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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. | left all my identities behind when | composed Valiant’ /

HAX 39 gl ggu F S5 AT F9 AF "valiant” IRT

far

Tleft all my identities behind when I composed Valiant

Ahead of the release of his much-awaited work, the prolific film composer says his objective had been to write an actual symphony and he had to be careful that sounds and elements of greatest
composers were not part of his writing; elaborating that a symphony, much like Carnatic music, has clear rules and regulations, he says he would like to be identified by the music he has composed

[GS Paper I: Art and Culture |

INTERVIEW
Haiyaraaja

B. Kolappan
CHENNAI

ith a little more
w than a month
to go for the re-

lease of Valiant, the much-
awaited symphony com-
posed by Ilaiyaraaja, the
maestro explains to The
Hindu how he did not al-
low any of his identities —
an Indian born and raised
in a small village in Tamil
Nadu, a prolific film com-
poser whose music was
suffused with western har-
monies, and an admirer of
the music of great compos-
ers — to influence his work.

On March 8, the Royal
Philharmonic ~ Orchestra,
which collaborated with
Ilaiyaraaja, will mark the
release with a live perfor-
mance of Valiant.

You are the first Indian,
probably the first Asian
musician, to compose a
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symphony. When did
you decide to compose
it?

There was no need to take
a decision. I have already
used symphonies in film
music and educated peo-
ple about symphonies. Af-
ter 50 years, some people
keep a list of my songs and
complain I have copied
them from others.

When a speaker quotes
a couplet from Thirukku-
ral, will you say he has co-
pied Thirukkural? The idea
is to educate the people.

If you listen to the back-
ground score of Sundari
Kannal Oru Sethi, a song in
Thalapathy, it is like a sym-
phonic form. The back-
ground score of O Priya
Priya, En Iniya Pon Nilave,
Ninaivo Oru Paravai and
Madai Thiranthu have the
elements.

Some say I have copied
Franz Schubert. His music
played in my mind when I
was composing film songs.
Though it gave me an im-
petus, there was no con-
nection between the two.

When you decide to

compose a symphony, you
should know what a sym-
phony is. I am an Indian -
a South Indian born in a
small village (pattikaadu). 1
cannot incorporate into a
symphony the music I lis-
tened to when I was young.
There is no place for my
identity as a film musician
in symphony composition.

I cannot allow room for
the complaint that I have
used the background score
of a film song. The Indian
element in me should not
be a part of my symphony
composing. If these ele-
ments are there, some
might say that an Indian
has composed it.

My objective is to write
an actual symphony. While
writing 1 should also be
careful that the sounds and
elements found in the
composition of the greatest
composers are not in my
writing. Then people may
say 1 have copied Beetho-
van or Mozart and ignore
my symphony. I am saying
this just to explain the diffi-
culties I faced.

In India, some
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performances, for
example a Sitar
symphony to mark
Pandit Ravi Shankar’s
birthday and another by
Shreya Ghoshal, are
referred to as
symphonies. Your
comments.

Can you call a cinema song
as keerthana? Keerthana
has a form. I was felicitated
at Hariprasad Chaurasia’s
Gurukul. Around 25 flau-
tists played and it was de-
scribed as a symphony. I
made it clear to Mr. Hari-
prasad Chaurasia on the
occasion that it should not
be called a symphony.

In India there is no sym-
phony. When Jagajit Singh
performed ghazal it was
dubbed as symphony. A
few keyboard players, ta-
bla players and guitarists
performing together can-
not be a symphony.

Could you explain the
form of a symphony?

It (the structure of a sym-
phony) is like a statement.
There is a first subject.
There is a second part of
the first subject which
should be in a particular
key. Then there is a second
subject and that should be
in a particular key. Then

there is development, im-
provisations through or-
chestrations, counterpoint
and recapitulation, which
means repeating what is
said first. There should be
areturn to the original be-
fore the end.

A symphony is like palla-
vi, anupallavi and saranam
in Carnatic music. In the
first movement there is a
first theme. The second
subject is like anupallavi
and the development is sa-
ranam in which the singer
does the niraval. You
should understand sym-
phonies like this. There are
clear rules and regulations.

‘Who was there during
the composing — the
Ilaiyaraaja of
Pannaipuram or the
western composer you
admired?

Why do you expect me to
be like them? I would like
to be identified by the mus-
ic I have composed. I only
want the respect my music
earns.

Don’t you think some

knowledge is required
to enjoy it?

What is the knowledge you
used while enjoying film
music? You are able to dif-
ferentiate between a good
song and a not-so-good
song. How do you differen-
tiate them? Knowledge or
feeling? Feeling is
important.

That is why I ask if
feeling alone is
adequate to enjoy the
symphony?

First listen to a symphony
and raise the question
whether a lay rasika may
enjoy it or not. You seem to
be asking whether an or-
dinary person can under-
stand and enjoy Sangam
poetry.

Don’t you think that
some knowledge is
required in the Indian
context?

There is a Tamil saying,
Chitiramum Kai Pazhak-
kam, Senthamizh Naa Paz-
hakkam (Practice makes

left all my identities behind when | composed Valiant’
‘At 39 gt gl A 818 e o9 AF "valiant” RT
forar

id

perfect). You also need ra-
sanai (ability to appreciate)
to appreciate symphonies.
A symphony is not for eve-
ryone. It is something diffe-
rent and you cannot ex-
pect equality in it. We
should accept the great as
great. That is why we ap-
preciate Sangam literature
even after 2,000 years.
Tholkappiyam is 5,000
years old.

Why did you decide to
record your symphony
in England?

If you know such musi-
cians here, let me know
and we can record a sym-
phony here. Don’t you
know that in India we do
not have the kind of or-
chestra that is available in
London?

Do you have any plans
to organise a live
performance of your
symphony in India?

Only the government can
make it happen. If you are
ready to invest, we can do
it.
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Ahead of the release of his much-awaited work, the prolific film composer says
his objective had been to write an actual symphony and he had to be careful that
sounds and elements of greatest composers were not part of his writing;
elaborating that a symphony, much like Carnatic music, has clear rules and
regulations, he says he would like to be identified by the music he has composed

39l sguciidia Ffa & AT @ g, RFEaa Tfasr @ Fe1 & s e
T gEdfas fAFeaAT @ o1 3R 378 39 919 &1 9 3@ 91 % Agaas
Ffaert @ eafaat 3R acg 399 Jw@e F71 REw 7 & s {FEaR ¥ a9
TF fAFwAT A, dedled TIlT A avE, Tose A9 3R AT g & 3= Fa1 &
9% NS qERT AT FAlld @ GG ST AR

Release of Valiant, the Symphony by llaiyaraaja

SIS 1 RAFFEAT Valiant Y Relisr

o With alittle more than a month to go for the release of Valiant, the much-awaited
symphony composed by llaiyaraaja, the maestro explains to The Hindu how he did not
allow any of his identities—an Indian born and raised in a small village in Tamil Nadu,
a prolific film composer influenced by Western harmonies, and an admirer of great
composers—to influence his work.

Valiant T Reflet & forv o #gher & A1er 310 FAF ST &1 TE Sgyhiard Feed
FAIRIST gaRT YA g1 3+@iel The Hindu &I Sd™T fF 3egie 379s1T &g o ggare—
affiees & oF B8R ¥ AT A FeA ARC, afRad w@fta & wenfaa ve g
e TMaPR, 3R AT TMNTPRI F TAAF—FT 31T FHIHA HT FAAT FL Hr
3rgafd =fe 2l

e On March 8, the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, which collaborated with llaiyaraaja,
will mark the release with a live performance of Valiant.

8 AT & Ige regRAAF irheer, aeT o aRIeT & a1y dgder R, Valiant &
AT WHIAT & T 3Ghr RelleT T 12T HATT|

First Indian to Compose a Symphony

Rl T arek 98 ARAT

e You are the first Indian, probably the first Asian musician, to compose a symphony.
When did you decide to compose it?

AT gg ARG 3R Foad: dgo TRIATE TfideR g, Segia e Bewair T gl
MU 38§ FT AT e forar?
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There was no need to take a decision. | have already used symphonies in film music
and educated people about symphonies.

SHFT AT &a I Bz HTeTHT 78] ot A g & fhed wMa & RAFwa Fr
39T R § 3R e o sEe aR # RfeT &

After 50 years, some people keep a list of my songs and complain that | have copied
them from others.

50 gt & aTe o, o oler A A=A H @ W § IR Rpraa wxa § F A 57
qad @ Hidt far #

When a speaker quotes a couplet from Thirukkural, will you say he has copied
Thirukkural? The idea is to educate the people.

SIS IS el RATFIIA A Ueh Q8T 3SY AT ¢, ol FAT 31T hed! o THA Rrvareaer
T foram &7 3egeg awit &1 RAffa FEr g

If you listen to the background score of Sundari Kannal Oru Sethi (from Thalapathy), it
is like a symphonic form.

If& 39 Sundari Kannal Oru Sethi (Thalapathy fhes @) T 8Fa133 ¥R o, dl T
RFwdld B ST 2

The background score of O Priya Priya, En Iniya Pon Nilave, Ninaivo Oru Paravai, and
Madai Thiranthu have these elements.

O Priya Priya, En Iniya Pon Nilave, Ninaivo Oru Paravai, 3R Madai Thiranthu T
da3E TR 57 dcal Hr AT B

Some say | have copied Franz Schubert. His music played in my mind when | was
composing film songs, but there was no connection between the two.

FO ol FEd § [ Hol BieT YEE HI HAT FFar §1 37 Tl T gt A wmr 7
Torcr A 9 H e TIlld T I@T T, dfched 7 Gl H IS FET AET AT

Challenges in Composing a Symphony

RFwalt o Fr galfaat

When you decide to compose a symphony, you should know what a symphony is.

S 39 T {Fwea qaq: w1 Aok aa § aF 379 gasen aiige R Rews
gl B

I am an Indian, a South Indian born in a small village (pattikaadu). | cannot
incorporate the music | listened to when | was young into a symphony.

#H v ARAT g, T aftIor XA S U SR @ A (pattikaadu) F STEAT| H g
U # FA 1§ FMa g F Rewadr F anfdrear 7@ F gl
There is no place for my identity as a film musician in symphony composition.

RFwal T & AN Ig9 UF e TNAFR & T A P T 78T QT
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e The Indian element in me should not be a part of my symphony composition.

Y 37eX Allg HRAT ded i RFwsdl e w1 REar 78 @ Tl

o If these elements are there, some might say that an Indian has composed it.
IS A dea A g1 &, A1 T oleT g Fehod ¢ T 5@ forelt ol & @ &
e My objective is to write an actual symphony.
T 3e8eT Th aaaT FEhe @ ¥

e While writing, | should also be careful that the sounds and elements found in the
composition of the greatest composers are not in my writing.

foraa &#g, 73t 75 o ware e @ifRu & Ager H@eaftasri canr T Wt aea
3R eafaat A8 e F afAe 7§

o Otherwise, people may say | have copied Beethoven or Mozart and ignore my
symphony.
3T, AT g Tohd & foh Aol YA AT AAIE N H1dr BFar § 3R A Bewar a1

ASTe3iETsT T &N
Misuse of the Term "Symphony" in India

HRT & "RAFRAl" e FT Tad 3T

¢ InIndia, some performances, for example, a Sitar symphony to mark Pandit Ravi
Shankar’s birthday and another by Shreya Ghoshal, are referred to as symphonies.
Your comments?

R #, T yedfadl F RFEwat gl S1ar &, S8 RAaR RAewa o afga T o &
SeAfeA & HaEY W A 3R T AAT 9T SART| IR FAT FHgell 872

e Canyou call acinema song as keerthana? Keerthana has a form.
FIT AT U fAAAT AT FT AT Fg THd 82 P HT TF AT T har ¢

o | was felicitated at Hariprasad Chaurasia’s Gurukul. Around 25 flautists played, and it
was described as a symphony.

7 gRwwre IRRAAT F Fa d GEATAT fhar 31| H 25 TrgdareH F 9=
&, 3R =0 RAFwa Fgr =T

e I'made it clear to Mr. Hariprasad Chaurasia on the occasion that it should not be
called a symphony.

Ao o gy IR & Tuse &7 @ a1 & g8 RAFwedr 81 Fa1 S Tifge
Symphony in India
R A RAFws

e InIndia, there is no symphony. When Jagjit Singh performed ghazal, it was dubbed as
a symphony.

HRA # RAFwaAT AL g1 9 el g I S, A 39 RAFHAT HgT =T
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A few keyboard players, tabla players, and guitarists performing together cannot be
asymphony.

o HEIS TR, qdar aed AR e Aoe Resad 7@t s a5

Structure of a Symphony
RFwar A TxT=

The structure of a symphony is like a statement.
RFwal A TTAT U aFdeq ST giar gl

There is a first subject and a second part of the first subject which should be in a
particular key.

S8 g T giar & 3N v v w1 qEw amn, S o At ge A gler a@nfgel
Then there is a second subject which should also be in a particular key.
Y v gfaedr faww g §, ot ve Rflse geat @ g

There is development, improvisations through orchestrations, counterpoint, and
recapitulation (repeating what is said first).

saH fawm, aegEl & ATCTA § FUR, FEAfrar, AR TR (ST Tgel Ser a1, 39
cTeT) B ¢

There should be a return to the original before the end.

AT @ gea Ao Rufy w dlear smaegs g 2

A symphony is like pallavi, anupallavi, and saranam in Carnatic music.
RFwah, Faifesd wofld & gealid, sequead) 3 WoA H aE e ¢l
In the first movement, there is a first theme.

YA Afa H UF ggH7 AF g gl

The second subject is like anupallavi and the development is like saranam, in which
the singer does niraval.

efadr vy srqueddl & TaAE & 3R s aome & @g g g, S e
faraer w3 gl

There are clear rules and regulations in a symphony.

e ¥ Tuse foge 3t Rfaws aa &

Comparison with Other Composers

3T FIflasrl A Forerm

Who was there during the composing — the llaiyaraaja of Pannaipuram or the western
composer you admired?

AT & AT FIF AT - ISRA & SN A1 95 IR Fellasr 5 31T weg
T 87

Why do you expect me to be like them? | would like to be identified by the music |
have composed.
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e | only want the respect my music earns.

ﬁmmm@mmm@

Knowledge and Enjoyment of Symphony
RFwar F1 7 3R 3eg

e Don't you think some knowledge is required to enjoy it?
T 3TAhT AT I & 58 3Tele A & fAT F& AT Ty §2
e« What is the knowledge you used while enjoying film music?

fhed WINT T 3o od GHI 39T hisT TT AlT TAT [HAT?

e You are able to differentiate between a good song and a not-so-good song. Is it
knowledge or feeling?

AT TF TS M 3R TAT T H R X Thd ¢l Ig A ¢ I1 HGA1?
e Feeling is important.
HIT AgeAqr ¢
e Thatis why | ask if feeling alone is adequate to enjoy the symphony?
safaT # qodl § & FA1 Fad e @ REwa F 3meg ax F v aded 32

o First listen to a symphony and then ask whether a lay rasika (ordinary listener) can
enjoy it or not.

uge Rewelt gol, T I T &7 WTUROT A+ 3UHT Aele of FHhaT ¢ A7 3¢

e You seem to be asking whether an ordinary person can understand and enjoy
Sangam poetry.

Y VHT IS T§ & Al HIS WIUROT AP HIH Fiaar F T4 3 g & Tl
& ar Eh

e Don’t you think some knowledge is required in the Indian context?
T 3TAhT g ST foh HRAT Fet H Fo AT 32T g2

e There is a Tamil saying — Chitiramum Kai Pazhakkam, Senthamizh Naa Pazhakkam
(Practice makes perfect).

T affier Fgrad ¢ - e w18 Irearaa, ey affier a7 AT (31T § qUIer
3T B)1
e You also need rasanai (ability to appreciate) to appreciate symphonies.

RFwadt A aEar & fAv it 39U WA (WWEAT FIA Y &7AAT) FT ATIHAT Bt
gl

e Asymphony is not for everyone. It is something different and you cannot expect
equality in it.

Rewalt et & v adt @l 78 o Irawre 3R sua gATTar Air 3ndaT et A ST
HFdl|
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e We should accept the great as great.

TN HEH P HgH HAAAT AT
e Thatis why we appreciate Sangam literature even after 2,000 years.

safoT g Harer WfRey i 2,000 a6t 915 i @Ear Hyd §
e Tholkappiyam is 5,000 years old.

