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play Women ‘

under the stars

For centuries, men in Maharashtra’s Sindhudurg rc«non%] pa rthern Goa
have been playing women characters in Dashavatar pecforiiances! thattdl Storiesw .
of Indian mythology. Purnima Sah talks o them totinderstand the'complexities of
their identities on and off stage, and their challenges in their roles and in society
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arap village of Kudal taluka in Sindhu-

durg district, Maharashtra, is bustling.

It’s the evening, and the lanes are alive

with Marathi devotional songs and
stalls selling toys and vada-pav, shakkarpara and
khaja. The village temple and its surroundings
are lit up with twinkling lights. The fragrance of
night jasmine and incense is in the air.

At10.30 p.m., the Dashavatar artistes gather at
Samir Tendolkar’s house for dinner. Samir is the
owner of the Tendolkar Paramparik Dashavatar
Natya Mandal, a theatre company that has been
conducting shows on stories of Indian mythology
for the past 40 years. After eating chicken, rice,
and sliced onion for dinner, the artistes head to
the temple, a kilometre or so away. There, in the
green room, behind the curtains of the concrete
stage, they get ready for the show that will begin
at midnight.

Artistes pray to a petara, a box where the
props used in the show, including the Ganesha
mask, are stored. Ganesha is the god of auspi-
cious beginnings. Then, they sit in a row next to
each other with a mirror placed over their iron
trunks that hold costumes, hair, and make-up. In-
candescent light bulbs hang over the boxes. A
few children from the village squeeze themselves
onto a cloth mat and watch two of the men trans-
form into female characters.

Omprakash Chavan, 56, from Amdos village, is
playing Rani Sukhanti, a character in her 20s, ina
play from the Shiva Purana, a text considered
sacred by the Hindus. Ganpat Ankush Manjare-
kar, 52, from Mochemad village is playing Lad-
kya, the wife of a drunk farmer. She’s a comic in
the play, who later saves the queen’s life.

Dashavatar is a form of theatre that relies on
improvisation around a mythological narrative,
and practitioners claim it has a history of at least
800 years in Maharashtra’s Sindhudurg district
and northern Goa. Ever since it began, men have
been playing women’s roles. The men are usually
farmers or small business owners or daily wage
labourers for some part of the year.

Gender blender
Every year, the Dashavatar season begins after
the paddy harvest, towards the end of the Nava-
ratri fast in October and continues until May of
the following year.

The plays are based on a clutch of stories of
the 10 incarnations of the Hindu god Vishnu: Mat-
sya (the fish), Kurma (the tortoise), Varaha (the
boar), Narasimha (the lion-man), Vamana (the
dwart), Rama from the Ramayana, Parashurama
(Rama with an axe), Krishna (or his brother Bala-
rama) from the Mahabharata, Buddha, and Kalki
(an avatar yet to come).

The temple authorities from villages offer con-
tracts to Dashavatar theatre companies to per-
form during the annual fair, called jatra. The
companies sign up Dashavatar artistes through a
verbal contract that they will be touring and per-
forming with them for the season.

In Sindhudurg, there are around 400 Dashava-
tar artistes, of which about 25 experienced men
play women characters. Prashant Tendolkar, 48,
who has been playing only male characters for
two decades, says, “For a society that has placed
men and women in two brackets with a certain
identity, we have a long way to go before peaple
see artistes as just artistes.”

He recalls instances when men who play wo-
men have difficulty finding a woman to marry.
“People question their gender identity which is
hard to deal with. Most want to play male charac-
ters as they are seen as strong, powerful, and
dominating.” Prashant has a motorcycle seat cov-
er shop in Tendoli village in Kudal taluka.

Dinesh Gore is an 1th generation practitioner,
who claims his family started the Dashavatar in
Sindhudurg. His house has what he claims is an
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acceptance have been low.

A woman on stage

who only plays
male roles

Eight brothers split into different locations
and formed Dashavatar companies. Gore, who
tuns Balkrishna Gore Dashavatar Natya Mandal,
claims, “Those days Dashavatar was only per-

clean temples) began performing to keep the tra-
dition alive.” Two years ago, Gore formed a wo-
men’s Dashavatar group, but participation and

The night grows deeper in Zarap. Omprakash,
who says he has performed in over 8,000 rendi-
tions across 40 years, cleans his face with water,
puts on moisturiser, then layers it with founda-
Dashavatarartiste | tjon, lipstick on his cheeks for blush, and powd-
ers the whole look into place. He carefully wears
eyeliner, kajal, mascara, and shapes his eye-
brows using a kajal pencil. He combs his shoul-
der-length black curly hair into place.

“When I performed the Dashavatar at Mum-
bai’s ].]. Hospital 25 years ago, the organisers had
hired professional make-up artistes. That is
when I realised how make-up is done. Earlier, I
would use powdered colours mixed with water
to paint my face,” Omprakash says, adding that
the same colour is used to paint clay idols. “Many
still use it.” He was 10 when he first watched Wah-
to he durvanchi judi, a Marathi stage play, at a
high school in his village. He dreamt of training
as a professional actor, but the closest he could
get was Dashavatar, because it required no
trained acting. All it needed was knowledge of
Hindu mythology and a sense of improvisation.

At 14, when his father passed away, his mother
took up daily wage labour jobs and sculpted clay
idols. Omprakash would draw science projects
for his classmates to earn in stationery, to keep
his schooling going. “I managed to study till class
10. At 19, I performed at the Dashavatar near our
village. I had two reasons to join: one to fill my
stomach and another, to act,” he says.

Until about 30 years ago, artistes would pack a
few cloths in a bedsheet and travel with theatre
companies for six months, sleep in temples and
move to the next location on foot. Omprakash’s
first performance was of Vatsala, the daughter of
Balaram. The Walavalkar Dashavatar company,
which is over 100 years old, liked his work and
offered him a two-year contract.

Later, he joined Naik Mochemadkar Dashava-
tar company and performed with them for 29

years. Omprakash says he has played a 20-year-

old woman, a pregnant woman, a young bride, a
queen, Draupadi and many more. He modulates
his voice, pitching it higher, making movements
that are fluid, to mimic a woman’s voice.

Once he wears a blouse, Omprakash covers his
chest with a piece of cloth to finish hair and jewel-
lery, before draping the sari. “I grew up around
my mother and have watched Pranali (his wife).
By society’s definition, men are supposed to be
hot tempered, strong. But women have layers of
emotions that they use when required. I was very
nervous when I performed first as I was aware
how society perceives a man dressing as a wo-
man,” he says, as he slips on green glass bangles
that represent fortune and fertility in a happy
married life.

He has been married 32 years now, and Pranali
is an ASHA (Accredited Social Health Activists)
worker. They have two sons and a daughter.
From being childhood friends to falling in love,
Pranali has seen her husband’s journey. “I have
always loved watching him get dressed and per-

form. I tell people

my husband is
QQ more  beautiful
than I am,” she

By society’s definition, says at their home
men are supposedtobe  before he sets out

. for the
hot-tempered, strong. o ce.
But women have layers Pranali has her
of emotions that they own challenges.
use when required She is often bullied

for loving a man
who takes on wo-
men’s characters.
“My parents were
against our marriage. Most women don't find a
man who is sensitive and calm,” she says. Ompra-
kash sells homemade spices, sculpts clay idols
and makes soft drinks under the brand name PO,
the first letters of both their names, and a word
that means ‘drink’ in Hindi.

“There are two theories about why only men
perform in Dashavatar: one is based on the tale of
Lord Vishnu assuming the form of a beautiful Mo-
hini, a female avatar to outsmart the demons.
The other is that menstruation restricts women
from participating in any religious events,” says
Omprakash, as he gets up to drape nauvari (nine-
yard) sari. It is almost time for the performance.

OMPRAKASH CHAVAN
Dashavatar performer who
plays women's roles

The stars shine bright
As the night gets darker and the stars get clearer
in the open sky, residents of Zarap and nearby vil-
lages gather at the temple ground. They sit on
plastic sheets and wrap themselves in shawls to
watch the show.

This Dashavatar revolves around Dambhasur,
a demon king, who wants to kill Raja Sukant, his

son-in-law. Shiva, the Hindu god of destruction,
had promised Dambhasur that no one would be
able to kill him except his son-in-law. So, the de-
mon would kill every daughter born to him and
his wife. However, his daughter, Rani Sukhanti,
was rescued and she married Sukant. Each play
has all the nine rasas, including anger, humour,
and sorrow. There is music with a harmonium, a
pakhawaj (a percussion instrument), and sym-
bols. Musicians sit in a corner of the stage.

The bench on the stage changes its role de-
pending on the requirement of the character and
what they must do. At one point it is Mount Kai-
lash, where Shiva resides; at another, it is the
edge of a well that Rani Sukhanti climbs onto, to
jump into the make-believe water. Ladkya, the
comic, climbs up to rescue her and they both fall
off the bench, behind the curtain that separates
the green room and the stage.

The audience is so impressed by the perfor-
mance that they offer cash (bakshish) ranging
from %50 to ¥2,000. People walk up to hand over
money to an actor, who stops for a second, col-
lects it, and carries on.

The three-hourlong show runs without a
break, and while the story line and movements
are plotted, several aspects of it remain im-
promptu. Most actors get paid between 3200 and
¥500, while senior artistes like Omprakash get
¥1,000 per show. Samir, the troupe head, distri-
butes the bakshish after the show.

“People love Omprakash’s performance and
the mention of his name brings a good crowd,”
says Samir, who admits that there isn’t enough
money in the business to make it a full-time pro-
fession. “For one show we get around ¥8,000 to
10,000 from the temple authorities. I distribute
some among the artistes and the rest is used for
expenses. A company does at least 200 shows
each season,” says Samir, who is a mechanic and
OWns a garage.

The future

Ravi Bibhishan Chavare, Director of Maharash-
tra's Cultural Affairs Department, says that for
the last 15 years, the State government has been
organising Dashavatar festivals at different loca-
tions in the Konkan region. This year’s festival is
across January and February.

In March, at the Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat, a
Central government programme aimed at foster-
ing cultural exchanges, Dashavatar will be per-
formed in Odisha. “Maharashtra has over 350 art
forms and we can only select five for the league,”
Chavare says.

“There are more than 70 troupes who perform
Dashavatar. Our aim is to preserve and promote
the art form by organising such festivals that are
completely funded by the government,” he says.
He adds that the government offers an honorari-
um of ¥60,000 per troupe along with lodging and
travel expenses. “The State government also
gives ¥5,000 monthly to artistes above 50.”

Omprakash has never been a part of a govern-
ment initiative. In fact, he worries that the art
form may be dying. It began when television
came to the village, about 30 years ago, he re-
counts. “Today there are several distractions. It is
not the fault of the audience if they lose interest
in Dashavatar. It is up to us to keep them coming
back to our performances,” says Omprakash,
who refuses to join social media to promote
Dashavatar. “Only those looking for validation
need such tools.”

In Omprakash and Pranali’s home, set in the
middle of open land, the walls are covered with
photographs of performances. There are deities
and awards next to each other on a table. In one
of the wooden cupboards with a glass front are a
few props. One is a baby wrapped in a cloth.
“When I play the role of a mother, I carry this doll
with me,” Omprakash says.
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Zarap village of Sindhudurg district in Maharashtra
#ERISe & A forer &1 ST e

Zarap village in Kudal taluka, Sindhudurg district, Maharashtra, is
bustling with activity in the evening.

HeRTse & RAYge ST & Fo1o dTeHT FT SRIT 7T AH FI goad F
T TEell §

The lanes are filled with Marathi devotional songs, and stalls sell toys, vada-pav,
shakkarpara, and khaja.

afeat & A afFa Ma era § 3N gFE W R, asr-ura, aEEaRT 3K @ren
e 81

The village temple and its surroundings are decorated with lights, and the air is
filled with the fragrance of night jasmine and incense.

AT FT #HET AR 3TF W i g Ve T T g §, 3 gar & qawe 3ix
qq $1 gag herel

Dashavatar Performance
EATTdR Y&eNeT

At 10.30 p.m., the Dashavatar artistes gather at Samir Tendolkar’s house for
dinner.

T 10.30 FoF, FAFAR FABR HHR dEdd & 0 U9 & @ & AT goeer g
gl

Samir Tendolkar owns the Tendolkar Paramparik Dashavatar Natya Mandal, a
theatre group that has been performing Indian mythology-based plays for 40 years.

AR dEIaR & 9 dElae] URIRE GATaR A1cd #sd g, oif oe 40 a5t &
AR qRifor Fensit v menRe Aed TEIT FIET I W@ R

After dinner, artistes head to the temple, a kilometre away, where they prepare for
their performance, scheduled at midnight.

g F 916, FarpR AT At 3R I §, S v e g B et dua 1299 F
yedi & e durd s §

They pray to a petara, a box that contains props used in the show, including the
Ganesha mask.

J"9eRT (T afFd) H GO FA 8, [ad ygeter A 3uAhr fFe S are 9, S
Jorer A@ter, W@ oA §
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o Afew village children watch as two men transform into female characters in the
green room behind the stage.

F6 MT & T3 AT & NS AT w7 A q@d ¢ 7 A W FapR ARer Bhert &
Tead &
Key Dashavatar Characters and Actors

guaar ¥ yq@ fREr sk sfdaar

e Omprakash Chavan (56) from Amdos village plays Rani Sukhanti, a young queen
from a play based on the Shiva Purana.

ITHE T F 56 JHT FNATHIRT TSI Telt Faifa 1 e @sma § s Rra qrror

W IR =lleeh H 97 g
e Ganpat Ankush Manjarekar (52) from Mochemad village plays Ladkya, a comic
female character who later saves the queen's life.

ARAS T F 52 T J0TIT IHFA AR d5FIT F fhieR @ed 8, s e g
¢ 3R arg & Tl Fr T q=TT P

Dashavatar: A Tradition of Over 800 Years
geMadR: 800 | Y=l TIoRT

o Dashavatar is a theatre form that revolves around mythological stories and
improvisation.

EUTTAR TS AT AT ¥ § S vRiforew Farfaat ik darcwrfos dael w smaRa
g B

e It has been performed for at least 800 years in Maharashtra’s Sindhudurg district
and northern Goa.

Ig AigNTSe & fygdh e ikt 3w aar F F7 § F7 800 awt ¥ R o w@r B

¢ Men have traditionally played female roles, as they are usually farmers, small
business owners, or daily wage laborers.

WRETT T & 9e9 & Afger fFer e § w0t 3 smrd «— fram, sie
STy I e Ay A &

Dashavatar Season and Stories
geadR &1 AlEH 3R Fa10

o Dashavatar season starts after the paddy harvest, towards the end of the Navaratri
fast in October, and continues until May.

SUATTAR FT WoTeT 4T Y FTE & qME X BT 8, AAU 339G F IHd (IFER) H,
IR AS T gadr gl
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e The plays are based on the 10 incarnations of Lord Vishnu: Matsya (fish), Kurma
(tortoise), Varaha (boar), Narasimha (lion-man), Vamana (dwarf), Rama,
Parashurama, Krishna (or Balarama), Buddha, and Kalki (yet to come).

¥y ofrce HeraTT Rsop & 10 I@aRi W MR g §: AT (Fod), T (F3M), e
(W3W), RAF (Rig-ToW), aerar (Sla), T, TR, F7 (A1 To1H), T 31 wlew
(S 3rsf argafa a7t go )|

Temple Contracts and Artistes' Commitments
AR regaer AR FewRT Fr gidagyar

e Temple authorities offer contracts to Dashavatar theatre companies for
performances during the annual fair (jatra).

AR UG FAFAR AT ASAl A aTi¥s Aok (I # v&dla & v eqae & &)
e The companies verbally sign up artistes, who commit to touring and performing for
the entire season.

AT Az Af@F T & FAFRI F Az §, AR Ao 7 amn 3R vgdw FTR F
e yfdeqy 8 &

Challenges Faced by Dashavatar Artistes

GATTAR. FATHRI Y FoAlfadr

e Sindhudurg has around 400 Dashavatar artistes, out of which about 25 experienced
men play female roles.

fegat & wererr 400 GUTAAR FeATHR §, [SeTa & eamsrar 25 reperdt qow Afg
fer fsma &

e Prashant Tendolkar (48), who has played only male characters for two decades,
says society struggles to see artistes beyond gender roles.

48 gty werid dsteas, N A wal § Fad gew 9 e @ € wea § B weer
FATHERI FT 37T AT TgET A AT 3@ # 3r{AYT T

e Some men who play female characters face difficulties in finding a woman to marry,
as people question their gender identity.

FO O FAHPRI B A T H FHISAZAT FT AT FIAT G351 ¢, FiTeh AT 3eTehr
foeT ggaret W Hara 31

Dashavatar’s Historical Roots
SAMadR &T VABTAF T

e Dinesh Gore, an 11th-generation practitioner, claims that his family started
Dashavatar in Sindhudurg.
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1141 it & FarpR e A FT gET § F 3AF WRaR F RWygeh # gemaar

YOI $1 ot

e His house has an 800-year-old Ganesha mask (mukhavata), which was used by his
ancestors.

3ok TX H 800 HIel X1 VNN FAWIET (F@aen) TN §37 ¢, [ 3ok qaat o 3T
ferar |

o His forefathers were inspired by Karnataka’s Yakshagana performances and felt the
need to promote mythological stories in Maharashtra.

374 o1 FAlCH & JaWIT Areh § voTaa & 3R Agrrse & dRiforF wumsi i
FOTET &t Y TaRTFAT AgHH H|

e Originally, only Brahmins performed Dashavatar, but after the founders’ deaths, the
Devli community (considered lower caste) continued the tradition.

YTAT A GATTAR Fael FEHCN GaRT FHAT SATAT AT, AfeheT TEATRT AT 7Y & e,
aaelt woper (o AR i 9o FW@ arem WHST 1T A1) F FH WRT F T
|

e Two years ago, Gore started a women’s Dashavatar group, but participation and
acceptance have been low.

ar §Ter ggel, A A AR F qAraar g 4 B, A amefierd 3k whwrar
qgd FA T

A Woman on Stage #T YT TH HAfgell

e The night grows deeper in Zarap. Omprakash, who says he has performed in over 8,000
renditions across 40 years, cleans his face with water, puts on moisturizer, then layers
it with foundation, lipstick on his cheeks for blush, and powders the whole look into
place.

o U IEY BT AT & AR H| A, S Fgad & 6 3=gieT 40 aut 7 8,000 &
Ffw yegfaai & § 3109 AgY & Ul ¥ A6 A §, AT oend g,
B33, AMell W foraffes @ soer 3 @ FF A ¢ e & fv qr3st oend B

e He carefully wears eyeliner, kajal, mascara, and shapes his eyebrows using a kajal
pencil. He combs his shoulder-length black curly hair into place.

o TE HEUEYJS MSATFA, FloTd, AFHRT o9 ¢ T 9=l #iigh A oo 4ol &
R ¢ 81 98 39 Fq dF @9 FId GeRra el 1 IRk ¢
e 25years ago, while performing Dashavatar at Mumbai’s J.J. Hospital, he saw

professional makeup artists and learned proper techniques. Earlier, he used powdered
colors mixed with water to paint his face.

« 25T 9N, SIF 3ogiel Has & J.J. givded H SMAaR &1 el fohar, ar =i
QAR AH3T 3MeETeH P ¢@T 3R 3T deheiier G| Ugel, I8 379 dgX I WA
F fOT qrEsT W #r 9 F R 39T g I
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e At age 10, he first watched Wahto he durvanchi judi, a Marathi stage play, which
inspired him to become an actor.

o 109% Y 37 H I Ygell IR J73T & GYaTl eI AHG FAS A @, foder 3¢
HATFATT oot & forw AT TR

o At age 14, after his father passed away, his mother worked as a daily wage laborer and
sculpted clay idols. Omprakash drew science projects for classmates in exchange for
stationery.

o l4a¥ & 37 H, 3% [T & AUA & a1, 39601 Al &fF AT FXeT ool
3R BredY #r Afeta sarch oOf| 3AYRR 7 39e wguifsat & fow
IR T 5T fhar 3R scor F TAFT gred

o At 19, he performed Dashavatar for the first time near his village. His two motivations
were to earn alivelihood and to act.

o 19 9WTel Y 37 A, 3@l 31U I & UTH Ugell I 2MAdR T JeiaT ham|
3o 3 3662 & USIR UTeed Tt 3R AfAaT 3|

e 30 years ago, actors traveled with theatre companies for six months, sleeping in
temples and walking between locations.

o 30 | Ugd, HellhR B HAelel cdeh AICT HSToldl & AT IJET X &, A A
i ¥ 3R Yo T dgerd Al

e Hisfirst role was Vatsala, the daughter of Balaram. The Walavalkar Dashavatar
company, which is over 100 years old, signed him for two years.

o 3oThT Ugdl iR acTell, ToRIH T 94 27| IaddhY AT HAZell, 51 100 9§
¥ 7% Qe g, A g aY aut F AT sngeiaa foar|

o Later, he joined Naik Mochemadkar Dashavatar company and performed for 29
years.

o dIg H, 38 ATSH ARASHT GATTAR HSol S5 T 3R 29 auf d& v
TR

e He has played roles like a 20-year-old woman, a pregnant woman, a young bride, a
gueen, Draupadi, and more. He modulates his voice to mimic a woman.

o 3egiet 20 q¥fTr AfgeT, wetad #Afgen, saay, W, glady 3k 3= sfa=T e
g1 98 YT AT Y IHJRfed P § ifeh ARG T TR &afel T Tehl
o Green bangles, which symbolize fortune and fertility, are worn for the performance.
o &l gf¥al, S abmew sk woree sHar F gliE €, gade & gRIe ager S
gl
e His wife, Pranali, is an ASHA worker. They have two sons and a daughter.
o 3eTehl Ucall, JUTTel, Tk 3T HIAFATE| 3o ar a2 3R v A )

e Pranali faced bullying for marrying a man who performs as a woman. Her parents
opposed the marriage.

o YOSl &I Ueh WO cafed & e el & Torw gfear seflt o, St #Afgerm & &9
H gediaT HXar g1 31 A-Rar 39 Rae F @ )
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e Omprakash and Pranali run a homemade spices and soft drinks business, named
PO, after their initials.

o 3NAYHRI AR yorel e FE IR wive B w1 sgawT Tod g, Srgen
AT PO 3% 1T & Ugel &R W @I IR g

The Future sfasy

The Maharashtra government organizes Dashavatar festivals to promote the art form.

o WERTSE WIFR GATTAR HEIcHA! T TATSleT Il & dlih 3T el I derdm
fear S Tl

e In March, Dashavatar will be performed at Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat in Odisha.
o AN H, c2AMTAR FT YT T AR A AR b & fEem & Far s

e The government provides ¥60,000 per troupe, along with lodging and travel
expenses.

o TR 9fd Hzel 60,000 T &, I12 &) Wt 3T I F1 @ ot 2 81

e Artists above 50 receive a ¥5,000 monthly stipend from the state.

o 50T¥ ¥ IHUF 37 F FAFERI A THR GIRT 5,000 ATFAF ATRY &7 ST
gl

e Omprakash has never been part of a government program and worries about the
decline of the art form.

o 3Nyrer F3N N Rt TFE Ao w1 T AE W IR 3% 39 For F
frae i [iar 2

Yakshagana
JETMTeT

Yakshagana is a traditional folk theatre form that combines dance, music, dialogue, and
elaborate costumes. It is primarily performed in Karnataka and parts of northern Kerala, with
roots tracing back to ancient Sanskrit theatre.

YETM Ueh YRUNE olieh WA § S e, @, ware 3R Rega aiumst &1 d3iee a3 gl
g AET ¥ 4§ Foilesn AR 398 I & Fo e # har sar § d4R sqedr o5 arehe
TEhd THT ¥ S E

Historical Background:

The origins of Yakshagana can be traced to the 16th century, with influences from

Vaishnavism, Shaivism, and Jainism. The term "Yakshagana" literally means ‘songs of the
celestial beings’.

JeTIMeT T 3t 16dT amﬁgémm%,mﬁm,maﬁzﬁwaﬁwqm
QT ST &1 "IeTeTeT &7 eNfeger 37 § 'qadisit & M|
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e Themes:
Performances are often based on epics like the Ramayana, Mahabharata, and Puranas.
Stories are presented in a dramatized form, often including moral lessons.

ede AR O IEATIOT, AFIRA 3R qRI0N S HgTepledl 9T MR 8Id &1 Fgliardr
ATChT T H T fhar e g, a3 sifcies ars enfie g 2

e Components:
o Himmela: The musical team comprising the singer, percussionists, and background
score.

feFaem: saa amaes, Areraiesd R geSHA Halld & ATfA Bl &

o Mummela: The actors who perform on stage with elaborate costumes and makeup.
HFAAT 30H HY W A& aRuE 3R A3 & TTY e i arel AT
A g &l

e Language and Style:
Yakshagana is performed in Kannada and Tulu, with dialogues and songs in a free-verse style
accompanied by drums like Chende and Maddale.

TETANe T Gediel dhoals 3R Jof A3 & ghar &, fowd Farg 3R ofid faa og AN & g
¢ 3R 3ue 92 3R AgES o A Fov S ¥
e Significance:
o Cultural Preservation: Yakshagana preserves traditional art forms, folklore, and moral
lessons for modern generations.

HIEFTaF HIETT: FETMT IRURS Fell Fl, shrararait 3 Afde gret 1 3myfas
qifeat & forw @fEd Har gl

o Tourism: It is a major tourist attraction, especially during temple festivals in Karnataka.
qdea: Ig fadY §T @ Fefled & AT Iewal & SRl @ qdiesh HRYoT |

o Data and Facts:
o Yakshagana’s most prominent style is the ‘Badagutittu’ style, popular in Udupi and
Dakshina Kannada districts.

el 1 Fed v AT gsfag & S 33 AR AT Fewrs oAt A T §
o Over 100 Yakshagana troupes perform across Karnataka every year.

g HToT Shellceh H 100 ¥ 3 Ta9mer Asfordr ygdia T gl

e Environmental Impact and Challenges:
o Traditional Yakshagana is performed outdoors under oil lamps, but urbanization has
shifted it to indoor theatres, losing its natural charm.

