C (59°F) and 25°C (77°F). The region receives heavy rainfall
during the monsoon season, contributing to its lush greenery.

o TR H SUSUTR{ETIT 3TUfA Soary (I Cwb) Bl &, ST QX Y gooh gAY
fawar g1 aféar & auA 5°C (41°F) d& PR Tehdr g, Safe a1faal & argAT 15°C (59°F)
q 25°C (77°F) & &/ @l g1 819 H ARG & ANl HRY a9 gl &, St saehr -0
gRATe A AhTEreT AT T

Tourist Attractions
i YT

e FEravikulam National Park: Home to the endangered Nilgiri Tahr, this park offers trekking
opportunities and panoramic views of the tea plantations.
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TRFAH T FEATA: Ol AR 6T & BT, T§ 3T Sfehal & 37aer 3R =T

IETET & AARH T YeTel Sl g

e Anamudi Peak: The highest peak in South India, standing at 2,695 meters (8,842 feet), is
located within the Eravikulam National Park.

IS T ST ARG T FIH FA A, A 2,695 FIeX (8,842 HIe) #H FAE W §,
Tfager s TERT 36 & iR fead &

Russia claims to have captured the | Russia claims to have

mining town of Toretsk in Donetsk | captured the mining town
GS Paper I: World of Toretsk in Donetsk

gecgraphy T o SAcEd # ol
AT TRcEH T Fsoll Hlal
T &rar AT &

¢ Russia’s Defence Ministry claimed
on Friday that its forces had captured
the mining town of Toretsk in their
latest breakthrough in eastern
Ukraine’s Donetsk region.

AFP | T & 4T HATST o YHaAR H1 gral
Russia’s Defence Ministry claimed on Friday that its forces had fopam o @ Qs ?rq;a‘f «Iai“ F

captured the mining town of Toretsk in their latest breakthrough in AEF 8T H Tl TdleTdH Foheld

eastern Ukraine’s Donetsk region, where Ukrainian defences are F aNcEF T AN T FealT T o T
creaking. Ukrainian officials did not immediately make any &)

comments on the Russian claim. AP

A

o Ukrainian defences are creaking in
this area.

3H &1 7 Tohel T&T yonfort AR & W E
o Ukrainian officials did not immediately make any comments on the Russian claim.

Tehel! FRFRAT S §F & ard W RJa Fg feoqolt w7gh |
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DR Congo contflict advances; UN says risk of
regional escalation has never been higher

GS Paper |I: World
Geography

DURAVU

The Rwanda-backed M23
armed group was threaten-
ing another key town in
eastern Democratic Repu-
blic of Congo on Friday as
the United Nations warned
that the risk of violence
spreading regionally had
“never been higher”.

M23 and Rwandan
troops seized the city of
Goma last week and are
now pushing into the
neighbouring South Kivu
province.

Thousands have died
and huge numbers dis-
placed as they have overta-
ken swathes of the miner-
al-rich region, routing DRC
troops and their allies in

M23 and Rwandan troops seized the city of Goma last week and are
now pushing into the neighbouring South Kivu province. Arp

the latest episode of de-
cades-long turmoil in east-
ern DRC.

Congolese forces were
bracing for an assault on
the town of Kavumu,
which hosts an airport crit-

ical to supplying its troops.
Kavumu is the last barrier
before the South Kivu pro-
vincial capital Bukavu on
the Rwandan border,
where residents were also
on edge. “We see some pe-

ople starting to flee,” resi-
dent Aganze Byamungu
said.

Fear of looting

Shops were barricading
their fronts and emptying
storerooms for fear of loot-
ing, while schools and un-

iversities suspended
classes.
“The border with Rwan-

da is open but almost im-
passable because of the
number of people trying to
cross. It’s total chaos,” they
added.

Rwandan President Paul
Kagame and Congolese
President Felix Tshisekedi
are due to attend a summit
in Tanzania on Saturday as
regional powers try to de-
fuse the crisis.

DR Congo conflict advances; UN says risk of regional
escalation has never been higher

SLIR. HEN WUY 0T 91, G A F Fgall ¢ & &=

I 9ga & SN@H ggo Hft saar 3w a8 ar

M23 Group Threatens Another Key Town in Eastern DR Congo
M23 g & qdf AR FA #F v AR AFeaqol TR Fr wehr §

e The Rwanda-backed M23 armed group was threatening another key town in eastern
Democratic Republic of Congo on Friday.

W@iE-aAfd M23 §3Fd ¥Hg o qdf Felt dwditg IR F UF R Ageaqol SR
T AR T UHAT |

e The United Nations warned that the risk of violence spreading regionally had "never

been higher".
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TYFd TS A AcAa= & Foh 8l T W ey 1 Shf@er 'wmell g sifte ol
§3Tr" am|

e M23 and Rwandan troops seized the city of Goma last week and are now pushing into
the neighboring South Kivu province.

M23 3R TarEr 1 Fansit o e Todig AT AT W FHeall X fordm AR 39 I g8ilT
|3y g TT H g9 W §
e Thousands have died, and huge numbers have been displaced as they have overtaken

swathes of the mineral-rich region, routing DRC troops and their allies in the latest
episode of decades-long turmoil in eastern DRC.

gRI T AR T § 3R 997 e & o fqeenfa & v § F3ifh 3egie @fee-
WU 8T 935 BEH W Fsall X o, 3R A3y i d=mait 3w 398 gt
Y T B, ST gt ST 7 gRrept el i AdATH Sl B

e Congolese forces were bracing for an assault on the town of Kavumu, which hosts an
airport critical to supplying its troops.

FIMT FATE FIGH AR R gHA HT T F @ AT, ST 39 it v et &
& foT FAgcaqeT AT g T &

e Kavumu is the last barrier before the South Kivu provincial capital Bukavu on the
Rwandan border, where residents were also on edge.

FIGH A3Y forg W TS gHgE gge @Y Sren g, S @rEr @AW g g,
gl & foardr off dema & 2

e “We see some people starting to flee,” resident Aganze Byamungu said.
forameft JmaTioh SR A FET, A FO AL H HAE G AW W@ 2"

e Shops were barricading their fronts and emptying storerooms for fear of looting, while
schools and universities suspended classes.

gIA 301 Hrdl BT SRS A W@ AT 3R FEae & 5T § M @rell T WA,
STafe Fgal 3R «+Faeafaererdt & et Fefaa & &

e “The border with Rwanda is open but almost impassable because of the number of
people trying to cross. It's total chaos,” they added.

"TaisT & A WAT Felt § olfehel TR & T HITRALT FX @ AN HT HE&=T & HROT
Ig oTeNIT AN §| T T ISAHAT 8, 3511 A1ST|

e Rwandan President Paul Kagame and Congolese President Felix Tshisekedi are
due to attend a summit in Tanzania on Saturday as regional powers try to defuse the
crisis.

IGIET & [sgufd uid RTA 3R SN & Tseafa bioaw RS afaar i denfaar 7
T AR TFAAA H AT ol arel §, Fifch &A1 ATFAAT The I HA el T

FIfArr F WY &l
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Five Air India crew members detained at Zurich airport /
SRE gar$ 333 W T 3B & uiw § A« Rywa A
faT v

2. TMC to skip Meghalaya tribal council elections / ReTer g
# TMC aigt a3l Sareredy aRwe o

3. Private Bills seek sitting of Parliament for 100 days a

year | HHET ¥ & 100 et faad w3 & Qv @sh
fQdgs Qo

4. Cabinet nod to rejig skilling initiatives with a combined

scheme / $fdee & ¥gaa AT F dgad Fira fAFm
qgel & YeTdicel HI Holl &
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5. Major announcements to be made during PM’s France
visit / TR Y BT AT F SR B Sl vHE
Iyone

6. Did T.N. Governor refer 10 Bills to President to avoid

assent, asks SC / FT AfASTg & ToguTe A HA &
w9 & fav 10 gy wsgufa #1 &9, gl F1E F g1

7. China lashes out at U.S. ‘coercion’ as Panama quits BRI

[ AT o rARST FT ‘garg AfA’ 9T gH7aT FAT, IATHT A
BRI ¥ gcat &T haar fFam

8. Iralran supreme leader criticises proposed nuclear talks

with U.S. / &7 & Hafed Adl o FARST & Y gEaiad
QIATO] AT Y AT H

9. Trump sanctions ICC for ‘illegitimate probes’ targeted

against Israel, U.S. | TFT o S, 3ANST & @ame
‘Y S’ & AT ICC W yfaser e
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Five Air India crew members
detained at Zurich airport

|GS Paper II: IR

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Five crew members of Air
India were recently put in a
detainee cell at the Zurich
airport, Switzerland, on
the grounds that they were
not carrying an authorised
crew member certificate
(CMC) — a substitute for a
visa for flight crew.

Some of them were con-
fined in a cell for detainees
for an unspecified dura-
tion, according to sources
in the airline crew.

A source said the crew
members were allowed to
step out only to use the toi-
let and barred from using
mobile phones until local

The cell in which Air India crew
members were detained at the
Zurich airport, Switzerland.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

airline staff intervened.

Air India’s official sourc-
es said crew members
were shifted to a transit ho-
tel and that at least four of
them are still in Zurich.
The incident occurred be-

flight crew.
R 3R F uig § A A g @ H Ragores & FgRE 791§ 333
W fREa &g 7 @ 9, w4 3aF 9w g § A wfiifrae
(CMC) &Tgt o1, it fF fAs & TI= W) 39T fFar ST gl

o Some of them were confined in a detainee cell for an unspecified duration, according
to airline crew sources.

TRAZA F A & HJAR, 3798 § $o & HfARaa 3afer a6 Rowa Fg & w@r
e A source said the crew members were allowed to step out only to use the toilet and
were barred from using mobile phones until local airline staff intervened.

T W & AN, F HGE FT Faal AT FEAATT FA # HgAfa & 7% 3R
AGSd B & 3YART W GfAGey @ Ar =, I dF 6 T RREsT W IE o
a8y Agr R

« Air India’s official sources stated that the crew members were later shifted to a
transit hotel and at least four of them are still in Zurich.

TR 3B F nfeReE @@l F AR, 9 # § A9 A wF gifde ded # Rve
frar o 3R 37 @ A @ waAn Il o SyRe 7 ¥

cause the crew did not car-
ry a valid CMC. The five
had arrived in Zurich on
two different flights over
the past one week.

‘Rules changed’
According to sources, four
crew members did not car-
ry the certificate, while a
fifth arrived with an invalid
CMC. Earlier, the crew
could pay 10 Euros and ob-
tain a CMC at the airport,
but Zurich changed these
rules on February 5.

A CMC is an identifica-
tion card issued by the In-
ternational Civil Aviation
Organization to facilitate
the movement of pilots
and cabin crew members.

Five Air India crew
members detained at
Zurich airport

IR §A15 3755 W
TR AT & uta F
A9y et 7 faw
T

Five crew members of
Air India were recently
put in a detainee cell at
the Zurich airport,
Switzerland, as they
were not carrying an
authorised Crew
Member Certificate
(CMC), which acts as a
substitute for a visa for
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e Theincident occurred because the crew members did not carry a valid CMC. The
five had arrived in Zurich on two different flights over the past week.

IE UeAT W T A §§ I | Hed $ 9 dw CMC w1t 41| I Ao vk weaw A
&Y HAT-HTT 3T F TYRT TEA |

‘Rules changed’

‘RAIH g T

e According to sources, four crew members did not carry the certificate, while a fifth
arrived with an invalid CMC.

T & IR, IR F A9 F 9 Aiefpde 7t o1, Siafs giaal g 0 HAeT
CMC & & g

e Earlier, the crew could pay 10 Euros and obtain a CMC at the airport, but Zurich
changed these rules on February 5.

Ugel, % 10 I FT AT T g4 338 W CMC 9Iod X Hhd &, Afhad SYR@ 7 5

BE FT Ig AIH 9o =7 4m

e A CMC (Crew Member Certificate) is an identification card issued by the
International Civil Aviation Organization to facilitate the movement of pilots and
cabin crew members.

CMC (F #ex aféfpde) v vgame o & S AW AnIReE 3359 Wl (ICAO)
garr Sy faRar Srar € anfes arreret 3R Ffer § A F manre F gl e
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TMC to skip
Meghalaya
tribal council
elections

GS Paper ll:
utonomous District

GUWAHATI

The Trinamool Congress
(TMC), Meghalaya’s largest
Opposition party, has de-
cided not to contest the
elections to two influential
tribal councils in the State.

The elections to the
Khasi Hills Autonomous
District Council and the
Jaintia Hills Autonomous
District Council are sche-
duled for February 21.

Senior party leader Mu-
kul M. Sangma said the
“ground realities” made
the TMC skip the polls
across the hills.

“It is not necessary for
us to fight the election be-
cause we want to streng-
then the party at the grass-
roots level,” Mr. Sangma
said on Friday.

Meghalaya is an impor-
tant State for the Mamata
Banerjee-led TMC beyond
West Bengal.

The party has five MLAs
in the 60-member Assemb-
ly, followed by the regional
Voice of the People Party
with four MLAs, and the
Congress with one.
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TMC to skip Meghalaya tribal council elections

AUTaT A TMC 7@t 390t Setardia aRwe goma

The Trinamool Congress (TMC), Meghalaya’s largest
Opposition party, has decided not to contest the elections
to two influential tribal councils in the State.

JUIAE FEAF (TMC), S AuTerd A a8 93t RAaaht ot §,
A [T H & THE FeaArdg IRwal F Ioa 78 a5 1
thaer & 21

. The elections to the Khasi Hills Autonomous District Council and the
Jaintia Hills Autonomous District Council are scheduled for February 21.

@it feew Taraw forem aRiwe 3ik Sifaar few warw Srer aRwe & gamg 21
wEd g 2

. Senior party leader Mukul M. Sangma said the “ground realities”
made the TMC skip the polls across the hills.

qRs 9Tt AaT HFel TH. WIAATA gl o "FTHA ghrFa” & HROTTMC
AT AG A3 1 foy feram

. Mr. Sangma added that it is not necessary for the party to contest the
elections as they want to strengthen TMC at the grassroots level.

A FIATA gl b YeAra ofsew AfAard FE ¢, Fifeh 9t JrEve TR W
Holqd @1 I T ol ATEeh &

. Meghalaya is an important State for the Mamata Banerjee-led TMC
beyond West Bengal.

AYTed, IREH FoTer & g7 AAAT ool & aAqged arelt TMC & faw v
Ageaqr T g

. The party has five MLAs in the 60-member Assembly, followed by the
regional Voice of the People Party with four MLAs and the Congress with
one MLA.

60 EENT fAuaws T & TMC & g furas &, S9fe &+ I 3w T
figer 9t & IR Qumre 3R FEE F1 e QU §

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in



Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Private Bills seek
sitting of Parliament
for 100 days a year

|GS Paper II: Parliament

NEW DELHI

Senior Opposition mem-
bers in the Rajya Sabha De-
rek O’Brien and Manoj Ku-
mar Jha have moved
separate Bills seeking to
make the sitting of Parlia-
ment mandatory at least
for 100 days in a year. The
leaders said the move is to
reform the Parliamentary
system by ensuring that the
working hours of the
House are not lost due to
disruptions.

While Mr. O’Brien has
proposed a minimum sit-
ting of 100 days, Mr. Jha has
sought 120 days sitting of
the House annually.

Mr. O’Brien said that
while the idea of a fixed ca-
lendar was explored by the
General Purposes Commit-
tee of the Lok Sabha in
1955, the importance of
having a minimum number
of sittings was highlighted
by the National Commis-
sion to Review the Working
of the Constitution in 2002.

Mr. Jha said his Bill is to

provide a framework for
enhancing the perfor-
mance of Parliament
through fixing a minimum
number of days of sitting,
introducing the provision
for extending the hours of a
sitting, bringing a short ses-
sion in addition to the exist-
ing three sessions, institut-
ing a mechanism to
separately discuss Opposi-
tion business and compen-
sating the hours not util-
ised due to disruptions.

Meanwhile, the Union
Education Ministry op-
posed the introduction of
the Coaching Institutes (Ac-
countability and Regula-
tion) Bill, moved by Nation-
alist  Congress  Party
(Sharadchandra Pawar) MP
Fauzia Khan saying that
education is in the Concur-
rent List and the States
would have to regulate the
coaching centres.

But when Opposition
members insisted that the
Bill be introduced, the ob-
jection was withdrawn and
the Bill introduced in the
House.

Private Bills seek sitting of
Parliament for 100 days a year

HHET |9 H1 100 f&er 3rfaard
A & v A& Qggs g

Senior Opposition members in the
Rajya Sabha Derek O’Brien and
Manoj Kumar Jha have moved
separate Bills seeking to make the
sitting of Parliament mandatory for at
least 100 days in a year.

T8 # aRss faualt geew 3
I 3R AAST FAR I A fsh
f9as Qe fre, e dag Y doa)
$ FH T HF 100 &7 IATT F:A
&1 YEATd T@T 4T &

. The leaders said the move is to reform the
Parliamentary system by ensuring that the
working hours of the House are not lost due to
disruptions.

SACIHT o T & FE FeT HAAH Jomel H IR
& fov & aifeh srcaaeumsit & #RoT g6 &
HIHABTS G Fa1G o 8l

. While Mr. O’Brien has proposed a

minimum sitting of 100 days, Mr. Jha has sought
120 days sitting of the House annually.

A 3T A 100 e 1 FFeTad S5 T YEdE
@ g, St A s 3@ 120 Rt aif¥s & Hr
HIT & gl

o Mr. O’Brien said that while the idea of a
fixed calendar was explored by the General

Purposes Committee of the Lok Sabha in 1955, the importance of having a minimum
number of sittings was highlighted by the National Commission to Review the
Working of the Constitution in 2002.

AN T 7 TART F AEgHT T IHET yAeT gRAfa F 1955 7 v AREa

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in



Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

ShelsT T Foraar demelY o, aifehet 2002 F AU F FF A wllam F AT ITHT
AT & FYAGH AT T HTAGTIAT Y Y@ifehe |

Mr. Jha said his Bill is to provide a framework for enhancing the performance of
Parliament through:

At FT S gT T 3oTepr AT doe & Yadier F FURA & fAT U g ar IR e &
ST IR g, forae:
o Fixing a minimum number of days of sitting.
geran doF =t FuiRa e
o Introducing the provision for extending the hours of a sitting.
THE AT d5F & Gl F 9 FT Y@ SAiST|
o Bringing a short session in addition to the existing three sessions.
Alegr it &= & faRea vF s a7 Sz
o Instituting a mechanism to separately discuss Opposition business.
fauar & Agal W Ireer F T WA AT FaTUT FAT|
o Compensating the hours not utilised due to disruptions.
HYIEYTAHT F FROT A §U FAA HT IS FIATI

Government’s Response

THR 1 gfaferar

Meanwhile, the Union Education Ministry opposed the introduction of the Coaching
Institutes (Accountability and Regulation) Bill, moved by Nationalist Congress
Party (Sharadchandra Pawar) MP Fauzia Khan, saying that education is in the
Concurrent List and the States would have to regulate the coaching centres.

5O i, Fdr R JAA0T & Tseard) FAW Il (Reag 9aR) A Fi¥e HifSar @
G@RT FEd HIRIT FEU (Srareegr 3R fafaase) fadaes o fady o, 7 Fed gu
for Rram wfdemsr &y waradt F= & e § 3wt A SR deE B REha
AT BT |

However, when Opposition members insisted that the Bill be introduced, the
objection was withdrawn, and the Bill was introduced in the House.

gTelifer, ST fAuely gewal o Ada® #1 9o FIa A7 Aoy A, O 39T 9w o o aqE,
3R fdTF gea A qr FT AT I
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Cabinet nod to rejig
skilling initiatives with
a combined scheme

|GS Paper Il: Government Scheme

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union government has
decided to restructure its
skilling initiatives, combin-
ing three of them into the
Skill India Programme, a
Central Sector scheme,
with the Cabinet on Friday
approving an outlay of
%8,800 crore for a three-
year period ending in
2025-26.

The Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana 4.0
(PMKVY 4.0), the Pradhan
Mantri National Appren-
ticeship Promotion
Scheme (PM-NAPS), and
the Jan Shikshan Sansthan
(JSS) Scheme will now be-
come the three key compo-
nents of the composite
Skill India Programme.