IR 5,000 T T &

Recording Symphony in England
g7dls & RFwA RS a1

e Why did you decide to record your symphony in England?
39sT el RAFweAT godls # R&s Fa &1 Aviw F=4i o

o If you know such musicians here, let me know and we can record a symphony here.
30R 39 O FAAawRT F ST ¢, a {9, 3R §H JgT FAehel Repls T Fehel
gl

e Don’t you know that in India, we do not have the kind of orchestra that is available
in London?

FIT 3T ¢ TaT T 9Rd & & sitdeer 8t &, ST oiger & 39y ¥7

Live Performance of Symphony in India

R #H RAFwel FT a5 Yol

o Do you have any plans to organize a live performance of your symphony in India?
FIAT 3% I ARG A 9T RAFFAT & a1z g 1 A 82

e Only the government can make it happen.
Fael THER & 3/ EHT a1 FFar

o Ifyou are ready to invest, we can do it.

3R 3T fA3er et & IR §, Y &7 50 X Fha 2

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Tamil Nadu govt. to file review plea against SC verdict
on residence-based reservation in PG medical courses /

dfferers TR T & AT & @ere qafaar e
g FEN, Y AFEdeUe ARFT A A fAam-araia
HRETOT § gafda g
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2. An Opportunity to Settle Sri Lanka’s Ethnic Problem /
AT T T AT FIHA FT TH HTEHT
3. SCrelaxes condition for appointment of ad hoc judges
to HCs / 3&a #amarerdl # 3reurft =amardiet # fagfaa
# odt # T :E F & W@
4. Philippines to remove U.S. missile system if China stops

‘sea aggression’ / frelidiw 3RS HAarser yomely gerwan

afy e I T dwr ¥
Tamil Nadu govt. to file review plea against SC verdict
on residence-based reservation in PG medical courses

IHS Paper II: Reservation |

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment will soon file a review
petition against the Su-
preme Court ruling that re-
sidence-based reservation
in postgraduate medical
courses was “unconstitu-
tionally impermissible” af-
ter consulting experts,
Health Minister Ma. Subra-
manian said on Thursday.

“Tamil Nadu imple-
ments 69% reservation. It
reserves 50% of the seats
for students who are native
to the State or were born in
it. State quota is necessary
to ensure social justice. If
this judgment is imple-
mented, it will affect the
State’s rights as well as the
internal reservation imple-
mented here,” the Minister
told mediapersons.

He pointed out that Ta-

mil Nadu had one of the
best health infrastructures
in the country.

‘1,200 students benefit’
“It accounts for a high
number of MD, MS, MDS,
DM, and MCh seats. In PG
courses (MD/MS/Diploma),
we have a total of 2,294
seats. Of this, 50% seats
have been reserved for stu-
dents of Tamil Nadu, be-
nefiting nearly 1,200 stu-

dents,” he said.

The Minister said follow-
ing the judgment, the State
risked losing at least 1,200
seats in PG admissions in
the coming years. Already,
50% of seats are allotted
for All India Quota, and
students from other States
are studying in Tamil Na-
du, he said, adding that the
ruling would not impact
PG admissions this year.

“We will hold consulta-

tions with legal experts
and take steps to ensure
that the State’s rights are
not affected. A review peti-
tion will be filed against
this ruling on behalf of the
government soon,” Mr.
Subramanian said.

“It is the State govern-
ment that spends on creat-
ing the infrastructure for
PG medical courses. We
cannot accept this judg-
ment,” he said.

Tamil Nadu govt. to file review plea against SC verdict on
residence-based reservation in PG medical courses

dffaars @R ol & vk F @ere gafdar e qrr

F3M, S dFedsUe Affed F A Aar-3muRea e @
e %

The Tamil Nadu government will soon file a review petition against the

Supreme Court ruling that residence-based reservation in
postgraduate medical courses was “unconstitutionally
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impermissible.”

dffeaTs E&ER e 8 gl FIE & faoky & @aw o gafdar
TR GRR F3N, 9 dedgue AffFa F1 § Fam-smafia
IRETT F " Hdurfas T F FEEFa FeT T4 P

e Health Minister Ma. Subramanian stated that the review petition will be filed after
consulting experts.

ALY FHAT AT, FAGAVIA o gl o ATTaR ATfent fARAvaAl & WA S & a6
R Fr STt

e Tamil Nadu implements 69% reservation and reserves 50% of seats for students who
are native to the state or were born in it.

ATHIATS 69% 3HTRETT 1T Xl & AR T & Hol HAarf@at a1 Igi sied orEl & faw
50% HE RS T ¢

e The State quota is necessary to ensure social justice.
TS FHIT AHGS AT FlARYT S & AT 37aas gl

o Ifthe Supreme Court ruling is implemented, it will affect the State’s rights and the
internal reservation in Tamil Nadu.

Ife; G HIE F1 fA0TT o9 I &, At F§ g & T F FTAFHRI 3R 3l
IRETOT T Janfaa S|

o Tamil Nadu has one of the best health infrastructures in the country, which accounts for
a high number of MD, MS, MDS, DM, and MCh seats.

dfAe=rg &2 # MD, MS, MDS, DM, iR MCh #el & fov Sgclle Fareed avaasi #
¥ U+ 7l

o Tamil Nadu has 2,294 PG medical seats, with 50% reserved for students from the
state, benefiting nearly 1,200 students.

dfferTg # 2,204 disht Afdwa @€ 8, e @ 50% W o7 & oEl & v IRfEd
¢, foad orereraT 1,200 BT AT neT fAerar B

o Following the judgment, the state risks losing at least 1,200 seats in PG admissions in
the coming years.

=g Ao & a1¢, Tog & 3T asf A FF F FA 1,200 AE @ & @A 2

e Already, 50% of seats are allotted for All India Quota, and students from other states
are studying in Tamil Nadu.

TEel €1 50% e Jter AT Ferd fav MuiRa €, 3R 307 Tl & o affeeg A
qers X @ ol

e The Minister stated that the ruling would not impact PG admissions this year.
7N & wgT F 5@ AT F159 a¥ ds vyt W FE g A gS9m|

e The government will consult legal experts and file a review petition to ensure that the
State’s rights are not affected.
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DR Flefelt RAATAT @ WA w0 iR T F FAFR AT gefda 7 g & v
qAfdaR AT g S|

o The Minister emphasized that it is the State government that spends on creating the
infrastructure for PG medical courses, and they cannot accept this judgment.

A & SR I &gl o T TR G N Aftwa a6 & AT 3@ 9 | @9
Xt §, 3R 9 =7 AT A TR T8 S |

An opportunity to settle Sri Lanka’s ethnic problem

IGS Paper II: India-Sri Lankal

ndia’s move to name the Jaffna Cultural

Centre after the Tamil poet-philosopher,

Thiruvalluvar, is a symbolic gesture by New

Delhi to reinforce the unbreakable bond
with Sri Lanka. When sections of Sri Lankan
Tamils were agitated originally over the omission
of ‘Jaffna’ in the Centre’s nomenclature, the
Indian authorities were swift in their course
correction. It is now called the “Jaffna
Thiruvalluvar Cultural Centre”, a recent
landmark, built by the Indian government. No
one needs to emphasise the significance of
bilateral ties between the two south Asian
neighbours, which have a shared history and
culture.

In the last 40-odd years, the nature of political
relations has undergone significant changes ever
since the 1983 anti-Tamil pogrom in Sri Lanka
drew India in to play the role of a mediator,
initially, and that of an active player, later, in the
attempt to resolve the vexatious ethnic problem.
It was such a complex relationship that led to the
signing of the Indo-Lanka Accord of 1987 and the
consequent 13th Amendment (13A) to Sri Lanka’s
Constitution, creating a new layer of government
— Provincial Councils — and granting it limited
autonomy. At that time, the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP) — the party to which Sri Lankan
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake belongs —
was among those which opposed the Accord and
the Amendment. According to critics, the two
were considered to be impositions of India on Sri
Lanka.

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),
which was another critic and then the most
important Tamil force, was not happy with the
settlement formula. The LTTE was for the
division of Sri Lanka and the creation of a Tamil
Eelam (encompassing the Tamil-majority
Northern and Eastern provinces), an idea that
India can never agree with.

India’s nudges on 13A

Despite the passage of over 35 years, the crucial
Amendment has not yet been given a fair trial,
especially in the Tamil-speaking areas of Sri
Lanka, even though the Provincial Councils, there
in most parts of the country, functioned between
1988 and 2019.

Successive Indian leaders have been urging
their Sri Lankan counterparts for the “early, full
or effective implementation” of 13A. In fact, when
India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar met

]

T. Ramakrishnan

The JVP’s
leaders must
stop viewing
the Provincial
Councils as a
‘creation of
India’; the
people of

Sri Lanka
deserve better

Mr. Dissanayake in Colombo in early October
2024 to invite him formally to visit India, he too
referred to this much-used phrase.

But, the absence of any explicit reference to
the Amendment in Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s public remarks during Mr. Dissanayake’s
state visit to New Delhi in December 2024 has
raised the question whether India has begun
distancing itself from the issue of the
implementation of 13A. Even though it is too early
to arrive at any conclusion, as Mr. Modi did call
for “fully implementing the Constitution of Sri
Lanka and conducting the Provincial Council
elections”, one is tempted to recall the suggestion
made by Mr. Jaishankar, in his capacity as Foreign
Secretary, in February 2017, to the now-defunct
Tamil National Alliance to move beyond the
merger issue. The Northern and Eastern
provinces had remained together nearly for 20
years till the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka
annulled such an arrangement in October 2006.

Mr. Modi’s silence is to be viewed against the
backdrop of the JVP’s traditional position on the
Amendment. It is not yet clear whether Sri
Lanka’s ruling coalition of the JVP-led National
People’s Power (NPP) still favours the repeal of
the Amendment.

While Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister Harini
Amarasuriya told The Island in February 2023
that “we [NPP] believe that it [13A] should be
implemented but we have a debate whether it
could be a tenable solution for the national
problem”, Mr. Dissanayake, in his campaign in
Jaffna a few months ago for the parliamentary
polls, did not touch upon the issues of greater
power devolution and a political settlement to the
ethnic question. The only reference to devolution
was found in the NPP manifesto during the
September 2024 presidential poll, wherein the
coalition had assured people that there would be
anew constitution “that strengthens democracy
and ensures equality of all citizens”.

Local bodies are no substitute

While pointing out that the incomplete
constitutional reform process, which began in
2015, would be built upon, the manifesto talked
of a “devolution of political and administrative
power to every local government, district and
province” and holding elections “within a year”
to provincial councils and local bodies “which are
currently postponed indefinitely”. If the political
discourse in Sri Lanka is any indication, elections

to the local authorities may take place sooner
rather than later.

There is nothing wrong in holding the
elections to the local bodies, which have a much
longer history in Sri Lanka than the provincial
councils. However, the rulers should be under no
illusion that however efficient they may be, local
bodies are no substitutes for the provincial
councils. As in many other countries, the local
self governments in Sri Lanka too are hardly
equipped to solve all the problems being thrown
up by growing urbanisation on the one hand and
other issues such as limited sources of own
revenue and high dependence on fiscal transfers
on the other. This is why the layer of provincial
councils becomes essential to address many of
the issues.

It was not without reason that the interim
report of the Steering Committee of the
Constitutional Assembly, in September 2017,
pointed to the wide consensus among Chief
Ministers, Provincial Councils, and various panels
of the Assembly, that provinces be recognised as
the primary unit of devolution.

The people and a deal

It is time that the JVP’s leaders stop viewing the
Provincial Councils as a creation of India, as, after
all, any constitutional concept, in the
contemporary period, is an outcome of
palimpsest. This holds good for the Accord and
13A too, which were produced through an
evolutionary process that involved the scrutiny of
a number of proposals at different levels in the
two countries during 1983-87. Also, Sri Lanka’s
three Constitutions — the Soulbury Constitution
0f 1948 and two Republican Constitutions of 1972
and 1978 — were drafted, based on the British,
American and French systems of government.
The ruling coalition would do well to keep in
mind that the people of Sri Lanka, known for
their democratic spirit and effecting the
transition of power mostly through the ballot
box, deserve a deal that is in tune with their
character.

The NPP, which commands a two-thirds
majority in Parliament with an extremely popular
President, has the golden opportunity now to
find a durable solution to the ethnic problem,
which is an offshoot of a combination of
economic and political factors.

ramakrishnan.t@thehindu.co.in
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An Opportunity to Settle Sri Lanka’s Ethnic Problem
HelehT HY SATHT TATIT AR FT Th HaW

India’s move to name the Jaffna Cultural Centre after the Tamil poet-
philosopher, Thiruvalluvar, is a symbolic gesture by New Delhi to
reinforce the unbreakable bond with Sri Lanka.

R & ATHT EHias Hg 1 affie Hia-grifas, Reaeday & am
W @A F FgA a5 fGeeh g@NT ANed & Y 3R a4l N A
&t ¥ fav e gydllwcas: sART B

e When sections of Sri Lankan Tamils were agitated over the omission of ‘Jaffna’ in the
Centre’s nomenclature, the Indian authorities swiftly corrected it.

oI SIS AR & S qEIT A g & AHIOT H SMGAT B o W WA e
forar, A s s IR & STt € 58 S R

e ltis now called the “Jaffna Thiruvalluvar Cultural Centre,” a recent landmark built by
the Indian government.

TS gl Hiel HT IeR §

o Bilateral ties between the two South Asian neighbors are significant, having a shared
history and culture.

ar gfayor TR ISRt & di9 gfavsl @9 Agcaye’ §, S amen sfasw 3k
TEHia

e Since the 1983 anti-Tamil pogrom in Sri Lanka, political relations have undergone
significant changes, with India playing the role of mediator and later, an active player.

1983 & st # affier A & & a1g, TorEhfas Feut 7 Agcayet dRads 3T g,

e sRa o AvgEy 3R ag 7 afra Qe $r fFew Fems)

e This led to the signing of the Indo-Lanka Accord of 1987 and the 13th Amendment
(13A) to Sri Lanka’s Constitution, creating Provincial Councils and granting them
limited autonomy.

Y 1987 FT ARA-ANerwr Fastar 3R sNeer & Gfaeans 7 1391 FeiresT (13A) g3,

Sraet i aRwel &1 a1ea frar amar 3k 378 diffa waraar & S|

e At that time, the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), the party to which Sri Lankan
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake belongs, opposed the Accord and the
Amendment.

39 @AY, Jadt RAFT wHa (JVp), 9w ardl @ sidss wsgufad 3R FAR
fSrares geftia 8, @ GaAsiia 3R Fiee T fader fhar o

e Ciritics considered the Indo-Lanka Accord and the 13th Amendment as impositions of
India on Sri Lanka.
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HTelTaehl & HRA-AAieiehT FAFIAT 3 1337 WeNereT ! AR g Aeet X A 718 <ot
AT

e The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), another critic and the most important
Tamil force, was not happy with the settlement formula.

affe e AfFa g (LTTE), t& 307 3Mdas 3R §e8 Agcaqul dfftel dmed,
FAST & Bl ¥ Ger A8 a1

e The LTTE advocated for the division of Sri Lanka and the creation of Tamil Eelam.
India disagrees with this idea.

LTTE o st &7 f3ometar 3R affer §aar s @ator o1 a#@da Far a1 9Ra 58
faR @ wgHd 78 B

o Despite the passage of over 35 years, the 13th Amendment has not been fully
implemented, especially in the Tamil-speaking areas of Sri Lanka.

35 st & 3t FAY dclel & STao(g, 1397 AT GAY & & Aol & affrer st
A H U e ¥ o] o1 fohar amm gl

e Provincial Councils functioned between 1988 and 2019, but the amendment has not
been fully implemented.

wichr aRwe 1988 @ 2019 T & AT TaT, eifehe] TR &1 G g ¥ e gl
R I &1

e Successive Indian leaders have been urging their Sri Lankan counterparts for the “early,
full, or effective implementation” of 13A.

TR HRAT AT3it & 379a7 Sfeleprs FAFEN ¥ 13A & “IRfAF, qob a1 garmdh
FHTTaIA” AT AL AT g

e In October 2024, India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar met Mr. Dissanayake
in Colombo, where he referred to the phrase for the implementation of 13A.

3eFgel 2024 #, AR & fager #f vH. FIUH o Freat A A Bewreras @ gorera
&1, 78T 3eiel 13A & FATeadT & [oIT 3T I HT eo@ haT|

e However, the absence of any explicit reference to the 13th Amendment in Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's public remarks during Mr. Dissanayake’s state visit to New
Delhi in December 2024 raised questions.

gTeTifeh, TemeTaEt a%g A & R & a8 e Uo7 SR & it 13ar T &t
TYSE 3ol o gl ¥ TaTT 36 &

e It remains unclear whether the JVP-led National People’s Power (NPP) still favors the
repeal of the Amendment.

g TISC 81 ¢ Toh JVP-Aqed Tl Aveel NYew qray (NPP) 1 37ef oft wanerer hr
fofea &1 qad= § ar 7

Sri Lanka’s Ethnic Problem and India’s Role

Aerr @t ST THET AR AR B AT
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o SriLanka’s Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya said in February 2023 that NPP
believes 13A should be implemented but there is a debate on whether it could be a
tenable solution for the national problem.