IR T&TIMeT hT TeTeT del & dIgehl ahY MY A 918 fham Srar 2T, Afsha rgdiesor
& HRUT 38 AR AT A FUEAIART AT A1 711 &, 568 S8 Frehfcieh 3Tehyor
@ I gl

o Financial challenges often hinder small troupes, leading to declining interest among the
youth.
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R g JmreT oY Fsfrit 3 arer st ¥ e gant & 9w o ue W@
gl

Dashavatara Temple
geaar AfT

The Dashavatara Temple is located in Deogarh, Lalitpur district, Uttar Pradesh, near the
Betwa River valley.

EATAR #HET 3TN 9 & Aferaqy forer & aaerg #, daar 7 ardt & 98 &ud B

Deogarh is approximately 125 kilometers from Jhansi and sits on the western edge of the
Lalitpur range, amidst forests and rocky river rapids.

caaTe ST & orarerar 125 fratdie oY & 3R g afdayqy gda @en & gRwHr fFaR w,
SiTelt 3R aYdel AT URt & S Rd B

The temple is close to the Deogarh Karnali fort and a group of Jain temples.
I #iY gaarg Foitel et i e wAfeRY & T & 9w Ry B

Nearest railway station: Lalitpur; nearest major airports: Khajuraho and Bhopal.

feehedd Yord T afeaqy; ehcad YHE gars 3733 Were! 3R &rer|

Historical Significance

AT A+ Agea

Built in the Gupta Period (5th-6th century CE), it is one of the earliest surviving Hindu stone
temples.

Ieq & (5d1-6d 7Y §w) A AfAT, 75 yrdiaas A g g AR A @ = &

The temple architecture reflects the ornate Gupta style, representing early North Indian
temple design.

HIET &1 areIeher e Aelt 1 sregar & geAfeh & 3R I8 IRfAF 3R ard Afex Bamwa &
gl ¢l

The site contains inscriptions and sculptures indicative of an ancient settlement that thrived as
a trade route and cultural hub.

T R RremaE AR A § S 38 v e g%t 3R SR At T wiesfod FEd w9 A
eeliel &

The temple is dedicated to Vishnu, with sculptures and carvings of his ten avatars
(Dashavatara).

I AfY fasop s FATNT § 3R S0 37 qamaany i Ffdar R FRh H g )
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Architectural Features

aregwen @1 fAvare

e The temple follows the Sarvatobhadra style, described in the Vishnudharmottara Purana,
with entrances on all four sides.

o Ig Al waamre deft T reTeRer Far g, Tord frsuperfart ot A aftta famar o &, 3k
SHHA IR AR 9T @R B

e Built with stone and masonry bricks, the temple stands on a high plinth (jagati), accessible by
steps from all directions.

o TUIR AT $S ¥ PAFT I8 AR v 3T Seret (FqaR) W @7 ¢, S Wt fgamait &
e IRT Tgar ST Fhell &l

e The temple faces west, allowing the setting sun’s rays to illuminate the idol inside.

. ARR 1 @ aREw A 3R §, O 3 qF A Rl 3 f AR B v s

e Itis adorned with intricate sculptures of Vishnu, Shiva, Parvati, Kartikeya, and other deities, as
well as secular and amorous scenes.

o 3 Ry, Rra, e, FfRiE 3R 3w Saanst B St Af, @y & Wl sk gaet
T I HSATAT AT g

Cultural and Archaeological Insights

aEpfas AR RWarfeas saifee

e The temple is considered the earliest Panchayatana temple in North India, where the central
shrine is surrounded by four subsidiary shrines.

o Jg Al I HRA H TeH YT Tada AT AT ST §, 5781 #ALT AT & IRT 3N IR
3T-ART &

e The carvings depict Vishnu’s legends, including Vishnu reclining on Shesha (the serpent)
and scenes from the Ramayana.

o TG HT T fasoy iy FUTHt A a2l B, A AwaATer W fasoy Ay e Fqaw R THEOT H
|

e Inscriptions found in the region date back to 808 CE to 1164 CE.

o g Ao Rreme® 808 &Y ¥ 1164 &Y & &1

e The site also includes Jain and Buddhist monuments, reflecting its multicultural
significance.

« Ig T AT 3N dlqy TARS! H1 o FAfIT A B, S sudh wiegfas Rfduar r gafar
gl

Current State

FaAET fRufa
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e Much of the temple and surrounding Jain temples are in ruins, with signs of damage and loss
of original reliefs.

o HARY 3 AU F e AR 1 3w HT WUsE A g, forwH a1f 3 Her Al & ase
g & Gohd gl

e Some artifacts, like panels depicting Krishna and other avatars, were excavated during the 20th
century.

o 204t F & SRIA, FOT IR 3T HATART FT eRMA dTel F& FeApTadl FI Sc@ela H Ired fohar

T
o The temple is locally known as Sagar Marh, referencing the square water tank in front.

o I Al TUENT T PR AGF aTH § ST ST g, S 38 ATHA & dlpR Ferery hr
3R Hhd FT ¢
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gar$ gueaT ¥ e @ weh
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such restraints is a standard practice; US. has sent back over 15000 Indians since 2009, says govt.

|GS Paper II: India-US |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

mid protests from
A the Opposition
members over the

way undocumented Indian
nationals were handcuffed
and chained by the U.S.
while deporting them to
India, External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar on
Thursday informed Parlia-
ment that the deportation
of undocumented mi-
grants was not a new deve-
lopment, and the use of
restraints was a “standard
operating procedure”.

Mr. Jaishankar said the
Centre would be engaging
with the U.S. government
to ensure that the depor-
tees were not mistreated in
any manner while being
sent back. The Minister
made the statement as
both the Houses witnessed
an uproar over the treat-
ment meted out to 104 ille-
gal Indian immigrants who
landed in Amritsar on
Wednesday on a U.S. mili-
tary plane.

Speaking in the Rajya
Sabha first, Mr. Jaishankar
said a total of 15,756 illegal
Indian immigrants had
been deported to India
from the U.S. since 2009.

The Lok Sabha wit-
nessed multiple disrup-

Address
Email Id :

In shackles: Chained undocumented Indian nationals being deported to India on a U.S. military
aircraft. X /@USBPCHIEF

tions and was eventually
adjourned after Mr. Jaish-
ankar made the statement
amid protests.

He stressed that it was
the obligation of all coun-
tries to take back their na-
tionals if they were found
to be living illegally abroad.
“Sir, honourable members
would be aware that the
process of deportation is
not a new one, I repeat not
a new one, and has been
ongoing for several years,”
Mr. Jaishankar said, while
sharing a year-wise break-
up of deportees since
20089.

The highest deportation
was witnessed in 2019 with

2,042 illegal Indian immi-
grants being sent back to
the country, he said.

Mr. Jaishankar also as-
serted that it was in the col-
lective interest of the
House to discourage illegal
movement, and the focus
of the government would
be to “crack down on the il-
legal migration industry”.

Expressing outrage over
the handcuffing of depor-
tees, Opposition members
staged a protest outside
Parliament.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12

RELATED REPORTS ON
» PAGE 13

ARARY HF arag |

Opposition members protested against the handcuffing and chaining of
undocumented Indian nationals.

Rueh Fewat o7 ARG ARAT ARG F gUHst 3R FASR Tgaaer Fr farer fhmam)

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar informed Parliament that deportation of
undocumented migrants is not a new development.

fager # T, FAUFT F @HS T aarar F 33 yarfaat &1 FewT F$ 75 9 T8

gl

U.S. doubles
down on
deportations

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Amidst outrage over the
treatment of Indian
deportees, the United
States doubled down on
its decision to fly the
alleged illegal immigrants
shackled and handcuffed
aboard a military plane.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 13
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Centre plays down
U.S. handling of
deportees

AR garT
faaifda s &
AT YdgR & &g o
goar fhar

Both Houses erupt in
protest over
handcuffing and
chaining of Indians.
el "Weal A WA Y
gUF IR ST g
9T farer|

e Jaishankar says the use of
such restraints is a standard
practice.

FIART 7 FgT 5 3T R
NFYTH T AAS IihaAT T
e U.S. has sent back over

15,000 Indians since 2009,
says govt.

WEHR & IR, HARST
2009 ¥ 31§ de 15,000 ¥ 3w

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

o The Centre will engage with the U.S. government to ensure deportees are not
mistreated.

Fe TN IARH THER  arddia HE arfe e et & arer gedasr 7 8

e 104 illegal Indian immigrants landed in Amritsar on Wednesday on a U.S. military
plane.

104 3rder SRR TaTH FUAR I IgaeR 7 3ARNS o7 RaEer @ 3R

o Jaishankar stated that a total of 15,756 illegal Indian immigrants have been deported
since 2009.

FIYAFT T gl T 2009 ¥ 319 doh 15,756 AT ARANT TaifdAY & RAaTiaa fmar arar
gl

e The Lok Sabha witnessed multiple disruptions and was eventually adjourned after
Jaishankar’s statement.

SNHHT H FE TR I g3 3R 3 Tfaa & 18]
e The highest deportation was in 2019 with 2,042 Indians sent back.
2019 # ga® IAF 2,042 Rt A1 Aaifaa frar o)

o Jaishankar emphasized the need to discourage illegal migration and focus on
cracking down on the illegal migration industry.

ST A HAY YA FT galcqIed el 3N A G 3GANT W Thel FHA hl

HTIIHAT W SR fem|
e Opposition members expressed outrage over handcuffing of deportees and staged a
protest outside Parliament.

fueh gewat & Fafaa el & ggFE T W ARG Sag 3R 6e & 9
e yeeker fonam|
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What was ‘gross’ about the
12 Bills kept pending for 3
years: SC to T.N. Governor

|GS Paper II: Center-State Relations |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday asked what Ta-
mil Nadu Governor R.N.
Ravi found so <“gross”
about the 12 Bills the State
government sent him for
assent that they were kept
pending for over three
years.

A Bench of Justices J.B.
Pardiwala and R. Mahade-
van recapped the trajecto-
ry of 12 Bills, mostly to do
with higher education and
the appointment process
of Vice-Chancellors in
State universities, for the
benefit of the Governor,
whose office was repre-
sented by Attorney-Gener-
al of India R.
Venkataramani.

Justice Pardiwala ob-
served that these Bills were
sent by the State Legisla-
ture for consent to the Go-
vernor under Article 200
of the Constitution bet-
ween January 2020 and
April 2023. The Governor
had sat on them indefinite-
ly. Ultimately, when the
State government ap-
proached the court against
the Governor’s perceived
inaction in November
2023, the latter had quickly
referred two of the Bills to
the President and proceed-
ed to withhold consent on
the remaining 10.

e

You [Governor] are saying ‘T withhold
consent, but at the same time, =

I will not ask them to reconsider the
Bills. This would only frustrate the

procedure under Article 200...

The Governor seems to
have adopted his own
procedure here
JUSTICE ].B. PARDIWALA
Supreme Court Judge

: W

SC to hear Kerala’s plea
on Governors in March

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The State of Kerala on
Thursday pushed for an
early hearing in the
Supreme Court its writ
petition arguing that
Governors in
Opposition-ruled States

have triggered a tendency
to delay assent or
indefinitely sit on crucial
Bills passed by the
Legislative Assemblies.
The matter is likely to be
listed in March.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 4

The judge further ob-
served that the Tamil Nadu
Assembly had re-passed
the 10 Bills in a Special Ses-
sion and sent them again to
the Governor for assent.
This time, the Governor
had proceeded to refer all
10 Bills to the President for
consideration. The Presi-
dent had subsequently as-
sented to one Bill, rejected
seven and not considered

the remaining two pro-
posed laws.

“We do not want to un-

dermine the powers of the
Governor... But, tell us,
what is that something
gross the Governor found
that he kept these pending
for over three years?” Jus-
tice Pardiwala asked.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

What was ‘gross’ about
the 12 Bills kept
pending for 3 years: SC
to T.N. Governor

e aut dF dfad 12
frdaes & = ‘arsiiv o
TSt & g7

The Supreme Court on
Thursday questioned what
Tamil Nadu Governor R.N.
Ravi found so “gross”
about 12 Bills that they

were kept pending for over
three years.

gl FIE o AR F1 FaT
& & afaeeg &
TSI HR.TA. I &y 12
st & dur F4r <R
o9 fF 3egie go¢ ol auf
d% fed @l

«A Bench of Justices J.B.

Pardiwala and R. Mahadevan
reviewed the trajectory of these 12

Bills, mostly concerning higher education and Vice-Chancellor appointments in
State universities.

rgfd A, arRdaTar AR AR, AERET fr fe w7 5 12 R & afmar
qeet &1, S Jeg &7 § 3° e 3R Ue freafdqarerat & Feufaat & gFaa
gefea o

e The Bills were sent by the State Legislature for the Governor’s assent under Article
200 of the Constitution between January 2020 and April 2023.
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Tog RumeHsa & 37 FA9TS H Wfaue & Ageda 200 & ded ToqdTe i FEipia
F forw serady 2020 3T 3r¥ter 2023 & = AT Tl

e The Governor sat on them indefinitely, taking no action.

TSI A 3e¢ AARTIPTT aF VF @I 3R P FRATS AGT

e In November 2023, when the State government approached the court, the Governor
quickly referred two Bills to the President and withheld consent on the remaining 10
Bills.

dAdaR 2023 H 19 T ISR o AHETod T T@ 5T, a9 ToI9Tel = &l fFaast &Y
egufa & g A e iR AW 10 Rdus W wEigfa & & saer F e

e The Tamil Nadu Assembly re-passed the 10 Bills in a Special Session and sent them
again to the Governor for assent.

afeerg fumeasm 2 RAy @98 o7 10 Rt F BT & TRT A To79Te HF
R T

e This time, the Governor referred all 10 Bills to the President. The President
assented to one Bill, rejected seven, and did not consider two Bills.

3H IR, TSF9Te o @t 10 gt Y wseufa & arw a1 faam| useafa o v
s # 79l &, 79 # IFdFER FT Bar #R @ W FS Ak a3 foam

o Justice Pardiwala questioned the Governor's prolonged inaction, stating, "We do not
want to undermine the Governor’s powers... But tell us, what was so gross that he
kept them pending for over three years?"

FAIHf IRENETS = TSI H & GAT TF AHIAT T T 321 gV Fel, "&A
TSI $1 ATFTAT FT FHAR AT FIAT AIgd.. AfeheT TABT, XA F471 M a1 F
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UGC extends date
to submit feedback
on draft guidelines

GS Paper Il:

Center-State Relation

LW ULLIOL

A day after the Education
Ministers of six non-BJP-
ruled States passed a reso-
lution against the Universi-
ty Grants Commission’s
draft guidelines on faculty,
including appointment of
vice-chancellors, the com-
mission decided to extend
the last date to submit feed-
back to February 28. A pu-
blic notice issued by the
UGC said the decision was
taken in view of requests
received from stakeholders
to extend the last date.
Union Education Minis-

ter Dharmendra Pradhan
said it was unfortunate and
concerning to see how
some political leaders, in-
cluding Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi, “twisted
progressive educational re-
forms into imaginary
threats” to sustain outdat-
ed political narratives.

“The draft regulations
aim to broaden horizons,
not narrow them. They
seek to include more voic-
es, not silence them,” he
said on social media.

RAHUL JOINS PROTEST
» PAGE 14

UGC extends date to submit
feedback on draft guidelines

el & water feenfadat «
gyfafsrar s s fr Ay e

A day after the Education Ministers
of six non-BJP-ruled States passed
a resolution against the University
Grants Commission’s (UGC) draft
guidelines on faculty and vice-
chancellor appointments, the
commission extended the deadline
to February 28.

oF I-sTeraT AT T=AT F e
#fAAT ganr fRafdearery e
3T () F FEler fanfadert &
f@are yrarT aild @ & s fea
d1g, 3T oF gfafear AT Fe f
sfasr fAf 28 wiadt a& wer &

e A public notice issued by the UGC stated

that the decision was taken in view of requests from stakeholders to extend the last

date.

T garT SR graefas Afew & wer 3 g5 Aoy fRqurest @ gred st
& HageTor ferar arar gl

e Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan criticized some political leaders,
including Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, for twisting
progressive educational reforms into imaginary threats.

ﬁwfﬁmﬁsﬁuﬁzmﬁaﬂmﬁﬁm#ﬁmt@amm@m
ATt T e B F gl gerfadfier Afdvw gunt Fr Feafad @i # aqd

e

e He stated, “The draft regulations aim to broaden horizons, not narrow them. They
seek to include more voices, not silence them.”

3ogiel ogT, "AdlET RfATAT F1 35427 TR F1 [FEarR & @1 §, 3¢ @i F@
g F S aTS F AAT FET A §, 3¢ garer AL
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Delhi CEO: EVMs kept
in strongrooms with
three-tier security

GS Paper Il:
qElections

NEW DELHI

The EVMs and VVPAT ma-
chines used in the Delhi
Assembly election have
been kept in 70 stron-
grooms and are secured by
a three-tier cordon, Delhi
Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) R. Alice Vaz said on
Thursday.

“These strongrooms,
one for each Assembly
constituency, are being sa-
feguarded with stringent
security measures as part
of the Election Commis-
sion’s protocols,” read a
statement by the CEO.

Forces on guard

It added that paramilitary
forces personnel are
guarding the innermost
perimeter of the stron-
grooms, while the State
armed police have been
tasked with securing the
outer perimeter.

“24x7 CCTV surveil-
lance is in place, covering
all sealed doors and corri-
dors, and a double-lock
system ensures additional
security,” the Delhi CEO
said. The statement added,
“The strongrooms are ac-

R. Alice Vaz said
re-polling would
not be conducted in
any seat as none of
the candidates had
lodged complaints
regarding the
election process

cessible only through a sin-
gle entry/exit point to pre-
vent unauthorised access.”

No entry for vehicles
Operational control rooms
have been set up adjacent
to the strongrooms and en-
try is prohibited for all veh-
icles, including those of
VIPs and officials, the CEO
also said.

In addition, Ms. Vaz stat-
ed that all election-related
documents were found to
be in order during the
scrutiny, and added that
the presence of observers,
candidates and representa-
tives ensured fairness in
the electoral process.

She said that re-polling
would not be required in
any of the 70 constituen-
cies, as no complaints
were received from any of
the 699 candidates.

®iF=®

— AL XA

Delhi CEO: EVMs kept in
strongrooms with three-tier
security

feeelt Wgam: sdiv vl
[&T & WY FEET T H @ ¢

The EVMs and VVPAT machines
used in the Delhi Assembly election
have been kept in 70 strongrooms
with a three-tier security cordon,
said Delhi Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) R. Alice Vaz on Thursday.

feeeh faemeraem qama & swAlr H
¢ S 3T e A=t F 70
AT T H fe-FaT gRam X &
Y TG 3T §, I§ AN Reel &
AET ToTa AR (HI$3) IR,
ofaw arer & TFAR F

. Each Assembly constituency has one
strongroom, safeguarded with strict security
measures as per Election Commission’s
protocols.

7% RU=ATeT 847 F Qv e e &g, 59
AT AT F QI & AR F3 Gt
39Tt & 91y Wfad fRar 3 gl

Forces on guard

T # dara aa

. Paramilitary forces personnel are

guarding the innermost perimeter of the strongrooms, while the State armed police
are securing the outer perimeter.
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FNAAF Tl F AT TT TH & FA@ ITAT B BT GET W Q@ 8, STt Tod
wued gferw el ok & geam 7 dod g

24x7 CCTV surveillance covers all sealed doors and corridors, with a double-lock
system for additional security.

24x7 A o @it i eramet 3t ARy & Fav = W) §, 3R sea-die
yorrelt & afafea geam gafed @ a1 gl

The strongrooms have only one entry/exit point to prevent unauthorized access.

T ® # Faa o yaw/fae g aife sdy agw I o

No entry for vehicles

argat & forw gaer faser

Operational control rooms have been set up adjacent to the strongrooms, and entry
of all vehicles, including VIPs and officials, is prohibited.

T ™ F g IR Agaer wa1 Taia fFe o § 3R dendd 7 st
afga welt argat &1 vaer AREy &

All election-related documents were found to be in order during the scrutiny,
ensuring fairness in the electoral process in the presence of observers, candidates,
and representatives.

Tt gora-wat qrarasr stw & SR | are Ay, S fadiere, sEfidan sk
yfafaftat & sufeufa & gardt afFan i fFsgerar gaRad g3

No complaints were received from any of the 699 candldates so re-polling will not
be required in any of the 70 constituencies.

699 3Gt # ¥ et @ ot A R yroa a7t g8, swfav 707 @ fedt ot
e &9 & qo: Aqee i smaegwar A€ w3ed
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Dissolution of new districts
rocks Rajasthan Assembly
for second consecutive day

[GS Paper II: Polity |

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

The issue of dissolution of
nine of the 17 new districts
and three divisions by the
Bharatiya Janata Party go-
vernment rocked the Rajas-
than Assembly for the se-
cond consecutive day on
Thursday. The Opposition
Congress MLAs trooped in-
to the well and raised slo-
gans during the Zero Hour,
forcing a brief adjournment
of the House.

Speaker Vasudev Devna-
ni allowed two Congress
members, Suresh Modi and
Ramkesh Meena, to speak
on the issue as per his Wed-
nesday’s ruling. Both Mr.
Modi and Mr. Meena al-
leged that the BJP govern-
ment had done injustice to
the people and adopted a
“vindicative  approach”
while deciding to abolish
the new districts formed
during the previous Con-

e

State govt. is fully
empowered under
the Land Revenue Act
to create or abolish

a district

JOGARAM PATEL
Parliamentary Affairs Minister

gress regime in 2023.

Mr. Modi and Mr. Meena
have led public agitation in
their constituencies, Neem
Ka Thana and Gangapur Ci-
ty, respectively, against the
dissolution of these two dis-
tricts.

Both the MLAs said the
State government had not
followed the norms and
had failed to test the param-
eters while dissolving the
districts without taking into
account the interests of lo-
cal people.

Parliamentary Affairs Mi-

nister Jogaram Patel refuted
the allegations and said the
State government was fully
empowered under the
Land Revenue Act to create
or abolish a district. He said
the Congress had acted
ahead of the 2023 Assemb-
ly election with the motive
of securing votes to retain
its government. “The new
districts were formed to ap-
pease the local Congress
MLAs,” Mr. Patel said.

‘Full of rhetoric’
Dissatistied with the Minis-
ter’s reply, Leader of Oppo-
sition Tika Ram Jully said
Mr. Patel had made a politi-
cal statement instead of
convincing the members
and apprising the House of
the reasons for keeping or
rejecting the new districts.
“Mr. Patel’s reply was full of
rhetoric... He has failed to
provide the basis for the go-
vernment’s decision,” Mr.
Jully said.

Dissolution of new
districts rocks
Rajasthan Assembly
for second
consecutive day

au fSret & Qued @
T faemaaar &
TIATAR qaY et
SITHAT

The issue of dissolution
of nine out of 17 new
districts and three
divisions by the BJP
government created an
uproar in the Rajasthan
Assembly for the
second consecutive day
on Thursday.

fiodt TWFER G@rT 17 ¢
S & @ o ot 3k
e Asal F FATCT T

¥ HE& W IFEAR FT TR g R qorvurer farwsm & gomam gam)

e Opposition Congress MLAs rushed into the well of the House, raised slogans
during Zero Hour, and forced a brief adjournment.

et FEE e SR TaR & ST Ted F I F HHT ARG = o9, o

el # $o AT & fav vyl & g3
e Speaker Vasudev Devnani allowed two Congress members, Suresh Modi and
Ramkesh Meena, to speak on the issue as per his Wednesday'’s ruling.

TR TS T 2 qUAR & $aa & IR FEW & & ¥eET, gy A 3R
THFA AATH 57 Heg W dlell AT 3AT &

Allegations by Congress MLASs
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FR e & 3T

Suresh Modi and Ramkesh Meena alleged that the BJP government had done
injustice to the people and taken a vindictive approach by abolishing the districts
formed during the 2023 Congress regime.

g A 3R TEF A IR o & o d TER A AT F A I
3T 31X 2023 # FAF WFR @R FAT AT A F FACT FT Tgo AT A=A |

Modi and Meena led public protests in their constituencies, Neem Ka Thana and
Gangapur City, against the dissolution of these two districts.

A 3R AT 3 e &6, A w1 g 3R R FA A g Get F e
& f@e® St srere F1 Aqgea fRa

They claimed that the State government did not follow norms or test parameters
before dissolving the districts, ignoring local interests.

Seglel Fel [ TeT TER o Forall &Y 37 FT F Ugar ATART FT GreleT JAaf fpar i
T Rat #Y sSesiEer &R

Government’s Response

TR &1 gfafwar

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Jogaram Patel rejected the allegations, stating that the
State government has full authority under the Land Revenue Act to create or
dissolve districts.

wmmﬁmmﬁmﬁaﬁaﬁwmgcmﬁ:mm%m
A ToEd AAEH F dead Ball F = T FACT T T QU ARAFR

He accused the Congress government of forming new districts before the 2023
Assembly election solely for vote bank palitics.

3egiel 3R ST o FIT FIHR o 2023 & erarqsmm gara @ gga Faar a1 34
&1 TrEfa & faw qv 5 g

New districts were formed to appease local Congress MLAS, said Patel.