These initiatives aim at
providing structured skill
development, on-the-job
training, and community-
based learning, ensuring

These steps aim at
providing structured
skill development,
on-the-job training,

and learning

that both urban and rural
populations,  including
marginalised communi-
ties, have access to high-
quality vocational educa-
tion, according to an offi-
cial statement.

More than 2.27 crore pe-
ople have benefited from
these three flagship
schemes of the Ministry of
Skill Development and En-
trepreneurship so far, it ad-
ded. The programme will
directly contribute to the
Periodic Labour Force Sur-
vey data, ensuring that
workforce  development
policies remain aligned
with economic and indus-
trial trends, the statement
added.

YW UTH dF SCa:
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 4.0 (PMKVY 4.0)

g Slerd RF™ AT 4.0 (PMKVY 4.0)

Pradhan Mantri National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (PM-NAPS)
THTAAAT TS InifeaRiT Wicags I (PM-NAPS)

Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS) Scheme

SieT fY&TOT WEAT (JSS) AT

o

e These initiatives aim at providing:

Cabinet nod to rejig skilling
initiatives with a combined
scheme

Ffaae  @gFT A F a7
Fierel fAFrE ggel & gordioa H
Hodl at

The Union government has decided to
restructure its skilling initiatives,
combining three of them into the Skill
India Programme, a Central Sector
scheme.

Fg THR o AT Flerar AFa gga
¥ gerdtea &1 v form & e die
QAT FT AR e sfEar whams
T SATC, S UF FT & AT

Lol

eThe Cabinet on Friday approved an outlay of
¥8,800 crore for a three-year period ending in
2025-26.

AT A YFIX F1 28,800 FAUF & oI Hl 2025-
26 d& #1 di-adfT afar & fow JA5dr &

¢ The following three schemes will now become key
components of the Skill India Programme:

farafaf@a e de=e 39 Rewa 339 damw &

¥ ggd fAefaf@a gl vere ate & T &=1$ 715 &
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o Structured skill development
wRa e Rem

o On-the-job training
FEATYT X gfaTor

o Community-based learning
reRw amea fRraw

e The programme ensures that urban and rural populations, including marginalised
communities, have access to high-quality vocational education.

g FIHA AT A § 6 gl 3 anfior smerd), Ay §9 & afe |ee,
3= J[OTal dTell SAEHTAS et A

e More than 2.27 crore people have benefited from these three flagship schemes of the
Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship so far.

39 oF Ftere RFw i seaf@ar Faeg & 57 I v At §2.27 #03 @
A% A emamfead & T &

e The programme will directly contribute to the Periodic Labour Force Survey data,
ensuring that workforce development policies remain aligned with economic and

industrial trends.

Ig FIIHA FGTF A g WA8Tr (Periodic Labour Force Survey) & 3fest & Irer
Arereret 331, fored I8 giafRaa gen & wriaer Remw Afawt snfis sk s

wgferl & ST T

Major announcements to be made during PM’s France visit

[GS Paper Ii: India- France |

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

India and France are set to
make major announce-
ments in the areas of de-
fence, small modular reac-
tors (SMR), and aircraft
maintenance, repair, and
overhaul (MRO) and also
adopt a France-India road
map on artificial intelli-
gence (Al) during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
three-day visit to France
early next week.

The deal for 26 Rafale-M
fighter jets for the Indian
Navy is expected to be an-
nounced during the visit
and concluded later in In-
dia, it has been learnt.

Mr. Modi will arrive in
Paris on the evening of Fe-
bruary 10 to co-chair the Al
Action Summit along with
French President Emma-
nuel Macron and also hold
bilateral talks, Foreign Se-
cretary Vikram Misri said

Address :
Email Id :

Advancing ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French
President Emmanuel Macron during a bilateral meeting last year. pTi

on Friday. “Al is bound to
have and already having
profound impact across all
sectors of the economy,
polity, society and gover-
nance and therefore sum-
mits such as the Al Summit
is both significant and
timely,” he stated.

“We will be interested in
Al applications that are de-
signed developed, de-
ployed and used in a safe,
humane, responsible,

trustworthy manner.”
Defence, security, and
sovereignty issues will be
at the core of the discus-
sions and an interesting an-
nouncement will be made
during the visit, diplomatic
sources said. “There are
different stakeholders who
can do lots of things. But if
you look at recent history
and what we can do, there
are no competitors in
terms of ‘Make in India’

and transfer of technolo-
gy,” a source said.

On Monday evening, Mr.
Modi will attend the VVIP
summit dinner and the Al
Action Summit is sche-
duled to be held in the first
half of Tuesday. The bilat-
eral component of the visit
will begin in the afternoon
of February 11 with a CEO
roundtable to be co-
chaired by both leaders.
After that, Mr. Modi will
travel to the south of
France to Marseille, where
India is opening a consu-
late.

Bilateral talks are sche-
duled to take place there
followed by a private
dinner.

On February 12, Mr. Mo-
di will visit the war cemete-
ry and pay tributes to In-
dian soldiers who laid
down their lives in the First
World War. He will also vi-
sit Cadarache, the site of
the international thermal
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nuclear experimental reac-
tor. “The two leaders will
pay a visit to Cadarache,
which is the site of the in-
ternational thermal nu-
clear experimental reac-
tor, which is a high science
project in which India is a
partner with few other
countries,” Mr.  Misri
stated.

In addition to the Ra-
fale-M fighter deal, the deal
for three additional Scor-
pene-class diesel-electric
submarines is also in ad-
vanced stages and is likely
to be concluded in the next
couple of months. Togeth-
er, the deals are worth
around $10 billion-$11 bil-
lion. In addition, the two
countries are in the ad-
vanced stages of talks for
the co-design and co-deve-
lopment of a 110 KN aero
engine to power India’s
fifth generation fighter, Ad-
vanced Medium Combat
Aircraft, that is under

development.

The AI summit will see
the launch of an Al founda-
tion for various projects on
governance and inclusivi-
ty, sources said. We need
to bring some ethics into
the governance of Al, the
sources added. India was
one of the first countries to
confirm participation in
the Al summit, diplomatic
sources said.

Along with develop-
ments and cooperation in
the Indo-Pacific, the India-
Middle East-Europe Eco-
nomic Corridor (IMEC) will
be a key focus area during
the bilateral talks, diplo-
matic sources said, noting
that France is the only ma-
jor country to set up a spe-
cial envoy for IMEC.

There is also focus on
people-to-people exchang-
es and France has set a tar-
get of having 30,000 In-
dian students in France by
2030, sources added.
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Major announcements to be made during PM’s France visit
TUTAHA Y BT AT F R f Sl goqE o

India and France Set to Make Major Announcements During PM Modi’s Visit

T 3R B g A Fr I F ST 92 T T F o IR

India and France are set to make major announcements in the areas of defence, small
modular reactors (SMR), and aircraft maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO)
during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s three-day visit to France early next week.

ARa AR B FUHAAA Xeg Aer B efler e Fr AT S SRer 18T, FAT ASYER
Rueed (SMR) 3R fawer W@-t@me, #wFAd AR 3fawerd (MRO) & &1 & a3 Vol
A & fav IR E

The deal for 26 Rafale-M fighter jets for the Indian Navy is expected to be announced
during the visit and concluded later in India.

AR A & fAT 26 The-M @3t e w1 Flar arr & SR ¥ R smeen
3R &g # ARG H Yol G|

PM Modi will arrive in Paris on the evening of February 10 to co-chair the Al Action
Summit along with French President Emmanuel Macron and also hold bilateral talks.

JTTHA A 10 GIal BT M1 w1 IR\ g, St I Wi Isgafa gHegee Awi S
Y Al TeleT AT I Hg-3reTeTdr 31 3N fauehy ardr o |

Al is bound to have a profound impact across all sectors of the economy, polity,
society, and governance, and therefore summits like the Al Summit are significant and
timely.

Al &7 3rdeaaEdT, Teteifa, FATS 3R adeT & T a9 W a8 yarg gg9m, 3R safor
Al wffie 5 RIET §eAee Ageaqul 3R aaamighe gl

The discussions will focus on defence, security, and sovereignty issues, with an
interesting announcement expected during the visit.

Al T HET AT T&TT, Y& R AISAT & Heal W g, R I & ek vh
feera awor & 37E B

Mr. Modi will attend the VVIP summit dinner on Monday evening and the Al Action
Summit is scheduled for the first half of Tuesday.

T A AFER A A VVIP Ray aFddd afEss & enfad g 3K Al v
HfAT ATeraR & uge Y e & 3mAfSa geml

Bilateral talks will begin on February 11, starting with a CEO roundtable co-chaired by
both leaders.

efagafir arat 11 wad 1 & gl fSTE# gl A1 CEO W38T Sl Hg-31EF&Tcl
HT|

Mr. Modi will travel to Marseille, France, to open an Indian consulate, with further
bilateral talks and a private dinner scheduled.
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TUETAER A B F A A dRAT aftey garaw @es & faw amEr w39, SiE
3R gfaueha arat Ak sk IS i Ao g9 T8 2

e On February 12, Mr. Modi will visit the war cemetery to pay tributes to Indian soldiers
who laid down their lives in World War 1.

12 STl Y, FUTaH=N A oo FiaEdar d Sl ggelt f3eq e & S G- ard
R A=t suiafer 3 s

e The Al summit will see the launch of an Al foundation for various projects on
governance and inclusivity.

Al T 7 et 3N TR W e aRIASB & AT Al BIESU &1 e3iTdT
gt

e The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) will be a key focus area
during the bilateral talks.

HRA-AET-qd-09 3nfde aiferamr (IMEC) gfagefir ardt & et ve wo@ eare
Pigd &= ghm|

e France has set a target of having 30,000 Indian students in France by 2030.
WA &1 2030 9% Wi A 30,000 AR BmEl &1 a8 fAuia fomar gl

e The nuclear experimental reactor at Cadarache will be visited by both leaders, where
India is a partner in the international thermal nuclear experimental reactor project.

all AAdT FSRE A T8I ey vemafeied Reaex &1 gr &, stel oRa
HAUET goier ~gfFear vewafeied Ruaey aRAe= # @=ier gl

e In addition to the Rafale-M fighter deal, a deal for three additional Scorpene-class
submarines is also in advanced stages.

Whe-M o351 faaarer @i & 3ifaRerd, e 3ifaRea Fifder Fomw gagleaat & fov
Hier off 3oaAd TRoT 7 gl

e The total value of these deals is around $10 billion-$11 billion.
gof dial &1 For HrAa weremar $10 faforae-g11 Rfeae 2

e India and France are in advanced stages of talks for the co-design and co-

development of a 110 KN aero engine to power India’s fifth generation fighter
aircraft.

TR 3R Wi 110 KN T Sofe & Hg-3ams« 3N ¥g-Rem s QT 30aa ot & § s
AR & giad NI & asr AT 1 AfFd vere wem|
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Did T.N. Governor refer 10 Bills to
President to avoid assent, asks SC

Bench asks A-G if Ravi referred the re-passed Bills to the President only to circumvent the procedure under Article 200; the

Governor had sat on 12 Bills sent by Legislature between 2020 and 2023, following which T.N. govt. approached the court

GS Paper Il: Center State Relations|

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I on Friday ques-
tioned whether Ta-

mil Nadu Governor R.N.
Ravi referred 10 Bills re-
passed by the State Legisla-
ture to the President to
avoid having to give his
consent to them.

A Bench of Justices J.B.
Pardiwala and R. Mahade-
van asked Attorney-Gener-
al of India R. Venkatarama-
ni if the Governor had
referred the re-passed Bills
to the President for consid-
eration only to circumvent
the procedure under the
first proviso of Article 200
(Governor’s assent of Bills)
of the Constitution.

Under Article 200, a Go-
vernor has three options
when Bills are sent to him
for assent - give assent,
withhold assent, or refer
the Bills to the President
for consideration.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has argued that a Go-
vernor can refer a Bill to
the President only in case
of any ‘repugnancy’ under
Article 254, that is, if the
proposed State law is
found to be inconsistent
with or encroaches into an
existing Central law or if

Continuing tussle: Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi, right, with
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin at the Raj Bhavan. R. RAGU

the Bill tends to derogate
the Constitutional powers
of the State High Court.

Under the first proviso
of Article 200, if the Gover-
nor chooses to withhold
assent to a Bill, he has to re-
turn it as soon as possible
to the House with a “mes-
sage” to reconsider the
proposed law or specified
provisions or suggest
amendments.

If the House reiterates
the Bill and presents it to
the Governor, the “Gover-
nor shall not withhold as-

sent”. In short, the proviso
makes it clear that the Go-

vernor has to grant
consent.
V-C appointments

In Tamil Nadu’s case, origi-
nally 12 Bills, mostly deal-
ing with appointments of
Vice-Chancellors to State
universities, were sent by
the State Legislature for
consent to the Governor
between January 2020 and
April 2023.

The Governor had sat
on them. Ultimately, when

the State approached the
top court against the Go-
vernor’s perceived inac-
tion in November 2023, the
latter had referred two of
the Bills to the President
and proceeded to withhold
consent on the remaining
10.

Subsequently, the State
Assembly re-passed the 10
Bills in a special session
within days and returned
them to the Governor for
his assent. The State ar-
gued in the top court that it
was following procedure
under the first proviso of
Article 200. The Governor
had proceeded to refer all
10 Bills to the President for
consideration. The Presi-
dent had subsequently as-
sented to one Bill, rejected
seven and not considered
the remaining two pro-
posed laws.

“Having taken a con-
scious decision to withhold
assent, can the Governor
take the third choice and
refer the Bills to the Presi-
dent? Having withheld as-
sent, can he try to over-
come the first proviso
procedure by referring to
the President? If he with-
holds assent, the proce-
dure under the first provi-
so would have to be
followed...,” Justice Pardi-

wala addressed the A-G.

Mr. Venkataramani ar-
gued that the Governor,
having withheld consent to
the Bills, had not asked the
State Assembly to re-con-
sider them. The procedure
under the first proviso of
Article 200 did not cover a
situation when a proposed
law is found to be repug-
nant by the Governor.

“What you are saying is
that the first proviso covers
only small issues like sug-
gestions and amendments
to the Bills sent for assent.
On the other hand, if a Bill
is found to be repugnant,
then the first proviso is
completely out of play. The
procedure of the first pro-
viso does not kick in... In
this case, when the State
Legislature unilaterally re-
enacted these 10 Bills and
sent them back to the Go-
vernor, but there was no
question of you according
consent now,” Justice Par-
diwala summed up Mr.
Venkataramani’s submis-
sions in defence of the
Governor.

Mr. Venkataramani said
the ‘message’ in the first
proviso did not contem-
plate repugnancy.

The court posted the
case for a final day’s hear-
ing on February 10.

Did T.N. Governor refer 10 Bills to President to avoid assent,

asks SC

T dfAdag & TSI o Al ¥ 799 & fAw 10 {dys
Tsgafa 1 8, gHA FIE F goT
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Bench asks A-G if Ravi referred the re-passed Bills to the President only to
circumvent the procedure under Article 200; the Governor had sat on 12 Bills sent
by Legislature between 2020 and 2023, following which T.N. govt. approached the
court

Supreme Court Questions Tamil Nadu Governor's Actions on Referred Bills

FhH FE F affaag F Toaue F Fefita fdys W 3orT Fard

e The Supreme Court on Friday questioned whether Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi
referred 10 Bills repassed by the State Legislature to the President to avoid having to
give his consent to them.

FAA FIE 7 YFAR 1 Yg FaTol 3o/ foh 71 affiereg F T AR, . W
T faumsse gart go: aia 10 faeeret & wseufar & 9@ 56 fov SeT aife 3%
HYAT TP T ol TS|

e A Bench of Justices J.B. Pardiwala and R. Mahadevan asked Attorney-General of
India R. Venkataramani if the Governor had referred the re-passed Bills to the
President for consideration only to circumvent the procedure under the first proviso of
Article 200 (Governor’s assent of Bills) of the Constitution.

=arEfd . ft. IRaTeT AR IR, AT F T A AR F Il Selel I,
AT & T T o1 Tl o GeT: IR FAdrehl &l dhaor AUt & 3regedq
200 ([A8ashl TR ToTaTel T FhIH(A) & Tgel FTaLlel HT YihdT I IR HA &
fore wrsgafar o ara |

e Under Article 200, a Governor has three options when Bills are sent to him for assent
— give assent, withhold assent, or refer the Bills to the President for consideration.

HIedE 200 & g, oI fA9IHl &1 TIFfa & T Isgurer & 9r ST S g, o
3H$ U A [dhed gl & - Tpfa e, Thefa Jer, ar fdsr st aseafa &
i R & fav deen

e The Tamil Nadu government has argued that a Governor can refer a Bill to the
President only in case of any ‘repugnancy’ under Article 254, that is, if the proposed
State law is found to be inconsistent with or encroaches into an existing Central law or
if the Bill tends to derogate the Constitutional powers of the State High Court.

AfATAE TFR o b feaT & fob TSAITer sharel IeJede 254 & Tl fenar ‘Raememay
&1 Fufa 7 & fadyes = wsgafa & arg ds1 @ §, 3dTa Ife wearfad TsT Fea
AISIET FRT FIqeT & WY IHIT 91T ST § A7 A e U7 3= =ararey &
wRufas HFRY 1 Sedud FaT B

e Under the first proviso of Article 200, if the Governor chooses to withhold assent to a

Bill, he has to return it as soon as possible to the House with a “message” to reconsider
the proposed law or specified provisions or suggest amendments.

TG 200 & Ugel YU & TBd, Iie AsqqTel fohdll fadas ol Tfipfa (a8, ot
3o U STog U Slog WHE I ATIH AT BT &, TTY &7 Teh “Heel” ST 8T § difeh
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SEATAT lefel AT FAAY Jraem=it o go: [ fham S d ar d@eiee &1 geia fean
ST Goh|

o |If the House reiterates the Bill and presents it to the Governor, the “Governor shall
not withhold assent.”

Ife wHe faUTeh & i & JEgd Xl § 3R 38 TsIurer & 919 Hoiehr &, ar
I F TGS Al F1 FAFR 781 g’

« In Tamil Nadu’s case, originally 12 Bills, mostly dealing with appointments of Vice-
Chancellors to State universities, were sent by the State Legislature for consent to
the Governor between January 2020 and April 2023.

affieey & A & 7 &9 4 12 Ry, S e UsT Reafaggredt & Feafaat
& fagfaaal @ w@afta 9, usw Ruessa 3 Sadt 2020 9 adier 2023 & ST TsFTT
% U THid & fav e 9

e The Governor had sat on them. Ultimately, when the State approached the top court
against the Governor’s perceived inaction in November 2023, the latter had referred
two of the Bills to the President and proceeded to withhold consent on the remaining
10.

TSI A 54 W g 0T AT foram| 3iad:, 9 UsF o Toqqrel 1 AT 71§
AFaar s Qo A9eX 2023 F 3T AT T Q@ [T, a9 ToIqTel oF ar
Rt wr wgufa & 9 da 3 SR 10 Rl W st A &

e Subsequently, the State Assembly re-passed the 10 Bills in a special session within
days and returned them to the Governor for his assent.

38 dle, Ued fauraqsm a1 10 Rdgsi o Ay gad g5 & A & g0 aRa fhar
3R 3¢ ToI9Te & I FPpfa & T der fea|

e The State argued in the top court that it was following procedure under the first proviso
of Article 200.

T & 3o AT H T§ oo AT & 98 3efeda 200 & Tgel YIaHle & e

gfehdr &I dTeld X IGT AT

e The Governor had proceeded to refer all 10 Bills to the President for consideration.
The President had subsequently assented to one Bill, rejected seven, and not
considered the remaining two proposed laws.

TsgaTe = FT 10 fadiashi ot sgafa & 99 TagR & fow a9 Gar an sas &1,
sgafar o v g ) Tdiipld &, A Rt A swdier A 3R et dal
TEAfad Fhefett 9 faar g o

o Justice Pardiwala addressed the A-G asking, “Having taken a conscious decision to

withhold assent, can the Governor take the third choice and refer the Bills to the
President?”