Aierat A guTeTEA FReA IFERAT F HREd 2023 F Fer F el A ¥
13T &I A fFar Se fRe, AffeT IE IS FAET & fAT v Sk @AY @
HHT § A E, FH W T &

e Mr. Dissanayake, in his parliamentary campaign in Jana, did not address issues of
greater power devolution or a political settlement.

AT BEEERF F 39w S A FENT AT TOR F SR, wftw afFaat F
st a1 TeEfas gAY ) wg feoquly ST fi

e The NPP manifesto during the September 2024 presidential election assured a new
constitution that would strengthen democracy and ensure equality of all citizens.

fder 2024 & wegufay gama & She vardid & aiwores F v AU Gl @7
3mearHe faaT T, St AwdT F ASqy Fn 3R g AR F v wHEr
glafaa wm

e The manifesto talks about devolution of power to local governments, districts, and

provinces, and holding elections within a year to provincial councils and local
bodies, which are currently postponed indefinitely.

YUY F TN THRT, forat 3T wiar & afFaat & gearavr 3k o af &
HieR widhsr aRwel st vl PFrl & gaat & a7 ; 718 § O adww 7
FARTaFET T § Tfa 3 ar = B

e Local bodies are no substitutes for provincial councils as they are less equipped to
handle problems arising from urbanization and limited sources of revenue.

T e 9 aRwel &1 [fFeT 787 ) ga Fife 3 agdievor i Hifaa
TSIET Wal ¥ 3cUeT FATABT FT AN & [0 &7 F&TH7 B T

e The 2017 interim report of the Steering Committee of the Constitutional Assembly
showed consensus that provinces should be recognized as the primary unit of
devolution.

e @ Y weteee wfAfY @ 2017 Y afer RO #F 37 weafa RaEE w$ €
& gidl & afFaal & geaiaRor A W@ 5HFE F T F AT S AR

o JVP leaders should stop viewing Provincial Councils as creations of India, as they
resulted from an evolutionary process between the two countries.

St sanst F i aRwEl F HRT f GoAcHASAT F T H q@AT 9§ F &A1
aIfeT, Fife T =1 2f & T v RwmeAs gk &1 aRona §)
e Sri Lanka’s three constitutions—Soulbury Constitution (1948), Republican

Constitutions (1972, 1978)—were drafted based on British, American, and French
systems.

sherpr & i afue—arasd @faee (1948), IVRTeT w@faener (1972, 1978)—ffeqr,
IFANF 3wl g yonforat X menRa &
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e The NPP, with a two-thirds majority and a popular President, now has the opportunity
to find a durable solution to the ethnic problem, which stems from a mix of economic
and political factors.

vordid), S g & faers sgaAd AR v T sgafa @, I ST aaear &
UF TR WA @S FT IJAW Wod FGH ¢, N 3dF SR aeehfas aeat w1
fosror 21

SC relaxes condition
for appointment of
ad hoc judges to HCs

|GS Paper II: Judiciary

NEW DELHI

A Special Bench of the Su-
preme Court headed by
Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna on Thursday re-
laxed a condition that ad
hoc judges can be appoint-
ed to State High Courts on-
ly if their judicial vacancies
crossed 20% of the sanc-
tioned strength.

The condition was im-
posed four years ago by the
Supreme Court in an April
2021 judgment in the Lok
Prahari versus Union of In-
dia case.

Growing caseload

The Special Bench, also
comprising Justices B.R.
Gavai and Surya Kant, two
of the senior-most puisne
judges of the top court,
passed the order keeping
in mind the urgent need to
curb the growing case
pendency.

Article 224A of the Con-
stitution provides for the
appointment of retired
High Court judges as ad
hoc judges.

The Bench said an ad
hoc judge could accompa-
ny a sitting High Court

—

judge on a Division Bench
to hear criminal appeals.
The number of ad hoc
judges must not exceed
10% of the sanctioned judi-
cial strength of a High
Court. That would mean at
least two to five ad hoc
judges could be appointed
to a High Court.

The High Courts have
over 60 lakh cases pend-
ing, of which nearly 20
lakh are criminal appeals.

Other conditions enum-
erated in the 2021 judg-
ment for appointing ad hoc
judges to High Courts in-
clude if cases in a particu-
lar category were pending
for over five years, if 10% of
the pendency had crossed
five years, and if percen-
tage of the rate of disposal
was lower than the institu-
tion of fresh cases.

SC relaxes condition for
appointment of ad hoc judges to
HCs

39 AT A EARY =iy
#r gfFa #r adl F gler FE F §
dIed

« A Special Bench of the Supreme
Court headed by Chief Justice of India
Sanjiv Khanna on Thursday relaxed a
condition that ad hoc judges can be
appointed to State High Courts only if
their judicial vacancies crossed 20% of
the sanctioned strength.

TeaR F HARA & AT ~AATeher Faia
GeeAT Y HEaTAT arell Foller I dr faew
95 ¥ ¥ o PAIf¥a & § & w7 39w
FarTerdt 7 et Famareiet fr g
dsit @ wct § 99 3ah =R¥F RiFaar
20% & Ifa=F g Sre|

e  The condition was imposed four years ago by the
Supreme Court in an April 2021 judgment in the Lok
Prahari versus Union of India case.

Ig I IR GIT Gga 3 2021 & AF T S
R |G AFCT H FNA FIEF Haa 7 omg 75 A
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Growing caseload

amg&rraiﬁamaﬁanaﬁsr

The Special Bench, also comprising Justices B.R. Gavai and Surya Kant, passed the
order keeping in mind the urgent need to curb the growing case pendency.

Ry dis, orest Famfd MR, 798 3k gF Fa sl afAT S ad N A e w®
dﬁamaﬁwmﬁ@rmmmaﬁiwﬁwﬁgv%aﬁwm

R

Article 224A of the Constitution provides for the appointment of retired High Court
judges as ad hoc judges.

AU F1 H[eda 224A afaga 3o~ Sl Ht 3eArRh st &
¥ # g F@ F gaue g

The Bench said an ad hoc judge could accompany a sitting High Court judge on a
Division Bench to hear criminal appeals.

fie o T fh ITARN ~armeer R 88 §U 3T STy FgTeier ary @sdis &
T Hhd & 3R BleegdY srdiell 1 goAars Y d@hd gl

The number of ad hoc judges must not exceed 10% of the sanctioned judicial
strength of a High Court.

3Tt Freer B FEar fRE 3T Feed f FHigd Sae §8d F 10% &
30w e gl anfeel

That would mean at least two to five ad hoc judges could be appointed to a High
Court.

SHHT Aded ¢ for fhdll 30 AT & 7 ¥ &7 a1 § g ARt g Hr
g & o Fadr B

The High Courts have over 60 lakh cases pending, of which nearly 20 lakh are
criminal appeals.

3T~ A 60 @ @ 3’8 AFS dfaad g, T & oenerer 20 a@ wlagry
el €

Other conditions enumerated in the 2021 judgment for appointing ad hoc judges to
High Courts include:

2021 & %uer H 3T SAATCAT H FEAT ST B YT & v e
enfaer &
o Ifcases in a particular category were pending for over five years.
g et Ry Aoft & A g a¥ & A0 &fva £
o If 10% of the pendency had crossed five years.
i ifad AT FT 10% 9 a¥ & 3™ g7 =7 gl

o Ifthe percentage of the rate of disposal was lower than the institution of
fresh cases.

e fagerst i eX &1 gfaerd A¢ A i TEI ¥ FALI
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Philippines to remove U.S. missile
system if China stops ‘sea aggression’

China had demanded the removal of the missile system, claiming it incites geopolitical confrontation and an arms race; the

missile system was repositioned closer to Manila to enhance military readiness amid Philippines’ rising tensions with China

GS Paper lI: Global
Politics

MANILA

hilippine President
P Ferdinand Marcos

Jr. offered on Fri-
day to remove a U.S. mis-
sile system from the Philip-
pines if China halts what
he called its “aggressive
and coercive behaviour” in
the disputed South China
Sea.

The U.S. Army installed
the Typhon mid-range mis-
sile system in the northern
Philippines in April last
year to support what the
long-time treaty allies de-
scribed as training for joint
combat readiness.

China has repeatedly
demanded that the Philip-
pines remove the missile

Hard stance: Chinese President Xi Jinping and Philippine President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. during a ceremony in Beijing in 2023. AP

system, saying it was “incit-
ing geopolitical confronta-
tion and an arms race”.
Asked by reporters
about China’s criticism of
the missile system, Mr.
Marcos said he did not un-

derstand the Chinese posi-
tion because the Philip-
pines does not comment
on China’s missile systems
which “are a thousand
times more powerful than
what we have”.

“Let’s make a deal with
China: Stop claiming our
territory, stop harassing
our fishermen and let
them have a living, stop
ramming our boats, stop
water cannoning our peo-
ple, stop firing lasers at us
and stop your aggressive
and coercive behaviour,
and we’ll return the ty-
phon missiles,” Mr. Marcos
told reporters.

Chinese officials did not
immediately comment on
the Philippine leader’s
remarks.

The U.S. Army’s mobile
Typhon missile system,
which consists of a launch-
er and at least 16 Standard
Missile-6 and Tomahawk
Land Attack Missiles, was
repositioned about two

weeks ago from the north-
ern Philippines to a strateg-
ic area nearer the capital,
Manila, in consultation
with Philippine defence of-
ficials, a senior Philippine
official said.

The Philippine official,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity because of a
lack of authority to discuss
the sensitive issue in pu-
blic, said the U.S. missile
system is now nearer an
area where Chinese and
Philippine coast guard and
Navy forces have been in-
volved in increasingly
tense face-offs in the South
China Sea. Tomahawk mis-
siles can travel over 1,600
km, which puts parts of
mainland China within
their range.

Philippines to remove U.S. missile system if China stops ‘sea
aggression’

freidte s Pramge vomelt gerwem Iy € wad

HTHAT Vel &

China had demanded the removal of the missile system, claiming it
incites geopolitical confrontation and an arms race.

iﬁﬁ#ﬁwmaﬁwﬁaﬁmﬁeﬂ,wmmgﬁvw
Tl e R gRARY A gls 1 gemar &ar ¥

e The missile system was repositioned closer to Manila to enhance military readiness
amid the Philippines’ rising tensions with China.
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framser yomeht @ welter & F09 g TuRRa frar wn, o e At @ weea
fham ST @k, it el 3R DT & I deTid 9¢ @7 &l

e Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. offered on Friday to remove a U.S.
missile system from the Philippines if China halts its aggressive and coercive
behaviour in the South China Sea.

frelidier & wegufay widds aefa e A qFar w1 Fer & afe D affror e
ARR #3791 TS 3T STEEEdr arall T&AT AT g, ar 3 AN Aase gomelt
A g & T IR §

e The U.S. Army installed the Typhon mid-range missile system in April last year in
the northern Philippines for joint combat readiness training.

AR A1 7 e Ao w1 eRga As-ter PaEe yomel & 3adr fheldia #
T foRaT o ged gy TRIeTor & o

e China has repeatedly demanded that the Philippines remove the missile system,
saying it was inciting geopolitical confrontation and an arms race.

ﬁa#m—mmﬁ%ﬁ;wmmm,wmg%a@s{-
Tasifa® eFaa 3N sRARY i s = seEr &ar &

e Marcos responded by saying that China's missile systems are far more powerful
than what the Philippines has.

A A SarT 7 & fia i Baga yoreh geR I sftew afFdare &, S
frelidie & o B

e Marcos proposed a deal, asking China to stop claiming Philippine territory,
harassing fishermen, ramming boats, using water cannons, firing lasers, and
coercive actions in exchange for removing the Typhon missiles.

AT & TH GHSA HT gFad @1, T A & elidig fir STl 9T grar H3a,
AGART FT AT FIAT, A&l HT TFFL ARGAT, X FoTel FT 3TANT FIAT, Ao BT
FAT AR FTaRGEA P FRATS Uched & Teol TFEA AATSAT Y FE AT ST HeT 5|

e Chinese officials did not immediately respond to Marcos' remarks.
@i & el a awfe i Roaolt w i@ #:1§ afafear a8

e The U.S. Army’s mobile Typhon missile system consists of a launcher and at least
16 Standard Missile-6 and Tomahawk Land Attack Missiles.

AN A1 Fr A TG AW oIl H v dAfeww IR FA F FA 16 ¥
fAaga-6 3R Al ds tw AuEe A €1
e The missile system was recently repositioned closer to Manila where Chinese and

Philippine coast guard and navy forces are facing rising tensions in the South China
Sea.

framser yomelt @1 g & F weltem & Fha G TR R @, st e ik
fredte 1 ae e I e gat & o afdror AT aER A o 96 @

e Tomahawk missiles have a range of over 1,600 km, bringing parts of mainland
China within their range.
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clagie fAamgal #r ARE amar 1,600 fFelt @ siftw ¢, e 7ew of i & 7o
Redt gt g #F am o §
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Sweden Koran burner shot
dead, foreign link suspected

GS Paper lll: Environment

Agence France-Presse

STOCKHOLM

An Iraqi refugee in Sweden
who repeatedly burned
the Koran in 2023, spark-
ing outrage in Muslim
countries, has been shot
dead south of Stockholm,
investigators  said on
Thursday, with Sweden’s
Prime Minister suggesting
“a foreign power” might
have been involved.
Prosecutor Rasmus
Oman said an investigation
had been opened into the
murder of 38-year-old Sal-
wan Momika and that five
people had been arrested.
“We’re in the very early
stages... Five people have
been detained suspected

Salwan Momika

of involvement in the
crime,” Mr. Oman said.

Prime Minister Ulf Kris-
tersson told presspersons:
“Security services are
deeply involved in this be-
cause there is obviously a
risk that there is also a link
to foreign power.”

A Stockholm court had
been due to rule on Thurs-

day whether Momika was
guilty of inciting ethnic
hatred but said it had post-
poned its ruling until Fe-
bruary 3 as a result of his
death.

Police responded late
on Wednesday to a call
about a shooting in an
apartment building in So-
dertalje, where Momika
lived. There they found a
man who had been shot,
and who later died in hos-
pital, a statement said.

“I'm next on the list,”
Salwan Najem, who was al-
so charged for “agitation
against an ethnic group”,
wrote on X after Momika’s
death, telling Swedish me-
dia that he had received
death threats.

Sweden Koran burner
shot dead, foreign link
suspected

iz ® FUG ST are
gfeda $r goar, Rgad w3t
T 3TAFT

An Iraqi refugee in Sweden
who repeatedly burned the
Koran in 2023, sparking
outrage in Muslim countries,
has been shot dead south of
Stockholm.

Tdsd # U ST oMY,
forwa 2023 & IR-aR FI0AT
Srerr, s e quf &

TERT BT, F TSFGT F AT H el AR & TS

e Investigators said that an investigation has been opened into the murder of 38-year-
old Salwan Momika.

Sraehcii3il & gl foh 38 affr werarer MfAFT A goar & S YE H TS T
e Five people have been arrested in connection with the crime.
IR F 3 9t dter RRAR e 7w g

e Prosecutor Rasmus Oman mentioned that they are in the very early stages of the
investigation.

THINSTh THHE AT 7 Fam 6 3 S & agd IRfAF IRor 7 g
e Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson suggested a foreign power might be involved.
yUTAEA 3o freeaa o goa A & sad el afFa @ ey g whar B

e The Stockholm court had been due to rule on whether Momika was guilty of inciting
ethnic hatred but postponed its ruling until February 3 due to his death.
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FEIHEIH HIC Pl Tg T LT AT Toh AT AAKRT AT GO hollad &1 SIS AT, Afehed
3oThl BT & HRUT 3D AT 3 B dh TUT a GIr arm|

o Police responded late on Wednesday to a call about a shooting in an apartment
building in Sodertalje, where Momika lived.

gford & QAR 3T Td A Wedest A T IareaAe RAfeser F Melardy & e &1 Sfaa
fea, Ser AfFAw w|a i

e There they found a man who had been shot, and he later died in the hospital.
gl 3eglel Teh SATFA T JMell &1 §T 914, 3R I8 o1g H 3l # Fd &

e Salwan Najem, who was also charged for "agitation against an ethnic group”, wrote on
X after Momika’s death.