¢ o e FE Ryt #1 gU w9 & AT qare av ), g F Fen

Opposition’s dissatisfaction

fauer #r srwqfee

Leader of Opposition Tika Ram Jully expressed dissatisfaction with the Minister’s
reply, calling it a political statement rather than a justification.

fawer & Aar &1 A Jeeh A Ff & ST W IHHAT AT §U S Al areT
R fear, 7 & arfds easdianor)
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e Jully criticized Patel, saying his response was full of rhetoric and lacked a clear
basis for the government’s decision.

ool o G¢el # JTeArdeT i gU el fF 3ThT SIS haol AFHIT F 3T gam T
IR TFR F Haa F71 W IUR A 7T T4

Christian group in Arunachal Pradesh to go on fast from
Feb. 10 against implementation of anti-conversion law

The Hin
GUWAHA

religion

GS Paper IlI: Right to

An apex Christian body in
Arunachal Pradesh has
planned a series of protests
against the Pema Khandu-
led Bharatiya Janata Party
government’s move to im-
plement a 46-year-old anti-
conversion law.

The Arunachal Christian
Forum (ACF) said its mem-
bers would go on a week-
long fast from February 10
followed by a mass prayer
calling for the repeal of the
Arunachal Pradesh Free-
dom of Religion Act of 1978.
They also plan to gherao
the State Assembly on
March 6, when the Act is
likely to be discussed for
implementation.

In December 2024, Mr.
Khandu had said the Free-
dom of Religion Act would
be implemented after its

Je

Pema Khandu

rules are framed. This fol-
lowed a directive from the
Gauhati High Court to the
State government to finalise
the draft rules of the Act
within six months from
September 2024.

“The Act has freedom in
its name but it has been de-
signed to curb the freedom
of practising our religion.
We have drawn up the prot-
est programme to demon-
strate our opposition to this
unfair Act that has been
dormant for four decades,”
ACF president Tarh Miri
told The Hindu on Thurs-

day. He said the govern-
ment was virtually indiffe-
rent to the ACF’s concerns.
“We met the Chief Secre-
tary in November 2024 and
submitted a letter to the
Chief Minister, who advised
us to meet his adviser, Alo
Libang. We did so but there
has been no response,” Mr.
Miri said, adding that the
move to implement the Act
was against the spirit of
secularism.

The Arunachal Pradesh
Freedom of Religion Act
was passed by the State As-
sembly during the Janata
Party government headed
by P.K. Thungon. It re-
ceived the presidential as-
sent on October 25, 1978. It
was reportedly enacted in
response to concerns about
the perceived threat to indi-
genous faiths in the State.
Successive  governments
chose to overlook the Act.

Christians object to
release of Odia film

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

The members of the Chris-
tian community in Odisha
have strongly objected to
the release of Odia film, Sa-
natani — Karma Hi Dhar-
ma, slated for Friday,
claiming it portrays Jesus
Christ and Christians in a
bad light.

The National United
Christian Forum (NUCF),
part of a forum comprising
the Catholic Bishops Confe-
rence of India, National
Council of Churches in In-
dia and Evangelical Fellow-
ship of India, in a release
on Thursday said the film
distorts the image of Jesus

Christ, baptism, and misre-
presents conversion as a
criminal activity.

“The right to freedom of
religion, including the right
of a citizen to convert to
any religion of choice, is
enshrined in the Constitu-
tion of India, and any at-
tempt to undermine this
fundamental right is un-
constitutional,” said the
forum.

The forum called upon
the authorities to intervene
and stop any harm caused
to peace and harmony in
the region. Earlier, Chris-
tian representatives had
urged Chief Minister Mo-
han Majhi to intervene and
stop the release of the film.

Christian group in Arunachal Pradesh to go on fast from Feb.
10 against implementation of anti-conversion law

IJOUMI TQ H $HS WISeT 10 Tayt § gATaRor faedt &gt
F @ 3Ta W

An apex Christian body in Arunachal Pradesh has planned a series of
protests against the BJP-led government’s move to implement a 46-
year-old anti-conversion law.

TV Yo & UF YHE $HE Wrsa o diordt SIHR g@rT 46 Wl
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WA GATRoT R FEEr # ae) F9 F B o g 7 R
yeelel FXa AT At 18 B

e The Arunachal Christian Forum (ACF) announced that its members would go on a
week-long fast from February 10, followed by a mass prayer to demand the repeal of
the Arunachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act, 1978.

3Tl FRfREe BRA (ACF) & 819unm 1 o 38+ e 10 ad & UF Aode
% 3YAM FA, SHF d1G WHRE GTdaT K39, dlfeh eomad gaer HisA e v
TFC, 1978 1 TGG HT d AT HT ST Heh|

e They also plan to gherao the State Assembly on March 6, when the Act is expected to
be discussed for implementation.

d6 AT F AT fAUTAHT FT ORG HeT 1 Y AIsTell Fo01 @ &, ST SH Hlofel
AN FIA W AT g A FHTEAT B

Government's Stand on the Law
WHER T FH Flefd W 3@

e In December 2024, Chief Minister Pema Khandu had stated that the Freedom of
Religion Act would be implemented after its rules are framed.

e 2024 #, g o Wiz A For A1 o hsA e Rfveer vae F swd
qofet & 9G] fRar e

e This decision followed a directive from the Gauhati High Court, which instructed the
State government to finalize the draft rules within six months from September 2024.

Ig v it gERE & A&t & a1g M, SEd U §@R S RAdeE 2024 ¥ 6%
AgT & iy Al AAt #r ifaw T A @1 aneer f=r = Am)

ACF’s Response and Protest Plan

ACF & gfafsrar 3t faRer v aiaan

o ACF President Tarh Miri stated that the Act is misleading, as it claims to provide
freedom but actually curbs the right to practice religion.

ACF & 3rexeT are At 1 &gl o Ig Fhefer 0T §, FiTeh Ig FFaaam HT graT HIar
¢, dfheT areda & enfiew Tadaar W afaaer aemar &

e He also said that the government has been indifferent to ACF’s concerns.
38l Ig 3t FgT [ AR ACF & Riamat & ufar serfier W@ §1

e In November 2024, ACF met the Chief Secretary and submitted a letter to the Chief

Minister, who advised them to meet his adviser, Alo Libang. However, they received
no response.

ddaY 2024 ®, ACF o 7&T WAT § Famwra A IR Fegaa F1 v w7 @i, Siegia
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37¢ YA FATgHR Tell foaier @ e 1 wog & graife, 3¢ S afafrar a8
e

e Miri criticized the move to implement the Act, calling it against the spirit of
secularism.

A8 A 37 FHET F AN T F FEGH B AT A, TH GATATIETAT HY HGAT F
e aamm|

Historical Background of the Law
Flofa &1 g dest

e The Arunachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act was passed in 1978 during the
Janata Party government led by P.K. Thungon.

U U2 HIEH 16 RS vae #1978 A 4T Ul WHR & SR i
fram o, ST Aqgea fF. gaer o foar o

o ltreceived presidential assent on October 25, 1978, and was reportedly enacted in
response to concerns about the perceived threat to indigenous faiths in the State.

39 25 Ay 1978 F Isgufa i Fl el 3k 58 9 dv Wsw & v
Al O FIIAT AR AT <@ §U A foham a1 2|

e Successive governments chose to overlook the Act and did not enforce it for over
four decades.

TATAR TFRI A SH FlefeT I Ao3HGTS a7 3R IR Gt ¥ T aoa aF 3@
ey et fama

Christians object to release of Odia film

sqrsal o f3Ar frew i1 Reller @ 3mufa STams

The Christian community in Odisha has strongly objected to the
release of the Odia film Sanatani — Karma Hi Dharma, which is
scheduled to release on Friday.

3N 7 $9E WHE F AT Aew garaed — w1 & woF A Refier
W F3T1 A sramn, st gFar F Refler @ arelr g

e They claim that the film portrays Jesus Christ and Christians in a bad light.

3oTeRT graT ¢ T I Thow Sar wdllE 3k Samsat & e adF ¥ Rarh ¥

Christian Forum's Concerns
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guTg F dr R

The National United Christian Forum (NUCF), which is part of the Catholic Bishops
Conference of India, National Council of Churches in India, and Evangelical
Fellowship of India, has raised concerns over the film.

AT FaArses fRRETe R (NUCF), St Fafas fercw siaha 3w 33, S
FEAT P o= 37 RAT IR dAfaRT BAIRIT HTE BT REar g, 3 39
fhed 9T MUY STaTS B

The forum stated that the film distorts the image of Jesus Christ, baptism, and
misrepresents conversion as a criminal activity.

BRHA HT Fgell § [ T6 hen §u1 #dE, qufawaT (ef fam) A s F R
g 3T oot afREds & I F w0 F fRErdd B

The right to freedom of religion, including the right to convert to any religion of
choice, is enshrined in the Indian Constitution, and any attempt to undermine this
fundamental right is unconstitutional, the forum added.

BRA = el T arffis Fadaar #1 sftwR, S Rl ot et 1 g 3k e
F1 IHR nfAe &, aRdT wfaue & @AfRT 8, 3 =9 Aifos 3R & Faer
T FT His o JIE A &

Call for Government Intervention

PN gEI8T HY AT

The forum has urged the authorities to intervene and prevent any harm to peace and
harmony in the region.

BRHA o T & gEdT Fa 3R a7 7 anfa 3k wlerd & o @a i 3 &
gl

Earlier, Christian representatives had also requested Chief Minister Mohan Majhi to
stop the release of the film.

3UW vga, $u18 vfafaftal & gegsh g Ash a fvewr & Refler dwat A A7Aver A
ot
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The primary lessons from the Reagan air crash

[GS Paper II: Regulation |

he tragic mid-air collision on January
29, 2025 between a United States Army
Sikorsky UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter
and an American Airlines CRJ-700
flight while it was on the final approach path to
Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport,
Washington DC, killing 67 people, brings out
several aspects of human factors that can result in
a tragedy.

In this case, the first was having politicians
jump the gun by blaming others, even before a
formal investigation began and the bodies were
yet to be recovered from the watery grave of the
Potomac river. U.S. President Donald Trump was
quick to blame former U.S. Presidents Barack
Obama and Joe Biden for diluting U.S air safety
standards, forgetting that it was he who held the
reins in the interim four-year period.

Pressures, opaque investigations in India
One saw the same kind of political
one-upmanship just after the air accident at
Mangaluru in May 2010 when the Minister of Civil
Aviation, Praful Patel, declared that the airport
conformed to all standards of ICAO Annex 14,
volume 1. Dutifully, the court of inquiry
committee that was headed by a retired Air
Marshal of the Indian Air Force, glossed over all
the blatant violations of the Airports Authority of
India, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the airline, i.e., Air India Express, by
blaming only the pilot. In all the air accident
reports in India, one never gets detailed data
from the digital flight data recorder and the
cockpit voice recorder.

Unlike in India, where the truth is hidden and
restrictions placed on all access to information on
the accident, photographs or data on the state of
infrastructure, it is open in the rest of the world
where one can analyse data with vital clues that
are available. There is a big lesson to be learnt
from the air accident in the U.S. The radar track
and the air traffic control audio tracks were
openly available and one could analyse and
disseminate the facts instead of having doctored
data and reports that have been vetted by a
bureaucrat who ensures that there is nothing
incriminating against the government and its
agencies is published in the final report.

Let us take what has been put out by media
sources in the U.S. What is generally known is
that the American Airlines flight was given a
runway change by air traffic control to
accommodate a departure. The change was
accepted by the crew. The helicopter, PAT25 (or
Priority Air Transport) had taken off from a base

T

Captain A.
(Mohan)
Ranganathan

is a former airline
instructor pilot and
aviation safety
adviser. He is also a
former member of the
Civil Aviation Safety
Advisory Council
(CASAC), India

The Reagan
accident in the
U.S. highlights
the several
factors that can
result in a
tragedy; there is
also the danger
of investigation
agencies getting
side-tracked

nearby for a Proficiency training flight at night
and had been informed about the passenger
flight. The air traffic controller had asked the
helicopter crew whether he had the passenger
flight in sight. The pilot responded by saying he
was visual with the plane and he was given
clearance to maintain visual and pass behind the
passenger flight. This is where the human factor
plays a big part. The flight was at night. Other
than the navigation lights and the rotating
beacon, the helicopter pilot had no other clue to
make out the type of aircraft he had visual
sighting with. His only information was based on
the flight number.

If one looks at the radar picture available to the
public and the information from the air traffic
tape recording, there was another flight which
was behind the American Airlines flight, but
approaching the main runway that the American
flight was originally approaching before the
American crew accepted a side step to a different
runway.

The ‘hurry syndrome’

Did the helicopter pilot wrongly identify this
second flight to be the American flight when he
reported visual to air traffic control? If one looks
at the radar track of this second flight and the
track being followed by the helicopter to “cross
behind” (as instructed by air traffic control), it is
quite likely that the helicopter crew had focused
on the second flight rather than the American
Airlines flight and were fixated on being behind
the aircraft they had perhaps misidentified. As
both the helicopter and the American Airlines
flight were below 1,000 feet above ground level,
the collision avoidance system would not have
sounded as it would have been inhibited below
1,000 ft.

In aviation parlance, this is what one calls
“Press-on-itis”, or the ‘hurry syndrome’, where
once you get fixated, all other inputs cannot
influence your judgement. One needs a fresh and
clear mind to be able to maintain situational
awareness and spatial orientation. Fatigue and
stress have a major role in these situations. The
initial reports indicate there was only a single air
traffic tower controller at Reagan handling the
flights when, normally, two controllers are on
duty.

Soon after the Reagan accident, the visual
media in India went on overdrive, with graphic
presentations of the Charkhi Dadri mid-air
collision in India, near New Delhi, on November
12, 1996. In this accident, a Kazakhstan Airlines
flight from Chimkent, Kazakhastan to Delhi

The primary lessons from the Reagan air crash
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collided with a Saudi Arabian Airlines Boeing 74
flight from Delhi to Dhahran, killing 349 people
The pilot of the Kazakh flight was blamed for nc
complying with air traffic control clearance. Wh
people are not aware of was a DGCA official whe
was in-charge of the investigation was removed
from the investigation when he submitted his
findings. It was another official who finalised th:
report. It is needless to say that the last nine
minutes of the digital flight data recorder of the
Saudia flight was a blank.

In the recent crash in South Korea, in
December 2024, where a passenger flight lande:
with retracted wheels and crashed into an
embankment housing the instrument landing
system localiser antenna, South Korea, like Indi
at the time of the Mangaluru crash, had not
complied with the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) Annex 14, Volume 1 Standa:
that mandated that all structures in operational
area shall be frangible (from January 1, 2010). Ye
ICAO gave them a clean chit during the audits
conducted. The Korean jet’s digital flight data
recorder was also blank for the last four minute:

Incidents in Bengaluru, Tiruchi

Let us not forget the case of two Indigo flights, ¢
January 7, 2022 — one bound for Kolkata, and th
other for Bhubaneshwar — that were departing
from parallel runways at Bengaluru airport. The
air traffic controllers had cleared planes for
take-off. In the two runways at Bengaluru, one
runway was to be used for take-offs and the oth
for landings simultaneously. It was a narrow
escape for both planes.

Neither the airline nor the air traffic control
reported the matter but the incident came to lig
during a safety audit. The lack of situational
awareness and the lack of knowledge of the pilo
on the functioning of the collision avoidance
system were safety issues that were all swept
under the carpet.

On October 11, 2024, an Air India Express flig
from Tiruchirappalli to Sharjah experienced
hydraulic failure in one system. It circled for clo
to three hours before landing. But the political
class in Tamil Nadu and the media went to town
making a hero out of the captain who had
exhibited very poor judgement when he could
have made an overweight landing immediately.

This is another example of people with no
knowledge of aviation passing judgements and
influencing investigation agencies. The mid-air
tragedy should open the eyes of the travelling
public and know that safety is being
compromised for brownie points.
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On January 29, 2025, a tragic mid-air collision occurred between a
United States Army Sikorsky UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter and an
American Airlines CRJ-700 flight while on its final approach path to
Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport, Washington DC. This
accident resulted in 67 deaths.

29 STera{l 2025 1 Th gy AS-TIX THIG g3, HH HgFd TsF
AR A A F1 RAFREH UH-60 st gl geitpicet iR FARF T
TIIATZH CRJ-700 38T AetTes aret amfarest Aeretel TIANE, ATferest
Y & 3ifad 3o qU R A 5H gHeT A 67 At F Al g5

o Politicians quickly started blaming others before the formal investigation began, with
bodies yet to be recovered from the Potomac River.

Tt = AT T IE O & 96 GG 1 A & Y& F e, safs
qIdAE 7 & el F g AT ST sy ol

e U.S. President Donald Trump blamed former Presidents Barack Obama and Joe
Biden for diluting U.S. air safety standards, forgetting that he had been in power for
four years in between.

AN Tegafa Skares € A qF Usgufa W 3NaET 3R S aSST Y AR 79
GI&T ARl FT FAIR FA F 0N g0, Ig 3e0d g0 530 AT 9 Fa9 9”
qut d& a7 9

Pressures, opaque investigations in India
HRT # gara 3R rureelt s

o Similar political blame game was seen after the Mangaluru air accident in May 2010,
when Minister of Civil Aviation, Praful Patel, declared that the airport conformed to
all ICAO standards.

#E 2010 # HAT gaT$ qHeaT & qig o ¥ § TerEfaF qaTareh & a7g, S«
ARIRE 333 HA Yoo Yo o VO HT fh gar$ 33T HHY ICAO AITHI FT qTeet
T g

e The court of inquiry, led by a retired Air Marshal of the Indian Air Force, ignored

violations by the Airports Authority of India, Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), and Air India Express, blaming only the pilot.

ARAT 9 A & F Qarfaga vAR AT i emetar 7 afsd s wfAfy F e
gAT$ 37331 WITAET, AR AW Agifagamea (DGCA) 3R R 3f3ar vaads eant
$ 15 AAIATAT A FAoiee Far 3R AE g F S sgrE

e Unlike India, where accident data and investigation reports are restricted, the U.S.
makes radar tracks and air traffic control audio openly available for analysis.
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R H, Sgi geiee watht 3er 3R Srw Rt ov gfaeer a@mar s @, 38% [{ada,
IANST F WR & IR a1 Iara AEor AW adefas T F Uy FAT
s §

The American Airlines flight was given a runway change to accommodate a
departure, and the crew accepted it.

HANFA TIATSH Y 35 FI T W@ IRGA A1 711 JIfh v AT 9vaa T

T, A F F 58 TwR F )

The helicopter, PAT25 (Priority Air Transport), was on a night proficiency training
flight and was informed about the passenger flight.

gAIPICeT PAT25 (YR TR E9IE) I & Nfpfed e 3s=r av ar 3k 3@
It 33 & AN # gRa AT = an

The air traffic controller asked the helicopter crew if they had visual confirmation of
the passenger flight.

R e FeleR o gescel F 8 IOT 6 7 3egia It AT 727 w9 § a@r
o1

The pilot confirmed visual contact but had only navigation lights and rotating
beacons to identify the aircraft type.

URIee & TRF WUF HT g A, Afda A H gwR fr ggae w9 F AT Fae
AfAree arse ik MR Aiwa 3

Radar data showed another flight behind the American Airlines flight, approaching
the original runway before the American crew switched to a different one.

BR ser s GErn & 3mRes wRasy i 339 & 99 s 3R 5= o, S A @9
#r 3T qg W A, 3H Tgel T AT F A 0F 9T WA |

The ‘Hurry Syndrome’ STegarsit fRAgH

o Did the helicopter pilot wrongly identify this second flight to be the American flight
when he reported visual to air traffic control?

o FIT gl GIIAE & I Tgdrel Y 3 q@l AT 1 AR faae
HST foT 319 390 TR v gl &1 g2 RO fmar?

e If one looks at the radar track of this second flight and the track followed by the
helicopter to "cross behind" (as instructed by air traffic control), it is quite likely that the
helicopter crew had focused on the second flight rather than the American Airlines
flight.

o UG I qEY AT FT BR ¢F AN glipiceT &1 "NS § IR A" &1 AN
W, Y AT & 5 gelepicel &l of ardd AT X e Shfga fFam

e As both the helicopter and American Airlines flight were below 1,000 feet, the
collision avoidance system would not have sounded as it would have been inhibited
below 1,000 ft.
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o df gelmicer AR IARE e faAe 1,000 fie @ AR 3, cFa & T919
mmaﬁﬁﬁ%wl,ooomﬁmmﬁm%l

e In aviation parlance, this is called “Press-on-itis” or the ‘Hurry Syndrome’, where
fixation leads to ignoring other crucial inputs.

o faaEa &7 F 53U “Press-on-itis” IT ‘STegarslt A’ gl ST &, ST LA
T Toig W Hid g1 Sl § 3R 3T AgedqoT Hehdl &1 Ted@r T f&ar Sirar
gl

e Fatigue and stress play a major role in these situations.
o & 3R dera 37 RAfAAT # Agcaqot sifder e &
e The initial reports indicate there was only a single air traffic tower controller at
Reagan, while normally, two controllers are on duty.

o R Rt F IqaR, VeAres JoreT gars 353 W AF wF v ¢fpF Fgker
TER HAFRY SFE W AT, S INAAR W ar AfAFdY Aisfg 8id &

« Historical Comparisons and Other Incidents ¥fagifiF qaene 3 3+ geamd

e Soon after the Reagan accident, Indian media compared it with the Charkhi Dadri
mid-air collision in India on November 12, 1996, where a Kazakhstan Airlines flight
collided with a Saudi Arabian Airlines Boeing 747, killing 349 people.

o A gEE & T 16, HRAT AT 7 58 12 Fda 1996 1 I ey
fAs-TR Tt @ o &Y, [SHe FeriearneT TRy 3N ¥4 3R
TIIATSH S 747 FT TFa T 349 AT AR ATY

e The pilot of the Kazakh flight was blamed for not complying with air traffic control
clearance.

o HAhEd QAR & IIde HT Gl SIAT AT, Fhifh 3T TIX ¢ftheh helel
F féT &1 el A8t R

o« A DGCA official investigating the incident was removed when he submitted his
findings.
o TH DGCA HAFI, ST 58 gHeaT &1 S &Y gl o1, AT fAsehrifa a7 fear
I S 38 HOA RAE g&ged |
e The last nine minutes of the Saudi flight’s digital flight data recorder were blank.
o Mﬁﬂm#%ﬁwm%ﬁﬁ?ﬁrtﬁﬁwmﬁmﬁﬁ?aﬁgl
e In December 2024, a passenger flight in South Korea landed with retracted wheels,

crashing into an embankment housing the instrument landing system localiser
antenna.

o faEeY 2024 &, cf@UT AT # v gt AT dffw fraw @ e 3ax,

S8 a8 3UHor oS yomel SFensew Tdar & degy & o |

e South Korea, like India, had not complied with ICAO Annex 14, Volume 1 Standard,
which mandated that all structures in operational areas shall be frangible.

o afaror HINAT A AR AT 7 ICAO JHe[aer 14, YA 1 ATeA &l Ulelel 61
fora, foret weft wRaemat & bfesrad (geat av) e Jraeas drr 3T A
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e Yet, ICAO gave South Korea a clean chit during audits.
o fT &t ICAO @ gf@or &It A 3iifde # Feflw e g &1

e The Korean jet’s digital flight data recorder was also blank for the last four
minutes.

o FINIE e F1 Bfoecd raEe 3 RFET it 3ifaw aIx Aae & Qv Rea
1|

« Incidents in Bengaluru, Tiruchi ST, fasfar & geamd

e OnJanuary 7, 2022, two Indigo flights (one bound for Kolkata and the other for
Bhubaneswar) were cleared for take-off simultaneously from parallel runways at
Bengaluru airport.

o 7 Fea{ 2022 F, A 3 3TN (T FrAHIAT IR qE@Y PaAE & foIT) &I
AT §ATE IS W FHK @9 & TH FIT HIAH A aregAfar & 7§
e It was a narrow escape for both planes.
o Al RAE & fAv g8 ve whor TuT i)

e Theincident came to light during a safety audit, as neither the airline nor air traffic
control reported the matter.

o IE HET TF F&T Hif3T & Rer o IS, Hifh o At vawanse R T @
TR ¢ Feld A U AHA AT RS F

e On October 11, 2024, an Air India Express flight from Tiruchirappalli to Sharjah
experienced hydraulic failure.

o 11 3raFEaY 2024 F, fasfRTaedl § ARSE AR arelt TR AT vEERw 33
H grsifae Rwadar ans|

o The flight circled for nearly three hours before landing, but the captain was hailed
as a hero, despite poor judgment in not making an immediate overweight landing.

o e & oersrer e €2 9% ga1 H IR AT, JAfhed FedieT Y SR T fa=T
T, Safe 38| gl Aawae dff 7w e ooty o

e This is another example of people with no aviation knowledge influencing
investigations.

o TE UHh IR 3eor § foF hd Rees A & Qe anr s & gsnfaa #1
aha gl
e The mid-air tragedy should open the eyes of the travelling public about how safety
is being compromised.

o fAE-TER TG TfxAt Fr I @l @fRT 6 F/ geaT & wEStar A e
@1 B
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Why is Adani Green’s power plant in northern Sri Lanka controversial? What are the environmental concerns linked to it? What did current President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake promise before he was elected? Why did the Chairman of the Ceylon Electricity Board resign?

|GS Paper Ii: India-Sri Lanka |

EXPLAINER

Meera Srinivasan

The story so far:
n January 24, news agency
AFP reported that Sri Lanka
revoked a 2024 power
purchasing agreement signed
with Adani Green Energy Limited. A Sri
Lankan official told the agency that while
the project itself had not been cancelled,
the government has appointed a
committee to review it. The Adani Group
“categorically denied” cancellation of the
project. The move drew attention, with
many in Sri Lanka flagging President
Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s pre-poll
pledge to cancel the “corrupt” project
that has been mired in controversy from
the time it was approved.