=ITHf IRENETET 7 3Tl FeRel & Fg Hallel Yo, “EAIpid Uehel HT FAT AUT ot
& 91C, FT YSIUTT &R Ahed & dgd Ol o Iseafd & I AT Thd 6727

e Mr. Venkataramani argued that the Governor, having withheld consent to the Bills,
had not asked the State Assembly to reconsider them.
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AAFAHATO & T fohar fob TsaTe, Segiel fa8ae W Eipfd Uk & oY, o7 T
@ @ 3¢ Io: AR X @1 e A8 R

e The procedure under the first proviso of Article 200 did not cover a situation when a
proposed law is found to be repugnant by the Governor.

HFedg 200 & Tgel JAYTT & dgd dg U LT AT ST GEATAA Hlefel AsFqTel
garT faremsreY o ST 2

e The Court posted the case for a final day’s hearing on February 10.

IeTerd o 3 A I JHfae Foaar$ 10 wradt A R # g

China lashes out at
U.S. ‘coercion’ as
Panama quits BRI

IGS Paper II: China

Associated Press
BEIJING

China on Friday lashed out
at what it called U.S. “coer-
cion” after Panama de-
clined to renew a key in-
frastructure = agreement
with Beijing following
Washington’s threat to take
back the Panama Canal.

Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Lin Jian said at a
briefing that China “firmly
opposes the U.S. smearing
and undermining the Belt
and Road cooperation
through means of pressure
and coercion.”

The Belt and Road Initia-
tive is President Xi Jinp-

llng’s signature foreign pol-
ice drive to bind China
closer to countries in the
region and beyond by
building roads, railways,
airports, power plants and
other infrastructure.

Panama’s decision to
walk away from it was seen
as a concession to the U.S.
over the canal after U.S. Se-
cretary of State Marco Ru-
bio warned Panamanian
leader José Raul Mulino on
Sunday that Panama must
immediately reduce what
President Donald Trump
says is ‘Chinese influence’
over the canal area or face
potential retaliation from
the U.S..

China lashes out at U.S.
‘coercion’ as Panama quits
BRI

T F IANET A ‘Tag A
U gHT fHdT, 91T o BRI ®
gca &1 hyar fFar

China on Friday criticized U.S.
“coercion” after Panama decided
not to renew an infrastructure
agreement with Beijing following
U.S. threats regarding the
Panama Canal.

YHAR F T o FARFT AT "qam@
Aifa" $r rargsT A, F9 99T A
difsir & Ty yE gAad
g wHSla A AT w6 &
$APR FT T, St rARST &
ATAT A8 &I aTIHT ool &l GHhY
a»-aﬁgarrl

e Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian stated that China firmly opposes U.S.
pressure in undermining the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
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T & Ager AT F yaaar o e a w1 & e, 3R garr "dee U3 U3
sfAafefed (BRI)" #I FASR I & gad &1 HT @AY FIar 2l

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
dec Us U3 sfAfefed (BRI)

BRI is President Xi Jinping’s key foreign policy to strengthen China’s ties with other
countries by developing roads, railways, airports, power plants, and other
infrastructure.

BRI Irsgufer off forarfior 1 v vogw feer ifar 8, oraenr 3eded ws%, o, gar$ ass,
el w5 3t I gfrdl o S AT A e qut & Fha AT

Panama’s withdrawal from BRI is seen as a concession to the U.S. following
pressure over the Panama Canal.

JTHAT &1 BRI ¥ g1 3ANFT & RAd e & &7 H @M1 37 ET &, S 99T J87 W
m%mgam

U.S. pressure on Panama
JATAT I HARFT FT ga1q

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio warned Panamanian leader José Raul Mulino
on Sunday that Panama must immediately reduce Chinese influence over the
Panama Canal or face retaliation from the U.S.

IARFY fager w1 At Ffa 7 AR F gE F Aar AW B JRAAT HT AT
&1 o eITAT Y T IATAT AgT W A GHTE FA FIAT g9, 37T AN Ar HR
@ goIfad FRAE FT FTHAT HIET 9391

Former U.S. President Donald Trump has also raised concerns over China’s
involvement in the Panama Canal area.

7a 3ARE weeufa Seres cua off g AT & # i i smellery & ol Rfar
SIS gl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in

Iran supreme leader criticises
proposed nuclear talks with U.S.

AFP

Iran's supreme leader said negotiations with the U.S. “are not
intelligent or honorable” after Donald Trump floated nuclear talks
with Tehran. Ayatollah Ali Khamenei also suggested “there should
be no negotiations with such a government,” but stopped short of
issuing a direct order not to engage with the U.S. AFp

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Iralran supreme leader
criticises proposed
nuclear talks with U.S.

ST & Fafed adr o
IANFT & 91y geafad
QIATI] AT Y AT
$r

Iran's Supreme Leader Rejects
Nuclear Talks with the U.S.

A & gofer ofisT & R &
WY AT 1A HY AHRI

D Iran’s Supreme Leader said
negotiations with the U.S. “are not
intelligent or honorable” after
Donald Trump floated nuclear talks
with Tehran.

& & gier st Far H

IANFT F Ay A “FEAATT AT FFATASNAF 61 o 19 S1eAles T o gl & |y

YIATO] &Il T TEdTd @

e Ayatollah Ali Khamenei also suggested “there should be no negotiations with such a
government,” but stopped short of issuing a direct order not to engage with the U.S.

Hradledt el @AAS A Jg o gorra fear & Wl PR F @ Fg ardl At ger
BT, olfshel 3egiel IANFT T oo TR Ieq&T QAU &l F Wl |
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Trump sanctions ICC for ‘illegitimate
probes’ targeted against Israel, U.S.

Curbs include asset freezes and travel bans against ICC officials, employees and their family members, along with anyone

deemed to have helped the court’s probe; The Hague-based court vows to continue providing justice around the world

GS Paper II:
Adinternational
wjOrganizations

.S. President Do-
Unald Trump im-
posed sanctions on

the International Criminal
Court for probes targeting
America and its ally Israel,
but the ICC on Friday
vowed to continue provid-
ing “justice and hope”
around the world.

Mr. Trump signed an ex-
ecutive order on Thursday
saying the court in The
Hague had “abused its
power” by issuing an arrest
warrant for visiting Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, who held talks
with the U.S. President in

Behavioural pattern: Previous sanctions by the U.S. under
President Donald Trump had targeted the court’s prosecutor. Ap

Washington on Tuesday.
He ordered asset freezes
and travel bans against ICC
officials, employees and
their family members,

along with anyone deemed
to have helped the court’s
investigations.

The ICC on Friday con-
demned the move, which

it said sought to “harm its
independent and impartial
judicial work”. “The Court
stands firmly by its person-
nel and pledges to conti-
nue providing justice and
hope to millions of inno-
cent victims of atrocities
across the world,” it said in
a statement.

The United Nations said
it deeply regretted Mr.
Trump’s decision to slap
sanctions on the ICC and
urged him to reverse the
move.

The names of the indivi-
duals affected by the sanc-
tions were not immediate-
ly released, but previous
U.S. sanctions under Mr.
Trump had targeted the

Trump sanctions ICC for ‘illegitimate probes’ targeted
against Israel, U.S.

TFT A Soad, 3ARST F W 3dy I & v ICC W
gfaser o
U.S. Imposes Sanctions on International Criminal Court

IANFT & FRTET ITRF AT W gfa«y Jene

court’s prosecutor.

Mr. Trump’s order said
the tribunal had engaged
in “illegitimate and base-
less actions targeting
America and our close ally
Israel,” referring to ICC
probes into alleged war
crimes by U.S. service
members in Afghanistan
and Israeli troops in Gaza.

Israel’s Foreign Minister
Gideon Saar applauded Mr.
Trump on Friday over the
sanctions, calling the
court’s actions against Is-
rael illegitimate.

Neither the U.S. nor Is-
rael are members of the
court. The EU warned the
move was a threat to its
independence.

e U.S. President Donald Trump imposed sanctions on the International Criminal
Court for probes targeting America and its ally Israel, but the ICC on Friday vowed to
continue providing “justice and hope” around the world.

AT Tseufa Adres a7 FARST IR 3TF AT FoRIBA FI ATAIdT FeA dTell
St & T Haedr ITefld sarTey W 9fae oo, Afdhe R 1 ICC A
gfoam o) A Far AR AT Ve e T FEA WS

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in '




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

e Trump signed an executive order on Thursday saying the court in The Hague had
“abused its power” by issuing an arrest warrant for visiting Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, who held talks with the U.S. President in Washington on
Tuesday.

T & TFEAR P TF FRFR AT T geari e, oot w1 g g d fua

AT o FUTHA AT AdeTg & ol FREAT aRe SIRr Y “araedr afFa

FT geuanr” foam, St FHarerar &1 arfliares 7 3ARE Teeufd @ Farwa & © A
e Trump ordered asset freezes and travel bans against ICC officials, employees, and

their family members, along with anyone deemed to have helped the court’s
investigations.

T A ICC FfAFRAY, FAaRAT 3R 39% INRAR & Teeal & TWATh Ry Y AT
3R T ufqeer J9ne, Y & 3T el & @ Y S 3rerad i ST H Ace F
& for SFAgR A= a1v 3

e The ICC on Friday condemned the move, saying it sought to “harm its independent
and impartial judicial work.”

YHAR H ICC A 50 Fed N e FH gu Fel o 7 “gad Fadd AR fasaar
mﬂ?maﬁwq@ﬁaﬁrmﬁr%r’

e The ICC pledged to continue providing justice and hope to millions of innocent
victims of atrocities across the world.

ICC & gieram oR & ol faefy difgat o warr 3R e yere e H waw @S|

e The United Nations said it deeply regretted Mr. Trump’s decision to impose sanctions
on the ICC and urged him to reverse the move.

LT TS o &gl f&F 38 €9 & ICC W ey 9t & Hder W MW Wg ¢ 3R
398 5H Tolcal HT NI fohaT|

e The names of the individuals affected by the sanctions were not immediately released,
but previous U.S. sanctions under Mr. Trump had targeted the court’s prosecutor.

gfdeel & wsniad fFadl & 17 R SR 76T fFT 9T, dAfched €0 & dgd Ao
AR gfaeel A rcred & FfAATEw H fard mar

e Mr. Trump’s order said the tribunal had engaged in “illegitimate and baseless actions
targeting America and our close ally Israel,” referring to ICC probes into alleged war
crimes by U.S. service members in Afghanistan and Israeli troops in Gaza.

T & A A Fgl 1T [ e o 3y 3R 3R e Fi Y 3wRe ik
FAR FdT ARl soEa FF dffid A &7 S ICC T St T 5 FT @ AT S
RIS 7 3RS Afevent 3 e 7 soRmer S garT o e geyr st
X 3maTiRa o

o Israel’s Foreign Minister Gideon Saar applauded Mr. Trump on Friday over the
sanctions, calling the court’s actions against Israel illegitimate.

gonmEd & fagyr #N e aR A AR &1 ¢u Hr wfaaet & fav weer #, 34k w1
fr 37eTed & soRse & f@aw 1 3y g
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o Neither the U.S. nor Israel are members of the court.

AN 3R soREd At &) 3T & HeET e &l

e The EU warned the move was a threat to its independence.

T §F (EU) F Id1ast &7 6 I FeH S0 Faaadl & ol T Tl &
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International Criminal Court (ICC)
HATSET I =TT (ICC)

Basic Information

Hel STTeTehIY

e Established: 1 July 2002 (under the Rome Statute)
FYTYEAT: 1 TS 2002 (AA EA™ & dga)
e Headquarters: The Hague, Netherlands
HEATOT: & 1, fletelgd
o Official Languages: English & French
I e s 3 e
o Jurisdiction: Crimes against humanity, war crimes, genocide, and crimes of aggression
FUFR & AT & RATE ORI, JaU AR, AEEN, A ITHAT 3arer
e Current President (2024): Piotr Hofmanski (Poland)
TAATA AT (2024): RAE FATER (dl3)
e Chief Prosecutor (2024): Karim Khan (UK)
HET AHASTF (2024): FHA G (TF)
e Member States: 124 countries (As of 2024)
HEET 32A: 124 &2 (2024 )

Background & Historical Context
yeasfA va aefds west

e The Rome Statute was adopted on 17 July 1998, and the ICC came into effect on 1 July
2002.

A FFAMY T 17 J[AT§ 1998 T 39147 1T AT, AR ICC 1 JelT§ 2002 T THTET 37|

o Itis the world’s first permanent international criminal tribunal.
g a1 gger TR FARTSET WY Ao ¢

e ThelICCis not a part of the United Nations (UN) but has a cooperative relationship with it.

ICC ®gFa g (UN) T BFar 78t 8, Afdhet 50 @1 wgdlencAs Haer 1@ g

Key Functions & Jurisdiction

e F AR aAfRER

1. Genocide (FREEN):
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o Acts intended to destroy a national, ethnic, racial, or religious group.

o Fegedyet ¥ ¥ R wdy, Sy, el ar enfite wHg @ e
2. Crimes Against Humanity (ATeiadr & f@dTe 3raRme):

o Widespread or systematic attacks against civilians.

o ARSI & f@aw 93 YA W A1 cyafeya ga |

3. War Crimes (¥ 379314):
o Violations of the Geneva Conventions (e.g., killing prisoners of war).

o foear Federe 1 3edaer (¥ Fewafdt F g=m)!

4. Crime of Aggression (TshHOT 3YITE):
o lllegal use of military force by one state against another.

o TF U @RI @Y U & e Iy A7 9o F1 39|

Limitations & Criticism

e 3 3eitered

e USA, China, India, and Russia are NOT members.
AR, o, oRa, 3R w7 dgET A §

e The ICC cannot prosecute non-member states unless referred by the UN Security
Council.

ICC I-weFa qut T FAFAT AG To Fehall, 9 aF F W UN & 9Rwg g@anr weftha
o frar S

e Some African nations have accused the ICC of targeting only African leaders.

$ 3MHIRN ST & ICC TR Fael HHPFT A3t F fAemar qa& 1 3R w9 g

Recent Developments
gTel &1 "

1. Warrant Against Russian President Vladimir Putin (2023)
o In March 2023, the ICC issued an arrest warrant against Russian President Vladimir
Putin for war crimes related to the Ukraine conflict.

o WM 2023 %, ICCH T & Isgufar senfeelR i & f@ems oot wod @ 3 gau
It & fAT PRFar are s e

2. Israel-Palestine Conflict Investigation (2024)
o The ICC is investigating alleged war crimes committed by both Israel and Hamas.
o ICC oz iR gorw at q@nr e v HRAT ey st i i W@ P

3. India’s Stand on ICC
o India has not signed or ratified the Rome Statute, arguing that national sovereignty
should not be compromised.
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o HRA & YA WM T gwal a1 g gt fhar §, a8 o a3 gu % wh
T ¥ wASlar @@ fhar s @fgw

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper lll: Economy, Science & Technology,
Environment, Disaster Management, Internal Security)

1. Growth push: RBI cuts rate by 0.25% / @& &Y deEr: RBI
o &T # 0.25% &1 Feldy A

2.First GBS case reported in Mumbai; 180 cases in State /

HI$ A ggell GBS Y &1 AT &of, Tsd H 180 ALAA
3.Growth over inflation / AGEHIfd W AT &1 qrafawdar

4. A Surge of Dead Sea Turtles in the Sand / ¥ ® Hd WA
FOIHT AT 9T

5. 21 MPs write to Shah seeking update on Naga peace
process / 21 WIHGT & AME &Y @M AT UfFAT I 9T & &
foT o forar

6.Centre holds consultation with States on setting up

biomanufacturing facilities / &g & Aa-fawtor glaemsit $r
TYAT 9T I & d1 Far-faat
7. Budget’s focus on vegetables, fruits and pulses is a

positive for inflation: RBI Governor / ¥sT€ &T Hfeardl, Bal 31T
grell WX &Te 3T AGEhIfa F T FERieAs: 3RS e
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Growth push: RBI
cuts rate by 0.25%

First repo rate cut since May 2020 may translate into cheaper home and

car loans; follows Budget initiatives to boost consumption with I-T breaks

|GS Paper lll: Repo Rate |

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

owering India’s in-
I terest rates for the

first time in the last
57 months, the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) of
the Reserve Bank of India
on Friday unanimously cut
the repo rate by 25 basis
points (bps) to 6.25%, to
support fading growth in
the hope of inflation easing
to 4.4% in this quarter and
4.2% through 2025-26.

The RBI’s policy shift,
which may translate into
cheaper loans for homes,
cars and other purposes,
comes within a week of the
Union Budget for 2025-26
that seeks to drive growth
by stimulating urban de-
mand with income tax
breaks worth 1 lakh crore.

The repo rate is the rate
at which the RBI lends to

e

A policy
pivot

7

the repo rate

5.15

=N

The chart shows

(in %) decided by
the Reserve Bank
of India’s Monetary
Policy Committee
between October 2019
6 and February 2025

Oct. 04  Mar. 27 May. 22
2019 2020 2020

Dec. 28
2024

Sep. 30
2022

May. 04
2022

other banks, and one basis
point equals 0.01%. This is
the first repo rate cut since
the early days of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, when
the RBI made a 40 bps cut
to 4% in May 2020 and
held it there for a couple of
years. Since 2022, the repo
rate has been on the rise.
In view of the risks from
global uncertainties and
upside risks to inflation,

the MPC persisted with a
neutral monetary policy,
and stayed “unambiguous-
ly focussed on a durable
alignment of inflation with
the target, while support-
ing growth,” RBI Governor
Sanjay Malhotra said.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10

GROWTH OVER INFLATION
» PAGE 8

Growth push: RBI cuts rate
by 0.25%

AT #! deMEn RBl & &
# 0.25% &Y Fckdt fr

Lowering India’s interest rates
for the first time in 57 months,
the Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) of the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Friday
unanimously cut the repo rate
by 25 basis points (bps) to
6.25%.

HRT 61 ;ST U H 57 AGAT
# ggell I " §U, HRAT
Red & (RBI) @ #Aigw AN
gfafa (MPC) & har &
FagFATY & AT ST FT 25 TR
3% (bps) TEHT 6.25% &

This decision aims to support fading growth in the hope of inflation easing to 4.4% in
this quarter and 4.2% through 2025-26.

Ig Ao FHEIR @t AT e 1 Tada ¢ & forw forar = §, 59 37 & &
HEHIT 58 TAATET 3 4.4% 3R 2025-26 dF 4.2% W 3T ST

The RBI’s policy shift may lead to cheaper loans for homes, cars, and other

purposes.

RBI &Y SfQerd d¢ad O WX, R 31X 3T sal & T G&a &T [&eley fT GHGT

gl

The decision follows the Union Budget for 2025-26, which aims to boost growth by
stimulating urban demand with income tax breaks worth %1 lakh crore.
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Ig fAvTr 2025-26 & FA FoIC & G AT §, S ¥ A FAT F AR FEF
ATETH I AT ANT H g AT HT UcATed Hlal DI TIH HLAT gl

e Therepo rate is the rate at which RBI lends to other banks, and one basis point
equals 0.01%.

Y eXag T & f9F WRBI 3T %! # 3uR 4T ¥, 3 vF IR 3F (bps) 0.01%

¥ SET giar gl

e This is the first repo rate cut since May 2020, when the RBI reduced the rate by 40
bps to 4% during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Ig AE 2020 F 91 Ygell IR & o RBI & T T & Feldy Y & Fg#= & ST RBI

o W 40 ATYR A T 4% F a7 |

e Since 2022, the repo rate had been rising, but now it has been cut to support
economic growth.

2022 ¥, T X A gEfr &Y W ofY, diferet 39 30 3w Fefer #1 wode w3 & v
Ter f&am arm g

e Considering risks from global uncertainties and inflation, the MPC has maintained a
neutral monetary policy.

IRaw wfafRaaanst ik gErehfy & @ F dud §u, MPC d devy #iftw Aifa
TaTT TE

o RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra stated that the focus remains on sustainable inflation
control while supporting growth.

RBI & I+ 1T AegHT o Fgl f& Aredifa & wurh &0 & @afa &6 3k
R F TAST & W AT Sfgd Rar 11 8

Mudumalai Tiger Reserve
HAATS IR Rt

* Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, located in the Nilgiris district of Tamil Nadu, is a significant protected area
in India.

- TGS TR Reord, S AfrerTg & Ao foret 3 Rt €, RE 1 v Ageaqul TR 87 3|

» Established in 1940, it is one of the country's oldest wildlife sanctuaries.