Herare AT, 5 "SI §Hg & W Saoler thellel ol 81 3R AT, o AlfAT 6
Ald & &g X W) forgr|

e He mentioned that he had received death threats.

3egle IaraT & 30g Aig A aAfHAT AT T oA

Stockholm Conference (1972) - The First Environmental Summit
TEIFEIH TFATA (1972) - Ugall TRV @ aFada

e The United Nations Conference on the Human Environment (UNCHE), also known
as the Stockholm Conference, was held in Stockholm, Sweden, from June 5to
June 16, 1972.

sfaefe geasfa: wgad Uvg Ad qAavor FFACE (UNCHE) ot wefemgia
FFAS T gl ST §, 59T § 16 ST 1972 e ISl & FlhgiA H Ao
fopar arar |

e Significance:

o Itwas the first global environmental conference, addressing the need for
international cooperation on environmental issues.

o Led to the formation of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
in 1972.

o Adopted the Stockholm Declaration, which laid down 26 principles focusing
on sustainable development and environmental protection.

o Itdeclared June 5 as World Environment Day, which is now celebrated
globally.

o The conference emphasized the “Polluter Pays Principle”, holding industries
accountable for environmental damages.

Hgcd:

o IF Ugem s TTERer FEHee o, e qafeRei Aegr W AR
HEIET I 3MGIThdT I FIAR THAT|

o FH GFHC & YRUTHESEY §IFd A6E GATEGIOT FRFH (UNEP) 1 TAT10=11
1972 7 S|
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o TEIHEA TN 39S 15, foraa 26 Rgwia afAe & S dad faemg 3R
TITROT EI&TOT N Hfgd A

o 59T F fareg wateRor Raw s &9 & Mf¥T fhar a4, 99 319 aREs &R
W HATIT ST B

o HFEH o “Ye¥F A AU’ (Polluter Pays Principle) &I 81 319,
forad et o gty a1fa & o saerly sgaar o=

e Key Outcomes:
o Environmental Awareness: Raised global awareness about environmental

degradation.

o International Cooperation: Encouraged developing countries to balance
economic growth and environmental sustainability.

o Legislative Frameworks: Inspired national governments to frame
environmental laws and policies.

qET IROMH:

o YATEROT SATTERAT: 3f¥aeh TR WX TATAOMY &RUT & §R H SAETRhdl 67|

o HAWSET FgAwT: Femraefier 2t A e e 3R gafawehy ferar &
e Aot S & fow aRa R

o fumdt grEm Td AR A G Fegr 3R A #® AR e &
fore aRa i

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) — 2001
FEIHEIH FFAAT (2001) - FUrf Sifde yqwal (POPs) WX ®HSAIT
e Alegally binding global treaty adopted in May 2001 to protect human health and the
environment from hazardous chemicals called Persistent Organic Pollutants
(POPs).
e Entered into force on May 17, 2004.
e Focused on eliminating or restricting 12 highly toxic chemicals, also known as the
"Dirty Dozen" (e.g., DDT, dioxins, PCBSs).
Ig FT &7
o JEAE 2001 H HUATS 5 Ueh dunferes ¥ & aegdry dARgw @i g, oraar 3egeT
Uil A% gguHl (POPs) & Aleld T 3R qATaT0T T &1 L= &l
o 17 AE 2004 & THTET 'g’él
o 3OH 12 3% fald e & AT R A7 9fAEfd R W e I I,

foeg "5t saa (39, 32, sfFaa, diie)) @ Srar gl

¢ India’s Role:
o India ratified the Convention on January 13, 2006.
o The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) launched
regulations under the Environment Protection Act, 1986 to phase out POPs.
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o The Union Cabinet approved a ban on seven additional hazardous
chemicals in October 2020.

HRA A AT

o ¥R o 3H &Y Fr 13 Feradl 2006 H Y FHl

o TN, g 3R STeary IRacde HATeRI (MOEFCC) = UTavoT HI&Tor
fafega, 1986 & dgd POPs &l TRUNCY dileh & FATCT & & fv
[GREEECIY

o FgET 2020 F &y TR o 7 FfaRed GaRarF W= @ Tfdetr oETe @
AT &

Stockholm+50 (2022) - 50th Anniversary of the Stockholm Conference
TEIFEIA+50 (2022) - TEIFIA FAAS F1 50dT a¥ers

e Whatis It?
o A special UN meeting held on June 2-3, 2022, in Stockholm, Sweden.
o Celebrated 50 years of environmental action since the 1972 conference.
o Theme: “A Healthy Planet for the Prosperity of All - Our Responsibility,
Our Opportunity.”

TE FAT 7

o U 2-3 T 2022 T TCIhgIH, TS H IS Teh AT HIFT TS S5
|

o 3TN 1972 F WFAA & d1¢ & 50 quT 1 qATaRoiiT HFRAE S AATTI

o U "wlt & AR F AT v Ty TF - AN FFACHY, AR e

¢ Key Outcomes:
o Reaffirmed commitments to the Paris Agreement (2015) and Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).
o Called for increased climate finance and phasing out of fossil fuels.
o Highlighted biodiversity conservation, circular economy, and carbon
neutrality.

qET IROTH:

o URE @AEla (2015) 3R @ad fawrE @&t (SDGs) & ufa gfdeeyar gewrs
TS|

o Sreary faadryor 3R Sfard §ual F WOEEYH T ¥ AT FIA 1 JTedrd
fohar I

o otg Rftar wator, aRUT rdegawyr, 3R FET deryarw AR fer |
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Shubh hu Shuklat .
ot NASAs aroma Shubhanshu Shukla to pilot

tion (ISS).
Mr. Shukla, who is also one of
the four astronaut-designates se-

mission to ISS NASAs Axiom-4 mission to ISS
QA'S:ITQA' QW oTHT 3'7 ’GS Paper lll: S&T |

P-4 AT & BENGALURU

idelc m, Eﬂ' Indian astronaut Group Captain

Shubhanshu Shukla will be the pi-

HI%'QW & faT ag'n' lot of the upcoming Axiom-4 mis-

sion to the International Space Sta-

Indian astronaut Group

lected for Gaganyaan mission, will
become the first Indian astronaut
to go to the ISS. The mission will
be launched from Florida.

Captain Shubhanshu Shukla will be the pilot of the upcoming
Axiom-4 mission to the International Space Station (ISS).

AT IaReT AT I Foee T YFa AeMmeAT MFera-4 e
& gIde g1, S AARTSAT Aaier s (3msvaed) & favw ghm

e Shubhanshu Shukla is also one of the four astronaut-designates selected for the

Gaganyaan mission.

AT YT AT AT & fov wafeid ar sfafer IE-PuiRad @ o= &)

e He will become the first Indian astronaut to go to the ISS.

9 TETHTH ST dlel Tl ARAT 3AReT I daidr|
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e The mission will be launched from Florida.

Ig A FREr O afea forar sream|

India heading to middle
income trap, 50% of people
live on X150 a day: Congress

GS Paper lll:
THEconomy

NEW DELHI

Ahead of the Union Bud-
get, the Congress on Thurs-
day released a “Real State
of the Economy” report,
stating that India is heading
straight into the “middle
income trap which will
make the economy uncom-
petitive and underproduc-
tive globally”.

The report, released by
former Finance Minister P.
Chidambaram at the party
office, has been compiled
by AICC research depart-
ment chairperson M.V. Ra-
jeev Gowda and his team.

“Briefly, the economy is
in a slowdown and that
cannot be denied at all. Ho-
wever much the govern-
ment may try to do so, the
economy is in a slowdown
and maybe it has fallen up
to 2% of the previous years’
growth,” Mr. Chidambaram
said at a joint press confe-
rence with Mr. Gowda and

P. Chidambaram

party spokesperson Supri-
ya Shrinate.

He noted that no new
jobs are being created,
wages are stagnant while
food, education and
healthcare inflation are in
double digits. “There is
huge inequality... About
50% of India’s population
live on 100 to %150 a day,”
he said.

‘Modi slump’

“Ever since demonetisa-
tion and GST, the economy
is in a slump and this Modi
slump, as you may want to
call it, is now the new nor-
mal. This has become 6%

oS "qrediae e fRgfar
I "HET HT I & AT H ST @7 ¢, 5 dRgGFd Tav G rA<qaeqT Al
svfaeast it srfRswRa aar am

e The report was released by former Finance Minister P. Chidambaram at the party
office, and compiled by AICC research department chairperson M.V. Rajeev Gowda
and his team.

or so as the average rate
and, at this rate, we are
straight into what econo-
mists call the middle in-
come trap... Essentially, we
will be a middle income
country, underproductive
and uncompetitive global-
ly,” Mr. Gowda said while
sharing highlights of the re-
port titled What Happened
to Growth.

Such economic under-
performance robs millions
of the Constitution’s pro-
mise of a more just, prospe-
rous and equal future, the
party said. “But the Modi
government appears fo-
cused on enriching his co-
terie of corporate suppor-
ters. In 2019, it announced
a massive tax cut for corpo-
rations, but the private sec-
tor has not stepped up in-
vestment. Common people
and small businesses conti-
nue to be burdened with
punitive taxes on fuel and
an extractive GST regime,”
said the report.

India heading to
middle income trap,
50% of people live on
¥150 a day:
Congress

HRd HET 31T I &
STl # BEa #ir 3R
9% IET &, 50% aar
%150 gfa et v S
& HEg

Ahead of the Union
Budget, the Congress
released a "Real State
of the Economy" report,
stating that India is
heading straight into
the “middle income
trap”, which will make
the economy
uncompetitive and
underproductive
globally.

T g9 ¥ 9gd, FA

R i A, 9w I8 Fer T F ARG
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Rate &1 arél swratery 7 qd g &= &, Rdawwra sl o, 3 58 AlCC seqauTe
fsmar & 3rewer M.V. Teiia 3ter 3R 361 &9 o Feeford |

e According to Chidambaram, the economy is in a slowdown and cannot be denied. He
mentioned that the economy may have fallen up to 2% of the previous year's growth.

Rgaa & 3R, 3dcgaear A A § AR 58 FARRT FE ST Hehell| Segial Fel foh
FFcgaedr Moo A i g5fr ¥ 2% aF TR T g
e No new jobs are being created, wages are stagnant, and food, education, and

healthcare inflation are in double digits. 50% of India’s population live on ¥100 to
¥150 a day.

T VSR AL FiAa & W@ &, Aol R g, 31K ey, Rew 3R sy dwsma
HEME ey 37 7 &1 9RA Y 50% STTEEAr €100 ¥ 150 Uid f&eT 9 Shaer e
W@ g

o Gowda referred to the situation as the "Modi slump", stating that since
demonetisation and GST, the economy has been in a slump, and it is now the new
normal.

atera 50 fEAfa &\ # e, Sad Fer 1 F Aedd 3R GST & s 7,
3YgaEAT FHE H ¢ 3R 39 Tg AT AT a7 AT g

e He said that India is heading straight into the middle income trap, becoming
underproductive and uncompetitive globally.

3oglel el [F ARg @Y JAET 3T T F AT T 3N 9¢ @ &, 31N ARGE 'R w
yfewfaa 3 smfaeast g sreem)

e Economic underperformance robs millions of the Constitution’s promise of a more
just, prosperous, and equal future.

MAF FAHaar d@l A9 F WRU F g T IRT W N g A vF 3¥F
=AY, HHCH 3R AW HfTST &7 §
e The report states that the Modi government is focused on enriching its coterie of

corporate supporters, with tax cuts for corporations announced in 2019, but the private
sector has not stepped up investment.

Rae & @gr aram § o A TFR 39 FARe FHAR & A F AHCY Tl W
T hiod F T §, 2019 F HUfadl & T T sweldr HT aivor #1775, dfshet fosi
&F o G 9GT T Igel G T g

¢ Common people and small businesses continue to be burdened with punitive taxes on
fuel and an extractive GST regime.

AT AT 3R BIC cITaTT §49 W g8lcA® I AR Th AgIcAS GST SqTEAT &
Yy S 5 gV &
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Middle-Income Trap
HEF-3TT SiTel

e The Middle-Income Trap is an economic condition where a country that has achieved a
certain level of income stagnates and fails to transition into a high-income economy.

HET-3ITT AT Ueh 3T &Ufa § 8T ta ¢ v fAfdad 3 TR 9t i & 9i 383d
FT PR 8 Srar § 3R 3==-3m7 rdegasyr & gRafda a8 & grarl

e This happens when a country loses its competitive edge in low-cost manufacturing but fails
to develop the necessary innovation and productivity to compete with high-income
economies.

VAT d9 8ldT § 39 IS &7 §&d AAr & 319 yfawrueicas seq @ a1 § Jfed Famr
IR IUEHAT T 37 TR W VAT ) & AP T & & I8 3ou-3T rdegaearit O
gfaeqe’ # |

Causes of the Middle-Income Trap
HEI-3TT ST & HROT

e Low Innovation Capacity — Countries struggle to develop high-value industries and rely on
outdated production methods.

FH AAMAR &THAT — O3 ITA-Hed 3¢aqmi & FAAfAT o 7 du¥ wd § 3N [ eureer
i W AR w|a £l

e Weak Institutions & Governance — Poor policies, corruption, and weak rule of law hinder
business growth.

FHAR A 3R T2t — @ A, srser@r 3 FAAR FE FaedT AR [FHw
H Srem sreld g

e Income Inequality — Unequal income distribution can reduce domestic demand and
social mobility.

3T IHATAAT — FHATT 31T Faawor & el #7@7 3R wwnfasw afaefaar & Prrae 3m @
gl

e Lack of Skilled Labor — Education and skill development do not keep pace with
technological advancements.

Fad A7 A FA - e 3R Fhra e de@fd sewfa & e wer 78 Fer ardl

e Overdependence on Exports & Low-Cost Labor — Countries fail to shift from labor-
intensive to capital-intensive and knowledge-based industries.
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o it ¥ o9 X rcafas fveiar — er ser-urer seaii O gelt-yure 3k Are-
FTTRE 3NN #H TAHGRT 8l H 3% & 2

Examples of Countries in the Middle-Income Trap
AEY-3MT STl A GH ST & 3GTE0T

o Brazil & South Africa — Stagnation due to weak industrial policies and political instability.
sreiter 31T gfaror snhieT - FAaR tefe Aifaat it aeEifas sfeuRar & FRoT sgual
e Malaysia & Thailand — Struggles to transition into innovation-driven economies.

Fafrar 3k yrdels — AarR-3raRa rdegarant § TaEaRa 8 & o guv)

How to Overcome the Middle-Income Trap?
ALT-3T AT § FA a1 e Sme?

e Investin Research & Development (R&D) — Promoting high-tech industries and
innovation.

IregaeTe 3R R (R&D) # fader - swa-vleaifady st sk Farm &1 gerar &=

e Improve Education & Skill Development — Focusing on STEM education and vocational
training.
e 3k Fhere Rew & gur - STEM R ik saeaRs 9fieror © eare Sfoa s

e Strengthen Institutions & Governance — Reducing corruption and ensuring business-
friendly policies.

TEE AR AT B ASTF FAT - AR F FA FAT 3R SAMR-3qfe Afaar giafdead

T |

e Encourage High-Value Industries — Shifting from manufacturing to services, digital
economy, and high-tech industries.

3TT-H{d 36ANI H AeaTRd T — AT &7 F da13i, B srdegawdr sk -
St se@t 3R aeeT|

e Enhance Infrastructure & Connectivity — Investing in smart cities, digital infrastructure,
and sustainable urbanization.

giamel o AR FafFefad Ft g G- A e, Bived gAY e 3k waw
gl H A9 ST

India and the Middle-Income Trap
R 3R wET-3m7 ST

e Indiais still in the lower-middle-income category (World Bank classification).

#Ra Il st Tvem-sreaw-ama @9t 7 amar § (T dF FAfavor 3 Hgar)|
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e Strong economic growth, digital economy, and demographic dividend provide an
opportunity to avoid the trap.

Ao fdF gefer, Bfoee sricaaear R SawifEadr amener 36 e & T & 3T
Ueld T &1

o However, challenges like unemployment, inequality, and weak manufacturing need to be
addressed.

gTelifen, ISR, IraATaar HR FAaR Rfasior s gt 1 qarae R s
3METH gl

Maharashtra Reports Three New GBS Cases, Total Count
Hits 130

HENTSE # dlel AT GBS AW, Tl FEAT 130 gl

e Three fresh cases of suspected Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS) were reported in
Pune district of Maharashtra, according to data released by the Public Health
Department on Thursday.

AENTSE & qor et A ey v e d@fey gAT-R P (GBS) & | 3T, Srr
fh IEaR 1 A FaRLT QAT SaRT IR 3ThsT H TArAT 197

e The total number of cases rose to 130. Two deaths have been reported so far, while 20
patients are on ventilator.