What is Dissanayake’s position?

In its latest clarification, the Dissanayake
government has said that there is no
decision to cancel the project, but that it
would renegotiate a lower rate of power
purchase with the firm. Cabinet
Spokesman Nalinda Jayatissa stated that
the government is seeking a lower tariff
that is below six cents per kilowatt-hour
(kWh), instead of the formerly agreed rate
of 8.26 cents per kWh.

The Minister’s announcement stood
out, since the Dissanayake government in
October 2024 told the Supreme Court, in
an ongoing case, that it would reconsider
the approval granted by the previous
government to the Adani Group for the
wind power project.

Furthermore, Mr. Dissanayake and his
party have in the past underscored the
need for a competitive bid. “We welcome
foreign capital, including from the private
sector. But all investments should come
through a fair tender process,” Mr.
Dissanayake told The Hindu in September
2024. “If the government had gone for a
fair tender process, we could have got it
for half the price,” he said in the
interview.

X\ /

Still raging: Former President Gotabaya Rajapaksa with Adani group Chairman Gautam Adani.

What is the project?

Adani Green Energy Limited is to build a
wind power plant project in the Mannar
and Pooneryn towns in Sri Lanka’s
northern province, investing $442
million. According to Sri Lankan
authorities, the project is expected to add
at least 350 MW to the island’s national
grid by 2025.

In October 2021, Adani Group
chairman Gautam Adani visited Colombo
and called on then President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, weeks after his company
sealed a deal with State-owned Sri Lanka
Ports Authority (SLPA) to develop and run
the strategic Colombo Port’s Western
Container Terminal, which is currently
proceeding. At that time, officials of the
Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB) told media
that the Group also “explored the
possibility of investing in Sri Lanka’s wind
and renewable energy sector”.

When was the project approved?

In March 2022, the CEB signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with
Adani Green for the wind energy project,
but the development was kept under
wraps. It was a report in the local Sunday
Times that brought the move to light. Ever
since, the project has remained in the
spotlight, amid dramatic developments
on the island. The Gotabaya Rajapaksa
administration came under fierce attack
from the Opposition, for “choosing” the
Adani Group for the project without
calling for competitive bids, and
bypassing due process. The Group’s “back
door” entry into Sri Lanka’s energy sector
disrupted the country’s competitive
electricity generation system, the main
opposition party Samagi Jana Balawegaya
contended, accusing the government of
“pampering” Prime Minister Narendra

| Modi’s “notorious friends”.

In June 2022, Chairman of the CEB
M.M.C. Ferdinando resigned, days after
he told a parliamentary panel that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had “pressured”
Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
to clear the Adani Group project.
Meanwhile, Sri Lanka experienced a
crushing financial meltdown, owing to an
acute twin deficit problem. As a result,
Mr. Gotabaya was dramatically ousted
from office by a citizens’ uprising,
following which former Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe took his place in
July 2022, even as the crisis endured.

There was renewed thrust on bringing
in foreign investment in to the country to
rebuild its battered economy. In February
2023, Sri Lanka’s Board of Investment
approved a project to set up two wind
power plants in northern Sri Lanka, with
a $442 million investment from Adani
Green Energy Limited. The two wind
power plants — 250 MW capacity in
Mannar and 100 MW in Pooneryn — were
scheduled to be commissioned in two
years, and the project would generate
around 2,000 new jobs, the Board had
announced. Despite U.S. short seller
Hindenburg accusing the Adani Group of
serious corruption in January that year,
then Foreign Minister Ali Sabry told The
Hindu that Colombo sees the Adani
projects in Sri Lanka as a “government to
government kind of deal” and was
confident of their future. In May 2024,
President Wickremesinghe’s Cabinet
cleared a proposal to purchase power at
$0.0826, or 8.26 cents, per kWh from
Adani Green Energy.

Why are locals opposing the project?
Residents of Mannar have been raising
concerns over the project’s likely impact
on a crucial bird corridor in the region
and on the livelihoods of local fisherfolk.
Environmentalists, too, are opposing the
plant. The Central Asian Flyway, an
important migration route for many
waterbird species, runs through Mannar.
Last year, multiple petitioners challenged
the Adani wind power project. The next
hearing of the case is scheduled in March.

Under the scanner: Adani’s project in Sri Lanka
ST & RN #: sliddr & rsElt i aRISEr

e On January 24, news agency AFP reported that Sri Lanka revoked a 2024 power
purchasing agreement signed with Adani Green Energy Limited. However, the
project itself had not been cancelled, and a committee was appointed to review it.

24 A8 HT AR Tl AFP o RAie frar o sfireiar o 2024 & 3l i wersit
ﬁlﬁé‘s’%ﬂﬁﬁaﬁuﬁam@aaﬁ@wﬁm gretifeh, IRAISTAT FF WG
81 foram ara, afce saeh @eeT & fov vw wfafa fagea 6 73

e The Adani Group “categorically denied” cancellation of the project.

IS A A 56 IRAGT F WG 3 @ ¥ T ¥ AR 4w

THE GIST

v

In March 2022, the CEB signed
2 Memorandum of
Understanding with Adani
Green for the wind energy
project, but the development
was kept under wraps. It was a
report in the local Sunday
Times that brought the move
to light. Ever since, the project
has remained in the spotlight.

v

In February 2023, Sri Lanka's
Board of Investment approved
a project to set up two wind
power plants in northern Sri
Lanka, with a $442 million
investment from Adani Green
Energy Limited. The two wind
power plants — 250 MW
capacity in Mannar and 100
MW in Pooneryn — were
scheduled to be commissioned
in two years.

v

The Central Asian Flyway, an
important migration route for
many waterbird species, runs
through Mannar.
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The move gained attention as many in Sri Lanka recalled President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake’s pre-poll pledge to cancel the “corrupt” project, which has been
controversial since approval.

5 FeHA o e I fhar Fifh sieinr & £ ool A AUl T FART
fBueaF & gaa (@ ag # ag R, S e 5 “orse” Rl # Eg w
T a1 e A, ST AU & a1 F & et # @ g

What is Dissanayake’s position?

fTaeEE i F=r fRufa 22

The Dissanayake government clarified that there is no decision to cancel the project
but that it would renegotiate a lower power purchase rate with Adani Green Energy.

RBEed R ¥ Fase fFar i aRASE H g F6 F1 fS Aok a8 o
gfceh TR faraay sl @dig @ W goAfdar HEm|

Cabinet Spokesman Nalinda Jayatissa stated that the government wants a tariff
below six cents per kilowatt-hour (kWh) instead of the formerly agreed 8.26 cents
per kWh.

e yaFar afder sadwT A wgr & WA ga & FgAa 8.26 ¥e wfa kwh #r &
¥ 999 6 ¥ 9fd kWh & Fa1 1 G T &

In October 2024, the Dissanayake government told the Supreme Court that it would
reconsider the approval granted by the previous government to Adani’s wind power
project.

FagaY 2024 A, FBUEF WFER & HH FE F gam & a5 Ao Twa R @mr
e & qaa St aRASEr 1 § ¥ AN W gAfdER Ff
Dissanayake and his party have emphasized the need for a competitive bid.

RaErd 3 3 9t S yfaevuteas Afer fr sragsar W AR A g

In September 2024, Dissanayake told The Hindu that if a fair tender process was
followed, the cost could have been half the price.

R 2024 #, oS &g R sarr & afe sfa @fRer afwar soers s, ar
RIS et FFa 7 ared i T TFA AN

What is the project?
I RS Far 872

Adani Green Energy Limited is building a wind power plant in Mannar and
Pooneryn towns in Sri Lanka’s northern province, investing $442 million.

Tl e uarslt fAfAes e & 3% Wid & #Aear AR @R e # gaer Far

@I TG &Y W@ &, T99s $442 Afegs &1 a9 fFar i &
The project is expected to add at least 350 MW to Sri Lanka’s national grid by 2025.
Ig IRASTAT 2025 a% sfiedT & TET I3 & &7 F FA 350 MW s AT 351G ¢
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In October 2021, Adani Group chairman Gautam Adani visited Colombo and met
with then-President Gotabaya Rajapaksa after signing a deal to develop and operate
the Western Container Terminal at Colombo Port.

e 2021 &, WS W F IreAaT Aaw WS o Frerar FT GRT BT 3R Teprelle
eyl MTARAT IASTIR A HlThl I, ST 3eTehl el o Hreral NE F d¥ead Fead

efiaa & oo 3R Tare &1 gaslar )

At that time, Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB) officials stated that Adani was exploring
investment opportunities in Sri Lanka’s wind and renewable energy sector.

39 gAY, Wil safFefdd 9IS (CEB) & JfAFIRAT T Fgr fF 313 sheer & gaet
i adtwoiiT FaT & & AU F 3qEA Fr Jenr F TET ATl

When was the project approved?

TR B Fa A Al

In March 2022, the Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Adani Green for the wind energy project, but the
development was kept under wraps.

AT 2022 A, Wil AR 15 (CEB) & e A & AT qasT FAT TRANST &
o gaglar A9er (MoU) W &R fohv, dfthed 3 faehd 1 e T@m arm|
A report in the local Sunday Times revealed the project, bringing it into the spotlight.

TITH |3 T5H &l Toh RUIE & 58 IRASTAT &1 Goardar o, foad g giraar &
3T TS|

The Gotabaya Rajapaksa administration faced severe criticism from the
Opposition for awarding the project to Adani Group without competitive bidding and
bypassing due process.

METETAT A9 YATH FT ATeT F F AT FT THAT FIAT IST Fhifeh 5T
RS FI faer gfaeaeiens atet & sl @ # |iv R w3k sRa afea
T UTelel Agr fopar aram|

The main opposition party, Samagi Jana Balawegaya, accused the government of
allowing Adani’s "backdoor" entry into Sri Lanka’s energy sector, disrupting the
competitive electricity generation system.

&g el ardl, gamel S FeEman, F WER W IEE # e qEe & Adaw
F FoIT &F A yar 3 3R vfaeadf fasre Icureer gomely &1 affa & &1 3T
JTaAT|

Why did the Chairman of the Ceylon Electricity Board resign?
diee safFefAd a3 & regsr o gedier 41 &=
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In June 2022, CEB Chairman M.M.C. Ferdinando resigned days after he told a
parliamentary panel that Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi "pressured" Sri
Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to approve the Adani Group project.

S 2022 #, CEB & 3rewet wA.vAH. GiEais o gedlier & fan, 5o & & o o/«
3ogie HEAT WIATY T Jdrr 6 6Ra F guerER aig A F Ao & et
MeTETAT ASTqaT T AT WA HT TRASAT F Al A T gara 7|

What happened next?
$F ¢ FIT gamm?

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka experienced a crushing financial meltdown due to an acute
twin deficit problem.

ST ST, #eiepr T AR AT Tehe T ATHAT FIAT I3T, ST &lgY "Ie T THATAT
hIRUT §3-1T|

As a result, Gotabaya Rajapaksa was dramatically ousted from office following a
citizens' uprising.

g% IRUTHTIRY, MEERT A9 F1 TF JAQaE & 916 a1 @ g1 &ar 2w

Former Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe took office as President in July 2022,
even as the crisis continued.

qd wuresEr faer fwafde o Jar 2022 # wsgafa 9 gor B, grelife deae
ST TET|

In February 2023, Sri Lanka’s Board of Investment approved a project to set up two
wind power plants in northern Sri Lanka with a $442 million investment from Adani
Green Energy Limited.

HEN 2023 H, AeierT & AT a1 F $442 AfIT AT & U 307 et & S g
FoAT AT HT FATAT H A &, O 3zt A werslt AfAes canr g e fear

ITT|

The two wind power plants—250 MW in Mannar and 100 MW in Pooneryn—were
scheduled to be commissioned in two years, generating around 2,000 jobs.

al 99« Fall §IT—250 AIMEE AR H 3R 100 AImare (@fiter A—ar auf & fiaw
are] 81t & 31 SEA @ 2,000 AR Yo gl A 3FAE ol

Despite U.S. short seller Hindenburg accusing the Adani Group of serious
corruption in January 2023, then Foreign Minister Ali Sabry said Sri Lanka viewed
Adani projects as a "government-to-government" deal and remained confident
about their future.

SeTadl 2023 F AN AT o st qary sl T W 7R srser@r & 3R
AT & STaolG, deehlollel fager HA 3relt Faq o7 gl T Alorent arswelt aRAS=3T
"THER ¥ TWHR & T Fler Aear § 31R 309 afasy i o 3meaea 1

In May 2024, President Wickremesinghe’s Cabinet approved a proposal to purchase
power at $0.0826 (8.26 cents) per kWh from Adani Green Energy.
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7§ 2024 #, Teeufa RFARY & #ARFAzT 7 33l e vast @ $0.0826 (8.26 We)
gfa kwh #t a7 @ fasrelt @fieat & gedma & FAoplt &

Why are locals opposing the project?

T @1 38 IRASET &1 Ay F74t #:X W|@ 8§

e Residents of Mannar have raised concerns over the project’s impact on a crucial bird
corridor and local fisherfolk’s livelihoods.

HeaR & faaf@al s g0 TR & ve Agcaqeh walt afdan 3ik vyl Agamt #i
HTSAFHT I T1T A o iar s Bl

e Environmentalists are also opposing the plant due to its location in the Central Asian
Flyway, an important migration route for many waterbird species.

wfarorfael & off 5@ €37 &1 O frar § ifer a8 dea o warda & fRud &,
N FE STaqe yefadat F AT AT H 37aT B

e Last year, multiple petitioners challenged the Adani wind power project.

oo ay, # FfRFFAST § HEEN 9T FAT TRAST F Iered F et &

e The next hearing of the case is scheduled in March.

3H A HT 3eTel Yorars AT F fAuiRa i a1 B

On the appointment of
ad-hoc judges to High Courts

What did the Supreme Court order? Have such appointments been made previously? What did the rule set in

the Lok Prahari judgment state? What does Article 224-A mandate?

[GS Paper II: High Court |
Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
o address the growing backlog
of criminal cases, the Supreme
Court on January 30, allowed
High Courts to appoint retired
judges on an ad-hoc basis, provided they
hear only criminal appeals as part of a
Bench led by a sitting judge. A Bench of
Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sanjiv Khanna
and Justices B.R. Gavai and Surya Kant
relaxed a rule set in Lok Prahari Through
Its General Secretary S.N. Shukla IAS
(Retd.) vs Union of India (2021), which had
limited such appointments to High Courts
where judicial vacancies exceeded 20% of
the sanctioned strength.

How are ad-hoc judges appointed?
Article 224-A, introduced by the
Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act,
1963, allows the appointment of retired

judges to High Courts on an ad-hoc basis.
Such appointments require the consent of
both the retired judge and the President
of India. These judges receive allowances
as determined by the President’s order
and exercise the same jurisdiction,
powers, and privileges as a sitting High
Court judge. The detailed procedure for
such appointments is outlined in the 1998
Memorandum of Procedure (MoP).

‘When are such appointments made?
In Lok Prahari, the Court identified
specific circumstances that could warrant
the appointment of ad-hoc judges in
certain High Courts. At the time, nearly
40% of judicial positions across all High
Courts were vacant. The Court also
referred to Law Commission reports from
1979, 1988, and 2003, which advocated
for the temporary appointment of retired
judges as an effective measure to address
the mounting backlog of cases. However,

the Supreme Court expressed concerns
that Article 224A could result in “inaction
in making recommendations” for regular
judicial appointments. Consequently, the
Court clarified that ad-hoc judges can
only be appointed when
recommendations for filling less than 20%
of vacancies have not been made, after
considering both the number of sitting
judges and the pending proposals for
judicial appointments.

The Court outlined several “trigger
points” for such appointments, although
the list is not exhaustive. These include —
1) if vacancies in a High Court exceed 20%
of its sanctioned strength; 2) if cases ina
specific category have been pending for
more than five years; 3) if more than 10%
of the High Court’s cases are pending for
over five years; 4) if the case disposal rate
is lower than the rate at which new cases
are filed (case clearance rate). The Court
also recommended that each Chief Justice

form a panel of retired judges, along with
soon-to-retire judges, for appointments.

What does the latest order say?
The CJI-led Bench noted that, as of
January 25, there are 62 lakh pending
cases across High Courts, according to
data from the National Judicial Data Grid.
Of these, over 18.2 lakh are criminal
cases, while more than 44 lakh are civil
cases. To tackle this growing pendency,
the Court decided to set aside the
condition laid down in Lok Prahari, which
permitted the appointment of ad-hoc
judges only when judicial vacancies
exceeded 20% of the sanctioned strength.
It further ruled that ad-hoc judges can
only hear criminal appeals. Additionally,
the number of ad-hoc judges cannot
exceed 10% of a High Court’s sanctioned
judicial strength, meaning each High
Court can have only 2 to 5 such
appointments.

Have there been prior instances?
There have only been three documented
instances of ad-hoc judicial appointments.
In 1972, Justice Suraj Bhan was appointed
to the Madhya Pradesh High Court shortly
after his retirement to adjudicate election
petitions. Justice P. Venugopal was
similarly appointed to the Madras High
Court in 1982. More recently, in 2007,
Justice O.P. Srivastava was appointed to
the Allahabad High Court to preside over
the Ayodhya title suits.

On the appointment of ad-hoc judges to High Courts
3od FAETerdl 7 eyt ATt fr AgFa w

What did the Supreme Court order?

THE GIST

v

ABench of Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Sanjiv Khanna and
Justices B.R. Gavai and Surya
Kant relaxed a rule setin Lok
Prahari Through Its General
Secretary S.N. Shukla IAS
(Retd.) vs Union of india (2021).

v

The CJI-led Bench noted that,
as of January 25, there are 62
lakh pending cases across High
Courts, according to data from
the National Judicial Data Grid.

hd

To tackle this growing
pendency, the Court decided to
set aside the condition laid
down in Lok Prahari, which
permitted the appointment of
ad-hoc judges only when
judicial vacancies exceeded
20% of the sanctioned
strength.
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FolleT FIE o F47 3meer e

On January 30, 2025, the Supreme Court allowed High Courts to appoint retired
judges on an ad-hoc basis, provided they hear only criminal appeals as part of a
Bench led by a sitting judge.

30 Sttt 2025 I, A HIC o Iod FARTAAL T JaTiaAga warareia o Feurf 3R
W AgFa A &1 AT &Y, e 6 d dhael JTRIAE Irdfidl H goaars w 3R T
%gﬁmﬁﬁ&raﬁryﬁaﬂmﬁmﬁl

A Bench of CJI Sanjiv Khanna, Justice B.R. Gavai, and Justice Surya Kant relaxed
arule set in the Lok Prahari judgment (2021), which had limited such appointments
to High Courts where judicial vacancies exceeded 20% of the sanctioned strength.

HET ~rArer Fsflg @eatl, 7 dLAR. as, AR ~ArAfd ghdaa & de 3 o@w
Tedr ATy (2021) #F sAT v FIE Fr RS FT &2, St Fad 37 3Tg AT
A eyl fgfeaar &1 segafa aar or ser=afs RiFaar 200 & sfaw o

How are ad-hoc judges appointed?

FEUrRT =T  FgEa F4 A §

Article 224-A, introduced by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 1963,
allows the appointment of retired judges to High Courts on an ad-hoc basis.

ITede 224-A, ford wfee (Jegar weer) rferfamme, 1963 g@arr er fRar @ A,
Jarfagd il F IFARE HUR W ITT FAEeat A g w6 h A
&ar &l

Such appointments require the consent of both the retired judge and the President
of India.

U fgfeadt & fou farfaga ~amamher Ak g & wseafa Q= A weaAfa
3TERTF gl

These judges receive allowances as determined by the President and exercise the
same jurisdiction, powers, and privileges as a sitting High Court judge.

& Fgrareher sgufa gant fAUiRa s/ ared R § 3R 4 gU ITT AT &
=Rmelt F TAE IER, aFTAr IR AANRER @ §

The 1998 Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) outlines the detailed procedure for such
appointments.

1998 & wfthar AaeT (MoP) # 3o fagfaraat & fov fawqa ufFardr o &

When are such appointments made?

e et wa & oeh §2
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In the Lok Prahari judgment (2021), the Supreme Court identified specific conditions
where ad-hoc judges can be appointed.

arF gedr favkr (2021) #, g\ 1 A Fo AT aREATAT Fa1g, o= e
waraefiert & fAgferd & ST Fehdr B

At the time, nearly 40% of judicial positions across all High Courts were vacant.
39 A, @t 3T FaETeal F ST 40% F 1k 9 @relt o)

The Court also referred to Law Commission reports from 1979, 1988, and 2003,
which advocated for temporary appointments of retired judges to handle case
backlog.

3ETerd = 1979, 1988 3iT 2003 &Y fafer amaer #ir Ruret & o garer oo, Saa
AAA & SFHANT F FA A F AU Qarfaga Farmeiet v srearh @AgiFa &
RAmer #r 15 o
The Court specified “trigger points” for appointments:
3rered o fagfaaat & fv fer didew au few

o Ifvacancies in a High Court exceed 20% of the sanctioned strength.

afe R 3Ta ~a e & 20% @ e RfFaat &l
o If cases in a specific category have been pending for over 5 years.

gfe; foret Rfse Aol & A 5 99 @ I0F 7T F &fR@a &
o If morethan 10% of High Court cases are pending for over 5 years.

i 10% ¥ 30F 3oa FET F AAS 5 A F J0F AT F dfed il
o Ifthe case disposal rate is lower than the case filing rate.

I ATHAET & AYSH 6T &, AT ATHAT 6 TR FIA T & d FA G

What does the latest order say?

AdTdH TS A FAT FHgl AT g7

The CJl-led Bench noted that, as of January 25, 2025, there are 62 lakh pending
cases across High Courts, according to National Judicial Data Grid.

AET ~AAHer $T HEFeTdr arelt 916 TAAT & 25 SAadl 2025 T, T +A1RAH
3T fIZ & 3[R, 62 9 AW 3=d FARTEAl # afaq g
Of these, 18.2 lakh are criminal cases, while 44 lakh are civil cases.

S ¥ 18.2 9@ ITWIAF AHS 3R 44 @ awt A £

To address this, the Court removed the 20% vacancy condition set in Lok Prahari
and ruled that ad-hoc judges can only hear criminal appeals.

ST THEIT A ol el & aT, 3erad & e ggd & AuiRa 200 RFT i o ger
Y 3R 3meer fear o sreurl Farmeier Faw srquftE adat i goas w3

The number of ad-hoc judges cannot exceed 10% of a High Court’s sanctioned
strength, meaning each High Court can have only 2 to 5 such appointments.
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et =t F wEar R 3T FmaTey Y T e aHar F 10% & At
e @ Wehell, AT I AF IoT AT H Fad 2 @ 5 AgfFaat & e §

Have there been prior instances?

T wE o el Pyt g &

e There have been only three documented instances of ad-hoc judicial appointments.
3 dF Fad diet IR AR Faide AgfEaar gor i a8 g

e In 1972, Justice Suraj Bhan was appointed to the Madhya Pradesh High Court to
adjudicate election petitions.

1972 &, TSt IS AT I AET YU 3o AT H Gara Afaaiat i gorars &
fore fagerd foram aram o

e 1In 1982, Justice P. Venugopal was appointed to the Madras High Court.
1982 &, FargHfet Y. JUETS B A 3T FARTAT H g fhar arm

e In 2007, Justice O.P. Srivastava was appointed to the Allahabad High Court to
preside over the Ayodhya title suits.

2007 &, =arEfet 3.9 sfiareda F goTEEG ITU FAEEE A AT A A
gAars & v f@gerd foham amm o
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No word from govt.
~on US. cancelling
Chabahar waiver

GS Paper II: India-West Asia

NEW DELHI

A day after U.S. President
Donald Trump signed an
order that could impose
sanctions on India for its
investment in Iran’s Chaba-
har port, the Union go-
vernment on Thursday re-
mained silent regarding
the order and its
implications.

The U.S. order, titled the
‘National Security Presi-
dential Memorandum’,
specifically named the port
as it called for “maximum
economic pressure” on the
[ranian government, di-
recting U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio and U.S.
Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent to cut off Iran’s re-
course to all funds, includ-
ing through oil exports,
ports, and ancillary busi-
nesses.

Mr. Trump told repor-
ters that he has left direc-
tions that in case of his as-
sassination, Iran should be
“totally obliterated™ if it is
found responsible.

Sanctions waivers
“The Secretary of State
shall modify or rescind
sanctions waivers, particu-
larly those that provide
Iran any degree of eco-
nomic or financial relief,
including those related to
Iran’s Chabahar port pro-
ject,” says the order. India
has developed the Shahid
Beheshti Terminal at the
Chabahar port under a
2016 trilateral agreement
with Iran and Afghanistan.
“The Treasury Secre-
tary will also issue gui-
dance for all relevant busi-
ness sectors - including
shipping, insurance, and
port operators - about the
risks to any person that
knowingly violates U.S.
sanctions with respect to
Iran or an Iranian terror

proxy,” added a fact-sheet

Aview of the Shahid Beheshti
Terminal in Chabahar port, Iran
with cargo ships. GETTY IMAGES

on the order, also issued by
the White House.

New lobbying effort

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) declined to
respond to requests for a
comment on the U.Ss lat-
est threat, that came even
as the U.S. deported a mili-
tary plane-load of illegal In-
dian immigrants back to
India. The Chabahar issue
is expected to be discussed
when Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi travels to
Washington to meet with
Mr. Trump between Febru-
ary 12 and 14. Officials said
that the Trump order re-
quired a full study by New
Delhi, as well as discus-
sions on how best to lobby
with the new U.S. adminis-
tration for another waiver.

