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Night school for Kalbeliya women unlocks new opportunities

[GS Paper I: Society |

Mohammed Igbal
AJMER

Making a difference within
the nomadic Kalbeliya tri-
bal community, Sanju Devi
runs an atta chakki (flour
mill) at her modest home
to grind fresh flour for 40
to 50 households in Bhair-
wai village of Ajmer dis-
trict, ensuring that they
have quality food staples.
Ms. Devi manages the en-
trepreneurial venture her-
self, maintaining the bills,
records and feedback of
her customers.

The 28-year-old woman
earlier could not read or
even recognise letters and
was confined mostly to
home, doing household
chores. Ms. Devi learnt to
read and write in Hindi
and sign her name at a un-
ique night school, which
has unlocked new oppor-
tunities for women and
children belonging to the

poor Kalbeliya community.

The Samata night
school, established in the
nondescript Bhairwai
hamlet in Ajmer district’s
Kishangarh tehsil about a
year ago, is imparting edu-
cation through a commun-
ity-designed  curriculum
which reflects the specific
needs and aspirations of
Kalbeliyas. The backward
community is known for
snake charming, folk songs
and dances, which form
part of its traditions.

Lesson in life skills
Women, who attend the
school at night after com-
pleting their daily chores,
learn Hindi, mathematics,
practical life skills, and en-
joy songs and games that
make learning engaging
and relevant.

Bhairwai has long grap-
pled with the absence of
basic amenities such as
electricity, clean water,

Women at the Samata night school for Kalbeliya community in
Ajmer district’s Bhairwai village. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

and education. Home to
about 50 households, the
local community primarily
relies on the traditional
Kalbeliya art of dance and
singing to make ends meet.
In return for their perfor-
mances, they receive rice
and other essentials,
which barely sustain them,
while school education
and good living standards
are an unattainable dream

for them.

Rameshwari Devi, 29, is
among other beneficiaries
of the education at the
doorstep, as she received
training in stitching and
was given a sewing ma-
chine, which she now uses
to earn by stitching
clothes. She can read sign-
boards while travelling and
sign her name in the
MGNREGS works register,

where she would earlier
put her thumb impression.

Another Kalbeliya wo-
man, Sarju Devi, 32, said
she could travel alone after
becoming literate and was
at present running a small
shop, while managing its fi-
nances and keeping re-
cords. “The night school
has been life-changing for
me... [ am excited to learn
English in future to explore
new opportunities,” she
said.

Tailored for women

The school was launched
last year by Manthan Sans-
tha, a grassroots voluntary
organisation based in Kotri
village, which identified
the pressing needs of the
Kalbeliya community and
tailored the “nocturnal in-
stitution” specifically for
women. After an initial re-
luctance and hesitation,
the women gradually
warmed up to the idea of

Night School for Kalbeliya Women Unlocks New
Opportunities

Freraferdr #Afgarst & AT aAEe FFd A 7T FE @

Sanju Devi, a member of the Kalbeliya tribal community, runs an atta

chakki (flour mill) at her home in Bhairwai village, Ajmer district,

providing fresh flour to 40 to 50 households.
wof &, S e Senfa FHeE § ¢, g 919, 3o orer A
Y WX W TF TSI TaFh TaATdl 8, forad 40 & 50 G &Y arslr 3Hrer
fAerar 81

Address :
Email Id :

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

education.

The women, who once
hesitated to step outside
their homes, are now not
just literate, they are aware
of their health, cultural
heritage, and the oppor-
tunities available through
government schemes.
“Women are playing a
proactive role in sustaining
the school and advocating
for their children’s educa-
tion. They stand empo-
wered today, ready to
speak for their rights and
make themselves heard,”
Tejaram Mali, founder-di-
rector of Manthan Sanstha,
told The Hindu.

Manthan Sanstha’s op-
erations head Sanjay Mala-
kar said the women, after
getting education at Sama-
ta night school, had trans-
formed their lives by sup-
porting their families,
earning a livelihood, and
becoming role models in
their community.

She manages all aspects of the business, including bills, records, and customer
feedback.

g faer, Re1s 3R amew wfafsean afed sgaary & @t g3t & @erercr 81

At 28 years old, she previously could not read or recognize letters and was confined to
household chores.

28 9% FT HYH, TE Ugel o Al UG Hehcll AT 3R o & 3eRT &1 ugareT Hevell o, R
B AT T & WA &)
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e She learned to read, write in Hindi, and sign her name at a night school, opening
new opportunities for women and children in the Kalbeliya community.

378l Teh Ase Thet # &) wga, foger 3 gvamer w3 diar, fSad sreafaar
e T Afgenat AR q==@ & AT A 3aER el

Samata Night School: A Unique Initiative
AT dA5C Thel: Th HAG! Tl

e Samata Night School was established a year ago in Bhairwai village, Kishangarh
tehsil, Ajmer district.

AT AJE T HT UF ¥ Tgel 3Rar$ a9, Freemre dedie, s Srand wfid
T Iram |

e |tfollows a community-designed curriculum tailored to the specific needs and
aspirations of the Kalbeliya community.

g WHE SarT f39mser fnam aram areashat 39eTTdr &, St Feafadr e #r faey
raRTHATHT R TRTETAT T 3MTRA

e The Kalbeliya community is traditionally known for snake charming, folk songs, and
dances.

FTAfAT WS TRARE &9 § TR, a9l 3R e & e s s g

Lessons in Life Skills

ShasT Flerer &Y fram

e Women attend the school at night after completing daily chores.
AT 39 &fAF Frt F U F & 918 T A Tl S L

e They learn Hindi, mathematics, practical life skills, and enjoy songs and games that
make learning engaging.

g &), a1fora, caraeRe sfiae wlera d@d & 3t = 7 @t F1 J3Ee 9 & o
drE@ar Ve S14r B

o Bhairwai village lacks basic amenities like electricity, clean water, and education.
fars e A fasrelt, Taes ol AR few S giaardr giawnsit @ s g

e The 50 households in the village rely on traditional Kalbeliya dance and singing to
sustain themselves.

Mg & 50 BRY T 3MTeiiderr TRARE Freafear g AR T W @R g
Transforming Women's Lives
A3t & Sfad & sgaa

e Rameshwari Devi, 29, learned stitching and was provided with a sewing machine,
which she now uses to earn a livelihood.
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20 qefy g & o e O 31k 378 v R Aefa & o138, 59w 39 98
3menfaerr war & &

e She can now read signboards while traveling and sign her name in the MGNREGS
works register, where she previously used her thumb impression.

319 98 AT & ERIA WIBAdIS 9g vl § 3 AAWT F1F WSTeT #H granmr &
AFHA! 8, 16T Ugl 6 S 1 f¥ermet oammer o

e Sarju Devi, 32, became literate and now runs a small shop, manages its finances,
and keeps records.

32 gty WX &t TR &1 I 3R 379 v B g Tl ¢, 3uH el syaw
srereh § 3t RPs w@eh &
e She aspires to learn English in the future to explore new opportunities.

a5 wfasy A sl W 3R A0 7wt #1 TR # sTge §l

Women’s Empowerment Through Education

e & ATEIA F Afgasit w1 FATFTHIOT

« Women are now aware of their health, cultural heritage, and government schemes.

ARGATT 31 9 FARLY, Fiepfas fAvwa ik W deanst & ufd sreres & W@
gl

e They are actively advocating for their children’s education and playing a proactive
role in sustaining the school.

d 3 geal fr Ran & Qv oy &7 @ marer 301 W § IR TR B q@w @A F
Agcaqut AT e W@

e Tejaram Mali, founder-director of Manthan Sanstha, stated that women are now
empowered, ready to speak for their rights, and make themselves heard.

ASIRIA ATS, HYT HEAT & HEATTH-fAE2reh, o gl 6 ARGy 319 werwad g T €,
e HAFRT F v dea 3R 9= 3 3o & AT d9R §

e Sanjay Malakar, operations head of Manthan Sanstha, mentioned that women have
transformed their lives by supporting families, earning a livelihood, and becoming role
models.

T HATHT, HYST HEAT & Felolel T, o &gl o Afgen3il o 9ar IRany #1
RS FI&h, ATSAFT FATHT R 31T T 39 Siad F g QT

A School Tailored for Women

Afgenat ¥ fAv R{AY T F Far=w =7 T

e Manthan Sanstha, a grassroots voluntary organization based in Kotri village,
launched the school last year after identifying the needs of the Kalbeliya community.
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HYT HEAT, S FIeF) M A TUd v wWdfeew Wea ¢, 7 Mo a¥sq ha

FTAATIIT FHSTT AT ATRIH AT HT €T H TR Y& |
o Initially, women were hesitant but gradually embraced the idea of education.

URY H, Afgat Brere W of, afFa O e & fER #r gaa 79

Kalbeliya Tribes
FTASTAAT AT

e Introduction
o The Kalbeliya are a nomadic tribe from the Thar Desert in Rajasthan, India,
traditionally known for their expertise in snake charming.

o  HIARTAAT AT, $R & IR IATATT FI Teh GH SAoflad &, S IRIRH
T 8 A9 Tohsal H 3N AT & v S Sl g

o Historical Background
o Historically, Kalbelia men carried cobras in cane baskets from door to door in
villages, while women sang and danced to earn a livelihood.

o 3Tagrd H, Hroraferar qey IMdl & o I IhA & BT ofhl ER-ER S 3,
Stafer AfGATT et 3N T A TSR FHAT oA

o They revere the cobra and advocate for the non-killing of such reptiles.

o FAREAH Goll FId & 3R T FOGUl FT 7 ARA HiT dahleld Fd &l

e Cultural Practices
o Dance and Music
» The Kalbeliya dance is an integral part of their culture, performed by
women in flowing black skirts who dance and twirl, replicating the
movements of a serpent.

FIAATAAT e SoTehl HERI T Teh e GEm &, (@ Afgard
Pl HTER UgeIhl TTT T glehdl T el Hld BT g FIAT §l

= |n 2010, UNESCO recognized Kalbeliya folk songs and dances of
Rajasthan as part of its Intangible Cultural Heritage list.

= 2010 H, TAEH! A ToEATT & FleldferdT olleh Ml 3R el @l 39el
I FiEpfas RAowa g & afde faa
o Beadwork

» Kalbeliya women are also known for their intricate beadwork, creating
necklaces, earrings, bracelets, and other ornaments.

»  FHTASTAT ARATT AT SATeoT AeTdh & HIH & v Y ST ST §,
S I gR, A, HIreT 3R 3 30T FATh B

* This beadwork is a significant part of their identity and is traditionally
worn during dance performances.

= I Helsh & HIH 3e1eh Ygdlel T Teh Hgcaqul fGEam § 3 IR
T T Y& & R Tgall A ¢
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e Socio-Economic Changes
o With the enactment of the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972, which prohibited
shake charming, the Kalbeliyas had to shift from their traditional occupation to
performing arts and handicrafts for livelihood.

o 1972 F gegeita WI&TT AfAfRTw & o] gl & |y, fSeT |7 gehsa W
gy oeT f&aT, FHreeferdr &l 39T IRURS TSiifdear ¥ T Hal 3R
AT FI 3N TG FHIAT 9|

o Despite gaining recognition, opportunities for performances are sporadic and
often depend on tourism, leading many to seek alternative livelihoods such as
agriculture or labor work.

o AIAT e & dragE, e & A FAAfAd gia § 3R s ades
W AN A &, FFF FROT 3 @91 N A7 A7 wF Sl Shfeush
oI $ Temer Fd gl

e Contemporary Challenges
o The younger generation is gradually moving away from traditional practices
due to limited economic opportunities and the allure of urban life.

o WA ¥ raeRt AR A SiaeT & YY1 & HROT JaT N IRARE
gemsit & R g & W B
o Efforts are being made by various organizations and the government to

preserve and promote Kalbeliya culture through workshops, festivals, and
exhibitions.

o faffea Terear 3R TFR arT FRRTET3, AR R vedfaat & Aregsd
¥ Freafoar TEpfd I Wiad IR Femar ¢ & Jaw He 57 7§l
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Western Ghats: a living archive of
culture, memory, and resilience

Through old and contemporary works, writers have sought to capture the alarming changes sweeping through the Sahyadri; they serve as a wake-up
call to save the ecosystem, scarred by encroachment, displacement of tribal people, and skewed policies, from further ruin

GS Paper |: Geography

K.S. Swati

he Western Ghats, also known

as the Sahyadri, meaning

benevolent mountains,

stretches along the western
coast of the Indian peninsula, spanning
six States: Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa,
Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu.
Known as one of the world’s most
biodiverse regions, the Western Ghats
were once celebrated for their
breathtaking natural beauty — cascading
waterfalls, lush greenery, and a dazzling
array of flora and fauna. Today, however,
this idyllic landscape faces a stark
transformation. Climate change,
deforestation, the decline of traditional
livelihoods, land encroachment, and the
displacement of tribal communities have
left the region in peril.

For years, writers in various regional
languages have sought to capture and
preserve the narrative of these alarming
changes, believing in the transformative
power of words. What was once a
symphony of chirping birds is now being
gradually replaced by the relentless roar
of heavy machinery in many places.

The novella, Chronicle of an Hour and a
Half, by Saharu Nusaiba Kannanari,
which was shortlisted for the JCB Prize for
Literature 2024, explores powerful
themes such as the effects of rumours,
mob mentality, social media — and
nature, especially, relentless rain —
hinting that something ominous awaits.
Set against a fictional village in the
foothills of the Western Ghats, the
novella, which begins as a harmless
exchange between two individuals, spirals

Address : 3rd

into chaos through social media. Within
an hour, the community descends into
mass hysteria. In the background, nature

exploit the land’s natural resources,
disregarding the community’s cultural
and spiritual connection to it.

reflects the emotions of the cc Y

In Ri written in Marathi by

mirroring the escalating tension and
chaos.
The inter-personal relationship

between h and nature is poig
highlighted in Kuvempu’s Malegalalli
Madumagalu (1967), translated by
Vanamala Viswanatha as Bride of the Hills
(2024). Set in the Malnad region in the
Western Ghats, where people are closely
tied to the land, relying on its fertile soil,
forests, and rivers for their livelihood,
nature is revered not only for its practical
role in sustenance but also for its spiritual
significance, with rituals and local deities
tied to agricultural cycles. Yet the novel
reflects the growing tension between
traditional harmony with nature and the
pressures of modernisation and
exploitation.

An exploitative cycle

Development, coupled with human
greed, makes the lives of tribal
communities difficult. In Kocharethi: The
Araya Woman written by Narayan in
Malayalam, which won the Kerala Sahitya
Academy Award in 1998 and was
translated into English by Catherine
Thankamma in 2011, the theme of
exploitation and marginalisation is vividly
portrayed through the struggles of the
Adivasi community. As industrial
development, moneylenders, and land
grabbers encroach on their ancestral
territories, people are pushed into deeper
poverty and displacement. The novel
focuses on how outside forces often

Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj

Krushnat Khot, who won the Sahitya
Academy Award in Marathi in 2023, and
translated into English by Maya Pandit,
the protagonist, uprooted from his
village, returns home to rescue a buffalo.
He reminisces about his childhood and
the harmonious life he once lived. The
book highlights important aspects of
migration, struggles of displaced victims
when large-scale development projects
are carried out, and the persistent
man-animal conflict.

Loss of traditional occupations
Rampant quarrying, deforestation, illegal
mining, and poorly planned construction
projects have destabilised the fragile
ecosystem. Through meticulous
reporting, accounts from affected
individuals, interviews, and a critical
examination of policies, B. Viju's Flood
and Fury: Ecological Devastation in the
Western Ghats (2019) connects these
activities to increased occurrences of
landslides, floods, and soil erosion. The
book delves into the historical and
cultural significance of the Western Ghats
while critiquing the apathy of
governments, corporations, and society
toward environmental conservation.

The Nilgiri Hills — A Kaleidoscope of
People, Culture and Nature (2023) by Paul
Hockings brings together stories and
articles from writers, scholars, such as
ecologists, filmmakers, local writers, etc
to highlight various aspects of the
Western Ghats. The book sheds light on
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several topics such as ancient metallurgy,
music, the making of honey, and the
degradation of the ecosystem.

Resistance and resilience

When livelihood, land, culture, and
identity are at stake, resistance, and
resilience are the only means of
safeguarding them. In Valli, written by
Sheela Tomy in Malayalam in 2019 and
translated into English in 2022 by
Jayashree Kalathil, we learn of a tribal
community’s deep connection to the
forest, which sustains them both
physically and spiritually. As outsiders
encroach upon their land, Valli’s family
and others in the community resist,
clinging to their heritage and traditions.
At the same time, Valli grapples with her
personal growth, relationships, and
changing social dynamics. The novel
highlights the strength and perseverance
of the Adivasi people as they navigate the
complexities of modern life while fighting
to preserve their heritage and connection
to the land.

Through old and contemporary works
on the Western Ghats, authors have
stressed that the Ghats are more than just
a landscape — they are a living archive of
culture, memory, and resilience. Yet, this
fragile ecosystem is scarred by
encroachment, where tribal people are
uprooted, natural resources are
destroyed, and policies fail to protect
what matters most. To save the Ghats is to
do more than preserve their beauty; it is
to respect the land and the lives entwined
with it, to stand against their erasure, and
to recognise that in their survival lies
something far greater than us.

Road, Gorakhpur
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Western Ghats: a living archive of culture, memory, and
resilience

gfRest u1e: i, Tfa 3R a=dua &1 Sfaa dae

Through old and contemporary works, writers have sought to capture the
alarming changes sweeping through the Sahyadri; they serve as a wake-up call to
save the ecosystem, scarred by encroachment,displacement of tribal people, and
skewed policies, from further ruin

QU 3R FHSNT AT F ATIH § dG@H A eI H @ W@ srae IRl
T gwsa Y P A T ¥ fRAFHr IRER A F s i fww Afawr
¥ aifaaed aIRTAfAH a7 # 3k 30F g6l g & 9= F v v IqE &
¥ F FH TG B

The Western Ghats, also known as the Sahyadri, meaning benevolent mountains

qRest o, O wear ot wer S B, Swa ad ¥ g g

e The Western Ghats stretches along the western coast of the Indian peninsula, spanning
six States: Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu.

qRIHAT T1C AR 3THETEAT & TRIAT TT T Hell §37 &, 1 BF Tod! IR,
HERTSE, T, Fedteanl, F:7el, A AATAZ e g3 &1
o Known as one of the world’s most biodiverse regions, the Western Ghats were once

celebrated for their breathtaking natural beauty — cascading waterfalls, lush
greenery, and a dazzling array of flora and fauna.

qfRee g1e @ gferar & dad st RAfar &9t d 4 v A= S g 3R 58 el
3O AR I fas Fedar & fov Fer Sar oar — sRa, g{-orr gRareh, 3k shat
3R ot B T g ARy

e Today, however, this idyllic landscape faces a stark transformation. Climate change,

deforestation, the decline of traditional livelihoods, land encroachment, and the
displacement of tribal communities have left the region in peril.

TS, glelifeh, Tg G €T Teh iy IR 7 AHAT 9 @I §| STerarg aRaeieT, It
faetrer, aRR mshifashr #1 ad=, s{f& arfasharor, 3R snfeardt woerat #1 vy g0
& HT qFHe H el T ¢
For years, writers in various regional languages have sought to capture and preserve the
narrative of these alarming changes, believing in the transformative power of words

auf @ AT a4 st & d@® s GiFe g IRadal f FAT F e i aET
mﬁmmwr&%ﬂ?ﬁaﬁmamﬁﬁammgm
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e What was once a symphony of chirping birds is now being gradually replaced by the
relentless roar of heavy machinery in many places.

ST 3T ggaerdt RERAT fr gafa o, 319 v TUET W AR sy Afedr fr asEr
T MR- seoT W B

The novella, Chronicle of an Hour and a Half, by Saharu Nusaiba Kannanari, which was
shortlisted for the JCB Prize for Literature 2024, explores powerful themes such as the
effects of rumours, mob mentality, social media, and nature, especially, relentless rain —
hinting that something ominous awaits.

WEES AT oA GaRT Tl T8 YA, ifelehel HH Tel X TS 37 g1, o1 St
WEFR 2024 & a0 G a2 o1, AfFaemel fawat &1 3edwor ¥l § S HBdlgl & T,
3AIEY AR, Werer #fEa, 3R yfa, Ay &9 @, fAaw aler — 78 @ & & &%
S Y TNERA &

e Set against a fictional village in the foothills of the Western Ghats, the novella begins as
a harmless exchange between two individuals and spirals into chaos through social
media.

qiRg#l °gre & dogd H Udh Fledlasd N H TAMIG, Ig 391 ¢ IfFadr & &g
T T harmless RIeT & 3Mel-9ei & §7 # & giar ¢ 3R awrer AfFar s areas
¥ 3Y-qIT H d&T STl g

e Within an hour, the community descends into mass hysteria.
T 6 & MR, G I §IMA A g S ¢

e Inthe background, nature reflects the emotions of the community, mirroring the
escalating tension and chaos.

TS H, IPTT AT BT AT P AT &, Tell §5 qd 3R S-Sl H
gRefard e B

The inter-personal relationship between humans and nature is poignantly highlighted in
Kuvempu’s Malegalalli Madumagalu (1967), translated by Vanamala Viswanatha as Bride
of the Hills (2024).

FAY & "ATTETN AGHI (1967) H Ad 3R gfa & fiT Fa-wagerhea Fawr F TS
¥ 39WR R I §, O aeaATen Reaary garT '98s MHE § Rew (2024) F T A
sreqarfea fomam arm B

e Setinthe Malnad region in the Western Ghats, where people are closely tied to the
land, relying on its fertile soil, forests, and rivers for their livelihood, nature is revered not
only for its practical role in sustenance but also for its spiritual significance, with
rituals and local deities tied to agricultural cycles.

g 39=ard aRaeft are & Araars & # fUd g, Ser ol e ¥ Y 93 8 ©,
el 3mehfae & faw saedr 38T fAed), oo 3R afedt w @R g1 & 3l gsfa
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o haol WATTA: 39Nl {fAwT & fav dfcer gHe rearfons #gea & foaw off o
STl 8, Foae S wh @ S8 Raret 3 el daard g

Yet the novel reflects the growing tension between traditional harmony with nature
and the pressures of modernisation and exploitation.

e o I8 39=are rpfas W 3R smyfAhior va owor & aral & o dod
dATd Y g B

An exploitative cycle

MYUTHTY TH

Development, coupled with human greed, makes the lives of tribal communities
difficult.

R, AFa areT & Ay Aot nfiardt @ert & Sliae a1 Hisd &= 3 Bl

In Kocharethi: The Araya Woman written by Narayan in Malayalam, which won the
Kerala Sahitya Academy Award in 1998 and was translated into English by Catherine
Thankamma in 2011, the theme of exploitation and marginalisation is vividly
portrayed through the struggles of the Adivasi community.

FrSY: T AT A, FoTl ARTAVT o FerTere 7 forEr, S 1998 # e Wiiged g
[EPR T FEAITAT §3T 3R HYOer giehaAT gaRT 2011 # 3t & Iefaried gam, &
eiryor 3R afesshtor & fawy 1 anfearft woeR & Fust & AeTA @ T &9 A
fafya far amr g

As industrial development, moneylenders, and land grabbers encroach on their
ancestral territories, people are pushed into deeper poverty and displacement.

S 8 it e, aEER 3R A TR A 3o uRuRE &l i gate ad ¢
oer g T 3R faFATer i 3R g e S §

The novel focuses on how outside forces often exploit the land’s natural resources,
disregarding the community's cultural and spiritual connection to it.

3UFAE 30 W hiad § b $Ha qgdl b AT oA & Wit WY H1 Mo
I 8, 3HS VY- FAGTT & WiEHfaF T reatfons Faer HI 3reedy Hich 8

In Ringaan, written in Marathi by Krushnat Khot, who won the Sahitya Academy Award in
Marathi in 2023, and translated into English by Maya Pandit, the protagonist, uprooted
from his village, returns home to rescue a buffalo.