%ol HFHA H FEAT 130 A6 GET TS ¥ AT ah a Al gt H g §, Srefen 20 7S
AT £l

e GBSis arare condition that causes sudden numbness and muscle weakness, with
symptoms including severe weakness in the limbs, loose motion, etc.

GBS Ueh getst AR ¢, 51 3ramersh Fearqer AR ATEIRAT F FHSART Yer A &1 58
SA&TON 39 H THR HASN, gFa 3nfe nfaer g

o Bacterial and viral infections generally lead to GBS as they weaken the immunity of
patients, according to doctors.

siorell & 3R, SAew AR o SfEro] 3R are FHAN & HROT g &, it
I T FfARTF &THAT T FHSR T o 81

e Among 130 patients, 73 have been diagnosed as confirmed GBS cases.

130 AfST & & 73 &1 gffe frw aIv GBS AWAET & ®9 A UgHlAT AT B
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e Area-wise distribution of patients:

Maharashtra reports
three new GBS cases,
total count hits 130

The new cases were reported in Pune district; 20 patients are on
ventilator; more water samples sent for chemical and biological analysis

AR AN FT e
o 25 patients from Pune
Municipal
Corporation (PMC)
area.

25 FST g0 TR foare
(PMC) &7 &I

o 74 patients from newly
added villages within
PMC limits.

74 FOS duady Har
g 3T AT IEy I

o 13 patients from
Pimpri Chinchwad
Municipal
Corporation (PCMC).
13 A= ATd-Rwas
IR fAIH (PCMC) &7
aql

o 9 patients from Pune’s
rural areas.

9 7l QO & Fyreior
e

o 9 patients from other
districts.

9 7= 37 et T

o Officials have sent more
water samples for chemical
and biological analysis to the
State Public Health
Laboratory in Pune.

|GS Paper Ill: S&T

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

hree fresh cases of
T suspected Guillain-

Barre  Syndrome
(GBS) were reported in
Pune district of Maharash-
tra, according to data re-
leased by the Public Health
Department on Thursday.

The total number of cas-
es rose to 130. Two deaths
have been reported so far,
while 20 patients are on
ventilator.

GBS is a rare condition
that causes sudden numb-
ness and muscle weakness,
with symptoms including
severe weakness in the
limbs, loose motion, and
so on. Bacterial and viral
infections generally lead to
GBS as they weaken the im-
munity of patients, accord-
ing to doctors.

Among 130 patients, 73
have been diagnosed as
confirmed GBS cases.
Twenty-five patients are

== > i
Medical facilities in Pune have been ramped up by the Maharashtra

government to provide better care to GBS patients. FILE PHOTO

from Pune Municipal Cor-
poration area, 74 from
newly added villages with-
in its limits, 13 from the
Pimpri Chinchwad Munici-
pal Corporation, nine from
Pune’s rural areas, and
nine from other districts.
Officials have sent more
water samples for chemi-
cal and biological analysis
to the State Public Health

Laboratory in the city.

A total of 154 water sam-
ples have been sent to the
laboratory, among which
samples from eight water
sources were found to be
contaminated. A State-le-
vel rapid response team
surveyed 37,803 houses in
the PMC; 9,069 houses in
the PCMC; and 11,373 hous-
es in Pune’s rural areas.

AR & 3w o o e R Sfds favdwor & fov o AF FEreey

JRATRATAT, qOT At &

o Atotal of 154 water samples have been sent to the laboratory, among which samples

from 8 water sources were found to be contaminated.

Fol 154 STl THA TAERMS H A T §, [Se1d & 8 Frer Wl & A Wgf¥a arw 1w

gl

e A State-level Rapid Response Team surveyed:

THh TsI-Fa0T cafila ufafrar da a3 gdetor Fam
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o 37,803 houses in PMC area.

PMC &9 # 37,803 ®RY &7 {d&ToT fhar |
o 9,069 houses in PCMC area.

PCMC &9 & 9,069 ®RY &1 gdetor fmar |

o 11,373 houses in Pune’s rural areas.

got & amefor &Y=t A 11,373 e o1 FfeTor fovam I
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What WHO’s recommendation for
low sodium salt means for India

The WHO released guidelines recommending lower-sodium salt substitutes, essentially including potassium chloride and reducing percentage of
sodium chloride in table salt. This comes after the international body strongly recommended reducing sodium intake to less than 2g a day

IGS Paper lil: S&T

Ramya Kannan

ne of the initial heroes of what

was possibly the most

successful and biggest public

health campaigns in the
country was salt. Introduced, fortified
with iodine, in the 1950s, it marshalled a
public health amelioration that improved
the lives of people across generations,
nearly wiping out iodine deficiency in
India (except in a few hard-to-reach
regions) and its vast array of attendant
problems, including the slowed growth of
children with hypothyroidism. Now, it
seems as if salt’s time has come, once
again, to effect major health changes in
the population, improving the health of
Indians all over again.

The WHO released a set of guidelines
on Sunday recommending the use of
lower-sodium salt substitutes (LSSS),
essentially including potassium chloride
and reducing the percentage of sodium
chloride in table salt. This comes after the
international body strongly
recommended reducing sodium intake to
less than 2 g/day. Notably, the WHO has
proposed to launch this LSSS revolution
from within homes, providing its
recommendations for table salt that is
used in households. The
recommendation does not pertain to salt
used in packaged foods or foods cooked
outside of home. Also, this
recommendation is for adults (not
pregnant women or children) and
excludes individuals with kidney
impairments or with other conditions that
might compromise potassium excretion.

The WHO, however, with this set of
guidelines, is talking to not just the
people, but hopes to address and provide
guidance on the use of low-sodium salt
substitutes for policy-makers, programme
managers, health professionals, and other
stakeholders in their efforts to reduce
sodium intake and reduce the risk of
hypertension and related NCDs through a
range of policy actions and public health
interventions.

Salt’s impact on the body

Why is salt important, and why is it that
salt has again become a vehicle to bring
about sweeping public health behaviour
change. To answer that, we would have to
look at the widespread use of salt, and its
impact on the human body itself. Sodium,
the primary ingredient in salt, hitches a
ride with water and travels the
bloodstream. Sodium forces the body to
retain water and more salt naturally
means more water in the blood vessels,
which increases the pressure, literally and
figuratively. “Reducing salt consumption,
therefore, reduces the load on the system,
by significantly decreasing the volume in
the blood, thus impacting directly,
positively on blood pressure,” says Priya
Chockalingam, founder, Cardiac Wellness
Institute, Chennai. “This is significant,
particularly given the culture in India,
where topping up with salt is almost a
given. If you reduce your consumption of
salt, there is no doubt that it will have an
impact on cardiovascular health and
prevent strokes,” she adds.

Hypertension is also a major risk factor
for atherosclerosis, where fatty deposits
(plaques) build up inside the arteries,
causing them to narrow and harden,
thereby restricting blood flow and
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increasing the risk of getting heart attacks
and stroke. Excessive salt consumption
also leads to vascular stiffness, making
blood vessels less flexible. Potassium also
improves vascular function. “There is no
doubt that any reduction in salt
consumption is good to prevent
atherosclerosis. The benefits of low
sodium salt substitutes are quite wide
ranging, and will bear testing out further
on project mode,” says J.
Amalorpavanathan, vascular surgeon,
and member, Tamil Nadu State Planning
Commission.

The statistics are sobering and if we
truly paid attention to these facts, we
might have as a race decided to leave salt
out of our diets. Globally, each year, 8
million deaths are associated with poor
diets, and of these, 1.9 million are
attributable to high sodium intake. Way
back in 2013, an updated systematic

The WHO recommends limiting sodium intake per person to below 2 grams per day to reduce blood

pressure and risk of cardiovascular diseases. AP

Reducing salt consumption reduces the load on the system. FILE PHOTO

)

While the benefits of a low
sodium salt are plentiful, experts
also caution that upping
potassium intake is not for all,

articularly those with kidney
disease

review of studies (published in the British
Medical Journal), where salt was reduced
by 4.4 g/day for at least 4 weeks found
that systolic blood pressure was reduced
by 4 mmHg and diastolic blood pressure
by 2 mmHg, having a positive impact on
cardiovascular health.

Studies from across the world have
proven this, repeatedly, prompting the
WHO to recommend limiting the sodium
intake per person to below 2 grams per
day 1o reduce blood pressure and risk of
CVDs. Reducing salt consumption is an
effective way to reduce

| noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) such

as cardiovascular diseases (CVDs), and
chronic kidney disease by lowering blood
pressure. It also lowers the risks of other
conditions associated with high sodium
intake, such as gastric cancer, the
guideline says.

The Chennai-based Sapiens Health
Foundation, last year, launched the
‘Losalter Group’, emphasising the need to
cut salt intake and also took online, a
website to create awareness on the impact
of salt on health. Rajan Ravichandran,
chairman of the foundation, said the
Losalter Group will create awareness on
the problems caused by an excess
consumption of salt. “We will train 300
physicians throughout the country. They
will be educated on salt and health and
given toolkits to propagate the message to
the people,” he explains. He adds that the
onus of reducing salt intake is with the
public, government, and the food
industry, while stressing on ‘signal
labelling’ for food products, in order to
guide people to make healthy choices.

Vivekanand Jha, executive director,
The George Institute for Global Health in
India, terms this initiative of the WHO as
“killing two birds with one stone”,
particularly in the Indian context. “While
the consumption of sodium in the salt
comes dowm, there is also a perspective
that the normal intake of potassium is
low, substituting sodium with potassium
will address this second issue as well,
again with a beneficial impact on
cardiovascular health,” he explains.

Low salt options are costly

While there are some brands that do sell
low NaCl (sodium chloride) with KCI
(potassium chloride added) in the market,
the problem is that these products are
more expensive than regular salt, that
costs very little, Prof. Jha adds. “The way
to change behaviour effectively is to
change what is available to consume.
Costs will also come down with wider use.
Government policy must mandate use of
low sodium salt alternatives in the
country and the state should work with
industry to ensure proper display (at eye
level) of these alternatives on
supermarket shelves and shops,” he says.

While the benefits of a low sodium salt
are plentiful, experts also caution that
upping potassium intake is not for all,
particularly those with kidney disease.
The WHO makes it clear that those who
have conditions that do not support
increasing the consumption of potassium
must stay away [rom the proposed
alternative. However, Dr. Priya
Chockalingam while agreeing that salt is
grossly overused in India, adds that it is
possible there is a huge population with
undetected kidney disease, and to put
them on a potassium enhanced salt diet
might not be advisable.

She makes it clear that reducing
sodium chloride consumption would, on
the whole, be beneficial in India, given
the staggering burden of cardiovascular
and other non communicable diseases
including hypertension and diabetes.

But, it is equally essential to keep a
watchful eye on the possibility of
hyperk ia (excess pc ium levels in
the blood), given poor health seeking
behaviour in the country and
undiagnosed cases of kidney failure, she
adds.

(ramya.kannan@thehindu.co.in)
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What WHO’s recommendation for low sodium salt means for

India
HRd & T ssequast f FA-AFEIA F7F Hr AEReT F
FIT ATAT ¢

The WHO released guidelines recommending lower-sodium salt substitutes (LSSS),
which include potassium chloride and a reduced percentage of sodium chloride in table
salt.

SScgUUNT A HHA-GISTH AHAh FIAEAT=r (LSSS) T Awrier 6, fogs dreRas
FARTSS 3T I Hiee H WBTH FaARSS T HaF AT AR gl

This comes after WHO strongly recommended reducing sodium intake to less than
2g/day.

IE SecqUaAHT caRT WIETH QaeT F1 2 TA/MRT § FH FIA 1 AR & d1e 30T &

The WHO aims to implement these recommendations in households, focusing on
table salt used at home.

Seequaait 37 AN &l axf # & & W Hied g, AT &7 & &aar dee W
e fear I gl

The recommendation does not include salt in packaged foods or foods cooked
outside the home.

5 fAwiiker $&es @Ry vert # sFAAT g ard dd7® A1 B & FE] YU AT
e verdt W o] gl gl &l

These guidelines are for adults only and exclude pregnant women and children.

I fEnfAder Fae qaFdl & fov § 3R miad afRanit 7 geai & v aeg 738 8id|

Individuals with kidney impairments or conditions affecting potassium excretion are
also excluded from this recommendation.

ot cafFaal F1 9 f FwEaw § a1 Tad A sease swar wnfaa ad g,
3 o 5@ fAwiRer ¥ e &

WHO's Objective with These Guidelines
g1 faenfadelt & WU seoguast #1 ey

WHO is addressing not just individuals but also policymakers, programme
managers, and health professionals to help in reducing sodium intake.

SecqUAHT Shael SAFaIT Fa¥ W At afew Afa-fantanst, sriwa gavust sk
AT QAR A1 3 QBT VaT FH A H ARG & W B

The goal is to reduce hypertension and related non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) through policy actions and public health interventions.
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SHH 36527 329 Faa™ AR Fafa R-uw@As Wit (NCDs) Y &7 &= &, 5 Alfar
Frat 3R GdAfAE AT gEasiul & ATETH § THT & ThaT gl

Salt’s Impact on the Body
R T TAAF HT AT

e Sodium, the primary ingredient in salt, retains water in the body and travels through
the bloodstream, increasing blood pressure.

ST, S 7S FT AL geh g, WR F qEl g0 T@ar § 3N FT aw F AeaH
¥ IET FaT ¢, [5G WA 98T ¢

e More sodium means more water retention, which increases the volume of blood
and raises blood pressure.

31T ABIF *1 AdAe 3WF gl g0 @ 8Iar &, T90d W@a Y A gedr g 3R

IFAAT FaT B
¢ Reducing salt consumption reduces the load on the cardiovascular system,
directly impacting heart health and stroke prevention.

qAAE Y I HH F T TE6T YUl X 1T HH gidT ¢, 5l gad Ty 3R T

T NFYTH W FHRIcHS THAT el gl
e InIndia, adding extra salt to food is a common practice, making sodium reduction
particularly important.

ART #, sierer & sfaRea a5 s 3 ¢, SO |gw & FA 3 st Ageaqer
g STl B

e Hypertension is a major risk factor for atherosclerosis, which leads to fatty
deposits in arteries, narrowing them and increasing the risk of heart attacks and
strokes.

3o @A TR (aafaat # $& some) F @ e 9w Sl sRE g
foraa ywfaar ot @ s § 3R e & &R 7 w1 &1 @awrag S« g
o Excessive salt consumption makes blood vessels stiff and less flexible.

HAWF TH® FT Q9T Fd RSB ' FoR 3 F7 T a1 &ar B

e Potassium improves vascular function, which is why low-sodium salt substitutes
are beneficial and worth further testing.

RRATA Faga! F F g TAIGT &, STV FA-WBPIF d87F YAy dAseas
€ 3R 3T gdieTor fhT ST AIfewl

Impact of High Sodium Intake and Need for Reduction

3T AIEYH AdeT T IHIT 3T 3/ FHA FI AT HTGIHAT

e Globally, each year, 8 million deaths are associated with poor diets, and of these, 1.9
million are attributable to high sodium intake.
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dRTF T W & A1 80 @ HIA WIS 3MER & HROT gy &, 3R 576 T 19 o
Al T AT d9a @ S B §

e In 2013, a systematic review published in the British Medical Journal found that
reducing salt intake by 4.4 g/day for at least 4 weeks reduced systolic blood
pressure by 4 mmHg and diastolic blood pressure by 2 mmHg, benefiting
cardiovascular health.

2013 ¥, Bfeer AR St &7 UHIRIT U cyafeyd e 7 urar 31 F A @ &4
4 GCATg dF A H1 Qa0 4.4 A/ ge= & RFfdF @aaa 4 mmHg 3R

SIEIfA® WWaaT 2 mmHg FH g ST B, ol g6 ey A gur g gl
e WHO recommends limiting sodium intake to below 2 grams per day to reduce blood
pressure and the risk of cardiovascular diseases (CVDs).

WHO @ 8if39d daa # 2 a1 9fd T & &7 i 1 TAwer $r g drie g
3R gew weel f\fEY (CvDs) & @A & F7 Far o1 T

¢ Reducing salt consumption helps in reducing noncommunicable diseases (NCDs)
such as cardiovascular diseases (CVDs) and chronic kidney disease, as well as
lowers the risk of gastric cancer.