During his previous te-
nure, Mr. Trump had
walked out of the Iran nu-
clear deal (officially known
as the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action or
JCPOA) and imposed a
number of sanctions on
Iran, but granted India a
waiver from sanctions over
the development of Chaba-
har in “support of Afghan-
istan’s economic growth
and development, as well
as [the U.S’s] close part-
nership with India™.

India acceded to Mr.
Trump’s demand that it
“zero out” all oil exports
from Iran, causing a con-
siderable loss to Indian
refineries.
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No word from govt. on U.S. cancelling
Chabahar waiver

HARST ggRT AMER FE g FA W
TAIHR T AT F HIg AT JAgl

U.S. Sanctions Threat Over India's Investment in Chabahar
Port

IeER 91 # 9RT & A3 W 3ARFT F yfqeul &1 @

. A day after U.S. President Donald Trump signed an order
that could impose sanctions on India for its investment in Iran’s
Chabahar port, the Union government on Thursday remained
silent regarding the order and its implications.

IARNF Tegufar 68 €T garT TEER 9 H HRT & AT )
yfaEe oellel &7 3G QU S & U feeT 1, I[%aR &

WHN $H e 3N 360G gH&E ) 9 B

. The U.S. order, titled the ‘National Security Presidential
Memorandum’, specifically named the port as it called for
“maximum economic pressure” on the Iranian government,
directing U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio and U.S.
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent to cut off Iran’s access to all
funds, including through oil exports, ports, and ancillary
businesses.

AR e, forwer e or wsd geam wseufay AT,
Q¢ FT [AAY & F A1 for Fife sg7 T WAR |
“HfFad nAF @@ st ¥ a1 75 A, 3R IARE
fager #it ARt Fear qur AR e #f e T@ve W
1 Tl hed I qgT A Achel b1 fcler feam I o, e
aa g, ¢ 3R Tee caaar anfAd

. Mr. Trump told reporters that he has left directions that in
case of his assassination, Iran should be “totally obliterated” if
it is found responsible.

TFT A TAHRT F Fgl & 3R 3aH g1 gt §, af T Y
“qoff aE @ ave” w Ar s wifye, afe 9w SFAeR arn
ST 2

. Sanctions waivers: “The Secretary of State shall modify

or rescind sanctions waivers, particularly those that provide Iran
any degree of economic or financial relief, including those
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related to Iran’s Chabahar port project,” says the order.

yfaeet #r ge: gy #N w1 AT §0 & 37 gl @ FART A1 TRET S AT
ST & @ R o g Fr anfieE ar B ted Yo T § T gieeR 9

Rt @ weftd ©¢ anfAe 8, 3meer A g = g
e India has developed the Shahid Beheshti Terminal at the Chabahar port under a 2016
trilateral agreement with Iran and Afghanistan.

R o &0 31X rmenfaedreT & I 2016 Refr ¥oa=ld & dgd TegrR 1€ W afRe
el effee Rsfaa o &

e “The Treasury Secretary will also issue guidance for all relevant business sectors —
including shipping, insurance, and port operators — about the risks to any person that
knowingly violates U.S. sanctions with respect to Iran or an Iranian terror proxy,” added
a fact-sheet on the order, also issued by the White House.

‘e 70 Tt Fefra caaR et & forw ARlgee ST T - Sieter R, dier, 3ii
9 TR nfAe § - 3R 3 ol & fav S St AR faaet @1 sodws
A &, TR ST AT AT ATl & TGl H,” IS W T J2T-u7 H Sar
T, Si SgTSE F13W GaNT SR foham aram |

e The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) declined to respond to requests for a comment

on the U.S.’s latest threat, that came even as the U.S. deported a military plane-load of
illegal Indian immigrants back to India.

fager #aTe T (MEA)
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SC gives charge of kabaddi
federation to governing body

Top court commends Justice Garg for ensuring transparency in the AKFI, asks the federation

to prepare the women’s team for the Senior Asian Kabaddi Championship to be hosted by Iran

[GS Paper II: Governance |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Thursday re-
quested the former

Delhi High Court judge Jus-
tice S.P. Garg (retd) to hand
over charge of the Amateur
Kabaddi Federation of In-
dia (AKFI) to a governing
body elected in December
2023.

The court directed the
federation, which is recog-
nised by the Union Sports
Ministry, to facilitate the
selection and conditioning
of the women’s team set to
participate in the Senior
Asian Kabaddi Champion-
ship to be hosted by Iran
from February 20 to 25.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and N. Kotiswar
Singh commended Justice
Garg, who was appointed
the administrator of the
AKFI by an order of the
Delhi High Court, for ush-
ering in transparency and
reforms in the sport’s
administration.

The apex court ordered
the handing over of the
reins and compliance with
its order by February 11. It
sought a compliance re-
port to be filed by the AKFI
in the next court hearing

Players participating in senior kabaddi selections in Sangareddy
district in Telangana in November. MOHAMMAD ARIF

on March 3, when counsel
of the governing body must
be present in court.

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta appeared for the
Centre, while senior advo-
cates Gopal Sankarana-
rayanan and Menaka Gu-
ruswamy and advocate
Sravan Kumar represented
veteran players.

Conditioning camp

During the hearing, senior
advocate K. Parameshwar,
appearing for the women
players Priyanka and Poo-
ja, submitted there was an
immediate need for “con-

a1 Fgl

ditioning camp”. The se-
nior advocate informed
the court that even the se-
lection of the team had
been in limbo.

The court said that with
the entrustment of the AK-
FI administration with its
governing body, the Inter-
national Kabaddi Federa-
tion (IKF) must abide by its
positive assurance in a Fe-
bruary 6 letter to allow the
Indian team to participate
in the upcoming cham-
pionships. Mr. Sankarana-
rayanan urged the court to
bring the Constitution of
the AKFI in consonance

with the National Sports
Code of India, 2011, and to
conduct fresh elections.
The Bench clarified that
handing over the charge of
the AKFI to the governing
body did not, by default,
mean that the court had al-
ready recognised it. The ar-
rangement was described
by Justice Kant as “ad hoc”.
In the previous hearing
on February 4, the court
had directed Mr. Mehta to
find out whether the elec-
toral roll of the AKFI was
valid and transparent, and
if the State units were re-
presented by genuinely

elected or nominated
persons.
The court had in the ear-

lier hearing also made
clear its intention to exa-
mine allegations of opaci-
ty, monopoly and corrup-
tion against individuals,
including the family of a
former Rajasthan Minister,
Janardhan Singh Gehlot,
who had run the AKFI for
decades, culminating in
the loss of its IKF affilia-
tion. It had asked Mr. Meh-
ta to explore diplomatic
channels for the resolution
of the conflict regarding
the recognition of sports
associations, most urgently
the AKFIL.

SC gives charge of
kabaddi federation
to governing body

gHHA FIE A Fagd
HAETHE FT YHR
Iafesr Y & FiT
fea

Top court commends
Justice Garg for ensuring
transparency in the AKFI,
asks the federation to
prepare the women’s team
for the Senior Asian
Kabaddi Championship to
be hosted by Iran

ofiY srgTaa & AKFI &

e fRiar glafaa &= &

faw Fmsfd et fr qaEer
T, AEET ¥ T Y

A # @ arel AT
TR Fagd ARTART &
foaw afger &7 IR F==

Supreme Court Directs Transfer of AKFI Charge to New Governing Body

FAA FE F AKFI FT Tt AT afetar it 1 @i 1 wder fean

Address :
Email Id :

The Supreme Court on Thursday requested the former Delhi High Court judge
Justice S.P. Garg (retd) to hand over charge of the Amateur Kabaddi Federation of
India (AKFI) to a governing body elected in December 2023.

HEHH I o THAR HT 4 Reeh 30 FA-ET F AL FAfd v
(BaTioge) & IATAR Fagd BT HE AT (AKFI) &1 =reT RFaw 2023 & 6 718
ITGfeAaT ST T AT T 3 fohar|
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e The court directed the federation, which is recognised by the Union Sports Ministry, to
facilitate the selection and conditioning of the women’s team set to participate in the
Senior Asian Kabaddi Championship to be hosted by Iran from February 20 to 25.

FIE o WA H, T FET @ HAGT <RI AITT TITd §, ARG O F =99 3R
FAART H A F &1 AT BT, TRT F 20 @ 25 BEN doh gley ey AT
e Fagst ARIART A s A9 arelr g

e A Bench of Justices Surya Kant and N. Kotiswar Singh commended Justice Garg,
who was appointed the administrator of the AKFI by an order of the Delhi High Court,
for ushering in transparency and reforms in the sport’'s administration.

A qF Fid 3R v, Fferar g dw S =Afd w=F f que @, G
ool 3o =TT & I F AKFI FT 9 fAgerd fham ar ar, 3R 3ol W
IR & IRERIAT 3R UR ol & fAT Jetehr argeAr |

e The apex court ordered the handing over of the reins and compliance with its order by
February 11. It sought a compliance report to be filed by the AKFI in the next court
hearing on March 3, when counsel of the governing body must be present in court.

M 31eTerd o 11 BRE T TAGTT FEATAROT 3R 39T 3G T UTeleT A T TG
feaT| 38T AKFI & 3r9Tel HIE FeAdTs # 3 A 1 T Je]dTelel RUIE alflel el
HIIT HT, S Iafeter SIS & Tl I HIC H 3IRYA &l ge|

e Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta appeared for the Centre, while senior advocates
Gopal Sankaranarayanan and Menaka Guruswamy and advocate Sravan Kumar
represented veteran players.

AIfARIET o qUR Agd &g H 3N § 39RUd gU, Safh aRwe aehrer aarer
HHIOTRIYOT, HOTHT ITEATAT, 3N Tehler HAT FAR o 37egerdl [@enfsat 1 gfafaieea
fera|

o During the hearing, senior advocate K. Parameshwar, appearing for the women players
Priyanka and Pooja, submitted there was an immediate need for a “conditioning
camp”.

geAdTS o aRIeT, aRTE Fohrel . AR, St Ao Qenfsar et iR qem T 3K &
e &Y W A, 7 “FHERrfAT FI A dohro TThT T H

e The senior advocate informed the court that even the selection of the team had been in
limbo.

IRES Il A PIC T G AT 6 g7 d6 6 EaF F1 99T o e g3 |

e The court said that with the entrustment of the AKFI administration with its governing
body, the International Kabaddi Federation (IKF) must abide by its positive assurance
in a February 6 letter to allow the Indian team to participate in the upcoming
championships.

FIE F FgT [ TT AKFI AT T 3HhT Idfeldr Srsr o ST AT 1=, Y Sexaersie
Fa33 FNAF (IKF) N 6 AT & 99 H HYAT HHRIcHS IMRET HI GTeled AT TR,
e el & &l 3Tl AT 7 o e AT AT S T ImRATE o
I AT
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e Mr. Sankaranarayanan urged the court to bring the Constitution of the AKFI in
consonance with the National Sports Code of India, 2011, and to conduct fresh

elections.

FHFIOTRIAOT & I { AKFI F FIRIUET &1 R F TET T F13, 2011 & 38T T

3R ST YATT T 3T H

e The Bench clarified that handing over the charge of the AKFI to the governing body did
not, by default, mean that the court had already recognised it. The arrangement was
described by Justice Kant as “ad hoc”.

i

Odisha joins States’
pitch for 50% share
of divisible tax pool

GS Paper II: Center State Relations Financial |
atyasun

BHUBANESWAR

Odisha has joined the
growing demand for the Fi-
nance Commission to raise
States’ share in India’s di-
visible tax pool to 50%,
from about 41% currently.
The Sixteenth Finance
Commission chairman Ar-
vind Panagariya acknow-
ledged the broader call by
many States for a higher
allocation.

The Constitutional pa-
nel, in Odisha from Febru-
ary 4 to 7 as part of its con-
sultation  process, has
discussed the criteria for
deciding the financial
needs and the devolution
formula with Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Majhi, political
leaders, trade bodies, ex-
perts and urban local
bodies.

“We have placed a de-
mand that States’ share in
the tax pool be enhanced
to 50%. Besides, the gross
tax income of Government
of India is distributed
among the States on the
basis of a defined formula.
Accordingly, share of Od-
isha stands at 4.528%. We
have demanded to en-
hance the share of Odisha
to 4.964%,” the Odisha CM
said.

Odisha also demanded
an increase in the central
share in the corpus of the
State Disaster Relief Fund
from 75% to 100%, as the
State faces frequent disas-
ters. The Odisha CM has
sought 12,59,148 Crore
from the Commission for
the five-year period from
2026-27 to 2030-31, noting
that “the funds will help
the State in steering the
roadmap to a Samruddha
(prosperous) Odisha by
2036

Acknowledging the
State’s demand, Mr. Pana-

| <

Mohan Majhi

gariya said, “We have re-
ceived requests from the
majority of States we visit-
ed to increase the State’s
share in the divisible pool
to 50%. However, a few
States indicated they could
manage if the share is
raised to at least 45%.”

Odisha pointed out that
the use of the entire popu-
lation as a determinant of
tax devolution (as differen-
tiated from the its use
purely for scaling purpos-
es) as a negative line of
thinking, because it de-
notes the entire population
is a liability.

“A better approximation
of the government liability
would be population share
modified by the share of
vulnerable population (say
SC and ST) and those re-
quiring special attention
(people above 80 years of
age and widows without
any support). We suggest
that such a modified popu-
lation variable be used in
the devolution formula in-
stead of the entire popula-
tion with a weight of 15%,”
the State government em-
phasised in its
presentation.

Moreover, the govern-
ment said that “using area
as a proxy for density of
population is incorrect be-
cause even smaller States
may be sparsely populat-
ed, while a State large in
size is not necessarily spar-
sely populated”.

Odisha joins States’ pitch for 50% share of
divisible tax pool

3f3em F Tt F Wy et Fnfaa 1 q@
# 50% e #T AFT H

Odisha Demands Higher Share in Finance Commission

3nfeenm A faw 3wl & 3=9 REF i "w9r

. Odisha has joined the growing demand for the Finance
Commission to raise States’ share in India’s divisible tax pool to 50%,
from about 41% currently.

AT A Sl g5 ART 7 WA gV e AT F R & fFsarerer
AT FI g A AT 7 FEAT 50% el 1 AT H g, S acddAeT H

TTITHIT 41% T

. The Sixteenth Finance Commission chairman Arvind
Panagariya acknowledged the broader call by many States for a higher
allocation.

dieed a9 AT & srewet 3RfE gAafedT o7 3T e Fr AT
FA aT Fs Tl T 9 HFT & THhR HaT)

. The Constitutional panel, in Odisha from February 4 to 7 as part
of its consultation process, has discussed the criteria for deciding the
financial needs and the devolution formula with Chief Minister Mohan
Majhi, political leaders, trade bodies, experts, and urban local bodies.

sfiufas S, T4 & 7 wRad & fSer & ol quAeT gfthar &
dgd T, A FEIHAN AlgeT AT, TsTellicieh AT, AR Tepra, faQr=it
3R el wuEhy Pert & @y T sraegesanit 3R et g7 w
Tar $

. “We have placed a demand that States’ share in the tax pool be
enhanced to 50%. Besides, the gross tax income of the Government of
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India is distributed among the States on the basis of a defined formula. Accordingly,
share of Odisha stands at 4.528%. We have demanded to enhance the share of Odisha
to 4.964%,” the Odisha CM said.

“GHa Tk HART T g T oAt &1 a1 50% deh 9611 STU| S8 3Telal, IR
WHR T Thel FT AT AT & T Toh IRANT g & 3R W fFaRa & swelr
€1 3% AR, ST &7 REAT 4.528% §1 §HeA JNTSAT T BEAT TG 4.964% FaA
hr AT T g AT F FgEgHEE A Fan|

o Odisha also demanded an increase in the central share in the corpus of the State
Disaster Relief Fund from 75% to 100%, as the State faces frequent disasters.

3NTSAT A ST ATUST WEd PV H FT BT A 75% A 100% Falat $r o Ar $r §,
FiTh IoT H IFE AIGIT 37T &1
e The Odisha CM has sought 212,59,148 Crore from the Commission for the five-year

period from 2026-27 to 2030-31, noting that “the funds will help the State in steering the
roadmap to a Samruddha (prosperous) Odisha by 2036.”

3N F FEIHA A 3MAT § 2026-27 F 2030-31 & 9T TN F AT ¥12,59,148 F3
T AT Y &, TE Al A §U R Tg B3 TS T 2036 Toh FHEY MBATH fe2m A
AT G H AcE HEMI”

o Acknowledging the State’s demand, Mr. Panagariya said, “We have received requests
from the majority of States we visited to increase the State’s share in the divisible pool to
50%. However, a few States indicated they could manage if the share is raised to at
least 45%.”

mﬁﬂmaﬁmﬁwaﬂﬁ?,sﬁqﬂmﬁm,“mmmarmﬁ
3y ured e €, et gaer al fanam 8, 6 @ faeerer O q@ o o & e
50% Teh SGT=1 T AT T & & BTeliich, & Asdl o Hehel T & afe e 1 e
H e 45% I S6IAT ST af d SH T Tohd gl

e Odisha pointed out that the use of the entire population as a determinant of tax

devolution (as differentiated from its use purely for scaling purposes) as a negative line
of thinking, because it denotes the entire population is a liability.

S A Ig FdR>T b AT TAOT & v QU STFAHEAT &1 39AT (ST Shael AT &
3ccedl & TIT 39T @ 3(eT §) Toh ASRIcHS | ol @M §, Fifh Ig U
STAHETT F AT & & F 2Tar gl

e “A better approximation of the government liability would be population share modified
by the share of vulnerable population (say SC and ST) and those requiring special
attention (people above 80 years of age and widows without any support). We
suggest that such a modified population variable be used in the devolution formula
instead of the entire population with a weight of 15%,” the State government emphasised
in its presentation.

“TXHRT S cd &SGR AT AAHEAT FER I HASIR SFTAGEAT (S8 SC 3R ST)
3R 39 A F BT O IfRa R R I IFar § See 9w g fir
3MTRTHRAT ¥ (K 80 ¥ ¥ ftrw 3y 3R Ryvrard Seredr #§ wavdar a1t §)1 &=
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geld &d ¢ T 36 g & ST Seaear aRueer 1 3uder f&aawor g9 & far
ST, &7 foh QY STeTEET &l 15% & #R & 1Y, T TWHR o I0el T # SR

e

e Moreover, the government said that “using area as a proxy for density of population is
incorrect because even smaller States may be sparsely populated, while a State large in
size is not necessarily sparsely populated.”

3G 37T, TIPR F Fgl b “STAEEIT Galcd & [T &F &7 39ANT Th FiFdr & &7
H I § TP S T M FF FA9EAT Uecd died & dohd g, Sidieh 3R & &7
T T 7787 &6 7 JI9GEIT gedca arelm &l

At least 80 killed as Army, militant outfit
clash in Sudan; UN warns of ‘catastrophe’

IGS Paper II: Africa

Agence France-Presse
PORT SUDAN

The United Nations
warned on Thursday that
two southern Sudan states
were “on the brink of ca-
tastrophe” after a recent
eruption of violence re-
portedly killed at least 80
people in one city.
Renewed fighting broke
out last week in the states
of South Kordofan and
Blue Nile between the Ar-
my and a faction of the Su-
dan People’s Liberation

Movement-North (SPLM-
N) led by Abdel Aziz
al-Hilu.

United Nations resident
and humanitarian coordi-
nator in Sudan Clementine
Nkweta-Salami said the
fighting had reportedly
claimed at least 80 lives in
South Kordofan state capi-
tal Kadugli alone.

“I condemn the report-
ed use of women and chil-
dren as human shields in
Kadugli, the obstruction of
humanitarian aid, and the
detention of civilians in-

Army and SPLM-N

have accused each

other of launching

attacks, and

targeting civilians

cluding children,” the UN’s
most senior official in the
country said in a
statement.

Sudan’s Army and its
main rival, the paramili-
tary Rapid Support Forces
(RSF), have been at war for
control of the country

since April 2023, creating a
widespread humanitarian
crisis. Mr. Hilu’s unaffiliat-
ed faction of the SPLM-N
has clashed with both
since the war broke out. In
recent days, the Army and
the SPLM-N have accused
each other of launching at-
tacks and targeting civi-
lians in an attempt to cap-
ture territory.

The UN warned the es-
calating violence would
only worsen the already
dire humanitarian
situation.

At least 80 killed as Army, militant outfit clash in Sudan; UN
warns of ‘catastrophe’

g3 A da1 3R 3garfeat & i gu¥ §F F7 § FA 80 A
$1 A, FIFT ASE A ‘AR F AarasAr &

UN Warns of Catastrophe in Southern Sudan

GFT TS F Aol J3aT F 9T F1 AaAr@eh §

e The United Nations warned on Thursday that two southern Sudan states were “on
the brink of catastrophe” after a recent eruption of violence reportedly killed at least 80
people in one city.
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YT TSE o JFAR & AdAGeA &1 Foh giayolt BT & &Y TsF “HIET & FIR W &7
Fifr giforar Bar & ¢ e U A FH A FH 80 AT AR 1T gl

¢ Renewed fighting broke out last week in the states of South Kordofan and Blue Nile
between the Army and a faction of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North
(SPLMN) led by Abdel Aziz al-Hilu.

oo ece Sfaror FISfTT 3N s a1ge Tsat H Jar 3N o fgew e qaae-
A (SPLMN) & Tsh 93 & I el el - & Acca # 741 Fud Y& el
e United Nations resident and humanitarian coordinator in Sudan Clementine

Nkweta-Salami said the fighting had reportedly claimed at least 80 lives in South
Kordofan state capital Kadugli alone.

B # §gFa g A farft sk Aoy waeags Al asaer-get 3 e &
HEy & gfRIor FISTEET T FY ASUTA FGIell H 3ihel FH § FH 80 a1 ST T &
e “lI condemn the reported use of women and children as human shields in Kadugli, the

obstruction of humanitarian aid, and the detention of civilians including children,” the
UN’s most senior official in the country said in a statement.

“H gl # Afgensit iR T=a} & AT e F T A IUAN, AGNT FErIAT H
Tehrae, 3R ARG, STl st o enfdier 8, 1 RIwe & v ey Fer §," 2 A
TgFd ¢ & o aiss ISR o U a3 & el

e Sudan’s Army and its main rival, the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF), have
been at war for control of the country since April 2023, creating a widespread
humanitarian crisis.

I @ qar 3N s A gfdead, tu fafad Ws wuie wrfa (RSF), sidter 2023
8 o & fAg=0r & fAT ey & §, 98 HRUT Teh AU AR HHE 3ot &1 T
gl

« Mr. Hilu’s unaffiliated faction of the SPLM-N has clashed with both since the war

broke out. In recent days, the Army and the SPLM-N have accused each other of
launching attacks and targeting civilians in an attempt to capture territory.

e T SPLM-N &1 3r9faeqyr 4s1dcy & YE g & i § alal & §ry FEy Y @l
gl 8ol & f&al #, {4 3R SPLM-N & Teh-g@Y W §Hel el 3R ARTREN 1 forermar
IolTel &I 3RIY SET &, difeh &1 9 Sheoll fahdT ST Hh |

o The UN warned the escalating violence would only worsen the already dire
humanitarian situation.

HIF TS o A= & T Foh g3 & Hael gge @ & R AT Rafa @ AR
framsa|
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What ails India’s massive diagnostics
sector: putting labs under the lens

Industry experts estimate that there are around 300000 labs across the country. and this number is growing. Within the healthcare sector, diagnostics accounts for around
9% of the industry, estimated to be worth 860 billion in the financial year 2024, and projected to grow to about 1.275 billion by the financial year 2028

\GS Paper Ili: Health Sector
The Hindu Bureau

hankar Dhange, 27, has been
fighting a h)m: battle against the
private diagnostics sector in
Maharashtra for years now, hul
heis yet to make any w s
), ika Bhonglat, lml lm
life following complications after a
hankar believes that the tests

were incorrect, and this led to the wrong
treatment being given, causing her death.
“The treatment that my sister was given
was based on a lab report that was signed
off by a technician and not a pathologist.
Tt was this that led to incorrect treatment
and complications and finally her death.
How can a Class 12 graduate be allowed to
sign off on medical imaging and
diagnostic tests?” he asks.

Shankar’s case is not unique and delves
into the heart of what ails the diagnostics
sector in India today — a shortage of
trained personnel to meet the rapid
burgeoning of medical
laboratories/diagnostic facilities in the
country.

While there are no exact figures
available, industry experts estimate that
there are around 300,000 labs across the
country, and this number is growing.
Within the healthcare sector, diagnostics
accounts for around 9% of the industry,
estimated to be worth 860 billion in the
financial year 2024, and projected to
grow to about 1,275 billion by the
financial year 2028,

‘This staggeringly huge sector, however,
remains under-regulated, fragmented,
and biased towards urban as

The regulations

‘The Clinical Establishments (Registration
and Regulation) Act 2010 aims to bring all
diagnostic centres and labs under its
ambit, with their registration with
respective State councils as clinic,
establishments. The Act also aims to
provide guidance on the minimum
standards of Faciliti ervices that
should be provided by dn.u{m»m centres
and labs.

To date, the Act has been adopted by 12
States ~ Sikkim, Mizoram, Arunachal
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan,

geographical inequality i in qudlxly of
services, the researc]

A top management nll froma
leading diagnostics chain based in North
India points out: “The challenge lies in

defining an unregulated Lab. How do you
define one? We do not have enough
to run the number of labs

Telangana, Uttarakhand, Assam, nd
Haryana - and all Union Tes

except Delhi. Some othes s,
including Kerala and Karnataka, have
their own legislation to bring labs under
the ambit of dinical establishments.
However, implementation ha
not begun, or where it has, it often
remains poor.

The fragmented nature of the sector
Given the low entry barriers and the lack
of a strong regulatory environment, there
are many standalone players in the sector,
making it competitive, fragmented, and
prone to varying standards.