‘Rarer, @ Foona @l & 2023 F AU # foram 3R A 9fte q@Enr A # srgaiia
far o, e, S e i @ RenRa @ar € wF A9 F e F A e dtear 8

He reminisces about his childhood and the harmonious life he once lived.

g6 39 FE9 3N 9% WHASTEAQOT Sae Ig T &, S 38wl forar

The book highlights important aspects of migration, struggles of displaced victims
when large-scale development projects are carried out, and the persistent man-
animal conflict.
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g #H garae, fReaiia dffat & goust, 59 ggg e aR@s=e oy & S €
AR TR Awg-gFfas T & Hgcaqol Teof3il I 39PR fohar arm gl

Loss of traditional occupations

IRURF sgqart 6 i

e Rampant quarrying, deforestation, illegal mining, and poorly planned construction
projects have destabilised the fragile ecosystem.

IAEIAT GeAel, T FTTS, HAY GoAel 3N W T ¥ Aeraaragy AAtor gt
ATl IRTeAfadT a7 & AR F = g

o Through meticulous reporting, accounts from affected individuals, interviews, and a
critical examination of policies, B. Viju’s Flood and Fury: Ecological Devastation in
the Western Ghats (2019) connects these activities to increased occurrences of
landslides, floods, and soil erosion.

T Raiféar, yanfaa cafeaat & @rarn, aratresr 3R Aifaat fr sreaacas J= &
AregH 4, @ fag] i ‘T3 U3 TR SHIGloTRd SARAT $ § d¥cH HIeH (2019)
g1 sfafaferl 1 sed g% saee, a1e 3R fredt #1 Fem @ Sisch 2

e The book delves into the historical and cultural significance of the Western Ghats
while critiquing the apathy of governments, corporations, and society toward
environmental conservation.

g afRaat aret & et 3R aregfas Agea & 6wS § gaw wh g, Stefh
TR, Hufadr, 3R FaArST Hr agiaoiir @vamorF gfa serfiadar 1 rerasr adar gl

The Nilgiri Hills — A Kaleidoscope of People, Culture and Nature (2023) by Paul Hockings

Al Rew — e, el i wFfa &1 HRskerv (2023) 9fa gifHew g@mr

o Brings together stories and articles from writers, scholars, such as ecologists,
filmmakers, local writers, etc. to highlight various aspects of the Western Ghats.

3R G A THT FAT g, ik R wrel & fAffiee ggeit # 3SR A S w |

e The book sheds light on several topics such as ancient metallurgy, music, the making
of honey, and the degradation of the ecosystem.

T S ATt o gher Sreret § SRy areher e, wafla, ereg 1 T, 3R
qikfeyfar aF &1 ra=fa|

Resistance and resilience

gfarer 3y wgerefierar

e When livelihood, land, culture, and identity are at stake, resistance, and resilience
are the only means of safeguarding them.
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ST ST, {fA, FEpha, 3N ggEe g W gl €, o o iR weerediear 5
& WA & THATH sk gt ¢ |

e In Valli, written by Sheela Tomy in Malayalam in 2019 and translated into English in
2022 by Jayashree Kalathil, we learn of a tribal community’s deep connection to the
forest, which sustains them both physically and spiritually.

arelr, o1 efter &t & FrerTers #2019 7 for@r 3R 2022 # st FTafde gann e
# Jefaried fhar I, F §H Toh NEardl THET o Sl @ e FAY & aR A SAlerd
g, 5l 3¢ AR 3R 3mearfeAs &9 & 90 @ gl

e As outsiders encroach upon their land, Valli’s family and others in the community
resist, clinging to their heritage and traditions.

SR &Y STEd olleT 3Tk A F gHdS HA ¢, arelt 1 IRaR AR T & 3w A
faRier & €, 3r9el eieT 3R s & s w2
e The novel highlights the strength and perseverance of the Adivasi people as they

navigate the complexities of modern life while fighting to preserve their heritage and
connection to the land.

39=are & Infeardt | drend R & A 3SR TR T § it 9 smyfae
Saa @rdﬁdduﬁﬁmﬁ@mwmaﬁﬁm#waﬁwwﬁa;
fav gu§ wa ¢

e Through old and contemporary works on the Western Ghats, authors have stressed

that the Ghats are more than just a landscape — they are a living archive of culture,
memory, and resilience.

gfRest wref W @e 3R g SRt & ATegd ¥, dwd o I8 SR A § e
ol Tsh TA G o — d WEPI, T 3R Fgerelerar &1 v shifaa sfdaw g
e Yet, this fragile ecosystem is scarred by encroachment, where tribal people are

uprooted, natural resources are destroyed, and policies fail to protect what matters
most.

e o, I e aIRfRfadt @ srfasraor @ 3med &, Ster anfeamdt ar s@rs o &,
WIHTas T A5 gid &, 3N Afat god Fgcaqot @Gt $r @ e F fawel T
gl

e To save the Ghats is to do more than preserve their beauty; it is to respect the land and

the lives entwined with it, to stand against their erasure, and to recognise that in their
survival lies something far greater than us.

HTCT Y AT 3TohT sharel Wlad W& T w161 ¢; Ig {fA 3R 389 53 Shaer &
FATT AT &, 3oTch oS¢ @1 T AU F&T g, 3R Ig Iga=eT § T 39 sifaa
EAH $o 0 ¢ S gAA HEl S Hgl &
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‘West Asia crisis must not be allowed to undermine IMEC’

|GS Paper I: IMEC

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Greece fully supports the
India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEC)
as a “project for peace”,
Minister of Foreign Affairs
George Gerapetritis has
said, admitting that the
project’s planning has
been delayed since its
launch in September 2023
due to the conflict in West
Asia, and the Israel-Gaza
war in particular.

In an exclusive inter-
view to The Hindu, Mr. Ge-
rapetritis, who has arrived
in Delhi for Foreign Office
Consultations (FOC) with
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Thursday,
said his visit to India fol-
lows a series of meetings in
Qatar, Israel, Ramallah,

and Jordan, which will be
discussed during the talks.

He said Greece is work-
ing towards doubling trade
and investment initiatives
with India and plans to
open two new consulates
in Mumbai and Bengaluru.
It also wants direct flights
to begin and more visas to
be issued.

“The ongoing crisis in
the Middle East has de-
layed the project’s plan-
ning, but it must not be al-
lowed to undermine the
powerful rationale behind
IMEC. It is our resolve -
that of India, Greece, and
our partners in between -
that we will bring this pro-
ject of peace and prosperi-
ty to pass,” Mr. Gerapetritis
said in written responses
to questions from The Hin-
du about the viability of

George Gerapetritis

the IMEC that was
launched on the sidelines
of the G-20 Summit in Del-
hi.

No meeting yet

Despite the memorandum
of understanding stipulat-
ing that the stakeholders
would meet “within 60
days”, they have been un-
able to meet even once
more than 16 months later

due to the West Asia
conflict.

“The ceasefires in Gaza
and Lebanon and the
opening of the crossing in
Rafah, combined with the
new conditions in Syria, re-
present a significant turn-
ing point and leave room
for hope that the conflicts
will subside,” Mr. Gerape-
tritis said, adding that
Greece would pursue
“peaceful settlement of
disputes” during its cur-
rent two-year elected term
as a member of the United
Nations Security Council.

During a visit to India in
February 2024, Greek
Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis had pitched
Greece as the “gateway to
Europe” for Indian trade
over the IMEC. Initial IMEC
project proposals had

mentioned Greek’s Piraeus
port, along with Italy’s
Messina and France’s Mar-
seille, as possible ports on
the IMEC route.

More recent reports
have also suggested that
the Adani Group, which
runs other ports on the
proposed IMEC route, in-
cluding Mundra port in
Gujarat and the Haifa port
in Israel, was seeking ter-
minals in Greek ports like
Kavala and Volos.

Trade between India
and Greece stood at $1.9
billion in 2022-23. Both
countries have committed
to “doubling it by 2030”.
Greece is particularly inter-
ested in Indian commerce
in the areas of “construc-
tion materials, food & bev-
erages, renewable ener-
gy”, Mr. Gerapetritis said,

indicating that trade would
pick up at a faster pace if
the long-pending India-Eu-
ropean Union Free Trade
Agreement talks are con-
cluded.

Asked about the issue of
illegal immigration, with
thousands of undocument-
ed Indian migrants using
the sea route to reach
Greece each year, he said
that Greece and India are
negotiating a memoran-
dum of understanding on
migration and mobility.

“Overall, we apply a
strict but fair migration
policy. What we are trying
to do is to turn irregular
migration into legal and or-
derly pathways of human
mobility,” Mr. Gerapetritis
said.

(Interview is available at
newsth.live/greekminister)

‘West Asia crisis must not be allowed to undermine IMEC’

‘qiRYaH TRIAT FHe F AETATH F FAAR FIA AT 37ATT
T8t & Sl TR

Greece fully supports the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) as a
"project for peace"

TMreece HRA-AET YE-JU9 31w aifearr (IMEC) &t aifa & aReer & & & qft e
¥ AT T §

o Minister of Foreign Affairs George Gerapetritis has said that Greece fully supports
the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) as a "project for peace".

feer #:f Sifer IR & Fer & MW Q¥ A @ sRa-IeT @ anfde
TFIRT (IMEC) 1 "enifa & aRAST & 7 & AT a=ar

o He admitted that the project’s planning has been delayed since its launch in September
2023 due to the conflict in West Asia, and the Israel-Gaza war in particular.

3egiel TR farar & ol @ dierer o Rdaw 2023 7 sH6T E3d & ag @
giRe#H TR Fud, 3R AT ¥ & FoRE-ATe Je¥ & FROT X ES ¢

No meeting yet

T dF FS doF gt
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o Despite the memorandum of understanding stipulating that the stakeholders would
meet "within 60 days", they have been unable to meet even once more than 16
months later due to the West Asia conflict.

$He STaole, WA & AT 7 Ig TR o arar ar f Raures 60 &=t &
iy fHeidY, I aivas TR uY & HRUT 16 AGA a1 ot v IR 3 AgT e v g
e The ceasefires in Gaza and Lebanon and the opening of the crossing in Rafah,

combined with the new conditions in Syria, represent a significant turning point and
leave room for hope that the conflicts will subside.

T 3R AeeTe J PRI 3R Ter & FIRAT erst & JrI-ard AR 6 75
aRfeufal w Agcaqet A's @ gfafafdes wd § 3k 3mem &1 e ok § &
Y S gier|

e Greece would pursue "peaceful settlement of disputes” during its current two-year
elected term as a member of the United Nations Security Council.

I 397 TIA & W F A §C FIEAFI H TFA TE YT TR F FexT & T
# " faael @1 enifaqet gaTeTET HEm

Plans for IMEC
IMEC & v als=me

e During a visit to India in February 2024, Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis
pitched Greece as the "gateway to Europe” for Indian trade over the IMEC.

TEd 2024 F HRA & AT & N, fF g Fadee fanafea 3 e w@
IMEC & #HIEIH @ R M9R & o0 "JAT HT g@R” & &9 H T o]

e Initial IMEC project proposals had mentioned Greek’s Piraeus port, along with Italy’s
Messina and France’s Marseille, as possible ports on the IMEC route.

yRAF IMEC yRAsen garal & fw 1 INIT 953098, se & afvwen ik wiw &
AR &1 IMEC AT W HHTTAT e & & A Seold fhar a3m 7|

e Recent reports have also suggested that the Adani Group, which runs other ports on
the proposed IMEC route, including Mundra port in Gujarat and Haifa port in Israel,
was seeking terminals in Greek ports like Kavala and Volos.

grforar RaEw & I8 off goma far arar § o6 3rgrelt §Hg, S g&dfdd IMEC AT @)
3o FEIMET S HATfold T &, [He IErra & HaT d69me iR sosd & gr
Feamg A &, M Feamel S Fraar 3R A F cfAdeq Hr qarer X I@T AT

Trade Relations
SR HEE

e Trade between India and Greece stood at $1.9 billion in 2022-23. Both countries have
committed to "doubling it by 2030".

a3 M F fir =R 2022-23 # $1.9 Afeaa a1 St 2t & 72030 9F 5@
QWIET FI HT AT fomar g
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Greece is particularly interested in Indian commerce in the areas of "construction
materials, food & beverages, renewable energy", Mr. Gerapetritis said, indicating that
trade would pick up at a faster pace if the long-pending India-European Union Free
Trade Agreement talks are concluded.

Ira Y &7 & fawtor @, @y 3R 9 gerd, adEeiT FEr F a3 7 aRdT
aﬁwﬁxﬁrm%‘,sﬁmﬁmﬁw,%maﬁg%aﬁaﬁaaﬂw
TN W HFd SANR FASAT AT QO glal & o AR ot F 91|

lllegal Immigration

AT gaTHT

Asked about the issue of illegal immigration, with thousands of undocumented Indian
migrants using the sea route to reach Greece each year, he said that Greece and India
are negotiating a memorandum of understanding on migration and mobility.

AT YAHA & FAod W B e W, S goRT e AR gardt 63 arer THdr
Hﬁ‘f@mqgu& g, 3ogier @er & A 3 9Ra yarwe 3R afdelerar ® v wasita
F AT W ST X E ¢

"Overall, we apply a strict but fair migration policy," Mr. Gerapetritis said, adding
that Greece was trying to turn irregular migration into legal and orderly pathways of
human mobility.

"Fo e, g7 v wed afre e yarwe Aify aep wwa E o Ivaeiew A
gl, | &1 FE SiST o i A yaree &t Fefe 3R sqafyd AT afadfiear &
AET F Feda Hr FfRAA I W@ &

non-permanent members (Algeria, Denmark, Greece, Guyana, Pakistan, Panama, the Republic of
Korea, Sierra Leone, Slovenia, and Somalia)
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Amid a delay in holding Census, vital reports
on births and deaths pending since 2020

[GS Paper I: Population |

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

With the decadal Census
exercise pending since
2021 and unlikely to be
conducted this year, at
least two other key reports
on births and deaths had
not been released by the
Union Home Ministry for
the past five years.

The “Vital Statistics of
India Based on the Civil Re-
gistration System” and
“The Report on Medical
Certification of Cause of
Death” were last released
for the year 2020. The an-
nual “Crime in India” re-
port by the National Crime
Record Bureau (NCRB) for
the year 2023 is also yet to
be released.

According to the 2020
Civil Registration System
report, Vital Statistics is a
compilation of the “occur-
rence and characteristics
of vital events such as
births, deaths and still-
births” recorded across the
country, and is “invaluable
for planning, monitoring
and evaluating various

Stalled count: A Census operation in Bangalore on March 1, 2011.
India has not conducted the next decadal count. K. MURALI KUMAR

programmes related to
primary healthcare, family
planning, maternal and
child health, and educa-
tion”, and others. The
States send data to the Re-
gistrar-General of India.

In 2023, the Centre
enacted the Registration of
Births and Deaths (Amend-
ment) Act, 2023, which
mandated that all births
and deaths in the country
occurring from October 1,
2023 were to be digitally
registered through the
Central portal crsorgi.go-
v.in. The Centre hence has

access to real-time data.

According to publicly
available information, the
States and Union Territo-
ries such as Himachal Pra-
desh, Karnataka, Delhi,
Chandigarh, Mizoram,
Goa, and Arunachal Pra-
desh have published re-
ports till the year 2022.
The last published Vital
Statistics report for Kerala
was for 2021 and Mizoram
was the only State to have
the report for 2023.

The Census, which was
to be conducted in 2020-
21, was initially delayed by

the COVID-19 pandemic
but persistent demands
from Opposition parties
for caste enumeration ap-
pears to have held up the
exercise now.

According to a senior
government official, while
deliberations on ways and
measures to count caste
numbers were held for the
past few months, the BJP-
led NDA government was
not in a hurry to roll out
the Census. Other than
that of the Scheduled
Castes (SC) and Scheduled
Tribes (ST), caste-wise
population had not been
enumerated in Indepen-
dent India.

In 2011, the Congress-
led United Progressive Al-
liance (UPA) conducted the
first caste count under the
Socio Economic and Caste
Census (SECC), separate
from the Census exercise,
but the findings were never
made public.

According to an affidavit
submitted by the Union go-
vernment in 2021, the
SECC data, fraught with
“mistakes and inaccura-

cies”, had thrown up more
than 46 lakh caste names,
while the 1931 Census re-
corded only 4,147 such
names.

“For the Census to hap-
pen this year, the govern-
ment should have issued
the notification by Novem-
ber 2024. The 10-month
period for conducting Cen-
sus in two phases usually
starts from April 1 and
since it will be the first dig-
ital Census, more than 30
lakh enumerators would
require fresh training,
which takes three or four
months,” said a former
Census official.

No separate allocation
for conducting the Census
was made in the Union
Budget.

Another official said
though a final decision was
awaited, nearly 24 lakh en-
umeration blocks were al-
ready finalised and train-
ing would not require
much time as enumerators
were trained in 2019 be-
fore the first phase of the
Census that was to begin
from April 1, 2020.

Amid a delay in holding Census, vital reports on births and
deaths pending since 2020

Searorert # &l & fiT, sew AR {eg W Ageaqet RaE 2020

¥ dfed

Decadal Census Exercise Pending Since 2021

2021 ¥ SHIEA FANOTAT HI dfaed

e The decadal Census exercise has been pending since 2021 and is unlikely to be
conducted this year.

3HISA SAITAT HI 2021 F dfad § 3R 39 I 36 hT ST I THGAT AT gl

e At least two other key reports on births and deaths had not been released by the
Union Home Ministry for the past five years.
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o giT asf @ 5w IR FF W ar 377 Agcayol Ruet I FET § FAATerT canr
ST g fohar I gl
The reports “Vital Statistics of India Based on the Civil Registration System” and

“The Report on Medical Certification of Cause of Death” were last released for the
year 2020.

Ry “omRa & Saer wifgdhr amEie geltewor gorme @ smafa” 3k “qgeg &
FROT F RAfFcar yaogT o RO o 3@ 9112020 § IR Far =&ar an)

The annual “Crime in India” report by the National Crime Record Bureau (NCRB) for
the year 2023 is also yet to be released.

TSR 3Ty RIS s (NCRB) garT 2023 & AU arf¥iess “oRa # 3rorrer” Rd ot
379t I SRY SEr Fr IS g

Vital Statistics of India Based on the Civil Registration System

ARTRE GHI0T YoITell 9X TeTRd ART Y s aifeghr

According to the 2020 Civil Registration System report, Vital Statistics is a
compilation of the “occurrence and characteristics of vital events such as births,
deaths and stillbirths” recorded across the country.

2020 ARTRE Ysfishor yorrelt Rule & @R, slaer qifeghr s # RFis fre v
“Fgeaqul HeaTt SR e, g 3R 7T SRl F g AR R w1 deert B
Itis invaluable for planning, monitoring, and evaluating various programmes

related to primary healthcare, family planning, maternal and child health, and
education, and others.

Ig yrufAF Taey dae, WRar e, Ange 3k arer Fawee, ik Rara
Teftra faffies wriwaAr Hr geren, PeRE 3R Aeaiea & T scdd Ageaqor |
The States send data to the Registrar-General of India.

ST 3T AR & VAFER T AT &

Recent Legislation for Digital Registration

Efoea osiieor & AT g 1 Fumh F1iaE

In 2023, the Centre enacted the Registration of Births and Deaths (Amendment) Act,
2023, mandating that all births and deaths in the country occurring from October 1,
2023 must be digitally registered through the Central portal crsorgi.gov.in.

2023 #, F5 A FeH AR Fg (wewer) I, 2023 aRa o, Swe 78 e
foram arm 6 1 3rFeaT 2023 & H @ arar W oA AR A A FAT N
crsorgi.gov.in & AEIH ¥ f3foica §9 @ Gofiepd foham e

The Centre thus has access to real-time data.

5 YR, $i A Raer-ema o1 aw g 2|

According to publicly available information, the States and Union Territories such as
Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Delhi, Chandigarh, Mizoram, Goa, and Arunachal
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Pradesh have published reports till the year 2022.
Ardslialeh & q SYASH SIThRT o AR, RaATTer waor, Fetes, e, w2,

ASH, Mar, 3 3Fumad Yeer S U X ' afAd veer 3 2022 g% RaiE
JRITAT Fr &

e The last published Vital Statistics report for Kerala was for 2021, and Mizoram was the
only State to have the report for 2023.

FIA F AU TR g shaa gifegdhr RO1e 2021 61 o, 3K ASRA a8 THATT
T o1 {5 gss 9@ 2023 & fow Raie oy

Census Delay
StaToTT A &
e The Census, which was to be conducted in 2020-21, was initially delayed by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
ST, ST 2020-21 & & Sl 2, Y YE H COVID-19 #FHANI & FROT & &3

e Persistent demands from Opposition parties for caste enumeration appears to have
held up the exercise now.
el gaf carr snfa aoren H RAR AR 39 33 FT F A5 W L

e According to a senior government official, deliberations on ways and measures to count

caste numbers were held for the past few months, but the BJP-led NDA government
was not in a hurry to roll out the Census.

Teh IS THR AR & IR, ey T Fledar & et 3R 39 | Ao
o Al & faar-faeet fhar 7= o, e fodl-Aqd tadiv TSR ST0TAT i
YT FA H Segarsil H g1 A

e Other than that of the Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST), caste-wise
population had not been enumerated in Independent India.

Fegfa sfaat (SC) 3R sreggfra Saenfadl (ST) & 37drar, Faaa R # Sfa-ar
SAREAT T NIdr Agr T 5 AT
e 1In 2011, the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance (UPA) conducted the first

caste count under the Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC), separate from the
Census exercise, but the findings were never made public.

2011 ¥, FEA-AJT FIFd Ferfaefier AT (UPA) o arenfara-anfds v snfa
SISTITOTAT (SECC) & dgd Ugell Sifd faeAdl ohl, i STeTeroreT 1 & 3erer o, aifchet
g% IRUNH T AGSIfeieh Igl fhU T

e According to an affidavit submitted by the Union government in 2021, the SECC data,
fraught with “mistakes and inaccuracies”, had thrown up more than 46 lakh caste
names, while the 1931 Census recorded only 4,147 such names.

2021 # FE WER GERT TKJT AT 99 F HJAR, SECC 3T, 3 “araiferdt 3k
IRETT A IR I A1, A 46 W@ § HAF A ATAT FT FHA 1T, SAfR 1931 FHr
SATOTAT H shael 4,147 T a1H Repis fhu arw 9|
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Census Notification and Training

SeAeuraT Afefhaere 3t gfRrator

o For the Census to happen this year, the government should have issued the
notification by November 2024.

SH TTT 9V gl & foIT, TXHR &l sTaaT 2024 d& Afefhdere Y ST Iaige

1|

e The 10-month period for conducting Census in two phases usually starts from April 1,
and since it will be the first digital Census, more than 30 lakh enumerators would
require fresh training, which takes three or four months.

ar =olt F Sererore Fa & AT 10 7 Ay AT aHE: 1389 @ gw g g,
3R i Ig deel B sereroE gl o 30 arw @ IfAF wgEveR F e A AR
AR FT ATt giASToT IR grom|

e No separate allocation for conducting the Census was made in the Union Budget.
FET TIC FH FAANAT AT R & AT FIS 37661 F desd Aar fhar T

e Another official said though a final decision was awaited, nearly 24 lakh enumeration
blocks were already finalised, and training would not require much time as enumerators
were trained in 2019 before the first phase of the Census that was to begin from April 1,
2020.

T 37 ISR o Fegr & granfe 3ifas AvT &1 sdaR foFar ST T o1, F9787eT 24
A TR STy Ugel &1 3ifdH §7 & 7 & g 9, 3R uRietor # it @y
oTeT oENaT Fifeh Tol#ANeXl i 2019 H Ugel TRUT I STV & Ugel FRITET fohar
IR AT ST 1 HAT 2020 & Y® gled areir AT
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Congress, Sikkim BJP oppose
plan to rebuild Teesta dam

Threat of disaster persists at the dam site, says Jairam Ramesh; approval granted despite concerns

related to environmental safety, structural integrity, and public consultation, says Sikkim BJP chief

[GS Paper I: Geography |

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

he Congress on
T Wednesday said it
disapproved of a

recent decision by an exp-
ert committee of the Envi-
ronment Ministry to allow
the reconstruction of the
Teesta-3 hydropower pro-
ject in Sikkim that was des-
troyed in October 2023.