AHE FT WGl FA F A IR-WHHE WM (NCDs) S g& MWT (CVDs) 3R ¢ase &
AT & AEH FF FFA A H Acg Heldl ¢, AT & Aewd FI 1 @A 5 gedr gl

Initiative by Sapiens Health Foundation

AT U BIEAT T UgA

e Chennai-based Sapiens Health Foundation launched the ‘Losalter Group’ to
emphasize the need to reduce salt intake and launched a website to spread awareness
about salt’s impact on health.

des Py VAW goy FEsua A ATee 0 YE R, TS 3eeed dA7F &
JqaT H A IR W AR AT 3R AH7F & TIRELT W TG H P SA9whdT hollel
& foIU U J9A18T dled HLaT AT

e Rajan Ravichandran, chairman of the foundation, stated that Losalter Group would
create awareness about the problems caused by excessive salt consumption.

BISAT & TeaT, sl IA=ea o gl fob dTecy 9 3fF Jo7F Jaa § g arelt

FAET W SAeTwahdr e

e 300 physicians will be trained across India on salt and health, and they will be
provided toolkits to propagate awareness among the public.

R #Ra # 300 Rifscast # aww 3R Farrer W gk ar seen 3R 3=
ST e & faT gefdew & Soen|

e The responsibility of reducing salt intake lies with the public, government, and the
food industry.

TAF Yad A FA T SFAGRT AT, TIER 3R TET 3g@1 HI &
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e The foundation emphasized the need for ‘signal labelling’ on food products to help
people make healthier choices.

B33 o Wed 3cumel W 'Rvered dafor : FTWa | AR fGar s «ier waeg
Reew I T

WHO’s Sodium Reduction Initiative & Potassium Substitution

WHO &I aYf2ax F# ggar 3t Mfaw Reew

o Vivekanand Jha, Executive Director of The George Institute for Global Health in
India, called the WHO'’s initiative “killing two birds with one stone”, especially in the
Indian context.

Sfet SEITYE PR Tdlad ged 3391 & et fders fadsee sirar WHO it uger
P TH IR F & AR & JAT FarT, [AAY FT F ARSI Test 7|

e Reducing sodium and increasing potassium intake can have an additional benefit
for cardiovascular health.

ARTH FA F& 3R NERTA V99 96T 26T TR & v JfARFT J9e™T+ &
TRl gl

Challenges in Adopting Low-Sodium Alternatives

frrr-af3as Reer e & galfaat

e Low-sodium salt options available in the market are costly compared to regular salt,
which is very cheap.
TSR # 396y HA-AEIA FAS Ahed Ag &, ol AT FTHAF qgd TEA1 ¢

e Prof. Jha suggests that government policy should mandate the use of low-sodium
salt alternatives and collaborate with the food industry to ensure their proper display
on supermarket shelves.

W FTH goId ¢ o Fary A Fa-af3asw aaw Qe s 392 & dfad
AT WU IR WIeF 36T & Y (Ao gueAThe # 3a Tuer W sotenr gedie
giAfad s @ifge|

Caution Regarding Potassium Intake

IRRTA A9 S AR FEUT

e While low-sodium salt has multiple health benefits, excess potassium intake may not
be suitable for individuals with kidney disease.

FH-WEIH TAF & $$ TAELT o1 g, offehet cafts aefags daa ¢ & dord
aret sgfFaat & AU 3ugeFd g g Fholl|

e WHO guidelines clearly state that people with kidney-related conditions should
avoid potassium-enhanced salt substitutes.
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WHO feenfedelt # Tase &7 & &gt 1T ¢ foh & & Fafod FAeansit arer @i
WReRe gaa daE Reedl @ sw=r @il

o Dr. Priya Chockalingam warns that a large population in India may have
undiagnosed kidney disease, and increasing potassium intake could be risky for

them.

st. R Sefolar Aaraet S § o oRa F adt smard) 1 A A et @ gar @
Tl &, 3R 39% for MRRAIeT A9 Foar Af@A sRI 8T TAhdr B

e Reducing sodium chloride consumption will be beneficial for India, given the high
burden of cardiovascular diseases, hypertension, and diabetes.

mﬁmw,mmaﬁrmﬁmaﬁa@ﬁg’mmﬁwm
da # FA vraAT BN
o Hyperkalemia (excess potassium levels in blood) is a serious concern, especially in
a country with poor health-seeking behavior and undiagnosed kidney failure cases.

FTERFHfARAT (IFd H 30w MRRFT FTax) MR RarFr vy § g @
FARELY-SATERAT 3R AT & A AGerar AwTal arer gor |

EU tracks bird flu virus variants over rising threat to humans

SNAPSHOTS
|GS Paper ll: S&T |

wo European regulators said they
T were tracking variants of the bird

flu virus due to the threat of the
pathogen adapting to spread between hu-
mans and triggering future pandemics.
The European Centre for Disease Preven-
tion and Control (ECDC) and the European
Food Safety Authority also issued recom-
mendations drawing on genetic analyses
and human case studies to outline current
risks from the virus. ECDC said its experts
identified 34 genetic mutations that might
increase the potential of avian influenza vi-
ruses spreading to humans. Reuters

Periods ‘keep 20% of South Asian

females from their daily activities’

Nearly 20% of women and girls in south’
Asia abstain from regular daily activities
during periods, according to a study pu-
blished in The Lancet Global Health jour-
nal. Researchers, including those from the
University of Melbourne, Australia, found

An awareness programme on menstruation in
Bengaluru.

that girls aged 15-19 years are the most af-
fected.

They suggested that missing daily activ-
ities during menstruation can interfere
with a woman’s quality of life and contri-
bute to gender inequalities. The research-
ers also found that using contraceptives,
especially hormonal methods, reduced
absences during menstruation for women
of all ages, suggesting that symptoms such

as heavy bleeding or pain could be keep-
ing women away from pursuing daily activ-
ities. The findings provide new evidence to
inform future menstrual health research
and public health interventions, the auth-
ors said. PTI

Weather linked to heightened risk of
Salmonella outbreaks: study
According to new research from the Un-
iversity of Surrey, climate change has an
impact on Salmonella spread. Salmonella
is a type of bacteria that can cause food
poisoning. Salmonella can cause diar-
rhoea, fever, and stomach cramps, and it is
most prominent in areas with poor sanita-
tion and hygiene.

In the study, published in the Journal of
Infection, researchers found warmer tem-
peratures (above 10 degrees Celsius), rela-
tive humidity, dewpoint temperature (bet-
ween 7-10 degrees Celsius), and longer
days (over 12-15 hours) were identified as
key weather factors associated with an in-
crease in Salmonella cases, irrespective of
geographical location.

Dr. Laura Gonzalez Villeta, the first

author of the study and researcher at the
University of Surrey, said: “the study high-
lights how weather plays a significant role
in Salmonella outbreaks and provides a va-
luable tool for predicting future risks and
tailoring interventions, particularly in the
context of climate change.” ANI

Under a magnification of 12000X, this scanning
electron micrograph shows a large grouping of
Salmonella bacteria. REUTERS

EU tracks bird flu virus variants over rising threat to humans
T ¥ AEl F AT 99 TR F FROT 98 Fo TRA &
aRTe X AR W T@T &
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Two European regulators are tracking bird flu virus variants due to
the threat of the pathogen adapting to spread between humans and
triggering future pandemics.

&l U Aa#F 98 Fo IR F ANV W o) @ W/ ¢ FIF I8
ATET & i e 3T s F FAgEY 1 A Y aHar e W
HFhar gl

e The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) and the
European Food Safety Authority issued recommendations based on genetic
analyses and human case studies.

TR Qo1 fAarer sk @A F% (ECDC) 3R g @reF e wfteor
ITEfAF farRAwor iR AT AFEl F IHeqqT W IR FAHRY TRy #7 §

o ECDC experts identified 34 genetic mutations that might increase the potential of
avian influenza viruses spreading to humans. (Source: Reuters)

ECDC W=t & 34 3MepafAF 3caRadsr S ggare &1, Sl vfadel seFe(Ual arRRy &
ATl H haat A FHTEGT T Tohd &1 (F/T- Reuters)

Periods ‘keep 20% of South Asian females from their daily activities’
ARAF g gfAor TR i 20% Afganat w39 A afafdftay & Awar
¢

o Nearly 20% of women and girls in South Asia abstain from regular daily activities
during periods, according to a study published in The Lancet Global Health journal.

gfaror ofdrar i s 20% Afgew R AEfFa IAE g7 & e el dfasw
afafaft & gy wEh 8, TE AshY g AT TeEd I¢T ST H TRIRIT I H
fSeprerm |

e Researchers from the University of Melbourne, Australia, found that heavy bleeding
or pain might be the reason keeping women away from daily activities.

Freeforar & Adesr Rreafdeamey & Nusdist & = & srcafe Ewaae areg &
FRUT AfgeT 39+ S afafafest & ¥ & Fd £

e The findings provide new evidence for future menstrual health research and public
health interventions. (Source: PTI)

I sy sfasy & A1fde oot TRy sepayTe 3R adefas FareeT geaeidl &
foT ST |18 UeTeT I Bl (&FT: PTI)

Weather linked to heightened risk of Salmonella outbreaks: study

AT @ oA YRIT & d6d ST@H HT TG FEIIT
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o Climate change impacts the spread of Salmonella, a type of bacteria that causes food
poisoning, according to research from the University of Surrey.

oAy aRade HeAlel & AN S Jfad e 8, St o weg fRrreaaar e
aTell Ueh YR & dFdRaAT g, I8 Ty X faeafag@mera & vy & foswrem |

e Salmonella can cause diarrhea, fever, and stomach cramps, and is most prominent
in areas with poor sanitation and hygiene.

AR ¥, AR #R 9T F Foe1 7 HROT T Thel ¢ 3N Tg WO F@ooar 3R
GBI aTl &1 & gad 31 9rar S g

e The study, published in the Journal of Infection, found that:
Ig reqIq, S 7 Journal of Infection & Y1 g3, & 9rT
o Warmer temperatures (above 10°C) lead to an increase in Salmonella cases.
10°C & 3fOF 0t AT9HAwT Aredleton A 7 gEfTr X B

o Relative humidity, dewpoint temperature (7-10°C), and longer days (12-15
hours) are key weather factors associated with higher Salmonella cases.

98T HTEAT, 3T Gise dI9ATT (7-10°C) 3R o BT (12-15 &) ATeATolT

HEEOEN
AH # g § 3 B
o Dr. Laura Gonzalez Villeta, researcher at the University of Surrey, stated that this
study provides a valuable tool for predicting future risks and tailoring interventions,
especially in the context of climate change. (Source: ANI)

1. @RI st e, A fF @ farafdeamera & ausrd §, o Fer & I8 reaae
sfawr & SR 1 il e 3R sraet # smgfT = & f
HECAYUT 3UHIVT TG AT ¢, AT §q § Forarg alaeler & deof |
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Govt. plans to
employ targeted
containment to
stop leprosy
transmission

|GS Paper Ill: S&T |
Bindu Shajan Perappadan

The Union Health Ministry is looking at a
more targeted approach to containing
leprosy in India after having achieved the
status of elimination of leprosy as a public
health problem as per the World Health
Organization’s (WHO) criteria of less than
1 case per 10,000 population at the
national level in 2005. To contain the
chronic infections caused by
Mycobacterium leprae, the Central
Government approved a new treatment
regimen for leprosy, aiming to stop its
transmission at the subnational level by
2027. It introduced a three-drug regimen
for Pauci-Bacillary (PB) cases in place of a
two-drug regimen for six months.

Aradhana Patnaik, additional secretary
and mission director, National Health
Mission, said: “The sustained work by the
Central Government has ensured that
leprosy is now no longer a public health
problem. We are currently looking at a
targeted approach to tackle the disease in
5 states and 124 districts in India.”

The five states in India with the highest
prevalence of leprosy include Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Maharashtra,
and Odisha.

The Union Health Ministry launched
the National Strategic Plan (NSP) and
Roadmap for Leprosy (2023-27) on 30th
January 2023, to achieve zero
transmission of leprosy by 2027, i.e., three
years ahead of the Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG). The NSP and
roadmap contain implementation
strategies, year-wise targets, public health
approaches, and overall technical
guidance for the programme. The

The Union Health Ministry
launched the National Strategic
Plan and Roadmap for Leprosy
on January 30, 2023 to
achieve zero transmission of

leprosy by 2027
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strategy and roadmap focuses on
awareness for zero stigma and
discrimination, promotion of early case
detection, prevention of disease
transmission by prophylaxis (leprosy post
exposure prophylaxis), and roll out of
web-based information portal (Nikusth
2.0) for reporting of leprosy cases.

“After achieving elimination status at
the national level, the National Leprosy
Eradication Programme (NLEP) has taken
a number of initiatives to encourage early
case detection of patients to prevent
Grade 2 Disabilities, and to ensure
free-of-cost treatment of leprosy patients.
There are few districts within states/UTs,
where leprosy is endemic. With various
interventions introduced under NLEP in
the last few years, the number of new
leprosy cases detected has come down to
75,394 in 2021-22 from 125,785 in 2014-15,
accounting for 53.6% of global new
leprosy cases,” said a senior Health
Ministry official.

Leprosy is a neglected tropical disease
(NTD) that still occurs in more than 120
countries, with around 200,000 new
cases reported every year. Elimination of
leprosy as a public health problem
(defined as a prevalence of less than 1 per
10,000 population as per the World
Health Assembly resolution 44.9) was
achieved globally in the year 2000 and in
most countries by the year 2010.

The reduction in the number of new
cases has been gradual. As per data of
2023, Brazil, India, and Indonesia
continue to report more than 10,000 new
cases, while 12 other countries
(Bangladesh, Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Ethiopia, Madagascar,
Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Nigeria,
Philippines, Somalia, Sri Lanka, and the
United Republic of Tanzania) each
reported 1000-10,000 new cases.

(bindu.p@thehindu.co.in)
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Govt. plans to employ targeted containment to stop leprosy
transmission

H?Governmentﬁg?‘mﬂﬂ?mﬁﬂﬁ#mm
=T ST F1 yEdqE FAT

e The Union Health Ministry is adopting a more targeted approach to contain leprosy in
India, after achieving the elimination of leprosy as a public health problem in 2005 as
per WHO's criteria.

FET T FAGT AR H FSUT 1 TRHT v & v it afda efeaior
379=TT TET &, 2005 A WHO & ATTHI & TR HSIUNIT &l Teh HIdolioleh TaTEey

JHEAT & & H AT X f&ar aram 2|

e To contain the chronic infections caused by Mycobacterium leprae, the Central
Government approved a new treatment regimen for leprosy aiming to stop its
transmission by 2027.

Mycobacterium leprae E@RT 3ce=l &l dTel QRI=l HhAU I AT Fel & forg,
FAT FIHR o 4T IYAR At FoY T €, TTahT 36629 2027 ad $HS HAOT &N
Nehetl B

o Athree-drug regimen has been introduced for Pauci-Bacillary (PB) cases, replacing
the previous two-drug regimen for six months.

Pauci-Bacillary (PB) Al & T dier-gaT 39€R 1 AT HT 715 &, ST Gl o aX-
g4T 3YAR & B8 HAeHT & [T s6oid o

e Aradhana Patnaik, additional secretary and mission director, National Health Mission,
emphasized that leprosy is no longer a public health problem due to sustained
efforts by the Central Government.

INAT e, 3faReaa afda 3k A s, sda wareew &g, 7 I8 agr
f& T AR & R T & HRUTFSWN He TF A fad TRy THET
e gl

e The five states in India with the highest prevalence of leprosy are Bihar, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra, and Odisha.

AR & dg i T, ST61 FEIT T Fad 3fesh Jerelet ¢, 9 ¢ e, o,
RS, AGRISE 3R fEem|
e The Union Health Ministry launched the National Strategic Plan (NSP) and Roadmap

for Leprosy (2023-27) on 30th January 2023, to achieve zero transmission of leprosy
by 2027, ahead of the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) target.

FNT TR FAY F WA WIS Aot (NSP) 3R Fwar & fow dsdy
(2023-27) T 30 SAaTadl 2023 HT cliear fohdT, TSIThT oT&T 2027 eh FSSUNIT I YA
HEROT UTcd AT §, ST Tdd [T a8 (SDG) & o6 & ofiel el Ugel gl
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e The NSP and Roadmap focus on awareness for zero stigma and discrimination,
promotion of early case detection, prevention of disease transmission through
prophylaxis, and rollout of the web-based information portal (Nikusth 2.0).

NSP 3 USAT T LTl LT Feaidk 3 Agema & T SArwehell, GRIHS ABAA FT qal
FITAT, T3 o HEROT I UhATH b fFasd & Aegw 4, 3R a9-3mnia g e

(Nikusth 2.0) ¥ YR W gl

o The National Leprosy Eradication Programme (NLEP) has been ensuring free-of-
cost treatment and encouraging early detection to prevent Grade 2 disabilities.