Diagnostic centres in India can obtain
accreditation voluntarily from
organisations such as the National
Accreditation Board for Testing and
Calibration Laboratories (NABL).

N. Venkateswaran, CEO, NABL, in an
email interview with The Hindu
highlighted the challenges created by the
fast-paced growth of the private sector.
India, he nnrcd h.1< ahighly fr: nred

mall, unorgani:
largely not accrcdi(ed and follow
“Thisis in
terms of resources to bring in advanced

diagnostic technologies, a large variation
in pricing even for routine tests, and
i skilled he said.

there are in the country. This is where the
problem comes in: some lab
issued with ‘bought ou

signa
exchange for money, bul ‘the lab has
licence obtained from local .mlhunucs
and shows the presence of ghost
employees and doctors.”

"This problem persists across most
States. In K; the Karnataka
Private Medical l'a(.lblxs‘lmem:tkPMD
Act governs healthcare facilities; howe
the scope and enforcement of thi:
the laboratories and diagnostics sector is
limited, particularly in areas like quality
assurance and patient safety.

Many hospitals and doctors running
clinics have side laboratories and sample
collection centres. “These are
“technician-only’ facilities that are not run
or owned by qualified With

There is a shortage of full-time
doctors and staff in diagnostics.
makes it difficult for
ndalone centres that may not
b( able to employ well-trained
cl and 1!

work gets done on time and fastes
Pramanick, a medical officer at R.
Medical College and Hospital in Kol
also said that with many district hospitals
lacking decent testing faci
come to city hospitals, incre
workload.

The pricing problem
l’mmg as is always the issue when it

omes to the private health sector, is of
concern in diagnostics as well. A few
government programmes and certain
States are going some way towards
addressing this. In January 2018,
‘elangana began the Telangana
Diagnostics Programme or “T-Diagnostics
initiative. As of October 2024, over 18.10
crore tests have been conducted
benefiting .01 crore individuals,
collectively resulting in an estimated
saving of 1,100 crore in out-of-pocket
expenses for patients, However, supply
issues such as thase of reagents are
marring the programme, a lab technician
said. In Kerala, the government has
invested significantly in upgrading
primary health centres to family health
centres to provide a range of services,
including basic laboratory investigations
(at nominal rates) as part of its ‘Aardram
Mission."

Issues faced by labs
While there are many issues in terms of
regulation that still need to be
streamlined and implemented,
representatives from the diagnastics
sector say they too, want change.

In Kerala for instance, lab
v the space and
al requirements under the
Kerala State Clinical Establishments Act
are unviable. “There are some 6,500
independent small and medium
paramedical labs in the State and if one
were to go by the minimum standards
bout 1,000 will be able to function.
We have sought relaxations in the clauses
regarding space requirement,” say
Shareef Paloli, State General Secretary of
Kerala Private Meds i
As

ss0ci
Paramedical Coordination Committee.

The State government also does not
rec e paramedical &

the quality of

doctor, Rahul Mayur, filed a complaint of
identity theft, stating that a diagnostic lab
inJalgaon was fraudulently using his
name, degree, and signature to give fake
reports (o patients.

‘The Maharashtra Paramedical Council
Act, 2011, has established a cou 0
regulate paramedical personnel,
including medical laboratory technicians.
This Act and the National Commission for
Allied and Healthcare Professions
(NCAHP) Act 2021 do not permit
laboratory technicians to practice
independently and issue reports without
certification by a pathologist. However,
Dr. Yadav said such fraudulent practices
were common. He h;ghhgh(ed the issue of

one pathologist connected to mu]uplt-
laboratories, reports only hav
atures of the patholo
e-signatures are allowed, there
on the number of laboratories a
pathologist can be connected t0,” sources
said.

Although
no rule

Lack of proper regulations is an area of
concern in Tamil Nadu as well, said V.
Parthasarathy, general secretary, Tamil
Nadu Government Medical Laboratory

chni Association. He pointed out

He said that while the emphasis is on
the quality and accuracy of results, lab
regulation needs attention. “There has to
e mare awareness about biomedical

that an announcement made in the
Assembly to constitute a State Council for
Laboratory Technicians in 2009 is yet to
be |mpl(‘mem('d “We still have private

waste to prevent
maintaining better labs and hospital
environments is in focus, but there is
much more to be done to ensure reliable
and accurate results.”

The shortage of manpower
There is a significant shortage of full-time
doctors and staff in the diagnostics
industry. This situation makes it difficult
for standalone diagnostic centres which
may not be able to employ well-trained
lab technicians and pathologists, affecting
the quality of outcomes. Accredited labs
must mandatorily employ a full-time Lzb
technician/phlebotomist and a
radiologist.

The Health Ministry’s own
indicated that India has the
of not having enough microbiologists and
some places do not even have enough
qualified doctors or techni
operate a lab. There s also a lack of
upgrading and training, as well as

run by persons,”
he said.

What does this mean for patients?

In 2019, Shankar tried to file an FIR with
the Paranda police station and raised his
concerns with the Grahak March
(consumer forum), but to no avail. He has
now appealed at the Bench

“ghost * at many labs and
underscored: “everything done at a lab
needs to be supervised by pathologists
and not technicians.”

‘The urban-rural divide
One of the other issues in India is the
concentration of labs in the urban areas.
As of the financial year 2023, only 24% of
diagnostics revenue came from rural
areas in India, though nearly 70% of the
population in the country resides rurally.
This is also mirrored in the
government-private labs divide, with both
doctors and patients pointing out that
multiple gaps exist in government labs
that make them a less favoured option.
For instance, in Telangana,
government doctor said lack of essential
s a hindrance. Both Osmania

operational hours at g povernmer

of the Bombay High Court against the
doctors of a ocal hospital in Barshi,
where he got his sister treated.

Doctors from the Mzharashtra
Association of Practising Pathologists and
Microbiologists (MAPPM) indicate that
this is not the only such case — and their
number is only rising. “A complex
diagnosis requires a report from a
pathologist. The machine doesn’t give
reparts; it gives readings. A pathologist is
required to analyse it,” said Sandeep
Yadav, president of MAPPM.

The issue affects doctors too: in
November Last year, a Maharashtra-based

even from recognised institutions in other
States, he says. A two-year MLT
Diploma/BSc MLT or MSc MLT conducted
by medical colle;
approved agen equired. “We are
mo;u.uummm (m gmummm but our
vaas that rather than render

sionals who have studied outside
tate jobless, the government could
conduct a training programme/exam for
them. The government has now agreed to
this in principle,” he says.

‘T'he space constraints are a problem in
‘T.N. as well: in November 2024, the
Health Department, brought in
amendments to the Tamil Nadu Clinical
Establishments (Regulations) Rules, 2018,
stipulating minimum space for sample
collection for clinical laboratories — 300
sq fiin rural areas and 500700 sq ft in
urban areas. P, Kalidasan, national
president, Paramedical Laboratory
Educational and Welfare Association, says
there is no need for such specifications.
“There are nearly 10,000 laboratories in
the State. Of these, at least 8

Small labs uler toaround 10
patients a day and mandating 300 sq feet
area for clinical laboratories cannot be
accepted. The focus should be on
adherence to quality programmes,” he
said.

The sector is willing to have regulations
to bring in standardisation: the Kamataka
Chapter of the Indian Associa
Pathologists and Microbiologis!
(KCIAPM) is asking for the :m-nphnmng
of (hc l\amaml..l Act. 'Thc PME

SOPs for \lmplc collection, t
reporting should be put in pldﬂ: to
minimise errors,” said Aditya Agnihotri,

at government hospitals d

KCIAPM secret
restricted access. “Even after KCIAPM president Vi
diagnosis, the unavailability (lfs‘pu(ulbls ensuring every lab is supervised by
qualified ists and supported by
patients and forces them to seek private  trained technicians was vital. “Licensing

care,” the doctor added.

The problem of varying standards and
shortage of staff ails the government
sector t0o.

Paramita Sarkar, a final- year MD
pathology student from Medical College,
Kolkata, said there was a huge workload —
over 800 tests per day — but a serious
staff shortage. “Three of us work in shifts
in the labs, but that is not enough. We
need more technicians and people who
«can run the testing machines to ensure

should include a needs assessment to
prevent over-saturation in certain areas
while ensuring coverage in underserved
regions,” he said.

(Collated by Zubeda Hamid, with inputs
from Maitri Porecha and Bindhu Shajan
Perappadan in Delhi; Afshan Yasmeen in
Bengaluru; C. Maya in
Thiruvanathapuram; Siddharth Kunar
Singh in Hyderabad; Snehal Mutha in
Mumbai; Shrabana Chatterjee in Kolkata
and Serena Josephine M. in Chennai)

THE GIST

india has a highly fragmented
market with many small,
unorganised labs, argely not
accredited and following
uneven quality standards

v

Some reports are issued with
signatures obtained in
exchange for money. The lab
has 3 licence but the rolls
indicate ‘ghost emplayees and
doctors’

v

Some States are addressing
the price issue. Telangana has
the T-Diagnostics initiative
Over 1810 crore tests h.
been conducted. Kerala has
ts ‘Aardram Mission’ which
provid
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What ails India’s massive diagnostics sector: putting labs
under the lens

HRT & fAerer seafeaa & Y TAET FA1 & TA9Tmen3it
9T AR (T

Industry experts estimate that there are around 300,000 labs across the country,
and this number is growing. Within the healthcare sector, diagnostics accounts
for around 9% of the industry, estimated to be worth ¥860 billion in the financial
year 2024, and projected to grow to about ¥1,275 billion by the financial year
2028

3T AT 1 g € fF der o F eememr 300,000 yArRTen? § 3R 7%
TEAT qgcl AT @ T T AT &1 H, SATANETFH IEANT HT AT 9% fFEn
g, et g R a¥ 2024 7 2860 Rfaaer &, 3 faefr a¥ 2028 aF eamsrar
%1,275 RfATT aF qga FT HTA g

Shankar Dhange's Battle Against Private Diagnostics Sector

T EHT F YIEdT SRFAIReH AFeT & f@ATS 31

e Shankar Dhange, 27, has been fighting a lone battle against the private diagnostics
sector in Maharashtra for years now, but he is yet to make any headway.

RY TN, 27, aNT J AFRISC A UIBAC SATAIEEH AFeX & [WATh 3fehell oI5 oI5 @
g, JdfareT ag 3130y T R Y gwerar & gread AgF X 9T §

e Six years ago, his sister, Sarika Bhonglat, lost her life following complications after a
surgery.

BE TToT UG, 3oTehl 98T, ATRHT HITeld, Teh ol & &I SiieoAdr3il & $RUT sy

STeT IaT 1 i

e Shankar believes that the tests his sister underwent prior to the surgery were incorrect,
and this led to the wrong treatment being given, causing her death.

AHT FT AT ¢ 76 Forll ¥ gl ToieT Gl&T0N & Sofehl F6T &l oWl TSl AT,
el ¥, 3R gHSh HROT el 3TUR fAr a7, fSTed 30ht g &l 15|

e “The treatment that my sister was given was based on a lab report that was signed off by
a technician and not a pathologist. It was this that led to incorrect treatment and
complications and finally her death. How can a Class 12 graduate be allowed to sign off
on medical imaging and diagnostic tests?” he asks.

‘A §gT D ST ITAR G I, TF T aFSHIRAAA GaRT S fhU T ofd RAE
3R or, 7 o v Yaiaifaee ganrT| I8 @ 1 e Ted 39eR 3R Sfedant
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3cUeel i 3R AT 3Th Hog HT HROT el | Teh FET 12 F FIlas i RAfFear

FATSI 3R srTafes afeTol X A5 e A IeTATT HE &7 ST Hevcll §72” a8
Ted gl

Shankar’s case is not unique and delves into the heart of what ails the diagnostics

sector in India today — a shortage of trained personnel to meet the rapid burgeoning of
medical laboratories/diagnostic facilities in the country.

AT FT AT [Afse 7T § 3R Ig 39 & HARA H seafead AFeT h AT
$1 515 # gaaT § — IR HiFAG Hr walr S S A Afdwe deaRelw/sRTAIECh
giaemsit & dig faTdr &1 @ FT Tl

While there are no exact figures available, industry experts estimate that there are
around 300,000 labs across the country, and this number is growing.

glellfeh hIg TEh 3HTehs ITeleY AET &, 3GANIT FAAYAT T AW ¢ o qor s A
300,000 d& §, 3R I T&am 9¢ W gl
Within the healthcare sector, diagnostics accounts for around 9% of the industry,

estimated to be worth ¥860 billion in the financial year 2024, and projected to grow to
about 1,275 billion by the financial year 2028.

ALY GaT &1 H, SATANTead 3T HT 9% e 8, fowent 3gaAraia Fe e
a¥ 2024 # 860 fafaraer &, 31 Ig fadT a¥ 2028 d& Sgahy oIeTHaT 31,275 RfeaT &t
HohdT gl

This staggeringly huge sector, however, remains under-regulated, fragmented, and
biased towards urban areas.

gTallfen, AE HeATOT faemer YareX T[S, WA 3R el ait &1 3% garor ¢

The Regulations

fasr 3 g

The Clinical Establishments (Registration and Regulation) Act 2010 aims to bring alll
diagnostic centres and labs under its ambit, with their registration with respective State
councils as clinical establishments.

fFafasa tedfermmicy (foegeae 3R Werere) wae 2010 &1 35T @l
SRFANEEH Fgl 3R e FI 3TF R H o g, 3R 506 Fafd Ts7 aRwel &
a1y Fafaea vetfeasicd & & # ISiior aeT ¢

The Act also aims to provide guidance on the minimum standards of facilities and
services that should be provided by diagnostic centres and labs.

I8 i sEvAlites el 3R Aed earT el & S arel ghaumst 3 danst

SYATH ARl IT ANGIT &t & 81 36T 1@ gl

To date, the Act has been adopted by 12 States — Sikkim, Mizoram, Arunachal
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Rajasthan,
Telangana, Uttarakhand, Assam, and Haryana — and all Union Territories, except
Delhi.
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379 deh, Ig 3T 12 T=at — RfTwa, AR, 3wvmad veer, A veer, 331
weer, fagR, SRS, TSTEAT, Ao, 3TREs, 39, 3R gfamor — ik ash 99 =
&A1 GaRT 39T I g, faary Rl &

Some other States, including Kerala and Karnataka, have their own legislation to bring
labs under the ambit of clinical establishments.

TS 3T T, TSaTd I 3R Faledt AT § & a7 H foFcafoiene
TERTeACH & S # o & [T 3(9ell e &1 Sief o ¢

However, implementation has, in many cases, not begun, or where it has, it often
remains poor.

maﬁ,mmﬂa%mﬁaﬁaﬁgm %’,EJTEET?;'HT g, 98T IFW Ig§ SR
T g

The Fragmented Nature of the Sector

JFeT A @fza gFfa

Given the low entry barriers and the lack of a strong regulatory environment, there are
many standalone players in the sector, making it competitive, fragmented, and prone to
varying standards.

HH gaer arensf AR A FAAHAF ardrawer i FwA F HROT FH 8T H F
Tee3relar crR €, S 58 wfaeyt, @i 3R B At & 9fd vqe qrd &
Diagnostic centres in India can obtain accreditation voluntarily from organisations such

as the National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories
(NABL).

IR H STAEeF &g TawoT T TGl S AUAT Thised a1 Biv T vz
FfosereT aReds (NABL) & HAIAT Uod R Hohd gl

N. Venkateswaran, CEO, NABL, in an email interview with The Hindu highlighted the
challenges created by the fast-paced growth of the private sector.

N. Juaeeaer, f1$3, NABL, 71 & ffq & @1y Ueh Ao AeTieshR # igde {FeT & ool
M & AP @RI 3cee FAfaAT T 3SR |

India, he noted, has a highly fragmented market with many small, unorganised labs,
largely not accredited and following uneven quality standards.

38l SdT fh 9IRT & e 31O @id TeR & o9 #% Bie, 33iRAEss osa
g, Sl AT &9 & IVATOIT § 3R A J[UTaT ATl T Tlele] I & |

“This is in terms of resources to bring in advanced diagnostic technologies, a large
variation in pricing even for routine tests, and inadequately skilled manpower,” he said.

“Ig Ieold SHATANTCH aFalldl ol ol & foIv FaETe, wT qdamon & v 7o7
fAeuRer & 93 3w 3R 9T F9 O uRfST AT da@eT & el 7 T 3egi
e

He said that while the emphasis is on the quality and accuracy of results, lab
regulation needs attention.
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3giel el foh Stafer gRumAT $r qoraar 3t FaFA W AR 71 Srar §, oA [pererr

U €I &7 hr G2l gl

e “There has to be more awareness about biomedical waste management to prevent
outbreaks; maintaining better labs and hospital environments is in focus, but there is
much more to be done to ensure reliable and accurate results.”

‘TRIATTFT FAX & YGUT F TR H 37T AERdT gl AMGY dTfh Jeplar & §T
ST &eh; dgek ofed AR Ul & aTATeRVT &l ST IWAT HET €T &, Afehed
fareaweta 3t wd% ROl FI gARTT et & fIT sgd Fo Thar S arhr g1

The Shortage of Manpower

HiAAT 1 FAT
e There is a significant shortage of full-time doctors and staff in the diagnostics
industry.
SEAfeed 3anT A qoiefe sl 3R FRAat & 7 Fr 3

e This situation makes it difficult for standalone diagnostic centres, which may not be
able to employ well-trained lab technicians and pathologists, affecting the quality of
outcomes.

Ig Toufd €e3rale seaffesd A & AT wideT gy & o 3 g ¥ g
dF awaifAEl 3R daaiforee 1 @gFd 76 A Tehd, fSad aRomHAT $r agorad
THTIa Bl &l

e Accredited labs must mandatorily employ a full-time lab technician/phlebotomist and
aradiologist.

yAIfOIG ofed & 3ifAar §9 ¥ U quishifoe de a@aifgs/rase@ee 3k s
WAraifoee 1 g s @R
e The Health Ministry’s research has indicated that India has the disadvantage of not

having enough microbiologists and some places do not even have enough qualified
doctors or technicians to operate a lab.

AL HATAT FT HTHUT T§ AT § T 0RAT & 918 ABHErATAIforee 1 g
HEAT 76T 8 3R FT TUE R o A Tollel & [T A9 giaret 3R asweiiraai dr off
FAT Bl

e There is also a lack of upgrading and training, as well as geographical inequality in
the quality of services, the research said.

S8 3eITaT, Seoldel 3N WARTOT T AT &, Ty & a3t A aoraar & stafaw

AT o §, ST foh 3eTHYT H gl I gl

e Atop management official from a leading diagnostics chain based in North India
points out: “The challenge lies in defining an unregulated lab. How do you define one?
We do not have enough pathologists to run the number of labs there are in the
country.”

I AR A YT Toh Y@ Svaiieead O & i gaeer wfAsRr s o gaiidr
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Teh AT ofF FI gRI™T Fa F &1 39 3@ HY gRIA™T HL? AN 97 82T
# et g & 3¢ I & fav e Saldiferee 780 §17

e “This is where the problem comes in: some lab reports are issued with ‘bought out’
signatures from doctors, where signatures are obtained in exchange for money, but the

lab has a licence obtained from local authorities and shows the presence of ghost
employees and doctors.”

“TgT FHEAT A B F6 o7 Noew 7 @@l 7§ Rt siredt @ v ara &, i@t
e 39 & g v I €, AT oF & g TR FfPERE @ gea aEd
BT § 3R =gd uRe FAr) 3R siFert i 3ufeufa Rws ardr g1

e This problem persists across most States.
IE FAEET i A F A g F

¢ In Karnataka, the Karnataka Private Medical Establishments (KPME) Act governs
healthcare facilities; however, the scope and enforcement of this Act in the laboratories

and diagnostics sector is limited, particularly in areas like quality assurance and
patient safety.

Feltcahl H, Faleh! ygde AfFT wrefoaica (KPME) vae Tareey giaensi &
fafa war §; gTenifer, 38 vae FT daRedlsr 3R seaffedw e 7 Ry 3R
Ydcie WA &, [aAY §0 F Fporaar smearqar 3R W geam sid &=t A

e Many hospitals and doctors running clinics have side laboratories and sample
collection centres.

S TRl 3N Follfleh ellel dTel Slehedl & UTH WIS oaRedier 3R 7T ¥IE ¥
g &l
o “These are ‘technician-only’ facilities that are not run or owned by qualified

pathologists. With one pathologist connected to multiple laboratories, reports only
have e-signatures of the pathologists.

‘I ‘Fad dwRATAIT Faurl g, S v daiforee garr durfed I FifAca w80
fohar STar 81 T YIS w5 odew @ 37 8im 8, 3N ROcH & hae Yo
$r §-Reat g §1

e Although e-signatures are allowed, there is no rule on the number of laboratories a
pathologist can be connected to,” sources said.

gTelifer §-RTarady &1 gt €, Ndifoee fhdel ofed & S[3T & e &, 39 W H1S
g sigt & @At o Ferl
e Lack of proper regulations is an area of concern in Tamil Nadu as well, said V.

Parthasarathy, general secretary, Tamil Nadu Government Medical Laboratory
Technicians Association.

afeeg & o 3fa gt & st ten Riar & fawg g, st fo &Y. ardam,
FeraHa, afeay TR AfFa ARl TFRTTw e & Fal

e He pointed out that an announcement made in the Assembly to constitute a State
Council for Laboratory Technicians in 2009 is yet to be implemented.
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3ogler Ig Y Iarar & 2009 H RAemaaHT F AR aFARgar & AT 157 9w
ST F B EVOT 3T T I TG 5 B

“We still have private laboratories run by unqualified persons,” he said.

‘g ar 37ef o ATl cgRT TAT ST I WiEdT ofed §,” 3eeie FeTl

What Does This Mean for Patients?

Ig AT & T F91 A @ar §?

In 2019, Shankar tried to file an FIR with the Paranda police station and raised his
concerns with the Grahak Manch (consumer forum), but to no avail.

2019 #, AHT A WIST IfAT FUAF H FIR &7 el T HIA T 3R 39 Famsit
Ted AT (3UHFAT JAT) H 3517, dfehaT P15 aRomer AgT Awer

He has now appealed at the Aurangabad Bench of the Bombay High Court against
the doctors of a local hospital in Barshi, where he got his sister treated.

379 3@l dIFT B FIE & IRemEe 97 7 aneff & v T 3Tuare & el &
oms 31Tl 61 §, ST&T 3eaiel 3Tel §geT ol Scllel HardT AT|

Doctors from the Maharashtra Association of Practising Pathologists and
Microbiologists (MAPPM) indicate that this is not the only such case — and their
number is only rising.

AeRTSe AT iE {FeRRie dueioecy vz AgwEEwioees (MAPPM) &
STl FT Pgell § [ TE had VAT HATHT Tgl & — IR SART TEIT TodT T W &l
“A complex diagnosis requires a report from a pathologist. The machine doesn’t give

reports; it gives readings. A pathologist is required to analyse it,” said Sandeep Yadav,
president of MAPPM.

“Teh Sifee A & fOT v deiaiferee &t RO 6 3maegsar gidr &1 #@hs R
e & ag Qe & &1 50 g = & v ues daaiforee T 3maederar g
2 gl G4 Iqred, MAPPM & 31eTsT o1

The Issue Affects Doctors Too

IE GHEAT siFedt & off wanfaa Feh #

In November last year, a Maharashtra-based doctor, Rahul Mayur, filed a complaint
of identity theft, stating that a diagnostic lab in Jalgaon was fraudulently using his
name, degree, and signature to give fake reports to patients.

AT a¥ A H, Toh AERTSE-ITURA SieFe, Tgel AT =1 Tgarel 1 TR A1 Rprad
gl &, foaH 381 gl T Tedla & U SIANEeHh o o 3o o, B4, 31
FEATER T UIERIET A 3YANRT X AJSIT l dAdvell AT &7

The Maharashtra Paramedical Council Act, 2011, has established a council to
regulate paramedical personnel, including medical laboratory technicians.
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#eRTe AT FERAT vae, 2011 o TAfRFa A, S ARFa o
TFANRATT ot AT &, 1 IR T o & v e FEfT Tafg fir g

e This Act and the National Commission for Allied and Healthcare Professions
(NCAHP) Act 2021 do not permit laboratory technicians to practice independently and
issue reports without certification by a pathologist.

I Tac 3T AT FHIIT BT TASS U oqHAT Wb (NCAHP) Toe 2021 o
TheTRITEAT &l TIAT & & 3EAH el 3R FAIforee qarT Jaoms & foear R
SR &Y T AT 6T |

e However, Dr. Yadav said such fraudulent practices were common.
gTclifeh, 1. ITEga o7 gl foh AT AN@TE YoIw 31 &1

e He highlighted the issue of “ghost pathologists” at many labs and underscored:
“everything done at a lab needs to be supervised by pathologists and not technicians.”

Joeldl $3 osg H “"lve dudifeee HT THENT F 399R fFar 3R IR SHT Fan: “oF
# forar mar g S deaitoe gt feRE fRar Ser AR, o o aeeiiRaet
car|”

The Urban-Rural Divide
ergd-aroT RS

e One of the other issues in India is the concentration of labs in the urban areas.
IR H U 31T GHTTT § U &3 7 ofsq o1 Hfga g

o As of the financial year 2023, only 24% of diagnostics revenue came from rural areas
in India, though nearly 70% of the population in the country resides rurally.

2023 A a¥ & IR, 9RA & 24% ST Toied ATHIOT 811 & 377, STdfeh
ger HTFNT 70% STTHEAT AHOT & F A FEA F

e This is also mirrored in the government-private labs divide, with both doctors and
patients pointing out that multiple gaps exist in government labs that make them a less
favored option.