- 1940 # TURA, g 3 F FIW WA IeIailg FHAROAT H § TF &

* The reserve spans approximately 321 square kilometers and is part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve,
the first biosphere reserve in India.
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« Jg THIRTY SFIHIT 321 T ﬁmﬁﬁuﬁ%ﬁgﬂ%mmmmwﬁwﬁmm
FT ggT TRTHRIT RTT &

* Mudumalai shares its boundaries with Karnataka’s Bandipur National Park and Kerala’s Wayanad
Wildlife Sanctuary, forming a critical corridor for wildlife movement in the Western Ghats.

« AGACTS T HIA Fadled F AT AT U iR I & TA1s aegoia AR § Ao § fSed
gfteelt are & geehal #1 Iraemer F T o Fgeaqer AfAIRT ST &

Flora and Fauna

» The reserve's diverse habitats include tropical moist deciduous forests, dry deciduous forests, and
grasslands, supporting a rich array of flora and fauna.

- 3 3PRRTY & ARy mamat 7 ssorsRatia g qoiurdt a9, w ot 9 3w & dAge enfie
g, o Rffies R & Faeefaal st Sha-siqst # wda @ &

* Iltis home to several endangered species, notably the Bengal tiger, Indian elephant, and Indian
leopard.

- g F§ FHCATT YoTadl 1 1A §, AT §T el TR, AR greft 3y oRerr gam|

» Other notable species include gaur (Indian bison), chital (spotted deer), and a variety of bird species,
making it a biodiversity hotspot.

« 30 9@ et # AR (RN areEe), dae (Refier fon) ik Rt el genfast anfae €
Srad g8 vs St fafdvar glewaie sar §1

Recent Conservation Challenges

BT & WI&TT et geifaar

* In October 2023, reports indicated that forest officials installed CCTV cameras at over 40 locations
within the reserve following the deaths of 10 tigers over a span of 45 days.

- gAY 2023 #H, Niel & 307ER, a7 ftaial @ 40 @ ifte wuet w dddr FaR denw, F=ifF 45
featt & 10 amet #r 7y g o1

* Investigations revealed that at least two of these tigers were poisoned, leading to the arrest of an
individual in connection with the incident.

ST @ AT Tl R gAH F FAH F FA A amal F e @7 4 a1, 5ed vk sgfFd B Rean g8
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* In August 2024, two female Asiatic wild dogs (dholes) were found dead under suspicious
circumstances in the buffer zone of the reserve.

* IAET 2024 A, & ATeT TRAATE Serelt FA (Srew) Rord & aww e & w@feeeyr aRkfPufat & a arw v

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC):

» Before MPC's inception, the Governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) solely determined key
interest rates, leading to tensions between the government and RBI during periods of low growth and
high inflation.

» MPC # TIT9aT & Ted, AR RS 8F (RBI) & e 3rhel & 9@ sATST W1 o1 foieiRoT & 9,
et w7 Rem 3k 3= gaehfa & T77 @R AR RBI & §IF @@ 3cqe giar ol

* In 2016, the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, was amended to establish the MPC, introducing a
collective decision-making approach to monetary policy.

« 2016 H, AT Rord dF IWRAIA, 1934 7 e FAr ar3m, f5gd MPC i megéaﬂwmﬁav
sAifar 7 aegfes factkr Ao it aftkar omep i 978

» Composition of the MPC
« MPC &I |I=T

* The MPC comprises six members:
- MPC # Fl & Wa¥d &I ¢

e Three officials from RBI:

e RBI&F did 3fO+HY:

o The Governor of the RBI, who serves as the ex-officio chairperson.

RB| & deiY, 5l YT reqeT gl &l

The Deputy Governor overseeing monetary policy.

Aifgw AfY Hr 2@ Fe g B 19w
One RBI officer nominated by the Central Board of the RBI.

o RBI & FIT €18 qanr aA1fAd v rftar|

e Three external members nominated by the Government of India, each serving a four-year term.

o HRA TR G AfAd A el Teed, oo HEe g a¥ 1 g gl

o O O O

* This balanced structure ensures a blend of internal expertise and external perspectives in policy
formulation.

- I Fqfad eaen i 10T 7 stafes RAdwsar sk awd eRewor a1 gaEy gRafRad s B
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* Functioning and Decision-Making Process

« RSN 3R Aok dF fr ufsar

* The MPC meets at least four times a year.

«MPC a¥ & &7 @ FH IR aR 35&F Fd! 2|

» Each member has an equal vote, and in the case of a tie, the RBI Governor exercises a casting vote.

« U &I T e} AT 8l &, 3R Ife #at # & gt &, Y RBI rE=R & gy v aie &
3SR g1 B

* The MPC's primary responsibility is to set the policy repo rate—the rate at which RBI lends to
commercial banks—to achieve the designated inflation target.

- MPC # F&a foeaer) Aifawra Tt a¥ Fuia & -3 & RBI aifofoas dFt # 3uR &ar §—arfs
fauia erehifar wear grea fhar o @

* Inflation Targeting Framework

- Ao e fauRer wnar

* The MPC aims to maintain inflation at 4%, with a tolerance band of +2%, meaning the acceptable
range is between 2% and 6%.

* MPC T o1& Hehifar 1 4% 9T SATC 1@ &, [ +2% FT Fgarelierar 33 8, I w&lwrd d@am 2%
¥ 6% F A gl

« Ifinflation remains outside this range for three consecutive quarters, the MPC must submit a report
to the government detailing:

- Ifg AT AR faenfeat aF Aaehifa 3@ e & aET W B, AT MPC : @R A vd R diveh
ad & Sad arfae aar &

e Reasons for the deviation.

o ¥THE & FROT|

e Proposed remedial actions.

o AT URIHAS 3U|

o Estimated timeframe for returning to the target range.

o &g AT A Fled w1 plaa wHy|

* This framework emphasizes the MPC's accountability in maintaining price stability.

« IE TRUT AT AT F10 T@et # MPC #Y Faradgl 1 2l g

* Recent Developments
« §TT & ETATHH
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* In February 2025, under the leadership of Governor Sanjay Malhotra, the MPC reduced the benchmark
interest rate by 25 basis points to 6.25%.

« HIEd 2025 F, AR HAT ASRHT & aiqjed H, MPC d d9ATE S4Tel &T &I 25 3TUR 3 ¥ 6.25%
T feam|

* This was the first rate cut in nearly five years, aimed at stimulating economic growth amid easing
inflationary pressures.

- 75 e giT a6t & gl AR sarer g 7 Fwekd o, S 3eged aedt A guet & e anfdw
T F AicwHifed F |

* The move reflects the MPC's proactive approach in balancing growth and inflation dynamics.

- IE HeH MPC & afthar Tfeehior &l e 8, st e ik garhifa & fT dqee 9w @ @ Sigd
gl
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First GBS case
reported in
Mumbai; 180

cases in State

IGS Paper Ill: S&T |

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Mumbai reported its first
Guillain-Barré Syndrome
(GBS) case on Friday after a
64-year-old Andheri-based
resident, diagnosed with
the rare nerve disorder,
was hospitalised for treat-
ment. Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation of-
ficials confirmed that the
elderly woman has a histo-
ry of fever and diarrhoea
followed by ascending
paralysis.

A total of 180 GBS cases
have been reported so far,
with four new suspected
cases identified on Friday.
Among six deaths in Maha-
rashtra, at least five are sus-
pected to be due to GBS.

According to the State
Public Health Department,
35 among 180 patients are
from the Pune Municipal
Corporation and 88 are
from newly added villages
in the corporation limits.
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First GBS case reported in Mumbai; 180 cases in
State

HI§ & ggell GBS At # AT &, U 7 180
AT

Mumbai reported its first case of Guillain-Barré Syndrome
(GBS) on Friday after a 64-year-old Andheri-based resident
was diagnosed with the rare nerve disorder and
hospitalised for treatment.

HIS A YHAR F GgelT 338 AT (GBS) T AR
gol g3, a0 A8 A 64 adffy Afgem ;A geisr A A HAd
ST 9dT IaT 3R g & AT 3regarer & st fFar arm)

. Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) officials confirmed that
the elderly woman had a history of fever and diarrhoea, followed by
ascending paralysis.

geeaas IR famer (BMC) & srfdsiRal a1 qite &1 fo aAfgen & gea q@w
3R ST g3 o, 9w 1g e # R srehar 317 1|

. A total of 180 GBS cases have been reported so far, with four new
suspected cases identified on Friday.

39 d% Fel 180 GBS & AW &of fhw 7w, foefet AR #t IR 7w wiewer
HAHS AT 3T

. Among six deaths in Maharashtra, at least five are suspected to be
due to GBS.

AERISE A OF Aldl # @, FA T FA UT GBS F FROUT gl T ST g

. According to the State Public Health Department, 35 out of 180
patients are from the Pune Municipal Corporation, and 88 are from newly
added villages in the corporation limits.

T WaSfAT Fareey femr & 3176R, 180 AfST F & 35 qor R fore &7 4§,
3 88 gTer & NS T AT A F

body.

Ascending Paralysis
dedl YaIETd

* Ascending paralysis is a medical condition characterized by muscle weakness that
begins in the lower limbs and progresses upward to the upper limbs and other parts of the
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- TgdT vaTHTd U R Rufa ¢ Srad armifiet #1 Faedt vgd e s @ gw
gier & 3R - It 3 3N e’R & 3w Rwdt #F o g

* A primary example of a disorder presenting with ascending paralysis is Guillain-Barré
Syndrome (GBS).

* TG TEITHT HT T JHE 3eredvl JgaA-R g (GBS) B

Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS)
TEaa-R A (GBS)

* Guillain-Barré Syndrome is a rare autoimmune disorder where the body's immune
system mistakenly attacks the peripheral nervous system.

- TFAT-a TP U geter Fa-afarelt Ry Swd R & wfaver yomred, sroch & aftefrr
dfeT a7 W gHem T S B

* This can lead to symptoms ranging from mild weakness to severe paralysis.

- 3TY ol AN T T I GeTTETT dh & IeToT Afad & Tohd &

» The exact cause of GBS is not fully understood, but it often follows a bacterial or viral
infection.

* GBS &1 HEIh FRUTTY @& & AT 7¢I §, dfched Tg HTACN W Sfraroy a1 fwmop dsharor
% §TE I ¢

Symptoms of GBS
GBS & o&for

* Initial Symptoms: Tingling and weakness typically start in the legs and may spread to the
arms and face.

- IRFAF FaTor: FASTHT 3R FAARN HAAN WEEN T Y& el & 3R - graf 3k A
e el Tehall Bl

* Progression: Symptoms can escalate to muscle paralysis, affecting breathing and
swallowing muscles in severe cases.

- e creToT AT & vaTaTd 9 9 Tohd §, 3R IR ATl F Ig @i A 3R
AT 1 AR Fr gIfad T aFar g
» Additional Symptoms: Unsteady gait, pins and needles sensations, severe pain

(especially at night), and issues with coordination, digestion, bladder control, or blood
pressure.
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- sfaRera eeor: P a1, Y& A AT W, A & (AT &7 § T A), 3N FJel,
T, HARMT fAA=o7 a1 a9 & S5t qHAE|

Causes and Risk Factors

FROT 3N @A F&

* While the exact cause is unknown, GBS often develops after infections such as:

+ GBS T & FRUT IHAT &, dfeheT Tg 3R W Feafaf@a et & s e
giar &:

e Campylobacter jejuni: A bacterium causing diarrhea and vomiting.
« Campylobacter jejuni: Teh SaTo] St §Fa HR 3&& &I HROT FlaTl g

e Other Infections: Including cytomegalovirus, Epstein-Barr virus, and influenza
virus.

o 3T WHAUT WFCAMAGRIH, TCHEA-TR aIRIH, 3R FFe[UaT arR—IH AMTAT 8

Pathophysiology
AT gishar

* In GBS, the immune system attacks peripheral nerves, leading to inflammation and
demyelination (loss of the myelin sheath insulating nerve fibers).

- GBS #, wfawet yorreh, aiefir afsmat o gHer wich 8, fored gorer 3k Asfoer eftr &t
FHATA (ST ATART AT BT Sl AT §) BTl &

* This impairs nerve signal transmission, resulting in muscle weakness and paralysis.

- O dfeT gFal & FEor A arer I &, foEe Ay #F saed 3R gamara g 2

Treatment and Recovery

3TOR 3R Read

» There is no cure for GBS, but treatments can alleviate symptoms and expedite recovery.
- GBS #T H¢ AT gaTer Al §, Afhel 3TN &0l A FH T Toha § IR RFad A a=
HT TheTl g

* Immunotherapy: Plasmapheresis (removal of antibodies from the blood) or intravenous
immunoglobulin therapy can reduce the immune attack on the nervous system.

» SFEGINRY: CATGATR AT (W ¥ UTAETE g At 9t a1 serled sEgAeaigioe Rd
A dfT d9 I ITORET gHe T FA fhar ST HeveT &l
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» Supportive Care: Monitoring of vital functions and providing respiratory support if
necessary.

« HEREF SEWHTA: Ayl AT FAt i ARG 3R HE2THAT U5 W AW ot 7
T YeTel e |

* Recovery varies; some individuals recover fully, while others may experience long-term
nerve damage.

- Readl sreer-srerer g el ¥ 30 AfFd @ aE ¥ &F @ I §, 59 T Fea
AT aF dafer arfa g ddr g

« Early diagnosis and treatment are crucial for better outcomes.

- IRfAF e 3R @7 W 3TAR dga¥ aRomAT & foav Ageaqor &

Recent Updates

eI T 39se
* As of January 2025, there have been reports of GBS cases following certain infections.

« TG 2025 OF, TS WHAVI & 16 GBS F ARAAT ol RUIE AH 3718 &

» A six-year-old child was diagnosed with GBS after complaining of leg pain and
experiencing a fall.

U Bg qUIT T=aT, et & & fir Reag & 95 AR =37 31K 39 GBS &1 gar Il

» Such cases highlight the importance of prompt medical attention when symptoms arise.

- T AT &0 & SR caRa Rfhcar d@amer At sraegswar #r i g1
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Growth over inflation

The interest rate cut signals a shift
in the RBI's immediate priorities

F or the first time in nearly five years, the

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) pivoted on in-
terest rates, unanimously deciding to cut the
benchmark repo rate from 6.50% to 6.25%. This
move, while maintaining a neutral stance, marks
a significant departure from the previous bi-
monthly review, where the committee had opted
for the status quo with a 4:2 vote. At the time, the
MPC was contending with inflation at a 15-month
high of 6.2% in October and a sluggish second-
quarter GDP growth of 5.4%. Now, with inflation
moderating to 5.2% in December, still above the
RBI's 4% target, and growth projections for 2024-
25 slipping to a four-year low of 6.4%, the central
bank appears to be prioritising economic expan-
sion over inflation control. RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra, in his first policy review, highlighted
the challenges posed by global economic uncer-
tainties, including stalled disinflation, diminish-
ing prospects of rate cuts in the U.S., and a stron-
ger dollar pressuring emerging markets and their
currencies, including the rupee. These factors
have complicated policy trade-offs for India,
making the case for supporting growth even
stronger. The MPC justified its decision to look
past current inflationary concerns, citing expec-
tations that price pressures will ease further, with
inflation projected to average 4.2% in 2025-26
from 4.8% this year. This outlook hinges on as-
sumptions of a favourable food inflation trajecto-
ry, a normal monsoon, and a bumper harvest of
key vegetables such as tomato, onion, and pota-
to, which are, historically, major contributors to
price spikes. While inflation remains a concern,
the panel has signalled that weak economic
growth is more pressing, especially given the se-
cond-quarter slump and limited signs of recovery
since then. The RBI’s post-Budget policy stance
also suggests closer alignment with fiscal policy,
apparently heeding the government’s call for mo-
netary and fiscal measures to work in tandem
rather than at cross-purposes. Whether the Bud-
get’s stimulus measures, combined with the rate
cut, will revive consumption, attract private in-
vestment, and boost growth remains uncertain.
Interestingly, had the MPC met a week later, it
might have had additional justification for the
rate cut, given expectations that inflation in Janu-
ary could have cooled to around 4.5%. With a
new Governor at the helm and an upcoming ap-
pointment for the Deputy Governor overseeing
monetary policy, the RBI could consider adjust-
ing the MPC'’s review schedule to incorporate the
latest inflation data. A slight shift in the timing of
its bi-monthly meetings could make monetary
policy more responsive and data-driven, enhanc-
ing the committee’s ability to justify its stance
with real-time economic indicators.
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Growth over inflation

Aarrhifad W s 1 grafAswdn

For the first time in nearly five years, the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has decided to cut the benchmark repo
rate from 6.50% to 6.25%.

SIS ITT g A ggell aR, ARG Red a4 (RBI)
1 Alfgew Afa I@AT (MPC) F da#h @Y gT 6.50%
¥ g 6.25% FIA T haar Far Bl

e The move marks a significant shift from the previous bi-monthly
review, where the committee opted for the status quo with a 4:2
vote.

Ig wed o sfamfas water @ Agcaqol sgem@ w1 eeifc 8, Si9

afafa & 4:2 9l ¥ IR a0 @A o1 e Har 4|

. In October, inflation had reached a 15-month high of 6.2%, while
second-quarter GDP growth was sluggish at 5.4%.

IFgal A, HAEHITT 157G & 3o T 6.2% W A, ST g@dy
foamdr & St gefer 5.4% w gEa ot

o By December, inflation had moderated to 5.2%, still above the
RBI’'s 4% target, while growth projections for 2024-25 slipped to a
four-year low of 6.4%.

ey aF, R 5.2% aF FA & 78, S 319 T RBI F 4% T&7
¥ HfAF ¥, Stafeh 2024-25 F AT fFm & AT IR ast &

ATH T 6.4% aF AT arw)

. RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra, in his first policy review,
highlighted global economic uncertainties, including stalled
disinflation, diminishing prospects of U.S. rate cuts, and a
stronger dollar impacting emerging markets.

RBI @I G HAERHT, 3Ta1 gell siifaera g#tem #, df¥as nfds
FfafRaaansit 1 3R v, fSwe gedt garedfa, s & saer
e Feldr @ Femaanst 7 FA, 3R IRQ TR W A St F
T AT ¥

e The MPC justified its decision by citing expectations that
inflation will ease further, with projections of 4.2% in 2025-26 from
4.8% this year.

MPC & 3raar factr #1 3Rra sern, 78 wed gu o dpedifa 3k
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FH G B WHIGT ¢, 3R SHA AT 2025-26 H 4.2% aF s &7 8, Y 590 a¥

4.8% g

e The outlook depends on favorable food inflation trends, normal monsoons, and a
bumper harvest of key vegetables like tomato, onion, and potato, which historically
contribute to price spikes.

Y@ HHal H g YgAR W F A 8, S aRIRs & F Hraat & @l H
FROT T4 &

e The RBI’s post-Budget policy stance suggests closer alignment with fiscal policy,
aligning monetary and fiscal measures to work together.

RB| #r g9c & dic ' Afaera Bufa, taenr Afa F g 30« ae@a 1 g
& & S AigE it TeeT 3uat #Y vE WY FIH S 1 Al Heem|

o Ifthe MPC had met a week later, it might have had additional justification for the
rate cut, as January inflation was expected to cool to around 4.5%.

I MPC Y 35 T&F gFd a1g gldl, dl sarer & &eledt & fow 3fe Asag aF @Aw
T o1, FIfh STeTadl A AZERTT 4.5% TF F7 g0 1 37l oY

e With a new Governor and an upcoming Deputy Governor appointment, the RBI
may consider adjusting the MPC’s review schedule for more data-driven policy
decisions.

7T e AR I Bed et fr gfFa & @, Re) afasy F MPC i gt
et # qgard W faUR # Tl ¢, ored siftrs Ser-smaRa Aifer faokr fow sw
% |

ee

When trawl boats often encroach into
restricted areas, it increases the risk of turtle
entanglement and death.

SUPRAJA DHARINI

Founder, TREE Foundation

deaths emerged, the Tamil Nadu government
formed a task force headed by the Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests and Chief Wildlife War-
den, Rakesh Kumar Dogra. On January 27, the
task force decided to strengthen regulations on
trawl fishing, enforce the use of Turtle Excluder
Devices (TEDs), and restrict the horsepower of
boat engines.