TSI FESWN 3ol FRAFHA (NLEP) f:g[es 3uaR AT a3t 3R Grade 2

RFdirar & b & T IRAF ggare &1 gerar ¢ @ ¢l

e The number of new leprosy cases detected dropped to 75,394 in 2021-22 from
125,785 in 2014-15, representing 53.6% of global new cases.

oI FEET AT S Tgdlel 2021-22 # 75,394 81 TS, 5T 2014-15 F 125,785 @ A §,
S 3RTF AT AT FT 53.6%

e Leprosy is a neglected tropical disease (NTD) that still occurs in more than 120
countries, with around 200,000 new cases reported every year.

FESNT U FAWA FSorwfaehr Mr (NTD) ¥ o 3r3f &ft 120 @ rftr daif o @ &,
3T & Frer 200,000 7T ATHS &of &1 &

e The elimination of leprosy as a public health problem was achieved globally in 2000,
and by 2010 in most countries.

TSN HT 3ol Ueh Aldolieleh TAELT FHEAT & &I H 2000 H dRFh TR ), 3R

2010 des f&remrer e & grea g3 2|

e As of 2023, Brazil, India, and Indonesia continue to report more than 10,000 new
cases, while 12 other countries report 1,000-10,000 new cases.

2023 & 31THR, Feiter, 3R 3R FIARIAT 315 $77 10,000 & 3w AT AR RAE F
g, STafer 12 3+ &er 1,000-10,000 7T ATHS ROE FHad
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U.S. aircraft collides with
chopper; 67 feared dead

Passenger plane collides with U.S. military helicopter mid-air before crashing into Potomac river in
Washington; authorities recover 28 bodies so far, with debris being found a mile downstream
[PCS |

Crash course

Wednesday night’s collision is possibly
the deadliest U.S. airline crash since
November 2001, when an American
Airlines flight crashed after take-off in
New York, killing all 260 people aboard

Atotal of 60 passengers and 4
64 crew members were onboard

the Bombardier jet

122 metres

Radio data show the jet suffered

arapid loss of altitude from 122 metres

above Potomac river

VIRGINIA

soldiers were aboard the
3 army’s UH-60 Blackhawk

Reagan
National
Rapid reaction: Emergency response teams Airport
searching for survivors in Potomac river near Potomac
Ronald Reagan National Airport following the
crash on Thursday. AFp Average
depth 8m

helicopter with call sign PAT-25

Pentagon —

River T

.

u.s.

WASHINGTON DC
waven— White House
A capitol

% —— Site of crash

Flight
path of
AAS342

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

ivers pulled bodies
Dfrom the icy wa-
ters of Washing-

ton’s Potomac river on
Thursday after a U.S. mili-
tary helicopter collided
mid-air with a passenger
plane carrying 64 people,
with officials saying there
were likely no survivors.
As dawn broke over the
crash site just 5 km from
the White House, wreck-
age from both aircraft pro-
truded from the water and
emergency vessels and div-
ing teams scoured the

area. “We are now at a
point where we are switch-
ing from a rescue opera-
tion to a recovery opera-
tion,” Washington Fire
Chief John Donnelly told a
news conference at Reagan
National Airport. “We
don’t believe there are any
survivors,” he said, adding
that 28 bodies had been re-
covered so far — including
one from the helicopter.
The helicopter is believed
to have three soldiers on
board.

At least 300 first respon-
ders were involved in the
operation — conducted in
pitch darkness for several

hours - with recovery
teams discovering debris a
mile downstream.

There were no details
on the cause of the crash,
with transport officials say-
ing both aircraft were on
standard flight patterns on
a clear night.

“Do I think this was pre-
ventable? Absolutely,”
Transportation Secretary
Sean Duffy told the news
conference.

The Bombardier plane
operated by an American
Airlines subsidiary was ap-
proaching the airport at
around 9:00 p.m. on Wed-
nesday night after flying

from Wichita, Kansas,
when the collision
happened.

President Donald
Trump launched a political

attack on Thursday, blam-
ing ‘diversity hires’ under
Obama and Biden adminis-
trations for the accident.

“I put safety first. Oba-
ma, Biden and the Demo-
crats put policy first,” Mr.
Trump said. “They actual-
ly came out with a direc-
tive: ‘too white” And we
want the people that are
competent.”

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

U.S. aircraft collides with chopper; 67 feared dead
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IANH AT 3R gfFcer # e, 67 AT & AR AT A
JATRIHT

Passenger plane collides with U.S. military helicopter mid-air before crashing
into Potomac river in Washington; authorities recover 28 bodies so far, with
debris being found a mile downstream

arfdieTee & NEE AN F gEeAEIET @ § ggd AN AT gar A
AR A= Teliprcer @ T, AVFINAT F 39 dF 28 I RHAT
frr & Safer Ader v A AT A 3 A &

Mid-Air Collision Over Washington’s Potomac River

FieeT & REHF ad § W ALT-gar$ g

Divers pulled bodies from the icy waters of Washington’s Potomac River on Thursday after a
U.S. military helicopter collided mid-air with a passenger plane carrying 64 people.

mawmmﬁmﬁmm@mm,mwm
¥ Feliprer v anlt RAE & o o=, a9 64 AT JaR &

Officials stated that there were likely no survivors.

IRt & Fgr & Sifda a9 o i Fomaan a8 §)

The crash site was just 5 km from the White House.

FIEHT TFTHT §13H A dhad 5 A gy ga3m

Wreckage from both aircraft protruded from the water, and emergency vessels and diving
teams scoured the area.

aﬁﬁﬂmﬁmmqﬁh#ﬁw?ﬂmaﬂ?mﬁﬂmaﬁrm@ﬁaﬁ
AF &7 # @ T @ i

Washington Fire Chief John Donnelly announced that the operation was shifting from rescue
to recovery.

aifered BRI AE AT Stell o DIYoT i 6 3T 9 FAAT @ era) Y A
W €I Shfgd fRar T @ 2

28 bodies were recovered, including one from the helicopter.

I d%F 28 A9 HAE F a1, FaTd va Feliprer & A

The helicopter is believed to have had three soldiers on board.

geliarcex & e s Far @ i Feaa g

At least 300 first responders were involved in the operation, which took place in pitch
darkness for several hours.

FA T FA 300 TUERAT T AT F AT I, S uat 3N H F§ gl aF ol
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e Debris was discovered a mile downstream.
ST AGT H UF AT AT Fgdr 9T 94|

o Officials stated that both aircraft were on standard flight patterns on a clear night.
IRHRAT F FaT F A AT vF ToOse T H AGF 3T AT W I

e Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy remarked, “Do I think this was preventable?
Absolutely.”

Qﬁawaﬁamﬂgﬁﬁw,"wﬁmgﬁwwmmm?ﬁﬁm"

o The Bombardier plane, operated by an American Airlines subsidiary, was approaching the
airport around 9:00 p.m.

SiFaSa A, S ARST TRAE 1 F WEREF FUl gaRT FATod AT, A
gzooaﬁmagéﬂ?mqgamml

o The flight was coming from Wichita, Kansas, when the collision occurred.
ﬁﬂmﬁﬁa,m#mmmmmmﬁgm

e Former President Donald Trump blamed ‘diversity hires’ under Obama and Biden
administrations for the accident.

qd Tegufa S1Tes €9 o AT AR AMEST gearHer F SEafdd graier i gHedr &

fore gl s
e Trump stated, “I put safety first. Obama, Biden, and the Democrats put policy first.”

€T F e, A YT F AfAFAr AdT g1 am, aS AR A Ay # wwd
@ gl

e Trump further claimed that Democrats issued a directive, ‘too white’, affecting hiring in
aviation safety roles.

€T & 3 FE fF SAvhew A T fader S B aga AR, TS fawe e
GEIEIEC I IEC G
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HC stays FIR against
Kris Gopalakrishnan

PCS |
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The High Court of Karnataka has stayed
the criminal case registered against Kris
Gopalakrishnan, Infosys co-founder and
Chair of the governing council of the In-
dian Institute of Science (IISc), and others,
including I1Sc director, on a complaint of
alleged atrocity by a former faculty mem-
ber belonging to SC community.

Justice S.R. Krishna Kumar passed the
interim order on January 29 on a petition
by IISc director Govindan Rangarajan, Mr.
Gopalakrishnan and others.

The petition alleged that Mr. Durgappa
had filed ‘false and vexatious’ complaint
against the petitioners after failing to ma-
lign the institute.
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HC stays FIR against Kris Gopalakrishnan

greaIe o fFe aMUTerpsoreT & f@emd
THIATSHR 9T A S

Stay on Criminal Case Against Kris Gopalakrishnan

e e & f@ard TfaE AHe W AF

e The High Court of Karnataka has stayed the criminal case
registered against Kris Gopalakrishnan, Infosys co-founder, and
Chair of the governing council of 11Sc, along with others,
including the 11Sc director.

Fellcd 3T AT o g ANATAFOIT (S=hITaE & Te-
TS 3T arSImsvady Y afer FEfAT ¥ arewen) 3k
g Py G e At & Wors gof
ORI AT IR ek 91T & &

o The case was filed on a complaint of alleged atrocity by a
former SC community faculty member.

g AACTUF 99 THH! WHE F $Fed) HeFd ganT #iad
FArER B RFEa w g B am@r i

e Justice S.R. Krishna Kumar passed the interim order on January 29 on a petition by 11Sc
director Govindan Rangarajan, Mr. Gopalakrishnan, and others.

AT TH. . FOOT FAR A 29 FeTadt 1 IMSISTRA fderw Mfdee R, i
TMaregsore AR 3 i TR W aRer smderaia

e The petition alleged that Mr. Durgappa had filed a ‘false and vexatious’ complaint against the
petitioners after failing to malign the institute.

TRt 3 R @ I G A gevear o arfereRdiat & e g i R
FA qrelt’ RAFEIT co FXaATS, ST9 I¢ YT F TGATH T H AR |
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INSV Tarini
Crosses most
remote part
of earth

lPCS

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

As part of the ongoing mis-
sion to circumnavigate the
globe under the Navika Sa-
gar Parikrama-ll, Indian
Navy officers Lieutenant
Commander Dilna K. and
Lieutenant Commander
Roopa A., aboard sailing
vessel INSV Tarini, passed
through Point Nemo on
Thursday during the leg of
sailing from Lyttelton Port,
New Zealand, to Port Stan-
ley, Falkland Islands.

Point Nemo, located in
the South Pacific, is known
as the Oceanic Pole of Tnac-
cessibility — the most re-
mote location on earth, sit-
uated 2,688 kilometres
from the nearest landmass.

“The officers have also
collected vital water sam-
ples from the point, which
will be analysed by the Na-
tional Institute of Oceanog-
raphy. These samples will
provide valuable insights
into oceanic conditions, in-
cluding the presence of
marine biodiversity and
chemical composition con-
tributing to global oceano-
graphic research,” a Navy
official said.
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INSV Tarini crosses most remote part of earth

INSV aTROft & gl & Aad Feu AT H IR

Navika Sagar Parikrama-11: INSV Tarini Passes Through Point Nemo

AT IPR afAT-11: mévauadr aieft & dige aaAY v fRan

. As part of the ongoing mission to circumnavigate the globe under Navika
Sagar Parikrama-I11, Indian Navy officers Lieutenant Commander Dilna K. and
Lieutenant Commander Roopa A. are aboard the sailing vessel INSV Tarini.

Afd®T IER IRFHAT-11 & dgd [T 3Avr JAfPIT & B & §T H, IRAT
AT Fr PR Affeae FATST Rear &. 31k Affesde FATST 1 ©.

IréTaTHdt aROft Al W FaR §

. On Thursday, during their leg of sailing from Lyttelton Port, New Zealand, to
Port Stanley, Falkland Islands, they passed through Point Nemo.

THaR &1, faeeres o€ (Fgaiels) @ ol Teaell (Blawdls amgdsw) & amm &
ERIeT, 3ol Uige AAT IR fomam)

. Point Nemo, located in the South Pacific, is known as the Oceanic Pole of
Inaccessibility — the most remote location on Earth, situated 2,688 kilometres from
the nearest landmass.

gige AR, S ETA0T yeng AFMRR A ud €, A 9w 3w
gTTaAfAfAfad Fgr SITar 2—Ig gt T el €Y T ¢, S wedn s
¥ 2,688 freNHe g Rard ¢l

. The officers collected vital water samples from Point Nemo, which will be
analysed by the National Institute of Oceanography.

sfFREl & dige AR ¥ Ageat T TN v B, O e sEdege
e e GERT fRafa R s

. These samples will provide valuable insights into oceanic conditions, including
the presence of marine biodiversity and chemical composition, contributing to global
oceanographic research.

¥ e e IRt W Ageaqet SRRl dere w9, orae aad St
fafdear ik Al e i safRufa arfae § e Res a9 R
ITHYT T FErIaT [
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10 Palestinians killed in West Bank 10 Palestinians killed in West

drone strike, says Israeli military =~ Bank drone strike, says Israeli
military

.' é&‘vﬂ;ﬂ ¢ ‘ .-"'- .‘Az%-"f:.,"; . . : .
o Fgl

Israel’s Drone Strike in the West Bank
SRS T dTC d% H 3T gHaT

A AFP" o Tsrael’s military confirmed on Thursday that
it killed 10 Palestinians in a drone strike on the

village of Tamun in the occupied West Bank.

The operation targeted militants, including two involved in a deadly oSSl HeT o LIZIRS I g’ﬁd’ $r o 3T
attack on Israeli soldiers. Violence has escalated in the region since : S y
g Iftga ave d% & TEge A A P FAA A 10

Israel’s military confirmed on Thursday that it killed 10 Palestinians
in a drone strike on the village of Tamun in the occupied West Bank.

Hamas’s attacks on October 7, 2023. arp

Rrfardfaal & AR PR

e The operation targeted militants, including two involved in a deadly attack on Israeli
soldiers.

I IfATT 3TAIRET F AT 99« F AT a1, SGEAQr T ot anfaw T Gl
oISl AR W aras gHer fRar i)

e Violence has escalated in the region since Hamas’s attacks on October 7, 2023.

50T 39 819 & 95 71§ ¥« V7 Iacaw 2023 F FANE A gAA FU A
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GAZA CITY Hamas confirms death of its
Hamas confirms death of its

military chief Mohammed Deif

military chief Mohammed Deif

AN & A9 AT THE AGFAG
3% @1 Hla @ gftc A

Hamas Confirms Death of Military Chief
Mohammed Deif

A A dF Y@ AlgEAe 33% H Al Hr qe
#

reuters  © Hamas confirmed the death of military chief

= ] B ] ) Mohammed Deif, accused by Israel of
Hamas confirmed the death of military chief Mohammed Deif, masterminding the October 7 attack.

accused by Israel of masterminding the October 7 attack. The
: : FH & U v W AgFAG 33T 1 AT A

announcement came from Abu Obeida, who named Deif among

other commanders killed. Israel had previously claimed to have gfse &Y mm d 73FcaT & m FT
- ! . o

eliminated Deif in a July air strike. asp )
HATFCIHATSS dd™T 47|

e The announcement came from Abu Obeida, who named Deif among other
commanders killed.

g WO 39 e o Y, Dieglel 3T AR AT FASA F AT 33F & A fom|

e Israel had previously claimed to have eliminated Deif in a July air strike.

IO o 9gA TS F TH §AT$ gAA H 33F H AR H1 arar fwar o
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Sri Lanka’s senior Tamil politician and
ITAK veteran Mavai Senathirajah no more

PCs |
Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

Senior Tamil politician Ma-
vai Senathirajah, a key fi-
gure in the long political
struggle for the rights of
Tamils in Sri Lanka’s north
and east, passed away on
Wednesday after a brief ill-
ness. He was 82.

An Ilankai Tamil Arasu
Katchi (ITAK or Federal
Party) veteran and former
Jaffna Parliamentarian, Se-
nathirajah led the party
from 2014 to 2024. He
stepped down from the po-
sition last year amid a
sharp rift — that is yet to be

Mavai Senathirajah

reconciled — between two
factions vying for the par-
ty’s leadership.
Senathirajah’s political
career, devoted to the
cause of Tamil national-
ism, spanned over six de-

cades. He joined the move-
ment for Tamils’
self-determination in his
student days and also par-
ticipated in the ‘Satyagra-
ha’ led by prominent lead-
er S.J.V. Chelvanayakam in
1961. He continued agitat-
ing for Tamil rights
through 1960s and 1970s,
often courting arrest.
Senathirajah’s name al-
SO came up as a potential
candidate when the first
election to the Northern
Provincial Council was
held in 2013. However, the
party subsequently decid-
ed to field former Supreme
Court judge C.V. Wignes-

waran, who won and
served as Chief Minister.
All the same, Senathirajah
continued to engage in the
party’s activities and out-
reach with the internation-
al community, especially
India.