“The Indian National
Congress also opposes this
thoughtless clearance. The
threat of disaster persists
at the dam site. There are
also cascading and multi-
plying effects on habita-
tions downstream,” Rajya
Sabha member Jairam Ra-
mesh said in a post on X on
Wednesday. He appended
a letter from August 2024,
in which the Congress had
criticised the government
for not allocating enough
money for irrigation and
flood control in the July
2024 Budget.

Earlier this week, D.R.
Thapa, the president of the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s
Sikkim unit, had written to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Environment Mi-
nister Bhupender Yadav
demanding withdrawal of
the clearance given to the
project.

“This approval was

-

BJP chief D.R. Thapa in his letter to the Centre said that the Teesta

river is the lifeline of Sikkim. RITU RAJ KONWAR

granted on January 10,
2025, despite unresolved
concerns related to envi-
ronmental safety, structu-
ral integrity and public
consultation,” the letter
read.

The BJP leader demand-
ed that the clearance ac-
corded by the Environ-
ment Appraisal Committee
(EAC) be put on hold until
all pending scientific stu-
dies and arevised Probable
Maximum Flood (PMF) as-
sessment were completed
and independently veri-
fied. He also demanded a
fresh environmental im-
pact assessment incorpo-
rating updated climate da-

ta, Glacial Lake Outburst
Flood (GLOF) risks, and
evolving hydrological con-
ditions in the region. He al-
so called for a fresh public
hearing on the issue.

Lifeline of Sikkim

“The Sikkim BJP believed
that while development
and infrastructure are es-
sential, they must be pur-
sued with scientific integri-
ty, environmental
responsibility, and public
participation. The Teesta
river is the lifeline of Sik-
kim, and any decision re-
garding its future must
prioritise the safety, sus-
tainability, and ecological

well-being of the region,”
the letter read.

“We urge the Govern-
ment of India to act imme-
diately to prevent any
further environmental and
human disasters in the
state,” the letter under-
lined. The devastating gla-
cier lake outburst flood in
Sikkim washed away the
Chungthang dam, which
powered the Teesta 3, the
State’s biggest hydropower
project, and killed at least
100 people in the process.

In its report approving
the rebuilding, the EAC
said that the new dam
would be entirely concrete
- reportedly to increase its
strength — and its spillway
will be capable of manag-
ing a peak flow of 19,946
cubic metres a second (cu-
mecs), thrice the capacity
of the former dam, which
was 7,000 cumecs. The ol-
der dam had a part rock
and part concrete
structure.

As part of their apprai-
sal to relook the projects,
the EAC assessed studies
by the government where
the risk from 119 glacial
lakes were identified in the
catchment. Out of these,
50 glacial lakes were shor-
tlisted with area of 10 ha or
more for further evalua-
tion.

Congress, Sikkim BJP
oppose plan to rebuild
Teesta dam

Fad, RAfFRa H=9r
drear arer & gafasvor
T TS HT BRer Far

Threat of disaster persists at
the dam site, says Jairam
Ramesh; approval granted
despite concerns related to
environmental safety,
structural integrity, and public
consultation, says Sikkim BJP
chief

STUUH AU 7 FgT fF 9 T
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Congress Disapproves of Teesta-3 Hydropower Project Reconstruction

FH F NEar-3 9o Rega Raeer F gafaior @ Ay sawa frar
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The Congress on Wednesday disapproved of a recent decision by an expert committee
of the Environment Ministry to allow the reconstruction of the Teesta-3 hydropower
project in Sikkim, which was destroyed in October 2023.

FEAT 5 FUAR I GO FHAT h1 Teh fadwe GiAfa ganr RfFwsr & diear-3 s
faega aR@terer & gaAfAATT v 3gAfd & & grferar haer @ fade fha, S e
2023 H Ts¢ g a5 |

Rajya Sabha member Jairam Ramesh said in a post on X on Wednesday that the
Indian National Congress opposes this thoughtless clearance.
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TSTWHT HEET STAUH TAY o TUAR H X W T G # Fgl foh ARAT TQT g
$H dgE ATIETE Ho[ll A1 fAY HAT g

He added that the threat of disaster persists at the dam site, and there are also
cascading and multiplying effects on habitations downstream.

ﬁﬁm%mmwmmmmﬁaﬁm?ﬂ&aﬂwﬁﬁaﬁmw
SH& gHT Y 9¢ | T

He attached a letter from August 2024, where the Congress had criticised the
government for not allocating enough money for irrigation and flood control in the
July 2024 Budget.

3e8iol HIFA 2024 FT Ueh 7 Heldol [, A HiEE o 2024 Je$ & qoie A =S
3R ag AEFer & AT gATed Yo7 Imafed o e IR TSR H AT Hr oA

BJP's Opposition to Project Clearance

a9, F1 IRASET Aol & e F a9

Earlier this week, D.R. Thapa, president of the BJP Sikkim unit, wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav demanding the
withdrawal of the clearance given to the project.

g gcdlg Ugd, H.S.9T AT shE F reTet 3R, 99T e aig ARy ik
TATERor HAY A% IGT T U7 f@e IRASTAT dr & IS A aTIH AN hT AT H|

The clearance was granted on January 10, 2025, despite unresolved concerns about
environmental safety, structural integrity, and public consultation.

10 FeTadl 2025 & FASY & IS Y, Telifeh TATaNoT AT, FYaaTeAs J@sa, 3R
s WA § TR feg 3rgerst 3

The BJP leader demanded that the clearance granted by the Environment Appraisal
Committee (EAC) be put on hold until all pending scientific studies and a revised
Probable Maximum Flood (PMF) assessment were completed and independently
verified.

HLSLAL. AdT A AT f & wareor Ao afAfa (EAC) garr & 18 Al a1 d«
e AT ST 519 d Toft afea denfas sreaae 3R @enfaa @snfda srfeaw ae
(PMF) Hediehel QU 3T Fad9 &7 & AU o & AT

He also called for a fresh environmental impact assessment incorporating updated

climate data, Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF) risks, and evolving hydrological
conditions in the region.

3o6iol oT$ GATGTONT WoHTE HTeherel b1 FAET hT, TGH ecle Ferarg 3T, Tafger sfier
IR a1¢ (GLOF) & f@#, 3N &7 # [{efa & @ esaiforsa qRufRar anfde
gl

He demanded a fresh public hearing on the issue.

3eglel 30 Heg W A§ Ad T FeoIarg 1 Hiar |
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BJP's View on Development and Infrastructure

#.aan F1 RFw iR g e w eResior

The Sikkim BJP believes that while development and infrastructure are essential, they
must be pursued with scientific integrity, environmental responsibility, and public
participation.

RfFsa sn.aan. &1 e § & Sefe e ik giaard o e § 56
dorfas $ATeH), RiaoiT Al 3tk adafas smiled & a1y fFar ser anfgu|

The Teesta river is the lifeline of Sikkim, and any decision regarding its future must
prioritise the safety, sustainability, and ecological well-being of the region.

drear 78 RFEE A Haa@r g, 311 sus gfosy o gefa 5 off v & a9
<hr g, TR, 3R sRfEufaht Feamor o gruf@sdar =i =g

The letter urged the Government of India to act immediately to prevent any further
environmental and human disasters in the state.

99 # ARd AR T IT & 379 gl arell IATGeoNT 31T AT 3maemsit i A &
T i HRarS & &1 31mere fohar |

Impact of the Glacier Lake Outburst Flood in Sikkim

RAfFerT # AR i 3WR a6 F71 YT

The devastating Glacier Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF) in Sikkim washed away the
Chungthang dam, which powered the Teesta-3, the State’s biggest hydropower
project, and killed at least 100 people.

RfFFa & Rered @R sfier 39K a@ (GLOF) o garumr arer 1 g1 fear, s
TsT & A 991 Sl faegd RIS -3 I Fanferd xdm a1, IR g4 yfshar &
FH T FF 100 AT AR T

EAC's Report on Project Rebuilding
RIS geAfaATor 9T EAC @ Rare

In its report approving the rebuilding, the EAC mentioned that the new dam would be
entirely concrete to increase its strength, and its spillway would manage a peak flow
of 19,946 cubic metres per second (cumecs), three times the capacity of the former
dam, which was 7,000 cumecs.

GATAATOT Y FH[{ & §T, EAC o g [ a1am st G X & hshle &7 9 lfeh
3HHT AT T, 3N gHeRT FPaerd fUhdA varg 19,946 Fgfaw e yfa d+3
(FFAIFH) T HHTST FHM, S qJ ST T &TAAT 7,000 FFAIFH § AT T[T B
The older dam had a part rock and part concrete structure.

e SEr T T A Fhre FIET |
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Studies on Glacial Lakes and Environmental Risks

TafRe et ik iy SfEsT W sreaae

e As part of their appraisal to relook at the projects, the EAC assessed studies by the
government where the risk from 119 glacial lakes was identified in the catchment area.

ARASAT W Gof: fIaR 3 & fAv 9l Feareha 9fshar & @ & §9 &, EAC
o THR GaRT fhT T HETTA HT 3ol v, [T 119 7ol sfiat @ g arer
@ FHr ggaeT i TS o)

e Out of these, 50 glacial lakes were shortlisted with an area of 10 ha or more for further
evaluation.

gTH ¥ 50 TR Fhal w1 3meT H Hediwad & AT 10 g A1 AftF &y & wry
Tafad fohar arar |

Teesta River
Origin and Course

e The Teesta River originates from the Tso Lhamo Lake in the Eastern Himalayas,
located in North Sikkim, India.

o It flows through the Indian states of Sikkim and West Bengal before entering
Bangladesh, where it merges with the Brahmaputra River (known as the Jamuna in
Bangladesh).

Length and Basin

e Total Length: Approximately 414 km (about 151 km in Sikkim and 123 km in West
Bengal).
e Basin Area: Covers about 12,159 sg. km, primarily in India and Bangladesh.

Tributaries

o Left Bank: Rangit, Rangpo
¢ Right Bank: Lachung, Lachen

Significance of Teesta River
Economic and Agricultural Importance

e Irrigation: Supports agriculture in North Bengal and Bangladesh.
e Hydroelectric Power: Several dams and hydropower projects are built along the river,
including the Teesta-lll Hydropower Project in Sikkim.
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Teesta River Water Dispute

* India and Bangladesh have an ongoing dispute over the equitable sharing of Teesta
waters.

e India's Stand: Wants to ensure sufficient water for West Bengal.

e Bangladesh's Stand: Seeks a fair share of water, particularly during lean season
(December to March).

e Teesta Water Sharing Agreement (Proposed 2011): Suggested a 50:50 water-
sharing formula, but has not been implemented due to opposition from West Bengal
government.

Environmental Concerns

e Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs):
o Teesta's headwaters are glacier-fed, making it vulnerable to rapid glacial
melting.
o GLOFs from Sikkim's glaciers pose risks to downstream areas.
e Hydroelectric Projects:
o Excessive damming of the river affects natural flow, sediment transport, and
aquatic biodiversity.
¢ Climate Change Impact:
o Retreating glaciers and erratic rainfall patterns threaten the river’s flow.
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60% polling recorded in
crucial election in Delhi

Turnout almost touches 62.59% recorded in the 2020 Assembly election; parties complain

about violations of Model Code of Conduct in several areas, Delhi police say issues are resolved

|GS Paper Ii: Polity |

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

elhirecorded a tur-
I) nout of 60.44% as
the polling percen-

tage in the Assembly elec-
tion was updated at 12.30
a.m. on Thursday.

The voter turnout figure
for the high-stakes election
is likely to rise as updates
continue to come in from
polling booths.

In the 2020 Assembly
election, the turnout was
62.59%, while in 2015, it
was even higher at 67.47%.

Political parties com-
plained about violations of
the Model Code of Con-
duct in Chirag Delhi, Jang-
pura, Farsh Bazaar, and
Seelampur.

However, the Delhi pol-
ice did not register any
case on the basis of these
allegations, saying that

y E

Seeking return: AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal with his family members

X o %\‘
i 1

after casting their vote on Wednesday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

they had been resolved.
There are close contests
expected in several high-
profile constituencies, in-
cluding New Delhi where
former Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal of the Aam
Aadmi Party will take on
two former Chief Minis-
ters” sons: Parvesh Sahib
Singh of the BJP and San-

deep Dikshit of the Con-
gress.

High-profile voters

The Capital is also home to
high-profile voters includ-
ing President Droupadi
Murmu, Vice-President Jag-
deep Dhankhar, Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar, who voted along

Exit polls predict
victory for BJP in
national capital

NEW DELHI

Most of the exit polls on
Wednesday predicted the
return of the BJP and its allies
to power in Delhi after 27
years, while projecting that the
AAP would stand second and
the Congress a distant third.
AAP, however, said it was
confident of victory. » PAGE 11

with his family, and Chief
Justice of India Sanjeev Ku-
mar. Congress MPs Rahul
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi,
and Sonia Gandhi also vot-
ed on Wednesday.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10

NO MAJOR COMPLAINTS
» PAGE 11

60% polling recorded in
crucial election in Delhi

feeeht & Fgcaqel goma
# 60% AdGTT gof

Delhi recorded a turnout of
60.44% as the polling
percentage in the
Assembly election was

updated at 12.30 a.m. on
Thursday.

faee & 60.44% AdEHT gof
T 9T, S faenaws
A FT Acald Ffaerd
TEAR H AT 12:30 FF
qse fHar )

The voter turnout figure for the high-stakes election is likely to rise as updates continue
to come in from polling booths.
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HEcaqul I1d & AT Ade Gideid dea 1 SHIEaT § Fifeh AdeleT $al ¥ 3H9sT
AT SR §

In the 2020 Assembly election, the turnout was 62.59%, while in 2015, it was even
higher at 67.47%.

2020 & faemarqs T gaAra H AcelT T 62.59% T, STafh 2015 # Ig 3R 31fw

67.47% ATl

Political parties complained about violations of the Model Code of Conduct in Chirag
Delhi, Jangpura, Farsh Bazaar, and Seelampur.

TStetia® gell F Risprra it 7 R Reel, sorqwr, web s 3K diesrqR & et
IR W 7 Seeee g3l

However, the Delhi police did not register any case on the basis of these allegations,
saying that they had been resolved.

gTelifeh, feell gfed =7 57 IR & 3MUR T HIg AHT ot 761 ham, Tg e §e
fo Hegl 1 otz forar . g
Close contests expected in several high-profile constituencies, including New Delhi,

where former CM Arvind Kejriwal of AAP will take on Parvesh Sahib Singh of BJP
and Sandeep Dikshit of Congress.

F§ Agcaqer furerwen &3 F FI1 qgFEen gl f 3 & S 7 R o arfder
2, S8l AAP & Y& Feaeiat 3Rfdg Forfiarer, BIP & wawr wfee g sl wiw & @
&ty & e gara oz @ &

High-profile voters

Hecaqul Aderd

The Capital is home to high-profile voters, including President Droupadi Murmu,
Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar, and CEC Rajiv Kumar, who voted along with his
family.

HEY TG 1Y (CEC) TShia FAR A g, Seglel 39a IRAR & Ay Ader=t
e
Chief Justice of India Sanjeev Kumar also cast his vote.

R & A& AT Fsflg FAR A 87 39 gl srer|

Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi, and Sonia Gandhi voted on
Wednesday.

HEA AT Tger Ieh, et aned, AT WfFam Teh 2 qUaR F A A
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U.S. President vows to take
over and develop Gaza Strip
after resettling Palestinians

ARG Ieeufa F e 9Tl W

U.S. President vows to take
over and develop Gaza Strip
after resettling Palestinians

GS Paper Il: US in

ReWest Asia

WASHINGTON - Q We will own it (Gaza Strip) ml‘ W 3.ﬁ'{' 3@‘ ﬁm'a' W
7 Al and be responsible for

US. President Donald % dismantling all of the dangerous

Trump vowed on Tuesday
that the U.S. would take
over the war-ravaged Gaza
Strip after Palestinians are
resettled elsewhere and
develop it economically, a

unexploded bombs and other weapons
on the site... we're going to develop
it, create thousands and
thousands of jobs

DONALD TRUMP

President of the U.S.

$1 gfaar i, faed@ar &
qAdd & 91

move that would shatter
decades of U.S. policy to-
wards the Israeli-Palesti-
nian conflict.

He unveiled his surprise
plan, without providing
specifics, at a joint press
conference with visiting Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu.

The announcement fol-
lowed Mr. Trump’s shock
proposal, made shortly be-
fore Mr. Netanyahu arrived
on Tuesday, for the perma-
nent resettlement of Pales-
tinians from Gaza to neigh-
bouring countries, calling
the enclave — where the
first phase of a fragile cea-
sefire is in effect — a “de-

molition site”.

“The U.S. will take over
the Gaza Strip, and we will
do a job with it too,” Mr.
Trump told presspersons.

“We will own it and be
responsible for disman-
tling all of the dangerous
unexploded bombs and
other weapons on the
site,” he said.

“If it’s necessary, we’ll
do that, we’re going to take
over that piece, we’re go-
ing to develop it, create
thousands and thousands
of jobs, and it’ll be someth-
ing that the entire Middle
East can be very proud of,”

Mr. Trump added.

Asked who would live
there, the U.S. President
said it could become a
home to “the world’s
people”.

Mr. Netanyahu said Mr.
Trump was “thinking out-
side the box with fresh
ideas” and was “showing
willingness to puncture
conventional thinking.”

Mr. Trump earlier re-
peated his call for Jordan,
Egypt, and other Arab
states to take in Gazans.

ALLIES, FOES REJECT PLAN
» PAGE 14

U.S. President Donald Trump
vowed on Tuesday that the U.S.
would take over the war-ravaged
Gaza Strip after Palestinians are
resettled elsewhere and develop it
economically.

FARFr Tseafa ares <o A
HIAR F1 arer fFar & saRe
EUATA ST GEET I FHsll FH,
fefardifaal #1 s qaaifla w3

& dg 3T =¥ fdF ¥ ¥ [JAHaT FEm

This move would shatter decades of U.S. policy towards the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict.

g A FoTd-fhfardler Tad 1 ot AR AT qerat quredt Aify &1 dig ¢am)

He unveiled his surprise plan at a joint press conference with visiting Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, without providing specifics.

3ogiel 379l IATAd AYTelT T G T, S 3rgiel FRIel AT FtfareT
ATITE & TY WYFT T Fiethd H o, a1 A1 Ay Sy v
The announcement followed Mr. Trump’s shock proposal, made shortly before Mr.

Netanyahu arrived on Tuesday, for the permanent resettlement of Palestinians from
Gaza to neighboring countries.

Ig V0T At €9 F b T T F 9G35, S HITAR B A Adedrg & A
q ggo fam mar a1, 5w e @ hfardifaat & varh w7 @ g gt A
YA A T a7
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o Calling Gaza a “demolition site”, Mr. Trump said, "The U.S. will take over the Gaza
Strip, and we will do a job with it too."

TSI Y AT T FEd U, A T A T, ARG IS 9ed W Feam F1W AR
&H dg & 931 F1H A"

e He added that the U.S. would own it and be responsible for dismantling unexploded
bombs and other weapons.

3egiel el o IANFT susr Afas gem 3K 3we aat 3K 3w gfAARY A gear
forFAeY |

e Mr. Trump stated, "If it's necessary, we will take over, develop it, create thousands
of jobs, and make it something the entire Middle East can be proud of."

A Y 7 e, AT ITaeT gIT, A & T IIA fAGAr A A, 5@ AT w4,
g st REr dar FEEr 3R 3/ W TEd W W QU 7T 9 9 AT aS)

¢ When asked who would live in Gaza, the U.S. President said it could become a home
to "the world’s people".

SIS 39 qoT a7 T e & Fhar 1@, A ARy wegufa 7 wer 6 g5 g &
AN HT B I FhaT gl

e Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu praised Trump’s plan, calling it "thinking outside
the box with fresh ideas" and "showing willingness to challenge conventional
thinking."
ST TUTAHA AT o1 €T T FISTAT T Te=T H1, 34 "AC RAant & @y
TRARE VT & T fawesr i @ iR " WRET J9 # gatd & fr e
EEIRN

e Mr. Trump repeated his call for Jordan, Egypt, and other Arab states to take in
Gazans.

A g9 7 Y @ Meara R i Srder, AW 3T 37T 3Ra derams & e o eRoT
gl
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US. aircraft lands in Amritsar U-S. aircraft lands in Amritsar
with 100 deported Indians

|GS Paper II: US-India |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A C-17 wide-bodied aircraft
of the United States Air
Force landed in the Guru
Ram Dass Jee International
Airport of Amritsar on
Wednesday carrying
around 100 Indian nation-
als who were suspected by
the U.S. authorities of us-
ing illegal means to enter
the country.

Sources here contrad-
icted the previous assess-
ment of over 200 passen-
gers, saying that the flight
carried a little more than
100 passengers as “large-
scale deportation flights”
usually do.

According to sources
privy to the nature of the
discussion regarding the
passengers on the flight,
the individuals on board
the aircraft were handed

| ' e |

S ey
10 IV Bt

A U.S. military plane deporting Indian immigrants lands at the Guru
Ram Dass Jee International Airport in Amritsar on Wednesday. ANI

over to the Punjab police
soon after they landed.
The deportation
through a military aircraft
drew attention as this was
the first time the U.S. had
carried out such a deporta-
tion with one of its biggest
cargo aircraft. The BBC
had reported that the auth-
orities in Amritsar moved

fast and started sending
them back to their home
towns in Gujarat, Haryana,
and Punjab. Commercial
taxis and airlines were be-
ing used to send them
back to their home towns,
sources have said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

with 100 deported Indians
IaEY & ARG AT 100

faRa ardt & "1y 39

A C-17 wide-bodied aircraft of the
United States Air Force landed in
the Guru Ram Dass Jee
International Airport of Amritsar on
Wednesday, carrying around 100
Indian nationals who were
suspected by the U.S. authorities
of using illegal means to enter the
country.

AR ag qa1 FT C-17 ATSS-qISN
faAe qear 1 3T F T TH
g Sit FAWSET §a1$ 3138 W

3T, @A T 100 ARAT ARRE &, Oeg 3rARE srffs iy &
AT aHT T U H YT FIT FT g STdrAT A7)

Sources here contradicted the previous assessment of over 200 passengers, saying

that the flight carried a little more than 100 passengers as “large-scale deportation
flights” usually do.

FE & A A wEd F 200 F T AR F e w1 @RS I R, 7@ Fod gu
fo faE # 100 % Fo s Inh &, 341 6 3mEak | A @ A
3grAt # g g

e According to sources privy to the nature of the discussion regarding the passengers on

the flight, the individuals on board the aircraft were handed over to the Punjab
police soon after they landed.

35T A AAAT F GO A H YHT @ 3T AN F AR, AT A FaR
afFadl F 3 & gone gfew Ao Raw =

e The deportation through a military aircraft drew attention as this was the first time
the U.S. had carried out such a deportation with one of its biggest cargo aircraft.

=7 A F ATeaw ¥ AT S &I 3T fFar FifE T8 ugel aR a1 39
IHANFT A 319 & 93 Fef FaAE #F § v F Aegd 9 0@ [araa fwmam)
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The BBC reported that the authorities in Amritsar moved fast and started sending
them back to their home towns in Gujarat, Haryana, and Punjab.

et A RO F Igar, e F ARl @ s § Fras 7 31K 378 erm,
gRamon AR 9o A 3% E TRT FH AT gE F e

Commercial taxis and airlines were being used to send them back to their home

towns, sources have said.

A & ITER, A fFat R vawansal 13U 37 39 g aeRt A

Ao & fow fFar ST W@T 91l

A green signal for India to assert its health leadership

Sector

GS Paper II: Health

ays a robust

foundation for India to assert its

leadership in gl

innovation, with strategic announcements that
bolster medical infrastructure, expand
educational opportunities, and promote global

collaboration.