TEDs are metal grids designed to allow turtles
to escape from trawl nets. But fisherfolk have ex-
pressed concerns that these devices could reduce
their catch. A fisherman working on a mechan-
ised boat in Kasimedu explains that with dwin-
dling resources in the ocean, even a small fall in
the catch can have a significant impact on his
profits. “There have been no efforts from the
Fisheries Department to introduce improved
TED models or compensate fishermen for the
months they are required to use them,” he says.

Kumar refutes this. He says TEDs do not result
in significant catch loss. He explains that larger
fish typically do not travel in schools and are not
often caught in trawl nets.

The government has also increased joint pa-
trols involving the Fisheries Department, Forest
Department, Indian Coast Guard, and Marine
Police. According to Dogra, long-term studies and
monitoring, including telemetry research, will al-
50 begin soon. Plans have also been put in place
to involve police authorities in monitoring and
addressing trawler violations.

Meanwhile, the Southern Bench of the Nation-
al Green Tribunal took suo motu notice of the is-
sue on January 18 and criticised the Tamil Nadu

r < government for failing to regulate trawlers and
Fisherfolk and people from the Tamil Nadu Forest Department bury a dead Olive Ridley turtle that was washed ashore. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM enforce the use of TEDs despite previous orders.
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A surge of dead sea
turtles in the sand

Hundreds of Olive Ridley sea turtle carcasses have been found since the first week of January in the Chennai

and Chengalpattu districts. Conservationists say the number of deaths is three times the usual number during
the mating season and have sounded alarm bells about bottom trawling, the widespread use of fishing gear, and

plastic pollution. Geetha Srimathi reports on the tragedy along the coastline

Chennai

Chengalpattu

IGS Paper lll: Environment |

n a sunny day in January, A. Prakash,

40, sits on a boat in Kovalam, off the

East Coast Road (ECR) in Chengalpat-

tu district of Tamil Nadu. He has just
returned from a fishing trip where he saw 10
Olive Ridley sea turtle carcasses floating in the
sea. “We (fisherfolk) have been seeing many such
carcasses every day since the beginning of the
vear,” he says, perturbed.

Prakash points to an elderly woman nearby,
who comes to pick up a basket of tiger prawns
from the boat, and says her son helps the Forest
Department bury the carcasses. Placing the bas-
ket deftly on her head, Rani, 65, says, “My son
just buried six and came home tired and hungry.”

In the Chennai and Chengalpattu districts, lo-
cated along the 1,076 kilometre-long coastline of
Tamil Nadu, many people recall seeing dead
Olive Ridley sea turtles washed ashore this year.
C. Gnanasekar, 44, a fisherman from Uthandi, off
ECR, spotted four of them in the first week of Ja-
nuary. Rajiv Rai, 69, from Injambakkam in Chen-
nai, says he has seen about 80 since the first week
of the year. Maria, a nature enthusiast, says she
saw 24 at Nemmeli Kuppam in Chengalpattu.

Olive Ridley turtles, which are found in warm-
er waters, such as the southern Atlantic, Pacific,
and Indian Oceans, haul themselves up on to In-
dia’s eastern shore every year by the tens of

thousands and lay eggs in an event known as arri-
bada (arrival by sea in Spanish). While Odisha is a
mass nesting site for Olive Ridley turtles in India,
thousands of these small wild animals also come
sporadically to nest between December and April
along the Tamil Nadu coastline, a lifeline for mil-
lions who depend on fishing for their livelihood.
The biodiverse and eco-sensitive Gulf of Mannar,
located off the districts of Thoothukudi and Rama-
nathapuram in the south, is an essential feeding
site for these turtles. The creatures then migrate to
Odisha, West Bengal, and beyond.

Along the 34-km-long coast from the Marina
Beach in Chennai to Kovalam in Chengalpattu,
seeing dead sea turtles on the shore during mat-
ing season is not unusual - every year, an average
of 350 dead turtles can be found, says Shravan
Krishnan, a volunteer with the Students Sea Tur-
tle Conservation Network (SSTCN). However, this
year, until January 31, conservationists had
counted 1,200 dead sea turtles, more than three
times the normal figure. The Tamil Nadu Forest
Department provided a more conservative esti-
mate (706 turtles until January 23). The depart-
ment has refused to provide numbers since then.

To make matters worse, the number of sea tur-
tle nests along the shores has been unusually low.
“Most turtles that were to nest have died. All the
dead female turtles we bury have eggs in their
bodies,” says Gnanasekar, who has been working
with the TREE Foundation, a marine conserva-
tion organisation, for two decades.

Guests from the sea
Olive Ridleys are the smallest of the seven sea tur-
tle species. They weigh up to 45 kilogrammes

ee

The turtles
are like the
daughters of
our village.
They come
back to their
home to
have
children.

R. SANKARI

Resident of
Nemmeli

and reach only about 2 feet in shell length. Their
name comes from their olive-coloured carapaces
(hard upper shells). Though their numbers have
remained stable in recent years, Olive Ridleys re-
main a key species in global conservation efforts
and are classified ‘vulnerable’ by the Internation-
al Union for Conservation of Nature Red List.

Sea turtles play a crucial role in the marine
ecosystem. By feeding on crustaceans that live
on the seabed, they help release the oxygen that
is trapped there. They maintain healthy seagrass
levels by nibbling on seagrass and algae. They
provide shelter for commercially important fish
species and control jellyfish populations that
could otherwise harm fish larvae.

In Tamil Nadu, conservationists and fisherfolk
refer to Olive Ridley turtles as “guests” and even
“god”. For fishermen such as A. Palayam, 62,
from Urur Kuppam in Besant Nagar in Chennai,
sea turtles have a cultural and spiritual signifi-
cance. “Our kutti amma (little mother) is impor-
tant for us,” he says. In addition to the creature’s
cultural significance, fisherfolk view sea turtles
as a symbol of a healthy ecosystem.

Every year, Olive Ridleys pore out of the sea,
crowd the shore, give birth, and then wait to be
swept into the sea again. Referring to this, R. San-
kari, 37, a resident of Nemmeli, says, “The turtles
are like the daughters of our village. They come
back to their home to have children.” Sankari
says she has been seeing an unusually high num-
ber of dead turtles this nesting season.

In Chennai, one of the few metropolitan cities
in India where these sea turtles come to nest, it is
not just fisherfolk who speak passionately about
turtles; conservationists and students sport T-
shirts urging people to save turtles and set off at
midnight during the nesting season to scour dark

sands for eggs.

Abhishaek, 24, a volunteer with SSTCN, and
his peers patrol two stretches of the coast bet-
ween the Cooum estuary and Neelankarai every
night in the nesting season. As they walk, they
search for tracks left by the turtles and follow
them. When they come across a distinctive clear-
ing, they use a ‘probe’, a long hollow rod, to
check for nests. If they find eggs, they carefully
collect them and measure the nest’s dimensions
to recreate the conditions in hatcheries, before
continuing their walk. “Working with a commun-
ity that cares so much about sea turtles has
shaped my interest in wildlife conservation. Sea
turtles are a huge part of my life,” he says.

Abhishaek, who has spent four years with
SSTCN, says the team hardly found nests in the
first three weeks of January. “Typically, we find
about 30 nests. But this year, we could find only
two,” he says.

Nets of destruction

By the end of January, conservationists and auth-
orities in Andhra Pradesh also began to notice
that the number of dead turtles was higher than
normal. C. Selvam, Conservator of Forests in the
Tirupati Circle of the Andhra Pradesh Forest De-
partment, says the problem is not confined to Ta-
mil Nadu. Supraja Dharini, founder of the TREE
Foundation who also works with the Andhra Pra-
desh Forest Department, says at least 2,032 tur-
tles had died until January 26 in the State.

Dharini says one of the primary threats to sea
turtles is bottom trawling and the widespread use
of fishing gear, such as gill nets. The Tamil Nadu
Marine Fishing Regulation Act, 1983, stipulates
that trawl boats should operate beyond 5 nautical
miles (approximately 9.26 km) from the shore.
This zone is reserved for artisanal fishermen us-
ing smaller boats. “However, despite regulations,
many commercial fishermen continue to violate
these rules,” Dharini says. “When trawl boats of-
ten encroach into restricted areas, it increases
the risk of turtle entanglement and death.”

R. Suresh Kumar, a wildlife biologist at the Wil-
dlife Institute of India, explains that turtles don’t
just visit nesting beaches but congregate in spec-
ific areas before nesting. “Destructive fishing
practices such as trawling and gill netting in these
aggregation zones could be a significant factor in
the rise in deaths,” he says.

Acknowledging the harmful effects of traw-
ling, K. Bharathi, president of the South Indian
Fishermen Welfare Association, says those who
violate the law should be penalised. However, the
government has failed to provide any viable alter-
natives to commercial fishing, he adds.

After news reports of the high number of turtle

Along the 34-kilometre-long coast from the Marina Beach in Chennai to Kovalam in Chengalpattu, seeing dead sea turtles on the shore
during mating season is not an unusual phenomenon, but the numbers this year have been unprecedented. 8. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

A Surge of Dead Sea Turtles in the Sand
W A FT GAN oA b a1

The surge in turtle deaths also coincided with
an unusually rough monsoon season. Fishermen
report that the seas have been particularly turbu-
lent as the north-east monsoon of 2024 persisted
well beyond its usual last date of December 31, as
per the India Metereological Department.

Palayam argues that it’s not fair to place the
blame solely on fishermen. He has been tracking
currents and wind patterns every day since 2018
and notes that this season has been unusual.
“During the onset of the Tamil Thai month, the
sea is typically calm. But that hasn’t been the
case this year. The olini (easterly) current could
push objects back to the shore, which could ex-
plain how dead carcasses from Andhra Pradesh
could be washing ashore in Chennai,” he says.

A collaborative effort

Kartik Shanker, an ecologist and author of From
Soup to Superstar: The Story of Sea Turtle Conser-
vation Along the Indian Coast, believes that many
of the regulations that are necessary to protect
turtles are already covered by fisheries laws; the
challenge lies in improving compliance with the
engagement of all stakeholders, especially tradi-
tional fishermen.

Shanker also points out that a specific focus on
turtle conservation can sometimes be counter-
productive, leading to conflicts between sectors.
“Sea turtle populations are increasing in many
parts of the world, including on the east coast,
but we need to make fishing regulations effective
for the integrity of coastal ecosystems because
bottom trawling is a destructive practice. Traw-
ling tends to tear up the seafloor, causing damage
to the entire habitat, not just turtles,” he says.

Kumar says protecting critical turtle habitats
can also benefit local fishermen. “When we se-
cure areas for turtles, it’s not just good for conser-
vation, but also supports the livelihoods of artisa-
nal fishermen, who do not go venture deep into
the sea,” he says.

This is not an easy task, he adds. “The Tamil
Nadu Forest Department must collaborate close-
ly with fishermen, while the Fisheries Depart-
ment needs to take a more serious approach to
understanding where and what type of fishing is
occurring,” he says.

The pressure on the marine industry is im-
mense, with demands for both local consump-
tion and exports. “We need to conduct tracking
studies specific to this coast. We can't just repli-
cate what works in other regions,” Kumar insists.

Selvam calls for a more unified approach that
includes identifying key mating and congregation
areas in the sea. This strategy should involve the
Fisheries Department and local communities
more closely, he says. However, the department
has limited resources and manpower, which
makes it difficult to enforce regulations effective-
ly. Monitoring such vast ocean areas is also a lo-
gistical challenge. “Collaboration between fisher-
men, conservation groups, and the use of
technological tools like apps to track turtle activ-
ity will be crucial,” he says.

Fishermen point out that in addition to traw-
lers, gill nets, and squid nets, the sea turtles face
significant threats from the plastic waste that
floods the ocean. “Why can’t the government
build a structure to prevent plastics from enter-
ing the sea,” asks Gnanasekar.

Palayam also raises concerns about the grow-
ing number of hard structures, such as groynes,
being built along Tamil Nadu's sandy beaches,
which damage the nesting habitats.

“Over the years, we have noticed that when
the turtles come to nest, they find the sand pol-
luted and return without nesting,” says
Abhishaek.

Saving the turtles is about safeguarding the fu-
ture of both the sea and the people who rely oniit.
Sankari says, “I remember my father offering
prayers if a sea turtle accidentally got caught in
his net. He wouldn’t go out to sea for a day. If the
turtles are in trouble, how will we survive?”

geetha.srimathi@thehindu.co.in
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Hundreds of Olive Ridley sea turtle carcasses have been found since
the first week of January in the Chennai and Chengalpattu districts.

F1adl & g HedE W, Aers AR Wreveg foralt 7 st sifoa Resar
TN FoAT F o A B

Conservationists say the number of deaths is three times the usual number during
the mating season and have raised concerns about bottom trawling, fishing gear,
and plastic pollution.

TRRTOTATEt T heell § foh THr F AlwA F I arer FHaAt f FEAT THET
e I 31 § 3R 3ogier afea gifeler, ATl gaser & e, 3R coTffes wqwor F°
oY f=Iar Sarg g

A. Prakash, a 40-year-old fisherman, reported seeing 10 dead turtles floating in the
sea during a fishing trip off the East Coast Road (ECR) in Chengalpattu district.

40 TfT AGAN T. THA A Ferauee ford & ¥ Fee AT (ECR) & UH ASell Tohsd
AT 10 {d FEIAT F TAx A R g @1

Injambakkam resident Rajiv Rai, 69, has spotted around 80 dead turtles since early
January, while Maria, a nature enthusiast, saw 24 turtles at Nemmeli Kuppam.
goraadd fardt 69 adfa Tefild T A Sreradt A YTITT ¥ IHT TF AITHT 80 HA
FG3T F AW, STl gpfa vl AR AFAel Fouaw & 24 Fgat 1 g

Olive Ridley turtles, which are found in warmer waters of the Atlantic, Pacific, and

Indian Oceans, migrate to India’s eastern shore every year in tens of thousands for
nesting.

ifaa Reat Fgu, St sredifes, gend 3R e Ae@PR & 3 9=l & 90 &1d 8, &
T R T FE&AT H ARG & qdf ¢ w313 A & faw e &

Odishais the primary mass nesting site, but thousands also nest sporadically
between December and April along the Tamil Nadu coastline.

33 A&7 gHfew aivd aae F1 T ¢, el goRl YT REaw § atta & AT
affearg & ac @ ot 33 & €

Gulf of Mannar, located off the Thoothukudi and Ramanathapuram districts, serves
as an essential feeding site for these turtles before they migrate further.

Te® G FAeall, ST gYFN AR e Rs Bel & o Buaq g, 590 sg3i & fov
TF HEcdqul Hoel T8, 561 & d 30T Jarg A &

From Marina Beach (Chennai) to Kovalam (Chengalpattu), about 350 dead turtles
are usually found every year. However, by January 31 this year, 1,200 dead turtles
had been recorded—more than three times the usual number.

Yeats & AN T @ ATAISE F FIFAH aF, AR W AT AT 350 F{A
$gU A §| grelifh, 30 T 31 FAall aF Ig FEAT 1,200 TF gT TE—0
AT FEdT § AT I HF T
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The Tamil Nadu Forest Department provided a more conservative estimate of 706
dead turtles by January 23, but has not released numbers since.

afftaeng o Remr 1 23 Sl a& 706 {A FgAt A RO &, v sk a1 F1g
3Tl SR 18T fahaT|

The number of turtle nests is unusually low, with many dead female turtles found
with eggs inside their bodies.

Fg3t & giFel 1 T&IAT IWATT T § F7 g, AR FT AT Fgait & WX F a3
qre T §

Guests from the Sea

e & 3T AGATT

Olive Ridley turtles are the smallest of the seven sea turtle species, weighing up to
45 kg and measuring about 2 feet in shell length.

Fifom Rz FPU AT FAA FEIM Fofadl F Fa@ BRI &, [SieTepT Totet aaremar
45 R 3R @iel Y 1S F9ser 2 Fre gdr B

They are named after their olive-colored carapace (hard upper shell) and are
classified as ‘Vulnerable’ by the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) Red List.

SeTehT SATH 3ofah Steeil WM & BT (FBR FIN Fad) F IsT 3N 3o¢ HARTSET THfar
TIETOT Y (IUCN) I3 foree & ‘WFearear & &9 & Jefiepel foham amam g
Sea turtles play a crucial role in the marine ecosystem by:
AR FPU Tt TR a7 F Fgcayet afe e § o9
o Feeding on crustaceans that live on the seabed, helping release trapped
oxygen.

FAN HaE W @A A weeaw (3fem Sl wenfaan) & @ sitede #
HFT A A oG A
o Maintaining healthy seagrass levels by nibbling on seagrass and algae.
AR g 3R AT WA FAD FEafadt F Fgfoa aqme @A
o Providing shelter for commercially important fish species and controlling
jellyfish populations.
TIOSTF TT @ FAecaqol AT yofadl & fAT 3w g #a § 3k
Sreliftrer &1 wE&ar & Aafa &= 8
In Tamil Nadu, conservationists and fisherfolk consider Olive Ridley turtles as
“guests” or even “god”.

afftearg &, EevE) ik Apan ifaT Rea wgat A “wfafd I “smrame & w9
# AT ¢

A. Palayam, a 62-year-old fisherman from Urur Kuppam (Chennai), says sea turtles
have cultural and spiritual significance, calling them ‘kutti amma’ (little mother).
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62 T AGIN T. ToIIH (I FOUA, AeT$) F Fgall ¢ 1 FHG FOIHT H AP fas
AR smemfeRs Aged § 3R I 5 A IFAT (DA A) Fed

R. Sankari, a resident of Nemmeli, says turtles are like daughters of the village—
they come back to their home to have children.

arAel T IR, @8 & e § 6 Fovaia f Rt fr aww §3 A W
(fFeTY) R =i #T SIed ¢of & oI dlied g

This nesting season, an unusually high number of dead turtles have been found,
raising serious concerns among conservationists.

39 aR °iFeT g F AN A IWEeT w9 § J8F Ja For g v, Sea
TReTuTaTfedt # gl F&iar g

Saving the Sea Turtles

THA FG3T Y =T

Nesting in Chennai

deels H e T1ET

In Chennai, one of the few metropolitan cities in India, where sea turtles come to
nest, not just fisherfolk, but also conservationists and students actively participate in
conservation efforts.

doeets, AR & FO FI-go AGIT AU H @ U §, 5767 T FTT IS A 31T €
Igl Tt AGAN &1 7161, e FRRTorardY 3R o1 3 5§ v & 7 ofd €
Volunteers set out at midnight during the nesting season, searching for turtle eggs
along the dark sands.

Hige g F JGH A, Taahas e Ta B fdeverd § 3R AN q&F wwgaHt F s
T emer FRd B

Abhishaek and SSTCN's Conservation Efforts
IfAYF 3T SSTCN &F TIETT TITH

Abhishaek (24), a volunteer with SSTCN, along with his peers, patrols two stretches of
the Chennai coast every night during the nesting season.

YT (24), ST SSTCN & TITATH §, 391 AMAAT & AT & U dooAs & &1 deg
ATl F 3T 9T &1

They use a probe (a long hollow rod) to check for nests and carefully collect eggs to
relocate them to hatcheries.

TN (Th & @Al ©3) HI 3TINET T OIHaT T Tgaled ald & R 3737 & g &
TAEAART T & fov Araureiiqdes gacsr ad gl
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He states that in the first three weeks of January, they found only 2 nests, whereas
they typically find around 30 nests during this period.

3 a0 ¢ fF FTadt & g AT gFal H, 30 hao 2 HiF A, Fafh 3R W 39
AT de 30 "iws Fera g

Nets of Destruction

fa=rer & STer

By the end of January, conservationists in Andhra Pradesh noticed a higher number
of dead turtles.

Gl F I b, HY GaU A TRETUMETCA A FA FHAT A wEAT X ey Q|

C. Selvam, Conservator of Forests in Tirupati Circle, and Supraja Dharini, founder of
the TREE Foundation, confirmed that 2,032 turtles had died in Andhra Pradesh by
January 26.