In a message on X, Sri
Lanka’s Leader of Opposi-
tion Sajith Premadasa de-
scribed Senathirajah as a
“steadfast advocate for the
rights of the Tamil peo-
ple”, who consistently
raised his voice both with-
in and beyond Parliament.
“His contributions and de-
dication to the cause will
always be remembered.”

Sri Lanka’s senior Tamil politician and ITAK veteran Mavai
Senathirajah no more

siieT & afitss affe Teraar 3R ITAK & Reerer #AEs
1A F1 forerer

Senior Tamil Politician Mavai Senathirajah Passes Away

aftss affe TeEfas #AEs AafeReT 1 Fua

e Senior Tamil politician Mavai Senathirajah, a key figure in the long political struggle
for the rights of Tamils in Sri Lanka’s north and east, passed away on Wednesday
after a brief illness. He was 82.

aftss affer TsEifas Aad dfRRre, S sieer & s 3R qF & affet &
FFR & T &9 oeifas ga¥ # v afFa 3, #7 quar i w@féred A F a1
AT 8 7| gg 82 a¥ S o

e An llankai Tamil Arasu Katchi (ITAK or Federal Party) veteran and former Jaffna
Parliamentarian, Senathirajah led the party from 2014 to 2024.
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gTs AR IY Fedl (ITAK A1 $el Ureh) & aRss A AR g Smwar wiwe,
ATTERTST o 2014 § 2024 ek GIET M scfed T

e He stepped down from the position last year amid a sharp rift— that is yet to be
reconciled — between two factions vying for the party’s leadership.

3egiel el arer g & FEA®T & r v s wadg & FHROT, S 36l T Gorsw
g 8, AR Ut & Aqead & AT Fad FT @ a RIS T S L

o Senathirajah’s political career, devoted to the cause of Tamil nationalism, spanned
over six decades.

[T FT =i FRIAT, S affe Tsgarg & 38827 & ia AN 4T, BF
gerl F 3 d el @I

¢ He joined the movement for Tamils’ self-determination in his student days and also
participated in the ‘Satyagraha’ led by S.J.V. Chelvanayakam in 1961.

3eglel 39e1 B Sfaet 7 affel & AcAT ek H MfAer g 3K 1961 &
.S, AT @R IS wedmarE 7 o fer o

e He continued agitating for Tamil rights through the 1960s and 1970s, often courting
arrest.

3egier 1960 31X 1970 & gerd A affer HRHRT & AT e IR @, 31 &3 a)
Fardt &1 gFer fFam

o Senathirajah’s name came up as a potential candidate when the first election to the
Northern Provincial Council was held in 2013.

2013 % 308 widhr aRwg & wgar goma & SR, denferen &1 amr wenfaa 3eiqar
F T F gHST I

e However, the party subsequently decided to field former Supreme Court judge C.V.
Wigneswaran, who won and served as Chief Minister.

grefifeh, UIét o a1e & qd | F1E 511 WAl Rveeata 1 seflgan qam@n, Segia
ga Sitar AR FEaeEh § w9 F w1 R

e Senathirajah continued to engage in the party’s activities and outreach with the
international community, especially India.

FareRren & uréf #r afafaftat Ak saRredy wEr, Ay w9 @ oRa, F Wy
e S @)
e Inamessage on X, Sri Lanka’s Leader of Opposition Sajith Premadasa described

Senathirajah as a “steadfast advocate for the rights of the Tamil people”, who
consistently raised his voice both within and beyond Parliament.

Th WU &, slieihr & fA9eT & AdT TN AT F AN FY "dffe ol &
HAHRT & AT to FASH" a7, Segia G0 F MR 3R 8T FIaR 9= T

3518 |

e “His contributions and dedication to the cause will always be remembered.”

"IoTdh ARTEE 3T FAGOr FY g Iie AT Seen|”

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




www.patrioticias.in

Determined Narmada, clinical Anis

[PCs

NATIONAL GAMES

Stan Rayan
DEHRADUN

Narmada Nithin Raju cer-
tainly knows how to han-
dle pressure. While Olym-
pians Ramita Jindal and
Elavenil Valarivan wobbled
under pressure, the Chen-
nai girl came up with a
consistent performance to
take the women’s 10m air
rifle title, the first shooting
gold of the 38th National
Games, at the Trishul
Range here on Thursday.
Narmada tallied an im-
pressive 254.4 points while

Maharashtra’s Arya Rajesh
(252.5) and Ramita (230.4),
the qualification round
topper, took silver and
bronze. Ramita was on the
verge of elimination after
the 14th shot in the 24-shot
final but managed to save
herself in the nick of time.
Elavenil slipped to fifth.
Meanwhile, Haryana’s
Paris Olympian Anish
Bhanwala won the men’s
25m rapid fire pistol gold.
Anish, who found it dif-
ficult to work on pentath-
lon’s five events and opted
to focus on shooting, to-
talled 31 points. Services’
Gurpreet Singh (26) took
the silver while Olympian

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Firing away: Narmada tallied 254.4 points. RITU RAJ KONWAR

Vijayveer Sidhu (26) picked
the bronze.

Meanwhile, defending
champion Punjab along
with Delhi marched into
the men’s basketball semi-

finals after posting their se-
cond win in the league
phase here on Thursday.
In the women’s section,
favourite Kerala, Punjab
(from Group A), Tamil Na-

Determined Narmada, clinical Anish shoot gold

te fAew=t F3ier, SRarer arefier o ART Faof

Narmada Nithin Raju Wins Women’s 10m Air Rifle Gold

Torer fafasr w9 & AR 10 #Aler WX WEEe # Tt g Sar

h shoot gold

du and Karnataka (from
Group B) have made the
last-four stage.

The results: Basketball (league
phase): Men: Punjab bt
Rajasthan 106-72; Tamil Nadu bt
Uttarakhand 123-54; Services bt
Karnataka 71-61. Women: Kerala
bt Uttarakhand 90-40; Karnataka
bt Chhattisgarh 94-43; Punjab bt
UP 72-69; TN bt Delhi 86-52.
Swimming results (at
Haldwani, winners only): Men:
1500m freestyle: Kushagra
Rawat (Del) 15:37.79s MR, OR
15:38.73. 200m breaststroke: S.
Danush (TN) 2:19.68s. 4x100m
medley: Karnataka (3:46.86s).
Women: 400m medley: Saanvi
Deshwal (Mah) 5:08.49s. 200m
breaststroke: Harshitha
Jayaram (Ker) 2:42.38s.

e Narmada Nithin Raju displayed exceptional composure under pressure to win the
women’s 10m air rifle title, the first shooting gold of the 38th National Games at

Trishul Range on Thursday.

ToeT fAfasT T qarag # AR e X ARRET 10 HeX TR WSHA &1 fWde
ST, it 38 Isgrr Well 7 qge YT Faoh AT, Tg FFIeeT FYE IS H TEAR F E3HTI

e Narmada scored an impressive 254.4 points, while Maharashtra’s Arya Rajesh

(252.5) and Ramita Jindal (230.4) secured silver and bronze, respectively.

STHET o ATER 254.4 3k TATT, STaTh AGRISE T HAT IS (252.5) 3R IRAT Biger

(230.4) ¥ T 3R FIET g S|

 Ramita, the qualification round topper, was on the verge of elimination after the 14th
shot in the 24-shot final but managed to survive at the last moment.

Aar, St FarfafrdersT U3 1 <R off, 24-2fc & FEgaa & 144 Me & o€
tfafAaea & 9 A, oAfha 3d & g & T9 & ool W
e Elavenil Valarivan finished fifth.

TR TATRE Tad €I 9 LT
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Anish Bhanwala Wins Men’s 25m Rapid Fire Pistol Gold
gifarer srerarar @ qeel Y 25 He Wz FrRR Reed & w@oh gga SHar

Haryana’s Anish Bhanwala, an Olympian, clinched gold in the men’s 25m rapid fire
pistol event.

gRaon & scfRee sifer sremaTen o gt A 25 Hiex s wRR Reea 7 W@ 5w
S|

Anish, who initially struggled to balance pentathlon’s five events, decided to focus on
shooting and scored 31 points to win the title.

rfarer, Siegiel Tgel YerdleT & Ui $ACH &l Holol el H Hiodls A &I, 3eaie
feer oX et FHiga A &1 baer fFar 3R 31 3 FA @A Sir

Services’ Gurpreet Singh (26 points) won silver, while Olympian Vijayveer Sidhu
(26 points) secured bronze.

wfddsr & ha R (26 37F) 2 Tora 9&F SN, STafen aefias Reradk Ry (26
H®) F T 9GF gliacl fohaT|

Punjab & Delhi Enter Men’s Basketball Semi-Finals
gorre 3R feel qeut & arehedid AHIBEAT H g

Defending champions Punjab and Delhi advanced to the men’s basketball semi-
finals after securing their second win in the league phase on Thursday.

e AR e 3N et F Far 1 offer wwor F qEd SAa o Fgest &
arEhcard AHIBETT J Y3 haT|

Kerala, Punjab, Tamil Nadu & Karnataka in Women’s Basketball Semi-Finals

In the women’s basketball event, Kerala and Punjab (from Group A) and Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka (from Group B) reached the semi-finals.

Afge aFeala # I AR 99 (T T }) IR APy 3R FoeF (o S S
AAFIETA F S8 TS|
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The ‘real competition’ begins as teams fight
for final berth in Hockey India League

[PCS

Aashin Prasad
ROURKELA

Soorma Hockey Club skip-
per Harmanpreet Singh
signalled that the ‘real
competition’ of the Hockey
India League starts when
the semifinals will be held
at the Birsa Munda Stadi-
um here on Friday.

Table-topper  Shrachi
Rarh Bengal Tigers will
take on Amit Rohidas’ Ta-
mil Nadu Dragons, which
finished fourth, in the first
semifinal. Former India in-
ternational Rupinder Pal
Singh was rested for the
team’s final pool fixture as
a precaution after a calf
strain, but showed no signs
of trouble in training on
Thursday, while declaring
himself fit.

His leadership and ex-
perience will be crucial for
Tigers at the back along-
side, Jugraj Singh, who is
leading the charts from

3..7::“ o

Ve
' 4

2

=

Big prize: Rupinder (Bengal Tigers), Amit (Dragons), Sumit (Toofans) and Harmanpreet (Soorma) will be
eager to get their hands on the trophy. M. VEDHAN

short corners with nine
goals. The pair’s 12 goals
from penalty corners (PCs)
is the joint-best in the tour-
nament along with Hydera-
bad Toofans.

Dragons were atop the
table for the better part of
the pool stage before a late
stutter, nearly dumped
them out of the top four.

Dragons will need to start
stronger than they did
against UP Rudras on Wed-
nesday, where they fell 0-2
behind in opening quarter.
Jip Janssen, who has seven
goals from PCs, will hope
his forwards can win more
opportunities for him to
showcase his skills. Dra-
gons have the best conver-

sion rate (29.7%) from the
lowest number of PCs (37).

In the second semifinal,
two in-form teams Soorma
Hockey Club and Toofans
will battle it. Soorma have
been undefeated in their
last four matches since Ha-
manpreet’s return from in-
jury. His key goals from
short corners and passing

from the back have helped
unlock the opponent’s
defences.

Toofans have not lost
their last seven games in
regulation time with just
two penalty shoot-out de-
feats in that period. Too-
fans have conceded the
least amount of goals and
up front, has one of the
best forwards in the league
in Tim Brand, who has
scored six field goals.

It will be a fascinating
match-up between Brand
and Soorma’s veteran goal-
keeper Vincent Vanasch,
who has bailed his side out
with numerous saves.

Toofans have accumu-
lated the most number of
PCs (68) but their conver-
sion rate of 17.6 per cent is
the sixth best in the league.
They will need Gonzalo
Peillat, one of the world’s
premier drag-flickers, to
find his mark in the crunch
clash.

The ‘real competition’ begins as teams fight for final berth in
Hockey India League

gieht 33T ofter & 3ifaer wurer & faw daAt & e e,
‘AT g’ g

Hockey India League Semi-Finals
grahr sf3ar ofter aFi-wgaer

e Soorma Hockey Club skipper Harmanpreet Singh signaled that the ‘real competition’
starts with the semi-finals at the Birsa Munda Stadium on Friday.

Soorma Hockey Club & &tdlel gtaedia g @ Hehd Gr o '3rarelt HHraer YFar
1 T H31 REBIA A g are F-wmaa & F g

o Table-topper Shrachi Rarh Bengal Tigers will face Amit Rohidas’ Tamil Nadu
Dragons, which finished fourth, in the first semi-final.

et & o TuTeT o @) ATt T T TSI HT Hepreren HfAT Afeerw A
afrereg Seew @ g, foreay sl wure grfler fham or, wga d-wrsee A
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Former India international Rupinder Pal Singh was rested for the team’s final pool
fixture due to a calf strain, but he declared himself fit after training on Thursday.

Td ARAT ARy et R gt g a1 da & 3ifasr g JFee & dvass
& AR & @rE & HROTIRET BAT T34, AfheT I AR F AW F IS
ge ¥ fife aifa &

His leadership and experience will be crucial for Tigers at the back, alongside Jugraj
Singh, who is leading the charts from short corners with nine goals.

3oTehT Aqjed &THCT 3R IT3TT TZINT & T&ATITFA A 31gH BN, SPIRTST A & @y, S it
MT F AT AE Flew A N a1 §)

The pair's 12 goals from penalty corners (PCs) is joint-best in the tournament along
with Hyderabad Toofans.

38 SIS o Yeredt FX (PCs) ¥ 12 M farw §, S o Semag e & &1y agad &9
T FIASS B

Tamil Nadu Dragons were atop the table for most of the pool stage but suffered a
late stutter that nearly knocked them out of the top four.

affrearg $orew g o F aftrwier way aifdwr & ik oo e sifaer waw f
THH MY IR & IR e F Fl9 75T T A

They will need a strong start, unlike their game against UP Rudras, where they were 0-
2 behind in the first quarter.

3¢ A YBITA HYeA glaf, o T & THAh Hebraol HiT e =6, Fad d gget
FAT A 0-2F T I

Jip Janssen, who has seven goals from PCs, will hope his forwards can win more
opportunities for him.

ST Sede, Segist PCs ¥ 1d Mo 7w & 37 Ha & 39 $Ras f@ae 3=
It #le e

Dragons have the best conversion rate (29.7%) despite having the lowest number of
PCs (37).

$9T0 T PCs i H&AT FGW FH (37) e & JAS[G 3eTon HIANTE TN &X (29.7%)
gl

Second Semi-Final: Soorma Hockey Club vs. Hyderabad Toofans

AU YHI-BISen: YIAT Bl FoAG TATH geIarg i

Soorma Hockey Club and Toofans, both in-form teams, will battle it out in the
second semi-final.

AT g Ford 3R T, il Bl 7 Tor W &9, gy Aell-BIsate H 3TH-A1HeY
gief|

Soorma are undefeated in their last four matches since Harmanpreet’s return from
injury.

O @Y 9l @ aoEl & 91 @ g R 9] A9t @ 3= & B
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e His key goals from short corners and passing from the back have helped unlock
defenses.

3T A€ FR & T 1T Ageaqet M 3R BFw & ol 7 afagaedr aat
T9fFT & A H A A

e Toofans have not lost their last seven games in regulation time, with only two
penalty shoot-out defeats in that period.

qoE & fafaa @9 # e Ao aa d9 a8 ar & Fad ar el qesmse # R

T HIHCT hIAT YST|
e They have conceded the least goals and boast one of the best forwards, Tim Brand,
who has scored six field goals.

36 AW HA Mo GT § 3R OF 73 9 59 vRas @aEai & & ww &
fSegia &g $res Mo Fe &

e It will be a fascinating match-up between Tim Brand and Soorma’s veteran
goalkeeper Vincent Vanasch, who has made crucial saves for his team.

g & 913 3N AT F AHqHA Mo e gamer & i Reraea garaen g,
fSegiet 3wt &7 & faw w§ FAgcayor T9 @ e §

e Toofans have earned the most number of PCs (68) but their conversion rate of
17.6% is the sixth best.

eI & Had FATET PCs (68) Aot frw § Afdhet 3e7ehr ®aiaRor av 17.6% &, Sy aer
# o5 T W

e They will need Gonzalo Peillat, one of the world’s premier drag-flickers, to deliver in
this crunch match.

3¢ aitaalt 9gaTe, S gAar & i Sa-feawd F & oF § U39 A Fgwwa
gl yeia & 3FAg gl
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