With a ¥90,958 crore health-care allocation,

the addition of 75,000

next five years, and investments in daycare
cancer centres, India is poised to enhance both

accessibility and qualit

obal health care and

Dr. Prathap C.
Reddy

medical seats over the is Founder and

Chairman,
1 Apollo Hospitals
y of care. The country will

add 10,000 medical seats in FY26 alone,
underscoring its commitment to health-care

excellence.

India’s health-care transformation

This Budget underscores India’s remarkable

journey of progress, from the 1980s when it
grappled with limited medical infrastructure, to

its current status as a global health-care leader.

The transformation has been nothing short of

extraordinary.
Recently, the writer
presenting two key recy

Minister Narendra Modi: first, establishing India
as the global health-care destination, and second,

addressing the global s|
professionals. It has be

these ideas in action through the ‘Heal in India”

and “Heal by India’ init
visa processes, enhanc

had the privilege of
ommendations to Prime The Budget has
recognised the
role of health
care as a pillar
of national
growth and
development

hortfall of health-care
en a delight to see both

iatives. With streamlined
ed hospital infrastructure,

and robust public-private partnerships, India is
poised to become the preferred medical
destination for international patients.

Simultaneously, the country is addressing the
global shortfall of health-care professionals by
training and deploying more doctors, nurses, and
paramedics abroad. This will ensure that Indian
expertise supports health-care systems
worldwide while creating new opportunities for
our skilled professionals.

Customs duty exemptions, tech outlook
Moreover, it is commendable that the growing
burden of non-communicable diseases such as
cancer has been acknowledged in this Budget.
The establishment of 200 day-care cancer centres
in district hospitals will bring specialised
treatment closer to people, improving early
diagnosis and better patient outcomes.

The customs duty exemption on 36 life-saving
drugs, including those for cancer, rare diseases,
and chronic conditions will lower the cost of
treatments, in turn, benefiting thousands of
patients across the country. Also, the addition of
13 new patient assistance programmes would also
improve access to critical medications for
patients, particularly those with chronic
conditions.

The emphasis on Artificial Intelligence and
digital health marks a pivotal moment for the
future of India’s health care. The new National
Centres of Excellence will spearhead innovation

in diagnostics, treatment, and research, enabling
India to develop cutting-edge solutions that
enhance patient care.

The writer believes that the introduction of
cutting-edge technologies to deliver quality
health care has strengthened India’s position as a
global health-care player. Both private and public
hospitals have played an integral role in this
progress. Apollo was the first hospital to launch
Proton therapy for advanced cancer care in this
part of the world and continues to attract patients
from countries such as Australia and the United
Kingdom to name a few.

Build on the momentum

This Budget clearly recognises the government’s
vision for — and demonstration of bold leadership
in recognising — health care as a pillar of national
growth and development. From a country that
once struggled to provide basic medical care, we
have evolved into a nation offering world-class
treatment to millions. Through the synergy of
Heal in India, Heal by India, and
innovation-driven care, we are shaping a future
where India’s health-care system sets new global
benchmarks.

It is our collective responsibility now to build
on this momentum — by embracing technology,
strengthening medical education, and ensuring
that health care reaches every individual in need.

India is not just healing its own people; it is
healing the world.

A Green Signal for India to Assert its Health Leadership

HRT & AT Tell FEEeT dAqca &TAdT F1 TAAT FIA F &0

b

The Union Budget 2025-26 lays a robust foundation for India to assert
its leadership in global health care and innovation with strategic
announcements.

FET T 2025-26 HRT ¥ T dRgw ey A9t 3R A9ER & 39
Aqed &TAAT F FUNT A T F Ay A9 @ T
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o ¥90,958 FUT T TAELY JAT 3TdeT fHaT =T §l

e 75,000 medical seats will be added over the next five years, with 10,000 seats in FY26
alone.

o 33T 9iFr Fuf H 75,000 Afgwer WE FEr Fwalt, fFad7 & 10,000 HE 317ar FY26
# S Sraet

India’s Health-Care Transformation

AR HT TAFELT JaT IREdT

e India's journey from limited medical infrastructure in the 1980s to becoming a global
health-care leader has been extraordinary.

o #ART $r1980 F gerF H AT RfFcar au=r ¥ iRTw T dar
Aqed A N AT HETUROT T ¢

e Two key recommendations were presented to PM Narendra Modi:
o Prime Minister aig &Y 1 &I 97 AR G&qd & aE:
o Establishing India as a global health-care destination.
«  HRA &I ARTF FERLT JAT TacT & T H AT FET
o Addressing the global shortfall of health-care professionals.
= FEELT /AT YN iy IRgGEw FAT A g

e 'Heal in India' and 'Heal by India’ initiatives are already in action to support these
goals.

o B J&T &I Yed &3l & oIT 'Heal in India’ 3R 'Heal by India’ 98l 9gef &
& afh 81
e India is streamlining visa processes, enhancing hospital infrastructure, and
promoting public-private partnerships to attract international patients.

o AR ST UfFATIHT FY GIT TAT T@T §, IETATT HIETAT F 907 @7 § 3R
AT forh-fasil HENERT I AcaTegd HL I@T & dlich cRIASEIT AISIT &l
RNa fhar ST gl

e India is training and deploying more doctors, nurses, and paramedics abroad to help
global health-care systems.

o R AAF sioex, A 3 RATRFT o ufRfeg FT faget & g R @ g
arfer 3fRaes TareeT gomell & gAY Ao |

Customs Duty Exemptions, Tech Outlook

HECH I T, dhellhl TISCHIOT

e 200 day-care cancer centres will be established in district hospitals for specialized
treatment.
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o 200 3-FIT FuT Ve foraT 3rrvaral # TUig fFw ader arfe 99w 3R
3T @I Th|

o Customs duty exemption on 36 life-saving drugs, including those for cancer, rare
diseases, and chronic conditions, will reduce treatment costs.

o 36 SNaerar® a3t W wEcH 3T Qe & TS &, S Faw, geler T 3k
drdifas fiaRat fr caw anfae § 5Ed 3gar i aea gl
e 13 new patient assistance programmes will improve access to critical medications.
o 13a€aﬂamﬁmmﬁmﬁﬁmaﬁrml
o Focus on Artificial Intelligence (Al) and digital health WI|| drive future innovation.
o FhAA A (Al) AR Bioed TEReT W SR #fasy & FaER @ 9RT
|

« New National Centres of Excellence will lead in diaghostics, treatment, and
research.

o T ST Icpeal g e, 3uar 3R sregwene 7 ol sjfaer e
e Apollo was the first hospital to launch Proton therapy for advanced cancer care in
this part of the world.

o 3T 3 & H 3eeld HWT ITAR & [T Hrelar N Y& FTl qrel gga
IETATe |

Build on the Momentum

T F g0 @&

e This Budget recognizes health care as a pillar of national growth and development.
o g 99C TARLT AGT Y T T F1 0F GH@ FA AT &

e India has evolved from struggling to provide basic medical care to offering world-class
treatment.

o ¥R Herd RfFear qaresr A Fu¥ @ @ Tt faRaEadT TR & ard
g & &7 A fasfad g3 gl

e Healin India, Heal by India, and innovation-driven care are setting new global
benchmarks.

o Heal in India, Heal by India 3T s/Em@R 3maRda @ 75 dRTw ACs
T T WET R

e Emphasis on technology, medical education, and accessibility will ensure better
health care for all.

o ey, Rifdear e 3 gga W SR & § Tl & T dgR F@reey
Yar gafead gef|

e India is not just healing its own people but healing the world.

o HRA RAF qat det #1 & 7 afeF QU feg F1 3TER = @ R
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House panel seeks SOPs
for timely completion of
spiritual tourism projects

Sreeparna Chakrab:
NEW DELHI

Expressing  disappoint-
ment over the slow pro-
gress of important projects
in the spiritual tourism cir-
cuits and under the Pil-
grimage Rejuvenation and
Spiritual ~ Augmentation
Drive (PRASHAD) scheme,
a parliamentary commit-
tee has asked the govern-
ment to develop a “clear-
cut Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP)” and ob-
tain prior clearances and
approvals from relevant
authorities for timely com-
pletion of projects.

The PRASHAD scheme
focuses on developing and
identifying pilgrimage sites
across India for enriching
the religious tourism expe-
rience.

The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on

|GS Paper Il: Government Scheme |

Long trek: Pilgrims trekking through the Sathram-Sabarimala
traditional forest path. LEJU KAMAL

Transport, Tourism and
Culture noted that of the
23 spiritual circuits, five
are yet to be completed out
of which two circuits in
Kerala — Sabarimala-Eru-
meli-Pampa-Sannidhanam
circuit and Sivagiri Sree Na-
rayana Guru Ashram cir-
cuit — are yet to be com-
pleted.

In a report tabled in the
Lok Sabha on Monday, the

committee, headed by Ja-
nata Dal(U) MP Sanjay Jha,
said that at the time of the
Demands for Grants, 2023-
24, it had been informed
that the reason for delays
in these two Kerala circuits
was lack of clearance from
the temple authorities.
The panel also observed
that under the PRASHAD
scheme, only 21 of 45 pro-
jects have been completed.

House panel seeks SOPs
for timely completion of
spiritual tourism projects

deo Fr gfafa o
reafoas qded
IRASA3MT T FAT W
@ A F fav wwsnd
$T AWT &Y

Disappointment Over Slow Progress
in Spiritual Tourism Projects

IregfoAs Tded IRt 7 o
yorfa 9X fammem

e A parliamentary committee
expressed disappointment over the
slow progress of important projects
under the Pilgrimage Rejuvenation
and Spiritual Augmentation Drive
(PRASHAD) scheme.

F T wfAfa A I euR A

meATfeA® WaHe 3189 (PRASHAD) ISl & dgd HecaqoT IRASTAI3T dr et
garfa @X foRmem e a &y

e The committee has urged the government to develop a "clearcut Standard Operating

Procedure (SOP)" and obtain prior clearances and approvals from relevant authorities
for timely completion of projects.

AT o TWPR T "TISe A AT IfHAT (SOP)" TAhfad Far 3R aRATST=m3it
& wAT W qOfar & fov gaftd sl @ q@ wdpfaar st seafaar aea s @
T 3T fonar g

e The PRASHAD scheme focuses on developing and identifying pilgrimage sites across
India to enrich the religious tourism experience.

PRASHAD 3ISi=T FT 3628 HRA X H i Frail &f [ atar AR ggareter &
drfeh eMfdier TdeeT & 3eIerd 1 HACY fohar ST T

e The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Transport, Tourism, and Culture noted
that of the 23 spiritual circuits, five are yet to be completed.
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uRae, wea 3R dFsfa W sad vl afdfa s 95 A fFar & 23 srenfons
wfel & & aiw 330 T T AET g &
Two of the incomplete circuits are in Kerala: the Sabarimala—Erumeli—-Pampa-
Sannidhanam circuit and Sivagiri Sree Narayana Guru Ashram circuit.

A H ar R vk §: waRATa-TeA-gra-afeaurea afhe 3R Rafad st
ARIIOT I I Hihe |

The committee’s report, tabled in the Lok Sabha on Monday, stated that at the time of
the Demands for Grants, 2023-24, it was informed that the delay in the two Kerala
circuits was due to the lack of clearance from the temple authorities.

AT T RAE, ST WHAAR I NFHHT F Gl T 1S, 7 hgT a7 fob fad ad 2023-24
¥ fT sreqere Y AT & G747 I8 AR § 978 fF 5 ar A afdkel & Sfr AR

FiRREt & Ao 1 A F FROT A @ R

The committee also observed that under the PRASHAD scheme, only 21 out of 45
projects have been completed.

gfafa o g8 off @r f& PRASHAD A1SieiT & dgd 45 URANS=3it & & hder 21
IR & 0 g ¢

Trump’s Gaza takeover plan
rejected by allies, foes alike

Australia, Ireland, China, New Zealand, Germany, Russia reiterate support for a two-state solution;

Palestinian President Abbas calls for the UN to protect the territory’s people and their rights

GS Paper ll: US in
est Asia

DUBAI

.S. President Do-
Unald Trump’s pro-
posal that the Unit-

ed States “take over” the
Gaza Strip and permanent-
ly resettle its Palestinian re-
sidents was swiftly rejected
and denounced on Wed-
nesday by American allies
and adversaries alike.
Saudi Arabia, an impor-
tant American ally,
weighed in quickly on Mr.
Trump’s expanded idea to
take over the Gaza Strip in
a sharply worded state-
ment, noting that its long
call for an independent
Palestinian state was a

pas

0ld friends: Donald Trump meets Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu at the Oval Office of the White House on Tuesday. AFP

“firm, steadfast and unwa-
vering position.”

The Prime Ministers of
Australia and Ireland, Fo-
reign Ministries from Chi-

na, New Zealand and Ger-
many, and a Kremlin
spokesman all reiterated
support for a two-state
solution.

“Australia’s position is
the same as it was this
morning, as it was last
year, as it was 10 years
ago,” Australian Prime Mi-
nister Anthony Albanese
said.

Turkish Foreign Minis-
ter Hakan Fidan said Mr.
Trump’s proposal on “de-
portations from Gaza is not
something that either the
region or we would
accept.”

Palestinian  President
Mahmoud Abbas called for
the UN to “protect the Pal-
estinian people and their
rights,” saying that what
Mr. Trump wanted to do
would be “a serious viola-
tion of international law.”

Trump’s Gaza
takeover plan
rejected by allies,
foes alike

SFT &l 6T W
Feoll Hlal T JloTell
H Fgaaat 3
AL CIRAC I i
'er &Y faar

Australia, Ireland, China,
New Zealand, Germany,
Russia reiterate support
for a two-state solution;

Palestinian President Abbas calls for the UN to protect the territory’s people and
their rights
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Freefer, 3mads, i, wEitals, Sel, &0 & Qe WA F fAT v wwde
arerT, fATdiel Iegafar e @ wgFa s F &7 F W HR 3aF FAERE f
T&TT HA T ATedre fhar

U.S. President Trump’s Gaza Proposal Rejected by Global Leaders
J.UH. TSgqfa T T AT Jead dRgw Aanit @Err s ds)

U.S. President Donald Trump’s proposal to have the United States “take over” the
Gaza Strip and permanently resettle its Palestinian residents was rejected and
denounced by both American allies and adversaries.

I.0H. Tegufa STes €9 & YA fh Hgard Tod AR Ml 9EdY &l "sheoll "

IR 3 Pfaede Rarfat & rl 9 @ g@afaa &, w3l ggafe ik

Rt ganT sreder 3R e R |

Saudi Arabia, an important American ally, quickly responded to Mr. Trump’s expanded

idea to take over the Gaza Strip with a sharply worded statement, reaffirming its long-
standing call for an independent Palestinian state.

TFE! 3, Ush Agcaqul IARST WA, & Mot Gl &l ool a1 & fov 4 ¢ &
fEaRa foaR W Ra#3 el & 91 i, fow# 38 Faaa fefaedieh Tsa &
foT 39el Sraemifas AT #r g

The Prime Ministers of Australia and Ireland, Foreign Ministries from China, New
Zealand, and Germany, and a Kremlin spokesman all reiterated their support for a
two-state solution.

sireeforr 3 IRRels & wure w6l =, FEiiels 3 s & fager #Eme, 3k T
FATAT yaFar 3 g S-UT AT & AU 3797 gHAT g

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese stated, “Australia’s position is the same
as it was this morning, as it was last year, as it was 10 years ago.”

Freefrar & wurasat Ul sreaelier o1 e, “3iieeforar & [Fufa o § S 3 gew
oY, ST foh el drer T, ST 6 10 I1ef 98t ATl

Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan stated that Mr. Trump’s proposal on
“deportations from Gaza” is not something that either the region or Turkey would
accept.

gl & faeer #:lt grater et o gl o A <9 o1 e A & fAErEer W ar
&7 3N 7 & JH 38 FHR Ham|

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas called for the UN to protect the Palestinian
people and their rights, asserting that Mr. Trump’s proposal would be “a serious
violation of international law.”

Refaedet Isgafa Aegde Iearw o qua @ RefAwdel ot 3R 3o1eh iRt & &
e T HTEalT fohaT, Jg et §U foh A 0 1 TcTd " HAUSET Hiefet H1 3R
Jedud" gI|
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper lll: Economy, Science & Technology,
Environment, Disaster Management, Internal Security)

1. New life-sized mechanical elephant to assist Kerala temple

in ceremonies / e AT F vt # wegraar & fow a7
SAaeT-3Th R FT g3 greft

2.M.P. CM releases five more cheetahs into the wild in Kuno /

HET Yo & HEIAA & Fal A urg 3R i siorer 7 81
3. A Budget that is mostly good but with one wrong move /
& doI¢ Sl SAGIAT TS § dfdhd & Tad FeH & 9y
4. A Tough Call / ARwa $aer

5. The Rise and Rise of UPI Digital Payments / IH3$ f3foreer
HITATT FT TGl THTT

6.SC Directive on Sacred Groves /gﬁ’lﬂ' FIC FT UfQT 3Ug4r
9T fader

7. Govt. warns officials against using Al tools due to security
risks / SYRR & & N@AT F FROT IS Tod F 3TANT T

FfAFINAT Fr Aaraedt
8.Stryker infantry vehicle deal with the U.S. progresses;

Javelin to be re-demonstrated / 3TART & AT LIAEL XY S?av'ff
area dier yerfa @ Safoa T O yefia A sreen
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M.P. CM releases five
more cheetahs into
the wild in Kuno

GS Paper lll:
Environment

BHOPAL

Madhya Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Mohan Yadav on
Wednesday released five
cheetahs, including the fe-
male Veera who had given
birth to two cubs on Tues-
day, into the wild from
their enclosures at the Ku-
no National Park in Sheo-
pur district.

The other cheetahs set
free include Asha and her
three cubs. Two cheetahs
— Agni and Vayu — already
roam freely in the forest
since they were released
on December 4, 2024 on
the occasion of Interna-
tional Cheetah Day.

Mr. Yadav shared pic-
tures from the national
park on X. “On this occa-
sion, a review was also con-
ducted with the officials re-
garding the cheetah
project,” he wrote.

The Chief Minister said
it was a matter of great
pleasure to see the chee-
tahs gaining speed again
and increasing their popu-
lation in Madhya Pradesh.

“The land of Madhya
Pradesh with the spirit of

‘jeev charachar jantu sa-
maana’ is amazing; which
is the ideal shelter for wil-
dlife and the courtyard of
the frolic of many endan-
gered wild animals. We are
committed to preserving
wildlife and biodiversity
for the coming generations
and will continue to make
the holy land of Madhya
Pradesh proud with such
innovations in the future
too,” he said.

The total population of
cheetahs at the national
park is now 26.

Eight cheetahs had been
brought from Namibia and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had released them in
the enclosures at the park
on September 17, 2022,
marking a return of the fe-
line species to the country.

More cheetahs

Six to eight more cheetahs
are also set to be brought
from South Africa and
moved to a new home,
Gandhi Sagar Wildlife
Sanctuary in Mandsaur dis-
trict of the State. While an
official date is yet to be de-
cided, officials say it could
be before April this year.

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

M.P. CM releases five more cheetahs into
the wild in Kuno

ALY Yo F AETHAA A Fat # i AR
Hid ST H B8

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
on Wednesday released five cheetahs,
including the female Veera, who had given
birth to two cubs on Tuesday, into the wild
from their enclosures at Kuno National Park in
Sheopur district.

HEY Yo & HEIHA! Hlgel I1Gd o JUAR FY
g A1, oe# Aer dar Rt enfae §, B

ﬁwwafra’remgw,afrma@fﬁfﬂagﬁ
o & Tl TET 3T F Forer # iz fam

. The other cheetahs set free include Asha and her three
cubs.

3T BIS AT drar 7 3men 3R 3uF e amaw arfFe g
. Two cheetahs, Agni and Vayu, already roam freely in the

forest since they were released on December 4, 2024, on the
occasion of International Cheetah Day.

ar A, 7% 3R Ty, Tgd @ & ST A TS T G gAH @
g, Fifh 3¢ 4 T 2024 1 saisdry e Baw & 3@
9T BIST AT AT

e Mr. Yadav shared pictures from the national park on X and wrote, “On this occasion,
a review was also conducted with the officials regarding the cheetah project.”

2 AT 7 vFE W T 35 A aER a@men Fi 3R o, 57 Jaev o,
HEOFRT & arer Bar TRIATAT F+ THET & - T=/

e The Chief Minister said it was a matter of great pleasure to see the cheetahs gaining
speed again and increasing their population in Madhya Pradesh.

AEHEA & T % 75 aga g # o o oA § afa ows @ ¥ ko
e & IAH TEAT 96 W T

e "The land of Madhya Pradesh, with the spirit of 'jeev charachar jantu samaana’, is an
ideal shelter for wildlife and home to many endangered animals."
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"HET govl P YA NG WER e WA &) H1d=T1 3 drd d=Fofial & folv v

el T FIeT & 3R #s FJCadd SRl #T R 61"
“We are committed to preserving wildlife and biodiversity for future generations and will
continue such innovations to make Madhya Pradesh proud.”

"§H Hiasg I difgFl F [T agShal 3N sia fafaear & averor & fov gidsgEr &
FR HEF g3er F I HEGH NI F [0 0F Farar SR I8/

The total population of cheetahs at Kuno National Park is now 26.

Foll TS 3 H Nl A Fo TE&AT 3T 26 7 7 B

Cheetahs from Namibia and South Africa

aArifaar 3 gf@or nfer & o

Eight cheetahs were brought from Namibia, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
released them in the enclosures at Kuno on September 17, 2022, marking the return
of the feline species to India.

AR & 36 di dw v A, 3R gaeER A AQ T 5o 17 Raew 2022 F gt
ﬁwﬁm,mmﬁwmmﬁM@

Six to eight more cheetahs are set to be brought from South Africa and moved to a
new home at Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary in Mandsaur district.

B ¥ 313 3 ANY AT 3T Y T T ¢ 3T 3¢ AGE ey & el ¥R

FegSg IAHAROT H SHIT AT
While an official date is yet to be decided, officials say it could be before April this
year.

greifh IfAFRS fafdr 3 ao =t §¢ & Afhar FfwREt &1 wear & & 77 3@
e 3T ¥ g @ FehlT B
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New life-sized mechanical elephant
to assist Kerala temple in ceremonies

|GS Paper lIl: S&T

The Hindu Bureau
THRISSUR

A three-metre-tall mechan-
ical elephant weighing 800
kilograms was offered to
Kombara Sreekrishna Swa-
mi Temple in Kerala’s
Thrissur, on Wednesday.

Sitarist Anoushka Shan-
kar and People for the Eth-
ical Treatment of Animals
(PETA) India gifted the life-
size elephant, Kombara
Kannan, to the temple, in
recognition of its decision
not to own or hire live ele-
phants.

Kombara Kannan was
unveiled by Satish Vima-
lan, secretary of Unnayi
Warier Smaraka Kalani-
layam, and will be used to

Larger than life: Kombara Kannan isa three metre-tall mechamcal
elephant weighing 800 kilograms. THULASI KAKKAT

conduct ceremonies at the
temple.

After the Nadayiruthal
ceremony of the mechani-
cal elephant, the temple
hosted a Panchari melam
performance led by Kala-

mandalam Harish Marar.
Ms. Shankar, who was
nominated for two awards
at the Grammys held on
February 2 in Los Angeles,
says, “Kombara Kannan
struck a chord with the de-

votees, especially children,
as he can perform duties in
accordance with the tem-
ple’s requirements, but
without getting lonely, thir-
sty, hungry or upset.”

Ms. Shankar adds, “By
bringing mechanical ele-
phants to temples, real ele-
phants can flourish in their
native habitats.”

In honour of our deci-
sion to never hire or own a
live elephant for our tem-
ple rituals and festivals, we
are absolutely thrilled to
accept a mechanical ele-
phant, says Kombara
Sreekrishna Swami Temple
president Ravi Namboothi-
ri. “All of God’s creations
deserve love and respect,”
he adds.

New life-sized mechanical elephant to assist Kerala templein

ceremonies

el AR A el A Gergar & AT a1 faa-3rdr F

aifye greft

A three-metre-tall mechanical elephant weighing 800 kilograms was
offered to Kombara Sreekrishna Swami Temple in Thrissur, Kerala, on

Wednesday.

it #Hiex F=n Tl el ST gerer 800 fFalameT §, # guar &t
I & PR o & Fearr sligsor waedt #few &t e B

e Sitarist Anoushka Shankar and People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
(PETA) India gifted the life-size elephant, Kombara Kannan, to the temple in
recognition of its decision not to own or hire live elephants.