I AXRN)-UTsde =0 Raee 7 Y fR@s ¢ar &, e siaext 3R #dSt aer o I8
T foF WERT ofed H Fg JAR ¢ S 36 Uh HA qHAGl [AFhed Fo1d &

e Forinstance, in Telangana, a government doctor said lack of essential upgrades was a
hindrance.

3ETE0T & fIT, A= 7, Ueh TIFRY Sided o gl o 92T Ieoidd HT HHAl T

Teprae AT

e Both Osmania and Gandhi hospitals — major State healthcare facilities in Hyderabad
— urgently required improvements, the doctor said, further noting that limited operational
hours at government laboratories restricted access.

TEETE H YW U Ty giaurd, seanfaa 3R aedt sreddre, sfaed & 3edNR,
X GUR T 12T A, 3egiel Ig o el foh PR doq & AT Fellelel Hel
o Ugd & giasad
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“Even after diagnosis, the unavailability of specialists at government hospitals
discourages patients and forces them to seek private care,” the doctor added.

‘et & e o, TR 3ETarell H fRAwat i sreqaersuar AlGT # gdlcaried Har
g 3R 3% Al 3TaR o & AT Al & §,” Sde o ST

The problem of varying standards and shortage of staff ails the government sector
too.

A # Aeaar 3R &Y fr FHA & gaca araE dF Y ganfag &= B

Paramita Sarkar, a final-year MD pathology student from Medical College, Kolkata,
said there was a huge workload — over 800 tests per day — but a serious staff
shortage.

RAGT TWHER, ARFA Biolsl, Bl H 37T I§ HT was Talarel aEn, S Far &
Teh 93T FRAHAR AT — 800 ¥ 38+ e ufa e — afha siik AT Hir FaY 21|

“Three of us work in shifts in the labs, but that is not enough. We need more
technicians and people who can run the testing machines to ensure work gets done on
time and faster.”

‘THA T T 9T o F Rl 7 17 =g €, dfraT Ig 93ea J81 &1 g5 310
TFRATATAT 3R 0T e T TR & S e FAMAT Fr TS Tk AIfR w1 THT
9T 3R a8 TFI

Tapas Pramanick, a medical officer at R.G. Kar Medical College and Hospital in
Kolkata, also said that with many district hospitals lacking decent testing facilities,
most tests come to city hospitals, increasing the workload.

T9E YATOF, .. FT ATRHT Fidor 3R 3E9dTd, Fradar H U AfFwd
FfFr, 7 ot gt foh g e 3aaral & sfaa e giawnsit &1 s & wror
AR TTC AT & Tl H HS &, Ty AR Fear 2

The Pricing Problem
e fauRor gaEan

Pricing, as is always the issue when it comes to the private health sector, is of
concern in diagnostics as well.

Hea fauRor, st fF garem el Taeew &y & giar g, sreafeaw & off Rar &
[EAR R

A few government programmes and certain States are going some way towards
addressing this.

$6 WHN FEHA IR To WeT 36 faen # Few Jar © &

In January 2018, Telangana began the Telangana Diagnostics Programme or ‘T-
Diagnostics’ initiative.

STl 2018 H, AT o AeMAT STANTCTFH WA AT A-ZATANTCFH Tgel YE |
As of October 2024, over 18.10 crore tests have been conducted benefiting 1.01 crore

individuals, collectively resulting in an estimated saving of ¥1,100 crore in out-of-
pocket expenses for patients.
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e 2024 deh, 18.10 F3 TFE fhT 1T §, 1.01 FN5 SAfFadl Al orer S g, oraa
Sl AR 21,100 FUT T HFATTAT T £S5 T

However, supply issues such as those of reagents are marred in the programme, a lab
technician said.

gTclifeh, FIIsha H TS T TATIY, i RATSICH FH FHall, Th ol dhaiI AT oF gl
In Kerala, the government has invested significantly in upgrading primary health centres

to family health centres to provide a range of services, including basic laboratory
investigations (at nominal rates) as part of its ‘Aardram Mission’.

A H, THR o i Fareey Fal # IRaR ey F6 7 309d F S H Agcaqu]
forder faar &, difer U H@er AU Yered & 51 Heb, foras giaamdr dekedr s
(ATHATT I W) A &, 3T 3gH AU & T8l

Issues Faced by Labs
deW Z@RT AT T S Tl FHAEATE

While there are many issues in terms of regulation that still need to be streamlined and
implemented, representatives from the diagnostics sector say they too, want change.

gTallTeh fraereT & Weal 7 &8 WAEAC § foleg 3l off Fegafeua 3N oey &eer #r
3MaRTehl §, STEI=IEeHd & & UidfAfel &1 @getr § 7 @ off seona aed

In Kerala, lab representatives say the space and educational requirements under the
Kerala State Clinical Establishments Act are unviable.

Fa A, ol vfafAfat &1 Fgar § F I o7 Fafasa veefeqasie tee & dga

T AR AMf@F MaeTsad rasa gl
“There are some 6,500 independent small and medium paramedical labs in the State

and if one were to go by the minimum standards, only about 1,000 will be able to
function.”

'TeT # $B 6,500 Faad B AR #Aga WA osw g, 3R Il 1S wyeran
ATTHI & AR ST, o hael 1,000 & HIH HT qrear|”
“We have sought relaxations in the clauses regarding space requirement,” says

Shareef Paloli, State General Secretary of Kerala Private Medical Technicians’
Association, and head, Kerala Paramedical Coordination Committee.

"§HS TUTT Y ATARIFAT ¥ Gofd @l A g€ ART 8" Fgd ¢ E qaltell, T
HEHIG, I Wigde ARFA dhRTw vaffved, 3k voq@, o RAfzwe
FHEAAT HIAS

The State government also does not recognize paramedical degrees/diplomas even
from recognized institutions in other states, he says.

T TR AT T & AIAT 9o GEa=r & RAfRwe BRRnfReasg i

ATl 78T S &, T e &
A two-year MLT Diploma/BSc MLT or MSc MLT conducted by medical colleges or
other government approved agencies is required.
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&Y ATl &1 MLT fBeaYAT BSc MLT Ir MSc MLT, 58 Rifercar sl a1 3100 TRy
Tih Tl ga@rT Farferd fohar aram @b, 3mavas g

o “We are cooperating with the government, but our request was that rather than render
professionals who have studied outside the state jobless, the government could conduct
a training programme/exam for them. The government has now agreed to this in
principle,” he says.

"&H TER & T1T g7 X @ &, AfheT gARY AT A & ToT & 96 TS
grel IRAIART I SRISHIR el & Folld, TXHR 3edch TolT Ueh FiRIETOT FriswmaA/aiat
AT T Fhell &1 WHR o 39 30 W Aquia &0 & wgaAfa sgaad 1 §," I Fgd
gl

e The space constraints are a problem in T.N. as well: in November 2024, the Health
Department brought in amendments to the Tamil Nadu Clinical Establishments

(Regulations) Rules, 2018, stipulating minimum space for sample collection for clinical
laboratories — 300 sq ft in rural areas and 500-700 sq ft in urban areas.

T.N. & oy vuret & Fll U AT §: AR 2024 A, Tareey fqemer o affeang
Fafaea vefeasicw (AaATEsd) 2018 # @At e, o Fafaswd dsw & T
AT WAE & T oeTad Tl FuiRa fomar a—ar — 300 @@t e arefior &t & 3R
500-700 &3 hre g &t H|

o P. Kalidasan, national president, Paramedical Laboratory Educational and Welfare
Association, says there is no need for such specifications.

dt. Fifoere, TET Jrezet, REfdFa daledl e U3 dadhay wwiffeer, sad
¢ 5 0 Rftrseanstt fr F1g 3maTshdr 78T g

e “There are nearly 10,000 laboratories in the State. Of these, at least 80% are small-
sized. Among them, 30% are in rural areas. Small labs cater to around 10 patients a
day and mandating 300 sq feet area for clinical laboratories cannot be accepted. The
focus should be on adherence to quality programmes,” he said.

"SI H AT 10,000 AeH &1 7 T, Fo T HH 80% DI THR T &1 348 & 30%
AT & H | BIC ofed 10 AdST 9fa Rer T dar Fa § 3R Fafewd dswF
fore 300 @3t e &1 1 AT HTeAr ThHR 76T 8 Feohell| EATeT JOTaE FTAHA H
ATl 9X @leAT T1MRT," 38l gl

e The sector is willing to have regulations to bring in standardisation: the Karnataka
Chapter of the Indian Association of Pathologists and Microbiologists (KCIAPM) is
asking for the strengthening of the Karnataka Act.

&1 ATARIHIOT el o foIv fATAT I THAR A F IR §: AR deaifoees 3R
AFHIERAIATECH TAIRATAA (KCIAPM) FT FeAled el Faled Tae Hl HAolqd el

T AT I @I g8l

e “The KPME Act must be expanded to include licensing criteria, accreditation
mandates, and penalties for non-compliance. Mandatory SOPs for sample collection,
testing, and reporting should be put in place to minimize errors,” said Aditya Agnihotri,
KCIAPM secretary.
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"KPME &€ &I dga e AEs, yAoe Jfardand, it 3o 7 #t W &3
AR el & T fAEdARe fohar e =1fgw| @s@ar |arg, wieior, iR Raiféar & faw
Ffaard SOPs &1 o fohar STl =ifgw oifeh Jfeat o o fham ST Feh," el e

T, KCIAPM TfRa|

KCIAPM president Vijay Shankar S. said ensuring every lab is supervised by qualified
pathologists and supported by trained technicians was vital.

KCIAPM & 3rezieT RS e wd. & &gl % I8 gRAfRad & & g o &l A9y
Yo garT TERET fr sv 3R gfifara aefREst garr gafda fRar S,
HEALT ATl

“Licensing should include a needs assessment to prevent over-saturation in certain
areas while ensuring coverage in underserved regions,” he said.

"ATSRINIT & ITARIHAT HedThel AMAT FhdT ST =T Arfeh Fo &=t & arfaRera
"o T AT S | 3R Far 781 Ao arer aiEt 7 Faver glafRaa fmar s @,
3egiel el
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The saga of regulating India’s thermal power emissions

|GS Paper lll: Environment]

n December 30, 2024, India’s Ministry of
0 Environment, Forest and Climate Change

(MoEFCC) issued a notification amending
the Environment Protection Rules by pushing
back the deadline for thermal plants to comply
with sulphur dioxide (SO2) emission norms by
three years without any reasons being given. As it
happens, the existing deadline for about 20
gigawatts (GW) of thermal plants, all located in
close proximity to densely populated areas, was
December 31, 2024. This is the latest instance in a
nearly decade-long saga that fans of Franz Kafka
would find appealing.

The MoEFCC revised the emission norms for
Indian thermal plants in December 2015 after
public consultations, and all thermal plants were
expected to comply with them by December 2017
despite it being a tight deadline.

This notification tightened the prevalent
norms for particulate matter emissions and
introduced norms for other emissions, including
SO, for the first time. These norms were
understood to be broadly on a par with existing
practices in countries such as Australia, China
and the United States.

The morphing of a debate
Indian coal generally has a lower sulphur content
than other coal, which should have made it easier
for Indian thermal plants to meet the SOz
emission norms. But rather than focusing on the
best ways to meet the norms — given Indian coal’s
characteristics — the debate morphed into the
challenges around implementing the flue gas
desulphurisation (FGD) technology for
desulphurisation of high-sulphur coal. Despite
the norms never mandating FGDs, the discussion
became one about issues such as the scheduling
of FGD installations given their long gestation
periods and the likely costs of installing them.

In parallel, a different discourse questioning
the SOz emission norms themselves also took

s
Ashok Sreenivas
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(Energy Group)

Maria Chirayil

is with the Prayas
(Energy Group)

Electricity
consumers are
likely to pay for
installed but
unused
equipment, even
as citizens living
around thermal
plants do not
get the benefit
of cleaner air

shape, often driven by different arms of the
government. The Central Electricity Authority
(CEA) published papers in 2020 and 2021,
questioning the need for uniform norms across
the country and proposing that its country-wide
implementation be phased out till 2035. The CEA
also commissioned a study from IIT Delhi in 2022
which concluded that the installation of FGDs
does provide air quality benefits but argued for
extending the timelines due to issues such as
FGDs being expensive, their supply chain being
inadequate, and their operation leading to
increased coal consumption (and hence
greenhouse gas emissions).

In 2024, NITI Aayog commissioned the
CSIR-National Environmental Engineering
Research Institute to conduct a study on this.
This study concluded that SOz emission norms
are not important to achieve good ambient air
quality in India, and instead the focus should be
on particulate emissions. There was also one
strand of debate about secondary aerosol
formation from SOz emissions as the reason to
have norms for it even though Indian coal is
relatively low sulphur. Thus, rather than debating
these issues and building a consensus before
notifying the first set of norms, it continues
robustly nearly a decade after their notification.

Different deadlines
In the midst of these debates, the MOEFCC
diluted some norms and also extended, multiple
times, the deadlines for compliance, with the
notification of December 2024 being the fourth in
the series. As a result, there are different
deadlines for thermal plants in different locations
and for different types of emissions, with SOz
emission deadlines being well after the deadline
for other emissions.

Indeed, the final deadline for compliance with
other emissions, which include particulate matter
emissions that are considered important by all

government agencies, was December 31, 2024
with many plants having to comply from
December 31 of 2022 and 2023. But it is not clear
if various pollution control boards are verifying
adherence to even these norms as there is no
public source easily available that provides this
information.

Consumer pays

Given the evolving timelines in the various
notifications by the MoEFCC, many thermal
plants have already tendered contracts to install
FGDs — though not at a pace required to meet
their deadlines before the latest notification. This
was enabled by electricity regulators introducing
regulations to pass on the costs of installing FGDs
and other pollution control equipment to
electricity consumers, irrespective of whether
emission norms are met (so that it is not a burden
on thermal plants).

As a result, though the earliest deadline for
meeting SO: emission norms is now December 31,
2027, 22 GW of thermal plants have already
installed FGDs. Additionally, 102 GW (nearly 50%
of installed thermal capacity) is in advanced
stages of setting up FGDs.

Given the new timelines for compliance, the
chances are that plants with FGDs will not run
them since this would increase the cost of
generation and hence push them down the
preferred list of generators. Thus, electricity
consumers are likely to be paying for installed but
unused equipment, even as citizens living around
thermal plants do not get the benefit of cleaner
air for at least three more years, if not longer.

Perhaps this modern variant of Birbal’s khichdi
will get cooked one day, but the institutional,
environmental, health and financial costs of
doing so are likely to end up being high. And,
unlike the original fable, it is not even clear
whether the right lessons would be learnt from
this saga.

The saga of regulating India’s thermal power emissions #qRd

# 9Hd G 38T & AT Y amar

e On December 30, 2024, India’s Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC) issued a notification amending the Environment Protection
Rules by pushing back the deadline for thermal plants to comply with sulphur
dioxide (SO2) emission norms by three years without any reasons being given.

o 30 REeX 2024 ' HRA & wATEWT, a9 3R SeEry gRade FAFET (MOEFCC)
TITEROT EI&TOT FATAT 7 TN X gA T TlieH & folv ewd SB3HTFAES (SO2)
3cHSIST ATeTh! T FefdTelel A T FHIHAT AT Frer M7 o1 &, for Tl sror

CLY

e The existing deadline for about 20 gigawatts (GW) of thermal plants, all located in
densely populated areas, was December 31, 2024.
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o 20 3fEmaEte (GW) g¥e o T Hisar FHaHAT S 1% welt Jmamd arer & A
e &, 31 faw 2024 o

e The MoEFCC revised the emission norms for Indian thermal plants in December
2015 after public consultations, expecting compliance by December 2017.

o MOEFCC & f&da 2015 & R U TAlicH & Schoied AR H TATEA
fonar 3R feaT 2017 aF JreqaTerer T 3TUET |

e These norms tightened particulate matter emissions and introduced SO2 norms for
the first time.

o 3ol HATTDI of HUT IcHolel I FH3T fHAT IR Tgell IR SO2 Il HAleldh UL
IEadl

The morphing of a debate ¥gH T dgeldl 9

¢ Indian coal generally has lower sulphur content, which should have made it easier to
meet the SO2 emission norms.

o HARAT FIA H IAAR W FH FedI FIHA? T &, AT SO2 IcHoieT ATARI
HI QT FEAT 3T gler anfew 2|

e The debate shifted to challenges in implementing Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD)
technology, despite the norms never mandating FGDs.

o 560 ¥ AT ATEHTFAUA (FGD) dehelish A A el A TAIA T HiRT & 918,
gTeliteh AT o 3 off FGD &Y ey a1t fram|

e The Central Electricity Authority (CEA) in 2020 and 2021 questioned the need for
uniform norms and suggested phasing implementation till 2035.

o 2020 3R 2021 & F faggd WRAFIOT (CEA) o FHTT HATAHI T HTGLIehll R HaTel

3S/T 3R 2035 a0 =EOTEGY FATeadel HT geid &

e NITI Aayog in 2024 commissioned CSIR-National Environmental Engineering
Research Institute to study SO2 norms, concluding they were not crucial for air
quality improvement.

o 2024 F A AT A NCAIEHR-TET TR0 FAATRAT HFHUTT FEYUTT I SO2
AR T IETTA el & T e 7o, [ ey f¥enrer foh d a1 aqoraar
guR & fow wgeaqr 79 8

e Rather than debating these issues and building a consensus before notifying the
norms, the discussion continues nearly a decade later.

o 3T Al W 989 F AR A F JAGRT WA § wgd WA T F T,
Al ST U aRrh ae st S

Different deadlines 3TeIar-3releT ¥HY HAT
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In the midst of these debates, the MoEFCC diluted some norms and also extended,
multiple times, the deadlines for compliance, with the notification of December 2024
being the fourth in the series.

$eT SEAl & §e, MOEFCC & o HIeTohi &l il Y fear 3R 3fqurelel & GoY
AT & g IR For, foraet fGaeaw 2024 #r srftrgaar =i ar o

As a result, there are different deadlines for thermal plants in different locations and for
different types of emissions, with SO2 emission deadlines being well after the deadline
for other emissions.

gRuTAEIET, [AffeT TUET 3R AT IR & 3c8od & T 987 §IAT i 3rer1-
Iordr AT AT, f99H SO2 3cqoted Y 7T AT 37 3cqad Hf gag dar &

s gl

The final deadline for compliance with other emissions, including particulate matter
emissions, was December 31, 2024, with many plants having to comply from
December 31 of 2022 and 2023.

3T IcHolell & 3fefarelel T 3ifad qHT WA, [H6e For qerd 3wt fA g, 31
feHaT 2024 o1, 3N 3 FIAT A1 31 RER 2022 AR 2023 F AT HEAT AT

However, it is not clear if various pollution control boards are verifying adherence to
these norms as there is no publicly available source for this information.

gTellfeh, TE TISC w161 ¢ Tob Aot YGuUT AT &S 5o7 ATl T Ulelel FiATRET T
@ & 1 AT, FOif 39 el & AT Fis Ardeifae AT 3UdsY g &l

Consumer pays IYHIFdT HI 3T FIAT 93T &

Due to the evolving timelines in the various MOEFCC notifications, many thermal plants
have already tendered contracts to install FGDs but not at a pace required to meet
deadlines before the latest notification.

et MoEFCC 3faueEeait # Scorcl FAT-HAT & HRUT, H5 YA HIAT o Tgo &
FGDs &1 &l & T 3rgeer ax fow g, dfehel wdlea#d iftgeem & uge qog
AT B QT e I g8 AT

Electricity regulators introduced regulations to pass on the costs of installing FGDs
and other pollution control equipment to electricity consumers, irrespective of whether
emission norms are met.

farsrelt fAam®T & FGDs 3R 317 WqWoT foa0T 3ol T FATTAT T ol i
fasrel swsieransit W srere & foT s o) fohu, 91g 3cHsiel ATl T drele fohar
IAT BT AT AT

As a result, though the earliest deadline for SO2 emission norms is now December 31,
2027, 22 GW of thermal plants have already installed FGDs, and 102 GW (nearly 50%
of installed thermal capacity) is in advanced stages of setting up FGDs.
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o IRUTHEIET, gTelifeh SO2 3cHolel ATAH! 7 Ja8 IRIAS THAT @& 379 31 RE=w
2027 §, 22 GW 9H« WIAT o7 U8l & FGDs TG & faw g, 31 102 GW (ererster
50% TS AT &THAT) Sood IOT H g

e Given the new timelines for compliance, plants with FGDs may not operate them to
avoid increased generation costs, pushing them down the preferred list of generators.

o ATl & T 7% FHI-HAT F WA §U, FGDs T HIA 5T g% 3cdeed oerd §
I & AU 3¢ Harferd S8 A @R §, oed 9 graf@ew gy 7 N 31 Fhd §
e As aresult, electricity consumers may end up paying for installed but unused

equipment, while citizens living near thermal plants may not benefit from cleaner air for
at least three more years, if not longer.

o URUTAETEY, fasrell IustFars T T ofthel qadel 3UHON & felw sgerar=t
FAT IS ohdT &, STafeh I FIAT & 91T Ead dlel ARIRPT I hd T FF diT Tl

O T §aAT P ol Al THel ThdT gl

o Perhaps this modern variant of Birbal’s khichdi will get cooked one day, but the
institutional, environmental, health, and financial costs of doing so are likely to be
high.

o ARG IE IMYMEF FEHoT dder A Bast e G o & e, afder sas
WEYTT, Aoy, Fareey 3 A amrd & 31 g awdr &

¢ Unlike the original fable, it is not even clear whether the right lessons would be learned
from this saga.

o I FEE & AW, TE o TASC G § fb 3@ QU USAHA A HET Heeh T STwan
a1 T

Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD)

e Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) is a technology used to remove sulfur dioxide
(S0,) from the exhaust gases of fossil-fuel power plants, primarily coal-fired plants.

o T I SHHUSNRSA (FGD) Ueh Tehelleh ¢ TolHerT 3UANT How SBHTFATES
(SO,) Fr SlanR#F st 3TaTRA fSetell TIET, RAATR FIIT-3maRa I & Fad
At A gear F T Far Sar g1

Objective of FGD

e The primary aim is to reduce air pollution, particularly the emission of sulfur dioxide,
which contributes to acid rain and respiratory diseases.

o SHR HET 36T A TGUOT T el el ¢, AT T & Hohy SS3FATSS &
3cHoIeT I, St 3Fel auT 3R ea@el Heell 91T T HROT FoAcll g

How FGD Works
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e The process involves introducing lime or limestone slurry into flue gas, which reacts
with SO, to form calcium sulfate (gypsum), a byproduct often used in the
construction industry.

5 UfshdT # oy I A AT AT AT TR FT °I STl ST &, ST SO, & |y
gfafrar & Hfeeaa aehe (oas) gardar §, 57 3 @At 3eer & 3uhr
forar e B

Importance in India

e India is the second-largest consumer of coal globally, and thermal power plants are
the primary source of SO, emissions in the country.

o AR feT H GET FIW TIT FIAS FT IYNFAT &, 3 YA TR Tl T 7 SO,

3cHSlT & qET AT Bl

e To comply with the 2015 emission norms set by the Ministry of Environment,
Forest, and Climate Change (MoEFCC), FGD systems have been made mandatory
in thermal power plants.

« 2015 %F 3cHold ATIES! H Uleld el & [T, oo wafawor, a1 3R srearg aRade
HATFTT (MoEFCC) garT i foram I/ 2, ¥ qrey ceie # FGD fawea
ifAa a1 fgu arw €

Key Data and Facts

e According to a 2022 report by Central Electricity Authority (CEA), about 448
thermal units in India were mandated to install FGD systems by 2022-2024, with
strict deadlines to reduce SO, emissions.

o FE fagga WRAFIOT (CEA) T 2022 &1 RUIE & AR, 9N H 1T 448 YT
IfATH T 2022-2024 T FGD fFeH TUfd &l 3Hfard fham amr o, So,
3Tl I HH FA H vl

e India contributes nearly 15% of global SO, emissions, according to Greenpeace’s
2019 report.

o MTdF T 2019 A RN & HFAR, $RT dRFh SO, IcTolel FI I 15%
et e §

Challenges in Implementation

e High Costs: Installing FGD systems requires significant capital, with estimated costs
ranging between ¥0.60-0.70 per unit of electricity generated.

o« 3% dra: FGD fiver T &at & #Agcaqol ot T maegerar gidr &, forashr
AT ST 20.60-0.70 fay Reger 3§ axeh &1
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Should India build a sovereign, foundational Al model?

GS Paper IlI: S&T

[ PARLEY

n 2023, OpenAl CEO Sam Altman’s

remarks in India on the cost of training

foundational Al models - like the ones

that power ChatGPT — sparked a debate
on whether Indian firms should spend millions
of dollars on the aim of that technology. The
issue pits sovereignty and national pride against
financial constraints. Is it necessary for
sovereignty and business reasons for India to
work towards a foundational model, as the I'T
Ministry’s IndiaAl Mission has announced it
will? Pranesh Prakash and Tanuj Bhojwani
discuss the question in a discussion moderated
by Aroon Deep. Edited excerpis:

Does India need to build a sovereign
foundational Al model for its local needs?

Pranesh Prakash: I believe that India should be
working on foundation models, but not for the
purpose of sovereignty. It is important to have
people who are able to build foundation models
and also to have people who can build on top of
foundation models to deploy and build
applications. We need to have people in India
who are able to apply themselves to every part
of building Al

Sovereignty is something that we should be
concerned about from the perspective of things
such as sanctions, which we have seen the U.S.
apply over specific kinds of chips, especially
those that are used for training Al models, and
export controls over things like software or
models. Those may be coming down the road.