. Foaw, (faeafd @ha & oo EeTh) 3R guar aRofl, (TREE B3 &I HEATah)

= gfSe T o 26 STeradl 0o 2,032 FPTC R I U

The Tamil Nadu Marine Fishing Regulation Act, 1983 mandates that trawl boats
must operate beyond 5 nautical miles (9.26 km) from the shore, but many
commercial fishermen violate this rule.

affreeg 7 R WA wae, 1983 & e efd diew &I 5 Fegar #Hier (9.26 fe)
¥ 318 gt W FuTfed e & A g, dfched F§ sqrawids AGIM 58 s
Ioedds T 8

Government Response

TER A gfaferar

After reports of rising turtle deaths, the Tamil Nadu government formed a task force
led by Rakesh Kumar Dogra on January 27.

AT THR o THT FAR SRT T LT H 27 Al H Teh PG (S
BIRY) T TS THAT|

The task force decided to:
FEd A ¥ Aviy o
o Strengthen trawl fishing regulations.
oI AGA! s & @IA 1 T&d HI&T
o Enforce Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs) to prevent turtles from getting caught
in fishing nets.
T UFHFSY 313 (TEDs) 1 (e &ie, ord HBU Sl H o B |
o Restrict the horsepower of boat engines.

AT & Folel 1 gRIIEaR WfAT FIAT|
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Some fisherfolk argue that TEDs reduce their fish catch, affecting their profits.

O AGHR & FgaTl § 6 TEDs 39 AG Tzt A &77aT A FA T THh ¢,
&8 357 FATE 9T HWT 93T B

Environmental Factors & Challenges

The north-east monsoon of 2024 lasted longer than usual, leading to turbulent seas.
2024 T FTR-Al A AT 8 3f0F 7T aF 7o, aqq @qe 7 sreanfa &

K. Palayam, a researcher tracking currents and wind patterns since 2018, noted that
unusual currents may have caused dead turtles to wash ashore in Chennai.

F. TagH, 5 2018 A aRT3t 3R gaa Vst &7 3reTTA H W@ &, 7 9 T AT
AL URIE FT FOIHT F deatS & d€ W o FFhl 8

A Collaborative Effort

qHfeR T

Kartik Shanker, ecologist and author, states that fishing regulations should be
strengthened for the entire coastal ecosystem, not just for turtles.

Fifcdd A, (MRIEATTREE HR o@eh) 1 Fga ¢ & AceT gt wr AE w3t &
fow & =181, sfcs wqot adr RfEAfadr a7 & fov aed far ser =@rigel

R. Suresh Kumar of the Wildlife Institute of India suggests identifying critical turtle
habitats to benefit both turtles and local fishermen.

IR, T FAR, (AScsdl3h SEACIC 3T 3330 & Fowra A & Ageaqor Fgam
JTETHT T TEHleT S STl dTieT, s st 3R TuEi AgIRi g @ oy 8|

Selvam emphasizes the importance of tracking studies and the use of technology to
monitor turtle activity.

Yead o ¢fdher sreawer 3R awells & 3w 1 Hgs Hr afafafdt fr FeRer &
fore Ageaqol sdm|

Plastic pollution and coastal construction are also affecting turtle nesting sites.
CATRReH HGuT 3R Ty fAAtor off wgait & aidel Seilel T STTel o Jsridd Y
gl

Abhishaek notes that turtles sometimes return without nesting due to polluted sand.

s 7 9T F F$ IR Igla W@ F FRoTFPU R diwar sare de e

The Future of Sea Turtles & the Ocean

AT FP3T AR ATHNR F1 sfasT
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e Sankari, a fisherman’s daughter, recalls how her father offered prayers when a turtle
got caught in his net, believing that if turtles are in trouble, so are fishermen.

THY, ST Th APIR AT 9& §, Irg HIchr & 6 ST 3eteh AT & Sl H 1S FHgam
BE ST AT, o d GTAT FIT &, Fhifeh Sofehl ATl AT o 3R FPT @k & &, ar
7EIR off way # §

21 MPs write to Shah
seeking update on

Naga peace process
|

GS Paper lll: Naga Insurgency

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

A group of 21 parliamentar-
ians have written to Home
Minister Amit Shah seeking
a detailed update on the
Naga peace process in the
ongoing session of
Parliament.

The MPs said that since
2021 there is no full-time in-
terlocutor for Naga peace
talks and peace negotia-
tions, which are essential
for achieving lasting stabili-
ty, “shouldn’t be relegated
to bureaucratic manoeuvr-
ing devoid of democratic
oversight.”

“It is deeply perplexing
that despite the wides-
pread recognition of the
Naga peace process as a
crucial pillar of national se-
curity and stability, Parlia-
ment remains uninformed
about the status of negotia-

tions since the signing of
the Framework Agree-
ment. The persistent secre-
cy surrounding the agree-
ment and the perceived
impasse in subsequent ne-
gotiations raise serious
concerns,” the letter signed
by MPs from the Rajya Sab-
ha and Lok Sabha said.

Full-time interlocutor
“The absence of a dedicat-
ed full-time interlocutor
leads to an unsettling in-
consistency, with channels
of communication report-
edly disrupted and meet-
ings between the negotiat-
ing parties occurring
sporadically. Such a frag-
mented approach threa-
tens to erode nearly three
decades of painstaking pro-
gress, jeopardising the
trust and goodwill carefully
nurtured over the years,”
they said.

21 MPs write to Shah seeking
update on Naga peace process

21 HIHETl & eNg +Y AFm enifa yfFar
W I & & faw g forar

A group of 21 parliamentarians have
written to Home Minister Amit Shah,
seeking a detailed update on the Naga
peace process in the ongoing session of
Parliament.

21 WIWEl & U WHE o ¢ ;o AT
AE H 97 fAE@HT dWe & Alsgr a9 A
arn enifa ufvar w® fFqga rase anm g

e The MPs said that since 2021, there is no full-time
interlocutor for the Naga peace talks.

grgel & Fegr 6 2021 @ AR ifa aat & TS
qoisIfad AR 6 &
e They stressed that peace negotiations, essential for

lasting stability, "shouldn’t be relegated to bureaucratic
manoeuvring devoid of democratic oversight.”

3eglel 30 a1d W SR f&ar o vt faars faw
39T QNifa arar3it o Al uikRanst a A
gl =nfgu

e The MPs expressed concern that Parliament remains uninformed about the status of
negotiations since the signing of the Framework Agreement.

el o RIar g & bAad gASld W gEaeR & ¢ § q0e Y aanst i Rufy
F IR # FE TR T8 QT T
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They stated that the secrecy surrounding the agreement and the perceived impasse in
negotiations raise serious concerns.

3ogid el F 57 FEsia & Mushaar 3K araist & afader & o i Raw g

Full-time interlocutor

qUisIfae ararsrR

o The absence of a dedicated full-time interlocutor leads to an unsettling
inconsistency, with communication channels disrupted and sporadic
meetings between negotiating parties.

qotifa® ardareR At rqafeafa & sfPuRar scoe g1 @ ¢, Fifs dare &
ATEAH A § 3N At galt & i doF Afa@a e @ L

o Such a fragmented approach threatens to erode nearly three decades of
progress, jeopardising the trust and goodwill built over the years.

sﬂwwmgmmmmalﬁﬁwﬁaﬁaa%#m
TFar ¢, foad ast @ Fee v RAear AR wETEe T JHae g bl gl

Centre holds consultation
with States on setting up
biomanufacturing facilities

IGS Paper lll: Environment |

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Following the approval of
the Biotechnology for Eco-
nomy, Environment and
Employment (BioE3) poli-
cy by the Union Cabinet
last August, the Depart-
ment of Biotechnology or-
ganised a consultation
with States on Friday here
to setting up biomanufac-
turing facilities in their
regions.
Biomanufacturing ref-
ers to the industrial manu-
facture of a variety of pro-
ducts relating to high-value
bio-based chemicals, bio-
polymers and enzymes;
smart proteins and func-
tional foods; precision
biotherapeutics and cli-
mate resilient agriculture.
“Currently, several
States do not even have a
policy on biotechnology

The States made presentations
on their efforts at promoting
biotechnology industries.

manufacturing. For the
next, say Biocon, to
emerge we need close en-
gagement between States
and the Centre,” said Ra-
jesh Gokhale, Secretary,
Department of Biotechnol-
ogy.

“I am confident that in
the coming years, biotech-
nology will be an avenue of
massive investments and
profits, and (States) that

take early steps will have
an advantage,” Union
Science Minister Jitendra
Singh said at the conclave.

The road map to achiev-
ing this will involve esta-
blishing ‘State-centric
BioE3 cells’, formulating
State-centric BioE3 action
plans, constituting State-le-
vel steering committees,
appropriate working
groups and nodal officers
and setting up Bio-Al hubs,
foundries and manufactur-
ing hubs.

Several States made pre-
sentations on their efforts
at promoting biotechnolo-
gy industries. However,
they were largely unani-
mous that without signifi-
cant support from the
Centre, in terms of direc-
tion and fund, successfully
scaling up biotechnology
manufacturing would be
challenging.

Centre holds
consultation with States
on setting up
biomanufacturing
facilities

g o Aa-farTor giaemsit
T TUTYAT W TSAT &
a1y far-fawet

Following the approval of
the Biotechnology for
Economy, Environment and
Employment (BioE3) policy
by the Union Cabinet in
August, the Department of
Biotechnology organised a
consultation with States on
Friday regarding setting up
biomanufacturing facilities
in their regions.
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3Ed H T ARFHT g@rT s, vy it deeR F faw g
gleAfdr (BioE3) Aifar # Al e & arg, sia stefdr fRsmer a
YFHAR I ASAT F /T 3o+ &1 7 Sda-fanfor gRyemst v wager #
awy far-faaer fmam

e Biomanufacturing refers to the industrial manufacture of products related to bio-
based chemicals, biopolymers, enzymes, smart proteins, functional foods,
precision biotherapeutics, and climate-resilient agriculture.

Sa-fA#ATr F7 3727 § SAT-3maRT [WE, A9, TS, THE N, FEATCHF
ey verd, ¥dF dAa-RfFcar sk searg-adeh FR @ F6RaT seurer w1 s

Jcqrae |
e Several States lack policies on biotechnology manufacturing, and collaboration
between States and the Centre is essential for significant progress.

F§ Ul # Sg vig@f@r @Astor v At # wvma § 3R vt sk Fw ¥
AT FgcaquT WeIfd & v 3maeas gl

o Rajesh Gokhale, Secretary, Department of Biotechnology, stated that without
strong engagement, it would be difficult for another major company like Biocon to
emerge in the sector.

ST MEa, st digfr [Femer & afg, F wer & Aoqg @A & faer, 5w &y
# Biocon 3 ws 3ilv 9 FUH 7 3T FHfdeT grom|

e Union Science Minister Jitendra Singh expressed confidence that biotechnology will
become a major investment sector in the coming years, and early adopters will have
an advantage.

F e 7 Rdg R a e cgaa fFar & S defad sme arer avf &
U GHE fAder & a9l RS UST gge FEH IoTUA, 3¢ ey A
e The road map to achieving this goal includes:
39 JA8T N YIod Fa & fow NsAT & enfAer &
o [Establishing State-centric BioE3 cells
UST-Hgd BioE3 a4 i FUTI=T
o Formulating State-centric BioE3 action plans
TST-Higd BioE3 HI ST F=IT=lT
o Creating State-level steering committees and working groups
To-Fa{T HaTersl |iAfaal 3 F1F wagh &1 Toa
o Setting up Bio-Al hubs, foundries, and manufacturing hubs
Bio-Al &=, w138t 3ikx Rafa=tor Fgi i wamger
e Several States presented their efforts in promoting biotechnology industries, but

unanimously stated that without significant financial and policy support from the
Centre, scaling up biotechnology manufacturing would be challenging.
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Budget's focus on vegetables,

fruits and pulses is a positive I,

for inflation: RBI Governor

“When you go to an exam, what do you aspire for? Some aspire to just pass it, some excel. At the

RBL we like to be on top of everything’, Sanjay Malhotra remarked on inflation management

GS Paper lll: Economy |
Lalatendu Mishra

MUMBAI

eserve Bank of In-
Rdia Governor San-
jay Malhotra, in a

briefing after unveiling the
latest monetary policy,
said the rate-setting panel
unanimously felt this was
the time to support growth
with inflation worries eas-
ing a bit. Edited excerpts:

Growth versus inflation

The RBI Act has given us a
very clear mandate. Our
primary objective is infla-
tion, price stability, keep-
ing in view the growth ob-
jective. So we will
continuously focus on that
and try to meet these ob-
jectives. We will try to align
inflation with the target
that has been given to us,
and at the same time, sup-
porting growth at present
as the [MPC] resolution al-
so says we felt that the time
has come that we can be
more  supportive  of
growth, because inflation
is coming down and is ex-
pected to go down. Howev-
er, we will maintain a neu-
tral stance so that we are
able to proactively respond
to the evolving macroeco-
nomic situations.

On the Rupee slide

The latest rupee per dollar
rate was taken into account
while making all our pro-
jections. We also do va-
rious sensitivity analyses

A new stance

A few critical regulatory moves in RBI’s first
monetary policy under new Governor

SANJAYAMALHOTRA

while making our projec-
tions. The exchange rate is
a matter of demand and
supply. We should really
not be looking at day to day
kind of a volatility. It is
more the long term rate
that we should be looking
at, not only for the rupee,
but also for other asset
classes like the Sensex or
Nifty, or gold prices or oth-
er asset prices.

A depreciated rupee
certainly puts pressure on
inflation. But at the same
time, global uncertainties
are also a higher worry for
us. Even if the trade tariff
wars were not to play out,
just the uncertainty in it-
self is something which is
worrisome, and because
that has direct impact on
growth, on investment de-
cisions, on consumption
expenditure decisions

Indian banks
to have ‘bank.
in’ Internet
domain, NBFCs
“fin.in’

m Cross-border card deals to
carry Additional Factor of
Authentication facility

m Working group to review
trading and settlements
timings of RBI- regulated
financial markets

= Home loans linked to EBLR
(external benchmak lending
rate) to be cheaper now,
those linked to MCLR
(Marginal cost
of funds based
lending rate) to
see effectin
6 months

to curb

cyberfraud

The latest rupee per
dollar rate was taken
into account while
making all our
projections

which get deferred. So let's
keep in mind that the ap-
preciation of the dollar,
and the depreciation of the
rupee is actually linked to
this uncertainty. This un-
certainty being the under-
lying cause, is not good for
growth, and it's not good
for imported inflation. We
all need to be cognisant
about it.

On the Budget

The Budget is an excel-
lent one, both from the
growth and inflation per-
spectives. The fiscal deficit
has been curtailed at 4.4%

m Launch of
forward contracts in
Govt. securities mulled

of GDP, even below the in-
dicated glide path rate of
4.5% of GDP in 2025-26. Al-
S0, 46% of the Consumer
Price Index (CPI) basket
comprises of food. So I am
very pleased that agricul-
ture gets the prime focus.
It will also help us in con-
trolling inflation, especial-
ly with the programmes on
vegetables and fruits,
which contribute 6% and
2.9% to the CPI, respective-
ly. Pulses also played a ma-
jor role in recent inflation
bouts, and there is a mis-
sion for pulses’ output too.

On 7% growth hopes
These are difficult ques-
tions but nevertheless, I
would like to stick my neck
out and say ‘Certainly’. In-
dia can achieve a 7%-plus
growth rate. We should
certainly aspire for that.
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Budget’s focus on vegetables, fruits and pulses is a positive
for inflation: RBI Governor

qorc FT ieordl, Fal 3N el W e o1 Agehfa & fav
HPRIcHS: RGNS Gl

“When you go to an exam, what do you aspire for? Some aspire to
just pass it, some excel. At the RBI, we like to be on top of
everything,” Sanjay Malhotra remarked on inflation management.

"9 I e H ST §, A T F=41 ged 2 Fo A g ger awq
¢ 75 3Pse Ve FE A §1 ARIS A g R AT A i w
Tl 9He Y §," Word Aeghl A AERHY yaua W feoaolt w1 go
Sell

Growth versus inflation

e T Fgrehfa

e The RBI Act provides a clear mandate: the primary objective is inflation, price
stability, while also keeping in view growth objectives.

IS IAFATH vk Tase fAder veTer FAT & TAAS 32T arehifd, Jed
foar &, ary & Rem daa) 1 e & @ar s 3maedes g

e The RBI aims to align inflation with targets, while also supporting economic growth,
as inflation is declining and is expected to decrease further.

RIS FT 8T AGTEhIfer FT T8A F IHTRT G 8, TY & 3w o
FHS A §, Fih Ao ge W § 3R I R wH g fr sEE e

« RBI will maintain a neutral stance to proactively respond to macroeconomic
conditions.

IRAHTE TeTT T FAIC W dTih a9 i gRFEUfaA) &1 afva & § saw
fear ST |

On the Rupee slide
Y # fiRge W

e The latest rupee per dollar rate was considered in all projections, along with
sensitivity analyses.

AT T9F wfa STtor &T 1 el IreAmat A iR fhar I, @y & wdgeTeferar
faeawor off foram ara)
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e The exchange rate depends on demand and supply, so daily volatility should not be a
concern; the focus should be on long-term trends.

fafasa sy amr sk amqfet w0 @R e & safae e sifeRar W e @ &
aIieT; Qrewrfad ygfoal W eI Hiod HE 3aeTs gl

o Adepreciated rupee puts pressure on inflation, but global uncertainties are a bigger
concern, affecting growth, investments, and consumption.

FHAR TIIT HAERFHFT 9T a1 STelcl ¢, offehet dRgw srfafRaaand v agr f&iar g,
fawmw, frder 3t swser &1 yenfaa & €

e Dollar appreciation and rupee depreciation are linked to global uncertainties, which
negatively impact growth and imported inflation.

o) Y Forgeh 3R T i Frrae Rgw sfafaaanst @ o2 g8 & o e 3k
AT AR T genfad e B

On the Budget
dolc I

e The fiscal deficit is set at 4.4% of GDP, which is better than the projected 4.5% for
2025-26.

faeher arer S &1 4.4% T@r /=7 8, S 2025-26 F fAw rganfaa 4.5% & I B

e 46% of the Consumer Price Index (CPI) basket consists of food items, making
agriculture a key focus in the budget.

3qNTFAT Hed Gadiw (CPI) AT 46% Sl @IgT 9t & ot g, foad aore & ¥ &t
WARAFAT & 975 &

e Vegetables and fruits contribute 6% and 2.9% to CPI, and targeted programs in
these areas will help control inflation.

afearar 3R ® CPI A 6% 3 2.9% &7 AR S &, 3R =1 et & affia s+dwd
Aaehiia F fAafa & & Ace H

e Pulses, which played a key role in recent inflation spikes, have a dedicated mission
to increase production.

g d Aaehfa S1ad & Ageaqut ffAFr e areh arat & T 3cutee Jee &
faT v faerw e g« fohar amm g

On 7% growth hopes
7% A X $r 3FAlg W

e Achieving 7%+ growth is challenging, but definitely possible for India.
7% ¥ Hftw i RAew ax aod F gaAtdget 3, df e v & wa g
e India should aspire for a growth rate above 7%.

AR F 7% & JAVF T [FF T A 3nwieT @ TIgw]
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper IV and Essay)

1. The shifting sands of fandom: how toxicity has bled into
sports following / SRI@®T F Fgeret giaam: @ar 7 frw
e TAueFaar e a1 §

ﬁ o g

The sting sands of fandom: how

toxicity has bled into sports following

Increasingly, it is not enough to love a player unabashedly — that affection has to be made coarse with a hatred
directed at a teammate or rival of similar stature. When devotion morphs into an obsessive sense of ownership,

you can't praise someone without insulting another
GS Paper IV: Ethics
K.C. Vijaya Kumar

port’s acoustic heart often resides with-
in the claps that fans offer. The rhythmic
fusion of two palms, multiple throats
finding a common expression and the
collective surge of adrenaline inspire athletes to
check the elasticity of their limbs and the capac-
ity of their lungs, and help them chase miracles.
A shared ecstasy binds the sportsperson and
the adoring followers. On the flipside, despair
quadruples too when a loss is encountered or an
injury derails a sporting campaign. This symbio-
sis between the performer and the observers of-
ten gains a religious fervour and a hypnotic es-
sence. You sense it when a musician performs at
a packed venue or while a goal is scored in a foot-
ball game at a heaving stadium.