AR arew et T 3R fiver ®R g tRwa dedic e vfasew (PETA) sf3ara
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FIFEIRT Fooled ATHS NGT-3THR & Fifad grefl o1 #AfY o dic fovar, Faife Ay o
Nfaa At & 7 @a a1 FOT |W T O F1 Ak o an

o Kombara Kannan was unveiled by Satish Vimalan, secretary of Unnayi Warier
Smaraka Kalanilayam, and will be used to conduct ceremonies at the temple.

FIFIRT Foefel b1 IATGROT FAT AAee, Hid, Ierlt TIRA FARST Falfaadd garm
foar I 3R 38 AT A IregeamEt F fAw 3wer fomar s

o After the Nadayiruthal ceremony of the mechanical elephant, the temple hosted a
Panchari melam performance led by Kalamandalam Harish Marar.

ity grft F AERTYS o & dIg, Al o FAWSAA FHT ARR F aAqged H
O AGH Yol 3mAfaa R

e Ms. Shankar, who was nominated for two awards at the Grammys on February 2 in
Los Angeles, said, "Kombara Kannan struck a chord with the devotees, especially
children, as he can perform duties in accordance with the temple’s requirements,
but without getting lonely, thirsty, hungry, or upset.”

A o, oot 2 vt &t dfw vorew # e Rt & v & e e
T, "PIFART Foolel A 3ardl, A &7 § qeal w1 e S o, #=ifF a5 afew #
ITERIFAHT F IHTAR FE FI Fhal ¢, Afdver R srvamga, wamw, @, a1 aersdt
weqy e

e Ms. Shankar added, "By bringing mechanical elephants to temples, real elephants
can flourish in their native habitats."

A aFT A e, "HRRT H Iifyw efdat wr A @ aafaw el v wsfaw
I # g adF ¥ @ TS 21"

e Kombara Sreekrishna Swami Temple President Ravi Namboothiri stated, "In
honour of our decision to never hire or own a live elephant for our temple rituals
and festivals, we are absolutely thrilled to accept a mechanical elephant."

FIFART AFSor Tt AT F reget WA aAqRA A wgr, gAR 5w Aoy F e
# for gor ol oft AT 3repeomil 3 clRRY & faw SAfda ereft wdt wor ar e
W g o, g TifF gt F FER wE AT et @ W g

e He added, "All of God’s creations deserve love and respect.”

3ogleT &gl "§eaT Y WY THATE 99 3 TFEAT Y gFEN B
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A Budget that is mostly good but with one wrong move

[GS Paper IIl: Budget |

he Union Budget has got many things
right. Its projection of nominal GDP
growth for 202526, at 10.1%, is
reasonable and acceptable. The
Economic Survey 2024-25 had indicated a real
GDP growth in the range of 6.3%-6.8% for
2025-26. This provides some buffer if growth
picks up more. The increase in the capital
expenditure of the government in 2025-26 over
the revised estimates of 2024-25 is estimated at
¥1.03 lakh crore. But the capital expenditures in
2025-26, at ¥11.2 lakh crore, are nearly the same
as was indicated in the Budget of 2024-25 at ¥11.1
lakh crore.

The overarching aim of the Budget was to
accelerate growth and push India towards a
developed country status. The required rate of
real growth to achieve this is estimated differently
including a rate of 8% in the Economic Survey for
2024-25. In any case, the country needs a definite
pickup in growth rate. The various measures
indicated in the Budget are welcome. In fact,
some of these could have been implemented
even earlier. The concession given to the
‘middle-class’ in terms of income-tax is welcome
as a relief. But its impact on demand depends on
the marginal propensity to consume of the
households who are expected to largely benefit
from these concessions and their consumption
basket.

Gross tax revenues

Growth in the Government of India’s gross tax
revenues (GTR) have trended downwards in
recent years. The buoyancy of GTR has fallen for
three successive years from 1.4 in 2023-24 to 1.15
in 2024-25 (RE) and then to 1.07 in 2025-26 (BE).
As aresult, growth in the Government of India’s
GTR has kept falling from 13.5% in 202324 to
11.2% in 2024-25 (RE), and to 10.8% in 2025-26
(BE). Within the government’s tax revenues, the
growth rate of Goods and Services Tax (GST) has
also fallen from 12.7% in 2023-24 to 10.9% in
2025-26 (BE).

In fact, the structure of the government’s
taxation has moved away from indirect to direct
taxes. The share of direct taxes in the
government’s GTR has increased from 52% in

C. Rangarajan
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School of Economics
and a farmer
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Reserve Bank of India

D.K. Srivastava

is Honorary Professor,
Madras School of
Economics and
Member, Advisory
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Sixteenth Finance
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Some of the
measures
indicated in the
Budget could
have been
implemented
even earlier;
moving away
from ‘“fiscal
deficit’ as an
indicator is an
incorrect step

2021-22 to 59% in 2025-26 (BE) which isa
welcome development. Within direct taxes,
however, it is personal income-tax which has
performed better than corporate income-tax in
terms of growth and buoyancy.

However, even in the case of personal
income-tax there has been a fall in growth from
25.4% in 2023-24 to 20.3% in 2024-25 (RE) and
14.4% in 2025-26 (BE). This fall in growth in
202526 (BE) is partly due to the announced
income-tax concessions. In the case of corporate
income-tax, the growth in 2024-25 (RE) is quite
low at 7.6%. This growth has been raised to 10.4%
in 2025-26 (BE). On the whole, assumptions
regarding the government’s tax revenue growth
in 2025-26 (BE) appear to be realistic.

In the case of non-tax revenues, the main
contribution has been in the form of dividends
from the Reserve Bank of India and public sector
companies, which together accounted for about
¥3.25 lakh crore in 202526 — an increase of
135,715 crore over the revised estimates. Thus,
the non-tax revenues have been raised from ¥5.3
lakh crore (RE) to ¥5.8 lakh crore in 2025-26 (BE).

Level of government expenditure

Tax and non-tax revenues, non-debt capital
receipts and fiscal deficit together determine the
size of government expenditure. As discussed, a
gross tax revenue growth at a lower level of 10.8%
appears to be realistic. Given the commitment to
fiscal consolidation, the size of government
expenditure as a percentage of GDP had to be
reduced from 14.6% in 2024-25 (RE) to 14.2% in
202526 (BE). Growth in total expenditure, at 7.6%
in 2025-26 (BE), is lower than the budgeted
nominal GDP growth at 10.1%.

In fact, this was so even in 2024-25 (RE), when
the government’s total expenditure growth was
6.1% as against the nominal GDP growth of 9.7%
as per the first advanced estimates. However,
there has been a steady improvement in the
quality of government expenditure as the share of
capital expenditure in total expenditure has been
improving. In fact, this share has improved by
10% points over the period from 2020-21 to
2025-26 (BE). Given the contemporary context,
the Government of India has to build up

large-scale Artificial Intelligence (AI)
infrastructure in order to facilitate the adoption
of emerging technologies. In this context, China
has taken a clear lead. The United States has
recently announced an investment of $500 billion
for Al infrastructure. In the field of Al, India’s
technology companies have failed to anticipate
developments. India should have done what
China did. Perhaps, India should push these
companies for research and development, by
offering some tax concessions, if necessary.

A less transparent fiscal health indicator
One wrong measure introduced in the Budget is
to move away from fiscal deficit as an indicator of
fiscal prudence. Contrary to what is stated in the
Budget document, we are moving from a
transparent to a less transparent indicator. As per
the glide path given in the Medium-Term Fiscal
Policy Cum Fiscal Policy Strategy Statement of
the 2024-25 Budget, the fiscal deficit was to be
brought down to below 4.5% by 2025-26.

However, in the 2025-26 Budget, the practice
of giving a glide path in terms of fiscal deficit is
being discontinued. It has been stated that from
now on, the focus will be on reducing the
debt-GDP ratio annually. In the annexure
statement titled ‘Statements of Fiscal Policy as
required under the Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management (FRBM) Act, 2003,
alternative paths of the debt-GDP ratio with
nominal GDP growth assumptions of 10.0%,
10.5% and 11.0% are given.

The glide paths are indicated in terms of
alternative growth assumptions and alternative
assumptions regarding mild, moderate, and high
degrees of fiscal consolidation. This makes the
whole exercise vague and non-transparent. It is
better for fiscal discipline to indicate specific
fiscal deficit target for different years and the
corresponding debt-GDP ratios for those years. It
should clearly be shown by what year the FRBM
Act targets are to be achieved. A larger claim on
the available investible resources by the
government will make it difficult for private
investment to pick up.

The views expressed are personal

A Budget that is mostly good but with one wrong move
TS doic Sl SIEIAY Tl § dAfFd TF Tdd A & a1

The Union Budget has got many things right.
HEIT golc o FF e Y @ aDF F fmAr g

e lts projection of nominal GDP growth for 2025-26, at 10.1%, is reasonable and

acceptable.

SHHT 2025-26 F faw aA S gEfr 10.1% &1 1A 3R R Fhwrd
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The Economic Survey 2024-25 had indicated a real GDP growth in the range of
6.3%-6.8% for 2025-26.

M |daTor 2024-25 7 2025-26 F fAT arEafaF A gEfr 6.3%-6.8% F =X A
&= & Tehd fem |

The increase in capital expenditure of the government in 2025-26 over the revised
estimates of 2024-25 is estimated at ¥1.03 lakh crore.

IHR 1 2025-26 A YSARTT SqT 2024-25 F FAMfAa gt & gerar # 1.03 a0
U3 HUF g 1 A §

However, capital expenditures in 2025-26, at ¥11.2 lakh crore, are nearly the same
as was indicated in the Budget of 2024-25 at ¥11.1 lakh crore.

glefifeh, 2025-26 H YT &4 11.2 9@ FU3 8, ST 2024-25 F ol # 0 I
1.1 9@ FA5 F I« & T

Overarching Aim of the Budget
q9IC FT THE 36aeT

The aim was to accelerate growth and push India towards a developed country
status.

3650 TEf & A FT IR ARG F F AFfa o ;7 AR F S o)

The required rate of real growth to achieve this is estimated differently, including a
rate of 8% in the Economic Survey for 2024-25.

S Ut e & T HTaRaF aedfas goftr X Affieer & @ sepnfaa #r 7€ 3,
S 2024-25 F nfd+ wdfaror A 8% Fr e afAe B

Concessions given to the middle class in terms of income tax are welcome as
relief, but their impact on demand depends on the marginal propensity to consume.

ALH T F HIAFT A 71§ RIAT Wed F ™ & w@erg AT ¢, A s Am@r
W G WA 3T ggfar W AR R B

Gross Tax Revenues
Hhol Il ToTEd

Growth in the Government of India’s Gross Tax Revenues (GTR) has trended
downwards in recent years.

AR THR & FHad T TIE (GTR) #T &0 g1 & It 7 ¢ @Y 7l
Buoyancy of GTR has fallen for three successive years:
GTR & PuRar die semar asf & =2 &
o 1.4in 2023-24
2023-24 ® 1.4
o 1.15in 2024-25 (RE)
2024-25 (RE) & 1.15
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o 1.07in 2025-26 (BE)
2025-26 (BE) & 1.07
Growth in GTR has kept falling:
GTR # ggf&r samar R @ &
o 13.5%in 2023-24
2023-24 & 13.5%
o 11.2% in 2024-25 (RE)
2024-25 (RE) & 11.2%
o 10.8% in 2025-26 (BE)
2025-26 (BE) & 10.8%
Growth rate of GST has also fallen from 12.7% in 2023-24 to 10.9% in 2025-26 (BE).
GST # ggftr a¥ #ff 2023-24 7 12.7% & "ewT 2025-26 (BE) H 10.9% & 71§ gl

Shift from Indirect to Direct Taxes
YT ¥ UcFaT A T AT ded T

The share of direct taxes in GTR has increased from 52% in 2021-22 to 59% in
2025-26 (BE).

gl 0 HT GTR & f@EdT 2021-22 & 52% & FgT 2025-26 (BE) H 59% & 4T gl
Within direct taxes, personal income-tax has performed better than corporate
income-tax.

YcheT A A, I IAFT A FURET I T Joar # g w5 fam B

Government Expenditure and Fiscal Deficit

WHFN I IR TFARNT "eEr

Given the commitment to fiscal consolidation, government expenditure as a
percentage of GDP is reduced from 14.6% in 2024-25 (RE) to 14.2% in 2025-26 (BE).

TSR FAF BT GfAGeydT FI @ §U, PRI 9T S & gfaerd & &7 A
2024-25 (RE) & 14.6% & e 2025-26 (BE) & 14.2% & T &1

Growth in total expenditure, at 7.6% in 2025-26 (BE), is lower than the budgeted
nominal GDP growth at 10.1%.

ol e97 # gefr 2025-26 (BE) # 7.6% ¥, St aic # sreqifaa amams shididt gefer
10.1% & & g

Quality of government expenditure is improving, with the share of capital
expenditure increasing by 10% points from 2020-21 to 2025-26 (BE).

TEN =g A oraEr F GUR 8 @ §, 34X 2020-21 F 2025-26 (BE) dF qeitera
I FT FEAT 10% 3IHHI dF 96 4T g
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One Wrong Move: Fiscal Health Indicator Change
TF Iold HGH: TATARNT TARLY Fhdd A d6dd

o The Budget moves away from fiscal deficit as an indicator of fiscal prudence,
making it less transparent.

IOl TANT faas & ¥Fds & T A TN g § g 91 947 8, f50d I8
®A gReedf & I g

o Instead, the focus will now be on reducing the debt-GDP ratio annually, without a
clear fiscal deficit target.

$H%h ToTY, 379 T qTF T § FOT-SAST 3T FT FH FI W T, TS
TSN HIeT J8F & f[{=r1)

e This move makes the exercise vague and non-transparent, affecting fiscal discipline
and private investment.

Ig e AT Y IFase AR Iraneedt aem dar B oew vere semee 3k
st frder wenfad & @

[&s Paper Iii: Economy

A tough call

The rupees slide confounds monetary
policymakers’ task

he Reserve Bank of India’s Monetary Pol-
T icy Committee (MPC) will conclude its

first policy review of 2025 on Friday, in
significantly different circumstances from its De-
cember meet. For one, the key personnel have
changed. The RBI has a new Governor, with
former Revenue Secretary Sanjay Malhotra re-
placing Shaktikanta Das soon after the last re-
view. Deputy Governor Michael Patra, an MPC
member who was in charge of monetary policy,
also retired last month. With the Centre yet to
name his successor, navigating this review is go-
ing to be a tad tricky for the new central bank
boss, with another deputy holding additional
charge of monetary policy. Second, the rupee is
in a free fall of sorts. After hitting 85 to the U.S.
dollar on December 19, 2024, it slipped to 86 on
January 13, 2025 and crossed 87 on February 3,
partly due to the third factor at work. The streng-
thening dollar is driven by U.S. President Donald
Trump's overdrive to ‘Make America Great Again’
with higher tariffs on major trade partners, and
other disruptive economic plans such as exiting
global tax accords, shutting aid flows, et al.

One thing has not changed - the clamour for
an interest rate cut from industry and govern-
ment honchos. In December, this noise was
heightened after a sharp growth blip in the July-
September quarter when GDP grew just 5.4%.
Now, with 2024-25 GDP growth downgraded to
just 6.4%, and the no marked uptick in economic
metrics in the December-ending quarter, growth
worries remain entrenched. In the interim, there
has been some back and forth between North
Block and Mint Street on the factors responsible
for stumbling economic activity. The Finance Mi-
nistry sought to lay some of the blame for an ur-
ban demand slump on tight monetary policy. RBI
officials, in the central bank’s January bulletin,
said the “one way” to spark a growth rebound
and a virtuous cycle of fresh private investments,
is to boost consumption through higher disposa-
ble incomes, especially for the urban middle
class that has been pining for relief from food in-
flation. With the Budget delivering on this front
with income tax cuts, the ball is back in the RBI's
court. Inflation has been over 5% in the last five
months, but may have eased closer to the RBI's
4% target in January. But a rate cut could also hurt
the rupee further, and spur higher imported in-
flation. It is an unenviable situation for the new
RBI chief to be in; he might be tempted to take a
cue from Mr. Das who had surprised markets
with a rate cut in the first review under his watch
in 2019, reversing his predecessor’s stance.

A Tough Call
AT Saar

The rupee’s slide confounds monetary policymakers’ task

T #t Pee #AlitE Afy [Aafant & P gked s @ ¢

e The Reserve Bank of India’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) will
conclude its first policy review of 2025 on Friday, in significantly different
circumstances from its December meet.

s Red dF (RBI) i #ifgw sifa afdafa (MPC) 2025 $ir ggelt Aifar @tam
AHAR FT FATCT HEM, T GHIT F¥ Yo & Frhr 1o IRTufFt 7 & W&
gl

e For one, the key personnel have changed.
ggell a1, W AAFH aew 7T §

oThe RBI has a new Governor, with former Revenue Secretary Sanjay
Malhotra replacing Shaktikanta Das soon after the last review.

RBI Y 74T faeR e 3, qd Toreq wfRT ¥ora Aeghr A Ao wofen &
91g ATFdHId g T T oY)

oDeputy Governor Michael Patra, an MPC member who was in charge of
monetary policy, also retired last month.

3Y-IGeR ASH 9T, S A Afa & gl 3k MPC & dexT ¥, Roa
A& Yarfage @ el
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o With the Centre yet to name his successor, navigating this review is going
to be a tad tricky for the new central bank boss, with another deputy
holding additional charge of monetary policy.

Fg THR X IT dF od SRR A ayor 78 A ¢ & a0 791 &
foT a5 wdlaT 3T g aFd § FF F 3w B 9w faRea w0 @
Aigw Hifa fr PFAer Tana @ &

. Second, therupeeis in afree fall of sorts.

gE, $9F Y FAd Al F AR @ B

o After hitting 85 to the U.S. dollar on December 19, 2024, it slipped to 86 on
January 13, 2025, and crossed 87 on February 3.

19 feHaR 2024 Ft T9F A 85 Wi STel HT FAX T3, 13 A 2025 FT 86 W
frr 3R 3 weadt 87 F 9r e T

o Partly due to the third factor at work —the strengthening dollar driven by
U.S. President Donald Trump’s overdrive to ‘Make America Great Again’
with higher tariffs on major trade partners and other disruptive economic
plans.

FHFT TF Y@ FROT ARG st A A oft 3, st 3R & wseufa
BeTes €T #T ‘Make America Great Again’ #iifa & e YHE SRS
m@aﬁwmﬁw%aﬁrmaﬂmﬁﬁﬁ#mgml

One thing has not changed — the clamour for an interest rate
cut from industry and government honchos.

U dfier AE Tgel — 36T I WFR F 3=9 FRFRAT A =@
gt 7 ekt fr Afer|

o In December, this noise was heightened after a sharp growth blip in the
July-September quarter when GDP grew just 5.4%.

REa & 7 #Alr 93 75, 59 Jas-Raew oAt #§ GDP ggfr A 5.4% wWh
o Now, with 2024-25 GDP growth downgraded to just 6.4%, and no marked

uptick in economic metrics in the December-ending quarter, growth
worries remain entrenched.

3T 2024-25 Y GDP FEf F ¥e@T 6.4% X e o 8, A Ruaw fawmdh
# #§ v qur ¢t R, Sed Rew daeh Rad a@ i g §)

In the interim, there has been some back and forth between
North Block and Mint Street on the factors responsible for
stumbling economic activity.
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9 o, fds A & AT [FrAgr sR&T W a9 #4eT (North
Block) 3R RBI (Mint Street) & dir 9g&@ Y W

o The Finance Ministry sought to lay some of the blame for an urban demand
slump on tight monetary policy.

e #areT & agdY AT F fREe F v ¥eq #Alfgs Afa & GFer

STl

o RBI officials, in the central bank’s January bulletin, said the “one way” to
spark a growth rebound and a virtuous cycle of fresh private investments
is to boost consumption through higher disposable incomes, especially for
the urban middle class.

RBI Rt & Sl qaftesr & w1 @ 3ma & gefr stk 3w serw
fls FUR 1 Fgrar AT S Fhar §, @HAR W el 7LIH7 7 & v

o With the Budget delivering on this front with income tax cuts, the ball is
back in the RBI’s court.

¢ # MIHT A Feld! & d1¢ 39 I8 FFAT BT F RBI & FW 3T a1 B

Inflation has been over 5% in the last five months but may have
eased closer to the RBI’s 4% target in January.

AgITE Ao 5 AR & 5% & 3OF @, dAfheT S=Tadt 7 I8 RBI
F 4% J&T & FOT 3T FHaT gl

But a rate cut could also hurt the rupee further and spur higher
imported inflation.

AfFT T &7 #H Feldr 39 1 3R FAGR F g ¢ 3R
AT HAGIG FT qgT FFhell gl

It is an unenviable situation for the new RBI chief to be in.

Ig AT RBI IER & AT ve Fida Uy 1

o He might be tempted to take a cue from Mr. Das, who had surprised
markets with arate cut in the first review under his watch in 2019, reversing
his predecessor’s stance.

& ¥Far § F 3 aFaFia g @ Won o, SeRld 2019 # 3rqel ggel gHew
A sgTer T # Feldl w7 a9R F1 "@ier R@r an|
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The rise and rise of UPI digital payments

|GS Paper lil: Digitization |

There has been a 10-fold increase in digital payments from 2018

| DATA POINT |

The Hindu Data Team

igital payments increased
l) more than 3.5 times in va-
lue between 2013 and
2024 - from %772 lakh crore to
¥2,758 lakh crore. They grew in
volume from 222 crore to more
than 20,787 crore in the same pe-
riod. In the last five years alone,
digital payments in India in-
creased by 1.6 times in value and
6.7 times in volume, as per the
RBI's Payment System Report.
The payments landscape in In-
dia is mainly driven by the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI), which
consolidates multiple bank ac-
counts into one mobile interface.
Chart 1 shows the comparison
of UPI and other payment meth-
ods in digital transactions over the
years. UPI’s contribution to the
digital payments ecosystem in
terms of volume rose from 34% in
2019 to 83% in 2024. While the vol-
ume of transactions through UPI
increased by 46 times between
2018 and 2024, from 375 crore in

Payments
revolution

Data for the charts was taken from
the RBI’s Payment System Report,
December 2024

Digital payments increased more than 3.5 times
in value between 2013 and 2024

UPI contribution to the digital payments
ecosystem in terms of volume rose from 34% in
2019 to 83% in 2024

Chart 1: Comparison of UPI and other
payment systems in digital transaction
volume over the years (in crore)
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Chart 3: The chart shows the yearly total
volume of UPI transactions (P2P vs P2M)
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P2M transactions grew at a faster rate than P2P in terms of volume.
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to 17,221 crore, other methods of
digital payments doubled to 3,566 Chart 2: UPI transaction volumes and values since 2019 Chart 4: Yearly total value of Chart 5: Share of transaction Chart 6: Share of the value
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stituted just 30% in terms of value.

The Rise and Rise of UPI Digital Payments

dIrg fBfSied sferdreT &1 Jgdr yaa

Digital payments increased more than 3.5 times in value between 2013
and 2024 — from ¥772 lakh crore to ¥2,758 lakh crore.
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f3fSeer spTae 1 Hed 2013 @ 2024 & i 3.5 3T & I’fAF T@T —
T772 1@ S § 2,758 G HUS dF|

e They grew in volume from 222 crore to more than 20,787 crore in the same period.
=T 3af 7 Ad-geT Y TEIT 222 FAT T dea 20,787 FA3 & 310+ g 13|

e Inthe last five years, digital payments in India increased by 1.6 times in value and 6.7
times in volume, as per the RBI’s Payment System Report.

oer g aut A, 3R # Bioed o= &1 H{eT 1.6 I+ 3R FEAT 6.7 I[AT 91, RBI
#r Se v RAE S 3egar|

e The payments landscape in India is mainly driven by Unified Payments Interface (UPI),
which consolidates multiple bank accounts into one mobile interface.