But I do not think you need to be worried
about that. As things stand, what we have are
not just proprietary models which are closed,
under licence, and cannot legally be used
without the permission of the person who
created that model. We also have a lot of open
weights models and a few open source models,
such as DeepSeek R1. And because we have
these, for which you do not need permission
and can deploy locally, we do not need to
approach these from the perspective of national
security and sovereignty and concerned about
sanctions, and so on.

1f there are sanctions tomorrow which are
applied to the usage of any models produced in
the U.S., Indians can just “fork” the code of
many of the existing open source models,
refashion those, and build on top of them.

As long as these models exist, are
state-of-the-art, and are competing well against
proprietary models — and I believe we will soon
come to a point where they will out-compete
praprietary models — we do not need to be
concerned about this from the perspective of
sovereignty.

The DeepSeek page is seen on a smartphone. AP

Tanuj Bhojwani: I would say that for
sovereignty we should do this, but if they really
wanted to black you, they would start with
chips, as Mr. Pranesh pointed out. Even if you
had your own model, you need Graphics
Processing Units (GPUs) to run it. DeepSeek uses
Huawei’s [Ascend HiSilicon] 910C chips — India
cannot even put that up. We have no contract
with manufacturers such as Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing Company
Limited (TSMC) to produce chips of even a
previous generation.

More than sovereignty, there is an element of
pride here; we are ambitious people, and want
our own model. We have done this in other
areas; we have reached beyond, in GDP per
capita terms, what our aukat (station) would be.
Infosys co-founder Nandan [Nilekani]'s point
and my point is this: do this if you see returns.
Do this if anybody sees the returns on it,
whether the pride is the return for the
investment, make sure the investment is
proportionate to that end.

Does the emergence of DeepSeek at low cost
malke this more attainable? Is it worth the
expense?

TB: Even with DeepSeek, this remains a game of
a few hundreds of millions of dollars. DeepSeek
'V3’s training run cost $5.6 million. But in
cutting-edge research, there are a lot of failed
attempts at that goal. So we are still talking about
hundreds of millions of dollars in investments.
Even if you produce a foundational model in
India, there is still a lot to do — paying salaries
and so on — before you can make money back
on that investment.

The market is still majority U.S.-dominated.
About 60% of the market cap of the entire globe
is in the U.S. Even today, business-to-business

ee

We should acknowledge that we have limited
resou and then we should think about
what is the wisest way to spend them.
Competing with a [ChatGPT] 03 or
[DeepSeek] Rl may not be the best idea with
the absolute quantum of resources we are
talking about

TANUJ BHOJWANI

software-as-a-service founders in India are
largely selling to the U.S. If we believe we will
make an Indian model with local language
content, you are capping yourself on the knee
because the overall Indian enterprise market
that will purchase Al is much smaller.

Spending $200 a month to replace a human
worker may be possible in the U.S., but in India,
that is what the human worker is being paid in
the first place.

To succeed here anyway, the government
needs to create an institute that has autonomy
and spending power. 90% of the spending will
go to failed experiments. Our public
procurement system is not geared for that kind
of error tolerance.

PP: There is a lot we can do even in terms of
software, in which India has been seen as a
success. We need more focus on what is built on
top of models — how we commercialise the Al
models that are already in use. The enthusiasm
among young developers is very much there,
even if they are not always well-versed. Students
nowadays in their first year are learning how to
use six different development tools right from
the very beginning.

‘We should also promote innovation based on
constraints, as Alibaba and DeepSeek have
shown.

TB: [ think the real question to ask is not
whether we should undertake the Herculean
effort of building one foundational model, but to
ask what are the investments we should be
making such that the research environment, the
innovation, private market investors, etc., all
come together and orchestrate in a way to
produce — somewhere out of a lab or out of a
private player - a foundational large language
model (LLM). The real questions we are not
paying attention to are: Why does it not happen?
What is wrong with our research? What is wrong
with our R&D investments, the spending both by
the private market and government?

The IndiaAl Mission under the IT Ministry
has announced that it is making GPU clusters

available to startups and academia at
subsidised rates. What is your take on this
announcement and on government Al policy
in general as an impetus to investment?

PP: The capital expenditure is a good sign. T
think the government should look at other ways
of promoting the responsible usage of these
technologies, including amongst them doing
careful studies of what kinds of regulations
ought to be put and, very importantly, what
kinds of regulations ought not to be put.

TB: This does bring down the cost of renting a
GPU significantly downwards, but even then
somewhere in all of this are the margins that we
are paying to data centre operators, providers,
etc., to do these things. It is my understanding
that both DeepSeek and, of course, all the large
labs definitely have dedicated contracts wherein
they are buying, installing the GPUs and using
them completely by themselves for training
runs.

Even with its low training run bills, DeepSeek
has over a critical threshold of captive GPUs —
they are known to have at least one cluster of
Nvidia H-100s, and a calculation doing the
rounds puts their investments at $1.3 billion. The
Big Tech firms are investing $80 billion a year on
infrastructure.

‘We have resource constraints here; the
budget for this is less than the cost of training
Meta’s Llama 4 model, and that budget then has
to be spread out equitably and fairly among the
whole country. The government is not taking
that concentrated bet. We are taking very sparse
resources that we have and we are further
thinning it out.

The subsidy is still a very good thing if people
are using it for the right purposes. Al for Bharat
is trying to train IndicTrans2, and a
text-to-speech system for Indian languages. And
those are critical things we need, and you can
get away with, say, 500 or 1000 GPUs for that
task, and you can get very good results
compared to the state-of-the-art. So I think that
is really the message that we should
acknowledge that we have limited resources,
and then we should think about what is the
wisest way to spend them. Competing with a
[ChatGPT] 03 or [DeepSeek] Rl may not be the
best idea with the absolute quantum of
resources we are talking about.
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Should India build a sovereign, foundational Al model?
FIT AR P Th G9, FAAET THTE AlSeT a1t A1fgw?

In 2023, OpenAl CEO Sam Altman's remarks in India on the cost of
training foundational Al models sparked a debate on whether Indian
firms should spend millions of dollars on this technology.

2023 #, OpenAl & Hi$3t VA 3ifecdst i dRa F ghardr wans Afsa
F1 gfAfAT FIT A aRrg W ot F 59 W 8w 33 & fF 4w
HRAT FUfAAT F 57 dosle W ATIT o T FI gl
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e The issue pits sovereignty and national pride against financial constraints.
IE FGET AWET 3R TAT a1d Fr e st & Sy @sr war &

e The IT Ministry’s IndiaAl Mission has announced plans to work towards a foundational

Al model.
IMEE F7AET F IndiaAl AT S v JIATET TS AlseT T A A T =IO Hr
gl
Does India need to build a sovereign foundational Al model for its
local needs?

FIT HRA FT YA TALT STt F AT v awey giaardy vanrd aAfse
T FY HTARITFAT 872

e Pranesh Prakash believes India should work on foundational models but not for
sovereignty.

YON YhTRN T ATl § foh R T AAIET AlSel W HIH el AMGT, Afehed THAT
& faw gt

o ltis important to have people in India who can build Al models and applications.
HRA & UV AN FT BT aTh ¢ AT THIE Aol 3T vicerhereT 941 |

e Sovereignty concerns arise due to sanctions on Al chips and software by the U.S.
Fwsgem $r Rarst 1 HRoTwIs few 3R wiwedy W IARE garr s v
gfase g

e However, open-source models like DeepSeek R1 exist, which can be deployed
without permission.

glefifeh, DeepSeek R1 S 3U=T-8WI Alse HiS[g ¢, Toled R sregafar & ey fomar o
Hehell B

o |If future sanctions occur, Indians can “fork” existing open-source models and build
upon them.

Ife sifasay & yfaaer oo § ar e AiSEr Nuer-aRF Alser F “®IF” T Fhd ¢
AR 3 W FF &R FHhd ¢l

o Tanuj Bhojwani argues that sovereignty is important, but chips are a bigger issue.
aoer HISTaTel 1 d% § o WWSaT Aeeaqor 8, olfehet frcw wa a3t waean 3

¢ India lacks contracts with major chip manufacturers like TSMC.
AR & 9IH TSMC 3 wog@ o frafanst & @y sreqaer adt

e More than sovereignty, national pride and economic returns should justify the
investment.

qaaT & TR, Idr ard 3R anfdE emer o der @ wE Sgen @nfgul
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Does the emergence of DeepSeek at low cost make this more
attainable?

FAT FH ANG A DeepSeek FT 3HIAT 38 HfUF Fasr aram 32

Even with DeepSeek, foundational Al remains a costly investment (hundreds of
millions of dollars).

DeepSeek & STaSG, ST T3S 379 oY g forder =11 g3 & (dwst faforas
o) |

DeepSeek V3’s training cost was $5.6 million, but failed attempts increase
expenses.

DeepSeek V3 & UfRIETOT I R $5.6 AT oY, dfehT RPer TIH R e &
The Al market is U.S.-dominated (60% of global market cap).

TS SR H FANFT FT ghEa ¢ (AR IR YElHIoT 7 60%) |

Indian Al models with local language content may have a limited market.

TYT T A aTel HRAT TS AS HT IR AT &Y ThaTm g

U.S. firms can afford $200 per month to replace a worker; in India, this is often a
worker’s salary.

AR FafAr $200 9fd A TIT FT ool §, T AT H Ig 36 FHAAR FT
AdeT 81T Bl

To succeed, India needs an autonomous Al institute with funding.
% 8l & foT, ARG $ TF Tadd TS G 3T O wor v smaeasan 21

90% of spending will go into failed experiments, but India’s public procurement
system lacks error tolerance.

90% @ fawer gAYt A STCaT, Aot AR A WSS TG yorreh # e
Hearefterar «7et gl

Pranesh Prakash emphasizes India's software strength and commercializing Al
applications.

JOIeT YT o IR T ATFeAIT &TAIHT iR v3nmé vioadhare &1 sargariaior it
SR fea|

Young developers are enthusiastic and learning multiple Al tools from the start.
IaT 3T9H 3cAET & 3N YT F & FF UHE Tow HE W 2

India should promote innovation based on constraints, as seen with Alibaba and
DeepSeek.

TR ! AT & HUR W AR FT GeM@T ST AT, ST T refamr 3
DeepSeek = fhaT|

Should India build a sovereign, foundational Al model? FaT HRd I
UF WY, AN Al AlSer qarer =ifge?
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e TB: The real question is not whether India should build one foundational model, but
rather what investments should be made to foster research, innovation, and private
market investment to organically produce a large language model (LLM).

o TB: 3(Hell HaATST IE 6T ¢ b HNd I T HeAN AlSH SeAlell AT AT 41, dfosh ITg
T JragaeTe, AarR AR A aeR A w eafea #e & fov Sia @ faaer fae
S aIfgw arfes 981 #TeT Aser (LLM) Tarenfas &9 ¥ [Jaf@d & Il

¢ India needs to examine why such a model has not emerged yet and identify issues in
research, R&D investments, and government-private spending.

o HRA H Fg Sfidel H TR § ¥ Atse Ioht aF w4t a@ g 3R segHn, R&D
faaer, 3R wwr-fash @< & Fa1 gAe” g

IndiaAl Mission and GPU clusters IndiaAl ferer 31X GPU Fa&ed

¢ IndiaAl Mission under the IT Ministry has announced subsidized GPU clusters for
startups and academia.

o IT HATOT & ded IndiaAl e & Ter&sreq 3R e+ FeusE & fov gfegd) aer
GPU Fa¥ed fr aivom T gl

e PP: Government should focus not just on capital expenditure but also on regulatory
frameworks, ensuring responsible Al usage.

o PP W&R & A% qeiera 97 @ &4 g Sl @R, afoes s e i AIF
foresteR 3w 1 giafRad s @izl
e TB: Subsidized GPUs lower costs, but data center margins still add expenses.

o TB: WfeHs arak GPU dRTd &l d Fld &, odfche] 3eT e Arfore 373 off 1faRea
Td Shsd &

e DeepSeek and major labs have dedicated contracts for GPU procurement, investing
billions of dollars.

« DeepSeek 3R 7@ odeq = GPU @l F faw Ay sregaer fvw & 30 3@l sfeR o
feraer fmar g

e DeepSeek's GPU cluster includes Nvidia H-100s, with a total investment estimate of
$1.3 billion.

» DeepSeek HT GPU Fo¥eX Nvidia H-100s Al YT &, el el fader omerd $1.3
fafereT 3mhr a5 &1

e Big Tech firms are investing $80 billion per year in Al infrastructure.

o N TH FUfAAT &Y T $80 frTst Al Sthreee=y & A3y & @ &l

Challenges in Al investment and development Al faaer 3t e &
el

9

e India's Al budget is less than the cost of training Meta's LIama 4 model.
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o ¥R & Al 9I¢, Meta & Llama 4 ATsd T RITEIT aa FI arera & off & g
o Government’s distributed budget strategy makes concentrated Al investment difficult.

o WaR FAaRa soc WA Figd Al AT Fr FdT T Bl

e TB: Subsidy is beneficial, but India should prioritize Al solutions for Indic languages
like IndicTrans2 and text-to-speech systems.

o TB: feHs) BIeHe §, dfched HRT F HRAT st & AT Al FAHE S

IndicTrans2 3R taFe-g-¥ita fAFes &l Jraffenar ¢air =gl
e 500-1000 GPUs are sufficient for building state-of-the-art Indic Al models.

« 500-1000 GPUs 3Yfas #RAT Al AISe dlel & T 9died g
e Competing with ChatGPT-4 or DeepSeek R1 may not be the best use of India’s limited

resources.
e ChatGPT-4 IT DeepSeek R1 ¥ ufawqell vt 4RA & AT FATHAT 7 qa 30T
39T AET 81 HehelT|
f10,147-CI’OI’€ worth ¥10,147-crore worth contracts signed
contracts Signed for for Pinaka ammunition

Pinaka ammunition

|GS Paper lll: Defence]
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Defence Ministry on
Thursday signed contracts
worth 10,147 crore for a
variety of ammunition for
the Army’s Pinaka Multiple
Rocket Launch Systems
(MRLS). The ammunition
also enhances the range of
the Pinaka systems.

Contracts were inked
with Economic Explosives
Limited (EEL) and Muni-
tions India Limited (MIL)
for the procurement of
Area Denial Munition
(ADM) Type-1 and High Ex-
plosive  Pre-Fragmented
(HEPF)-Mk-1 (enhanced)
rockets respectively for Pi-
naka MRLS at a total cost of
¥10,147 crore, a Ministry
statement said.

A contract for upgrades
in Shakti software has also
been signed with Bharat
Electronics Limited (BEL).

The ADM Type-1 ammu-
nition has a specialised
warhead to deliver a quan-
tum of sub-munitions over
a larger area targeting me-

A contract for
upgrades in Shakti
software has also
been signed with
Bharat Electronics
Limited

chanised forces, vehicles
and personnel, thereby de-
nying specific areas to the
enemy, the statement said.

The upgraded Pinaka is
going to be the mainstay of
the Army’s long range
rocket artillery.

Last November, the De-
fence Research and Deve-
lopment Organisation
(DRDO) announced the
successful completion of
flight tests of guided Pina-
ka rockets of 75 km paving
the way for its induction
doubling the original
range. Work is on to en-
hance the range to 120 km
and further to 300 km.

The fully automated 214-
mm Pinaka MRLS battery
can deliver a salvo of 72
rockets on the target up to
75 km in 44 seconds.

st Memareg & AT 10,147 F:A0s
Hed & Hefad WY gEamer fFuw aw

Defence Ministry Signs Contracts for Pinaka MRLS
Ammunition

T FAOT o N THIRTaey F v Mar-arve aasiar
W T granr

e On Thursday, the Defence Ministry signed contracts worth
10,147 crore for a variety of ammunition for the Army’s
Pinaka Multiple Rocket Launch Systems (MRLS).

TEAR & &M AT o BT & Rt wedqar Adhe died
RTed (TH3mRuawd) & v [Affes Mar-arvg & oo
10,147 FU5 & FHSIAT W gEAER |

¢ The ammunition also enhances the range of the Pinaka
systems.

g Ielr-aree e RAverw gl & o sorar &

e Contracts were inked with Economic Explosives Limited
(EEL) and Munitions India Limited (MIL) for the procurement
of Area Denial Munition (ADM) Type-1 and High Explosive
Pre-Fragmented (HEPF)-Mk-1 (enhanced) rockets
respectively for Pinaka MRLS at a total cost of 10,147 crore.
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FHIAS TFacataed faffes (EEL) 3R Al $f3ar Afdes (ML) & @y Rer
THANUATH & v oRAT Bemrer #gfaere (ADM) 2/89-1 3R g8 varacaiag -
$T (HEPF)-Mk-1 (T=gi¥s) Uched &1 @l & v 210,147 FAZ & Fol AWIT T
FASAT W geareR frw 1w

e A contract for upgrades in Shakti software has also been signed with Bharat
Electronics Limited (BEL).

afFa FiFeaR # GuR & v 4Rd saacifaew AfAds (BEL) % @y U Fagidar
o fham I

e The ADM Type-1 ammunition has a specialised warhead to deliver a quantum of sub-
munitions over a larger area targeting mechanised forces, vehicles, and personnel,
thereby denying specific areas to the enemy.

ADM TTEY-1 MeT-a1Fe A Teh AT aReS ¢ S U 95 &1F # qa-wgfererew 1 faaika
T &, [THHT e AFages BRIW, aeet AN FHAR 81 §, 36 TR G &
faferse g=7 & afga & f&ar Srar gl

e The upgraded Pinaka is going to be the mainstay of the Army’s long-range rocket
artillery.

3TISS ATt T Y Afear-Ior Wdhe TS T {TT IMUR Fofot T T 8
e Last November, the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)

announced the successful completion of flight tests of guided Pinaka rockets of 75 km,
paving the way for its induction, doubling the original range.

od FaraR &, Wl Jqaua 3R f@AF@ F@red (DRDO) & 75 fnaft &t mgs Ry
UdheH & 35T TQeTUll I HheldIqdeh FHATCA T BV Y, FoTqd SHehT SSFAT T
AT JRIE g3, AR FeT 1T A1 QAT o |

e Work is on to enhance the range to 120 km and further to 300 km.

120 fFHY dF IS Je=r 3T 319 300 fF#t d o7 S T 1 IR §

e The fully automated 214-mm Pinaka MRLS battery can deliver a salvo of 72 rockets on
the target up to 75 km in 44 seconds.

214-FAA R THARTATH Sl g e & Tauifad g, St o6 g W 72 Fdhed &
T Heal 75 fhHY a& 44 s & gET Tt gl
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IAF’s Mirage 2000 crashes
near Gwalior after system

malfunction;

IGS Paper lll: Defence|

The Hindu Bureau
BHOPAL

An Indian Air Force (IAF)
aircraft, a twin-seater Mir-
age 2000, crashed on
Thursday in Shivpuri dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh af-
ter a system malfunction.
Both pilots safely ejected
before the accident, auth-
orities said.

The IAF said the fighter
plane was out on a routine
sortie and crashed after en-
countering a system mal-
function.

The IAF said in a post on
X that an inquiry had been
ordered to ascertain the
cause of the accident.

The plane crashed
around 2.30 p.m. near Su-
nari village in the Karera
police station limits, ac-
cording to the local police.

Shivpuri  Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) Aman
Singh Rathore told The
Hindu that the plane had
taken off from the Gwalior

pilots safe

In flames: The Mirage 2000 aircraft of the IAF crashed near Shivpuri
during a routine training sortie, in Gwalior on Thursday. ANI

airbase and crashed near
Karera town. The authori-
ties were alerted by the lo-
cal people who spotted the
plane in a field, he added.

Mr. Rathore said the two
pilots had safely ejected
from the plane before the
crash and received minor
injuries. A team of IAF offi-
cials arrived in Shivpuri on
a helicopter and airlifted
the pilots back to the base,
he added.

Additional SP Sanjeev
Mule told reporters that no

local person suffered inju-
ries in the incident. “Local
police, an ambulance, and
a fire tender reached the
spot immediately,” he said.

Videos from the crash
site surfaced on the Inter-
net showing the aircraft in
pieces and flames.

The IAF operates three
squadrons of the Mirage
2000 fighters, manufac-
tured by Dassault Aviation
of France, which have
since been upgraded, and
are based at Gwalior.

IAF’s Mirage 2000
crashes near Gwalior
after system
malfunction; pilots
safe

AT F1 A
2000 RATeH # @€

Indian Air Force Mirage 2000
Aircraft Crashes in Madhya
Pradesh

HET Yo H ARAT arg {elr H1
s 2000 fawTeT gHeaTTd

e AnIndian Air Force (IAF)
aircraft, a twin-seater Mirage
2000, crashed on Thursday in
Shivpuri district of Madhya
Pradesh after a system
malfunction.

HRAT arg {1 (IAF) F7 Efa=-
Wex AIer 2000 fGATH JFER A

aeg wour & Raqd o A Reew @t & HRoT gHeamed g |
o Both pilots safely ejected before the accident, authorities said.
TIEARIUTT & AR, el IIeIe gHesT ¥ ggol FRiAT 0 & ae faswer 1w 3
e The IAF said the fighter plane was out on a routine sortie and crashed after
encountering a system malfunction.

IAF & g1 foh ®1gex faame v ®er @idt i a1 3R Rvew @ & FHROT gEeand

g I
e The IAF said in a post on X that an inquiry had been ordered to ascertain the cause of
the accident.
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IAF & X I Tsh 9IeC # gl foh GEEHT o HROT T Il ol & T Teh ST ohr 3T
fear arar gl

e The plane crashed around 2.30 p.m. near Sunari village in the Karera police station
limits, according to the local police.

T gfod & 31AR, A ¥ 2.30 99t & THA AR aNa & 9T HR0 g
UTelT &7 H gHeATIEd g3

e Shivpuri Superintende%t of Police (SP) Aman Singh Rathore told The Hindu that the
plane had taken off from the Gwalior airbase and crashed near Karera town.

gl & gfew sreflars (SP) e Rig TR A g g admar & faa sarfae
TIREAH & 3307 I o oG HWT AT & I gHCATIEd gl |

e The authorities were alerted by the local people who spotted the plane in a field, he
added.

3ogiel gl b TUT el GaRT faATT & T & 7 ¢@r 331, rad it @i
giad fear o

e Mr. Rathore said the two pilots had safely ejected from the plane before the crash and
received minor injuries.

TSR & &gl & Sl I geieT & Ugel fadAeT & AT ¥ & ae? faswe v K
3o¢ ol A1 3TTS |

o A team of IAF officials arrived in Shivpuri on a helicopter and airlifted the pilots back to
the base, he added.

3egiel FeT & IAF ARt 1 v O geliehicet & Riaqdr wg=h AR argeret
giIIET e Ao g o S|

e Additional SP Sanjeev Mule told reporters that no local person suffered injuries in the
incident.

FfaRea SP wslla Fed A Faeard3il & Hgl o 36 Ul H F$ FTAWT fFd vl
sTer g3l

e “Local police, an ambulance, and a fire tender reached the spot immediately,” he said.
g e

e Videos from the crash site surfaced on the Internet showing the aircraft in pieces and
flames.

qUTHT T ¥ A Sexee W A T, o A= & gens 3R 3mr fie@rs & @

o)

e The IAF operates three squadrons of the Mirage 2000 fighters, manufactured by
Dassault Aviation of France, which have since been upgraded, and are based at
Gwalior.

IAF TSt 2000 B18eH & die FFarga Taifoid AT ¢, folec Wil Sl galee Tiauers
earT AT fohar T &, S 319 deh 39ds @ g ¢ AR arfam A Bud gl
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Argentina
bans gender
transitions

for minors
IGS Paper lll: S&T |

Agence France-Presse
BUENOS AIRES

Argentina said on Wednes-
day it would ban gender
transition procedures for
minors, part of President
Javier Milei’s war on what
he calls “woke ideology”.

Presidential spokesper-
son Manuel Adorni said the
government would amend
a 2012 law to “ban hor-
mone treatment and body
adaptation surgery for pe-
ople aged under 18”. He ar-
gued that gender transition
treatments posed a “se-
rious risk” to the physical
and mental health of
minors.

“In many cases the ef-
fects of these treatments
and surgeries are irreversi-
ble,” he said, listing Fin-
land, Sweden, Britain and
the United States among
countries that are restrict-
ing access to gender transi-
tions for minors, including
treatment such as puberty
blockers.

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Argentina bans gender transitions for minors
ST A ArEfat & fAv foer aRadsr w gy
o9 e

Argentina to Ban Gender Transition Procedures for Minors
ST F At & v foer FwaAvr ikt o gfaser s &1 Yo
o

. Argentina said on Wednesday it would ban gender transition
procedures for minors, part of President Javier Milei’s war on what he calls
“‘woke ideology”.

ISHEAT A AR F Fgl o ag aArarfeant & v far wweror afvanat o«
yfaaer oremven, g wgufa SR AR & g atw Ry & e ey
& fRea B

. Presidential spokesperson Manuel Adorni said the government would
amend a 2012 law to “ban hormone treatment and body adaptation surgery
for people aged under 18”.

Tegafe yaFdar A3rer HSNA o Hgl o AHR 2012 &F Fefed A HAT T 18
¥ ¥ &4 37 F el & v geifa svEr sk ariRe segges e ag
FT M|

. He argued that gender transition treatments posed a “serious risk” to the
physical and mental health of minors.

3ogiel doh fohar o foleT HhaA0T 3UAR Ararfeaet & A 3R Aefe w@reeg
& faU IR @ar 30T A g

. “In many cases the effects of these treatments and surgeries are
irreversible,” he said, listing Finland, Sweden, Britain, and the United States

among countries that are restricting access to gender transitions for minors,
including treatment such as puberty blockers.

s, free, 3R Wgaa TsT & 3T AT & ¥ H Py A s sArarfoet & fow
mmww@ﬁmawﬁg,mﬁmmmw&ma
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