Feeding the ego
Fandom also feeds the athlete’s ego, enhances
confidence and, as cricketing folklore goes,
made W.G. Grace tell an umpire: “They came to
see me bat, not you umpire.” This reverence and
affection, seasoned with the frisson of first-love

In an
ecosystem
mired in
club
loyalties,
corporate
ownership
and the

evolution
of star-
athletes
as brands,

rare species

excitement, makes fans idolise players, com-
pare eras, and equally draw relief and joy from
the performance of their heroes.

This leaning of self-esteem upon the player’s
calibre is fine as long as performances follow an
upward graph, but when the pencil dips, a dark
sorrow squeezes inside. All fans are used to this
roller-coaster ride. It is never easy but it is one
thing they have made their peace with, at least
that was the case a few decades back.

Cut to the present, fandom often means tight
boxes, the kind that triggers claustrophobia and
spreads cynicism. It is not enough to love a
player unabashedly but that affection has to be
made coarse with a counter-hatred directed at
another sportsperson of similar stature, and it
could be a teammate or a rival.

Itis a situation in which to praise someone, it
becomes essential to run down another perso-
nality. Duopoly in movies, sport and the larger
arts is a reality. And duopolies catalyse intense
rivalries between fans split down the centre. A
genuine affection morphs into an obsessive
sense of ownership and, in the long run, breeds
toxicity.

In Indian cricket, the current joust is between
the loyalists of Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli.
One’s achievement is pitted against the other’s
failure. One’s fitness is pitted against the other’s
seeming lack of it. And a caustic one-liner like
‘make Yo-Yo tests mandatory for selection’ is
flung around in social media. Despite all the
woke-spirit rippling through X, formerly Twit-
ter, equally it is a space for mean barbs hurled by
fans masquerading under false names.

This fandom will keep an eye on all social-me-
dia handles, and the wife of the favoured athlete
becomes a ‘bhabi’. A needless emotional intima-
cy is sought, the right to trouble the celebrity
sportsperson for autographs and selfies is seem-
ingly garnered, and equally, his or her rival is
loathed.

Fans with fangs

Judgements are often aired without filters. The
concerned athlete may not even know such a
fandom exists but it does and often it bares
fangs. If a collective rage fuels a false sense of na-
tionalism while observing team-sport, an indivi-
dual kinship bordering on the obsessive is
sought to be the glue between the fan and his or
her favourite star.

The pitfalls of the second-mentioned attri-
bute has been dealt with in movies like ‘Fan’ in
Hindi and ‘Driving Licence’ in Malayalam. The
nationall fan like Sudhir Kumar Chaudhary,

For the individual blinded by his love
for a champion, everyone else in the
sporting realm is presumed to be a
parasite that has to be exterminated
through bruising words and memes

who blows a conch and daubs the tricolour all
over his torso besides proclaiming undying love
for Sachin Tendulkar, is harmless in the sense
that he adds colour and passion to the venue.
And his emotional graph won’t tilt towards the
malicious word or the violent act.

But for the individual blinded by his love for
that singular champion, everyone else in the
sporting realm is presumed to be a parasite that
has to be exterminated through bruising words
and memes. Itis a ghastly reality that has tainted
the community vibe of watching sport.

‘The innocence of the old days is just a fading
memory. An eye was kept on the John McEnroe-
Bjorn Borg rivalry, the volleys between Boris
Becker and Stefan Edberg, the race for opening
honours between Sunil Gavaskar and Geoffrey
Boycott, and the informal competition between
the four great all-rounders ~ Imran Khan, lan
Botham, Kapil Dev and Richard Hadlee. All this
did not cause acidity and the need to reach out
for Gelusil.

Even in the Roger Federer-Rafael Nadal era,
with its fandom split between aesthetic-preci-
sion and rugged-grace, the friendship the two
shared, and the awareness that they shaped
each other’s legacy, helped cool the tempers of
their followers. But these are exceptions. Even if
there are some abrasive turns, tennis does have
a spine of friendship, evident in the sisterhood
between Martina Navratilova and Chris Evert.

But present-day toxicity is real. Insults are
p d, insinuations are d and stran-
gely the failure of the rival is actively sought and
then gloated about. In all this gutter-level dis-
course, the primary reason we all played and fell
in love with sport is forgotten. It is also a subtext
that enhanced Tom Cruise’s 1996 flick ‘Jerry
Maguire'.

As atoddler kicking a ball or a child swinging a
plastic bat, we first experienced the dopamine
effect. It was all feel-good. At that time, applause
did not matter, nor did a fat bank balance.
“Dance like nobody’s watching, love like you
have never been hurt’ is an eternal pop-culture
saying. There is an innocence to this line that
ideally should have enveloped sport fandom too.

However, in an ecosystem mired in national-
ism, club loyalties, corporate ownership and the
evolution of star-athletes as brands by them-
selves, the gentle follower liking the thud of red
cherry on willow or the twang of a tennis rac-
quet’s strings whispering to a yellow ball is be-
coming a rare species. Titles won, earnings se-
cured are all that matter.

Manifesting the worst

Statistics and commerce are doing a tap-dance
while the poetry in a forehand cross-court, the
leap over a 110m hurdle and a cover drive is for-
gotten. The fallacy to presume that an athlete is
a superman or superwoman and to portray eve-
ryone else in the same zone as a villain is a terri-
ble manifestation of the worst of fandom.

At times, television channels, too, add to the
fire, especially when they play up the Indo-Pak
rivalry in cricket. The low-brow promotional
campaigns are steeped in jingoism and feed
those baying for blood on the turf. An emotional
investment in sport and the resultant catharsis
are two sides of the same coin, but to marinate
that in hatred and spew vitriol on social media
or in the comments sections of newspapers is
terrible.

It is a sordid reality that genuine lovers of
sport have to deal with even when the defining
image for most of us is Federer and Nadal break-
ing down in tears while the former embraced his
twilight.
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The shifting sands of fandom: how toxicity has bled into
sports following

YS! Y dgerdt gl @dt 7 frw ave Rweaar ber 18 7

Increasingly, it is not enough to love a player unabashedly — that affection has to
be made coarse with hatred directed at a teammate or rival of similar stature.
When devotion morphs into an obsessive sense of ownership, you can’t praise
someone without insulting another

-4, el AT @ IRTs IR FET § FIAY 7S I TAT § - 39 HGAT F
et wrelt a1 yfaggedt & wfe gom @ s far Srem @iyl S wador w@fded #
oot TG H agel SArar g, &t 3rq Bt Ay gerEr qE F I3vAW e e ad w7
Hqhd

The Heart of Sports: Fandom and the Athlete
ot #1 e $=a ik @A

e Sport’s acoustic heart often resides within the claps of fans. The rhythmic fusion of
two palms, multiple throats finding a common expression, and the collective surge of
adrenaline inspire athletes.

W &7 eafasd el 3/9E Yl & drell o 7 811 &1 & g2t &1 aredd, Fs
I Teh WA HHAFT @sfd 8, AR TgaATems 1 anffesh Jeftr enfsat
IRT T B

e Fans help athletes check the elasticity of their limbs and the capacity of their lungs,
and motivate them to chase miracles.

geraes f@enfsar & 30 gsf3al fr adiemas 3R $wst Y a7Aar T T F 7 A
A &, 3R 3o TAHNY Tgd FI FoT A & ToIw IRT IR 1

e A shared ecstasy binds the sportsperson and their followers.
Teh ST 3c8Te Wl & fBamd iR 3% reparf &1 shsar g1

o Despair also quadruples when a loss occurs or an injury derails a sporting campaign.

o9 BN Bl § AT FIg Ac Wl AW FF 9el § 3aR &dr &, a e o 9w 9w
96 ST Bl

e This symbiosis between the performer and the observers often gains a religious
fervour and a hypnotic essence.

el S aror 3T g2l & ST I Tgeiide 3FE Ueh aifdie siver iR uen
Rofesd IR wIcg T T gl

e You sense this when a musician performs at a packed venue or when a goal is
scored in a football game at a heaving stadium.
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39 3 9 HEHH N § 9 T WNGHR T X §U T W GG el ¢ a1 51
Tedia AT A TF A fFAr S § s gaifaa wRetww Al

Fandom and Its Influence on the Athlete

P IR sHeT o W g

Fandom feeds the athlete’s ego, enhances confidence, and boosts the athlete’s self-
perception.

thsH TS F HEFR A TeIaT g, HICHTIRATH &l Holgd Il 8, 3R et Hr
3TcH-4RUT I FiedTied HLT gl

As cricketing folklore goes, W.G. Grace once told an umpire: "They came to see me bat,
not you umpire.”

fohehe &I eNhehaT3TT & HTAR, W.G. I & T SR IR & Fgl AT T JI Teoalsl
¢@el AU 9, JFg 6T IRR|"

Fans idolize players, compare eras, and draw relief and joy from the performance of
their heroes.

weieeh @efsdl &1 qor X &, Lo T Jolell X §, 3 39 Ak & yedeT |
T8d 3R 3G 9red Hld &l

This leaning of self-esteem upon the player’s calibre is fine as long as performances
follow an upward graph.

QTS T &THAT I IHA-FATT FT FHIG b 8, STa deh Tedlel FUX i 3 aga
ATH T AT A B
When the graph dips, dark sorrow squeezes inside.

SIS A6 o FRdr 8, o 3R @ & #fiaw A1 S g

Fans are used to this roller-coaster ride, but they have made their peace with it.

THF 3T UeR-FIFET AT & [T 373IET 8l &, AfheT 3ogia 30 a1y Qnifay a1 oY
gl

The Toxic Side of Modern Fandom

amyfas hser &1 fder vt

Fandom now means tight boxes, triggering claustrophobia and spreading cynicism.
31T $hsH FT AdoT TP TFA g1 ¢, S FATEQIPIaAT F 3AST aa & 3R Rereawswar
el 2

It is not enough to love a player; affection must be coarse with counter-hatred for
another sportsperson.

T S § QR A AT 93T 60 §; &gl HOR Il 951 ¢ AN gl
@ & v fAd-awa g @R

Duopoly in movies, sport, and larger arts creates intense rivalries between fans.

fa=tan, @« 3R Far 7 gRvaiar wiwst & dw g afaeTeist @ Je7 & &
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Genuine affection morphs into an obsessive sense of ownership, leading to toxicity.

IEdTde TIg Ueh ThIAE TAIACT T HIGeT H JGol olldl ¢, Sil [auTeFddT I HIROT

JoIdr B
In Indian cricket, the rivalry is between the loyalists of Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli.
AR frde &, yfacoyt AT &1t 3R e Fgeh & gad=t & = 8

One’s achievement is pitted against the other’s failure, and their fitness is constantly
compared.

T FI AT T gEY T fAherar & [Word T@r S1dr §, 3 37 s sremar
eret 1 el B

A caustic one-liner like ‘make Yo-Yo tests mandatory for selection’ is thrown around
on social media.

FOR TH-ATSA oI¥ ‘Yo-Yo e¥e Td & fav yfaard &¥ gerer Aifsar w $hemar srar
gl

Fans on social media closely monitor all handles, and the wife of the favored athlete
becomes a ‘bhabi’.

arerer HfEFAT W gaaF T §56d W FI Aok W &, AR THcer TEemsr Fr Jeeir
‘omefl’ 97 ST §

A needless emotional intimacy is sought, and the right to trouble the celebrity athlete
for autographs and selfies is seemingly gained.

Teh HATGTAF HIGACHF "fersadr argl el &, 3R FEAERT 3R Tohl & fov gifgy
&S &l qed ¥ &l ATVFR HIAT T & gred A1 Srar g

Similarly, the athlete's rival is often loathed.

ST g, FAemSr &7 Ufdeddr 3R gom fhar S ¥

Fans with Fangs

AGIBCIG IR EALSE D

Judgements are often aired without filters, and the concerned athlete may not even
know such a fandom exists, but it does, and often it bares fangs.

vt R e fheex & cgaa fre s € 31 ST @omdr & g o A8 qar
g FohaT o AT e Higg ¢, dfhd I &, 3R 3R I% gid ferar g

If a collective rage fuels a false sense of nationalism while observing team-sport, an
individual kinship bordering on the obsessive is sought to be the glue between the fan
and their favourite star.

e Teh AEAfRS AT EIH Woll Y ST HHI ST ASEAAT hT AT I TGl g, ol
Uk <Tfard &l HE, SIT 913791 TS giar &, et 3 37 BT Rar & gt g
ATl T RIRAA FIT &

The pitfalls of obsessive fandom have been dealt with in movies like ‘Fan’ in Hindi and
‘Driving Licence’ in Malayalam.
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Sy A & @i 1 BE fhed e 3R Aaaraad fher ‘g amdw & Gamr
T Bl

The nationalistic fan like Sudhir Kumar Chaudhary, who blows a conch and daubs the
tricolour all over his torso besides proclaiming undying love for Sachin Tendulkar, is
harmless and adds colour and passion to the venue.

TERETE) JewF I8 G AR ey, St 9@ Fofid § 3R 30er iR o faam
A &, $HF Toar AT gt & T 3R 9 &1 Jediel Y 8, I griaried ald
g 3R e & w3k A ssd g

His emotional graph won't tilt towards the malicious word or the violent act.

3eTehT HTAATCHS AT el o1 GHTaToT ereq a1 W e T 3R & gehar|

But for the individual blinded by love for that singular champion, everyone else in the

sporting realm is presumed to be a parasite to be exterminated through bruising words
and memes.

mmwﬁéw%ﬁvﬁﬂﬁmwﬁrm%%@Hﬁgﬁmﬁm
el er gLl €, e FoR ereal 3 ##\ & ave fovar e anfew)

This is a ghastly reality that has tainted the community vibe of watching sport.

g T I aRafaddl & [orde Ul @ & HHfed aldrearvl &l GRGR &Y f&ar
gl

The Innocence of the Past

et i AR

The innocence of the old days is now just a fading memory.

W &t & AIATT 39 Ah v Yerel Ire T E IS &

An eye was kept on the John McEnroe-Bjorn Borg rivalry, the volleys between Boris
Becker and Stefan Edberg, the race for opening honours between Sunil Gavaskar

and Geoffrey Boycott, and the informal competition between the four great all-
rounders — Imran Khan, lan Botham, Kapil Dev and Richard Hadlee.

et AFTew-diaie a9F gfaeaef, AT 97 3R Ve wsaat & S arell, gl
a3 AW aigeie & d= 3ufEer gEAe $r glg, 3R OR A TeREsy -
SHUA ", 391 S19A, F &9 3R = Tz & i 3=ivaRes wfaeaat w eare

M1 SITdT AT|
All this did not cause acidity and the need to reach for Gelusil.

SoT Felol IFerar e g1 T 3R AR oI I 3TaTehell &1 TS|

The Roger Federer-Rafael Nadal Era
U BsWAde AT T

Even in the Roger Federer-Rafael Nadal era, with its fandom split between aesthetic-
precision and rugged-grace, the friendship between the two helped cool the tempers
of their followers.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Tgl A o Yo $W-IWbe dster o1 A, fores hsa digaicas-afier 3R FoR-3re
% oI ST g3 o, el & g B gRedt A 3o AT & Y A AT A A

Heg &I

e Evenif there are some abrasive turns, tennis still has a spine of friendship, evident in
the sisterhood between Martina Navratilova and Chris Evert.

Ife o FOR AT I g, ar o e Al #r g 8, it ardfan savfaaiar ik fra
TaE & T H ggd F TS g

The Real Toxicity of Modern Fandom

amyfas $ea Ar Irwel R

e Insults are presumed, insinuations are cultivated, and the failure of the rival is actively
sought and gloated about.

HYATT Al ST &, AR TAT 1 8, 3R wfdcgedr i fawerar afha &7 @ Al
ST & 3R uAs R Smar #)

o In all this gutter-level discourse, the primary reason we all played and fell in love with
sport is forgotten.

58 | MeT-TalT WA A, 5H W A Wel Well 3N 387 U a1, SHA1 7&T FROT
8l I &
e |tis also a subtext that enhanced Tom Cruise’s 1996 flick ‘Jerry Maguire’.

Ig o U 39UrS § e 2 o #1996 F e I Ay w1 wen|

The Evolution of Fandom
thsw &1 Rew
e As atoddler kicking a ball or a child swinging a plastic bat, we first experienced the
dopamine effect. It was all feel-good.
TH ad & T H 9 P hd ST I Th 990 g Tollieesd d9¢ § e Hia,
A T gl SIITATSeT IHIT T 3e7d fordT| 9§ &9 3rooT Agqy g3
e Atthattime, applause did not matter, nor did a fat bank balance.
39 AL, drell A 6 @l A, 7 & T Aler dF o

e "Dance like nobody’s watching, love like you have never been hurt" is an eternal pop-
culture saying.

qEHfa FUTEI

e Thereis aninnocence to this line that ideally should have enveloped sport fandom too.
3H dfFd & v AGATT & S e ® A @ HsA o O ol wifgw o

e However, in an ecosystem mired in nationalism, club loyalties, corporate ownership,

and the evolution of star-athletes as brands, the gentle follower enjoying the thud of red
cherry on willow or the twang of a tennis racquet’s strings is becoming a rare species.
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TYSEl & TS S H BT 37 &, I T Iegardy S Ahey I ATl Y A 3
1 A Yohe T TGt T AT HT 306 ol &, 3 Teh goleT TSl Flcl ST IgT
J

o Titles won, earnings secured are all that matter.

f@ame ia are, a3 wiea & Jae @a gl

Manifesting the Worst
T T T F gHe g

e Statistics and commerce are doing a tap-dance while the poetry in a forehand cross-
court, the leap over a 110m hurdle, and a cover drive is forgotten.

wifegdhr 3R e 7cr X @ ¢, STafF vk BRES HE-HIE, 110 HeX iy arem
FceT, R T wR 33a i Haar (T TS T
e The fallacy to presume that an athlete is a superman or superwoman and to portray

everyone else in the same zone as a villain is a terrible manifestation of the worst of
fandom.

g 9H o Ueh UYelc YA I GuRgAA ¢ 3 arehr @t &1 34 & A e & w9
A R e, B & FI@ QX &I F IR Te i &

e Attimes, television channels too, add to the fire, especially when they play up the
Indo-Pak rivalry in cricket.

Fafr-Faf, TNATar daew off 3mer & € srera §, @R J9 T fohche F ART-IIfREaT
&1 yfagagfaar 1 Jerar ¢d &

e The low-brow promotional campaigns are steeped in jingoism and feed those baying
for blood on the turf.

fAreT-Fal AR AffmEt A Sgad @ R ald & 3 S & A Wwa & fov
Rreata §, 3¢ I8 Aol I ¢
e An emotional investment in sport and the resultant catharsis are two sides of the

same coin, but to marinate that in hatred and spew vitriol on social media or in the
comments sections of newspapers is terrible.

gdl # HaeAS fAde 3R 30w aRonaeawy e o & e & o 96 §,
Afthed 3T ABIT A Zl WA AT A1 AR g&t 1 feeafordt 7 faw qawe e
FIHT gl

o ltis a sordid reality that genuine lovers of sport have to deal with, even when the

defining image for most of us is Federer and Nadal breaking down in tears while the
former embraced his twilight.

Ig Teh QUEIRYYT aRafawal ¢ [ Wol & aredide GTAAT &I Sieler 9T §, Tgl deh
f& ST& gAR 3R & fav gRen¥a ofd $sw 3R aser 1 g3t & gean g, safh
Jgol of 39eil ToarT $I 3R e el
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The Hindu Group launches filmmaker
Krishnaswamy’s book on his travels

[PCs |

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Acclaimed documentary
and television filmmaker S.
Krishnaswamy’s book,
Voyages Retraced: India’s
Influence in East Asia,
brought out by The Hindu
Group of Publications, was
launched here on Friday.

The book gives an in-
sight into ancient India’s
impact on south-east Asian
countries, and a phase in
history when Indian sailors
travelled to countries such
as Vietnam, Laos, Cambo-
dia, and Thailand.

It is a narrative of the
author’s travels between
2005 and 2010.

Nirmala Lakshman,
Chairperson, The Hindu
Group Publishing Private
Limited (THGPPL), and N.
Ram, Director, THGPPL,
launched the book. Author
and chairman of Krishnas-
wamy Associates, Krish-
naswamy, and research
collaborator Mohana Krish-
naswamy received a copy.