AN F STl JOTell ATT &9 ¥ JfAwrss Ay $e3®d (UPI) SarT HTfold gl &,
ST %% d% WAl F vH AEST BT A FATFT FT L

e Chart 1 shows the comparison of UPI and other payment methods in digital transactions
over the years.

a1€ 18t 7 UPI 3R 3 spararer Faflrt ot Jorar g &1

e UPI’s contribution to the digital payments ecosystem in terms of volume rose from
34% in 2019 to 83% in 2024.

UPI T Inreret ffSieer sperare aiRfeufashr o # afeqer & feare 42019 & 34% &
TEHT 2024 H 83% BT I
e The volume of transactions through UPI increased 46 times between 2018 and 2024,

from 375 crore to 17,221 crore, while other methods of digital payments doubled to
3,566 crore.

UPI dieT-eT T §&AT 2018 | 2024 & ST 46 AT §éT, 375 FUT U 17,221 F3 T,
Safeh 3 f3fSieer agerareT faftrar 3,566 FU5 ooh Qe & S|
e Overall, there was a 10-fold increase in digital payments to 20,787 crore from 2018.
%ol TR, BfSiee s & 10 71 gafdr g3, ST 2018 # 20,787 Fg dF UET TS|
e Chart 2 shows UPI transaction volumes and values since 2019.
a1E 22019 @ UPI A=T-3a1 T F&dm 3R Hqed & gafar ¢l

e The volume surged from 1,078.75 crore in 2019 to 17,220.80 crore in 2024, while the
values increased from ¥18.37 lakh crore to ¥246.83 lakh crore in the same period.

AA-gT T FEAT 2019 H 1,078.75 FAT T dghY 2024 H 17,220.80 FAUS &1 I8, Sdih

AT ¥18.37 1@ FUS § ¥246.83 AW FS dsh 96 1T

e Charts 3 and 4 show the volume and value of UPI transactions in Person-to-Person
(P2P) and Person-to-Merchant (P2M) transactions.

¢ 3 3R 4 RS A3 A wEA AR Hqew F AfFa-A-wFa (P2p) v =afFa-d-
SR (P2M) olsT-¢oT #H geffd g
e P2M transactions grew at a faster rate than P2P in terms of volume.

P2M Ae-&T &1 JE[T &Y P2P &Y JaaT # A G (HSAT F 3[aR)|
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e Charts 5 and 6 show the share of various digital payment methods in volume and
value of transactions in 2024.

e 53R 672024 # Raffeer Rivea sprame Rt fr Rederd w1 @ear ik g3
& 3R fe@rar Ir g

e Though UPI accounted for over 80% of all digital transactions by volume, it constituted
just 30% in terms of value.

8T €1 UPI T INTETA 80% ¥ 31f8 &1 (F&AT & HAR), olfchel I8 Hed & AR
Fae 30% TET|
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hat is the SC directive on sacred groves?

What are the implications of the December 18 order? What did T:N. Godavarman v. Union of India establish about the definition
of ‘forest land’? How are sacred groves traditionally conserved by communities?

[GS Paper Iil: Environment |

EXPLAINER

The story so far:

n December 18, 2024, the

Supreme Court directed the

Forest Department of

Rajasthan to map on the
ground and via satellite every ‘sacred
grove’ in detail. They were to be identified
irrespective of their size and based “solely
on their purpose and their cultural and
ecological significance to the local
community”. After mapping, the court
directed the department to classify them
as ‘forests’ and notify them as
‘community reserves’ under the Wildlife
Protection Act (WLPA) 1972, Effectively,
the decision would transfer the sacred
groves from community protection to
forest officialdom for the purposes of
conservation. The move defies the Forest
Rights Act (FRA) 2006, which by virtue of
being enacted later overrides the WLPA,
and which the government had intended
to do the reverse: i.e. recognise traditional
and customary rights over all forest lands
and transfer them back from the Forest
Department to gram sabhas.

The sacred groves of Rajasthan, also
known as ‘orans’, ‘malvan’, ‘deo ghat',
and ‘baugh’, number around 25,000 and
cover about six lakh hectares of the State.

What was the case about?

In T.N. Godavarman v. Union of India, the
Supreme Court ordered that “forest land’
in Section 2 of the Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980, “will not only include “forest’ as
understood in the dictionary sense, but
also any area recorded as forest in the
government record irrespective of the
ownership of the land”. The court then
directed State governments to constitute
expert committees to identify areas that
met this understanding of ‘forest land’.

In 2004, the expert committee report
of the Rajasthan government identified
only those sacred groves that fulfilled the
criteria of ‘deemed forests’ — that is, trees
covering 5 hectares of land with at least
200 trees per hectare were classified as
“forests’, while the remainder was not.

The Supreme Court’s Central
Empowered Committee (CEC) disagreed
with this choice because it was
inconsistent with the court’s definition of
“forest land’. The CEC also said all such
areas diverted for non-forestry purposes
before 1980 could be exempted. The apex
court agreed with the CEC and directed
Rajasthan to implement the
recommendations post-haste in 2018.

In early 2024, the Rajasthan
government — responding to
interlocutory applications seeking
directions to implement this order — said
that sacred groves were being identified
and documented as ‘forest lands’.
Ironically, the Rajasthan Forest Policy
2023 omitted the detailed framework for
the protection of sacred groves specified
in its 2010 policy.

The present order came in response to
a challenge to these positions at the
Supreme Court.

What do sacred groves mean to
communities?
Sacred groves are community-regulated
and conserved patches of forest land.
They are created and managed
traditionally by communities in various
ways deeply rooted in their identity. The
groves are kept inviolate through
customary laws and taboos, many of
which completely prohibit the extraction
of any resources in any form, except for
s medicinal plants.

e’s conservation ethos is strongly
linked to piety and sanctity, enforced in

Sacred heritage: Sacred groves are community-regulated and conserved patches of forest land. THULAS! KAKKAT

terms of the community’s relationship
with its spirits and gods.

India is estimated to have 110 lakh
sacred groves of this nature — the highest
in the world. They are called ‘devara
kadu’ in Karnataka, ‘devban’ in Himachal
Pradesh, ‘kavi’ and ‘sarpa kav’ in
Kerala, ‘sarna’ in the Chota Nagpur
Plateau region, ‘devbani’ in Chhattisgarh,
‘jahera’ or ‘thakuramma’ in Odisha,
‘devgudi’ by the Muria, the Madia, and the
Gond adivasis of Maharashtra and
Chhattisgarh, *ki law lyngdoh’, ki law
kyntang’ or ‘ki law niam’ in Meghalaya,
‘sabarkantha’, ‘dahod’ or ‘banaskantha’ in
Gujarat, and so forth.

They are often associated with
temples, monasteries, shrines, pilgrim
sites, and/or burial grounds. These sites
are thus also repositories of various
herbal medicines and gathering points for
local healers, as much as they are
biodiversity hotspots. They are also,
frequently, sources of perennial streams
that support the growth of unique and
endemic flora and fauna.

Local legends, myths, and beliefs
surround sacred groves, and communities
have transmitted them orally through
several generations as a matter of
conserving their cultural identities.
Communities’ relationships with their
groves have also helped mitigate the
effects of floods, landslides, and droughts
on their lives while stabilising the soil and
preventing erosion. Anthropologists have
also documented the impact of sacred
groves on their respective communities’
mental and physical well-being.

What are community reserves?

The WLPA 2002 introduced the category
of Protected Areas called ‘community
reserves’, in addition to ‘national parks’
and ‘sanctuaries’.

Community reserves are notified over
community or private land where locals
have volunteered to conserve habitats to
protect “fauna, flora, and traditional or

The community, or even the
individual, is thus required to prevent any
offences specified in the WLPA, assist the
authorities in arresting any offenders,
report the “death of any wild animal,” and
prevent or extinguish any fires. The
offences include damaging the boundary
marks, teasing or molesting wild animals,
littering in the community reserve, setting
fires or allowing a fire to burn, and using
any chemical substances that endanger
wildlife.

Further, a land-use pattern within a
community reserve cannot be changed
without the approval of the reserve
management committee and the State
government. The Chief Wildlife Warden,
under whose jurisdiction community
reserves fall, effectively has overall
control of the reserve and its
management plan.

The Supreme Court’s directions also
obligate the State government to
constitute a ‘Community Reserve
Management Committee’ to conserve,
maintain, and manage the reserve and to
protect wildlife and habitats. This
committee is to have at least five
members nominated by the gram
panchayat (or members of the gram
sabha if there is no gram panchayat) and a
representative of the Forest or Wildlife
Department in whose jurisdiction the
community reserve is located. If the
reserve is on private land, the committee
will consist of the land owner, a
representative of the Forest or Wildlife
Department, and a representative of the
concerned Panchayat or tribal
community.

The elected chairperson of the
committee will be designated the
reserve’s ‘Honorary Wildlife Warden'.

The court also recommended that the
Union Environment Ministry identify and
map sacred groves nationwide and
formulate a policy for their governance

and management.

How will the Forest Department’s
takeover clash with the FRA’s
provisions?

If sacred groves had fallen under the

FRA’s purview, they would have been part
of ‘community forest resources’.
According to the FRA, a community forest
resource is the “customary common
forest land within the traditional or
customary boundaries of the village...
including reserved forests, protected
forests and protected areas such as
sanctuaries and national parks to which
the community had traditional access”

Thus, the gram sabhas would have
been the statutory authority to protect,
regenerate, conserve or manage
community forest resources, along with
the wildlife, flora, and biodiversity within.
The gram sabhas would also have been
responsible for preventing activities that
harm their cultural and natural heritage.

To this end, the sabha would have to
constitute its own Community Forest
Resource Management Committees to
develop and execute the managed plan
approved by the gram sabha. And State
governments would be duty-bound to
support these plans.

All sacred groves in forest areas are
currently subsets of cornmunity forest
resources, which are in turn under the
jurisdiction of gram sabhas, and not the
Forest or the Wildlife department. All
sacred groves outside forest land, if any,
also come under the FRA's purview if a
proposal to notify them as “forest land’
comes into being. In sum, notifying
sacred groves as community reserves
controlled by the Forest Department
could conflict with the customs of
communities, and with the community
forest resources notified by the FRA,
which complies with the customs by
bringing them under its governance.
C.R. Bijoy examines natural resource
conflicts and governance issues

THE GI

T

v

The Supreme Court ordered
the Rajasthan Forest
Department to map and
classify sacred groves as
“forests’ and ‘community
reserves’ under the Wildlife
Protection Act.

v

This order shifts control of
sacred groves from
community-based
management to the Forest
Department.

v

The decision conflicts with the
Forest Rights Act, which
recognises community rights
over forest resources.

v

The shift in control from
community protection to
Forest Department
management could undermine
the traditional governance of
these areas.
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SC Directive on Sacred Groves

gt FE F1 9faT uaat w fader

On December 18, 2024, the Supreme Court directed the Forest
Department of Rajasthan to map all sacred groves on the ground and
via satellite.

18 fe@aX 2024 &1 WA FIE & TSI F a1 fasmr &1 wsit gfa=
3Uqal & FTHT W 3T 3TAg F AreTH ¥ ARG F a1 @S
e

e The mapping was to be done irrespective of their size, based solely on their purpose
and cultural and ecological significance to the local community.

AARIFOT T R 374 MMHR A Wae Fe @ Far ser or 3R 58 Fad 39%
3eed 3R TRl WA & v apfas AR TR Agea & 3R W R

SITeAT AT

e After mapping, the court ordered them to be classified as ‘forests’ and notified as
‘community reserves’ under the Wildlife Protection Act (WLPA) 1972.

AARIAOT & §C, 3ETed o 3o¢ 'doT & T H Ffigpa ot 3 aesiia wIawor
FfafaTer (WLPA) 1972 % d&d 'AREIRA® 8K & §9 7 AfOHRT el HT e
feami

e This decision effectively transfers sacred groves from community protection to
forest officialdom for conservation.

I o gl &9 4 ofeT 3uaal F G WETOT § 9 femr ¥ wfUer A
TYTATART FT ¢
e The move defies the Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006, which aimed to recognize

traditional and customary rights over forest lands and transfer them to gram
sabhas.

g FeA ad FeR FAfAfAIH (FRA) 2006 & f&eTw Srar 8, fodeT 3cgea aar iR
W gRUR® IR qURrd FAASFRT F AgGr a1 3R 37 a0 g3t wY AR

AT 2AT|
e Rajasthan’s sacred groves, known as ‘orans’, ‘malvan’, ‘deo ghat’, and ‘baugh’,
number around 25,000 and cover approximately six lakh hectares of the state.

STETHT 25,000 ¥ 3R I ToT H THT B I gFAT AT H thol g gl

What was the case about?

ATHT fFE IR H 917
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e InT.N. Godavarman v. Union of India, the Supreme Court ruled that ‘forest land’
under Section 2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 would include not just land
recorded as a forest in government records but also land understood as forest in a
dictionary sense.

T.N. STERAA T AR TG A GoT FE 7 hayorm Foaram & o (Feton) sfafaem,
1980 FT URT 2 & T I fA & ool AN ReAls A gof a1 A & 7T dfoh
AeA & Y FH gASh S arelt o off enfArer gl

e The court directed State governments to form expert committees to identify such
forest lands.

31T & TS R &1 Qv afafaar afsa s& o1 @der far afe &l a=
HA Fr agareT i ST EF |

e In 2004, Rajasthan’s expert committee classified only those sacred groves as ‘deemed
forests’ that covered at least 5 hectares with a minimum of 200 trees per hectare.

2004 H, TS $r [FAwsr afafa o dad 357 9fa7 3ugatr & ‘[uiRa aor & &7
# gafiepdt foam, ST A | FH 5 gFe AT A Bl & 3R T 9fd gre w7 § FH
200943 |

e The Supreme Court’s Central Empowered Committee (CEC) disagreed, stating that
this classification did not align with the court’s broader definition of ‘forest land’.

Fuer FIE A F wewa @AY (CEC) 7 3rwgATd SIS, T§ Fed gU fr I
aTferIOT IreTerer Y SATIF ‘T A’ TR F T @1 ATl

e The Supreme Court directed Rajasthan to implement the CEC’s recommendations in
2018.

FNH FIE F TSEATT H 2018 H CEC T RABINRIT T of19] it a1 forder fem|

o In early 2024, Rajasthan reported to the court that sacred groves were being identified
and documented as forest lands.

2024 Y AT H, ToRAUTH FIHR o 37eTeld & Il & 9faT 3uasit oo qfr &
w7 # ggaen AR SEARSFA AT S T 8

e The Rajasthan Forest Policy 2023 omitted the detailed framework for sacred grove
protection that was present in the 2010 policy.

TSEdTT g &ifar 2023 2 2010 #r fx F anforer 9fdT 3vae wawor & Rega eyt
ger feam

What do sacred groves mean to communities?

TGl & fov 9feT sua«l 1 F41 Agead g7

e Sacred groves are community-regulated and conserved patches of forest land.

ufes 3uaer g cary afa ik @t aw i@ & s gl B
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They are traditionally managed through customs, taboos, and spiritual beliefs.
St WRETT ¥ T ®iedl, goiansit 3R smeafors feamat s arcgq @ gefa e
ST gl

Many groves completely prohibit resource extraction, except for medicinal plant
collection by custodians.

S 3Udel # FaTHAr & frsador W gl @XE @ UF EIT §, ool LT A 3iwefg
dtef & ST f AR A B

India has 1-10 lakh sacred groves, the highest number in the world.

AR # 1-10 o 9fd 39aa ¢, S gfevam F wa @ arfo &)

Different states have different names for sacred groves, such as ‘devara kadu’

(Karnataka), ‘devban’ (Himachal Pradesh), ‘kavu’ (Kerala), ‘sarna’ (Chota Nagpur
Plateau), and ‘devgudi’ (Maharashtra & Chhattisgarh).

e Tt & 9faT 3uael & eEr-3eET AH g, S [ FY (FAlCH), AT
(Ramarer waer), ‘F1g (), ‘W@ (BIET ARMR 9oR), 3R GaapEy’ (Fenrse 3k
SargTe)|

These groves are biodiversity hotspots, water sources, and natural disaster
buffers.

4 3uae ST ffuar & &, o A1 IR wpfaF et & q9a F gEE gid 2
Oral traditions and myths help conserve them as part of cultural identity.
Af@F WY AR YT 5 TEPas g F ¥ F WAT W@ F Agg W &
Sacred groves stabilize soil, prevent erosion, and support local ecology.

ufaT 39aT A &1 R #a §, Fera v § 3R Ty aRfufad a1 aade
A &

Community Reserves

WIHETAF HI&TOT &

The WLPA 2002 introduced the category of Protected Areas called '‘community
reserves' in addition to national parks and sanctuaries.

SeeqdivaT 2002 & FfATT art T Ao A AeTerfiE |RTOr & A ST, S U
35T 3R IAROAt & HTARerT g
Community reserves are notified over community or private land where locals have

volunteered to conserve habitats to protect fauna, flora, and traditional or cultural
conservation values and practices.

ARIETAE WIETT &7 3o AT a1 fash fd w sfRgRa e s § sef vt
T Sfa-siq, aeafar, TRURE a1 wiFpifas FIor Aol AR g FF Wik &= &
faT TeoT @ e & &

The community or an individual is required to prevent any offenses specified in the
WLPA, assist the authorities in arresting offenders, report the death of any wild
animal, and prevent or extinguish fires.
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THE A1 AfFd I seeqdivat & foe@d fordr o 3rawrer &Y Aehat, iRl
AT FY IFS F FEIAT FIA, Tl qegitg Y Heg A FAAT &, 3R AT B
et a1 goRA 1 oFAERT &7 71 &

e The offenses include damaging boundary marks, teasing or molesting wild
animals, littering, setting fires, or using chemical substances that endanger wildlife.

oyt & i Rieal Y THRA GG, ISl B ORAT AT R FIAT, FIT
STeT=T, 39T 9T AT Jogsiial & T @aiars TaEafa® gerat &1 393959 FI1
enfAer &1

e Aland-use pattern within a community reserve cannot be changed without the
approval of the reserve management committee and the State government.

ARG WRT0T & & T {ff 3w deot 1 Rerd waeer wfafa 3l v a@w
I AT & =T A€l deelr ST FehdT|

e The Chief Wildlife Warden has overall control over the reserve and its management
plan.

HET Fogaitd a5l & g Red 3R 58 gauer Ao ) FQUT @G=07 g g
e The Supreme Court directed the State government to constitute a '‘Community

Reserve Management Committee' to conserve, maintain, and manage the reserve
and protect wildlife and habitats.

A FE 7 ToT TFR A fder Gar & a5 wrgarfs wweror yaus affa i aeq
Y, ST HETOT, TERET 3R yaue 3 w3 3R aegslidl qur 3 3marar i @
HYT|

e This committee will have at least five members nominated by the gram panchayat (or
gram sabha if there is no gram panchayat) and a representative of the Forest or
Wildlife Department.

sg OfAfd § 7 T FF 9T T g1, e I garag (Ife I gard J6r g ar
IH FHT) AR a A1 qegeha f@emer & yfafaf®r carr amAifea fear areer

e Ifthereserveis on private land, the committee will consist of the landowner, a Forest
or Wildlife Department representative, and a Panchayat or tribal community
representative.

gfe Rerd fasht ofy w Rya 8 o afafa # 4fy wifas, a0 a1 aesha fsmr &
yfafafer, sk weafta varaa ar snfeardt weqerr 1 gfafafer enfaer gem

e The elected chairperson of the committee will be designated as the reserve’s
'Honorary Wildlife Warden'.

aﬁ%%gﬁmmwaﬁﬁaﬁa:r'mmammﬁﬁﬁmml

e The Supreme Court recommended that the Union Environment Ministry identify and
map sacred groves nationwide and formulate a policy for their governance and
management.

AT FIE A FET gATawor FArerd Hr Fer A i g @ g F 9fdw symat dr
JgaTel Y 3R 3o e 3 gaeue Afg IR =
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Forest Department’s Takeover vs FRA’s Provisions
g fasImer &1 ATAATOT TATH THIRT F Yrae

e If sacred groves had fallen under the FRA’s purview, they would have been part of
‘community forest resources'.

I afdd 3uaer vhEIRT & FWFR A7 A 3174, O 9 APETAF a7 FHHEr w1 A
gl

e According to FRA, a community forest resource is the customary common forest
land within a village’s traditional boundaries, including reserved forests, protected
forests, sanctuaries, and national parks, where the community had traditional
access.

THART & IHJHR, ARHGAF a7 FHIU Ueh alld ol Woamra @t & s fua
IRIRE AT a1 A ¢, foras i@ aer, i@ a1, 3rsramReT 3R T 3ea

MfAe &, STel FACTT F WRETT 9 & 959 9 Y|

e The gram sabhas would have been the statutory authority to protect, regenerate,
conserve, and manage community forest resources, including wildlife, flora, and
biodiversity.
A WY Fegaial, Foeafaal 3R stg Rfdewar afjd e oo dare=t S
T8I, qesiiiad, SfEa 3R vaftra axer i denfas sftreor gl

e The gram sabha would also have been responsible for preventing activities that harm

cultural and natural heritage and form Community Forest Resource Management
Committees for executing management plans.

T T AEpfah AR wrpfaes RAEa & Jhare qgare arel afafafaat S Aehe
3R angeRe a7 waHe yaue SfRfaat aqe f SEAer g

e State governments would be duty-bound to support these plans.
TS WIHRI AT haed g o § 3o AroiaAr3it o gAdeT i

e All sacred groves in forest areas are currently subsets of community forest

resources, which fall under the jurisdiction of gram sabhas, not the Forest or Wildlife
Department.

el oot et # Feua 9fa syas adee F AnpERs oo gwmel & Sidea 3 § S
ATH I & 3P R &7 7 gia §, 7 5 a7 a1 gegsia fqmr &|

e Notifying sacred groves as community reserves controlled by the Forest
Department could conflict with community customs and FRA-notified community
forest resources.

g 3Gl HT ARIETAS FIRT0T &1 QT Y, S ae fsmr qanr Aafd g, aw
e st 3R THIRC FRGRT FeERe a7 FwTE & @y ehd der
T Gl ¢
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Govt. warns officials
against using Al tools
due to security risks

GS Paper lll: Cyber
YSecurity

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Finance
has advised government
officials to “strictly avoid”
artificial intelligence (AI)
tools, including ChatGPT
and DeepSeek, on official
devices as they “pose risks

to the confidentiality of go-
vernment data and
documents”.

Sam Altman, the CEQ of
OpenAl, which operates
ChatGPT, is currently in In-
dia to meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

DeepSeek, developed
by China, was launched in
January.

The circular, accessed
by The Hindu, was issued
by the Department of Ex-
penditure (DoE) on Janu-
ary 29.

Risks to confidentiality
“It has been determined
that Al tools and Al Apps
(such as ChatGPT, Deep-
Seek etc.) on office compu-
ters and devices pose risks
to the confidentiality of go-
vernment data and docu-
ments. It is, therefore, ad-
vised that the use of Al
tools/Al applications on of-
fice devices be strictly
avoided. This may be
brought to the notice of all
employees. This issue has
been approved by the Fi-
nance Secretary,” said an
order by Pradeep Kumar
Singh, Joint Secretary,
DoE.

On January 30, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Union Minister
for Information Technolo-
gy, told The Hindu in an in-
terview that DeepSeek
would soon be hosted on

& deepseek

» @ ascbacs|

The DoE issued a circular on
January 29, outlining the risks
associated with Al tools. AFp

Indian servers.

“DeepSeek is an open
source model and we are
very soon going to host
DeepSeek on Indian ser-
vers, the way we have host-
ed Llama, so that the data
privacy parameters can be
addressed. That we will do
soon. Already team has
done that work. And we
will soon be hosting open
source models on Indian
servers. That will address
the concerns regarding pri-
vacy,” Mr. Vaishnaw had
said.

The DoE’s circular
comes months after anoth-
er Central government of-
fice, the Department of
Personnel and Training
(DoPT), organised a train-
ing session for officials in
the rank of Joint Secretary
and below, including Di-
rectors and Deputy Secre-
taries, on the use of
‘ChatGPT-4 Plus’.