Tracing Mr. Krishnaswa-
my’s journey as a docu-
mentary filmmaker, Mr.
Ram said while his father
and director, K. Subrahma-
nyam, was an iconic figure

LRIV RTR S L

WELCON

THGPPL Chairperson Nirmala Lakshman and Director N. Ram
launching S. Krishnaswamy’s book in Chennai on Friday. With them
are Mr. Krishnaswamy, his daughter Latha Krishna, and the book’s
research collaborator Mohana Krishnaswamy. R. RAGU

in Tamil cinema, he em-
barked on a path with pur-
poseful message and
founded Krishnaswamy As-
sociates to make non-fic-
tion films. Besides his “po
werful film”, Indus Valley
to Indira Gandhi, he pro-
duced films on complex
problems of Sri Lanka and
Punjab, Mr. Ram said.

Earlier, Suresh Nam-
bath, Editor, The Hindu,
said it was a compelling
compilation on south-east
Asian countries with pho-
tographs by cinematogra-
pher Madhu Ambat.

Mr. Krishnaswamy re-
called his initial days when

journalistically indepen-
dent, non-fiction films did
not enjoy much market.

Recounting the challeng-
es in depicting the “real
history” of India, he spoke
on his four-hour film on the
subject, Indus Valley to In-
dira Gandhi, that ran into
controversy. Latha Krish-
na, his daughter and film-
maker, was present.

The book is priced at
%499 as a special launch off-
er till February 14, and is
available at

tions. thehmdu-
group.com/
bookstore.

The Hindu Group
launches filmmaker
Krishnaswamy’s book
on his travels

feq g @ fvew
[GEIGUE A i)
IET G AU Todh
&1 faAre far

Acclaimed Documentary and
Television Filmmaker S.
Krishnaswamy’s Book Launch

e fastar vw. Feoreard #it
e &1 Rt

. S. Krishnaswamy’s book,
Voyages Retraced: India’s
Influence in East Asia, brought
out by The Hindu Group of
Publications, was launched on
Friday.

TH. FeurEarE! #1 feam,
Voyages Retraced: $f3ar #r qdf

R # wame, o g Ry g

mqﬁ?&mmwﬁaﬁmw%awﬁwﬁﬁl

e The book gives an insight into ancient India’s impact on south-east Asian countries,
and a phase in history when Indian sailors travelled to countries such as Vietnam, Laos,
Cambodia, and Thailand.

Ig fhdTe Urdler 9RT & YHTd TR Th EfSeahivT Jalel el &, it afaror-qd viRrans e

o T, 3R UF 0T UaEle R o9 AR Aliae faad«Ts, J1ed, s, iR

gr$els ST ¢l F Imr A A
e |tis a narrative of the author’s travels between 2005 and 2010.

gg i@ FI IET FT TAGOT § S 2005 & 2010 & o & gl
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e Nirmala Lakshman, Chairperson, The Hindu Group Publishing Private Limited
(THGPPL), and N. Ram, Director, THGPPL, launched the book.

foetan waaor, JeweT, § R 9 wfeafdier wgde @fAds (THGPPL), iR N. 1=,
fAeers, THGPPL, o fhde T fa@=e |

e Author and chairman of Krishnaswamy Associates, Krishnaswamy, and research
collaborator Mohana Krishnaswamy received a copy.

g 3R FeorearHT THfiTew & reger, ForEamH, AR At T Agar FeorearH
o TR gfd gred H

e Tracing Mr. Krishnaswamy’s journey as a documentary filmmaker, Mr. Ram mentioned
his father and director, K. Subrahmanyam, was an iconic figure in Tamil cinema.

A FSUREGTH HT AT B U SFGAG hedr AT S T A A g M A A Fel
f& 3ot War 3R e, K. gagavgs, afde R d v msaifas afeagd 3

e He founded Krishnaswamy Associates to make non-fiction films.
3-giel FUrEATHT THIRATEH HT FATT T A1 J R-Freafas Reesd o T

o Besides his “powerful film”, Indus Valley to Indira Gandhi, he produced films on
complex problems of Sri Lanka and Punjab, Mr. Ram said.

31 " afFaerelt fvear, 5@ 39 T sfewr ameft & 3ramar, el sheret 3R derma
e AN W e Ta13, 4T T F &gl

o Earlier, Suresh Nambath, Editor, The Hindu, called it a compelling compilation on
south-east Asian countries with photographs by cinematographer Madhu Ambat.

UEd, YA HAY, Huee, & g, o 39 gAor-qd vfend et e Qs waerst e,
o ad AT AY e canT fav v & &

o Mr. Krishnaswamy recalled his initial days when journalistic independent, non-fiction
films did not enjoy much market.

A FOTEEE 7 U T el F AG AT ST THSIRAT FdT oA, 3R A-wreaEE
el SIET S 7 gy of)

e Recounting the challenges in depicting the “real history” of India, he spoke on his four-
hour film on the subject, Indus Valley to Indira Gandhi, that ran into controversy.

AR & "aafas sfagr & AT e &1 galfaat & gard §'U,5rs‘ioi 39T IR
g &1 Whed gsw deft g sfar ameft X a1 r, S RAaret 7 o o
o Latha Krishna, his daughter and filmmaker, was present.

AT FST, Sofehl 9ET IR hod HTar, sufewd o
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Nine submarines,
65 ships taking part
in TROPEX exercise

PCs

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Indian Navy’s biennial cap-
stone Theatre Level Opera-
tional Exercise (TROPEX)
is under way in the Indian
Ocean Region, in which
the combined fleet, com-
prising approximately 65
Indian Navy ships, nine
submarines, and over 80
aircraft, are being “put
through complex maritime
operational scenarios to
validate and refine the Na-
vy’s Concept of
Operations”.

This is conducted bien-
nially with participation by
all operational units of the
Navy along with participa-
tion of Army, Air Force,
and Coast Guard assets.

“TROPEX-25 is aimed at
validating Indian Navy’s
core warfighting skills, and
ensuring a synchronised,
integrated response to pre-
serve and protect national
maritime security interests
in a contested maritime en-
vironment against conven-
tional, asymmetric as well
as hybrid threats,” the Na-
vy said in a statement.

Nine submarines, 65 ships
taking part in TROPEX
exercise

eNEw e A oAt gersfear,
65 TeTer fovar & W@ 8

Indian Navy’s Biennial Capstone Theatre
Level Operational Exercise (TROPEX)

AR e fr gRafF Fares Rve
TR FETT 38 (TROPEX)

e Indian Navy’s biennial capstone Theatre
Level Operational Exercise (TROPEX) is
under way in the Indian Ocean Region,
involving the combined fleet, comprising
approximately 65 Indian Navy ships, nine
submarines, and over 80 aircraft.

AR AT &1 gfaarides Rver Fav waresT
I (TROPEX) HRAIT #AGIRPR &9 # Il
T &, o ad §gerd 37 A B, orad SerereT
65 R AN & Srgrer, ait gergfeaat, 31 80
¥ 3% fawe anfae €1

e The exercise aims to validate and refine the Navy’s Concept of Operations through
complex maritime operational scenarios.

SH AT &I 3647 SAfee AT Harerer IReAT & ATCTH § AT & HareraT

IAURON T AT AR IRSFT HL=T gl
e This exercise is conducted biennially, with participation by all operational units of the
Navy along with the participation of Army, Air Force, and Coast Guard assets.

I 3T gfaarfe &9 & 3mAfod fhar ST €, foae Ataer @ gl daree

SISl & ATY-ATY AT, A [elT, 3N dTe@TH I 1 WOfodl 1 o Fgenfarar gian g

e TROPEX-25 is aimed at validating Indian Navy’s core warfighting skills, and
ensuring a synchronised, integrated response to preserve and protect national
maritime security interests in a contested maritime environment against
conventional, asymmetric, and hybrid threats.

TROPEX-25 [ 3622 AR ANl & HET JGUPRIA hl AT Ired HLeT 3R
Riswargss, vhigd wfafhar gARad war & amfe IsT Y geam fal & @ &
ST Fh, St veh Rarfea wegdt araraor # aRafs, srqfad, ik el aat s Wow
&l
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e The Navy emphasized these objectives in a statement.

AT o 3ol 3ECRAT Y Teh ST H JHGA & el

Ajay Reddy.

Ajay Reddy,
ex-captain of
visually
challenged
cricket team,
retires

!PCS |

HYDERABAD

Arjuna Awardee and form-
er Indian cricket captain
(visually challenged), Ajay
Reddy, announced his re-
tirement from the sport.

Ajay played 101 interna-
tionals including T20s in a
career spanning 15 years
and led India to a ODI
World Cup win, two T20
World Cup victories and an
Asia Cup title.

He was born in Gurazala
in Andhra Pradesh and lost
his left eye in a freak acci-
dent when he was just four.
His parents were farmers.

Ajay Reddy, ex-captain of visually challenged cricket
team, retires

Ticaritd e & & qd Foan T T3 @ 9
o fo=r

Arjuna Awardee and Former Indian Cricket Captain Ajay Reddy Announces
Retirement

39 [EER 9ar ik smer fFde &9 & qF Feae 39T TR F 39
gy #Y aor $

o Ajay Reddy, an Arjuna Awardee and former Indian cricket captain (visually
challenged), announced his retirement from the sport.

31T 1E3N, Ueh ol [EHR RASar 3R qd sl frde sear (2Sedien), 8 @or
39 Hedrd I =IO F|

o Ajay played 101 internationals, including T20s, in a career spanning 15 years
and led India to an ODI World Cup win, two T20 World Cup victories, and an
Asia Cup title.

3STT o 101 FAWRTSET HT Wel, THGH T20 A g, 39eY 15 @Il & SRR 7 3R
$RA T ODI fed &9 Sfiid, & T20 faRg 9 =y, 3R vfder w7 @aw e

e He was born in Gurazala in Andhra Pradesh and lost his left eye in a freak
accident when he was just four.

g8 HY YU & IRSATN & e F 3R F9 98 ol IR 0 & I, AT Toh 36l
gieaT # 3egiel 39e a1§ i@ @ &
e His parents were farmers.

357k ATAT-T9dr fordTeT |
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ing singles win, as Tamil
Nadu jolted defending

[hamplon Karnataka 2-0

DEHRADUN

Manish Sureshkumar
found the Parade Ground
court and the ball a little
too fast in the men’s team
final of the 38th National
Games tennis competition
here on Friday evening.
And the 25-year-old was
playing Karnataka’s strong
Prajwal Dev, an opponent
he had lost to every time in
the last few years and the
second seed here in the
men’s singles.

But Manish pulled off an
impressive three-set victo-
ry, to follow up Abhinav
Sanjiv’s hard-fought open-

and lifted the men’s title af-
ter a 10-year break. Earlier,
Maharashtra stunned two-
time champion Gujarat 2-0
to take the women’s title.
Prajwal had played a big
role in Karnataka’s triumph
over Tamil Nadu at the last
Games in Goa. And the Kar-
nataka star looked danger-
ous as he made a nice co-
meback and grabbed the
second set. But Manish
broke his opponent in the
sixth game of the third set
to take a crucial 4-2 lead.
“Physically I was strug-
gling a bit but when I got
that break of his serve in
the third set, I got the confi-
dence that I can close the

Trlumphant The TN men’s and Maharashtra women’s teams after thelr wins. RITU RAJ KONWAR

match,” said Manish.
“Normally, he likes to
dictate a lot, this time I
wanted to stay a little more
aggressive. I was a bit pas-
sive at the start, but I real-
ised that if I kept doing it I
was not going to win the
match. So I stepped up and
attacked a bit more.”
Meanwhile, Vaishnavi
Adkar shocked National
champion Vaidehee
Chaudhari in Maharash-
tra’s memorable win. Guja-
rat, which was looking for a
hat-trick of National Games
women’s team titles after
winning at home in 2022
and in Goa in 2023, was in
for a shock when Zeel Desai
lost to Maharashtra’s Akan-
sha Nitture in the opening
singles. And Vaishnavi,

TN men, Maharashtra women jolt
defending champs for tennis titles

who came in next, had nev-
er won against Vaidehee
the five times they had
played each other before.

“But going into the
match, I wasn’t thinking
about the past matches...I
just went and played my
game, I didn’t hold back,”
said Vaishnavi who domi-
nated the match, frequent-
ly forcing her opponent in-
to errors.

The results (team event,
finals): Men: Tamil Nadu bt
Karnataka 2-0 (S. Abhinav
Sanjeev bt Rishi Reddy 3-6, 7-6
(6), 6-4; Manish Sureshkumar bt
Prajwal Dev 7-5, 4-6, 6-3).
Women: Maharashtra bt Gujarat
2-0 (Akanksha Nitture bt Zeel
Desai 6-3, 3-6, 6-3; Vaishnavi
Adkar bt Vaidehee Chaudhari 6-3,
6-3).

TN men, Maharashtra women jolt defending champs for

tennis titles

dffeeg v AR #grsg Afger 9 faw @ae & AT T«

AfgeT Y AT
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Manish Sureshkumar's Victory in Men's Team Final of 38th National Games Tennis

38d U Wl F faw Ry A B A FAY PWAFAR A AT

e Manish Sureshkumar found the Parade Ground court and the ball a little too fast in
the men’s team final of the 38th National Games tennis competition on Friday
evening.

FAY PRAFAR A W W35 F1E 3R afer 1 387 TAT Wt & faw wfaiforar & qow
A BrETl A AR ATH Y AT T I

o The 25-year-old was playing Karnataka’s strong Prajwal Dev, an opponent he had
lost to every time in the last few years and the second seed here in the men’s singles.

25 |Tl F FAY FaAleH & AoGd Todel ad & el el T &, ST Teh AT
fdededr o1, S 37l Uod $o avf & & IR gRa & FHaT fhar 3R S ggi
Y frew A @y s 3|

e But Manish pulled off an impressive three-set victory, to follow up Abhinav Sanjiv’s

hard-fought opening singles win, as Tamil Nadu jolted defending champion
Karnataka 2-0 and lifted the men’s title after a 10-year break.

JIfrT 7Y & te wamaemel it A A AT afa 1, 3 ffaa w@siig i FieaT
N & are affiaarg F Wiers AR Fareast F 2-0 ¥ AT 3R 10 Wl F 16 T
&are Sirani

o Earlier, Maharashtra stunned two-time champion Gujarat 2-0 to take the women’s
title.

S UEH, AFRTSE A & TR A IRIT IoRma F 2-0 F & 3R Afer e Shan

e Prajwal had played a big role in Karnataka'’s triumph over Tamil Nadu at the last Games
in Goa.

Yoad o TS «+3Ndl Well H deticel &I ARG W Sl H HAgeaqol {fHeT s
oAt

e The Karnataka star looked dangerous as he made a nice comeback and grabbed the
second set.

Fetteat & AR 3resT ardr i 3R gET 4 SHda T Gd|

e But Manish broke his opponent in the sixth game of the third set to take a crucial 4-2

lead.
et 7w oF A AT F 58 AW 3US yfdededr B 3w A 3N Ageaqof 4-2 i
o TS |

o “Physically | was struggling a bit but when | got that break of his serve in the third set, |
got the confidence that | can close the match,” said Manish.

QMmN &7 F & AT Ju¥ T W@ AT dfhed o Hay NAY d¢ & 38 gfag s
m,mﬁémﬁawmﬁ;ﬁﬂamwmg”mﬁwl

o “Normally, he likes to dictate a lot, this time | wanted to stay a little more aggressive. |
was a bit passive at the start, but | realised that if | kept doing it | was not going to win
the match. So | stepped up and attacked a bit more.”
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“THAAR w,agagammgckad FAT TG FAT g, 39 ) & AT 3™+ 3mhHS
gl ATEcT AT| LR3TT H H A1 ATShar o1, Afther 73t wedrd g3 & 39R Ao o
frar ar & F9 A8 Shasr arem a1 safav #F Fea Ferr 3R AT 3™ 3mHATT
forar)”

o Meanwhile, Vaishnavi Adkar shocked National champion Vaidehee Chaudhari in
Maharashtra’s memorable win.

$H o, dsurd) 3 A TSAT AR @ gt FF Agrse A FigIR Sfa A Al
fe=m

e Gujarat, which was looking for a hat-trick of National Games women’s team titles
after winning at home in 2022 and in Goa in 2023, was in for a shock when Zeel Desai
lost to Maharashtra’s Akansha Nitture in the opening singles.

I, ST 2022 F et €1 3R 2023 # Mar F Sl & a1¢ Uy @t F Afger A=
f@are &1 8 T8 WM AT, FT A9 UH SICHT P S ST SUTE o HAGRISE T JTRI&TT
faq & eaeh [@ored & R AT o

e And Vaishnavi, who came in next, had never won against Vaidehee the five times they
had played each other before.

3R dsordt, ST 30T AS R WIS, A T I degr o [&erw et off Sha g gf@e
o, 519 @ Th-g@ & f@eTh Wel U

e “But going into the match, | wasn’t thinking about the past matches...| just went and
played my game, | didn’t hold back,” said Vaishnavi, who dominated the match,
frequently forcing her opponent into errors.

“AfrT AT F I T g, H Nod A & T F & a9 B 0.F 97 718 3ik
YT W T, A NS AT gerAT,” IS0 oF hgl, [Segied T & ededr g, 3R
IR-9R 39 Sfdgdedl @l dafadr e W Ay famar|
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Drought over: The triumphant Kerala team members. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Kerala regains football

gold after 28 years

[PCS

Stan Rayan
DEHRADUN

Kerala defeated host Utta-
rakhand by a lone goal and
won the National Games
men’s football title after 28
years at Haldwani on Fri-
day.

S. Gokul scored the
match-winner in the 53rd
minute. Kerala last won the
gold in 1997. It finished
runner-up in 2022 and
took the bronze at the last
Games in Goa in 2023.

Kerala was down to 10
men in the 75th minute af-
ter M. Safwan was red-
carded.

Manish Wins Men’s Individual Gold in Archery

Meanwhile, in archery’s
Indian round competition,
Manish defeated his Uttar
Pradesh teammate Sub-
ham 6-2 for the men’s indi-
vidual gold medal while
Manipur’s Laiphrakpam
Rojina Devi won the wo-
men’s title.

Athletics from today
Asian champion sprint
hurdler Jyothi Yarraji,
Asian Games 800m silver
medallist Mohammed Af-
sal, Asiad triple jump
bronze medallist Praveen
Chithravel and quartermil-
er Vithya Ramraj are some
of the stars who will be in

Goain 2023.

action in the athletics com-
petition which begins on
Saturday.

The results: Archery (Indian
round): Men, individual, gold:
Manish (UP) bt Subham (UP) 6-4.
Bronze: Chingakham Nelson
Singh (Man).

Women, individual, gold:
Laiphrakpam Rojina Devi (Man)
bt Chandni Sahu (Cht) 6-2.
Bronze: Tutumoni Boro (Asm) 6-2.
Mixed team, gold: Maharashtra
bt Jharkhand 6-2. Bronze:
Assam.

Men’s team, gold: Haryana bt
Uttar Pradesh 5-3. Bronze:
Maharashtra.

Women’s team, gold: Haryana
bt Manipur 5-3. Bronze:
Chhattisgarh.

Kerala regains football gold
after 28 years
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Kerala Defeats Uttarakhand to Win
National Games Men’s Football Title
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. Kerala defeated host Uttarakhand
by a lone goal and won the National
Games men’s football title after 28 years
at Haldwani on Friday.
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o S. Gokul scored the match-winner in
the 53rd minute.
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. Kerala last won the gold in 1997.
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. Kerala finished runner-up in 2022

and took the bronze at the last Games in
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Kerala was down to 10 men in the 75th minute after M. Safwan was red-carded.
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Meanwhile, in archery’s Indian round competition, Manish defeated his Uttar
Pradesh teammate Subham 6-2 for the men’s individual gold medal.
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e Manipur’s Laiphrakpam Rojina Devi won the women'’s title.
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Athletics Stars to Feature in Upcoming Competition
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o Athletics will begin from today, with Asian champion sprint hurdler Jyothi Yarraji,
Asian Games 800m silver medallist Mohammed Afsal, Asiad triple jump bronze
medallist Praveen Chithravel, and quartermiler Vithya Ramraj among the stars who
will be in action in the athletics competition, which begins on Saturday.
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