The circular to DoPT of-
ficials was sent on October
10, 2024, and the training
was held from October 14
to 16 of the same year in se-
ven batches. It remains un-
clear whether other Minis-
tries or Central
government departments
received similar orders res-
tricting the use of Al tools.
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Govt. warns officials against using Al
tools due to security risks

TFR o FI&T SNBAT & FROT TIHT$
ol & 39ANT 9T TRl @ Aarasit
ar

The Ministry of Finance has advised
government officials to “strictly avoid”
artificial intelligence (Al) tools, including
ChatGPT and DeepSeek, on official devices.

e AT o ahRr AfwRAT #
IAFINE 39T W ChatGPT 3R
DeepSeek BRT Al Ted & TR § “HE&d! &
T« &Y Fele 4 ol

o These tools “pose risks to the confidentiality of
government data and documents.”

¥ go “TRERT 32T 3R gFars Hir My & fav

SifEw ¥ w1 E1”
e Sam Altman, CEO of OpenAl, which operates ChatGPT,
is currently in India to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

7 sitecd, 3Nu=eang & AEM, ST ChatGPT FEfad
FGAT &, TIATT H 9RT #F gurersE Jig A ¥ Aesr e
gl

o DeepSeek, developed by China, was launched in January
2024.

DeepSeek, o @ie o [AAd fFar &, SAadr 2024 &
Al g3 2|

Risks to Confidentiality
MuAgar & fae @A

e The Department of Expenditure (DoE) issued a circular
on January 29, 2024, warning against the use of Al tools on
office computers and devices.
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fas fasmr (DoE) A 29 SFeTadl 2024 T T FheR ST fowa, TSee FraTerft Fogex

3R 3TFON TN Al ToH & 3TART & o Idrasi & TS|
e The order, signed by Pradeep Kumar Singh, Joint Secretary, DoE, stated:
DoE & ®g#d df¥a ydiv FAR e carr gecmaiRel 3meer # gl I
o "Altools and Al Apps (such as ChatGPT, DeepSeek) on office computers

and devices pose risks to government data and documents'
confidentiality."

"FITerlT FgEX N 3THwl W Al geR 3R Al TS (S ChatGPT,
DeepSeek) AR 32T 3R grdr@«l 1 Muaiaar & faw @A a1 Fya &1

o "ltis, therefore, advised that the use of Al tools/Al applications on office
devices be strictly avoided."

"gHfoT, FATET 3UFON 9 Al Tew/Al TR & 39T ¥ & & T4
& Fgorg § Frdr

o "Thisissue has been approved by the Finance Secretary."

"9 Ao # fw wle qEnr s e o 3

Government Plans to Host DeepSeek on Indian Servers

ISR DeepSeek Y HRAT FAAT T BIFC FA I A1STAT FIT Q) &

e OnJanuary 30, 2024, Ashwini Vaishnaw, Union Minister for Information
Technology, stated that DeepSeek would soon be hosted on Indian servers to ensure
data privacy.

30 FAH 2024 FH GaAT FgAANA FAr 3R dvorg 7 FEr o DeepSeek Feg &
AT TG0 W gree Brar Seen anfes Ser aiveiiarar giafead & 5 & |

¢ He mentioned:
3c8leT gl
o "DeepSeek is an open-source model, and we are soon going to host it on
Indian servers, just like we have hosted Llama."

"DeepSeek TF Y-8 Alsd §, 3N g7 3@ JTeg & ARAT TRT W e
F o7 W@ & S A Llama & fFar an”

o "This will address privacy concerns."
"gg Musirgar wae Ramnit g Fam”

o "Theteam has already completed the work, and soon, multiple open-source
models will be hosted on Indian servers."

"OH 7 TE & W W FH U W o § 3R Teg & FE va-ad Atz
HRAT TR W gee fve Srea”

Past Al Training for Government Officials

TWHER AOFRAT F T g gfvegor &1 smaea
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e In October 2024, the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) organized an Al
training session for officials ranked Joint Secretary and below.

gAY 2024 A F1fHF 3R afdator fasmer (DoPT) & wgFa wig ik 3wd A &
FfFRET & fow Al wietor @ 3mafaa R

e The training was conducted from October 14 to 16, 2024, in seven batches.
yfraTor 14 @ 16 Ay 2024 F AT Wi S H I3rAfaa B

e The circular to DoPT officials was sent on October 10, 2024.

DoPT HfsRET A FFeR 10 e 2024 T HaT IR=AT 7|

e Itremains unclear whether other Ministries or Central government departments
received similar orders restricting the use of Al tools.

g 3030 O ¥ase A 7 B I FAeE @1 i WER F e @ Algew &
394NT W WY a¥E & e e & ar agh

Stryker infantry vehicle deal with the U.S.
progresses; Javelin to be re-demonstrated

|GS Paper lli: Defence|

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Against the backdrop of
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s remarks to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
that India should buy more
military equipment from
them and amid the upcom-
ing visit of Mr. Modi to
Washington DC next week,
several defence deals in
the pipeline are in focus,
among them the deal for
co-production of Stryker
infantry combat vehicles.

The performance of
Stryker in high-altitude
conditions was demon-
strated for the Indian Army
and negotiations are mak-
ing progress, according to
sources in the know.

The Stryker, manufac-
tured by General Dynam-
ics, has been evaluated in
high-altitude conditions of

Ladakh last September-Oc-
tober and the report has
subsequently been shared
with the Army Headquar-
ters for further action, ac-
cording to the sources.
The performance of the
vehicles was demonstrated
in high-altitude conditions
between 13,000 and
18,000 feet which also saw
the testing of the Javelin
Anti-Tank Guided Missile
(ATGM), two sources said.
And given some shortcom-
ings, last month a commu-
nication was sent and re-
trials are now awaited any-
time, the sources stated.
The Stryker with its dou-
ble-V hull performed opti-
mally, one of the sources
said, adding that the Jave-
lin’s performance was not
at the optimum level,
which was due to the age of
the system that being used
and repeat trials are ex-

Infantry carrier: A Stryker armoured vehicle used by the U.S. Army
during their final days in Iraq. FILE PHOTO

pected to validate that. In-
dia has already sent a com-
munication to the U.S. side
asking for repeat demon-
stration of the Javelin,
another source said, and
the schedule is being
worked out.

The Army has identified
a key requirement for
ATGMs mounted on infan-
try combat vehicles, sever-

al defence officials stated.
However, the Stryker var-
iant with the Javelin ATGM
is under development and
is expected to be demon-
strated to India in the near
future, it has been learnt.

Assembling in India

The envisaged plan, ac-
cording to sources, is the
procurement of few

hundred vehicles in two
stages. Direct import of
small number of Strykers
in the first stage and li-
cense manufacture of a
bulk of them, with some
customisations, in India
likely by defence public
sector undertaking Bharat
Earth Movers Limited.

The Stryker deal is ex-
pected to figure in the con-
versations during Mr. Mo-
di’s U.S. visit along with the
deal for license manufac-
ture of General Electric
F-414 jet engines in India
and the long delays in de-
liveries of the F-404 en-
gines for the Light Combat
Aircraft (LCA)-MkIA which
has delayed the delivery
and induction schedule.

The U.S. has in the past
demonstrated both the
Stryker as well as Javelin
ATGM to the Indian Army
during bilateral exercises.

Stryker infantry vehicle deal with the U.S. progresses;
Javelin to be re-demonstrated

IANFT & AT FTTEHT bl g AlgT worfad W, Shafasr T
gefia frar smean
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U.S. President Donald Trump told Prime Minister Narendra Modi that
India should buy more military equipment from the U.S.

IANET Teeafay Aedles ST ¥ TUAHAT s A  FgT fF 0RT F1
IARFT A 3¥F A7 Igtor e aifgv]

e Ahead of Modi’s visit to Washington DC next week, several defense deals are in
focus, including the co-production of Stryker infantry combat vehicles.

IS oA AN F aifkrea A g & ggd, w3 @l 997 & § O e
Fihel T ATEal HT WIFA 3cd1GeT ATA B

e The Stryker’s performance in high-altitude conditions was demonstrated for the
Indian Army, and negotiations are progressing.

TEEHT T Y& 3o FU1E e SoATh! & AIRAT a1 & T geftia fFar o o, 3k
TIadaT warfa W) #

Stryker’s High-Altitude Evaluation
FEEH & 399 FA15 W HedldeT

e Stryker, manufactured by General Dynamics, was evaluated in Ladakh in September-
October 2023, and the report was shared with Army Headquarters for further action.

T, o1 FeRel SR = A fohar &, Rdev-aregay 2023 & wegra &

oeToT fahar arar o, 3R RS {1 FE&ITeT & A1 qis i ag oAl

o The Stryker’s performance was tested between 13,000 and 18,000 feet, along with
Javelin Anti-Tank Guided Missile (ATGM) trials.

TEIZHT HT Y& 13,000 F 18,000 He I Fars X wdietor fhar mm, s shafas
- mssE AT (ATGM) & gdieror of enfAer 2

o Due to some shortcomings, a communication was sent last month, and re-trials are
now awaited.

Fo HAA & FROT, Wod 7 vF gaar 80 718, 3R BT & adiegor & gcher & s
gl

e The Stryker’s double-V hull performed optimally, but the Javelin missile’s
performance was not at the expected level due to the age of the system.

TR Y STA-V & TIGAT T U2 30H 2T, oifhet Safae A 1 v 3vdie
& AR e o1, et FRoT Rwed #r Qe fPufa sarr )

e India has requested the U.S. for a repeat demonstration of the Javelin missile, and
the schedule is being planned.

aRa @ I3ARF & Aafoe e & arr oo & fov sy a2, 3w
R AT ST @ B

Infantry Combat Vehicles with ATGMs
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WHITA @ o 7hd) FiFde arge

The Indian Army has identified a key requirement for ATGMs mounted on infantry
combat vehicles.

HRAT AT A §ehel FIFAC el IT T CESHTH I Ueh HgeaquT aedehdl Tgarei
gl

The Stryker variant with the Javelin ATGM is still under development and is expected
to be demonstrated to India soon.

stafoe TdEita @ o FeEet atve 3if off Rew F o1 & 3R Soe & aRA
Fr yefRia fFar sreem|

Assembling in India

HRT A ATl

The plan is to procure a few hundred Stryker vehicles in two stages:
AT F HTAR, $& A TR e a1 ol # TS Smear:
o First stage: Direct import of a small number of Strykers.
gl RO N FEAT FH T 3mATT fRAr Sreem|

o Second stage: License manufacturing of a bulk of Strykers with
customizations in India, likely by Bharat Earth Movers Limited (BEML).

GEU TOT: HIAFIA FERF A6 FT AT AATT FFEAFNT & T AR
# foram Srven, Hetad: sRa e AW fafdes (BEML) ganl

Defense Deals to be Discussed During Modi’s U.S. Visit

A Y 3ANFT I F ST & Flat W ==t el

The Stryker deal is expected to be discussed during Modi’s visit to the U.S., along
with:
FERH WG W T Fr 371G ¢ AE A 3ARFT a1 & R, ary &
o License manufacture of General Electric F-414 jet engines in India.
S FoAfFed F-414 ST Tl o agaT AT )T =T gief|
o Delays in the delivery of F-404 engines for LCA-Mk1A, which has affected its
induction schedule.

LCA-Mk1A & fAT F-404 gt 1 Beliadt & &8, o sos Ay FFa &
Rreiw gam &1
The U.S. has previously demonstrated both the Stryker and Javelin ATGM to the
Indian Army during bilateral exercises.
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3ARF A vger off Fema 3k Stafee wdision &1 s da & o gRwsha
regrat A wefRia fhar B
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A A O
GS Paper ll: lllegal emigration
GS Paper IV: lllegal emigration
Not worth the risk

India must address illegal emigration
with empathy and urgency

he deportation of dozens of Indians, be-
T lieved to be illegal immigrants in the Unit-
ed States, is neither surprising nor unpre-
cedented. Over the past few years, the U.S.
government has intensified its Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) operations to identi-
fy, detain, and deport individuals without proper
documentation. For instance, between June and
October 2024, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity reported that 1,60,000 individuals had
been deported on 495 international repatriation
flights to more than 145 countries, including In-
dia. However, the manner and timing should be
cause for concern for New Delhi. To begin with,
these deportations coincide with a major crack-
down by ICE, spurred by Donald Trump's swear-
ing-in as the U.S. President in January. He has
made illegal immigration his “number one prior-
ity”. India, which has one of the largest popula-
tions of illegal immigrants in the U.S., estimated
at 7,25,000 undocumented individuals, will need
to prepare for a significant increase in the num-
ber of returning migrants. Second, for the first
time, the use of military flights signals that the
U.S. does not intend to be challenged. This move
drew protests from Colombian President Gustavo
Petro, particularly after reports emerged of de-
ported migrants being shackled. The U.S. Embas-
sy in Delhi has also made it clear that this depor-
tation is part of a broader initiative to tighten
immigration laws and enforcement, reinforcing
the message that illegal migration is not worth
the risk. Further, the timing, just ahead of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s U.S. visit, suggests that
diplomatic efforts alone may not be enough to
deter the Trump administration from pursuing
such measures. This has the potential to become
a bilateral flashpoint in India-U.S. relations.
Accepting its citizens, provided they are veri-
fiably Indian and have entered other countries il-
legally, is undoubtedly the Indian government's
responsibility. However, stricter controls must be
enforced to prevent Indians from embarking on
perilous journeys to cross into the U.S. via Mexico
and Canada. The government must ensure that
young people in States with high deportation
rates (Gujarat, Punjab, and Haryana), understand
that working illegally abroad is not a guaranteed
path to success. Educational campaigns should
highlight the dangers associated with illegal im-
migration. Importantly, the root causes must not
be ignored. The central and State governments
must address the underlying economic distress,
deepening agricultural crises, social tensions,
and employment shortages that push people to
take such risks. Attention must be paid to those
who deliberately travel to conflict zones in search
of opportunities. While altering U.S. immigration
policies may be difficult, the Indian government
must address the reasons behind this large-scale
migration with empathy and urgency.

Address
Email Id :

Not worth the risk
@A & d=FF Tal

India must address illegal emigration with empathy and
urgency

AR F I g F Ferpifar AR @Raar & g w&fta
FT TRT

e The deportation of dozens of Indians, believed to be illegal immigrants in the
United States, is neither surprising nor unprecedented.

TIFT T AR 7 3y garell A S aTe Gotel AR & aeer o
e § AR T & 3nREgE|
o Over the past few years, the U.S. government has intensified its Immigration

and Customs Enforcement (ICE) operations to identify, detain, and deport
individuals without proper documentation.

Tod $o avl &, IARA WHER A 30 ITaerar AR AT e gada (ICE)
A FF aT W &Ar § arfer [9ar 3T eradst & afeaar T ygan,
R sk faaa rar s g

e Between June and October 2024, the Department of Homeland Security
reported that 1,60,000 individuals had been deported on 495 international
repatriation flights to more than 145 countries, including India.

ST @ IFCaT 2024 & &, IE GRAT TS garam & 1,60,000 safFaat #r 495
HATSET JAGa 38E1 & AT ¥ 145 @ H0F goif, et s of anf@er &,
# el fohar amm
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e The manner and timing of these deportations should be a cause for concern for New
Delhi.

3o fAaTaar o adieT 3R gag a5 Redt & forv Rar &1 f[Qwy g aigu)

e These deportations coincide with a major crackdown by ICE, spurred by Donald
Trump’s swearing-in as the U.S. President in January 2024.

I fAaTHT ICE gaRT 93 4AR W FNA$ & 1Y A @A g, Sl o Foaad 2024 H
Aeles €9 F FARM Tsgufd & &7 & AIY T & TG T G

e Trump has made illegal immigration his "number one priority".
TY o Y YA Dl 3T "I TRHE WAfRwar o & g

e India has one of the largest populations of illegal immigrants in the U.S., estimated
at 7,25,000 undocumented individuals.

AR H ARG rder yarfdt o ga@ 9 HEE A § vh g, TSGR IFAE 7,25,000
faeT grans ae safEFaat # gl

e The use of military flights for the first time signals that the U.S. does not intend to
be challenged.

Tgell IR A+ 33 AT 3UAT T§ Hohc Sl & T AR ol FaR = & 713
# a8 2

e This move drew protests from Colombian President Gustavo Petro, particularly after
reports of deported migrants being shackled emerged.

SH SeH o Prefadr F Tegufa FamEr 9 & Ay @1 SeA G, grae 9 fAEifia
YAl 1 gYRE dT FH A G IS |

e The U.S. Embassy in Delhi has stated that this deportation is part of a broader
initiative to tighten immigration laws and enforcement.

oot F 3RS qarama A wer § & a8 o, smaee FeE 3R yade Y FEr
FA T TFH A9 Ygd T RETT &l

e The timing, just ahead of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s U.S. visit, suggests that
diplomatic efforts alone may not be enough to deter the Trump administration.

AT, TN Aig A Y AR I S ggd, Ig Tohd T § &
FeAfad TITH €T TATHA 1 Vbt & fAT gieq 78t & aa|

e This issue has the potential to become a bilateral flashpoint in India-U.S. relations.
Ig el HRA-3ARET waul 7 giveiir ewva F1 FROT 97 T T B

e Accepting its citizens, provided they are verifiably Indian, is India’s responsibility.
3 ARG Y FHER FIET1, TG T A9 ART AR &, ARG H FAg £

o However, stricter controls must be enforced to prevent Indians from embarking on
perilous journeys to cross into the U.S. via Mexico and Canada.

grotifh, sTRIT &t AfFgar 3R FaeT & ATegm T IANFT F 33y T WIS T
Vel & T Fed 0T o) v s @nfged
e The government must ensure that young people in States with high deportation

rates (Gujarat, Punjab, and Haryana) understand that working illegally abroad is not
a guaranteed path to success.
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WFR F Ig FARTT HT a1fee 7 3o Pawa & arer Tt (IR, o 3
gRamom & gar 77 wwst i R 7 rdw w7 @ FH 1 G6Aar AR 76 L

o Educational campaigns should highlight the dangers associated with illegal
immigration.

A& AT Y AT YarHT F FF Gl I 3SR HIEAT ARV
e Theroot causes of illegal immigration must not be ignored.
3 YT F HA FRON A IACH FE AT e AT
e The central and state governments must address economic distress, deepening

agricultural crises, social tensions, and employment shortages that push people to
take such risks.

¥z IR Uo7 NI F fF Fwe, TS FR FHe, ARG qaE AR JeER
FHY SIY Heal H gl BT AT, ST olall ' W SITEH 3306 & [T AT i Bl

e Attention must be paid to those who deliberately travel to conflict zones in search of
opportunities.

3oT ollell 9T €T ST AMGT Sl SATeTagrend Hedaea et & Ja@<t T qarer & qrar
ad gl
o While altering U.S. immigration policies may be difficult, the Indian government

must address the reasons behind this large-scale migration with empathy and
urgency.

gTelToh TATERT gt AT I TEoIAT HISeT & ThdT &, olfche] SIRATT AIHR P 34
T3 e W yaee & S & FRoi F werpefa dk @Raar s g g6t wen
afewl
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Trump to sign order barring
transgender women athletes
from competlng in sports

Essay

Reuters

U.S. President Donald
Trump will sign an execu-
tive order on Wednesday
designed to prevent people
who were biologically as-
signed male at birth from
participating in women’s
or girls’ sporting events.

The order, which Mr.
Trump is expected to sign
at an afternoon ceremony,
marks another aggressive
shift by the President’s se-
cond administration in the
way the federal govern-
ment deals with transgen-
der people and their
rights.

The President put out a
sweeping order on his first
day in office last month
that called for the federal
government to define sex
as only male or female and
for that to be reflected on
official documents such as
passports and in policies
such as federal prison as-
signments.

Mr. Trump found during
the campaign that his
pledge to “keep men out of
women’s sports” resonat-
ed beyond the usual party
lines. More than half the
voters surveyed by AP Vo-
teCast said support for
transgender rights in go-

Minority report: People gather to defend transgender people's
rights in New York City on Monday. AFP

vernment and society has
gone too far. He leaned in-
to the rhetoric before the
election, pledging to get
rid of the “transgender in-
sanity,” though his cam-
paign offered little in the
way of details.

Wednesday’s order -
which coincides with Na-
tional Girls and Women in
Sports Day — will involve
how his administration will
interpret Title IX, the law
best known for its role in
pursuing gender equity in
athletics and preventing
sexual harassment on
campuses.

Every administration
has the authority to issue
its own interpretations of
the landmark legislation.

The last two presidential
administrations — includ-
ing Mr. Trump’s first — off-
er a glimpse at the push-
pull involved.

The Biden administra-
tion rolled back in last
April a policy set by the
previous Trump adminis-
tration, with one of its own
that stipulated the rights of
LGBTQ+ students would be
protected by federal law
and provided new safe-
guards for victims of cam-
pus sexual assault. The pol-
icy stopped short of
explicitly addressing trans-
gender athletes. Still, more
than a half-dozen Republi-
can-led states immediately
challenged the new rule in
court.

Trump to sign order barring
transgender women
athletes from competing in
sports

S Wal #H A1 9 F NFat
grel TG I EEATRR et

U.S. President Donald Trump's
Executive Order on Transgender
Participation in Sports

IANF ISy ATes e FT TS
AN A Gl A ARG W SRR
3meer

. U.S. President Donald Trump will
sign an executive order on Wednesday,
designed to prevent people who were
biologically assigned male at birth from
participating in women’s or girls’ sporting
events.

AR Tl Sares €9 AR w1 vh
FRAFA ATGA T FEAEGN HET, ST e H
& THY Sifdeh ¥ & TV & &9 & qgdle
IT AR P ATGATHT IT TfRAT F @A
AT H T oed & Uohed & AT &

. The order is expected to be signed
at an afternoon ceremony, marking

another aggressive shift by the President’s second administration in the way the
federal government deals with transgender people and their rights.

Ig 3MCR TS AMeT AT WARIE H §EAETRA glad hl FHIE=T 8, St Tseufad & g@r
TRITHT GaNT HET HIHR & TSt i 3R 37 R & arg e & ol 7
T 3R MRS Seard H R wiar Bl

e The President issued a sweeping order on his first day in office last month, calling for

the federal government to define sex as only male or female and reflect that on official
documents like passports and in policies like federal prison assignments.

TS o NS 7 39 FATET # ggo T v g 3meer SRy fhar o, g
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T TR A FAT T shael T AT AfFaT o T 7 IRAVT it 3R 3@ 3RS
gEAdSl o grEdie 3R Afaat A SN '@l Sier 3raes A g2l F Fer ATl
Trump's Campaign and Public Sentiment

Y &1 AP 3R adefas smaer

e During his campaign, Mr. Trump found that his pledge to “keep men out of women’s
sports” resonated beyond the usual party lines.

3=t A & SN, AT ¢ F 9T 6 3eer arer ‘AfRenst & @e @ qeN A v
@A QAT Gt WA & 9 IS @1 ATl

e More than half the voters surveyed by AP VoteCast said that support for transgender
rights in government and society has gone too far.

AP diesTee gaRT fhU 1T FAETOT H F MY ¥ 3F Aderandt o Fer fF @R dR
AT A greist HASRI F1 TS qgd HfAF & 7T ¢

¢ He leaned into the rhetoric before the election, pledging to get rid of the “transgender
insanity,” though his campaign offered little in the way of details.

Iod @ UEel, Segiel $H TFISHHATC & Fral AT, ‘SIS IRTedel” hl GeH el
I dlel I G, BTelifeh 3eteh A o g0W Fefed fqaRor sga & Ry |

Wednesday’s Order and National Girls and Women in Sports Day
UAR FT Mo AR ThT Tt s Aot &1 9« Raw

o Wednesday’s order, which coincides with National Girls and Women in Sports Day,
will involve how his administration will interpret Title IX, a law best known for its role in
pursuing gender equity in athletics and preventing sexual harassment on campuses.

UAR FT IR, ST I asfat 3 aARenst &1 @« Reaw s @y A« @@ §, 7%
AR MM T 3eTohl RAMHA SFEe X T AT HH WM, TG Hlsfed o1
TafeFd H faer FAEdr A1 @el e AR Soar & g 3cdige & Ahed F 39T
AT & T ST ST B

o Every administration has the authority to issue its own interpretations of this landmark
legislation.

Sl GATE 30 UAEtfie @l i el areat S A 1 AfER g Bl

Comparing Trump’s and Biden’s Approaches

€9 3R s & efewor Y Foerr

e The last two presidential administrations, including Mr. Trump’s first one, offer a
glimpse of the push-pull involved.

oo & Tseufa wemas, fGas st &9 &1 ggen A= iR §, 39 9o Fr Tose
A &
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e The Biden administration rolled back a policy set by the previous Trump
administration in April 2024, with its own policy that stipulated the rights of LGBTQ+
students would be protected by federal law and provided new safeguards for victims of
campus sexual assault.

qFS FATHA A 3 2024 & Sl €7 germwet garT fAeiRa A i gered gu o=
ge, &1 AT SRy &, o g8 giafaa fhar s 6 LGBTQ+ Bt & JifUshrt &hr
T FTefet eaRT FRET 1 Sl 3R Fow A o7 & ARt & AU 78 geam ve=
&1 S|

e The Biden policy stopped short of explicitly addressing transgender athletes.
a133 Afd o Teist TYellel i TaSe &7 ¥ TN el T Weol fhar|

o Still, more than a half-dozen Republican-led states immediately challenged the new
rule in court.

6t off, o1 & A+ Rufeasa-Aqea ar TsAt A R 3 AT HT 3ereld F ol
arl

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Over 65% turnout in Milkipur byelection / fehqT
39gaATE A 65% @ Hftw Adew

2. Majhi launches special village infrastructure
development programme of 5,000 crore / #ATSY & 5,000

FUS 39F & AT I rquaaT Qe FEHFT

AEIAT i
3. Mamata highlights ‘political stability, lack of strikes’ to
attract investment / #HAT o f@der srela s & QT

‘TeTeifae FoUTdT, gsdrel 1 FHY 9T Y1 STelT

4. Army’s Fort William in Kolkata set to be known as Vijay

Durg / PYehral & a1 F ¢ RAfoas & e gt &
ATH A AT SATCIT
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[UP PCS

Press Trust of India
AYODHYA

Over 65% of the total 3.70
lakh voters exercised their
franchise in the Milkipur
Assembly byelection in Ut-
tar Pradesh on Wednesday.
The turnout surpassed
the 60.23% recorded in the
2022 poll, with 65.35%
votes cast till the comple-
tion of voting, according to
the Election Commission.
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav alleged
that presiding officers were
“fulfilling the target of fake
voting” in the constituency
and urged the poll body
and the Supreme Court to
take cognisance of the
“enemies of democracy”.

Over 65% turnout in Milkipur byelection

fehiqT sugea # 65% ¥ A’fAF AdGE

Milkipur Assembly Byelection Voter Turnout

ﬁwmﬂmﬁﬂmmﬂ

o Over 65% of the total 3.70 lakh voters exercised their franchise in the
Milkipur Assembly byelection in Uttar Pradesh on Wednesday.

3.70 9@ AJGITHt A ¥ 65% F A0 =1 3R wawr & Arahrgy Frererasm
3YYATT H FUAR I T HA HT FGreT fohar|
. The turnout surpassed the 60.23% recorded in the 2022 poll, with

65.35% votes cast till the completion of voting, according to the Election
Commission.

Hoeld FfAed o 2022 F oA H 60.23% & 3H(ehs I IR T, 65.35% ale
ST T S Teh FAGT FATST Fel §3HT, TE SADNT Toltd AT & 3TaR
gl

Akhilesh Yadav's Allegations
i@ IET F INT

. Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav alleged that presiding officers
were “fulfilling the target of fake voting” in the constituency and urged the
poll body and the Supreme Court to take cognisance of the “enemies of
democracy.”

FATSEET 9t F gHE Ff@er Aga A IR A & gurer yfwdr T A

‘P AAET & T8 F QU F @ ¢ 3R 3egiel A AT 3R Foler e § “alrebe
*F GRAAL T FAG ol PV 3fer |
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Majhi launches special village
infrastructure development
programme of 35,000 crore

IPcs

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

The Mohan Majhi-led go-
vernment’s village-focused
development initiative, ‘Bi-
kashita Gaon, Bikashita
Odisha’ (Developed Vil-
lage, Developed Odisha),
was formally launched on
Wednesday.

Launching the scheme,
the Chief Minister said it
will help reduce the gap in
development of cities and
villages and bring parity in
basic infrastructure.

Under the scheme,
1,000 crore will be spent
every year for the develop-
ment of infrastructure in
villages. The government
will spend 5,000 crore in
five years from the current
financial year to 2028-29
and expand the pro-
gramme if necessary.

Stating that it is impossi-
ble to think of the develop-
ment of Odisha without
the development of villag-

The scheme will help reduce
the gap in development of
cities and villages, says the CM.

es, Mr. Majhi said, “Our
programme is completely
dedicated to the develop-
ment of our villages. It will
be implemented through
an annual plan in a
planned manner in educa-
tion, community assets,
places of worship, sports
infrastructure and small
tourism projects, apart
from village roads.”

The basic infrastructure
of village roads especially
those which connect villag-

es to villages will get high
priority. Moreover, all
community infrastructure
such as Kalyan Mandap,
community centres, im-
provement of bathing
ghats and market sheds
will be constructed.

Plans have also been
made for the development
of educational infrastruc-
ture. Construction of addi-
tional classrooms and im-
provement and expansion
of the existing infrastruc-
ture will be taken up.

“The minimum cost of
each project will be %3
lakh... so that the quality
can be maintained,” he
said.

Responding to the
scheme launch, opposition
Biju Janata Dal MLA Arun
Sahoo said, “The fund ear-
marked annually for villag-
es is too meagre to take up
any development pro-
gramme. We had far bigger
allocations for village deve-
lopment.”

Majhi launches special
village infrastructure
development programme of
5,000 crore

At & 5,000 FAS I &
Ay I quEar Qe
FAHH I YTITT HI

Mohan Majhi-led Government's Village-
Focused Development Initiative

AT A & Aqged arell WFR A 4-
Ffea e gea

o ‘Bikashita Gaon, Bikashita
Odisha’ (Developed Village, Developed
Odisha) was formally launched on
Wednesday.

‘Fwfla e, Refda R (e e,
Al 3f3em) @I gear i 3igaiRe &9

T diea frar )

. The Chief Minister stated that the
initiative will help reduce the gap in
development between cities and villages and

bring parity in basic infrastructure.
qEIHEAl 7 FeT o I8 g aedt AR wEt F A e & AR B FA Fw IR
HANT WA & FHAA ol H Heg M|

e Under the scheme, 1,000 crore will be spent every year for the development of
infrastructure in villages.

ISt & oged, 1,000 FN3 &Y Aol a1rat 7 giaamer o & e & fov @9 fae
STaar|

e The government will spend ¥5,000 crore over five years from the current financial year
to 2028-29, and will expand the programme if necessary.

WHR AT T a¥ & e 2028-29 ds 9ra ast & 25,000 FUT T AT 30K

TR ATTIR FRIHH T [FEaR HEf|

e The Chief Minister emphasized that development of Odisha is impossible without the
development of villages.

HEGHAN o Ig SN gert gl b JNTSAT 1 Taene foewr ammal & Rsra & 3rasa &
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The programme will be implemented through an annual plan in various areas such as
education, community assets, places of worship, sports infrastructure, and small
tourism projects, in addition to village roads.

g Hdshd affE Aeen & Aread @ R, FEeRE J9Ye, gE T, 9§39, 3R
BIT gdes TRASAIHT & IrcTrar wa Hr WIH A A1) HAT ST

Village roads, especially those connecting villages, will get high priority.

aar Y FH, AR ar AT AT FI ST §, 3e¢ 3T IATRAEBAT Heldl|

All community infrastructure such as Kalyan Mandap, community centres,
improvement of bathing ghats, and market sheds will be constructed.

Tt woeRe gAY i S Fedmor #3Y, WHERE &g, A & el fr guRr 3R
IR A3 & fAAT0T fohar Sreen|

Plans are also in place for the development of educational infrastructure, including
construction of additional classrooms and improvement/expansion of existing
infrastructure.

e gl e & faee & v A off gars o8 €, oot arfaRera wamat &
faator 3R Hisger e 1 GUR/AEIR A g

The minimum cost of each project will be ¥3 lakh to maintain quality.

Tl IRASTAT T w3l AT T3 A gl Alfeh J[OTaT ST @ ST Heb|

Opposition's Response

faqer &r wfafear

Biju Janata Dal MLA Arun Sahoo stated that the fund allocated annually for villages is
too meagre to take up any development programme.

dis] ST g % fAUTge 30T Wig A FeT & G & AU g @l Imdfed fhar
%3 I FEIHA L& A F AT g A &l
He claimed that they had far bigger allocations for village development in the past.

3oglel grar fohar o ugel aial & e & O FhYy 92 rde A
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Mamata highlights ‘political stability,
lack of strikes’ to attract investment

At 8th Bengal Global Business Summit, CM announces formation of synergy committee to facilitate ease of doing business;

says 60% of proposals from past seven summits implemented in State, mining to begin at Deocha Pachami coal block today

[PCS

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

est Bengal
w Chief Minister
Mamata Baner-

jee showcased the State’s
“political ~stability and
strike-free environment”
as a major draw for inves-
tors while addressing dele-
gates at the 8th Bengal Glo-
bal Business Summit in
Kolkata on Wednesday.
“We have a stable go-
vernment in Bengal, where
no man-days are lost. Ear-
lier, there were strikes and
we stopped all this in the
interest of business,” Ms.
Banerjee said at the event
attended by over 200 dele-
gates from 40 countries,
including diplomats from
more than 20 countries.
She also announced the
formation of a synergy
committee to facilitate
ease of doing business in
the State and highlighted
that over 60% of the invest-
ment proposals from the
past seven summits had
been implemented. “Over
the last seven business
summits, investment pro-
posals worth 19.51 lakh
crore were received, of
which investments worth
12 lakh crore (61.5%) have

Mamata Banerjee addressing the 8th Bengal Global Business Summit on Wednesday. DEBASISH BHADURI

taken off,” she said.

The Chief Minister also
announced that mining
will begin on Thursday at
Birbhum district’s Deocha
Pachami coal block, one of
the largest in the world.
“Over 1 lakh people will be
employed and several an-
cillary projects will come
up too,” she said, thanking
residents for cooperating
with the State government
to start operations.

Ms. Banerjee highlight-
ed the construction of six
economic corridors and

several initiatives such as
the Tea Tourism Allied Bu-
siness Policy, Data Centre
Policy, Export Promotion
Policy, and New and Re-
newable Energy Policy.

She said the Gross State
Domestic Product grew at
a faster pace than the GDP
in the last financial year
and claimed that the State
is one of the largest econo-
mies in the country.

The CM also pointed out
that one of strengths of the
State is that it “promotes
diversity and does not di-

vide people”. She added
that it is a “pioneer in wo-
men empowerment” as it
implements various cash
incentive schemes such as
Lakshmir Bhandar.

Soren attends meet

Among those present at
the inaugural session of the
two-day event was Jhark-
hand Chief Minister He-
mant Soren, who highlight-
ed that the two States have
a lot in common and ex-
pressed hope that they
would emerge as key in-

vestment destinations in
the country. “West Bengal
and Jharkhand have a lot in
common. Jharkhand is rich
in minerals and natural re-
sources. I believe States
must collaborate to attract
investments and build a
strong nation,” he said.

Industrialists lauded the
CM for organising the
event and said the summit
has grown from strength to
strength under her leader-
ship. Ms. Banerjee said she
urged N. Chandrasekaran,
chairman of Tata Group, to
start a direct flight from
Kolkata to Europe.

While Reliance Indus-
tries chairman Mukesh
Ambani promised to dou-
ble the investment in West
Bengal by the end of this
decade, JSW Group chair-
man Sajjan Jindal an-
nounced the setting up of
two 800 MW power plants
at Salboni at ¥16,000 crore.

Ambuja Neotia Group
chairman Harshavardhan
Neotia said the group will
invest 15,000 crore in the
State over five years, while
RP-Sanjiv Goenka Group
chairman Sanjiv Goenka
said his companies will in-
vest 10,000 crore in the
areas of energy, infrastruc-
ture, and education.

Mamata highlights ‘political stability, lack of strikes’ to attract

investment

AAAT o A3 T F F v aadfas uar, gsaral
T FHY T YR STAT

At 8th Bengal Global Business Summit, CM announces formation of synergy
committee to facilitate ease of doing business; says 60% of proposals from past
seven summits implemented in State, mining to begin at Deocha Pachami coal

block today
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89 I Tl fasaw e & @lvd & IR & I T & QT dreade
FAfa & w5 Hr Alvom A1 Far F Nod ga [AEw g7a3a=\t F 60% gEdaEr F
o A A fFar o, 3T Aam AT P sdiE H Ged AR g

Mamata Banerjee at the 8th Bengal Global Business Summit

AACT Iosif 89 §9NeT Tldd faoaw G #

e West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee showcased the State’s “political
stability and strike-free environment” as a major draw for investors at the 8th Bengal
Global Business Summit in Kolkata on Wednesday.

TRTH I T FEIHA FAAT Tl o T & "Toreifas uwar iR gsare-gaa
ATl 1 At & T Teh Y@ HRYT & §q H e T, Ig 3mrsie
FIEPIT H FYAR HT 8 Mol Ieliarer 1= AfAe & garm|

e She emphasized that Bengal has a stable government and that no man-days are lost

due to strikes. She also mentioned that previous strikes were stopped in the interest of
business.

3eglel I SR eI for dommer & PR w3 § 3R ggarel & FRor F15 ot FiRaw
g W AA| e Tg N el o AR & fod & qF A g3 gsrel N Al I

e The event was attended by over 200 delegates from 40 countries, including
diplomats from more than 20 countries.

3T 3ATST # 40 &ef & 200 ¥ 31O+ gfafafer 3ufeua &, fS5ae7 20 @ 3rfaw ot &
TrAd® nfAe o)

e Mamata Banerjee announced the formation of a synergy committee to facilitate the
ease of doing business in the state.

AAAT SToll o T H TG T Fl H HAEN & O Rersit aAfa s 57 Hr awor
FT|

¢ She highlighted that over 60% of the investment proposals from the past seven
summits had been implemented.

35 Tg I F oo a1d |ffe F 60% @ HfAE I gEardt i awy R

o ¥19.51 lakh crore worth investment proposals were received in the past seven business
summits, out of which ¥12 lakh crore (61.5%) have been successfully implemented.

oo a1d IR a@ffet # 19.51 a@ $Us & 9 g&ara gred §tr,%|m§r T %12

A" FUZ (61.5%) YA o] fhT a0

e Mining will begin on Thursday at the Deocha Pachami coal block in Birbhum
district, one of the largest in the world.

AR I fave forer & Raar qanft Frgen satd W @ g g, S giear & el
§3 HIGeT sellehl A § T g

e Over 1 lakh people will be employed, and several ancillary projects will also be
developed.
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1@ ¥ AHAF dRr AR 9red 9, 3R s Terad IRASAT off afaa &
ST
The Chief Minister highlighted the construction of six economic corridors and

initiatives like Tea Tourism Allied Business Policy, Data Centre Policy, Export
Promotion Policy, and New and Renewable Energy Policy.

ACHA o 5% WAF AfARt & FATT 3R 97 wdew ey SR A, 3 Fg
Hifa, AT Acaes A 3 ade ik adFoir F91 Hifa S gl F1 3e0w
fepa|

West Bengal’s GDP grew at a faster pace than the national GDP in the last financial
year.

oo el af 7 aRas Fomer 1 A 2 Td S @ aa aifa & gefar S
She claimed that West Bengal is one of the largest economies in the country.
3ogiel grar fhar foF aRae Faner & T I 991 ’hgarAnt F§ § ' B

The State promotes diversity and does not divide people. She added that it is a
pioneer in women empowerment, implementing schemes like Lakshmir Bhandar.

T Rftar & demEr arg 3R et Fr Fenfea 78 #an 378 a8 Y Fer 5
Ig Afgen wAFaHor 7 wF Ioh §, ST AeHR HSR ST AT A FAT B

Soren attends meet

AR o d5F F Her o

Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren attended the inaugural session of the two-
day event and expressed hope that West Bengal and Jharkhand would become key
investment destinations.

FARES & AETAN gAd WRA o a1 CadliT FdshA & 3euresd a9 # smr foar 3R
3T TS o affes Faner AR sREE o # Ty A wyel & w9 7 39
Soren emphasized that Jharkhand is rich in minerals and natural resources, and
states should collaborate to attract investments.

W o I8 @iferd farar & sras wfaer 3N uefas st @ sy 8, 3R asat
Fr 32T 3P NT T & AT Fgdler & afgu|

Industrialists’ Praise

3eAerafadt r @

Industrialists praised Mamata Banerjee for organizing the event and mentioned that the
summit has grown under her leadership.

3CIEITAAT o AAAT qsit T TIgAT HT foh Iegiel 3T HIAHA H ISl fhar 3R
FeT o affc 3% Aqea & adr B

Mukesh Ambani of Reliance Industries promised to double the investment in West
Bengal by the end of this decade.
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!GS Paper I: History

In the latest step toward
eliminating colonial prac-
tices and mindsets within
the armed forces, Fort Wil-
liam in Kolkata, the head-
quarters of the Eastern Ar-
my Command, has been
renamed Vijay Durg. Addi-
tionally, Kitchener House
inside Fort William has
been renamed Manekshaw
House, and South Gate,
formerly known as St. Ge-
orge’s Gate, is now Shivaji
Gate.

Wing Commander Hi-
manshu Tiwari, the De-
fence Public Relations Of-
ficer in Kolkata, has said
the decision was made in
mid-December and all in-
ternal communications
have since ceased using
“Fort William”, adopting
the new name instead. Ho-
wever, the official announ-
cement is still pending.

Fort William, named af-
ter King William III of En-
gland, was constructed by
the British in 1781.

The new name, Vijay
Durg, is derived from the
oldest fort along the Sind-
hudurg coast in Maharash-
tra. It served as a naval
base for the Marathas un-
der Chhatrapati Shivaji.

In recent years, there
have been a series of mea-
sures aimed at removing
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Ramw $30e & AFY A A 38 GUF & i T iRAH darrer H fader Fr awgenm
HLA PI dter foham|

Sajjan Jindal, Chairman of JSW Group, announced the setting up of two 800 MW

power plants at Salboni worth 16,000 crore.

JSW I & 3Iege] Hoolel foigel o Weralell 7 16,000 FU3 & AT & T 800 AMETE
UTaR TATEH TATTI Xt T awor

Harshavardhan Neotia, Chairman of Ambuja Neotia Group, said the group will invest

¥15,000 crore in West Bengal over the next five years.
ST AfAT qI & reeT ghadsr NfeAra Fer o g erel arg ant F gfvasr samer
H 15,000 FUZ T fAIA Ham|

Sanjiv Goenka, Chairman of RP-Sanjiv Goenka Group, stated his companies will

invest 10,000 crore in energy, infrastructure, and education.

RP-sltg MU 9 & 3rege] GiAa MUHT o Fer o 3t wufear s, g o=
3 fRvedr 3 210,000 FA3 F1 FIUw FLA|

Army’s Fort William
in Kolkata set to be
known as Vijay Durg

A4 £ S i,
Army officers gather at Fort
Williams in Kolkata during the

Army Day celebrations. AP

“vestiges of the colonial
era” and “Indianising” mil-
itary traditions and cus-
toms — an initiative Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has described as freedom
from the mentality of
slavery.

In March 2022, while ad-
dressing the top military
leadership at Kevadia in
Gujarat, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi empha-
sised the importance of en-
hancing indigenisation in
national defence — not just
in terms of sourcing of
equipment and weapons
but also in the doctrines,
procedures and customs
practised by the armed
forces.

He urged the three ser-
vices to “rid themselves of
legacy systems and practic-
es that have outlived utility
and relevance”.

Army’s Fort William in Kolkata set to be known
as Vijay Durg

FIHrl A 1 & $1E R_feTsr w1 Rew gt &
ATH & AT FATCIT

Renaming of Fort William and Other Changes

B RAfegdw 3R 3w aRadal &1 ATHEor

. Fort William in Kolkata, the headquarters of the Eastern Army
Command, has been renamed Vijay Durg as part of efforts to eliminate
colonial practices in the armed forces.

et 7 Fd qdt a1 FaAis 1 ey v Ao #1 aH age
o gt e e oram §, g @ Fat A 3ufaash wsit @ w#rd
e T Gem H UF FeA B

. Kitchener House inside Fort William has been renamed
Manekshaw House, and the South Gate, formerly known as St.
George’s Gate, is now Shivaji Gate.

w1 RfeTd F 31ey YT Faa 137 FT A1H deoah AASAT F3H
fear amr &, 3R 93y A, 5 ggd A SAter A F AT A AT ST

AT, T ITH < fAGrTS A I@T =T Tl

. Wing Commander Himanshu Tiwari, the Defence Public
Relations Officer in Kolkata, confirmed that the decision was made in
mid-December, and since then, all internal communications have
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stopped using the name "Fort William" and adopted the new name. However, the official
announcement is still pending.

faer Farst Ry faard, swreeprar & B seEeE FfAFR, A give & 6 g8 o
RER & #eg & forr = a7, 3R 39F a1 @ F9f ’aRe darr 7w fafoge
FT 3UAT §¢ F fear aar § 3R AT AT Y 9T I=™AT §1 gTelifeh, 3OS

gyorr 373 ST £

e Fort William, constructed by the British in 1781, was named after King William Il of
England.
w1 RAfeas, o9 [t s 1781 7 samar o1, &1 A1 fFer RAfes 11 & J1 9T @n
IT AT

e The new name, Vijay Durg, is derived from the oldest fort along the Sindhudurg coast
in Maharashtra, which served as a naval base for the Marathas under Chhatrapati
Shivaji.
=1 =1 faerar gat, weRTSE & RAyget de W Py @e@ Wwier fhel & foram mm g, S
oaufa Rash & ded el & v e Adfas fewer ar)

e Recent measures aim at removing the "vestiges of the colonial era" and "Indianising"
military traditions and customs, a move described by Prime Minister Narendra Modi as
freedom from the mentality of slavery.

gleT &1 ggel "ufadell o1 & @l 1 g 3R o7 Wt 3R dfF-Rarat
"HRAT FAET §, Ol gt g Ay A e A Afwar ¥ FadEar & w9 F
afoTa far gl

e In March 2022, while addressing the top military leadership at Kevadia in Gujarat,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi emphasized the importance of enhancing
indigenisation in national defence, not only in terms of sourcing equipment and
weapons but also in the doctrines, procedures, and customs practised by the armed
forces.

AT 2022 H, ORI & Hafzar A MY Ao aAfed 1 FNDT A §U, Foraas= a¥g
A o7 AT 8T A FSRAHor Fr Agar W IR e, Ig R 3useon 3R gfRaRt
& Oid & TG #H g1, dfew o et eanr yaferd fewrdl, ufsansit ik dfa-Rarst
& HeI A o

o He urged the three services to “rid themselves of legacy systems and practices that
have outlived utility and relevance.”

3eglel il Qar3it & 3marg fhar f 9 el favrd gonferdt 3R gumsit @ gesrr 9w
St 319 3SYATACT 3R JEfFehdr @ gt g1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in @r*.
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS E
Amul : PCS
o=t Nominees for the
AL1S National Team of the Year
IO m“m 2024 was a landmark year for Indian sports with a host of achievements across
. several disciplines. The annual Sportstar Aces Awards seek to honour the trailblazers.
mdeOM

B

Won the ICC Men’s T20
World Cup 2024, held in
the West Indies and USA

Jasprit Bumrah was
named player of the
tournament at the
T20 World Cup

Beat England 4-1 and f
Bangladesh 2-0in home |
Test series, drew 1-1 in
South Africa
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